
Alaska State Library – Historical Collections   Diary of James Wickersham 
MS 107 Diary 1   January 1 through December 31, 1900 

Diary 1,  1900 
calendar title page 

[written diagonally over printed calendar:]  
James Wickersham 

Diary 1,  1900 
cover 

[Printed on cover: 
Daily  
     Reminder 
          1900 
WICKERSHAM.] 

Diary 1,  1900 
january01 

[Jan Mon 1] 
Debbie reached home from Annapolis 
yesterday.  Plan of permitting Darrell 
to resign and be re-appointed in time to take 
the May examination adopted.  Received letter 
from Congressman Cushman today saying that he 
would carry out our wishes in that matter.  Darrell 
will now reenter Wilmer’s Prep. School. until May. 
 
Have been endorsed for Judge District  Court of 
Alaska by Senator Foster, and at his request 
have sent in endorsements from the following mem 
-bers of the Bench and bar of Washington. 
Pierce County Delegation 
in last Legislature. 
Wilson R. Gay, U.S. Atty. 
Hon. John B. Allen. 
Hon. John L. Wilson 
Judge John P. Hayt 
Hon. Edward Brady. 
John P. Hartman 
E. P. Kingsbury, U.S. Sur. Gnl. 
Fremont Campbell. 
Judge Frank Allyn. 
Williamson     \ Sup. Judges 
Carroll       } of Pierce Co. 
Kean.              / 
Judge Elmon Scott. 
Judge T. L. Stiles 
Hon. S. A. Perkins 
Judge Wallace Maint [?] 
Hon. Ira P. Mylehart 
Banks of Tacoma. 
[second column:] 
Hon. D. J. Crowley 
    “    B. S. Grosscup. 
    “    P. C. Sullivan 
    “     W. H. Pritchard 
    “     W. H. Snell 
     “     C. C. Gose 
     “     John B. Cromwell. 
Judge B. O. Dunbar 
    “      Reavis. 
     “     Fullerton 
      “    Gordon. 
     “    Supreme Ct. 
 
There is a contest – a scramble 
for the office on act. gold dis 

=coveries at Cape Nome – it 
may come to Washington  & it 
may not.  I declined to 
be a candidate, but yielded on 
request of Foster & delegation 

Diary 1,  1900 
january02and03 

[January Tues 2] 
Sent pictures of house &c to Darrell. 
Sent him Cape Nome pictures 
and also Fifty dollars 
Charly Joynt called and talked a long 
time about Skagaway, Lake Bennett, and 
the White Pass Ry. for whom he has been working. 
He says the chances for investments are good in 
that country, and urges me to go up there as judge 
if appointed, as attorney if not. 
     John. P. Hartman, Jr. of Seattle called 
also, and is anxious to assist me in Judgeship. 
He is against Humes, and is going to Seattle 
this afternoon and then to Washington, where he 
will do what he can for my appointment. 
     Hughes telegraphed to Perkins who will go 
over to see him tomorrow; Hughes, McMicken 
and Wilson control the “P.I.” with whom Piles 
& Humes are at war – under the new management 
They are inclined to support Humes for Judge to 
get him out of Seattle, and also to induce the 
Humes-Pile faction to enter into trial of peace. 
They cannot win by surrendering to the enemies. 
 
[January Wed 3] 
Saw Judge Hanford today, who 
gave me an endorsement for Alaskan 
Judge ship, but with some reluctance. 
It seems hard for Seattle to realize that 
Tacoma has a Senator and she has none. 
 
Brought suit for News Pub. Co. v. Lewinstein. 
 
Ledger this Surveys of Farrague claim at. 
Gig Harbor show his house off land about ten 
feet, but improvements on his claim. 

Diary 1,  1900 
january04and05 

[January Thur  4] 
Forwarded several endorsments 
To Senator Foster in the matter of the 
District Judge of Alaska. 
 
Ledger this morning says probability that 
Foster will name the man – dispatch from 
Washington. 
 
I learn from Grosscup that Hughes came 
over to see him & said that as owner of “P. I.” 
&c. he desired to see Humes receive the appoint 
=ment as Judge in Alaska.  He urged Gross 
=cup to assist – but G_ told him no, he was 
in favor of my retaining my stand and would 
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not consent to endorse Humes at all. 
Hughes abused Foster. 
 
[January Fri 5] 
Ledger this morning contains 
an extended notice of my candidacy 
for District Judge of Alaska. – it is 
ostensibly friendly, but really hopes to 
stir up opposition.  Forward Judge 
Hanfords endorsment which arrived 
Last night too late for the mail. 

Diary 1,  1900 
january08and09 

[January Mon 8] 
Received back from Senator Foster 
all endorsements sent him, with a 
letter saying to gather them all together, 
index and brief them, and return them 
when ready.  That no appointment would 
be made until in February or March & 
then only a Stephen T. Fields. – I 
regret to see the West barred out which 
it must be if that ideal is insisted on. 
 
Honeyman v. Rudnick Bros. 
defendants want me to appear & Crowl 
who appears for Fisher came to office & 
wants me to assist him & fees are 
to be evenly divided between us.  I 
consented to do so on those terms 
 
Ezra Meeker & Dr. Goble are objecting to 
Foster & Cushman against my appointment. 
 
[January Tues 9] 
Devlovich v. Dorotich: hearing. 
Hearing in above case: court held 
with me on barring all inquiry into  
fraudulent conveyance of real estate 
in this proceeding & in the absence of the 
persons who claim to be owners. 
 
Amended answer served in case of 
Beggs Co. v. Perkins.  No return from 
deposition of Beggs. 
 
Beggs v. Perkins decided in our favor. 

Diary 1,  1900 
january10and11 

[January Wed 10] 
Beggs v. Perkins. trial 
Beggs v. Perkins tried before Judge 
Carroll and decided in our favor. 
 
Received telegram from Louis D. Campbell 
asking me to forward briefs in Million Dollar 
Sent to him at Philadelphia – care Jones & 
Carson. – sent them as requested.  He 
desires to use them in talk with Atty. Genl. 
Grosscup send me copy of a strong letter 

written to the Hon. Daniel S. Lamont, asking 
him to help my candidacy – Lamont is the 
N.Y. [?]  head of the N.P. Ry. 
 
Perkins threatened by suit from C. McDaniels 
Fletcher says he served papers on Perkins 2 yrs 
ago. Telephoned to court house & asked 
Judges Carrol & Williamson to be notified 
before signing judgment. Frazier, bailiff 
 
[January Thur 11] 
Dictated finding, conclusions, 
& decree in Beggs v. Bomery [?]. 
 
Went to Seattle on 11 oclock train. 
Saw Gay, who promised to write personal 
letter to Atty. Genl. about Judgeship- 
Exhibited Woods, Port Townsend, letter 
to Hughes.  Saw Wilson and had 
long talk with him. 
     Gov. McGraw pleased me very 
much by saying that he would endorse 
me for Alaskan Judgeship “if every [?] man 
in Seattle wanted it,” &c.  he was very 
kind – he evidently has not forgotten 
that the old Harrison Republican Club 
was organized in my office, when he 
was the nominee for Governor, & how I 
worked for him then, almost at a risk 
of personal violence. 
 
Perkins was in Seattle & came home on 
6 p.m. train with me. 
Service of Garnishment on News Pub. Co. 

Diary 1,  1900 
january12and13 

[January Fri 12] 
Astonished this morning to find 
judgment entered against Perkins yesterday 
in McDaniels suit for $12,599.50 by 
order signed by Judge Kean.  $17,951 
 
Filed findings of fact & conclusions of law in 
Beggs case, & gave Christian notice. 
Filed affidavit & demand security for costs in 
Honeyman v. Rudnick. 
 
[January Sat 13] 
Began suit today to vacate 
judgement rendered 11:00 in suit 
of C. McDaniels v. Perkins.  Served 
papers this day: George served & reports 
personal service on both. 

Diary 1,  1900 
january14and15 

[January Sun 14] 
Visited U.S. Transport “Sheridan”. 
Received fine letter from Darrell. 
He evidently feels better now that he has 
a breathing spell. 
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[January Mon 15] 
Prepared endorsments in shape 
requested by Senator Foster, with an 
index on front pages, fastened them 
together and returned them to him this 
day – that matter is now off my hands 
 
Compromised the suit of Baird vs. 
Ledger Pub. Co: received $2000.00 
from Shultz, dismissed suit &c. 
Baird kicks about paying us the 
amount due – on his note. 
 
Did not send endorsments to Foster, 
because Judge Hanfords is not yet received. 

Diary 1,  1900 
january16and17 

[January Tues 16] 
Received letter from Senator Foster 
today containing Hanfords letter, and 
I attached all letter, briefed them 
on front page, and sent them back to 
Senator Foster by Registered Mail 
Wrote Dr. House, Port Townsend, that I 
would not ask Senator Foster to endorse 
Wood for Shipping Commissioner 
 
[January Wed17] 
McDaniels v. Perkins. 
Above case came on for hearing today 
& we won, in that the court struck out three 
paragraphs of petition but held others 
sufficent: but I have discovered that 
an error has crept in & that if Carroll 
sustains our petition and vacates the 
judgment before Mch. 1st they may 
make new service & begin again 
as notes are not outlawed prior to 
Mch 1st 1900. 

Diary 1,  1900 
january18and19 

[January Thur 18] 
Beggs v. McDaniels. 
Finding & Decree signed in above  
case – ended except by Appeal 
which is not likely. 
 
Sheeks & I are having a dispute about 
division of money obtained from Baird case. 
Today for the first time he claims that he ought 
to have a greater part of the fee than I – 
     He also insists that he ought to have a 
division of Russell & Co. accounts – this  
claim he first made since our dissolution. 
 
On this 18th day of Jany 1900, in Sheeks office we agreed on something 
On the face of our partnership books at this date I owe him $46.00 
I agreed to accept act. against Jones, Russ & Enos as cash $500. 
½ of this belongs to Sheeks: subtract $100 which I loaned him 

Nov 29, and it leaves due $150, on that matter. 
He collected and has in Bond case $180, ½ of which is mine 
subtract $90 from $150 = $60. yet due him.  Add to 
this 46.00 due on face of books and I owe him $106. 
Sheeks collected from Baird suits $1107, ½ of which is 
mine = $550.50  He paid me $150. = leaves $403.50. 
subtract $106. = leaves due me $297.50: he collected also 
$7.00 costs paid by me in that matter, which makes total 
in Sheeks hands due me of $305.00 at this date. 
He refuses to pay it, holding it to force settlement of 
Russell claims &c.  I do not owe him a cent. 
 James Wickersham 
 
[January Fri 19] 
In the case of McDaniels v. Perkins 
I have advised Perkins that we must not 
win the case now pending before March 
1st and he is talking about a compromise. 
Do not think that will materialize: have 
Also intimated that bankruptcy proceed 
=ings would be a fitting end to such a 
judgment. 
 
Got a settlement with VanSlyke & Stewart 
for mother on timber sold, also for 
Case for hauling.  Mill sold  
to Basse[?], who accepts orders out 
of run[?], due on delivery of mill. 
 - mother 59.00 
    Case    60.00 

Diary 1,  1900 
january22and23 

[January Mon 22] 
Recd letter from John P. Hartman 
of Seattle, who has just returned from 
Washington; went over to see him; he 
says Senator Foster wen with him to see 
Senator Fairbanks, who agreed to withdraw his 
candidate for Alaska Judge, and take second 
place, or even a consular place:  Senators Bev 
=eridge & Fairbanks agreed to support me 
as did Senator Perkins of California.  H_ 
thinks I will be appointed. 
 
Went to see Hughes, in Seattle, about what he 
told Perkins, in McDaniels case:  he agrees to 
consult and assist in trying the case. 
 
Called on Walker & Munn – Munn told 
me that a party – not named, had been making 
inquiries about me – had been asked to 
“look my up” as Judge in Alaska.  He gave 
a strong endorsment. 
 
[January Tues 23] 
Collected $119.55. from Bosse [?] today 
[rent?] Case:  Buckley  $55.55 and to mother 
$34.00 – first taking from Case $5.00 & from 

 

 3  



Alaska State Library – Historical Collections   Diary of James Wickersham 
MS 107 Diary 1   January 1 through December 31, 1900 

mother $25.00 loaned her Saturday – sending 
them net amounts above mentioned. 
 
Filed demurrer in Rudnick matter. 

Diary 1,  1900 
january24and25 

[January Wed 24] 
Honeyman v. Rudnick: Ans 
Recd telegram from Cushman asking 
if he might name Comr. at Cape Nome 
in case I am appointed Judge:  Answered 
by saying his endorsment sufficient provided 
distinctly [?] party is competent & worthy. 
 
Sent Wood-House correspondence 
to Senator Foster: so that if they attempt 
any tricks he may be posted. 
 
[January Thur 25] 
McDaniels v. Perkins. trial 
Tried the above case this forenoon and 
we demonstrated that no service had been 
made on Perkins in Aug 11, 1897, yet they then 
testified positively that it was a day before 
or a day after and the court finally 
held that service was made on Perkins “some 
time in August 1897” but also held that we 
were entitled to a vacation provided we 
offer a defence on the merits, & gave us five 
days in which to file answer on merits 
 
Gave opinion on Tinner[?] & Forck abstracts 
- procured deed for them and had same 
recorded – deed from N.P.R.R. Co 
 {$2.00 recording} 
 
Wrote to land office for Oleff Petersons 
patent for Timen [?] & Forck 

Diary 1,  1900 
january26and27 

[January Fri 26] 
Wrote to Tom Sammons about 
Union account – to Cushman 
about Malson pardon. 
     Also letter to Dr. Armstrong 
about Oakley case. 
 
[January Sat 27] 
Recd. telephone message from John 
P. Hartman to go to Puyallup to meet 
Brackett, who is on his way to Washington. 
He is officer of White Pass Ry & interested 
in appointment of Alaskan officials 
 
Met Brackett and had a few minutes talk. 
He is a personal friend of Senator C. K. Davis 
of Minn. and also personally acquainted with 
the President.  He is a long time acquaintance 
and friend of Senator Foster: he wished to meet 
me – as he is on his way to Washington, and 

he assured me of his hearty cooperation 
and support.  He desires me appointed at 
once in Judge Johnsons place, who is 
imperatively demanding his release so 
that he can go to Cape Nome.  Brackett 
desires my appointment in the Southern 
Division, or Juneau division,  if the 
Ter. is divided into districts. 

Diary 1,  1900 
january28and29 

[January Sun 28] 
Theodore Hosmer, for a long time 
the President of the Tacoma Light & Water 
Company, died today.  He died at 
56, broken in fortunes, and possibly that 
fact and the gloomy financial future 
had more to do with his death than disease. 
Isaac W. Anderson, Mgr. Tac. Land Co. is 
a bankrupt, and Paul Schulze, committed 
suicide after embezzling $200,000 of trust funds. 
These men ruled Tacoma for 20 years with 
a rod of iron: they bankrupted the city, in 
the light & water deal, and other ill advised 
and dishonest matters – and gained 
nothing by it in the end!  They fought 
one politically and otherwise, and often 
and loudly threatened to run me out of town. 
Comment is unnecessary! 
 
[January Mon 29] 
Letter from Senator Foster acknowledging 
receipt of my endorsements and saying 
that no appointment would be made until 
the bill redistricting Alaska passes. 
Letter (copy) from Fogg. endorsement. 

Diary 1,  1900 
january30and31 

[January Tues 30] 
Ans. due in McDaniels vs. Perkins. 
this case continued until tomorrow. 
 
[January Wed 31] 
Devlahovich v. Dorotich before 
Judge Caroll. 
[written over previous lines:]  Postponed 10 days. 
 
McDaniels v. News Pub. Co. Garnishee Dept. 
Judgment in McDaniels v. Perkins 
 vacated. 
Moved to quash Writ in Garnishment 
to be heard Saturday. 
 
Recd. letter from Louis D. Campbell, who 
was in Wash. D.C. where he wrote saying 
that he and Senator Foster had called 
on the Pres & Atty Genl. on 26th and that 
my appointment was thoroughly discussed. 
He writes that he & Senator F. feel greatly 
encouraged that I will be appointed. 

Diary 1,  1900 [February Thur 1] 
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february01and02 News Pub. Co. v. Lewenstein. 
10 days time granted from 29th last. 
 
Mrs. W_ very sick – Drs. Misner & Hill. 
Wrote Fogg thanking for endorsement. 
 
Bedford recd telegram from Senator Foster saying 
that Cushman & F. H. Murray had just called in 
Wash. D.C. to urge Murrays candidacy for Alaskan 
judgeship.  Whitehouse called up and took 
telegram to McDonald, Pres. Cham. of Commerce, 
which body sent Murray to Washington in interest 
of Tacoma’s trade:  Hamilton sent telegram 
to Cushman denouncing Murrays action as bad 
faith. 
     The Chamber of Commerce have just 
telegraphed to Murray to come home on  
first train! 
 
As soon as he leaves they will telegraph 
Foster repudiating Murrays candidacy 
 
[February Fri 2] 
Read paper at High School as follows: 
[clipping:] 
“ February 2, 1900 
The Hudson Bay Company,- 
   Hon. James Wickersham.” 
 
Wrote to Darrell & sent him Copy of Campbells letter 
      about Judgeship – Alaska. 

Diary 1,  1900 
february03and04 

[February Sat 3] 
McDaniels v. News Pub. Co. Garnishee 
Case continued to Tuesday 
by consent. 
 
Had dinner with Senator Wilson, Ide, Snowden,  
Perkins, and Major Hayden.   Worked to get 
Wilson in line for Cushman.  Ide helped 
hard:   Things look first rate:  Plans were 
suggested & Ed. Cushman called in & long 
talk.  Wilson interested & suggested ways 
& means of pushing candidacy along. 
We are to write Cushman on Monday. 
 
[February Sun 4] 
Thomas W_  came out and spent an 
hour with me Sunday (last) evening, and 
informed me that he intended to run for the 
State Senate in the 19th Sen. Dist. this fall. 
He confided to me that he intended to support 
Ankeny for Senator (U.S.), and was against 
Wilson.  Knowing my friendship for Wilson 
[Under pasted photo:] 
I cannot tell which to admire most 
his frankness or his supreme impudence. 

He will not be elected. 
[photo caption:] 
Thomas Wickersham 
Tacoma, Wash 

Diary 1,  1900 
february05and06 

[February Mon 5]  
Wrote to Cushman the conditions here 
and urged him to stand in with the 
effort to nominate a governor (Frink)  
from Seattle. 
 
[February Tues 6] 
McDaniels v. News Pub. Co. Garnishee 
     10 oclock – no judge; 2 oclock 
 
Telegram from Neff, Chicago, asking me 
to push his matter: replied that I would 
do so - 

Diary 1,  1900 
february07and08 

[February Wed 7] 
Wrote long letter to Darrell. 
McDaniels v. Perkins goes over till Saturday. 
 
Weyerhouser syndicate people here, 
and it is suggested by Perkins that they 
would be good clients – I agree. 
 
C. McDaniels. \ 
- v -    \   Suit begun & papers 
W. P. Bonney    } served on Perkins 
S. A. Perkins   /   handed to me. 
 
Louis D. Cambell  at home – knows  
no more about judgeship than what 
he wrote me from Washington. 
 
[February Thur 8] 
Wrote to F. H. Brownell, Esq. Everett, 
to write personal letter to Atty. Genl. Griggs – 
Sullivan suggests this action 

Diary 1,  1900 
february10 

[February Sat 10] 
Rudnick bankruptcy = filed Answer today. 
McDaniels v. Perkins.  Motion to quash. 
Motion sustained & Garnishment pro 
=ceeding dismissed:  This leaves them 
with only their note – and we hope to get that. 
 
There is a bitter contest waging between the 
Sullivan-Ashton people, and the Hamilton 
-Grosscup faction over the delegate to the 
next National Convention.  I am advising 
the nomination of Senator Foster, as a peace 
measure, - and also as a defeat to the Sullivan 
-Ankeny crowd.  Involved in the fight 
as a side issue, also, is whether Grosscup 
or Chapman – Ashtons partner, shall have 
the U.S. District Judge in this district if a 
division is had at the passage of the bill 

 

 5  



Alaska State Library – Historical Collections   Diary of James Wickersham 
MS 107 Diary 1   January 1 through December 31, 1900 

to divide the state on an east & west line. 
 
Wrote to Cushman today to keep out of the 
above fight: also to write to Grant C. Angle [?]. 
of Mason Co. Journal. 

Diary 1,  1900 
february12 

[February Mon 12] 
Served complaint Summons on Winyias 
Lincolns Birthday =  Holiday 
 
Took dinner at restaurant with Hamilton 
and Bedford.  I advised Hamilton to 
withdraw from the fight for Delegate to 
the National Convention, as it would 
take both money and time to win, and 
in his financial condition he could spare 
neither.  Bedford and Grosscup having 
been engaged, personally, in the difficulty 
did not seem to care to advise him as I 
did, but both acquiesced in it – and he 
consented in his own interest to do so. 
This leaves Ashton a clear field. 
The remarkable feature of the contest was 
that Sullivan, Bates, Warburton and the 
Anti-Wilson crows had the active support 
of Ide, Hayden and all of Wilsons friends 
 
Sligh. from Whatcom says his Co. is for Cushman, 
   “      is for Ankeny & is looking for “the sack.” 

Diary 1,  1900 
february13and14 

[February Tues 13] 
Hamilton announces his with 
drawal from contest for Delegate 
to the Nat. Con. this morning in Ledger. 
My judgment is that this victory aids Sul 
=livan and hurts Wilson very much. 
 
I learned from Sligh yesterday that Weisenberger 
is a candidate for Governor – and that “his expenses 
have all been provided for.”  The intimation is that 
he is to be Ankeny’s candidate.  Ankenys 
son was in Weisenbergers regiment in the 
Philippines & Ankeny wants a governor. 
 
[February Wed 14] 
Nice letter from Darrell today. 
Package of flower seed from Senator 
Foster!    Wrote him sending Brown 
=ells endorsement. 

Diary 1,  1900 
february15and16 

[February Thur 15] 
Stackweather presented old demand 
against D. O. Smith and me for about 
$80.00 or thereabouts, for newspapers furnished 
to members of Legislature in 1895 by the Union 
 
[February Fri 16] 
Served on J. Easterday 
Motion and affidavits to compel the 

Union Pub. Co. to file Complaint,  Summons 
&c. in court, to dismiss for want of Jurisdiction. 

Diary 1,  1900 
february17 

[February Sat 17] 
Meeting of the Bar Association to 
accept resignation of Pres. Sharpstein 
who leaves here on Monday for San Francisco 
I drew the resolutions – adopted.  

Diary 1,  1900 
february19and20 

[February Mon 19] 
Went to Seattle to see Frink. 
With Ide saw Frink at room #420 
Ranier–Grand Hotel, and talked over 
the political situation.  Agreed to go to 
Spokane next Saturday to see Wilson 
& further arrange things.  Frink is willing 
to make the fight & will put $25,000 into it. 
Cushman is to be considered in the slate 
Frink for Governor 
Eaton, of Spokane for Treasurer. 
Cushman for Congress. 
“P_  I.” will support Cushman & so will Wilson 
Saw John P. Hartman:  He is for Cushman strong. 
 
[February Tues 20] 
Wrote Cushman fully today. 
 
Prepared Ans. for Bonney & Perkins. 
 
Recd. mail bag fill of franked garden seeds 
from Foster.  For distribution.  Its a 
great thing to be a statesman. 

Diary 1,  1900 
february21and22 

[February Wed 21] 
Papers in Muhlman v. Hofstad 
cases delivered to me by Selvig 
 
Delivered original petition & copy, & the 
letter to Dornin, & claim, all to Grosscup 
asking him to send them to Dornin in 
San Francisco – In Neff case. 
 
[February Thur 22] 
Washingtons Birthday. 
 / Elks Parade. 
{    “     Entertainment 
 \   “     Banquet. 

Diary 1,  1900 
february23and24 

[February Fri 23] 
     Ledger 
Served notice on Tacoma Newspaper 
Company to retract libel against 
Lyceum Theater – fire trap. &c. 
 
Began suit for Allan Robertson to quiet 
title to lots in Tacoma. 
 
Recd. telegram from Neff – usual 
trouble – nervousness. 
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[February Sat 24] 
Will not go to Spokane with Ide. 
Ledger retracted libelous attack on Lyceum 
Theater – in part. – they rather make it worse. 
Rec. from Tinine [?] & Forck, examining [?] abstract $20.00 
Served Ans. & Int. on C. McDaniels in 
case against Bonney & Perkins. 

Diary 1,  1900 
february26 

[February Mon 26] 
Settled case of Union Pub Co. 
 -vs- 
Wickersham & Smith. 

Diary 1,  1900 
february27and28 

[February Tues 27] 
McDaniel v. Bonney & Perkins 
      Answer due today 
 
E. C. Bellows, of Vancouver, came in to see 
me:  Frank Richards sent for him & Bellows 
went to Seattle yesterday to see Richards & 
his friends.  Richards is showing letters 
and telegrams from Senator Foster endorsing 
him for Collector in Alaska, & Bellows is 
also endorsed for same office.  Richards 
threatens that if he is not endorsed & given 
the appointment even ahead of me – he will 
file charges of my old troubles there to prevent 
my appointment!  Bellows offered to withdraw 
but I said no; Let them file anything they please 
but none of my friends shall suffer for it. 
 
Judge Gordon announces that he 
will not be candidate for reelection 
as Judge Supreme Court. 
 
Recd letters from Senators Foster & Fairbanks. 
 
[February Wed 28] 
Bellows & I saw Bedford.  Bellows 
told Richard that his threat against me 
would destroy his last chance for appointment 
and as Bedford telegraphed it to Sen. Foster 
I am of opinion it did.  Bellows declined 
to withdraw, - and the fight goes merrily on. 
 
Saw Saml. Piles and told him of  Richards 
threat & he denounced it in strong terms 
& said he would see Richards & put some 
other thing in his mind: Ditto with Gay. 

Diary 1,  1900 
march01and02 

[March Thur 1] 
Recd. letter from Gay written in 
presence of Richards & Claypool, 
saying that Richards would do no such 
thing as threatened &  really never meant 
to do it, but it slipped out in political 
intrigue & in self defence.   !!! 
 
Decree entered in Robertson Case. 

Have worked for two or three days to fix 
title in Robertson case 18010, to suit 
Powell, of Campbell & Powell, but today 
he says he wont have anything more to do 
with it – that Irving wont pay for the trouble. 
 
Served papers on Ledger in Heilig 
Libel suit. – served yesterday. 
 
[March Fri 2] 
Wrote Senator Foster long letter this a.m. 
Received a letter from U.S. Pros. Atty. Gay, of 
Seattle about Richards & Bellows, collectorship. 
Wrote him about three collectors for Alaska, 
as an explanation of Fosters endorsing 
both men. – mere suggestion. 
 
File & serve answers to Interrogatiries 
Amended answer, &c. in case of 
McDaniels v. Carrothers & Perkins. 

Diary 1,  1900 
march03 

[March Sat 3] 
Rudnicks declared bankrupt in U.S. 
court: 
 
Capt. Paude came in & brought letter from 
I. Myhre Hofstad asking me to come over 
to see him at Ballard, on settlement of 
New York mining deal of Muhlman &c. 

Diary 1,  1900 
march05and06 

[March Mon 5] 
Answer due in Winyea case 
 
[March Tues 6] 
Went to Seattle to See I. Myhre Hofstad 
about Muhlman matter – he was not 
at home & did not see him.  Learned 
that Dept. had decided Farrague case in 
my favor. 
 
Judge Brown of Wyoming appointed 
U.S. Dist. Judge in Alaska to 
take Judge Johnsons place.  Recd 
telegram from Senator Foster saying 
that 3 new judges would be appointed 
as soon as the Alaska bill passes – 
 
F. H. Murray is pushing his candidacy 
for U.S. Atty. in Alaska.  My friends are 
refusing to endorse him.  Foster 
will not endorse him. 

Diary 1,  1900 
march07and08 

[March Wed 7] 
Humes elected in Seattle – 1507. 
Wrote to A. T. Van Deventer as did Sullivan 
asking him to endorse me for U.S. Judge. 
 
Saml. McAnally appears for Winyeas 
& files objections to service, but says 
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that these are intended only as a special 
appearance until he can see Henry 
Winyea & make arrangements about 
fees.  He has been instructed to appear 
for the government & object to the 
jurisdiction of the State Court. 
 
[March Thur 8] 
Neff matter settled by Judge 
Kean holding that the funds should 
go back to the Kennedy trustees, &  that 
Dornin had no right to their custody 
under Kennedy wills. 
 
Grosscup starts east to go to bedside 
of his father who is seriously ill. 
He will go to Washington before his 
return & present my matter to the 
President.   Bogle is also on his 
way east. – I wrote to Senator Foster 
today saying that he might suggest to 
Bogle to call on atty general. 
 
Was elected delegate to Co. Con. to select 
delegates to Ellensburg to select 4 
delegates to National Convention. 

Diary 1,  1900 
march09and10 

[March Fri 9] 
Filed amended Complaint in 
Armstrong v. Oakley: demurrer 
filed & on argument court overruled 
demurrer and held complaint good. 
 
Attended caucus in Sullivans office 
Platform talked over:  Taylor of Orting 
attacked Cushman covertly.  Convention 
will endorse Cushman. 
 
[March Sat 10] 
Attended County Convention and was 
elected delegate to Ellensburg Con 
=vention.  Instruction for Ashton 
 
Case of McDaniels v. Perkins set 
for Mch 26 for trial. 
 
I. Myhre Hofstad and Capt Paude 
came in to see me about the Explor 
ation Co. matter.  They refused to pay 
the $3000. to deed claims to Co. 
or to work during this season. 

Diary 1,  1900 
march12 

[March Mon 12] 
Wilson has been here since Saturday 
and have had several talks with him. 
The  P-I will be friendly to Cushman 
and Wilson expresses the decided 
opinion that he ought to be renominated. 

He is anxious about the nominations 
for hold-over Senators in the 19th 
21st  [22nd] and 23rd [24th]districts where 
Warburton, Linc, Davis and Taylor 
of Orting are pushing – they are 
his bitter enemies & he desires to 
procure the nominations there 
of friends.  

Diary 1,  1900 
march13and14 

[March Tues 13] 
Tried to get case of McDaniels 
vs Carrothers & Perkins at issue 
but Carroll postpones action. 
 
Bringing suit on Hofstads agreement 
to pay $3,000 for release. 
 
[March Wed 14] 
Went to Seattle yesterday.  Served 
Complaint and Summons on Capt. 
Paude and I. Myhre Hofstad & also  
left with Capt. Paude in person a copy 
for Edwin Hofstad who was in Seattle,  
but whom I did not see personally. 
 
Consulted with Hughes about Perkins case. 
He will send me amended answer after 
his view – 
 
Saw Senator Wilson, Gay & others - & 
learned from Hughes that F. H. Murray was 
there to get endorsements.  Cannot learn 
that he got away.  Hughes refused & Gay 
Wilson & others will refuse & prevent it. 
 
Visited all people on Cliff Ave. last night 
in interest of our primary ticket – for 
Holgate. 

Diary 1,  1900 
march15and16 

[March Thur 15] 
Primary Election Day. 
Fight in our precinct between Hacker 
and Holgate.  I am for Holgate. 
 
Our ticket won out handsomely 
 
[March Fri 16] 
Riled Amended Answer in case 
of McDaniels v. Carrothers and 
Perkins.  Court allowed filing. 
Demurrer filed, overruled and 
exceptions allowed McDaniels. 

Diary 1,  1900 
march17and18 

[March Sat 17] 
           /Campbell. 
City Convention { Lister 
           \ Harc. 
Fremont Campbell informs me that 
Sullivan demands that he go to 
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Ellensburg as Chairman of the 
delegation:  Ashton is for George 
B. Kandle.  Fight is on by Sullivan 
against Wilson, & in favor of Ankeny 
 
Recd letter from Cushman directed to 
Darrell, saying that he desired to reappoint 
him at Annapolis at once.  Wrote him to 
do so, & sent his letter to Darrell. 
 
[March Sun 18] 
Meeting Saturday night at Ides 
house between Bedford, I, Fairweather, 
Reynolds and Ide, to defend against 
Sullivans threatened dictation of policy 
at Ellensburg – We will support 
Kandle. 
 
Fairweather saw Kandle who agreed 
to stand for Chairman, but who does 
not want to take burden of a fight. 

Diary 1,  1900 
march19and20 

[March Mon 19] 
In matter of Sullivan for Ch. of 
Pierce Co. delegation to Ellensburg 
we have secured 28 out of 44 against 
him.  Bedford represents our side & 
Sullivan has agreed to withdraw & 
support Kandle. 
 
[March Tues 20] 
Motion to settle interrogatories in 
     McDaniels v. Carrothers. 
 
Recd postal card from “Bob McHaney,” 
saying that he and family will arrive 
here from Illinois on 23rd. 
 
Have just recd letter from Senator Foster 
saying that he had just had a talk with 
the President & had received “very encour 
=aging assurances from him regarding 
our Alaska Judgeship” 

Diary 1,  1900 
march21and22 

[March Wed 21] 
Debbie sick – 
 
[March Thur 22] 
Answer due in McDaniels v. Perkins 

Diary 1,  1900 
march23and24 

[March Fri 23] 
Bob. McHaney & family arrived 
Motion in McDaniels v. Carrothers 
for judgment &c. set for Monday. 
 
[March Sat 24] 
At Buckley. 

Diary 1,  1900 
march26 

[March Mon 26] 
Trial McDaniels v. Carrothers. 

  “     postponed until 28th 
 
Made speech at Old Town for 
Campbell for Mayor. 
 
Sent Darrell $15.00 for Kodak. 

Diary 1,  1900 
march27and28 

[March Tues 27] 
Went to Olympia for 
Perkins – evidence in McDaniels 
case. 
 
[March Wed 28] 
McDaniels cases all settled 
& paid - $2250. compromise. 

Diary 1,  1900 
march29and30 

[March Thur 29] 
Recd. letter from Cushman 
asking me to look after the  
Puyallup P.O. & get Stewart 
& Hollenbeck to join forces. 
 
[March Fri 30] 
Just received telegram from 
Senator Foster saying that 
Alaska Code bill is to pass – to 
see H. C. Wallace.  Wallace 
wants assistance in his Alaska 
schemes from Foster. 

Diary 1,  1900 
april02and03 

[April Mon 2] 
speech at Opera House for 
 Campbell. 
Grosscup just returned from Washington. 
Says that he talked with President in Senator 
Fosters presence – about my appointment to the 
Alaska Judgeship.  The President expressed 
satisfaction as to my qualifications & inquired 
if I would take the Dist. Attyship.  After 
further conversation he bluntly asked 
Grosscup if I would accept the place of 
Consul General at Kanagawa, Japan. 
G_ promised to ascertain.  At his suggestion, 
I have just mailed letter to Senator Foster 
refusing to accept Atty. in Alaska, but saying 
that I would consider it an honor & compliment 
to be appointed U.S. Judge in Alaska or 
Consul General in Kanagawa. 
 
[April Tues 3] 
Election – Bryans speech 
Campbell elected, majority 117. 

Diary 1,  1900 
april04and05 

[April Wed 4] 
Go to Ellensburg to State 
Convention – go in interest 
of Cushman only. 
 
[April Thur 5] 
 Attended. 
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State Convention at Ellensburg. 
 
Friday. 
It was the grandest aggregation of soreheads 
that ever met in the State of Washington.  Every 
man whom Wilson has denied office for the 
good of the party was there for revenge, and their 
forces were able to Give Ankeny the majority. 
Hopkins, the Wilson manager from Spokane Co. 
was defeated, as was Hughes, the P.I. manager 
from King. Co.  Spokane Co. was not allowed 
any representation whatever, and to add 
insult to injury Pierce Co. “stood in” with 
the “sorehead” – Ankeny forces.  I protested, but 
in vain, for Sullivan, Bates &c were in the 
majority.  I am afraid that a factional 
war in the part will be the outcome of this 
action, and it may give Cushman 
much trouble.  Have just written him 
in great detail about the result. 

Diary 1,  1900 
april07 

[April Sat 7] 
Have been urging Mayor elect Louis 
D. Campbell to appoint D. O. Smith 
Chief of Police, but do not think he 
will do so.  There are many persons  
objecting to Smiths appointment. 
Campbell offers to appoint him Chief 
of the Fire Dept. but Smith thinks his 
loyalty to Poyns will not permit him 
to accept it – although he otherwise 
would accept it. 
Sullivan people are urging Croake 
for Chief of Police – but will not get 
him. 
 
Campbell asked me to attend 
the Council canvass of Election 
returns on Tuesday & I promised 
to do so as his representative. 

Diary 1,  1900 
april08 

[April Sun 8] 
Candidates for Consul. Genl 
at Kanagawa, Japan, are 
Johnson Nickens, mayor, Tacoma, with 
Cushman as his backer. 
Senator L. B. Andrews, of King Co. with 
Ankeny & King Co. delegation as backers. 
     The papers announce that Senator 
John L. Wilson is in Washington 
seeking it – he is in Washington 
but I do not believe that he would 
accept the appointment under  
any circumstances 

Diary 1,  1900 
april10 

[April Tues 10] 
Attended the count of City 
Election returns at request of 
Mayor elect Campbell – every 

thing went smoothly – certification 
granted & no trouble 
 
D. O. Smith is not be Chief of Police 
- but is to be Chief of detectives. 

Diary 1,  1900 
april12and13 

[April Thur 12] 
Grosscup thinks that Andrews  
of Seattle may get such a mass 
of endorsements that it will embarrass 
Senator Foster in the appointment of Consul 
General at Yokahama, & suggests that 
he and Bedford telegraph urging my 
immediate appointment.  I consented. 
 
Sent Darrell $50. 
 
[April Fri 13] 
P. D. Norton died last night.  He is 
the manager of the Tacoma & St Paul Mill 
Co; President of the City Council, and was 
Senator Fosters manager last winter 
in his contest for the election to the U.S. Senate. 
His death is a sad loss to the business 
interests of Tacoma, and especially to his 
associates in the St Paul Mill Co. 

Diary 1,  1900 
april17 

[April Tues 17] 
Affairs in Alaska judgeship are in 
chaotic state.  It looks as if the President 
intended to pay all debts due this state by 
giving us the appointment of Consul General 
to Japan, which we are entitled to anyway. 
The age limit in the Alaskan Code bill has been struck 
out in the Senate, which leaves Judge Brown eligi 
=ble, and Senator Carter has the promise of one 
which leaves but one other judge to appoint & 
all the states grasping at it.    Wilson is in 
Washington urging the appointment of Shaw of Spokane 
Cushman is endorsing Nickens, and Foster is 
telegraphing to Grosscup to keep his friends from 
endorsing Nickens.    In reply Grosscup urged 
Foster to secure my prompt appointment, to the  
place.  I telegraphed Foster saying, “Much 
prefer Japan, but leave everything with you” 
Evening News announces desperate fight on between 
Nickens and Wilson – Nickens will not be 
appointed.   It looks at this time as if I could 
not get Alaskan Judgeship 

Diary 1,  1900 
april18 

[April Wed 18] 
Case of 
Bird v. Winyer 
filed in court. 

Diary 1,  1900 
april21 

[April Sat 21] 
Bird v. Winyer : Argument. 
sustained – 10 days to answer. 
Made new service on Sallie & Frank 
in the name of “Winyer” 
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Diary 1,  1900 
april23 

[April Mon 23] 
Trial Armstrong v. Oakley. 
continued until Thursday 

Diary 1,  1900 
april25 

[April Wed 25] 
Answer Hegele v. Pierce County. 

Diary 1,  1900 
april26 

[April Thur 26] 
Armstrong v. Oakley. trial 
continued until Monday. 

Diary 1,  1900 
april28and29 

[April Sat 28] 
Bird v. Winyer:  Argument of 
Motion to Quash service 
 
[April Sun 29] 
The matter of my appointment to the 
Alaskan Judgeship or Japanese Consul 
Generalship is in process of evolution – 
On Friday Grosscup received telegram from 
Senator Foster saying that he had just inter 
=viewed the Attorney General and had assurances 
of my appointment as Judge, and that he 
was inclined to appoint Bellows to Japan. 
On consultation between Grosscup, Bedford 
& I, we sent telegram saying that if my 
appt. to alaska was assured beyond doubt 
to appt. Bellows, otherwise appt. me to Japan 
and Bellows, Marshal in Alaska. 
Col. Griggs sent Foster telegram urging my 
appt. to Japan, & yesterday received ans. 
saying that everything was being done to get 
appts. arranged satisfactorily – which means 
in accordance with Foster – Grosscup telegrams 
 
Col. Griggs tells me that Foster told him a week 
ago at St. Paul that I was to have either the 
Judgeship or Consul Genl.ship – that 
I was first in line & should have the 
appt. if only one could be secured. 

Diary 1,  1900 
april30andmay1 

[April Mon 30] 
Trial of Armstrong v. Oakley 
before Judge Williamson – 
under advisement. 
 
[May Tues 1] 
Committee of Gig Harbor Squatters – Hunt, 
Fonda, Moore, Collins, Schillein, Kimball &c 
came to see me about settlement of the 
Jeresich and Farrague claims.  I have 
offered, as attorney for Jeresich & Farrague, 
to compromise by allowing each actual 
settler from one to four acres of land where 
his improvements stand, to be sold to them 
after final proof, at $25.00 per acres. 
They are in the main satisfied with this, 
but some of them want more land - as 
much as ten acres in some cases. 
I have said to them that no one will be 

allowed water front, and that no one 
on water front north of Jeresich’s house 
will be given any privilege of holding 
land.  I have said to them plainly that 
neither Jeresich nor the other claimants 
would agree to any thing – that I alone 
would make the agreement and that they 
must look to me to have it consummated 
after final proof – they agree to that. 

Diary 1,  1900 
may04and05 

[May Fri 4] 
E. C. Bellows was today 
appointed Consul General to Japan. 
I desired this place very much, but 
my endorsments were all for Judge 
in Alaska, and evidently Senator 
Foster thought I ought not to have two 
choices – so Bellows was appointed 
 
Recd. telegram from Senator Foster 
saying Bellows was appointed but that 
he was “watching Alaska Code bill carefully” – 
His former telegrams are that Bellows 
should only have Japanese place when 
he was sure of my appt. to Judgeship 
 
It looks as if Alaska bill would 
fail to pass on account of amend 
-ments in the House.- 
 
[May Sat 5] 
Motion to strike Am. Comp. in 
Hegele v. County. overruled. 
 
Bird v. Winyer set for Friday 
next for argument of demurrer. 

Diary 1,  1900 
may07 

[May Mon 7] 
Compromised the case of 
Basse[?] v. Tacoma Ry & Motor Co. 
for $350.00 
 
Submitted to Sullivan a statement 
of the matter of claim to $275. in Sheeks 
possession.  Sheeks to submit 
his argument, and both to make 
any additional argument nec 
=essary after examining the others 
papers. 

Diary 1,  1900 
may08and09 

[May Tues 8] 
The case of State vs. 
McGrath set for hearing at 
2 p.m. at Fern Hill. 
 {Find $10 & costs.} 
 
Meeting at my house : George Boardman, 
Bedford, Fairweather, Ed. Cushman 
& I. to take steps to organize a 
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Republican Club:  Nickens, Paulhamas 
&c. object to my taking a prominent 
part in Frank Cushmans campaign 
- they desire to control in the interest of 
Ankeny. 
 
Bosse[?] v. Tac. Ry. Co. settled for $350. 
 
[May Wed 9] 
Gig Harbor settlers on Jeresich &  
Farrague lands in to see me for a 
compromise : Have given them in 
ultimatum as follows: they to withdraw 
all objections to proof.  Proofs to be 
made & title obtained to my clients 
& then will sell them land [?] containing 
their improvements and homes at 
$25.00 per acre.  They are fighting 
now among themselves : Those on the 
Farrague tract are opposing those on the 
Jerisich land. – Let em fight! 

Diary 1,  1900 
may11 

[May Fri 11] 
Bird v. Winyer: Argument 
of general demurrer 
 
upon a full argument before Judge 
Williamson he sustained the 
complaint in the case of Bird  
v. Winyer, and also my theory  
of the case. 

Diary 1,  1900 
may12 

[May Sat 12] 
Judge Williamson decided 
case of Oakley v. Armstrong v 
Oakly against me – for Oakly. 

Diary 1,  1900 
may17 

[May Thur 17] 
Meeting of Boardman, Fairweather, 
Bedford, Ed. Cushman and I at 
Boardmans office to take further 
steps in organizing Rep. Club. 
Meeting concludes to support me 
for Pres.    Bedford for V. P.   Boardman 
for Treas & Heilig for Secretary. 
 
Organization is to be entirely in the 
interest of the renomination of 
Frank Cushman for Congress. 
 
Meeting fixed for Wednesday 23rd 
at Chickering Hall. 

Diary 1,  1900 
may18and19 

[May Fri 18] 
Bedford called me up & I went 
to his office at his request to see 
him.  He said that he had consulted 
with Grosscup and they concluded 
that I ought not to be Pres:  I suggested 
Albie & said that he was an Anti Wilson 

man – Bedford said he would be satisfact 
=ory – although he did not seem to be very 
well acquainted with Albie. 
     I told Cushman & Fairweather & they 
were both disappointed in Bedford 
We postponed meeting for two weeks. 
 
[May Sat 19] 
 Telegram from Darrell saying 
that he had passed all his examinations 
mental & physical at Annapolis, 
& sent him $100. by telegraph 
 
Meeting of King Co. Rep. Club to 
determine whether that Co will 
support a candidate for Governor 
or Congressman. 

Diary 1,  1900 
may20 

[May Sun 20] 
Wrote letter to Cushman & sent 
him report of King Co. Club last 
night – in which they determined 
to support Governor, & not Congressman 

Diary 1,  1900 
may23 

[May Wed 23] 
Had interview with Gov. Brady 
of Alaska.  He assures me that 
the Alaska Code Bill will pass and 
says also that in “looking up” the various 
candidates out here the Atty. General 
got a very flattering report about 
me.  Gov. Brady is stout, short, 
straight, and vigorous:  he has a 
clear eye and is a fearless man. 
I judge that there is never but one 
side of any case, to him, and that 
he sometimes makes mistakes. 
 
Court overruled defendants motion 
to strike and to make complaint more definite 
in Muhlman v. Hofstad. 

Diary 1,  1900 
may24 

[May Thur 24] 
Recd. from Cushman a 
corrected copy of Alaska Code, 
so far as it has passed the house 
of Representatives. 
 
Jeresich and wife made power of 
attorney to permit me to compromise 
with settlers at Gig Harbor – in compliance 
with United States Court. 

Diary 1,  1900 
may28and29 

[May Mon 28] 
Deposited papers in a 
compromise of Jeresich 
case with Judge Carroll 
 
[May Tues 29] 
Took appeal for 50 Japanese 
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from Inspector to Commissioner General 
Washington, D.C. 
 
Inspector refuse to entertain 
appeals until each appellant 
puts up $12.00 – 19 refuse to do 
this – 31 put up the money. 
     Appeal from this action also. 

Diary 1,  1900 
may30 

[May Wed 30] 
Spoke on Memorial Day 
at Puyallup Indian school. 
Called attention to their heroes, 
soldiers &c. and that Kantz, 
Ord, Keyes, Grant, Pickett & 
Sheridan fought their warriors. 

Diary 1,  1900 
june02 

[June Sat 2] 
Papers report that “Annapolis” 
and “Chespeake” are to take the 
Annapolis classes, including the 
May entrance cadets, on voyage 
This takes Darrell, I hope. 

Diary 1,  1900 
june04 

[June Mon 4] 
Served Brief & Argument in 
case of 31 Japanese on 
appeal to Com. Genl. Wash. D. C. 
 
Appeal &c in case of 
Armstrong v. Oakley 
 
Just received this telegram from 
Senator Foster:  “I called on Pres 
=ident and Attorney General this morning 
your case is not dead yet by any means.” 
Sent the following answer: 
“Thanks for assurance have had no 
fear doubt of your success.” 

Diary 1,  1900 
june06 

[June Wed 6] 
Just received telegram from 
Senator Foster as follows:  “Your 
appointment just came to Senate for 
Judge in Alaska. I congratulate you. 
 A. G. Foster.” 
 
Sent Senator Foster telegram: “I 
thank you for my appointment. It 
places me and my family under 
deep and last obligations to you. 
Where am I assigned by the President.” 
 
Other telegrams from Foster saying that 
appointment confirmed by Senate, & that 
Noyes of Minn. & Brown of Wyoming 
are also appointed:  he requests me 
not to commit myself on appointments 
of court officers until he can write. 

Diary 1,  1900 [June Thur 7] 

june07and08 Telegrams of congratulation: 
Senator Charles W. Fairbanks, Wash, D.C. 
Senator Addison, G. Foster, “    “ 
S. H. Piles, Seattle 
John P. Hartman – Seattle. 
Charles E. Claypool,  “ 
Hugh C. Wallace,  San Francisco 
John Arthur   Seattle 
C. B. Hopkins,   Spokane 
C. L. Stewart   Puyallup, {& others} 
 office full of callers all day. 
 
Recd many letters of congratulation. 
 
Senator Fairbanks of Indiana 
telegraphed me as follows: 
“I cordially congratulate you 
upon your appointment and unanimous 
confirmation”   Charles W. Fairbanks” 
 
[June Fri 8] 
Telegram from Senator Foster saying, 
“Indications you will be assigned to Eagle City 
Tremendous pressure assign Brown 
Juneau and Noyes Nome.  Eagle City 
district will be {by} far easiest. 
 A. G. Foster.” 
 
 Also this! 
“I endorse Nickens for Court 
Commissioner Alaska.” 
 A. G. Foster. 

Diary 1,  1900 
june09and10 

[June Sat 9] 
For Cushman telegram & 
Nickens matter see June 11. 
 
Charles Bedford came in to 
see me today, saying that he 
had a telegram from Senator Foster 
about Nickens.  I said, “Well 
stop right there for I will not 
appoint him.” &c 
     He laughed & produced his 
telegram – it requested me 
not to appoint Nickens –in 
effect – but not in words!! 
 
[June Sun 10] 
Sent Senator Foster this telegram 
in Answer to one saying that I 
was assigned to Eagle City Dist. 
 
“Assignment perfectly satisfactory. 
Wife specially pleased.  Hurry Com 
=mission and instructions.  Am 
ready to go.  Will not appoint 
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Mayor.”  James Wickersham” 
by “will not appoint Mayor” I meant 
that I would not appoint Nickens- 
 
{H. C.} Wallace made strong objection to 
my assignment to Eagle City saying that he 
had promise that I was to go to St. Micheals. 
He went to Washington for that purpose as 
he desired Dautrick to be my clerk. 
Upon telegram from Foster I practically 
promised to appoint Dautrick – but 
now it is off! 

Diary 1,  1900 
june11and12 

mistake in date 
[June Mon ]9 
Telegram from Cushman 
June 9th 
“I wish Johnson Nickens appointed 
Commissioner either at Nome or other good 
place.  Please consult with him about  
this Francis W. Cushman” 
 
Nickens was evidently informed that Sen 
ator Foster & Congressman Cushman had 
sent telegrams & he called to see me. 
Told him that I had already promised 
not to commit myself – he declined to 
talk of Comr, and said that Foster & 
Cushman had promised him the 
Clerkship in my court.  I told him 
that I had promised to appoint another 
man – provided Foster had not 
already promised the place to secure 
my appointment as Judge &c.  He 
assumed an injured tone and went 
away saying that he would have Foster 
& Cushman telegraph me further 
requesting his appointment as Clerk. 
 
[2nd page  of June 9 on “June Tues 12”:] 
Foster telegraphed yesterday that my commission 
had been forwarded and that salary would start 
from taking oath & assuming duties of office. 
I took oath and assumed duties at once. 
Telegrams from Foster asking for Perrys 
address  - (did not know), and saying 
to send in requisition for supplies. 
Answered by telegraph. 
 
Recd. long letter from Senator Foster 
asking me not to commit myself 
on appts. until he could reach me  
by letter again:  Also congratulating 
me and telling me about efforts to 
procure my appointment. 
     Enclosed telegram from E. A. 
Henderson, of News, asking to be 

appointed Clerk of court. 
[See next for transcription of over  
writing.] 

Diary 1,  1900 
june11and12 
enhanced red 

[written over entry, in red:] 
Took the oath of Office 
and assumed the duties of 
my office as Judge of U.S. District 
Court 3rd Judicial District 
of Alaska today.  Commission 
forwarded today from Washington. 
Arrived in Tacoma 17 years ago 
today. 
 James Wickersham 
I will not appoint him! 

Diary 1,  1900 
june13and14 

[June Wed 13] 
George {A. Jeffery} went over to Seattle 
to get specimen pages of 
court record books, from 
Clerk of U.S. Court. 
 
Requisition for desks, records 
furniture, office supplies &c 
made and forwarded to the 
Attorney General, with bids 
from local dealers. 
 
[June Thur 14] 
Made requisition on Atty. Genl 
for desks, chairs, records, and 
general court supplies. 
Submitted bids from local 
dealers, and asked permission 
by telegraph to purchase same. 
Wrote to Foster asking him 
to go to Atty. Genl. & urge the 
matter by telegraph.  Also 
wrote him that I desired to 
appoint Heilig or Arkley:  Recd 
letter from Senator Fairbanks asking 
me to make appt. Comr. at Nome, for 
him. 

Diary 1,  1900 
june15and16 

[June Fri 15] 
Grosscup gave a dinner 
to the Pierce Co. Legislative delega 
-tion, at his house tonight.  There 
were present all but Barlow.  We 
ate and drank and talked. 
 
While at dinner Grosscup told 
me that he had a confidential com 
=munication about my Clerk 
from Wash. and would talk it 
over with me tomorrow. 
 
[June Sat 16] 
Received my commission  
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of as District Judge of Alaska 
 
Grosscup has a confidential letter from 
Thos. Sammons, Senator Fosters private 
secretary, requesting Grosscup to use his 
efforts to secure Harry Fosters appointment 
as my clerk.  Harry is not an expert 
clerk or accountant:  he is a frank, 
clever, big hearted boy, but I fear 
that he lacks many of the necessary 
qualities of a successful clerk. 
 
This request is likely to prove very em 
=barassing to me. 
 
Well what fools these mortals be! 
I was, I have no doubt, really assigned or 
intended to be, to St Micheals:  Wallace went on 
to Washington & pressed Dautrick for Clerk 
at that place: - I was then assigned to Eagle 
City where Dautrick could not go – and Harry 
Foster is pushed ahead as Clerk!! 
 Wallace is green! 

Diary 1,  1900 
june17and18 

[June Sun 17] 
Had a talk with Heilig on 
yesterday afternoon & told 
him of situation, told him that 
I preferred him for clerk – 
he has procured endorsement 
of Pierce Co. Legislative delegation 
& is very desirous of going 
with me. 
 
[June Mon 18] 
Tried case of Bentzene v. Bentzene 
before Judge Carroll – left with 
Reid for final disposition. 
 
Telegrams from many persons over 
the State in favor of Heilig 
Talked with Grosscup and Bedford 
who agreed with me that Heilig ought 
to be appointed – telegraphed to the 
Senator at Philadelphia asking 
if he objected - but no answer 

Diary 1,  1900 
june19and20 

[June Tues 19] 
No answer to telegram to 
Foster at Phil – so again 
telegraphed to Washington. 
I cannot get requisition for 
for court supplies, records, &c 
honored until Clerk is appointed 
& it is imperative. 
 
[June Wed 20] 
Have just received telegram from 

Senator Foster consenting Heilig’s 
appointment as clerk.  This relieves 
me from much embarrassment. 
 
Telegram from Attorney General 
authorizing me to purchase books 
& records, but saying furniture 
& supplies would be forwarded 
from Washington. 

Diary 1,  1900 
july02 

[July Mon 2] 
Left Tacoma at 4:30 p.m. on the 
Str. “Flyer” for Seattle: many friends 
at dock to bid us good by:  Heilig’s family 
& George A. Jeffery, stenographer in party. 
Met Judge Noyes & party at Seattle, where 
we boarded Str. “City of Seattle.” 
for Skagaway.  Good accomodations 

Diary 1,  1900 
july03and04 

[July Tues 3] 
Rolled across Queen Charlottes Sd. 
 
[July Wed 4] 
We crossed Dixon Entrance today & 
entered Alaska -. passed by a 
fish camp – Ketchikan. 
Set off fire crackers &c for 
Howard & some other children. 

Diary 1,  1900 
july05and06 

[July Thur 5] 
Reached Juneau – Judge {M. C.} Brown 
holding court – had conference 
with him. 
 
[July Fri 6] 
Reached Skagway at 12 m. 
and went to the 5th Ave. Hotel. 
Took rooms and remained 
all night.  Train tomorrow 
morning. 

Diary 1,  1900 
july07and08 

[July Sat 7] 
Train from Skagway to Bennett, 
where we transferred to the boat, 
-the Australian – for Cariboo 
Crossing.  There we again took 
the train – road just completed – 
rough – trains run over only this 
week, and reached White 
Horse at midnight. 
 
[July Sun 8] 
Came on “Yukoner” last 
night at midnight, and at 
9 oclock this morning we 
started down the Yukon for 
Dawson. 

Diary 1,  1900 
july09and10 

[July Mon 9] 
Met Perigree on sandbar 
and are pulling to get her 
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off – broke iron cables. 
Perigree has landed larger band 
of sheep on west shore and cattle 
on east shore of Yukon. 
 
[July Tues 10] 
Got Perigree off about 10 oclock, 
and started on our way down  
the river. 

Diary 1,  1900 
july11and12 

[July Wed 11] 
Mr. Ed. S. Orr, who as Mayor 
of Tacoma, appointed me City Atty, 
is a resident of Dawson, and the head 
of the firm of Orr & Tukey[?], freighters 
to the mines.  He invited our party to 
go out to El Dorado and Bonanza 
Gulches as his guests : went in his 
stage coach with four horses,  Orr 
driving.  Went to Grand Forks, & 
put up at Hotel.  Visited mines, 
explored tunnels &c. “sniped” from 
bedrock, washed gravel, and 
all hands were treated everywhere 
as royally as American miners 
treat visitors.  Gold & CheChaco 
Hills are the most interesting mining 
camps I ever saw. 
 
[July Thur 12] 
After visiting mines and 
talking with people, seeing 
operations and generally 
surveying the plan of mining 
at this rich and interesting spot 
we returned to Dawson by Orrs 
coach this afternoon.  We were 
treated right royally by Orr, who 
is voted a prince by every one 
in our party. 

Diary 1,  1900 
july13and14 

[July Fri 13] 
Entrance mining tunnels on 
Chechaco Hill 
1900. 
 
[July Sat 14] 
Back to Dawson & took passage 
 for Eagle City. 
  on 
 Str. “John Cudahy” 

Diary 1,  1900 
july15and16 

[July Sun 15] 
Reached Eagle City on this 
day, on the Str. “John Cudahy”. 
We were met by the entire popula 
=tion, headed by Mayor Querry – 
who kindly undertook to get us 
settled.  We took possession 

of a log house on the post reserve 
(corner D & First Ave), for sleeping 
& take our meals at the Eagle Res 
taurant, proprietor, Miss Thompson 
 
[card:] 
JAMES WICKERSHAM 
U.S. DISTRICT JUDGE. EAGLE CITY, ALASKA 
 
{D and First Ave where Airfield now 
 11/5/69 RCA[Ruth Allman]} 
 
[July Mon 16] 
Issued call for court at 
Rampart on August 20th 
Rented log cabin (corner B. 
& First Ave.) for Clerks office. 

Diary 1,  1900 
august16and17 

[August Thur 16] 
Ketchumstock Billy & his family 
 from the Tanan River. 
 
The Indians shown in the picture 
on the opposite page were from the 
Tanana river & had crossed the 
divide to visit their relatives & 
friends at the Indian village 
2 miles above Eagle.  This picture 
was taken by myself as the Indians 
children & dogs came into Eagle – 
The dogs were all packed, but it 
may be noticed the women have the 
heavy loads.   J.W.  Aug 1900 
 
[Aug Fri 17] 
Left Eagle today at noon for 
Rampart.  Debbie & Howard 
go with me.   Str – “Susie” 
[photo caption:] 
Ketchumstock Billy & his family. 
Tanana Indian family, on the 
parade ground. Ft. Egbert, Alaska. 

Diary 1,  1900 
august18and19 

[August Sat 18] 
[photo caption:] 
Higgins Store – Rampart 
1900 

Diary 1,  1900 
august20and21 

[August Mon 20] 
Court convened at Rampart 
Present. Judge – Heilig, Clerk. 
Perry, Marshal.  Post, Pros. Atty. 
Reynoldson, Dep. Marshal. 
Je   No case ready for trial – 
no lawyers here to get cases ready. 
Many messy controversys – but nothing 
ready for court.  Heard license 
applications  & one small 
motion. – 
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[August Tues 21] 
Application for license – 
nothing ready.  Prisoners sent 
to Circle City, where I will hold 
jury term. 

Diary 1,  1900 
august22 

[August Wed 22] 
Left Rampart. 
Str. “Sarah” 7 a.m. for Eagle 
        – Fare  $40 to Circle 
   Add -  “      20 “  Eagle. 
     60.  home 

Diary 1,  1900 
august24and25 

[August Fri 24] 
[photo caption:] 
Tena Indian winter skin house 
 at Fort Yukon. 
 
[August Sat 25] 
The picture on the opposite page 
was taken by myself at Fort 
Yukon, in the winter – on my trip 
to Rampart – It shows the old 
type of tent house used by the 
Tena Indians – it is made by 
bending poles & covering them with 
cariboo skins – a flap door 
and an open small hole 
gives entrance, light and a  
place for the smoke to escape. 
Banked around it serves as a 
home for these people in mid- 
winter – they keep the fire going & 
with plenty of untanned cariboo 
skins they manage to survive 
the coldest weather. 
  J.W. 

Diary 1,  1900 
august26and27 

[August Sun 26] 
9 P.M.  Have just returned from 
Rampart on the “Sarah”, A. C. boat. 
Met Major Tucker, Paymaster U.S.A. 
 
[August Mon 27] 
Home getting in winter’s wood 
and working on house. 
 [photo caption:] 
Indian in birch bark canoe poling 
     up Yukon-Eagle. 

Diary 1,  1900 
august28and29v 

[August Tues 28] 
Same as yesterday. 
[photo caption:] 
Ketchumstock Billy & his family. 
 
[August Wed 29] 
Same as yesterday. 

Diary 1,  1900 
august30and31 

[August Thur 30] 
Str “Hannah” went down 

the river: Co. “L.” went to Ft. 
Gibbon:  Mrs. Capt. Wright, 
Van Hook & Major Tucker 
were passing us. 
 
[August Fri 31] 
Left Eagle City on Str. “Sarah” 
for Circle City – Dept. Marshall Reynoldson 
Stenographer, and 8 jurymen on board. 
 Fare $15.00 
Stuck on sandbar opposite 
 Coal Creek 

Diary 1,  1900 
september01and02 

[September Sat 1] 
Stuck on sandbar hard & fast. 
Str. “Powers” passed with barge 
“New York” in tow. 
 
[September Sun 2] 
Stuck on sandbar 60 miles from 
Circle City – now for 24 hours. 
Will take to the small boats with 
jurymen and drift down the river. 
We can make the trip in 12 hours & 
will reach there at midnight or later. 
 
Left “Sarah” at 1:00 p.m. in two boats 
- 5 men in my boat, 6 in the other.  We 
reached Circle City at 9 oclock, by 
good rowing.  I steered boat, & 
we took lunch on beach about 
6 oclock.  Rather cold and stiff. 
 
Was received and quartered in very 
comfortable apartments by my friend 
Mr. A. B. Hamilton of the N.A.T. Co. 

Diary 1,  1900 
september03and04 

[September Mon 3] 
Court at “Circle City.” 
Court met at 11 a.m.  Grand 
jury called, examined & sworn, 
appointed Mr. F. M. Brown, foreman. 
Call of petit jury, but nothing else. 
Recess until tomorrow at 10 a.m. 
Read instructions to the Grand Jury. 
 
George A. Jeffery paid me what I 
had advanced to get him into the 
country. 
 
Grand jury found indictment against 
one prisoner for larceny. 
 
[September Tues 4] 
Grand jury trying cases as 
would a petit jury, and utterly 
refuse to indict Hubbard for the 
murder of McNamee[?]:  Called them 
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in and gave them very pointed 
instructions as to their duty. 
 
Will hold Hubbard over to next 
grand jury if no indictment found. 
There is an evident inclination on 
part of the grand jury to refuse to 
return indictments.  Stringent measures 
may have to be resorted to. 

Diary 1,  1900 
september05and06 

[September Wed 5] 
Bentz (Chas. W) pleads guilty 
of larceny & petit jury excused 
until tomorrow. 
     Judge Post tells me that the Grand 
Jury is giving way and is more 
tractable to the rules of law. 
Indictments returned against 
Chas. Hubbard, murder 2nd degree 
Danl. Callahan, rape. 
Prisoners arraigned:  tomorrow to plead 
 
[September Thur 6] 
Callahan rape case called. 
Claypool appeared as his attorney 
I refused to permit him to appear 
as he was the committing magistrate 
before whom Callahan was examined. 
 
Sherman brought into court:  arraigned: 
U.S. v. Daniel Callahan – trial. 
Kellum for Deft.  Jury trial. 
 Verdict “Not guilty”. 

Diary 1,  1900 
september07and08 

[September  Fri 7] 
U.S. v. Charles Hubbard. 
Murder 2nd degree.  Claypool and 
Kellum appeared for defendant 
 Trial:  Jury. 
 
[September Sat 8] 
U.S. v. Hubbard. 
 Verdict. “Manslaughter” 
Allen v. Garrett.  Injunction in 
mining case.  Argument. 

Diary 1,  1900 
september09and10 

[September Sun 9] 
Held this term of court in 
Eagle Circle City in the church. 
 
Attended Episcopal Church – when 
Charley Claypool passed the plate he 
stood for an unusual time by one 
parishioner – and finally moved on 
to other contributors – He told me: 
When I presented the plate to him he 
put in five dollars – I whispered to 
him “come again”. He squirmed but 
soon put in another 5 – I said Ante 

the whole 25, old man” He replied “go 
on you blackmailer” – but I stood pat 
He then said “What in hell do you want,” 
& I replied “I want the 25 dollars you 
beat me out of in the poker game 
last night,” - & stood waiting. 
He soon yielded & fished up the other 
$15, and then I moved on.  He passes 
the plate next Sunday but I’ll not 
be there.” 
 
[September Mon 10] 
Motion for new trial & in 
arrest of judgment, denied. 
While I have no doubt but there 
was error in excluding some 
testimony offered by defense, yet 
it was immaterial, and there 
was abundant competent testimony 
 Sentences: 
Bentz, 2 years to McNeils Is. Wash. 
Hubbard 10  “  “       “         “        “ 
Appointed Baker, Sr.[?] Rampart, 
receiver in Allen v. Garrett. 
 
Court Adjourned. 

Diary 1,  1900 
september11and12 

[September Tues 11] 
Waighti Waiting for steamer. 
 
[September Wed 12] 
Waiting for steamer. 
Wrote nice long letter to Darrell. 

Diary 1,  1900 
september13and14 

[September Thur 13] 
Still waiting for steamer. 
[map:] 
Circle City saloons in 1896. 
Front Street. 
1. Jim Chronister’s Saloon. 
2. A. C. Co’s Store. 
3  Harry  Ash’s  Saloon 
4. Frank Knights   “ 
5. Jim White’s       “ 
6. John Burke’s Dance Hall. 
7. Bob English’s Saloon 
8  Jim McCarty s Saloon 
9. Dinsmore Spencer and 
 McPhee’s saloon 
10. Leak, Ashby Bonnifield 
 & Holden’s saloon 
11. Bonlay Bros.          “  
 
[September Fri 14 ] 
[See next] 

Diary 1,  1900 
september14 

[September Fri 14 ] 
Steamers Weare and Seattle No 3. 
went down river : Also Bella 
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Reynoldson and McAull[?] were 
down with prisoners Hubbard 
and Bentz, to St Micheal & 
will then take steamer for 
Seattle & McNeils Island. 
Waiting for Steamer up stream 

Diary 1,  1900 
september15and16 

[September Sat 15] 
Still waiting for steamer 
 
[September Sun 16] 
Still waiting for the -------- steamer. 
There are waiting: 
James Wickersham, Judge 
A. M. Post, U.S. Pros. Atty. 
A. R. Heilig, Clerk 
G. G. Perry, U.S. Marshal 
Mrs. G. G. Perry, 
Geo. A. Jeffery, Stenographer 
Geo. K. French, Asst. U.S. Pros. Atty. 
Col. Plato Mountjoy, U. S. examiner 

Diary 1,  1900 
september17and18 

[September Mon 17] 
No steamer. 
 
[September Tues 18] 
No steamer yet - 
Heard argument for receiver in 
case of N.A.T. Co. v. McDill- 
the applicant being intervenor 
A.C.Co.  Denied. 

Diary 1,  1900 
september19and20 

[September Wed 19] 
No steamer yet – 
 
[September Thur20] 
Waiting for blinkety blank steamer 

Diary 1,  1900 
september21and22 

[September Fri 21] 
No steamer yet. 
Making arrangements to go up 
the river afoot:  will take a boat 
& two men to pole her along 
shore to carry provisions, tent, &c 
Snowing hard, and will wait 
day or two until weather settles. 
Will take 10 to 15 days to Eagle! 
 
[September Sat 22] 
     “Steamboat!! 
The “Rock Islander” and “Susie” 
both came into Circle this forenoon. 
We took passage on the “Susie”. 

Diary 1,  1900 
september23and24 

[September Sun 23] 
En route to Eagle. 
 
[September Mon 24] 
Eagle City – 
Judge Post and Col. Mountjoy 
will continue on to Dawson on the 

“Susie” in morning, and thence to Seattle. 
Diary 1,  1900 
october05and06 

[October Fri 5] 
 Caribou Hunt. ! 
Went caribou hunting on head 
of Mission & Forty Mile with 
Capt. Farnsworth.  I rode a gray 
horse from Post, belonging to or  used by 
Lieutenant Cragie.  Capt. F. rode his own 
horse:  we had pack train of 5 mules, two 
packers on horses and Frank Lee, the 
hunter as guide.  Went out to American 
Creek and across, up to the summits of 
mountains and went south west on 
-the divide between American and Mission 
to the head of Calten[?], at head of Bear 
& Champion, forks of Forty Mile.  Lee 
and Webb have a camp here on the 
extreme end of Mission and there we 
camped at dusk.  Capt. F. brought 
a large Sibley tent which was quickly 
put up, a Yukon stove which was soon 
blazing, and Dawson, a first class 
cook who soon got us a fine supper 
of caribou steak.  Webb and Lee have 
about 50 caribou hanging here on pole. 
 
[October Sat 6] 
This day we remained about camp 
arranging beds, &c. and getting ready for 
a caribou hunt tomorrow.  Went out 
hunting ptarmigan and killed several 
Burt Bryant and an old western 
hunter named Tracy reached camp 
today.  They have some caribou out 
here to take in.  Tracy will remain. 
Our camp is in small bunch of timber 
just at head of gulch and on side 
of divide between here and Champion 
- with Bear Creek just over mountain. 

Diary 1,  1900 
october07 

[October Sun 7] 
Lee took Captain and I me 
out hunting this morning.  Went 
horseback.  Saw two wolves near 
camp.  Foggy and snow on ground 
and could not tell at first what they 
were – one was a splendid big black 
fellow and I followed him for two or 
three miles – but could not get a shot. 
Rejoined Lee and Capt. F. and we rode 
over mountains, along precipices, over snow 
-fields and a thousand places where a 
Sioux Indian would have hesitated. 
Cap F. saw band of  Caribou feeding on a 
high steep mountain side, and Lee con 
ducted us around and near them on horseback 
We dismounted and F. and I approached them 
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creeping, while Lee held the horses.  We had to 
climb mountain. Lee gave me his gun – not 
used to it and nervous – I missed but by the 
Capt. killed one buck caribou.  If I 
had kept my own gun think I could have 
shot the whole herd with buck shot – they were 
so close. 
 
Killed more ptarmigan 

Diary 1,  1900 
october09and10 

[October Tues 9] 
Killed 4 caribou on 
head waters of Bear Creek, 
on Forty Mile River. 
 
[October Wed 10] 
Wrote Darrell fine long letter 
all about hunting camp, caribou, 
ptarmigan, &c. &c. 

Diary 1,  1900 
october11 

[October Thur 11] 
Returned from Caribou hunt. 
Killed 4 caribou 
 36. ptarmigan 
and saw 2 wolves – one 
black and one gray 

Diary 1,  1900 
october14 

[October Sun 14] 
Issued temporary injunction 
in the case of Sawyer v Van Hook. 
Set hearing for tomorrow 10 A.M. 

Diary 1,  1900 
october15and16 

[October Mon 15] 
Hearing in Sawyer v Van Hook 
 : adjourned until tomorrow 
 
[October Tues 16] 
Trial of Sawyer, Van Hook, 
 finished 
Took the matter under advisement. 

Diary 1,  1900 
october17and18 

[October Wed 17] 
Str “Quick” arrived from 
Dawson with beef for 
Ft Egbert. 
 
[October Thur 18] 
Decided Sawyer v. Van Hook 
     for plaintiff. 
       Opinion. 
Snow storm: river closing up fast. 
Str. Quick went up the river 
      to Dawson. 
Steamer only 40 miles up river 
where she froze in and remained all 
winter:  McGowan and others & crew 
waited until ice thick enough and 
then went to Dawson over the ice. 

Diary 1,  1900 
october19and20 

[October Fri 19] 
Howards birthday. 
candy, nuts, presents. 

 
[October Sat 20] 
10.° below zero: 
heavy masses of ice moving 
in the Yukon:  people out 
sleighing with dog teams. 

Diary 1,  1900 
october21 

[October Sun 21] 
15.° below zero. 

Diary 1,  1900 
october26 

[October Fri 26] 
Beautiful day – clear 
sunshine – mild week. 

Diary 1,  1900 
october27and28 

[October Sat 27] 
20th Anniversary of 
our marriage; married in 
Rochester, Sangamon Co. Ill. 1880. 
Mail from outside – came 
down from Dawson in a 
scow. – Letters from Darrell 
Mrs. Mc MClain[?], Mave, Aunt Kate &c   
 
[October Sun 28] 
Valdez mail goes out. 
Sent out receipt for salary for 
months of July, Aug, Sept and 
Oct.  Have not been paid a cent of 
salary yet, and will not until this 
receipt reaches Washington, when 
I will receive in due course of 
Alaska winter mail a check! 
when this is somehow exchanged 
- about spring I may expect to get 
the money. 

Diary 1,  1900 
october29and30 

[October Mon 29] 
Telegraph line was completed 
into Eagle City today, and Capt. 
Farnsworth sent his compliments 
& notice that I might send the 
first telegram out of American 
Alaska – the Yukon valley part. 
I sent telegram to Senator Foster 
the Tacoma Ledger and Ed. S. Orr, 
at Dawson.  Telegrams to 
the Sound, go to Skagway, and 
thence down by boat. – 4 days 
time! 
 
[October Tues 30] 
[Rcv]d telegram from Orr at 
[D]awson – first telegram 
[r]eceived in the Yukon valley. 

Diary 1,  1900 
october31andnove
mber1 

[October Wed 31] 
[November Thur 1 (torn away)] 
The posts on which the cache 
rests is covered with tin which 
prevents rats, mice, dogs and other 
animals from climbing them! 
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Diary 1,  1900 
november04and05 

[November Sun 4] 
[photo caption:] 
Howard – 1900. 
 
[November Mon 5] 
30° below zero. 
Have just discovered that in 
making up his quarterly accounts 
Heilig has credited government with 
much less fees in some cases than he 
received, and that he has quietly retained 
the same – amount only about $18 – but 
he swore to the correctness of the items 
knowing them to be incorrect.  Wrote 
him a letter giving the facts; and instructed 
him to report the matter to me, and gave 
him plainly to understand that another 
such an occurrence would result in 
his removal.  In his report he 
admits the peculation, but offers to 
turn the money over either to the government 
or to the party paying same.  Will 
determine this matter as soon as I 
hear from Attorney Genl. about amendment 
of fee bill. 
 See my letter to Heilig in lette[rs?] 

Diary 1,  1900 
november06and07 

[November Tues 6] 
Yesterday: 
33° below zero. this a m= 
sky clear – not a cloud 
nor a breath of wind. 
River  running, but fog  
rises like at Niagra. 
 
Election day: owing to 
completion of telegraph line 
between Eagle & Skagway 
we can get returns as soon 
as they reach Skagway by 
boat – probably within 10 days. 
 
Warmer today. 
 
[November Wed 7] 
We held sham election 
yesterday in Eagle: 141 votes 
case, and McKinley won 
by 7 votes. 
 McKinley   74. 
 Bryan      67. 

Diary 1,  1900 
november08and09 

[November Thur 8] 
The ice in the river is 
“jammed” or blocked opposite 
the Eagle bluff, and has ceased 
to run.  The river is rising 
rapidly and may break the 

jam and continue to run 
 
Nothing yet from Election in 
the States. 
 
Mrs. W_  gave her first “afternoon” 
to the ladies of Eagle. 
 
[November Fri 9] 
Man crossed river today – frozen. 
25° below zero, windy. 
Wrote to Mother. 

Diary 1,  1900 
november11 

[November Sun 11] 
Developed my first Kodak 
films & made a success 
of it – will not try making 
prints. 
[captions:] 
Howards pup “Yukon”. 
Ed. Crouch, Debbie, Howard. 
     starting out sleigh riding 
          on the Yukon. 

Diary 1,  1900 
november13 

[November Tues 13] 
McKinley Elected! 
 
Today we received telegram  
from Skagaway saying that 
McKinley was elected over Bryan. 
 
Names of slates given for McKinley 
&, Bryan, and a few details. 
 Good. 

Diary 1,  1900 
november16and17 

[November Fri 16] 
My friend Hamilton, at  
Circle gave Howard a Malamute 
pup when we were in Circle – He is 
very proud & it grows fat & fast. 
[photo caption:] 
Howard and - “Yukon”. 
 
[November Sat 17] 
Sunday – 18th 
Warrant received from Circle City 
to arrest one Donlan for grand larceny. 
Messenger – constable, came in from 
Circle afoot – 6 ½ days walk. 
Donlan arrested & put in jail. 
 
Have finished the storm door, and 
this finished the house back to the 
tent.  Have done nearly all the work 
myself – made doors, shelves, nailed 
on cloth, ceiling, tent walls on storm 
door &c. nailed down carpets, &c. &c. 

Diary 1,  1900 
november18and19 

[November Sun 18] 
Donlan arrested – see 
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opposite side of this sheet. 
 Mistake in stating 
it yesterday – 
 
Took another film of Kodak 
views – developed same tonight 
 
[November Mon 19] 
Donlan escaped from jail 
last night – took hinges off & 
opened door.  Perry sent 
messengers up river & is hunting 
the town over – 
Jessen returned from Mission Creek 
mines – filed or located No. 28 for 
Mrs. Wickersham 
Made about 2 doz Kodak pictures 
of my own development – success- 

Diary 1,  1900 
november20and21 

[November Tues 20] 
Taylor v. Berg, for hearing 
but postponed until Saturday 
upon telegram from Berg asking 
for time: telegram from Forty Mile. 
[photo caption:] Howard, “Yukon” & I – 
 
[November Wed 21] 
Began preparation of Court 
Rules. 
[caption:] 
Commanding officers Quarters.  Ft. Egbert. 1900. 

Diary 1,  1900 
november22and23 

[November Thur 22] 
40° below zero this morning. 
Difference in temperature between 
earth and air causes a fog to rise. 
Sun just resting on summit of horizon 
- the long night will commence in 
a few days.  Sky always clear. 
Valdez mail came in:  We 
got pk. of photograph from 
Darrell – fine one of him! 
 
It has been very cold all day – not 
warmer than 35° below zero 
 
[November Fri 23] 
Working on Court Rules. 
Donlan, escaped prisoner, not 
heard from – carelessness. 

Diary 1,  1900 
november24and25 

[November Sat 24] 
Taylor v. Berg. 
Granted temporary injunction. 
 
[November Sun 25] 
Worked on Court Rules 
 all day. 

Diary 1,  1900 [November Mon 26] 

november26and27 Worked on Court Rules 
 
[November Tues 27] 
Work on Court Rules. 
Sent George T. Reid $51. to pay 
my life insurance on Jany 9th 
 
The sun was seen just along the 
ridge south of Eagle yesterday – its 
copper rim only – today it is “out 
of sight”, and we will not see 
it any more, from where we live 
until about Jany 16.  It 
can be seen from the mountain 
summits, however, most if not all 
that time. 

Diary 1,  1900 
november28and29 

[November Wed 28] 
Ball at Ft. Egbert. 
At work on Court Rules. 
Sent out my receipt for Nov. salary. 
Attended ball at Ft. Egbert and 
wore my dress suit!  Think of 
it – a swallowtail &c. in  
Alaska! 
[photo caption:] 
“Barracks” – Drill Hall, Ft. Egbert, where we danced 
 
[November Thur 29] 
Thanksgiving Day 
Worked all day on Court Rules, 
and screen[?] - & attended Mr. Kirks 
reception in the evening. 
 Warm and slight fall 
  of snow. 

Diary 1,  1900 
november30anddec
ember1 

[November Fri 30] 
Now get bulletins from telegraph 
office – most interesting news 
that reaches Skagway. 
 
[December Sat 1] 
Mail!  The first 
outside mail via Dawson 
reached here tonight.  Letters 
from Darrell, Jennie, &c. &c. 
Last mail before this reached us 
Oct. 27 – 5 weeks. ago! 

Diary 1,  1900 
december02and03 

[December Sun 2] 
Attended Indian mission services at 
Pres. Church today. Rev. Mr. Kirk.  Indians 
came down the river from their village afoot 
and on dog sleds.  Services in English by Mr. Kirk 
translated by Enoch – who read also from their 
Taku Takudh bible – 
 
Attended the funeral of “Ketchumstock 
Billy” at Indian village today. 
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Burial service conducted by Enoch 
who read the entire Episcopal service 
from the Takudh prayer book, and 
the other Indians gave long responses 
in their own tongue!  But two white 
men present – Mr. Merriman, agent 
N.A.T.C. and I.  It was a remarkable 
scene to me – Athapascan Indians 
reading the entire burial service in 
their own tongue – fluently and 
intelligently, and all responses 
made quickly and in unison. 
The widow, with a child on her back – 
simply knelt in the snow.  I was sorry 
(v)[?] for her – she looked so poor and unhappy. 
 
[December Mon 3] 
Mail in from Circle City 
goes on to Dawson in the  
morning.  Answered all my 
correspondence in time get it 
on the way 
 
While the sun has wholly disappear 
=ed, the moon continues, like the Irish 
man said, to shine in the night where 
we need light.  It shines as long 
and brightly now in mid winter as 
the sun does in mid summer, and 
seems never to set – It probably 
shines all night if we and all 
day – if we could be see it from 
the level of Ft. Yukon. 

Diary 1,  1900 
december04and05 

[December Tues 4] 
Jeffery, stenographer, did 
not attend to my correspondence 
- neglected it, and it did not 
get into the mail in time to go 
out this morning.  I notified 
him that, in consequence, I 
would not allow him but a 
half month for December. 
 
Went out to edge of town hunting 
ptarmigan with “Sam”, an Indian. 
 
[December Wed 5] 
Another mail from Circle City 
 today 

Diary 1,  1900 
december07 

[December Fri 7] 
Justice of the Peace Prescott Sawyer 
has caused warrants for the arrest of 
two notorious keepers of houses of ill 
fame, and of the keepers of gambling 
houses, to issue and the arrests have 
been made.  His idea was to fine them 

a reasonable amount each quarter in 
vindication of the law and as an 
aid to the fund to maintain the police 
department.  Last year they were 
arrested by Thomas McMahon, then 
the Comr. and J. P. and they engaged lawyer 
and owing to the lax conditions procured 
the jury to acquit in the face of overwhelm 
ing evidence, and this they are now again 
to attempt.  Sawyer and Marshal Perry 
are both troubled about it, but I have 
instructed them to enter upon the fight to 
win, that they must employ the whole power 
of the government to convict since it is a 
case of defiance of the courts by the criminal 
class.  French has just received his 
commission as Asst. Pros. Atty, and says he 
will aid them earnestly – I hope he will. 
The first case is that of a keeper of house 
of ill fame and it is set for Monday. 

Diary 1,  1900 
december08and09 

[December Sat 8] 
Heard the matter of incorporation 
of Eagle:  Mr. Phillips of the A.E. 
Co. and Mr. Mills of the S. Y. T. 
Co. opposed incorporation.  Mr. 
Merriman of the N.A.T.Co. was 
indifferent while Crook of the  
A.C. favored incorporation 
Bevington is very much in 
favor. 
 
Howard asks that it be and it 
is hereby noticed that the A.C.Co 
this day opened a lot of Christ 
mas toys. – most of which he 
wants. 
 
[December Sun 9] 
Mrs. Farnsworth just sends us down a 
note from Ft. Egbert saying that the Captain 
has telegram from General Greeley saying 
that at fast ball game Dec. 2, Annapolis 
11 and Westpoint 7 – 
 
 Mail! 
Just in from Dawson & the World. 
Frick defeated for Gov. of Wash. 
by 2700 – just about the Ankeny 
force.  Letter from Darrell – 
he passed 2nd in Math. in Oct 
and generally high.  Letter from 
Tom Sammons & Senator Foster. 
 
Prepared is form of instructions to jury 
for Sawyer in his criminal case, 
and assisted him with general 
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advice. 
Diary 1,  1900 
december10and11 

[December Mon 10] 
Sawyer gave the woman of the town two 
trials – one a jury of 12 – 8 for acquittal 
4 for conviction, the others of jury of 6, – 4 for 
acquittal, 2 for conviction.  The saloons 
are going their bond and are making a 
hard fight.  It looks as if it were a fight 
of the saloons vs. the courts. 
 
Heard the matter of the incorporation and 
ordered the election to be held on Jany 
8th 1901. 
 
Went out hunting – Killed 3 Ptarmigan. 
 
[December Tues 11] 
Case before Judge Sawyer of U.S. v. Grace 
came up at 10 oclock for third trial – but he 
declined to call another jury and bound her 
over to court in the sum of $1000.  This gave 
the defence trouble & Sawyer would only accept 
good bond and they were unable to get such 
bondsmen, - finally Phillips of the A. E. Co. put 
up a $1000. in cash (said to belong to the prostitute). 
Before the other case was called against the 
other woman they concluded that the officers 
were in earnest and meant to make them 
bow to the law, and they came in and 
offered to plead guilty and pay all the 
costs and a fine.  Sawyer consented 
and that class of law breakers will no 
doubt respect the law hereafter.  The 
gamblers come next. 
 
Later:  Gamblers have also come and asked 
to plead guilty & pay fines & costs.  The 
War is over:  I have been much surprised 
at the weakness and cowardice of the men 
of Eagle in this matter.  Men who ought to 
have stood by the courts have joined in abusing 
them, and have returned verdicts in the most 
flagrant violation of the law and their oaths 
 
Very warm day – 14 above zero! 

Diary 1,  1900 
december12and13 

[December Wed 12] 
Jessen returned today from 
Dawson – by his dog team & sled. 
Nesbit of the “News” sent me a letter 
with some details of the Washington slate 
& county elections, while he also sent 
me magazines and papers – no 
outside paper, however, later than 
October. 
     Jessen also reports that the 
escaped prisoner is said to be at  

the coal mines, 10 miles this side of 
“Forty-Mile.” 
 
[December Thur 13] 
Bradley appearing for Leighton 
and Bowric appearing for himself 
sought to get me to arbitrate the case 
of Leighton v. Bowrice – but they could 
not agree upon the facts, &c. so I 
declined to act – Bowrice must 
answer The Complaint on file. 

Diary 1,  1900 
december14and15 

[December Fri 14] 
Went hunting and killed 5 ptarmigan. 
 
Ball at Fort Egbert, but we did 
not attend – too old, I guess. 
 
[December Sat 15] 
Mail from Circle City & Rampart. 
Claypool sends up complaint for 
Writ of Mandate against Teeter to compel 
him to deliver up ming  records at 
Birch Creek.  Mandate issued, 
& sent to Claypool by mail  
for service - 

Diary 1,  1900 
december18and19 

[December Tues 18] 
Marshal Perrys account 
presented – All correct except 
that all of his house was charged 
to government – he lives there as 
well as keeps his office there 
- but I finally allowed it 
after much argument. 
 
Study Club met at my house tonight 
I read paper on history of Alaska – discussion 
Present, Bevington, Mills, Farnsworth, Wilson 
Hess, Chamberlain, Myers, Davenport, Wick 
=ersham. 
 
[December Wed 19] 
Preparing decision and orders in the 
case of Allen v. Myers, et. al. from 
Rampart. 
 
 Mail! from the World, 
via Dawson.  Rec. letters from 
Darrell, Jennie &c. and clippings 
& letter from Jont Crouch.  Clipping 
about election – giving details 
in Pierce Co. & Washington. 
 
Recd letter from Atty Genl. enclosing 
permission from Sec. of War to use 
the Govt. Saw mill in cutting lumber 
for Courthouse and Jail. 
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Diary 1,  1900 
december20and21 

[December Thur 20] 
Saw Bevington today and he 
promises to assist in taking 
Perrys house off the hands of Govt. 
If he does I will require Perry 
to keep Marshals office in Heilig’s 
Office, and give up his office. 
 
Wrote Edwards at Rampart 
suggesting that a petition be sent 
to Foster praying for direct mail 
service from Valdez to Rampart 
& Koyukuk. 
 
Capt. Farnsworth will assist me with 
sawmill in getting lumber for Court House 
and Jail – as per letter of Sec. of War. 
 
[December Fri 21] 
Shortest day of the year. 
Broad daylight at 8.30.  Light fall of 
snow last night.  Thermometer at zero. 
Light clouds.  Sun below horizon.  A 
beautiful winter day- Dusk at 3. p.m. 
Six hours and a half of day light, and 
yet it was cloudy.  So far we are both 
surprised and pleased that the climate 
here is so much better than it has been 
represented.  While it gets cold, yet 
it is dry, and barring long trips and 
accidents there is little danger from 
the cold. 

Diary 1,  1900 
december22and23 

[December Sat 22] 
Talked with Perry, Heilig and 
French about building Court 
house and Jail.  Perry agrees 
with me that everything ought to be 
let by contract, and agrees with 
my plan for jail. 
 Plan 
 of 
 Jail. 
“A” Female ward. “B” Male ward – 4 cells. 
General plan cells surrounded by corridor. 
We have but $3,000. for jail and $5,000 
for court house. 
 
Went with Capt & Mrs. Farnsworth 
& lot of other ladies and gentlemen 
to see Indian dances at the 
Indian village – usual barbaric 
athletics and sing song – “Ki – ya.” 
 
[December Sun 23] 
Mounted two caribou horns 
today on round boards and 

hung them on the wall. 
 
     Mail in from both 
ways – two more applications 
from Claypool for Mandamus 
against Recorders:  Letter also. 

Diary 1,  1900 
december24and25 

[December Mon 24] 
Howard and I got Christmas 
tree and set it up.  Loaded it 
with apples, oranges, nuts, candy, 
and Howard will invite all the boys 
(5 in number) in Eagle to assist him. 
Fred. Crouch reached here this 
evening having walked from Dawson. 
He carried a 12 # turkey all the 
way – afoot – for us, and we have 
it tomorrow. 
 
Mail in from both ways – 
 
[December Tues 25] 
We had a splendid Christmas 
Day – clear, warm and fine. 
We had a splendid Christmas 
Tree, for the boys, all five boys in 
Eagle attended.  We had Father Monroe 
-Catholic priest, and Ed & Fred Crouch 
to dinner.  Reception at Rev 
Mr. Kirks in evening. 
     A gardener across the river had 
raised some cabbages last summer 
& put some of them out in the cache 
where they froze – and where they be 
frozen solid now.  I bought a couple 
Mrs. W. cleaned them, I sawed them 
into quarters & she dropped these 
quarters, still frozen solid, into 
boiling water & cooked them – They 
were perfectly delicious & helped 
out our  turkey dinner very much. 

Diary 1,  1900 
december26and27 

[December Wed 26] 
Deweys & Aunt Nans Birthday 
Recd. pair of fine Indian 
made gloves from H. J. Sherman 
at Circle City – he is under indict 
=ment for a minor offence – the gloves 
are worth not to exceed $5.00 or $6.00 
Will pay no attention to the matter – 
 
Teeters, mining recorder from near 
Circle City, arrived here today, and the 
Marshal served him at once with the 
write of Mandate to deliver books to 
Claypool.  he came to complain 
but the writ seems to have astonished 
him.   Says he will comply with law. 
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Have agreed to go to Seventy Mile 
Rcd.  Jessen, Ed, & Fred. Crouch 
on a hunting expedition on 28th 
 
Preparing call for bids for lumber 
for courthouse and jail at Eagle. 
 
[December Thur 27] 
Signed order for bids for lumber 
for the courthouse and jail. 
 
Mail from outside via Dawson. 
Recd. letter from Darrell.  Passed 
satisfactory examinations for Nov. 

Diary 1,  1900 
december28and29 

[December Fri 28] 
George Curtis, a mail 
carrier for Fish, on Valdez route 
committed suicide last night in his 
cabin two doors west of our cabin. 
He seems to have been drinking for some 
days – so grew despondent and hanged 
himself.  He left letters – one to W. K. 
Brandon, one to Fish, and one to his 
sister, a Mrs Pitkins in Boston, Mass. 
He is said to have cashed a draft a 
few days ago for Fish, and a package 
supposed to be money is in Sawyers 
hands.  Coroners [jury?] – suicide. 
 
Have abandoned our hunting trip. 
 
Issued two more writs of Mandamus 
to Recorders of Mining District near 
Circle City, upon application of  
Claypool. 
 
[December Sat 29] 
Issued Order calling a  
Special February Term of Court 
at Rampart, on February 18th 
Will also hold term at Circle City 
in March, as I return from Rampart 
 
Went to the Indian village to get 
some one to assist me in philological 
work : Enoch is aiding me at present. 
He seems very competent: he can write 
the Indian words in English letters &  
seems to be very intelligent.  Found a 
young Indian boy playing ball 
with a club like a golf stick – 
was informed that it was an old 
game.  5 players on each side, 
and played on the ice. 

Diary 1,  1900 [photo caption:] 

december30and31 Florence Heilig, Reid Heilig, Robt. Farnsworth, Lt. Craigie 
Leonard Heath, Howard Wickersham 
 
[December Mon 31] 
Changed date of Court at 
Rampart to March 4th 
 
Wrote Atty Genl. offering to hold  
term of Court at Unalaska 
and Valdez 
 
Christmas tree at Capt 
Farnsworths – from left to 
right:  Florence Heilig, 
Leonard Heath, Reid Heilig, 
Robt. Farnsworth, Howard 
Wickersham, Lt. Craigie, U.S. 
 
Ball at Ft. Egbert. = 

Diary 1,  1900 end 
page 1 
memorandum 

[Memoranda] 
1900 
Jany 22. Rec. from Storror Pac. Post. Tel. Co.   $37.50 
  $25. is S & W bal. Ex[?] 
   “           Sheeks paid 3 months rent  -  -  -       $60.00 
 
1900 Govt. Acct. 
June 14th  Ex. to Seattle to inspect Creeks records &c $1.60 

Diary 1,  1900 end 
page 2 rates of 
postage 

[printed “RATES OF POSTAGE”] 

Diary 1,  1900 end 
page 3 summary 
calendar 

[printed “SUMMARY OF STAMP TAXES” 
and “CALENDAR, 1901”] 
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cover 

   Memom 
     1901. 
Jany 1st to Sept. 29th. 

Diary 2,  1901 
inside front cover 

Nome. Thomas F. Bayard. 
 
   / Frank McKay, Capt. 
  / John Larson (Ballard, Wash 
 {  Frank White. 
   \ Wm. Fitley. 
 / Schuldt. 
 \ John Brannon {June 25. 
These men saw two men on Unimak 
Island – where Sullivan Bros & Rooney 
were killed. 

Diary 2,  1901 
january01and02and
03a 

1901. 
January 1st 1901.  Eagle City, Alaska. 
We attended the ball last night at the 
Drill Hall at Ft. Egbert, and enjoyed it 
very much.  Present:  Captain and Mrs. 
C. T. Farnsworth, Lts. Tillman & Cragie 
Judge & Mrs. W_, Heilig and wife, Crook 
and wife:  Mrs and Mrs. U. G. Myers, 
Mr & Mrs Heath, Mr & Mrs Myers, 
Mr & Mrs Adams, & others.  I am now 
taking long walks daily and preparing to 
go to Seventy Mile River – on 3rd with 
Jessen & Ed & Fred. Crouch.  Am going 
to look at Coal mine on Washington Creek 
& bar diggings on upper Seventy Mile. 
January 2nd Chopping wood, repairing 
leggings and getting supplies, ammunition 
&c. ready to go hunting with the boys. 
Jany 3rd We are waiting for Ben Downing 
[wi]th the mail – Jessen wants to see him [and?] 

Diary 2,  1901 
january03band04 

get a dog before we go to 70 mile river. 
He will not get in from Dawson (so we hear 
by telegraph today) until tomorrow night. 
Have had two Indians writing vocabulary 
- they write their own words in English 
letters.  They also gamble – play the 
“bone gamble” like the Puyallups, 
and other games. 
Jany 4th 1901.  The new post 
physician and his wife reached 
Eagle today by dog team.  They 
are young, and were just married 
the day before they started on this trip. 
Mail in from Dawson.  Orr 
and McGowan sent me a fine roll 
of papers.  Signed an order calling 
for bids for erecting new Courthouse 
and jail.  Claypools report for 
quarter ending Sept. 30. received 
examined, and approved.  Go on 
hunt to 70 Mile Riv. in the morning. 

Diary 2,  1901 Jan 5th  Left Eagle at 6 oclock a.m. 

january05and06a with two sleds and six dogs.  Went up 
Mission Creek – Killed 8 ptarmigan just 
at day break.  Reached the mouth of 
Excelsior at noon and ate lunch at 
Allen Stewarts cabin.  Crossed the 
divide from Excelsior to Rock Creek 
& down to Seventy Mile.  Reached 
cabin near Fox Creek – Fred and 
I one hour ahead of dogteam - 
Found one big cabin full of miners 
but a small one was placed at our 
disposal.   Borrowed a stove and 
set it up, and had a big fire when 
the sled came in.  Fred cooked us 
a good supper and we made our 
bed on the ground and slept well - 
Jany 6th  Left Fox Creek with the temperature 
below 30° and reached a cabin just below 
the Falls on 70 Mile – near Washington Creek 

Diary 2,  1901 
january06band07 

soon after noon.  We remained here 
for we go up Washington Creek about 
five miles to visit a coal vein.  One 
feature of Seventy Mile River strikes me 
as peculiar:  - the valley bed rock is 
everywhere higher than the river – every 
bar can be worked by the hydraulic 
method – water plenty, and the entire 
valley is said to have fine gold in the 
earth. 
Jany 7th  The days work consisted 
in 10 miles of snow-shoeing.  We went 
over the ridge, through the brush, up and 
down hills, - up Washington Creek – but 
did not find the coal mine.  I wore 
moccasins today, also, for the first time. 
I had no trouble with snow shoes, and 
kept up – but my two second toes are 
blistered and sore.  We found a great 
moose horn at a cabin five miles up and 
carried them in to camp. 

Diary 2,  1901 
january08and09a 

Jan 8th  Left Camp at Falls of the 
Forty {Seventy} Mile at 8 oclock, and reached 
(70 Mile) 
the Barney creek Cabin at noon:  heavy 
snow storm prevailing.  Robertson 
and Carr reached Barney camp 
and put up with us:  cabin 12 X 16. 
inhabitants 6 men & 5 dogs inside 
- 10 dogs outside.  Wrote a note 
home. 
Jany 9th  We left Barney Creek Cabin 
at 7:30 am.  The moon shone brightly, the sky 
was cloudless and a faint tinge of dawn 
just appeared in the east.  Within half a 
mile – at Placer Creek, we struck water 
- or “glacier” as it is called by the old “mushers” 

 - 1 - 
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The river freezes to the bottom, yet the springs 
continue to send out fresh supplies of water 
which failing to find a channel under the ice 
break through and spread over the surface, 
where it continues to freeze and build up the 
ice until it assumes the appearance of a 

Diary 2,  1901 
january09b 

glacier.  Sometimes a heavy fall of snow 
covers the ice and protects the water from freezing 
When the thermometer gets down 50° or 60° 
degrees below zero, and you suddenly break 
through the snow or ice and into water it 
becomes dangerous.  We struck several 
such places, but had provided against just 
such accidents by pulling flour sacks of 
heavy drilling on our feet, and tying them 
around the foot and below the knee.  Our 
dogs were not so well booted and old Dick 
and one other dog reached the end of the days 
trip with frozen feet.  “Glaciers” and deep 
snow retarded us very much – it was bout 25° 
below zero when we started and 43° below 
when we reached Robertsons cabin at night. 
We had two sleds and 6 dogs – the load weighed 
600 to 800 lbs. and we often found it necessary 
to assist in pulling the load.  About 11 oclock 
the sunlight first lit up the mountains to the 
[n]orth of the river.  At noon we reached the 

Diary 2,  1901 
january09c 

Granite Fork, coming into the river from the 
south, and just above the junction stopped 
at the cabin of  Messrs Laughlin, from Bloom 
ington Illinois, and Wheeler from California. They 
represent a Peoria, Ill. Co. in mining work at 
Dewey Bar, across the river.  We took lunch 
with them in their warm cabin on the banks of 
the 70 mile. Seventy Mile is a peculiar 
mining region.  Generally the bed rock lies 
from 2 to 16 feet above the bed of the river, and 
is covered with gravel from 6 to 10 feet thick 
in which is said to be found paying quantities 
of placer gold.   If so it affords an ideal 
hydraulic mining region.  We stopped 
during the afternoon at the mouth of Nugget 
creek, where I saw Yost and told him I 
could not go to Sheep Creek with him, and also 
invited Sorinson, a guide Hunter to go with 
us up the river, which he agreed to do tomorrow. 
With a bad trail and colder weather we reached 
  {43° below zero.} 
Robertsons cabin at Flume Creek at dark. 

Diary 2,  1901 
january10and11and
12 

Jan 10th.  Jessen and Ed Crouch left 
Robertsons cabin this morning, and took 
one sled to camp ten miles up the river 
so that when we move the load will be lighter 
Thermometer 52° below zero all day & 
we will not go on from this place until 

it gets warmer.  Sonerson will come on 
today – reached here at noon.  Boys came 
back this evening – “Dicks” feet frozen and 
the boys noses are “touched”. 
Jany 11th  The thermometer stood about 58° 
below zero all day, and we will not leave 
Robertsons cabin while it is so cold.  Jessen 
and Ed. brought in two loads of wood with the 
dog team – we sharpened knives, cleaned 
guns &c. 
Jany 12th. This morning at 4 oclock the thermom 
eter stood at 60° below zero, - during the 
day it became warmer and tonight it is 
but 40° below – hope to go on in the morning 
everything ready for the run. 

Diary 2,  1901 
january13a 

Jany 13th  Thermometer up to 35° below 
this morning and we start on our journey 
to the highest cabin on the river, where we hope 
to hunt and prospect.  Soon after leaving 
Robertsons we struck the tracks of five large 
wolves, who followed up the trail for miles. 
Passed a splendid frozen waterfall on north 
side of the river – came down off the mountain 
- spread out like a miniature Niagara – the ice 
is about 30 feet wide – and probably 50 feet or 
more high.  It is heavily glaciered on the hill 
below, and also on the river.  The ice is colored 
- yellowish, and looks like yellow variegated 
marble – or limestone.  About 8 miles above 
Flume Creek, on the south bank of Seventy Mile 
stands a rock which I have called “Portico Rock” 
It is a lone rock the front of which projects very 
much like the heavy stone portico of of a over 
the entrance to a great stone building.  The 
projecting front is formed into what appears 
to be a carved outline of the human profile. 

Diary 2,  1901 
january13band14 

Afternoon we reach the forks of the river. 
Dearmond Fork is the south branch while the 
main river comes from the right – up which 
we labored.  We saw great bands of Cariboo 
on the mountains just above us, - the river 
was beaten like a highway and trails ran 
across it like heavy cattle trails on the 
Prairies of the West.  There must have been 
innumerable cariboo here,  - we ran them 
off the river ice – they walk on ice and 
frozen snow without slipping.  Sorenson 
Fred and I reached McNeals cabin – Fred nearly 
frozen – thermometer 50° below zero.  Jessen 
and Ed. reached camp after leaving one sled 
5 miles below. 
Jany 14th – Thermometer 54° below – boys 
went and brought up second sled.  Sorenson 
went up river three miles, climbed high mountain 
&c. but saw no sign of mountain sheep. 
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We cleaned and fixed up cabin – but it is too 
cold to go out hunting. 

Diary 2,  1901 
january15a 

Jany 15th.  Sorenson and I climbed the 
mountain at the south of Friday Creek, a 
mile down the river from our camp.  We 
reach the summits probably 3000 feet above 
the river, and just as we reached the dome 
the sun shone on us from over the mountains 
to the south.  It was a beautiful morning 
- clear and cloudless, and the sunrise 
was gorgeous.  Seventy-Mile rises within 
an amphitheatre of snowy mountains 
beyond whose rims we could not see – they 
were all touched with the red sunrise and 
they had the appearance of reflecting a great 
fire just behind the whole great amphitheatre. 
It was a glorious sunrise.  From my high 
perch I could see across the divide to the north 
and down upon the distant Yukon, down 
the whole valley of the Seventy Mile again to the 
Yukon.  Far to the east, across the Yukon one 
could see the steep end of the great Rocky Mt. 
range.  We hunted carefully over the summits 
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visited Sorensons sheep peaks – but not a 
sign of sheep.  It was 50° below zero at 
camp all day – at times even colder – but 
on the summits it was much warmer – I think 
at least 10° warmer.  When we came down 
off the mountains into the river we immediately 
became much colder – this seems to arise 
from the heavy cold air settling in the low land 
and the light {sun} warmed air playing round the mount 
=ain summits.  We followed cariboo trails 
over the highest summits.  The boys killed 
7 ptarmigan today – Sonerson orinson and I will 
go up river tomorrow. 
Jany 16th.  Went up Seventy Mile to its very 
head and climbed the great mountain at 
the right – about 6000 feet.  We found fresh 
sheep tracks and finally I saw the sheep – 
but alas! at half a mile and running. 
Will go back in the morning – the view 
from these high mountains was sublime. 
We took the thermometer along, but on 
the mountain top it only went down to 
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january16band17a 

30° below, although it was 50° below 
when we left camp, and 47½° below 
when we returned at night.  From 
our perch on this high mountain we could 
see the course of Charlie River and its 
tributaries, and 50 miles away the 
Yukon lay like a great serpent. 
Saw Indian camps (old) on the 
right side of right fork of river. 
Jany 17th  Went out with Sorenson & Jessen 

and had just reached the point of the mountain 
when we saw the sheep yesterday when Jessens 
pack of dogs came up wagging their tails 
and looking perfectly happy.  Jessen had to go 
back to camp with them.  Sorenson and I 
went on to the summits, climbed the highest peak 
on the north side of Seventy Mile, from which 
I saw the flats at Circle City – the whole 
sweep of Charlie river, and the whole of 
the Yukon from near the mouth of Seventy 
Mile to the Yukon Flats.  The country 
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lay before me like a great relief map, - 
but not a sheep could we find.  We found 
tracks and fresh sign in abundance, but 
the day is too short to give time to reach 
the summits and hunt before night.  I 
cannot hunt longer – business is being 
neglected and I must go home tomorrow. 
I only came to stay seven days, and am 
now out fourteen, but the frightful cold 
has prevented us from reaching the summits 
except for the last two days.  There are 
sheep here, - signs are abundant but it is 
a question of more time.  We start home 
in the morning.  I name the high mountain 
on the right – at the head of Sixty Seventy Mile, 
and between that and the Waters of Charley River 
- Mt Sorenson, in honor of my guide who 
first reached its summit.  From its lofty 
summit we saw the outline of the Yukon 
and Charlie and even the end of the mountain 
at Circle City, and the Yukon Flats 

Diary 2,  1901 
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The peaks at the head of  Seventy Mile are 
rounded, but Mt. Sorenson and attached 
peaks are perpendicular on the Charley 
Rivers side – like this. 
[captions:] Seventy Mile   Charley River 
I cannot give a correct map, but the 
following is an approximation of that 
of Seventy Mile, at its head, and Charley River 
[captions:] Mt. Sorenson   Circle City 
70 Mile River Charley River 
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Charley River runs around the headquarw[aters?] 
[o]f Seventy Mile and heads with Forty 
Mile.  We saw a beautiful sunset 
from Mt Sorenson.  The sun was set 
and its rays just touching the summits o[n?] 
our range passed over the Yukon and 
just touched the summits on the eastern 
range.  In a short time they ceased 
to rest on the snowy eastern mountai[ns] 
but struck the sky line above – 
The {distant} summits were snowy white, the 
space between {Just above} the summits blue, and 
the whole sky above was filled with the 
[r]osiest of sunlit hues.  It made a 
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[g]orgeous picture, but to be appreciated 
[i]t must be seen. 
[Jan]y 18th  We left our camp this morn[ing] 
[to go?] home.  Sorenson, Fred and I ahead 
[?]ot.  We passed through a great her[d] 
[of c]ariboo, - a hundred yards away [?] 
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january18band19a 

[si?]mply gazed at them which comp[?] 
[?]y returned in kind.  When Ed & Jesse 
[c]ame along however they killed a fine 
fat one and brought into Robertsons 
cabin at Flume Creek, - we intended 
when we started to reach Sorensons 
but when we arrived at Robertsons 
it was late and growing very much 
colder so we remained over night [?] 
Robertson.  Maine hunter and guide – 
21 years in Maine militia, Captain 
miner, cook, watchmaker – his [?] 
saw mill &c.  Thermometer 56° below 
Jany 19th Thermometer this morn[ing] 
60° below zero.   Ed and I are 
going on with one sled.  Fred and 
Jessen remain with the other sled 
We reached Sorensons at the mouth of [?] 
[g]ulch about 10 oclock and left him [?] 
[?] went on to McLaughlins at [?] 
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the Barney Creek cabin [?] 
having traveled {walked} 25 miles with the thermometer 
below 50° below zero.  It hurts ones 
lungs to breath such cold air, but 
otherwise we are no worse for the trip 
Late this evening the weather seems to be 
changing – it is now – 9 oclock, but 
45° below zero, and we hope it will 
be warmer in the morning.  Have had 
a long talk with Ed. Crouch and have 
persuaded him to go with me on the 
journey to Rampart and then to give 
up mining and go home.  He agrees 
to do so, and it is much to his advantage. 
Saw moose, cariboo and wolf sign in 
abundance across our trail today. 
Jany 20th  There is a complete change in 
the weather this morning – it is cloudy 
windy and the thermometer is only to zero. 
Barring drifted trails we ought to get 
along well today.     Robertson told 
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me about a moose killed two years ago 
just below here by two wolves.  They 
attacked the moose some miles to the 
south of the Seventy Mile, and ran him 
to that stream, having drawn blood 
before reaching there.  As soon as they 
could run him on the ice they did so 
whereupon they both seized him, he 

fell on the ice, and slipping and fighting {sliding} 
he fought them for half a mile, the wolves 
all the time cunningly keeping him 
on the ice, where they finally killed him. 
The moose is a tremendous animal, 
weighing 1200 to 1800 lbs. and can kill 
a wolf with one stroke of his front hoof 
yet they are able to hunt him successfully. 
A miner told me this story about cariboo 
hunting, which is not quite as correct possibly 
Finding a herd of cariboo he crept carefully 
near and fired.  The report of the gun caused 
the animals to start suddenly, leap away 
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and pump quickly; it was at the season 
when they were shedding their horns, and 
the only result secured by his shot was 
an acre of cariboo horns which they 
shed in the shock.  Both moose and 
cariboo are know sometimes to shed their 
horns upon such a start, hence the story. 
A hunter told me that neither the moose, 
cariboo nor any other animal which 
shed its horns, has a gall bladder! 
There are two varieties of the wolf in this 
neighborhood – or rather two colors 
common to the same variety – the black 
and gray.  They are large timber wolves 
and look so exactly like the native dog 
that, Sorenson tells me, he met four – two 
black and two gray, one day here in the 
Barney cabin canyon and he hesitated 
to shoot believing them to be dogs – when 
hist!  they were gone.  Often when the 
female dog is in heat the Indians tie 
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her out near the haunt of the wolves, and 
the male wolf visits her, and the offspring 
is said to be an improvement on the 
Indian dogs.  “Jack” the leader in 
our team sits on his haunches, now, 
before me, his great teeth and wolfish 
eyes glistening, his figure and black 
coat proving beyond doubt his near 
kin to the wolf.  The Indians sometimes,  
it is said, procure a cross between their 
dogs and the fox – a fact for which I 
cannot vouch.   # Ed woke up this 
morning early and having no watch he 
got up about 3 oclock, we had breakfast 
prepared to travel and yet it was too dark 
I went to bed again and took another nap 
but afterwhile it became light enough to 
see and we started.  The change is tempera 
ture brought a wind which filled the trail 
full and I walked ahead of the team 
all day long with the wind on my face 

Diary 2,  1901 breaking trail.  The constant rolling 
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all day pretty nearly lamed me in the 
ankles, and I can hardly walk tonight 
We reached Fox Creek cabin early, having 
travelled 25 miles since morning. 
Jany 21st  We left the Fox Creek cabin 
this morning – thermometer 20° below 
trail up Rock creek good, growing 
warmer:  reached Eagle bout 3:00 
oclock, having traveled 21 miles in 
7 hours.  Every thing all right. 
Jany 22nd.  Mail today from both 
directions.  Darrells letter is much 
more hopeful than formerly.  Signed 
judgment in U.S. v. Teeters – that left 
pay costs of proceeding – Recd. salary 
voucher {check} $407.60 for Nov. vouchers for 
July to Oct. not yet received (Dec 27.) in 
Washington.  Valdez route is a fraud. 
Jany 23rd  Wrote Geo. T. Reid, and sent 
him $224.00 to pay $166.66 on additional 
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twenty (20) acres to be purchased 
in Indian reservation at Tacoma 
also balance on Buckley lot taxes. 
Jany 24th  Worked all day and evening 
on Allen v. Myers.  In evening 
Walters came over and assisted me 
in preparing specifications for the 
Courthouse. 
Jany 25th  Worked all day on prep 
=aring specifications for Courthouse. 
In sending George T. Reids letter 
the $224. was left out – sent it 
today but it will be a week behind. 
Jany 28th  Working all week on plans 
and specifications for Jail and Court 
House, also case of Allen v. Myers. 
Made agreement with Fred & Ed. Crouch 
and Ed. Jessen by which Mrs. Wickersham 
and I pay 2/5 of amount for supplies 
($70. paid, supplies bought of N.A.T. Co.) 
and agree to pay our share of a reasonable 

Diary 2,  1901 
january28band30an
d31 

amount for working claims.  Fred, 
Ed. & Jessen go in morning with a 
load of provisions to bar [far?] below the falls 
on Seventy Mile River, to stake claims 
inspected by us while their.  Five claims 
are to be staked, and we are to own the 
same in common. 
Jany 30th  At a meeting of the Study 
Club last night, upon my suggestion 
a Committee of Three consisting of Messrs 
Bevington, Mills and Chamberlain 
was appointed to consider the establish 
ment of a Public Library in Eagle. 
     Called for bids from the four 
Company stores for supplying all the 

hardware, nails, and paper for the 
courthouse and jail. 
Jany 31st.  Upon request I met with 
Committee on Public Library; formulated 
plan for organizing the library - 
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Febry 1st  Opened the bids at 1 oclock 
at the Clerks office for erecting the 
Courthouse and jail:  bids as follows. 
Howard & Drebelbis $2000. 
Jackson    2260. 
Walters    3400. 
Heath    3900. 
Widman    3925. 
The bid for lumber is $65.00 per M. 
and other bids have been received for 
other materials.  Marshal and Clerk 
and I will meet at 7 oclock to 
determine if $8000. will finish 
both building, and if so the contract 
will be immediately let. 
Febry 2nd  Contract made with Howard 
& Driebelbis to build Court House & Jail 
also with Johanson for all lumber at 
$65.00 per M.   Fred. Crouch filed on 
placer claim for himself, Debbie 
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and me, just below The Falls on the 
Seventy Mile River.  Locations 
recorded today.  Supplies will 
all reach there by next load by 
dog team tomorrow:  Jessen & 
Ed. Crouch will not file until after 
they prospect the ground in the summer 
Fred will file a water claim and 
mill site on the falls. 
Febry 4th.  Mail in today from 
outside.  Recd. check for salary 
for July – Oct. = $1671.  From 
Darrell & others.  Sent out for the 
stores &c. to make out accounts 
for my last six months bills. 
Febry. 5. Paid the following accounts 
A. E. Co.      to date $142.60 
N. A. T. Co   “   “  289.61 
Johansen       “    “  155.85 
A. C. Co.      “    “  209.70 
S. Y. T. Co.  ”    “  167.50 

Diary 2,  1901 
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Febry 8th  I have several important 
cases involving valuable mines, and 
the organization of the civil authority 
in Rampart, as well as some important 
cases relating to mandamus of mining 
recorders at Circle City – in short a 
large amount of business of great 
public importance in the most distant 
parts of my district that ought to have 
immediate attention.  If I wait 
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until the river opens I cannot get 
down to Rampart and back by July 
1st the date when the regular term of 
this court must meet at Eagle City. 
So I have called a special term of Court 
to meet at Rampart on Mch 4, and I 
start for that place in the morning accom 
=panied by Ed. Crouch and a dog team 
- a journey of 519 miles afoot over the 
Yukon river ice.  No other official 
{supplies $12.00} 
goes with me, - no one wanted to go! 

Diary 2,  1901 
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Feby 9th  It was a beautiful sunshiny 
morning – thermometer 30° below zero – 
we left Eagle at 10 oclock having deter 
mined on going only to Star – at mouth of 
the Seventy Mile River.  Trail along side of 
Yukon river ice, but filled with snow, and 
broken and bad.  We reached Star at 4:00 
oclock in pretty good shape – 5 dogs with 
3000 #s on sled.  We put up with Ed. Jessen 
in his cabin – first class accommodation 
and splendid supper – beans, bread, {butter} 
and Hamburg {Moose} steak.  Distance 20 miles. 
As we came down the bank of Seventy Mile 
Riv.  I held back on the handle bars, the sled 
upset, caught me and turned my heels 
where my head was and threw me several 
feet out into a snow bank.  40° below zero. 
Febry 10th  It was 52° below zero this 
morning when we left Star – a bright 
clear morning – cloudless but cold. 
At noon it was 42 and tonight 43° below 
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The trail was heavy and bad all the way 
to Montauk.  It had not been traveled 
since the last snow and I walked ahead 
and broke trail part of the day.  The trail 
ran along the edge of the shore ice, upon 
shelf and we had to lift the sled up and 
sometimes down – often it ran off sideways. 
We reached Montauk at 3 oclock, and 
could have gone on to Nation river but 
it was too cold and I was too sore and 
stiff.  The road house here is kept by 
young White, a Long Island, N.Y. boy, 
who came into the country after a fortune 
in 1898.  Distance traveled today 20 miles. 
Febry 11th  We determined last night 
not to leave Montauk until late in the 
morning and only go to Nation River – 
14 miles.  Trail very bad – unbroken and 
heavy with snow, - thermometer 40° below 
all day – load heavy.  Thermometer tonight 
52° below – we may not move from here tomorrow. 

Diary 2,  1901 Feby 12.  Thermometer this morning was 

february12and13a 56° below zero, and we remained in camp 
today – tonight it is up to 35° below 
and we hope for warmer weather by 
morning.  Nation city is three miles 
from Ivy City – both are “busted booms” 
- mining booms.  Hank Pennoyer is 
an inhabitant of Nation City – he is 
a Mt. Vernon, Wash. logger and a 
good citizen.  A trapper over on 
Nation River by the name of Smart 
- has several cabins and tents along 
river – has 150 marten skins – several 
black and some white wolf skins. 
Febry 13th  It was 45° below when we left 
Nation this morning, but within an hour it 
had gone down to 50°; it was 35° at noon 
and 40° below when we went in for the night. 
We broke trail, and it was bad to half the 
distance between Nation river and 
Washington Creek – where we met 

Diary 2,  1901 
february13band14 

the first team on the river – the up 
river mail carrier – at noon today. 
His trail made mark for our team 
to follow and we went much faster 
in consequence.  We reached Wash 
=ington Creek at 2:30 and went on 
to Charlie creek – having traveled 
34 miles according to Downings mail 
route.  Staid all night with the 
Indians – gave each little fellow 10¢ 
- 14 smaller than ten years old. 
Febry 14th  Left Indian camp with 
thermometer 42° below, dropped to 
25° below at noon - 40° below tonight 
Good trail today, and we reached 
Coal Creek for night – 24 miles. 
My ankle is bad – paining me every 
step and badly swollen.  Made 
a big blister on my well foot while 
trying to aid the other.  Just two 
days out from Circle City now. 

Diary 2,  1901 
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Febry 15th  50° below this morning & 
we did not leave Coal Creek until 10 
a.m.  Bray, who is prospecting for 
coal up that stream came down to 
Mocks – keeper of the roadhouse, before 
we left.  Says he has good bituminous 
coal 9 miles up the creek.  I left the 
cabin half hour ahead of dog team 
and traveled 12 miles before Ed. caught 
up with me.  Thermometer rose to -30° 
and a wind sprang up, and was much 
more unpleasant and uncomfortable 
than even -40°.  We reached Webbers 
at 2 oclock and owing to the bitter 
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wind and distance to next roadhouse 
put up for the night at Webbers – 16 mi 
from Coal Creek – and long ones, too. 
“Pete, the Pig”, lives at mouth of Wood 
-chopper Creek, about 6 mi. this side 
of Coal Creek.  Pete, the Pig, “Mag, the 
Rag” -  live at Circle, & “Windy Jim” are 

Diary 2,  1901 
february15b 
[scanned image for 
Diary 2,  1901 
august16d] 

characters.   Webber is in a way 
another.  He is irascible and cross, 
the world is upside down – the mail 
couriers know his weakness, and have 
combined to annoy him.  He has a 
fine body of the timber at his cabin that 
he has been protecting against fire 
for two years intending to cut it into 
cordwood next year.  They have 
informed him that Downing the 
mail contractor intends to establish 
a mail station and a large wood 
yard here to cut the timber - a word 
each trip, - some new item of lie 
carefully and artlessly dropped keeps 
him in a continual rage – and 
Downing knows nothing of it and  
has no intention of taking his place 
How much trouble we do borrow in 
this life. 
Febry 16.  We left Webbers at 9. 
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- the thermometer at 38° below and the 
wind blowing a gale.  Luckily it 
blew down stream, and rather gave 
us aid.  We made a mistake in not 
starting at 6 oclock, for we could 
have made Circle if we had.  We 
reached Johnsons but 22 miles 
from Circle at 2 oclock, and will 
start early in the morning so as to 
reach Circle early.  Johnson is a fat 
goodnatured son of Scandinavia 
Weather tonight is much moderated 
- only -20°.  Trails are now good 
- my feet are growing strong and with 
moderate weather we can go rapidly. 
Febry 17th  Left Johnsons at 7 a.m. 
and reached Circle City at 1 p.m. - 
distance 26 miles.  Thermometer at 
daylight 30° below.  Took dinner 
with Lizzie & Edgar, wrote letter to Debbie 
visited with Claypool, Hamilton & 
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met Bishop Rowe – attended 
church tonight.  We leave in the 
morning at 6 a.m. & will try to make 
Halfway Roadhouse – ½ way to 
Ft. Yukon.  Everything here seems all 
right:  two parties to declare their intentions 

- Becker recorder appeared before me 
in mining recorder case.  Bishop Rowe 
appeared in the pulpit in full Episcopal 
vestments – wearing moccasins.  He talked 
to me about conditions at Tacoma – said 
soldiers were forcing their way into Indian 
cabins &c. that things had improved very 
much at Circle & criticised Gehmle. 
18th Febry.  Left Circle this morning at 
6.30 about half hour ahead of Ed & his 
team – he did not catch up with me 
until I stopped at the 20 Mile Roadhouse 
at noon.  We left there at one oclock 
and reached the Half Way roadhouse 
at 6.30 – distance today 45 miles 
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february18band19a 

Sun rose at 8 a.m. set at 4 p.m. 
Magnificent day, clear, cloudless and 
20° below zero.  Trails just a little 
rough. 
Febry 10th  -35° below this morning. 
Left Halfway Roadhouse at 
7 oclock and reach Seventeen 
Mile Roadhouse at 2 oclock. 
We could easily have reached 
Ft. Yukon, but our feet are 
sore, and we can get in tomorrow 
before noon anyway.  I want to 
stay half a day there and this 
just makes it right.  My right 
foot is badly blistered on the 
bottom.  Mirage to the 
westward yesterday and today 
- church – elevator, flouring [?] 
& rolling mill.  Today bris[?] 
like clounds[?] on summits – sp[?] 
- bridges – cannons  - 
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We passed much open water 
today, the main channel is open 
along here and running fast and 
deep.  We cross and recross it & 
it seems very dangerous – the 
ice is breaking & falling in. 
New moon – thermometer 
-25° below tonight. 
{Distance 22 miles.} 
Cash at Circle, pd. provisions $12.75 
  “  “ Ed. Crouch 25.00 
Febry 20th  Reached Ft Yukon 
at noon & remained rest of day 
Magnificent day – mirage from 
Ft. Y_  grand, northern lights. 
Entertained by Mr. Mountifield 
& took supper with Rev. Mr. Wo[oden?] 
Distance today 14 miles. 
This – morning -25° - night 2 
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Pd Ed. Crouch on act.  $50.00 
Febry 21.  Left Ft. Yukon at 
6:30 afoot, and walked without 
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sitting down, into Bretts Cabin at 
Willow Point, distance 35 miles 
time 9 hours, condition, crippled 
up in the ankles.  Ed.  Left Ft. 
Yukon half an hour after I did 
and came into Bretts an hour 
after.  Thermometer this morning 
at Ft. Yukon  - 35° below, but 
clear and warmer during the day 
Ed. is all broke up in his ankles 
and feet, and the dogs are footsore 
- I stand it better than they do. 
Febry 22.  Left Britts at 6.30 a.m. 
Magnificent camp:  Thermometer -30° below 
Walked 20 miles before Ed and team 
overtook me.  Knee sprain somewhat 
but feel better today than any day 
since we left home.  Met the 
A.C. Co party on their way from 
St Micheal to Dawson – Menzies 
the Auditor, Hill, Marion and 
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Trump – they had three dog teams 
with six dogs in each, - 18 dogs. 
Peterson and McDonald, mail 
carriers staid with us at Bretts 
last night.  McDonald carries 
the mail from Bretts to first cabin 
south of Ft. Yukon:  Peterson takes 
it from Britts down to Smiths & 
came out with us today.  Sent a 
letter back home by McDonald. 
Julius cabin 25 mi. from Bretts. 
Febry. 23rd  From Julius’ cabin to 
Victors is 30 miles – we left first 
place at 6:30, or rather I did for 
Ed. team and the mail man left an 
hour later.  I walked 25 miles 
before they caught me at 2.30.  At 
Victors cabin I found Mr. Lewis 
whom I met last summer at his 
wood yard 12 below Britts cabin, 
and who went {duck} hunting with me 
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while the “Susie” took on wood. 
Ed. is completely exhausted and 
his ankle is so badly swollen 
that he thinks we must lay off 
tomorrow to rest.  So far I  
have walked all the way and given 
him the entire sled – but he still 
grows worse and it may be the 
best to lay off one day – will 
determine in the morning. 
Febry 24.  I walked 22 miles 

today, from Victors to Smith Cabin, 
reached the latter place about half 
an hour ahead of the team, - 30° 
below this morning, but much warmer 
tonight & looks like rain or snow. 
Eds ankle is better and he now 
thinks he can make it in.  Write 
home and Peterson will take 
it back with him – this is the end 
of his run.  Shaved & washed. 

Diary 2,  1901 
february25and26a 

Febry 25th  Wrote home {last night} to Howard 
saying what beautiful weather we had 
been blessed with so far – and then 
last night it snowed!  This morning 
when I left Smiths Cabin the wind 
was blowing keenly from the north, 
the trail was filled and traveling very 
bad.  Reached Carsh’s Cabin 15 mi 
from Smiths, - the next cabin is 22 
miles farther – and was glad to rest. 
Walked an hour ahead of the team 
which seems of no advantage except 
to haul its own feed.  Thermometer 
this morning 5° above zero!  the 
warmest weather so far on our trip, 
but a bitter north wind blowing. 
Feb. 26th  Left Carsh’s cabin at 
8 oclock this morning and “broke trail” 
through badly drifted snow on the 
river for 2 miles.  Poor trails today 
- wind and clouds of fine snow - 

Diary 2,  1901 
february26band27a 

Reached Ross cabin – 22 miles 
from Carsh’s, - traveled all day with 
Salmon, the mail carrier, who 
drove ahead at noon and “broke 
trail” this afternoon.  Met a lot 
of Indians going out to hunt 
moose.  Ross, the roadhouse 
man, is from Puyallup, and is a 
brother of E. W. Ross, of Castle Rock 
Wash. one time a candidate for Atty. 
Genl. on Rep. Ticket, & later one of 
Ankenys managers.  Will reach 
Ft. Hamlin tomorrow.  Temperature 
this morning -17° below zero.  22 
miles today – walked. 
Febry 27th We left Ross’ Cabin this 
morning with Salmon, the mail carrier, 
and ran into Ft Hamlin at 2 oclock 
- 30 miles in 7 hours.  Wrote to Howard 
tonight.  Hurricane of wind and snow 
at our backs all day.  Walked all day. 

Diary 2,  1901 
february27band28a 

We were kindly entertained at Ft. Hamlin 
by Mr. Schidel, who set us a fine supper, 
and gave us good bed and lodging. 
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Febry 28th  We left Ft Hamlin this 
morning in a frightful Dakota bliz 
=zard, - wind coming into the Water 
Gap off the flats at 30 miles per hr. 
and {accompanied by} 
dense clouds of snow.  After 5 
miles down the river we found it some 
better but a hurricane of wind and 
snow at our backs pushed us along 
all day.  About 8 mi from Ft Hamlin 
we met “Jimmy” Oldfield, the mail 
carrier going in, accompanied by 
Kimball, one of the intervenors in 
Allen v. Myers.  He was on his way 
to Ft. Hamlin to meet my party hoping 
that either French of Claypool would 
be along, but he was disappointed. 
Ate lunch at Andersons, 15 miles 
out of Ft Hamlin when Kimball 

Diary 2,  1901 
february28b and 
march 1a 

remained for the night while we 
went on to the mouth of Salt Creek –  
It is now snowing again, but the 
wind has died out. Distance 23 mi. 
Mch 1st.  Our accommodations at 
Salt Creek were bad – small cold cabin 
- etc.  Left there ahead of the team 
- 10 miles down the river  I met the whole 
tribe of Athapascans from Rampart 
out on a moose hunt.  Nine large 
sleds – 30 people including men 
women and papooses, snow 
shoes, &c.  They moved across the 
river and went into camp at noon 
intending to hunt a day or so out on 
the divide – the Indian kills a 
moose & then moves to it & camps 
after it is eaten he hunts, kills 
another, moves to it, eats it, &c. &c 
Reached Tuckers cabin for the 
night.  25 miles traveled. 

Diary 2,  1901 
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The mail carrier - Jimmy Old 
=field & Kimball came in & 
we remained with them in the mail 
cabin. 
Mch. 2nd  Left mail cabin with 
Kimball at 6.30 - 2½  miles to 
Drews  Coal Mine, opposite Mike 
Hess Creek.  Ed. Caught up 
with me, & we reached Rampart 
at 2 oclock - Distance 30 miles. 
People are surprised to see me 
- say that they had no idea that 
I would come - that I made a 
very quick trip, &c  Bath, shave 
- lunch, &c. &c.  Room in the 
rear of N. A. T. Co Store - It  

looks as if the business of the 
court would not be heavy, but 
I have done well to come - 
Will write home tomorrow - 
Take breakfast with Wiggins in morning 

Diary 2,  1901  
march 3 and 4 and 
5a 

Mch 3rd Took 12 m. breakfast  
with Col. & Mrs Wiggins.  Wrote home. 
Mch. 4th  Court convened at 11 a.m. 
appointed James B. Wingate, deputy 
Clerk.  Parties in Allen v. Myers not 
ready – but I announced that I 
would present my views on the jurisdic 
=tion of the court tomorrow at 10 a.m. 
Shall dismiss the action.  Business 
of court in poor way – for want of 
competent lawyers to handle it. 
Mch 5. Rendered a decision in 
the case of Allen v. Myers, et. al. this 
morning, holding that court had no 
jurisdiction in equity to quit title 
to mining claim against adverse claim 
=ants, but that the remedy was legal under 
special proceedings provided in Secs. 2325 
-2326. R. S.  Will dismiss case tomorrow 
- dissolve injunction & provide for payment 
of Trustee Baker.  Took dinner 

Diary 2,  1901 
march05band6and
7a 

with Mr. P. Kaffenbaugh, & visited 
during the evening at Col. Wiggins - 
Mch. 6th -  Allen v. Myers goes over 
until Saturday on motion to amend. 
Other business will be wound up then 
and I can go home on Monday. 
took dinner with Col & Mrs Wiggins 
tonight - present Mr. & Mrs. Edwards, 
Judge Balliet, Mr Young [?] & Lt. 
Rogers & Dr. Twedie, U. S. A. 
Mch. 7th.  Went out to Little Minook 
Creek, today - 8 a.m. this day - Dog team 
went also.  Visited "Idaho Bar", and 
met Mr. Wm G. Atwood, U.S. Min. Sur. 
and Mr. Crowley, manager in chard 
"Idaho Bar" belongs to Erastus Brainerd 
Esq. & associates of Seattle.  They have run 
a terminal in from the hillside on bedrock 
500 feet above valley, and have sunk 
3 shafts to bedrock, all of which 
will be connected by the tunnel. 

Diary 2,  1901 
march07b 

12 men working there:  two steam 
thawers, &c.  It looks prosperous 
and more like mining than any 
thing I have seen this side of the 
"Gold Hill" mines at Bonanza Creek 
Dawson.  Visited McGraws claim 
on Little Minook - they were unfortunate 
enough a few days ago to drift too 
near some old diggings – tunnels, 
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and water broke through and filled 
all their shafts and drifts, and they 
are now fitting up a steam pump to 
clear them out.  Did not go over to 
Minook, Jr. as I intended.  This is 
an interesting locality aside from its 
mines.  Ore miner has removed from 
his mine the long 9 ft. tusks of a 
mastadon with teeth & other remains. 
Out of No. 24, they recently took the 
tremendous horns of an extinct 
and fossil buffalo:  Mr. O. P. Thomson 

Diary 2,  1901 
march07cand8a 

tells me of one of these which he & 
his partners dug out on El Dorado 
on the Klondike.  Its back was 
22 ft below the surface:  it stood 
on its feet, and was 9 feet high. 
Their shaft was sunk into it & 
the smell was yet so strong that 
they were forced to sink another 
shaft and drift them together to 
clean the first shaft of the smell. 
I am also told that on the Koyukuk 
there is a bank which is being 
undermined by the river and from 
the mass of these ancient remains 
and their scent is know as the  
“Stink Bank”.  I have seen some 
large bones from that locality. 
Mch. 8th  Took pictures of “Buffalo” horns 
& Mastadon tusks.  Nothing particular 
except conference with Commissioner 
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march08band9 

Balliet,  Dept. Marshal Gehmle 
& Mr. Knapp about vigorous enforce 
-ment of the law in relation to 
selling liquor to Indians, &c. 
Spent the evening at Mr & Mrs. 
Billy Edwards (Rec. U.S. Land Office) 
Mch. 9th  Had a hard day in 
court:  dismissed the case of 
Allen v. Myers, et. al. and Myers 
began a new suit:  injunction 
granted &c.  Courthouse was 
on front street, log house, one 
story - jail on second street 
back - log house - one story. 
Recd. letter from Debbie saying 
that she had letter from Darrell 
& he was O.K.  Good.  I start 
home Monday morning in 
company with mail carrier & 
Lt. Camden, of the "Nunivak" 
everything ready, now, to go. 

Diary 2,  1901 
march10 

Mar 10th  Spent day in preparing 
orders and correcting record 
of term & putting it in proper 

shape.  Have pd. Ed. Crouch 
on account to date $175.00. 
Made some Kodak views. 
Took dinner with Col. & Mrs. Wiggins 
After dinner Mr. Fleischman & Mr. 
Lawrence gave us music - violin & piano 
Lt. Rogers, Dr. Twedie, U.S.A. & other 
gentlemen came in & we spent 
pleasant evening.  Am packed 
to go on trail in the morning. 
 
Appointed J. Lindsey Green a Notary 
Public. on Mch 9th  Gov. Brady having 
sent me blank commissions for 
that purpose before he left Alaska 
for Washington.  Bond will be 
taken for approval :  Fee $10.00 paid to me 

Diary 2,  1901 
march11a 

Mch. 11th  In company with Lieut. 
B.H. Camden, U.S.S. "Nunivak", I 
left Rampart at 7:30 and we 
walked 18 miles before the dog teams 
caught us.  Oldfield, mail 
carrier came with dog team and the 
mail along with Ed, and our team 
Gehmle, Dep. U.S. Marshal also 
came out to Drews Coal mine to 
serve papers in some lien cases. 
After a long, hard days work we 
reached Tuckers cabin - 30 miles from 
Rampart for the night, to find the small 
cabin already inhabited by 13 wood 
choppers on their way up to Dall River. 
Lieut. Camden and I slept in an ad- 
-joining cabin.  Today was very windy 
- it blew in our faces most all day and 
it is getting worse.  The owner of our 
cabin tonight is a Mr. Clinton, who 

Diary 2,  1901 
march11band12an
d13a 

went from Alaska to South Africa 
to mine, thence he came into Asia and 
wound up at "New California" a 
mining region on the Amur river:  A 
guard of Chinese troops put him 
out of the country: he went through 
Corea, and Japan - and is now in 
his gray-haired years catching fish 
and cutting cordwood on the banks of 
the Yukon - a typical prospector. 
Mch. 12th.  Left Tuckers cabin at 
7.00 a.m. with Mr. Camden, and faced 
a blizzard for 20 miles before the team 
caught me.  Reached "Andersons 
Cabin at 7 oclock - 32 long, weary 
windy miles - The storm is increasing 
in force - cloudy - dark and snowing 
a little.  Slept on the floor again, 
- but slept like a log. 
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Mch. 13th Mr. Camden and I left 
Diary 2,  1901 
march13b 

Andersons this morning in a perfect  
fog of compressed air and snow. 
It came into our faces, the snow blew  
into our eyes and faces and froze & 
we were forced to walk backwards when 
the trail was solid enough to bear us up. 
As our cavalcade approached Ft 
Hamlin we could not have stood 
up but by holding to the handes of 
our sleds.  We held on blindly 
and our teams guided us in to the 
A.C. store at 1 oclock – Here we 
found Downing, the mail Contractor 
and a  carrier:  we had a warm 
lunch and Ed and I started out 
for the “Nunivak” leaving Mr. Camden 
to come on tomorrow when Downing 
returns up the river.  As we came 
out the Yukon Water Gap, where 
the Yukon leaves the wide flats 

Diary 2,  1901 
march13c 

and plunges into the mountains the 
gale increased to a hurricane & 
the snow and ice cut our faces. 
We could only hold on and run 
and in three hours – at 5 oclock, 
we found ourselves floundering 
in the drifts at the mouth of Dall 
River.  When once we overcame the 
drifts and violent wind and entered 
behind the banks of the Dall, we 
found comparitive calm, and a good 
trail up the river a mile where to our 
relief we saw the welcome lights of 
the vessel ahead of us.  Sent my 
card in to the commander and was 
heartily welcomed by Captain 
Cantwell, of the U.S. Revenue service 
He took his vessel into the Dall last 
summer – or fall, before the freeze up, 
and let her freeze here for the winter 

Diary 2,  1901 
march13dand14a 

She has a crew of 36 men and 5 
officers, among whom I found 
Dr.        White, whom I have hereto 
=for known as a student of ethnology 
Had a good supper with Capt. Cantwell 
and a good warm bath – and a 
clean bed and sound sleep.  The 
storm is increasing – the wind 
howling and whistling overhead. 
Mch. 14th  I intended to leave the 
Nunivak this morning in time to 
stop an hour at the Indian village 
5 miles up the Yukon, before Downing 
and the mail carrier came along, but 
was persuaded by Capt. Cantwell & 

Ed – and the storm, to wait until 
Downing and Camden came in 
from Ft. Hamlin, which they did at 
10:30   They reported the worst wind 
and snow storm of the winter 

Diary 2,  1901 
march14b 

raging and howling down the 
Yukon and Downing suggested 
that we lie by until tomorrow as 
it was almost impossible to stand 
in face of it, and all trails were 
entirely lost and that the snow and 
terrible wind blinded the dogs.  After 
convincing myself that it would be 
foolhardy to go, I agreed to remain 
over a day, - Downing and the mail 
carrier went a short distance above 
us – on the Dall river, where the A.C. 
Co.s steamer “Alice” is wintering, and 
put up for a day, - we go out together 
in the morning if the weather permits. 
Visited the Indian village at the 
mouth of Dall river today with Capt. 
Cantwell, - most of the Indians are 
out hunting moose, only the sick & 
their attendants remain, - bought 
some “iktas” – stone knife -  bone scraper 

Diary 2,  1901 
march14cand15and
16a 

Lt. Camden was “bilger” from Annapolis 
while Sampson was commandant. 
Mch. 15th  Downing and Salmon the 
mail carrier came by the Nunivak about 
7.30 but we were slow and did not get 
out until an hour later.  When we  
got out of Dall river on the  Yukon 
we found the wind still blowing, but not 
like yesterday.  We stopped at the  
Indian village 6 miles above the 
mouth of Dall river – there were but 
two families at home, all the rest being 
out moose hunting.  Reached Ross’ 
cabin for the night; 26 mi from Ft. Hamlin 
Mch 16th  On trail from Ross to Carsh’s 
- bad trail, deep snow with the light crust 
through which we are continually plun 
=ging to our waist.  At one crossing 
of the river {we} broke through into the water 
but escaped with only slight wetting 
Met Manchester {Wood} agent of A. E. Co. 

Diary 2,  1901 
march16b 

traveling in state:  he had an Indian 
ahead with 4 dogs and a tobaggan 
locating trail:  he followed with sled 
and 9 dogs and a driver.  He 
had nothing in his sled but robes 
and is reported to have said that 
his expenses from White Horse 
to that point were $2000!   By the 
side of the turnouts of these Co. agents 
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my outfit is poor.  Trail very bad 
today- Found Waldron at Carsh’s 
roadhouse – he is a longhaired 
genius and is on his road to 
Nome.  He walked 4 miles yester {today!} 
He started from Eagle on Feb 14, and 
has traveled 375 mi in 30 days or little 
more than 10 mi per day.  He will probably 
get to Nome on a boat after the river 
breaks up.  Downing and carrier went 
Mch 17  {4 miles on} to mail cabin, while Ed & I 
stopped for the night with Carsh. 

Diary 2,  1901 
march17 

Mch 17.  A beautiful day – morning  
noon and night.  Clear, mild and 
without wind.  Left Carsh’s cabin 
at 7.15 – reach Smiths relay cabin 
at noon where we got lunch:  met three 
Indians {William, Harry & Dick} 
with 4 moose and 4 cariboo. 
Reached Victors at 6.30 – distance 
traveled today 37 miles – walked, 
and assisted in managing the sled - 
was a two days journey in going down 
At Victors tonight are Downing, the 
mail contractor, with Salmon and 
Peterson, carriers.  Lewis & Victor 
Ed. and I, and 26 dogs.  I took 
Lewis watch down to Rampart for 
him and had it mended & returned 
it today – Dog “Nelly” & Downings leader 
in house – 23 dogs at door – during night 
pandemonium – Downing called but no 
answer – then felt in dark – their dogs out & a 
great dog fight  resulted – {wounded dogs in the  
   morning 
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march18and19a 

Mch. 18th Left Victor’s at 7. and  had 
a splendid days walk to Julius’ cabin 
30 miles.  Rode on tobaggon about a 
mile:  Peterson, mail carrier uses one & it 
is a splendid way of traveling.  He had five 
dogs attached tandem, and they went as fast 
as a good horse trots.  Also rode four 
miles with Downing on mail sled.  I 
enjoyed days walk immensely and we 
reached Julius’ to find three other dog 
teams ahead of us, with eleven dogs. 
With our teams there were 28 dogs present 
Julius cabin is about 10 X 12 – 6 foot high 
at eaves – in it slept 9 men and 3 dogs. 
Mch 19th  I left Julius cabin at 7.30 
and spent half an hour at Indian camp 
at “White Eye”, at tepee of “Jim” who has 
a wife and four children.  In the same 
tepee resides the widow and child of old 
“Simon” who died about a month ago - 

Diary 2,  1901 As the tepee is a typical {old} Athapascan 

march19b tent I give an outline of it. 
[captions:] Bed place  door   (a. stove) 
The tent is about oval shaped in ground 
plan, about six feet wide and ten feet 
long.  “Jim”, wife and 4 children occupy one 
end, and the widow and child, and a half 
grown boy staying with her occupy the other 
end – A stove in the center furnish a fire 
for cooking.  Beds of cariboo skin, on 
the ground.  Tent on bent poles, made of 
old tent cloth and cariboo skin, while 
door is peice of cariboo skin with heavy 
stick on bottom.  Four dogs also occupied 
the house with the two families.  Smoke hole in 
center – stove pipe in it.  A pile of new 
moose skins lay on the floor, and joints of 
meat lay on bed in the pan. 
{No relics – nothing but tin pans &c.}  I walked 
15 miles along trail before Peterson on his 

Diary 2,  1901 
march19cand20and
21a 

tobaggan caught up with me.  Ed & 
Downing caught up with me about 20  
miles out, but I walked the full 25 miles 
to Britts cabin, without sitting down or 
resting  in 7 hours.  Beautiful day – 
warm – about 25 above zero – and I 
was too warm and wore no outer covering 
but vest and light sweater.  Ft Yukon 
tomorrow – We met “Billy” Leake and 
two other men last night at Julius.  They 
are on their way to Nome and left down the 
river early- 
Mch. 20th  Left Britts at 5.30 and took 
lunch at “12 mile” island and reached 
Ft. Yukon at 4 oclock – 35 miles. 
Was the guest of Mr. Montifield, agent 
of it. A. T. G.  Appointed Mountifield 
a Notary Public and delivered him a 
commission  - recd. $10.00 affo Lauchran 
McDonald took out his first papers $1.50 
Mch. 21.  Wooden, the Episcopal 

Diary 2,  1901 
march21band22 

minister at Ft. Yukon made complaint 
against Beaumont and a woman 
by the name of Bertha for unlawful 
cohabitation.  We left Ft. Yukon late 
ate our lunch at roadhouse where 
Arctic Circle crosses the Yukon, 14 miles 
south of Ft. Yukon – and reached the 
“Halfway Island” at 7 oclock. 
We will reach Circle City tomorrow. 
Mch. 22nd  We met many sleds yes 
=terday and today on the way into the 
Koyukuk – among them a party 
from Geological Survey going into 
that country – but mostly miners.  Ate 
dinner at “20 Mile Point” and ran 
into Circle City for supper at Edgars. 
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There is so much work to be looked 
after here that I find I must remain 
over one day.  Downing will go 
on but we have arranged the 
runs so as to overtake him. 

Diary 2,  1901 
march23and24 

Mch. 23rd  Removed Claypool as 
Commissioner at Circle and appointed 
Mr. James Stuart.  I do this at Claypools 
suggestion on account of his enforced 
absence in the “States” for some months. 
Will reappoint him when he returns. 
Suit begun by A. C. Co. vs Raymond 
& issued warrant for absconding debtor. 
{$10.00 paid to me for Clerk.} 
Warrant by Judge Stuart against 
Beaumont & Bertha for unlawful 
cohabitation.  Signed judgment in 
N.A.T. v. Bartlett.  Took dinner 
with “Edgar’s Lizzie”, as Howard calls 
her, and Mrs. Carr.  Good letter from 
Debbie – 
Mch 24th  Left Circle early &  
we reached Webbers at dark –  
40 miles, and bring two stages 
on our journey down the river – 
Weber is a crank – Fine day – 
and good trail. 

Diary 2,  1901 
march25and26a 

Mch 25th.  Today we traveled 
from Webbers to the Washington 
Creek road house – 44 miles & 
6 miles more than two stages in 
going down the river.  We passed 
two sleds with horses and 
several with dogs going to the  
“diggings”.  We passed Downing 
this evening 6 miles below here 
at his Charley Creek cabin.  He 
will come along in the morning 
&  go with us to Eagle. 
Mch. 26th  I left Washington Creek 
road house at 6 oclock, and the teams 
came on an hour later.  We took lunch 
at Charley riv {Nation River:} Clark and Pennoyer 
report rich diggings on Fourth of July Creek, 
and Clark exhibited a glass jar with 50.oz. 
or $1000. in f coarse gold dust which came 
from there.  Reached Montauk for the 
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march26band27 

night, - distance 34 miles. 
Mch. 27th  Left Montauk early and 
ate dinner at Star City – bought a 
handsome Navajo Indian blanket 
from Mrs. Mathews – reached Eagle 
City at 3 oclock – distance 36 miles 
- 4 days from Circle City – average 
43 miles per day – 6 days from Ft. 
Yukon.  We reached Eagle with Downing 

the long legged mail man, having traveled 
with him from Rampert Ft. Hamlin.  We were 
22 days in going from Eagle to Rampart 
- less one day not traveled & two half days 
= full traveling time 20 days – distance 
520 miles – average, 26 miles per day. 
Returning 17 days – one day spent on 
“Nunivak” and one at Circle left 
15 days – distance 520 miles = average 
34 miles per day.  Read my mail – 
but cannot begin work before tomorrow. 
So glad to get home – all well. 

Diary 2,  1901 
march28 

Mch. 28th  I made a full settlement 
with Ed. Crouch & paid him the balance 
due for services in transporting me to 
Rampart & back. = $505 – or $705. 
in all & took his receipts in full. 
These I must send to Washington, D.C. 
& trust to luck to be reimbursed. 
Recd. letter from Atty. Genl. directing 
me to hold special term of court at 
Unalaska – Dutch Harbor – in Judge 
Noyes district, providing he makes 
no objection.  Wrote Judge Noyes 
about it today – also to Atty. Genl. 
Recd. letters from Senator Foster & Cong. Cushman 
Also copy of Governor Rogers Inaugural 
address in which he pays me a compliment 
for services in State v. Rogers.  Court 
house is getting on fine – good letters 
from Darrell – he stands 6 in Math. 
for the term – a splendid place and 
one highly gratifying to us. 

Diary 2,  1901 
march30andapril01
and02and03a 

Mch. 30th  Made out my personal expense 
accounts against the government in com 
=pliance with letter of the Attorney General. 
Repaid Marshal Perry $256.40 which 
he formerly paid me on expenses & 
sent in accounts from the date of my 
appointment to the present in the sum 
of $1279.15. 
April 1st  Wrote Atty Genl about the 
reports of Claypool and Sawyer, returned 
on account of minimum charge of $2.50 
for recording.  Charley Taylor came 
in today – came down from Dawson to 
get some affidavits – goes back tomorrow. 
Wrote to mother: working at home. 
April 2nd Working on Court Rules 
& reading “The Christian”. 
April 3rd Finished Court Rules, 
made order adopting them to be in 
force July 1st & forwarded copies 

Diary 2,  1901 
april03band06and0
8a 

to the Attorney General and to 
the Clerk U.S. Circuit Court of 
Appeals,  9th Circuit, San Francisco. 

 - 13 - 

 



Alaska State Library – Historical Collections   Diary of James Wickersham 
MS 107 Diary 2   January 1 through September 29, 1901 

April 6th  Mr. D. A. McKenzie, who 
resides at Coldfoot, on the Koyukuk 
river, came into Eagle yesterday from 
Seattle.  Have many letters urging his 
appointment as Commissioner and 
have this day appointed him, and created 
the Koyukuk Precinct, with his 
official residence at Coldfoot, 
at the mouth of Slate Creek.  Mr. 
Schrader, geologist and the leader 
of the U.S. surveying expedition into 
the Koyukuk is here:  he and McKenzie 
take dinner with us at the “Cabin”. 
April 8th  Mr. John T. Reed, first assistant 
clerk of Judge Noyes court at Nome is in 
town:  he says Judge Noyes is overwhelmed with 
work – 600 cases on the docket, - and that 
he desires me to come & assist him next 
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april08band09and1
1and12 

winter.  He is on his way to N.Y. to visit 
his people.  Judge Noyes also suggests 
exchanging with Judge Brown so that 
he could have time from Juneau to go home. 
Have agreed with Harry B. Alldis to 
go into contract with him on #28 and 29 
above Discovery on Mission Creek.   He 
goes tomorrow to complete the filing 
on 29, & Mrs. Wickersham has hereto 
=fore filed on 28. 
April 9th – Appointed B. D. Mills, Jury Commissioner 
& ordered notices of Court for July 1st 1901. – 
April 11.  Mail from outside:  recd 
copy of opinion in Bird v. Winyer 
arising on Puyallup Indian reservation 
We won case in Supreme Ct. Washington. 
Darrells letter & report recd:  he is 
doing splendidly & seems reconciled. 
April 12th  Trial of Walsh v. Ford: 
This case discloses that Eagle townsite 
is to be disposed of as abandoned military reser 
   =vation!! 

Diary 2,  1901 
april15and18a 

April 15th  Decided Walsh v. Ford in 
favor of defendant:  it appears that in 
placing the 400 acres of Eagle townsite 
under land department control the President 
ordered it disposed of under Act of Congress 
of July 5th 1884; effect if valid:  it will be 
disposed of only to those who were on lots 
prior to reservation in July 13, 1889  & 
to the highest bidders for cash upon survey 
Appraisal and Sale!  As the people of 
Eagle have raised a large sum for surveys 
&c. under the Townsite Act, this must be 
somewhat of a disappointment & it 
comes from their attorneys not taking 
the Execution Order as part of their title. 
April 18th  Howard sick yesterday 

& today:  Dr. Truholtz came – fever. 
Filed my location notice for Mining Claim 
No. 4, below Lower Discovery on 
Heu{e}me (Wynema) Creek, near Fourth 
of July Creek.  Pennoyer thinks it 
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is a good claim.  Also ordered from 
N.A.T. Co. for use by Harry Alldis 
$95.00 worth of supplies for use of 
Aldis in prospecting Nos. 28 and 29. above 
discovery on Mission Creek.  Made 
contract with Alldis by which he & Mrs. 
W_ become owners, undivided, of 
both 28 & 29.  We furnish provisions 
Alldis does work:  Paid for recording 
Alldis contract, location on #29 & location 
of No. 4, below Lower Discovery on Heueme 
the sum of $5.00 to recorder. 
April 22nd  Heilig, clerk, and 
Perry, marshal, moved into their rooms 
in our new court house.  Building 
will not be finished for two weeks yet 
but their rooms were specially furnished 
on account of possible rain which 
would spoil their books & papers in the 
old cabin now occupied.  Mail in 
from down the river:  Letter from Judge 
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Balliet in which he says that he 
has no further confidence in Gehmle 
{Dep} Marshal at Rampart, - thinks he was 
“fixed” by saloon men on trial:  Told 
Perry, after he informed me that he 
had received letter from Gehmle saying 
that he could not get along with Balliet, 
and asking for removal to Circle or 
Eagle.  Await further facts. 
April. 25th  Mail in today from the 
outerworld.  Recd. 3 letters from Darrell. 
He has fallen down on Mathematics for 
March, but came up well in English. 
Will go on summer cruise on “Chesapeake”. 
Torrance, mining expert, &c. with his 
men came in today for work on Mission 
and other creeks.  Reynoldson, Dept. 
Marshal, came back from Forty Mile, 
“Jack Wade” where he went to serve 
subpoenas for jurors.  Recd. voucher 
for my June, 1900, back salary. 
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- did not receive it before as there was no 
appropriation out of which it could 
be paid.  Sent out $6.00 to pay cem 
=tary tax for year.  Also wrote to 
mother & send her four pictures of 
the interior of our cabin. 
April 29th  Wrote to Judges Noyes 
and Brown today offering to enlarge 
my district so as to include the Copper 
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river country and the Aleutian Islands, 
and thereby relieve both their courts to that 
extent.  Wrote Atty General about it & 
sent him copies of both letters also a 
map, - Sent Senator Foster copies of 
all their letters.    Ducks & geese 
in plenty flying today – Spring. 
 
May 10th 1901.  Court house finished 
today and Howard raised the flag – the 
most northern flag on an American  
courthouse!  Have been spending 
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my time for two weeks and more 
in examining the papers, studying the cases 
which will come up for trial July term. 
Going duck hunting with Mr. Johansen 
& Cramer tomorrow.   F 
May 11th  First robin singing this morning 
Inspection drill at Post. 
May 14th  Came back from duck hunt today 
- We walked up Yukon shore to lakes about 
8 miles & camped in Walshs wood cabin 
near south end of largest lake – only the smallest 
and most southern lake was open – all others 
frozen up solid.  We hunted Saturday night 
& Sunday & Monday – Killed 20 ducks before I 
came in.  Left Johansen & Cramer there, 
and am to send some one back with horse for 
packs, ducks, &c on 16th. 
May 15th  Heard motion to vacate warrant 
of arrest in civil action in A.C. Co. v. Raymond 
denied motion after full argument:  This 
is the second hearing of this same motion 
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 May 15th 1901. 
Ice in the river began to move out from 
front of Eagle today at 2:30 p.m. 
A guessing contest at N.A.T. Co. store 
resulted in guesses for every day from the 
5th to 21st of May.  I guessed this 
day – 15th at 1 oclock.  Another party 
guessed this day at 3 oclock, and 
the first general movement began at 
2:30, so I lost and Jim Dubois won. 
This great event also makes us all 
 “Sour Doughs” 
as all Yukoners are called who 
have seen the ice go out in the spring. 
May 17th  Ice ran out yesterday & day before 
for 9 miles up river & then river fell & we 
heard by telegraph that a great jam had 
formed at Forty Mile:  This afternoon 
it began to come down – it broke about 
noon at Forty Mile, and tonight the river 
is rising rapidly & is filled from shore to 
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shore:  A jam formed here yesterday 
at Eagle Rock for an hour or so, but 

soon went out.  This afternoon a 
big water spaniel “Major” sprang 
into the river, and could not again reach 
shore for the masses of ice.  The last we 
saw of him he was on a cake of ice in 
the middle of the river, about two miles 
below town.  River rising rapidly. 
May 18th.  River continued to rise 
until about one oclock last night from 
which time, as the mass of Forty Mile jam 
had passed it fell.  This morning it 
looked like river of crushed ice and 
snow moving rapidly onward, - little 
water to be seen, but at noon the ice 
is past and the river nearly clear but 
high.  Tonight the river has fallen about 
10 feet or more – leaving high wall of ice 
on each bank.  “Major” the dog who sailed 
away on a cake of ice returned home at midnight. 
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May 21st  After the flood tide which 
carried the ice jam out, of the 18th the river 
fell leaving ice walls 12 or more feet 
high on each shore.  During the 
last 24 hours, however, it has been rising 
and now flows high:  During today a 
scow and their small boats reached 
here from Dawson:  they brought news  
about the flood at Forty Mile, which 
seems to have been unprecedented and 
disastrous.  The town was almost 
destroyed on the 18th – or possibly 17th 
by the ice and high water resulting 
from a jam in the river.  The houses 
and stores were flooded and torn 
to peices and the stock in the A.C & 
N.A.T. stores ruined – loss heavy 
but luckily no lives lost, although 
many narrow escapes.  We are not 
expecting steamboats from Dawson – no 
mail there yet – owing to a jam 
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at Five Finger Rapids. 
While Clerk, Marshal, Recorder 
& my stenographer have been in the new 
courthouse for some days,  I only moved 
in today.  Library in – desk tomorrow. 
Scow from Dawson loaded with potatoes 
&c:  had a supper of same 
tonight = 25¢ per lb.  Scow went 
on down the river tonight – to Circle. 
May 23rd  Valdez mail came in:  3 
letters from Darrell & bundles of clippings 
from newspapers & one newspaper. 
No mail from up river for over a month. 
May24th  Denied temporary restraining 
order in N.A.T. Co. v. Gardner.  Trial 
of Thomas A. Wilson, insane:  order that 
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he be deported to and confined in Oregon 
State Asylum for Insane.  Several 
small boats & scows down river, but 
no steamer or mail:  Learn that steamer 
& mail will come tomorrow. 
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May 25th – Local mail from Dawson 
this morning.  Days last Valdez mail 
contained outside Skagway mail of 
1st & 15th mail may come down river 
on steamer.  River still rising rapidly. 
May 26th 1901.  Sunday. 
Yesterday Ora Lomax came down from 
Dawson in a small boat with the information 
that the “Clifford Sifton” would follow in the 
evening with 50 or 60 members of the “Arctic 
Brotherhood” with a view to establish a lodge 
of that order in Eagle.  Heard Mr. French 
and Lt. Cragie are the only members here 
and they requested the use of the new court 
room, which I granted, as a lodge room. 
     This day is the birthday of both Lt. Cragie 
and Lt. Erickson:  they gave a birth day dinner 
present.  Hosts:  Capt. & Mrs Farnsworth, Lt. 
Tillinans[?] and Miss Florence Heilig, Mr. & Mrs. 
Heilig, Mr & Mrs. U. G. Myers, Mr & Mrs Kirk 
the Presbyterian minister:  Dr. & Mrs. Truholtz 
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(Dr. Truholtz is acting Asst. Surgon, U.S.A. 
Ft. Egbert).  Mrs. French, & Mrs. VanHook:  Miss 
Thompson and Cora, & Mrs Wickersham & I. 
We had a royal good dinner & plenty of 
good cheer:  music &c.  During dinner 
received telegram from Forty Mile, saying that 
Mr & Mrs Orr are on Clifford Sifton & that 
the boat would arrive at 11.30.p.m.  After 
May supper (or dinner rather) went to the  
courthouse & waited for boat; at 11:30 it 
arrived, the first steamer for 6 months 
to appear at our levee; the Tacoma crowd 
was surprisingly large:  Mr & Mrs Orr and 
son:  Richard Roediger, Ed. “Dawson News”: 
R. J. Davis, Charles E. Taylor, C. B. Zabreska[?] 
Mrs. Lockwood, Mr & Mrs. Crawford. 
We took them in & gave them lunch & did 
best we could to entertain them.  About 
3 oclock, Mrs. W & Mrs. Orr went to bed & 
Orr, Davis & I, made a bed on the floor with 
robes & slept until 7 oclock.  They rema 
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until 9 oclock this morning when 
they took the “Clifford Sifton” for return 
trip.  They brought us papers & magazines 
& were pleased with our town.  Mrs. Orr 
& Captain Farnsworth are old schoolmates 
& seemed delighted to meet again in this 
far away country. 
The “Clifford Sifton” brought the outside 
mail of the 15th bringing our mails up to 

date:  it was not opened until after 
the steamer returned:  Very happy letter 
from Darrell:  he seems to be regaining his 
courage, has gained greatly in his standing 
and is going on summer cruise on the 
“Chesapeake” and “Indiana” north to 
Maine and New Brunswick.  Received 
leave of absence after July term of court 
from Atty. General, for 30 days to visit Tacoma 
also intimation that the leave would be with 
drawn if public exigency demands my presence 
in Alaska.  I also received letter from J. G. 
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Heid, Juneau, Alaska, saying that 
he had it on good authority that I was 
soon to be directed to go to Nome 
to hold court:  Roediger told me 
that dispatches just received as he 
left Dawson stated that Judge Noyes 
was to be cited before U.S. Circuit Court of 
Appeals, S. F. for contempt, in McKenzie 
matter, - it may be that Atty. Genl. means 
to send me there, - Nome to hold court.  Well 
it is satisfactory to me, but now for many 
reasons I prefer to remain in Eagle City. 
May 28th  Steamers “Rock Islander” & 
“Gold Star” passed down the river this morning. 
River has been rising steadily ever since the 
ice went out. 
May 30th  Decoration Day. 
Delivered the Addess today – Services 
held in court room:  Singing, prayer 
Kirk, recitation by Miss Thompson, & 
Address – Decoration graves at 1:30 
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[typewritten program:] 
“DECORATION DAY EXERCISE 
Eagle, Alaska  May 30, 1901. 
 Court House Square. 
 10:30 A.M. 
 Programme. 
1. Singing Male Quartet. 
2. Prayer Rev. James Wollaston Kirk. 
3. Recitation Miss L. J. Thompson. 
 (The Blue and the Gray) 
4. Singing Male Quartet. 
5. Address Hon. James Wickersham. 
6. Singing Male Quartet, leading. 
 (America) 
7. Firing Salute Company E., U.S.I. 
8. Taps  Bugler, Co. E. 
 
All places of business are kindly requested to close at 
10 o’clock A.M.and all citizens are urged to make the day a 
holiday. 
   U. G. Myers 
   Mayor of Eagle.” 

Diary 2,  1901 May 6th [June 6th] Steamer Louise with three 

 - 16 - 

 



Alaska State Library – Historical Collections   Diary of James Wickersham 
MS 107 Diary 2   January 1 through September 29, 1901 
june06and7and11a
nd12a 

barges came down river this afternoon for  
St. Micheal – no mail. 
My 7th [June 7th] Snow storm for an hour 
this morning, - and rain.  Working for 
two days on opinion as to whether pros 
=ecutions for crime may be begun by 
criminal information – held that they 
are good in cases of misdemeanor 
U.S. v. Powers and Robertson. 
May 11. [June 11]  “Leon” arrived from Dawson on her 
way to St. Micheal, - no mail.  Met Mr 
Mendanhall of U.S. Geol. Survey, who is going 
via Dall river, across Koyukuk country & thence 
to and down Kowak.  Decided yesterday 
- made order today – that Powers & Robertsons license 
be transferred to waterfront – first saloon there 
May 12 [June 12]. “Robert Kerr” arrived this morning from 
Dawson – no mail.  Reports mail will be in Dawson 
last night or this morning.  Telegram from Mrs. 
Reynoldson from Whitehorse – will be here abou 
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Sunday. Nothing yet from Judge Post, who 
has neither written to me nor to any one else 
since last fall. Am pretty much out of patience 
over failure to be here – he has been badly needed 
- officially – and I will certainly protest vigorously 
if he is absent much longer, or another winter. 
Mail in this forenoon from Circle – for Valdez- 
all wet from overturning in river. 
May 13th  The Str. “Tyrell” this morning 
with mail.  Letters from Darrell – O.K! 
Also clipping from S. F. “Call” sent me by 
“Quarre – saying that Judge Noyes has 
been cited to appear before the Circuit Court 
of Appeals at S. F. for contempt in relation 
to the difficulties at Nome, and that I had 
been directed by the President to go to Nome 
in his place – temporarily at least.  If 
such action has been taken it is unpre 
-cedented – the whole matter to date is that! 
President McKinley consulted with the 
Judges of the Circuit Court of Appeals at 
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S. F. while there  in May, and upon the showing of 
ill health of McKenzie.  Judge Noyes receiver, and 
that he had a paid up the $10,000 alleged shortage, 
{and his earnest apology to the Court,} 
commuted his sentence and he was discharged. 
McKenzies attorney, Judge Dubose, however, 
has also been sentenced to six months in the 
Alemeda Co. Jail, and Judge Noyes and Geary 
another attorney cited.  The “Call” says that 
Noyes has been suspended pending his trial 
and that I have been appointed – or directed 
to take his place.  I cannot help but feel 
a deep sympathy for Judge Noyes, for I am 
sure he is more sinned against than sinning 
Received a copy of printed rules from Judge 

Browns court at Juneau, and in spite of 
my modesty I am quite sure that those which 
I have prepared and forwarded to the Attorney 
General are much more complete. 
 
Dinner party tonight to Capt & Mrs. Farnsworth, 
Mr. & Mrs. U. G. Myers, Robert Farnsworth 
Howard, Mrs. W_ and myself - 
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June 16 Steamer [ ?ion] down 
from Dawson.  Mrs. Capt. Wright on board 
bound for Ft. Gibbon.  Mrs. Reynoldson & son 
(Depty. Marshals wife) from Dubuque, Iowa 
arrived; Reynoldson at Rampart after 
prisoners.  Am all ready to go hunting 
mountain sheep.  George Jeffery is going 
with me.  Torrance takes our packs 
on his mules as far as Colorado Creek, 
we then go on up Mission to No. 28. 
where Harry Alldis is working our claims 
& from that point George Dribelbis tells 
me it is less than half a days walk 
to the summits and sheep pastures. 
     Reports all confirm Noyes suspension 
and my transfer to Nome, - well I 
must hunt and play now, for that means 
very hard, - hard work, but I am 
ready and prepared for it. 
 
Left Eagle at 3 oclock afoot and reached 
Torrances mining camp at 6:00 for supper 
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He is doing placer mining at the mouth of Colo 
=rado creek, - employs several men and is 
making quite a show with the water from the creek. 
Torrance and his packer reached camp late 
with packs and mules:  12 miles to Colorado 
- swamps and no roads:  crossed American 
& wolf creeks – waded and got very wet. 
 {June} 17th 
My bedfellows last night were George 
Jeffery and “Bill Blankinship” – an old 
time plainsman, miner and cowboy. 
“Bill” went west in 1865 – was a Union soldier 
- hunted buffalo, ran a Montana cattle ranch, 
became well off, put it all in a sure thing 
Butte. mine – the pay streak pinched out 
- and “Bill” has tramped from Montana to 
the mouth of the Mackenzie river looking for 
it in vain.  He is an exact image of 
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Nelson Bennett, of Tacoma.  Bradley, the 
packer, who is at Colorado creek hunting 
bear is going with us – Torrance offered us a 
pack mule, which we accepted.  We left the 
mine early with our caravan, went up the south 
side of Mission a mile, thence climbed to the 
summit and keeping along the top reached 
a point opposite Harry Aldis claim near 
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the head of Mission late in the evening.  Staid 
all night at Harrys house – he left for 
town before bed time. 
 18th 
Left Aldis claim early and went up Mission 
creek to the “Cariboo Camp” of last fall.  On the 
way we passed Shorts cabin – Aldis killed 
a fine buck cariboo on the mountain a few days 
ago, and the fine new horns, half grown and 
in the velvet lay at Shorts.  They are beauties! 
At Cariboo camp we found a large canvas 
tent cover, a platter, knife, two carrying 
bags, a cup and some oats, all of wh[ich] 
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belong to the government.  We took them 
intending to turn them in at the post on our 
return.  Had dinner at Cariboo camp – then 
crossed westward, climbed to the summit of 
Mt. Wolcott, at head of Mission Creek – 
height of Wolcott 5,500 feet, and thence 
set out northwestward across the valleys 
and mountains towards Glacier Mountain 
- Mt. Eldredge.  Saw a small species 
of marmot on Mt. Wolcott, - striped, 
and about the size of a small squirrel. 
Crossed head of Bear creek, and down 
into head waters of Comet, both tributaries 
to Forty Mile river.  We reached the valley 
at the foot of Crater basin, in Comet Creek 
valley, and camped at 12 oclock mid 
night.  Glacier mountain seems at 
some time to have deserved that name 
for Comet creek valley is crossed by a 
large terminal moraine, while 
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smaller lateral moraine lies close along its 
east side down to the terminal:  morainic 
deposits have made several small lakes 
on a second terrace, and altogether it 
is, to me, an interesting spot. 
 {June} 19th 
Were very tired this morning but rather 
late George and I started out to explore 
Crater basin, whose mouth opened a 
quarter of a mile above our camp. 
Found it completely walled, except at 
outlet by such perpendicular granite 
walls that nothing but a goat or sheep 
could get out.  Walls from thousand feet 
at mouth to 800 feet at head of valley: 
valley two and a half miles long – half 
mile wide.  A beautiful place, filled 
with flowers, streams, grass lands, and 
on sheltered spots with some snow banks 
No game, - many trails – found a beautiful 
pair of cariboo horns – shed this spring 
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 20th 
Today we concluded to try the summits around 

Mt Eldrege for sheep. – George and I climbed 
the south-eastern point and thence to the summits. 
We passed the whole day along the sharp 
comb of the mountains, passed over the 
summit of Eldrege, stood by the cairn 
built for triangulation by the Geological 
Survey, but concluded that that was not 
the highest point.  Passed over a difficult 
and dangerous place and reached a high 
sharp ridge, where we built a cairn of 
of our own.  It rained, hailed and thundered 
terrifically while we were there.  A splendid 
prospect lay in all directions from 
this overtowering perch.  We could trace 
the Yukon for fifty miles or more, while 
Eagle was in plain view.  Found our 
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way down into the Crater basin from  
this summit over a long, steep slide of 
granite boulders, into Crater basin and out 
that way to camp – no sign – no fresh 
signs of sheep on these summits.  We now 
conclude that they must be on the lower 
meadows with lambs. 
 21st 
While at breakfast this morning Bradly 
suddenly stopped and said “Why there is a 
sheep” – pointing toward the point of the 
mountain up which George and I climbed 
yesterday.  With my opera glasses I 
saw plainly that it was a young buck. 
By virtue of seeing it first Bradley climbed 
the big mountain and reached the summit way 
above and behind it: after seeing him 
to the top I left camp and went out on the 
side hill in front of the place where the sheep 
lay resting in the sun.  He saw me at once 
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and began to watch my movements closely. 
I kept in plain sight, moved along leisurely 
gradually rounding the hill and approaching 
nearer to his resting place. He arose and 
climbed a hundred feet or so higher and 
lay down on a point where he could more 
easily keep his eye on me.  All this time 
Bradly was slipping down upon him 
from above guided by my motions and 
signs.  He reached a ledge just above 
the sheep, and shot him, while yet 
watching me, and entirely unsuspicious 
that Bradly was above him or even on the  
mountain.  After hearing Bradley shoot 
I struck out alone across the granite bluffs 
between Seward and Utah creeks, and 
hunted all day.  It had been agreed that camp 
should be moved way over on Seward and 
about noon or after I saw Bradley & Geor[ge] 

Diary 2,  1901 leading the mule over the mountains in that 
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as I was slowly making my way down 
towards Seward creek, looking for smoke 
or other sign of camp, I saw what at 
first appeared to be snow on the very top 
of a high limestone ridge across on the 
north side of Seward creek.  Time after 
time I examined the spots with my eye and 
opera glasses – after while, while gazing 
intently through the opera glasses at the 
white and distant spots, I distinctly 
saw one push the other with his head! and 
I knew it was a sheep and not snow spots. 
I climbed down the mountain side, crossed Seward 
creek on great ice cakes, remnants of last 
winters glacier, and then after much labor, 
reached the mountain summit behind and above 
the sheep.  I had watched them carefully to 
see that they were feeding slowly down 
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toward some limestone pinnacles above 
Seward creek: so when I got above them I 
came down upon these rocks.  From the 
summit of a great flat limestone pinnacle 
I looked down upon a fine flock of wild 
sheep – but to  my great disappointment 
it consisted only of ewes and lambs – 
last years lambs and this springs flock. 
I shot two – a yearling buck and a 
buck lamb, and then four shots a a 
large ewe with good fair horns – when 
to my surprise I found myself out of 
cartridges!  The ewe escaped although 
wounded.  I cleaned the two bucks and 
after much trouble got them down to the 
creek where I packed ice over them. 
These limestone cliffs are honeycombed 
with caverns and holes : sheep trails lead  
to them, and from the deep cut trails, the 
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smell and other signs I judge that here 
is the old homestead for the wild sheep of 
this locality.  At this season the old 
bucks, the fellows with big horns are not 
with the ewes and lambs, but lead a 
solitary life along the high ridges.  I 
killed my sheep at 9 oclock – just before 
I shot I heard George shooting his 
gun – thinking I was lost he was 
out on a slope to the south of me 
signalling the location of the camp. 
Before I shot the sheep I dared not 
give an answering shot for fear of 
frightening them, afterward I could not 
for I had used my last cartridges. 
Leaving the sheep standing all around 
me – only 100 yards way, I started out 
- up stream to hunt camp.  Soon 

saw the smoke, but owing to the deep 
moss, dense brush and rocks it was 
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11 oclock when I stumbled, tired and 
footsore, into the tent, but happy with having 
killed two more small but fine bucks. 
 -22nd- 
This morning we saw sheep on the summits 
above us.  Bradly went up but did not succeed 
in getting one.  George and I undertook 
to get the mule up the rocky mountain side 
north of Seward creek:  he stepped between 
two granite rocks, fell over and hurt 
his left hind ankle.  We reloaded him 
and finally reach the summit.  With Bradly 
we went down the mountain and carried 
my two small bucks to the top, loaded 
the mule and started homeward.  All 
went well enough until within four or five 
miles of Torrances, when Bradly left the 
right trail and got entangled in the swamp 
and canyons on Excelsior Creek.  Here he 
hurt the mules leg worse – so badly that it 
was – or seemed to be, out of joint at the 
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ankle. We finally left him, after unpacking 
about half a mile from Mission Creek & 
about a mile from Torrances camp. 
Having on high rubber boots, and finding 
a place where Mission creek divided 
Bradley waded across – not without difficulty 
and danger, while I kept along up the 
bank to a point opposite Torrances. 
I called and they came down opposite 
to me, threw me a rope and gave me 
instructions to wade up stream toward 
the lower end of their wing[?] dam.  I tied 
the rope tight around my body under my 
arms, strapped my gun on, and loaded 
with a pair of cariboo horns, and all my 
hunting outfit boldly waded into the raging 
mountain stream, swollen high with ice 
cold water from the summits.  Three men on 
the opposite bank pulled the rope, and I 
got along nicely until just below the wing 
dam.  I stepped into a deep cut, and over 
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I went.  The rope pulled from above, the 
great weight of the torrent pressing me 
down, the gun, horns &c. all prevented 
me from assisting myself in the slightest 
and over and over I went until the 
miners finally landed me on shore by 
the strength of the line.  A good drink 
of whisky, a dry suit, and in a few 
minutes I was eating a hearty supper. 
Later at night Bradly and Torrance 
went out and got the mule and packs. 
 -23rd- 
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I had bought Bradleys interest in the 
first sheep we killed, and gave Torrance 
¾ of it.  The mule still being too lame 
to go on to Eagle I went in alone:  and 
soon had a good bath and clean clothes. 
 -24- 
George and Bradly came in at 5 oclock 
this morning with the sheep.  Ed. Crouch  
Jessen came and cut it up for me & we 
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immediately “potlatched”, or gave away 
about all of it.  Sent steaks, roasts 
&c. to nearly every body in town. 
 -26th- 
Steamer “Susie” going down the river. 
Had a pleasant call from Sam. C. Dunham 
Mr. Wilson, late of A.C. Co:  Miller, late 
of Tacoma police force:  Mr. Maloy U.S. 
Stamp department (war revenue):  Mr & 
Mrs VanHook leave for down river:  Mr. 
Emelie Quarre arrives to remain. 
     Mr. Sloss, of A.C. Co. with Messrs. Wash 
=burn and Menzies reached here yesterday 
with Mr. Stone whom they duly installed 
as agent of the new N.C. Co. at this place. 
Met all  parties, am pleased with Stone. 
 July 1st 1901. 
First day of regular July term. 
Judge Post, U.S. Dist. Atty. not here 
and have had no word from him since 
last September:  his end of the 
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court business in Alask has been 
badly neglected.  His assistant 
Geo. K. French. is down at Rampart,  
so there is no one here to attend to the 
Grand Jury which is called for today. 
Write Attorney General fully about it. 
Dismissed case of U.S. v. McConnell & 
Gilpin, and ordered bond returned to 
Mrs. McConnell who put it up:  Ordered 
a special venire to fill up Grand Jury 
 - but as yet there is no boat up the river. 
No prisoners, witnesses or litigants from 
either Rampart or Circle:  French is 
yet there, and we can do nothing until 
he and Reynoldson get back:  Last 
year the first boat up river reached 
Eagle on Fourth of July:  it may be later 
this year owing to the season being later. 
Its bad, and expensive, but the govt. 
must stand it:  Jury ought to have been 
called for July 15th and not sooner! 
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 July 2nd 
Grand jury empanelled and sworn, 
gave them instructions and appointed 
Mr. E. J. Chamberlain, foreman.  Heard 
argument notion in N.A.T. Co. v. Gardner. 

  “     3rd 
Grand jury returned “not a true bill” 
{U.S. v. Neeley.}, were 
engaged yesterday and today in examining 
courthouse jail, and official books. 
There is but little business ready, and will 
be nothing to do until the boat comes in with 
French, U.S. Asst. Dist. Atty. Reynoldson, 
Dept. Marshal with prisoners, witnesses, 
&c. from Rampart and Circle – Dont 
know when this arrival will reach us. 
Tomorrow is the glorious 4th, a holiday 
and there will be no court.  Things are in 
a bad shape owing to failure of boats to 
get up the river!  it will probably detain 
me two weeks or so in getting down to Unalaska 
or Nome – if ordered then to hold court. 
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 3rd continued 
Son born to Joe, Crook, Agt. A.C. Co. 
last night  - 8 ½ lbs. mother doing well. 
On July 1st as Orin Merriman and 
companion were poling boat up the Yukon, 
and about 15 mi above Eagle, it overturned 
and Orin was drowned.  He is a young man 
and cousin to Agt. N.A.T. Co. 
 July 4th 
Fire crackers, national salute of artillery 
at Ft. Egbert, base ball, races, &c. &c. and 
ball at barracks in evening. 
 July 5th 
Outside mail gets in:  Darrell is on 
his annual cruise, first on “Chesapeake” 
and then on “Indiana”  No information 
whatever about the rumor that I am to be 
transferred to Nome.  Received amended 
fee bill for recorders – it is satisfactory 
and will add much to the stability of the 
Commissioners office.  Recd salary 
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voucher for April, $412.10. and for 
bal. on June 1900. $274.73.  This leaves 
due me for months of March, May & June. 
Indictments returned against Gay & 
Mrs. Woodcock:  illicit cohabitation. 
Arraigned – bail $500 each 
 -7th- 
The court business for the week has been 
nearly nothing on account of the absence of 
Dist. Atty. and failure of boat to come up the 
river with prisoners, litigants and witnesses from 
Rampart and Circle. 
 -8th- 
Telegram from Dawson that Bain arrested 
& will be sent down to boundary line:  also 
telegram from Claypool that he will be down 
   {fine $100.00} 
on next boat.  Powns & Robertson plead guilty. 
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 -9th- 
Case of Koegle v Alaska Co-op. Min Co. tried 
before court, verdict for plaintiff about $770 
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 -10th 
Madden, from Dawson came into Eagle 
this morning with three friends, on gasoline 
launch, en route to Nome.  Called, says he 
left Nome in May, went to Sound and is now 
on way back.  Says Nome country is solid - 
mining interests great and promises to be a 
permanent camp.  Jury in case of 
N.A.T. v. Gardner, et. al. find for Plaintiff. 
 -11th- 
Dep. U.S. Marshals met N.W.M.P at 
the boundary line last evening at the 
Canadians delivered Bain, and he is now 
in jail here.  North West Mounted Police 
came on down & will wait for first boat 
back up river.  U.S. Marshall assists 
them in every way practicable to catch 
escaping criminals on this side of line. 
 -12th- 
A small boat came down from Dawson 
this morning bringing Seattle papers of 
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July 3rd from which we learn that the 
Nome steamers just arriving in Seattle 
report that on June 20-22 the ice yet 
remained solid about St Micheal & 
that steamers could not get within 35 mi 
of that place.  From this information I 
conclude that the river steamers will be 
correspondingly late in getting away to 
return up the river, and that the first one 
may yet be a week or more in reaching this 
place.  The grand jury is finished and 
can do no more until the arrival of the 
prisoners, marshals & others from Rampart 
and Circle:  I have therefore excused 
such of the grand jurors as find that 
they cannot longer neglect their private 
business, and will only hold the balance 
- will fill up the jury when we need to. 
Trial jury was excused from appearance 
for trials until Monday, at which time 
I think we can begin to keep them busy. 
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 -13th- 
Yesterday evening Torrance told me 
that he would soon probably want claims 
on Wolf Creek, and advised me to file there. 
This morning I sent out Jeffry and Ed. 
Crouch to locate claims for themselves & 
Jessen, Fred, Debbie and Darrell, with 
an agreement to put them into a pool & 
divide the proceeds if any.  Opened 
court, called juries &c and adjourned 
until Monday, when criminal trials 

will begin. 
 -14th- 
The “John C. Barr” came down from 
Dawson this morning, on her way to St. Mich 
-eal, and Charles E. Claypool, wife, 2 chil 
=dren and Mr. Tod. Cowles, arrived and 
will remain here during the balance of 
court time.  Also, and much to my 
surprise, Mr. V. L. Harlan, wife and 
son arrived:  He was appointed U.S. 
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District Attorney, June 22, in 
place of Judge Post, resigned, and 
left his home at York, Nebraska, 
on July 4th in the afternoon – not quite 
10 days ago.  I am pleased with his 
appearance and think that he will do 
very much better than Post, for his health 
is good – he is over 6 feet tall, strong 
and vigorous – about 50 years old. 
Assisted Claypools into Johansons 
house – Harlans took possession of 
Frenchs cabin.  Hope things will go 
better now with a good district Attorney. 
 -15th- 
Harlan, Dist. Atty. sworn into office: 
Case of U.S. v. Gay, illicit cohabitation, 
tried:  verdict not guilty.  Mr. Tod, 
Cowles admitted to the bar.  Case of U.S. v. 
Gay is another evidence of the leniency 
with which juries view the promiscuous relations 
of persons of different sexes in this country. 
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 -15th continued- 
The proof was ample and clear that they 
had resided together after the manner of 
husband and wife for two years, yet the 
jury found no evidence to convict – because 
no one saw an actual copulation. 
 -16th- 
Case of U.S. v. Woodcock – against Mrs. Wood 
-cock.  Gays mistress, dismissed as it is 
a waste of time to prosecute her if he could 
not be convicted.  No more business until 
the boat arrives from down river.  Called 
to the attention of Dist. Atty. Harlan, in the 
most particular manner violation of the law 
by the N.A.T. & T. Co. in failing and refusing 
to file its articles of incorporation & authority of 
attorney:  also failure of business houses to 
pay license fees promptly. 
 -19th- 
The “Lorelei”, a small steamer came  
down from Dawson this morning with 
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the mail, and after remaining until noon 
returned with passengers.  I received a 
telegram by mail from Seattle sent to me 
on July 2nd by Dist. Atty. Harlan – who 
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arrived here in person and with his family 
on the 14th!  - five days ahead of his 
telegram – also letter today from him dated 
July 1st!  Good letter from Darrell but 
no official mail whatever.  No boat from 
down the river yet:  Court at a stand 
still until the boat does come:  but today 
I overruled defendants motion in U.S. vs. 
Puckett, et. al. for continuance & set the 
case for trial tomorrow morning. 
 -20- 
Trial U.S. v. Sam Puckett,  Ole Anderson 
and Walter B. Allen, for assault & battery, 
verdict guilty:  Fine $200. each. = $600.00 
Allen is son of Lawyer Allen of Seattle – he 
is too smart & brought on trouble thereby. 
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 -21st- 
And no boat up the river yet! 
 -24th- 
 Steamboat!! “Susie.” 
The long looked for steamer up the 
river reached Eagle this morning at 
1:30 and was met by the whole town. 
Reynoldson, Sawyer, prisoners, witness 
=es & parties from Rampart, Ft. Yukon 
and Circle reached here:  French also 
with cases worked up.  Mail.  2nd 
class by the wagon load! 
     Capt. & Mrs. Farnsworth, Mrs. 
Heilig and daughter Florence, and 
Lt. Cragie went up river on the 
“Susie”, - the Capt. bound for Ft. Vancouver 
Cragie for the Phillipines & Mrs Heilig 
& Florence for Tacoma. 
     Panel of Grand Jury filled and 
set to work.  Indictment against Carolan 
who was arraigned.  Trial Saturday 27th. 
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Heard case Est. of Evan Williams. 
 -25th- 
Full settlement this morning with 
Prescott Sawyer:  paid him $400.00 
in full of all I owe him:  also full 
settlement and payment to G. G. Perry 
I owe neither of them a cent – nor 
do I owe any one in Alaska. 
 -2726th- 
U.S. v. Beaumont, trial and 
conviction:  verdict guilty of 
Adultery.  There was what seemed to 
me in this case a current of bribery 
and perjury. – Kellum his lawyer 
used vile language in his argument 
and Mr. Harlan gave such a 
“hiding” as a man seldom gets in 
court. 
 -27th- 

Case of U.S. v. Dan Carolan on 
trial – jury impanelled & prosecution 
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put its case.  It was a 
case of murder in first degree, 
but defence is rape on Carolans 
wife on Nov 29th, confession and 
charge to her husband on Dec 15th 
and his shooting Muldowney on 
Dec. 17th and jury will not convict. 
(I do not think so at least) of any 
thing higher than manslaughter. 
 -28th- 
The “Whitehorse” a beautiful new 
up-river steamer came in today 
from Dawson with an excursion, and 
Mrs. Wickersham and Howard went 
up on her.  They will only stop at 
Dawson for two or three hours and 
will keep on to Whitehorse on 
this boat – she had a fine state 
room and will have a splendid 
trip.  “Yukon” {Howards dog}  
sat on the bank and 
howled, & I felt like it. 
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 -29th- 
Have tried case of U.S. vs. Carolan 
all day – instructed the jury at 8 oclock 
tonight and jury is now out deliberating 
 
The Grand Jury returns indictment 
against Kellum, Beaumonts lawyer, 
for subornation of perjury!  The 
letter sworn to by Beaumont in his 
case, was a forgery made by Kellum. 
There are other indications showing that 
Kellum and Powers committed bribery 
or tried to do so, of the jury in the Beaumont 
case!  Have asked Mr. Harlan to 
push the case to the very end. 
     Took dinner with Dr. and Mrs. Truholtz 
- Mr. McGowan of Dawson present. 
 
Am kept up nearly all night!  Kellum & Powers 
indicted for subornation of perjury & bribery in 
the case of Beaumont. 
 
“Tip” bit Reed, - and is yet alive! 
The jury in the case of U.S. v. Carolan came 
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in at 11 p.m. with verdict of murder in  
first degree! – but without death penalty. 
This is a sentence to the penitentiary for 
life, and is a heavier sentence than I 
expected – but is justified by the law and 
the facts.  It is a sure sign that the juries 
are going to assist in the prosecution of crime 
without favor or sympathy. 
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 -30th- 
“T. C. Powers” coming up river:  she has 10 
tons of U.S. mail aboard & possibly all our 
supplies.     Kellum and Powers arraigned 
for subornation or perjury and bribery – 
Bion A. Dodge admitted to the Alaska bar. 
 -31st- 
In the case of U.S. v. Kellum overruled first 
motion to postpone or continue his case 
until next year:  On second motion and 
affidavit this morning I declined to grant the 
continuance without he filed new affidavit: the 
one upon which he based his second 
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motion only says that “I believe I can 
prove”.  “I believe they will testify” so & so, 
but I said I would not grant the continuance 
without he filed a new affidavit setting up 
the facts within his knowledge positively, 
certainly and unequivocally, and 
so clearly that if he swore falsely a 
conviction for perjury could be based 
upon the statements therein, gave them 
until one oclock to do so.  In passing 
upon it I referred to the fact that Kellum 
was a lawyer and that his act, if true, 
attacked the very life of society and the courts, 
and condemned such matters severely, 
 - yet said that he was presumed to be 
innocent and was entitled to a fair 
trail and his witnesses in defense. 
I will grant the continuance upon the 
positive affidavit being filed, and his consent 
to take and use the depositions of the witnesses 
for the government now here. 

Diary 2,  1901 
august01 

 -Aug. 1st- 
Sentenced Dan. Carolan to imprisonment 
in the U.S. penitentiary McNeils Island, 
for life, for the murder of Joseph Muldowney. 
Sentenced Beaumont to 3 months in jail 
- the very longest sentence possible! 
Beaumont and witnesses for government in 
U.S. v. Kellum were examined, depositions 
written and signed.  Decided case of 
Taylor v. Berg, et. al. for plaintiff. 
General Randall and party arrived here 
on their special boat “Jeff C. Davis” yesterday 
Was invited to dinner with them this morning. 
Present, Genl Randall, Major Tucker, 
Major Tutherly, Captain Bethel and Lt. 
Tillman:  Mr. C. B. Stone and I were the 
guests, and enjoyed a bountiful dinner, 
cigars and good talk – pleasant visit. 
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 -2nd- 
Gen. Randall went down on his 
Str. "Jeff C. Davis."  Court about 
through: decided several important 

cases today - am very tired, and feel 
almost ready to go to bed. 
 -3rd- 
Str. "Powers" down river - letter 
from Chas. E. Taylor saying that Debbie 
& Howard were off safely from Dawson. 
He also tells me that Rollin Scholes 
died a week ago at Dawson after 
only a couple days sickness - Poor 
Jen - Rollin was a splendid young 
man and I regret very much to hear 
of his death.  Steamer coming up 
the river and the Perrys, and guards 
will go out with Wilson, insane & 
Carolan, convicted of murder in first degree. 
The "Tyrell" came & Mrs. Perry, Wilson 
& Carolan are gone, & a peaceful calm 
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falls on the town.   I have also 
concluded to go tonight on the "Leah", 
& leave George Jeffry here to come 
with my mail on the first boat.  I 
sent Debbie a hundred dollars by 
Ed Crouch who went as guard with 
Carolan.  Business of the court is 
all finished and I can go without 
leaving any unfinished business 
This term of court has been of great 
help to the people here and has, 
from all expressions, given much satis 
faction to them.  I am satisfied that 
much good has been accomplished 
and a severe check given to crime. 
Took passage on "Leah" for St. Micheal 
Before we left wharf many persons came to 
bid me goodbye - nearly every lawyer 
had something to sign - forgotten until 
the last minute.  French told me, while I 
was examining his accounts that his wife 
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has sued him for divorce.  He seemed 
greatly to regret her determination & 
said that he intended to go to Washington 
D.C.  (where I understand she lives) at 
once – Good birth on Str. fare $65.00. 
 -4th-  
Stuck on sandbar at 1 p.m. last night 
and we are still here at dinner time - 
Mrs. Rose Muller, whom I lectured in 
the court room in the Beaumont case a 
day or so ago, is on board with her husband 
& child - she is happy & my lecture seems 
to have had little effect.  Mrs. Garnett, 
whom I also somewhat disappointed 
in her suit is on boad - but acts nicely 
and not like so many narrow minded 
 women would.  Steamer "Monarch" 
passed going up river - loaded heavily & 
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gave us no attention - Men working 
hard - broke lifting spars and went ashore 
& cut and floated out new ones. 
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 -5th- 
After incredible labor, lifting, heaving 
and a double quantity of swearing 
we are off!!  On the bar for 32 + 
hours - just a short distance 
above Washington Creek - Mt. Washington 
Passed the Louise & 3 barges at 
Charley Creek.  Reached Circle City 
at 3 oclock - saw Edgar & Lizzie.  Mr. 
& Mrs. Claypool & children & Mr. Cowles 
Mr. Hamilton, &c.  At supper with 
Edgar & Lizzie.  Mrs. Smith & daughter 
came aboard for down river 
 -6th- 
We struck another sandbar in the 
night - 5 hours and off.  Passed the 
Light-" (John P), and the "Lightning" just 
above Ft. Yukon - one seemed on the 
bar and out of her course, the other 
tied by the woodyard and waiting for 
her.  Reached Ft. Yukon before 
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noon and remained an hour - spent 
it botanizing.  Paid my respects to 
Mountifield and Ketteler.  Flying 
down the river this afternoon - 
[sites on map:]  Porcupine River 
Indian House    graveyard 
Church Parsonage Episcopal 
N. A.T.  Store  
Indian Houses 
Old Channel of the Yukon  
Island 
New Channel Yukon 
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see august 6b 
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 -7th-  
Reached Rampart at 7 oclock 
this morning - Mrs. Garrett left us 
there.  Other passengers came on. 
Visited Balliet awhile who reports 
things quiet.  Passed the junction 
of the Tanana river - the Yukon 
is larger than either the Mississippi 
or Missouri, - the Tanana-Yukon 
equals the Mississippi-Missouri 
Met Capt. & Mrs. Wright at Ft. Gibbon 
& appointed Wm B. Rodman 
Commissioner to date from this 
day.  Will write him fully from 
St Micheal or Nome. 
[map sites:]  Tanana Riv 
east mouth     west mouth 

Yukon Riv 
Previst[?], towne[?] & Ft. Gibbon 
Junction Tanana with Yukon 
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Str. "Linda" at Ft. Gibbon unloading 
government supplies.  Ft. Gibbon 
is a thriving western town &military 
post.  Two companies of infantry 
under Capt. Wright, engaged in building 
telegraph line - which will be finished 
this fall from St. Micheal to Ft. Gibbon 
& next year to connect with outside 
line at Eagle, when it will also 
connect with Valdez line. 
 -8th-  
Passed the mouth of the Koyukuk 
river.  It falls into the Yukon 
from the north - junction is a 
great level plain, but between 
two peculiar mountains - one on 
either bank of the Koyukuk. 
They rise some 500 feet high, 
run parallel with each other and 
toward the south east:  They 
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form a striking feature in the 
surrounding flat landscape 
and may bee seen for many miles 
in each direction. 
[map captions:]  Koyukuk Riv.  
Mt.   Yukon River   Island   W N E S 
High bluffs on northwest bank of 
Yukon terminating at Nulato - 
an old Russian trading station. 
We stopped there several hours - 
telegraph line from St. Micheal 
overland to this place now in use. 
Capt. McGinley of this boat is 
here instructed by telegraph 
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to await the return of the Str. 
"Louise", whose Capt. – Dickson -  
died at Circle City last week, & 
to assume command of her.  We 
are to be transferred to another boat 
at Andreanoffsky and "Leah" 
will not go farther now.  While 
at Nulato I visited Catholic 
Mission - but Father Jette was 
not at home - Father Boss was 
however, and was kindly attentive. 
Gave me their only publication in 
Indian "Prayers & Hymns in the 
Tinneh Lanuage", 1897 - He wrote 
in it "F. Crispin Boss, Nulato 
Cath. Mission, 8 July 1901." 
Went to visit grave of Lt. Barnard 
who was killed in the Massacre in 
1851, - by the Koyukuk Indians 
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The Yukon is now a lordly 
river - greater than the 
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Mississippi, - it is said to carry 
one-third more water to the sea 
than the “Father of Waters” – In 
a century from now, I predict, 
this great valley, rich in its lands 
will contain a population of 
a million people – they will 
raise wheat, and other hardy 
grains, and there will be railroads 
mines, &c. – a live portion of 
our great country.  Two Indians 
- rather old men – came up to me while standing 
waiting for the steamer to go, and spoke to me in 
their native tongue – a young man near trans 
lated it, and {told me the} 
 said that they were old men and had 
no tobacco – wanted me to give them some - 
Having none, but charmed with their “gall” 
I gave one a silver coin – half a dollar - 
The jabbering began louder and more fierce 
than before, and in a moment or two my 
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interpreter said “No, they cant 
do that” – “What?” I replied in 
astonishment. “No” he replied “they 
cant work {for} that. way – there are two 
of them.  You must give some money 
to each.  They cant work that way.” 
In short, each of these precious beggars 
demanded a coin!  They could not afford 
to buy the tobacco and divide it, - each 
independent gentleman wanted his 
own fund.  It is needless to say that 
they got nothing more, except a laugh. 
whereat, too, they good naturedly laughed. 
Father Jette is engaged in preparing 
the grammar of the lower Tinneh tribe 
& Father Boss Rossi showed me his Mss. 
It is characteristic of the scholar 
- orderly, diffuse, systematic – 
and beautifully executed.  He is 
not hurrying its completion, but 
rather seems anxious to reach 
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thorough preparation.  I hope 
to see Father Jette at Holy 
Cross Mission and talk with 
him about the work.  I shall 
encourage him to have it publish 
=ed soon – His Mss. is copper 
plate in appearance – his gram 
=mar systematically divided &c 
with notes &c (Father Rossi) 
 -9th- 
We tied up at a wood camp early 
this morning and loaded wood for 

6 ½ hours, - enough to bring the boat 
back to wood again from Andreoffsky 
Rained all forenoon and early part 
of the afternoon – it is coast weather 
and in striking contrast with the dry 
climate of the interior.  We stopped 
at the “Holy Cross Mission for an 
hour this morning.  Visited the Fathers 
- their garden, schools, and the Indian 
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Father Jette was not at home – he 
was on the “Susie” which we passed 
some ten miles above “Holy Cross Mission 
on his way up to Nulato.  I talked 
with another Father about him and 
his language labors (the father was French 
- dark whiskers & hair), and promised 
to get the Bureau of Ethnology to send 
their “Linguistic Map” and other 
publications interesting to a person 
like these two fathers. “Holy Cross”  
Mission is the last Tinneh town 
going down the river – the next 
Indian camp is but 18 miles down 
the river – but it is Eskimo! and the 
Father (who speaks the Tinneh) tells 
me that the difference between the 
two villages is as distinct as 
between any other languages – it 
there is no connection either in 
vocabulary or grammar. 
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There are a few borrowed words 
- and but a few – and no other mark 
of relationship.  He tells me 
that the Kuskokwim is peopled 
- on its upper waters by the Tinneh 
and near the coast by Eskimo. 
I saw at “Holy Cross” the birch bark 
canoe so common among all the 
Tinneh tribes, and also the “Kiak” 
or skin canoe of the Eskimo, and 
noted the Eskimo features in more 
than one native – also the “parka” 
hood & other dress features of the Eskimo 
- but neither baskety (except the 
Tinneh birch bark basket) nor carving. 
 -10th- 
We reached Andreaffsky at 10 a.m. 
and as we must await a transfer of 
freight from the “Herman” to the “Leah” & 
vice versa – we have a days time to spare 
I will visit the Indian – Eskimo. 
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camps to study their surroundings 
to see what I can find. 
[captions:]  Andreanoffsky 
Pitkas Camp Yukon River 
 

 - 25 - 

 



Alaska State Library – Historical Collections   Diary of James Wickersham 
MS 107 Diary 2   January 1 through September 29, 1901 

Andreanoffsky is situated about a 
mile and half up that stream from the 
Yukon, and on the left or west bank. 
It consists of warehouses, storehouse, 
drop & hotel for the Companys men in winter. 
It is the winter quarters of the A.C. Co. (now 
the N.C. Co), - there are several loaded barges 
now here waiting to go up river – “Hannah” 
is laid up here also. 
     Soon after we landed at Andreanoffsky 
a Malemute (Eskimo) came alongside 
in his “Kiack” or one-holed-skin boat 
and I bought a spear thrower (the 
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Aztec atlatl) from him together with 
a spar.  He threw it for me several 
times, from his boat, and I was surprised 
at the skill and dexterity with which he 
used it. At 50 yards he could strike 
a small chip in the water, and his 
exhibition was a practical demonstra 
=tion of the value of this unique weapon. 
I can well understand, from his use 
of it, what a serious menace it must 
have proved to Cortez and his Spanish 
conquistadors, when thrown in clouds by 
the active desperate and courageous 
Aztecs.  Went down to Pitka’s village 
in the afternoon in canoe with two 
Eskimo boys.  Pitka is a half breed 
Russian from Sitka who came here, 
as he puts it, “to stay tree mont [3 months] – twenty 
thee year ago” – he is here to stay & He 
has built a small Russian (Greek) church 
at his village, where he rules with patriarch 
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=al sway over a half breed crew of Eskimo 
(- the old ones are full blood).  Bought 
10 or 12 beautiful baskets – a spear 
thrower & a large mammoth tooth.  As 
well as some small carvings in ivory - 
The difference between the culture here 
and at “Holy Cross” Mission – the last 
Tinneh camp coming down the river, 
is as marked as that between night & 
day – The Tinneh use the birch bark 
canoe, (it may be an attempt to copy the 
Kiack), make no baskets and do not 
carve – they are thriftless and wandering 
in their life, - without settled abodes. 
On the other hand the Malemutes (Eskimo) 
make the beautiful Kiack, splendid 
baskets (both the spiral roll-work 
and woven paternes) and are splendid 
carvers in ivory and wood. 
     Pitka’s son is a bright young man 
about 20 – he went to School at 

Diary 2,  1901 Unalaska for 6 years & he speaks 

august10eand11and
12a 

& reads both Russian & English, & can 
speak four Eskimo dialects as well. 
Left him in Russian bath house. 
 -11th- 
Changed from “Leah” to “Herman” & 
started on final stage to St. Micheal 
at 3 – in the afternoon – It was 
a beautiful afternoon and evening – the 
“flats” at the delta stretched away as far 
as one could see – looks like a piece 
of rich valley land – suitable for 
hay – above the overflow & now covered 
in every direction with waving fields of 
wild grass – ducks, geese & sand hills 
cranes nest there, - and yet as the current 
cuts away the bank it exposes the frozen 
soil beneath. 
 -12th- 
When we came out on deck at 7 oc 
we were nearly up to Pt. Romanoff 
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- out in Berings Sea.  It is a 
beautiful morning clear – without 
a cloud, and the sun shining – warm 
and delightful – yet just enough 
breeze from the north to make the 
- invigorating.  Will be in 
St. Micheal at noon.  We 
learn that probably the “Portland” 
will leave St. M_ today or tomorrow 
-hope it is tomorrow, so that I can 
have today in St. M_ 
Arrived in St. M_ at 1 oclock.  Mr. Stewart 
Menzies met us at the gangplank – before we 
were permitted to go ashore with the loud 
inquiry “Is Judge Wickersham aboard? 
Upon an answering {a satisfactory}  
answer he took me to one side 
and very quietly acquainted me with the fact that 
his wedding was fixed at 3 oclock – and there 
was neither minister nor officer at St. M_ to 
marry them!  He was in a cold perspiration 
at the fear that I was not aboard, - which 
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immediately upon seeing me changed 
again into a hot one.  Capt. Hibbard 
of the N.C. Co invited me to go to the N.C. 
officers quarters – I accepted and found 
Capt Jarvis of the Navy there also- 
Married Mr. Stewart Menzies and 
Miss Adeline A Hill, at the home of 
Mr & Mrs Royle, at 3 oclock.  Among 
those present besides the bride & groom 
were Mr & Mrs. Royle,  Mr & Mrs Washburn 
Miss Hill & brother (sister & brother of the bride), 
Mr. Louis Sloss, Capt Hanson, Capt 
Hibbard and others whose names I have 
not remembered.  The bridal party 
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left at 4 oclock on the Str. “Sarah” 
up the Yukon river – for Dawson & the 
outside via Skagaway.  At dinner 
at Capt Hibbards were Mr & Mrs Wash 
=burn, Capt Hibbard, Capts. Bethel, 
U.S.A. & Capt Jarvis U.S. N.  During 
the evening General Randall & Major 
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Tucker.  U.S.A.  Called and with our 
dinner party we passed a pleasant 
evening.  After all had retired except 
Capt. Jarvis and I we had a long 
and interesting talk about the 
N. W. Coast natives – the Aleuts & Eskimos. 
 -13th- 
A beautiful morning – without a 
cloud – sunshine and warmth.  I 
will take Str. “St. Paul”, tomorrow 
night for Nome, – remain over one day 
& reach Unalaska about Sunday night. 
Visited Father Camille & other Catholic fathers 
-procured book of sermons, prayers &c. in 
Innuit – only one published by them. 
Visited Indian camps for throwing sticks. 
In the morning visited the new river Str. 
“Will H. Isom” with General Randall –  
took dinner with him at his quarters 
in the evening.  Present, Genl Randall, 
Major Tucker, Capt. Richardson 
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Bethel, Wheiler, & {Major} Brigham, 
& Dr. Major Ebert.  Spent a delightful 
evening with them also. 
 -14th- 
Bought my ticket yesterday for Unalaska 
via Nome, on Str. “St Paul” which will sail 
tonight.  Also took a Russian bath in the 
old log bathhouse – built by the Russians 
when in possession of St. Micheal –fine! 
Bought two large walrus tusks – 16 lbs. – from 
N.C. Co. store, and leave them with Mr. Zip, agent, 
to have them polished and etched this winter. 
Paid $9.60 (60¢ per lb) for them – polishing & carving 
extra.  Have also bought curios – carvings &c. 
Saw the Eskimo from Nunivak Is. trading in stores 
this morning – also other natives, and am struck 
with surprise at the confidence displayed in their 
honesty by the employes of the Cos.  They go behind 
the counters, handle goods, upstairs & down, & 
no attention whatever is given them – no watch 
upon their movements or handing goods, even 
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small and valuable articles, and when I called 
the attention of the agents to these facts I was assured 
that “they are thoroughly honest, we never watch 
them.”  They went where they pleased, handled 
the goods as if they owned them, and when they 
found what they wanted:  brought it to the agent 
or clerk, and if the piece suited the trade was 

concluded.  The agents say that they are 
honest – until from long residence around 
the town among the whites – some, a very few 
become dishonest by acquaintance with 
theft among the whites!  Left St. M. for 
Nome on Str. “St. Paul” at 10 p.m. 
 -15th- 
Str. St Paul is a day behind time- 
spent today around St. Micheal visiting 
Indians, stores &c.  Str. for St M_ 
 -16th- 
Had a delightful trip over from {St. M. to} 
Nome and reached here this morning 
at 9 oclock – Bright sunny 
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morning, water smooth & only a slight 
swell.  We anchored half a mile off 
shore and went off in surf boats to 
beach.  Saw many Tacoma friends 
- Judge Noyes left here last 
Monday {Aug. 14. 12.} for Washington and the 
outside – San Francisco.  There 
is an intense, bitter and widespread 
feeling here against him.  The bar 
held a meeting last night and sent 
out strong petition to President 
asking for his removal.  It is signed 
by the strongest and best members like 
Judge Johnson – who impresses me 
as a man of high character.  It is to be 
telegraphed to the President from S. F. 
- about 50 members of the bar signed it. 
Judge Noyes left without making 
any arrangement for court here – 
he cannot, probably, get back 
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before July 1 of next year – and 
the papers and people are abusing 
him outrageously for leaving the great 
interests in the district without settlement 
so long.  I have talked with both 
the friends and enemies of Judge Noyes 
today – from all I hear I conclude 
that he is an honest but a careless 
and rather weak man – one easily 
led by designing people who assume 
the tone and character of friends for 
sinister purposes.  He has been 
imposed upon – and has weakly 
yielded to the plots and designs of 
persons who have not even defended 
him after imposing upon his weakness 
and credulity.  I am not at all favorably 
impressed with his appointees either. 
The situation here is bad – last 
night – 75 armed men went upon a 
valuable claim, ousted the possessor 
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possession – claims are now being 
worked out by the strong party in open 
violation of injunctions of the court – 
- the courts orders are treated with open 
contempt and disdain.  A reign of 
anarchy exists – so far as it can exist – 
in an American camp.  Called on 
Mrs Noyes – who is yet here but who will 
soon go outside – and paid my respects 
She is a good woman and feels badly 
hurt over the attacks upon the judge. 
Tacoma people with whom I visited 
today:  P. C. Sullivan, Sam Milligan 
Sternberg – Perl – Joe. Easterday, 
and many others, and also many friends 
from Seattle and Olympia.  Was informed 
by Marshal Richards and Clerk Steel 
that it would be impossible to get enough 
jurors at Unalaska – and as it is 
known that there are one or two 
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murder cases there for investigation 
& after due consideration of all the 
conditions I have ordered the drawing 
of a grand and trial jury here and 
will take them on the St Paul with 
me to Unalaska.  The Marshal has 
consequently summoned 16 grand 
jurors and 18 – trial jurors all of 
whom are now on board the St Paul 
bound for that place with me – also 
Dept. Clerk Read, and Marshal Richards 
 -17th- 

On St. Paul off St. Lawrence Island – not 
sea sick – ate a hearty breakfast & feel fine. 
Sullivan and some other lawyers are going 
out to Unalaska to try a civil case also. 
 -18th- 
Sunday morning – 75 miles NE {of St Paul} or 
midway between St Paul Seal Islands & 
Nunivak Is., - Have not been sea sick 
and am enjoying the trip – am surprised 
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that I am not sea sick – but it is owing 
probably to the smooth sea, and the steadiness 
of the steamer .  Have been carefully exam 
=ining the only civil case which Judge Noyes 
sent down to Unalaska for me to try.  He 
seems to have once been a stockholder 
and Treasurer in the company plaintiff. 
There are two atrocious murder cases to be 
investigated also.  Will reach Unalaska 
tonight & open court tomorrow. 
 -19th- 
When I awoke this morning the first 
sound I heard was the bellow of a cow 
and the crow of a rooster – we were at 
the dock at Unalaska.  Coming upon 

deck I was delighted with the wilderness 
and picturesqueness of the scenery in the 
harbor.  High, round, grass covered mountain 
islands; bays and bright waters; a clean 
bright town along the waters edge, with 
schools, churches, stores, docks, and 
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several small vessels at anchor 
the sun light struggling through the clouds 
and a general wet mist such as we have 
on Puget Sound, gave me the feeling of being 
in a familiar climate – near home – 
I am much pleased with Unalaska, it 
is an attractive spot, historic and interesting 
Everything is in good shape for court, we 
have for court room a large room over 
the A.C.Co. bathhouse and laundry – 
but one well adapted to the purpose. 
    Court met at 11 oclock – present 
James Wickersham Judge, John T. Reed, 
Dept. Clerk, Frank Richards, U.S. Marshal 
Mr. N_ Griggs, Dept. U.S. Marshal, and J. L. McGinn 
Dept. Dist. Atty.  Grand Jury empanelled & sworn & 
charged:  2 persons charged with murder 
brought before them:  {One is accused} 
Two are charged with 
killing two three miners  
{Con & Florence Sullivan & J. J. Rooney} 
on Unimak Island: 
the other is an Indian (Aleut) charged with 
killing his wife.  Owing to the fact that 
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the Dist. Atty. is not yet familiar with 
the evidence in these cases it will take the 
Grand Jury some time to get to work. 
     Before the “St. Paul” left here Mr. Wash 
=burn, Genl. Manager A. C. Co. informed me that 
when he reached S. Francisco his people would 
immediately urge Atty. Genl. to transfer me 
to Nome.  I am very doubtful about this 
matter – while I think I can manage 
the Nome litigation satisfactorily and 
probably make a good reputation – 
yet things there are in a wolfish state & 
the climate is the worst in America. 
Appointed C. D. Folger, of Nome, formerly 
of Tacoma, foreman of Grand Jury. 
 20th- 
Grand Jury at work but nothing else 
ready.  Hardy, the man accused of the 
murder of Con. and Florence Sullivan 
and P. J. Rooney is accused of horrible 
crimes besides these.  He shot all three 
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of these men on Unimak Island & their 
watches, money &c. were found on his 
person.  McGinn is working hard 
as Dist. Atty – doing well. 
     I visited Dutch Harbor – met Capt. 
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Nice and other people.  Views here 
& at Unalaska finest I ever saw. 
The revenue cutter “Manning” came 
into port yesterday and brought 3 cast 
away Japanese sailors.  The left 
their sealing schooner near Copper 
Island to hunt, drifted away in the 
fog & landed several days after 
on St Paul Island.  Will send them 
down to Japanese Consul at Tacoma 
on Santa Ana. 
 -21st- 
Another quiet day – grand jury working 
on case against Hardy for Unimak 
Is. murders.  Nothing for trial jury 
to do until trial of these cases. 
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Large vessel coming into Dutch Harbor 
now (5:30 p.m.) supposed to be the “Conem 
=augh” which was unloading coal at 
St. Micheal when I was there.  We are 
looking for “Santa Ana” every hour – she 
is due.  George Jeffery and my mail 
may come on her.  Bought some baskets, 
and Russian cups & saucers for presents. 
 -22- 
When I awake in the morning I hear 
chickens crowing, pigeons cooing, cows 
and calves bellowing, pigs grunting & 
all the sounds of the farm – a pitched 
battle took place yesterday morning 
before I was up between two bulls – I 
thought I was back on East Fork or Bentons 
Branch.  Unalaska is a beautiful place. 
Climbed the high peak back of Unalaska 
today, - abut 3,000 ft.  Mountain 
marmots abound from water level up for 
1000 feet – none above that line.  Saw 
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tracks of foxes.  Saw the raven flying from 
high to lower levels, - every time he uttered 
his call – “tlock-lock”, he turned over 
on his back for a second – thus “�Џ�” 
with his feet uppermost.  I was surprised 
to see him – several of them – do this 
repeatedly on lowering themselves valley 
=ward.  The “Challenge”  a small 
schooner is in port from “At{h}ka Island. 
There are no settlements, even of natives 
between Unalaska island and “Athka 
island” and only Athka and Attou 
have to the west have inhabitants. 
The schooner “Challenge” is owned by Capt. 
Dirks, while her commander is Capt. 
Peterson.  They are both old Alaska 
Commercial Co men, and came into 
this region with the Western Union Tel Co. 
in 1867 or thereabout to build the line 

via Yukon river and Berings straits 
to Europe.  Years ago they returned 
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from active service,  married native women 
on Athka island, and are now lords 
of Athka and Attou.  The crew of the 
Challenge consists of the half breed sons 
of the two old sea dogs, and a daughter 
attends as cook.  Their cargo was {consisted} 
of furs, fish and baskets, they take back 
their supplies for the winter.  No other white 
men except these two live to the westward 
of Unalaska. 
Grand jury returned three indictments 
against Fred. Hardy, one each for the 
murder of Con. Sullivan, Florence Sullivan 
and P. J. Rooney.  They were murdered 
on June 7th 1901, on Unimak island. 
They and a man by the name of Jackson 
were there prospecting.  Leaving their 
camp, the murderer approached, secured 
their guns, and upon their return shot 
killed and robbed them.  Jackson escaped 
after incredible hardship, and finally reached 
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Unalaska & reported to the authorities. 
The Revenue Cutter “Manning” went to 
Unimak island with Jackson & officers 
found and buried the three dead men 
(whose bones had been cleaned by foxes),  & 
found and arrested Hardy, who had 
the money and watches of the dead 
men on his person.  It was most an 
outrageous and cold blooded murder & 
the perpetrator ought to suffer death. 
 -23rd- 
Grand jury now examining into Indian 
murder on south side of Unalaska island. 
The case of U.S. v. Hardy cannot be 
tried until the “Manning” can go to Unimak 
Island for witnesses, and certain guns 
hidden there by Hardy.  This will make 
us very slow, apparently, in this term 
but I have determined that nothing shall 
be left undone to bring to punishment the 
man who killed the three miners on Unimak. 

Diary 2,  1901 
august23band24a 

Dance tonight in the court room. 
I am engaged now in preparing instructions 
to the jury in cases against Hardy & 
the Indian murderer.  The British 
cutter {vessel} “Condor” is in port. 
 -24th- 
This is my birthday – I am 44 yrs. old. 
There was quite an interesting dance last 
night at the Court room hall:  Two 
white ladies, and the rest Russian or 
mixed Russian and Aleut.  Some of 
them good looking and quite graceful. 
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The Str. “Santa Ana” came in from Nome last 
night – Jeffrey, stenographer did not 
come.  Since we left a massmeeting of 
2000 people held and forwarded a 
petition  (by Santa Ana) asking for Judge 
Noyes removal..  (On account of his 
indecision & signing contrary orders he 
is called by one of the papers – Judge No-yes 
- No – yes – pretty good! 
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Court today as usual.  Indian Gregorie 
Yetshmanoff {indicted and} arraigned:  appointed Mr. 
Howard, his attorney.  Grand jury at work. 
Visited officers of revenue cutter “Manning” 
Capt Buhner,  Lt. Landry,  Lt. Edmunds, &c. 
Spent evening at Mr. J. R. Whipples – present 
Mr & Mrs J. R. W - Marshal Richards & Mr Gray. 
We played “solo” and another new game. 
 -25th 26th- 
Sunday.  Attended the Greek (Russian) 
Church this morning.  The service was 
very interesting, chanting and singing. 
Two good clear voices in the choir.  The 
church is a fair edifice with all the 
trappings, bells,  paintings and bric-a-brac 
of the type so dear to the impressionable people. 
Schooner “Challenge” left port for Atka 
Island, while the “Kodiak” from Bristol 
Bay & the Kuskokwim river entered. 
A rainy, bad day. 
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 -26th- 
Court today.  Hearing Mozollon Ex. Co. v. Richards 
Howard for plft. & Sullivan for defendant. 
My neck is hurting me badly & nearly disabling 
me from work.  I am wearing porous plaster & 
will try hot water bottle tonight.  Grand jury 
trying to indict Comr. Whipple while McGinn is 
absent.  This is most wonderful climate 
I know of – it does not get warmer than 10° above – 
a range of only 55°!  There are patches 
of snow all summer lying not a thousand 
feet above sea level.  The Indians in the 
case of the Indian murderer are about to fail 
as witnesses for fear that if he is found guilty 
he will be hung.  They would be willing to 
tell the truth if he was only to go to the penitentiary 
but if he is to hang they will be dumb.  The 
Marshal has engaged Miss Mary Wagner, 
a thorough Aleut scholar to act as interpreter 
in the case – no one else competent. 
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 -27- 
Trial Mongollon Ex. Co. v Richards. 
“Manning” not in yet. 
 -28th- 
Decided case of Mongollon Ex. Co. vs. 
Richards, against Sullivan  & for the 
plaintiff.  It has been hanging at Nome 

for a long time – argued – but not decided. 
Another dance at the courtroom tonight. 
Ball was a great success – Unalaska 
belles happy – and the younger and dashing 
Nome members of my juries are likewise. 
 -29th- 
Nothing from the “Manning” yet.  She 
ought to have been in not later than yesterday 
but for two days a storm from N.W. has been 
blowing, & as he has to land on north coast 
of Unimak – on the open, - it is evident 
that they are unable to finish the work for that 
reason – it would be dangerous.  We can 
do nothing until she gets in, - all ready there 
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I am at work industriously on my instructions 
to the jury in the Hardy & Indian murder cases, 
- the nonappearance of the “Manning” leaves 
me time to do the work which I otherwise 
could not do – without great haste, &c. 
 -30- 
The British cutter “Condor” came in to Dutch Harbor 
last night & reports heavy storm from north for 3 
days past – the “Manning” could not be near shore 
on north side of Unimak – but would have to put to 
sea – Wrote long letter to Debbie, - mail will 
go out on “Condor” Sunday morning. 
 -31st- 
Sent out my voucher for Aug. $421.20  No sign 
of the “Manning” yet.  Nothing at court today. 
Spent the evening at Mr & Mrs Parrish’s.  Present 
Mr. Gray, Marshal Richard, Dep. Ck Reed, Mr & Mrs P_ 
Miss Parrish and Miss Wagner, & I.  Played whist. 
The “Manning” coming into port at 9 oc 
[p?] m.– Learn later that their trip was finally 
successful – but no particulars. 
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 Sept. 1st Sunday 
The coming of the Manning last night 
with Dist. Atty. and witnesses makes it possible 
to go ahead with Hardy case tomorrow. 
I left Unalaska this morning at 10 oclock & 
climbed the mountain on the east side of the harbor 
(about 2000 ft height) found that on Aug 24, two men 
had preceded me and left a staff upon which they 
had written “We, J. A. Ellis and William Sowerby [?] 
have agreed to call this peak Wickersham Peak – 
[?] govern yourself according – Aug 24, 1901.” 
Saw two red foxes on top – one sat and barked at 
me until I was within 100 yards – when he ran. 
Went inland and S. E. and climbed high peaks 
between Unalaska and Biorka harbor – spent 
the afternoon gazing out across the blue Pacific 
 [fro]m the highest points – 2500 ft.  Read an interesting 
[nov]el “The Master of the Mine” by Buchanan.  Saw 
[an]other red fox and got within 50 ft. – above him 
[?] a ledge.  He lay curled up in the sunshine 
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came around nearer to examine the queer 
specimen, but as soon as he gained the quart[er] 
whence the wind carried the scent – pish! and he 
[f]lew like an arrow of light.  Beautiful meadow 
filled with flowers – great variety even for spring 
but surpassing in Sept.  Waterfalls, flowers, balmy 
breezes from Japan current, moisture, and an 
absence of frost, make these high round volcanic 
 [i]slands interesting.  “Wickersham” is a volcani[c] 
[?] this island – about 5000 ft high.  Reached 
[ho]me at 5 oclock after a splendid day on the 
[su]mmits, & in the interior of Unalaska. 
 Sept. 2nd 
[?]st for continuance in the Hardy case. 
[impo]ssible to begin trial – will begin it in the 
[?]ing if application for continuance denied 
U.S.S. Seward is just in from Seattle 
[?] mail.  I am in receipt of a letter f[rom?] 
[Atty Gen?]eral to go back to Nome [& ? ] 
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am disappointed, for I had made up my 
mind that I was going home for a brief visi[t] 
[an]d the disappointment is keen.  If Judge 
[N]oyes is detained by the C.C.A. and does 
[n]ot get away from San Francisco earlier 
[th]an the 15th of Oct, I will probably be 
[c]onfined in Nome for the winter.  My visit 
[h]ome is gone – hard work – thankless task, 
[to?]o, at Home.  Hope the wolf wont rend 
[m]y bones asunder as he has poor Judge Noyes. 
Capt. Downing, of “Seward” just in – he says the 
[p]apers roasting Judge Noyes.  Sent Grand jury ou[t on?] 
[? “Seward – Received the report & discharged 
[the]m tonight at 10 oclock.  Expense of Grand Jury 
[?] is $3352.00 of court will be $15,000, or more 
 Sept. 3rd 
[Beg?]an Trial of U.S v. Hardy.  Jury empanel[ed.] 
[Tes]timony of 3 witnesses including Ow[?] 
[?]kson, main witness for prosecution to[morrow?] 
[?] from 9 in morning until 9.30 toni[ght?] 
[?]30 
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 Sept. 4th 1901. 
Trial of U.S v. Hardy – all day from 
9:30 in the morning until 9:30 at night. 
 -5th- 
The Str. “Roanoke” came in this morning – 
and will remain until tomorrow evening. 
Trial of U.S v. Hardy all day long until 
9:30 at night.   Prosecution rested. 
 -6th- 
Very plain earthquake shock at noon. 
Instructions ready for jury in U.S. v. Hardy – 
U.S. v. Hardy all day until 10 oclock 
tonight.  Will finish tomorrow – Met 
Capt. Weaver of Str. “Roanoke” today – 
 -7th- 
After a long, hard trial, from Tuesday 

morning until 9 oclock tonight the 
case of U.S. v. Hardy was finished by 
a verdict of guilty of murder in the first 
degree – without the case is reversed he 
will be hung.  The crime was committed 
on June 7th on the north shore of the 
[inverted, in pencil:] Charley River 
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Unimak Island – at Cape Lapin. 
4 prospectors – left one load of their 
goods, including rifle, shotgun, revolvers 
& all their ammunition and returned for the 
second load.  Hardy got into camp, got 
their arms and when they landed with the 
next load shot Con. Sullivan & his brother 
Florance and P. J. Rooney – and came within 
an inch of wounding Owen Jackson, who 
after the most terrible hardships finally 
escaped, and reported the murder – after 
wandering nearly crazy for 20 days – 
It was an atrocious, coldblooded and 
horrible murder – there is one circumstance 
however, in my mind, that I want investigated 
and then I am beyond doubt in favor of 
hanging the murderer Hardy, who 
was found with all their property, money, 
watches, &c &c. in his possession. 
P. C. Sullivan, of Tacoma & John W. Corson, 
of Seattle defended him – ably. 
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Sullivan and Corson were very flattering 
in their commendation of my instructions to the 
jury – Sullivans commendation is particularly 
gratifying to me – Both from Tacoma – longtime 
warm personal friends – it was a real satisfaction  
to have him say “I am proud of you.”  On a 
matter of so much importance – where a human 
life is at stake, to have as good a lawyer as 
he is speak so strongly is very gratifying – and 
especially to a young judge – who now “goes 
up against” the situation at Nome. 
 -8th- 
Visited the Hotel Rutley at Dutch Harbor 
this evening and took dinner with Mrs. 
Rutley and her daughters.  They are very 
pleasant people – from San Francisco. 
Capt. Nice of the North American Commercial 
Co. – lessees of the Fur seal islands – is in 
charge of that Co. at Dutch Harbor.  A 
stove, hotel, dock, saloon, hospital 
and few warehouses & coal pile is Dutch Harbor 
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 -9th- 
Trial of U.S. v. Yatshmenoff, murder of his 
wife, begun & tried all day.  Str. “Senator” 
came in this evening & will wait until tomorrow 
evening for us. – We will finish court & go to 
Nome on her. – court and jury.  In the evening 
at the Greek Church attended wedding of Ida 
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Newman, a Unalaska belle – creole – to Ralph 
 , a young assistant Inspector U.S. 
Customs Dept.  I was asked to assist by 
leading the bride to the altar – but pleaded want of 
apparel – but as the bride will become a mother 
in about 4 months (and her silk dressing{wedding} 
dress displayed expansive rotundity) I very 
firmly but politely insisted upon my excuse – and 
was excused.  Attended the festivities at the 
wedding feast and the house of Mr. N. Gray, 
agent, A. C. Co. – who is a veritable patriarch 
among these people (lacking only the age – for he is 
but 40), - for he attends them at births, marriages & deaths, 
and transacts all their business through life. 
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 -10th- 
Aboard the Str “Senator” in Dutch Har 
-bor.  Finished the trial of the Indian – Yatsh= 
=menoff, jury found him guilty of 
manslaughter.  Sentenced Hardy 
at 2 oclock to be hanged at Nome 
on Dec. 6th.  He chewed gum and 
was the least moved person present. 
Also sentenced Yatshminoff to 20 
years at McNeils Island Penitentiary 
Washington.  Court adjourned to meet 
in Nome next 16th of this month 
Met Mr. Joshua Pierce on “Senator” 
also Mrs. Judge T. M. Reed of Olympia 
I have a beautiful stateroom – No. “4.” 
 11th- 
Came on board “Senator” last night – this 
morning at 4 oclock we left Dutch 
Harbor in a terrible storm – waves high 
& sea very rough 
8 oclock -  sea sick 
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Noon – Sicker 
Evening – Sickest. 
Midnight – Dying – 
 -12th- 
Morning – Still dying – 
Noon – Trouble with waiter. 
Said something about a farmer going 
to sea – and laughed – threw shoe at 
him, - broke glass - $2.00 cheap – 
Still trying to die. 
     Night – still have hopes of dyeing. 
 -13th- 
Still alive but very sick – 
Noon – Damn Noah – or Jonah 
or Columbus – or whoever it was 
who invented sea voyages.  Over 
-heard conversation {day before} yesterday in next room 
between Sullivan (P.C) and John W. Corson 
Seattle Attys.  The night we left Dutch Harbor 
they had a “good jag” on – were drunk in 
plain English – When remorse & 
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seasickness combined on them 
next day – between spells of eruptions 
and stomach retchings – both using the 
same bucket – Corson said – looking 
across at Sullivan with tears in his 
eyes – “By God, Charlie, if I get out 
of this alive I’ll swear off drinking” – 
As soon as he could speak, Sullivan 
replied – “No, John, we wont swear off 
drinking – we’ll just swear off going 
to sea!  Whoop” – and together they 
who-o-o-ped, into the same old bucket – 
   Noon – Nobody dead yet – 
   Night – Sea calm, and see no immediate 
necessity for dying.  Will be in Nome in the 
morning – May conclude to live again. 
 -14th- 
When I awoke this morning we were anchored 
in front of Nome – the sea as smooth as glass 
and that city on the golden sands stretching 
away on either side of us.  After inspection 
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by the Health Officer we went ashore, and I 
was never happier to set foot on land – I 
am still sea sick tonight. 
 
I have been very kindly received by the people here 
and if I am not mistaken I have an opportunity 
to make a high and honorable record for myself 
as judge – if I am permitted to clean up the 
very bad condition which exists here. 
I adjourned the Unalaska term to meet here on 
Monday.  I will go at once to hearing cases 
without jury.  My decision in the Mongollon Case 
at Unalaska, and the speedy dispatch of the bus 
-iness of that court has produced a good impress 
=ion, and I feel sure that I start with a good 
feeling toward me.  Whether Judge Noyes is 
to blame or not for the unfortunate condition 
here, the fact exists that the Nome court tangle 
has been used even in National politics to show 
the troubles likely to result to the country from 
the McKinley policy of expansion – it ha[s] 
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annoyed and distressed the National admin 
-istration – and I have a chance to correct 
the evil – if I am of such weight and char 
=acter as to manage the immense and wide 
spread questions and interests involved. 
I feel absolutely equal to the emergency 
and intend to take hold with an iron 
hand – encased in silk.  My greatest 
task so far in life, begins Monday Morning 
and I feel no fear.  Saw the largest nugget 
today yet found in this region – in possession of 
Lindeberg – from “Discovery” on Anvil & work 
$1552.00 
 Sept. 15th (Sunday). 
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Wrote letters today – public & private, 
as mail goes out on “Roanoke” tonight. 
Took dinner with General Randall {U.S.A.} on 
U.S.S. “Seward” this evening: present Genl. 
Randall, Capt. W. A. Bethel, U.S.A.  W. A. Sternberg 
Capt. Wm M. Pinkston, Capt. Omar J. Humphrey 
& self:  occupied the right hand seat & had 
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a fine meal. – Tacoma goose & Yakima 
watermelons with the rest. 
 -16th- 
Court met in Nome courthouse at 10 a.m. 
Large assemblage of lawyers & other persons 
present.  After looking 
over the docket and studying 
the conditions here I am 
satisfied that there is no serious trouble ahead of me 
in the management of their litigation.  The conditions 
are all new – there is no long line of local precedents 
to follow – I will be able to able to blaze out the trails myself, 
and with new conditions, new country, a population 
gathered from the ends of the earth, and a bar from 
every state and territory, and a new code without 
any binding decisions under it.  I am at considerable 
liberty in my movements.  It will only be necessary 
to be careful.  Keep within the limits of the statute and 
the rules of equity – and work like a slave.  The 
pressure of the bar for immediate work is not 
what I expected – I will have to push them along 
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[newspaper clipping:] 
“    At the opening of court, before 
proceeding to other business, Judge 
Wickersham addressed the members 
of the bar as follows: 
     “GENTLEMEN OF THE BAR: - Pur- 
suant to the directions of the Attor- 
ney General the Unalaska term of 
court was adjourned to meet at 
Nome at this hour.  A special term 
has been called for the 7th of Octo- 
ber at which there will be a jury. 
Before proceeding to the business of 
the court I wish to make a request; 
I wish to call the attention of the 
members of the bar to a personal 
matter.    I respectfully request that 
no member of this bar at any time in 
private conversation with me refer 
in any way to the difficulties hereto- 
fore arising publicly between the 
court and some members of the bar. 
These matters are being investigated 
by the proper tribunal, and I do not 
want to hear them discussed in any 
way except as they may become im- 
portant in the record in the trial of 
some matter in this court.  I will 

consider it an imposition upon my 
good nature if any member of the 
bar shall undertake to discuss the 
difficulties mentioned with me at any 
time, and will thank you to remem- 
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[newspaper clipping:] 
“ber this while I am here. 
     The court is required to hold its 
sessions in public, and I respectfully 
request that no member of the bar 
shall in my private office or any other 
place except in the court room or in 
the presence of the opposing counsel 
speak to me at any time upon any 
matter connected with the litigation 
in this court.  It will be my endeavor 
to be in court publicly every day and  
give counsel every opportunity for a 
full hearing of any cause pending be- 
fore the court, and the court earnest- 
ly requests that no member of the bar 
will presume upon his good nature 
by trying to engage him in private 
conversation in relation to any matter 
pending before the court. 
    “The clerk is endeavoring to pre- 
pare a calendar showing the condi- 
tion and character of every case 
pending before the court, and each 
member of the bar is requested to 
prepare a list of all the cases in 
which he is interested, and opposite 
each case whether it is to be tried by 
the court or a jury, and whether it is 
at issue, and hand the list to the 
Clerk  of the Court as early as possi- 
ble.  If attorneys will do this it will 
be of very great assistance to the 
clerk and to the court in the prepar- 
ation of the calendar and will tend 
to expedite the business of the cour 
t very materially.” 
     Court was thereupon regularly 
convened and proceeded to the 
hearing of several applications for 
warrants for contempt against par- 
ties who have been accused of voi- 
lating injunctions heretofore issued 
by Judge Noyes.  After hearing the 
attorneys in these cases court took  
a recess until 2 o’clock P.M.” 
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 -18th- 
Str “Queen” came into port this afternoon & 
we are greatly shocked at the attempt to assasin 
=ate President McKinley.  We received the 
papers of two days – the day he was shot & the 
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day after – we will not know the result but 
must continue in painful suspense until the 
next mail comes in.  Expressions of sympathy 
are heard everywhere, and the act meets with 
universal horror and execration.  A public 
meeting will be held at Congregational Church 
on Sunday night. – I am asked to respond 
to resolutions condemning the horrible act 
& will do so. 
 -19th- 
Pushing court matters hard, - meet with 
earnest support and sympathy from the business 
people who seem to be anxious to clean up 
the bad mess that the court is in.  I am 
deciding everything promptly – at least. 
Will remain at “Golden Gate” Hotel. 
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 -20th- 
Court all day – call for jury drawing tomorrow. 
“Santa Anna” Str. in port today – nothing new. 
Tacoma people today on Steet:  Joshua Pierce, 
Wm Hayden, Sullivan, Jos. Easterday, Sam 
Milligan, and others.  Rob. Walker is up the 
coast prospecting. 
 -21- 
Drew Grand & Petit Jury today.  Mr. M. Perl 
late of Tacoma, acted as Commissioner.  Trying 
cases al day – repairing & painting court 
room. -22- 
Spoke with others at a meeting at Congregation 
=al Church in mass meeting over attempt to 
assassinate President McKinley 
 -24th- 
Called Grand Jury yesterday but only today 
was I able to get jury empanelled & to work. 
Trial jury tomorrow.  Boat in today with papers 
of 11th which state that Pres. McKinly is 
better – hopes are that he will now recover. 
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The “Golden Gate Hotel” may fairly be called a 
telephone building – you can hear a man kiss 
his wife in the fourth room down the hall from yours 
A young – newly married couple occupy the room 
next to me, -they occupy a rappy {squeaky} spring bed 
just through a thin partition – and they make 
me nervous!  Stormy for last two days & 
all vessels had to leave the front of Nome,- they 
cut & run behind Sledge Island – they came 
back today & are trying to get their passengers 
aboard tonight.  No wharf, and they have to go 
out half a mile to the steamer on a scow or 
in small boats – its pretty dangerous. 
 -25th- 
Took dinner with Dr. Call tonight – Capt. Jarvis 
& US. Marshal Frank Richards also present. 
I am very fond of Capt. Jarvis; he is a loveable, 
honest and competent man – I think those three 
words cover about all that is necessary in a 

man, - and he is the typical citizen – that he is 
modest goes without saying – having the other virtu[es] 
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 -26th- 
In calling trial jury I relied upon statements 
of attorneys that a few civil cases would be ready 
for trial – but not one is ready – all put them off 
until Oct. 7th term begins.  Today I made an 
order peremptorily setting all cases at issue 
for trial beginning Oct. 7th & have prepared a 
“Trial Calendar” with about 200 cases thereon & 
gave notice that all such cases must be ready for 
trial & tried when called – or dismissed! 
I am satisfied that many of the greatest “howlers” 
at Judge Noyes have the least business and the 
smallest interest in trying what they have.  I am 
very favorably impressed with some members of the 
bar – Judge Johnson is a handsome, courtly man 
- a gentleman & a fine lawyer.  Judge Brinker as[?] 
Sullivan is a good lawyer:  Of the younger men 
A. J. Daly – Judge Johnsons partner is a good lawyer 
Steele, Frank A. – Ira D. Orton, E. R. Beeman & others 
are very clever young men – Ex. Congressman Thos. J. 
Geary, of S. F. is not a favorite with me, - he lacks 
good manly character. 
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 -28th- 
Heavy storm raging for two days past, but 
quieting tonight.  Large steamer in the 
front of Nome – flags at half mast.  Word 
also received from Kaltag, by telegraph 
that President McKinley died on 17th. 
General expressions of sorrow from all 
classes of citizens. 
    Profs. Mendanhall, Schrader & 
Peters, U.S. Geological survey came 
in yesterday from the Arctic coast.  Mend= 
=enhall, from jaundice, is as yellow as a 
pumpkin.  His bald head looks like the full 
moon – Two men in landing from schooner 
drowned in front of town on beach.  Steamer 
off town is Portland.  Papers confirm McKinly’s 
death on 14th  There is a general feeling of grief 
 -29th- 
Strs. “Kimball” & “St. Paul” also in port.  Worked a 
day on suit to enjoin special election in Nome 
preparing opinion (see Book “2” continu[?] 
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 Sept. 30th 1901. 
Rendered opinion in Nome election  
case this morning at 9 oclock.  Granted 
injunction against election.  The Str 
“Manuense” came in from St Micheal 
today – Bevington, Torrance & McConnell 
from Eagle City came in.  Torrance is 
going on outside – asked me to send 
him an option on mining claims at 
mouth of Wolf Creek – and suggested 
that the amount be $5000 each in bond. 
Capt. Hibbard of N.C.Co. at St Micheal 
is in town, and an invited to take dinner 
with him and others at Pioneer Mining Co. 
this afternoon – Sentenced Morton to 
U.S. penitentiary for 18 mo. for burglary. 
Received invitation from committee to 
deliver eulogy on President McKinley 
at public mass meeting tomorrow after 
noon.  Will do so.  Entertained Mrs. 
Noyes, Mrs. Frost and Mr. Sternberg at an 
informal dinner at Golden Gate Hotel 
few evenings ago. 
 -Octo. 1st- 
Dinner last night at quarters of the 
Pioneer Mining Co. was very pleasant. 
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Present Capt. Hibbard, Mr. & Mrs. 
Sam Milligan.  Mr. Orton, attorney, 
Mr. Chilberg, financial manager of 
P. M. Co.  Mr. Sodenberg, owner of the 
“Hot Air” mine, and two other young men 
connected with the Co.  We had a fine 
dinner, - the centerpeice – the peice de res 
istance, was a great china platter in the 
center of the table filled with the last cleanup 
of the “Hot Air” mine, with the great nugget 
recently found on “Discovery” claim, Anvil 
Creek, in the center - $3800. in virgin gold. 
Each guest was given a choice of nuggets 
excluding the giant worth $1752.00 
[sideways in margin:] 
Decided Nome Election Case. Granted injunction. 
 Octo. 2nd 
Took dinner with Mr & Mrs Judge T. M. Reed, 
at their home.  A delightful home dinner 
of A1 good cooking, and good cheer. 
Delivered the Eulogy today on McKinly 
at Congregational Church.  It was a 
splendid audience of patriotic citizens, 
and a beautiful and touching memorial 
service.  I made my eulogy short – but 
earnests.  Father Jacquet and I were the 
only speakers, but there were other exercises 

of prayer, songs, &c.  Stevens presided. 
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 -Octo. 3.rd- 
Trial of U.S. v. Conant – from 9 oclock 
in the morning until 11 oclock at night 
-verdict of guilty – and a just one. 
Entertained Capt. Cushing of Rev. Cutter 
“Thetis” Capt. Jarvis, of Rev. service and 
Capt. Hibbard, port captain N. C. Co. at St 
Micheal, at dinner at Golden Gate Hotel. 
Later attended a crushed – but pleasant 
reception of Catholic parsonage or home 
of Father Jacquet – a housewarming as 
he is just completing and moving into  
his new house near courthouse at the  
head of Steadman Ave.  I was handsomely 
entertained, as I am everywhere I go in Nome. 
 -4th- 
Nothing from home yet, except that R. J. 
Davis, our Tacoma friend is here:  He says 
he saw Mrs. W_ on Sept. 8th at Tacoma & 
that she was then expecting me & Darrell 
both home soon, but he afterwards heard 
that Darrell did not get there either.  Mrs 
W_ and Howard are boarding at Mrs John 
Murrays.  Davis took dinner with 
me at “Golden Gate”.  He goes back home 
soon.  Hard at work in court. 
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 -Octo. 5th- 
Sentence Conant and Campbell 
this morning.  Will give Conant light 
sentence, for it is his first offence, so far 
as the evidence shows:  it was simply a 
failure to stand up like a man – he yielded 
to whiskey & spent his employers money. 
he has a wife and child – but the other 
fellow is a hardened pickpocket – a 
thief – and I regret that I can only 
give him 2 ½ years in the penitentiary 
- for he deserves ten. 
     Civil cases are crowding hard 
these days and I work in the office 
and court room from 9 a.m. to 10 and 
11 p.m.  The only way to clean up the 
business of this country is to “push hard” 
and I intend to clean it up before spring. 
     Sentenced Conant to 3 years at McNeils Is. 
             “    Campbell to 2 ½  “   “       “      “ 
 -Octo 6th- 
Str. “St Paul” is in and will sail this afternoon 
for Seattle.  Mrs. Noyes goes out on her, and 
I have rented her furniture, beds, bedding &c 
for the winter at $25.00 per month and paid 
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her $50, being rent for October and 
November.  Mrs Frost also goes out. 
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When the grand jury met they began to investigate 
the attack of “Whitecaps” who went about 60 
strong on to a mining claim on Glacier Creek 
in August, after I had gone to Unalaska, & 
forcibly ejected certain “jumpers” from {a} claim 
Someone notified Lindbloom “of the Pioneer 
Co. who immediately left the country.  It is 
now whispered that a large sum of money 
has been set apart to “square” McGinn 
the deputy U.S. Pros. Atty, who is in charge 
during Woods absence.  It has been given 
to a man very close to McGinn, and the in 
=formation comes to me this day from Mar 
=shal Richards that he is investigating 
the matter & will have the truth about it, though 
possibly not the evidence, in a few days. 
I cannot believe that McGinn is guilty, 
but his friend may be engaged in a confidence 
game against the other parties. 
 
Went down to see Mrs .Noyes off today – 
also called at her rooms – She is greatly 
distressed at the conditions which compel 
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her to leave Nome under a cloud.  She 
could not restrain her tears, and at the 
beach, when about to go aboard the lighter 
to go out to the vessel, she all but broke down. 
Mrs. Frost bears up much better – but it was 
a distressing ordeal for each of them. 
     Six insane men sent out today on the 
“Elihu Thomson”, prisoners go later. 
Working today on opinion in Butler v Good 
Enough Mining Co. an important mining case. 
 
I am satisfied that it will go hard with Judge 
Noyes, Dist. Atty. Woods, Frost, and possibly 
Geary.  McKenzie got six months on each 
of two charges, Du Bose six months & the 
facts against the others seem stronger. 
 
Have this evening carefully examined the 
reports of R. N. Stevens, U.S. Comr. & Recorder 
in Nome for he year beginning July 23rd 1900 & 
ending June 30th 1901.  I find that his receipts 
- the receipts of the office for such term were 
just about equal to his disbursments 
- he only turned in $483.00 in cash for the 
year:  his receipts    were $22,895.65 
          “  disbursments “   22,700.45!! 
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He paid his wife and daughter about 
$4000. for salary at $10.00 per day, and 
also paid his wife $1200. rent for the front 
room as recorders office:  Coal, coal oil, 
&c. &c. &c. are charged up to the government 
& were evidently used at his house:  All 

clerks are paid at $10.00 per day – men 
& women.  It is a most extraordinary 
case of wilfull and corrupt waste 
of the public funds.  I called in Goodrich 
the foreman of the grand jury, tonight, and 
showed him the reports & he was astounded. 
Also consulted with Judge Brinker who 
agreed with me that Stevens ought to be rem 
=oved from office.  I shall report the 
matter to the Attorney General before the last 
boat goes out. 
 -Octo. 7th- 
Gave Stevens, Comr. notice in writing 
to file his report for the last quarter with 
=in three days.  He came personally & said 
he could not do it for a week – I am  
satisfied that he is waiting for the grand jury 
to adjourn – Joe. Easterday – from Tacoma 
wants to be appointed in Stevens place – 
I told him today that I could not do it. 
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I will keep closely after Stevens until he 
files his report & then I will set it for an 
examination before the court & call witnesses 
& go into the good faith of his disbursments. 
I am satisfied that he is, to use a mining 
camp expression, “so crooked that his blood 
only circulates once a year”. 
 
Civil cause of Stenger v. Pitman – first on trial 
calendar tried today – verdict for defendants – jury. 
 -9th- 
Trial of Golding v. Hensel.  No 289. 
on trial for two days.  Town lot case 
and bitterly fought.  The lawyers have 
taken me at my word about pushing 
the business of the court and are pushing 
me.  I am working from 9 in the morning 
until 10 or 11 every night.  Grand jury 
has returned a number of indictments one 
against the Glacier Creek  rioters – Jafet 
Lindeberg, J. W. Griffin, the Prices & others. 
Lindeberg is one of the original “Anvil Creek 
discoverers.  Griffin is a prominent lawyer & 
mine owner, and all the other parties are also 
rich mine owners.  They are accused of 
having driven the “jumpers” off a claim 
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a day or two before I left here for Unalaska 
in Aug.  In doing so they went at night 
armed and masked, and some nervous 
fool – as usual – shot one of the jumpers 
and now they are all before the court on a 
very serious charge, - all but Lindeberg. 
As soon as the Grand jury met & the matter first 
brought before it – someone told Lindeberg. 
The last lighter with passengers had gone 
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out, but Lindeberg hastily put on his coat 
went to the safe took a “poke” of gold dust, 
hired a small boat and caught the “Queen” 
just as she hoisted anchor – and went down 
to San Francisco to spend the winter.  The 
others have given bond in the sum of $5000. each 
to appear for trial.  Wright, the defaulting 
postmaster of Nome is also under same 
bond today to answer for default of $4000. 
Lot of other indictments – it will take us 
two weeks or more to try these criminal 
cases. 
 -11th- 
“Portland” came in yesterday from St Micheal 
and went out to Seattle.   No other boat in. 
Light fall of snow today – begins to look 
like winter.  Tried case of U.S v. 
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Stockslager, for forgery – he issued a 
forged check for $100, and signed the 
name of Cabell Whitehead, Pres. of the 
Alaska Banking & Safe Dep. Co.  He is 
the son of the Stockslager who used to 
be Comr. Genl. Land office under the 
first Cleveland Administration.  I met 
his father in 1887 – I think. 
 -12- 
The steamers “Roanoke” and “Valen 
cia” are in port this morning.  The 
scare about the loss of the “Oregon” is 
over – she reached the Sound safely. 
I received two letters from Debbie – 
- and also two from Darrell to her. 
Howard has been sick with typhoid 
fever – she is not coming in.  I am 
satisfied to have her stay with her boys 
as much as I want her with me.  I 
also received a letter from George T. Reid, 
containing my salary vouchers for the 
months of July, & August 1901. 
Mr. Fink, attorney, also came in : he tells 
me that he saw the attorney General who said 
I was to remain at Nome – in the event that 
Judge Noyes is removed – for the winter certainly 
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Darrell is doing well – spent a week at 
Buffalo, writes to his mother regularly & sent 
her an account of his expenses to Buffalo. 
It shows that he is yet careful, open and 
honest.  I pray to God that he will always 
remain so.     Well.  I am in for the winter 
alone – hard work, day and night – work – 
work.  But it is allright.  I am anxious 
to do my work good and make a clean good 
record, - one which I and my family can 
always look back upon with satisfaction. 
 -13th- 

The accounts of Marshal Richards were 
filed with me for approval last evening. 
Upon examination I find that for the time 
when we were at Unalaska he has filed 
a voucher signed by N. Gray, agent of 
the A. C. Co. for $119.00 for board and lodging. 
During that time I also boarded with Gray, 
ate at the table with the Marshal, occupied 
larger and more expensive apartments and 
only $59.  I sent for him & called 
his attention to this matter.  He withdrew 
the account & yesterday filed it anew, but 
with this item left out.  He has still 
left in the account, however,  three other 
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items as follows: 
Board and lodging Lawrence Hotel 12 days $7. = $84.00 
  “         “     “    Golden Gate   “     16    “   $7  = 112.60 
  “         “     “     “       “     14    “   $7  =   98.00 
  “         “     “     “       “     17    “   $7. = 119.00 
When the account was further examined I 
saw at once that these items were “padded”. 
I spoke to Harris (of Harris & Daggett, prop 
=rietors of the Golden Gate Hotel) – He informed 
me that in no case did they charge even 
a transient guest more than $15.00 per week 
for lodging and $15.00 per week for board, - 
- that he had signed many “padded” vouchers 
for officials here, &c. &c.  Have written 
the Marshal pointing out these excessive 
charges – his oath attached that he had 
actually paid them in lawful money, & 
have asked him to quietly withdraw his 
account & file a correct one.  Have 
shown his account with “padded” vouchers 
to Capt. Jarvis and P. C. Sullivan. 
 
Have this day removed R. N. Stevens 
& A. K. Wheeler, Comrs. & J. P. of Nome. 
And appointed Thomas M. Reed in 
their stead.  Bond & oath filed : Approved. 
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Was invited to a dinner  party last evening 
by  Mr. Daggett, at Golden Gate Hotel to meet 
his wife, who arrived on the boat yesterday. 
Present Mr. & Mrs Daggett, Mr & Mrs. Bush 
Mr & Mrs. Dorman & Miss Dorman. 
     Was invited to join a box party at the theater 
(“Standard”) tonight, but cannot do so. 
Invited by Mr and Mrs. Turner of the N. C. Co. 
 
The Marshal has fixed his account by striking 
out all the objectionable and “padded” accounts 
and I have approved his office accounts. 
 -17th- 
Have been working night and day – 
go on the bench at 9 in the morning & 
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hold night sessions.  The trial of U.S 
v. Helen Wagner ended with verdict at 1 oclock 
this morning – every night it is from 9 to 11, 
before I get through hearing cases. 
At last though I have gathered minute 
by minute time to write to Debbie, send her 
letter, pictures, papers &c.  Also send 
her my vouchers signed & receipted 
for each f month from October to June 1902 
inclusive, & also powers of attorney to  
draw the money on each.  Send them 
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all out by Joe Easterday today on 
Str. “Senator”.  There is much turmoil 
just now by people going out on the 
last boats.  Everybody wants something 
done – nearly each passenger is a litigant 
a juror, or in some way interested in 
something in court, - the taking of testimony 
goes on night & day before referees & everything 
is in a hubbub, and hurry – when the last 
boat goes then we can settle down to a 
regular routine and things will lose 
the irregular and unsatisfactory character 
as at present. 
Marshal Richards is “ugly” about his “padded” 
accounts, and seeks to get even with the Golden 
Gate Hotel people by taking the juries to a 
downtown restaurant to eat, - at a saving  
of twenty five cents per meal.  As the change 
would involve sending the juries through the 
crowded streets, filled with every class (including 
the criminals and their friends and sympathizers), 
and would take juries away from the eyes of the 
court I will not allow it.  Still the incident 
shows the Marshals disposition – I am making 
the record on him & fixing him so he cannot 
hurt anyone as much as he may try 
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 -19- 
The “Queen” came in yesterday evening 
Three letters from Home – Howard is all 
right – but not able to come on voyage 
This is said to be the last boat – received 
letters from Gay, about U.S. Sup. Ct. Rep. 
He send me his set, & digests, & the 
Atty General will replace them to him 
from Washington.  Also letter from 
Senator Foster asking that young 
Distin & Reber be kept in Clerks 
office.    Yesterday & today trying 
cases of Hemen v. Wild Goose Co. & 
Steen & Wild Goose Co. over #14 & 15 
on Ophir Creek – important & interesting cases. 
 
Had some trouble day before yesterday 
to keep the Grand Jury from indicting Judge 

Noyes.  Fink, lawyer, who is one of his 
most persistent pursuers came before 
the Grand Jury & had witnesses &c and 
but for the firm stand taken by McGinn 
it is quite probably there would 
have been an indictment.  It would 
have been unfortunate at this time – he 
is not here & is already on trial in S. F. 
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 -21st- 
Went out to Fort Davis last night 
to take dinner with Dr. & Mrs. Jerrald, 
Post surgeon.  Present Major Booth 
Lt. Massey – Wm. Sternberg, Mr. 
Mrs. Jerrald is a cousin of President 
Cleveland – Dr. Jerrald is a 
pleasant gentleman.  Had a 
splendid dinner – although the cook 
was drunk.  We went down to the 
post in their buckboard - & back. 
     Took lunch yesterday also 
with Capt. Hibbard – Capt. Hanson 
& Dr Call Capt. D. H. Jarvis. 
Trial of U.S v J W Griffin begins today. 
Sentence Helen Wagner, larceny, and 
Guy C. Stockslager, forgery today. 
 -22- 
Well, the terrible strain is about 
over.  The “Queen” – the last boat of the 
season is now ready to sail – all my 
mail is aboard – all those who have for 
a month been making my life a burden 
are aboard, and we can now begin to set 
cases for regular trial, and take our time 
in presenting them to the jury.  I am 
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utterly worn out, for I have been worked 
like a slave day and night.  In the case 
of U.S v. Helen Wagner, I have had a hard 
time of it on the motion for a new trial.  The 
defence filed a lot of affidavits, including 
one by Mauthei, the prosecuting witness, 
who retracted all the evidence upon which 
he percued the conviction of the defendant. 
She robbed him in the Gold Belt Saloon rooms 
while he occupied her bed with her – she 
is, of course, a prostitute and dance hall 
performer of the lowest type.  All of her 
companions in infamy gathered to her aid 
and flooded the court with false affidavits 
on the motion for a new trial:  I sent out the 
Marshal, rounded them up, put them on the 
witness stand, and sifted their stories to the 
bottom.  I instructed the prosecuting Attorney 
to arrest Manthei for perjury which was 
instantly done – ordered the motion for a 
new trial denied, and sentenced the woman 
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to 3 years at the McNeils Is. penitentiary. 
The only face that class of people recognize 
is the ability of the law to punish, and a 
lagging sprit in that respect is a positive 
encouragement to their crimes.  They 
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live by violating the laws, and I am not 
going to be too lenient with them. 
     Case of U.S. v. Griffin on trial for 
two days – submitted to the jury tonight. 
He is accused of being a party to the riot 
at Glacier Creek on Aug 15, 1901, - he is 
a lawyer, a rich mine owner and – I 
think a very good man – yet I am afraid 
he “stole the watermelon”.  I feel a great 
deal of sympathy for him, however, and if 
the jury find him guilty I intend to exercise 
the power of mercy vested in me by the last 
section of the Alaska Criminal Code (Sec. 
481) which permits the court to impose a 
lower penalty than that fixed by law, where 
it appears to the court that the one fixed is 
too severe.  The minimum penalty for the 
crime of riot, with which he is charged, is 
3 years in the penitentiary!!  Such 
a penalty in such a case as his would 
be a positive wrong – worse than the 
offense with which he stands charged. 
     Well, I have sent out my mail for 
the winter – including my accounts for 
expenses to Oct. 31st. – I’ll have an 
eight months rest – from hearing from the 
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outside world, but plenty of hard work 
here.  Mr. Hubbard, attorney went out 
on the “Queen” – he said he would soon be in 
Washington D.C. and would call on 
the Atty General about Nome matters. 
He and Capt. Jarvis and Cabell Whitehead 
of the Alaska Bank ought to get the 
Dept. right on expenses here.  Many 
of the most outrageous bills are yet coming 
in, - a young assistant to the Assistant 
Dist. Atty. presented his accounts today 
for instant approval – with $124. per 
month for board and lodging.  I told 
him that I only paid $100. – that the govern 
=ment could much better afford to give him 
the best room and board at the best hotel 
in town – this kind of accounts – even “padded”, 
two or three times their real sum, have 
been the rule heretofore – no wonder the Clerks 
funds are exhausted and he is $12,000.00 
behind in payment of the expenses of 
the court.  I have started in to get the 
expenditures of the court within the income 
and all such accounts will be dis 

=allowed = in a short time only honest 
accounts will even be presented! 
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 23rd 
Jury in U.S. v. Griffin could not  
agree, and after some 15 hours in  
the jury room I discharged them –  
They stood 6. to. 6.  Trial of Ophir 
Creek mining cases resumed. 
 -24th- 
Granted continuance until next July 
in U.S. v. Griffin.  I did not know how much 
these people were scared until Griffin nearly 
gave way at the relief afforded by this disposition 
of his case.  His eyes filled with tears, he 
could not speak, - a burden was lifted! 
It is a good thing for the peace of the country to 
at least scare such people, - but the 
suggestion of the C. C. A. G. & C. in the case 
finding McKenzie guilty, that it was a 
surprise to that court that the people here 
did not take the law into their own hands, 
is, to a certain extent, an excuse and the 
cause for the Glacier Creek riots, - but 
this court will not give countenance to 
riot, - still under the circumstances 
if one of them should be found guilty I would 
apply the merciful powers vested in my by Sec 481. 
Crim Code 1989 - & give him only a fine. 
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 -25th- 
After several days hearing, at intervals 
the cases of Steen v. Wild Goose Co. & 
Hemen v. Griffith, Rice & the Wild Goose 
Co. is at last closed & submitted. 
Case of U.S. v. Till, Price, Glacier Creek 
riot case,  begun today – jury case. 
 -27th- 
Sunday – Was married 21 years ago today 
Went to office to work, - to prepare opinion 
in Ophir Creek mining cases,  but was so near 
=ly down with sore neck that I could not 
work – and went out for the first time to 
walk.  We went north up Dry Creek & 
climbed the summit of the mountains back 
of Anvil Mt. thence to the Anvil itself, 
back home in the evening along the line 
of the Wild Goose Ry. from Anvil Creek 
to Nome.  Wrote a long good letter 
this evening to Debbie telling her that 
I love her more now than when I first 
took her into my arms 21 years ago. 
 -28th- 
Decided case of Steen v. Wild Goose 
Min. Co. – for defendant.  U.S. vs 
Price tried – verdict guilty. 

Diary 3,  1901   -29th- 
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october29a Have decided the case of Hemen v. 

Griffith, Rice, Wild Goose Co & others, 
involving another Ophir Creek {mining} case. 
The attorneys now tell me that the case 
decided yesterday involved more than 
half a million dollars.  I am pleased 
to know that mine owners now express a 
feeling of safety over property rights & 
do me the honor to say that investments can 
now be made here with assurance of fair 
protection.  Judge Noyes seems never 
to have rendered even one mining opinion 
and but one mining case was tried by him 
in the more than a year that he was here 
 
Yesterday I dismissed all the indictments 
in the now famous Glacier Creek riot cases. 
Judge Noyes Left Nome on Aug. 14 {12}, 1901, 
after signing the most contradictory and 
extraordinary batch of orders while out 
on the steamer, - drunk, it is said by his 
enemies, - certainly the orders were – and 
the result was a rising of people who went 
out to the richest mines on the Glacier Creek 
masked and armed and drove off all the 
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“jumpers” and warned them to leave the country. 
They were arrested – at least half a dozen 
men who were supposed to be among the 
“rioters” were indicted and Griffin & 
Till Price have been tried.  The jury in each 
case disagreed – so much prejudice & 
exists against the Noyes – Stevens regime 
that it is impossible to convict these men 
for a violation of their injunctions or a 
contempt of their court, - they ought 
not to be severely dealt with because the 
conditions were such as to drive good 
citizens to acts of lawlessness.  So after 
the failure to convict the first two I felt 
justified in dismissing all the remaining 
indictments and did it!  It is to the great 
advantage of this region to put that blot 
on the jurisprudence judiciary of America 
behind us, - hide it from sight as soon 
as possible, and open a brighter and 
better page in the history of the Nome 
region.  It has fallen to my fortune 
to close the unfortunate page and 
open the brighter and better one, and 
if god gives me the strength of body to do the 
work I will not fail to do my best. 
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 -Oct 30th- 
Trying one jury case per day – the 
overgorged docket is rapidly lessening 
and I can now begin to see the coming 

of easier days.  So far it has been 
hard constant work – night & day. 
Still today I am more than repaid 
for it all.  Telegrams, letters, and 
a petition signed by every member 
of the Nome bar go out in addition 
to those already gone on other boats 
asking that I be permanently stationed 
in this district.  Every business house 
here – all the big mercantile, mining 
and transportation companies have 
joined in the request, and have made 
it forcible and urgent.  I really feel 
highly honored by this community & 
secretly yet I hope modestly congratulate 
myself that I have succeeded so well 
in securing the good will of every interest 
here whose good will is creditable. 
 
Took dinner with Mr. Albert Fink 
tonight – met his sister, and also 
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Mr. C. D. Lane and his son Louis. 
Mr. Lane is the wealthiest mining man 
in Alaska – and the most original 
and forceful man.  He is a strong 
character – brave, blunt & honest. 
He is a hard worker, and has done more 
to prospect this region, and locate and 
work its valuable mines than all 
other interests together.  His son Louis 
is a real chip off the old block. 
     Mr. Lane seems pleased with my 
efforts to bring order out of chaos & 
has taken a strong stand in favor 
of securing action from Washington 
to keep me here.  He spoke very 
freely about it and I am sure that no 
effort will be spared along that line. 
 
The “Arctic” left for Puget Sound today 
& the “Barbara Hernster” leaves tonight 
with the Lane people – the last boats 
of the season.  Not until next 
June or July will we have another. 
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 -Oct. 31.- 
Ten Years ago Harry Ball was the 
President of the Bank of the Republic 
at Tacoma, Wash : his wife a showy 
woman rode in a showy carriage 
while a negro in regimentals sat 
on the front seat : they maintained a 
rich and showy home on the hill 
near the “Oakland Addition” which was 
his real estate speculation, and they 
cut quite a figure in financial and 
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social circles.  Yesterday he begged 
me to loan him five dollars (which I 
did promptly) as he was in actual want 
of food.  Verily there are surprising 
changes in the great west. 
 
It was impossible to obtain assistance 
from counsel today to try a single case 
by jury.  Gave a dozen of them two 
days to present cases for trial or they 
were informed they would be dismissed. 
Have had a talk today with Milroy, 
whom I have appointed Comr. in the 
Fairhaven precinct, vice Noyes, removed. 
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I gave Milroy and other Comrs. fair 
warning that only necessary and reas 
=onable expenses would be allowed 
in their accounts.  He had already 
employed a Clerk of Court to go 
with him there – upon my statement 
that only such sum as was actually 
necessary to procure clerical assistance 
in recording what he could not record 
he gave up – very reluctantly – the idea 
of the clerk.  Gave each new 
Comr. same warning. 
     Today consolidated Nome, Bon 
=anza, Bluff City precincts and all of 
Port Clarence precinct lying on the 
watershed flowing into Bering Sea, as the 
Nome Precinct.  Thomas M. Reed, Comr. 
Consolidated Kugarok and Kuzitrin 
under Lars Gunderson, Comr. 
Consolidated Council & Clinik 
under Capt Ferguson, Comr. 
Consolidated Port Clarence, Agiapuk. 
and Yak, under C. S. Henton. 
I hope by this means to reduce the expenses 
and to turn balances into Clerks office for 
support of this court. 
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 -Nov. 3- 
Sunday – Worked on opinion in the matter 
of Municipal court of Nome all day 
- until 3 p.m. – the court out to Ft. Davis 
& paid my respects to Major Booth 
& called at Dr. Jerraulds. 
 -Nov 4- 
Rendered opinion holding Municipal 
Court of Nome to be without existence, 
which finally tears Judge R. N. Stevens 
loose from the public teat which 
has long and plentifully supplied him 
with public funds.  He has been the 
brains of the Noyes regime, - and has 
long presided at the financial orgies 

connected with the expenditure of money 
through the courts.  He has received a 
greater sum than anyone else, but 
as yet is not caught in the vise.  McKenzie 
& Noyes & he were the trio – the guiding 
spirits of the most remarkable system 
of speculating in mines through the 
influence – power of a corrupt system 
that has ever been known in American 
jurisprudence:  McKenzie went to jail for 
a year – Noyes for __ 
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 -Nov. 6th- 
Have just had the unhappy experience of 
passing on the sanity of Rev. Father Jacquet 
- pastor of the Catholic church here.  For 
some time he has been growing steadily worse 
until he is now at that point where to longer 
allow him to go at large means to invite 
dissolution of both body and mind.  After 
hearing an array of medical and other 
witnesses I held him to be insane – in the 
gentlest language possible – but made 
the formal order so that his restraint would 
be legal.  His unfortunate condition has 
exacted general sympathy – I very greatly 
regretted to be the judge in his case, but 
considered it the only kind thing to be done 
under the evidence. 
    Hearing cases every day – a jury 
case a day – and others at odd times. 
 
 -9th- 
Sullivan & Mrs. Mehn  took dinner with me 
at Golden Gate Monday evening:  I took dinner with 
Marshal Richards & Forrest, Tuesday – Sternberg – 
Last night I took dinner with Mrs. Mehn [?] 
who is a typical Bohemian – present 
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Sullivan P. C. also long Mike Sullivan 
Darling, who is a County Meath man & a 
typical jolly, witty son of Erin, & 
A. J. Daly – familiarly known in that 
circle as “Marcus Aurelius” Daly – 
It was a distinctly Bohemian dinner. 
Tonight I take dinner with Clerk 
Steel and some of his friends at 
their bachelor quarters. 
Very busy in court every day, – in trials 
of jury cases. 
 -10th- 
Took dinner last night with H. G. Steel 
clerk of this court at his bachelor quarters. 
Present Steel, Reber and Parkinson.  The 
latter is the bright and versatile editor of 
the “Nome News”, - he was for a long time 
connected with the Seattle P. I. and then 
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on the Tacoma Ledger.  After a good dinner 
and a pleasant evening we went, - upon 
special invitation, to a social session 
of the Arctic Brotherhood in their new hall 
in the old A. E. store.  There was a large 
crowd of the most clever and decent 
“fellows around town” there, and beer, 
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cigars and good fellowship all intermixed, 
songs, recitations, music, boxing matches 
clog dancing and speeches enlivened the 
time and I enjoyed a pleasant – rough – 
evening.  Was persuaded to become 
a member of the A. B. which I will 
at their next regular meeting.  It is 
the only distinctive Alaska organization 
and I have so often been asked to join 
that I have at last consented. 
Was surprised upon returning to the 
hotel to find my room lighted with 
electricity – the current was first 
turned on in Nome today – 
Am working long and diligently on 
the case of Price v  McIntosh which 
is over a very valuable gold mine & 
involves at least one very important 
principle of law upon which I can 
find no aid from authorities. 
 -11th- 
Trial by jury- Kimball v. Miller. 
Verdict for plaintiff, - dismissed 
other cases for want of prosecutions. 
Working hard every day & night. 
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 -17- 
Joined the Arctic Brotherhood last night 
- judge Reed & others – Daly, Rinehart, &c. 
also joined.  After that went to Hotel Lawrence 
to Geise’s birthday function – dancing[?] & cards 
Simply called and paid my respects to Mr & 
Mrs. Geise – the crainds[?], &c. and left 
During this week have been trying jury 
cases – one a day – and at nights & 
odd hours also trying equity & other cases 
submitted to me.  Prepared an opinion 
in the very interesting  case involving the 
“California Fraction”, in which I had 
to lay down the rule – for the first time in 
the courts, as to the form of placer 
claims.  It is an important case 
& I gave it much study.  I derived 
no aid whatever from briefs of counsel 
& studied the matter out for myself. 
     Wrote to Debbie & sent letter out 
on 15th by dog team mail – do not expect 
any letters in here before January – or 
possibly February-   Mail starts out 

every two weeks by dog team & when  
they once begin to come will probably 
reach here in that way & that often. 
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     The float ice in Bering sea has 
been off shore now for two or three days 
 - great fields of it – as far as you can 
see.  It is called the “pack” is composed 
of ground up masses of ice and mush 
ice, - not yet hardened into blocks. 
Today it seems to be floating eastward, 
but it may either be carried to sea or 
piled in shore – just owing to the 
way the wind blows.  When it is once 
pushed against the land and then 
freezes it will stay for the winter. 
 -18th- 
Beautiful fall weather.  We have 
had some wind and snow, but the 
general weather has been clear, cold 
and crisp – Not bad at all. 
Am getting to the bottom of the first 
calendar of 100 cases – either 
tried, or dismissed – nearly all tried 
for I have only dismissed 5 or 6 – 
just enough worthless cases to scare 
all others into trial. 
     This evening –sun set at 3 oclock 
Saw a beautiful mirage at Sledge Is. 
The atmospheric conditions made the island 
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look just like a great potato on 
the surface of the sea – like this. 
[captions of drawing:] 
Sledge Is. 
Cape of 
mountains 
 
Each end of Sledge Island turned up 
like a sled runner, and even a faint 
line of light could be seen between 
it and the surface of the sea:  it seemed 
as if it were a great potato shaped 
object floating on the surface.  It 
recalled the mirages along the Yukon 
river between Circle City and Ft. Yukon. 
     Weather so far this fall fine – not 
colder than 4° above zero.  The ice pack 
has gone out some distance for we do not 
feel the swell of the sea, - only a few 
inches.  Open water along shore & no 
ice – probably six inches of snow. 
Traveling is bad, though, and will not 
be good before January.  Dogs are at 
a premium now – they make the only 
good team in this country!  But for them 
winter traveling would be nearly prohibited – 
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with them it is the best season of the year. 
Diary 3,  1901  
november18cand22
a 

Dozens of horses were abandoned here 
in Nome by miners who were leaving 
the country on the last boats out:  the 
poor animals wandered around starving 
until humane people shot them to 
prevent their further suffering.  They 
could not have been wintered for anything 
like a fair or reasonable price – not for 
their value in the spring – Not so with 
dogs, who can and do work for months 
one half of the year. 
 -22- 
Took dinner with Capt. J. E. Hanson 
Mgr. A.C. Co (N.C.Co) for this region. 
Also present W. A. Sternberg, Schofield, 
and Judge Crane.  We had the finest 
dinner I have had since coming to Nome, 
and then until 12 oclock over cigars we 
talked Pacific Ocean currents, China 
Japan, Mexico and Central America, &c. 
Capt. Hanson is a delightful host and 
a well read man:  he has traveled extensively 
- and to advantage.  Two days ago 
Saml & Mrs. Milligan & P. C. Sullivan 
took dinner with me at the hotel. 
Dance every night at hotel ball room, 
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but I never attend.  Father Jacquet 
the Catholic priest was started this morn 
=ing to Holy Cross.  He has been growing 
worse – it would cost the government 
$5000 to keep him here until spring 
so, the fathers desiring it, we sent him 
to Holy Cross mission for treatment. 
 -23rd- 
For some days we have been engaged 
in a “housecleaning”; We have taken 
the dockets and beginning with Case 
No 1, called every case, and ascertained 
its condition.  About a hundred  
dead ones have been dismissed, many 
others dismissed rather than go to trial, 
and the rest are now segregated into 
three calendars:  1st Motion calendar, 
where they will be kept until ready 
for trial:  2nd Jury trial calendar 
and : 3rd Equity calendar & Begin 
=ning with next Monday cases 
at issue are set for two weeks 
ahead, which will wind up every 
case now ready for trial : except 
three or four Admiralty cases.  By 
this method of sorting out we are 
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now able to tell the exact condition 
of the courts business – for the 

first time since its organization. 
The business is now so systematized 
that no further difficulty will arise 
- as fast as cases are at issue 
they will be set on the trial docket 
for the next term for trial, and 
thus the docket will {be} arranged 
from time to time, and will always 
show just what is ahead of the  
court.  The bar has given me 
every assistance and the attorneys 
seem pleased to see order issuing 
out of chaos, - for chaos it 
certainly was. 
 
A more beautiful winter month I never 
saw than this one.  Last night  
was the coldest of the season – it 
was 2° below zero at Courthouse 
but other thermometers showed 
-10° below.  The sky is clear & 
the stars shine brightly – the moon 
rides high – but the sun is going lower 
each day. 

Diary 3,  1901  
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Give dinner at Golden Gate 
Hotel this evening to Ira D. Orton 
attorney for Pioneer Mining Co. 
also to Magnus Kjelsberg, resident 
manager, Charles Johnson, his 
assistant, and to Louis Lane, 
son of C. D. Land, and in the 
absence of his father the manager 
of the Wild Goose Min. Co. 
 
 -Sunday 24th- 
Had a very pleasant evening with 
Orton, Louis Lane, Kjelsberg & Johnson 
last night.  Dinner served was not good 
but our talk till 9 oclock was one 
that interested them as well as me. 
Louis Lane has been in this region since 
’98 – so has Kjelsberg, and the other 
two since ’99.  Lane is a young 
man of strong force of character, 
and his travels along the Arctic shore 
around Kotzebue sound are interesting 
- he tells me one surprising fact – 
that Mongolian pheasants are native 
along the Noatak river!  He has killed 
them there & has seen others.  He 
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reminded me last night about 
our proposed trip to Berings straits 
and we arranged to start after 
the first of the year.  He is enthusiastic 
over the trip, and I am delighted. 
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M. Kjelsberg is a partner of Jafet 
Lindebergs, in the Pioneer Mining 
Co.  They both speak Finn, Lapp 
and some other Scandinavian tongue 
and are strong vigorous men –  
of good character.  Johnson is 
their countryman, 6 feet 2 inches 
tall and a good vigorous character. 
The men who located the rich Anvil 
Creek mines are of that independent 
vigorous character that they were 
able – notwithstanding their foreign 
birth and education (or want of it), to 
fight the most astounding, vigorous 
and treacherous attack known in 
American jurisprudence, and to 
so wisely and bravely conduct it as 
to eventually win and preserve their 
wealth.  In view of the wolfish attack 
made upon them the insinuating and 
treacherous conditions which surround 
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them and their lack of knowledge 
of our laws and customs, their 
character become stands out in 
bold relief and commands the 
respect of both friend and foe. 
The old Norse sea blood was 
courageous and honest, and 
to it we owe much that is good 
in our national character. 
     I am to take dinner tomorrow 
evening with Mr. A. J. Daly, and 
P. C. Sullivan, - there will also be 
present Mrs. Meiggs and her daughter. 
 
 -Nov. 27th- 
Attended the fashionable ball given by 
the Ladies Guild,  Episcopal Church, 
at the Golden Gate Hall last night. 
It was a swell affair, and I wore my 
dress suit – only to find that it is too 
tight – have just sent it down to have 
an inch more space put in both the 
vest and trousers.  The hall was 
filled with ladies and gentlemen dressed 
in the height of fashion:  the rooms were warm 
bright, and nicely draped & it was a very 
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interesting and pretty affair.  There 
was a grand crush, and there were more 
than 300 persons present.  I did not 
dance – but I wished for Debbie as 
I am sure she would have enjoyed it. 
Grinding in court every day – think 
I can discharge the jury in another 
week.  Am obliged to prepare new 

rules of court at once, for it is very 
troublesome to do business under 
the old – the lawyers will not hasten 
the trial of cases, and the court cannot. 
 -Nov. 30th- 
Am startled today by the theft of my 
mail.  Had prepared letters to Debbie 
& Howard, also had placed copies of 
printed opinions in “California Fraction” 
case in envelopes and addressed them 
to Senator Foster & others.  Just at 
10 oclock – or a minute or two after, 
the  bailiff, Adam Johnson, deputy in 
the Marshals office, came & said “10 oc 
-lock”.  The letters all lay on top of the 
books I intended to take to the bench 
with me – I pushed them off & he 
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picked up the books and went out of 
my private room, through the 
library  & clerks room, into the 
courtroom.  Closing my roll-top  
desk, and leaving the letters lying 
on an outside sliding shelf, I foll 
=owed him, leaving the door open. 
Just previously Jeffery, my stenograp 
=her had gone out into the Marshals 
office to copy a letter, and was gone 
not more than 5 minutes.  During 
this time, as I now think, the letters were 
stolen by someone who entered the 
private room from the clerks room. 
     As I went through that room 
on my way to the courtroom P. C. 
Sullivan was standing near the west 
side of the room, his back towards the 
door of my private room, talking 
with a man whose face was that 
way & who saw me go out & saw 
the door open & saw Jeffery go out 
into the Marshals office.  Upon inquiry 
Sullivan could not be sure who that man 
was:  Adam Johnson went into the 
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court room first – I next, then 
Bosqui[?], bailiff, and in a minute 
came Sullivan, leaving the room 
deserted except, possibly, as to this 
man.  My mail lay open to any 
one who went into my private room, 
and in a moment it disappeared. 
    No one took it, of course, without 
a motive, and there are but two men 
in Nome with such a motive, and 
one of them was personally present 
in the clerks room just about 
that moment, and the other had 
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a confederate there.  Either of them 
might very much desire to have 
possession of my letters – neither 
of them got any thing of value 
in the letters stolen.  Luckily my mail 
was divided into two parts – the part 
stolen only contained the two letters to 
Debbie and Howard, and official 
envelopes, each containing a copy 
of the printed opinion.  Still it is 
startling to be notified thus forcibly that 
I am to be subjected to that sort of espionage 
while in my duties {acting in my capacity} 
 as judge.  Will make 
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such quiet inquiry as I can to find 
out who stole them, and will be more 
careful hereafter.  The letters were stolen 
by one who has been prevented from 
continuing a career of theft of government 
funds, and who fears further exposure 
to the Attorney General and probably 
a prosecution – which he richly des 
=erves.  However I sent out all the 
necessary documents in his case to the 
Attorney General by special carrier 
on the Barbara Hurnster. 
 
P. C. Sullivan told me tonight the S. C. Hen 
=ton, whom I appointed Comr. at Teller, is 
going wrong already.  Three days after he reach 
=ed there a sporting woman also came & is 
now his clerk.  Sullivan, Gordon & Richards 
are examining into the matter & if he continues 
or complaint is made will remove him. 
 -Dec 2nd- 
The more I consider the matter of the 
theft of my mail the more I am inclined to 
reduce the number of suspects.  Johnson 
the deputy was for a year the clerk of R. N. 
Stevens, and both he and Stevens were in the 
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court room and in the clerks room & it 
was possible for either of them to get the 
letters.  I regret even to have a suspicion 
against Johnson on account more of his 
wife than him.  She is a pleasant true 
little woman, and it is a pity to hurt her with 
a suspicion – without proof.  As to Stevens I 
feel satisfied that he knows who stole them, 
but so far we have no positive proof against 
him.  Have told the facts to Strong of the Nugget 
and Parkinson of the News, & both will give a 
short statement of the facts.  It is too bad that 
this camp cannot be raised out of the corrupt 
slough of despond!  The people here are all 
right, - they are honest and clearheaded 

- it is the official class which is so 
dastardly cowardly and corrupt.  It 
must be cleaned out, and replaced by 
honest men.  Am much relieved at the 
strong indignation expressed by all kinds 
of people about the theft, - the papers will 
condemn it, and it may be the means 
of making the thief more unpopular – if 
such a thing is possible.   One prominent 
citizen warned me to beware of personal 
violence from Stevens as he has been uttering 
threats, but he is too cowardly to face me. 
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 -Dec. 6th- 
Attended the officers ball last night at 
Fort Davis:  We went down in the post 
sleds, and had a most enjoyable even 
=ing.  Present Major Booth, Lts. Massie 
and Knudson,  Dr. Jerrauld:  Mr & Mrs 
Strong : Turner.  Mrs. Crane, Miss 
Fink, & quite a pleasant party. 
The roads were splendid & it was 
a beautiful night & an enjoyable ball 
- although I did not dance – could 
only play wallflower & smoke. 
 
In view of the theft of my mail I 
have determined to quietly and one 
at a time so as not to excite comment 
remove from the public service such 
men as are held in here by bad influences 
Not long ago I caused the Marshal to 
remove young Cody, bailiff – the son of  
the detective & intimate with Stevens. 
This afternoon I intend to cause 
the clerk to remove Herren & appoint 
honest Sam. Taylor, in his place & 
then in a few days I will insist 
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upon the Marshal removing every 
body from the court house except 
actual employees.  Mitchell & others 
room here & keep up a bad atmos 
=phere – it must now be cleaned 
out.  Later I will make other changes. 
 -6th- 
My stolen letters turned up today 
- they had been placed in an unused 
letter press – George put them there 
evidently, and forgot it. ? ? ? 
 
I have been very much chagrined by the 
unfortunate stupidity of the loss of my letters 
& their finding.  More or less suspicion 
had arisen in my mind against persons 
who now seem to be innocent, and I feel 
as though I had done each of them a 
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personal rank injury.  I have de= 
=termined, though, to keep the matter 
perfectly quiet & let it die out – the 
public has forgotten it, and it will 
do no good to announce the fact – it 
only shows how certain one ought to be 
before accusing another of crime 
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One effect of finding the letters is that 
I have determined not to permit the 
clerk to dismiss Herron – although 
I am drawn to this conclusion more from 
regard for his wife and child who are 
here with him, than from any other cause. 
Have explained to Sam. Taylor that I can 
=not secure his appointment just now 
- I will have him appointed when another 
change is made in the clerks office. 
 
On Thursday evening last I took 
dinner at Capt. Hansons, with Mrs. Meiggs 
her three daughters, Capt. H.  Mr and Mrs. Crane 
and Mr. Fink and his sister, in celebration 
of the announcement of the marriage of 
Fink and Miss Laura Meiggs – 
- It’s a fair trade! 
On a Friday evening Mr. & Mrs. H. E. 
Shields, my old Seattle friend, took 
dinner with me at the Hotel.  Am at 
work on rules of court, hearing cases 
both day and evening, writing opinions 
between times and reading “The Wandering 
Jew” after retiring for the night 
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 -11th- 
Hearing cases night and day.  Am about 
done with the jury and will dismiss it this 
week.  Heard argument in the case of  
Brace v. Solner, Treas. being the fight 
between the town Council and the School 
board, last night.  It is a regular 
snow blizzard now – warm, snowing 
and blowing.  The snow is drifting high 
& it looks as if it were regular Bering Sea 
weather.  Small houses are being covered 
- the ice is being jammed high on the beach 
by a southeast wind.  It is all the effect 
of the warm Japanese current breezes in 
opposition to the Arctic winds & weather 
meeting here at the coast. 
 -14th- 
Took dinner last evening with Mr & 
Mrs. Daggett  who also entertained 
Mrs. Muther, Mrs. Lloyd, Mr. 
and Mary, of  “Marys Igloo”, on the 
Kuzitrim river.  Mary is a typical 
Eskimo woman – 24 years old, rather 

taller than the average, coal black hair, 
clean & well combed, and neatly dressed in 
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black dress:  She was born on the  
site of Nome, and said her parents were 
buried about where the A.C. Co store is: 
She has not been in town – never before. 
Her surprise at telephone, the new 
fire engine tc &c. is childishlike and simple. 
Yet she sat at our table – and the dinner 
was rather swell, though we were not in 
full dress – and did not once make a 
mistake.  Every thing was done with 
perfect dignity and modesty.  She 
told me of a poor little orphan boy whose 
legs were frozen & bent under him – I 
asked her to send him in to me & I would 
get him in the hospital.  One is driven 
to be better by the fact, of which she never 
s[peaks, that last year when so many 
of her tribe died with an epidemic she 
went from place to place & gathered 14 
orphan children into her own home 
and cared for them.  She has nursed, 
rescued & aided more sick and  
despairing white miners than any other 
person near here, - the papers have given 
her a good notice, and her visit to Nome 
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will long be remembered by her. 
 -15- 
Good dinner with Daly & Sullivan 
last night, in honor of Albert Finks 
marriage which takes place on the 
18th   It was a dinner party of his 
bohemian friends to bid him farewell. 
We adjourned at 11 oclock to come 
back to the courthouse and receive 
the verdict in a fiercely fought suit 
wherein Daly & Sullivan were on one side 
& Fink and Orton on the other.  The jury 
decided for Fink & Ortons client.  The 
strong north wind has almost cleared 
the ice from along shore.  It only extends 
out a ¼ mile – then the sea is clear. 
24 hours ago the great ice sheet was 
extended as far out as the eye could 
reach – now the black sea water only 
     Wrote letters to Debbie, and also 
to Jarvis & Senator Foster yester 
day & got them out on this mornings 
mail team. 
 -18- 
Discharged jury yesterday all 
jury cases at issue being tried. 
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Have now started in on Equity & 
law cases for trial by court.  Decided 
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a case of Brace & Solner, Treas. being 

an attempt to define respective spheres 
of the town & school governments. 
Will not be able to get away on trip 
before 4th or 5th of Jany. and then only 
by working hard day & night. 
     Will attend marriage of Albert Fink 
& Laura Meiggs at 4 oclock, & go to a 
dinner party with Bard at 6 oc.  The 
great ice pack which broke away 
from the shore a few days ago and 
went south ahead of a strong north 
wind is now coming back. 
 -19th- 
Attended marriage of Fink & Miss Meiggs 
yesterday afternoon at 4 oclock – and 
also attended informal reception of their 
home an hour later.  The punch  was 
composed of brandy, whisky, champagne 
& a little coloring matter – I only remained 
10 minutes, got my small bit of wedding cake 
and left – but the occasion, I am informed 
today was worthy of the reputation that both 

Diary 3,  1901  
december19b 

both of them have for hard drinking. 
Bards dinner was a very enjoyable one – 
Major Strong, Schofield, Judge Reed, 
Capt. Hanson, and I were guests.  We 
discussed public library – and  
a public museum was also heartily en 
-dorsed upon my suggestion.  Capt 
Hanson and Major Strong (of the “Nugget”), 
will look after the museum, at a meeting 
of the library committee today. 
     My work in court will now be somewhat 
easier, as the jury is discharged.  I am also 
rapidly catching up with my work & when 
once up will be able to keep abreast of 
the work from this time on – I hope. 
     We have no word from “outside” yet, 
and will not probably receive any before 
January or February.  The ice pack is 
being pushed out to sea again by the 
north wind.  There is an utter absence 
of heavy ice & Capt. Hanson said last 
night that the ice boats used to reach 
St. Petersburg could come into Nome 
every week in the year, and certainly 
most any well built boat could have 
done so thus far this winter. 
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 -21st- 
Mrs. B. F. Miller & Mrs Casey have just 
sold me a ticket for the Catholic ball $5.00 
Mrs. Miller is the same lady whom Ed. Crouch 
knows so well - she and her husband both 
think Ed. is a fine fellow, and I think 

they are both very good people.  Mrs. M 
is a pretty woman and a sweet singer. 
 
This is the shortest day of the year – exact 
mid-winter, and I am pleased to find that 
it has gone by so quickly and with so little 
cold and bad weather.  So far the weather at 
Nome has been mild, and for a week now 
rather moist.  But it blows very badly. 
The ice on sea in front of Nome is 2 or 3 
feet thick now – people do fine fishing 
for tom cod through holes – a la Eskimo, 
and their success shows how easily these 
hyperborean Mongols could obtain food. 
 
I am now preparing to adopt rules 
of court, and have given out copies to 
several lawyers to examine & criticise. 
The U.S. Marshal is very much exercised 
over a rule requiring him to call for 
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competitive bids  for all purchases 
supplies &c.  He came to see me & said 
that in his opinion I had nothing to do 
but just to approve his accounts! 
That he had the power to purchase &c. &c. 
He is the last relic left of the old regime 
& he yields badly, - but he will yield. 
I will not approve a dollar of his 
accounts except in compliance with 
the rule.  Heretofore every petty official 
in this district seems to have been a law 
unto himself so far as expenses were 
concerned, and Judge Noyes was never 
known to refuse their exorbitant demands 
out of the goodness and weakness of his heart. 
When the Marshall falls into line, as he will, 
the court will then have full and entire 
charge of all expenditures in this district 
except for fixed salaries, - fixed by law. 
As long as I remain here I intend to 
keep control, and no expenditure either 
in the clerks or Marshals office, or by 
any Commissioner or other official where 
I am required to audit the account will 
be allowed except such as are incurred under 
the rules and honestly.  The auditing of 
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such accounts, and the duty of dividing 
the funds between towns and school boards, 
and my general duty as financial agent 
for the government in all court and 
municipal matters give me more real 
trouble and annoyance than anything 
else I have to do.  But so long as I 
have it to do I intend to control it. 
 -22- 
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Walked down to Ft Davis with Wm 
Sternberg to see reindeer  herd belonging 
to “Sinrock Mary” but both were absent 
 - the herd being nine miles up Nome river 
& Mary being in town.  We  called on 
Major Booth – took lunch with him at Mr & 
Mrs. Knudsens (Lt. Knudsen) also present 
Lt. Massie. 
     Some time ago I wrote C. S. Henton, Comr. 
at Teller that a certain woman with whom 
he is alleged to be living at Teller must come 
before return mail[?] in one week to Nome & 
leave him permanently or I would appoint 
his successor.  She came in today  - within 
time, - she is angry and says its a lie – but 
will not return.  Will let him remain if 
he continues, as always heretofore, to keep 
straight – on account of his wife & children 
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I was introduced to Mrs. Magnus Kjels 
=berg last night – present her husband, 
Mr & Mrs. Dagget & Molly – Mrs. K – is 
a beautiful woman – a Russian and dresses 
with elegant taste.  I was afterwards 
informed that Magnus married her in 
S. F. where she was known in the highest 
demi monde society as “Russian Rosa” & 
where she made a fortune as an adventuress. 
She has now lived with Magnus a year or more 
& seems a devoted and dutiful wife:  she is 
highly educated, a linguist and a woman 
of high & strong character.  Magnus 
is 6 feet, one or two inches tall – A Russian 
and they are devoted to each other.  Magnus 
too, is rich in his mining interests – they 
are in interesting pair of beautiful animals. 
 
 -Dec. 26th- 
I took dinner on Christmas eve with 
Mr & Mrs. Crane – also present Capt. 
Hanson & Mr & Mrs Turner – of the A. C. Co. 
Mrs. Crane is a delightful hostess and 
the dinner was beyond reproach – received 
a beautiful card, hand water color by Miss 
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Perla Wilkinson.  After dinner we 
talked of Circle City & up river country. 
Mr & Mrs. Crane resided at Circle for 
two years.  At midnight we went to 
Catholic church for midnight Christmas 
mass.  Function performed by Fathers 
Van der Pol and Camille.  Christmas 
day I took dinner with Mr & Mrs Cowden 
They are Tacoma people, - others present 
Fred. Cowden, Wm Sternberg, Geo. A. Jeffery 
Dr. McClannahan, & Mr. Thatcher.  Cowden 
is Cashier of the Alaska Bank, & Thatcher 

is assayer and clerk.  We had a very nice 
dinner, but the dining room was cold enough 
to freeze an Eskimo.  In the evening we attended 
the Masonic ball at the Standard Theatre.  It 
was such a ball as one might have expected in 
a half civilized mining camp.  The theatre 
is one used for variety shows – an auditorium 
below – with a balcony above cut off into 
several small boxes opening out toward the 
stage.  These boxes were festooned and decorated 
and occupied by ladies and gentlemen as 
private reception rooms for their friends. 
Here they visited – and drank, and smoked. 
The giddy waltz went on below – the orchestra 
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occupied the footlight of the stage – while 
the stage itself was covered by tables – here 
each guest had lunch after 12 oclock. 
Not dancing I could only visit.  As a guest 
of Mr & Mrs Cowden I occupied their box, & 
passed the evening in conversation.  In spite 
of surroundings it was a very genteel and 
pleasant company.  In dress it was the 
usual public ball – many decollete gowns, 
and dress suits.  I met Mrs. Magnus Kjels 
=berg again.  She is really a remarkable woman 
She has tact, taste and great talents.  Her 
power with men is astonishing.  Highly edu 
=cated – a linguist – a woman of great physic 
=al charms and strength, - strong in her  
natural mental endowments, and skilled 
in the game of the world – she is such a woman 
as has in times gone by overturned thrones. 
Cleopatra – Sara Bernhardt – Delilah – 
these are the ingredients that enter into the 
composition of this Russian adventuress 
- who made a fortune in San Francisco as the 
keeper of an assignation house – and in a 
year – as the wife of one of the magnates of 
Anvil Creek, gets Nome society by the ears. 
She mentioned Metson – the S. F. lawyer of 
the Pioneer Mine Co. to me with a look 

Diary 3,  1901  
december26dand29 

that made me wonder:  If he brought 
about the marriage with his client to 
the beautiful tigress – and if so, why? 
The Pioneer Min. Co. is composed of Lind 
=blom, Byrnteson, Lundeburg and 
Kjelsburg – all Russian Finns – over 
whom this bold, black-eyed woman will 
rule like a barbarian queen.  Is she in 
lover with her great, strapping, silent husband 
- or is it only another “graft”?  There is 
a million or more in the pot – if she is 
playing for it, and she certainly holds 
the winning cards. 
 -29- 
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This is a beautiful day – clear and cold. 
The sun is big and round and already it 
seems to be giving more light.  30° below this 
morning.  Am to take lunch with Capt. 
Hansen & Corbusier – or rather they take 
lunch with me at Hotel today. – Nice lunch 
with Hansen & Corbusier – Father Van der Pol 
and Camille called, & in evening dinner 
with Capt. Hansen – present Mr & Mrs Crane 
Mr & Mrs. Hoggett, Mr & Mrs Turner, 
Capt. H_ Corbusier & I -   “Gee” the Captain 
Chinese chef set us a splendid dinner. 

Diary 3,  1901  
december30and 
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 -Dec. 30th- 
Held court decided – tried – two cases 
& disposed of them.  Gave a dinner to 
Marshal Richards,  Chief Dept. Forrest, 
Bk.Keeper Griggs,  P. C. Sullivan and 
Major Strong of the ”Nuggett.”  After 
dinner went to Rineharts & spent the 
evening playing whist.  I am 
dissipating terribly – dinners & balls – 
but it will all end when I go on my 
“mushing” trip to the Cape this week. 
 
 -Jan 1st 1902. 
Gave dinner at hotel yesterday to 
Steel, Clerk of Court, Reber, asst. clk. 
and Parkinson, Editor of the Nome News – 
We had a jolly dinner & then, as usual, a 
good smoke and stories & then all went 
to the Catholic Ball.  In the absence of other 
escort I walked down with Mrs. Crane 
& Miss Fink.  While the “Standard Theatre” 
was crowded, yet the ball was not as great 
a success or as pleasant an event as 
that of the Masons on Christmas eve. 
I excused myself & left the ladies with Mr Fink 
& came home rather early. 
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Slept till noon today, then about 3 
oclock I dressed & went calling – called 
on Mrs. Judge Reed first – then on 
Mrs. Crane,  Mrs Strong & this evening 
took dinner with the young men at the 
“Pioneer Mining Co” rooms.  Present 
Daly, Orton, Johnson of Pioneer Co. 
their mining foreman, clerk & two expert 
employees – both of whom were also 
fine musicians & Mrs. M. Kjelsberg. 
We had a fine dinner – then cigars &  
music, - violin & piano.  All except 
Daly, Orton & I were foreigners - & 
the Russian national anthem, & Swedish 
Finnish & German songs were sung. 
Mrs. Kjelsberg sang in Russian, Ger 
=man & English, & danced like a 

ballet girl.  We only remained until 
8:30 & then went to hotel & after 
10 oclock I went to Aarctic Brotherhood 
ball & looked on until 12 oclock then 
went home.  I am tired of society in 
Nome, and will not attend any more 
public functions & very few private 
ones.  The town is “dance mad” – but I 
have escaped that disease. 
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 Jany 2nd 1902. 
Worked in the office all afternoon prepar 
-ing opinions in cases submitted.  I am 
trying to get everything ready – or rather 
finished – that is submitted for decision 
before I go on my trip to the Straits. 
For three days now we have had a storm 
in progress but it is raging tonight. 
It is coming straight from the north – the air 
is filled with snow, which is driven in 
rolling, revolving, seething, twisting & 
penetrating masses – so dense that 
you cannot see 20 yards, so fierce 
that you cannot face it, and the drifts 
are so high that it is almost impossible 
to travel even if the weather permitted it.  I 
pity any poor fellows out in it tonight. 
Such a storm is unknown in the upper 
Yukon country – around Eagle, Circle or 
Ft. Yukon.  We will not attempt to 
go on our trip until it abates. 
 -Jany 3rd- 
Storm abated – clear – sun shining. 
Held court this afternoon – At 3 oclock 
attended a dinner party given in the Golden 
Gate Hall to the Eskimo by Mrs. Daggett. 
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About 40 Eskimo present dressed in 
skins – furs & native garb.  Large & 
long table spread – cake, coffee-bread 
tc &c. After a plenteous feast the table 
was cleared away & we had native 
songs & dances – also piano-songs 
& dances by Mrs Daggett & her friends. 
It is hard to tell who was most delighted 
- the Eskimo at the whitemans music 
& dancing or the white people at the 
Eskimo music & dancing.  Photographs 
were taken at tables & in groups. 
Each Eskimo also received a parcel of 
tobacco.  Mrs Kjelsberg also gave 
them a taste of high life with the latest 
Parisian demi monde dancing – 
Fathers Van der Pol & Camille were 
present. 
 
After the Eskimo reception I attended 
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a dinner party at Finks : Mr & Mrs 
Fink, Miss Margaret Fink & Miss 
Chisholm:  Marshal Richards, 
Forrest, Judge & Mrs Tom Noyes 
from Candle Creek – Jack Hines 
& I constituted the party. 
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 6th 
Saturday at noon I went out with 
Mrs. J. E. Crane to the big ice floe – half 
a mile in front of Nome.  It is piled 
20 feet above the ice pack and seems 
to rest on a bar.  We climbed to the 
top – only 20 feet, and had a fine 
view of the Arctic ice field.  As far as 
we could see to the south, east and 
west the sea was covered with ice – 
with here and there great winrows  – of 
ice thrown up by the sea and possibly 
by pressure as the pack came in & 
lodged.  We went on out a mile to 
where the fishermen were catching crabs 
- and even on beyond that.  Way in the 
distance we could see the steam rising 
which sufficiently located open water 
- probably a lane of water between 
the packs.  We came back and I 
began court at 2 oclock, having 
seen a frozen ocean in its arctic 
beauty, as well as the most glorious 
sunset, - all in less than two 
hours.  The sunset colors were delicate 
yet beautiful – delicate rose, blues 
and grays – whites & baby yellows. 
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Captain Hansen woke me yesterday 
morning – nearly at noon – too – with an 
invitation to breakfast.  Mr & Mrs Sol 
=ner.  Mr & Mrs. Crane, Mr & Mrs Tom Noyes 
Hansen, Parkinson & I at breakfast 
from 1 oclock to 4 by electric light. 
     In the evening Mr & Mrs Crane 
visited me and spent an hour. 
     Today I held court, through but 
letter to do.  I am appointed Chairman 
of the Arctic Brotherhood committee 
on Museum: the committee meets at 
3:30 to formulate a plan to put the 
museum on its feet permanently. 
At 5 oclock I am to attend a dinner 
at Mr & Mrs B. F. Miller. – Ed. Crouchs 
friends – it is an anniversary of their wed- 
=ing I think.  Tonight I will call 
in & look on awhile at the Episcopal 
- or Ladys Guild ball.  I had expected 
to get away to the Cape today, but Louis 
Lane is pulling back – offering unex 

=pected business as an excuse, but 
I think the real reason is that he wants 
to remain over till the athletic exercise 
at the A.B. hall on Thursday night. 
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 8th 
Attended the Episcopal Guild ball on 
night of 6th.  Tonight I entertained 
at Dinner : Capt. Hansen and Mr. 
Turner of the A. C. Co.   Judge T. M. Reed, 
Percy Parkinson, Ed. News, and V. T. 
Hoggatt, attorney.  We had a splendid 
dinner, and a good hour over the 
cigars. 
     The first mail of the Season 
reached here last night.  It only 
brought letters from Dawson, Eagle & 
lower points – nothing from the outside. 
I am now already to go north & will 
leave Friday morning. 
 -9th- 
In court for an hour today to finish up 
some matters.  All ready to go on our 
trip in the morning at 10 oclock.  Am 
taking Kodak & expect to get some 
good pictures if possible.  Had the 
photographer take my picture – in my 
dress suit – will have him take me in 
Parka &c. on return – Will write good 
letter home just now & then “ready” 

Diary 3,  1902 
january10 

 10th 
Attended the athletic exercises at 
the Arctic Brotherhood last night, - 
boxing, wrestling &c. beer & cigars. 
With Capt. Hansen called on Judge 
& Mrs. Crane – met Lt. Sunderhoof 
& spent two hours – 
     Left Nome this morning at 10 
oclock, for Cape Prince of Wales, 
with Louis Lane and dog team 
7 dogs & sled.  We are dressed in 
furs – parka – cap & mittens & 
mukluks or skin boots.  Are at 
the Quartz Creek road house tonight 
- 20 miles out abreast Sledge Is. 
Several Eskimo Igloos here – but 
will not visit them until I come 
back.  Mr. H. A. Thomas keeps 
the roadhouse – Portland man – 5 yrs 
in Alaska – wife and child in Portland. 
Louis told story of cougar which 
started to jump from one high tree 
across to another – but after getting 
12 feet out in the air, saw he could  
not reach the next tree, and so turned 
& jumped back !!  Truth, too. 
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 -11th- 
Bill at Quartz Creek $7.00 for party. 
Slept badly last night – same old 
trouble with my neck.  Louis & I & 
7 dogs occupied a room & one of 
the dogs insisted on getting into my 
bed to sleep.  Left at 8 oclock 
- daylight & dawn – but sun 
did not rise till 9:30.  A beautiful 
morning – a clear cloudless sky 
without wind.  35° below zero! 
For two miles the trail was level 
& as smooth as ice & our dogs  
fairly flew with both of us on the 
sled.  From unaccustomed & 
violent outdoor exercise I felt 
like Corbett[?] – after he was licked. 
Lunch at Thirty Mile Roadhouse at 
noon.  $1.50  Reach California 
roadhouse for night – 20 miles 
from Quartz.  34° below zero when 
we got there & wind blowing. 
 12th 
Bill at California Roadhouse $10.00 
I also paid for Louis $12.00  We left 
there at 8 this morning - 12° below zero 
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About 4 mi out the wind began to 
blow and we were in a blizzard all 
day – or rather two blizzards, for 
at one point the mountains shielded 
us for 4 or 5 miles – when it came 
on with renewed force.  The wind 
blew 40 miles per hour – and the air 
was filled with sharp show.  We 
were traveling N.W. and the wind came 
from the N.E. and it was frightful. 
We reached the “Oregon” Roadhouse 
tonight for 32 miles from our starting 
point this morning.  Since leaving 
Quartz Creek we have traveled either 
along the beach, on the lagoons or 
tundra.  The mountains are from 
5 to 10 miles back from the beach 
The Lagoons run parallel with the 
sea shore and are separated only 
by a raised sand beach, thus: 
[captions:]  Tundra Lagoon  beach. Sea. 
On the tundra also we crossed many 
lakes- now frozen to the bottom – but 
in the summer filled with grass, water, 
ducks & geese, swan, crane &c 
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We met Thos Noyes & his native 
“Killewaluck”, at the Seattle roadhouse 
& he came on to this place with us. 
 -13th- 

Left Oregon roadhouse this morning 
at 9 and ran into Teller at 12:30 or 
20 miles in 3 ½ hours.  Beautiful 
yet cloudy.  Could see Cape York & 
Cape Prince of Wales.  Crossed Port 
Clarence bay on the ice.  Took our 
lunch with Tom Wilson – Bill 
Fifes cousin & a Tacoma man 
Dinner with W. J. Rogers – also a 
Tacoma man & one of our friends 
and am staying tonight with Ike 
Evans,  Dep. Marshal – a Tacoma 
man and one of my friends.  He & 
his little wife have a beautiful 
little home here. 
     Bill at roadhouse “Oregon” 
$9 – paid by Louis. 
 -14th- 
Left Teller this morning in a snow 
storm – traveled across the ice to the 
Teller Reindeer Station, and 
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reached there at 10 oclock & remained 
for lunch.  The station consists of 
a long one story house, on the edge 
of the beach & tundra, and there at on 
four smaller cabins for stables.  Just 
to the east of the station is the graveyard. 
Met Mr & Mrs Brevig, & three children 
Mr. Klemsmith – from Teller.  The 
reindeer herd is over in the Agiapuk 
The snow storm increasing we employ 
=ed our Eskimo boy to guide us across 
the tundra and lagoons to the next 
roadhouse.  We reached this house 
just at dusk, - the wind raging but the 
snow ceased falling : The “Windy Igloo” 
is situated on the sandspit 26 mi 
from Teller, & 25 from Cape York 
It is a wooden den in the sandbar 
built of drift wood which lines the 
outer beach.  2 rooms – one for dogs 
& the other for the host & travelers. 
2 men (white in color) and an Eskimo 
woman occupied it.  Wind rising 
fast & storm pending.  Louis 
paid bill at Teller = $10.00 
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 -15th- 
The wind is raging this morning – coming 
down from the north, catching up the 
new fallen snow of yesterday & whirling 
it along on the ground in dense clouds 
It is impossible to face it – or to travel 
& as it has driven the ice off shore &  
we must go overland most of the  
way to Cape York in order to get 
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around the headlands, - we will 
not move from “Windy Igloo” today. 
Louis paid our Eskimo guide 
- name “Sooluk” $5.00  We  
had seal meat for breakfast this 
morning.  It tasted somewhat like 
calves liver – also slight taste of 
fish – but it is tender & good. 
 -16th- 
Wind still blowing a gale & thermometer 
46° below zero.  “Sooluk” left us 
& went back home – but we will not 
go for we may have to go several miles 
inland & the wind, cold & snow make 
it very dangerous – so we will rem 
=ain here another day. 
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 -17th- 
Wind abated somewhat & we will try 
to go the beach around headlands 
between here and Cape York.  The ice 
has gone out f before the strong north 
wind, and we may have to go over the 
hills.  If so it will be a hard, long & 
cold trip – Unable to get away today 
on account of the razors in the wind 
& flying snow.  Read “The Little Minister”, 
& “The Crown of Straw”. 
 -18th- 
Wind & storm so far abated that 
we are loading to go – will try to go 
around the headlands for we can see 
that the ice has come in again.  We 
owe the Keeper of the “Windy Igloo” the 
sum of $38.00 but do not pay it 
until we come back. 
     Beautiful morning – clear – sun up at 
9 oclock – long ride on ice between 
Windy Igloo & Cape York.  After 
passing the Cape we met violent 
winds & flying snow - & also rough 
ice – thence into Cape York – town – it 
was a struggle & we reached there at 
1 oclock – cold & sore – Went to 
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Armands – Mr & Mrs Armand 
and daughter Emma – son in Nome. 
Mr. Armand tells me that the two jade 
peices which he gave me 14 years ago 
- chisel and adze blade – came from a 
mound 2 ½ miles above Abrieme 
- Vancouvers Island – at the confluence 
of Sumas & Sproat rivers – 
 -19th- 
Wind blew a hurricane all night & 
yet this morning.  It is Sunday, too 
so we will not go on to the Cape today 

although it is but 15 miles, & good 
trail.  It is bitter cold, & snow is 
boiling out of the gulches. 
There are but two families left in 
York – where a year ago they had 
great expectations as a mining camp. 
It is the windiest spot on earth. 
 -20th- 
Left Cape York – or rather the 
mouth of York river this morning 
at 9 oclock in an icy blast for 
the straits.  We ran to the Indian 
Village Pelezerut – 5 miles 
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then hired Eskimo boy as guide 
A bitter storm was raging – wind 
fog & snow – as we rounded the 
Cape.  Great masses of ice piled 
on shore – rough – broken – wind 
from all directions – such a 
storm as greeted the daughter of 
Herodias (See 1st Chap. of the 
Wandering Jew).  Rounded the 
most westerly point of either of 
the American continents in this 
terrible storm & reached Mr Lopp 
at 3 oclock – received a warm 
welcome – white bear steak for 
supper and reindeer for breakfast. 
 -21st- 
Wrote letter to Debbie & sent out 
to Cape York p. b. by some Eskimo 
boys.  Attended an Eskimo dance 
this afternoon in the “Koz-ga”.  Will 
describe it in my Notes – Bringing 
some curios – or rather ethnological 
specimens from the natives. 
 
Attended dance in Eskimo “Koz-ga 
& treated to a case of hardtack. 
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 -22- 
Attended native dance in “Koz-ge” 
Buying specimens of Eskimo 
work all day – gave another 
case of hard tack – to the Koz ge 
nearest to the hill. 
 
 23rd 
Visited many native houses today 
with “Ok-ba-ok”, the chief & 
bought some fine jade specimens. 
 24th 
Finished visiting the native houses 
with Ok-bá-ok.  We did not miss 
 a house, and I talked (through the 
interpreter) with them & their mode 

- 18 - 



 

Alaska State Library – Historical Collections   Diary of James Wickersham 
MS 107 Diary 3   September 30, 1901 through February 12, 1902 

of life – hunting – sealing & working 
     Visited the “Koz ge” & found it full 
of workers – at mid afternoon - & 
tonight attend a reception there 
- music – dancing – theatricals, 
feasting.  As each family came in 
it was received by the drummers & 
singers & those coming in danced. 
After the feast for those “received” they 
departed in the same order with 
music, & dancing. 
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 -25th- 
Went out 3 miles on the ice 
this forenoon to the drift ice. 
Current toward the north at 
the rate of one miles in 2 hours 
measured by watch & walking. 
Current filled to the brim with 
ice – broken – floes & slush 
Grand & magnificent stream 
of ice flowing northward. 
Spent the evening with Ok-bā-ok 
writing a vocabulary. 
 -Sunday 26th- 
Spent day writing notes & in 
afternoon went to Indian church. 
Went to afternoon church service 
with Mr. Lopp.  Eskimo girl played 
the organ, and the natives sang without 
hesitancy both religious and national 
songs – I spoke to them for half 
an hour on the laws of Alaska 
- a native offered prayer.  It 
was a strange meeting here on 
the westernmost point of the 
American continent.  Mr Lopp 
acted as interpreter for me & also 
made a speech to them 
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 -27th- 
Bad weather to this date – dreadful 
winds – snow & too inclement to 
hunt.  This evening, however, is clear 
calm & colder & I hope tomorrow will 
be nice.  If so I will climb the mountain 
& make Kodak views around the cape. 
Today I worked on vocabulary with 
Ok-bā-ok the chief – with the assistance 
of M. Lopp & Louis Lane.  The Eskimo 
have already brought in some seals 
Wrote a letter to Debbie tonight and 
it will go to Nome by Eskimo carrier 
tomorrow.  Have made arrangements 
to go up coast 35 miles to Mr Lopps rein 
=deer herd & thence with reindeer & sleds 
with native drivers across country to 

Teller – in about a week.  Am getting 
a fine collection of Eskimo curios 
- many jade specimens – old Russian 
bells – dated 1817, &c.  Louis will 
go from here – when I go north – straight 
down coast to Teller & wait for me. 
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 28th 
Beautiful clear cold morning 
7 oclock : Everybody from the Eskimo 
village going out on the ice – men 
women & children – singing & happy 
harvest day for fish & seal. 
Mr. Lopp, Mrs. Bernhardi & I go 
to the top of the mountain. 
 THE CADET  
We reached the top of the highest peak 
just east of the cape at 11 oclock 
& from its summit could see Berings 
Sea at our feet, and to the southward 
across the ice floes King Island. 
To the north spread the Arctic Ocean 
which we could see from almost at 
the foot of the mountain as far as the eye 
could reach.  To the west Berings 
straits filled with ice, the Diomede 
Islands & looming over them the 
high land of East Cape of Asia. 
Standing upon the spot where 

Diary 3,  1902 
january28b 

Eugene Sue declares the daughter of 
Herodias stood as she gazed upon  
the “Wandering Jew” on East Cape 
We, too, distinctly saw that head land 
of the old World.  At one glance to see 
America and Asia – the Arctic Ocean 
Berings Straits and Berings sea is an 
incident to be remembered.  The Straits 
are filled with floating ice, - the Eskimos 
go out - & did today – for miles to hunt 
seal.  They often cross to the islands 
on the floating ice, and many have 
crossed to Asia with dog teams on 
the solid ice.  – Such an excursion is 
most common, though, in the summer 
when the journey is made in one day 
in their boats.  While on the mountain 
today I named it “THE CADET,” & 
carved the words on a flat granite slab 
on its very summit.  It is as clean 
 & graceful as a cadet – its symmetry 
suggested the name & I shall write 
to the Dept.s at Washington & try  & 
have the name perpetuated.  If 
“The Cadet” looks down upon the Cape Prince 
of Wales it will! 

Diary 3,  1902  -29th- 

- 19 - 



 

Alaska State Library – Historical Collections   Diary of James Wickersham 
MS 107 Diary 3   September 30, 1901 through February 12, 1902 
january29and30 Hurt my eye with flying fragment of 

granite in carving name yesterday 
on the mountain – and this morning it 
pains me very much.  Took dozen views 
with Kodak today – think some are good. 
An Eskimo hunter – “Nā-dak-{tax-ite}-sot 
failed to get off the mooring ice in the 
straits this evening – he was wet to his 
waist, and will have to remain out 
on the floating ice all night.  He was 
once before out for three days & nights. 
 -30th- 
Nothing seen or heard of the lost 
hunter “Na – tax – ite”.  The natives 
refuse to go out with boats, which 
they say would be crushed.  The wind 
changed from south to east last night 
& they now think he will reach either 
the Diomedes or East Cape. 
Natives are often carried away & reach 
Point Hope, the Diomedes, Siberia 
or even points far down the Bering 
sea.  Natives from the Asiatic shore 
are likewise carried off to this shore. 
Writing vocabulary & collecting 
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 31st 
     Nothing from the lost native yet. 
I am about ready to go home.  I have 
made all the purchases I care to & 
can do but little with the vocabulary 
for want of time & a quiet place to do 
the work.  Then I am annoyed by 
Louis & his dogs.  He seems to think 
I ought to surrender my comfort to that 
of the dogs & fills my room with them. 
He has grown cranky about it and 
has made me very uncomfortable for 
the last two or three days & I am 
determined now to go as soon as possible 
& escape further annoyance.  We will 
start probably Monday morning. 
 -Febry 1- 
Worked today burning out two earthen 
pots from an old kitchen – where they 
are buried in sand.  Attended a dance 
at the Koz-ge tonight & also the 
athletes exhibitions there this after 
=noon.  The reindeer came in 
today to take me out on trip on 
Monday- 
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 Sunday Feb. 2nd 
A bright day but so windy & cold 
that it was impossible to go about 
with comfort.  5° below zero &  
blowing a gale from the east.  If 

it is quiet tomorrow we will start 
home.  I only need to dig out 
the two pots & pack my curios 
& we can start in an hour.  The 
trip has been all I expected only 
that I did not get to hunt.  I 
had hoped, too, that some unusual 
condition might enable us to 
cross to the Diomedes on the ice – 
but the loss of Na-tax-ite has 
scared me out from sealing on 
the ice pack & no weather fit for 
hunting white bear has favored us 
in that respect.  I am getting 
anxious, too, about my outside 
mail, which ought to be in Nome 
by this time.  So will probably 
pack and go:  Recd. long letter from 
Mrs. Bernhardi, the government 
Eskimo teacher here, today – it is a 
tale of woe – she ought to have been born a man 
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 -3rd- 
Spend today in preparation for 
our return journey to begin tomorr 
=ow.  Failed to get the pots thawed 
out, & will only have two to take 
with me.  Everything else that I want 
& have had a pleasant & profitable 
(from an ethnological standpoint) visit. 
Have been treated with the kindest con 
=sideration by Mr & Mrs Lopp & 
feel under many obligations to them. 
 -4th- 
Beautiful morning - 16° below 
zero & we start for Cape York. 
Mr. Lopp goes with us – several 
reindeer & sleds go also. 
We left the Cape about noon – the 
Eskimo driver ahead on his sled. 
I followed on sled, & Mrs. Bernhardi 
& Mr Lopp followed on separate sleds 
Louis followed behind with the 
dog team.  It was a beautiful day 
- clear & cold – a cloudless sky & 
the thermometer 16° below zero.  We 
went east along the Arctic shore & 
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across the tundra until we reached 
passed around the mountain mass which 
constitutes the highland of the Cape & thence 
crossed southward to the Bering Sea 
beach & thence along the beach to York. 
I made several exposures with the 
Kodak to get photographs of  “the Cadet” 
& the Cape, - hope I succeeded.  I 
enjoyed the reindeer sled ride very 
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much.  Went to Armands for the 
night.  Said to Mr & Mrs. Armand 
that I would appoint him a bailiff 
in court for the Feb. term beginning 17th 
 -5th- 
We left York this morning in 
company with Humber, the mail 
carrier, who had a dog team of 
5 dogs to sled.  Made a rapid 
run to Teller, which we reached 
tonight at 7:30 – traveled 50 miles. 
Stopped over at Brevigs – Teller 
Reindeer station for supper & a 
rest - & came rest of the way 
- 8 miles across the bay after 
dark in snow storm.  Went to 
Ike Evans & staid all night – had 
a refreshing sleep in a good bed. 
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 -6th- 
Left Teller early & ran all day & 
reached the California road house 
for the night – 50 miles out of 
Teller.  We saw a snowy or 
Arctic owl & Louis killed a 
white fox with the Gun – but it was 
fast in a trap. 
 -7th- 
We left the California roadhouse 
at 6:30 this morning & got into 
Nome this afternoon at 3 oclock 
- 40 miles. = 140 miles in  
3 days – from York river to Nome 
& I ran with the dogs a fair part 
of the time – at least a fourth - & 
that too at 6 miles an hour. 
I found only one outside mail in 
& no letter from home.  Another 
mail is expected hourly – expected! 
News by telegraph today that 
Judge Noyes has been removed by 
the President – but the information 
lacks authenticity.  Wrote Debbie a 
short letter – took bath – put on 
clean clothes – am now in clean 
nightgown & in bed – good night. 
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 -8th- 
Found that an outside mail had 
reached here some days ago & some 
letters were awaiting me, but none 
from home.  Several from Eagle. 
Appointed Major Strong jury 
Comr. & started to work promptly. 
Another mail reported near & will 
be in in a day or two – Report that 
Judge Noyes has been removed 

by the President seems doubtful. 
spent the day in arranging my 
room – bought a new desk & 
put in - & put up Eskimo curios. 
 
My trip to the Cape has been of great 
service to me in my study of American 
ethnology:  I conclude from a careful 
examination of the conditions there & in 
Alaska generally that there was no 
obstacle to the migration of the Mongolian 
people via the straits to America. 
such a migration necessarily result 
=ed from the presence of people there 
for there are enforced migrants every 
year carried to the opposite shores 
from the seal hunters on the floating ice. 
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 Sunday 9th 
Have been arranging my Eskimo 
collection on the walls of my room 
at the Golden Gate hotel.  Took dinner 
at Capt. Hansons – present Mr & Mrs Crane, 
Mr & Mrs. Carter, Dr. Call, Mrs. Hoggatt, 
Mrs. Burrill, the Capt. & I – “Gee” did 
himself proud – and he thanked me for 
the nice letter I wrote him acknowledging 
his Christmas cake.    New “Rules of 
Court” printed – a good job. 
 10th 
No mail yet – although expected hourly. 
Court business beginning slowly – 
Attended “roof garden party” (really 
a beer garden function) given by the K. 
of P. at Golden Gate Hotel tonight. 
Since I went away the Golden Gate hall 
has been enlarged to twice its former size, 
and yet it was crowded to suffocation. 
 -11th- 
Mail!  The long delayed and 
wished for outside mail has just 
arrived, and is partly distributed. 
I am in receipt of a letter from Heilig 
announcing that Judge Noyes has 
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been removed by the President. 
on Dec. 14th.  Have also a good 
long letter from Senator Foster of 
date Nov. 12, saying that I would 
probably be assigned to Nome 
although he had then no certain 
information about it.  The Senator 
says that during his conference with the 
Atty Genl. the latter read him a telegram 
from one of the San Fran. commercial Companies 
asking that I be transferred to Nome – this 
must have been Capt. Hibbards telegram, 
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for the petition, telegrams, letters &c. &c. 
from the bar, companies & people of 
Nome did not leave here until Oct. 30, 
on the “Barbara Hunster” & could not 
have reached Washington before some 
time in the first of December.  The removal 
of Judge Noyes on the 14th of Dec. must 
have been after all these had been in  
the hands of the President – so that it 
looks as if I am liable to remain here. 
   Heilig send me Claypools reports 
for approval – and writes of the murder of one 
Christianson by Harry Owens, who is 
now in jail for the crime.  I also recd. 
$1268.50 – salary for April Mch, May & June 1901. 
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Received short letter from Debbie with 
the bad news that Howard is again very 
ill – this time with pleurisy.  Dr. Yocum 
has attended him - & it was necessary to 
pierce his lung with a needle – but with 
favorable results.  She writes me that he 
is some better – but not yet out of danger. 
I pray that he may recover – our other son 
died in my absence and it is too much for 
the mother to bear alone.  She writes me that 
Darrell is doing well this year – Good! 
Received a very pleasant letter from 
Leigh Hunt, at Chennelp[?], Korea – forw 
=arded by Gov. McGraw at Seattle. 
 -12th- 
Held court this forenoon and called the 
motion calendar: dictated letters to George 
all afternoon, in answer to yesterdays 
mail.  Blizzard prevailed all day, but 
clear and still tonight.  Sat for picture 
at photographer today – my Kodak views  
are much better than I expected – of the Cape. 
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back cover map 

[captions:]  Tundra   Cape Prince of Wales 
The Cadet, 2600 ft 
East Cape    Diomedes   Fairway 
Cape Prince of Wales 
 
Rognon 
July 19, 1901 
$2475.  E. G. R. 
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[blank] 
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things easily 
forgotten 

[No. of Watch Case] 2070. 
[No. of Works] 276772, Rockford 
[My Weight on] Feb 12, 1902.   166 ½  [lbs.] 
[This book belongs to] James Wickersham 
   Nome, Alaska 
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[Wed. Feb. 12, 1902] 
Heard application for return of 
license money & other matters today. 
Began to take regular physical culture 
lessons:  Writing & mailing letters – 
Another mail reported at Port Safety – 
in tomorrow – older than last one. 
[Thursday 13] 
Everything here is in a state of 
doubt about the trial of Judge 
Noyes, Woods, Frost & Geary at 
S. F.  All kinds of rumors are 
afloat – that Judge N. has been 
removed – sentenced to jail for 
18 mo. &c.  The Marshals office 
here has exerted itself to prevent 
my assignment to this district, 
& sent out letters &c. 
[Fri. Feb. 14, 1902] 
Another mail in today – but is 
older than last – was passed 
by last on road.  Brought me 
much Eagle City official mail. 
Several cases for decision – the 
old Case of Allen v Myers – &c. 
Heilig send Comr. & his reports, 
orders for expenses &c. - which 
I am busy signing & returning. 
No mail from home. 
[Saturday 15] 
Busy with official mail and 
official matters from Eagle. 
Am taking physical training 
from expert & rub-down – it 
is helping me very much. 
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[Sun. Feb. 16, 1902] 
Took dinner with Chinese  
residents of  Nome tonight 
Capt. Hansen, Turners, Cranes, 
Hoggetts, Dorhmans, Grigsby 
Kelly, Call.  Splendid dinner 
- 17 courses in full Chinese 
style. 
     Ready for court tomorrow 
but still busy with mail. 
[Monday 17] 
First day of February Term. 
Opened court today & made 
a good start.  Mail in 

again – good letter from 
Debbie – but older than 
last one – it contained two 
letters from the boys – one from 
each.  Darrells letter is very 
satisfactory – he stood 2 in 
Mech. Draw. in Oct & 35 general 
Howard wrote me a beautiful 
little letter – how anxious I am 
to hear that he is well. 
[Tues. Feb. 18, 1902] 
Am getting court to working  
nicely – every thing going as I 
want it – jury next week, but 
trying cases without jury now. 
Answering letters &c.  Attend 
Dr. S. J. Calls dinner party 
tonight at A.C. Co. quarters. 
[Wednesday 19] 
Attended Calls birthday party last 
night – Mr & Mrs Turner, Mr & Mrs 
Strong, Mr & Mrs. Miller, Mr & Mrs 
Crane, &c &c.  Sent Heilig 
money orders for $425.80 amount 
of loan on Aug. 3, 1901- in full. 
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[Thur. Feb. 20, 1902] 
Working in court hard – 
Great ball in hotel {last} tonight – it 
was the “Chechaco” Ball – the first 
hour was given up to the new scholars 
from the dancing classes – and the 
judges are {were} “fixed” to give Judge Crane 
the first prize and Gordon of the 
Clerks office the “booby” prize – They 
are both “jolly good fellows,” but not 
terpschicorean artists by any means – 
Did not go – but went in a few 
minutes when prize dances on. 
[Friday 21] 
Sent out mail today – nice long letter 
to Debbie – with photograph & 2 pictures 
of Cape Prince of Wales.  Hearing 
case of Spaulding v. A. C. Co. 
Attended the musical of the 
Philharmonic club – at Golden Gate 
Hall – a splendid treat of music 
[Sat. Feb. 22, 1902] 
Court all day – refused to grant 
continuances in many cases – 
- there is an evident inclination 
to postpone them – Am making 
them try them - or dismiss - 
[Sunday 23] 
Worked all day on paper for 
Monday night – will also send 
it to Magazine – descriptive of 
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my trip to Cape Prince of Wales. 
 
Sent Debbie a photo of self & a 
letter by carrier via Katmai. 
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[Mon. Feb 24, 1902] 
Jury today and have begun on 
jury cases, - one tried today – 
    Am somewhat annoyed at 
the fact (though I do not know that 
it is surprising) that Stevens and 
Marshal Richards are sending 
out everything possible to prevent  
my assignment to this district. 
They both have reason to fear my 
presence here – and are using the 
opinions in the Wild Goose Min Co 
v. Heman, the California Fraction 
opinion & the fact that I went to 
Cape Prince of Wales with Louis 
Lane as evidence that I am under 
the influence of that faction. 
Delivered address last night 
(Monday) before large audience in 
Standard Theatre on “Kingegan: 
A Study of the Eskimo”. 
Jury case today – and finished 
Admiralty case Spaulding vs. A 
C. Co. tonight.  Judge & Mrs Reed, 
Mr. & Mrs. Rinehart & Hannum 
to dinner with tonight 
[Wed. Feb. 25, 1902] 
There has been much talk this 
week about the high handed proceed 
=ings conducted by Fink and Daly 
at Council City in throwing one Lena[?] 
Walton & French employes off a 
mining claim by force & bribery. 
There has been much suppressed 
excitement over it, and many 
dark and mysterious hints of 
controling the courts and juries. 
     Jury trial each day – one tried 
and ended today. 
[Thursday 27] 
Jury trial today.  Getting some 
letters ready to go out to Heilig 
& sending my paper on the 
Eskimo to C. A. Snowden with 
request to have it published 
in magazine. 
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Two jury trials set for today 
dismissed by parties.  Affidavits 
in Ophir creek cases against Fink 
& Daly very true – but still bad 
enough on matter of force.  They 
do not contain any assertions against 

me as was generally reported.  I 
had McGinn prepared and intended 
to go after them hard – but there is 
so little to it!  This is the meanest 
town for small talk I ever knew. 
Letter to Debbie & Snowden today 
Also to Heilig. 
[Sat. March 1] 
Hell of a time in the case of Wild Goose Co. 
v. Walton.  I instructed Dist. Atty. 
to prosecute Fink & Daly for contempt 
& gave Bruner such a lecture that 
he won’t forget it for many aday- 
They brought out a scandalous 
remark by Fink that the W. G. Co. 
had money to control the court – jury 
& everybody else, - & on top of it Daly 
& Fink took forcible possession of 
the mine.  I ordered it restored &c 
hard at work trying cases – hope 
this slap at Scandal will at least 
make the lawyers more careful. 
[Sun. March 2, 1902] 
McGinn, Dist. Atty. left last night or 
early this morning for Council city to 
get testimony in contempt cases vs. 
Fink & Daly. 
Worked all day on Allen v Myers 
from Rampart.  Invited to take 
dinner with Capt. Hanson & friends 
but declined – suit pending before me 
& there is too much small talk 
by long tongued narrow minded men. 
They don’t seem to have anything else 
to do in the winter season – 
[Monday 3] 
Outside mail in this morning 
Telegrams from Heilig saying 
that Howard died on Jany 1st – 
Oh my son, my son. Would to God 
I had died for them[?] and I would 
as willingly have done it for the 
light of my life is gone – 
I held sweet Clydes hand until 
she died – and am robbed the 
last look from my sons eyes – 
Oh Howard – Howard – will I 
never see your sweet face again. 
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[Tues. March 4, 1902] 
Yesterday morning I called court 
and adjourned & no one knew of 
my loss.  This morning I called court 
& the members of the bar offered some 
resolution of condolence & court 
again took recess for a day. 
     Was to have gone to Mrs Turners 
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to a dinner tonight – sent my 
excuses. 
[Thur. March 6, 1902] 
Decided the Rampart 
mining case of Allen v Myers 
in favor of intervenor Garratt. 
[Friday 7] 
Sent out telegram today to 
Heilig to telegraph from Eagle to 
Mrs. Wickersham to come in on 
the first boat. 
Beautiful party at hotel tonight 
in honor of Mrs Daggetts & Dr. Rin 
=ingers birthdays – was invited to 
sit at Mrs D  right but did not 
attend.  Did look in while at ball. 
Jury case hung until 12 oclock 
midnight – discharged them. 
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Worked all day like a slave 
in court – Went over & called 
on Mrs. Crane and spent the  
evening with her. 
    Proofs presented to show that 
the Wild Goose Co had returned the 
possession of #19 Ophir Creek to 
those from whom it was forcibly taken 
by Fink & Daly – I made them pay 
all costs & return every thing exactly 
as it was when taken. 
[Sunday 9] 
Attended a meeting at Golden Gate 
lodge room & assisted in organizing 
Elks lodge.  Worked all day on 
opinion in admiralty case.  Took 
dinner with Judge & Mrs. Reed. 
Mail in – received telegram from 
Heilig saying that dispatches recd 
at Eagle, Feb. 10, that I was transferred 
to Nome – second division – but 
no other or certain news of any  
such transfer. 
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[Wed. March 12, 1902] 
Hard at work in court – but the 
work this term does not compare 
with that last – Am getting 
toward the end of the cases. 
More are going over till July 
than I expected. 
[Thursday 13] 
Attended vaudeville show at  
the Standard Theatre & was a 
guest of Mr & Mrs Crane, with 
Mrs. Turner, & Mr Daly 
& Mr Orton.  Then took lunch 
with the Cranes- 
[Saturday 15] 

Delivered opinion in “Louise” case 
(Spaulding v. A. C. Co.) holding that 
beachcombers who threw line to 
barge coming ashore not entitled 
to salvage.  Hardest days work 
this term today. 
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[Sun. March 16, 1902] 
Mrs. Daggett is surprised by 
her husband today – this evening 
with a dinner – I am to attend- 
Afterwards the party are my guests 
at box at Musicale in Golden Gate 
Hall. 
Capt. Hanson & others urging me to be a 
candidate for Delegate to Congress- 
Decline positively as I prefer the 
Judgeship – Hanson is the best 
man in my judgment. 
[Monday 17th] 
St Patricks day – Held court 
all day & tried jury case- 
  Another mail in yesterday, but 
none from home – nothing important. 
Looked in on the ball in Hotel 
ballroom & had several friends, 
Mr & Mrs Turner, Mr & Mrs Hoggatt 
Mr & Mrs Crane, Capt. Hansen 
Dr Call & others up to spend an 
hour in my rooms. 
 
Trial U.S. v. Thomasin. 
[Tues. March 18, 1902] 
Trial McAlone v Smith. 
W. F. Hiatt came in from Rampart 
with papers in case of Garratt vs. 
Belsea, - mining case asking for 
injunction &c. 
     Went to bed early – No news, 
in letters from Rampart except 
private assurances of my transfer 
to Nome – Judge Noyes, however, 
had not been removed at last work 
- The matter is not ended – He may 
be sent back to Alaska – 
[Wednesday 19] 
Granted injunction and appointed 
Dribelbis receiver in Garratt vs. 
Belsea, from Rampart – receiver 
to wash out “dump” only- 
Will attend Capt. Hansens dinner 
- public dinner to give him a 
testimonial, tonight. 
Hansons dinner a great success 
and compliment to him.  I was invited 
to make a few impromptu remarks which 
I did & pleased him very much – 75 
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representative men of Nome present. 
   Mrs. Daggatt had “Charlie” the Eskimo boy 
whom I have assisted to hospital &c. where his 
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leg was removed to a dinner with his Eskimo 
friends yesterday.  I christened him Chalie 
Daggatt, - and both Mr & Mrs D  permitted 
it, and seemed rather pleased over it. 
He is getting well and strong & will soon be 
able to go back to his own people. 
[Friday 21] 
Court business light this week, 
but am massing it so that here 
=after it will be better arranged, 
and expect to keep jury busy for 
three weeks more & then let it 
go – Grand jury Monday. 
[Sat. March 22, 1902] 
Call of docket today – Am much 
interested in an important case involving 
constitutionality of license laws –  
which will be appealed.  I am studying 
it to prepare a fair opinion. 
     A few days ago Capt. Hanson started 
a talk in favor of my candidacy for delegate 
to Congress if the Bill passes to permit it – the 
movement seems to be growing and many 
persons kindly urge it upon me – I fail 
to see the advantage of surrendering the 
judgeship for it: although it has an 
alluring look. 
[Sunday 23] 
Slept till noon – prepared my charge 
to the Grand Jury which meets tomorrow 
called on Sullivan, who is sick, and 
had long talk with him about the 
Delegate to Congress – he advised 
as my own judgment dictates – a 
calm wait for the turn of events. 
Am to take dinner tonight with 
Mr & Mrs Turner, in honor of 
Capt. Hanson. 
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Grand Jury – charged & appointed A.E. 
Sunderhof foreman – he is the manager 
of French-Walton interests in suit of Wild 
Goose Co. v. French & Walton & is to marry 
Margaret Fink!  Pretty near killed two birds 
with one stone!  Dinner to Capt Han 
=sen in my rooms last night {(Saturday)} 
was fine. 
Ladies dressed in Danish peasant costumes 
- Danish dinner &c to a Danish gentleman 
Wild Goose Co v. French on trial. 
Better feeling growing out of actions 
of Fink & Daly at Council. 
[Tuesday 25] 
Wild Goose Co. v. French fight on. 

Capt. Hansen left for St Micheal. 
Elks ball – I must attend 
being head of organization. 
 
Papers (News) today announces my 
candidacy – or rather their desire 
that I be a candidate for Delegate 
to Congress – I am going to 
keep perfectly silent. 
[Wed. March 26, 1902] 
Trial of Wild Goose Co v. French 
being fought bitterly – I am, 
of course, embarrassed very  much 
by Daly & Finks foolishness & talk 
at Council & find it very hard to 
be fair and unprejudiced in the 
case. 
     Indictments returned against 
half a dozen parties by Grand Jury. 
[Thursday] 
Trial Wild Goose Co v. French. 
Was surprised to receive a call 
from Mrs Magnus Kjelsberg at 
noon asking to see me privately in 
evening:  She came & after a long 
preliminary statement told me that 
she & Magnus were not married 
& asked me to meet them at McKays 
-Hospital – on Monday evening at 
6 oclock and marry them.  I agreed 
to do so – in presence of McKay & 
wife. 
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[Fri. March 28, 1902] 
Wild Goos Min & T. Co. v. French – all day 
Arraignment of criminals on indictments. 
Sent Carpenter to Insane Asylum – frozen man. 
“News” pushing my candidacy for Congress - 
I fear that I must soon do something! 
- but what I do not yet conclude- 
Interviews by business men strong 
for me – but and efforts to organize 
a boom. 
[Saturday 29] 
Wild Goose Co v French 
Trial all day – arguments till 
7 oclock – then supper and then 
instructed jury – verdict at 2 
oclock for plaintiffs.  A 
hard weeks work. 
[Sun. March 30, 1902] 
Seething, writhing, twisting blizzard 
raging today – Took dinner with 
Perkins, of N.W. Com. Co. & later with 
Mr & Mrs Daggett, Mr & Mrs Kjelsbertg & Johnson. 
 
Telephone message that mails are coming 
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- are at Solomon river – probably in tomorrow 
several hundred pounds via 
Illiamna & the Kuskokwim 
tundra route. 
[Monday 31] 
Meinbrig[?] & McKnight plead guilty to 
larceny – Meinbrig[?] 4 years, McK. 1 yr. 
 
Married Magnus Kjelsberg 
and Olga Riskin 
in presence of Mr & Mrs Mc 
Kay – at the Hospital bldg. 
 
They gave me a beautiful diamond 
stud – We had a fine dinner. 
Attended the A. B. Ball. 

Diary 4,  1902 
april01and02and03
and04 

[Tues. April 1, 1902] 
Criminal cases all day. 
[Wednesday 2] 
Darrells Birthday. 
First of the Iliamna route mail in 
and a letter from Debbie dated Jany 17 
She evidently bears up for she started 
to Annapolis to remain near Darrell 
till spring.  She went by San Francisco 
& the So. Pac. & New Orleans.  It is a great 
relief to know that she did not break down 
for I feared that more than anything else. 
Much other mail – but not distributed yet. 
 
Nothing official in this mail. 
[Thur. April 3, 1902] 
Preparing opinion in U.S. v. Binns 
involving constitutionality of license laws. 
Decided a civil cause tried yesterday 
without jury – Another mail coming 
in from outside – will be here tomorrow 
spend evening with Mr & Mrs. Crane. 
[Friday 4] 
Trial of U.S v. Shaugnessy – 
all day – and at night. 
“Oo-kwed-luk” – “the Rabbit” an 
Eskimo boy from Shismaref Inlet 
- “Ip-now-ruk” brought me pkg. 
of Eskimo pictures & maps drawn 
by his father – “E-too-ach-in-na” – 
the Eskimo chief at “Ip-now-ruk”. 
Sent the old man sugar – tea 
& tobacco as a present. 
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[Sat. April 5, 1902] 
Shaugnessy case until noon & 
then Law & Motion Calendar. 
Jury out in Shaughnessy case. 
 
Mrs. E{mma} D{oonbury} called, - strenuous. 
she is dangerous – put her out! 

 
[Sunday 6] 
Jury in Shaughnessy case out 
all night & came in with a  
verdict today at 10.30 a.m. 
Guilty assault with dangerous 
weapon. 
[Mon. April 7, 1902] 
Jury cases today – 
Capt. Walker for dinner. 
[Tuesday 8] 
U.S. v. Leipp. 
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[Wed. April 9, 1902] 
Teipleman v A.C.Co. 
2nd trial and 2nd  
hung jury. 
[Thursday 10] 
Leipp v. Evn[?] 
[Fri. April 11, 1902] 
Waterbury v. Ferguson 
Hard at work all week – every 
night – one night jury reported 
at 2 oclock – next night 
at 11.30. 
[Saturday 12] 
Waterbury v. Ferguson – 
Instructed jury in Waterbury v. Ferguson- 
to return a verdict for plaintiff. 
 
At midnight there is a glow almost 
of sunset in the north – so rapidly 
does the sun travel north to gladden 
& revivify the Arctic after the 
long drear and cold winter. 
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[Sun. April 13, 1902] 
At work on motion for new trial 
in Black v. Teeters. 
 
Great black places on mountain 
- noticed them today – snow melted 
off in last two days – spring 
day of warm winds. 
Have determined, if I can, to get 
papers here to support V. T. 
Hoggatt, for Congress.  he 
resembles Frank Cushman 
[Monday 14] 
Prepared opinion in Black v 
Teeters on motion for new trial. 
Short cases in court today. 
[Tues. April 15, 1902] 
Mrs. Daggett brot. “Charlie Daggett,” the 
Eskimo boy in & I got Louis Lane to 
let him sleep with other Eskimo at his 
place & he eats in hotel Kitchen. 
We are giving him instructions, tools 
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&c. to assist him in his native carving 
and etching for which he shows a talent. 
Gave him clothes &c. &c. his leg is now 
healed – left leg amputated, & think 
he will soon be self supporting. 
[Wednesday 16] 
Beautiful weather for some days – 
clear, warm, and snow melting. 
Spring has come – 
Busy every hour in courts. 
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Began trial U.S. v. Wright for 
embezzlement – he was Postmaster 
at Nome – defalcation $4000 & over 
     Beautiful – warm day. 
Major & Mrs Strong took dinner 
with me, - we talked about the 
candidacy of Hoggett for Congress 
 
Council City News editorially endor 
=ses me for Congress, - sorry 
I cannot run. 
[Friday 18] 
U.S. v. Wright for embezzlement 
on trial – hard fight. 
 
Dinner with Mr & Mrs Daggett, 
Mr & Mrs Crane & her brother 
Mr Kepner present also 
- then went to vaudeville at 
Standard Theatre. 
     Like young Kepner very 
well – they degrade him by 
calling him “Bud” – 
[Sat. April 19, 1902] 
Trial of U.S v. Joseph H. Wright. 
After cause went to jury – one hour – I 
met McR  in lobby of Golden G. H.  He asked 
me if I knew how jury stood – told me 8 to 4 for 
acquittal – that he had list of talesmen a week 
- sent Griggs out for 8 best – 5 “bum stews – 
3 men put on those he had picked – was 
in nature of apology – said McGinn 
was mad – only thing I said that 
I noticed they all came “from one place” 
meaning Joe. Jordans saloon. 
[Sunday 20] 
Mr & Mrs Hoggatt for dinner last 
night. 

Diary 4,  1902 
april21and22and23
and24 

[Mon. April 21, 1902] 
Trial U.S. v Wagner 
 Verdict “guilty.” 
[Tuesday 22] 
Trial U.S. v Pratt. 
 Verdict “not guilty” 
[Wed. April 23, 1902] 
Trials of various kinds – 

Discharged the jury – will 
now hear only equity cases – 
until beginning of June term. 
[Thursday 24] 
Equity cases. 

Diary 4,  1902 
april26and27and28 

[Fri. April 25, 1902] 
[Saturday 26] 
Equity Cases. 
Attended Geise Banquet. 
An exciting time – McGinn drunk 
said to Cashell – speaking on “The 
Consent Govt. of Nome,” – “oh s-down” 
A row began - & finally Cashel called 
Fink --- Fink threw wine glasses &c. 
 
I talked on unity of Nome press on the 
matter of delegate – but no fear that 
there will only be dissension. 
[Sun. April 27, 1902] 
I made no mistake about the 
character of Mrs. E. D. (April 5th). 
She has had a delicate operation (?) 
I only escaped blackmail by holding 
her off -                       Her physicians 
are Rininger & Grigsby !!! 
 {Dr. Grigsby} 
[Monday 28] 
Went out 4 miles to edge of “pack” 
at 5 a.m. this morning with Louis Lane 
Mrs. Daggett & Eskimo to hunt seals. 
Ice jammed  & no open water – no seals. 
 Equity cases. 
Had talk with Dr. Reninger today 
Looked him square in the eye & 
told him of    actions.  Said she 
treated him same way & admitted 
the character of her delicate operation 
- but said it was done to save her life 
having already been brought on. 
 

Diary 4,  1902 
april29and30andma
y01and02 

[Tues. April 29, 1902] 
Proofs of jury bribing & “packing”, 
are coming in – Recd. today letter 
from Jeffry, leading lawyer in the 
case of Waterbury v. Ferguson, 
saying that rumors of bribing in 
that case, & that Cody, the detective 
had proofs.  Cody came to see me 
- no arrangements – he said he would 
look the matter over in his mind & 
let me know – if thought could suc 
=ceed would make proposition. 
He gave me names of jurors he 
thinks were “bribed” in that case & 
says Lang – a member of the jury 
was go-between – that Dell. Cleark 
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& Denny Brogan  x x says D. B. 
rules the Marshals office, which 
corresponds with my judgment. 
Another letter today from McGinn 
saying that Pratt case was “packed”  
by Marshall. 
[Thur. May 1, 1902] 
May day ball at Golden 
Gate Hotel  - beautiful flowers 
(paper), but really beautiful & 
artistic. 
Case of Reedy v Smith. 
Dismissed Charley Herren from 
Clerks office & appointed Sam 
Taylor, a Tacoma man in his place. 
This is only the first of many – the 
gang must be “cleaned out.” 
[Friday 2] 
Reedy v. Smith – finished – 
preparing opinion for pft. 
 
Shea, one of the jurors in the case of 
U.S v. Wright came in to see me this evening 
- he said he was in court room when the 
order for open venire issued to Marshal 
Mike Sullivan invited him to go to the 
“Lobby” saloon – he did so and was there 
summoned as a juror along with others. 
Said he had since learned from Swanton 
that Wright was guilty.  I am now 
sure that this jury was “packed” by 

Diary 4,  1902 
may03and05and06 

[Sat. May 3, 1902] 
Marshal R  and I intend to have 
proceedings instituted to ascertain 
the fact in a formal way. 
 
Instructed McGinn to procure the 
evidence & institute proceedings in 
jury fixing cases.  He has just notified 
me that he has employed Cody, the detec 
=tive for a {two} months at rate of $3000. per year 
to gather testimony – told him to put his 
communication &c in writing & I would  
approve his action. 
[Mon. May 5, 1902] 
Stevens of the “Gold Digger” 
has recd. letter from Father Van Gorp 
containing correspondence with 
Marshal Richards about the 
Father Jacquet matter.  Advised 
him to see Richards & Sullivan, 
Father Van der Pols attorney before 
he published it & he agreed to 
do so. 
[Tuesday 6] 
Marshal has persuaded (?) 

Stevens of the Gold Digger 
not to publish Van Gorp cor 
=respondence.  Richards 
acted the fool in the matter but 
I am glad it was not published 
as it would only created 
a useless row. 

Diary 4,  1902 
may07and08and09a
nd10 

[Wed. May 7, 1902] 
Notified U.S. Marshal that I did 
not longer want Adam Johnson 
to act as crier – see letter Book. 
- one more of the gang gone. 
[Thursday 8] 
Marshal demands name of the 
party who told me that Adam 
Johnson said things in contempt 
of court & for which I required 
him to remove him to other employ 
=ment.  My informant was 
S. T. Jeffrys, one of the most 
reputable lawyers at the bar, but 
I shall not disclose it, for the 
Marshal himself is even worse 
than Johnson & does not deserve 
my confidence in any respect. 
[Fri. May 9, 1902] 
     Beautiful spring weather 
for a week, - clear & warm. 
Hearing equity cases all week 
& working on those submitted 
on trip! 
[Saturday 10] 
Decided case of Nome-Sinook 
Min. Co. v. Simpson & others, 
application of town of Nome 
to intervene – allowed. 

Diary 4,  1902 
may11and12and13a
nd14 

[Sun. May 11, 1902] 
Beautiful weather. 
Spring is here to stay. 
[Monday 12] 
Fine day & north wind. 
[Tues. May 13, 1902] 
Strong north wind blowing & 
ice pack breaking away- 
Dinner with Judge & Mrs Crane. 
Mail from upriver – from 
Edgar & Heilig – Judge Noyes 
removed by Pres. Roosevelt 
on Feb. 25.  Nothing official 
about myself yet. 
[Wednesday 14] 
Ice pack gone out – great 
stretches of water 
 - rumor of boats! 
General break up in sight. 
The ice solid along store, though, 
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two or three miles wide.  It will not 
go for some time yet. 

Diary 4,  1902 
may15and16and17a
nd18 

[Thur. May 15, 1902] 
Beautiful warm weather. 
Ice gone from shore ice – 
shore ice two miles wide – 
but pack ice gone, – 
- coming back tonight. 
Dinner tonight with Mr & Mrs 
Crane, & Mrs Turner 
 
Hendricks v. Hendricks 
a vile divorce case on. 
[Friday 16] 
Snake river is breaking 
up at mouth & as the 
sea ice had not moved it 
jams and is keeping the 
river high. – 
Great part of pack ice 
back – but drifting west 
& north. 
     Hendricks v. Hendricks. 
Gave both parties my honest 
opinion of their vile actions 
& a divorce – although it is 
a shame to spoil two houses with them 
[Sat. May 17, 1902] 
Busy day in court.  McGinn 
tells me he is acquiring evidence  
to show that Richards was in 
close corporation with Fink 
to fix jurors & bleed gambling 
houses. 
[Sunday 18] 
Went out hunting ducks with Louis Lane 
& 2 Eskimo this a.m. at 3 oclock, across 
the ice plain – streams, swamps, hills &c 
all in front of Nome – three miles out to 
open water.  Killed eider ducks & 
two varieties of smaller – 22 in all. 
Boat on sled – and used in water off 
the ice, came back at 4 oclock & too 
  Took dinner with Mr & Mrs N. B. Solner[?]. 

m101 001Diary 4,  
1902 
may19and20and21a
nd22 

[Mon. May 19, 1902] 
Heard & decided mining case from 
Eldorado creek. 
 
Duck dinner with Judge & Mrs Crane 
& Orton.  Eider duck fine eating. 
Not the least bit – “fishy”. 
[Tuesday 20] 
Hearing cases – demurers &c. 
and preparing opinions in cases 
heretofore submitted.  Am about 
caught up with my work.- 

[Wed. May 21, 1902] 
Hearing cases & prepared 
opinion in Ames v Kruzner, 
on question of foreign corporation 
to recover on contract made 
before filing articles &c. 
[Thursday 22] 
Went hunting across Anvil & far up 
snake river – poor luck.  1 duck 4 snipe. 
    McGinn tells me tonight that 
Richards has discovered that he is 
investigating him & that the Marshals 
office and the Nome police force are 
engaged in intimidating his witnesses 
     Adam Johnson came to see me 
again at the command of the Marshal. 
- I promised him I would permit 
him to continue as crier – the Marshal 
is seeking an excuse to dismiss Adam 
& I decline to furnish it – let him 
assume his own responsibilities. 

Diary 4,  1902 
may23and24and25a
nd26 

[Fri. May 23, 1902] 
The matter of prosecuting Marshal 
Richards and Joe Jordan for “jury 
fixing” is being pushed vigorously 
by McGinn, Jeffrys and Cody – 
Evidence is being gathered, but the 
Marshal is now aware of investigation 
and he and his “gang” are now trying 
to intimidate the witnesses. 
[Saturday 24] 
Saw Lang, one of Richards gang 
taking Hayden, one of the witnesses 
for McGinn, back of Pac. St. Whaling 
Co. building on beach – evidently  
to coax him to quit.  McGinn 
& Jeffrys tell me that they have the 
affidavits, &c. of witnesses. 
     The Marshal wrote McGinn 
a bitter letter today – only such 
as a drunk man or a fool would 
write – he also abused McGinn 
& me to Jeffrys – the lawyer. 
     - Motion calendar today 
light – things about cleaned up. 
[Sun. May 25, 1902] 
Yesterday, one year ago, the “Jeanie” 
- the first vessel of the year reached 
Nome.  There is yet no prospect 
of a steamer.  The ice is so thick 
& such floating fields are in sight 
that no vessel can get here – It 
may be days yet- 
     Went duck hunting this morning 
at 3 p.m. – back at 8 – no luck 
but snipe and one brant. 
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[Monday 26] 
In a talk with Lawrence, who was 
bailiff at the last term of court I 
asked him about acting the next term 
& he said he did not know whether 
he would or not – that the Marshal 
- meaning Richards – had asked him 
to go on the jury!!  Evidently packing 
it in anticipation of trouble. 
Tried case of Foss v. Daw 
decided for the defendant. 

Diary 4,  1902 
may27and28and29a
nd30 

[Tues. May 27, 1092] 
Went hunting on the tundra this 
a.m. at 3 oclock with Dr. Call 
 - no luck – only snipe. 
     Court in afternoon, but the 
court work is about finished. 
Nothing much to do until the 
regular June term on 9th.  My 
determination to clean up the 
accumulated business left over 
by Judge Noyes has been fully 
carried out – to my entire satisfaction. 
[Wednesday 28] 
Wrote opinion in Anvil Gold M. 
Co v. Hoxsie, today – for deft. 
     Went out riding with Louis 
Lane – to “dumping station” of 
Wild Goose Co.  The plant will 
throw a stream 700 {high} feet on the 
mountains, - 200 miners inches 
 per 24 hours.  It is intended to 
work the high dry mines on the 
head of Dexter and upper Anvil 
with this water first 
     No boat yet – boat in 1899 on 
May 29, in 1900 on May 21, in 1901 on 
May 24 – 1902 – when??? 
[Thur. May 29, 1902] 
McGinn filed proceedings for con 
=tempt of court today, against 
Marshal Richards & Joe Jourden. 
Appt. Dept. Marshal Griggs to serve 
papers, & set case for hearing on 
Monday June 2.  McGinns 
affidavit is strong & unmistakable 
in its charges. 
[Friday 30] 
Went out to the “Mattie[?]” placer mine 
with Louis Lane to see a “clean 
-up” – assisted & we brought it 
in - $6000. in gold dust & 
$4000 – the day before! 
     Memorial day – 
attended the services at the 
Golden Gate Hotel. 

Diary 4,  1902 
may31andjune01an
d02and03 

[Sat. May 31, 1902] 
     Motion calendar – 
worked all day in court, hard. 
[Sun. June 1] 
A beautiful morning – clear,  
warm & bright – but no boat 
yet.  The ice is about gone from 
shore, the rivers are open and 
waters running, but evidently 
the boats are kept away by the 
floating ice packs at sea. 
The most beautiful day I have seen 
in Alaska – the ice cleared from oppo 
=site Barracks Square for miles {northward} – 
the sea is open as far as you can see, 
- and as still as a mill pond – no 
boat yet. 
[Mon. June 2, 1902] 
 Steamboat! 
The “Elk No 1.” anchored at 2 oclock 
this morning.  C. F. Hayes of Utah 
reported appointed in Noyes place, 
& assigned to Nome – There 
fresh eggs for breakfast. 
U.S. v Richards & Jordan on 
trial – packed audience. 
Case all day and at evening until 
9 oclock – fight for blood:  on the 
part of McGinn 
[Tuesday 3] 
Case of U.S v. Richards & Jourden 
finished today – case argued & 
submitted – I took time to write 
my findings and judgment. 
     Arguments of Fink & Mc 
Ginn very forceful and earnest. 
 
Went boating with Dr Call & Mrs 
Turner, Orton & Mrs Crane & Mrs Hoggatt 

Diary 4,  1902 
june04and05and06
and07 

[Wed. June 4, 1902] 
All day in court. 
Ice all broken and going 
out – sea clear as far as 
I can see of Nome shore 
Midnight – “Steamboat” 
Large steamer coming in 
 “Nome City” 
[Thursday 5] 
Letter from Debbie – all well 
Am to go back to Eagle- 
Fight on me in Washington. 
I am disappointed only in one respect 
- that my friends have made a strong fight 
& have lost, and there is work to do here 
and little there.  Darrell is well & doing 
nicely – mother – every body is well – 
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Debbie will be here on some of the early 
boats – and I am to wait for her and go 
upriver with her from here. 
[Fri. June 6, 1902] 
Have been earnestly engaged in writing 
my opinion, findings, &c, in the case 
of U.S. v. Richards and Jourden for 
contempt in “fixing” Wright jury. 
Have reached the conclusion that they 
are both guilty – the case will do me 
& all of us much harm in Washington 
when Nome matters have long been a 
stench, anyway. 
     “Thetis”, Rev. cutter in today – con 
firm appt. of Hayes to this place. 
[Saturday 7] 
Read my opinion finding Jourden 
& Richards guilty – They are now trying 
to beat the evidence &c. to Washington. 
I sincerely hope the President and 
Atty Genl. will stay by the new judge 
and support him as they ought. 
With the Marshals office  in the hands 
of a corrupt gang, - he will soon be 
either a party to it or fighting for  
existence. 

Diary 4,  1902 
june08and09and10
and11 

[Sun. June 8, 1902] 
Steamer “Sadie” in from St 
Micheal – no news or mail.  Wrote 
letters to Darrell & Mother. 
Marshal Richards & friends furious about 
my decision & threatening – Sullivan is 
also – He does not know that I asked 
McGinn to leave him out of prosecution! 
Am sending Atty General full statement 
of the case – Percy Parkinson goes 
out with it – also to look after Assoc. 
Press dispatches – I am going to 
defend myself against blackmail! 
[Monday 9] 
Called Richards & Jourden for sentence 
today – but upon application the matter 
goes over till Wednesday – they to 
file their motion for a new trial today 
& affidavits by that time. They are 
preparing to attack me, so I am 
told, upon the old trouble of 1888. 
Well, I must meet it with fortitude 
and courage for it must come sooner 
or later – if I shrink from duty on 
account of that threat it proves 
that I am unworthy to be a judge 
[Tues. June 10, 1902] 
Motion for new trial in Richards 
case tomorrow morning. 
[Wednesday 11] 

Case of Richards & Jourden 
postponed until tomorrow. 
 Steamboats 
Str “Ohio” & Debbie came on her! 
Also this afternoon “Kimball” “Sen= 
=ator” “Garome” & “Centennial.” 
= 5 large boats, & hundreds of 
people. – Nome is alive again 
after a long winter of hibernation. 

Diary 4,  1902 
june12and13and14
and15 

[Thur. June 12, 1902] 
Arguments in U.S. v Richards 
& Jourden.  Attack me for 
prejudice &c. it is the evident 
purpose of Richards, Sullivan 
& Fink to attack me with the 
newspapers &c &c on account 
of former difficulties.  I 
judge this from the allegations 
in the motion for new trial & 
affidavits in support thereof. 
[Friday 13] 
Working on decision in U.S 
v. Jourden and Richards. 
[Sat. June 14, 1902] 
Call of docket. 
[Sunday 15] 
Completed examination into 
motion for new trial &c. in U.S. 
v. Richards & Jourden: & have 
determined to overrule same & 
fine in sum of $300 each. 
Before concluding as to Richards 
I talked the matter over with Judge 
T. M. Reed, Jr. and he fully urged 
and advised the course I took 
This was the only matter that I 
ever consulted any other person 
about in Nome. 

Diary 4,  1902 
june16and17and18 

[Mon. June 16, 1902] 
Delivered opinion, denied motions 
& imposed sentences in U.S. vs. 
Richards & Jourden, $300 each. 
“Oregon” & “Valencia” in today. 
[Tuesday 17] 
Judge Reid. Conv. told me this day that U.S. M. 
Frank H. Richards came there yesterday and asked 
if he would issue warrant for Eames – witness against 
Richards – was told yes – but that case would be 
tried fairly upon the merits.  Richards asked if he 
was going back on him & Reed told him that he 
would only decide case on the law & evidence &c. 
Reed was & is mad – it was a deliberate attempt 
to get him to hold Eames whether justified or 
not to destroy force of his testimony.  No 
warrant asked for on that proposition – 
- only a conspiracy to hold Eames would 
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be difficult. 
[Wed. June 18, 1902] 
The Nome “Nugget” attacks me 
most viciously today on account 
of finding {[?]} Richards & Joe Jourden 
case.  Have asked “News” not to 
say a word.  McGinn wants to 
arrest for contempt but I will not 
consent. 
Have determined to go up Yukon 
next week & not wait for new 
judge who may not get here 
for a month – cannot hold terms 
up river much later. 

Diary 4,  1902 
june20and21and22
and23 

[Fri. June 20, 1902] 
Gordon Hall, who just landed, 
with C. D. Lane, from S. F. came to see 
me & suggested a cessation of hostilities 
in Richards case- they want to quit. 
P. C. Sullivan also came on same errand 
& urged dropping it – I told him 
it was beyond me – I would do 
nothing – nor would I fight – but 
would let appelate court & the 
dept. do as they saw fit – that I 
would not make war – however. 
[Saturday 21] 
Much better feeling already 
about Richards matter – they 
are afraid of other developments. 
Took dinner with Mr C. D Lane 
-present “Charlie”, “Sallie” Louis 
Tom, Billie Sternberg & Debbie 
& I.   C. D. admits – that his 
presence in Washington, D. C. 
as my supporter was fatal to 
my chances for remaining at 
Nome. 
[Sun. June 22, 1902] 
“St Paul” went out today – 
with Mrs. Crane, Margaret Fink, 
Mrs. Dagett & 30 other women 
& but 4 men!  Most any kind 
of a man could be popular on 
that boat.  Judge Crane 
took dinner with us. 
     Just recd. notice from Atty Genl 
of Judge Moores appointment to 
Nome – also private notification 
that my district had been increased to 
include Valdez & Unalaska! 
[Monday 23] 
Court today & getting ready to 
leave Nome.  George will go 
at once – letter from Harlan, 
Dist. Atty. at Eagle – who is getting 

court matters ready. 
Met & talked with Judge Dubose 
- & I like him very well – His sentence 
to 6 mos. by Ct. Ct. of App. 9th Ct.! 
My new district is very satisfact 
=ory & reconciles me somewhat 
to the change – still if I could 
have remained here 60 days longer 
would have left a clean docket! 

Diary 4,  1902 
june28and29and30
andjuly01 

[Sat. June 28, 1902] 
Call of docket – hard days 
work – 
George A. Jeffry left via St. Mich 
=eal for Rampart. 
Am told today that lawyers are sign 
=ing strong endorsment of my course 
while in Nome – Marshal fighting it? 
[Sunday 29] 
Capt. Jarvis, Col. of Customs for 
Alaska, arrived in Nome. 
     Took dinner with officers 
at Ft. Davis. = Major Booth, Lt. 
& Mrs. Knudson, Lt. Massie, Judge 
& Mrs. T. M. Reed, & Mrs. W & I- 
Did not see Jarvis today though 
I called at his place twice and 
he at my hotel. 
[Mon. June 30, 1902] 
Court today – No appeal 
yet in Richards case: - it is 
now apparent that they intend 
to wait until I am gone & then 
file affidavits now withheld 
& get new trial from Judge 
Moore - !  They do not seem 
inclined to file such affidavits 
while I am here. 
Jarvis called today & took 
dinner with us. 
[Tues. July 1] 
Court today. 
 July 2continued. 
Gold badge is gold pan – pick & shovel crossed 
“Judge James Wickersham, Honor. 
“Justice, From Cape Nome Miners.” 
Diamond in upper center.  Present 
Ed. Dunn, from Ophir Creek, Carlson 
Jarvis, Call & Turner; 
Clum Sp Agt. Post Office Dept. here 
looking after U.S. v. Wright. 

Diary 4,  1902 
july02and03and04a
nd05 

[Wed. July 2, 1902] 
 “Portland! 
At 2 oclock this morning the 
long lost Str. Portland, having 
escaped from the Arctic ice fields 
into which she was carried, came 
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into the harbor amid great rejoicing. 
“Jeanie” at 8.30 – Good! 
Lunch to Debbie by Mrs Reed & 
ladies: Lunch to me by Ed. Dunn 
& others – presented with gold badge &c 
from “Miners.” (continued on July 1st) 
[Thursday 3] 
Had a talk with C. D. Lane & told him of 
my embaressment in #19 case, in re Finks 
acts & talk.  Also gave him my side 
with Marshal & Fink.  I am satisfied 
though, that they are acting with Marshal. 
[Fri. July 4, 1902] 
Was asked to deliver 4th oration 
but declined!  Long talk with 
Jarvis who is not misled in the 
Marshal matter.  He advised me 
not to notice their attempts to slander 
me & dig up old troubles – but 
upon all such matters – I agree. 
[Saturday 5] 
Court – motion calendar 
Jourden paid his fine, $300. 
in U.S. v. Richards & Jourden. 
Jarvis went to St. Micheal on 
Dora, but will come back Wednesday. 

Diary 4,  1902 
july06and07and08a
nd09 

[Sun. July 6, 1902] 
Took dinner with Lindeberg 
at Pioneer Bldg.  Present Col. 
& Mrs. Clum & Miss Clum:  Lin 
-eberg, Orton, Chilberg, Johnson, 
Garrison, Mrs. W  & self. 
[Monday 7] 
Nome City reached port 
Parkinson back – but no judge. 
- Judge Moore will be on Ohio – 
Parkinsons mission successful . 
He succeeded in getting correct accounts 
on Assoc. Press wires & P. I  Times, Ledger 
News & Everett Herald – very friendly. 
Letters from Perkins & Judge Ballinger 
denouncing De Heiny & his mission. 
Things look all right. 
[Tues. July 8, 1902] 
Jarvis, Whitehead, Hanson, 
& Mr & Mrs. Washburn returned 
from St. Micheal. 
[Wednesday 9] 
Dinner with Whitehead, Jarvis 
& young Mr. Bryant, of Brooklyn, 
who comes to me with a letter 
from his the Atty. Genl. who says 
it comes at request of President 
Roosvelt.  Have introduced 
him to Whitehead and Louis 
Lane, & have asked them to 

help him if he needs it. 
[sideways in margin:] 
Waiting for steamer and Judge Moore. 

Diary 4,  1902 
july10and11and12a
nd13 

[Thur. July 10, 1902] 
No boat yet. 
Learned today of C. & H. matter 
Expecting “Kimball” with Judge 
Moore on board every hour. 
Borchsenins coming back as 
clerk.  “Ohio” in with news. 
Dinner with Mr & Mrs Clum, present 
Mr & Mrs. & Miss Clum, Mr & Mrs Wasburn 
Mrs W & I, Capt. Hanson, Capt Hibbard 
and Capt Jarvis. 
[Friday 11] 
Talked to Jarvis about C & H. matter. 
He advises a dignified silence on my 
part and will advise proper 
authority of truth. 
 
Busy packing, expecting boat hourly –  
and hope to go tomorrow.  Informed 
that lawyers want to give me banquet. 
[Sat. July 12, 1902] 
Court today: call of law calendar. 
“Kimball” not in and cannot go, 
to St. Micheal now for a week - ! 
People of all kinds visiting me 
with regrets at my departure and 
are very nice.  Sentiment changed 
strongly in my favor & against Marshal. 
I have kept silent & kept my friends 
- newspapers and all – silent - & 
they have talked incessantly – with the 
usual result. 
[Sunday 13] 
“Kimball “ Valencia” and 
“Roanoke” in last night.  Judge 
Moore landed, at Hotel.  Long talk 
with him – he is very frank and con 
=fidential with me, and will be “square”. 
Dinner to him:  Jarvis, Whitehead, Call, 
Carstens, Moore & I.  The Marshal 
& his friends active but unsuccessful. 
Recommended that he keep Judge 
Reed, as Comr. “for his own sake”. 
He is too confidential with strangers. 

Diary 4,  1902 
july14and15and16a
nd17 

St Micheal. 
[Mon. July 14, 1902] 
Turned over court &c. to Judge 
Moore at 2 oclock.  Full meeting 
of the bar, introduced him to all. 
Long and confidential talk with 
him & Borchsenins, his clerk; he 
agrees to keep Judge Reid, as Comr. 
& Borchsenins concurs – We are 
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ready to go on Roanoke tomorrow 
Lawyers presented me testimonial. 
Many callers to bid us good by. 
Mrs. Noyes arrived on Roanoke & we are 
nice to her. 
[Tuesday 15] 
Left Nome on “Roanoke” for 
St Micheal.  Debbie not very 
well – Nome was tiresome to her. 
Turners, Hoggatts, Mrs. Hill,  Crane 
Call &c. down to see us off.  Jarvis 
promised to look after getting 
Judge Clegg down to Bristol 
Bay. 
My opinion of Judge Moore is that 
he is not strong and will not last  
a year in Nome. 
{(But he lasted 8 !   J.W.)} 
[Wed. July 16, 1902] 
St. Micheal where we had breakfast. 
Healy Hotel.  Beautiful morning. 
“John C. Powers” goes up river in 3 days! 
Rested all day – went to see 
Mr      Millers Eskimo masks – 
Sent telegram to Harlan & 
Heilig, Rampart, adjourning 
court until Friday following 
the 21st 
[Thursday 17] 
Waiting for boat –will not get 
away probably before Saturday - 
Took dinner at A.C. Co. with 
Mr & Mrs Washburn.  Mr & Mrs Capt 
A. M. Healy, Capt Jarvis & Mr Zip. 
“Thetis” came in today. Capt Healy 
sent word to us at Nome to come over 
with him, but it missed us – he also 
wished us to go to Bristol Bay and 
then to Siberia!  I am very sorry 
that my duty up the Yukon bars 
me from such an interesting trip. 
They take Clegg to Bristol Bay. 

Diary 4,  1902 
july18and19and20a
nd21 

[Fri. July 18, 1902] 
All day at “Healy” Hotel – 
Capt. Healy, of Thetis, Jarvis, 
Capt & Mrs. Humphries, Mr Miller 
& Mr Downs (these latter Agent 
& Auditor of N.A.T. Co) took lunch 
with us.    Met Father Van Gorp 
& Trecha, from Holy Cross Mission 
Father V. G. tall, slender, gray, ascetic 
Bought small Russian bell 1817, 
fine round Fish river basket & one 
like those from Puyallup.  Called 
on Capt. Healy & wife & officers “Thetis”. 
[Saturday 19] 

“Powers” will not go before tomorrow. 
“Discovery” in from Nome.  Capt. 
Hibbard on board. 
     Barnette building boat for the 
Tanana – asked him to name his 
place Fairbanks – after Senator Fair 
banks of Indiana – promised to  
do so – will assist him all  
I can 
[Sun. July 20, 1902] 
Str. “Sarah” in from up Yukon Riv. 
Mr. Stone, recently Mgr. for A.C. at 
Eagle, Mrs. McGowan &c. on board. 
“Sarah” brought Harlan, Heilig & 
Perry to Rampart. 
     “Powers” to go this evening 
10 p.m.  Powers under way – a fine 
evening – sea perfectly calm, 
moving slowly.  “Dora” not in 
before we left.  “Warren” in Nome 
with Genl. Randall & Capt. Richardson 
Capt. Hibbard took dinner with us. 
[Monday 21] 
Court at Rampart. (?) 
Entered mouth of Yukon this 
morning early, but we are 
making very slow time on 
account of boilers full of sea 
water.  30 miles up river we 
are tied up to clean boilers – 
Passengers:  2 Russian priests 
for Russian Mission, Also Russian 
trader & Indian wife.  Mrs. Currier[?] 
for Tanana.  Miss Ratcliffe for 
Dawson & Dibbin & I for Rampart. 

Diary 4,  1902 
july22and23and24a
nd25 

[Tues. July 22, 1902] 
Spent most all day yesterday tied up 
to the river bank cleaning boilers but 
this morning reach Andreafsky – 
going at good rate – river fine. 
Green fields & waving forests line 
banks above Andreafsky – 
Passed Seattle No 3rd down river. 
[Wednesday 23] 
Russian Mission at 5 a.m. 
Buildings log & good – plenty of 
Eskimo – fine Greek church & 
beautiful chime of bells – no garden 
Met “Susie” going down river. 
 
Holy Cross Mission at 5 p.m. 
Good Log buildings – 60 children 
in school – Catholic sisters gave 
us treat of sweet fresh milk and 
beautiful flowers – splendid 
gardens – sent us lettuce, &c. 
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 Catholic fathers Van Gorp 
[Thur. July 24, 1902] 
Passed Anvik at night – timbers for 
fuel fine above Russian Mission. 
Passed Kaltag during the 
night. 
[Friday 25] 
Court at Rampart. 
Nulato – 9.30 a.m sent telegram 
to Heilig adjourning court until 
10 a.m. Monday. 
Passed mouth of Koyukuk 
river:  Bishop Seghers Mt. 
Called on Father Rossi at 
Nulato. 

Diary 4,  1902 
july26and27and28a
nd29 

[Sat. July 26, 1902] 
Passed Melizokakat river 
early this morning. 
[Sunday 27] 
Ft. Gibbon – We are – Tanana 
Reached here at 4 a..m. 
Geo. Dribellis – Dep. Mar. & witness 
=es &c. on board for Rampart 
Telegrams from Heilig about going 
on to Eagle. 
3:30 p.m. reached Rampart. 
     Found jury had been discharged 
& no cases that cannot be tried 
as well at Eagle – Conclude to 
go on – leaving Jeffery as 
Referee to take testimony – 
Boat remained 10 hours & took 
Heiligs &c. witnesses to Eagle. 
[Mon. July 28, 1902] 
Reached “Flats” at noon. 
Boat on fire three times. 
[Tuesday 29] 
Carshs cabin &c. 
Flying along on “flats”. 
 

Diary 4,  1902 
july30and31andaug
ust01and02 

[Wed. July 30, 1902] 
Reached Ft. Yukon in the  
evening - & went ashore for a 
few minutes – Saw Mountifield- 
and bought some fine marten 
skins – he is to send them to me. 
Read “The Cavalier” by George 
 W. Cable.  Good. 
[Thursday 31] 
Passed “Robert Kerr” going up – 
“Louise” going down ”Lavelle Young” 
“Leah” and “Gustin” going up – 
some stuck on bar. 
     Circle City & took dinner 
with Edgar & Lizzie.  Claypool 
&c. came on board for Edgar – 

Circle is suffering from financial 
depression – busted boom – 
Passed Coal Creek &c 
[Fri. Aug. 1, 1902] 
Reached Eagle City – this morning 
at 9 oclock – Everything here 
looks clean & good – We worked 
all day cleaning up & straightening 
house – housekeeping at home. 
Edgar made a great row this after 
noon – jumped on Perry – 
 Later apologised. 
[Saturday 2] 
Getting ready for courts. 

Diary 4,  1902 
august03and04and
05and06 

[Sun. Aug. 3, 1902] 
Wrote letters today – C. sent in 
my voucher for July – &c. 
Returned Edgars star to him 
which I took away with his  
revolver on Friday – 
[Monday 4] 
Court convened today – All 
officers present except Harlan 
Dist. Atty. at Rampart.  Grand 
Jury impanelled – Hess, assistant 
Dist. Atty.  Instructions given. 
[Tues. Aug. 5, 1902] 
Court – grand jury at work. 
[Wednesday 6] 
Grand jury at work – nothing on 
civil work, except working on 
opinions in Equity cases. 

Diary 4,  1902 
august07and08and
09and10 

[Thur. Aug. 7, 1902] 
Had talk with Perry about Edgar 
He agrees to give him another 
trial – I don’t blame Edgar 
except for becoming drunk! 
[Friday 8] 
“Sarah” came in up river early this 
morning with Harlan, George & 
many others from Rampart. 
Grand jury returning indictments 
Have leased our cabin to 
McGrath - $22.50 per month. 
see letter book for receipt & 
terms. 
[Sat. Aug. 9, 1902] 
Grand jury about done, but will 
keep them to await coming of offenders 
from Koyukuk, - Opinions in 
Thomson v Allen & Loeser v Gardiner 
from Rampart – mining cases, done. 
     Examined reports Comt.[?] of Examination 
of Abe Spring & S. M. Graff for admission 
to the bar – Court. advise 65 & 64% respt 
but ought to be raised – I intend to raise 
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their % and admit both. 
[Sunday 10] 
“Genl. Jeff. C. Davis” with Genl. Ran 
=dall, Capt. Richardson & Mr. Hoyt, 
came in this morning.  Called today 
& paid respects.  Invited them to 
dinner with us Monday evening. 

Diary 4,  1902 
august11and12and
13and14 

[Mon. Aug. 11, 1902] 
Trial of U.S. v. Kellum – verdict 
12 tonight – not guilty. 
     Took dinner at Heath Hotel 
- Genl. Randall, Capt. Richardson & Mr. 
Hoyt. –(General Scotts grandson).  took 
dinner 
     Hubbard (recently from Nome) 
here, representing Valdes railroad 
- brings some suits & represents a 
townsite scheme at Valdes to us. 
Wants us to locate Court house & Jail 
in the R. R. townsite!! 
[Tuesday 12] 
Spent all day in empanelling a 
jury in U.S. v. Harry Owens for 
murder of Carl Christianson, on 
Hutchinson Creek, 40 Mile Riv. last Nov. 
Fifty persons examined – jury obtained 
& opening statements of counsel. 
     “Jeff C. Davis.”  left for Dawson 
with Genl. Randall & party aboard. 
[Wed. Aug. 13, 1902] 
U.S. v. Harry Owens – murder – 
Hearing evidence. 10.a.m. to 10.p.m. 
 
Rented house to McGrath 
for $22.50 per mo. 
Moved from our cabin today & 
McGrath moved in = $22.50 per mo. 
[Thursday 14] 
Hearing continued in U.S. v. Owens 
 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. 

Diary 4,  1902 
august15and16and
17and18 

[Fri. Aug. 15, 1902] 
Hearing continued in U.S. v. Owens 
 from 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. 
[Saturday 16] 
Case U.S. v. Owens finished 
& given to jury at 1:30 before 
dinner – 
Delivered opinions in Thomson 
v. Allen & Loeser v Gardiner. 
U.S. v Owens:  Verdict Murder 2nd Degree 
Sentenced Zellar 6 mo.  Corning and 
Craven – 4 mos. each. 
[Sun. Aug. 17, 1902] 
Working to clean up details in 
office – also on #4 mining case 
from Glenn gulch – Rampart. 

Debbie had a hard chill again 
Friday & suffering yesterday & 
today – she thinks with Pleurisy? 
[Monday 18] 
U.S v. Tim. Timmins, “not guilty.” 
McKinney v. Tebbs[?] – for defendant. 
Motion for new trial in case 
of U.S v. Owen. 

Diary 4,  1902 
august19and20and
21and22 

[Tues. Aug. 19, 1902] 
Motion for new trial in U.S v 
Owen, overruled – sentenced 25 yrs 
A.C.Co. v. Raymond – long jury 
trial – jury out all night. 
[Wednesday 20] 
Jury in A.C v. Raymond disagreed- 
& discharged. 
Began Garratt v Belsea - $4. 
on Glenn Gulch Rampart. 
Continued to 9:30 at night – Jury- 
[Thur. Aug. 21, 1902] 
Cont. Garratt v Belsea 
    all day till 11 oclock, p.m. 
Have sold a large number of 
my law books – at original cost 
price, and am glad to leave them 
on the Yukon river.  Sold U.S. Rep. 
Co-op. Ed. 45 vols & 4 Dig. for $290 
to Barnes – payments to be made 
to L. C. Hess $150 cash, rcd, $140 
six months without interest.  All 
others brought cash on delivery. 
[Friday 22] 
Garratt v Belsea, closed at 
2:45 p.m & arguments began – 
The “Zelandian” is here to take us 
to Dawson as soon as jury agrees. 
 Jury decided 
Garratt v Belsea for the 
plaintiffs and “laymen”! 
Held court until 11.30 

Diary 4,  1902 
august23and24and
25and26 

[Sat. Aug. 23, 1902] 
Signed judgment on Garratt v 
Belsea, & other cases, wound 
up all matters before the court 
and everything is fully done 
Present in courthouse all day – 
& everything fully completed. 
Left Eagle for Dawson on 
     Str. “Zelandian”, at 
[Sunday 24] 
 Forty fifth Birthday 
Forty Mile at 8 o this morning 
Visited Bishop Bompas – 
[Mon. Aug. 25, 1902] 
Reached Dawson last night, 
at 11 p.m. Regina Hotel. 

- 15 - 



Alaska State Library – Historical Collections   Diary of James Wickersham 
MS 107 Diary 4   February 12, 1902 through December 31, 1902 

Saw Orr & wife & boy – Charlie Taylor 
Charles Joynt, John Scott, 
Ben Everett.  &c. Left at 
2 oclock on “Columbian” 
for “Whitehorse.” 
 Room 30. 
[Tuesday 26] 
En route Dawson to 
White Horse on the 
Str. “Columbian”. 

Diary 4,  1902 
august27and28and
29and30 

[Wed. Aug. 27, 1902] 
Volcanic ash from Selkirk to 
Five Fingers.  Rink[?] rapids 
Five Fingers & accident of 
attempting to go through without 
the wire rope – 
 “Columbian” 
[Thursday 28] 
Prof. Macoun – botanist 
Ottawa 
Ex. climate of Yukon – 
warm & dry because all 
moisture deposited on Mt 
range – 
[Fri. Aug. 29, 1902] 
Arrived at Whitehorse at 
5. this afternoon – Stopped 
at Windsor Hotel. 
     Met Gov. Ogilvie – he is 
building a dredger for Stewart 
river. 
     Learn that strong effort 
to secure rehearing for 
Richards at Nome – 
[Saturday 30] 
Train for Skagaway- 
Arrived in Skagway 
in evening – Went to 5th 
Av. Hotel- 

Diary 4,  1902 
august31andseptem
ber01and02and03 

[Sun. Aug. 31, 1902] 
No boat in yet 
     waiting & fuming- 
Took dinner at Pullen 
House – Knew her at 
Quillayutte in 1895. 
[Mon. Sept. 1] 
City of Seattle – Dolphin 
& Santa Ana, in.  We 
will go out on City of Seattle. 
Harlans caught up with 
us & came on City of Seattle. 
[Tues. Sept. 2, 1902] 
Juneau to Wrangel – 
City of Seattle. 
[Wednesday 3] 
Laid at Wrangel wharf all night 

& loading salmon all this forenoon 
at Cannery – 18 hours lost. 

Diary 4,  1902 
september04and05
and06and07 

[Thur. Sept. 4, 1902] 
Ketchican 
[Friday 5] 
Gulf of Georgia. 
Vancouver- 
[Sat. Sept. 6, 1902] 
Reached Seattle at 2 a.m. 
& Tacoma at 9:  Went to 
Buckley on evening train 
 
Donnelly Hotel. 
[Sunday 7] 
Home with Mother & Darrell 
today. 
Buckley 

Diary 4,  1902 
september08and09
and10and11 

[Mon. Sept. 8, 1902] 
Came down to Tacoma 
and we stay at the Hotel 
     Donnelly. 
[Tuesday 9] 
Convention tomorrow 
Important fight over the 
R. R. Com. plank – Cushman 
involved & R. R. fighting 
him. 
[Wed. Sept. 10, 1902] 
Convention at Lyceum 
Theatre – Anti R. R. plank 
Cushman,  Jones & Hum 
=pries nominated. 
[Thursday 11] 
Went to Seattle – and to 
Navy Yard at Bremerton 
with Debbie & Darrell. 
All night in Seattle. 
Dinner with Mr & Mrs 
Perry- 

Diary 4,  1902 
september12and13
and14and15 

[Fri. Sept. 12, 1902] 
Met Judges Morrow, 
Ross & Gilbert, C. C. A & 
Judge Hanford, D. J.  Was 
well received & highly comp 
=limented on my Alaska 
work. 
[Saturday 13] 
Debbie & Darrell at Olympia 
Sorting out my “iktas” 
& put baskets &c. in Ferry 
Museum.  Grosscup 
gave me transportation 
over N.P.R.R. 
[Sun. Sept. 14, 1902] 
Dictated letters to George.  Also 
sent orders &c. to Heilig – 
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Apptd. Green Comr. at 
Rampart. 
[Monday 15] 
Donnelly Hotel. 

Diary 4,  1902 
september16and17
and18and19 

[Tues. Sept. 16, 1902] 
Lunch at Tacoma Hotel 
 
Mr. & Mrs Perry, Mrs. T. M Reed, 
Florence Heilig, Darrell, Debbie & I. 
[Wednesday 17] 
Donnelly – getting ready 
to go to Buckley- 
[Thur. Sept. 18, 1902] 
Buckley. 
[Friday 19] 
Buckley 

Diary 4,  1902 
september20and21
and22and23 

[Sat. Sept. 20, 1902] 
Buckley 
[Sunday 12] 
Buckley 
[Mon. Sept. 22, 1902] 
Buckley. 
[Tuesday 23] 
Darrell & I left Buckley 
4:30 p.m. for the East. 

Diary 4,  1902 
september24and25
and26and27 

[Wed. Sept. 24, 1902] 
Spokane, Idaho, 
Helena. 
Cal. Heilig from Tacoma 
& Chas. Sweeney from 
Spokane on train. 
[Thursday 25] 
Yellowstone River 
 & 
Bad Lands 
Mandan 
Bismark. 
[Fri. Sept. 26, 1902] 
St Paul: West Pub. Co & pd. 
$15.00 for Green, Rampart. 
Dinner with Sweeney at Ryan 
& long confidential talk 
about quartz mines &c in  
Alaska. 
C. M. & St Paul Ry for Chicago. 
[Saturday 27] 
Chicago:  #810.  Auditorium 
Darrell went on east – Penn. Ry. 
Took dinner with Mrs. Barber 
4507 Forrestville Ave – Mrs. Crane 
left on Sep. 2 for Seattle, met 
her mother & P. B. We are at the 
dinner & Indian girl from 
Unalaska.  Wrote to Debbie. 
Will go to Springfield on C & A 
R.R. tomorrow. 

Diary 4,  1902 
september28and29
and30andoctober0
1 

[Sun. Sept. 28, 1902] 
Springfield.  Leland Hotel. 
Called on Mrs. Clark – 
Ill. State Fair begins tomorrow 
[Monday 29] 
Called & saw John & Mrs. Kenney. 
Met Mrs. Webber – Bill Berry 
Jim Maxey, Dr. Dresser, Jim Horning 
Tel. Geo. T. Reid about Debbies health, 
Recd. reply saying all well. 
 
Chattertons opera with Mrs. Clark. 
[Tues. Sept. 30, 1902] 
State Fair – Em & Mr. K. 
Electric illumination fine 
on streets.  Street Fair = 
Dinner with Mrs. Jessie Webber 
& Mr & Mrs. Crabbe.  Linda 
Mrs. Price (Hallie Crabbe) – 
Jessie & Debbie:: Linda & Darrell. 
[Wed. Oct. 1] 
Pana – Patoka 1:30 p.m 
Southern Ill. looks better 
than I ever saw it before – 
good crops - & fine orchards. 
Plenty. 
Visited Bob & Hester, Squire 
Farmer, Mrs. Nichols, Aunt 
Becky Carter, Mrs. Doris. 

Diary 4,  1902 
october02and03an
d04and05 

[Thur. Oct. 2, 1902] 
Patoka – Sandoval & 
then to St. Louis on the 
5 p.m. train. 
     Lindell Hotel - 
Saw Jim. Wickersham (Comanche) 
at Sandoval, & Rolla[?] his 
second son. 
[Friday 3] 
Called & had pleasant visit 
Senator Carter – La. Fair. Comr. 
     Dawson – Clerk Dept. Int. 
[Sat. Oct. 4, 1902] 
Bridge – Fair &c. 
[Sunday 5] 
Read “The Eternal City” by 
Hall Caine. 

Diary 4,  1902 
october06and07an
d08and09 

[Mon. Oct. 6, 1092] 
Left for Cincinnatti – expecting 
to stop at Salem, but 
owing to freight wreck the 
train went by Vandalia, 
so I was obliged to go on 
to Cin  
 Palace Hotel. 
[Tuesday 7] 
Cincinnatti all day- 
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 Howard C. Johnson – old 
schoolmaster – decorator – 
drinks – 6 children – have not 
seen him for 26 hears. 
Spent day in buying books 
in Old Book stores, and 
found some good ones. 
[Wed. Oct. 8, 1902] 
Arrived Wash. D. C. 1:30 p.m. 
#523, “Raleigh” – 
sick with bowel trouble 
- City filled with G.A.R. 
- thousands of them & Hotel 
full – got room finally. 
    Grand parade – could 
not see it – 20 G.A.R. from 
Alaska & Wash –  
[Thursday 9] 
Still sick – afraid must 
go to hospital.  Went 
to drug store & got prescription 
Equal parts:  tincture, - Capsicum 
gum myrrh lobelia and 
valerian.  “Hot stuff”. 

Diary 4,  1902 
october10and11an
d12and13 

[Fri. Oct. 10, 1902] 
Some better today – went 
to Dept. Justice – but 
cannot see Atty. Genl. on 
act. of Coal Strike troubles &c 
in Pa- President also 
sick with sore leg & cant 
see him – 
    Bot lot of books at 
Lowdermilks, 1424-26. 
 F. St. N.W. 
[Saturday 11] 
Came over to Annapolis 
Darrell has letter from 
his mother – she is O.K. 
Foot ball game with Princeton 
     Princeton won! 
Good visit with Darrell – he  
took dinner with me at the 
Maryland also – the best old 
boy in the world. 
    Start hom tomorrow 
[Sun. Oct. 12, 1902] 
Went over to Washington on 
8:30 train – did not see Darrell 
this morning – Spent day 
wandering about Washington 
- Guilds Old book store – 
& started home on B & O. at 
6:20 
[Monday 13] 
Arrived at Chicago & at 

Auditorium Hotel at 
10. p.m.  Bath & went 
to bed. 

Diary 4,  1902 
october14and15an
d16and17 

[Tues. Oct. 14, 1902] 
McCluzgs Book store 
Bogart. Palmers. Pect. 
 Oct 15 
Visited Bookstores &  
bot rare books &c. 
[Wednesday 15] 16 
St Paul – Arranged with 
West Pub. Co. for publication 
of 1st Alaska Rep. 
Visited Thos. Cooper, Gen. Mgr. 
N.P. 
     Purchased U.S. Rep and 
Dig - $230.00 &c. 
[Thur. Oct. 16, 1902] 
Left St. Paul on 10:35 p.m. 
N.P. train p.m. for home 
[Friday 17] 
Crossing Dakota 
Met       Hubbard – now 
Co. Auditor of Spokane Co. 
At Missoula met Wentworth 
Div. Supt. N. P. from there to 
Spokane – Van Houten. 

Diary 4,  1902 
october18and19an
d20 

[Sat. Oct. 18, 1902] 
Met B.C. Van Houten – from 
Helena & Seattle.  Also 
met Wentworth, Div. Supt. 
N.P. at Missoula. 
[Sunday 19] 
Donnelly Hotel – Tacoma 
Sunday 1 oclock. 
McClaine & Judge Snell. 
[Mon. Oct. 20, 1092] 
Removed from Donnelly to 
“Irving”, with Mrs. Wickersham 

Diary 4,  1902 
october24and25 

[Fri. Oct. 24, 1902] 
Trial of Jeresich case 
before U.S. Land office at 
Seattle – 
Appeal by McGraw.  Carr – 
Balliett, &              for the 
pardon of Dan. Carolan, 
convicted for murder of Muldowney 
at Eagle City court, &c 
 Doubtful! 
[Saturday 25] 
Seattle full of Nome people, 
& I met many and they seemed 
pleased to see me, - Till Price, 
Griffin, Fenton, Soderberg &c 

Diary 4,  1902 
october26and27an

[Sun. Oct. 26, 1902] 
Long talk with Senator Foster, 
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He will support me as against 
Richards vile attacks – and 
supports me earnestly.  Also 
called on Senator Mitchell, of 
Oregon – friendly. 
[Monday 27] 
Visit from Parkinson (Nome News) 
Ed. Dunn,  Capt. Geiger and 
Bill McPhee, from Nome. 
Lunch at “Tacoma Hotel” & 
agreement with Dunn to come 
to Valdes in February and go 
into the interior with me – mining. 
[Tues. Oct. 28, 1902] 
“Florodora” 
[Wednesday 29] 
White River Power Co v. 
Wickersham – 40 acres 
at Buckley for dam. 
7th Ward Rep. Meeting. 
Dinner at Knatvolds. 
Mr & Mrs. (Dr) Kittleson 

Diary 4,  1902 
november05and06 

[Wed. Nov. 5, 1902] 
 Delivered Address before 
Seattle Chamber of Commerce 
on the “Needs of Alaska.” 

Diary 4,  1902 
november07and09a
nd10 

[Fri. Nov. 7, 1902] 
Seattle P.I. endorses 
my views of Alaska 
[Sun. Nov. 9, 1902] 
Telegram announcing arrival 
of Perry, U.S. Marshal at Seattle 
Went over after mail – 
     Took dinner with McClaines 
- present Mr & Mrs McClaine –  
Dolph & Margaret – Debbie & I –  
Nan & Mr & Mrs Olds – 
[Monday 10] 
Reached an agreement with the 
agent of White Riv Power Co 
to sell 90 acres of our farm 
at Buckley for $75. per 
acre.   Will go to Buckley 
tonight to submit the 
matter to Mother & Harry 

Diary 4,  1902 
november11and12a
nd14 

[Tues. Nov. 11, 1902] 
Wrote to Atty Genl. asking to 
remain on outside until Feb 1, 
to prepare 1st Alaska Reports. 
     Contract with White Riv. Power 
Co. agreed to by mother & Harry – 
Tendered Reception by 
Tacoma Chamber of Commerce 
& made speech on Needs of Alaska. 
     Notified White Riv. Power Co- 

Telegram from Perry asking me 
to come over to Seattle – Mountjoy 
& Taylor, Ex. Dept. Justice there. 
[Wednesday 12] 
Seattle today – Saw the two 
Examiners from Dept. of Justice –  
Mountjoy & Taylor – they are in 
possession of important evidence 
to prove Marshal Richards guilty 
of “fixing” both jury & his accounts. 
 
Mountjoy & Mrs & Mr Perry took dinner 
with Mrs W & I at Rainer Grand. 
Saw many Nome & Valdes people 
 
[Friday 14] 
White Riv. Pow. Co. agree to buy 
our 90 acres at Buckley &c 
but only want to pay $1500- 
cash & balance in 3 & 6 mo - 

Diary 4,  1902 
november15and16a
nd18 

[Sat. Nov. 15, 1902] 
“Ledger” seeks to enforce the 
agreement made between Foster 
& Wilson – Jan. 31, 1899 – in senator 
=ship contest.  I refuse to be 
interviewed but examine mss. 
& persuade them to adopt a 
course of reconciliation rather 
than recrimination. 
 Rewrite Editorial – 
[Sunday 16] 
“Ledger” publishers Editorial & 
statement – Foster – Wilson 
Thos. C. Taylor, &. dept. Justice 
who was in Nome with Mountjoy 
came to see me today.  Remained 
at lunch & all afternoon & 
we talked Nome affairs over 
fully.  Report will be against 
Richards, Forrest & Stevens 
I would not be surprised to 
see them all indicted. 
 
[Tuesday 18] 
     Got sale of 90 acres at 
Buckley about finished 
Tom. Sammons & wife started 
to Washington this a.m. 

Diary 4,  1902 
november19and20a
nd21and22 

[Wed. Nov. 19, 1902] 
Finished up sale of Buckly 
lands – money paid first 
payment $1500, & papers in  
escrow at Nat. Bk. of Commerce. 
 
Set up my moosehorn chair 
from Eagle City- 
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[Thursday 20] 
Went with Jerry Meeker & examin 
=ed lands on Puyalup Indian 
reservation.  Concluded to buy 
49 ½ acres – 20 out of Wynaco 
tract & 29 ½ out of Smokalem 
tract. 
 Dictated great number 
of letters. 
[Fri. Nov. 21, 1902] 
Recd. Letter from Capt. Hansen 
for Northern Com. Co. urging 
demand for McKenzies removal 
& threatening me with “resentment 
at Department in Washington.” 
Letter is an insult and I 
intend to resent it. 
[Saturday 22] 
Examined lands on Puyallup 
Ind. reservation & bought 
50 acres more – making 
90 acres there – Jerry 
Meeker went with me to see it. 
 
Tel. from Hansen asking me 
to meet him at train – did so 
& made him understand that 
his letter was contemptible 

Diary 4,  1902 
november23and24a
nd25 

[Sun. Nov. 23, 1902] 
Working on 
 “Needs of Alaska” 
[Monday 24] 
Sent George A. Jeffry, my 
stenographer to Juneau to 
procure copies of judges 
decisions. 
Called Feb. Term of Court 
 at Valdes. 
[Tues. Nov. 25, 1902] 
Working on “Needs of Alaska” 

Diary 4,  1902 
november27and28a
nd29and30 

[Friday 28] 
Debbie has concluded to go to 
Tuscon, Ariz. 
Finished letter to N.C. Co. 
resenting Hansons letter 
See Letter book – this date. 
[Sat. Nov. 29, 1902] 
No word yet from Atty Genl in Ans. 
to my request for further leave – 
telegraphed Senator Foster. 
Debbie packing – will go next 
 Wednesday. 
Capt. Hansen took lunch 
with us – Mrs. W – flowers 
[Sunday 30] 
Went to Seattle – saw S. T. 

Jeffry, from Nome & Adam 
W. Johnson, court crier &c. 
Johnson “hard up” & promised 
to go back tomorrow and aid 
him in getting a job. 

Diary 4,  1902 
december01and02a
nd03and04 

[Mon. Dec. 1, 1902] 
Went to Seattle & had long talk with 
McGraw – he took lunch with me 
at Rainer Grand – is my friend. 
He agreed also to get Johnson 
a job.  Fenton is interested. 
 
Telegram recd. from Foster 
refusing my request for leave. 
 
Harrington Emerson, C. E. called 
& asked me to come to Seattle 
Wednesday to meet Alaskan 
parties. 
 
[Tuesday 2] 
Packed trunks &c. left 2 
trunks and large box at 
Donelley Hotel Baggage rooms. 
Every thing ready – Debbie goes 
tomorrow & I next day. 
 
[Wed. Dec. 3, 1902] 
Debbie left at 9:10 a.m 
for Arizona. 
 
Bought Seventy (70) acres 
of land on Puyallup Indian 
reservation at Comr. Snowdens 
sale - $75. per A. for 30 acres, & 
$20 per A. for balance. 
 
Went to Seattle & staid at the 
Rainer Grand – 
 
[Thursday 4] 
In Tacoma – sick – a 
stranger in Tacoma – almost: 
 
My pamphlet “Alaska: 
Its Resources. Present Condition 
& Needed Legislation” in print. 
& am sending it to Senators & 
Members of Congress - 

Diary 4,  1902 
december05and06a
nd07and08 

[Fri. Dec. 5, 1902] 
Came over to Seattle today 
at Ranier – Grand – will stay here 
till I go to Valdes. 
 
Went to “Grand” & saw Th. Jefferson 
play “Rip Van Winkle” – I felt the 
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whole tragedy rather than saw or 
heard it. 
Invited to Ranier Club – by 
Judge Thomas Burke – 
 will not go – 
[Saturday 6] 
R. Onffroy – (Onffroy) – the head of 
the Alaska peninsula coal & fishing 
Co. came to seek my aid in calling Gov. 
Brady to Washington – Judge Burke 
favors it - & the purpose is to get the 
Seattle Chamber of Com. to request 
it – I will assist them – He also 
wants a Com – on north side of 
Alaska peninsula – will do that 
also – 
Have also asked for commutation 
of Dan Carolans sentence to 5. yrs. 
[Sun. Dec. 7, 1902] 
Met Marshal Jim Drakes brother 
from Nome – and party.  They are 
going in to Valdes and I am going to 
have them “locate” me on claims – 
visited by Ide, E. A. Henderson & others 
Dinner with “Reb.” McConnell 
of Dawson – Circle City – 
[Monday 8] 
Met Capt. Tuttle of the “Bear” 
this evening – he is a typical 
hearty old sea dog - & loves 
whisky – be it good, bad or indifferent. 
 
Learned today that Seven hold 
-over State Senators from King 
County, offered to combine with 
Pierce Co. and for an equal 
number of votes for Preston to give 
7 for Foster 2 years from now. 
Refused by the Pierce Co. 
delegation on Saturday - 

Diary 4,  1902 
december09and10a
nd11and12 

[Tues. Dec. 9, 1902] 
Have concluded to go on “Bertha” & inside 
passage north to Valdes – “Bertha” in now 
Have just created new Precinct on 
lower end of Alaskan peninsula 
= “Peninsula Precinct.”  Sent Nan 
$100. Lawall $10.  Nan’s Culters potlack 
& LaWalls to pay my Elks Lodge dues. 
[Wednesday 10] 
Met Col. Dick Plunkett, of Circle, 
-Oklahoma &c. a friend of Hoggatts 
He is going to Ketchikan, to see 
some mines for Eastern parties. 
 
Met Mrs. Dunbar – proprietors 
wife – Ranier-Grand & examined 

a fine collection of bronzes. 
[Thur. Dec. 11, 1902] 
Went to Buckley – via Tacoma 
Thomas Sims {Son Chesley – 
Molly       “ 
 
Chesley     Sims  
Polly Brown   “    {Nancy – McHary 
(see page 
[Friday 12] 
Brot. gun & Kodak & 
visited Howards grave at 
Tac. cemetery - & our home. 
Back to Seattle. 
 
Took dinner with Wm Steel 
& went to theater – Grand- 
Dinner at 12 midnight with 
Steel & Reber – 
Wrote to Debbie. 

Diary 4,  1902 
december13and14a
nd15and16 

[Sat. Dec. 13, 1092] 
Visited book collection at McDou= 
=gal & Southwicks – sent on for 
sale from England & in charge 
of Prof. Meaney – Left my bids 
on a dozen West Coast Americana. 
Left Seattle at 3 p.m. on “Bertha” 
for Valdes – heavily loaded &c. 
large number of passengers. 
Cockroaches – everywhere! 
[Sunday 14] 
Cloudy stormy – wind from S.E. fair 
and raises great waves in Gulf of Georgia. 
Passed through Seymour Narrows- 
Capt. Johansen – “Bertha” 
Mrs. John Y. Ostrander 
Mrs. Kinghorn. 
Capt. Rathbone 
& I. had lunch with Capt. 
after cards – in his cabin. 
     Passed through Queen Charlotte 
Island dining tonight – strong winds 
& waves rolling high – fine 
[Mon. Dec. 15, 1902] 
Fine voyage – crossed Millbank Sd. 
heavy swell – snow storm – 
studying Spanish & magazines. 
 
On upper deck of “Bertha” is the 
“Catella Queen” – a gasoline launch 
& “Petroleum No 1” – a scow, both 
going to Catella Bay, for use in oil 
exploration.  Think of naming 
the location of the Comr.[?] on 
Controller Bay “Galiano”, in 
honor of Capt. Valdes compatriot. 

- 21 - 



Alaska State Library – Historical Collections   Diary of James Wickersham 
MS 107 Diary 4   February 12, 1902 through December 31, 1902 

[Tuesday 16] 
Crossed Dixons Entrance this 
forenoon – remained in bed till 
3 p.m. on that account, rather 
than get sea sick.  Passed 
Ketchikan – this evening. 
Very windy – stormy – snow. 
 
Another game of “cinch” with 
Capt. Johansen, Capt. Rathbone 
Mrs. Ostrander, Mrs. Kinghorn 
& I present.  lunch. 

Diary 4,  1902 
december17and18a
nd19and20 

[Wed. Dec. 17, 1902] 
Splendid day through Wrangell 
Narrows – by Patterson Glacier. 
Snow storms & King Winter. 
Will reach Juneau tonight 
Sending copies of my address 
on “Alaska” to Juneau, Skagway 
Dawson, Eagle &c. 
     Wrote Debbie and Darrell both. 
Sent Darrell $5.00 for Christmas. 
     John Y. Ostrander came on 
here & joined his wife for Valdes. 
     Dautrick called. 
[Thursday 18] 
Reached Juneau at 2 a.m. and 
remained there till morning, 
mailed my letters &c.  Saw Georg 
Jeffry – is securing copies of the 
opinions of Judge Brown & 
former judges.  Cannot go on 
this boat but will come on Santa 
Ana.  Through Chatham Sd & 
Peril St.  At Rodman bay tonight 
unloading 25 tons of coal & 500 bun 
ches shingles.  Railroad 10 mi 
back to gold mine – wharf &c. 
 Bot. Indian basket here - $3.00 
[Fri. Dec. 19, 1902] 
Grand, glorious winter morning – 
through Peril St. Saulsbury Id – past 
old “Sitka” – to Sitka – Edgecumbe. 
 
Left “Bertha” at Sitka.  Gov Brady 
asked me to remain over until next 
boat.  Lunch with Capt. & Mrs Jarvis 
visited Indian river.  As came 
back saw “Nome City” coming in 
Paid respects to Gov. Brady & 
came out on “Nome City”  
at 3 oclock – Regret. 
[Saturday 20] 
Cloudless sky – magnificent 
Fairweather range – Crillon 
Fairweather.  Le Perouse – 

St. Elias, Vancouver, Hubbard 
Grand, white mountain range 
Malaspina Glacier – 60 mi – 
Went into Yakutat Bay – 
20 canoes loaded with Indi 
=ans came off to ship at Yakutat 
to trade:  bought one large basket 
Splendid view of St. Elias &  its 
ranges – snow covered & 10,000 ft 
high – from St E to Fairweather 

Diary 4,  1902 
december21and22a
nd23and24 

[Sun. Dec. 21, 1902] 
Coming into Prince Williams Sd. 
between Hinchinbrook & Montague Is. 
Glorious day – high range of snowy 
mountains to north.  Severe wind 
storm between Kayak & Hinchin 
=brook – coming from Copper river 
delta.  Not sea sick yet! 
Though remained in bed during 
storm – this forenoon. 
     The sun “sat” at 3.30. 
[Monday 22] 
Nome City reached Valdes at 
12 m. last night, and came  
across wharf this morning in 
a blinding windstorm.  St Elias 
Hotel.  Dabney & Poot, a telephone 
hotel – you hear a man kiss his 
wife 3 rooms away.  Heilig & 
Harlan, glad to see me.  Offices 
in court room ready & I went 
to work, wrote letters to Debbie 
& Darrell – plenty of mail. 
Letters from Debbie & Darrell. 
     Lawyers calling to pay 
their respects. 
[Tues. Dec. 23, 1902] 
Worked all day in office. – Am 
given reception tonight by 
residents of Valdes – Wm 
Berry called. 
     Clear quiet today – no wind. 
Writing letters to catch up mail 
Eagle mail goes in morning. 
[Wednesday 24] 
Splendid reception by people 
of Valdez last night.  Music, 
speeches, &c. and a ball at 
“Moose Hall”   Great crowd & 
was introduced & shook hands 
with hundreds, of course.  Am 
very much pleased over it, 
& think a good impression made. 
     Warm – snow – no wind. 

Diary 4,  1902 
december25and26a

[Thur. Dec. 25, 1902] 
A sad, cold Christmas. 
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nd27and28  Sent tea, sugar, meal &c to two 

sick Indian families – no 
sick or poor whites in Valdez. 
Was invited to Dinner with 
the order of “Moose” at Moose 
Hall – a large log building 
splendid dinner – company 
ladies – children & members 
Mr. Harlan, Heilig & I there. 
     Worked in office all day- 
[Friday 26] 
Getting about caught up with 
my letters &c. and intend to begin 
on “Reports” Monday.  Have just 
conveyed Eddys complaint to 
me about selling Indian girls 
& liquor to Indians, to Harlan 
& have arranged a plan to get 
testimony to stop both crimes. 
Sent $9.00 to Am. Anthro. Assoc.  Dr. 
Roland B Dixon, Cambridge, Mass, as 
founders dues for 1902-3 in full. 
     Eddy, Harlan & Dribelbis working 
together now on liquor selling &c. 
[Sat. Dec. 27, 1902] 
Working on “Reports” and “Rules of 
Court”.  Divided Division into Pacific 
and Yukon court districts. 
     A Dr. Pratt reports whisky & debauchery 
at Iliamna – Harlan investigating 
Put up punching bag in my 
office and find it fine. 
[Sunday 28] 
Worked in office all day – except 
took a walk off up Lowe river 
into splendid cottonwood forest. 
Used punching bag. 
Wrote a letter to Sloss about  
McKenzie affair (Hansen letter) 
asking that matter be forgotten. 
I will not forget though that 
Washburn is to blame for it. 
Attended services with Masons 
tonight at Episcopal Church 

Diary 4,  1902 
december29and30a
nd31 

[Mon. Dec. 29, 1902] 
The “Excelsior” came in at noon with 
35 passengers: Dr. Goddard & Mr 
& Mrs. McNealey from Tacoma. 
Recd letters from Debbie & Darrell 
Debbie is at Tucson & does not seem 
to be satisfied. 
     Working on “Report.” 
Had consultation with Heilig & Lyons 
who urge my candidacy for Congress. 
Have about consented to run.  Lyons 
is going to Juneau, Sitka & Skagway 

to ascertain how the land lies. 
[Tuesday 30] 
During Lyons absence Ostrander 
will act as Comr.  Made appointment 
today – oath & bond given to & filed. 
Said to Lyons & Heilig = they should 
have my first consideration in 
case successful in Congressional 
matter. 
     Fully informed Lyons of my old 
scandal and he says it will 
not bar my candidacy. 
[Wed. Dec. 31, 1902] 
McKeand v. McKeand, divorce granted. 
Lyons goes out on Excelsior today 
Wrote to George T. Reed for 500 “Alaska 
& its Needs”, pamphlets.  Wrote to 
Debbie again today. 
“Bertha’ came in from Kodiak & went 
out to Seattle.  Capt. Johansen came 
up to speak for Gallagher, Com. Kodiak, 
McKeand divorce means a marriage 
between her & Debney – St. Elias Hotel man 

Diary 4,  1902 end 
page01and02 

McKinley St. Valdez. Investment 
82 feet frontage, 140 ft deep  400.00 
Jany. 22,  Lumber  205.75 
    “   31  Labor & material 152.35 
 Feb 16.   Gregory labor   14.40 
    “    “     Paper hanger   21.50 
    “    “     Gouzigan. labor   24.00 
    “    “      Shingling      9.00 
     “    “     lumber    12.65 
     “    “     McNeely, labor 121.90 
     “    “     Material    22.35 
    583.90 
[2nd page:] 
4507 Forrestville Ave 
Chicago, 
C. H. Barber. 
 
Prof. John Macoun, 
naturalist 
Geo. Dept. Ottawa 
 
Peter Lawrence 
Yakutat – “Indian 
 
Mt St. Elias – Indian 
nanu (Yakutat) Yas-a-ta-sha 
Yäs-ātä-shä.” 
Yas-atah-sha 

Diary 4,  1902 end 
page03 

 Expenses for Subsistence &c 
 govt. act. 
Febry 1903                   due to me 
1   Bk .75 diner .75  1.50 
2   Bk   .40 lunch .35 dinner .75 1.50 
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3     “     50. lunch .50   “    1.00 2.00 
4     “    40. dinner .50    .90 
5     “    50 lunch .50 dinner .50 1.50 
6     “    50. dinner .50  1.00 
7     “    50      “      .50  1.00 
8    “     50  lunch .75  dinner 1.00 2.25 
9    “     35.     dinner .50   .85 
10  “     50.  dinner .40 dinner .50 1.40 
11  “     50.    lunch .50  1.00 
12  “     50      dinner .50 1.00 
13  “     50.        “       .50 1.00 
14  “     40. lunch .40  dinner .50 1.30 
15  “     40.    dinner 1.50 1.90 
16  “     50         “        .50 1.00 
17  “     50.        “        .50 1.00 
18  “     50 lunch .40  dinner .75 1.65 
19  “     50             dinner    .50 1.00 
20  “     50  lunch 40     “   1.00 1.90 
21  “     50         dinner     .50 1.00 
22     .50 
23 
24 
25 
26 

Diary 4,  1902 end 
page04 

6  dinner at Bennett     100 
“   supper at Whitehorse    150 
7  Bk. Whitehorse 75  bed 2.00    250. 
“   dinner 1.50  supper 1.50    300 
8 Bk 1.50 dinner 1.00 supper 1.50    400 
9   “   1.50     “     1.50    “       1.50    450 
10 “   1.50     “     1.50    “       1.50    450 
11 “   1.50     “     1.50    “       1.50    450 
11  Lunch 1.00 Bath 2.00 Ex. Fan Stewart 
       crossing to Dawson 2.50    550 
12 Bk 1.00 Lunch 2.25 dinner 1.50    375 
13 Bk 1.00      100 
14 Bk 1.00 board & ldg. 

Diary 4,  1902 end 
page05 

Traveling Ex. against U.S. – 
1902 
 Nome 
July 15. Baggage to wharf    2.00 
  “   Fare to St Micheal  20.00 
  “ Golden Gate Hotel bill  75.00 
 16th Telegram St. M to Heilig   1.40 
  “ Porter – baggage to hotel   1.00 
 20   “  “ to boat   1.00 
  “ Hotel bill St. Micheal  18.00 
  “ Ticket – St. M to Rampart 50.00 
  25 Tel. Nulato to Heilig      .80 
  29 Fare Rampart to Eagle City 37.00 
Aug 23 Fare Eagle to Dawson  15.00 
  “    25 Regina Hotel bill (self)    7.50 
  “     “ Ticket to Skagawy  45.00 
  “   30 Meals “Windsor” W.H.   1.25 
  “    “ room in     1.00 
  “    “ Ticket W. H. to Skagway 20.00 

  “    “ dinner     1.00 
Sep 1. Meals, Skagway    2.00 
 “    1. Room, 5th Ave Hotel    2.00 
 “    “  Fare Tac: City of Seattle 30.00 
[written over all  on diagonal:] 
Act sent in Oct 29 1902 

Diary 4,  1902 end 
page06and07 

[double page list of meal expenses from 
December 5, 1902 to January 31, 1903] 

Diary 4,  1902 end 
page08and09 

Translation of Russian inscription on 1817 bell 
“1817.  At town Slobodsk maker Basil Makunen”. 
 
Leslies Weekly – Aug 14 
Thomas Sims & John Gunn married sisters 
Molley Sims & Thursy Gunn, & lived near 
Guilford C. H. N. C. on Mch 15, 1781, where the 
battle with Cornwallis took place: both husbands 
were American soldiers there. 
 Genealogy of Sims family: 
Thomas Sims / Chesley 
Molly Sims    { Benjamin 
     \ Matthew 
 
Chesley Sims /Martha (Patsy). married Wyatt Parkman. 
Polly Brown Sims      {James.               “     Patsy Puckett. 
  \Sanders.               “     Nancy Carter. 
    \Jennie.  unmarried. 
      \Betsy.        “ 
        \Susan  married John Dickerson 
         \Polly  unmarried 
          \Nancy married James McHaney 
           \Sally married John McHaney 
 
James McHaney {  Mary Jane – my mother 
Nancy Sims 

Diary 4,  1902 back 
cover 

Feb. 1902 
     to 
Dec 31, 1902. 

diary03 1901 back 
cover map 

[captions:]  Tundra   Cape Prince of Wales 
The Cadet, 2600 ft 
East Cape    Diomedes   Fairway 
Cape Prince of Wales 
 
Rognon 
July 19, 1901 
$2475.  E. G. R. 
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fDiary 5, 1903 
front cover 

    Private Diary 
 of 
James Wickersham. 
 1903 
       Hands off. 
Jany 1st 1903 to May 15, 1903 

Diary 5, 1903 
inside front cover 

James Wickersham 
 
Private Diary. 
Jany 1st 1903 to 
May 15th 1903 
 
Jacob Metz, Ft Gibbon 
      knows Mt. McKinly country 

Diary 5, 1903 
january01a 

Valdez.  Jany 1st 1903 – Alaska 
Weather mild – cloudy – gentle fall of snow –  
beautiful winter morning.  Attended dance at 
K. P. Hall last night for two hours – refused 
to make address – suggested singing “America” 
which was done with a zest.  Since reaching 
here have been industriously engaged in the 
preparation of the 1st Alaska Reports – Am 
now preparing the syllabi for my own and 
Judge Browns decisions.  Have worked out 
a comprehensive plan of digesting all 
prior and published decisions so that the 
book will embrace the entire field of decided 
law from Alaska since 1868.  Need some 
competent assistance, though, and have just 
sent Richard H. Geoghegan, at EastSound, Wash 
via. Seattle, the following telegram: 

Diary 5, 1903 
january01b 

“Come to Valdez on first boat.  Good Salary.” 
     Went over to “Prospector” office with 
Mr. Harlan to call – Hildreth is a mild 
mannered man with a gentle feminine fact,  
and well known to be a model Christian – but 
Joe Burke, his partner – well, Joe. is different 
He displays a large (private) tureen of lemonade 
with a peculiarly brown look, a pleasant odor 
and a taste – well I had tasted it before, but 
looking at Hildreth, Harlan and I both took 
a pint tin cup full, - you never can trust an 
Irish printer – they are irreverent and have too great 
a fondness for a Joke – and lemonade with a “stick” 
in it.  Gov. Leedy, Joe, Williams and Mr. 
Harlan went to dinner with me – I did 
nt think it of Hildreth. 

Diary 5, 1903 
january02and03 

Jan7. 2nd  Calm, quiet and snowing.  Mail 
for Eagle & Yukon went out today – Am 
working “Reports”.  Capt. Wilson and 
Lieutenant Wheeler, from Ft. Liscum took 
dinner with me last evening as did also 
Mr. Martin, agent of Packing & Nav. Co. – 
Heilig & Harlan – and we had a fine 
dinner – Capt. Wilson has been in Nome & 
knows everyone there & is my strong friend. 

Lt. Wheeler is a young man from Buffalo N.Y. 
 Jany 3rd 
Working on “Report” all day.  Agreed with Dr. 
Goddard to go out on north end of McKinley 
Ave. & take a lot = took lot with Goddard 
& McNeally, - front south toward bay. 
Lawyers give me a reception tonight 
at 8 oclock.  Beautiful clear  
day – calm & quiet. 

Diary 5, 1903 
january04a 

Jany 4th.  Lawyers gave me a reception 
last night.  A very pleasant affair. 
[printed:] 
“RECEPTION 
      Tendered To 
Judge James Wickersham, 
          By The 
Bar Association 
             of 
Valdez, Alaska. 
SATURDAY, JANUARY THIRD, 
      MDCCCCIII. 

Diary 5, 1903 
january04b 

MENU 
   Blue Points. 
SAUTERNE.   Consomme Xavier. 
  Amandes  Salses Olives 
AMONTILLADO.   Lobster, a la Newberg 
   Broiled Spring Chicken 
BURGUNDY.    Oyster Pates 
   Roman Punch 
VEUVE CLIQUOT  Welsh Rarebit 
G. H. MUMM & CO. 
EXTRA DRY. 
 Fruit    Nuts    Cheese   Café Noir 
 
TOASTS 
JOHN GOODELL, TOASTMASTER 
WELCOME           F. M. Brown, Pres. Bar Association 
RESPONSE   Judge James Wickersham 
THE ARMY AND THE LAW  Capt. Eugene Wilson 
COURT OFFICERS  A. R. Heilig 
RAILROADS   O. P. Hubbard 
LAW AND ORDER  N. V. Harlan 
RESOURCES OF ALASKA J. Y. Ostrander 
TOWNSITE LAW  J. F. Rice 
ADMIRALTY   W. H. Whittlesey 
NOME    Willoughby Clark 
LAWYER IN POLITICS  J. F. Roy 
MINES    Henry King 
REMINESCES   J. W. Leedy” 

Diary 5, 1903 
january04c 

Went out on McKinley Ave. today to see the lots 
located by Goddard & McNeally of which I am 
to have one.  The town in wandering off in 
that direction and our lots are in the woods 
just beyond the end of the jumping off place – 
3 or 4 blocks west of Reservation St.  It 
is like the breath of a spring morning to go 
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out in that direction and watch the men 
shoveling snow – placing foundations and 
putting up the first settlers shanties – it  
is the first encroachment upon Nature! 
People are coming in rapidly and taking 
lots & building.  I have today purchased 
a tract of six (6) acres of Soldiers Additional 
Hd. Scrip & hope to locate it on a water 
supply for Valdez – if so will organize 
a water supply & pipe water into town 
Warm – snowing & quiet.  Fine. 

Diary 5, 1903 
january05 

Jany 5th  Worked all day on “Reports”. 
Am invited out to dinner with Gov. Leedy & wife. 
Leedy was a Populist governor of Kansas & 
has two daughters and a son in his family here 
besides his wife. = Rev. Mr. Hosford, the Congregation 
=alist minister,  O. P. Hubbard, lawyer, whom I 
knew at Nome and I constituted the dinner party 
at Gov. Leedys,  - and the family.  Mr. Hosford surprised 
me by having lived long in Utah and defending 
the Mormons!  He praised their method of controling 
their members – making them work – and grow rich. 
The Gov. told us about his political troubles & 
in Kansas & especially his speaking contest 
with Susan B. Anthony, - he was so interested 
that he forgot to ask Rev. Hosford to ask grace 
until he had helped the plates – & Mrs. Leedy 
had scowled at him.  He is thoroughly 
good natured and happy.  We spent an 
enjoyable evening. 

Diary 5, 1903 
january06 

Jany 6th.  Worked in office on “Report.” 
Snowing – deeper and deeper – We are 
expecting the mail boat every hour – but 
it does nt come.  S. A. Hemple, the 
banker and merchant, locally known as 
“Oklahoma Bill” called to see me this evening. 
The courthouse & our offices are in his building 
& he is “well fixed” for Alaska.  He is paralyzed 
on the left side and is rather spare, drawn 
& unprepossessing – until you  look at his 
eyes which are clear, bright and intelligent. 
He is from Missouri, went to Oklahoma & 
there, he told me, though an invalid and hardly 
able to walk, he resolved to go to Alaska and 
make money enough in mines to start a bank 
and store, and so badly crippled that he could 
never go to the mines himself by a careful system 
of “grubstaking” other men he has succeeded 
& is a worthy man – a “rara avis” by the way, 
as a banker.  He is a good citizen. 

Diary 5, 1903 
january07 

Jany 7.  Snowing deeper & deeper – it 
snowed more than 2 feet on a level 
last night & seems only beginning. 
“Santa Ana” in tonight – mail from Debbie 
- she is better and writes hopefully – Is now happily 
settled at Tucson – for which I am delighted. 

Also received lot of departmental mail 
including “leave of absence to Febry. 1st! 
Senator Foster seems not to have attended 
to my request – but telegraphed me back 
to Alaska when I might as well have 
done my work on “Report” in Tacoma! 
Also obtained departmental leave to 
prepare Alaska report, and authority to 
purchase 75 volumes in Alaska 
(25 in each division of the court) at $8.00 
per volume.  Also letter from Hon Fredk 
W. Seward, about Alaska. 

Diary 5, 1903 
january08and09 

Jany 8th  Storm abated – warm & fine – 
Snow four feet or more on a level – Wrote 
letters in answer to mail – Recd. good letter 
from Hoggett – He is doing good work in 
Washington for me as well as Alaska. 
Sent account for traveling & subsistence 
expenses for last quarter - $52. 
Jany 9th  Worked all day on “Report”  Have 
this evening finished syllabi on all but my 
own – which are easier because I better under 
stand the facts.  Have written West. Pub. Co 
that Atty. Genl. approves the scheme and 
authorizes purchasing 75 volumes at $8.00 per. 
Am earnestly looking around to get some 
lots before the “boom” strikes the town – I 
feel quite sure that Valdez is going to be a per 
manent town & probably quite a city in 
the future as the open door to the interior of Alaska 

Diary 5, 1903 
january10 

Jany 10th  Raining and snowing.  The miners 
in town from the Copper river valley have this 
week held a mass meeting, appointed committees 
and adopted stringent rules and regulations 
limiting the locations of mines.  The committee 
presented me with petition for the organization 
of a mining district in the valley, with recorders 
office at some central point.  Have agreed to 
consider it & will do it if it will be 
self supporting.  The “Shelikoff” a 
small steamer that travels from here out to 
Ooonalaska is long overdue and fears are 
entertained of her loss.  The “Santa Ana” is 
considering the advisability of going out to 
search for her – Intend to suggest to the 
Cham. of Com. & Newspapers that a revenue 
cutter be stationed here for the use of officials 
& such public matters as that. 

Diary 5, 1903 
january11 

Jany 11th 1903.   One year ago Howard 
died.  I saw him last at Eagle city – he 
stood on the upper deck of the “Whitehorse” 
and waved his hand at me, as I stood with 
his dog “Yukon” on the bank.  This was 
in the last days of July, - he was then the 
very picture of health, strength and courage. 
He was my pride, my love, and the hope 
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of my future, and I am just now beg 
=ining to realize that he is dead.  His 
death almost killed his mother and quite 
destroyed one half of my life – hopes and hap 
=piness.  My ambition went with his dear 
sweet baby face.  I did not know how 
much I depended on him nor how 
much he meant to my life.  Howard 
Howard! 

Diary 5, 1903 
january12and13 

12th Jany.  Worked all day on “Report.” 
Raining – snowslides coming thundering 
down the mountain sides – the “Canyon” on 
Lowe river is open – no ice – and travel to 
the interior is cut off – warm & wet. 
Snow disappearing rapidly – wish it 
would turn cold.  I bought 82 feet 
frontage on McKinley street today, $400.00. 
Will put a small house on it & probably 
sell if I get a sufficient rise this summer. 
13th Jany.  Finished buying 82 ft on 
McKinly Ave.  I assigned my October 
and November vouchers for salary to Heilig 
who paid me the amount $828.80.  I paid 
for that piece of ground, also for 6 acres of 
Soldiers Add. Hd. Scrip = $105. making 
my total investment $505.00  Worked all 
day on “Report.  Snowing & Raining. 

Diary 5, 1903 
january14and15and
16a 

Jany 14.  Got deed from Wm Grogg & paid him 
$100; and from C. J. Bartlett and May F. Bartlett, 
and paid them $300, for 82 ft on McKinley Ave. 
Will build a dwelling house at once.  James 
Fish, Sr. acted as real estate salesman 
Jany 15th.  I am almost finished preparing 
the syllabi for the first Alaska Report. 
Will begin on the index-digest tomorrow. 
Made preparations today to build a small 
house on my McKinley Ave. lots.  McNeally 
from Tacoma will do the work for me, & will push 
it as fast as possible so as to get renters in. 
We are now looking for a boat. 
Jany 16.  The Nome City reached port last 
night.  Mail and passengers came ashore 
this morning.  Richard H. Geoghegan, court 
stenographer for the interior district came 
- 70 passengers came up on her. 

Diary 5, 1903 
january16b 

Two good letters from Debbie – she seems 
to be getting better and is {as} comfortably settled 
as she can be away among strangers.  Also 
a nice letter from Darrell – he is doing so well 
- we are both proud of him.  I also received 
letters from Volney T. Hoggatt and Geo. M. Esterly 
from Washington, D.C. in relation to the Richards- 
Grigsby fight.  Whitehead, et. al. have begun an 
open war in the newspapers in Washington on both 
Richards and Grigsby, and these in turn have 
started in to roast me.  I shall keep out of 

it, though I may suffer either way.  I am 
sure, however, that it is more dignified in a judge 
to keep still and I intend to do so as long as 
the Department will permit me to do so.  My 
friends, however – well if they seek {want} to hit the 
enemy a whack – all right – I don’t care. 
I got a letter from Judge Lyons, from Juneau 

Diary 5, 1903 
january16cand17 

announcing the death of Gen. Freidrich, the 
U.S. Dist. Atty. – a petition was immediately pre 
=pared at my suggestion asking the President 
to appoint Asst. Dist. Lyons to the place & 
Heilig carried it around and every attorney 
in town signed it – he will send it to Lyons. 
Am done work on syllabi of decisions and 
will start Mr. Geoghegan to copying same 
tomorrow & will go to work on index-digest. 
Jany6 7th.  The Santa Ana came in this morning 
from her trip toward Unalaska after the 
Shelikoff – It is reported that the Shelikoff 
is safe.  Wind blowing hard today off 
the glacier and out of Lowe river canyon 
Wrote to Debbie & sent her dozen & a half 
of pictures of Valdez & surrounding country, 
fine – pictures, too.  Many of the Copper 
river trail. 

Diary 5, 1903 
january18a 

Jany 18. Worked all day in office on “Report”. 
Am now on Index-Digest and trying to 
keep two typewriters going – Santa Ana 
went out early this morning.  Blizzard 
blowing.      Isaac, a Yakutat Indian 
visited me today for an hour.  Says the Yakutats 
are the most northern of the Thlinkets.  That 
the Kayaks and Eyaks, belong to and speak 
the “Eyäk-Kōne” language, - that it is 
different from the Thlinket or the Aleut, which 
comes next on Prince William sound. 
Says that Copper river (Athapascan) people 
have always come down to the coast there 
- at Kayak.  Gave me these words in 
Yakutat:  Fire – Kōn: Water – Hēēn: 
Snow – Glāte : Sun – Geek – Kōn : Moon – 
Dis : Wood – Gun : Stone – Teh : 
Tree – Ōss : Ice – Tēēkh : Man – Käh. 

Diary 5, 1903 
january18band19an
d20 

Woman – Shaw-mut : {child.} Tuck-kwn-nā΄-yi. 
boat -   chē-ash; boat (larger) sēät. 
He tells me that the place names at  
Yakutat are Aleut, and that his 
people coming from toward Sitka long 
ago killed the Aleuts at Yakutat and 
took possession – I gather that it 
took place under Russian control. 
Jany 19.  Worked all day on “Report”, & on 
Index-Digest.  Am working on a 
card index – after the idea of our census 
index of 1880, at Springfield, Illinois. 
Jany 20.  Beautiful day – and the 
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sun, at last, shining into the town, from 
over the mountains which have hidden 
it for a month or more.  Worked all day 
on “Report” 

Diary 5, 1903 
january21and22 

Jany 21.  Began work on house on 
McKinley St. today 12 X 24 & kitchen. 
5 rooms.  Worked all day on “Report.” 
Fire Dept. of Valdez organizing tonight 
in courtroom, - the usual loud talk. 
Wrote to Debbie, & sent Hubbard 
application for commutation of sentence 
(sentenced at Circle City for 15 years for murder 
of Thos. McNamee) back to Doolittle. 
Refuse to recommend a commutation – 
Upon request sent photo, & biography to 
The Chicago Daily News. 
Jay 22nd  Paid for lumber for house 
on McKinley St. - $205.75  Capt. Wilson 
of Ft. Liscum to dinner.  Working on 
Report – Beautiful quiet clear day. 
Made application to join the “Valdez 
Moose” – initiation for $10.00 Heilig 
took it in & Harlan joins with me. 

Diary 5, 1903 
january23and24 

Jany 23.  Blizzard blowing:  Subscribed 
$10.00 to fire department.  Working hard 
on my “Report.” 
Jany 24th  The worst blizzard of wind and 
driving snow that I ever saw in progress. 
Truly there is no excellence without great 
labor, for I have been obliged to turn every 
page of 115 volumes of the Fed. Reporter, 
examine every case from Oregon, Washington 
and California in 30 vols. of Fed. Cases, 
and turn every page of the Supt. Ct. reports 
U.S. from 1867 to date, for matter for the 
first vol. of the Territory of Alaska Reports. 
No 1.  I am preparing the index to cover 
every case decided in the district of Alaska 
or concerning it or rising therein & decided 
by any other court, both original and 
appellate.  I intend that it shall be the 
foundation of the law reports of Alaska 
& all the states created therefrom. 

Diary 5, 1903 
january26and27a 

Jany 26.  Sunday.  Worked all day 
in office, except time for a splendid 
walk over the snow nearly up to the Valdez 
glacier.  On return dropped in & visited 
Gov. Leedys family a few minutes.  Am 
working early and late on report – now on 
the index-digest.  Hope to finish it before 
Febry 20th.  Am somewhat inclined to 
fear that I have made too great an 
investment in property here – for I can 
begin to see a townsite fight, between this 
place, and New Valdez, to the detriment 
of both.   Am going to “hedge.”  Went out 

toward New or West Valdez this afternoon 
for an hours run – fine hard trail & good 
air.  Another boat in two days- 
 Jany 27th 
Went out this afternoon to Bonanza Roadhouse 
5 miles up Lowe river, with Charlie Gleason 
for a walk, and went the round trip in 

Diary 5, 1903 
january27band29a 

little more than 2 hours – turkish bath, alcohol 
rub, and I feel much better.  Gleason is an 
athlete, one of Louis Lanes friends, and was with 
Louis at Point Hope, Kotzebue sound, and other 
places in the Arctic.  Bonanza roadhouse is a 
tent, run by “Rita Wolden”{-fenden-}  
and from appearances 
she sells liquor and other things to the thirsty Adams. 
Day after tomorrow we go to the Glacier on snow 
shoes.  I feel better today about my town lot 
investment.  Am doing nicely with “Report.” 
“Rules of Court” printed by “Prospector” 
 -Jany 29th- 
The “Excelsior” came in last night, and I 
am in receipt of two letters from Debbie and much 
business and personal mail.  Letters from Dr. Cahill 
Whitehead, and Walter E. Clark, are particularly 
interesting and gratifying.  They have been looking 
after my interests in Washington, and fighting my 
battles valiantly, along with Hoggatt & Esterly. 
Clark procured a very strong endorsement of 

Diary 5, 1903 
january29b 

my labors in Alaska from the Attorney General, 
while Whitehead induced the President to send for 
Taylor & Mountjoys report on Richards.  They are 
confident that both Richards and Grigsby will 
be removed.  Judge Lyons is back from Juneau 
and neighboring towns, and reports my fair 
prospects for my candidacy for Congress.  I also 
rcd. copy of Juneau “Record-Miner” and “Douglas 
Is. News” speaking very nicely of me in that connection. 
Gov. Brady is reported as friendly, - but Gov. Swine 
=ford will probably be as ugly as he knows how. 
     Was out to Valdez glacier this afternoon 
with my Bostonese Irish friend Charly Gleason, 
- Louis Lanes friend.  Enjoyed the grand view of 
this dry land glacier – its terminal and lateral 
moraines, - crevasses, &c. and the 4 miles work 
on snow shoes very much.  Our courthouse 
and office furniture came in on Excelsior last 
night – Mr. Perrey – to[?], and today it is in and 
I feel very well pleased with it.  Paid Heilig 

Diary 5, 1903 
january29cand30an
d31a 

in full amounts advanced on my salary 
for Oct. and Nov.    Mr. Harlan and 
I were initiated into the “Order of Moose.” 
of Valdez tonight. 
 
 Jany 30th 
Have invited Gov. Leedy & Mr. Harlan to 
dinner with me this evening to assist in 
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entertaining Mr. T. D. Arthur, of New York, 
Mr. Wm. H. Gorham, of Seattle and Mr. John 
Carson, of Salem, Oregon, three outside attorneys 
here to try the famous “Bonanza” copper mine 
case. #  Gov. Leedy, Judge Lyons, Mr Harlan 
and I enjoyed a good lazy diner & cigars 
with Messrs. Arthur, Gorham & Carson, and 
I am sure that all enjoyed the occasion 
- at the St. Elias restaurant. 
 -Jan. 31- 
I am much pleased with the letters from 
Hoggatt, Whitehead, Esterly, but 

Diary 5, 1903 
january31b 

particularly so with the one from Walter 
E. Clark, correspondent at Washington 
D.C. of the N.Y. Sun, Seattle P.I and other 
great papers.  The clippings from the 
papers indicate that instead of being 
able to run the President and save 
Richards, Grigsby will be removed 
with him.  He apparently went to Wash 
=ington without leave from the Atty. Genl. 
depending upon his “pull,” but Clark 
writes me that both the President and 
Attorney Genl. denounced his lapse 
from duty for a year, and the Atty. Genl 
has said he could also be removed. 
Col. Bob. Bruce of Texas is said to be 
slated for Marshal in Richards place. 
Clark writes me that in a conversation  
with him the Atty. Genl. said, when informed 
that efforts were being made to prejudice 
some of his subordinates against me, 

Diary 5, 1903 
january31c 

“If they are doing this, it is very improper, 
and I have’nt heard of it before.  I have a 
very good opinion of Wickersam, and 
I have gone out of my way on two or morethree 
occasions to express my appreciation 
of his good work in Alaska.”  He 
also says that he and Whitehead have 
both made warm and friendly representations 
to the President about me, and that the 
President told him he would send for Grigsby 
and demand an explanation of his presence 
in Washington.  As a figure of speech 
typifying their condition Clark says they 
are in “hot water”– and that “the water is 
likely to get hotter before it gets cooler.” 
 
Working on “Report” day and night. 
 
Paid on labor on house $152.35. 

Diary 5, 1903 
february01and02a 

 Febry 1st 
Sunday – but I worked all day in the office 
- wrote Debbie a nice long letter in the evening. 
Snowing – gently – but in carloads. 
 February 2nd 1903. 

Court met this morning – the first regular 
jury term ever held in Valdez – A R. Heilig 
Clerk, N. V. Harlan, Dist. Atty, Geo. G. Perry, Marshal, 
O. P. Hubbard, Asst. Dist. Atty, Chas. Drebelbis, Dep. Mar. 
Geo. A. Jeffry, stenographer, Richards H. Geoghegan, 
stenographer – Ed. Harlan, clerk.  “Dad” Nokes, Janitor. 
Charles Gleason, Crier.   Baldwin, bailiff. 
A. L. Levy, foreman of grand Jury – Organized and 
instructed grand jury, admitted Carson, & 
Arthur to the bar, hears some motions 
& adjourned for the day.  Worked on 
“report.”  In the evening O. P. Hubbard 
accompanied by Sexton, the surveyor & 
Gov. Leedy came in to see me about a new 
scheme for a townsite and railroad term= 

Diary 5, 1903 
february02b 

=inal on Fidalgo Bay.  They represent to me 
that starting from that point, instead of Valdez 
the railroad will strike a common point on the 
Copper river, with a saving of from 12 to 
20 miles, as well as the dangers and expense 
of Keystone canyon, - that there is plenty 
of timber at Fidalgo &c. &c. and want me 
to join them in a scheme to organize a new 
R.R. project from that point, take up lands 
start a townsite, &c. so that we can force the 
present R.R. people from Valdez to come 
to Fidalgo and let us in on the project as 
stockholders.  It looks good, but Hubbard 
and I both are in a doubtful position, he 
by reason of his employment by the Valdez 
R.R. as their attorney, while I only as a 
friend.  Hoggatt, Esterly and others 
of this road have been fighting many 
 battles in Washington – while I am now 
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february02cand03a
nd04 

offered an opportunity to “hold them up” as 
soon as they arrive here from Washington. 
My notion is that I ought not to do it. 
Febry. 3rd  “Excelsior” in from the 
westward, also “Shelikoff,” and the 
“Bertha” in from south, but nothing new 
nor no mail on her.  Got off letters to 
Debbie, Whitehead and Clark.  Was 
invited to spend evening at Judge Ostranders 
with Mr. Harlan & Capt. Johansen of the 
Bertha.  Played “cinch” & had a pleasant 
evening.  Went then to “Moose Ball” for 
an hour.  Worked on “Report” – when not 
in court. 
 -Febry 4th-    In court all 
day and worked on “Report.”  Took my 
first dancing lesson tonight.  Visited 
at Coles, - Mrs Brown, Mrs. Strouse & Mrs. 
Hopkins.  Coffee, cake, ice cream & candy 
- enough to kill an ordinary stomach. 

Diary 5, 1903 
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 Febry. 5th 
Court today – as usual.  Nearing the end 
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of copying decisions – Jeffry & Geoghegan – and 
I am hard at digest.  Paid my months board 
at St. Elias $51.40 – room and laundry only. 
8 pm.  Steamer Jeanie reported entering the 
bay – she will have mail.  Indictment 
today against Isaac Banta for murder 
in the first {second} degree. Spent the evening at 
Mr. & Mrs. Kelceys – Gov. Leedy & family. 
James Fish & Mayor Steele & wife present. 
 -Feby. 6th 1903- 
“Jeanie” brought in mail, letter from Debbie 
- says she is getting stronger – good.  E.A. 
Henderson, dept. clerk, came – 40 passengers 
Finished cards for index-digest today & 
boys finished copy my manuscript.  Will 
begin on index tomorrow – the arrangement. 
Court today – but little to do.  Banta 
arraigned – pleads tomorrow- 

Diary 5, 1903 
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 7th 
Indictment against Hamano, a Jap 
for murder in 1st degree.  Attended a 
small social function at Coles. 
 -8th- 
Sunday.  With Charley Gleason went out 
at 12. m. to the moraines in the valley back 
of Valdez.  Beautiful clear day, snow 6 ft 
deep on level – and we had the finest day 
of snow shoe ing I have had.  Climbed the 
highest point of the morainic deposits 
- the view of the vast Valdez amphitheatre 
was superb – the mountains tower almost 
a mile in perpendicular height all around 
- everything perfectly white except the deep 
dark waters of the bay and the deep blue 
of the sky, beginning just on the summits, 
- our position on a height enabled us 
to overlook every thing within the outer limits. 
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 -9th- 
Trial jury – empanelled.  Working on 
index to Report.  Tried a small 
case this afternoon without a jury. 
 -11th- 
Began on the case of U.S. v. Hamano, a 
Jap charged with murder at Ugashik, Bristol 
Bay, in June, 1902.  Trial jury – Went to 
a Masonic ball this eveing – speeches, 
supper, dancing. 
 -12th- 
The Portland in 2 days ago.  V. F. Haggatt, 
& others came in on her.  Also got letters 
from Debbie & many others.  Trial of 
U.S. v. Hamano, all day, charged 
the jury late in evening, verdict at 
7 p.m. “Manslaughter”- correct. 
Writing letters to go out on boat tomorrow. 

Diary 5, 1903  -13th- 

february13and14 Steamer “Santa Ana” came in last 
night with 116 passengers – many steam 
=ers coming and too many passengers – only 
a few leave town to engage in actual prospecting 
work, the rest are either too cowardly or too 
lazy to leave the streets to search the mountains 
for minerals, or they come for the purpose of 
living off those who do work.  Wrote a long 
letter to Debbie last night and sent her some 
pictures including one of myself and office. 
 14th 
Grand Jury has reported and was discharged 
yesterday – a very satisfactory jury and a 
good report.  Trial jury discharged this 
day, and term with jury productive of good. 
Trial of Crawford v. Burr et. al. involving 
trail on late Valdez military[?] reservation 
- before court without jury.  Sentenced Hamano 
Jap. for manslaughter – 10 years in pent. 
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 -15th- 
Preparing opinion in Crawford v 
Burr, et.al. in favor of defendants. 
Gave a dinner to Mrs. Leedy & Mrs. 
Kelsey, and the Misses Leedy & Hoggatt. 
Snowing, softly and steadily – it is 
now said that 40 ft. of snow has 
already fallen - & the snowy month is 
yet to come! 
 -16th- 
Decided Crawford v Burr in favor of the 
defendants.  Set time to take 
evidence in Chittyna Min. Co. v. Mc 
Clellan, et.al.  Working on index 
now – everything else in “Report” 
finished.  Str. “Valencia” in at noon 
with passengers & Blei party of miners. 
Dinner last night to Mrs. Leedy & daughters 
Mrs. Kelsey & Hoggatt was a great success. 
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 -17th- 
“Nome City” came in last night loaded 
with passengers – Leased my house - $30.00 
per month.  Finished yesterday & fully paid 
for – cost me $600.00 – Have carved 
out “Kayak Precinct” from St Elias to 
east bank of Copper river – including the 
area draining in the sea, - established 
office at “Galiano,” on Catella {Katalla} bay – 
It is a pleasure to introduce both 
these names into the fixed geography 
of Alaska.  Appoint Wm. H. Whit 
=tlesey, U.S. Comr. there and will give 
W. A. Berry a job of copying records for him 
 -20th- 
Went out snow shoeing yesterday afternoon 
to summit of moraine, back of Valdez – S. 
Gave a dinner last night to Mr & Mrs. George 
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M. Esterly,  Robert Blei & wife, Mr & Mrs. 
Meenach,  Mr. McNear and Hoggatt 
 $60.00 
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I have felt under so many obligations 
toward them for their support at Washington 
this winter that I desired to show my appreciation 
- They were pleased with the dinner and made  
me a full fledged candidate for delegate to 
Congress from Alaska – I would rather 
be the first delegate from Alaska than judge. 
 -21- 
Was entertained at dinner last night 
at the Valdez cafe, by Mr & Mrs. Robert Blei, 
also present, Mr. & Mrs Esterly, Hoggett 
and Mrs. Strouse & Mr. McNear.  We then 
went to Moose Hall dance.  Court 
was finished up today – have had three 
weeks of good earnest work and am 
very much delighted at the results.  Great 
good has been accomplished. 
Finished 1st  Alaska Territory: 
 Report today. 
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 -22- 
Leave Valdez at 2 p.m. with a feeling 
that nothing is left undone. = Left Valdez 
at 2- and went over on “Nome City” to Ft. 
Liscum – she laid there – in Swanport 
for several hours taking the “Newport” in 
tow – Called on Dr. Bartlett and Capt. 
Wilson – Capt. W. and Mrs. Strouse 
& Dr & Mrs. Bartlett came over to the 
boat and had dinner with me. 
41 ft. of snow has fallen at Liscum 
so far this winter - it will probably 
reach 60 ft by summer. 
 -23- 
“Nome City” laid in Swanport all night 
& we went out through the “Narrows” this 
morning.  Stormy & snowed a foot 
or more last night – head winds 
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across Prince Williams sound, and 
as we rounded the west end of Hinchinbrooke 
Is. the storm drove our skipper into Port 
Etches, where we anchored about 4 oclock. 
Captain Moore invited me to his cabin to 
play whist – two vaudeville artists of 
from Dawson – Valdez &c. were introduced 
and we four played whist till 12 m. 
Captain sat lunch also – 3 women 
aboard – one sings “coon songs” another 
pretends to “sentimentals,” while the 3rd 
strums heavy music out of the piano. 
 -24th- 
Still in Port Etches – while the storm 
outside grows worse.  Remained in Port 
Etches all day – rolling – rolling at anchor. 

Natives came off tonight with cla[?]. 
Storm still raging tonight 
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 -25- 
We left Port Etches early this morning 
and at dark we are opposite Capt St. Elias. 
- the westernmost point of the greater Kayak 
Island.  A good sea – but we are going 
- oh so slow – on account of Newport tow. 
Remained in bed all day – so as not be get 
sea sick. 
 -26th- 
A fine day – we are 20 miles off shore 
opposite Mr. St Elias – Was up at sun 
up to see it  - a cloudless sky and the 
St Elias ranges can be seen far on each 
side of the great buttress which forms 
the international corner stake.  
George is taking Kodak shots at it 
every hour or so – for we seem to 
remain stationary in front of it 
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We will get into Yakutat this afternoon 
 
At sundown we are leaving Yakutat bay 
- it is the rarest Arctic bay on our continent. 
Mighty St. Elias. fronts the ocean on its north 
shore – 18,000 feet above its waves, back 
yet in sight is Logan, while flanking St. 
Elias and forming a frame for the great 
bay stand Vancouver, Hubbard, Cook, 
Pinta, Tebankof, and other butresses in the 
high St. Elias range.  Yakutat is the 
Port Mulgrave of the early English explorers. 
Capitalists are now locating a railroad 
from its south shore across a great flat 
country covered with a dense forest to the 
Alsek river, famed for its fishery 
The Malaspina glacier covers a similar 
flat on its north shore – 70 miles 
long by 30 wide – 2100 sq. mi of 
glacier – underlaid with coal oil! 
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 -27- 
A storm struck us this morning about 
daybreak and grew worse – until at noon 
we were standing first on our heads and 
then on our heels – I did not get up 
nor eat all day – just laid in my room 
and groaned – Damn ships and 
storms and seas!  Darrell can resign 
and come home as soon as he pleases. 
I would not go to sea as a cadet if I 
knew I would be and admiral. 
 -28th- 
We reached Sitka just at noon 
today – just a week from the time 
we left Valdez.  Called on Capt. Jarvis 
Col. of Customs, first, who informed me 
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that nothing had been done in Washington 
yet about removing Grigsby or Richards at 
Nome – and he also told me that he had 
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been directed to come on to Washington 
and would leave in a week.  He did not say  
so but I judge that his visit has much 
to do with Nome matters, and that upon 
his recommendation changes will be made. 
 
I also called on Gov. Brady, who was very 
courteous and kind.  He took me out to the 
Sheldon Jackson Museum &c. and voluntarily 
said to me, plainly and positively that if the 
Alaska delegate bill passed he would 
support me for the place.  We talked over 
the Senate substitute – an election by the 
Gov. Sec. and 3 Judges, and he offered to 
support me – though he kindly protested 
that I as of such value as judge that 
he regretted to lose me on the bench. 
The “Bonita” came in this afternoon and 
will go out to Juneau early in the morning. 
I am now to go and call on Genl. Distin, 
Secretary of the Territory - 
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Called on Surveyor. General Distin and spent 
the evening with him and met Mrs. Distin.  He 
voluntarily broached the delegate question and 
plainly and strongly promised to support me & 
if the Senate substitute passed agreed to vote 
for me.  Went with the Distins and spent the 
evening with Mr & Mrs. James Cansten, Dep 
Col. of Customs – His birthday – present 
Capt. & Mrs. Pendleton, Dr. & Mrs. Adams, 
Genl & Mrs Distin, the Canstens, Capt. Jarvis 
& I.  Spent the evening playing whist – lunch. 
 Mch. 1st 
A glorious, bright, sunny Sunday morning. 
Had a room in the old log Baranoff house, kept 
by Mrs. Archangelsky – a Russian creole. 
Was awaken by the loud sweet tones of the old 
Russian bells, - and the girl pounding on my 
door – and saying that “It’s ten oclock”. 
Suffered over night with a very severe sore 
throat, but an application of cold towels 
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relieves me.   Went out walking with Capt. 
Jarvis, who came while I was eating breakfast, 
and as we came back from Indian river we 
stopped in and heard Bishop Rowe preach, 
at the beautiful little stone Episcopal church. 
Jarvis will go to Washington within a week and 
will do all he can to secure the removal of both 
Richards and Grigsby – He has been sent for on 
Alaskan matters.  Took lunch with him and 
“Buster”, his darling boy.  Mrs. J. is yet in 
bed with their third child and second son 
whom he calls “Billy”, - 10 days old. 

Left on “Bonita” at 2 oclock for Juneau- 
Bishop Rowe is on board also.  Before I left 
the wharf I delivered to Genl. Distin a letter 
from Esterly to me, agreeing to dismiss the 
proceedings and charges against Distin 
filed by him & Hoggatt in Washington. 
Distin agreed to drop the whole matter & 
to keep the letter confidential. 

Diary 5, 1903 
march02and03 

 March 2nd 
At the Indian village of Hoonah at break 
fast – passed Icy Straits – Funters Bay at 
11 oclock.  Point Retreat at lunch – and 
reached Juneau at 4 p.m.  After dinner 
Dautrick, Tom Lyons, Bishop Rowe, Mr. Cobb, 
Clerk of the U.S. Court Hills, and other gentlemen called 
at my room to visit me.  “Dolphin” coming in 
tonight from the south. 
 -Mch 3rd- 
Sat on bench in Judge Browns court at his 
request – with him – and heard him deliver 
a very instructive opinion on assignments 
of grounds for new trial.  Visited in the 
afternoon and put some finishing touches 
on Report.  Judge & Mrs. Brown gave me a 
delightful dinner – Louis P. Shackleford and 
wife, Mrs. Shoup and I were the company. 
Also met Miss Susie – their diminutive 
daughter. 
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 Mch 4th 
Worked all forenoon on Report – In the 
afternoon went with Judge Maloney – to 
inspect the famous Treadwell mine.  We 
were conducted over the great plant, and shown 
“Glory Hole” where the ore comes from, by 
McDonald, the Superintendent.  Afterward 
Maloney and I went to visit Dr. Moore, 
a brother of Judge Moore, of Nome, and 
were entertained at the finest dinner I have 
had in Alaska.  Mrs. Moore is an Iowa 
lady – and very nice – a most delightful 
hostess and a splendid housekeeper. 
Dr. Keller told story of starving miner who made soup 
 out of dogs tail & gave the 
  dog the bone! 
 -5th- 
Left Juneau last night on the “Cottage 
City”, but found ourselves tied to the wharf 
at Treadwell mines this morning 
and did not get away until 8 oclock. 
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Heavy head winds all the way to Skag 
way, and a heavy storm and high seas 
off Point Bridget.  Reached Skagway 
at 7 oclock p.m. and walked against 
a bitter cold and strong wind – put up 
at “Fifth Avenue Hotel”, room 36  
During the evening I did what work 
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remained to be done on first Alaska 
Report. 
 -6th- 
Sent Mss. of 1st Alaska Report 
to West Pub. Co. St. Paul, by 
express.  Left Skagway at 9:30 
Barnes, conductor – knows Edgar. 
Bad storm on mountains – snow, 
& wind – Reached Bennett at 4 p.m. 
20 min. for dinner & Whitehorse at 
8 p.m – put up at “Windsor Hotel, room 3 
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 -7th- 
Left Whitehorse at 7. a.m. on 4 horse 
stage – sled – 9 passengers and driver 
Lunch at Tahkanil, and supper tonight 
at “Nordenskiold” – 63 miles today. 
Paid $50.00 for my own ride and $14.00 for 
my baggage.  35° below zero when we 
left Whitehorse this morning.  63 mi 
 -8th- 
Left Nordenskiold Rim at 6 oclock 
- dinner at Montague & reached 
“Carmacks” at 6 oclock for supper 
Clear – cold - & traveled 67 miles 
= 130 miles out from Whitehorse 
- mileposts along government road 
- which was built this last fall. 
“Carmacks” is a bum hole – no 
sheets or pillow cases – and things 
look dirty and crawly. 
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 -9- 
Staid all night last night at Carmacks. 
- Reached Yukon crossing this forenoon 
and “Minto” {MENTA} at dinner – this last is the 
cleanest – largest and best looking place 
on the trail – reached “Pellycrossing” 
 - “Whalens” tonight – a good “roadhouse”. 
 -10th 
Left “Pelly crossing” this morning at 6.a.m. 
and reached “Humes” at 10 – found my old 
Tacoma friend W. T. Hume there with his wife 
son and daughter.  The latter is a nurse and 
told me that she nursed Howard at the Famiel[?] 
Paddock hospital.  Reached the next road 
house for dinner – and the crossing of the 
Stewart River at dusk.  Finest house 
on the line here.  Kept by Mr & Mrs Brenner 
- Mrs. Stevens from last house came in our 
stage to this place on a visit.  The stage 
was so crowded that she sat on George’s 
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knees all the way – and both seemed to 
enjoy it!  The wife and small son of the 
Cook at Pelly crossing also came with 
us from that point bound for Dawson. 
I am quietly informed that Mrs Stevens is 
preparing to leave her husband with one of 

the stablemen at this post – I can readily 
believe that she would do it.  “Stewart crossing” 
is 50 miles up Stewart river from the Yukon 
- there is a post of the Northwest Mounted Police 
here – and a large two story roadhouse. 
Beautiful mountain scenery today – 
 -11th- 
We left Stewarts Crossing at 6 a.m. – and 
took dinner at “Wounded Moose” road 
house at 12, and reached Indian River 
roadhouse at 4 – We then prevailed 
on the driver to attempt to make 
Dawson – 27 miles farther. 
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We gave him a purse of $15.00 and he took 
us on flying.  We reached the divide at the 
head of Eldorado after dark – it was a 
clear night – with a big round full moon, 
and we raced down the 20 miles along the 
famous Eldorado and Bonanza gulches by 
the light of the moon, reaching Dawson at 
10:30 – a trip of 75 miles since morning 
- crossing two mountain divides – with 
the thermometer far below zero.  Was 
met by Mr. Ed. S. Orr, former mayor of 
Tacoma – went and had a bath and a 
sleep at the bath rooms. 
 -12th- 
Have had a string of callers today and 
reporters.  Orr and Charlie Taylor 
took dinner {lunch} with me, and tonight for 
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[typed:] 
“Dinner to Judge James Wickersham 
 by the Tanana Bar Association 
Slough Cocktails 
Soup 
Chicken Giblet 
Olives and Pickles 
Shrimp Salad 
Fish 
Greyling 
Salmi of Roast Duck 
Green Peas 
Roast Chicken 
Mashed Potatoes 
Asparagus 
Nuts and Dates 
Cheese    Coffee    Cigars 
Fairbanks, Alaska, May 12, 1903.” 
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[“Star-Spangled Banner” by Francis Scott  
Key...4 verses, typewritten on carbon] 
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dinner Orr and Roediger.  Have 
had a good visit with Fred Crouch and 
Charlie Joynt, - introduced them to Mr. 
Fitzhugh who has employed Fred to go to 
“70 mile” with him as a miner.  Am 
at Regina Hotel, where Miss Ratcliff 
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is in charge as manageress.  Wrote to 
Debbie. 
-13th- 
Lunch today with 
Dr & Mrs Brown 
He is secretary to 
the Gov. & she was 
one of the first 
women correspond 
ents to reach the 
Dawson country 
in 1988.  Took 
dinner with Mr. 
& Mrs. Richard Roediger tonight 
[printed schedule of Merchants Mail  
Express between Dawson and Whitehorse  
and Ben Dowing’s Express between Dawson  
and Fort Yukon, with stops and distances] 
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 -14th- 
Accompanied by Mr Fitzhugh, a mining 
engineer who is going to 70 Mile for an English 
Co. – Mr. Phil. Blackwell, his secretary 
and an interested stockholder – from London, 
and George A. Jeffry my secretary – I left 
Dawson this morning in a one horse 
sled – 2 seats, four inmates – George 
driving.  Another sled driven by the 
owner of both carried our baggage.  We 
had dinner at the 16 Mile roadhouse 
and reached “40 Mile” tonight. 
Corporal Bell, of the N.W.M.P.  Mr. 
Idleman, dept. Col. of Customs, U.S. 
called – also others. 
 -15th- 
Had a good nights rest at “Forty Mile” - 
at the “Miners Home” hotel.  Enjoyed a 
good nights rest.  Left there afoot 
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early in the morning and had four miles walk 
ahead of the team.  Lunch at “Count”s 
roadhouse – Castell – and reached 
Eagle City at 8:30 p.m.  Snowed 
all afternoon hard, and made the 
travelling very bad.  Our driver and 
stage owner – Hornby – paid $30.00 
for fare and $7.00 for baggage.  Met 
Ben Downings stage yesterday before 
we reached “Forty Mile.”  Stampede to 
Fairbanks has been largely diverted 
through “Forty Mile” – up that river and 
through the “Goodpasture” – back way 
route, by stories of short route and 
good trails.  The real purpose was to 
force the miners to outfit at Forty Mile 
rather than at Eagle or Circle.  It was an 
outrage, and may result in loss of life – 
and certainly will result in great loss of 

time to those going that way on account of wate[r] 
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as the creeks in the Goodpasture country 
are all open and running.  At Forty 
Mile they informed us that they were now 
advising everyone to go via Circle – 
- they have sold all the provisions at 
40 Mile!! which accounts for their 
honesty.  We passed dozens of “stam 
-peders” on the trail from Dawson to Eagle 
- horse teams, dog teams, and men pulling 
their own sledges. 
 -16th- 
Stopped at Heath hotel – same room that 
Mrs. W & I had last fall.  Opened court 
at 11 oclock – called the docket and have 
started the machine.  I have learned 
that there are probably a thousand men in 
the Tanana diggings at Fairbanks now 
and the trails lined with crowds going there. 
Johansen is just back and his report 
is favorable – a good low grade camp - 
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he says – but not a bonanza. 
I am now considering the plan of sending 
Claypool and Edgar – the Comr. & Dept. 
Marshal from Circle – in there with their 
respective official records, &c. as well 
as asking the military to send in a 
detachment of ten men.  #Have just had 
a conference with Johansen, Comr.   Hess, 
Dept. U.S. Dist. Atty, and Reynoldson, U.S. Dept. 
Marshal, representing Perry, and have wired 
Perry, for permission to send Edgar to Fairbanks 
with Claypool.  Am informed that crime 
is prevalent there – and much high wines 
for the manufacture of “Hootch” or native 
whisky has already gone in. 
 -17th- 
I was very much pleased and gratified by 
the very cordial reception given last 
night by the business men in 
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connection with the Arctic Brotherhood. 
Their reception was in the form of  a 
banquet, the tables being set in the 
court room.  Present the Mayor 
and other town officials, the army 
officers from Ft. Egbert, and the customs 
post office  and other officials, and the 
business men of Eagle City generally- 
The address of welcome was made by 
Mr Hess, Asst. Dist. Atty.   Mr. Woodruff 
presided – he is Arctic Chief.  Mr 
Ensign, the minister, Bevington, Miller, 
Howard, Mills, Condon, and others 
made happy after dinner remarks, 
and all complimented me very highly 
on my record as judge, both here and 
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at Nome.  I was greatly pleased with 
the function and feel sure that Eagle 
people are my strong friends. 
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I was mentioned for delegate to 
Congress with loud cheers and every 
assurance of support – I confined 
my address to a review of the character 
of the Anglo-Saxon people who are 
nation building in Alaska, and 
urged all to a continued support of 
the courts and law and order. 
Have sent on data to West Pub. Co. 
for completion of details of 3rd Div 
cases, and also 1st, leaving only the 
Nome cases for correction – in 
1st Alaska Rep.   Edward McGrath 
today paid me $35.00 in full for rent 
of house (with other payments) to June 1. 
 18th 
Mail!  The Valdez mail came in 
and this morning I received a bundle 
- two letters from Debbie – and some 
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official mail.  Letter from Tom Sammons 
saying that my Nome enemies have filed the 
old charge in the department – what surprises 
me is that they did not do it long ago.  It 
does not seem to be filed – but only “brought to 
the attention” – I will pay no attention 
to it – nor to any of their attacks.  Recd. 
lists of Alaska officials complete from 
the Dept. and forwarded them today to the 
West Pub. Co. for “First Alaska Report” 
Also wrote long letter of details in publications 
Debbie is confident of returning health in the 
first letter – less so in the second.  Will be 
able to start to the northward about Sunday – 
- but little in court, and am finishing 
it pretty rapidly.  Going out this a.m. to 
dinner at Mr. Smiths – agent of A.C. Co. 
Up river mail from Dawson due tomorrow. 
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Splendid dinner last evening at Smiths – 
Fitzhugh, Blackwell, George and I.  Wrote 
a long nice letter to Debbie today - & 
told her to come to me in June at  
Rampart.  Have concluded to call the 
principal term of court in the Yukon valley 
this year at Rampart for July 6th 1903. 
Will have a Grand Jury & Trial Jury both 
Recd. telegram from Perry approving 
sending Edgar in to Fairbanks with Claypool. 
Will also send Hess in with them. 
 -20th- 
Court all day – McGowan came down 
from Dawson yesterday and enabled me 
to get his cases finished.  Fully comple 
=ted every thing before the court and when 

court adjourned this evening the order 
was that the adjournment be to meet at 
Coldfoot on the 6th of April. 
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The officers at Ft. Egbert gave me the 
most perfect dinner and evening – 
a stag party – Capts Perkins, and Bunnell 
of the Signal Corps, and Capt. Janda, Lt 
Kelly, & Johansen, Woodruff, Mills, smith 
Stenger, Myers, Jeffry, Runyan, Hess, 
Bevington. 
 -21st- 
Left Eagle City early in a single horse sled 
- two seats.  Hornby driver – Hess, Jeffry & I. 
Hess goes to Circle to go into Fairbanks with 
Comr. & Dep. Mar. & George & I for Coldfoot. 
I walked on ahead and they did not over 
=take me until I had passed the north end 
of Lords lake – 15 miles.  Dinner at the 
Sheep Creek roadhouse – when we met 
Mrs. Dr. Fugard of Dawson on her way 
into Fairbanks – also Fred Ernest Fay 
and a shorthaired – sawed-off prostitute 
dressed in mens clothing – each tending 
[written over on diagonal:] 
Canary birds wild. 
Spring days. 
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a sled and on their way into the diggings. 
Bad trail in the afternoon and we did 
not reach Nation roadhouse until after 
9 oclock.  Snowed part of the day & the 
wind blew keenly in our faces in the after 
noon.      Mr and Mrs Noyes, who keept 
the “Halfway” Island roadhouse in 1900 
now keep the Nation road house and we 
had good supper and bed in the bunkhouse. 
 -22- 
Trails better today – but we only made 
Charley Creek road house when we are 
for the night.  Mail carrier Roberts 
is here going back to Eagle and I will 
send a letter back to Debbie.  Very windy 
today – but clear and cold.  Met Ed. Stier 
formerly of Tacoma – 1886-1900 – jeweler, 
at Montauk roadhouse yesterday on 
his way into the diggings. 
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 -23rd- 
Left Charley Creek at 6 oclock – afoot and 
walked to Charley River – bad trail of soft snow. 
Coal Creek for dinner and reached  
Webers for night.  House crowded with 
stampeders on their way to digging at 
Fairbanks via, Circle.  “Col” Weber is the 
same cranky old cuss.  You either do as 
he wants or you go on to the next roadhouse. 
 -24th- 
Left Webers at 6, and after a hard days 
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journey came into Circle at 8 p.m. 
Bath, dinner and good bed at Edgars. 
Have heard many wild canary birds every 
day on this trip and other spring birds 
Spring is just at the door.  Fine travel 
-ing except one load was rather heavy 
for a narrow sled.  We were on our side 
- turned over most of the time. 
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 -25.- 
Circle City.  Mrs. Claypool sick 
with la grippe.  The town almost entirely 
deserted – gone to Fairbanks diggings. 
 -26th- 
Am with Edgar and Lizzie who are nicely and very 
comfortably fixed in their cabin, which was built 
some years ago and occupied by Mr & Mrs Mayor 
Geise of Nome who then ran a tin[?] shop here. 
Official matters seem to be all right here, 
but there is much objection to removing the officers 
of the Com & Dep. Mar. to Fairbanks and leaving the 
place without them.  Have concluded to send 
Edgar & Hess to Fairbanks & leave Claypool 
here – for the present at least, but to appoint 
Tod. Cowles, Justice of the Peace for Fairbanks 
& have Claypool appoint him a deputy 
recorder under him.  Dinner tonight with 
Mrs. Jack Carr – Edgar & Lizzie!  Mr & Mrs 
Bob Geise spent the evening here & 
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he told me he was one of the P.B. Weare crowd 
 - with Charlie Barber and Cranes who came in 
to Alaska in 1895 or ‘6. 
 -27- 
Have inquired from every body coming out from 
Coldfoot about the situation there, and also from 
people here – and have determined not to go any 
further in that direction, but to go to Fairbanks 
instead.  Have just written to McKenzie & 
Heilig to that effect. 
 -28th- 
Waiting for Barnette to come in from 
Fairbanks so as to learn conditions there 
- hear he is to be in tonight.  Will probably 
not go in until next mail arrives though. 
Long talk with John McCloud – 26 yrs old, 
born at Dease Lake, B.C. hunter, trapper 
talks 7 different Indian languages – 
wants to go to Mt. McKinley with me. 
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 -29th- 
Sunday – Spent the day working on 
Indian language – “Louchoux” – Athapas 
=can, with Johnie McLeod & Phillip, 
a Porcupine river Indian. 
 -30th- 
Spent the day with John M. McLeod, 
and two Louchoux Indians writing a 
vocabulary of the Slavi and Louchoux. 

McLeod is the son of a Hudson Bay Co. 
factor – 26 yrs. old – and has resided 
on the Mackenzie river, Yukon & in 
the interior of British N.A. all his life 
as hunter and trapper.  Have just 
presented him with a book “Hunting the 
Grisly” by Pres. Thodore Roosevelt. 
McLeod is a splendid hunter and has 
killed many of that animal – and of 
all kinds of game in this region. 
He talks every Indian language in this 
region – 7 dialects fluently. 
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 Mch. 31st 
Spent day with Johnnie McLeod & 
Indian studying Tinneh. 
 April 1st 
Bought 9 marten skins – 6 for Debbie 
& 3 for Mildred.  Intend to add to 
the number & get Mave Olds some fine 
ones.  Wrote Debbie a letter & sent her 
some Circle & Nome pictures. 
 -April 2nd 
Wrote letter to Darrell – his birthday. 
Left Circle at 10 a.m. for Tanana 
Reached 12 Mile Road house for lunch. 
17 Mi. road house kept by Mr & Mrs Adams 
of Eagle, - fine baby.  Stopped at the 
“Jump off” road house for the night 
kept. by Blanchard & McCoy from 
Tacoma – Ed. Steir. here for the night. 
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McCoy is married to Blanchards daughter. 
She is a fine cook - and will soon present 
her last years new husband with an heir. 
 -3rd- 
We left the "Jump Off" at 7 this morning.  It is 
22 miles from Circle.  Good bed there but slept 
none.  Ed, Stein, partner & horse left with us. 
Reached "Central" roadhouse for lunch, 
and Millers tonight 58 miles from Circle. 
We have to go over the divide 7 miles above 
here, near Mastodon dome, and as it 
has been blowing on the summit for three 
or four days, and impossible to cross there 
is a crowd here - probably 50 at the road 
house, and 100 in the timber between here 
and the summit, and more coming hourly. 
A larger number went up this morning 
and tried to cross but were forced back 
by the wind and flying snow.  Late this 
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evening, however, Mr. Rice, Episcopal 
minister came into camp, having safely 
crossed this way, and reports the storm 
abated.  We will try it in the morning. 
"Millers" consists of several log cabins 
- some stables and a corral.  This is 
headquarters for Jack Gregor's mining 
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venture - he is clearing & putting in steam 
plant - shovel - to handle the gravel into 
sluice boxes- Hess and George Jeffry are 
late, and may not get here until tomorrow. 
 -4th- 
Nice morning but out of the 35 men in the 
Miller house none seemed to want to make 
the start-, 2 or 3 of us insisted upon going 
across the divide - Callahan and others 
would look at the sky and then exclaim 
how bad the summit would be - that it 
would be blowing so hard that nothing 
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could live on it &c. and crook-croak 
went the weak ones.  I finally prevaled on 
2 or three to start - made Edgar go - and 
I went on with the first sled - 6 miles 
brought us in sight of the summit - and 
it was clear!  I reached there with two 
men who had camped within a mile & was 
the first to cross - Sent back word 
how good it was at at 10:30 crossed. 
No one ahead of me - Men, horses, dog 
teams, sleds - every thing in sight coming 
Miller Pass is between the head of Miller 
Creek, and Eagle Creek - between Mastodon 
Dome & Porcupine dome - 150 to 2000 
{above us - but 11500 ft above sea level} 
ft hight and looks like the Chilkoot.  
Stopped at first cabin down Eagle 
for lunch - Edgar with team caught up 
- ours was first team over - and we 
went on to mouth of Eagle & then down 
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Birch Creek to mouth of 12 Mile 
Found tent there occupied by three miner 
- Gus. Miller from Tacoma - old town - 
young Norton from California and old 
Bill Woodman - a typical, grizzled 
frontiersman and hunter.  Occupied 
their tent with them - 5 in a row - they 
fed us fine.  Abe. Spring came 
by going up after another load this 
morning - his son Solly with him. 
Walked 25 miles yesterday! 
 -5th- 
Left camp on Birch Creek - went down one 
mile then turned west into 12 Mile gulch. 
Passed a tent two or three miles up and 
came to forks - new trail up lefthand 
and Edgar thought it was right road - we 
went two miles - into snow waist 
deep - raw labor - struggles - profanity. 
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Finally found we were on wrong trail 
and turned back – broke handle bar 
off sled – Nate Zimmer & Gus – two 
miners came down the blind gulch with 
cariboo meat – we had followed their 

trail toward their cache on the snowy 
divide at the head of the gulch – They 
assisted us to mend our sled – and at 
one oclock we turned up the right road – 
tired and worn out.  Many of the Miller 
Creek stampeders had arrived and a few were 
ahead of us – We pushed on to the head 
of “12 Mile” and camped in an empty tent 
just below the summit.  Condon & Stevens 
were ahead of us & the four of us camped 
together.  Tent warmer – but unable to sleep, 
- too tired.  Am dreadful tired of Edgars 
extreme profanity. 
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 -6th- 
Found a storm raging across the pass 
when we woke this morning - Packed and 
pushed up in the face of a violent gale of 
wind and snow - Went down the west 
side into Chatnika River – flying, with 
sled locked and Edgar dragging.  Snow 
deep and trail bad - Passed horse sleds 
with animals down - Condon and Stevens 
following hard - Made no stop until 
we reached the roadhouse at the mouth of 
Faith Creek - 23 miles - walked all the 
way - Met Oscar Smith miner, at this 
cabin and he made some good "sour dough" 
pancakes for me for supper.  Good bunk, 
but cold - 8 in house 12 X 12. 
 -7th-  A most beautiful 
morning - the snow storm has gone by and 
it is clear - but quite cold.  We are now 
ahead of all those at Miller Creek, 
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even Condon & Stevens, have to go back 
6 miles for one load which they left last 
night.  They have agreed to meet us at a 
tent 50 miles down stream - if they can 
make the run.  We stopped at a moose camp 
for dinner - fine dinner - McCarty was 
his name, James McCarty, and reached 
Showers empty tent for the night.  It is in 
a splendid grove of spruce on the north 
side of the river - and we were joined by a 
lone miner with the pack on his back - his 
name is Joe. Cascade, from Chicken Creek 
- born in Bunan Co. Ill.  Edgar cut 
two fingers badly on a tin can - Good supper 
- cooked by ourselves - our friend joined us. 
General course of the Chatnika River is 
W.S.W. and it empties into the Tanana just 
north of Fairbanks.  Wrote to Debbie from 
roadhouse last night & sent it out 
by Smith - Write another tonight = Cascade 
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 -8th- 
Fine trail from tent down river – reached the 
camp of some Yukon Indians after noon – they 
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had killed a moose – and cooked us some steak 
and gave us some tea.  Walked hard until late 
- reached the end of Chatinika river trail 
- crossed a long point and camp upon Cleary 
Creek – stopped Nobles cabin – he is 
a Pierce Co. Wash. man and was one of those 
out at the T.L. & W. Co. springs on upper Muck – “Thomas 
& Patterson” springs – Several other miners there 
and we camped on the floor – but were warm. 
Noble and McCarty are very sanguine that 
they have rich ground on Cleary Creek. 
 -9th- 
Came across from Cleary to Pedro Creek. 
Sight from summit superb!  White mountains 
far to the north and east seem to be domes 
at the head of Beaver and Birch Creeks. 
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Hazy to the west and south and could 
not see the Coast Range.  Dinner with 
"Jack. Costa" an Italian who has a rich 
mine on Pedro.  As his happy, smiling 
face  
{like the full moon over the Ketchunstock hills,} 
emerged from his pit he remarked 
- probably for the thousandth time - "By 
Godde, I gotte de gold" - Down Pedro 
to Gold Stream, across the divide and reached 
Fairbanks at 5 oclock.  Frank Cleary, in 
charge of Barnetts establishment gave us 
a bed in side room of store, and arranged that 
we take our meals at Wada's restaurant - Japanese 
J. Tod Cowles took his oath of office as Justice 
of the Peace, and gave his bond. 
 -10th- 
Good nights rest - visited around town - inspected 
things:  streets laid out regular - corners set 
& making map - suggested that one street be 
named Cushman & one Lacy - done 
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Edgars lot had been jumped, but he made 
a settlement & got it back.  They offer us a lot 
on a central corner for a jail, and Frank Cleary 
offers me a corner.  I find a conflict of interest 
and some feeling between this place & "Chena" at 
the mouth of the slough & junction with Tanana. 
Mr & Mrs. Wissel of Chena came in to see me 
today & presented a letter from citizens of Chena 
asking me to come & see that place with a view 
of locating recorders offices &c. there.  Agreed to 
go down Monday.  Wrote a good long letter to 
Debbie today & sent her map of route from 
Circle to Fairbanks and a blue print map 
of "Creeks".  Probably the last letter which will 
get out to her.  Met "Windy Jim," tonight & 
he gave me some of his yarns and information 
about the route to Mt. McKinley.   Dog team 
went back today.  Gave Ben. Bennett a 
power of attorney to stake placer mines for me 

He goes out to Fish & other creeks tomorrow. 
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There is not now, and never was a white 
child in Fairbanks - nor, so far as those 
best acquainted know, in the Tanana valley! 
A pioneer country indeed!  There are 
2 women of easy life here, and none {2} other 
that I know of.  Two weeks ago Rev. Mr. 
Rice, Episcopal mister from Circle held 
services here in Marstons dining room just 
off the saloon - the first of that kind in this 
immense and splendid valley. 
 -11th- 
Beautiful day - 20º below zero last night 
- clear and cold - but everything bathed in warm 
sunshine today.  2 days ago I noticed the 
pussy willows unfolding cat tails, and gather 
=ed birch limbs covered with swollen birds - 
the streams are opening - the Tanana river 
is open and running for many miles above 
here - spring is just here - is arriving. 
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The Tanana valley is cold in the winter - but 
is still district to be the garden spot of Alaska 
The stampeders whom we left at Miller Creek 
Roadhouse, and those whom we passed on the 
Chatnika are coming in at this noon- 
already a dozen dog teams have come in- 
Condon & Stevens first.  Hess and Jeffry 
will probably be in tonight.  Gave Al. Helty 
power of attorney to stake for me - and also 
Ole Peterson.  7 p.m. George is just now crossing 
the river into town - Hess arrived at 4 oclock. 
Sun still shining brightly at setting. 
 -12th- Sunday- 
The first child born in Fairbanks made 
its appearance toda yesterday.  Its name 
- its father's name is McCarty and its mother 
is an Indian woman from Koyukuk. 
Dr. Fugard - a lady physician just came 
in the morning over the Circle City trail. 
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The people took up a collection yesterday 
and I sent out a telegram for them to the Postmaster 
Genl. as follows: 
 "Goodpasture, Alaska, April 11, 1903 
Postmaster General, Washington, D.C. 
One thousand miners Fairbanks, Tanana river, 
two hundred miles from Eagle, Circle, Rampart, 
without postoffice.  They request appointment 
postmaster by telegraph.  Earnestly urge appointment 
Frank J. Cleary.  Carrier takes this telegram 
two hundred miles, waits answer.  Great necessity. 
Route Circle - Mastadon, Fairbanks. 
“ James Wickersham 
 District Judge, Alaska, 
“ Also 
 Goodpasture, Alaska, April 11, 1903 
Edward McGrath 
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      Postal Inspector, Eagle, Alaska. 
One thousand miners Fairbanks and no 
postoffice.  Immediate action necessity. 
Have telegraphed situation postmaster General 
Frank J. Cleary satisfactory postmaster.  Wont 
you act quick. 
 James Wickersham 
“ District Judge, Alaska 
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I also sent the following telegram to Heilig. 
" Fairbanks, Alaska, April 11, 1903 
A. R. Heilig, Clerk, Eagle, Alaska. 
Make order July term Rampart July twenty 
instead sixth.  All at Fairbanks safe. 
 James Wickersham 
 District Judge, Alaska 
The citizens employed "Windy Jim" Dodson to 
carry these messages up to the first telegraph 
station - 30 miles up the Goodpasture 
river - 150 miles away.  He starts in the 
morning early. 
     Order of court adjourning Rampart term 
from 6th to the 20th and sent notice by letter 
to Heilig also to Claypool - carrier goes out 
to Circle tomorrow.  Wrote to Debbie also. 
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 -13th- 
In response to the invitation sent to me by 
the people of Chena (pronounced (Che-naw΄) 
I went down there this morning accompanied by 
Mr. Hess.  The "Isabella" and "Jennie M" lie 
halfway down - drawn up into a small slough 
to escape the water where it opens in the spring. 
the "Isabella" is a fine large boat of above 60 
or more tons and belongs to Barnett : the other 
is smaller.  The U.S. telegraph station is a mile 
this side of Chena and is a log cabin on the bank 
of the river.  Found about 300 people at Chena 
heavily engaged in building houses.  A committee 
- Hendricks, Dr. Danforth, Wissel, Oldfield, 
and couple of others met us - we went to Oldfields 
restaurant, but Hendricks took us over to 
his headquarters where Mrs. Currier who 
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came up the river with us last fall, got us 
up a fine dinner.  She is a great Yankee 
woman.  After dinner the committee con 
=ducted us around.  Half a dozen or so houses 
completed but a hundred in process of  
construction.  Hendricks and Belt are tearing 
down their store buildings across on the south 
side of the Tanana and moving them over here 
     It presents as thrifty and busy a scene as 
Fairbanks - and has some advantages - or at 
least one:  it is on the main river!  Saw 
a moose head,.  Hendricks & Belt, killed a year 
ago by the Indians measuring 72 inches across- 
The most magnificent pair of horns I ever saw! 
Met Pedro here and many of the residents. 

Pedro came back to Fairbanks and paid 
me a visit tonight.  Promises me the old 
gold pan with which he made discovery 
of the camp.  Have determined after my 

Diary 5, 1903 
april13cand14a 

visit to Chena to go ahead here and build 
a jail – Fairbanks is nearer to the mines 
yet discovered, - half{mid}way – on the road from 
Chena to the mines.  Mt. McKinley can be seen 
from Chena – halfway across the river – but it was so 
hazy we did not see it.  Recd. a telegram from 
John N. Conna tonight asking when I was 
coming to Rampart.  Cannot answer from 
here – as the telegraph line is two miles back 
of town – and no office.  Beautiful spring day. 
 -14th- 
Am preparing specifications for a jail to be 
built here at Fairbanks.  Will reserve one 
lot 50 X 150 ft. square, - no courthouse at 
present.  Examination of Wm Duenkel 
in progress today before Mr. Cowles, J.P. Mr Hess 
appears for the prosecution and Kellum for 
defense.  The first criminal proceeding 
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- or civil either – ever held in the Tanana 
valley – Jeffry took dictation – with evidence. 
Bob Kemp goes out to Eagle in the morning and 
I have written Capt Bunnell, signal corps, a 
letter urging that a station be located here – a teleg 
=raph station.  Also wrote Debbie a short letter. 
Rev. Mr. Ensign, Pres. minister from Eagle came 
in {to camp} this evening, and has concluded to build 
a church tomorrow.  Tendered him a small 
subscription, and a days work.  Will go out 
on the “Creeks” in the morning with Frank Cleary- 
Have made power of attorney to Pedro to locate 
mines for me.  Beautiful spring day – 
birds singing – tonight it is warm – and 
the owls are hooting – the south wine is rising and 
it seems that a storm is brewing. 
 -18th- 
Left Fairbanks on the morning of the 
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18th with Frank Cleary for the “Creeks”.  We 
took Kellums dog team, and reached Frank 
Costas for night.  Costa owns no 2 above 
on Pedro Creek.  Has a little cabin 10 ft square 
and Frank Evans and his wife cook for him. 
All of them are from Carbonado, Washington 
- Costas, Jack and Frank and Felix Pedro – 
also Evans and several others.  Costas cabin 
is only about 6 ft. high and you stoop to get in 
the door – round pole floor and a small window 
on the south side with 2 lights of glass – dirt! 
Two bunks – foot to foot – I slept in one – Mr & Mrs 
Evans in the other – She modestly went out side while 
I went to bed – and turned her back when I got 
up next morning.  The men slept in a 
small pole shack and a tent in the yard. 
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We had moose meat and sour dough pancakes 
and tea!  The morning of the 16th Jack 
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and Frank Costa panned from their dump – 
pans averaged 8 c each – his paystreak is said 
to be 2 yards deep and 50 wide and the length of 
his claim – if so it is worth nearly half a million!! 
On the 16th we went on up Twin Creek – Pedro 
came to Costas and went with us – to Jesse Nobles 
on Cleary Creek.  We panned Noble is from Pierce 
Co. Wash – out on Nusqually river – he is a hard 
working prospector and has very valuable 
claims on Cleary.  Remained all night with him. 
Met Pete Kling, a Skagit Co. logger – now 
a miner.  On looking around I found that the 
bench claim on the west side of discovery on 
Cleary was not located, and staked it for myself. 
With snow shoes I began at Pedros N.W. Cor. 
stake and ran my north line west 660 ft. 
- cut off a spruce tree and squared it for 
the N.W. cor. of my claim and marked it.  Then 
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beginning at his south west corner stake I ran 
my south line 660 ft. & cut and squared another 
spruce tree for corner.  I “swamped out”, or 
cleared both lines, and blazed trees.  Employed 
Jesse Noble to sink a shaft to bed rock – no 
price agreed on – reasonable price. 
[captions:] 
Frank Gage  Bench 
Bench off Discovery 
Left Limit: 
Located April 16th 1903 
James Wickersham 
No. 1 above 
shaft   shaft   Cleary Creek 
“Discovery” 
Pedros claim 
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Pedros nearest shaft is but little more than 
100 ft. from my line – he gets 25c to the pan there 
and pay grows better toward my line!  On the 
17th we panned on Pedros dumps on Discovery 
Cleary – it seems to be very rich – 25c to the 
pan – the dump averaged 8 oz – a fortune it 
seems to me.  Pedro, Noble and Cleary own 
very promising property.  We crossed back 
to Pedro Creek and remained the night of the 
17th with Pedro, in his primitive log cabin.  He 
and Joe Miller are partners – Joe is a Portugese, 
and an old Mastadon Creek miner.  He owns 
No1. above Pedros discovery on Pedro Creek. 
Pedro gave us moose meat and            for 
each meal.  Joe Miller and one employe are 
busy whip sawing spruce boards for sluice 
boxes for the spring clean up of the biggest dump 
on any of the creeks.  Today we panned on 
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Pedros claim on Pedro creek – and on 
McCartys and Willigs on Gold Stream. 

Pans about the same from 5c to 8c – very rich 
dirt, with from 3 to 7 feet thick.  While at 
Willigs I wrote Claypool a letter and sent 
it out by a passerby, instructing him to buy 
for me:  from Emma Kelly – the fraction on west 
side of Costas: from Pete Wilson his claim on 
Fish and from Frank Gage his bench off No 1. 
above on Cleary.  Limited him to $100. on each. 
Have other claims in sight to buy – Am confident 
from what I have seen that the mines are perma 
=nent and rich.  Reached Fairbanks tonight 
bath &c.  Recd. telegram from J. Lindy Green 
about application for receiver from Ram 
=part.  More people reaching here every 
day down the Tanana – nearly all in now 
from Circle – weather warm – thawing and 
trails rapidly going. 
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 -20th- 
Spent yesterday and today  in preparing orders 
reserving lot at corner of 2nd & 3rd Ave. on 
Cushman St.  Fairbanks, for Courthouse 
and Jail site, in preparing specifications 
for jail building, call for bids &c.  Have caused 
call for bids to be posted, one at Barnetts store, 
Fairbanks, one at Belt & Hendricks store, Chena, 
and another on the main trail to the mines.  Bids 
are to be received by 12 m. Saturday 25th   The 
building is to be of spruce logs, and of the 
usual type – except strong and heavy. 
[captions:] 30 ft long 
Cell 10 X 10 
Cell 7 X 10 
Cell 7 X 10 
corridor   Guardroom   closet 
24 ft wide 
Plan of Fairbanks log jail. 1903. 
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Fairbanks is situated on the south side 
of the Chena, ten miles above its junction with 
the Tanana.  Prior to the discovery of gold by 
Pedro last July it consisted only of Barnetts 
camp, but upon learning of that strike he 
erected a large log store, staked off a trading 
site and began the foundation of a town. 
At this time there are three streets roughly staked 
out through the woods, parallel to the river. 
The site was covered with a fine body of spruce timber 
from 6 to 24 inches in diameter, which is now 
being cut and built up into houses,  The “Fairbanks” 
hotel is a two story log house, and lodges 40 to 50 
people.  There are probably 500 people here – 
mostly in tents, but log houses are being constructed 
as rapidly as possible.  Several men are sawing 
these logs into boards with the whip saw, and 
such hand made lumber sells for $200 to 
$240 per thousand feet.  I saw a pile of 

Diary 5, 1903 of such boards, nicely piled for drying – 1 foot 
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town is just now in its formation period – 
town lots are at a premium – jumping,  staking 
recording, building!  It is a motley crowd too. 
Miners {“sour doughs”  “chechacos”} 
gamblers, Indians {Negroes} Japanese, dogs, 
prostitutes, music, drinking!  It is rough 
but healthy - the beginning – I hope, of an American 
Dawson.  There is much rivalry between this 
town and Chena at the mouth of the river, 
but my own judgment is that this place, being 
nearer to the mines – as now discovered – will 
for that reason be the better location and I have, 
therefore resolved to build a jail here and locate 
the public offices here also.  It will be easy 
to change them later if necessary to do so. 
Spring is here – robins – and other birds – the 
snow is melting, buds growing – and in another 
30 days it will be glorious. 
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 21st 
Went 5 miles down the Chena to visit the 
camp of old Koo-nah, the Tanana medicine 
man.  Was interested in their camp – situated  
on river bank – in woods – three tents – dogs 
children – snow shoes – sleds – moose meat 
- tanned skins - & Julius & Ellen tanning a 
moosehide.  It was hung over a stake 
while one cleaned the flesh side of clinging 
flesh with a chisel of steel set 
in a wooden handle.  Formerly 
this cleaning tool was made of the shin 
bone of the moose flattened cut down so as to 
leave a chisel like edge as follows, 
with thong to hold around waist. 
With this tool they clean the skin of 
surplus flesh very quickly – then removing 
the hair – the finish tanning the skin for 
moccasins – clothing &c.  I  was 
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also interested in a birch bark cradle 
 It sits flat – but the 
 back rises – and it is 
ornamented with brads, &c.  The baby was 
bound in with its little legs only hanging out. 
Much like wicker work baskets in the south 
- along the Rocky Mt. Slope.  Gave 
power of attorney also, to Charles 
Mack, who will locate me on 
Fairbanks Creek where he has just 
struck pay. 
 -22nd- 
Old “Koonah” – Tanana Medicine Man 
spent the day with me – Julius interpreted 
Vocabulary & story about “Tah-cho” and 
Mt. McKinley, - “Dēē-nä-ly”, “High”. 
Met and talked to a miner by the name 
of Allen who went up the Toclat, and 

across to the Kuskokwim River, in May 
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and June last year or the year before & 
he tells me we can go that way with horses 
without trouble.  Keep on the east bank of 
the Toclat – on the high ground, & go straight 
-  or nearly so toward the great mountain. 
Mail:  A miner by the name of Laughery 
came in tonight with my mail from Circle – 
3 letters from Debbie – I am now very sorry that 
I did not have my way last fall and resign & stay 
at home with her.  From what she says and the 
tone of her letters I am afraid of the result of her 
illness.  Recd. salary for Dec. & Jany. also 
expense account for quarter ending Dec. 31st 
Little official mail and nothing new from 
Washington.  Nothing from Genl. Funston about 
horses to McKinley. 
 -24th- 
Old Koonah, the Tanana shaman, 
again visited me, with “Ellen” as his 
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interpreter – Ellens Indian name is 
Chō-tā-ā-din-nah, and though young 
she is living with her 5th husband having 
procured her freedom from marital ties by walking 
off from her former incumbrances.  Completed 
a good vocabulary of the Tanana dialect of 
the Athapascan tongue.  Recd. telegram 
today from J. Lindley Green, Comr. at Rampart 
saying that a new and rich strike had been made 
30 miles north of Rampart on Moose Lick Creek. 
Also second telegram saying that some man by 
the name of Patterson had murdered a negro 
by the name of Page near Lake Mentaw – 
on Lower Gold Stream.  Warrant issued & 
Edgar & Johnnie McLeod will go tonight after 
it freezes.  Suit today over town lot in 
Chena – brought Dr. Frugard.  Mrs. Wissel 
& Hendricks up – they took dinner with me 
at Jap. Kitch. Cleary also present 

Diary 5, 1903 
april24c 

Making maps and other preparation for our 
trip to Mt. McKinley.  Byron Allen, and 
Hendricks assisting me with suggestions –  
both having been near McKinley. 
 
Saloons and prominent characters 
in Fairbanks – Saloons:  “Pioneer” 
“Fairbanks” and “Northern”, and now 
fitting the “Tanana”.  Barnetts store 
was the only mercantile establishment. 
E. T. Barnett, merchant, Frank J. Cleary 
his brotherinlaw and clerk.  Wada, a Japanese 
also clerk in Barnetts, with “Titus,” an Indian 
boy assistant.  Barnett seems to own the 
“Northern” saloon, but Geo. A. Noble, from 
Seattle manages it.  The “Fairbanks” is in 
that hotel and Marston owns both. 
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Dave Petrie owns the “Pioneer” and his brother 
is clerk – Bill Robinson from Circle is 
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filling up the “Tanana” in a new 2 story log 
house.  “Chee-Chaco Lil” has reached town 
from Dawson and has purchased at small 
establishment on 2nd Ave.  There are three 
others of her kind here including a negress, 
“Windy Jim” Dobson carried our dispatches 
200 miles up to the telegraph line which is 
now {halfway} down the Goodpasture river.  Abe 
Spring put out the first lawyers 
sign in the Tanana valley last week, 
though he was not the first lawyer to 
reach here. 
 -25th- 
Went out early this morning with Frank 
J. Cleary and George Jeffry to locate placer 
claims on the unnamed creek just north of town 
Found that S. R. Weis had already staked just at 
the point where the trail crossed, and Chas. F. 
Burkhard just below him on Mch 9th. 
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Beginning just above Weis – next to him we 
staked claims across the length of the stream, 
first for Hess, then for me, Darrell, George 
Cleary, Barnett & his wife.  Asked to suggest 
a name for the creek I called it “Isabella” 
after Mrs. Barnett – Franks sister.  This 
creek lies on the Fairbanks side of the divide & 
heads up with Engineer and Steel – both of which 
carry gold gravels.  Frank will go out again 
early Monday morning & cut the corner stakes 
& then make other locations – we intend to put 
two men to work at once to sink two holes to 
bed rock – somewhere in the group. 
 -26th- 
Mr. Ensign, Presbyterian minister, came up 
from Chena and held services today – the first in 
the Tanana valley – Hess, I, George & Frank Cleary 
constituted the audience. 
{Ensign took dinner with me after services.} 
Made contract of 
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optional purchase with Chas. Willig for 
following placer mining claims, tomorrow: 
½ of No 4. above Discovery on Pedro Creek. 
        No 8     “            “           “ Gilmon   “ 
¾ of No 6. below       “           “ Gold Stream. 
        No 2 above        “            “ Cleary Creek 
½ of No 1. Below       “           “ Bear        “ 
        No 2 above         “           “  Kokomo  “ 
          “  3 above         “           “  Treasure  “ 
Contract in duplicate, acknowledged before 
J. Tod. Cowles. Notary in the morning - Also 
advance him $200. for development work. 
Claims on Pedro, Cleary & Gold Stream are known 
to be good – option price $5000. in 1 year, 
for a half interest only. 

 27th 
Started down to Chena early this morning to 
get the benefit of hard trail – but it was soft 
& bad.  Saw Hendricks and two other 
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men who have been up the Kantashnai river 
of which the Tolcat is the head  & lefthand branch 
- made arrangements with Hendricks to buy 
outift from him, and he also agreed to take 
the party and outfit up the Kantashnai to the 
forks, - sixty miles 
{on the ‘Tanana Chief” – a small steamer} 
Martin and another 
prospector say that the “Tanana Chief” can 
go up to the forks – and that we will save 
several days time and all the hard work of 
cutting brush {by this assistance.} 
We will make camp there 
& cache a boat, so that we can come down 
from that point without delay.  No danger 
in small boat from there.  Also made 
arrangement with Hendricks for our outfit. 
He will go immediately after the ice goes 
down the Tanana.  Walked down to Chena 
& back – bad trail – water running in Chena 
& saw big Mallard drake, this side of Steamboats 
in the rising river current. 
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 -28th- 
River and trail going to peices fast – very 
warm – spring has come.  Pedro, Noble 
and Dan McCarty are in town and I have 
invited them to a dinner this evening – have 
also invited, L.C. Hess, E.B. Condon  B.A. 
Dodge, Abe Spring, H.J. Miller and J. 
Tod Cowles, all the lawyers in camp – in the 
Tanana valley – and Frank J. Cleary & 
intent to make it a pleasant affair. 
George has pup and the menu cards of birch 
bark, and we have Pedros old gold pan – 
the one that was used to discover the camp – 
as a waiter for “hooch”, &c.  I intend to 
send it to Senator Fairbanks. 
 
The first banquet ever held in the Tanana Valley 
was a decided success.  The dinner was fine 
and the company very agreeable & pleasant 
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During the evening I learned that Mr. Allan 
R. Joy from Koyukuk, had reached town and we 
sent Mr. Condon out for him – he makes the seventh 
lawyer in town – Hess, Condon, Spring, Miller, 
Dodge, Cowles & Joy.  These together with 
Pedro, Cleary, McCarty and Noble sat round 
the table.  The responses to toasts were very 
interesting, especially the tales of Pedro and 
Cleary as to the early days last year when the 
settlement of Fairbanks & the discovery by Pedro 
were in progress.  Pedro first saw steamboat 
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smoke from the summit of Pedro dome & came 
down off the mountains & met Barnett here –  
Pedro gave me his original gold pan – it was 
used as a waiter to serve drinks, cigars &c to the 
guests and its use was an evident surprise and 
pleasure to Pedro.  His plain, honest, 
straightforward story of his hardships & 
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discovery was the address of the evening. 
Cleary came next with the history of Barnetts 
trading post.  Menu cards of birch bark 
[typed menu:] 
“ HIYU MUCK-AMUCK. 
 
Hooch – Chena Cocktails. 
Consomme, a la Tawtilla. 
Olives. 
Chicken Mayonaise, Oyster Paties. 
Sauterne. 
Wine Jelly, Cream Sauce. 
ROAST MOOSE, PROSPECTOR STYLE. 
Mashed Potatoes, Green Peas. 
Ice Cream – Yuma Canned. 
Jelly Cake. 
Nuts, Raisins, Cheese, Coffee, 
Cigars. 
Fairbanks, Alaska, 
April 28, 1903.” 
 
 -29th- 
Working hard against the most irritating 
obstacles to get ready to go to Mt. McKinley 
High price of horses proves troublesome – Hendricks 
was up today – on town organization scheme. 
Everything favorable – but horses – we can 
certainly overcome that. 
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 -30th- 
Mail.  Webb, who went out for some 
supplies, got back this morning and brot 
mail – One from Debbie & Darrell – both 
well.  Much official mail – but of no 
great importance.  Frank J. Cleary 
assisted by James Eagle measured off 
a lot for me this morning 40 X 150. at the 
{N.E.} 
corner of Barnetts Trading site, corner of Front 
& Cushman, and I am preparing a contract 
with Eagle for the erection of a log building 
thereon 16 X 24. ft square.  At 
     Recd. Jennies wedding Cards- 
Dinner tonight with Marston & his friends 
at “The Fairbanks”.  Twenty people fine dinner 
music, cigars, songs &c.  Pleasant evening. 
     Contract with Eagle to build one story 
log house on my lot for $400.00 
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 -May 1st- 
Eagle began on my house today.  Corner of 

First Ave. &. Cushman St. Was offered a good 
ground rental for 4 years & the party offered to 
put up the building – but for gambling  
{& saloon.} - refused. 
Bought a splendid good mare this afternoon 
for $50.00  Marston bought her for me – we 
are now pretty sure of our Mt. McKinly trip. 
Dictated all my letters today – and will leave 
nothing behind – undone – when we go. 
 -3rd- 
Beautiful spring Sunday!  The river 
is thawing and rising rapidly and the ice 
must go out in a few days.  Ducks, geese,  
robins, birds, squirrels, - the wood are 
vocal with animal and bird song.  The 
Tanana valley is the garden spot of 
Alaska – Have begun on the preparation 
of  “The Fairbanks Miner”, which 
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I will have George print on typewriter. 
 -4th- 
Sick for two days with dysentery and gas in 
stomach.  Got old “No 4” prescription this evening 
& hope to be better in the morning.  Have 
made & delivered deed to Jeffry & Hess of 60 
feet off south end of my lot – Am not quite 
satisfied about it for Hess is inclined to be “off” 
since he quit boarding with us at the Japs 
- why, I do not know.  River rising very 
rapidly – and ice may go out soon. 
 -5th- 
River rising 1 inch per hour, ice breaking 
loose from bottom, and looks as if it will go 
out within two days – Pretty sick last night 
but better today.  House progressing. 
Have had good offer to lease the lot – but 
cannot do so – for they want it for saloon. 
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 -6th- 
My lot is going to yield an immediate 
income – I leased two spots for tents today 
at $20 per month – each, and will have more. 
Wada, the Jap. merchant wants to go to the  
mountain with me – I have consented- 
 -7th- 
Worked all day on mss. for “Fairbanks Miner”, 
the first newspaper in the Tanana valley which 
I am having George print on the typewriter. 
Chena river broke up in front of town & {ice} moved 
down quarter of a mile. 
 -8th- 
O’Connor, of Tacoma, gave me a fine 
pack saddle for Mt. McKinley trip.  He used 
to be a policeman in Tacoma, - last under 
Orr.  Comes now from Dawson, where they 
got him to become a British citizen to vote, 
& now he is in a peck of trouble. 

Diary 5, 1903 Made an order today, in the matter of the 
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for hearing objections thereto on July 27th 1903 
at Rampart, - order to post notices. 
 -9th- 
We completed the “Fairbanks Miner” 
today.  I wrote every word of it except the 
poem, and arranged it – George A. Jeffry 
my stenographer did the type writing.  We 
completed seven copies only – I gave one 
to Mr. Hess, one to E.B. Condon and one 
to Frank J. Cleary.  Condon will read 
his to the multitude in the saloons.  I will 
send one to Senator Fairbanks and keep 
one.  Will also give Stevens one. 
     Ice Went Out.  While the river in 
front of town broke on the 7th & moved down 
a little way, yet at 3 oclock this afternoon 
the grand break came, and the river rose two 
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feet or more and is now running high with 
heavy ice.  I am surprised at its force 
and quantity.  It is not equal to the Yukon 
- but nearly so, and is a wonderful manifest 
=ation of the natural force of water & ice. 
It came down suddenly, without warning, 
and in five minutes the ice was pushing up into 
the woods, breaking into great sections, pushing 
grinding, rolling, and tearing:  - an irresist 
-ible flood of ice, mud and water.  It 
was surprisingly great for so small a 
river.  We will evidently get away soon now, 
to Mt. McKinley. 
     The Bar Association today filed a petition for 
the appointment of a dept. clerk at Fairbanks, 
and also gave me a formal invitation to attend 
a banquet next week on the eve of my departure 
for Mt. McKinley. 
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 -10th- 
 Steamboat. 
At eight oclock this morning 
the “Isabella” came up the 
river to Fairbanks, her flags 
flying and her whistle blowing. 
A heavy jam of ice just below the 
slough where the steamers lay is 
pushing the water out over the valley 
- down their.  During the day we 
went over to North Fairbanks on the 
Isabella to land the ferry cable. 
Three boats came in today from up 
river – they report that the Tanana 
is pushing water into the Chena 
through a cut-off, and it is hoped 
that it will continue to do so.  More 
ice is running today – but the 

Diary 5, 1903    
may 10b and 11a 

Chena is open full length to the 
Tanana.  Cleary promises to 

take an excursion to Chena on 
Wednesday, including my Mt. Mc 
Kinley party.  Wada has now 
concluded not to go with us on 
account of heart troubles – we 
cannot run the risk of his life, and 
of spoiling our trip.  Bion A. Dodge, 
attorney, let me have his binocular 
glasses for the mountain trip – they are 
the finest made, and will be a great help 
to me.  Am going to dinner tonight at 
new restaurant in Wadas building – present 
Cleary, Hess, Condon, Noble, Robertson, Cowles, 
& I.  dinner with compliments of house, prop. 
Smith &          Fine goose dinner. 
 -11th- 
The ice jammed at the mouth of the Chena 
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and is overflowing the valley down between 
the telegraph station & the town of Chena. 
 -12th- 
Jams at Chena threatening that place – 
It will always be subject to the threat & will 
be drowned out at times – Fairbanks is the 
superior town site.  Owing to the lateness of 
the season we will not get started to Mt McKin 
=ley for a week probably.  We are all ready 
though.   Was tendered a most flattering 
dinner tonight by the Tanana Bar Association 
Bion A. Dodge, Pres. E.B. Condon, Secretary 
Mr. Dodge presided, but Condon acted as toast 
=master.  Dinner was in the Tanana Restaurant, 
& all the lawyers except Spring were present 
- he was at Chena & could not get back on 
account of the ice.  The large room was elegantly 
decorated with flags, curtains, evergreens & 
bunting – the latter red, white and blue mus= 
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quito bar!  The floor was carpeted with 
sweet-smelling spruce boughs, and the 
music, - violin and guitar was {in an alcove} behind 
curtains.  Dr. Whitney sang Annie Laurie 
& Ben Bolt, - we all sang America and 
the Star Spangled banner.  Toasts were 
proposed & responses by Dodge, Hess, I 
& Miller.  The dinner was good – this is copy 
of the menu: 
“Dinner to Judge James Wickersham 
 by the Tanana Bar Association 
Slough Cocktails.    Soup:  Chicken Giblet. 
Olives & pickles.  Shrimp Salad, Fish: Grayling. 
Salmi of Roast Duck, Green Peas, Roast Chicken 
(Grouse), Mashed Potatoes, Asparagus, Nuts 
& Dates, Cheese, Coffee, Cigars. 
 Fairbanks, Alaska, May 12, 1903.” 
On the reverse side was a copy of the words of 
the Star Spangled Banner”. 

Diary 5, 1903 In response to my toast I spoke of the 
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them from the prevalent slander of trickery 
and dishonesty.  The music was the feature 
of the evening.  Morgan plays the violin like 
a master, and Dr. Whitney sang well. 
I wore my full dress suit – the first ever worn 
in the Tanana valley – the only one present, 
too. 
 -13th- 
Was given a dinner tonight at the Tokio 
restaurant by my Japanese friends – present 
Wada, Hess, Cowles, Edgar, George, Robert 
=son, and Johnnie McLeod, - the intention 
was to dine the McKinley Alpine party, except 
Stevens who has had some dispute with the 
Japs.  Johnnie McLeod left in his birch 
bark canoe for the junction of the Chena with 
the Tanana to post some signs for the 
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town, but will overtake us at Chena on 
Sunday.  Beautiful warm sunny days. 
 -14th- 
Beautiful warm day.  Raft with 6 men 
aboard came down Tanana & Chena & arrived 
this morning, - report many more coming 
that way- The Tanana ice went out yester 
-day but the “Tanana Chief” is not free from 
the ice – we are going down on Saturday. 
We are now all ready – to go – everything first 
class except the packhorse.  “Aunt Sally” is 
poor and not strong. 
 -15th- 
Tanana Bar Association filed petition this 
morning asking for the appointment of 
John L. Long as deputy clerk to reside 
at Fairbanks.  Long is an old time 
westerner and mountain man – and has 
been Indian agent, &c. & is competent. 
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Have determined to appoint him until Heilig 
can be consulted.     On yesterday I per 
=suaded Charley Webb, an Eagle man and 
a splendid good hunter and packer to go to the 
mountain with us – He adds very much to the 
strength of my party and I am very much pleased 
over his determination to go.  I shall undertake 
to provide him an appointment as guard in one 
of the jails when we get back.  Am now buying 
another horse – which, with packing on our backs 
will unable us to travel without “double tripping” 
- or going back after loads. 
     I arrived in Fairbanks 36 days ago and 
it is beyond belief what has been accomplished 
here since then.  The fact that the public offices 
were established here – the Comr. Dep. Recorder 
Dep. Atty.   Dep. Marshal, courthouse, jail 
&c. determined most people in the belief 
that this would be the important town 
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in the district.  All the lawyers located 
here to be with the courts.  I am told by one 
who says he has counted them that 387 
houses are now erected or in process – yet 
there is not a white child here – nor in 
the Tanana valley!!  Whole blocks of 
cabins have been built since I came – yet 
there is no saw mill in the Tanana – all the lumber 
is whip sawed.  There is yet no church – but 
6 saloons – no school house for no children. 
     I leave this book today and take a new 
one for my trip to the Mt. McKinly.  I made 
an arrangement yesterday that will lighten our 
labors very much – and render us safer – I sent 
my mare out to the grass lands with Scotts 
horses – and hired Scotts best pack mule 
for the trip – for $25.00  I also rented Billy 
Robertsons pack mule for the trip for $50.00 
This gives us two good pack mules – strong 
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and ready & relieves us of “Aunt Sally” 
my mare, who was weak and poor.  With 
Webb and these two mules – and the 
assistance that Hendricks gives us by sitting 
us up the river 60 miles we are well fixed. 
If five strong men can climb the mountain 
we ought to do so - we have ropes, Alpen stocks 
&c. in fact everything we can think of that we 
need.  We procure our supplies from Hendricks & 
Belts store at Chena. 
     I have got to leave a few debts here – 
I will owe Robertson $50.00 & Scott $25.00 for 
the rent of the mules.  I will owe Barnetts 
store a small bill – not to exceed $50.00 
and Harry and Satow – possibly 
    (For memo, about trip to Mt McKinley 
     see next book. 
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Feb 26th 1903.  Mt St. Elias. 
  50 miles away – 
  taken 20 mi. at Sea. 
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 Cleary 
Check  851.80 
 
Pd. Willig  200. 
 “     Herse[?]   50. 
 “     Eagle.  400. 
 “      cash  100 
  ”         “   101.80 
all paid -   851 80 
 
Edgar to J. McLeod 60 
Pd “       “ 20 
  40 
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 of 
James Wickersham 
 
 From 
     May 16th 1903. 
 -to- 
     Sept. 17, 1903. 
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[drawing caption:] 
Dog tied to pole so that he cannot 
gnaw loose – pole tied to a tree. 
 
1. Dee-na-li Athapascan tradition 
2. Tre-la-ya Cooks Inlet Indian name 
3. Bolshoyia Russian name “High”. 
4. McKinley Patriotic. 
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[drawing captions:] 
LAKE 
AND[?] 
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May 16th 1903. 
A beautiful sunny day - Am already 
[to] go to Chena today at 1 oclock on the 
[Is]abella, where we will embark on the 
[“]Tanana Chief" on our journey to Mt 
McKinley. 
     We loaded "Mark" and "Hannah", on 
pack mules, on the "Isabella" at Fairbanks 
at noon, and at one oclock we boarded 
that craft with 115 other persons going on an 
excursion to Chena - to see us off on our 
trip and - evidently - to show the people of the 
town that as steamboat could 
navigate the Chena river.  We had music 
aboard & singing.  Received a note from 
Mr. Hendricks just as we were embarki[ng] 
[say]ing that he would leave Chena 
with his  boat at once - so we will 
[m?]ake close connection. 
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- made a quick and flying trip and 
to Chena and found the "Tanana Chief" with 
steam up waiting for us.  Excursionists 
seemed to enjoy the town - we procured on 
supplies - plenty of flour, bacon, beans, 
box dried apples, do, dried prunes, 300 ft 
of ½ in rope - non alpen stocks, muck= 
lucks.  100 lb rolled oats for the mules &c. 
After the Fairbanks excursion left, we 
loaded - the mules and supplies into 
a small barge ahead of the Chief & 
after a good dinner with Mrs. Currier 
- Mr Hendricks, Stevens, George & I, -our 
boat left Chena at 9.30 p.m. for 
down river.  Did not pay for my outfit, 

but agreed to do so from Rampart on 
my return, - about $100. due to Hen- 
=dricks & Belt.  He said, in answer to my 
question, that he would charge nothing for 
putting us up the Kantishna river - 
that he desired to do that much to assist 
in our efforts to reach the summit of the 
highest mountain in North America. 
Cleary also gave us such supplies as he had 
at Fairbanks & brought us all down 
on the “Isabella” in the same spirit. 
Robertson & Scott loaned us the mules 
cheap, on the same grounds.  Altogeth[er] 
[there?] seems to have arisen in the 
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Fairbanks - Chena community a spirit 
of enthusiasm to aid Americans to 
climb the mountain and save us the 
mortification experienced when Prince 
Luigi climbed St. Elias.  Went to bed, - in 
a small bunk, with rabbit skin blanket - 
early, for I was tired. 

-17th    Sunday- 
Passed the Nee-na-na or Cantwell 
river intake early this morning, and over 
took the "Jennie M", a small steamer 
belonging to Belt & Hendricks fleet, also 
going down to Weare for supplies for them. 
During the late winter they moved a large 
amount of supplies across the Yukon to 
the east bank of the Tanana, and now that 
the latter is open they will supply the mines 
from that source until the Yukon opens. 
Ducks, & particularly geese along the 
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Tanana sand bars by thousands.  Valley 
low and wide.  Ice yet piled high on the 
banks, only went out of channel 3 days ago. 
River runs nearly west - sometimes a little 
north, beautiful day - Geese, ducks, snipe. 
     My part, consists of:       
Charley Webb, whom I have known at 
Eagle City and on the Tanana for two years - 
a splendid good packer, hunter, boatman 
and guide.  John M McLeod, a native 
of Liard river country - who has lived on the 
Mackenzie and Yukon, all his life - 26 
years old.  Johnnie was guide for Prof- 
Stone where he gathered natural history 
specimens along the Mackenzie to the Arctic 
and with Prof. Hanbury on his journey into 
the same country.  Morton I. Stevens 
an all round athlete, shot and boatman 
George A. Jeffry, a good photographer 
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and my stenographer and secretary. 
All four of these men are young, strong 
and sound in heart and lungs.  With 
them and the ropes, alpen stocks, picks 
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&c. &c. and the assistant of the Tanana 
Chief we ought to reach the mountain & 
return in time. 
      Reached the mouth of the Kantishna - 
river at noon, and were greatly surprised 
and correspondingly disappointed at finding 
it running full of heavy ice, barring the 
"Tanana Chief" from ascending it.  As we 
waited the ice grew heavier, and Mr. Hendricks 
was almost ready to put us ashore - but 
finally agreed to wait until evening to see 
whether any change will come in the 
flow.  Just as we came to the mouth 
of the stream Webb discovered a 
boat in a drift, and while we lay 
tied to the bank just below the 
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Kantishna he and Johnnie went 
across in a row boat and pulled it out. 
To our great delight it proved to be a 
finely built double ender, 16 ft. long 
clinker built, but filled with dirt.  We 
brought it over to the "Chief", turned it up 
sideways, washed it clean, calked a crack, 
ran new rosin in the seams & now 
have a handsome new boat, able to 
carry all of our outfit except the mules. 
If the "Cheif" fails us we are now sure to 
get up the Kantishna by cordelling. 
     6 o'clock - The ice is nearly all 
run out, and our scare seems to be over 
- we will go on up the Kantishna as we orig 
=inally intended, - if something else 
don't happen - but in any event we are 
now able to help ourselves - from 
this point or at any higher point where 
the "Chief" leaves us. 
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Mr. Hendricks has been assisting 
me in preparing a map of the Tanana 
from Chena to Baker creek.  Owing 
to the swift current and heavy flow from 
the Kantishna into the Tanana we had 
much delay and trouble in getting into 
the mouth of the {tributary} stream, but at 
9:30 when I went to bed we were up some 
two miles to the first of a low range of 
sandhills which marks the western 
line of the Kantishna.  The stream is 
larger in appearances at this point. 
 -18th- 
The boat ran all night, and I was awaken 
once or twice by noises and found us going 
Woke at 6 oclock - we were in a lake 
like a part of the river - 660 ft wide 
and making good time.  For miles 
we have remained in these lakes 
with narrow - rapid connections. 
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The general course of the river is 
south. 
Courses of Kantishna 
at its junction with 
the Tanana. 
River runs general course 
south. 
[caption:]  TANANA RIV. 
Sand Ridge 100 ft. high 
 
The Kantishna is as large as the Patomac 
- the Wabash - the Illinois - the Sacra 
=mento.  Its valley is yet a part of that 
of the Tanana - wide, timbered and 
fertile.  It is a splendid virgin country 
- the Tanana Chief is the first boat 
to stem its waters: 3 p.m.  For nearly 24 
hours now we have been traveling up this 
wide, deep and navigable river.  It is 
a beautiful day - warm, sunny and 
springlike.  The birds sing, geese, ducks 
and other birds fly, the sunlight da[?] 
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the approaching mountain range shows 
in the clouds far across the evergreen 
forests filling the wide valleys - It is 
a temperate zone landscape - such 
as De Soto might have seen (except the 
snow covered mountains) when crossing tow 
=ard the Mississippi.  It bears no 
possible resemblance to an Arctic 
region.  We are just now passing a 
yellow sand cut {cut sand} bank on the right 
shore (going up) with a peculiar cut 
mound at its lower end.  A few minutes 
ago we were all surprised to see a boat 
coming down the river with a single 
occupant.  Coming alongside we found 
his name to be Butte Aiken and he told 
us he had been in the wilderness for 
eleven months without seeing a white 
man.  He had his furs in the boat 
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and was going to the lower country. 
He said we were 15 miles below an Indian 
camp, - that it as about 40 miles 
to the forks of the Kantishna & Toclat. 
     Reached the Indian village on the 
right bank (going up) of the Kantishna late 
this evening.  Boat out of wood –we all 
went ashore & cut & carried aboard 
enough to last back to Baker Creek. 
{Kudan.} 
Abram & Simon, two young Indians, 
who speak English came aboard &  
made us maps of trails &c. to McKinley. 
Abram says “Mountain sheep fall of that 
mountain – guess white man no stick em.” 
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 I asked him “Abram, your name – what name 
mountain” – he answered promptly “McKeenly”. 
- “No” I said “what is Indian name” & 
he said “Dēē-na-thy” (a as in father).  
We pulled up to the Indian village 
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and unloaded our supplies - built a 
cache in trees & put our eatables up out 
of reach of the malamute dogs - built put 
up our tent and got ready for the night. 
After unloading us the "Tanana Chief” 
backed out, went flying down stream 
and we are now upon our own resources. 
About 50 Athapascans at this camp. 
 -19th- 
We did not get to bed last night until 
nearly midnight, so I did not wake the camp 
until 8 oclock.  After a long preliminary 
"talk" we induced Abram{Kudan} to go with the mules 
and George & Stevens as guide to Moose Creek 
- 20 miles up the Kantishna above the forks 
with Toclat.  We took photographs of the 
Indian camp, of individuals and women 
cleaning moose skins, and at noon 
departed.  George & Stevens, guides by 
Abram, started off through the woods.  
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while Webb, Johnnie McLeod and I loaded 
our boat and left for via. the river bank. 
Alternately we poled, or cordelled, and 
crossed to bars with the oars.  The following 
diagram will explain how we took advan 
=tage of the currents and 
bars.  The lines, thus - - - represent 
the main current of the 
river, while the round dots, thus . . . represent 
the direction taken up stream by our 
boat.   We cordelled, or pulled the 
 boat upstream & the 
diagram explains how we rounded the bars & as 
soon as we could strike the current would 
cross the current to the opposite bar, thus 
always being able to walk and pull the 
boat with the 1/2 in rope around the bars- 
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The difference between the current side 
of the river and the opposite bar side is 
shown by this diagram. 
  The current and 
rapid water, of course, is on the deep 
side on the outer rim of the bends, thus 
giving us the short cut on the bars. 
We were accompanied up the river by two 
Indians who were going hunting moose. 
They had lunch with us.  "Chē-ah" was 
the name of the eldest - his name means 
"to eat" in the Tinneh, and he did not fail 
to live up to the highest tradition of gastro 
=nomic nomenclature.  About 5.30 it 

began to rain heavily and we went ashore & 
made camp in a fine grove of spruce on 
a high dry bank - tent up & filled with 
aromatic spruce boughs - dinner & a 
fine evening.  fine camp. 
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Good supper - an hour afterward 
old Na-chē-rē-ah "Sunset" - 
came into camp & we gave him supper. 
He correctly and carefully gives me the names 
of the rivers - "Hun-teth-na", instead 
of Kantishna, and "Too-tlat", instead 
of Toclat.  I supposed that the final 
"na" on the names of the Tanana rivers 
mant "river" - but the old man says 
that it does not - but only means 
- "take it."  "Too-tlat" means = 
"Too" -water & the whole "Head waters" 
 -20th- 
Left our fine camp of last night 
at 9 and have made a long run - 
in a general southerly direction. 
Passed what we took for the 
mouth of the "Too-tlat" two miles 
or more back.  We have made abou 
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15 miles and hope to reach Moose 
Creek tomorrow night.  The river is 
now within well defined bluffs at 
two miles distance on either side - though 
here at our camp tonight we cannot 
see the east bluff as we think the 
Too-tlat valley extends the distance. 
Mountains begin to look close, though 
we are yet in a perfectly level country 
- the bluffs bring only terraces. 
Fine camp tonight on west bank on 
a high dry spot, open to east & south. 
River very high & rising which makes 
cordelling bad & poling ditto. 
Webb & Johnnie are fine river men 
and understand boats & other uses. 
Webb is a Tacoma boy & went to 
school to Nan at the Central School 
- also to Mrs Rice & Miss Unthauk. 
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 -21- 
Made only about 10 or 12 mi 
today - this afternoon it rained 
hard and is still pouring tonight 
We are wet - bedraggled and hungry. 
Good camp on north bank facing 
river and south.  Frightful bends 
in river which still maintains a 
general southerly course.  No 
bluffs near river yet - but foothills 
just above us.  have killed no 
game yet, though every point of 
a bar has a pair of geese, and 
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ducks are abundant.  Moose 
sign everywhere -there are 
hundreds of them along the river 
River very high and rising rapidly. 
 22nd 
Two trappers came into our camp this 
morning before we got up - the are in 
a boat and going down river.  They have 
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been on the Kuskokwim and the big lake 
at the head of this river.  They tell us we are 
on the right road & 15 miles from the Indian 
camp.  They have been out of civilization 
for nearly a year – names,  Frank Peterson 
& Charley Lundun - They make me 
a map of the river from here to a big lake 
out of which the river springs, - it is 
yet 240 miles - by the river- to the Lake 
We got some baking powder & soda 
from them, none having been put in our 
outfit.  A mile above our camp of the 
night we passed a high cut bank of sand 
- on the right hand going up - at a bend. 
Rain fell two inches last night, but too 
high yet to line the boat along the banks 
except in short sketches.  While at 
our lunch I discovered Stevens 
small flag - a mile above & across 
the river - on a tree at the point of a bar 
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Arrived at the Indian  camp & found 
George, Stevens & Abram, their guide, on the left 
bank of the river – the mules still on the 
other side.  This is the ideal Indian Camp. 
[captions:] slough      Indian Camp   
KANTISHNAR RIVER    Hill. 
 
It faces the waters of a slough – and far 
away – 25 to 50 miles is a range of magnificent 
snow capped mountains – the western most being 
“Dee-na-thy” – the High.  To the left are 
other peaks – reaching the clouds, and snow 
covered – higher than Shasta – Hood or 
Ranier.  Beautiful cones – capping 
the grandest mountain chain in the 
world.  In the foreground is another chain 
- lower, yet serrated and beautiful – 
over which we reach the vast abysses 
and gorges of McKinley.  It is the 
most beautiful mountain view I have 
ever seen – and – over shadows 
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all the beauties of the Rockies & Cascades. 
The Indian camp, itself, is full of beauty 
- as a barbaric and rapidly passing phase 
of American life.  On a gentle slope toward 
the water - tents, meat racks - canoes - frames 
for new canoes - fish nets, drying and tanned 
bear - moose, caribou, rabbit, martin &c 

bear, - all the life and color a Sioux 
or Comanche camp-  It is the most 
spirited Athapascan camp to be seen 
in the north – in a splendid game and 
fish country - and on a river visited only 
by the few hardy & daring spirits that have 
camped along its shore over winter for 
its fine trapping.  An old woman scraping 
a moose hide - another wringing the water 
out of wet and soaked hide - playing 
children, visiting squaws - the 
passing canoe -  herd of resting 
Malamute dogs - the bright sky & the 
reflection of the distant peaks in 
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the still waters - beautiful scene - to 
be found in such primitive barbarity no 
where else in our territories today. 
     Will remain here tomorrow & swim  
the mules across - then go due south to the 
ridge on the north east slope of McKinley 
& attempt to ascend from that flank.  The 
great mountain lies about fifty or sixty 
miles, a little west of south of this place. 
This camp is called "Tuch-taw-gā-na” 
The black hills farthest to the north & to our 
left is called by them "Chid-zey-ah" 
= Chid -zi-ah".  Moose Creek is 
called "Chid-zi-ah-na". 
 -23rd- 
Wrote letter last night & sent back by 
Abram to Debbie at Rampart.  Also a 
note to Hendricks.  Paid Abram $15.00 
& he goes back today. 
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The first disappointment today: - 
Johnnie McLeod has cold feet and is  
going to desert us - he has been intensely 
scared out by the Indian stories about 
the inaccessibility of the mountain.  Will 
remain here in the Indian camp 
today - Crossed "Mark" and 
"Hannah" by swimming them across 
the Kantishna river 1/4 mile. They 
will go due south tomorrow along 
the bluff on east of river while we 
go up the stream by boat.  An 
Indian guide will go with horses. 
While after mules we climed high spruce 
trees on bluff top, -splendid view of all 
the upper Kantishna valley - 50 miles or 
more wide - covered with spruce and birch. 
[captions:]  Tolcat    McKinley 
Chid-zi-ya range.     Kantishna 
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[captions:] 
White peaks Mt. McKinley 
Mt. Chid-zi-ah. Tolcat 
Chid-zi-ah Range.  (Chit-siah) 
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Chit-siah means “heart”. 
Kantishna Riv Camp May 23rd 
 
Mt. Chid-zi-ah is exactly 
{5 degrees east of} south of us 
today, and McKinley is 10 degrees west 
of south.  The river for some distance runs 
west then turns south west – its 
general course is now south west 
and it is said by Peterson & Lundur 
{and the Indians} 
to rise in Lake Menchebéna, 50 
mi. west of Mt. McKinley. 
 -24th- Sunday 
Webb, McLeod & I left the Indian 
camp with the boat while Jeffery & 
Stevens went with the mules south 
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along the birch [co]vered bluffs – We 
are to meet at the next Indian camp 
at “60 Mile” – or Moose Creek. 
They have an Indian as a guide. 
We worked hard & made good time but 
the river is bad – though falling & we 
are camped in the wilderness tonight 
on the south bank of the river. 
[map captions:]  Low range  
of hills 
Camp May 23.    Bluffs 
Camp May 24. 
 
 Map of River at our 
     camps of May 23 & 24. 
Johnnie McLeod has finally agreed 
to go and watch the mules – but will 
not attempt to climb the mountain 
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 -25th Hun-tahl-nō 
 Monday 
We have reached the Indian camp 
on a big slough into which a stream 
flows – from east.  Indians call 
the place “Anō-toch′-ti-lon”. 
[captions:] River  River  slough 
Anō-toch′--ti-lon.  May 25. 
Hun-tath 
 
Climbed the birch clad hill back of Indian 
village and had a splendid panoramic 
view of the Chet-siah (Chid-zi-ah) range 
& the upper valley of the Kantishna.  The 
maps are wrong in bringing the 
head waters of the Kuskokwim on the 
north base of McKinley  -that river 
rises north and west of this – which 
completely drains McKinley waters. 
Met George & Stevens here all right. 
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may25band26a the name of the beautiful mountain just 
south east of us 20 miles - "Chet-siah" 
and say it means "heart."  They say also 
that the white mans rendering of Kantish 
=na is wrong, it is - "Hun-tahl-nō." 
The lake, also, is called "Mu {Mun-}chub′-inna". 
="mun" - Lake - or Lake Chub′inna. 
This is a fine village - mostly from Tanana 
and Chief Henry is their leader - They are 
making some fine boats - and clearing and 
tanning moose hides as fine as calf skin 
leather. 
 -26th- 
 Tuesday 
Remained in camp all day - raining. 
During afternoon went to top of big bluff 
just down the river when I could see 
far down and to its source - it runs 
in a general South of South west course 
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[captions:]  Chit-siah Mt McKinley 
To-tlat  Hun-tehl-no 
Kantishna  Tanana Riv 
 
General view of course of 
the Kantishna - or Him-tehl-nō. 
While upon hill with Webb I located 
an eagles nest - saw the old whitehead 
sitting on tree top - and old mother bird 
sitting on the nest.  Whole country 
round about - to the mountains - covered 
with spruce, birch, cottonwood, alder, 
willow.  We have concluded to leave the 
boat here and pack the mules & take 
a south course on the birch hills directly 
toward the mountain. 
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Clear -27th-  Sunshine 
 Wednesday 
We left Anō-toch′-ti-lon rather late 
this morning, intending to go up the creek 
that empties into the slough - lake, a mile or 
so & pack from there after cacheing 
the boat.  There were two creeks, however 
and we went up one & the horses the other, 
and now at 3 p.m. Webb & McLead 
are out trying to find the other boys and 
the mules. We also met with a serious 
"axe-cident" - Webb dropped our largest 
and best axe into the creek where it is 6 
ft. or more deep, and so discolored with 
vegetation that we cannot - so far - 
find it.  He and McLeod have both dived 
for it repeatedly - but will try-try again. 
The creek we are on runs through very 
low ground - and is sluggish and filled 
with driftwood & sweepers - or hangers 
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trees, more like a Louisiana bayou than 
an Alaskan bayou - north of Mt. McKinley. 
     Last night just at sundown - while the 
sky was clear and the horizon open to examination 
I went on the mounds bluff back of the Indian camp 
with Moses, uneducated Indian and old 
John who is thoroughly familiar with the 
Mt. McKinley and Kantishna river country, 
and he pointed out the location and courses 
of the Kantishna and the Kuskokwim 
rivers.  Our present maps of the Kusko 
=kwim are widely wrong.  Kantishna 
and To-tlat rivers drain McKinly and 
the Kuskokwim rises farther to the north 
& west in the Bull Moose Mountains 
which they clearly pointed out 
to me.  The Kantishna also makes 
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a big bend to the west and north before 
it reaches Lake Munchub'ina. 
[captions:]  To-tlat. Chit.Siah range 
valley.   High ridge mts   Lake 
Min Chubina 
May 26      Bull Moose Mts. 
Kuskokwim River 
Bull Moose Mts. should 
be just W.N.W. from our 
camp of May 26. 
 
This is as good a map as I can now draw 
of the final ending, course & drainage 
area of Kantishna - also the location of 
the Bull Moose branch of the Kuskokwim 
The Indians go up the "Cross-chacket" to 
reach the latter river. 
(Bull Moose range - nearly North & South) 
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Clear   28th   Sunshine 
 Thursday 
Late last night Webb & Stevens took boat 
back to junction of creeks with Slough a 
quarter of a mile south of Ano-toch-ti-lon 
and cached it and a sack of flour, where 
we will pick them up on our return - 
In changing from boat to pack animals 
we had to rearrange packs, &c and it was 
noon before we were on the march today. 
Our course has been a little east of south. 
- in the direction of Chit-siah, or "heart 
mountain".  We crossed about two miles of 
bad "niggerhead" swamp reach the 
rolling birch covered hills - between two 
large lakes - wading the stream up to our 
waists to cross - and thence south along 
the hills.  About 3 oclock we found 
ourselves on a beautiful {round} birch hill. 
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may28b across its peaceful surface Dē-nathy 
- Mt. McKinley loomed up like a great 
white cloud on the horizon - throw Mts. 
Baker, Tacoma, St. Helens and Adams 
together for mass - then pile Hood on the 
summit for height and you have a fair 
idea of McKinley.  Its stupendous 
gorges - perpendicular walls and 
towering mass with "Liberty Cap" 
on its mighty summit made the most 
imposing scene I ever witnessed. 
We cleared some trees and with the lake 
and more distant hills as a foreground 
we made two exposures with each 
of our cameras.  No better view 
will ever be had of this immense 
mountain, for we viewed saw it 
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across the level country and if 
our pictures are as good as the clear 
sky and correct light would warrant 
we are indeed to be congratulated. 
     To the {west} right of Mt. McKinley, and 
joined to it by a tremendous ridge of 
stone - covered with eternal snow and 
ice is a beautiful peak, which from 
its lesser height which renders it 
feminine in appearance with McKinley 
This splendid peak we named 
Mt. Deborah in honor of my 
good wife, whose pure clean mind 
and heart are as fairly typified by the 
white snow as ever resting upon its 
16,000 feet in altitude.  We crossed 
the outtel of the lake, and made our 
camp on its shores for the night 
Oh the birds - robins and other singing birds 
the woods is filled & boat with songs 
[overwritten vertically:] 
We soon discovered 
this to be Mt. Foraker 
a fact which I really 
regretted since I so 
wished to fix my wifes 
name to the beautiful 
Peak. 
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 -29- 
 Friday 
Dirty, delighted & dog-tired. 
We have crossed four three forks of 
Beaver Creek today - all running 
west, while we have been going 
due south toward Mr. McKinley. 
[captions:] Kantishna Riv. Chitsiah 
Beaver Creek 
May 26  May 27  May 28   May 29 
We encamp tonight on the south bank 
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of the fourth third fork of Beaver Creek, just 
west of Heart Mountain, or Chit siah. 
Cloudy      -30th-   Rainy 
 Saturday 
We got a late start owing to having 
to get the mules across the creek 
- we did not bring them over last 
night.  Passed a group of 
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small lakes, set in birch and 
spruce covered hills, which we called 
“Alma Lakes in honor of Mr. M 
I. Stevens sister.  They lie just 
a little north of due west of Mt. 
Chitsiah.  We are camped in the 
forest, tonight, on a hill, from which 
we can see other lakes & swamps 
yet to the south.  We are crossing a 
wide level and beautiful country, 
- it must be 50 or 75 miles from 
the Chitsiah hills westward to the 
Bull Moose mountains.  This 
immense area is covered with a 
light forest of spruce, birch and 
willow – it is dotted with lakes 
and intersected with running 
streams – Beaver creek 
drains a wide valley & comes 
down from Chitsiah - 
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Clear    -31st-    Sunshine 
 Sunday 
We are just below the west 
slope of Mt. Chitsiah tonight 
Would have reached the mountain 
except that the road has been so bad 
the mules gave out.  At noon we 
camped by a beautiful lake out of 
which a small stream trickled 
over a newly built beaver dam and 
then washed away westward toward 
the Kantishna.  Along the shore we 
saw many pickerel – 3lbers - 16 in 
long - and shot a dozen.  Would 
shoot just above the fish - stun it 
& throw it out while stunned.  What 
would Izaak Walton say to that? 
Well, he never hunted pickerel with 
a 30-40 so he dont count. 
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Clear.   June 1st Sunshine 
 Monday. 
Left our camp at 10 oclock and at 1 p.m. 
we were on the high flank of Chitsiah - at 
its western flank.  Stevens had located 
two big bull cariboo {with Dodges field glasses} 
before we reached the 
summit - across on the next meadow - and 
Webb and McLeod went after them while 

the rest of us made camp - the highest point 
of spruces just below.  Watched the boys with 
the glasses - they killed both bulls - so we 
made permanent camp to dry the meat 
to use on Mt McKinley.  This afternoon 
McLeod & I erected the staging of poles 
to dry the meat on while the other boys went 
after the cariboo with the mules. 
[captions:] Drying jerked 
  Cariboo. 
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From our camp we have a magnificent 
view far to the north and west.  As far 
as we can see it is a plane covered with 
birch, alder, spruce and cottonwood - 
many small lakes are set in this 
green covering & glisten in the sun- 
the "Hun-tehl-no" hills, around 
which the Kantishna circles are now 
fully outlined, beyond lie the Bull Moose 
mountains - to the south, a common 
source for the Kantishna and Kuskokwim 
waters it is level, and without a high= 
land.  Far to the north - a little to the east 
lie the Tanana hills - the Tolavana bluff 
& the domes near Fairbanks.  The valley 
opposite us is very wide - 75 miles or 
more - to the Bull Moose range. 
We will climb Chit-siah tomorrow. 
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Variable June 2nd 
     Tuesday 
On top of Chitsiah 5 oclock p.m. 
[captions:]  Mt. McKinley    Great flat 
Mt. Chitsiah   Lake Minch. 
Bull Moose Mts.  Totlat.  Kantishna River 
 
  Lake Munchibena is 
 a little south of due 
 west from Chitsiah 
 & 50 miles away. 
We could plainly see it from the 
summit.  The Tō-tlat was in 
plain view from its mouth to the  
mountains. 
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[captions:] Mt Deborah.   Mt. McKinley 
Chitsiah Creek   Beaver Creek   Mt. Chitsiah 
Lake Minshubbina   Totlat   Kantishna 
Correct Map    Bull Moose Mts. 
 
We left camp about noon - Stephens George & 
I and by 5 oclock we had reached the summit of 
Chitsiah.  On the road over - just as we had 
reached a small summit or hogback on the north 
side of Chitsiah Creek, we saw two bull moose 
in the little valley below us.  They trotted off 
very slowly & we had good view of them at 150 
yards distance and while they climbed the 
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opposite bluff.  Stevens wanted to 
shoot, but I persuaded him not to do so. 
Mt. Chitsiah is the most prominent feature 
in the Kantishna and To-tlat river landscapes. 
It is the most sounortherly mountain of the rugged 
range which extends due south between the two 
rivers to McKinley.  No other peak for 15 or 
20 miles around is so high - its name - Chitsiah 
means "Heart" in the Indian tongue - and {as} it is 
exactly the shape of the point of the heart and 
being both very appropriate and euphonious 
we have adopted it as the permanent name. 
It is about 3500 or 4000 feet high - is very 
steep - but approachable along these sharp 
divides, and up a steep rocky incline. 
We approached its summit by the southerly 
and best incline.  The view from this 
peak is superb.  For seventy five miles 
you can see the entire country to the north 
and west - even to the extreme south west 
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and almost to the eastward.  It is 
a grand view of a wide level table land 
dotted with innumerable small lakes - 
you see the To-tlat at your feet, from its 
mountain gorges in the south west to where 
it joins the Kantishna - due north from 
the mountain.  The To-tlat valley is probably 
10 miles wide - on the east side of the river- 
on the west side it lies close to the mountains. 
Its bed is yet filled with ice, through which 
the river has cut many channels - it is a 
typical Arctic river - and differs greatly 
from the Kantishna, which is a wide & timber 
covered country.  The Kantishna rises in a 
wide low country to the west & south west 
- the Kuskokwim evidently rises in the same 
low country & flows west.  We built a 
stone cairn on Mt. Chitsiah, flung the 
stars & stripes to the breeze - made such 
rough maps as we needed & came down 
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In going to the mountain we waded Chitsiah 
creek easily, but the snows had melted so bad 
all day that at night the creek was raging 
We finally crossed locked together by our 
hands[?].  Picture of mountains & cairn 
Cloudy.     June 3rd 
 Wednesday. 
We liked the appearance of Chitsiah Creek 
as a mineral creek & George & Stevens & Webb 
went back today with gold pan & got two 
colors & ruby sand - We will stay 
over another day & prospect it & stake. 
Cloudy.  June 4. - Thursday. 
Wandered over mountains, prospected Chit- 
siah Creek - found good colors & staked 
upstream claims as follows:       → Down Stream 

[transcribed vertically instead of horizontally:] 
D.S.W.  4 above  
G.A.J.  3 above  
C. Webb  2 above  
M. I. Stevens 1 above 
J. W.  Dis. 
J. McL  1 B.  
G.A.J.  2 B.  
Dave McVay 3 B.  
J. E. Briggs  4 B 
D. P. W.  5 B 
N. V.H  6 B 
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Discovery claim lies on Chitsiah at the  
mouth of the Two Bull Moose Gulch. 
No 4 Above for Debbie, Discovery for my 
=self & No 5 Below for Darrell. 
Variable     June 5th    Friday 
Left camp at noon without pack train 
for our final run to the base of McKinley. 
A mile or so this side of camp I saw a 
fine bull moose & shot at him but luck 
=ily missed - we have all meat we want 
He was a magnificent animal.  I am 
now on a mountain top overlooking the 
splendid valleys to the west - hundreds of lakes 
& thousands of square miles of country. 
Just across on the next ridge - in 
plain sight is a band of cariboo mothers 
& babies.  They are on the south hill side & 
the colors are playing like young lambs. 
They are beautiful graceful creatures. 
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Made a good run of 12 miles or more and 
are camped tonight a beautiful mountain 
stream which we have called 10 Cariboo 
Creek, because we saw that number today 
at its head. 
[captions:] Chitsiah Creek  
Camp June 1-5    Bull Moose Creek 
Camp 6.   10 Cariboo Creek 
2 Bear Creek 
Camp, June 7. 
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Clear. June 6th- Saturday 
A great bear fight!!  Saw two big 
black bear on divide.  Stevens & George 
went down to photo & rest of us opened 
fire on big male.  Wounded him & he 
came down hill close to boys who were 
just ready to take his picture when 
another shot started him.  He rolled 
head over heels down long snow 
incline with Stevens & Jeffry in full 
cry after him & the rest of us shooting 
from high bluff – In spite of all 
our shots & his evident wounds – for 
the snow was red with blood where he 
went down, he escaped in a rocky 
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canyon.  The female ran away & I saw 
her a mile off across two divides – going 
in long gallop.  Also saw two 
cariboo – who came around us in the 

Diary 6,  1903 
june06band07 

same way an antelope does - We did  
not shoot at them.  Camped tonight 
on high mountain meadow - in the 
cold east wind - with "Denally" & Mt. 
Deborah glowing in the late sunset, 
surrounded by snowbanks. 
Clear.  June 7th      Sunday 
A beautiful clear Sunday morning. 
McKinley is without a cloud - the maj 
esty of Joves mighty seat confronts us - 
the mules have runaway - think of "Mark" 
"Hannah" failing to support {abandoning} a McKinley 
proposition {expedition.}  After a hard days journey in 
the snow on the mountain tops we came 
S. W. down into the valley - narrow & rock walled 
- of a mountain torrent where we are tonight 
Nearness to McKinley evidently makes more 
snow.  All tired & worn out. 
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Clear.  June 8th  Monday 
Yesterday was a clear day & while on the 
highest summits we had a fine view of the 
summit of "Der-nally".  We got into this 
camp late and had our supper at midnight 
so, being all worn out, we remain in camp 
today.  Marks shoulder back is also 
saddle sore & he needs attention.  We 
are bathing in the splendid mountain 
stream - in ice water - surrounded by 
snow beauty - mending shoes - resting 
Clear  June 9th     Tuesday- 
This has proved a satisfactory day - 
we not only made a good run with our 
train but reached a point where we are 
located with reference to McKinley. 
We went due south - a little west -  
along the low range bases of the 
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range and tonight we are camped 
at {on} the north bank of the most beautiful 
stream we have yet seen, - We have det 
=ermined to call it McLeod Creek, on 
account of the fact that it does things 
early & late – even before breakfast 
[captions:]  Camp 9th McLeod Creek. 
Camp 8th Camp 6th 
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We are now only one days march – light 
to the north – a little west of McKinley. 
Today we will move camp up to the far= 
=thest wood & then go to the small summits 
to view out the route. 
[ captions:]   Deborah 
McKinley McKinly Creek 
Camp 9th 

 

This map roughly shows our position – as 
we now understand it – with a small 
range between us & the base of McKinly 
and the flat of McKinly Creek beyond. 
More cariboo today – but killed none – will 
hunt from our next camp as we will 
need more jerked meat for the mountain 
All things moving smoothly now since 
I am right in coming around. 
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Clear June 10th      Wednesday 
An uneventful day – but good travel= 
=ing & we are at the base of the small range 
over which we go tomorrow.  Musquitoes 
very bad now. 
[caption:] McLeod Creek 
 
Encamped tonight on the most 
southerly fork of McLeod Creek. 
Variable. June 11th  Thursday 
Left our camp at 9:00 and traveled to the very 
summit of the range between the Kantishna 
& Denalli.  We expected to have to come 
back to McLeod creek & make our 
permanent camp for lack of wood on 
the south side of this range, but upon 
inspection from the summit we found 
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to our great surprise that spruce grows on 
the banks of the streams under the very shadow 
of McKinley - & within a half dozen miles of 
when we must begin our ascent.  Descended 
from the mountain upon a stream coming 
from the north & flowing west out of a 
gorge, into the Kantishna flats south of 
McLeod creek - it is a beautiful stream 
- almost a river - rapid, deep and clear 
I will call it Webb Creek.  From 
our point of view on the summit we saw 
a large lake lying in a valley just north 
of McKinley.  I named it "Alma Lake" 
in honor of Mr. Stevens sister, the one 
we so named on the Kantishna valley being 
unimportant, and utterly lost in the 
multitude of lakes & swamps seen by us 
from the mountains in its neighborhood. 
alma lake f drains into Webb river. 
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From the summit we also chose a site for 
our camp on McKinleys flank.  Came 
down the summit & had lunch - George & Stevens 
went over the next mountain to photo the lake - 
came onto four cariboo.  Shot 14 times but 
got nothing. {They saw 4 cariboo.} 
With pack train crossed 
Webb creek & camped at outlet of 
Alma Lake - it is a beauty - about 
three miles long - surrounded by low 
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rolling mountains, while just south - 10 
miles rises the perpendicular walls of 
the mighty McKinley range.  It is Spokane 
with a back ground of Switzerland 
magnified 100 times.  Got some photos  
- one panoramic of McKinley range - 
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[captions:] McKinly     Deborah 
Mt. Chitsiah 
 
Map showing the location of Alma Lake. 
Webb Crek & McKinly creek & the 
divide between the To-tlat & Webb 
watersheds. 
Cloudy.  June 12th    Friday. 
Remained in camp all day resting.  Webb 
& MLeod went hunting - but got nothing 
but ptarmigan - 
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Clear  June 13th Saturday. 
Our trip today as over rolling foot 
hills and a splendid plain from Lake 
Alma directly towards McKinley.  A 
more beautiful game country does not 
exist than this fine large mountain 
locked mountain meadow region 
Every stream is bordered with a growth 
of fine straight spruce: innumerable 
small clear lakes dot the rolling 
meadowland, the grass is green & 
furnishes abundant food for our 
mules, over all the clear bright sun 
pours his genial rays and it is a 
reproduction in part at least of the 
great American desert a century 
ago.  An old Indian lodge on 
a hill with a drying frame for jerking 
cariboo proves that it as once 
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the hunting grounds of the Kantishna's 
while numbers of great antlers, now 
white with age, show when the graceful 
yet hardy cariboo have been killed.  We 
saw a band but got none them.  In the 
early afternoon we reached the edge of 
a steep - almost perpendicular gravel 
bluff - a glacial valley lay before us - 
nearly a mile wide - perfectly level from 
bluff to bluff and devoid of vegetation. 
Across its drifting bed of sand and 
gravel, ground under mighty glaciers 
& thrown out by glacial force of water, 
ran several rapid, turbid glacial 
currents, ray and muddy with glacial 
debris.  We camped on the high bluff 
facing the granduer of McKinley and 
its snow white flanks.  I arrived at 
camp last, having been off on the hills 
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june13c glance over the valley showed me a band 
of cariboo  a quarter mile away sunning 
themselves on a sandbar.  Webb, McLeod 
& I went after them and succeeded in 
getting a fine fat one.  We then crossed 
this present, active and new glacial 
valley, wading the torrents {of McKinley Creek} 
with the water 
to our waists and went into camp on 
a bar at the mouth of that branch of 
McKinley creek which comes down from 
the north snows of the mountain - just 
above our heads.  Killed some ducks 
today and found some ptarmigan 
eggs.  Will reach our farthest and 
permanent camp tomorrow.  We 
are now taking near views of the great white 
mountain - with our camp flanked by 
large forests of spruce saw timber. 
One fine view at exactly midnight. 
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Clear. June 14th Sunday 
Left our camp late, as usual, and 
had much trouble to get across the 
first glacial stream to uur right, but 
finally got the pack train across and 
all of us waded its roaring waters 
hand in hand.  Crossed the divide 
to the main branch of McKinley creek 
coming down from the north slope of the 
mountain and there camped for lunch. 
A young buck cariboo, evidently attracted 
by our mules came down from the opposite 
hills and out on the glacial bar in front 
of our camp where the boys killed him. 
Passed on up the creek to a point where 
it breaks through the great northern 
moraine - terminal - and there made 
our camp in a fine bunch of spruce. 
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We made several exposures for photograph 
coming toward the mountain - due north 
from its summit.  Later one of the moon 
resting on a white mountain top.  These 
wide glacial floors - valleys - will afford 
us an easy exit from this spot to the Kan 
-tishna - we will follow down the bars 
until we strike the Kantishna, thus escap 
=ing swamps, mountains and brush. 
Had our supper at 12 oclock and went 
to bed at one at which time the great white 
dome before us was gilded with the rose 
of the rising sun - less than two hours 
of twilight and perfectly light all night. 
Musquitoes are bad.  Great bear trail 
between camp and river.  Mountain 
looks better for climbing as we near it 
but it is yet very steep and very high. 
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Clear.  June 15.      Monday 
Moved our tent out to the creek bank on 
account of the musquito pest.  Webb & 
McLeod went back with the mules for 
the cariboo we killed last night.  This is 
a hunters paradise, for we saw a big 
buck cariboo on the side hill within half 
a mile of camp before they left & he remained 
there all day.  During the afternoon I saw 
two glacier grizzlys (bears) on what seemed 
from camp to be a moraine about a mile 
& a half away.  We waited until Webb & 
McLeod returned, with the guns & then went 
grizzly bear hunting.  They had shot a fox & 
captured a young one which they named 
"McKinley" & brought into camp.  Stevens 
Webb, George & I went over to find traces 
of the bear.  When we had neared the 
supposed moraine I discovered it 
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to be a glacier - a stupendous mass of ice 
covered with iron on - rock & dirt from the 
mountain {snow} slides which furnished it life. 
It appears to be new - there are evidences that 
older ones have existed, while this is evidently 
very active & vigorous.  McKinley creek pours 
from the mouth of a great ice cavern at its 
front.  The top - which I reached first 
in fact I first began the ascent, is cov 
=ered with millions of tons of debris 
and oak - granite &c.  The men of my 
party instisted on naming the glacier the 
"Wickersham Glacier" - but we'll see. 
It seems to come down from two great 
canyons - one on the east wall of the moun 
-tain the other on the north & west.  Will try 
& map it tomorrow.  It is about 300 
feet or more high, and several 
miles in length. 
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Variable     June 16th     Tuesday 
Went to top of 6000 foot peak just 
north of McKinly, but do not see a road to 
the summit - it is one vast snowslide 
into the glacier which skirts it. 
[captions:] McKinly.  Lower glacier. 
 
It is about 5 miles from the extreme north 
end of the glacier to the mountain where 
it is comes from the west. 
[captions:] Glacier    East     McKinly 
   West 
McK. Creek  North 
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The present glacier comes down from 
the west close along the base of McKinly 
to a point opposite its east base - then 
turns at right angles to the north. 
It seems new & active, but an older 

glacier once existed here - much larger 
than the present.   It extended down 
the valley from camp, two miles beyond 
the present one.  The bluffs clearly 
show its height & the remaining debris 
its spread. 
[captions:] Mt McK     old     new 
 
We will go up to the angle in the glacier 
day after tomorrow & then up the 
ice stream - if we can.  It looks 
bad on account of snowslides 
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Clear. June 17      Wednesday 
Hells to pay & no pitch hot! 
Webb got mad at Stevens this morn 
=ing, packed up and left us.  Though 
I begged him not to go.  After going a 
mile or two and cooling off he saw 
how bad it would look for him 
to come in without us, so he put his 
pack down & came back and asked 
me for a statement which I gave 
him in this form: 
 "Mt McKinley, June 17 1903 
To whom it may concern: 
 Very much to my regret Mr. Charles 
Webb has this voluntarily left my party 
to go home 
 Respectfully, 
 James Wickersham 
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I then begged him to take flour &c 
but he didn't - he remained in camp 
awhile & I then approached him to take the 
mules, & with McLeod go down on a raft & 
thus make it appear that he returning 
for me - this mollified him & this evening 
he has finally agreed to remain with me. 
Have had a bad time with both he & McLeod 
who has been a dozen times on the point of des 
=ertion on account of his fear 1st  of grizzly 
bear - & 2nd of the mules.  He is a Mackenzie 
river lad & the mules are as dangerous in 
his eyes as grizzlies & then the boys have 
told him such yarns about mules that he 
is really afraid to stay at camp with them. 
George & Stevens went to photograph the 
mouth of the cavern in the glacier where 
issues McKinley creek.  We move in the 
morning. 
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Clear June 18th Thursday 
A glorious summer day - without a 
cloud.  We loaded one mule with 
wood and one with our packs and all 
set out for the upper end of the glacier. 
Passed into upper valley and along 
the top of the old lateral moraine 

 - 11 - - 11 - 

 - 11 - 



Alaska State Library – Historical Collections   Diary of James Wickersham 
MS 107 Diary 6   May 16?, 2003 through September 17, 2003 

on east side, to the very base of Mr. 
McKinley.  Fun with a wolverine - 
Stevens had the field glasses & kept 
calling my attention to the bear!  "Don't 
you see his big flat head? - Just under 
that big iron rock."  I saw the wolverine 
plainly, but no bear and after a time 
took a shot but missed.  Stevens was 
greatly excited, until they hunted the 
wolverine out & he saw how small 
he was - then he understood the joke 
Saw two cariboo - took a long shot 
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and missed but saw them join four others 
& called Stevens & George.  We gave them the 
guns & they killed two bucks much to their 
delight.  They killed the cariboo at the very 
head of the valley - under Mt McKinley - & 
just where we intended to camp - we made 
our camp between them on a sloping hill 
side.  The chances for reaching the 
summit seem now better than ever - We 
are at least 4000 feet high in the camp 
& the glacier continues to rise as it rounds 
the mountain & it now seems as if we can 
reach the high ridge we want.  Will start 
on the upward climb tomorrow morning 
so as to avoid the snowslides.  Waded 
muddy glacial streams to get here, 
& have just had a fine supper of 
cariboo & flap jacks - changed my 
socks & feel better.  No tent tonight 
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[caption:]   Lower valley – Glacier 
 
The glacier which now fills the valley is 
much smaller than the one which once 
existed.  Lateral moraine masses exist 
the full length of the valley much higher than 
the top of the present glacier - the moraine 
are formed largely of what looks like iron rock 
enough to run the Chicago Ironworks for 
centuries.  Glacier brings it down & can be 
harnessed to carry it to the flats!!! 
Sun will shine on the mountain nearly 
all night.  
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Clear.  June 19th Friday 
We were startled our of our beds last 
night { Yahko, the giant} great snow slides.  Immense 
masses of snow and ice high on the mountain 
side broke loose with the report of a cannon.  With 
{rapidly} accelerating speed they shot down the ice encrusted 
slope, gathering momentum every second - 
striking fire- electric - gathering other masses - 
striking juting point, rock, sand, snow & ice, 
& finally strike the glacier with the roar of 
a hundred great guns, cover the medial 
moraine & throw a great sheet far up on 

the opposite mountain wall.  One feels his 
insignificance in the presence of such a stupend 
ous catastrophe which he cannot control nor 
from which he could possibly escape if within 
its path.  It sent a shiver of fear down 
every back & warned us to keep clear of 
the avalanches path - & we will. 
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Sent Johnnie back to the other camp with 
the mules late this evening & we are now 
loading our packs for the climb.  It is getting 
cloudy – Two creeks coming down from 
the left side – head of Iron Valley flow a 
long ways in divide between two old lateral 
moraines.  Plenty of grub for our trip 
Clear June 20th  Saturday 
We left our camp last night at 10 oclock 
- Stevens, Webb Jeffery &  I, went southwest 
up the glacier about 5 miles, and climbed off 
at an iron mountain upon a side glacier 
which reach a high spur on the west slope 
of the mountain.  Many side glaciers high 
in small gorges, waterfalls, blue streams in 
clear {blue} ice.  Crossed many bad crevasses with 
life lines out all the time.  Wide field of soft 
snow hard traveling in consequence – sun 
rose on us at 1:30 and shone on mountain 
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top constantly.  We reached the high rocks 
above his field at 7 in the morning, having 
traveled 9 hours without rest – packs 35 lbs. 
We are in a bad place – ahead of us is a 
very sharp ridge, covered with snow & so steep 
that it seems impossible to me.  From our 
loft height – about 10000 feet – one realizes what 
an enormous glacier this great McKinly glacier is 
It reaches a narrow pass just above where 
we left it, and above that spreads out into 
an enormous glacial field reaching around 
to the south side of the mountain – it travels 
more than one half around the mountain. 
It is now half a past 2 and a thunderstorm 
threatens us from the Kantishna flats – it would 
make climbing an impossibility – as it would 
increase the volume and number of the avalanches 
- these are by the hundred & hardly a moment 
goes by without the thundrous noise of one 
tearing its way down the mountain side. 
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[map captions:] 
Camp 18th Camp 19th 
Narrows  Camp 20th 
badly broken blue ice 
Glacier 20 or 25 
miles long – Its[?] 
5 miles wide. 
not end 
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Clear June 21st  Sunday 
hazy 
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The days are so hot and the temperature 
so productive of avalanches that we have 
had to do all our work at night when the 
heat is less liable to produce slides of 
snow and glacial ice.  We left one high 
point on the mountain last night at 9. 
pm. but I was then convinced that no 
possibility existed of our overcoming the 
apparent obstacles to our higher climb 
- we were climbing on a spur as sharp as 
a house roof, rapidly rising to where it was 
nearly perpendicular – solid glare ice, 
and above it rose thousands of feet of 
glacial ice undermined and even falling 
bay reason of the hot weather & constant 
sliding out of the softer snow.  I 
had watched this constant loss of support 
all day and it was so apparent to 
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me that further effort was futile that I 
declined to go farther – to the evident relief 
of Stevens who agreed with me that no 
man could reach the summit in the 
present condition of the mountains.  It 
is ice encrusted from summit to base – 
- in most places glaciers exist in every 
small niche, and they are so undermin 
=ed now by the constant warm west winds 
of two or three days past – that hundreds 
of slides are coming down in every 
direction – every moment the swish 
of a snow avalanche, or the thunder 
of a glacial ice slide is heard.  Even 
the smallest would be fatal to our 
whole party in the position we occupied – 
they were then in motion ahead, and 
I ordered a retreat to our camp. 
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I offered to remain in camp & let any 
or all of the others make an effort, if 
they desired, but each personally declined 
to take any further risk.  In the condition 
of the mountain an attempt in another 
quarter would be equally as dangerous 
so we abandoned the whole effort to 
reach the summit.  We returned to our 
former camp – from which we started 
Friday night & will go back to the 
lower camp today.  Will continue to 
examine the streams & glaciers for 
geographical information. 
     Had a sleep – from 5 am. until 
noon & went back to lower camp 
at lower end of old moraine.  Passed 
band of cariboo & took photographs 
at close range owing to their curiosity 
(describe action) 
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june22 Hazy. 
     Left camp with all hands & mules 
loaded for home, down the wide bars 
of  McKinley River. 
[captions:] Jeffery Creek   Stevens Creek   
 McKinley River   Spruce forest 
 
Glacial valley is a splendid study. 
It is filling with rock & sand and encro 
aching upon hill of forest.  Wide rocky 
valley, - often high in middle – bars 
rock – sand and gravel.  Very fine 
timber grows between McKinley river 
& the forks.  Am about tired out 

Diary 6,  1903 
june23a 

Variable. June 23.    Tuesday 
About 5 miles below the junction of 
McKinly & Jeffery the combined waters 
break through a long gorge at the 
south end of the Chitsiah hills - the 
general trend of the stream being 
west & then northwest.  Saw a big 
eagle & Eagle nest on a rocky crag & 
named the gorge "Eagle Gorge" 
From Mt McKinly to junction = 15 mi 
"      Junction to Eagle Gorge -     5   " 
Camped on a bar in lower gorge - amid 
clouds of damed musquitoes - 
Traveled 20 miles yesterday and 
expect to get timber for a raft 
today.  Plenty of timber all way down 
but water too swift & stream 
too rocky   Will be out of Gorge today 
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Saw fine Eagles nest just after 
we left camp – George & Stevens 
climbed up to it & found two young 
eagles & an egg.  A mile farther on 
a big moose cow & calf came out 
on the bar near us and in spite of 
my protests McLeod shot the cow. 
It was a brutal waste of a big fine 
animal by a man who ought to value 
them – for he lives on them from year to year 
It will be wasted – and was a wanton 
exhibition of his brutal savage nature. 
     Went on down the “Gorge” two or three 
miles & camped determined to build a raft 
& go down the river from this point that way. 
We are at the lower end of the Gorge & can 
see the wide sand bars on the flats. 
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Clear. June 24th Wednesday 
Rained last night & the mesquitoes 
were simply hell!!  They nearly drove 
us crazy & we will be glad to get our 
raft done.  Have got out all the logs 
today & will get away tomorrow. 
Nothing today but hard work - and 
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musquitoes! 
Clear June 25th Thursday. 
Finished our work today on raft and 
later this evening started - I was not 
willing to trust myself & things on the 
raft & went with George & the mules - & 
let Webb, Stevens & Johnnie take 
the raft down - they were wrecked at 
the first point of rocks - and lost Webb 
gun - all of our dishes - bed clothes &c 
The two axes - auger & Johnnies gun 
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had been tied on & were saved.  John 
& Stevens jumped & swam while Webb 
went on under the ledge & down through 
the rapids with the raft.  We are now 
camped a mile below – below the 
rapids & hills, too, I hope – and have 
the raft tied to the bank.  Every pin 
is broken & she is held together only 
by the ropes.  None of my things are 
lost except overall waist.  Stevens 
arrogance has rcd. somewhat of a 
setback – but is so supreme that 
nothing can quite dampen it.  George 
has entirely abandoned all idea of local 
ty to me and has become his most sycophantic 
waiter &c.  It is all owing to a “bull con” 
story idea that Stevens has suggested to George 
that in a year they start on a journey 
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around the world {on bicycles} 
 for a newspaper at a 
big salary, and that during the circum 
-perambulation they take photos of all 
remarkable places, and upon their return 
they start a studio in N.Y. and live hap 
=pily ever afterward!  George is thoroughly 
infatuated with Stevens & his scheme, and 
it is amusing, though disappointing to me 
to watch his abject slavery to Stevens. 
McLeod was nearly hysterical after the 
wreck - laughter & crying - he lost all 
his little belongings except his gun - 
and this seemed a ray of sunshine to him 
for without it he is lost - but with it 
never.  He sleeps with it - never allows 
it beyond reach of his hand, and is now 
cleaning and talking to it.  Stevens 
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openly criticises Webb for the 
disaster - and boasted of his skill 
& nerve until I was forced to call him 
down & told him that his nerve was 
wholly in his mouth.  We will take 
a new start in the morning - Stevens 
George & John in the raft - Webb & I 
with the mules & try & reach the Kantish 
-na that way - then fix the raft & put 

the mules on & go down it on the raft 
It cannot be more than 40 or 50 mi 
down to the Kantishna - possibly more. 
The disaster robbed us of all our blanket 
except one - which was under the saddle 
- but as it is double we can cut it.  We 
will use the Horse blanket for two 
Webb & John and theirs get along. 
But all the dishes are lost - so that 
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we can neither make tea nor 
coffee, - nor bread except on a stick 
- after the Indian style. 
[captions:] 
Glacier 
Camp June 23, 
              "   24, 
              "   25. 
Eagle Gorge 
Camp June 25th 
 
Clear June 26th Friday 
Went down river about 15 miles  & 
found Stevens, Jeffery & McLeod with 
raft & passed night with them.  McL. 
refuses to go further on raft & Webb will 
go with raft tomorrow & McL. with me 
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& mules.  Found my rabbit skin 
robe in river on a bar & am drying it 
out.  Brush very bad for horses & mus 
=quito s terrible.  Cold on bar tonight 
& no musquitos – Waded channels of 
wide spread river today a dozen times. 
Clear June 27th  Saturday 
McLeod & I left with mules & packs 
or such as is left.  Our provisions all 
gone except small quantity of flour 
- about 2 days supply.  Bar 
good below today & walking 
fair – swam and waded glacial 
channels a dozen times.  River 
yet wandering over sandbars 
through several channels.  Raft 
opposite to us at 3 oclock 
We saw the great boulder at the head of 
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this river which only the glacier could 
move, farther on great boulders which 
the river could move, then smaller and 
smaller – this side of Eagle Gorge they 
were smaller – then gravel, and now we 
are where the glacial stream is beginning 
to deposit its finer silt and are constantly 
in quicksand.  Both mules were down 
in deep quicksand once today & I thought 
they were both lost – but by putting timbers 
under them as they floundered we got 
them out.  Came about 20 miles today. 
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The McKinley river is now in pretty 
well defined banks and we hope to 
reach the Kantishna tomorrow.  The 
boys came through with the raft & luckily 
we came together & are camped all 
together on a bar.  River now running 
due north. 
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[captions:] Camp June 28. 
Eagle Gorge Camp June 27. 
Old sand bar channel   McKinley Riv. Flats. 
20 mi. 15 mi.  Camp June 26. 
 
     wide sandbar – mile or more – cut by 
numerous channels.  A mile above our 
camp of 27th the river formerly cut- 
across country to the right & north of the 
present channel.  Our camp last night 
is near this old channel & McLeod & I will 
follow it with the horses.  Our flour 
is going fast.  McLeod killed a goose last 
night which gave us supper & is now 
out examining some rabbit snares for 
breakfast – if.  Since losing the pots 
frying pans, &c in the wreck we have 
had to cook “bannacks” in Indian 

Diary 6,  1903 
june27d 

fashion:  Mix the flour and 
water in the sack – make your ball 
of dough – pat it out and spread 
it on a flat stone set before the 
fire – Turn as it browns – there 
is your Indian made bannack 
We drink nothing but glacial water 
- lying flat on our stomachs. 
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Clear June 28th  Sunday 
     Remained in camp until 2 oclock 
assisting in preparing new “sweeps” 
for those lost in wreck.  Came about 
10 miles & are camped on a bar with 
strong wind blowing – hope for a night 
free from mesquitos, which trouble 
us greatly.  Shot two geese & a rabbit. 
The three men on the raft have gone 
on to the mouth {junction} of the Kantishna & we 
are to meet them there.  McLeod gave 
an exhibition of his cunning in killing 
rabbits:  He saw one run ahead of us 
into the bushes, and giving me the leading 
rope to hold he went 50 feet ahead & 
placing the back of his hand to his 
mouth made a kissing sound for 
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a minute, when here came the 
rabbit on the jump toward him. 
The shot was easy.  He also brought 
a young rabbit to his hand and caught 
him.  This evening just at camping 
time I saw a big moose standing broad 

side to us on a sand bar.  –McLeod wanted 
to shoot – but after 6 or 8  fair but long 
shots failed to kill – he hit it the 
last shot but it got away.  For 
lunch this afternoon we had rabbit 
roasted – and nothing else – even 
without salt.  River running north 
& as placid as the Kantishna – The 
bars and sands are getting more solid 
& there is less danger of quicksand. 
Hope we can reach Kantishana tomorrow, 
for we have but a few pounds of flour 
left. 
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Clear June 29th  Monday 
We are in the finest moose 
country in the world!  We camped 
on the bar where the big bull moose 
crossed last night & while we are 
now eating our breakfast a big 
moose cow and two calves are 
walking parallel to us on the 
bar the other side of the river – 200 
yards away and in plain sight. 
It is a great pleasure to see the calves 
frisk & play & suckle and rush 
along like innocent lambs. 
We got up at 6 oclock & will 
start early – John cooked a 
goose – spitted & roasted it fine 
A well marked Indian trail for 
a time last night helped us 
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along fine & we followed it two or 
three miles today.  Ab Started from 
camp about 8 oclock & from the 
shape of the hills ahead judged 
that we could strike the Kantishna 
about noon – but alas! we were 
disappointed for we passed the hills 
& no Kantishna appeared.  We were 
much dejected for the interminable 
mazes of the thickets of brush were 
hard on our bodies & it seemed as 
if we must travel on 20 miles more 
to catch the raft.  We started on 
but while eating our lunch at noon 
discovered a big fire a few miles ahead 
& were soon after met by Webb 
looking for us – We found them 
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landed and were correspondingly 
happy – except about the food 
question – all the flour was gone 
except what we had & that would 
only do for two meals.  While we 
were talking our situation over 
Webb discovered a bull moose on 
the other bank coming into the river 
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& taking my gun ran up the bank 
toward him and with a few lucky 
shots killed him – We are now 
in food – meat only – until we get 
home.  River here running N.E. 
We now learn that a large stream 
joined the McKinley at the big bend 
which we crossed before meeting Webb 
& the boys think it the Kantishna 
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Clear June 30th  Tuesday 
Remained in camp all day 
working on the raft – Johnnie 
is making an Indian canoe 
out of spruce bark.  Flour 
all gone & we are living on moose 
meat straight. 
Clear July 1st Wednesday 
Raft is now ready to go and Mc 
Leods canoe is done and we start 
on our trip in an hour.  Webb 
saw a moose just across from 
camp last night. 
     A grand, glorious & lazy day. 
Drifted 25 miles or more, easy. 
Saw a big cow moose on a bar 
this afternoon.  River running 
east & north.  No creeks yet 
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Cloudy  July 2nd     Thursday 
Ran 10 hours - 30 miles 
without mishap - no sign 
of Indian encampment & 
we camp on bar tonight.  We 
are now out of flour for four  
days - moose meat straight 
& every body very tired of it. 
[captions:] McKinly  Kantishna Riv 
 
 River runs pretty near 
east now, and Chitsiah bears 
due S.E. from this camp.  Another 
violent quarrel between Stevens & 
Webb - in which latter called S  
a son of a bitch & other names, 
and offered to fight but S  would 
not, out of consideration of my 
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presence. 
Cloudy    July 3rd   Friday 
We felt pretty certain that we were 
near our last encampment with the 
Indians on going in - and we reached there 
about 2 oclock and found McLeod 
there - he having bone ahead in this canoe 
& brought out our boat, flour and beans. 
Luckily, also, he found an old tin bucket 
and we landed and for the first time in 4 
days made bannacks and also cooked 

some beans in the bucket.  After a big 
feed, we went on determined to push out 
as fast as the current would carry us. 
Mules behave well, - they march on and off 
the raft for feed &c. with as much sense 
as a person.  We are rejoiced to know 
now, where we are and at our better con 
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dition.  Determined to run the raft 
all night.  With George at the front 
oar and I at the stem oar, two hours, 
and Stevens at front and Webb at stern 
two hours we alternated all night, only 
stopping at midnight to cook & rest 
an hour.  Geese - brant, ducks 
myriads of wild fowl - and the woods 
vocal with song birds &c 
Clear.  July 4th.     Saturday 
The glorious 4th.  We ran all night 
passing our second encampment with 
the Indians and latter this morning the 
mouth of the Totlat river.  We are 
now camped for noon hour to let mules 
- and ourselves feed.  Between 3 and 5 
my watch, this morning it was glorious - 
birdsong every hour of the night. 
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Ran till 9 oclock and camped for 
the night.  Passed the point where the 
"Tanana Chief" landed us at 1:30 today. 
No Indians there - all gone down river. 
Cloudy.       July 5th. Sunday 
I have not stated the reason why I took 
my gun and ammunition with me and 
John McLeod, instead of permitting the 
three men on the raft to take it to the junction 
of McKinley & Kantishna on the 28th. 
Before they left us Stevens told McLeod 
that they would not wait long for us - that 
provisions were about gone and that they 
would only wait 2 days and a half and 
then go on with the raft and leave us - 
McLeod repeated this to me and upon inquiry 
Stevens & George both said the same to me. 
This so frightened McLeod that he would 
not let then have his 44 gun nor the 
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big axe, and he advised me not to let them 
keep my gun saying that he believed they 
intended to desert us earlier and that 
we must have my gun at least and the 
big axe to get out at all.  I realized 
that if they did desert us, or putting 
it even more liberally, if we were unable 
for any reason to find them at the mouth 
of the Kantishna, we would be 150 miles in 
the brush and wilderness with no boat or 
raft and no means of making one, with 
the mules, & as McLeod had but half a 
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dozen shells (and they spoiled) for his 44 
he insisted, and I agreed, that I ought 
to keep my 30-40 and ammunition 
as without it the men on the raft could 
drift in two or three days at most to 
our cache at the last Indian encampment 
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while it might take this us weeks to get out 
with the mules – Then, too, I felt they 
would be more careful and certain to wait 
if we kept the guns – so we did, and 
even so proved that we did right in 
doing so ↓ 
     Started from our camp at 6:15 in 
morning, and hope to get to Baker Creek 
on the Tanana tonight.  No Indians 
any where on the river now – all out 
to Weare and Rampart. 
     ↓ for they informed me plainly, when 
we found them below the mouth of the 
Kantishna that they had intend to wait 
only 10 hours – or 8 hours after we 
found them, before leaving us.  As 
we had not been gone from them but 24 
hours it proved McLeods surmise 
to be correct – I hate a deserter!! 
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Reached the mouth of the Kantishna 
and passed into the Tanana at 
3:30 this afternoon.  The 
Tanana is as large as the Ohio, 
and is not so yellow with glacial 
mud as the Kantishna – about the 
same as the Yukon.  Its Bluffs 
are round, set back from the river 
but a short distance on the north 
but the valley is very wide to the south. 
The valley and bluffs are covered with 
a forest of spruce, birch, cottonwood 
alder, &c.  The whole country is just now 
on fire – a vast destruction of a 
rich harvest of timber.  We reached 
Belt & Hendricks trading post at 
the mouth of Baker Creek at 11 p.m. 
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having been on the raft since 6:15 
this morning without stopping to rest 
or cook.  Unloaded the mules & got the 
clerk up at store, bought 12.50 worth 
of provisions & went to a cabin 
where there was a stove & went to 
cooking.  We have been starving 
for 8 days – four days on moose 
meat, straight, without salt, and 
the last four days on flour and beans 
straight, without meat or salt, and 
canned peaches, fresh fish, coffee 
with canned cream, &c. seems too 
good almost.  After a big feed we 

will sleep.  Will leave the mules 
here to go up river on boat, while we 
will walk across to Rampart – 50 
miles across country. 
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Clear July 6th.  Monday 
After a big feed, and “smudging” the 
cabin the clear the musqutos out – at 1 oclock 
we went to bed, but at 2:30 a steamer 
whistled & we all turned out to find 
it the “North Star”, a small steamer on 
her way to Chena & Fairbanks.  Mr. 
Belt of H. & B. came in on her.  We 
had no more sleep – Webb ran a fine 
pike – 19 ½ Lbs. into a net & we had 
a big peice of it for breakfast.  Made 
an arrangement with Belt to take the 
mules up to Chena (with McLeod also)- 
and at 11 oclock a.m. left Baker Creek 
for Glen Gulch.  Had settlement with 
McLeod, but could not with H. &.B. 
because the bill from Chena was so 

Diary 6,  1903 
july06band07a 

different from my agreement with Hend- 
=ricks.  Belt agreed to submit the 
matter to them & then to me later. 
     Baker Creek valley is a beautiful one 
- grass to our shoulders - fine land. 
Reached Glen Gulch mines for supper 
 - 20 miles by telegraph - but 25 
by trail.  Took supper with Belsea 
and Beardsley of Eagle Min. Co. 
but slept over at Frank Stevens cabin 
& had breakfast with him.       ↓ Two fine 
 July 7th 
good meals & a good bed.  Stevens 
made agreement with me to get up 
and start at 6 oclock, but failed 
to come.  Webb showed up at 8 
and we started for Rampart - 30  
miles away - Dinner at the 
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"106 Minook Road House" and 
a good hours rest at "72".  I 
left the boys there resting and started 
for Rampart - walked the 15 
miles - over the worst roads in 
the world - in just 5 hours - 3 mi. 
per hour - reached Rampart at 
9 p.m. - passed the cabin where 
Debbie sat at the window waiting 
for me & she did not recognize 
my whiskers.  Had bath - shower 
& sent for clean clothes &c 
Found Debbie nicely housed in 
good clean cabin - nicely furnished 
& well provided.  The other boys got 
in about 1 oclock & spent rest of 
the night cleaning up - Rained 
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all day. 
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 -July 8th- 
    After nights rest examined 
mail - looked after office - got 
Webb a place as guard - heard 
an application to sue Green -  
Comr. &c & went to Miss Alaska 
Youngs musical in evening. 
Everything all right apparently - 
Gave Dr.Hall photographs to 
develope. 
 July 9th 
Found that Heilig had not received 
my Nome docket until recently and 
had not furnished West Pub. Co. 
the necessary data to complete my First 
Alaska Rep - spent the day in doing  
it. 
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 -July 10th- 
George does not come to office yet, 
and I am answering my correspondence 
by hand.  Complaint has been 
made against Heilig - that he charges 
people for preparing applications for 
licenses and accepts retainers secretly 
as counselor.  Have this day adopted 
new rules of court to cure the evil & 
wrote him a sharp criticism - Also 
informed him that he must go back to 
Eagle after his term - and could not 
go to Valdez - via St. Micheal and 
Bristol Bay.  He seems to realize at 
last that he is only clerk.  Dribelbis, 
Dep. U. S. Marshal, in charge of repairs on 
courthouse also complained, justly, 
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that Heilig interfered with his efforts by 
personally employing men to do work 
&c.  Called Heilig in before Dribelbis & 
plainly stated the case and told him to 
attend to his own business and let 
the repair of the public buildings alone. 
Complaints from Atty General and Hender 
-son about Whittlesey - gambling 
& overcharging.  Am afraid made a 
mistake in his appointment. 
 July 11th  
Working every day in office getting 
things ready for court.  No boats 
from Fairbanks or Eagle yet - but 
"Powers" expected daily.  George & 
Stevens loafing.  Webb was sent 
out as special deputy yesterday 
to secure jurors & witnesses. 
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 -July 12th-  
McLeod turned up today - says 
the "Seattle No 3." passed Baker Creek 

going up to Fairbanks without stopping 
so he came over here - gave him $20.00 
on account.  "Powers" in from up 
river.  Claypool & family, Bishop 
Rowe, & the mail came. The 
"Sarah" & other boats reported by 
telegraph as coming between Tanana 
& Rampart.  Debbie has another 
chill & not so well.  Have rcd. 
photographic plates {McKinley trip} 
from Dr. Hall 
= $20 for development.  Some 
of them are good, but many bad 
& all show want of artistic skill 
in taking them. 
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 July 13th- 
"Sarah" "Healy" & "Kerr" 
are in from down river.  We now 
have some fresh meat, &c.  Mrs. 
Dr. Rininger on "Sarah".  Nothing 
of importance.  When I got home 
I found Mrs. W  living in a nice 
clean well-furnished cabin which 
Dribelbis had got for her.  We can 
live there during term of court, when 
she & Mrs. Harlan will go back up 
river and outside.  Houses have 
been obtained for Perry, Harlan &c. 
We are fixing courthouse up & 
painting it inside. Expect a 
long hard term of court.  The 
"Sarah" at levee all day - left in 
the evening up river.  Settled with 

Diary 6,  1903 
july13band14a 

John McLeod & paid him $80.00 
balance in full todate, also settled 
with Heilig & paid him 66$637.60 
in full of amount advanced at Valdez 
& by Mrs. H  at Eagle.  Wrote to 
George T. Reid to pay Buckley land 
money on my Indian reservation 
land purchase.  Webb came in 
from Glen gulch tonight & Jessen 
is in from Eagle - he came down in 
small boat. 
 -July 14th- 
Stevens was just in very politely 
requesting a single copy of Mt. McKinley 
picture which I politely but positively 
refused.  He recognizes that a publication 
of his magazine article with such a 
picture would spoil my use of it. 
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and not withstanding he went at my 
expense, and at his own request, & that 
I paid everything & furnished everything 
he has the "nerve" to seek to destroy 
all my values.  George is standing 
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with him & acting just as he did with 
Sawyer - as his hypnotic slave - 
I intend to discharge George at the end 
of this term of court - I cannot longer 
trust him - and he is even more incom 
-petent than ever - I ought to have 
discharged him in January when I 
brought Geoghegan to Valdez - 
     Have just just instructed Heilig 
to prepare an order of court instructing 
him to pay those fixes salaries like 
clerks, deputies, official stenographer 
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janitor & rent monthly without wait 
=ing for an order - but not to pay 
expenses or any other sum of any 
kind without first having an order 
to do so.    Made and filed notices 
of location of placer mines on 
Chitsiah Creek - for myself on 
Discovery,  Debbie on No 4. above 
and Darrell No 5. below, fee $6.90 
 -July 15th- 
Abe Spring is just in from Fairbanks 
- reports things good but quiet - thinks 
the mines are all right but "boom" busted. 
Hess and others at Tanana.  Took 
dinner with Dr & Mrs Hedger 
- Claypools & Heilig also present. 
Heilig is going back to Eagle pleasantly. 
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 -July 16th- 
Signing orders in license matters. 
Getting ready for court on Monday. 
 -July 17th- 
"Isom" reported coming up river and 
will be here about Tuesday.  Dep Mar 
=shal Dribelbis brought Joe. Anisich 
in to talk over his kick against officials 
- convinced him that he ought to support 
law & order.  Dribelbis goes to Tanana 
tonight in Peterborough boat with Webb 
for prisoners.  Webb seems to be 
"placed" with the marshal as a guard. 
"AB" dance tonight but we cannot 
go on account of Mrs. W  health. 
Have finished reading "Daniel of 
the Blessed Isles" - its poor! 
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 -July 18th- 
Signing orders for licenses and working 
on court work generally.  Good many 
items from Nushagak - will take 
them up there. 
 July 19. 
Rained hard last night but clear 
and sunny today.  Courthouse 
clean, newly painted & ready for court. 
"Forum" - Wingates paper criticising 

"court officials" for permitting gambling 
- and dance hall - none here yet but 
he says its coming & begins criticism 
in advance.  Nome papers give full 
report of Grand Jury denouncing 
Marshal & Dist. Attorney, & up 
-holding Judge Moore.  Str. "Isom" 
came into port at midnight & went on up 
the river - Went to Church - Pres:  Koonce 
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 July 20th 
Was awakened early this morning by the 
arrival of the "Jeff. C. Davis" with the 
Senate Com. on Territories on board -  
They are to remain here a few days to 
take statements of people in the matter 
of needful legislation for Alaska.  The 
party comprises:  Senator Dillingham 
of Vermont, Senator Burnham of 
New Hampshire, Senator Knut Nelson 
of Minnesota and Senator Patterson 
of Colorado.  With them is Sargeant 
at Arms {Colonel} Ramsdell of the Senate, 
Mr. Brill. of the McRea Scripps Associated Press, 
John McLane, Ed. of the Minneapolis Journal 
Dr. Wilcox, of the Surgeon Genls staff 
U.S.A. & secrataries &c. 
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Called court at 11 oclock, impanelled 
the grand jury, instructed them - 20 members 
Senatorial party all present during the 
examination and empanelling of grand 
jury - Gave Committee my front room 
in courthouse - rear room just done 
Courthouse new, clean & looks fine. 
Met Senator. Burnham first and then 
Dillingham.  They are now holding a 
session of the Committee in their room and 
McKenzie is making a statement of 
{the needs of} 
the Koyukuk country - they will hear others 
as rapidly as convenient.  I am personally 
pleased with remarks made to me by Sen 
=ators Dillingham and Nelson - about my 
official life in Alaska.  Dillingham 
spoke to me about the kind things that 
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people have said since he entered 
Alaska in support of my administration 
and expressed himself as highly pleased. 
Senator Nelson also said to me that he 
had tried to keep me at Nome, and compli 
=mented me on my work there, and said that 
I ought to have been allowed to remain. 
Dillingham also spoke of the same matter 
and expressed regret that I had not been 
left there.  Senator Patterson is 
sick and so far unable to appear in 
public.  They brought word down from 
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Eagle that Mrs. Harlan is very sick & 
the "Davis" is instructed to take him back 
- she is very sick - I hope she may live 
until he gets there.  Adjourned court 
for the afternoon & aided him to settle 
the Struthers-Belsea case & also the 
Roden case.  All were compromised 

Diary 6,  1903 
july20d 

and dismissed.  The N.A. T. & T. 
people are giving a dinner to the Senate 
Com. tonight at 7 oclock. - 
      Received a letter from Adam Johnson 
in Seattle dated     saying that Judge 
Moore had just left there for Oyster Bay, 
R. I. to lay the Richards matter before the 
President, and if Richards was not removed 
he intended to resign!!  Verily hell doth 
reign at Nome!  I am surprised that 
a convicted thief can defy court and public 
opinion and hold an office so long! 
      Was a guest at a dinner tonight tender 
=ed to the Senatorial Committee by Duncan 
of the A.C. Co. and Kelterer of the N.A.T. & T. Co. 
Presided at request of hosts and sat at 
head of the table - to my right sat Senators 
Dillingham & Burnham & host Duncan 
To my left Senators Nelson & Patterson 
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& host Kitterer.  Other guests below 
on either side of the table.  Beside the 
Senatorial party there were myself, Duncan 
Kitterer, Comr's. Green, Claypool & 
McKenzie, and Heilig.  No speeches, 
but pleasant conversation & a most 
enjoyable dinner - at Rampart restaurant. 
 -July 21st - 
Steamer "Lavelle Young" passed up 
river last night.  Called assignment 
docket this morning & motion docket. 
There is but little business - civil - for this 
term.  During the morning hour of 
court one Frank D. Wells, who formerly 
resided in Eagle, arose & asked leave 
to present affidavits to the court & 
I replied by asking him to file his 
affidavits with the clerk & that I 
would read them.  They proved 
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to be there in number - one 
by an Indian woman asking for 
the disbarment of Comr. J. L. Green 
for failing to bring a divorce case for 
her after she had paid him $35.00 
another by John Morgan, saloon keeper 
alleging that he had paid Green $8.75 
under suspicious circumstances & the 
3rd by Wells accusing Green of many 
shortcomings but stating no facts.  I 
have talked the matter over with Hess & 

find that it is almost impossible to 
get a satisfactory committee of the bar & 
have about concluded to refer it to the 
grand jury. 
 -July 22nd - 
Mrs. Wickersham was delighted 
yesterday evening to receive a call 
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at our cabin from the Senatorial 
party, consisting of Senator W. P. 
Dillingham, of Vermont, Senator H. E. 
Burnham, of New Hampshire, Sen 
=ator Knut Nelson of Minnesota 
and Senator E. M. Patterson of 
Colorado:  Sargeant at Arms of the 
Senate Col. Ramsdell, Lt. Andrews, 
of the army, Dr. Willcoxen, U.SA 
Mr. John McLane {McLain}, Ed. Minneapolis Jour 
=nal & Mr.        Brill, of the Associated 
Press, {& Lt. Andrews - U.S.A.} 
Mrs. Claypool had been invited 
over to asist in entertaining them and 
we had a very pleasant hour, dis 
cussing pioneer life in Alaska. 
      At the opening of court this 
morning, also, a very interesting incident 
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occurred, viz. the admission to the bar of 
this district of the four United States 
Senators.  Col. Claypool had been 
requested to move their admission which 
he did with a nice reference to the fact that 
he was the first attorney admitted on 
the Yukon.  I then requested them 
to stand and administered the oath 
to support the Constitution and laws 
whereupon I made the orders admitting 
them. - Four great lawyers and leaders 
of the nation - probably no territorial 
{Judge} has ever had so pleasant a duty to 
perform in which so many distinguished 
men became members of a territorial 
court at the same moment. 
      Immediately upon admitting 
the Senators I gave the grand jury 
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a special charge on the affidavits of 
Wells, filed in court yesterday, against 
Comr. Green.  I advised them strongly 
that these charges were either - true or 
false.   If true Green ought to be 
indicted and removed from office, if 
false Wells ought to be indicted for either 
slander or perjury.  I instructed them 
to go into the examination at once, and 
protect their community from a corrupt 
official, or their local court from the 
false and malicious attacks of a 
slanderer.  It was a dramatic scene 

 - 20 - - 20 - 

 - 20 - 



Alaska State Library – Historical Collections   Diary of James Wickersham 
MS 107 Diary 6   May 16?, 2003 through September 17, 2003 

-quiet- and impressive with four 
U.S. Senators listening at every word 
to determine if I - myself - was fair 
to both parties.  They commented very 
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favorably afterward upon the facts, 
and I am satisfied.  Grand Jury  is 
now at work on the evidence. 
     Senate Committee examined me today 
on needs of legislation in Alaska. 
I urged, 1st Election of 2 delegates 
- one for S.E. Alaska, and one for 
all north & 2nd The building of 
main trunk roads with funds 
derived from licenses outside of incor 
=porated towns.  Arctic Brotherhood 
gave a "smoker" tonight to the Senatorial 
party - Claypool presided - in his 
happiest manner. 
 -July 23- 
The whole Senatorial party concluded 
to join the Arctic Brotherhood and on 
account of their near departure the 
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lodge met at noon today and initiated 
them - Brill was chosen as the "victim" 
Together with them Jack Belsea, Beardsley 
and House of the Glen Gulch miners 
also joined.  Belsea was "accused" 
After initiation the Arctic Chief rec 
=ognized me and I made a few remarks - 
That Rampart lodge of A.B. is the most 
northerly lodge - fraternal organization upon 
American Territory, - U.S. Senators and 
miners have met in common brotherhood 
upon its floor - 4 Arctic Brothers to 
represent the interest of the Alaskan 
miner in the Senate of the U.S. &c.  That 
Theodore Roosevelt, Pres, &c. recently 
expressed a desire to become a real 
active member of some Alaska lodge 
of Arctic Brothers - and then moved. 
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that a transcript of the initiation of the 
distinguished party &c be transmitted to 
Theodore Roosevelt, Pres. &c with an invitation 
to him to join Rampart Camp No 15. Arctic 
Brotherhood:  The motion prevailed with 
much enthusiasm.  Afterward all the 
members of the Order gathered on the front 
steps of the cabin & were photographed. 
The government steamer "Gen Van Vliet" 
arrived at 2 oclock to take the Senatorial 
party down the river - All the A.B’s gave 
them a rousing "Send Off"  The party was 
much pleased - their stay here was val 
=uable in every way and they left highly 
pleased - members of the bar of the district 
and of the Arctic Brotherhood.  Senators Nelson 

and Dillingham were especially kind in their 
expressions of confidence toward me and 
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publicly and voluntarily promised to give 
me their personal aid and support in 
Washington.      Not much in court 
yet.   The Marshal, Collector of Customs 
Jarvis, prisoners, witnesses &c. from 
Eagle have not yet come and may not 
for a week.   Senators saw & appreciate 
fully the failure of transportation facillities 
here. 
 -July 24th- 
No indictments yet.  - . Harlans 
sudden departure left court business 
in a bad way.  Steamers "Leah" 
with a barge, & "Rock Island" also 
with barge came in this evening on 
their way upriver.  Met Captain 
LeBalister of the "Rock Island" who 
is a pleasant gentleman. 
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 July 25th 
Dr Hall left last night for Fairbanks 
- gave me handsome picture - photo of 
A.B. gathering with Senators. Grand Jury 
returned their indictments this morning 
We heard last night from a man who 
came down the Yukon in a small boat 
that the "Sarah" is off the bar and on 
her way to Dawson, and may be down 
about the middle of next week. 
 July 26th 
 -Sunday- 
Latest report from "Sarah" is that she 
is still on bar.  The court is 
seriously retarded in its business, for 
the U.S. Mar. & witnesses & prisoners in the 
most important cases are not yet here. 
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 -July 27th- 
Trial of Fissell v Klondike Estates Co. 
Hung jury. 
 July 28th 
Trial Nelson & Risdon v Massey 
- all day before jury.  Capt. Jarvis 
Comr. Graff, from Forty Mile, the mail, 
& two or three men came in this afternoon 
in a small boat, & report that "Sarah" 
will be in tomorrow. 
 -July 29th- 
"Sarah" came in this morning at 6 a.m 
Judge Moore & family were aboard & had 
one hours visit with him.  He was in 
Washington but met with rather a cold 
reception and his report seems to indicate 
that neither Richards nor Grigsby will 
be removed.  I learned from him 
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Forrest - Richards chief deputy & 
the smoothest and most brutal scoundrel 
of the lot.  But with Grigsby to prosecute 
- Well, its a bad lot & the President is 
playing politics and dare not remove 
them!  he must have North Dakota & 
McKenzie & the Dakota senators are 
holding him up hard.  / Judge & Mrs 
Harlan & Ed also came on "Sarah".  Also 
met Senator Dietrich, of Nebraska, 
going to Nome.  James D. Hoge, of Seattle, 
Kittinger, McGraws partner & others. 
McGowan, Perry & witnesses, &c. all 
arrived & court may now proceed. 
 -August 1st - 
Engaged all week in trials of criminal 
cases.  Wm A Bigelow & Wm D. McCarty. 
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tried & convicted of robbery, & two or 
three smaller fellows pleaded guilty. 
Work going well & grand jury now at 
work also.  Will probably get through 
by 15th of Aug.  Have called court 
at Bristol Bay for September 1st 
The revenue cutter "Rush" will meet 
us at St. Micheal instead of "Perry" 
     Sent to Billy Robinson, Fairbanks 
$50 & Scott $25. for rent of mules 
by Edgar Wickersham, Dep. Mar. 
Paid G. C. Belt, this day $40.00 for 
freight on two mules from Baker Creek 
to Chena, & $100 on account 
of grub for Mt McKinley trip. 
He agreed to get account for supplies 
settled as agreed upon between Hendricks 
& me at Chena.  
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 -Aug 2nd - 
Went out with Stoel & Dr. Hedges to 
see the first hydraulic plant ever set to 
work on the Yukon - on Hunter Creek, 
- a tributary of the Minook Creek.  It was 
a fine day and Eleven of us went on 
horseback - had dinner out there, & 
were much interested in the work of the giant 
nozzle.  The water is brought on the upper 
part of the claims by a flume - run into a 
big tank - 75 feet above the paystreak 
or bed rock, & piped down & it does the 
work of a hundred men.  It will run  
night and day for four months or more - 
=equal to eight months, and the system 
will revolutionize mining in this region. 
Cap. Jarvis, Idleman, Stoel, Kitterer, 
Dr. Hedges, Brady, Wingate, &c. 

Diary 6,  1903 
august03and08a 

 -Aug. 3rd - 
Trial U.S. v. Smith.  Larceny - Not guilty. 
Genl. Funston reached here on "Davis" 

& remained an hour.  Called & paid 
respects. "Capt." Mayo, an old "Sour- 
Dough" passed a pleasant hour talking 
with the General about their friendship 
ten years ago at "Forty Mile" when 
Funston was {making} a special trip down the 
river in a canoe gathering specimens 
of bugs for one of the departments.  Verily 
the volunteer soldier has a chance in 
this land of the free & home of the brave! 
 -Aug 8th - 
A week of hard court work.  For the 
past two days have worked on the case 
of U.S. v. Idleman, defaulting Dep. Collector 
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of customs from Forty Mile.  Jury 
trial two days and jury out all last night 
but failed to agree & discharged this morning 
This was Capt. Jarvis case & the accused 
seems to be guilty, - but told a plausible 
story - & jury seemed to have a doubt. 
Sentenced McCarty & Bigelow today for 
robbery - McCarty to ten years & Bigelow 
to 15 years. - Bigelow used the gun. 
 -Aug 10th- 
Mr & Mrs Harlan & Ed, Mrs W. & I, 
Dr & Mrs Hedges took dinner with Mrs 
Garrett yesterday - Prepared my opinion 
in Habeas Corpus of Burkal involving 
the question of whether a dog is the 
subject of larceny in Alaska - held 
that it is.  Saturday & today trying 
case of U.S. v. Minnis, larceny.  
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 -Aug 11th- 
"Sarah" came in today & Mrs. Wick 
=ersham & Mrs Harlan went up the 
river home.  Trials about done 
juries dismissed & will finish tomorrow. 
Discharged George A. Jeffery, to take 
effect Aug 31st.  "Sarah" went 
out at midnight.  Orders today incorporating 
Fairbanks Chena and Rampart 
 -Aug. 12th - 
The "Hermann" came in early this 
morning and will wait until we finish 
the business of the court & we will all 
go down river on her.  Packing up 
& closing up all small matters. 
Paid Claypool in full - $125. yesterday. 
Order creating Fairbanks Min. District. 
Good news from my Fairbanks Mines. 
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Tried two or three remaining cases 
& left Rampart at 4 p.m. for St 
Micheal.  Mr. Harlan & Ed, 
Marshal Perry & wife, George 
Drebelbis, & two or three guards, 
one of whom is George A. Jeffery - 
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go with us to St Michal on their 
way outside with prisoners. 
 -Aug. 13th- 
The officers of the Herman - Captain 
Malmquist, whom I met on the "Alice" 
two years ago - first Mate Willetts, 
- a curiosity - always drunk - but a worker. 
Used to be first mate on the "Puebla" under 
Capt. Debney - Coming aboard drunk one 
night Willett fell overboard & was pulled 
out by he sailors with a rope - just as 
he struck the deck - puffing and dripping 
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Captain Debney called down from the 
pilothouse, not knowing what had 
happened - saying "Whats the trouble 
down there Mr. Willett?"  The ready response 
was "Oh, nothing Sir, only a drunken 
sailor overboard - all right now, Sir." 
Have the room on upper deck reserved 
for directors - officers of the Company &c. 
Writing letters to catch up - wrote to 
Willig & Frank Cleary about my 
Fairbanks interests.  At McKenzies 
suggestion I wrote a letter to Peter, 
Chief of the Kobuck Indians at 
Bergman, & gave it to Johnson to deliver 
It was to encourage & strengthen him 
in fighting whiskey selling to Indians 
& the debauching the girls by white men. 
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 -Aug 14th- 
Passed Nulato early this morning & 
having passed the mouth of the Koy 
=ukuk during the early hours and left 
Johnson there.  We take on a Lapland 
=er reindeer herder - his young wife 
& baby. 
 -Aug 15- 
Passed Holy Cross mission at 
5 oclock this morning - Russian 
Mission about noon & will reach Andre 
-offsky tonight some time.  Heavy 
headwind - & boat going slow on 
account of wind and poor fuel. 
Oil is being used & they do not seem 
to have it so arranged as to get the 
best out of it.  It is also very dirty 
around the boat - a failure as fuel! 

Diary 6,  1903 
august16and17a 

 -Aug 16th - 
Left Andrefasky at breakfast time 
and have been all day in the lower flats. 
Will reach St. Micheal in the morning. 
 -Aug 17th - 
On Berings Sea in the early morning. 
     Copy of Marshal Johnsons 
"Scenes in court life all remind us 
we should think of things in time. 

 
"Ah well for the world that it ne'er knows 
"The silent but awful remark: 
"That oer the deaf mutes fingers flow 
"When he steps on a tack in the dark. 
 
     The unfinished Speech (Barnes) 
It ill becomes" - (at this point the 
ambidexter stenographer crossed his 
wires. 
"Butt in" - A new Latin phrase -- Green 
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"Barring None"  Motto of the Rampart Bar Assoc. 
"Barring all we can" - Rampart Jail. 
 
Barnes and Brady, Green & Pratt. 
They are figuring where they're at, 
Now the Court has pulled its freight. 
They will mutually relate, 
What strong point of legal lore, 
He'd have sprung upon the floor, 
Had he had the others case. 
 
Arrived at St. Micheal at 1 pm and 
found the Revenue Cutter "Rush" awaiting 
us - Captain Fenger, Collector Customs. 
Jarvis is also here.  Captain Hibberd 
of the N.C. Co. met us & asked me to occupy 
my old room at the A.C. Co. quarters with 
Capt. Jarvis, which I did - the rest of 
our party going to the hotel.  During  
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the afternoon the "Ohio" came in - she 
will take the Deputy Marshals prisoners 
crazy persons and Mrs Perry, down 
to Seattle.  Mrs. P  has insisted on 
tagging along with her husband and 
intended to go with him on the "Rush" 
but the Captain gently but positively 
said "No." - so she must go with 
the rest of the crowd to Seattle, and 
thence back to Valdez - I really feel 
sorry for her - she is so evidently bitterly 
disappointed.  Mrs. Claypool is 
also here waiting for the Ohio - which  
will now sail about the 19th or 20th 
     We do not have to reach Bristol  
Bay until Aug 31 - 13 days from this. 
Capt. Jarvis wants to go over to Nome - 
he has just received information that 
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Dr. Call, Dep. Col. of Customs at Nome 
has lost his mind, & it will keep  
him there several days - so it has 
been arranged with Captain Fenger 
of the "Rush" to wait for us until 
Friday while Jarvis & the party go over 
to Nome - on the "Sadie" this evening 
I intended to go with Jarvis, but upon 
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talking it over with him & Capt. Humphrey 
have concluded not to go.  They both urge 
me not to go.  Judge Noyes{mistake} & Ex. District 
Atty. Joe Woods are both there - also 
ex Marshal Vawter - Judge Moore & 
Marshal Richards have also returned 
from Washington - the nasty mess of 
Nome factional fight is at a fever 
heat, and so I am not going to even 
land on the beach.  Perry & Harlan 
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will visit there until Jarvis is ready 
to come away, but I will not go, nor even 
send a letter to anyone. 
 -Aug 18th- 
Called on the Catholic fathers this 
morning.  Fathers Van Gorp, Rene 
Camille, and three others - & smoked a 
good cigar with them.  A Mr. Bell 
foreman in the A.C. shops here has 
a fine old Eskimo pot from Shismareff 
Inlet, - 12 inches high - 8 inches in 
diameter at the top & six inches diameter 
at base - black with age and fire. 
It is unbroken and a fine specimen. 
Sent off my mail, also gold pan 
&c. to Senator Fairbanks. 
     Father Jacquet is well and 
fully recovered – so the Fathers say 
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 Aug. 19th. 
"Ohio" left harbor at noon with 
Mrs. Claypool & children - Dep Mar. 
& prisoners.  Dinner with Capt 
& Mrs. Humphrey at N.A.T. & T. Co. 
quarters  Present also Capt. & Mrs. 
Hibberd. "Ohio" goes to Nome & 
thence to the Sound. 
  -20th.- 
Visited the "Rush" to pay my respects 
to Capt. Fenger & his officers - he 
and Mr. (Lt) Ballinger took 
dinner with Capt. Hibberd- 
& I came aboard the "Rush" 
with them as we are to go out 
for Nome in the morning at 
daybreak 
 -August 21st  
Opposite Cape Nome - be in 
by 5 oclock.  I shall not go ashore 

Diary 6,  1903 
august21band22a 

and we will only remain off Nome 
an hour - just long enough to get 
Harlans & Perry aboard.  Reached 
Nome at 4 oclock in afternoon - water 
calm & beautiful day - boat returned from 
shore with word that Harlan & Perry were 
out on creeks, and would not be back 
until tomorrow morning.  Jarvis sent 

out word that business would prevent his 
going with us - but would meet us at 
Unalaska.  Anchored mile off shore 
 -August 22nd - 
Captain Jarvis came off this morning 
before I was up and took breakfast 
with Capt. Fenger and me.  Boat 
went in with Fenger & Jarvis after breakfast 
& will bring others off.  Jarvis says 
many of my friends asked for me &c. 
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Dr. Call went out on the "Ohio" 
much improved - Boat with our 
party came off and at 10 oclock we 
started south.  Saw no one in Nome 
& am glad of it.  Mr. Harlan tells me 
that the opinion is prevalent in Nome 
that both Grigsby & Richards will be 
removed - but Jarvis does not 
seem to think so. 
 -Aug 23rd- 
Officers on Revenue Cutter "Rush" 
Captain C. C. Fenger. 
1st Lt. James G. Ballinger 
2nd Walter A. Wiley 
3rd Leon C. Covell 
Acting Ch. Eng. Micheal N. Usina 
Acting 1st 
2nd Asst Eng. Quincy B. Newman 
2nd Asst Eng. J. A. Burns 
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Dr. H. W. Cole Jr. 
Opposite Cape Romanzoff at 
daybreak & skirted past Nunivak 
Island at dark.  Bering sea 
calm & good weather.  Passed time 
reading.  I am with Capt. Fenger 
in the cabin while the Harlans & Perry 
have rooms with the ward room officers 
below.  Harlan, Sr., Perry & I eat 
with the Captain & Ed with the 
ward room officers. 
 -August 24th- 
My birthday - Aug 24, 1857. 
Fine weather - opposite Cape New= 
=enham tonight. 
 -Aug 25th- 
In Bristol Bay - wide flats &c. 
opposite first cannery – Clarks 
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at the mouth of the Nashigak 
river.  The "Mary D. Hume" & the 
"Thistle" passed out going to S. F. 
Canneries all closed for the season 
& men going out.  "Jeanie" & the 
"Elihu Thompson" will be in in a 
day or so for load of canned salmon. 
Nushigak harbor is a fine body of 
water - sharp conical peaks on 
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the N.W.  Clear & bright day. 
Anchored in harbor opposite the 
lower cannery tonight.  Passed 
evening in ward room with officers 
- music, song & stories. 
 -Aug 26th - 
In forenoon visited Eskimo village of 
Ikuk - (Ek-uk) & the saltery between 
there & Clarks point - Capt. Johnson 
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of the Scandanavian cannery came 
down - pitched "Rush" up opposite 
Nushigak - Clegg came over from  
the Moravian Mission - supper 
at Johnsons - Mrs. J. is large 
fine looking Scandanavian. 
 -August 27th - 
The public business on Bristol Bay is quite 
important and will deserve attention.  There 
are several canneries here - about 8000 men 
are employed here during the summer, but go 
to S. F. & below in the fall after the season is over 
It is a very short season & everybody is now 
gone except a few who are here to put the outfit 
away & load the remaining cargo.  Clegg 
has visited every cannery & has statistics & 
proofs - $25,000. yet due for former years 
for licenses unpaid, and none paid for this 
year.  There are also several persons 
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in jail for crime - two for murder.  Those for 
felonies will be taken, with witnesses, to Valdez 
for trial, and we have concluded that Judge Clegg, 
must go as a witness & especially to aid in the 
collection of cannery licenses.  We will remain 
here until Monday morning, call court at Nush 
=agak at 11 oclock, and do the formal part, 
then adjourn and go.  Everything except the mere 
formal part will be done, or agreed upon before. 
Several mercantile licenses can be granted here. 
&c.  Our appearance here, and the formal 
holding of court, the recognition which Clegg & 
the deputy marshal get from the court and revenue 
officers, the carrying away of accused persons by 
the cutter, & all, has strengthened the officers here 
& made for their future good.  We are all 
invited off to dinner with the Johnsons this 
evening - Capt. Fenger & all of the court 
officers.  Lt. Ballinger, do: 
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 -Aug. 28th - 
Left "Rush" this morning in launch and landed at the 
Moravian Mission on east side of Nushagak river - had 
dinner at Mission with Mr & Mrs. Zulzer (?) who spent 
a dozen years or more in missionary work in Greenland. 
Good garden, flowers, chickens, milk and butter. 
Walked down beach 3 miles to Nushigak.  Examined  
proposed sites for jail and courthouse - prefer Nushigak. 
Visited Russian church - Mittendorf, the trader & took 

dinner with Mr & Mrs. Bumbrook - Supt. Cannery. 
Came off to cutter about 11 oclock - head tide.  The 
tides in Nushigak run about six or seven knots 
per hour - strong but no bore.  Some baskets today 
 -August 29th - 
Remained on board cutter all day - Jeanie 
is said to be in lower bay. 
 August 30.   Sunday 
on board "Rush" all day - Went off with Capt 
Fenger & Mr Harlan & Mr Perry pay our last 
visit to Capt. & Mrs. Johnson at Scandanvian Cannery 
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 Aug 31st. Monday 
A beautiful clear day – Left the “Rush” early 
on tug belonging to Johnson & arrived at Nush 
agak in an hour.  Arranged to hold court 
in Mittendorffs setting room.  Present 
at the first court ever held in the Bristol 
Bay country – Judge – U.S. Dist. Attorney 
N. V. Harlan, U.S. Marshal, Geo. G. Perry, 
Clerk, Ed. Harlan, - also Clegg, Mittendorff 
& others – three other men only & Mrs. Mittendorff. 
Granted a number of mercantile & cigar licenses 
appointed John Niven, Comr. in place of Clegg 
who resigns to go with us as Dept. Dist. 
Atty & License Collector.  Otto A. Larsen 
& Paul Frecher[?] declared their intention to 
become American citizens.  Made an 
order reserving a courthouse & Jail 
site on north side of the bay & ordering 
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headquarters of court officials to be estab 
=lished there & the place named “Dillingham” 
after Senator Dillingham of Vermont, the 
Chairman of the {Special}  
Senate Com. on Territories lately 
in Alaska.  After transacting all business 
including orders to take all criminals & crazy 
man to Valdez for examination, we went 
aboard onto tug & dropped down to 
Clarks Cannery where we met the “Rush” 
preceded by the “President” – Johnsons 
steamer, - we then went to sea & bid good 
bye to Bristol Bay. 
 Sept. 1st 
Rough weather & awful sea sick 
 Sep 2nd 
Sea sick – and waiting for Dutch Harbor 
Reached Dutch H at dark – beautiful view 
of Shishaldin:  mistook it for 
vessel sending up rockets of distress. 
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 Sept. 3rd  
Went over to Unalaska with Gray last 
night & slept in a bed that sat still 
while I slept. 
 -Sept. 5 4th - 
Remain in Unalaska with Gray - the Str. 
St Paul came in today from Nome - met many 
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of the people &c. and wrote letter to Debbie. 
 -Sept 6th   Sunday 
The schooner Abbie M. Deering from Nome 
was wrecked in Akutan pass {on Friday morning}  
& the Manning 
went out & brought in her crew, passengers 
& baggage - nobody lost.  The collier 
“St. Francis "heavily laden with coal is on 
fire - spontaneous combustion of coal- 
 -Sept. 7th  
"Thetis" went out this morning carrying Senator 
Dietrich & daughter - also shipwrecked 
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crew and passengers of the "Deering" 
The "Bear" and "Manning" yet in the harbor 
also our boat the "Rush" - all coaling. 
 - Sept. 8th - 
We left Unalaska at 7 a.m.  Mr. Jarvis 
going with us on Rush.  Passed out through 
Akutan pass & thence south of Akutan 
to south shore of unimak.  At night saw 
Mt. Shishaldin flaming high - a 
rare and beautiful sight 
 -Sept. 9th- 
Belch of sky this morning at 6 oclock. 
Visited Father Axeline, Russian priest, who is 
a great talker - a clean looking man with a 
clear eye & a fine beard.  Visited the town & 
people.  Had a splendid view of Mt. 
Pavlof - an active volcano, which is con 
-tinually sending up a column of black 
smoke - mt. is snow covered, &c. Remained 
here only 3 hours & then went on to Unga 
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Pavloff is sending up high columns 
of black smoke - in great intermittent puffs 
a thousand feet high with ashes falling like 
rain from a storm cloud - A magnificent spectacle 
& ought to be even more so at night.  The crater is 
at the very summit of the mountain - the whole top is as 
black as coal smoke can make it 
 - Sep. 10 - 
Remained at anchor in Humboldt Bay - Sand Point- 
Popoff Island, last night, early this morning ran over to 
Unga and landed in a growing storm - Met Mr. Hubley 
Driffield, & others & after discussing the situation walked 
up the beach to the Apollo gold mine - met Misses Brown and 
Randall - also Mrs. Brown - spent an hour - also met 
Golder - who until a year ago was Comr: he is a nuisance. 
Will appoint a Comr. for Unga & Perry will appoint a 
Dep. Mar. - will remove Barstow.  Storm increasing & we 
went off to Rush in a heavy blow and rolling sea - & ran 
back to Humboldt Bay where we are now lying in safely 
listening to the storm howl.  Mr. Harlan & Captain Fenger 
are playing Debbies game of solitaire - they are inveterate 
 -Sept. 13th  Sunday 
We left Sand Point early on the morning of the 11th and reached 
Karluk last night - two days of "high rolling" and I was 

sea sick all the time.  "They who go to sea on ships 
see the wonders of the Lord", - but they who go on the "Rush 
catch hell.  We went ashore for two hours and visited 
the Karluk canneries - took dinner with the Supt. Van 
Korofsky - a square headed brute - who swore at his 
peroxide wife in our presence - and was, I hope, licked 
as soon as we left - at least with her tongue.  We 
left Karluk at 4 p.m. this morning and are 
now in the beautiful Karluk straits, sailing along the 
shore of Kadiak Island.  It is the usual high 
rolling mountainous country, but unlike the more west 
=ern islands, is blessed with scattering groves of evergreens 
 -Sept. 14th - 
Reached Kodiak harbor yesterday evening -went ashore 
an hour after supper with Jarvis & called on old man 
Sargent - & others.  Ashore again this morning & called 
upon a Russian by the name of Stuffaoff also the 
Russian priest - Rev. T. Samaloff - Notified Gallagher 
of charges against him & heard testimony all day & 
reduced to writing.  Dist. Atty. Harlan conducted 
the examination & I swore witnesses.  So Harlan took 
down the testimony.  Looked over Kodaik (St Paul) for 
old Russian books, maps &c. and got some - but not much 
but old samovar, from Chichinoff family.  Was 
a beautiful day - St. Paul & Kodiak harbor the most 
beautiful in Alaska, - under way for Seldovia at 
10:30[?] tonight. 

Diary 6,  1903 
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 - Sept. 15th  - 
"Man Overboard"  - was the cry that startled 
us while at breakfast, and brought us to the quarter 
deck on a run.  The Chinaman held for assault 
with intent to kill a country man with a knife, either 
through fear or crazed with opium had suddenly jumped 
overboard.  The watch had changed & the boats crew had 
undressed - three of them had & two not - but instantly 
sprang into the boat and were dropped astern where 
we could see his black head bobbing on the waves. 
Within 5 minutes they had pulled him in their boat & in 
10 minutes for the alarm we had started forward 
again.  In Cook Inlet - just abreast the Barren 
Islands -  Visited Seldovia today - small 
Indian settlement with a Russian church & 
two small stores.  Heard that Cooks party for 
Mt McKinley was very late & might not reach 
the mountain.  No word from them yet. 
 -Sept. 16th - 
Sea sick all day - rolling along south 
of Montague island toward Valdez - Ran 
into Nutchek for the night. 
 -Sept. 17th  
Left Nutchek early and reached Valdez at 
noon.  Everything in good order - but Kayak 
Ball in the evening at Moose Hall - adjourned 
to McKinley Hall - in honor of the young officers 
on the "Rush".  Capt. Jarvis took dinner 
with me and I had a long talk with him about 
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my standing with the President.  He thinks it is 
good & urges me to be careful - he will write to 
Clark for particulars before I write in explanation 
of the impression which Grigsby & the Marshall 
have tried to create.  The Chamber of Commerce 
will give us a reception in a week - No 
mail of any importance.  Jarvis took my 
Russian book to Sitka for translation 

Diary 6,  1903 back 
cover 

[clipping:] 
     “Another Attempt to Scale Mt. McKinley – The Bull- 
etin of the American Geographical Society reports that  
the Expedition to Mt. McKinley which left Fairbanks, 
Alaska, on February 6th, fitted out by a newspaper of 
that town to attempt the ascent of the mountain re- 
turned unsuccessful on April 10th.  An elevation of 
10,000 feet was reached on the north side of the moun- 
tain east of Peter Glacier, where precipitous ice cliffs 
prevented further progress.” 
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       Diary 
James Wickersham 
Sept. 17th 1903 
        To 
July 31, 1904. 

Diary 7, 1903  
september17and18 

 Sept. 17th  1903. 
Reached Valdez today from westward on the 
U.S. Rev. Cutter “Rush”.  We left Rampart 
Aug 12th and St Micheal on the “Rush” on 
Aug 21st.  Held court at Nushagak on 
Bristol Bay on Aug 31st  Paid Captain 
Fenger. for mess during my trip $54.00 
 -Sept. 18th- 
Busy cleaning up my desk and answering 
mail.  Nothing from Debbie yet, but the 
mail is expected hourly on the “Bertha.” 
Appointed Geo. M. Love, a jury commissioner 
& he and the clerk drew the grand and trial jury 
for the Oct. term today, in the courtroom – present 
newspaper men – Harlan, Perry, Geoghehan, 
Ed Harlan & others. 

Diary 7, 1903  
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 Sept. 19th 
Worked in office all day – on Mt. McKinly 
 -Sep. 20th- 
In company with L. C. Larson, photographer, 
climbed the mountain on north of Valdez – he gave 
out and cam back but, like a fool, I went on to the 
top.  Brush very bad for 2000 feet, and also 
great glacial furrows parallel to the general 
course of Valdez basin – these are extremely 
interesting & conclusively prove that Valdez glacier 
once extended to Prince Williams Sound & was 
at least half a mile deep.  Was late in coming 
back & my boots were slick & I fell – many times 
& was so exhausted that I got into the brush again & 
could not find my way down – always on the edge 
of a precipice & having to travel along the glacial furrows: 
Finally I saw the fire Larson had built on the flats and heard 
him shout & guided through the darkness by his voice & fire 
at 9 oclock I reached the flats - & thence home in the boat. 
It was the meanest climb I have had – only 5,000 feet, 
but the glacial furrows, brush, ferns, grass, & perpendicular 
walls made it both rough & dangerous. 

Diary 7, 1903  
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 - Sep. 21. – 
Engaged in signing orders for licenses &c. to help 
check up with his business.  Sore as a boil. 
 -Sep 22 – 
Working on Mt. McKinley story & signing 
formal court orders. 
 -Sep. 23rd 
Same as yesterday. 
 -Sep. 24th- 
Sore as a boil this week and doing very little. 
 -Sep 25- 
“Bertha” in this morning from the westward:  Clegg 
& wife came in & he is ready for work.  Vessel goes 

out loaded with returning miners, &c.  Rendered 
decision in case of White, et. al. v. Town Council 
involving dog license; held with town.  Recd. 
a mass of affidavits from Gallagher in relation 
to charge of immorality against him at Kodiak. 
Also a letter from Rev. T. Shamaloff saying that 
he had forwarded affidavits against Gallagher 

Diary 7, 1903  
september25band2
6 

to Sitka for translation – they are in Russian 
but will be back on next boat.  I have determined 
to remove Gallagher whether he is guilty or not & 
have suggested to F. D. Kelsey, of  Leedy & Kelsey 
that he go out there.  He is a good lawyer, quiet & 
domestic, has a clever quiet wife & three or four chil 
=dren & will I think cure up the sore.  He 
has just informed me that they will accept the 
place – will not make the change for a short 
time – not until Gallagher comes in & the priests 
affidavits arrive. 
 -Sep 26th- 
Worked in office all day – divided public fund 
between Valdez & the School Dist. 
 -Sep 26th- 
Went out to Valdez Glacier with Rob. Coles prospecting. 
Found colors in the glacial matter at foot of glacier & 
panned considerable & spent the day around in 
the lower end of the glacier.  The steamer “Santa Ana” 
in – but no letters from Debbie. 

Diary 7, 1903  
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 -27th- 
Mrs. Perry came in  on Santa Ana yesterday 
& says Mrs. W  will be in on next boat.  Good! 
Whittlesey is spreading himself at Kayak & 
as he has not yet made a single report since 
he was appointed I have concluded to remove 
him & will send Clegg down there until I can 
get some one else to take the place. 
Recd. letter from Burleigh yesterday, filed with Clerk. 
Today young Shackleford called & said he, too, was 
employed in the Chitina case by plaintiff & had heard 
that I was biased against plaintiff and gave Hoggatt 
as the authority.  I am very much disgusted at Hoggatt 
if he said anything of that kind – I have been his friend 
& he mine & I did not believe that he could so far mis 
=understand me as even to believe such a thing. 
The plaintiff has also employed Cushman & now are 
to employ Ostrander – it occurs to me as if they 
are trying to arouse my prejudice rather than depend  
upon the testimony. 

Diary 7, 1903  
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 -29- 
Went over to Ft. Liscum & had lunch with 
Dr & Mrs. Bartlett.  Have turned the Whittlesey 
matter over to Mr. Harlan, who is giving it his  
particular attention. 
 -30th- 
Mail in today via. Eagle, nothing of  
importance and none yet from Debbie. 
Letter & report from Fred Crouch, condemning 
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70 Mile claims.  Good reports from Edgar 
about Fairbanks mines – are getting better. 
Writes me that Pedro has sold out for $25.000, 
which is a sensible thing for him to do – at  
his age & with his inexperience as a manager. 
Noble doing fine on Cleary – next to my mine. 
  Prepaid my quarterly expense account 
$350.70 and voucher for salary for Sept. 
$407.60 & sent them in by mail. 
  758.30 

Diary 7, 1903  
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 Octo. 1. 
Finished my “First Attempt to Ascend Mt. McKinly” 
and shall send it to the National Geographic Magazine 
with map and photographs.  Finished appointment 
of Clegg as Comr. at Kayak & instructions to 
him & Ed. Harlan &c. 
 Octo. 2nd 
Str. Santa Ana came from westward & Dr. Fredk. 
A. Cook & his party from Mt. McKinly came in - they 
got to the mountain, found our camps and reached 
the same height that we did – about a mile farther 
around on the finger tips of the Hanna glacier (Peters glacier 
it is called on an unpublished map).  They went round 
the mountain & came down the Chulitna river & 
think the mountain cannot be climbed!  But I 
think it can!  Cook gave me a copy of Brooks un 
-published map, which contains all of the 
errors on Kantishna outlet, &c.  Shall continue 
to work on my story & map &c. & send to Geographic 
Magazine.  Santa Ana went out at 10 a.m. 

Diary 7, 1903  
october02band05a
nd09 

Have carefully examined the record & papers in 
Rahenstorf v. Kaffenburgh, from Rampart, & the 
testimony taken by Heilig as referee & it is such 
an inextricable muddle that I have this day returned 
it to Heilig & ordered him to take more testimony 
upon certain specific points mentioned in my order. 
 -Octo. 5- 
Have finished my Mt. McKinley story & have rewritten 
my Rampart opinion In re Burkel, and cleaned 
up much of my court work & am now ready to go 
into the Chittyna Ex. Co. v. McClellan. et. al. with vigor. 
Have today telegraphed Atty. Genl. for approval 
of expenditure of $8,000. for new courthouse &  
jail here – will save $1740 per annum rent. 
 -9th- 
Spent the 7th and 8th on a goat hunt up the 
gulches heading into the Chugach range south of 
Valdez – but it rained and snowed all the time 
- we had a glorious tramp but no luck after 
goats. 

Diary 7, 1903  
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 -Oct. 12th- 
Str. “Jeanie” in today – Mrs. W. came 
Also Hogatt, Carson & Arthur, Attys 
for Plft & Dft. in Chittyna case.  
{also Miss Clark, stenographer.} 
Circuit Court of Appeals reversed the Richards 

case – evidence not sufficient. 
 Oct. 14th. 
Mrs. Wickersham has had another attack of her 
lung trouble – a heavy chill  & high fever following, 
and particularly so last night.  Am having a peck 
of trouble about courthouse & Jail site.  The government 
owns sufficient land in the reservation at McKinly 
& Reservation sts. but there are some private interests 
to be settled & these are stubborn.  Am trying to force 
them to compromise & get out of the way. 
 -Oct. 17th- 
“Jeanie” went out with mail for south. 
Heard motion to set Chityna case for argument 
- did not do so on account of absence of Attorneys 
for plaintiffs.  Debbie is better. 

Diary 7, 1903  
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 -Oct 18th- 
Have completed my “Instructions to Grand 
Jury,” and intend now to write chapter for 
Helm, at his special request on “The Courts 
of Alaska:  Needed Legislation and Possibil 
=ities of the Country.”  He writes me that he intends 
to publish a book under the auspices of the 
National Geographic Society, and dedicate it to 
Roosevelt, and hopes to make it the standard 
work on Alaska.- We are having more trouble 
with courthouse site. –Brown & Ausy[?] do not 
want to join in opening streets & taking a 
specific tract of land, but seem to want more 
land and a cash bonus from the people. 
In my judgment they are first class porkers! 
 -Oct. 19th- 
Several miners returned last night from 
the new strike which they made on the upper 
east waters of the Sushitna river; they are 
in the employ of Al. White, the boss saloon 

Diary 7, 1903  
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man of Valdez who outfitted them this spring 
Pete Monahan was their leader & he 
brings in about $1400. worth of good looking 
gold & says it is a rich strike.  They have 
visited me with their samples, and named 
one of the creeks “Wickersham Creek.” 
 -Oct. 20 
Rob. Coles and his “pardner” want to go into the 
new strike on the Sushitna and I have agreed 
to furnish the provisions & be “1/3 pardner” 
also.   “Reception to Court Officials tonight” 
is placarded all over the streets today 
 -21st- 
Reception last night was a great 
success.  Both floors of the McKinley 
Hall building were decorated &c. Reception 
downstairs – dancing upstairs, fine 
music, songs, dancing, &c. but 
no speeches, thank goodness. 
[Card reads:] 

“PUBLIC RECEPTION 
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TENDERED BY THE 
CITIZENS OF VALDEZ 

Under Auspices of the Valdez Chamber of Commerce 
-TO THE- 

United States District Court Officials 
Tuesday Evening, October, 20th, 1903 

-McCKINLEY HALL- 
 

Guests of Honor 
JUDGE JAMES WICKERSHAM AND WIFE 

DISTRICT ATT’Y N. V. HARLAN AND WIFE  
UNITED STATES MARSHAL GEO. G. PERRY AND WIFE” 

 
Diary 7, 1903  
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 -23rd- 
“Bertha” in last night – Debbie got 
a letter from Darrell who has got back 
to work all right – secured “two stripes”. 
in new arrangement of classes. Ed. Har 
=lan back from Kayak with report signed 
by Clegg & him in re Whittlesey matter 
Court Monday – Telegram from 
Sitka – Santa Ana there on her way up. 
 
Mrs. Wickersham has invited Arthur, 
Carson, McLellan, Hoggatt, Miss Clark, 
Mr. Hughes, Birch, to whist tonight. 
 -25th- 
We took Sunday dinner with Mr. & Mrs. Rudolph 
who are from Buckley.  Busy in preparing 
my instructions to grand jury. 

Diary 7, 1903  
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 -Octo. 26th 1903- 
October term begun today.  Organized the 
grand jury, appointed L. Archibald foreman, 
called the docket & heard some small matters 
 -Octo 28th 1903- 
     A Red Letter Day.  The Santa Ana 
came in at 2 oclock today.  Senator Heyburn 
& wife,  Congressman Cushman & wife, and 
Andrew J. Burleigh & wife came in – the men 
are the attorneys – with Hoggatt & Hubbard - in 
the cases involving the Bonanza group of 
Copper Mines on the Chityna river – involving 
a million dollars & more – also the Railroad &c. 
McKenzie Comr. from Koyukuk, Helm of the 
Ry. Co. and a large number of other prominent 
people also came – witnesses, stenographers 
&c.  The array is now complete on both sides 
of this important case, & we may now be 
able to get court matters to working firmly. 

Diary 7, 1903  
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Received also two copies of First 
Alaska Reports, from West Pub. 
Co. St. Paul, Minn.  I am very greatly pleased 
at the appearance of this book which I 
arranged, indexed & edited last fall & which 
now gives me a historical standing in the 
judicial plan of Alaskan courts.  The 

book is printed & bound in first class style 
- after the best form of the Federal Reporter. 
Received letter from Darrell enclosing, 
only, his commission as Lieutenant, Junior 
Grade, at Annapolis.  This I understand to 
be his position in the organization of his class 
of 76 members, and lasts only until his graduation 
but it establishes his standing in efficiency, 
as an organizer and manager of men & 
as such is very gratifying to me – and to 
his mother.  He writes to her a very happy 
letter & seems as please about it as we are. 

Diary 7, 1903  
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 -Octo. 31st- 
Have been consulting with Gov. Leedy for 
several days about taking an option on a 
group of copper claims, 34 in number, on 
Copper creek and Kluvesna, the upper waters 
of the Kotsina river owned by Scotty Crawford 
and the Ammons, husband & wife.  Have agreed 
to advance $500. on an option, so that we 
may have time to go outside and sell the mines 
Have told the Gov. about Charles Sweeney of 
Spokane, who asked me to look out for an 
opportunity of that kind & he has a man also 
who wants such an investment.  We will both 
go outside to sell if we get the option. 
   Have called the docket &c. and arranged a 
civil jury trial list (calendar), and also 
a partial criminal calendar.  Will 
begin on the Banta murder case on Monday 

Diary 7, 1903  
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 -Nov. 2nd- 
The case of Chitina Co. v. McClellan, 
et. al. involving the famous Bonanza copper 
mines came up today & counsel have all day 
long “sparred for an opening”.  Motion after 
motion has been submitted & passed upon 
& yet it goes over until tomorrow for another. 
Have set the Banta case for tomorrow morning. 
 Nov. 4th 
Heard Banta case all day yesterday – got 
the jury only.  Heard the Bonanza cases in the 
evening on motion to open testimony and 
hear oral testimony on trial, which I refused to do. 
The testimony was taken according to stipulation 
under the order of the court  fixing limits of time 
for each side.  Both sides took full testimony 
of witnesses in Alaska by referee, and in New 
York, San Francisco, Manilla & other distant 
places by deposition.  The defendants relied 

Diary 7, 1903  
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upon this and brought no witnesses here, but 
plaintiffs produced a long affidavit from Geo. M. 
Pereine, wherein Perine replenishes his tes- 
timony heretofore taken by deposition by strong 
statements that certain important witnesses for 
the defendants who are not now in Alaska 
had retracted their former sworn testimony in 
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important particulars – the method offers so 
many chances for success through perjury & 
such a temptation thereto. 
Upon agreement the case of U.S. v. Banta 
went over until this evening & I am hearing 
the arguments in the Bonanza cases.  Burleigh 
& Cushman have been heard this forenoon & Senator 
Heyburn will take up the argument after lunch. 
 -Nov {5th}10th - 
Heard Bonanza case argued on Nov 
5th.  Burleigh, Cushman, Hoggatt, 
opened case for plaintiff.  Brown 
Arthur & Carson argued for the Defts. 

Diary 7, 1903  
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and Senator Heyburn closed the 
case for the plaintiff:  Burleigh & Sen 
=ator Heyburn made strong arguments. 
Brown made a good presentation of the 
defendants case:  Arthur did badly but 
Carson did fair.  Have taken case under 
advisement & will read testimony, 2000 
or more pages, &c. 
 -Nov 9th – Have been engaged 
all week on trial of Banta,  & just got it 
to the jury tonight.  Finished instructing 
the jury after 12 oclock. 
 -Nov 8th- 
Sunday.  Jury in Banta case render 
=ed verdict “Not guilty by reason of insanity,” 
a bad verdict for defendant as it sends 
him to the Insane Asylum without 
limit & with a bad record to keep 
him there. 
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 -Nov. 9th- 
Reception tonight to Heyburn & Cushman 
at McKinley Hall, by the Arctic Brotherhood 
& Chamber of Commerce.  Trying cases 
in court every day -  Grand jury & trial 
jury both each morning. 
 -Nov. 10.- 
Str. “Newport” from west today with 
jurors from Unalaska and Unga. 
Nome city in tonight – Heyburns, Cush 
=mans, Hoggatt & many others go out 
on her.  United States v. Ryan, shooting 
scrape at Kenai, on trial. 
 -Nov 11th- 
During court this forenoon received telegram 
from Tacoma. “Ed. Hamilton died this  
morning typhoid pneumonia.”   Chas. Bedford. 
This removes the local opposition to Senator 
Foster for reelection as U.S. Senator. 

Diary 7, 1903  
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Case of U.S. v. Balamotoff – murder, on trial. 
Telegram from Judge Lyons at Rep. Con. 
at Juneau - Whitehead & his Nome 
delegation were seated – Johnson-Richards 
outfit threatening to bolt – I am surprised 

that Judge Johnson should tie up with 
Richards – Grigsby et.al.  Latest papers 
report that Grigsby has been ordered to 
Washington to answer charges – He 
is lucky – he has not yet had to spend a 
winter in Alaska – has had his salary all 
the time & spent his winters in Washington. 
Hope they will dismiss him, now, though, 
for he is a thoroughly corrupt & vicious man. 
The Non-Partisan Convention on Oct. 26. 
declared against territorial government & Ex.-Gov. 
Swineford bolted!  Verily he is an unfair 
politician – he wished to impose an 
expensive government on the people whether 
they want it or not. 
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 -Nov. 17.- 
Am about through with jury work. 
The grand jury was discharged on Sat 
=urday afternoon (the 14th) after making 
their final reports.  Have tried a case a 
day so far & think I will be through tomorrow. 
Have today accepted Gallaghers. resignation 
at Kodiak and appointed Kelsey in his place. 
Will appoint Gallagher at Copper Center or 
some other good place.  Have also appointed 
Geo. C. Britton at Kayak, and sent 
Whittlesey there to act as his clerk. 
 -Nov. 20th- 
Hear today that Ft. Gibbon was burned 
yesterday, together with commissary stores &c. 
leaving 110 soldiers with buildings, clothes or 
food at the beginning of bitter winter- 
Have this day paid J. E. Teeter for half 
int. with him in trip to Ellemar copper 
mines – he is to acquire interest for us - & 
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to aid him in doing so have paid all 
his expenses there & back amtg. to $25.00 
 -Nov. 28th- 
Rendered decision in Copper Co. v. Mc 
Clellan et. al. the celebrated Chitina rio 
copper case.  Senator Heyburn of Idaho, 
Congressman Cushman of Wash:. Burleigh of 
N.Y. &c. were attorneys for plaintiff- 
decided case for the defendant on 
ground that plaintiffs testimony was not 
sufficient.  Great crowd in attendance. 
Debbie and I are living quietly at the 
“Imperial” rooms:   C. S. Bratton & wife 
props.  We go out, now, on the Santa Ana. 
Debbie sick once in a while – better below 
than up here. 
 -Nov. 29- 
Eagle mail in – received a nice letter 
from Senator Fairbanks acknowledging 
receipt of gold pan &c. from Fairbanks 
mines 
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 Dec Nov 2- 
Str. “Santa Ana” in with mail – have my 
leave of absence.  Busy finishing up 
court business – Granted Mrs. Garratt 
a divorce – also Mrs. Dupuy – the latter 
is said to be Rochfords friend – of the 
“News” & he is going to marry her. 
 Dec Nov 3rd- 
Gave Rob Coles a hundred dollars 
-on grub stake for the year – also my 
30-40 gun & ammunition.  He will 
probably get to Fairbanks in spring. 
Boat goes tomorrow – created the 
Copper Center recording precinct 
& appointed Andrew Holman 
rec comr.  Lawyers signing a 
petition for my reappointment 
Godell & Hubbard refuse to sign 
Godell because I refused to appoint 
him Comr. at Kayak, & Hubbard 
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because I decided the Chittyna Co. 
copper case for the defendants! 
 -4th- 
Left Valdez at 10 oclock this 
a.m. on Str. Santa Ana. for 
Seattle-Tacoma.  Debbie and I have 
room 24 – a very comfortable room. 
Burleigh & wife, Birch, Carson, 
Arthur, Brown, Harlan, Mrs. Garratt, 
Miss Clark, – all of the remainder of 
the Copper case aboard including 
witnesses. 
 -5th- 
Spent yesterday afternoon at Ella 
-mar loading ore – I went with 
another man in a rowboat to “Tatetlik” 
the Indian village 3 miles down the 
bay & bought fine bow & arrows 
&c. At midnight we left that 
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Ellamar & went via Orca & Eyak, 
for the mail, & now we are passing 
out at west end of Mitcheck Is- 
Beautiful day – cloudless & the 
mountains are grand & beautiful. 
-snow white – serrated – the sound 
still and calm 
 -9th- 
From the night of the 5th to today we 
were in storms – all the way from the 
Copper river to Sitka.  Our ship got 
into Kayak that night and unloaded 
but we did not find Yakatat, and lay 
out 50 miles from shore two nights in 
the trough of the sea rolling from side 
to side.  We reached Sitka at noon today 
Burleigh and most everybody was dreadfully 

sea sick – but he and I probably the 
most disgracefully so.  I may as well 
confess, also, that I was scared too. 
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Had lunch  (Mrs W & I & Mr. Harlan) with 
Capt. and Mrs. Jarvis & visited Sitka an 
hour.  We met the “Excelsior” there going 
to Valdez.  Kashevaroff the Russian 
translator gave me several more pages of 
Russian book on citizenship which he 
is translating for me.  Paid Capt. Jarvis 
$50.00 on act. same – will have account 
paid from public fund.  We are now lying 
some miles from Sitka, quiet and still, waiting 
for the tide to rise to carry us through some 
shallow place between the islands.  We will 
probably sleep some tonight – for me the 
first in four nights.  Neither Debbie nor 
I could either eat or sleep- 
 Dec 11th 
Arrived at Juneau at noon today- 
Visited Judge Brown & the lawyers. 
Drew order to pay Jarvis $400 
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on account detective work in U.S. 
v. Idleman.  Saw Billy Bery & wife, 
Dr. Goddard, Lafoon & other friends 
Left at 4 oclock for the south. 
 -13th- 
Creeping along – anchored last night 
in Ketchikan harbor – crossed Dixon 
Entrance today – examined Cape Chacon 
Dixons Entrance, Cape Fox, Boundary 
line, Wales Island, & Portland Canal 
from vessel as we came by- Am satisfied 
that our national rights were prejudiced in 
the recent settlement of the boundary 
question by the Joint Commission in 
London.  We lost Pearse & Wales Islands 
& a vast area inland lying within the thirty 
mile limit to which we were entitled in lieu 
of a line along a range of mountains. 
England usually gets the best a  land 
grabbing squabbles such as this was. 
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 -15th- 
Pitching and rolling just south of 
Seymour Narrows which we passed at 
breakfast time.  We are to go into Lady 
-smith for coal – this takes up nearly 
or quite 48 hours more time. 
 -16th- 
Ladysmith. B. C.  We anchored in 
Ladysmith this morning at 2 p.m. & tonight 
we are still loading coal.  Birch left 
us on the early morning train & went to 
Victoria where he will go by boat to Seattle. 
Visited the Tyee Copper Co’s smelter with the 
smelter manager Thos. Kiddie & inspected 
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the plant and process.  Took lunch & dinner 
at the “Abbotsford” & Debbie seemed to 
enjoy the walk & the balmy weather. 
Ladysmith is a very thriving place, with 
its railroad, coal bunkers, mines, smelter 
& mills. 
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 -17th- 
Arrived in Seattle at 2 p.m. & went 
to the Rainier-Grand Hotel.  Harlan and 
Balliet are now working politics for 
Harlan for judge & Balliet for Dist. Atty. 
Spent evening in meeting old friends & 
acquaintances. 
 -18th- 
Came over to Tacoma this afternoon 
Met Masterson in Seattle. - He is now 
the Cashier of the First Nat. Bank of 
Seattle & wants to organize a National 
Bank in Fairbanks.  Gave him the 
Barnette – Woods letter & promised to 
go back and meet him on Monday or 
Tuesday.  Telegraphed to Sweeney 
at Spokane asking to make an 
appointment. 
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 -Dec. 22- 
Visited Seattle.  Saw Piles & he will give 
me all the assistance he can in reappointment. 
Took lunch with Capt. Humphrey. & wife at the  
“Lincoln”.  Traveled on Inter urban road. 
 -Dec. 23- 
Wrote letter to B. Cleudening. to get C. Sweeney 
 (copy) 
“B. Cleudening,  Spokane, Wash.  Dear Sir: 
“I am anxious to meet Mr. Charles Sweeney on import 
“ant business about an Alaskan copper mine. 
“I go east to New York & Washington about January 
“5.  Will he be in Spokane by that time?  I could 
“stop then and see him, – or will I be able to meet 
“him in the east.  Wont you advise me how I can 
“certainly meet him.  James Wickersham” 
Dr. Queoli examined Debbies lungs this 
afternoon and pronounced her afflicted with 
tuberculosis & advises a warm climate at 
once. 
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 Dec. 24th  
Dr. Hill examined Debbies lungs and gives 
us much more hope than Dr. Queoli 
 - Dec. 26.- 
Visited Buckley – went to see Jennie 
her new husband and bright home, & 
spent Sunday with mother. 
 -31st- 
Went to Olympia yesterday to prepare 
opinion in Fish & Hemple as the cause 
involved a careful search of the Texas repts 
which I could not get anywhere else. 

Sent my quarterly account in to Atty. Genl. 
today.  $270.75. 
 Jany 8th 

We left Tacoma on the 5th via 
N. P. Railway & tonight we are in 
St Paul at the  Ryan Hotel.  Capt. 
D. H. Jarvis, Collector of Customs 
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for Alaska come on same train but 
recd. telegram out at Wadena to come 
to Duluth – that George A Shea, of Nome 
is there sick. – he came on to St Paul 
but was to go back tonight..  Telegraphed 
ahead and Mr. McLean of Minneapolis 
Journal met us at that city & we renewed 
our pleasant Alaskan acquaintance 
with him.  Reporter of St. Paul Globe 
came to see me for interview – will rehash 
Ledger interview. 
 -Jany 9th- 
Am disgusted with the result of the 
“Globe” interview.  This paper “roasted” the 
Subcommittee (Nelson, Dillingham, Burnham 
& Patterson) on their alleged report against 
territorial government, in an editorial 
yesterday, & mutilated my interview so 
as to help out their vicious editorial. 
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went over to Minneapolis today 
with Holman & took lunch with McLean 
of the  Journal.  He came back to St Paul 
with me & I gave (loaned) him many of my 
Mt. McKinley pictures to illustrate a repub 
-lication of his Alaska letters, which I 
strongly urged upon him.  He urged me 
to be a candidate for delegate from Alaska 
- and I told him I would be if I could see 
any chance of success.  I also explained 
about the “Globe” interview – think he intends 
to give me a notice on Monday- 
Left St Paul tonight at 8:30 on C. 
M. & St. P.  Did not see Sweeney!! 
 -10- 
In Chicago – 2 hours between trains 
Visited Auditorium to look for Sweeney 
but he had not been three.  I am very 
much disappointed not to meet him 
for I spent day in St Paul for that purpose 
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 -12th- 
We reached Washington yesterday evening 
& put up at “Raleigh”.  Have seen no one 
& will go over to New York tonight. 
 -13th- 
We left Washington yesterday at noon 
& reached New York last night – put up 
at the “Imperial” – 32nd and Broadway 
Went down town today & met Stephen 
Birch at 45 Bdway.  He introduced me 

- 6 - 



Alaska State Library – Historical Collections   Diary of James Wickersham 
MS 107 Diary 7   September 17, 1903 to July 31, 1904 

to Mr. Ralph and a Mr. Schultz – both 
of whom he tells me are interested in his 
copper enterprise at Valdez.  Went to 
lunch with him and a mining expert by the 
name of Keller – at down town Delmon 
-ico – below Wall St.  Also called on 
Walter Boardman & asked him to 
inform his wife (nee Mary Smith of 
Tacoma) that Mrs. Wickersham was 
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at Imperial & would like to see her. 
Mr. Ralph invited Mrs. W  & me to take  
dinner with him afterward & go to the 
theatre with him afterward – we will go 
I was rather amused at poor Mr. Shultz 
- the Helm interests have caused his arrest 
for conspiracy or something of that kind 
in connection with their copper litigation 
& he is dreadfully nervous about it – 
he wanted to talk & show me clippings 
about the case – but I declined to 
look or listen – he seems scared! 
Had a delightful supper with Mr. Ralph 
& Birch in the Waldorf-Astoria cafe – 
& then went to the “New Amsterdam” theatre 
 -14th- 
Spent the forenoon with Mrs. W  in 
shopping.  Met Phil. Ceasar on 
Bd.way & called on Whitcomb with him. 
Called on Mr. Frank D. Arthur & then 
on Walter Boardman.  Went out 
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see Bar Assoc. building with Mr. 
Wm M. ?Turner (Arthurs partner) & to 
Broadway theater with Birch & Mr.  
Ralph. 
 -15th- 
Went over to Waldorf-Astoria early this 
morning and met Mr.           Milbourn –a 
lawyer from Buffalo who is just now coming 
to New York – he is the Milbourn at whose home 
in Buffalo. Pres. McKinley died.  Also met 
Senator Patton of B. Penn. (state senator) 
but a friend of Quays.  Went downtown 
& went with Birch – took  dinner  with him 
& the two younger Havemyers at the Midday(?) 
Club.  Called on Burleigh – but found 
he was out – visited with his son a half 
hour.  Went out home early & found 
Walter & Mary Boardman visiting Mrs. W. 
Went to a dinner at the University Club 
given by Mr. William M. Turner - 
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present Judges Clark and Scott of 
Sup. Ct. Arthur.  ?Turner ? we had 
a splendid dinner. Mrs. W. went  
to dinner with Birch & Mr. Ralph at Delmon 
=icos and to theater – Criterion. 
 -16th- 

Left New York early – on Penn. Ry and 
came to Annapolis via Odenton.  Darrell 
is in fine health and spirits.  Will grad 
=uate Feb. 1 & go west (probably) with his 
mother.  Took rooms at Maryland Hotel. 
 -17th- 
Sunday.  Darrell spent most of the day 
with us at the Maryland – he is getting his new 
uniforms to. and expects to go to the Pacific 
station.  He wants on the “Tacoma” and I 
will go to the Dept. and ask for that assignment. 
Trip over here is stupid.  Col Gadd 
Mr. Meloin? are the only ones I know - 
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 -18th- 
Came over to Washington – rooms 
46 B. St. N.E. & take our meals 
with Jones. M.C. from Washington & 
Sammons at 32 B. St. 
 -19th- 
Called & met Cushman at House, 
- & introduced to Speaker Cannon 
& others.  Called on Foster, also – he 
is frankly pleasant.  Went with 
Sammons & others to see two Japs 
wrestle – new physical culture school 
- in charge of Sam. Hill – son-in-law 
of J. J. Hill of Great Northern.  Met 
Senator Foster there – also saw Ed & 
Everett Hale.  Met Senator Clapp 
of Minn. also Dolliver of Iowa 
& Gov. Cummins of same state. 
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 -20th- 
Went with Stephen Cushman to 
see Sec. of Navy Moody, who referred 
us to Capt. McRea – who assured us that 
there was no reason why Darrell should 
not be assigned to the cruiser “Tacoma” 
Afterwards went with Stephen Birch to 
see Commander Winslow – attache to 
President. who said Darrell would be 
assigned to the “Tacoma” – and given all 
the work he could do.  Birch brought a 
letter to Winslow from the Havemyer boys 
- whose brotherinlaw Winslow is. 
 -21- 
Dinner tonight at Raleigh with Judge 
Johnson, Capt. Jarvis, Lt. Bertholf and 
Walter E. Clark, newspaper correspondent. 
Later took Debbie to the National Theater 
to see the “Marriage of Kitty”. 
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 -22- 
Went to the Geological Survey today - & 
took lunch with Brooks, Hayes, Rizer 
& others.  They declare my picture of Mt. 
McKinley the finest ever taken, & specially 
suggest that it be sent to the St Louis Ex 
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as part of the Alaska exhibit.  Also 
went to Senate Chamber and met Senator 
Fairbanks – he invited Mrs. W. & me to dinner 
with them at their residence after we return 
from Annapolis - & Col. Ramsdell, Sarg 
eant at Arms of the Senate invited me to a 
dinner tomorrow night when the Sub-Com 
which went to Alaska will again meet 
- at Col. Ramsdells house – Will go if 
I can get release from Sammons theater party. 
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 -23 24rd   -  
Took dinner last night (23) with 
Col. Ramsdell (Daniel M.) at his home 
on B. St. N.E. #130.  Present Senators 
Nelson, Dillingham,. Burnham 
and Patterson – Sub.Com. which 
visited Alaska this summer – also 
Mr. John Hayes. and Mr.         Johnson 
secretaries of Sen. Beveridge and 
Patterson.  Mr. Dr. Ramsdell – 
son of the Col – and I – had a fine 
dinner – then reminiscences of Alaska 
& cards & cigars – a delightful evening. 
Millard & wife called on Mrs. W – 
& I at our rooms  but we were out. 
Mrs. W- went with the Sammons to 
see the “Red Feather”. last night 
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 25- 
Visited Dept. of Justice with Marshal Perry 
this morning to settle Valdez courthouse ground 
matter – before Asst. Atty. Genl. Russell 
who agreed to reserve the property we want. 
Visited State Dept. and consulted with 
Fredk. Van Dyne, author of “Citizenship of 
the United States” about Russian citizens = 
“In re John Minook”  He gave me no 
aid.  Jarvis left for west today & 
Dr. Cabell Whitehead reached town. 
Have not been able to see the Atty General 
yet – nor the President. 
 -26- 
Spent the day sightseeing and 
working in department – went to the 
theater – “Maxine Elliot” – we took 
Mr. & Mrs. Sammons, Miss Sammons 
& Mrs. “Yakima” Jones -- 
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 -27- 
Called on Senator Burnham about 
“Appeal Bill” – at his request – he gave 
me new bill for hearing appeals from 
Alaska at Seattle & I will redraft 
it for him.  Debbie went to Annap 
=olis at noon today.  Visited Comr. 
of Indian Affairs about Russian 
half breed citizenship in Alaska – 
also Col. Clay,  General Agent of 

Dept. of Justice.  Saw Rosewe[?] of 
N. W. Com. C. of Siberia & Capt. 
Lewis tonight.  Dr. Whitehead 
of Nome in town 
 -28th- 
Went over to the National Museum 
& Smithsonian Museum this morning 
to interview Prof. Mason and Prof. 
Dall in relation to citizenship 
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of the Russian creoles & “Settled tribes” 
- could not find Dall & must go again. 
Returned bill to Senator Burnham 
about Alaska appeals – he asked 
me to examine & report on it for 
him – which I did.  At 3 oclock 
went to see Count Cassini, the 
Russian embassador about the 
Russian citizens & “settled tribes” – 
found him a very pleasant and agreeable 
man – of the Bismark type – and willing 
to aid me and much interested in the matter 
He and his aid examined the book of 
instructions issued in 1844 to the 
Russian American Co. fixing the status 
of the people from the Aleutians to Sitka 
and assure me that it is official and 
that all the people and tribes therein 
mentioned as citizens are {were} such under 
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the Russian laws – their opinion is 
that they became citizens of the U.S. 
under the treaty of cession.  They will 
probably have more to say about the 
matter by correspondence. 
Took dinner tonight with Capt. F. S. 
Lewis, at the New Willard.  He is 
the promoter of the new railroad up the 
Solomon from Port Safety near Nome, 
& is a wealthy man.  He offered to aid 
me in developing my Fairbanks mines. 
I also met Col. Morrison and a 
mining man from Cape Prince of Wales 
Is. – who is interested on Mt. Andrew. 
Morrison is an old Washington states 
man.  If I can make arrangements 
for money will abandon the judgeship 
Have not make $1500. per year out 
of it – nothing but honor & worry!! 
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 -29th- 
Took lunch at “Harveys” – oysters – with 
Dr. Whitehead;, Capt. D. H. Jarvis – Thatcher 
and Frank Hunter of Seattle.  Recd. call 
from Lt. Emmons, U.S.N. retired & did 
not see him – went to his hotel – the 
“Ebbitt” – but he was out. 
 -30th- 
Called on Lt. Emmons today & had 
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a long talk about the status of the 
natives on the south coast of Alaska. 
Will go with him next Wednesday to 
call on Prof. Mason of Nat. Museum & 
Dr. Dall – consultation about the 
civilized or settled tribes.  Came over 
to Annapolis on noon train – Debbie 
& Darrell O.K.  Graduation Monday 
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 -31st- 
Sunday – Darrell was with us most 
of the day.  He is perfectly happy and 
entirely satisfied – as we are, too, with his 
position in the class.  The dismissal 
of Little, for hazing advance Darrell 
one number – he stood 25 – but now 
24, out of a class of 62.  The class 
originally had 97 students, but 35 
fell by the wayside – and but 62 
graduate – and out of this number 
47 graduate – Darrell amongst 
them – “with credit” – the highest per 
=centage since the Civil war.  It 
is said to be the best graduating class 
- judged by their ratings in forty years. 
Have met the Stuarts – “Jeb’s” family 
and the McCrackens – They are 
“Vi-ginians” –“sah”- 

Diary 7, 1904 
february01a 

 February 1 
Well, Darrell has graduated and 
is out of the Naval Academy!! 
The graduation exercises took place 
in the new “Armory” – Sec. of the Navy 
Moody delivered the diplomas.  Chap 
=lain Clark delivered a prayer.  Gover 
=nor Warfield made a short address 
- & then Moody made a fine but short 
address and delivered the diplomas 
All the other cadets were in line in the 
back or main part of the hall & kept 
up a continual yell for each boy as he 
was called up and presented to the Sec. 
Darrell is the tallest boy in his class- 
We are entirely pleased with his success. 
He is coming to take lunch with us and go 
to the matinee to see “Floradora.” 
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We went to the ball at the “Armory” – at 
9 p.m.  The usual rickety “carriage” such as 
can only be found in Annapolis – a quarter 
of a century behind times – A Mrs. Iglehart 
- being without a carriage accompanied us – 
a beautiful, clear, wintry night – full moon 
and every thing covered with snow.  The great 
new Armory building was ablaze with electric 
lights – 600 handsomely dressed officers and 
midshipmen, and a great number of beautif 
=ully dressed girls and ladies – the Marine band 

- decorations of flags, cannon hidden in 
flowers and palms – life, light, beauty and 
manly strength – it was a rare grand ball – 
and Darrell actually danced twice with a 
Miss May of Tazewell, Va – at the special 
instance and request of “Pat” and “Jeb “ – He 
fell from the order of Red Mikes - bulldozed 
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 -2nd- 
Every body who could left Annapolis 
We came over to Washington on the noon 
train – Darrel – Green, Treadwell & 
other boys came over – and loads of girls, 
- some young and some older – as they 
call them “college widows”. 
 -3rd- 
Went to see Lt. Emmons but he was gone. 
Called on Mr. Lacey, M.C. of Iowa and 
he was very pleasant and invited us to 
dinner with him tomorrow night, - accepted. 
Long talk with Millard, - agreeable – and 
was invited by Cushman to appear before 
the House Com. on Territories on Monday. 
Got my suit from the Raleigh & wrote 
Birch about map to Chitsiah creek – 
Debbie sick tonight, with another 
chill. 
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 -4th- 
Called today with Dr. Whitehead 
& met Secretary of the Treasury Shaw, 
also Asst. Secs. Taylor and Armstrong. 
Mrs. W  and I took dinner with 
Major and Mrs. Lacey at the Riggs 
Dr. Whitehead made the 5th member. 
They talked to me about my reapp 
=ointment and urged me to go and see 
the Atty General and President. 
I told them about Hubbards scheme 
to divide my district – and with Alex 
MacKenzie, Helm, et. al. to get a 
judge of their own to exploit – the 
copper mines and railroad  at Valdez. 
Alex. MacKenzie was in town a few days 
ago. 
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 -5th- 
Congressman Jones went to the Interior 
Department with me today – found 
that the Secretary had decided the 
Jeresich – Gig Harbor land case in 
my favor on Jany 9th.  Met Sec 
Hitchcock and had a pleasant 
talk with him about Alaska. 
Have been Jeresichs attorney in this 
case since 1887.  We will now 
be entitled to a patent – then will have 
to fight a suit as trustees. 
 -6th- 
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Went to see the Attorney General 
today.  Found out that he was going 
to Florida tonight –so went alone. 
His private secretary Long informed me 
that he was out, but I asked if I might 
not sit down and wait for him.  He 
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said I might & I sat.  In five minutes 
Russell, who has Alaskan matters in 
hand came in, and stood with me & talked 
and waited.  Soon Long went in 
{to the Atty Generals room} and when 
he returned said that we – motioning to 
Russell and I – might go in – I offered 
to wait for Russell but he said no for 
us both to go in.  I paid my respects 
talked of Alaska generally and the 
size of my district – Solicitor General 
Hoyt came in and we four discussed the 
climate and agricultural possibilities of 
Alaska.  It seemed to me that Russell 
& Hoyt were purposely brought into the 
interview for fear I would undertake to  
talk “shop” – but I did not once give 
an opening for anything of the kind. 
He was very pleasant, and agreeable 
and but seemed to know nothing about 
Alaskan matters       I was very well  
satisfied, though, with the interview. 
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 -7th- 
Sunday – Took dinner today with 
Mr & Mrs. Ralph C. Haynes – Keunesaw 
Ave. who are Springfield friends.  Her 
father Mr. Saunders of Springfield also present. 
We also called on the Millards at 
their boarding house on 14th St. 
 -8th- 
Appeared before the House Comt. on Teri 
=tories today and talked from 10:30 to 12. 
on Alaska.  Opposed territorial government 
- advocated building wagon and railroad 
&c.  Went to theater tonight with Debbie 
& Darrell took Miss Maud Purenton 
- his Tacoma school teacher.  Took 
lunch today at Capital with Cushman 
& Millard.  Also called on W. W. Jer 
=mane, who expects McLane of Minneapolis 
Journal here soon 
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 -9th- 
Talked another hour to the Com. on Territories 
today – finished my statement which 
was a full presentation of Alaska  
matters – what is and what is not wanted, 
from Congress.  My statements were taken 
down in shorthand and I am to edit 
them for printing.  Upon the close of my 
remarks the chairman, Edward L. Hamilton 

of Michigan, publicly and in the name of the 
Com. thanked me for my efforts, and paid me 
a high and very gratifying compliment. 
I presented him – not a compliment – but one 
of my fine enlarged photographs of Mt. McKinley 
All the Alaska men were there – Harlan, 
Millard, Mackenzie, Dam, Ballaine, 
&c.  War news today Japan v. Russia. 
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 -10th- 
Went with Senator Foster to call 
on the President.  He received calls 
in a cheap addition to the west of 
the Whitehouse, and connected thereto 
by a long low one story hallway. 
It is a poor brick and mortar 
quarters spread out toward the 
War & Navy Bld - and just 
sufficiently valuable and attractive 
to spoil with lawn.  After 
waiting a short time we were ushered 
into a large plainly furnished room  
occupied by a large table (around 
which the cabinet gathers) and many 
inquiring constituents.  The president 
was busy making the rounds from 
one to another trying to make the 
last one believe that he was just 
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a little more pleased to see him  
than the former.  We were near the 
last, and as Senator Quarles and 
Senator Foster stood together, just 
before he reached us the President 
motioned them to go into his private 
office, where I accompanied them. 
Soon the President came in and we 
gave way to Senator Quarles who 
had his say and went out.  I was 
introduced and we all sat down. 
The President is a strenuous and 
rapid talker, and began at once 
to ask questions and answer them. 
He was much interested in the big 
Kodiak bear.  I finally told him 
that I had a picture of Mt. McKinley 
which I offered to give him – He 
very kindly accepted it and said 
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he would hang it on his office wall. 
He volunteered to remark that every 
Alaskan official had been accused 
of every crime imaginable, to murder. 
but laughingly referred to his experience 
on the Little Missouri in an early day, 
and said that notwithstanding these 
charges he thought Alaskan officials 
came up to the average.  He was really 
goo natured but talked of everything else 
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than conditions in Alaska.  He is not 
as ugly as the pictorial papers and 
his photographs make him appear. 
     Debbie and Darrell left me 
tonight at 5:40 for California over 
the Penn. Ry.  I am sick tonight 
and keep the trail to the toilet 
warm. 
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 -12th- 
Took photo. of Mt McKinley 
down for framing for the president. 
Am out of patience with the 
Department of Justice and am 
ready to fight.  They are still 
investigating Col. Grigsby the 
district Attorney at Nome, and 
have been investigating him for 
a year and a half.  For more 
than two years Nome scandals 
have prevailed, but the Dept. of 
Justice seems incompetent to manage 
them.  What the department needs 
is a hell of a roasting, and I am 
about in a mood to do it. 
     Went to theater tonight with 
Congressman Wm Sulzer, of N.Y. 
and party of his friends.  Called 
on General Graley, but not in. 
Also at Dept. of Justice but no 
body there.  Sick and out of 
sorts today.  Had talk with 
Judge Ballinger of Seattle & told 
him to go ahead and tie Senator 
Ankeny up for Balliett if he 
could -  
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 -Friday-     -12th- 
Remained at room all day editing 
my statements and testimony before the 
House Com. on Territories on last Monday 
and Tuesday.  Senator Hanna is 
reported very sick.  Received an 
invitation to take lunch with 
Senator Fairbanks on Sunday. 
 -13th- 
Sent Pres. Roosevelt copy nicely framed 
of Mt. McKinley picture – photograph, 
which he promised me should hang on 
the wall in his office.  Went to the 
Department of Justice and called on 
Russell – one of the head clerks or assistant 
atty. genls. and asked for a copy of the tel 
=egram which was sent on July 3rd to 
Col. Grigsby at Seattle, asking 
Judge Moore to review the Marshal 
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Richards case.  Recd. that and 
two other communications on that subject 

and examined the papers in the case.  In 
going through them I found a letter 
dated Febry. 1903, written by George 
Grigsby at Nome to his father, the District 
Attorney, who was then in Washington fighting 
me, detailing his success in fighting certain 
gambling cases in home.  He frankly states 
that Marshal Richards aided him to fix 
the jury in both cases, whereby they convicted 
the gamblers.  I exhibited the letter to the 
clerk who was assisting me in going through 
the record and asked him for a copy of it, 
but he desired first to submit the matter 
to Russell.  I went back after lunch 
and he informed me that Russell refused 
to give me the copy on the ground that 
it was a personal letter accidentally 

Diary 7, 1904 
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in the record.  I called his attention to the 
fact that it was enclosed in an official wrapper 
in the official files and in charge of the proper 
official and related exclusively to official 
matters.  But he refused to give me the copy. 
I then requested him to retain it in his 
possession.  The substance of the 
paragraph about fixing the juries was, 
“The Marshal aided me in securing 
the jury and stood in with me.” 
Those are not the words – but the sense. 
     Also called and Met Taylor the 
examiner who reported on Nome matters 
 in 1902, and Asst. Atty Genl. Pradt.  I 
intend to make a formal written demand 
for the Grigsby letter on Monday and also 
ask for an opportunity to state my views 
and facts on the Richards case on 
Tuesday. 
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 -Febry 14th- 
Sunday.  Was invited to take lunch with 
Senator Fairbanks (1800 Mass. Ave) today – 
They have a large & splendid home: met Mrs. 
Fairbanks, son and daughter & spent two hours 
with them most delightfully.  Mrs. Hemenway, m.c. 
from Indiana called while I was there, with 
Mr. Hoggatt, of S.E. Alaska, but I was 
specially invited to remain when they left. 
We talked Alaska, and Mrs. F. and the 
daughter particularly did not tire of my des 
=criptions.  They gathered around – all four 
like four interested children and we all 
talked.  They had a very modest but elegant 
lunch & I greatly enjoyed my visit.  They 
kindly invited me to dinner on Tuesday & greatly 
regretted that Debbie & Darrell had gone. 
Have worked in room rest of day on letters 
to the Dept. about Nome criticisms. 
Wrote to Debbie tonight 
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 -15- 
Went to Dept. of Justice this morning 
and called on Solicitor General Hoyt, and 
presented him this letter: 
“The Attorney General, 
 Washington, DC. 
“Sir, In examining the papers on file in the department 
of Justice in the matter of the proceedings against U.S. 
Marshal Richards, at Nome, for contempt of court, on last 
Saturday I saw among them a letter written by Deputy 
District Attorney George Grigsby, dated February 1903, 
addressed to Melvin Grigsby, the district attorney at 
Nome, and devoted to a detailed report upon {the} public 
in that office at that place.  The letter contains a state 
=ment to the effect that the Marshal had then recently at 
home fixed two juries for the prosecution by the aid 
of which the defendants had been successfully convicted, 
and as I desired immediately  to address a commun 
=ication to the department of Justice upon that practice 
at Nome I asked the official in charge for a copy of the 
letter.  He refused to give it to me upon the ground that 
it was a private communication.  As the letter was in 
the public files, was backed as a public document, was 
from one public official to another and related to 
public matters, it seems not to be private, and I 
respectfully request that a copy be given to me for 
use before the department of Justice. 
 Respectfully, James Wickersham 
  District Judge of Alaska 
Mr. Hoyt immediately asked me what official 
had refused to give me the copy and I told him 
Mr. Russell.  He went into Mr. Russells room 
& was gone ten minutes or more and returned. 
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He said that upon inspection he was inclined 
to agree with Mr. Russell that the letter was 
being from father son to father – “But”, I said 
“the son is also deputy Dist. Atty. at Nome & the 
father is Dist. Atty.”  He answered – “Well you 
don’t need it anyway – you have seen it and 
know what it contains”  He admitted that it 
contained the expression,, of in effect, that my 
letter stated, and said “these people wont 
worry you much longer anyway” – a plain 
intimation that Grigsby is to be removed.  In 
short he refused to give me a copy of the letter. 
He said, however, that the department appreciated 
the difficulties that I had experienced at Nome, that 
I had done a good work” &c – but no copy of the letter, 
though he distinctly admitted that the letter was 
correctly characterized in my letter.  Upon his 
refusal to give me the copy I presented 
him with the original of which the follow 
=ing is a copy- 
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The Attorney General, Washington D.C. 
Sir:  My term of office as district judge of {in} Alaska 
expires on June 5, 1904.  I expect to leave for Eagle City 

and Fairbanks, points far in the interior of Alaska, 
about the last of this week, and cannot thereafter make 
any statement to the department prior to the expir 
=ation of my term.  I desire to address a communica 
=tion to you in relation to the administration of justice 
in Alaska with special reference to matters in my 
court, and at the time of its delivery I wish to make 
a brief personal statement as judge of the district 
court of Alaska.  It is understood that the Attorney 
General is overwhelmed with more important matters, and 
cannot personally hear and {or} consider such statements, 
therefore I request that on Thursday, Febry 18, I may be per 
=mitted to meet Solicitor General Hoyt and Asst. Attorney 
General Day, at the department, and deliver to them person 
-ally the communication and statement suggested. 
I also request that Mr. Russell, and Mr. Taylor, special 
examiner, be present, and also a stenographer to take 
such questions as may be asked me and my answers thereto. 
Will you kindly notify me at your earliest convenience if 
my request is granted. Respectfully, 
James Wickersham, District Judge Alaska. 
     Mr. Hoyt read the letter and promptly assured 
me that I should be heard in full at that time. 
I thanked him and left the department. 
     Stephen Birch from New York is here 
today at the Raleigh, - working for me. 
Telegraphed to Heilig today to 
adjourn court to March 21st. 

Diary 7, 1904 
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Senator Marcus A. Hanna died. 
this evening at the Arlington Hotel. 
I took dinner tonight with Hoggatt 
& Birch at the New Willard. 
 -16th- 
Took dinner this evening with Senator 
& Mrs. Fairbanks & talked Alaska. 
Worked on my communication to the 
Dept. of Justice, - expect to criticise 
the Dept. and may have a row – but it is 
time that it quit aiding jury fixing!! 
McLain of Minneapolis Journal 
is here and called – but was out. 
 -17th- 
Worked all day on my communication 
to the Dept. of Justice – done & will del 
=iver it tomorrow.  P. J. Coston of Nome 
is also here and agrees to go up with me 
& substantiate my story.  He knows 
the facts so he says- 
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 -18th- 
Went to Dept. of Justice at 10 a.m. with 
P. J. Coston : read a communication 
in presence of Solicitor Genl. Hoyt, Asst. Atty. 
Genl. Day, Russell & Taylor, placing the 
blame for “padding” accounts and “jury packing” 
at Nome on the Dept. of Justice.  This 
afternoon called on McLain, of Minneapolis 

- 12 - 



Alaska State Library – Historical Collections   Diary of James Wickersham 
MS 107 Diary 7   September 17, 1903 to July 31, 1904 

Journal – Major Lacey, of Iowa.  Lena 
Walton, Nome, is at the Raleigh Hotel. 
My interview at the Dept. was very satisfactory 
- Hoyt & Day are  my friends & supporters 
& Russells knife is both longer & sharper 
for the blame of failing to support the 
judge at Nome is at his door.  They 
both told him he was wrong - & he wont 
forgive me for it.  Hoyt asked me if I 
was not going to accept a reappointment 
complimented me highly - & asked me for the petitions 
& Alaska endorsments & took them personally. 
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 -19th- 
Visited with McLain, Minneapolis Journal 
today.  Wrote letter to Dept. asking for 
authority to build courthouse at Fairbanks 
Lunch with Brewster & Walter Clark 
at the New Willard. 
 -20th- 
Birch is back to the Raleigh- 
I moved down there today that I might 
have more time before I go away. 
 -21st- 
Wrote long letter to Debbie & Birch 
& I went out to Commander Winslows 
to Dinner.  Mrs Winslow is {was} a Havemyer 
and of course every thing was accordingly. 
Commander Winslow the Naval attache 
to the President, &c. 
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 -22nd- 
Spent much of the day in the Capitol 
with Cushman & others  Assisted Cushman 
with Alaska bills & rewrote the bills 
prepared both by him and Senator Nelson 
for election of delegate on lines suggested 
in my testimony before House Com. on Terry’s. 
Dinner this evening with Major & Mrs 
Lacey & Mr. & Mrs Brewster at the 
Riggs House. 
 -23rd- 
Was admitted to practice before the Sup. 
Court of the United States today – Major 
Lacey – M. C. from Iowa moved my  
admission.  Invited to lunch with Sen 
=ator Burnham – went up to the Senate 
chamber to meet him & as he and Senator 
Foster came out with me Senator Perkins 
of California came out and was introduced 
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He was very cordial and spoke in a 
highly complimentary way of my work in 
Alaska – said the people in Alaska from 
Cal – were all pleased with me – and that 
he was also – that I was one of his constituents 
&c.  I was also introduced to Senator Gallinger 
of Vt. and Senator Petters of Alabama. 
These greetings were so highly satisfactory 

to Senator Foster that he actually thawed out 
and declared that I must be reappointed 
- in Senator Burnhams presence, who 
informed him that the four Senators compri 
=sing the Senate Sub-Com. on Territories that 
went to Alaska last summer had long 
since agreed to that!  Wrote Senator 
Foster letter in favor of naming the big 
glacier on north side of Mt McKinley the 
“Hanna” glacier – and asking Hanna’s 
friends in the Senate to look after it. 
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Brewster – Major Laceys son-in law 
took dinner with me & we went to see “Mrs 
Wiggs of the Cabbage Patch” – at the theatre. 
 -24th 
Spoke to Cushman about an endorsment 
for reappointment & he promptly said it ought 
to be done & wrote out a brief letter to the 
President & went to see W. P. Jones.  M. C 
from Yakima – he signed it & then Cushman 
I then went to see Foster (Senator) who also 
signed it.  Foster told me that Walter 
Christian had asked him not to do so and 
had suggested Joe. Easterday – but Foster 
shook his head & said Joe would not do. 
Gave the endorsment to Walter E. Clark, 
correspondent New York Sun & Seattle “P-I.” 
who agreed to get Humphrey (Seattle M.C) 
to sign & then to get Cushman to present 
it to Ankeny (Senator) for his signature. 
Do not know whether either of them will 
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sign it or not, but I am much pleased 
that Jones & Foster had the courage to 
“stand up”.  Cushman was never in doubt. 
Left Washington at 5:40 p.m. over the 
Penn. Ry. for Chicago.  Am well satisfied 
with the sum total of my trip to Washington 
- it seems to me as if I will be reappointed 
judge now – and that all that is left to my 
enemies is to scandalize and blackmail 
me with false affidavits after I am in 
Alaska and not able to answer. 
 -25- 
All day on train toward Chicago – Mr. & 
Mrs. G. G. Perry on train with me – We 
arrived in Chicago at 9. p.m & I went 
to the “Auditorium Hotel”, had a bath & 
went to bed. 
 -26- 
Loafed all day at Auditorium – nothing 
doing.  Perrys went on to Dubuque. 
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 -27th - 
Sightseeing around Chicago and called 
on Sodenberg and other Alaskan people. 
Leave tomorrow evening – first train 
for west. 
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 -28th- 
Leave tonight at 6:30 for Tacoma over 
C. M. & St. P.  Will not stop until I 
reach Tacoma.  Sodenberg called & I 
met his father, Dave Lane & others. 
They are here assisting in an arbitration 
of a claim on Anvil Creek, Nome, which 
it is alleged one Anderson staked for 
the Swedish Mission, but which he 
fraudulently appropriated to his own use. 
 -29th- 
St. Paul.  Called on West Pub. Co.  Paid my 
bills & bought some other books – also paid 
for them.  Left for West at 10:15 on the 
West Coast Limited. 

Diary 7, 1904 
march02and03 

 March 2nd 
Arrived in Tacoma tonight – went to 
the “Donnelly Hotel” telegraphed ahead 
for mail but none here.  Also teleg 
=raphed ahead from Livingston, Mont. 
& had Mr & Mrs Lake France & the babies 
meet me at Spokane – also telegraphed 
to Charles Sweeney – but he was not there 
Left pck. of copper specimens with Lake 
to be delivered to him & will write him. 
 -3rd- 
Mail.  Four letters from Debbie – she is 
in good spirits & no worse in health.  Darrell 
has gone to his ship – the U.S. cruiser “Tacoma” 
at Mare Island, S. F.  Wrote long letter to 
Debbie.  Saw Fred. Crouch.  D. O. Smith 
took lunch with me. 
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 -4th- 
Nan and her troubles – ended very 
well – Took dinner with Mr & Mrs. 
D. O. Smith & son Harold – who 
wants to go to Annapolis.  Am 
to talk to Perkins of the Ledger” & have 
written to Cushman for him. 
Went to theater – Grand opera – Shay – 
 -5- 
Spent the forenoon settling Jeresich 
case – Gig Harbor land case – Got my 
deed for 50 acres - $1250 – am to 
give George T. Reid five acres of it. 
Felix Pedro, discoverer of “Fairbanks 
Alaska mines to see me.  Am going 
over to Seattle tonight. 
 -6th- 
Went over to Seattle last night – staid 
at Rainer-Grand – met Mr. Harlan – will 
go to Alaska on 10th on the Dolphin. 
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Met Col. Perkins, who called on me at 
the hotel – as did also, Dick. Ryan, 
Tom. Noyes, George Jeffry, and others. 
Perkins talked politics, and I think is a 

candidate for governor.  Tommy Noyes 
(who with his mother & sister owns the Rainer-Grand”), 
talked about a bank at Valdez & one at Fair 
=banks.  Am to go back in a day or two & 
talk to them more about it.  Recd. telegram 
on my return to Donnelly Hotel, Tacoma 
tonight from Barnette, who is now in Seattle. 
 -10th- 
Spent the last three days in getting 
things arranged – Wrote Debbie & 
got the Jeresich matters all settled 
up.  Left Seattle this morning 
on the “Dolphin” for Skagaway – 
Organized the “Fairbanks Banking 
Co.” under laws of State of Washington 

Diary 7, 1904 
march12and13 

 -12th 
Ketchikan.  Dolphin unloading freight 
& went ashore two hours.  Met Emmett Hunt 
of Hillhurst, George Dyer – barber – of Tacoma 
& others.  Also called on and met Ex. Gov. Swine 
=ford, and had a pleasant interview.  He 
seems friendly enough & suggested that I ought 
to be a candidate for Gov. of Alaska, and not 
for delegate.  He shows signs of  age – but is 
yet a vigorous writer & a hard hitter. 
 -13th- 
Our boat landed at Treadwell & I called 
on McDonald – mgr. and he declared himself 
& all his interests for me for Delegate.  Also 
went over to Juneau – met Judge Brown – and 
Maloney, Shackleford, Tom Lyons & others & 
they all assured me of their strong support 
if the delegate bill passes.  Saw Dr & 
Mrs. Goddard & Mr & Mrs. Wm Berry – 
Crab lunch with Judge & Mrs. Brown 
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 -14th- 
“Dolphin” reached Skagaway at 7:30 a.m. 
We went to 5th Ave. Hotel got our packs 
that Ed. Harlan & Geoghegan left there & 
left on the morning train for Whitehorse 
Met Dautrick – but owing to short time 
no one else – Reached Whitehorse at 
6 p.m. & at 8 p.m. left there on the stage 
for the first post at Tahkeenie river – 18 mi. 
Mr. Harlan & I go – Perry in the morning 
Reached the post on the Tahkeenie at 11 p.m. 
20° below zero when we started - 25° when 
we reached the roadhouse at Tahkeenie. 
 -15- 
We made four posts today – from Tahkeenie 
to Montague – a distance of 84 miles. 
42° degrees below zero when we started. 
Trail is fine and road in good 
condition.  Nine passengers in our 
stage – sled. 

Diary 7, 1904  -16th- 
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Drove from Montague to Minto today 
= 69 miles, - warmer – about 20° below. 
 -17th- 
Minto to Stevens - Here I met Mr. 
& Mrs. Finnie – Nellie Roediger 
- but they went on to Hume’s post for 
the night. 
 -18th- 
From Stevens to Murray Hill hotel 
#33 Dominion Creek.  Telephone 
message from Ed. Orr – am to take 
dinner with Orrs & Roedigers tom 
=orrow evening. 
 -19th- 
Left Murrays on Dominion this morning 
and reached Dawson at 2 p.m. 
Met Orr, Roediger, Johnnie Scott, 
Charley Taylor, &c.  Usual visit from 
reporters, friends & others.  Wrote Debbie 
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Took dinner with the Orrs the Roedigers 
present.  Was invited to meeting of “Eagles” 
 -20th- 
Orr took breakfast with me at “Regina” 
this morning.  Perry & Barnette came 
in on belated stage last night.  We 
left Dawson at 7:30 this morning for 
Eagle, - Harlan & I, McGowan, 
Tozier & Dumbell, with Downing. 
Reached Forty Mile at 5 p.m. “Miners Home” 
Met Charley Joynt there. 
 -21st- 
Left Forty Mile early – bad day but 
the wind at our backs – yesterday in our 
face.  Passed the “Leah” & “Louse” 
in the ice just at the N.A.T. Co.s coal 
mine – frozen in there last fall – 
Reached Eagle at 5 oclock.  Meals 
with Miss Thompson & bed in Perrys house 
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called court in the evening & appointed 
John Conna – of Tacoma – crier. 
 -22nd- 
Wrote letter to Debbie & sent back on 
Downings stage to Dawson.  Court 
met – but the Idleman case being cont 
=inued there is nothing to do – a few small 
unimportant civil cases.  Heard motions, 
naturalized citizens and minor matters today. 
Took dinner with Mr & Mrs. Ensign, Presbyterian 
minister – also present Mr. Harlan & Claypool. 
 -23rd- 
One jury trial today – verdict, and there being 
none other, on account of the collapse of the Idleman 
case, the trial jury was discharged.  Sold my 
interest in the U.S. Rep. (sold to E. M. Barnes) 
to V. L. Bevington for $100. cash.  Collected 
rent of cabin $110.00 to Mch. 1st   Stage 

coming in with mail- Telegram from Henderson 
at Valdez, says Nan arrived there today & will be cared for. 
No mail.  Manley & Barnette arrived & Perry, do. 
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 -March 23 – continued. 
Eagle City is no longer attractive to me.  It seems 
as if I must see Howard in his accustomed places 
and it makes me sad and lonesome.  I will be 
glad to get away for Fairbanks.  Barnette 
& Manley, from Fairbanks, are going in with 
horses and ask me to go with them. 
 -24th- 
Tried jury case yesterday & discharged 
jury – tried customs case today before 
the court – forfeited the goods.  Called 
on Capt. Perkins, Dr. Clayton & Capt. 
Nesmith, & attended Minstrels. 
 -25- 
Left Eagle City – am to travel with Manley 
& Capt. Barnette – put my packs on sled & walked 
on – reached Stam 70 Mile at 1:30 & had lunch 
& reached Sheep Creek at 5.  Feet badly 
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blistered – Sled got in at 7.p.m 
 -26- 
[written on diagonal:] Canary Birds 
From Sheep Creek to Nation rode on the 
sled today as my feet were sore – lying in 
good road house telling yarns with miners 
& Indians – Old Moses from Porcupine- 
 -27- 
Nation to Washington Creek today – bad 
trail – walked 11 miles to N.C. Co. barge 
& then rode rest of way – Fine warm 
weather  - bad trail from here on – 
 -28- 
Left Kuntzs – opposite Washington at 8 oclock 
- very late & reached Charlie Creek at 10:30 
lunch – Left Charlie Creek at 12.m. 
deep snow – bad trail – walked – at 7 p.m. 
we were about 2 miles below Charlie river 
- the horses down – tired – and sled over 
turned.  Manley & Barnette camped 
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on trail for night but I walked 9 miles 
to Coal Creek road house – good bed & 
nights rest – but my feet are swollen 
& sore. 
 -29th- 
Remained at Coal Creek all day – Manley 
& Barnette got in about noon with the team 
about worn out.  During afternoon the 
other teams belonging to Manley & his partners 
got in to Coal Creek – also a dog team 
with a man and woman.  The mail carrier 
came in going to Circle & I have made an 
arrangement to go that far with him – on 
dog sled.  Feet getting better but very 
sore yet.  Kogukuk crowd in – 
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{Richmond, Marlow, Jurey, Johnson. 
 -30th- 
Left Coal creek early with Joe, the mail carrier 
- the Koyukuk fellows ahead, & came on 
to. Bill Elwells place at “30 Mile.” 
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Took lunch at Webbers – but flew by 
as his rabbit stew is even worse than 
last year & the bridal chamber bed 
still lacking fresh boughs.  Elwell 
has a young – but very dirty squaw – in 
keeping with the rest of the rancherie. 
 -31st- 
Left Elwells – 30 Mile RoadHouse 
at. 6 a.m. – storm of wind and rain in our 
faces – snow deep – trails bad.  Barnette 
& Manley cannot get horses through as 
the snow is certainly too deep. Arrived 
at 5. pm at Circle City, and put up at 
Bob. Geis.  Supper at restaurant – the 
Koyukuk men took diner with me & 
I thus paid them for meals at Webbers, 
Elwells and on trail.  Bath in 
Geis kitchen & in a warm bed – my 
feet are nearly well & I feel good - 
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 -April 1- 
Visited friends in Circle today – Fred. Batis 
took dinner with me at “Tanana Restaurant.” 
Claypool.  Geoghegan &                 got in at 
5 oclock & report Barnette & Manly coming 
having left “30 Mile roadhouse” this morning 
with two sleds – single.  They will probably 
be in tomorrow.  Wrote Debbie good letter – 
Spent evening at Fred Bates cabin – Claypool 
Geoghegan – McInroy. Buckley, Bates. 
Enjoyed pictures of Nome, Hanson, Turners, 
Cranes, & others. “Give us a drink bar tender” &c. 
“Bates old Guitar” and songs – a bottle & good 
cheer – Bohemianism buys whisky – but 
nothing else.  Weighed 181 lbs today 
gained on trail – though I walked more 
than half the way from Eagle. 
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 -April 2- 
Capt. Barnette & Manley got in this morning 
from the “Eight Mile Roadhouse” where they passed 
the night.  They brot my pack – but not my 
trunk    They will go back with double enders 
for the rest of their outfit which they left 
at Webbers – where the other teams are 
also stranded. 
 -3- 
Sunday.  A beautiful day.  Will leave 
tomorrow morning with Barnette for 
Fairbanks.  Dinner tonight with Bob 
& Mrs. Geis. – Capt. Barnette,  McInroy 
Claypool & I – guests.  Al. Moranzy 
& Herrington in from Fairbanks today 

with good reports – mines better all the 
time. 
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 -4th- 
Left Circle at 10. a.m. – Capt. Barnette 
with a double ender sled with hay, grain, 
valises &c. on it, and the fine cutter trail 
=ing behind – the whole pulled by the 
Captains horse “Chub”.  Lunch at 
12 Mile & night at “Jump off” - 
24 Miles.  Clear day – warm at 
noon but cold morning & evening. 
Road fine.  Saw pair of red-brown 
birds – like parrots – but think they were 
waxwings.  Canaries everywhere since 
we left Eagle.  Met Dan. Callahan 
going into Circle.  Reports from the 
mines better all the time – and Cleary 
Creek seems best of all.  Claypool 
Geoghegan, & others will follow us next 
Thursday – Roadhouse tonight clean. 
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 -5th- 
From Jump Off to Millers roadhouse 
Find day & good roads.  Am riding 
in Barnettes new cutter – the first one 
ever in the Tanana country – it is tied 
on behind the double ender & I ride in 
it while Barnette straddles the load. 
 -6th- 
Good meals & sleep at Miller Roadhouse. 
Beautiful morning – glorious sunshine 
wild canary birds singing – big band of 
cariboo in sight – good trail – summit of 
Eagle divide – downhill pull – what  
good mining prospects ahead – what 
more can a man – miner – want in Alaska? 
Met Jim Hill, auditor of N.C. & drove with 
dog team on his road to Circle  - met on 
Eagle summit – down to Eagle roadhouse 
for the night. 
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 -7th- 
From Eagle to 12 Mile roadhouse. 
22 miles, good trail – but walked –  
Up 12 Mile glaciers bad - & rode – 
remained at “12 Mile” parlors – cabin 
14 X 16 – 11 men in bunks – hard bed 
-oh yes- they were hard – my sides ache- 
Snowing like – but not blowing 
The 12 Mile Roadhouse is a new one 
built since last spring just in the 
woods below where we camped a year 
ago-  Mr. M. Sickinger, a merchant 
from Dawson is traveling in our company 
He has a horse & sled with trailer & is 
taking in a small stock of goods. 
 -8th- 
Crossed 12 Mile divider – two teams 
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& reached Faith Creek at 5 oclock. 
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Divide trail good – and the Chatnika 
fine – glaciered and hard – all the 
way to Faith.  They tell us here that 
there is much & deep water from here 
on down.  New roadhouse at 
this place.  The one I occupied last 
year is now a stable – thats all 
it was fit for then – 
 -9th- 
Left Faith in good style – but struck 
overflow – water and thin ice. Horses broke 
through – and water high on sleds.  I went 
on with Sickenger hand in hand and broke 
the upper crust, leaving ten inches or a foot 
of water on the heavy under ice.  We continued 
waded – cussed & the overflow got worse 
& more of it.  At dark we were within 
three miles of the Cassiar R. H. (Pauls). 
& we worked very hard to get there - but 

Diary 7, 1904 
april09band10a 

in rain – at 11 oclock at night we were 
on the old trail in the middle of the river 
surrounded by running deep water, with 
everything freezing.  We finally gave up & 
went ashore into the woods & made camp. 
I shoveled two feet of snow for the tent 
to sit on & at 1 oclock we had supper. 
During the day on crossing over long  
stretches of river we took the horses 
through the woods – wading the snow 
& pulled the sleds by hand over the ice. 
Hard camp – but we filled up on hot 
coffee & rice & rolled in our blankets 
& slept fine. 
 -10th- 
Crossed the river at our camp this morning 
with horses on the top ice & pulled our 
sleds down a quarter of a mile & across. 
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Mr. Hess came along with a pair of 
snow shoes – I borrowed them & made 
a “cut off” around the bad overflow which 
kept us back so much yesterday. 
Crossed & recrossed the cut off six 
times on snow shoes – we got to the 
road house – Cassiar – at noon. 
After dinner we “mushed on” to Si’s 
road house.  Bob. Henderson who 
works for Barnette came out today 
& met us just after we were ready to 
cross the cut off.  He had B-s dog team 
& I drove it down to Si’s & rode some 
of the way. 
 -11th- 
We left Si’s roadhouse early this 
morning – took lunch with the Indians 
Guinness & Peter at their roadhouse 
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and reached the Kokomo roadhouse. 
It was a very bad trail – I waded water 
to my Knees half the day – for miles I 
was in the water – running on top of the 
ice –wet all day – walked 18 miles. 
We are told that the trail is now good with 
the exception of one hole – all the way 
to Cleary Creek.   Barnette & I will 
help the teams through that in the morning 
& will then go to Fairbanks with his dog 
team.  Good many teams traveling 
on the river – but roads very bad. 
 -12th- 
Left Kokomo roadhouse early – we helped 
the horses across the last bad waterhole in 
the river & then Barnette & I took the 
dogteam & struck out for Fairbanks. 
We spent an hour on Cleary Creek & I was 
very much surprised & pleased at the 
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evidence of mining that I saw there.  Where 
last spring I saw only a few corner stakes, 
a lone cabin and half dozen prospect holes 
I now saw cabins, homes, stores, & great 
dumps of pay dirt, with a small army of 
busy miners getting out more and preparing 
for the spring clean up.  We took lunch 
with the Barber roadhouse, and a good one it 
was with home canned fruit (from their own 
California ranch) and good coffee.  After 
noon we crossed the Cleary divide – down 
Pedro & Gold Stream, and on into Fairbanks 
at 8 oclock – a distance of 35 or 40 miles 
today.  Mr. Hess had some mail for us – one 
letter (Mch. 8th) from Debbie & one from 
Darrell-  Went to Edgars & had supper 
- bath – and am now going to bed tired 
& sleepy after a long hard trip of 
 400 miles mostly afoot. 

Diary 7, 1904 
april13and14a 

 -13th- 
Barnettes horse & sleds came in this 
evening – also Claypool, Geoghegan, &c 
Rested all day – intend to begin operations 
on courthouse tomorrow-  Many persons 
call – including reporter for “Fairbanks 
News.”  We are to be entertained by the 
A.Bs. at a “smoker” Friday evening. 
Gained weight on trip and now weigh 183. lb. 
 -14th- 
Rented room for office today – on Front St. 
Received telegrams from Eagle City & Valdez 
on business matters there.  Instructed Perry 
to go ahead with Valdez courthouse, & 
Heilig to pay claim of A.C. Co. for material 
for Unalaska jail.  Endeavoring to get 
title to my lot & courthouse & jail site 
arranged with N.C. Co & Barnette. 
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Barnette & Turner agree to confirm but 
I refuse to move until they do it.  As the 
building of the courthouse hangs on their 
action they are acting promptly. 
 -15- 
Telegram today to Harlan asking his judgment 
about whether Valdez courthouse ought to be 
delayed until Congress acts on division bill. 
Think he is suggesting delay to Perry & if he 
is I want people of Valdez to know it!! 
Heard two small applications today in the 
new office on Front St.  Have just returned 
from attending the A.B. “Smoker” – speeches, 
good music, beer & sandwiches.  I, Hess 
& Claypool did the talking – but the real 
pleasure of the evening was the fine music 
- Morgan & three other violinists – piano &c. 
Morgan is a good violinist & Capt. Barnettes 
nephew sings well – good time. 
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 -16th- 
Settled up with Frank Cleary as my 
agent for corner lot for year – he paid 
me $90. bal. and will pay $35 more in full. 
I allowed him $107.50 paid to Jesse Noble 
for digging shaft on my claim off Discovery 
left limit, Cleary, and $165. for work on 
claim on Fish Creek.  This afternoons 
“Fairbanks News.” gave me a good “send-off” 
- a flattering notice for my efforts for the 
territory this winter while in Washington. 
 -17th- 
Sunday – Wrote letters – Debbie, 
Foster – Fairbanks, &c.  Sent C. D. Lane 
telegram saying that estimated output 
this year $4000,000. and urging him to 
come – also letter with 10 photos of 
dumps &c. on Fairbanks & Cleary Creeks 
Dinner with Capt  & Mrs. Barnette 
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 -18th- 
Left Fairbanks early with Frank 
Cleary & Mr. Hess for a visit to the 
creeks.  We walked.  We estimated 
the dumps on Gold Stream & Pedro 
& inquired – the output is fairly 
$50,000.  Took dinner with  
Jerry, at Golden City – four log 
huts - & reached No 1 Below {Cleary Creek} at 
6 oclock.  Saw Willig & Jesse Noble 
& will talk with them in the morning 
My feet are blistered & swollen again 
 -19th- 
Remained all night with Frank Cleary 
at his cabin on No. 1. Below Discovery on 
Cleary Creek.  Small cabin 14 X 18 ft. 
rough floor, dirty walls, sheet iron Yukon 
stove, bacon on the wall, unswept, -  

two bunks covered with only a blanket 
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to sleep on & robe over us for covering 
I slept with Mr. Hess – and nearly froze. 
Tea, muggy bread – bacon & stewed apples 
& musty beef for supper – coffee – muggy 
bread & bacon for breakfast – and it 
tasted good.  Saw Willig and had a 
long talk with him – he will put in a 
fire & I will have Jesse Nobel pan 
in his shaft and come to some conclusion 
about taking up his option.  Also 
went over my claim off Discovery on Cleary 
left limit. – Noble tells me that he found 
4 feet of dirt from 3{c} to 5¢ per pan – 
pay dirt- The claim adjoining above 
is being thoroughly prospected by Mattson 
Mattison.  Ronan & Esterly – they find 
good dirt pretty general – but not rich. 
The rich pay is being found on 
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Discovery & 1-2-3 & 4 below, and 
on the last few days on the side claims 
on the right limit.  Took dinner 
& supper with Jesse Noble & am to stay 
here all night.  Feet are ok today. 
Cleary Creek camp is active & feverish. 
Great dumps of dirt out on Dis. No 1, 
& from there down to 9.  New cabins are 
going up and almost every day now 
shafts are found to reach the “pay” at 
a new point.  Already the pay streak 
is found to be 800 feet or nearly so in 
width at #1. below. 
 -20th- 
With Jesse Noble staking 2nd 
Bench off Discovery Cleary Cr. 
Begun on my N.W. Gov. Stake 1st 
Bench off Dis. left limit thence west 
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up hill – Marked my N.W. Cor. 
1st Bench stake – “N.E. Cor. 2nd 
Bench, Discovery.  April 20, 1904 
Wickersham” – thence up hill 
on line, as near as we could go through 
the woods 330 ft & marked center 
tree stake “N. Center, 2nd Bench 
off Discovery, April 20, 1904 
Wickersham,” – thence up hill 
about 330 ft. to spruce tree squared 
on four sides, & marked “N.W. 
Corner Bench Claim No. 2, Discovery 
April 20, 1904 – Wickersham 
- thence southerly & as near parallel 
to the west line of Bench Claim No 1 
as possible. – We ran south but 
failed to find any  line up hill from the 
SW Cor. of No 1. off Discovery 

Diary 7, 1904 so without marking the SW. cor 

- 18 - 



Alaska State Library – Historical Collections   Diary of James Wickersham 
MS 107 Diary 7   September 17, 1903 to July 31, 1904 
april20c of No 2. off Dis. we went down 

to the SW. cor. of No 1. off Discovery. 
Finding that the second bench off 
No 1. Above Dis. had not been staked 
we began at the S.W. Cor. of No 1. Bench 
of Dis. & the stake marked, “North 
West Corner Stake No 1.A. Side 
Claim” & ran a line south to 
meet the S.W. cor. of the Side claim 
of No. 1 Above Dis – on its west 
line.  On my S.W. corner stake I 
put notice of 2nd Bench off left 
limit of No. 1. Above Dis. as follows: 
“N.E. Cor. 2nd Bench off No 1. above 
Discovery, April 20, 1904, Jas. Wickersham” 
About 800 feet south of my S.W. Cor 
is stake marked on east side as follows 

Diary 7, 1904 
april20d 

“South West Cor. Stake of Bench Claim 
No. 1.” on south side “Center stake 
of fraction between No 1 & No 2 Bench 
Claim on Cleary Creek.” 
On the west side of that stake I wrote “S.E. 
corner of 2nd Bench of No 1. above Discovery 
April 20, 1904, Wickersham-“ 
Then ran west up hill, following a 
plain blazed trail about 660 feet 
- probably more, to a stake made 
by cutting off a spruce tree & squaring 
it four feet above ground – on its south 
face, we could plainly read “N.W. corner 
stake” the rest was obliterated by 
scorching last year in forest fire. 
We then ran north to meet the upper 
line of Bench No 2, Above Dis. 
Marked north side of this stake 

Diary 7, 1904 
april20e 

as follows, “S.W. Corner No 
2 Bench off No1. above Discovery 
left limit.”  April 20, 1904, 
J. Wickersham”.  Then ran north 
to point directly up hill from the 
S.W. Cor. of my 1st Bench off Dis. 
& marked about 660 feet, more or 
or less west, and marked burned 
tree (spruce.) square on four sides. 
On south side marked “N.W. Corner 
2nd Bench off No1. above discovery 
April 20, 1904, J. Wickersham” 
and on the north side marked 
“SW corner 2nd Bench off discovery 
April 20, 1904, Wickersham 
This on line run from N.W Corner 
south – this morning.  Then 
we ran line from upper corner 
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between 2nd Bench of Dis. & 
2nd bench off No 1. above – east 
to the stake at the S.W. corner 

of 1st Bench off Discovery. 
Jesse Noble did all blazing 
and I wrote the notices & record. 
April 20,     James Wickersham 
1904:           All four of my 
posts on No 1. Bench Cl. 
off Discovery are standing 
O.K. writing clear and 
legible. 
Went over this afternoon to Willigs 
on No. 2. Above – to pan & with his 
consent given yesterday took Jesse Noble 
along to assist in doing the panning –  
but he refused today to permit Noble 
to go into the mine.  Could do nothing 
anyway as the mine was too warm from 
the fire – to thaw – but will go over in the 
morning & test the dirt he brings up. 
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Have concluded to do nothing until I 
go in town – and probably not then. 
I don’t like the prospects or his actions. 
     Manley came into camp tonight & 
brought my trunk.  He had a hard time 
with the horses, from Faith Creek down. 
My trunk was a little wet – but not 
enough to hurt.  Got some mail – 
Mrs. Dr. King brought it from Eagle – 
One letter from Debbie – she is not so 
well – one from Darrell scolding like 
a magpie, one from Walter Clark 
about politics in Wash. D.C. &c. 
 -21st- 
Went over to see Hans Austin this morning 
he told me that he did not do the assessment 
work on the “Black Diamond” claim on Fish 
Creek for Pete. Wilson & has no interest 
in the claim – this makes my title perfect. 
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Went up to see Willig – we washed 
up two buckets from No. 2, A. Dis on 
Cleary & got 75¢.  Dinner at Bar 
-bers, & then up Chatham and over to 
Fairbanks.  Met Bill Ewing, col 
ored man, from Tacoma – has lay on 
Discovery, & is making money fast- 
Went down to 3 below – McKinnon 
& Purchas – had supper with them & 
then came up to 2B. – Meehan, Larson 
& McMann & spent night with Cleary. 
Hess is down at Cheesman’s. 
 -22nd- 
Staid all night with Tom Larson and 
Mike McMann.  Had good breakfast 
& left for home up Fairbanks Creek at 
7:30 afoot.  A beautiful morning and a 
good trail up the north side of the creek 
to the summit – along the summits between 
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Fairbanks & Wolf & Chatham & between 
Bear & Pedro & Twin, down to Costas 
“Golden City”.  Glorious view of distant 
coast range as well as the nearer ranges 
all tinged with royal blue.  Dinner 
at Golden City, with Ceary – my trunk 
was there and Manley came along with 
sled & horse going into town – he took it 
& got into Gold Stream & got it wet the 
second time.  Home at 6 oclock – dinner 
& bath.  Telegram from Mr. C. D. Lane 
saying that Louis was coming in but he could 
not get here until August 15th. 
 -23rd- 
Thos. McMahon, formerly Comr. at Eagle 
came in this morning & brought me a 
letter from Debbie – it was delivered to him at 
Circle – She is coming up to Tacoma to be 
there when the U.S. cruiser “Tacoma” is there 
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with Darrell aboard – and will then 
go to Yakima for the month of May & up here 
in June – Heard some small matters & granted 
licenses – Opened bids on courthouse as follows 
D. H. Delaney,  labor   $1273.75 
A. Fredericks,       “   $1550.00 
Rutherford & Raymond,  “  $1550.00 
McMullin & Nichols, labor &  material $3750.00 
A. Fredericks, labor & material  $4750.00 
Chas. Fischer, labor    $1684.00 
Rutherford & Raymond 1st Bid, labor $1600.00 
      “           “      1st bid labor & material  5800.00 
      “           “     2nd bid labor & material  5575.00 
Chas. Schiek, labor     1650.00 
    “ “       labor & material    4900.00 
Bids opened in presence of Hess & Long & 
myself & filed with Long, Deputy Clerk. 
Let matter go over until Monday without awarding 
contract as we expect to make some changes – not 
any amount – but a letter & will probably 
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then let the contrast to McMullin & Nichols. 
Began preparation opinion in re naturalization 
of John Pavloff – or “John Minook”. 
     Have just had a talk with J. Tod Cowles, Comr. 
for this precinct.   Told him that complaint had 
been made about his conduct – that I was informed 
that he had been consorting openly in broad 
daytime with prostitutes and had often been 
drunk, had visited the vicious low dance halls & 
had danced there, &c. &c.  He admitted the truth 
of the complaints.  I then told him about the 
friendship I had for his father – of Mrs. W ’s for 
Mrs. Claypool, his sister, &c. and appealed to 
him to quit his bad practices.  But I also told 
him that after the first of this quarter I would 
not credit him with clerical assistance, except 
{for} what appeared to be more than he could fairly 

do in proper office hours, - in  other words, I told 
him – he must go to work and do an honest 
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days labor – each day – and I would only 
allow him for clerical aid over that amount. 
I hope this talk and arrangement will bring 
him up, and that hard work will keep him away 
from the evil road down which he is galloping. 
His conduct has been so bad that the decent 
women in the camp refuse to associate with him. 
But I cannot bring myself to dismiss him 
on account of his youth, his family and my 
hope that he will stand up and do better now. 
 -25th- 
Have bought lot at N.E. cor. of Fist Ave. 
& Noble St. – 50 ft on 1st Ave & 75 ft. on 
Noble St. from A. R. Thomas - $175.00 
I bought through H. J. Miller, atty, & paid 
him $10.00 extra.  Heard application of 
McChesney v Hill – for appointment of a 
receiver for the “Fairbanks News,”  overruled 
demurrer to Comp – case over to 26th – 2 oclock 
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Have concluded not to take up my 
option with Willig for purchase of half 
interest in his mining holdings –  
So far he has no showing on any of his 
claims to justify the investment – and 
I cannot afford to speculate too far. 
Mrs. W s condition bids me be careful 
also, for I must have money always on 
hand to meet his necessities.  Told 
him this afternoon that I would not buy- 
- I may & probably will lose the $400. paid 
on the option – but thats to be expected once 
in a while.  Bot. two Navajo blankets from 
Miller also - $20.00.  Much interest now being 
taken in building a road from town to the 
mines.  Everybody clearing streets, lots, &c 
Ducks & geese – spring & sunshine. 

Diary 7, 1904 
april26and27and28
a 

 -26th- 
Invited by A. B. Lodge to deliver public lecture 
Sunday evening on my trip to Mt. McKinley. 
- accepted. 
 -27th- 
Decided case of McChesney v Hill yester 
-day – refused to appoint a receiver 
& held that McChesney had no interest. 
Town has begun to survey streets – caused 
heavy iron  post to be put four feet in the 
ground at the southeast corner of jail & 
courthouse reservation as the initial point 
all surveys based on that point.  Have 
secured transfer of $2000. to town from 
licenses paid therein for use of town & schools. 
 -28th- 
Marston & Mace here to sell me Marston 
½ interest in Dis. on Wolf & ½ interest in 1st 
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there was some overlap with Barnettes 
1st Bench off Discovery claim on Cleary but 
asked Barnette and he said that the Wolf 
creek bench was first and that it was full 
claim and no contest on his part. 
Have just received deed from Marston 
Mace and McGinley for ½ interest in Dis= 
=covery claim on Wolf & 1st Bench off Discovery 
Right Limit.  This leaves me partners – or rather 
cotenants in Discovery with two other 
men & in Bench with Mace.  Did not pay 
Marston & will not until I get the lien 
of mortgages fixed up as agreed upon. 
 -29- 
Bot Marston & Maess half interest in Discovery 
on Wolf & Bench off Dis- paid $850 – 
& secured release of judgments & mortgage 
Deed on record yesterday.  Two years 
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ago I disbarred J. C. Kellum for unpro 
=fesional conduct at Eagle City.  Today he 
presents a petition from all the lawyers asking 
for his reinstatement – I will grant it, 
as I think the good sought to be done has 
been fully accomplished.  River going to 
peices rapidly.  N.C. Co. working cutting ice & 
moving str. “Isabelle” & barge “Otter” up behind 
Johansens mill for safety. 
 -30th- 
Telegram from Henderson at Valdez saying 
that Congress has adjourned and that Humes 
of Seattle is the Washington candidate against 
me for judge.  I am not surprised for 
he is able to secure both Ankeny {senator}  
& Humphreys {M.C.} 
Sullivan & the Railroad crowd will also aid him 
as will the North Dakota “push”.  He may be 
successful – one thing is quite sure, if he 
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is that he is too good a lawyer and too 
strong a man to be controlled by a few 
disreputable jury fixers.  Have also 
telegraphed Henderson not to do anything 
in the way of politics for me – Do not 
intend to do anything in the matter except 
to keep still & get the business ready to turn 
over to my successor whoever he may 
be.  Decided two cases today. 
Have telegraphed Harlan, Dist. Atty. 
Eagle that I desire to appoint Abe Spring 
license collector for the Yukon district 
& also desire him to appoint him Asst. Dist. 
Atty. without salary. 
 -May 1- 
Beautiful May day!  Ice breaking up in 
the river – Co. working hard to get he Str. “Isabelle 
& barge “Otter” up being Sawmill Point before it 

goes out entirely.  Delivered my talk on 
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Mt. McKinly to a crowded house at A.B. 
Hall tonight. 
 -May 2nd 
Recd bids today for furnishing lumber 
{& shingles} on 
the ground for courthouse.  B. D Mills 
$2862.69  Noyes $2873. & Parker & Canott 
- part of lumber only & no shingles at $60. 
per M – just the same – so far as he goes as 
Mills – Mills bid is the lowest. 
 -May 3rd - 
Beautiful day:  Ice moving.  Carried away the 
new piers for  bridge at east end of Wendell Ave. 
Str. “Isabelle” & Barge “Otter” safe back of Sawmill 
Point.  Made order reinstating J. C. Kellum 
as lawyer – disbarred him Aug 21, 1902 for crooked 
work in defending Beaumont – from Ft. Yukon. 
Have appointed Abe Spring, license inspector 
salary $150.00 per month.  Recd. telegram 
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from Henderson saying that Washington 
delegation (Senators & Reps.) had endorsed Joe. 
Easterday & Humes of Seattle, as well as 
me for the Alaskan Judgeship!!  What do 
you think of a U.S. Senator who is so weak kneed 
that he will endorse every body for everything! 
I hate a damn coward – and most of all one 
who is a U.S. Senator. 
 -May 4th- 
The ice broke in the river yesterday but 
only in part, and only ran down a mile and 
jammed – Today it went out entirely. 
The Chena is clear – but the Tanana is 
not yet broken except in places – The 
“Isabelle” and “Otter” are safe & untouched. 
Am negotiating with Dave Petree to put up a 
building on my lot corner Cushman & 1st Ave. 
building to pay for share in property- 
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 -5- 
River running clear & high – ice in small 
quantities.  Hearing in injunction case of 
Morency, et. al vs. Condon et. al. over 
No 6. on Fairbanks Creek.  Two or three times 
- and again today – Capt. B – has intimated his 
intention to take me in – when my term of office 
is ended, as a partner in a valuable claim – 
which is now in litigation .  I have each time 
turned the conversation – but the next time I will 
“roast” him so that he wont want me for a 
partner or any thing else-. Some men are 
so miserly that it amounts to dishonesty. 
I didnt understand at first – and even today 
it was’nt so pointed or certain that I could 
quite say what I thought – I just walked 
away – Yukon river breaking also accord 
=ing to the telegraph- 
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 -May 7th- 
Heard the case of Morency v. Floyd, et. 
al. yesterday on application for injunction 
& receiver – Opinion rendered today deny 
=ing both - & virtually deciding the case on merits 
Bot. two wooden Alaska chairs from Widman. 
Beautiful summer weather – We now hear 
that the Yukon has gone out – the Chena & 
Tanana are clear & boats ought to come soon. 
 -May 8th- 
Sunday – Made three window boxes & Lizzie 
planted flower seed for me – Have invited 
Capt & Mrs. Barnette & Frank Cleary 
to take dinner with me this evening at 6:30 
at Mrs. Napoleon Dupras new restaurant 
on 2nd Ave.  She has fine roast goose, &c. 
Dinner with Barnettes – Cleary could 
not be found in time – dinner fine. 
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 May 9th- 
Went duck hunting at 4 a.m. this morning 
with Dr. Hall, Harry Badger & Bob. Sherman 
Badger & I came back without anything – went 
out to lake east of town near the hill –  
beautiful morning – birds – ducks, mountains. 
 -May 10th- 
Have been for two or three days negotiating 
with Willig about a final completion of our 
contract or option to purchase an undivided 
half interest in his claims on Cleary, Gold Stream 
Pedro, Bear & other creeks.  Have finally agreed 
to lend him $2050, and to take a mortgage 
covering that and the $200 paid him last spring 
= $22.50. for 6 months time at 12% per annum. 
At the same time he gave me an option to pur 
=chase within 6 mo. an undivided ½ interest 
in the claims for $5,000.  Have paid him as 
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follows: 
Paid to Turner, in his presence - - $983.00 
Paid to him in cash - -     867.00 
Retain to pay to Burg & Zeigler - -  200.00 
Paid him last spring - -    200.00 
 Amount of Mortgage  $2250.00 
Recorded mortgage and contract to purchase. 
 -11th- 
Frank Cleary  has been here for two 
weeks or more trying to get the right to 
build on my lot, and Hess’ in connection 
with a common plan with Barnette. 
Finally agreed & drew a contract & submitted 
it yesterday – but like the weak sister that 
he has recently shown himself to be – this 
morning early he left for the mines on 
Cleary Creek accompanied by a fair but frail 
one – who it is said is after his claim – she 
certainly has him in charge.  In the afternoon 
heard two cases & Capt Barnette sent 
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me word that he wished to consider 
the proposition offered to Frank. 
     This afternoon parties “jumping” fractions 
on south end of lots fronting on First Ave- 
east of Noble St- saved mine by my clearing 
&c:  put up tent on it.  Busy preparing 
opinion in re Naturalization Minook. 
 -12th- 
Busy on my opinion in re Naturalization 
of John Minook – Geoghegan is modeling 
the translation of the Russian ukase of 1844 
in relation to the rights of Russian subjects. 
Heard the application of McGinley v Harrington 
dissolution of partnership, & appointed E. J. Steir 
receiver of the partnership property.  Find that 
by securing the fraction on corner of First 
Ave & Noble street that I now have 90 ft of 
fine property – Beautiful weath[er?] & the town 
looks good – buildings going up in all directions- 
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 -Friday the 13th- 
One would expect something unfortunate 
or unhappy to happen on Friday the 13th! 
Got a telegram from Debbie saying: 
“I feel well but think best not to come.” 
I am greatly disappointed – for either – or 
both maybe – her health is such that she 
can not come – or the appearances lead 
her to think I will not be reappointed – 
- possibly she thinks it too long and hard 
a trip for so short a stay – Will 
telegraph her tomorrow to come if she 
is not too sick to stand the journey. 
     Appointed receiver for dump on No 
7 Fairbanks today – Gagnon v. Tracey {et. al} 
Appointed Pat. Whalen, who took the 
oath &c. and went out at once.  Beautiful 
weather, wish Debbie was here. 
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 -14th- 
Decided case of Town v Courtemarch – a 
case of trespass on the water front street, and 
fired defendant off the street.  Working yet 
on Naturalization case – it is extremely impor 
=tant and far reaching in its consequences. 
Str. “Isabelle” got up steam this afternoon 
& ran down to woodyard – she goes on an excur 
=sion to Chena tomorrow. 
 -15th- 
Beautiful Sunday – Several parties got in 
from Valdez – came down from Delta on raft 
report 3 women & 3 men on upper end of Chena 
slough – be down in few days – Bob. Coles among them. 
Completed locations on Cleary – off Discovery & No 1 above 
2nd benches – Jesse Noble signed as witness. 
 -16th- 
Finished my opinion in Re Naturalization 
of John Minook, holding him to be a 
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of the United States, first, by virtue of 
the treaty of 1867 with Russian, and second 
even if an Indian half-breed, - under the 
provisions of the Indian severalty bill of 
1887.  Also heard the case of the town of 
Fairbanks v Mogeau – on demurrer & held 
demurrer bad – because town had authority 
to protect its own streets.  Bob. Coles 
& the rest of the Valdez people came into 
town today – came down from the mouth 
of Delta river in a canoe – 3 women & 
three men.  The mail also came in 
- got letter from Darrell – also official 
mail from Henderson. 
 -17th- 
Wrote to Count Cassini, Russian Embass 
=ador, Washington, sending him copy of my 
opinion in Re Naturalization of Minook, 
and asking him to have it translated into 
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Russian for me – also to criticise it & 
offer additional facts, citations &c. 
Also wrote to Senator Fairbanks sending 
him copy, & thanking him for speaking 
so fair in the Senate about me on the 
date of the passage of the Alaska bills. 
on March 10th  See Cong. Record of that date 
Also wrote Henderson returning several 
papers to him, - court file & an order 
to pay Nannie W  as copyist. 
The scheme to put up a large building on 
block between Front & Second Ave – Cushman 
& Turner Sts. is “off” for the present. 
 -18th- 
At work fencing & preparing to build 
house – Debbie telegraphed she would 
come.  Also rented 20 X 40 ft 
ground – back end of my Cushman 
st. ground to Tom. Pierce, negro 
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for restaurant = $50. per month. 
 -19th- 
Telegraphed Debbie $200 – N. Co. 
Co. sent it to Empire Transportation 
Co. Seattle, & I telegraphed her to get 
it there.  Work on place fencing & gardening. 
 -22nd- 
Have worked last three days on building 
fence &c at my proposed summer residence 
at corner of First Ave & Noble St. (N.E. Cor). 
Am building the first picket fence in the 
Tanana valley – real planed pickets & will 
paint them.  Have put on my old clothes & 
worked hard, digging postholes, sawing & 
driving nails.  We’ll begin on the house tomorrow 
But little legal work – am examining the 
papers in submitted case today – New 
Hospital (Bishop Rowes (Episcopal), - New 

restaurant on my lot & barber shop adjoining 
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 -24th- 
House going up rapidly – we have to carry  
all the lumber from the saw mill on our 
backs – there is not yet a wagon in the 
Tanana country, - except one made 
by nailing lumber together for wheels – 
Lumber costs me $75.00 per M. rough 
& $100. planed – carpentered $12.50 per 
day & common labor $1.00 per hour, 
- consequently I work hard myself- 
     Capt. Barnette informed me today 
that an attorney in Seattle had written 
to J. C. Kellum, lawyer, asking  for 
certified copy of all conveyances made 
from him (Barnette) to me & Barnette 
informed me further that he supposed the 
information was desired by or in the interest 
of Cansten, Dep. Col. Customs, St. Micheal 
who, so B  says, claims to have some 
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interest in his (Bs.) mining claims – Luckily 
I have bought none from him & will not. 
Telegram from Harlan today saying that both 
parties desire U.S. v. Idleman tried at 
Juneau.  Answered that I would approve it. 
Also telegram from Henderson Valdez, 
that Grigsby had been permitted to resign 
July 1st.  Verily the Dakota pull is 
strong with Roosevelt. 
 -May 28th- 
My house is about done – all but doors 
& windows – The “Cudahy” is at Chena 
- or near there, at noon – and the Str. “Isabelle” 
has gone down to bring up her passengers. 
The “Monarch” is about the mouth of the 
Tanana, while the “Rock Island” ought 
to be there also tonight.  Heilig and 
Harlan are on the Rock Island & also 
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Louis Lane.  I am having trouble with 
J. Tod Cowles, Comr.  Since talking to him 
on April 25th his conduct has grown 
steadily worse, - until now he stands 
in the saloons night after night playing 
games, and openly consorting with whores. 
One of these – the “Sheeny” whore – a Jewess 
has him completely under her control 
and she sleeps at his house openly 
and notoriously – he hugs and kisses 
her in public – standing drunk at the 
bar &c.  Many complaints are made to 
me and I feel that I can no longer fail 
to act – Hess has just called to talk 
the matter over – I asked Abe Spring to see 
Hess & put him in motion which he did. 
At my suggestion Hess went over & told 
Cowles that unless he resigned at once 
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he would file official charges against 
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him, and make the matter public: he 
asked Hess to wait until Monday, but 
Hess refused – and he is to let Hess 
know within an hour what he will do. 
I regret the matter very much for Claypool 
alone is to blame for destroying this young 
mans prospects.  I saw Claypool going 
to dinner today at noon – down the public 
street with a sore faced whore known as 
“Birdie”, whom he keeps.  He and Tod 
have two beds in one room and each 
keeps a whore – both in the same room. 
They are out every night, - drunk with their 
whores – it is open, notorious, bad! 
and I intend to put a stop to it at once. 
Cowles has just resigned & he and Claypool 
both write me nice letters thanking me for my 
confidence & friendship.  I hope this unhappy 
chapter is now finally ended - 
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 -May 29th- 
The “Cudahy” could not reach Chena as 
soon as was expected on account of low water 
in the Tanana, - she came there at 1. a.m. this 
morning only – the “Isabelle” and our Fairbanks 
“boosters” remained all night & telegraph 
that they will be in here at noon with such 
passengers as are coming to this place – 
Sent Rob. Coles and Abe Spring out to 
Isabelle creek yesterday and they staked 
fourteen claims as follows. 
No 13.  Abe Spring  No 14 Dolly Spring. 
No 11. W. E. Clark  No 12 Rob. Coles. 
No. 9. R. H. Geoghegan No 10. D H. Jarvis. 
No 7. J. Wick   No 8. Thos. Sammons 
No 5. D. S. Wick.  No 6 D. P. W  
No 3. H. C. Strouse  No 4. Jake Jacobson. 
No 1. L. A. Brown  No 2. E. A. Henderson 
Locations made – but not yet recorded- 
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“Isabelle” came in with about 60 passengers 
from the “Cudahy” – who report the “Monarch” 
but twelve hours behind.  Most of the people 
seem to be coming to this town - & include 
miners, - but principally storekeepers, machinery 
men &c.  “Isabelle” left for “Cudahy” again 
this evening having in town a barge for freight. 
 -May 30th (Decoration day). 
Telegram this forenoon from Abe Spring who 
went down with “Isabelle” saying that the 
“Monarch” is at mouth of Chena, & the “Isabelle” 
is taking her freight & passengers & both will 
come up to Fairbanks today. 
 -May 31st 
A very blue day, yesterday and today, 
for many – as the river is so low that the 
boats cannot get up to Fairbanks 

and our Chena friends are knocking 
this town effectively on account of it. 
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In spite of the low water the “Isabelle” 
is plugging away – carrying freight & pass 
=engers from the Tanana to Fairbanks 
- Capt. Barnette is working night & day – 
200 or 300 people are now here, & to 
my surprise they are coming to this 
town!!  I really expected that the low 
water would frighten many of them into 
settling at Chena – but they are not. 
Several heavy firms from Dawson 
- machinery men – grocers & storekeepers 
are here and all others coming.  Tents 
are going up – houses ditto, & every place 
is overflowing.  The “Tanana Chief” 
came up today loaded, and every poling 
boat on the river is at work. – Several 
teams & wagons came & at last a 
farm wagon & good team of mules is 
to be seen in the Tanana valley. 
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 June 1st 
The people are still coming & the 
scare of the last two days is over – at 
first some of the new comers threatened 
to remain in Chena – but none did. 
The price of real estate is going up – 
- new buildings – new schemes, &c., and 
the news from the mines is better each day. 
Jesse Noble sold his half interest in 
Dis. on Cleary Creek & in No 1. above to 
T. G. Manley yesterday for $50,000.00 
& this lets the speculation loose.  The 
“Rock Island” arrived at the mouth 
of the Chena today but cannot come up. 
- Harlan & Heilig are aboard – Louis 
Lane came up this evening in a small 
boat – Fuller of Dawson, Louis & I 
will go out to the creeks in a couple of 
days.  The town is full of people. 
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everything is astir – Sargent & Pinski 
gents furnishing goods, are building on 
the corner of 3rd & Cushman – tent, others 
are putting up temporary structures & 
getting buildings up as fast as possible. 
Joined with Fuller, Mills, Turner 
& Sargent in a telegram to Roediger 
& McIntyre.  Dawson, advising them 
to send newspaper plant at once. 
The “News” man here is a “dead one” & I 
hope to see his plant absorbed & a good 
daily paper going in a week or two – 
Recd. telegram from Henderson saying 
that Pres. Roosevelt would appoint a 
Comr. this week to examine judicial 
districts in Alaska – hope it is so 
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for he certainly needs to know a few 
facts concerning the doings of the officers 
here – he needs to learn the truth- 
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 -June 2nd 
Heilig, Harlan & Ed. reached Fair 
=banks this morning.  Everybody & 
everything on boats coming here & Chena 
seems not to get much.  Branch & 
Wilson, machinery men, have bought 
Wendells lot. cor. 1st Ave & Noble St. 
opposite my own, & will put up depot 
hardware there.  Sargent & Pinkski have 
built tent warehouse cor. Cushman & 
3rd – other houses going up in all direction 
No doors or windows for my house yet- 
but sowed timothy, bluegrass & clover 
seed in my yard today.  Mail. 
Recd. long letter from Walter E. Clark 
- who has been conducting my fight with 
Pres. & the Atty Genl. and most satisfactorily 
too.  He is a friend worth having & so is 
Jarvis, whose letters he used - he 
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writes me that Alex. McKenzie, of 
N. Dakota is personally conducting 
the war against me – of course in the 
interest of Richards - & the Helen crowd 
- through Burleigh. 
 -June 2nd- 
Perry did not come with Harlan 
& Heilig but waits Mrs. P  coming. 
They may come on the “Leah” – I hope 
Debbie comes – Recd. happy letter from 
her – she is greatly pleased at the very 
cordial reception given by the people of 
Tacoma to Darrell – the graduating Tac 
=oma boy on the cruiser “Tacoma”. which 
is there (or was when she wrote) to receive a 
silver service.  Debbie presented the 
ward room of the “Tacoma” with a handsome 
picture of the Mountain.  My desk 
& chair have arrived & the court house 
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is going up – things are doing here. 
Fairbanks is just now a typical boom 
western mining camp. 
 June 4th 
Just paid lumber bill for my house $313.81 
Recd my March salary – Roberts, the 
freighter from Chena, came to me today to 
lease my lot, cor Cushman St.. – for his 
use in running a store for the N.A.T. Co! 
Think of Hendricks & Belt, the Chena boom 
=ers, being forced to come to Fairbanks! 
This is the result of everybody’s coming 
on here – and refusing to stop there.  They 
are, however, trying to force Roberts into making 
another blunder for them by going across 

to East Fairbanks!  They made one blunder 
in moving to Chena last spring and their 
removal to “Graehl” or East Fairbanks 
would be just as bad another. 
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 -June 6th- 
Have today leased my lot corner 
Cushman & First Ave. to George Apple 
for three years - $200 per month for 
the first year - $300. per month for the 
second year & $250. per month for the 
third year.  He is also to put a good 
building on the lot to cost not less than 
$5000. and I have the privilege of 
buying it at the end of the term at one 
half its actual value.  This makes 
an average rental of $3600 per year for 
the whole lot – the part formerly leased 
to Tom Pierce for restaurant purposes 
bringing me an additional $53.75 
per month.  River rising – the “Rock 
Island” & “Leah” are coming & ought to 
get in without trouble.  Raining up river 
Working to finish my house &c 
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 -8th- 
Have had to settle matter of copying 
the records from Circle – Claypool has 
neglected this important matter – but 
I have finally consented that he might 
go ahead and complete it now & 
Stier, Comr. has consented also. 
Working on my house every day – 
Married Ben F. Sherman and 
Josie Large, this evening.  The lady 
has long been known as Mrs. Evans, but 
says she was not married – I asked 
both bride and groom that question 
during the ceremony. 
 -June 9th- 
The “Rock Island” and “Leah” came 
into Fairbanks this morning at 5. oc. 
Reynoldson – 96 passengers came. 
Letter from Stephen Birch - says 
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that he has assurances that I will 
be reappointed.  Learned yesterday 
by telegraph from Henderson, Valdez, 
that District Attorney Young – of Pitts 
=burg, Pennsylvania, has been appointed 
a commissioner to examine into charges 
preferred against Gov. Brady, Judge 
Brown and me- 
 -June 11th 
The steamer “Leah” stuck fast 
halfway down the “slough” and did 
not get out into the Tanana.  The 
Str. “Lavelle Young” came into the 
slough yesterday & last night came 
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up near town – went on a bar & 
discharged her cargo – 20 head of 
cattle – and a cow!  the first in the 
Tanana country by boat, - or otherwise 
Wm. McIntyre, from Dawson 
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News, came in.  He has newspaper 
plant he wants to put in here.  Am 
about done with my house.= plan 
[captions:] Back fence 
closet    Door  12 X 14       14 X 16  Door 
Lot 50 ft. sq. 
 Noble St. 
[written on side:] Front or 1st Ave. 
 
Have been particular to make the house 
tight & warm.  Have it beautifully paper 
=ed.  Have good carpet of Japanese matting 
good cook stove, filter, hat rack of a 
moose horn, &c. also flowers.  Two 
very comfortable rooms & good spring bed. 
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 -12th - 
Ed. Reynoldson has been trying for 
two days to find out if Mrs. W  is 
coming from Eagle with Mr & Mrs. 
Perry, who leave there today on the 
“Sarah” – as also do Mrs. Reynoldson 
& Florence Heilig, - but he cannot 
get an answer – they all evade that 
question – so I am suspicious that 
she is coming.  She is probably trying 
to surprise me – as she knows nothing 
about my income here – recently agreed upon – 
nor the house – I hope to surprise her. 
 -May June 13th 
Court met today in the new court 
house – minus doors & windows –  
the first session of the District Court 
ever held in the Tanana country-  
Present – James Wickersham 
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Judge.  N. W. Harlan, dist. attorney. 
A. R. Heilig, clerk.  Ed. Reynoldson 
& Ed. Wickersham, dept. marshals- 
L. C. Hess, asst. dist. atty.  John Drake 
crier & bailiff.  Grand jury empanelled. 
     Limbocker appointed foreman, - 19 
members present.  Instructed grand jury 
about their duties & sent them out to work. 
Nothing else possible – as carpenters must 
finish building.  Reynoldson received 
telegram from Eagle today saying that 
his wife, the Perrys, & Mrs. Wickersham 
left there yesterday for Fairbanks 
Paid all bills on house today – do 
not owe a cent – and my property 
here in Fairbanks & at the mines seems 
sufficiently valuable to put me out 

of Poverty Flat.  Hope so for Debbies 
sake – as well as my own - 
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Nothing of any interest in court today- 
First bridge across the Chena river going 
up – Archie Burns building it at the 
foot of Cushman St. 
 16th 
The “Lavelle Young” left the mouth of the 
Tanana yesterday  morning – Debbie & 
others aboard – busy in court each day 
Grand jury at work – and the usual petty 
blackmail going on. 
 -17th- 
Bridge across Chena river – Cushman 
St. done.  Str. “Lavelle Young” – due – but not 
heard yet – Indictments against Hiltz[?], 
for the murder of Massey at Ft. Gibbon 
McConnell for bringing in & selling liquors 
without license &c. beginning to get busy in 
court.  Evening – no boat – no wife! 
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I am having trouble – as usual – with small 
people trying to attack public officers before 
the grand jury – they – Morgan & others who are 
living with women in adultery – trying to 
indict Abe Spring – Town Attorney & other town 
officers for fining the prostitutes!  They are also 
circulating a scandalous story about Edgar and 
an Indian girl and generally attempting 
to discredit the officers and prevent prosecutions. 
The difficulty is aggravated by Heilig & Long – 
Clerk & Depty – giving them aid and comfort. 
I shall remove both Long & Mrs. Heilig at 
the end of this term  & notify Heilig that officers 
must stand together to enforce the law. 
11 p.m. –  Debbie is here! 
 -18th- 
Court – arraignment of McConnell &c 
assigment calendar for next week. 
Getting house in shape – John Conna 
appointed janitor of Fairbanks courthouse. 
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 -21st- 
Str. “Koyukuk” reached here today 
after hanging on bars in the Chena 
river for more than 48 hours.  Have 
got court to moving – slowly – but 
moving.  Trial today – not guilty. 
Debbie sick in bed with another hard 
“chill” from cold.  Maess[?], my  partners 
in 1st Bench claim off Discovery on 
Wolff creek, sold his half interest, or 
rather made contract to sell it by Sept. 1 
to Crawford, who prospects it in the 
meantime. 
 24th  
Trial of U.S. v. Chas. Hiltz[?], for murder 
of H. J. Massey – “Roosh” – at Tanana 

- 26 - 



Alaska State Library – Historical Collections   Diary of James Wickersham 
MS 107 Diary 7   September 17, 1903 to July 31, 1904 

on all week – given to jury tonight. 
Telegram from Henderson at Valdez saying 
that Roosvelt & Fairbanks are 
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nominated for President & V.P. at 
Rep. Nat. Con.  Sent Senator Fairbanks 
telegram as follows: 
 Fairbanks Alaska, June 24, 1904 
Hon. Charles W. Fairbanks 
Indianapolis, Indiana. 
“Fairbanks Alaska congratulates Fairbanks 
of Indiana.” 
Business of the court is increasing 
and it is going to be a long & important 
term – for a new country. 
 -27th- 
Have heard rumor that a man by the name 
of Johnson from Dawson intended to “jump” 
my claim off Discovery, left limit.  Cleary 
so sent Pat. Whalen out yesterday 
evening to take possession & do the 
assessment work for the year on my 
Bench claim off Discovery. 
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 -30th- 
Very busy in court.  One jury case 
after another – three rape cases & 
three murder cases this week.  Grand 
jury made final report today & was 
discharged – Have two trial juries 
out now – Business very satisfactory. 
 -July 1st- 
Trial U.S. v. Ledger, murder of Koyukuk 
on – Strs. “Lavelle Young”, & “Koyukuk” 
in with passengers & freight from the 
“Susie.”  Recent rains raised the river & 
it is now high – the “Leah” got out days 
ago – navigation clear.  Father Munroe 
S. J. from Eagle, & many others on “Young” 
Beautiful weather.  Debbie & I now 
sleeping in a tent at front door. 
 2nd 
Jury in Ledger case found him 
 guilty of manslaughter 
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 -July 4th- 
A glorious day & a splendid 
celebration.  Everyone took a great 
interest – cleaned the streets – made 
4 horse wagon “floats”, decorated 
houses &c with flags & bunting &c 
Florence Heilig read Declaration of 
Independence.  I delivered oration & 
Mrs. Napoleon Dupras sang “Star 
Spangled Banner”.  Bessie Stone 
was Goddess of Liberty – games – 
baseball – tug of war, boat races, &c. 
 -8th- 
A busy week – case a day – jury – 

Sentenced Francis Ledger today –  
20 years penitentiary for manslaughter 
- for the ruthless and premeditated killing 
of Daniel J. McCarty at Gold Bar 
digging on the Koyukuk – he also 

Diary 7, 1904 
july08b 

killed at the same time Frank Messerole 
- McCartys partner – neither of whom were  
armed.  Also sentenced Joe. Alf. for 
assault with intent to commit rape – 3 yrs. 
Am now beginning on the civil trial docket. 
Much more trouble with Tod Cowles & 
Claypool – Cowles “girl” – Mabel Bage[?] 
a prostitute has gone off with Billy 
James & Tod threatens to commit 
suicide – he has’nt the courage though! 
     Town of Fairbanks is booming – the 
spring rush has located here in spite of 
low water - & constant court &c. have 
settled things here – seemingly – permanently. 
George Apple has built a fine two story 
business house on the front part of my lot 
42 X 68 ½ ft sq. 17 rooms upstairs & 
business houses below.  Trial – jury – today 
Harrington & McGinley v. Marston & Maess. 
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 -11th- 
Sent Judge Moore copy of my correspondence 
with Dept. of Justice about Richards case & also 
called his attention to Rustgards attack upon 
the judiciary – Also wrote McGin who 
is to have copies of correspondence sent 
the Judge – Also wrote Rustgard & demand 
=ed a categorical answer to questions & 
his proofs – Sent Mrs. Fairbanks 
picture of Charles Fairbanks Gerig[?], 
who was born in Fairbanks, Alaska, 
Nov. 9, 1903 – the day the town was organized 
- the first white child born in the Tanana 
valley – or country.  Engaged in the 
trial of civil jury cases- 
 -13th- 
Tried equity – mining case yesterday – Today 
held cases of Town of Fairbanks v Mogeau & Wechter 
to be equity cases & not law – defendants fought 
to a finish – it is quite evident they fear that I am 
prejudiced – but that fear does not seem to 
me to change the law - 
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 -14th- 
Trial of Barnette v Pierce – over ejectment from 
town lot.  Defendant & his attorneys trying to 
make it appear in every way possible that the location 
of courthouse & my lot on Front St. as also Edgars 
lot were in some way unfair – because deeded by 
Cleary & confirmed by Barnette – Easy of explan 
ation honestly and properly – Verdict of jury 
for plaintiff. 
 -15- 
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Telegram to Perry from Eagle saying that 
Wm. A. Day, Asst. Atty. Genl. sent to Alaska 
to investigate judges instead of Young- 
I met Day in Washington – he was 
acting with Solicitor General Hoyt 
when I read my explanation of the 
Richards case before Dept. of Justice, 
& seems a fair & honest man & 
I have confidence in him. 
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 -16th- 
Jury trial today – preparing opinions 
in two important cases.  Also made 
and order removing S. M. Graff, as Comr. 
of the 40 Mile Precinct, & appointed 
Elmer R. Brady in his stead. 
Brady is a married man – a lawyer & is 
well acquainted with everybody there. 
I am not entirely satisfied with him, but 
I have offered to appoint C. U. Joynt, Phil. 
Gallagher, Perrys brother & others there 
& none would accept.  The evidence of 
Graffs dishonesty is cause of removal & 
I have his own letters as proof which 
I will file with the order of removal. 
 -18th- 
Boats – “Seattle No 3”, “Monarch” & 
“Lavelle Young” in the river – many 
people &c in.  Perry and all the 
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prisoners gone out on these boats. 
Married Harry Siebe & Miss Julia 
E. Crowley this evening at 9. p.m. 
Tried case of Nelson & Hensley v. Meehan 
& Larson – heard all of evidence & appt. 
A. R. Jackson to make a survey. 
 -19th- 
Trial Anderson v Noble – verdict for pltff. 
   “    Fleming v. Daigle – under advisment. 
Letter from Senator Fairbanks acknowledging 
receipt of telegram of congratulations on 
his nomination for Vice President. 
Also letter from Atty Genl. informing 
me of appt. of Asst. Atty. Genl. Day 
to examine into charges against Alaska 
official! and requesting my assistance 
Answered saying I would assist! 
Busy day & night in court. 

Diary 7, 1904 
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 -20th- 
Busy in court.  Cases of Fairbanks 
v. Mogeau,  Wachter & Carroll & Parker 
settled out of court – glad of it. 
 -22- 
Tried Cascaden v Bennett, et. al. yesterday 
- decided for defendant – Moreney[?] v Floyd- 
today – decided for plaintiff. 
Perry went away four days ago - & 
Edgar was out all last night drunk 

was taken home this morning at 9. a.m. 
making a fool of himself – Will 
give him just one more chance & will 
then force his resignation.  He has 
arranged the lease on his lot so that with 
his salary he is getting about $500. per 
month income – and like so many more 
he cannot stand prosperity.  Am 
sending Walter E. Clark - Washington 
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& J. P. McLean, “Minn. Journal” photos 
of Fairbanks – mines, &c. & material 
for a story about this camp. 
 -23rd- 
Sent Pat Whalen out to Cleary 
Creek to do assessment work on my 
Bench off Discovery – on June 27th 
He worked 20 days – boarded with 
people on  Discovery – owe him $100. 
- or $120 at most, also one of the miners 
there for 5 ½ days work & for Pats board. 
Pat also put hole down on 2nd Bench 
off No. 1. above – 7 ft. – not to bedrock. 
he made good discover of gold! 
Str “Rock Island” just in from 
St. Micheal with load – 400 tons – of 
provisions for N.C. 
 -24th- 
Just recd – news – telegram from Mrs. Heilig 
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to Heilig that Asst. Atty Genl Day 
& his party are at Eagle & leave for 
this place tonight on the “Susie”. Sent 
him a telegram saying was here & court 
would be in session for ten days yet. 
 -25- 
Have just called Edgar up and told 
him he must either resign the office of 
town Marshal – or U.S. Dept. Marshal. 
I believe him to be thoroughly honest and 
earnest – and he is a capable officer, 
but he cannot work night & day as 
the combination requires, - then too 
he is so elated over his first little success 
in money making – out of his lot – that 
he swaggers a little – Also there are enemies 
who “knock” and take advantage of his 
holding two offices, and his weakness 
for drink to complain – possibly justly – about 
him – The Dept. would not sustain him 
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He agreed to go and see the town authorities 
& say to them that he would give up their 
work, & leave the management of the 
matter with them. 
Sold my library to Kellum $250. cash 
 about $1800 – 1900- 
 as per list. 
paid. balance to be paid on delivery, &c 
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Paid Pat Whalen $115.00 for labor 
on 1st Bench off Discovery, left limit, 
& he made affidavit of labor for 1904. 
 -26th- 
Recd. telegram from Jarvis, at Ft. Gibbon 
saying he & Day & two others on boat. 
Tried McGinley & Cleary today - 
decision reserved – lawyers want to file briefs. 
Paid Jim Eagle $25.00 & got extension 
of purchase option on Chatham fraction. 
 -27th- 
“Tanana” – the new steamer on her way 
up here – on her first trip – other boats 
near – in a day or so- 
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 -28th- 
Str. “Tanana” came in this morning – new & 
clean – with Sloss, Washburn and other officials 
of the N.C. Co. aboard – her first trip.  Heard 
McMahon v. Meehan, et. al. today – Presided 
at Masonic funeral of Clyde Cook, a young 
man who died of typhoid – 40 Masons in line 
- I read the funeral service – the first ever 
held in the Tanana valley. 
 -29th- 
Tried McMahon v. Meehan, et. al.  In the 
evening met Sloss & Washburn of 
the N.C. Co. & discussed the plan of establish 
-ing a new Commissioners District up at the 
mouth of the “Good Pasture”.  I suggested to 
them to locate the site of a new town- they will 
go up on the “Koyukuk” on Sunday night. 
They will advise with me when they return. 

Diary 7, 1903-4 
inside back cover 

Recd from Bob Gus 
$100 for Bob Chamberlain from Mrs. Jack Carr 
[written over on diagonal:]  
Paid to Bob on arrival in Fairbanks 
 
70 mile lunch    1.50 
Sheep Creek – sup – bed {bunk} – Bk  3.50 
Nation – sup  - bed {bunk}  – Bk   3.50 
Wash – Kuntz – sup – - bed {bunk} – Bk  4.00 
Charlie Creek – lunch    1.25 
Coal Creek – 2 days    7.00 
Meals Coal to Circle    5.00 
Bunk at 30 Mile Road House   1.00 
Circle - - -         dinner 31st   1.00 
   “    April 1              3 meals   2.50 
   “       “    1 Pd. Joe. trans. from Coal Creek 15.00 
   “       “    2   “   4 nights lodging   4.00 
   “          “     2  “    3 meals   2.50 
   “          “     3   “   2    “   2.00 
April 4. Bk. Circle & Sch. 12 Mile   2.00 
    “    5 Sup. Bed & Bk. “Jump Off”  3.00 
    “    “  Lunch. Central   1.25 
    “     6  Sup. Bed. Bk. Millers roadhouse  3.00 
    “     7    “        “     “    Eagle Creek R. H.  3.50 

    “     8    “       “     “     12 Mile R. H.  4.00 
    “     “    Lunch -           “    “     “    “  1.50 
    “      9   Sup. bed & Bk. at Faith Creek  4.00 
     “   10   Lunch  Pauls R. H.   1.50 
     “   11   Sup. bed & Bk  Si’s R. H.  4.50 
     “   11    Lunch with Indian R. H.  1.50 
     “   12   Sup. Bed & Bk.  Kokomo  3.00 
     “    “    Lunch, Barbers   1.50 
 --Fairbanks-- 
     “   21  Pd. Archie Burn’s 
                     trans. “pack” creek to Fairbanks 10.00 
     “   22    “     L. C. Hess 
                      trans. gun  Eagle to Fairbanks  8.00 
May   8          “   Edgar, board April 12 to     100.00 
  “    11      Laundry   21.50 
June 12           “    9.80 
Adding my other vouchers made out my 
act. & sent in July, 8th 
See letter book this date 
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 July 31st 1904. 
Judge Wm A. Day, 1st Asst. Atty. Genl. 
arrived here in Fairbanks on the “Koyukuk” 
at noon on Friday, - 29th  On yesterday 
he caused an announcement to be made in the 
Fairbanks News: 
He opened court 
in the “Town Hall” 
on 3rd St. and 
began to take testi 
=mony.  No notice 
was given to me to 
appear – no infor 
=mation vouchsafed 
as to charges.   I 
called on him 
 [newspaper clipping:] 
“JUDGE DAY 
IN FAIRBANKS 
Has Opened Inquiry 
At the City Hall 
 
     Judge W. A. Day, first assistant attor 
ney general of the United States arrived 
on the Koyukuk this forenoon.  Judge 
Day was appointed by President Roose- 
velt to investigate charges which had 
been laid at Washington against the ad- 
ministration of Federal affairs in Alaska, 
and is here on that mission.  When  seen 
by a News representative, Judge Day 
stated that he would be here a few days 
and would open an office where he would 
meet anyone who had information to im- 
part bearing on the matters under investi- 
gation. 
    Messrs. H. B. McDonald and G. C. Todd 
are with Judge Day and will assist in the 
investigation.  The City Hall has been 
placed at Judge Day’s disposal and he 
has opened the inquiry this afternoon, 
and will sit evenings as well as day, in- 
cluding Sunday, until the work of investi- 
gation is completed.” 
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there on yesterday – Saturday – and offered 
any aid or assistance in my power – but 
he asked for nothing.  I learn that he has 
visited South Eastern Alaska – Ketchikan 
Wrangell, Juneau, Skagaway.  He spent 
24 hours in Dawson – 12 hours in Eagle, 
and did not stop either in Rampart 
or Circle.  I do not know what he intends 
to do here – except as it appears by his 

invitation to the public to come in and 
submit their complaints if any-  Capt. 
Jarvis is with the party – he came over 
to see me yesterday evening & advised 
- as I had already concluded – a 
dignified silence until about the time 
when he is to go away – then to request 
a statement of the object of his visit. 

Diary 8, 1904 
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I do not know of any open opposition 
to me here – but from recent attacks made 
by the “Chena Herald” I am expecting 
the people down there to make all they 
can out of their opposition town site 
fight, and try to place a burden upon 
me.  Amid my numerous administrative 
duties the appointing of commissioners 
and the location of their offices gives me 
the most trouble, but I shall always 
be proud of the fact that I established 
& named Fairbanks, Alaska 
Jarvis is friendly - & tells Judge Day 
that without hesitation – he is making 
a fair and strong fight for my reappointment 
& I will always have to thank him for it. 

Diary 8, 1904 
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 August 1st 1904. 
Judge Day came in to see me this 
morning and advises me that there is 
no interest here in his mission – there 
seemed to be no complaint & no interest – 
He advised me that he intends to go down 
to Chena in the morning & remain there 
until the “Tanana” goes tomorrow – that 
today he will give me notice of the charges 
& complaints against me!  after the 
people have been heard- 
The mountain has labored and it’s a mouse! 
I spent part of the day and all evening 
with Judge Day & his assistants and 
I hope explained every pitiful charge 
to the entire satisfaction of the court. 

Diary 8, 1904 
august01b 

The old scandal of 1887-89 – Tacoma 
was the principal charge – the conviction 
of Richards was another – and the reinstate 
=ment of Kellum as an attorney – the employ 
=ment of Whittesey &c. – a dozen, small & 
insignificant matters.  But not a 
single charge of incompetency – dishonesty 
or wrongdoing in my office!  I am simply 
disgusted at the “small talk” which disap 
=pointed litigants and narrow minded enemies 
imagine are worthy of consideration by the 
Dept. of Justice. 
I am satisfied from the very friendly and confidential 
manner in which Judge Day acts that he favors 
my side of the investigation – that his confidence 
in my honesty and integrity is not shaken- 
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He told me this afternoon that many of the 
miners had been to see him – and that several 
- many of them had stated to him that they pref 
=erred to have their cases tried before me than 
before a jury, and he complimented me on 
the feeling – He was particularly kind in making 
the statement.  I also gave him for examination 
the papers & record in the Removal of S. M. Graff 
Comr. at 40 Mile. 
 -2nd- 
Judge Day still holding court – my 
friends are constantly crowding around 
him to demand my return & he came 
over tot he office today & told me of many 
complimentary things they had to say – 
Among them = several miners – and some 
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who had lost cases this term – told him that 
they preferred to submit a case to me rather 
than to a jury – he thought this a high compli 
=ment.  He is much pleased with his 
acquaintance with Abe Spring; who has 
been with him constantly.  He told me that 
Abe had made a strong impression on 
him – as a broad minded, and able 
civic official and good citizen.  Abe 
struck him, he said, as a “rough diamond”. 
His companion McDonald, is a splendid 
fellow – and Todd his stenographer a 
civic purist of the Boston type – who looks 
upon the dance hall & other evils with horror. 
Abe Spring has the European ideas of 
the social evil, gambling &c. and as the 
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town attorney has to a great extent 
carried them out by attempting to control 
rather than to suppress them.  This struck 
Judge Day at first as rather startling but 
before he left he was converted to the necessity 
of doing the work that way, and expressed 
himself as satisfied with Springs labors 
in that regard.  Capt. Jarvis took dinner 
  with us this evening. 
 -3rd- 
Judge Day and party left on the “Jennie 
M” at noon, and went to Chena, to hear 
the knocks made against me there for 
locating the court house &c at Fairbanks. 
Jarvis remained over & left on the “Tanana” 
at 8. p.m.  Day & party will board the 
“Tanana” at Chena.  Jarvis came 
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in to see me today – thinks Judge Day 
is thoroughly satisfied that charges against 
me are false and malicious.  Jarvis 
has not hesitated to stand by me from the 
beginning and will do so to the end. 
 -4th- 
Case of McGinley & Herrington –  

Beautiful weather.  Court work drawing 
to a close – hope to be done Saturday. 
 -5th- 
Case of Barnette v Freeman came on 
for trial today – for reasons which I deem 
absolutely necessary I am determined to 
have a jury pass on all questions of fact! 
Jury called – service of venire by Pat. Whalen 
& jurors kept together in his charge. 
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 -6th- 
Barnette v Freeman – on trial all day 
and submitted to the jury at 8:30 p.m. 
jury returned at verdict at 11:30 p.m. 
for the defendants.  It was an extrem 
ly interesting and close case, and 
turned very largely on an alleged mistake 
in a notice of location, wherein “No 4” 
was actually mentioned instead of “No 1.” 
 -7th- 
Spent the day in preparing an 
opinion in the case of McGinley 
v. Cleary – sent to recover property 
conveyed in payment of a gambling 
debt, by the owner of the saloon and 
gambling outfit. 
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 -8th- 
The “Tanana” came in yesterday with 30 
or so passengers – Recd my opinion 
in McGinley v Cleary, in which I 
roasted both to a finish.  Am now 
finished , and will go to the work 
of the Court for the term except 
some remnants, - signing judgments 
and setting appeal matters.  Will 
start out to the Creeks tomorrow to 
inspect my mines, and get my affairs 
in shape for the winter. 
Recd. yesterday, a letter from T. M. Reed, 
J. Com. at Nome, in answer to my letter 
asking him to serve copy of my letter to Rustgard 
about his charges before Com. on Ter. last 
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March that I had 100’s of mining claims &c. 
Rustgard “flunked” completely when Reed 
confronted him & declared he meant Judge 
Moore - & Reed “cussed” him.  Rustgard 
will not answer my letter, but Reed’s is 
just as good- 
 -9th- 
Remained in town all day to get my title 
to “Apple Block” lot corrected & confirmed by 
the N.C. Co. which I succeeded in doing. 
Willig is now acting ugly – he has spent all 
the money which I gave him on loans & now 
looks upon me as an enemy! 
 -10th- 
Left Fairbanks at 10 oclock am for the Mines. 
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Rained last night & is good walking. 
Diary 8, 1904 
august10b 

The new ridge road is a success – so 
far as a good dry foundation & grades 
are concerned – A beautiful day – miners 
going and coming – pack trains of mules 
loaded with provisions & outfits for the 
mines at Cleary – Fairbanks & Pedro. 
Much talk along the road among the 
miners about the new strike over on 
the “Beaver Creek” & many going over to 
stake.    From the high ridge above 
the head of  “Isabelle Creek” one gets a 
fine view back over the town of Fairbanks 
and out across the valley of the Tanana, 
the river winds like silver ribbons through 
the evergreen forests far to the south & over 
the whole landscape the distant white 

Diary 8, 1904 
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range with Mt Hayes its principal 
sentinel stands guard.  I am 
greatly surprised at the heavy growth 
of red top grass growing on this long 
rich ridge – there are many men camped 
along the road cutting & curing it for winter 
- where the fire has cleaned the ground it 
is better grass.  Ate lunch at the 
Ridge Road house – 8 mi from town – 
& left before one oclock on my journey. 
Reached Gilmore at 3 oclock- 
Anderson & the road builders at 
work across mouth of Pedro- 
Arrived at Golden & put up 
for the night at Jack Ross Hotel 
- log – 2 story – tired & footsore 
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 -11th- 
I arrived at Golden yesterday evening 
at 6, tired & footsore – 3 months in the 
office has softened my muscles amazingly. 
Hendricks, of Chena was there & ate supper 
with me – we had a long talk & I told 
him about my intention of locating a 
Com. office at mouth of Delta River 
- he said his people had no interest 
in the matter!  Came up Twin Creek 
& visited No 1. above where Riley is 
sluicing – doing but little – he promised 
to come over to Cleary to see me tomorrow. 
Now lying on top of hill above Twin 
- I blow & puff – like a fat man. 

Diary 8, 1904 
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[captions:] 
N.W.  
Cor. 1st 
Bench of Dis. B 
on Wolf 
400 ft.  A. post 
 
Post A. location by Barnette for 

“W.” H. Summer, by Atty in fact Barnette 
Witnesses, Dan McCary & Jim Eagle 
Oct. 3, 1902 : Also location 
by W. Lawson.  Aug 11, 1903. 
Also location by John Kion – Jany 
17,  1904. 
 
“B” posts – one 30 ft south of north 
line of 1st Bench of Dis. of Wolf – marking 
claim of Emil Dorfner, J. E. Moore, Agt. 
claims fraction 35 ft wide – Next 
stake is 10 ft south of my line & 
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is John Dowdell – Halbert, witness; 
Went down & saw Halbert – we went 
around lines of Dis. on Wolff –  
& found notice of water right torn 
up & on ground – water ditch across 
discovery & 1st Bench off – Staid 
all night with Discover people on 
Cleary – bed was a wobbly structure 
& clothing an old fur robe. 
 -12th- 
After breakfast went over & was 
running my line between discovery on 
Cleary & my bench on left limit – when 
Mr. Hastings came over & informed 
me that Mrs. Crawford was dead. 
She has been sick for some time 
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& he told me yesterday that she 
had seemed bad but was much 
better & when the neighbor women 
went to see her yesterday evening 
she said she was so much better 
that she thought she would get up- 
She rested comfortably all night but 
this morning took worse suddenly 
& died in a few minutes.  Dr King 
was called at my suggestion & says 
it was blood poisoning – she 
swallowed a pin a week ago 
& it has evidently caused the trouble. 
Have been with Crawford – he wants 
her buried – temporarily – on my 
claim – 1st bench off Dis. on 
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Wolf & I am looking after the  
details for him.  Have worked 
all afternoon planing lumber for a 
coffin – raining & dismal weather. 
Mrs. Crawford is the first white woman 
to die and be buried in the Tanana 
valley! 
 -13th- 
Yesterday was a cold rainy day, black 
in disposition & circumstances – 
I worked till late in the afternoon – 
wet, muddy and cold & then went off 
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& left the carpenter to complete the 
work – he made the coffin too short 
after I left & when I returned I 
had to cut out the head & foot boards 

Diary 8, 1904 
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& lengthen it two inches.  We did 
not get it lined & finished until 
after 10 a.m.   This morning the 
skies are brighter & the rain has 
ceased, but the tundras of Cleary 
creek are knee deep in mud & water. 
There is no road on the creek & you 
just make up your mind where the 
mud & water is shallowest & wade! 
Ronan & Mattison – who own the 
1st Bench off No 1. Above Discovery 
on the left limit began to sink my 
shaft near their lower line to bedrock 
yesterday & I hope to see it down today! 
     At 11 oclock I conducted the funeral 
of Mrs. Crawford – a young woman 
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her husband a miner at Dawson & now 
here on Cleary.  The pall bearers were six 
stalwart miners – the coffin at the 
grave rested on two upturned mining buckets 
covered around with soft moss – the box 
in the grave was banked with same soft 
and beautiful moss – 6 women present 
- Mrs. Hastings, Mrs. Boone Sr. & Jr. 
Mrs. Esterly, Mrs. Copes & Mrs Brown 
They sang “Rock of Ages” - & Nearer my God 
to thee”.  I spoke as best I could – on the 
loss of the husband & community – briefly, 
& upon the fact that it was a miners 
funeral and the first funeral of 
a white woman in the Tanana 
region!  Her grave was banked 
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high with the most beautiful moss 
I ever saw – 25 or thirty miners 
present. 
     This afternoon spent in cutting 
out my line next Dis. on Cleary. 
It runs down into the creek & I am 
greatly pleased with it – Also 
Ronan, Mattison & Nightingale 
have worked in sinking the shaft 
near my upper line – we have struck 
was {what} seems to be good pay – 5 cents 
to the pan near the top – hope to get 
to bed rock tomorrow. 
     Visited 2nd Bench off Dis & 
2nd Bench off No 1. above – Darrells 
& Clarks – today & find all wood on 
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upper part cut & piled – Chas. 
Oesterle – No 14 1. above has name 
on some.  I counted 40 big 
piles cut & laid ready to haul - 

 -14th- 
     Cleary Creek, Aug. 14, 1904 
Received from James Wickersham 
the sum of Fifty (50) dollars 
being his one half of the sum 
due for assessment work on 
Discovery Claim on Wolf Creek 
which I hereby agree to do in 
fall for 1904.  S J Halbert 
     Paid above amount to Halbert 
who will also do his & my work. 
Also paid Mattison & Ronan 
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$35.00 in full to finish shaft to 
bedrock begun by Pat. Whalen. 
- 3 ft. of pay dirt – I am now 
satisfied that my claim adjoining 
Discovery on Cleary in valuable 
- I now fix my value on it = $25,000.00 
{(sold it in 1930 – for $1000.00)} 
Also paid Hastings, for Discovery 
people $100. board for Pat. Whalen 
& owe them $37 – for labor of man 
5 or 6 days to assist him. 
Paid P. Whalen  $115.00 
   “  Freight tent       8.00 
   “  Mattison & Ronan     35.00 
   “  Dis. board Whalen  105.00 
   “    “    asst. Whalen     27.50 
Cost Asst. work  $290.50 
on 3 claims on the left limit. 
of Cleary – off Discovery for 
1904 – Came by & inspected 
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the Triangle claim at junction 
of Chatham & Cleary – Jim Eagle 
wants me to buy his ½ interest for 
$500, on which I have paid 
him $35.00 
[map captions:] No 5 on Cleary 
Discovery on  Chatham 
Pay  Pay 
 
I am inclined to buy this interest 
for it is a good claim.  Left 
Cleary about 4 oc. & came over 
to Golden – At “Costa House” - 
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which is advertised as the “only two 
story Hotel on the Creeks” – and 
it is certainly the best.  Jack Ross 
an old time Sour Dough, propr. 
Met Twilliger, Dep. Col. Int 
Rev. here looking up his line. 
 -15th- 
Left Ross’ hotel at 8 oclock & walked 
the telephone trail to Fairbanks – new trail & 
swampy.  Fine day – walked the 14 miles 
in four hours without sitting down or 
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resting.  Bath – clean clothes & was in 
court at 2 p.m. - but nothing to do. 
No mail – no boat – no news. 
 -16th- 
Court today but lawyers postponed 
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everything until tomorrow.  Barnette 
just informed me that one Clapp, Asst. U. 
S. Eng. telegraphed him from Mentasta 
to stop turning Tanana into Slough! 
Verily the “Knocker” accomplishes something 
if he only keeps at work.  Have about con 
=cluded not to buy Jim Eagle interest in 
the Chatcham Creek fraction – it is so small 
& money is better invested in something else. 
 -17th- 
Hearing motions for new trial &c. & among 
them heard the motion for new trial in Barnette v. 
Freeman, et. al. which is a close & bitterly 
contested case.  I am now inclined to the 
opinion that the jury returned a verdict on 
insufficient testimony – but even with 
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that there are so many close questions in 
the case that I may conclude not to disturb 
the verdict – There are good reasons why 
I ought to let Barnette win – if at all, only 
in the Circuit Court of Appeals – He is totally 
obtuse in his ideas of right & wrong! & has 
placed me in such a position that in a close 
case I am almost obliged to decide against 
him – in this case. 
 -18th- 
Hearing cases – motions &c. but about 
finished – Will take the “Sarah” in a week 
or ten days for the outside.  It is remarkable 
how the town is growing.  It is as if Dawson 
were transported here in a night.  There 
are now probably 2000 people in  Fairbanks 
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& the end is not yet-  I paid $175. for the 
lot where our house stands – N.E. Cor. 
Nobel & First Ave. & in the spring & already 
business has completely taken the blocks 
next to us & even invaded the block just 
across the street – the lot is now worth 
$1750! – what Shylock called “den per 
cent brofits”.  The Apple block on my lot 
at S.W. Cor. Cushman & First Ave. is the 
choicest peice of property in town & will 
continue to pay me more than $300 per mo. 
for 3 years.  Mills are working long overtime 
- carpenters get $15.00 per day & all things 
in proportion. Cushman streets is now 
being cleared out & will be the finest in Alaska 
Edgar has retailed the front 75 ft. of his lot & the parties 
are to pay him $200 per mo. & put up two story building 
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Still trying small matters & settling 
the ends of cases – It has been raining for 

four days & the river is high and rapidly 
rising – the “Tanana”, “Koyukuk”, “Lavelle 
Young” & “Rock island” all in.  Recd. 
mail – no news – but salary vouchers for 
May & June.  Paid Heilig in full –  
Learned that our boat – “Sarah” will probably 
be at Ft. Gibbon on 28th – we go next Sunday. 
Tried Ole Peterson, today, for insanity & 
sent him to Oregon Insane Asylum. 
 -24th- 
Granted New Trial in Barnette v. Freeman. 
While the opinion is brief & not carefully written 
I consider it very important on account 
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of the fact that the principle therein announ 
ced – if carried to a proper conclusion – 
will effectually cure the curse of the 
abuse of the power of attorney in locating 
mining claims.  The principle is that 
there is no reservation or segregation 
of the claim from the public lands, so as to 
prevents its exploration by other miners, 
until an actual discovery of mineral is 
made. 
 -26th- 
Business of the court about done – we 
are packing to leave on first boat to meet 
the Dawson boat.  River is very high & 
drifts threaten to take the bridge out but 
so far it is saved. 
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 -27th- 
Earthquake at 12 oclock, noon- 
from S.W. to N.E. & quite strong for 
several minutes – no damage but 
everybody ran outdoors, &c.  Busy 
closing up court matters & nothing left 
that I can force to be finished. 
 -28th-  Sunday. 
Miss Ebersole rents our house at 
$45.00 per month & buys our provis 
=ions.  Kellum has agreed to buy my 
library - $1850.50  Paid my bills today. 
Chena river falling – “Florence S: in port. 
Filed Affidavits of Labor – Assessment for 
1904 - for 1st Bench off Discovery, left 
limit Cleary – also 1st Bench off Discovery 
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on Wolf Creek   Paid Johnsen in full $65.00 
 -29th- 
Filed affid. of Labor of Discovery on 
Wolf Creek.  Nothing from boats yet. 
Received permission from Atty. Genl. 
for leave of absence – Saturday. 
Geo. Apple paid rent for September = $200.00 
Harvey Gamble      “     “        “           75.00 
Miss Ebersole         “     “        “           45.00 
 -30th- 
Sold my library to J. C. Kellum 
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for $1850.50 of which amount he 
paid $750 – he pays $450 on or 
before Oct. 5, and $650.50 balance 
on or before March 1, 1905.  I also 
made an arrangement with Willig 
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by which I release my option to 
purchase a half interest in his mines 
in consideration of his transfer to me 
of a half interest in the Bear Creek Mining 
Claim – but I also made an arrange 
=ment for him to sell all his interests 
to Murphy, Revett & Cantar for the 
sum of $6,500. – and with them that 
if they bought I should release my 
mortgage and own a third!  This 
would make my third cost me $2800. 
while theirs would cost them $3250, 
- but I give up the 2/6 in Bear creek. 
Signing papers & working until 
midnight.  Left Willig notes & 
my business generally with Comr. 
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Ed.  J. Stier – he collects my 
rents, Kellum & Willig notes &c. 
Left Fairbanks at midnight 
on Str “Koyukuk.”  Have a 
very severe cold. 
 -31st 
En route down Tanana, on the 
“Koyukuk”.  Passed Nenani, 
Baker Creek, Tolovani, Cosna 
telegraph stations – also the boats 
“Marguerite”, “Tanana”, “Wilbur 
Crimmons”.  Cold & cheerless 
boat & weather, river fine. 
As we passed the Str “Tanana” we 
came along side & Mountjoy, interview 
=ed Heilig &c.  They are to consider 
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matters - &c. at Valdez – but as that 
is two months off I do not think 
Mountjoy will remain that long. 
Charlie Joynt is also aboard the 
“Tanana” en route to Fairbanks.  He 
is, to some extent, connected with the 
White Pass Ry. Co. – no railroad news 
& I am glad of it – a railroad will 
hurt the came– now. 
 September 1st 
The “Koyukuk” reached “Tanana” – “Weare” 
“Ft Gibbon” – this morning at breakfast time 
the “Sarah” was just a few hours ahead 
of us, and we transferred & good state 
room assigned to us.  With Mr. Harlan, 
Hess & Heilig called on Major Williams 
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posts commander – a pleasant man. 
“Herman” left for Fairbanks at noon 
pushing a big heavily loaded barge. 

- Ben Downing with his supplies aboard. 
Met Mark Sullivan, attorney from Nome 
who informed me that he and McGinn 
were to establish law offices at Fairbanks 
- he goes on “Herman” today & McGinn 
will come in this winter.  Passed on 
two applications for bar room license 
here – today – granted. 
 -Sept. 2nd- 
Slept late – breakfast at 9, but a glorious 
morning.  A cloudless sky & the mountains 
& hills flaming in red & yellow – the tints 
of Autumn – it is quite apparent 
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that the Tanana is a warmer region 
than the Yukon, for the Tanana leaves 
are yet untouched by frost while the 
Yukon hills are beautifully coloured to 
their bases.  We passed the rapids at 
the “Ramparts” this forenoon – met the 
“Monarch” loaded with passengers & freight 
bound for Fairbanks.  With a fair wind 
the “Sarah” is making 6 to 8 miles per 
hour up stream – water is high. 
 -Sept. 3rd- 
We reached the “Flats” – leaving the Rampart 
mountains at 5 oclock this morning, and 
all day long we are going past my old 
cabin mail houses of 3 years ago when 
in Feb. & Mch. I tramped along the ice 
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from Eagle to Rampart to hold court. 
We passed the Pac. Cold Storage Co.s str. 
“Robert E Kerr” with a large scow loaded 
with cattle for Fairbanks.  Beautiful 
day – and fine view of the Romanzoff & 
Beaver Creek Mts.  Much interest in the 
recent new strike on Beaver Creek. 
 -Sept. 4th- 
Beyond the Arctic Circle! 
We reached Ft. Yukon at 9. a.m. 
Jack & Mrs. Carr have bought out 
the N.A.T. & T. Co. at this point & are 
rebuilding the old store, dwellings, &c. 
Went ashore – got mammoth tooth, 
a fine specimen of H.B. tomahawk 
gloves, &c. 
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 -Sept. 5th- 
Came into Circle at 9.a.m. & remained 
till noon.  Expected to see Bob. Courtney 
of the N.A.T. Co. whom Mountjoy, Special 
Agt. Dept. Justice, suggested for Comr. 
in Dr. Nichols’ place – but he is out of 
town – at Dawson – though expected back 
on “Cudahy” today.  Informed Frank 
Jewett that I would appoint him & 
left a bond & oath for him to give. 
We passed the “Cudahy” 20 mi. above 
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Circle, going down, loaded with passengers 
& freight.  One strong proof of the gen 
=eral confidence felt in Fairbanks is 
that of the hundreds who have gone in 
this summer none go out.  On 
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this big boat there are none going 
other than the official crowd – the 
prisoners & guards – and both guards 
have a “poke” to take out with them –  
Besides these Pete Kling, from Cleary 
Creek, goes out after 8 years with a 
small fortune - $10,000, while Copeland 
one of the guards has as much.  Young 
Harrot, Pedros partner is going out 
for supplies, and all expect to go in 
over the ice in the spring.  There are 
no disappointed or discouraged people 
about – and not more than 20 in all 
 -Sept. 6th- 
Cold, but sun shining – spitting 
snow in the afternoon.  We arrived 
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in Eagle at 6:30 p.m.  Went up 
to court house for mail – received a 
telegram from Edgar dated 3rd as 
follows:  “The following telegram 
was received  by me today:  “I desire a 
letter of resignation from you to date 
from today of the office of deputy marshal 
On receipt of this telegram turn all 
government property and prisoners 
over to Dribelbis.  If this not acted on 
at once you will be removed letter on 
way explaining reasons.  Geo. G. Perry, 
Marshal,”  Will you investigate!! 
I did not & will not investigate. 
Our boat remained at Eagle until 
midnight & we saw the people, who 
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were as kind as ever.  Left $50.00 
with Myers to paper & Kalsomine 
our house – sorted the mail, signed 
a lot of official papers & returned to 
the boat where we were called upon by 
a number of our friends.  Heilig, 
Hess & Mr. Charles remain here, but 
Mr. & Mrs. Perry & others come aboard. 
 Sept. 7th 
Passed 40 Mile at noon – at Dawson 
at 11 p.m., but owing to the slowness of the 
customs officers we remained on board till 
morning, though those who resided in Dawson 
were permitted to go ashore about 12 oclock. 
 Sept. 8th 
At Regina Hotel for breakfast – visited with 
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friends – dinner in the evening at Roediger 
- Orr, Mr & Mrs. Holme, Finnie & wife & 
Roedigers family present.  After a most 

excellent dinner we all went to the Agricul 
=tural – or rather Horticultural Fair 
at the “Rink” and greatly enjoyed not only 
the display of fruits {vegetabels &} 
flowers, but the efforts 
of an ametuer company of comedians. 
 -9th- 
Mr. Bergholz, U.S. Consul called, & Mr. Har 
=lan, {&} Dr. Hamilton of the Bureau of Education 
& I returned the compliment.  He is of German 
extraction, from Vermont, politically, from New 
Rochelle, N.Y. actually, and is somewhat narrow 
& egotistical.  Very pleasant visit with Ed. 
Orr, who took me out to the junction of Bear & 
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Klondyke, where we carefully inspected the 
plan and workings of a mine whose overseer 
is J. M. Elmer, a young man with good ideas, 
and the ability to carry them out successfully. 
Lunch with Johnnie & Mrs. Scott & babies. 
Went on bord the “Selkirk” at 9.p.m. for 
Whitehorse.  Met Judge Eddie Crane 
on the street – he looks just the same jolly 
fat fellow & was particularly pleased that 
I fined “Red” McConnell $1500. for selling 
whisky in violation of law – their differences 
date from 1898 at Circle City- 
 -10th- 
Making good time – the Yukon – looks 
quite different now from what it did in 
March last, when I went down over the 
   trail. 
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 -13th- 
We are now in Lake LeBarge – the bed 
of extinct glacier - & will reach Whitehorse 
this evening about 5 or 6 oclock. 
Perry has not mentioned  the removal 
of Edgar – but he and Mrs. P  act 
distant – I am very much surprised 
at his action and cannot understand 
why he did it – just at the moment when 
my enemies are all trying their hardest 
to prevent my reappointment.  I 
had trusted him fully – and was constantly 
assured by him of his friendship and 
support – I am now afraid that he is 
working underground – maybe not! 
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 -14th- 
We left Whitehorse this morning at 9:30 
& reached Bennett for lunch – saw Judge 
Tom. Hume, on train bound for Fair 
banks!  Also saw both Skaguay & 
Seattle papers saying that he was going 
there to become a citizen of Alaska & 
intended to practice law in Fairbanks! 
Tom is foxy – and that seems to me to be 
a point scored in his candidacy for 
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judge!  We reached Skaguay at 
4:30, took dinner at the “5th Ave. Hotel” 
& went aboard the “Cottage City” & 
are now speeding southward.  Since 
coming aboard have heard another 
version of the Humes stampede, viz - that 
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he is going to Fairbanks with the real 
object – among others – of bringing a suit 
for Causten against Barnette, on 
their old St. Micheal contract.  This 
sounds reasonable, and may account for 
his remarkable trip – but why at this 
season when he has had all summer? 
 -15th- 
We passed Juneau about 3 p.m. this 
morning – Judge Day, McDonald & 
Todd came aboard going to Seattle! 
They are very distant & reticent about what 
they have been doing – I know absolutely 
nothing from them – Judge Day has 
merley spoken.  We eat at different 
tables – it may necessary to be so formal! 
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- merely as a spectator – in the result of 
his studies: He is more friendly than when 
he first came on board – he tells me that 
he will only remain in Seattle one day. 
We reached Vancouver, B.C. at 10 
this evening & left after an hour. 
 -18th- 
We arrived in Seattle, this morning at 
8 oclock.  Bid goodbye to Judge Day, 
to McDonald & Todd, his associates- 
He was quite friendly at parting & asked 
me to come and see him when in Wash 
=ington, D.C.  Left the Perrys (thank God) 
and Harlan at Seattle – Geoghegan will 
come over to Tacoma & help me write letters 
for a day or two.  We came over to Tacoma 
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 -16th- 
Beautiful day – We stopped in at 
Wrangell & I met “Chips” Cole & 
Marcella – and their family of fine 
boys & girls – also Patenude & Mr 
Kirk – recently the minister at Eagle. 
Perry opened up tonight and gave 
me his reasons for removing Edgar 
- I did’nt say a word, but I can 
not help but despise him for taking 
the $600, belonging to Edgar & keeping 
it.  I am more & more disgusted with 
the unsatisfactory attempts to admin 
=ister law in Alaska – and especially 
in view of Judge Days public invitation 
to unscrupulous persons to make secret 
attacks upon the court officials. 

Diary 8, 1904  -17th- 

september17a We passed through Queen Charlottes Sound 
early this morning & will reach Vancouver, B 
C. at 9 oclock this evening.  Have had a 
long talk with Judge Day today – nothing 
new resulted from it, and he seems to be 
inclined – I cant tell what his 
mind is about Alaska officials – but 
from the scraps gathered from his talks 
I know I should be so disgusted and 
prejudiced against both the people and 
Officials of Alaska, as to be obliged to 
recommend the strong arm for the first 
and almost a new set of appointments 
for the other – and would be wrong, probably 
in both cases.  Certainly I am interested 
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on the Interurban Electric Ry. and are 
at the Irving Hotel. 
 -19th 
Saw Judge Frank Allyn and asked 
him to go over this afternoon & see Judge 
Day & explain the old Brantner charges 
against me – he will do so.  I am going 
up to Buckley to see mother- 
 -20th- 
Mother told me that Frank had sold 
all his household goods – which were 
mortgaged – and had gone to Nome during 
the summer – leaving his wife & baby boy- 
His creditors were about to procure a warrant 
for his arrest – but May & Harry headed it 
off – she asked me to settle the matter up- 
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did so - $88.80 - $15 already paid. 
Every body well at Buckley. 
 -21st- 
Judge Allyn tells me he had very satisfactory 
interview with Judge Day who assured him 
that the Brantner matter was thoroughly 
explained – and was wiped off the slate! 
Judge Allyn sent him today copies of the 
briefs in the “Million Dollar Case” – he 
did not know that I was city attorney 
of Tacoma – or was a practicing lawyer 
before my appointment, but was apparently 
impressed with Ivey’s charge that I was 
only a politician.  He and McDonald 
were greatly interested in that part of 
Judge Allyns statement.  Am all 
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ready & leave St Louis this afternoon 
at 4. pm – via. the Burlington route.  I go 
alone as Debbie is afraid to try it – I am 
one of the 100 National Delegates appointed 
by Pres. Roosevelt to the Congress of Lawyers 
& Jurists – also the representatives of the 
Tanana Bar Association to the National 
Bar Association. 
 -22nd- 
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Left Tacoma on 4 oclock overland – last 
evening – passed Spokane early this 
morning now near Montana line – raining. 
 -23— 
A beautiful autumn day on the Yellowstone- 
We left the N.P. at Billings – up the Big Horn 
Custers battlefield – the Burlington Ry- 
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 -24- 
From Billings the Burlington route runs 
via up the Big Horn – across to the Powder 
& thence across Wyoming – the lower S.W. 
corner of S. Dak - & through Nebraska 
We have just crossed the Platte river at 
Grand Island – it is a mile wide & 
perfectly dry.  Its sandy {& dusty} bed really 
seems higher than the valley side! 
 Sunday 25th 
I arrived in St. Louis this morning within 
10 minutes of the time Debbie said I would. 
She is pretty clever at figuring out routes 
& time tables and started me right. 
Got my breakfast at 8.a.m. at the restaur 
=ant in the Union Depot & then took the 
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Market St. car and in 30 minutes was 
in line at the “Inside Inn” waiting for 
a room - #2142 – first floor and 
outside room – opening out into the 
oak forests in the main grounds of the 
Fair.  This immense hotel is a 
temporary cheap structure – telephone 
build – you can hear the man in the next room 
kiss his wife – but it safely houses 
7,000. people!  My room has closet 
& shower bath – hot & cold water. 
The bed is good - $4.50 per day strictly 
in advance.  For two persons the same 
room would cost but $5.00 per day –  
they make you pay the value of the room 
- less a single admission – for the $4.50 
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includes admission to the Exhibition. 
It is a beautiful sunny autumn after 
=noon – the wind plays music on the 
oak leaves and an old fashioned 
Illinois jaybird on the top bough 
mingling his clarion call with rustle 
of the leaves reminds me of Sandy 
Branch camp meeting of thirty years 
ago.  Feel fine – except tired feet, & 
expect to enjoy the next few days- 
Must now write to Debbie. 
 -26th- 
Attended the opening exercises of the 
Am. Bar Assoc. presented my creden 
=tials – signed the roll in that & in the 
Congress of Lawyers & I wrote - 

Diary 8, 1904 Received badges, tickets admitting 

september26b to Fair, & invitation to reception to 
be tendered to these bodies – the 
reception tonight & banquet on 
Wednesday night.  Met Edward 
Whitson, from N. Yakima & W. H. 
Harris from Tacoma.  Enjoyed the 
address by David R. Frances – Pres. 
La. Ex. Co. of welcome, papers by 
Hagerman, Pres. Am. Bar Assoc. & 
Dickinson, of Illinois – the later on the 
Alaska boundary case – as a court. 
Went to reception to lawyers at the 
Missouri Bldg. – met Oldum, 
of Nebraska – who nominated Bryan 
at Kansas City – Harlans friend & good 
man.  Reception nothing to me. 
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 -27th- 
Attended Nat. Bar Assoc.  met Judge 
Graves of Yakima.  Heard very instructive 
paper by Judge Thayer, 8th Circuit, on 
“The Louisiana Purchase” &c.  In the afternoon 
went to Alaska building – met Mrs. Hart 
registered – Judge Day and McDonald 
are in the city – at Alaska building today 
- waited for them to return, in rain – went 
out to near by Concessions & with Mr. 
Peter Jensen of Wrangell & Mrs. Hart 
through the “Pike” & took dinner with them. 
Visited the “Wireless telegraph tower” & 
greatly enjoyed the explanations – Took a ride 
around the “Intermural Ry” & went to 
bed – hot – hotter – hottest. 

Diary 8, 1904 
september28 

 28th 
Congress of Lawyers & Jurists  - John W. 
Foster read his paper on the settlement of 
international lawsuits before an inter 
=national jury.  Judge Brewer presided. 
Distinguished foreign jurists present. 
Banquet given by the Exposition to the 
Congress in the splendid banquet hall 
in Tyrolean Alps concession.  David 
J. Francis toast master – good speeches. 
I went with Whitson of Yakima, Graves 
of Ellensburg, Oldham of Nebraska – 
the latter one of the Sup. Ct. Com. & a  thoroughly 
attractive man because of his energy and 
active  mind.  Nothing particular today 
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 -29th- 
The Congress is growing somewhat irksome 
- the papers & responses are all determined in 
advance – there is nothing for me to do but just 
sit & listen & the proceedings though impot 
=ant are on a dead level of an agreed case 
- every body agress upon the necesity – or at least 
the general desirabity of uniform laws and 
international arbitration – the statement of 
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the matter is not so material.  Have attended 
strictly – but I intend now to begin to break 
away & visit the details of this most wonderful 
aggregation of the material triumphs of man. 
Rode – Ferris Wheel – 164 ft high – and visited 
many other attractions.  Went to receptions 
at S. Dak. state building to meet Prof “Tom” 
Sterling, with whom I studied law in Spring[field] 
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- he is now Dean of S. Dak. law school. 
Also press club reception – met Gov. Dock 
=ery- &c. &c. 
 -30th- 
Attended Congress in forenoon – visited 
around the government buildings in the 
afternoon – went with Whitson & Judge 
Graves to the Reception tendered to the members 
of the Congress of Lawyers & Jurists by the 
Board of Lady Managers, and after that 
swell and formal function we took in 
the “Pike”, until midnight. 
 -Octo 1st- 
Met Harston – formerly of Eagle City 
& took lunch with him today at the 
Hoo-Hoo Club.  All the lawyers have 
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gone and I am going down to the 
“Jefferson” Hotel this evening & probably 
to Springfield tomorrow – although 
I have not been down in St. Louis a 
moment yet & may stay over Sunday. 
Virgil Farmer – from Patoka sent 
me his card but my feet are too sore 
to hunt him up – will write him note. 
 Octo. 2nd 
Spent the day in St. Louis wandering 
- at the “Jefferson” a splendid new 
hotel. 
 -3rd & 4 
Spring field, Illinois – at the “Leland” 
- called on John & Emma Kenney – a 
good visit – gave Em $30. to go to the 
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St L. Expo. with, they are both growing 
old and suffering with disease – but 
Em is suffering worst with a complete 
breakdown with nervousness on account 
of his epilepsy, - poor girl, her life 
has been a hell upon earth.  Also 
had a delightful visit with Mrs. Fry[?] 
- Clark, Debbies girlhood chaperon 
- she took dinner with me at the 
Leland and enjoyed it very much 
as I did.  Paid my respects to good 
old black Sally Bird, my wash 
erwoman of 25 years ago – she is 
always delighted to see me- 
Springfield is progressing and 
improving in step with the East. 
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 -7th 
Remained nearly three days in Chicago 
- visited McClurgs and other old book 
stores – bought books – Lodged at the 
Auditorium & visited Fields Col 
=umbian museum – took an 
automobile ride – saw “Nat Goodwin” 
at Powers theater, &c. &c. 
 -8th- 
Nearing St Paul on my way home. 
Remained in St Paul today – visited the 
offices of West Pub. Co.  Lawbook publishers, 
= they congratulated me upon the preparation 
of the matter for the 1st Alaska Rep. & 
said that it was up to the standard - they 
also agreed to publish the 2nd Alaska on 
the same terms as they did the 1st  
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They also suggested that I prepare 
one of the articles – “Mining” – “Extradition” 
or some other for a new law Cyclopedia 
- but as I did not feel that I would have 
the time I did not accept the suggestion 
Their commendation of my former work 
was, in view of the high standard which they 
set, however, very pleasant to hear and 
encourages me in attempting future work. 
 -9th- 
Crossing Dakota – raining. 
 -10th- 
Have met Borah from Boise, Idaho, 
who came so near defeating Heyburn for 
Senator – my acquaintance with him is 
very pleasant.  Also met Senator 

Diary 8, 1904 
october10b 

Tom. Carter, of  Montana, who boarded 
our train at Helena.  We had a long 
& pleasant talk, and he assured me 
that I ought to be reappointed Judge in 
Alaska – that he had heard no complaints 
&c.  He said that he had just received a 
letter asking him to assist some lawyer 
whose name he did not remember, but 
who had gone to Alaska to recoup his 
fortunes {“Humes”} – to secure the appointment in 
my stead – he expressed himself flatly 
that there ought to be no change. 
Carter is stumping the state of Montana 
with the Republican nominee for Gov. 
he thinks Roosevelt & Fairbanks will carry 
the state – that the Dem. Gov. Toole, will be 
elected – but hopes the legislature will 
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be Republican and he the successful 
candidate for Senator. 
 -11th- 
Two hours late – nearing the Cascade 
Tunnel – Reached Tacoma at 4 p.m. 
- Debbie well & every thing O.K. 
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 -Octo 25- 
When I reached home I received a letter 
from the Atty Genl asking my opinion about 
the advisability of removing the official headquarters 
of my district from Eagle to Fairbanks – on the 
18th of Oct.  I answered saying that on account 
of reasons which Judge Day would understand 
I did not wish to give any opinion – that Judge 
Day had recently been to Fairbanks – knew the 
exact conditions & that I preferred to have them 
act on his judgement.  Today I received 
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a telegram from the Attorney General saying 
“Letter of 18th received.  Want your opinion 
as to whether it is desirable to remove official 
residence from Eagle to Fairbanks.”  I answered 
this peremptory demand by saying that in my opinion 
it was desirable to make the transfer!!! 
     Nothing very particular since came home 
Telegram from Walter E. Clark to the “P- I.” 
Seattle paper, that Judge Day  has made a verbal 
report to the Atty. Genl. favorable to me, - no 
final or official report yet. 
 -26th- 
Another telegram today from Attorney General 
asking if the removal of the records, &c. could wait 
opening of navigation before being changed from 
Eagle to Fairbanks, if residence removed – answered 
that portion necessary for spring term must go 
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over the ice anway & that balance could wait 
till opening of navigation. 
      Been over to Seattle – several boats from 
Nome & conditions there about as expected – every 
body damning Judge Moore – Mort Stevens 
arrested for embezzlement there – was town collector 
- & made affidavit that he paid $2000 to Harry 
Steel – warrant coming for Steel who 
is in Seattle.  Steel says it is a lie - & I 
have no doubt of it – as Stevens as a thief & 
a liar of the rankest kind – the whole matter 
comes from Richards & probably Major Strong of 
the “Nome Nugget.”  Went to theatre tonight with 
Debbie – “The Wizard of Oz.”  Darrell is now 
around at Porto Rico ! and is quite a 
sailor.  His vessel – “Tacoma” – is assigned 
to the Carribean Sea Squadron. 
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 -27th- 
Our 24th wedding anniversary! 
     Reced. telegram from Attorney General. 
“Your residence and that of Attorney and 
Marshal changed to Fairbanks commencing 
December first.  Letter to Valdez.  Moody.” 
     Was over at Seattle today – saw Dr. Cabell 
Whitehead – but little time & go back Saturday 
to consult with him about Fairbanks ditch & mine. 
 28th 
Long visit with Senator Foster over at his 

mill office – he promised me frankly and 
freely – voluntarily – that he would do all 
he could to secure my renomination and 
expressed himself as heartily disgusted 
with the “Ankeny crowd”.  Evidently they hold 
too tight a rein on the “old Man”, and he frets. 
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 29th 
Visited Seattle.  Al. Cody, Dep. Mar. from 
Nome is there with a warrant for Harry Steel 
but Judge Dubose, John Corson, Sullivan 
&  other of the Marshal Richards gang have 
been telegraphing to head the arrest – I 
gave Dubose a letter saying that Mort 
Stevens – upon whose testimony Steel is 
held - is a thief and scoundrel – in more 
legal terms, however.  Stevens will be 
down on next boat – was sentenced to five 
years in McNeils Island penitentiary 
& $5000. fine.  Dr. Whitehead talked 
about a bank & water ditch at Fairbanks 
& will write me more fully about it in 
November.  Debbie went over to Seattle 
 with me – Ed. Harlan there & Perrys. 
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 -30th- 
The “Tacoma” in from Nome.  McGinn 
& Harry Steel went over to the U.S. Pen 
& interviewed Mort. Stevens – who 
made a full confession  in writing that 
his former charges against Steel were 
false and unfounded.  He says that 
he was encouraged by officials in Nome 
to incriminate Steel with the hope that 
he would thereby escape with a light 
sentence. 
 Nov. 5 
Left Seattle on Excelsior for 
Valdez – Have been in Seattle all  
week with Debbie at Rainier-Grand 
waiting for boat.  Perrys, Harlans, 
Geoghegan aboard – full cargo also. 

Diary 8, 1904 
november05b 

Have attended grand Lodge of A.B’s 
in Seattle this week and was on Com. 
on Credentials.  Recd. card from the 
“Alaska Club” making me an “Honorary Mem 
=ber”.  George Esterly, Meenach & 
others from Valdez to see me; - also Col. 
Perkins, Dick Ryan and the Nome 
contingent, who seek to join forces in 
their fight against the Heid-Brady faction. 
I do not care about either of them partic 
=ulary but did what I thought would 
keep up the contention between them & 
not enough to justify either one in oppos 
=ing me as an enemy – They are both my 
enemies – but cannot agree on their own 
matters.  Have suggested to Debbie 
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that she come to Valdez to meet me 
Diary 8, 1904 
november05cand06
and07and08a 

in February & go across from Valdez 
to Fairbanks with me in March. 
     Paid another payment on my 
Puyallup valley land before I left 
Tacoma, also taxes on it to date. 
 -6th- 
Gulf of Georgia.   The Captain of 
Excelsior is instructed to get us to 
Valdez on time for court on 14th if possible. 
 -7th- 
Millbank Sound at noon. 
 8th 
Dixons Entrance – hard storm 
this evening – wind from astern – but 
the worst I ever saw – Cannot get 
through Wrangell Narrow tonight 
- so lay out in channel & roll all night. 
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Mr. Harlan has “great expectations” 
yet – and told me today that if he 
were appointed judge at Valdez 
he would stay there – and not make 
these ocean trips, of which he is afraid!! 
 9th 
Wrangell Narrows.  We remained at 
the Narrows until one oclock today 
before we could get through on account 
of the low tide!  We will reach Juneau 
about midnight or one oclock – 
Am writing letter to Debbie to be mailed 
there. 
 -10th- 
We arrived in Juneau last night at 
1:30 a.m.  I went up town & the watchman 
at the Custom House hunted me up & 
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said that Capt. Jarvis had left word 
that I should come to his house & call 
him which I did.  We went down town 
& had lunch – to the office & talked for 
hours & I left Juneau at 6 oclock 
 Roosevelt & Fairbanks 
  Elected. 
by a safe majority – Mead was 
elected {Governor-} in Washington.  I had a 
long and very pleasant visit with Jarvis 
who told me about the trip from Fairbanks 
around via Nome, to Juneau with Judge 
Day  - He says Judge Day was satisfied 
with me and my services as judge – & will 
recommend my reappointment, &c.  He said 
many pleasant things – Jarvis wants 
to be Governor of Alaska – but will 
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not say so and even worse wont let 
any one else say it.  He can have 
that or the head of the Revenue service 
when Capt. Shoemaker retires – but 

I know from his conversation that he 
really prefers the governorship. 
    The “Exclelsior” put off the freight 
& passengers for Sitka at Juneau & 
we are now sailing through Icy Strait 
It is a beautiful sunny day – with ice 
bergs all around us – it looks as 
if we might have some good weather 
outside.  Passed the mouth of Glacier 
Bay – Muir Glacier was plainly seen in 
the distance – a procession of stately ice 
bergs marches out into Icy Strait – at 
dark we had passed out of Cross Sd. into the 
    Pacific 

Diary 8, 1904 
november11 

 -11th- 
At sun up we were steaming into Yakutat 
Bay – the grand mass of the St Elias range 
standing out clear and bold 
Not a cloud – the great white range 
appeared to rest on the dark waters of 
the bay – the bright blue sky above.  It 
was a sight seldom witnessed – the 
mountain mass for fifty miles along 
the coast is 10000 feet high – the 
peaks rise to 18,000 and more – 
the Malaspina glacier, spreading 
its front 60 miles along the coast 
is with its feeding fileds  larger 
than Switzerland with all its glaciers! 
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 -12th- 
Kayak.  Left Kayak at 8 a.m. 
Reached there at 3.am & unloaded, 
took on lot of passengers – Whittlesey, 
Willoughby Clark, & several witnesses 
and jurors.  There was also disem 
=barked at Kayak a young woman 
- apparently of good character and clean 
& bright from Londondery, Canada, 
who came to marry a man by the name 
of White.  A committee met her 
at the island, to inform her that her 
affianced is a “squaw man” & has 
a child in the camp by his Indian 
woman!    Mr. Harlan gave me 
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 November 12th  - continued. 
the opportunity today to mention the fact 
that of all those attempting to blackguard 
me in the Day investigation at Valdez 
that Hubbard – his Valdez deputy was 
the worst – the organizer – He defended 
Hubbard warmly – but as warmly I accused, 
- he understood my position clearly & 
is perfectly willing to reap the reward 
of the efforts of Hubbard and others to 
do me the vilest injury.  I will wait 
patiently – but if I am reappointed will 
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do my best to weed the gang out!! 
Another beautiful day – we reached 
Valdez tonight at midnight! 

Diary 8, 1904 
november13a 

 Nov. 13th 
Reached Valdez last night, and 
went to the St. Elias Hotel – Hender 
=son met me at the boat – but Heilig 
has not yet called to see me. 
We learned upon our arrival that 
Judge Thomas Humes had died at 
Fairbanks on Wednesday – the 9th 
This will disarrange many well laid 
plans of the conspirators against me. 
Heilig had been assumed by the Sullivan 
- Christian forces who were working through 
Ankeny for Humes that if would desert 
me and remain neutral he should be 
retained by Humes as Clerk, and acted 
accordingly.  Many other of my dear 
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weather friends were attracted to the Humes 
support by his presence in Fairbanks 
& the persistent undercurrent, that 
he had gone there with a promise of 
appointment in my place – His 
death disorganizes all their efforts. 
My friends in Fairbanks Valdez however 
were not frightened or intimidated by 
that bold political move and have 
remained loyal to me: - the most 
disloyal of all are Heilig & Claypool 
the latter of whom has not missed an 
opportunity to attack me in public 
where he thinks I will not hear of it. 
Of course Harlan is being used by the 
Copper crowd to kill me off – but they 
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do not intend to do anything for him 
in return.   Geoghegan has also been 
acting foolish – but I will now bring 
him up with a sharp pull and divorce 
him from the Harlans to whom he seems 
as slavishly devoted as Jeffrys was to 
Mort. Stevens-  I saw George at 
Juneau and he now sees clearly that 
he was used by Stevens – robbed and 
dropped {by him} when his money had disappeared. 
Most of my friends have stood the test 
without a single word of assurance from 
me – but a few of those nearest who 
have been most actively attacked have 
grown weak – but I am not discouraged 
for I well knew of their weakness of 
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character – but if I am reappointed 
I can make up a new list of men 
of stronger character and will do 
so promptly – I will do nothing 
however, until my reappointment 

- if it comes – so that if I am not 
reappointed there will be the least 
evidence of trouble possible 
     Am now beginning my instructions 
to the Grand Jury – and a letter to Senator 
Fairbanks upon the necessity for this 
new Roosevelt Administration to take 
hold of and organize Alaska by 
the appointment of Jarvis as governor 
& through him as the personal representation 
of the president to appoint all other 
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officials – so as to form a Roosevelt 
system – a homogenious system 
all of every part of which shall 
be responsible to the head through 
Jarvis. 
 -14th- 
Special November Term, Valdez. 
     Court today – grand jury empannelled 
- J. C. Martin foreman.  Rob. Coles crier:  W.A. 
Berry, bailiff.   Mountjoy is here examining 
offices of Clerk &c.  We are in the new court 
house – arranging our quarters and getting 
things in order.  Telegraphed Abe Spring 
to send me report on conditions at 
Fairbanks. 
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 -15- 
Telegram from Spring, at Fairbanks, 
reporting on conditions there – also advising 
me that “Heilig wired Long not to pay 
my salary as license inspector and am 
fired.”  Mad – well I should say I  
was.  I called Heilig into the office & 
with him Mr. Plato Mountjoy, special 
agent, with whom Heilig had talked and to 
whom he had “knocked” Abe Spring continually. 
I then told them what Springs telegram said 
and Heilig admitted that he had sent the telegram 
saying that “Mountjoy” thought there was no necessity 
for Spring as such license inspector “But” I 
said “Mr. Mountjoy is not District Judge – I 
am judge in this district and neither you 
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he have anything to say about it – its none 
of your business – I resent your action”. 
I demanded that Heilig go at once and 
get me a copy of his telegram which he 
did, and I presented it to Mountjoy to 
read – it was as follows. 
 “Valdez, Oct. 31, 1904. 
John L. Long, Deputy, Fairbanks, Alaska. 
With your first report you sent declaration 
of intention of Day and Lyden.  Where have you 
accounted for the fees.  Mountjoy arrived 
yesterday.  He contends there is no authority 
in law for appointment of license inspector. 
Do not pay Spring salary until advised by 
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me.  Official business.  A. R. Heilig  
   Clerk.” 
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Mountjoy at once said that he had never seen 
the telegram – had no knowledge of it- and 
as nearly as he could repudiated it.  I was 
angry and spoke short and sharp to both but 
particularly so to Heilig.  I instructed him 
in Mountjoys presence to send a telegram to 
Long to pay Springs salary.  I told Mountjoy 
that Springs appointment had been approved 
by the Dept. of Justice, and particularly by 
Dep. Atty. Genl. while he was in Fairbanks & 
that it was {a} necessary appointment – one in line 
with a similar action at Nome, and on the 
Coast – Clegg being license inspector for the 
coast canneries, &c. &c.  Mountjoy looked blank 
- as though he had “meddled” – as he certainly had. 
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Heilig sent this telegram at  my demand: 
 “Valdez Nov. 16, 1904. 
John L. Long, Deputy, Fairbanks, Alaska. 
Pay Abe Spring his salary as license 
inspector until otherwise ordered. 
Official business.   A. R. Heilig, Clerk. 
Shall remove Heilig promptly if I 
am reappointed – as soon as I am confirmed. 
Str. “Excelsior” in from westward & went 
out at noon.  Mountjoy went out on her. 
     Recd. telegram from Walter E. Clark. 
Washington D.C. Nov. 16 via Vancouver B.C. 
Judge James Wickersham, Valdez, Alaska. 
You are reappointed today.   Moore and Brown 
must resign.  Richards removed. 
  Walter E. Clark. 
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If this is true it is the most satisfactory 
and complete vindication possible, 
and amply repays me for all my labors 
and trials in  Alaska – it will be a 
blow to the “jury fixers.” – Jarvis and Clark 
have never ceased to work for me & I 
owe them much.  Busy in court – 
Grand jury hard at it – and I am hearing 
cases constantly. 
This has been a busy day.  Wrote to 
Debbie – before I heard from Clark – but she 
will hear it there. 
Invited Joe. Burk, “Prospector,” & Rotchford 
of the “News,” with Judge Lyons to dinner tonight 
We celebrated in a quart & good birds.   I enjoyed it. 
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[newspaper clipping, line breaks disregarded:] 
[sideways on left:] “The Alaska Prospector 
Valdez, Alaska, Thursday, November 17, 1904. 
 
Wickersham Is 
 Re-appointed 
Only Judge in Alaska To Retain His Position. Richards 
 Has Been Removed.   Brown and Moore 

  Must Resign. 
     During the afternoon session of court yesterday,  
Judge James Wickersham received a telegram  
announcing  that he had been re-appointed. 
     The message was from Walter E. Clark, the 
Washington representative of the P.-I., and a warm 
personal friend of the Judge, so there can be no 
mistake about the matter. 
     According to the telegram, the president made 
the appointment yesterday.   It also states that 
Marshal Richards, of Nome, has been removed 
from office, and that Judges Moore, of Nome, and 
Brown of Juneau, will have to resign. 
     This will be a source of great satisfaction to  
the many friends of the judge throughout the 
district, as he is the only one of the three judges 
to be retained.  The dismissal of Richards fully 
vindicates the action taken by Wickersham in 
regard to Richards, while in office at Nome.” 
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 -18th- 
No more news from appointment.  Busy 
now in court hearing cases – Preparing 
two opinions in writing – Grand Jury hard 
at work. 
 -19th- 
[on left:] Attended ball at Moose Hall- 
[on right:]  The lawyers are preparing and signing 
an {a} petition asking removal of Heilig, Clerk. 
[newspaper clipping, line breaks disregarded:] 
      “Washington, Nov. 19 – 
The president has decided not to remove Judge 
Moore, of Nome.  While his administration has 
not been satisfactory, it is thought that the fact 
that he has been surrounded by the worst kind of 
officials may be responsible for most of the 
dissatisfaction. 
     Governor Brady, whose office was also 
investigated by Day, has had his administration 
endorsed and will be reappointed. 
     The text of Day’s report has been refused 
the press, but is given out that Judge Brown 
violated the proprieties of his office.  Attorney 
General Moody announces that Brown’s 
successor will be appointed in a few days. 
There has been many applications for the 
position, but the president has referred them 
all to the Pacific Coast senators.” 
 
Prepared opinion in 1st  Nat Bk. Seattle v Fish. 
Dinner with Rob. Cole & family – Nan present. 
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Instructed Heilig to send telegram to 
Long, deputy clerk at Fairbanks, notifying 
him & lawyers that Official Residence 
had been removed from Eagle to Fairbanks 
to take effect December 1st.  Have 
received many telegrams of congratulation 
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from there today.  I am pleased that 
Judge Moore has been kept at Nome 
- and particularly that he is retained to 
give him another chance – the official 
statement being that he has been surrounded 
with such bad officials that he has not 
been fairly tried.  Rather a hard shot 
at Richards – Grigsby et. al.  Nothing 
yet about Perry or Harlan – I do hope 
Hubbard will receive notice to go!!- 
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I shall greatly regret if my letter to 
Senator Fairbanks asking him to secure from 
the President a Roosevelt – Fairbanks organi- 
=ization of Alaska fails to reach him before 
the governor is appointed – I do not doubt 
that Roosevelt will do it if he is rightly 
informed on the question. 
    My “jury fixing” enemies at Nome did 
me the honor to differentiate between me and 
Judge Moore by telling Day that I was 
“a damn bad man but a good judge” & that 
Moore was “a damn good man but a bad judge.” 
Since they are all now removed for being 
{“damn} bad” themselves, their evidence as to my 
wickedness does not seem to have had 
much weight = same as to Moores ability. 
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 -21st- 
Tried the case of Windmuller v Clarkson, 
without jury – decided for defendants.  Also 
read my opinion in two cases- 
Str. “Portland” in tonight – got a nice 
good letter from Debbie – she says she is 
both well and happy – Darrell in New York. 
Politics overwhelmingly Republican – even 
Missouri goes 30,000 for Roosevelt & Fair 
=banks!  Debbie sent me check for my 
last quarters expense account. 
 -22nd- 
On going to my room last night I found a 
letter which had been left there during my absence 
signed by E. E. Coy – containing a copy of a letter 
which he had sent to the President abusing 
Harlan & Hubbard - & to some extent comp- 
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-limenting me – He is the crazy old idiot 
that abused me to the President & Judge day –  
He tried to get me to read this same letter two days 
ago – in my office – and I refused to do it. 
This morning in open court I filed the two 
letters with the clerk, and “roasted” Coy to 
a turn for writing it.  I would have punished 
him for contempt except that I am inclined 
to think he is hardly responsible – at least he 
is so cranky that one ought not to pay attention 
to such a matter as this.  I threatened him & 
asked Mr. Harlan to examine the letter. 
Tried a jury case today – murder trial tomorrow. 

     Have this afternoon received three belated 
telegrams from Washington, D.C. - one 
from Asst. Atty. Genl Hoyt, amending the 
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rules so that we can pay witnesses such 
mileage and per diem as they ought to 
receive, and the following from- 
 Attorney General Moody 
“Washington Nov. 17, 1904. 
James Wickersham 
     Valdez, Alaska. 
The President has reappointed you 
Judge third division of Alaska. 
  Moody.” 
also one from Stephen Birch, from 
Washington, of same date, saying 
“We all send hearty congratulations on 
your reappointment.” “We” means 
Clark, Birch and my other friends there. 
I feel now that I can say, modestly but 
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to my own private diary – that notwithstanding 
all the mistakes which I have made my life 
is now fairly a success – not that I have 
reached the end, but that I am now in that sphere 
where successful men stand, and from which 
I can do more and better work.  I am particu 
=larly proud of my reappointment because 
of Darrell – he can now always be 
reasonably satisfied to say who his father 
is – and my good clean pure minded 
wife is to be credited with nearly all of 
it.  I try not to gloat over anothers misfortune 
yet the following reads well in connection with 
my past recollections of “jury fixing” at Nome: 
[newspaper item, line breaks disregarded:] 
“     Washington, Nov. 20 – The president has 
the matter of Alaskan appointments still under 
consideration.  The marshal for the Second 
division will be named soon, and will be  
expected to proceed to Nome at once, over 
the ice, to relieve Richards.” 
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 -23rd- 
Str. “Dora” in from Westward with 
witnesses, jurors, officers &c from Kodiak 
and way ports.  Trial of my civil 
case – things going slowly. 
 -24th- 
     Thanksgiving Day- 
No court.  Worked on correspondence 
& other office matters – wrote letter 
to Chairman House Comt. on Territories 
Washington, D. C. in explanation of Rust= 
=gards mining law accusations- 
Dinner with Mr & Mrs. Charles Debney 
- present Jesse Martin & Nan – 
A most excellent dinner – good wine 
& good cheer – Received telegram 
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from Barnette, Pres. Century Club, 
Fairbanks, informing me that the Club 
intended to hold thanksgiving ball in 
its new Hall at Fairbanks & inviting 
me to be present.  Returned my con 
=gratulations by telegraph. 
 -25- 
Trial by U.S. v. Johnson – jury – all day- 
Telegram from Abe Spring announcing the 
death of Archie Burns, an old frontiersman 
who owned a homestead across from Fairbanks 
- built first bridge across river at Fairbanks. 
 -26th- 
Trial of U.S. v. Johnson – all day – submitted 
to the jury tonight – The “Santa Clara” came 
in at 8 oclock – received good letter from 
Debbie dated the 14th – she had not then 
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heard of my reappointment which took place 
on the 16th.  Recd. kind letter from Judge Allyn 
congratulating both himself and me on the result 
Also letter from Senator Nelson, of Minnesota 
- he is still ugly – but not virulent – He 
keeps harping upon the idea that Birch supports 
me – as if a successful litigant ought to be 
expected to abuse the court.  Recd. clipping 
from “Tacoma Ledger” highly complimentary 
- & giving some of the details of Judge Days 
report – which seems to have sustained 
me fully – No news yet about other appointments 
I hope none will be made until my letter reaches 
Senator Fairbanks – in favor of “Organization” 
Jury in U.S. v Johnson seems to be “hung” 
Papers of 18th on “Santa Clara” 
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 -27th- 
Jury in U.S. v Johnson out all night 
& unable to agree at noon today – discharged. 
 -28th- 
Called the case of U.S. v Johnson for a 
second trial this morning – there is much 
feeling against him – he seems to be a very 
bad character when drunk – he is known as 
“Eat-em up” Johnson – for his fighting proclivities 
when drunk.  All day trying to get a jury but 
not finished yet – adjourned our efforts at 
5 oclock till tomorrow morning hoping 
that the arrival of the “Portland” from westward 
will bring us additional jurors.  Wrote 
to Debbie today – Am to have an informal 
reception at “Tilicum Club” tonight. 
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 -30th- 
Began the second trial of “Eat-em-up” Johnson 
Monday morning and have, after three hard days 
work, just submitted it to the trial jury – 9 oc. 
p.m- It has been a hard case and has greatly 
fatigued me.    The “Santa Clara” will go back 
to Seattle in the morning; have written Debbie. 

Send my Nov. salary voucher.  Jury returned 
a verdict about 1 oclock “Guilty”. 
 -Dec 2nd- 
Criminal case yesterday U.S. v Peterson 
manslaughter for shooting Pete Peterson 
at Uyak Bay – guilty, but strongly recom 
=mended mercy.  Today U.S. v Warner, 
manslaughter – Killing Albert Stecker at Red river 
on Kodiak island= Verdict. Guilty. 
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 -4 3rd- 
Sunday and a rainy day – worked in 
the office all day on opinion in A.C. Co. 
v. Debney – 
 -5th- 
No jury case ready – tried Stull v White 
without jury – 
 -6th- 
Recd. telegram from Abe Spring informing me 
that the Barnette-Freeman litigation had been 
settled – that Barnette had been paid $90,000. &c 
This claim adjoins – or is very near my claim off Dis 
- on Wolf – it encourages me to hope for the pay 
streak on that claim.  Turner & Swift Water Bill 
bought the Barnette- 
Freeman interests. 
Begun trial of U.S. 
v Hayashida – murder. 
 [newspaper clipping:] 
      “Washington, Dec. 5 –The presi- 
 dent appointed Royal A. Gunnison, 
 of Binghamton, N.Y., as judge of 
 the Fiast district of Alaska, to suc- 
 deed Judge Brown, who resigned.” 
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 -Dec. 7th- 
Clegg paid me $110.00 in full for rents, 
due on my McKinley St. house to date {Dec 1.} 
[newspaper clipping:] 
     “Washington, Dec. 6 – The presi- 
dent’s annual message to congress 
contains strong recommendations 
regarding legislation for Alaska. 
He contemplated a radical change 
in the powers of the federal officers 
and favors a delegate to congress.” 
 
The case of the U.S. v Hayashida, a 
Jap. for murder at Nushagak on trial today 
- case concluded & jury out. 
 -8th- 
Began trial of U.S. v. Sergin – murder 
{Matesero – mayhem} from 
Sand Point {Appollo Mine-} 
 – near Unga.  Read my opinion 
in A.C. Co. v Debney – in re foreign judgments. 
 -8th- 
Case of U.S. v Sergin all day – tired as 
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a dog – telegrams today announce the 
Diary 8, 1904 
december09band10 

reappointment of Gov. John G. Brady, 
Wm L. Distin, as Sur. Genl. & Judge 
Gunnison – names sent to Senate 
Have not heard from my own confirmation 
yet – my enemies may give me another 
fight there: It is my judgment that Brady 
is a good honest man – but that his appt 
=ointment is a sad mistake – he is hopelessly 
incompetent- and lacks executive ability. 
 -10th- 
Sergin case all day – a remarkle case 
of murder by two Aleut-Russians assisted 
by the murdered man’s wife.  This evenings 
paper says that Capt. Jarvis has been ordered 
to come to Washington on business connected 
with his department – but I am inclined to 
think it is on General Alaskan matters. 
Hope so at least – U.S. v Sergin sent 
to jury tonight at 8:30 = Verdict “Manslaughter. 
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 -11th- 
Sunday – worked in office all afternoon on an 
opinion in Stull v White – “nothing doing”. 
 -12th- 
The Str. “Santa Ana” came in this forenoon – a 
nice letter from Debbie – she is greatly pleased over 
my reappointment – and has evidently been enjoying 
the congratulations of our Tacoma friends.  I also received 
one of Walter E. Clarks genial letters – full of warmth 
and friendship, - he quotes Judge Days final report 
to the President in so far as it particularly characterizes 
me, as follows:  “My conclusion is that Judge Wickersham 
is an able, honest and upright judge: that he administers 
justice promptly and firmly: that he possesses the 
confidence of the people of his division: that his 
long residence in western communities and his familiar 
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-ity with mining laws and customs peculiarly 
fit him for the position he holds; that he deserves 
reappointment; and that the best interests of the people 
of the Third Division, - and of all Alaska for that 
matter – would be subserved by his continuance in office”. 
Clark kindly relates that the Atty. Genl. Knox and 
Asst. Atty Genl Purdy – as well as Asst {the} Solicitor Genl. 
Hoyt, also spoke well of me – and adds:  “These 
men are delighted with the outcome, and the President 
told me today how pleased he was.” – all of 
which pleases me beyond expression. 
    Recd. a large number of congratulatory letters 
also the information that the President removed 
Richards – for “jury fixing” – and the Atty. Genl. 
had telegraphed to Judge Moore to appoint his 
successor pro tempore – which was done promptly. 
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- The Mills of the Gods grind slowly 
- in the U.S. Marshals case, - but they grind. 
The President has said that he would not have 
appointed Gov. Brady again if the office had any power 

&c. – and the public intimation is given out that if 
Congress largely increases the powers of the office 
a new and stronger man will be appointed - 
Jarvis has been called to Washington – and I 
hope for the good of the territory it means him. 
 -13th - 
Trial of Anna Paterson – murder – continued all 
day – Recd. from yesterdays mail my commission 
ad interim, as judge – to last until Senate shall 
confirm or refuse.  Signed by Moody, Atty. Genl. 
and President Theodore Roosevelt- 
Anna Peterson – not guilty – she is guilty! 
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 -14th- 
Trial of Dempsey v Endeavor Cong. Church. 
 -15th- 
[written in right margin:] 
Trial of Dempsey v Endeavor Cong. Church finished – 
jury found for the plaintiff in the sum of $2000.00 
[newspaper clipping, line breaks disregarded:] 
  “Appointments Held Up 
Senate Committee Withhold Recommendation on Names 
 of Brady, Wickersham and Hoyt. 
     Washington, Dec. 15 – On application of Bois 
Penrose, a senator from Pennsylvania, the senate 
committee has consented to hold up its recommendation 
of the president’s appointment of Brady for governor 
of Alaska, Wickersham for judge of Third division, 
and Hoyt for district attorney of Second division. 
     Senator Porter J. McCumber, of North Dakota, 
in addressing the committee, stated that Brady was 
unpopular in Alaska, that Wickersham had been  
unjust in his handling of the big Bonanza case, and  
that Hoyt is opposed by the entire California delegation  
on the ground that he is not a republican. 
     The matter of these appointments will remain 
in the hands of the committee until the charges are 
investigated.  
 Would Raise Salaries 
     In his message to congress the president 
recommends that the salaries of the district judges of 
Alaska be raised; that a new civil and criminal code 
be enacted, and that bills be introduced and passed in 
conformity with the recommendations in the attorney 
general’s report.” 
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 -16th- 
“Santa Ana” going south at 4 p.m- 
Have instructed Heilig in writing to go home 
to Eagle & discharge Mrs. H. Dec. 31st 
Sent Debbie my photo as Christmas present. 
Ansd. my mail up to date.  Trying 
the case of Raymond v Hemple –  
without jury- 
 -17th- 
Tried case of Bankruptcy of Valdez 
Brewing Co. & demurrer in 1st Nat. Bk of 
Seattle v Fish today – Bought a big 
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black work dog by the name of “Dan”. 
from a Mrs. Bickers from Cooks Inlet 
- paid $40.00 for him. 

Diary 8, 1904 
december18a 

    Sunday. 18th- 
I feel discouraged and unhappy today – 
over the fact that it seems quite evident 
that my enemies are intending to make 
a vicious fight to prevent my confirmation 
before the U.S. Senate.  If I could be there 
and fight – it would be difficult but to 
sit way off here in Alaska while a 
pack of wolves liars –(some of whom 
owe me more than any other person for 
even what they have eaten for four years). 
gather there to misrepresent my motives 
and actions is discouraging  - The 
“Rampart Forum” – edited by J. B. Wingate 
is now vilifying me like a fish wife. 
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Took dinner with Mr & Mrs Clegg- 
wrote an opinion in 1st Nat. Bk of Seattle, 
vs. Oscar Fish- 
 -19th- 
Opinion in First Nat. Bk v Fish & decision 
in Stull v. White.  Trial of A.C. Co. v Debney 
- question service on foreign judgement. 
    Ostrander greatly surprised me today by offering 
to deny as atty. for  plaintiff, that there was any 
thing wrong in the Copper case – I think on 
his suggestion I will test him, Harlan, 
& Leedy & Kelsey, - Hubbard is beyond the 
pale, but may conclude to give him a chance. 
 -20- 
Measles in Jail – 25 or 30 prisoners 
Have discharged all jurors but 2: trying 
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equity cases – intended to Sentence all 
prisoners tomorrow – but two of these 
to be sentenced for felony have measles! 
J. C. Martin appointed trustee of the 
bankrupt Chittitee Development Co. 
 -21st- 
Sentenced such prisoners as were not sick 
this morning, as follows: 
Chas. Johnson, Asst. with intent to Rape, 10 years. 
Geo. Warner. Manslaughter; killing Albert Stoecker – 15 yrs. 
Fred Peterson,.     “             “    Peter Peterson       15 yrs. 
S. Gerasemoff      “                  “    P. L. Peterson        20 yrs. 
M. Hayashida       “                  “       Ikeda,             20 yrs. 
Jennie Raymond, Liquor without license, selling: $100. & costs 
 -22- 
Doing but little in court today – writing an 
opinion in A.C. Co. v Debney – nearly sick. 
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 -23rd- 
The “Portland” – came in today and I received 
two letters from Debbie and one from Darrell.  She 
seems in better health and sent me three sizes 
of her photograph as a Christmas present. 

Bless her heart – the pictures are good – fine 
and I am delighted to have them.  She wails 
about being parted from me by Alaskan office & 
I feel that she is right – it isn’t worth it. 
 -24th- 
Busy yet in trials – also working on opinion. 
 -25th- 
Sunday – Christmas Day- 
Nan Gave me two nice pillows – I gave 
her copies of my photograph.  Windy & 
stormy – cold & cheerless - working 
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in my office on opinion in Debney case.  
Have asked Billy Berry & Nan to take dinner 
with me at the restaurant. 
 -26th- 
Nan’s Birthday!  Began jury trial of U. 
S. v. D. A. Wentworth for killing Patrick Kelly at 
Sour Dough Flat, Unga Island.  Many persons 
coming out from Fairbanks – for business reasons –  
all say trail is good, and conditions here satisfactory. 
 -27th- 
Trial of U.S v Wentworth all day – given to the 
jury this evening – at 10. tonight looks like a hung 
jury.  Wrote long letter to Debbie- 
John Y. Ostrander has “rounded up” Harlan, 
Gov. Leedy & himself & sent in strongest kind 
of letters to the Atty. Genl. saying that charges 
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made by Senator Penrose for Helm, et. al. that 
unfair or improper action on my part occurred 
in the Copper Cases {were false.} Ostrander, Harlan, & 
Leedy & Kelsey appeared for the complaining 
parties here – and denounce their own clients. 
Prepared my voucher for Dec. salary & sent out 
 -28th- 
Bar Assoc. of Valdez preparing strong denial 
of Penrose statement that my opinion in 
Copper Case was unfair.  After two days 
trial and day and night session jury in 
U.S. v Wentworth disagreed & were discharged. 
Tried civil suits today without jury.  U.S v 
Miller. pleaded guilty to assault, 6 mo. in jail. 
Judge Humes body reached here from Fairbanks 
tonight – will go out on Portland.  Sent 
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$150.00 today to N.V. Hendricks, Williamsport 
Ind. in full settlement of their {Mt. McKinley} 
claim against me. 
 -29th- 
Opinion in A.C. Co. v Debney – in favor of 
Debney.  Began second jury trial of U.S v. 
A. D. Wentworth, accused of manslaughter. 
 -30th- 
U.S. v Wentwort – 2nd day- 
 -31- 
U.S. v Wentwork – “Not guilty”- 
Paid Nan $210.00 and took her vouchers for 
salary due for Nov 14. to Dec. 31. inclusive 
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Act. for my own quarterly expenses made up 
& ford. to Atty Genl. amount $239.10 

Diary 8, 1905 
january01a 

 January 1st 1905. 
 Sunday. 
Did not get up till noon – but still I slept 
 badly.  As soon as I was up went down on street 
with Bar Assoc. and walked behind the sled 
hearse conveying Judge Thomas Humes body 
to the “Santa Clara” at the dock- We paid our 
last respects and it was taken aboard – the 
“Santa Clara” left the harbor at 1 oclock p.m. 
for Seattle.  With Mr. Harlan & Mr Perry 
mad “New Years Calls” – several ladies “received” 
in spite of the fact that it was Sunday.  Called 
at Mrs. Cleggs, who was assisted by Mrs. Perry- 
also at Mrs. Fish’s who was assisted by Mrs & the 
Misses Root, Mrs. Donahue & Mrs .Lyons- 
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Mrs. Dates, assisted by Mrs. Debney Mrs Quinn 
Miss Shiffer & Miss Wickersham, and Mrs Leedy 
assisted by her daughter. 
 -Jany 2nd- 
No jury trial – Will now begin court cases. 
Tried three small civil cases without jury- 
     A beautiful winter day – we have had a 
remarkably fine winter – but little wind & bright 
clear days – very much as it is “inside”. 
 -3rd- 
Hear argument on motion to continue for 
term case of 1st Nt. Bk. v Fish, denied. 
Also prepared opinion in Raymond, vs 
Hemple – for plaintiff – usury. 
 -4th- 
Heard the case of First Nat. Bk of Seattle 

Diary 8, 1905 
january04b 

vs Loomis, Fish, et. al. and rendered 
judgment for plaintiff – reserved opinion 
on motion to dismiss attachment- 
 “Port Arthur reported Fallen” 
Am pretty well through term – hold court 
now only in afternoons – but am suffering 
with insomnia and nervousness.  Play 
nine pins of evenings at “Whites Bowling 
Alley.  It is a typical western resort, 
miners with their wool shirts, fur caps 
coast &c. sled dogs under foot – Japs. 
prostitutes, negros and every variety of 
life seen in a mining camp – with a 
roulette wheel surrounded by a big crowd 
& waiters passing drinks – smoke & 
general aroma of a western saloon. 
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 -7th- 
Have had an easier time of it this week – do 
not get out of bed until noon – I rest – rest – rest. 
I was just about worn out and certainly needed  
it.  Have held court for an hour or two each afternoon 
- can do all the work this week that way, - but today 
adjourned until 10 am. Monday when I have 

two important cases coming on which will 
about wind up the term. 
 -8- 
Beautiful day – fine winter. 
Capt. Geiger, Boone and others in today 
from Fairbanks.  They tell me that there has 
been a “strike” on the Toclat – the east fork 
of the Kantishna river.  they say the trail 
is in fine condition. 
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 -9th- 
We learn today that the Str. which we 
expected tonight or tomorrow struck a 
rock down near Juneau and returned to 
Seattle. – We wont have steamer now 
for 10 days – all witnesses, jurors &c from 
westward unable to leave – no mail – 
and it almost destroys the Fairbanks trail 
- people here now for 10 days waiting – must 
wait 20 days – while they can get out of 
Skagaway every two or three days – weekly 
mails from & to Fairbanks – but monthly here! 
Damn such service – it renders it impossible 
to get word to Debbie so as to get her here before 
March 1st – probably – it is a great dis 
=appointment to me. 
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 -10th- 
Am now trying case of Settlers v. Crary, being 
contest between several hundred settlers on the 
Valdez Mil. Res. against Crary who claims the 
land by virtue of Soldiers Add. Hd. Scrip. 
Oscar Fish has telegraphed charges of 
unfairness against me to Senator Bard of 
Cal. because I decided the case of 1st Nat. 
Bk. of Seattle vs Loomis & Fish for the plaintiff. 
The Senate seems to be ex officio a Court 
of Appeals for all disappointed litigants. 
Well, I have only one satisfaction – I will 
be judge as long as I remain here, in spite 
of such efforts.  Beautiful weather 
Damn the boat!  It ought to have been 
here today – but will not reach here now till 22.{no} 
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 -11th- 
Trial Settlers v Crary – finished taking 
testimony tonight. 
 -12th- 
Trial of U.S v Yoshida, a Japanese for the 
murder of foreman at Karluk on July 4th, 1904. 
Nothing about boats yet - & no news from the 
East about confirmation or anything else. 
Nan came up to see me a noon – she is 
having a friendly treaty of some kind with L  p  
and they are considering a question of marriage 
- seemingly, although she is quite careful about 
her statements.  I suggested that old fools, &c. &c 
whereat she laughed.  If I had my way I would 
provide a matrimonial committee in every community 

- 19 - 

 - 19 - 



Alaska State Library – Historical Collections   Diary of James Wickersham 
MS 107 Diary 8   July 31, 1904 through February 20, 1905 

& require all persons of legal age to marry – or confine 
them in workhouses – single blessedness be damned! 
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 -13th- 
Trial of U.S. v Yoshida – sent to jury, but 
they do not agree – a plain case. 
Blum, the banker, received telegram from Seattle 
today saying that Jacob Firth had organized a 
railroad scheme to build from Valdez to the interior. 
Ryan seems to be formulating it – which adds 
to its picturesqueness – but not to its financial back 
=ing.  Firth is able to do it – he has the confidence 
of Money – and it ought to pay – Still - !! 
     Recd. telegram last night from Fairbanks 
asking for lay on my Wolf Creek mining 
ground – telegraphed Stier today declining 
& advising to wait till I came over in Mch. 
 -14th- 
U.S. v Yoshida – verdict “Guilty.” 
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 -15- 
Fairbanks mail in last night – The Rampart 
“Forum” is blackguarding me frightfully in every issue 
- & sending copies to Washington to try to prevent 
my confirmation – another case of ingratitude 
- As long as I kept Wingate, the editor in the 
office of Dept. Clerk he was a friend, but as 
soon as I could not do it longer on account 
of removing the office to Fairbanks there is nothing 
too vile for him to say – my only reply is Silence 
     The bay is so calm, the water so cold, that 
the fresh water on top and around the wharves 
has frozen two or three inches deep and the boys 
and girls are having a fine time skating –  
the ice is perfectly smooth.  Had a most 
delightful dinner with Chas. Simonstead. 
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J. C. Martin and Dan Kain at their bachelor 
quarters on Keystone Ave. tonight – Mr. Harlan 
was also present. 
 -16th- 
[newspaper item, line breaks disregarded:] 
     “Fairbanks, Jan. 14 – A big stampede is on 
to the Mt. McKinley country, where Judge 
Wickersham staked in 1903, and also to some 
of the creeks adjacent to the Kantishna river. 
Anderson and Olson, two prospectors who have 
have been in that region all winter, just returned  
with almost five dollars worth of the dust found  
by them there.  They report a big deposit of the  
pay and the gold they had was coarse.  They got  
pans from five to ten cents.” 
 
This seems to be a special dispatch from 
Fairbanks:  it may be that they have not 
yet made a find of mineral in that 
locality but it is there, I believe. 
Trial U.S .v Uyeno, a Jap. charged with 
Murder 2nd Degree. 
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 -17th- 
Trial of U.S. v Uyeno, Japanese, for murder 
at Karluk, ended with Verdict Manslaughter. 
Nan – Mrs & Mr Debney went out to Camp 
Comfort on Sunday – to the top of the 
divide yesterday & back today.  Weather 
beautiful – the finest winter I ever saw. 
 -18th- 
U.S. v Komai – another of the 20 Japanese 
murder cases begun.  Took dinner with 
Gov. & Mrs. Leedy – a mans dinner – present 
Holman, Harlan, Kelsey, Bowers, Dr. Strong, 
“Oklahoma Bill” Hemple, the Gov. Jack & I. 
Mrs. Leedy also sat at the table with us & 
their two daughters waited on the table – 
Beautiful weather. 
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 -19th- 
Case U.S. v Komai continued all day. 
Telegram saying that the Str. “Portland” 
left Sitka today at noon – here about 
Sunday.  Oscar Fish got mad because I 
decided a case against him & telegraphed 
Senator Bard, of California, to prevent my 
confirmation = His brother Jim, learning of 
it also telegraphed Bard saying that 
Oscars objection arose from a lost case & 
that I was all right!! & thus the merry 
war goes on.  Hubbard, dep. Dist. Atty. 
also goes out on the next boat to “knock” 
and secure Judgeship for Harlan – but, I  
imagine, what is of more importance, the 
Attyship for himself! 
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 -21st- 
Four days spent in trial of U.S. v Komai, one 
of the 20 Japs, indicted for the march of Kawa 
=batta at Karluk – “Not guilty” – but he 
was!.  Clear day – days getting longer –  
but today it is blowing a gale.  No boat yet. 
No news from Washington yet. 
 -22nd- 
Sunday:   The Str. “Portland” came in 
at noon today – letters from Debbie, and from 
many persons about my confirmation.  I now 
learn that owing to expected opposition from Ankeny 
the President appointed me from Alaska and not 
from the State of Washington – this prevents Ankeny 
from objecting on that account, and leaves him 
with no personal grievance = It seems that 
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the President has taken a strong stand in my  
favor – that Judge Day – and the Attorney General 
& others are keeping him thoroughly posted, and that he 
is so determined about it, that, knowing Senator 
Ankenys opposition he has made it a personal 
appointment.  Ivey, and others of the Richards 
faction are in Washington slandering me as far 
as language will permit.  The Helm Copper 
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Case interests are represented by Senator Penrose 
from Penn:  Also received a letter from McLain 
of the Minn. “Journal” saying that he would 
at once write to Nelson, - but he thinks him 
very obstinate and does not promise anything. 
Also letters from Foster and Sammons – the latter 
thinks things are serious but will eventually 
pull through – Fairbanks will assist also. 
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 -23rd- 
Passed sentence today up Yoshida 
and Uyeno (wāno), two Japanese convicted 
for killing their foreman, also a Japanese, at 
the Karluk cannery on July 4, 1904.  The 
first one named shot the victim at night 
while he lay wounded and helpless in 
his bed: the second aided and assisted and 
himself assaulted and beat him with a lead 
bar.  They killed him (Kawabatta) to escape 
the payment of their gambling obligations in 
the sum of about $100.00 each.  Yoshida was 
sentenced to 30 years in the penitentiary (the 
jury found him guilty of Murder 2nd Degree) and the 
other (found guilty of Manslaughter) was sentenced 
to 20 years in the penitentiary.  Technically 
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both are guilty of murder in the first degree. 
I had all the Japanese (25 or more) brought into 
the court room and explained everything to them 
through interpreters.  This makes eight per 
=sons convicted at this term, from different personspoints 
along the coast, for killing other people, and all 
have received sentences of from 15 to 30 years. 
It ought to stop promiscuous murder out that 
way – At least five of these persons ought to 
have been convicted for murder in the first degree 
and hanged – but they were only indicted for 
second degree, or were allowed by the district 
attorney to plead guilty to that degree.  It may 
be better as it is – for if the effect is public 
safety out among the islands the good is accom 
=plished without taking human life – at which 
I cannot help but shudder, even if done by law. 
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 -25th- 
Henderson received a telegram from Senator 
Fairbanks saying “I believe the Judge will be confirmed.” 
- but this has a ring of doubt which accords with 
my own fears – still the President, the Atty. Genl. 
& Judge Day & Jarvis are working for me- 
 -27th- 
The Str. “Santa Ana” came in this morning 
Letter from Debbie – she does not want to come 
& go to Fairbanks with me – I am greatly disappointed. 
A meeting of the bar association of Valdez was 
held yesterday – Hubbard seems to have run it & they 
requested me to telegraph approval of District Div 
ision Bill to Washington – but both Perry & I 
refused.  I am not anxious to meddle in that 

matter again – nor to help Hubbard get a better job. 
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About 75 people in on the Santa Ana 
going to Fairbanks – a fine day – the sun is 
getting higher each day, and will soon be above the 
range of mountains south of Valdez.  Trail fine. 
Intend to dismiss all the criminal cases 
against the remaining “20 Japs” also the 
two remaining trial jurors.  Court is ended, 
except some opinions to be prepared in civil cases. 
 Piles Elected Senator. 
Recd telegram this evening from Senator 
Foster asking for appointment of Lee Van 
Slyke and S. A. Crandall as commiss 
=ioners as per my promise of December 
& also informed me that Piles was elected 
senator.  Answered that I would make 
the appointments Mch 1st.  Also telegram 
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from Foster saying: 
“Have insisted on personal hearing before 
committee on Judiciary.  Have wired Judge Day 
fully.  Have no doubt of favorable result.” 
I am sorry that he is beaten but Piles is 
the abler man for Senator.  I also telegraphed 
Judge Day, Washington, tonight. 
“Last March filed with Attorney General letters 
signed White, Allyn, Ronald, Piles.  See and 
file Senate Committee if necessary. 
Also received kind letter from Cushman dated 
Dec. 13, assuring me of high standing with the 
President & Administration. 
 -28th- 
Received another telegram from Foster 
this morning as follows:  “Unless judiciary 
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committee of Senate decides it unnecessary 
believe it advisable you to go to Washington city 
immediately.  Participation Chinese riots now 
made one of charges.  Understand steamer leaves 
there first.  Reelection Carter from Montana 
causes your opponents far more confident. 
Sammon leaves for Washington immediately 
He expects to hear from you relative matter you 
spoke to him about going Alaska.  Write him”. 
This latter clause means that Sammons wants 
a job in Alaska – wonder if he would make a 
good clerk?  Will at least make him a 
commissioner.  Evidently they are “doing things” 
at Washington – but I shall decline to go 
there unless order or request comes from the 
President, or some one in authority. 
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 -30th- 
The Str “Santa Clara” came in this morning 
with about 75 passengers.  Recd. letter from 
Debbie – she had another cold – and consequently 
a bad day – and has another “Charlie Joynt-off 
-on-the-mountain” theory that she ought not to follow 
me.  Think she wont come & go with me to Fair 
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=banks= Damn it.   MR. C. A. Giffen 
partner of Mr. Leland, whom I knew at Nome 
came to see me – letters of introduction from Leland 
& Walter Soderberg – He is going to Fairbanks – has a 
half interest in “14 below” – on Cleary.  Says Mrs. Leland 
wants to hear from Mrs. Wickersham & have written 
Debbie – Nothing today from Washington – but 
I see that Judge Day went before the Senate Com. 
on Jany 20, & strongly supported me. 

Diary 8, 1905 
january31andfebrua
ry01 

 -31st- 
Very flattering reports continue to reach us from 
Fairbanks of the richness of the mines.  Judge Arthur 
K. Delaney died last week at Paso Robles Springs 
Cal. & was buried in Whatcom, Wash. 
John Y. Ostrander brought me a letter from Sen. 
Fulton of Oregon, in answer to one to him from Os- 
=trander:  Says he is favorable – but nothing more. 
Just completed opinion in The Revenue Min. Co. v 
Balderston case – water rights at Capt Yaktag, 
sustain plaintiffs claims. 
 -Febry 1.- 
The streets of Valdez are active – people are 
loading sleds, training dogs, buying outfits 
&c. and all with their gaze fixed on the summits 
leading toward Fairbanks - & “Fortune”. 
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 -Febry. 2nd 
I have been seriously considering the appointment 
of Frank J. Kinghorn as Clerk of my court 
vice Heilig to be removed – Spoke to Perry about 
it yesterday & asked him to talk around & see 
what he could find out – among others he spoke 
to a woman - & like a flash out of a clear sky 
she told him that Mrs   had been a keeper 
of a sporting house in Dawson = “Big Irene” 
& the social side – the women vetoed it.  Too 
bad for he is just the I have been looking 
for – but I would never hear the end of it. 
“Santa Ana” went out for Seattle today – “Santa 
Clara” goes tomorrow with Perry & prisoners. 
 -4th- 
Geo. M. Esterly received a telegram from 
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Walter E. Clarke, Washington, D.C. 
on yesterday, saying:  “Lacy still 
firm against division.  Possibly no 
vote on Judge, recess appointment.” 
I gather from this that my confirmation 
may not be acted upon until the meeting 
of the special or next regular Congress-  Also 
the telegraphic dispatches today say that 
P. C. Sullivan is to be appointed U.S. Dist 
Attorney for the State of Washington in May 
when Fryes term expires. This means 
that both Ankeny and Piles will endorse 
him, - but what about Wilson & the  P.I. 
and Perkins & his papers!  Wont they 
have a Killkenny time of it – in Seattle 

& Washington – with the Postoffice & Sullivan scraps. 
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Took dinner with Henderson = present 
Harlan & Ed. Geoghegan, Bob. Coles, 
Clegg, Holman, Lyons, & I. = it was 
Hendersons 50th Birthday- 
 -6th- 
Have completed my opinion in the 
case of Gavigan v. Crary, involving 
title to townsite property alongside {& west} of 
Valdez – on the abandoned military reservation 
Am to take dinner with Holman tonight. 
[newspaper article, line breaks disregarded:] 
“Foster Blames Ankeny 
     Washington, Feb. 5 – Senators 
Ankeny and Foster are not on speaking terms 
now.  Foster blames Ankeny for his defeat 
by Piles, and a bitter personal feud is result.” 
 
I told you so!  Poor Tacoma 
she is a mere appanage to Seattle now. 
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 8th- 
It now begins to look as if my enemies 
would succeed in preventing my confirmation 
at this session of the Senate, - possibly altogether. 
Ankeny, from Washington, through John Forbes offered 
me $5,000. to vote for him for Senator 6 years ago when 
I was conducting Fosters fight – I called him a 
“son of a bitch” – and other things; Sullivan who 
packed the jury at Nome with Richards is Piles 
manager & is to be Dist. Attorney of Washington 
- so that Washington State Senators oppose me 
Senator Heyburn, of Idaho, was the principal 
attorney for Helm in the Copper cases, which I decided 
against them – Heyburns fees depended upon his 
success in that case - & were very large – he has 
been against me since that time & opposes me. 
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Senator Carter, of Montana is represented 
in Nome by two brothers in law.  Galen is Richards 
deputy – and is one of the Nome contingent who 
signed the charges against me – Galen was a 
Com. at Kongarock - & I removed him.  Lang 
owned the jail at Nome, & Richards paid him 
$3600. per annum rent – I reported to the Dept. 
that it could be built for $1,800. & the rent was 
reduced to that sum per annum – Carter 
will, of necessity, be against me, though he told 
me in Octo- that I ought to be reapppointed. 
     Senators Hansborough & McCumber of North 
Dakota, are the creatures of Alex. McKenzie 
who is yet so sore over his Nome experiences 
with which he associates me – that they are leading 
the opposition to me – Every Northern Pacific 
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influence from Seattle to St Paul is against 
me - & without the President shall conclude 
to make a personal matter out of it I cannot 
succeed – To date the President, Attorney 
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General Moody, Judge Day, Walter E. Clark, 
Capt. Jarvis, Senator Fairbanks & other powerful 
influences have made my fight – but there 
is no earthly reason why they shall continue 
to do so – and the opposing interests will be 
stubborn & assisted by such notorious 
liars as Ivey, McKenzie, Rustgard et. al. 
they can certainly prejudice Senators against 
one – since I can have no personal hearing. 
I shall, probably, not resist, but accept what 
comes with reasonable grace & in the meantime 
prepare to make my home & business in Alaska. 

Diary 8, 1905 
february08d 

     Evening telegrams announce 
that Perry was reappointed U.S. Marshal 
on yesterday – I am glad of it – for he has 
been more openly loyal and friendly to 
me than any of the other officials.  I got 
out of patience with him about Edgar, but 
otherwise & always officially we have got along. 
     Miss Florence E. Root & Mr. Arthur H. 
McNeer, are to be married tonight at the 
Episcopal Church.  Arthur is a splendid 
young fellow – a miner, a “rustler” – hunter 
and a mountain climber.  Sent them a present. 
Bonbon dish – silver gold lined, with enameled spoon. 
     Nan is having one of her crazy {despondent} fits & have 
just been over to see her – she will go home on the 
return trip of the mountain steamer. 
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 Friday – Febry. 10 
Recd. a Friday telegram from Debbie this morning 
“I am not coming to Alaska until June.” 
I am greatly disappointed – it is 3 ½ years 
now since she left me with Howard – both 
in good health and happy – it seems to me 
a century & as if I were transported to another 
world.  I will be at least 4 years of discomfort. 
Yesterdays dispatches say that Ankeny & 
Foster have endorsed Richards, from Nome for 
consul General to Yokohama!!  “They” are 
evidently trying to down me & rehabilitate both 
Sullivan, as Dist. Atty. & Richards in this office! 
Will the President so stultify himself? 
Str. “Santa Ana” just whistling at Ft. 
Liscum:  Telegram from Atty. Genl. saying 
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that Act of Congress of Jany 27. goes 
into effect immediately – it takes all our 
court fund. – No confirmation & no money. 
Had Dr. Boyle, James Fish, Jr. & Rev. C. F. 
Taylor, Episcopal minister to dinner with me 
tonight at wikedels. 
 -11th- 
Nothing in mail yesterday – Letter from Debbie 
but says nothing – she determined not to come 
 & go into Fairbanks, on account of the publication 
in the Seattle papers of a story of a great blizzard 
which was said to have raged over Tanana 

the latter part of last month – every body dead – 
in snowdrifts &c. &c. a horrible story – but 
wholly untrue!  Sorry she will not take my 
word for anything – both weather & trails in the 
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Tanana have never been known to be as good 
as they were in January!  I am greatly 
disappointed because she refuses to come- 
Have been sending telegrams today to Attorney 
General about conditions of court finances 
since passage of Nelson road bill.  It leaves 
us in bad shape.  Nan quits work in the 
clerks office tonight.  Sent a telegram 
to Walter E. Clarke, Wash. D.C. asking 
“Is executive influence {confidence} waning.  Telegraph 
situation.  Start for Fairbanks eighteenth.” 
Permitted myself to be coaxed into going to 
card party at Mr & Mrs. George M. Esterlys 
- large crowd present – stupid. 
 -13th- 
In answer to my telegram of Saturday – Walter 
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E. Clark says “Confidence unshaken 
Platt wont allow rejection without hearing. 
If unconfirmed expect recess appointment. 
Knox will help earnestly.  Walter E. Clarke.” 
They are now trying pass amendment to 
Alaska bill providing that no judge shall 
hold mining ground.  Dinner tonight 
with Joe. Derringer:  present Mr. & Mrs Debney 
Mr & Mrs. Clegg, Nan, Judge Harlan, Ed, Hender 
son, I & Derringer = At Mrs. Alens restaurant. 
A Clam dinner. 
 -14th- 
Paid Rob. Coles $100.00 on account trip to 
Fairbanks.  Telegraphed Heilig to go to Fair 
=banks at once with records & files.  Also 
to Steir to have my house vacant by Mch 1st  
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 -15th- 
On Dec. 5, {1904} I wrote Harlan, Dist. Atty. 
a letter calling his attention to Whittleseys 
shortage as Comr. at Kayak – Harlan 
has recently given the letter to Whittlesey –  
though it was a distinctly confidential com 
-munication about the management of that 
public business under our charge – and now 
Whittlesey is organizing a war on me & is 
sending charges &c. to Washington – I 
shall now decline to have any further 
relations with Harlan – he is a damned old 
backbiter & traitor – and I shall present 
the matter to the department and notify them 
of his crooked action with both Hubbard 
& Whittlesey & his efforts to cripple me - 
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 -16th- 
Nan has gone home – thank God! 
The Str.  “Excelsior” left here today at 11 a.m. 
My letter to Debbie was short – 
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“My darling wife 
Damn it. 
“Your loving husband.” 
A brutal letter – but I was so dis- 
appointed – then Nan is going down on same boat & will 
give her all the News.  Fraid I am getting cross & cranky 
though, of course, this was, and she will understand it – a joke. 
Dinner last night – Gov. Leedy, Goodell & Rotchford 
Most beautiful winter I ever saw any where. 
 -17th- 
Northern Hotel, Valdez, burned.  Heilig got 
away from Eagle to Fairbanks today.  Am 
preparing Findings of Fact & Conclusions of Law 
in Gavigan & Crary – Heard injunction case 
yesterday Bergstrom v Alaska Cent. Ry. – to 
restrain Ry. Co. from taking timber from Hd. to build 
road. 
 -19th- 
The “Santa Clara” came in this morning 
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I received a letter from Debbie – a nice 
good clean letter just like here – nothing else 
in the way of mail.  The P.I.  has a statement 
from Walter E. Clarke saying that I will 
not be confirmed – but that no action at 
all will be taken - & that I will be reappointed. 
     Gen. E. M. Carr of Seattle is on board – going to 
Fairbanks – He is a lawyer & “I just wonder” if he 
is to take Humes place in the effort to oust me? 
It now seems certain that I will not be 
confirmed – at least this session – whether 
the President will think it advisable to reap 
=point me for another recess term I doubt 
- I may have to be content with the 
findings of Judge Days report & the 
approval of the President - & quit. 
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Besides the personal friendship and 
support of Judge Day, Senator Fairbanks 
the Atty. Genl. & even the President I have 
been publicly sustained & reappointed –  
the Senate has been persuaded by my enemies 
- what more can I do? 
 -Febry. 20th- 
Court today for the last day in Valdez. 
Dinner tonight with Al. White & 
seven other gentlemen – the trail tomorrow 
Sent to Fairbanks by mail opinions in 
cases.  Rev. Min. Co. v Balderston.  Seitter 
v Alas. Treadwell Co: U.S. v Myers (Brown). 
Windmuller v. Clarkson:  Copper Riv. 
Min. Co. v McClellan:  Lumber Co. v 
Humphrey:  In re Nat. John Minook: 
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Alaska Com. Co. v Debney (2 opinions). 
Barnette v Freeman:  Marks. v Shoup, 
& U.S. v Roth. 
 Feb. 20th 1905 
 See next Book. 

Diary 8, 1904-5 
inside back cover 

 Nov. 21, 1904. 
Checks on hand: 
     Cleggs – Canadian B. of C.      50.00 
     Salary –  July – Aug. 30, 1904    416.66 
          “        August  Oct. 31, “    416.67 
     Expense    October. 27.    “    345.00 
    1228.33 
Nov. 22 Cashed Cleggs check  -  50      
   $1178.33 
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 -1905- 
Valdez to Fairbanks 
 -February 21st - 
The Strs “Santa Clara” & “Portland” 
came into Valdez yesterday & I waited 
for mail – one letter from Debbie. 
Left Valdez at 7:30 this morning 
reached Camp Comfort at 11:15 & got 
dinner.  Keystone Canon, Dutch 
Flat, and Wortmans RoadHouse. 
at foot of summit at 5 oclock – 
Miners camps all around – Dan 
Kane, Genl. E. M. Carr, &  others. 
Have Bob Cole & dog team of 6 
dogs with me – 20 miles today. 
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 -22- 
Left Wortmans early – climbed Thompsons Pass 
down head of Tiekel  - dinner at Ptarmigan 
Drop.  Beautiful morning – clear & calm. 
Mountains – serrated – sawtoothed.  Saw Tiekel 
Glacier, & beautiful frozen cascades.  Passed 
No 3. Telegraph station – Tiekel Canon & 
arrived at Beaverdam Road house for the 
night.  Walked from Wortmans to Ptarmigan 
Drop, before dogs caught me, & “acrobated.” 
the sled to Baverdam.  Glorious day & 
splendid mountain & canon scenery. 
20 miles today – tired & sleepy. 
 23rd 
Left Beaver Dam early – down Tiekel 
to forks & up north fork – lunch at the 
Telegraph station where we met Jacobson 
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& thence on to Ernestine Roadhouse. 
Fine weather – hard trail, but road rough 
Ed. Page who keeps Ernestine Roadhouse 
is old Alaskan – from Cook Inlet & 
Kenai:  Met Dan Callahan with teams 
from Fairbanks to Valdez for goods. 
21 miles 
 -234rd- 
From Ernestine north down branch of 
the Tonsina – arrived at Tonsina Crossing 
at noon – motley crew of Indians, 
miners, mushers, prostitutes &c. dinner  
Pete Monahan & his outfit on way to 
Sushitna to work claims – also govern 
-ment train of 40 or 50 mules packing tele 
graph supplies to stations as far as the 
Tanana crossing.  Roads ahead said 
to be good – so we started to make 

Copper Center – 24 miles by telegraph 
measurement – but much farther by road 
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Halfway it began to snow & we dragged 
in at 10 oclock – having walked 51 
miles – the last 15 in the face of a snow 
storm.  Hohman got us to something hot 
to drink & Blix a good supper & then 
into a good bed.  A hard long day. 
 -25- 
Have remained all day at Copper Center 
with Hohman & Blix.  Bought 6 more 
very large lynx skins for a robe = $33.00 
Met Lt. Bascott – U.S.A. who is here on 
special detail to find the Indians, many 
of whom are sick.  Beautiful view of 
Mts. Drum and Wrangell – the latter of 
is throwing great volumes of black smoke 
& seems to have a particular desire to 
show off – Blackburn in distance 
Send lynx skins back to Valdez – to be 
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forwarded by Debney to Debbie. 
Holman & Blix showed me their 
map of the proposed town of 
Copper Center; they named one of 
the streets after me & gave me two 
lots upon the agreement that I would 
build a house.  They are doing fine 
here – both with store and farm. 
They have a lot of fine marten & black 
fox skins & the largest lynx I ever saw. 
Large number of travelers – we are joined 
here tonight by “John the Frenchman”, 
with his fine dog team taking two prize 
fighters and a burly female companion 
into Fairbanks. 
 -26th- 
Left Copper Center at 6 am – a warm 
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south wind – a clear sky – a spring 
morning.  Wild canary birds bring 
advance news of spring – great 
concentric clouds hang above Mts. Drum 
Wrangell & Sandford – the trail lies up 
the center of Copper river – good hard 
trail – we came in good shape – past 
the Klutena – Tazlina – Gulkana & 
found our roadhouse at 4.p.m. just 
within the Gokana Gakona valley.  Overflow 
quarter of a mile below & waded to help 
dogs – feel fine today – rode enough 
to rest up good. 30 miles. 
 -27th- 
Good roadhouse at Gakona, but no 
fresh air in it since the windows were 
put in last summer.  Left at 6:30 
followed telegraph road on high ground 

Diary 9, 1905 north side of Copper river – and from 
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february27b the bluff had a magnificent view of the 

heights of Mts Drum & Sanford – and 
also of the great smoking crater of 
Mt Wrangell.  This fumerole – or vent 
for the interior fires, opens in the center of 
a level table land on the north side summit 
of this great mountain, and volumes of 
black smoke continually poured 
forth and rolled with the wind across 
the summit – it does not rise – I won 
=der if it is composed of heavy poisonous 
gases like those which destroyed Mt 
Pelle?  Up the telegraph road 11 mi. 
thence across the level lightly wooded 
plain to the Gakona river & up that 
stream 5 mi. to the Chippewa roadhouse 
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This hostelry consists of a tent & a lean 
too log cabin – a very primitive affair 
kept by one John Gillespie – 26 mi. 
 -28th- 
Left “Chippy-wa-wa” (as the miners 
call it) Roadhouse & waded water 
for 3 or 4 miles up the great wide 
glaciered river {valley}.  Snowed an hour 
in our faces & made the traveling very bad. 
In the afternoon late we struck bad overflows 
at the canyon & waded water knee deep & broke 
ice – but reached the “Roosevelt” Roadhouse 
at 5 oclock.  Fine day – sunny afternoon 
25 miles from Chippewa to this roadhouse. 
This is a big tent – a temporary affair. 
“Ed. de Mug”, “Billy de Pug” & “Belle de Bitch” 
are here with “John the  Trashman”. 
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 -March 1st- 
Had a good sleep at Roosevelt tent 
- a fine morning and as we approached 
the head waters of the Gokona – the highland 
- the view of Sanford, Wrangell & Drum 
was grand – Sanford & Drum on either 
side – seemed unreal almost – so blue 
and so sharp their contours – white between 
them and beyond – the long glacier covered 
slopes of Wrangell glistened in the sun 
shine like burnished copper – a view 
for a master poet – beyond the painters 
touch – the cone of old Wrangell threw 
up the smoke from its internal fires into 
a high column which finally drifted 
toward the Pacific in a long thread like 
cloud – Toward the other direction – the 
way we were journeying – arose the 
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snowy pinnacles of the Tanana 
range – down from the highest summits 
of which – in mighty terraces – dropped 
the great glacier which supplies the 
Gokona river with its summer milky 

stream.  It was a grand day – well 
worth a tourists time and labor. 
Near the head of the Gokonia our trail 
crossed a ridge to the west, and plunged 
deep into the mountain valley of the 
upper Gulkana.  Here in the last 
timber – at the foot of the divide 
between the Gulkana & the Delta we 
are encamped in our own tent for 
the night, - 20 miles today. 
 -2nd- 
Cold at our camp last night – but 
clouded up after midnight & warmer 
& snowed all day today- 
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We followed up the bed of the Gul 
=kana to Summit Lake.  Lake 6 or 
7 mi long – clear – the Gulkana 
clacier empties into the lake where 
the water settles & runs into the 
river clear.  Pass from Gulkana 
to Delta wide and water level – 
a fine pass for a railroad from the 
Copper to the Tanana – Crossed this 
Alpine pass at noon & reached 
“Caseys Cache” – 4 tents at 5 p.m. – making 
28 miles today.  John Drake & wife 
& party here. 
 -3rd- 
From Caseys Cache the trail was good –  
over the ice – About 15 miles below Caseys C 
coming into the Delta from the westside is 
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an immense glacier.  At one time it extend 
=ed entirely across the Delta valley and pushed 
its morainal debris a hundred feet or more 
high on the opposite slope.  But the river 
& changing climate have gained the advantage 
though the river is greatly choked with rocks 
& glacial gravels.  It is the most remarkable 
feature of the Delta river, and so far it has 
no name.  Reached “Nigger Bill” Road 
House at 5 oclock – 30 miles today. 
 -4th- 
“Nigger Bill” Roadhouse is the worst 
on the road.  It is a good warm house 
& I slept well – but dirt & laziness 
riots.  I had intended to remain over 
there to go after a mountain sheep – but 
from the Fairbanks paper which “Senator” 
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Hill gave me at the “Rapids” Roadhouse I 
learned there was a “fight on” at Fairbanks 
over the game law – so concluded that 
I would not lay myself open to the 
criticism which would surely follow & 
very reluctantly gave up the hunt.  Trail 
from “Nigger Bill” to Jarvis creek good & 
we made the 28 miles by 1 oclock.  It 
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was 15º below zero & as I had on only 
drawers & overalls I got cold & had to 
run nearly all the way – Good dinner 
at Jarvis creek – two of Bobs dogs ran 
away after rabbits – I started on at 
15 min till 3 - & walked & run to the 
Bennett – Barnette roadhouse & trading 
post at Tanana river – 12 miles in 
2 hrs & 27 min – Bob came in 2 
hrs – afterward – having found the dogs. 
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The trading post is on the bank of the Tan 
ana – about ¼ mile above the mouth of the 
Delta river.  Nothing here except the 
log trading post – a building 20 X 22 ft 
with a tent behind – side room 16 X 30 ft. 
& doghouse & house shed – Indian 
camp - near on river bank – 30   “. 
Much excitement about “strike” on the Little 
Delta & also on a creek on right limit 
called “Tenderfoot.” 
 -Mar 5th- 
Left Bennetts – passed Macxys on the 
lower side of the Delta – 3 cabins & stable. 
Lunch at Arthur Thomas – 20 mi. where 
they told us about the strike on “Tenderfoot”. 
Went on down to Joe. Henrys – 6 mi. 
for the night.  Met H. Hart, a long 
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six footer & something more – He is locating 
a town site at mouth of “Banner Creek” 
- I drew up a notice for him & suggested 
“Sloss”, as its name on act. of pride in 
transportation companies.  They give 
us such accounts of the new “strike” that 
I have concluded to leave Bob here a 
day or two to look things over. 
 -6th- 
Left Bob at Joe Henrys roadhouse, 
he has concluded to go over to the 
“Tenderfoot” and look into the new strike. 
Mr. Hart will go into Fairbanks with me. 
We took my sled – Don, “Ikey”, and one of 
Henrys dogs and left for Salchakat Rd. Hs. 
Half way met Capt. Barnette & another 
man on their way to Bennetts Rd. Hs. 
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Bennett & Barnette are both interested 
in that venture.  He reported everything in 
good shape in the camp.  Stopped at 
the Indian village just below the mouth 
of the little Delta  good log houses & the 
natives seem well and to have plenty. 
Arrived at Salchakat at 1 oclock – 
28 miles.  Received telegram from 
Judge Moore asking about jurors fees. 
Also telegram – this date – from Henderson: 
“Wire from Jermane today says you 
are reappointed and will be confirmed.” 

     Evidently the President has given me 
another recess appointment – the third 
since Nov 16! and means to stand by me. 
This is compensation for the hardships 
and difficulties which I have sustained 
in establishing the courts in Central Alaska, 
and I am particularly thankful to 
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1st     Walter E. Clark. 
2nd     Judge W.A. Day- 
3rd     Capt. D H Jarvis- 
4.      Stephen Birch- 
5.      Senator Fairbanks. 
6.      The Attorney Generals Knox 
and Moody. 
7.      Solicitor General Hoyt. and 
a long list of friends in every part of 
Alaska.  My enemies have been both 
numerous and powerful – I have 
been amazed at their energy – somebody 
must have been badly hurt!  Think the 
“jury fixers” will now need to go out of 
business in Alaska.  Of course the matter 
will be public and Debbie will know 
it as soon as I -  Have telegraphed to 
Stier to have my house warm tomorrow. 
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Late this evening received telegram 
from Perry, at Seattle as follows: 
“I congratulate you – reappointed 
today with cabinet officers.” 
  Geo. G. Perry, Marshal 
 -7th- 
Hart and I left Salcha at 6 a.m. 
for the final 42 mile “mush” to Fairbanks 
Our dogs tired & one exhausted & left at 
roadhouse 25 miles out – we trudged on 
afoot – helping the others – Edgar met us 
14 miles out – on a damned bicycle-  
& urged me to get in early as it was the 
10th anniversary of his marriage & his 
friends intended to “have doins”, so I just 
finished that last 25 miles at 7 oclock 
with my feet badly blistered.  Bath – clean 
clothes – supper with Edgar & Lizzie - & staid 
till 12 enjoying (?) social conversation 
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with their friends – Conna had my house 
warm & lighted & I went home to bed. 
    Fairbanks has grown wonderfully & 
the long lines of electric lights give it the 
appearance of a real city. 
 -8th- 
Went to the office today & got things 
to going.  Called a term of court 
for April 10th.  Heilig at work here. 
Everything in good shape so far as I can 
see – but I am sore and tired. 
 -9th- 

- 3 - 



Alaska State Library – Historical Collections   Diary of James Wickersham 
MS 107 Diary 9   February 21, 1905 through Novenber 24, 1905 

Fairbanks has grown marvelously since 
last fall – electric lights along the principal 
streets – new buildings – extensive areas of 
outside ground covered with residences 
& many other evidences of prosperity are 
seen:  I am to have reception Saturday evening 
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 -10th- 
Settled with Bob. Coles for bringing 
me over from Valdez, paid him $250.00 
He filed on two placer claims on “Tenderfoot” 
- back of the “Big Kid Roadhouse” – 70 
miles up the Tanana – Also had a 
talk with Kellogg & Badger who bought 
out Chas. W. Willig’s mines – upon which 
I hold mortgage for $2750. & int.  They 
proposed to reduce the amount to $2500. 
& give new notes & mortgage – agreed. 
I also purchase from T. A. Anderson 
Lot & half on 4th Ave & Cowles St. for $250. 
- house on property cost that much. 
Mail last night – letters from Debbie 
Major Lacey & others – nothing official. 
 -11th- 
Heard the application for injunction 
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in Daigle v Maddock – refused. 
 -Reception – 
A splendid public reception  
was tendered me this evening in 
the “Century Club Hall” by the Chamber 
of Commerce and the Bar Association. 
Capt. Olsen, Pres. Chamber of Commerce 
presided – C. M. Johansen made the 
speech of welcome & then I spoke – 
555 persons present – including 
a large delegation from Chena- 
It was a very flattering & complimentary 
incident in my life in the Tanana 
and I appreciate it fully. 
 -12th- 
Sunday.  Worked at house fixing it comfortably. 
Loaned Melsing from Council $50.00 
Dinner with Edgar & Lizzie – Charlie Joynt 
there & we talked of boyhood days in Patoka 
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 -13th- 
Working to get my office & house 
in shape.  Electric lights in house – 
Have agreed to lease my 10 ft. frontage 
on 2nd Ave. opposite Courthouse to 
Miss Sullivan for 3 yrs. at $50. per mo. 
Dr. Geho came in to spend an hour 
& smoke a cigar – the clever Dr. has the 
feminine love for scandal & small  
talk – I know from his 2 hours flow 
everything – small – that has happened 
in Fairbanks this winter – just how many 
miscarriages the women have had & how 

often Dr. Hall – his leading competitor 
has been drunk.  A real live yawn 
doesn’t even surprised the good Dr. 
     Beautiful weather. 
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 -14th- 
Wrote to Debbie & Walter E. Clark. 
Sent my oath of office to Atty. Genl. 
Kellogg, Kerr & Badger paid me $300.00 
on Willig loan & I agree to extend it 
6 mo – when reduced to $2500.  Have 
written letter to Heilig asking for his 
resignation – will deliver it tomorrow 
Will appoint Ed. J. Stier in his place. 
- & John L. McGinn Commissioner 
if he will accept. 
 -15- 
Notified Heilig verbally and in writing 
today that I desired his resignation to 
take effect Mch 31.  Powell, the new 
Marshal for Nome, who left here three 
days ago over the ice for that place 
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has been recalled – on charges! 
I hope I can make enough money out 
of my property and mines to enable me 
to retire from official life soon, for 
it is hell in Alaska.  Signed 
contract with Kellogg, Kerr & Badger 
today by which they agree to pay the 
Willig notes.  Also prepared contract 
with Miss Sullivan for lease of ten 
feet fronting on 2nd Avenue. 
 -16th- 
Much to my surprise Heilig does’nt 
“act ugly” about his removal – but came 
in gave me his resignation and talked 
as freely and friendly – even more so –as ever. 
He seems to have expected it, and since I 
treated him nice about it, and gave him 
the opportunity to announce it to the 
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public as his free act, he seems inclined 
to be nice about the whole matter.  I feel 
that I treated the matter tactfully and made 
the change without arousing inquiry or sur 
=prise in the Department.  Have been arran 
=ging my accumulated letters into packages 
by date.  Made contract of lease with 
Miss Sullivan for 10 ft on 2nd Ave. today – 
$50.00 rent per month – 3 yrs – the buildings 
to become mine.  Settlement with Ed. J. 
Stier for collections of rent since last 
fall – he paid me balance $1027.00 
     When Hill & Miss Cleary were married 
here in Fairbanks last winter Miss Ebersole 
gave them my house – and they slept 
here for a week – until their departure 
for Dawson – and I have to sleep 
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here alone until Debbie comes!! 
Diary 9, 1905 
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 -17- 
St. Patricks day.  Have permitted 
Heilig to announce his resignation & 
will appoint Stier – the paper says so 
tomorrow – The “Fairbanks News,” is 
now published bi-weekly twice a 
week – Mon Wednesdays & Saturdays. 
Attended St Pat’s Irish Ball tonight 
with Lizzie.  Nice cutter ride this 
afternoon with Barnette.  Also 
cleaned house – am putting in a 
nice new carpet – sideboards &c. 
& preparing to set up my phonograph 
 -18th- 
Finished arranging papers & letters 
in my office – bought sideboard for the 
house – set up phonograph & getting 
carpet ready to go down on floor. 
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 -19th- 
Sunday – Dinner with Dr. & Mrs. Hedger 
Charley Joynt, Jackson.  Tozier 
& Badger came down to the house last 
night & we played the phonograph, 
smoked & drank Scotch.  Mrs. Hedger 
had a fine roast leg of mountain sheep 
for dinner. 
 -24th- 
Went out to the Creeks Monday on 
Mutchlers stage – Mr. & Mrs. Brumbaugh 
on stage.  We went via Golden & reached 
“Gates City” on Cleary Creek – opposite 
No 1. below – Two years ago when I passed 
up this creek there were  
{two (2) Jesse Nobles & Jim Eagles.} three little log 
cabins there & but three shafts to bedrock & 
no work of any kind doing.  Now there are 
probably 1000 people on Cleary Creek 
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it is being mined from #8 above to  
#15 below – a paystreak 6 miles long 
from thirty to eight hundred feet wide & 
from three to ten feet deep.  There are 
now 46 self dumping hoisting plants 
taking pay dirt out of the mines & it is 
the busiest – and richest – spot in Alaska. 
Staid with Mrs. Canavan & on Tuesday 
visited around Discovery – my claim 
off Discovery  has a half a dozen or more 
“squatters” cabins on it – On Wednesday 
I went down Creek as far as #16 & 
visited mine owners – dinner with Jack 
Ross.  Made a contract with Krause 
Anderson & Davidson to prospect lower 
100 feet of my claim off Discovery – they 
to have 75 & I 25% of gross output. 
Thursday came across from Cleary to 

Golden & then walked up to the new 
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quartz strike at the top of Pedro’s 
Dome.  Boys have staked a claim there 
for me – got some of their quartz & then 
to the top of the dome.  Fine view of the 
Tanana valley – the river ice shines like 
a thread of silver through the forests 
along its banks – the Alaskan range 
from the Delta to Mt. McKinley is in sight 
& the range between the Tanana & Yukon 
in plain view for a long ways around. 
Remained at Golden all night & came 
home today – 3 oclock p.m. 
Recd. telegram from Attorney General as follows: 
“The President reappointed you March twenty first. 
If you accept qualify immediately and forward 
oath.  See section ten Alaska act of June 6th 
nineteen hundred and section seventeen sixty 
one revised Statutes. Moody.” 
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also a later telegram saying: 
“Comptroller advises Department your salary 
can be paid notwithstanding section seventeen sixty one.” 
 Valdez Mail!  
The Valdez Mail came in this evening.  Letter from 
Debbie – well, but ready to fight because I am not 
confirmed!  Also a letter from Major Lacy, 
saying that President Roosvelt assured him 
that he would “promptly reappoint you if the nomin 
=ation should not be acted upon.”  Lacy has been 
a persistent and vigorous supporter.  Also 
letters from Foster & Sammons assuring me of 
their efforts – but I am so disgusted with them for 
endorsing Richrads that I can hardly treat 
them fair any more.  Many other letters. 
 -25th- 
Sent for John L. McGinn yesterday and offered 
him the Commissionership at Fairbanks but 
he is in great doubt whether to accept it 
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or not – he can make more practicing law 
- the salary is $3,000 a year.  He and his wife 
& partner Mark Sullivan came down & spent 
this evening with me - & we discussed the matter. 
While nothing was agreed on yet I think he will 
decline the appointment.  I have General Carr 
- who is on the trail to Fairbanks now – but will 
do nothing for a few days.  Stier will take 
the Clerkship next Saturday – a week off. 
 -26th- 
Sunday – Home all day straightening up 
the house & resting.  Dinner tonight with 
Johanson & Mills – Writing to Debbie. 
 -27- 
John Conna, janitor courthouse, 
came in & told me this morning that 
Bion A. Dodge, attorney, said to him 
last night that I was interested 
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with Barnette in the trading post site 
at the mouth of the Delta river and that 
if I appointed a Commissioner and located 
him at that point instead of a new town 
site which has been located by Dodges 
friends within a week at the mouth of the 
Little Delta they (Dodges & his friends) would 
make a fight on me in Washington that 
would ruin me!!  He seems to have 
sent me word to that effect by John to 
attempt to control my action in the 
matter.  Claypool & Cowles got in from Valdez 
 -28th- 
Harlan, F. M. Brown, Tom Larson & others 
in today from Valdez – A petition is 
being circulated asking Ed. Stier to 
remain as Comr. – think he wants to 
do it.  Am preparing charges 
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of “packing” Wright jury against 
P. C. Sullivan to prevent his appointment 
as U.S. Dist. Atty. for Western division 
of Washington!!  Intend to send them 
to Judge Day for presentation to the 
President if he thinks it proper to do 
so.  Bates, Healy, Richmond, Boerner, 
Preston and  , the N. C. boys came 
down and spent the evening playing 
phonograph & having a good time. 
 -29th- 
Prepared & forwarded to Atty. Genl. 
(to Asst. W. A. Day) charges of jury fixing 
in Wright case against Chas. P. Sullivan 
Dr & Mrs. Hedger, Mr & Mrs Turner, Lizzie 
& Johnnie Scott down & spent evening. 
 -30th- 
Made out my quarterly expense account and 
Feb & Mch salary acts. & ford. to Washington 
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 -31- 
Another Valdez mail in yesterday & a 
letter from Debbie – she talks bravely 
but seems to me to admit more than usual 
- I think she is much sicker than she says- 
Went to theatricals at Century Club 
tonight with Lizzie – bad enough to be good  
     Ben. Everette, one of the Ankeny – Sul 
=livan “push” came in from Valdez yesterday. 
He is a bad egg – and must be watched- 
 -April 1st- 
     Heiligs resignation took effect 
with the close of business yesterday and 
this morning I appointed 
     Ed. J. Stier, Clerk District Court 
 and  John T. Long, Commissioner and 
     Recorder – the latter temporarily 
until I can make an appointment of 
some discreet & courageous lawyer. 
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Had a long talk with Claypool 
today – he came to my office for 
that purpose – and if he isn’t an 
awful liar {(Nov. 7. He was!!)} he was friendly to me 
in Washington D.C. this winter. 
He thinks my enemies will beat me – 
but he says that they also said that the 
President would not reappoint me 
- which he did – so their final success 
may also be doubtful.  Well if they 
do defeat me they will have some scars 
to remember the conflict by – I 
don’t like Ben. Everetts arrival here 
- I may do him an injustice but he 
strikes me as a spy! 
     Krause, one of the three men to whom  
I gave a “lay” on the lower 100 feet of my 
claim off “Discovery” on Cleary Creek, left 
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limit on the 21st March came in tonight 
& reported that they had sunk the hole to 
bed rock but with no success – that they only 
found colors.  He is to see me tomorrow, though 
& says they want to try it at a point 400 
feet up from lower corner. 
 -3rd- 
Let “lay” to Krause – Date April 1st 
Tomorrow is Election Day – the 
only fight is against “Abe Spring! 
Abe has made a good town officer & 
I think has done more than any other 
officer of Fairbanks to keep it out of 
debt & push it along – but has many 
enemies and among them Edgar Wick 
=ersham, Chief of Police, is most active 
to defeat him.  I have kept out of the 
matter – except to say a good work for 
Abe when I could - 
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 -4th- 
City Election – Abe. Spring was 
defeated, and it is my judgment 
that it is a bad thing for the town! 
for he was an organizer and a good 
worker.  Took dinner today with 
Barnette, Joslin, Dr. Cassetts & Capt 
Olson, at Miss Gleasons boarding 
house. 
 -6th- 
Charlie Joynt came up from Chena 
yesterday afternoon with a horse & 
cutter & I went back with him to 
attend the Banquet to Falcon Joslin 
the “Tanana Mines Ry” promoter.  It 
was held in the new Hall:  Harrais 
who formerly run the “Chena Herald” 
and abused me each issue was the 

Diary 9, 1905 toastmaster, and recognized me 
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and on one minutes notice asked 
me to talk – which I did : Joslin – 
the representative of the railroads 
talked about governmental affairs 
- so I talked about the “Railroads” 
Took tea before the Banquet with Mrs. 
Currier – Mr. C. is now postmaster –  
& staid all night with old man Courtney 
at the 1st Avenue Hotel,” a log building 
lined with calico.  Heilig talked on 
“Alaska” at the banquet, and flattered me 
me like a damned hypocrite – so 
did Claypool who answered to the toast 
of “Our President.”  It is an interesting 
study to hole their hands, and look 
into their eyes with apparent candor 
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while you feel the cold steel beneath 
your fifth rib!  Abe Spring aroused 
a squabble while booming “Fairbanks” 
while poor Burton of Chena was so 
drunk that he couldnt even read 
his fine frenzy on “Chena”.  
Still the occasion was profitable in 
that it brought the leading men of both  
towns together in friendly exchange of 
ideas.  Capt. Olsen, the President 
of the Fairbanks Chamber of Commerce 
brought me home today – he talked 
to me in favor of inducing the Ry. Co. 
to enter Fairbanks over the Cushman 
St. bridge to occupy that street – I told 
him that I was opposed to the scheme 
- he also disclosed his opposition to 
opening the Chena river so that steamers 
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could come to Fairbanks – this in the 
interest of the Rd. but on that subject 
I said nothing.  This evening I 
mentioned the Cushman street pro 
=ject to Abe Spring and one or two 
others & I am sure it will be fought, 
as it ought.  If their railroad cant 
do business in Fairbanks without 
destroying our best street it had better 
stay out.  Geoerge A. Jeffrys 
my former stenographer came in 
from Valdez today. 
 -7th- 
Mail – two good letters from 
Debbie & several of Darrells. 
They make me so homesick –  
I do so want her with me. 
Granted injunction in the suit of  
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U.S. ex. rel. Two Indians v. Squatters 
on the Indian lands at mouth of 
the little Delta, & appointed John F. 

Drake special officer to go and serve 
papers.     Sam. Wall, the special 
representative of Hearsts (Democratic) 
papers has reached Fairbanks.  He is 
one of the old Radebaugh gang 
who blackmailed me years ago in 
Tacoma, - and it has occurred 
to me that it may mean a newspaper 
war on me by my powerful enemies 
It is amazing that so big a cannon 
should be so constantly fired at so 
small a target – but they may 
desire also to embarrass the President 
in New York.  Hope not, but fear it! 
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Bought corner of Cowles – west side 
between 4th & 5th Ave. 125 X 150-  $550.00 
 -8th- 
Court today – but only small case. 
Claypool & Dillon came down and 
spent the evening with me. 
 -9th- 
Sunday.  Have engaged Roberts 
to stake 80 acres of coal for me on 
the “Wood” River – 50 miles southwest 
- paid him $25.00 & am to pay him reasonable 
wages for not to exceed 6 days. 
 -10- 
 April Term of Court. 
Court opened this morning with 
call of docket &c.  Granted petition 
of Chena for appointment of a 
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Commissioner with Justice of Peace 
powers only.  Appointed 
Genl. E. M. Carr. 
Commissioner for Fairbanks in 
place of John T. Long, resigned. 
Carr came into the Yukon Alaska 
down the Yukon river in 1882 – 3. 
Came back to Rampart with McGraw 
in 1897 & mined for two or three years 
on Little Minook Creek.  He came 
in again this spring with a big outfit 
& intends remaining here & is a 
member of the firm of Carr & Nye. 
 -11th- 
Court today – business moving slowly 
but expect to get to work tomorrow on the 
trail of cases.  Most exciting matter 
now is the election of appointive officers 
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by city council.  Edgar is being fought 
viciously by Dr. Medill, assisted by 
Mosher & Kountz {Coutts} – both the latter constant 
violators of the law, and living in open adultery 
with women.  Edgar has a strong support 
and may win – but they keep trying to drag 
me into the melee – though I have kept out 
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entirely.  Have consented to appoint 
{leased my property – by} 
verbal lease only – to Mrs. Card – the Central 
Restaurant - $125.00 per month in the summer 
& $75.00 in winter, 2 years – 2 ½ if she puts 
second story on. 
     A fine 3 story building is going up 
at the Corner of Cushman & Front St. 
the Joslin Bank (Washington) is to go on 
cor. Cushman & 2nd as also the Bonnifield 
Bank on the other corner. 
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 -12- 
Hensley v Fairbrom[?], Wright, et. al on trial. 
Edgar was elected Town Marshal again 
5 to 2.  Beautiful weather. 
 -14th- 
Wrote to Debbie.  Bought half 
interest in quartz claim on dome 
between Granite & Steamboat Creeks 
a mile west of Golden from A. C. Thompson 
- who also staked claim (1) for Darrell 
(2) for Allyn, Sr. & W.E. Clarke.  Mrs. 
Ella Card bought Haverys interest in 
Central Restaurant & I gave her lease 
for 2 ½ yrs. $100. per mo. & I get 
buildings at end of term.  She is 
now putting 2nd story on building 
Whist party tonight at Judge Irwins 
& I went with Lizzie. 
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 -15th- 
Court work active – decided case from 
Chena today – held that town council 
could not grant wharf franchise on 
navigable river and street – so as to 
damage fronting property owners –  
Beautiful weather – fixing up the 
interior of house & getting comforts 
for Debbie when she comes – The 
last mail till break up went out 
today.  Will write no more – but 
will probably telegraph instead. 
 -16th- 
Sunday.  Prepared copy of an 
Ordinance for Capt. Barnette who will 
attempt to get town to dedicate the 
waterfront of the Chena river between 
east line of Cushman streets & the 
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west line of Turner street as a 
free open public city wharf.  Took 
dinner with Edgar & Lizzie & drew 
order for tomorrow appointing 
James, Justice of the Peace at 
Chena. 
 -18th- 
Court work – preparing opinions 
Miners Co-operative Assoc. v “Monarch” 

Conradt v Miller – Chena wharf case. 
Town council passed ordinance dedi 
=cating Front St. bet. Cushman & Turner 
for public wharf & dock. 
 -19th- 
H. K. Love of Utah – brother to George Love of 
Valdez appointed permanent land Agent in 
Alaska by the President.  I am afraid 
that this means to strengthen the Ivey 

Diary 9, 1905 
april19band20and2
2 

McKenzie push, since George is one of 
their right hand men – and it seems to 
me that – Jarvis having resigned – Love 
is the direct political representative 
of the President, he is “a Rough Rider” 
     Edgar resigned as chief of Police 
last night because the council insisted 
on appointing his subordinates – Tom 
Parker was elected in his place. 
 -20th- 
Beautiful weather – spring.  Decision 
today in Miners Coop Assoc v. Monarch. 
 -22nd- 
A hard week in court.  Equity cases on trial 
& every hour employed in hearing evidence or 
preparing decisions.  Mining “clean up” begun 
& creeks reported good.  Town improving 
wonderfully – a regular building boom. 
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 -24th- 
Made contract of lease with Frank J. 
Maess & Nichols to let Bench claim off 
right limit Discovery, Wolf Creek, to them 
Town ½ & they the other ½ - & they are to pay 
me 16 2/3 % of gross output – see lease. 
“Floral Ball” at Century Hall 
 -25- 
Mail, from Valdez – letter from Debbie 
& official mail – nothing important 
Court work important and heavy. 
Mrs. Ella Card has completely remodeled 
the old “Central Restaurant,” in my lot, as the 
“Cecil Café”, put a second story on with private 
dining rooms upstairs & has a fine place. 
 -26th- 
The Chena river is rising fast & looks 
like ice will go out in a day or two – busy 
in court- 
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 -27th- 
Recd. Gov. Bradys report dated Oct 
1, 1904, in which he criticises conditions 
on the coast – in my distinct at some length 
in his endeavor to argue in favor of a  
new District.  He seems to have recd. 
his misstatements from Ivey or Good 
=ell, for they are stereotyped – poor 
old Brady – he cant help it.  He has 
illuminated the otherwise waste places 

- 8 - 



Alaska State Library – Historical Collections   Diary of James Wickersham 
MS 107 Diary 9   February 21, 1905 through Novenber 24, 1905 

 -29- 
Louis K. Pratt, lawyer, acted badly in 
court today – abused the opposite attorn 
=eys & even the court – fined him $50.00 
 -30- 
Sunday – worked in office all day 
river rising – but good for somedays 
yet.  Weather cold & not pleasant. 
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 -May 1st- 
Robins, ducks & geese have come. 
L. K. Pratt. acts sullen & committee of 
bar association – Dillon, Hess and 
Heilig – advise making him pay & 
purge himself of contempt – but the 
judgment was a fine to be collected 
like other debts & I will not add the 
humiliation of a public apology –  
but will wait for his next outbreak, 
- will give a fair chance to be nice. 
Have completed two more opinions 
& will deliver same in morning. 
Weather cool & river falling – ice has 
raised but will not go out for some 
days yet.  Reports from cleanups on 
Creeks say that it is better than anticipated 
- no one is disappointed – except happily. 
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 -May 2- 
Beautiful day –river falling & ice will 
not go out for several days yet. 
Have finished fixing up cabin at 
4th & Cowles St. – costs me about $275.00 
- lumber is almost prohibitive – prices 
Handed down opinions in two cases 
today – Runner vs. Woitke & Daigle v. Maddocks 
     Recd. telegram from Crocker Col. Int. Res 
Tacoma, saying that continued reports of 
personal bad conduct of Cameron, his 
dep. here were reaching him & wanting me 
to telegraph situation.  I telegraphed 
him saying that Dep. U.S. Marshal Drib 
=elbis reported his conduct good & 
to send him particulars of complaints 
- that I had heard nothing bad here 
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 -May 5- 
Ice still in place but much broken 
- town is taking bridge up at the 
foot of Cushman St. the ice having 
raised the piles out of the ground. 
Creeks “clean up” from 20 to 100% 
greater than the miners had estimated. 
Out walking with Harlan – Hess quits 
June 1 – to go into the Bonnifield Bank 
& Harlan now calls him “narrow” “stingy” 
&c. and made sport of him as a banker. 
Harlan suggested appointing Dodge 
as Deputy – I opposed it – don’t know 

what he will do.  Harlan remarks 
about Hess counting over the figures 
in his check book &c so much - & roasted 
Condon & H about robbing Hd. men on Garden 
Is.  Its funny since only a few days ago 
they were as thick as three in a bed. 

Diary 9, 1905 
may07 

 -May 7th- 
The ice “went out” last night & 
the Chena river is running clear today. 
The event was unimportant - & a “fizzle”. 
The bridge at Cushman street did not 
go down even – but fell today after 
the ice had ceased to effect it.  I 
had company last night – “a pho= 
nograph musicale” – Mr & Mrs Mc 
Chesney, Wall & Charles – the “News’ 
staff & we did not hear the ice go-! 
     Took dinner tonight with Capt. 
& Mrs Barnette – Dr & Mrs Chamberlan  
{Carmicheal} 
John & Mrs McGinn, Sullivan & I- 
a fine dinner & handsomely served. 
Prepared opinion yesterday & today 
in Bechtol case – held dower does 
not attach to mining claims in Alaska. 
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 -8th- 
Charlie Joynt is now trying to inter 
=est the miners on Cleary Creek in a 
wood road down that stream to the 
Chatnika river & I am giving him 
assistance.  Also made arrangement 
today to loan Edgar $1500. to aid 
him in putting up his new block. 
 -9th 
Completed loan to Edgar – took note 
signed by him & Lizzie & assignment 
of McChesney contract as security. 
Amt. $1500 due July 15. Int 12% per 
annum, - the usual rate here is 
4. to 6.% per month!! 
     Telegraphic dispatches tonight 
Capt. J. C. Hansen, of Nome, committed 
suicide yesterday on trip from Seattle 

Diary 9, 1905 
may09band10a 

to Skagway – by jumping overboard 
from the steamer “Dolphin”.  Poor 
Hansen, he was a man of generous 
impulses – warm hearted – but too 
human! wine and women. 
 -10th- 
I sent Ole Peterson, a big Swede out 
to the Insane Asylum last fall & he 
was discharged & came in again in March. 
He seems to have brooded over his condition 
& yesterday got drunk & today concluded 
to kill me!  He loaded his heavy Winchester 
rifle – with seven cartridges & filled his 
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pockets & came to the courthouse & 
just as it happened I was out to lunch 
He entered the court room & made his 
way to my door – he threatened the janitor 
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- no body had the courage to do any thing 
until George Dribelbis came in – he  
approached him from behind & after a 
desperate struggle disarmed him. 
He is now in jail awaiting an examination 
as to his sanity – poor Ole.  I gave him 
money & work when no one else would 
& have befriend him – but he seems to 
think I am responsible for his troubles. 
This may send him out again – and if 
it does’nt will give him much trouble. 
     Trying case of Cain v Staffrd- 
 -11th- 
Cain v Stafford.   The “Florence S.” first 
steamer came up from Chena today. 
Koyukuk launched : 
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 -12th- 
“Koyukuk” went on an excursion down 
to Chena tonight loaded with people. 
Ole Peterson tried this afternoon 
before jury for insanity – he tried to 
“shoot up” the court with his “30-40” 
two days ago.  The evidence showed 
that he was intent on shooting me because 
I sent him out insane last fall – 
The Str. “Tanana” will leave Dawson 
on Monday or Tuesday for Fairbanks. 
The jury found Ole Peterson insane  
- the evidence showed that his fixed 
purpose in coming to the courthouse 
& to my room with his gun was to kill me 
- he also intended to kill Harlan 
if he could - & then himself – 
 a damn 
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 14th 
Joined the “Eagles” tonight – they 
have the top floor of the new “Fairbanks 
Building” & have finest lodge rooms in 
Alaska.  Finished my opinion today 
in Cascaden v Dunbar, et. al. & 
find for plaintiff – it is an interesting case 
on an alleged “Grubstake contract.” 
 -15th 
Another highway hold up only a mile 
from town this afternoon – got but $20.00 
but it shows the presence of bad men. 
John Noon an old Colorado miner 
tells me this afternoon that he has found 
float peacock copper on summit on 
the east side of Fox creek – I have prom 
=ised him a grub stake to go out & dig, 
& he promised me a half interest. 
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Dr. Krause who has lay on my claim 
off Dis. on Cleary was first in to see me 
- report is not bad – nor very flattering 
- but one or two holes will not discourage 
me – even they had been blanks. 
Court every day & trying mining cases 
- have my opinion in Cascaden v Dunbar 
ready for Wednesday morning delivery. 
Telegraphed to Debbie today asking her 
if she wanted some money – This 
evening papers says Gov. Brady is 
still having trouble with his department. 
- hope he will be removed- 
 -16th- 
Bonanza Case Affirmed. 
The great copper case over which I 
was so maliciously assailed by Heyburn 
Senator from Idaho & other senators 
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has been affirmed by the Circuit Court 
of Appeals, at San Francisco – this 
& the McConnell case & Nelson in 
Meehan – all affirmed inside of ten 
days.  Mail in from Valdez today 
but nothing from Debbie – No answer 
to my telegram either.  Paid John Noon 
$100. today for half interest in his 
copper prospect on summits east 
of Fox creek. 
 -18th- 
Suit begun by four miners against 
Harlan, Brown & others for “jumping”. 
Trying Marston v Lloyd – a case 
where woman – with raven wing hair 
the form of  a Juno – the face of a Mad 
=onna and the heart of  whore jobbed 
poor susceptible softhearted sapheaded 
man out of his property & then 
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kicked the fool out of the house. 
Papers report that Gov. Brady is 
again to be investigated!  Hope he 
will appreciate his recommendations 
contained in his last report – against 
me!  Just think I’ll give him a prod: 
Harlan is trying to make himself solid 
with the gamblers now 
 -19th- 
Learned today that gambling as 
in full blast on Cleary creek – called 
Dribelbis in – he said yes, that they had 
now appointed Charlie Barber as a 
field deputy out there & that the business 
men (meaning the gamblers) were paying 
his salary!! and that he had let 
Barber manage things there &c 
I called his attention to the daily 

Diary 9, 1905 hold ups – one of which occurred 
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of crime and the insolence of the 
criminal class, & said in plain 
& forceful language that the Marshals 
office must (1) withdraw Barber & not 
permit the gamblers to pay his salary 
(2) close gambling on the creeks & 
(3) keep the prostitutes out of saloons 
& (4) round up the “bad men” and vag[?] 
them & run them out of the country 
- in short attempt by immediate 
attack to either rid the country of the 
bad element.  He promised compliance 
& after consultation with Harlan & 
Reynoldson (chief office deputy) they 
telephoned out to Cleary creek ordering 
the gambling to cease &c.  Still 
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I was not satisfied – as they had 
promised before – so I wrote a strong 
letter along the same lines – addressed 
to Perry & Harlan – officially – and gave 
it to them – requiring instant attempts 
to control a situation which is bad &  
rapidly becoming worse.  They came  
to talk & I suggested the wiring to 
Perry & asking his consent to wire 
asking Atty. Genl. to approve the 
appointment of four more deputies 
- we did so.  Received telegram 
from Debbie today- that the Bonan 
-za case had been affirmed- she will 
be very proud of that – and I am also- 
 -20th- 
Things “warm” out at Cleary – one 
of the boss gamblers has announced 
his determination to “fight” & today 
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I instructed the deputy marshals 
to get the evidence – they telephoned out 
to Barber to secure it at once – he 
wont want but one fight – for I will 
revoke his license. – he evidently thinks 
he is to have a jury trial with his friends 
on the jury – he will get a whack 
of Roosevelts “big stick”.  Reports 
from Dawson that the Str. “Tanana” 
the pride of our valley & the first steamer 
to leave for Fairbanks was sent by 
running on a rock near 40 Mile. 
 -23- 
Court yesterday – but this forenoon 
I went out with the road workers & we 
cut out a new road beginning at Youngs 
house on the east side of Noyes slough 
down the side of the slough toward 
Ester Creek – 5 or 6 miles. 

Diary 9, 1905 court this afternoon.  The 

may23band25a Str. “Koyukuk” came in tonight on 
her first trip from Ft. Gibbon – hay. 
 -25- 
Court work pressing – heard case 
Smith v Cascaden – decided today in 
favor of Cascaden.  Gambling at 
Cleary is raising a pretty row – the 
boss gambler out there resists & has so 
threatened & complained that the Marshal 
today shut up the games in Fairbanks 
- I did not want this done – but cant 
help it, since I wont assist one 
and not another – but must oppose 
all when it is made an issue.  The 
business element here in Fairbanks 
is aghast – for they all want gambling! 
We are only trying to clean out the bad 
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mess out on the creeks – trying to 
drive the “bad men” to town, so that they 
can either be controlled or driven down 
the river – and the saloon element 
wont help – Barnette came in to see 
me this evening & says that immediate 
action will be taken to cure the evils 
at Cleary – if it is purged of its 
evil doers all right – if not, then the 
games must cease even in Fairbanks. 
     Have about finished tent &c. ready 
for Debbie. 
[captions:] Kitchen   Sitting Room   14 X 16 
Tent    Door    10 X 12  Bedroom 
Plan of our house with tent bed room. 
 
Strs. from Dawson ought to be here 
tomorrow – “Rock Island”  & “Tanana” 
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 -26th- 
 Steamboat!! 
The steamer “Tanana” from Dawson 
came in today & is now safely moored 
at Fairbanks dock.  Mr  & Mrs Perry 
transferred from “Rock Island” at a wood 
yard yesterday & came in on the Tanana – 
The “Rock Island” is in Chena tonight – Mrs 
Heilig & Mrs. Reynoldson are on board. 
 -27th- 
Loaned Edgar $250. more today- 
making $1750. in all – his new building 
is about done & will bring him in $550. 
a month!  Gold train from creeks today 
brought in $400,000 – 20 {mounted} men armed with 
Winchester rifles – loaded pack mules &c. 
Am invited to make an address at the 
launching of the “White Seal,” the 
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first registered vessel  to be launched 
on the Tanana!  Also first 
railroad material ever brought into 
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the Tanana country was unloaded 
at Chena today from the “Rock Island”. 
The old has passed – the new arrived. 
     Launching of the “White Seal” 
a success.  Genl. E. M. Carr acted 
for the boat – I made a short address 
& Mrs. Noyes broke a bottle of 
Champagne over the bow & christened 
the boat.  Her owners are Sproul, Coleman 
& Smith.  Neil McLeod launched her. 
 -30th- 
Decoration Day – no court – but plenty 
of work on cases.  Am busy also 
preparing a letter of 72 interrogatories 
for Gov. John G. Brady to answer 
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He criticised this division in his 
report of Octo 1, 1904 to the Sec. of the 
Interior – and I am insisting upon 
his proofs.  Sent copy to the Sec of 
the Int. & to Atty. Genl.  Boats 
coming & going in Chena river better 
than last year.  Roediger & wife 
from Dawson 3 are here – he has sold 
the “News” to McChesney. 
 -31- 
Telegrams from Valdez today 
asking for appointment of Goddell 
as Comr. at Sunrise – Al. White also 
came to intercede for his appt – and 
I have weakly yielded – although I know 
he lacks force of character & ought 
not to be appointed.  His family  is 
his only excuse - & not enough I fear. 
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Edgar has sold his home on 
2nd Ave. to Perry for $2500. 
Gambling was “turned loose” last 
night again – Perry has the 
matter in charge! 
 -June 4th- 
Have been very busy this week in trying 
equity cases - & in preparing opinions – the 
last two days & today (Sunday) all day in 
preparing opinion in Heine v Roth. 
My weakness in appointing Goddell 
induces Oscar Fish to telegraph me 
today asking me to appoint him deputy 
clerk! which I will not do.  Nothing 
yet from outside – but reports are that 
Lake LaBarge is now open  & Debbie 
can now come – think she will start 
today – Painting & papering courtroom 
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 June 6th 1905. 
Five years ago today President 
McKinly appointed me Judge in 
this district – President Roosevelt 
has reappointed me four times 

owing to strong fight made against 
me by Senators Hansborough & 
McCumber – the McKenzie senators 
from N.Dak. & Ankeny of Washington 
& Heyburn of Idaho!  Had Mr 
& Mrs. Perry for dinner with me 
this evening in honor of our survival. 
Hard at work on Equity cases –  
Wild roses in bloom in our yard- 
 -June 7th- 
Trial Berks v Sigler – mining case. 
Debbie has not telegraphed – so I 
presume she is coming without it.  
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 -June 9th- 
Case of Berks v Sigler – dec- 
=ision for Sigler – Claypool & Stevens 
for Berks & are ugly – Stevens is 
particularly cranky – arrogant & 
unpleasant.  But I pay no attention 
to him – and decide as I think it 
ought to be.  Finished preparation 
of my opinion in Reeden v Harlan 
- an important one – today. 
Nothing from Debbie yet. 
 -10th- 
Telegram from Debbie – is at 
Dawson & leaves on Susie on 
Monday – here about 18th. 
Opinion in Redden v Harlan- 
a whack at wild cat staking. 
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 -12th- 
My decision in the case of Redden 
 v Harlan, et. al. is considered as an 
important one, and as striking a 
blow at the speculative reservation 
of mineral ground by the use of the 
power of attorney, &c.  I think, myself, 
that if the principles announced 
are lived up to by miners and the  
lawyers it will result in more work 
in developing mines than formerly. 
Debbie leaves Dawson today on the 
“Susie” – with Ed  Mrs. Harlan - & 
will be here about the 17th – the day 
she reached here last year. 
Am making fine flower & vegetable 
garden – have gardner assisting 
me - & have fixed tent sleeping room 
& house good enough for a bride. 

Diary 9, 1905 
june12band14a 

Mail today – from outside – 
& received office supplies- & 
Charlie Joynts new bridge 
across the Chena river at the foot of 
Cushman street is about done & is 
a credit to his enterprise & ability. 
He is now engaged in building the 
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new $20,000 highway to the creeks. 
 -14th- 
Busy preparing opinion in Conradt 
v Miller, et. al. involving the power of the 
town council to grant wharf franchises. 
Edgar & Lizzie left for the States today 
One effect of my recent decision that 
discovery is necessary to hold a mining 
claim is that the machinery men have sold 
all boilers on hand useful for sinking 
discovery shafts – work has begun 
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on many claims which have hereto 
=fore remained in a state of reservation 
only, held by stakes & a notice!! 
 -15- 
Have my opinion done in Conradt 
v Miller et. al. – town councils cannot 
grant wharf franchises!  Debbie 
ought to be in Tanana or Ft. Gibbon 
now & here on Sunday!  Have 
heard by telephone that Maess & my 
laymen on 1st bench right limit off 
Discovery on Wolf Creek – opposite 
Dis. on Cleary had struck it rich. 
Hope so, - think they are good men & 
miners – also have confidence in their 
honesty. 
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 -18th- 
Str. Tanana due in Chena this eve 
ning – Debbie & Mrs. Harlan aboard. 
Went down to Chena on the Str. “White 
Seal” – Str. Tanana about 7. p.m. 
 -19th- 
We were 6 hours getting up from 
Chena last night – the Chena is the 
lowest known.  Debbie well & stronger 
than last year. 
 -20th- 
Working an opinion in Indian case 
George A Jeffry came back to me 
today.  He will now understand that 
he must be both sensible & loyal. 
he is all that – but let Stevens carry 
him off his feet – two years ago- 
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Getting the house into shape & 
taking our meals with our Miss 
Thompson from Eagle, who has bought 
Mills & Johansons house just east of us. 
Sidewalk now in front of our block & 
down west side.  Business houses are 
building all around us.  Major Miller 
- recently married – is building dwelling on 
back end of his lot – opposite the mill. 
 -24th- 
Decisions today in U.S. v Berrigan, in 
which I sustained rights of Tanana Indians 

& Steele v Tanana Mines Ry Co. right of way. 
Am up with civil equity business – Jury 
will be called Monday – civil business. 
My garden is looking fine & only need 
rain to develop nicely.  Dr. Moore & Miss 
Lena Roberts – from Tacoma – married by 
Judge Carr – Thursday evening. 
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 -25- 
Gentle rain today – not enough- 
“Holdups” daily on trail to mines –  
F. M. Caldwell held up yesterday & 
robbed.  The “News” editorially criticises 
Marshals office for inefficency. 
 -26th- 
Trial Jury today - & cases heard. 
Bandit holding people up on trail 
daily – Perry seems to be paralyzed. 
 -27th- 
Perry is quoted in evening paper 
as saying that he has no authority to 
attempt to capture highwayman – he 
made a bad break - & is incorrect from 
a legal point.  Much criticism has 
been aroused by Perrys failure to do 
something to protect the public 
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 -28th- 
Jury trials every day.  Am to deliver 
4th of July Oration & am to marry 
Miss Noyes and Harry Chisholm 
tomorrow evening at home in Graehl. 
Railroad to Chena done Sunday! 
 -30th- 
Rains for some days are raising the 
river – heavy drift against the upper 
or Wendle Ave. bridge & river rising. 
Late tonight jam carried away upper 
bridge & came down against Cushman 
St. bridge in great masses. 
 -July 1st- 
River cutting around town side of drift 
at Cushman street – incompetent town 
officials cut drift on lower or town 
side & Cushman street bridge total 
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wreck – blowing up bridge & jam with 
dynamite – river rising & general rains. 
Cushman street & Front cut out by the 
current nearly to buildings – 40 feet. 
Railroad bridges carried away & the  
Cushman street bridge gone – the Railroad 
Celebration postponed. 
 July 2nd 1905. 
The Str. “Isabelle” in attempting to 
assist in damming the cut at Cushman 
St. backed against the swinging draw 
& overset it – ruining it completely. 
The “Wilbur Crimmins” pulled the drift 

- 13 - 



Alaska State Library – Historical Collections   Diary of James Wickersham 
MS 107 Diary 9   February 21, 1905 through Novenber 24, 1905 

out & the river is clear except for the 
ruined draw.  The are filling the 
cut with brush & have sunk some old 
hulls & the cut is under control- 
Although a half acre of Front St. is  
gone. 
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 -July 3rd 
Raining hard & river raising – 
but cut in Cushman St. is stopped. 
The Apple block is undermined some 
- the cut extended 60 feet into the 
street.  River high & many boats. 
Bratnober has arrived with his new 
Str. “Ella” – a fine light draft boat - 
she is going to the upper waters of the 
Tanana.  Telegraphed Valdez to Hazlett 
to reserve corner lot for me & one for Al 
White. 
 -July 4th- 
River rising – but little rain – flood 
higher than I have ever seen the Chena. 
“Ella” left for Upper Tanana.  The 
rain & disaster have ruined the celebration 
- no 4th- no speeches – just rain 
& high water. 
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 -July 5- 
Court – jury trial 
River bank full & rising. 
It is now threatening the lower 
part of town where many of the 
houses are already flooded & 
abandoned.  From 7 to 10 
tonight – time I write – raised 
more than an inch an hour. 
Clear & quit raining. 
 -6th- 
The rapidly rising waters have 
become a calamity – hundreds of 
people have been driven from their 
homes in the lower grounds & it is 
a threat to every one tonight.  It is 
yet rising & a foot more will 
flow into our house, which is 
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one of the highest – It is now 
flowing across the streets - & business 
is dead – people are surprised & 
discouraged & do not know what to 
expect.  It really hurts the Ry. more 
than any other one interest, for not 
only are its own bridges gone but 
also the Cushman St bridge by which 
the Ry expected to cross from Garden Is. 
into Fairbanks.  The loss of sawlogs 
is great - $25,000, - and all bridges 
to the creeks are also gone.  The general 
feeling tonight is one of discouragement 

 -7th- 
The river is rapidly falling – the sun 
is shining – people feel better & things 
are better tonight than for a week 
past.  All the low places are over 
flowed, everything is dirty & it will 
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take quite awhile to repair the 
losses.  Trying jury case for 
2 days involving rights of town lot 
claimants vs mining locators at 
Cleary City. 
 -8th- 
Jury out in “Cleary City” case - - still 
raining some but river going down- 
 -9th 
Str “Genl Jeff C. Davis,” in from Ft. 
Gibbon – Major & Mrs Stamper, Capt 
& Mrs. Bain – on board – report Major 
Richardson on “Lavelle Young” – here 
in a few days.  Graves, president 
& Rogers, manager White Pass Ry. 
here inspecting the land.  Jury 
“hung” in Gates city case. 
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 -July 17th- 
Driving of the last spike 
in Railroad from Chena to 
Fairbanks.  Ceremonies on 
Garden Island – at terminus 
of Ry- Judge Carr presented 
the “first spike” to me:  I 
then delivered Address & 
then Mrs. Isabelle Barnette 
drove the “Golden Spike”. 
Excursion to Chena- 
 
Grand Jury on 12th. 
Trials daily & much work. 
Felix Pedro & Hanot report 
strike on upper waters of  
Chena – or across divide. 
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 -20th- 
McChesney could not pay for the 
corner of Cushman & 3rd where the 
“News” office stands, so to secure 
my advances of $2000. to Edgar 
I had McChesney deed to me & 
I will take it for the loan. 
Engaged in trials – civil & criminal 
Court crowded & busy- 
 -27- 
Things going fine – jury trial 
now – criminal cases.  Will 
hear Perovich & Owens cases 
next week.  Major Richardson & 
Lt. Pillsbury – Road Comr’s. are 
here – Major Clum P. O. Ins. 
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this week, & thinks he will accept 
the office of P.M. here himself 
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 -29th- 
Major Richardson & Lt. 
Pillsbury, U.S. Road Commissioner 
took spent evening yesterday 
with us.  General Gresley 
due in day or two.  Str. “Lotta 
Talbot” – came up and anchored 
above Turner St. bridge today 
R. J. Davis of Tacoma is aboard 
& in charge – P. Cold Stor. Co- 
Trouble with Dr Hall, & S. A. 
Charles, newspaper reporter for 
not answering questions before 
Grand Jury – fined Charles $1.00 
for contempt- I suppose now 
Ill have a new crop of enemies 
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 Aug 4th 
Since last Monday have been 
engaged in trying case of U.S. v. 
Yuko Perovich – for the murder 
of Jacob Jaconi – on Oct 29th 
1904.  The jury returned a 
verdict – this morning of 
Guilty of Murder first degree 
& that the prisoner suffer death. 
 
Prof. George Byron Gordon, Prof 
of Ethnology in U. of Penn. took 
dinner with us yesterday – He 
is studying the Athapascan tribes 
of the Tanana & wished to go 
into the Kuskokwim.  Bar 
Assoc. & others working for div 
=ision of this Dist & a resident 
judge.  Grand jury in its report 
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yesterday kindly urged my own 
continuance as resident judge 
& last evening a com. of that 
body presented me with resolutions 
strongly in that favor.  Barnette 
the Banks, the RR, & others working 
& the miners generally friendly to 
it.  The “News” & the N.C.  also. 
 -7th- 
Capt. & Mrs. Barnette left this 
evening for outside – He will go 
to Washington & “log roll” some 
for Alaska – the City Council, the 
Cham. of Com. & Bar Assoc. have 
also asked him to urge my reapp 
-ointment.  Began 2nd trial 
of U.S. v Harry Owens today 
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 -9th- 
Paper tonight announces that 

my letter of 73 interrogatories 
addressed to Gov. Brady has 
been sent to the Pres. by the Sec. 
of the Interior, - and the Brady 
- Wickersham controversy is 
now on -= Still trying Owens. 
 -13th  Sunday. 
Tried Owens for murder of Carl Chris 
=tiansen at Forty Mile in Nov. 1901, all 
week – verdict yesterday “Not Guilty.´” 
This is the second radically bad verdict 
at this term – Hendricksen & Owens 
were both viciously guilty but soft hearted 
& soft headed jurors acquitted them. 
Hendrickson sawed a log out from under 
=neath his bunk – a day or so ago – and 
escaped – but it was not necessary. 
He had better trusted the jury!! 
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Business of the court seems at a 
standstill – don’t know whether I can 
get away on the last boat or not. 
Debbies health good – she is better 
than she was last summer. 
Papers say that Darrells vessel 
“Tacoma” is back to Annapolis, Md. 
from France – with body of “John Paul 
Jones.”  Rainy summer - & the river 
high & rising – no danger of a general 
flood – but bridges may go out again. 
Lawyer Dundas & wife from Paris, Ill. 
in town for a few days – Volney Richmond 
Agt. N. C. married Friday {Thursday}  
evening to a Miss 
Mero – Town slightly dull 
Writing opinion in application to open 
judgement in Nelson & H v Meehan & L. 
& other submitted cases.  Town Council 
passed friendly resolutions asking for my 
reappointment. 
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 -16th- 
Three days spent in trial of U.S. 
v Sturtevant – verdict “Not Guilty” 
This pretty well disposes of criminal 
cases & it begins now to look as if 
I can get out on last boat. 
Tanana Bar Assoc. has passed 
very strong & complimentary reso 
=lutions for division of my district 
& my reappointment. 
 20th- 
Criminal cases all done – jury 
civil cases next.  Mr. F. W. Dundas 
& wife from Paris, Ill – visiting here. 
She is an artist & has made bas relief 
of my head & shoulders! 

Diary 9, 1905  -23rd- 
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august23and24 Debbie left for New York 

today – to visit Darrell 
She left on the “Monarch” via 
Dawson.  Dundas & wife went 
on same boat to Rampart. 
Court business pressing 
every moment.  Played two 
games 9 pins tonight & have 
started in to build up strength. 
When Debbie left I gave her 
out of our hoard a thousand 
dollars & more! which is 
remarkable – in that we should 
have so much- 
 -24th- 
48 years old today 
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 -26th- 
Have been trying equity case of 
Boone v Manley &c. for partition 
of “4 Below Mining Co.” – 2 days. 
     Claypool & wife called at 
courthouse and invited me to 
dinner tomorrow evening!! 
Also Johansen is so damned 
mad because I decided his 
lawsuits against him that he 
now threatens to go to Washington 
& work against me, notwithstanding 
his request to do otherwise by the 
Bar Assoc : Cham. of Com &c!! 
     It’s a great chance to accumulate 
enemies – is the judgeship 
     Beautiful day!! 
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Sunday 27th 
Beautiful day.  Claypools invi 
=ted me to dinner today & I accepted 
& had a nice home dinner & good 
visit.  Tom McGowan talked 
to Johansen – who is mad – but 
says he will either go and perform 
his duty or resign!  First Claypool 
then McGinn & now Johansen – 
all mad because I decided cases 
against them – but its like 
sea sickness – nobody dies & 
all recover.  River rising – it 
has been high all summer. 
The Kantishna stampede attracting 
much attention – 500 people 
there & more going – will appoint 
Van Slyke. Com. there! 
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 -28th- 
Finished hearing testimony in 
Boone v Manley, for partition 
of “4 Below” Mining Co. ground 
= 4 & 5 below & side claims on 

Cleary Creek - $500,000. involved 
Briefs are to be filed & decision 
soon as maps can be made- 
     Jury case tomorrow 
Lunch with McGowan & Johansen 
today –  Jo:  professes friendship 
with bad grace – but promises 
to be good= 
 Sep 3rd 
Rented the house on 1st to Mr & 
Mrs Smith, agent, Cold Storage Co. 
for $35. per month for the winter. 
Fixed it up, papered ceilings after 
covering with lumber for warmth, 
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covered tent also with lumber to keep 
the snow from breaking it in.  I will 
sleep in tent until I go about 16th 
Mail today – two letters from Darrell 
to his mother- a letter from Judge Allyn 
enclosing a kind letter from Judge Day. 
     Johansen goes down river tomorrow 
morning & will spend Dec. in Wash 
=ington City, in my interest & for division 
of the District. 
 -5- 
Trying jury cases, but will finish this 
week.  Also trying equity cases between 
hours and in extra moments.  Worked 
till eleven – on the bench – last night. 
Have made an order appointing 
Mr. Lee Van Slyke, formerly from 
Tacoma and more recently a dep. Clerk. 
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Commissioner to the new Kantishna Precinct 
embracing the Kantishna river watershed 
& all that part of the Kuskokwim in the 
3rd Division &c:  Order Sep. 1, 1905.- 
 -6th- 
Morton E. Stevens – Claypools partner 
today asked for a jury trial upon the 
ground that as Barnette was interested 
he & his associates believed it their duty 
to intimate to the court that Barnette 
was generally successful &c. & was 
friend of the courts - & talk &c. that it 
would relieve the court if the case was 
tried by a jury.  I denied the motion in 
dignified tones & language upon the law 
points involved.  It was a peice of 
malicious and deliberate effrontery – 
put up by Claypool on account of his 
inordinately jealous and small character 
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and because he has been losing his 
business on account of his dissolute habits 
and character.  He talks loudly against me 
on the street and everywhere & I thought that 
the attempt yesterday was to provoke me to 
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action and try and pose as an injured person. 
I will be surprised if I get through the 
term without a row with him although 
I will without the insult is so outrageous 
as to exhibit cowardice on my part. 
They were beaten in jury cases this week of 
some importance to them and are ugly at me 
although I was extremely particular in my 
rulings and instructions. 
Decided last night & so informed 
parties & counsel to go to Fairbanks 
Creek on Sunday & view the holes in 
dispute in the case of 
Nelson & H. v Meehan & L. 
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 -7th- 
Set the jury cases in which Clay 
=pool & Stevens are interested for trial 
on Monday 11, & notified Claypool 
who said that Stevens was on a 
drunk and could not probably be 
sobered up so as to try them!! 
Poor devils they are to be pitied! 
Have just about finished up the 
business of the term & can get 
away about the 18th 
 -8th- 
Jail Break No 2. Three 
prisoners:  Perovich, under sentence 
of death for the murder of Jacobi, Emmett 
theif and Thorton, horse theif – escaped. 
but Perovich was recaptured during 
the night – the other two still at large. 
The two theives out a hole through the 
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roof of the water closet - & first escaped. 
Perovich went into the closet a few minutes 
afterward & evidently seeing the hole, also 
crawled out.  The jail is a  poorly constructed 
log house, built in 1903 at a cost of $1750, 
when labor & material was both scarce and 
high.  The Marshal was not to blame. 
 -10- 
Rose at 5:30, breakfast at restaurant, -  
train at 6:0 first passengers over track to 
Gilmore, horses at Gilmore & rode to 
No. 3. A. on Fairbanks – with Genl. Carr 
& Deft. Larson : met Nelson at No. 3. 
lunch - & examined old Nelson hole 
also shafts on each side – cleared 
out old tunnel – bottom of old Nelson 
ice clearly exposed – 6 ft from bedrock, 
&c. horses back to Gilmore, train to 
town – bath, tired as hell & sore.  Rode 
28 miles on horseback. 
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 -12- 
Snow storm last night 
3 or four inches of snow – quite 

like winter.  Working night & 
day to clean up the docket – will 
probably get away by 18th or 20th 
 -13th- 
Received letter today from Colonel 
Blethen – “Seattle Times” – taking me 
to task for sending copy of my 
interrogations to Clark & not to 
Times.  It seems that instead of 
sending the copy to Henderson 
as per my letter, George sent 
it direct to Clark – and I 
now understand how it got into  
print!  I dont blame the “Times 
but I do think Clark ought to 
have been more careful!!! 
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 -15- 
Wrote to Col. Blethen, Seattle Times, 
explaining sending of interrogatories, 
to Walter E. Clark, about which he 
complained. 
Sentenced Vugo Perovich to be hanged  
for the murder of Jacob Jaconi. 
Decided Nelson & Hensley v Meehan 
& Larson – vacated to former judgment. 
Partitioned Nos 4 & 5, creek & 4 & 5 
side claims on Cleary Creek. 
Finished last case for trial.  Only 
have to close up odds & ends – appeals 
& the like and then am ready to go. 
Ralph Merrill here – engineer & 
will work for N.C. Co. 
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 -16th- 
Sold 18 volumes of Ency. of Pld. 
& Pr. belonging to Arthur G. Thompson 
of Yakataga, to McGinn & Sullivan 
for $126.00 - $7.00 per volume. 
Thompson demands $200. for these 
& the Ency. of Law -= 31 vols. 1st Ed. 
and I may have to pay him for all 
& trust to being able to sell the 
31 vols for the difference- 
     Busy closing up the motions for 
new trial, and signing orders &c. on 
appealed cases.  Am finished with 
all trials, and all public business 
requiring further court time. 
     The press of important and valuable 
litigation before the court at this term 
has roused the revengful disposition of 
some persons – attorneys and clients 
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and I am informed that 3 attorneys 
and three or four clients have preferred 
some sort of charges of unfairness 
against me at Washing- the attorneys 
include Miller & de Journal – and either 
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Stevens or Claypool or both.  Their com 
=plaints are so palpably unfair and  
unjust that I shall, of course, pay no 
attention to them. 
     The lawyers met in the courthouse 
tonight at my invitation to a “smoker” 
- all present except Miller – he is a 
thoroughly dishonest shyster!  Busy 
signing judgments, decrees, & orders on 
appeal.  I am afraid of the Smith family! 
He is the Mgr. of the Pac. Cold Storage Co. from 
Tacoma, - she is his wife, they have rented 
my house, and the few days that I saw 
them there quite frequently make me fear 
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that he is a gambler and she a drinker. 
I have had to send one of the P.C. S. Co. mgr. 
to the pen. for embezzlement of the Co. funds! 
 -Sunday 17th- 
Learned this morning that the “Tanana” 
would leave here at 3 oclock this after 
=noon for Ft. Gibbon to connect with the 
“Hannah”.  Packing, and getting ready 
to up, - signing decrees, and orders on 
appeal.  Signed partition decree in 
Boone v Manley, and order vacating former 
judgment in Nelson & Hensley v Meehan 
& Larson, &c. &c.  The Harlans – Jeffry, 
and I ready – “Tanana”  left Fairbanks 
at 3 oclock, with good list of passengers. 
Meehan & Larson, Brady, Iver Johnson, 
Billy Bass, &c.    Am glad to get away 
from the crush of months past 
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 -18th- 
Ft. Gibbon – arrived about 1 oclock, 
- no steamer in sight – but saw her 
smoke in two hours & “Hannah” 
arrived there about 5 p.m.  Went up 
to St James Mission with Rev. Young, 
& met Rev. Prevost and Dean Stuck 
of the Episcopal Church.  Prevost in 
charge here, - nice church – Indian 
village &c.  Corbusier, N. C. mail 
man – recently married to a nice Kentucky 
girl – Rodman N. C. manager here will be 
married tomorrow to another by Dean 
Stuck.  Richmond, at Fairbanks, a 
month ago.  Grace  of Circle City – later, makes 
four of the young managers of the N.C. 
to take brides this fall!  On board 
“Hannah” – leave here early in the 
morning – unloading freight- 
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 -19th – 19th 
Reached Rampart at noon, - will 
stay here till mignight unloading 
freight.  Inspected Commissioner 
Greens office &c.  Visited with Heeter 

proprietor & Callahan editor of the 
Yukon Valley News, also Duncan 
of N. C. & Kelterer of N.A.T.  Find 
that Wingate is as bilious as ever & 
has just received a new press from Juneau 
- from Heid evidently!  Allen told 
me that McGowan had recently offered 
to procure for Wingate a settlement of 
his fight on me by which Wingate would 
have a position &c. and that Wingate 
had been considering it.  Evidently 
the Heid press came ahead of McGowans 
offer and barred it.  I will insist 
that no foolish talk be indulged in 
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with Wingate by McGowan or any one 
else on my behalf, - he is a scoundrel 
& utterly untrustworthy – and harmless! 
It will do more harm for them to talk 
such nonsense to him than he can do. 
Callahan, as Ed. News, gave me strong 
letter of endorsment as judge. 
I find a good feeling of friendship 
in Rampart for me- 
 -20th- 
The strs. “Seattle No 3” & “Monarch” 
passed Rampart – last night – for 
Fairbanks – both heavily loaded & with 
barges filled with machinery. 
Ft. Hamilin at noon – flats this 
afternoon – I sleep till noon, but 
my eyes are failing me fast. must 
quit smoking, &c. Snow on the 
ground at Rampart - and 
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still snowing – none in the 
Tanana – and the winter seems 
nearer here than in that valley. 
 -21st- 
Passed Str. “Herman” in the night 
- loaded with crude oil for fuel 
- N.C. tanks Circle City. 
Major Richardson, U.S.A. and Alaska 
road commissioner is on board, also 
Prindle & U.S. Geological party, 
Witherspoon, of U.S. Geo. Dept. & one 
of his assistants came on from the 
Herman last night.  Snowing 
- cloudy - & winter – good stage 
of water, though, and we are making 
good time.  Ought to be in Ft. Yukon 
tonight.  Resting – but my eyes 
are troubling me. 
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 -22nd- 
Ft. Yukon.  The main channel of the 
Yukon river now flows past old Ft Yukon 
- for several years it flowed several miles 
to the west – across the low flats – but last 
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year it changed back – The glory of the old 
past, however, has departed – its old cemetery 
of dead Hudson Bay employes of 1854-’60 
is overgrown & gone to decay – the Indians 
have gone to other posts – Jack Carr & his 
wife (“Jack Spratt & his wife” – so far as leanness 
& fatness go) run a store and mail contract 
business, - Beaumont, Furch, Canadian 
trader & whisky peddler, keeps a post – and a 
few Indians in detached huts make up the 
little settlement – and Miss Woods – the Episcopal 
school teacher.   One young Indian mother 
whose three year old boy is so exactly an image 
of Mountifield, the N.A. T. Agent as to suggest 
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pre-natal impressions - &c.  Mrs. Carr gave me 
this bit of scandal.  Beaumont has just 
returned from New York, with a girl wife no 
older than Mabel – his daughter – the old 
scoundrel – one can see the future tragedy 
lying in his foul action, and the ruin of the 
life of this young creature – Mabel is as 
sharp as a tack – and is credited with great 
sales of whisky to Indians.  She seems to 
be very intelligent – I dont understand the family! 
     Gathered a sack of rose bushes, spruce trees, 
&c. with seeds of wild flowers for an Arctic bed 
for mother – or the park in Tacoma or Seattle. 
Left Ft Yukon at noon & late in the evening 
we found the str. “Sarah” high on a bar – 
tied up for the night near her to get her off in 
the morning.  This will put us back a day or so. 
 -23rd- 
With Str. “Sarah” – pulling & puffing – but she 
is still fast on the bar.  Staid with her 
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all day – the Str. “Hermann” with 
oil barge – the “Sarah” and “Hannah” 
burn crude oil – came up this evening. 
 -24th- 
Still standing by the “Sarah”.  Have  
pulled with hawser several times but 
she is a solid on the sand as if she 
grew there – they are now den whishing 
the tanks and intend to utilize the 
oil barge to receive the live stock & 
freight of the “Sarah” so that she may be 
hauled off while lightened.  Abe Spring 
is on board Sarah bound to Fairbanks 
with his electric light plant for Cleary Creek. 
He came over & gave me the gossip from 
Seattle.  Says Senator Piles is friendly 
& will help me – that there is no fight 
on me in Seattle, &c.  Dick Woods 
sister on board going to Fairbanks &c 
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and says that Barnette was sued 
at Seattle on his old contract made 
at St. Micheal in 1902 with Costen 

- partnership contract in mining, &c &c. 
 -25- 
We left the Sarah early this morning 
- the Herman standing by her, - and 
reach Circle this afternoon.  Called 
on the Votaws – talked over business 
matters with him – he is doing well and 
is pleased with the office & place – Also 
looked over the town &c.  boat remained 
but a short time. 
 -26th- 
Between Circle & Eagle.  A row on 
board about rooms – the purser under 
took to keep No 26 staked out for his 
“lady friend” = and let others sleep on 
the floor & sassy women interviewed 
him – he ought to be interviewed by his 
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employers.   I was changed from my 
room & put in with Major Richardson- 
 -27- 
Eagle City.  Reached Eagle early 
this morning & met U. G. Myers, the 
Comr. & others.  Eagle looks the same 
& my heart goes out in memory of the 
town & Howard – I can hardly realize 
that my life with him is dead – Our old 
home looks shabby & is going slowly 
to decay – Snowing and winter is here. 
There has been a steady fall of light 
snow since we left Tanana – and 
it is an unusual experience to me 
to ride in a steamer on this part of 
the river while all the earth is white 
with the winters snows.  They tell me 
that Debbie passed here all right & 
on time. 
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 -28th- 
Remained at 40 Mile last 
night and reached Dawson this 
afternoon.  Could not get rooms at the 
Regina – crowded – Isom, mang. N. A. T. 
is here.  Rooms at White House.  Bath. 
Dinner with American Consul Ravendal 
& Orr. at Regina restaurant.  John 
Stone interviewed me – wants a divorce 
- but plainly told him that he could not 
get it until he resided in Alaska 2  
years. 
 29th 
Called & met Judges Craig & McCauley 
of Yukon Ty. Court.  Judge Craig 
looks like a judge – and is one - 
McCaully is of the Steve OBrien 
type – and was actually a schoolmate 
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with Steve.  Dr. Coleman, Harry Johnston 
& is a friend of Ashton.  I like the looks 
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of Judge Craig very much.  Lunch with 
Mr & Mrs. Orr.  Called at “News” office 
& saw Roediger & McIntire, but did 
not have time to go to house.  The 
“White House” is run by a Mrs. Bulter –  
she evidently has a dash of Creole blood –  
and is the embodiment of voluptuous 
lust – glad I escaped : Rodgers of the 
White Pass Ry. is one of her star boarders 
and recommended us to go there. 
     Judge Craig & McCaully – their wives & 
Mrs Roediger & Nellie – also Consul Ravendal 
were at the landing when I left.  The 
“World” – Dawson paper – had a fine “puff” 
about my work in Alaska – and I 
was treated very nice in Dawson. 
Left at 3 oclock on “Selkirk” for 
Whitehorse. 
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 -30- 
Passed White River early this morning 
- beautiful clear day – snow on the 
mountains, making good time. 
 Octo 3rd 
We reached Whitehorse at 1 oclock 
today – too late, of course, to catch the 
train.  The “Jefferson” leaves Skagaway 
tomorrow & we will catch it – so it 
doesnt make any difference.  Went 
out to “Whitehorse Rapids” with Billy 
Bass, - have room in new Columbia 
Hotel – they are rebuilding since the fire 
of a few weeks ago – No news – 
 -4th- 
Left Whitehorse at 10 a.m. – the 
“Casca” hove in sight & we waited for 
her.  Dinner at Bennett & reached 
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Skagway at 5 oclock – the Steamer 
“Jefferson” in port.  Invited to dinner 
with Major Richardson.  Rodgers 
& Newell of the White Pass Ry. & Wynn 
- Johnson – at the Pullen House – 
Left Skagway at 8 oclock for 
Juneau – Str “Jefferson” is a fine 
new steamer – large & comfortable. 
 -5- 
Juneau at 6 a.m – went to the 
“Occidental” hotel & slept till 10. 
Wrote letters to Atty. Genl. sending 
in my account to Sept. 30, and 
also salary vouchers for April, 
May, June, July, August, & September 
- 6 months, & also wrote asking 
leave during November & Dec – 
Bath & just as I was ready 
to be comfortable the whistle 
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october05b Sent package of Ft Yukon shrubs 
to mother – wrote to Debbie & also 
to George T. Reid – sent him a 
draft in favor of Edgar – bal. on 
his Hamilton contract of $688.65 
Loaned George A. Jeffry the 
sum of $350.00. 
     Met Lt. Hoggatt – also Dautrick, 
Frame, Jennings, Churchill et. al. 
& had short but pleasant visit. 
Hoggatt says that the Special Ex 
=aminer sent out to examine into 
Gov. Bradys affairs returned East 
yesterday – I just missed him 
one day - & I am glad of it. 
Left Juneau at 8 p.m 
on “Excelsior” 
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 -6th- 
Sitka – Met Kostrometrioff 
visited Greek Church – called on 
Bishop Innocent – sleeping & could 
not see him – saw & visited Genl. Distin 
& “Cablegram” office.  Saw Gov. Brady 
at a distance – no talk – no answer 
to my interrogatories – except that 
he said in the newspaper that I 
was unfit to be judge!!  Reynolds 
also wrote letter – but he honestly 
acknowledged the matter & paid 
me a compliment.  Distin 
& Brady at swords points! 
Saw Bishop Rowe also 
Ed Miller, Rochford & on board 
Put to sea – smooth. 
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 -7th - 
Yakutat at 5 p.m – at Stimsons 
cannery – Weather good – we 
suffered some by rolling but 
otherwise trip fair. 
 -8- 
Yakataga Beach at day 
break, and Kayak island 
tonight.  We have litteraly 
rolled thus far – the “Excelsior” 
is as unstable as a barrel in 
water.  Have not been sea sick 
yet – but only escape by going 
to bed.  Learned today that the 
Gov – Brady – will use extracts 
from my address of 2 years ago 
in his annual report – as argument 
against territorial government. 
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- probably he could not 
find one 3 years old!! 
If we only had a Governor 
who could prepare a state 
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document with figures to date 
or even a year ahead – it 
would be an advantage to  
Alaska. 
 -9th- 
Nuchek – the old sea otter station 
- at day break – Orca at noon 
& Ellamar tonight – unloading 
freight & delivering mail – Raining 
& blowing like “sixty”.  We will 
be at the Valdez wharf in the morning. 
 -10th- 
Valdez at 8 oclock.  Went 
to the St. Elias Hotel - saw 
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Crandall, Lathrop, Judge 
Lyons & the lawyers & found 
no work for the present.  Have 
concluded that since I must 
go to Seward that I will 
continue on the “Excelsior” this 
trip – Crandall will go with 
me taking the naturalization 
records with him as there are 
several persons there who desire 
to declare their intention to become 
Am. citizens.  Visited around town 
- the Rosene railway party is busy 
building from what is called the 
“New Town” on the north side of the 
bay – but particularly in the 
Keystone Canyon” while the old 
Helm outfit is making pretence 
of doing some work near town 
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& across the flat toward “Keystone 
Canyon”  The town shows no sign 
of life or activity and the glacial 
stream hurt it badly this summer 
Left on boat at 4 p.m. after 
sending telegrams to Stier, at 
Fairbanks. 
 -11th- 
Seward, at 9 this morning –  
Met Messrs. Clegg, Hildreth, 
Wybant – Sexton – also Poland, 
& Stewart of the Alaska Central 
Ry.  Took dinner {lunch} with Poland 
at noon – present Poland, Stewart, 
Hale, banker, Ballaine, Dr. Burns, 
Judge Morford, Hildreth, Sexton, 
Wybant, & Jack      , a friend 
of Judge – Senator Turners!  Have 
made all arrangements to go out 
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over the line of the road tomorrow 
& then hunting out on north shore of 
Kenai Lake – for moose, or bear &c 
Stopping of Hotel McNeilly. 

 -12th- 
{W. B.} Poland, general manager of the 
Alaska Central Ry. and Hildreth, com 
=missioner at Seward, have arranged 
that I go out with a small party and 
view their road as far as the track is 
laid, then go down Lake Kenai for 
a hunt.  We left Seward at 9 oclock 
- our boat and supplies on a flat 
car ahead of the engine – two cars behind 
with Ry. supplies & passengers.  The 
road runs nearly north from Seward & 
climbs a heavy crooked grade to the 
summit – where it drops into Snow 
Creek – the southeastern tributary of 
Kenai Lake – thence down that to Kenai 
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Lake, skirting the west side of Sheep 
Mt. along the east side of one arm 
of the lake and thence north & then 
east up Trail Creek – we went to 
the 35 mi. point – where the rails 
are laid, - & to the end of the tracks. 
Had dinner at tie camp – back 
in the evening to Lake Kenai where our 
boat & supplies are put off & 
we loaded the boat & went around 
to the old railroad camp buildings 
at the elbow – called “Roosevelt” in 
construction days but now wholly 
abandoned & deserted.  We had 
some trouble to land since a strong 
wind sprang up & the waves rolled 
in from the lower end of the lake –it 
looks bad – windy but clear. 
Our party consists of Captain 
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Stewart, treasurer of the  A.C. Ry 
Judge Hildreth, “Col.” Revell, 
guide, “Commodore” Billy Smith, 
guide, & I, - Revell & Smith are 
both fine hunters, & know the country. 
We are in for a good nights rest- 
- wind blowing & it looks bad. 
 -13th- 
Wind still high & lake impossible 
- clear & beautiful weather.  We 
are all scattering out to see the country 
around & to wait for the wind to abate. 
Went up Ptarmigan Creek with Revell 
& thence up to the Lake – sunk deep 
between Sheep Mt. & another – Fine 
day – out on lake on a raft but no 
sheep – fine pair of horns at outlet 
of lake – old camp – back in evening 
tired but happy – wind still blowing 
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 -14th- 
Wind still & we left camp this morning 
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for the lower end of the Lake.  Passed a 
fine large island at noon and we named 
it “Stewart Island” – after Capt. Stewart. 
Reached the lower end of the lake at 
dark & thence down the river about 
a mile to an old Russian “barrabara” 
or hunting house on its north bank. 
A beautiful, cloudless, lazy October 
day – the scenery on Kenai lake 
is enjoyable – high snow covered 
mountains on each side – long & 
steep inclines & precipitous walls –  
the western end – before dark was 
beautifully amysthestine – an ideal 
Indian summer day – We 
found two Swedes on their way 
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down the Kenai to Russian river 
where they intended to hunt for bear 
& prospect.  Tired & all ate & dropped 
to sleep- 
 -15- 
Hunting today.  We are now in 
the heart of the Kenai peninsula 
& it is said to be a Moose Arcadia 
Capt Stewart & Billy Smith went 
off down the right limit of the 
river while Revell & I went up 
Juneau creek – to the north.  The 
valley of Juneau is certainly a 
beautiful spot on a mild autumn 
day – it is two or three miles wide 
and surrounded with rounded 
mountains already capped with 
snow – a forest fire has killed 
most of the former forest and in 
the wide openings this made in 
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the trees the red top grass waves 
in the fall winds.  Hundreds of 
acres of this fine grass make fine 
brown meadows – clear dashing 
streams cross the valley from the side 
valleys to fall into Juneau creek- 
- the warm sun shines over all – it 
is a beautiful spot – fit for the home 
of the noble moose-  And it certainly 
is his home – great well packed 
trails connect the distant parts of 
the valley – and moose sign & tracks 
are every where.  An hour after 
noon we saw a moose – hidden  
behind a few thick trees we could 
not discover its size or sex until 
it was shot – it was the finest 
& fattest animal I ever saw – 
I felt but little – no elation 
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october15c much as if I had invaded 
some gentlemans back pasture 
& had shot his favorite Jersey 
cow – Another yearling bull 
accompanied the one we shot 
& it made me feel still meaner 
by its fearless search around  
us – sometimes only 50 yards 
away – for its mate.  We cleaned 
the animal – quartered it - & 
Revell put a fore quarter on his 
back – I took both guns & 
we started home – I was dead 
tired when we reached camp- 
Capt. Stewart & Billy came in 
half an hour after – they had seen 
several moose at long distance 
but had killed none- 
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 -16th- 
Revell – Billy & Judge Hildreth 
went back to our moose of yesterday 
- Hildreth hoping to kill his moose 
& the boys to bring in the hind quarters. 
     The following is a rough map 
of Kenai Lake - & shows our location 
[captions:]  Hunting Camp   Stewart Is. 
Kenai Lake     Alaska Central Ry     Seward 
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The old hunting lodge which we use 
in part is an interesting structure. 
It was built by a Russian from the 
mouth of the river – 90 miles away- 
to the west – he evidently wished to reach 
the lake – and also the sheep & moose 
hunting around it & probably the 
fish in the river and lake. 
[captions:] 6 X 6 Sweat House 
16 X 20 Indian & fish house 
12 X 12 Barrabara 
 
The sweat house was well constructed 
of hewn logs – tightly morticed – good 
smooth floor – low walls, tight roof & 
covered with dirt covering – in one corner 
is yet the pile of rocks which when 
heated with coals – furnished the heat 
for steam – they threw water on the hot 
rocks & then enjoyed the sweat- 
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The larger structure in the center 
was a low roofed – but well constructed 
of logs – with a smoke hole in the 
center.  Its size and shap enabled 
the hunter to house his Indian retainers 
- his fish & dogs – while the principal 
building was occupied by him & his 
family – It is a model of good hewing 
& log fitting.  The floor & ceiling are 
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hewn as also the walls – two small 
windows while the only entrance is 
through the large fish room- 
 -17ty- 
Rainy & we remained in camp. 
 -18th- 
Rainy but went hunting – saw 
5 moose on mountainside – 2 
in valley – but got none – saw 
the falls on Juneau Creek. 
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 -19th- 
Clearing up – we moved 
camp – packed on our backs 
into the center of Juneau Creek 
valley – we will remain there 
until we kill our bull moose 
Built camp on east side of Juneau 
Creek valley – fly for cover & bed of 
boughs – good camp- 
 -24th- 
We remained in our Juneau Creek 
camp until today – On our hunting 
trips we explored this fine valley – its 
lakes & streams – we hunted the high 
wide gulches &c.  I saw 15 moose 
but got no shot at “horns” – could 
have killed several cows & yearlings 
but did not shoot.  Yesterday 
we suddenly came across a great 
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bull – with only one horn –  
he had lost the other in a battle 
- shot him – cut his heart – but 
only relieved his sufferings, since 
his battle had left him minus one 
of his great antlers which had carried 
away a portion of his skull- 
Hildreth also killed a fine young bull. 
Capt. Stewart & Billy Smith got a 
shot at a bear but did not get him on 
account of brush & distance- 
It rained so much that we could 
not hunt well & were always wet 
to the waist.  Carried our packs 
back to the Russian “barabara” 
this afternoon - & will go back home 
My moose gave us some fine meat 
- two fine hind quarters – but 
we have no good horns- 
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 -25- 
We left the “barabara” at 4 
oclock yesterday evening & 
reached the east end of Kenai 
lake at 1:30 in the morning – 
train at 4 in afternoon & reached 
Seward tonight.  Well – sound 
& strong – but the trip yielded no 

horns – 
Recd. telegram from Jim Fish, Valdez, 
saying : “Valdez Oct 14. 
Hon James Wickersham, Seward Alaska 
At mass meeting last night following 
delegates to legislative convention 
Seattle November 15th were unanimously 
elected – Wickersham, Lathrop, Blum, 
Smith.  (signed) James Fish.” 
Sorry that my office prevents my 
accepting – but it would not be 
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proper & I will have them elect 
some one else in my place – 
Also telegram from Abe Spring 
dated Oct 15 from Fairbanks: 
“Nasty fight being made Bar Assoc 
=iation.  Condemnatory resolutions 
introduced meeting prior my arrival. 
Friends succeeded postponing action. 
Miller resolution still pernicious 
substituted last night.  Indefinitely 
postponed eleven ten.  Closest 
watching required preventing 
snap judgment.  Press letters 
department being mailed.  Copies 
forwarded.  Henderson compiling statement. 
Abe Spring.” 
Miller & Claypool are evidently 
squaring themselves with their 
clients by fighting me. 
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 -26th- 
Much complaint here against 
Hildreth – the Ry. people are espec 
=ially bitter against him because 
of his fight against Dr. Burns. 
Took midnight lunch with Capt. & Mrs. 
Stewart – also met Mr. Francis, Treas. of the 
A.C. Ry. & a Mr. Middleberger, a representative 
of the Holland bondholders of the Co. 
 -27th- 
The 25th Anniversary of our marriage 
- at Rochester, Ill.  Oct. 27, 1880.!! 
I love my clean-minded good wife with 
a stronger love than I did when she came 
as my bride.  If our three boys were all 
alive how happy I would be – but our eldest 
is left and he is so strong and manly that 
I cannot complain - though Howards 
death was the greatest loss of my life – 
it seems to have been almost the end of my 
home life- 
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The Chamber of Commerce gave me 
a formal reception last night at the 
“Kenai Club” rooms.  Messrs. Francis 
& Middleberger also attended as guests 
- I made a short talk encouraging them 
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in respect to the region toward which their 
railroad is building – the Tanana valley 
None of them have visited the interior – altho 
they are building a first class standard 
railroad to it.  The lawyers gave me 
an endorsment, recommending my 
reappointment, and asking, in case of the 
division of the district, that I be assigned 
to the coast division! Ritchie, the Editor 
of the “Seward Gateway” - the only local paper 
also wrote a letter of endorsment.  Am 
very much pleased with my trip to Seward! 
“Billy” Smith, my hunting guide gave me a 
fine pair of moose antlers. 
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 -28th- 
Had a fine chicken dinner with Mr & 
Mrs. McNeily, yesterday.  The “Santa Ana” 
in yesterday & left this morning but I 
will wait for the “Santa Clara” – since she 
goes to Valdez direct – while the Santa Ana 
stops at Ellamar to load on.  Am 
negotiating for a town lot in Seward. 
 -29- 
“Santa Clara” came in about 2 oclock 
today – but leaves late – or not till morning 
since a heavy storm is raging outside. 
Spent the day quietly at hotel – but 
had supper last night with Poland, 
general manager of the A.C Ry. and with 
Francis & Middleberger – also break 
=fast with them this morning – Francis 
is a clean cut young Canadian – of 
gentle manners, but bright and vigorous 
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- a good business man – and I presume 
a wealthy one – Middleberger is a 
discreet, conservative, close mouthed 
Hollander, who eats porridge, does 
not smoke and drinks like a New 
England deacon.  He is sixty – rather 
gray, stoop shouldered, and slow – 
but knows the value of a cent and 
has promoted railroads in South Africa 
- so his Hollandish clients are pretty 
safe.  Poland is a human dynamo. 
Did not buy a lot in Seward. 
 -30- 
Santa Clara went out early this 
morning as far as the mouth of the 
harbor – but such a storm was raging 
that it immediately returned to the 
Seward Wharf – lay in Seward 
all day – doing nothing - 
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 -31st- 
Left Seward early this morning & 
reached Valdez about six oclock - 
Lawyers Brown & Ostrander called 

on me at St. Elias Hotel & said that 
the Chitita Bankruptcy case was the 
only matter that could be taken up –  
& that they & the people generally 
desired me to hold the regular term 
in January – 
 -November 1st- 
Mail – good letters from Debbie & 
Darrell – she is in New York visiting 
him & they seem to be having a good 
time – poor child.  I am glad she is 
enjoying him – and he her visit. 
Heard the Chitita bankruptcy case 
but refused to do anything until 
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January – Signed some formal 
orders & called a Special Team 
at Valdez for January 22, 1906. 
Absolutely nothing to do – so I 
will go out on the Santa Clara 
tomorrow.  Gave a Moose dinner 
to Gov & Mrs Leedy – Joe Bourke, 
Jas Fish & wife, Brown & wife, Lyons 
& wife, Rochford & his affianc {Mrs.   }his fiance 
at Wikidels restaurant.  Also then 
attended a social function given 
by Mrs Ostrander & Mrs Hozlett – 
euchre – at Moose Hall.  
Gave Rob. Coles a letter to Poland, of the 
A.C. Ry. Co. Seward asking him to give 
Rob work – Everything ready to go on 
boat in the morning.  Lathrop, dept. 
Marshal also goes as delegate to the 
Alaska convention.  
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 -Nov. 2nd- 
“Santa Clara” for Seattle- 
Foggy in Valdez harbor but clear 
& bright in Prince Williams Sd- 
This is a beautiful body of water – 
like Puget Sd – and fully protects 
the entrance to Valdez – The entrance 
to Resurrection Bay – Seward – opens 
out on the Pacific & storms make 
it almost impossible to get in & out 
- Beautiful day – Ellamar in sight. 
 -Nov 3rd- 
Fine day – fair wind – sail up –  
& going 12 knots an hour! for 
home.  Am not sea sick but have 
just staid in bed to rest – it is 
a rest after a strenous term at 
Fairbanks & a mighty moose hunt. 
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 Nov. 7. 
At Sea, off Barclay Sound- 
Had a rough trip until yesterday 
- I was distressed and uncomfortable 
as usual – and remained in bed  - 
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Foggy weather yesterday & today 
till noon – we had no sight of 
land since leaving Hinchinbrooke 
Is. till noon, when we were just 
off Barclay Sd – 60 miles north 
of De Fuca Straits.  It is a beautiful 
day now – clear – calm, sunny & 
warm – the high mountains of Vancou 
ver Is. lie to our left – we will get in 
Seattle about noon tomorrow. 
Lathrop, Dep. U.S. Mar. from Valdez. 
Iles, the “bum” railroad promoter. 
Judge Morford, lawyer from Seward, 
Hilscher, the butcher, Rich, the 
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railroad contractor & others are aboard. 
Hickey, a mining expert, also – 
Have recovered my legs, and appetite 
but my bowels are yet torpid. 
A glorious afternoon –  
7 p.m. Have just passed the light 
house at Cape Flattery ; It seems 
good to be approaching home & 
civilization once more. 
 Nov. 8. 
Arrived in Seattle at 9.a.m. 
Rainier Grand hotel – Johansen is 
here – Remained over for tonight 
at request of A.B.’s  – the 
Arctic Brotherhood Grand Lodge 
in session – banquet – Perkins 
Arc. Chief – presided – was guest 
of honor & well received at banquet 
- made short address - 
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 -9th- 
Tacoma – letters from Debbie 
- telegraphed her my arrival. 
Also letter from Stephen Birch 
- telegraphed him also by request 
that would be here for some time. 
     Ex. Marshal Richards, & his 
“gang” Forrest, M. J. Cochran, 
Sam Milligan, Al. Cody,        
&         , are busily engaged, 
aided by D. A. McKenzie, in “knocking” 
me at Seattle.  Sullivan’s, both 
Mike & P. C. are there and also 
in close consultation.  The 
Alaska convention, to meet on the 
15th is attracting attention & the 
newspapers have announced me 
as a candidate for delegate – but 
I have promptly denied it & they 
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will so announce. 
 -10th- 
Visiting Seattle – nothing 
particular except denying that 

I am candidate for delegate. 
 -11th- 
Application from Col. L. S. Howlett 
of North Yakima, Wash. for appoint 
=ment as Com. at Seward, Alaska, 
received letters from Senator George 
Turner, & Congressman W. L. Jona 
of N. Yakima, strongly endorsing him 
Recd. check for 6 mo. salary 
= $2500. – Deposited $5500.00 
in Nat. Bk. of Commerce. 
 -12- 
Went to Buckley to visit 
mother – met Jennie & her 
husband in Tacoma last night. 
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Jennie is grown to be a handsome 
woman - is a good wife & mother 
Everybody well at Buckley- 
 -13th- 
Returned to Tacoma.  Recd. 
packages of books – history & 
ethnology from London- 
Answered mail – George Jeffry 
here – Had visit from John 
Malone today – showed me 
letter from A. R. Lillienthal, of 
San Francisco, proffering assistance 
to secure my confirmation.  John 
also told him {me} that P. C. Sullivan 
would not fight & that President 
had requested McKenzie, of 
North Dakota – the backbone 
of the fight against me – to  
let up on it!! This dont 
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sound just right – but it may 
be true.  Judge Dudley DuBose 
- McKenzies friend – also told 
me that he thought McKenzie 
was easily induced to let up- 
 -14th- 
Over to Seattle – hard fight on over 
delegate – Nye, Manley & Donnelly 
- three Fairbanks delegates under  
the influence of the decision in 
Durand v Manley – are doing what 
they can to beat Johansen – who 
is the Fairbanks delegate – under the 
impression that he will be friendly to 
me.  Carr & Nye are evidently 
small liars & traitors-! I am 
keenly disappointed in them 
Met many delegates – Gov. Swineford 
& others - & came home at 9 p.m. 
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 -15- 
Telegram from Debbie last night 
saying she had started home & 
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that Darrell was off to Cuba to 
day.  Dinner tonight to a 
few friends.  Alaska convention 
organized today – Archer from 
Nome elected temporary chairman 
against Nye of Fairbanks!! 
28 to 24!!  Edgar telegraphed 
me to come over tonight but I will 
not do it – I intend to keep 
out of the mess – for it looks 
now like a “first ward caucus.” 
Dinner a success – present 
Senator Foster, Grosscup, Geo. Reid 
Pratt, Sec. Cham. of Com. Billy Stern 
-berg & Joe Whitehouse. 
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 -16th- 
Johansen telephoned to me from 
Seattle this morning that I must 
come to Seattle & help him as his 
enemies were fighting him close & 
hard on my account – I went, but 
refused to appear openly – I teleg 
raphed ahead & had John P. Hartman 
meet me and informed him of the 
actions of Nye – he went to work 
on Nyes employers – the Tanana 
Mines Ry interests – Fredk Bausman 
their attorney &c. and when I left 
there tonight at 11 oclock they 
were industriously working to drive 
him into line.  John Ballaine 
of Seward was assisting & Johansen 
thinks, tonight, that he will 
succeed.  L. L. Bales, came 
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to see me & dug up a vote from 
Iliamna.  They are openly threatening 
me – the Marshal Richards gang –  
but if Johansen wins out they are 
powerless.  Archer was made 
temporary chairman – over Nye, 
& this is concededly a Johansen victory. 
Major Richardson called – I am 
surprised to find the Rosene people 
assisting Ryan – think of Jarvis  
interests being used to down me! 
The matter is badly mixed up but 
I am hopeful! 
 17th 
Just received a telephone message 
from Johansen saying that Nye 
had agreed to support him upon 
receiving his pledge that he 
(Johansen) was not pledged to 
me – his support was withheld 
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distinctly because he was opposed 
to me & he believed Johansen was 

friendly to me – This is Gratitude 
of the Claypool – McKenzie-Carr 
kind!!  The Post-Intelligencer 
announces this morning that the 
Ryan forces admit defeat and 
will now fight for three delegates 
- one from each judicial division. 
I told Johansen to do as he pleased 
about Nye – think he is scared & 
wishes to make his election sure 
but I did not want him to win with Nye 
against him – evidently Bansman 
& Hartman made Nye come in but 
he still acts the dog & insists on 
Johansen surrendering something. 
Woe unto the ungrateful cowards 
if I ever get the opportunity to act! 
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 -19th- 
Debbie at home.  Went over 
to Seattle yesterday afternoon & 
met Debbie at 9.p.m. over G. N Ry. 
She is not strong & seems much worn 
out by her trip – but is enthusiastic 
& happy over her six weeks visit to 
Darrell.  The Alaska delegates 
came over to Tacoma yesterday after 
=noon & gave the town a visit – they 
were met and entertained by the Chamber 
of Commerce -  & This evening (Sunday) 
Iles – of Valdez – came to see me & tried 
to force me by threats of a “roast” in the 
Convention tomorrow, to throw the 
Johansen forces to Ryan!!  I kept my 
temper & told him that I would 
do nothing – that I had not taken 
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any part in the fight and would 
not.  He said that Charlie Herren – 
- late one of Marshal Richards deputies 
at Nome – and a deputy clerk while 
I was there & appointed at my request –  
had sent him to make the proposition 
to me – I sent him (Iles) off short 
but without display of anger – 
Alaska convention is drifting worse 
& worse into ward politics – Had 
a talk with {state} Senator “Dick” Kinnear 
at Seattle &  he asked me to call on 
Senator Piles – thinks Piles will 
support me if I will give him some 
Alaska patronage & let up on the 
fight against P. C. Sullivan for District 
Atty. for Washington – yet every 
“plug” that Sullivan controls in the 
Alaska convention is blackguarding me! 
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  -20- 
Went to Seattle – saw Piles & he 
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nd22 “palavered” – but my opinion is that 

he will do all he can to defeat me –  
he will do it kindly – saying “That it 
is better, since there is so much of a fight 
to take up a new man!!  Also saw 
Ryan & tried to get him to agree to 
3 delegates & let Johansen be elected 
for the sake of harmony – They are 
fighting me, now. 
 -21st- 
Johansen defeated – Nye & the 
Ryan people succeeded in jobbing 
him  electing Capt. O. J. Humphrey. 
Lathrop left the hall & this took 
away 7 votes - & Humphrey had 42 
& Johansen 41!  I was “roasted” by 
Nye publicly & accused of running 
Johansens campaign, &c.  Sharper 
than the serpents tooth is the sting of 
base ingratitude. 
 -22- 
Paid up on my Puyallup Indian 
land - $1236.96 also street asst. on 
C. St. $773.35 – Don’t owe a dollar 
in the world. 
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 -23rd- 
John McGinn came over to see 
me – says that Ruan, Humphries 
& Swineford will all support me –  
and that the McKenzie – N. Dakota 
fight will be withdrawn – McGinn 
goes to California tonight & thence to 
Washington – gave him such 
papers &c. as explain matters –  
 -24th- 
Went over to Seattle – Jarvis is 
badly disgusted – took dinner 
with him – he is just a trifle –  
I thought – disgusted with me 
because I do not resign & go 
to work for myself – said he 
would report conditions in Wash 
=ington & explain the 
situation of the judges in Alaska 
and then say to him that I have 
enough - & resign. 
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 Dec. 4th 1905- 
Since Nov 24, I have been engaged 
in attending to my Puyallup valley 
land matters, &c.  Have been to Buckley 
& rented a room in the “Fidelity Bld –  
#323, as an office for preparing the 
2nd Val. of the Alaska reports –  
The Attorney Genl. has given permission 
to do the work here. 
Was over to Seattle today  - Al. White 
from Valdez and Jesse Noble from Fair 
=banks, took dinner with me.  Also 
saw Jim. Fish, who told me that the 
Fairbanks lawyers – Pratt, Miller & 
Claypool were keeping the wires loaded 
with attacks – (bitter & malicious – 
so much so that Fish thought they wil 
would be counteracted by its very virulence) 
- directed to the President.  I think 
the danger lies in some chance idea 
being presented to the President with 
such force as to cause him to hesitate 
or conclude that even if I am all right 
it might be better to appoint some 
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one else and stop the row. 
     Have purchased 6 or 7 acres 
more land adjoining my Wynaco 
Farm on the Puyallup reservation 
from Cornell Bros. for $400.00 
Also made written contract today 
with Nick Glaser to slash and pile 
in winnows all the brush & small 
timber on 70 acres in the valley & lying 
east of the Northern Pac. Ry. track, 
at $15.00 per acre. 
     Recd. telegram from Barnette {Nov. 29th} 
suggesting that I come on to Washington 
by today – Dec. 4, - when Congress meets –  
but I telegraphed care McGinn at 
Raleigh Hotel that I would not 
come unless requested by Senate 
Com. or Dept. of Justice. 
Busy working on 2nd Alaska –  
We are located at “The Sands”-  
Went over to Seattle today – sent 
Telegram to Henderson to do assessment 
work on 2 claims on Cleary creek left limit. 
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 -Dec. 5th- 
The President reappointed 
me again today –  
     This is the fourth time he has 

appointed me within a year.  My 
fear that they would reach him with 
some story & it would prejudice him 
strongly was without foundation. 
     Busy working on 2nd Alaska. 
 -6th- 
Sent telegram to John L. McGinn 
Wash, D.C. saying “Can come Wash 
=ington if Senate Judiciary Committee 
requires provided Atty. Genl. approves 
Consult friends and Senator Clark 
and advise me.” 
Working on 2nd Alaska – have 
room 323 Fidelity Bldg. 
 -7th- 
Nothing but work on 2nd Alaska 
Got letter yesterday from Lathrop saying 
that he had heard that he was accused of 
selling me out at Alaska convention & 
would see me in Spring at Valdez!!! 
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 -11th- 
Working every day with Jeffry at 
room 323 Fidelity Bld, on 2nd Alaska 
report – Nothing from Washington 
yet.  Am doing nothing myself –  
Recd. letter yesterday from Mr. C. D. 
Lane, San Francisco – he said 
“why don’t you quit the office & make 
some money.”  Everyone says that to 
me – as if money were the one great 
object of life!  I would rather leave 
the 1st and 2nd Alaska reports 
as a monument of my work in 
Alaska – than to have money! 
 -13- 
My nomination hung up in Senate 
by Senate Ankeny.  Received letter 
from Barnette, Wash. D. C. saying 
that Senators Spooner, Carter & Baily 
were all working right.  That Bratnober 
had seen Carter who would be all right. 
Bratnober also saw the President & 
Judge Day is working at Washington 
for me. 
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 -14th- 
Saw John Malone today about 
Crocker – who is Ankenys “boss.” – 
He went & saw Crocker & then took  
me up.  Crocker with brutal frankness 
said – “this is a hors trade – what 
will you do if Ankeny will get in 
& help you” – “He is a candidate 
for reelection – will you help him”? 
I said that I would not ask anyone 
to pledge himself in advance to 
vote for Mr. Ankeny & suggested that 

- 1 - 



Alaska State Library – Historical Collections   Diary of James Wickersham 
MS 107 Diary 10            Dec. 4, 1905 Through June 22, 1906. 

I could take care of a good man or 
two in Alaska as commissioners ? 
He then said that I was a friend of 
Perkins & could stop the fight that 
Perkins was making to assist Lorton 
who was recently Ankenys paper Editor 
at Walla Walla = I promised to go & 
see Perkins & see what I could do 
     I went to see Perkins & told him frankly 
the situation – He will see Crocker tomorrow 
but I could not & did not ask him to do any 
thing – just to fix it if he could. He will - 
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As one part of the effort to force Ankeny 
off Perkins sent Piles a telegram 
saying -  “As a personal favor to the Perkins 
Press assist in confirmation of Judge 
Wickersham” – or to that effect.  He 
thinks Piles will show that to Ankeny 
& he also thinks Piles will assist on 
his account – but I am not so sure!! 
Perkins also sent telegram to Senator 
Foraker asking him to assist. 
     At work every on 2nd Alaska. 
 -19th- 
Debbie & I went up to Enumclaw 
last Friday & paid a visit to Jennie 
& her family – her hubby – Chas. Hanson 
& his brothers & partners have a fine large 
logging & mill plant there.  He is a good 
business man & they have a comfortable 
home - & two fine babies.  Also met 
Dr. J.J. (state senator) Smith, & his family. 
Call was waiting me from Perkins who 
had received telegram from his to Sen. Piles 
saying that he wanted to assist in my 
confirmation – but that situation was 
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“delicate” &c.  An accomplanying tel 
=egram from Cushman explains that 
the “delicate” point meant Ankeny 
whom Piles hopes to use, and who 
has objected to my confirmation.  Cush 
=man suggested that I get King Co. 
telegrams &c. asking Ankeny to act 
favorable.  Perkins gave me the 
telegrams &c. and I went over to Seattle 
today.  Saw State Senator “Dick” 
Kinnear & he went to work at once, 
to get the Ankeny forces there into line. 
Called on Gov. McGraw – who held 
in his hand a telegram from Genl. Carr 
Com. at Fairbanks, repudiating the 
actions of Nye at the recent Seattle 
convention.  McGraw assured me 
of his (McG) friendship & support 
& that he had already acted for Carr. 
Called on C. J. Smith - & then on J.E. 

Chilberg, Pres. Alaska Club, & 
strong business man.  He sent 
telegrams to Piles, Ankeny, Joe 
Cushman, Humphreys & Dick Ryan 

Diary 10, 1905 
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Recd. a fine letter of endorsement 
today from the Alaska Club – Dick 
Kinnear will send me copy of his 
telegram - & Mayor Ballinger 
of Seattle will also send telegram 
to Ankeny. 
Getting along OK on 2nd Alaska. 
 -24th- 
Have pretty well fixed things 
with the Ankeny following & 
Crocker.  Col. Int. Rev. & George 
Stevenson – Ankenys leaders 
in the state have written him to 
secure my confirmation – Was 
over in Seattle two days ago 
& Dick Kinnear procured the 
following Ankeny politicians 
to sign the following telegram: 
“Hon. Levi Ankeny, U.S. Senator, 
“Washington, D.C. 
“We personal friends of Judge 
“Wickersham would be gratified 
“to have you actively support his 
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“confirmation.  Kindly show Senator 
“Piles.”  R. M. Kinnear, J.J. 
“Smith, Link Davis, A.T. Van Deventer, 
“John Wooding, I. B. Knickerbocker, 
“Charles S. Gleason, Joseph Lyons, 
“W. H. Clarke.” 
     P.C. Sullivan & Walter Christian 
are also doing what they can now 
to secure that result – the stand 
which the President has taken in 
reappointing me four times has 
brought them to realize that he 
intends to see me fairly treated by 
the Senate & Piles does not want 
to get in opposition to him – Sullivan 
has advised him not to do so, but to 
assist in my confirmation. 
     S. A. Perkins, is also doing all 
he can by telegraph – Cushman 
wrote him in answer that Piles was 
willing – but in a delicate position 
- evidently with Ankeny with whom 
he desires to live in peace. – Perkins 
says confirmation is assured - 

Diary 10, 1905 
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 -26th- 
Christmas at “Sands” – pleasant 
but not hilarious.  Received mail 
from Fairbanks today – letter from 
Genl. Carr, repudiating & condemning 
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Nyes treachery, - also strong resolutions 
from Chamber of Commerce of Seward –  
favoring my confirmation – original 
forwarded from there to Senate Com. on 
Judiciary.  Letter from Abe Spring 
containing copies of telegrams signed 
by Pratt – Miller & Frazier – addressed 
to the Seattle “Times” and asserting that 
I had been condemned by the lawyers, 
press & miners at Fairbanks – also 
copies of telegrams sent by the Bar Assoc. 
& the Miners Assoc. denying the charges &c. 
Also copies of newspapers containing 
articles & minutes of meetings of miners 
&c.  The miners are evidently ignorant of 
the true facts in relation to Chrisman v. Miller 
197 U.S. 313, & think I made the law! 
These papers, letters &c. explain the 
defection of the miners & I will forward 
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the whole to Barnette & McGinn who 
can use the same to advantage in 
explaining at Washington. 
     Recd. letter from Barnette yester 
=day – says things look satisfactory 
in Washington – but who can tell 
what the verdict of a jury will be? 
He says Nye is there knocking!! 
But also there are Ed. Dunn, Billy 
Bass, Whitehead, & a score of friends 
to offset him. 
     Had my photograph taken today 
- & worked hard all day in office. 
Recd. telegram from Ed. Steir, Clerk, 
who is at Valdez.  Sent him an answer 
to come on to Tacoma, & take his 
vacation. 
 Dec. 31st 1905 
Mr Perry & also Mr. Harlan are 
at Seattle & I am going over to see 
them today – B. D. Mills, from 
Fairbanks is also there.  Debbie 
is going with me -  (over). 

Diary 10, 1905 
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Nothing of importance in matter of my 
confirmation this week.  It now seems 
that Sullivan & Christian have concluded 
that they have something to win by being 
friendly & they are acting that way – 
All of the Ankeny influence is being 
exerted to get him into line – all of 
his supporters – Crocker, Stevenson, 
and the Seattle forces headed by Dick 
Kinnear have wired and written him 
and I judge his influence will be at 
least outward friendly.  Perkins 
received a telegram a few days ago 
from Cushman saying that he and Piles 

wanted me to wait in Tacoma until 
Jany 10, before going back to Alaska. 
Evidently they hope to get things finally 
agreed on – or know what to do – within 
that time.  Barnette writes that Senator 
Carter is all right now – that Bratnober 
persuaded him that I was “all right”. 
Senator Bailey of Texas pledges Barn 
=ette that all the Democratic senators 
will be favorable & Perkins now 
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and the attitude of Carter suggests, 
that Hansborough of North Dakota 
will also be so mollified as to be at 
peace, - This means that the old 
McKenzie fight, which has held 
me up for nearly three years is defeated! 
     While I have had many good &  
energetic friends to assist me, one 
stands higher than the rest in my list 
- Walter E. Clarke – and I 
hope yet to be able to offer the toast 
“One Damn good friend beats the 
United States Senate.” – for that is 
what his friendship for me has amounted 
to.  It looks now as if I would be 
confirmed – but who can tell? 
Recd. letter from Erastus Brainerd, Ed. 
P. I. yesterday containing telegram from 
Carr, at Fairbanks, denouncing Nye 
& opposition there & asking Brainerd 
to assist my confirmation! 
Am nearly finished with manuscript 
of 2nd Alaska – but not yet the 
Index digest. 

Diary 10, 1905-6 
december31dandja
nuary01and04a 

B. D. Mills took lunch with us 
at the Rainier – Grand Hotel – he is 
just from Fairbanks & reports things 
flourishing there.  Saw Mr. Perry, but 
not Mr. Harlan who is not yet in Seattle 
Neither Mrs. Perry nor Mrs. Harlan 
will come to Alaska till summer. 
 Jany. 1st 1906. 
 Mr. Perry in Seattle & Mr Harlan 
they go on Santa Clara to Valdez –  
but I have determined not to go 
Have written asking for leave till 
Feb. 1, & have adjourned court 
at Valdez till Feb. 14th 
 -4th- 
Recd. telegram from Atty. Genl. 
granting my request for leave 
of absence till Feb. 1st 
Letter from Senator Piles to 
Perkins saying strong fight 
against me – he will help, &c 

Diary 10, 1906 does not want to make enemies. 
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Rather a weak letter – and says that 
Ankeny will help if he can escape 
from his former promises to my 
senatorial enemies, but if not 
will vote against me – formally! 
 -5th- 
Telegram from Cushman today 
asking if the division bill was 
not directed against me – I 
answered saying did not know 
- to consult with McGinn, whom 
I also telegraphed to see Cushman 
& Jones about the matter. 
Was in Seattle yesterday - & 
called on Judge Brown. 
Am nearly done with preparing 
syllabi for 2nd Alaska, and 
now begin on Index digest. 
 -6th- 
Walter E. Clarke in the P-I. says 
that a special subcommittee of 
three will be appointed from the 
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Senate Jud. Com. on Monday (8th) 
to hear all complaints against 
me.  Also reports from Wash. 
D.C. say that Gov. Brady will 
resign – that Churchills report 
was adverse to him – and that 
he will become the head of the Reynolds 
Min. Co. 
     Have received a dozen more 
opinions from Gunnison & Brown 
& working hard to complete the 
syllabi, 2nd Alaska, Rep- 
-8th- 
The opposite teleg 
=raphic dispatch 
explains the activity 
of my enemies in 
Washington. 
Packed juries in 
Nome are equal to 
packed juries in the 
U.S. Senate & 
equally criminal- 
 
[newspaper clipping:] 
“PACKED TO DEFEAT 
 JUDGE WICKERSHAM 
WASHINGTON, D. C., Jan. 8.-(Spe- 
cial.) – Senators Nelson, Foraker and 
Pettus have been appointed a sub-com- 
mittee to report on the renomination of 
Judge Wickersham, of Alaska.  Apparent- 
ly the committee is packed against 
Wickersham, as Nelson and Pettus have 

been fighting for two years, and are 
more bitter against him than any other 
senators. 
     It is not now anticipated that judge 
Wickersham will be summoned here to 
face charges. 
     Nelson is aginst Wickersham for per- 
sonal or political reasons.  Pettus is ad- 
verse because of San Francisco contempt 
proceedings.” 
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 -9th- 
Sent telegram to McGinn this morning: 
“Who throwed that brick” and this 
evening received telegram from him saying 
“We have every hope of success.  No brick 
have been thrown.”  I do not understand 
the effect of yesterdays appointment of the 
subcommittee with Senator Nelson, Ch. 
and Senators Pettus & Foraker. = Two 
of the three are against me – a committee 
report against me without a blow struck 
It looks pretty near like defeat to me. 
     I learned yesterday, for the first 
time, that some time ago Debbie 
had made a will leaving her interest 
in our home and other property to 
Darrell – without acquainting me with 
her intention, or taking my advice about 
it. 
 -12th- 
This day made deed of our home 
on C. St. to Debbie – she is now the 
separate owner – it will go to Darrell 
if she should die before me! 
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 -13th- 
Ed Stier, clerk of my court 
came into Tacoma today – also 
Fairbanks mail.  I received 
the “Fairbanks News,” which gives 
me the details of the opposition to 
me three.  It is managed by Pratt, 
Miller, Claypool et. al.  The fight 
among the miners was carried on by 
Fields – the star witness in favor 
of the “Muck Discovery”, and the 
whole miners fight is based on 
the decision in the “Discovery” case 
where I quoted exactly and gave as 
the law the opinion of the Supreme 
Court in the case of Chrisman 
v Miller, 197 U.S. /o    . 
Forwarded papers to McGinn 
     Also sent telegram to McGinn 
asking him about the situation 
as I have heard nothing lately. 
 14th 
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Geo. Esterly in Seattle & “Oregon” in 
tomorrow – will go over - 

Diary 10, 1906 
january15 

 -15th- 
Nothing new from 
Washington except 
this & letters from 
Bars Johansen 
& McGinn.  They 
seem hopeful 
but Nelson as the 
Chairman of the 
Committee before 
which the matter 
is to be investigated 
angers McGinn. 
The most that Johan 
=sen hopes for from 
him is that he will 
be “nuetral” – a fine 
juryman!! 
I went over to Seattle – saw 
George Stevenson – had letter from Ankeny – O.K. 
Called on the Esterlys – the “Oregon” came in 
later & saw Brown & Spring  -both will 
go to Washington for me – earnestly. 
[newspaper clipping:] 
“WANTS WICKERSHAM 
     TO BE QUESTIONED 
 Senate Committee on Judi- 
  ciary to Ask for Judge’s 
 Appearance 
Post-Intelligencer News Bureau. 
  WASHINGTON, D.C., Jan. 14. –The  
senate committee on judiciary  has decid- 
ed to ask the attorney general to au- 
thorize Judge James Wickersham to 
come to Washington for the purpose of 
appearing before the committee.  Judge 
Wickersham has been in Tacoma some 
time on leave of absence from the Third 
judicial division in Alaska. 
     His nomination to succeed himself as 
judge will, in the opinion of well-in- 
formed senators, be confirmed by the 
senate, but it is the desire of some mem- 
bers of the judiciary committee that he 
answer certain questions. 
     Heretofore the charges against Judge 
Wickersham have been somewhat vague 
in character, and he would have been 
confirmed last winter had not Senator 
Nelson, who has opposed the judge ruth- 
lessly, persisted in the statement that 
Wickersham secretly opposed the Nelson 
bill for dividing the Third district. 
     Recently, however, new enemies of the 

judge who have lost suits in his court 
have charged that he owns property in 
Fairbanks occupied by a saloon and gam- 
bling house. 
     Fairbanks men here who are friends of 
Judge Wickersham say that he owns 
only the ground on which the building 
in question stands, and that the ground 
lease specified that the building should 
not be leased for a saloon or gambling 
purposes. WALTER E. CLARK” 
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 -16th- 
Letter from Barnette, - he has bought a 
fine farm near Lexington, Ky. - $60,000. 
also informs me that Reynolds, Gov. 
Bradys manager negotiated with him 
for conference with McKenzie, who propo 
=sed that if Lacy would support the 
division bill – Senator Nelson would 
support me!  Says that Lacey agreed & 
the matter was well underway when he 
wrote.  They first pack the jury by 
putting Nelson on, then sells his influ 
=ence out the back door : Jury packing 
& bribery in the effort to confirm a 
judge before the Judiciary Com. of the U.S. 
Senate!  We are getting well done with 
the 2nd Alaska – now working on the 
Index Digest.  Room 323, Fidelity 
Bld. Brown & Spring are coming 
over to Tacoma tomorrow- 
     Approved Steirs accounts as 
Clerk today.  Telegram from McGinn 
saying appt. of Nelson was under Senate 
rules & not a matter of favor. 

Diary 10, 1906 
january17 

 -17th- 
Recd. telegram signed by Barnette, 
Whitehead, Johansen & McGinn 
saying for me to apply to Atty. Genl. 
for leave to come to Washington, and 
come on at once.  No explanation. 
 -18th- 
Telegraphed Atty. Genl. as suggested 
- though with much reluctance - & 
this {last} evening received telegram from 
him saying:  “Unless you have been 
authoritatively informed by some member 
of the Senate committee on judiciary that 
your presence is desired the mere possib 
=ility that you may be called by such 
committee should not prevent you from 
going about your official business. 
Am informed that your presence has 
not been requested and that doubt exists 
as to your being called.  Leave of absence 
must therefore be refused.”  Moody, Atty Genl” 
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    Went out to reservation land today –  
Pd. clearers $160.00 also packing Alaska boxes, 
& working on 2nd Alaska – index digest. 

Diary 10, 1906 
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 -19th- 
Evidently McGinn & others “got busy” 
yesterday when I telegraphed him that 
Atty. Genl. refused permission to me 
to come to Washington, for today I 
got another telegram from him saying 
that it was now deemed desirable 
for me to appear before the Senate Jud. 
Com. and gave permission for me to do 
so.  I shall start tomorrow 
    Todays Washington dispatches in 
P.I- signed by Clarke, says that 
Nelson has formulated charges against 
me, the main one being that gambling is 
allowed in the Apple building in Fairbanks 
     Abe Spring came over to see me 
today – he will go to Washington 
soon on private business but said 
he would go to Washington if he could. 
Telegraphed asking leave for Jeffry 
to go with me- 
     We have finished the work on all 
material on hand for 2nd Alaska but 
Gunnison telegraphed that he had more opinions. 

Diary 10, 1906 
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 -20th- 
Shut up office, packed trunk &c 
2nd Alaska is ready so far as the 
material on hand allows it, but 
Judge Gunnison writes telegraphs 
me that he finds other opinions &c. 
Debbie remains at “Sands” – 
neither Jeffry nor Brown will go. 
Abe Spring goes via Portland. 
Started from Tacoma at 8:00 
p.m. for Washington 
 -21st- 
Spokane – country covered with 
snow – I am very much afraid 
that my trip is useless – Senator 
Nelson has “packed” the jury on me 
and it is a question of politics & 
not a “square deal” Ill get. 
     Passed Missoula, Mont. tonight 
 -22- 
Livingston, Mont. to Glendive. 
Sent 8 telegrams today from 
Billings, Mont. to.       
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James M. Griffin, Minneapolis 
& B. F. Millard, Chippewa Falls 
as follows: 
“James M. Griffin, Atty at Law 
“Minneapolis, Minn. 
“Meet me on Northern Pacific 

“overland tomorrow Minneapolis 
“Pullman sleeper.” 
and 
“B. F Millard, Chippewa Falls, Wis. 
“On Northern Pacific train going east 
“Can you meet me at St Paul twenty 
“third arrival train expenses paid. 
Hope to get Griffin to do some mission 
ary work with McLean, & Nelson & 
Millard to state truth about McKen 
=zies hearing & approving my state 
=ments about division bill, before 
H. Com. on Ter. two years ago. 
 -23- 
When awoke this morning found we 
were on side track at Tower City. 
N. Dak. - 25º below zero & a blizzard 
blowing – a west bound train is 
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stuck between us & the next station 
- now noon & no sign of moving – 
We cannot catch Chicago train out of 
St Paul tonight – Left Tower City 
at 2 oclock – Fargo for an hour 
or two thawing out water pipes &c. 
Left there at 5 p.m 
Bought a Fargo Forum. at 5 p.m. 
and cut out this foolish item –  
am afraid my fool friends or my 
astute enemies will make it hard 
=er for me by this means : I do not 
want to be Gov. of Alaska, & 
especially do not want the matter 
so used as to block my confirmation 
as judge – would rather have that 
than the office of Governor: 
[newspaper clipping:] 
“SEATTLE PEOPLE PLUG 
 FOR JUDGE WICKERSHAM 
Seattle, Jan. 23 – A petition has been 
sent to President Roosevelt by a num- 
ber of Alaskans  in the city asking that 
Judge James Wickersham of the United 
States district court of Alaska be ap- 
pointed governor of Alaska to succeed 
Governor Brady.” 
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 -24th- 
We reached St Paul last night at 
1:30 and I went to the Ryan & took a 
room.  Went over to Minneapolis 
today – Griffin is in California 
but went to the Club with McLain & 
explained situation regarding Senator 
Nelson to him – He wrote to Jerman, 
correspondent for Journal, also for 
Seattle Times, & I am to see him as 
soon as I reach Washington.  Called 
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on West Pub. Co.    Millard did not 
show up.  Wrote letter to Debbie 
Left for Chicago at 8:30 p.m- 
 -25- 
Arrived in Chicago at 9 a.m & 
left on the Penn. train at 11 a.m for 
Washington – went across town & 
spent the 2 hours in an old book 
store – wish I was rich enough 
to buy all the books I need. 
Across Indiana & Ohio today – no 
snow after we left Chicago 
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 -26- 
Arrived in Washington at 11. a.m 
met Johansen in Raleigh Hotel 
lobby – he says Barnette & Mc 
Ginn are both here, & Whitehead 
Did not ask him about prospects 
& he did not suggest anything – 
Bath, haircut &c. & clean clothes. 
    12 midnight.  I am up against 
the hardest fight of my life – with a 
packed subcommittee of the Senate 
Com. on Judiciary – Senator Nelson 
is making the most bitter & malicious 
personal fight on me – but thank 
Clark, Barnette, McGinn & others 
Senators Knox, Spooner, Patterson, 
Bailey & a number of the strongest 
men in the Senate are for me. 
 -27- 
Called on Senators Piles & Ankeny 
but neither in – Ankeny is sick in the 
Hospital.  Also called on Cushman, Jones 
& Humphrey - & invited them to dinner 
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with me at the Raleigh – we had the 
most pleasant diner party I have 
had for a long time – Gov. McGraw 
& Land Com. Ross, of Washington came 
in & sat with us, & smoked while we 
ate - & then all came up to my room 
& we smoked & talked of old times 
in Wash. Ter. & politics &c. 
     My inclination last night was 
to provoke and press the fight with 
Senator Nelson, who is my one strong 
and vigorous opponent – but Abe Spring 
McGraw & others – including Walter E. 
Clarke, oppose it.  Clarke has made 
an appointment for me to go out to 
Senator Knox’s house tomorrow 
(Sunday) morning at ten oclock to 
talk the matter over – Knox, as Attorney 
General, sent Judge Day to Alaska 
to examine my course there & is one 
of my strong friends.  I intend to act on 

his advice since he knows the traditions 
of the Senate and appreciates just 
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what effect any given act will be 
likely to have on the other Senators. 
Calle don Congressman Lacey of 
Iowa, also, - He & Cushman are 
relatives.  McGinn telegraphed 
for Birch, Dr. Whitehead & Mike 
Sullivan to come over from New York 
to be prepared for War or Peace or work 
on Monday.  Gov. McGraw & the 
Burleigh – McKenzie railroad people, 
are now up against my fight, and 
seeing that I have many strong sup 
=porters have begun to make earnest 
efforts to pull Nelson off.  McGraw 
told me at dinner tonight that he would 
go to Nelson on Monday – that McKenzie 
had already done so, hard, and 
that they believed that they could succeed 
in inducing him to assume a state 
of fairness at least.  The “Washington 
Post had a very nice notice of my 
arrival – it spoke very complimentarily 
of me & gave me a nice interview about 
Alaska – it was very satisfactory 
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 -28- 
By appointment I called on Senator 
Knox this (Sunday) morning at his residence 
- he advised me about the course I should 
pursue &c.  Then called on Senator Piles 
& walked down town with him.  He also 
advised me and will appear before the Com. 
and testify strongly for me and especially 
in the old blackmail Sadie Brantner case. 
As we got down town we met Senator Hem 
=enway of Indiana, who upon being 
introduced said promptly I am for you 
and to Senator Piles that he wished to be 
advised how he could aid me – 
Called later tonight & met Senator 
Money of La. who was equally friendly 
and advised how to meet Senator Pettus 
tomorrow.  Wrote to Debbie. 
Dinner tonight with Capt & Mrs.  
Barnette, - Johansen, Abe Spring and 
McGinn.  My chances for confirmation 
are even – not rosy but fair.  Senator 
Nelson is the one active opponent. 
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 -29th- 
A strenuous day!  Went with Dr. 
Whitehead & called on Senator Pettus 
and told him that all I wanted was a 
“square deal” – a copy of the charges & 
a chance to be heard.  He promised 
that I should have both.  The Judiciary 
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Com. met in an hour afterward and Senator 
Pettus proposed that I should have copies. 
Senator Knox urged it, Senator Money 
likewise & when Senator Nelson saw 
the drift he agreed to it – but I much 
fear that he will prevent it or at least 
so delay is as to seriously annoy us- 
My purpose, as suggested to Senator 
Pettus, is to prepare an answer to each 
charge in writing & back it up by the 
affidavits of my witnesses, certified copies 
of records, &c. & then give each member of 
the Judiciary Com. a copy.  I want publicity. 
     While I was at breakfast this morning 
Geo. K. French, whom I knew at Eagle City 
as Chief of scouts for Col. Ray, and later 
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as a lawyer, came into the dining 
room and said to me, “Judge McKenzie 
“(D. A. of Coldfoot)” is out at the desk, dont 
you want to see him – thought I would 
step in and tell you”.  I answered, “No 
I dont want to see him.”  French went 
out and in about two minutes McKenzie 
came in, walked up to me and said 
“How do you do, Judge” and held out 
his hand.  I squared off and looked 
at him for a moment and then said: “No, 
“I dont care to have anything to do with 
you McKenzie.  I never did anything 
or said anything about you except in the 
most friendly way – I was your friend & 
stood by you when you needed friends 
as badly as I do now, and you betrayed 
me without excuse.  I donot want any 
thing to do with you.” – and went on 
with my breakfast.  He remarked some 
thing about not looking at things that 
way and walked off- I want some 
self respect left when this matter is ended. 
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Met Senator Baily again & he is in a 
fighting mood – he denounces Nelson 
viciously, as does Senator Money & 
Knox.  Sent long telegram to 
Walter Christian to get statement 
from A. Reeves Ayres, and Doolittle 
saying that Sadie Brantner had 
admitted perjury in the old scandal 
case.  “Bill” Jones, Pres. Tacoma 
Cham. of Com. & John A. Parker are in 
the city.  Met Senator Clark of 
Wyoming – he is Ch. of the Senate Jud. 
Com. & a strong friend of mine. 
 -30- 
Called on Senators Dillingham 
& Carter – also Ankeny – the later 
is friendly, & I think will be all right 

Have not received copy of charges 
but am today informed that I will 
not be given copies of the charges 
but only the sum or substance 
thereof – without names, details 
or facts, - and formulated by 
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Senator Nelson who spends all the 
time devoted to conversations about me 
in damning me.  Intend to appeal 
to the committee for a full copy of the 
charges, and fight like hell if I 
dont get them.  I cannot believe 
that the bar of the east has so degen 
=erated that the Judiciary Com. of the 
United States Senate will try a judge 
on confirmation upon anonymous 
and secret charges, - even if the Com. 
should so declare I will deny that the 
lawyers of the west are such contemptible 
cowards.  They keep saying to me: 
“Sh – you must’nt say anything – you’ll 
shock senatorial courtesy” – but from  
the way Bailey and other senators call 
Nelson a Swede son of a bitch, & 
the like, I think Senatorial courtesy 
ought to stand a modest but firm 
demand for a fair hearing in public 
of the charges against one whom the 
President of the United States has first 
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fully investigated, and then reappointed 
four times.  And by God they must 
give me that kind of a hearing - & 
then they can do as they please 
about their verdict. 
     Received copy of substance of the 
charges formulated by Nelson & am 
surprised and made that he is so unfair 
& unjust in the matter.  Went out to 
see Senator Piles, he will try to get me 
copy of the original charges. 
 -31- 
Carefully studying charges and 
have about concluded to answer 
them in writing – Think will begin 
to do so in the morning.  It seems 
impossible to secure any thing 
else. 
 -February 1st- 
Have been at work gathering the 
records, and all afternoon and 
tonight in writing answer.  Will 
have it printed.  Called on Judge 

Diary 10, 1906 
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-Senator Turner, tonight at the 
New Willard – he proffered to do 
what he could to help me and 
characterized the charges against 

- 8 - 



Alaska State Library – Historical Collections   Diary of James Wickersham 
MS 107 Diary 10            Dec. 4, 1905 Through June 22, 1906. 

me as an outrage. 
 -3rd- 
Went up to call on Acting Atty Genl. 
Hoyt, about Valdez term – he said to 
do as my judgment suggested so I 
let the term go over.  Worked all 
day on “Answer”.  Marsh, whom 
Sulzer wants me to appoint as Com. 
in the Arctic precinct came to see me 
- I dont care for him – but will appoint 
him since he is going in to open up 
a wholly unexplored country. 
    Had a very sick spell tonight 
- nausea – vomiting - &c. 
 -4th- 
Steve. Birch came over last night 
He is greatly elated over getting his 
Bonanza mines railroad from Valdez 
into shape & it now seems a success. 
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Johanson & Abe Spring went over 
to New York yesterday – will come 
back Monday – working on my 
“Answer”, and will do nothing until 
that is done, - then intend to push 
the matter to a final conclusion. 
 -5- 
Working day and night on “Answer.” 
John Hughes of Fairbanks here. 
In friend of Flint, of California & 
also of Arkansas senators. 
 -6- 
Did not go out of hotel until 
11 oclock tonight – working continuously 
on my Answer – and have it just about 
done – an hour in the morning. 
Barnette tells me that an Indiana 
friend of his who took dinner with 
the Fairbanks said that Mrs. F  
asked if I was in town & why I did 
not call – and invited Barnettes & 
me to call tomorrow.  Nothing new. 
Six days hard work – day & night. 

Diary 10, 1906 
february07 

 -7- 
Worked all day with McGinn 
on the law involved in the case of 
Nelson & Hensley v Meehan & Larson 
which is one of the charges – and 
finished it this afternoon, but 
it will not be received from the 
printer before tomorrow.  I am 
satisfied with my work. 
Called with a Mr. Keeling of  
Indiana and Capt & Mrs Barnette 
on Mrs. Fairbanks – reception. 
She treated me very nicely and 
asked me to come & take dinner 

with them soon & to come to 
their house and stay while in 
Washington – but I excused 
myself from the latter but promised 
to take dinner with them soon. 
     Took dinner tonight with Mr. 
A. C. Frost, Pres. Alaska Cent. Ry Co. 
at New Willard – present also Barnette, 
Spring, Major Richardson, Dick Ryan, 
Johanson, Hughes, and McGinn. 
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 -8th- 
Did not get printed “Answers” today 
on account of printers slow work. 
Breakfast with Mr. Frost of Alaska 
Cent. Ry & Mr. Delevan Smith, the 
owner of the Indianapolis News. 
Then went up and was introduced 
to Senator Spooner.  After dinner 
tonight received telephone call to 
come out and smoke a cigar with 
Mr. Sam. Hill, son-in-law of Mr. J. J 
Hill, the great railroad man.  He is 
an entertaining talker and interested 
me – but when I went to talk he 
looked bored – so I came home. 
 -9th- 
I feel that a great load is thrown 
from my shoulders since today we 
received the “Answers to the Charges” 
against my confirmation – and filed 
the original verified copies with the 
Committee and also with it filed the 
bound volume of “Exhibits – 31 in No. 
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McGinn & Barnette went with copies 
for Senators and Johanson filed 
the official copies.  I gave the 
newspaper boys copies and also 
Judge Turner, who is at the New 
Willard and very friendly and also to 
McGraw and Burleigh.  Things 
look pretty good – more satisfactory 
than formerly – and I hope for a 
favorable ending – but the opposition 
is strong and led by the worst old 
Apache on the reservation – Senator 
Nelson of Minnesota. 
     I am entirely satisfied with my 
“Answer” – I brought out my personal 
“skeletons” – set them up in the high 
=way and exposed them to the light of 
day – a humiliating thing to do, but 
I did not shield myself in any respect 
- just did what Mr. Cleveland did 
when they accused him – he said to his 
friends – “tell the truth about it,” and 
thats just what I did – at length- 
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I think we will try and get the Senators 
from Wash. Or. and Cal. to go to 
Nelson and ask him to quit. 
     Walter E. Clarke undertook to 
deliver copies of my answer to Senators 
Knox and Spooner at their houses. 
Sent copies to Judge Day & to 
Steve Birch, New. York to the News, 
Fairbanks & to others – also to Debbie 
 -10- 
Nothing much doing today – except 
that Johanson went up to see Senator 
Nelson & found Nye there consulting. 
It seems that while I can not have 
a sight of the charges against me that 
Nye & those who are fighting me can 
have fullest access to them Nelson 
had evidently sent for Nye to come & 
help him to support the charges –  
but my judgment now is that we will 
lick them even with all Nelsons unfair 
=ness & damned Norwegian Crookedness. 
A new feature has come into it now - 
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W. W. Archer, who used to practice 
law in Tacoma & was a great friend of 
Ben Sheeks, is now one of the attorneys 
for the Beef Trust in Chicago & Hughes 
met him & told him about the fight - & 
through Archer and his friends one Col. 
Felder, attorney, is now here pushing 
hard to help my along.  He says that 
Bacon of Geo. of Culberson of Tex 
will be all right – if so that will 
probably give us the Judiciary Comt. 
Judge (Senator Turner) of Spokane, 
is also busy at work with the Democratic 
Senators – he is well liked by them & 
can do much good. 
     Called with Walter E. Clarke to pay 
my respects to M. D. Purdy, Asst. Atty. 
Genl. – while there he told us that my telegram 
for leave to come to Washington to answer 
charges had been referred to him – that he 
called up Senator Nelson by telephone 
who told him I was not needed here &c 
& that he so telegraphed me!! 
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 -11th- 
Sunday and a beautiful day. 
Went out to visit Congressional Library 
but too early & did not get in.  Called on 
Judge Turner at New Willard – Ashton, 
Bill. Jones, H. C. Wallace, Gov. McGraw 
there. 
     Captain & Mrs. Barnette and I have 
been invited to dinner with Vice President 
& Mrs. Fairbanks this evening at 8 oclock 

- I am sorry that I have’nt a dress suit 
but I intend to go with Prince Albert coat. 
I enjoyed my call the other day, and went 
to the capitol yesterday to call on Mr. Fair 
=banks, but failed to find him in. 
     Was entertained with Capt & Mrs 
B  at the most elegant dinner I ever 
attended. 
 
    [table setting transcribed vertically:] 
 Vice Pres Fairbanks 
Mrs B.        Mrs. Patterson   
I.          Table. Chicago Tribune  
Mrs. Carey   Miss Carey 
Capt. B.   Ex speaker Keifer, of Ohio 
 Mrs. Fairbanks 
 
After dinner we retired – the ladies to the 
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parlor the gentlemen to the library 
to smoke.  Had pleasant and instructive 
talk with Ex-speaker Keifer about his 
experiences as one of the generals in our 
army in Cuba, - the yellow fever plague 
and how it was fostered and spread by 
the musquito – and then about Alaska. 
Vice Pres. Fairbanks and Capt B – talked 
Alaska, and often I was included- 
on the side I heard Capt B – giving the 
Vice President some of my difficulties 
with Senator Nelson.  We then returned 
to the Parlor – Vice President and Mr. Keifer 
- who is an old man – white haired and 
patriarchal talked of Lincoln – and 
McKinley – comparing them and yet 
pointing out their differences.  We 
spent a most pleasant hour – also 
looked at more photos of Alaska &  
the Bs – gave Mrs. Fairbanks the first 
large nugget of gold – probably ${1}30.00 
from Cleary Creek – It was an 
hour long to be treasured. 
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 -12- 
Went up to the Capitol today & called 
in the Vice Presidents room – he was not 
in but Edward Everett Hale was, and 
being introduced to him by Sargeant at 
Arms of the Senate.  Col. Ransdell, 
whom I met in 1903 at Rampart. 
I had a good long talk with him. 
Mr. Hale is old, and hairy and full 
of vigor and talk of future work. 
He inquired about a bevy of young 
women that the Emigrant Aid. Soc. 
sent out from Mass. in 1866, under 
charge of Asa Mercer – from Seattle. 
I think = told him to write to Edwin 
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Ealls about the matter – Mrs Barlow 
was one of the crowd – He also told 
me that his “great novel”, yet in the 
inkstand, was to be located in Alaska. 
We talked of Alaska for some time 
- the Vice President came in – and 
after the most cordial greeting I gave 
him a copy of my Answer to Charges 

Diary 10, 1906 
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- and in the most polished and friendly 
way he thrust it in his drawer saying 
“No answer is necessary for me, Judge 
Wickersham.  You have made a fine 
record as judge in Alaska and I do 
not even care to hear your answer – 
I know the charges cannot be true.” 
     If I am confirmed I shall try to 
live up to that confidence. 
     After I returned from the Capitol 
McGinn informed me that Alex. Mc 
Kenzie and he and Sullivan had had 
a long consultation last night – 
that he told McKenzie how he (McGinn) 
and I had prevented the Grand Jury 
from indicting both Judge Noyes 
& McKenzie at Nome in 1901, at 
the instigation of Fink & McGinn 
gave him proof of Fink & Richards 
joint efforts and crookedness – He 
says that McKenzie was surprised & 
declared that he would support my 
confirmation – since he dislikes 
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Senator Nelson any way.  It seems 
that the withdrawal of the McKenzie 
fight will leave Nelson about alone with 
such Senators as he can induce to 
go with him & such as are misled by 
the vague charges & hidden evidence. 
     Col(?) Perkins, who thinks he ought 
to be governor of Alaska, came around 
to see me, but I positively will not become 
involved in that fight. 
 -13- 
Went with McGinn & Hughes to call 
on Senator Nelson this morning to demand 
a hearing before the SubCommittee – We all 
expected him to act rough and brutal – but 
instead, when he saw me in his office he 
came across the full width of the room & 
shook hands with as much apparent 
pleasure as if I were his long lost brother. 
My friends were both surprised and amused 
at his meekness – but we realize that the 
most dangerous man is the coward & 
bully combined : We find it impossible 

Diary 10, 1906 
february13b 

to secure a prompt hearing on account 
of Senator Foraker, who is so busy on 

Committees that he cant spare the time 
till some time next week.  Senator Piles 
introduced me to Senator Foraker who 
treated me with apparent friendliness & 
expressed an intention to read my Answer 
& understand it carefully &c.  Hughes 
goes home tonight and Barnette is 
threatening to go – it looks as if they will 
all be obliged to go soon to be able to get 
in to Fairbanks before the ice breaks up –  
otherwise to wait till June. 
     Frost and Poland of the Alaska Central 
are here & will work for me also – and now 
that McKenzie has quit things look more 
favorable.  Spent quite a part of the 
afternoon at the Department of Justice 
assisting in closing up our old bills & in 
urging a new jail for Fairbanks. 
Met Senators Gearin, Oregon, Flint of 
Cal. and Clarke of Ark. today – all 
friendly – Gearin especially so. 
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 -14- 
Was introduced to Senator Beveridge 
by A. C. Frost of the Alaska Central Ry. 
     Bought a lot of rare histories &c. from 
Lowdermilk & Co. today.  Walter E. Clarke 
to dinner with me – tells me that Governor 
Bradys resignation was filed today 
with the President. 
     Barnette left for home tonight 
- We cannot get a hearing for a week 
and he would not – could not wait 
longer.  One is almost obliged to catch 
the March 1. steamer from Seattle to be 
sure of getting in to Fairbanks over 
the ice.  Abe Spring Also left and 
that leaves McGinn and me alone –  
but I dont fear the result – if they will be 
fair.  Senator Bailey & others say that 
there will be no doubt of the result –  
Wrote a letter to Debbie : also another 
to Alexander, Sub Com. on Ter. in House 
in favor of division of the District. 
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 -15- 
Nothing doing – spent most of 
the day in Lowdermilks Old Book 
Store buying history & Ethnology 
of the Northwest Coast. 
 -16- 
Went up and called on Senator Baily 
- he asked me to come to the Senate Member 
room at 1 oclock – I did but Senate 
had adjourned until Monday.  We  
met Senator Gearin of Oregon & he 
and Senator Bailey discussed Senator 
Nelsons fight on me – they united in 
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denouncing it as – to use their own 
language – “a dam{n}ed outrage” 
I also called on Senator Ankeny 
& informed him that I would now 
approve the pardon of Charlie Hubbard 
whom I sentenced at Circle in 1900 
for 15 years for killing his man at 
Ft. Yukon.  Senator Ankeny has 
been trying for three or four years to get 
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Hubbard pardoned but so far 
without success owing to my refusal 
to recommend it. I also went to the 
Dept. of Justice – to the Asst. Atty. Genl. 
in charge of pardons & recommended 
the pardon or commutation of the 
sentences of both Hubbard and J. 
Notti, whom I sentenced at Fairbanks 
this last summer for 2 years for assault 
with intent to kill – a fellow who jumped  
his mining claim. 
     This afternoon the Vice President 
called me up on the telephone and invited 
me to dinner – the second time, and 
I accepted.   Luckily I had ordered 
a new dress suit this week and it 
was just done – so I looked in 
conventional shape – and I was 
glad of it, for it was the most beautiful 
scene of my life.  There were 32 
people at the table – the Vice President 
sat on one side of the table in the 
center – and just opposite him 
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on the other side sat Mrs. Fairbanks 
On the Vice Presidents right, Mrs. Nellie 
Grant Sartoris, and on his left Mrs. 
Senator Clay – On Mrs Fairbanks 
right Senator Clay and a Senator 
on her left whose name I did not 
hear.  The second gentleman from 
Mrs. Fairbanks right was Mr. James 
A Garfield, the son of the President 
Garfield whom Guiteau assassinated. 
I had the honor to sit with Mrs. Tim 
=mons, Mrs. Fairbanks daughter & the 
wife of Lt. Timmons, U.S.N. – a 
most pleasant and beautiful woman. 
The great dining room was fairly 
gorgeous in its appointments – 
flowers, lights – beautiful silver & 
tableware – handsome men & 
beautiful women – dressed in the 
height of fashion – it was the 
most beautiful function I ever 
attended & I thoroughly enjoyed 
the evening!! 

Diary 10, 1906  -17- 

february17and18a A great day for the social side of 
Washington – Miss Alice Roosevelt 
the eldest daughter of the President 
was married at noon to Mr. Nicholas 
Longworth, member of Congress from 
Cincinnatti Ohio.  A thousand 
guests are invited – and ten thousand 
are not – but the area around the 
White House is filled – and great 
interest is felt by everyone. 
     Beautiful day – nothing done 
in my matter. 
 -18th- Sunday 
Recd. nice encouraging letter from 
Steve Birch, 45 Broadway, N.Y. 
He is laid up with attack of soreness 
in nasal passages – but he and his 
friends are at work in my aid. 
Wrote to him, also to Debbie. 
Sent Debbie copy of Post, with 
description of wedding, dresses &c. 
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Dr. Whitehead came back from New 
York last night & I took long walk 
out to Rock Creek with him & we 
discussed Governorship of Alaska. 
Dick Ryan, Perkins and Charles Herron 
have worked out a job – they sent for 
Ivey – and Alex McKenzie got him 
received at the White House – ostensibly 
to talk about coal land laws in Alaska 
- but really to put before the President 
the charge that Jarvis , Hoggatt and 
Clum were all anti Roosevelt two 
years ago and sought really to bring 
the delegates from Alaska in for 
Hanna!  He succeeded in getting 
the President to listen, and he 
actually believed the story – which 
is a lie out of whole cloth.  I 
explained the matter to Whitehead 
who is going out to clear it up & to 
expose the fraud to the President. 
I am now satisfied that the President 
is opposed to Fairbanks for 1908 - 
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 -19- 
Assisted Cushman with his report 
in favor of his Alaska Delegate Bill. 
Was given written notice by Senator 
Nelson clerk today that the Sub- 
Com. would hear my testimony 
tomorrow morning at 10:30 at the 
rooms of the Senate Judiciary Committee. 
     At suggestion of Senator Bailey 
I called on him in the marble room at 
3 p.m. and he introduced me to Senator 
Bacon of Georgia who talked to me 
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squarely and entirely friendly – he 
said that he was glad to meet me – that 
he always wanted to see the man, rather 
than to hear the political stories 
against him &c. and that Senator Knox 
had already talked to him about me. 
My judgment is that he is entirely 
friendly.  McGinn received word 
that the first of the appeal cases from my 
last Fairbanks term to be decided by the 
Ct. Ct. of App. was affirmed. 
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 -20- 
Met with Sub. Com- of Judiciary Comt. 
in the Senate Judiciary room at 10:30 
present, Nelson, Chairman, Pettus 
and Foraker.  I testified for nearly 
two hours in support of my printed 
Answer:  Think that Pettus and 
Foraker are with me, but Nelson is as 
virulent and poisonous as a 
rattlesnake – but he cant look a 
man in the eye, and when once I went 
after him and commanded him to 
finish a half completed reading he 
submitted like a true Norwegian peasant, 
that he is.  The hearing was adjourned 
in an indefinite way – and I 
dont know what further will be done- 
but I still think Foraker and Pettus 
will vote for me, - if their questions 
and suggestions are any indication 
of the bent of their mind. 
    Have a new dress suit. 
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The Alaska governorship is now in 
a queer tangle – Brady has resigned 
the President has offered it to Jarvis, 
and Jarvis wants it but finds trouble 
to get out of his business arrangements 
with the N.W. Com. Co. who want him to 
continue with them.  In the meantime 
Perkins, Ryan & Co. and their grafting 
“Knockers” are slandering Jarvis. 
Hoggatt and Clum, who and through 
Ivey are assuring the President that 
Perkins is the only Roosevelt man in 
Alaska!  God, how theives do cloak 
themselves in virtues garb and strut 
the political highway  - looking for 
pockets to pick.  Perkins is a 
bargain counter politician and 
his appointment would be a calamity. 
 -21- 
Went up to the capitol and called on 
Senator Foraker, and asked to have the 
further hearing set at once – as my witnesses 
must go to Alaska.  He said that he did 
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not think any further hearing necessary – 
that he was now satisfied and expressed a 
strong and complimentary opinion as to 
my qualities as a judge, and said that I 
ought to be confirmed at once.  He was so 
cordial and friendly that I felt greatly 
relieved and pleased.  He suggested that I 
remain here, but that my witnesses (McGinn 
& Spring) go home after making their affidavits. 
     I am greatly pleased with his statements 
and now regard him as one of my strongest 
supporters.  He told me that Nelson had 
given him an argument upon the law that 
against my opinion and action in setting 
aside the judgment in Nelson v Meehan. 
     Then went over to see Senator Bailey 
who told me that he had talked with Senator 
Foraker since the hearing yesterday & that 
Foraker had told him that he (Foraker) said 
to Nelson “I am greatly impressed with 
the strength and character of Judge W  
and his statement to us”, &c. and that 
Nelson replied that he was to! The 
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old liar!  Showed Baily Nelsons 
letter to me of Nov 1904. to convince 
him that Nelson was only continuing 
a long time fight, also telegrams & 
story that Nelson told Atty. Genl. in Jan. 
that he did not want me to come to 
Washington – and that it was an attempt 
on Nelson part to even prevent my having 
a hearing or notice of any kind. 
Bailey denounced his unfair methods 
and has started an investigation upon 
his own responsibility to ascertain just 
what Nelson has done – and will fight 
him in the open Senate, and will also 
give information to the members of the 
Judiciary Committee. 
    Am going with Statler, Senator 
Ankenys, Sec. to see the Atty. Genl. this 
afternoon and recommend the 
commutation of the sentence of 
Hubbard, sentenced at Circle in 1900 
for killing McNamara at Ft Yukon 
- also Notti, from Fairbanks. 
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Recommended commutation of 
sentence of both Hubbard & Notti. 
Also telegraphed Harlan to 
telegraph in his endorsment for 
Notti.  Had McGinn telegraph 
to M. L. Sullivan, to see Boone 
- at Fairbanks, Alaska – and send 
us true name of Manley – also 
crime & locality from which he is 
a fugitive – & I intend to crucify 
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both him and Nye – intend to 
connect them with Nelson & then 
expose their character & animus. 
Abe Spring went to see Loeb, the 
Presidents Secretary & got him to 
work to induce Senate to act in 
my matter promptly.  Loeb teleph 
=oned to Major Lacey (M. C. of Iowa) 
that “we” meaning the President, were 
for Wickersham & wanted him 
confirmed – Think now I will 
be confirmed soon – still – 
well, I wont quit till its done 
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 -22- 
Called on Senators Perkins, of California 
Fulton of Oregon & others – who are friendly. 
Also on Nelson who gave me a copy 
of his printed Brief on the law in 
the case of Nelson & Hensley v Meehan 
& Larson.  It is a curiosity – it overrules 
the case of Holton v Davis. 108. Fed. 
1138. decided by the Circuit Ct. of Appeals. 
for the 9th Ct. in which Alaska is – and 
is the appellate court whose decisions 
I must follow.  Heard from Fairbanks 
tonight from telegram sent last night 
to M. L. Sullivan about Manley – his 
name in Texas was Hilliard Knowles 
& he is a fugitive from justice &c. & Nye 
represents him.  Nyes affidavits are 
on file – Witte – Manleys partner, 
has a letter on file also.  My oral 
testimony before Sub Comt. is to be printed 
& I am trying to get them to print my Answer 
again with it – Think it will be done 
tomorrow- 
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 -23- 
McGinn goes home tonight 
His testimony & Springs taken 
by written affidavit.  Telegrams 
from Fairbanks today saying 
that Manley had wired money 
& request that telegrams be sent 
from there to Foraker protesting 
against my confirmation – also 
that Carr is securing a petition 
for his appointment as judge. 
I will not believe that until I 
get more accurate information 
My telegram from Henderson. 
     Am busy preparing a reply 
to Senator Nelsons printed brief 
against me – also to Nye & 
Manleys influence & affidavits. 
 -24th- 
McGinn went home last night 

More telegrams from Fairbanks 
in my favor – Foraker is the one 
whom they are attempting to reach 
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The Washington Post has a fine 
notice of me this morning – it 
gave me a good reputation for 
work in Alaska – for travel, mountain 
climbing, hunting & general pioneer 
work.  Arthur Leith, of Allyn  
of years ago called – he is working 
in the Govt. Printing Office. 
A Mrs. Eppinger called me up –  
says she used to go to school to 
Nan, in Tacoma & asked me to 
call – Monday at 2 oclock. 
 -25- 
Beautiful Sunday- 
Falcon Joslyn & Parsons of 
Wash & Alaska Bank, Fairbanks 
in town – they went to see Foraker 
- found him all right – but they are 
not so sure of Pettus. 
The Lelands, of Nome are here. 
He went to see Senator Perkins 
of Cal. who is also all right. 
Tonight – John L. Wilson 
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reached the city from Belgium –  
he wlil go to work for me tomorrow – 
Foraker thinks nothing can be 
done within 10 days. 
 -26- 
Went up to Senator Nelsons room 
in the Capitol at 10. a.m to file some 
additional papers & found him 
and Roy v. Nye side by side with 
the papers in my matter spread out – 
filed my papers & turned to go when 
he informed me that he had just 
received another affidavit & he 
stated the substance of it – that the 
affiant had seen me on more than 
one occasion in the California 
Saloon, in Fairbanks, while gambling 
was going on there.  I asked him 
who made the affidavit.  He answered 
that it was not Nye, but said he 
would not give me the name.  I said 
that the person was a liar and a perjur 
=er, whoever he was & left. 
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Joslyn & Parsons working today 
- go to New York tonight.  Leland 
saw Senator Perkins, Cal. who is 
now earnest, - with his coat off – 
Wilson – John L. also saw Clark. 
Ch. Jud. Com. Senate – he is all right. 
Recd. telegram from M. L. Sullivan 
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Fairbanks, tonight, saying that Carr, 
Dodge & Boarman have formed combin 
=ation – Carr. for judge, Dodge for com 
=missioner & Boarman for clerk –  
Will not believe that Carr is treacherous! 
 -27- 
Spent day in my room working on my 
“Reply to Senator Nelsons Brief & to 
Mr. R. v. Nyes brief and affidavit.” 
     Snow storm and bad weather. 
Nothing new – except that Smith, the 
“Post” hotel man who wrote me up three 
days ago called, and I think he expected 
me to pay him a fee for it – but as I 
could not quite tell did not offer him 
anything – he will probably come back 
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Recd. telegram tonight after theatre 
from Abe Spring saying that Manley 
got on his train at Harrisburg {Pa.} for 
Seattle – before the theatre I am almost 
sure I saw Mrs. Rice – Manleys 
partners wife pass through the hotel. 
Spring said in his telegram that Manley 
said he had just come from Florida 
- I think he and Mrs. Rice have been 
laying up somewhere - & that she is 
now looking for me. She is a 
natural born whore, & Manley 
would be fool enough to divide with 
her – a fine outfit to be fighting 
one – a fugitive from justice & 
a prostitute. 
 -28- 
Working on my reply to Nelsons 
brief – it seems that Manley 
& his friends stirred up quite a 
row in Fairbanks & that my 
friends are sending as many 
telegrams as my enemies. 
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 -March 1.- 
Finished writing My “Reply to 
Senator Nelsons Brief, & to Mr. 
Nyes Brief and Affidavits.” 
     Mrs. Ettinger telephoned 
for me to come out & visit her again 
tonight – Lord, but she is cold – 
a frozen potato - & she wants to 
talk about “consciousness after 
death” and other cheerful topics 
in that class – Excuse me!  she 
ought to move to Boston. 
 Mch. 2. 
Finished printing Reply to Senator Nelsons 
Brief.  Turner tells me that Senator Pettus 
is still doubtful because he thinks I 
committed error in vacating the Nelson 

judgment.  I have taken the 31st Oregon 
from the library & hope to assist him to 
distinguish between Banks v Wilson 1. Alaska 
241. and Nelson v Meehan, by comparing 
with the first Alexander v Ling, & with the 
latter Thompson v Connell.  Its Hell 
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that the Judiciary Com. of the United States 
Senate should refuse to confirm a judge 
for an error – since the U.S. Sup. Ct. often 
stands 4 to 5 – and reverses itself even, 
it would follow that they ought to be discip 
lined – anyway – Recd. letter from 
Spring at St Paul saying Manley was 
with him & lying clumsily about fighting 
me.  They must think we are dumb. 
 -Mch 3rd- 
I  called on Senator Pettus of 
Alabama today and went over 
the points of law raised against 
one by Senator Nelson in his 
brief.  I did the same thing 
last night with Ex Senator 
Turner of Washington, who 
wrote a letter of Pettus asking 
him to let me explain to him. 
He treated me very nice & listened 
carefully & seemed to agree with 
me.  He agreed to read my Reply 
to Senator Nelsons Brief, & 

Diary 10, 1906 
march03band04a 

I left him with a feeling that 
I accomplished the object of 
my visit – but he is careful 
not to commit himself. 
     Capt Jarvis reached Wash 
=ington today – he is now with 
the President who has offered to 
appoint him Governor of Alaska. 
- think Jarvis will refuse it, but 
I hope not. 
 -4th- 
This morning I wrote personal 
letters to all the members of the 
Senate Committee on Judiciary 
asking them to read my Reply 
Brief to Nelsons 10 pages printed 
Brief against me &c. and sent 
them copies each.  Jarvis & 
Walter E. Clarke took lunch 
with me – Jarvis complimented 
me highly on the “Answer to Charges.” 
he was greatly pleased with it 
& said many comforting things. 
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After lunch went out to see 
Senator Piles who also complimented 
me highly on my Reply Brief to 
Nelsons Brief & said that 
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both on the law and on the facts 
I completely overcome him – 
but I knew that.  Piles is 
getting ready to fight Nelson 
on the floor of the Senate & I 
think will have ample assistance. 
     While at lunch Jarvis told 
me about his interview with the 
President yesterday – The President 
offered him the Governorship & 
Jarvis refused – on business grounds 
to accept it.  The President 
asked him to recommend one 
of the candidates – Hoggatt, 
Perkins or Clum - & Jarvis 
recommended Hoggatt – and 
put Clum & Perkins last & on 
a level.  Walter Clarke then 
informed us that in the meantime 
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the President had concluded to appoint 
Clum.  I expressed dissatisfaction 
at that appointment and so did Jarvis. 
We agreed that Clum is incompetent –  
a weak man – though a good fellow – 
and I urged Jarvis to put the matter 
again to the President.  He hesitates 
since the President gave him the opportu 
=nity to do that quite fairly and he did 
not urge it, but he is greatly exercised 
in his mind about it.  Clum is a 
good man – and so far has a good 
reputation, but he is weaker than 
Brady - & no more competent. 
     Clarke also told me that Justice 
Brown of the Supreme Court had called 
to see the President in the forenoon of 
yesterday – that he is just past 70 
years of age – and that Senator Knox 
called in the afternoon by request. 
The intimation is that Judge Brown 
will resign soon and that Knox 
may have the place if he wants it. 
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 -Mch 5th.- 
R. N. Stevens, Ex Commissioner whom 
I removed at Nome in 1901, and who 
was the brains of the Noyes-McKenzie 
ring, is in Washington.  He will hit 
me a lick if he can. 
     Judiciary Committee did nothing 
today but it is understood that before 
a week the matter will be closed up. 
Steve Birch came over from New York 
last night & took breakfast with me 
this morning.  He urges me to go over to 
New York and remain a few days as 
his & Mr. Ralphs friend, and I am 

going.  He also suggests that personally 
he hopes I wont be confirmed as then 
they can employ me as the attorney 
for their Copper River Ry & mining schemes. 
Since talking to him I am not so anxious 
since I am sure I can do much better 
as lawyer than as judge 
Telegrams from Fairbanks from 
Sullivan & Attorneys denying 
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that Sullivan said at Bar meeting 
that I would have revenge & explaining 
the situation – also one late tonight 
from Birch asking me to come to 
New York - & I will go on the 12:30 
Pennsylvania train. 
 -6th- 
Came over to New York arriving 
at Waldorf Astoria at 8. a.m. 
Called on Brumbaughs at Herald 
Square Hotel – at Ralphs office 
at 45 Broadway – met Ralph 
Arthur.  Birch & took lunch with 
them and Turner at Delmonicos 
After lunch Birch & I called 
at the Morgan bank – met 
Mr. W. P. Hamilton, soninlaw of 
J. P. Morgan:  Mr. J. P. Morgan, Jr. 
and Mr. Charles Steele, partner. 
Later we called & met Mr. Edward 
Brush, Sec. Am. Sugar & Refining Co. 
Mr. Newhouse, of that co. in charge 
of Smelters, - we talked about 
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the Smelter at Tacoma and Rust 
whom we all agreed was a good man. 
In the afternoon I called on Judge 
Day, and spent an hour talking 
about his trip to Alaska &c & I 
then went with him via the Under 
ground – a Subway back to 33rd 
St. – my first ride on the Subway. 
     This evening went to the theatre 
with Mr. Ralph & Judge Brundage. 
- Brundage defended J. C. Haines 
- lawyer from Seattle, years ago 
when he was prosecutor in New York 
for complicity in the Smuggling cases. 
Recd. telephone message tonight 
from Carruthers saying that Foraker 
told him that Pettus is against me. 
 I am very much disappointed at that 
for I thought he was convinced – but 
Carruthers said they were also trying 
now to get Foraker away by saying 
that if I am confirmed it means a 
Fairbanks delegation from Alaska! 

Diary 10, 1906 Was amused while in the great 
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Morgan bank – the only bit of 
business I heard transacted 
was when a clerk presented to 
Mr. Hamilton a bill for a mastadon 
- for the Morgan museum, but the 
idea that the greatest bank in 
American should be buying a 
mastadon – was funny- 
 -7th- 
Called on the Brumbaughs & 
went down town awhile.  Dinner 
at Waldorf Astoria with Mr 
Ralph – Judge Day & Mr. Turner 
Went to the Hippodrome – the 
greatest specutacular play 
house in America. 
 -8th- 
From New York to Washington 
Nothing new, except Naval Orders 
say that Darrell is an Ensign. 
Governorship of Alaska still 
in the air – has been offered to 
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Walter E. Clarke, correspondent 
of Seattle P-I. but he refused it. 
 -9th- 
Called on Pettus again this morning 
and showed him Nelsons letters 
to me, &c.  Also saw Piles who saw 
him yesterday – Piles says he 
is against me – and I now think 
so   I am greatly discouraged 
and tired of the struggle & feel 
like resigning & going home. 
Have today telegraphed to Judge 
Day to come over – when he comes 
I intend to consult with him 
seriously upon the subject & 
do something. 
 -Mch. 10th- 
W. B. Hoggatt of Juneau 
appointed Governor today. 
I think it a good appointment 
and am greatly pleased – it is 
a much better appointment than 
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Perkins – Jarvis was my choice – 
Hoggatt second – with Clum 3rd & 
Perkins last.  Hope Hoggatt 
will be confirmed without trouble. 
Recd. telegram from Judge Day 
saying he could not come over 
from New York just at this time. 
 -March 11th- 
Took dinner this (Sunday) evening 
with Walter & Mrs. Clark.  There 
was also present Mrs. Jarvis & 
Miss Dorothy, and Mrs Allen. 

I think Walters sister.  We had 
a nice little dinner – and a pleasant 
and friendly talk.  Mrs. Clark & Mrs 
Jarvis are good women – just pure 
gold.  Miss Dorothy is interested 
in Darrell and thinks his member 
=ship in the “Red Mike Club” is or 
was very funny – Mrs. Jarvis 
told me that Jarvis spoke very highly 
of my defense to Charges against 
my confirmation.  Either Senator 
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Nelson or some one for him said 
to the President this last week that 
he – the President – had better be looking 
for some one to take my place since 
even Senator Knox was going back 
on me and would no longer support 
me – the President sent for Knox 
& told him and the Senator very 
forcibly denied it and told the 
President that he was stronger 
than ever for me. 
 -12- 
A funny thing occurred just 
now.  I was coming back from 
the  Capitol in the street car.  Just 
about opposite the old Metropolitan 
Hotel a man got on – came in the 
car – spread out his coattails 
to sit down – saw me – and flew 
out as if scared to death!  It was 
Nye – He stood for a minute on 
the back end of the car, carefully 
hiding his face & then got off 
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& walked from the car with his face 
turned the other way – poor 
pitiful coward.  I would’nt 
soil my hands with him but 
he is so cowardly that he fears 
I will. 
     Before I came east I received 
a letter from Mrs. Mattie Johnson 
asking about Adams mines in Alaska 
- she said to direct my answer in 
care of an Insurance man by the 
name of Cave here in Washington- 
I did not answer – but Saturday 
I called Cave up on the telephone 
& asked him her address – he 
stammered & said he thought she 
lived on 11th St. – that he would find 
out & let me know.  This evening 
while I was at dinner her card 
was brought in – after I finished I 
went into the ladys corridor & there she 
sat – with Mr. Cave!!  Paint & powder 
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- perfume and jewelry – she looked 
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like a modern Cave woman!  I 
judge he is keeping her as his 
mistress- 
 -13th- 
Learned today that Senator 
Pettus is against me basing it 
upon the alleged fact that I erred 
in setting aside the decree in 
Nelson v Meehan!!  This gives 
the enemy at least a majority 
of the Sub-Committee – Nelson 
& Pettus.  Also called on 
Senator Blackburn of Ky. & 
found him an interesting man, 
- but non committal.  I only 
wish they would act – so that I 
can go to New York & close up 
the Rosene suggestion that I 
look after the R.R. & mining interest 
for his people there- 
     French and his wife (whom he 
married at Valdez) & Van Hook – my 
old Eagle City friends (?) are the 
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prominent features of Raleigh 
Hotel life these long days – 
French says he is running a news 
=paper in Arizona, & that he is lobby 
=ing against the administration State 
hood bill – against the bill creating 
one state out of Arizona & New Mexico 
- which Senator Foraker has 
succeeded in killing – so far. 
How French & Van Hook et. al. live 
- & what for, I cant find out. 
     Recd. nice letter from Judge 
Day – New York – tonight – He 
says that he is just writing to 
Senator Knox, - and that if there 
is anything specific he can do 
he will come – but that he 
wants to be here when it will be 
most effective, &c. 
     Telegraphed to Clum, asking 
him to come over & help me get 
Frances S. Ettinger, place on her 
civil service papers &c. 
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 -14- 
Went over to Dept of Justice & 
talked with Solicitor Genl. Henry M. 
Hoyt – told him condition of Nelsons 
fight & told him I thought of 
resigning & in my letter to the Pres 
=ident setting forth the facts of 
the exploitation of Alaska Judge 
ship & courts by U.S. Senators 

Heyburn, Nelson et. al. He said 
he would talk to Knox about it 
tonight – Also told Walter E. 
Clarke.  Clum came over & 
will introduce me to Cortelyou 
tomorrow.  Also met Delegate 
M. A. Smith, from Arizona who 
hates Nelson like poison – 
The Nelson people are now working 
against me hard – and poisoning 
Senators as much as possible 
- it looks like a hard fight 
- and Nelson the sole judge 
& juror.  But --  

Diary 10, 1906 
march15a 

 -15- 
My talk to Clarke yesterday 
started Jarvis out to do a little 
work – he saw Dillingham who 
told him the Jud. Com. would report 
on Monday – that my reply brief 
had made Nelson angry – that he 
took it as an attack, &c. which 
I am glad of, since the old square 
headed Norwegian was poison 
anyway – and the realization that 
other persons know his bias & 
prejudice may force him to be 
more decent.  I am afraid that 
Blackburn is against me – 
will get Turner after him tomor 
=row - & Piles also – some 
of Pettus friends are still at 
work on him – but I fear with 
little hope of good. 
     Sent a telegram to Geo. T. 
Reid, Tacoma, asking about 
Debbie – yesterday – but no 
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answer yet.  Have not heard a 
word from her since she received 
copy of “Answer to Charges.” 
 -16- 
Louis P. Shackleford, lawyer 
from Juneau came to see me this 
morning & has been spending 
the day helping to strengthen my 
chances for confirmation.  He saw 
Senator Piles & waited over to see 
Senator Blackburn.  Talty, the 
Raleigh Hotel Manager, also is 
interested – he invited Mr. Micou 
to lunch with me, and got us acquain 
=ted.  Micou is son in law, and 
law partner with Ex. Sec. of Navy 
Herbert, from Alabama, and I 
am to meet him in the morning 
- he is supposed to have great influ 
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=ence with Senator Pettus – but 
I do not look upon Pettus as 
open to argument – I think 
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he is sure against me, - but 
I will go and meet Mr. Herbert. 
Dr. Whitehead is back & is at 
work – he has telegraphed - & so 
did I – to Henry Bratnober – at 
Piedmont, California, asking 
him to telegraph to his friends here 
- we want Mark Smith, delegate 
from Arizona to help with Senator 
Blackburn, & so advised him. 
Am sorry but Senators Bailey 
& Gearin are both out west – 
both are my friends. 
     Nothing from home yet. 
Newspaper men are nearly always 
good to me – E. B. Smith, is the 
hotel reporter for the Washington 
Post, and works for me in season 
& out – he just came in to tell me 
that Bratnobers telegrams are 
coming in  - one to Ex. Gov. Murphy 
of Arizona, has started him & others 
to work – Smith feels quite confident. 
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 -17th- 
Recd. telegram from Walter Christian 
Tacoma saying Debbie all right 
& later one from her to same effect & 
saying:  “Am well and proud of you 
fight to a finish.” 
     Louis Shackleford did not get to 
see Blackburn – looks bad – but 
may be Judge Turner can do some 
thing with him.  Nothing much 
today – but much on Monday. 
 -18th- 
Called on Jarvis & wife at Shoreham & 
Dr. & Mrs. Whitehead at Riggs.  Walter 
E Clarke & Louis P. Shackleford present. 
Also Major Richardson.  Tonight E. 
B. Smith, reporter for the Post came to 
see me.  He told me two or three weeks 
ago that Col. Phil Thompson of Ky. 
had long been a lobbyist & controlled 
Senator Blackburns vote – through 
his unreasoning friendship & trust 
& now tells me that Gov. Murphy 
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of Arizona, a mutual friend, tells him 
that Thompson has prevailed upon Black 
=burn to vote against me – we believe 
& Murphy seems to , that Thompson is 
working for a fee from some one- 
I can hardly believe that a Kentucky 
Senator is so venal or cheap!! 

     If it is true that money has been 
used for that purpose it explains 
Manleys presence here in hiding. 
Well.  I wont buy any Senators 
pimp – even if I am defeated! 
 -19th- 
The Judiciary Committee of the 
Senate met at 10 oclock – and 
did nothing, but fix my case for 
next Monday. 
  Have learned 
that Mrs. Clarke is a relative 
of both Senators Bacon of Georgia 
and Daniels of Virginia – and 
she is a most charming woman 
besides.  Jarvis telephoned 
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asking me to take dinner with 
him this evening – Mrs. Jarvis 
has gone to Baltimore. 
Had a fine dinner with Jarvis 
& Clarke at the old ante bellum 
“Hancock” restaurant on 
Pennsylvania Ave, south side. 
block west Post Office – fried 
chicken & gravy & hoecake –  
cooked by a big fat negro 
“Mammy.” 
     Dick Ryan says that he inquired 
& found out that no formal report of 
the Sub Committee will be made to the 
full Judiciary Com:  That Nelson 
wants to make a strong report against 
me – but that Pettus wont sign it - & 
will make a very mild one – & Foraker 
one in my favor – so they will just  
state their views orally to the Com. 
& let that body take the responsibility 
     That is better than I expected even 
if it is not what I wanted - 
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 -20- 
Nothing new – Jarvis goes home 
today or tomorrow. 
 -21st- 
Telegraphed Harlan today that 
there would be no court at Fairbanks 
till June- cant get in if I wanted to. 
     Jarvis saw Nye & Col. Phil. 
Thompson meet in the Willard Hotel 
& go off together – that connects 
with our information that Senator 
Blackburn will support Nelson 
in his fight against me – for 
Thompson is known to be the 
advance agent for Blackburn. 
     Pettus told Ex. Sec. of Navy 
Herbert – that he was against 
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me – but that I would be confirm 
=ed, and also told my friend 
E. B. Smith, of the Post, the 
same.  Major Richardson 
& Talty, Mgr. of the Raleigh Hotel 
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are now at work also.  Called & 
paid my respects to Postmaster Genl. 
Cortelyou today – he treated me 
very nicely. 
     Senator Baileys father 
died today & he went south. 
Am afraid this sad event will 
keep him away when my case 
comes up before the Senate. 
 -22nd- 
Saw Senator Patterson & told 
him about Blackburn – he will 
fight for me & said Blackburn 
was doing wrong – also saw 
Piles & same.  Letter from 
Arthur – lawyer & he wrote me 
to send copies of my Answer &c. 
to Mr. Frederick de C. Faust. 
Dept. of Justice, who thinks he can 
do something with Senator Pettus!! 
     Patterson told me that both he 
& Spooner had attended Jud. Comt. 
meetings regularly on my account, 
& had made arrangements to be 
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notified if my case came up in 
their absence. 
 -23rd- 
Went up to capitol today with 
Ex Governor Swineford (of Alaska) 
& called on Sulzer (N.Y.)  They 
went & called on Senator Tillman 
(S. C. ) who promised to support me, 
and also on Culberson (of Texas) & 
Bacon (of Georgia) both of whom, they 
report, are friendly.   This afternoon 
Major Richardson, U.S.A. & my 
newspaper friend Ed. B. Smith, of 
the Post, called on Culberson at his 
house – they had a long & satisfactory 
interview.  The situation seems 
better today than ever & I now 
have confidence – but – wait! 
     The Committee meets tomorrow 
- Saturday – though I dont quite 
know about it.  Sulzer says 
he can reach & control Col. Phil. 
Thompson & Blackburn – but I doubt 
it.  Saw Nye today at National Hotel. 
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I called at the Smithsonian Institution 
today & paid my respects to Prof. Dall 
who wrote “Alaska & its Resources” & 

at the National Museum to see Prof. Otis 
Mason – had long and interesting talk 
with both about Alaska & Pacific 
coast ethnology.  Prof. Mason agrees 
with my theory of the Asiatic origin 
of the American Indian. 
     E. B. Smith, reporter, calls 
Senator Pettus “Old Confucius,” 
and the idea is not inappropriate. 
He is 84 years old, a typical man 
of the south & west – a “49er” in 
California, a leader of the Confederacy 
- and very much of a philosopher. 
Smith was praising my good qualities 
and the old Senator in his broad 
southern brogue said to him, 
“Whaw did you know him?” 
Smith has been a reporter on the 
Post for 15 years & Pettus knew 
it – Smith greatly enjoys 
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his “Whaw did you know him” 
it demonstrated that the old man 
knew that Smith was a partisan 
friend rather than an unbiased 
and knowing witness. 
 -24th- 
It was a mistake about the 
Com. meeting today – there was 
none – it is to be held Monday. 
Was invited to dinner with 
Dr. Whitehead and the gentlemen 
interested in his Alaska banks, 
but on yesterday I invited Major 
Richardson to dinner with me, 
so declined.  Talty dines with us. 
Very quiet but enjoyable dinner with 
Talty & Richardson – Talty was 
drunk to start in on – so the Major 
and I were so chagrined with his 
antics that we refrained from getting 
full.  Dr. Whitehead & the Ailes 
Bros & friends had a fine dinner 
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in the Rathskellar – Gene. Ailes 
leaves tonight for Seattle & from 
thence in June for Nome- 
 -25th- 
The P.I. today of the 20th at 
Walter Clarkes office announces 
the death at Valdez, of Ed. Harlan 
I am greatly shocked and sorry 
at the news – for it will just about 
break Mr & Mrs Harlans hearts, 
and I know the sorrow and loss 
- Howards death cut me off 
from the happiness of a son in 
my old age – I must grow old 
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alone, and they will feel the same 
- though they  have grandchildren. 
     Letter from Debbie who tells 
me that Ed. Harlans death resulted 
from blood poisoning.  She writes 
unhappily – Damn the office of 
Judge!  I wish I were out of it. 
- may be after tomorrow & 
dont care. 
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Dinner tonight (Sunday) at the New 
Willard Hotel, with Governor W B. 
Hoggatt, Senator Hemenway & Major 
Richardson & Newell, late of the 
White Pass Ry.  Hoggatt & Senator 
Hemenway (of Indiana) will go to 
work now to secure my confirmation. 
Also met lawyer Francis J. Heney, 
who defended Judge Noyes and 
prosecuted Senator Mitchell, of 
Oregon.  Heney is a small man 
but with a bright & piercing eye – 
he looks the lawyer that he is 
reputed to be. 
     For three days my left jaw has 
troubled me – it seems to be at the 
junction of the upper jaw bone & the 
ear bones – if any ear bones reach that point. 
Have been putting a plaster on it at 
night – but it is worse tonight 
It seems to be from cold- 
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 -26th- 
Senator Nelson asked that my 
matter go over until next Mon 
=day so that he could have a 
statement and report printed! 
Evidently he now knows that the 
Com. is against him & Col. Phil 
Thompson & Nye have urged him 
to procure their arguments on the 
law and facts – an arraignment 
anew – to be printed so that it 
can be used with other Senators. 
It was stated that his report &c was 
to be “secret” – from me evidently. 
It went over at his request. 
     I telegraphed result to Shackleford 
Judge Day & Ralph – New York. 
I also telegraphed for Birch & I 
intend now to organize a working 
fight – will ask Committee for 
copy of Nelsons report & a chance 
to answer it in writing. 
Birch will be here tomorrow. 
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 -Mar. 27th 1906.- 
Went up to See Sulzer (N.Y.) 
today & he told me that he had 

a talk with Col. Phil. Thompson 
of Ky. who told him that he had 
been employed by Manley & paid 
a fee to fight me – that the post= 
ponement of my case on Monday 
was at his suggestion & that he 
prepared Nelsons report to be 
printed for Nelson.  He also 
said that if I was Mr. Sulzers 
friend he was sorry that he had 
assisted Manley – that he would 
quit & would tell Senator Black 
to vote as he pleased now, &c 
Gov. Hoggatt went up to Atlantic 
City to consult Sec. of the Interior 
E A. Hitchcock – will be back 
tomorrow – Birch will be here 
tomorrow also.  Saw Piles but 
he knew nothing new – Dinner 
with Walter & Mrs. Clarke –  
Brumbaughs in City – at Ebbitt. 
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 -28- 
Automobile ride with Mr & Mrs 
Brumbaugh – Birch here & spent 
day with him – He & Gov. Hoggatt 
took dinner with me. 
     Saw Baring of the old Copper 
Case from Wilkesbarre, Penn. at 
the New Willard – the “pack” is here 
to fight me – and Nelson is to do 
the work for them in the Senate. 
Birch went back to New York 
tonight.  Wish I could go home 
- I hate to sit around here as if 
I wanted the damned office – When 
I would be much better off without 
it. – But I intend to make them 
earn their victory if they get it. 
 -29th- 
Went to Geological Dept. with Hoggatt, 
to get map of Copper river railroads, &c. 
Telegram from Ralph, N.Y. that a 
Mr. Goodwin would come over to assist 
in fighting the Copper trust theives from 
Penn. – Am told that O. P. Hubbard is 
here “knocking”.  Birch saw Senator 
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Carter of Montana before he left, & says 
Senator is all right.  Theater party 
with Sulzer tonight at New National. 
- his guests were: Miss Kirby, Gov 
Hoggatt, Capt. Dickens & I. 
Lunch at New Willard with them. 
 -30- 
Took breakfast at New Willard 
this morning with Hoggatt, to meet 
Capt. Radcliffe of English army &c. 
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& Paul Niedieck – a German 
who hunted two years ago in Kenai 
peninsular, and whom U.S. Dept. Mash 
Geo. Sexton arrested – they are interested 
in that row, and in a rumor of an ibex 
which they (and I, too) have heard about in 
the Alaskan mountains.  Am to take 
lunch with them at 1 oclock.  The went 
out walking with Pres. Roosevelt yesterday 
- he run them out through the woods, & over the 
hills & nearly killed both with the violence 
of the exercise.  Birch is back this 
morning & Goodwin is out to see 
the Pennsylvania outfit to discover 
what their game is – (over) 
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 30th continued 
Goodwin reported to me that he had 
talked to Penrose who said that the 
Wilkesbarre “copper crowd” had 
been to see him in force yesterday & 
had urged him to oppose me, but that 
he had not agreed to do so, &c.  I am 
glad that that fact is established as 
it makes more certain the truth that 
my opposition comes largely from 
that crowd.  Birch busily at work. 
Saw Sulzer this afternoon – he had 
seen several senators & insists that 
Pettus will vote for me! – but I dont 
believe it. 
 -31st 
Falcon Joslin saw Dillingham 
- he was not friendly – and seemed 
to take the view that since there was 
so much objection – it might be better 
to change – to refuse to confirm. 
Joslin found out that Hubbard 
had been to see him & to “knock” 
He told Dillingham about the char 
=acter of those who were doing the 
knocking & says he left him 
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in a better frame of mind.  Dilling 
=ham gave Joslin a letter to Nelson 
& asked him to go and tell him the 
story that he told him – but Joslin 
 could not find Nelson tonight 
     I went up to see Dubois – Senator 
from Idaho, but did not find him. 
But little done today.  Gov. Hoggatt 
saw the President who told him 
he wished me confirmed  & gave 
the Gov. a letter to Senator Knox 
to that effect. 
 -April 1st 1906- 
A beautiful sunny Sunday – 
Falcon Joslin went & interviewed 

Senator Nelson today – he is bad! 
Joslin says he is loud & frantic 
in his denunciations of me & will 
fight me bitterly.  He says my enemies 
are good – and I am bad.  Joslin 
was disgusted with his malice 
& prejudice and thinks that nothing 
can be done to get him to hear 
or consider my defence or my 
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side of the case.  Took dinner 
tonight at New Willard – Joslin 
took dinner with me & Hoggatt 
Birch & Goodwin smoked, &c. 
Wrote letter to Debbie – received 
one from her this morning –  
Carruthers, of Ohio, saw Foraker 
this morning & says he is O.K. 
 -April 2nd- 
Monday – My case came up 
today before the Judiciary Committee 
of the Senate – Senator Nelson read 
a charge & made a statement of the 
facts in support of it against 
me – Senator Foraker defended &c 
and thus for the two hours. Then 
the matter went over as unfinished 
business until next Monday. 
Gov. Hoggatt saw Senator Knox, 
who told him that I would be confirm 
=ed – though he criticised me for 
criticising Nelson in my Reply 
Brief.  But if Knox knew the 
provocation he would not feel so. 
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Falcon Joslin saw Senator Bacon 
& had a very interesting talk with 
him – he is for me.  Joslin had 
another talk with Dillingham 
& says he is also, and strong 
reports of Blackburn in same way. 
Goodwin reports Penrose quiet 
& probably friendly.  Birch & 
Goodwin – also Joslin – went to 
New York this evening.  Things 
look more satisfactory – so far 
as the Committee is concerned than 
ever.  Forakers strong support 
is greatly appreciated & strengthens 
me generally.  It may under- 
=mine Pettus opposition and will 
certainly weaken his inclination 
to fight me – if he has any – 
Lopp – of Cape Prince of Wales – 
at dinner with me tonight – 
     Joslin has done me much 
good & offers to come back the 
last of the week and do more 
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 - I want him to see Kittredge 
Diary 10, 1906 
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 -April 3rd- 
Telegraphed to Tacoma for N.P. 
Agent to send me receipt for my 
fare to Chicago – intend to make 
up quarterly account against 
the U.S. for my expenses to Washing 
=ton & try & get it paid.  Also 
drew my March salary. 
Walter E. Clarke took lunch 
with me at the Raleigh – 
Spent a couple of hours with Gov. 
Hoggatt at the Willard – he is 
packing & will leave Washington 
for New York tomorrow & then 
westward!  He says that Senator 
Hemenway of Indiana & Vice Pres 
Fairbanks will not let any thing 
be undone to secure my confirmation. 
He thinks it is sure, and so do 
they.  Hoggatt is my strong friend – 
and says he will come back to help 
if I think it necessary &c. 
C. A. Snowden, of Tacoma 
is at Willard – My affairs 
look satisfactory generally. 
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 -April 4th 
Everything quiet – Went up to the 
House & with Gov. Swineford called 
on Sulzer – he is at work and 
declares everything satisfactory. 
Saw Senator Bailey in the Library 
of Congress : he was very kind & said 
he would go to work at once & 
that Blackburn would be all right. 
 -5th- 
Went up to House and saw 
Sulzer again – he says there is 
no doubt about the Judiciary 
com – that Pettus & Blackburn 
have both promised him to vote 
for me; he advises me to let the 
Committee alone – that the situation 
is so good that more work would 
only do harm - but, Sulzer is so 
optimistic!  Also saw Senator 
Gearin, and talked with him 
about extending the U.S. water 
laws to Alaska - & called his 
attention to my decision in 
the Revenue Mining Co. case & 

Diary 10, 1906 
april05b 

to Judge Browns opposing position 
in the Kethican Waterworks case; 
He will look into it and asked me 
to prepare a bill to extend the law – 
Sulzer saw he would attend to it 

in the House. 
     Thumm, a miner from 
Rampart, Alaska, called on me 
this afternoon & I invited him to 
dinner & then we went to the New 
National Theater – to see the Irish 
comedians.  After we were seated 
Senator & Mrs. Ankeny came in 
& sat beside us – Mrs. A. next to 
me.  The Senator introduced me 
& I had a pleasant time between 
acts talking to her about baskets 
- Indian baskets, Alaska &c.  They 
were both very pleasant to me & 
seemed to try to be friendly - I 
accepted their kindness & returned 
it in kind.  Thumm is going 
to call on Nelson tomorrow & 
tell him that the working miners 
in Alaska want me confirmed. 
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 -6th- 
Called on Senator Piles & 
during the conversation I 
promised to give his brother 
a deputy clerkship – at $250 
per month – so as to help him 
get into business – Piles put 
it on that ground distinctly. 
He also says that I will be 
confirmed & that Senator 
Overman, of North Carolina, 
has assisted in the matter. 
Saw Vice President Fairbanks 
on Pennsylvania Ave & he 
stopped to shake hands & 
also to introduce me to a Senator 
     Prepared a bill for Senator 
Gearin of Oregon – to extend 
to Alaska the U.S. laws of 
water right, and rights of 
way for ditches &c. 
     Goodwin, of Pa. is at work 
with his people to keep Penrose 
from opposing me – hope he 
will succeed. 
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 -April 7th- 
It now seems probably that 
my case may be closed up before 
the Committee on Monday – of course 
Nelson may carry it over again but 
it ought to be closed up then & the 
Committees report made to the Senate. 
Birch & Goodwin here & at work. 
     Received a telegram from Metson, 
Atty, San Francisco offering aid & ans 
=wered that he could influence Senators: 
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     Recd. bundle of Fairbanks News, 
of date of Manleys telegrams for 
protests to Foraker, and they contain 
the efforts of my friends to offset 
Manleys efforts – will file them 
with Patterson for use with Comt. 
    Papers also disclose that Harlan 
has appointed Geoghegan as his 
stenographer instead of Ed – 
 -8th- 
Called to see Senator Patterson 
at Highlands Hotel this morning 
& gave him recent copies of 
the Fairbanks News about 

Diary 10, 1906 
april08b 

telegrams &c in my favor & he 
promised to be on hand at the 
Committee meeting tomorrow 
& fight my battles.  He seems 
confident of victory & complimented 
me highly – said that all the 
evidence when the Senatorial 
Sub-Com. was in Alaska in 
1903 – Dillingham, Nelson, 
Burnham & Patterson – was 
favorable to me & that their 
judgement was also favorable 
& so announced when they 
returned .  He now scores 
Nelson for unjust and arbitrary 
actions against me. 
     Dinner with Birch, Sulzer 
& Goodwin at New Willard. 
Whitehead & Jarvis there, too. 
     We are all looking forward 
to tomorrow hoping that my 
matter will be about finished. 
Long rides on street cars 
today. 
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 -9th- 
Went up to Senator Pattersons 
office in the Capitol & gave him 
list of precincts & petitions for 
my confirmation &c.  The matter 
is now before the Judiciary Com. 
& I must submit patiently to 
their judgment – be it good or bad. 
     Committee met but Foraker 
was not present & case went 
over till next Monday – after 
some discussion. 
     Will go over to New York for 
two or three days for a change. 
Am damned tired of Washington. 
Went to New York on afternoon 
train.  Birch went to Chicago. 
Clarke & Smith both agreed 

to keep me informed. 
     Arrived Waldor-Astoria 
- met Joslin, Ralph & with 
Goodwin. 
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 -10th- 
Down town this morning & to 
Leggatt Bros. Book store – 81 Chambers 
St – but found nothing of importance 
Am satisfied that Lowdermelks 
in Washington, and McClurgs 
in Chicago are the best book stores 
in America – especially for 
Americana.  Called on Judge 
Day – who is now the Auditor of the 
Equitable Life Ins. Co. and took lunch 
with him at the Lawyers Club - 120  
Broadway.  He is much interested 
in my confirmation, and is aiding me. 
Went to the theater – the Lyceum, 
45 St. between Broadway & 6th Avenue, 
& was greatly interested in Grace Elliston 
who played “Shirley Rossmore” in the 
Lion & the Mouse, - a protest 
against the control of the courts 
by the great money power in con 
=nection with the U.S. Senate. 
It is my case to a dot, & I 
am tempted to send her a copy 
of my briefs &c. as an actual 
case. 
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 -11th- 
Got up late – went to Ralphs 
office & consulted about Barrett 
& others from Alabama trying 
to induce Senator Pettus to get 
into line & sign report with 
Foraker.  Lunch with Turner 
Arthur & Mr. Ralph at the  
Lawyers Club.  Afternoon 
went in hansom with Mr. Ralph 
the Bowery & Mott St.s, and other 
down town streets.  They do not 
look particularly bad from the 
hansom, but still I suppose the 
are more so at night.  Went to 
the Victoria Theater with Mr. Ralph 
& saw “The Vanderbilt Cup,” an 
extravaganza of New York life – 
Birch back from the west and 
saw him for a moment after 
theater.  My trip to New York 
uneventful, and I go back in 
the morning to Washington to 
renew the wait for Senatorial 
action. 

Diary 10, 1906  -12- 
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april12 Back to Washington this after 

=noon at 4 oclock.  Walter Clarke 
knows nothing new.  Ed. Smith 
says that Clark, chairman of the 
judiciary Com. said he thought I 
would not be confirmed:  Governor 
Swineford says there is no doubt 
but that I will be. Norman 
Shultz, Mr. Ralphs partners is 
here tonight – but I am afraid 
that he talks too much & with 
no sort of judgment.  He was 
in my room just now – and was 
champagne talkative. . 
Recd. letter from Clum containing 
copy of his printed announcement 
of his candidacy for delegate to 
Congress from Alaska, - with his 
picture on both front & back page. 
I am afraid he is going to spread 
it on too thick altogether & will 
estrange the people by his 
imprudence. 
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 -13th- 
Saw Bailey this morning & he will 
talk to Foraker & try & get the 
Com. to do something Monday – 
Sulzer says that Knox told him 
it was O.K-.  Sulzer went over 
to New York today with Gov. Swine 
=ford, but promised to come back on 
Saturda Sunday night so as to  
be present Monday. 
    Walter E. Clark is in trouble with 
the President about an alleged betrayal 
of newspaper secrets – the President 
is wrong – clearly wrong – and has 
not given Walter a chance to explain. 
He has gone to see Senator Knox, to 
have him explain the matter to the 
President.  Mr. Frank Arthur 
of New York is here – Shultz is also 
here & working with Barrett & other 
southerners to get Pettus into line. 
     Saw Shultz & Barrett just now 
at New Willard – Barrett will see  
Pettus in morning – he is against 
me – but they may keep him quiet. 
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 -14th- 
Clarke got Senator Knox to go to the 
President this morning & straighten out 
his trouble – it was done successfully –  
though Walter yet feels badly hurt at the 
reckless manner in which the President 
treated him without a hearing. 
     Knox and Piles both say I will 

be confirmed – but I will feel safe after 
it is done & not before.  Patterson 
has gone out to Colorado and wont be 
on hand to vote on Monday. 
     Heard the President deliver his 
“Muck Rake” speech at 2:30 at 
the laying of the corner stone of the 
Office building of the House of Represen 
=tatives.      Joslin is at work & so 
is Shultz & Barrett, but nothing 
done of great moment today. 
     Was rather disappointed in the 
Presidents “Muck Rake” speech. 
He is largely responsible for the existence 
of the “Muck Rake” in the Magazines 
- and is open to the criticism that as 
soon as they attacked his friends 
he denounced them!! 
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 15- 
Schultz and Barrett with all their 
Alabama influence have been unable 
to move Pettus – he cannot be brought 
to vote for me – but is rendered much 
less harmful than formerly – 
Joslin saw Blackburn and says 
he is hostile – There will be three 
votes against me sure – Nelson 
Pettus & Blackburn – with Kittredge 
doubtful.  I think all the rest are 
safe – but no battle is won until it 
is ended.  Much criticism of 
the Presidents speech yesterday on 
account of its alleged socialistic 
tendencies.  Dinner with Walter 
& Mrs Clark - & Miss Dorothy – tonight. 
They are very much irritated over the 
Presidents threat against Walter & 
denounce him & Loeb for unfairness. 
Beautiful Sunday.  Spring is here. 
Recd. letter from Debbie. 
Joslin did not see Kittredge 
Nothing known about him yet. 
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[photo caption:]  
“SENATOR FORAKER OF OHIO, WHO LOOKS” 
 
after my interest before the subcommittee, & also 
before the Judiciary Committee. 
 
[photo caption:] 
“SENATOR KNUTE NELSON OF MINNESOTA” 
 
The worst apache on 
the reservation. 
My one bitter opponent. 
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[photo caption:] 
“SENATOR PETTUS OF ALABAMA” 
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the third member of the Sub Committee 
who “chaws terbaccer” – and wont 
sign a report one way of the other, 
and says to my friend Smith 
“Wha did you know im?” 
“Old Confucius” – Smith calls him. 
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 -16th- 
Nelson stole a march on me today 
by asking that the matter go over 
another week – that he had new 
charges to formulate and desired 
more time.  Senator Bacon 
denounced the action but senator 
=ial courtesy carried it. 
    But I intend to stay by the 
damned old Norwegian peasant 
and fight him to the end and 
beat him if possible.  The 
Chairman, Clarke of Wyoming 
suggested that if they resorted 
to new charges every time the 
matter was closed – there would 
be no end to the matter – he is 
now resorting to what he so 
viciously denounces in the 
Nelson v Meehan case. 
     Wrote to Debbie – not a 
pleasant letter, but as pleasant 
as I felt.  Intend to go to work 
myself tomorrow & end this 
fight – next Monday.  Senator 

Diary 10, 1906 
april16band17a 

Pettus was not present at todays 
meeting of the Committee – his 
wife is very sick, and reported to 
be hopelessly so.  He has shown 
so much consideration for me 
notwithstanding his judgment 
against me, that I shall be sorry 
to hear of her death – it will 
kill him too if it happens 
since he is 84 years old. 
 -17th- 
Went up & saw Piles & Bailey 
this morning & urged them to put 
their personality into my fight – they 
will.  Also called & gave Nelson 
a letter asking for the new charge 
-   Senator Clark, Ch. of the Jud. 
Com. had told me it related to the 
injustice!! done to Marshal Richards 
at Nome – Nelson said that he had 
received 4 affidavits on Monday 
morning about it – but that they 
amounted to nothing – that the accom 
=panying letter referred to an affidavit 

from Seattle that would contain the 
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facts upon which the real charge 
would be based – that if that affidavit 
did not get here by Monday he would 
pay no attention to the charge at all. 
I understood the whole matter from 
his statement – the four affidavits 
are made by some of Richards friends 
and the one which they expect to get 
in Seattle is from Lena Walton! 
I wonder they did not send the one she 
made in U.S. v Richards & Jourden! 
    I immediately telegraphed to Walter 
Christian for him & Sullivan to see 
Lena Walton & get her to make a fav 
=orable affidavit, - that I wished to 
keep the Richards matter out of sight 
on Sullivans account much more 
than my own &c.    I also wrote Judge 
Day, asking for so much of his report as 
related to Richards: & telegraphed to 
the Clerk U.S. Ct. Ct. of Appeals, San Fran 
for record & briefs.  Ans. received saying 
that record was not printed but briefs 
forwarded.  Wrote to Dr. Whitehead 
informing him of situation – he is in 
New York.  Heard today that Pettus 
was annoyed by the onslaught made 
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on him by the Barretts – Editors of  
Demo. newspapers in Georgia & Alabama 
- think that Schultz overworked it. 
Cushman also told me that Kittredge 
is against me – without doubt. 
That leaves the Committee 8 to 4 in 
my favor – Nelson, Pettus, Blackburn 
& Kittredge hostile.  I am not sure 
though about Dillingham – but am 
of all the rest.  I think this last 
move has hurt the opposition about 
as much as Barretts hurt me with 
Pettus.  I will keep my fool friends 
away from here after this – but I 
could nt drive Schulz away – he 
came without invitation, and raised 
merry hell. 
 April 18th 1906. 
Great San Francisco Earthquake 
Telegraphic dispatches all day 
about terrible earthquake in S. F. 
     I went & called on Atty. Genl. 
Moody - & urged pardon of Notti, 
- he did not respond very favorably. 
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After we had finished that he asked 
me about my confirmation & I told 
him about the last move of Nelsons – 
He seems friendly enough – I also had 
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a good talk with Solicitor General 
Hoyt, & told him the details.  He 
expressed surprise that Kittredge 
is against me and promised to see 
him and explain the Departments position. 
Col. Clay, Genl Agt.  Dept. of Justice 
promised to recommend $10,000. 
appropriation for a jail.  Talty[?], 
Mgr. Raleigh Hotel told me today 
that Col. Boynton, Mgr. Assoc. Press, 
had talk with President Tuesday & the 
Pres. told him that he was anxious to 
see me confirmed & spoke highly about 
me, but said that he could not control 
the situation in the Senate, &c. 
     Wrote letter to Debbie today  - 
Nothing from Walter Christian yet. 
Assisted E. G. Rathbone with his 
contract with Spaulding in 
re. collection postmasters acts 
hope he succeeds – he is also trying 
to get hearing on his Havana postoffice 
charges of embezzlement. 
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 -19- 
Wrote to Debbie & sent her a 
check for $200. also clipping 
out of magazine (May, Cosmopolitan) 
of picture of Darrell in charge of 
sailors at Cherbourg, France, 
in charge of Admiral John Paul Jones, 
body.  Nothing new today except 
a nice letter from Falcon Joslin 
sending copy of a strong telegram 
to Senator Piles urging my confirmation 
     San Francisco horror grows – 
the city is practically destroyed – first 
by earthquake & then by the fire. 
 -20- 
Senator Piles told me today that a 
Senator – a member of the Judiciary 
Com. (think it was Clarke) told him 
that Spooner was against me.  Walter 
Clarke saw Spooner & says he is not 
enthusiastic – is doubtful.  I telegraphed 
McGraw & Abe Spring, Seattle, for telegrams 
strengthening him, & Piles will urge him 
also.  Sulzer says we are all right. 
- and Foraker says they must do something 
on Monday. 
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 -21st- 
Genl. Drain, Dave Wilson & 
J. M. Frink in town. 
Wrote letter to Clarke, Ch. Judicary 
Com. today – defence against Lena 
Walton – Marshal Richards charge. 
After writing letter showed it to 

Piles who suggested a change – made 
the change & gave the letter to Clarke. 
Did this so that the case could be 
heard on Monday without delay. 
I am now in real doubt 
about the outcome of my case. 
If Spooner goes against me 
I will have a slim show & 
will lose courage because he 
is – or ought to be an unprejudiced 
juror and Nelson would be 
so  encouraged with his being 
against me that he could easily 
get enough more to do me up – 
Gave Walter Clarke letters  
of Nelson & he will see Knox & 
try & get him to show Spooner 
the truth.  Piles is to see him too. 
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Received telegram from Walter 
Christian, Tacoma, today after 
I filed my letter saying that Lena 
Walton had not and would not 
make an affidavit in the Richards 
case, - if Nelson is depending 
on that, then, he will not file his 
additional charge on Monday – 
But it may be something else. 
     Called on Senator Burnham 
today and had good visit with 
him; D. A. McKenzie was in 
his office – and from remarks 
made by him I gathered that 
Mc has been “working” some sort 
of a scheme among the Senators 
friends up in New Hampshire. 
 -April 22- 
Well I am in Washington 
now nearly 3 months, and it 
looks as if I might fail to get 
the confirmation after all.  I 
can hardly beleive yet the Spooner 
is against me, but the steady 
effort – earnest, masterful and 
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malicious which Nelson has been 
making may bring about that 
result after all.  I hardly 
seems possible that the Judiciary 
Com. of the U.S. Senate will permit 
a packed jury to violate truth 
and justice in that way – but 
then they are men – just mere 
men, with their own important 
matters to look after – and really 
abstract justice is unimportant 
when politics or self interest is 
at stake. 
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     Went out and saw Sulzer at 
his rooms (131 B. St. S.E.) today – 
he is sure of tomorrows result – 
but I am less sanguine.  If 
Spooner is against me, then I am 
afraid of Dillingham also and 
possibly Culberson – and that beats 
me.  I felt feel like resigning and 
roasting the whole bunch in my 
letter to the President – then going 
home.  For two years now I have 
been under constant fire, and though 
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I have won so far – it is at a 
great expense of comfort and 
happiness.  I am willing to 
sacrifice myself to uphold the 
courts – the law and justice – but 
I am growing to believe that longer 
sacrifice, including my wife, is 
worse than to step aside & let 
someone else bear the burden. 
Still I hate a coward – I will 
let the matter go to a test tomorrow 
- & then? 
 April. 23rd. 1906. 
The Judiciary Committee today 
made a favorable report in my 
case by a vote of 6 in my favor 
and 4 against me. 
For me:  Knox, Foraker, Bacon, 
 Clarke, Culberson, Patterson 
Against me  Nelson, Pettus, 
   Kittredge, Blackburn 
Absent. Depew, Spooner & Dillingham 
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Foraker was instructed to 
report the matter to the Senate. 
     My!  But it is a releif. 
While this does not by any 
means end the fight it gives 
me a great advantage & 
without it I must have been 
defeated.  There as no polit 
=ical significance in the vote, 
for 3 who voted for me – Knox, 
Foraker & Clarke are Republicans 
- the other three are Democrats.- 
while Nelson & Kittridge are 
Republicans & Blackburn & 
Pettus are Democrats.  I 
suppose the matter will come 
before the Senate at once & at 
any rate it will be settled – for 
or against me, so that I can 
go to work- 
Telegraphed Debbie the 
result, also to Mr. Ralph, 

Falcon Joslin & Judge Day 
in New York.  Clarke sent 
McGinn a telegram to Fairbanks. 
My friends are pleased – so far. 
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Had lunch tonight at New 
Willard with Wm Sulzer (M. C. 
from New York) a Mr. Beebe from Mass. 
and Harry White, Seattle.  Sulzer 
was just from a White House reception 
where he met Senator & Mrs Blackburn 
- he chided the Senator for not voting 
for me today as he had promised 
Sulzer he would – Blackburn told 
him that he intended to do so but 
that Nelson appealed to him to vote 
with him, saying that since they both 
knew that I had six votes I was sure 
to be confirmed & that Blackburn 
ought to vote with him to prevent his 
failure from being so bad – that if he 
would vote with him, he (Nelson) 
would agree not to oppose me in 
the Senate – and Blackburn said 
he did it upon that promise.  He 
said he would vote for me in the 
Senate & would make a speech 
in my favor in Nelson did not 
keep his promise:  Recd. telegram 
from Ralph, N.Y. asking me to come 
to New York before going west. 

Diary 10, 1906 
april24a 

 -24th- 
A new wrinkle now – McCumber 
of North Dakota has given notice that 
he wishes my confirmation postponed 
two weeks so that he can read the record 
- affidavits, &c. and can oppose me in 
the open Senate.  Kittredge is acting 
with him.   Had a talk with Senator 
Foraker today & he told me that I had 
the greatest array of vigorous enemies 
that he had met for some time – 
Piles is working to get McCumber to 
withdraw his opposition – but I think 
we are now up against a Nelson- 
McCumber-Heyburn combination 
- whether Carter is in it or not I cant 
yet tell – but think he is. 
     Wrote situation to Mr. Ralph & 
told him that the Hill railroad influence 
- if exerted – could make the opposition 
withdraw – Also wrote to Debbie. 
Recd. telegram of congratulation from 
Judge Day & answered in kind – 
Nelson is playing the baby now – 
says that I attacked him & that 

Diary 10, 1906 the Com. sustained me & turned 
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up against a new  phase of the 
old fight – but I intend to make 
it so vigorous that they will feel 
the effects of the victory if they win one. 
 -25- 
Called & had a good talk with 
Senator Bailey – he will see 
Senator Kittredge and try and 
get him to listen to reason.  Sulzer 
said that Senator Dillingham told 
him yesterday that he intended to 
give me a warm support but that 
he was unavoidably absent from 
the Com. when my case came up. 
Telegraphed to Mr. Ralph to have 
strongest New York influence tel 
=egraphed to Senator Aldrich & tell 
him that I would call & to help 
me – Recd. telegram this afternoon 
saying that he had talked over the 
telephone with Aldrich & to call 
& that he was using influence 
on others – meaning Carter, McCumber 

Diary 10, 1906 
april25b 

and their “push” I suppose. 
     The Appletons Booklovers Mag 
=azine for May was first on sale 
today – “The Looting of Alaska.” 
is concluded in it, - and it does 
criticise Carter, McCumber & 
Hansborough most unmercifully 
& gives me full credit for cleaning 
up the Nome mess left by that 
gang upon Noyes & McKenzies 
arrest for contempt of U.S. Circuit 
Ct. of appeals, San Francisco in 
1901 – This will greatly aggravate 
McCumber – but can do me no harm. 
     Sent Peterson- Tacoma – Seven 
hundred & fifty (750) dollars today 
to pay on Glaser contract for clearing 
     Tonight sent letter & copy of 
May “Booklovers” to Senators 
Foraker, Piles & Bailey so that 
they would understand & will 
call on Aldrich in the morning. 

Diary 10, 1906 
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 -26th- 
Yesterday Senator Piles said to 
me that he had suggested to Senator 
Beveridge that Nelson & I ought 
to get together and make up – compro 
=mise our differences”, and “he said, 
“I said to the Senator that you would 
“apologise for attacking him in your 
“Answer to Charges” – I stopped 
him and said “Apologise?  Well 

“I wont.  I have only defended 
“myself so far, and I wouldn’t 
“apologise for the office.”  I said 
“If he wishes to submit his action 
“in my case to a committee I will 
“meet him on the issue, and if I 
“dont show that he maliciously 
“packed the Committee on me 
“& acted unjust and unfair the 
“Senate may refuse to confirm 
“me – but apologise I wont.” 
     He “tut-tuted” a little and 
dropped the matter, as he saw 
the suggestion was distasteful 
& might do more harm than good. 

Diary 10, 1906 
april26b 

Recd. telegram from Mr. Ralph 
to go and see Senator Aldrich 
which I did this morning -  he 
asked many questions going to 
the very point of who and why. 
I gave him a copy of Booklovers 
for May & called his attention 
to the “Looting of Alaska” as the 
cause of McCumbres animosity. 
Gave a copy of the Magazine to 
Sulzer & he gave it to Senator 
Tillman – Senator Teller said 
he had read it, and Sulzer saw 
Penrose whom he reports as mild. 
     Warren E. Wilkins, of Nome 
is here & saw Senators Smoot 
& Sutherland, Utah & reports 
them O.K. 
     Learned tonight that in Executive 
Session this afternoon McCumber 
objected to my confirmation & asked 
leave to have testimony printed & this 
necessarily carries the matter over 
till next week – I expected this 
and yet I feel disappointed- 
but I can wait - & fight in the meantime 

Diary 10, 1906 
april27and28a 

 -27- 
In Executive session yesterday 
my case was discussed & McCumber 
got it put off till May 8th – upon the 
request for time to print the evidence. 
     Saw Senator Clay today 
& gave him Judge Erwins letter 
- he told me that he had talked the 
matter over with his colleague – Sen 
Bacon, and that both would vote 
for me.   Sulzer, Hemenway 
& others say that I will be con 
=firmed:  though Dick. Ryan 
tells me that Spooner will fight 
me.  Think I will go over to 
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New York tomorrow evening 
& stay a day or two. 
 -28th- 
Went to see Clarke, Chairman 
Jud. Com. Senate, - saw his 
clerk – nothing yet done about 
printing evidence in my case – 
Wrote a letter to him asking 
that my “Answer to Charges” – 
“Reply Brief”, & affidavits - &c. &c. 

Diary 10, 1906 
april28b 

be printed.  Wrote another 
letter to the Atty. Genl. in favor 
of commuting sentence of 
Joseph Notti.  Called on 
Genl. Humphrey, Quartermaster 
Gen. U.S.A. & he gave me an old 
Sharps rifle which he captured 
from the Chinese arsenal at 
Tien Tsen, China. 
     Sulzer telephoned me saying: 
He had just seen the President 
and spent 15 minutes or more 
in discussing my case:  The President 
said he wished me confirmed. 
Sulzer told him about Nelson 
McCumber opposition & President 
said he could send for them & ask 
them to cease their opposition. 
Pres. said that Nelson agreed to do 
so if I carried the Com. & the President 
now looks upon McCumber opposi 
=tion as bad faith on Nelsons part. 
     Went to baseball game 
with Walter Clark, who took 
dinner with me. 

Diary 10, 1906 
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 -29th- 
Saw Senator Piles  & told him what 
Sulzer said about the President 
& Piles will also go to the President 
& urge him to influence McCumber. 
Instead of fighting me McCumber 
ought to be aiding me, because 
in Oct. 1901, at Nome I stood 
between him & ruin.  The Grand 
Jury, at the instigation of Fink, 
intended to indict Noyes, Mc 
Kenzie, McCumber & Hansborough 
- but McGinn & I stopped it. 
- the U.S. Ct. Ct. of App. was then hearing 
the charges against Noyes, et. al. 
for contempt, - the indictment 
against them at Nome was to have 
been for “conspiracy” and the 
Ct. of Appeals in the Contempt 
cases said that there was a 
conspiracy.  But for my active 

efforts the indictments would 
have been returned & McCumber 
ruined – and this is the thanks 
I am getting! 

Diary 10, 1906 
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 -30th- 
As I was walking opposite the Treasury 
Bld. on 15th St. this morning I met 
Vice President Fairbanks and he 
stopped me to inquire how I was getting 
along – he said I was in good shape 
in the Senate, he thought, with more friends 
than ever, - that the only danger was that 
my opponents might talk it over 
from time to time & thus get it over 
the session.  He was friendly & seemed 
to want to encourage me - & did – 
     Dr. Whitehead & I called on Roberts 
Director of the Mint – he promised to 
get Dolliver into line for me. 
    Presented my quarterly act. to 
Mch. 31 including all expenses 
to Washington, hotel bill, printing, 
&c. to the Dept. of Justice for payment 
- they raise some question about the 
printing but seem to concede the rest. 
Got salary for April - $416.66. 
     Matters look pretty good, but 
what a wail it is – I wish I had 
that old square heads thumb between 
my teeth – I’d make him move faster. 

Diary 10, 1906 
april30b 

There is a good editorial in the 
Seattle Post – Intelligencer just 
received headed “Judge Wickersham” 
and commending me, but suggesting 
that I am tactless and skilled in 
the gentle art of making enemies! 
     Also received the Fairbanks News 
in which Barnette – just home – 
in an interview failed to mention 
my name or the question of my 
confirmation, but spoke highly 
of Senator Nelson as a friend 
of Alaska!! and in an editorial 
the News said “God save us from 
such friends.”  Walter Clark was 
inclined to swear at Barnette, but 
I am convinced that Barnette 
did it with the distinct motive to 
mislead the enemy.  If he had “cussed 
up” the Senator, and spoken favorably 
about me – it would now be on 
file with Nelson as evidence against 
me!!  But as it is – well Nelson 
cant use it as evidence, whatever 
he may think about it. 

Diary 10, 1906  -May 1.- 
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may01and02b      Beautiful Mayday – Washington 

is the most beautiful place I ever saw 
now.  Wide streets, stately trees in 
their spring suits, flowers, & spring. 
     Telegraphed McGinn at Fair 
=banks to telegraph me the facts 
about how we prevented the Grand  
Jury from indicting Noyes-McKenzie, 
McCumber & Hansborough at Nome, 
in Oct & Nov. 1901.  I intend to 
inform McCumber that but for 
my interference he, too, would 
have been indicted!! 
 -2nd- 
Recd. telegram from McGinn 
in answer to mine of yesterday – O.K. 
Saw Bailey & Clarke & they 
both said their was little I could 
do except wait – but no day has 
passed since I reached Washing 
=ton that I have not done something 
in aid of my fight.  I was called 
to the Dept. of Justice today & 
informed that my efforts to get 

Diary 10, 1906 
may02b 

Joe. Notti pardoned had succeed 
=ed – that upon my letters the Pres 
=ident today pardoned him & 
instructed the pardon attorney 
- Gordon – to telegraph to the 
U.S. Marshal at Tacoma to release 
him!!  That is a satisfaction 
to me, and an act of justice that 
will have a good effect in Fair 
=banks.  Col. Clay & Capt 
Glover, of the Dept. of Justice also 
asked me to go before the Appro 
=priation Com. of the House with 
them in support of an appropriation 
of $10,000 for a jail at Fairbanks 
- we did not reach that item & 
I am to go in the morning. 
Wrote to Debbie, & also to 
Mr. Ralph.  Birch & Joslin 
will be over from New York in 
a day or two to help me. 
Walter E. Clarke took dinner 
with me. 

Diary 10, 1906 
may03 

 -3rd- 
Spent most of today with Col. 
Clay & Capt. Glover, before the 
House Appro. Com. in aid of an 
appropriation of $25,000. for jails 
at Nome, Fairbanks & Valdez –  
     Walter E. Clarke tells me that 
Sulzer told him that he saw the 
President today & that he said 

that I would be confirmed next 
Tuesday, the 8th – but – 
     I saw Sulzer afterward & he 
said that the President told 
him that he could do nothing with 
Nelson, McCumber or Spooner – 
He also said that McCumber 
would fight me hard & Nelson 
too, and – but Sulzer is a liar! 
     Birch came over tonight & is 
at the Willard.  We will go to 
work through Senator Carter of 
Montana to get a vote on Tuesday 
& let the matter be settled one way 
or the other.  I think we can 
beat them, but I dont know. 

Diary 10, 1906 
may04a 

 -4th- 
Birch took breakfast with me & 
I gave him my telegram asking 
McGinn to give ma a brief statement 
of our effort to prevent the indictment 
of Noyes, McKenzie, McCumber, et. al. 
at Nome in Oct. 1901, & McGinns 
reply of May 1, and he took them 
with him intending to put the case 
squarely before Senator Carter – if it 
appears that McCumber lacks 
every manly quality then I shall not 
hesitate to expose the fact of the 
threatened indictment and my 
service in protecting him to the 
public = Birch reports that he saw 
Carter & the Senator said he would go 
& see McCumber &c.  He took the telegram 
of McGinns & Birch thinks he is earnest 
and will do what can be done – he says 
though, that I am sure to be confirmed 
anyway.  Birch also saw Senator 
Aldrich who told him that he was doing 
& would do all that he could to bring 
about confirmation – and tonight 
I saw Senator Piles - who promised 

Diary 10, 1906 
may04b 

me on Sunday to go and see the 
President – he did so yesterday & 
says he found him very much exas 
=perated at the action of McCumber 
- Piles wanted him to send for Mc 
Cumber and attempt to press him to 
quit  - but the President swore roundly 
that he would not do it, and would not 
talk to him about it even, but would 
now, since I had been formally 
approved by the Judiciary Committee 
reappoint me, if they failed or refused 
to confirm.  He told Piles that he 
had said – unfortunately to Nelson & 
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my enemies, that if the senate did 
not act favorably at this session 
he would not reappoint me – that 
he had done so four times now & that 
in the interests of peace he would not 
again, but “now”, he said, “the Com 
has approved my former four app 
=ointments and his enemies have 
resorted to unfair means, - to filibust 
=ering to defeat him, and by God 
I intend to reappoint him whether 
they confirm him or not, and I 

Diary 10, 1906 
may04c 

will notify them at once of my 
change of mind.”   It seems to 
me that this will leave me in a 
position to go home very soon. 
     Wrote to Debbie tonight & gave 
her the new position of the President 
Piles said that Sulzers story about 
talking to McCumber & Spooner was 
untrue and it seems to have been 
strained to say the least. 
     Had dinner at New Willard 
with Birch tonight – he suggested 
that if I wished to resign next fall 
after they were certain about their 
enterprises in Alaska, they would 
like to have me take charge of 
their legal business.  I told 
him I would be willing to make 
some arrangement on that line. 
     Piles said the President spoke 
strongly and feelingly about the fact that 
I had come on to Washington, and had met 
and answered every charge & won a victory 
from the Judiciary Committee, and now he 
intended to see that I was not mistreated 
by filibustering and unfairness. 

Diary 10, 1906 
may05 

 -5th- 
Joslin had a good talk with 
Dillingham & says he is all right 
 and also Burnham.  Joslin 
is also deeply and suddenly inter 
=ested in the Burleigh scheme to 
get a railroad charter & Congressional 
grant of a right of way - it is 
being urged and likely to be won 
in opposition to Canadian attempts 
to secure advantages in Alaska. 
Joslin sold his bonds for the Tanana 
Mines Ry. at Fairbanks, to English 
Capital and they are threatening his 
situation – I advised him to get 
in and secure part of the good of 
the Burleigh scheme for his road 
& he is at work to see what he wants. 

     E. S. Harrison, newspaper man 
from Nome came in to the Raleigh 
tonight – Major Richardson 
still here – am thinking of going 
over to New York to spend a day or so. 
Recd. my McGinn telegram back 
from Senator Carter. 

Diary 10, 1906 
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 -6th- 
Sunday – nothing much except 
visiting with Falcon Joslin and 
Harrison, also Dr. Whitehead –  
The latter tells me that he saw Rex 
Beach in New York - that he has 
dramatised “The Spoilers.” & that 
Frohman accepted it without 
a change & will stage it, that 
they are now looking for a “Cherry 
Malotte.”  I suggested that they 
might be able to get the original 
Judge “Stittman” – (Noyes), for 
the judge is now out of a job and 
in hard luck.  The “Spoilers” is 
now in its 4th Ed. = 40,000. copies. 
     Have a very bad cold – sore throat 
& am doctoring with cold compress 
& going to bed. 
 -7th- 
Cold better:  Application by Ankeny 
for Hubbards pardon denied. 
Buying photographs of my friends: 
the Pres : Vice Pres : Senators Knox, Bailey 
& others who have been friendly to me. 

Diary 10, 1906 
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 -8th- 
Went to see Senator Clarke 
Ch. of Jud. Com. of the Senate:  He 
said the printing in my matter was 
done – showed me copy – but refused 
to give me a copy.  Said that case 
would not be taken up before end of 
the week – not until the “Railroad Rate 
Bill” was disposed of.  Called on 
Senators Bailey & Gearin - & 
also on Piles & Foraker, but the 
latter were out.  I now think I will 
go over to New York & stay a few days 
- cant do anything here. 
Came over to New York on the 
evening train – met Joslin 
& Judge Dubose – Mr. Ralph 
not in town – am at Waldorf Astoria. 
 -9th- 
Breakfast with Judge Dubose 
& Whitehead at Waldorf-Astoria 
Went down town after lunch 
& called on Birch & Schultz – 
45. Bd. & went with Birch & 
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met Dan. Guggenheimer 
Diary 10, 1906 
may09b 

of the Copper Trust – who is 
going to Alaska this summer 
- I urged him to go into Fairbanks 
but he said he could not spare 
the time.  Also met Mr. Steele, 
their general counsel, who is 
brother to Mr. Steele of Morgans 
Guggenheimer told me that 
both Senators Elkins & Aldrich 
would look after my confirmation 
     It is singular but true that 
New York reminds me of Puget 
Sound - Tacoma & Seattle – probably 
it is the constant sound of the 
tug & steamer whistles & the 
knowledge that I am on a harbor 
- a trade harbor of the ocean – 
It is a homelike feeling!! 
Took dinner tonight with Mr. A. 
J. Robertson – who is the owner 
of the La Foriche Mine (copper) in Prince 
William Sd. & also owns the St. Andrews 
Hotel at 72nd & Broadway – he is 
just my age – a confirmed bachelor 
& a millionaire. 

Diary 10, 1906 
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 -10th- 
My cold is better today but I took 
a good Turkish bath & rubbed it 
out.  Lunch at Delmonicos 
old place down town, dinner 
with Birch & Mr. Ralph at 
the “Belmont” – a new hotel - & 
went to the Majestic Theater 
to see De Wolf Hopper in 
“Happyland”.  Nothing from 
Washington today. 
     Key Pitman and his wife 
are here – I knew Key at 
Mt. Vernon, Con. where he was 
a poor struggling lawyer & 
also at Nome – he is now 
a wealthy miner from Tonipah 
Nev.   Also met “Tex” Rickard 
at Nome gambler – now from 
Tonipah, - he told me that 
the gamblers at Nome paid 
Richards & Al. Cody *15% 
in all & a greater percentage 
in other games as blackmail. 

Diary 10, 1906 
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He says that he has an account 
book – which he offered to show me – 
giving the items of money which the 
gamblers paid to them for protection – 
Dr. Whitehead is at the “Breslin” 
Hotel. 

 -11th- 
I took a long ride through the Park 
- and out to Grants Tomb, & around 
the upper end of the City to see the 
residences &c. with Mr. Ralph in 
an electric automobile – a fine 
car & a most glorious morning. 
We went to the Museum at 77nd 
St. also – saw Schwats new house 
     After lunch, alone, I visited 
the last river water front in a 
cab, - saw Blackwells Is. – the 
Piers for the new Brooklyn Bridge 
- then took the elevated road & 
went out to 155th St. & across to 
Harlem.  Tonight went to the 
theater with Mr. Ralph & Birch 
& saw Sam Bernard play the 
“Rollicking Girl”.  Mr Ralph 
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sends Mrs W  a handsome comb 
& a bracelet.  Told me tonight 
that Havemyer received telegram 
from Senator Elkins son yesterday 
saying that I would be confirmed 
- but, Oh Lord, when? 
 -12- 
Spent the forenoon with Mr. Wilber 
=force Eames, Librarian, Lenox 
Lib. talking & looking at “Americana” 
A splendid mass of early history. 
This afternoon went to Harper Bros 
No 14, West 22nd St. & bot a 
few books – and “Bibliographies” 
Met Capt. hall, formerly of 
tugs at Tacoma: Tex Ricard, 
Dubose, &c. &c. Joslin took 
breakfast with me. 
 -13- 
Rode up 5th Ave to Central Park – 
by Grants tomb – on north & across 
Harlem river over Washington Bridge 
- back along north side Harlem River 
to 155th St. thence south along 7th 

Diary 10, 1906 
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or 6th Aven. to the Park & back 
to Waldorf-Astoria – with Mr. Ralph 
in carriage.  Beautiful sunny day 
- park glorious – a thousand equipages 
of every kind out.  Lunch & then 
at 3 oclock started back for 
Washington. 
     Reached Washington at 8:30 
p.m. 
 -14th- 
Recd. good letter from Debbie. 
     Called on Bailey, he signed 
photograph for me, so did 
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Knox & Clarke of Wyo. 
Nothing will be done in my 
matter till the Railroad rate 
bill is off hands. 
     I gave E B Smith $100. 
tonight – he is going into the 
“Standard” – a newspaper 
venture.  Saw Cushman to 
=day – he is tied up with the 
Burleigh crowd in their 
Orca scheme, & damns 
those who oppose them.  Dick 
Ryan is now in a fight with 
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Sen. Nelson who swears that he 
will fight all Alaska legislation 
on my account.  Something 
must hurt the old Norwegian. 
  
-15- 
Spent part of the day at Dept. of 
Justice arranging for the payment 
of the Nushagak & Unalaska jail 
accounts.  Nothing in my cases yet 
- not till the Rate Bill is off hands. 
 -16- 
Nothing doing in my matter. 
     P. C. Sullivan appointed 
U.S. Dist. Atty. for Washington! 
Cushman agreed to go to work 
to poll Senate on my case – 
thinks Dolliver doubtful & I 
have got Major Lacey.  M. C. from 
Iowa to go and see him. 
News today that Senator Gamble 
of S. Dak. has beaten Kittridge 
& his crowd in his fight for 
reelection – hope so, for 
Gamble is friendly to me. 

Diary 10, 1906 
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 -17- 
Smith interviewed Senator Carmack 
today - & reports him all right. 
He has been gone for 2 months & 
is just back.  Sulzer says that 
he has a distinct promise from 
Laliferro[?] of Florida & Dubois 
from Idaho is for me – also 
Heyburn from Idaho is sick 
- he is strongly against me – but – 
Sulzer told me that Penrose of 
Penn. told him that he, now, would 
not only vote for me, but intended 
to say when the matter came up that 
the most determined opposition to 
me had come from the Copper people 
in his state, but that he had fully 
examined into the matter and was 

now satisfied that his friends 
were wrong & that I ought to be 
confirmed.  Dr. Whitehead 
is here & he & Major Lacey 
are at work.  Frank Cushman 
is “working” me, - but I know 
that he is doing nothing & dont 
care a damn! 

Diary 10, 1906 
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 -18th- 
I have my days of doubt and my 
days of victory – and this is one 
of the latter – I really think today 
that I will win out – but what the 
morrow will bring forth I cant tell. 
Major Lacey saw Senators Allison 
& Dolliver & they are both all right. 
I must now look after an organized 
effort about the first of next week! 
     Dr. Whitehead & wife went west 
this afternoon.  John Corson of 
Nome & Seattle is here with a Maine 
“bunch” fighting Judge Reed, of 
Nome – Commissioner at Nome. 
Will let them fight him – I dont 
care for he and every friend he had 
went off with Richards & Sullivan 
& against me.  It is apparent 
from what Cushman says to me 
that Claypool has been exerting 
his most malicious influences 
against me & that it has had 
some effect – I wont do a 
thing to that ungrateful hound!! 

Diary 10, 1906 
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 -19th- 
Called on Senator Burkett 
of Nebraska this morning & as 
soon as he knew who I was he 
said:  “Oh, you are judge Wickersham 
I am glad to meet you – yes that” 
(letter)” is from J Harlan.  Well 
I dont care about him.  Mr. Lacey 
talked to me about you and your 
case – the Senators from North 
Dakota are on your back. 
Well, you dont need to talk 
to me.  I am for you, and will 
do all I can to help you, good 
morning”.  He was very kind 
and I am sure of him. 
     Called on Senator Carmack 
of Tenn. who frankly said 
about the same – and that 
means that both Senators from  
Tenn. and  Neb. will be all 
right – 4 votes.  Also met 
Senator Hopkins from Ill 

- 34 - 



Alaska State Library – Historical Collections   Diary of James Wickersham 
MS 107 Diary 10            Dec. 4, 1905 Through June 22, 1906. 

who promised me his assistance 
 Hot weather!! 
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 -20th- 
Sunday & a beautiful day 
but I felt homesick & unhappy. 
Nothing doing, Geo. V. Borchsenius[?] 
- Ex Clerk. U.S. Dist. Ct. at Nome 
is here – and I wonder why? 
 -12- 
Called to see Senator Foraker 
but he was not in – saw Sen- 
Piles & Hemenway & both 
promised to see Foraker 
& organize effort to get my 
case up in Executive Session 
     This afternoon I went to see 
Solicitor Genl. Henry M. Hoyt, 
and told him that I now thought 
of going home – that I could 
see nothing more to do and that I 
had now been here 4 months & felt 
that my own self respect compelled 
me to go home.  He opposed such 
action – said that if I left my 
enemies would spring some new 
lie to my injury and that it was 
now an executive and departmental 
fight and that the President would 
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not want me to go – he repeated 
that the President having appointed 
& reappointed me – four times was 
bound to see me confirmed & that 
I owed it to the President to stay 
& fight – His statement was so 
forceful that I could not refuse 
& told him I would remain until 
next Monday anyway. 
     while I was talking to him Mr. 
Kratz, Sec. to the Atty. Genl. came in & 
said that the Atty. Genl. had concluded 
that my expenses to Washington could 
not be paid , since he took the view 
that I was merely defending myself 
from personal attack.  I answered 
that every attack upon me came from 
the performance of my official duty, 
that the principal charges were the 
outgrowth of decisions as judge – 
and that I thought that not only 
had the Dept. of Justice the power but 
that it was its duty to assist me 
in defending the action of the 
court, since my actions had 
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been examined & approved by 
the Atty. Genl. and the President 
before my reappointment.  Hoyt 

distinctly agreed with me, and after 
Kratz had gone out quite plainly 
intimated that the opinion was that 
of Kratz & not the Atty Genl and 
advised me to contest the matter 
further.  I saw Mr. Kratz again 
& asked to see the Atty. Genl. personally 
& will go tomorrow for that purpose. 
     Met Senator Allee of Del. 
tonight – we talked of Dr. Boyle 
of Valdez, & the Senator was very 
kind & will support me for confirmation 
He told me that he had heard Senator 
Knox speak very highly of me, - so 
very flattering, indeed, that he was 
anxious to meet me:  That Knox said 
I was the best judge in Alaska &c. 
 -22- 
Senator Patterson of Colorado 
has returned to the city – I am 
delighted because he is one of 
my strongest friends – nothing 
done today – Wrote to Debbie. 
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 -23rd- 
The Atty. Genl. again informs me 
that he will not allow my expense 
account while here defending myself 
against the fight being made on me 
because of my decisions in Alaska. 
I suggested that every charge against 
me had been previously investigated by the 
Dept. of Justice and that the decision 
was in my favor – that the President 
had approved the findings and reappoint 
=ed me – not once but four times – 
and that I was not so much defending 
myself as the court and the adminis 
=tration of law in Alaska, - & that 
the greater part of my effort was an 
answer in support of decisions 
and a reply to Senator Nelsons 
 briefs on the law involved in the case 
of Nelson v Meehan, - but he 
stands firm & wont pay.  I intend 
to let the matter rest, and if I am 
confirmed take it up again & 
show that Noyes & Grigsbys 
expenses were paid through they 
were removed for cause by the Dept. 
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I shall certainly resign after a 
short time, in case I am confirmed, 
if these accounts are not paid. 
Its enough to give my time and strength 
to the support and establishment of 
law and justice in Alaska without 
paying my own expenses while doing 
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so. 
 
[newspaper clipping:] 
“FIRE AT FAIRBANKS, ALASKA. 
Business Section Wiped Out – Food 
 Supply in Jeopardy. 
  SEATTLE, Wash., May 23.-A dispatch 
to the Post Intelligencer says that the en- 
tire business section of the town of Fair- 
banks, Alaska, was destroyed by fire which 
started in the Fairbanks building, a three- 
story frame structure, yesterday.  Details 
of the disaster are meager, but it is feared 
that the food supply of the town has been 
destroyed and great suffering may result. 
  Nothing was left standing in the section 
lying between the water front and 3d ave- 
nue, and Stacey and Turner streets.  The 
work of the fire fighters was centered in the 
block of warehouses owned by the Northern 
Commercial Company, in order to protect 
the food supply of the town, and the result 
is still in doubt. 
  The loss is estimated at a million dollars, 
and it is announced that the heavier busi- 
ness interests of the town are already plan- 
ning to rebuild.  No lives were lost.” 
 
This means that the Apple building 
- Mrs. Cards restaurant & Miss              . 
building as well as the News building 
all of which I own – are burned – 
and that my rents of $400 a mo. 
are cut off.  Well, let the tail go 
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with the hide.    Gov. McGraw is 
back in Washington & promises me to 
see Senator Spooner tomorrow – while 
Borchsenius, the ex-Clerk from Nome 
is here and will see La Follette. 
 -24th- 
I learned this morning certainly 
that the Fairbanks Court House & 
Jail were burned, so I went to the Dept. 
of Justice early & got Genl. Clay – 
the general agent, interested, and we 
prepared maps, letters, &c. & saw 
Tawney, Ch. House Com. on Appro. 
& he agreed to put into the Sundry 
Civil App. bill an item for court 
house of $15,000 – the item for a 
jail being already in.  It took us 
nearly all day – but a good days work. 
     Also saw Senator Piles – he told 
me that my matter was up one day this 
week but went over till Saturday 
or Monday – on “Senatorial Courtesy” 

but that on either Sat. or Mon. it 
would be settled.  Also saw Foraker 
who told me he was busy, but had 
let it go over as a measure of discretion. 
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Met Senator Clark of Montana 
tonight & had long and interesting 
talk with him about Alaska – he 
seems to me to be a good man. 
     Sent Stier telegram saying: 
“Twenty five thousand dollars appropriation 
guaranteed today rebuilding courthouse 
and jail.” 
Tonight received telegram from 
him saying records saved, and 
needed $60,000. to rebuild. 
Also telegram from Mrs. E. Monroe 
saying that if I could extend lease 
= “Will rebuild if you extend lease 
one more year, burned out completely.” 
 -25- 
Sent answer to Mrs. E. Monroe 
“Offer accepted lease extended 
one year rent two hundred and 
fifty dollars monthly.”  Called to 
see Senator Ankeny – he was out. 
Talked with Statler, his secretary 
who advised me not to talk with 
the Senator but said he would do it. 
Just then the Senator came in and I 
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began to talk with him about the 
loss of Fairbanks – the appropriation 
for court house & the Hubbards case. 
Statler went out & in a few minutes 
in came Senator Piles, who seemed 
to know I was there & at once began 
to ask Ankeny if we were talking 
about my confirmation &c. and said 
“Will Senator you are going to vote 
for Wickersham – of course – you 
told me you would,” and went on to 
crowd Ankeny hard insisting on 
his voting for me.  Ankeny was 
evidently embarrassed and showed 
some little spirit in criticising 
Sullivan for getting him to oppose 
me and now insisting that he vote 
for me.  The discussion continued 
for a few minutes – Ankeny did not 
finally say he would vote for me 
but only that he would do the right 
thing or something of that kind. 
He will not vote for me and the 
best I can hope for is that he 
wont vote against me.  During 
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the conversation Piles said that 
Senator Flint of Cal. was going 
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to vote for me at the request of the 
judges of the Circuit Court of Appeals 
at S. F. – that Judge Ross had 
spoken highly of me and asked him 
to support me. 
     Walked down town this morning 
with Senator Reed Smoot, the Mor 
=mon, from Utah, who told me that 
he intended to vote for me – and he 
also said that he would win out in 
the contest urged against him – to 
remove him because he is a Mormon. 
     Took dinner this evening with Mr & 
Mrs. T. A. Wickersham & their son 
at the “Sherman”.  She is a fine woman 
- a Christian Scientist, and a woman 
of strong character.  They have fine 
apartments – he is the agent & general 
real estate manager for Thos. F. Walsh,  
the millionaire miner from Colorado 
- where they lived for many years. 
He is of the Ohio branch of the family, 
- about 50 years old and a fine 
business man & a good fellow. 
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They tell me that Senator Clapp, of 
Minn. is not unfriendly to me, & that 
Dillingham is all right. 
 -26th- 
Called & saw Senator Hemenway 
- no Senate today.  I think my 
matter will come up Monday & I 
am to get  my friends there - & that 
is all I can see to do.  I have 
not neglected anything that I 
can see will aid me. I could 
have personally interviewed more 
Senators – but I dont think that 
would have assisted – in fact my 
judgment has suggested  - & I 
have acted accordingly – that I 
keep as much out of the sight of 
senators as possible.  So 
that if I am defeated I have done 
the best I could. 
 24th- 
Nothing:  Visited the Congressional Library 
- looked up genealogy of Wickersham 
family – inspected prints, books & 
called & talked with Sulzer, M. C. 
about tomorrows effort, he feels confid 
ent, - says confirmation, &c. but - 
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 -28th- 
Called on Senators Gearin, Bailey 
Hemenway.  Baily asked me to write 
him a short letter & give him a copy 
of my “Answer to Charges” to show that 

I had not seen original charges & did 
not (do not) know names of accusers. 
Also called & had a very pleasant 
interview with Senator Callom of 
Ill. who told me that had been working 
for me & would continue to do so. 
Spent portion of afternoon with 
Dept. of Justice preparing requisition. 
 -29th- 
All forenoon in Dept. of Justice prep 
=aring requisition for furniture & 
other supplies for court house at 
Fairbanks.  Sent telegram to W. H. 
Parson, Fairbanks, in answer to his 
offer, saying that Dept. said the 
courthouse block could not be sold. 
     The Attorney General (at the 
suggestion of Col. Cecil Clay; 
General Agent, Dept of Justice). 
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today wrote personal letter to 
Senator Clarke, Ch. of Judiciary 
Com. Senate, asking that my 
confirmation be acted on promptly 
on account of fire at Fairbanks 
& immediate necessity for court. 
     Finished requisitions for all 
supplies, & for furniture for courthouse 
at Fairbanks – sent my books 
- Americana, purchased in New York 
& at Lowdermilks, in Wash. home by 
mail – Am ready to go home now 
on a few hours notice – Walter E. 
Clark took lunch with me & went 
to New York to arrange for a trip to 
Alaska – if he can so arrange it. 
     Judge Neville, from Mississippi 
has become my friend & today had a 
talk with Senator Money, of Miss. 
who told him that he thought I was 
being persecuted – that a lawyer by the 
name of Scott, met me in Alaska 
& being nicely treated formed a high 
opinion &c. and had already spoken 
to Sen. Money, about me.  Neville says 
Sen. Money is my fighting friend! 
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 -30th- 
Decoration Day, and no session. 
Recd telegram from Joslin & he came 
on from New York tonight to urge the 
sale of the Courthouse block in 
Fairbanks to his bank.  I took him 
out to see Genl. Cecil Clay, the Genl. 
Agt. of the Dept. of Justice, who soon 
convinced him that (1) It would sign in 
a Special Act of Congress (2) which could 
not be had before next winter (3) and that 
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would kill the present appropriations 
for courthouse & jail &c. &c. in short 
that it could not be done.  Joslin 
will go back to N.Y. tonight satisfied 
that it is utterly impracticable to even 
urge the matter. 
     Recd. copy of “Confidential. Ex. Doc. 
No 7.” being the secret dosier in my 
case printed by Sen. Nelson, this evening 
from Sulzer.  Also saw him – it does 
not add much if anything to the fight, 
but gives me a list of the witnesses 
against me – the prominent one 
being Bion A. Dodge. 
Recd. letter from Debbie. 
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 -31st- 
First Days Fight.   My case 
was launched in the Senate today 
at 2 oclock and fought until 6 
- for four hours my character, habits, 
fitness, and judicial ability was the 
storm center.  When executive session 
was called for at 2 oclock Nelson & 
my enemies fought to prevent it, but 
lost.  Then they began to attack 
me.  Nelson, Pettus & McCumber 
attacked – Piles, Hemenway, 
Bailey & Foraker defended. 
It was not settled at 6 oclock 
and will come up again tomorrow. 
Bailey has been requested to take 
up my defence in the case of Nelson 
v. Meehan, & I am to go up in the 
morning and give him the authorities. 
Piles says he is satisfied that we 
will win without a dozen votes against 
us, - but – well I wont quit until I 
am out of the woods.  I am greatly 
moved by the strong friends who are 
coming to my support, - from 
most unexpected quarters. 
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[newspaper clipping:] 
  “It is not likely that any time will be de- 
voted by the Senate in executive session to 
the nomination of Mr. Benjamin F. Barnes 
as postmaster at Washington.  The Senate 
went into executive session at 2 o’clock. 
The entire time was taken up on the nomi- 
nation of Mr. Wickersham to be a judge of 
a judicial district in Alaska.” 
 
Went to Navy Dept. & ascertained 
that the “Tacoma” will not reach 
Norfolk from the Mediteranian 
before June 15. which will in 
all probability prevent me from 

seeing Darrell this trip. 
Senator Piles made a special 
& strong speech for me today on 
the old Brantner charges & thinks 
he convinced the Senators that I was 
more sinned against than sinning 
This places me under many obliga 
=tions to him which I can never 
fully repay, but Ankeny left the 
Senate and abandoned me – still 
that is about all he can do, on account 
of his former attacks on me. 
 -June 1st- 
Second Days Battle.  I seem 
to be up against the Filibusters 
McCumber told one of my friends 
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today that if it came to a vote 
I would be sure to be confirmed 
as the Sugar Trust was for me!! 
He also said that he did not 
intend to let it come to a vote, & 
that they intended to talk it to 
death.   On the other hand Senator 
Piles, Foraker & Bailey tell me 
that we have them beaten by a 
big majority – It seems that on 
yesterday they had regular row. 
Senator Hemenway accused Nelson 
of packing the Com. on me & it took 
Nelson an hour to explain how he 
came on the Com. & then his explana 
=tion was not a good one.  Nelson 
begged Hemenway not to attack 
him since if it got out it would 
do him great harm.  Senator 
Foraker told me today that Piles 
completely destroyed the woman story 
in his speech yesterday.   I gave 
Senator Bailey a short outline 
& the books to use in his speech 
in explanation of the charge in re. 
Nelson v. Meehan case, & also 
prepared a statement at Forakers 
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for use in a new charge that McCumber 
is pressing that I did wrong in finding 
Richards guilty of jury fixing at Nome. 
     Senate went into Ex. session 
from 3 to 6 today & fought over me 
- not finished.  Senator Foraker 
said that he intended to call it up 
everyday & makes my enemies 
talk – when they quit he will move 
for a vote & compel them to talk 
again & thus keep them talking 
or make them vote.  He says we 
will have a big majority. 
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[newspaper clipping:] 
“Judge Wickersham’s Nomination. 
  Most of the executive session of the Sen 
ate yesterday afternoon was devoted to con- 
sideration of the nomination of Judge 
James Wickersham to be judge of the 
United States court for the district of 
Alaska, but he was not confirmed.   The 
charges against him, which have prevented 
confirmation for three years, were urged 
strongly by Senators McCumber, Hans- 
brough, Nelson, Teller, Pettus and a num- 
ber of others.  He was defended by Sen= 
ators Foraker, Dillingham, Bailey, Culber- 
son and others.  No vote was had, nor did 
it appear that one is imminent.  He is serv- 
ing on a recess appointment.” 
 
Teller is not against me & there 
were not a “number of others” against 
me – just McCumber, Hansborough 
Nelson & Pettus.  Judge Day 
is in the city – he denounces the 
filibustering tactics of my enemies 
as infamous. 
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 -June 2- 
The plan of my enemies is now 
well understood – under the rules 
of the Senate no matter can go to vote 
if any Senator desires to talk, and 
the plan is that McCumber and Nelson 
will talk as long as the Senate consid 
=ers my case.  They can talk, read 
reports, &c. &c. until the Senate adjourns 
and that in spite of the fact that I have 
a large majority of Senators favor 
=able to my confirmation.   And 
that is what they are determined to do. 
     Instead of feeling disappointed 
at this turn of affairs I am pleased 
- next to a confirmation.  It gives 
me the public vindication that I 
desired & puts my enemies in 
the position of unfair politicians. 
Wrote to Debbie & Mr. Ralph 
& explained the situation to them 
& will go to work Monday to try 
to get one of my friends to tie up 
some of their legislation in 
retaliation – until the drop  loose. 
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[newspaper clipping:] 
     “Wickersham’s Case Considered. 
  The Senate in executive session yesterday 
resumed its discussion of the nomination of 
James Wickersham to be judge of the cir- 

cuit court for the district of Alaska.  Op- 
position to confirmation was again led by 
Senators McCumber and Nelson.  After two 
hours’ consideration the Senate was ad- 
journed without action.” 
 
Barnes nomination as Postmaster 
of Washington is also held up by 
Dillman – and it may yet present 
the spectacle of both of us held over 
indefinitely by filibustering! 
 -3rd- 
Sunday- spent the afternoon 
in the Congressional Library looking 
up the 3 Japs. who were cast away 
on Cape Ozette in 1832 – the book 
“The Voyage of the Himmaleh & the 
Morrison” & Perrys Japan Ex. 
contain most of it & I think 
it will make a most attractive 
book or magazine article. 
Judge Neville from Miss. told 
me that sympathy was general & 
growing in  my favor on account 
of my hold up by Senators 
McCumber & Nelson. 
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 -4th- 
Senator Baily told me this morning that 
it was planned that my friends should 
make Nelson & McCumber talk in my 
matter – talk – talk – until they disgusted 
the Senate – while my friends would work 
quietly and out of session.  Senator 
Gorman, of Md. died this morning & the 
Senate held no session today.  I 
prepared a statement today for Baily 
Foraker & Piles, showing Motives of those 
who have complained against me. 
 -5th 
At his request I prepared a statement 
for Senator Bailey explaining the Richards 
Contempt case, which McCumber is 
urging against me – gave Foraker 
copy – Major Lacey called my attention 
to an editorial in this evening “Times” 
Sulzer says Foraker told him that 
McCumber agreed to talk only 
5 hours – but McCumber told Foraker 
6 days, and Nelson 2.  Got my 
friend T. A. Wickersham, of Colorado 
& the representative of Walsh, the 
Colorado mining millionaire & 
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Col. E. B. Smith to work & they say 
they can get the “Washington Post” and the 
“Times” to work for immediate action 
by the Senate & roast Nelson & McCumber 
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The Times editorial “The End of the Funnel” 
after referring to the fact that the Oklahoma 
Statehood Bill, the Rate Bill, the Meat 
Inspection bill &c. are yet pending, said: 
 
[newspaper clipping:] 
  “Thus the big business of the ses- 
sion is jammed in the small end of 
the funnel.  Everything is crowded 
into the last days of a session of 
which everybody is wearied and for 
whose end everybody is anxious.  It 
is a great opportunity for manipu- 
lation and trades.  Back of all these 
features lies the Wickersham Fed- 
eral judgeship case, before the 
Senate in its executive capacity. 
Nothing in years has aroused such 
intensity of feeling in the executive 
sessions as this case, and trades and 
influences otherwise unexplainable 
are accounted for by reference to 
it.” 
 
Sulzer asked Senator Teller {of Colorado} about 
the statement a the paper on the 1st 
that he was opposed to me:  Sen. Teller 
said it was a mistake – that he was 
for me strong and intended to make a 
speech for me if necessary. 
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 -6th- 
Nothing much today – Sulzer says 
things are coming – but I think they’ve 
stopped!!  Nothing new in the newspaper 
line today – except that I am afraid 
of the “Times” – Am afraid that my 
enemies have them loaded for me, 
- but one should’nt borrow trouble – 
its enough when it comes.  Wrote 
to Debbie today – 
 -7th- 
Went over to the “Times” office this morn 
=ing and talked first with Mr. Richardson 
asst. Ed – or City Ed. about the proposed 
attack on me by the Times – he said he 
knew nothing about it – that Mr. E B. 
Smith had spoken to him, but would 
I step over & see Mr. Woolover. 
He introduced me to Mr. W  , a 
dapper young man with positive 
and fixed ideas that I was wrong 
& Nelson & McCumber right – 
said he had talked with both 
of them and had promised Mc 
Cumber that he would not say 
anything about me before Sunday. 
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Had quite a long talk with the 
young man who promised me 
that he would not say anything 
without seeing me in advance. 
- my impression about him is that 
he is already worked up to fight me 
as hard as his paper will allow him. 
Had a short talk with Richardson 
as I came out – he seemed very 
friendly – but I am afraid that 
its a plant against me. 
 -8th- 
Nothing!!  My friends in the Senate 
seem to have quit.  Piles told me this 
morning that I would be confirmed 
sure! but I am satisfied that old 
Nelson is “smoothboring” – he is 
trying his best to get between me 
& Piles & is really having some 
influence on Piles.  Senator Hemen 
=way told me about his row with Nelson 
It seems to have been hot & personal. 
Went out to Cabin John bridge 
with Smith this evening. 
Letter from Debbie.  Darrell ought 
to be in Philadelphia tomorrow. 
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 -9th- 
Nothing:  Wrote a letter to Norman 
Shultz, 45. Broaday, N.Y. stating 
how McCumber & Nelson are fighting 
He will show it to Everybodys Magazine 
& Appletons Booklovers Magazine – which 
published Rex Beach’s Nome Stories. 
I want to get one of them here to 
see Nelson & McCumber - see 
the climax to those stories. 
Darrell will be at Philadelphia 
tomorrow or next day & I am going 
over to see him. 
 -10- 
“Tacoma” is in Philadelphia & I 
must go and see Darrell.  Went 
out & saw Senator Hemenway & ex 
plained some things about my 
defense to him - & stopped & 
told Sen. Piles that I was going to 
Phil.    Took 4 oclock train & Dar 
=rell met me at the “Bellevue – Strat 
=ford Hotel”.  Bless his heart he 
looks just as he did years ago only 
a little more manly.  Staid with me 
till 11 oclock & then back to vessel. 
We had a good visit & home talk. 
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 -11th- 
Went out this morning to the 
“Tacoma”, off League Is. Navy Yard. 
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Lunch with Darrell – met 
Micheal, his classmate, Hanrahan, 
chief engineer, Nav. Officer Mr. Hulme 
- his wife & Phillip, & other officers. 
Darrell seems to be well liked - & 
likes his brother officers.  After lunch 
he came to town with me, & first went 
to the tailor to be measured for clothes. 
We then hired an automobile & went 
riding through Fairmount Park & 
along the Schulkill river – we rode 
for two house & reached the hotel 
just in time for dinner.  After 
dinner we went to Keiths Theatre 
- vaudeville – It was a beautiful 
day – and Darrell certainly enjoy 
=ed it – and so did I.  Bless my 
boy – he is pure gold.  He is anxiously 
looking for tonights mail, for he 
has not heard from his mother –  
except what I told him – since 
he left the Bermudas.  He kissed 
me good night & went back to 
his ship for at 11:30 p.m- 
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 -12 
Spent the day in old book stores – 
“Rosenbachs” & Rhoads – “The Franklin 
Bookshop.”  Bought Rafinesque’s 
“American Nations” “Townsend Narrative” 
& a few others.  Left Phil. at 3:20 
arrived Washington 6:20. 
 -13th- 
Saw Senator Foraker & he shakes 
his head – thinks opposition will 
talk me over the session.  Also told 
me that McCumber was now charging 
that I am responsible for publication 
of “The Looting of Alaska” in Booklovers. 
Also saw Senator Bailey who told me 
that he thought the matter would come up 
- that objection would be made to taking 
up the Barnes case until mine was dis 
-posed of!  This may entangle me in 
politics!  Went up this afternoon & 
saw Solictior Gen. Hoyt. & explained 
things to him.  He says the President 
ought to take hold & will see Sen 
=ator Knox.  But I feel sure 
Knox wont do anything – he is 
warmly for me – but detests polit 
=ical strife – the struggle for place. 
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I telegraphed the Booklovers Mag 
& to Frank D. Arthur & Shultz, N.Y. 
asking them to get statements from the 
Booklovers Mag. saying that I had 
nothing to do with publication 

     Called on Major Lacy, of Iowa, to ask him 
to see Foraker about “Looting of Alaska” story 
& told me that Senator           had seen 
            & asked him to see Lacy & 
have him (Lacey) assist in getting a bill 
reported out of Public Lands Com. of the 
House of which Lacey is Chairman.  Lacy 
told           that he did not feel opposed 
to the bill – but that the Com. did – but that he 
 should say to 
that Hansborough & McCumber were holding 
up my confirmation because I was his 
friend -   returned & told the 
  that McCumber & Hansborough 
could not be appeased & intended to talk 
me out at the end of the session.  “Well”, 
Lacy said “Ill return good for evil & will 
report his bill & he did so against odds 
& with Hansborough present.  However, 
Lacy there asked  to see Senator 
& have them quit – the bill cannot pass 
without Lacys active help & it is a 
matte of great moment to N. Dakota. 
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- it is a bill appropriating a million 
dollars to drainage of the Red river valley. 
- all this happened this afternoon. 
Lacy also told me that Walliver, of the Times 
who threatened to write me up, is from Iowa 
- he is a Cummins striker - & against 
Lacy – therefore for McCumber & Nelson. 
11. p.m. Mrs. Walter E. Clark just called 
my telephone to tell me that they had some 
news at the office – N.Y. Sun – about my case. 
Called up the office & they say that the Senate 
steering Com. today put my case on for one 
of the matters to be voted on & settled before 
the session closes!! 
 -14th- 
Darrell came over this afternoon & 
had dinner with me & Cushman – we 
went to the theatre.  McCumber is 
now charging me with responsibility 
for publication of “Looting of Alaska.” 
Piles is “cock sure” as is Sulzer, but 
Foraker says that I cant get a vote 
this session.  Foraker is a “quitter”. 
A flying machine came into town 
from Luna Park today, circled around 
Wash. Monument, White House & Capitol 
& thence back – no breeze – conditions ideal 
- machine so far a plaything – impracticable. 
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 -15- 
Prepared answer to McCumbers charge 
that I am responsible for publication 
of “The Looters of Alaska.”  Frank D Arthur 
from New York is here – he is trying to get 
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copies of the letters written by the Pennsylvania 
copper gang in opposition to me, for use 
in his litigation against Helm, et. al. 
 -16- 
Ex. Gov. John G. Brady in town! 
More trouble for me.  Nothing today 
in Senate.  Dinner with Harry 
White, of Seattle, who will try to do 
something with Brady.  Arthur also 
worked on it some & will do more from 
New York – he says that Blackburn 
is evidently working with us now. 
 -17- 
Darrell came over & spent part 
of the day with me – we called on the 
Clarks & Miss Dorothy.  It seems 
now that Welliver, the Times man, to 
whom I talked the other day went  
& told McCumber about it & gave 
the most damnable turn to it – told 
McCumber that I wanted him to attack 
McC  the liar!  That was now what I 
wanted – but only to stop attacks on me!! 
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Major Lacey saw me again today – he 
said Hansborough called on him & wanted 
him to get in & work for their North Dakota 
drainage bill – Lacey told him he would not 
do it as long as McCumber attacked me. 
It seems that the Northern Pacific & Great Northern 
R.R.s want it – their attorney called on 
Lacy – who told him the situation – he started 
west to Chicago to see the officials of those 
roads & reported to Lacy today that he 
thought the matter could be arranged in a 
couple of days.  Lacy told me that he 
favored their bill – had already reported 
it favorably from his committee, but that 
no one would be recognized in the house to 
bring up the bill, but Lacy, and that he would 
not do it until they confirmed me.  If that 
club dont fail it may bring some result 
in a few days – nothing but a club 
will bring my confirmation now. 
 -18- 
Saw Foraker – he asked me to rewrite 
my letter about “Looting of Alaska” 
& leave out references to McCumber 
- thought them too pointed!  Did so. 
You cant tell the truth about a Senator 
else he gets mad & says you are attack 
ing him.  Nothing new. 
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 -19th- 
Recd. telephone message from Mr. Alden 
Sen. Forakers clerk & went up to see 
him.  He said the Senator told him 
to say to me that McCumber now 

gave up the charge that I was party 
to the publication of “Looting of Alaska” 
articles, but was furious about the 
charge that I sought to inspire the 
Washington Times to attack him & 
his friends & that Foraker thought it 
hopeless to do anything now in the 
matter as it would only be talked to 
death – “that it was really the Presidents 
fight anyway, and not his.   He 
said the Senator would, of course, bring 
it up if he could – but – no hope, &c. 
Foraker is a quitter : McCumber 
has been working him & Nelson has 
been working Piles & both have quit. 
     I went & saw Col. Boynton, Mgr. 
Assoc. Press, & he told me to go back & 
see Richardson & Welliver of the 
Times – may be McCumber was not 
telling the truth.  I saw Richardson 
the city editor of the Times & he was 
frankly honest & remembered the 
facts just as I did : Welliver 
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was not present & I am to go back 
& see him in the morning – there is 
where the trouble lies – but I am 
surprised that he should repeat  
such a story – its against news 
-paper ethics!!  Richardson is 
all right – now if I can get Welliver 
to tell the simple truth – another 
lie will be nailed – but too late I 
feat to help me out this session. 
     Senator Piles says they had my case 
up again & McCumber fought me on 
the allegation that I had tried to get 
the “Times” to attack him & Piles says 
he was much afraid of the result!! 
What a damned, incompetent 
& miserable mess the Senate is 
as triers of fact!  Secrecy & lying 
are the foundation stones. 
 -20- 
Went to see Welliver & Richardson, the Times 
newspaper men – and to my surprise they 
both agreed at once to make a statement of 
the true facts of our conversation – it seemed 
to me that Richardson had been talking 
seriously about it to Welliver, who wrote 
& signed a statement denying that I 
had ever sought to have him or his paper 
attack McCumber & Richardson O.K. it 
I then prepared a full statement in answer 
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to McCumbers allegations – made 
four type written copies &c.  Gave one to 
Foraker, one to Bailey & another to Piles. 
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The matter did not come up today but 
may at any time.  Bailey told me that 
he though seriously of blocking confirm 
=ations until mine was voted on – he did 
not say positively that he would do so. 
 -21st- 
Nothing, except that Major Lacy has 
failed to work his scheme to press the 
Dakota senators to let go, as I expected 
he would.  Have not learned particulars 
but will in the morning.  Gov. Brady 
& Sheldon Jackson are “knocking.” 
Foraker has practically “flunked” on the 
ground, as Alden, his Sec. said: “It’s the Pres 
=idents fight, not his,” and the N.D. senators 
are pressing that on Foraker hard, 
while Nelson is mollifying Piles by lies. 
 -22 
The morning Post discloses that the 
Barnes, Washington Post matter case 
was put ahead of mine yester 
=day, upon motion of Carter. 
This was done because Senator 
Tillman who is fighting Barnes, 
agreed to present his objections 
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to Barnes & then let it go to a 
vote, but in my case no agreement 
could be reached, except that Nelson 
& McCumber said they intended 
to fight me to the end of time!! 
[sideways, left:] For Continuation of 
this book see Book 
beginning this date. 
[sideways, right:]  “Post”, June 22, 
1906. 
[newspaper clipping:] 
“NO VOTE ON POSTMASTER. 
Senator Tillman Promises Not to Delay 
 Action After To-morrow. 
  No vote was taken in the executive ses- 
sion of the Senate yesterday on the nomi- 
nation of Benjamin F. Barnes as post- 
master of Washington, but on the promise 
of Senator Tillman that after to-morrow 
he would do nothing more to delay the 
vote, it was agreed to take the nomina- 
tion up then and dispose of it. 
  By a vote of 29 to 17 the Senate in ex- 
ecutive session displaced the nomination 
of James Wickersham to be judge of a 
United States District court in Alaska, 
and gave preference to the Barnes’ nomi- 
nation.  The Wickersham case was dis- 
cussed without a conclusion being reached. 
It is doubtful, in view of the action of 
the Senate yesterday, whether this nomi- 

nation will be voted on at all at this  
session.” 
 
Major Lacey has been trying for 
some days to get the N.P. Ry & G. N. Ry.  
interests to force McCumber to quit 
but so far without avail.  He tells 
me that a Mr. Carroll, an attorney 
from St Louis, and an atty. for the N.P. 
went to Chicago to see Pres. Elliott 
of the N.P. who was very much incensed 
at McCumbers bull headedness, but 
could do nothing, as J. J. Hill, of the 
Great Northern is the North Dakota boss. 
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Mary had a little watch 
But she swallowed it one day. 
And then she ate some cascarets 
To pass the time away. 
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Feb. 7, 1907. 
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[photo caption:]    
“ALEXANDER MCKENZIE 
Receiver extraordinary in most of the disputed claims cases at Nome.” 
 
This is the “Boss” who kept the fight 
up on my confirmation for so long. 
  J. W.- 
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 -June 22, 1906. 
Hill, of the G. N. Ry. is the boss of the 
McKenzie-North Dakota Apaches 
who are fighting me & he is now 
in Labrador, out of reach of the 
telegraph or other communication. 
     Major Lacy went to see the Pres. 
=ident this morning & told him 
the situation.  The President said 
that he would be in office for two 
years and more, and that I 
should remain Judge in Alaska 
that long, anyway:  that he had 
great regard for me – that I was 
- or am - the best territorial judge 
in our territories and that he 
intended to support me to the end. 
He, however, referred to my remaining 
here so long & to my visit to the 
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newspaper – the Times story. 
He has evidently been talked to 
by some of my enemies, and is 
not conversant with the true facts. 
     I also went to see Senator 
Foraker.  He asked his clerks to 
vacate the office so that we could 
talk freely.  He told me that some 
days ago, becoming convinced that 
McCumber would talk the case over 
the session, he wrote a letter to the 
Atty. Genl. in answer to the letter 
from the Atty. Genl. to the Senate urging 
action in my case, saying that he 
was satisfied that it could not 
be brought to a vote ; that he consid 
=ered it his duty to so inform the 
Atty Genl. so that he might call it 
to the attention of the President 
in time to permit him to withdraw 
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my name and present that 
of a successor if he so desired. 
He said that he received a reply 
from the Atty Genl. saying that he 
had submitted the matter to the 
President who had informed 
him that he did not desire to with 

=draw my name: that he considered 
me a good man and that he would 
not only not present another 
name but would reappoint me, 
if the Senate failed to confirm. 
Foraker resented the tone of the 
letter toward himself, declaring 
it to be “bumtious” – but said  
that it was flattering to me. 
He also told me that the 
matter came up yesterday 
in Ex. session, and that the 
motion to displace me with 
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the Barnes case was voted 
by the administration men & 
he denounced them for it.  He 
expressed himself as very friendly 
to me, said that he had done all 
he could to secure my confirm 
=ation and regretted that it had 
failed.  Senator Foraker 
also told me this:  That prior 
to his appointment on the sub committee 
& prior to meeting me at the hearing 
on Feb. 20, he was prejudiced against 
me by the statements of Nelson & Pettus 
& that only on meeting me at that hearing 
& hearing my statements &c. did he 
have the least suspicion that they 
were trying to mislead him.  He made 
it perfectly clear to me that he 
was prejudiced, and would have 
even signed a report against 
me, before that hearing.  This 
did not mean as much to him as 
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it did to me, since it shows me 
conclusively that Nelson & others 
“packed” the jury” on me solidly, 
- all three members of the subcom 
=mittee were known in advance 
to be against me – and yet with 
that start, and a secret session 
- secret records and all, they 
failed to down me!!  Well I had 
some pretty good friends. 
     Walter E. Clark met Senator 
Spooner coming out of the White 
House today & said to him:  “Well, 
they are not going to confirm Wickersham 
are they?”  and the Senator replied, 
“No, it is better to let it go over & 
let the President reappoint him.” 
“Yes” Walter said, “if he will do it, 
- will he?” & Spooner answered 
“Yes, of course.”  So even he 

Diary 11, 1906 is friendly and informed. 
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june22f The “Star” this evening said: 

[newspaper clipping:] 
“WICKERSHAM AND BARNES.  
Two Nominations That Were Discuss- 
 ed Without Action. 
  Two contested nominations were before 
the Senate yesterday afternoon in execu- 
tive session.  They were Benjamin F.  
Barnes, assistant secretary to President 
Roosevelt, and named for postmaster of this 
city, and James Wickersham, to be judge 
of the United States court for the district 
of Alaska. 
  There was an understanding that a vote 
would be taken on the Barnes nomination, 
but the Wickersham case was first on the 
calendar.  Senator Carter moved to displace 
the Wickersham case, and this was done by 
a vote of 29 to 17. 
  By this time it was so late that it ap- 
peared that a vote could not be had with- 
out a night session, and by agreement the 
case went over until 3 o’clock Saturday. 
  After this agreement was reached the 
Wickersham case was taken up again and 
an unavailing effort was made by Senators 
Foraker and Bailey to get a vote.” 
 
I bought a new trunk & am prepar 
=ing to go home on Monday – but 
I must see Solicitor Genl. Hoyt, 
first, about the terms of court at 
Valdez & Fairbanks , and I want 
Senators Piles & Hemenway to 
see the President.  I dont 
intend to go as long as there is 
a fight on.  Late tonight I 
received in the mail from Senator 
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Forakers secretary a copy of 
the Atty. Genls. letter which Foraker 
considered “bumtious”.  It is as follows 
“Department of Justice, Office of the 
Attorney General, Washington D.C. 
  June 21, 1906. 
“Confidential. 
“My dear Senator:  I have brought to the 
attention of the President your confidential 
letter of the 19th instant in regard to the 
nomination of Judge Wickersham, now 
pending in the Senate.  The President believes 
strongly that Judge Wickersham has been 
one of the best of our Territorial judges and 
has displayed courage, integrity and 
high judicial qualities in his office.  He 
earnestly hopes that the nomination, 
which he conceives to be the best possible, 

will be confirmed.  Of course, if the Senate 
should vote adversely upon the confirmation 
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“the President would make another 
“nomination, but only in that case.  It 
“is his purpose, until the nomination is 
“acted upon, to continue Judge Wickersham 
“in his present position by recess appointment. 
  Very truly yours, 
   W. H. Moody. 
“Hon Joseph B. Foraker. 
“     United States Senate.” 
I am almost prouder of that letter 
than I would be of the confirmation 
- certainly, of a perfunctory one. 
The President also said to Major Lacey 
this morning, “I will be President 
for 2 years & {8} 4 months - & Judge 
Wickersham will certainly be 
judge in Alaska for that time.” 
That all sounds pretty good 
to me, and compensates for my 
struggle & long wait. 

Diary 11, 1906 
june23 

 -June 23rd- 
Heard but little – heard that Mc 
Cumber had affidavits from Welliver 
saying that in my interview with him I 
referred to the May Booklovers “Looting 
of Alaska” saying “that shows you the kind 
of a man – (or men) – that is (or are) fighting 
me.” &c.  Well, what of it? 
Foraker promised me the original 
letter from the Atty. Genl. to him but have 
not yet received it.  This evening just 
before closing office the secretary of 
the Atty. Genl. telephoned asking me 
to call & see him on Monday morning. 
Getting packed up ready to go 
home on Monday, or Tuesday. 
Major Lacy says the President told 
him I should remain judge for 2 
years & 4 mo – whether the Senate 
confirmed me or not - but I think 
he would not reappoint me if they 
rejected the nomination.  I certainly 
would’nt serve if he did. 
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 June 24. Sunday 
Received telegram from Henderson. 
Dep. Clk. Fairbanks, this morning saying: 
“Reliable news from Washington that 
Roosevelt yields to Senator Nelson. 
Can we do anything”?  Henderson 
is the only one of my appointees who 
has taken the slightest notice of my 
fight or given me the least warning 
or assistance.  I suppose now 
they are telegraphing to Fairbanks 
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for more assistance – of for protests 
to the Pres. – no one can tell what 
they are doing since they are both 
shrewd & unscrupulous. 
Have just had talk with Senator 
Piles; he says Foraker suggested 
to McCumber that my case go over 
till next session – McCumber 
evidently thought it was loaded & 
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wouldnt agree to anything! 
Piles says a person who is friendly 
to the opposition told him that they 
were now talking of a new “dis 
=covery” – viz: That Jarvis, Clark, 
Richardson & I are in a conspiracy 
to graft things in Alaska &c. 
& they have some story of a meeting 
in the New Willard last winter at 
which Jarvis & Richardson had 
a row, - it is not said that I was 
present.  (I guess that Piles 
got that story from D. A. McKenzie) 
Piles wouldnt tell me) – 
 -25- 
Went to the Dept. of Justice 
 - saw the Atty. Genl.  In his 
He said that the President & 
he thought nothing more could 
be done at this session in my 
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case, - that the President intend 
=ed to reappoint me, so they 
thought it would be better for me 
to go at once to Fairbanks 
& convene court. 
     I suggested to him that as 
I intended to make a change in 
the office of clerk I wished he 
would talk with the President 
& suggest a good man whom 
both knew.  He asked the salary 
& promised to talk with the 
President about it. 
     I then went over to the White 
House & sent in my card to 
Mr. Wm Loeb, the Presidents private 
secretary.  When, after half hours 
wating I was admitted I told 
him I wished to see the President. 
He passed into the Presidents office 
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& the President came out & 
as he grasped my hand he gave 
me one of those famous smiles 
& began:  “Well, Judge Wickersham 
I want you to go back to Alaska  
and continue as judge.  Dont 
talk to newspaper men nor to 

anyone else – dont do anything 
except attend to your duties as 
judge.  Dont let Senators hear 
a thing from you – facts of 
conversations are often distorted. 
I will be President yet for two 
years and eight months & 
Ill support you that long. 
You can depend upon me to 
stay by you that long – go to 
work.  Good day”, & with 
another hand shake & a 
smile he was gone. 

Diary 11, 1906 
june25d 

This is only the substance 
of a much longer monologue 
which he delivered while his 
strong eagle eye looked into  
mine.  I feel sure, now,  
of my position with him, 
& of his fighting support. 
I am now ready to believe that he 
told Major Lacey that he would 
keep me in office for the balance 
of his term without regard to what 
the Senate said.  He is certainly 
my friend & supporter, & it 
will take more positive proofs 
of my defects than my enemies 
now have to change him.  He is, 
it seems to me, prejudiced in my 
favor, and against my enemies 
all of whom, thanks to my lucky star, 
are now fighting the administration. 
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Of course, after what both he 
& the Atty Genl. said I must go 
home - & it is the greatest relief 
imaginable.  If the Senate does 
not reject my confirmation this sess 
=ion, but passes it over, and he 
reappoints me, my case then becomes 
a strictly Roosevelt administration 
fight, and I can view it with quite 
a different feeling from what I have 
heretofore had. 
     This afternoon I spent in the 
Dept. of Justice arranging the 
details of handling the appropri 
=ation for rebuilding the Fairbanks 
Courthouse & jail.  Also insisted 
upon are examiner from the Dept 
of Justice visiting my district 
& checking up the offices. 
Also procured a telegram to be 
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sent to Judge Gunnison ask 
=ing him to go to Valdez & hold 
the term of court there.  Also 
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telegraphed to Stier, Clerk, 
Fairbanks, calling a term of 
court there for July 30! 
     I sent a fine copy of a photo 
{of the President} 
up to Sec. Loeb, this afternoon with 
the request that he sign it & it 
was returned – below his picture 
the President had written: 
“To Judge James Wickersham 
“with the best wishes of 
“ Theodore Roosevelt. 
“ June 25, 1906. 
I am very greatly pleased with my 
days success with the President. 
     Some days ago I left a copy 
of a photo with the Secretary of 
the Vice President Fairbanks 
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On sending for it I received the 
following note from his secretary. 
“My dear Sir:  The Vice President has 
“autographed the photograph as 
“requested and also one for you 
“personally.  He expressed a 
“wish to see you before you left 
“the city.  Very truly, 
“ Russell King, secretary. 
The two photos are large & fine 
ones and on one there are the 
following sentiments: 
“Judge Wickersham, with 
“the cordial regards of his 
friend, Charles W. Fairbanks: 
 and on the other, 
“With all good wishes for the 
future prosperity, greatness 
& strength of Alaska. 
 Charles W. Fairbanks. 
  June 23, 1906. 
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After dinner took carriage & 
went out & called on the Clarks, 
and then called on Mrs. Fairbanks 
& Mr. & Mrs. Timmons, her daughter 
& husband.  Timmons is a lieutenant 
in the Navy – grad. of Annapolis, 
and a fine fellow.  Missed the 
Vice Pres. and went to Capitol 
but the Senate was in session 
grinding – so did not see him. 
 -26th- 
Left Washington on the early 
train – Baltimore – Harrisburg 
Pittsburg, where I took dinner 
at the Ft[?] Pitt Hotel and reached 
Chicago on the morning of the 
 -27th- 

Called on Mr. A. C. Frost, of the 
Alaska Cent. – lunch with him 
at the “Midday Club.” - Met 
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Col. James Hamilton Lewis, 
who made his usual pitiful 
talk about his influence with 
Moody, Atty. Genl. & the President 
resulting from acquaintance during 
their service in the Spanish War!! 
- in which poor J. H. L. did not serve. 
He was profusely friendly & asked 
me if I had transportation to 
Seattle – told him on – he offered 
to get it – but I declined.  But 
at lunch Frost also saw asked 
the question & finding that I had 
none at once instructed his 
Sec. to get it – but said I must 
wait till tomorrow - & I said 
I would do so – it would save 
me nearly $100.  Could not 
get a room at “Auditorium” but 
succeed at the “Annex.” 
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 -28- 
Bot some Americana at 
McChergs.  Took an automobile 
ride out along the north side 
got my transportation from Mr. 
Frost & left Chicago at 6:30 
for home. Frost sent me a box of fine 
cigars with the transportation. 
 -29th- 
St Paul this morning early – 
Breakfast at the Ryan & then 
called at the West Pub. Co. about 
2nd Alaska.  They assured 
me that they were ready to publish 
& would guarantee to get it out  
by Dec 1.    Met Harry Foster 
- John Snyder on the N. P. 
going west with me.  Have 
heard nothing from Washington 
since leaving there.  It is a 
beautiful, cool day - 
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 -30- 
Montana - - - 
 -July 1st 
Reached Tacoma this even 
=ing at 8:30    Debbie well. 
Has been at The Sands Hotel 
all winter & I go there too. 
 -July 2nd 
Busy with correspondence 
&. George and Notti here 
Telegraphed Frank Morse, 
Olympia, for Matt, Piles address 
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- Aberdeen.  Am to meet my 
land clearer tomorrow & others 
at Reids office.  Sent for  mother 
to come down – to try & settle 
her land matter with Power Co. 
 3rd 
Mother came down today 
- have telegraphed Hardin 
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Debbie & I are at the “Sands,” 
trying to get packed & ready 
to go to Alaska.  Went out 
with Glaser & Charlie Peterson 
& examined the clearing on my 
70 acres & finding it fairly 
satisfactory I paid the balance 
due on the clearing contract. 
 -July 4th- 
Parades – noises – crowds –  
patriotism – boys – noise! 
Nothing yet from Washington 
Deposited 2 mo. salary & checks 
amounting to $1100 & odd 
dollars, - drew $500 – leaving 
a balance – with Debbies $200. 
of about $2000. in Nat. Bank 
of Com. 
 -July 5th- 
We go over to Seattle tonight 
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& to Alaska tomorrow 
on the Str. “Dolphin.” 
Met Johansen & his bride 
& took dinner with them.  Also 
Dick Ryan called  - The shoe 
is now on the other foot – Dick 
wants me to help him & Ill see 
him damned first.  Also met 
Murane who goes to Juneau 
to attend the Rep. convention – it 
looks as if he & Shoup were tying 
up together – McChesney thinks 
that Cale of Fairbanks & Wasky 
of Nome – the Miners candidates 
will be elected – but I am not 
so sure.  I am afraid of the 
socialistic – miners candidates 
- success for them means the same 
spirit of intolerance that prevails 
in Idaho & Colorado, - anarchy 
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Am greatly pleased to know 
that the President has again 
- for the fifth time – reappointed 
me as judge of the Dist. Court. 
It is specially 
satisfactory to have 
the President stay 
by me so strongly. 

It will give me  
courage to do my 
duty without fear 
or favor.  Bob 
McChesney told 
me last night 
that Frank Cleary 
said to Wall: 
“Well it dont 
make any difference 
to us who is judge 
but[?] we must own 
[newspaper clipping:] 
“Seattle P-I. 
Judge J. A. Wickersham 
PRESIDENT APPOINTS 
 WICKERSHAM AGAIN 
Also Signs Commission of Wm. N. 
     Bristol as United States Dis- 
 trict Attorny 
  OYSTER BAY, July 5. – President Roose- 
velt today signed commissions for the 
following appointments: 
  James Wickersham, of Alaska, to be 
judge of the district court of the Third 
division of the district of Alaska. 
  William N. Bristol, United States at- 
torney for the district of Oregon.” 

Diary 11, 1906 
july05d 

him.” & Wall was greatly excited 
by the belief that “we” owned the 
present judge – me.  What a  
great damage a poor degenerate 
fool can do – & how readily some 
reach a conclusion from a suspicion 
That any one should pay any 
attention to poor drunken Cleary 
is past my comprehension –  
but they do – when they wish to. 
Got a letter today from John 
N. Conna warning me to expect 
- or rather to fear personal violence 
from the Pratt-Nelson-Miller- 
McCumber-Stevens gang at 
Fairbanks.  A judge in Alaska 
must watch assassins in the 
U.S. Senate as well as in the 
wilds of Alaska.  But with the 
President behind me I fear 

Diary 11, 1906 
july05eand06 

no criminal – though I realize 
that Senator Nelson has encouraged 
crime & disrespect for the courts 
& the law even far more than he 
knows – in Alaska. 
     Mrs. Tom McGowan is on the 
Dolphin going in with us.  Also 
Notti – whom I procured the 
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President to pardon for shooting 
a man who jumped his claim. 
 -6th- 
Left Seattle on the “Dolphin” 
at 9:30 in the forenoon.  Beautiful 
day – Port Townsend – we stopped 
20 minutes – Puget Sound, Straits 
of De Fuca, San Juan islands, the 
Gulf of Georgia – a beautiful 
inland sea – the great highway 
of old from Asia to America & 
now the highway back to Asia. 

Diary 11, 1906 
july07and08a 

 -7th- 
Queen Charlottes Sound. 
Bella Bella, Millbank 
Mr. Galbraith, Ms. McGowan 
Mrs. Thornton & Mrs Wickersham 
play whist.  The Cheerful 
Idiot offered prizes for the 
one judged by the crowd to be 
the happiest person on board 
& to my surprise I received 
nearly all the votes - & the prize 
- a deck of cards. 
 -8th- 
Sunday – Dixons Entrance 
the quietest trip I have ever made 
Church services:  Mr. Edwards, 
of the Episcopal Church, who goes 
to Sitka – a young man who will 
know more after a year in Alaska 
& Dr 

Diary 11, 1906 
july08band09a 

Ketchikan – Mr & Mrs Coutant. 
Ed. the Mining Journal, Comr. Stack 
=pole & others got on going to 
Juneau.  Also met young Shoup 
(Arthur), Dep. Marshal at Ketchikan 
His father is candidate for Delegate 
to Congress.  Boat also stopped 
at Hadley Smelter. 
 -9th- 
Douglas.  Treadwell Mines. 
Called on Dr. Moore, brother 
of Judge Moore of Nome & 
was much pleased thereby –  
he is very friendly to me. 
Juneau – Met Marshal 
Shoup, & L. P. Shackleford –  
went up to Shoups house 
& talked about political 
conditions in the Territory. 
Shoup is candidate for 

Diary 11, 1906 
july09b 

Delegate and has the support 
of S.E. Alaska & also some 
of the communities along the 
coast to the westward. 

Met Judge Royal A. Gunnison 
- his wife & Mr & Mrs Cobb, her 
father & mother.  He is a big, happy, 
boy – honest, frank & courageous, 
but as constant wearing dripping will 
wear a rock – so will he go to 
peices with the rapidly increasing 
strain and develish intolerance 
of the lawyers & litigants of his 
district.  Reached Haines 
Mission & Ft. Seward in the 
evening.  Judge Gunnison went 
with us to Skagway – we called 
on the officers at Ft Seward. 
Reached Skagway at Midnight 
remained on boat till morning 

Diary 11, 1906 
july10and11and12a 

 -10- 
W. P & Y. gave Debbie & I me trans 
portation to Dawson – paid $20.00 
Left Skagway 9:30.  Saw Sam. 
Wall – from Fairbanks on his way 
to Cordova – gave him a letter 
to M. J. Heney – and told him 
to look into the Comr. office there 
- that I would appoint him if 
he wanted it.   He said, however, 
that he was looking for a newspaper 
opening.  Whitehorse at 5. pm 
Str. “Dawson” at wharf, but we 
wont go out till the morning. 
 -11- 
Left Whitehorse at 4 a.m. 
Lake Labarge, Hootalingua 
 -12- 
Selkirk, White River 
Stuart river - Dawson 

Diary 11, 1906 
july12band13a 

We arrived in Dawson at 
8:30 p.m.  6 ½ days from Seattle 
The most pleasant trip I have 
ever made to Alaska. 
Capt & Mrs. Barnette are here 
on their road out to Seattle. 
Long talk with him about things 
at Fairbanks – he & his friends 
have now agreed to fight Cole 
for Congress!  Agreement with 
Hoggatt (Gov) who left here 
this morning on Lavelle Young 
 -13- 
Visited the Bear Creek dred 
=ger, met Rothchilds, Sr & 
Jr. – the principal owners – 
Dinner with Roedigers 
& Mrs. Orr.  I greatly 
regret that Gov. Hoggatt 
Major Richardson and 
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Orr let yesterday before 
we reached Dawson on the 
“Lavelle Young” for Fairbanks 
 -14th- 
Visited the Col. Williams 
dredger on the lower Klondike 
today – The dredger is the 
coming method of mining 
both in this region & Alaska. 
Nothing from Juneau convention 
yet.     We leave on the 
“Hannah” on Tuesday morning. 
 -15- 
Sunday – rainy.  Mr. & Mrs. 
Roediger, Mr & Mrs Finney, Mrs. 
Orr. & Charlie & Dorothy Roediger 
& Thorold Orr.  Took dinner with 
us at the Kenwick.   Nothing 
from Juneau yet. 

Diary 11, 1906 
july16and17a 

 -16th- 
Remained in Dawson – at the 
Regina Hotel.  Telegraphic 
dispatches that C. D. Murane 
of Nome, nominated for delegate 
to Congress by the Republican con 
=vention at Juneau.  Ryan is 
sore & kicking – glad of it.  It 
is reported that the Democratic 
convention will nominate Cole 
of Fairbanks – I hope so, for 
then I can oppose him with= 
out criticism.  Met N. A. Fuller 
who wrote letters to his people at 
Fairbanks to support Murane. 
 -17th- 
Left Dawson at 10. a.m. on the 
Str. “Hannah”.  Six hours at 
Eagle City – went to Courthouse 
& every man in the camp called 

Diary 11, 1906 
july17b 

& I was greatly pleased that they 
so unanimously expressed their 
satisfaction at my return as judge 
When we passed the “Sarah” this 
afternoon we stopped & Tom McGowan 
gave me letter from Henderson with 
copies of Fairbanks papers.  It 
seems that when news of my 
reappointment came to Rampart 
they had a “torchlight procession! 
- evidently for Wingates benefit. 
“News” has strong editorials &c for 
me – but I must stop that when 
I reach Fairbanks.  Eagle is 
full of memories of my earliest 
efforts in Alaska – it was my 
first home there – and poor 

Howard – it seems as if he 
must be near by – I am glad 
to go – Sent telegrams & 

Diary 11, 1906 
july18and19a 

 -18th- 
Circle this morning: Inspected 
the Com. office, & met miners & 
business men – they seem to be 
pleased to see me & congratulate 
me on the Presidents stand. 
Ft. Yukon this evening – just 
stopped long enough to deliver 
the mail but I called on Miss 
Woods of the Episcopal Mission 
who told me that the officers gave 
very needed support in aid of 
the enforcement of law & order. 
 -19th- 
Rampart at 10. a.m.  Met many 
miners, businessmen, - everybody 
but Wingate & 3 or 4 others & all 
seemed pleased – they said so 
at any rate – at my return. 
Ft. Gibbon, Tanana, Weare, 

Diary 11, 1906 
july19band20a 

at 4:30.  The Str. “Tanana” 
here to take us to Fairbanks. 
Met Ex. Gov. Swineford - & got 
a paper showing nominations 
C. D. Murane, Nome, Republican 
Judge  Mellin,   Ketchikan, Dem. 
Ex. Gov. Swineford   “       long term.  Dem. 
Cale, Thos.  Fairbanks, short term, long term 
Wasky.        Nome, short term. 
 -20th- 
Left Ft. Gibbon at 4:30 this 
morning – detectives on board 
searching for clues to the box of 
gold dust stolen the last trip 
- $68,000. – by exchange of shot 
for gold – either (1) at the bank, 
(2) or on the str. “Tanana”, (3) or on 
the Ida May, or (4) at Tanana, 
where the original box was found 
out back of the stock corral 

Diary 11, 1906 
july20b 

- with 2 bricks of gold = $9,000. 
& the rest filled with shot.  It 
seems to me to have been rank 
carelessness on someones part – 
but who’s?  They have – so the detec 
=tives think – caught the thief who 
stole the box off the boat at Tanana 
- but as it was not opened by this 
last thief – there seems to have 
been two distinct thefts in relation 
to the same box.  Much excite 
ment – and a big reward offered. 
It was a very clever piece of work. 

- 7 - 



Alaska State Library – Historical Collections   Diary of James Wickersham 
MS 107 Diary 11            June 22, 1906 Through Feb. 7, 1907. 

Passed “Hot Springs” slough -  Lyren 
Smith got on. He tells me that 
Manley has bought these springs 
from “Dad” Karshner – who has 
a homestead – that Karshner 
is to prove up & then Manley 
buys the property!!! 

Diary 11, 1906 
july21a 

 -21st- 
We are making good time – the 
“Tanana” is pushing a big barge 
loaded with mining machinery 
- 2X boilers & 5 engines &c.  The 
great wide valley of this Ohio 
of the North looks inviting to 
settlers – it is now a trackless 
wilderness – yet when the U.S. 
are filled & the people are land 
hungry here is a fine region 
for an independent & hardy people 
“Twa tilla” – the Indian village, 
is just above the upper mouth of 
the Nenana river – on both sides 
of the Tanana, - a bluff on the 
left hand, going up – on the right 
going down stream.  Probably 
75 or 100 Indians in sight –  
their light & graceful birch 

Diary 11, 1906 
july21band22a 

bark canoes skimming the water 
- their fish racks red and burdened 
with fish – split, hung & drying. 
The upper village on the point 
was a scene of barbaric thrift 
& animation – I counted 17 canoes 
on the beach just in front of it. 
 -22- 
Sunday:  Arrived at Chena 
early but did  not stop.  The “Tanana” 
took us up the Chena with the great 
barge ahead – 315 feet in all – 
We were met 4 miles down by 
the “Isabelle” with a delegation 
from the Chamber of Com. & town 
officers – cheers – came aboard the 
Tanana & welcomed me back to 
Fairbanks.  The town looks fine 
- as usual a big fire hurts individ 
=uals, but helped the town very much 

Diary 11, 1906 
july22b 

The old log cabins – unsightly spots 
- the different sorts & styles of build 
=ings have gone – and whole blocks 
of well built buildings occupy the places. 
The streets have been widened – in the 
fire swept division – the banks, stores 
& business houses all rebuilt & the 
town looks better than ever. 
     Gov. Hoggatt & Major Richardson 

here & had good long consultation 
with them  Have urged the support of 
Murane – but all seem to hesitate 
since Cale seems to have this camp. 
Hoggatt is greatly chagrined at 
the cowardice displayed by Shoup 
who had agreed to run for delegate 
& who could undoubtedly have been 
elected – but who seems to have been 
a quitter altho he had the convention. 
Murane is on the road to this place. 

Diary 11, 1906 
july22cand23a 

but Hoggatt & Richardson on leave 
tonight for Nome.  Everybody 
seems friendly & I am assured 
of the support of every good element 
in the camp. 
 -23rd- 
We could not get our house – the 
Smiths had paid rent to the end of this 
month & refused to move – even though 
I offered to pay back the rent & the 
excuse of moving.  Smith has been 
drinking - & she too - & has been very 
unsuccessful in the management 
of the Cold Storage business this winter 
on account of it - & is cranky. 
     I must do something to stop the 
newspaper war going on here 
over me – the “News” lauds me & 
the “Times” damns me.  I asked 
McGinn to go to the News & ask them 

Diary 11, 1906 
july23band24a 

quit defending me & to quit fighting 
my battles – but too late to stop 
the battle today though it was brisk. 
We have been stopping with Miss 
Thompson – now Mrs. Roy Maddocks. 
- Dodges first lieutenant, & 
trying to coax the drunken & disgusting 
Smiths to vacate our house, but so far 
without success. 
 -24th- 
The lawyers are coming around slowly 
- Pratt, with his usual courage, came 
up & shook hands – Miller sidled 
in looking like he was scared & Clay 
pool took it off with his usual bravado. 
Carr, however, amuses me – he gave 
me open & really valuable assistance 
early in the winter, but evidently they 
appealed to his vanity & he was certainly 
against me the rest of the time - at 

Diary 11, 1906 
july24band25a 

least he “cussed” me & trained with 
my opponents – appointing to office 
only my known & outspoken enemies. 
But he was the first man to go down the river 
on the “Isabelle” to meet me & remained 
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constantly near me.  My friends now 
insist upon retribution, but I am bound 
to go slow – I wont act hastily. 
     Conna induced the Smiths to move 
& we’ll get into our house tomorrow. 
 -25- 
Very busy signing liquor & other 
license orders – an accumulation 
of same for 10 months being presented 
to me for that purpose.  Have also 
signed several orders fixing time to 
hear applications for injunction. 
Dinner last night with McGinns. 
Busy also with Jeffries getting my 
correspondence of last winter copied. 

Diary 11, 1906 
july25b 

Since coming here I have inquired 
about gambling at the “Horse Shoe” Saloon 
& I am satisfied that there is now a 
game running there – so this afternoon 
I called up Apple & Monroe, lessers, 
& explained that charges were preferred 
against me by Dodge, Pratt, et. al. on 
that account – that now I am notified 
&c. - & that gambling must cease on  
the premises!  They told their lessees, 
Frey, Griffith & Marks, - Griffith came 
to see me & I made it perfectly plain 
to him that it must stop, never to go 
again, - He “kicked”, but I told him 
that I would enforce my lease which 
provides that no illegal business shall 
be carried on on the premises & in Add 
=ition that I would not grant license 
for his saloon.  He agreed to quit & 
not to allow it again.  I am determin 

Diary 11, 1906 
july25cand26 

=imed not to allow gambling of any 
kind on my premise.  Harlan 
has received word from Washington 
- from the Atty. Genl. to suppress 
gambling – the direct result of the 
efforts of Dodge, Pratt, et. al. but 
is inclined to go slow about it. 
 -26- 
Pretty well caught up with the 
licenses – refused one for a dance 
hall – because it was to a woman. 
Working on courthouse plans, &c. 
The threat by the Dept. to close up 
gambling has started the business 
men & saloons - & they have been 
after the “Times” for permitting Dodge 
to run it against me &c. & made 
them agree to quit.  Telegraphed 
for vault doors &c.  We are settled 
in our own home again. 

Diary 11, 1906  -27th- 

july27a Working on 2nd Alaska – caught 
up with licenses.  Officers have 
caught all the theives who stole the 
$69,000 from the Washington Alaska 
Bank shipment on the “Tanana”. 
They were principally men employed 
on the boat, - the watchman & others. 
Geo. Dribelbis tells me that gambling 
has stopped entirely on my premises. 
- told him today to see to it that it 
remained so permanently. 
Miss Sullivan has thrown up her lease 
of my lot on 2nd St. – I forgave her 
all back rents – her house was burned. 
     The “News” tonight makes a covert 
attack on Murane, the Republican candi 
=date for delegate to Congress, by quoting 
Wingate, the Rampart “Forum” man in 
an attack on Koonce, Thumm, & 

Diary 11, 1906 
july27band28a 

Stanley, the election officers there. 
The “News” knows that Wingate is my 
bitter opponent & these men my friends 
and why they needlessly attack them 
I cant imagine.  Barnett, McGinn 
& others will regret their active support 
of Cale – the Fairbanks candidate – for 
he represents the firebrand element of 
the territory & his election will give 
courage and power – not only to 
Manley and my other enemies, but 
also to the Socialistic, Anarchistic 
elements which have, in the name of 
Unionism, made the political condi 
=tions in Idaho and Colorado so 
intolerable. 
 -28th- 
Spent all afternoon hearing 
the case of Cook & Klonos – one 
of the Dome Creek cases - about 

Diary 11, 1906 
july28band31a 

which Nelson gave me so much 
trouble.  This is an application for 
injunction – I am going to hear that 
& settle pleadings – then have all 
the testimony taken by referee 
 - then either send the case to one 
of the other judges or have it decided 
by a referee!  I will not decide it. 
My courage returned & I tried the case! 
 -30  - 31st 
Called court on Monday - & 
ordered jury com. & Clerk to prepare 
jury lists &c.  Also heard Cook 
v Klonoo[n?], & after hearing was 
completed I granted an injunction 
against those only who are working 
& extracting gold, - so as to preserve 
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the substance of the estate & then 
said to them that I would, 1. Send 
the case to either of the Territorial 

Diary 11, 1906 
july31bandaugust0
1a 

judges, or , 2. Appoint an attorney 
to be agreed on by them, to hear and 
determine the case – or 3. Appoint a referee 
to hear the testimony & reduce it to writing 
& then send the record to another judge or 
4. I would listen to any suggestion 
that they might make.   Also dismissed 
30 cases – dead ones.  Appointed court 
crier.  Court in Century Hall –  
Hearing short equity & divorce cases. 
 August 1st 
Injunction issued in Charlton v Hill. 
Bishop Rowe’s reception: 
We are having a spirited time about 
Dean Stucks letter to the Attorney General 
attacking Harlan about gambling 
Hoyt, acting Atty. Genl. wrote Harlan 
quoting Stuck as complainant & saying 
that he must enforce the law – Easy 
to say – but we think that if we 

Diary 11, 1906 
august01band02a 

control the situation instead of 
attempting to enforce blue laws we are 
doing something practical – 
 2nd 
Cleaning up the small matters in court 
- trying divorce cases, &c.  Abe Spring 
tells me today that the “News.” and the 
new newspaper scheme have amalga 
=matted – that Thompson will be the 
manager – that they will publish the 
“Evening News” & the Morning Miner” 
and that they will both support the 
court and law and order, as 
against the “Times” which will do the 
opposite.  Lawyers are quickly 
getting into line and are acting with 
decency – all except Pratt, Dodge, 
and Frazier, - they are hostile. 
Miller acts like a scared boy & 
de Journel like a good natured 

Diary 11, 1906 
august02b 

one who had been licked and wished 
to forget it.  Claypool acts with his 
usual gall & Apache deceit.  I 
can scarcely believe that Carr is 
so rottenly traitorous to himself 
& me too, as the evidence seems to 
prove.  He came in today & talked 
quite a while – he damned the fellows 
who fought me last spring – and 
inquired if I saw the record which they 
had made in the Senate against me! 
He was so anxious about it that I 
was satisfied that he wished to know 

that I had not seen it, - but I gave 
him no satisfaction – My friends 
all urge me in justice to myself 
& to the community to be rid of him – 
and I intend to do so – but in time. 
I do not want to give the impression 
that I am seeking revenge 

Diary 11, 1906 
august03and04a 

 -3rd- 
Mr. & Mrs. Walter E. Clark 
of Washington – correspondent 
of Post Intelligencer of Seattle & 
New York Sun & the Commercial 
of New York, & Nadeau and 
Chilberg of Seattle, Fair Commissioner 
arrived here this morning on the  
“Tanana”.  Clarke is touring 
Alaska for his papers & the 
other two men in the interests of the 
Seattle – Alaska – Yukon Fair. 
 -4th- 
Heard motion docket today & 
started the ball – cases moving 
slowly – but there is nothing 
like the work that I confronted 
when I first went to Nome 
Prepared bill exceptions in the 
case of Nelson & Hensley v Meehan 

Diary 11, 1906 
august04b 

& Larson – this completes the appeal 
of the case which Senator Nelson 
fought me so hard about – if the 
Ct. Ct. of Appeals should affirm 
my action it would amuse me 
& embarrass some Senators who 
pretended to great learning in the law. 
     Have also met Mr & Mrs. Parry 
- from Indianapolis, Ind. friends 
of Senator & Mrs. Fairbanks – they are 
here on a short visit.  The town  
is full of people & all built up 
- in much better shape than formerly 
- all except the Court House & Jail 
& we are rapidly completing plans 
for them.  We are building 2 new 
rooms to our house – Front & 
Noble Sts. & putting in a heating 
plant.  Spent evening at Edgars 
- present besides Edgar & Lizzie 

Diary 11, 1906 
august04cand05and
06and07a 

& Debbie & I – Mrs. Ambrose, 
Jack Ross & Bishop Rowe. 
I hoped to get to talk to the Bishop 
about Dean Stucks protest against 
the “Floradora” Saloon & dance hall. 
Stuck filed written protest with me 
yesterday – the Bishop is opposed 
to his meddling, - but I did not get 
to talk to him. 
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 -5th- 
Our new house is up & enclosed 
but not roofed & it is raining. 
 -6th- 
Called Grand Jury today 
& gave them written instructions. 
 -7- 
Am being annoyed to sell my 
corner where the Horse Shoe saloon  
is – Dick Woods, McGinn, Spring 
Leahy & others have talked to me 

Diary 11, 1906 
august07band08a 

about  buying – but I have 
not concluded.  The “Business 
Mens Protective Assoc.” was formed 
last night – the main design seems 
to be to help the Saloons – they  had 
Dean Stuck present & he will 
withdraw all his opposition – but 
not his letter of protest, which 
his friend Dodge can use against 
me the rest of the winter.  But I will 
grant the license anyway.  Am 
finished with preparing digest 
headings for Alaska cases & will 
not now begin on Index Digest of the 
2nd Alaska Reports. 
 -8- 
Fire at the corner of Cushman 
& 3rd destoyed stock of goods for 
my tenants – grocers - & scared 
everybody in town – it seemed 

Diary 11, 1906 
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as if another general conflagration 
had begun – but the water pressure 
from the N.C. Co. pumps was so 
prompt & strong that it easily 
kept it under subjection. 
     Court work very slow – miners 
are in the midst of their season. 
 -13- 
Court all last week – nothing 
but grand jury work – no equity 
cases ready for trial.  Clarks, 
Nadeaus & Chilbergs out to creeks, 
& busy with Exposition & other 
matters.  On Saturday 11th 
Tom Cale, candidate for delegate 
to Congress came back – a “corporals 
guard” & a band met him at the 
depot & a public speaking was 
held on the old courthouse grounds 
It looks as if he had a good 

Diary 11, 1906 
august13b 

chance to be elected – but no 
certainty as McGinn & lots of 
others are fighting him here. 
Petit jury was called today 
& several jurors excused.  When 

that was done Prat I asked the 
attorneys in 
if they were ready for trial & they said 
they were & I ordered the clerk to 
call the jury.    Pratt arose (he 
was not an attorney in the case) 
& said that as the jury was short 
he supposed I would order a 
special venire to fill it – I said 
no – it would be filled in the 
case for trial.  He urged that as it 
was a matter of interest & the lawyers 
were interested he would like 
to be heard.  I answered that 
if it was of interest to the lawyers 

Diary 11, 1906 
august13c 

they could discuss it out of 
court – or to the court in any case 
where they were appearing.  I 
refused to call issue an open {venire} to fill the 
jury or to hear him – upon the 
conceded ground that his was 
a mere attempt to thrust his 
advice – unasked – upon the court 
at a time when he had nothing 
before the court & no right to be 
heard.  He asked to be heard as 
amicus curie or “friend of the court,” 
& I declined – upon the ground that 
I did not need any advice at that 
time.  He finally gave up & sat 
down – surprised, cornered, but 
malicious.  About the next 
time he offers his impudence 
to the court I will give him 
something to remember. 

Diary 11, 1906 
august14and15 

{August} 14th 
 Election Day. 
First Territorial Election today 
for delegates to Congress.  It 
seems that Thomas Cale, of 
Fairbanks, for the long term & 
Waskey, of  Nome, for the first & 
short term – Miners Union 
candidates, have carried the 
Tanana solidly.  Trying the 
Dome creek case Charlton v Kelly. 
 -15- 
Election seems to be Cale & Waskey 
Dome creek case on yet - is 
stubbornly contested.  Today 
I created the new Chandlar 
Recording District & appointed 
Samuel J. Marsh, recorder 
- done for Wm. Sulzer, N.Y. 

Diary 11, 1906 
august17and18a 

 -17th- 
Still trying Dome Creek case 
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- sent jury out to creek today 
to view premises. 
     I am greatly disappointed 
at small vote in territory 
- Cale & Wasky elected 
but not 5,000 votes cast!! 
Cale called on me this 
evening, & assured me in the 
most positive manner that 
both he and Wasky will 
support me against all 
enemies & have high regard 
for me – that they are my 
firm friends!! 
 -18th 
Final arguments & instructions 
to the jury in the Dome Creek 
case – Charlton v Kelly 

Diary 11, 1906 
august18band19a 

It is the first of these damned 
Dome creek cases about which 
my enemies clamored at Washington 
last winter & I am trying very 
hard to be so fair & careful 
as to rob them of their favorite talk 
- am submitting every issue to  
the jury – 
 19th 
Jury in Charlton v Kelly out & 
begins to look like a “hung jury” 
Our new house is done – we now 
have six good rooms – plenty 
Jury in Charlton case called for 
more instructions tonight & I 
gave them at 10. p.m. & at midnight 
they agreed – called & went to my 
office & received verdict – verdict 
for defendant – is a just and 
righteous & legal verdict. 

Diary 11, 1906 
august19band20an
d22a 

It is the second verdict 
rendered by jury against the 
“muck discovery” – and not one 
has yet been made in its favor. 
And this is the one real cause 
for the opposition of the 
speculative miners against 
me – well – the muck discov 
=ery is a fraud & leads only 
to fraud & perjury & must go. 
 -20th- 
Jury waived in Bigelow v 
Conradt. & trial by the court. 
 21 – 22 
Trial of Bigelow v Conrad – 
continued & finished & U.S. v 
Taylor.  Major Richardson 
is back from Nome.  The 

“Powers” got in with Geo. Stevenson 
& Crocker, Ankeny bosses from 

Diary 11, 1906 
august22band23an
d24 

the State of Washington. 
 -23rd- 
D. B. Crocker, Col. of Int 
Rev. & Geo. Stevenson, of 
Seattle in town.  Crocker 
& Cameron, dep. Col. called 
at the house tonight & 
paid us a very pleasant 
visit. 
 -24- 
49 years old today. 
     Had a long & satisfactory 
talk with Geo. Stevenson, of 
Seattle – he promises to take 
the matter of my confirmation 
up with Washington & the new 
Oregon Senators & try to get 
them all into line to help 
me.  Trying criminal 
cases in court. 

Diary 11, 1906 
august25a 

 -25th- 
For some time I have been receiving 
offers for the purchase of my lot 
at the corner of Front & Cushman 
Sts. and have always refused them. 
Since I objected to Griffith & Frye 
gambling on the premises the 
offers have been more persistent 
Some days ago the Business Mens 
Protective Assoc. was formed –  
the real object being to prevent a 
crusade against the liquor & 
gambling interests of Dean Stuck 
Dodge & my enemies.  One 
of the threats always present was 
my ownership of the Horseshoe 
Saloon – about which Dodge 
et. al. blackguarded me so 
much last winter.  I refused 
to let gambling be carried on 

Diary 11, 1906 
august25b 

there – on account of the 
charges so vigorously made by 
Dodge, Nye, Witte, et. al. & by 
Senator Nelson : the firm grew 
ugly because gambling was carried 
on at other places – because they 
had put in $50,000 stock &c. & 
did not have the same freedom 
as others & the Business Mens 
Pro. Assoc. foresaw a local fight 
& probably a general closing & 
to avert the war among the saloons 
Hill & the Northern Com. Co. & others 
offered to buy my interest in the 
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Apple block, Cecil Cafe & the strip 
between the First Nat. Bank & the 
Barnette lot for $20,000.  As  
it was paying me nearly $5,000.00 
per annum I was not anxious to 
sell and only after some persuasion 

Diary 11, 1906 
august25c 

and to escape from the fight which 
must inevitably continue as long 
as I had an interest in the Horseshoe 
Saloon I sold it.   Made & 
delivered the deed today – the 
purchaser James W. Hill, is 
the manager and ¼ owner in 
Fairbanks Banking Co. – he pays 
me $10,000. cash - & $10,000. 
certificates of deposit in the bank 
drawing interest at 8% per annum 
due in one year – but he is to pay 
$2,500. every three months –  
I am truly sorry to sell the lot 
as it was my first Fairbanks 
property & the best, but it will 
divorce me honestly & forever from 
the saloon – and thats something. 
    Trying criminal cases – but 
slowly – bad indictments. 

Diary 11, 1906 
august26and27 

 -26th- 
Crocker & Stevenson left for 
Nome yesterday  - both promised 
to give me aid and assistance 
in the matter of my confirmation 
with Ankeny, & the Oregon senators. 
Mrs. Nellie Roediger Finnie 
of Dawson – so the dispatches say 
was delivered of a son on Aug. 24th 
& Dick’s a grandfather. 
Have worked nearly all day in 
the house – helping Debbie get 
it arranged & the new parts 
settled for living & comfort. 
 -27.- 
Married Tom. Larson & 
Mrs. Minnie Richardson 
Trial U.S. v Wm Turner – 
Pd. Mills – lumber bill house $600. 
“     Howard, contractor in full $130.00 

Diary 11, 1906 
august28 

 -28- 
Jury found Turner guilty.  Trial 
of Kauffman – burglar – He is the 
son of Mrs. C. W Hobart, of Tacoma 
- have known them for 15 years or more 
- he is a bad boy – has served one 
term for burglary – at Walla Walla. 
      Also begun trial of a Vault Creek 
case – Craig et. al. vs 
- Carr is for the plaintiffs and it 

is made very prominent that Cale, 
the newly elected Delegate in Congress 
is deeply interested in the case & 
that fact is supposed to have more 
weight than either the law or the evidence 
in its final determination.  It is 
a case, too, of surface discovery 
& Call & Carr are “agin” the surface 
discovery – the one thing in the 
testimony today which looks good. 

Diary 11, 1906 
august29and30 

 -29.- 
Concluded U.S. v Kaufman, 
- jury is now out.  Still hearing 
Vault Creek case.  Affidavits 
for new trial today disclose that 
Marshal Perry went into the 
jury room when the jury in Charlton 
v Kelly. was out, and talked with 
jurors &c.  Nothing positively 
wrong, but oh – so damned foolish 
 30 
Jury in Kaufman case “Not Guilty. 
a miscarriage of justice & I 
said so in plain & forcible 
language in dismissing the 
theif.  Major Richardson 
& Father Monroe & Father Jette 
called –  

Diary 11, 1906 
august31andseptem
ber01 

 -31st- 
In trial of Craig v Gilmore 
- McVicar, Pres. of  Tanana 
Miners Assoc. was a witness –  
also Cale, Miners Candidate to 
Congress – Both put themselves 
squarely on record in favor 
of my views on “Muck 
Discovery” – against muck 
discovery. 
 Sept. 1st 
McVicar & Cale today told 
me they agreed distinctly with 
me on “Muck Discovery” views 
Miners Assoc. meets on Monday 
- I am told they intend to 
interview me on proposed 
amendments to the mining 
laws – Tried U.S. v Hansen 
today – not guilty. 

Diary 11, 1906 
september02and03
and04 

 Sunday, 2nd 
Nothing much – working on 
2nd Alaska – its a bigger 
job than I thought & Ill have 
to work industriously to get 
it out on the last boats. 
 3rd 
Trial Bayliss v Cooper 
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mining case from Tenderfoot. 
Creek – Claypool for plaintiff 
Heilig for the defendant, - decided 
for defendant. 
 -4th 
No jury today – finished 
opinion – instructions Charlton 
v Kelly – will have printed in 
pamphlet form so as to clearly 
set before the miners my 
views on Marking, Recording 
Discovery & Actual Possession 

Diary 11, 1906 
september05and06
a 

 -5th 
Sentenced Miller for stealing 
gold bullion from Str “Tanana” 
belonging to the Wash. Alaska 
Bank – 2 yrs – U.S. v Kinz 
trial today – verdict guilty. 
Miller pleaded guilty. 
Also Kelly & “Moose” Mary 
who got 30 days – they 
had been in jail for a year 
 -6th- 
Am disgusted with Parsons, of 
the Wash – Alaska Bk – after the 
court officers did everything in 
their power to compromise with 
Miller – the felon who stole nearly 
$80,000. gold bullion of the banks 
funds off the steamer – to get  
him to disclose its hiding place 

Diary 11, 1906 
september06band0
7and08a 

& after we recovered it by 
promising to give him but 2 yrs 
in the penitentiary – the Times 
the banks paper, abused us for 
it – though Parsons promised 
in advance that it would not 
do so but would support us! 
I am      if I will do the gang 
another kindness. 
 7th 
Trial U.S. v Watson 
guilty.  The jury also returned 
a verdict of  “not guilty.” 
 -8th- 
Grand Jury filed its final 
report this morning – at 
the same time 8 members 
filed a sarcastic and 
ironical statement saying 
that there was a bad moral 

Diary 11, 1906 
september08b 

condition in Fairbanks - that 
women of bad character lived 
throughout the town – that the 
town officers & former grand 
jurors had neglected their 

duties – that the present jury 
had done nothing &c. &c. all 
in an ironical & bitter way. 
I refused to accept the 
communication – handed 
it back to them & told them 
to retire to the grand jury 
room & do their duty – to 
indict criminals &c.  They 
retired - & late this evening 
came in with a short report 
saying that they had again 
considered social matters 
& could not agree on indictments 
&c.  – I then discharged them 

Diary 11, 1906 
september09and10 

 -9th 
Put in whole day in office 
finishing 2nd Alaska 
law report.  The steamers 
“Tanana” & “Lavelle Young” 
went out loaded with passengers 
for the outside = Major Richardson 
Joslin, Siglers, & others. 
We seem to be finished 
with criminal cases – no 
case for today & will begin 
civil jury cases tomorrow –  
Finished the last page 
of 2nd Alaska Reports 
- only left to write letters 
of explanation & send 
out manuscript. 

Diary 11, 1906 
september11and12
a 

 -11th 
Court business slow – called 
trial calendar & set civil 
cases today – Mrs. Orr. 
& Thorald came this evening 
on Seattle No 3, - from Chena 
on the train.  Orr is in Valdez- 
 -12- 
Henry M. Hoyt, Dist. Atty 
from Nome came in last night 
on “Seattle No 3” & called at 
my office today & saw that 
McCumber, Senator from North 
Dakota had filed a rehash 
of the charges which I so 
fully answered & fought all 
winter in Washington –  
that they were filed with the 
President, who had 

Diary 11, 1906 
september12band1
3 

appointed him to come 
to this division & investigate 
my past, present & future. 
I was astonished – he 
was sick & said he would 
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come again tomorrow. 
 -13th- 
Hoyt has been holding close 
communion with my enemies 
at Dodges house – a sort 
of {Star Chamber} court.  McGinn, Dillon 
Marquam & others are going 
to work tomorrow to offset 
their influence.  Nye, Manley 
et. al. rushing & busy – 
Hoyt gave me copies of 
McCumbers letters – one to 
the President and one to Hoyt. 
Am considering the idea of going 
after McCumber with interrogatories 

Diary 11, 1906 
september14and15
a 

 -14th- 
Manley, Dodge, Nye and their 
few followers are making so much 
noise that they really imagine 
their tin pan to be real thunder. 
Hoyt is interviewing everybody 
& I am trying to try a case – 
Craig v Hanson – Congressman 
Cale is one of the parties. 
 -15th- 
Hoyt is requesting interviews 
from all the attorneys – De Journal 
declined to be interviewed except in 
my presence – I told Hoyt – certainly 
a judge ought to have courage 
enough to hear a lawyer at his bar 
criticise him once in a while. 
De Journal came with Hoyt & we 
had a very pleasant interview 
when it is understood that his 

Diary 11, 1906 
september15b 

was a mission of criticism. 
He said, among other things that 
I criticised his client Marks in 
my opinion in Marks v Gates, 
he complained of the case of Nelson 
& Hensley v Meehan & Larson & of 
the Dome Creek cases, - but he 
frankly said that I was kind 
& courteous to the lawyers – was a 
good lawyer &c. 
     The charge that I had mining 
claims on Dome Creek, blanket 
=ing those of poor miners, and was 
interested in them with Barnette 
made me smile = until this evening 
This afternoon Edgar discovered on 
examining the records that some 
man by the name of Vallee had 
located a group or association 
claim on “Dome Creek, and 

Diary 11, 1906 had counted me in with Barnette 

september15c & others, - last July & Aug. 1905. 
It was found that Ben Boone had 
recorded the notices - & we happened 
to find him in town – he said he knew 
about it – that the Dome Creek 
mentioned was on the little Delta 
river, 150 miles from the Dome Creek 
where litigation is pending - & it 
is now admitted by all that such 
is the fact & that I knew nothing 
about the filings till yesterday. 
De Journal, while in my office 
tonight said that he found out 
about the filings last winter & 
sent for Vallee & learned the truth 
about the locations then – yet 
his friends, who undoubtedly 
knew the truth then, sent certified 
copies of that filing on to Washington 

Diary 11, 1906 
september15dand1
7a 

as proof of my having located 
ground on Dome Creek, near 
Cleary, which was covered by 
filings of poor miners, & Senator 
McCumber, in his letter to the President 
of July 3, vouches to him that he 
has record evidence, conclusive 
and unassailable “of the truth 
of the charge!!  Verily the race 
of liars is tenacious of life. 
 17th 
Finished the jury case of Craig v 
Hansen – Heilig for plft, McGinn 
for deft. jury decided for plaintiff 
     Hoyt went out to the Creeks 
today with Roy Maddocks – 
Dodges lieutenant, & is being 
guided carefully away from any 
influence that is friendly to me. 
But my friends are beginning to 

Diary 11, 1906 
september17band1
8a 

wake up – “The Times” –  
Manleys organ, has been roasting 
me – editorially – but the business 
men are now interviewing it with 
a pin on the point of a stick –  
in other words they intend to with 
draw their advertisments if he 
continues to fight what they think 
is their best interests. 
 -18- 
Hoyt got back from the creeks 
tonight – he was accompanied & 
surrounded by  my enemies & had 
no chance to see or hear anything 
but opposition.  Secured affidavit 
from Vallee clearing up the 
crooked accusation that I had 
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filings on “Dome Creek” – so I 
seem to have – without my knowledge 
or consent – Dome Creek 150 mi. 

Diary 11, 1906 
september18b 

away from the Dome Creek 
that Senator McCumber thinks 
it is!!  Adjourned court for 
- until next Monday.  Business 
men promised now to go and see 
Hoyt – “Times” had the meanest 
and most vicious editorial today. 
“News” & “Miner” damn me with 
faint praise & and Hoyt in the 
hands of my enemies.  Recd. 
telegram from Atty Genl. asking 
if I could hold court in Valdez 
before end of Nov – told him 
no, not before February.  Recd 
telegram from Gov. Hoggatt 
saying Commissioner needed at 
Cordova – answered asking if 
Com. removed from Kayak would not 
do.  Also telegraphed Hoggatt 
about Hoyts investigation 

Diary 11, 1906 
september19and20
a 

 -19- 
Worked in office on my list 
of interrogatories to Senator McCumber 
Hoyt did little at Creeks – heard 
business men today in town – 
They met him at Dr. Cassels 
office – and it was a good 
strong representative body. 
 -20- 
Hoyt came to see me this afternoon 
bringing his – or rather Dodges 
stenographer – he was bumptious 
- George – also acted as my stenog 
=rapher.  Nothing much until 
he started to go – he then referred 
to the evidence saying that he did 
not think much of certain things 
 - but that possibly he should consider 
public sentiment – as a measure 
of my fitness &c. & then I broke 

Diary 11, 1906 
september20b 

loose and condemned the 
lawyer that would try a judge 
on sentiment.   I said “The judges 
in Alaska are alone & without 
support – and if the Department 
sets up the standard of public 
sentiment – the courts are doomed. 
I said that his presence here 
had destroyed this term of court 
had created distrust – encouraged 
the enemies of law & order & that 
the action of the Dept. in again 
investigating me after two years 

of investigation – trying me by 
secret inquiry – by a method 
that no court in America would 
adopt in trying a tramp for 
vagrancy was unfair, unjust, 
unAmerican and an outrage & 
I protested against it as an 

Diary 11, 1906 
september20cand2
1a 

American citizen and as 
a judge. 
     Hoyt admitted – on my cross 
-examination that after he left 
Washington he had met Senator 
McCumber & Nye at St Paul 
& that Nye had then come on in 
to Fairbanks with full information 
of his plans!!!  Cale called 
later & I told him about the situation 
- he felt angry & I never saw Mr. 
Harlan so mad.   This, it seems 
to me, puts Hoyt clearly in the 
position of a jobber against me 
& I intend to write fully to the Dept 
about it. 
 -21st- 
Hoyt came in this afternoon & 
among other things he said:  “In  
confidence, I say to you that Senator 

Diary 11, 1906 
september21b 

McCumbers charges in his letter 
to the President is are tommyrot!! 
     I telegraphed to the department 
of Justice this morning asking if they 
knew of Hoyts meeting with McCumber 
& Nye at St. Paul, Minn.  Hoyt 
expressed great regret that he 
had given me McCumbers letters. 
He acts to me today as if he was 
afraid that he made a mistake 
in his jobbing around – I think 
he has.  I said to him:  Mr. Hoyt 
have you any objection to me writing 
the Department just what has occur 
-ed here & their protesting against 
it? & he said, No he wished I 
would & he wished they might 
advise him not to report at 
all.  He goes to Chena in the morning 
& leaves the country in the afternoon 

Diary 11, 1906 
september21cand2
2and23a 

the newspaper men are after 
him tonight for an interview 
- I hope they get it. 
 -22- 
Hoyt left today – went down 
to Chena & staid all day & goes 
tonight – Damn the luck – 
it has hurt this term of court 
- and given me so much extra  
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work – Cale went also – gave 
him letters to Brainerd of the 
P-I-  Blethen of the Times 
& Perkins of the Ledger. 
Sullivan & many others – Abe 
Spring also.  gave Abe $200. 
 -23- 
Sunday – Working with all 
my energy on Interrogatories 
directed to Senator McCumber 
in answer to his letter to the 

Diary 11, 1906 
september23b 

President.   Hope to drag the 
truth out of him  - I believe 
that Hoyt is against me 
- 1st because of his jealousy 
of Day & me too.  2nd, because 
of his friendship and alliance 
with Carr – 3rd because 
of McCumbers influence 
& lastly because he is too 
small to appreciate that 
I was entitled to be heard or to 
have notice.  If he is’nt 
a very small man (which 
I judge he is) he is a very much 
greater man than he seems  
to be.  Roy Maddocks, Dodges 
lieutenant, was his guide 
all the time he was here & 
went down the river with 
him to Baker or Tolovana!! 

Diary 11, 1906 
september24and25
a 

 -24th- 
Busy preparing letters & interrogatories 
no court – jury excused till Wednesday 
 -25- 
Finishing interrogatories & letters –  
am trying to make interrogatories to 
McCumber so vitriolic that he will 
be forced to answer them. 
     Have prepared 248 interrogatories 
- covering every charge made in his 
letter of July 3, to the President, and 
have it ready to forward.  Have said in my 
letter to him 
{attached to the interrogatories & as a part thereof:} 
“You say to the President:  Judges, 
honest judges, try cases on the evidence”.  That 
is admitted.  But also:  United States Senators 
honest United States Senators, who make pers 
=onal accusations against absent judges 
to the President of the United States, will answer, 
plainly, candidly and promptly, such pertinent 
questions as the absent Judge may request 

Diary 11, 1906 
september25b 

them to, in explanation of such charges, 
and they will be full, fair and frank about 
it.  Will you do that.” 

     Have also written a brief short letter  
to the President saying to him, “I accept 
his challenges and appeal to you to insist 
upon his laying the evidence of my wrongdoing 
before you.  It is not important to the welfare of 
Alaska that I remain here as district judge 
but it is overwhelmingly important to the 
administration of justice here that the 
courts in Alaska be protected from exploitation 
and from unwarranted assaults by those who 
cannot use control them.”       “Mr. President 
will you insist upon Senator McCumbers 
answering the interrogatories which I have 
propounded in explanation of his personal 
accusations against me, and then decide 
whether I am worthy of your trust and con 
=fidence or not.”   I have also addressed 

Diary 11, 1906 
september25c 

a separate letter to Senator McCumber 
accompanying the interrogatories, a copy of 
which I sent to the President, in which, after 
quoting his language:  that he has facts in 
his possession “that neither Judge Day 
nor any other person on earth can meet, 
or has attempted to meet, - record evidence 
that is conclusive and unassailable.” 
I say to him:  “I challenge that statement; 
you have no such evidence, you never 
have had it, and you cannot produce 
it to the President of the United States.” 
     I desire to call you as my witness 
to prove that your accusations are false, 
and were known by you to be false if you 
gave them that careful investigation which 
you so earnestly assured the President 
you did give them.  If you have not sought 
wilfully to mislead the President, if you 
are honest and courageous, if you have any 

Diary 11, 1906 
september25dand2
6a 

regard for your reputation as an accurate 
lawyer, you will answer these interrogatories 
fairly, candidly and fully and mail your 
answers to the President promptly.” 
Answer “Yes” or “No” when you ought, and 
then make your explanation, - but answer 
upon your oath and honor as a United 
States Senator who has appealed from 
the great majority of the United States Senate 
to the President in the name of Justice.” 
 -26- 
Spent the day in getting off mail 
to the Atty. Genl. President, McCumber 
Senator Knox, Gov. Hoggatt, Senator 
Piles,  Mr. Jos. H. Ralph, N.Y. &c. &c. 
all containing copies of McCumber 
- President correspondence & inter 
=rogatories to McCumber, so that 
they could be fairly informed on the 
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Hoyt - & McCumber attack & report. 
Diary 11, 1906 
september26band2
7 

Last regular boat via Dawson for 
the outside.   Congressman Cale went 
- gave him letters to Brainerd of the “P.-I.” 
Blethen of the “Times” & Perkins of the 
“Ledger”.  He will put himself in line 
with them so that he can always have 
a fair show for news.  I am Damn 
glad that the last boat has gone, 
for now I can attend to the real bus 
=iness of the district for a time & get 
the law work caught up. 
 -27- 
Bought lot at Richardson from Riley – 
Hedges by telegraph informed me that 
he had taken possession & Rily gave 
me his key – made Q.C. deed, & I 
paid him $250.00   Debbie loaned 
Fred Crouch $400.00 & I loaned Lee 
Van Slyke $50. Trials in court going. 

Diary 11, 1906 
september28and29 

 -28th- 
Trial of jury cases going on now. 
     Wrote letter to Carr, Commissioner 
asking him to resign.   I placed the 
request upon the very general and 
public complaint that his private 
business is allowed to interfere with 
his official duties – that he really 
draws a salary of $3000. per annum 
for nothing.  Received his resignation 
this afternoon. 
 -29th- 
The “Times” greatly regrets the 
fact that “Genl. Carrs business compels 
him to resign – and then, editorially, 
roasts Abe Spring, upon the theory 
that I intend to appoint him in Carrs 
place.  I intend to appoint one who 
will go into the office & work, probably 
Ray, who is now there as chief clerk. 

Diary 11, 1906 
september30andoct
ober01a 

 -30th- 
Sunday:  Went out to Vault Creek 
today with Carr, attorney for plaintiff 
& Cousby & Adams attorneys for defendants 
in Craig, et. al. v Gilmore et. al. to look 
at stakes, shafts, lines &c. of placer 
claims #2, #3, #4 and #5 above discovery 
all of which are covered by plaintiffs 
Assoc. group claim, - the “Cariboo.” 
Went to Fox creek station on the Tanana 
Mines Ry. thence to Vant[?] – to “Cale City” 
on horseback & horseback again to 
the station.  “Cale” city is just emerging 
from the woods – it is a city of tents and great 
expectations. 
 -Octo 1.- 

Have accepted Carrs resignation 
as Comr. & have, tonight, had a talk 
with Mr. Guy Erwin, whom I have 
concluded to appoint Commissioner 

Diary 11, 1906 
october01band02 

     (Octo. 1, 1906 – continued) 
in Carrs place.  John Long is 
going to quit & I have an understanding 
with Erwin that Phil. Gallagher is 
to have his place.     Am hearing 
the case of Cascaden v Bartolis 
for the third time – town lot v mining 
claim from Cleary 
 -Octo. 2nd- 
Telegraphic dispatches this morning 
say the “Tacoma” is missing after 
a great storm near Cuba. 
Sent a telegram to the Secretary of the Navy 
asking for news – thats Darrells vessel. 
Finished trial of Cascaden v Bortolis 
this afternoon & jury is now out – think 
it is a hung jury. 
Beautiful fall – no snow yet – but 
splendid warm & sunny days. 

Diary 11, 1906 
october03and04an
d05a 

 -3rd- 
Telegram from Secretary of Navy 
saying that “Tacoma” is safe & 
all on board well – she seems to 
have run into a port to the eastward 
of Cienfuegos, Cuba, - probably to 
escape the storm – hence the scare. 
Jury in Cascaden v Bortolis, find 
for defendant – the second verdict 
for defendant – and it is right, too. 
 -4th- 
Tried Atwell v Reeves, today – a 
town lot case – jury finds for the 
plaintiff promptly – correct. 
     Beautiful weather – no snow. 
Court house & jail nearing completion 
 -5- 
No jury work – am preparing an 
opinion in writing in McQuillan v 
Tanana Electric Co. – unlawful 
cutting of timber on a valid placer 

Diary 11, 1906 
october05band06a 

mine – it is an important matter 
now owing to the great demand for 
wood. 
 -6th- 
Opinion rendered in McQuillan v 
Tanana Electric Co. – trial of a 
case without jury &c.  Now that 
the last boats have gone – and travel 
stopped till the rivers are frozen, the 
business of the court is running 
smoothly – the calendar is going to 
pieces – nothing much of weight in 
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it and I intend by the 1st of December 
to have every case tried and disposed 
of.  Telegram day or so ago saying 
that Circuit Ct. of Appeals had affirm 
=ed my action of a year ago in Steele 
v Tanana Mines ry. – one of Pratts 
attempts to steal the Garden island 
just opposite town – where the railroad 

Diary 11, 1906 
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has made its terminal & erected 
buildings  - depots, &c.  That scheme 
& the present attempt to “hold up” Cleary 
City are one and the same – Steele 
was an officer in the Alex. McKenzie 
“Alaska Gold Mining Co” which 
attempted to steal the mines of Anvil 
Creek, Nome. “Looting of Alaska” 
tells that story.  Pratt, Steele, Rodgers 
and one or two dupes are engineering 
the steal & they are fighting me in Wash 
=ington because they cant carry it  
through against my opposition. 
Their “Cleary” mining claim was tested 
in the case of Cascaden v Bortolis. 
- Cascaden has a fraudulent mining 
claim covering the townsite of Cleary 
& they have, since the houses were built 
by the settlers, laid it off into lots & demand 
ground rent from the occupants and are 
generally successful in forcing the 
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d08a 

settlers to pay rather than contest 
their several holdings in court. 
 -7th- 
Beautiful sunny day – the finest 
fall weather imaginable – no snow 
and no winter signs yet.  Spent 
the day in cleaning up around the  
house – in the woodshed &c. and getting 
ready to start up the furnace heat. 
     Courthouse & jail are nearly 
completed – and will help the town 
very much. 
 -8th- 
Trial Weiss v Russell, et. al. 
It went off on objection to evidence 
     Adams, attorney for Manley came 
to see me about creating a new Commiss 
=ioners district with his new Baker Hot Springs 
scheme as the base.  They desire to cut 
Rampart precinct in two and thus 
destroy the latter to help them out 
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but I told him that I could not do 
it until conditions were such as to 
justify it.  I understand that they 
will present petitions & then probably 
belabor me with their paper – the “Times”. 
Adams, incidentally, told me about the 

borrowing of money by Anderson, the main 
owner in the “Times” from Manley, and how 
it was based upon the fight against me. 
     this day received letter from J. G. 
Snyder, Valdez, enclosing long complaint 
about Gambling, &c. in saloons there. 
He informed me that a copy had been sent 
to Washington – to the Nelson, McCumber 
enemies to fight me with.  The whole effort 
is one to injure me and not to enforce the 
law, but it offered me the opportunity 
and I sent this telegram: 
“John G. Snyder, Oscar Fish, Chas. 
E. M Bunnell, Valdez, Alaska 
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“Am this moment in receipt letter John G. 
“Snyder dated September tenth accompany 
“ing petition signed by you and other citizens 
“of Valdez, complaining against saloons allow 
“=ing dance halls and gambling and prostitutes 
“in saloons and ask me to have the law 
“enforced against them in Valdez.  Go to 
“Assistant District Attorney O. P. Hubbard 
“and say to him to enforce the law in those 
“respects.  Get your evidence together swear 
“out warrants against all parties before Com 
“=missioner for violation sections criminal code. 
“Have parties arrested before John Lyons justice 
“peace and prosecute them.  Inform Hubbard 
“that law must be enforced.  Do not hesitate 
“to do your duty as citizens and enforce 
“it.  You have ample authority if you will 
“act courageously.  Say to Assistant 
“District Attorney spare no expense to enforce 
“law.  Inform me promptly by telegraph 
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“if he or any other official fails to do 
“perform his duty. 
Official business  James Wickersham” 
James Wickersham District Judge” 
“     District Judge 
Every one of the local officers of Hubbards 
“bum” railroad outfit, Swartz & others 
signed it, and he and Snyder are only 
trying to manufacture a letter evidence 
against me.  I intend to make them 
enforce the law if it is possible & will 
follow this up by other telegrams to keep 
them at it. 
 -11th- 
Mail in from Valdez – 10 ½ days via 
Big Delta, by horseback – which shows 
that {Major} Richardsons overland trail is assisting 
very much.  Recd. full report from Clegg 
upon his investigation about girl slavery 
at Unalaska.  One Wm C. Davis formerly 
a school teacher there complained to the 

Diary 11, 1906 President & Dept. about slavery of girls 
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Com. appointed by me at that place. 
Clegg visited there with detailed instructions 
to investigate fully & to prosecute offenders 
&c. but upon his personal inspection 
and examination of all the best people 
there, including Dr. Newhall whom Davis 
referred to as the one man worthy of confidence 
his report is that there is not and never was 
any such slavery or any thing like it there 
& that Gray is every way competent and 
a good citizen and officer.  Gray  has 
grown so disgusted and outraged by the 
malicious attacks made on him that 
he resigned early this spring & it is 
doubtful if any one can be found to take 
his place – the fees will not exceed $200.00 
per annum.  And thus malice and a small 
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mind have again seriously interferred 
with the administration of justice.  I am 
personally acquainted with Gray – met him 
in 1901, when I held court at Unalaska 
& many times since & think well of him. 
     Nothing to do in court – no jury trial 
 -12- 
Have been much disturbed for 3 or 4  
days – Thornton & Hendrickson 
two bad men, sentenced to 15 yrs. each in 
the U.S. Pen. at McNeils Island, Wash. 
escaped from their guards on the Lavelle 
Young at Nation – just below Eagle, on 
their way out & we offered $250. each 
reward for their capture.  Recd. news 
yesterday that they were recaptured & 
on their way out again.  It created 
much excitement, for it was their fourth 
escape, - hope they will be landed, now. 
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Our office furniture for courthouse 
has arrived – the last boat of the 
season has come & gone, - and 
barring the most beautiful October 
weather I ever saw in the north we 
are preparing for winter. 
 -13- 
Opinion in Elbing v Hastings 
Court work running low. 
 -14th- 
Sunday. Had a talk with 
John Bonnifield today – we  
are trying to formulate a scheme 
for locating a thousand (1000) 
acres of coal land on Wood Riv. 
60 miles south of Fairbanks 
with a view of providing fuel 
for the town & the mines.  It 
was my proposal but he agrees 

that it offers fair possibilities 
Diary 11, 1906 
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 -15- 
Jury trial Marlott v Noyes, over 
who stands loss of logs in Noyes 
boom when it broke July 4-5, 1905 
at time of big flood, - the loggers who 
had delivered the logs there on sale or 
the buyer who had not yet paid. 
McGinn is for Marlott &c. while 
Dodge & Pratt are for Noyes. 
Warm weather – threatening snow – 
No cold weather yet this fall – the 
season is a whole month later 
than last year, - rivers open & 
weather like spring. 
 16th 
Sent telegram to Postmaster Genl 
recommending A. R. Boyle for postmaster 
at Seward, - Dr. Boyle, son, requested it. 
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 18th 17 
Trial of Marlott v Noyes continued 
It is bitterly fought & is an interesting 
case.  Fine weather but slight 
fall of snow & colder. 
 -18th- 
18th – Alaska Day.  Newspapers 
want holiday – but I cant see 
any reason in law for doing it 
- cases set – witnesses & others 
waiting &c.  Perry has telegram 
from Lathrop saying that my telegram 
to Snyder, et. al. was sufficient to 
close gambling, &c.  That City Council 
has taken hold of matter & creating 
a restricted district & will then 
control & keep gambling & prostitution 
under cover – as they ought to have 
done long ago.  Marlott v Noyes 
case on trial.  Verdict jury for Marlott. 
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& thus again justice has gone astray 
- Dodge & Justice have been defeated by 
McGinn & Wrong!! – to hear Dodge tell it. 
Heard Pratt may now rub their outraged 
parts and cuss the court – though I 
sought to do my part fairly.  It was 
an extremely close and interesting case 
- an honest lawsuit – for if I were on 
either side I should fight to the end – 
Hope I guesses right – for it is sure to be 
appealed. 
 -19th- 
Trial McCord v Nollett, a lot jumping 
case.  Verdict of jury for plaintiff 
Sent telegram beginning of week to Atty. 
Genl. saying courthouse done but no 
funds for heating – Perry & Harlan signed 
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telegram also.  Answer requiring explanation 
why building &c. exceeded appropriation. 

Diary 11, 1906 
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Ans. that appropriation was not and would 
not be exceeded, but that we desired to put 
in permanent heating pipes instead of 
stoves & that this expense was not a 
part of construction &c. 
 -20th- 
Beautiful day – fine fall, roads 
now frozen & hard – no snow yet for 
sleighing – but clear, cold & exhilarating. 
Hedges telegraphed me from Richardson 
yesterday saying that my lot & cabin there 
was desirable for Signal office – telegraph 
office – that citizens would repair cabin &c 
for years rent – I telegraphed that they 
could have same for year if citizens would 
do $300. in building permanent on lot. 
     Trial Coleman v Ross-Higgins Co. 
- a town lot case – Claypool for plft 
McGinn for defts – instructed jury to return 
verdict for the defendants. 

Diary 11, 1906 
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 22 
Trial Colman v Tharp, Rusk & Smith – an 
eqy case, - verdict of jury for plaintiff. 
 23 
Trial Chappell v Arthur – verdict of 
jury for plaintiff. 
     Mrs. Force – Heiligs daughter 
“Florence” delivered of a fine baby 
girl on 21st its great to be “GrandPa”. 
It appears that Senator – Vice Pres 
=ident Fairbanks is making a great “swing 
around the circle” – he is now making 15 
speeches a day in Oklahoma.  He may 
get the nomination for President – I 
hope so.  When the time comes I will 
assist most vigorously.  Beautiful 
weather – rivers still open & running 
though still water is frozen – No snow. 
A splendid fall – some miners on 
the creeks still “washing up”. 
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 -24- 
Beautiful clear day – warm. 
Note with Charlie Joynt due today. 
$381.50  Woodworth, the stenographer 
whom Hoyt brought to my office 
to take my statements said to George 
yesterday that Hoyt was in Seattle 
& had telegraphed him to have forwarded 
that part of my statement taken by 
both George & Woodworth – he said 
that he had burned his book & 
applied to George for copy – refused. 
 -25- 
Trial Overgard v Nesterberg et al 

- jury called {yesterday morning} 
& when instructions 
asked they {the plaintiff, by Miller & de Journel} 
presented the rankest of 
surface discovery instruction – I told 
them I would give the instructions in 
Charlton v Kelly – Miller & de Journel 
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whispered a few minutes – then called 
McGowan – for defendant – out & talked 
mysteriously - & then came in and 
finally it came out!!  They had 
a telegram from San Francisco 
saying that I had been reversed by 
the Circuit Court of Appeals in the 
case of Lang v. Robinson, wherein 
a surface discovery was held by me 
to be insufficient!!  After they had 
exploded their small bomb I still 
declined to believe that the appellate court 
had repealed the law of discovery or had 
overruled Chrisman v Miller {197} U.S.   
They were scared at their own fears and 
then moved to discharge the jury and try 
the case before the court – which being 
agreed to was done & I am now hearing 
the case without a jury – It will be two 
weeks before we can get copy of the 
decision. 
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The “Times” this morning contains 
a malicious and garbled account 
of the reversal, and seeks to mislead 
the public and poor prospectors 
as far as possible from the truth. 
     John L. McGinn is on a protract 
=ed drunk!  Sorry for John is the 
best lawyer in the Territory & is in 
the midst of his best harvest- 
     Mrs. Maddocks (Miss Thompson 
from Eagle) gave a card party to the 
Club yesterday afternoon at our 
house.  Mrs. W  had it now newly 
papered, papered &c. and the hot 
air furnace makes it a delightful 
warm and cozy home.  Fine 
weather – cold – clear & bracing. 
 -26- 
Gamble v Cribbs – town lot case 
on before a jury - 

Diary 11, 1906 
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 -27- 
Anniversary – 26th of our  
marriage – 
   Case of Gamble v  Cribbs 
finally concluded – 2 days by a  
jury & not to exceed $50. involved! 
Beautiful weather – no snow. 
We attended the Century Club 

- 21 - 



Alaska State Library – Historical Collections   Diary of James Wickersham 
MS 107 Diary 11            June 22, 1906 Through Feb. 7, 1907. 

Ball last night – for a time – but 
did not dance. 
 -28- 
Beautiful Sunday – no snow yet 
but the river is frozen over in one 
or two spots so that it can be crossed 
- but its getting warmer – we still 
sleep out in the tent. 
 -29- 
Jury trial Dormer v McCarty – verdict for 
defendant.  The plaintiff is Belle 

Diary 11, 1906 
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Dormer who has been living with 
McCarty as his mistress for more 
than a year – nearer two years – 
She is an adventuress of the worst 
type – and old Dan McCarty is 
a fool of equal grade.  They have 
been notorious characters here for 
a year or two, - and both ought to have 
been punished long ago for living tog 
=ether in open and notorious adultery. 
 -3- 
Wilson v Winters – jury – verdict for 
deft.   Also plea of guilty in U.S. 
v Wyerhorst – fine $100 & costs. 
Jury cases seem to be ended & 
I notified the bar that I intended to 
discharge jury tomorrow & call 
another in a month or six weeks. 
Mild & threatening to snow - but 
so far a beautiful month of October 

Diary 11, 1906 
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 -31st- 
     Jury discharged – no jury 
cases ready – and bar unanimously 
satisfied to have jury dismissed and 
another called in a month or six 
weeks.  Harlan came in this 
afternoon & had been walking & 
drinking with Reynoldson – says 
R- is preparing to attack Perry on 
charges of “knocking down” – taking a 
portion of the sums received by deputies 
for board & lodging prisoners.  Whether 
there is any truth in it no one yet knows 
 “Halloween.” 
 -Nov 1.- 
Harry Cohn – Asst Dist. Atty. is 
very sick. 
 -2- 
Trial Stearns v Warren – a case of a 
 “siren and a sucker”. 
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 -3rd- 
Call of motion calendar. 
Wrote letter to Col. Boynton, Mgr 
Assoc. Press, Washington D.C. & sent 
him copy of letters 7 interrogatories 

sent to Senator McCumber; Also 
sent similar letters & copies to 
Walter E. Clark, Wash. D. C. 
& to Editor J. H McLean.  Minne 
apolis Journal. 
 A good snow at last. 
 -4th- 
Sunday Times publishes the 
opinion in Lange v Robinson – 
reversing my action of dismissal 
in that case, and also a Claypool 
editorial criticising me for what 
he pleases to call the “new law” 
of discovery as laid down by me. 
There is really but little in the 
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opinion that is new – evidently 
the court had a poor idea of the 
facts, and strained the law to its 
utmost – but as it only decided 
that case, it will afford me but 
little aid – it will, however, afford 
the Miller Dodge-Claypool school 
a fine chance to carry on big law 
suits on a flimsy foundation 
of “gentlemanly perjury” and 
theory. 
 -5- 
Mail in yesterday – letters from 
Darrell.  Also Valdez papers which 
show that following my telegram to 
J. G. Snyder & others the dance halls 
& games were all closed & all 
that class of people left Valdez 
for Cordova, - and there is a howl. 
Both papers cry out – but both admit 
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that a bad condition existed there 
& blame the local authorities for it. 
Cohn, Asst. Dist. Atty. sick - bad 
sore throat for week, dangerous but now 
getting better.  Beautiful sunny 
day – but cold. 
     Again hearing Vault Creek case – 
Reversal of Lang v Robinson, and the 
action of the Circuit Court of Appeals 
in holding that a few – 2 to 6 – colors 
of gold on  the surface of the deep over 
lying bed of muck is a sufficient 
finding of mineral to constitute a 
“discovery”, are being agitated by the 
Miller, Claypool, de Journel crowd 
who editorially in the “Times” and by 
loud talk on the street, are trying to 
stampede the camp back to a muck 
discovery.  The “News” tonight flays 
them for perjurers &c. & the “Times” will 

Diary 11, 1906 of course, support them.  And thus 
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and07a 

the merry war will go on.  I will at 
once take up the case of Overgarrd, 
v Westerberg from Tenderfoot Creek, where 
the identical question is again raised 
& will consider it carefully with a 
view of supporting labor & truth. 
 -6th 
20º below zero last night – 
15º below zero in our tent & I 
think Debbie is now willing to move 
into the house.  We have slept in the 
tent since we came here in July. 
 -7th- 
Decided the Vault Creek case yesterday 
evening – held as a fact that Gilmore 
made no surface – muck discovery 
as he claimed & swore to – and said 
that in my judgment he had committed 
perjury – notified counsel & litigants 
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that hereafter in such case I would 
state whether the person claiming such 
discovery was lying or not – I will, 
too, in plain English, for I hope by that 
means to stop much of the perjury 
that is prevalent in such cases. 
It is too strong a temptation for 
most miners, when by just a little 
safe and gentlemanly perjury by 
saying that when they staked they 
also – when alone – panned along 
the muck bank and found colors 
of gold – and thus win a case where 
thousands of dollars – and even greater 
sums are involved.  If I should 
weakly yield to what is claimed to be 
the decision in Lange v Robinson, it 
would substitute perjury for 
discovery.  Tried case of McDougall 
v Newlands & Olsen today – a case 
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where wood choppers trespassed 
upon a homestead & cut timber 
Held, that the timber and wood belonged 
to the homesteader & not to the cutter. 
Claypool was beaten again for he 
represented the woodchoppers – he 
is unfortunate in his cases – and 
probably “cusses the court” accordingly. 
     Clear & cold, 10º to 20º below. 
Election news:  Republicans carry 
New York – Washington & Congress 
will continue Republican 
Am not going hunting= 
 -8th- 
     Clear & beautiful day. 
Tried case of Wimbish v Cascaden 
a miners lien case & an interesting 

one.  
 -9th- 
Beautiful day – clear & warmer 
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Just recd. telegram from Attorney 
General asking me to go to Juneau 
in February and try the Berners 
Bay cases – mining cases & to 
telegraph to Judge Gunnison 
about it & then advise Dept. 
     Also telegram from L. P. Shackleford 
from Washington, D.C. asking 
me not to refuse to come, and 
saying that charges for removal 
of Gunnison were being filed, &c. 
Verily the judge in the 1st Division 
has his troubles also. 
     Telegraphed Gunnison giving 
Atty Genl. telegram in full- 
     Loaned Edgar & Fred Crouch 
$450. – they agree to repay $200. on 
Dec. 1 and Fred is going out to 
sink holes on my claims off Dis. 
on Cleary Creek. 

Diary 11, 1906 
november10and11a
nd12a 

 -10- 
Call of Motion docket and 
trial of Elbing v Hastings – 
“Times” this morning contains 
editorial – attacking me on the 
“discovery” question & placing 
itself flatly in favor of “Muck 
discovery”.  This editorial I 
am informed was written by Claypool. 
 -11th- 
Go out to Cleary Creek today 
to locate places for assessment 
shafts on my mining claims 
on left limit of “Discovery”. 
 -12- 
Reached Cleary at 5 oclock last 
evening – walked from end of RR 
at Gilmore – 8 miles.   Visited 
Krause, Comr and others - lodged 
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at the “Grand Hotel” - $1.00 a meal 
& $2.50 for a bed- 
     This morning in company with 
Krause, Fred Crouch & Bryant 
examined lines of my bench claims 
on left limit of “Discovery Claim”. 
Krause surrendered his lease 
& all claims to the lay on the claim 
Told me that he found 14 feet of 
gravel carrying a cent to the pan. 
Pointed out two places for Fred 
& Bryant to sink shafts – made 
arrangements with “Tom” Aiken of 
Discovery to let the boys have steam 

- 23 - 



Alaska State Library – Historical Collections   Diary of James Wickersham 
MS 107 Diary 11            June 22, 1906 Through Feb. 7, 1907. 

to thaw with – I to pay for it 
Left Cleary at 10:30 a m caught 
1 oclock train at Gilmore & 
home tonight.  Fine day & 
beautiful view from summit 
     Turkish Bath = $5.00!! 
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 -13th- 
Two rows in court today.  In the 
case of Elbing v Hastings, Roth and 
Woodward, the defendants undertook 
to dismiss Pratt – their attorney and 
he resisted & would not be discharged 
in the middle of the case.  I postponed 
the further trial till tomorrow to give 
them time to arrange it.  Pratt is 
bitter against Attorney Roth, his 
associate counsel in that case, and 
accused him of unfairness &c.  This 
afternoon Stevens & Dodge had a 
bitter quarrel in which each accused 
the other of unfairness and fake swearing. 
Bretheren – of that kind – do not always 
dwell together in peace. 
Learned today that my opponents 
sent a telegram to Washington saying 
that I called a witness a liar – the telegram 
was a lie, for I never used such language. 
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 -14- 
Pratt would not settle with his 
clients in Elbing v Roth and quit 
the case, though they tendered him 
his entire fee, so I was obliged 
to and did make an order discharg 
ing him from the case.  Decided the 
case for Hastings up on the theory 
which Pratt denounced and upon 
which he and Roth differed – a 
decided victory for Roth. 
 -15th- 
Recd. telegram from Judge Gunnison 
in answer to mine proposing that 
he come here while I am at Juneau 
- that we exchange so that he can 
try the Dome Creek Cases.  Gave 
the story – telegrams – to the News 
& they had a big “scare head” announc 
=ing Gunnisons coming – We will 
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see how the bar will like the 
change. 
 -16th- 
The “Times”, this morning in speaking 
of the change of Judges is not 
overly enthusiastic, but says that 
both I and the litigants in the “pie 
-plate-muck-discovery” cases will 
be pleased with the change. 

Engaged in trial of Becker v Russell 
for yesterday & today – will take tomorrow 
Learn that my opponents are now 
calling Cale, delegate to Congress, a 
“traitor”, because he wont help them 
fight me.  They have written to Senator 
Nelson appealing to him & denouncing 
Cale.  In short they repudiate Cale 
& set up Nelson as their representative. 
     Ladies and club tonight at 
Judge & Mrs. Irwin’s. 
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 -17- 
Ed. Orr. and the Valdez mail 
got in at midnight.  Fine 
weather – has been only zero weather 
for two weeks – clear & beautiful. 
Am beginning to shut off on trials 
of cases and am closing up all 
matters so that if President does 
not reappoint me business will 
be ready for my retirement. 
 -18th- 
Sunday – beautiful day – warm 
- not below zero – fine skating & sleighing 
Reynoldson, chief deputy for Perry 
since his appointment in 1900, went 
out on the Valdez stage today.  Mr  
Harlan told me that he carried letters 
from Dodge & my opponents – and 
I suspect he goes out to begin a fight 
on Perry, who discharged him Oct. 1. 
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They now make a serious but new 
charge against me – viz – that I write 
the editorials for the “News.”  To think 
that even my enemies should charge 
me with writing such twaddle as 
both papers publish in their editorial 
columns!!  {Thats too much!} 
     Mr. & Mrs. Orr & Thorald took dinner 
with Debbie & me tonight.  Am 
now working to get motions for new 
trials off hands, and all business 
closed up before December when Congress 
meets – the President will then have to 
make a new appointment – and if 
Hoyts report is against me I may 
not be reappointed – in which case 
I wish to have all business of my 
office done up to that date. 
Am writing opinions today in a 
lien case – Wimbish v Cascaden 
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 -19th- 
Hearing arguments in usury case 
today.  “Times” roasting me daily 
Warm & snowing.  Nothing new. 
Preparing opinion in the case 
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of Overgaard v Westerberg – a 
surface discovery mining case. 
 -22- 
The Eagles Theater, corner 
2nd Ave & Wickersham St. 
was opened tonight.  It 
is the finest hall that I know 
of in Alaska – lighted  
by electricity & heated by steam 
I was asked to make a short 
address & did so – recd 
long & enthusiastic applause 
when I appeared & felt 
greatly pleased thereby – it 
was an ovation such as 
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does one good.  Entertainment 
by minstrels, song & fun- 
 -24- 
Hearing cases every day but 
also hearing motions for 
new trials &c. & busy putting 
things in final order in 
anticipation of the possible 
appointment of a successor 
on opening of Congress 
on Dec. 3rd    New 
courthouse done – but 
papering & we will move 
in about Tuesday next. 
 -27th- 
     Engaged for three or four days 
in trial of Weiss v Russell. 
Cold today - 34º below zero. 
Snow yesterday & trails good. 
Courthouse about done! 
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John McGinn came down 
tonight to tell me that in 
Seattle today Barnette was 
a witness in civil case of 
Cansten v Barnette - & 
on cross examination admitted 
that in 1885 or ‘6 he was 
convicted in Oregon of larceny 
& sentenced to the penitentiary 
- that he was afterwards par 
=doned by Gov. Pennoyer 
The “Times” in the morning 
will exploit the whole story, 
& will, of course, try to damn 
me with my alleged friendship 
for Barnette.  We all 
have skeletons in our closet. 
 -28th- 
40º below zero – a dense 
fog prevails – caused by 

Diary 11, 1906 moisture in atmosphere 

november28b I suppose.     We finished 
Weiss v Russell today but 
I adjourned it till Friday for 
argument.   Also quit the 
old Century Hall on 5th Street - 
it was cold as a barn & the 
new court room can be ready 
by Friday  -  The Barnette 
expose was heralded in the 
most brutal way in the “Times” 
- the heading “Ex-Convict” being 
in letters 6 inches long – three 
Two years ago Cap. Anderson who 
owns & commands the policy 
of the “Times” was a tramp & 
Barnette aided him – at the 
request of Barnette I asked 
Stier to appoint Anderson 
Road Com. & he did so. 

Diary 11, 1906 
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[newspaper clipping:] 
“CAPT. ANDERSON 
     STARTS AGAIN 
Old Sourdough Miner Starts 
     Life All Over Again on 
 the Coast. 
NO MORE NEWSPAPERS 
Friends Stake Him to Make a 
     New Start in the Sew- 
 ard Country. 
March 1, 1910. [handwritten] 
  Capt. L. B. Anderson, likeable 
old Sourdough who once was sup- 
posed to be fairly on Easy Street, 
left last night for Seward, staked 
by his friends to begin life over 
again and try for another stake in 
his old age. 
  Capt. Anderson was a victim of 
the newspaper business in Fair- 
banks, wrecks from which strew 
the banks of the Tanana and the 
creeks that are pups thereof.  He 
allowed a bunch of printers to talk 
him into a newspaper enterprise, 
and once in a game he had to go 
through.  He had his personal 
troubles and sought to make his 
paper help him fight them.  He 
printed a story of the past life of 
a man he disliked, and that started 
the finish.  The man himself, owned 
a newspaper ,and that paper pro- 
ceeded to print some alleged chap- 
teers in the past life of Capt. And- 
erson – the notable point of the af- 
fair was that the men whom Capt. 
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Anderson backed to run his paper, 
and which depleted his bankroll, 
were the men who were running 
the paper which first printed the 
alleged chapters in the Captain’s 
book of life – and they printed it 
in the first issue of the paper which 
appeared after they took charge of 
it.  Lawsuits which followed com- 
pleted the financial wreck of Capt. 
Andreson, and he is now starting 
life all over again. 
     Capt. Andreson is a good old 
sport, and Northerners thinks a lot 
of him.  Wherever he goes and 
whatever he undertakes, he will 
have the best wishes of most of 
the people of Tanana.  Of one thing 
the world may feel assured – he will 
back no more newspapers.” 

Diary 11, 1906 
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Anderson collected road 
taxes - & “saved” enough to 
get started – a mine suddenly 
disclosed a paystreak & now 
he cant hate Barnette enough. 
I am told that he is to appear 
at the Thanksgiving Ball tonight 
in a dress suit – it is the talk 
of the town!!  A beggar on horse 
back!  A blackguard & blackmailer! 
It seems that Barnette was 
found guilty of larceny as bailer 
- sentenced to 4 years & served 
18 mos. and was then pardoned 
by Gov. Pennoyer.  McGinns 
brother prosecuted the case & 
Senator Gearin defended. 
W. H. Adams, lawyer, tried to 
make Barnette secure his reelection 
as city atty. a year ago – by threats of 
exposing him – but B- could not succeed 
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 Nov. 29, 1906. 
Thanksgiving Day.  We 
had a big turkey Dinner 
tonight at home.  Edgar 
& Lizzie.  Ralph & Inez Merrill, 
Charlie Joynt & Mrs. Ambrose 
& Fred Crouch – It was a  
fine fat turkey - & a good 
dinner – a pleasant hour 
afterwards – The table was 
loaded with good things – turkey 
cranberries (native) mince pie, 
salad, apples, candies, &c &c 
cigars & cards afterwards & 
Edgar, Charlie Joynt & I talked 

“Patoka” for an hour.  Still 
40º below zero – foggy but 
quiet – no wind.  Fine roads 
- trails good – Curling clubs – 
skating rinks &c in full operation 
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 Nov 30 
Friday.  Held court in 
the new court house today 
for the first time.  Finished 
trail Weiss v Russell et al 
& decided for defendants. 
Also denied Pratts motion 
to quash proceedings in the 
contempt case against Leber. 
Leber was served with subpoena 
from Clerks office, was paid, & 
received his fees, and then Pratt 
advised him to go and pay on 
attention to the process.  He did 
so, & upon presentation of the 
facts I issued a warrant & he 
was arrested at Valdez.  Pratt 
seems greatly excited – first 
because it is his client who is 
to suffer from his advice & 
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second because he is as much 
- or more – in contempt of 
court than Leber himself. 
Harlan came to plead with 
me last night – I am told 
that Leber is behind with his 
accounts as administrator of 
the estate out of which this 
proceeding grows & this may 
account for their anxiety not 
to return. 
 Dec. 1st 
It has been 40º below zero 
for several days but this 
morning it is but 30º 
Court today and finished up 
as many old matters & brought 
all business up to date as 
nearly as possible because 
the Congress meets on Monday 
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and the President may not 
reappoint me.  If not I am 
anxious to be as near cleared 
up with the work as possible. 
I learned tonight that Leber 
whom I caused to be held at 
Valdez for contempt was really 
on his way to France – to get 
money on a mining scheme. 
Colder tonight = 40º below. 
 3rd 
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Court – finished up Funchion 
v Zimmerman – decided for plft. 
against McGinn.   Pratt made 
a display of his craziness again 
& Cohn acted badly – The “Times” 
- Anderson – Kelsey, et. al. have 
been trying for some time to get 
the miners Assoc. to send a 
Com. of 3 – Ronan & others 
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to Washington D. C. ostensibly 
to assist Cale, but really to 
work against me – It was 
brought up tonight at their 
regular meeting & Anderson 
& Kelsey made the fight but 
were beaten on every turn!! 
The miners are evidently getting 
their eyes open to their true 
interests. 
 -5- 
“News” tonight has Wash. D. C. 
telegram saying that President 
has not yet received Hoyts report 
but that if it is adverse he will 
not again send my name to 
the Senate, but in meantime 
I am to continue to act as 
judge!!  Damn nice fix! 
Still at work writing opinions 
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 -6- 
Warmer today – only 30º 
below zero – it has been 40º 
below for 8 days.  Nothing 
new from Washington today. 
Am still doing current court 
work & writing opinions. 
 -7th. 
About 30º below all day –  
Rendered written opinion in 
Odegaard v Westerberg – the 
first Tenderfoot creek 
case to be decided – found 
for the defendants & Miller & 
de Journel are disgusted- 
The trouble with them is 1. They 
take any sort of a case offered 
to them - and (2) they are not 
strict to see that their clients 
tell the truth – hence lying 
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is the strength of most of their 
cases.  We are pretty well 
settled in the new offices in the 
courthouse.  Harlan & Cohn 
are moving in today. 
 -8th- 
Called court calendar & motion list 

- but little business left, and that 
from day to day.  Harlan & Cohn & 
Pratt & Dodge are now scared for 
fear Carr will be appointed my successor 
in case the President does not reappoint 
me.  They know Carr – he is vain & 
while sporting the title “General” is yet 
a rank coward – morally at least, - 
& they know his feeling toward them is one 
of unfriendliness – I can get along with 
him – if he should be appointed, as well 
or better than most of the lawyers. 
Pratt says Dodge wont accept 
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the judgeship – My! what a farce 
if he should.  They are depending 
on Senator Piles, & Hoyt to land 
Carr.  Hoyt was a companion & 
friend in Seattle & Gov. McGraw 
is also a strong friend of Carrs & so 
between the three, they hope to get in. 
But – lets wait. 
 -9th- 
We took dinner this evening with 
“Judge” & Mrs Erwin – my old Washington 
friend – “Tennesseans suh” – they are 
nice people & especially Mrs Erwin 
who is a typical southern girl with a 
slow drawl of negro brogue – 
 -12- 
Warmer yesterday.  Am writing 
opinions & getting the “house in order” 
ready for the rearrangement if a new 
judge is to be appointed - 

Diary 11, 1906 
december12band13 

We hear nothing from Washington 
about it, - but as the Senate is 
now holding up the confirmation  
of the cabinet officers it is not 
surprising.  The Name of Bonaparte 
for Attorney General is held up for a 
week or more & they  must be having 
a decided row in the capitol.  Let 
em fight – it will do them good. 
 -13- 
Bonaparte – Atty Genl. confirmed. 
Debbie had the “500” Club – 32 tonight 
at cards – a very nice party. 
Weather is warmer – about 20º below 
but fine weather – clear & crisp. 
Nothing all week on my opinion 
in Cascaden v Bortolis – new trial. 
A very interesting point on the admission 
of evidence involved & am giving it 
careful attention. 

Diary 11, 1906 
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 -15- 
Opinion in Cascaden v Bortolis 
& motion docket today – 
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Nothing from Washington yet. 
I imagine that my interrogatories 
to McCumber – sent to the 
President have all been sent 
to Hoyt, who has been in  
Seattle for the last month or 
so trying Capt. Bodfish & 
Capt. Newth, of the Arctic 
whaling fleet for crimes 
committed there.  Bodfish 
was acquitted & the papers 
yesterday say Newths case 
was continued till next 
summer – so Hoyt can now 
devote some time to my case. 
     Recd. notice from Washington 
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today that I would receive 
no salary from July 1 to Aug 
6, when I first took my oath 
of office, - a loss of $500. 
- that makes my loss for the 
year – expenses to Washington 
& back - $2500. & this $500 
- a total of $3000.  My 
ordinary expenses for the 
year will more than eat up 
the other $2000. so I will 
have worked a whole year 
for nothing!  Well, it may 
be a brave and courageous 
thing to hang on & fight for 
freedom & good government 
in Alaska – but it certainly  
dont bring in a large cash 
return – but, Ill stay any 
way - 
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 -16th- 
Appointed Henry Roden, a 
young lawyer Reffree in Bank 
Referee in Bankruptcy 
yesterday – [?] Jeremiah Cousley 
resigned.  Beautiful sunny 
day – about 2 ½ hours of 
sunshine – there is never 
a day that the sun may not 
& few that it does not strike 
Fairbanks.  Our house 
is warm & comfortable. 
     The Barnette expose in 
the “Times” was so malicious & 
so apparently intended, that 
the effect was just the opposite 
from what Anderson expected. 
He has been so effectually abused 
even by his own friends & so 

Diary 11, 1906 scared now by fear of suits 

december16band17
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for damages &c. that he is 
as meek as a coward usually 
is when in danger.  His paper 
has not said a word of abuse 
against any of us for more 
than a week and Tozier tells 
me that Anderson told him he 
intended to “cut it out” – quit. 
The dirty cowardly assassin! 
He did everything which an 
assassin could or would do 
with all the means at his 
command - & then wants to 
quit.  But – well thats another 
story. 
 -17- 
Began trial of case Heikkela 
v Boucher – a Tenderfoot 
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mining case – before jury. 
     Attended opera – think of 
it, - at Eagle Theater tonight. 
“The Merry Milkmaids” & it was 
well staged & produced, the 
singing being especially good. 
 -18- 
Continuation trial of yesterday 
Telegraphic reports that Hemples 
bank & store at Valdez burglar 
=ized & burned & St Elias 
Hotel burned also. 
 -19- 
Trial of Heikkella case on 
Weather has moderated & 
for this week much warmer 
- about zero.  Am now 
training at Curling Rink 
- fine exercise. 
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 -20- 
Reports by newspaper 
today that Hoyts report 
in my matter has been rec 
=eived in Washington & is 
in part unfavorable.  Well, 
Ive done the best I could 
on this wild frontier - & have 
the absolute approval of 
my own conscience - & that 
is a victory of itself.  I 
will heave a sign of relief 
when I yield the burden 
to other shoulders.  I would 
rather be in my own position 
than to have done as Hoyt 
did – try the issues against 
a man in secret & condemn 
him without giving him the 
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names of his accusers or 
the witnesses against him. 
     Trial of Heikkela v 
Boucher ended tonight by 
verdict for plaintiff – a 
close case & sympathy won. 
Had a row with de Journel 
atty. for Heikkela today & 
roasted him to a turn.  He 
roasted me first to the jury 
- but I waited until the 
jury went out. 
 -21st- 
Shortest day of the year – a fine 
day - 8º below zero but comfortable. 
Nothing new from Washington 
Hearing another case today – before 
the court without a jury. 
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 -22- 
Trial of a Cleary creek mining 
case – yesterday, today & it will 
go over till Monday – The “News” 
has out a fine Christmas edition 
with Vice Pres. Fairbanks on the 
front page &c. and my own 
picture on an inside front 
page with an attack on 
McCumber, Nelson & Kittredge 
Warmer weather – 
 -23- 
Sunday – Played at the Curling 
Rink last night – my team 
defeated.  Nothing new from 
Washington.  Received telegram 
from Stephen Birch.  New 
York asking where a letter 
would reach me – I answered 
to send to to Fairbanks - 
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 -24- 
The “Times” this morning 
had a Washington dispatch 
saying that Hoyts report 
was unfavorable to me – 
that McCumber & Nelson 
had seen it and were pleased 
&c. but that “if the President 
concluded to stick by me 
he would not send my name 
to the Senate till near the  
close” &c    They do not shout 
like they deemed victory very 
sure – well – lets wait. 
Concluded case of Choate 
v Woodson & took it under 
advisement.  Briefs to be 
filed.  25º above zero &  

warm. 
Diary 11, 1906 
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 -25- 
Christmas.  Warm & snow. 
Called on Judge Irwins & had 
a glass of eggnog – dinner 
with Mr & Mrs Force – the 
Heiligs also present. 
Warm & snowing.  We  
received a few Christmas 
presents from friends & 
gave a few – a very pleasant 
Christmas. 
 -26- 
18º above zero this morning 
& snowing light – about 4. in. 
fell yesterday & last night – this 
will make the roads good all winter. 
Trial of Yost v Evergreen Min. Co. 
a suit by Yost whom I met in 
Eagle & on 70 Mile. 5 years ago to 
recover his wages -  

Diary 11, 1906 
december26b 

Recd. telegram from Darrell 
this morning, from Seattle, saying 
“Am at Bremerton for four months 
Puget Sound three more.” 
This means that he has been trans 
=ferred from the “Tacoma” and we hope 
to the “Nebraska” – battleship. 
     Telegram to “News” today saying 
that Senator Penrose, of Penn. 
is to see the President tomorrow & 
try to have him settle my case 
finally – I suppose Penrose 
is against me & that his visit 
is brought about by McCumber, 
Nelson et. al. with intention to get 
the President to quit.  Well 
I dont like to be defeated – but 
they dont either, I suppose, and 
it’s a question of bulldozing the 
President – Can they do it? 
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 -27- 
Nothing new, except my 
enemies insist that I have 
sent in my resignation & they 
pretend to fear that Carr 
will be appointed my successor 
Court today – but only formal 
 -29- 
McGinn received a telegram 
yesterday from Mark Sullivan 
his partner, who is in Washington 
saying nothing known yet of 
Hoyts report – is in hands of 
Atty. Genl. Bonaparte, but no 
information outside as to its 
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contents.  The enemy is prob 
=ably lying when they claim 
to know what it is.  Trial 
Yost v Evergreen Min. Co. by jury 
- verdict for plaintiff. 
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 -30- 
Sunday – fine warm weather 
for some time past – just 
above zero & fine sleighing. 
Recd. telegram from Atty Genl 
in answer to mine about 
conflict with Signal Corps 
who refuse to produce telegrams 
in Tanana Trad. Co v N.A.T. & T. Co 
He evidently brought them to 
a settlement of the matter. 
 -31st- 
Some colder today - 10º below 
zero – a clear beautiful night. 
Telegram from Washington 
today saying that the Attorney 
General had just finished 
examining Hoyts report, &c. in 
my case and had sent them 
to the President.  Well! 
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now it is the President who 
is to say what he will do. 
Whether he will stand by the 
solemn assurance which he 
gave me in Washington or 
will not – that’s the question! 
It will depend for its answer 
upon secret investigations 
evidence unknown to me given 
by persons whom I do not know 
- whom I did not have an 
opportunity to face, and the 
final chance impression 
which some thing may make 
on his mind – Still I cant 
but have confidence that he 
will give me a fair chance 
If he does not I shall quit 
& go to work with a least a 
breath of relief that after 
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nearly seven years of – six 
and a half – strenuous life 
I can go to work at my own 
business with better chances 
of success.  Heres a Happy 
New Years to my friends 
and the President! 
 January 1, 1907. 
Fine mild winter day - 18º 
below zero at day break but 
warmer each hour till at 

night it was above zero – 
fine sleighing. 
     Many of the ladies kept 
open house, and in company 
with others, received all friends 
& neighbors who called.  Some 
saved coffee, cake &c while 
others served light punch & 
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still others champagne, whisky 
in unlimited quantities.  Many 
of the young men were drunk 
before they finished the rounds. 
I called in company with Mr. 
Harlan & Mr Cohn – but we went 
so fast and drank so little that 
we came through safely. 
Debbie received quietly & without 
ostentation – Lizzie – Inez – 
& little Miss Root – Mrs. McNeils 
sister assisted here.  They had 
callers & a pleasant time. 
 -2nd- 
Intended to go out to the Creeks 
today but concluded not to 
do so.  Fred. Crouch went out 
& will get a prospecting boiler 
& sink two holed to bedrock 
for me on Cleary Creek - 
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Nothing from Washington yet. 
though I certainly expect a 
move any day. 
    Nothing much in court as I am 
unable to begin anything of 
importance for fear of leaving 
it in a bad shape if I am 
not reappointed. 
 -4th- 
“Times” has a Wash. D.C. dis 
=patch saying, in effect that 
Atty Genl & President had a 
consultation yesterday about 
my case – that President is 
disappointed with Hoyts report, 
- that he will probably send a 
statement to Senate &c.  It 
gives but little information 
- only conjectures, but nothing 
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of a disquieting nature. 
He would not need to send 
a statement to the Senate if 
he was not going to reappoint 
me – the dispatch also says 
that he is looking for some 
way to keep me in office 
till I resign!! – a silly 
story to that extent – but 
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the tendency is that the Pres 
=ident will sustain me –  
New trial in Weiss v Russell 
denied today. 
 5th 
Nothing from Washington today 
Motion calendar in court 
& a hard days work. 
Contest at Curling Rink 
tonight – my side won 
in a fine game - Snowing 
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 -6th- 
Sunday – Nothing new. 
Warm weather – about zero. 
 -7th- 
28º degrees above zero 
this morning – a remarkable 
state of weather to me for 
I certainly expected it 
to be colder around the 
holidays. 
“News” has just received telegram 
as follows: 
     “Positively known Hoyts report Wick 
=ersham direct variance with Days 
and against Judge.  Finds nothing effect 
=ing Wickershams honor or integrity 
but conditions Fairbanks district such 
as to call for clean slate by appointment 
of a new judge.  Roosevelt and Attorney 
General had had several conferences 
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lately.   President undecided what 
to do.  Decide few days. Roosevelt 
learns Hoyt candidate judgeship in 
Alaska.  Several Senators criticise 
appointment subordinate judiciary 
official investigate United States judge. 
Within past week petitions wired 
Roosevelt from Nome and Juneau that 
Wickersham be transferred either place. 
President not considering transfer.” 
     This is the substance of Walter 
E. Clarks telegram to the Seattle 
“P.-I.” and is probably authentic. 
Boiled down it means that some 
disappointed litigants are dissatisfied 
& that Hoyt wants to be judge!!! 
Well, if the decision is against me 
I’ll join the ranks of the disappointed 
litigants, and give Mr. Hoyt a round 
to show him how it feels! 
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     Thompson, Ed. of the “News”, 
sent a telegram to the President 
urging my reappointment, but I 
doubt the advisability of doing so. 
 -8- 

Our side lost the Curling Contest 
last night – Rays boys beat us. 
Warm weather - 20º to 30º above 
& roofs leaking – mine is tight 
and does not leak.  No other word 
from Washington yet. 
Percy Palmer gives me a letter 
this morning as follows: 
     “Fairbanks, Alaska, Jany 7, 1907 
To the President, Washington, D.C. 
Sir. I am the senior member of the firm 
of Palmer & Field engaged in mercantile 
business at Fairbanks, Alaska.  I know 
Mr. Henry M. Hoyt, District Attorney of Nome, 
whom I met in Fairbanks in September last 
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while he was here investigating the 
judicial situation.  He called at my place 
of business in Fairbanks and asked about 
my views on the question involved.  I met 
him again on board the Steamer Tanana 
between the 22nd and 24th days of Sept 
=ember 1906 as he was leaving Fairbanks 
for Nome, via Fort Gibbon.  I went on the 
same boat with him from Fairbanks to 
Fort Gibbon and was aboard with him for two 
days and a half.  At the time he left Fairbanks 
Mr. Roy V. Nye, Bion A. Dodge, Roy Maddocks 
and Robert Fleming were on the boat.  I met 
Mr. Hoyt several times during the two 
and a half days voyage down the Tanana 
river from Fairbanks to Fort Gibbon.  I 
occupied a stateroom adjoining that of 
Mr. Hoyt and since the partitions were very 
thin and it was impossible to prevent it 
I overheard conversations and consultations 

Diary 11, 1907 
january08c 

between Mr. Hoyt and those gentlemen 
regarding a report which they were preparing 
against Judge Wickersham.  I know those 
men and know that they were all opposed 
to Judge Wickersham and know from their 
conversations and consultations with Mr. Hoyt 
that they were preparing a report against Judge 
Wickersham for Mr. Hoyt to use.  From their 
consultations with Mr. Hoyt it impressed 
me that they were engaged in getting that report 
into such shape as to meet Mr. Hoyts views 
since he was frequently consulted about it. 
Mr. Nye is a lawyer formerly of the firm of 
Carr & Nye at Fairbanks, and had his typewriter 
on board and was busily engaged in the prep 
=aration of the report assisted by the other 
gentlemen.  Mr. Bion A. Dodge is also 
a lawyer and I am informed that those two 
have conducted the local opposition to 
Judge Wickersham for a long time. 

Diary 11, 1907 Mr. Maddock & Mr. Fleming were assisting 
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against Judge Wickersham and they 
held frequent consultations in regard thereto 
with Mr. Hoyt who seemed to assist them by 
stating the points which he wished to have 
them cover in their report. 
     Messrs Dodge and Fleming got off the 
boat at Hot Springs about half way 
down to Fort Gibbon; Mr. Maddock went 
on down on our baot until he met another 
boat going back up the river where he 
transferred; while Mr. Nye went on 
down to Ft. Gibbon with Mr. Hoyt.  From 
my general knowledge of those men I know 
that they were actively engaged in making up 
the report against Judge Wickersham 
and had let no opportunity go by to do 
him an injury and Mr. Hoyt knew it also. 
     During the conversations I had with 
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Mr. Hoyt at Fairbanks and during that 
trip he said to me that he was coming back 
to Fairbanks and gave me the impression 
from what he said that he was coming 
back as judge of this district in place 
of Judge Wickersham.  I have no 
interest in this matter other than as a 
citizen and one who desires to see the 
courts of one country given a square 
deal. Respectfully, 
“ Percy H. Palmer.” 
Several business men have expressed a 
willingness to assist in sending the above & in 
an endorsement to the President by telegraph. 
 -9th- 
Nothing new except business men will 
act – but the telegraph is down & may 
not be up for some days - & then we 
will telegraph Palmers letter & backing 
to the President.  Heard case today 
arguments in Choate v Woodson, et al 

Diary 11, 1907 
january10and11 

 -10- 
The thermometer dropped 40 or 50º 
yesterday afternoon & last night & 
was 35º below at daylight this 
morning.  Nothing from Washington 
- telegraph lines down.  Business 
men passing around an endorsment 
of Percy Palmer & condemning Hoyt. 
 -11- 
The business man rather “flunked” 
- they are so afraid of getting into a 
controversy – that they will not assume 
burdens & may be they are right – They 
brought their paper in and advised 
against sending it – that the contents 
seemed a reflection not only against 

Hoyt but also the President &c. &c. 
so I asked them to forgo their endorsment 
of Palmer & let him stand alone. 
- think they fear I am down anyway! 

Diary 11, 1907 
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 -12- 
30º above zero this morning. 
The “Times” this morning has a 
roast of Palmer – calls him an 
eavesdropper &c. & threatens him 
with the loss of business.  I am 
now convinced that this threat of a 
public attack was what scared 
the others out last night.  The most 
pronounced characteristic of a 
“business” man is cowardice – he 
calls it “conservatism”’  Nice long 
letter from Leehey – of Brown & L 
-  Lawyers, Seattle.  Mail in & Debbie 
got 2 or 3 letters from Darrell 
- he is on the “Nebraska.” 
McGinn has been drinking heavily 
this winter - & losing cases - & now, 
he, too – cusses the court!  He is still 
nice to me – but refuses to act - & talks 
ugly when not in my presence. 

Diary 11, 1907 
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McGinn & Dillon carried around 
the Palmer letter with a short statement 
in support of it and several of the 
lawyers signed it – others will do so. 
 -13- 
Sunday – Mild – but windy  
Nothing new from Washington. 
The Masonic Club, had large (for it) 
meeting last night & I gave a talk 
on the Quadriform (Cardinal Point) basis 
of the order & explained how those same 
principles were widespread in America 
- in Asia in Ancient times & today. 
 -14th- 
Nothing from Washington yet – the 
telegraph wires are down on account 
of high winds.  Spent whole day 
in hearing trial of McCarty estate. 
 -15 
Nothing:  Hearing McCarty Estate. 

Diary 11, 1907 
january16and17and
18 

 -16- 
Hearing in McCarty Estate ended. 
very interesting question of law of 
descent – curtesy involved – 
Began trial Thomas v Freidman – 
Sick this afternoon – adjourned court. 
Think it is a culmination of long 
continued nicotine poisoning from 
smoking cigars. 
 -17th 
Feel better today & continued court. 
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The telegraph lines have been down 
since the 8th and no word from 
Washington since that date. 
Decided Thomas v Freidman – in 
favor of plaintiff. 
 -18- 
Nothing from Washington.  Cold  
- 40º below again.  Trial of  a 
small admiralty case. 

Diary 11, 1907 
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 -19- 
50º below zero - woo′-uh 
but its cold.  But I rather like 
cold weather – One expects it & 
really it seems as if we’ve had 
none this winter.  Nothing yet 
from Wash – telegraph lines may 
not be up for a month – Well 
there will be but a little of it when 
the wire comes – either for or against 
Vault Creek, a month ago was 
said to be utterly valueless – no 
paystreak could be found – A 
week ago they accidentally dropped 
on it & it is growing richer & richer 
every day – Vault may turn out a rich 
stream.  Crouch has the second hole 
or shaft down on my claim off Dis. 
on Cleary – 41 feet deep, - deeper 
than the bed rock on Dis. – show that 
there may be a different channel &c 
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The “Tanana Club” is making great 
preparations for a “blow out” tonight 
- the 1st Ann. of its existence.  Claypool 
has made it a popular guzzling place. 
 -20th- 
45º below zero last night - 55º 
by some thermometers,  Sunday & 
we took dinner with the St. George’s 
& Ed. Stier.  Ed’s eye is failing him 
 21st 
Learn this morning that John Knox 
Brown – atty, of the firm of Brown & 
Erwin, got full Saturday night at 
the Tanana Club – started home, got 
lost in the fog & froze his hands so 
badly that he may lose several 
of his fingers.  Nothing from Wash 
=ington yet – lines still down. 
On Saturday evening, just before dinner 
Erwin, Recorder, accompanied by Dick 
Woods and J. L. McGinn, atty. came 

Diary 11, 1907 
january21b 

to my house.  Woods & McGinn were 
demanding the delivery to them of four 
or five deeds which Woods had filed 
for record and which had then been actu 
=ally recorded by Erwin.  But that afternoon 

Erwin had been served with a subpoena 
to appear before Wolcott, Notary Public 
on Monday (21) and testify in a case 
pending in the district court wherein 
de Journel & Miller {et. al.} were suing Woods 
et. al. a civil case, & the subpoena 
commanded Erwin to bring those deeds 
with him.  The subpoena to Erwin 
was individually and not officially. 
Upon agreement of McGinn & Woods to 
produce the papers before the officer 
on Monday at the time required I 
advised Erwin to let them have them 
since they were already recorded & paid 
for & he had no right to retain them for 
any purpose whatever. 

Diary 11, 1907 
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 -22- 
Telegraph lines still down & no 
word from Washington.  Hearing small 
cases and closing up the business of 
my court – am refusing to begin any 
new business of importance, but am 
leaving it till we hear from Washington 
since that is the only safe course. 
Warmer today:  Debbie sick with 
a severe neuralgic pain in the back of 
her head – muscular rheumatism or 
something equally painful. 
 -23- 
Busy in court – The telegraph 
wires went into use tonight at 7 p. 
m. but no news – expect it in the morning. 
 -24 
The “Times” has a six inch scare head 
this morning “Wickersham Out.” & 
telegraphic matter dated Jany 12th 
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of the usual doubtful and pointless 
character.  Its substance is that the 
President has concluded not to send 
my name to the Senate again &c. &c. An 
hour after I saw it the “News” telegrams 
began to come in and as late as the 
18th the President was still considering 
the matter.  The News telegrams say that 
Falcon Joslin, Kellum, Al. Murphy, 
and Washburn of the N.C. Co. had that 
day called on the President who expressed 
himself as glad to see them & told them 
he was interested &c.  They also went to 
see the Atty. Genl.  The Merry War 
evidently goes on.  The Times said 
that Ballinger of Washington would 
be appointed in my place, but the later 
telegrams say {Judge} Ballinger – late mayor 
of Seattle, had just been appointed Com- 
missioner of the Genl. Land Office. 
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The “News” tonight has the late telegram 
all of which seem favorable to me.  I am 
amused at the flare heading of the News. 
The “Times” heading in 6 in type was “Wick 
=ersham Out.” and the News, “Ballinger 
In.” and then in small type it shows 
that he is in the office of Com. of Genl Land 
Office.  Everyone is laughing at the 
Times.  I learned today from Tozier 
that Cap. Anderson, owner of the Times 
is damning Tom Cale, delegate in Congress 
& accusing him of treachery because 
his advices show that Cale is supporting 
me in Washington.  Nothing in the 
papers later than Jany 18th. 
 -25- 
The “Times” this morning is very tame – 
telegram says Hoyt was with President 
yesterday & that he will act soon.  Capt 
Anderson & the gang were crowing long & 
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loud yesterday morning, but the days 
telegrams cooled them down considerable 
     Max Kolm, artist, displayed copy 
of a new seal for Alaska today – the Arctic 
Brotherhood is behind him – the design is 
much better than the old one – but not quite 
satisfactory to me.  I object to his use 
of “Mush on,” instead of the French 
“marchon” from which it was corrupted. 
     Cap. Anderson, prop. “Times” said he 
wished Jany 24, known as “Wickersham Day” 
since that was the day when he!! procured my 
final downfall – but wait! 
Am busy preparing opinion in  re the 
McCarty Estate – will find against Miller 
& de Journel – and then they will swear as 
usual – even worse.  If I am reappointed 
I intend to take measures to control such 
men as seek to destroy the courts by 
lying & slander – especially such Attorneys 
as thus violate their duty!! 
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Received letter today from Stephen Birch –  
45 Bd. N.Y. giving me the inside of the R.R. deal 
from Katalla – Valdez – Cordova.  He says that 
Morgan & the Guggenheims have finally agreed 
to build the road from Katalla.  He also wishes 
I were out of office and could take charge 
of the legal end – and I do, took but I am not. 
The letter lifts the curtain & gives me a glimpse 
into financial regions – and then lowers it! 
Wish I were out – free to go into active work! 
 -26th- 
The “Times” this morning breaks out against 
Cale – says he is urging my renomination 
in Washington – “Why?” they ask. – A 
beautiful day – sun coming higher & 

warmer – a spring breeder. 
The “Times” attack on Cale is explained 
by the “Northern Light” a hand bill weekly 
which also attacks both him and me 
in its Saturday night issue of tonight. 

Diary 11, 1907 
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We have known for some time that 
Dodge & Roy Mad{d}ocks were trying to buy 
the Northern Light, but only just now with success. 
Today they got control and evidently in 
connection with the “Times” have started 
a war on everybody in sight.  Dodges 
editorial on Cale tonight accuses 
him of treachery to them, &c. &c.  It is 
quite evident that they are informed from 
Washington that Cale is supporting me 
and they are apoplectic in consequence. 
Well, Cale is elected for two years from 
next March – and they have done me 
all the harm they can, so let them kick. 
They have reached the end of their rope! 
 -27- Sunday 
The “Times” this morning says it now seems 
probable that I will be imposed upon the 
community for another term &c. and suggests 
that I resign!!  They must have some inside 
information about the matter of appointment 
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 -28th 
Nothing new. 
 -29th- 
George Herrington has just been in to see 
me.  George is married to an Indian woman 
- married her in Circle City – by Stewart; 
He says Mary – his stepdaughter is now 
20 – that she is a common prostitute, 
& wholly incorrigible – that his wife & 
Mary are both the same – that his wife 
sold Mary – sold her services to men 
- many men &c. &c. & gets drunk & 
was herself a prostitute.  George says 
Mary accuses           of being 
responsible for early downfall – but since 
she is and has been for 2 or 3 years a 
public prostitute it is just possible 
that she is also a liar.  George pretends 
to think that Tozier is attempting to bring 
a suit for damages for her – but I think that 
he is merely getting her evidence to 

Diary 11, 1907 
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assist him in the defence of Cruger 
- or Cruver – who is arrested & on trial 
before Erwin today for intimacy with a 
girl by the name of Sather – what a 
dirty mess a nasty “chippy” & a few 
malicious wretches can make in 
a community.  Later:  Mr. Harlan came 
in after the hearing in the Cruver case & he explains 
Geo  H  anxiety by saying that Mary, George’s 
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stepdaughter told him that George had long been 
intimate with her himself!  Harlan is disgusted 
with her & the whole mess, and says he wont even 
prosecute Herrington because the girl is so 
vicious and bad that she is utterly unworthy 
of belief. 
 -30- 
Trial of Eisenmenger v Webber & Sturtevant 
- Esther Creek case:  Nothing from Washington 
Dan Jonas came in on todays stage.  Things 
seem to be quieting down – fine weather. 

Diary 11, 1907 
january31 

 -31- 
Nothing new – trying case of Eisenmenger 
v Webber, et. al. without jury – Recd. 
letter from Atty. Genl. Bonaparte yester 
day containing report of Chas. T. Hutson 
Asst. U.S. Atty, Seattle, on the examination 
of the charges against Andrew Holman 
at Copper Center, Alaska.  The Atty. Genl 
thinks he ought to be removed on this report 
- no notice – no hearing – no chance to 
knows his accusers, to see the charges 
or to answer!!  No wonder there are 
judicial scandals in Alaska!  They 
are invited by the Dept. of Justice 
by such actions as this. The Atty Genl 
letter is not borne out by the facts in the 
report either.  If Holman is removed it 
also disqualifies Blix, his partner, and every 
other person at Copper Center – there is not 
enough income to support the office – it will 
be almost necessary to close it – all because 
of a neighborhood squabble! 

Diary 11, 1907 
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 -Feb 1.- 
This is one of my “In” days with the “Times.” 
Its telegraphic dispatches says that the President 
has determined to stand by and reappoint me, 
but to avoid difficulty in the Senate will not do 
so until the last days of the Senate & then 
will reappoint immediately after the adjourn 
=ment on Mch 4th!! 
     2nd Alaska finished, but West Pub 
Co. cannot get it to me on account 
refusal of mail to carry:  telegraphed 
Valdez P.M. to hold till I reach there 
 2nd 
Called term of Court for Valdez 
to begin Mch 4th notified them 
by telegraph.  Accepted resigna 
=tion of J. Lindley Green, Comr. at 
Rampart – who has been there for six 
years, and appointed W. B. Ballon. 
Nothing yet from Washington 

Diary 11, 1907 
february02band03a
nd04 

Attended box party at Eagle theater 
last night with Mr. Harlan - & Mr & Mrs 
Cohn – Mrs. W. & I.  30º below zero 

but beautiful weather – cold at night. 
Valdez stage (sled) just in – full passengers  
     McGinn showed me telegram from 
Sullivan from Washington saying that 
he has it from high authority that I am 
certain to be reappointed: 
 -3rd- 
Nothing new – Cold, but fine weather 
 -4- 
Telegrams today say that the first Chief Justice 
of Wash. Ter. Edward Lander, died in 
Wash. D. C. yesterday.  He was appointed 
in 1854, by President Pierce.  I saw 
him two or three years ago in Washington 
D.C. where he he had lived & preached law 
for many years.  Nothing new – 
“Red” Rogers, miner, hunter – trapper, mountain 
=eer – was up to see me tonight – he told me much 
of interest about the range between Mt Hayes and 
Mt McKinley.  He’s an old Montanan. - 
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 -5th- 
Received telegram from the Atty. Genl. 
this forenoon suggesting that he 
had received representations that 
a term of court ought to be held 
at Valdez – on my way out to Juneau. 
The telegram was so worded as to 
assure me that I will be reappointed 
by the President – else no good 
to ask me to go to Valdez & Juneau, 
at this time.  I took great 
satisfaction in replying that I 
had called a term at Valdez 
last week.  This telegram leaves 
little doubt of my standing in 
Washington with the Pres. & Atty. Genl. 
     Have been talking with a miner by the 
name of Al. Hood, about going to the 
Kantishna country on a grub stake 
prospecting trip – Tozier recommends 
him & brought him to me    Tozier & 

Diary 11, 1907 
february05b 

Heilig, Lloyd, and Taylor have staked 
there what they think are some valuable 
quartz mines – one of antimony es 
=pecially, and they urge me to send 
Hood there to stake some for me.  We 
had a meeting in my office tonight 
Present:  Hood, Tozier, Geo. Dribelbis 
A. L. Hamilton, G. G. Perry & I. – 
Tozier has no interest with us – but came 
over to give us information about their 
mines.  We have agreed to grub stake 
Hood and his partner for a summers 
work – they each to have 1/6 and Perry 
Dribelbis, Hamilton & I a 1/6 of all 
they discover. 
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     I also bought through Mr. Harlan 
1/8 int. in the Golden Gate placer Assoc. 
group at the mouth of Cleary Creek 
on the Chatanika river, $100.00 
Also bot. mt. on Alder Creek – 125.00 A. L. 
Hamilton holds option for me – He & Geo. 
Dribelbis & Perry & I are interested together 
in Alder creek properties. 

Diary 11, 1907 
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 -7th- 
“News” telegrams from Washington are 
that Dept. of Justice some time ago had 
submitted Hoyts report against me 
to Mr. Justice (Ex Atty. Genl) Moody for 
examination – that he has now filed 
a report of his examination & finds 
that Hoyts report is unjust & unfair! 
     Ed. Stier, Clerk of Court, & Geo. A 
Jeffry – Court Stenographer left on 
the stage last night for Valdez – 
Made order today appointing A. W. 
Rochford (Ed. “Valdez News”. ) Jury Commissioner 
& have ordered drawing of Grand & Trial Juries 
for Mch 4th Valdez term. 
Sent telegram to West Pub. Co. St Paul 
“Send complimentary Second Alaska President, Atty 
Genl and Justice Moody – charge me.” $5.00 
Charged Grub Stake Agreement with Hood so 
that he goes to head of the Little Delta river 
instead of Kantishna! 

Diary 11, 1906-7 
inside back cover 

[photo caption:] 
“EX-SENATOR P. J. MCCUMBER, OF NORTH DAKOTA 
Chief of those who fought in the Senate against the removal of Noyes.” 
 
This is the photo of “mine enemy” from N.D. 
 see 
“The Looting of Alaska” 
 by Rex Beach. 
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Feb. 8, 1907. 
     - 
Aug. 1, 1907. 
[embossed in gold, inverted:] James Wickersham 
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inside front cover 

Aug 25, 06 – Crt. Dep. {415.}       10,000.00 
Feb 16, 07    Draft. to 3050 -   1,000.00 
  “    “     “         “        3057.      500.00 
      Salary Vouchers 
Sept – no 488088  416.67 
Oct.      “  488299  416.67 
Nov.     “  488368  416.67 
Dec       “  488586  416.67 
Feb        “  491089  416.67 
                13,583.35 
 In FB. Bk                  5,_____ 
                18,583.35 
 In Tac Bk                  1,2____ 
               19,783.35 
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 Feb 8th 1907. 
Contract for 1/8 Golden Gate Assoc 
group on Chatanika Riv. opposite 
mouth Cleary Creek, - deed to Mr. 
N. V. Harlan & deed from him to me 
not recorded.  Also option for a 
1/8 (or ¼) in claim on Alder Creek –  
A. L. Hamilton holds contract. 
1/6 interest in grub stake contract 
with A. F. Hood & Warren Knapp, 
with Geo. Dribelbis, A. L. Hamilton & 
Geo. G. Perry – These grub stake men 
go to quartz veins on upper Little Delta. 
     Have done my assessment work 
on four claims surrounding Discovery 
on Cleary Creek for last year, & also 
for this year (1907) on first bench off Dis. 
Left limit.  All my taxes on Fairbanks 
town property paid. 
Clear & cold 40º below.  Nothing but 
a “roast” editorial in the Times. 

Diary 12,  1907 
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 -9th- 
Colder - 45º to 50º below zero – our 
house perfectly warm & comfortable. 
Telegraphed – Page, District Clerk 
Juneau, that Valdez Term would begin 
Mch 4, and last probably three 
weeks – then I would come to Juneau. 
 -10- 
 Sunday. 
We were surprised last night by 
a sudden descent upon us of a crowd 
of friends and neighbors – Miss Gleason 
asked Mrs. W  if she and I would be at 
home – she and some gentlemen desired to 
call – we were – and not only she and one 
gentleman but eight couples of our 
friends came, carrying cakes, coffee 

&c. &c. and came upon us with laughter 
and good cheer – they took charge of the 
house, played 500, ate, drank (coffee) 
and smoked – had {made} music, fun & frolic 
till the “wee sma” hours – Mr & Mrs. Volney, 
Richmond, Mr & Mrs. Judge Erwin - 

Diary 12,  1907 
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Miss Gleason & Mr. Harlan, Mr & Mrs Heilig, 
Dick Wood & Miss White, Mrs. Orr, &c. &c. &c. 
We had a pleasant time – but it so surprised 
Debbie that it almost made her ill – 
40º below zero, but getting warmer fast. 
 -11- 
Moderating – beautiful morning & 
warmer. 
 -12- 
Lincolns Birthday!  A beautiful 
sunny day – warmer, - fine for the 
trail.  Nothing more new about my 
reappointment which now seems 
to be conceded.  Well, Hoyt was 
treated just as he ought to have been 
after his secret and extraordinary 
attempt to aid his friends Richards, 
Griggsby, McCumber, et. al.  His 
report is held “unfair” by Justice 
Moody – Debbie has card party 
tonight:  “500” – and will thereby return 
some of the social attentions shown her 
Mail in from Valdez!! 
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 -13th- 
The “Times” has a scare head this 
morning “Another Wickersham In 
=vestigation.”  Under a Wash. D. C. 
head line it says the President 
was greatly disappointed in 
Hoyts report, and that he now intends 
to send another investigator – a member 
from the Dept. of Justice – and will 
provide carefully against his being 
influenced, wined, dined or influenced 
in any other way!!  The Times also 
has a bitter editorial against the  
President. 
      In yesterdays mail I also received 
a letter from Henry Bratnober – the financial 
and mining representative of {the} Morgan 
- Guggenheimer interests in the Copper 
River copper & Railroad enterprises. 
He repeats to me their desire that I quit 
& take charge of their legal interests in 
that region – and I intend to consider 
it seriously in case of another investigation. 

Diary 12,  1907 
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 -14th- 
Gibbs – Wright wedding last 
night – society event. 
 -15- 
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Harry Cohn informed me today that 
he was having much concern about 
Mr. Harlan, Dist. Atty. and a woman 
by the name of Mrs. Snow.  She poses 
as a teacher of elocution – an actress 
of the respectable type – she lives with 
her husband at the place where Harlan 
boards and his devotion to her causes 
much talk – to such an extent that 
Cohn ( who is Harlans asst.) wished me 
to talk to Mr. Harlan and try to prevail on 
him to abandon his attentions.  As 
Harlan is to go out to Valdez within 10. 
days I refused to do so and suggested 
to Cohn that it would probably be better 
to let the matter alone for the present 
and that Harlans absence in Valdez might 
obviate the necessity therefor – I do 
not feel inclined to talk to him about 

Diary 12,  1907 
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it anyway – its just small talk & 
has probably no foundation in fact. 
    We attended a fine Valentine 
Party given by the ladies 500 Club at 
Richmonds {last}tonight – a pleasant evening 
     Cohn also came in to see me today 
and much to my surprise said that 
he wished both me and Mr. Harlan 
to go to Valdez, - that he intended to present 
the matter of Andersons (prop. “Times”) 
libel of Barnette and other matters to 
the grand jury – he thought the evidence 
in his possession was sufficient to 
justify an indictment.  It will be a  
relief to me to be away if a row of that 
kind is to be begun, - not but that 
I think it ought to be done but owing 
to their fight on me they would cry out 
that I would be prejudiced against 
them – which is entirely unfounded. 
Still, it is better if it is to be done to 
have it done before Judge Gunnison. 
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 -16- 
40º below zero.  Nothing except 
Dodge has a 5 column ed 
=itorial of abuse, bitterness 
gall, pessimism and villification 
in his recently purchased “Northern 
Light” against me.  It is a 
“Dodgesque” curiosity. 
Have finished all court 
work & ready to go tomorrow 
 -17th- 
45º below zero – but clear –  
We left Fairbanks at 2:30 
p.m. on the stage for Valdez 
& reached Bylers RoadHouse 

tonight – 20 miles. 
Debbie had nervous headache- 
 -18th- 
From Bylers to Munsons at Sal 
chakat for lunch, a mile out 
from Munsons we broke into a 
bad overflow – the lead horses 
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went down into the cold water 
- the driver was up to his knees 
for an hour - 20º below zero 
but we finally got out & reached 
Little Delta at 6 p.m.  We had 
supper & then went on 21 miles 
to Sullivans, badly drifted 
trail and we got there at 1. 
oclock in the morning – tired 
- and worn out & oh. so cold. 
 -19- 
A fine clear cold morning 
Leaving Sullivans our trail led 
to the summits of the foothills 
fronting Mt Hayes, & Mts 
“Deborah” & Roosevelt,” & it 
was the most beautiful panoramic 
view of the Tanana valley & the 
range between the Tanana & Yukon 
that can be found – to the south 
the Alaskan range stood out 
clear, cold, and clean from 
fog or cloud.  Mt. Hayes 
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from that (north) view seems 
an old Spanish church 
but with a rounded spire 
at its south summit.  Mt 
Roosevelt lies to the N.W. & is 
sharp of peak and gashed with 
glaciers while Mt Deborah 
still farther west is higher 
& sharper and worn with 
glaciers.   Glacial streams 
came down from the mountain 
mass which these peaks 
dominate – they fill the Big 
Delta, the Little Delta & in 
ages past the sand, gravel & 
glacial mud have filled these 
streams to overflowing & the 
Tanana with the same material 
from the mouth of the Big Delta 
to Chena – thus forming Bates 
Rapids - a Sixty miles of 
sand bars over which the 
Tanana pours its waters 
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through many shifting 
channels.  The evil effects 
of this glacial debris is lost 
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at Chena – from the mouth 
of the Big Delta the Tanana is 
clean & navigable for 200 
miles up stream – from 
Chena down it is also navigable 
- but between Chena & the Big 
Delta it is a network of 
tortuous and rapid channels 
and wide cut sloughs – from  
which comes Ta-na-na –  
or “Ta” – rivers – rivers. 
    We reached Tingleys – at 
noon – but the stage which 
ought to have met us last 
night has not come – several 
feet of snow has fallen on the 
divide – we will wait here tonight 
& go on in the morning – good 
as it gives us a needed rest 
after last night. 
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 -20th- 
Reached Donnellys – on the 
Big Delta – a dirty lousy 
hole – Debbie is standing 
the trip well – but this place 
is too much for her.  The lady 
of the house is Mrs. Hogan – a 
voluble, erratic creature. 
A man from next cabin has just 
come in & reports two men a 
mile below badly frozen – two 
men went out to assist them. 
 21- 
A beautiful sunny morning & about 
30º below zero.  We left the stage sled 
at Donnellys and were loaded into 
what they call “double enders” – a 
smaller single sled with the runner 
curved up the same at either end – 
and pulled by one horse.  Mrs. W  
was put into one wrapped in good 
robes – but I walked.  Each of our 
party had a sled & a horse –we 
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had five sleds and horses, & our 
luggage was so loaded as to form 
a back to lean against.  In this 
way we formed a procession out 
along the deep cut trail – in the snow –  
and reached Parkers RoadHouse at 
the Rapids at noon.    Lunch & 
were joined by Hickey, his wife & brother 
Mrs. W  & I were put into a sled 
she facing forward – I backward. 
I called attention before we started 
to the snow curling over the opposite 
mountains – but it was clear, calm 

& sunny – so away we started for 
the next road house 15 miles up 
the Big Delta river bed.  The trail 
led along the wide sandy flat 
over which this glacial river 
scatters its waters during the sum 
=mer – now wide, dry & covered 
with a deep covering {mantle} of snow.  No 
one had been along since the 
last storm & there was no trail 
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- Our first horse had only a sled 
- no passenger – one sled brought 
up the rear owing to the double load. 
An hour after we started the wind 
dropped from the mountain summits 
to the valley and a gale of wind – 
30 miles an hour, loaded with 
fine snow sprang up from the 
north.  The Big Delta runs north 
and since we were going up stream 
the storm was at our backs – but 
such a storm!  It was 30º below 
zero – the wind cut like a knife 
and clouds of snow filled our clothes 
blinded the horses and men & 
mad it almost impossible to 
go.  The men in charge of our train 
were first class – horses floundered 
in snow drifts – they hunted for 
trails – dragged horses & sleds out 
of snow banks & water holes - & 
backward & forward from sled to 
sled to keep the passengers from 
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freezing.  Hour after hour we 
struggled on – cold & colder – 
the snow sifting into our robes & as 
we got it out freezing hands & cheeks. 
I kept Debbie from freezing – but 
she got very cold – at 12:30 oclock 
we found “McDavitts Roadhouse” 
- two miles below Caseys Cache 
- 13 miles from the Rapids – I 
was never so relieved as when I heard 
our leader cry “Roadhouse” – How 
he found it was known only to him – he is 
an old guide and packer - from Atlin 
& Dyea packing days of 1897 – 
Miss Frazier froze her fingers – not 
seriously but painfully – four 
men were badly frozen – our guide 
had a badly frozen chin – one mans 
face puffed out both dangerously & 
ridiculously – one man was nearly 
frozen to death – nothing but constant 
effort got him in – delerious & badly 
frozen – It was a dangerous incident 
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and but for the courage, strength 
& skill of our drivers we maymight 
have perished.  They tied us in 
the sleds – tight & fast, covered us 
with furs - yet the fine snow sifted 
in to our very skins – melted & the 
water froze!  McDavitt & wife 
got up & as the drivers cut us out 
of the sleds & got all into the road 
house they built fires got us a 
warm meal, & in a short time every 
body was engaged with coal oil, band 
ages &c.  It was a close call – 
and 10 hours of suffering & danger. 
 -22- 
Washingtons Birthday. 
The hurricane of arctic blasts 
at 24º below zero is carrying 
clouds of snow up the river today 
& we do not move till tomorrow. 
Three of our party badly frozen 
- on the face – Debbie went out the 
closet & very nearly froze getting 
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there – and got into deep snow & 
but for the fact that Miss Frazier 
was with her & came running for 
me she would have frozen her 
hands – within a few feet of the 
side door – We are comfortable 
in the roadhouse, but the storm howls 
over our heads.  Capt     Hartman 
U.S.A. Signal Corps, here on his way 
down the Big Delta locating the 
new Delta telegraph line. 
 -23- 
Left McDavitts early – fine 
morning – clear – calm but 
cold.  The winds had stripped the 
river of snow and we went at good 
speed to Yosts – Mrs. McCallums 
roadhouse, where we had lunch. 
We then turned to the left off Big 
Delta river and into Isabelle 
Pass.  This was so named by 
Major Richardson, at my request, 
in honor of Mrs. Isabelle Barnette 
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the first white woman to go through 
it – in 1902.  It is 3500. feet 
above sea level – it was formerly 
occupied and was undoubtedly 
carved out by the Gulkana glacier 
which has in recent (geologic) time 
receded leaving it open.  It extends 
from the Big Delta to the Gulkana rivers. 
It is about a mile wide, and the 
glacial gravels have filled it level 

from end to end – and a mile wide 
- a perfectly level gravel floor. 
at the Gulkan end is Summit Lake 
- the head of the Gulkana river – 
which flows into the Copper.  The 
glacial water from Gulkana glacier 
divides on the east side of the pass 
- part flows north into the Delta & 
part south into Summit Lake. 
We had a bad trail into the pass 
but from there across the Lake & 
down the Gulkana to Paxtons 
Road House it was good. 
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Reached Paxtons about 7 pm. 
Found the mail stage from the 
south with a great crowd waiting 
to cross the pass.  Several Fair 
banks people. 
 -24- 
From Paxtons – down the Gulkana 
- cross Gulkana lake – an enlargement 
of the river, to Pollards.  Trail 
is getting better as we get down 
from the mountains. 
 -25- 
From Pollards to Gulkana 
roadhouse, at the mouth of the 
Gulkana river – into the Copper 
at noon.  Another Fairbanks stage 
here – and telegraphic instructions 
to the driver to take us on to Tonsina 
tonight – 48 miles farther –  
Trails down here good & getting better 
Fine sunrise & beautiful view of 
Mts. Sanford, Wrangell & Drum 
Reached Copper Center – but the 
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driver had instructions to go on to 
Tonsina.  Had a talk with Blix 
- Holman is at Valdez – just got back 
from the states on boat yesterday – 
Left Copper Center at 7. p.m. and 
reached Tonsina at 12:30 – tired 
& cold – 75 miles today. 
 -26- 
From Tonsina to Teikhill today 
- getting very much warmer & trail 
better.  We are now meeting freighters 
& “mushers” who have been prevented 
from traveling for nearly two weeks by 
the storms at Thompson Pass – 
Teikhill Road House is full of 
people for the interior – a stage 
load came in after we arrived – 
Billy McKinnon  & his wife, from 
Fairbanks are in the party, & OShea 
who is interested with Al Murphy 
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in his Chatanika ditch enterprise. 
Mrs. W  is tired – but standing the 
trip pretty well. 
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 -27- 
We left Teikhill Rd. House at 
6. a.m. the ride down to the junction 
& up the glacial fork of the Teikhill 
river – through the canyons very interesting. 
Lunch at Ptarmigan Drop Rd. House 
Crossed the summit – Thompson Pass 
at noon – quiet, calm, & sunny – a 
rare condition.  Supper at Camp 
Comfort and Reached Valdez at 
8 p.m – 376 miles from 
Fairbanks.  Debbie stood the 
journey well – she is a good traveler 
& never once grumbled – she is 
more pleasant about it than I am. 
We were also agreeably aided by 
those who accompanied us – Miss 
Jessica Frazier, of Cleary, and 
Messrs. Templeton & Dunbar, 
traveling men for Seattle mercantile 
houses.   Took rooms at Phoenix Hotel 
Baths – change of clothes & went 
to bed – tired – successful - Happy 
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 -28- 
We did not get in too soon – 
there is a gale of snow & wind 
from the mountains today – it is 
a real Valdez glacier wind & cold. 
     Am carefully going over the 
business to see what there is 
for court next week. 
This was a happy day again 
- I felt as a mother does who is 
presented with a beautiful son after 
she has received a beautiful daughter – 
I received my first copy of the 
 Second Alaska Reports. 
It is immaterial how hard my enemies 
may damn me, they cant take away the 
success of my work in Alaska as it 
is embalmed in the 1st or 2nd Alaska 
Reports!  Telegraphic reports tonight 
say that Senator Nelson called yesterday 
on the President to present his last appeal 
to him not to reappoint me, - and that 
he refused to be interviewed afterward. 
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- that the Dept. of Justice says I will 
be reappointed Saturday -  Congress 
adjourns Monday!  If that is correct 
it means that the President will give 
me another recess appointment on 
Tuesday! which will be good for a 
year. 

 March 1st 
Debbie stands the trip fine – it did 
her good.  Parsons and Chisholm 
are here waiting for the boat, and are 
to take lunch with us at noon – 
 -2nd- 
Getting ready for court on Monday 
Preparing Instructions to the Grand 
Jury, - intend to submit to them 
the protests & charges against 
Saloons in Valdez – 
Mr. Harlan got in tonight 
We attended ladies party 
at “Tillakum Club” – Mrs. W  
won the prize for “500.” 

Diary 12,  1907 
march03and04a 

 -3- 
Snowing.  Santa Clara in 
- The lawyers from Seward 
also got in yesterday on the 
“Northwestern”.  Mr. L. C. Hess of 
Fairbanks is here on his way in. 
 -4- 
March 1907. Term of Court. 
 Convened. 
Have heard nothing yet about the 
action of the President – my term 
expires tonight:  Whether I am 
judge tomorrow or not depends 
on whether he gives me a new recess 
appointment.  I am going ahead 
upon his assurance that he would 
do so! 
     One of the men who came into 
Donnellys Rd. House, on the Delta 
on Feb. 20, frozen, died while Harlan 
was there – the other recovered. 
     Received a telegram at 
3. p.m. as follows: ----- 
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“ Washington D. C. March 4, 1907. 
Hon. James Wickersham 
 Valdez, Alaska. 
Qualify as district judge 
third division Alaska under 
recess appointment signed today. 
 Bonaparte, Attorney General. 
“ 
President Roosevelt did what he 
promised he would do, and that in 
spite of Hoyts miserable fiasco. 
This appointment is the fifth or 
sixth recess appointment which 
the President has given me in the 
face of the most extraordinary fight 
ever made against a presidential 
appointment – so far as I know. 
It gives me great satisfaction 
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since it confounds McCumber 
and his false charges.  My enemies 
will thrust greatness upon me if 
they do not quit!  This verdict 
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certainly puts an end to the charges 
now on file with the Senate, and which 
were rehashed by Senator McCumber 
in his letter of July 3, 1906, to the President. 
I sent a reply to the Attorney Generals 
telegram saying: 
“Telegram received qualified accordingly. 
Court in Session.”  He will thus 
know that I am here and at work. 
 -5- 
Court work is slow and cases of 
minor importance.  I gave Holman 
of Copper Center, a copy of Hutsons 
report against him & of the Attorney 
Generals letter – He is much concerned 
about it, and is gathering testimony 
to disprove the charges. 
Debbies cold is better but she is not 
as well here as in Fairbanks – She 
is anxious to get away and thinks 
she will go on the Saratoga. 
 -6- 
No jury work yet – cases are 
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not ready – The Grand Jury is at 
work – and but little to do.  They 
are examining into the Holman charges 
and Holman is here and busy with them. 
“Saratoga” came in tonight – 
Jim, Hill, Tiffany, Ketterer, Larson 
& wife & others going to Fairbanks 
are here.  A hundred people in this 
boat – and the stage carries but 
Nine!! 
     Mr. Harlan got in from Fairbanks 
4 days ago – Alice Gertrude (Snow) 
came in from same today.  They are 
domiciled at the Phoenix!!! 
 -7th- 
Court work – nothing new – 
 -8th- 
Court work – John L. McGinn 
got in from Fairbanks today. 
Dinner tonight with the 
Wikidels.  Grand jury working 
slowly – on Holman case &c. 
and on Valdez license matters &c. 
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 -9- 
Telegraphic dispatches 
tonight say that the President 
has appointed one Alfred Connelly, 
an assistant Attorney General, to 
come to Alaska  this summer & 

make the Third Investigation: 
I am thus again to be subjected 
to a secret and Star Chamber 
trial, upon charges which they 
dare – or do, not – show me, made 
by persons unknown and upon the 
evidence of witnesses who do not 
face me.  It is an attack of 
cowards from ambush, and is 
fostered and encouraged by 
the hopeless incompetency of 
the Department of Justice. 
I have courage to fight open enemies 
and even secret enemies – but to 
longer continue to contend against 
incompetence and ignorance 
and even worse in the Depart= 
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=ment of justice is heartbreaking 
I shall not submit to another 
investigation, but will resign to 
take effect June 6, 1907, - the 
end of my seventh year as judge 
in Alaska.  It will require 
more courage to resign than to fight 
but I am determined to resent any 
further insult and degradation 
by the Department of Justice 
and know of no other way of doing 
it.  Still the 1st and 2nd Alaska 
Reports, are some satisfaction 
even for it all – but I am not 
obliged to stand more. 
     Have tried two jury cases 
today – and a divorce case {today}. 
The business of the court is moving 
more rapidly.  Grand jury will 
report on Monday & be discharged. 
Will probably indict Graff & 
report strongly for Holman. 
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 -10- 
Sunday – beautiful sunny 
day – nothing new. 
While the telegraphic dispatches 
say that “Alfred Connelly” an assistant 
Attorney General, is to conduct the 
investigation against me – no such 
name appears in the list in the Dept. of 
Justice – but “Alfred W. Cooley.” 
appears and that is probably 
the person intended.  He is from New 
York, and that fact renders it more 
probably that he is the one intended. 
 -11- 
Grand jury makes Final and a 
Special Reports, and was dis= 
charged.  They exonerated Holman 
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and strongly advocated his being 
retained as Com. at Copper Center. 
Trial of U.S. v Baily, for murder 
begun, - it will take 2 or 3 days. 
Str. “Saratoga” back from Seward 
& goes out tomorrow night. 
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 -12- 
Continuation U.S. v  Bailey – 
got jury this evening at adjournment. 
Mrs. Wickersham went out on 
“Saratoga”.  Mrs. Heilig, Mrs. Reynold 
=son, Lyman R , and 5 other stage 
people got in at 9. oclock and 
also went out on Saratoga.  They 
report that both weather & trail  
were fine all the way.  John McGinn 
also went out – he was sober enough 
this afternoon to come up to see me 
- but was normally drunk when 
the boat started.  Mr. Harlan & 
“Alice Gertrude”, Mrs. Snow, had 
adjoining rooms also.  Poor Harlan 
he seems to have utterly collapsed 
- he has made such a public spec 
=tacle with this woman that nothing 
more can be done to help him.  He 
is reported to carry on his demonstra 
=tions of affection even in the open 
public vehicles, & Mrs. Heilig, & 
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Mrs. Reynoldson brought out stories 
from Fairbanks & on the trail that shows 
what I now begin to consider – that 
his grief over Ed’s death has unsettled 
his mind.  He and Mrs. S. have been 
rooming at the “Phoenix” and “Dad” 
Osgood, told Mrs. Allen, his sister, that 
“Mr & Mrs. Harlan came into the bath 
house and took their bath last night.” 
Mrs. Allen came to inquire of Mrs. W  
of Mrs. Harlan was in town & Mrs. W  
innocently enough said “No” – that 
she was in York, Neb. – and the cat was 
again out of the bag and on the back fence. 
Harlan seemed very much no, not 
“very much,” – but rather stolidly interested 
in the fact that Mrs. W  & Mrs Heilig 
& Mrs. Reynoldson were going on the 
same boat with him & Alice.  Abe 
Stein brought him down a big black 
bottle – he is drinking heavily - & I 
fear that his usefulness is about 
ended – he must be 62, or thereabouts. 
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He talked to John McGinn in a very 
foolish fashion about this infatuation, 
for the woman & John repeated it to 
me in the same maudlin way, & as 

wisely as a drunken owl could, announ 
ced that Mr. Harlan “was going to hell 
as fast as he could.” 
“We condone the sins that we’ve a mind to” 
“By damning those we’re not inclined to.” 
Gave Mrs. W  $200. in money & 
check for $1000. 
 -13th- 
Trial of U.S. v Bailey, for murder 
1st degree, jury secured & case 
well advanced.  Mail from 
Fairbanks on last night stage. 
Copy of last “Northern Light” 
Dodges editorial is an attack 
is as usual.  Also a letter from 
Dick Wood, telling me of a row at the 
Club – Carr called Dodge & Maddocks 
“Sons of B” - &c and when Charles, of 
the Northern Light assumed responsibility 
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Carr told him that he was worse than 
a Son of a B .  Woods says that 
10 of the advertisers in the “Light” (?) 
withdrew their ads: Dodge’s ed 
=itorial says he was “threatened 
and labored with during the past 
week by all sorts and conditions 
of men and women,” to quit his 
blackguarding the court, but 
he announces his intention not 
to do it.  Still this effort this week 
shows that he is laboring hard to 
maintain himself.  He is so 
virulent and unfair that he will 
readily disgust people with him 
self and paper – so “give the calf 
rope enough and it will hang 
itself.” 
 -14- 
Trial of U.S. v Baily finished & 
instructions to jury at 8. p. m- 
jury out & case finished for this term. 
It is a doubtful case. 
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Defendants attorneys announced 
at the conclusion of the instructions 
to the jury that they took no exceptions! 
 -15- 
The jury in U.S. v Bailey returned 
a verdict at 9 oclock this morning 
of Murder in the Second Degree. 
     The “Northwestern” came into 
the harbor at noon.  Judge Gunnison 
is aboard, also Kellum & wife 
Clarence Berry & wife, Zeig & wife,  
Ivor Johnson, Pete Annance & 
a lot of other Fairbanks people. 
Gave a dinner at Wikidels to 
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Kellum & wife, Berry & wife & Ed. S. 
Orr.  Judge Gunnison went over 
to the Fort Liscum & could not come. 
Jury trial of A.C. Co. v Butler – the 
verdict for plaintiff. 
 -16- 
Jury case of Hugh Murray v 
Threiman Mining Co. all day – 
A high glacier wind blowing 
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clouds of snow flying, and a 
regular Valdez storm prevailing. 
Judge Gunnison cannot get back 
from the post today.  Heard the 
Bankruptcy of the Chilita Devel. Co 
on objections of Nazina Trading Co 
and Herman Meyer.  Overruled 
objections & closed the case finally 
The “Northwestern” was blown away 
from the dock by the high winds this 
morning early, and went out of 
the harbor to Seward – she carried 
away a lot of Fairbanks folks 
who had gone aboard to sleep 
& left a lot of Seward people 
who slept ashore - & there is 
some disappointment & cussing 
in consequence.  Have determin 
=ed to adjourn court on Saturday 
night week – 24th – and go to Juneau. 
E. C Hughes, and the Hubbard-Elliott 
people, & Carson from Salem, Or. 
the the Mrs. Elliott side are here - 
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 -17- 
Sunday.  Working on instructions 
to jury in 3 Man Mining case. 
Wind has quieted down some & 
probably Gunnison can come 
over from Ft. Liscum today.  Am 
invited to dinner this evening at 
4 oclock at Geo. M. Esterlys – 
Capt & Mrs. Hemlick & Judge Gun 
-nison will also be present. 
 -18- 
Judge Gunnison left here 
this morning for Fairbanks. 
Case of Hugh Murray v 3 Man 
Min. Co. still on trial – one of 
the witnesses for plaintiff has 
clearly committed bold perjury, 
& plaintiff and his attorney 
know it – and still offer 
him as a witness!! 
 -19- 
Instructed jury in Murray v 
3 Man Mining Co – and they 
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march19b - and it looks very much like 
a hung jury. 
Have been trying case of Elliott 
v Elliott & Hubbard & Elliott 
Min. Co. &c.  An equity case by the 
first wife of H.C. Elliott to recover 
an interest in his mines on account 
of a grub stake agreement made 
in 1897 – She is Elliotts first wife 
- his second & present wife is 
young & dashing – the first is 
plump and buxom – and they 
glare at each other, while he looks 
at the ceiling or out of the window. 
It must be damned embarassing 
to have two beautiful wives at the 
same time.  The case will take 
some days.  Wrote to Debbie 
tonight & “Northwestern” will take 
it out.  Windstorm is over & the 
weather is pleasant again. 
Pressing court work hard. 
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 -20- 
Trial of Elliott v Elliott, Hubbard 
&c. still on – an interesting case 
Jury in Murray v 3 Man Min. Co. 
was unable to agree & discharged. 
This makes it a burden for the judge 
to decide the case in One Man Min. Co 
v Murray, when exactly the same 
facts are involved. 
 -21- 
Trial of Elliott v Hubbard – 
Elliott Co. et. al. still on – it 
is interesting as containing the 
history of the Stampede up the 
Copper River in 1897 – ’98, and 
as the line upon which a  
Chicago divorce! some romance 
and a little sentiment are 
strung. 
We hear tonight that the Steamer 
“Northwestern” which is over 
due from Seward is on the rocks 
at La Touche – no lives lost. 
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 -22- 
I concluded the hearing of 
the testimony in the case of Elliott 
v Hubbard – Elliott Co. et. al. this 
afternoon.  E. C. Hughes of Seattle 
attorney for the defendant insisted 
upon oral arguments – but I refused 
to permit it since that would necessitate 
reading a great mass of testimony 
letters, &c. and since I must leave 
on Sunday on the Str. “Portland” & 
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wish to finish the other business 
of the court.  He urged – truthfully 
that $25,000,000 seemed to be involved 
in the case – and that the court ought 
to hear the fullest argument – I agreed 
to that but replied that briefs in 
writing should be filed by all 
parties – the plaintiffs to have 20 
days to file & serve – the defendants 
20 days thereafter to file & serve 
& plaintiffs 10 days thereafter 
for reply - & the case took that course. 
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 -23rd- 
It has been the most stormy period 
at Valdez since Mrs W  left that 
I have ever seen – high winds & 
clouds of flying snow – a regular 
blizzard – for many days at a 
time.  The worst I ever saw. 
     Sentenced Jacob R. Bailey 
for Murder in the 2nd degree 
25 years:  Decided case of 
One Man Mining Co v Hugh Murray 
- for plaintiff – Also decided 
every other matter before the court 
- including applications for 
liquor licenses in Valdez. 
Denied the Suessdorf license 
because it was within 400 ft. of 
the church – and granted all the 
others – denied that Worttmans 
Road House – because on Mil. Res. 
Court is done - & I am ready 
to go to Juneau on the Portland 
tomorrow. 
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 -24- 
Worked all forenoon in the 
office – signing orders for pay 
of jurymen, witnesses &c. &c 
and left Valdez at 1. p.m 
sharp on the Str. “Portland” 
Prince William Sound is calm 
as a millpond – and at nine 
tonight we are at Sea, - it is 
a moon lit night – calm & fine 
Looks like a fine trip.  The 
Hughes’, Carson & Mrs. Elliott 
No 1. and Tom Lyons & his wife 
Murray & others on board – 
I leave Valdez without an 
unfinished bit of work behind 
me – everything is done and 
I am greatly pleased thereat. 
 -25- 
Fine day – calm as a mill 
pond and I did not miss 

a meal – though I do not 
enjoy the smell of the ship 
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 -26- 
It was rough this morning 
and as I had nothing else 
to do I remained in my berth 
- we passed Yakutat by 
and came straight across 
to Icy Straight – entered it 
this evening, and we are 
now sailing along with that 
long line of ice bergs coming 
out from Muir Glacer.  On 
bored are my old friend and 
guide, Col. Revell, who went 
with Mr. Stewart & I to Kenai 
lake & river moosehunting 
in Oct 1905, - Mrs. Sam Wall 
- talking about the rate of interest 
on loans, & a number of Fair 
banks & Seward people – 
Weather inside & we will 
get into Juneau on record 
time. 
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 -27- 
Arrived in Juneau this morning 
at 6 oclock – Occidental Hotel. 
Bath, shave – clean clothes – 
Went to Court House at 10 - 
Judges rooms are much finer 
than anything in my district 
or home.  Began the reading of  
every paper in Decker Bros 
v. Berners Bay Min. Co.- the 
particular case which the Attorney 
General requested me to try at 
this place.  Have concluded 
to go on down to Seattle & Tacoma 
tomorrow night to visit Debbie 
& Darrell – I can easily 
return before the 8th of April 
when court meets & there is 
nothing much to do till then. 
Took dinner tonight with 
General Distin – Acting Gov 
=ernor in Gov. Hogatts 
absence – at the “Mess.” 
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 -28- 
Continued examination of the 
record in Decker Bros. v Berners 
Bay. Min Co.  Called attorneys 
in & asked them to arrange 
docket of cases ready for 
trial.  Examined papers 
in disbarment of Cobb –  
Dinner tonight with Shoup 
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& family & Genl. Diston. 
Will leave for Tacoma in  
morning on “Humboldt.” 
 -29- 
Left Juneau just before noon on 
the Humboldt – Capt. Baughman. 
Making slow time on account of the 
Narrows.  Met George Marx – one 
of C. D. Lane’s experts who has just 
returned from the new quartz strike 
on Chichagoff. Is.  Marx went 
over the Chilcoot Pass in 1883 
& was working a bar at the 
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mouth of Stewart Riv. when 
Schwatka came down the Yukon – 
Carr & his party were at Ft. Reliance 
in 1882 – Marx was induced to 
go in by Schelfin – who went 
up from the mouth. 
 -30- 
Ketchikan at 1. p.m.  The whole 
country covered with snow & cold. 
Snowing after leaving Ketchikan. 
Tonight calm but cloudy 
 -31- 
Snow storm – squall - as we 
entered Millbank Sd – but this 
evening when we crossed Queen 
Charlottes Sd. it was clear & 
fine.  Coasting down the 
east shore of Vancouvers Is. 
with the “Dolphin” in the distance 
behind us – burning coal like Ves 
=uvius” to catch & pass us – 
  Home tomorrow - 
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 -April 1st 
This morning we are in the 
Gulf of Georgia – We now begin 
to see the “Musquito fleet” – small 
tugs and vessels of all kind & 
it looks good!  Trip has been 
very pleasant – no worry – no 
troublesome passengers – a 
good ship & captain.  On 
board:  Elliott, Sr. Hughes & wife 
Francis & wife – of the Elliott case. 
Nowell, of the Berners Bay case 
has had the room next to mine 
but has attended strictly to his 
own business as have the others. 
Only a few passengers aboard. 
Cloudy, but temperate – We’ll  
be in Seattle at 7. this evening. 
3. p.m.  Port Townsend – the great Str. 
S.S. “Minnesota” passed us going 
out.  Puget Sound looks as good 

as biscuits to a hungry man – 
Reached Seattle at 6:30 and 
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found Debbie at the Rainier – 
Grand Hotel – but Darrell over at 
the Navy Yard at Bremerton.  Am 
delighted that I came – found 
that most of the Fairbanks people 
- including Barnette, McGinn & 
others had gone on the “Saratoga” 
 -2- 
Darrells 25th Birthday. 
He came over this morning from 
the Navy Yard – we ordered him a 
fine new suit of civilian clothes. 
Had an automobile ride, and a 
good dinner & then he and Debbie 
went to the theatre to see Blanche Walsh. 
Major Richardson is here & Jarvis 
and they tell me that Birch will 
be here tonight 
 -3- 
Telegraphed for mother to come 
to Tacoma – Debbie & I went 
over and met her.  Took all 
my books up to the library 
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including those at Geo. Reids 
office.  Deposited money in the 
Nat. Bank of Commerce 
- my bal. there is $3,500. – 
Visited Tom & Kate – back to 
Seattle on the Inter Urban Ry- 
 -4- 
Called on Col. Blethen, of Times 
Wilson of P-I. & other of my 
Seattle friends.  Birch took 
dinner with us - & had a talk 
with him – he seemed to want 
me to become their Alaska 
counsel – attorney - but I 
finally said “No” – I explained 
to him that the Railroad – Mines 
-Transportation consolidation 
would necessarily  have to have 
general counsel at Seattle & 
that the Alaska attorney would 
be merely a lesser part of 
the plan – and that I could 
not afford to become the 
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lesser part.  He agreed to 
present the proposition to the 
Morgan-Gugenheim people 
of making me the general counsel 
- but nothing definite was done 
or accomplished – 
Major Richardson was at 
breakfast with me this morning 
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- he said that it was reported 
to the President & his friends that 
I was engaged in an attempt 
to elect a Fairbanks delegation 
from Alaska for 1908 – and that 
it was considered objectionable. 
I assured him that while I was 
friendly to Mr. Fairbanks that 
I did not intend to take an 
active part in the matter & 
that he might say so – that 
if I did so – I should first 
resign.  Called on Mr. C. D 
Lane – who is now totally blind. 
Left Seattle on the “Dolphin” 
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at 10:30 tonight for Juneau. 
Darrell & Debbie at the Rainier 
Grand. 
 -5- 
Active Pass at 8. a.m – passed 
Seymour Narrows at 4 p.m. 
Heavy wind astern all day – the 
“Dolphin” is greatly overloaded 
- I notice that her boats are 
cleared ready to lower & they 
gave every one instruction in the 
method of putting on life belts! 
Boyce, District Atty. is aboard. 
 6- 
Millbank Sd.  Stern wind 
good weather. 
 -7- 
Ketchikan early this morning 
& Wrangell at noon.  We wait 
=ed till 4:30 at Wrangell wharf 
on account of low tide in Narrows. 
Visited Indian town with R. J. Davis 
of Tacoma – inspected totem poles 
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old grave sites, &c.  Met Morris 
Hailey – once enlisted soldier – 
discharged at Ft. Wrangell – now 
runs small store & buys furs 
from Indians.  Also met Bronston 
Dep. Col. of Customs, Snyder, Com 
& Recorder.  Wrangell is steadily 
declining in appearances &c – 
Beautiful Wrangell Narrows! 
Kake Indians live just north 
of the Narrows – In 1853 a band 
of these rovers killed  Col. Ebey, 
Col. of Customs of Puget Sound 
on Whidby Is. & carried his 
head off to their far northern 
home. 
 -8th- 
We remained the latter part 

of the night at the Keegan Cannery 
in the little bay just south of the 
Taku Inlet {the old Taku village} 
- left there at 
8:30 & arrived at Douglas 
at 10:30 – took the ferry & 
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was in court at Juneau 
promptly at 11 oclock – 
Called court – Page, Clerk, 
Shoup, Marshal – Heard 
the Motion calendar all 
afternoon.  A strike is 
on at the Treadwell Mines 
- 75 U.S. soldiers there under 
command of Col. Greene – 10th 
Inf. U.S.A.  He and I took 
dinner this evening with 
Marshal Shoup & discussed 
the plan of the Marshal & the 
U.S. forces acting in concert 
in case of riot there. 
It does not now seem that 
trouble will ensue – the prompt 
appearance of the troops has 
had a quieting effect - & 
I think it probable that the 
strike will dissolve & fall 
of its own weakness – but 
the forces are prepared for trouble 
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 -9- 
Busy setting pleadings in Decker 
v Berners Bay Min. Co. Case, & today 
consolidated that and the case for the 
foreclosure of the Mortgage – set the 
case for trial on the 11th.  Finished 
the call of the Motion Docket – an 
overgrown, fat and wobbly docket! 
     Wrote the Attorney General in 
answer to information that he had 
instructed clerk to deposit funds 
in First Nat. Bank, protesting 
against such action because, 1st 
- it gives the public moneys into 
the banks hands to loan at from 
3 to 5% per month : 2nd it 
prevents the clerk from paying the 
Marshals checks – and they are 
then discounted at from 5% to  
10% - It is a smooth scheme 
of the First National to break 
up our efforts to keep the Marshals 
checks at par! 
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 -10- 
Miss Yule, principal of the High 
School, accompanied by Mrs. Shoup, 
came to invite me to deliver an oration 

- 11 - 



Alaska State Library – Historical Collections   Diary of James Wickersham 
MS 107 Diary 12   February 8, 1907 through August 1, 1907 

on Seward, on “Seward Day” – May 16. 
I promised to consider the matter 
and give my answer late – 
Appointed L. L. Williams, Jury 
Comr. to draw Petit Jury for this term. 
Finished the call of the Motion Docket 
& all dilatory please to date settled. 
 -11- 
Trial of Decker Bros. v Berner’s 
Bay Min. & Mill. Co. begun – this 
is the most important case in the 
district – begun 10 years ago by 
the appointment of a Receiver & 
involves more than a million dollars. 
The real contest is that of priority 
between a mortgage for $500,000. 
& a larger amount of subsequent 
Receivers certificates.  Testimony 
now under way. 
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 -12- 
Trial in Decker v Berner’s Bay M & M 
 Co continued.  At nights I am 
now preparing my report & decision 
in the matter of the charges against 
Hohman, Com. at Copper Center. 
Have consented to deliver an 
oration on Seward Day – May 16th. 
 -13- 
Trial of Decker Bros. v Berners 
B. M & M. Co. continued – 
Drew trial jury in court at 1:50 
L. L. Williams jury commissioner & 
C. C. Page, Clerk.  36 jurors drawn 
for April 29th. 
Louis Levy came with his parents 
to Sitka in 1869 - talks the Thlingit 
language – buys furs, &c. sells 
Indian curios.  He is a fine fellow 
& I am trying to get him to assist 
me in collecting small but typical 
Thlinget outfit, weapons, carvings 
&c. 
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 -14- 
The “Transcript” is published 
by J. W. Frame here in Juneau, 
and has for a long time been 
criticising & roasting me.  In 
its issue yesterday I made 
full apology – took it all back,” 
and commended me for the manner 
in which I have carried on the work 
of the court here.  The other two 
Juneau papers, - the “Record-Miner” 
& “Dispatch” have editorially 
done likewise. 
     Gov. Hoggatt arrived this morning 

from Wash. D. C.  Met him & the 
Marshal Shoup, at Gov. house to 
-night to confer on Treadwell 
labor strike which is growing 
more dangerous.  Gov. tells me 
that Bonaparte, Atty Genl. thinks I am 
at fault for not personally seeing 
that gambling laws were enforced – 
- as if I were a policeman or marshal 
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 -15- 
Trial of Decker v Berners Bay case 
still on. 
Recd. telegram from Henderson repeating 
telegram from Atty. Genl. asking if he 
was depositing court funds in First 
Nat. Bank.  I explained the matter 
to the Gov. who agrees with me that 
the bank ought not to be permitted 
to so use the public funds that they 
will destroy the public credit –  
but he does’nt understand either. 
     Frame, ed. “Transcript” & Levinsky 
the Pres. of the strikers union at Tread 
=well had street fight today – Five 
strikers arrested for beating up a 
non-union man at Douglas. 
Wrote Debbie short letter. 
 -16- 
Sent Atty. Genl. telegram about 
court funds in 1st Nat. at Fairbanks 
asking him to wait till he received 
my letter of explanation of the 9th. 

Diary 12,  1907 
april16band17 

before making further demand on 
clerk at Fairbanks to deposit funds. 
Berners Bay case hearing. 
 -17- 
Berners Bay evidence closed 
& arguments now on hearing. 
Made up my Quarterly Acts. 
for year last past and send them 
to Atty. Genl : amts as follows: 
1906, April – June Quarter - $501.40 
    “    July – Sept.      “             85.75 
1907, Jany – Mch       “          421.30 
 Total -     $1008.45 
The June Quar. is for my Washington 
Expenses – at Raleigh Hotel from 
April 1 – to June 26. my bill for the 
previous Jany – Mch Quarter is 
unpaid also, and I will probably 
have to fight to get here – the rest 
will be all right – no trouble. 
    Wrote Debbie good long letter 
today.  Sent Bob. Coles $100. on 
grub stake for 1907 - 

Diary 12,  1907  -18- 

- 12 - 



Alaska State Library – Historical Collections   Diary of James Wickersham 
MS 107 Diary 12   February 8, 1907 through August 1, 1907 
april18and19and20 Arguments in Decker Bros v 

Berners Bay Co. case still on 
- all day and forenoon tomorrow. 
 -19- 
Telegram from Atty. Genl over= 
=ruling my objections to depositing 
Clerks money in the First National 
Bank – I have telegraphed some 
to Clerk with instructions to comply. 
 -20- 
Finished taking testimony in the matter 
of the disbarment proceedings against 
J. H. Cobb – brought by Shackleford. 
The fight grows out of the old case 
of Decker v Berners Bay Co. et. al. & 
the evidence does not disclose any 
act of particular moral turpitude 
on Cobbs part – though he did not 
quite obey the instructions of his 
client.  Have instructed the attorneys 
to propose briefs & statements of 
fact – will decide it after I do the 
Berners bay civil case. 
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 -21- 
Sunday – working on my opinion 
in Berners Bay cases – George & I 
took dinner with Gov. Hoggatt at 
the mansion on the hill.  The Gov. 
is a widower & lives alone – Jap. cook. 
George Irvine – attorney from Ketchikan 
is staying with him & we four had 
a jolly dinner & a good cigar. 
 -22- 
Heard Motion docket- 
 -23- 
“Jeffreson” in from Sound.  Letter 
from Debbie.  Tried case of 
Juneau v Ashby – decided it. 
Began Decker v Decker. 
Mrs. Tom. McGowan “blew in” – 
with telegram from Tom to Judge 
Williams asking intercession 
with Governor to let games run 
at Fairbanks till close of navigation. 
I positively declines to do anything 
to aid the matter – it will be a good 

Diary 12,  1907 
april23band24 

1907 
 - April 23 – continued 
thing to close them up & forever 
stop the threat which always 
lurks behind the bad practice. 
Fairbanks is now a closed town 
& I intend to see that it remains 
so - & Valdez too. 
 -24- 
Mrs. McGowan – Tom McGowans 

wife came in last night and met 
me at the Hotel  she had a tel 
-egram from Tom to see about the 
efforts to close gambling at 
Fairbanks – I declined to do 
anything in the matter and I 
think she has failed to get any 
information more than it was 
closed by order of the Atty. Genl. 
She left this afternoon on the 
“Jefferson” for Seattle.  Took 
dinner with Gov. Hoggatt & 
talked politics for an hour. 
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 -25- 
Still hearing the consolidated 
cases of Decker v Decker, invol 
=ving an old estate matter here in 
Juneau into which Barnes has 
inserted his nose up to his shoulders. 
 -26- 
Finished trial of the three consol 
=idated cases of Decker v Decker 
= this noon and decided them at 
once against Mrs. Decker, who 
was crying fraud – at Barnes 
suggestion.  Barnes is a typical 
shyster lawyer – thoroughly unscru 
=pulous and dishonest & she is a 
fool widow with some money & a 
healthy desire for a man.  Also 
heard the case of Rea v Electric 
Light Co. but it went over till morn 
=ing for argument.  There have 
been five continuous days of the most 
beautiful sunny spring time I 
have seen for a long time. 
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 -27- 
Decided the great bugbear 
case of this Division today – 
The Berners Bay Case – in favor 
of the prior lien of the bondholders. 
This case has been in this court 
for ten years, being begun in 
1897!!  Read an opinion – 
& since I decided against the 
local certificate holders I expect 
that a new crop of kickers will 
now start up like weeds from the 
muck patch. 
I must now prepare my opinion in 
the companion case – In re Disbarment 
of Cobb - who is being prosecuted by 
the bondholders for whom I decided 
the above case. 
Had a house full of ladies today 
when I read my opinion – on 
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notice had been given until 3 hrs 
before the opinion was read but 
they came in on short notice! 

Diary 12,  1907 
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[newspaper clipping:] 
“THE DISPATCH, Juneau, Alaska. 
OFFICIAL PAPER OF THE CITY  
  Judge Wickersham appears to have 
grasped the situation and is winning 
favorable comment of attorneys 
and litigants by his prompt action in 
disposing of important litigation 
which is retarding the growth of this 
section.  In the past twenty days he 
hasa accomplished wonders by his 
tireless efforts to clear business.  It is 
hard to conceive why a few people in 
Fairbranks could stir up such a moun- 
tian out of small ammunition in the 
fight against his confirmation .  It 
looks as if Teddy knew right from 
wrong when he carried the Wicker- 
sham banner into the face of the 
enemy and planted it on the hill of 
re-appointment     We are glad that 
southeastern Alaska, with few excep- 
tions, stood solidly behind Wicker- 
sham.  He is certainly making good in 
this section.” 
 
 -28- 
The Record-Miner said this morning: 
[newspaper clipping:] 
“THE BERNERS BAY CASES 
  The decision yesterday of the 
Berners bay cases is one of the 
most important judicial events 
that has ever taken place in 
southeastern Alaska.  These 
matters have been in court for 
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[newspaper clipping continues:] 
ten years and the litigation has 
been ably conducted by the at- 
torneys on both sides; the rights 
of the respective parties have 
been carefully looked after and 
the last act in the great legal 
drama was played yesterday af- 
ternoon when Judge Wickersham 
handed down his decision.  There 
were large interests at stake in 
these noted cases and three were 
quite a number of local parties 
who held claims in the shape of 
receiver’s certificates, but the 
great bulk of these were in the 
hands of two or three individu- 

als.  Those interested as well as 
the people at large will not be 
sorry that the law’s delay is 
over.  It was time a decision was 
reached, no matter which side 
was sustained.  All parties in 
terested will now, each in their 
turn, have opportunity to pro- 
tect their rights by application 
to a higher court.  The people 
of Juneau, as a whole rejoice 
that the Berners bay cases are 
out of the local courts.” 
 
Dinner this evening (Sunday) with Gov. Hoggatt 
- present Col. Greene, Capt           Marshal 
Shoup, Geo. Irving of Ketchikan and I. 
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 -29- 
Trial jury comes into Court his 
morning.  Case of U.S. v Reed 
- spent all day & an evening 
session trying to get a jury – went 
over till tomorrow.  A large num 
=ber of lawyers & litigants interested 
in the “Perseverance Mining Case”. 
have arrived & evidently that litigation 
is going to expand greatly. 
 -30- 
Beautiful sunny morning. 
Got jury in U.S. v Reed & case on 
trial.  Boyce, Barnhill & Irving 
U.S. Dist Atty & deputies for U.S. 
Shackleford & Lyons for defendant. 
 May Day. 
A beautiful sunny day.  Hard 
at it in U.S. v Reed.  Mail today 
letter from Debbie & several from 
Fairbanks - 
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 -2- 
Recd. papers from Fairbanks. 
Dodge & his friends won out 
in the city election and have 
charge of the city government. 
The Business Mens Ticket – headed 
by Dr. Cassels was defeated – and I  
am not sorry.  The gambling 
has been shut down – never to go 
again – and the Unions have also 
practically shut down the mines. 
Hard times will catch the whole 
outfit within 6 mo. and they will be 
damning Dodge & my opponents 
for conditions which were inevitable 
anyway – but my opponents got 
hold of the handle just when it 
gets hot – and I shall be interested 

- 14 - 



Alaska State Library – Historical Collections   Diary of James Wickersham 
MS 107 Diary 12   February 8, 1907 through August 1, 1907 

in seeing just how long they will  
enjoy it.  I shall see that the 
heat is maintained at the boiling 
point till they are warm through! 
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 May 3 
The Record-Miner has this editorial 
this morning: 
[newspaper clipping:] 
“  Judge Wickersham is making 
a record for prompt work on the 
bench here.  His example is fair- 
ly contagious, with all who have 
business with the court this 
term.” 
 
Trial of U.S. v Reed, murder 
has occupied all week – submitted 
to the jury today.  Have taken 
up the case of McFarland v Perseverance 
Min. Co. – an equity case, on account 
of so many foreign counsel & witnesses 
here. 
 May 4th 
U.S. v Reed – Verdict “not guilty”. 
Perseverance Case on trial now. 
Fairbanks papers & mail – Dodge 
& his fellows are already fighting over 
the spoils.  Gunnison seems to be 
at work in good shape.  Dome 
Creek case set & probably on trial. 
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 -5- 
Beautiful sunny Sunday. 
Dinner with Gov. Hoggatt – the 
Shoups – Marshall & Mrs. & the 
two daughters & Miss Trimmer 
also Genl. Distin present. 
 -6-  (Wrangell) 
Heard motion docket all day. 
The Ketchikan{Wrangell} Sentinel” had an 
editorial last week severely arraign 
=ing Gov. Hoggatt for calling out 
the military at Treadwell – it was 
so rankly traitorous – another Editor 
is U.S. Commissioner, Justice of the 
Peace &c.  The Governor wrote me a 
letter enclosing the paper and 
requesting his removal – I telegraph 
=ed the whole to Judge Gunnison 
& requested his action – Today he 
telegraphed to me requesting me to 
give the Com. notice & to act – 
I wont hesitate to give him notice 
& then remove him! - 
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 -7th- 
Trial of the McFarland v Perseverance 
Co. – mining & water right case. 

With Gov. Hoggatt & Marshal Shoup 
went over to Douglas & Treadwell 
tonight to call on military officers 
- Col. Greene & Capt. Dean. 
They & a portion of their forces will 
leave for Ft. Seward tomorrow as 
the Treadwell strike seems to be in 
a state of collapse. 
 -8- 
Newspaper dispatch this morning 
says Atty. Genl. Bonaparte leaves 
the Cabinet – I am glad of it, as 
he seems to be against me.  He 
listened to Hubbard - & took 
prejudice without knowledge 
     I gave Snyder, Com. at Wrangell 
notice by telegraph to show cause 
why he should not be removed for 
denouncing Gov. Hoggatt for calling 
out troops at Treadwell - 
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Snyder answered my telegram 
- halfhearted & sly disapproval. 
I gave him 3 days to answer & will 
do nothing more till Monday – 
 -9- 
Just received letter from Debbie 
& enclosed was the following clipping: 
[newspaper clipping:] 
“ANDERSON INDICTED 
 ON CHARGE OF FORGERY 
 Special to the Post-Intelligencer. 
  FAIRBANKS, May 2. – L. B. Anderson, 
former owner of the Times, of Fairbanks; 
E. B. Condon, leyman for Anderson on 
Dome Creek, and James Osborne have 
been indicted by the grand jury on a 
charge of forging the name of V. A. 
Green to a quitclaim deed to a quarter 
interest of the Anderson group on Dome 
Creek, in favor of Anderson.  This caused 
a sensation.  Anderson today transferred 
his interest in newspapers to Frank Man- 
ley, Roy Maddocks and John Ronan.” 
 
Evidently Barnette & McGinn are 
getting busy with Anderson & his 
malicious gang of blackmailers. 
I am glad that they are fighting during 
my absence.  Manley, Ronan and 
Maddocks show up – they are 
the “gut” that connects the Siamese twins 
- the Times & Northern Light 
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I am tired ! Tired all the time & 
sometimes in court I feel as if I must 
adjourn & go out to the mountains & 
rest.  My friends tell me that I work 
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to hard – too many hours on too many 
days & months.  But I cant stop 
for a while – not till the Annual 
Investigator has come & finished 
Ordered Grand Jury drawn today 
to meet on the 20th & also announced 
that I would not go to Skagway to 
hold term beginning June 3rd. 
Business here is much more important 
than that at Skagway.  Another case 
involving a half interest in the Perseverance 
mines in the Silver Bow basin was submitted 
to me for trial yesterday on stipulation 
- parties refused to come into court 
except upon my promise to try the case. 
They evidently wish the case tried and 
decided at once – before Gunnison 
gets home, - and I will do it. 
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 -10- 
McFarland v Alaska Perseverance 
Case still dragging along. 
     Recd. telegram from Atty. Genl. 
today as follows: 
 Washington, D.C. May 10, 07. 
Wickersham, U.S. Dist. Judge. 
     Juneau, Alaska:  It is desired 
that you remain at Juneau until 
all business before present term 
of court is completed. 
 Bonaparte. 
This means the Gov. Hoggatts attempt 
to keep Judge Gunnison at Fairbanks 
till my investigation is finished & 
make him work some, has succeeded- 
     Attended the reception given to 
Gov. Hoggatt by the ladies – held at the 
hall and was a most enjoyable 
affair.  I went with Genl. Distin 
- poor old man – he is brokenhearted 
over the recent death of his wife 
& son - 
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 -11- 
“Cottage City” came in last night 
from Seattle – mail.  Trial of the 
case of McFarland v Alaska – Per 
=severance Co. still on – all week. 
Evidences finished today & arguments 
on – but postpone further argument 
till Monday evening, as I intend to 
take up jury cases on Monday. 
 -12- 
A rainy blue Sunday – 
I am engaged now in preparing 
a 30 minute talk to the school 
children – the Seward Club – for 
the 16th – the 106th anniversary 

of the birth of Wm H. Seward. 
Dinner with Gov. Hoggatt. 
 -13- 
Trial of Leon v Alaska Treadwell 
Co – personal injury case – jury –  
Also heard argument in evening 
McFarland v Alaska Perseverance 
Co - 
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 -14- 
Genl. Greeley is reported in the 
newspapers as having delivered 
an address to Geographical Soc. 
in Chicago, wherein he said that 
Alaska judges ought to be hanged 
& only represented private interests. 
I called the matter to Gov. Hoggatts 
attention & he has promised to 
call it to the attention of the Dept. 
Dinner with Gov. Hoggatt, Geo. 
Irving & Marshal Shoup tonight 
Gov. H. has written a formal letter 
to his department and to President 
Roosevelt calling attention to Genl. 
Greeleys “knock”.  I doubt if it 
will accomplish any other 
good purpose than to challenge 
the alleged facts in Greeleys talk. 
Jury trial in Treadwell case on. 
Also argument in Perseverance 
case.  
The Greeleys attack is as 
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follows: 
[in margin:] Juneau Record-Miner 
 In this he said that 
 he was surprised that 
 all public officers a few 
 years ago were not hanged 
 -the newspapers bring 
 it to date. 
[in margin:] Juneau “Transcript.” 
[newspaper clipping:] 
“  Chicago, May 13. – General Greely 
in his address before the Geographical 
Society here Saturday night declared 
that Alaska is badly governed.  He 
says the nation treats Alaska as if her 
citizens were Indians instead of pro- 
gressive Americans.  He further de- 
clared the courts were only the instru- 
ments of private interests.  He de- 
clared in closing that Alaska has 
never been treated fairly.” 
 
 -15th- 
Accepted resignation of John 
Burton, Com. at Cordova, and 
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appointed Lee Van Slyke in 
his place.  Treadwell damage 
case still on trial. 
Heard argument in the Water Case  
till 10. tonight & am tired as 
a dog.  I have talked well but 
too long – 12 hrs. on bench today. 
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 -16- 
Telegrams from Fairbanks 
[newspaper clipping:] 
  “Fairbanks, May 16. – Upon motion 
of the defendants a non-suit was grant- 
ed against Burnett in the famous Dome 
creek mining case which Judge Wick- 
ersham refused to try.  Later upon ap 
plication Judge Gunnison granted an 
injunction restraining the striking 
miners from interfering with the 
washing up of the dumps.  This is be- 
lieved to be the opening wedge for the 
settlement of the strike. 
  Fairbanks, May 16. – A twelve hun- 
dred dollar nugget was found on Dome 
creek yesterday.  Today Deputy U.S. 
marshals are protecting the non-union 
men washing up the dumps.  The 
strikers will hold a meeting this even- 
ing to pass resolutions against govern- 
ment by injunction in the Tanana dis- 
trict.” 
 
And from Washington: 
"newspaper clipping:] 
“  Washington, D. C., May 16. – Assis- 
tant District Attorney Cooley will be 
unable to go to Alaska this summer to 
investigate certain charges against 
Judge Wickersham by reason of press- 
ing business here.  It is not known 
whether any one else will be assigned 
for the trip.” 
 
I wonder whats up now? 
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 -17- 
Delivered short oration (?) in 
Seward today at the Methodist Church 
upon request of Juneau Seward Club, 
- a high school club. Also decided 
case of Leon v Alask Treadwell Gold 
Min. Co. – jury case – but I instructed 
a verdict for the defendant –  
see opinion.  Letter from Debbie – 
she and Darrell are having their visit 
together at Bremerton – I hope it 
may not be their last one. 
Argument in the Perseverance Water 

Case, ended last night – after 
having been up in earnest fight 
each day for 10 days!  Will prepare 
my opinion & decide it as soon 
as possible – for it is an important 
case.  Received telegram from 
Judge Gunnison today to remove 
Snyder as Comr. at Wrangell 
for traitorous attack on Gov. Hoggatt. 
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 -18- 
Made order today for Judge 
Gunnison removing A. V. R. 
Snyder as Comr. &c. Wrangell – 
Heard motion to strike parts 
of complaint in Pearce v Alaska 
- Perseverance Min. Co. – granted 
the motion and simplified the 
issues very much – I hope. 
 -19- 
Capt. Hugh Murray invited several 
to go on his newly rebuilt boat 
“Elsie” – to Takon bay & glacier today 
- Gov. Hoggatt, Genl Distin, Geo. 
Irving, Geo. Jeffrey – Geo Simpson 
Miss Chapin, Mrs. Ramsey – sister 
& Mrs. Kennedy & the reporter for the 
Record-Miner & his wife - & three 
or four more – It was a beautiful 
sunny day – Takon inlet was 
clear calm & unruffled – it 
was warm bright and a happy 
trip.  Dinner with Gov. Hoggatt tonight 
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 -20- 
Grand Jury empanelled & 
instructed: B. M. Behrends, foreman. 
Jury trial Alaska Mildred Min. Co. 
v Ebner begun.  Indictment 
against crazy murderer – & he was 
ordered sent to Insane Asylum – Marshal 
Shoup went out with him. 
 -21- 
Trial Alaska Mildred Min. Co vs. 
Ebner – verdict instructed for the plft. 
for $10,299.00   At work on my 
opinion in Perseverance Mining 
Case  {-22-}  Newspaper dispatches 
today say the President will not 
have any further investigation made 
against me – that he intends to stand 
by Judge Day’s reports as follows: 
- on next page.  Had confidential 
talk with Gov. Hoggatt about it 
& he assured me that he intended 
to go back to Washington this 
winter &  make a fight in my   & as 
he puts it – in behalf of territories interest 
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Substance of todays dispatch 
is as follows: 
[newspaper clipping:] 
   “Washington, D. C., May 22. – The 
department of justice today announced 
that further investigation of the 
charges against Alaskan Federal Judge 
James Wickersham is to be stopped by 
order of President Roosevelt.  The 
president has notified the department 
that he will stand by the judge on his 
record up to date, including as it 
does, the former strong report in his 
favor filed by examiner Day.” 
 
 -23rd- 
Finished case of Young v Ebner 
yesterday – granted a non-suit 
Grand Jury is actively at work 
& will probably end its labors this 
week.  Beautiful weather. 
Dinner with Mr & Mrs Page, clerk 
of court, yesterday evening & met 
Mr. & Mrs. Summers. 
 -24- 
Louis Lane, my Nome companion to 
Cape Prince of Wales in 1902 – Jany. 
came in on the “Jefferson” this morning 
on his way to Chichagoff island. 
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Jury trial today verdict for plft. 
We are getting along fine with the 
work of court – Grand jury returned 
half a dozen indictments – nothing of  
importance & I can probably 
close up all jury work in two 
weeks more – without they get more 
work ready than is now at issue. 
Dinner with Mr & Mrs Dautrick last 
evening.  Miss Yule, principal of 
the Juneau schools, Gov. Hoggatt & 
I constituted the visitors.  Am at 
work every spare moment on my 
opinion in the Perseverance Water Case. 
 25- 
Beautiful spring day – warm & 
once in a while a sprinkle of rain. 
Finished all jury cases & let the 
jury go till Monday when I begin trial 
of criminal cases just indicted- 
Grand jury is done – but stands over 
till Monday to make reports & finish 
up a belated matter- There is about 
a weeks work in criminal matters & 
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then I’ll take up civil jury business 
that is new & finish it – then discharge 
the jury & go to equity work – 

Gov. Hoggatt went down to Seattle this 
afternoon on “Jefferson” to attend formalities 
of breaking ground for the Seattle-Alaska 
-Yukon Fair.  Am at work on my opinion 
in the water case McFarland v Perseverance 
Min. Co – a very interesting case. 
 -26- 
[newspaper clipping:] 
“THE DAILY RECORD-MINER 
SUNDAY, Mary 26, 1907 
MAKING A RECORD 
   James Wickersham has been 
doing a great work since the 
first day he opened court in Ju- 
neau.  The cases on the docket 
have been taken up and tried 
without delay and disposed of 
promptly.  The work that the 
Judge has done at this term has 
been of great benefit to the dis- 
trict.  Before he came litigants 
in this division suffered by the 
law’s delay.  Mindful of this the 
Judge undertook to administer 
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[newspaper clipping continued:] 
justice promptly.   In cases left 
to the judgment of the court the 
decisions was prompt and the ag- 
grieved litigant had the opportun- 
ity of taking his case to the up- 
per court and in this way even 
the man who lost was nearer 
the end he sought. 
  Judge Wickersham is a man 
of ability, learned in the law and 
as a judge he has proven himself 
worthy of the confidence of the 
people.  This mining district 
will take on prosperity after the 
docket is cleared up. 
  All honor to Judge Wicker- 
sham!” 
 
 -27- 
Trial U.S. v Dankovich, for 
shooting Jap. at Treadwell -  
Rainy & warm – The Grand 
Jury reported & was discharged 
this afternoon – the criticised 
Genl. Greeley severely for his 
attack upon the Alaskan courts 
& called upon the Department 
for an investigation & Greely 
for an apology 
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 -28- 
Trial Dankovich still on. 
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Circuit Court of Appeals has 
affirmed my opinion in 
Marks v Gates 2nd Alaska 519. 
 -29- 
Dankovich verdict ‘ “Not guilty”. 
[newspaper clipping:] 
“PRESIDENT DECIDES 
 TO STAND FIRMLY 
 BY JUDGE WICKERSHAM 
Post-Intelligencer News Bureau. 
     WASHINGTON, May 21, - The presi- 
dent has stopped the investigation be- 
gun in the Judge Wickersham case in  
Alaska when it was made known in  
February last that because of the com- 
plications introduced by the Hoyt re- 
port the nomination of Judge Wicker- 
sham would not be sent to the senate  
during the session. 
     The president said that he should  
give the judge another recess appoint- 
ment and then order a third investi- 
gation during the coming summer. 
     The report on last summer’s investi- 
gation by District Attorney Hoyt made  
it impossible to secure confirmation of 
Judge Wickersham by the senate, for  
while Hoyt found nothing against the 
judge’s honor or integrity, he reached  
the somewhat surprising conclusion  
that he should be superceded in office  
because the community was divided on 
the subject of his fitness.  Even this  
kind of a report strengthened Judge  
Wickersham’s enemies in the senate,  
and the president concluded to have 
another investigation. 
     Alfred W. Cooley, an assistant at- 
torney general, was chosen to make it.   
After further thought on the matter,  
however, the president made up his  
mind to stand by Judge Wickersham  
on the record to date, including as it  
does the former strong report in favor  
of the judge made by W. A. Day. 
  WALTER E. CLARK” 
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 -30- 
 Decoration Day- 
No jury – but I am preparing 
opinion in the Perseverance Water Case. 
Got a letter from Debbie this morning 
on the “Dolphin”. 
 -31- 
Trial U.S. v Mila – a police 
court case. 
 -June 1st- 

Bishop Rowe at hotel – 
Hung jury in Mila case.  Telegram 
from Judge Gunnison saying 
that he is trying the Dome Creek 
cases & will not finish before 
August! 
- June 2nd 
Dinner this evening with Genl. 
Distin & Bishop Rowe.  Am 
finishing up my opinion in the 
water case – Perseverance – 
& will deliver it tomorrow. 
Shoup is back home. 
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 -June 3- 
Delivered opinion in the case 
of McFarland v Perseverance Co. 
 -4- 
Trial U.S. v Burke, verdict of 
guilty of Larceny from Dwelling 
The jury cases for this term are 
ended and jury discharged – kept 
one juror as there are one or two 
jury cases that may be ready for 
trial in a few days – 
     Argument on motion to strike 
in Pearce v Sutherland – the same 
real parties as in the Water Case – 
& plaintiffs move to dismiss their 
case without prejudice to new suit. 
If this granted it will greatly less 
=en the business of the term.  They 
evidently concluded from my opinion 
in the Water Case that I would be 
against them on the other case. 
There seems to be general satisfac 
=tion in the camp with my opinion 
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in the water case, as it settles the rights 
of miners, fisheries & manufacturers 
to the use of water from public streams 
& protects them from riparian rights 
 -5- 
Little to do in court today.  Sentenced 
Burke to penitentiary for 18 months. 
I had some doubt in his case & gave 
him a short sentence for that reason – 
but he is a bad man & to get him out 
of the Territory I sent him to McNeils 
Island, Wash. penitentiary. 
     Have begun an opinion in the 
matter of the Disbarment of Cobb. 
 -6th- 
Engaged in long winded argument 
in case of Int. Trust Co. v Griffin, 
one of the interminable Nowell Gold 
Min. Cases – which when concluded 
wont decide anything – intend to 
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refuse to decide question – temporary 
injunction, & set case for trial 
on the merits & then decide it finally. 

Diary 12,  1907 
june07 

 -7- 
The “Record-Miner” this morning says 
editorially: 
[newspaper clipping:] 
“   The court now in session will 
go down in history as the turn- 
ing point between dull times and 
prosperity.  It is now clearly 
seen that it is important to have 
a real live court if you want good 
times.  Long live Judge Wick- 
ersham.” 
 
The passenger list of the Dolphin – 
telegraphed from Ketchikan – shows 
Mrs. Wickersham on board.  I 
wonder why she did not telegraph 
or write me that she was coming! 
  Received telegram this eve 
=ning from John L. McGinn 
Fairbanks, saying that the 
case of Nelson & Hensley vs - 
Meehan & Larson, had been 
affirmed in the Circuit Court 
of Appeals.  San Francisco 
 Good!! 
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 -8- 
Debbie came this morning on 
the “Dolphin” – I am glad to have 
her with me.  Darrell will be in Brem 
=erton for months yet, & she will stay 
with me awhile and then go back 
and stay with him till time to go 
into Fairbanks.  She is having a 
pleasant time there – everybody 
for Alaska has been through Seattle 
Y she has met most of them & seems 
to have greatly enjoyed the meeting. 
Many of them met Darrell also. 
     Spent all day hearing the appli 
=cation of the Alaska Pacific Ry. Co. 
for injunction to prevent the Copper 
Riv. Ry Co. from crossing their terminal 
grounds at Katalla.  Shackleford 
& Lyons represent plaintiff & Bogle[?] 
from Seattle & Winn of Juneau 
represent the Copper Riv Co. 
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 -9- 
Sunday – rainy – nothing much 
Worked on Cobb disbarment case. 
     I am greatly pleased that the case 
of Nelson & Hensley v Meehan & Larson 
was affirmed.  It is the case that 

Senator Nelson fought me so vic 
=iously about in the Senate – His 
10 page brief on the law now goes 
to the waste paper basket - & I 
stand affirmed by the Circuit Ct. of 
Appeals.  Every case they have 
fought me on - the Copper Case from 
Valdez & this case especially – also 
the Wild Goose case from Nome, has 
been affirmed on appeal!! 
[written over diagonally:] 
It was really reversed and 
I am now – not pleased 
 
 -10- 
Heard arguments all day in the 
Katalla Railroad Cases – a mean 
close case – Beautiful weather. 
Debbie thinks she has a mission 
to keep me from working – but it 
only adds a little more work to 
what I do - 
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 -11- 
Decided the Railroad Case from 
Katalla today – Refused to issue 
Injunction – which was the only 
question involved in the hearing. 
     Reception at Shoups today 
in honor of Mrs C. S. Johnson – the 
wife of Judge Johnson  decd –  
Mrs. W  assisted & is consequently 
worn out & in bed – 
 -12- 
Heard demurrer & motion in Pearce 
v Sutherland & Perseverance C. Case 
Hearing will go on tomorrow. 
 -13- 
Sustained Demurrer to Complaint 
in Pearce v Sutherland & Perseverance Co. 
Heard rumor that Nelson v Meehan 
had been reversed instead of affirmed – 
- telegraphed for information & Monckton 
Clerk.  Ct. App. answered. 
“Appeal Nelson v Meehan dismissed.” 
That really leaves a doubt. 
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 -14- 
“Jefferson” came in during the night 
Mr. & Mrs. Harlan on board en route 
to Fairbanks.  Telegraphed Monckton 
Clk. Ct. Ct. App. for copy opinion in 
Nelson v. Meehan.  Trying the case 
U.S. v Anderson, ejectment from Blk 
32, Juneau, U.S. reservation for schools. 
     Dautricks gave a card party 
for Mrs. W  tonight – very pleasant. 
 -15- 
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Am preparing opinion in Elliott 
vs Elliott – Hubbard Copper Case. 
     Mail brings me some Fairbanks 
papers – they disclose that Dodge & 
Marquam, who now seems to be acting 
as associate editor of the Times, are 
none too friendly to Gunnison, but dare 
not quite break over on account of the 
precarious conditions in which the 
arrest of Anderson & Condon for 
forgery has left them - but they will 
be abusing him later.  Their attacks 
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on me are intermittent but virulent. 
The Dome Creek cases are dragging 
along - & it is my judgment 
 -16- 
The “Humboldt” came in today.  Gov. 
Swineford & Gov. Brady, on board.  Also 
Zip, the N.C. agent at St Micheals & Mrs. 
E. T. Barnette & her beautiful little 
daughter Virginia.  Mrs. W  & I went 
down & called on Mrs B  & she came 
up to lunch with us.  She is very bitter 
against those who are fighting her husband 
- but I warned her against the cancer 
of hatred & revenge, - that it did those 
more harm who harbor it than those 
against whom it is directed.  Still 
advice is cheap & cannot change 
human nature.  Mrs B. looks well 
though she has been sick & is greatly 
humiliated & worried over his troubles. 
Beautiful day – working on my opinion 
in Hubbard-Elliott mining case & 
watching a flock of eagles out of the 
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courthouse window as they fish 
at the mouth of Gold Creek. 
 -17- 
Dismissed Cobb v Otterson on 
motion of Cobb – he was’nt ready – 
Trial of Thorndike v Perseverance 
Co. over tells to the Martin Lode Claim 
begun.  Working nights & odd mom 
=ents on opinions in Hubbard Elliott 
case. 
 -18- 
Thorndike v Perseverance Co. continued 
     The excursion steamer “Spokane” 
came in today with a large party of 
tourists on board, - among them Prof. 
George Davidson, long in the U.S. Coast 
& Geodetic Survey – I called on him. 
He told me that it was 57 years ago 
today that he came into San Francisco. 
- he was then 25 years old.  He has had 
more to do with coast surveys than 

any other man on the Pacific coast 
& is the recognized & accepted authority 
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in all such matters.  He told me 
that he had been engaged in the careful 
noting of Japanese wrecks for many 
years – that he has recorded 75  
authentic cases – that he has a mass 
of manuscript on that subject now 
ready to work into shape & upon 
my urging that he & he along could 
do it satisfactorily he agreed to go to 
work on it at once.  He has now 
retired from active work but is nearly 
blind. 
 -19- 
Trial Thorndike v Perseverance Co. 
Working hard on Hubbard – Elliott opinion. 
Mrs. W  will go home on next Monday 
& I will follow as soon thereafter as possible 
Skagway term will be abandoned & I will 
go to the westward – Valdez & Seward – 
& hold a term to finish up business there 
so that I wont have to come out in  
midwinter. 
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 -20- 
Thorndyke v Perseverance Case still 
on trial.  News from Darrell that 
his orders have come assigning him 
to “Nebraska” – battleship. 
 -21st- 
Decided Thorndyke v Perseverance 
Case in favor of defendant.  It is 
a technical case – not important 
except that it is a close question 
of law on the question of the 
sufficiency of a notice of mining location 
We are to take dinner – formally – 
with Gov. Hoggatt tonight.  The Shoups 
Mr & Mrs Kinzie, &c are to be there. 
Dinner:  Gov. Hoggatt – Mr & Mrs. Kinzie 
Mr & Mrs Shoup & Mrs W  & I – fine – 
 -22- 
Tried jury case today.  Called term 
of court at Valdez for July 29th 
Rainy. 
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 -23- 
Gov. Hoggatt invited Mrs. W - & 
me to go to Silver Bow Basin to 
see the mines & we went.  Had a 
fine day – a pleasant trip – a good 
lunch with Mitchell, Supt. Persever 
ance Mine, a pleasant visit with 
Otterson & wife & greatly enjoyed the 
grand scenery of the basin. 
     Dinner this evening with the 
Shoups.  Debbie intended to go 
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home this evening on Jefferson 
but she is reported now to sail 
on Tuesday morning. 
 -24.- 
Trying  log case – am about 
through with trials.  Will leave 
here about July 4th & come back 
about Aug. 20, to settle matters 
of appeals &c.  Papers today from 
Fairbanks – but nothing new. 
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 -25- 
Debbie went home this morning 
on the Jefferson.  Finished trial 
of Rapp v Jorgenson today. 
Dinner with Gov. Hoggatt tonight. 
 -26- 
Motion Calendar – began trial 
of Walker v Shackleford – 
Finished opinion in Elliott 
v Hubbard – Elliott Copper Case. 
 -27- 
Finished case of Walker v Shackle 
=ford today, - instructed jury to sign 
verdict for defendant.  It is a 
“spite” case brought by Cobb against 
Shackleford on the barest and 
most unfair technicality & grows 
out of their bitter personal war 
=fare which I hope to mollify 
in this case and in the disbarment 
proceeding against Cobb, brought 
by Shackleford.  Dinner tonight 
at Treadwell with Kinzie’s – Gov. Hoggatt 
Shoups Stoess[?], & I were present. 
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 -June 28- 
Finished up the last case 
on the trial docket today & 
called for others but no more 
responded – Dismissed the 
jury. 
     Received in the mail today the 
opinion in Nelson v Hensley v 
Meehan & Larson – instead of 
being affirmed the case was 
reversed, much to my regret. 
That is the case that Senator Nelson 
fought me on, - and while ordin 
arily I care only to be right in 
such matters, in this I cared to 
be affirmed – but was’nt. 
Well its forgotten, by me. 
Busy finishing up my correspondence 
& signing licenses.  Will go on the 
morning of the 3rd & take record 
in the Elliott case & finish that 
up – make up the completed record 

on appeal &c. in Seattle. 
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 -29- 
The very unpleasant duty of dec 
=iding the disbarment proceedings 
against Cobb, lawyer, performed. 
     The Marshal informs me that the 
Governor is greatly disappointed 
because I did not disbar Cobb 
- & expresses his diappointment 
- that he has said that he now wont 
go down to Seattle with me, &c. 
    Well, I am sorry that he feels 
that way, but I have the strongest 
sense of having done right & will 
stand the consequences.  The 
Marshal says that I did right in 
his judgment – that he would 
have done just that & nothing else. 
     I did not disbar Cobb,but 
did criticise his actions and 
lectured both he and his senior part 
=ner, Maloney, unmercifully – 
I also criticised Shackleford, 
for bringing the disbarment proceeding. 
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 -30- 
My action yesterday in refusing 
to disbar Cobb seems to have been 
a great disappointment to the Governor 
& other enemies of Cobbs, and they 
have been denouncing me severely. 
It seems that last fall when Shackleford 
was preparing these charges he grew afraid 
of Gunnison & filed charges & statements 
showing the facts against Cobb in the Dept. 
of Justice, and made special application 
that I come here – or be sent here – to try the 
charges on account of Judge Gunnisons 
prejudices in Cobbs favor.  Now that I have 
decided against disbarment they are ugly – 
- well they can go to hell – I did right & that 
ends it. 
     Major Richardson came in on the “Port- 
=land,” last night from Valdez.  He tells 
me that the RR situation there is bad – 
that no real railroad building is yet 
under way, & that it looks more as 
if the Copper Riv. Co was trying to drive 
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the Bremer road {out} of the field than to build 
a railroad itself.  Richardson 
thinks Katalla a bad port & terminus 
for the road 
 -July 1st- 
Well, Gov. Hoggatt, Shackleford 
& others of their – and my – friends 
are tearing their hair & rending 
their garments because I did 
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not disbar Cobb – They have 
involved Marshal Shoup in 
the matter and have distressed 
him greatly with their mutterings. 
     I am as greatly disappointed 
as they are, for I expected decent 
treatment from them & did not 
get it.  Well, they can go to the 
devil – I never have tempered 
my legal duties to send either 
friends or enemies & 
dont intend to do so. 
 Finis, Governor! 
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 -2nd- 
Finished up the business of the term 
- signed orders, &c. and all liquor 
licenses that were not opposed. 
Continued hearings of those in Juneau 
& one in Douglas and one in Skagway 
till Judge Gunnison returns. 
     George Jeffry will remain 
here to get out transcripts, &c. 
     I have just bought some interesting 
Chilkat Indian curios from Jim 
Williams, newphew of the Chilkat 
chief “Hlat –redge” – the chief 
is in the last stages of disease, the 
tribe has either died off – joined 
the whitemans ways and habits &c. 
& the old chief finds Indian ways 
& customs deseated & is selling 
out the rich & rare objects of value 
which slavery, the customs service 
of Chilkat over the trade from 
the interior to the coast, &c. gave to 
his ancestors, & I am getting some 
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of them.   I bought two copper 
masks – 2 Chilkat blankets – a finely 
carved ceremonial spoon & two 
rare copper knives with carved 
handle ends.  It is the finest 
Indian work I ever saw. 
     Gov. Hoggatt & Shackleford 
still off the reservation & hostile. 
I am no also, and it’s a feud!! 
 -3rd- 
Left Juneau this morning at 
10 oclock on City of Seattle. 
Marshal Shoup came down 
to see me off – I judge from what 
he says that he intends to resign 
soon.   Lawlor, the Gov. private 
secretary came to bid me goodby 
- I could not learn whether it was 
a formal and official courtesy 
from the Governor, or just Lawlors 

private act. 
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 -July 4th- 
Ketchikan – Dixons Entrance. 
Seven years ago I was on the 
City of Seattle, in this identical 
neighborhood on my way into the 
Interior of Alaska the first time. 
     How different things are today 
with me & my family     Howard 
then sat on my lap as we crossed 
the swells – seasick but clinging 
to me trying to ward it off – bless 
his frail but courageous body –  
his death left me an old man with 
no child to remain with & support 
me.  Darrell will always be in 
the navy – What a mistake it 
is not to have a family of children 
A dark & cloudy forenoon 
raining & a blue fourth! 
     Music and dancing this 
evening – the boat has two lady 
musicians – a violinist & pianist. 
Those who danced had a pleasant 
 evening. 
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 -5- 
Beautiful day – we seem to be 
getting into another world – out 
of Alaska into sunshine – 
crossed Queen Charlottes sound 
at noon. 
 -6- 
Beautiful morning – a 
cloudless sky - & warm. 
San Juan Is – Mt Baker & the 
Olympics, De Fuca Straits. 
     Abe Stein, & Mrs. Jaffe, 
& 2 or 3 others from Fairbanks 
on baord – also Jack Dolson 
& wife & “Bob” & Mrs Jewett 
from Circle City, Seattle 3 p.m- 
 
Reached Seattle at 7:30 
& went to the Ranier-Grand 
Hotel – Debbie met me & 
we went over to Bremerton 
Navy Yard to see Darrell. 
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 -7- 
Remained at Bremerton last 
night & had an hours visit 
with Darrell.  Debbie has 
good rooms at the “Roosevelt” 
rooming house.  We came 
back to Seattle at noon –  
Mr & Mrs Perry –(U.S. Marshal) 
came in & spent the evening. 
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Warm & bright Sunday. 
 -8- 
Recd. letter from E. C. Hughes, Pres. 
State Bar Assoc. inviting me to 
participate in the proceedings of that 
body & on Saturday night at the 
banquet to make a 5 min. talk. 
     “Jerry” Cousby, lawyer from 
Fairbanks got into town today – 
he tells me that Judge Gunnison 
granted a non-suit against the 
defendants – thus giving Barnette 
a practical victory, and thus 
leaving the case just where it 
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started – Aside from this nothing 
is done & Jerry says that a whole 
years accumulation awaits 
my return.  He says that Anderson 
& Condon want me to try their case! 
The old reprobate was willing to 
fight me until he gets caught 
& then he wants me to try his 
case & help him out.  I shall 
greatly regret it if I am forced 
to try him.  Called on Senator 
Piles today – also E. C. Hughes, 
John P. Hartman, John L. Wilson 
Chilberg, Pres. Yukon-Alaska Fair, 
& others.  We are at Rainier-Grand 
& will stay here till we {I} go north – 
Perrys are at the Butler. 
 -9- 
Went over to Tacoma – paid 
my life Ins. &c. back in the  
evening.  Attended reception 
at Rainier Club, to Garfield 
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Sec. of Int. & Judge Ballinger 
Coml Genl. Land Office. 
 -10- 
Getting my teeth dentistried! 
Dinner today with Dave King, 
who is preparing a “chaser” 
to “The Looting of Alaska,” 
for Appletons Magazine & who 
intends to use the fight against 
me as the “chaser”.  Darrell 
intended to come over & go to the 
theater with us tonight – but 
telephoned at last moment 
that he could not come. 
 -11th- 
Dentistry.  Debbie went to Bremerton 
to see about Darrell & I went to Tacoma. 
 -12- 
Returned from Tacoma this morning 
Made arrangements with Gilstrap to 

put my copper masks & Chilkat 
blankets in cases.  Debbie got 
back from Bremerton last night 
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She says Gov. Hoggatt was looking 
for me – he afterwards told me that 
Secretary Garfield wished to see me 
& that he tried to fine me.  The Secretary 
is gone to Portland this morning but 
I am not sorry about it.  Hughes 
Pres. of the Bar Assoc. talked with 
him about me, & that probably started 
his inquiry.  My meeting the other 
night at the Rainier Club was 
a pleasant one & probably it 
was just as well not to talk 
more.  
     Attended State Bar Association 
today.  We called in a body on 
Vice President Fairbanks – who 
was very pleasant to me. 
Hoggatt goes back to Alaska 
on tonights boat.  Our relations 
are strained & never will be as 
pleasant again.  Shackleford 
is here arranging the record in 
the Katalla Railway Case on appeal 
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 -13th- 
Attended State Bar Assoc. today. 
The Banquet tonight was a bril 
=liant affair – and my part in it 
was spectacular.  E. C. Hughes 
Pres. made a speech of welcome & 
Judge Burke was toastmaster. 
Upon a raised floor three small 
tables were occupied – the smallest 
by the Vice President C. W. Fairbanks. 
Hughes & Judge Burke, another 
with  Senator Piles at the head was {by} 
Gov. Mead, U.S. Dist. Judge Whitson 
Chief Justice Hadley of Wash.  Judges 
Root and Crow, Wash.  Chief Justice 
Aleshine, of Idaho & myself me. 
The great body of the lawyers – 200 
and more, occupied the great dining 
room – Banquet at the Stander 
Hotel.  The Com. of the Genl. Land 
Office, Judge Ballinger, was on  
the list as the first speaker but 
was out of the city & I was asked 
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to take his place & did so, but with 
the privilege of talking on Alaska. 
The audience had had a good dinner 
& plenty of champagne – and other 
strong drinks & were in a happy 
& hilarious condition.  They sung 
Huges down when he introduced 
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the toastmaster & cut the latters 
talk very short with singing 
“He’s a jolly good fellow” – and 
I opened on house that wanted 
to sing and be joyful – but not 
to listen to talk – My “Irish” was 
roused & before I got through I had 
them fully under control – though 
it required both courage & strength. 
The Governor – Mead – followed 
& then the Vice President – after 
wards Congressman Humphrey 
& Senator Piles.  The following 
is a portion of the “Times” account 
of the speech making - 
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[newspaper clipping:] 
“WICKERSHAM ASKS 
        AID FOR THE 
 NORTH 
 Federal Judge in Alaska De- 
  clares He is Weary of Acting 
  as Governor and Wants Con- 
  gress to Give People Power. 
DUTY IS OWED BY 
 CITY OF SEATTLE 
 Impassioned Appeal of Jurist 
  Overshadows the Vice-Presi- 
  dent’s Speech in Importance 
  at Bar Association Banquet. 
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[newspaper clipping continued:] 
Tired, disgusted and disheartened 
in an effort to bring organization 
to Alaska, to separate the ju- 
diciary from the executive department 
and to grant to Alaskans a modicum 
of self-government, Federal Judge James 
Wickersham last night appealed to the 
bar of the State of Washington for as- 
sistance.  Set down on the program to 
succeed Judge R. A. Ballinger in re- 
sponse to the toast, “The Law, the Land 
and the Home,” Judge Wickersham 
plunged boldly into a recital of Alaskan 
wrongs, and for the first time since he 
has been on the bench in Alaska struck 
back at the Congress which has ignored 
his reappointment and demanded that 
Alaska be considered. 
  Judge Wickersham is a picturesque 
figure of Pacific Coast legal evolution. 
A pioneer lawyer, territorial judge, re- 
form municipal official, legislator and 
Alaskan pathfinder he talked to the State 
Bar Association without embellishment 
and without equivocation.  For three or 
four years he has been fighting from 

session to session of Congress for a 
confirmation of his reappointment and 
he is now preparing to go into the in- 
terior of Alaska to remain there during 
the winter.  What Congress does or does 
not do will not affect him and the speech 
he delivered last night was a defiant 
challenge to politicians.  It was distinct- 
ly the sensation of another wise prosaic 
banquet, relieved only by the enthusiasm 
with which favored speakers were  re- 
ceived.  In comparison with the sledge 
hammer ultimatum of Judge Wicker- 
sham, the speech of Vice-President Fair- 
banks partook of secondary importance. 
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[newspaper clipping continued:] 
  “If my career at the bar were to end 
with the achievements and results of 
this week’s work,” said retiring Presi- 
dent E. C. Hughes, of the State Bar 
Association, “I would be quite content.” 
Then in turn he lauded Judge Wicker- 
sham.  Chief Justices James F. Ailshie 
of Idaho and Hiram E. Hadley of 
Washington, Justices Root and Crow 
of the state supreme bench, who at- 
tended the association’s meeting; Fed- 
eral Judge Edward Whitson, Secretary 
James R. Garfield of the interior de- 
partment and Vice-President C. W. 
Fairbanks.   He introduced Judge 
Thomas Burke, who acted as toastmast- 
er and who was received by the State 
Bar with every mark of enthusiasm. 
  Judge Wickersham was the first 
speaker before the banqueters.  “I 
want to request the assistance of the 
lawyers of the State of Washington to 
remedy a system of government insuf- 
fient and unsatisfactory to the people 
of Alaska,”  boldly asked Judge Wicker- 
sham.  “I know that it is a bad govern- 
ment and that it is resented by Amer- 
ican citizens.  What we want to do is 
to reach the senators and the represen- 
tatives of the State of Washington. 
Will you help us?  Will you help us 
get a government for, by and of the 
people of Alaska. 
  “When I went to the North there was 
no court house; there were no records, 
no jails, nothing.  There was merely a 
broad expanse of territory and the only 
thing between Alaska and Siberia that 
looked like a semblance of government 
was the commission I bore signed by 
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President McKinley.  I began up there 
with only the assurance of the govern- 
ment at Washington that they would 
support every good thing I did.” 
  Judge Wickersham recounted the dif- 
ficulty of locating centers of popula- 
tion to appoint commissioners of the 
court.  Incidentally, he spoke of Fair- 
banks and a voice suggested the Vice- 
President.   “Fairbanks, Alaska, like 
Fairbanks of Indiana, is pure gold,” re- 
torted Judge Wickersham.  Then he re- 
verted to Alaska affairs: 
  “The governor of Alaska has no pow- 
er.  He is a mere figurehead.  He has 
authority to appoint his own secretary, 
to name notaries public and to make 
reports to the President and there his 
authority ends.  He is sworn to see that 
the laws are enforced, but if they are 
not he has no authority to enforce them. 
All he can do is to report to Washing- 
ton. 
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[newspaper clipping continued:] 
AID FOR THE 
    NORTH 
   Judges Have All Power 
  “The judges in Alaska have all the 
power.  They grant liquor licenses and 
inquire into the character of the men 
who receive them.  They lay out all 
commissioner districts, appoint all 
justices of the peace and other of- 
ficers in that country.  It is a wrong 
system and never should have been al- 
lowed.” 
  “Tell Roosevelt about it,” cried a 
voice from the audience. 
  “Roosevelt knows all about it and 
what I want is to inform the representa- 
tives of this state about it.  The people 
of Washington and especially the people 
of Seattle do not realize conditions in 
Alaska.  You talk about your trade 
with the Orient when there is, compara- 
tively, not a dollar’s worth of original 
trade from Seattle to the Orient.  With 
us you have a trade amounting to 
$20,000,000 a year.  We have more coal 
than Pennsylvania; more gold than Cali- 
fornia, more tin than Wales, more fish 
than all the rest of the world combined. 
All this trade is tributary to the city 
of Seattle and I want to say to the 
people of Eastern Washington that we 
are buying you wheat and eating you 

flour, too.  Won’t you help us?  As a 
judge in that country I want to be rid 
of the duties of governor.  I want to 
be free from politics.” 
  A moment later Governor Mead re- 
marked in response to his toast that the 
woes of Judge Wickersham differed from 
his own.  Unlike Judge Wickersham, 
he said he like the work of governor 
and in fact was delighted with it.  He 
lauded President Hughes of the bar as- 
asociation and the fraternity in general. 
  Vice-President Fairbanks, introduced 
by Toastmaster Burke as a man “whose 
career bids fair to be crowned by the 
very highest office in the land,” paid 
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[newspaper clipping continued:] 
an eloquent tribute to the American 
government and the American bar.  A 
felicitous remark from the banquet ta- 
bles on the Christian Endeavor Conven- 
tion gave the Vice-President opportun- 
ity for retort that in the simultaneous 
meeting of the national convention of 
Christian Endeavorers and the State 
Bar Association he saw a special pro- 
vidence and expressed the hope that the 
Endeavorers who had conquered in for- 
eign lands might be able to exert an 
influence upon the membership of the 
State Bar Association. 
 Vice-President Speaks. 
  “Our Country and Its Lawmakers” 
was the toast assigned to the Vice- 
President and he took a leaf from his 
own experience to discuss the tribula- 
tions of the lawmakers.  He declared 
the lawmakers were unable to satisfy 
their constituents no matter what they 
did and added “even the supervising 
architect of the universe cannot satisfy 
all.”  Then of the lawmakers he added: 
“He must satisfy one man out of the 
85,000,000 in this country.  If he will 
follow the dictates of an upright pur- 
pose and the righteousness of his own 
conscience he will satisfy himself.  I 
have found in my own experience that 
if he does satisfy himself he will ulti- 
mately satisfy everybody.” 
  The Vice-President paid a glowing 
tribute to the legal profession, holding 
that tributes paid to the American con- 
stitution and form of government were 
in effect tributes to the legal profes- 
sion.  He congratulated this state upon 
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the selection of its congressional dele- 
gation. 
  United States Senator S. H. Piles 
was a late speaker at the banquet, in- 
formally discussing the work of the 
delegation and congratulating the bar 
upon its success. 
  Judge Burke then introduced James F. 
Ailshie, chief justice of the supreme 
court of Idaho.  In his introductory re- 
marks Judge Burke praised in the high- 
est terms the people and the bench of 
Boise, Idaho, for their actions in the 
famous case of the State against Hay- 
wood, charged with the murder of Gov. 
Steunenberg.  He dwelt on the trial to 
considerable extent and eulogized Judge 
E. C. Wood, who is trying the case.” 
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 -14 - 
We  - Debbie & I – went to Buckley 
on the early morning train to see 
Mother – She is well – strong & just 
as healthy as I ever saw her.  The 
home place looks fine – Harry is 
well as ever, and everything is good. 
Aunt Hixey died July 1, and Uncle 
Jimmy is grieving – he seems lost 
& wants to leave Buckley though 
he has a good home & friends here. 
 -15- 
The large Queen Anne cherry tree 
is loaded with fine fruit – the 
strawberries are not all gone & 
chicken – fried chicken is ripe! 
Charlie Hanson & Jen. came 
down & we went up to visit them. 
 -16th- 
Went from Buckley on the early 
morning train to Seattle & took my 
Indian curios to Tacoma – to the 
Ferry Museum – also took my 
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years accumulation of rare books 
from Reids office to the home library 
The Davis are keeping the place 
in good condition, but it makes 
me unhappy to go into my library 
& see the book cases filled to burst 
=ing with my treasures & locked 
& bolted!  We go over to Bremerton 
tomorrow – Dinner with Uncle 
Tom & Aunt Kate.  Staid at 
Donnelly Hotel – 
 -17- 
Bremerton to see Darrell 
He is on “Nebraska” – first class 
battle ship, & is in bed with the 

result of youthful indiscretion! 
Too much of a good time! 
 -18- 
Seattle – ready to go to Alaska. 
Closing up Katalla Ry case, 
with attorneys &c.  Left for 
Valdez at 9:30 
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 -18th- 
At sea  sea sick 
damn the  sea! 
sea sick  Oh Lord – 
Dying  Dead 
Damn it  Foggy 
Kayak Is.  Can sit up! 
& eat.   Think I may live. 
 -24th- 
We reached Katalla harbor on 
yesterday morning – but the 
storm & rain kept the barges 
away & we did not get ashore 
until this forenoon.  Several 
of us – Capt. Schage – with us 
went on shore – about a mile 
of Copper Riv. Road built & 
breakwater begun.  Katalla 
is just emerging from the woods 
& mud.  Bad harbor – but.? 
Fine day & got away toward 
Valdes in late afternoon - 

Diary 12,  1907 
july25and26and27 

 -25- 
Reached Valdes this morning. 
Everything here is quiet & orderly 
- nothing new around courthouse.  
Not much business in sight – but may be 
enough.  Appointed J. L. Gavigan 
{Robert Ferguson} jury 
commissioner & ordered trial jury for 
July 31, & grand jury for August. 5. 
 -26- 
Answering correspondence – 
Miss Josephine Derringer is 
doing work for me in absence of 
George.  Was invited to dance at the 
McKinley Hall last night – attended 
for a short time & renewed my social 
acquaintance with a lot of people. 
Tonight had invitation to party at 
Mrs. Shouses – Crandalls, Cantwells 
Scotts, &c present. 
 -27- 
Letter to Debbie – “Portland” due 
Andrew Holman just showed me telegram 
saying that the first steamer on the Copper river 
had just arrived at Copper Center.  Name 
of  Steamer 
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 -29- 
Court met in Special Session 
Nothing much to do before Wednesday 
when the jury will report.  “Saratoga” 
came in on return trip to Seattle. 
 -30- 
The lady reporter whom I now have 
employed for this short term is stout – 
plump, 25 – fine looking, & affectionate. 
I removed her desk & typewriter down 
to the second room of the Dist. Atty. office 
today, since I am greatly irritated by a 
complaisance which I am too damn badly 
scared to return.  One’s hair & other things 
cant both stand at the same moment 
with any satisfaction:  I never 
have had a woman around before & I 
never will gain.  Mrs. President Mad 
=ison once asked an Indian chief what he 
wanted with 3 wives – his reply cant 
be improved upon – but the judges 
rooms are not for that sort of amusement. 
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Cap. Anderson acquitted by the jury 
at Fairbanks yesterday.  I hope 
he will now understand that false 
charges, even, are uncomfortable & 
damaging – but he wont – he has 
no sense or judgment. 
 -31- 
Raining – raining – the sun has 
not appeared since I’ve been in 
Valdes – nothing but rain.  The 
trial jury called this morning and 
“Yucatan” came in : Mr. Perry on 
board – letter from Debbie who seems 
to be well & happy – newspapers, &c. 
 August 1st 
Beautiful sunny day, first since 
I came to Valdes.  Harry Elliott, 
& party came on Yucatan to visit the 
Hubbard-Elliott mines.  E. C. Hughes 
lawyer from Seattle & others.  Signed 
findings & decree in Hubbard Elliott case. 
Embezzlement case against Graff 
tried today  - Verdict – not guilty. 
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[newspaper clipping “Table of Distances”  
lists 41 locations between Valdez and  
Fairbanks with distances in miles] 
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 August 1st, 1907. 
     The Chamber of Commerce and 
lawyers of Seward made application 
to me in the spring to hold court at 
Seward & to appoint a deputy clerk 
there.  I forwarded the matter to the 
Atty. Genl. and when I reached Valdes 
a week ago I received a letter from 
the Atty. Genl. approving the matter 
& fixing the clerks salary at $100. per mo. 
The following telegraphic correspond 
-ence then took place with Stier: 
      “Valdes, July 31, 1907.” 
 Stier, Clerk District Court 
 Fairbanks, Alaska 
Department approves appointment 
deputy clerk Seward.  Salary one 
hundred dollars per month. 
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     Desire you to appoint Myra H. Cox, 
daughter Commissioner Howlett.  Telegra 
=ph me your approval to take effect 
August first and also telegraph instruct 
-ions to her about her oath and bond. 
 “James Wickersham, District Judge.” 
Answer: 
 “Fairbanks, Alaska, July 31, 1907. 
James Wickersham, District Judge, 
  Valdes, Alaska. 
I do not see that I need a deputy clerk 
at Seward.  I  have trouble enough now 
without complicating things by the appoint 
=ment you ask.  I prefer to let things 
be as they are.  There is no need of a 
deputy clerk at Seward.  Will have 
no woman connected with my office. 
“  Stier, Clerk. 
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Reply 
 “Valdes, Alaska, July 31, 1907. 
“Edward J. Stier, Clerk district Court, 
  Fairbanks, Alaska. 
Your telegram refusing to appoint a 

deputy clerk at Seward received. 
If you will not assist the judge of this 
court, who has long confided in your 
loyalty, in the establishment of the 
necessary aids to the administra 
=tion of justice in this district you 
should resign.  My judgment 
must prevail in the matter of the necessity 
for the appointment at Seward and 
you must act as requested or 
resign.  Answer promptly. 
“ “James Wickersham 
  District Judge. 
To this peremptory demand 
I received the following: 

Diary 13,  1907 
august01dand02a 

“Fairbanks, Alaska. August 1st, 1907. 
“James Wickersham, District Judge 
  Valdez, Alaska. 
Have done as you requested – app 
=ointed Myra A. Cox a deputy clerk 
to reside at Seward.  Have notified 
her about bond and oath.  Henderson 
leaves here on Sixth of this month 
for short vacation and will report 
at Valdes on the first of October. 
“ “Stier, Clerk. 
And here endeth a lesson to a 
good clerk who has grown arrogant 
through kindness. 
 -2nd- 
Nothing in court of importance 
No jury cases ready till next week. 
Telegram from Fairbanks saying 
that Perovich had been repreived 
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until next February!  I 
suppose Gov. Hoggatt did it – he 
has been in Fairbanks for a week or 
so.  It’s a case of mistaken clemency. 
for Perovichs {act of} murder was cold-blooded 
- secret – at night – for money!! 
 -3rd- 
Nothing in court – raining. 
“Bertha {Yucatan}” is in harbor from Seattle Seward. 
 -4th- 
Sunday – sunny day. 
It was the “Yucatan” came in last 
evening – but the Bertha is 
in today.  Had a bath and 
a big sleep today.  Also 
assisted Scott, Dep. Dist. Atty. 
in concluding some Katalla 
criminal business for tomorrow. 
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 -5- 
Grand jury called – instructed – 
Dr. Boyle appointed Foreman. 
Trial civil case Graff v Butler. 
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“Yucatan” goes out south at midnight 
Mr Perry & two insane prisoners 
& guards go 
 -6- 
Decided Graff v Butler for deft. 
Beautiful day – nothing in court. 
 -7- 
Indictments returned today 
Spicer,     Assault with int. comt. Rape. 
3. Carbans      “        “     “    to kill 
Hugh Murray “   & Battery 
Beautiful day- Court work 
running slow – but the glacier 
streams high & ugly - 
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 -8th- 
Raining – Lee Van Slyke here 
from Cordova.  Reports things 
there looking good, & probability of 
the Ry. coming in there from Katalla. 
Bought 1/9 inteest in 37 acres 
of land on water front at New town 
- west of Valdes : John Lyons, Geo. 
Baldwin own the other parts. 
Have been half sick for three days 
- but feel better this morning 
- too much cigars & coffee. 
Telegram from Stier, clerk, Fairbanks  
saying that case of Nelson & Hensley v 
Meehan & Larson was settled & dismissed 
Also one from Judge Gunnison asking 
if he might establish new Comr. 
precinct at Hot Springs for Manley; 
I answered to put it off till I 
reached there in September!! 

Diary 13,  1907 
august08band09 

Snowing on mountain tops in 
plain sight – here in the valley 
its warm and comfortable. 
Trial jury case = U.S. v Spicer. 
Assault with intent to rape Maude Roe – 
= verdict:  “Guilty.” 
 -9th- 
Reynolds & Gov. Brady, of the 
Reynolds Development Co. took a 
boat load of people to their mines 
on La Touche Island – Reynolds 
insisted on my going but I could 
not – it is a complimentary – 
advertising scheme for their 
mine & I decline to be used 
for stock selling purposes. 
Trial U.S. v Hugh Murray for 
assault  & Battery – “Not guilty.” 
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 10- 
Grand jury at work: continued 
civil case “3 Man. Min Co v Murray” 
till next term.  Mr.       Mullan, 

a prominent lawyer from Salem, 
Ohio, is here & has visited the court 
several days & today Ostrander & he 
came & he tells me he will make a 
personal report of conditions here 
to the Ohio Senators & personally 
urge them to assist in my confirmation 
“Bertha” back from Reynolds excursion 
- Reynolds came to see me – he 
is highly complimentary & says Gov. 
Brady is now my friend & will do all he 
can to secure my confirmation?  Reynolds 
& his company have bought the Keystone 
Wharf – the Sawmill &c. &c. and now 
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at 9.p.m. they have a Mass Meeting 
in McKinley Hall & I just heard him 
shout to the delighted Valdesians that 
his electric Ry. to the Summit up Lowe 
river would be built “before the snow flies.” 
I am careful to keep away from the  
scheme – their meetings or any entangling 
alliance!  for I am informed that 
they have been paying dividends on 
their stock out of subscriptions! 
I can hear the swelling applause 
of the mass meeting over in the Hall 
as Reynolds & Gov. Brady give 
vent to abuse of the “Trusts” & 
plead for support to the “Alaska 
Home Railroad Co”! 
Grand jury still at work. 
Beautiful day. 
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 -11th- 
Sunday.  The town is feverish this 
morning with the effect of last nights 
“railroad-promoter-get-rich-quick” 
“knock-out-the-trusts-while-theyre-waiting”. 
meeting.  The meeting was a most 
skillful game to get the citizens of 
the town bound to the Reynolds-Brady 
scheme, and it succeeded to the 
amount of nearly 100,000 dollars 
subscription.  Reynolds and Brady 
made promoting speeches – and they 
had “cappies” prepared to begin 
the subscriptions – for instance 
they bought the Keystone wharf for 
$6000, but the price was made 
$7000 & Lathrop took a $1000 
subscription & I presume many 
others were on the same basis. 

Diary 13,  1907 
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People are out staking lots 
this morning, and the “Rosy Dawn” 
is just dawning.  However, it is 
an interesting proposition.  Reynolds 
& his company have just purchased 
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the Alaska Steamship Co – the “Portland” 
“Bertha”, “Jeanie” &c. and have declared 
rate war on the Northwestern Co. and 
now this Ry. project is launched just 
at a time when Hawkins is expected 
here to change the Northwestern Ry. 
back from Katalla to Valdez. – The 
N.W.  people admit the Katalla ter 
-minal to be error after spending 
nearly half a million dollars on it 
& when they turn back to look at their 
old Valdez project, Reynolds jumps 
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in with his scheme, and binds 
the business men in 3 year rate 
contracts, takes possession of 
stragetic points, gathers a large 
popular subscription, and  
is in possession of much that 
is vital & will cost the N.W. large 
amounts o f money if they attempt 
to dislodge him: 
To the scheme last night 
Hemple subscribed $5,000. 
Snyder           “      2,500. 
Levy & Co    “      2,500. 
Lathrop         “      1,000. 
Hubbard        “      1,000 
&c. &c. &c 
They presented a franchise to the town 
for a 99 year right of way &c. agreeing 
to protect the town from the inroads 
of the glacial stream for that time 
as a consideration therefor!! Foxy! 
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I have’nt seen the franchise yet 
but I presume that its exclusive & 
for 99 yrs. & leaves nothing out that 
Reynolds wants.  Reynolds has 
also bought ½ interest in the “Prospector” 
and will install a first class newspaper 
plant – so he told me.  They have 
their newspaper people with them, 
and they have certainly gone to shouting 
“before the snow flies”. 
Gov. Brady opened the Mass Meeting 
last night by reading from the Bible! 
the story from Nehemiah about the 
valiant young man who gathered 
a few resolute souls a round him 
& rebuilt the walls of Jerusalem 
- & then took Reynolds for the young 
and ardent soul who now intended 
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to rebuild the wall of protection 
from the Trusts – the Morgan-Gug 
genheimer bad men who are threatening 
to capture Alaska by building a 
railroad for the purpose of hauling 

the Bonanza copper mines output 
to the coast!!  Both of them denounced 
the “Trusts” in the name of the Bible 
and the People, yet only a few 
hours before the meeting, they had 
both signed an iron clad trust 
contract for joint & high rates between 
their Keystone & the Lathrop wharves. 
The whole “revival” meeting is so 
ludicrous & funny to one who is 
able to stand aside & look on 
- but the gullibles flocked to their 
“mouners[?] bench” with subscriptions. 
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 -12th- 
The commissioners jury of six doctors 
called on Saturday to determine the 
sanity of “Joe Carbone” – an Italian 
accused by three indictments of cutting 
with intent to kill – found him sane. 
- the remarkable feature of the verdict 
being that Six Doctors should agree!! 
Now, however, we must try him & he 
is a shrieking jumping Italian 
of the Mafia or Black Hand class. 
     Steamer “Santa Clara” coming 
up the harbor:  Later:  Mail:  letter 
from Debbie and also mail from 
Fairbanks.  Nothing important 
except that Clum – “Major” Clum – 
is candidate for Congress against 
Cale. 
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 -13th- 
Two important criminal cases 
today U.S. v Eagan, forgery, guilty, 
& U.S. v Carbone, assaulting officer 
in jail & stabbing – guilty. 
     The Alaska Home Railroad is 
really at work & Reynolds has the 
town interested.  He will probably 
get the road out to the Canyon this 
fall – but? 
     Telegraphed & asked Judge Gunnison 
if he wished to remain in Fairbanks 
this winter – he said “No.”  Also 
telegraphed the Atty. Genl. situation 
& asked to transfer Jap. poachers 
cases to Juneau – they wont get 
here before 25th & I must go by 
that time to get to Fairbanks 
before the freeze up. 
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 -14- 
     Telegram from Ray, Asst. Dist. 
Atty. from Seward {to Lathrop, Dep. Marshal} 
saying that he 
had just arrived there on the Revenue 
Cutter “Manning” with 63 Japanese 
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poachers on the Seal Islands & 
would reach Valdes tomorrow: 
I at once telegraphed Atty. Genl. 
 “Valdes, Alaska, August 14, 1907. 
“The Attorney General, Washington  D.C. 
“Revenue Cutter Manning will reach 
“here tomorrow with sixty three Japanese 
“seal poachers for tiral.  This early 
“arrival gives me time to hear cases. 
“The grand and trial jury in session 
“now.  Has department special instructions 
“to give.  James Wickersham 
“  District Judge.” 
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 -15- 
Court work small – waiting 
for witnesses on Saratoga, and the 
“Manning” with Jap. poachers- 
Dinner with Mrs. Geo. Esterly – 
present Capt & Mrs Hemlich, 
Lt. & Mrs. Shuman, Mrs. Hazlett 
Mr. Sam. Blum, & I : after diner 
we went to Ladies Evening 500. 
Club at the Tilacum Club. 
     About Midnight The 
Manning came in – Capt. 
Cantwell. comdg:  63 Japs. 
 -16- 
Jap. cases before Grand 
Jury.  “Manning” & officers 
have to remain here for trial 
so it will have to be pushed 
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     Another case against Carbone 
tried today – Verdict: Guilty. 
Dist. Attys. busy trying to get indictment 
against the Jap. poachers, who are 
now in custody of Marshal. 
     Created Iliamna Precinct 
today & appointed T. F. McLean 
Commissioner. 
“Saratoga” in – no letter from 
Debbie. 
     Capt. Cantwell of “Manning” 
was captain of the “Nunivak,” and 
I visited him & his boat in the mouth 
of Dall river, above Rampart 
in Feb. & Mch. 1901. 
     Reynolds seems to be crazy! 
He is either an unappreciated genius 
or an ass – he is paying three prices 
for property – and buying recklessly. 
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 -18- 
Grand jury returned two indictments 
- one against each crew of the two 
Japanese seal poachers on St Paul 
Island.  Appointed Henry Fukanga, 
Jap. interpreter, also Ostrander, Leedy, 

& Ritchie, attorneys to defend them. 
Arraigned them, overruled motion to quash 
indictment - & empanelled jury in 
case No 106, against the “Kiawa” crew. 
Trial will proceed Monday. 
 -19th- 
Sunday – Prepared instructions 
in writing in Japanese cases – 
in doubt on one point – viz: the 
Japanese sealing vessel & part of 
crew remained outside 3 mile 
limit – but boats crews came 
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within & killed seals – Query: 
Has the court – the U.S – jurisdiction 
to try & punish the crew that 
aided & abetted from the open 
ocean outside our territorial 
limit?  I have instructed the 
jury that such jurisdiction exists 
- but I am in some doubt. 
     Reynolds is exhibiting signs 
of greater genius or ranker insanity 
in his “plunging” in real estate & 
other schemes here.  The town is 
greatly excited in a speculative 
way - & the end in not yet. 
 -19- 
Trial U.S. v Kadota & 33 other 
Jap. seal poachers before jury. 
Grand jury returned indictment 
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against “Big Mike” Sullivan 
& others for riot at the crossing 
of the Railroads at Katalla. 
Jury found three men of the 
Kadota crew – guilty. 
 -20th- 
Verdict of guilty in the Kadota 
matter of 3 men this morning 
after all night session of jury. 
Trial of the other crew today. 
- Watanuki & 28 others –  
Busy closing up term – think 
I can get away on “Saratoga” 
 -21st- 
The jury in the Watanuki Jap 
case out all night – this 
morning I instructed them 
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to compromise & render a 
verdict if possible & in an 
hour they agreed – found Capt. 
Watanuki & two boats crews 
“guilty” – 7 men in all, & 
3 in Kadota crew. 
Sentenced prisoners today 
Carbone – 2 cases – 10 yrs – 
Eagan, forgery – 10 yrs. 
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Spicer, assault with intent to rape 
a “wild cat” girl – one year.  I 
felt strongly for Spicer.  He was 
a soldier – 2nd Oregon, Co. G. 
& has a fine war record – the 
girl is a nasty little cat - & 
still I could not do less than 
1 yr. it was the minimum 
Also sentenced the Japs - 
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Fined 3 men of the Kadota 
crew $300. each -   $900. 
Capt. Watanuk -       500 
6 members of Watanuki crew 
$200 each     1200. 
    $2600 
Signed a lot of Saloon licenses 
= but refused Kid Browns appli 
=cation for “dance hall” in the 
McKinley Hall – I called “kid”, 
& the dance Hall men in the office 
& notified them that women in 
saloons must be stopped – 
Lathrop, Dep. Marshal & Scott, 
Asst. Atty. present. 
     Organized the Prince William 
Sound Com. Precinct & appt. 
S. A. Crandall, Commissioner 
to take effect Oct. 1. 
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All the business of the court 
was concluded – I leave 
with a good feeling behind. 
- Even the “Prospector” said 
something nice about the 
report of the Grand Jury in favor 
of my confirmation. 
     Reynolds, made me a written 
offer this afternoon to employ 
me as Genl. Counsel, at a 
salary of $12,000. a year 
& an interest in the schemes. 
He makes the offer to be good 
for 6 months & intends to 
work for my confirmation 
     Leave Valdez at midnight 
on the “Saratoga” 
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 - 22nd – 
Reynolds is on the Saratoga 
going to Seattle on a flying trip 
- & I will probably have to 
talk with him about his offer 
& his Valdes scheme of Railroad 
&c.  I will not consider any 
offer of employment from him 
or anyone else until I am 
confirmed – or resign. 
I do not yet understand Rey 

nolds, or his scheme.  He 
has paid out more than $200,000. 
in cash in Valdes in the last 10  
days – Within three days he 
has bought out A. L. Levy & Co 
& S. A. Hemple & Co. both bankers 
& merchants – He paid Levy 
& Co. $50,000. cash on act. 
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& Hemple a like amount 
& is to pay the balance in 60 
days – the bal. will amount 
to $300,000.   He has bought 
$100,000. with of real estate 
& is building railroad & rebuilding 
wharves, &c. lavishly.  All this 
occurring in a town which 
was without hope & dead only 
10 days ago has created great 
excitement & fills me with 
curiosity as to the source and 
limit of the means of this 
Alaskan Monte Cristo.  Is he 
plunging? or is it a well 
laid plan to do big things 
from a plenteous treasury? 
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We ran into Land Lock Bay 
early this morning and are lying 
at a small new wharf loading 
copper ore which comes down 
from a new mine half a mile 
above us – on the mountain 
wall – by wire cable which 
ascends at a 45º angle. 
It is Joe Bourke & Steeles 
mine.   Capt. OBrien & I 
were invited up to the house 
& took lunch with Mr & Mrs. 
Steele & the baby – a 10 mo. 
old, fat, happy baby boy. 
Raining & we will get out 
about dark with enough  
copper on to well ballast 
our ship – Raining!! 
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Judge Thompson from 
Danville, Ill. is on board. 
He has been into the Matanuski 
Coal Fields – is not enthusiastic 
     Judge Adelbert P. Rich. 
of the Supreme bench of New York 
- from Brooklyn – was in 
Valdes this week.  He brought 
me letters from Judge Hazel 
U.S. Dist. Judge, Buffalo, N.Y 
& Congressman Sereno Payne., 
asking me to assist him &c. 
He & his wife took lunch with me 
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He was here to inspect a copper 
prospect about 12 miles up 
Lowe River – nearly opposite 
Camp Comfort – I assisted 
in getting him a guide, &c. 
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 -23- 
Arrived in Katalla early 
this morning. “Yucatan” & 
“Jeanie” anchored off the 
point.  Reynolds & his agents 
are here gathering up men 
- snatching them from the 
other roads.  The Jeanie 
will take 250 or more of them 
to Valdes.      Dick. Ryan got 
aboard here.  Hawkins 
is still here – but goes to Valdes 
soon.  Morrison of the 
Bruner road goes with us to 
Seattle.  Under way to sea 
at 12. noon.  Mr. Harlan 
is on “Yucatan” – going to Valdes 
to try the Jap cases!! 
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 1907 
     August 24th 
My 50th Birthday 
A beautiful day – and 
not sea sick – but I am 
never comfortable at sea. 
 25- 
E. C. Hughes, lawyer, of Seattle 
is aboard – this is his 52nd birthday 
Beautiful day – strong fair – 
north-wind & we are making good 
time.  Passing along a few miles 
off Queen Charlottes Island. 
     Reynolds is a bright, virile, 
fellow, with some good ideas 
& large ones too, but in some 
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things he is very ordinary 
& exhibits poor judgment. 
In his attempts to organize the 
industries of Valdes has entered 
into a dance-hall scheme with 
“Kid” Brown - & proposes to aid 
a vaudeville scheme organized 
by himself & the “Kid.”  But more 
reckless than this attempt join 
“hookshops” & dance halls to his 
legitimate schemes is his 
open flaunting of “Johnnie” 
or Myrtle Eaton – a “prostituting 
fairy” – a graduate from the Horse 
Shoe Dance Hall – and who now 
offers fancy millinery as her 
mask for more respectable (?) 

prostitution.  She is with 
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Reynolds – he seats her at 
his elbow at the dining room 
tables, talks with her confiden 
=tially & publicly & their affair 
ois so bold, open, defiant & foolish 
as to call forth much adverse 
criticism.  He is easy – for 
she is a cheap flower – and 
lacks both style & sense. 
Poot, his hotel manager, Crary 
his newspaper manager 
{Quinn, his electric manager,} and 
other heads of his various depart 
=ments re on board – and are 
all – even Kid Brown is – 
disgusted with the cheapness 
and commonness of his 
vices – It is even too poor & cheap 
to attract those who would excuse 
a fair display of vice. 
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     Queen Charlottes Islands- 
we’ve coasted 10 miles or less  
{off shore} along 
‘em all day.  They’re mountainous – 
and with few harbors next the Ocean. 
Timbered – craggy - & rough. 
 -26th – 
Off north end of Vancouver Is- 
Another fine day – wind blows 
from the north – clear – and the 
feeling that – 
“The melancholy days have come 
The saddest of the year 
With waiting winds & naked woods 
And Meadows brown & sear.” 
The first day of fall – and a fine 
one – but it makes one feel one 
=some.  The longer I stay in  
Alaska - the more I feel that 
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I am falling forever away from 
my home and friends.  There 
is the usual betting on the hour 
of our arrival in Seattle, in which 
I do not join.  Have met old 
“Cal. Huddleston” – miner, 
plainsman, hunter and simple 
life enjoyer, from the Yentna 
- under the shadow of Mt. McKinly. 
Also C. F. Yeaton of Sunrise, 
70. years old, pioneer: both these 
old men are going out with a 
small fortune to rest the balance 
of their days in peace, - hale 
hearty, strong 7 courageous.  
Reynolds & Miss Eaton are 
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now spoken of as “Reynolds 
& his maid.” “Love is blind 
but the neighbors are not.” 

Diary 13,  1907 
august27and28and
29 

 -27- 
In the Straits of de Fuca 
this morning at 6 a.m. 
Quiet gentle, placid, sun 
=shine, green fields & comfort. 
It costs to be a pioneer or 
empire building judge! 
 
Arrived in Seattle at 5 oclock 
found Debbie at Rainer 
-Grand Hotel – Darrell O.K. 
 -28- 
Still in Seattle – nothing 
doing.  Perrys here – No 
news of interest. 
 -29- 
Debbie went with Darrell 
over to Bremerton – will bring 
her trunk &c.  Bishop Rowe came 
in from Nome on the “Puebla” today 
he took lunch with me. 
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 -30- 
Went to Tacoma – looked 
after my taxes, &c.  Tacoma 
does not keep pace with 
Seattle – its a slow, sleepy 
place – but I love it just 
the same. 
 -31- 
In Seattle -  Perrys go 
north tonight on the Dolphin. 
Debbie & I each bought a 
warm fur coat for winter. 
Henderson, dept. clerk is 
here & gave me news from 
Fairbanks – nothing of  
any importance. 
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 Sept. 1. 
Dinner with Capt. & Mrs. Jar 
=vis.  “Buster”, “Billie” & Anna. 
Greatly enjoyed my visit – Jarvis 
Boys are fine manly fellows. 
 Sept. 2. 
Went over to Tacoma.  Debbie 
& Darrell came & we took a 
carriage ride out to our Puy 
=allup valley land.  Went to 
the theater, and saw some of our 
Tacoma friends.  Donnelly Hotel. 
 Sept. 3. 
Back to Seattle, packed &c.  The 
“Northwestern” came in from home 
- Gov. Hoggatt came – he is cold 

& unfriendly & he and Shackleford 
are trying to fill Jarvis with 
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prejudice.  Bishop Rowe 
is here – Dean Stuck & Mr. 
Jenkins, episcopal minister at 
Ketchikan, ditto. 
     Took the SS “Humboldt” 
Capt. Baughman tonight for 
Juneau & Alaska. 
 -4th- 
Gulf of Georgia – beautiful day. 
     Took sick this evening 
- severe chill – high fever. 
 -5- 
Very sick today – taking 
quinine – seems to be an 
attack of malaria. 
 - 6 
Ketchikan – am much 
better today. 
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 -7- 
Reached Juneau at 4 oclock 
& went to courthouse – called 
court.  Settled several bills of 
exception on appeals &c. &c. 
Worked till midnight – got 
everything done for the lawyers 
but the clerks records could 
not be written – so Page  
& Fox, deputy, came with 
us for Skagway. 
 -8th – 
Ft. Seward for an hour, arrived 
at Skagway in evening and 
went to the “5th Avenue Hotel.” 
Kept by Charlie Runner & 
Miss Burke.  Am now 
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Am now – 
preparing my letter of  
resignation directed to the 
President. 
Sick tonight & called in 
Dr. Braun, - he has washed  
me out with salt water & 
hopes Ill be all right tomorrow. 
 -9th- 
Skagway to White Horse. 
Beautiful sunny day – 
fall weather – fine trip. 
 -10- 
Our boat will not go out 
till late tonight = this forenoon 
I spent in preparing my 
formal letter of resignation 
- which I have finally agreed 
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september10b talked it over constantly 

since leaving Seattle – I 
tried to get her to remain 
in Seattle, agreeing to resign 
& come out from Fairbanks in 
February – I must go in 
there to collect moneys & arrange 
my business affairs – but she 
preferred to go in with me & 
come out, if necessary, in March 
over the snow. – So I am now 
preparing my letter of resignation 
with her assistance. 
     I am determined to quit – 
I only fear the President 
may not understand it 
as I want him to. 
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My letter of resignation reads 
as follows: 
     “Juneau Alaska Sept. 7, 1907 
Theodore Roosevelt:  President of the 
United States.  Washington, D.C. 
Sir:  I wish to resign the office 
of District Judge of Alaska, to which 
you have so frequently appointed me. 
Several things make it desirable 
to do so at this time besides the 
fact that I am a poor man and 
now have a reasonable and proper 
opportunity to re-enter the law practice 
with a fair prospect of accumulating 
a small competence before opportunity 
fails or old age overtakes me. 
     The first of these is that it seems 
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hopeless to expect those senators 
who have opposed my confirmation 
to ever cease to do so. 
     At a recent term of court held 
by me at Juneau, Alaska, upon 
special request of the Attorney General 
I had the misfortune to decide an 
important cause involving the 
career of a young lawyer in a 
way contrary to Governor Hoggatts 
views.  Thereupon the Governor 
withdrew his friendship, which I 
had highly valued, and criticised 
me so that his loss of confidence 
became publicly known.  His 
view was both unjust and pre 
=sumptous, but his opposition 
and refusal to support the 
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court added greatly to my  
burden. 
I have greatly desired a 
confirmation by the Senate of your 

action in reappointing me as 
judge in this frontier district, but 
I now think it is vain to expect it. 
However, since you have approved 
my service by several recess 
re-appointments and have thus repeat 
=edly given your high endorsment 
thereto, and since the Senate would 
have confirmed by a large 
majority except for the rule of 
unanimous consent which per 
=mitted two Senators to prevent 
it, I shall bear this injustice 
with patience. 
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I do not wish to abandon my 
post, however, without your consent 
nor until you can supply my suc 
=cessor.  By repeatedly appointing 
one in the face of opposition you 
have assumed a responsibility 
that places me under such obligations 
that I do not wish my resignation 
accepted without it is entirely 
satisfactory to you. 
    Then, too, it will be some time 
before you can get my successor to 
Alaska, and I shall deem it a 
duty to keep court in active progress 
until you can do so.  My successor 
can come into Fairbanks via Valdes, 
at any time after January first 
1908, and could take the oath 
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of office at Valdes.  It is highly 
necessary to keep court open in 
that way. 
     I have the honor, therefore, 
to request that my resignation 
as district judge of Alaska, third 
division, be accepted to take 
effect not later than March 1st 
1908. 
 Respectfully, 
“ James Wickersham 
“ District Judge, Alaska 
Some other considerations 
appeared important enough to 
mention as grounds for my 
action – Debbies health 
and my inability to give her 
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attention in Alaska being 
an important one – but I  
concluded to base it only upon 
those mentioned.  George 
wrote the letter for me on a 
type writer borrowed from 
the White Pass Ry. & I sent 
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it in an envelope to Page, 
Clerk, Juneau, with instructions 
to put it in the Post Office 
- & the end of my political 
career was reached with{out} a 
pang of regret – with real 
genuine feeling of relief. 
I can now begin to organize 
my home – library – and 
my own private fortune. 

Diary 13,  1907 
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 -11th- 
We left Whitehorse this 
morning – rather about mid 
=night – on the Str. “Selkirk” 
Lake La Barge, 30 Mile, &c. 
Fine day and the most beautiful 
coloring I ever saw – The frosts 
have colored the leaves yellow 
-gold and red – the hills & mount 
=ains are thus showing the talent 
of the frost king for coloring – 
 -12- 
Minto – Selkirk - & the Pelly. 
As we go north it falls &  looks 
more and more like early winter. 
My dysentery is some better but 
I am far from over the attack. 
Debbie stands trip well - 

Diary 13,  1907 
september13 

 -13 
Indian Red. at Breakfast 
25 miles from Dawson, which 
we’ll reach at 10 oclock. 
     Major Wood   
{Comdg. the N.W. M. Police} came with us 
from Whitehorse.  The major 
is tall – slender, clean shaven 
50, looks like a Sioux Indian 
& drinks “scotch whisky.” 
Capt. Fitz Horrigan, his aid, is 
rather portly, greyhaired, social, 
and looks and flirts like an 
Irishman – handsome  Mrs. 
Murphy, with little “Jack” her 
two year old son has not lacked 
for attention.  Arrived here 
just too late to catch the “Hannah” 
which left for down river yester 
day at noon. 
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 -14th 
Dysentery bad. 
     Poor old Dawson – she is 
on the down hill side of life – 
cabins uninhabited – going to 
decay – everything looks as if 
the town is utterly deserted. 
Dinner last evening with 

the Roedigers.  Nothing new. 
Jack. Robinson, Depty. Marshal 
from Eagle is here trying to extra 
=dite a deserting soldier 
from Eagle – for embezzlement. 
     Major Wood send Capt. Horrigan 
to show me a complaint which they 
had received from Thos. McGuire 
a British subject, complaining 
of sentence for petty larceny 
at Ft. Gibbon.  I promised to 
look into the facts when there 
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 -15- 
Sunday – cloudy & the first 
snow of the season – Remained 
around hotel all day – 
The Str “Dawson” came down 
from Whitehorse : Kellogg & wife 
Lynch, from Esther Creek & others 
for Fairbanks came on her. 
 -16- 
Nothing about boat from the 
lower river yet.  The N.A.T. & T. 
boat “Hamilton” is now due 
but not reported at Eagle. 
The launch “Eli” went down 
to Eagle on Saturday:  the Gillil 
=ands, Howard Turner & Jack 
Robinson went down on her. 

Diary 13,  1907 
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 -17- 
No boat for down river yet. 
Today called on U.S. Consul 
Coles, Gov. Hendreson, Judge 
Dugas, and on Messrs Perry 
& Thomas, managers for the 
Guggenheims – the great combine 
for dredging Eldorado, Bonanza 
& the Klondyke.  My dysentery 
is gradually getting well!! 
 -19- 
Steamboat!  The “Hamilton” 
passed Eagle at 9:30 this morning 
& will be in Dawson tomorrow 
- & will go back down the river 
on Saturday.  Dinner with 
Mr & Mrs. Finnie & “Dick” Jr. 
Beautiful day 

Diary 13,  1907 
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 -20th - 
Patiently waiting = Regina Hotel. 
Dinner with the Roedigers tonight 
They kept open house today 
“At Home” & Mrs. W  met many 
of the Dawson ladies. 
Roediger had telegram from 
Ward – “News” – Fairbanks saying 
that the Republicans held a 
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primary election at Fairbanks 
yesterday to elect delegates to the 
Republican Territorial Convention 
at Juneau in Nov  - Cale was 
endorsed against Clum. 
Taft won – and Casey Moran 
Ed. News. Challenged Dodge 
to vote on me – and that my 
friends also won out. 

Diary 13,  1907 
september20band2
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Had dinner with Governor 
Henderson tonight – a formal 
dress affair – though few present. 
Gov & Mrs. Henderson, Mrs. W  
& I, and Ex Gov. Congdon & Capt 
Fitz Horrigan – in his English 
red coat.  A very pleasant 
affair – though my shirt stud 
broke out & my shirt front 
annoyed me by spreading open. 
Boat tomorrow at 2:0 
 -21st- 
Left Dawson at 4 oclock 
on steamer “Charles Hamilton” 
with a crowded list of passengers. 
Forty Mile early in evening & 
owing to darkness laid up 
there till daylight - 
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 -22- 
Eagle – Remained nearly all 
day at Eagle – Visited the town 
& our old home – wandered 
around the post, &c.  There 
are not half as many people 
at Eagle as there were in 
1900, and but for the Ft. Egbert 
it would be nearly deserted. 
     Mr & Mrs. Meyers are the 
last of the old friends there – 
except Cora – no Mrs. Cora 
Thompson – with two babies. 
     The Str. “Seattle No 3.” was 
also at wharf – Major Richardson 
& Harry L. Cohn, asst. dist. atty. 
on board.  I had quite a 
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long talk with Major Richardson 
& told him I had resigned. 
He expressed regret at that 
and mildly criticised Hoggatt. 
He gold me that Hoggatt said 
he was angry at my criticism 
of Shackleford in the Cobb case, 
& that I did not come to him 
& make an explanation!!! 
 -23rd- 
Circle City - & snowing. 
Appointed R. M. Dobson, justice 

of the peace, here, in aid of 
Votan, who is temporarily out 
of the country.  Heavy snow 
- bought some Indian tanned 
moose hides.  Lying at woodyard 
near Halfway island, tonight 
loading wood - 

Diary 13,  1907 
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Passed the “White Seal” & the 
“Lavelle Young” going up the 
river, early this morning 
above Circle. 
     While in Circle two Indian 
girls – young woman – met me 
{on the street} one of them smiled at me in 
an ingratiating way.  I glanced 
at her and passed one.  Again 
I met them, and again both 
smiled and seemed to wish 
to attract my attention – but 
I swelled up with Virtue and 
passed on.  A third time they 
met me – on the street crossing 
and again a smile – and a 
determination to gain my 
attention – this time it 

Diary 13,  1907 
september23c 

became so apparent that I was  
forced to stop when the 
youngest and best looking 
came close up and said in a 
low tone. “How much divorce 
cost?”  They knew I was the 
Judge who granted divorces and 
she wished one – while she 
waited.  Even Circle City 
squaws are assuming Chicago 
airs!  I explained – not to her 
satisfaction either – that she 
must see a lawyer.  She left 
me, without a smile, and in 
evident disgust at my lack of 
appreciation and power. 
     Snow a foot dep. 

Diary 13,  1907 
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 -24- 
Ft.  Yukon in the forenoon. 
Some signs of prosperity –  
a new log Episcopal Church, 
& McInroys new trading post 
give a sign of life to the old 
place.  Much quarreling & 
bickering – Miss Wood the 
Episcopal teacher has gone 
into the trading post business 
& it will do great damage. 
Already Beaumonts & the 
McInroys crowd are against 
her and will do all in their 
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power to injure her trade & 
her influence with the  
Indians.  Nearing Fort 
Hamlin tonight. 

Diary 13,  1907 
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 -25- 
Rampart in the forenoon 
Met Comr Ballou, and Dep 
Mar. Drake.  Inspected offices 
&c. & visited people.  Left some 
of our passengers – Met the 
“John C. Barr” in the afternoon 
below the “Rapids,” – and the 
exchange of passengers and 
freight made – the “Barr” taking 
us & the Hamilton taking the 
Barrs up river passengers 
& barge & returning to 
Dawson.    The Barr is 
much smaller than the 
Hamilton & our crowd filled 
it to overflowing.  The state 

Diary 13,  1907 
september25b 

rooms are small with three 
berths in each.  Cots – the 
floor and the tables were used 
to supply the want of beds – 
and 90 people were  to be fed 
in a small hall – in three 
sittings.  Capt. Blair 
kindly offered us his room  
on the texas – the upper deck, 
and thus relieved Debbie 
from much discomfort. 
We reached Ft. Gibbon about 
8. p.m. and left there at 
midnight for Fairbanks.  
Comr. Bathhurst interviewed  
me on the necessity for making 
his a recording district – 
& I am impressed that it ought to be. 

Diary 13,  1907 
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 -26th- 
Cosna, & Hot Springs. 
A beautiful fall day – no 
snow – the river high – a 
bright sun; a pleasant 
room – makes it a very 
pleasant trip for us – 
The Barr is making good 
time & we will get in Saturday 
morning.  Capt. Barr 
is a New York City boy & 
during the winter – when off 
duty on the Yukon,  runs a ferry 
from Jersey City to 23rd St. 
N.Y.  Our room on upper  
deck a pleasure to Debbie. 
The river is high - 

Diary 13,  1907 
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 -27- 
Nenana – the country 
at the mouth of the Ne-na-na 
is the prettiest in Alaska. 
 -28- 
We reached Chena at 7:20 
- just too late to catch the 
train & waited 2 hours 
for trains to Fairbanks – 
Edgar is conductor on the 
train & informed me that 
the “Times” this morning 
had the first announcement 
of my resignation. 
     Many of my friends are 
disappointed that I resigned 
- but they did not have to bear 
the burden, pay the expenses 

Diary 13,  1907 
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nor repay the losses by 
worry & years of fight 
-ing without an opportunity 
to fight back.  I am 
satisfied – and that ends it. 
The Times & News have the 
usual editorials – one 
claiming the victory & the 
other announcing my retire 
=ment with great credit, &c. 
Beautiful day – Received 
my second class mail of 
last winter!! 

Diary 13,  1907 
september28c 

[newspaper clipping:] 
 “(Times Special Service.) 
     WASHINGTON, Sept. 27 ==President Roose= 
velt announced tonight that he had received the 
resignation of James Wickersham as judge of 
the Third Judicial Division of Alaska, the same 
to become effective upon the appointment 
of his successor. 
     The president further announced that the 
resignation would be accepted, and that he 
would appoint Judge Wickersham’s successor 
in October upon his return to Washington from 
his Western trip.  It is understood that Judge 
Wickersham will engage in the practice of law 
at Fairbanks. M’CORMACK.” 
[second newspaper clipping:] 
“     The fight that has been made 
against the reappointment and con- 
firmation of James Wickersham as 
judge of the Third judicial division 
of Alaska is at last at an end. 
     This result has been brought about 
by the tender of his resignation to 
President Roosevelt, to take effect 
upon the appointment of his successor 
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and the announcement by the presi- 
dent that such appointment will be 
made by him upon his return to 
Washington in October. 
     In view of all the circumstances of 
the situation, The Times feels that is 
is fully performing its duty to the 
public by presenting the facts with- 
out extended or unnecessary com- 
ments. 
     The position which this paper has 
taken and which it has steadily pur- 
sued is well known. 
     It has fought its fight without 
fear and without hope of reward ex- 
cept such as it may share with the 
general public when confidence in” 

Diary 13,  1907 
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[newspaper clipping continues:] 
the judicary shall have been re- 
established and the feeling of fear, 
uncertainty and oppression which has 
heretofore existed in this division 
shall have been removed. 
     The satisfaction which we feel at 
the outcome is entirely impersonal. 
We glory and exult in the defeat or 
adversity of no man. 
     The Times took up the cudgel 
against what it conceived to be a 
judicial situation that was a travesty 
upon law and a mockery upon jus- 
tice.  In the contest which followed 
it nailed its colors to the mast, to 
remain there until the ship sank or 
the battle for right was won.  The 
fight  has been won.  To this result 
we feel that The Times has in no 
small way contributed and that in so 
doing it has remained true to its 
principles and has justified its exist- 
ence. 
     It is now to be hoped that in ap- 
pointing a judge for this judicial di- 
vision President Roosevelt will be 
fortunate in his selection.  All that 
The Times desires in this regard is 
to see the district court presided over 
by a judge whose legal learning and 
ability shall command respect and 
whose honesty and integrity shall in- 
spire the confidence of all.” 
 
The above extracts  
from the Morning Times 
& those following 
from the Evening 

News of the same day 
 
[newspaper clipping:] 
“WICKERSHAM’S RESIGNATION.  
     Judge Wickersham has resigned.  For 
two years he has had such a move,  
he says, under consideration, but re- 
fused to step down while under fire. 
     During that time he has been pelted 
right and left by men who opposed 
him because his decisions did not suit 
them.  Investigators have been sent 
here but they failed to find any of 
the charges against the presiding 
judge substantiated. 
     To be sure he was charged with 
bowling a gamed down at Fred Mar- 
tin’s, but that had nothing to do with 
his decisions in court on mining ques- 
tions.  A moral or mental giant of 
this city brought in the gambling ques- 
tion to oust the judge whose mining 
decisions were not to his liking.  And 
so it has bone.  The camp was split 
into factions.  The men who were 
fighting the judge kept him there by 
that very fight.  The president told him 
personally after reading the the report 
of the investigators that he would re- 
main judge as long as he was presi- 
dent.  
     The live sprit of the camp was 
killed.  The Wickersham matter was 
drawn into every municipal or dis- 
trict affair.  No person or persons 
could make a move in the camp but 
his or their motive was questioned 
It became so unbearable the people 
cried enough. 
     Last summer a Mr. Cooley was sup- 
posed to come in here and investiagte. 
He failed to show up.  The activity 
of the anti-Wickersham men began to 
wane, and it died a few days ago at 
the republican primaries, when the 
judge was endorsed, even though a 
train load of republicans   (?) were 
brought from the creeks to defeat 
such an end. 
     Seeing that the fight against him 
had come to an end Judge Wicker- 
sham resigned. 
     The fight has brought what?  Noth- 
ing except discord and strife.  It has 
injured the town and the district.  It 
ahs cost the anti’s thousands of dol- 
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lars to keep it up. Judge Wickersham 
could have made several times his sal- 
ary had he been practicing law. He, 
too, is loser.  And after these men 
quit and find the fight useless, they 
are astonished to see Judge Wicker- 
sham step down and out. 
     Our earnest and sincere hope is 
that his successor will be as capable 
and fearless as he has been, for 
as years roll by this records as a 
judge will stand out with ever 
increasing brilliancy.” 

Diary 13,  1907 
september28e 

[newspaper clipping, line breaks ignored:] 
“JUDGE WICKERSHAM 
 LEAVES THE BENCH 
WASHINGTON,  D. C., Sept. 27. – 
 President Roosevelt today received the 
resignation of James Wickersham as 
judge of the Third judicial division of 
Alaska.  The letter of resignation asks 
that Judge Wickersham’s successor be 
appointed as soon as possible after the 
resignation is accepted. 
    The president stated that he had not yet 
considered the question of a successor to 
Judge Wickersham, and would not do so 
until after his return from his trip through 
the South late in October. 
    The resignation came as a great surprise, 
even to the intimate friends of the judge. 
No reason is given for the resignation, but 
it is stated that Judge Wickersham has been 
for a long time desirous of entering the 
private practice of law in Fairbanks. 
 
After a very pleasant trip down the  river 
from Dawson, Judge Wickersham arrived in 
Fairbanks this morning, being a passenger  
as far as Chena on the Barr. 
     The one topic of conversation around 
town today was his resignation as judge of 
the Third judicial division, and he gave the  
story personal confirmation on his arrival. 
     “The report that I have resigned is true,” 
said the judge to a representative of the News 
upon his arrival this morning.  “It is a matter 
of extreme gratification to me that throughout 
the controvrsy which has arisen over my 
retention of the office I have had the confidence 
of the president, and have all along had his 
personal assurance that, so long as he was 
president of the United States, I would occupy 
the office of judge of this division.. 
     “My private interests are such, however, 
that I cannot, with any degree of justice to 

myself, continue to longer serve the government 
in that capacity. 
     “My resignation is to take effect on or before 
the first of March next, and I am hopeful that 
my successor will have been appointed and will 
have qualified by that time.  Who my successor 
will be I have no idea.  I have not interested 
myself in the matter in any way. 
    “I have had the feeling that the court has 
enjoyed the confidence of the people since the 
time of the Third division was organized, and the 
public’s endorsement of the work of my office 
as expressed in the vote at the Republican 
primaries held last week is gratifying to, and 
appreciated by, me.” 
     Judge Wickersham will immediately proceed 
with the term of court already called. 
     After his sucecssor qualifies he will engage 
in the practice of law, making his permanent 
residence in Fairbanks, where many flattering 
inducements have been offered to secure his 
services in a legal capacity.” 

Diary 13,  1907 
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 -29- 
Sunday – at home trying to 
get things comfortable – The 
house is in pretty good shape 
& old “Don”, our dog, was very 
happy to see us. 
 -30- 
Getting office work going slowly. 
I am greatly surprised at the 
report that the Anderson jury 
- for the trial of Cap. Anderson 
for forgery – was fixed by Barn 
=ette, to help Anderson off- 
The story is that for some arrange 
=ment between Anderson and 
Barnette – McArthur, Barnettes 
brotherinlaw was left on the jury 
with an agreement to “hang” it 

Diary 13,  1907 
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- the record shows that McArthur 
was on the jury – that he voted for 
acquittal, and no possible 
human excuse for Anderson’s 
having McArthur on the jury 
can be made, except that he 
was “fixed.” 
 October. 1st 
Working in office &c. 
 Octo. 2nd 
Our house in pretty good shape 
& we are now quite comfortable. 
In the matter of the delegates 
to the Juneau Convention a “funny” 
mix up has occurred.  Owing 
to the fear that none of the delegates 
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might be able to go there, Heilig 
- for the delegates – and without 

Diary 13,  1907 
october02b 

much thought – sent the creden 
=tials for the 14 delegates, with 
an appointment of proxy by 
each, but the name of the proxy 
in blank – to be filled in – to 
Louis P. Shackleford, at Juneau. 
when I told him that Shackleford 
was Hoggatts partisan – and  
opposed to Cale, to Territorial 
government, to me, and to 
everything the delegates had 
been elected to support – there 
was blank consternation. 
     It has resulted in an 
agreement to send Tozier 
out with proxies from the delegates 
& a cancellation of Shacklefords 
power.   Claypool desired to 
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go, but I insisted that he could 
not be trusted and McGinn & 
Tozier agreed with me – Tozier 
will have to go overland during 
this month by stage – an unpleasant 
trip! 
 Octo. 3. 
Nothing new – at work in office. 
Have consulted with Cousby, 
Acting District Attorney about 
fixing the Anderson jury, but he 
finds much trouble to disco 
=ver a statutory provision 
under which they may be punished. 
 -4- 
Nothing much, except that 
candidates for the Judgeship 
are springing up thickly. 

Diary 13,  1907 
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Harlan telegraphed me from 
Valdes saying that he contemplated 
being a candidate & asking me 
to endorse him & saying that 
he regretted my resignation. 
His impudence made me mad & 
I telegraphed back that I would 
not endorse him & that I  
regretted that he was not in 
Fairbanks attending to his business. 
 -5th- 
Am about to enter into a business 
arrangement with Heilig, Tozier, 
Lloyd & Taylor, in a mining scheme 
in the Kantishna – they offer me 
1/16 interest in the whole thing 
for $5000. and I am almost 
persuaded to take it. 

Dinner tonight with Mr & Mrs. 
Dundas. 
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 -6th- 
Completed preliminary plan 
for contract tomorrow by which 
I am to purchase a 1/16 interest 
in Lloyd & Taylors mines on 
the Kantishna, for $5000.00 
We are to organize the Alaska 
Stibnite Co. and the Conwyl 
Mining Co. – the first to take over 
the Antimony mines – the second 
the gold mines (quartz - & placer). 
     Snowing – looks like winter. 
Dinner with Capt & Mrs. Barnette. 
After dinner B  talked to me 
about partnership in law business 
with McGinn, as soon as I am 
off the bench – said but little, but 
think well of it. 
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 -7th- 
October Term of Court. 
begun this day. 
 -8th- 
Finished purchase of 1/16 int. 
in gold mines & stibnite mines 
from Lloyd, et. al. by deed from 
Heilig = paid Heilig $5000.00 
and he gave me deed. 
Court work slow yet. 
Grand & Trial jury drawn. 
 -9th- 
Assisted Heilig, et al. in the 
formal organization of the Conwyl 
Mining Co. and the Alaska Stibnite 
Co. – the former with authorized capital 
stock of $2,000,000. the latter $1,000,000. 
Thomas Lloyd, Wm Taylor, Heilig 
Z. A. Scouse, & Tozier & I incor 
=porators.  Snowing.  Nothing 
much in court. 
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 -10- 
Court work dragging & hard 
to get the attorneys to do anything. 
Am preparing remarks on “Alaska 
Territory”, for delivery at banquet 
on 18th – the 40th anniversary of 
the raising of the American flag in 
Alaska.  I hope to make it 
clear that Alaska is a territory 
- has a “territorial form of gov 
=ernment,” and that those 
who – like Gov. Hoggatt, say 
they oppose the adoption of a 
territorial form of government for 
Alaska, do not think or  
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speak clearly. 
Diary 13,  1907 
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 -12- 
Busy in court – am now 
getting work started. 
Snowing & wintry.[continued below] 
 -13- 
Busy on remarks for anniversary 
of Flag Day – on Alaska, a 
Territory. 
 -14- 
Grand Jury empanelled – 
Court now working. 
Appointed Jerry Cousby, 
Dist. Atty. act. Disability 
of Harlan – at Valdes. 
 
[April 12 entry continues at bottom of page:] 
Met McArthur on street & 
refused to shake hands with him. 
Said to him that I refused had no use for 
a man who sat on the Anderson jury 
& acted as he did – He complained to 
McGinn who told him the less he said the better. 
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 -15- 
A row with Pratt today. 
He is attorney for Leber who 
was served with subpoena 
last winter to appear in 
court, but ran away.  We 
caught him at Valdes on a 
contempt proceeding & allowed 
him to go on bail.  The case 
now comes up for trial.  Pratt 
demanded a jury trial – which is 
in the discretion of the judge – and 
for fear that my action would 
be adverse – Pratt advised 
him to go – so Pratt says – 
he came into my office at 
before court met at noon 
and in effect said to 
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me – no one being present – 
“I am going to ask for a jury 
trial – I dont want you to 
try it – If you do it will be 
very disagreeable for you. 
and then began to talk & 
argue about the case. 
I said nothing but quietly 
got him out of the office. 
When court met and the case 
was called for consideration 
he asked for a jury trial – Stevens 
objected – and I refused to 
allow it upon the ground that 
it was my duty to protect the 

court from assaults. 
I then repeated from the bench 
in presence of Heilig, de 
[written in margin:] 
He said he advised Leber to go away in 
violation of the orders – subpoena. 
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Journet, Dundas, Magnin 
& others the conversation which  
Pratt had carried on in the 
privacy of my chambers – he 
admitted the conversation 
- whereupon I roasted him 
&& said that I had met with 
many disagreeable things 
while holding court here 
but the most disagreeable 
of all was he & his clients. 
That I would set the Leber 
case for trial on Friday & 
that if Leber was not here 
I would send a warrant  
for him.  Pratt walked 
out chewing tobacco like a 
cane mill, but thinking. 
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 -16- 
The Chena River is frozen over 
& all boats in winter quarters. 
This is two or three weeks early. 
The “Florence S.” a small steamer 
employed by Tom Lloyd & Taylor 
to take our supplies pu to the 
Kantishna got no farther than 
Chena.  This will greatly hinder 
them in the winters work on the mines. 
     Court work getting  brisk. 
Grand jury at work and 
Cousby acting District Attorney. 
Beautiful, sunny, cold days 
& clear nights.  Good trails. 
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 -17- 
Have been hearing contempt case 
against John Klonos, et. al. for two 
days – refused to convict for contempt 
 because no bond to secure injunction 
violated. 
     Banquet tonight in celebration 
of 40th anniversary of Alaska Day 
- the day when American Flag 
was raised first at Sitka 
I made an Address:  “Alaska, 
a Territory,” other good addresses 
and an enjoyable meeting 
I took the legal position that 
Alaska is a Territory, and 
now has a Territorial form of 
government.  My reception was 
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flattering – highly gratifying. 
Diary 13,  1907 
october18and19a 

 -18 
Banquet last night successful – 
pleasant & agreeable. 
Leber contempt case went over 
until tomorrow at 2 oclock. 
 -19- 
All day typing the Leber Contempt 
case.  Pratt threatened that if 
I tried it he would make it 
disagreeable for me and he did. 
He raised all kinds of small 
& immaterial points & argued 
them at great lengths – accused 
me of bias & prejudice &c. &c 
but I preserved both my temper 
and dignity and went ahead 
with the case – till 5:30 this 
evening - & I am tired. 

Diary 13,  1907 
october19b 

News of the 19th 
[newspaper clipping:] 
          A FAMOUS SPEECH.  
     As years roll by and historians 
settle down to their work of record- 
ing the big things in the life of 
Alaska the speech made by Judge 
Wickersham at the Alaska Day ban- 
quet Thursday evening will come in 
for its full and well-deserved share 
of space in history. 
     It was an able and remarkable ad- 
dress inasmuch as it dispelled some 
false notions that have been held re- 
garding the political status of Alaska 
and at the same time held up in a 
remarkably clear light the rights 
which are for some reason withheld 
from citizens of this territory. 
     Judge Wickersham had carefully 
prepared himself for the occasion. 
Guided by a judicial turn of mind he 
did not stop his investigation to es- 
tablish the exact status of the terri- 
tory until he had examined all the 
supreme court decisions where the 
question of its political affiliation 
with the nation was one of the ques- 
tions to be determined.  And in this 
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regard it might be said that he is 
perhaps the best authority in Alaska 
regarding this one feature of our 
ties with the union. 
     He set everyone right on the dif- 
ference in the cries between terri- 
torial government and self-govern- 
ment and when he said that while 

it was provided that Alaska was 
to be a territory with the three 
popular branches of government he 
made a distinct impression on 
everyone by the emphatic manner in 
which he said that while the execu- 
tive and judicial branches had been 
provided, the legislative branch was 
still lacking. 
    That the speech will be copied far 
and wide there can be no question, 
for not only will Alaskans study it 
closely, but also our friends on the 
Pacific coast who are hearing our 
cry to congress and who wish to 
assist us if possible. 
     Clearly and concisely describing 
the political standing of Alaska it 
was with the greatest enthusiasm 
that the eminent jurist turned to the 
toastmaster and declared that he 
had been, is now and would always 
be in favor of the people governing 
themselves.  And this man who has 
had more executive work to do in 
Alaska than the appointed governor, 
said with true spirit of a patriotic 
citizen that the highest ideals of 
government is one “of the people, by 
the people and for the people.” 
     We not only earnestly suggest that 
every citizen read the speech care- 
fully to put himself in possession of 
important and until now little known 
facts about our political position, 
but we would ask that some of the 
friends of Governor Hoggatt take 
him quietly to some secluded spot 
and read it carefully to that gentle- 
man. 
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Fairbanks Tribune 19th 
[newspaper clipping:] 
“    Judge James Wickersham’s address 
on Alaska, a Territory” was nothing 
short of amazing as an education in 
the matter that has during the last 
year involved the entire territory, the 
question as to whether home rule 
should be given Alaska.  There was 
no evasion in the speech, the whole 
being a powerful argument on behalf 
of a territorial form of government. 
     Every paragraph of that speech 
should be read by any man who has 
the slightest desire to study the im- 
portant question.  The speech is print- 
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ed in full in the Fairbanks daily pa- 
pers, and also would be reproduced in 
The Tribune but for lack of facilities 
to handle an article of such length.” 

Diary 13,  1907 
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 -21- 
Trial of U.S. ex. re. Fleming v Leber 
concluded – Pratt has made good 
his threat that he would make it 
disagreeable for me if I tried the 
case – he & Leber filed affidavits 
that I was biased & prejudiced, 
against Liber &c. and Pratt gave 
his usual intense personal 
bias to the case all the way 
through, but I kept my temper 
& found Leber guilty & fined 
him $250.00 & costs. 
     Also ordered Dept. Dist. Atty. 
to prepare charges for contempt 
for threatening me & for advising 
Leber to violate the subpoena. 
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 -22- 
Telegrams this morning say the 
case of Charlton v Kelly was 
affirmed by the Circuit Ct. of Appeals. 
Hope so, for the instructions is 
that case are very important 
in mining cases. 
     Trial of Pratt, for contempt, 
called at 4 oclock, but he asked 
for more time & I granted 24 hours. 
     It is still hard to get the 
attorneys down to work & no 
jury trials heard so far. 
    Dinner with St. Georges tonight 
 -23rd- 
The Pratt case was tried today 
He demanded all kinds of 
impossible rights, but after 
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permitting him to read what 
he called his explanation to 
purge him of contempt – which 
was in effect a statement that 
the court had misunderstood 
his meaning – or lied about it. 
I held that he had no right to a 
trial – no right to a hearing 
to prove that the court was 
wrong – but that the “judicial 
eye had seen, the judicial ear 
had heard, the judicial mind 
had formed its judgment,” and 
the only thing further to do was 
for “the judicial arm to reach 
forth and administer the 
punishment” – which {it} I 

did and imposed a fine 
out of place 23c 
and 24a 

of $300.00  He was greatly 
relieved when I did not give 
him a term in jail as he 
expected – and deserved. 
 -24- 
Newspaper reports are that 
the Anti Hoggatt people have  
a majority in the Juneau con 
=vention – and will endorse 
local legislative government 
for Alaska.  I anticipate 
a bitter fight between the factions 
The reports say that Cale is 
leading for nomination for 
Delegate and that I am also 
favorably mentioned.  The 
“Times” this morning has a 
strong Cale editorial - and 
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declares itself in favor of his 
renomination – I at once 
sent for the News reporter & 
gave out the statement that 
I am not a candidate.  I will 
not be a candidate and will 
not accept the nomination 
if tendered.  I am for Mr. Cale. 
The News published that 
tonight & sent a telegram 
of that kind to the P-I. at Seattle 
Tonights dispatches say 
that there is almost a panic 
in the money market in New York 
Gov. Hoggatt is yet at Valdes 
investigating the recent shooting 
in the Keystone Canyon. 
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 -25- 
Court work now good & the 
lawyers beginning to move. 
Trying jury cases. 
Outside telegraphic 
news that President says 
he will not appoint any 
local candidate for judge 
- but all such and all dis 
patches are guesses. 
Beautiful weather. 
Another telegram from Darrell 
saying that he had been order 
=ed back to the Nebraska. 
 Created the Ft. Gibbon 
Recorders Precinct today. 
Appointed John Bathurst 
Commissioner. 
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 -26- 
Beautiful fall weather. 
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Jury trials in court. 
Dinner at home tonight 
Mr & Mrs St George & Mr & Mrs Dundas. 
     Attended “High Jinks” at 
the Tanana Club.  I have now 
consented to join the Club – and 
intend to be more social – now 
that I am out of office – 
or soon will be.  I 
responded to the toast tonight 
of “The Court” – and spoke 
in a humorous & reminiscent 
way upon the Dignity of the 
Court – relating anecdotes 
of undignity. 
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 -27- 
Dinner with Mr & Mrs. Mark Sul 
=livan – three months married – 
lawyer friend and good fellows. 
 -28th- 
Court work progressing. 
News tonight says the people 
of Valdes in general political 
caucus adopted resolutions 
censuring Gov. Hoggatt for 
his interference in criminal 
examination of Hozlett, Hosey 
& other officers charged with the 
shooting in the Ry. row in 
the Canyon.  Also that the 
caucus endorsed Harlan – 
=think of condemning Hoggatt 
& endorsing Harlan, for judge! 
Its funny.  Hubbard & two 
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anit-Guggengenheim men – these 
Home Ry. men were elected 
delegates – instructed for Roosevelts 
policy & Cale.  Thats a hot 
shot at the Governor, but a 
fatal one for Harlan who will 
find Hoggatt blocking his 
way  the judgeship.  I 
can almost forgive Hoggatt 
because of some of his enemies 
- if it was’nt for Dodge & 
some of his friends. 
 -29th- 
U.S. v Orr. – Cousby for U.S. 
Pratt for defendant.  Pratts 
trial of a criminal case is a 
greater crime than that 
which is being tried. 
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 -Nov. 1- 
Court work progressing. 
Grand jury finished & adjourned. 
     Tozier, delegate from Fair 

=banks with 20 proxies has not 
yet arrived even at Valdes. 
In that connection dispatches 
from Seattle say that Perkins 
is candidate for Delegate – 
that Nome & Third Dis. 
delegates have combined, 
- it looks as if Dodge & 
Ronan were trying to trade 
Cale off and combine with 
the Ryan-Perkins push 
to control the Juneau convention. 
Tozier will be traded out of his 
power before he gets to the convention 
- if signs are evidence. 
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[newspaper clipping:] 
“PRESIDENT’S 
     COMPLIMENT 
 Says He Will Appoint No Judge 
     Until He Gets the 
          Right One. 
MAY BE OKLAHOMA MAN  
Roosevelt Says He Must Be 
     as Strong  a Man as Is 
          Judge Wickersham. 
 
(United Press Service.) 
     WASHINGTON, D. C., Oct. 31.- 
Owing to the many inquiries that 
have been made as to who would be 
the successor of Judge Wickersham, 
of Alaska, the president has given it 
out that he will not name a man until 
he has found one who is as strong 
as Judge Wickersham, whom he held 
in the highest esteem and confidence. 
     There is some talk of S. H. Reed, 
of Oklahoma, being given the ap— 
pointment, but whoever secures the 
appointment will have to be satis- 
factory to both the attorney-general 
and President Roosevelt. 
GREATEST OF COMPLIMENTS. 
     What greater compliment could any 
man ask for?  President Roosevelt 
says he will not appoint a successor 
to Judge Wickersham until he finds 
a man as strong as the latter.” 
 
25 degrees below Zero. 
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 -Nov. 3rd- 
Have been trying Pratt, lawyer, 
for contempt of court in advising 
and instructing Leber to disobey 
the subpoena of this court last 
Nov.  Have the case under 
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advisment to prepare a 
written opinion.  Pratt 
filed a motion for a change 
of judge alleging bias and 
prejudice, and filed an affidavit 
setting up the fact that he has 
long been fighting my confirmation 
&c. and that I knew of his 
opposition & was therefore 
prejudiced against him. 
An interesting law point is 
also involved: 
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 -4th- 
U.S. v Bandom & Thompson 
- “sniping”  - stealing gold 
from the drift by working miners. 
Guilty – a clear case. 
     The News tonight prints 
the record of my 8 years trials. 
No of final judgments 1726, 
 “    “  appeals affirmed   33 
 “    “      “       reversed   10. 
[newspaper clipping:] 
“     A LASTING MONUMENT. 
  In another column we are able to- 
day to present a statistical review 
of the cases which have come before 
Judge Wickersham while serving in 
Alaska.  The very figures of cases 
tried, appealed, sustained and re- 
versed speak in more eloquent terms 
of his ability, keen judgment, knowl- 
edge of law, fearlessness and honesty 
than a volume of praise.  Such rec- 
ords live and grow and stand out 
with more prominence as days go by 
and become the monument which is 
erected for but few men before death 
demands a life’s review and the peo- 
ple weigh careers.” 
Tozier got to Valdes yesterday & 
caught Str. “Portland” for Juneau, 
on time & O.K. 
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 -5- 
Trial Dubois v Robinson 
with jury.  Telegram from 
S. F. today that Circuit Ct. of 
Appeals. affirmed Marlatt 
v Noyes,- one of – rather Dodges 
only case with any merit. 
     Read Masonic funeral 
service at burial of Dr. H. V. 
Nichols, a pioneer of Circle 
& Fairbanks 
40º below this morning. 
 -7th- 

Trying jury case for two 
days – Dubois v Robinson 
- wood case.  Working 
on Decision in re Pratt. contempt 
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Recd. marked copy of Juneau Record 
- Hoggatts paper, with marked copy 
article saying that Gov Hoggatt, 
demanded my resignation & the 
President yielded & asked me to 
resign.  At the time this article 
was published Hoggatt was in 
Juneau – saw it & adopted  
the lie thereby!  I am greatly 
disappointed in his character 
for I thought he was both cour 
ageous and truthful.  I knew 
Shackleford was a poor little 
Apache, but I thought the Governor 
was to brave to stoop to adopt 
a lie to hurt even his bitterest 
enemy. 
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[newspaper article, line breaks ignored:] 
“Fairbanks Daily News, Monday, Novemb 
   {Nov 4, 1907} 
Record of Wickersham’s  
     Decisions on Appeal 
 
In Eight Years Has Tried 1726 Cases---33 
  Have Been Taken to Higher Courts. 
  Only in 10 Instances Has Decision of 
  Court Been Reversed---Attorneys 
  Agree That This is a Remarkable 
  Record. 
 
  One of the very interesting questions before 
the people of the Tanana for some days past 
has been:  “How many decisions of Judge 
Wickersham, taken to the circuit court of 
appeals, have been reversed?” 
     At some expense and a great deal of  
trouble, The News has taken pains to gather  
a very complete digest of the work of Judge  
Wickersham, not only while acting as Judge  
of the Third division, but also while occupying  
the bench of the United States district court at  
Nome and Juneau. 
     The result of the investigation, as shown in  
the tabulated statement which follows, can 
only be construed with the utmost favor to 
Judge Wickersham. 
     A record of 30 per cent of reversals, which  
the table shows, is considered something very 
remarkable by members of the local bar 
association.  The News went to the pains of 
ascertaining from the members of the bar, of 
the district court of the Third division, the 
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general average of cases reversed on appeal 
from district courts to the circuit court of 
appeals and from these two, together with 
the appeals taken from state supreme courts  
to the United States supreme court.  A very 
large majority of the attorneys interviewed 
were of the opinion that 50 per cent of reversals 
would be a very safe average. 
     Judge Wickersham himself was interviewed 
on the subject by a representative of The News. 
Speaking, without any knowledge of the reasons 
which prompted the interview, the judge was of 
the opinion that 40 reversals, on appeal, out of 
every 100 cases, would be a very fair average. 
     Many of the attorneys also pointed out the 
fact that appeals are taken on fine point of law 
which the court must necessarily decide off hand 
during the course of trial, and which the higher 
courts must also necessarily have time to decide 
after mature judgment has been passed on their 
merits, and after consulting their authorities on 
the questions involved. 
    The fact that out of 1,726 cases in which final 
judgment has been given, Judge Wickersham’s 
decision has been appealed from but 33 times, 
and his decision reversed in but 10 instances, 
speaks volumes for the legal attainments of the 
court, and makes more incomprehensible than 
ever the reasons for the bitter fight which has 
been waged against him. 
     Bt it also said to the credit of the local bar 
association that they view with favor the view 
taken by the circuit court of appeals of the 
Ninth circuit that minor errors in practice, and 
minor errors in judgment of the district courts 
of the United States bear but little weight with 
the gentlemen comprising that court, but  that 
the appeals are largely decided on the general 
principles involved, and by a preponderance  
of  th evidence presented therein. 
     The following table clears up every moot 
point which brought about its compilation: 
     The Records of the District Court at 
Fairbanks, Nome, Valdez and Juneau show  
that Judge Wickersham rendered final  
judgment, decree, or sentence curing the past  
eight years in the total number of cases  
pending in that court before him as follows: 
  Final. Judgments. 
Fairbanks…. 831 Nome… 537 
Valdez……. 243 Juneau… 115 
 Total number of final  
 judgments in eight years, 1,726 
  Cases Appealed. 
To the Circuit Court of Appeals and Supreme 
 Court of the Unites States. 

Total number of cases decided on appeal…     33 
Total number of cases affirmed on appeal…     23 
Total number of cases reversed on appeal…       10 
Total number of cases decided in eight years 1726 
Total number of cases reversed in eight years      10 
     Percentage of appealed cases reversed, 30 per cent 
  Percentage of appealed cases affirmed, 70 per cent. 
Cases Appealed from Judge Wickersham and  
     Decisions given by Appellate Court as Follows: 
Stockslager vs. U. S., 116 Fed. 590   Affirmed 
McDougal vs. N.W. Com. Co., 120 Fed. 1021       “ 
Ames vs. Farrelly, 121 Fed 820        “ 
Price vs. McIntosh, 121 Fed, 716        “ 
Piper vs. Cashell, 122 Fed. 614        “ 
Reedy vs. Wesson, 122 Fed. 1021        “ 
Walton vs. Wild Goose Mining Co., 123 Fed. 366 Affirmed 
Bruce vs. Murray, 123 Fed. 366.   Reversed 
Pacey vs. McKinney, 125 Fed. 675   Affirmed 
Anvil Gold Mining Co. vs. Hoxsie, 125 Fed. 725 Reversed 
Richards vs. U.S., 126 Fed. 105        “ 
Owens vs. U. S., 130 Fed. 279        “ 
Brosnan vs. White, 136 Fed. 74        “ 
Meehan vs. Nelson, 137 Fed. 731    Affirmed 
Copper River Mining Co., vs. McClellan, 138 Fed. 333 Affirmed 
McConnell vs. U.S., Oct. 23, 1905        “ 
A. C. Company vs. Debney, 144 Fed. 1  Reversed 
Madden vs. McKenzie, 144 Fed. 64   Affirmed 
Hemple vs. Raymond, 144 Fed. 796       “ 
Johanson vs. Sondheim, 145 Fed. 620       “ 
Martin vs. Whites Guardian, 146 Fed. 461  Reversed 
Bartolis vs. Cascaden, 146 Fed. 739       “ 
Lange vs. Robinson, 148 Fed. 792   Reversed 
Callahan vs. Peterson, Oct. 12, 1906  Affirmed 
First National Bank vs. Fish, 150 Fed. 524       “ 
Marks vs. Gates, 154 Fed. 481        “ 
Meehan vs. Nelson, June, 1907   Reversed 
Charlton vs. Kelly, Oct., 1907   Affirmed 
Hardy vs. U. S., 186 U. S. 224      “ 
Binns vs. U. S., 194 U. S., 486      “ 
Perovich vs. U. S., 205 U. S. 86      “  

Diary 13,  1907 
november08 

     Nov 8th 1907 
This mornings paper 
announces the appointment 
on yesterday of Silas H. Reed, 
of Oklahoma, as District 
Judge in my stead. Well 
I’m glad the long fight is 
over – I m glad I’ve had it, 
and I am satisfied with 
my efforts.  It was the best 
I could do – it was done 
honestly and ever without 
fear, though with such errors 
as inevitably happens 
to those who do their best. 
I only hope Judge Reed 
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will come on in soon & 
relieve me of the burden. 
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 -9th- 
Judge Reid is said to 
be an Illinois mare & 
a heavyweight – physically 
& mentally. 
Heard the motion calendar 
today & am tired as a 
dog, but engaged in the 
preparation of an opinion 
in the Contempt case of 
Pratt.   Fine warm weather. 
D. T. Boone, Sr. came in to 
see me last night & showed 
me the copies of indictments &c 
from Texas against Frank Manley, 
whose true name is H. B. Knowles 
& wanted me to take up case 
against him – but I refused to do so 
[newspaper clipping in margin:] 
“(United Press Service) 
WASHINGTON, D. C.  Nov. 8. – The 
announcement was made yesterday by 
President Roosevelt that he had appointed 
Silas H. Reid, of Oklahoma, as judge of 
the Third judicial division of Alaska to 
succeed Judge Wickersham.” 
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 -10- 
A warm day – raining 
tonight.  Busy writing 
opinion in re Pratt 
contempt case. 
 -11th- 
Read my opinion U.S. v 
Pratt, holding him guilty 
of Contempt, & fined him 
$250.00  Trying the 
case of Andrak v Berry et. al. 
Dundas & de Journel, for plft 
& McGinn & Clark for defts. 
Dundas is a clever sparer 
- but not up to the line that 
McGinn occupies as a  
lawyer. 
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 -12- 
The “Times” roars gently 
this morning in defense 
of Pratt, but says finally 
that he must depend 
upon a calm public opinion 
and the appellate court 
for vindication!! My 
but thats gentle.  If Dodge 
were here there would be 
no waiting for calm public 

opinion or the appellate 
court – Bi. would make 
an affidavit!  I also 
ordered Cousby to bring 
another charge against Pratt 
for filing his vicious affidavit 
for change of venue. 
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 -13- 
Warm – Trying case Andrak 
v Berry, - equity case over title 
to 2 miles suing ground on 
right limit of Ester Creek. 
     Sent $275. by telegraph 
yesterday to Henderson, Valdes. 
to pay repairing sidewalk & 
house. – Fear Reynolds failure 
will tear down price of real estate 
there – had better have sold. 
 -14- 
Hell of a time at the Juneau 
convention.  Hoggatt, Dodge 
& John Corson of Nome are 
making a personal fight 
on me – a curious alliance! 
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 -Nov 14th- 
Received following letter today: 
“The White House. 
“     Washington, 
“  September 26, 1907. 
“My dear Judge Wickersham. 
“     I am in receipt of your letter 
“of the 7th instant and accept 
“your resignation with regret. 
“I appreciate fully, however, why 
“you feel that you must leave. 
“With all good wishes from{for} your 
“future believe me, sincerely yours, 
“ Theodore Roosevelt. 
“Hon James Wickersham 
“District Judge, Juneau, Alaska. 
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 -15- 
Press dispatches from 
Juneau are that the Heid – 
Cale – Nome – Tozier 
combination won out, defeating 
Hoggatt – declaring for local 
government &c. & electing Six 
delegates to the National Repub 
=lican Convention – Recd. 
telegram from Tozier & Harry 
Steel from Nome saying that 
they had elected me one of the 
delegates. 
 -16- 
Delegates to the National 
Convention elected at Juneau 
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1. John. G. Heid – Juneau. 
Diary 13,  1907 
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2. Frank Ballaine,   Seward. 
3. James Wickersham, Fairbanks. 
4. Dick Ryan,     Nome 
5.          Perkins,         “ 
6. Capt.    Johnson,       “ 
This list must be gall & wormwood 
to Hoggatt & Dodge – Heid – to 
Hoggatt & myself to Dodge. 
But they, like we, took a warriors 
chance, and must lie still 
& die gentlemanly and without 
spattering the stage with gore. 
The “Times” has nothing today. 
[newspaper clipping:] 
“     The final decision of the convention  
which met with staisfaction throughout 
was that Captain Johnson, Dick Ryan and  
W. P. Perkins, of Nome; Judge James 
Wickersham, of Fairbanks; John E. 
Belaline, of Seward, and John G. Heid, 
of Juneau, be delegates.  The following 
alternates were named: 
     First division, Sol Ripinsky, Haines; 
L. S. Keller, Skagway.  Second division, 
Harry Steele and J. Gilroy, Nome. 
Third division, D. A. McKenzie, of 
Cordova, and J. K. Brown, Fairbanks. 
     The following territorial committee was 
appointed:  First division, Hunt, Simpson  
and Shea; second division, Cassel, Pepper  
and Melroy; third division, Sheldon,  
Valdez, chairman; John L. McGinn, 
Fairbanks; Youngs, Seward.” 
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 -17- 
Beautiful weather – the ther 
=mometer registering about 
zero, and above – clear 
cold & crisp.  Today sent 
out copies of my the News reprint 
of my resignation and the Presidents 
reply thereto, to the newspapers 
in South Eastern Alaska, from 
Seward to Ketchikan, to overcome 
the story persistently repeated 
by Hoggatts friends that he 
procured the President to request 
my resignation.  I am greatly 
disappointed that Hoggatt should 
thus approve so malicious a 
lie about another official. 
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Have consented to Thompson 
publishing my Answer to Charges 
& Interrogatories to McCumber in 
his Labor Union paper.  He thinks 
it will both fill space and be of 

interest – I doubt the latter, 
but have consented to his wish. 
He will publish the announcement 
in his first issue tomorrow. 
His paper will represent the Miners 
Union – the Federation, - I do 
not think it will do either them 
or me harm for them to know 
the truth about the McKenzie 
-Nelson scheme to boss this 
region – it may assist in 
preventing the corrupt exploitation 
of the camp for that gang by Dodge 
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 -18th- 
Found Pratt guilty of 
Contempt for filing his bitter 
& contemptous affidavit 
& fined him $1.00 and 
sentenced him to imprisonment 
in jail for 1 hour, and suspended 
him from practice till February 
1st 1907. 
 -19- 
Sent Gov. Hoggatt today 
the following telegram: 
     “Will you send me for my 
official information by first 
mail copies of all letters or 
communications adressed by 
you to the Department or President 
complaining of my action, with = 
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=drawing your support or 
requesting my removal: Please 
answer by telegraph.” 
His newspaper at Juneau 
keeps asserting by innuendo 
that he is preparing secret 
charges against me, and I 
intend to make him show 
up face to face if possible. 
 -20- 
Hoggatt is of the Dodge 
Pratt, Manley bird evidently. 
He is afraid – or intends to 
attack me secretly – In answer 
to my telegram of yesterday 
he says by telegraph today: 
“You should apply secretary, Interior 
“and President who have all letters 
“written by me concerning you.” 
Well, I’ll wait for the next move & then 
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give him a broadside he wont 
soon forget.   I am greatly disap 
=pointed in that phase of his 
character – I supposed that 
he would say:  Here is my statement 
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and opinion of you – now what 
are you going to do about it? 
But, instead, he keeps in the 
dark, makes secret attacks 
and charges & refuses to face 
me even when challenged. 
I shant treat him that way 
 -21- 
This mornings Times 
has a long editorial attacking 
Dick, Ryan & Perkins as {for} being 
“McKenzie men.” – this from 
Dodge – who has for three 
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years been acting with McK 
=enzie, Nelson, McCumber 
Nye & Manley, in attacking 
me!!  Have just put Casey 
Moran, Ed. News, next to 
the true story hoping that 
he will roast them in return. 
Have disallowed Harlans 
Mch & June quar. Acts – & 
today forward to Atty. Genl. 
orders, accounts, &c. 
Acting upon Hoggatts suggestion 
I have this day written to Loeb, Sec. 
of the President, & to Garfield, Sec. of 
Interior, asking for copies of 
all the Gov’s letters against me. 
I also wrote a personal letter to 
Judge Ballinger, Comr. of the 
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Genl. Land Office, asking him 
to go to the Sec. & get me the letters. 
I also wrote Ballinger quite 
fully about the matter. 
 -22nd- 
The most glorious winter 
weather imaginable – 
the weather remains just about 
zero – clear & sparkling. 
     Casey Moran – the News – 
roasted the Times & Dodge 
last night for going back on 
their pal – McKenzie, 
- this mornings “Times” 
gives me a good editorial 
notice – of my Nome experience, 
& admits that McKenzie cant 
control me – it’s a weak effort. 
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 -23rd- 
Call of the motion calendar, 
and set cases for the next 
month – till Christmas 
and will then let jury go 
- if not before.  Judge Reid 
ought to be confirmed & get 

to the Territory sometime in 
December of January 1st 
 - 24 -   Sunday – 
Wrote letters – sent copies 
of statement of business done 
by me in way of final judgments 
to Atty. Genl. Bonaparte, Solc. 
Genl. Hoyt, Senator Knox, 
Vice Pres. Fairbanks, the P-I 
-Times &c. & wrote them letters 
thanking them for supporting 
me in my struggles &c. 
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 -25- 
Dinner last night to 
Capt. & Mrs. Barnette 
Mr & Mrs Perry – 
first formal dinner we 
have given this winter. 
 -26- 
Work from Press dispatches 
says that Judge Reid will 
leave Oklahoma on Dec 
8th for Valdes - & that he 
will hold a term there, & 
then come on in to Fairbanks. 
His clerk will come with 
him – his name is O. A. 
Wella.  This will break up 
our court calendar. 
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 -27- 
Shackleford, Ironig & Dodge 
are shouting – down in S.E. Alaska 
for another convention – to elect 
them as delegates to the Nat. 
Con.   Some fellows dont 
know when they’re licked. 
     Fine weather – just zero. 
Working in court – but will 
now only try cases that 
will not be appealed since 
there will not be time enough 
to make up bills of exception, &c. 
 -28th 
Thanksgiving Day- 
Warm – fine – slightly cloudy – 
A year ago it was 45º below 
zero.  Today it is 10º above - 
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Trails are fine & the whole fall 
has been pleasant. 
     The Miners Union is now the owner 
& publisher of the “Miners Union 
Bulletin.” – Thompson, Publisher.{Editor} 
He has prevailed upon me to let 
him publish my correspondence 
with Senator McCumber & the 
interrogations.  He is doing so 
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- and each week the Bulletin 
will have a chapter on the 
“Crime” as he calls it. 
 -29- 
Trial jury case for two days. 
Debbie had a nice luncheon 
party today – of her lady friends 
in the Bridge Whist Clubs. 
I paid W. H. Mockler 
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Two Hundred (200) dollars 
today for Assessment Work 
on Discovery Claim on Wolf 
Creek & 1st Bench off 
Dis. on Right Limit. 
Asst. Work for 1907 – 
Ivor Johnson owns 1/7 int 
in Dis. & Frank Maess 
1/8 in int. in 1st Bench R. L. 
Maess paid for me on our 
claim last year & I am 
paying him back, but 
Johnson will owe me 
$50.00 
 -30th- 
Nov. has been a glorious month. 
Nothing unusual - 
court work progressing 
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 Dec. 1. 
The Times this morning has 
a special telegram saying 
that Judge Reid wont 
leave Washington till he 
is confirmed.  Hope he 
has better luck about it 
than I’ve had. 
 -Dec. 2- 
George bought 1/8 int. in the 
Golden Gate Assoc. Cl. at the 
mouth of Cleary Creek.  I also 
have an 1/8 int. bought last 
spring from Mr. Harlan. 
 -3rd- 
Letter in court. 
Called a Special Term of 
Court to meet at Valdes 
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on January 6th 1908.  I did 
this because Judge Reid cannot 
do it after his arrival there for 
30 days  - it would throw 
him behind that much. 
If he does not want to hold 
the term it can lapse and 
no harm is done. 
Have joined the Curling Club. 
We have a new rink on 
2nd St. next to Perrys. 

The Dept. suspended $187.00 
of my Sept. quarterly account 
& I have today written 
a long explanation of 
the reason why I went to Valdes 
via Seattle & why I remained 
9 days in Dawson!! 
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 -4th- 
Recd. copy of the opinion of the 
Circuit Court of Appeals in the 
case of Charlton v Kelly & Hill. 
(2nd Alaska.532).  The opinion 
affirms my instructions in that 
case, and, in my judgment, 
makes it the most important 
case that I have ever decided. 
It finally settles the law for 
Alaska on questions of staking, 
recording, discovery & possession. 
It is creditable to me and the 
language of affirmation 
very flattering.  In view of 
all the abuse which has been heaped 
upon me in relation to these matters 
it is a matter of profound 
satisfaction to me. 
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 -5- 
Beautiful winter – clear 
& about zero – fine. 
     I am now taking interest 
in the Curling Club – and I 
find it good sport.  We have 
a rink on 2nd St. between 
Wickersham & Cowles – a 
first class place with double 
- or two rinks. 
     Wrote long letter to Sulzer, 
M. C. from New York, in answer 
to his rcd. yesterday.  He suggested 
law & business relations & I 
told him to make them specific. 
Wrote him to get Cale & Hoggatt 
together – and to supports the Presidents 
views on Alaskan legislation 
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Recd. telegram from Stephen 
Birch, Seattle, advising me 
not to invest money in Stibnite 
Mines – too late – its in. 
Still I was glad to hear from Birch 
as I feared he’d forgotten me. 
 -6- 
I was asked by Thompson, Ed. of 
the “Union Miners Bulletin” to meet 
tonight with Barnette, of the Fairbanks 
Banking Co.  Parsons of the Wash-Alaska 
Bank & Hurley of the First Nat. Bank 
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to hear a statement from some 
of the representatives of the Union 
in relation to a proposed settle 
=ment of the strike which was 
begun last spring and which 
threatens to continue next 
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spring with renewed vigor. 
We met in the court room at 
7 oclock. p.m. tonight and 
Stephenson, delegate from 
Treadwell, Moran, president 
of the Tanana Miners union 
and Cullen & Wedgwood of 
that Union met with us. 
  They stated their wishes: 
viz: That the Union be recognized 
that an eight hour day be agreed 
to with a wage of $5.00: and 
that they  made no point against 
non-Union men, except they 
wished liberty to secure them 
by persuasion to join the 
Union.   They said they 
wished to meet a committee    
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from the Miner Owners Union 
to consult about a compromise 
and settlement of differences 
& a settlement of the strike 
before spring.   We agreed 
to see the Mine Owners Union 
& try & arrange a meeting 
early next week. 
 -7- 
But little court work. 
Do not hear anything more about 
Judge Reid – his name does not 
appear to have been sent to the 
Senate for confirmation yet. 
     Sent $105.00 to Capt. Jarvis 
Seattle, to buy & send me 1000 
ore sacks for Stibnite Min. Co. 
at Kantishna. 
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 -8- 
Sent check of $50.90 to the 
Agent Wash. Life Ins. Co. Port 
land, Or. in payment of 
my semi-annual due Jany. 9. 
 -9th- 
Court work – nothing much. 
Beautiful weather. 
 -9th- 
Court – new trial in 
Warren v Foster today. 
Learned tonight that all 
three banks – Barnettes, 
1st Nat. & Wash – Alaska, 

are all in bad condition – 
& I expect that they will 
all join the Tanana Electric 
Co. soon - 
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 -10th- 
I drew out of Fairbank’s 
Bk. this morning the sum of 
$5304.50 being the amount 
of my savings deposit, and 
also $4800.00 which latter 
sum I loaned to Hill and 
Barnette, personally, for one 
(1) year, upon their joint 
note..int. 10% per annum. 
Financial matters outside 
look decidedly bad, - the 
Seattle Banks are all in a 
clearing house scheme – do 
not pay out cash, but only 
certificates: also Sunday Times 
contains account and I get 
other information that Causten 
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is annoying Barnette at 
Seattle by sundry doubtful 
suits, which damn his credit, 
stop his money flow, and do 
as much or more injury as if 
Barnette should pay the whole 
of Caustens claims.  Upon inquiry 
I find that the U.S. Marshal has 
no money & the Clerk but $7000 
in local banks.  The Clerks is  
in the First National, which was 
made a depository & the funds 
placed there by order of the  
department over my written objections. 
     {Dec 10} This mornings Times 
says, by telegraphic dispatches, 
that the Nat. Rep. Committee 
has refused to recognize the 
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action of the Juneau convention 
in naming 6 delegates, has 
cut the number to 2, and will 
insist upon another convention. 
The secret of this action is that 
the Committee is opposed to Taft 
for whom this Juneau Con. instructed 
and to Roosevelt. 
     Telegrams also say that Hoyt. 
was appointed Atty. Genl. of 
Porto Rico – a high sounding 
title with little salary - & just 
Hoyts size. 
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 -12th {11th}- 
Am having daily & hourly 
meetings almost with the 
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Com. of Union Miners & the 
Com. of Operators, trying 
to get compromise & 
settlement of Strike. 
     Tonight we got a final 
settlement so far as the two 
Committees are concerned, of the 
Strike of the miners begun 
nearly a year ago.  The 
Committee for the Miners were: 
Steffenson, Moran, Cullen 
& Wedgwood:  for the Mine 
Owners, Lawson, Hammill, 
Robertson, Rhodes & Riley; 
and the Committee on Arbi- 
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=tration.  Parsons, Barnette, 
Bonnifield & Wickersham. 
The effort was set on foot 
by Thompson, Ed. of the “Miners 
Union Bulletin,” and he 
seemed greatly pleased at 
the settlement.  The final 
terms agreed on are: 
Outlines of a Plan of Settlement of the Diff- 
=erences now existing between Mining Employees 
and Union Miners in the Fairbanks Mining District Alaska 
1. The employers shall pay not less than 
Five ($5.00) dollars per day of eight (8) hours 
and board, for Union Miners employed by 
them from April 1, 1908 to October 1, 1098. 
2. That Union men will work with non-Union 
men, without objection, and both parties 
shall fairly recognize the open shop 
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principle as applicable during the season. 
3. That the eight hour time shall not 
apply to pointmen, engineers and such 
other employees as necessarily must 
work longer to keep plant in operation. 
4. That neither employers nor Union 
men will seek to interfere with men at 
work in an effort to draw them away 
from or into the Union; all such efforts 
must be made out of work hours and 
so as not in any manner to interfere 
with the work in progress. 
5. That employers will not treat 
Union men differently than they do 
non-Union men, while either or 
both are employed, either in food, 
lodging, or manner or time of payment of 
wages; that the Union will not seek to 
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intermeddle with the control of the employer 
by walking delegates or other system. 
6. In the event of any operator being 
financially able to pay his men a portion 
of their wages from time to time he will 

do so without discount.” 
I wrote the first five and Parsons 
the 6th clause, - after talking, examining, 
weighing &c. &c. over & over again! 
for days.  Everyone on the several 
Committees was particularly pleased 
at the happy result.  The Union 
& the Assoc. will both submit the 
plan to their people on Saturday 
night & if it carries by a majority 
vote – the strike will be settled 
- I am pleased with the present 
result & urged it strongly on 
both organizations. 
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 -13 12th- 
The Fairbanks Banking Co 
failed to open its bank this 
morning:  it is closed for 
want of currency – not 
that it is not solvent and 
able to pay its depositors 
but because the currency 
of the camp has been sent 
outside.  The News issued 
an Extra Morning Ed. announcing 
the failure and printing a full 
statement by Barnette in 
which he gave the financial 
situation of the Bank and 
pledged his own private 
fortune to pay its debts. 
A “run” has begun on the 

Diary 13,  1907 
december12b 

First National  & the Washington 
-Alaska, and fear is that both 
will go under.  Barnettes 
Bank was not incorporated –  
it was a partnership concern 
& he and his partners, Woods 
& Hill are responsible individually 
for all its debts, but that is 
not true of the other two banks, 
and a failure there means 
great loss and damage. 
I also suspect that the 
First National will be found 
in a highly criminal shape. 
The government funds are in it 
& it is a government depository. 
Verily, the pessimist hath a day 
or two of happiness ahead. 
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 -14 {13th}- 
The Times this morning has 
four columns of the most vicious 
editorial against Barnette 
& the Bank!  The effect thereof 
was to make Barnette & his friends 
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mad – McGinn went to Bonnifield 
Pres. of First Nat. & told him that 
he withdrew as his attorney & now 
intended to fight everybody 
connected with the Times – That 
meant Manley, - Bonnifields 
backer & the heaviest stockholder 
& borrower in the 1st National. 
I am informed that Barnette & 
McGinn will begin both civil & 
criminal proceedings against 
Maddocks, Manley & Marquam. 
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     A year or so ago I tried a 
case from Eagle against Sneveley 
involving the Townsite v Homestead 
& Sneveley was beaten.  I had 
forgotten it until this morning 
when I received a threatening  
letter from him enclosing copies 
of two of the most scurrilous 
letters possible which he said 
he had sent to the President 
during this last summer. 
As I always do, I filed it {them} away 
and will forget that such a man 
as Snevely ever existed.  If 
I gave attention to every blackmailing 
blackguard in the country who attacks 
me I’d have nothing else to do. 
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 -14th - 
Heard the motion of de Journel & 
Dundas to compel Bonnifield 
- 1st Nat. Bk. to give security & to 
take oath as Receiver, in case of 
Cascaden v Dunbar. et. al. where 
they & attorneys for defendants had 
agreed to his appointment as 
their trustee – where they appointed 
him trustee – without bond or 
oath & at a time when they thought 
- that is Milles & De Journel did – 
more of Bonnifields friendship 
than of my fairness.  Refused 
to grant relief demanded. 
It was an attempt to hurt 
Bonnifield at a time when he 
is caught in a financial pinch. 
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 -15- 
The Morning News is out with 
big heading of “Charge of Embezz 
=lement against Roy Maddocks.” 
It seems that he owed Kellum 
several thousand dollars on the 
last summers division of 
gold dust and could not pro 
=duce the gold – he had used 

it in paying the Times expenses 
to blackguard me & others. 
The News says Mrs M  got 
his accusers to give him time 
& he probably got the money 
& paid it last night. 
It is an outrageous spread 
of printers ink – in perfect 
line with the Dodge-Maddocks 
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efforts – and therefore too 
contemptible for clean newspap 
-er men to indulge in.  Still, 
those who live by the sword, must 
expect to feel its point some 
time.   Anderson got his 
in the form of an indictment 
and trial for forging, & now 
Maddocks is blackened by 
unfair charges & Dodge will 
sooner or later be kicked 
by a mule! 
     The News this morning says 
that the Miner Owners accepted the 
terms of compromise last night 
but that the Miners Union rejected 
it!! and our labor was in vain. 
That means a bitter & prolonged fight. 
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 -16- 
The Banking situation is still 
more strained today.  Taking 
advantage of Sunday respite the 
1st Nat. & Wash-Alaska have 
entered into clearing house scheme 
- neither today will pay a dep 
=ositor but $50.00 for today 
& tomorrow & on Wednesday 
they will not pay money at all, 
but only certificates signed by the 
clearing house committee. 
     There is the worst feeling 
of pessimism, unrest & 
distrust in the town that has 
ever existed.  It is the full 
bloom of Dodge pessimism 
hatred, suspicion, & injustice. 
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It is rapidly growing worse, 
and Maddocks is now threatening 
to publish attacks on Mrs. Barnette 
& B  is threatening to attack him 
personally if he does – Further 
personal newspaper attacks 
on Marquam & Kellum are 
threatened – Really, Dodge 
=ism is a foul but blooming 
plant. 
 -17- 
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Checks on hand in Safety Dep. Vault 
in Ed. Steirs box. 
Date.  Nov 1, 1907. 416.66 
  “ Aug. 9,  “  416.67 
  “ Sep. 3   “  416.67 
  “ Sep 24  “  416.66 
  “ Oct 1,  “  416.67 
  “ Nov 5  “  377.60 
                  2460.93. 
All salary vouchers but the last and 
it is expense voucher. 
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The Times this morning contains 
a denial of the News Maddocks Em 
=bezzlement article & Kellum 
adds his denial!  That means 
that Kellum was, himself, threat 
=ened with exposure!! 
     At noon today Adams, lawyer, 
came down to the house to see me & 
said that he wished to make a 
proposition to employ me as 
attorney in a matter which could 
not possibly arise before me 
- but in Washington – for 
Bonnifield!  I understood 
it to mean in relation to his 
efforts to square himself with 
the Comptroller of the Currency 
- I told Adams that I 
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could not accept any such 
employment just now – not 
till I was relieved by Judge Reid 
and did not allow him to talk 
to me about it. 
     This afternoon Postmaster 
Clum called & said he had a 
telegram from the Comptroller 
asking him to suggest the name  
of a person for Receiver of the 
1st Nat. – Clum wished me to 
assist him in securing the appt. 
of Vachon, who is his promised 
son-in-law!  I suggested 
himself! and Ed. Stier. 
He went away without deciding 
anything.  I have since 
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learned that the First Nat. tele 
graphed to the Comptroller asking 
permission to go into the clearing 
house scheme – that Adams 
prepared the telegrams, - but that 
in Answer they had notice to 
close up – to do no more bus 
=iness & await appointment 
of a receiver!!  And thus 
new laurels adorn the brow 

of Dodge the pessimist! 
 -18- 
The 1st Nat. opened this 
morning – I learn 
that they have secured 
permission from the Controller 
to do so – but they are 
not yet on the clearing 
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house basis – Stier has 
been appointed Registrar & 
Clum & Preston, a valuation 
Com. for the 1st Nat. & the Wash 
-Alaska, who propose to 
act together.  The affairs 
of the W A  were in such 
shape that the Com. issued 
certificates for them, but 
refused to do so for the 
1st Nat. 
 -19- 
1st Nat. on clearing house 
basis today.  The news 
=papers have quit their 
warfare & the cowardly fear 
of Commercialism is doing 
what the Golden Rule 
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cannot do -  making 
the discordant elements peace 
ful and quiet. 
     The News tonight has a 
telegram from Washington 
saying that a hitch has occur 
=ed in the matter of the confirm 
=ation of Judge Reid, & 
that Harlan is in Washington 
- a candidate for the judgeship. 
 -20- 
Times this morning has a 
telegram that Judge Reid is 
in Seattle & will take the 
first boat for Valdes to 
hold court there.  I hope 
thats true for I want to go 
to work in my own office. 
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 -21- 
     On the 19th I sent a 
telegram to Gov. Hoggatt, Wash. D. C. 
asking for information about Judge 
Reid & where he would be here.  Recd. 
ans. today saying he was in Seattle 
on his way to Valdes.  Banking 
matters are settled down – the 1st Nat 
& W-A. are on a clearing house 
basis of repudiation and the 
Fairbanks Bk. will go on the same 
basis on Monday.  This scheme 
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is a practical repudiation of all 
their debts until after the clean 
=up in the spring and summer. 
- but its even then better than a 
receiver and 5% on the dollar! 
The newspaper blackguardism has 
also quieted down – the weather 
is fine & it’s a good time to rest. 
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 -22- 
This mornings News says that 
Harlan is on the carpet for an explan 
=ation in Washington – before the 
Atty. Genl. with Hoggatt acting 
as accuser.  The charges are not 
set out, but are said to be serious. 
The Sec. of the Interior attends also 
and I judge that Harlan is 
also accusing the Governor of 
being kindly disposed toward the 
Guggenheim’s at the Valdes 
examination of Hasey, Hazlett &c. 
for the Canyon shooting affray. 
If I had any doubt of the 
charges against Harlan being 
sustained – I’d get in & help the 
Governor, but think I’ll let 
em fight awhile. 
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     Met Parsons, Pres. W A. bank 
at Tanana Club last night & 
he intimated that his people would 
want me to attend to their law bus 
=iness after I go out of office. 
Barkis[?] is willin. 
 -23- 
McGinn & I had talk today 
about partnership – I told him 
that I thought him the best lawyer 
in Alaska, and that I wished to form 
a partnership with him, but that 
I objected to going into the Fairbanks 
Bk. Co. offices on account of the 
charges I was friendly to Barnette 
&c.  We left it at about that. 
Received telegram from Lathrop 
saying that Judge Reid desired 
me to appoint Jury Commissioner 
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& call grand & trial jurors for 
Jany 20th.  I telegraphed to 
John Y. Ostrander asking him to 
name some good democrat 
as jury commissioner. 
 -24- 
Another long talk today with Barn 
=ette about partnership with 
McGinn – nothing final. 
Telegram from Ostrander 

advising Anthony J. Dimond, 
as jury commissioner.  I made 
order appointing him & 
calling for drawing of juries 
for Jany 20th.  Heard case of 
Manley v Chute, application for 
temporary injunction today – 
advisment till 26th.  Cold 20º tonight. 
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 -25- 
Christmas Day. 
We attended a beautiful mid 
=night mass at Father Monroes 
church last night – mass per 
=formed by Father Crimont –  
& sermon by Father Corbley. 
    It got cold last night 
25º -30º below zero. 
     Delegate Cale asked me by 
letter, received last mail, to prepare 
a bill providing a limited form 
of legislative government for 
Alaska, and I am engaged 
in the work.  I am copying very 
closely after the Porto Rican 
bill – as that gives a strong argument 
for its passage by Congress. 
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 -26- 
Have determined to open an 
independent law office – 
and not become a mere retain 
=er, of Barnettes – as I would 
by going in to McGinns office 
I will open my own office & 
invite McGinn to join me 
- so that I can take business 
- and get it, too, from others 
than Barnette. 
Judge Reid left Seattle today. 
for Valdes – on Str. “Northwestern”. 
Granted Manley a temporary 
injunction against Chute, 
- an impartial act, since 
I think both are precious 
scoundrels. 
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 -27- 
Engaged on preparation or organic 
act giving Alaska a legislative 
assembly – preparing for Cale 
at his request. 
     It got cold Christmas Eve –  
but next morning it was warmer 
& now as usual – just around 
zero – beautiful winter weather. 
 -28- 
Court today : granted new trial 
in Heikella v Boucher – a mining 

- 29 - 



Alaska State Library – Historical Collections   Diary of James Wickersham 
MS 107 Diary 13            August 1st 1907 through February 12th 1908 

case tried last winter – also in 
Webster v Enlund on Dawson 
judgment.  Sustained demurrer 
to indictments in U.S. v McRea 
& Sweeney, &c.  Rented rooms 
from Ed. Stier in Hamilton Blk 
for offices - $75. per month. 
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 -29- 
Decided a lot of important 
matters yesterday, but could not 
finally adjourn because there 
are some things left over till Monday 
& Tuesday.  Telegram from Hender 
=son saying that Judge Reid would 
probably not get to Valdes until 
Jany 1st. 
This mornings paper says – telegraphic 
dispatches – that Hoggatt will be support 
=ed by the President – that Harlans 
case will be determined as soon as the 
President returns from Pine Knot 
- about next Monday – Harlan will 
be removed! 
Jack Healeys wedding reception 
was one glorious rousing drunk. 
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 -30- 
The Mine Owners Assoc. have 
now about concluded to employ 
Abe Spring, as their secretary 
& Organizer – a good choice. 
Sam Bonnifield is still in the 
Hospital suffering from nervous 
prostration on act. breaking 
of 1st Nat. Bank, - which, 
however, is still limping along 
after a repudiation of its 
debts – by paying certificates only – 
Busy getting all matters 
ready for severance of my 
official duties – my offices 
in the Hamilton block – just east 
of courthouse about ready 
for occupancy 
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     December 31st 1907. 
I intend to close the records 
of the court and adjourn tonight. 
     Seven and a half years 
ago when I came into the Yukon 
country as its first resident 
judge, there was not a court 
house nor any other public 
building, nor a public rec 
=ord nor any outward form 
of civil government in the 
whole great region from the 
boundary line to Asia!! 

from the Arctic to the Pacific!! 
I reached Eagle City on July 15, 
1900.  My party consisted of 
myself & wife & son Howard –  
Clerk of Court A. R. Heilig 
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wife, daughter Florence, son Reed, 
& Mrs. Heiligs sister, Mrs. Whittaker 
- a nurse.  Geo. G. Perry,U.S. Marsh. 
& Geo. A. Jeffery, court stenographer. 
We were met at the landing 
by Emil Query, mayor, and by 
the whole population of the  
camp & the dogs.  We had no 
houses, no offices, no money 
- no public money – nothing 
but a Commission from President 
McKinley appointing me judge 
and a set of blank records. 
Heilig & I rented a log cabin 
each, until we could build one 
- we built as soon as we could 
buy some logs – Geo. Dribelbis 
helped me build one – of 2 rooms 
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We set to work to collecting 
money from licenses – liquor, 
occupation, trade, mercantile &c 
and that winter we had enough 
money to and did build the 
first courthouse & jail in 
the great interior of Alaska 
- the first between Nome & 
Sitka- on the interior.  I also 
laid out & created the Eagle, 
Circle & Rampart precincts 
& appointed Comr’s. therein 
with powers as probate judges, 
justices of the peace, recorders 
& Coroner. 
     And this government 
was formed in the interior 
of Alaska in 1900. 
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To this date 35 cases 
decided by  me have been 
decided on appeal – 
24 were affirmed and 
11 were reversed – 
70% were affirmed and 
30%    “    reversed. 
Millions of dollars in value 
have bone through my hands 
- actually and in litigation 
- but no one has yet accused 
me of a graver crime in 
connection with decisions 
than favoring Barnette!! 
- a silly charge – easily 
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made, hard to prove & 
still harder to disprove! 
so Ill not try it. 

Diary 13,  1907 
december31e 

Heilig remained my clerk 
for 3 years and a half- 
for 4 years – one term – then 
Ed. Stier, - who goes out of 
office with me.  Geo. A. Jeffery 
is still with me – he will 
quit the government service 
& go into private practice 
     Telegrams from Washington 
say Harlan has resigned - 
     Court opened for the 
last time – for me as judge – 
this afternoon at 2 oclock. 
After several final formal 
matters had been disposed 
of – John Dillon, read 
an address – highly compliment 
=ary, and then on behalf of 
the bar presented me with a 
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beautiful gold watch, appro 
=priately inscribed – covered 
with small gold nuggets. 
I replied thanking them for 
the gift and making a 
short reminiscent talk on 
the establishment of the 
courts in the interior of 
Alaska – and we then 
informally formally adjourned 
court & had a smoker. 
 Jany 1st 1908. 
Cold - 45º below zero – foggy. 
We had a new years party at 
our house last night, - the 
ladies of the Bridge Whist 
Club & their own  husbands. 
We had a fine time!  Drank 
the old year out & the new one in. 
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spent the afternoon calling. 
This evening I received 
telegrams – from J. M. Lathrop 
Valdes, wishing me compliments 
of season, - from Henderson 
saying that Judge Reid had 
arrived there on this evening & 
one from Roediger saying that 
he was willing to undertake 
the newspaper combination in 
Fairbanks if arrangements could 
be made satisfactory = 
 Jany 2nd 
Telegraphed congratulations 
to J. M. Lathrop & Josie Der 

=ringer, married in Seattle & 
on boat to Valdes with Judge Reid. 
Also to Judge Reid offering to 
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assist him here if possible. 
Recd. ans. from Judge Reid saying 
“Many happy returns of the New Year.” 
     Am busy today arranging 
my office – getting in furniture. 
     Five minutes before 5 oclock in 
Tuesday evening, Dec. 31, de Journel 
& Heilig filed a motion for a new 
trial in Thomas v McEachern – 
Fenwick & James – an act in 
violation of their agreement in open 
court.  I made an order today 
overruling it – without even a 
hearing. and did right, too. 
     I gather from telegrams from 
Valdes that Judge Reid has not yet 
taken his oath office – probably 
awaiting confirmation. 
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 -3rd 5th   Sunday- 
Nothing new in public way today. 
Dinner at home tonight – Edgar & 
Lizzie, Fred Crouch & Charley Joynt 
- my boyhood schoolmate & playmate. 
We had a good dinner – it has 
turned warm – about zero again. 
 -6th –     Monday – 
Recd. telegram this morning from 
John Y. Ostrander saying that the 
first business transacted by 
Judge Reid at opening of court 
at Valdes was my admission to 
the bar.  So that I am now an 
Alaskan attorney as well as 
ex-judge.  Busy organizing an 
office.  Business is coming in 
& it looks all right. 
Warm - 5º above zero. 
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[newspaper clipping:] 
“FAIRBANKS DAILY NEWS 
JUDGE WICKERSHAM.  
     With the assumption of his duties 
as judge of the Third division, by 
Silas H. Reid, James Wickersham is 
released from the obligations of his 
former office and again assumes the 
labors of a good citizen. 
     The News, together with a large 
majority of the Tanana citizens, 
views with regret the retirement of 
James Wickersham to private life. 
For years he has been subjected to 
one of the fiercest assaults that have 
ever been made upon a man’s char- 
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acter, both as regards his public and 
private acts.  That he, or any man, 
should be able to withstand such an 
unmerciful and unprincipled attack 
is a matter of comment.  Yet through 
it all this man has stood unafraid 
and unscathed. 
     The fight that was made on Judge 
Wickersham has been the cause of 
more dissension among the people of 
this division than all other causes 
combined.  That it is over has caused 
a sigh of relief to arise from every 
man in the district.  That the man 
whose character was attacked has 
come out of the fray with a clean 
slate is a matter of pride to all. 
     In the years to come, when the 
smoke of battle has cleared away 
and people are able to look at the 
acts of Judge Wickersham and view his 
record without emotion, the verdict 
of the Alaskan historian will be that 
he was a man to whom the adjective 
great must be applied; that he is the 
one who stands pre-eminent among 
his contemporaries for the good he 
has accomplished.” 
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 -7th- 
Beautiful weather. 
Recd. big mail from the outside. 
Letters from Judge Day, Judge Rich, 
Col. Blethen, of the Seattle “Times”, Brainerd 
of the P-I. and Perkins of the Ledger, 
Geo. Baldwin & others, all speaking 
in the most friendly terms about 
my labors as judge – terminated 
by my resignation. 
Judge Day said: 
“Dear Judge Wickersham: 
I received a day or two ago your letter 
dated Nov. 12, with a clipping from the 
Fairbanks “Daily News,” reviewing your 
work as a judge in Alaska.  It’s a man’s 
work you have been doing there – admin 
=istering justice on the frontier, - and 
Alaska, not you, will be the loser by 
your laying it down to take up {again} the 
practice of your profession. 
     The men who shall follow you as 
judges in Alaska will find their path 
=way easier and safer for the trails which 
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you broke or blazed through a country 
little known to white men when you 
entered it. 
     You have had a stormy experience. 

That was inevitable to the man who first 
carried the law into mining camps on the 
outskirts of civilization and there 
enforced it fearlessly and without favor. 
It required great moral and physical 
courage to do that. 
     You owe no thanks to me for 
upholding you to the President. 
     I wish you the utmost success 
in your practice and would welcome 
seeing you whenever you come east. 
 Very sincerely yours, 
  W. A. Day 
“This letter is particularly gratifying 
to me – Judge Day was the Assistant 
to the Attorney General of the United States, 
and was specially sent by the Pres 
=ident in 1904 to investigate me. 
His report was strongly in my 
favor.  He is now Vice President 
- practically Genl. Manager, of the 
Equitable Life Assurance. Co.  N.Y. 
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Judge Rich is one of the judge 
of the Sup. Ct. Appellate Div. N.Y. 
and lives at Brooklyn, N.Y.  I 
met him last spring in Valdes. 
His letter is as strongly written 
as Judge Days – though without 
the interest to me that Days has. 
Letters from Darrell  - his boat 
is at S. Fran. & he met Frank 
there recently – Frank seems 
to be a tramp printer 
 -8- 
Made agreement, oral, with 
Parsons, Pres. Wash-Alaska 
Bank to act as attorney for 
the new bank being organized 
by him – a National Bank. 
He wants me to take some 
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stock and become a director 
and also act as Attorney for 
the Bank & the Railroad. 
I consented to do so.   He 
will leave in the morning 
for Seattle when the new Bank 
will be organized. 
 -9- 
Paid Peoples & others for 
furniture, carpets &c. for office. 
Am finished the bill for Cale 
for establishment of a 
Territorial Government in 
Alaska, and will get it 
off to him on the next mail. 
Have followed the Porto Rican 
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bill – also Oregon Territory bill. 
- made it simple & limited. 
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 -10- 
Perovich application for 
commutation is denied 
by the President! He mur 
=dered Jaconi, at night 
secretly, & robbed & burned 
the body & cabin.  He 
will now be hung – and 
it is a just punishment 
- conceding that the death 
penalty is ever just. 
The trial & execution of 
Fred. Hardy in 1901, for 
the murder of three prospectors 
on Unimak Is. gave security 
throughout the Aleutian 
Is. - & this will strike terror 
into the hearts of murderers 
in this frontier region. 

Diary 13,  1908 
january11and12 

 -11th- 
40º below this morning but 
fine weather – calm & quiet. 
     Kellum employed me yesterday 
in his financial squabble with 
Dunbar & the 1st Nat. Bank. 
Business is coming in O.K. 
[newspaper clipping:] 
“By the resignation of Judge Wick- 
ersham, Alaska loses the foremost 
member of her judiciary, whose bitter- 
est enemies, and he has made many, 
will not deny either his judicial abil- 
ity or his legal attainments. – Katalla 
Herald.” 
 -12- 
30º below this morning. 
Beautiful weather.  Attended 
AB Smoker last night & talked 
to the boys on paternalism – of 
miners, A.B’s Curling Rinks, &c. 
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 -13- 
The Montonegrin friends of 
Perovich are trying to get the 
Russian Consul to aid him, 
& Rev. S. Hall Young tells me that 
Perovich now says that he dont 
know whether he killed Jaconi 
or not – sometimes he thinks he 
did and sometimes not. 
He told Young, and Young came 
& told me that he, Perovich, belongs 
to the “Black Hand” Society whose 
basic idea is revenge on those 
whom they imagine have injured 

them - & he threatens me & others 
with the Vendetta in case he 
is hanged!!  I’ve been killed a 
dozen times before, by jaw smiths – 
and I guess I can stand it again. 
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 -14- 
John L. Dillon is now actually at 
work to help Perovich – to keep 
him from hanging - & he repeated 
more of the “Black Hand” threats 
to me.  I am surprised that a 
Marshal, Minister & Lawyer 
would permit such talk to 
go out and repeat it & seemingly 
encourage it by consulting 
with the men who talk it & 
then by repeating it seriously. 
Dillon told that his threats 
come from Perovich’s brother. 
     Weather growing warmer. 
     No telegraphic news. 
     Wires down. 
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 -15- 
Warmer.  Jeffry has been 
sick for two or three days. 
Attended “Charity Ball” 
given by the Catholic people 
tonight – in Gordons 
Rink.  A beautiful 
affair – more than 200 
couples present. 
     A regular Chinook 
wind is blowing and the 
thermometer has gone up 
to 30º above zero- 
 -16th- 
It is melting this morning 
32º above zero, warm 
& almost sultry. 
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 -17th- 
Caught a cold in consequence 
of the warm wave – played a good 
game of curling on the rink 
last night & had dinner at 
midnight with the Hamiltons 
The wires to the outside are down 
and no news – Mail last night 
- Louis D. Campbell, lawyer, mayor 
of Tacoma, banker, and otherwise a 
good citizen, died in California 
a few days ago.  Also my friend 
Babbitt, clerk, high Mason and 
friend – died suddenly in Tacoma. 
Weather cooler today.  We now 
have the office in shape and 
some little law business coming 
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in all the time – looks encouraging. 
[written in margin:] 
Letter from Darrell: is in So. Cal.  
on way to Magdalena Bay - 
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 -18th- 
Letter from D. T.[?] Boone today asking 
me to give him an opinion as to his 
(& Ben’s) status and rights against 
Manley in the case of Manly v Durand. 
   Tanana Club Annual Meeting 
& Election.  Barnette elected President 
& made a short talk and was  
received in a very cordial way. 
 -19- 
Sunday – 
10º below this morning, 35º below 
tonight. 
 -20th- 
45º below zero this morning 
Stier delivered my certificate of 
admission as an attorney at the 
Alaskan Bar – written in fine 
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penmanship by Mr. Rich H. 
Geoghegan. 
     Barnette and McGinn are 
attempting to reorganize their bank 
and are trying to take into it a 
number of the most prominent 
operators – including the Jessons, 
Berrys and other of my friends. 
I feel that I am being crowded 
out of things that I could have 
controlled if I had gone in with  
Barnette and McGinn and that 
I gained but little, in a business 
way, - nothing really, but present 
losses – by refusing their offers 
of cooperation and partnership. 
Still I am sure that I did right 
and that my position now cannot 
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be misunderstood by any one – 
- I care more for my own view of 
the situation than of any one else’s 
and I feel that I did right – 
I should have felt uncomfortable 
if I had bone in with them, and 
as it is I feel right – so what’s 
the difference, feel that my own 
conscience is clear, that to this 
date in Alaska I’v done only 
what an honest man ought to do. 
what I’v lost in money, and 
I’v lost much of that, I’v gained 
in the satisfaction that I’v done 
right.  I could not satisfy 
myself to go in with Barnette 

after the Anderson jury fixing 
case. 
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 -21st- 
Kellum told me today that 
Gov. Hoggatt had telegraphed 
to Claypool to get in his 
application for Dist. Atty. at 
once, - that means, so Kellum 
thinks – that Hoggatt favors Claypool. 
= The scheme seems to me to be – 
Claypool for Dist. Atty. & Clum for 
Congress!!  Barnette, McGinn & the 
Mine Owners Assoc. all work together 
for that end – and will all support 
Hoggatt in turn. 
 45º and 50º below zero and 
everything is closed down for a 
warmer day. Am working on 
Kellums case = gave Boone 
opinion today on Manley v  
Durand case. 
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 22nd 
Still 45º below zero – a heavy 
cold fog covers the earth. 
Claypool has just gone from my 
office – he wanted me to write a letter 
to the Atty. Gen. saying that he was {is} 
a competent person to hold the office 
of Dist. Atty. – not endorsing him 
but merely stating the fact of his 
experience and competency. 
I will not do it- and told him 
so – because I have not endorsed 
anyone and will not do so. 
Wrote to Cale saying 
that he ought to go to the President 
& insist that he be permitted to 
name the District Atty. for his own 
home town – thats the Washington 
rule of politics. 
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 -23rd- 
Warm this morning - 10º above 
zero – a change of 60º within 24 
hours! – but a change for the better. 
It is 25º above zero tonight 
a change of 75º degrees within 
48 hours.  Am amused about 
“Major” Clums latest.  He has had 
issued, in newspaper form, what 
he is pleased to call the “Clum 
Record” – in it he announces that 
he is a candidate for Delegate 
to Congress, and publishes, 
probably, every newspaper 
account of himself which 
has ever appeared.  It is one grand 
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display of silly vanity & 
ought to defeat even a great 
man – but it may not.  The 
Record is being distributed publicly. 
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 -24th- 
The “Times” this morning has the 
story that Judge Reid has authority 
from the Attorney-General to change 
the residence of the Court and Court 
officials to Valdes.  The least 
harmful effect of this action will 
be to divide the courts work at 
this place and double his salary, 
since he will get all his expenses 
while holding court here, where 
he ought to remain at least 
10 months out of the year.  My 
expense account was always 
small because I was forced 
to remain in Fairbanks the greater 
part of the year.  The removal 
will be a blow to Fairbanks. 
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 -25- 
Warm & pleasant. 
Sent copy of “Clum Record,” 
to Cale & pointed out that Claypool 
& Clum were working tandem. 
Hoggatt has beaten Cale out on 
appointments of postmasters at 
Skagway & Valdes & this will give 
Cale a chance to find out where 
he stands with the administra 
=tion – Hoggatt will endorse 
Claypool!  Clegg & Latimer 
are candidates - Latimer 
says Cale has endorsed him! 
Long letter from correspondent 
in Valdes about Reids reception 
He said he knew nothing about 
the mining laws, but he knew the 
homestead laws!!  He talks 
friendly about me. 
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 -27- 
Pleasant weather – busy in 
office & it seems as if I am to 
have plenty of work. 
 -28- 
Rev. Mr. Betticher came today 
to warn me of threats made by 
Perovich that I am to be killed 
by the “Blackhand Society” in case 
of his execution.  I gave him 
my opinion that it would be an 
outrage upon law, society and 
the church if he paraded Perovichs 
body through town – to the church 

& thence back to the cemetery in 
a public funeral – that it would 
also convince his misguided followers 
of the “Black Hand” that the Church 
approved Perovich, his crime & the 
condemnation of those officials who 
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brought him to justice. 
     The “Unions” are going to have a 
public meeting on Friday evening 
to explain their position to the people 
of Fairbanks – they sent Cullen 
to asked me to present and to 
preside – I told him I would 
not do so – but the News tonight 
says I am to preside and have 
consented to speak!!  I am 
sorry they cant let me alone. 
 -29- 
The “Union” has flooded the town 
with posters giving me as one of 
the speakers in their meeting 
tomorrow night.  Abe Spring 
came to see me on behalf of the 
“Mine Owners Assoc” & I told 
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that I had been asked but had refused 
to either preside or speak. 
George Jeffery went to the Creeks 
on Sunday and has’nt got back 
yet.  It’s his first visit to the 
Creeks, and he needs the change. 
 -30th- 
Still warm & nice weather. 
Peter Vidovich is the most enlight 
=ened and sensible of the Slavonians 
here, and he is intensely interested 
in the Perovich case.  They received 
a telegram from Dillon this morning 
saying “Motion argued 
yesterday.  Denied this morning. 
Can do no more.”  Vidovich came 
to me & begged me to help them 

Diary 13,  1908 
january30b 

which I have done by sending 
telegrams to Dillon urging him to 
apply for habeas corpus & on denial 
to appeal.  Also to employ Ostra 
=nder & one of Judge Reids 
colony – Vidovich asked me 
to notify {say to them} that that he would 
guarantee reasonable attorney 
fees, which I did.  Peter 
seems to be afraid – he promised 
to pay me any sum of money 
if I could get a stay of the 
death penalty.  Dillon 
could do it if he was nt so 
lazy -  they now think that 
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Dillon bounced them & knew 
that he could do nothing! 
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I sent telegrams this aftrenoon 
and at 8 oclock we had telegrams 
back saying to telegraph bond 
that appeal had been allowed 
in Perovich case!!  Vidovich 
is acting with great energy. 
- Marshal Perry first telephoned 
me that he has telegram that 
appeal is allowed also! 
Sent telegram to Dillon calling 
his attention to secs. 766 & 1040. 
U.S. Rev. Stat. which settle the 
rule to be followed.” 
 -31st- 
Sent a telegram to Judge 
Reid this morning saying, 
“I did not discover force of 
Sec. 1040. R.S. U.S. until long 
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long after advice to Marshal. 
It makes the case so different 
that my judgment now is that court 
ought to grant stay of execution 
pending appeal.  Have so advised 
Marshal.  Show this district attorney 
and Dillon.” 
     Did not send the above 
telegram – Sargeant Merrill of 
the Signal Corps just brought it back 
to me with the information that the 
Marshal had just received a telegram 
making it unnecessary to send it. 
Marshal brought me his telegram 
“The President has granted repreive 
“to Vuko Perovich till the first of Friday 
“in March 1908, answer.  Bonaparte. 
  Atty. Genl.” 
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After constantly bombarding Dillon 
with telegrams received telegrams from 
him tonight showing that he had 
taken an appeal from the denial 
of the Writ of Habeas Corpus & that 
a stay of execution was granted & the 
hanging prevented for the present. 
     (Learned from Peter Vidovich that 120 
Montenegrins – miners – met in town at his 
warehouse tonight – they fully intended to 
attempt a rescue of Perovich – because 
of the dishonor of having one of their country 
men hanged – the first in the interior of 
Alaska.  Vidovich was scared white 
- he certainly thinks there would have 
been an attack on the jail & people killed 
but for the repreive - & the appeal.) 
Peter told me he thought his own 

life in great danger. 
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 Feb. 1, 1908. 
Bot Edgars ½ interest in machinery 
owned by him & Fred Crouch = $500.00 
This leaves him still owing me 
$290.00  Nothing much today. 
Beautiful weather – the finest winter 
I ever saw. 
 -Feb. 3- 
The fight is on between the 
Mine Owners Assoc. & the Miners 
Union – and we are to have 
squabbles, tie ups and trouble 
this summer instead of 
work, wages and wealth. 
The Union is now threatening 
and bulldozing non-Union 
laborers – the Union is a slave 
driver - & as bad as the Trusts. 
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Have just received a letter from 
Garfield, Sec. of the Interior 
enclosing a copy of Governor 
Hoggatts letter to the President 
withdrawing his recommendation 
in my favor.  Hoggatts letter 
is a tame one – he says that 
having noticed my behavior 
at Juneau, and having consulted 
with people in at Fairbanks 
he thinks my longer continuance 
on the bench inadvisable!! 
His letter was dated Sept. 13, 
while my letter of resignation 
was dated Sept. 6th – a week 
before.  The Secretary calls 
attention to that fact, and 
says that he is also authorized 

Diary 13,  1908 
february03cand04a 

by the Attorney General to say 
to me that Governor Hoggatts 
letter had nothing whatever 
to do with the acceptance 
of my resignation.  In 
answer I thanked Garfield 
& said to him that the matter 
was now closed so far as I 
am concerned.  But I cant 
help but remark to myself 
that I am ahead of the Governor 
on the face of the correspondence. 
 -4th- 
The fight between the Operators 
& Union is getting warmer. 
A lot of striker are arrested 
- and both sides have been 
to me today to take part. 

Diary 13,  1908 in the case – but I refused 
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february04band05 both.  I am going to keep 

out of merely bitter fights 
that dont concern me or pay 
me a fee or do me any good. 
     Telegraphic dispatches 
say that Circuit Court of Appeals 
reversed me in the case of 
Johansen v White and affirmed 
me in Katalla railroad case. 
 -5- 
Recd. information that Judge 
Reid may not come to Fairbanks 
until in June, - he, too, 
seems to be having trouble 
about confirmation & does 
not want to get too far away 
until the matter is settled!!! 

Diary 13,  1908 
february06and08 

 -6th- 
Recd. telegram from Dillon 
saying that he had secured a 
stay of execution in the Perovich 
case until final judgment on 
appeal. 
 -8th- 
Attended St Mathews Ball last night. 
Bishop Rowe had reception before the ball, 
- but at the ball.  The Union strikers 
have sent out 50 men to guard 
the Valdes trail & turn incoming 
laborers back – they (the strikers) 
are armed with rifles & have already 
held up the stage mail, &c. and 
roused great excitement.  The 
business men of Fairbanks, in News 
last night denounced the Union 
as a menace to the camp & declared 
they would support the operators!! 

Diary 13,  1908 
february10and11 

 -10- 
Went out to Esther Creek today 
to examine stakes, lines, &c on 
overlap between Smith & Jesson’s 
bench claims.  I represent Smith 
Erwin & Fisher, who want to quiet 
their title &c.  Fine day & I enjoyed 
my visit greatly.  There are “plants” 
- boilers, hoisting works on every 
claim from way above Discovery 
down almost to the railroad & 
the Creek is a thriving camp. 
 -11- 
George Dribelbis got in today 
from Valdes - & he is highly interest 
=ing in his descriptions of Judge 
Reid & his Oklahoma friends. 
- he says they are “hungry.” 

Diary 13,  1908  -12- 

february12a Vidovich who is appearing 
for Yuko Perovich, got all the 
petitions &c. off to President today 
asking for the commutation of 
the death sentence to life imprisonment. 
     Much threatening of trouble from 
the Union men – strikers – against the 
incoming workmen.  30 of latter 
got in last night – Abe Spring 
went out on the trail & brought them 
in – after Perry  had forced the Union 
strikers to quit patroling & come in 
Several hundred strikers have gathe 
red today in the street in front of the 
lodging house where the non-Union 
men are, & seek to intimidate them 
by incendiary speeches, threats, &c 

Diary 13,  1908 
february12band13 

They sought to assault & mob Abe 
Spring & but for the deputy Marshal 
with drawn revolver would have done so. 
Things resemble the old “Chinese Exodus” 
days in Tacoma – only here the Marshal 
is not in sympathy & is acting with 
vigor – and 30-40 Winchester rifles! 
 -13- 
Attended Masonic lodge last night 
- work in 3rd – first in the Tanana 
or Yukon country.  Lodge has 
been in existence during January 
- I have attended – its first work in 
the 1st or 2nd The lodge room is in 
the Auditorium, corner 2nd & Wickersham 
Sts:  Bob Taylor is Master.   Barbour 
of Wash-Alaska Bank advised with me yester 
day, and today he quit receiving certificates 
of the 1st Nat. Bank and is going upon a 
cash basis.  Stier & the trustees object 
some but it will come all right. 
     Strike situation quiet. 

Diary 13,  1907-8 
inside back cover 

[newspaper clipping:] 
“WICKERSHAM RESIGNS 
     James Wickersham, judge of the Third district 
of Alaska, has resigned his office, and will enter 
upon the practice of law in Fairbanks. 
     For years a bitter fight has been waged against 
Judge Wickersham by his enemies in Tanana. 
Charges of every kind have been filed against 
him at Washington, none of which have been 
sustained.  During the summer the anti-Wickersham 
forces dropped the fight, whereupon Judge 
Wickersham resigned.  President Roosevelt had 
personally assured the Judge that he would again 
hand in his name to congress this year, but private 
practice in Tanana is more alluring and more 
profitable than a judgship, so it is James  
Wickersham, Esq., from now on.” 
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Tanana Miner (Chena) 
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[Clipping – portrait of James Wickersham] 

Diary 14,  1908 
February 14 

Feb 14, 1908. 
Fairbanks ------------------------------------------  Alaska. 
The citizens have formed three companies and are 
armed with rifles and ready to put down the 
Western Federation rioters if any effort is made to 
attack non-Union men or burn the town as they 
have threatened. 
The saloons are still closed.  Marshal Perry will 
undertake to take the non-Union men out to the 
Creeks tomorrow - and no one can tell what will be 
done by the strikers there.  The business men have 
acted in a drastic and effective way toward the 
“Times” - every business advertisement in town was 
taken out yesterday and it looked lean & hungry this 
morning - it headed its editorial columns with a wail 
- and the statement that it would continue its 
course of support to the strikers. 

Diary 14,  1908 
February 15 

-15- 
Attended the A.B. Ball last night at the Aud 
=itorium – Debbie & I.  As neither of us 
dance we spent the evening in a box visiting 
with our friends – and a pleasant evening too. 
The Hall was beautifully decorated – with flags 
& special scenery of roadhouse life. 
     The citizens have evidently cowed the 
bully in the Western Federation – this morn 
=ing the strike breakers were sent out to 
the creeks without notice – in town.  A 
number of deputies went with them and 
there may be trouble on the Creeks.  The 

“Times”, stripped of every advertisement is 
whining like a whipped dog – its 
burden is that “the people are fools & 
wont help those who help them.” 
Beautiful weather – spring’s coming. 

Diary 14,  1908 
February 16 

-16th - 
Sunday - Barbour of the Washington - Alaska Bank 
consulted with me yesterday and also today about 
the conditions of the issue of certificates made by 
his bank in connection with the First National at the 
time of the closing of the Fairbanks Bank.  
Barbour’s bank has issued about $25,000.00 & the 
First Nat. about $100,000, and all certificates say on 
their face that either bank will receive them on 
deposit as cash.  A difficulty has now arisen 
between them because the 1st Nat. wont accept 
their own certificates from the W-A, and give 
outside exchange – where as they will accept them 
for outside exchange from outsiders.  Advised him 
fully about matter - Barbour employed me as 
attorney for the bank - temporary agreement 
$1200. per annum fees for papers & for suits. 

Diary 14,  1908 
February 17 

-17- 
Jesse Noble of the Dome City Bank employed me 
today as attorney for that bank - $1000. per annum 
retainer - fees for papers & attorneys fees allowed in 
notes & mortgages & reasonable fees in other 
cases. 
The “Strike” is quieting down - strike breakers have 
all gone to the Creek & no trouble so far. 

-18th - 
Mail in this morning from outside – Recd. a long 
letter from Mrs. Condon saying that her husband 
had deserted her taking the money of both. &c. &c.   
She wrote requesting me to act as her attorney & 
try & get something for her out of their interests on 
Dome Creek.  Have been looking up their titles – 
and find that J.K. Brown atty. is running the mine 
for them & that they owe the Wash-Alaska bank 
about $21,000.00 &c. I wrote to 

Diary 14,  1908 
February 18-20 

18 
Her saying that I would care for her interests. 
 

Perry just showed me a confidential report from 
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Lathrop, dep. marshal, Valdes, saying that there 
are 3 special men there from the Dept. of Interior - 
or Secret Service looking up Harlan, Hoggatt, etc.  
Hope they come on over to Fairbanks!!! 

-20th - 
McGinn came to see me again and insists that I 
ought to run for Delegate to Congress.  I was weak 
enough to listen with satisfaction but I can’t make 
up my mind that I ought to do so.  The Times this 
morning says Cale is not to be an active candidate 
and roasts him editorially.  Clum, the Times & the 
Western Federation - the Miners Union officials, 
seem to be trying 

Diary 14,  1908 
February 20-21 

20 
to form a combination for Clum and against Cale. - 
Fred Martins saloon is the headquarters of the 
scheme -the worst “bum” resort in the Tanana.  I 
certainly wont do anything against Cale!  It now 
looks as if the Barnette, McGinn, Mine Owners 
Assoc. will also appose Cale, though he has done 
nothing to justify them in doing so, except that at 
one time he, too, stood with a Mine Owners Assoc. 
for law & Order - for which the Federation now calls 
him a "Pinkerton” & the Mine Owners Assoc. are 
too damned selfish to resent it and stay by him. 

-21st - 
Little Charley Robe broke through a waterhole on 
the river in front of the hospital this afternoon, while 
trying to rescue his little sister who first broke 
through, and 

Diary 14,  1908 
February 21-22 

21 
was drawn under the ice and drowned.  His sister 
was rescued.  He was 6 years old.  He was a 
beautiful child, the only son and his death has 
caused great sympathy for his father, mother and 
sister. 
The Masonic ball tonight was a beautiful function -
largely attended, and a happy and profitable affair. 

-22- 
The law business is coming to me in a very 
satisfactory way.  I am now employed by the 
Washington-Alaska Bank, the Dome City Bank and 
other good steady clients.  The W-A bank pays me 
$1200. & the Dome City $1000. as yearly retainer – 

and the usual prices for all the work I do besides.  
My cash income for this month - 22,days - is much- 
greater than my salary as judge, and it looks as if I 
could rely on a greater income from my business 
than I received as judge. 

Diary 14,  1908 
February 23-24 

-23- 
A large number of volunteers working in the river 
just below where Charley Robe was drowned 
trying to recover his body – but so far without 
success. 

-24- 
My friend Lapp - from Cape Prince of Wales - in town 
on his way from Nome outside.  Telegram to 
McGinn from San Francisco that the case of Manley 
v. Boone is sent back - but affirmed on the principal 
question - that is, that a mining claim should be 
partitioned between co-tenants and not sold over 
the objection of some of them - to their damage - 
that the majority cannot sell for great loss & buy in 
& thus squeeze out the smaller holders - Evidently 
a correct statement of the law & in support of my 
opinion - 2 Alaska. 552. 

Diary 14,  1908 
February 25-26 

- 25- 
Valdez State in today - Mr. Harlan, Dist. Atty. on board.  A 
day or so ago - in view of the charges and counter-
charges between him & Gov. Hoggatt I wrote a 
personal letter to Bonaparte, Atty. Genl. asking him to 
send a secret service man in here to look up the 
testimony as to Harlan’s actions with his woman, and 
his & others actions in re-fixing the Anderson Jury.  I 
think these matters ought to be investigated but I do 
not feel that I ought - under the circumstances - to take 
the lead - the Dept. of Justice is organized for that 
purpose.  

- 26- 
"Harlan is out in an interview in the “News” accusing 
Hoggatt of trying to “handle” him in the interest of the 
“Guggenheims”, at Valdes in the railway shooting 
scrape there!! 

Diary 14,  1908 
February 27- 
March 1 

-27- 
Fine basket ball game tonight at the A.B. Hall, between 
Mrs. McGinn's team & Miss Trimmer's - the latter won 
28 to 13.  Mrs. W- was patroness for Miss Trimmer & 
the Bridge Club sat in the box with her & cheered 
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Miss T-who is a Bridge member - on to victory - It was 
a fine game - the boys played an exciting game 
afterward. 

A regular March gale blowing - warm but windy - & 
snow flying like Valdes. 

-28- 
A beautiful warm – sunny morning. 

-29th - 
Nothing new. 

-March 1st - 
Debbie & I went out & spent the day on Ester Creek -I 
visited No 2. above & explored the old underground 
workings for Tindall & Finn, and then out with Belsea.  A 
fine day and Debbie greatly enjoyed the trip. 

Diary 14,  1908  
March 2-4 

-2- 
McGinn came to see me today on the subject of politics 
- I told him that I would not be a candidate for Delegate 
to Congress - nor to the National Convention - that I am 
out of political life and intend to remain out. 
The Miners Union Bulletin, however, insists on ment-
ioning me as a candidate - but let them do so, it does 
not hurt me & seems to afford them something to talk 
about. Filed my first case in court today – Kehoe v Howell 
– for recovery of $1320. on  a Yukon Ter. judgment.  I  
have other cases ready but 

-4- 
Recd, telegram from Rust. Tacoma Smelter, saying rock in 
Kantishna quartz mines runs only $5.00 to the ton.  Lloyd 
was very greatly surprised - he was stunned by the news - 
and gave me more 
 

Diary 14,  1908  
March 4-5 

-4- 
confidence in his integrity than I have heretofor had.  I am 
going to have other tests made to assist him for at that rate 
is ore is valueless in its inaccessible location. 

My Montenegro friends staked me in, today, with Darrell, 
in a group of eight claims on Engineer Creek, -giving me 1/4 
of the whole. 
My law business is picking up in good shape and I am 
working hard - and it seems only begun. 
 

-5- 
Begun suit of Nelson v. Manley - in re. water rights on Rhode 
Island creek near Hot Springs & Rampart.  It is an 

interesting case from a law point of view - Also began suit 
Shuman v. Schuman – divorce. Killum case is languishing – 
he is afraid to begin it - & wants to compromise & settle. 

Diary 14,  1908  
March 5-7 

5 
It is fine weather - a breath of spring - warm -snowing - 
milling - the winters gone. 
 Two workmen who were persistently dragging 
the river a hundred feet below where Charlie Robe was 
drowned found his body today.   I gave Hamilton a check 
for $100. to assist in paying a reward of $250. which Mr. 
Robe had offered for finding the body.  Barnette, Hill, 
Claypool, Dribelbis, Hamilton & others paid the reward of 
$1000. so the men got quite a sum for their success. 
 Judge Reid was confirmed by the United 
States Senate today.   

Well!! 
-7- 

Recd. telegram from Frank H. Hitchcock, Taft’s 
manager, Washington D.C. asking where we were 
to hold prisoners for Ketchikan convention.  Will 
answer Monday after talking with men here and 
concluding about it. 

Diary 14,  1908  
March 8-9 

-8- 
Dinner – Mr. & Mrs. McGinn & Mr. & Mrs. Sullivan.  
Fine weather. 
 

-9- 
Recd. telegram this morning from Cale: 
“Letter received, bill introduced.  Secure delegation 
against Hoggatt  - Corson combine fighting me & 
home rule”.  McGinn came over to see me & said 
that he had invited a number of Republicans to his 
office at 8 o’clock to organize a Republican meeting 
&c. for the primaries to choose delegates to the 
Ketchikan convention.  We met - supposedly as 
Cale men, but Dr. Hall, Dr. Myers & Jackson, the 
surveyor, soon announced that they favored Clum 
& the question arose whether Clum was gang to go 
into the Regular Republican fight, or intended to run 
as an Independent.  McGinn 

Diary 14,  1908  
March 9 

9 
then told me that he had been assisting Clum with 
money & advice in his campaign & upon 
suggestion of Dan. Jonas, Dr. Hall and McGinn 
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went to see Clum to ascertain if he intended to run 
Independent or seek the Republican nomination.  
After an hour they returned & reported that Clem 
desired more time - until tomorrow evening to 
determine the question.  There was nothing else to 
do – with McGinn, Hall, Jackson & Myers – whom I 
supposed all Cale men in favor of Clum - so 
unexpectedly there was nothing else to do but to 
adjourn - & we did. 

It was said for Clum that the Times crowd & the 
Western Federation under Steffensen would 
support him - & when McGinn & others who 
represented the strongest opposition to the Times 
Federationists for him - nothing remained but to 
take a new start. 

Diary 14,  1908  
March 10 

-10th - 
The “Times” this morning has issued a call for a 
Republican mass meeting tonight at the 
Auditorium, and in a labored editorial announces 
that an attempt is being made to endorse Corson, 
against Cale!!  They say nothing about Clum, but 
seem to be trying to fool the people into believing 
that they are for Cale! 

Later: McGinn came in & said he intended to 
issue an interview saying that tonight’s meeting 
was without the authority of the Central Committee 
- but he seems to want them to act, as it will be 
unauthorized - then he will call the regular primary 
& give the latter the credentials. Evidently Clum 
gave away last nights meeting to the “'Times”. 

Diary 14,  1908  
March 10-11 

-10- 
I answered Hitchcock’s telegram today – he is 
Taft’s Manager. – as follows: Hon F. H. Hitchcock, 
Washington D.C. 
 Breaking rivers present impossible get 
interior. “ Things progressing. Date for primaries not 
named.  Soon.” 
 Intended to send him a different telegram – 
but it meant something and that’l never do. 

-11- 
“Times” mass meeting last night at the Eagle Hall 
consisted of the California saloon - Western 
Federation crowd - 317men.  They appointed 
primary election officers, fixed Saturday for holding 

the primary election for electing 14 delegates to 
the Ketchikan convention, listened to “Major” Clum 
plead for peace, organized the “Taft Rep. Club”, 
With Judge Pratt as Pres. and adjourned!! 

Diary 14,  1908  
March 12-13 

-12- 
Times this morning denounces McGinn’s notice saying 
that their call was unauthorized & publish a telegram 
from Geo. Irving, of Ketchikan saying that they have 
the right to call an election – they refer to Irving’s 
telegram as “an authoritative determination of the 
matter by the Territorial Republican committee”. 
Irving was the chairman of the territorial convention two 
years ago – he is now a last year’s bird’s nest – but a 
willing tool and liar. 

-13- 
Wells, the new clerk of the District Court, arrived here on 
the stage this morning - or last night - I don’t know 
which.  I met him - he is a high, smooth shaven man, 
and looks like a good man & I hope he is. 

Diary 14,  1908  
March 14-15 

-14- 
“Times” this morning has dispatches saying that Cale is 
not candidate for renomination for delegate - it has an 
interview with Cale to that effect.  I am in great doubt 
about the truth of the telegram, although today the News 
has similar telegrams. 
The Times-Federation primaries are being held this 
afternoon - no contest.  McGinn intends to call the 
regular Republican primaries at a later date. - & let 
them go today - & see how many there are &c. 

-15- 
A shooting scrape occurred at the Ry depot this 
morning as a crowd of strike breakers were going out 
to the creeks on the train - Dribelbis & Phil. North - 
deputy marshals, were 

Diary 14,  1908  
March 15 

15 
there and undertook to prevent a crowed of strikers 
from assaulting the men & a row started & a Slavonian 
striker fired 5 shots at the deputies - then ran into the 
Miners Home Saloon - the marshals beat up a few 
heads but got the men off on the train.  They then went 
to search for the fellow who did the shooting and found 
him in a backroom of the Western Federation Hall - out 
of which Steffensen had just come.  Warrants issued for 
several, including Steffensen, the leader of the W. F. of 

 4



Alaska State Library – Historical Collections         Diary of James Wickersham  
MS 107 BOX 2  DIARY 14           Feb. 14, 1908 through Oct. 12, 1908 

M. Cullen, their Secretary, and Priestly, their editorial 
firebrand.  A telegram was sent to Judge Reid asking 
him to revoke the saloon licenses of the “Miners 
Home” & the “California” - both of which are resorts 
of criminal agitators & hotbeds of crime. 

Diary 14,  1908  
March 15-16 

15 
The telegram was signed by Perry, U.S. Marshal, 
Stier, Clerk, Harlan, Dist. Atty. Erwin, Comr. Wells, 
Judge Reid’s new clerk, & I - I signed so that judge 
Reid would not hesitate in fear of his action 
reflecting upon me, & because I am satisfied that a 
revocation of those two licenses will do more to 
settle the pall of crime, intimidation, and fear which 
now hovers over the camp than a dozen U.S. 
deputies. 

-16- 
Everything quiet today - Priestly, the Editor of the 
Miners Union Bulletin gave bond & got out of jail 
last night - bail was also finally given for 
Steffensen, but as he was released on that charge 
he was rearrested on a more serious one & put in 
jail again, & thus the situation stands. 

Diary 14,  1908  
March 16-17 

16 
The stage came in tonight - Tozier was aboard & he 
& John L. McGinn have just called - Tozier says he 
is supporting Corson for Delegate to Congress, - 
that Corson & Johnson his partner will put up 
$50,000 - My, but won’t the hungry newspaper men 
set up? 

-17- 
Times roasts me & the “gang” this morning for 
interfering with the license of the California - saloon 
- they “holler” two columns, - its good for their 
morals - if they ever had such “innards”.  
Henderson, deputy clerk, came in today - reports 
things O.K.  Bought Jerry Corsbys library of law 
books today - U.S. Pacific Rep. California Rep. etc. 
which gives me a fine law library.  Am going to 
Catholic Ball tonight. 

Diary 14,  1908  
March 18 

-18- 
The “News” Editorial last night was so vitriolic and 
to the point, - that the Times was very mild this 
morning in the defense of the California Saloon. 
They are pushing their petition for signatures, and 

many weak kneed business men are signing it, but 
those who are really in favor of cleanly and orderly 
administration of city affairs & the settlement of the 
strike are against them.  It was a blow to disorder & 
rioting when the licensed were revoked & will do 
more than a hundred deputy marshals to preserve 
order.  “Strike breakers” as they are called by the 
strikers - independent laborers who do not belong to 
the Union are coming in today - walking from 
Valdez.  The strike is about broken & must fail - & 
Steffensen the Organizer, & inciter to Riot, is in jail 
& liable to remain there until court convenes. 

Diary 14,  1908  
March 18-20 

-18- 
Trouble is brewing at the Dome City Bank - Jesse 
Noble is drinking & making a fool of himself 
generally, but particularly in fighting with his wife’s 
sisters who have the money in the bank.  Margaret 
Mulrooney - his wife’s sister - told me today that he 
drank 10 bottles of champagne last night -which is 
going some for even a “rough-neck” miner. 

Darrell is back in Bremerton. 
-20- 

Telegram today appointing Strong, from Chena jury 
commissioner with Stier to draw juries for April 
term of court.  I do not know Strong but “they say”' 
he is a Union man - well, I don’t care, I can get 
along with any jury that anyone else can.  Nothing 
doing in politics; I have informed my friends that I 
would not be a candidate for Congress or anything 
else - so there, now. 

Diary 14,  1908  
March 21 

-21- 
Bruce was defeated last night curling - three rinks 
now a tie – Bruce Mowatt & Hingston.  We may 
have to play a series of games to decide the 
championship.  Warm, windy & snowing – regular 
March weather.  Business enough to keep me busy - 
The new Clerk, Wells, is here but wont take office 
till April 1, but two new deputies took hold 
yesterday - and Stier “roared” and fumed and made 
himself generally disagreeable.  Erwin, Com. has 
sent in his resignation to take effect April 1, and is 
pleasant about it.  Dodge-Maddocks etc. are now 
pressing their attentions upon the new men & 
trying to form alliances with them -really, they think 
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all officials are dishonest & they are trying to get in 
first - hardly complimentary to the new men - I'll 
keep away. 

Diary 14,  1908  
March 22-23 

-22- 
Working all day in office on a case which needs to be 
ready tomorrow morning.  The Times this morning 
compliments McDonald, one of the deputy clerks - 
he was at Maddock's with Noyes & others to dinner 
a night or two ago - they are making hay while the 
sun shines. 

-23rd - 
Began case of Jurack v Dunbar et. al. small case 
of fraud &c.  Also begun case of Smith v Jesson – 
an Ester Creek mining case & 

We had a meeting of the stockholders of the 
Alaska Stibnite Co. and the Conwel Gold Min. Co. 
tonight at Heiligs office.  It seems that Lloyd & Taylor 
have two men working for them - $5.00 per day & 
board.  They have located about 60 stibnite & quartz 
claims & if the assays all run pretty good 

Diary 14,  1908  
March 23-28 

23 
some of them very high.  The mines are located on 
Moose Creek, just where we crossed it in 1903 on 
our way to Mt. McKinley.  We passed over both 
veins at that time.  Tozier got much information 
from Stibnite men in New York, & together with our 
assays the whole enterprise looks like a fair 
prospect, but no more. 

My relations with the Washington-Alaska bank 
seem to be good & I hope that matter will turn out. 

-27- 
The Nome Republicans endorsed Cale & turned 
Corson down - good. 
Local politics beginning to simmer.  Business looking 
good. 

-28- 
My law practice is better than I expected - think I'll 
average $1000 month for the year if it keeps up as 
it has begun - certainly it beats the 

Diary 14,  1908  
March 28 

28 
salary of judgeship -and one is independent. 

Local politics getting warm.  Dodge threatening 
Barnette with a lot of  new lies that he picked up on 
his travels around Seattle.   Somebody will beat his 

head up some of these days - he seems to be letting 
up on abusing me - for I pay no attention to it - 
people know better & he don’t hurt any more. 

Harlan is sick — too much “booze” & is going 
outside - we think for good. 

Debbie is getting well and strong after nearly six 
years sickness - she now weighs 130 pounds - a gain 
of 16 or 18 - & looks well – Darrell’s weekly letters now 
come from Bremerton - his last suggests that he is in 
love!!  My, but he is slow in catching it!! 

Diary 14,  1908  
March 29-April 1 

-29th - 
Sunday,  but spent greater part of the day at the office 
trying to get a problem settled for Jesse Noble - failed, 
the other party was sparring for time.  Stage in from 
Valdes with Parsons & Joslin. 

The “Citizens Ticket” announced last evening in the 
“Tribune” - think McGinn & my friends are responsible for 
it - most men on it are good men. 

-30th - 
Days long, weather warm -spring just across the 
mountains to the south - better still spring settles down 
in this wide flat valley early & summer remains late- 

April 1. 
Stage out today carries Mr. N.V. Harlan, U.S. District 
Atty, who, I am informed by 

Diary 14,  1908  
April 1-3 

-1- 
Marshal Perry, has tendered his resignation to take 
effect on May 1st.  Poor old man he has gone to the 
bad since Ed's death -and is a broken wreck - I feel 
sorry to see a good man fall morally and physically like 
he has fallen. 

-2- 
Judge Reid will be in in two days - he is on the trail from 
Valdes.  On yesterday Stier, clerk, vacated his office 
and Mr. O.A. Wells took his place.  Erwin, Comr. 
vacated & Goodwin, Judge Reid’s brother in law takes 
his place as soon as he & the Judge can get here - in 
two days. 

-3- 
The times has a dispatch purporting to be from 
Washington saying that in the hearing before the 
Territorial Com of the House of Rep. 

Diary 14,  1908  
April 3 

3 
yesterday, Hoggatt in his efforts & arguments 
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against the Cale bill prepared by me, read my 
confidential latter to him of Jany 9, 1907 – marked 
“Confidential” & in which I sought to do him friendly 
services etc.  I made a mistake in writing the letter- 
to Gov. Hoggatt but I really supposed that he would 
not betray a confidential communication from a 
friend - but he did.  So far as the contents of the 
letter are concerned, the only thing in doubt is just 
what was meant - Hoggatt will claim to the extent of 
his present negative attitude while I had reference 
to his then reasonable position. 

The Times also had a front page spread insisting 
upon its assertion that Sulzer, of N.Y. was 
opposing Cale & territorial government - & 
reopening 

Diary 14,  1908  
April 3-4 

3 
a lot of stuff from the Seattle papers in support of 
its position and it asked “Who lied?” 
Just two days ago I have received a letter from 
Sulzer denouncing the story & asking me to refute 
it - so I sent his letter to the News, and in the same 
position on their front page, under the big head 
“Who lied?” the letter demo-lashing the Times fake 
was published.  I expect the Times will now devote 
a few columns of abuse to me. 

-4th - 
The “Times” has a two column editorial - weak and 
watery - trying to square themselves on the Sulzer 
letter -but in vain. 

Judge Reid & Party Arrived in Fairbanks at 3 
o’clock this Afternoon.  Goodwin, Comr. Burton, asst. 
Parkes Stenographer & one or two others. 

Diary 14,  1908  
April 4-7 

4 
Met Judge Reid in Mrs. Cards restaurant first - my first 
impression was a good one. 
I am satisfied - now. 

-6- 
Received letter from Stephen Birch, coast 
representative of the Morgan Guggenheim Copper 
River Ry & Copper combination, asking about my 
plans for future work & if I am open for 
engagement as General Counsel for their interests 
in  Alaska.. 

- 7 - 

Election Day. My friends have been busy for 
several days in the hope of defeating the Times-
Dodge-Maddocks gang in the city election. They 
had a good organization & did such effective work 
that but two council men of the opposition and they 
the best ones, got in, - five of our fiends being 
elected.  The object of the 

Diary 14,  1908  
April 7-8 

7 
opposition was to Have Capt. Westby, who is 
Senator Nelson’s friend, reelected as Chief of 
Police, & Henry Roden elected as City Atty.  Their 
defeat precludes the election of these men & 
buries Dodge & Maddocks in the ruins of their 
combination with the Eastern Federation of Miners - 
In the last local Election - last September - the fight 
was over my endorsement - Dodge Maddocks & 
the Times fighting it - my friends won & I was 
elected a delegate from the Juneau convention to 
the National Republican Convention in 
consequence, but this last local election is even 
more serious to them for it robs them of the offices 
and local money sack.  

-8th - 
Wrote Birch saying that I would accept General 
Counsel for his Alaska Companies for three years 
contract at 

Diary 14, 1908  
April 8-9 

8 
15,000 per year, with office and office maintenance 
supplied by them. 
I don’t care whether they accept it or not for my 
business here is proving very much better than I 
expected and I am free! 

Also received telegram from Frank H. Hitchcock 
asking about Taft’s chances for the delegates from 
Alaska and why the Tanana Rep. primaries are not 
called. 

-9th - 
Telegraphed Hitchcock says “No known change 
public sentiment or political situation. Primaries 
called today for April 15th”.  New council has agreed 
to elect Miller in place of Westby Chief of Police - 
the portion of the selection which pleases me is 
that Westby goes out.  Now that he is licked the old 
blackboard whines like a child.  It was easy to 
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damn others, but it’s different when it comes home. 
Diary 14, 1908  
April 11-12 

-11th - 
Five years ago today I first reached Fairbanks - a 
mere clearing on the banks of the river - Barnett’s 
log store & Marston’s road house being the most 
pretentious - and almost the only buildings here.  
What a change! 
Courthouse, schoolhouses, churches, blocks of fine 
buildings, railroad, etc. etc. 

-12- 
The “times” today give me editorial roasts - upon 
the theory that I am a candidate for Congress.  
They quote the Juneau Record - Hoggatt's paper, 
also, and are as nasty & mean as possible.  It looks 
as if Dodge had written the editorials.  Fine spring 
weather. 

Diary 14, 1908  
April 14 

-14- 
My law business is greater & better than expected.  
Made my first appearance before Judge Reid 
yesterday & today.  Have filed yesterday & today 
two good live suits & Hill soon control more litigation 
than any other lawyer.  I am more inclined toward 
Judge Reid than heretofore - he is, I think, a brave 
honest man, and so far as I can discover his 
principal fault is that he jumps at conclusions 
without hearing the end of the argument - but that 
merely shows a rapidly working open mind.  He has 
already decided two important matters against the 
deJournel-Roden-Dundas crowd & next thing they 
will be saying as Pratt did of Judge Gunnison “He 
dont know any more law than Wickersham” 

Diary 14, 1908  
April 15 

-15- 
Argument before Judge Reid today in Belsea v. 
Currier - against me.  Also before Comr. Goodwin, 
probate  judge. McCarty Estate - against me.  

The Republican primary election to elect 14 
delegates to the Ketchikan convention was held 
today.  McGinn & his friends had up a ticket, and a 
combination between Corson – and Clum 
undertook to elect the ticket which they put through 
their mass meeting on the 14th of March last.  It 
was a square fight between McGinn’s ticket & my 
friends supporting it, and the Times-Corson-Clum-
Dodge combination & our ticket won out by a small 

but safe majority.  The enemy was overconfident - 
but worked like beavers - while our friends worked 
gently but effectively. 

Diary 14, 1908  
April 16 

-16- 
The following were elected on our ticket 
CHAUNCY BOYER   
WILLIAM GILCHER 
A.L. HAMILTON 
ROBERT J. LAVERY 
ALFRED E. MALTBY 
WILLIAM McPHEE 
S.P. RAYMOND 
E.M. RUSK 
JOSEPH H. SMITH 
FRED SCHAUPP 
ABE STEIN 
C.J. STEWART 
OSCAR TACKSTROM 
S.B. WAITE 
The Times this morning crawls easy in a small 
spirit it notices that “Major Clum’s friends were 
defeated - not a word about their own defeat - 
after a long fight and public demonstration of 
crowing in advance. 

Telegrams today say that Dep. Dist. Atty. Scott 
died at Juneau when he had gone to try the Hasey 
case.  Harlan has left the Territory and Judge Reid 
is considering the appointment of a successor - I 
suggested Heilig 

Diary 14,  1908  
April 18-19 

-18- 
I have been exceedingly busy this week - more than I 
could do well.  Nothing important. 

-19- 
Snow is rapidly disappearing and the streets are 
bare.  Water is running from a thousand tiny trickles 
into the river and it will begin to bulge the ice soon. 
Nothing new. 

Priestley - Ed. of the Miners Union Bulletin was 
found “guilty” last night by the jury in his second 
trial for libeling the Tanana Club, for publishing a 
foul charge against the club.  He was fined $400. but 
gave bond & appealed to the District Court. 

Chauncey Bayer is going out to Ketchikan Con. 
(Rep). With all the regular Republican votes – gave 
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$25.00 along with many others to pay his expenses.  
He will have Rampart, & Tanana, Circle, etc. etc. 
as well as all Fairbanks & Creek proxies. 

Diary 14, 1908  
April 21-24 

-21- 
New city council goes in office tonight.  Miller 
elected chief of police.  Buckley reelected chief of 
fire Dept.  Chas. E. Taylor, elected city clerk & pol. 
mag. Fred Carter, Mayor – 4 to 3. 

-23- 
Indictments against Steffenson & others for Riot – 
at R.R. depot – at time of shooting at Phil. North.  
Court grinding away – Judge Reid is working pretty 
good – he is highly nervous, talkative & inclined to 
“butt in” when not necessary. 

-24- 
Falcon Joslin suggests today that we get all factions 
to unit on Tozier as Delegate in Congress - I told 
him I would assist & he went off to 

Diary 14,  1908  
April 24-27 

24 
get Tozier to work on the Dodge crowd.  Personally I 
think Tozier would make even a better Delegate 
than Cale, & it may be that we can unite all factions 
for him, - if he is’nt so far tied up to Corson that he 
can’t run.  Fine weather – Business in my office 
continues to grow & I am more than pleased at the 
same – 

-27- 
Recd, telegram from E.H. Guie Atty at Seattle, ask-
ing if I will accept service for Strong interests 
against Frost, interests in Alaska Central Ry.  The 
telegraphic dispatches also say that Frosts 
management is accused of gross extravagance & 
that criminal charges are threatened – Answered 

Diary 14, 1908  
April 27-30 

27 
that I would accept if Strong represented . 
substantial interests. 

Business in office is crowding on me hard, and I 
must work even more than on the bench, - but it 
pays. 

-29- 
Election of Guggenheim-Morgan railroad & 
Steamboat Co. at Seattle.  Eccles was elected Pres. 
& Jarvis Secretary & Treas. etc. 

Judge Reid has issued an order - from the bench 

-that all dance halls must be closed, and there is 
general wailing. His fight is now on! 

-30- 
Recd, another telegram from Guie, Seattle, saying 
that the Strong interests are working with Blaine & 
represent $3,000,000 etc. and ask for information 

Diary 14, 1908  
April 30-May 1 

-30- 
about the court.  Telegraphed back that the court 
would go out to Seattle in June & no court here in 
June and July. 

Have been trying the Gold Stream Water Case 
- a most important water right case, for two days - 
McGinn is against me & he is making a hard fight.  
I am perfectly delighted to be “in the ring” again - 
and find the practice of the law; in front of the bench 
far more satisfactory than behind it. 
And the Salary is more than doubled. 

-May 1st - 
River is rising and the ice is about ready to go out - Fine 
weather.  Ducks. 
Debbie has a bad attack of grippe. 

Diary 14, 1908  
May 2-4 

-2- 
Ice is breaking up – river high - & it looks good – 
the dead has come to life. 

-3- 
Ice moving - big jam in front of town & river bank full 
of ice - overflowing low places, looks like an 
overflow of all low places. 

-4- 
River still blocked bank full of ice. 
 The Grand jury has been “raising Cain” with 
the tough element, and returned 65 indictments this 
morning and is still grinding. 
Every macque prostitute etc. dance hall & bath 
house - all the fellows living with women on 
probation - the tough element is trembling & the 
devil is to pay generally -Go to it! 
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Diary 14, 1908  
May 4-5 

4 
This bunch wanted a change - they stood in with my 
enemies & especially with the “Union-Federation” - 
& now they are getting it.  Also such people as 
Gordon, Vachon, & a lot more of the business men 
- I can now sit back and smile.  Several of the 
indicted ones have been to get me to defend them.  
I have refused to do so, and suggested that they 
get McGinn & Roth. - the first to aid them in the law 
- the last to “holler”. 

-5- 
Poor Dodge! His one basic grievance against me -
the one which he has always depended upon 
because it had some semblance of fairness was my 
opinion and ruling in the case of Johanson v. White 
wherein I non-suited his client, the plaintiff. 

Diary 14, 1908  
May 5 

5 
He got it into the circuit court of appeals with Pratts 
assistance & my action was reversed!  Like all 
lawyers who practice on a personal enmity basis 
Dodge took this as the end & immediately exhibited 
it as irrefutable proof of – not my error in law or 
judgment, - but my wickedness and malice.  Well, 
the case was set for trial the second time before 
Judge Reid & was concluded today – the judge 
gave the same instructions – a little bit worse – than 
I did & the jury found against Dodges client in a few 
minutes!  & then Pratt & Dodge did howl!  Pratt went 
out of the court room cursing the court – he had a 
row with him in court & Judge Reid rebuked him 
severely - & Dodge is now out and cannot get back.  
He lost out in the city election – in the election for 
delegates to the Ketchikan Convention & now has 
finally lost the only suit that he has ever won!  Poor 
Dodge! 

Diary 14, 1908  
May 6-7 

May 6. 
Judge Reid joined the A.B.'s last night. 
The last remnant of ice has gone out the Chena and 
spring is come - Winter is gone. 

-7- 
Nick Nelson, 55, prospector, miner, sourdough, 
gentleman, died today at St. Josephs Hospital.  He 
came up from Rhode Island Creek two weeks ago to 
attend court in a case over water right with Manly. 

James J. Crossley, of Iowa, appointed U.S. District 
Attorney, for this Division in place of Harlan. 

In receipt of instructions from the Ballaine inter-
ests in Alaska-Central Ry. asking me to apply for 
Receiver for the road.  They also suggest 
employment of John A. Goodwin, Judge Reid’s 
brother 

Diary 14,  1908  
May 7 

-7- 
-in-law as assistant counsel but he thinks he would 
rather be Receiver.  Guie, Atty. Seattle, sends me the 
business & he suggests Ballaine on account of his 
interest in the case, but I will present his name to the 
Court. 

Received telegram from Stephen Birch, New 
York, today saying , “Letter forwarded here Bogle 
employed this year have written full, Stephen Birch.  
I am glad that I only asked them $15,000 per annum as 
a salary instead of $25,000: I don’t lose so much, for I 
can make the smaller sum anyway & I probably could 
the greater. 

The grand jury has indicted Tom Marquam, Ed. 
Times and Gov. Hoggatt’s striker for adultery with Mrs. 
Harding.  He is a cheap degenerate! 

Diary 14,  1908  
May 10 

-10- 
Court work is being pushed hard by Judge Reid.  He is 
working good & dispatching business rapidly & well.  So 
far he has followed my line of instructions and law in the 
questions of Discovery, Possession etc. in mining 
cases, and Pratt said to one of the attorneys that “he is 
worse than Wickersham”  

I am greatly pleased that he has taken such a stand for 
it is certainly in the interest of the development of the 
best interests of the country.  One thing which he does 
that I don’t approve - he grants injunctions to stop work 
on mines or ditches etc. without notice - just ask and ye 
shall receive.  I think its the wrong principle of law. 

Diary 14,  1908  
May 12 

-12- 
Telegrams from Ketchikan today say that the 
Regular Republican - Boyer - McGinn delegates 
from Fairbanks were seated & the Federation-
Times ticket denied admittance to the Territorial 
Convention.  This is good news, for it turns the 
Hoggatt-Dodge crowd down hard.  News telegrams 
say that I was generally endorsed for candidate for 
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delegate but that ray friends said most emphatically that I 
would not accept, & that Cale would probably be 
nominated. 
My court business is highly satisfactory.  I am getting all 
the good business I can attend to - my last months cash 
income was more than $1200. 

Diary 14,  1908  
May 14 

-14- 
First telegrams from Ketchikan were based on hope 
rather than on facts, seemingly, since the Hoggatt 
crowd got the temporary organization & jobbed our 
fellows out of the convention. 
News today is that Corson was nominated for 
Congress & Hoggatt endorsed!   It puts Corson in a 
peculiar position for  

-14- 
heretofore he has been one of the loudest shouters for a 
“Home Rule” - campaign.  How he can work in harness 
with Hoggatt remains to be seen. 

Later. 
2 conventions - Cale nominated by the Regulars, Corson 
nominated by the Hoggatt faction. 

And later telegrams say that 
Diary 14,  1908  
May 14-19 

14 
Judge Reid & Dodge were nominated as Delegates to 
the Republican Convention at Chicago!!  That beats 
hell a mile!  Dodge has complained of the officials in 
Alaska meddling with politics & the first clatter out of the 
box he puts poor Judge Reid into the position of 
partisan follower of his faction - in a divided convention!! 
Now, I am glad I kept out of the delegate fight! 

-19- 
The Last day of Court.  Judge Reid is going out this 
evening on the first trip of the Tanana, leaving all 
criminal cases without trial, and a large part of the civil 
cases.  He says he is going home to Oklahoma 

Diary 14,  1908  
May 19 

19 
but Dodge is on the same boat going to the Chicago 
Convention & rumor has it that Judge Reid is going 
also. 

Just before Court adjourned I filed a complaint in the 
case of Ballaine v. Alaska Central Ry Co. & Judge 
Reid appointed John W. Goodwin, Comr. at 
Fairbanks & his brother-in-law as Receiver.  I did not 
object to the appointment & really think is a very good 

one - I hope it wont make the Judge any extra trouble. 
Usual crush of a sudden closing of court & the usual 

kicking and disappointment.  The Grand Jury brought in 
its final report - they scored the Maddocks - Noyes 
steal in the erection of the School House & criticized 
the Dodge Westby city grafters good. 

Diary 14,  1908  
May 20 

-20- 
Lord, how the Times does howl this morning about the 
Grand Jury’s report.  They fight back hard, but it is so 
apparent that they are hurt - wounded to the bone. 

A funny incident happened last evening as the 
“Tanana”  was about ready to go - Dodge came 
rapidly to the boat -but “Waterfront” Brown was 
there ahead of him - Brown produced yesterday 
mornings Times with an editorial slandering him & 
asked Dodge if he wrote it – D- said yes, whereupon 
Brown hit him in the mouth cutting his lips etc.  An 
officer moved in & separated Brown from his begging 
and cowardly windbag. - and Dodge started off with a 
black eye for Chicago.  This 

Diary 14,  1908  
May 20-25 

20 
mornings Times had another Editorial roast of Brown - 
who went down there and upon inquiry was told that 
Dodge had written the articles & telephoned them from 
Chena - and then sailed away! 

The Democratic Convention at Juneau nominated 
Jack Ronan for Delegate, on an eight hour labor plan in 
the Platform.  Its funny! 

-22- 
Recd, telegram from Judge Reid at Ft. Gibbon, 
withdrawing objections to the building of bridge 
above Cushman St. & leaving in full force the 
injunction against the Turner St Bridge.  This 
makes the lower bridge people mad, 

- & the end is not yet. 
-25- 

Town Council passed an ordinance establishing city 
wharf and dock on 

Diary 14, 1908  
May 25-26 

-25- 
water front just above Cushman St. and provided 
for leasing it to the Plaintiffs in Geis, et. al., v. 
Petree, et. al.  We hope by the means to put the 
city into a fight against the Turner St. bridge. 

Recd, telegram today from Frost, Chicago, seeking to 
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retain me in the Alaska Central Ry litigation: I answered 
saying  “Am employed by Ballaine.  Suggest John L. 
McGinn”.  Steamers from Dawson coming in. 

-26- 
McGinn received telegram from Frost today, employing 
him in the Alaska Central Case! 
 My law business is good - as good as I 
expected, and I hope to clear up a homestake in a 
week or so and go “home”! 

Diary 14, 1908  
May 26- June 1 

26 
We learn now that Dodge changed his mind about going to 
Chicago via Dawson - & went to the Innoko stampede 
- down the river.  This will disappoint Waterfront Brown 
& others who were seeking to hold him in Dawson –as 
a capias [captive?] for his old debt there. 

June 1st 

The river's wide and high, boats running everybody 
including self making garden – the beautiful wide valley of 
the Tanana is destined to be the home of thousands of 
mankind forever - as we speak it. 
Judge Reid is in Dawson waiting for a boat upriver -he 
will probably have to wait for a week - he is on his way 
to Chicago to the Rep. Nat. Convention!! 

Plenty of work in the office.  The Innoko 
Diary 14, 1908   
June 1 

1 
strike is taking hundreds of men out of this camp, and a 
shortage of men to work the mines is now apparent & 
to make it worse another strike is to be called by the 
Western Federation according to reports. 
     The alleged democrats - the N.C. and Times bunch 
of democrats (?) met last night to the number of about 
60 and elected Mike Bolton, an N.C. man, President 
and Fred Heilig, secretary & endorsed Clum for 
delegate to Congress.  It is an attempt to fight Cale, who 
is now announcing his candidacy vigorously.  If he had 
done so two months ago he would have stood a very 
good show of reelection, but his enemies have done all 
kinds of combining and knocking in the meantime & 
the result now seems unfavorable.  I am keeping out of 
that fight. 

Diary 14,  1908   
June 3-5 

-3rd - 
Roden & others of the Times Dodge forces have 
bought the “News”, - so it is reported - anyway  the 
News editorials now favor Clum “for congress instead 

of Cale. 
-4th - 

We are informed today that the Noyes part of the News 
purchase failed, but that Roden, Hickman and an 
unknown purchased it. 

-5- 
Dan Jonas today interviewed Hickman of the News: 
Hickman said that the News policy was for sale and 
offered to support Cale for $2500: Dan is out trying to 
arrange for the purchase of the support of “the only 
paper without a string on it,” as their motto reads!! 

Diary 14,  1908   
June 

5 
The lakes above Dawson – La Barge - not yet open 
and Judge Reid still 14 days from the Chicago 
Convention to meet on the 16th.  Everything quiet 
here, but my business picking up every day - I am 
surprised and pleased at the general offer of business 
- the best business in the Territory.  Have received 
lately a letter from Strong & Cadwalader, 40 Wall St. 
N.Y. attorneys asking for my opinion in a mining case 
& at about same date received telegram asking that 
substance be sent them by telegraphy & that a 
representative of their firm would leave Seattle on the 
16th for Alaska! and asking where he could consult 
with me.  I answered - at Fairbanks. 
A rainy summer so far! 

Diary 14,  1908   
June 8 

-8th - 
Received letter from Stephen Birch about his desires that 
I be employed as the general counsel for the N.W. Ry. & 
Steamship Co. etc. - the Guggenheim-Morgan 
exploiters of Copper in Alaska.  Nothing done yet, & I 
am satisfied that nothing can be.  He tells me that Bogle 
& Spooner are serving the Co. for $1000. per month - I 
asked $15,000. a year!  I am glad I did ask that 
amount.  Things may come around in time so that I 
can assist Birch - but I am not inclined to hurry the 
situation for I can make more money as I am.  My 
business here is good and it will bring me as much or 
more than that Co. pays B&S. at Seattle & I am, as 
Birch says, a free lance! 

Diary 14,  1908   
June 9 

-9th - 
Telegraphic reports stay the Taft men have charge of 
the Committee on Credentials for the Nat. Con. at 
Chicago and are busy seating the contesting Taft 
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delegates and throwing the other fellows out. 
That's politics, - rough, rude, often unjust, but 
generally right in the end. 

McGinn dissolved partnership with Sullivan - who 
is on a long & protracted spree.  He did right and 
ought to have done it long ago. 
Darrell’s vessel still on Puget Sound, but will start on 
her journey with the American fleet around the 
world in a few days - a great armed demonstration 
for peace.  Hope the boy has a good trip. 

Diary 14,  1908   
June 9 

9 
A lot of Cales friends meet at Doherty’s hall last 

night & organized a Cale Club.  The Clum people 
tried to get the Union men - the Western Federal of 
Miners - to endorse him - but it ended in a row. 
But little interest yet in the delegate fight.  The N.C. 
Co. is backing Clum, based on post office graft: 
Corson will have Hoggatt to carry, while Ronan, the 
Democratic “warhoss”, - the President of the Mine 
owners organization, - the importer of laborers to 
break the strike for an 8 hour day, is running for 
Congress on an 8 hour platform!! It’s a mixture and 
no one can now guess what the result will be. 

Personally I intend to keep quiet and vote for Cale. 
Diary 14,  1908   
June 12-14 

-12- 
Telegram from Darrell saying that he had been 
detached from “Nebraska” and ordered to the 
“Louisiana”.  We hope this wont prevent his 
enjoying the trip around the world with the fleet. 

-14- 
Taft has secured the votes in the Nat. Rep. 
Convention at Chicago and will undoubtedly be 
nominated for the Presidency.  Shackleford & 
Shea, Hoggatt's two delegates were seated - thus 
giving him the “machine” in Alaska. 

We, - Heilig, Tozier, Scouse and I - are getting a 
boat load of provisions mining tools, etc. etc. for 
the Kantishna mines. - the “Florence S.” will leave 
on tomorrow evening with the cargo.  Geo. Jeffrey 
will go on her and make 

Diary 14,  1908   
June 14-18 

-14- 
photographs & a report generally on the mines for 
us.  Scouse will also go along.  Wish I could go too! 

-15- 

“Florence S.” off for Kantishna mines this evening 
with our years supplies.  Bill Taylor in charge.  
Jeffrey goes to take photographs & make report & 
Scouse to expert the mines. 

Dan Kennedy’s pack train of mules goes to the 
Nenana on the boat & thence south through Broad 
Pass, to Valdes Creek - first pack train through 
the pass from this -or any side - so far as I know. 

-18th - 
Mass meeting at Valdes 16th endorsed Cale & 
much enthusiasm for him.  Dispatches from 
Ketchikan that Jack Ronan, Dem. candidate for 
Delegate had an enthusiastic reception. 

Diary 14,  1908   
June 19-20 

-19- 
In the meantime Clum is working the workmen here - 
tonight the Carpenters Union - about 8 or 10 drinks 
at the brewery - endorsed him - & the News is 
boasting him - for a thousand dollars!  Cale is not yet 
in the Territory & even his most intimate friends 
don’t know whether he will be a candidate or not - 
he is rapidly losing on account of his silence & 
absence.  It requires noise & brass and vanity to 
impress the dear public - & Clum is long on each 
quality. 

-20- 
Most beautiful summer weather.  Sheldon, the 
hunter, is down 

Diary 14,  1908   
June 20 

-20- 
from the Kantishna - he had good success in 
securing fine specimen of bear, sheep, & moose & 
much smaller game & goes out loaded with fine 
trophies.  Have shown him Arthur McNeers letter 
about the new species of sheep - goat - ibex - or 
whatever it is from the head of the Hanagita river - 
just south of the Chitina & he wishes to meet Arthur. 

Have invited Shelden and Johnson from the 
Koyukuk to dinner tomorrow - Sunday.  Johnson 
has worked & struggled for seven years in the 
Koyukuk & - then accidentally struck a fortune - I’m 
glad - he's a good fine fellow & richly deserves a 
smile from Fickle Fortune. - the jade. 
A.B. excursion tonight on steamer- do not go. 

Diary 14,  1908   
June 21-22 

-Sunday June 21st 1908- 
Five years ago today - on Sunday, too  I was at the 
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highest point we reached on Mt. McKinley - today I 
entertained Shelden, hunter scientist, & friend of 
Roosevelt's & James Garfield.  at dinner & we talked 
the whole matter over and read my diary, etc. & enjoyed 
a good long conversation about the great peak, and the 
wilderness around about it. 

-22- 
The adherents of Clum are calling a select but 
ostensibly a public mass meeting for tonight to give his 
candidacy for Delegate to Congress a boost. - it is 
intended to send out the reports as if it were a 
spontaneous public endorsement from the Tanana - I 
am taking political measures to 

Diary 14,  1908   
June 22-23 

-22- 
defeat his scheme - my friends have been notified and 
several of them will be present and if opportunity offers 
will take such advantage as the occasion offers. 

-23- 
Well, the Clum meeting was a large one - because my 
friends went.  They called on de Journel who was 
present as my friend & his speech was a bombshell - 
for he wound up a brief discussion of the relative 
merits of Corson, Ronan, Cale and Clum by declaring 
that he was in favor of a new man - and then named 
me as his choice.  A large and spontaneous (though 
carefully prepared) applause greeted him & the “fat was 
out in the fire”.  I became a candidate!! 
My office has 

 23 
been full of callers all day & I have authorized a 
statement that I would be a candidate if the people 
of the Tanana would support me. 
 
[clipping] 
Auditorium Is Packed at Meeting to Endorse Candidacy  

Of Fairbanks Man-Many Prominent Men, Including 
Three Divines, Speak in Support of Local Postmaster’s 
Candidacy-de Journel Springs Surprise. 
A tremendous showing for the popularity of Major 

Clum, a mass meeting gathered at a rally for him last 
night filled the Auditorium to the limit of its capacity, and 
overflowed into the street.  By far the most significant 
gathering of the campaign, the meeting developed a 
political interest by which the community at last will be 

waked to the importance of the oncoming election.  
Where there has been a deplorable lack of attention to 
the campaign heretofore today groups everywhere are 
discussing it eagerly, and everyone is studying all its 
phases with a view  to helping fill properly the office that 
can be made of vital concern to the territory’s interests in 
the near future. 

Dr. S. Hall Young who opened the meeting, spoke in 
eulogistic terms of Mr. Clum as a loyal citizen and able 
official, and urged his cause with a zeal that bespoke his 
political preference more plainly than did his declaration 
of being a supporter of the candidate. 

Father Corbley followed.  He gave to his remarks on 
behalf of Mr. Clum the greater weight by the preface that 
he was a believer in democratic principles and a follower 
of William Jennings Bryan.  The speaker was of 
democratic faith in the present campaign, but believed 
Mr. Clum a republican, to be the best choice. 

de Journel Called. 
Explaining that the church had been pretty well 

represented, Dr. Young suggested that men in other  
callings would next be in order, and thought the legal 
profession should be represented.  Seeing Mr. De 
Journel in the audience he called upon the well known 
attorney to come forward.  Mr. de Journel was to prove 
the big surprise of the meeting.  He had warned those in 
charge not to call upon him, as he had considered what 
he would have to say would not harmonize with the 
general expressions of the gathering. 

Mr. de Journel then proceeded to deliver one of the 
most remarkable speeches, given utterance under most 
unusual conditions, ever delivered from a Fairbanks 
platform. 

He took the position of a man studying the present 
campaign for the purpose of discovering the candidate 
who will likely succeed in getting the most to be had in 
Washington for Alaska. 

Working up to his final startling conclusion, the speaker 
paid his compliments to the three candidates other than 
Mr. Clum. 

Mr. Cale, he had found, had three claims to distinction 
for a tem at Washington.  First he had succeeded in 
amending the mining regulations on assessment work to 
compel the claim-owner to sink 20 feet, and if the hole 
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sluffed and filled later the toil would count for nothing.  
That could not be very  desirable legislation. 

Cale and Peruna. 
Next he had helped a law relating to and restricting the 
sale of liquor in Alaska to reach enactment.  He 
considered this would not appear to an intelligent 
audience as one of the many pieces of remedial 
legislation so sorely needed by Alaska.  Thirdly, and 
lastly, our delegate achieved the endless and immortal 
advertising of Peruna!  This, of course, brought down the 
house. 

As for Mr. Corson, the speaker commenced again, the 
Seattle man was of about the same parts of Mr. Cale, 
but was further distinguished by his associations with 
Guggenheim and Governor Hoggatt, a candidate of 
these combined forces, and hardly one of the whole of 
Alaska, and all of the territory’s interests.  Mr. Ronan was 
a good fellow, an excellent placer miner and all that, but, 
every man to his trade; the lawyer could not  do the 
miner’s work, nor vice versa.  Therefore it was 
reasonable to suppose the head of the 10-hour labor 
bureau running on an 8-hour  platform would be just as 
helpless at Washington as Cale has been. 

Praise for Clum. 
This left Mr. Clum, an excellent man, of great ability, 
but far the most logical, befitted and most deserving 
of all candidates entered in the race.  However, the 
speaker did not wish to be misunderstood, and for 
that reason, would say that he was not unalterably 
pledged to the candidate. Only yesterday he had 
heard rumors that caused him to hesitate in making 
a final choice.  He had heard it reported by men 
who should know, that a man he had been fighting 
for two solid years, a man between whom had 
himself the bonds of friendship had been severed, 
had finally consented to enter the race. This man, 
the speaker knew, was able and eminently fitted in 
every particular to fill the office, and, he believed, 
would be the best man from all Alaska to send to 
congress. 

A new Candidate. 
Therefore, holding to his conviction, he had 

determined that no side issue should influence 
his opinion and that if the report was true that 

the former judge of this division would enter 
the campaign, he, the speaker, would support 
and give his vote to James Wickersham. 

The surprise of everyone threw the meeting into 
consternation.  Wickersham is known to every man 
who was there.  The speaker, if not in person, is in 
name equally well known, and the reason of his 
prominence is that for two years he consistently 
and bitterly fought Wickersham as a judge in his 
division. 

The effect of his climax can be imagined.  A big 
demonstration was made in honor of the man men-
tioned.  To those familiar with the ethics of politics, 
however, it seemed somewhat unjust to Mr. Clum 
and his supporters that a new candidate's boom 
should be launched in another's rally, entirely 
without warning.  Mr. de Journel explains his action 
by the statement that he warned them not to call 
upon him.  He certainly could not have done it with 
the knowledge or consent of Judge Wickersham, in 
view of their known personal relations. 

Many Others Speak. 
Father Corbley, who is a friend and admirer of 

Judge Wickersham, took the platform again, for 
fear his former expressions might allow the construc-
tion to be made of his views that he thought less of 
the personal qualifications of other candidates that 
he did of Mr. Clum.  He took occasion to express 
his great admiration for Mr. Wickersham, dwelling 
upon his capabilities and sterling qualities as a 
judge and counselor at law and naming him as an 
honorable gentleman of whom he could say with 
pride, was his friend and neighbor.  For that matter 
Delegate Cale was also an honorable gentleman 
and was deserving of the respect and high opinion 
of his neighbors. 

Arthur Phelan, Mike Donnelly, W. H. Adams and 
Rev. Mr. Betticher also made brief, pointed 
addresses during the remainder of the evening, all 
of them endorsing heartily the candidacy of Mr. 
Clum, and expressing the belief that of all the 
candidates in the race he is the one logical man to 
hold the support of the Tanana. 

Diary 14,  1908   -24- 
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June 24-25 My friends have called a mass meeting at the 
Auditorium tonight go give my candidacy for 
Delegate a boost. Hope we don’t strike a “de 
Journel bomb”.  Clum started for Nome today & 
Corson is coming into the interior. 

I sent telegrams today to the following 
newspapers announcing my candidacy, Sam Wall, 
“Alaskan”, Skagway; Ed Russell, “'Dispatch” 
Juneau.  Gov. Swineford, Ketchikan; Wrangell 
“Sentinel” – “Prospector” Ritchie, Valdes; Seward 
Gateway, etc. 
I am going to plant myself squarely on Territorial 
and local issues tonight at the mass meeting. 

-25- 
Great meeting at the Auditorium 

Diary 14,  1908   
June 25 

25 
last night - full house up & down - 500 people - men.  
John F. Dillon presided - Falcon Joslin made a brief 
address & I talked an hour and gave them my views 
on Territorial government questions, 8 hour law, 
mining inspector, abolition of the association or 
group raining claims, fisheries, transportation, Lease 
Laws, etc.  I received a royal welcome and much 
enthusiasm was shown. 

I quoted every plank from the local labor 
platform, discussed it - the audience adopted it & so 
did I.  It was not hard to do as they were with a few 
minor exceptions entirely satisfactory. 

The times this morning gave a fair account of the 
meeting & no comment, & the News is publishing 
my speech in 

Diary 14,  1908   
June 25 

25 
full tonight - one entire page. 
Altogether I am satisfied with my first appearance 
and it looks good enough to warrant me in going on.
The News is giving me every aid it can - and I hope 
to get it entirely and work editorially & all soon 
I learn that the Times has refused to support Ronan, 
the Dem. candidate & 1/3 owner of Times - and I 
anticipate trouble when he reaches here - trouble 
to Maddocks & his friends - but I will greatly enjoy a 
scrap in that quarter.  I am going to hare trouble to 
gather my supporters, however, as many of them 
have sworn allegiance to Cale & others, still!!  Cales 

friends are anxiously telegraphing him to withdraw 
in my favor & I hope he will do so.  Reports from 
S.E. Alaska are that Cale is a third in the race, 
Corson & Ronan leading. 

Diary 14,  1908   
June 26 

-26- 
I had a fine meeting at Chena tonight - the whole 
population was out & they kindly gave me an 
enthusiastic reception. 

The new court officials - Clerk Wells, Comr. 
Goodwin & Asst. clerk, McDonald, are making a fight on 
me - they are ugly & have more sense than Tozier, 
Carson’s manager, and thus are to do me much more 
harm than anyone else. 
Their objection to me is that I am an ingrate to the 
Republican party by my opposition to Corson.  Major 
Clum is also a candidate, and at the same time he 
holds a Republican office - that of Presidential 
Postmaster -but they say nothing dislogical in that - the 
real reason is that they came here 

Diary 14,  1908   
June 26-27 

26 
as adherents to the Dodge-Times faction - Judge Reid 
was elected a Delegate to the Chicago Convention with 
Dodge as his running mate - & McDonald & Wells are 
in constant session with Marquam, the recently 
indicated manager for Gov. Hoggatt & others of his ilk -
and the question of my loyalty is incidental. 

-27- 
Large & enthusiastic meeting of miners at Easter r 
Creek this evening.  I addressed them & was heartily 
applauded & assured of strong support. 
We hear nothing from Cale yet,  his friends here are 
busy trying to find him & induce him to withdraw in my 
favor - if he does I may be elected - otherwise my calm 
judgment is that Corson stands the better chance. 

Diary 14,  1908   
June 28 

-28- Sunday 
Some time ago I had correspondence with Strong & 
Cadwalader, Attorneys, 48 Wall St. N.Y. who 
submitted an interesting mining question to me, the 
parties being “X” and “Y”.  I gave them an opinion: 
Yesterday I received a telegram saying that the 
property involved is the $6,000,000 copper mine of 
Robertson & Beatson, on Latouche Is. Prince William 
Sound, near Valdez - and that their chief office man 
was then starting on his way to Fairbanks - & they 

 16



Alaska State Library – Historical Collections         Diary of James Wickersham  
MS 107 BOX 2  DIARY 14           Feb. 14, 1908 through Oct. 12, 1908 

employed me as an attorney for the Estate;  This may 
lead to great embarrassment to me in politics, as I 
must have time to attend to the case.  Had a long talk 
with Boyer - who just returned from Ketchikan - he 
thinks 

Diary 14,  1908   
June 28 

28 
I stand a fair chance in S.E. Alaska.  He also showed 
me copy of a telegram which McDonald, the Dep. Clerk 
in Judge Reid’s court, addressed to Ritchie, Valdez, 
urging him to stand by Hoggatt & Corson & to secure 
Judge Reids election as Delegate to the Nat. Rep. 
Convention at Chicago. 

Capt. Rich, Roediger reached here this afternoon 
from Dawson.  He will purchase the “News” & “Times” 
& consolidate them if he can get them!! & will support 
me for Congress. 
I think he is here at a bad time, for the Court House - 
Corson - Hoggatt combine will do all in their power to 
prevent him from getting the Times. 
  X  X 

Diary 14,  1908   
June 29-30 

-29- 
“Am going out to the creeks for two or three days - on 
politics”. 

Geo. Vautier, dep. marshal from Ft. Gibbons was 
just in & told me that Bathhurst, Comr. there had 
received a strong letter from Wells demanding that he 
use his every effort to assist Corson.  He said, 
however, that the letter made Bathurst mad, & that he 
wont support Corson & intended to send the letter to 
the Dept. of Justice. 

Speeches at Cleary City at 8:00 o’clock p.m. and at 
Chatanika 5 miles away at 10 p.m.  Fine audiences of 
miners who gave me earnest & enthusiastic support. 

-30- 
Came to Vault in the forenoon. 

Diary 14,  1908   
June 30-July 1 

30 
made a speech there at 800 - and then across the ridge 
into Dome & an hours speech at 10. 
People extremely kind to me.  The ladies of Dome 
came out - a dozen of them with the Committee to meet 
me -Large meeting and very friendly. 

July 1. 
Came back town today - am very much chagrined at 
learning that McGinn had discontinued his support -also 

received telegram from Valdes as follows: 
“Valdes people have formed Cale club and sent out 
Cale literature ninety per cent have been for Cale.  
Most of them have been your friends but fear at this 
time that a vote for you will aid Corson.  If you 

Diary 14,  1908 
July 1 

1 
and Cale can arrange matters satisfactorily or if 
Cale withdraws in your favor can give you large 
vote in the section.  Please advise him to your 
attitude toward Cale. 
(signed)  F.M. Brown 
  W.S. Amy 
  H.F. Duessdorf 
  C.Y. Debney 
  Edmond Smith 
  Imion Poot 
   Committee. 
Immediately telegraphed to them saying, “Inform 
committee that I approve their stand.  Cale in 
Seattle. Get him to act promptly.” 
I also sent Cale a telegram assuring him of 

Diary 14,  1908 
July 1-3 

1 
my support. 

Then I called McGinn & found his reported defection 
to be true. I took him to task as he was largely instru-
mental in securing my weak consent to become a 
receptive candidate - but what’s the use!! 

This embarrassing condition and the employment in 
the Robertson - Beatson case may justify me - may 
force me to withdraw from the race. 

July 3 
Nothing new in politics.  I am drifting along in an 
embarrassing and weak position - we cant hear from 
Cale & everything is in the air. 

Diary 14,  1908 
July 4 

-4- 
Beautiful day - usual noise & 4th of July celebration 

The steamer “Tanana” came in today - Corson, 
Steel & others came also Koontz, the labor 
candidate from Rampart. Nothing from Cale yet, 
and I am waiting. 

Corson is busy taking in the Saloons & will spend a 
large sum of money to get this camp.  Well - money 
counts in politics.  I greatly regret my unhappy position- 
I hate a weak man - & I now appear in that role. 
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Still it requires more strength and courage to stand still 
than id does to carry on the campaign - I will stand still 
for a time. 

Diary 14,  1908 
July 5-6 

-5- 
Sunday, everything yet nervous with the 4th of July - 
beautiful weather - No high water yet this year, and the 
creeks dry & mining greatly hindered. 

-6th - 
Have determined to withdraw from the fool position in 
which I have permitted myself to be placed in politics.  
With both local newspapers against me, no money -
and no organization - with my friends at Skagway, 
Valdes & Nome for Cale.  It is a mistake to continue 
longer in the scramble -so have this afternoon 
authorized the News to say that 

“I am out of the race.” 
Diary 14,  1908 
July 7-11 

July 7th  
Bard, the head of the “Eagles” and Johansen, 
head of the A.B's. are traveling in Corson’s train & 
using their organizations to “boost” him for 
Congress.  Both of them reside with Corson in 
Seattle, and Seattle people, unlike those in 
Alaska work unitedly. 
I am sorry that I made such a damned weak 
display of myself - I went up a little ways in a little 
balloon & forgot to take the parachute along. 

-11th - 
Received telegram from A.E. Light at Seattle, formerly 
Cales Secretary asking  “Do you advise Cale to 
withdraw. Will absence defeat.  What situation there. 
Answer”. 
The papers-“News” & “Tribune” both publish 

Diary 14,  1908 
July 11 

11 
telegrams from Light insisting on Cale's candidacy, and 
try latter a telegram to Doherty of the 5th or 7th from 
Cale personally saying that he is not a candidate. 
My friends are urging me to allow a renewal of the 
fight for my election.  Maloney telegraphs me (from 
Skagway) that I can carry the first division. 
Ritchie from Valdes (“Prospector”) says that Cale or I 
can carry Valdes & Seward - & the merry war goes on! 
Corson  seems not to have made a good impression 
here. Club is not heard of - & Ronan is at Dawson en 
route to Fairbanks.  I have determined to keep quiet - it 

looks as if Light & Cale are either wholly incompetent 
or have concluded to act with the enemy. 

Diary 14,  1908 
July 12 

Sunday -12th  
Sunday - My law business continues good.  I am now 
trying to get a settlement of the old case of Boone v. 
Manley. -4  & 5 Discovery on Cleary Creek.  Boone 
wants me to go in on the enterprise with him and assist 
in buying out the interests of Aitken & Manley - It looks 
like a safe investment but it’ll take my last dollar & I 
don’t know yet about it. 

Clarence Berry in from the outside via Circle: 
He came in to see me today & urged me to run for 
delegate. Many others doing same & things look 
so mixed that I am not yet convinced that I want to 
do so & will not. 
Mr. & Mrs. Roediger, Dawson, for dinner. 

Diary 14,  1908 
July 14 

-14th - 
Received telegram from Light this morning saying: 
“Cale will withdraw if you will run otherwise not rush 
answer”. 
I shall not do it. One of the serious objections now is 
that the “News” is in financial straits and is about to 
betray Clum - who gave it - Or Roden for it - $500. in 
cash & his note for $500.- and it now proposes to save 
itself from Barnette to whom it is indebted to sell out to 
Corson for enough to pay Barnette.  That could bring 
both the daily papers at home against me - it is not 
worth it.  Roden, of the News, has just left me - he is 
anxious, so he says – to support me, though he admits 

Diary 14,  1908 
July 14 

-14- 
a great anxiety to get assistance - form me and my 
friends if possible -but from Corson rather than 
bankruptcy. 
I strongly urged bankruptcy as a preference, and sought 
to show him that his support of Corson for money at 
this moment meant personal dishonor and disaster to 
him & the Territory.  He wants me to assist him in 
loading the News upon Roediger. 

Recd, telegram from Maloney & J. Heid, Juneau, 
saying “Cale has withdrawn.  Universal demand you 
run.  southeast Alaska strong for you.  Authorize 
announcement. Answer.” 
An hour afterward the “Tribune” - McDonald. received 
telegram from light announcing Cales withdrawal.  The 
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Cale Club sent telegram to Light asking Cale to 
endorse my candidacy!  My friends are urging me to 
reenter the race. 

Diary 14,  1908 
July 15-16 

-14- 
My friends gathered in office tonight & formed 
Campaign Committee etc. and I am again a Candidate 
for Congress.  Cale has withdrawn & I am constantly 
receiving telegrams & letters and other requests to 
stand. I will, though it looks dubious to me, but my 
friends are optimistic. 

-16- 
Things political boiling.  Completed my campaign com-
mittee etc. today and they are actively organizing & 
beginning this work - Many telegrams of 
encouragement form S.E. Alaska. 

Diary 14,  1908 
July 

-16- 
Prepared an “Address to the Voters in Alaska” today.  I 
announced by candidacy, explained the necessity for 
resting in it until Cales friends were satisfied by his 
withdrawal & then in fifteen pithy paragraphs set out 
my declaration of principles.  Have been much worried 
about the newspaper situation - Roediger won’t pay for 
the News what its present owners want, & Corson is 
attempting to get hold of it - for 30 days.  If he does I'll 
have to challenge him to a joint debate to get myself set 
square before the public - no further chance for a 
hearing.  I received a 

Diary 14,  1908 
July 17 

-17- 
letter from Jarvis, Mgr. of the Guggenheims, from 
Seattle, & he strongly advised me to keep out of the 
race & announced his intention to support Corson. 

Immediately revised my address - then almost 
done -& put in a strong plank against 
Guggenheim domination in mining & 
transportation matters in Alaska. 

The point of greatest danger in my fight is at Cordova-
on the Guggenheim railroad, where there are probably 
1500 men at work.  Probably not 10 % of them are 
voters but Charlie Sullivan & Gov. Hoggatt. have gone 
out there to vote them, and there being no guards in 
our election law the greed will certainly be successful 
unless my friends make a hard fight 

Diary 14,  1908 
 

[Wickersham’s address to voters pasted in diary:] 
 

JAMES WICKERSHAM’S 
ADDRESS 

TO THE VOTERS OF ALASKA 
                        
At the persistent request of many friends 
throughout the territory I am a candidate for 
delegate to congress.  When my candidacy was 
first announced my friends in Southeastern Alaska 
begged me to stand aside, as my appearance 
would divide the Cale vote and only result in the 
defeat of both.  As an example Valdez telegraphed 
me as follows: 
      
  “Valdez, June 29, 1908, 
 
“James Wickersham, Fairbanks:  
 “Valdez people have informed Cale club 
and sent out Cale literature.  Ninety per cent have 
been for Cale.  Most of them are your friends but 
fear at this time a vote for you will aid Corson.  If 
you and Cale can arrange matters satisfactorily, or 
if Cale withdraws in your favor can give you large 
vote in this section.  Please advise us as to your 
attitude toward Cale. “F.M. BROWN,   “W.S. 
AMY, 
 “C.G. DEBNEY,   “EDMUND SMITH, 
 “SIMEON POOT, “Committee.” 
 
Similar telegrams were received from other points, 
and acting upon the advice of my friends my 
candidacy was rested to await developments, Mr. 
Cale has now wholly withdrawn and his friends 
have everywhere kindly urged my renewal of 
activity, with strongest assurances of their 
satisfaction and support.  I have consented to run, 
and appeal to the voters of Alaska for support. 
 I shall stand for: 
 1.  President Roosevelt’s recommendation 
that “some form of local self-government should be 
provided, as simple and inexpensive as possible” 
for Alaska. 
 2.  For an elective territorial legislature with 
carefully limited powers. 
 3.  Opposition to the fraudulent and 
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deceptive demand for the extension of the 
Ordinance of 1787 to Alaska. 
 4.  For the establishment of an eight-hour 
day. 
 5.  For the strict abolition of the glaring 
abuses of the association mining claim. 
 6.  A law limiting the use and correcting the 
abuse of the power of attorney for staking 
purposes. 
 7.  For such a change and proper 
enforcement of the law as will prevent great 
accumulations of mining or other public lands in the 
hands of speculators. 
 8.  A mines regulation act and the 
appointment of mining inspectors. 
 9.  The revision and amendment of the 
Alaska codes to meet the rapidly growing needs of 
the territory. 
 10.  The enactment of such laws as shall 
protect our inland and coast fisheries. 
 11.  The improvement of the mail and 
telegraph service, wagon roads and transportation 
facilities throughout Alaska, and the betterment of 
our educational facilities outside of incorporated 
towns. 
 12.  A laborers’ and mechanics’ lien law 
making wages a preferred claim and a prior lien to 
all other debts, and especially so upon the dump 
extracted from a mining claim and all other 
property produced by the workingman’s labor. 
 13.  The encouragement of all legitimate 
railroad construction in Alaska; the building of a 
trunk line railroad from the coast to the interior 
under government supervision; the strict 
government control of transportation rates by rail or 
boat and fair and not excessive rates for freight 
and passenger traffic. 
 14.  I shall oppose in every way possible 
the control of transportation or mining business 
within Alaska by the Guggenheims or any other 
dangerous combination. 
 15.  For the immediate creation of a fourth 
judicial district in Alaska by the erection of the 
southern or Valdez district into a separate division. 

 July 16, 1908    
  JAMES WICKERSHAM 

Diary 14,  1908 
July 19 

-19- 
My fight is getting “hot”.  The Corson crowd bought the 
“News” last night and this morning it is filled with 
“homemade” telegrams from Nome, Juneau and 
Seward answering their readers that those places are 
for Corson. 
About 3 o’clock this morning I was awakened at 
my home and a friend gave me a copy of  the 
front page of the News, painting out the forged 
telegrams and gave me the copy of one in Harry 
Steels’ handwriting. 
We are now up against the real thing - but we have two 
loyal papers here – the “Tribune” and the “Tanana 
Miner” and must make the fight with what we have - 
and a loyal list of friends. 

Diary 14,  1908 
July 20-21 

-20- 
We are surprised and many of my friends 
utterly disconcerted this morning to receive a 
telegram from Cale in Fondulac, Wisconsin, 
announcing that he has reentered the race for 
delegate to Congress. 
We are of the present opinion that it is a shrewd Corson 
move. 

-21- 
Started on a campaign trip to the creeks - we made up 
a stage party - 12 - and went out to Fox Gulch this 
evening.  When we arrived - the first stage over the 
new wagon road - at Engineer Creek the whistles at 
the mines began to shriek & all the way into Fox they 
kept up the shrill welcome.  Some of my enthusiastic 
supporters also kept some big anvils 

Diary 14,  1908 
July 21-22 

21 
booming and I was received with great noise, and the 
fluttering of flags & hats. 
Had so big a crowd that the big tent prepared for the 
meeting would not hold the crowd & I was compelled 
to speak from an improvised platform in the street.  It 
was an enthusiastic crowd & I gave them 2 hours talk 
on the issues of the campaign - and especially 
Carson’s platform - & the Ordinance of 1787 which 
desires extended to Alaska for our government.  I 
remained all night at Fox &my friends returned by stage 
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- 9 mi. 
-22- 

Stage from Gilmore this morning over to Fairbanks 
creek.  About 200 voters at Gilmore & Golden. 
Arrived late afternoon on 

Diary 14,  1908 
July 22-23 

22 
Fairbanks - No 8 below Discovery - People are 
friendly & enthusiastic. 
Large crowd at Speaking in Harry Weudling's 
Saloon -Gilroy the other saloonkeeper chairman.  
My friends  promise me large vote. 
 

-23rd - 
State to summit then down Chatham to Cleary.  Held 
two meetings - first Chatanika - 15 below - talked 1 
1/4 hr. big audience, John Ronan, the regular 
Democratic nominee for Delegate present & 
attempted to hold independent meeting but the 
whole crowd came to my meeting & Ronan.  Roth, 
his spellbinder & Harris his manager also came.  
After I spoke Dillon talked half an hour & then 
Ronan & Roth 

Diary 14,  1908 
July 23-24 

23 
asked permission to talk to the somewhat depleted 
crowd.  Then made their “spiel”. 

I reached upper Cleary at 10 o’clock & had a 
large crowd at the A.B. Hall - then returned down to 
the Chatanika for the night.  Skookum Johnson 
gave me the use of his dining room at Chatanika for 
speaking - Freddy Williams, Boone, Carlisle & 
others gave me aid & enthusiasm. 

-24th - 
Left Chatanika on early morning train - stopped at 
Olness - the mouth of Dome Creek - made a 
speech to the men - 75 or 100 at noon hour, & then 
walked up to Dome.  Large & enthusiastic meeting 
at Union Hall in the 

Diary 14,  1908 
July 24 

24 
evening.  The boys brought a dance Hall piano into 
the room & Ed. Russell - the finest dancehall pianist 
in Alaska -gave the crowd some lively music.  Judge 
Thomas presided & I roasted Corson & his 
Ordinance of 1787 plank to a finish - Dome looks 
good, but I expect more opposition there than any 

other creek. 
After the speaking took the stage for Ridge top, 
telephoned for the R.R. automobile & went to town - 
reached home 2 o’clock in the morning after a 
splendid trip.  The creeks look good for a majority 
vote - and gave me great encouragement.  Hope 
nothing changes then by election day. 

Diary 14,  1908 
July 25 

-25- 
My committee & friends want me to go to Nome -
the election will be held on Aug. 11th and I must go 
on tomorrows boat if I go 

Ratification meeting tonight after Base ball game. 
The “News” has been friendly to me until last 
Saturday when it sold out to Corson, and Harry 
Steel, his manager became its editor.  Since then it 
has been filled with abuse of me.  Also the 
Oklahoma bunch - the Clerk & Dep. clerk -have 
been most malicious and partisan in the warfare - 
The ratification meeting at the Auditorium theater 
was the largest ever held in this valley.  I was the 

Diary 14,  1908 
July 25 

-25th - 
only speaker.  The stage was covered with my 
friends - the boxes & upper seats filled with ladies 
& the house jammed to the doors.  I gave the News 
& the Oklahoma bunch the roasting of their lives.  I 
realized that nothing which any of them would think 
about would be left undone to injure me - so I gave 
them the most vitriolic lashing that I could- & the 
crowd cheered me to the echo.  The meeting was a 
great success & if it may be accepted as any 
criterion I v/ill carry a good plurality at least in 
Fairbanks. 
My friends made the town red until 2 o’clock in the 
morning.  Ready to go to Nome on the returning boat. 

Diary 14,  1908 
July 26-28 

-26- 
A large number of my friends at the boat to see me 
off to Nome.  Ronan, Democratic candidate - also 
goes to Nome on same boat - the “Tanana” - to 
Gibbon.  The N.C. Co, for me strong & the T.V. Ry. 
Co. I am sorry to leave Debbie alone but must go 
to Nome.  Leave Fairbanks 9 a.m. on steamer 
Tanana.  Learn that Nenana and Hot Springs friendly. 

-27th - 
Ft. Gibbon this morning 7:30.  Saw all people I could 
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- took the “Sarah” for St. Michael. 
-28th - 

Passed Nulato & Kaltag - the first about 2 o’clock this 
morning & 

Diary 14,  1908 
July 28-29 

28 
the latter at about 7 o’clock. 
Kaltag is the last telegraph station till we reach St. 
Michael - I received 2 telegrams from Boyer - one 
saying that Doherty & Murdock wished me to be 
friendly to Holmes at Nome, the other announcing 
receipt of telegram from Nome - 
“Wire here from D.A. Sutherland, Orton, Holmes, 
L.L. Lane, and Soderberg that you are wanted at 
Nome and will poll large vote.  Have instructed 
Orton & Sutherland to perfect organization and 
establish headquarters.  Many there anxious for 
your success.” Signed “Boyer”.  That's encouraging, 
and gives me some supporters to start with. 

-29- 
Making fast time on lower river. 

Diary 14,  1908 
July 29-30 

29 
At Anvik we took on some Innoko stampeders - and 
among them Allen, the dance hall piano .player who 
jumped the town when the last grand jury was 
investigating his alleged marital relations with a 
dance hall fairy. 

-30- 
Lower Yukon river - Andreofsky ... we are making a 
remarkably fast trip. 

We arrived in St. Michael this morning. –just 
four days from Fairbanks.  Sent telegrams to 
Fairbanks and Nome telling of my arrival.  Recd. 
telegram from Dan Sutherland saying “Telegraph 
when leaving and on what boat, have secured 
Eagle hall for three nights.” 
Evidently my friends are up & stirring.  Owing the 
speed of our boat & the want of it in his boat we 
find Corson 

Diary 14,  1908 
July 30 

30 
here - he has not yet been to Nome and I will get 
there with him though he left Fairbanks a week 
ahead of us. 
Clum is here  on his way up the river.  Ronan, 
Corson. & I will get to Nome together & from what I 

can gather here we will go - into a hot bed of politics, 
good. 

Zip, the N.C. Agent asked me to be their guest & I 
am again at the table in the old N.C. quarters & have a 
room in the hotel across the street.  Clum is also there.  
Have canvassed St. M- today & find many supporters -
think I can beat Corson here.  Strong wind blowing this 
afternoon & we cant go over to Nome till tomorrow.  
Dancing & music at hotel tonight.  A large number of 
Fairbanks people here, all acting as “boosters” for me. 

Diary 14,  1908 
July 31- August 
1 

-31- 
Storm quieted somewhat & we left St. Michael on the 
“Gussie Brown” a small stub of a whisky peddling steamer 
-at 5 o’clock in the afternoon for Nome. 
 

-Aug. 1- 
All day rolling - sea sick - toward Nome.  This damned 
little measly craft rolls twice for every foot ahead - at 5 
o’clock we reached the front of Nome & my friends in a 
steam launch with flags flying met the boat & took me 
off - found headquarters opened for me - everything 
ready for business - in the Golden Gate Hotel.  Am 
agreeably surprised to find the Cale men here shouting 
& working for me - Orton, Sutherland, Homes Lane, & 
too numerous to mention. 

Diary 14,  1908 
August 2 

Sunday Aug 2nd  
Spent the day in headquarters meeting friends - a 
steady stream coming all day.  They report that Corson 
is weak here, and that Chilberg will beat him at the 
polls.  The betting in the saloons four days ago - here -
was 15 to 1 against me - tonight it is even with Corson 
& Ronan - & that on local conditions.  Corson held a 
meeting tonight and I and Ronan each hold one 
tomorrow night in different halls.  My friends are busy & 
brave and active.  It look much better than I 
anticipated.  I am getting tickets for out of the way 
places & find plenty of men to go & make the fight.  The 
“Nugget” is nasty. 

Diary 14,  1908 
August 3 

-3rd - 
Midnight - This has been my test day - and I made good. 
The largest audience that ever yet gathered to hear a 
campaign orator in Alaska met one tonight in Eagle 
Hall.  The Hall is the largest in Alaska and it was 
packed from pit to dome with ladies, miners and the 
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people of Nome, and I kept them at fever heat for an 
hour and a half as I roasted Corson, his platform and 
his newspaper - the Nugget.  The meeting was a great 
success & my friends are elated and thoroughly 
aroused for the fight. 
It has been a strenuous day - we are sending out 
ballots etc. to the creeks for election day – and 

Diary 14,  1908 
August 3-4 

3 
I have a large band of young men in fighting array 
behind me.  It was a great night & I feel satisfied with 
my effort. 

-4th - 
My effort last night seems to have struck the people just 
right - the whole town is laughing and cheering yet and 
my enemies are on the run. 
One portion of my speech was loudly cheered for so 
long a time as to surprise me - I said, speaking of my 
permanent residence in the Tanana that I lived in “my 
own house, with my own wife.”   It was a mere slip of the 
tongue, but for a few minutes the house roared - & then 
roared again.  Today I am informed that the people 
applied the statement to the owner (Dr. Whitehead) of 
the Nugget who is living in his own house, with 

Diary 14,  1908 
August 4 

4 
a woman who is not his wife!  This afternoon he called 
on me at my headquarters and in the presence of my 
manager Dan Sutherland, suggested that he had 
heard that a personal campaign etc. was to be indulged 
in and desired that it be avoided - I readily agreed, and 
thus by a happy accident I am to be saved any 
reference to my own early accusations or other similar 
charges.  Public sentiment is so rapidly changing that 
whereas at the beginning the gamblers and book 
makers were posting me at 15 to 1 - the hind man in 
the race I am now moved to the first place as favorite & 
the gamblers are hedging to cover what they consider a 
certain loss.  They have been telegraphing all over the 
territory 

Diary 14,  1908 
August 4 

4 
and the answers invariably favor my election, hence 
the change in betting.  The Bar tenders - the saloon 
keepers, waiters Union etc. have declared for me, and 
while I have not so far even entered a saloon nor spent 
a cent in buying liquor for the small crowd of boozers I 

am informed by the saloon men that almost without 
exception they will vote for me, though Corson & 
Ronan have spent hundreds of dollars in the saloons 
filling up a small band of “soaks” who follow them from 
place to place.  I attended a social session of the 
Eagles Lodge tonight - the great big Eagles hall was 
set with the banquet tables & I received many times 
the applause accorded to Ronan when we each 
responded to toasts. 

Diary 14,  1908 
August 4 

4 
The newspaper situation here is against me – the 
“Nugget” is for Corson & has been all the time.  The 
“Gold Digger” has been on the fence in a receptive 
mood, but yesterday it came down off its perch & took 
up the Corson fight! “Big Mit Steve” as its owner is 
called, had been purchased by the Corson crowd & 
took up his fight. 
The “Pioneer Press” is supporting Clum, and the little 
“Industrial Worker” is supporting Chilberg, - thus leaving 
me without a paper.  It is no loss, but a gain, for I can 
talk longer, louder & more to the purpose & the people 
who know the situation give me a more active support 
& sympathy in consequence.  Things look encouraging 
tonight. 

Diary 14,  1908 
August 5 

-5th - 
The campaign is getting real warm - we cannot get a 
paper to publish our side so we issued a broadside 
circular today with all telegrams & the “Nugget” tonight 
cries fraud - forgery - crime & on account of the 
character of the telegrams which are from all parts of the 
Territory and highly favorable to me.  We went to work 
immediately - demanded that the editor of the Nugget 
come & see the originals, which he did - we pasted the 
originals on a card & posted them in a front window 
down town, with an offer to give the Hospital $500. if 
the Nugget should show that any one of them was 
false. 
When Whitehead & the Ed. found the telegrams posted 
& the people angry they hunted our Committee up & 
agreed that if we would withdraw the 

Diary 14,  1908 
August 5-6 

5 
telegrams from the window they would publicly 
apologize in the paper tomorrow & we agreed  & did so. 

The saloon men are favorable to me though I have 
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not spent a cent in their saloons yet and will not do so. 
I am greatly pleased that the young men of this part of 
the Territory are coming to my support in such a 
handsome matter. 
Telegrams from territory all one way - none are received 
by the enemy favorable to their case, but all the other 
way. 

- 6th - 
Corson had his big meeting at Eagle Hall & roasted 
me to a turn - he denounced me as a friend of 
Hoggatts -& referred to my letter to Hoggatt of Feb 
1907 against territorial government & my 

Diary 14,  1908 
August 6 

6 
friends are scared & think he made inroads upon us, 
and he and his men feel elated over the success of 
their meeting. Corson felt that the situation was 
slipping away from him & that he had to do 
something - he did well & they claim more than they 
are entitled to in consequence. 
My friends are afraid that I cannot recover the lost 
ground.  We have only one more night - tomorrow 
night - and they fear that I am unable to explain the 
Hoggatt letter -Have been calling on business men 
along the street today, and my friends are busy 
sending out tickets etc. to the creek s and distant 
places for election day. 

Diary 14,  1908 
August 7 

-7th - 
Well the last big speech is over tonight at the Eagle 
Hall - the greatest audience of the campaign - 2000 
men & women cheered me for nearly 2 hours while 
I roasted Corson & Ronan the Siamese twins in 
party politics.  My supporters are delighted - they 
say that we fully answered and offset everything 
Corson did to us last night & more.  They declare 
that my speech has effectually disposed of him as a 
candidate in this town & will greatly aid in defeating 
him.  There is the greatest excitement & interest in 
the fight, especially locally- thousands 

Diary 14,  1908 
August 7 

7 
of dollars are being bet, At first the bookmakers (as 
the regular systematic gamblers are called) had me 
15 to 1 - that is for $1.00 they would bet you $15. 
that I could not be elected - I was the tail ender, but 
now I am the favorite and the pools 4 to 5 in my 

favor - that is you have to bet $5 and if you wind 
you get $4. 
Telegrams from all over territory look good - all the 
newspapers here are fighting me inconsequence of 
their belief that I am first man. 
I have all the newspapers & money against me - & 
I so declare at the meetings - and it does good & 
not the reverse.  I am obliged to roast my 
opponents personally -& the crowd enjoys it.  
Things are hot & getting hotter. 

Diary 14,  1908 
August 8 

-8th - 
Another strenuous day - Ronan announced his 
intention to assault me - but I went down on the 
street & passed him a time or two & he did not.  
Went out on the tundra to the camps at noon & met 
a lot of the men this evening. Made a speech at 
Center Creek Roadhouse & also at Little Creek.  
Got Back town at 12 o’clock my friends say that the 
meetings this evening - of the opposition - were 
tame & tasteless - so Pete Overfield got drunk & 
tried to thrash Ronan in the Bank Saloon. 
Ronan & his friends are to roast me tomorrow 
(Sunday) at their meeting. 

Diary 14,  1908 
August 9 

Sunday 9th 
Spent the day out on the Happy New Year claim 
guests of Jack Leedy, - Rex Beach’s partner - with 
a party of friends – Mr. & Mrs. Emory of Spokane, 
Mrs. Ames & Mrs. Regan, & Mr. Samuel - 
inspecting the underground workings & processes 
of mining the old third bench back next the hills 
- three miles back from present sea beach.  
Dinner tonight with Mr. & Mrs. Gilmore – she is a 
Tacoma girl – one of the girls.  Another sister lives 
here – Chauncey Cowden’s wife.  Capt. Jarvis came 
in this afternoon on the “Northwestern” & has been 
trying to see me but I have purposely avoided him - he 
is the Pac. coast manager of the Guggenheim 
interests - and since I am loudly 

Diary 14,  1908 
August 9 

9 
called a Guggenheim man I am at a loss to 
understand his actions.  He cannot assist me - he 
can only do me an injury by even inquiring for me & 
exhibiting an interest in my presence here.  I will not 
permit him to assist my candidacy & I hesitate to act 
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discourteously toward him - I wish he would let me 
alone. 

Metson of the Pioneer Mining Co. is also just in 
on the “Northeastern” & he can aid me and I am 
willing to have him do so.  The Miners Union have 
now stared a fight on me in the hope  - they say - of 
aiding Chilberg - but I think the bills are being paid 
by Corson!  I hope that Chilberg gets more votes 
than Corson or Ronan1  Things are hot. 
Campaign Corson & Ronan meetings today. 

Diary 14,  1908 
August 10 

-10th - 
Well, I'm done.  My work in this campaign is 
finished - the last speech is made - the workers 
appointed for tomorrow & only the voters & election 
officers have work to do.  It has been a day of 
bustle, noise - enthusiasm.  I was not able to get a 
hall tonight and the band was not obtainable. We 
could not get space, for advertising even, in the 
newspapers and all four - the Nugget, Gold Digger, 
Pioneer Press and Industrial Worker, have column 
after column of criticism abuse and attack, and I 
have had no chance to answer except on the stump 
- face to face with my audience - but the people have 
understood & it has not hurt so much as 

Diary 14,  1908 
August 10 

10 
it seemed at first it would.  A general combined 
assault has been made on me for four days past - 
the betting has been all in my favor -and my 
telegrams printed on dodgers & spread over town 
have made them believe that I was the strong man 
-&the result was a general pounding from all 
opposition - but I am still alive and in the lead. 
Tonight we held my final speaking on the wharf -I 
spoke from a box & had a large & enthusiastic 
crowd -without music or other aid.  At the same 
time Ronan had less than 50 persons at his much 
advertised meeting in the A. B. Hall - the Chilberg 
people had a good rally in the Eagle Hall 

Diary 14,  1908 
August 10-11 

10 
while Corson had a failure at his later meeting in 
the A.B. Hall.  Front Street was crowded at midnight 
with a dense mass of miners, shouting for their 
favorites & I was pleased to hear my battle cry not last. 

My friends are ready for the fray tomorrow while I 

am beginning to pack to go home via St. Michael 
on the “Northwestern” tomorrow evening.   

I am satisfied so far. 
Aug 11, 1908 
Election Day - 

This was a strenuous day - my friends were the 
best people in Nome & vicinity.  The whole Corson-
Chilberg-Ronan – Clum 

Diary 14,  1908 
August 11 

-11- 
-Republican-Democratic-Union-Newspaper-Trust-
Guggenheim sack crowd combined against me & yet 
we won a clear plurality on the Seward peninsula - 
the vote standing 
  Wickersham    917   my plurality
  Chilberg      752       165 
  Corson       374     543 
  Ronan          113        724 
  Clum  107       810 
Advices tonight are that Chilberg breaks even with 
me in Fairbanks - the whole opposition combining 
there to beat me also, but that I may pull through in 
S.E. Alaska. 
It is a victory - in Seward Peninsula for clean politics and 
against corrupt politicians - am yet quite confident of 
election by south coast not heard from. 

Diary 14,  1908 
August 12 

-12- 
Leaving Nome tonight - am now in room 4, 
“Northwestern” bound for St. Michael & home. 
Nothing much today except calling on my friends & 
thanking them for their help & writing letters for same 
purpose to those out of town.  Nome is doing me all 
kinds of kindnesses & especially am I pleased that the 
women & boys are so loyal to me. My meetings have 
been attended by crowds & enthusiasm of the wildest 
kind has greeted my efforts. 
I left Nome at midnight - attended out to the 
'Northwestern! by a crowd of my partisans to the beach 
and to the vessel half a mile 

Diary 14,  1908 
August 12 

12 
off shore by a launch load, who cheered me & wished 
me luck & a pleasant trip home.  Among my workers at 
Nome were Dan Sutherland, manager; Ira O. Orton, 
Pete Overfield, Tom White,   Margraf, Jack 
Ansbey, Capt. Byers, Capt. Olsen, W.A. Gilmore, W.H. 
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Holmes, Frank Aldrich, and so many others that I cant 
name them - Judge T.N. Reed, etc. etc.  From Candle, 
P.H. Watt, Judge Kepner, Starr Ballard. 
When I left Nome tonight it was known that I was ahead 
of Chilberg in the Nome Div. about 250 votes, and that 
from all returns Chilberg was ahead of me about 50 - but 
my judgment is that I will have 250 votes ahead of him 
in each division when the returns are all in. 

Diary 14,  1908 
August 13 

13 
A beautiful trip over to St Michael on the N.W.  Reached 
St M. at noon - the telegraph line was down but a 
batch of telegrams - all congratulatory, without 
information had gone through to Nome for me, & the 
operator gave me copies.  No definite information 
about S.E. Alaska, but congratulations came from 
Seattle, Valdes, Copper Center & Fairbanks & I trust 
they know that I am entitled to congratulations . 
As usual I went to the N.C. Quarters for meals & hotel 
opposite for room.  Jack Ross, Billy Kleinberg, John 
Drake & wife & others here - Ronan, on board N.W. 
with me, bound for Fairbanks. 

Diary 14,  1908 
August 14 

-14- 
Went out along St Michael canal this forenoon to 
inspect dredging etc. being done by the government.  
Fine day and I enjoyed the inspection etc. very much.  
We will leave tonight for the Yukon on the “Susie”. 
Midnight - on the Susie.  They gave me room No 12, 
the large bridal chamber & a fine room.  Zapf the N.C. 
agent & his wife entertained me nicely at St. M - but no 
news from S.E. Alaska and I go away from the 
telegraph line without knowing whether I am elected to 
Congress or not  - will probably learn at Kaltag - two 
days from now. 

Diary 14,  1908 
August 15-16 

-15- 
Bishop of Alaska, a man of broad mind, good sense and 
great strength of character.  The Bishop is about 45, 
square, broad shouldered, but not tall, with a wealth of 
flowing hair and a beard with a glint of burnished 
bronze in its color.  The Bishop does not strike one as 
a particularly learned man, but rather a ready man of 
the world, resourceful and active to accomplish.  They 
are going up to the Russian Mission & the Bishop 
kindly exchanged photographs with me, writing on his 
a kindly sentiment. 

-16- 
Sunday, Remained at Andreofsky 10 hours cleaning 
boilers.  Bishop held services at chapel 3 mi. down the 
beach - Beautiful weather & we are making good time 
traveling - 

Diary 14,  1908 
August 17 

-17- 
Russian Mission early this morning - the Bishop -Abbot - 
Priest & Deacon got off with a procession of Indians -
Eskimo - followed them to the church - while guns 
were fired etc. 
Anvik tonight - nothing new. 
 
[clipping] 
Who wouldn't be a congressman –  
 if he could be elected? 
There's nothing in the job today 
  to make a man dejected. 
In fact, there's truly very much to 
 keep his glee alive, 
Including (incidentally) that seven 
  thousand five. 
 
For Uncle Sam is getting good to 
  all the statesmen eager  
Who work in Washington to spend 
  their yearly stipend meager. 
To carry out the Ancient rule to 
  give to him that hath 
He adds the members' salaries a 
  needed needle bath. 
 
Who wouldn’t be  a  congressman – 
  if he could get credentials? 
Of course the needle bath may be 
  among the nonessentials, 
But where's the statesman dead and 
  done who wouldn't come alive 
With joy and glee (if that could be) 
  for seven thousand five? 
 
The above is a clipping from the Times of Aug. 2, which 
also contained a roast of me that makes the hair 
crinkle. 
The “Susie” is pushing 2 barges tandem - making a 
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length of boat & barges of over 500 ft  - consequently 
our speed is slow - but we never stop.  Capt. O.J. 
Newcomb, Master. 

Diary 14,  1908 
August 18 

-18- 
We passed Anvik late last night, but no news from the 
Innoko election.  Simel agreed to go in there for me but 
sent his nephew - hence nothing heard from yet.  
Another beautiful day.  Kaltag & telegraph line this 
evening. 

Ronan has laid aside his threats and anger & 
accepts my proffered peace offerings - he sat in my 
room last night for two hours & we talked of Wyandot 
Co. Kan. where I lived in 1868 & where he lived during 
his boyhood & grew quite friendly again. 
I am told that he spent $20,000 in this election -10 to 
my one - & consequently he feels disappointed - but he is 
now good natured & publicly pleasant. 

Diary 14,  1908 
August 18-19 

18 
We reached Kaltag at 7. p.m. but the telegraph line 
has been down for days & the men had no 
knowledge of details - nothing except the general 
idea that I am elected.  Could not send a message 
either way - the line us up 
- but the work is a week  overdue and no new messages 
are sent until the old work is done - so I got nothing.  
Nothing 
from the Innoko either. 

-19- 
Nulato early this morning - no definite news but telegraph 
men say I am elected - Valdes gave me a solid vote, 
etc.  so I suppose it is settled though no details yet. No 
telegrams from any one - just silence. 

Diary 14,  1908 
August 20 

-20th - 
First definite news of my election this morning by 
telegrams from Sergeant Merrill, signed Corps & Boyer 
from Fairbanks delivered to me at Kokrines - the 
telegraph station 80 mi. below Ft. Gibbon. Merrill’s 
telegram: 

“Your majority over Chillberg nearest man over one 
thousand and still growing.  Hearty congratulations.  
Grand reception upon your 
arrival here.” 

Boyer telegram says: 
“You carried every district Southeastern Alaska 

landslide.  Victorious over thousand.  Your arrival 
here signal great demonstration.  Keep us posted 
your movements.  Wires were down.” 

Diary 14,  1908 
August 20 

-20- 
Certainly there are none so dumb now that they can 
doubt that my career as judge in Alaska, and President 
Roosevelt’s action in continually reappointing me, have 
been approved and confirmed by the voice of the 
people of the territory.  My enemies have been routed by 
the people and need no further attention from me.  I 
shall now seek in every way to make good my pledges 
and aid in allying the foundations of good government 
in the Territory. 

Poor Hoggatt must feel that he is punished - as is 
whether he feels it or not, but aim I intend to punish 
further if the President will stand for it. 

Diary 14,  1908 
August 20 

20 
We reached Ft. Gibbon tonight about 830.  Met several 
Fairbanks friends waiting for Yukon river boats & they 
confirmed the news of my election. 

I sent telegrams: to Fairbanks that I would leave 
tonight on the Str. “Schwatka” for Fairbanks, one to 
E. Valentine, Juneau, thanking him & people of S.E. 
Alaska for active support and one to “Theodore 
Roosevelt, president Washington, D.C.  Your action 
in supporting me as judge in Alaska confirmed on 
August eleventh by people electing me delegate to 
Congress as Roosevelt Republican. Election was 
distinct approval of your administration and 
message on Alaskan affairs 

Diary 14,  1908 
August 20-22 

-20- 
also approval my stand for territorial legislatures 
with carefully limited powers. 

James Wickersham” 
Changed to Schwatka & left for Fairbanks about 10:30 
pm. 

-21- 
All day on Tanana River - McCann, master Schwatka 
Fine weather & making good time. 

-22- 
Early this morning - 4 o’clock the “Seattle No 3” - 
steamer - met us on its way down stream  Chauncey 
Boyer was on board & inquired if I was on the 
Schwatka & some one misunderstood & said no, - so 
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he went on down the river to meet me! 
Fine day.  At Wood 

Diary 14,  1908 
August 20 

-20- 
River we met a crowd of prospectors - Dan Kennedy’s 
train - from Valdes Creek & I got a letter from Dan Kain 
saying that I got 47 out of the 50 votes cast there & 
that the miners were looking for the 3 who had 
disgraced the camp.  Other precincts except Kantishna 
were for me, but the latter gave 42 votes - 39 for Corson 
& 3 for Clum, not having heard that I was a candidate.  I 
understand that I am to be tendered a reception upon 
arriving home - hope they will give me time to get a 
clean collar, for I am looking like a ragamuffin. 

Diary 14,  1908 
August 23-24 

-23- 
Reached Chena at 7:00 a.m.  The Steamer 
“Reliance” with a load of my friends came down to 
meet me with band, enthusiasm & noise, & 
conducted me up to Fairbanks X then up the street 
home.  My friends here are certainly enthusiastic & 
happy. 

-24- 
Am in office receiving congratulation of my friends. 
Returns are coming in and are entirely satisfactory. 
I am more than a thousand votes ahead of 
Chilberg & nearly 2000 ahead of Corson. 
My friends are making preparations for a big 
reception tomorrow night at the Auditorium Theatre 
- as the close of the campaign. 

Diary 14,  1908 
August 25 

-25- 
I was accorded the most flattering reception ever 
given to anyone in Alaska tonight.  The Auditorium 
was filled to overflowing, flags, flowers, enthusiasm, 
music, speaking, dancing & cheers, made it a red 
letter event in my life.  Debbie was present, she 
and her friends occupied the boxes - the Major 
presided, Dillon, Erwin, Joslin, & Light spoke before 
I did - I cried out that the war was over & for peace.  
It was a glorious evening & repaid me for the burden 
of the campaign. It ended in a dance & when we 
went home at 1 o’clock the young people were 
enjoying the dance. 

Diary 14,  1908 
August 26 

-26th - 
[clipping] 
Fairbanks, Alaska, Wednesday 

OVATION IS ACCORDED TO JUDGE 
WICKERHSAM 

Auditorium proves Totally Inadequate to Hold 
The Immense Crowd Which Gathers 

to Do Him Honor. 
By the largest concourse of people that ever 

gathered in a public hall in Fairbanks Judge 
Wickersham was welcomed home last night at the 
Auditorium. The hall was altogether inadequate to 
seat or even hold all the people who dame to do 
honor to the newly elected delegate and many 
were unable to even get inside its doors.  The 
gathering was thoroughly representative and in the 
gallery most of the seats were occupied by ladies. 

Diary 14,  1908 
August 26 

26 
[clipping] 

Mayor Fred Carter was in the chair and introduced the 
speakers.  These later in the order they spoke were John 
Dillon, Judge L.T. Erwin, Falcon Joslin, A.E. Light and 
Judge James Wickersham. 

John Dillon after briefly reviewing the campaign and its 
purpose in happily chosen words delivered the speech of 
welcome to the judge.  He was followed by Judge Erwin 
and Falcon Joslin and each had something of interest to 
tell regarding the judge and the fight he has just won and 
each told his story well.  A.E. Light, Tom Cale’s 
secretary, followed and told of some  of the difficulties in 
regard to catching the speaker’s eye at Washington and 
then Judge Wickersham was introduced. 

This was the signal that a number of schoolgirls 
ensconced in the upper boxes had been waiting for 
and they commenced a bombardment of the Judge 
with flowers.  The Judge's reception was an ovation 
and it was several minutes before he could commence 
his address. 

The first declaration of the delegate-elect was to the 
effect that he had made certain ante-election pledges 
and that now that he was elected he intended to keep 
those pledges to the best of his ability. 

On the question of territorial government he said that 
while Alaska at the present time had two of the 
institutions that go to comprise territorial government - 
the judicial and executive departments - it lacked the 
third and most essential department - the legislative. 
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The Judge then stated that it had been demonstrated 
as a result of the past election that Alaskans wanted 
Territorial government and he was going to help them 
get it.  As in his speeches made here and at Nome 
before the election the Judge stated that he was 
opposed to a top-heavy form of home rule that would 
overburden us with a multitude of officers and taxes, 
but to secure the former of government that he had 
heretofore outlined he intended to use every means he 
could command at Washington. 

He then referred to other of the reformities he had 
declared himself in favor of and said that he was of the 
same mind yet, and would do all be could toward 
securing the passage of measures that would secure 
the desired ends. 

Referring to the threat thrown out by his opponents 
during the campaign to the effect that Senator Helsow 
would block any legislation that he (Wickersham) might 
introduce, he stated that he knew Nelson to be too big 
a man to ever harbor any such intentions.  He then 
read from the Dispatch of Juneau a statement that 
Nelson had made regarding the Alaska delegate 
contest which demonstrated that the Senator from 
Minnesota was cherishing no such ideas. The Judge 
then stated that he believed that Senator Nelson would 
be one of the first to help in the passage of any 
legislation which he was convinced was for the 
betterment of conditions in Alaska. Those that thought 
to stated otherwise, the judge continued, did not know 
the sterling worth of the Senator from Minnesota. 

Referring to the fact that a certain saloon man 
was working hand in hand with a lawyer who had 
been prominent in the Corson camp to the end of 
submitting to Senator Nelson plans for legislation 
based on the Judge's platform with the idea of 
getting it enacted before the Judge reached 
Washington, the speaker stated that he would be 
only too glad if this much-to-be desired result could 
be attained so easily.  He, however, warned the 
labor party against those who had been prominent in 
the Corson camp and who now came to them 
“carrying flirts to Caesar” and seeking an alliance. 

The speaker referred scathingly to Guggenheim 
control and insisted that if they would go the length 

of attempting to steal the election by such methods 
as had been adopted at Cordova, so soon after 
commencing operations in the country, they 

Diary 14,  1908 
August 26 

-26- 
could be depended to go much further when once 
they had secured a good footing. 

The conclusion of the judge's address was greeted 
with a burst of applause which lasted for several 
minutes.  The hall was then cleared of the benches 
and chairs and dancing was indulged in until an 
early hour in the morning. 

Much credit is due to the ladies who so tastefully 
decorated the hall for the occasion and to the 
splendid orchestra for the fine selections which 
were rendered before the speechmaking began. 
 
[other clippings] 
Wednesday, August 26, 1908 

Last night’s meeting at the Auditorium was a fitting 
climax to Judge Wickersham’s successful campaign 
for the delegatship.  It was also conducted in the 
right kind of spirit.  There was no “slaughtering of 
captives” nor any unseemly crowding; rather the 
disposition was apparent that the bitterness of the 
campaign should be forgotten.  Judge Wickersham 
made of the occasion the opportunity to thank his 
constituents for the honor they had conferred upon 
him and in so doing he made those present 
understand that he emphatically realized that they 
had also imposed a duty upon him.  The meeting 
had served its highest purpose when the delegate-
elect stated with the emotion born of sincerity that 
he would, to the best of his ability, do all he had 
promised to do. 
 

Judge Wickersham’s references of last night to 
Senator Knute Nelson of Minnesota embodied the 
tribute of one big man to the bigness of another.  
They also tended to show in a marked degree the 
littleness of the small horde of heel-snappers who 
have been, for the past several years, attempting to 
misrepresent Judge Wickersham to the senior 
senator from Minnesota. 
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As it is Judge Wickersham’ honest intention to do 
all he can to obtain for us at Washington what we 
led him to understand we needed, it surely is up to 
us to help him by all getting together and according 
what support is in our power. 
                                                               
This is what Senator Knute Nelson of Minnesota said 
the days before the election in reply to a query as 
to whether he would fight Judge Wickersham in 
case the latter was elected as delegate from 
Alaska, It is clipped from the Daily Alaska Dispatch 
of Juneau: 

St. Paul, Aug. 8. — Senator Knute Nelson was 
communicated to by long distance ’phone to-day. 
Regarding the flames Wickersham candidacy in 
Alaska for delegate he said he had no interest in 
the matter.  He said he had his fight to head off the 
confirmation of Wickersham and when that ended 
he was done.  Regarding telegrams sent him from 
Alaska to wire his bitter opposition to Wickersham, 
he said that was impossible as the people of 
Alaska and not Minnesota would elect their 
delegate to congress. He says he will listen to what 
the newly elected delegate has to say regardless of 
personal feeling.” 
 
This is the end of the Election - without the Guggs 
back the ballot boxes Westward. 

Diary 14,  1908 
August 27 

-27th - 
A shooting scrap occurred on Dome Creek 
yesterday - Caribou Bill - Wm Deetering - shot Jack 
Ridenour - over dispute relating to Dome Creek 
cases in re. Barnette, Miller, et. al.  It is a bad case, 
for Bill shot while Jack was walking away from Jim - 
60 feet away - unarmed and there was no sufficient 
reason apparent for the act.  Both men are good 
citizens & it is too bad that this thing happened. 

Col. Cooke, wife & Mrs. Whitfield (Lt. Wife) from Ft. 
Gibbon here.  The Col & his wife called tonight.   
Getting used to home again. 

Diary 14,  1908 
August 29 

-29th - 
Am busy writing letters in answer to telegrams & 
letters of congratulations from friends throughout the 
Territory.  Recd, letter from Senator Piles assuring 

me of his support.  Things quieting down in politics. 
Telegram was received two days ago at Marshal 

Perry's office signed by Bonaparte, Atty. Genl. 
removing him  from office, on account of his failure 
to remove his chief deputy, Dillow, for writing a 
“smart Aleck” letter to the Dept. of Justice on a 
business matter. 
I talked the matter over with Dillow & Abe Spring & 
I finally sent a telegram to Senator Piles in Seattle 
(where Perry is now) asking him to interfere & if he 
could not and 

Diary 14,  1908 
August 29-30 

29 
found the Department “set” to assist me in securing 
the appointment of Dan Sutherland of Nome. 
The “Oklahoma bunch” has now found out about it 
and as soon as they can get over their surprise 
they will undoubtedly “get busy” to push McDonald, 
their boss grafter for the place. 

-30th - 
Sunday, Spent the day on the Ester Creek with 
Debbie & Lizzie - Edgars wife - visiting Bob. 
Chamberlain & the Jessen's.  Beautiful weather & we 
greatly enjoyed a “clean up” by the mines - they got 
about $7,000. - a weeks run through the sluice 
boxes.  We stayed all night at Lee Jesson’s & 
enjoyed the day very much. 

Diary 14,  1908 
August 31-
September 1 

-31st - 
Recd, telegram from Casey Moran, Seattle, asking 
help for Perry & saying they were to have a meeting 
with Senator Piles in Seattle today.  Gave telegram 
to Abe Spring who is now busy sending telegrams 
supporting Perry- 

-1st - 
The Labor Day Com. fell into the hands of my political 
enemies & they have determined to run the 
exercises on that day without me.  My friends are 
angry - but I have smilingly advised them to keep 
quiet & let the Maddocks, Ronan-Timmins -Bulletin 
bunch do the public honors on that day & it will be 
done as I have requested.  They are organizing a 
Labor Party, in politics, to fight me two years 

Diary 14,  1908 
September 1-2 

1 
from now - the attempt is just a month too late and 
23 months to early to do any harm, so let them 
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snap their fangs in anger - they can't to do any 
harm. 
Have stopped my subscription to the “News” and 
subscribed for the “Daily Tribune” - Many other 
people are doing the same and we hope that it will 
drive the News & Times into a business combine & 
thus rid the county of one pest. These two and the 
“Miners Bulletin” have formed a newspaper - 
political trust and they are trying to form the new 
“Labor Party” - we hope to cripple them. 

-2nd - 
Raining!  I am building a new bed room on my house 
- 1 6 x 1 6  feet square & fixing the heating for 
winter 

Diary 14,  1908 
September 3-6 

3rd  
Still raining.  Peter Vachon & Miss Caro Clum 
married last night.  Debbie could not attend but I 
did – a fine wedding and a nice young couple. 

-6- 
Have been trying to catch up with my letters - mail 
etc.  No definite news yet from the Nushagak-
Bristol Bay precincts, where the Guggenheims yet 
threaten us with a fraudulent vote. 
Nothing new about Perry and the Marshalship - 
Rumors that Love, H.K. will be appointed but no 
definite information yet.  The Labor Day. Co. have 
given us a fine? programe for tomorrow - Addresses 
by Maddocks, Ronan and Timmins, -3 horny 
handed laborers, indeed!! 

Diary 14,  1908 
September 7-9 

-7th - 
Labor Day Parade consisted of a brass band and 
about fifty struggling paraders - evidently the best 
part of the Laboring element do not intend to follow 
Maddocks, Ronan and Timmins very far!  The 
Labor Day Ball tonight had 8 couples in attendance 
- the Gordon Rink had 180 couples & the few at the 
fizzle went over to Gordon’s & the great opening of 
the Maddocks - Ronan - News - Times - Bulletin -
Western Federation - Dodge - Political Campaign 
was at an end. 

-9- 
Dr. Cabell Whitehead of Nome died from Railroad 
accident there.  I am sorry to  hear of his death – he 
was a rigorous, courageous and active miner & a 

good friend. 
Diary 14, 1908 
September 14 

-14- 
The long waited for returns from Nushagak - Bristol Bay 
- Unalaska etc. received today - it was a 
disappointment to the “Mumblepeg Gamblers,” in the 
Clerks office - there was no election held in the Bristol 
Bay country -Nushagak or at Unalaska!! and the 
thousands of Corson voters which his few boosters 
have talked about to change the result have vanished 
into thin air.  It is now settled that I am elected, giving 
him all his Cordova fraudulent votes.  What sort of an 
excuse the “Oklahoma bunch” can now put forth to keep 
from paying their bills will be interesting.  I fear that they 
bet more than they owned, and it may be better to 
repudiate their honor than to pay money which they do 
not own!  We'll see 

Diary 14, 1908 
September 17 

-17th - 
The “Dome Creek Cases” which have divided the 
camp for so long have been finally settled.  The 
shooting of Ridenour - Barnett’s partner - by Caribou 
Bill, put fear into Barnette who is a moral and physical 
coward, though a fine specimen of manhood - & threats 
that he would be next brought him to terms.  The 
decision of Judge Gunnison against the Barnette 
interest & of the Supreme court of Washington against 
him in the Causten case both came the same day, & 
what with the shooting of Ridenour set him to work to 
settle.  Sullivan & Cook, two of the partners came to 
see me, and offered me $2,500 if I would act as 
intermediary & get a compromise - but I refused. 

Diary 14, 1908 
September 17 

17 
They then got another party who acted & succeeded in 
settling & the Causten case was also settled - all their 
most dangerous and expensive litigation is thus ended 
at a cost of more than $250,000.00 - more than a 
quarter of a million dollars - the settlement was un-
expected, but it puts Barnette, McGinn, Sullivan, Cook 
& Ridenour into possession of No 1. on Dome, 
supposed to contain a million dollars - and immediately 
the agony of spending it attacks them - the McGinns 
immediately changed their plans - John is going down 
the river, via Nome, while Mrs. McGinn, her mother, 
the bulldog, trunks, bags, boxes -oh yes, the baby too, 
will go up the river.  All the talk is Seattle, Lexington Ky. 
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races, New York and Los Angeles -golf - etc. etc. -  the 
mortgage 

Diary 14,  1908 
September 17 

17 
Its funny - and sometimes pathetic, when a miner, or 
even a bright lawyer is lucky enough to drop upon a 
small fortune - the first thought is how to spend it the 
quickest and the Barnetts and McGinns seem to be the 
usual “Newrich” folk. 

The papers have daily telegrams which seem to be 
authentic that Perry is out and that H.K. Love is 
appointed in his place.  Well, Perry was a pretty good 
officer - far better than the average officer sent out to 
the territories and I am sorry to see him dismissed 
since his time would have expired anyway in February 
next - but he alone is to blame - he neglected to obey 
orders as he should. 

Diary 14,  1908 
September 18 

-18th - 
On the 20th of last month I sent Pres. Roosevelt, from 
Fort Gibbon a telegram saying that I had been elected 
Delegate from Alaska, that his action in supporting was 
thus confirmed by the vote of the people etc. 

Today I received a letter from him dated the 22nd 
as follows: 
“Oyster Bay, N.Y. August 22, 1908. My dear Judge 
Wickersham: 

It is a pleasure to hear from you.  I look forward 
to seeing you and shall have much to talk over 
concerning Alaska with you. 

Sincerely yours, 
Theodore Roosevelt 

Hon. James Wickersham 
 Ft. Gibbon, Alaska 

Short, but alive. The talk that I could not get a 
hearing in Washington 

Diary 14, 1908 
September 18-
22 

18 
because I was not properly labeled “Regular 
Republican Nominee” seems to be without foundation. 

-22- 
Learn today that H.K. Love has been appointed U. S. 
Marshal in Perry’s place.  I am sorry that Perry was not 
permitted to serve out his term which would have 
ended in Feb. next - though I must think the Dept. of 
Justice was Justified in removing him - the whole thing 
arose over his failure to remove Dillow for writing an 

impudent letter to the Dept. about public business - the 
Atty. Genl. instructed Perry to remove Dillow - he failed 
and long neglected to do it - and the natural result 
followed - his own removal. 

Diary 14, 1908 
September 23-
25 

-23rd- 
I endorsed L.S. Robe for postmaster today-and 
with a number of other persons sent a telegram to 
the President saying so. 

-25- 
Debbies Birthday – 
The Robe-Pepper candidacy for postmaster is 
exciting considerable local interest – the Western 
Federation – Times – News, combination is now 
boosting Pepper – of course.  The “Tanana” – on 
its last trip has gone out with the last mail and the 
last up river passengers, via Dawson.  Still it’s the 
most beautiful cloudless day – perfect fall weather. 

McGinn & others going out.  Harry Steel’s 
application for membership in Tanana Club posted 
– Nothing doing! 

Diary 14,  1908 
September 29 

-29th - 
Have taken J.C. Dillow into the office - on probation 
- if everything looks like it a little later may enter 
into a permanent arrangement with him.  I must 
have some one to do the running & small work.  
George is a good Stenographer 
but not worth a damn to accept burdens & take the 
initiative.  We had an earthquake tonight that shook 
thinks gently and the most beautiful Aurora 
Borealis that I have ever seen.  At its best it 
resembled great heavenly curtains of light and 
color moved by invisible hands - covering the 
whole clear starlit sky - the curtains fringed with  
special deep red - & the whole moving shifting 
scene colored by the vivid colors of the rainbow – 
beautiful! 

Diary 14,  1908 
October 1-9 

-Octo 1, 1908- 
My law business is growing and the income is satis-
factory - much more than the Judgeship - several 
times that salary - and independence - freedom - 
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and Opportunity.  I am, however, pleased with my 
election to Congress - that aids rather than hurts 
the law business. 

-Oct. 9th - 
Fine fall weather - my law business good & getting 
better all the time.  Everything quiet - George Shea, 
jury fixer from Nome appointed Dep. U.S. Marshal 
for Fairbanks. - think I'll fight him, as no one can be 
safe in jury matters when he is in charge.  National 
election seems to be red hot, in the states. 

Diary 14,  1908 
October 12 

October 12th 1908. 
Love assumed his office as U. S. Marshal on Friday 
& Saturday strict orders were sent here to stop all 
pool playing, card playing etc. & the saloons are 
groaning. 
All the deputies here except Phil North and Wiseman - 
(on Dome Creek) have been notified that they will 
not be retained - North is in charge of the office.  
This about closes out the Perry crowd & puts the 
new people in full control.  I am not going to do 
anything about Shea until I see what he intends 
doing.  Some of my friends think he is friendly - but a 
jury fixer cant be friendly to honest people very 
long.  Fine fall weather - & rivers wide open & 
boats yet running. “Finis”. 
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 [cover] 
Diary of James Wickersham 

 
From Oct. 15, 1908 to May 20, 1909 

Diary 15,  1908   [clipping - inside front cover of diary] 
Wickersham is Given 3,802 out of 9,625 Votes 

Polled, Leading Chilberg By More Than 1,400 and 
Corson By 1,663. 

(UNITED PRESS SERVICE.) 
Juneau. Oct. 20. …The official canvassing board of 
the territory this afternoon completed the count of 
the election for delegate to congress from Alaska.  
The official count is as follows: 
  First Sec’d Third Total 
  Div. Div. Div. 
WICKERSHAM 728 943 2131 3802 
CHILBERG 186 760 1437 2383 
CORSON 404 368 1367 2139 
RONAN  266 200 541
 1007 
Scattering     294 
   GRAND TOTAL 9625 
The board was composed. As provided by statute, 
of Governor Hoggatt, Collector of Customs Hobart 
and Secretary of the Territory Distin. 

Diary 15,  1908 
October 14 

-October 14th, 1908- 
Recd, telegram dated yesterday as 
follows: from L. V. RAY, Valdez: 
“Bearing in mind my confidential relations 
love kindly send names two men your 
selection deputies Fairbanks.  Personally 
ask you to select such as will not impair 
relations existing marshal and self 
satisfactory to you and not too 
objectionable or distasteful our 
opponents” 
(signed) “Ray.” 

I answered as follows: 

“L. V. Ray, Valdez. Alaska.  Henry Karstens and 
Grant Murdock are young men strong active honest 
and thoroughly competent and I earnestly 

recommend them for appointment as deputies in 
Fairbanks.” 

“Charles Dribelbis will return only one vacancy 
exists.  Rumored here Murdoch not a citizen.  Is he a 
citizen.  Answer O.B.” 
 

Diary 15,  1908 
October 14 

-14- 
Also sent following today, 

“L.V. Ray, Valdez, Alaska, Henry Karstens will not 
accept. Substitute name John M. Keating 
thoroughly qualified good man.” 
  And, 
“L. V. Ray, Valdez, Alaska,  Grant 
Murdock took first citizen papers Seattle 
1890 final papers before Judge Mcbride 
Mt Vernon Skagit Co. Washington 1905. 
Is full citizen.” 

I can't quite understand the matter - if Love, 
U.S. Marshal, is willing to be friendly to me why 
don't he telegraph directly? and why let the 
opposition knock Murdock? Still if we can get even 
one appointment its that much. 
Also the postmastership here in a tangle.  Clum 
says he has not resigned - Hoggatt won't assist 
Robe -the N.C. Co. is busy pushing Robes 
candidacy, et. etc. the merry war goes on. 

Diary 15,  1908 
October 15 

-15- 
The first cold night of the season - 
4° below & most beautiful weather - 
clear & cold. 

My opponents are active in their 
opposition at all times. They 
captured Labor Day Committees & 
refused to ask me to participate 
and this week they manipulated the 
Committee on Alaska Day - Oct. 18 
- and while they were obliged to 
pub me down as a speaker they put 
me in such a place and way and so 
surrounded me that it is apparent to 
all that I am not wanted - Tozier is 
to be toastmaster, Heilig follows 
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with the -first speech - then Wells - 
then Ronan - then I -& then 
O’Connor - all opponents. 
Incidentally Harry Steele, “Katy” Heilig & a few more of 
the News - Times bunch are on - and I alone.  If 
anything depends on it - why I would fight them 
cheerfully - but I think I can hurt them more by keeping 
away and I intend to do that!! Let the public 

Diary 15,  1908 
October 15-16 

15 
get its fill of them and their schemes. 
I can afford to stand by, and watch their antics, 
and put the whole burden of the entertainment 
upon them. Whether the public will care to pay 
$7.50 a plate to hear Wells, Ronan and O'Connor 
talk is a matter of curiosity. Anyway I intend to 
keep away from their “game” and let them play it 
alone. 

-16- 
The first overland mail came in today - I received a 
letter from Vice President Fairbanks congratulating 
me on my election saying “I am advised by our 
mutual friend, Mr. Henderson, of your selection as a 
delegate to congress. This is very gratifying news 
to me for it is of the utmost importance that Alaska 
should be well-represented at Washington, and I 
know of no one who will serve her better than your 
good self.  The honor which 

Diary 15,  1908 
October 16 

16 
has come to you is a distinct one and you need no 
assurance that is in the fullest degree gratifying to 
me” 

With all good wishes, 
 Sincerely your friend, 

  “Charles W. Fairbanks.” 

I also received a letter from Stephen Birch, the 
Guggenheim copper engineer from the Bonanza 
mines. - he congratulates me but with a decidedly wry 
face.  Among other things he wrote in his letter: 
“While I do not know Corson personally, I had been 
advised by men whom I considered your friends 
that he was all right, and the Governor pledged my 
support last June, which, as a matter of fact 

amounts to very little, as you know.” 
This letter gives me a chance to give Birch & his crowd 
a good “roast” and I sure intend to do it, and try and get 
them to break away from the Governor - in Territorial 
politics. 

Diary 15,  1908 
October 18-19 

-18- 
Alaska Day - and typical one too, for it is snowing - not 
cold, but just a general all-day snow storm.  Went out 
sleigh riding with white headed, good hearted Bill 
McPhee, who came into the Yukon country in 1888 - 
20 years ago.  Bill is 6 ft. tall, heavy frame, gentle as a 
child, a saloon keeper, and one of the salt of the earth.  
A typical frontiersman - miner & friend. 

-19- 
The Alaska Day banquet last night was, as it ought to 
have been - a “fizzle”.  Most of those on the list as 
speakers failed to show up, & things went from 
incompetency to intoxication.  My telephone was rung 
until I refused to answer - but I remained quietly in bed, 
and I am now satisfied that I did the right thing. 

Diary 15,  1908 
October 19 

-19- 
They waited for an hour for me & then tried to explain 
why I did not appear - my friends told them I was not 
asked to speak - O’Connor & McLeod, two flannel 
mouthed agitators did the talking, Tozier and Timmins, 
two other smart Aleck agitators did the managing 5 the 
crowd did the drinking - and another holiday was 
jobbed by Tozier & Timmins.  People are now wise to 
them, however, and the next time they wont have such 
easy work. 
We are having the most remarkably fine fall weather, -
the ice has formed on the Chena river in the last 24 
hours owing to the Sunday snow fall, but the weather 
is perfect today and it is warm & fall like only.  The 
Tanana valley is certainly a good country & a fine 
northern climate.  

Diary 15,  1908 
October 20 

-20th - 

[Clipping, election returns] 

Territorial Returning Board, consisting of Gov. W.B. 
Hoggatt, Collector of Customs C.L. Hobart and 
Surveyor General Distin met at 10:30 o'clock this 
morning at the governor's office, and gave out the 
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following authentic returns from the recent delegate 
election: 

 1st 2nd     3rd   Total 
Wickersham 728 943 2131 3802 
Corson 404 368 1367 2139 
Chilberg 186 760 1437 2383 
Ronan 266 200 541 1007 
Clum 1 116 166 283 
Scattering   11                             
Total 1585  2387 5642 9625 
 
Territorial Returning Board met today at Juneau & declared 
result of Election of Aug. 11 for Delegate to congress: 
 Wickersham  - 3802 votes 
 Chilberg - 2383   “ 
 Corson - 2139 “ 
 Ronan - 1007 “ 
 Clum -  294 “ 
  Total 9,625 “ 
Have this day endorsed Dan Sutherland, Nome, for U.S. 
Marshal by telegrams to President, Senator Piles & 
also Dan, at the Rainier Grand Hotel, Seattle. 

Diary 15,  1908 
October 27 

-27th - 
The most beautiful, cleary, sunny winter weather -
 the roads macadamized by nature - the stages 
running to Valdes & everything settled down for the 
winter. 
The clerks office has just announced that the Attorney 
General has authorized them to double the Court fees 
- This is, in my judgment, a great hardship on the poorer 
litigants, and wholly unnecessary.  The clerks office 
now has six employees – Wells, McDonald, Gates, 
Arthur Phelan and Mifs De Pencier, in the office 
proper, and H.A. Day, in the land office.  Two men can 
do all the work in ordinary times - and one man can do 
it now (with stenographer) and then not work.  But 
the fees have to be doubled that the political debts 
be paid. 

Diary 15,  1908 
October 31 – 
November 1 

-31st - 
George Shea, Chief Dept. Marshal reached here today 
& assumed charge of the U.S. Marshals office. 
Also received telegram from Valentine, Maloney & 

Winn, asking me to join them in opposing Judge 
Gunnison’s reappointment.  Answered saying I would 
do so, and asking them to suggest what I should do. 

-Nov. 1- 
Shea is being most earnestly besought by Wells, 
Dodge, et. al. “to do business” with them, but so 
far they have accomplished but little. 
The “Times” today demands that I announce whether I 
am a Republican or a Democrat! Of course I smile & 
keep still.  Let the galled Jade wince! I am content, for a 
while. 

Diary 15,  1908 
November 3-4 

-Nov. 3rd - 
National Election Day. 
Taft, vs. Bryan, and the returns by telegraph here 
to midnight show that in all probability Taft has 
been elected.  This being Bryans third attempt, it 
is probably his last. 

-4th - 
Taft wins, according to this morning dispatches. 
For Roosevelt’s sake I am glad of it - he, more 
than Taft, was the candidate. 
The Shea matter is coming around all right I think, but 
Murdock’s appointment is not satisfactory because he 
is not a clerk and bookkeeper.  What the office really 
needs is a first class accountant - bookkeeper, 
stenographer, typewriter, diplomatist and lawyer - for 
$166.66 a month, while ordinary clerks get $200!  
Dodge - Wells, et. al. have been lodging in the 

Diary 15,  1908 
November 4 

4 
Marshals office with Shea, “knocking” Grant 
Murdock & me, and attempting to oust everybody 
& get old Westby and Billy Butler in, but so far in 
vain. 

I have not called in the Marshal’s office - have 
not met Shea, - and he is complaining about it to 
our mutual friends.  I called in two members of the 
Mine Owners Assoc. Hamill and Lawson, 
yesterday & scared them by explaining that 
Dodge & Co. were attempting to get control of 
the Marshals office, - and they will probably assist 
me.  I also now learn that Tozier wants to be the 
next regular Republican candidate for Delegate to 
Congress - & is probably being encouraged by 
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the  
“Court party”. - Wells, et. al. and the “News” & 

“Times.” 
But, the straw vote election held here yesterday {Bryan 
571, Taft 353, Debs 198, Chafin 7, Spinld 6} gave Bryan 
a clear Majority, - and they are now figuring that on a 
party vote Alaska would be Democratic! & this scares 
Tozier. 

Diary 15,  1908 
November 4-5 

4 
Al. Miller, Chief of police, was shot & killed by a crazy 
woman in the Pioneer Hotel, on day before yesterday - 
He is to be buried today by the Masonic fraternity.  He 
was a good officer and a good citizen & his death was 
strictly in the line of duty. 

-5th - 
Called on George Shea, new deputy marshal, today 
and had a long & satisfactory talk with him.  He 
declares his entire friendly disposition & we agreed to 
quit all past grievances & work without feeling.  He also 
told me that Shackleford & others at Juneau feel the 
same way. The immediate cause of agreement was 
Grant Murdock. They need a clerk in the Marshals 
office & must have one - and neither Grant nor any 
other man there can do the work. He 

Diary 15,  1908 
November 5 

5 
agreed with me to put Grant in the guard room until a 
deputy place could be provided & then give him a 
deputyship at some other place, and to appoint Maltby 
for me as Clerk & office deputy.  I conceded the point 
provided Grant will accept the situation agreeably. 

Have just received a telegram from D. J. 
Boone, St. Angelo, Texas, saying 
“Please write J.C. Wynn, Attorney, San 
Angelo, Texas. letter giving financial and 
character standing of Boone and Manley 
may have others endorse also if you 
desire.  Register “(arrested?)” am 
accused of attempting to Blackmail 
Manley out of property and of 
persecuting him for years.” 
At first I thought the word “registered” meant 
“arrested,” and am not sure yet, but probably not.  
Will get Ben. Boone busy & find out.  Evidently the 

fight is on between the two in Texas, anyway. 
Diary 15,  1908 
November 6 

-6- 
Shea came over to see me this morning and among 
other things said that Jim Hagen, in a conversation 
with him on yesterday had suggested that if he, 
Shea, would permit gambling, the gamblers would 
pay Shea $1200. a month & that I would support 
him for the appointment of U. S. Marshal for the 
new division!!  The liar and criminal! 
The Murdock matter is still hung up, for I now learn 
that the Marshal is anxious to be relieved on 
account of a vigorous protest made against 
Murdock by Judge Reid! 
The Oklahoma bunch here could not get him so 
they advised Judge Reid & he tried his influence 
with some success.  I am embarrassing them by 
refusing to advise Murdock to withdraw thus 
leaving it to them to remove him on Judge Reid’s 
secret objections & which they do not want to do!! 

Diary 15,  1908 
November 7 

-7th - 
After another long talk with Shea in which he 
pleaded with me to join with him in recommending 
Maltby, one of my friends, for clerk in the Marshals 
office in Murdock’s place, and the appointment of 
Murdock as guard in the Jail, with a promise that 
Grant Murdock) shall have the first vacant 
deputyship.  We finally did it - and I joined in a 
telegram to Love, with Shea, on those lines, and I 
hope the matter is settled. 

I have just finished writing a letter to President 
Roosevelt asking him to include in his message in 
December 
the following paragraph on Alaska: 
“I now recommend that the Congress give Alaska 
an elective territorial legislature, consisting of the 
usual upper and lower houses, with limited 
membership, and 

Diary 15,  1908 
November 7-8 

7 
such carefully limited powers that no territorial nor 
municipal bonded indebtedness can be incurred, 
nor country government inaugurated; with a fixed 
limit on its power of taxation, and such other 
limitations as well give the territory a sufficient 
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though simple and inexpensive form of self-
government” 

I have written him as briefly as possible but with as 
much persuasion as I can hoping to get him to 
adopt this sentence and incorporate it in his 
message. 

-8- 
Very warm spell - thawing & uncomfortable.  No 
snow as yet - or not enough to make good roads.  
The “Times” & “News” today say that John Conna, 
janitor Court house is removed by Shea and 

Diary 15,  1908 
November 8-9 

8 
Woolridge, “prominent citizen & Republican 
appointed” - John is a negro - mulatto - bright, 
active and vigorous in spite of his 69 years. - but 
the Oklahomans wanted his scalp because he 
voted for me – and they got it.  Well - they have the 
office, now, and the power, and I guess I can’t 
complain if they exert their right to remove and to fill 
with their own friends. 

-9th - 
Had a settlement with Henry Cook tonight & 
withdrew from all his business because he is so 
intimately associated with Barnette, McGinn & 
Sullivan that to help him I guest appear for them 
also, and that I won’t do. 
I returned him his retainer of $250 and we parted 
agreeably. 

Diary 15,  1908 
November 13 

-Friday 13th Novr, 1908.- 
Friday 
Recd, letter from Gov. Wilford B. Hoggatt dated 
Juneau, Oct. 20, 1908. Enclosing my certificate of 
election of Delegate. 
“Hon. James Wickersham. 
“Fairbanks, Alaska. 
“Sir: I have the honor to forward herewith 
Certificate of your Election as “Delegate to the House 
of Representatives from the Territory of Alaska for the 
“term beginning March 4, 1909. 

“Respectfully, 
“Wilford B. Hoggatt, 
“Governor of Alaska. 

This is proof of progress: the Governor has at least 
learned that it is the “Territory” and not the “District of 
Alaska.”  The Certificate enclosed is signed by “Wilford 
B. Hoggatt, Governor of Alaska, Wm L. Distin, 
Surveyor General of Alaska, Clarence A. Hobart, 
Collector of 

Diary 15,  1908 
November 13 

13 
Customs for Alaska,” and the Certificate assures 
me that I “received the greatest number of votes 
cast at said election for Delegate to Congress for 
the term beginning March 4, 1909,” etc.  It is dated 
at Juneau on Oct. 20, 1908 - and still has the “The 
Seal Of The District Of Alaska” appended thereto. 
H. K. Love, Marshal, today removed Grant 
Murdock -who refused to resign.  He telegraphed 
me about it - I answered saying that I had been 
uninformed about Murdock’s citizenship & withdrew my 
recommendation for both Murdock & Maltby - both 
turned down. 
It has been a bad mess & I am glad it is over.  Love 
declares in today’s telegram that he “aimed to show 
me a courtesy in the interest of Republican harmony” - 
which he did not do in removing John Conna - negro, 
janitor, old Union soldier, Grand Army man, and 
removed because he voted for me. 

Diary 15,  1908 
November 17 

-17th - 
Sent a telegraphic message to President 
Roosevelt today as follows: 
“Theodore Roosevelt, Washington, D.C. 
Won’t you put this sentence in your message: 
I now recommend that the Congress give Alaska an 
elective territorial legislature, consisting of the usual 
upper and lower houses, with limited membership, 
and such carefully limited powers that no territorial 
nor municipal bonded indebtedness can be 
incurred, nor country government inaugurated; with 
a fixed limit on its power of taxation, and such other 
limitations as well give the territory a sufficient 
though simple and inexpensive form of self-
government”  Letter explanation November eighth 
coming.” 

James Wickersham, Delegate Elect, Alaska. 
I paid $34.70 for the telegram!! 
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Diary 15,  1908 
November 18 

-18- 
Prepared and sent to E.S. Harrison, Seattle, an 
article “What Alaska Needs In Organic Law,” for 
the Tanana Issue of the “Alaska-Yukon 
Magazine”. 
Harrison wrote me asking for such an article & has 
informed me that my picture would be plastered on as a 
front piece - and I was glad to express my views in this 
issue since it will be scattered far and wide & I hope to 
do some good in an educational way by preparing 
people to accept the true view on the legislative needs 
of Alaska - to do away with the mistaken view that what 
we need is “territorial form of government,” which we 
now have.  I attempt to show that what we really need 
is a specific definite law establishing an elective 
Territorial Legislature. 

Diary 15,  1908 
November 20 

-20- 
The “Times” this morning announces that Mrs. 
Maddocks” has been appointed Postmistress for 
Fairbanks, and the News tonight says, on the 
endorsement of Gov. Hoggatt & Comt. Shackleford. 
I am greatly disappointed & even chagrined that the 
President gave it to her over Robe, whom I endorsed.  
The tide is strongly against me now & it looks as if I 
would be obliged to quit practicing law and go to 
practicing politics.  Still I am better off probably & if the 
people can stand it I ought.  The real power behind the 
gang is the “Guggenheim-Morgan” money power & I 
know that that is a pretty strong one & I intend to make 
it pay for this affront. 

Diary 15,  1908 
November 22 

-22- 
Have prepared a personal letter to the President in 
explanation of political conditions here and in opposition 
to Mrs. Maddock's appointment as post mistress.  Have 
attempted to give him to understand that her 
appointment is a bribe to a Democratic paper to keep 
up the fight in my own town against me, and I have 
requested him to withdraw her appointment & to 
appoint L.S. Robe. 
Have looked up Robes pedigree and find it a good one, 
and set it out fully to the President.  Sent the letter out by 
Abe Spring who goes on the stage in the morning.  
Well telegraph the President asking him to holdup the 

appointment until my letter arrives. 
Hoggatt is in Washington & may President against us. 

Diary 15,  1908 
November 23-26 

-23rd - 
Sent President message saying: 
Please hold appointment postmaster Fairbanks, Alaska, 
until letter forwarded you today arrives.”   

So far this has been a most beautiful winter - no 
excessively cold weather - 20°/0 being the coldest. Not 
enough Snow until recently, but now the trails are well 
covered & fine. 

Stage for Valdes this morning carried nine or ten 
passengers: Ed Stier, Abe Spring, Hamilton, wife & children 
etc. 

-26th - 
Thanksgiving Day.  Mrs. W & I & the Heilig's took dinner 
with Mr. & Mrs. W. H. Parsons. - and a good dinner it 
was.  So far the winter has been mild - warm - perfect. 

Diary 15,  1908 
November 27 

-27th - 
Received by mail today formal acknowledgment by the 
Treasurer of the Nat. Rep. Com. of my subscription to 
the National Campaign Fund. 

Also a letter from Frank H. Hitchcock Chairman, 
Nat. Com. as follows: - 

“Republican National Committee, 1. Madison 
Avenue New York City, October 31, 1908 
Hon. James Wickersham, Attorney at Law, 
Fairbanks, Alaska. 
My Dear Judge Wickersham: The letter you 
addressed to me under take of the 25th ultimo has 
just been received and I wish to assure you of my 
appreciation for your thoughtfulness in contributing 
so generously to our campaign fund.  the check for 
$100. which you enclosed will be handed to Mr. 
George R. Sheldon, the Treasurer of the National 
Committee.  Your election as Delegate To 
Congress from Alaska was naturally most gratifying 
to 

Diary 15,  1908 
November 27 

27 
me and I heartily congratulate you on the 
result.  it is a good thing for Alaska.  I shall 
look forward to receiving the letter to which 
you referred. 
yours very truly, 
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“F.H. Hitchcock.” 
I sent him also, today, a telegram as follows & will 
follow it with a full letter: 
“Frank H. Hitchcock, Washington, D.C. 
Effort being made give Fairbanks post office 
democratic candidate delegate account his 
newspaper aid continuance local fight against 
me.  Wrote President fully November twenty third 
letter reach Washington about December twelfth.  
Have written you fully today.  See president get 
appointment held up till today’s letter reaches you. 
   James Wickersham.” 
Received telegram from James H. Ralph - the 
original money behind Steve 

Diary 15,  1908 
November 27 

27 
Birch's Bonanza Mines & the Copper River Ry - the 
Guggenheim scheme, asking if I intended to come 
East this winter!! 
I answered No, without extra session of Congress 
was held - then I'd come.  The old man is a friend 
of mine & I wonder why he wishes to know.  I can't 
refuse to tell him honestly about my movements 
though I am sure it will reach Hoggatt through Birch 
& thus give them a base of information to work 
politics from to my detriment.  But, what of it? 
Have just finished my letter to Hitchcock, “roasting” 
Haddocks & it will go out in tomorrows mail. 
Have just learned that Marquam, who is the 
“Regular” Republican Committeeman - the Hoggatt 
committeeman for this part of the Territory, & Tozier 
are both very 

Diary 15,  1908 
November 27-
December 3 

-27- 
much exercised and disappointed over the 
Haddocks appointment. 
 

-Dec. 3rd - 
It seems quite certain now that Judge Reid will hold 
court here the latter part of this month - they are 
preparing to draw furies and the judge Marshal & 
other officers will leave Valdes so they report about 
the 7th. 
Met Thompson the other evening at the “Club” 
and he told me he was preparing an “open letter” 
to Judge Reid, in which he intended to call his 

attention to all the shortcomings of himself and his 
appointees - evidently is to be a hot number. 

The fight seems now on in the Apache ranks - 
Dodge & Marquam are fighting & the latter is sending 
telegrams signed 

Diary 15,  1908 
December 3 

3 
by himself and friends to Shackleford & the Governor 
denouncing Dodge and the Maddocks appointment 
vigorously. 

Maddocks is now struggling to keep from going 
into bankruptcy - he is hopelessly bankrupt - but offers 
to assign instead of bankruptcy - & Dodge is said to be 
trying to dispose of his property with intent to leave the 
country. It would be good riddance to bad rubbish. 

Received telegram from Judge Reid yesterday 
asking me to act as the attorney for the Receiver in the 
Tanana Electric Co. & I consented to do so.  I am also 
told that he is threatening Wells on account of his 
“offensive partisanship” - it has created such a bitter 
warfare on the court, & I hope it's true - but doubt it. 
Fine weather so far this winter. 

Diary 15,  1908 
December 5-7 

-5th - 
The juries were drawn today by Clerk Wells and 
Jury Commissioner Harris - none went into the 
box except a few Corson Rep. and a large 
number of Western Federation of Miners men 
- the result is a packed Grand & Trial jury - 
and Dodge & Wells can indict or free as they 
please -Tozier, however, is the real slick one 
in the scheme & it insures the acquittal of the 
indicted rioters - of last spring 

-7- 
Telegraphed to “Sec. of Navy to learn whether Darrell 
will return home with the fleet or not. Preparing articles 
of Incorporation etc. for the Tanana Quartz & Hydraulic 
Mining Co. - on Hill between Chatham & Bedrock. 

Diary 15,  1908 
December 8 

-8th - 
Telegrams say that U.S. Marshal Love & E. A. 
Henderson, left Valdes yesterday for Fairbanks - In a 
recent letter from Wikidel, Valdes, he intimated that 
Henderson expected to be clerk of the Dist. Court. 
Wells has recently said that HE might quit Jany 1. 
-Wonder if Reid intends to make that change - & 
why? I hope so without knowing why! 
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The telegrams say that rest of the 
court party will leave Valdes for Fairbanks 
on Thursday. 

Recd, answer from Sec. of Nay today 
saying that Darrell would return home with 
defeat.  Good. 

The weather this winter has been perfect so far. 
Have just received letter from Falcon Joslyn - 
saying that Hoggatt et. al. were in great haste to get 
the 

Diary 15,  1908 
December 8 

8 
4th Div. bill through & fill the offices with Hoggatt-
Guggenheim men before I could be heard.  He had 
a long talk with Senator Piles about it and the 
Senator thought the matter ought to be delayed 
until I could come to Washington, which Joslin 
thinks I ought to do at once, - but I won’t go. 
Hoggatt has also expressed a determination to 
secure the election of a Labor Union man for 
Delegate two years from now - wish I could 
prove that! & I’ll try. 
Telegram to Tribune tonight that Mrs. Maddock’s 
name had been sent in to the Senate by the 
President.  Nothing now, but fight in the Senate & I 
do not feel like doing that. 

Diary 15,  1908 
December 9-10 

-9th - 
Sent a telegram to Senator Piles today calling 
his attention to my letters to the President and 
Hitchcock against Maddock as postmistress. 
Asked him to hold up the confirmation in the 
Senate until charges could be received and 
evidence offered and asked him to request letters 
etc. from President & Hitchcock. 

-10- 
Received telegram from Senator Piles today saying: 
“Postoffice Committee will not report appointment 
until matter has been investigated after full hearing”.  
And now the row is on in the Senate as well as 
locally, for this morning’s “Tribune” contains an 
interview by Shea in which he denies that he 
recommended Mrs. 

Diary 15,  1908 
December 10 

-10- 
Maddock’s appointment and says that from what 
he has learned here neither one of the three 

candidates - Robe, Maddocks, nor Pepper voted 
for the Republican candidate for Delegate - Corson 
- and therefore he is not interested in the scrap. 
Dodge (is said by Shea himself) called him up this 
morning early and demanded to know if he wrote 
the the paper quoted him correctly & being 
answered in the affirmative raided a big row about it 
- & Shea cussed him out - Later Maddocks was 
closeted with him (Shea) and used loud language - 
& the end is not yet. 
Later - the row seems to be spreading for I now hear 
that McDonald & Wells - the Clerks in the Court also 
had a row & the whole fabric is in danger of falling.  

Diary 15,  1908 
December 12 

-12th - 
Pratt has long been one of my most bitter opponents 
- and today I got my revenge.  He has really been the 
brains 
of the fight against me locally - and consequently he 
has 
brains.  He is a highly nervous, bold, and not a bad 
student - one of the good lawyers of the camp. In the 
case involving the title of No. 3, below. 1st tier R.L. 
Dome Creek. Claypool, Kellum & Cowles were long 
the attorneys for Rooney & his partners, but as the case 
was coming on for a fight Kellum weakened & got them 
to employ me.  Lately Kellum & his firm have abandoned 
hope & the Defendants Rooney & his partners desired 
him to draw his firm out of the case & he did today. 
I then advised Rooney & his partners to go and employ 
Pratt in the cast with 

Diary 15,  1908 
December 12-14 

12 
me & they did.  He seemed much pleased 
- the case is a close one - but if we win we get one 
tenth 
each - and the property is worth $200,000. and such 
cases 
have been very rare with Pratt - who has not yet been 
in 
on a good case. I am going to make him devote 
some of his fighting strength to this case & maybe we 
can win it - though it is a close one. 

-14- 
Got a vigorous protest off to Senator Piles today against 
the confirmation of Maddocks as Postmaster.  Don’t 
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know whether it will do any good or not but I don’t 
intend to leave anything undone that can block their 
game. 
They will know that their hatchet isn't “buried in my 
vitals” yet at any rate.  This is all I can do at present. 

Diary 15,  1908 
December 14-15 

14 
H.K. Love, Us. Marshal, arrived on the stage today 
- also Dad. Henderson, Deputy Clerk & also a Miss 
Pierson, who is to marry Shea. 
I also wrote a letter to Falcon Joslin, and put him after 
Maddocks.  He will be in Washington when my letter 
gets there.  Sent out my Life Insurance Premium for 
Jany 1st and a lot of other mail. 

-15- 
 

Diary 15,  1908 
December 15 

15 
me & he insists that Judge Reid also is anxious to 
stop hostilities & that he will put his food down hard 
on his subordinates when he gets here on Thursday.  
I shall be surprised if he does - and will appreciate it Y let 
him know it. 
Abe Spring wrote Jonas a letter from Valdes saying the 
same in great detail about Reid, and Henderson 
brought me a letter from Mrs. Wikidel saying the same. 

In his paper on Monday (“Tanana Miner”) 
Thompson has a long “Open Letter,” to Judge Reid, - 
calm, conservative and truthful, in which he presents to 
the judge the acts of his clerks in their right light Y 
demands that they be punished or obliged to attend to 
their business & quit running politics from the clerks 
office. 
I learn that Judge Reid will talk to me about it when he 
comes - hope he does!! 

Diary 15,  1908 
December 16 

-16th - 
I am being almost overworked these days 
organizing Quartz Mining Corporations on both 
sides Chatham Creek, - have just finished Articles 
for the Tanana Quartz v. Hydraulic Mining Co. 
incorporators: Anthony Goesmann, D.H. 
Cascadian, J.E. McDowell, Mrs. DM McDowell, 
E.G. Brown, Racy Roberts and Fred LaBlanche.  
Their claims - 7 Quartz & 7 placer covering the 
quarts, - look highly valuable, and we hope that 
development work will prove what we now think.  I 

am also trying to get the Reese, Myers - et. al. 
claims in Chatham Creek in shape, and tonight a 
rough neck boy has agreed with me to organize the 
“Jupiter-Mars. Min. Co. covering two claims on a 
ledge 5 feet wide that goes $50. to the ton, or 
more.  And so it goes - If this quartz is what it 
seems this camp has a bright future before it. 

Diary 15,  1908 
December 18 

-18th - 
Judge Reid, wife, Parks & his wife, & the judges Party 
came in this morning on the stage from Valdes. 

The “Times” has begun a regular “battle royal” of 
abuse & slander against me again, and amongst other 
things they accuse me of writing the “Open letter” to 
Judge Reid, which was published in the “Miner,” and 
also the editorials in the “Tribune” criticizing the Judge. 
Evidently the war is started in aid of the Clerks gang in 
the courthouse - to “backfire” by drawing attention to 
me instead of their misdoings - a cunning scheme. 
The “News” tonight announces that Dan Sutherland will 
be appointed Marshal at Nome. - I hope so, but don’t 
believe it merely because I see it in the “News”. 

Diary 15,  1908 
December 20 

-20th - 
Telegraphic dispatches to the Newspapers say that 
President Taft has asked 
Senator Knox to become Sec. of 
State. 
Judge Ballinger    "    Sec. of Interior 
Frank Hitchcock    "   Post. General & 
Geo. W. Wickersham "    Atty 
General 
in his cabinet.  I hope so, for they are all my friends, and 
I could at least get a fair hearing from them. 
Geo. W. Wickersham is of the Pennsylvania branch of 
the family, a member of the law firm of Strong & 
Cadwalader, of 40 Well St. N.Y.  I have never met him 
but I am told he is a great lawyer.  This summer that firm 
had some correspondence with me about an interest in 
the Beatson mine, belonging to a deceased owner- I 
had a long talk with Judge Reid this afternoon & he 
pledged me 
 

Diary 15,  1908 
December  

20 
in the strongest words his friendship & support. - he 
assured me that his appointees would hereafter be 
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quiet, even if not personally friendly, and in every way 
proffered the olive branch.  I assured him that I had not 
either written or inspired the attacks made on him by 
the Miner and Tribune, & he accepted my statement in 
apparent satisfaction - but I am not satisfied that he will 
carry out his pledges, though I intend to so myself, and 
intend to give him the benefit of every doubt - and even 
if he appoints more of my bitter enemies to office (as he 
undoubtedly will) I shall view it without a sign of distrust 
- and await fairly what may come of it. 
It will take time to bring a good result in a matter of this 
kind - and I'll wait a reasonable time. 

Diary 15,  1908 
December 21 

-21st December- 
The shortest day of the year - the sun shone over 
the whole Tanana Valley for two hours or more! 

Court convened today - 
Billy Butler, Dodges Lieutenant, was made 
court crier! thus giving Shea and me, both, 
an intimation of the judges position. 

The “Miners Union Bulletin” is now 
roasting me in pages of abuse - and 
accuses me of having written Thompson 
Miners “Open Letter” to Judge Reid!! 
Since I had nothing to do with it & since their charges 
are false I will be silent & say nothing - neither admit 
nor deny.  Still I told Judge Reid personally & he 
readily said he did not believe a word of the charge. 

Diary 15,  1908 
December 24 

-24- 
The “Dodgers” are trying in vain to bring about 
dissension between me & Judge Reid, but we both 
decline to permit it, though he has to keep his own 
friends and I mine in mind all the time.  I do not 
permit anything to go to the public like a wail from me - 
I am the elected representative of the people of 
Alaska, and feel entirely independent, but at the same 
time I feel that it is most harmful to the public good to 
be known to be fighting the court & will not do so.  
Publicly I give him countenance and intend to do so 
notwithstanding the actions of his clerks.  He assures 
me most frankly that he intends to keep them 
within bounds & to support me & I'll do the same. 

Diary 15,  1908 
December 25 

-25th - 
Christmas Day  1908. 
and a fine winters day at that.  Dinner with Charlie and 

May – present Mr. & Mrs. Charles E. Taylor,  Mrs. 
Chamberlain, Lizzies mother, Mr. & Mrs. Edgar 
Wickersham, Bob Chamberlain, Jack Curry & Debbie 
& I.  We had a fine Christmas turkey & “trimmins” with 
good cheer & a Christmas tree. 
It has been a fine winter so far - from zero to 30° 
below - hard roads, plenty of snow & the trails fine. 
The people generally are delighted with the climate – 
“only man is vile”. - and the “other fellow” at that. 

Diary 15,  1909 
January 1 

January 1st, 1909 
Nothing doing much lately.  Court is grinding along 
with the criminal cases, and civil cases wont be 
reached for two weeks yet. 
I am waiting - but intend now to begin to push things, 
since I want to get my cases tried early so that if the 
President calls a special session I can go. 
Have been talking to Heilig about a law 
partnership - but it is not finished yet - think we will 
do it, but we've postponed it for a few days on 
account of business arrangements. 

Debbie’s health is better - and she is getting ready to 
“go out over the ice”  to meet Darrell when the fleet gets 
into port.  The dispatches this morning say that 

Diary 15,  1909 
January 1 

1 
the fleet will be detained in South Italy on account 
of the frightful earthquake disaster at Messina, 
Italy, & vicinity, where thousands of people were 
killed & all their property destroyed. 

Last Sunday evening - the 27th - we gave the 
“officials” a dinner - Judge and Mrs. Reid, Mrs. Burton, 
who is with them, Marshal Love and Dist. Atty. 
Crossley - Debbie gave them a fine dinner, and they 
spent the evening with us, and it was a pleasant one at 
that.  My enemies are trying to convince (and have I 
think) these officials that I am unfriendly to them.  I am 
trying to put myself fairly on record as being friendly - 
and then I will do no more - just let them imagine - but 
without having evidence 

Diary 15,  1909 
January 1 

1 
to support their imaginings.  I shall be courteous, polite 
and shall support the court and aid in upholding the 
court: I shall not criticize the officials until occasion 
renders it necessary or proper and then only publicly 
and fairly.  Indiscriminate criticism and abuse of the 
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courts and officials has greatly harmed the camp and 
the Territory and I hope to assist in setting a better 
example, but Judge Reid has some “fool friends” who 
may force him into a position where he will be subject 
to just criticism.  Even then I intend to let other people 
do it without they force me into a corner - my former 
position as judge justifies me in this silent course, I 
think. 

Diary 15,  1909 
January 2 

Jany 2nd 1909. 
Recd, telegram this morning from D.J. Boone, San 
Angelo, Texas, as follows: 
“James Wickersham, Fairbanks, Alaska. 
Manley indicted perjury here, warrant in 
sheriffs hands for murder Schleicher County.  
Manley gone. believed forfeited his bond on way 
to Alaska.  Will know certain today: If he is on 
way Alaska. must I follow Requisition will be 
forwarded. Boone.” 

Evidently Boone, like his ancestor, Daniel, is on 
Hilliard's trail, and intends to get his scalp. All of which 
shows that if Manley had behaved himself there and 
been honest for a time he could have been rich, happy 
and safe - but his inmate 'cussedness' gave him the 
swell head - & the Sheriff  “got im.” 

Diary 15,  1909 
January 2 

2 
Last night Monkman and Kelleth – Maddock’s partners 
came to see me & employed me to assist them in 
getting a settlement of their partnership accounts. 

They told me that Maddocks - for the Times owed 
the 1st Nat. Bank $7,500. -That the Bank had 
information that Roediger was coming from Dawson to 
buy the Times from Maddocks - that on Dec. 22, Jack 
Ronan had sold his 1/3 int. in the Times to Maddocks 
for $1,000. - that it was not paid - that Ronan & the 1st 
Nat. intended to bring suit today (Jany 2) to prevent the 
sale to Roediger - they M & K, could not get a 
settlement & that it seemed to them that Maddocks had 
“taken” about $60,000 of partnership money without 
accounting for it - & with Manley’s troubles in Texas - 
the “gang” will be having “A Happy New Years” – riot. 
Let em fight - it seems that none 

Diary 15,  1909 
January 2-5 

2 
of them know why Roediger is coming - and know 
nothing of the case of “Roediger v Pritchard”, which I 

brought, nor that I telegraphed to Roediger to come on 
that case, etc. etc. 

Dodge & “Suspicion” are driving them into suing 
(the 1st Nat. into suing) Maddocks - and I don't care - 
let them sue & the public will begin to get onto the inside 
of their corrupt “bludgeon.” 
 
January 5 
This mornings “Tribune” has the dispatch posted 
opposite about Manley-Knowles. 
Charges of Murder, Perjury, Grand Larceny, etc. are 
pending against him. 

January 5th  
This mornings “Tribune” has the dispatch posted 
opposite about Manley-Knowles. 
Charges of Murder, Perjury, Grand Larceny, etc. are 
pending against him. 
 
[clipping:] 
FRANK MANLEY 

FORFEITS BOND 
IN TEXAS COURT 
(Special to the Tribune) 

SAN ANGELO, Texas, Jan. 4.- The district court in 
session here, today ordered that the bond of Hilliard B. 
Knowles, alias Frank G. Hanley, of Fairbanks, Alaska, 
given for his appearance in court to answer the charge 
under which he was arrested in Seattle, be forfeited.  A 
similar action was taken fourteen years ago on the 
disappearance of Knowles when under indictment. 
As a further development in the matter it was today 
discovered that the indictment is missing from the 
papers in the case, and an investigation has been 
ordered by the court. 

Diary 15,  1909 
January 8 

-8th - 
Took dinner last night with Judge & Mrs. Reid - they live, 
temporarily, in the Barnette house - present Judge & 
Mrs. R. Dist. Atty. Crossley, Mrs. Burton Mrs. W- & I.  
After dinner the Judge & I had a confidential talk and 
he again assured me of his friendly disposition and said 
that he had given his clerks positive orders to abstain 
from attacking me - he also referred to a suggestion 
that I made to him some time ago - that he be a 
candidate for Governor next spring when Hoggatt's 
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term expires and he spoke favorably of it!! 
We spent the evening – Judge & Mrs. R. Crossley & 
Mrs. B. & Mrs. W- & I at the “500” Card club at Judge 
Erwin’s. - a large social gathering and a pleasant 
evening.  Mrs. Wickersham is ready 

Diary 15,  1909 
January 8-9 

8 
to go out on the stage tomorrow “over the ice” to Valdes 
on her way to Washington & to see the “Fleet” come 
home on February 22. - to see Darrell & visit with him. 
The stage goes at 7 a.m. in the morning –Mr. 
Parsons, Dr. Carmichael and F.S. McFarline 
also go on the same stage so she will be well 
protected. The expectation is that I will follow 
two months later. 
 

-Jany 9th - 
Debbie went out on the stage this morning for 
Valdes. – 7.a.m. Mr. Parsons, Dr. Carmichael, 
F.S. McFarline were also aboard & two French 
prostitutes. 
Its a beautiful morning - warm - only zero, and I hope 
she will have a good trip - She is going to meet Darrell. 

Diary 15,  1909 
January 9 

-9- 
“Hell is to pay, and no pitch hot”!! to use an old 
saw. The Tribune today received a telegram 
(United Press) saying that grave charges had 
been made to the President against Judge Reid 
- including the charge of the appointment of 
Goodwin, his brother in law, as Receiver of the 
Alaska Central Ry at $1500. a month;  that the 
President had discussed it at a cabinet meeting & 
that it smelled of graft, etc. 
Reid mentioned it in court and it is quite evident that he 
is scared almost white.  Later - Tonight Parks, Reid’s 
stenographer said that at 4 o’clock, this afternoon Reid 
received a telegram from the Atty Genl saying: 
“your explanation is not satisfactory to the 
President”. 

Diary 15,  1909 
January 10 

-10th - 
The Tribune gave prominence to the Reid telegrams 
this morning & both the “Times” and “News” gave it 
editorial and local mention.  Both asserted that Reid 
appointed Goodwin at my request - its amusing to see 
them run to the cover of my coattails! after the 

shameful manner they treated me in the case.  I 
intend to keep still & say nothing without I'm driven out 
& then I'll take the position forced on me.  I am told they 
blame me secretly with the whole trouble - and that 
Reid, McGinn, Goodwin, et. al. sent many long 
telegrams of defense and explanation to Washington 
last night, - that McGinn telegraphed Gov. Hoggatt that 
I was to blame, etc. etc. 
Let the galled jade wince - awhile. 

Diary 15,  1909 
January 10-11 

-10- 
Have made arrangements to have John Conna 
cook for me while Mrs. Wickersham is gone, and I 
intend to live at home & keep the house going. 

Ed. S. Orr and his wife came in from Valdes 
yesterday, - have invited them to take dinner with me 
tomorrow evening . 
Weather is fine - just about zero, and Debbie reached 
Donnelly’s on the Delta river tonight.  She is having a fine 
trip so far. 

-11th - 
Mr. & Mrs. Ed. S. Orr. Took dinner with me tonight - 
Conna is cooking for me and I am quite comfortable. 
Court is grinding along on the criminal cases. 

Diary 15,  1909 
January 12 

-12th - 
I have learned through my secret service guesses that 
McGinn sent the following telegram to Gov. Hoggatt on 
Saturday night for Judge Reid & with the Judges 
consent: 
“Charges against Judge Reid in regard to Alaska 
central investigated by Wickersham in my opinion 
though Joslin and spring his political backers for 
personal reasons.  Goodwin appointed receiver 
upon application and suggestion of Wickersham. 
Wickersham suggested appointment.  Reids 
enforcement law engendered active antagonism 
undesirables who openly boast will cause removal.  
Respectable element community strongly favor 
Reid.”  Now what do you think of 

Diary 15,  1909 
January 12-13 

12 
that??  They are squealing now like a pig under the 
fence, and are giving me all the credit for their trouble.  
Goodwin says that I had a long head - that I led him into 
the scheme, and when I had them just right that I 
exposed them, to their undoing.  They also now say 
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that Reid will not be removed summarily, but will be 
called to Washington and then be allowed to explain - 
if he can - but that they dont think he can. 

-13th - 
Capt. Richd. Roediger arrived here tonight 
from Dawson, via the Circle trail - 13 days 
on the road. 
Heard from Debbie - they reached Paxton’s yesterday 
& ought to get to Gulkana tonight - alls well. Colder - 
32° below zero. 

Diary 15,  1909 
January 14 

-14th - 
Am preparing a complaint for Monkman & Kellett v. 
Maddocks.  They say that Maddocks has embezzled 
about $80,000 of their money & that he refuses to 
account or settle.  I also learn that the “News,” “Times” 
and “Tribune”  are trying to form a combine - to do 
away with one morning paper - the “Tribune” probably, 
and carry on the morning survival and the evening 
News - They are each broke and each is trying to ease 
its fall by pushing over the other, and all are willing to 
sink together - well let ‘em go.  the camp is cursed with 
the pack. 
McGinn has been drunk ever since he has been at 
home. Court on criminal work - and taking his time 
for things. Colder - about 38° below. 

Diary 15,  1909 
January 15 

-15- 
Recd, characteristic telegram from Debbie - 
from Copper Center - this morning saying, 
“Trail, people, weather fine.  Well and Happy.” 
They escaped all the bad weather - they will 
reach Tiekhell tonight & Valdez tomorrow. 

Riggs escaped from Jail this morning - tried to burn 
schoolhouse - went into the schoolrooms with can of 
gasoline & revolver threatening children etc. - then ran 
over to George Herrington’s house threatening  - the 
chief of police - O'Connor overtook him - Riggs shot & 
so did the chief -killing Riggs the first shot.  Riggs 
undoubtedly crazy. 
Court grinding slowly – 
weather colder - 45° below zero. Catholic Charity Ball 
tonight. 

Diary 15,  1909 
January 16 

-16- 
35° - to 45° below zero. 

Telegraphic dispatches tonight to the morning 

papers say that the Alaska Central troubles for Judge 
Reid, arise from Labarei's boasting that he controlled 
the court & other receiver and that they intended to 
reorganize the Co. in the interest of the Canadian Stock 
holders, etc. etc. It is a stockholders & bondholders 
fight - It seams that Roosevelt & Bonaparte are both 
drawn into it - & the end is not yet! 
I think the local effect will be to break up the Highly 
developed graft & political machine, organized by 
Goodwin, - the Times-New-Doge-Tozier etc. bunch!  
They now have the fear of God & the Dept. of Justice) in 
them. 

Diary 15,  1909 
January 17 

-17th Sunday - 
The telegraphic dispatches say that the President 
will send a special representative here to 
investigate the charges against Judge Reid. 

It seems the trouble has grown out of the fight 
between the two rival factions in the Alaska Central 
bondholders -they made a row because Labaree - the 
co-receiver with Goodwin boasted that he controlled the 
court for his side. 
Also they kicked because while the Receivers spent 
$1.300. in caring for and protecting the property of the 
Ry. they drew down $11,000. in salary for doing it!!  
The President and Attorney General thought this was 
“graft” and say so - hence the investigation - This is the 
3rd time -in Fairbanks - where in the midst of a term of 
court - the court itself has been tried!! 

Diary 15,  1909 
January 18-20 

-18th - 
Received telegram from A. E. Light, Gales  secretary 
saying: 
“Roosevelt today asked me notify you desire see 
before 
inauguration”! 
But Light is light in both name and nature and I wont 
pay any attention to it, since if the President wished to 
see me he could telegraph personally. 

-20th - 
My case, Myers, et. al. v. Lloyd et. al. was called today 
on our application for an injunction to prevent the 
defendants from digging a tunnel under the U.S. tunnel 
site law onto the Rex Lode claim - the court upon our 
showing granted the injunction - and in my judgment 
this ends the case - for our showing is overwhelming. 
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Diary 15,  1909 
January 21 

-21st - 
Judge Reid announced in open court this morning that 
he had been ordered to come to Valdes at once to 
meet the “Investigator”, and that he would leave on next 
Thursday - poor devil I know how it feels. 
This puts our court business all “on the bum” again, but 
personally I am glad of it - very glad of it, for there were 
some peculiar things lining up in some of my cases and a 
row was just ahead - but will now be averted. 
Roediger today bought a 2/3 interest in the Tribune 
and the paper will be published by Roediger & 
McDonald. 
We compromised the litigation between the 
“Homestake” & the “Golden” claim on Little 
Eldorado & will form a holding corporation to take 
both properties. 

Diary 15,  1909 
January 22 

-22nd - 
Judge Reid announced today that he would adjourn 
court next week till March 8th - I learn that he does that 
on the suggestion of Atty Genl Bonaparte & the court 
officials think that means a “whitewash” - but it may not! 

They will go next Thursday - Judge Reid - his 
wife & Mrs. Burton - and also Marshal Love and 
Dist. Atty. Crossley have been ordered to go to 
Valdes with Reid. 

We are to have no terms - no civil cases - until 
after he returns, greatly to my relief. 
It has been from 40° to 55° below zero for a week - and 
no sign of abating. Am busy getting injunctions etc. 
in case Judge Reid does not come back - & in 
closing up in safe way. 

Diary 15,  1909 
January 24-25 

-24th - 
Sunday.  
55° below zero - some cold.  “High jinks” at the 
Tanana Club last night - a general drunk, etc. 

-25- 
The “Yucatan” reached Seattle yesterday - 
Debbie aboard & o.k. 
The stage left for Valdes this afternoon.  Orr & wife & 
Roediger went, also Marshal Love and Dist. Atty. 
Crossley. 
Crossley told me that charges had been 
made against both him and Love also, and 
that they had been ordered to Valdes to 

answer.  Reid & his “bunch” go on Thursday 
- for their investigation!! 
I got the case of the Homestake v. the Golden, asso-
ciation placer retaining claims settled yesterday - got 
$5000. in the joint concern for my services. 

Diary 15,  1909 
January 25 

25 
While Roediger was here I delivered to him the 
$4500.  which he sent me for security on the 
attachment in his case against Pritchard.  Before 
he left today he made arrangements to loan  the 
“News” the sum of $6000. through me and gave 
me $1000. and his power of attorney.  He also paid 
me $250. on account of services.  He bought a 2/3 
int. in the “Tribune” through me for $2500.00 

Telegraphic dispatches say that the bill for the 
creation of the 4th Judicial Div. will pass the Senate 
soon, having been favorably reported from the 
Senate, - it having passed the House.  Judge 
Reids friends are securing the signing of 
endorsements for him by telegrams to the 
President – they are tireless – as restless active 
grafters usually are.  

Diary 15,  1909 
January 27-29 

-27th - 
Court Adjourned till March 8th 
Had a strenuous day in court with a personal row 
with McGinn in which I lost my temper and called 
him a liar.  It was over the Jurack v. Dunbar case, 
and I still insist that I was correct even if wrong. 
 

-28th - 
Judge Reid could not go with his wife out on the 
stage today because it was 40° below zero, but will 
go Saturday, 
Attended “Marathon” race, 26 1/2 miles, last night -
Demara, the Greek, beat Wada, the Jap. - it was a 
good race. 
 

-29th - 
Busy on preparation of a lecture on the “Apaches of the 
Tanana’ which I will deliver for Rev. Bettcher's Indian 
Missions fund.  Attended Masque Ball at Eagle Hall 
tonight - as a mere spectator 

Diary 15,  1909 
January 30 

-30th - 
Judge Reid & Party got away on this mornings stage, and a 

 14



Alaska State Library – Historical Collections         Diary of James Wickersham  
MS 107 BOX 2 DIARY 15  Oct. 14, 1908 through May 20, 1909 

new story is now out that last fall Judge Reid borrowed 
$1000 from Frank Noyes (who had an important case 
on trial before Judge Reid), that when Reid came to go 
this week Noyes came & demanded his money & 
raised such a row about it that Judge Reid had to 
borrow it to pay Noyes - & that he finally got it from K. J. 
Miller - etc. 
Some time ago John L. McGinn and Billy Barrett in 
drunken condition took Dodge and McDonald, the 
Dept. Clerk, into the Tanana Club, and in the 
sudden Exuberance of their recent forgiveness of 
body for past enmities proposed them for 
membership.  For more than a month their names have 
been posted on the board for membership - the vote 
took place this afternoon - 25 votes were cast - and 20 
were blackballs -& they were thus nearly unanimously 
rejected. 

Diary 15,  1909 
January 30 

30 
Received a letter from Debbie today - she says -at 
Valdes - that she is well & strong, and in better health 
than for a long time.  She had a fine trip, had a trail 
appetite and gained several pounds in weight.  She had 
good traveling companions and greatly enjoyed the 
journey- 

My friends here are preparing to give me a 
banquet on Wednesday night before I go out on 
Thursday, and tonight I received a telegram from John P. 
Hartman asking when I would be in Seattle and saying 
that my friends there intended to give me a banquet on 
my arrival. 
Am having carpenters rearrange my offices and enlarge 
them, and I am to take Heilig and Roden into a law 
partnership with me beginning on Monday.  -They firm 
will be Wickersham, Heilig & Roden 

Diary 15,  1909 
February 1 

-Feb 1st - 
A new feature appears in the fight against Judge Reid - 
Wells, clerk of this court, has been sending Tom 
Marquam to me and my friends for a week to assure 
us that he was not friendly to Reid, and last night 
Marquam assured me that if I would not fight Wells he 
would resign and “go after Reid” - I said I would not 
fight him.  Parks, Reid's stenographer, is also 
proclaiming “graft” against Reid and he and Wells have 
agreed to squeal in unison.  So far I have done nothing 

though I intend to make complaint when I see the 
investigator - at Valdes. 
Delivered a lecture last night for the benefit of Rev. 
Chas. Betticher's Indian mission fund - subject “The 
Apaches of the Tanana”. 

Diary 15,  1909 
February 2 

-February 2, 1909 - 
Coal matters are sure in a funny shape.  Judge Reid has 
gone out to be investigated - no attention was paid 
to him except by those to whom he owed money - 
He owed the Noyes Bros $1000. and they 
demanded it so loudly that he finally borrowed it 
from “Judge” Miller - and Miller complained promptly 
as soon as he found it was borrowed to pay Noyes. - 
the Judge went unwept and unsung.  Then Saturday 
night Doge and McDonald - the judges friend and his 
deputy clerk, were blackballed at the Tanana Club - 22 
black & 3 white - and the whole gang are in a “blue 
funk”.  Wells, resigned today as clerk of the court.  He 
had already sent on Friday his friends to see me, & 
today Dan Henderson came to my 

Diary 15,  1909 
February 2 

2 
office and begged me to see McDonald whom he said 
wanted to be friendly! 
McDonald came and assured me of his high regard -
and vouched for Judge Reid’s friendship for me.  He 
smooth-bored me and I looked as if I believed every 
word he said and didn’t.  This evening Shea came also 
- the whole bunch is fighting at each other - and I am 
going to Washington, at the President’s request - and 
they don’t know why. 
On the other hand my friends are tendering me a 
banquet tomorrow night - I delivered a lecture to a 
large and fine audience last night - I have received 
an invitation day before yesterday from Hon P. 
Hartman - saying my friends in Seattle wanted to 
know when I would get there so they could give me 
a banquet etc. etc..  In short, I am up and they are down 
& I have made no complaint nor public statement of 
any kind. 

Diary 15,  1909 
February 3-4 

-Feb. 3rd - 
Busy arranging my business affairs so as to 
go out on tomorrows stage - on my way to 
Washington.  Have formed a law partnership 
with A.R. Heilig and Henry Roden. –W-H-
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&R-, and we are busy fixing up a fine office 
and they – my partners – are moving in.  All 
ready to go tomorrow. 
Banquet tonight at Eagle Hall by my friends to bid me 
goodbye. 

-Feb. 4th - 
Eagle Hall was a blaze of light, and happiness last 
night - speeches, & good cheer - a 160 friends 
sat at a great table around the Hall to help start 
me off to Washington   in the  right way. 
Judge Pratt sat at my Eighth hand - Major Clum was 
toastmaster - the band discoursed sweet music & it 
was an occasion to be proud of. 

Diary 15,  1909 
February 4 

4 
[Clipping] 
The Tanana Tribune, Thursday, Fairbanks, 
Alaska, February 4, 1909 JAMES WICKERHSAM 
BANQUET PROVES A SPLENDID SUCCESS, 
One Hundred and Fifty Friends Gather at Festive 
Board to Wish Delegate-elect Godspeed on His Career 
at Washington. 

Diary 15,  1909 
February 4 

4 
The banquet tendered last night by his well wishers to 
Delegate-elect James Wickersham at the Eagle hall was 
in every way an unqualified success.  Nearly 150 
persons were present and all entered into the spirit of the 
occasion and united in wishing the delegate Godspeed 
in a manner of which the unanimity was the striking point.  
There were no factions represented and there were no 
politics aired, there being evident a disposition to show 
Judge Wickersham that he had a united town back of 
him in his forthcoming career at Washington. 

 Major Clum acted as toastmaster and 
performed his task to everybody’s satisfaction.  He 
opened the proceedings with a eulogy of Alaska 
and spoke of the credit that was coming to the man 
who had been elected to represent this vast empire 
in the halls of congress.  His opening speech was 
followed by one from Attorney Heilig, in response 
to the toast of the president, and this always-ready 
orator rose to the occasion with an excellent 
summing up of the many great things that the chief 
executive has achieved during his term of office. 

Numerous other speakers were called upon 

and all responded in happy vein, each voicing the 
sentiment that Alaska had made a choice of 
delegate on which it was sincerely to be 
congratulated. 

At Judge Wickersham’s right hand sat Judge 
Pratt, and it was not far along in the proceedings 
when the toastmaster called on the old-time 
attorney for a talk on “The pioneer Lawyers”. Judge 
Pratt is well known as a fluent and at times, 
somewhat forceful, talker but it is doubtful if ever 
he was heard to better advantage than in his 
speech last night.  Prefacing his remarks with the 
statement that it was one of the duties of Alaskan 
attorneys to “police” the judges, Mr. Pratt touched with 
gentle inference on the fact that at times the lot of the 
practicing attorney has been in Alaska almost as 
strenuous as that of the president himself.  He then 
summed up what in his opinion were some of the 
crying needs in the matter of legislation for this country 
and suggested some remedies.  Turning to the 
delegate-elect, and speaking in the manner of one who 
talks of what he knows well and has much at heart, he 
assured his audience that he felt absolutely confident 
that James Wickersham was the man in his opinion 
best qualified to obtain at Washington what the country 
needed.  Calmly and with judicial acumen Mr. Pratt 
summed up the reasons which to prove that a wise 
choice has been made;  and that his argument carried 
weight was evidenced by the hearty applause which 
was accorded him. 

When Judge Wickersham's turn to speak 
came he was tendered an ovation, the cheering 
lasting for several minutes.  He opened his 
address by stating that he had heard Bill McPhee 
say that although this was a big reception being 
tendered to him on this occasion it would be 
nothing in comparison to that he would receive on 
his return from Washington.  This, he stated, had 
somewhat scared him, for he was well aware of 
the limitation of a delegate from Alaska in the halls 
of congress. But, he continued, although his 
name would appear on the roll at the very foot, 
"there will be no man on the floor of congress 
who will represent as great a country as I 
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represent.  I will be able to say to all of them I am 
you equal when it comes to the country I represent 

It would be his effort in congress, said the 
judge, to make that congress understand the 
character of the country he-represented and to 
show them its vast resources so that they will 
come to properly appreciate the necessity of 
doing for Alaska those things of which she is so 
badly in need. 

Referring to the promises he had made during the 
campaign he said, “I pledge you anew that I will stand 
for every one of the pledges I made.” 
But, insisted the delegate-elect, without some 
assistance his efforts are likely to be less fruitful than if 
he receive a united support from Alaskans.  Each 
could help, he pointed out, by writing to congressmen 
with whom they were acquainted and suggesting to 
them the necessity of getting back of the delegate from 
Alaska in Alaskan legislation he asked for and he 
earnestly asked that such a procedure should be 
adopted.  “I don't care if ever- I am elected again so long 
as I can accomplish some of the things which I 
promised to try to effect when making my campaign,” 
said the judge in concluding his remarks. 
Many other speakers followed Judge Wickersham and 
the talks were interspersed with songs and recitations.  It 
was nearly 2 o’clock before the orchestra played “Auld 
Lang Syn.” 

Diary 15,  1909 
February 4-5 

4 
Worked in the office till the stage starts.   Lock up 
our house & leave the key with Conna.  Our stage left 
Fairbanks at 2 o’clock in the afternoon & my friends 
gathered in large numbers to bid me good & gave 
me their cheers as the stage drove away on the jump.  
20° below zero. 

-5th - 
We reached Salchaket & remained over night at Billy 
Munson’s.  Our party is a jolly one - Burnside's, 
transportation agent for the N.C. Co. Billy Barrett, 
merchant from the Innoko, Bot. Martin – “three fingered 
Bob - miner & sourdough prospector who has traveled 
over Alaska even more than I have. Finley Monroe, 
one of the early prospectors who goes with us to get 
the aid of an oculist to save his eyes - he is nearly 

blind.  Foster, a sick miner & wood cutter & Barney 
Goss, who goes as my private secretary.  A jolly good 
crowd of fellows. 

Diary 15,  1909 
February 6 

-6th - 
We stopped at Gordon’s - 103 miles out.  Pretty good 
place - no women - plenty to eat & a good bed.  
26° below zero at night.  Trails fine & whole party happy 
& jovial. 

-7th - 
Fine trail & good day yesterday to McDavitt's old road 
house where Debbie & I reached 2 years ago almost 
frozen after an all night storm on the Delta.  Weather 
good & making good time. 

-8th - 
We crossed the summit yesterday in the usual small 
sled - double ender- one horse - the McDavitt's have 
moved up to the summit and keep the old Yost road 
house - they gave us a fine dinner & we crossed the 
summit like & down the Gulkana river - and stayed all 
night at Paxsons -making good time so far, but now it 
looks like waiting for the stages. 

Diary 15,  1909 
February 9 

-9th - 
“0ur Home” Roadhouse last night. 
We learned at Paxsons that Judge Reid - who started 
three of four days ahead of us - was sick at Miers’ - the 
next road house to Paxsons. - We reached Miers’ late 
- for we were detained till noon at Paxsons - and found 
judge Reid & his party there - the Judge was certainly 
lively & apparently a vigorous invalid.  He tried to 
engage me in an earnest and business conversation, 
but I purposely avoided it.  He did, however, ask me to 
assist him by recommending a new clerk - Wells 
resigned on the 2nd - and what he wanted was for me 
to recommend Henderson - but I evaded the matter & 
won’t have anything to do with it.  I intend to be free to 
fight him in Washington if I think I ought.  He talked 
more with Barney Goss than with me - & urged him to 
get me to appoint a clerk etc. 

Diary 15,  1909 [Inside back page - 2 photographs:] 
“On the Trail Near Salchaket” 
“Stage Leaving Gordon's Roadhouse” 

Diary 15,  1909 
February 10-11 

Feb. 10th ’09. 
a “Valdez-Fairbanks Stage Line” sticker shown and 
another photograph: 
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“At Paxson's Roadhouse” 
We stayed at the Gulkana Roadhouse last night.  
Good place but they let all the fires go out, and it 
was 42° below zero we nearly froze - but did not. 
 

Feb. 11 
At Tonsina Road House last night.  As we passed the 
great mountains on the East 

Diary 15,  1909 
February 11-12 

11 
side of the Copper River old Mt. Wrangell was 
seen to be smoking nervously - clouds were rolling 
across the great flat summit issuing from the crater. 

-12th - 
Teikhell Road house last night.  We took 
double enders here to cross the summit - 
Thompson’s Pass. 
Met Jim Fish here 4 he told me that Wilmer, the repre-
sentative from the Department of Justice had told him 
that Judge Reid was O.K. & that he intended to find in 
his favor.  As we passed Copper Center yesterday I 
received a letter from J.M. Lathrop asking me to take 
dinner with him at this house on my arrival & saying 
that Wilmer would be there.  Fish says it is a “white 
wash” - & it looks like it. 

Diary 15,  1909 
February 12 

Febry 12th continued. 
We left Teikhell road this morning at 2 o’clock 40° 
below but clear.  We were in double enders but I had a 
big fat cook from Tonsina in with me & he just about 
crowded me out - Cross the summit in a windstorm & 
reached Wortman's at 2 o’clock.  Recd, telegram from 
Lathrop asking me to take dinner with him - but one 
also from the Orr’s, & I answered the latter accepting, 
as I do not want to go to Lathrop’s with Wilmer.  Arrived 
in Valdes at 5 o’clock - bath-dinner with Orr’s, & then 
at Lathrop's request went to his house & met Wilmer - 
the investigator of charges against Reid. 
I declined to talk at Lathrup’s - so Wilmer asked me 
to go over to the Clerks office.  I noticed that the 
“dinner party” consisted 

Diary 15,  1909 
February 12 

12 
of Lathrop - the Guggenheim agent for the steamship 
Co's - the assistant at $500.00 per month of the 
Receiver for the Alaska Central Ry. Co. whose 
appt. Wilmer is here investigating & Burton, the 

deputy of the court under Judge Reid, who is being 
investigated - the deputy who “packed” the grand 
jury drawn to investigate the Cordova election frauds, 
- Wilmer & Mrs. Lathrop.  A moments conversation 
with Wilmer convinced me that he was easy - a nice 
old lady - but as unfitted for his work as a child - as a 
detective he couldn’t catch a streetcar, let alone a 
criminal.  He stated to me frankly that he considered 
Judge Reid all right but through Wells - who has 
already quit -a bad man.  Reid, Burton, Lathrop etc. 
have his entire confidence, though Reid has not yet 
arrived here. 

Diary 15,  1909 
February 12 

12 
I declined to talk to Wilmer, except in the most formal 
way & let him do the talking.  I saw it was no use, his 
opinion is formed - he told me he had already 
telegraphed it in to the Department of Justice - so 
whats  the use? 
He has been entirely surrounded by Reids henchmen -
members of the grafting fraternity - who have wined & 
dined him & carefully directed the investigation in the 
way they wished it to go.  I will say nothing but wait a 
more favorable opportunity - probably at the Dept. of 
Justice. 
My friends gave notice that a public reception would be 
tendered to me tonight at the courthouse & when I 
finished with Wilmer I went there - made there a 
speech & shook hands with the crowd. 

Diary 15,  1909 
February 12 

-12- 
I also went over to the McKinley hall for a few minutes 
to show up at the dance given in aid of some local 
matter. 
My boat - the “North Western” was to go at 12 
o’clock midnight, but readily did not get way until 5 a.m.  
When I went for my ticket Lathrop & Burton were in 
the office in close consultation- Burton slipped out & 
Lathrop wished to see me.  We went into his private 
office & he Offered me the attorneyship for the Receiver 
in the Alaska Central Ry -seemed to think I ought to take 
it & assured me that all parties - the judge, receivers 
etc. desired me to accept. I declined to consider the 
proposition and told him I would not accept it.  They 
seem danged anxious to get me hooked -but I will not 
bite at that bait. 
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Diary 15,  1909 
February 13-14 

13 
Outbound from Valdes for Juneau.  A storm raging 
& seasick. 

-14th - 
Sunday - a heavy storm.  Last night about midnight our 
ship saw a light -signal of distress and bore down upon 
a 30 foot sloop - with a small house - and even in the 
heavy storm they cried for aid & wished to be taken 
aboard - after several hours maneuvering the 
“Northwestern” got the small boat alongside & lines 
were thrown to her occupants -they caught the lines & 
as the two vessels ground the smaller to pieces the 
shipwrecked persons were pulled a board -except a 
poor boy - 18 yrs old, who was caught between the two 
vessels & crushed & drawn into the sea.  One woman 
was on the small craft & hung with one 

Diary 15,  1909 
February 14-15 

14 
hand to a rope and was dragged on board our boat - 
she is the sister to the poor boy who was drowned. 
There were seven men & the woman - all saved 
except the boy.  They had been drifting helplessly at 
Sea for eight days & were almost without water or food, 
& probably would soon have gone to the bottom. 
 

-15- 
We reached Icy Straits at dark & reached Juneau about 
midnight - I was met at the Dock by Valentine, 
Maloney, and a large number of my friends who 
insisted that I remain over in Juneau until the 
“Jeffersons” next trip down -in 48 hours, and that I 
attend a reception etc. tomorrow night.  So I will do, 
and thus visit the people of S.E. Alaska, & meet my 
friends. 

Diary 15,  1909 
February 16 

-16th - 
Spent the day in Juneau conferring with my friends, 
visiting the newspapers, etc. etc. the extent and 
character of the reception may be judged by the 
following reception committee. 
 
[clipping] 

Reception Tonight to Wickersham 
James Wickersham, delegate to congress, arrived 

on the Northwestern last night and is registered at the 
Occidental.  He will go south on the Jefferson 

tomorrow.  This evening a public and non-partisan 
reception will be tendered him at the Elks’ hall between 
the hours of 8:30 and 10:30, after which a repast will 
be served. 

The following is the reception committee:  Juneau 
– Mssrs. Valentine, Distin, Folsom, Snow, Spickett, 
Nowell, Mitchell, Heid, Cheney, Caro, Willis, J. R. 
Winn, Lyons, Shoup, Fisher, Dudley, Holford, Malony, 
Nelson, Cobb, Crowther, Sheperd, Burton, Mesdames, 
Heid, Cook, Spickett, Caro, Holford, Snow, McBride, 
Lyons, Folsom, Shoup, Nelson, Nowell, Willis, 
Behrends, Dudley, Summers, Mitchell, Malony, Cobb, 
Crowther, Shepherd.  Douglas – Messrs. F.N. 
Simpson, W. C. Boyd, P.H. Fox, O’Connor, Olson, 
Rosswog.  Treadwell – Messrs. Tubbs, J. Christoe, F. 
Hebert, D. Kinzie, D. Webster, Mesdames D. Kinzie, 
Hebert, Christoe, Tubbs. 

 
Later: the reception tonight was the largest & most 
enthusiastic  that I ever received.  It brought out all 
the people apparently in Juneau. 
The Elks Hall was filled when I reached there and 
my friends found that more than a reception was 
expected -so I was obliged to make a set speech. 
After music by the band and orchestra & the speech, the 
reception was held - then the large dining hall was 
thrown open to a public feast.  It was a great 
reception. 

Diary 15,  1909 
February 17 

-17- 
My reception last night was flattering to me and my 
friends and I greatly appreciated the great crowd & 
their hearty good will.  The Record - Hoggatt’s own 
paper had the following account today: 
 
[clipping] 
JUNEAU, ALASKA, WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 
17, 1909 
MANY ALASKANS MEET DELEGATE 
WICKERSHAM AT ELKS HALL 
The pubic and non-partisan reception given to 
Judge Wickersham, delegate to congress from 
Alaska, last night in Elks' hall by the people of 
Juneau and Douglas is and was an unqualified 
success.  The evening’s proceedings began with 
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musical solos by the Juneau native band and Carl 
Strom’s orchestra.  Rev. D. Holford introduced 
Judge Wickersham to the audience in an 
appropriate speech, interlarded with the 
characteristic witticisms of the reverend gentleman.  
When Judge Wickersham stepped forward to 
address the large gathering he was greeted with 
prolonged applause.  In his preliminary remarks he 
stated that he had come to the gathering in his 
“glad rags” as he expected it to be a social 
function, but it looked to him more like a political 
meeting, and on asking his friends what was 
expected of him he was told to get up and make a 
speech.  Judge Wickersham's address was 
constantly interrupted 

Diary 15,  1909 
February 17 

17 
[clipping continued] 
by applause.  In the course of his remarks he said 
that although the election was over he did not think 
it would do any harm for him to reiterate his pre-
election promises and to state to the people of this 
vicinity what he was going to Washington prepared 
to do for Alaska.  In the first place he advocated a 
limited form of territorial government for Alaska 
which would allow Alaskans to make their own 
laws but continue to leave the burden of the 
judiciary and executive branches, as now, on the 
federal government.  He would ask that the 
legislature’s powers of taxation be limited so that 
the burden of the support of the country should not 
fall too heavily on the corporations that are opening 
up and developing the North.  He advocated a just 
tax against the cannerymen and the doing away 
with the rebate on salmon-fry.  He also said that 
better laws were needed for the conserving of the 
fisheries of Alaska and a stop placed on the 
wanton destruction of the fish. 
A labor lien law was necessary in this country, not 
so much in the vicinity of Juneau, but in the interior, 
where he would like to see the miners lien on the 
winter dumps taking precedence over all other 
claims. He advocated the appointment of an 
inspector of mines for Alaska so that the [clipping 
continued on next page in diary] 

Diary 15,  1909 
February 18 

-18th - 
[clipping continued] 
men who worked in the placer mines 
of the Tanana and in the quartz mines of the 
country could do so under proper precautions 
safeguarding their lives. 
The delegate impressed upon the minds of his 
listeners that when he arrived at Washington he 
would be a very small potato indeed, and big things 
would be expected of him from the people of 
Alaska.  He told them that he could not even vote  
in Congress, neither could he address the 
members from the floor of the house, but that all he 
could do would be to talk in the committee rooms.  
Although he would be the smallest potato he would 
represent more coal than the two senators and 
thirty-six representatives form Pennsylvania.  He 
would represent more gold than the two senators 
and thirteen congressmen from California.  He 
would represent more copper than Montana's 
representatives would; and would represent 
greater fishing interests than all the senators and 
congressmen combined along the Atlantic coast.  
In fact, though the small potato – somewhere near 
the bootblack stand - he would represent the 
greatest empire in the country.  He asked everyone 
who wanted to, to write and tell him what they 
thought Alaska needed.  No matter how many 
letters he received from his friends in Alaska 
[clipping continued on next page in diary] 

Diary 15,  1909 
February 17 

-17- 
[clipping continued from previous diary page] 
 they would all receive his attention.  He wanted 
the whole country to help him in the great work that 
was before him.  In concluding Judge Wickersham 
said: “I am for peace, honest and honorable, or I 
am for war.  I will not interfere with any other officer 
or official and I shall not permit any officer or official 
to interfere with me.” 
Before taking his seat Judge Wickersham said that 
he would now confirm the pre-election promise 
made by Emery Valentine, that in the event of his 
election the capital of Alaska would remain in 
Juneau, he would go further, and state that he 
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would do all he could to have an appropriation 
made for the construction of suitable public 
buildings in this city. 
At the conclusion of the judge’s remarks the 
audience came forward and shook him by the 
hand, after which the rest of the evening until 
midnight was spent in dancing and partaking of the 
bountiful repast that had been provided. 
The Recon said editorially: [clipping] 
After last night Judge Wickersham may truthfully 
say, like the great Roman emperor, “Veni, vidi, 
vici.” 
 
Marshal Shoup today informed me that he had 
resigned to take effect July 1, and I told Maloney, 
and Valentine & my other friends & told them to get 
busy to secure  a good man whom we can 
recommend for the place.  Will leave tonight on the 
“Jefferson” for Seattle much pleased at my 
reception by the people of Juneau, & Douglas 
Island. A fine feeling exists towards me here, now. 

Diary 15,  1909 
February 18 

-18- 
We reached Wrangell this afternoon & I spent an hour 
with “Chips” Cole, Patenude, & my other friends talking 
over the town, its prospects, etc. and old days -and the 
election.  No political demands are made on me here.  
About midnight we reached Ketchikan and I was met at 
the wharf by Capt. Connell Forrest J. Hunt and other 
friends and spent two hours visiting the town. 
Could not see Ex-Gov. Swineford, who is old and feeble 
and asleep in bed.  My visit here was very pleasant 
and enjoyed by me - and apparently by my friends.  
Ketchikan is an important place, and I have many 
friends here – but they do not make any political 
demands on me. 

Diary 15,  1909 
February 21 

-February 21st- 
Sunday. Reached Seattle this morning at 9:30 and 
went to the  Rainier - Grand Hotel.  Debbie has 
gone on to Norfolk Va.- the fleet will reach there 
tomorrow & she will see Darrell. 
The “P-I.” this morning has the 
following = Dozens of my Alaska 
friends are here and I am to have 
a banquet by the Arctic Club at 

the Washington Hotel. 
 
[clipping] 

WICKERSHAM TELLS OF LEGISLATIVE 
{22nd}DUTIES{P-I} 

Delegate-Elect From Alaska Will 
Introduce Bill in Congress Calling 
for Limited Territorial Government. 
 
[clipping] 

GIRL WILL GREET 
 JUDGE WICKERSHAM 

She Bears Invitation From 
North Yakima to Visit 

That City 
Petite Margaret Mulrooney, sister of 

Alaska’s only woman banker, Miss B. 
Mulrooney, of Dome Creek, will be the first 
to welcome Judge Wickersham, delegate-
elect from Alaska, as he steps from the 
steamer Jefferson at 10 o’clock this 
morning.  Miss Mulrooney represents the 
Commercial Club, of North Yakima, where 
there is a big colony of Alaskans who have 
quit raising pay dirt to raise pay fruit. 

When it became known in North 
Yakima that Judge Wickersham was due in 
Seattle thee was a stir among the Alaskans.  
Of course, everyone over there isn’t an 
Alaskan, but a few Alaskans can make a big 
stir.  And the Commercial Club decided that, 
owing to so many Northern farmers – 
reformed miners – asking that the judge be 
invited to visit that city, it was best to send a 
delegate to Seattle to meet him.  Then with 
a united voice the Alaskans in the 
Commercial Club demanded that they send 
Miss Mulrooney.  She arrived yesterday. 

“I guess it was because I supported 
Judge Wickersham in Yakima in the last 
election,” said Miss Mulrooney.  “Of course, 
we couldn’t vote over there, but say, I went 
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away out to the back end of our ranch and 
just whooped it up when I got the Post-
Intelligencer telling of his victory.  That was 
the only time I felt that women should vote 
and really I hope they never will, for had I 
had the opportunity I just know I would have 
repeated.  Isn’t that what you call it when 
you vote twice?  Really, I believe I would 
have voted twice or maybe more than that. 

“Of course, we all know and like Judge 
Wickersham, and on account of my ardent 
enthusiasm, I guess the Commercial Club 
has sent me here. 
“If Judge Wickersham cannot visit us Alaskans in the 
Yakima country he will just have to make a speech from 
the platform of the cars.  I came over here to get 
recognition, and I am going to win out,” and pretty 
Margaret Mulrooney stamped her little foot to 
emphasize the fact that if the Northern Pacific does not 
hold its train for a few minutes it had better pull up its 
tracks and move to some other valley. 

Diary 15,  1909 
February 21 

-21- 
CONSERVATIVE MEASURE 

LIKELY TO BE FAVORED 
Beyond affirming the adherence to the platform upon 
which he was elected delegate to Congress from 
Alaska, and promising to work in Congress for the 
passage of a bill conferring some form of territorial 
government upon the great rich Northern country, Judge 
James Wickersham, who arrived yesterday from 
Fairbanks, would not commit himself when asked for a 
statement of his plans for future work at the national 
capital. 

“Following out the terms of the platform upon which I 
was nominated for delegate to Congress, I shall, shortly 
after I assume office at Washington, seek to obtain the 
passage of a bill providing for a limited form of territorial 
government for Alaska.  The details of this measure 
have not yet been worked out, but naturally there. will be 
provided a scheme for every part and division of Alaska 
to be represented in the legislative body or council 
consisting of two houses. 

“I believe that if a measure is carefully drawn and 

conservatively framed much less opposition to it will be 
manifested than if a radical measure were introduced.” 

In the foregoing words Judge Wickersham concisely 
stated his policies today.  He will be guest of honor at a 
banquet at the Hotel Washington Tuesday night, at 
which possibly he may make a more extended 
statement of his political ambitions and views.  At the 
Rainier-Grand Hotel where he was a guest today he 
met Mrs. Wickersham, who preceded him to Seattle 
some days ago. 

Judge Wickersham will do everything 
possible in his power to aid in the construction of 
wagon roads in Alaska and will also aid in the 
passage of laws  designed to assist in the 
construction of railroads. 

“What the people of Alaska seem most to 
need, if one of their necessities can be chosen 
from the rest as most important, is quick mail 
communication and transportation,” said Judge 
Wickersham.  “I realize that it is a difficult matter to 
impress upon persons unfamiliar with Alaska and 
its resources the value and merit of measures 
having for their object the construction of lines of 
transportation and communication in the great 
Northern gold-bearing country.  But I shall not be 
found wanting in bringing to bear all the influence I 
may possess in behalf of these measures for 
Alaska’s good, nor shall I overlook any 
opportunities to inform the members of Congress 
who do not know the true conditions existing in 
Alaska the facts regarding that territory.” 
 
[clipping] 
 

WICKERSHAM WILL 
 REACH CITY TODAY 

All Alaskans in Seattle Will 
Go Down to Pier to 
{21st}Meet Him{P-I} 

Judge Wickersham will arrive in Seattle this 
evening on the steamer Jefferson, and Alaskans in 
town will go down to the dock to give their delegate 
elect to congress a welcome.  Last evening at the 
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Butler, Northern, Rainier-Grand, Washington, 
Washington Annex, Butler Annex and other hotels 
Alaskans from nearby points began to gather, 
regardless of political affiliation. 

At a meeting yesterday of the committee having in 
charge the banquet to be given Judge Wickersham by 
the Arctic Club next Tuesday evening, the following 
programme was decided upon: 

John P. Hartman, toastmaster; Gov. M.E. Hay, 
“Greetings From Washington”; James Wickersham, 
“Response”; Judge R.A. Ballinger, “Alaska in National 
Affairs”; J.E. Chilberg, “Alaska and the Fair”; R.W. 
Jennings, “Home Rule”; F.M. Brown, “Our Guest as 
Judge”; A.J. Daly, “Greetings from Northwest Alaska”; 
“Abe Spring “Seattle Spirit”. 
The banquet will be held in the main dining room of 
the Washington hotel.  Tickets are being sold 
rapidly, and a large attendance is assured. 

Diary 15,  1909 
February 21 

-21- 
While it is a special desire by the Arctic Club that all 

Alaskans in the city be present, the affair is not for Alaskans 
exclusively.  It is desired that there be a large attendance of 
representative Seattle people. 

Those desiring tickets should make arrangements 
through the office of the secretary of the Arctic Club at the 
earliest possible date.  

 
My friends are to give me a banquet at the 
Washington Hotel.  Monday I went over to Tacoma 
– all right Donnelly Hotel.  Saw Judge Geo. T. Reid 
& back to Seattle Tuesday morning. 

Diary 15,  1909 
February 22 

-22nd- 
[clipping] 
[portrait photograph] 
James Wickersham 

WICKERSHAM TO 
URGE HOME RULE 
FOR FAR NORTH 

Alaska's Delegate Wants Steel 
Highway Into Tanana 

District 
PROMOTES GOOD ROADS 

Advocates House and Senate as Ter- 
ritory's Legislative Body - Favors 

Lien Law to Protect Miner - Will 
be Modest in his Demands 

Judge James Wickersham, delegate-elect from 
Alaska, arrived in Seattle yesterday from 
Fairbanks. 
The steamer Jefferson, on which he came out, 
was an hour ahead of time, and in consequence 
the several hundred Alaskans who intended to 
welcome him to the city filed down to the wharf 
only to find that he had gone to the apartments 
reserved for him at the Rainier-Grand. 

Judge Wickersham refrained yesterday from 
discussing political conditions in Alaska.  He said that 
he was the delegate of the people as indicated by their 
votes, and he wanted all Alaskans to help him, no 
matter who they were or what their affiliations.  So far 
as he was concerned personally, he was on the 
peaceful mission to the capital for which he was 
elected, and , representing the people of that district, he 
intended to voice their wishes. 

Today he will receive the Alaskans in the city at his 
rooms on the first floor of  the Rainier-Grand.  This 
afternoon he will go to Tacoma for a few hours. 
He will meet all who come today.  Tomorrow evening he 
will be the honor guest at a banquet at the Washington 
Hotel, where 150 Alaskans and personal friends will 
meet him.  The banquet is given under the auspices of 
the Arctic Club. 

He will leave here on Wednesday morning for Yakima 
on the invitation of former residents of Alaska who are 
now farmers in that valley.  He will be met at the -depot 
by a band and the leading citizens of the valley and 
escorted to the Chamber of Commerce, where an 
informal reception will be held. Autos will then take him 
for a spin, after which he will attend a banquet in his 
honor.  The Alaskans of Yakima will then claim him for 
the rest of the evening.  He will then proceed direct to 
Washington.  He will be accompanied on the trip to 
Yakima by a number of Alaskans. 

Discusses Legislation 
“Alaska is so big, has such a great future, has such 
a thriving population, has so many things to be 
done to bring it into the rounded, finished territory, 
that I hesitate to say what is most needed,” said 
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Judge Wickersham, yesterday, when asked 
concerning his efforts in congress for Alaska. 

Diary 15,  1909 
February 22 

22 
[clipping continued] 
“I am fully aware” he said, “that few in Washington 
understand Alaska, and yet it is my hope, my 
ambition to inform congress what we need that we 
may forge our way to the front.  We need much 
and yet we need little.  If we can succeed in 
severing the ties that hold us back we will forge 
ahead.  It is easy to suggest, but I am aware it will 
be difficult of accomplishment. 

“I shall stand on the platform on which I was 
elected.  I shall advocate the territorial form of 
government I consider advisable for the people at 
this time.  I shall favor a scheme for building 
railroads in Alaska, and I want wagon roads, for I 
know this is the one great prayer of the people, 
immediate means for quick letter communication 
and transportation of light express.  I shall ask for 
mining inspectors, whose duty it shall be to protect 
life in the mines.  We need practical men alone for 
this, not politicians. 

Wants a Legislative Body 
“First and foremost of the questions which the 

people in the North discuss is that of a legislative 
addition to our present form of government.  It is 
the one department of the three essentials to 
government by the people.  We have already the 
judicial and the executive departments; we lack the 
vital, the most essential.  I shall introduce a bill in 
congress providing for a limited form of 
government.  I will advocate two houses, both 
elective, the senate to be made up of three men 
from each division, while the lower house can be 
made up of, say, eighteen members, selected 
according to population as by other states or 
territorial electors. 

“I shall not propose that they be given the 
same legislative power granted in other territories.  
Rather it will be limited, in fact, so modest that I 
feel congress cannot overlook our request. 

“We do need, and I shall say we want it so we 
can have the right to pass a lien law to protect the 

miners who are laboring for wages.  We must have 
the right to supplement our mining laws.  It is as 
necessary to us as navy to the nation.  It is our one 
great industry.  We want to protect, to foster it.  We 
want to encourage capital to come in there and we 
are just as anxious to throw a protecting arm over 
the miner who is now struggling with so many odds 
against him.  Who better than Alaskans can say 
what those laws should be? 

“I realize that the special session of congress 
which will be called by Mr. Taft is for the sole 
purpose of a tariff revision.  When I reach 
Washington I shall acquaint myself with all the 
members who are on the committees who have 
anything to do with territories and impress upon 
them the [end of clipping] 
 

ALASKA GIRL WINS 
POINT WITH JUDGE 

Her Invitation on Behalf of 
North Yakima Accepted 

by Wickersham 
The girl won.  Margaret Mulrooney, of North 

Yakima, accomplished her mission to Seattle and she 
is happy.  Miss Mulrooney is the young Alaska woman 
selected by the Commercial Club of North Yakima to 
come to Seattle and invite Judge Wickersham to stop 
and accept the hospitality of the men of the North who 
have made their home in the Yakima district. 

Miss Mulrooney was one of the first to greet Judge 
Wickersham as he stepped ashore.  She was fairly 
beaming with happiness.  The Jefferson, arrived an hour 
ahead of time and there were few down to the steamer.  
Incidentally, the Seattle reception committee was not 
on hand.  But the little Alaska girl was there. 

“Yes, I’ll ride up to the hotel with you,” she said, in 
answer to an invitation by Barney Gross, Mr. 
Wickersham’s secretary, to step into the auto.  “ I have a 
great secret to tell you, Mr. Wickersham,” said the girl, 
with some hesitation, and then the whole thing was out 
of the bag. 
Judge Wickersham listened to her, and Miss 
Mulrooney told of this man, who was on Discovery 
at Cleary; another, 4 below on Dome; one from this 
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and that creek, all over Alaska, who are now raising 
apples in the Yakima valley. 

“And are they all there, Miss Mulrooney?” inquired 
the judge. 

“Why, I haven’t named half of them, and they do so 
want you to stop over for just a few hours.  Won’t you do 
it?  See here is an invitation.” 

“Yes, I will,” said Judge Wickersham.  “I note there 
area a great many friends of mine on the list you have 
named, and if they have sent you here to ask me to 
meet them, they retain the warmth of friendship they 
had in the North, and they are the kind of friends to 
have.  I will visit there Wednesday.” 

“I don’t want to go to the hotel.  Won’t you put me 
off here?” said Miss Mulrooney. 

“Why certainly; but what is your hurry?” 
“I want to send a telegram to North Yakima.” 

I am to go over to Yakima, on my way East, and stop 
over & visit my friends there.  There are a lot of Alaska 
people there & they have invited me & Alaskans in 
Seattle to come & we will. 

Diary 15,  1909 
February 23 

-23- 
[Menu] 

ARCTIC CLUB BANQUET 
TO 

HON. JAMES WICKERSHAM 
HOTEL WASHINGTON, FEBRUARY 23, 1909 

MENU 
---- 

TOKE POINTS 
OLIVES  CELERY  SALTED ALMONDS 

STRAINED CHICKEN GUMBO 
CALIFORNIA BASS 

CHICKEN LIVER BROCHETTE 
SLICED TOMATOS 
ALASKA PUNCH 

ROAST FILET OF BEEF, WASHINGTON 
JULIENNE POTATOS 

WALDORF SALAD EN SURPRISE 
ICE CREAM 

ASSORTED CAKE 
CHEESE  CRACKERS 

COFFEE 

Diary 15,  1909 
February 23 

-23- 
Was accorded a flattering reception tonight at the 
banquet given to me by the Alaska – “Arctic Club” - in 
the Washington Hotel.  162 Alaskans and Seattle and 
Tacoma businessmen sat at the tables.  Reception in 
the gentlemens parlor before banquet.  I was introduced 
by William Pitt Trimble Pres. Of the Arctic Club and John 
P. Hartman my Seattle lawyer friend acted as 
toastmaster. 
 
[clipping] 

DELEGATE-ELECT 
WANTS SEATTLE 
TO HELP ALASKA 

James Wickersham Is Guest at 
Banquet Given by the 
{P-I}Arctic Club{24th} 

ISSUES AN ULTIMATUM 
Representative of North Says He 

Will Book No Interference From 
Any Other Official Of Territory at 
Capital-Desires Legislature 

 
James Wickersham, of Fairbanks, delegate-elect 

to congress from Alaska, was the honored guest of 
the Arctic Brotherhood and the people of Seattle at a 
banquet last night at the Hotel Washington.  Mr. 
Wickersham was warmly received, and he was 
visibly affected by the demonstration accorded him.  
In his speech he pledged himself to the interests of 
his Alaskan constituents above all else, and begged 
the aid  

[portrait photograph] Hon. James Wickersham, 
Delegate-Elect to Congress from Alaska 
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of the people of Seattle and Washington in 
upholding him in the work to which he has been 
chosen.  While mentioning no names, he issued an 
ultimatum that if any official of Alaska should try to 
embarrass him at the national capital he would 
thereby precipitate a fight, the scars of which the 
enemy would carry to his political grave.  The 
delegate-elect received the splendid welcome from 
the hundreds of representative men present as 
evidencing more their interest in Alaska than in 
himself personally.  He outlined his views on 
territorial government, stating that what he wanted 
for Alaska was a legislature with limited power, but 
with sufficient authority to handle the local affairs of 
the territory, which have grown too numerous and 
too great to be handled through the departments of 
the national government. 

Gathering Representatives of Alaska 
The banquet was served in the rathskeller of the 

Washington, which had been decked for the 
occasion.  The tables, arranged in a hollow square 
about the room, were decorated with blushing red 
carnations and lighted with delicate-tinted 
candelabra.  Life and color were everywhere, and 
the buzz of Alaska talk and the laugh o f good-
fellowship and good stories filled all the moments 
not occupied with the elaborate menu and the feast 
of reason. 

John P. Hartman was toastmaster.  At his right 
sat Mr. Wickersham and his left H.C. Gill, acting 
mayor of Seattle.  The guests filed into the banquet 
room at 8 o’clock, and it was after 10 when William 
Pitt Trimble, president of the Arctic Club, rapped for 
order. 

Mr. Trible, in introducing the toastmaster, paid a 
tribute to Judge Wickersham as “the most 
distinguished citizen of the territory of Alaska” 
which brought forth an ovation to the guest of 
honor. 

Mr. Hartman then read letters of regret from 
public officials of the state and nation.  
Complimentary references to Judge Wickersham 
were greeted with enthusiastic applause. 

Judge Wickersham’s Speech 
“It is a great pleasure to me to be with you – 

doubly a pleasure to have you meet in this way in 
support of Alaska and Alaska matters.  You are 
taking this action, I believe, to show your interest in 
the territory which has elected me its third 
delegate.  You have been kind to say nice things of 
me and to cheer me.  Years ago, as judge, I went 
down the Yukon river to Circle City.  You know old 
Matt Weber, who ran a roadhouse up there, Matt 
was a great grouch.  I had heard of him before, and 
I tried to propitiate him.  He was standing at the 
door when I arrived.  I said, ‘Are you Mr. Webber?’  
He did not reply.  ‘I’m Judge Wickersham,’ I said.  
He answered quickly, ‘Oh, the hell you are!’  He 
then proceeded to roast shyster lawyers, and he 
roasted lawyers all the rest of the evening.  So it is 
not all compliments, but the knocks make the 
compliments all the more acceptable.  I take it as a 
tribute to Alaska.  I am an Alaskan-have mushed it 
from Valdez to Tanana and down to Nome.  I have 
roughed it, and been as lousy as any one who ever 
mushel it on the trail. 

“In speaking of territorial government-the burning 
issue in Alaska politics for years-What do you 
mean by territorial government?  We have had for 
years an executive department, the governor, the 
executive officers, the judicial department in three 
courts.  But never before the case of Alaska has a 
territory been organized without a legislature. 

“Now, I am not going to interfere in the work of 
any other official of Alaska.  No other gentleman is 
authorized to represent the people of Alaska in 
congress.  I am responsible.  I alone am 
responsible for that.  I expect no interference.  I do 
not believe that any other official will so far forget 
his oath of office as to presume he represents the 
people of Alaska ands to interfere in my work in 
congress.  That man, whoever he is, is going to get 
into a fight.  And if such gentleman wins over me 
he will carry away scars of the battle for all the rest 
of his life. 

Judge Wickersham’s closing appeal for Alaska, 
given in an even, earnest voice, roused the 
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gathering to a pitch of great enthusiasm, and he 
took his seat amid a storm of applause that 
amounted to a demonstration. 

Judge Ballinger Sends Message 
Judge R.A. Ballinger, the next secretary of the 

interior, was unable to be present owing to a 
pressing previous engagement.  In a telephone 
message transmitted to the gathering by Chairman 
Hartman, he communicated to them the following 
message: 

“As secretary of the interior, and a citizen of 
Washington, a very large part of whose 
development is due to the great and cordial trade 
relations existing with the territory of Alaska, I 
promise that I will co-operate with Mr. Wickersham 
in obtaining for Alaska everything that great 
territory demands and stands in need of.”  Judge 
Ballinger announced also a promise from President 
Taft that the president will have three members of 
his official family (the cabinet) visit and personally 
inspect the territory of Alaska during his term and 
that Alaska might expect form him any legislation 
looking toward its further great progress, prosperity 
and development which might be recommended by 
these gentlemen after personal consultation with 
the citizenship and the elected delegate of the 
territory. 

Guests Present 
Those present included: 
James Wickersham, John P. Hartman, E.A. Von 

Hasslocher, E.R. Dunn, Barney Goss, Elmer A. 
Friend, A.J. Daly, H.C. Gill, William Pitt Trimble, 
F.M. Brown, R.W. Jennings, E.S. Harrison, Carl M. 
Johanson, George Max Esterly, George E. 
Baldwin, Frank Kernan, Charles G. Debney, Sol 
Spring, Fred Vogeler, S.H. Kelleran, F.E. Youngs, 
Thomas Larson, J.L. Lewith, L. Duke, J.H. Irving, 
J.H. Davis, Ed C. Russell, A.D. Pinneo, Abe 
Spring, W.R. Morse, E.L. Webster, Henry R. 
Harriman, Clark Davis, Dr. I.H. Moore, W. H. 
Ferguson, George E. Miller, S.F. Rathbun, J.B. 
Powles, E.B. Scott, F.M. Caldwell, A.F. Albertson, 
of Tacoma; A.H. Soelberg, Maurice D. Leehey, 
B.S. Paschall, M.D.; H.R. Elliott, John H. Bunch, 

Charles S. Wills, Charles H. Hyde, Fred T. Fischer, 
E.G. Anderson, H.L. Turner, Andrew Nerland, J.L. 
Briggs, J.C. Gaffney, C.A. Banghart, Samuel 
Archer, D.W. Burchard, J.L. Yocum, J.T. Gray, 
Wallace Langley, George Butler, H.F. Berry, James 
Fish, sr.; D.B. Olson, O.C. Foster, L.W. Suter, 
Thomas Bruce, W.V. Rinehart, Godfrey 
Chealander, H.E. St. George, of Fairbanks; W.H.B. 
Thomas, Harvey S. Jordan, C.S. Weeks, J.H. 
Smith, Ralph Hopkins, G.F. Clark, J.T. Dickson, 
R.J. McChesney, J.J. Cavender, I.W. Boothby, 
R.S. Bates, M.K. Rodgers, E.C. Hawkins, Omar J. 
Humphry, F.P. Meyer, W.J. Heney, J.G. Price, B.D. 
Mills, J.L. Green, E.M. Carr, C.S. Hannum, F.J. 
Nestor, William L. Collier, J.M. Davidson, C.C. 
Coulter, C.L. Morris, W.H. Bush, J.P. Scearce, J.P. 
Anderson, C.E. Crutcher, Ralph S. Stacy, Alex 
Larson, J. Herbine. 

Diary 15,  1909 
February 23-24 

-23- 
[Clipping] 

President Sends His Regrets 
Letters And Telegrams Were Read From President 

Roosevelt, Through William Loeb, Jr., His Secretary; 
Vice President Fairbanks, Senator Ankeny, 
Congressman Humphrey.  Senator-Elect Wesley L. 
Jones, Gov. S.G. Cosgrove, Acting Gov. M.E. Hay And 
Falcon Joslin, Who Had Been Invited To The Banquet. 

-24th - 
The Foregoing Account Was In The Post-Intelligencer 
This Morning & The Following Editorial – Also Clipping 
Following From The “Times”. – “Times”  Act. – [W- Drew 
A Small Sketch Of A Finger Pointing At Clippings] 
 

BATTLE GAGE 
 HURLED AT  
HOGGATT 

Delegate-Elect James Wicker- 
Sham Of Alaska Says There  
Will Be War If Anyone Seeks  

To Interfere With Work. 
HE ALONE HAS POWER TO 

        SPEAK FOR NORTHLAND 
Gives Notice He Will Brook No  

Meddling With Official Duties  
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At Banquet Tendered Him By  
Alaskans And Business Men. 
 

What Alaska Wants. 
Delegate Wickersham, of Alaska, announces that 

his main purpose in congress will be to further the 
scheme for giving Alaska a full territorial 
government.  this is the pledge of the platform on 
which he was elected, and he was elected as an 
independent candidate, in opposition to the 
candidates of both of the regular political parties, 
because of that platform and his pledges to follow 
it. 

It is difficult to see how congress can honestly 
find arguments to avoid giving the people of Alaska 
what they ask, the same measure of self-
government that is given every other community 
over which the American flag floats.  The kanakas 
of the Hawaiian islands and all of the many semi-
barbarous tribes of the Philippine islands today 
have a larger self-government than is accorded the 
white American citizens of a territory on this 
continent. 

Of course Judge Wickersham will ask other 
things of congress, things which it is right and just 
that this great undeveloped territory should have.  
He will ask that some assistance be given to the 
construction of railroads to open up the interior.  
Congress has extended such assistance liberally to 
the Philippine islands, which have been a burden 
upon the country instead of a help to it since their 
acquisition.  Alaska has been more than self-
supporting.  It has been a revenue producer since 
its acquisition, and, commercially, the trade with 
Alaska is more valuable than that with any other of 
the noncontiguous territories of the united states. 

Whatever The Legitimate Demands Of Alaska 
may be, in presenting them to congress Judge 
Wickersham should have the earnest and hearty 
support of the entire delegation from the state of 
Washington, for whatever furthers the interests of 
Alaska or aids towards the development of its 
wealth of resources must aid Washington. 
 

Diary 15,  1909 
February 24 

24 
In response to an invitation to be present at the 

banquet given last night to Judge James 
Wickersham, Vice-President Charles W. Fairbanks 
wired the following: 

“I regret that it will be impossible for me to 
accept.  Extend to Judge Wickersham my heartiest 
congratulations and good wishes.  The people of 
Alaska have honored themselves in honoring him.  
He will bring to his official duties a high order of 
ability and a devotion to duty which is reassuring to 
the future welfare of the great territory from which 
he comes.” 

Regrets were also received from President 
Roosevelt through his secretary, William Loeb, Jr., 
from former United States Senator Levi Ankeny, 
from United States Senator Wesley L. Jones, who 
is now in Washington, from Gov. S. G. Cosgrove, 
dated at Paso Robles, Cal., from Acting Gov. M.E. 
Hay, from Congressman William E. Humphrey and 
from Falcon Joslyn, a Tanana operator now in 
Chicago. 

“I am the sole and only representative elected 
from Alaska to go to Congress.  No other man has 
the right to say he represents Alaska, and while I 
shall not interfere with the duties of any officer of 
Alaska, should any such officer undertake to 
interfere with me in the discharge of my duties, or 
seek to represent himself as representing Alaska, 
there will be war, and that war will be of the 
offensive kind and if I go down to defeat, my 
adversary will carry scars the remainder of his life.” 

In the foregoing language, Representative-elect 
James Wickersham, of Fairbanks, Alaska, last 
night hurled the battle gage in the direction of Gov. 
W.B. Hoggatt, of Alaska.  The sensational 
announcement, or challenge, made by Judge 
Wickersham, was entirely unexpected, for it came 
in the midst of a speech covering in a general way 
the legislative needs of Alaska and his own plans 
for providing the relief sought. 

So, therefore, the startling words uttered in 
stentorian tones by the representative, who is no 
mean orator, quite electrified the big crowd of 
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Alaskans and Seattle business men gathered at 
the banquet at the Hotel Washington last night in 
honor of the delegate-elect, by the Arctic Club and 
Seattle business men. 

Not less striking was Judge Wickersham’s 
pronouncement as to corporations, railroad, mining 
and fishing, operating in Alaska.  He spoke 
evidently without any extended preparation, and 
when he came to handling the corporations which 
many Alaskans have been fond of abusing as 
monopolies in years past, he spoke with great 
deliberateness, weighing each word carefully and 
watching the effect of his utterances on his mixed 
audience of local wholesale merchants and 
manufacturers and Alaska mining operators, the 
one class selling annually millions of dollars worth 
of supplies to the other class. 

I do not want to see anybody have power to build 
a barb wire fence around Alaska and her coast, 
keeping others with capital from coming into the 
country to develop it,” said the delegate from the 
North.  “I want to see the fishing corporations who 
take millions of dollars worth of canned salmon 
form Alaska’s waters, contribute some of that rich 
profit for the maintenance of her courts, her 
schools and other institutions.  Why, the packers 
used to pay $80, 000 a year tax on their catch in 
Bristol Bay, where now they contribute nothing, a 
law having been passed relieving them of the tax 
as long as they start and conduct fish hatcheries. 

“I would change this, so that these fishing 
corporations would pay something towards the 
maintenance of Alaska’s courts.  Only six months 
ago the fees in the Third District of Alaska were 
doubled because there is no money coming in from 
the fish tax and the courts are bankrupt, so that 
every litigant must now pay twice as much as the 
service formerly cost him to get into court, to serve 
papers, etc. 

“I am in favor of getting capital into the country for 
the construction of new railroads, and I do not want 
to lay a straw in the way of any man or corporation 
seeking honestly and legitimately to develop 
Alaska and her great resources by the construction 

of railroads.  But these corporations, while they get 
a square deal in return.” 
(Applause) 

Judge Wickersham eloquently told of Alaska’s 
great natural resources.  He said: 

“While as a delegate from Alaska, sent by the 
people of that territory to Congress, I will not have 
the right to vote, and will be in a class with the 
gentleman from Porto Rico, that from the Hawaiian 
Islands and from the Philippines, and thus will be at 
the foot of the class, I will maintain that not even 
the thirty-five representatives and two senators 
from the great state of Pennsylvania will represent 
greater natural wealth in coal than Alaska 
possesses.  Nor will I admit that the great 
delegation from California will represent as great 
wealth in gold as that contained within Alaska’s 
boundaries, and I will maintain further, that no man, 
either senator or representative in Congress, will 
have the honor to represent a greater or a better 
people than the residents of Alaska.” (Cheers.) 

Judge Wickersham said that while he will urge at 
all times the passage of a law conferring greater 
powers of government on Alaska, he does not 
believe in the wisdom of a bill providing for a 
county form of government in Alaska.  He said he 
would urge the creation of a legislative body with 
limited powers, and specifically limiting its powers 
to levy taxes.  His position on this subject, he said, 
was governed by his desire to do nothing which 
would deter capital from entering the territory. 

H.C. Gill, acting mayor of Seattle, in a humorous 
speech, welcomed Judge Wickersham to the city.  
Acting Gov. M.E. Hay sent a letter of regrets, as 
did J.E. Chilberg who was ill in his room, and 
Judge R.A. Ballinger, who was detained by a 
previous engagement.  Judge Ballinger, in his 
letter, specifically pledged himself to aid Judge 
Wickersham in every possible way to get better 
laws for Alaska and to aid in the development of 
the territory. 

“I will promise him,” said Ballinger, “that three 
members of the cabinet will visit Alaska this year.” 
(Applause.) 
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W.P. Trimble presided and introduced John P. 
Hartman as toastmaster.  The latter coined a new 
phrase, “Alaska-Washington-Seattle-one and 
inseparable,” that made an instantaneous hit with 
the big crowd.  J.B. Powles spoke for the business 
men of Seattle, and A.J. Daly, Fred M. Brown and 
Abe Spring were the other speakers on the list. 
 
The P-I  said editorially – in its paper. 
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[clipping] 

What Alaska Wants. 
Delegate Wickersham, of Alaska, announces that 

his main purpose in congress will be to further the 
scheme for giving Alaska a full territorial 
government.  This is the pledge of the platform on 
which he was elected, and he was elected as an 
independent candidate, in opposition to the 
candidates of both of the regular political parties, 
because of that platform and his pledges to follow 
it. 

It is difficult to see how congress can honestly 
find arguments to avoid giving the people of Alaska 
what they ask, the same measure of self-
government that is given every other community 
over which the American flag floats.  The kanakas 
of the Hawaiian islands and all of the many semi-
barbarous tribes of the Philippine islands today 
have a larger self-government than is accorded the 
white American citizens of a territory on this 
continent. 

Of course judge Wickersham will ask other things 
of congress, things which it is right and just that 
this great undeveloped territory should have.  he 
will ask that some assistance be given to the 
construction of railroads to open up the interior.  
Congress has extended such assistance liberally to 
the Philippine islands, which have been a burden 
upon the country instead of a help to it since their 
acquisition.  Alaska has been more than self-
supporting.  It has been a revenue producer since 
its acquisition, and, commercially, the trade with 
Alaska is more valuable than that with any other of 
the noncontiguous territories of the United States. 

whatever the legitimate demands of Alaska may 
be, in presenting them to congress Judge 
Wickersham should have the earnest and hearty 
support of the entire delegation from the state of 
Washington, for whatever furthers the interests of 
Alaska or aids towards the development of its 
wealth of resources must aid Washington. 
 
[photograph of James Wickersham] 
 
Upon request of the Yakima Com. Club. I left 
Seattle this morning for N. Yakima – with me F.M. 
Brown & wife Valdes.  John Nestor of Nome, Butler 
of Fairbanks, Miss Mulrooney & Barney - Arrived at 
Yakima at 3:00 o’clock & were met by a delegation 
of Yakima business men.  Alaskans & the band. 
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-24th – Continued. 
We had a long automobile ride around country- & 
dinner with Mrs. Charbonneau, Mrs. Jesse Noble, 
Miss Mulrooney, Miss Johnson & our party.  There 
was a reception at the Yakima Club rooms & a 
banquet at the hotel - speeches, toasts, etc. etc. 
It was a most pleasant affair and both I and my 
friends greatly enjoyed it, and the Alaskans in 
Yakima also seemed pleased. 
Left Yakima at 3:20 in the morning - Barney & I, for 
Washington, while our friends from Seattle went back 
over there. 
Following is from Yakima papers, 25th 
ALASKA ADDS MORE TO  

THE AGGREGATE WEALTH  
 THAN ANY OTHER STATE 
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[clipping]  

SAYS JUDGE JAMES WICKERSHAM 
Yet Her Delegate Is Allowed No  

Voice arid Her People Have No  
Power to Make Laws - Aid of  
Washington Asked to Help People  
Work Out Their Salvation. 

“Yakima has carried off Alaska’s prettiest girl and 
is beginning to carry off many of her most desirable 
citizens who are making their homes in this valley, 
therefore Yakima owes much to Alaska,” said 
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Judge James Wickersham at the smoker at the 
Commercial club last evening in addressing a large 
representation of this community’s leading citizens. 

Judge Wickersham’s speech rang true and that 
the claims made by his friends that he is the idol of 
the people of Alaska was borne out by his sincerity 
and earnestness. In a few well chosen phrases he 
drew a word picture of Alaska’s importance to this 
state and to the United States as a producer of 
wealth and as a consumer of products and 
contrasted this with the lack of consideration that is 
accorded that territory in legislation and law 
regulation. 

His remarks were in part as follows:  Alaska 
produces more gold in placer and quartz than the 
state of California, yet Alaska’s delegate has no 
voice in the making of her own laws, for her 
delegate is allowed no vote in congress and she 
has no legislature at home. 

“Alaska produces more copper every year than 
the state of Montana, and yet Montana has her two 
senators and five congressmen.  Alaska has a 
greater deposit of coal than any other state, not 
even excepting the great state of Pennsylvania, 
which is represented in congress with two senators 
and 35 congressmen.  Alaska produces a greater 
supply of fish every year than any other state, and 
embraces a greater extent of territory than all of 
that part of the United States east of the 
Mississippi river, and yet form the least state in the 
union to the greatest, her delegate to the national 
legislative halls is only one stage higher up than 
the man who blacks the congressmen’s shoes or 
the barber who shaves the whiskers from their 
faces. 

“Up in one wing of the national capitol is an 
entrance over which is a sign which reads, 
“Finance Committee Rooms.”  If when I get to 
Washington I should even attempt to enter that 
sacred hall I have no doubt but that they would 
throw me down stairs for my impudence, and yet 
Alaska pours more than 20 million dollars in virgin 
gold into this country every year and during the last 
12 years there has not been one year when she 

did not pay back her purchase price many times 
over. 

“At the time that gold was discovered in Alaska 
the coast cities of Washington and the whole state 
was in the grip of hard times and the whole 
commonwealth was almost bankrupt, but the flood 
of gold which has flowed into this state has turned 
the tide upward and it is steadily increasing.  In 
Seattle I learned that the assessed valuation of 
property had increased by over $140,000,000 in 
the last decade alone, mainly because of the 
immense Alaska trade that has been developed. 

“Our population is increasing and it is discovered 
that Alaska is a great market, a great market for 
Yakima products, and that she is rich in deposits of 
minerals. She lies just beyond Puget sound and 
Washington is and always will e the recipient of her 
untold wealth.  Her people are coming to Yakima to 
invest their money and make their homes. We pay 
the highest prices for what we buy and we are now 
going to ask that the people of the coast sates who 
are directly interested in Alaska, and particularly 
Washington, which state is most interested, to help 
us secure something from congress. 

In the first place we want a territorial legislature to 
clothe the skeleton of laws already in force, with 
flesh and blood.  We want laws that will enable us 
to untangle the little matters like property liens and 
laws to prohibit miners form leaving open shafts 
unprotected.  These seem insignificant, but when 
there is no provision for any of these trifling 
subjects, the aggregate evil is something colossal. 

“We want you to ask Senator ‘Yakima’ Jones to 
intercede for us and all of the other Washington 
legislators to do likewise, so that Alaska may have 
the opportunity to work out her own salvation.  WE 
have demonstrated our ability, we want the rights 
to which our importance to this country entitles us.” 

The smoker was of an informal character and 
was opened with appropriate remarks by Mayor 
Armbruster, President Alexander Miller, Judge 
Whitson and Judge Bruce Milroy of Nome presided 
and introduced Judge Wickersham. 
Judge Brown, mayor of Valdez, followed Judge 
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Wickersham and during the course of his remarks 
he took occasion to pay tribute to Judge 
Wickersham in the following words: 
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“It has been my privilege to appear before courts 

over which Judge Wickersham has presided at 
every session since he has been in Alaska and I 
have never known a man of higher integrity, of 
more intelligence, or a man better read in the law 
than our present delegate-elect to congress.  We of 
the north know full well that his offices there will not 
be in vain.” 

Judge Brown was followed by Messrs. Nestor of 
Nome, Thomas of Dome and Berry of Fairbanks. 

The distinguished guests were met at the train 
upon their arrival Wednesday afternoon and taken 
for a spin in autos, after which Mrs. B.A. 
Carbonneau served a dinner at her home. 

Judge Wickersham is hurrying to Washington to 
confer with President Roosevelt before he retires 
from office, at the president’s request.  He was only 
prevailed upon to pay a visit to Yakima through the 
persistency of Miss Margaret Mulrooney, who 
camped on his trail until he finally consented. 

The entertainment of the Alaskans was 
concluded with a banquet at the Yakima hotel, 
consisting of several delicious courses, followed 
with a program of toasts presided over by Judge 
Milroy.  Those responding were: Judge 
Wickersham, Judge Brown, Messrs. Snyder, 
Redman, Bounds, Henry and Secretary James of 
the Commercial club. 

A SUGGESTION. 
The ceremonies attending the visit of Judge 

Wickersham and party in this city were productive 
of a closer bond between Yakima and the land of 
the midnight sun.  As a result of it the needs of 
Alaska were voiced in a forceful and pertinent 
manner and the mutuality of interests between 
Washington and Alaska made plain. 

The idea has been suggested that because of 
the understanding which has been reached 
through an acquaintance with Judge Wickersham 
and his ambitions for his constituency, the 

governing board of the Commercial club instruct 
the secretary to prepare a letter to Senator elect 
Jones and Congressman Poindexter, requesting 
them to use every possible endeavor to pave the 
way for and bring about if possible the legislation in 
congress that Judge Wickersham, acting for 
Alaskans, is seeking. 

It need not be explained that this would at once 
make it plain to Yakima’s representatives that 
Washington must look out for Alaska, that she 
owes it to Alaska to exert this influence, and 
furthermore, it will show the men at Washington 
that this community is on the alert for the 
furtherance of her interests and that these interests 
have risen above log rolling to the plane of broad 
minded statesmanship. 
 
[clipping] 

JUDGE WICKERSHAM 
AND PARTY ARRIVE 

Enthusiastic Welcome Given 
Alaskan Delegate at Railway 
Station. 

Dines With Mrs. Carbonneau, 
Reception, Smoker and Ban- 
quet Tonight. 

Judge James Wickersham, Alaskan delegate to 
congress, and his party, were given a hearty 
welcome at the Northern Pacific station this 
afternoon, when the train arrived from Seattle, by a 
host of his old friends who knew him in the north, 
the Commercial club and prominent citizens.  The 
juvenile band turned out for the occasion and there 
was a big crowd at the station.  Former Alaskans 
predominated in the crowd and were first to rush 
their way through to grasp the hand of Judge 
Wickersham.  He gave them all a hearty 
handshake and he and his party were then 
whisked off in automobiles by former Alaskans for 
a ride about the city and surrounding country. 

Dines With Mrs. Carbonneau. 
The party will take dinner with Mrs. B.A. 

Carbonneau, at her home, 315 South Fourth street, 
remaining as the guest of the only woman banker 
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in Alaska form 6 until 8 o’clock.  From Mrs. 
Carbonneau’s home the party will be escorted to 
the rooms of the Commercial club, where a smoker 
and reception will be held in honor of Judge 
Wickersham under the auspices of the club.  
President Alex Miller, of the Commercial club, will 
preside at the smoker and there will be short 
speeches by those called upon, and Judge 
Wickersham will be asked to deliver an address.  
an orchestra will intersperse the program with 
music. 
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Banquet Given by Friends. 

After the smoker Judge Wickersham will again be 
placed in the hands of his Alaskan friends, who 
have arranged to give him a big banquet at the 
Yakima hotel.  Covers will be laid for 50 to 75.  
Judge Bruce Milroy will act as toastmaster and 
there will be a number of addresses.  The banquet 
will continue till about train time, when Judge 
Wickersham and his party will leave Spokane and 
the east. 

Ballinger Party in Spokane. 
Judge R.A. Ballinger, who is slated for the 

secretaryship of the interior, will not be a member 
of the party as originally planned.  Word was 
received by Secretary James, of the Commercial 
club, and Mrs. Carbonneau, yesterday that 
pressing business in Spokane would compel Judge 
Ballinger to leave Seattle at once over the Great 
Northern.  President Alex Miller, of the Commercial 
club, tried to get Judge Ballinger by telephone last 
night, and have him reconsider, if possible, but he 
could not be reached. 

Accompanying Judge Wickersham were Frank 
M. Brown, mayor of Valdez; John Biglow, a 
millionaire of Alaska; Frank Berry, of Berry Bros., 
and Barney Goss, secretary to Judge Wickersham. 

One More Stop-Over. 
The party will stop at Spokane tomorrow where it 

will be joined by Judge Ballinger, and then they will 
all proceed to Washington, getting there just in time 
for the inaugural.  A party of friends of Judge 
Ballinger’s and Judge Wickersham’s will entertain 

them in Spokane, and may also accompany them 
to Washington. 

Judge Wickersham has a large number of warm 
personal friends living in North Yakima and vicinity, 
with whom he became acquainted in the earlier 
days in Alaska.  It was through their efforts that the 
delegate was induced to stop over. 
 
[clipping] 
YAKIMA IS CLOSELY  
 RELATED TO ALASKA 
Judge Wickersham Explains 

Allied Interests at Smoker 
and Banquet. 

Party Welcomed and Enter- 
tained By Commercial Club 
and Old Friends. 

That Judge James Wickersham, Alaskan 
delegate to congress, was pleased over being 
persuaded to stop over in North Yakima to visit old 
friends and be the guest of the Commercial club, 
was indicated in addresses he made before the 
Commercial club and at the banquet at the Yakima 
hotel last night.  The other members of the party 
were just as well pleased. 

Judge Wickersham said he wanted help from 
North Yakima to carry out his mission as the non-
voting member of the Alaska legislature, which 
meets in Washington to “not make laws” for his far 
away country.  He appealed to his hearers to use 
their influence with Senator Jones, Senator Piles, 
and the congressmen from this state to assist him 
in getting the ear of congress, which might result in 
remedial legislation.  He said the interests of the 
Yakima valley are very closely allied with those of 
Alaska, the big red apple being exchanged for 
yellow gold. 

Smoker at Commercial Club. 
After dinner with Mrs. B.A. Carbonneau the party 

of Alaskans went to the Commercial club rooms, 
where a reception and smoker were tendered to 
Judge Wickersham and his party.  President Alex 
Miller, of the Commercial club, presided, but in 
honor to the party and the many Alaskans in the 
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room, his duties were placed in the hands of Judge 
Bruce Milroy, who has “seen service” in Nome.  
Mayor Armbruster welcomed the party to the city 
and Judge Wickersham was introduced. 
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Alaska Contributes Much Wealth. 

“Alaska contributes more to the aggregate wealth 
of the United States,” he said, “than any other state 
in the union, yet the people of Alaska have no 
voice in the making of their laws, no self 
government.  Alaska is rich in all the mineral 
resources, she produces more gold than California, 
she has a greater copper field than Montana, a 
greater deposit of anthracite coal than the state of 
Pennsylvania, is rich in timber lands and her 
fisheries are greater than all the states combined, 
yet the citizens of Alaska may only elect a delegate 
to her ‘legislature’ in which he does not even get a 
vote.  We are sending over $20,000,000 annually 
in gold alone to the United States, and we are just 
starting.  The state of Washington and the 
northwest get the greater part of the benefit of our 
treasure because it all comes to Seattle.  We are 
your best customers for much that you produce we 
give you yellow gold for, and pay 25 to 50 cents 
each for your red apples, and send our people 
down here to purchase your land and help build up 
this great valley with their gold. 

Built Up State. 
“Seattle is just about half way between New York 

and Alaska.  Seattle has been built up with Alaskan 
gold and is destined to be the great metropolis of 
the Pacific coast.  But it is now learned that Seattle 
does not need the gold from Alaska as in former 
years, and it must find another market, close at 
home, for exchange.  That market is your beautiful 
city of North Yakima.  Our people are coming here, 
paying you your price for your land, investing their 
gold, and many of them are making their 
permanent homes among you.  North Yakima is 
next to Seattle to Alaska, the first city this side of 
Puget Sound to attract your wealth and it is doing 
so.  We ask you to help us.  We ask you to use 
your influence with ‘Yakima’ Jones and Senator 

Piles, and the entire Washington delegation, to get 
the legislation we need to develop our great vast 
resources of wealth.” 

Judge Brown Speaks. 
Judge Fred M. Brown, mayor of Valdez, was the 

next speaker.  Diverting from a discussion of the 
amount of gold produced in Alaska, he said they 
had a great coal fields untouched, a climate on the 
southern shores that is surpassable, no colder than 
in the Yakima valley; thriving cities, agricultural 
land which raises potatoes, strawberries, 
vegetables, wheat, hay and other farm products 
equal to any in the United States.  He used his time 
in telling of other things about Alaska, many of 
which were unheard of except by those who have 
lived in that northern country. 

Other speakers were Judge Edward Whitson, of 
the Eastern Washington judicial district of the 
United States court; Frank Berry, of Berry Bros., 
wealthy mining men of Alaska; John Nester, of 
Nome, and George Thomas, the United States 
court commissioner at Nome, who has already 
invested heavily in the Yakima valley. 

Banquet for the Visitors. 
After the smoker a banquet was served at the 

Yakima hotel by resident Alaskans.  Covers were 
laid for 60.  Judge Milroy acted as toastmaster, and 
responses were made by Judge Wickersham, 
Attorney A. Snyder, Judge Brown, Dr. A.J. Henry, 
William H. Redman; Irvin Bounds and Secretary 
James, of the Commercial club. 

Yakima Outdoes Seattle. 
Before adjournment Judge Brown rose and said: 
“I just asked my friend Berry here the day of the 

month. He said it is the 27th.  We have dined nine 
times in the last 48 hours and, basing his 
calculation on three meals a day, figures three 
days ahead of time.  In Seattle we were given a big 
banquet, but I want to say here, that this spread, its 
service and entertainment, is better and nicer than 
we had in Seattle.” 

Judge Wickersham and his secretary, Barney 
Goss, left at 3:20 this morning for Washington.  
Judge Brown returned to Seattle today and will sail 
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for Valdez Monday morning. 
 
[clipping] 

ALASKANS YAKIMAS’ DEBTORS. 
During the week just passed it has been the good 

fortune of the people of Yakima valley to meet and 
know many of the foremost figures in the political 
and business activity of the far north.  Receptions 
and banquets in honor of Judge James 
Wickersham and his distinguished party have been 
tendered and mutual felicitations exchanged. 

Of the career of Alaska’s idol and honored 
delegate to the congress of the United States, all 
were more or less familiar before his visit.  The 
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latter contact with his wonderful personality and his 
engaging manner, has endeared him to the hearts 
of the people of this community full as much as 
though he were one of our own men.  Whatever his 
people at home may think of him, he is regarded 
just as highly here, and his ambitions and 
aspirations for his constituents are shared even as 
much as they are by those who elected him to the 
distinguished office which he is seeking to fulfill in 
the capital of this nation. 

As proof it is only necessary to mention the letter 
of instruction that is being prepared by Secretary 
James of the Commercial club to Senator Jones 
and Representative Poindexter in congress asking 
them to do all in their power to enable Judge 
Wickersham to accomplish the very worthy objects 
that he seeks in his mission to Washington.  So 
strong was Judge Wickersham’s appeal and so 
thoroughly sincere was his evident purpose to 
accomplish needed legislation in connection with 
his visit to congress, that the people of Yakima felt 
intuitively that the very least that they could do 
would be to exert every possible political influence 
in his behalf. 

It has been the good fortune of the management 
of this paper to meet and know many of the 
remarkable characters of Alaska.  They are 
estimable gentlemen.  Much more might be said 
but it has been our experience that to know them 

well is a rare privilege and one well worth 
cultivating.  That Judge Wickersham was delighted 
with the good fellowship and the “Godspeed” that 
Yakima gave him is only a corroboration of the 
heartfelt desire of all Yakimans for his future 
success and welfare. 

Alaska is a wonderful place.  The richness of her 
resources are well known.  The hospitality and the 
generosity of her people is significant.  All who 
have lived and labored in the northern wilds, lover 
her and well they may, yet when certain aims and 
ambitions have been accomplished, her people 
look forward to making their homes in a clime 
where the winters are less rigorous and where 
more of the associations emblematic of earlier 
associations are to be obtained. 

In years gone by these men who fought and 
toiled and struggled to wrest from the wealth of this 
northern country a competence which might enable 
them to establish themselves in the states, have 
expected to locate in Seattle, because Seattle to 
them has ever been synonymous with “home.”  In 
the evolution of events and the onward march of 
time, Seattle has grown to a great metropolis.  
Property values and investment opportunities have 
grown apace and there is no longer on Puget 
sound the chance of investing in a moderate 
fortune and realizing the returns that were possible 
a few years ago. 

As a result of this situation, Alaskans have been 
coming to Yakima.  They give testimony to the fact 
that they have found in this community a home 
which offers all of the advantages of fellowship of 
Seattle and, what is more, all and more of the 
opportunities of investing a little money with the 
prospect of returns in a measure commensurate 
with the opportunities to which life in the land of the 
midnight sun has accustomed them. 

Such people as Henry Cook, Mrs. B.A. 
Carbonneau and Judge Thomas of Fairbanks, 
Judge Bruce Milroy and John Mestor of Nome and 
Judge Brown of Valdez, who have purchased and 
become infatuated with the beautiful Yakima valley, 
are indicative of the strength of the appeal which 
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the inherent advantages of this clime suggest to 
the men and women who have made good under 
conditions far more trying than those of the 
community which they have chosen for their final 
home and resting place. 

Yakima has tendered to the distinguished men 
and women of Alaska not one bit more hospitality 
and but little more attention than is extended to all 
other visitors who are in question of a home and 
favorable surroundings in the great northwest.  But 
Yakima likes good citizens and Yakima people 
know none better than Alaskans.  The people of 
that country are always and at all times welcome in 
this city and community not because they have 
money, but because they are worthy of the very 
best that any people are able to accord. 

Yakima trusts that many others from the north will 
come to Yakima and become acquainted with us.  
If they like us and see in our valley opportunities for 
investment, all well and good; if they feel that the 
proper opportunities for investment are not to be 
found here, we are satisfied.  Yakima wishes them 
the greatest possible success and the greatest 
amount of happiness that is to be found anywhere 
on God’s great footstool.  No other people deserve 
more, we trust that they will never obtain less. 

Diary 15,  1909 
February 24 

24 
[clipping]  
{Times}  DO YOU SEE THAT CHIP?  {3/2/09} 

Now comes into public view Hon. James 
Wickersham, delegate-elect from Alaska.  Head erect, 
eyes front, like a man ready to dare and die, he is 
winging before the gaze of all beholders - in his hands a 
club, on his shoulder a chip. 

“Don't you knock that chip off,” says he. 
“He means just what he says.  In general terms he is 

addressing all comers, and he wants it understood from 
the outset that any man who trifles with the chip is more 
than likely to encounter the club. 

Specifically, he is reputing some almighty plain talk to 
Hon. Wilford B. Hoggatt, Governor of Alaska. 

Back of it all is political history, which Wickersham, 
who has a good memory, chooses not to forget.  

Primarily it relates to the manner in which certain 
delegates were sleeted for the Republican National 
Convention last summer; secondarily, it goes a bit 
further into the past. 

“While I shall not interfere with the duties of any officer 
in Alaska," says Judge Wickersham, “should any such 
officer undertake to interfere with me in the discharge 
of my duties, or seek to present himself as 
representing Alaska, there will be war; that war will be 
of the offensive kind, and if I go down in defeat my 
adversary will carry the scars the remainder of his life.” 

Thus the Delegate concedes to the Governor the 
right, if he so choose, of constituting Washington, D. C., 
the winter capital of Alaska; but there must not be any 
executive meddling with the legislative business of the 
territory.  Such an act on the part of the Governor will 
be construed as unfriendly, and tantamount to a 
declaration of war. 

While the Governor may take his instructions from 
the Chief Executive, the Delegate proposes to go his 
own way, according to his own sweet will and the 
exigencies as they may arise.  He feels entirely qualified 
to fight his own battles. 

When the voters of Alaska elected Wickersham, they 
picked a man who has been in many a live scrap and 
has learned to grow; fat on mix-ups.  He was appointed 
judge, and made Alaska too hot for thimble-riggers and 
sure-thing artists - consequently they got after him to 
prevent confirmation.  Despite uncompromising 
opposition in the Senate, he held the place, spending 
many a long and weary day at the National Capital, trying to 
get a fair-and-square deal.  Finally, when he quit, he 
had not been licked - it was a drawn battle. 

In his new capacity, Wickersham is going back to the 
councils of the nation.  He remembers the experiences 
of Delegate Frank Waskey, genial and competent, 
whose name had such an insidious and inviting sound 
that it always provoked a smile. 

Also he has in mind the testimony of Delegate Tom 
Cale, rough-and-ready, who liked not the devious ways 
of the national lawmakers and who will have to pass 
through several reincarnations before he can recover 
from his disgust at the chicanery of politics. 

Wickersham has also noted that both his official 
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predecessors encountered the “other representatives” 
of Alaska, and he knows that their recollection on that 
score is so unpleasant that they prefer not to talk about 
it. 

Hence Wickersham, embossed with chip and armed 
with club, proclaims: 

“I am THE SOLE AND ONLY representative elected 
from Alaska to go to Congress. 

That is to say, he intends to be “on the job,” or know 
the reason why. 

Since Alaska has always been an anomaly - a 
territory without a territorial form of government - a 
community that has been roundly taxed without having 
had the least representation -the “representative” from 
Alaska has been very much like a foundling.  Certainly 
there have been self-constituted “men of influence,” 
ever ready with patriotic fervor to turn an honest dollar 
in promoting legislation supposed to be in the interest of 
the territory; but for the most part the fatherless child has 
been left on the doorsteps of some good-natured 
Senator or solicitous Congressman. 

Thus it has happened that there have been 
discovered in official life the following-named “Special 
representatives” of Alaska: 

Hon. Knute Nelson, Senator from Minnesota. 
Hon. William Sulzer, Congressman from New 

York. 
Hon.   F.   W.   Cushman,   Congressman   

from Washington, 
Hon. Will E. Humphrey, also Congressman from 

Washington 
In view of Delegate Wickersham’s pronunciamento, it 

would appear to be up to the aforenamed Senator and 
Congressmen to take notice. 

Nelson, with McCumber, fought Wickersham to the 
last ditch in the judgeship controversy - it is said not 
because they loved Wickersham any the less, but 
because they loved somebody else who wanted the 
job, (and whom they would be able to name) a great 
deal more.  With them the new Delegate is not 
particularly eager for a fight.  While he is not exactly 
inviting them out, the chances are that if they happen 
into his path he will glance at the chip and grip the club 
a little tighter. 

It is much the same with the others, but not quite so 
much so.  They may be, and probably are, regarded as 
harmless and inoffensive. 

Sulzer is interested in blue foxes and peacock copper, 
from which sources he hopes to add to his already 
comfortable store.  He wants to take a summer jaunt to 
the Southeastern coast, view the landscape from the 
comfortable deck of an excursion steamer, and when he 
gets home tell all about the country, even to the frozen 
reaches of the paleo-crystic sea. 

Cushman is so closely identified with Alaska that he 
considers himself a favorite son.  Once he was North 
on legal business, and after hurrying to Washington he 
tried unsuccessfully, under the “constructive grab”, to 
collect mileage from a point near the north pole to the 
National Capital, totaling some $1,500.  Ever since that 
time he has regarded himself as one of the “special 
representatives”, and has affected to be expert on all 
Alaskan legislation. 

Humphrey once braved the thickets of Kodiak, and 
triumphantly ambushed a brace of ferocious bears.  He 
potted mother eagles by the score and as trophies 
stripped the Bird of Freedom of her legs and claws.  With 
picturesque regularity he has gallivanted between the 
igloos of the Arctic and the thatched huts on the 
Isthmus of Panama; and on that basis appears to think 
that he, too, has a preferred lien on the title of Alaska's 
“special representative.” 

To them once and all “Jim” Wickersham gives notice.  
The founding dodge is out of date.  It belongs to the 
inglorious past.  Wickersham is “The Sole and Only,” 
and he wants them all to remember not to forget. 

Wickersham has no vote, that privilege being denied a 
Delegate.  But he has a right to the floor, he has his 
voice, his brain, his brawn, a big club and a highly-
sensitized chip.  He is likely to prove an interesting 
study in the primitive art of “swatting” 

Diary 15,  1908 
February 28 

Feb. 28th 
Reached Chicago at 10 a.m. and remained 2 
hours. Frost, of the Alaska Central Ry. met me 
and we went to Union League Club and smoked & 
talked the 2 hours about his road & receivership 
thereof in Reid’s court in Alaska.  Explained the 
situation fully to him - he is very bitter against 
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Judge Reid for appointing Goodwin & Labaree & 
allowing nearly $4000 per month receiver’s salary. 

Left Chicago at Noon for Wash.  Judge Ballinger, 
Sec. of Interior, is on my train & have already had 
many fair talks with him - especially this afternoon.  He 
strongly urges me to avoid open warfare in Washington 
with Hoggatt & Shackleford & says 

Diary 15,  1909 
February 28-
March 4  

-28- 
I shall have a fair deal with the administration. 

Mch. 1st 
Reached Washington today & found Debbie at the 
Raleigh Hotel waiting for me.  She has had her visit to 
Hampton Roads - Norfolk, Portsmouth - saw the fleet 
reach home from its tour around the world.  Darrell is all 
well & had a visit with him.  He is still on the “Louisiana” 
and will come to Washington in a week for his 
examination for promotion to a Lieutenant. 

Mch 4th  
Inauguration Day Of Taft. 
This was a frightful day - a heavy snow storm raged all 
forenoon and spoiled the outdoor parade etc.  A foot of 
snow and slush covered the 

Diary 15,  1909 
March 4 

4 
streets and made marching bad & waiting in line 
dangerous. 
Contrary to the usual custom the inaugural ceremonies 
took place in the Senate Chamber.  As a Delegate-
elect I had a seat on the Senate floor & saw & heard 
the whole ceremony - President Taft was sworn in & 
Roosevelt came forward & shook hands with him, 
talked in a low tone to him & then retired through an 
outer door - and left immediately for his home in New 
York. 
Taft read his inaugural address.  The Senate was 
convened in special Session - V.P. Sherman took his 
oath & station as presiding officer & Fairbanks retired.  
New Senators were sworn in – “the King is dead - long 
live the King,” - the change was made. 

Diary 15,  1909 
March 4 

4 
Debbie saw the parade etc. from a covered seat oppo-
site - north of - the Treasury Building.  We have been 
at the Raleigh Hotel, but will go to the Portland - 14th & 
Thomas Circle, on Monday.  Congress will meet in 
special session on the 15th to take up Tariff Legislation. 

 
[clipping] 

TALKED ABOUT IN HOTEL LOBBIES 
President-elect Taft's selection of Judge Ballinger to be 
Secretary of the Interior is particularly pleasing to the 
people of Alaska, and, I may say, to the whole of the 
Northwest, said Judge James Wickersham, delegate-
elect from Alaska, at the Raleigh.  Judge Wickersham, 
who was United States judge of Alaska for several 
years and resigned to make the race for Congress, 
arrived in Washington yesterday to attend the 
inauguration, and will remain through the extra session 
of Congress. 

No man in the whole country has a more 
comprehensive knowledge of the needs of Alaska than 
has Judge Ballinger,” continued Judge Wickersham, 
“and if Mr. Taft had selected a Secretary of the Interior 
with the particular purpose in view of dealing with 
matters in Alaska he could not have found one so 
competent.  The secretary of the interior, more than any other 
officer of the Federal government, will have an important work 
to perform in regard to Alaska, and it is because Judge 
Ballinger knows that country and its needs more intimately than 
any other public man that people of the Territory are happy 
over his selection. 

“Alaska,” continued Judge Wickersham, “will be one of the 
most important sections of the United States in the 
years to come.  The people out there are not thinking 
of Statehood, except in the distant future, but they do 
want, and will strive to obtain, a Territorial legislature, 
which they should have.  We produce more coal than 
Pennsylvania, more gold than California, and more fish 
than any other part of the world, to say nothing of our 
seal fisheries and the possibilities of agriculture.” 

Judge Wickersham has been many days on the way 
from Alaska.  His home is in Fairbanks, 400 miles from 
the seaport of Valdez.  In the winter season it is 
necessary to take the trip from Fairbanks over snow. 
“We were about eight days on the trip from Fairbanks to 
Valdez,” said Judge Wickersham.  “A large part of the 
road must be traveled in single-horse sleds, and a stop is 
made every night at a roadhouse along the route.  When 
we approach Valdez we had to turn aside to allow a great 
string of sleds going into the interior to pass.  There must 
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have been 200 of these sleds, following one after the 
other.  This shows what a large amount of goods is going 
into the interior.” 

Diary 15,  1909 
March 7 

 [James Wickersham’s identification card to get 
into President Taft’s inauguration ceremony] 

-7- 
It was proposed to give a dinner to Cale, but it was 
thought that Gov. Hoggatt would not be inclined to attend 
so a bunch of Alaskans invited all Alaskans to meet 
tonight at Hancock’s restaurant.  1234 Pennsylvania 
Ave. - a mere informal gathering of Alaskans, each to 
pay his own share - & thus rob it of personal or political 
features.  Next page is the “P.I.” account. 

Diary 15,  1909 
March 8 

8 
[clipping] 

WICKERSHAM TOASTS HOGGATT; 
GOVERNOR DRINKS TO DELEGATE 
Alaskans Attend a Love Feast 

in Washington-Politics 
are Barred 

WASHINGTON, March 7. - (Special.) 
-Nineteen Alaskan who are in Washington, gathered 
around the board at Hancock’s restaurant last night at 
a harmony dinner.  The seating arrangement was such 
that Delegate Wickersham sat on Gov. Hoggatt's right and 
Falcon Joslyn, of Fairbanks, was seated at the 
governor's left. Harmony prevailed, but no politics was 
talked.  Delegate Wickersham proposed the Governor's 
health, and the Governor reciprocated by proposing the 
delegate's health.  Those present, beside the governor 
and the delegate, were: L.P. Shackleford, Falcon Joslyn, C.W. 
Young, Daniel Sutherland, A.E. Light, Michael J. Sullivan, 
Charles E. Herron, ex-Delegate Cale, P.J. Costen, J.C. 
McBride, Barney Gross, Joseph Sullivan, Wythe Denbick, Mr. 
Vanhook, Mr. Judd, Harry White and Peter verified. 

WALTER E. CLARK. 
{Seattle P.I. March 8, 1909}  
 
There seems to be a desire on the part of Gov. 
Hoggatt’s friends to give it a “political harmony” color 
which it was not intended to have.  Still I favor a mere 
harmonious arrangement of Alaskan affairs for the 
Administration would soon tire of our bickerings - I 
want results in legislation, and would gladly forego 

personal quarrels to get them, but I will not be imposed 
on - nor will I permit them to put me in the light of tamely 
surrendering to Hoggatt. 

Diary 15,  1909 
March 10 

-10th - 
On account of Ballinger’s suggestion of the “Big Stick” - 
and to get my self established again in the regular 
Republican organization I am ceasing to fight Tom 
Lyon’s candidacy for Judge in Alaska.  I am urging his 
unfitness to sit at Juneau, - but my objections do not 
seem to be as effective here as they are in Juneau - 
but I'll do my duty & let the consequences fall where 
they may!  Shackleford & I have talked with Secretary 
Ballinger & then with Atty. Genl. Wickersham & have 
consented to let the following be appointed without 
objection, so as to avoid a petty fight & probably get 
nothing for ourselves or Alaska: 

Diary 15,  1909 
March 10-14 

10 
We consent to: 
Tom Lyons, Judge, (to Succeed Gunnison) 
Dan Sutherland, U.S. Marshal, 
W. C. Powell, “ “ 
P. D. Overfield, Judge (to succeed Reid) 
C.D. Murane, U. S. Dist. Atty. (new division). 

Further than this we could not agree. - they will 
fight Robe and I'll fight Shea, & we do not even 
discuss a judge for the new division. 
 

-14th- 
Sneveley, who lived in Eagle City in 1902, on account of 
my decision against him in the case of Eagle City v. 
Sneveley, over contest on overlap of his land on the 
town-site of Eagle, is making good his threat and is 
sending a most libelous and vicious printed letter to 
each member of the House of Rep. calling me a “felon” 

Diary 15,  1909 
March 14-15-16 

14 
and referring to the old case against me of 20 years 
ago - My intuition is to keep still without some objection 
is raised - or I am asked about it.  I have his letters 
demanding money & could probably have him arrested 
for blackmail but shall not! 
 

March 15, 1909 
Special session of Congress met today - I was 
sworn in without question & took my seat - that is 
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no one took a seat, or will until the drawing 
tomorrow. 
A very short message from President Taft called 
Congress to work on Tariff - and nothing else will be 
done this session. 

Mch. 16. 
Drawing of seats today - I got the seat formerly 
occupied by 

Diary 15,  1909 
March 16 

16 
Jones of Washington - now Senator = No 380, on the 
Republican side. 

On Saturday night the regular Republican 
Caucus of Housemembers was held in the House 
chambers - I knew that Shackleford had filed 
objections against my admission -alleging as his 
ground that I had been elected on an Independent 
ticket - but I went, - was admitted - placed on the 
“regular” roll, voted for “Uncle Joe” Cannon for 
Speaker, etc. 

Darrell is up here taking his examinations for 
Lieutenant in the Navy. - He is scared, as usual, 
but will pass without doubt.  We are now located at 
the “Portland” 14th & Thomas Circle - Darrell is still 
at the Raleigh. 

Diary 15,  1909 
March 20   

-20th - 
Have been much concerned about appointments - 
Ballinger has bound me over to keep the pace, and I 
can not cry out without first going to him - so just before 
noon today I went to see him & he asked me to go to 
lunch with him which I did.  On the way he said that the 
matter of appointments was just as it had been - that 
our agreed appointments would be made - & while at 
lunch he told me that he just had the President sign a 
general order requiring all Territorial officers to remain 
at home and attend to their business until they had 
special authority from the Sec. or Pres. to leave their 
territories. 
He said that an application had just been received 
from Gov. Curry of N.M. for leave of absence, and 
denied & that 

Diary 15,  1909 
March 20 

20 
this gave him the opportunity to make the general order 
- that he knew I would be glad to get it on account of 
my objection to Hoggatt’s presence in Washington etc.  

He also told me most positively, but confidentially, 
that Lyons was to be appointed Judge in the 
Fairbanks Division & not the Juneau division. 
I expressed great satisfaction at this information & told 
him that it relieved me from much difficulty & doubt 
-(& I hope it will be carried out). 

Hoggatt is not here - he is in New York, but I 
feel sure that he and Shackleford will move 
everything to undo the effect of this order. 
The evening Star this evening has the clipping on the 
next page, and it has been telegraphed out west & to 
Alaska. We are sending it as a clipping. 

Diary 15,  1909 
March 20 

20 
MUST STICK TO JOBS 

Secretary Ballinger's Order to 
Territorial Officials 

TOO MUCH GADDING ABOUT 
Governors’ Lobbying Trips to Wash- 

ington Not desired. 
At Work Within an Hour After Ar- 

riving From New York-Sum- 
mers to Be Reappointed. 

 
Territorial officials in Alaska, Arizona, New 

Mexico, Hawaii and Porto Rico are going to get a 
little shock in a few days when they receive an 
official order form Secretary Ballinger of the Interior 
department informing them that in the future they 
must remain in their territories except in cases of 
emergency. 

Secretary Ballinger called at the White House 
today and his contemplated order no doubt 
received the approval of President Taft. 

No explanations will be given in the order of 
the Secretary, but it will be emphatic enough for 
territorial officials to understand that they are to 
make their headquarters at their respective stations 
and not in Washington and other points. 

The order is intended to put an end to 
governors and other territorial officials coming to 
Washington during sessions of Congress and 
spending many months here lobbying for the passage of 
measures or for statehood. 
 Some Notable Instances 
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During the session of Congress just ended 
Gov. Hoggatt of Alaska spent three months in 
Washington, frequently appearing at the White House 
and being seen almost daily in the halls of the Capitol.  
He appeared as representing the Interests of Alaska as 
to legislation.  Gov. Curry of New Mexico, who was a 
rough rider, spent several months hustling for statehood 
for New Mexico, and a number of other officials of the 
territory joined him.  Gov. Kibby of Arizona was in 
evidence in this city a good part of the time during the 
efforts for statehood. 

A few days ago Elias Clark, attorney general of 
Arizona, arrived in Washington and did some work for 
the reappointment of Gov. Kibby as Governor of 
Arizona, and visits are frequently made to Washington 
for this and similar purposes. 

 Delegates Enter Protests 
The delegates in Congress from the respective 

territories have complained about the work of territorial 
officials for many years.  Thomas Kale, who was the 
delegate from Alaska in the last Congress, did not 
conceal his objections to the presence of Gov. Hoggat 
in Washington.  The delegates have claimed that they 
were sent to Washington to represent the Territories, 
and that their efforts were often opposed by the 
governors, United States attorneys or others from the 
territories, thereby causing conflict and generally failure 
in putting through legislation. 

From the territories also there have been 
complaints of the absence of the governors and other 
officials, business being sometimes suspended for 
weeks until the return of the absentees.  Mr. Ballinger 
believes the territories are entitled to better service from 
their officials than this, and his order will break up a habit 
that had begun to attract much attention. 

 
[clipping] 
MUST ATTEND TO BUSINESS. 
Secretary Ballinger’s Hint to Territorial Officers. 

WASHINGTON, March 20.-This statement was 
given out at the Interior Department to-day: 

“Under the administration of Secretary Ballinger of 
the affairs relating to Territories the Territorial officers will 
be expected to devote their time exclusively to the duties 

of their respective offices, and leaves of absence to 
enable such officers to visit Washington will not be 
approved by the Secretary except in cases of 
emergency, the reasons for which must be satisfactory 
to the Department.” 
The announcement that Territorial officers will be 
expected to remain at their respective places of official 
residence is supposed to have been brought out by the 
presence here of several Governors and other officers 
of the Territories this winter.  Gov. Curry of New Mexico 
spent a good deal of time here while engaged in the 
campaign to secure statehood for that Territory.  Gov. 
Hoggatt of Alaska has also been in Washington for 
some time, although on leave of absence granted by the 
President of the Secretary of the Interior. 

Diary 15,  1909 
March 22 

-22nd- 
Recd, telegram from Geo. Nowell asking me to 
meet him at Shoreham tonight on his arrival from 
Boston.  He is coming to fight Lyons appointment. 
Met him & while we were sitting near the elevator 
landing - Gov. Hoggatt - Shackleford & Sec. 
Ballinger came down - they are evidently begging 
him to make exception -Gov. Curry of N. M. has 
resigned today & that helps to draw attention from 
Hoggatt also. 
Shackleford & I went to see the Post-Master General 
today about Robe’s appt. at Fairbanks, as Postmaster.  
We could not agree & he said he would examine the 
papers, etc. -Shackleford also asked for leave & files 
objections in writing & I to reply - agreed to - its a fight on 
this office. 

Diary 15,  1909 
March 23-24 

-23rd- 
Acting upon conversation etc. with Harry White I 
went to see Congressman McKinley of Cal. about 
an appropriation - to defray expenses of the 
President to the Pacific Coast & to Alaska - he 
immediately called a meeting of a few Pacific coast 
congressmen & we agreed to call a meeting of all 
Coast Congressmen on Thursday at 3 p.m. to 
consider the matter. 
 

-24th - 
Called with Shackleford, on Atty. Genl. found Judge 
Gunnison there, - when he came out he said Lyons 
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had been appointed Judge & that he was out.  We 
then saw the Atty. Genl. who said Lyons would be 
sent to Fairbanks for a year. His & Murane’s 
appointment are to be sent in first - The Atty Genl. 
at my request sent a telegram to Judge 

Diary 15,  1909 
March 24-25 

-24th - 
Reid at Valdes ordering him to stay at Valdes until 
further orders. 

-25th - 
Shackleford served me with copy of a written 
protest against Robes appointment in which he 
charges, in effect, that Robe represents the 
“gamblers” and the bad element in Alaska - it 
opens the door wide to me to go back at him & 
Gov. Hoggatt - and I shall make my reply 
warm. 
Lyons & Murane - Judge & Dist. Atty. were 
nominated today - Sutherland and my friends are 
anxious and think this means a “job” on 
Shackleford’s part, but I don’t think so. The Atty 
Genl is acting square, I have no doubt: 
Darrell was nominated today as Lieutenant in the 
Navy. - thus skipping the Junior Grade & taking 
double promotion. 

Diary 15,  1909 
March 25 

-25th - 
Later - Went to see the Atty. Genl. with Senator 
Jones and Major Ballaine about the Alaska Central 
litigation at Valdes - when we went in the Atty. Genl. 
mistook Ballaine for Shackleford and drew out a 
number of affidavits made by Cobb & the Nowells 
attacking Lyons, and also Shackleford, for perjury, 
subordination of perjury, etc. in Juneau litigation, 
filed by Geo. A. Nowell, today, to prevent the 
appointment of Lyons as Judge - I called the 
attention of the Atty Genl to his mistake & he 
apologized to Ballaine, but said that he intended to 
withdraw Lyons appointment from the Senate and 
hold it up until the matters in the affidavit could be 
investigated. 
Did not see Nowell on this trip - he has gone back 
to Boston and will return on Monday - I am afraid this 
will complicate Alaskan appointments. 

Diary 15,  1909 
March 26 

-26- 
Went over to see Solicitor Genl. Hoyt - 

this morning about testimony in the old Richards 
contempt case - I want to use it in answer to 
Shackleford’s attack on Robe - Hoyt then went after me 
about my remark to the Atty, Genl. that Shepherd - 
whom he said was his cousin - was a gambler and a 
drinker.  He denied the accusation, etc. think I’ll get the 
evidence for Hoyt said the Atty. Genl. did not believe it. 

Have had a long consultation with Stephen Birch, 
Eccles & Steele, of the Copper River Ry. Co - this 
afternoon - and I told them with brutal frankness about 
the Cordova Election frauds, the fight their people 
made against me in the last election - they listened with 
interest etc. 
I think explained that I wanted a law passed giving 
Alaska 

Diary 15,  1909 
March 26 

-26- 
a local legislature & that I wanted them to help 
me - & that I wanted Gov. Hoggatt to go home 
and attend to his duties as governor etc. 
The conversation covered the conditions in Alaska very 
fully and I think some good will come of it.  I explained 
very frankly to them that I only asked fair consideration 
for the people of Alaska and wanted nothing from them 
politically.  That their support politically would do me 
more harm than good, etc. 
The following clipping looks like weakness on 
Sec. Ballinger’s part, since he told me that it was 
intended to cover Hoggatt.  Still it leaves Hoggatt 
here in violation of the rule, even if the Secretary 
must violate it for him. 
 
[clipping] 

TERRITORIAL OFFICERS 
 MUST STAY AT HOME 
Secretary Ballinger Orders Office 
Holders to Keep  Closer to Their 

Legal Residence 
WASHINGTON, March 20. – (Special.) 

-Secretary Ballinger issued a statement today 
saying that all territorial officers would be required 
henceforth to remain on duty at their respective 
places of legal residence, and come to Washington 
only in emergency and when ordered to do so.  
The statement was regarded by some persons as 
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directed toward Gov. Curry, of New Mexico, who 
has been here in the interest of statehood, and 
Gov. Hoggatt was requested to come here by 
Secretary Garfield.  Secretary Ballinger explained 
tonight that he did not have Gov. Hoggatt in mind 
when he issued the statement and that there are, 
in fact, reasons why the Alaska governor should 
remain in Washington for the present. 
 Walter E. Clark 

Diary 15,  1909 
March 27-28 

-27th - 
Recd, letter from Atty Genl. containing copy of the 
charges against Lyons, & saying that in view 
of their serious nature he had withdrawn the 
nomination pending investigation. 

-28th - 
Sunday.  It now looks to me as if my yielding to the 
coercive efforts of Sec. Ballinger in favor of peace in 
Alaskan matters is likely to turn out badly.  He is not 
keeping that friendly alliance as fairly as he promised 
and from his constant applications & daily association 
and support of Hoggatt & Shackleford I am inclined to 
believe he is giving them strong support & growing cold in 
my favor. 
Well, if he does it may force me to put on war paint and 
go out on the war path. However, I 

Diary 15,  1909 
March 28 

28 
intend to keep my part of the compact. 
Shackleford’s insulting letter about Robe is yet unan-
swered because I am waiting to discover a time when 
it can be answered without endangering the 
appointment of Sutherland and Overfield but Ballinger 
suggested in my interview with him yesterday - that it 
might be six months, now, before my friends would be 
appointed - and that a new man for Judge at Juneau 
might be named etc. 
He seems to be more favorably inclined toward Hoggatt 
& has, in effect, nullified his order requiring territorial 
officials to remain at home - so far as Hoggatt is 
concerned. 
I intend tomorrow to have an interview with the Atty 
Genl & Hoyt, Solicitor Genl. about the Shepherd 
judgeship accusation & get it straightened out - even if 
a row is necessary to do it. 

Diary 15,  1909 -30th- 

March 30-April 1 Nothing new - Lyons name was withdrawn from the 
Senate and the Atty. Genl. yesterday heard Nowell & 
Shackleford on proofs - but the matter was continued 
over till Friday.  Nothing new about other appointments. 

Darrell and Debbie are having a visit - for a month & 
both are enjoying it.  Debbie’s health is excellent, - she 
looks better than she has for many years & feels it too. 

Am engaged in preparing my letter in answer to 
Shacklefords objecting to Robes as postmaster at 
Fairbanks. 

-April 1st- 
Went & saw Ballinger - showed him the Shackle ford letter & 
told him the situation - that it was intolerable - that 
Hoggatt was here knocking etc. and he told 

Diary 15,  1909 
April 1-5 

1 
me that he thought they were not acting in good faith 
and that he would talk to Postmaster General 
Hitchcock about it, and that he intended to have a 
serious talk immediately with Hoggatt & that the Gov. 
would to go Alaska Immediately.  Hoggatt has been 
allowed to remain here on account of his wife’s 
condition - a baby one month old. 

-4th- 
Nothing new.  Wrote to Hoggatt asking for copy of 
Shea letter - No new information about 
appointments. 
Long automobile ride with Debbie & Darrell. 

-5- 
Things warming up in House - Was offered opportunity 
to talk on the subject of Tariffs on Coal, - would have 
done so on Saturday - but not today. 

Diary 15,  1909 
April 6 

-6th - 
Election day in Alaska. 

Saw the Atty. Genl. today & he told me that Ed. 
Cushman would be appointed to the new 3rd Div. Dist. 
- the Valdes district - in Alaska.  Also that he intended to 
reappoint Powell at Nome.  The charges against Lyons 
are yet being investigated. Saw Secty. Ballinger & he 
had seen the P.M. Genl. & advised me to do the same 
about Robe, as postmaster at Fairbanks. Also called on 
Franklin K. Lane, Int. Stat. Com. & had a pleasant visit. 

Diary 15,  1909 
April 7 

-7th- 
Called on Senator Elkins of West V. today on coal 
tariff matter.  He asked me to prepare him a 
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statement of coal conditions in Alaska, and I have 
done so. 
The House has practically put coal on the free list, 
and I want the duty of 67¢ left on, & my statement 
is in aid of that effort. 
I also wrote the Atty. Genl. a strong protest today 
against assigning Lyons to the 1st Div. - the 
3uneau district, and asked him to assign Cushman 
there. 
I also got Congressman Cushman interested in the 
same way & it may result in something.  My Alaska 
friends are furious at Lyons being sent to Juneau, - 
& I agree with them. 

Diary 15,  1909 
April 8 

-8th- 
Three or four days ago I wrote a letter to the Atty. Genl. 
asking him to send a telegram to Crossley, Dist. Atty. at 
Fairbanks, to take the affidavit of Wells, Parkes, Stier & 
others in the matter of charges against Judge Reid.  
Did so on telegram from Fairbanks requesting it -
enclosed to Atty. Genl. copy of telegram which I 
wanted sent.  Received letter from him just now saying 
that he had sent the telegram. 
Have completed & sent to senator Elkins, W. Va. & 
to each senator from Oregon, Wash. & California 
statement showing the great necessity for keeping 
the tariff of 67¢ on bituminous coal! 

Diary 15,  1909 
April 

-9th- 
Recd letter from the Atty Genl saying that the objection to 
Cushman’s appointment assignment to Juneau was 
that his appt. was not to take effect until July 1. 
I answered during Cushman’s appt. & assignment to 
Juneau, & concluding “in the interest, alone, of 
peace and good order in Alaskan courts, I beg you 
to make that assignment.” 

I also saw Cushman & gave him the situation & he 
agreed to go over to the Atty. Genl. in the morning and 
insist upon Ed's appointment & assignment to Juneau.  
The Tariff bill passed the House today - now the fight 
begins in the Senate. 

Sec. of the Interior, Judge Ballinger took dinner 
with Debbie & me tonight. 
Darrell is in New York for a week. 

Diary 15,  1909 
April 10 

-10th- 
The tariff bill passed the House today & was sent to 

the Senate -  The Senate Com. has been at work on 
the bill for some time & it now looks as if we might get 
away from Wash, early in May. 

The President has withdrawn the name of Powell, U.S. 
Marshal, Nome - two of Shacklefords friends - Lyons & 
Powell are thus pulled down after appointment.  Have 
succeeded in getting Cushman hard at work to try & 
get his brother E.E. Cushman appointed judge and 
assigned to Juneau.  I have also filed today an 
additional protest against Lyons being assigned to 
Juneau & with Cushman’s effort & the Nowells knock 
we may gain the point - which I think of great 
importance. 

Diary 15,  1909 
April 11-12 

-11th- 
Sunday and sick - not seriously. 
 

-12th - 
Called on Dermett, Com. G.L. office & consulted with him 
about appointing trustee for the townsite of Ketchikan - 
he promised me to appoint C.E. Ingersoll - one of my 
friends and a very good man.  Have written to Ingersoll. 

Telegram from Jonas saying my friends carried 
the Fairbanks election April 6th and asking me to get 
Love sent out to the coast & Sullivan sent to the 
Interior & to get Sullivan to appoint Boyer his first 
assistant -deputy etc.  Sullivan is not here but I've 
written to his brother.   
Chas. S. Wulff. Sec. Rep. Ter. Com. Alaska, here & has 
gone this afternoon to see Hitchcock about politics. 

Diary 15,  1909 
April 13 

-13th - 
Received letter from the Atty. Genl. sailing that he had 
finally determined to appoint Lyons & Cushman - and to 
send Lyons to Valdes for a year - Cushman to Juneau 
for a year - & then exchange them. 
I feel greatly discouraged at the attitude of the 
Administration over Alaskan matters - Hoggatt & 
Shackleford are controlling for more than they ought 
and it is greatly to the detriment of the Territory.  Recd, 
telegram from the Tribune saying that if there was no 
court in Fairbanks before the clean up in May there was 
sure to be trouble - and I can easily believe it.  I 
answered saying there would be no court there before 
July. 

Diary 15,  1909 -14th- 
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April 14-17 Have finally determined, to go into a fight here 
against Governor Hoggatt and Shackleford.  
Have begun the preparation of a detailed 
statement of the political situation in Alaska 
in the Answer to charges against L.S. Robe, 
whom I have endorsed as postmaster at 
Fairbanks.  I intended to prefer charges of 
misfeasance and malfeasance against 
Governor Hoggatt in it and as a part of it, 
and try and clip his [end of sentence] 
 

-17- 
Have been working on a Statement of Government 
Affairs in Alaska –being an answer to Shackleford’s 
charges against Robe.  Barney went over to N.Y. 
yesterday for me to get facts from Ryan & Perkins to 
assist me in answer. Also telegraphed today to the 
N.C. Co. Fairbanks. 

Diary 15,  1909 
April 17-19 

17 
My friends in Juneau were very ugly at me at first but 
got a letter from Cobb yesterday explaining that they 
were hasty & that they now knew I was right etc. 
 

-April 15.- [probably meant 18] 
President sent in the names of Lyons for Judge 1st 
Div. Juneau, Sutherland for Marshall Div. Juneau 
Telegraphed Dan. 

-19- 
Sent the Senate Com. on Judiciary at their request 
endorsement of Dan Sutherland, and also copy of my 
protest against Lyons assignment to Juneau. 
I won’t protest against Lyons confirmation - for I don’t 
want the administration down on me, but I won’t 
endorse him or his confirmation. 

Diary 15,  1909 
April 20 

April 20th 
Attended opening of bids for care of the Alaska 
Insane before Sec. of Interior.  Dr. Goddards bid - 
Sitka Hot Springs Sanitorium $25.00 per month 
each – Mt. Tabor Sanitorium, Portland, Oregon, 
$27.50 per month each. 
Dr. Coe of Portland was present and made a 
strong statement & argument against giving the 
bid to Goddard, & I made statement & argument 
for keeping the Insane in Alaska.  The matter was 

taken under advisement.  Telegraphed to 
Goddard.  Am still working on statement in 
Answer to Shacklefords letter against Robe. 
Darrell went over to N.Y. and will go back to his 
ship on Saturday.  
Raining 

Diary 15,  1909 
April 21-22 

-21st - 
Am to go with Sec. Ballinger to call on the 
President tomorrow morning.  Working on my 
answer to Hoggatt – Shackleford letter. 
 

-22nd - 
Have just come from my first interview with President 
Taft - Secretary Ballinger kindly took me up with him 
and introduced me.  I invited him to come to Alaska 
this summer & he said he would if the Congress would 
pass an appropriation to pay his expenses - and if they 
did not he could not come. 
He talked about his own poverty & said that he got 
back from the Philippines with only $1,500. and spent 
that in the campaign. 
I also said to him that we wanted his help in Alaskan 
legislation - that we wanted a territorial Legislature in 
Alaska. 

Diary 15,  1909 
April 22 

22 
He objected to that and said we were not yet settled 
people - that we were (not his exact words) “turbulent 
people”, that he had just ordered troops to move up there 
to keep miners from creating disorder etc.  I answered 
saying that he did that in other States & Territories and 
that our people were generally quiet and law abiding - 
He smiled & changed the subject.  I left a copy of my 
article on “What Alaska needs in Organic law,” from the 
Yukon - Alaska Magazine, Jany 1909-and asked him to 
read it - he promised - but won’t.   
On my way back I talked to Ballinger - if Alaska gets 
relief it must be through him. Hoggatt has quite 
evidently prejudiced the President’s mind & I think the 
only way to get it in shape is through Ballinger. - B- told 
me 

Diary 15,  1909 
April 22 

22 
confidentially, What Alaska needs first is a 
Governor of the right type - one who has a board 
mind and can and will appreciate the needs of 
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Alaska. 
He said that Governor Hoggatt would not be a 
candidate for reappointment. 
We then discussed (B & I, on the way back to his 
office) whether or not Alaska is a Territory & to my 
surprise he says it is not.  I called his attention to the 
case of U.S. v. Rasmussen, 197. U.S. 5.16.-  & I also 
told him that Franklin K. Lane, Comr. U.S. Interstate 
Com. Com. had spoken to me & asked me if Alaska is 
a Ter. saying that if it was the Com. had jurisdiction, etc. 
Ballinger said that he was opposed to the Com. expres-
sing any jurisdiction over the Ter. - that he had 
power to regulate rates etc. & that he thought it 
would be harmful for the Inter State Com. to act. 

Diary 15,  1909 
April 25 

-25th - 
Darrell's leave of absence was ended yesterday and he 
returned to his ship - the Battleship “Louisiana” now 
lying at Hampton Roads in Norfolk Va.  Debbie will go 
to Illinois a week from today. 
Nothing new in politics except that George A. Shea 
has been here - he kept out of sight, but is 
evidently assisting Shackleford to convince the 
Administration that I and my friends are the 
representatives of the “gambling and liquor machine” of 
Alaska.  I intend to give his pedigree pretty fully along 
similar lines in my answer to Shackleford’s charges of 
that kind. 

Diary 15,  1909 
April 27 

-27th- 
Nowell (Geo) and Chas. G. Wulff - the first from 
Juneau  and Wulff from Valdes are here fighting Lyons 
confirmation and they had the Judiciary Com. sent for me 
this morning.  Present Senator Brandager & Senator 
Sutherland -Shackleford representing Lyons & also 
Nowell & Wulff against him.  They forced me into the 
hearing - I refused to go until Senator Brandager 
requested me to come saying that he had no time to 
write the request but did to personally over the phone. 
Nowell undertook to cross examine me about a 
statement that Shackleford made to me that they 
desired Lyons appointment as a protection to their 
clients against the Nowell litigation.  I was examined by 
all parties & I took this position that I desired to work 
with the Administration which had determined to 

Diary 15,  1909 27 

April 27 divide the offices in Alaska between the two factions. 
The “Big Stick” was held over us & we each bowed our 
necks & consented that the administration’s choice 
should go through & I agreed under that condition not 
to oppose Mr. Lyons.  I said in Answer to a direct 
question that if I had been free to choose I would not 
have chosen Mr. Lyons, and that I had protested in 
writing to the Atty. Genl. against his assignment to the 
1st or Juneau Division because of the local feeling there 
against him. 
I said that I knew of no charge of wrong doing against 
Lyons that I would trust him but that there was a 
bitter feeling against him on account of Hoggatt & 
Shackleford, etc.  Nowell and Wulff are making a 
better fight against Lyons and may succeed - John 
Lyons, of Valdes is here -he keep s away from me - & 
Shea of Fairbanks is also here -both “knocking” me & 
fighting for the Hoggatt-Shackleford combine. 

Diary 15,  1909 
April 28 

-28th- 
The Lyons fight still on before the Judiciary Com.  Wulff 
and Nowell still making every effort to present his 
confirmation & they think to prevent this confirmation & 
they think with some chance of Success.  Wulff also 
wants to be appointed one of the Census officers for 
Alaska & I promised to endorse him.  Sutherland was 
confirmed as U.S. marshal for Juneau today. 
Good - that helps, for he will undoubtedly do much to 
harmonize my friends there.  On Monday I saw Tawney, 
Ca. of the House Com on Appropriations about the 
Presidents trip to Alaska & told him what the President 
said.  He agreed to go to & see the President - which 
he did - & today announces that he will endeavor to 
secure the necessary appropriation to pay the 
Presidents trip to Alaska! 

Diary 15,  1909 
April 29-30 

-29th- 
Have finished my letter in answer to the Hoggatt-
Shackleford letter against Robe for Postmaster at 
Fairbanks. Have not hurried the matter on account of 
Sutherland’s appointment and Confirmation, but now 
feel that it ought to be pushed promptly. 

-30th- 
Telegram from Dan Jonas, Fairbanks saying that Robe 
was defeated by a few votes by the Ronan-Maddocks-
Pepper Democratic ticket - 5 of our ticket out of seven 
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was were elected - Robe was the eight man with 390 
votes. 
John & Tom Lyons just called - they are here trying to 
get Tom confirmed - They were reasonably friendly, 
and I told them why I protested against Tom's 
assignment to the Juneau division - they don’t appear 
to take my opposition badly. 

Diary 15,  1909 
May 1 

-1st- 
It now looks as if this Special Session would never 
end - the tariff bill is in the Senate 5 the House 
meets on Monday 5 Thursday for just time enough 
to adjourn - while the Senate is conducting its 
operations - It looks as if an adjournment will not 
be reached before July 1. -and no one can fix the 
date. 
Have finished my letter today to accompany 
“Statement & Evidence” in answer to Hoggatt-
Shackleford letter of March 24 – against Robe. 

Wrote letter to Atty General yesterday & 
delivered it.  Petitions etc. to Pardon Clerk, in Atty 
Genls. office in re commutation of the Sentence of 
Vuko Perovich from death to imprisonment for life. 

Diary 15,  1909 
May 2-5 

-2nd- 
Darrell came over from Norfolk today & spent the day 
visiting with us - he went back tonight. 

-3rd- 
Mr. P.D. Overfield, candidate for judge in Alaska is back 
in the city & U.S. Marshal Dan Sutherland will be back 
tonight. 

-4th- 
Debbie started West this afternoon at 4. p.m. Dan 
Sutherland came to town - Am going to talk with John 
& Tom Lyons this evening about Tom. going to Fairbanks 
as judge. 

-5- 
Lyons was confirmed as Judge yesterday.  I am 
disappointed that he was assigned to the first division -
its Ballinger’s fault. 

Diary 15,  1909 
May 6-7 

-6th- 
Learned today that the Atty Genl had ordered Lyons 
to go to Fairbanks and hold court there for three 
months. 
Nominated George Kennedy, 20 years old, born & 
raised in Juneau for appointment as cadet at West 

Point, Military School. 
Called & had quite a talk with the Attorney 

General today & gave him a copy of my Answer to 
Shacklefords letter of charges against Robe. 
Sent original to Postmaster General Hitchcock & 
gave Shackleford 2 copies - one for himself & 1 for 
Hoggatt. 

-7th- 
Wrote official letter to the Attorney General today in 
which I am attempting to get him to answer the 
inquiry:  Is Alaska a Territory? 

Diary 15,  1909 
May 11 

-11th- 
Went over to New York on Saturday evening (8th) 
and visited Mr. James II. Ralph at the Waldorf-
Astoria. 
On Sunday he and Stephen Birch & I went out 
automobiling - we went up the Hudson shore to 
Peckskill & then Eastward to Westchester & to 
Portchester on Long Island Sound, & thence back 
to New York.  We had lunch at Briarcliff Hotel, & a 
beautiful day & an enjoyable ride. 
Met John Lyons in New York Sunday night - 
Shackleford & Judge Tom Lyons were in Boston on 
Monday (yesterday) visited with Birch. Lyons & Mr. 
Ralph in the down town part. Called on Judge 

Diary 15,  1909 
May 11 

11 
Wm. A. Day.  Came back to Washington last night 
on the “Congressional Limited” train. 
Sent telegram from N.Y. yesterday asking A.L. 
Hamilton to send me Quartz outlook.  Also sent one 
today to Louis Rhodes asking for same information. 
Received copies Fairbanks papers today - the 
“News-Miner” - edited by Thompson, with McGinn 
& Barnette as “angels” - is now roasting me most 
viciously & attempting to start a fight on me with 
Judge Lyons, - just as I expected.  Such a course 
will drag Lyons down hill promptly, but as he has 
only a few months in Fairbanks he can be made to 
do many things unfairly that wont be a damage to 
him - but may be  to  me.  

Diary 15,  1909 
May 13 

-13th- 
Saw the President again this morning & he said “I 
shall expect you to prepare the itinerary of my trip 
to Alaska,” & suggested 3 weeks as the time he 
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ought to spend in making it.  Am now preparing the 
itinerary. 
Saw Ballinger & Atty Genl. Wickersham last 
evening & P.M. Genl. Hitchcock in the forenoon 
yesterday.  It looks as if Hitchcock will not appoint 
Robe, but will appoint Pepper on account of a 
promise made to Shackleford at the Chicago 
Convention.  Talked to the Attorney General about 
the removal of Reid & the commutation of 
Perovich's sentence.  I am determined to “grin” & 
say nothing publicly, but work with Ballinger to aid 
me in both matters.  Think the judgeship can be 
arranged. 

Diary 15,  1909 
May 14-18 

-14th- 
Alaska papers received today say that I was 
affirmed by the Circuit Court of Appeals in the 
cases against Louis R. Pratt, for contempt of court. 
While I regret to see the old man have to pay the fine 
it is just that he should for he was certainly brutal in his 
fight against me, and deserves the penalty. 
 

-18th- 
Secretary Ballinger telephoned to me last night at 11 
o’clock asking me to come to his office this morning at 9. 
He began by talking about the Fairbanks post office 
and said that he had personally urged Hitchcock to 
appoint Robe, but that H- said he would probably not 
appoint either Robe or Fetter, but a new man. 

He then referred to a conversation that we had some 
time ago about Governor 
 

Diary 15,  1909 
May 18 

18 
Hoggatt's resignation & told me that he & the 

President & Sec. of State Knox had talked the matter 
over and had concluded to appoint Walter E. Clark. 
He went on to say that Clark was my friend, etc. etc. 
When I could get a chance to talk I protested 
quietly but earnestly against the appointment, 
saying that Clark represented the Hoggatt-
Shackleford-Guggenheim-Jarvis interests & had fought 
me through his press reports in the Post-
Intelligencer at Seattle, etc.  I begged him not to 
make the appointment.  I begged him not to make the 
appointment.  He was evidently greatly annoyed at my 

stand, but restrained himself & urged that I go and tell 
Sec. Knox now I felt.  He made an appointment with 
Sec. Knox & I went to see him & repeated my 
objection more in detail and more earnestly & urged to 
him that Clarke's appointment was a 

Diary 15,  1909 
May 18 

18 
blow at the best interests of Alaska & in the interest of 
the fish, transportation, coal & copper trusts etc.  I also 
urged him to give us a man for Governor that hand 
affiliation with any Alaskan faction - a broad gauged 
man who would be governor of the whole territory and 
not a faction etc.  But it did no good.  Clarke has long 
been the intimate friend & press agent of Knox & he will 
stand by him.  The matter is to be taken up at the 
cabinet meeting this morning & I presume Clarke’s 
appointment will be announced.  I said everything both 
to Ballinger & Knox that I could fairly and I now feel that, I 
am outside the administration lines - Ballinger has 
wealthy thrown me over - simply because he had not 
the strength to stand by our agreement for peace. 

Diary 15,  1909 
May 18 

Later: 
Within two days after the first intimation that the admin-
istration was considering Water E. Clark for Governor - 
his appointment was made.  It was sent in this 
forenoon and now I must see the Territory controlled 
for four years longer by Jarvis & Shackleford.  Well, I did 
my best in the few minutes I had to persuade them not 
to do it - but in vain. 

Walter E. Clark, governor - the subservient 
servant of Jarvis the Guggenheim Trust etc. 

I am disgusted with Ballinger.  He knew I would 
oppose Clark & when 3 days ago he received a 
telegram from Hoggatt announcing his resignation he 
kept me in ignorance. 

Diary 15,  1909 
May 18-20 

Later- 
Walter E. Clark came to my rooms in the Portland & 
called for the first time since I have been in 
Washington - I told him frankly what I had said in 
opposition to his appointment & that I intended to 
continue to object - but that I did not intend to oppose 
his confirmation before the Senate!  I did this because 
I do not intend to be put into the position of fighting the 
President - though I shall attempt to persuade the 
President to withdraw the appointment. 
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-19th- 
Called on Senator Knox and told him that I did not 
intend to oppose Clarks confirmation. 
 

-20th- 
Am preparing a letter protesting against Walter E, 
Clarke appointment. 

 

 

  49



Alaska State Library – Historical Collections         Diary of James Wickersham  
MS 107 BOX 2 DIARY 16  May 21, 1909 through Feb. 7, 1910 

Diary 16,  1909 
May 21 

[Cover] 
Diary 

James Wickersham 
From 

May 21, 1909 to 
February 7, 1910 

61st Congress 
 

[Inside Cover] 
Ely Prince, 
Hotel Dorchester, S.F. 

Diary 16,  1909 
May 21 

-May 21, 1909- 
I started in yesterday to write a letter to the 
President to ask him to withdraw the appointment 
of Clark as Governor of Alaska, but this morning’s 
paper announces and the truth is that he was 
confirmed yesterday evening! 

The President left Washington on Tuesday a few 
minutes after the appointment was made & did not 
return until today so I had no chance to appeal to 
him.  I am now writing & will send a letter to 
Ballinger roasting him for the trick in making this 
secret appointment.  He can go to Hell! 

Diary 16,  1909 
May 21-22 

-21- 
My letter to Ballinger is as follows: 
 House of Representatives  
  Washington,  
   May 21, 1909 
Hon. R. A. Ballinger 
 Secretary of the Interior  
  Washington, D.C. 
Sir: 

On Tuesday morning at your request I came to 
your office. You then said to me, as you had done 
some days before, that Governor Hoggatt would 
probably resign about October, and that the 
administration was considering the appointment of 
Mr. Walter E. Clark as his successor.  I earnestly 
objected to Mr. Clark's appointment and told you 
that he was a mere partisan and the Washington 
press agent of the Hoggatt faction, -that he would 
be offensively objectionable to me and to the 
people of Alaska, and a perpetuation of Hoggattism 

there. 
You asked me to go and talk with Mr. Secretary 

Knox, which I did upon your appointment, and to 
him I 
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-21- 
repeated my objection as earnestly as I could.  An 
hour later Mr. Clark was nominated. 

The purpose of this communication is to protest 
against the trick which was perpetrated upon me 
and the people of Alaska in the manner of his 
appointment. 

When we had that conversation on Tuesday 
morning you knew that I had no knowledge that at 
that moment Governor Hoggatt's resignation was in 
your hands and that the office had been offered to 
Mr. Clark who had accepted it, and that it was 
intended immediately and on that day to appoint 
him. 

You knew that I and the people of Alaska would 
protest against this appointment to the President if 
we knew the facts.  Mr. Shackleford said to me 
yesterday that he and Governor Hoggatt gave the 
"rush act" to this appointment, so that I and my 
friends could not be heard.  Mr. Clark has long 
been the active Washington member of the 
Hoggatt faction, having fixed ideas of the legislative 
needs of the Territory from that quarter, and never 
tiring in opposing the delegate in his efforts to 
secure legislation which the people demand.  
Because the people of the Territory know these 
facts, and know the influence which will control 
him, his appointment means the renewal of fac-
tional strife there.  Yet you permitted this 
appointment 

Diary 16,  1909 
May 21 

-21- 
to be made secretly while looking me in the eye 
and talking about party harmony and good 
government there. 

The President left Washington on Tuesday 
immediately after this nomination was made, and 
before I could see him, and did not return until after 
the confirmation, which was rushed through the 
senate on Thursday, without the usual notice to me 

 1



Alaska State Library – Historical Collections         Diary of James Wickersham  
MS 107 BOX 2 DIARY 16  May 21, 1909 through Feb. 7, 1910  

from the Committee, and thus I and the people of 
Alaska were robbed of any chance to appeal to him 
before the job was finished. 

I do not believe President Taft will approve the 
plan of sending a Governor into Alaska with the 
stigma of a factional trick upon his appointment. 
The Administration is powerful enough to be fair 
and give a hearing even to a delegate and his 
helpless constituency, and I intend to at once 
appeal to him for a just arrangement of this matter. 

Respectfully, 
(Signed) James Wickersham  
Delegate from Alaska 

 
-22nd- 

Mr. D.A. McKenzie - Don - called on me today and 
in the most confidential manner 

Diary 16,  1909 
May 22-23 

22 
told me that the Secretary of the Interior had told 
him about my letter of yesterday & felt pretty ugly 
etc. but wanted me to come & see him & permit 
him to explain.  I did not promise for I sent for 
Joslin to come over hoping to gain some new idea 
from is usual good judgment. 

-23rd- 
Received letter from Ballinger, 
“My dear Judge.  Your letter of the 21st is so mani-
festly unfair and untrue in fact that I will not 
undertake to answer it by letter, but will ask you to 
call upon me at your convenience and give me an 
opportunity to demonstrate to you your error so far 
as I am concerned in attempting in any way to 
impose 

Diary 16,  1909 
May 23 

23 
upon you whom I have at all times undertaken to 
assist in every possible way consistent with my 
duties.  I cannot give any further or other 
consideration to your unreasonable and unfair 
position. 

Very truly yours, 
R.A. Ballinger  

 Secretary 
Hon. James Wickersham  

Delegate from Alaska  
“House of Representatives U.S.” 
I shall go to see him! Sure. 
Joslin came over today from New York & is 
horrified that I should write to Ballinger the way I 
did - but confidentially he feels just as I do – that 
Clarks appointment is a blow at the people of 
Alaska and a part of the scheme of the Morgan-
Guggenheim crowd to control not only the 
resources but the government of Alaska. 

Diary 16,  1909 
May 24 

-24- 
I went over and called on Ballinger as he requested 
and he received me in the most friendly manner.  
He tried to explain to me that he was misled - that 
Clark told him that we were good friends etc. but 
he did not & could not deny the facts stated in my 
letter.  However I am satisfied that the appointment 
was put on him by Knox, and the certainly made it 
plain to me that a contest of it - over his shoulders 
was a matter which he greatly desired to avoid, so I 
said finally it might drop & he heartily agreed to it. 
However, I expressed again my very great 
disappointment & he understands that I am not at 
all reconciled to the appointment or the manner of 
it. 

Diary 16,  1909 
May 25-26 

-25- 
R.L. McDonald, Judge Reid's crooked deputy clerk 
is here, with a lot of affidavits etc.  prepared by 
John L. McGinn, Reid etc. in defense of his cause.  
He tells me that he and Congressman Morgan of 
Oklahoma have been to see the Atty Genl this 
afternoon. 

-26th - 
Called on the Atty. Genl. about the Reid matter & 
he told me that he had made his findings and 
report to the President today, but he did not 
disclose to me how he had reported - whether for 
Reid or against him.  We will probably learn 
tomorrow. 
Wrote Debbie a long letter. 

Diary 16,  1909 
May 27-28 

-27th - 
The Attorney General (Wickersham) has just called 
me up by telephone and told me that he had 
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reported to the President against Reid, and 
requested his resignation to take effect on July 1st 
and that he would appoint P.D. Overfield in his 
place in accordance with the agreement of all 
parties - Shackleford & I - I shall be greatly relieved 
to have this matter off hands & settled, and this will 
reconcile me greatly to Clarks appointment. 

-28th - 
I am now informed that the Oklahoma bunch led by 
McDonald are trying to induce the President to 

Diary 16,  1909 
May 28 

28 
appoint another man from their state for Judge in 
Reid’s place & they declare that the President has 
promised to appoint a man from their state.  I Went 
to see Ballinger but found him at the Cabinet 
meeting so I telephoned to him there & both he & 
the Atty. Genl. ought to have taken the matter up at 
once.  Ballinger said over the telephone that the 
agreement was that Overfield was to be appointed. 
Atty. Genl. has just signed a recommendation that 
Perovich be committed - to life imprisonment. 
Hope to get president to act before he goes away 
tonight. 

Diary 16,  1909 
May 29-30 

-29th - 
Recd, letter from Fred W. Carpenter, President 
Taft’s Sec. informing me that on Tuesday at 3:30 in 
the afternoon in the East Room at the White House 
the President will formally open the Alaska-Yukon-
Pacific Exposition at Seattle by touching the 
electric button which will set things going - and he 
requested me to be present. 
I wasn't there when Ballinger presented the golden 
telegraph instrument & they are going to give me 
no chance to escape. 

-30th - 
Decoration Day - Sunday.  Beautiful day - nothing 
doing. 
Received letter from Debbie from Seattle.  She is 
greatly interested in Clarks appointment as 
governor - & disappointed on account thereof- 

Diary 16,  1909 
May 31 

-31st - 
Have prepared three bills which I will introduce 
soon in compliance with my electioneering pledges 

to the people of Alaska.  The first one is entitled 
“an act to modify and amend the mining laws of the 
United States in relation to the Territory of Alaska 
and for other purposes.” and it covers the reduction 
of all placer mining claims to 20 acres in area, and 
the doing of $100.00 of assessment work annually 
on each 20 acres, this doing away with the group 
and association claim;  The second is an act 
entitled, “an act to create, establish and enforce a 
miners labor lien in the Territory of Alaska, & for 
other purposes” 
and the third one is “AN ACT TO  ESTABLISH A 
LESISLATIVE ASSEMBLY IN ALASKA, AND FOR 
OTHER PURPOSES” - thereby completing a 
Territorial government in is usual form for Alaska. 

Diary 16,  1909 
June 1 

-June 1st ’09. 
I introduced two Alaska bills today - one to create & 
enforce a miners lien on the dump or mass of 
mineral bearing gravels, etc., which he assists to 
take out of the ground, and the second a bill to 
reform and amend the U.S. Mining laws in Alaska 
by abolishing the power-of-attorney locations - also 
the group or association claims & requiring $100. 
worth of annual labor to be performed on each 20 
acres of every placer claim. 

I also attended at 3 o’clock this afternoon the 
formal function of opening the Alaska-Yukon-
Pacific Exposition by the President in the East 
Room at the White house. The Diplomatic Corps - 
the Washington Delegation & Newspaper men 
were present. 

Diary 16,  1909 
June 1 

1 
The President made a little speech Senator Piles of 
Wash, made a little reply, the President touched 
the little button & the thing was done. Even before 
the function was performed the Newspapers had 
the whole story speeches & all, and the Exposition 
was open hours before at Seattle -but the dear 
people won’t see that they were fooled as they so 
often are - but what’s the difference - they like it. 

I received a letter from L.L. Bowers from Eugene, 
Oregon, today enclosing Marshal H.K. Loves letter 
- and I quote it here in full! 
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“Department of Justice.” 
United States Marshal’s Office, Third Division 
District of Alaska. Fairbanks, April 10, 1909 
Mr. J. T. Bowers. 
 Care M.C. L. Vawter 

Diary 16,  1909 
June 1 

1 
Dear Sir: I wish to call your attention to your claim 
in dig. quarter last for board of prisoners in your 
charge at Kodiak and to say that I expect the same 
arrangement that held with Mr. Perry. the account 
will soon be settled. 

Under the circumstances I do not wish to be 
close and would call it satisfactory at $150.00. I 
wish you could arrange with Mr. Vawter for such an 
amount.  Remember, you will be paid just the same 
and just as soon whether you comply with above or 
not.  But I consider it so entirely fair that I feel sure 
you will also. 

With best wishes, 
H.K. LOVE, MARSHAL 

“Here is the most greedy bunch of grafters - except 
the Oklahomans in Alaska - LOVE, SHEA & 
VAWTER.” 

Diary 16,  1909 
June 1-2 

1 
Bowers also writes me a full letter by which it 
appears that Shea undertook to fix the thing - graft 
- but finally Love took charge of fixing the amount 
himself.  What a fool letter - Maybe I won’t do 
something to them. 

June 2nd  
Went to White House at request of Carpenter, 
Pres. Sec. to consult about trip to Alaska - took 
maps & Carpenter requested me to leave them and 
return Saturday, 5th &  have a personal talk about 
matters with the Pres.  I want him to go down the 
Yukon River & that means Across Canadian 
Territory for 3 days! a new departure.  Hope he will 
do it. 

Diary 16,  1909 
June 3 

-June 3rd - 
Recd. letter from Darrell with $2000.00 for 
investment in Alaska. 

Also visit from D.O. Smith & wife, Tacoma, who 
are at Annapolis attending the graduation of their 

son Harold T. Smith, from the Naval Academy. 
Nothing doing yet in appointment of Overfield as 

judge - still some disquieting rumors that the 
President has promised the appointment to 
Oklahoma delegation etc. but I do not credit the 
rumor. 
I have so frequently talked to Sec. Ballinger about 
Alaska being a Territory, that finally he answers me 
that he takes my view of it. I have now written to 
him urging that if Clark will quietly but with 

Diary 16,  1909 
June 3 

3 
a prior, fixed and determined stand treat it as a 
“Territory” in all of his public letters, documents etc. 
it will at once put him in direct touch with the 
people of Alaska and aid him greatly etc. and I 
think arrangements will be made to carry out that 
suggestion. 

I am also informed that there is no doubt but that 
the Interstate Com. Commission will at once 
assume charge of Railroad & rate matters in 
Alaska on the ground that it is a Territory.  
Certainly things are coming slowly but in the right 
direction. 
Have finished a mine inspection bill and am now 
drawing one for the erection of a Territorial Capitol 
Bldg. at Juneau - & app. $250,000 therefore. 

Diary 16,  1909 
June 5 

-5th - 
Received letter from Dr. Holcomb in charge of U.S. 
Naval Hospital at Norfolk, Va. saying that Darrell is 
sick & entered the Hospital on 3rd, “suspicious 
typhoid fever” but rather early for satisfactory 
diagnosis.  Telegraphed to him this afternoon for 
particulars. 

Went to see the President at noon. He was much 
more good natured than ever before & said he 
could not go into the interior of Alaska. 
I had quite a good talk with him about a territorial 
Legislature - He said he was in favor of giving 
Alaska a legislature - but he favored an appointive 
one - after the type of that in the Philippine Is - but 
he is open to discussion & conviction - probably. 

Diary 16,  1909 
June 5 

5 
Took up the subject of Perovich commutation - 
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from death to life imprisonment in penitentiary - He 
was against it, but said he had submitted the 
papers to Mrs. Taft, and that she had read them 
yesterday and last night & favored commutation - 
but he said he was satisfied beyond any doubt that 
Perovich committed the murder etc. 
Finally I was being dismissed without any final 
decision & I then made my last appeal to him & he 
said I'll do it.  Tell him Mrs. Taft did it." I at once 
telegraphed Vidovich the whole story - He will be 
pleased and I am also. 

Just received telegram from the Doctor at Navy 
Hospital saying “Your son is seriously ill here.” 
I must go to him on this evening boat. 

Diary 16,  1909 
June 6 

-6th - 
Left Washington last night by boat – “Southland” - 
for Norfolk & reached here at 8 a.m. this morning 
crossed to Portsmouth – “Monroe Hotel” - and went 
immediately to the Naval Hospital. 
After waiting a few minutes I saw Darrell - he has 
typhoid fever and now after a week looks pretty 
sick.  He smiled & was glad to see me.  His one 
fear is about his mother - he knows she will be 
shocked at the fact of his sickness & is afraid she 
will try to come back from Seattle to him, but he 
quickly tired and I could only see him for a few 
minutes. 
Will go back to Washington tonight. 

Diary 16, 1909  Map of the Potomac River and Tributaries, 
Chesapeake Bay, Hampton Roads and Norfolk 
Harbor, showing route of the Norfolk and 
Washington Steamers. 

Diary 16,  1909 
June 7 

-7th - 
Arrived in Washington this morning at 7 o’clock. 
Telegraphed Debbie 
“Spent Sunday with Darrell, he is in Naval Hospital 
Portsmouth suspicious typhoid fever. Will telegraph 
if serious. Will not leave here for week anyway.” 

Introduced a bill in Congress today “To create 
a legislative assembly in the Territory of Alaska to 
confer legislative power thereon, and for other 
purposes.” 

I am moved to act in this matter at this time so 

that I can get the bill sent out to Alaska this 
summer to representative men in each locality for 
the purpose of securing their views, criticisms etc. 
so that I may have their support next winter on its 
passage. 

Diary 16,  1909 
June 8-9 

-8th - 
Raining - sick last night.  Nothing from Hospital 
about Darrell & no news, in that case, is good 
news.  
  
[clipping] 
{“Washington Post”},  

LEGISLATURE FOR ALASKA. 
Bill Provides That It Shall Consist of 8  
Senators and 16 Representatives 

Washington, June 7.- Delegate Wickersham of 
Alaska introduced a bill in the House to-day 
providing for a legislative Assembly for Alaska to 
be composed of eight members and a House of 
Representatives of sixteen members.  Two 
Senators and four Representatives are to be 
chosen from each of the four judicial districts into 
which Alaska is divided. The bill provides that the 
first election for the Assembly shall be held on the 
first Tuesday after the first Monday in November, 
1910; that the Assembly shall meet in Juneau on 
the second Monday in January, 1911, and shall not 
sit longer than sixty days every two years, and that 
all Russian subjects residing in Alaska on March, 
1867, be regarded as citizens of Alaska.  The bill 
was referred to the Committee on Territories. 

-9th - 
Recd, telegram from Debbie last night asking if she 
could come back account Darrell sickness. 
Answered saying No, etc. 

“Post” interviewed me on Legislative bill but has 
strong editorial in favor of appointive Legislature. 

Diary 16,  1909 
June 10 

-10th - 
Attended function in East Room President 
presenting medals to Wright Bros - act. flying 
machines. 

Then had an interview with Sec. of State Knox, 
about Administration position in matter of 
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Legislative Assembly in Alaska.  Urged upon him 
an agreement with President now, since if the 
President takes opposite view in his message to 
Congress this fall it would be almost impossible to 
overcome a wrong stand.  Gave him a copy of my 
bill & also copy of my “What Alaska Needs in 
Organic Law” in Jany. number of the Alaska -
Yukon Magazine.  He seemed interested & 
promised to read them at home tonight and talk to 
the President about it at Cabinet meeting 
tomorrow. 

Diary 16,  1909 
June 10 

10 
The Atty Genl sent for Overfield today & after a 
long talk told him he intended TO send his name in 
as judge in a day or so. This is good news & 
greatly pleasant and agreeable to me. 

Have also got Atty. Genl. at work on the matter 
of decrease of the court fees in Alaska, he agreed 
to answer Dillon's letter of last fall, and the whole 
matter of a reduction of the fees has been 
submitted to one of the Asst. Atty. Genls. for 
examination & report. 
Read, the second demand (original letter) from 
Love to Bowers for graft in the matter of keeping 
prisoners in Alaska.  Love now reduces his demand 
from $150. to $100. so as to secure a quick 
response etc.  A clear case of a confession in 
writing of corrupt graft. 

Diary 16,  1909 
June 11 

-11th - 
Received a letter from Franklin K. Lane, Inter State 
Commerce Comr. in answer to mine of two days 
ago sending him copy of decision of Judge 
Advocate Genl. U.S.A. dated in spring of 1906, 
declaring Alaska to be a “territory.” 
In his letter Comr. Lane says: 
“I beg to acknowledge receipt of your favor of June 
9th enclosing copy of the opinion of the judge 
advocate general with respect to the status of 
Alaska. I am very glad to be able to inform you that 
the commission in accord with your position that 
Alaska is a territory within the meaning of section 
one of the interstate commerce act.  I have myself 
entertained this view for some time past.” Good, 

that gives stability to railroad development in 
Alaska. 

Diary 16,  1909 
June 11-13 

11 
[clipping] 

New Judge in Alaska. 
Peter D. Overfield, one-time noted football star of 

the University of Pennsylvania, for three years a 
practicing attorney at Nome, Alaska, was today 
nominated by President Taft as Judge of the third 
judicial district of Alaska, succeeding Judge Silas 
B. Reid, resigned under compulsion. 

Mr. Overfield is a selection of the two strong 
factions in the territory, one headed by Delegate 
Wickersham and the other by National 
Committeeman Shackleford.  Mr. Overfield is about 
thirty-five years old and was formerly a citizen of 
Pennsylvania. 

-12th - 
[clipping] 
 Alaska Judge Named. 

The President yesterday sent to the Senate the 
nomination of Peter D. Overfield, to be judge of the 
Fourth judicial district of Alaska, in place of Judge 
Silas H. Reid, resigned. 

Mr. Overfield has been a resident in Alaska for 
the past five years, his home being at Nome, 
where he has been continuously engaged in the 
practice of law. 
He is a graduate of the University of Pennsylvania, 
a member of the Sigma Chi, and for some time 
after graduation engaged in the practice of his 
profession where quartz mining occupied his 
attention for two years.  Mr. Overfield had the 
unanimous endorsement of the leaders of every 
political division in Alaska for the position for which 
he has just been nominated. 

-13th - 
Have been half sick for a week - a touch of 
Washington Malaria.  Congress is drawing to a 
close, but as I am so small a part of the body I 
think I'll go home this week - if Darrell is well 
enough. 
Have some things yet to do - but can finish them 
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this week. 
Diary 16,  1909 
June 14-16 

-14th - 
Recd, letter from Dr. Holcomb, U.S. Naval Hospt. 
Portsmouth, saying that Darrell is doing well, etc. 
Have just prepared and signed a letter to the Atty. 
Genl. preparing charges (in effect) against Marshal 
Love, for grafting, based upon Loves written 
demand on Bowers, Deputy for a division of his 
income for feeding prisoners at Kodiak.  Will file it 
with the Atty. Genl. and let them fight it out, but 
Love ought to be removed on the face of his own 
letters. 

-16th - 
CONFIRMATIONS. 

Executive nominations confirmed by the Senate 
June 16,1909. 

District Judges 
George W. Woodruff to be district judge for the 
Territory of Hawaii. 
Peter. D. Overfield to be judge of the district of 
Alaska, division No. 4 

United States Marshal 
Thomas Cader Powell to be United States marshal 
for the district of Alaska, division No. 2. 

Diary 16,  1909 
June 17 

-17th - 
Overfield was confirmed as District Judge in Alaska 
late yesterday afternoon & thus endeth the last of 
our appointments - and also endeth the end of the 
Reid Oklahoma bunch! 
The long winter in Washington evidently depleted 
Judge Overfield’s purse for he came to me 
yesterday and borrowed $200. and asked me to 
assist him to carry on his expenses until his salary 
comes in sufficiently to pay it. 
[Wickersham, later wrote diagonally over the above 
paragraph “Repaid at Seattle.”] 

Have had letters printed for each of the four 
important bills and will have each bill sent 

separately to 1000 people in Alaska with request 
for approval or criticism. 

Diary 16,  1909 
June 18 

-18th - 
With Gov. Clark I called on Sec. Nagel & other 
officials this today about the Alaska Census - they 

propose to have it taken by the Indian School 
teachers - a silly thing & I am opposed to that 
scheme. 

Recd, telegram from Dr. Holcomb at Portsmouth 
Naval Hospital saying that Darrell is better – “Sons 
temperature normal.  He says go by all means and 
make mother go Alaska” signed Holcomb. 
So I think I'll go west tomorrow.  Busy sending out 
4000 Alaska bills to Alaskans, Senators etc. 
Beautiful day 

Diary 16,  1909 
June 19 

-19th - 
Have all my business completed except the 
Census matters, and have spent the day in 
company with Gov. Walter E. Clark visiting Bureau 
of Education, Census Bureau, etc. trying to get that 
arranged but it is too far in advance of taking the 
Census - 1910 - to do much. 
Had dinner tonight with Sec. Ballinger & Gov. Clark 
at the Shonham. All mail closed up & am ready to 
go to Alaska tomorrow. 
Generally I am satisfied with my work during this 
special session & have had 4000 copies of my Bills 
sent to Alaska ahead of me so that the people 
might know that I had been doing things for them. 

Diary 16,  1909 
June 20-22 

-20th - 
Left Washington for home today at 11:55 – noon. 

-21st - 
Sick all way to Chicago - probably rheumatism in 
the muscles of my back & legs - Have Dr. 
Hammond of the Annex Auditorium treating me, - 
massage treatment etc. 

Hartman is not yet here & I am waiting very 
impatiently for his appearance. 

-22nd – 
Sick & taking medicine - lumbago - rheumatism. 
Also took massage treatment at Sunkist baths - 
Hartman does not show 

Diary 16,  1909 
June 23-24 

-23rd - 
Hartman called while I was out this morning but left 
a note saying he was in a hurry etc.  Did not expect 
him & would have gone on last night but could not 
get sleeping car accommodations till this afternoon 
- will go west this evening over the Chicago Mil. & 
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St P. to St Paul & thence over the Northern Pac- 
-24th - 

Reached St Paul at 7:25 a.m. left at 11 a.m. on the 
“North Coast Limited”.  Cool & I feel much better - 
looks like going home – 

Diary 16,  1909 
June 25-27 

-25th - 
Northern Pacific – Ft. Keogh.  Billings, Montana 

-25th - 
On N.P. for home. 

-26th – 
Spokane – Yakima 
Reached Seattle at 8:30 p.m. Debbie at the Hotel 
Kennedy all ok- 

-27th – 
Went over to Tacoma & had dinner with Tom & 
Kate -Minnie at home without her children.  Debbie 
went back to Seattle & I went to Buckley to visit 
Mother.  Found her in good health - Nan & Harry at 
home. 

Diary 16,  1909 
June 28-30 

-28th - 
Tacoma and saw Harshberger & settled acts, with 
Nat. Bk of Com. got Darrell’s $1400.- I have $1500, 
still there & Debbie has $69.00 Back to Seattle. 

-29th - 
Visited the Alaska-Yukon Pacific Exposition with 
Debbie.  It is a very creditable exhibition - and yet it 
lacks much of being a fair showing of the great 
wealth and resources of the Pacific coast. 

-30th - 
Closing up a number of small matters in readiness 
to go to Alaska tomorrow.  Among other things I 
called on Erastus Brainerd Ed. of the Post. 
Intelligencer - he began sharply to criticize 

Diary 16,  1909 
June 30 

30 
me for opposing the appointment of Walter E. Clark 
as governor of Alaska. 
Our conversation was pretty sharp though  not 
hostile - but he made me understand that he 
intended to talk over the facts with Secretary 
Ballinger & Clark - but what he expected to do after 
that he did not say. 
I was plainly independent - and he can go to the 
devil.  If he wants to start a fight over Clark he can 

have it promptly. 
We left Seattle at 9 p.m. on the Steamer “City Of 
Seattle” for Alaska.  Saw Major Richardson, Joslin, 
Phil North etc. Met a large number of Alaskans in 
Seattle. 

Diary 16,  1909 
July 1-2 

-July 1st - 
Gulf of Georgia – Seymour Narrows – a fine trip so 
far. 

-2nd - 
Bella Bella to “Port Rupert”. 
Our boat put into the new board town of Port 
Rupert - the alleged Pacific end of the Grand Trunk 
Railroad at 10:30 last night. 
The town is new, 6 mo. old, and its new wooden 
street for it has but one, its new wooden buildings 
& the glare of new things is decidedly western.  It 
looks like a good start in the right direction & I hope 
good things for this far northern railroad terminus. 
Beautiful weather & a fine trip. 

Diary 16,  1909 
July 3 

-3rd - 
Was awakened as we came into the Ketchikan 
wharf at 7 a.m. with the blare of whistles & the 
cheers of a small but enthusiastic crowd & the 
noise of a brass band.  My friends had a banner 
“Welcome, Wickersham” over the wharf & I was 
called out of bed & escorted uptown - made a 
speech before breakfast from a street corner to the 
crowd; met many business men & had a very 
pleasant reception. 
Am informed that they are expecting me to remain 
over & make a Fourth of July Oration at Juneau.  

My friends are still active & enthusiastic.  Beautiful 
sunny day. 

Diary 16,  1909 
July 3 

3 
We reached Wrangell at 5:30 the wharf was 
crowded & a committee came on board & invited 
me to make an address - the Shakan Indian Brass 
band of 15 pieces was on the wharf & I received a 
good reception. 
At 7 o’clock I made a speech - 4th of July speech -
to the people in “Redmen’s Hall” & as a peroration I 
gave the Indian Band a fine large American flag - 
for which I paid $10.00 & greatly delighted both the 
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people & the band. 
Indian boat races - canoes - etc.  We left Wrangell 
at 8:00 & at 8:30 we had a patriotic function 
onboard -songs, reading the Declaration of 
Independence etc. & again I delivered an address - 
Alaska & the Indians. 

Diary 16,  1909 
July 4 

-Sunday July 4th - 
Arrived at Juneau at 10 a.m. remained all day.  
Visited & received my friends, who urged me to 
remain over until tomorrow & deliver an address at 
their celebration, but I declined. 
Saw Ed Russell, Dan Sutherland & Shooting 
scrape -the town marshal, after being cut in the 
back shot his assailant & killed him. 
Saw Valentine & Cobb & found them in an amiable 
mood. Telegraphic dispatches say that 
Congressman Frank Cushman dangerously sick in 
N.Y. with pneumonia. 
Visited shops saw Gov. Hoggatt on street but not 
close enough to speak & did not call. 

Diary 16,  1909 
July 5 

-5th - 
Reached Skagway at 7 a.m. Committee to meet 
me 5 urge me to stay a day but declined.  Spent 2 
hours meeting such people as I could & left on 9:30 
train.  Mr. Blanchard, general manager of the White 
Pass Ry. had the official private car put on the train 
& gave me the use of it to Whitehorse: Whitehorse 
at 5:30 p.m. & found the steamer “Casca” waiting 
for us & we left for down river at 8:30. 
Mr. Robt Lowe invited me to a stay to dinner - 
Messrs. Congdon member of Canadian Parliament 
& Dr. Perry also present. 

Diary 16,  1909 
July 6-7 

-6th - 
Beautiful sunny weather, making fine time down 
stream. Boat is not crowded – Sid, Drake & Griffith 
going to Circle.  Dr. Murray, U.S.A. & wife & two 
children (girls) going to Ft. Egbert & Dr. Chase. 
U.S.A. wife & two children going to Ft. Gibbon. 

-7th - 
Reached Dawson at 2. p.m. and went to the 
Regina Hotel.  No boat in for down the river and 
none due for several days.  Capt. Roediger left for 
Fairbanks on the last boat. 

Diary 16,  1909 
July 10 

-10th - 
A reception was given this afternoon in Minto Park 
to Congdon, M.P. who got in yesterday on the 
Steamer “Whitehorse”, I was invited to sit on the 
platform.  An address was read & delivered to him 
by his friends & he made a very clear and vigorous 
response - I was then asked to talk & did so on the 
efforts I had made to secure legislation for Alaska.  
The audience was largely miners & many 
Americans & Alaskans and I was given a very kind 
reception. It was a delightful occasion & I felt 
honored by my reception. 

Diary 16,  1909 
July 10-12 

10 
Much attention has been paid to Debbie by the 
ladies of Dawson and especially by the official or 
“government house” people.  Bridge & dinners 
have about worn her out & the end is not yet. 

-12th - 
Our boat is nearing port & will be here this 
afternoon. Have just received the news that Hon, 
Frank Cushman, M.C. from Tacoma, wash. died in 
the N.Y. hospital on July 6-! 
I am greatly shocked & grieved at this since he has 
been one of our friends for twenty years. Frank 
was 42 years old. He appointed Darrell To 
Annapolis in 1899- 

Diary 16,  1909 
July 13 

-13th - 
We left Dawson at 11 a.m. on the “D.R. Campbell,” 
crowded & dirty. Reached Eagle at 8 p.m. 
remained an hour & enjoyed it. 
U.G. Myers paid me $21.00 rent on house - the old 
home looks pretty warm & comfortable - same 
carpet on the floor that we put there in 1900 & we 
had used it here for 12 years.  Generally Eagle 
looks better than it did when we left there in 1901, 
and better than it ever did.  There are two 
companies of U.S. troops there & many new post 
buildings.  Visited with my political friends some & 
enjoyed the hour in Eagle very much. 

Diary 16,  1909 
July 14 

-14th - 
Circle City an hour.  Jack Dodson has two young 
moose in a pen, about 2 months old. 

Ft. Yukon in evening - new church parsonage 
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& a new U.S. school building. 
Mrs. Beaumont took passage with us - He is 
outside & she says he has recently married 
another young wife - his third since I have known 
him & she has sold everything she can & is running 
away with the money before he gets back. She is 
about 26 - rather tall & growing stout, but yet with 
youth & a certain grace about her - a graceful 
whore, She is working McGowan & 
transportation??. 

Diary 16,  1909 
July 15-16 

-15th - 
Rampart this afternoon. Saw lot of my friends & 
renewed acquaintance etc. Rampart is rather down 
at the heels now. 

Ft. Gibbon at midnight.  Spent the remainder of 
the night in talking with my friends here - Our boat 
is waiting for transfers of crew etc.  Waited all day 
on left 

-16th - 
at 3 o’clock in the afternoon up the Tanana.  
Bought a lot from George Vautier for $250. Gibbon 
is growing  & many new buildings are going up.  
Tanana river is high & rapidly rising. 

Diary 16,  1909 
July 17-18 

-17th  - 
Hot-Springs - new road & landing on river front just 
opposite Springs - putting up two buildings & 
grading road to Springs. 
Beautiful weather but hot.  River very high.  
Changed from “Campbell” to the Schwatka which 
takes our barge & selves to Fairbanks. 

-18th - 
Reached Chena late this evening - informed that 
my friends are coming down to meet me - they 
came - the steamer “Delta” loaded to the guards - 
flags flying and a band discoursing sweet music.  
They met our boat in the Chena river half way 
between Chena and Fairbanks and Debbie & I 

Diary 16,  1909 
July 18-19 

18 
transferred to the Delta and carne into Fairbanks in 
style. 
A great crowd met us at the wharf, & a small 
cannon boomed a welcome while the cheers of my 
friends gave me genuine satisfaction.  As it was 12 

o’clock at night we escaped with only handshaking 
& finally got to our little home.  The mayor and 
committee were on the Delta and asked me if I 
would address a public meeting tomorrow night & I 
promised to do so. 

-19th - 
Tired - and then tired, some more. 
At the office in the afternoon - a stream of friends 
visiting me all the time with words of welcome. 
The three daily papers have each given me 
editorial welcome home 

Diary 16,  1909 
July 19-20 

19 
and commendation for my work in Washington. 
Addressed a crowd of my friends in the Auditorium 
Hall tonight - Explained what I had done in 
Washington at the Extra Session - read my bills - 
the four - and explained them etc. and my 
audience gave me hearty support.  I am quite 
pleased that my friends are so well pleased with 
my work. 

-20th - 
In the office today trying to pick up the threads of 
business again.  Judge Lyons is holding court and 
is giving entire satisfaction - but Judge Reid finds 
that for two months - though Judge L- is a good 
lawyer & I hope he will continue to do well. 

Diary 16,  1909 
July 21-26 

-21st - 
At Work on Law business. 
Appointed Edward Lang Cobb and Thomas 
Stevenson Cole, alternates to West Point Military 
School - Have heretofore appointed George 
Kennedy, principal.  All the boys are from Juneau. 
 

-22nd - 
Telegram from Stephen Birch today from Copper 
Center saying “Expect arrive Fairbanks August first 
now enroute.” 
 

26 
Another telegram from Birch - from Paxon's - 
asking me to aid him with a boat at McCarty at the 
mouth of the Big Delta. 

Diary 16,  1909 
July 29-30 

-29th - 
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Returned all papers & destroyed deed from Harter 
to me in the case of Harter v. Kemper & Snyder. 
 

-30th - 
Am engaged daily in court work - getting my civil 
cases ready for trial, and in bringing new ones. 
Our firm - W. Heilig & Roden is safe, sane and 
sober -poor John McGinn & Sullivan are drunk all 
the time.  de Journel is going outside & Claypool & 
Kellum have gone out. Our business is increasing 
all the time & we ought to do quite well. 
Birch & Trumbull White arrived here this evening, 
coming down the Tanana from McCarty in a small 
boat. 

Diary 16,  1909 
July 31-August 1 

-July 31st - 
Birch & White visiting town etc. photographing 
gardens etc.   Busy myself in court till afternoon 
when I went with them.  They are greatly delighted 
with the valley & its agricultural capabilities. 

-Aug. 1st - 
Have received telegram from Major Richardson 
saying that Genl Bill & party would be in Fairbanks 
morning of the 4th for 24 hours - Answered saying 
that we would like to entertain the party at Dinner & 
by automobile ride to the Creeks to see “cleanup” 
on James ground #17 on Goldstream. 
Went to Chena with Birch-Joslin etc. to see the 
country - fine day. 

Diary 16,  1909 
August 2-3 

-Aug 2nd - 
Went out to Gilmore & creeks with Birch, White, 
Joslin & Lawson.  Stage from Gilmore to Skoogy 
Gulch where we examined Murray & Whitman 
mines - then walked over to Cleary & examined 
Thodes, Goesmann etc. prospects, quartz. We got 
wet but had good opportunity to see surface 
showings. 

-Aug 3rd - 
Remained all night old “Addington Road house” 
with Tom Lloyds cook & this morning we went over 
the B.& P. & Myers & Thurston prospects in 
Chatham Creek & thence back over the hill to 
Rhodes & into Crawford’s cut on Bedrock creek - in 
the afternoon we went down to Cleary & thence by  

Diary 16,  1909 
August 3-4 

3 
stage to Chatanika & home by train. 
Birch is not strongly impressed with the quartz 
showings on Cleary.  He says, and I think correctly, 
that it is a “good prospect,” but not a mine. - he 
also said to me (privately) that it was too small for 
his people to invest in - and I think nothing can be 
done about selling these mines before more 
extensive work is done in developing the same.  
Birch is to leave tomorrow. 

Aug 4th  
Birch left this morning on the Schwatka, and Maj. 
Genl. J. Franklin Bell, Chief of Staff U.S.A. his wife, 
and Mrs. Heney, Major Richardson and Capt. Aide 
came in on the “Jacobs” 

Diary 16,  1909 
August 4-5 

4 
at 11 o’clock we went out to Janes Claim on 
Engineer Creek - to see the “clean up” -dinner at 
my house at 6 to 8 p.m. and the gentlemen 
attended the reception at the “Tanana Club” from 9 
to 12. 
Genl. Bell was rather personal toward me in his 
address, because in my remarks I suggested that 
the Territory of Alaska was a victory of Peace and 
not of War, etc. but I said nothing in reply - His 
party left for down river at 2 o’clock, - and I can 
now resume my normal calling. 

-5th - 
Attended formal dedication of Public Library and 
made some remarks - Deacon Stuck ditto. 

Diary 16,  1909 
August 6 - 18 

-Aug. 6th - 
Purchased all interest that A.L. Hamilton had in the 
Tanana quartz & hydraulic co property on hill 
between bedrock 6 Chatham creeks today for 
Darrell and paid therefore $1000.00 which Darrell 
had entrusted to me for that purpose. 

-18th - 
Working hard every day & night in office on court 
work, Judge Lyons is working hard - and in a 
lawyer like manner. He seems to be friendly 
enough to me - but there is always a restraint - 
probably I imagine it - but I certainly pay no 
attention to it and go ahead with my business.  
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McGinn & the 
Diary 16,  1909 
August 18 

18 
Barnett crowd are unfriendly and won’t even speak 
to me - but I'll try to stand that. 
One thing I am sorry about: “Chauncey” Bayer, my 
local manager at last election is “ugly” because he 
has not yet been given an appointment - has no 
possible chance has happened to enable me to do 
it for him - Judge Overfield promised to appoint him 
as Deputy Clerk - but since he has not yet arrived 
in Fairbanks, he declines to appoint a Clerk here - 
preferring to wait until he reaches here before 
making the appointment. 
We have just succeeded in getting a compromise 
and settlement of the old case of 

Diary 16,  1909 
August 18 

18 
Boone v. Manley, 2nd Alaska 552. a most 
important case & I am much pleased at our suc-
cess in ending it. 
 
[clipping] 

The Tanana Tribune 
Entered as second-class matter Nov. 5, 1907 at 

Fairbanks, Alaska, under the Act of Congress of 
March 3, 1879. 

ROEDIGER & M’DONALD. 
PUBLISHERS 

PHONE: One double one. 
Than the trans-Mississippi congress there is 

probably no non-political assemblage in the 
country whose recommendations are listened to by 
the congress of the United States with greater 
regard or more frequently adopted.  This has come 
to be the case largely because of the personnel of 
the men who have attended the sessions of the 
congress since its inception a few years ago.  From 
amongst the most prominent and successful in 
their several vocations the delegates that have 
been selected represent the advanced thought in 
the manufacturing and mercantile world, in the 
professions, and in the mining, railroad and farming 
industries.  They are the workers who for the most 
part have demonstrated that their theories were 
practical, and it is only fitting that their advice to the 

nation’s lawmakers should be heeded. 
With this in mind, Delegate James Wickersham 
endeavored to enlist the aid of this congress, which 
is now in convention at Denver, in Alaska’s struggle 
for home rule.  Today he sent a telegram to its 
president asking the congress to embody in its 
recommen- 

Diary 16,  1909 
August 18 

18 
dations to the president and the national congress 
one  to the effect that Alaska be granted a territorial 
legislature.  Should this recommendation be made 
it is certain to carry weight with the president and 
should aid materially in our delegate’s fight at 
Washington.  The telegram was signed by Judge 
Wickersham and the editors of the daily papers, 
and was as follows: 
“Fairbanks, Alaska, Aug. 17, 1909. 
“President of the Trans-Mississippi Congress, 
Denver, Colorado. 
“Alaska has a complete executive and judicial 
department but no territorial legislature.  President 
Roosevelt said in his 1906 message, ‘I reiterate my 
recommendation of last year as regards Alaska.  
Some form of local self-government should be 
provided as   simple and inexpensive as possible.  
It is impossible for congress to devote the 
necessary time to all the little details of necessary 
Alaskan Legislation.’  Will your representative body 
urge upon President Taft and congress that Alaska 
needs a local legislature with carefully limited d 
powers to be elected by the people, so that the 
‘little details of necessary Alaskan legislation’ may 
be obtained by an American territory which has 
produce more wealth in proportion to population 
than any other American community with less 
assistance from the general government? 
Alaska needs an American form of government for 
an American people.  Won't you help us?” 
Signed. 
 James Wickersham, Delegate from Alaska 
 McDonald, Editor Tribune 
 Frederick Heilig, Editor Times 
 Thompson, Editor News-Miner. 
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Diary 16,  1909 
August 19-24 

-19th - 
Dr. Alfred H. Brooks, geologist in charge Alaska 
Survey, came over the trail into Fairbanks 
yesterday -took dinner with us this evening. 

-20th - 
Saw mill burned this morning. 
Received telegram from Darrell today saying that 
he was out of the hospital and getting strong. 
Judge & Mrs. Lyons & Mr. & Mrs. Heilig take dinner 
with us this evening. 

-24th - 
My 52nd Birthday.  Debbie gave me a fine dinner 
and invited Mr. Falcon Joslin and Mr. Fred 
McFarline to dine with us.     

A beautiful day. 
Diary 16,  1909 
August 28 

-28th - 
At the request of the Miners Assoc - owners and 
laborers - a scheme of Ronan’s - I address the 
people of Fox gulch tonight in explanation of my 
bills - a large crowd attended - During the meeting 
the Miners Union Bulletin - the Ronan organ - 
asked for leave to put forward a speaker at my next 
meetings - and not withstanding I saw it was a trap 
to get me into their “packed” and hostile meetings I 
accepted at once. 
The intention is to hold about four more meetings 
and I suppose some life may be injected into the 
discussion now. 

Diary 16,  1909 
August 29-
September 4 

-29th - 
Out on the ridge between Fox & Dome all day 
looking at quartz.? 

-Sept 1st - 
Beautiful weather.  Engaged in court work & 
finishing the Mss. on 3rd Alaska. 

-4th- 
Another discussion of my bills - Lien-Mining-
Assembly-Inspection - tonight at Dome. 
The Miners Union Bulletin is fighting me & the bills 
- the sent O'Connor - a lawyer of age - but just 
admitted -a shyster irresponsible to attack me & 
the bills - I roasted him & his gang in response. 

Diary 16,  1909 
September 11 

-11th - 
Am going out to Chatanika tonight to make another 

talk to the miners on my Bills: So far it seems that I 
am able to convince those who are not engaged in 
a mere political opposition, but I wish to do my 
whole duty for I realize that much opposition will 
arise merely from those who hope to gain political 
capital from howling against my efforts. 
A stampede is on to the Innoko and Iditarod - a 
branch of the Innoko, and many people are leaving 
this camp on every steamer that goes & small 
boats by the dozen with a prospector - his outfit & 
dogs & gear are seen going quietly out and down 
the river.  Well, here's luck to the roving prospector! 

Diary 16,  1909 
September 11 

11 
W. H. Parsons, of the Washington-Alaska bank has 
just told me that he has sold, that bank to Barnette, 
who now owns the three banks - his own, the First 
National & now the W-A - the latter is at the very 
high tide of prosperity - and Parsons gets that kind 
of a price & will go to Seattle and become the Mgr. 
of the Washington Trust Co -with a brighter future 
than ever.  I congratulated him but at the same time 
I regret to see him leave here - & especially do I 
regret to see his bank go to Barnette - but it looks 
to me now that the latter is accumulating a load for 
a fall! 

Diary 16,  1909 
September 12-
19 

-12th - 
Had a rough & tumble debate with a radical labor 
agitator last night at Chatanika before a large 
audience of laboring men - but held my own in fine 
condition. 

-19th - 
Debbie left this morning on the str. “Tanana” for the 
“Outside” - she will go to Ft. Gibbon & via 
Davidson, Skagway to Seattle, where she will await 
my coming after Nov. 1. 
Judge and Mrs. Lyons will take my house for the 
winter - I move to the Nordale Hotel. 

Diary 16,  1909 
September 22 

-22nd - 
On Sept. 16 I called a meeting of the three editors 
of the daily papers - McDonald of the Tribune, 
Thompson of the News miner and Heilig of the 
Times, and after a consultation and upon their 
consent I sent the following telegram to every 
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newspaper and to each Mayor in Alaska: 
“May I sign your (paper) name to telegram to be 

sent president Taft when he reaches Seattle asking 
him to recommend in his message to congress and 
to support substantially my bill for creation Alaskan 
Territorial legislature.  Three Fairbanks dailies 
endorse this effort.  Answer official. 
James Wickersham Delegate” 

Diary 16,  1909 
September 22 

22 
So far I have received affirmative answers from the 
following papers: 
Valdez Prospector       Valdes 
The Leader Ft. Gibbon 
Hot Springs Echo. Hot Springs 
Seward Gateway Seward 
Pioneer  Press Haines 
Juneau Dispatch Juneau 
Ketchikan Miner Ketchikan 
Alaskan Skagway 
Nome Nugget Nome 
Gold Digger Nome 
Cordovan North Star Cordova 
Tribune Fairbanks 
News Miner Fairbanks 
Times Fairbanks 
and also similar affirmative answers from the 
following Alaskan Mayors: 

Diary 16,  1909 
September 22 

22 
W.B. Watts  mayor Nome 
Thos. Tonseth “ Chena 
L. Archibald “ Valdez 
Charles Ott  “ Eagle 
H. Ashley  “ Skagway 
E. Valentine “ Juneau 
 also affirmative answer from E. Otis Smith, 
Pres. Sitka Chamber of Commerce; F.G. Hale, 
Seward Chamber of Commerce. 

I have received one square denial denouncing 
my bill, my effort and myself from The Alaska Daily 
Record, Juneau the Hoggatt-Treadwell paper and 
an evasive answer from G.C. Hazlett, Mayor, 
Cordova. 
The following papers keep silent and return no 
answer to inquiry: 

Douglas Is. News  Douglas 
Cordova Alaskan  Cordova 

Diary 16,  1909 
September 22 

22 
Wrangell Sentinel           Wrangell 
Miners Union Bulletin    Fairbanks 
Chena Miner                   Chena 
Industrial Worker            Nome. 
 
The President is now in Salt Lake, City, on his way 
to the Pacific coast, and he will be in Seattle about 
the 30th - when we intend to forward him a 
telegram signed by fourteen newspapers & all the 
mayors in Alaska, asking him to support my bill for 
a Territorial Legislature. 
This will have at least one effect - it will give denial 
to Gov Hoggatt’s assertion that the people of 
Alaska do not want a local legislature. 

Diary 16,  1909 
September 25 

-25 - 
Have been engaged in trial of the mining case of 
Hoffman v. Jensen for a week - it is bitterly 
contested and McGinn & Clark are opposing me - 
we hope to get it ended tonight. 
 
Parsons and his family and Barbour and his family 
left Fairbanks tonight - never to return.  The W-A 
bank has been sold to Barnette-. 
Today Parsons talked to me an hour about Ekilig & 
J coming out to Seattle and he promised if we 
would to give us a good business for the Wash. 
Trust Co. for which he is to be manager. 

Diary 16,  1909 
September 29 

-29- 
[clipping] 
{Daily Times.} FAIRBANKS, AK, WEDNESDAY, 
SEPT. 29, 1909 

PAPERS AND MAYORS 
DESIRE LEGISLATURE 

Sixteen Alaskan Newspapers and Nine Mayors 
Unite in Request to President Taft to Recommend It 

In His Next Message. 
Diary 16,  1909 
September 29 

-29- 
[clipping] 

Sixteen newspapers of Alaska, seven mayors of 
incorporated towns and two president of chambers 
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of commerce in towns which are not incorporated 
are uniting today in a message to President Taft at 
Seattle, asking him to assist Alaska to secure a 
territorial legislature.  At the same time, the 
chamber of commerce of Seattle and the Seattle 
newspapers, in behalf of Alaskans, will present 
similar petitions to the president. 

The campaign was started by Delegate 
Wickersham with the following telegram sent to 
newspapers and mayors in Alaska: 

“May I sign your name to telegram to be sent to 
President Taft when he reaches Seattle, asking 
him to recommend in his message to congress and 
to support substantially, my bill for creation of 
Alaskan territorial legislature?  Three Fairbanks 
dailies endorse this effort.” 

FAVORABLE REPLIES. 
In answer to his telegram, the following favorable 

replies were received from newspapers, not 
including the Fairbanks dailies: 

“You are authorized to sign Nome Nugget to 
telegram to be sent President Taft asking him to 
recommend support bill for creation Alaska 
Territorial legislature. 

 “NOME NUGGET” 
“Yes. Gold Digger endorses your bill territorial 

legislature, copies of which were received last 
spring.  Earnestly hope effect passage this winter.  
Will give what support we can.  NOME GOLD 
DIGGER.” 

“Yes, emphatically. 
 “TANANA LEADER.” 
In entire sympathy with your bill.  Use name. 
 “HOT SPRINGS ECHO.” 
“Tanana Miner favors your territorial legislature 

bill and you may use our name in any way to 
further the interests of the same. 

 “CHENA MINER.” 
“As editor Gateway endorse your territorial bill as 

step in right direction.  May use Gateway’s name 
for purpose desired. 

 “SEWARD GATEWAY.” 
“Use name of Prospector any way you wish in 

the matter. 

 “VALDEZ PROSPECTOR.” 
“Sign our name by all means.  We heartily 

endorse the bill. 
 “CORDOVA NORTH STAR” 
“The Skagway Alaskan heartily favors proposal 

to wire president recommending territorial 
legislature for Alaska. 

 “SKAGWAY ALASKAN.” 
“You are authorized to sign the Haines Pioneer 

Press to your territorial legislature bill. 
 “HAINES PIONEER PRESS.” 
“With you first, last and all the time for territorial 

government bill.  Use paper name to further the 
good cause.  JUNEAU DISPATCH.” 

“Yes. 
 “DOUGLAS ISLAND NEWS.” 

“The Daily Miner officially stands (Continued on 
Page Four.) 

Diary 16,  1909 
September 29 

-29- 
by action of our delegate.  Use its name and good 
luck to you. 
 “KETCHIKAN DAILY MINER” 
 ADVERSE REPLIES. 

“Believing the territory has far too small a 
population and that the affairs of the government 
would be controlled by the wide-open town 
element, the Record opposes any form of territorial 
government at this time.  JUNEAU RECORD.” 

“Cannot endorse your bill.  If we must have 
territorial form of government, favor Sulzer idea of 
division of territory over yours. 

 “WRANGELL SENTINEL.” 
ANSWERS FROM MAYORS. 

All the replies from mayors and presidents of 
chambers of commerce in unincorporated towns 
were favorable, with the exception of the reply from 
Cordova, which remains open.  The replies follow: 

“You may sign my name as being in favor of 
Alaskan territorial legislature. W.B. WATTS, 
“Mayor of Nome.” 

“Sign my name to telegram to president asking 
support for your all Alaskan territorial bill. 

 “CHARLES OTT, 
 “Mayor of Eagle.” 

 15



Alaska State Library – Historical Collections         Diary of James Wickersham  
MS 107 BOX 2 DIARY 16  May 21, 1909 through Feb. 7, 1910  

“Believing your bill to be the best obtainable, I 
have no objections to your signing my name to 
telegram to President Taft. 

 “THOS. TONSETH, 
 “Mayor of Chena.” 
“Yes. F.G. HALE, 
“President Seward Chamber of Commerce.” 
“You are hereby authorized to use my name in 

manner suggested. 
 “L. ARCHIBALD, 
 “Mayor of Valdez.” 
“Heartily endorse your bill.  You may use my 

name. 
 “H. ASHLEY, 
 “Mayor of Skagway.” 
This community heartily endorses your territorial 

bill and requests to support it. Sign for me. 
 “E. VALENTINE, 
 “Mayor of Juneau.” 
“We endorse your bill creating Alaska territorial 

legislature and request you cable President Taft 
asking him to recommend same substantially.  E. 
OTIS SMITH, 

“President Sitka Chamber of Commerce.” 
“The people of Cordova have not at any time 

expressed their sentiments upon territorial 
government as outlined in your bill or at all. 
Personally, I am somewhat apprehensive in view of 
the large Socialistic vote last election.  Had the 
Socialists been properly organized, they probably 
would have elected their candidate. Don’t you think 
they might under present conditions control 
territorial legislation? 

 “G.C. HASELET. 
 “Mayor of Cordova.” 

 
Diary 16,  1909 
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-30- 
[clipping] 
FAIRBANKS, ALASKA, THURSDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 30, 1909. 

ALASKANS APPEAL 
TO THE PRESIDENT 

Telegram is Sent to President Taft in Seattle 
Voicing a Petition From Alaskans Which is 

Practically Unanimous 
Diary 16,  1909 
September 29 

-29- 
[clipping] 
 FAIRBANKS, ALASKA, SEPT. 29, 1909. 
WILLIAM H. TAFT, PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED 
STATES, SEATTLE, WASHINGTON. 

A UNITED PRESS AND PEOPLE OF ALASKA, 
IN AID OF CONSTRUCTIVE LEGISLATION FOR 
THE CREATION OF A GOVERNMENT BY THE 
PEOPLE IN THIS TERRITORY, AND IN AID OF 
THE DEVELOPMENT OF ITS NATURAL 
RESOURCES, RESPECTFULLY REQUEST YOU 
TO RECOMMEND IN YOUR NEXT MESSAGE TO 
CONGRESS AND GIVE YOUR SUPPOT TO THE 
CREATION OF AN ELECTIVE ALASKAN 
LEGISLATURE IN SUBSTANTIAL CONFORMITY 
WITH DELEGATE WICKERSHAM’S BILL 
INTRODUCED AT THE RECENT SESSION OF 
CONGRESS. 
 
FAIRBANKS DAILY NEWS-MINER.   
FAIRBANKS DAILY TIMES.    
DAILY TANANA TRIBUNE, FAIRBANKS  
DAILY NOME GOLD DIGGER, NOME   
DAILY NOME NUGGET, NOME    
SKAGWAY ALASKAN, SKAGWAY   
DAILY MINER, KETCHIKAN    
DAILY Alaska DISPATCH, JUNEAU 
PIONEER PRESS, HAINES    
SEWARD GATEWAY, SEWARD  
  
HOT SPRINGS ECHO, HOT SPRINGS    
TANANA LEADER, FORT GIBBON   
VALDEZ PROSPECTOR, VALDEZ    
CORDOVA NORTH STAR, CORDOVA. 
TANANA MINER, CHENA. 
DOUGLAS ISLAND NEWS, DOUGLAS. 
E. VALENTINE, MAYOR OF JUNEAU. 
W.B. WATTS, MAYOR OF NOME. 
T. TONSETH, MAYOR OF CHENA. 
L. ARCHIBALD, MAYOR OF VALDEZ. 
C. OTT, MAYOR OF EAGLE. 
H. ASHLEY, MAYOR OF SKAGWAY. 
E.O. SMITH, PRESIDENT SITKA CHAMBER 
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JOSEPH H. SMITH, MAYOR OF FAIRBANKS. 
 OF COMMERCE. 
F.G. HALE, PRESIDENT SEWARD CHAMBER 
        OF COMMERCE. 

Diary 16,  1909 
September 29 

29 
[clipping] 

The above telegram, signed by sixteen 
newspapers in Alaska, seven mayors of 
incorporated towns and two presidents of 
chambers of commerce in towns which are not 
incorporated, was placed in President Taft’s hands 
last night shortly after his arrival in Seattle from the 
East.  At the same time, the Seattle Post-
Intelligencer, the Seattle Times and the Seattle 
Star, in behalf of the Alaskans thus represented, 
are placing the same plea before the president. 

This afternoon the president will be taken into the 
order of the Arctic Brotherhood.  It is then that he 
will probably make reply to the appeal from the 
Alaskan people.  This demand for a territorial 
legislature is the most united and comprehensive 
that has yet been made, and is sufficient to 
convince the president that the desire for a 
legislature is practically unanimous.  His promise of 
assistance will win half the battle. 

The following telegram, signed by the delegate 
from Alaska, the president of the Tanana Miners’ 
association and the editor of the organ of the 
Miners’ union, was sent yesterday to the American 
Mining congress, now in session at Goldfield, 
Nevada.  Inasmuch as the Mining congress intends 
to devote considerable time to Alaska at this 
session, the appeal will undoubtedly meet a quick 
and hearty response: 

 Fairbanks, Alaska, September 29, 1909. 
President American Mining Congress, Goldfield, 
Nevada: 

Alaska favors a government bureau of mines.  
Sixteen Alaskan newspapers today telegraphed 
President Taft at Seattle asking him to recommend 
to congress the creation of an elective Alaskan 
legislature, so that Alaskan miners may 
supplement the United States statutes with greatly 
needed mining laws.  We respectfully request your 

congress to send him a supporting telegram to the 
same effect.  New bonanza placer camp on the 
Iditarod opening now. 

 JOHN RONAN, President Tanana Miners’ 
Association. 

 M.H. CURTIN, Editor Miners’ Union 
Bulletin. 
 JAMES WICKERSHAM, Delegate from 
Alaska. 

Diary 16,  1909  
September 30 

30 
[clipping] 
Population of Alaska Too Scant and Too Widely 
Scattered. 
 Few Big Camps Would Dominate --- 
Railways 
   Should Be Helped. 

SEATTLE, Sept. 30.-“It is too early for Alaska to 
talk of a territorial form of government.  The 
population is too scant and is too widely scattered.  
Under a territorial form of government, the larger 
camps would dominate the entire territory.  I should 
rather see Alaska under the supervision of a 
special bureau in Washington.” 

Such, in brief, were the words of President Taft in 
his speech in the amphitheatre this afternoon, in 
reply to the appeal from the Alaskans, asking him 
to recommend congress to grant a territorial 
legislature for Alaska.  The message from Alaska, 
signed by the newspapers and the heads of towns 
in Alaska, was presented to the president this 
morning. 

Continuing, the president admitted that Alaska 
had been shamefully neglected by the federal 
government, and that wise and sensible legislation 
was greatly needed.  He proposed to secure a 
government commission to obtain information 
which would help congress in the framing of such 
laws. 
Despite the government neglect, he said, the 
development of Alaska has been nothing short of 
wonderful.  It is the duty of the government 
henceforth to assist.  In the building of railways 
through the territory, a necessary part in the 
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development of the territory, the government could 
assist directly and materially by sharing part of the 
initial expense of construction.   This policy he 
favored strongly. 

Diary 16,  1909  
September 29 

-29- 
[separate loose insert] 
[clipping] 
Only two kinds of people listen to your troubles-
those who don’t care, and those who are glad of it. 
  Polywog 
 
[clipping] 

HAPPINESS 
David Grayson 

Happiness, I have discovered, is nearly always a 
rebound from hard work.  It is one of the follies of 
men to imagine that they can enjoy mere thought, 
or emotion, or sentiment.  As well try to eat beauty!  
For happiness must be tricked!  She loves to see 
men at work.  She loves sweat, weariness, self-
sacrifice.  She will be found not in palaces but 
lurking in cornfields and factories and hovering 
over littered desks; she crowns the unconscious 
head of the busy child.  If you look up suddenly 
from hard work you will see her, but if you look too 
long she fades sorrowfully away. 
There is something fine in hard physical labor.  
One actually stops thinking.  I often work long 
without any thought whatever, so far as I know, 
save that connected with the monotonous 
repetition of the labor itself-down with the spade, 
out with it, up with it, over with it-and repeat.  And 
yet sometimes, mostly in the forenoon when I am 
not at all tired, I will suddenly have a sense as of 
the world opening around me-a sense of its beauty 
and its meaning-giving me a peculiar deep 
happiness, that is near complete content. 

Diary 16,  1909  
October 1 

1 
Home Rule Deferred. 

There is nothing uncertain in the reply of 
President Taft to the Alaskans who desire home 
rule.  He will not help to get it, and inasmuch as the 
president is a very necessary party in the securing 
of territorial home rule, it is a reasonable certainty 

that home rule for Alaska is postponed for the 
space of the next four years. 

That will give us time to grow up to it.  For it is 
clear that the president’s principal objection to 
home rule is the lack of population.  He objects to 
handing over a territory 1,100 miles long and 800 
miles wide to be managed by 30,000 people-barely 
a townful, as it probably looks to him. 

The idlest course for us to pursue now, would be 
to beat the air with declamations on the inalienable 
rights of the American freeborn citizen.  The wisest 
tactics will be to admit the temporary check and to 
strengthen our weak spot in preparation for the 
next encounter.  We must work to increase our 
population. 

The president himself, while denying our petition, 
gave us the proper cue.  We must throw our united 
strength into securing government aid for railways; 
for with railways, and only with railways, will the 
population increase materially.  Without 
government assistance, the railways will be much 
slower in coming. 
The promise of the president – to urge government 
aid in the building of railways-is the one bright 

Diary 16,  1909  
October 1 

-October 1st 1909. 
[clipping continued] 

Ray which helps redeem the disappointment of 
the rest.  It is not a stone which the president offers 
us who have asked for bread.  An infant, we are 
impatient to do the work of a strong body politic.  
President Taft will help us first to grow into sturdy 
adolescence. 

Governor Hoggatt. 
Governor Clark’s eulogy of Governor Hoggatt is 

not exaggerated nor extravagant.  Governor 
Hoggatt, during his term of office as governor of 
Alaska, has shown himself to be a man of 
irreproachable integrity, of unquestionable 
sincerity, of sound judgment, and of strong 
executive ability.  It is not without reason that he 
stands high in the counsels of the rulers of the 
nation.  When the president goes about selecting a 
head for the promised bureau to govern Alaska, he 
will search long before he finds a more capable 
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person than ex-Governor Hoggatt. 
 
 
What a masterly retreat! They run at the first blow.  
Well, I suppose I must go into the fight without the 
assistance of this paper & now probably with the 
whole Seattle gang & corporation looters against 
me. 

Diary 16,  1909  
October 1 

1 
[clipping] 
Placing Us in Same Category As Filipinos, He 
Says We Are “Not 
 Ready for Self Government.”  Suggests 
That a Bureau 
  At Washington Would Fit the Case 

SEATTLE, OCT. 1-PRESIDENT TAFT, IN HIS 
SPEECH YESTERDAY AFTERNOON, WHICH HE 
DELIVERED AT THREE O’CLOCK, TALKED OF 
THE WONDERFUL DEVELOPMENT OF ALASKA 
DURING THE PAST FEW YEARS, BUT STATED 
THAT HE WAS OPPOSED TO A TERRITORIAL 
FORM OF GOVERNMENT BECAUSE THE 
POPULATION WAS TOO MUCH SCATTERED 
AND FOR THE REASON THAT IN CASE A 
LEGISLATURE WERE GRANTED THE 
MIGRATORY POPULATION OF THE MINING 
CAMPS WOULD DOMINATE THE ELECTIONS. 

THE PRESIDENT SAID THAT HE WOULD 
RATHER SEE Alaska PLACED UNDER THE 
SUPERVISION OF A BUREAU OR 
DEPARTMENT IN WASHINGTON THAN HAVE 
ITS AFFAIRS LOOKED AFTER BY A LOCAL 
LEGISLATURE. 

THE CHIEF OF THIS BUREAU, SAID MR. 
TAFT, WOULD STAY IN WASHINGTON AND 
ATTEND TO ALL LEGISLATION FOR THE 
NORTH COUNTRY AND WOULD BE, IN FACT, A 
SORT OF DELEGATE.  THE GOVERNOR 
SHOULD REMAIN IN ALASKA AND BE ADVISED 
BY RELIABLE PEOPLE WHO WOULD 
ACQUAINT HIM OF THE NEEDS OF THE 
COUNTRY AND HE COULD CONFER WITH THE 
COMMISSION AT WASHINGTON.  THE 
DELEGATE FROM Alaska SHOLD ALSO HAVE 

THE RIGHT TO ADVISE THE COMMISSION. 
WHILE THE PRESIDENT WAS SPEAKING 

ABOUT ALASKA, ESPECIALLY WHEN HE 
STATED THAT HE WAS OPPOSED TO ANY 
FORM OF HOME RULE, HIS REMARKS WERE 
RECEIVED IN STONY SILENCE, BUT FOR 
SEVERAL TIMES HE WAS INTERRUPTED WITH 
CRIES OF “No, No,” WHEN HE SAID THAT 
ALASKANS WERE NOT READY FOR SELF-
GOVERNMENT. 

THE PRESIDNET WAS INITIATED INTO THE 
ORDER OF THE ARCTIC BROTHERHOOD IN 
THE AFTERNNON, AND HAD CONFERRED ON 
HIM THE DEGREE OF PAST GRAND ARCTIC 
CHIEF.  HE REITERATED THE STATEMENTS 
REGARDIGN ALASKA THAT HE HAD MANDE 
EARLIER IN THE AFTERNOON.  HE SAID THAT 
HE HAD COME OUT BOLDLY AND MADE HIS 
STATEMENT OF HIS CONVICTIONS IN THE 
OPEN.  HE BELIEVED WHAT HE SAID WAS 
TRUE.  HE ADDED THAT IF THE 
ORGANIZATION WAS SORRY, AFTER WHAT HE 
HAD SAID, THAT IT HAD CONFERRED THE 
DEGREE ON HIM, IT COULD TAKE IT BACK. 

AT THE CONCLUSION OF THIS TALK NOT A 
SOUND WAS HEARD IN THE HALL, AND IT WAS 
PLAINLY VISIBLE THAT ALL PRESENT WERE 
DEEPY CHAGRINED.  WHEN HE LEFT FOR THE 
CITY ALL THOSE ASSEMBLED LIFTED THEIR 
VOICES IN ONE OF THE GREATEST 
PROTESTS EVER HEARD, THE ENTIRE BODY 
BEING PRACTICALLY UNANIMOUS IN 
DENUNCIATION OF HIS STAND. 

A BANQUET WAS TENDERED TO THE 
PRESIDENT LAST NIGHT AT WHICH HE SAID 
THAT HE HOPED TO VISIT ALASKA NEXT 
YEAR.  HE SAID THAT MORE RAILROADS 
WERE NEEDED IN THE NORTH AND THAT  THE 
GOVERNMENT SHOULD SHARE THE EXPENSE 
OF THEIR BUILDING.  WISE LEGISLATION, 
SAID MR. TAFT, WAS NECESSARY IN THE 
NORTH, AND A COMMISSION SHOULD BE 
APPPOINTED BY THE GOVERNMENT TO MAKE 
A REPORT OF CONDITIONS EXISTING THERE. 
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MR. TAFT LAUDED SECRETARY 
BALLINGER AND TOOK A CRACK AT CHIEF 
FORESTER PINCHOT BY SAYING THAT 
SEVERAL HAD TAKEN IT UPON THEMSELVES 
TO REFER TO MR. ROOSEVELT’S POLICIES, 
BUT THAT THEY HAD LOST SIGHT OF WHAT 
MR. ROOSEVELT REALLY MEANT BY 
CONSERVATION. 

THE PRESIDENT THEN TRIED TO HAND A 
SOP TO ALASKANS BY SAYING THAT BETTER 
ROADS ARE NEEDED IN THE COUNTRY AND 
THE ADIMINISTRATION INTENDS TO SEE THAT 
Alaska GETS ITS FULL DUES.  HE ALSO SAID 
THAT SECRETARY BALLINGER WILL VISIT THE 
NORTH IN THE SPRING. 

TODAY ALASKANS ARE GIVING THE 
PRESIDENT CREDIT FOR HIS BOLDNESS, BUT 
THEY UNANIMOUSLY CONDEMN HIS POLICY.  
THE POST-INTELLIGENCER THIS MORNING 
EDIORIALLY SAYS THAT ALASKA SHOLD 
CERTAINLY BE ABLE TO GOVERN HERSELF, 
AND IN REGARD TO THE WISH OF THE 
PEOPLE IT SAYS THAT HAS BEEN MADE 
APPARENT BY THE CABLEGRAM FROM THE 
ENTIRE PRESS OF Alaska TO THE PRESIDENT.  
THE PAPERS, SAYS THE P.-I., REPRESENT 
THE PEOPLE, AND THEIR MESSAGE PROVED 
THE FALSITY OF THE CLAIM THAT THE 
PEOPLE DO NOT WANT HOME RULE. 

THE LOCAL PAPERS ARE NOT SAYING 
MUCH ADVERSE TO MR. TAFT, BUT WHEN HE 
GOES TO TACOMA THIS AFTERNOON THEY 
WILL BE FREE TO EXPRESS THEIR VIEWS.  
THERE IS NO DOUBT THAT THE RECEPTION 
ACCORDED TO TAFT DOES NOT COME 
NEARLY UP TO THE ONE TENDERD MR. 
ROOSEVELT FIVE YEARS AGO. 

THERE WERE SIXTY-TWO THOUSAND 
PERSONS ATTENDING THE EXPOSITION 
TODAY.  MR. TAFT WAS IN A PARADE DOWN 
TOWN AND WAS THEN DRIVEN OUT TO THE 
GROUNDS. ON LEAVING THERE HE WILL PLAY 
GOLF FOR AWHILE, AND THEN GO TO 
TACOMA AT FOUR O’CLOCK.  DR. I.H. MOORE 

OFFICIATED AT THE A.B. DOINGS IN PLACE OF 
HANNUM, WHO WAS ABSENT. 
SHORTLY BEFRE NOON TODAY MR. TAFT 
VISITED THE ALASKA BUILDING AND 
REMAINED THERE LONGER THAN AT ANY 
OTHER BUILDING.  HE HANDLED SOME OF 
THE NUGGETS AND SAID HE WOULD LIKE TO 
HAVE ONE.  HE WATCHED THE PANNING 
DEMONSTRATION AND SAID THAT ALASKA 
WAS THE ONLY COUNTRY THAT H REALLY 
CARED TO VISIT. 
 
[clipping] 
SO MIGHT HAVE  
 SAID GEORGE III 
Alaskans Are Told by New Governor to  
 Get In and Dig and Leave Govern- 
  ment to Their Betters 
 (United Press Service.) 

JUNEAU, OCT. 1.- WALTER E. CLARK TOOK 
THE OATH OF OFFICE AS GOVERNOR OF 
ALASKA TODAY AT 2'OCLOCK, IN HIS 
INAUGURATION SPEECH HE SAID HE WAS 
AWARE THAT THERE WERE HONEST AND 
UNSELFISH ADVOCATES OF A TERRITORIAL 
FORM OF GOVERNMENT AND THEY WOULD 
BE ABLE TO COMMAND HIS RESPECTFUL 
ATTENTION.  HE WOULD ALSO LISTEN TO 
THOSE ADVOCATING A LETTER FORM OF 
GOVERNMENT AND TO THOSE OPPOSING 
ANY CHANGE IN THE EXISTING CONDITIONS. 

HE WOULD MAKE, HE SAID, A 
CONSCIENTIOUS EXAMINATION OF 
CONDITIONS AS THEY APPEAR IN THE 
SEVERAL DISTRICTS.  HE SAW, HE ADDED, AN 
EVIDENT NEED OF IMPROVEMENT IN THE 
EXISTING SYSTEM OF TERRITORIAL 
CONTROL AND HE WAS AUTHORIZED BY 
PRESIDENT TAFT TO SAY THAT THEY 
PROBLEMS OF ALASKA'S GOVERNMENT 
WERE ENGAGING HIS ATTENTION. 
THE GOVERNOR THEN SAID HE APPEALED TO 
ALASKANS, UNTIL THE POLITICAL 
CONDITIONS WERE CHANGED AND 
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IMPROVED, TO GIVE ONLY A TEMPERATE 
DISCUSSION TO CIVIC AFFAIRS AND TO 
DEVOTE MORE TIME TO- THE DEVELOPMENT 
OF THE COUNTRY.  THEY SHOULD FOLLOW 
THE POLICY OF LEAVING THE APPOINTMENT 
OF FEDERAL OFFICIALS IN TAE HANDS TO 
WHICH SUCH APPOINTMENTS BELONG ARID 
SIMPLY CARRY OUT THEIR OBLIGATION OF 
ENFORCING THE LAW.  HE ALSO REFERRED 
TO WHAT HE CALLED THE FACTIONAL 
QUARRELS IN ALASKA AND SAID THAT THIS IT 
WAS WHICH WAS STIFLING THE PROSPERITY 
OF ALASKA. 

Diary 16,  1909  
October 2 

2 
{Fairbanks Times, Oct. 2}  
[clipping] 

Indignant Alaskans 
Disappointment over the rebuff from the 

president should not deprive us of justice and 
reason.  It is unjust to quote the president as 
asserting that the Alaskan is not capable of self-
government.  It is unreasonable to believe that he 
would arbitrarily seek to withhold self-government 
from Americans born and trained in American 
traditions.  The president did not intimate that each 
and every Alaskan is unfit for home rule; he 
declared simply that there were not enough 
Alaskans.  That is the crux of the whole argument.  
The very fact that persons of great ability and 
experience in government differ on this point is 
proof that the point is open to debate. 

Difference of opinion on a matter that is open to 
doubt does not furnish good cause for indignation.  
If the Alaskans were to fasten a feeling of 
resentment upon any particular part of President 
Taft's speech, let them concentrate their choler 
upon that part of the speech in which the president 
defines the relative position of the debate from 
Alaska.  "Alaska shall be governed through a 
bureau in Washington.  The governor of Alaska 
shall be tae Alaskan adviser of this bureau.  The 
delegate from Alaska may also advise." 
That was the worst break of all.  Entire Alaska is 
permitted to elect one representative and send him 

to Washington as the one person chosen by the 
people to speak for them.  To place this 
representative in the “also” class is an indignity 
which Alaskans might well resent. 

Diary 16,  1909  
October 3 

3 
[clipping] 
FAIRBANKS, ALASKA, OCTOBER 3, 1909 
BUREAU OF FIVE  
 TO RULE ALASKA 
Taft's Idea is That All Powers of Government  
 Be Placed in the Hands of Five Com- 
  missioners---Coming in Person. 

(Times Special Service.) 
TACOMA, Oct. 2.-The commission to govern 
Alaska should be composed of five persons, said 
President Taft in his speech here last night. 
This commission should have the full power to 
administer the affairs of the district.  He proposed 
to urge the establishment of such a commission as 
an administration measure. 

Further than this, his address was practically an 
iteration of his statements on the exposition 
grounds in Seattle.  He said that there were not 
enough people in Alaska to entitle the district to 
self-government, that the people who were there 
are too widely scattered and have interests too 
divergent to enable them to act together effectively. 

He was aware, he said, of what the newspapers 
were saying about his stand which regard to 
Alaska.  He was prepared to face hostile criticism 
and he expected it.  He had no intention of 
assailing anybody.  He believed that his policy 
would have the very best results for Alaska and 
that the people of Alaska would be the first to 
acknowledge the truth of it. 
But just as the people of Alaska and the 
newspapers which are now crying out against his 
Alaskan policy are not in a position to survey the 
situation without prejudice, so he did not intend to 
recommend anything radical until he visited the 
district next summer.  He promised to make the 
government of Alaska one of his serious studies in 
the future. 

Diary 16,  1909  3 
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October 3 [Clipping]  
{Times} Lemons. {Oct. 3} 

The Alaskan thrives on discouragement, as the 
Democrat thrives on political defeat.  Certainly, 
then, the Alaskan should be thriving now, for each 
succeeding dispatch from the seat of government 
as it moves along is more cheerless than the one 
before.  We asked for the privilege of managing our 
own local government, and the petition was 
refused - firmly, but gently, as we thought.  That 
was disappointing, but it was not a loss; simply a 
failure to gain.  But now comes the word that the 
president proposes to take away what vestige of 
popular government we already possess. 

What else can it mean, when the president 
proposes to appoint a board of commissioners and 
to place the entire government of Alaska in the 
hands of that board" Does it not practically legislate 
out of existence the office of delegate, the only 
popular representative from the territory?  True, the 
delegate has little enough power note to say what 
the form of government in Alaska shall be and what 
it shall not be; but with a bureau of commissioners 
governing the territory, the chose spokesman of 
the people old sink to the rank of a non-entity. 
The president has had much experience in the 
organization of governments in non-contiguous 
dependencies of the United States.  He is an 
authority on forms of government, and when he 
offers a plan of government, the burden of poof is 
on the person who finds fault with his plan.  But his 
experience has been with peoples who have not 
been born to self-government. 

Diary 16,  1909  
October 3 

-3- 
[clipping continued] 

In the case of Alaska, he apparently fails to take 
human nature into account.  Withhold self-
government from a Malay, and he will not know the 
difference.  Deprive an Anglo-Saxon of the same 
thing, and he feels enslaved.  According to all pre-
sent appearances, we shall have no choice to 
accept the advice of the governor and drop politics 
from our daily life and thought; but we shall draw 
the line on pretending to like it. 

{Oct.}   {3rd } 
The President in his Tacoma speech and the 
Times in the Editorial both “hedge” - the President 
evidently had such a cold reception for his Alaskan 
views and such a hot criticism afterwards that he 
has concluded to “wait till he comes to Alaska.” 
That sounds weak and cowardly to me, and I had 
not thought Taft to be either weak or cowardly - His 
anticipation of trouble from Alaska is likely to be 
realized - I intend to make some myself. 

Diary 16,  1909  
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2 
BARNEY 

BECOMES 
BENEDICT 

DELEGATE WICKERSHAM’S SEC- 
RETARY NOW TRAVELS IN  

DOUBLE HARNESS 
MARRIED LAST NIGHT 
Miss Emma Lown of Baltimore Is the Choice of the 
Well Known Local Newspaperman, and the 
Wedding Takes Place at Baltimore. 

(United Press Service.) 
BALTIMORE, Oct. 2-Barney Goss, secretary to 

James Wickersham, delegate form Alaska, is to be 
married tonight to Emma Lown at St. Paul’s 
church, in this city.  The ceremony is to take place 
at 11 o’clock. 
 
[J.W. drew a sketch of two hearts with an arrow 
through them.] 
Barney didn’t get the worst of it – though I don’t 
know the lady. 
 

Diary 16,  1909  
October 4 

4 
[clipping] 
WHY THE DELEGATE FAVORS A SUBSIDY 
New York American Wanted to Know Whether He 
Did. 

On account of the overshadowing importance of 
the Alaskan question in the eyes of Alaskans, it 
failed to generally be noted that President Taft, in 
his Seattle speech, at the same time that he 
consigned Alaska to bureaucratic government, 
declared himself in favor of ship subsidies.  This 
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was the first time he had come out in the open on 
the question, and it was this part of the speech that 
looked big in the eyes of the people of the states. 

With characteristic enterprise, the New York 
American sent out telegrams to members of 
congress, asking for comment on the stand taken 
by the president.  The following message was 
received by Delegate Wickersham yesterday: 
  “New York, Oct. 4, 1909.  
Hon. James Wickersham: 

“Now that the president has come out so force-
fully for a ship subsidy and has declared that 
‘There is no subject to which congress can better 
devote its attention during the coming session,’ will 
you kindly inform the public through the American 
whether or not you favor such a bill and why? 
  “NEW YORK AMERICAN” 

Diary 16,  1909  
October 4-7 

4 
[clipping continued] 

To this the delegate replied as follows: 
“I favor a government subsidy to American 

shipping for the same reason that I favor an act of 
congress creating an elective Alaskan legislature 
and government aid for Alaskan railroads - namely, 
as a means of protecting and extending American 
trade into the great undeveloped North Pacific 
Oriental market. 

Alaska lies midway between Seattle and 
Yokohama.  It has more gold than California and 
Colorado; more copper than Montana and Arizona; 
more coal than Pennsylvania and West Virginia; 
more fish than all other American waters; more 
agricultural land and of greater capacity than the 
two Dakotas. 

“Pacific shipping needs protective subsidy and 
Alaska needs a legislature and government aid for 
railroads.”  

-Nov 7th - 
Upon talking the Census of 1910 over with W.A. 
McKenzie, special agent in charge here in 
Fairbanks - I have discovered that is the instruction 
from Washington to begin enumeration of the 
population on Jany 1. - the law says it shall only be 
done after April 15 - hence the following:  

Diary 16,  1909  
October 6 

-6- 
[clipping] 

WOULD 
POSTPONE 

CENSUS 
DELEGATE WICKERSHAM TAKES UP 

IMPORTANT MATTER WITH WASHINGTON 
POPULATION             VARIES 

Wants the Counting of Noses In  
Alaska Held up Until Next Sum 
mer, When All Our Residents Are  
Here and Not in California. 
 

Fairbanks, Alaska,  
 October 6, 1909 
Secretary OF Commerce and Labor,  

Washington, D.C. 
Am informed enumeration population Alaska well 

begin January 1.  Respectfully request same be 
deferred under section twenty - act July 2 last, 
because more than one-quarter permanent 
population Fairbanks and Home regions outside 
Seattle-Alaska Exposition and on business, and 
will not return interior until March and Nome in 
June.  January census great damage to Alaska 
and seems violation section twenty, act thirteen 
census,  please advise me your action. 
 JAMES WICKERSHAM,  
  Delegate from Alaska 

Diary 16,  1909  
October 6 or 7 

-6 or 7- 
[clipping] 

The foregoing telegram, which was dispatched to 
Washington today by Delegate Wickersham, 
explains itself, and brings home a rather important 
fact that has been neglected in the popular 
excitement about having the heads of Alaskans 
counted for the next ten-year book of the United 
States. 

That the population is at its lowest ebb during the 
winter months is well known, and to add to this 
unfortunate circumstance, it is said that husbands 
whose wives are spending the winter outside will 
not be counted as citizens, although upon what 
theory is not given unless they are minus their 
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better halves. 
That a census taken here in the winter time and 

one in the summer will vary by several thousand is 
known to be true, while this condition applies even 
with greater force to Nome, which has a most 
migratory population. 

Mr. McKenzie, chief census agent for Alaska, 
expressed himself as heartily in accord with the 
idea, but holding himself subject, of course, to 
orders from Washington. 

However, since the work of gathering the names 
and statistics will carry far over into next summer, it 
is possible that a recount of certain sections at that 
time will cure the defects. [end of clipping] 

 
The President declares our population is too scant 
for a territorial legislature - the U.S. appropriates a 
million for an Alaska fair & invites us to come & see 

it - and then while our people are out takes the 
snap census three months ahead of time in 

violation of the law!! Well. 
Diary 16,  1909  
October 9-13 

-9th - 
Recd, telegram from Debbie today saying: “Arrived 
Seattle today fine trip played bridge all way” 
Evidently she had a fair trip 

-11th - 
Have been getting pleadings ready for some days 
in the big mining case - Belsea v. Tindall & Finn - it 
is a fight to a finish. 

-12- 
Jury empanelled today in Belsea v. Tindall - good 
jury & we expect a fair show - it is a bitter fight -with 
$100,000 and a personal hatred both involved. 

-13- 
I sent out telegrams today to Nome, Juneau, 
Valdes, Seward, Ketchikan, Sitka and Cordova 

Diary 16,  1909  
October 13-16 

13 
asking the people to hold meetings on Oct. 18, 
Cession Day, & pass resolutions in favor of a law 
creating a Territorial Legislature. 

-16th - 
asking the people to hold meetings on Oct. 18, 
Cession Day, & pass resolutions in favor of a law 
creating a Territorial Legislature. 

[clipping] 
BRYAN FAVORS HOME 
 RULE FOR Alaska 
In Speech At Exposition He Tears to Pieces 
 Taft’s Utterances With Regard 
  to North Country 
SEATTLE, Oct. 13.-At the exposition yesterday 
William Jennings Bryan tore to pieces the 
assertions made previously by President Taft 
regarding Alaska and its readiness for a territorial 
form of government.  Mr. Bryan said he could see 
no good reason why Alaska should not have home 
rule, especially since the pioneers who built up the 
country had asked for it in no uncertain terms.  Taft 
had given home rule to the Filipinos, said the 
Nebraskan, so why should he not be as generous 
in regard to Alaska.  Thousands cheered the 
speaker to the echo and his reception was in the 
nature of an ovation.  Judge W.H. Mellin presented 
Mr. Bryan with a twenty-foot totem pole to adorn 
his Lincoln residence. 
 
October 16, 1909 
Very hard work all week in trial of important mining 
case - will take all next week to finish it. 

Diary 16,  1909  
October 18 

-Oct. 18th 1909- 
[clipping]  
SENTIMENT UNANIMOUS  
 FOR HOME GOVERNMENT 

We, the People of Fairbanks, Alaska, in public 
mass meeting assembled, to declare that in order 
to promote the Prosperity of the inhabitants of the 
Territory of Alaska, to more effectually and rapidly 
develop its great natural resources, and to give to 
its 50,000 American Miners a voice in the 
Legislation so great need & in its -continued growth 
and development, it is necessary that Congress 
hall, and we respectfully petition the Congress to 
create an elective territorial legislature in Alaska, 
with the usual legislative power and authority 
conferred upon such legislatures in Territories. 

The foregoing resolution adopted last night at a 
large and enthusiastic mass meeting of the citizens 
of Fairbanks and vicinity, epitomizes the sentiment 
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that found expression there and bespeaks the spirit 
of the people who had gathered to do honor to 
Alaska and at the same time exchange their views 
on the vital matters that concern Alaska’s future 
and government. 
There were 500 people gathered in the hall when 
Major Smith convened the meeting at 8:45.  
Assembled on the stage with the chairman were 
Delegate Wickersham, R.F. Roth, L. T. Erwin, John 
Ronan, John F. Dil- 

Diary 16,  1909  
October 18 

-18- 
[clipping continued] 
lon, R.S. McDonald, Martin Harrais and A.E. Light. 

It was a meeting of large enthusiasms and the 
speakers found ready response from their auditors. 
Delegate Wickersham, Martin Harrais, John Ronan 
and John F. Dillon spoke, and the theme of their 
addresses was territorial government for Alaska, 
the prime political object which will be the 
watchword of Alaskans from now until the demand 
is finally granted by congress. 

Judge Wickersham spoke first and told of the 
fight that must be waged by Alaskans before they 
can hope to educate congress and the people of 
the states to a realizing sense of true conditions 
here.  He advocated a campaign of publicity, ii 
which every man, woman and child should make 
himself or herself a press agent for the 
dissemination of good news. 

That was his chief exhortation.  Write them and 
send them pictures and then go outside and 
explain to them that the pictures actually represent 
grain fields growing in the Tanana valley, and that 
the 50,000 miners, partisans and business men 
striving peacefully and industriously here were 
enlightened human beings who did not need a 
commission to show them in the way they should 
go. 

Harrais and Ronan favored home rule, but they 
were not entirely in accord with the Wickersham 
bill.  They did not like the idea of giving congress 
supervisory powers over our legislation.  They 
pointed out that such a condition would differ little 
from the present status, and would tend to 

centralize power in Washington, where they would 
hold an absolute check on all initiative in the local 
legislature and render legislation futile. 
Dillon went after this objection vigorously and 
knocked it into a cocked hat by saying that laws 
passed by a territorial legislature are in full force 
and effect from the date of their passage and that 
they continue 

Diary 16,  1909  
October 18-28 

-18- 
[clipping continued] 
Thus potent unless congress takes the trouble to 
nullify them.  He said that provision of the 
Wickersham bill was mere airy persiflage anyway, 
and that it neither added to or took away from the 
powers of congress in regard to all territorial 
legislation. 

Dillon also went into that little matter that has 
been heard so many times to the effect that should 
territorial legislation be granted to Alaska the 
territory would soon fall into the hands of the 
lawless element, and that the gambler would again 
be in the ascendant. 

He said that there is no higher percentage of 
mortality and intelligence than in Alaska, and that 
no where would such a tendency be fought more 
vigorously than right here at home. 

Following the conclusion of Mr. Dillon’s remarks, 
Delegate Wickersham moved the adoption of the 
resolution.  It was seconded by John Ronan and 
the meeting adopted it by rising and unanimous 
vote. 

-Oct. 28th – 
I began the trial of the Case of Belsea & Beardsley 
v. Tindall & Finn. - Stevens, Roth & Dignan for 
plaintiff & I alone for the defendants on Tuesday, 
the 12th.  It was a jury case before Judge Lyons & 
involved more than $50,000 lease etc.  No. 2, 
Above Discovery 

Diary 16,  1909  
October 28 

28 
on Ester Creek - plaintiff seeking forfeiture of a 
mining lease given by them to defendants.  It was 
most bitterly contested on both sides - but we won. 
The jury today gave us a verdict in full - and the 
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people generally favor the verdict.  I am particularly 
pleased as it is my first great big jury case - and I 
tried it alone, against the odds of money- influence 
& the most bitter attacks on my clients. 
If my clients had lost they were broke - so I fought 
with every energy I had - and the clashes were 
frequent and without quarter, - but we won – 
rightly! 

Diary 16,  1909  
November 1 -4 

-Nov. 1, 1909- 
Cannot get away on today’s stage for I have two 
other cases on for trial - Court decided against me 
today in Hoffman v. Jessen. 

-Nov. 4- 
The Grand Camp of A.B.'s at Seattle today laid on 
the table a resolution favoring a legislative 
assembly for Alaska. 

-Nov. 6th - 
The News-Miner has a telegram saying that the 
Cordovan Alaskan has strong editorial boosting 
McGinn for Republican candidate for delegate - 
(That Means Harry Steel & Thompson). 

Diary 16,  1909  
November 7-9 

-Nov. 7- 
Busy packing & getting ready to go out tomorrow. 
Have been working night & day in court work - and 
not very satisfactorily either- 

-Nov. 8th - 
Left Fairbanks at 2 p.m. on the Orr stage - 9 
passengers - the mail & a lot of baggage aboard - 
including 4 ladies. Mrs. J.L. Timmins, Mrs. Dutcher, 
Mrs. Young & Mrs. McAuley- 
Got my law business pretty well done - but only 
that - nothing more. 

-9th - 
Staid at Bylers Roadhouse last night -, breakfast at 
Munson’s, dinner at Little Delta-Washburn & we 
are at Sullivan’s Road house tonight - 85 miles 
from Fairbanks. 

Diary 16,  1909  
November 10-12 

-10th - 
Reached the Rapids Roadhouse tonight - by 
double ender sleds from Donnelly’s & everything 
going o.k. & weather pretty good - windstorm on 
Big Delta.  

-11th - 

Staid all night at Yost’s on the summit between Big 
Delta and the Gulkana Rivers - 

-12th - 
We came from Yost's to Miers' Rd. House, via 
Paxsons for lunch.  We are having a fine trip - good 
Weather and a pleasant crowd.  There is too little 
snow at this end of the line for good riding & roads 
are dry & snowless from here to the Valdez 
mountains. 

Diary 16,  1909  
November 13-16 

-13th - 
Arrived at Gulkana Rd. House, tonight - bad trail 
over that part of the road worked by the Alaskan 
Road Commission - there are six double ender 
sleds - two persons in each sled - a big & a little 
one in each sled. 

-14th - 
Reached Tonsina Rd. House - good beds - good 
table & fine weather. 

-15 – 
Reached Teikhill Rd. House tonight.  Warm & but 
little snow. 

-16th - 
Crossed Marshall Pass - good weather and but 
little wind - not snow enough & we can only get to 
Wortman’s Rd. House for the night. 

Diary 16,  1909  
November 17-18 

-17th - 
Came into Valdez about 11 o’clock in the forenoon. 
Bath, shave etc. etc. Our party of 8 went to St. 
Elias Hotel 

Mrs. Timmins, Mrs. Young, Mrs. Dutcher, Arthur 
Williams & John Mihalsik went out tonight on the 
“Portland” for Seattle.  The Masons had a special 
work in the 3rd tonight & a banquet & kindly made 
me the guest of honor. 

Judge Overfield is holding a term of court - is 
about finished & seems to be well liked & to have 
made a good impression - I called on the public 
officials. 

-18th - 
Received $1000.00 fee in Alaska Central Ry Case 
today.  Took lunch with Judge & Mrs. Overfield. 

Diary 16,  1909  
November 18 

-18th continued- 
The “Moose” give a sneaker for me tonight & I am 
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invited to deliver a speech on political matters 
tomorrow night at the court house. 
Sent a telegram to McChesney of the Cordova 
North Star saying I would come over there on the 
next boat - Friday night - & wished to hold a public 
meeting on Saturday night Also telegraphed to 
Heney saying I desired to go out over the line of 
the road on Sunday. 
Also received telegram from Seward Chamber of 
Commerce inviting me to come there and visit - I 
answered that I would come the first of the week - I 
intend to stir up the opposition in Cordova!! 

Diary 16,  1909  
November 19 

-19th - 
Busy gathering material about fishing licenses etc. 
calling on my friends & consulting about coal lands 
legislation, wagon road appropriations etc. 
Dinner with Capt & Mrs. Orchard - Orchard is 
member of the U.S. Road Commission - Present at 
dinner with Orchards - Judge & Mrs. Overfield & 
officers & ladies from Ft. Liscum. 
A public meeting at the Court House and I spent 2 
hours expounding the doctrine of the necessity of a 
Territorial Legislature & denouncing the President's 
idea of a Commission of Five - the people of 
Valdes are undoubtedly with me. 

Diary 16,  1909  
November 20 

-20th - 
Came over to Cordova from Valdes last night on 
the Str. “Olympia” 

A committee - Mayor Hazelet, Sam Blum, George 
Dooley & the Pres of the Chamber of Commerce 
met me at the wharf & also Rev. H.S. Young & Dr. 
Chase.  I am to hold a public meeting at the Eagles 
Hall tonight - they have suggested that I talk about 
coal lands legislation etc. and say nothing about 
the bill for a Territorial Legislature as the Ry & all 
interests here are strongly in favor of Taft’s 
Commission of Five - but I intend to do just the 
other thing & give them the strongest talk I can for 
an American form of government. 

Diary 16,  1909  
November 20 

20 
Harry Steel is here publishing the “Alaskan” for the 
Ry (Guggenheim) Co. - has been announcing the 
candidacy of McGinn & also announced a day or 

two ago that I would not be a candidate & roasted 
me.  Still they have concluded to give me a good 
reception & Steel's paper says editorially (not 
much, notice). 
 
[clipping] 

Welcome to Delegate 
There are no more loyal and patriotic Alaskans 

than the residents of Cordova and they are today 
extending a most hearty welcome to our delegate 
in Congress, Hon. James Wickersham.  At a 
special meeting of the chamber of commerce, held 
last night, a committee of representative business 
men was appointed to receive Mr. Wickersham at 
the boat and escort him to the Burke hotel.  Here 
he was met by an entertainment committee who 
had in charge the arrangements for a reception 
and public meeting, in order that the delegate may 
meet as many of our people as possible and also 
have an opportunity of discussing with them 
needed legislation for Alaska. 

A public reception has been arranged for Eagle 
hall tonight at which time Judge Wickersham will 
address the people of Cordova, all of whom are 
invited to attend. 

Diary 16,  1909  
November 20 

-20- 
PEOPLE OF CORDOVA ENTERTAIN DELEGATE 
 WICKERSHAM---ADDRESS TONIGHT 
 

Hon. James Wickersham.  Alaska’s delegate in 
congress, arrived in Cordova this morning on the 
Olympia from Valdez, and was met at the wharf by 
several members of the reception committee, Dr. 
S. Hall Young, Samuel Blum, George C. Hazlet, 
Harry G. Steel, J.W. Frame and J.F. Bridges.  He 
went at once to the Burke hotel, which will be his 
headquarters while he remains in town. 

During the day Judge Wickersham was shown 
around the city by old friends and met a large 
number of the flower of Cordova’s civic distinction.  
The delegate found here a large number of old 
friends and acquaintances from different parts of 
the territory.  In his circulation through the town he 
was accompanied at different times by the 
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members of the entertainment committee – Joseph 
T. Diggs, J.Y. Ostrander, George Dooley, Dr. 
Chase and J.W. Frame. 
This evening, pursuant to program, Judge 
Wickersham will address the people of Cordova at 
Eagle hall.  The meeting will be called to order at 
8:30.  Judge Wickersham will discuss the bills he 
has introduced in congress affecting Alaska.  He 
recognizes that on many subjects, particularly that 
of his bill for a terri- 

Diary 16,  1909  
November 20 

20 
[clipping continued] 
torial legislature, differences exist among his fellow 
citizens, and he expects and invites criticism.  He 
states that he is anxious to represent the general 
sentiment of Alaska and to seek the enactment into 
law the best sentiment in the territory as to 
Alaska’s needs, as well as introduce a bill favoring 
government aid to all railroads in Alaska.  To that 
end he invites discussion and criticism.  The 
people of Cordova are urged to be present at the 
meeting tonight, and ladies are especially invited. 

Judge Wickersham will sail for Seward on the 
Victoria and will go outside on that steamer. 

 
Spent the day walking around town & visiting 
people - find many old friends here including 
McChesney who is owner & publisher of the 
“NORTH STAR” - and my friend. 
Spoke tonight at the Eagle Hall -crowded with an 
attentive audience and I spoke generally about the 
necessity for the creating of an Alaskan 
Legislature.  The audience was rather distant at 
first but gradually warmed up & were quite 
enthusiastic as one could expect a Cordova 
audience to be finally. 

Diary 16,  1909  
November 21 

21 
[clipping] 

THE NORTH STAR, CORDOVA, ALASKA, 
SUNDAY, NOV. 21, 1909 

OVATION TO WICKERSHAM 
Speaks to a Crowded House and Is Applauded at 

Every Turn – Explains His Bills and What he 

Intends to Do — Most of the Audience Shake 
Hands With Him. 

Diary 16,  1909  
November 21 

21 
[clipping continued] 

A rousing ovation was given Delegate 
Wickersham in Eagle hall last evening.  The hall 
was crowded so that those who were late could not 
get inside.  The speaker was applauded frequently 
and at the end of the meeting, when he announced 
that he would like to shake hands with those who 
favored home rule, the greater part of the audience 
surged forward and shook hands with him. 

J.T. Bridges, president of the Chamber of 
Commerce, called the meeting to order and Mayor 
Hazlet made a short address of welcome. 

The mayor said he wished to welcome, on behalf 
of the people of Cordova, the first citizen of Alaska.  
He had known the delegate a number of years and 
he was a fighter who had never been whipped.  
The mayor said he was a foeman worthy of any 
man’s steel.  He said he had known the delegate 
eight or ten years and new him as a man of honest 
purpose Among the things Cordova wanted and 
needed was coal legislation. 

The delegate prefaced his remarks by 
complimenting the business-like appearance of the 
city and the hearty reception accorded him by its 
citizens.  He said he was delightfully disappointed 
as he imagined he was entering the enemy’s 
country.  He had expected to come here and make 
his own arrangements and rent his own hall and do 
his own advertising. 

He said he believed in the American form of 
government where the majority ruled, but when he 
reached a place where everyone was agreed upon 
the same subject and there was no difference of 
opinion he wanted to take the next train and get 
out.  He said he had come here prepared to speak 
plainly and deal honestly in his views on legislative 
matters and he proposed to do so, despite the 
cordial and kindly welcome accorded him. 
The speaker briefly reviewed the history of Alaska, 
when it was purchased from Russia, and how the 
government had promised to give the Russians the 
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rights of other subjects; 
Diary 16,  1909  
November 21 

21 
[clipping continued] 
The government was by customs service rule until 
1884, by governor and judiciary thereafter, a penal 
code was given Alaska in 1899 and a civil code in 
1900. 

The speaker said he honored Mr. Bryan for his 
remarks on home rule as applied to Alaska.  He 
then drew a comparison between Cordova and 
Tacoma as railroad towns.  He said he lived in 
Tacoma when it was owned and controlled by the 
Northern Pacific.  A man did not care to kiss his 
own wife without permission from the Northern 
Pacific.  The people of Tacoma gave the Northern 
Pacific all the water and light and other franchises 
that the Northern Pacific asked and then some, for 
the privilege of paying double prices in the hopes 
that the railroad would do more for it than any other 
town.  Meantime, a short distance away, was the 
little town of Seattle kicking against the Northern 
Pacific and taking an independent stand upon all 
questions.  The result is well known.  He said that 
by exercising the independence of American 
citizens the people of Cordova would not have to 
pay a cent more or less for freight; that they would 
not lose a single advantage, nor would they gain 
anything by giving the railroad all it asked.  He said 
that all of the talk about running capital out of 
Alaska was nonsense and pure buncome. 

“I am a better friend of the railroad today,” said 
the delegate, “than many of those who take their 
orders from them.  I am in favor of strong railroads 
built in the territory of Alaska, and toward that end I 
am preparing a bill, meeting the views as 
expressed by President Taft, to secure government 
aid for the railroads in Alaska.” 

The delegate said the bill was not in the interest 
of any one section but the whole territory and 
would arrange for government engineers to survey 
and select the best available routes. 
But he said he objected to the railway interests or 
any other interests securing all the fish, all of the 
cop- [com-] 
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[clipping continued] 
modity.  He believed in conserving the natural 
resources for the people. 

He believed in giving the railroads all the coal 
they needed, giving the people all they could use 
and shipping all that could be mined, but for the 
use of the people generally and not for the benefit 
of a few. 

The delegate handled the fish question without 
gloves.  He said this combination took out 
$10,000,000 a year and did not pay a cent of 
taxes, or build a home in Alaska or church, or any 
other one thing of benefit to the territory. In place of 
the $35,000 taxes due on year it paid 35 cents and 
a number of affidavits.  It brought in  a fleet of 
vessels and an army of men every summer and 
took them away again as well as the wealth of fish.  
He told about the manner in which the big 
companies had ravished the fishing interests of the 
Columbia river and said Alaska’s valuable wealth 
of fisheries would suffer the same fate unless 
properly protected.  He thought it much better to let 
the people who lived here enjoy the wealth of the 
fisheries than an outside combination that took 
away all and left nothing in return.  He said he was 
in favor of a reasonable and proper tax to help 
support a government of the people, by the people 
and for the people. 
The delegate said there were two sides to the coal 
question.  He said all the high grades of coal west 
of the Mississippi were in Alaska and more of it 
than in the whole of America.  He said in the event 
of war with Japan or any other nation the naval 
fleet on the Pacific would be helpless in 60 days, 
unless it could secure Alaska coal.  He did not 
believe in giving this coal to the Morgans or 
Guggenheims or any other combination and then 
having the government get down on its knees to be 
a few chunks for its navy. He did not believe in 
giving all these valuable coal mines into the 
keeping of a few mines for $10 per acre to charge 
any price they pleased and reap millions of profits.  
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He said the corpora 
Diary 16,  1909  
November 21 
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[clipping continued] 
tions were not going about and advertising what 
they were doing; they wore gum shoes and 
maintained their lobbies at the national capital in 
order to secure or head off legislation, whichever 
the case might be.  He said if the same 
combination controlled the Matanuska and the 
Bering coal fields, they could hold up the entire 
United States navy.  He said he was going to 
Washington to get the people a hearing on the coal 
question.  He wanted to see it mined and 
developed for the benefit of the people and 
commerce generally.  The speaker said he had 
known Ballinger a number of years and they were 
friends, but they did not agree on all points and he 
did not purpose to defer in his opinion of what he 
believed was right to Ballinger or any one else. 
The delegate told about two men controlling 58,000 
acres of placer ground in the Bonnifield with a 
lawsuit lurking behind every stake for the poor 
miner who wanted to stake them, that on this 
ground were not more than ten holes to bed rock, 
but gold could be found in the gravel; that these 
men controlled another 50,000 acres of min- 
ing ground in the Birch creek district; that 500 
miners had tramped past those places to distant 
stampedes because the ground was tied up.  The 
delegate said his bill introduced in Congress, 
eliminating the power of attorney entirely and other 
features, was intended to stop such wholesale 
speculation.  He thought that any man who could 
not use his legs to stake a claim did not deserve 
any.  His bill also did away with the association 
claim, but allowed a miner to stake as many as he 
wanted and hold them providing he did $100.00 
worth of assessment work every year.  He said the 
bill was the result of experience as judge in the 
Tanana where poor men and miners were robbed 
of their claims by the Lawyer’s Union of which he 
had the honor to belong.  He said it was the 
principle of this union to take half of everything in 

sight or all of it, owning to imperfect laws.  He 
pointed out that this bill, 
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[clipping continued] 
As well as his other bills, had been criticized , and 
some of the suggestions were good and would be 
adopted by him, but that no measure over drawn 
was free from criticism and it was an easy matter 
for any one to find fault; that he considered his 
experience as a judge, who had tried hundreds of 
cases, just as good in framing bills as any 
attorney's who had never had that practical 
experience. 

In the same manner Mr. Wickersham said he did 
not want to see a few people control the minerals 
of Alaska.  This country contained more copper 
than Montana.  Railroads would build for these 
products.  There was no hurry to give away 
valuable natural resources to secure them.  The 
people of Cordova must not be selfish and try to 
hold up the whole people of Alaska.  That without 
the rest of the country going ahead and expanding, 
for instance, Katalla, Valdez, Seward, the interior 
and other coast sections, Cordova would not 
amount to anything. 

The territory needed railways and the promoters 
of these were entitled to a fair return on their 
investment.  He said that five per cent of the 
natural resources of Alaska would be sufficient to 
build all the railroads needed by the territory and 
he wanted the other 95 per cent to be used for the 
benefit of the people, not for the corporations.  He 
wanted the railroads to get all they were entitled to, 
with the water squeezed out of the stocks.   

The delegate also reviewed his labor bill, 
declaring that there was $500,000 owed to laboring 
men in the Tanana today, because the banker, the 
merchant, and the owner had first mortgages over 
the rights of laboring men on pay dumps or 
bedrock.  His bill made labor come first. 

He next reviewed his mining bill providing for 
inspection of mines. 
He then took up the territorial bill section by section 
showing how “interested parties” had sought to 
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confuse the issues by claiming that it would prove a 
burden and a lot of other things, " when, as a 
matter of fact, the government would continue 

Diary 16,  1909  
November 21 

21 
[clipping continued] 
as now, save with the addition of a legislative 
branch and that no more than one per centum 
could be taxed for territorial purposes under that 
bill.  He compared this with the proposed commis-
sion of five men composed of broken down 
politicians who would be paid a salary of $10,000 a 
year each besides more expense money for clerks, 
to make laws for the corporations, instead of for the 
people.  He said the big interests naturally 
preferred a commission to a legislature and that he 
must have the support of every American citizen in 
Alaska who believed in American principles in 
order to accomplish any good, for the whole people 
of Alaska.  He asked everyone to write to his 
representative from his state outside and urge 
action on these bills.  He did not intend to introduce 
any more bills, save the railroad bill, for he would 
have all he could do to secure the passage of this 
and the others already introduced. 

There were a large number of women in the 
audience.  “From this time on I am a Wickersham 
woman,’ said one of the fair sex, and it is evident 
from the number of people who shook hands with 
the delegate that others in the hall were of the 
same opinion. 
 
The above is a newspaper reporters synopsis of my 
speech - but some features are not as strongly put 
as I think I stated them.  I did not hesitate to go 
after the “grabbing trusts” & their Alaskan allies & 
gave them a hell of a roasting.  

Diary 16,  1909  
November 22-24 

-21st continued - 
I was invited to go out over the C.R. & N.W. Ry 
today by the officials & a special car was provided -
Brother, the Co. attorney, Williams, Supt & other 
officials & I & Ritchie of the Valdes Prospector 
were the parties. 
Went out to Mile 49 - Childs & Miles glaciers, saw 

glacier- examined the abutments & piers for the big 
Ry bridge at this place - had lunch & returned.  
Fine road - splendid steel bridges. 
Dinner at the 'Burke Hotel' – present Miss Burke, 
Mr. & Mrs. Hazlet, Mr & Mrs. J.Y. Ostrander, Mr. & 
Mrs. Horace Leech – Miss Mary Parzybook, Ritchie 
& the schoolteacher – name forgotten. 

Diary 16,  1909  
November 

-22- 
Remained visiting in Cordova - left at 5 pm on Str. 
Victoria for Valdes.  

-23rd - 
In Valdes all day waiting for the Victoria to go to 
Seward.  

-24th – 
La Touche - Seward at 1. p.m.  Committees similar 
to those at Cordova & invited to speak at 4 in the 
afternoon which I did to a large audience in a fine 
new hall - Dinner with Mr. & Mrs. McNeilly with 
party.  Attended public ball & another - public - 
dinner given by the Chamber of Commerce at the 
Coleman House at 11:30 in the evening. 

Diary 16,  1909  
November 25-27 

-25- 
Left Seward at 2. a.m. on the Victoria - on return 
trip - Ellenor & Valdes at 4. p.m. 

-26- 
Valdes all day - blowing a heavy gale from the 
glacier & cold & uncomfortable - Had Thanksgiving 
Dinner yesterday with Dr & Mrs. Boyle. 
The Tillicum Club Lady's evening this p.m. - and 
played “500” at cards. 

-27th - 
The people of Valdes have organized a Territorial 
Club & held a meeting tonight - I addressed them & 
then went to the Moose Hall to a social evening of 
that order - 

Diary 16,  1909  
November 27-30 

27 
Sent a list of telegrams - one to Jeffery to send me 
all Mt. McKinley pictures as I intend to write a story 
of the trip of 1903. Left Valdes at midnight on the 
“Victoria” for Ketchikan. 

-28th - 
Cordova - Now on Prince Williams Sound bound 
for the sea - and the Southland. 
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Sunday - fine day. 
-29th - 

At sea - and sea sick as usual - but weather is not 
bad & trip going fine. 

-30th - 
Inside - Icy Straits – Chatham Straits & Cape 
Ommoney - Ketchikan 

Diary 16,  1909  
December 1-3 

-Dec. 1st 1909- 
In Ketchikan all day - resting & visiting people -at 
the Hotel Connell  - Called on Ed. Miner & talking 
with my political friends. 

-2nd - 
Dinner with Mr. & Mrs. Forrest J. Hunt - speech & 
Reception tonight at Redman's Hall - Pretty well 
satisfied with my presentation of Legislative Bill etc. 
and hearty Reception. 

-3rd - 
Smoker & Reception at the Eagle’s Hall etc. tonight 
- Was warmly received & kindly entertained - 
People here are very friendly. 

Diary 16,  1909  
December 4-6 

-4th - 
Waiting for a boat to Juneau. Visited the New 
England Fishing Co. plant, etc. 

-5th - 
Took boat early this morning for Juneau - spent an 
hour in Ketchikan [probably meant Wrangell] - Saw 
“Chips” Cole, Judge Snyder, Al Lowe & other 
friends - also Bushnell editor of Wrangell Sentinel 
who is strongly against me & supports the Hoggatt 
idea & element. 

-6th - 
In Juneau - Congress convenes today - but I think 
it more important to make this visit than to be 
present on the first day of the session. 

Diary 16,  1909  
December 6 

6 
Reception & speech tonight at the Elks Hall - a big 
crowd and I spoke for 2 hours!! on the necessity for 
united effort for better governmental facilities in 
Alaska - for an elective territorial legislature vs. a 
commission plan which the President proposes in 
his message to Congress. 
The people here are with me on that though the 
“Juneau Record”, the Hoggatt-Treadwell mine 

organ is fighting me & that idea most viciously & 
with great personal animosity. Dan Sutherland, 
Marshal, Ed. Cushman Judge etc. Calling on my 
friends & also on Gov. Clark - who is no longer in 
that list. 

Diary 16,  1909  
December 6 

-6- 
Telegraphed Darrell at S.F. Cal. 

-7th - 
No boat south & calling on my friends & waiting, 
Dinner tonight with Mr. & Mrs. Cobb, E. Valentine, 
Mayor, & Mrs. Cook. Dan Sutherland also present. 

-8th - 
One O'Connor, Mayor of Douglas has been 
publishing a request for me to come to Douglas & 
talk & says he will hire a hall but wants to ask me 
questions, etc. 
The Juneau Record - the Hoggatt - Treadwell 
organ has been criticizing me for failing to go & the 
Steamship agent told me I could go tonight & catch 
a boat early in the morning, so I went and what a 
reception they did give me - Shackleford – the 

Diary 16,  1909  
December 8 

8 
head of the dummy Rep. organization - the 
attorney for Treadwell & all my corporation 
enemies & O'Brien the Ed. of the Record went over 
on the same ferry to Douglas to break up my 
meeting.  However, Sutherland sent 3 deputies to 
empire the scrap & Ed. Russell Ed. “Dispatch” went 
with me. 
O'Connor, the Irish mug mayor, the tool of 
Treadwell opened the meeting by asking me a lot 
of questions to prejudice the crowd against me on 
local matters & then criticized & roasted me for half 
an hour & finally gave me an introduction - & I went 
at the combination. For 2 hours I roasted them & 
talked, for an elective Legis 

Diary 16,  1909  
December 8 

8 
lature & mine inspection laws for Alaska. 
Shackleford was on the state & their scheme was 
to have him answer me - they posted O'Brien in the 
audience to ask me questions & Kennedy the Asst. 
Supt. of Treadwell was also engaged in that same 
line - & they went after me good & vicious - but 
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they got it back as vigorous as it was sent though 
with more skill since they got mad & made it so bad 
that they thus admitted defeat. 
I was greatly amused to be able to hold the crowd 
for two hours - & then to see them break for the 
door & leave Shackleford, sitting there without 
saying a word.  

Diary 16,  1909  
December 8-10 

8 
It was a conspiracy to break up my meeting & it 
failed & I got the best of them in the talk & rapid fire 
debate & my friends were pleased. - Went back to 
Juneau & had midnight lunch with Russell & 
Sutherland & my boat came at 2 a.m. 

-9th - 
I boarded the “Yucatan” at 2 a.m. for Seattle. M. J. 
Heney was aboard & a large list of people from 
Fairbanks. 

-10th - 
Ketchikan - but did not land.  Dixons Entrance & 
B.C we are not in the region of rain - & it feels 
good. 

Diary 16,  1909  
December 11-12 

-11th - 
Crossed Queen Charlotte Sound - heavy S.E. gale 
headwind & heavy seas. 

-12- 
Active Pass this morning Storm has abated & 
warm south wind blowing. 

Tom McGowan, atty for the N.C. at Fairbanks 
was on this boat but got off as I got on at Juneau - 
am told he stopped to see Gov. Clark etc. on the 
subject of politics.- 

 
Reached Seattle in afternoon & went Rainier-
Grand Hotel - Debbie is in Vallejo - telegraphed her 
of my arrival. 

Diary 16,  1909  
December 13-16 

-13th - 
Nothing much - luncheon today at the Artic Club 
with Col Perkins etc. 

-14th -15th - 
Over to Tacoma in afternoon of 14th - and 
remained all night at Donnelly's Hotel - Saw a few 
Alaska people. On 15th went out to my valley land 
with Charley Peterson on trip of inspection - and 

trying to get some one to clear land for me.  Stayed 
night 15th at Donnelly’s. 

-16th - 
Learned this morning that Debbie had gone 
through Tacoma to Seattle _ came on first train & I 
am greatly 

Diary 16,  1909  
December 16-17 

16 
pleased to see her - Darrell will not leave U.S. 
Navy Yard at Vallejo for some time yet - but about 
Jany 1. He goes to China & Manila for a two years 
trip. 
He is 1st Lieutenant & has fine opportunities now in 
navy - Both Debbie & he seem to be better pleased 
now than for a long time. 

-17th - 
Took lunch at Arctic Club with John P. Hartman - 
and I am invited to attend a banquet at the Arctic 
Club on Saturday night and to speak in aid of 
Alaskan legislation. 
The Club is announcing the function in my honor - 
and I am duly delighted. 

Diary 16,  1909  
December 18 

-18th - 
Have met Cunningham of the Alaska coal cases v. 
Ballinger - he looks like Heney and is much like 
him I judge. 
 
[clipping]  
JUDGE WICKERSHAM 
 TO BE BANQUETED 
Alaskan Delegate to Congress 

Will Be Guest of Arctic Club  
and Members of Commercial  
Body Tonight. 

NOTABLE SPEAKERS 
 TO MAKE ADDRESSES 
Territorial Politicians Believe 

Forecast of Plans in House  
Campaign This Winter Will  
Be Divulged. 
 
Judge James Wickersham, delegate in Congress 

from Alaska will be the guest of honor at a banquet 
to be given tonight by the Arctic Club.  The 
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Chamber of Commerce is cooperating with the 
Arctic Club and there will be a big representation 
from the commercial organization.  In addition all 
Alaskans now in Seattle, have been invited to 
attend irrespective of their membership in either 
organization. 
John P. Hartman, vice-president of the Arctic Club, 
will preside as toastmaster and a list of six 
speakers has been prepared.  Among the number 
is former Gov. John H. McGraw, president of the 
Rainier Club, and for several years president of the 
Chamber of Commerce. 

Diary 16,  1909  
December 18-19 

18 
[clipping continued] 

Judge Wickersham is to respond to the toast of 
“The Delegate from Alaska,” and those interested 
in Alaska politics believe that the speech will 
forecast something of Wickersham’s plans, both in 
congress during the coming winter and in the next 
Alaskan delegate campaign. 

Federal Judge C.H. Hanford, of Seattle, will 
speak on “True Conservation,” a subject that he 
has studied much and upon which he has both 
written and spoken several times since the 
Pinchot-Ballinger feud brought the question out 
prominently. 

Col. William T. Perkins, of Nome, an enthusiastic 
Wickersham supporter during the last campaign, 
and for several years well known both in Seattle 
and Alaska, will respond to the toast, “The Alaska-
Seattle Bond.” 

“The Alaska Prospector” is a subject assigned to 
Blake D. Mills, first mayor of Fairbanks.  Mr. Mills, 
fist born in Port Blakeley, and before he chopped 
off the end of his first name was known as “Blakely 
Mills,” in honor of his birthplace.  Mr. Mills once 
operated one of the largest sawmills at Fairbanks, 
but has since returned to Seattle. 

John H. McGraw, who has spent several winters 
in Washington, D.C., in the interest of Western 
legislation, is to speak on “Alaska at the National 
Capital.” 

Arrangements for the banquet have been in the 
hands of the entertainment committee of the club, 

of which Maurice D. Leehey is chairman. 
-19th - 

I was given a royal reception last night in the great 
dining room of the Arctic Club. 
Judge Hanford, U.S. Dist. Judge, made the most 
interesting and patriotic speech in which he spoke 
strongly for the right of Alaskans to have an elected 
Territorial Legislature. 
The P-I had this account: 

Diary 16,  1909  
December 19 

19 
[clipping] 
SAYS ALASKA IS  
{18} IN DIRE STRAITS 

Between Conservation and 
Corporation, Asserts Dele- 

gate Wickersham 
PLEADS FOR HOME RULE 

Remarks are Seconded by Judge C. 
H. Hanford, of Federal Court, 

at Arctic Club 
“With conservation on one side and corporate 

greed on the other, Alaska is between the devil and 
the deep sea,” said Delegate James Wickersham 
at a banquet at the Arctic Club last night, at which 
sat a hundred Alaskans and citizens of Seattle.  
Mr. Wickersham made a plea for self-government 
for Alaska and stated that a persistent campaign of 
misinformation is waged to keep the president of 
this territory. 

Mr. Wickersham dwelt in his speech particularly 
upon the bond of interest between Seattle and 
Alaska.  Self-government of the territory, he 
declared, is a matter of dollars and cents to 
Seattle.  The great vital issue of Alaska, he stated, 
is to be determined in ninety days, referring to his 
bill for a territorial legislature.  “We want the people 
of Seattle to know that this is vital to Seattle as well 
as Alaska,” he said.  “We people in Alaska who 
want to construct good government there need 
help.  We are misunderstood by the president of 
the United States.  We want you to assist us in 
building up one of the greatest commonwealths on 
the Pacific coast.” 

President Misinformed 
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Mr. Wickersham quoted from President Taft’s 
speech on territorial government in Seattle to point 
out that the president is misinformed as to the 
needs of the territory.  In contradiction to the 
president’s statements, he asserted that one 
legislature can pass laws which will be applicable 
to the entire territory.  He quoted from messages of 
President Roosevelt and the platforms of the 
Republican and Democratic parties and the press 
of Alaska to show the demand for territorial 
government. 
Mr. Wickersham denied that Alaskans are a 
migratory lot and pointed to the increase in popu-
lation of the cities to prove that the territory is 
constantly growing and developing.  He pointed to 
the Tanana valley as a splendid agricultural section 
and asserted that in twenty-five gears it will be 
supplying Seattle with garden produce. 

Diary 16,  1909  
December 19 

19 
[clipping continued] 

“Within the next ninety days the die will be cast 
and it will be determined what form of government 
Alaska shall have,” said he.  “It is up to you people 
of Seattle largely to say what this form shall be.  
Whether it shall be government by the people or 
government by five carpet baggers from 
somewhere down in Oklahoma, lies in large part 
with the people of Seattle.  Fifty thousand men of 
that territory, who have turned more money into the 
treasury than any other fifty thousand men in the 
United States, want self government and will 
appreciate it.” 

Mr. Wickersham stated that there is not coal 
enough on the Pacific coast to coal the American 
fleet for ninety days, except in Alaska.  Despite 
this, he said, nobody can use this coal.  “The 
citizen of Alaska who has a right to it can’t get it,” 
said he.  “There is the conservationist on the one 
side and the corporation on the other.  All copper is 
in the hands of one corporation, all railroads, all the 
fish, and the corporation is now running a footrace 
with the prospector who has a coal mine so as to 
get that from him.”  Mr. Wickersham closed his 
remarks with a plea for his self government bill. 

He was followed by Judge C.H. Hanford, of the 
federal court. Judge Hanford spoke to “True 
Conservation.”  He included in his remarks a strong 
plea for self-government in Alaska. 

Following Judge Hanford the following speakers 
were introduced by Toastmaster John P. Harman: 
Col. W.D. Perkins, “The Seattle-Alaska Bond;” 
Blake D. Mills, “The Alaska Prospector;” Fred M. 
Brown, “The Needs of Alaska,” and John H. 
McGraw, “Alaska the National Capital.” 

 
In addition John Arthur Maurice D. Lechey & J.A. 
Haight also spoke – McGraw did not - it was a 
most enjoyable banquet - and one that gave me 
the liveliest satisfaction. 

Debbie & I are at Rainier-Grand - & will go to 
Buckley on next Thursday to have Christmas 

dinner with Mother. 
Diary 16,  1909  
December 19 

19 
[clipping] 
CHEERS GREET 

HANFORD AND  
WICKERSHAM 

Banquet to Northern Delegate 
Grows Enthusiastic Over 
Home Rule for Alaska and 
Utilitarian Conservation 

FEDERAL JUDGE UTTERS 
FORCEFUL EXPRESSIONS 

Ninety-Five Per Cent of Gold- 
en District’s Population of 
50,000 Said to Favor Terri- 
torial Form of Government. 

LOCAL self-government for Alaska and 
inauguration of a policy by the federal government 
in furtherance of t he rights of American citizens in 
the Northern territory instead of in contravention of 
those rights, which were guaranteed by the 
Declaration of Independence, were urged by the 
speakers at the banquet tendered Delegate James 
Wickersham at the Arctic Club last night, and 
cheered to the echo by more than 200 well-known 
Alaskans and Seattle business men, who had 
gathered in the banquet hall of the club to honor 
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the representative in Congress of the great gold-
bearing country of the North. 
In a speech marked by characteristic vigor and 
eloquence, Delegate Wickersham voiced the 
claims of Alaskans for a territorial Legislature, and 
he was repeatedly cheered, but the climax came 
when Federal Judge C.H. Hanford, at the 
conclusion of his speech on “True Conservation,” 
left the text of his remarks and, with raised voice 
and uplifted hand, delivered a striking peroration, in 
which he said: 

Diary 16,  1909  
December 19 

19 
[clipping continued] 

“This badge you see on my coat is the badge of 
the Sons of the American Revolution.  I wear it 
tonight as a sign of my protest against disregard of 
the Declaration of Independence as evidenced by 
the despotism of certain people connected with the 
government of the United States sought to be 
exercised over American citizens in Alaska and in 
contravention of the rights of those who brave the 
dangers and the hardships of the North to open up  
and develop that vast region!” 

As Judge Hanford uttered these words the 
assemblage broke into enthusiastic cheers, and 
the applause, led by Delegate Wickersham, 
continued for several minutes. 

John P. Hartman presided as toastmaster and 
when the guests had disposed of an elaborate 
menu he introduced Delegate Wickersham, who 
quickly struck the keynote of his speech in 
advocating immediate action by the people of 
Seattle in aid of his pending bill establishing a 
territorial Legislature for Alaska, consisting  of eight 
senators and sixteen members of the House of 
Representatives. 

“A systematic campaign of misinformation has 
been conducted by people who would have Alaska 
controlled by one or two great corporations.” Said 
Judge Wickersham.  “President Taft has been 
misinformed as to the character of our population.  
The President does not understand us.  We from 
Alaska want your help so that he may come to 
know the truth. 

“We need a local territorial Legislature in Alaska.  
We demand constructive legislation, and Seattle, 
which was built and made great by Alaska, should 
help us get it.  Ninety-five per cent of the 50,000 
American miners in Alaska demand local self 
government, and they are looking to you men of 
Seattle to help them get it. 

“Alaska is a country of vast resources.  In the 
Tanana Valley there is an enormously rich 
agricultural country which twenty-five years from 
now will be feeding you people of Seattle.  
Alaskans do not want a bureaucratic form of 
government; they will not stand for a Spanish 
commission of carpet baggers such as is 
proposed. 

“Alaska has enormous coal fields.  There is not 
enough coal on the Pacific Coast outside of Alaska 
to last your American fleet more than ninety days in 
case of war.  So what is the use of building up a 
great city like Seattle for the Japs to destroy if you 
make it impossible for us to mine coal in Alaska to 
furnish your ships of war? 

“Our coal fields are greater and larger in extent 
and richness than those of Pennsylvania, Ohio and 
several other states combined, yet we are between 
the devil and the deep sea, with conservation on 
the other.  The corporations are trying to get the 
upper hand and every time a miner uncovers a 
vein of coal the corporations run him a hot foot 
race for ownership of his find. 

“These corporations want to name and control 
the proposed commission to govern Alaska.  They 
told me in Washington about the vice of Alaskan 
cities, yet I want to say that during inauguration 
week at the national capital I saw on Pennsylvania 
Avenue, between the White House and the capital 
more vice than you will find in Alaska in a whole 
year! 
“It is time for every one of you to write to your 
senators and representatives at Washington to 
vote for my bill for the establishment of a territorial 
legislature in Alaska.  This is Seattle’s opportunity.  
It is money in your banks and in your stores and 
trade for your ships and your wharves.” 
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Diary 16,  1909  
December 19 

19 
[clipping continued] 

Toastmaster Hartman introduced Judge Hanford 
as “the first citizen of Washington.” Judge Hanford 
said in part: 

“Conservation has attracted considerable 
attention from certain narrow minded people who 
are seeking to make it a lever to exert a power 
detrimental to the interests of the West and 
especially of Alaska.  We have to deal with a class 
of faddists like that which, on board of an excursion 
boat last summer, passed resolutions advocating 
the withholding  of Alaska from settlement so that a 
few people could come out here every year in 
Pullman cars and take a steamer trip to Alaska and 
enjoy the beauties of her snow-capped mountain 
ranges, her glaciers and inland seas. 

“They call that sort of thing conservation, but in 
reality it is restriction of use, which is equivalent to 
waste.” 

Judge Hanford denounced any form of 
government under which the agents of federal 
departments would make the settler and the 
prospector pay for every stick of timber cut for his 
own use from the public domain.  These 
conditions, he said, should be vigorously opposed 
by every true American citizen.  He said that the 
coal stored for centuries in Alaska should, by wise 
laws, be made of use to the people of this and 
succeeding generations, and that Alaska may be 
made a habitable country for American citizens.  
These coal fields, the speaker said, should not be 
by departmental action kept for the use and benefit 
of an indefinite posterity.  He asserted that only by 
individual enterprise can the resources of Alaska 
and the West be developed. 

“True conservation is the making of the best use 
of what we have rather than leaving our resources 
untouched,” said he. 
W.D. Perkins responded to the toast, “The Seattle-
Alaska Bond,” and the other speakers were B.D. 
Mills and Fred M. Brown. 

-20th - 
Debbie & I went over to Tacoma today visiting - 

Called & Uncle Tom & Aunt Kate - the Roedigers, 
Mrs. Cushman, the Olds, etc. 
Bot Debbie a nice silver chain purse -- a beautiful 
day. 
Congress doing but little - the President preparing 
a blow at Alaska. 

Diary 16,  1909  
December 21 

-21st- 
Receiving callers - in the afternoon Dick Kirneau?? 
took us out automobiling - all over the new city 
drive & we saw the real greatness & size of Seattle.  
In the evening we took dinner with Mr. & Mrs. 
Parsons of Fairbanks who have come here to live - 
He is with the Wash. Trust Co. Bank - V.P. and has 
urged me repeatedly to try again to come to Seattle 
and go to work at my law business.  We have 
talked it over many times & he promises me 
business if I will come.  At dinner Parsons, Mr. 
Dehran, President of W. Trust Co., Debbie and I, 
Webster and wife.  Parsons have bot a beautiful 
new home etc. 

Diary 16,  1909  
December 22-24 

-22nd - 
Had dinner tonight at John P. Hartmans 

-23rd -24th - 
Debbie & I went to Buckley to have Christmas 
dinner with Mother - found her well and hearty - 72 
years old but she works around the house & really 
is younger than some of her children.  Uncle Bob is 
still the Tennessee rifleman & is just now deeply 
interested in trying to secure a hunting trophy by 
killing more varmints - wild cats, cougars etc. than 
anyone else in Pierce Co-  Buckley is looking good 
& the whole county is slowly developing.  Harry 
looks well - Nan do. 

Diary 16,  1909  
December 25-26 

-25th - 
Had a fine Christmas dinner with our family all 
present - Mother, I, Debbie, Nan, Harry, May, 
Lucille, Uncle Clay, Jennie & her husband Charles 
Harrison & her babies, Glen, Harold & Alice. 
Gave Aunt Marian, Maud & Nellie present - money. 
Went up to Enumclaw with Charlie & Jennie in the 
automobile this evening. 

-26th – 
This morning we went out on Hanson’s logging 
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team 
Ry. into the great fir forests - to the saw mills etc. 
with his brothers sons, Axel & Frank - also his 
married 
sisters, Mrs. Dr.   [?]    & Audison. A grand trip & 
greatly enjoyed. 

Diary 16,  1909  
December 27 

-27th - 
We came back to Seattle last night & are getting 
ready to go to Washington, D.C. tonight.  Called & 
had a long talk with Judge Hanford - Siwash opera 
& Alaska matters discussed - & then on Judge 
Burke, who talked very freely & most friendly with 
me about coal & territorial legislature in Alaska.  
Hanford is strongly against Pinchot & Conservation 
-while Burke is inclined strongly the other way, but 
both favor a territorial legislation for Alaska & 
oppose President Taft’s view on that matter. 
We left Seattle at 7:10 in the evening, over the N. 
Pac. Ry. for Washington. 

Diary 16,  1909-  
December 28 – 
January 1, 1910 

-28th - 
Spokane this morning & Missoula, Mont. This 
evening. 

-29 - 
Along the Yellowstone – in the Badlands – Mandan 
nothing. 

-30th - 
Arrived St. Paul, 2 hours behind.  Switchman's 
strike 
in yards 3 hours - left in afternoon - down Miss. 
river 
Lake Pepin etc. 

31st 
St. Paul to Chicago last night – on to Washington – 
Chicago to Pittsburg. 

-Jany 1st 1910 
Arrived in Washington this morning 9 a.m. went to 
Raleigh Hotel. 

Diary 16,  1910 
January 2 

-Sunday 2nd - 
The “Post” reporter called me up last night & the 
following is the result: 

“A Territorial legislature would do more for the 
development of Alaska's resources than anything 
else,” said Judge James Wickersham, delegate in 

the House from Alaska, at the Raleigh.  Judge 
Wickersham has just arrived in Washington for the 
season. 

“There is no reason why Alaska should not have 
a legislature,” continued Judge Wickersham, 
“President Taft does not understand the conditions 
out there, or he would not oppose a legislature.  
We need such a body to make our laws, because 
we need laws made by men who, know the 
country.  That is the only way we can meet local 
conditions and bring about the development of the 
country.  How can men 3,000 or 4,000 miles away 
who know nothing of a country, legislate for that 
country? Alaska is one of the richest sections of 
America, and as it is developed it will prove more 
and more profitable to the United States, but the 
only way to bring abut its rapid development is to 
give the Territory a legislature that shall have 
powers to pass laws to meet local conditions.  
That's what we want and what we shall try to 
procure. 

“If Alaska deserves a local legislature, it should 
have the authority to vote for the men to comprise 
such a body.  The plan advocated by President 
Taft would make the legislative council appointive 
and its members would be removable by him.  I 
have no doubt that the President is desirous of 
responding to the wishes of the Alaskans to have a 
body with authority to make laws that will meet 
conditions they believe should be corrected.  For 
all practical purposes the present four judicial 
divisions could be considered so many counties.  It 
is not essential that the Territory should have 
county organizations. 

“Alaska will produce about the same amount of 
gold this year that it did last.” Added Judge 
Wickersham, “which is to say that the output will 
approximate $20,000,000.  Instead of decreasing 
in the future the gold production of Alaska will be 
increased.  I am sure that Alaska is one of the 
richest, if not the richest, sections of the country on 
the globe.” 
 
The calm and gentle tone of the interview was 
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induced by my desire not to appear “sassy.” 
Diary 16,  1910  
January 3 

-3rd - 
This was a busy day.  Called on Senator Jones & 
talked long and intimately - he will assist me on 
some things - but he is as careful as old Senator 
Allison. Went to see the Census director – Durand 
- and protested against Alaska Census - went to 
see him at Jones’ request -he is trying to smooth it 
over - but as yet nothing is done. Jones also urged 
that I go and see Sec. Ballinger – and I am to go 
tonight at 9.  Also made date with Jones & 
President tomorrow – to suggest that Interstate 
Com Law be extended to Alaska - We moved to 
the New Varnum Hotel today. 

Diary 16,  1910  
January 4 

-4th - 
Called at Sec. Ballinger’s last evening.  “Senator” 
Gassoway Davis of W.Va. & Dr. Richardson the 
Presidents physician present and I met them.  After 
they left & with the Sec. & Mrs. Ballinger present I 
talked with the Sec. for some time about the bad 
situation in the Juneau Land Office & told him 
about the search warrant “grab” made by Special 
Agent West and U.S. Marshal Dan Sutherland on 
Dec. 7. last.  Ballinger had not heard of it, and I am 
to go and see him today and take the newspaper 
clippings for his information.  While I was there he 
call up Mr. 

Diary 16,  1910 
January 4 

-4- 
Dehwarty of the U.S. Land Office who told him that 
the West report was on its way & would reach him 
in a day or two! 
In view of the fact that a great row is now pending 
between Ballinger and the Chief Forester Gifford 
Pinchot in relation to Coal Frauds in the Juneau 
district, it seems inexcusable to me that Ballinger 
was not informed long ago – I think this Juneau 
muddle will hurt him in the Investigation which is to 
be set on foot tomorrow by a Joint Resolution to 
appoint a Joint Committee on Investigation of their 
differences & the charges of fraud, etc, bandied 
between Ballinger & Pinchot. 

Diary 16,  1910 
January 4 

-4- 
I went to see the President this forenoon with 

Senator Jones - We asked him to include in his 
special message which he will sent to Congress 
tomorrow a clause asking that the Interstate 
Commerce laws for the government of Railroads 
be specifically extended to Alaska.  Since grave 
question is now being made against the extension 
by the White Pass & the Guggenheim or Copper 
River Road.  The President seemed interested & 
asked me to send him the briefs in the pending 
case of Humboldt Steamship Co v White Pass etc 
which I have done with a letter of further 
explanation. 

I have also just written a  
Diary 16,  1910 
January 4 

-4- 
letter to the Chairman of the interstate Commerce 
Commission asking that I may file a brief as amicus 
curae in the Humboldt Case in favor of sustaining 
their jurisdiction. 

Hon Thomas Summons, my old time Tacoma 
friend is here & went in to see the President with 
Senator Jones & me.  He is now Counsel General 
at Yokohama – I think – or in China. 
 
[clipping] 

Want Alaska Included. 
Senator Jones of Washington and Delegate James 
Wickersham of Alaska asked the President today 
to recommend that Congress definitely apply the 
provisions of the existing interstate commerce acts 
and future amendments to Alaska.  They stated 
that there is now a case pending before the 
interstate commerce commission, in which the 
application of existing laws to Alaska is disputed on 
the ground that Alaska is not a territory of the 
United States.  The President will probably embody 
the request in his message. 
 
Went over & called on Sec. Ballinger & took him 
clippings from Juneau Record, criticizing and 
damning him - & also McHarg - He  

Diary 16,  1910 
January 4 

-4- 
seemed greatly disturbed about the matter when I 
told him that the “Record” was owned, controlled 
and its policy guided by Hoggatt, Shackleford & the 
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Treadwell Co.  He also said he would call the 
matter to the attention of P.M. Genl Hitchcock!! 

I wrote letter today to Interstate Commerce Com. 
asking for leave to file a brief amicus curea in the 
pending case of Str. Humboldt v White Pass & the 
Copper River Ry Co.  Com. Knapp returned word 
by Goss that he wished me to do it but to file the 
same by the 20th . 
Calling on Senators & Members of Congress in re. 
Alaskan legislation. 

Diary 16,  1910  
January 5-6 

-5- 
Joint Res. introduced in Senate & House today for 
investigation of Ballinger & Pinchot. 

-6th- 
Had a long conference with Major Richardson 
today at my office on the subject of an Alaskan 
Railroad Commission - 
I see no other way to get Railroads into Alaska 
except through government aid & the Taft 
Administration is strong on Commissions & Runaus 
– so if we want Railroads – and we do – we must 
support a Commission for that purpose.  I am 
naturally strongly opposed to that form of 
government – but this is about the least of that evil. 

Diary 16,  1910 
January 7-8 

-7th - 
My efforts to convince Secretary Ballinger that the 
“Record” attacks on him were encouraged and 
even procured by Shackleford et. al. have borne 
some small fruit.  Dudley, Register of Juneau land 
office was removed two days ago and yesterday 
the Sec. wrote me a letter officially informing me of 
the removal and adding “I would be pleased to 
receive your recommendation for a suitable person 
as a permanent appointee to this position.” 

-8- 
Nothing much doing - have telegram from 
Valentine recommending H. R. Shepherd for 
Register at Juneau in Dudley's place. 

Diary 16,  1910 
January 9 

-9th - 
Joslin over & we talked about a bill for government 
to R.R. in Alaska.  Richardson has been urging me 
to push his bill which creates a Ry. Com. of which 
he expects to be chairman, and I intend to do it, but 

some of the provisions in Richardsons bull are bad 
and must go out.  

Went out automobiling today with Joslin & he 
took dinner with us at the New Varnum.  Beautiful 
day. 
I am working hard to get a brief ready in the case 
of R.R. rates in Alaska when the question is: Is 
Alaska a District or a Territory. 

Diary 16,  1910 
January 10-11 

-10th - 
Made my maiden speech in the House today in the 
matter of appropriation for Military Roads from 
Valdes to Fairbanks - It was short & not creditable. 

-11th - 
Attended my first meeting of the Military Committee 
today. A good table - a good chair and a company 
of genial & pleasant gentlemen.  Busy in preparing 
my brief in the Interstate Commerce case which I 
hope to have finished tomorrow. 

Had a long talk today with Chairman Hamilton, 
House Com. on Territories about Alaska & my 

legislative bill. 
Diary 16,  1910 
January 13-14 

-13th - 
Debbie went up to New York today to spend a 
week. 

Com. on Territories in the House passed up the 
bill for Statehood for New Mexico & Arizona.  
- I voted for each. 
The Ballinger-Pinchot row in Congress is bitter & 
promises to hurt the Administration. 
I find the Administration leaders against me in my 
efforts to get a bill for a Territorial Legislature, but 
Intend to fight to the end of the controversy - they 
will realize that we've had a fight at least. 

-14th - 
Have finished my brief in the Interstate Commerce 
Commission case - Humboldt Steamship Co vs.  

Diary 16,  1909  
January 14 

14 
White Pass - Guggenheim Co & will file it today.  
Am working hard to get my work caught up so that 
I can get my bills “grinding" before the committees. 
 
Have been attempting to see the President about 
Alaska bill for legislature but Carpenter, Private 
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Sec. telephoned this evening that the President 
said it would do no good as he was against my bill 
for local elective Legislature. Senator Beveridge is 
preparing the Administration bill. 

Saw Sec. of War this afternoon & he promised 
me copy of all papers in the telegraph complaint 
against me. 

Diary 16,  1909  
January 15 

-15- 
Writing letters & trying to catch up with my office 
correspondence. 

Am on a special Com. No 4 of Mil. Affairs –
Prince, Chairman & Genl. Gordon & I constitute the 
sub Com. and we had long meeting today.  I am 
pleased with my Committee assignments. 
My friend Tony Goessman of Cleary Creek in town 
today. Have a long letter from a fool Swede official 
somewhere in Sweden asking me to give some 
information about “Teddy Bloom” whom he says is 
under suspicion there of having killed Gus. Conradt 
at Fairbanks and bobbing him of $20,000!. I wrote 
him that Teddy was all right - but ought to be put in 
jail for spending good Alaska money to go back to 
Sweden with.  

Diary 16,  1909  
January 

-January 16th 1910- 
I have been very much discouraged about the fight 
to get an elective Legislature for Alaska - the 
President is strongly in favor of a Commission of 
Five Legislature – a regular Guggenheim Morgan 
carpet bag scheme and the Guggenheim-
Treadwell Federation outfit in Alaska are backing 
the scheme. 
In consequence of the President’s pronounced 
view in his message to Congress & in his western 
speeches the Republicans in the Senate and 
House are inclined to weakly yield, and worse, to 
deny me the right to be heard.   
In short the “Regular Republican Organization” is 
inclined to use its power against both me and my 
bill – to damn 

Diary 16,  1909  
January 16 

-16- 
both of us without a hearing.  The refusal of the 
President on Friday to permit me to talk to him 
about it, and the determination of Senator 

Beveridge.  Chairman of the Senate Com. on 
Territories to introduce the Presidents bill there and 
the intention of Hamilton Chairman of Com. on Ter. 
to introduce it in the House. 

Today, However, a ray of hope comes from a 
visit which I received from Mr. Ben B. Hampton, the 
owner and proprietor of “Hamptons Magazine.”  
This is one of the great magazines of New York - a 
muck raker of the most virulent type - a fighter of 
Apacheland, and one which can reach millions of  

Diary 16,  1909  
January 16 

-16- 
readers.  Mr. Eugene P. Lyle, Jr. of the regular staff 
of the magazine called one day this last week and 
after a short talk asked if I would see and talk to 
Mr. Hampton and upon my affirmative answer 
made an arrangement for us to meet today.  They 
came together and we spent two hours going over 
the facts and discussing the situation.  I gave them 
facts and exhibited evidence in my possession and 
told them how more could be obtained - and, in 
short, an arrangement was entered into that Mr. 
Lyle, for Hampton, is to begin the story at once and 
Hampton’s magazine will immediately enter upon a 
campaign of indictment arraignment and trial of the 
Administration's scheme of a Guggenheim 
Commission  

Diary 16,  1910 
January 16 

16 
government for Alaska.  I see no other way to fight 
it, and they are anxious and willing to take up the 
fight, and I expressed a perfect willingness to 
assist them.  So the Battle for a government by the 
People in Alaska is on and I may no longer hope 
for anything from the Administration but war -but 
thank God I will now be able to reach an audience - 
the public, and the Echo will get into Congress 
even if my voice cannot. 
For myself I shall be as discreet as I can - smile & 
be a still villain until the Administration shall find out 
that I am furnishing the facts - evidence - and the 
I'll fight openly.  We begin the War tomorrow - & I 
am delighted. 

Diary 16,  1910 
January 16 

16 
I do not anticipate an easy victory - may be not a 
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victory at all - but as to that one takes the chances 
in war, and I can no longer refuse the risk - and will 
go armed with the spear and javelin for whatever 
enemy appears. 

The “insurgents” in Congress have just 
succeeded into allowing the Democratic minority 
and the “Insurgent” minority to name three of the 
House Com. of Six in the proposed Investigation of 
the Ballinger - Pinchot quarrel about frauds etc and 
I intend to 'butt into’ that also so far as Alaska is 
concerned. 

And the war is on. 
Diary 16,  1910 
January 17 

-17th - 
Met Gov. McGraw this afternoon in front of the 
main door of the House of Rep. - in the 
conversation he told me he had talked with the 
President and had advised him that a Commission 
Legislative form of governing Alaska was the 
correct and proper form.  I suggested to him that 
he ought to be ashamed that an Irishman ought to 
be ashamed to advise against Home Rule etc. 

He is here lobbying for the Guggenheim - Coal - 
& Commission Bill, and so also is his old time 
enemy, Ex. Senator Turner. - the latter is also 
lobbying for the R.R. bill with its coal steal 
attachment. 

Diary 16,  1910 
January 19 

-19th - 
Went over to see Senator Nelson & incidentally 
learned that the Beveridge Bill for Commission 
Legislature in Alaska had been offered in the 
Senate & was being considered before Beveridges 
Com. on Territories.  I went immediately go his 
Com. Room & asked to be heard.  He insisted that 
if I was to talk at all, which he did not want, I must 
do it at once & would only give me time to go to my 
office & get my papers which I did instantly.  We 
had two & a half hours of a “scrap” when I came 
back - Beveridge crying out that his was the 
“Administration Bill” and he insisted upon this 
character as if it gave sanctity to the bill.  For two 
hours & a half I read & criticized  

Diary 16,  1910 
January 19 

19 
the bill & called it a “Guggenheim” etc. effort to 

control the great resources of Alaska.  Upon read-
ing it and learning something of its contents I saw 
that it was one part a Commission Legislative 
scheme and nine parts an effort to foist Major 
Richardson’s Road Com. upon Alaska as a 
permanent part of the Legislative plan.  The Bill 
provided for the appointment of a Legislative 
Commission of 9 - & especially provided that Army 
officers might be appointed members - & made the 
Road Com. a part etc. I denounced Richardson 
hotly as a Guggenheim Lobbyist - and fought as 
hard as I could for further time and a further 
hearing.  Beveridge opposed that, but the Com. 
finally decided to hear me more fully tomorrow 
morning at 10 oclock. 

Diary 16,  1910 
January 20 

-20th - 
Last night I called up Senator Owen of Oklahoma 
and asked him to be present this morning at 10 
oclock at the renewed hearing of Beveridge’s 
Commission Bill & not only he but the full 
committee was present. 
The proceedings today lasted until 3 oclock - and 
as I left the Com. Room, Major Richardson came 
there.  We met in the hall & he was so mad that he 
fairly shook his ponderous frame with rage as he 
expressed his astonishment that I should charge 
him with lobbying, etc. 
This days proceedings are taken by a 
stenographer and are to be printed. But the row is 
now on & the bill will be amended anyway. 

Diary 16,  1910 
January 21 

-21st - 
Had a talk with Congressman Hamilton, Chairman 
H.R. Com on Ter., who told me that a week or ten 
days ago he had been interviewed at the White 
House by the President & referred to the Bureau of 
Insular Affairs for a copy of a bill for the 
organization of a Military Legislative plan of 
government for Alaska.  Richardson was called in 
and they finally gave Hamilton a block of what they 
wanted - He took it to his Com room – examined it 
- made corrections & returned it with the request 
that they consider his objections & prepare a better 
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Bill -Beveridge then introduced the same Bill but 
without amendments. 

Diary 16,  1910 
January 21 

-21- 
Hamilton “roasts” Beveridge severely.  There is 
bad blood between them, but Hamilton feels bound 
to stand by the President since he was personally 
requested to do so.  However he will give me 
notice & a hearing always and a chance to make a 
fight and to present my views. 

I am now preparing a protest directed to the 
Secretary of War, against Major Richardson being 
allowed to lobby & to arrange for his continue. 

Attended a meeting of the Republican National 
Congressional Committee of which I am a member, 

tonight, in the New Willard Hotel.  First we had a 
banquet - a full dress affair – about 45 members 

present. 
Diary 16,  1910  
January 21 

21 
After the banquet and over cigars an organization 
was perfected & then the fun began.  Foster of 
Vermont called on to say what New England would 
want in the organization of the next (62nd) 
Congress, and he boldly said the “elimination of 
Cannon”. Crumpacker of Indiana and Hamilton of 
Michigan, a member from Iowa and Hinshaw from 
Nebraska spoke along the same lines.  About this 
time from a side door, in walked Speaker Cannon 
and quietly took a seat at the table.  The Vice 
President came in, and soon Mr. Cannon was 
called upon to speak, which he did very much after 
the manner of a highly running buzz saw through a 
thin board.  He pointed his fingers at the “bad 

Diary 16,  1910  
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21 
boys,” called them by name and scolded them 
unmercifully.  He threatened and explained and 
denounced – but with vehemence and courage 
which is remarkable in a man who was born in 
1836.  The Vice President made a speech rather of 
conciliation, but did say that even President Taft 
would withdraw and not be a candidate for a 
second term of thereby dangers of Democratic 
victory were escaped - & he also said that Mr. 
Cannon would do likewise & Mr. Cannon said that 

at this time it would be a concession that his party 
was wrong in the Tariff bill and in its great 
legislation if he were to withdraw or make such an 
announcement and that he would not do it.  
Altogether it was an evening of weakness for 
Speaker Cannon – but he is a man of courage. 

Diary 16,  1910 
January 22-23 

-22nd - 
Beveridge Senate Com. at work on Alaska bill - 
with Hoggatt as witness - they are trying to patch 
up my strong attack by securing data & evidence to 
support them. 

-23rd - 
Have finished my protest to the Secretary of War 
against W.P. Richardson being permitted to remain 
here and lobby for the Big Interests: as follows. 
(copied on pages following) 

Diary 16,  1910  
January 23 

-23rd- 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Washington 
      
 January 20, 1910. 
Honorable J.M. Dickinson, 
 Secretary of War, 
  Washington, D.C. 
Sir: 
 On March 20 last the President approved 
an order issued by the Secretary of the Interior 
that: 
 “”Under the administration of Secretary 
Ballinger of the affairs relating to Territories the 
Territorial officers will be expected to devote their 
time exclusively to the duties of their respective 
offices, and leaves of absence to enable such 
officers to visit Washington will not be approved by 
the Secretary except in cases of emergency, the 
reasons for which must be satisfactory to the 
department.” 

Diary 16,  1910  
January 23 

23 
Much irritation had formerly arisen between the 
Delegate and the Governor of Alaska, who was 
then in Washington, where he had spent his 
previous winters, interfering with legislation which 
the Delegate was endeavoring to secure for the 
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Territory.  The Governor was sent home and it was 
promised that no more interference of that kind 
would be allowed. 
 Now, however, the order of the President 
is violated in a highly more harmful degree by 
another Territorial officer from Alaska, but one 
connected with the War Department.  Major W.P. 
Richardson is the Chairman of the Alaska Road 
Commission, especially assigned from the regular 
army for that work.  He has spent his winters for 
some years in Washington, without occasioning 
remark, gently lobbying for his special work in 
Alaska, but this winter he has guaranteed to 
himself the duty of controlling general legislation for 
Alaska in a way which I decidedly resent. 

Diary 16,  1910  
January 23 

23 
Herewith I hand you a letterpress copy (letterpress 
pages 985-997) of a bill for the creation of the 
“Alaska Railway Commission,” which Major 
Richardson gave me some ten days ago.  He know 
that I favored some form of government aid for 
railroads in Alaska.  I did not examine it for some 
days but when I did I was astonished to find in it a 
scheme to perpetuate Major Richardson and his 
Alaska Road Commission.  But my surprise was 
even greater when I found in it a clause in section 
20, (letterpress page 996) providing: 
 “* * * further, That any corporation having a 
contract to construct a  line of railway under the 
provisions of this act, to or through any  coal field, 
may select and (purchase) lease from the 
government at the  rate of $10 per acre five 
thousand acres of any coal lands in said 
 fields that are not already legally held by 
bona-fide locators; the  product thereof to be used 
in operating its railway and for sale to the 
 public, * * *.” 
  

 In view of the fact that there might be as 
many contracts let as the Commission might 

approve, and that 
Diary 16,  1910 
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23 
the valuable Cunningham and other groups of coal 

lands might be abandoned as illegal and taken 
under this bill by the Guggenheim and other roads, 
it seemed to me to open the door to despoiling the 
government and enriching the Guggenheims and 
their allies.  Major Richardson desired me to 
introduce this bill and gave it to me for that 
purpose, informing me that he was permitted to 
remain in Washington by the President for such 
purpose. 
 I would not have protested against even 
this extraordinary effort of Major Richardson but for 
his subsequent action in collaborating in, and 
lobbying for, the Beveridge bill for the creation of a 
Military Legislature in Alaska.  This proposed 
legislation is so outrageous in its un-American 
principles and so opposed to the best interests of 
the people of Alaska and to their express wishes, 
that my sense of duty to them will no longer permit 
me to remain silent. 
 I hand you herewith a copy of the bill 
(S.5436) introduced by Senator Beveridge on 
January 1, instant.  Prior to its introduction Major 
Richardson informed me that he was being 
consulted in its preparation and that his action in 
that respect was approved by the President.  I was 
not in consulted in 
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23 
its preparation, though Major Richardson was, and 
this latter fact is apparent in its contents.  The ill 
provides for the appointment of a legislative 
commission of nine with unlimited power of 
legislation over the lives, liberties and property of 
the people of Alaska.  It provides for the 
appointment of an Attorney General, a 
Commissioner of the Interior, a Commissioner of 
Education and Health and a Commissioner of 
Mines, who, together with the Governor and four 
other persons, all to be appointed by the President, 
shall constitute the Legislative Council of Alaska.  
The proviso in section 16 of the bill provides: 
  “That one or more of the officers 
created by this act may be filled by officers of the 
United States Army.  The official salary of any 
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officer on the active list of the Unites States Army 
so serving shall be deducted from the amount of 
salary or compensation provided by this Act: 
Provided, further, That in the event of any officer of 
the Army being so appointed Commissioner of the 
Interior he shall constitute one member and be 
chairman of the board of road commissioners.” 

Diary 16,  1910 
January 23 

23 
 If these two bills should become the law it 
would probably permit the three officers of the 
United States Army now constituting the Alaska 
Road Commission to become members of the 
Legislative Council of Alaska; it would result in 
Major Richardson becoming the Commissioner of 
the Interior, a member of the Legislative Council, a 
member of the Alaska Railway Commission, and 
continue him indefinitely as the chairman of the 
Alaska Road Commission.  It would put practically 
all the power into his hands; he would become the 
dominant governing force and the dispenser of 
“franchises, privileges and concessions” of the 
public resources of Alaska authorized in section 10 
of the Beveridge bill. As Major in the United States 
Army Major Richardson receives no more than 
$4,000 per annum; under section 16 of the bill, as 
Commissioner of the Interior he would receive 
$7,500, an increase of $3,500, together with his 
“actual traveling and subsistence expenses.” 
 Aside from his personal interests under 
these two bills Major Richardson would be in a 
position to aid the Guggenheims and other big 
interests in Alaska.  Guided by his action in 
standing sponsor for the Alaska Railway 
Commission bill, with its outrageous concessions in 
the matter of acquiring the coals lands of Alaska, I 
am not prepared to admit that he would 

Diary 16,  1910 
January 23 

23 
said before the Committee of the Senate about his 
connection with these bills and said that only his 
position as a major in the Army and my position as 
a Delegate in Congress protected me.  I shall 
perform my duty as Delegate from Alaska without 
fear of assault from Major Richardson but most 

earnestly protest against being threatened in the 
Capitol by an officer of the Army for daring to 
perform such duty.  It is bad enough to have him 
lobbying around the corridors in an effort to impose 
himself as a part of a Military Legislature upon a 
helpless and law-abiding American community in 
time of peace—to increase his own salary and 
evade his duties in the army, without having him 
threatening the representatives of those people for 
performing his congressional duties, and I protest 
against his violence and insolence. 
 I respectfully request that the order of the 
President of March last be enforced against Major 
Richardson; that he be ordered to return to Alaska 
to devote his time to his duties as chairman of the 
Alaska Road commission, or that he be ordered to 
return to his military duties in the United States 
Army.  And I protest against his being permitted to 
remain in Washington as a lobbyist in favor of 
legislation which the Delegate in Congress from 
Alaska is opposing as inimical to the interests of 
the people of that Territory. 
 
Respectfully 
James Wickersham 
 Delegate from Alaska. 

Diary 16,  1910 
January 24 

-24th - 
Senator Frazier sent for me yesterday & I saw him 
this morning.  He wants to fight the Beveridge Bill & 
asked me to give him evidence of the fact that 
Alaskans are sufficient in number and etc. 
The bill was reported to the Senate today - under 
“whip and spur” - and made “unfinished business” 
which leaves it up for action every moment.  
Senators Frazier, Borah and Clark took enough 
interest to ascertain that nothing would be done 
immediately – and it looks as if there would be 
opposition. 

X                                       X 
Diary 16,  1910 
January 25 

-25th - 
Senator Frazier told me he would offer portions of 
my bill for the election of an Alaskan Legislative 
etc. in place of portions of the Beveridge Bill & thus 
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force the Republicans to vote against a 
representative form of government - and I am now 
trying to persuade the Republicans that that is such 
bad politics that it may even be used in National 
politics to defeat Senators & even the party etc. 

Ex Marshal Shoup came to see me & I 
persuaded him to go and see Senator Perkins of 
California who is sick at his hotel and try to impress 
upon him that now is the chance to round out his.  

Diary 16,  1910 
January 25 

25 
long life as a West Coast Senator by giving a 

representative form of government to Alaska - to 
try & persuade him to come to the Senate and 
push through the bill which I drew - a copy of which 
Senator Perkins introduced in the Senate.  There is 
just a chance that he might succeed - Senator 
Borah has asked Shoup to prepare a statement for 
him showing why Alaska should be given an 
elective Legislature,- Shoup gave me a copy of his 
statement and it is well done - Really today I have 
some hope that we may even get my bill - or the 
substance of it - through the Senate. 
Mr. H.J. Douglas of New York  

Diary 16,  1910 
January 25 

25 
came over today & we have had many 
conversations about his evidence of corruption, 
jury fixing etc. in the Hasey case - by the 
Guggenheims at Cordova.  He exhibited the 
original letter to Jarvis and the original Morrisey 
account with Bogles approval on it - the letter 
Jarvis signed by John A. Carson - & promised to 
go over to New York & have them photographed & 
send me a half dozen copies & also to write me 
fully about how they fixed Harrison B. Martin, U.S. 
Dept. Dist. Atty at the time of the effort of the grand 
jury to indict for the election frauds at Cordova. 

Diary 16,  1910 
January 25-26 

25 
Called on Senator Cummins of Iowa - he seemed 
to think Beveridge honest enough - but not the 
President.  He promised to prevent the passage of 
the Bev. Bill till he could see me on Thursday 
afternoon. 

Ex Marshal, James M Shoup, of Juneau, gave 

me a strong statement in favor of my Ter. Legis. 
Bill and against the Beveridge Bill & told me he had 
delivered copy to Senator Borah & read same to 
Senator Dolliver. 

Jany 26. 
The Joint Com. Investigation Ballinger-Pinchot 
controversy meets at 2 o'clock to begin work.  I 
intend to be present.  The Washington Post had a 
great big story this morning embracing my protest 
against Major Richardson - it is a good thing - 
Publicity. 

Diary 16,  1910 
January 26 

26 
[clipping] 
{Washington Post, Jan. 26,1910.} 
 

AFTER ALASKA COAL 
Capitalist Wants Government 

To Share in Big Deal. 
OFFERS A LARGE ROYALTY 

Willing to Pay 50 Cents a Ton for  
Lease of 5,000 Acres. 

 
John E. Ballaine, Largest Property Own 

er in Alaska and Former Washington  
Newspaper Man, Shows Nation Way  
of Making $50,000,000 on One Parcel of  
Land - Charges Lobby Here of Work- 
ing in Interest of Canadians. 

 
A new and somewhat sensational factor 

appeared suddenly yesterday to add intensity to 
the already sufficiently excited situation over the 
Alaska coal lands, on the eve of the beginning of 
the Ballinger-Pinchot investigation, which largely 
concerns that question. 

John E. Ballaine, of Seattle, said to be the largest 
individual property owner in Alaska, made a 
proposition in writing to the Senate committee on 
Territories, of which Senator Beveridge, of Indiana, 
is chairman, offering to the government a royalty of 
50 cents a ton of coal mined, for the lease of 5,000 
acres of some of the choicest coal lands in Alaska, 
in the Katalla and Matanuska districts.  Such a 
tonnage royalty would net to the government, Mr. 
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Ballaine states, as high as $2,000,000 per 100 
acres. 
This proposal contemplates a radical departure 
from past practices in the government’s disposal of 
the Alaska coal lands, and it comes avowedly to do 
battle with another proposition, embodied in a bill 
which has been prepared, but not yet introduced, 
designed to permit the sale or lease of such lands 
at a rate of $10 per acre.  It is said that the general 
features of the plan have the approval of officials 

Diary 16,  1910 
January 26 

26 
[clipping continued] 
High in the administration, and of influential 
members of both houses of Congress, including 
some of the prominent insurgent Republicans and 
Delegate Wickersham of Alaska. 

Offers a $1,000,000 Bond. 
Mr. Ballaine, in his letter to Senator Beveridge, 

offers to enter into a bond of $1,000,000 with the 
government for the performance of his part o the 
agreement he proposes, and he makes the charge 
that “other interests” have now at work in 
Washington a lobby, “headed by a form United 
States senator,” in support of the bill referred to 
above, under whose provisions, he avers, the 
government would extend an unconditional 
guarantee to a railroad or railroads which these 
interests purpose to build in Alaska, and would 
virtually donate to them at $10 an acre one or more 
tracts of 5,000 acres of Matanuska coal land, under 
all the provisions for regulation and against 
monopolistic control of prices, as stipulated in the 
bill recently introduced by Senator Nelson, in 
conformity with the recommendations of Secretary 
Ballinger’s annual report. 

Proffer of Royalty. 
This coal company would pay the United States 

and Alaska a royalty of 50 cents a ton for the coal, 
as mined.  Mr. Ballaine states in his proposal that 
veins averaging a total thickness of 20 feet would 
yield, according to standard measurements, a total 
in excess of 100,000,000 tons from the 5,000 
acres, making a royalty of $50,000,000 for this 

comparatively small area. 
He asks the government to provide, as a 

condition on its part, that no other coal land in 
Alaska shall be leased on payment of a less 
royalty, and also to agree that at least half of the 
government’s supply of coal shall be leased on 
payment of a less royalty, and also to agree that at 
least half of the government’s supply of coal shall 
be obtained form this company, or from a naval 
coaling reserve which the government may 
establish and itself operate in the Matanuska 
district, shipping the product to Seward, at rates to 
be fixed by the interstate commerce commission, 
over a railroad, the plans for the construction of 
which he outlines. 

Plans for Railroad 
This railroad, approximately 1,000 miles in all, is 
proposed to run form the Pacific coast to Seward, 
through the interior valleys to the more strategic 
points on the navigable rivers.  The main line of 
420 miles would extend northward from Seward, 
through the Susitna valley to Fairbanks, in the 
heart of the Tanana valley. 
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[clipping continued] 
{Washington Post, Jan. 26,1910.} 

Another line of 400 miles would branch from the 
main stem at Knick, 150 miles north of Seward, 
and extend northwesterly through the Yentna and 
Kuskokwim valleys, to the Yukon River at or near 
Kaltag.  A third line would diverge at Knick and 
extend 50 miles northwesterly up the Matanuska 
valley through the Matanuska coal fields. 

So much as may be needed from the payment of 
the royalty on the 5,000 acres, the Ballaine 
proposal stipulates, is to constitute a fund for the 
guarantee of the payment of the interest on the 
bonds of the railroad company, which Mr. Ballaine 
agrees shall be organized on lines approved by the 
head of a department to be designated by 
Congress. 

Would Enter Contract. 
The railroad company is to enter into contract 

with the government for the completion of the 
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proposed 1,000 miles of road within a specific limit 
of time, and to be under the control and regulation 
of the interstate commerce commission.  Should 
any of the guarantee fund from the royalty on coal 
be required in its early stages to pay the interest on 
the bonds of the railroad, the fund is to be 
reimbursed out of the subsequent earnings of the 
road. 

Mr. Ballaine alleges that the Canadian interests, 
which owned a majority of a partially completed 
railroad from Seward, recently put it through a 
foreclosure organization on a plan that wiped out 
all American investments in the road, while 
protecting all Canadian investments in it. 

He further charges that the lobby, which he 
describes as asking for an outright guarantee of 
interest on bonds and the donation of 5,000 acres 
of coal land as a virtual gift, is working not only in 
the interest of these Canadians, but in conjunction 
with a group of American capitalists who are, he 
declares, attempting by the same bill to get control 
of the Katalla coal in another part of Alaska. 

Billions of Tons. 
Mr. Ballaine last night quoted the United States 

geological survey as stating in one of its recent 
reports that there are 16,000,000,000 tons of coal 
in sight in the known coal areas of Alaska, and 
probably at least that much again in regions yet 
unexplored, and he pointed out that the leasing of 
these areas on a royalty basis, such as he was 
offering, for an area of only 5,000 acres, ultimately 
would bring to the government a net revenue from 
that source exceeding $8,000,000,000.  Mr. 
Ballaine is well known in Washington, and for a 
time prior to 1897 was connected with the editorial 
staff of The Washington Post. 

 
Scandal is Imminent 

Affairs in Alaska are fast coming to a head at the 
Capitol.  Before the investigations now under way 
have been completed and Congress enacts the 
reform legislation that has been promised, a 
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[clipping continued] 

{Washington Post, Jan. 26, 1910.} 
Scandal may be developed that may involve a 
number of persons whose names now are merely 
the subject of gossip. 

Representatives of Alaska now in Washington 
maintain a strict watch both at the Capitol and in 
the departments on all movements concerning the 
future government of that rich territory.  Scrambling 
for advantage in matters of Alaskan legislation has 
culminated in a demand by Delegate James 
Wickersham that Secretary of War Dickinson order 
out of Washington, back to Alaska, or to military 
duty Maj. W. P. Richardson, chairman of the 
Alaska road commission, whom he charges with 
exerting too much influence on congressional 
committees.  This demand bears the date of 
January 20, but it became public only last night. 

Accuses Maj. Richardson. 
While the Alaskan legislative council bill was 

before the Senate committee on Territories, 
Delegate Wickersham charged that Maj. 
Richardson was in Washington claiming to be the 
adviser of the administration on all matters relating 
to Alaska; that he was, in fact, lobbying in behalf of 
special interests, mentioning among others the 
Guggenheim interests, and endeavoring to 
perpetuate himself as chairman of the road 
commission, and at the same time legislate himself 
into the office of commissioner of the interior, an 
office created by the Alaskan legislative council bill, 
at a salary of $7,500 a year. 

In his letter to the Secretary of War, Mr. 
Wickersham says he was met by Maj. Richardson 
as he came from the committee room, and, in an 
angry tone, was threatened by the army officer for 
what he had said to the committee.  Speaking of 
this encounter, Mr. Wickersham said: 

“He said that only his position as an officer in the 
army and my position as a delegate in Congress 
protected me.  I shall perform my duty as a 
delegate from Alaska, without fear of assault from 
Maj. Richardson, but I most earnestly protest 
against being threatened in the Capitol by an 
officer of the army, for daring to perform such duty. 

 48



Alaska State Library – Historical Collections         Diary of James Wickersham  
MS 107 BOX 2 DIARY 16  May 21, 1909 through Feb. 7, 1910 

Objects to Big Threats. 
“It is bad enough to have him lobbying around 

the corridors in an effort to impose himself as a 
part of a military legislature upon a helpless and 
law-abiding American community in time of peace-
to increase his own salary and to evade his duties 
in the army-without having him threatening the 
representative of those people for performing his 
congressional duties; and I protest against his 
violence and insolence.” 

Wickersham charges that the passage of the 
legislative council bill would, in effect, create a 
military legislature in Alaska, since no part of its 
membership would be elected by the people. 
He charges, also, that Maj. Richardson is lobbying 
in favor of other legislation, to which Mr. 
Wickersham says he is opposed, as being inimical 
to the people of Alaska. 

Diary 16,  1910 
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[clipping] 
{Washington Star. Jany 26, 1910} 

TALKS OF ALASKAN LOBBY 
WICKERSHAM REFLECTS ON  

TAFT AND ROOSEVELT. 
Aspersions Resented by Senator 
Beveridge - Hoggatt Says Dele 

gate Resigned Under Fire 
Charges by Delegate Wickersham of Alaska that 

President Taft and former President Roosevelt had 
maintained in Washington an Alaskan lobby in the 
persons of former Gov. W. B. Hoggatt and Maj. W. 
P. Richardson, an army officer who is head of the 
Alaskan Road Commission, are revealed by 
transcripts made public today of an executive 
hearing before the Senate committee on territories, 
in relation to the Alaskan legislative council bill. 

Counter charges by Mr. Hoggatt that Judge 
Wickersham is “humbugging” further enlivens the 
situation. 

The Senate committee took seriously the 
aspersions apparently cast upon the motives of the 
President and ex-President by Judge 
Wickersham's testimony. Before an official 
stenographer was admitted to the hearing Judge 

Wickersham was called to order by Senator 
Beveridge, chairman of the committee, and warned 
to guard his utterance with more care. 

After the Alaskan delegate had retired from the 
room a portion of his testimony was considered.  It 
was decided it should not appear in the printed 
record. 

Beveridge Up in Arms. 
Chairman Beveridge said to the committee: 
“A witness would not be permitted to make such 

a reflection upon the motives of the President of 
the United States in any committee of which I was 
chairman, even if that office were filled by William 
Jennings Bryan or a prohibitionist or a socialist.” 

Judge Wickersham had charged that certain 
legislation, furthered by Maj. Richardson and Gov. 
Hoggatt, was in the interest of the Guggenheims, 
and that the President and former President were 
responsible for their presence in Washington.  It 
was after this point the delegate was called to 
order. 
Great interest was manifested by the committee as 
to the activities of Maj. Richardson.  Judge 
Wickersham said that Richardson had come to 
him, and to many others, with bills which were 
against the interests of the people of Alaska, but 
would benefit the Guggenheims.  He charged also 
that Gov. Hoggatt was “head lobbyist for the 
Guggenheims, while being paid a salary as 
governor.” 
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[clipping continued] 
{Washington Star – continued} 

Hoggatt Comments on Wickersham 
Former Gov. Hoggatt followed Judge 

Wickersham as a witness and was asked by 
Senator Clarke of Arkansas if he knew why 
Wickersham had charged him with being a 
lobbyist. 

“Judge Wickersham has probably not felt very 
kindly toward me since he resigned as judge of the 
United States court in Alaska rather than face a 
charge which I was prepared to make to the 

 49



Alaska State Library – Historical Collections         Diary of James Wickersham  
MS 107 BOX 2 DIARY 16  May 21, 1909 through Feb. 7, 1910  

President if the judge had not decided that he had 
best resign,” responded Mr. Hoggatt. 

“Have you any counter suggestion to make - that 
Wickersham is interested in lobbying for any parti-
cular interest?” continued Mr. Clarke. 

“No.  I do not know anything about it.  He is not 
lobbying.” 

 
The fight is on.  The Senate had a real scrap today 
over the Alaska Bill, and Senator Beveridge 
attacked me & Senator Piles weakly gave him such 
support as he could. Senators Clark (Rep) of 
Wyoming, Borah of Idaho, and others opposed the 
Beveridge bill & it now looks like a pretty fight.  
Senator Frazier of Tenn. Is ready with the material 
I gave him to go into the fray when opportunity 
offers. 
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[clipping] 

LOOTING OF ALASKA 
 SAID TO BE PLANNED 

Opening Up of Vast Scandal in Coal Lands Said to 
Be 

Threatened Through Charges Made by John 
Ballaine, of Seattle. 

A close scrutiny of the offer of John E. Ballaine, 
of Seattle, to mine Alaskan coal and pay the 
Government a royalty of 50 cents per ton, was 
begun today by the Senate Committee on 
Territories, of which Senator Beveridge is 
chairman. 

The offer has brought a new factor into the 
Ballinger-Pinchot controversy, and has been made  
the background for charges that threaten to open 
up a vast Alaskan scandal.  Ballaine has made the 
charge that “other interests” now maintain a lobby 
“led by a former United States Senator,” in support 
of another bill for disposing of coal lands, under 
which, he said, the Government would extend an 
unconditional guarantee to railroads these interests 
propose to build in Alaska and would virtually 
donate to them at $10 an acre one or more coal 
tracts of 5,000 acres. 

This bill, according to Ballaine, is being urged for 
the purposes of a Canadian syndicate now 
controlling a partially completed railroad from 
Seward to the coal claims. 

The lobby is also working, he says, in favor of a 
group of American capitalists who are trying to 
grab lands in the Katalla coal field.  The disputed 
Cunningham claims, about which the Glavis 
charges against Secretary of the Interior Ballinger 
center, are in the Katalla field. 

Ballaine says his proposition would net the 
Government about $50,000,000 or a 5,000-acre 
tract of coal land. 

Alaskan affairs are brewing at the Capitol, and it 
has become known that Delegate Wickersham, of 
the Territory, has, in an official letter requested 
Secretary of War Dickinson to order out of 
Washington Major W.P. Richardson, chairman of 
the Alaskan Road Commission.  Wickersham says 
Richardson is exerting altogether too much 
influence with Congressional committees.  
Wickersham appeared before the Senate 
Committee on Territories when the Alaskan council 
bill was under discussion and charged that while 
Richardson claimed to be the adviser of the 
Administration on Alaskan matters, he was in fact 
lobbying in behalf of special interests. 

As a result Wickersham and Richardson had an 
encounter in the corridor of the Capitol which 
almost culminated in fisticuffs.  Now the Alaskan 
situation assumes the appearance of an armed 
truce. 

 
This clipping is from the Washington Herald – and 
it shows what a deep interest is now being taken in 
Alaskan matters.  This was Alaska Day in 
Washington & the fight is only just begun. 
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-January 27th - 
Have been engaged today in drawing a bill to 
create the “Alaska Board of National Coal Reserve”  
- a scheme to secure for the United States 16,000 
acres of the best coal lands - 5000 acres in the 
Bering river coal field, 5000 acres in the Matanuska 
field and 5000 acres in the Peninsula field by 
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condemnation of private rights when needed & the 
release of all other coal lands thereafter to private 
entry. 
Alaska matters great today & the Senate did not 
take up the Alaska Legislative bill.  The storm will 
probably break again tomorrow. 

Diary 16,  1910 
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-28th - 
Attended hearing in Ballinger - Pinchot 
Investigation today.  Nothing new in Alaska 
matters. 

-29th - 
The Washington Post has a story this morning that 
Secretary of War is angry at my attack on Major 
Richardson! Wow!! 
 
[clipping] 

DICKINSON IS AROUSED 
Will Defend Richardson From 

Wickersham's Charges. 
ORDERED OFFICER TO CITY 

Secretary prepares Letter for Members  
of Senate Committee, Setting Forth  
That Army Man Accused of Lobbying  
for Alaskan Interests Was Brought  
Here to Give Information to Legislators. 

Stirred to action by a letter from James 
Wickersham, congressional delegate from Alaska, 
Secretary of War Dickinson will make vigorous 
defense of the actions of Maj. W. P. Richardson, of 
the army, whom the Alaskan delegate has charged 
with being too deeply interested in legislation 
affecting Alaska and not properly in Washington as 
a territorial official.  A letter was prepared 
yesterday by Secretary Dickinson, denying 
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[clipping continued] 
these charges. Copies of it are intended for 
Delegate Wickersham and Senator Beveridge, 
before whose committee the allegations 
concerning Maj. Richardson were brought out 
during Mr. Wickersham’s testimony on the Alaskan 
bill. 

The War Department was deeply stirred when it 

was reported that Delegate Wickersham had 
appeared before the Senate Committee on 
Territories and proceeded to file allegations 
concerning lobbies which visit Washington every 
winter, and demand legislation concerning Alaska 
which is not in conformance with the ideas of its 
delegate. Maj. Richardson, chairman of the Alaska 
road commission, was mentioned as a member of 
such a lobby. 

Surprised by Letter. 
In the printed report o the hearing before the 

Territories committee, which took place a week 
ago, Secretary Dickinson was astonished to find 
published a letter purporting to be sent to him on 
that date, in which Delegate Wickersham charged 
that an executive order, which required territorial 
officers to remain at their posts of duty and not to 
appear in Washington except under leave of 
absence, had been violated by Maj. Richardson, 
who was mentioned as spending his winters for 
some years in Washington, without occasioning 
remark, “gently lobbying for his special work in 
Alaska.” 

The letter went on to state that this winter Maj. 
Richardson had arrogated to himself the duty of 
controlling general legislation for Alaska, in a way 
which the delegate decidedly resented. 

It is reported that the original copy of the letter to 
the Secretary of War did not make its appearance 
at the War Department until four days after it had. 
been given to the Senate committee, and 
published in the account of the hearing. 

The fact that these charges against an army 
officer had been bruited about for days with no 
opportunity being offered for their refutation is said 
to have caused the wrath of Secretary Dickinson to 
rise, and he will mention this feature in the letter he 
is sending to Mr. Wickersham.  As a matter of 
course, on the receipt of the Wickersham letter 
Maj. Richardson was asked to furnish memoranda 
to the Secretary concerning his actions while in 
Washington.  This report has been received. 

Was Ordered to Capital. 
It is known that Secretary Dickinson’s reply to the 
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letter of Delegate Wickersham is to contain the 
direct statement that Maj. Richardson was ordered 
to Washington by the War Department for the 
express purpose of giving certain information 
concerning Alaska to the department, the 
Secretary, and the congressional committees 
having Alaska matters in charge.  The letter is said 
completely to absolve him from the charge of 
lobbying as preferred by Delegate Wickersham. 

Diary 16,  1910 
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29 
[clipping continued] 

There probably will be more of the Richardson 
affair, for the Alaskan delegate, judging from his 
letter to Secretary Dickinson, is as anxious to have 
the army officer removed from Washington as 
secretary Dickinson is determined to have him 
stay.  Secretary Dickinson will make to the 
delegate a polite but firm refusal of his request that 
Maj. Richardson be ordered back to Alaska, to 
resume his duties as chairman of the Alaska road 
commission, or returned to his duties in the army. 
In this the Secretary will ignore the complaint of Mr. 
Wickersham, in which he says: 

“I protest against Maj. Richardson being 
permitted to remain in Washington as a lobbyist in 
favor of legislation which the delegate in Congress 
from Alaska is opposing as inimical to the interests 
of the people of that Territory.” 

 
The criticism that the letter did not reach the Sec. 
of War before it was published - is applicable to the 
Sec. letter to me - it has not yet reached me - 
though this -publication was made ten hours ago. 

-Jany 30th - 
Secretary Dickinson is playing politics and seems 
really deeply concerned to fight me publicly - so 
much so that he has given his whole letter to me to 
the public press - in the Washington 
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-31- 
this morning is the following: 
 
[clipping] 

REPLIES TO WICKERSHAM 

SECRETARY DICKINSON DE 
FENDS MAJ. RICHARDSON. 
Alaskan Delegate Had Written 
Letter Accusing Army Officer of 

Lobbying in Capitol. 
Secretary Dickinson of the War Department has 

written a letter to James Wickersham, delegate 
from Alaska, in reply to a letter from him 
complaining of the alleged undue activity of Maj. 
W.P. Richardson of the army in connection with 
legislation on Alaskan affairs.  In his letter 
Secretary Dickinson says: 

“In reply to your letter of January 20th, received at 
my office January 24th, I have the honor to inform 
you that you are in error in classifying Maj. W.P 
Richardson, United States Army, as a ‘territorial 
official of Alaska,’ subject to the terms of the order 
of the Secretary of the Interior quoted by you.  He 
is on duty, under the direction of the Secretary of 
War, as president of the board of road 
commissioners of Alaska, which was created by 
the act of Congress approved January 27, 1905. 

Here Under Orders 
“You say that ‘he has spent his winters for some 

years in Washington without occasioning some 
remark, gently lobbying for his special work in 
Alaska.’ On the termination of the season during 
which the work of the road commission can be 
prosecuted Maj. Richardson has each year, in his 
capacity as president of the board, been ordered, 
by direction of the Secretary of War, to proceed to 
this city and report to him personally on the state of 
work prosecuted during the preceding season by 
the road commission in Alaska, and for the 
purpose of assisting and officially advising the 
Secretary of War in regard to all matters necessary 
for the prosecution of the work during the ensuing 
season.  For this purpose, and to enable him to 
appear before the proper committees of Congress 
to give such information as his work in that remote 
country has enabled him to acquire, and as they 
may desire to have, he has been and is now in 
Washington with the full consent and authority of 
the Secretary of War. 
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“I have no information other than the statement in 
your letter that Maj. Richardson has been 
‘lobbying.’ 
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31 
[clipping continued] 

Mr. Richardson’s Statement. 
“I have called this charge made by you to his 

attention and he says that it is not true, and has 
submitted to me the following statement in writing 
in reference to his connection with the railroad bill 
referred to in your letter: 

“I also delivered to him a copy of the railroad bill, 
a part of one paragraph of which he quotes in his 
letter.  This was merely an amended form of a 
previous copy which had been delivered to him by 
a Mr. Joslin, who originally drew the bill, and asked 
me to look it over and amend it where I thought 
advisable.  This gentleman, who is held in high 
esteem generally in Alaska, is responsible for the 
idea of a railway commission under the Secretary 
of War. 

“ ‘I incorporated the provision with regard to coal 
lands, getting the idea from a resolution of similar 
character passed by the American Mining 
Congress.  I named the sum of $10 per acre, 
purchase, merely because that is the price fixed by 
law for coal lands; afterward, noting the general 
sentiment in respect to leasing coal lands, I 
changed to word “purchase” to “lease” without 
changing the other phraseology, supposing, of 
course, the terms of lease would be fixed by 
Congress in case such a bill should ever be 
offered. 

“The whole draft of the so-called bill was 
intended merely to serve as a rough outline of a 
workable plan, and the imputation that I was 
inspired by any improper motive in connection with 
it does me a very great wrong.’ 

Calls for Proofs. 
“If you will support your statement with respect to 

lobbying with evidence which in my judgment 
authorizes it, I will order an investigation.  As the 
remarks made by you to which Maj. Richardson 
objected in the corridor of the Capitol, were not 

made by you on the floor of the House under your 
privilege as a delegate, but were made by you as a 
witness before a Senate committee, Maj. 
Richardson's action, as set forth by you, appears to 
me to have been under his rights and privileges as 
a citizen and not cognizable by the War 
Department. 

“In conclusion, I must decline to approve your 
request that Maj. Richardson be relieved from duty 
in this city, as his services her are required in 
connection with the work of the board of road 
commissioners, which is being prosecuted under 
my supervision. 
 
I shall go back at the Secretary at once with a reply 
giving him the proof which he demands.  

Diary 16,  1910 
February 1 

-Feb 1st 1910 - 
Introduced my bill for National Coal Reserve 
 
[clipping]  

NATIONAL COAL RESERVE IN 
ALASKA PROPOSED IN BILL 

Delegate Wickersham Suggests Set- 
ting Aside 15,000 Acres and Es 

tablishment of a Board. 
The great coal fields of Alaska, just now so much 

under discussion in Washington and throughout 
the country, are the subject of a long bill introduced 
in the House by Delegate Wickersham of Alaska, 
providing that 15,000 acres of the best coal-
bearing lands of Alaska be set aside by the United 
States in perpetuity as the national coal reserve.  
Provision is made for the withdrawal of 5,000 acres 
each from the Katalla and Matanuska districts and 
5,000 more from the Kenar [Kenai] and Alaska 
peninsular areas. 

A board of national coal reserve is to be 
established, consisting of one naval officer, one 
member of the geological survey and one other 
member having practical knowledge of coal mining 
and transportation.  This board is to survey and 
select the best coal lands. 

The Secretary of the Interior is directed to furnish 
to the Attorney General all information regarding 
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private coal claims in Alaska, and the latter official 
is directed to investigate each claim and compel a 
return of the property to the United States in every 
case where there is any irregularity, and such 
returned claims are also to become a part of the 
national reserve. 

One hundred thousand dollars is appropriated for 
the use of the board of national coal reserve. 

 
Letter from Douglas, New York, saying my 
suggestion publication Jarvis-Corson-Bogle bribery 
matter in magazine is an “affront”.  He is a slow 
one. 

Diary 16,  1910 
February 2-3 

-2nd - 
Am studying & preparing my letter to the Secretary 
of war in the Richardson matter. 

-3rd - 
Welliver, the magazine writer & representative for 
the “Hamptons Magazine tells me the he wants me 
to meet a few of the Senators who will assist me in 
the Senate in fighting the Beveridge Bill.  He also 
tells me that Beveridge will push the matter off from 
time to time -that Beveridge is now frightened of 
the probable political capital his enemies will make 
out of it against him.  But I am from Missouri & he 
“must show me”! I don’t trust Beveridge 
. 

Diary 16,  1910 
February 4 

-4th - 
Casey Moran, one time Editor of the Fairbanks 
News etc. blew into town 3 days ago and we have 
succeeded through Lyle, Welliver & the Magazine 
muckraking bunch of insurgents in getting him on 
the “Times” & it now looks as if I would have the 
support of that paper.  The Times today has an 
editorial about Alaska: 
 

ALASKA A BREEDER OF DIS- 
TRUST AND SUSPICION 

Can any good come out of Nazareth?  This ancient 
interrogatory might well be modernized to ask if 
any good can come out of Alaska.  It would be 
unjust to this great territory, with its vast 
possibilities and endless resources, to answer in 

the negative, but it is a strange fact that the very air 
in Alaska seems to be surcharged with distrust and 
suspicion.  It is to Alaska that Secretary Ballinger 
can lay a large share of his troubles.  From 1,500 
to 2,000 American citizens are now the subject of 
inquiry in one way and another because of alleged 
frauds or suspicion of frauds on the Government.  
In a single bunch, 173 are being looked into.  A bill 
has been urged to change the form of the Alaskan 
government, putting the Territory in the hands of a 
governor and council. Ad- 

Diary 16,  1910 
February 4-5 

-4- 
[clipping continued] 
vocacy of this bill has aroused a torrent of 
opposition.  It has been bitterly assailed as in the 
interest not of the Alaskan people, but of certain 
corporations and, on the other hand, stoutly 
defended. 

Delegate Wickersham has attacked an army 
officer who is alleged to be a tool of the big 
smelting combination that is trying to get its grip on 
Alaskan mineral wealth.  In short, the whole 
atmosphere is thick with charges and reeking with 
insinuations of crookedness. 

Of course, the reason for this is that Alaska is a 
region of boundless wealth, in minerals, forests, 
fisheries, and other resources.  These resources 
are worth capturing and there is little doubt some of 
the biggest of this country’s captains of finance are 
planning to control them. Giant forces are battling 
for the mastery there.  It is, after all, not much to be 
wondered there should be  strife, bitterness, and 
suspicion.  And Congress will do well to make 
haste slowly in any legislation pertaining to the 
Alaskan empire. 

-5th - 
I sent copies of my bill for A “National Coal 
Reserve” in Alaska to Sec. of Navy & others & my 
replies show that the administration leaders are 
alive to anything which looks like relief from 
Alaskan complications which are just now 
threatening to overthrow the confidence of the 
people. 
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Diary 16,  1910 
February 7 

-7th - 
Recd, letter from Sec. of Navy & Sec of War in 
relation to my National Coal Reserve Bill.  
Secretary of War says:  

“War Department 
“Washington 

 
   February 7, 1910 
“Sir, I have yours of February 4th enclosing  
“copy of H.R. 19.793.  I will bring it to the  
“attention of the President at the Cabinet meeting 
tomorrow morning. 
 “Respectfully, 
 “J.M. Dickinson 
 “Secretary of War, 
“Hon James Wickersham 
 House of Representatives. 

Attended banquet at the Eagles Club tonight & 
made a speech on Alaska.  The usual drawn out 
banquet and weary talking. 

Am busy trying to get my letter to Sec. of War, 
against the Richardson-Beveridge Bills in Shape.  
Mr. C.S. Sargent & wife, Fairbanks Alaska, here & 

visiting. 
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Diary 17,  1910 
February   
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Diary 17,  1910 
February   

[Inside front cover] 
[Cartoon clipping from the Minneapolis Journal 
says:] 
 
ANOTHER TRIUMPH IN THE FAR NORTH. 
The Great American Trust seems to have 
discovered Alaska. 
{Dr. Cook (Guggenheim) discovering the North 
Pole 
While his Eskimos (Uncle Sam) eats gum drops. 

Diary 17,  1910 
February  8 

-1910 Feb. 8- 
Received letter today from H.J. Douglas, New 
York, former auditor of the Katalla Construction 
Company enclosing 3 copies each (1)of a letter 
from John A Carson to Capt. D. H. Jarvis, and 
(second) of the Morrisey account showing 
interference with jury etc in the Hasey case! 

-8th continued- 
Messrs. Neale & Day, Washington attorneys & 
lobbyists for the Guggenheim interests today called 
me into the Committee rooms of the Ways & 
Means Com & put three bills before me -the first for 
a bridge across the Chitina river - I told them I 
would support it -  

Diary 17,  1910 
February  8 

8 
the second for the purpose of relieving the Copper 
river road from taxation until it was in operation - I 
told them I would not oppose it for the reason that 
all the other roads were treated in the same way - 
the third was a bill to confirm their title on the sea 
beach at Cordova to their wharves, etc.  That I 
promptly told them I should oppose because the 
land was claimed by Jack Dalton & it was a mere 

scheme to defeat his private rights acquired long 
prior to this claim to the shore. 
They wanted me to introduce the bills but I said no 
-so they said they would go and get a Senator to 
do it. A half hour later they met me & said they had 
asked Senator Piles to introduce the bills - that he 
said he would introduce the bridge 

Diary 17,  1910 
February  8 

8 
Smilingly I said to them –“you tell senator piles to 
go to hell - he is not so courteous but that he is 
fighting me on the Beveridge bill and insisting that 
an active military legislature be imposed upon 
Alaska over my protest, and his present courtesy 
comes from his cunning desire to get me to 
introduce an exception bill for the Guggenheims so 
that he and my other opponents may point to it as 
proof that I am not in good faith in my fight.” 
They went off with a grin - it was a fine scheme & I 
wont forget Senator Piles. 

Diary 17,  1910 
February  9-10 

-9th - 
Recd copy of the Post-Intelligencer of the 4th with 
a most vicious attack editorially on me - they say I 
have a “bug”, call me crazy, & denounce me 
viciously for saying that the Guggenheims are 
trying to secure favors in Alaska legislation etc. 
Well, John must support the President since his 
brother Harry was given the Post of Ambassador to 
Mexico upon that consideration.  But I’ll go straight 
ahead without flinching or even defending myself. 

10 
J.L. Steele says Senator Penrose told him today 
that he would not vote for the Beveridge bill - that 
sounds good & may be it will be beaten. 

Diary 17,  1910 
February  12 

-12 - 
I finished my letter today in answer to Sec. of War 
Dickinson’s request that I give him evidence that 
Major Richardson has been “lobbying” in 
Washington this winter & I am quite satisfied with 
it.  The evidence shows to my satisfaction that 
even the President is tied up to the railroad 
scheme of looting Alaska and the irresistible 
conclusion from my argument is to that effect. 
The newspapers & associated & United Press 
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dispatches will send out quite long extracts & I 
hope the result may be good.  Nothing but this sort 
of a fight will keep the Beveridge bill from passing - 
it is to come up the first of next week & I fear it may 
pass the Senate 

Diary 17,  1910 
February  13 

-13th - 
I learn that quite copious extracts from my letter to 
Sec. Of Ware were sent out by the Assoc. Press & 
other Press bureaus.  But letter was printed in the 
Post or Star, since both are supporting the 
Administration & it doesn’t make good reading. 
I am now going to work on my letter to the Atty. 
Genl. in the matter of the Corson-Boyle-Jarvis 
letter & account, in re bribery of Jurors & witnesses 
in the Hasey case.  In short, I am going to create 
as much trouble for the gentlemen who are forcing 
a military legislature on Alaska as I can in the hope 
of weakening their efforts. 

Diary 17,  1910 
February  14 

-14th - 
Have just had half hours talk with Senator Jones of 
Washington trying to persuade him to vote and 
work against the Beveridge legislative Council Bill - 
as amended and before the Senate - pointed out 
the joker in the amended bill that gives the 
President power to put Alaska under the Bureau of 
Insular affairs & that even if they strike out the 
clause for the appointment of army officers that 
can still be done without a negative clause is put in 
etc. 
Jones is with us in secret but fears to brave the 
wrath of the President - he said he would see me 
again soon. 

Diary 17,  1910 
February  14 

14 
The Senate had a regular Kilkenny time with our 
Alaska 
legislative bill today.  Beveridge brought it up to 
have the pro forma amendments put into it, and 
then the row started.  Senators Clark of Wyoming, 
Borah of Idaho, Heyburn, Frazier of Tenn, Clay & 
others began to question him & to suggest 
amendments & to state objections and really it 
seemed as if the whole Senate was after 
Beveridge and his bill.  Beveridge was scared out 

and left the matter in Senator Piles hands & got out 
of the Senate Chamber.  He is a candidate for 
reelection in Indiana and the fight became so 
awkward to him that he got frightened – he was on 
the wrong side & though he stated that it 

Diary 17,  1910 
February  14-15 

14 
was the Presidents bill they put it on him & he ran.  
Really it looks now as if the bill may be killed in the 
Senate.  I am encouraged. 

-15th - 
Fink from Nome in town today.  He is a partisan of 
Richardson’s & it looks as if he was looking for a 
job in the appointive military legislature if the bill 
shall pass. He would be an ideal man in that kind 
of a legislature -for he is a thief & is utterly without 
scruple.  He & Hoggatt, Richardson, Shackleford & 
Dodge!  A fine mess! 
Ballaine back from New York says we are being 
cussed over there by the Guggenheim - Morgan 
crowd of boosters - Good, that’s a compliment.  
Things working here all right. 

Diary 17,  1910 
February  15 

15 
Wrote an additional letter to the Sec. of War about 
Richardson sending him a letter of the Receiver & 
promotion of the Alaska Central Ry. showing 
where Richardson got his idea of giving a subsidy 
of 5,000 acres of coal land to the railroads etc. 
I also sent a letter to the Atty. Genl. today 
enclosing a photographic copy of Corson’s letter to 
Jarvis, approved by Boyle, approving more than a 
thousand dollars for bribing jurymen & witnesses in 
the Hasey case at Valdes & Juneau. I am going 
after that bunch of thieves now & this is such 
complete evidence against them that I sent it in first 
& ask for an investigation & prosecution.  We will 
see what to do. 

Diary 17,  1910 
February  16 

-16th - 
The Hearst papers in New York, Chicago & San 
Francisco are filled now with my letter to Sec. of 
War about Richardson 
[clipping] 
{Washington Post (Administration paper)} 

ALASKAN COUNCIL OPPOSED 
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Senators Fear It Would Lead to 
Abuses in Public Lands 

Mr. Beveridge, in Charge of Bill, De 
fends Measure Until His Voice 

Gives Way. 
Opposition from unexpected quarters met the 

Alaskan legislative council bill during its brief 
consideration in the Senate yesterday. 

Assaults upon various features of the measure 
by Senators Clark, of Wyoming, Crawford, Borah, 
Heyburn, Frazier, and Clay, were answered by 
Senator Beveridge, who has the bill in charge, until 
his voice gave way. Senator Clark took exception 
to the fact that power was given to the proposed 
council to repeal laws enacted by Congress; 
Senator Clay, that the control of public lands was 
vested in the council, and Senator Heyburn to the 
appointment of an army officer as a member of the 
council. Mr. Crawford said the proposed new form 
of government would permit the organization of 
local corporations, which would provide for the 
exploitation of the resources of the country in a 
way that might lead to abuses. 

Mr. Beveridge said that local legislators would 
understand conditions in the Territory better than 
Congress possibly could, and he declared the 
President had reached the conclusion that the 
resources of the country could be better cared for 
by the proposed council than by Congress. 

Mr. Borah contended that 90 per cent of the 
people of Alaska were opposed to the pending bill. 
The calendar was then taken up, and a large 
number of unobjected measures passed.  Among 
these was a House bill requiring census 
enumerators to include in their reports the cattle 
slaughtered in the United States. 

Diary 17,  1910 
February  17 

February 17 1910 
It now seems that the Presidents efforts to impose 
a military appointive legislative council on Alaska 
has met with the failure which it deserves. 

In his message the President said on this 
subject: 
[clipping is missing] 
 

He has caused the Beveridge and the Hamilton 
bills to be prepared and pushed but the opposition 
in the Senate was too much to be over come.  The 
papers of 

Diary 17,  1910 
February  16 

16 
Yesterday and today say: 
[clipping] 

TAFT, IN ALARM, 
 CALLS SENATORS 

  FOR CONFERENCE 
Fears for Fate of White 

House Legislative 
Program 

SENATE OPPOSED 
 TO MANY MEASURES 

Root Amendment, Statehood Bill, 
and Others Perhaps 

in Danger 
By JOHN SNURE. 

President Taft has been informed that much of 
the legislation he has been urging on Congress is 
in danger and today there were hurry calls to the 
White House for a number of Senators in 
consequence 

The President has been told that the Alaska 
legislative bill cannot pass Congress and that the 
Senate will not stand for the Root amendment to 
the postal savings bank bill and will turn it down. 
LUKEWARM ON STATEHOOD BILL. 

The Root amendment embodies the proposition 
the President supported in his New York speech 
and provides in effect that the money collected in 
the postal savings banks shall be invested in 
Government 2 per cent bonds. 

Diary 17,  1910 
February  16 

16 
[clipping] 

The Statehood bill, the President has also been 
told, is received with such lukewarmness in 
Congress, especially in the Senate, that it has 
proven impossible latterly to get a quorum of the 
Senate Territories Committee together to consider 
it. 

President Alarmed. 
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The President is becoming alarmed about the 
shape into which the legislation he wants is 
getting.  He is beginning to wonder whether the 
assurances he has received fro the leaders that his 
bills will be put through are entitled to be regarded 
with entire confidence, and whether the end of the 
session is not likely to witness the placing on the 
statute books of little or nothing of the important 
measures he has urged. 

Bright and early today the President called in 
Senator Carter, who has charge of the postal 
savings bank bill, and Senator Beveridge, who  
has charge of the bill to provide for a governor and 
council in Alaska and the Statehood bill.  The 
President wanted to know why it was that the 
postal savings bill and the Alaska and Statehood 
bills could not be pushed through. 

President Gets Information. 
Just what took place is not disclosed, but there is 

good reason to believe the President was told of 
the storm of objection the Alaska bill has stirred up, 
of the fact that the majority of the Senate would not 
stand for the proposition to take the postal savings 
bank funds out of the localities where collected, 
and of the lukewarm feeling in the Senate on 
Statehood. 

The outcome was that Senator Beveridge 
agreed to give way with the Alaska bill in the 
Senate so that Senator Carter would be enabled to 
go ahead with the postal savings bill.  Senator 
Carter thought this would enable him to get a vote 
on the postal savings bill this week. 

On leaving the White House, Senator Carter said 
the Root amendment to the postal savings bank 
bill would be beaten in the Senate and that the bill 
would pass the Senate. 

Fate in House in Doubt. 
He would not predict what would happen to the bill 
in the House or whether the President would it.  
But it is understood that the President will not veto 
it if the Root amendment is omitted, although he 
has strongly urged it. 

As to the Alaska bill, the fight on it, stirred up by 
Delegate Wickersham and others, is based on the 

ground that the effect of it would be to enable the 
Guggenheims to get their grip solid on the minerals 
and railroads of the Territory. 

The President sent for Senator Borah, who is one 
of the strong opponents of the bill to try to mitigate 
his opposition.  Other Senators who oppose the bill 
will be called in.  Senator Beveridge will try to press 
the Statehood bill to final disposition in his 
committee. 

Diary 17,  1910 
February  17 

17 
[clipping] 

PRODDING CONGRESS 
Taft Urges Action on Im 

portant Measures 
TALKS WITH SENATORS 

Discusses Three Bills With Carter 
and Beveridge. 

President Taft has begun prodding Congress to 
get legislation started.  A month and a half has 
passed since the new year came in and practically 
nothing has been done with the measures 
generally spoken of as “the administration 
legislative program.”  The more important of these 
measures, those amending the interstate 
commerce act and regulating the incorporation of 
corporations, are still in committees, but the 
President recognizes that deliberation should be 
shown in their preparation as bills.  He shows no 
disposition to try to hasten these, although he 
would like to see them under way. 

As to the postal savings bank bill, the statehood 
bill and the reorganization of the Alaskan 
government, three measures that have been acted 
upon by committees and reported to the Senate, 
the President doesn’t understand the failure to do 
something.  This morning he had in conference 
with him Senators Carter and Beveridge, the 
former in charge of the postal savings bank 
measure and the latter of the statehood bill and the 
Alaska reorganization proposition. 

When the conference was over Senator Carter 
said that there was a curious situation in both 
houses of Congress.  He described it as 
psychological.  Committee meetings were poorly 
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attended and there was either a general 
indifference or widespread interest in other matters 
than those desired to be pushed.  “I think this will 
all change in a week,” said the Montana senator, 
“and that we will get down to a hustling pace that 
will dispose of business right along.  So far as the 
postal savings bank bill is concerned, I venture the 
prediction that it will pass the Senate.” 

Beveridge is Reticent 
Senator Beveridge would offer no prediction as to 
statehood or Alaska reorganization.  He tried to get 
his committee on territories together yesterday to 
arrange to push both of these bills, but not a 
handful of senators attended.  Nobody seems to 
care much about either measure.   
Senator Borah of Idaho, who is opposing the 
Alaska reorganization bill, was with the President 
for some time today.  The Idaho senator has 
announced that he will fight the Alaska bill 
proposing a commission for the government of the 
territory.  He declares that this smacks too much of 
carpetbagism and lack of self-government.  There 
are 40,000 good Americans in Alaska, he has 
stated, and he believes they are competent to 
govern themselves, selecting their own officials by 
ballot, without having them appointed from a 
distance. He regrets he is not able to support the 
President in the Alaska plan, and will fight the bill 
so long as it is before the Senate.  He has the 
promise and support from other republicans and 
many democrats. 

Diary 17,  1910 
February  17 

17 
[clipping] 

ALASKA BILL DROPPED 
President shelves Legislative  

Council Measure 
HOLDS SEVERAL CONFERENCES 

Mr. Taft Expresses Satisfaction With 
Progress other Administration Proj- 
Ects Are Making-Postal Savings 
Bank Bill Takes “Unfinished Busi- 
ness” Place on Calendar. 

 

President Taft yesterday lightened the load of 
legislative projects which he has requested 
Congress to put through at this session by quietly 
dropping the Alaska bill overboard.  After the visit 
of certain Senators to the White House during the 
morning it was understood that the creation of a 
legislative council in Alaska would not be 
attempted this year.  Senator Beveridge, who was 
in charge of the bill, returned to the Capitol after a 
conference with the President and gave the 
“unfinished business” place on the calendar which 
the Alaska bill had occupied to the postal savings 
bank bill. 

President Taft, to persons who called late in the 
afternoon, expressed himself as believing the 
legislative program as now arranged could proceed 
to fulfillment.  He said he felt satisfied with the 
progress that was being made.  The other bills 
which the President believes are making good 
headway are the postal savings bank bill, the 
interstate commerce bill, and one of the 
conservation measures.  There were reports about 
the Senate yesterday that the passage of the 
postal savings bank and the interstate commerce 
measures was about all that might be confidently 
expected. 

Postal Savings Bill Abused. 
The postal savings ban measure, which is now 
before the Senate as unfinished business, is about 
as badly an abused measure as has even fallen 
into the hands of statesmen.  Although to some 
extent sacred as an administration measure, 
proposed in the Republican platform, and which 
must be passed by all means, it is the subject of 
cloakroom criticism which is burning and direct.  
The estimate that it will cost $15,000,000 alone to 
equip the post offices of the country with safes in 
which to temporarily store the funds that will ac- 

Diary 17,  1910 
February 17 

17 
[clipping] 
crue from the system, and the assertion that 
10,000 new employees will be needed, has jarred 
several senators perceptibly.  The constitutional 
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features of the bill are worrying others. 
The constitutional lawyers, led by Senator 

Bailey, of Texas, are scheduled to give the postal 
bill an overhauling today.  There were reports 
yesterday that an early vote might be obtained.  
Hearings are to be resumed today on the interstate 
commerce bill.  An attempt is to be made to have it 
reported to the Senate at an early day. 

President Hold Conferences. 
There were several conferences between the 

President and members of Congress yesterday, 
and it was evident that the chief executive had 
made up his mind to let the lawmakers on the Hill 
know that he was interested in early action on all of 
the administration measures.  Besides Senator 
Beveridge, there were Senator Carter, who is in 
charge of the postal bill; Senator Borah, who has 
shown opposition to both the postal and the 
Alaskan bills, and Representative Hayes, ranked 
as an insurgent, but whose aid may be helpful in 
securing united action by the Republican majority 
in the House on the Republican platform pledges. 

There was a shift in the legislative program of 
the Senate yesterday.  The Alaskan legislative 
council bill has been the unfinished business for 
some time, and this operated to prevent speedy 
consideration of the postal savings bill, which the 
president is anxious to have passed. 

Early in the proceedings yesterday Mr. 
Beveridge gave way to Mr. Carter, in charge of the 
postal bill, who moved that it be made the 
unfinished business.  Mr. Heyburn objected, and 
endeavored to prevent Mr. Carter from making a 
motion to proceed with the consideration of the bill.  
He was not supported by the rules, however, and 
the postal bill is now the unfinished business. 
 
The Taft administration is on the run - when the 
President of the United States is found advocating 
a military appointive legislature for an American 
Territory - all the Irish howl. - What a political 
mistake it is - and now he must crawl!!  And the 
end is not yet! 

Diary 17,  1910 -18th  - 

February  18 Birch is before the Senate Com. on Territories 
today -he and Steele have slid in gently & gave 
testimony to show that the Guggenheims are real 
good people and do not own Alaska & its 
resources.  Of course their statements are pre-
pared to minimize their efforts in Alaska - and they 
gave me no notice.  I did not find it out until they 
had finished but I intend to be present tomorrow 
morning when they are to be examined. 
My office has been the center of interest for the last 
few days & my friends  are decidedly kind about 
our victory over the President & his military 
appointive Legislative scheme - which is now 
thought to  

Diary 17,  1910 
February  18-19 

18 
be finally killed.  I hope so though I am not over my 
scare yet.  I shall both watch & pray - so that if the 
thing comes to life we can renew our fight.  The 
steamer “Yucatan” was wrecked yesterday in Icy 
Straits, Alaska.  She struck a cake of glacial ice – 
in a snow storm – no one lost – they got the vessel 
ashore & she sunk in 6 fathoms. 
Bishop Rowe has a good interview in this mornings 
Philadelphia Inquirer - he stands by Home Rule in 
Alaska!  Bully for the Bishop.  He will be here next 
week. 

-19th - 
This has been one of my busy days.  I learned that 
Stephen 

Diary 17,  1910 
February  19 

19 
Birch and John N. Steel, the official representatives 
of the Guggenheims in Alaska, and appearing 
especially for the “Alaska Syndicate” composed of 
J. P. Morgan, the Guggenheims, Graves & Heney, 
had appeared yesterday Before the Senate Com. 
on Territories & had spent the day in whitewashing 
their efforts to “gobble” Alaska and particularly in 
denying everything I had said in my appearance 
before that Committee.  This morning I went to that 
Committee & remained all day - when they finished 
I arose and requested permission to cross examine 
them.  Consternation overwhelmed Beveridge who 
as the Chairman of the Senate Com. had all day 
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long by leading questions given their aid & 
assistance.  He  

Diary 17,  1910 
February  19 

19 
jumped at me, figuratively speaking - but Senator 
Hughes & Frazier protested - and they then 
declared an executive session & the spectators - a 
dozen or more newspaper men among them - 
were put out in the hall while they sent for two or 
three more (Senators Kean, Piles & Dillingham) 
friends to make a safe majority.  After 15 minutes 
pow wow in executive (secret) session they 
opened the doors & told me that I could not cross - 
examine the witnesses! 
At the last of his testimony Birch did a very 
untruthful and ungentlemanly thing in saying that I 
had - after I was no longer on the Bench & before I 
was elected delegate - applied to them for 
employment as attorney but that I had not been 
retained. 

Diary 17,  1910 
February  19 

19 
I then said to the Com. that Mr. Birch had stated 
the fact unfairly since the truth was that he wrote 
me a letter suggesting my employment & then I 
read to the Com. from my letter press copybook 
the three or four paragraphs saying that in answer 
to his letter I would accept employment if it was 
desired by them.  Beveridge was as mean and 
cunning as a fox in his efforts to injure me & to put 
me in a false light but I got it straight - thanks to 
Senator Hughes of Colorado. 
Their refusal to permit a cross examination of Birch 
& Steel ought to create a decided impression 
against the Guggenheims & anything which the 
Beveridge Com may do in their aid & assistance. 

Diary 17,  1910 
February  19 

19 
Had a club dinner with R.J. Douglas & Otto 
Leubkert tonight at the “Commercial Club” – 
LaFayette Park.  The latter is Sec. Of the National 
Conservation Assoc. and he asked me if I would 
not take dinner with him next week & meet Mr. 
Gifford Pinchot.  I told him I would be pleased to do 
so. 
 

[clipping] 
Government of Alaska. 

The fact that Senator Beveridge, who is sponsor 
for the Alaska bill, has agreed to allow it to be 
displaced as the “unfinished business” indicates 
that he is not entirely sanguine of its success.  
There has developed in the Senate a very 
pronounced objection to denying the people of 
Alaska the right of suffrage, as would be done by a 
bill permitting the President to appoint a legislative 
body.  Many senators believe that it would be 
better to permit present conditions to continue until 
the territory becomes more thickly populated.  
Congress, they argue, is in a position to exercise 
control over the mineral deposits so as to prevent 
any monopoly from gaining a foothold. 

 
In an interview at Philadelphia this week Bishop 
Rowe of Alaska said: 
[clipping] 
Bishop Rowe declared he was opposed to any 
scheme which would interfere with the rights of the 
natives. A majority of the people are demanding 
Home Rule, he said, and I do not think the 
government should be a party to any scheme for 
the restriction of the rights of the Alaskans.  They 
represent a high class of American intelligence and 
citizenship and are as well able to govern 
themselves as any people.  If President Taft would 
visit us as he did the Philippines, he could extend 
us a great deal of help.” 

Diary 17,  1910 
February  20 

-20th  Sunday- 
{20th } COAL WORTH BILLION {Sunday} 

Staggering Figures Given 
by Guggenheim Agent. 

A PROFIT OF $200,000,000 
Stephen Birch, managing direction of the 

Morgan-Guggenheim syndicate, testified yesterday 
before the Senate Committee on Territories that 
the value of the coal deposits in what are known as 
the Cunningham claims in Alaska, is$25,000,000 . 

“And it was for this property your syndicate was 
to pay $250,000?” inquired Senator Frazier, of 
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Tenn. 
“Yes,” replied the witness, “when the claims were 

patented.” 
“And you were very anxious to see the 

Cunningham claimants get their patents?” 
continued Senator Frazier. 

“Yes; we were glad to see every coal claimant in 
Alaska get his patents,” replied Mr. Birch. 

“Did you take any steps to hasten the issue of 
the patents to the Cunningham claimants by the 
government?” 

“No; we took no steps,” replied Mr. Birch. 
“but you were very anxious to see the patents 

issue?” 
“Certainly.” 
Mr. Birch and John N. Steele, general counsel 

for the syndicate, after their direct testimony on 
Friday, reappeared before the committee 
yesterday to be cross-examined. 

Profit of $200,000,000 
Mr. Birch did most of the testifying.  He fixed the 

value of the entire coal fields, of which the 
Cunningham claims are a part, at nearly a billion  
dollars.  He estimated that it would cost 
$700,000,000 to mane and market the coal, 
leaving a net profit of $200,000,000 to the interests 
that should develop the field. 
Mr. Birch denied the charges heretofore made 
before the Committee on Territories, by James 
Wickersham, Delegate from Alaska, that Maj. W. P. 
Richardson, U. S. A., and ex-Gov. Hoggatt were in 
the employ of the syndicate.  He de- 

Diary 17,  1910 
February  20 

20 
[clipping continued] 
clared that neither Maj. Richardson or the former 

governor had ever been employed in any capacity 
by the syndicate. 

Just before the conclusion of the morning’s 
hearing, James Wickersham, Delegate from 
Alaska, asked permission to question Messrs. 
Steele and Birch.  Objection was made to granting 
the request.  Subsequently in executive session, 
the committee decided that Mr. Wickersham could 
prepare and submit his questions to Senator 

Beveridge, chairman of the committee, who would 
in turn propound them to the witnesses.  In the 
noon recess Mr. birch asked permission to change 
one of his answers at the morning hearing. 

He was asked by Senator Beveridge whether ex-
Gov Hoggatt, Maj. W. P. Richardson, or Delegate 
James Wickersham had ever applied to the 
Morgan-Guggenheim syndicate for employment.  
The stenographer’s report made it appear that Mr. 
Birch had answered in the negative.  He informed 
the committee that he had been incorrectly 
reported as answering in the negative. 

Position Was Offered Him. 
When Messers. Steele and Birch corrected their 

testimony given at the morning session their 
answers were made to read in the record that 
James Wickersham, Delegate from Alaska, at one 
time applied for employment as attorney for the 
Morgan-Guggenheim syndicate.  This was in the 
interval after he ceased to be United States judge 
at Nome and before he was elected a Delegate in 
Congress.  At the time Mr. Wickersham was 
practicing law.  This statement was in reply to the 
question whether either Hoggatt, Maj. Richardson, 
or Wickersham had ever applied for employment to 
the syndicate. 

Delegate Wickersham then took the stand and 
produced a letter from the syndicate managers 
offering him employment as attorney.  This offer, 
he said, was declined.  He declared that he had 
never made application, that the offer came from 
the syndicate. 

This ended the testimony on Alaska and the 
relation of the syndicate to Alaskan development. 

 
{The liars: my only act was to write a letter in 

answer to Birch’s, who sought to employ me.} 
 

My old Tacoma friend, Fred Plummer in to see me 
- he is Geographer for the U. S. Forestry service.  
Much interest in Birchs admissions as to the Value 
of Alaskan coal etc. 

Diary 17,  1910 
February  22nd 

-22nd - 
On Saturday while I was before the Senate Com. a 
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motion to amend a general appropriation in the 
Indian App. bill, in the Indian App. Bill in the 
House, led to a discussion of the legal status of 
Alaskan Indians - today I got the floor on another 
general appropriation in the same bill and made a 
statement of the legal rights of Indians in Alaska 
which I hope will correct the misunderstanding of 
the matter.  Really there is something hazy in the 
minds of even members of Congress about Alaska. 
Bishop Rowe is in Washington and delivered a 
lecture tonight at the Episcopal Church at 14th & G 
streets.  The ladies - Mrs. Wickersham & Mrs. 
Peoples went, but I could not on account of 
business. 

Diary 17,  1910 
February  23 

-23rd - 
Mr. Beveridge Will Now Reverse!   
 
[clipping] 
BEVERIDGE URGES THE GOVERNMENT  

TO WITHDRAW ALASKA COAL LANDS  
AND CURB ABSORPTION BY 

SYNDICATE 
Following close on the heels of the recent 

appearance of representatives of the Morgan-
guggenheim syndicate before the Senate 
“Committee on Territories, in which they told of the 
interests of the syndicate in Alaska, and admitted 
that the syndicate had an option on the 
Cunningham coal claims, Senator Beveridge made 
a most important move in the Senate today. 

He introduced two bills which are calculated to 
conserve the mineral wealth of Alaska and prevent 
it from falling into the hands of giant financial inter-
ests.  At the same time, he set before the Senate 
staggering figures as to the mineral wealth of 
Alaska, more especially as to the wealth of the coal 
lands.   

Senator Beveridge, in speaking to the Senate, 
took the ground that the value of the Alaska coal 
fields, which was estimated the other day before 
the Committee on Territories at $1,800,000,000, 
far exceeds that amount.  He thought that 
$2,000,000,000 was not too much.  He said the 
total area was 12,667 square miles and the time 

would come when it would be enormously valuable 
as a reserve fuel supply for the whole nation. 

Senator Beveridge’s introduction of the two bills 
he presented today means that the Alaskan bill, to 
change the form of government there is dead.  
Senator Beveridge will not press it further.  This is 
the bill which the Administration has strongly 
urged.  Senator Beveridge has now set out on new 
lines to protect the interests of Alaska. 

One of the bills would provide for withdrawals of 
all Alaska coal lands by act of Congress and the 
other would provide that coal deposits shall be 
leased on royalty, the title to be kept in the 
Government and the deposits to be handled apart 
from the surface. 

Senator Beveridge wanted the bills referred to 
the Committee on Territories, but Senator Nelson 
insisted on them going to Public Lands, and they 
were so referred.  Senator Beveridge said there 
would be no local government in Alaska for years, 
and he wanted the Territories Committee to look 
after the welfare of the Territory with respect to its 
minerals, mines, fisheries, public lands, and the 
like. 

When the bills were referred to his committee 
Senator Nelson said the Public Lands Committee 
was at work on coal land legislation which would 
adequately protect the public domain. 

In his speech Senator Beveridge referred to the 
testimony of Messrs. Birch and Steele, of the 
Alaska syndicate, as startling. 

The developments today are of the more 
interest, as Messrs. Birch and Steele have asked 
to be heard by the committee which is investigating 
the Ballinger-Pinchot controversy. 
 
{Senator Beveridge has now jumped to the other 
foot – the inclination is that Jud. Welliver, has 
agreed not to “roast hell out of him” in the April No. 
of Hamptons Magazine.  But his bill is so bad that I 
shall appose it as earnestly as possible!!!} 

Diary 17,  1910 
February  24 

-24th - 
Hearing today before the Committee on Territories, 
House, on my bill to abolish the Association Placer 
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Mining claim & power of attorney in. Alaska.  I 
spoke for two hours -answering questions etc. 
On yesterday, in the Senate, Senator Beveridge 
conceded that his fool bill for enacting an 
appointive military legislature in Alaska was dead. 
 
[clipping] 

COAL DEPOSITS IN ALASKA 
 
Mr. BEVERIDGE introduced the following bills, 
which were read twice by their titles: 
 

A bill(S. 6706) to reserve coal deposits in Alaska; 
and  

A bill (S. 6707) to provide for leasing coal 
deposits in Alaska. 

Mr. BEVERIDGE.  I ask that the bills be referred 
to the Committee on Territories. 

Mr. NELSON.  Mr. President, the bill in reference 
to leasing coal lands should go to the Committee 
on Public Lands.  I do not think legislation of that 
kind belongs to the Committee on Territories.  I 
move that the bills be referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 

Mr. BEVERIDGE.  I do not know, Mr. President, 
that I shall have great objection to that reference 
just at present, though before I proceed further I 
want to say that I think in the future all matters, 
whether affecting fisheries or minerals or lands or 
transportation or courts or affecting anything else 
which exclusively concerns the district of Alaska 
should be referred to the Committee on Territories. 

Since it appears that, in the immediate future at 
least we are not to have a local government for 
Alaska, and since it is plain that for the present we 
must continue to legislate here in Washington for 
Alaska in all particulars, it would seem that one 
committee could handle all affairs relating to 
Alaska in greater harmony and with more 
connected knowledge and intelligence than several 
committees.  It is a more rational and certainly a 
safer method of legislation. 
For example, some years ago, as the Senator well 
knows, the fish-tax law with respect to Alaska was 

repealed, the repeal of which, to use the Senator’s 
own language, impaired the Alaska 

Diary 17,  1910 
February  24 

24 
[clipping continued] 
Fund, which is the most valuable single practical 
law we have there, and which I think the Senator 
from Minnesota himself originated.  Yet that bill 
dealing with Alaska was not considered by the 
Committee on Territories, although it had its effect 
upon the government and administration of that 
Territory.  So with various other subjects. 

As soon as the question of statehood is out of 
the way the Committee on Territories might as well 
be called the “Committee on Alaska,” and so on.  
For it will then have no other duties to perform 
except to care for legislation concerning Alaska. 

Since this legislation is more or less interwoven 
with the welfare of the district, its people, and the 
government thereof, intend to present some 
remarks upon it.  It would seem to be better if all 
subjects relating to this one great district should be 
handled by one committee instead of by several 
committees. 

In saying this, Mr. President, of course I do not 
mean in any wise to disparage the eminent ability 
of other committees to take care of the respective 
subjects which are assigned to them.  It is merely a 
matter of wise procedure and harmonious action 
and safe and comprehensive legislation. 

Bills, for instance, concerning the disposition of 
coal lands and other deposits, and I suppose all 
lands in Alaska, heretofore have gone to the 
Committee on Public Lands.  That is an excellent 
committee, of course, and the chairman of no 
committee in the Senate at present or in the past is 
a better chairman than the present chairman as to 
ability and experience and industry and integrity. 

 
Etc.  This diorhea of words went on for two or 

three columns and was enough to arouse Senator 
Nelsons anger, for he has always had Alaskan 
legislation before his committee & he went after 
Beveridge as follows: 
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[clipping] 
Mr. NELSON.  Mr. President, I understand the 

Senator from Indiana consents to a reference of 
the bills to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. BEVERIDGE.  Certainly, as to these bills and 
for the present. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT.  The Chair so 
understands. 

Mr. NELSON.  I simply want to say that the 
Committee on Public Lands is now considering this 
matter of coal-lands legislation in connection with 
other matters, and I have no doubt that the 
committee will in due season propose suitable 
legislation to cover it.  Whether the committee will 
confine themselves to mere remarks or not I can 
not say, but they certainly will propose some 
suitable legislation. 

 
Nelson will probably hold him straight. 

Diary 17,  1910 
February  25-26 

-25 - 
Had an hour and a half again before the Com. on 
Territories on the Alaska bill - Mining law, and 
evidently the Committee is favorable.  It went over 
to final action until next Thursday - This mornings 
Post had this complimentary statement about 
yesterday’s hearing: 
 
[clipping] 
Graphic Picture of Alaska. 
A graphic picture of Alaska, with her millions of 
gold lying hidden beneath hundreds of feet of 
frozen earth, was drawn by Delegate James 
Wickersham yesterday in a statement before the 
House committee on Territories in support of a bill 
for the revision of the Alaskan mining laws. 

-26th - 
My hearing on Alaska bills goes over till next 
Thursday. 
Have about finished a bill for amendment of Alaska 
fisheries law - then one to build lighthouses at 
Capes Spencer, St Elias & Resurrection - & then 
get them through - that’s my present plan of 
operations!  

Diary 17,  1910 -Feb. 27th  - 

February  27 [clipping] 
PLEA FOR ALASKA 

MADE BY BISHOP 
Episcopal Prelate Declares 

Wealth of Country is 
Being Stolen 

COAL LANDS SOLD 
FOR $10 AN ACRE 

Rt. Rev. Rowe Declares Northern 
Possession Needs Protection 

at Washington. 
Criticism of the United States Government for 

the methods of administering laws in Alaska and 
protest against the taking of the people’s birthrights 
by the  sale of valuable coal lands for $10 an acre. 
were voiced by the Rt. Rev. P. T. Rowe, D. D., 
bishop of the Alaskan diocese of the Episcopalian 
Church, in an address at the Church of the 
Epiphany this morning. 

Bishop Rowe’s verdict was impressive by virtue 
of the deliberateness and briefness with which he 
touched upon these matters, which at this time, are 
before the public as national issues.  The 
churchman is in Washington to urge upon the 
members of Episcopal congregations the necessity 
for financial aid if the work he ahs so far been 
successful in leading is to be continued.  A 
mission, equal in importance, is to place before 
officials of the Government the recognition Alaska 
deserves because of its promised future 
importance as one of the greatest territorial 
properties of America. 

Protection Needed. 
Beginning with a brief history of the Alaska 

purchase and its acquirement b y this Government 
in 1742, Bishop Rowe went immediately into his 
plea for the United States citizens of the far North. 
“The Government records,” said Bishop Rowe, 
“speak most eloquently of the inestimable wealth 
and future prospects of Alaska.  These vast natural 
resources-deposits of gold, coal and other 

Diary 17,  1910 
February  27 

27 
[clipping continued] 
minerals - belong to the people. They should not 
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be frittered away by unthinking legislators and 
officials for the mere pittance of $10 an acre of 
land that, with increases in transportation facilities, 
will in a short time be worth many times as much.  
The property should be conserved, so no one but 
the people will get what rightfully belongs to them 
and them alone. 

There Many Years. 
Bishop Rowe has spent many years in Alaska.  

As he told his audience this morning, he has 
acquainted himself not only with the spiritual needs 
of its people, but also with their governmental 
needs.  His pioneer work in establishing Episcopal 
missions and the resultant knowledge of the 
people and conditions of the country, he has 
become known as an authority on the subject he 
took this morning. 

“Because, sometimes, people who get down to 
Washington as representatives of Alaska are not 
the best and truest to advise Congress to do the 
right thing for our Northern possession, we have 
not the laws we are entitled to or the recognition 
we should have. 

It is because of the present system of laws in 
regard to our valuable fisheries that the 
$11,000,000 and more that has been made from 
the seal and fishing banks has not remained in 
Alaska.  Nor has even a fair percentage of it 
remained. 

Cannot Be Disputed 
“I say what I do about Alaska’s representation in 

Washington, deliberately, publicly and boldly, 
knowing that it cannot be disputed.  The 
Government helped, it is true, in many ways.  
However, where we should have hundreds we get 
the pennies.  In the majority of cases the 
Government is helping only in a picayunish way.” 

Bishop Rowe concluded with a recital of the work 
of establishing missions, and of the good all 
churches have done in bettering the terrible moral 
and social conditions in which the natives were left 
when the Territory was turned over to this 
Government. 
 

If the bishop is correctly quoted he is either a fool 
or a liar & I cant tell which.  He assured me only 
two days ago of his most earnest and hearty 
support! 
It is a most unfortunate talk & adds another pound 
to my burden. 

Diary 17,  1910 
February 28  

-28th - 
The bishop was a fool and not a liar.  He was 
playing at politics - a game not included in his, and 
he “slopped over”.  He has just been in today to 
explain to me that he was incorrectly quoted, and 
he wrote me a letter saying so, and saying that he 
favors my bills etc. etc. 
He told me that he talked to the President, who 
spoke harshly about me, but also said that the 
Alaska Legislature bill was dead - and I am 
satisfied! 
The President is sore about things Alaskan - the 
Ballinger -Pinchot matter & my fight are both very 
sore spots with him.  We are sending the Times a 
copy of the Bishop’s letter and asked them to 
correct their mistake – but poor old slow Truth – he 
is slow! 

Diary 17,  1910 
March   

-March 1st 1910- 
[clipping] 
RECORD OF TAFT’S FIRST YEAR IN THE 
PRESIDENCY 
Washington Dispatch to the New York World. 

On March 4 William H. Taft will have 
completed one year’s service as President of the 
United States.  What he undertook to perform, 
what he actually accomplished, and what still 
hangs in the balance, so far as the larger 
propositions of policy are concerned, is made 
clearly apparent from these tables: 

WHAT PRESIDENT TAFT HAS 
ACCOPLISHED. 

Revision of the tariff, in his judgment 
downward, giving free hides, leather, boots and 
shoes, oil and lower rates on coal and lumber. 

A provision taxing the earnings of corporations. 
A court of customs appeals. 
A maximum and minimum tariff. 
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A law limiting appropriations in Porto Rico. 
Compelled the prosecution of the tobacco trust 

and the Standard Oil Company. 
Appealed the famous Panama libel suit against 

the World, which was thrown out of court by Judge 
Hough. 
IN ADDITION TO TARIFF REVISION, 
PRESIDENT TAFT NAMED AS PARAMOUNT 
POLICIES 

A Federal incorporation law. 
Separate Statehood for Arizona and New 

Mexico. 
A postal savings bank system. 
Amendments to the interstate commerce laws, 

including the creation of a commerce court. 
An elaborate plan for conserving natural 

resources. 
A new form of civil government for Alaska. 
To expedite litigation in Federal courts. 
An investigation of the Ballinger-Pinchot 

controversy. 
A law limiting the use of injunctions. 
An investigation into the increased cost of 

living. 
The issue of reclamation certificates. 
Amendments to the Sherman antitrust act. 
Prosecution of the beef trust. 
 

The Washington Post in its Record for Taft puts the 
Alaska Bill as one of the Paramount Issues. 

X                X 
Diary 17,  1910 
March  1 

1 
And then Admits Defeat of it. 
 
[clipping continued] 
WHAT PRESIDENT TAFT WILL OBTAIN FROM 
HIS LEGISLATIVE PROGRAM. 

Separate Statehood for Arizona and New 
Mexico. 

A postal savings bank bill, but unsatisfactory, 
and constituting merely the entering wedge. 

Two or three features included in the 
conservation scheme, although nine bills were 
introduced to make it effective. 

To expedite litigation in Federal courts, if there 
is time. 

The issue of $30,000,000 in reclamation 
certificates. 

A railroad bill, somewhat changed, but along 
the general lines indicated by Attorney General 
Wickersham. 

A congressional investigation of the Ballinger-
Pinchot controversy. 

An inquiry by the Senate into the increased 
cost of living. 
PRESIDENT TAFT’S MEASURES WHICH HAVE 
STRUCK SNAGS AND ARE THREATENED WITH 
 DESTRUCTION AT THIS SESSION. 

The act providing for a system of Federal 
incorporation is marooned in the Senate judiciary 
committee, and no steps are being taken to 
consider and report it.  The understanding is that 
no action on it will be attempted, and the President 
has acquiesced in that program. 

The postal savings bank bill will pass the 
Senate in a form entirely unsatisfactory to Western 
senators, and may meet fierce opposition in the 
House.  The President will be satisfied to have it go 
through in any form, believing that amendments 
can be obtained in the future to make it more 
complete and effective. 

The railroad bill-which, it is declared by legal 
experts, will undo all that was accomplished by the 
Hepburn act, and leave the situation the same as 
or worse than prior to its enactment-will pass the 
Senate with but little change from the Wickersham 
draft; but that cannot be accomplished without six 
weeks or two months of warm debate.  The bill will 
be bitterly assailed by the progressive Republicans 
and the Democrats. 

The Alaskan civil government bill has already 
been abandoned, and no further effort will be 
made to pass it at this session. 

 
The result is satisfactory but I have paid a high 
considuation for it - the President is personally 
angry at me & my influence with the Administration 
is gone - but the bill is dead! 
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Diary 17,  1910 
March  1-2 

-1- 
and I don’t need the President or the 
Administration more than they need me - so there 
now. 
 
{This is a specimen of Truth trying to catch up with 
a lie.} 
 
[clipping] 

BISHOP DECLARES HE WAS MISQUOTED 
Alaskan Delegate Informed by Rev. 

Rowe that His Sermon Did not 
Reflect on Representative. 

 
Delegate Wickersham, of Alaska, takes 

exceptions to the published reports of an address 
of Bishop Peter Trimble Rowe, of Alaska, at the 
Church of the Epiphany, feeling that the remarks 
attributed to the bishop may be construed as 
reflecting on his official acts as a Representative in 
Congress of the Alaska people. 

Bishop Trimble {Rowe}, in a letter to Delegate 
Wickersham, asserts he was misquoted.  He states 
that he said people came to Washington from 
Alaska as advertisers of Congress whom I 
consider utterly unworthy representatives of the 
general public opinion of Alaska. 
Bishop Trimble {Rowe}, in his letter, declares that 
he had no reference to the official representatives 
of Alaska, but, on the contrary, is in full sympathy 
with their efforts. 

-2- 
Recd, letter from Sec. of Navy saying “The 
department is deeply interested in the question of 
obtaining an adequate supply of coal for the use of 
the Navy in the Pacific and will bring the matter (of 
my national fuel reserve bill) to the attention of the 
President as you requested.” 

Diary 17,  1910 
March  4-5 

-4th - 
We started to hear the bill for doing away with the 
Power of Atty. & Assoc. placer mining claim in 
Alaska, before the House Com. on Ter. this 
morning.  Recd, letter from Sec. of Interior 
Ballinger in opposition.  The letter was written by 

Clements - a fool lawyer who was never west of 
the Miss. River & did not understand what he was 
writing about.  I am disgusted with Ballinger. 
Telegraphic report that a fatal and rather extensive 
explosion of powder at Treadwell Mines killed 
several men yesterday. 

-5th - 
Things running quietly - Learn that Gov. Clark is 
coming to Washington.  That means trouble - I 
suppose. 

Diary 17,  1910 
March  6 

-6th - 
The Ballinger - Pinchot Investigation is dragging 
along - it will amount to nothing as an investigation 
but the result is bad so far as Mr. Taft & the 
Republican Party are concerned.  I am ready for 
the beginning of the contest before the House 
Com. on Territories tomorrow.  Whether the 
Chairman will permit Fink to lead us into a contest 
seems doubtful.  Fink may represent Richardson & 
the Taft idea or Guggenheim ideas, or just his own 
intense desire to try a law suit.   If the latter he will 
not get far, but if the administration is beginning 
again to push the Beveridge bill I may have to take 
off my coat and go into battle - which I will do if I 
am forced & not otherwise. 

Diary 17,  1910 
March  7 

-7th - 
Fink spent & hours today in a strong effort to 
convince the House Com. on Ter. that the 
Beveridge - Hamilton bill for the appointment of a 
military legislature in Alaska is the correct thing to 
do.  He is a sharp, shrewd & vigorous lawyer & 
made a strong presentation of the matter from his 
standpoint.  The strongest point he made was 
based on my letter to Hoggatt of Jany 9, 1907, 
wherein I took almost the same stand. 
Also the Sec. of the Interior has written a fool letter 
to Chairman Hamilton of House Com. on Ter. 
strongly opposing the passage of my bill amending 
the mining law - McKenzie & I went over today & 
talked with Asst. Sec. Price & atty. Finney & they 
agreed to withdraw the letter & write another 
approving the bill. 

Diary 17,  1910 -8th - 
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March  8 Hearing before House Com on Ter. continued.  
Fink talked all morning & we will continue 
tomorrow. 

Went over to See Senator Piles today & he 
attempted to persuade me to yield to the Presidents 

views on appointive legislature for Alaska - of 
course I could not, but told him -& later told Senator 
Dillingham who sought to persuade me along the 

same line, that I would read over the Senate 
amended bill and would suggest what additional 

changes ought to be made - in the event its 
passage is forced on me. (Dillingham also 

suggested that I prepare & give to him a clause for 
the election of a single house with an executive 

brake in the veto - he seems to think such a 
suggestion might be satisfactory) 

Diary 17,  1910 
March  9 

-9th - 
Fink talked 2 hours again today - the matter is 
drawing out and I am willing - I intend to let them 
take as much time as possible & then talk on my 
side as long as possible to talk the matter to death. 

Went over to take Senator Dillingham my 
amendments to the Amended Beveridge bill - I 
provide that 8 members to be elected & the 
Governor shall be the Alaskan legislature.  He said 
he & Senator Nelson would consider it & then talk 
to the President. 
McKenzie went over and talked to Senator Piles & 
reports him to be against us - hard - Recd, nice 
letters in return to those thanking Senators Borah, 
Frazier & Heyburn for aiding us to defeat the 
Beveridge Bill. 

Diary 17,  1910 
March  10-11 

-10th - 
Nothing today in Alaska hearing. 

-11th - 
Alaska hearing today – Fink finished his statement 
and put Capt. Hall against the job – Hall made a 
strong statement against Fink, much to his 
disappointment.  I have prepared a statement for 
Messrs Graham & Madison for use in examining 
Birch when he goes on the stand before the Joint 
Com. on Examination in Ballinger-Pinchot 
investigation.  I will see that he gets X examined 

and he will not be aided as he was by Senator 
Beveridge in the hearing before Beveridge’s Com - 
then it was a “whitewash.” 

Diary 17,  1910 
March  12 

-12th - 
The attempt to foist an appointive military 
legislature upon Alaska is neither dead nor 
sleeping.  The scheme is working down deep and 
vigorously - but working hard. 
The scheme now is to keep that part of Alaskan 
legislation before the Committees and to prevent 
any other bills from being considered.  The 
“Interests” are taking the cue and running to the 
support of the “Administration” - by talking about 
“party loyalty” - “the administration” etc. and stand-
ing in with the Presidents ideas they secure 
immunity from attack from my bills & thus kill two 
thirds with the President’s weapons - gain his favor 
and defeat my bills.  Well it means work and war 
and I shall have to go at ‘em. 

Diary 17,  1910 
March  13-14 

-13th - 
Sent Barney over to New York this afternoon to 
see Hamptons Magazine about distribution of the 
Alaskan edition in Alaska.  They have written me 
several letters & it cannot be explained to them by 
letter, so he went over to see about it & to advise 
with them. 

-14th - 
Alaska hearing on today - Capt. Ferguson - 
testified for the Administration bill against an 
elective legislature. It now looks as if every scamp 
who has a scheme to rob Alaska is trying to get 
behind the Presidents bill & make it appear that he 
and his schemes are Administration.  Fink, 
Hoggatt, & the “Guggenheim Lobby” are lining up 
for the fray. 

Diary 17,  1910 
March  15 

-15th - 
Barney back from New York.  He arranged things 
the best possible with Hamptons.  He brought me 
an advance copy of Hamptons Magazine for April 
1910 - containing the first chapter of their Alaska 
Story.  They give me a prominent part -and in fact 
the most prominent in the chapter.  I am quite 
pleased about it, except in one part they say I 
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accused the President of maintaining a lobby in 
Washington - which is not true.  Otherwise the 
story is reasonably correct. 
I am much concerned about the effect of the 
Ballinger-Pinchot affair on our Alaskan matters - it 
now seems to me as if we might not get any 
Alaskan legislation - certainly none that is good. 

Diary 17,  1910 
March  16 

-16th - 
We had a great row in the Com. on Ter. today.  
Hoggatt & Fink & the “lobby” are making a great 
effort to break down my fight, and they are bringing 
every representative of the “big interests” before 
the Com.  I shall do the best I can & let it go at that. 
- but I’ll beat them in the end 
 
[clipping] 

ALASKANS IN A CLASH 
EXCHANGE “COMPLIMENTS” AT COMMITTEE 

HEARING. 
Charges and Counter Charges by 

Former Governor and Present 
Delegate 

“Betrayer of confidence,” “turncoat,” “misstater of 
facts” and other terms of equal warmth were 
exchanged today by ex-Gov. Hoggatt of Alaska 
and Delegate Wickersham of the same territory 
during the hearing of the House committee on 
territories, held for the purpose of considering Mr. 
Wickersham’s bill providing a new government for 
the arctic province.  For a time it looked as though 
Mr. Hoggatt and Mr. Wickersham would come to 
the book-throwing state in their exchange of 
courtesies, but Chairman Hamilton poured great 
quantities of oil on the troubled waters in the shape 
of soothing words and they did not do each other 
bodily harm. 

The fun started when Mr. Hoggatt insisted upon 
reading a letter received from Mr. Wickersham 
while the latter was on the bench and the former 
was in the governor’s chair.  Mr. Hoggatt insisted 
that the words “in confidence” which Mr. 
Wickersham had headed the letter ceased to have 
weight the moment the writer left the bench. 

Read Letter to Committee. 

Besides that, Mr. Wickersham had made the 
committee think, Mr. Hoggatt said, that the latter 
would show a lot of things that it did not.  Therefore 
he read it, while Mr. Wickersham scowled darkly. 

In the missive Mr. Wickersham patted Mr. 
Hoggatt on the back for opposing a change in the 
form of government and pitched into various 
prominent men in the territory. One man in 
particular was characterized as a “dirty old 
democrat” and “worthless white trash”.  After 
hearing the latter the committee decided that it was 
too “warm” to put into the record, so appointed a 
committee to edit it and cut out Mr. Wickersham’s 
references to prominent citizens. 

Mr. Hoggatt accused Mr. Wickersham of facing 
squarely about on the change of government idea 
and then of trying to misrepresent him to the 
people and the President. 

Population Is Dwindling. 
George K. McCloud, manager of the Fairhaven 

Water Company, a corporation mining for gold on 
Seward peninsula, was also heard by the 
committee and opposed any change in the present 
order of things.  He said that practically no one 
remains in Alaska through the winter if he has 
money enough to get out before the snow flies, 
and asserted that the population is dwindling in 
direct ratio to the “petering out” of the placer mining 
claims. 

Mr. Wickersham cross-examined Mr. McCloud 
and attempted to prove that he knew very little 
about actual conditions in the territory. 

Diary 17,  1910 
March  17-18 

-17th - 
St Patrick killed snakes this day many years ago.  
Nothing about Alaska bill today - This afternoon a 
great contest on in the House - the Democrats 
aided by Republican “Insurgents” or rather 
“Independents” are in revolt against the arbitrary 
and unjust action of the regular organization Com. 
on Rules, and seem determined to reorganize that 
much of the regular party plan. They have a united 
majority – two opposing minorities by uniting an the 
majority – and the Regulars under Speaker 
Cannon are fighting for time & chance - which they 
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need to live. 
-18th - 

The fight in the House lasted all night long - both 
parties remain 

Diary 17,  1910 
March  18 

18 
ing in the room and quarreling like husband and 
wife - from 12 o’clock yesterday until 4:50 this 
afternoon - 29 hours!  The “Regulars” have agreed 
to compromise and enlarge the Committee on 
Rules by putting some “Insurgents” and 
“Democrats” on and this gave them a fair chance. 
Nothing in Alaska except that Fink, Hoggatt, etc. 
are gathering a “lobby” to fight everything I want 
here hoping to break me down & thus get through 
their extreme measures. Every interest in Alaska 
opposed to the amendments I want is running to 
get in with the President’s legislative plan and thus 
get immunity and becoming an administration 
supporter. Right is not always strength - but I can’t 
change or quit. 

Diary 17,  1910 
March  19-21 

-19th - 
Spectacular fight in House of Rep. by allied forces 
of Democrats & Insurgents defeated the regular 
Republican organization & drove Speaker Cannon 
from his position of power as chairman of the 
Rules Com.  It was the most dramatic fight ever 
seen in the House. 

-20th – 
Am preparing a written brief on the Alaska 
legislative situation.  Beautiful Sunday.  Debbie is 
sick - nothing serious but just enough to keep her 
in the room. 

-21st - 
Nothing before Com. on Alaska - 
Joslin here & disappointed that nothing seems 
certain about Alaska Ry legislation.  Have rewritten 
Joslin’s Alaska Railway Guarantee 

Diary 17,  1910 
March  21 

21 
of-interest bill, and will introduce it at once.  I have 
struck out as many of the bad features as I can 
see, and still find enough with what I have added 
to make a good bill.  There is, of course, no 
possible hope of its passage, but I think it ought to 

be put on exhibition and may be it can be passed 
at a later date. 
Gov. Walter E. Clark, today sent me word by Joslin 
that he did not intend to interfere with my duties as 
delegate or attempt in any way to influence 
legislation against me -that he had some 
departmental work & that when that was done he 
would go home.  Good boy - hope he will behave 
nicely. 

Diary 17,  1910 
March  24 

-24th - 
We had Joslin before the Com. on Ter. day before 
yesterday & he went back on me to this extent that 
he advised a bill for a Ter. Legislature partly 
elective and partly appointive -the latter element to 
predominate - 
Yesterday a man from New York who has a 
summer mining scheme in Alaska -name Powell - 
advocated an appointive & criticized the character 
of Alaskans most unmercifully! 
Fink, Hoggatt, et al. are making a personal matter -
lobbying with the members etc. and bringing every 
power to bear to push their job through.  I am 
almost alone in the defense - my friends are 
seeking compromise & giving way half & like Joslin 
- but I never will yield a hair in favor of an 
appointive legislature. 

Diary 17,  1910 
March  24 

24 
Yesterday (23) I sent copies of the photographic 
letter & account which H. J. Douglas gave me - 
Carson’s letter & Morrissey’s account to Katalla 
Co. for bribing Jury in Hasey case - to Dan 
Sutherland, U. S. Marshal, Juneau, advising him 
that I thought these men ought to be indicted for 
jury fixing etc. 
Had a “hot time” before the Ter Com. this forenoon 
with Hoggatt - but I cross examined him for a few 
minutes & will continue it tomorrow.  Shackleford 
was present & will I hope go on the witness stand 
also.  I am preparing to tear them to pieces as 
nearly as possible.  The Com tried to prevent it - 
but I insisted that they had allowed the charges by 
Hoggatt & Fink - that I once had a different view - 
now I was entitled to a hearing. 
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Diary 17,  1910 
March  25 

-25th - 
Had another hour and a half with Gov. Hoggatt this 
morning.  He is on the witness stand before the 
Committee on Territories.  House, denouncing my 
efforts to secure an elective legislature in Alaska & 
in aid of the Presidents scheme to put an 
appointive house on us. I am trying to show his 
active aid and sympathy for the Guggenheim-
Morgan crowed etc.  He admitted that he and the 
Treadwell Mine Co. owned the “Juneau Record,” a 
newspaper at Juneau - he admitted that he fought 
Harlan, Dist. Atty. account of Hasey’s murder & got 
him removed etc. etc.   
He also admitted that he was supporting O’Connor 
for Delegate –O’Connor the candidate of the 
Western Federation of Miners. Hoggatt’s 
examination was adjourned for a week. 

Diary 17,  1910 
March  25 

25 
and beginning with Alaska -Railroad bills on 
Monday I propose to fight to have all my other bills 
disposed of before we return to the Legislative bill - 
I hope in that way to postpone the Taft Bill & beat it 
past the date of adjournment if not otherwise.  
Every days postponement is a help. 
 
[clipping] 

BUSHWACKNG TERM 
USED BY HOGGATT 

Former Governor of Alaska 
Gives Strenuous Replies 

to Wickersham 
Delegate James Wickersham and former 

Governor Haggart, of Alaska, continued their 
interchange of personal opinions before the House 
Committee on Territories, considering a bill for a 
territorial form of government of Alaska, this 
morning. 

When the committee adjourned, subject to call of 
the chairman, Mr. Wickersham told the committee 
that he had not finished his examination of Mr. 
Hoggart and that he proposed to “show up” later 
the latter’s mission in Washington. 

The trend of Delegate Wickersham’s questions 
was to imply that former Governor Hogart is 

friendly to the officers of the Guggenheim-Morgan 
syndicate in Alaska.  Here is some of the dialogue, 
the questions being put by the Delegate and the 
answers being given by Mr. Hoggart: 

“You’ve been log-rolling down here in 
Washington three winters, fighting the work of the 
Delegate from Alaska?” 

“No. I was opposed to the territorial form of 
government then, and am now.” 

“You voted for my opponent, Corson, although 
you didn’t agree with all his views?” 

“Yes, I wanted to get a man down here to stop 
this busy-whacking indulged in by you and some 
other people. I would have voted for a yellow dog 
to bring that about.” 

Mr. Wickersham examined the former executive 
at length concerning the hold the Alaska syndicate 
has upon all the railroads and steamship lines in 
Alaska. 

In a majority of instances Mr. Hoggatt replied that 
he didn’t know of his own knowledge, and that he 
did not accept hearsay evidence as readily as did 
his questioner. 

Diary 17,  1910 
March  26 

-26th - 
Ballinger-Pinchot Hearing. 
Birch & Steel were on the witness stand [Ballinger-
Pinchot Hearing] yesterday & today & they were 
cross examined. It was not a fixed or hacked jury 
as it was before the Senate Com. I had posted 
Graham & Madison - & the whole Com – jumped 
on Birch. — he undertook to explain his testimony 
before the Sen. Com. & minimize it – but he only 
made it worse. 
 
[clipping] 

John N. Steele, of the legal staff of the Morgan-
Guggenheim syndicate was called to the stand.  
He explained that he had asked permission to 
testify because of a magazine or newspaper story 
to the effect the Guggenheims had paid various big 
sums of money to the Cunningham claimants.  The 
witness presented an expense account which, he 
said, formed the only expenses incurred in 
connection with the Cunningham cases, and the 
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only money spent by the syndicate in this 
connection.  The amount was slightly more than 
$1000. 

A long argument then ensued at to the 
admissibility of a report made by a coal expert, 
Storrs by name to the syndicate.  Steele objected 
strenuously on the ground it was making private 
affairs public.  The committee finally admitted it.  
Brandeis explained that by it he expected to prove 
the solicitous interest of the Guggenheims in all the 
Alaska coal strikes. 

Steele then read a newspaper clipping as to 
certain statements made by Delegate Wickersham, 
of Alaska, before a House committee.  It said that 
the Guggenheims owned the fishes, the mines, the 
railroads, the steamship lines, and the rivers - all of 
Alaska. It was this sort of “stuff” which Steele said 
induced him and Birch to appear and set 
everybody right. 

Plea For Syndicate 
“We ought to have encouragement in the 

building of our Copper river railroad. It is the only 
enterprise of its kind in that country. 

“Now as to the Wickersham charges - he said we 
own all the fish - well, we only have $300,000 
worth out of about $2,000,000, which is the total 
production.  We only own 12 out of 28 of the 
steamers running to Alaska/we own one railroad, 
and have no coal, nor interest in any claims except 
the Cunningham group. 

“We want equal rights under the law with all 
others, in developing the country.  We have never 
attempted to shut out any others, or tried to stifle 
competition. We ought to receive any 
encouragement Congress can give us.” 

Continuing, Steele said that they wanted the 
jurisdiction, in so far as the making of rates on their 
Alaska railroad was concerned, kept with the 
Secretary of the Interior Department and not 
lodged with the Interstate Commerce Commission. 

“Why?” asked Representative Graham. 
“Well, it is so much quicker and more 

satisfactory,” the witness responded. 
“So, it is easier to get it through the Interior 

Department?” 
“I don’t think that question is a fair one,” the 

witness complained. 
“You’d rather deal with one man than with 

Congress, for instance?” insisted Graham. 
“I should say so,” answered the witness with 

alacrity. 
Diary 17,  1910 
March  27-28 

-27th - 
Easter Sunday - Mrs. Wickersham & Mrs. Peoples 
went to Easter services at the St. Aloysius Catholic 
Church – Mrs. P- mother & father were married in 
that church & then went to the Pacific coast. 
I took a long walk out to the Eastern limits - the 
flats near Benning etc. Am engaged in preparing a 
carefully prepared statement on the Status of 
Alaska. 

-28th - 
Hearing this forenoon before Com. on Ter. on 
Alaska Railroad Aid.  Hubbard from Valdes 
presented his proposed bill for a railroad from 
Valdes to Fairbanks - a special bill for govt. aid - I 
made a brief statement calling attention to my 
general bill for govt. aid - the Joslin bill as amended 
& expressed a friendly interest in both 

Diary 17,  1910 
March  29-31 

-29th - 
Nothing much - getting ready for presentation of 
Alaska bills to Com. on Ter. tomorrow.  Letter 
received by Com. on Ter. from Sec. of Interior 
Ballinger denouncing my bill abolishing power of 
Attorney and Association Placer Claims. Intend to 
ask for Pierce, Asst. Sec. to come before the Com. 
for examination.  Am working hard night & day 
preparing a careful legal statement to show what 
the Status of Alaska is. 

-30th - 
Am busy preparing statement of Status of Alaska. 

-31st - 
Hearing this forenoon before Com. of Mines & 
Mining on “Mine Inspection Law” for Alaska.  
Hoggatt present & wants to be heard - over till 
Monday. 

Diary 17,  1910 
April 1-2 

-1st - 
Hearing before House Com. on Ter. on Alaska 
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Railroads. - getting time extended on Short line & 
Solomon Rds. Preparing eulogy on Cushman. 

-2nd  - 
Darrell’s Birthday - 28!! My but Debbie is getting 
old! 

Delivered brief eulogy on Cushman today - 
H. K. Love, U.S. Marshal, Fairbanks before 
Ballinger-Pinchot Committee today - Gave Dudley, 
ex Register U.S. Land Office, Juneau, good record 
& said “Colliers Weekly” had offered him 5,000 to 
come & testify - presumably a bribe! Poor fool - 
that gets him into hot water - & 111 go after him 
through Colliers or the Com. 

Diary 17,  1910 
April 4 

-4th - 
Graham & Madison, two members of the Joint 
Committee on Investigation Ballinger - Pinchot 
were in this afternoon & I told them about Loves 
“grafting” letters & Dudley’s graft on coal men of 
Alaska - they will see to it that they are cross 
examined. 
Was before the Com. on Mines & Mining this 
morning. Hoggatt showed up & is waiting an 
opportunity to fight the bill etc.  I introduced papers 
& statements about loss of life at Treadwell etc.  I 
am preparing, at the request of the Committee, a 
statement showing the number of quartz mines 
engaged in work in Alaska - it is really astonishing 
to find how many there are.  I am putting off the 
Alaska govt. bill as long as possible,  hoping 
thereby to defeat it this session. 

Diary 17,  1910 
April 5-6 

-5th - 
The Beveridge Indiana Rep. Com adopted their 
State Platform today & one plank is as follows 
[clipping] 

Comprehensive laws for conservation of natural 
resources, especially that the coal deposits of 
Alaska shall be kept the property of the Nation, to 
be developed only under lease and payment of just 
royalties to the government. 

 
Com. on Ter. Hubbard’s “Railroad Bill.” 

-6th - 
Hearing before Com on Ter. and I took up the 

Insane Bill - for an appropriation etc. for Hospital 
for Insane in Alaska. 

Mrs. Humphreys has “gone off the reservation” - 
so to speak & refused to speak to me - cuts me 
dead - don’t know what its about & don’t care. 
Abe Spring here today trying to fix me up to back 
down on the Appointive Mil. Legislative Bill - but I 
wont back. 

Diary 17,  1910 
April 7 

-7th - 
I have had a strenuous time for 24 hours with Abe 
Spring, of Fairbanks.  He has been over in New 
York for some time & someone sent him over here 
(think it must have been Joslin or some one whom 
Joslin moved) to induce me to yield my views on 
the appointive feature of the Alaskan Legislative 
bill.  He saw Genl. Edwards & Gov. Clark & others 
& has spent hours with me arguing & talking & 
repeating what they told him etc. but I finally 
convinced him that not all the power of the 
President could make me yield & that I am 
unalterably opposed to any bill providing for even 
one appointive member of an Alaskan legislature. 
Abe went back to New York tonight searing at his 
want of influence - I lectured him - a Prussian Jew, 
for coming to the U. S. for liberty & then advocating 
a system which  

Diary 17,  1910 
April 7 

7 
must eventually bring the curse of power upon 
even the Jews in America. 

Hearing today before Com. on Territories on Ry 
situation, but Hamilton told Hubbard flatly that the 
Com. would not report a bill favoring any 
government aid to Railroads in Alaska - the Guggs 
cant get it & they will not let Hubbard. 
Personally, I attended before the Com. on Mines & 
Mining - on my bill for Mine Inspection in Alaska.  I 
talked & then Shackleford - the Treadwell Atty. who 
got pretty badly tangled up before he finished. We 
go ahead then tomorrow. 

Mrs. Peoples who has been at our hotel for 
nearly 3 months and visiting much with Debbie is 
going home on Sunday. 
Rainy & cold today. 
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Diary 17,  1910 
April 8 

-8th - 
I attended the Hearings before the H. R. Com. on 
Ter. and sent Barney to attend the Hearing before 
the Com. on Mines & Mining, where Shackleford & 
Hoggatt objected to the Mine Inspection Law.  
Before my Committee we examined Asst. Sec. of 
the Interior Pierce, on the mining bill.  He stolidly, 
stupidly and persistently - with all the gravity of a 
drunk owl, declared that the mining laws in Alaska 
are as nearly perfect as need be - that the mines 
in Miners Meetings could correct the evils 
complained of etc.  In short, he stood for the power 
of Attorney, the Association Claim and every evil of 
administration.  I will have a chance to cross 
examine him on next Wednesday and I may then 
get him to admit the evil of the present laws. 

Diary 17,  1910 
April 9-11 

-9th - 
Well I have got one bill “reported” - did you ever 
have a bill reported to the house?  It is the miners 
labor lien bill & is in charge of Mr. Good of Iowa, 
who signed, though I wrote, the Report.  They tell 
me it may go through and if it does I hope to get it 
through the senate. 

-10th - 
Mrs. Peoples went home today. 

-11th - 
Hearing before Ter. Com. today - Hoyt, Atty. Genl. 
Porto Rico & lately the Dist. Atty. at Nome, testified 
for an appointive Legislative Assembly in Alaska.  
Cole, Ch. of the Sub. Com. on my Lien Law is 
kicking because the bill was reported without his 
knowledge or consent! 

Diary 17,  1910 
April 12 

-12th - 
Abe Spring testified today before the Com. on Ter. 
As I expected he swelled up like the foreign 
Prussian Jew that he is and in a most pompous 
and important manner talked very loudly about 
matters of which he is most ignorant. I was patient 
until patience ceased to be a virtue & then I cross 
examined him with a fierceness that almost took 
his breath away. 
I made him say that he aided to prepare my 
platform plodding me to support a bill for an 

elective territorial legislature - then I severely asked 
him why he now to betray me & our mutual 
friends? & some other sharp and driving like blows 
of a hammer.   

Diary 17,  1910 
April 12 

12 
I made it very uncomfortable for him & he took his 
hat and left as soon as he could.  Yesterday I wrote 
letters to several Senators asking them to aid me in 
securing an amendment to the Railway Bill now 
before the Senate & the House extending the 
Interstate Commerce Law to Alaska – the original 
letter was written to Senator Jones of Wash. & 
copies sent to other Senators.  The matter is 
before the House and I am attending with an 
amendment of that purpose.  Fink is also fighting 
my labor lien law & Shackleford the inspection law 
– the lobby is determined that no Alaskan 
legislation shall pass if possible.  I do not now 
expect to secure the passage of any Alaskan law. 

Diary 17,  1910 
April 13 

-13th - 
1st Asst. Sec. of Interior Frank Pierce on the Stand 
in Com. on Ter. & gave my mining law the very 
hardest opposition he could. I x examined him and 
we got pretty personal - but finally I beat him out by 
offering the testimony of Brooks of the Geological 
Survey against him.  The Com. came to his aid & 
would not let me present Brooks testimony & I saw 
the point & refrained from pushing him. - Will 
myself introduce Brooks official statement. I am 
greatly disappointed that the Dept. of the Interior 
will not give Alaska any sympathetic aid etc. 
Telegraphed Tom Lloyd, McKinley party for 
Hamptons Magazine, who wants story of McKinley 
ascent. 

Diary 17,  1910 
April 14 

-14th - 
Was before Com. on Ter. myself on mining bill. 
[clipping] 

{Washington Times, April 14, 1910} 
ALASKANS REACHED MT. M’KINLEY’s TOP 

Delegate Wickersham Tells 
Why He Believes Lloyd 

Party Successful 
Judge James Wickersham, Delegate in the 
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House from Alaska, today expressed the opinion 
that there could be no doubt about the claims of 
Thomas Lloyd, Daniel Patterson, W.R. Taylor and 
Charles McGonnigle to having reached the summit 
of Mt. McKinley. 

Judge Wickersham is an expert mountain 
climber and in the summer of 1903 ascended Mt. 
McKinley to a height of about 12,000 feet.  He is 
intimately  acquainted with the four men who 
scaled the mountain.  He received two telegrams 
today from the financial backers of the expedition 
which has just reported its success. 

One of the telegrams was from E.W. Griffin, 
chairman of the committee which raised the funds 
to finance the expedition.  It reads: 

Claim Absolute Proof 
“Lloyd and three other sourdoughs planted Stars 
and Stripes Summit McKinley April 3, 3:25 p.m.  
Cook never there.  Absolute proof possession our 
party.  Alaska beans and bacon triumphant.” 

Another telegram was from Bill McPhee, the 
friend of all the miners. It read: 

“Lloyd and party reached summit Mt. McKinley 
April 3.” 

“When these boys claim they reached the top of 
McKinley,” said Judge Wickersham, “that settles it 
with me.  I know every one of them and I know 
they are straight.  I tried to reach the summit of 
McKinley in the summer of 1903 and failed.  
Because, of my experiences I predicted on several 
occasions that the only way to reach the top would 
be by means of an airship. 

Chopped Their Way. 
“Heretofore every one who attempted to scale the 

mountain waited until summer.  Any one who 
would suggest undertaking the task in the winter 
would be regarded as a fool.  These four boys  

Diary 17,  1910 
April 15 

- 14th - 
[clipping continued] 
made the journey in the winter and were 
successful.  I can see now why they were. In the 
summer everything is slipping and wet, and it is 
impossible to get a good foothold after you have 
climbed ten or twelve thousand feet.  When these 

fellows made their start it was 40 degrees below 
zero and the ice was as solid as a rock.  I believe 
they chopped their way to the top.” 

Judge Wickersham, who had previously 
denounced Dr. Frederick A. Cook for his claim that 
he had reached the summit of McKinley, was 
asked if the conditions at the top of the mountain 
reported by the Lloyd party were similar to those 
mentioned by Dr. Cook in his book on Mt. 
McKinley. 

“The Lloyd party,” said Judge Wickersham, 
“report bare rock on one of the peaks of the 
mountain.”  Dr. Cook, in his report of scaling the 
mountain, said that he found bare rock.  That is the 
one thing which might give the impression that 
Cook actually made the ascent to the top.  One of 
his photographs shows his guide holding a flag, 
surrounded by rocks, and that is the one significant 
similarity between the Lloyd reports and the 
statements of Dr. Cook.  I am convinced, however, 
that Cook’s photograph was taken at the top of a 
nearby peak, and not at the top of Mount McKinley. 

About the Data. 
“It should be remembered that if Cook left any 

data at the top of the mountain it would have been 
discovered by Lloyd.” 

Judge Wickersham said the expedition headed 
by Lloyd was organized for the purpose of 
demonstrating to the country that if the mountain 
could be scaled at all it could be done by the men 
living in the extreme northwest. 

“In that telegram from Griffin,” said Mr. 
Wickersham, “is the expression ‘Alaska beans and 
bacon triumphant.’ That is a bit of sarcasm on the 
part of the boys.  They don’t think much of these 
Eastern fellows who go out there with elaborate 
outfits, all kinds of scientifically prepared foods, 
leather puttees to protect their legs, etc.  These 
fellows were staked by the men in that section of 
the country.  Their grub consisted of bacon and 
beans, and Alaska will feel prouder of this feat than 
anything else that could have been done.” 

-15th - 
Made a last argument before the Com. on Ter. 
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today on my mining bill.  I think they will report it in 
a crippled and modified form.  Attend the House 
now daily to watch the Ry. bill, to see that the 
Interstate Commerce laws are extended to Alaska. 

Diary 17,  1910 
April 16-17 

-16th - 
Nothing much doing today so I am working on my 
statement against the Presidents Civil Govt. Bill. 
John L. Timmins from Fairbanks in town today.  
Lloyd of the Ter. Com. urges me to push my other 
Alaska Bills along -he thinks the enemy will fight to 
get the Legislative Bill passed, but intends to push 
my other bills ahead.  I hope so for I think we can 
beat their bill in the House or Senate on the 
Legislative Bill. 

-17th - 
A rainy Sunday - I am rewriting & amending my 
Mining Bill in an attempt to make it agree with the 
wishes of the Com -think I may thereby get the 
substance of what I want. 

Diary 17,  1910 
April 18 

-18th - 
[Glued Insert: official notification] Passed by the 
House, H.R. 24149, To create, establish and 
enforce a miners’ labor lien in the territory of 
Alaska.  [Stamped] April 18, 1910 
 
Got my first bill - The Miners Labor Lien bill - 
through the House today. Mr. Good of Iowa made 
the fight while I sat by his side coaching him when 
necessary. 

The bill extending the Time of the Solomon 
(Nome) Ry to complete its works & relieving it from 
taxation also passed - the House. 
I feel pretty “blue,” though, for the Fairbanks news-
papers, & grand jury & people generally seem to 
be wasting me from day to day - Evidently Judge 
Lyons, & my enemies have largely overcome my 
friends & certainly I am getting no credit there for 
anything I am doing here – have begun a bitter 
fight in the rear - but I’ll stand by my guns & beat 
the Beveridge bill with  

Diary 17,  1910 
April 18-20 

18 
Richardson’s cowardly attempt to betray us - & 
then I’ll go home & cuss them until I am satisfied. 

-19th - 
Hearing on “Fisheries Bill” before the Com. on Ter.  
I made the opening statement.  Brown, an attorney 
in Washington, D.C. appears for the Alaska 
Packers Assoc. 

-20th - 
Had interesting hearing before the Com. on Ter. on 
Fisheries Bill - & Insane Asylum bill; This last bill is 
rapidly coming to the matter of a Detention hospital 
at Fairbanks & Nome - I suggested that in Addition 
- but the Com. is inclined to make it the principal 
matter & to turn me down on the main bill. 
This bill giving the President the  

Diary 17,  1910 
April 20-22 

20 
power to withdraw public lands passed the house 
today - & the western men tried to throw Alaska 
over & get amendments to help themselves. -but 
the Demos & Insurgents beat them.  I did some 
active work & am pleased that we won out.  Alaska 
stands on equal footing with the rest of U. S. 
Territory. 

-21st - 
Railroad argument today before Com. on Ter.  I 
spoke an hour & a half and everybody from Alaska 
pleased. 

-22nd - 
Had a long talk with Secretary Ballinger this 
afternoon on the general subject of Hoggatt & Co. 
who are fighting Ballinger & me both.  He cannot 
do much, but said he intended to talk with 
Secretary Dickinson about the  

Diary 17,  1910 
April 22 

22 
matter.  When I told him Hitchcock had appointed 
Boyer, at the request of Hoggatt & Shackleford, he 
seemed surprised, but he is so overwhelmed with 
his troubles that I was almost sorry I bothered him. 

I also received a letter from Wikedel at Valdes, 
sending me a letter that he had received from E.A. 
Henderson, deputy Clerk of Fairbanks, asking W- 
& 15 of my friends there to fight me for 
renomination as Delegate.  He also sent me a copy 
of his reply which was a most scorching rebuke.  I 
have just sent copies to Judge Over field, and 
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have asked him most positively and forcefully to 
remove Henderson by telegraph. 
Have also written to Sutherland & sent him copies 
and asked him to see Over field & insist upon such 
prompt action. 

Diary 17,  1910 
April 23 

-23rd - 
The  President today appointed John Rustgard 
Dist. Atty. at Juneau and removed Dan Sutherland, 
United States Marshall, there, and appointed 
Faulkner in his place.  This is a clear cut victory for 
Hoggatt - Shackleford bunch of lobbyists. I knew 
they were fighting Boyce, whose time had expired, 
and also Dan, but I also knew that there was 
nothing I could do to aid either of them. 
This is a hard blow to my friends but while I regret 
it I cannot yield my opposition to the Administration 
appointive military legislature bill - which is the 
whole trouble - this is a victory for the 
Guggenheims & Clark is the 

Diary 17,  1910 
April 23-25 

23 
bridge over which they traveled to victory.  The 
administration has turned everything in Alaska over 
to Clark and he to the Alaska Syndicate. 
The president is very bitter in his denunciations of 
me & he is getting even - well I am sorry for Dan, 
but I can stand it.  I’ll try & get in a lick myself pretty 
soon. 

-25th - 
Went to see the Atty. Genl. about Dan.  Had a long 
talk with him and learned that the removal was 
made by the President upon charges of some 
personal nature made to him by Gov. Clark - he did 
not tell me what the charges were & only seemed 
himself to have a general idea - The whole trouble 
came from Clark. 

Diary 17,  1910 
April 26 

-26th - 
“Fisheries bill” up before Com on Ter. 
Recd. telegram from Dan saying that Clark’s 
proposition is an attempt to head off Boyce and 
Dan from investigating the Guggenheim bribery of 
jurors & witnesses at Juneau, & the consequent 
indictment of Jarvis & others.  The confirmation 
went over for a week - nothing done. 

I telegraphed Dan to come quick & bring all 
evidence in Hasey case & such as would connect 
Lyons with the bribery charges.  My idea is now to 
get Dan over here? and put them at work on that 
branch of the fight, viz. to make it plain that Dan & 
Boyce were removed for doing their duty & trying to 
prevent the corruption of the courts. 

Diary 17,  1910 
April 27 

-27th  - 
Recd, telegrams from Mass Meetings at Ketchikan 
and 
Skagway protesting vigorously against the removal 
of Sutherland and Boyce.  Also from Sutherland 
saying he will start East & be here May 10th.  Have 
telegraphed him to bring all evidence in Hasey 
Case etc.  H.J. Douglas who gave me copies of 
letter & account in Bribery by Corson, Jarvis & 
Bogle in Hasey case was in the office today.  Told 
me that Eccles sent for him & told him I had 
photographs & asked him how I got them etc.  D- 
denied having given them to me.  They seem 
greatly excited about the matters. 
Hearing today before House Com. on Ter. 
“Railroad in Alaska” with Joslin “up.”  Plenty of talk 
but no action for Alaska - Taft Administration is 
now seeking Revenge - Boo!! 

Diary 17,  1910 
April 28 

-28th - 
[clipping] 

{April 28th} BIG ROW ON IN ALASKA {Morning 
Post} 

Removal of Federal Officials 
Causes Partisan Wrangle. 

MAY INVOLVE GUGGENHEIMS 
Dismissal of District Attorney Boyce and 

Marshal Sutherland Likely to Result 
in an Investigation Into Territorial 

Affairs by Senate Committee-Gov. 
Clark Burned in Effigy at Juneau. 

A violent partisan wrangle, involving several Fed-
eral officials of Alaska, including Gov. Walter E. 
Clark, has been precipitated by the removal of 
District Attorney John J. Boyce and United States 
Marshal Daniel A. Sutherland at Juneau by 
President Taft. Incidentally, further misdemeanors 
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are laid at the door of the so-called Guggenheim 
interests. 

The officials named were summarily deposed 
last week, largely on the recommendation of Gov. 
Clark, who is in Washington.  The names of their 
successors were transmitted to the Senate on 
Monday.  The news of the dismissal apparently 
made a mighty stir in Alaska, for telegrams 
reached Washington yesterday announcing that 
the partisans of the ex-officials held meetings 
Tuesday night in Juneau, Skagway, Haines, 
Ketchikan, and Sitka, at which strong protests were 
registered and Gov. Clark was denounced. 

Clark Burned in Effigy. 
At Juneau, the dispatches state, the governor 

was burned in effigy, and the charges were freely 
circulated that the pending removals were due to 
Guggenheim influence. 

Senator Borah, of Idaho, it was learned last 
night, will endeavor to delay the confirmation of 
John Rustgard and Herbert L. Faulkner, who have 
been nominated, respectively, for the places of 
Boyce and Sutherland, until the truth concerning 
the mix-up is learned, and it is considered not 
unlikely that through his efforts the Senate judiciary 
committee may find itself busy on an investigation. 

Details of the dismissal of Boyce and Sutherland 
were scarce last night, but it was learned that the 
charges which were filed against them place them 
in an unfavorable light in regard to the arrest and 
trial of two prominent citizens of Juneau, who 
happened to be present at a fist fight between two 
editors of that place two months ago. 

Diary 17,  1910 
April 28-29 

28 
[clipping continued] 

Boyce and Sutherland, it is asserted, took up the 
matter of prosecuting the two men on the charge of 
having resisted an officer.  Efforts were made to 
have the cases dismissed, when it was found that 
there was little or no evidence against the citizens, 
but the two officials persisted in forcing a trial.  At 
the eleventh hour, it is said, the cases against the 
men failed. 

An investigation ordered by the Attorney General 

and conducted by Gov. Clark produced a report 
fastening allegations of extreme partisanship and 
bias on Boyce and Sutherland and needless 
persecution of respected citizens of Juneau. 

May Assail Governor. 
From the other side of the controversy there 

came the charges last night that the Guggenheim 
interests were at the bottom of the wrangle.  
Delegate Wickersham is understood to be 
contemplating a bitter onslaught on Gov. Clark and 
his supporters on these grounds. 

Gov. Clark last night refused to be drawn into the 
controversy through any sort of statement as to his 
side of it.  He smiled when he was told of the effigy 
burning, and said he thought he knew who some of 
the indulgents in the sport were.  He said he was 
not in the least concerned over the occurrence. 

The telegrams, which were from the mayor of 
Juneau and from persons in Seattle, stated the 
removals had been caused by the “interests” 
seeking to control Alaska. 

-29th - 
The “Post” called me up out of bed last night & I 
gave them some facts but they evidently had other 
information. – Fisheries before the Com on Ter. 
today Dr. Everman on the stand. 
 
[clipping]  
{“Star” this evening} 

Territorial Matters Considered. 
The attention of President Taft is much taken 

with Porto Rican and Alaskan matters.  Both Gov. 
Colton of Porto Rico and Gov. Clark of Alaska 
were at the White House today.  Gov. Colton has 
quieted the dissatisfied Porto Ricans, and Gov. 
Clark, with the exception of incurring the 
displeasure of a few elements in the cold territory 
of the northwest, has made good, it is said in 
official quarters. 

But the Porto Ricans are likely to break out at 
any time.  A large delegation of them now in 
Washington is here to urge the passage of a bill 
reorganizing the government of the island and 
giving citizenship.  Gov. Colton conferred with the 
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President about the bill and some of the 
amendments that are proposed.  If the bill does not 
pass the Porto Ricans will be greatly disappointed, 
some of them said today, and discontent will again 
break out. 

Gov. Clark’s troubles in Alaska, while aggravated 
at the present time, owing to a rumpus over the 
recent removal of officials and the nominations of 
others, are said to be less than any other governor 
of the territory ever had.  The Citizens there have 
long been split into factions, and are extremely 
partisan, saying hard things about each other.  
Some of the factions are now engaged in 
hammering Gov. Clark, but it is known to be the 
determination of the President to uphold him. 

Diary 17,  1910 
April 30 

-April 30th 1910- 
I was greatly surprised this morning when Stephen 
Birch, the managing director of the Alaska 
Syndicate called me up at breakfast and wanted to 
see me.  He came to my office at 9:30 and 
remained till 12 and then went over with me to the 
Next Varnum & took dinner with Debbie & me. 
Barney Goss was present at our whole forenoon 
conversation - which was a momentous one, for 
he, Birch, begged me to quit the fight and to give 
them terms of peace. 
He said, “What do you want us to do?  We will do 
anything you say.  Just say it and it will be done,” 
etc. etc. 
He wanted the fight against them stopped - but I 
said “Can you stop a prairie fire, when the whole 
great grassy plain is ablaze  

Diary 17,  1910 
April 30 

30 
and driven before a 50-mile gale? 
I denounced their Cordova paper, the stuffing of 
the Cordova ballot box, the fixing of the Valdez 
grand jury & the bribery of the Dep. Dist. Attorney 6 
then showed him the Douglas copies of John A. 
Carson’s letter to Jarvis, and the accompanying 
account, where the bribery of jurors and witnesses 
in the Hasey case was admitted, and approved by 
Boyle, and paid by Jarvis. 
He certainly was perturbed by these photographic 

copies of their criminality and begged me to quit. 
Plainly I told him I would when his people would 
quit their criminal practices and support my efforts 
to give a popular legislative government to Alaska.  
He went away unhappy, and  

Diary 17,  1910 
April 30 

-30 - 
I then filed my letters and charges including a copy 
of the two photographic exhibits with the Senate 
Committee on Judiciary in opposition to the 
confirmation of Faulkner & Rustgard for U.S. 
Marshal and Dist. Atty. respectively. 
I had also received another protest signed by the 
Mayor of Valdes against the removal of Sutherland 
& Boyce & the appointment of Faulkner & 
Rustgard.  Of course I cannot tell what the Com. 
will do, but I’ve done all I can with it, and if they 
confirm then I’ll give the whole matter out to the 
press and magazines. 
I may be defeated finally on my fight against the 
Taft appointive military legislative bill, but they 
know that Alaska has a Delegate at any rate. 

Diary 17,  1910 
May 1-2 

-May 1st - 
Had a nice Sunday ride through the Soldiers Home 
Park today.  Beautiful warm Sunday & we enjoyed 
our ride very much. 

-2nd - 
Went to see Senator Jones about amending the 
R.R. bill so as to extend Inter State Commerce 
laws to Alaska, to repeal part of act of 1898 giving 
Sec. Of Interior power to fix rates & also to keep 
Inter State Com. laws from applying to small 
interior RR in Alaska.  Nothing of that kind seems 
to please the Senator.  I promised Joslin I would 
attempt to help him with his little road but think it 
impossible.  Fisheries matters before Ter. Com. 
today, with Bureau of Fish, agents on stand. 

Diary 17,  1910 
May 2 

2 
The enemy is at work & they secured a very 
decided advantage today - Senator Nelson is the 
next highest man on the Senate Judiciary 
Committee & thereby asked and was given the 
chairmanship of the Sub. Com. to which the 
nominations of Rustgard & Faulkner were referred.  
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So that we begin a stern chase - with a “packed 
jury.” 
Still we will give them a run for their money & make 
the strongest fight we can.  I had a talk with Lloyd 
of Mo. today - the Chairman of the Democratic 
 
[clipping] 

FIGHT MAY INVOLVE 
ALASKA GOVERNOR 

Dismissals and Appointments 
Draw Fire of Delegate 

Wickersham. 
Charges have been filed before the Senate 

Judiciary Committee by Delegate Wickersham of 
Alaska against John Rustgard, who has been 
appointed United States district attorney for the 
First district of Alaska and against Herbert L. 
Faulkner, who has just been appointed marshal of 
the same division. 

Delegate Wickersham protests strongly against 
the confirmation of these tow men and it is not 
unlikely a bitter fight will be stirred up which will 
draw in Gov. Walter Clark of Alaska. 

Rustgard is appointed to succeed John J. Boyce 
and Faulkner to succeed Dan A. Sutherland.  
These two men were removed from office a week 
ago last Saturday.  They had asked for a hearing, 
but it was not allowed.  Rustgard and Faulkner 
were appointed on recommendation of Governor 
Clark, who was instrumental in getting Sutherland 
and Boyce removed. 

The charges which are made against the two 
men appointed are connected with the fight of the 
Guggenheim-Morgan syndicate to control Alaska.  
The trouble grows directly out of the trial of one Ed 
Hasey at Juneau for the alleged killing of a man at 
Valdez, while employed by the Guggenheims and 
in a fight over railroad right of way.  Out of this trial, 
grew charges of attempted jury bribing.  Sutherland 
and Boyce, it is declared, were seeking to implicate 
Capt. D.H. Jarvis, who is head of the Guggenheim 
companies on the Pacific coast and General 
Counsel Bogle, of the Guggenheim interests in 
Seattle.  The backers of Sutherland and Boyce 

assert this is why they were abruptly let out of 
office. 

In Skagway, Valdez, and two or three other 
towns mass meetings have been held and protests 
signed.  Governor Clark has been burned in effigy 
in some Alaska towns for his part in the removal of 
Sutherland and Boyce. 

Diary 17,  1910 
May 2 

2 
Congressional Campaign Com who told me he 
intended to use the Beveridge-Hamilton bill as a 
campaign document against the Republicans.  It 
ought to be elective in Indiana, Mich, & Washington 
& probably Alaska.  He also said if I would stand 
for re election he would advise his democratic 
friends in Alaska to endorse and support me.  He 
expressed his own friendly approval of my course 
in the Ter. Com.  Also Congressman Good, from 
Iowa, (Rep) today urged me to be a candidate & 
offered to write letters of endorsement etc. but I 
told him I did not think I should.  Recd, letter from 
Ed. Russell, a few days ago saying the Democrats 
in their Convention would endorse me - but - well 
I’ll see. 

Diary 17,  1910 
May 3 

-3rd - 
Fisheries before Com. on Ter. today - We will not 
get any thing done as the Bureau officials are 
standing with the companies and Chairman 
Hamilton is also against us. 
I got my Mining bill and the Detention Hospital for 
the Insane bills referred to a subcommittee - Ch. 
Good etc.  The bills must again go to the 
Departments & then back to the Sub-Com. & 
around through the Circulation office a few times & 
then Congress will adjourn.  But we will just keep 
after them.  My, but I am tired & disgusted with the 
whole silly effort to get a lot of big boys to legislate 
for a great territory about which they have no 
information and which scares them as much as the 
“dark” does the average child.  “Alaska” - boo - and 
they run. Ballinger-Pinchot scares them out. 

Diary 17,  1910 
May 4 

-4th - 
Received following telegram last night, from 
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Fairbanks, Alaska May 3rd. 
“James Wickersham, Washington D.C. 
Are you candidate re election.  Undersigned 
support you, feel certain successful, wire we start 
campaign. 
[signed, seven names] 
Doherty 
Sabin 
Driscoll 
Groves 
McPhee 
Lavery 
J.S. McDonald.” 
I sent the following reply today: 
“Confidential yes. Inform others.  Public 
announcement about ten days.” 
and directed it to Mil. Sabin. Mayor of Fairbanks - 
So I guess I am in it. 

Diary 17,  1910 
May 4 

4 
I also received telegram today from Dan 
Sutherland saying, 
“Demand formally that Clark remain in Washington 
till our arrival.” 
Of course I shall do that, and no doubt he will 
remain for he is trailing Hoggatt and Shackleford 
now, with his little nose into politics up to his 
shoulders.  We will make him sorry that he ever 
saw Alaska. 
The administration is having its troubles - today 
papers, friendly and otherwise, say that Taft will 
probably abandon his entire legislative program - 
the magazines & papers are pounding him & verily 
he is catching more hell that I am. 

Diary 17,  1910 
May 5-6 

-5th - 
Wrote letter to Sec. of Interior asking that Clark, 
Gov. Alaska, be requested and permitted to remain 
in Washington until Sutherland & Boyce can arrive 
here.  Wonder what Dan wants to do - probably 
insist upon his making his charges & proof in his 
presence.  Hearing today on fisheries before the 
Com. on Ter. 

-6th - 
Moved an amendment today to the Railroad bill to 

repeal the last clause of Dec. 2. act 1898, giving 
Sec. of Interior power to fix rates in Alaska.  Quite 
a squabble with Mann, Chairman Interstate 
Com.Com. who opposed my amendment & beat it.  
I must now introduce a special bill for that purpose. 

Diary 17,  1910 
May 7 

-7th - 
I introduced a bill today to cure the defect in the 
Railroad law that it does not clearly extend the 
power of Interstate Commerce Commission to 
Alaska. 
I am rather pleased with the record of yesterdays 
proceedings - for I acted perfectly fair and 
decorously but Mann acted badly & abused me 
unjustly. 
This is my first real war on the floor of the House, 
and while I was defeated I was right and acted 
well.  I have nothing to regret - except that I was 
defeated - but with only five minutes to contend 
against the leader of the Railroad Com. I cannot 
feel badly at the outcome - especially since I 
gained 10 votes & he lost 9 in the final veto. See 
PAGE 6129 Cong. Rec. 

Diary 17,  1910 
May 7 

7 
Quoting from Congressional Record, date May 6, 
1910 p. 6127-29. 
“Mr. Wickersham, Mr. Chairman, I offer the 
following amendment:” 

The clerk read as follows: 
Insert a new section as follows: 
“SEC. 16a.  That a new section be added to said 

act to regulate commerce, to be numbered 28, as 
follows: 

“’SEC. 28.  That all that part of section 2 of “An 
act extending the homestead laws and providing 
for right of way of railroads in the District of Alaska, 
and for other purposes,” approved May 14, 1898, 
which authorizes the Secretary of the Interior to 
modify charges for transportation on railroads in 
the District of Alaska, reading as follows: “That all 
charges for the transportation of freight and 
passengers on railroads in the District of Alaska 
shall be printed and posted as required by section 
6 of an act to regulate commerce as amended on 
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March 2, 1889, and such rates shall be subject to 
revision and modification by the Secretary of the 
Interior, is hereby repealed; and the Interstate 
Commerce Commission shall have full authority 
and jurisdiction under the act of Congress entitled 
“An act to amend an act entitled ‘An act to regulate 
commerce,’ approved February 4, 1887, and all 
acts amendatory thereof, and to enlarge the 
powers of the Interstate Commerce Commission,” 
approved June 29, 1906, and all amendments 
thereto in the Territory of Alaska.’” 

Mr. STAFFORD. Mr. Chairman, I reserve a point 
of order on the amendment. 

Mr. WICKERSHAM. Mr. Chairman, in 1898 
Congress passed an act entitled: 

An act to extend the homestead law and provide 
a right of way for railroads in the District of Alaska, 
and for other purposes. 

That act to extend the homestead law and 
provide a right of way for railroads in the District of 
Alaska, and for other purposes. 

That act has not been repealed and is in full 
force and effect.  The last sentence in section 2 of 
that act provides: 

That all charges for the transportation of freight 
and passengers on railroads in the District of 
Alaska shall be printed and posted as required by 
section 6 of an act to regulate commerce, as 
amended on March 2, 1889, and such rates shall 
be subject to revision and modification by the 
Secretary of the Interior. 

The purpose of the amendment now offered is to 
repeal that clause in the act of 1898.  Unless that 
clause is repealed there is a divided jurisdiction 
over railroad rates in the Territory of Alaska.  The 
interstate laws now extend to the Territory of 
Alaska, but the Secretary of the Interior has the 
power and jurisdiction to revise and modify the 
railroad rates in that Territory, and the Interstate 
Commerce Commission does not have that or any 
jurisdiction in respect to rates. 

I call the attention of the House to the statement 
recently made by Mr. Knapp, the chairman of the 
Interstate Commerce Commission, before the 

Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce, 
wherein he said in relation to the question before 
the House: 

The first section of this bill, with one or two minor 
amendments which I shall presently suggest, is 
approved by the commission in its entirety.  It is 
regarded by us as a very careful and 
comprehensive statement of the substantive 
provisions of the present law, as contained in the 
first section, with some additions which we regard 
as very desirable, if not necessary, particularly in 
that this bill makes it plain that the law would 
extend to and the commission would have 
jurisdiction under it of railroads in Alaska, which we 
believe is not the case under the present law. 

So that it was his expressed judgment that under 
the present law the Interstate Commerce 
Commission does not have jurisdiction in Alaska.  
Now, it is also the expressed judgment of the 
Secretary of Interior that he does not have 
jurisdiction over railroad rates in Alaska, and I 
desire to read a very brief opinion upon that 
subject, written by Hon. Frank Pierce, the Assistant 
Secretary of the Interior, and dated July 3, 1909, 
and recently introduced into the hearings before 
the Ballinger-Pinchot committee.  It is as follows: 

 DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
   Washington, July 3, 1909. 

THE COMMISSIONER OF THE GENERAL LAND 
OFFICE. 

SIR: I am in receipt of your communication of 
June 24, 1909, transmitting for approval freight 
classification and freight and passenger tariff 
schedules of the Copper River and Northwestern 
Railway Company, Alaska under provisions of the 
act of May 14, 1898 (30 Stats., 409). 

Diary 17,  1910 
May 7 

-7- 
[clipping continued] 

The Interstate Commerce Commission, after the 
passage of the act of June 29, 1906 (34 Stats., 
534), expressed the opinion that Alaska should be 
held to be a Territory within the meaning of the 
term as used in that act, and that jurisdiction over 
railroads in Alaska has been transferred to the 
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commission notwithstanding the provisions of 
section 2 of the act of may 14, 1898, supra, 
specially vesting jurisdiction in the Secretary of the 
Interior. 

In view of the act cited and of the position taken 
by the Interstate Commerce Commission, this 
department will not at this time act upon the 
schedules submitted, and you will so advise the 
Copper River Company. 

The schedules are herewith returned, and it is 
suggested that you place same in your files for 
reference should occasion arise in the future. 

 Very respectfully, 
  FRANK PIERCE, 

  Acting Secretary. 
  F.W.C. 
Mr. DOUGLAS.  Will the gentleman yield? 
The CHAIRMAN.   The time of the gentleman 

has expired. 
Mr. MANN. Mr. Chairman, I move that all debate 

on the section and all amendments thereto close in 
ten minutes. 

The CHAIRMAN.  The question is on the motion 
of the gentleman from Illinois that all debate on the 
section and amendments do close in ten minutes. 

The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. SULZER.  Mr. Chairman, I ask unanimous 

consent that the time of the gentleman form Alaska 
may be extended five minutes more. 

There was no objection. 
Mr. DOUGLAS.  Mr. Chairman, what I was going 

to ask the gentleman from Alaska is this: When did 
he discover this difficulty with reference to the 
regulation of railroads in Alaska? 

Mr. HAMILTON. Oh, it has been known right 
along. 

Mr. WICKERSHAM.  I have known it for some 
time. 

Mr. DOUGLAS.  Has the gentleman introduced 
any bill here to have it corrected, and have it go to 
a committee, so that the House could be advised 
something about it other than what the gentleman 
states on the floor? 

Mr.  WICKERSHAM.  Because I have been 

advised that the proper way to reach the desired 
result was by an amendment to this bill.  I think that 
in the is bill and at this time is the proper place to 
repeal that law.  I greatly fear that if it is not 
repealed the interstate-commerce laws will not 
apply effectively to Alaska, so far as rates are 
concerned.  I hold in my hand a brief prepared by 
the Copper River and Northwestern Railway in a 
case coming down from Alaska and now pending 
before the Interstate Commerce Commission, 
where this question is brought to issue, and it is the 
opinion of that company’s attorneys that this clause 
in the act of 1898 is in force, and that the Secretary 
of the Interior has jurisdiction of fix rates, 
notwithstanding his opinion, and that it has never 
been repealed by implication or otherwise. 

I call attention now to the fact that there is no 
repealing clause in the bill now before the House.  
This provision in the act of 1898 has never been 
repealed; and I say to the committee now that 
unless this clause is repealed there is no 
jurisdiction in the Interstate Commerce 
Commission over railroad rates in the Territory of 
Alaska. 

The jurisdiction is entirely with the Secretary of 
the Interior, and it ought to be taken away and 
transferred to the Interstate Commerce 
Commission.  I call the attention of the committee 
to the testimony of Mr. Steele, the attorney for the 
Alaska Syndicate, before the Senate Committee on 
Territories, in which this very question arose.  He 
said, on page 143 of the hearings: 

 
No, sir; the interstate-commerce law does apply 

to Alaska, but that the jurisdiction over rates, 
schedules, and tariffs is vested in the Secretary of 
the Interior, or in the Interior Department, and not 
in the Interstate Commerce Commission. 

Diary 17,  1910 
May 7 

-7- 
[clipping continued] 

This clause ought to be repealed, so as to make 
the law certain and without any doubt.  One of our 
Alaska railroads extends from Skagway through 
Alaskan territory into British Columbia, and thence 
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into Yukon territory, and connects at the end with 
the Canadian river lines of transportation and at 
the end with the Canadian river lines of 
transportation and at the Skagway end with the 
steamship lines to Seattle, thus being a part of an 
international and through line of railroad.  We have 
nearly 400 miles of railroad in Alaska.  Two of the 
lines have through rates and connections with 
steamship lines but no rates have ever been fixed 
in Alaska, either by the Secretary of the Interior or 
the commission.  Our trade amounts to 
$60,000,000 a year over these lines of 
transportation, and the rates and tariff sheets of 
those roads are so high that if presented to the 
committee they would surprise you.  We want the 
interstate-commerce laws extended and the 
commission to come into control of the railroad 
rates in Alaska. [Applause.] 

Mr. MANN.  Mr. Chairman, in the bill which I 
introduced into the House, and a part of which is 
incorporated as section 6a of this bill, there was 
language used which would cover Alaska and put 
it under the control of the Interstate Commerce 
Commission in the same way as other parts of the 
United States are controlled.  Now, the amendment 
of the gentleman from Alaska, purporting to be in 
favor of restricting rates in Alaska, is, in effect, to 
throw off any control over rates in Alaska.  The 
amendment which was incorporated in the bill by 
the committee was not incorporated at the request 
of the gentleman from Alaska.  He never appeared 
before the committee.  We put the provision in the 
bill authorizing the Interstate Commerce 
Commission to have control over the railroads in 
Alaska without his complaint and on our own 
initiative. 

What is the law now?  There are various 
railroads in Alaska, and the Secretary of the 
Interior has the right in the first instance to fix rates.  
That is done without anybody’s complaint; without 
anybody coming here for anything at all.  Under 
the bill we have now anyone can make complaint 
before the Interstate Commerce Commission and 
have those rates revised, corrected, and regulated 

by the Interstate Commerce Commission; and if we 
repeal the provision now in the law to authorize the 
Secretary of the Interior to fix the rates in Alaska in 
the first instance, the railroads there can make 
their rates as they please, and the only way you 
can correct that is for some one to come from 
Alaska to Washington and appear before the 
Interstate Commerce Commission.  The purpose of 
the amendment is to give these little lines in Alaska 
authority to charge, not 15 cents per mile, but a 
dollar a mile if they choose to do so; not to charge 
reasonable rates which have been fixed by the 
commission for the carriage of freight, but to 
charge whatever they can squeeze out of the 
people without any control. 

If they file a rate at the beginning of a season, 
when you can not carry on transportation in the 
ordinary way by wagon, they can put their rates 
where they please.  In the meanwhile somebody 
has filed a petition in the Interstate Commerce 
Commission, but they are collecting the rate a long 
way from here.  They are controlled now, in the 
first instance, by the Secretary of the Interior; and 
on appeal from him, on complaint before the 
Interstate Commerce Commission, they are 
controlled by the Interstate Commerce 
Commission.  We have covered all that the 
gentleman purports to ask for, and we have not 
taken away the double control over the roads in 
Alaska which is absolutely essential to preserve 
proper rates there. 

Mr. WICKERSHAM.  May I ask the gentleman if 
he knows of any instances where the Secretary of 
the Interior has ever fixed rates for railroads in 
Alaska? 

Mr. MANN.  I do not know anything on the 
subject. 

Mr. WICKERSHAM.  They have never been 
fixed either by the Secretary or the Commission. 

Mr. MANN.  Oh, we have already given power to 
the Interstate Commerce Commission without 
having been requested by the gentleman from 
Alaska. 

Mr.  WICKERSHAM.  But you have not repealed 
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this clause in the act of 1898. 
Diary 17,  1910 
May 7-9 

-7- 
[clipping continued] 

Mr. MANN.  We do not need to repeal the law. 
Mr. WICKERSHAM.  Without you do, there is a 

divided jurisdiction. 
Mr. MANN.  We do give the jurisdiction; certainly 

we do; and the chairman of the commission 
himself stated in the testimony, which the 
gentleman has, that by this provision we give to the 
Interstate Commerce Commission the same 
jurisdiction over railroads in Alaska as we do over 
railroads in New York, Illinois or any other State in 
the Union. 

The CHAIRMAN.  The question is on the 
amendment offered by the gentleman from Alaska. 

The question was taken, and the Chair 
announced the noes seemed to have it. 

On a division (demanded by Mr. WICKERSHAM) 
there were-ayes 39, noes 68. 

Mr. WICKERSHAM.  Tellers, Mr. Chairman. 
Tellers were ordered. 
The committee again divided; and the tellers (Mr. 

MANN and Mr. WICKERSHAM) reported that there 
were-ayes 49, noes 59. 

So amendment was rejected. 
-8th – 

Beautiful Sunday. 
-9th  

Ter. Com. on “Fisheries.”  My bill is evidently 
stirring up the California & Oregon fishermen, for 
the Cal & Or Congressmen are now lining up to 
fight it.  Now is the time to compromise & get all I 
can, since it is impossible to put the bill through 
and all I can hope for is what I can force them to 
give me.  I hope this week to get them to some 
definite agreement so that the bill can go through 
this session. 

Diary 17,  1910 
May 10 

-10th - 
I got the Com on Ter. yesterday to report my 
Insane Detention Hospital bill - Good made the 
report etc. for me. He reported the bill to the House 
today agreeing to appropriate $12,500 each to 

Nome & Fairbanks for a hospital at each place.  
This is, I hope, the entering wedge for a U. S. 
Hospital at each place. 
In the House today on H.R. 13.907. “A bill to 
provide for agricultural entries on coal lands” 
 
[clipping] 

Mr. WICKERSHAM. Does this law apply to 
Alaska? 

Mr. MONDELL. It does not. 
Mr. WICKERSHAM.  Why not? 
Mr. MONDELL.  The committee did not care to 

go into the question of coal in Alaska in view of the 
situation there. 

Mr. WICKERSHAM.  I am asking you as a legal 
proposition. 

Mr. MONDELL.  Personally, I doubt whether it 
would be wise to separate the mineral from the 
surface in Alaska. 

Mr. WICKERSHAM.  I am asking you, as a legal 
proposition, whether this bill does not apply to 
Alaska? 

Mr. MONDELL.  Because legally the bill does not 
apply to Alaska. 

Mr. WICKERSHAM.  Why? 
Mr. MONDELL.  Because when we refer to the 

public lands we do not include Alaska.  But 
inasmuch as on a bill that we passed the other day 
the question was raised as to the form of the 
language in that bill, and as to whether it included 
Alaska or did not include Alaska, at the proper time 
I expect to offer an amendment for the committee 
to make it clear this does not apply to Alaska. 

Mr. WICKERSHAM.  That will exclude Alaska? 
Mr. MONDELL.  That it does exclude Alaska.  So 

as to make it plain, the committee will offer an 
amendment excluding Alaska definitely. 

Diary 17,  1910 
May 11 

-11th - 
Recd, telegram today from John J. Dillon  
Fairbanks saying: 
“Rumored you fighting Boyer he made no political 
alliance against you.  He and friends still your 
supporters.  To oppose confirmation will bring on 
fight here.” 
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I answered as follows: 
“On my personal recommendation to Committee 
on Post offices Boyer was confirmed on April 19th ” 
I do not yet know how the Attn. Genl. came to 
appoint Boyer, but it seems as if the enemy did not 
get him to make disloyal pledges as the price of 
the appointment which is some satisfaction. 

Am looking for Sutherland and Boyce here from 
Alaska today - & the beginning of a “scrap.” 

Diary 17,  1910 
May 11 

-11- 
Jim Watson - of Indiana, Rep. “whip” of last 
Congress in House, friend of the President & 
Cannon, has been flirting with Hoggatt-
Shackleford, Clark et. al. & giving them dinners 
thinking they were friendly to him & Hubbard & the 
Penn. “bunch” which wants to build the Valdes 
railroad in opposition to the Guggenheims.  
Andrews from N.M. has been helping Watson & I at 
last got it though their heads that I was the only 
one trying to help them – Met them this morning at 
Andrews room & showed them Richardson’s Ry. 
bill & his & Hoggatt’s official reports in favor of the 
Commission – Guggenheim bill – he now 
understands & damns them & the Richardson bill.  
Watson declared that the President had treated me 
badly on misinformation - that he intended at once 
to explain it to him etc. etc. Hope he will! 

Diary 17,  1910 
May 12-15 

-12th - 
Sutherland & Boyce arrived in Washington this 
morning! 

-13th – 
Sutherland has consulted with Senators Lodge & 
Borah and feels quite encouraged that he will get 
to see the President on Monday. 

-14th – 
Nothing much - prepared statement for Sutherland 
& Boyce.  Getting ready for argument on Railroads 
– before the Com. on Monday. 

-15 -  Sunday 
Dan’s sister, principal of the Ogontz Ladies 
Seminary at Philadelphia took lunch with us - & 
Dan - & we all went auto riding to Great Falls on 
the Potomac. 

We are finishing Statement on Case against 
Faulkner & Rustgard. 

Diary 17,  1910 
May 16-17 

-16th  - 
Sutherland had an interview with Senator Lodge 
today & saw a copy of Governor Clark’s charges to 
the President against him.  He says Senators 
Lodge & Borah declare the charges are [?] & not 
worth answering & do not justify the President in 
his harsh and secret action.  The matter is 
assuming good shape & I think he will be 
vindicated. 

-17th - 
Sent telegram to 9 Alaska Newspapers 
announcing my candidacy 
 “Washington, May 17, 1910.” 
Dispatch, Juneau  
Mews Miner, Fairbanks 
Miner, Ketchikan Gold Digger, Nome 
Alaskan, Skagway 
North Star, Cordova 
Prospector, Valdes 
Gateway, Seward 
Leader, Ft. Gibbon 
 
{Turn book} 

Diary 17,  1910 
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17 
News Miner, Fairbanks. 
Gold Digger, Nome. 
In answer to insistent demands from my friends in 
every section of Alaska, and in unalterable 
opposition to the Beveridge bill and Guggenheim 
domination I deem it my duty to be again a 
candidate for Delegate from Alaska. 
  James Wickersham 
I also sent personal telegrams to Nome and to 
Fairbanks -thus informing the whole Territory of my 
determination. 
Intend, now, to file charges first against Gov. Clark 
& second against Judge Lyons & thus keep 
Hoggatt Shackleford & Clark in Washington & let 
the people of Alaska run  

Diary 17,  1910 
May 17-18 

17 
the election.  Shackleford will have to stay here & 
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protect Lyons & Clark is already talking about 
resigning.  Dan and Boyce are making a good 
impression here and I hope for satisfactory results 
- not their reinstatement - but the appointment of 
other and better men than Faulkner & Rustgard. 

-18th - 
Hearing before Ter. Com. on Alaska “Railroads” -
advocating the government aid to the Valdes - 
Fairbanks route. 
Sutherland & Boyer at work - Dan has an 
engagement for tomorrow to meet the Atty. Genl.  
Senator Lodge & Gov. Walter E. Clark, and have it 
out about Clark’s charges against Dan & Boyce. 

Diary 17,  1910 
May 19 

-19th - 
Dan Sutherland met the Attorney General 
Wickersham, Senator Lodge and Gov. Walter E. 
Clark this forenoon at the Atty Genls office & from 
Dan’s Statements the meeting was a stormy one. 
Senator Lodge is standing by Dan and the Atty 
Genl by Clark.  The Senator shook his fist in Clarks 
face and denounced Jarvis as a jury fixer - He said 
to the Atty Genl. that he was determined to see 
justice done to Dan - that Senator Borah was just 
waiting to expose the scandal of the Administration 
- & that he intended to support Borah & cry 
Guggenheim etc. etc.  In short threatened a public 
attack on the administration on the floor of the 
Senate if it were not arranged 

Diary 17,  1910 
May 20 

-20th - 
Wrote a number of letters today to my friends in 
Alaska advising them that it was highly desirable to 
capture the republican Territorial Convention, and 
take away from the Hoggatt-Shackleford crowd the 
only capital they have – the boast that they control 
that force in the Territory.  Sent such letters to 
Valdes, Juneau, Skagway-Ketchikan and other 
towns – Nome.  Some time ago I rcd. A letter from 
Ed Russell, of the Juneau “Dispatch” saying that 
the Democrats would endorse me, etc., but I did 
not answer it - for I am afraid that that would not 
look quite right - if the Dems, do it without my 
action all right - but I want nothing to do with it. 
Dem. Convention May 25th 

Diary 17,  1910 
May 21 

-21st- 
Recd, a telegram from my partner Henry Roden 
last night saying that the Fairbanks News was 
fighting me rabidly - the Times consistently & that I 
ought to have some newspaper support.  He asked 
permission to enter into an agreement with R.S. 
McDonald for a weekly newspaper support from 
June 1. for $750.  I answered saying - 
“Spend seven fifty your discretion.  Doubt value of 
weekly.  You should edit.  What about Weekly 
Capital. Red hot bulletins widely circulated last 
week campaign better than poor paper.” 
Sutherland investigation set for Tuesday.  Sent for 
Douglas to come with original Jarvis letter & 
Morrisey account. 

Diary 17,  1910 
May 22-23 

22nd  Sunday. 
Working hard to get the record made up in the 
defense of Sutherland & Boyce & in opposition to 
Faulkner & Rustgard.  Telegraphed for Douglas. 

-23rd - 
Douglas came over this morning from New York - 
is ready to go to the front in Guggenheim frauds 
etc. 
Reintroduced my amended bill on Mining laws on 
Saturday & when we went to Consider it in the 
Com. on Ter. today found it had been referred to 
the Com on Pub. Lands.  We will make an effort to 
get it sent back. 
Got a strong affidavit from Douglas showing that in 
1908 Jarvis in collusion with another bidder robbed 
the gov’t, of large sums by false and collusive bids 
for coal. 

Diary 17,  1910 
May 24 

-24th - 
First hearing before Sub. Com, of U.S. Senate on 
Judiciary, consisting of Senators Nelson, Borah & 
Overman of the charges against Faulkner and 
Rustgard - for U.S. Marshal & Dist. Atty. at Juneau.  
I represented the record – affidavits, photographs 
etc. etc. to show that they were pliant tools of the 
Guggenheim’s in Alaska.  Present: Sutherland, 
Boyce, Douglas & I & our opponents:  Hoggatt, 
Shackleford, & Clark:  I dragged each of them overt 
the table and exposed their collusion with the 
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Guggs. & the affidavits & Douglas testimony 
connected them & the nominees so closely with the 
Gugg. Crimes in Alaska as to make it almost a 
certainty.  Nelson is hard against us:  adjourned till 
Thursday at 10. a.m. 

Diary 17,  1910 
May 24 

24 
Evidently the newspapers see a good story in our 
fight, I intend to file the last Douglas affid. with the 
Com. & send it to the Atty Genl & Sec of War. 
[clipping]  

HOLDS GOVERNMENT 
OBEYS SYNDICATE 

Alaskan Delegate Accuses 
Territorial Officials 

SUBMIT TO THE GUGGENHEIMS 
 

James Wickersham Declares District Attorney and 
Marshal at Juneau Were Removed Because they 
Were About to Prosecute Officials Employed by 

Corporation. 
Sensational charges affecting the government of 

Alaska were preferred at a hearing yesterday 
before the Senate subjudiciary committee, 
consisting of Senators Nelson, Borah, and 
Overman, who are hearing witnesses with regard 
to the fitness of John Rustgard, recently appointed 
United States district attorney of Alaska, and 
Herbert L. Faulkner, whose nomination as United 
States marshal of Alaska is also pending before 
the Senate. 

The Delegate from Alaska, James Wickersham, 
was the principal witness, and he charged that 
Gov. Walter E. Clark, Republican National 
Committeeman Shackleford, and ex-Gov. Hoggatt, 
of Alaska, all of whom were present, are doing the 
bidding of the Morgan-Guggenheim syndicate. 

Capable Officers Removed. 
The removal of John J. Boyce as district attorney 

and J.A. Sutherland as United States marshal at 
Juneau was charged up to the Morgan-
Guggenheim interests by Mr. Wickersham, who 
asserted that the two officials named were about to 
institute proceedings against officials high up in the 
employ of the syndicate. 

The shooting of five men in Alaska was charge 
to Guggenheim-Morgan interests, which it was 
claimed sent an armed force to seize a mountain 
pass that was being used for railway construction 
by local capitalists.  The shooting incident resulted 
in the trial of Ed. Hasey and others, who, it is 
claimed, were employees of the syndicate. 
Testimony was presented to the committee to the 
effect that $70,000 was expended by the 
Guggenheim-Morgan interests to defend the suits.  
A former auditor of Guggenheim corporations 
testified that part of this sum was expended in 
entertainment of jurors and government witnesses.  
The hearing yesterday was secret, but Senator 
Overman said he would move to have open 
sessions in the future. 

Diary 17,  1910 
May 24 

-24- 
[clipping] 

Alaskan Charges 
Make Sensation 

Witness Says Guggenheim 
Interests Spent $70,000 

To Defeat Prosecution 
WASHINGTON, May 24.-An investigation which 

is expected to disclose, to a greater extent than 
ever before, the bitter factional feeling in the 
Republican Party in Alaska, was begun to day 
before a sub-committee of the Senate Committee 
on Judiciary.  It is being held in connection with 
protests made against the confirmation of John 
Rustgard and Herbert L. Faulkner, appointed by 
President Taft as United States Attorney and 
United States Marshal, respectively, to succeed 
John J. Boyce, and Daniel A. Sutherland, who 
were removed at the request, it is understood, of 
Governor Walter E. Clark. 

Senator Nelson is chairman of the sub-
committee, and associated with him are Senators 
Borah and Overman.  The proceedings today were 
highly sensational.  The principal speaker today 
was Delegate James Wickersham, who made 
charges against Governor Clark, ex-Governor 
Hoggatt and Louis Shackleford, the member of the 
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Republican National Committee from Alaska.  The 
Alaskan delegates sought to connect these men 
with the Guggenheim interests. 

It is understood, however, that Senators Borah 
and Overman will recommend open hearings. 

The controversy is said to be chiefly between 
factions opposing the activities of the 
Guggenheims in Alaska and that which favors the 
rapid development of the territory.  The men who 
were removed from  office charge that Governor 
Clark has become affiliated with the Guggenheim 
faction and that he joined with National 
Committeeman Shackleford in recommending the 
appointment of Rustgard and Faulkner. 

Boyce and Sutherland are not seeking to be 
restored to office.  According to their story, they 
incurred the enmity of the Guggenheims because 
of their prosecution and conviction of Ed. Hasey on 
the charge of having shot and killed two men in 
Keystone canon in October, 1907. 

Hasey was employed by the Guggenheims, and 
it was charged that he shot the two men while 
trying to guard Keystone Pass against the invasion 
of a rival concern. 

Boyce and Sutherland claim that they discovered 
that “men higher up’ in the Guggenheim service 
were responsible for the affair at Keystone Pass.  
The two federal officials say they were removed 
from office on the eve of bringing proceedings 
against others believed by them to have been 
implicated in the Keystone affair. 
Just before the committee adjourned today a 
young man named Douglass, who had been an 
auditor in the employ of the Guggenheims. Was 
called to the stand.  He testified that $70,000 had 
been expended prior and during the Hasey trial, 
and he charged that the expenditures had been 
made for the entertainment of jurors and otherwise 
as a corruption fund to defeat the prosecution by 
federal officers. 

Diary 17,  1910 
May 25-26 

-25th - 
House passed my two bills 1st creating & 
establishing an insane detention hospital at Nome 

& Fairbanks - & appropriating $25,000 therefore, & 
would extend time for construction of Alaska Short 
Line Ry from Iliamna to Anvik. 

-26th - 
A red hot fight before the Com on Jud (Sub. Com.) 
today. We introduced Douglas affidavit showing 
Jarvis guilty of perjury etc in furnishing coal to the 
War Dept. 
Nelson (Senator) is a bitter partisan against us, but 
Borah & Overman are fair & insisted on hearing the 
evidence. 
I learn that the correspondent for the Baltimore Sun 
has my charges against Faulkner & Rustgard. 

Diary 17,  1910 
May 26 

26 
This exposes our hand to the public & will “kill” the 
newspaper story by publication in one small paper. 
Barney (my clerk) insists that since the matter is to 
be made public it ought to be fairly done - and so 
well done from a newspaper standpoint that we will 
get a benefit from the publication.  I cannot 
consent to the publication of what has been done 
before the Sub-Com, but the affidavits & proofs 
disclosing crimes are not the property of the Com. 
and I shall use them publicly by publication or 
presentation to a grand jury to punish criminals & 
those engaged in imposing the Guggenheims on 
Alaska. 
If Barney shall give that class of information out -
then I shall assume the responsibility & tell Nelson 
to go to the devil.  Things are getting strained & it 
looks good for us. 

Diary 17,  1910 
May 27 

-27th - 
Colliers Magazine Man telegraphed to me a day or 
so ago asking if he might consult me today on 
Alaskan matters. Of course I answered “yes”. 
Several papers have long stories about the 
charges & the Baltimore Sun has almost the whole 
of my charge spread out on its front page.  The 
matter is attracting even more attention than the 
Ballinger - Pinchot hearing which closes today with 
arguments. 
 
[clipping] 
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ALASKANS GIVE TESTIMONY 
Senate Committee Hears Allegations 

About Federal Appointees. 
Effort to Show That Morgan-Guggen 
heim Syndicate Exercises Power in 

Territorial Affairs. 
For two hours yesterday morning a 

subcommittee of the Senate committee on judiciary 
listened to charges made, in writing, by James 
Wickersham, delegate from Alaska, and 
Sutherland and Boyce, former marshal and district 
attorney, respectively, at Juneau, Alaska, against 
Gov. Walter E. Clark, former Gov. Hoggatt, and 
L.P. Shackleford, members of the Republican 
national committee from the territory. 

Sutherland and Boyce were removed on the 
recommendation of Gov. Clark.  They now charge 
their removal was brought about without giving 
them an opportunity to be heard.  Their offense, 
they allege, was an expressed determination to 
prosecute charges of bribery of witnesses and 
jurors by persons alleged to represent the Alaska 
Morgan-Guggenheim syndicate, to bring about the 
acquittal of Ed Hasey, who was on trial for shooting 
workingmen who interfered with railroad building 
by the syndicate. 
Photographic copies of letters intended to show the 
disposition of an alleged corruption fund of 
&70,000 were submitted.  L.P. Shackleford’s law 
partner, T.R. Lyons, it was charged, was appointed 
district judge, and is to be assigned to Juneau.  
Lyons was one time attorney for the syndicate.  
Former Gov. Hoggatt is accused of being now in 
the employ of the syndicate.  It was charged the 
control of appointment of Federal court officers by 
the syndicate is to influence the course of 
Cunningham coal land cases. 

Diary 17,  1910 
May 27 

-27- 
Recd. following letter this morning:  

“Office of the Attorney General” 
Washington D.C. May 25, 1910. 

Hon. James Wickersham, House of 
Representatives. 

Dear Sir. I understand that statements have been 
made that you are in possession of certain 
evidence substantiating a charge made by Messrs. 
Boyce and Sutherland, the former United States 
Attorney and Marshal for the first division of 
Alaska, concerning criminal practices connected 
with the case of united states v. Hasey.  I am at 
present engaged in investigating this matter and I 
should be very much obliged if you would submit to 
me the evidence much you have or procure it to be 
sent to the department.  I should be glad to make 
an appointment to see you or the other gentlemen 
mentioned, in order to take on this matter at some 
time which will be convenient and if you will have 
your secretary Call up mine, they will arrange a 
mutually 

Diary 17,  1910 
May 27 

27 
convenient date. 
Faithfully yours, 
 Geo. W. Wickersham 
  Attorney General 
This looks good to me.  It is the first sign that the 
administration has any knowledge that Alaska has 
a Delegate in Congress or that Alaska has any 
rights which may not better be cared for by the 
Alaska Syndicate lobby than by the people.  I shall 
make an engagement and carry to him my 
evidence (which is abundant) and a message of 
how to quiet all Alaskan matters - by a fair hearing 
of both sides and the stamping out of criminal 
practices - the honest administration of Alaskan 
affairs through the Department of Justice. I hope 
for some results, now. 

Diary 17,  1910 
May 28-31 

-28th- 
Recd, letter from Atty. Genl. saying he cannot find 
any record in his office of my letter of Feb. 14th or 
copies of photographs of Carson letter or Morrisey 
account. 
Well, they are in the Pardon Attorneys records in 
the Hasey case, of course.  I have his letter of Feb. 
15 acknowledging the receipt of mine of the 14th & 
the copies. 

-30th – 
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Memorial - Decoration Day - Worked in the office 
all day. 

-31st- 
Hearing in opposition to confirmation of Rustgard & 
Faulkner.  Shackleford on the witness stand - 
admitted the expenses to Rep. Nat. Convention at 
Chicago were paid - his by Treadwell & Shea’s by 
Dr. Whitehead - for Guggenheim. 
We think we had the best of today’s fight. 

Diary 17,  1910 
May 31 

31 
I have received a letter from the Atty Genl. saying 
he had no knowledge of having received my letter 
of Feb. 14 in which I enclosed copies of the 2 
photographs - the Carson letter & the Morrisey 
account.  I answered quoting his letter of the 15th 
Febry. In which he acknowledged the receipt of the 
letter & photos, but offered to send him additional 
copies if he needed them. 
He is now getting very busy - and promises to look 
carefully into the matter.  He wants to see me & all 
my evidence – we are getting much of it published 
in the great daily newspapers & it is beginning to 
look bad to the administration 
hence their anxiety.  Senator Borah is also getting 
ready to go after the bunch of Grafters! Good! 

Diary 17,  1910 
June 1 

June 1st 1910  
For the purpose of attracting the public attention 
from their crucifixion for corrupting Alaskan courts 
the Sec. & his friends Clark & Shackleford have 
issued the foregoing statement.  I introduced the 
Presidents bill & Palmer of Penn. Introduced the 
bill which is criticized – the whole matter was 
dismissed 2 weeks ago by the House Com. on Ter. 
& is a last years birds nest.  It is a blind to draw 
attention form the corruption of the courts in Alaska 
 
[clipping] 
 

BALK ALASKAN LOBBY 
President and Mr. Ballinger 
Check Railroad Boomers. 

{Post.  June 1} 
NEW LINES MUST BE APPROVED 

Statements Issued Simultaneously by Mr. 

Taft and Delegate Shackleford Score 
Attempts of Projectors to Obtain Spe- 
cial Privileges-Lobbyists Blamed for 
Spreading dissatisfaction. 

 
President Taft, Secretary Ballinger, and the 

government officials of Alaska made it known 
yesterday in an emphatic manner that the various 
concerns which are seeking government backing 
for projected railroads in Alaska need not look to 
them for approval of legislative measures to this 
end.  Indiscriminate aid in the construction of 
Alaskan railway lines by the granting of lands and 
the guarantee of bonds does not appeal to the 
administration. 

Apparently in order to forestall the cry of 
interested lobbyists that new projects are being 
discouraged in order to grant a monopoly to the 
Guggenheims and others who are constructing 
railroads in Alaska without the aid of the 
government be-yond the granting of rights of way, 
the President yesterday made public a portion of a 
letter fro the Secretary of the Interior disapproving 
a bill which several Pennsylvania capitalists are 
attempting to have passed by Congress.  In this 
letter the Secretary sets forth that government aid 
should be extended only after routes have been 
recommended by competent boards. 

Lobby Operates Every Year. 
Simultaneously Lewis P. Shackleford, member of 

the Republican national committee for Alaska, 
issued a statement, which is supposed to represent 
the views of the present governor and other 
Federal officials of Alaska concerning the methods 
and aspirations of the Alaskan railway lobby which, 
it is claimed, operates in Washington each winter.  
Mr. Shackleford says these lobbyists have 
fascinated themselves with the idea that it will be 
possible to obtain an act enfranchising themselves 
and making their projects marketable the moment it 
is approved. 

Diary 17,  1910 
June 1 

1 
[clipping continued] 
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It is asserted that the activities of these persons 
for the last five years has been the source of nearly 
all the complaints against the Alaskan officials and 
the dissatisfaction which has seemed to be 
apparent in the newspapers with reference to their 
administration of Alaskan affairs.  Delegate 
Wickersham, of Alaska, is mentioned as having 
allied himself with the latest attempt to obtain 
government support for a railroad. 

The theme for the national committeeman’s 
“roast” of the railway lobbyists is contained in a 
White House statement, in which it is set forth that 
the Secretary of the Interior has been asked to 
approve a bill “to aid in the construction of a 
railroad, telegraph and telephone line in Alaska, 
and to secure to the United States the use of the 
same for postal, military, and other purposes.” 

Attitude Set Forth. 
As setting forth the attitude of the administration 

toward the bill the President quotes the following 
from Secretary Ballinger, and says that the letter 
containing it was forwarded to the House 
Territories committee with his approval: 

“It is believed that any government aid in the 
construction of trunk lines of railroad generally in 
Alaska should be extended only after routes have 
been recommended by a competent board of 
government officers and approved by the 
President, or some competent executive authority, 
and after bids shall have been invited over such 
routes as may have been approved in this manner.  
This department deems inadvisable the enactment 
of legislation granting government aid to any 
particular railroad corporation, as proposed in the 
bill under consideration. 

Committeeman Shackleford characterized the 
announcement of the President, indorsing the 
policy adopted by the Secretary of the Interior, as 
most important to Alaska.  He says there is no 
question that legislation providing for government 
aid to railroads in Alaska is needed, but the only 
way that this can be done fairly will be to provide 
for the selection of a route or routes by the 
government and the reception of propositions from 

intending railway bidders-the proposition which 
involves the least guarantee and financial risk to 
the government to be adopted. Referring to the 
special legislation, which is continually being 
sought, to cause the government guarantee of 
large bond issues and the granting of lands on 
routes selected by themselves, Mr. Shackleford 
says that these promoters have become 
possessed of an hallucination as to the possibility 
of such legislation that is like perpetual motion. 

False Accusations Made. 
“If any one refuses them aid,” says Mr. 

Shackleford, “he is immediately accused of being 
interested with some of the railroads that are now 
building in Alaska without any special legislation 
and without any special governmental aid.” 

Mr. Shackleford suggests an investigation of 
“these lobbyists and the connection of the delegate 
from Alaska with them” as a fruitful source of 
information as to the underlying causes of the 
various charges made from time to time against 
the principal officials in Alaska. 

Delegate James Wickersham, of Alaska, last 
night declined to make any reply to Mr. 
Shackleford’s statement, except to say that he had 
introduced a bill in Congress which was in 
accordance with the ideas expressed by the 
President and drawn after the Philippine law.  He 
added that he was in favor of any plan that would 
insure the building of a railroad into the interior of 
Alaska, whether through the medium of a general 
law or of rights to a specific road. 

 
This whole story is made up to off set my attack on 
them for giving out the control of Alaska to the 
Guggenheims.  We’ve got ‘em going – When the 
Pres. Sec. Of Int. & the whole bunch has to fight 
the Delegate from Alaska Letter Administration – 
Big Delegate – Rough! 

Diary 17,  1910 
June 2 

-2nd - 
The House today passed a paragraph in the 
Sundry Civil Appropriations Bill providing for the 
appointment of mining inspectors in Alaska - it is 
the substance of my bill for that purpose and I am 
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greatly pleased at it.  I will thus accomplish one of 
the purposes of my term as delegate -the others 
will come. 

 6  
The situation over Alaska is daily becoming more 
acute. The eastern papers are full of it and 
constantly demanding a wider investigation.  We 
are giving out the affidavits etc. to these papers 
and from day to day they are being published & are 
arousing great attention & of course our enemies 
are fighting us viciously in turn - but publicity 
counts. 

Diary 17,  1910 
June 3 

-3rd - 
Hoggatt testified before the Sub-Committee on 
Judiciary - he admitted his intimacy with the 
Guggenheims & his  decided friendliness etc.  He 
also admitted that Faulkner lived in his house for a 
year & Rustgard for a month & that he recom-
mended them for appointment.  Senator Nelson 
objected to my cross examination of Hoggatt & we 
had a bitter row - the fight is getting desperate on 
his part & he is making it hard for me. 
 
[clipping] 
Alaskan Investigation Probable. 

A general investigation of Alaskan affairs by a 
committee of the Senate, or by a joint committee 
representing both houses of Congress, was said 
yesterday to be a probable.  The investigation will 
come as a result of the revelations before the 
subcommittee of the Senate committee on the 
judiciary that has been hearing the opposition to 
the confirmation of the appointment of John 
Rustgard as district attorney and H.L. Faulkner as 
United States marshal for the Juneau district. 

 
This looks like a story by Senator Borah who 
seems to me to be with us entirely.  Senator 
Overman also seems to be with us, & I hope now 
that the beginning of the end is in sight.  If Borah 
will only stand up and help us!!! 

Diary 17,  1910 
June 3 

-3- 
[clipping] 

ALASKAN CONDITIONS 
TO BE INVESTIGATED 

Sensational Testimony Given 
Before Senate Committee 

on the Judiciary. 
 
More sensational testimony was given today 

before the sub committee of the Senate Judiciary 
Committee, which is probing into the charges 
against John Rustgard and Herbert L. Faulkner, 
who have been appointed district attorney and 
marshal in the Juneau district of Alaska to succeed 
D.A. Sutherland and John J. Boyce, who have 
been removed. 

It was declared today in a responsible quarter 
that the charges in this case were so grave that out 
of them would in all probability come a general 
investigation of conditions in Alaska. 

H.J. Douglas, former auditor for the Guggenheim 
interests in Alaska, filed an affidavit with the 
committee, which alleges the Government was 
muleted by the collusion of bidders on contracts for 
coal at Nome and Valdez. 

He alleged that there was an agreement 
between D.H. Jarvis, as treasurer and confidential 
agent of the Guggenheim companies in Alaska, 
and John J. Bullock, as manager of the John J. 
Sesnon Company whereby they were put in bids 
that would ensure one or the other the contracts, 
and then they were to divide the profits. 

As a result, later, there was paid by the Sesnon 
Company to the corporations represented by Jarvis 
$6,700.  Douglas affirms the transaction was 
illegal. 

William A. Barnhill, assistant district attorney for 
the Juneau district, field an affidavit in which he 
attacked former Governor Hoggatt. 

 
[clipping] 

What Congress Did 
IN THE SENATE. 

The investigation of the Alaska situation continued 
today before the subjudiciary committee, and a 
general inquiry into the conditions of the Territory is 
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now talked of. 
 
[clipping] 

BOTH FRIENDS OF HIS 
W.B. HOGGATT ASKED ABOUT 

RUSTGARD AND FAULKNER 
 

Financial Relations With Guggen- 
heims or Morgan Denied by  
Alaska’s Former Governor. 

Former Gov. W.B. Hoggatt today made a 
statement before the subcommittee of the Senate 
committee on judiciary, which is investigating 
protests against the confirmation of John Rustgard 
and Herbert L. Faulkner, appointed United States 
attorney and marshal, respectively, for Alaska.  Mr. 
Hoggatt frankly admitted his friendship for the 
Guggenheims, J. Pierpont Morgan and George W. 
Perkins, the manager of J.P. Morgan & Co.  He 
denied, however, that he had any financial 
relations with any of the persons or interests 
named. 

The session was adjourned before there had 
been opportunity of the cross-examination of the 
witness.  He will  be called again, and it is 
understood that Senator Borah will question him 
closely as to whether he has any connection with 
the Guggenheim-Morgan syndicate. 
Rustgard and Faulkner were appointed to succeed 
form United States Attorney John J. Boyce and 
former United States Marshal Daniel A. Sutherland, 
both of whom were removed.  Both of Hoggatt and 
Louis P. Shackleford, republican national 
committeeman for Alaska, and friendly to the 
Guggenheim clique.  Mr. Hoggatt admitted his 
friendship for Rustgard and Faulkner, and that both 
of these men had lived in his house. 

Diary 17,  1910 
June 4-6 

-4th - 
Nothing much today - am preparing a speech on 
Conditions in Alaska.  Have been asked by 
Congressman Good, Morris and Madden to talk on 
Alaska to the House, and they are kindly interested 
and urgent.  I want do it soon, and hope to make it 

interesting. 
Learned today that Hoggatt has gone to Indiana 
and will not be on hand Tuesday when we 
continue our investigation. 

-6th - 
Am just working on my speech. 
The Democratic Convention in Juneau met, and 
adjourned without nominating anyone.  Strong & 
Joslin both declined to run. 

Diary 17,  1910 
June 7 

-7th - 
Gov. Clark on the stand before the Sub. Com. on 
Confirmation of Rustgard & Faulkner.  He told his 
story affirmatively and then swelled out his nutmeg 
chest and refused to be cross examined.  Hoggatt 
failed to put in appearance to be cross examined  - 
so there you are!  We intend now to make up our 
side of the case by affidavits, letters, exhibits etc. 
and then trust the battle to Senators Borah & 
Lodge.  The session is drawing to a close & we 
must hurry.  The Sub-Com. seems to be divided – 
Nelson against us – Overman silent and Borah with 
us. 

Diary 17,  1910 
June 8 

June 8th  
The inspired statement opposite is quite evidently 
from Senator Borah, and it does me more good 
than anything I have seen for some time. 
I intend now to redouble my efforts - and to renew 
and extend my charges so as to embrace the 
Richardson Railway scandal, for that I consider the 
boldest attempt to loot the Territory ever made. 
 
[clipping]  
{Washington Times} 

ALASKAN INQUIREY 
WILL BE DEMANDED 
{Washington Times} 

Senate Subcommittee to Urge 
Thorough Airing of Ad- 

  ministrative Conditions. 
HOLDERS OF OFFICE 

 UNDER SUSPICION 
Sentiment Growing In Congress 
That Housecleaning is Needed. 
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Syndicate is Blamed. 
 

A sweeping investigation of Alaskan affairs will 
be strongly urged in Congress before the session 
ends.  The movement for it will come from the 
Senate subcommittee which is engaged in 
investigating the charges which have been made 
in connection with the ousting of Daniel A. 
Sutherland as marshal of the Juneau district and 
John J. Boyce as district attorney for the same 
district and the appointment to their places of 
Herbert L. Faulkner as marshal and John Rustgard 
as district attorney. 

The charges made in connection with the 
investigation whether Rustgard and Faulkner 
should be confirmed constitute such an attack on 
the administration of Alaskan affairs as to be 
astounding.  They have impressed the 
subcommittee to the extent that it is now looked on 
as quite certain that its members or some of them 
will insist that the administration of the Territory 
ought to be probed into.  If the question is forced 
into the Senate, it will not be easy for the leaders 
to avoid ordering the inquiry. 

Quite apart from the specific question whether 
Messrs. Faulkner and Rustgard are fitted for the 
offices to which they have been appointed, enough 
charges as to maladministration in Alaska have 
been set before the subcommittee to cause a stir in 
that body. 
Will Probe 
Morgan-Guggenheim Syndicate. 

If there is an investigation, it will be directed to 
the broad proposition of whether the Morgan-
Guggenheim interests and other great corporate in-

Diary 17,  1910 
June 8 

8 
[clipping continued] 
terests are in reality trying to gobble up Alaska 
and, not content with grabbing up its great mineral 
resources, are trying to control the Government by 
getting their creatures named to the Federal 
offices.  So much has been said on this subject 
that many Senators have come to the conclusion 
the facts ought to be sifted impartially in order that 

the truth may be known one way or another.  
Things have arrived at such a pass that a man who 
accepts an appointment to a Federal job in Alaska 
can hardly escape being charged with the doing of 
things of a corrupt character or of the display of 
leanings in favor of this or that interest. 

One Senator said recently that the only situation 
that compared with the Alaska situation in modern 
times that he knew anything of was the situation in 
India under the famous East India Company, as 
brought out in that famous story of Warren 
Hastings, as told by Macaulay.  While it seems 
incredible that there should exist in an American 
Territory any such regime of exploitation, this 
remark illustrates the fact that there is strong 
feeling on the Alaskan subject in Congress. 
Change Improbable 
Until After Investigation. 

Until Congress is pretty well satisfied as to what 
is actually going on in Alaska it is not probable that 
any change in the government can be effected.  
President Taft insisted at the outset of the session 
strongly on a complete change in the form of 
government.  That is, he wanted a legislative 
council and governor, all of them appointive, to 
administer the country.  This body was to be given 
large authority in the matter of concessions and the 
like. 

From the outset it was impossible to get 
thorough consideration of this proposition for the 
simple reason that about the Senate and the 
House there was rife an atmosphere of suspicion 
that without discredit to the President, big interests 
were hoping they could get their friends named on 
the council.  This illustrates the fact that it is difficult 
to move in Alaskan matters in any direction without 
encountering the fog of doubt that hovers over 
nearly everything relating to the government of the 
territory. 

   
This statement is evidently written by some man 
who is quite well acquainted for he uses the very 
talk of our people who are seeking help to save the 
Territory from the “Big Interests.”  I shall push the 
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fight now with renewed vigor and courage. 
Learned today that the Independent Republicans 

- my friends - in Alaska have called a Republican 
Convention to meet at Juneau June 30 to nominate 
a Delegate - Bully Boys. 
 

Diary 17,  1910 
June 10 

-10th - 
We completed the hearings today before the Sub-
Committee of Judiciary Com. of the Senate on 
confirmations of Rustgard & Faulkner on our 
charges & objections. 
We found we were unable to cross examine Clark 
or Hoggatt so we prepared our evidence in the 
form of affidavits & letters & filed it and made up a 
record.  We are satisfied & think we have two of 
the three sub-committeemen with us. We hope for 
an unfavorable report on the confirmations & pro-
bably an investigation of Alaskan affairs.  Dan and 
Boyce will now go home, & I trust the matter to the 
Lord & the Senate. 
Dan talked to Borah who told him that he & 
Overman agreed that the removals were “an 
outrage” & that if was their intention to vindicate 
him on the floor of the Senate. 

Diary 17,  1910 
June 11 

June 11th  
“Foxy” Walter E. Clark is getting in that peculiar 
underground work for which he is so famous & 
which made him Gov. of Alaska. 
Taking advantage of the Harrison incident of two 
days ago they prepared and had published & 
probably sent out by the Associated Press all over 
the country the attached stuff. There is but a 
modicum of truth in it but [continued on next page] 
 
[clipping] 

ALASKAN CLASSED 
   AS “UNDESIREABLE” 

Delegate Wickersham Is in  
Harrison’s Class. 

CRITICISED BY CONGRESSMEN 
Only Precedent for Refusal of Presi- 

dent to See Representative Harri- 
son Established by Mr. Taft Him- 

self-Had Criticised Administra- 
tion Bill for Territory. 
 
Few incidents during this administration have 

caused so much comment in official life as that of 
President Taft’s refusal to receive Representative 
Francis Burton Harrison of New York, because Mr. 
Harrison had criticised the actions of the President 
and Attorney General Wickersham in connection 
with the predating of the Wickersham 
memorandum on the Glavis-Pinchot charges. 

In the memory of men familiar with official life 
there is only one precedent for the President’s 
actions, which Mr. Taft himself made but a few 
months ago. 

In that case Mr. Taft sent word to Delegate 
Wickersham, of Alaska, that he did not care to see 
him.  Mr. Wickersham had opposed the 
administration bill changing the government of that 
Territory and had used some strong language 
before the House Committee on Territories in that 
connection. 

He desired to see the President to talk over his 
own bill, and called at the White House for an 
audience.  Mr. Taft sent word through this 
secretary that he would not see the Alaskan 
delegate.  That incident did not come to light, 
however, until yesterday. 

Members of Congress take exception to the 
President’s refusal to see Mr. Harrison, because 
they maintain the latter went on business to the 
Executive Office and that President Taft had no 
right to turn him down. 

Also unfavorable comment has been caused by 
the manner in which the turndown was 
administered.  President Roosevelt, it was pointed 
out, used to differ continually with Congressmen, 
but when he did he usually called the offending 
member into his sanctum and told him what he 
thought about him.  Mr. Taft didn’t see Mr. Harrison 
at all, but allowed his secretary, Mr. Norton, to 
convey the unpleasant information. 

Mr. Taft has had grievances before against 
Congressmen, and has not hesitated to tell friends 
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about them, but he never has put the ban on them.  
In the 

Diary 17,  1910 
June 11 

-11 - 
[clipping continued] 
last few weeks some progressive members of the 
Senate didn’t care to go around to the White 
House, but there was none who wouldn’t have 
been received if he had cared to call. 

On the other hand, Mr. Roosevelt’s calling list did 
not include many famous statesmen, among them 
Senator Joseph Benson Foraker, of Ohio; Lieut. 
Gen. Nelson A. Miles, Rear Admiral Schley, 
William Randolph Hearst, and others. 

Representative Tawney aroused the 
Rooseveltian ire by his opposition to the 
President’s pet project in regard to the Secret 
Service, and he did not haut the precincts of 1600 
Pennsylvania avenue until Mr. Taft came into 
office. 

It was said yesterday that Mr. Taft should have 
canceled the appointment with Mr. Harrison, 
because it had been made long ago.  The 
President, however, knew nothing about that 
appointment, just as he knows nothing about many 
similar appointments made each day. 

His secretary attends to most appointments, and 
the President knows nothing about who is coming 
possibly until the doorkeeper notifies him as to who 
is “next.” 

Representative Keliher, of Boston, who is a 
Democrat, said last night that if he and 
Representative Goldfogle had known that the 
President would not receive Representative 
Harrison they would not have called on him. 

 
[continued from previous page] 
the Guggenheim publicity bureau is anxious to get 
that kind of stuff and they will use it in Alaska to 
convince the people there that I am persona non 
grata at the White  & therefore they ought to elect 
someone else.  Its good politics for the Guggies, in 
Alaska & that is what Clark is working for. 

Dan leaves tonight for Boston & then for home in 
Alaska.  Boyce will go Monday & they will meet at 

the “X” roads. 
The President today remitted the fines & penalty of 
imprisonment in the cases of Pratt & Leber – upon 
my report – Sent telegram to Pratt at Fairbanks – 
glad its done. 

Diary 17,  1910 
June 12 

-12th - 
The Republicans at Juneau have called a general 
convention & sent out notices, made an 
apportionment etc. and will hold a Republican 
Convention at Juneau on June 30th to nominate a 
Republican Candidate for delegate, etc. 
The Union-Labor-Socialists have already 
nominated O’Connor, and now what will 
Shackleford do? Will he call another Convention 
and add the third man to the race, or will he 
support - with his corporation friends - the Western 
Federation Candidate about which he talks so 
much? 
They are of course trying their best, & with some 
success to convey the impression that I am 
persona non grata to the President - that is the 
penalty I must pay for fighting the President’s 
Beveridge bill - I’ll pay it!! 

Diary 17,  1910 
June 13 

-13th - 
Saw Atty. Genl. - Asst. Harr. about criminal activity 
of the Guggenheims in Alaska.  Gave him copies 
of all papers I have bearing on the subject matter & 
he promised me an immediate and searching 
investigation and if evidence will support the 
charges a prosecution of those guilty. 
Applied to Senator Nelson for a sight of other 
matters filed before him in confirmation of Rustgard 
- Faulkner case but he refused.  Nelsons idea of 
justice is to try the fellow in secret, - without X 
examination & convict him if he is your enemy & 
acquit him if he is your friend. 
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Diary 17,  1910 
June 14 

-14th - 
Much to my surprise I received the following letter 
early this morning: 
“THE WHITE HOUSE, WASHINGTON” 
 June 13th 1910. 
MY DEAR SIR: 

IF YOU WILL COME TO MY OFFICE AT YOUR 
CONVENIENCE I SHALL BE VERY GLAD TO 
SEE YOU. 
 VERY TRULY YOURS,  
 CHARLES D. NORTON  
 SECRETARY TO THE PRESIDENT 
Hon James Wickersham 
The New Varnum, Washington, D.C. 
This letter is important just now for because 
Shackleford & Clark & Hoggatt are trying to make it 
appear that I am not to be allowed to go to the 
White House etc.  Barney sent a telegram to 
Alaska this morning  

Diary 17,  1910 
June 14 

14 
to the newspapers saying that I had spent 
yesterday with the Atty Genl. & was invited to 
White House today etc. all of which affects the 
publicity efforts of my enemies to discredit me on 
that matter. 

Boyce left today for West.  Will meet Dan at 
Chicago & it seems quite probable now that 
Faulkner & Rustgard will not be confirmed - see 
clipping from this afternoon Times: 

 
PROBES TO GO OVER  

UNTIL NEXT SESSION 
At least three and maybe more of the 

Congressional “investigations” will either go over 
until the next session of Congress or else will be 
prosecuted during the summer and fall. 
Sensation is Expected 

As for the Alaskan investigation brought about by 
the Guggenheim activity in politics and other things 
in the Territory, it is altogether probably that the 
findings of the Senate committee will not become 
known until some time in the summer and perhaps 
not until Congress reconvenes in the winter.  This 
promises to be the most sensation of all then 

Congressional investigations begun this session. 
 

It now looks as if it were the intention of the Taft 
people to put this matter off until they get a report 
from Alaska “McNamara” 

Diary 17,  1910 
June 15 

June 15 
Have made an earnest effort today to get a 
pressure upon Senator Beveridge to force him to 
pass my Miners Labor Lien Bill & the Detention 
Hospitals Bill. 
Welliver and Rep. Good met in my office this 
morning & agreed to go and see him & urge him to 
action.  Have not heard what success they had but 
hope for the best. 
 
[clipping] 

LOOKING BACKWARD 
        ON CAPITOL HILL 

Taft Bills, Mangled by 
Legislative Wheels, Sur- 

veyed by Solons. 
PASSAGE OF FOUR 

 IS NOW ASSURED 
Executive’s Friends Find Consola 
tion in Importance of Measures  

Which Go Through. 
With the end of Congress near at hand there is 

considerable looking backward today by the 
statesmen on Capitol hill, and much talk of the 
deeds that have been done and the bills that have 
been “done up.” 

Interest centers of course, in the Taft legislative 
program and the general opinion is that Congress 
has not been generous to the Chief Executive.  
Congress started the big wheels of the legislative 
machine December 6, with apparent good will 
toward all men and more especially toward the 
President.  Mr. Taft, in messages and informally 
submitted recommendations for the passage of 
bills on seventeen subjects of legislation.  Of the 
bills on the subjects introduced some have been 
much considered, some a little and many have 
been buried in the archives of various committees.  
None have reached the statute books. 

 45



Alaska State Library – Historical Collections         Diary of James Wickersham  
MS 107 BOX 3  DIARY 17  Feb. 8, 1910 through Aug. 28, 1910 

Four Bills Go Through. 
Four numbers of the program, however, are 

certain to be carried out, and friends of the 
President say that their importance makes a very 
good showing.  The others, they hope, may receive 
better treatment at the short session next winter.  
The railroad bill, star number on the program, may 
be passed within a few days, minus several 
important features advocated by the President. 

A bill authorizing the President to withdraw public 
lands from entry has passed the House, and 
another bill on the same subject is near passage 
on the Senate.  They will have to go through the 
hands of the conference committee. 

The two branches of Congress have passed 
postal savings bank bills that conflict in many 
particulars, but the bills will be settled without much 
trouble, probably by the acceptance of the House 
bill by the Senate. 

Diary 17,  1910 
June 15-16 

-15 - 
[clipping continued] 

Measures Pending. 
A measure providing that the Government shall 

dispose separately of agricultural land underlain 
with coal, will be ready for the President’s 
signature in a few days. 

A bill for the admission of Arizona and New 
Mexico to Statehood has passed the House and 
another is pending in the Senate, but whether 
further action will be taken is a question.  Ship 
subsidy stirred up a scandal in the House and is 
done for in this session.  Federal incorporation was 
proposed in bills introduced in both branches of 
Congress, but they never got under headway.  A 
bill to regulate the issuing of injunctions appeared 
in the House, but did not get serious consideration. 

Nine Conservation Bills. 
Nine bills bearing on conservation were 

presented at the instance of the President, but 
seven of them were destined never to see the light.  
A bill to issue $30,000,000 worth of Government 
securities to assist the ?mation of the Ways and 
Means Committee. 

A bill for the improvement of the government in 

Alaska was introduced in both houses, but not 
passed.  In the Senate the bill, when presented, 
became the center of a mob scene and was 
withdrawn. 

 
The Senate is pushing things & it now looks like 
adjournment by the last of next week.  I am to 
make a speech tomorrow in the house. 

-16th - 
Made a 20 minute talk in the House & got leave to 
extend my remarks in the record - I am making it 
the basis for a good optimistic and carefully 
prepared speech on Alaska - It will include 
statistics of its trade & the character of the people 
as well as a discussion of Alaska’s legal & 
constitutional status in the Nation. 

Diary 17,  1910 
June 17 

-17th - 
Finished my speech today & will now go to packing 
preparatory to my trip “back to Alaska” next week. 
My miners labor lien bill & the Insane bill were 
reported in the Senate yesterday. 
[clipping] 

Mr. BURNHAM, from the Committee on 
Territories, to whom was referred the bill (H.R. 
24833) to provide for the care and support of 
insane persons in the Territory of Alaska reported it 
without amendment and submitted a report (No. 
862) thereon. 

Mr. NELSON, from the Committee on Territories, 
to whom was referred the bill (H.R. 24149) to 
create, establish, and enforce a miner’s labor lien 
in the Territory of Alaska, and for other purposes, 
reported it without amendment. 
 
I hope this action means final passage.  Two days 
ago I got Mr. James W. Good of Iowa and Mr. 
Welliver, a newspaper man to go to Beveridge & lo! 
the mountain brought for my bills!  I am greatly 
pleased & if they go through I’ll go home a victor.  
Then, too, it now looks as if the Rustgard & 
Faulkner confirmations may hang over the 
Session. 

Diary 17,  1910 -18th - 
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June 18 My speech is in type & will be in the Record 
tomorrow - I intend to have 10,000 copies & have 
Barney send a copy to each newspaper in the U.S. 
& ask for support next winter to pass an elective 
territorial assembly bill.  Saw Senator Borah today 
– a row is on & the Sub-Com. cannot agree & it 
looks as if Faulkner & Rustgard may not be 
confirmed. – at least at this session. 
Congressman Good thinks he can get my Miner’s 
Laborers Lien & Insane Bills through – He says 
Nelson and Burnham do not yet know that they are 
my bills – they reported them for passage without 
amendments & that looks good, & leaves them but 
little excuse for failure to put them through. 

Diary 17,  1910 
June 19 

Sunday 19th  
Received a telegram this morning: 
 “Nome, Alaska, June 18th” 
Hon James Wickersham, M-C  
 Washington, D.C. 
Republican convention here June Sixteenth 
unanimously instruct for you Juneau convention 
also endorsed your work in Congress and favor 
platform elective legislature as against Beveridge 
bill and support interests. Proxies wired Major 
Valentine.  Nine out of ten people Seward 
peninsula will vote for you 
 William A Gilmore 
 Wm A. Eddy, Chairman Secy. 
 Ira D. Orton, Committeeman 
That “ought to keep Fink busy” when he gets to 
Nome.  Am getting ready to go home this week. 

Diary 17,  1910 
June 20-21 

-20th - 
Looks as if Nelson would land his man - Rustgard.  
He got him appointed after getting Boyce removed, 
& then packed the jury & got on as foreman - 
became plaintiff, prosecutor, foreman of jury &, of 
course, will find such a verdict as he wants. 
 
[clipping] 

RUSTGARD’S NAME 
MEETS WITH FAVOR 

Senate Judiciary Committee 
Approves of Nomination 

As Alaskan Prosecutor. 
Action taken by the Senate Judiciary Committee 

today proved the decision of the committee not to 
consider the many charges of corruption in Alaska 
presented in connection with the dismissal of 
District Attorney Boyce and Marshall Daniel 
Southerland. 

The committee voted at the meeting today in 
favor of the confirmation of the nomination of John 
Rustgard, who is named to succeed Boyce as 
district attorney.  As the time of the committee was 
limited, owing to the early hour at which the Senate 
met today, action on the nomination of Herbert L. 
Faulkner for United States Marshal was 
postponed. 

-21st - 
[clipping] 

CONFIRMATIONS. 
Executive nominations confirmed by the Senate 

June 20, 1910 
UNITED STATES ATTORNEY. 

John Rustgard to be United States attorney for 
the District of Alaska, division No. 1. 

 
“Faulkner seems to be left out - but he is not ended 
-they will probably push him through 

Diary 17,  1910 
June 21 

-21- 
[clipping] 

UNWELCOME GUESTS’ CLUB 
ENLARGING MEMBERSHIP 

Organization Called Into Being By White House 
Compares Favorably With Its Predecessor, the 

Ananias  
Followers-Francis B. Harrison Latest Addition. 

 
It used to be the Ananias Club.  Now it is the 

Association of Unwelcome Guests that has been 
called into being by the White House. 

Nobody really realized how the Unwelcome 
Guest Club had been quietly growing until the late 
unpleasantness suffered by Representative 
Francis Burton Harrison.  Since that time, 
statesmen with a thoughtful turn of mind have 
been in as charter members, so to speak. 
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First of all, of course, there is Gifford Pinchot.  
He used to be the most welcome of the welcome 
visitors back in the Roosevelt regime, but times 
have changed since the former forester lined up 
against Secretary Ballinger and the White House 
now sees him no more. 

Representative John A. Martin (Dem., Col.) feels 
that he is persona non grata there too.  Martin 
hasn’t been on pleasant terms with the 
Administration since he began fulminating against 
Attorney General Wickersham on the sale of the 
Philippine friar lands. 

Representative Henry T. Rainey (Dem., Ill.) is 
particularly under the Presidential ban for his 
utterances along the same lines against not only 
Attorney General Wickersham, but Henry W. Taft, 
the President’s brother as well. 

Delegate Wickersham, of Alaska, charged that 
the Guggenheims controlled the removal and 
appointment of Federal officials in Alaska.  Result:  
His relations with the White House are strained. 

And, now comes Francis Burton Harrison (Dem., 
N.Y.), who drew a full fledged membership through 
his charge in connection with the predating of the 
summary by the Attorney General of the Glavis 
charges. 
 
Introduced a bill a day or two ago to establish Leper 
Hospital at Seward - Surgeon Genl. Wyman called 
me up this morning & we went to see Hale, Com. 
on App. Senate, & requested him to secure an app. 
of $5,000 for a years work in that line - but think it 
doubtful. Am  

Diary 17,  1910 
June 21 

-21- 
getting many telegrams about political conditions in 
Alaska.  I am afraid that our boys will lose the fight 
to capture Shackleford’s convention, not because 
we are in the minority but because Shackleford’s 
“machine” has control of the organization. 
Recd, telephone message this morning from 
McNamara, whom the Atty. Genl is sending to 
investigate matters in Alaska, that he desired to 
see me at 3 p.m. at my office. 
McNamara came & we had a long talk over the 

Alaska situation - he goes armed with secret 
service & other men, & ought to do something.  
Save him copy of my speech for general conditions 
& told him more particularly about Hoggatt, 
Shackleford & Clark etc.  I am to meet him out at 
Seattle & telegraphed Douglas San Francisco to 
meet us there. 

Diary 17,  1910 
June 21 

-21- 
[clipping]  

The Senate Committee on Public Buildings and 
Grounds reported the omnibus public buildings bill 
today, three minutes after it had been received 
from the House. 

It carries an appropriation of $26,000,000, or 
$5,000,000 more than authorized in the original 
House bill. 

The more important amendments are those 
appropriating $100,000 for an immigrant station at 
Baltimore; $200,000 for a post office at Lincoln, 
Neb.; $200,000 for a for a public building at 
Amarilla, Tex.; $135,000 for a courthouse at 
Chickasa, Okla.; $200,000 for a post office and 
courthouse at Juneau, Alaska; $40,0000 for an 
executive mansion at Juneau; $1,250,000 for 
Government offices at New Haven, Conn. 

 
This Is My Public Bldg. Bill For Juneau!  I also got 
an amendment in the Senate for $5,000 for 
quarantine services at Seward. 
I have prepared a statement of half dozen copies 
showing Senator Beveridge’s aid to the 
Guggenheim Copper River Road by exemption 
from taxation for 10 years.  Beveridge has reported 
the bill in the Senate and it may pass at any time- 
am loading half a dozen Indiana Democrats for 
him, & also some “Insurgent” Republicans – 
Hope it may be in shape to be useful against him 
out in his Indiana campaign. 

I am getting ready to go home on Thursday - 
think nothing more can be accomplished here. 

X          X         X 
Diary 17,  1910 
June 22 

-22 - 
Conditions in Alaska mixed – The Shackleford 
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Convention for 28th is gathering force and my 
friends are to hold one at Juneau on 30th.  Under 
the Shackleford call the town of Cordova has 39 
delegates out of 50 in the district! ”Judge” Goodell 
is a candidate.  He obtained his title by my 
appointing him Justice of the Peace at Knik!  
Goodell, however, is a remarkable man.  He 
missed being a great man only for the lack of some 
minor quality which would have kept him in a 
dignified and consistent line of action, for he is a 
man of strong vigorous and keen mind, but too lazy 
and worthless to use it.  

Diary 17,  1910 
June 23 

-23rd - 
Prepared an article for Colliers on “The State of 
Alaska,” in which I pointed out that Alaska is 
destined to be a State in the Union & that it now 
equals California when it was made a State. 
We will go home on Saturday. 
My Lien & Detention Hospital Bills are on the 
Calendar in the Senate & if not objected-to will go 
through - probably.  Also the Guggenheim bills for 
exemption from taxation & grant of the waterfront; 
at Cordova - both of which ought to be defeated. 
It is very hot, and both Debbie & I suffer - but she 
more than I.  Will leave my affairs with 
Congressman Good of Iowa if the  

Diary 17,  1910 
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23 
Congress does not adjourn on Saturday. 
He and others have agreed to fight - the 
Guggenheim bills - but they may go through any 
way.  I gave Mr. Good a pair of cuff buttons, - 
made with two big nuggets of gold from Ester 
Creek which Tindal & Finn gave me - He was 
greatly pleased - & I also gave him a letter 
acknowledging my obligation to him for his 
assistance in Alaska matters before the House 
Com. on Ter. 
The Senate has passed the Public Buildings bill 
with amendments putting in my $250,000 for 
Juneau public building but they cut it and gave 
$40,000 to the erection of a Governor’s mansion.  
Also got $5,000 for Quarantine work at Seward - in 
re Leprosy. 

Diary 17,  1910 
June 24 

June 24th  
I am done - & go home in the morning - at 11:45 
on the Penn Ry to Chicago & from there on the 
N.R. Ry. 
Today my public buildings bill for Juneau - 
$200,000 for post office and customs house, and 
my bill for two detention hospitals - one at 
Fairbanks and one at Nome, passed.  The Miners 
Labor Lien law is passed the House & is now on 
the Senate Calendar & may pass. Congressman 
Good will look after it & Senator Jones. 
The Senate today passed the bill exempting the 
Copper River road from taxes - I have prepared 
brief & objections & leave them with Good, who 
promises to keep it from passing the House. 

Diary 17,  1910 
June 24 

24 
The President has appointed C.D. Murane, Judge 
in Moore’s place - not a bad appointment & I will 
not make any objection. 
All in all I have not fared badly: 
1. Killed the Beveridge Bill. 
2. Passed my Mine Inspection Bill 
3. Passed my Hospital Bill 
4. Passed my public Buildings Bill 
5. Passed my Labor Lien Bill 
In view of my fight with the Administration that is 
not bad & I go home feeling satisfied under the 
circumstances. 
Many Congressmen got nothing - so I am pretty 
well off, even with a scrap. 

Diary 17,  1910 
June 25 

-June 25th - 
My Miners Labor Lien Bill came up in the Senate 
this morning & Senator Hughes of Colorado made 
objection - but Senator Jones of Wash. & Senator 
Frazier of Tennessee went to him & explained & by 
the time I got over to the Senate they had passed 
the bill! 
My speech is done & Barney will put into the mails 
at once.  We paid our bills & left Washington at 
11:45 noon for Alaska. 
I wrote a good fair letter to Norton, the Pres. private 
secretary & am generally satisfied with the results 
of my winters work. 
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Diary 17,  1910 
June 26-29 

-26th - 
Chicago at 8:30 crossed Ill. during the day. 
St Paul in the evening & got my lower berths for 
both to Seattle. 

-27th - 
Jamestown & N.D. & Glendie Montana.  It is very 
hot & dusty. 

-28- 
Helena Mont, to Spokane Wash, in daytime. 

-29th - 
Reached Seattle on exact time - 1:40 hours less 
than 4 days from Washington D.C. to Seattle.  Sent 
some telegrams - one to Valentine at Juneau & 
one to Harry to come down tomorrow. 

Diary 17,  1910 
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29 
Recd, telegram from Valentine saying the 
Shackleford convention at Douglas had nominated 
Ed. S. Orr for Delegate! 
Say - Orr is not a citizen of the U.S. is he? He 
certainly took out British or Canadian papers at 
Dawson renouncing his American citizenship. 
Orr, however, is probably the most dangerous 
opponent they could have given me as he is big, 
strong, good humored, silent, obedient – an ideal 
candidate for the “big interests.”  Recd. telegram 
from Valentine saying Orr was nominated & asking 
me to send him a good telegram for use before our 
convention tomorrow. 
 
[clipping] 
HOME RULE ASKED BY  
 ALASKA REPUBLICANS 

Juneau, Alaska, Wednesday, June 29. - The 
Republican territorial convention in session here 
today adopted a plank for its platform favoring 
home rule when the proper time comes.  The 
convention asks for the division of the territory and 
opposes conservation as now practiced in Alaska, 
citing that coal lands are allowed to lie idle while 
coal is imported from British Columbia and Japan.  
Resolutions were adopted landing the 
administration of President W. H. Taft and of Gov. 
Walter E. Clark. 

Two ballots have been taken for candidate for 
territorial delegate, but no choice has been made.  
Those voted upon are M.J. O’Connor, Douglas; 
George W. Schofield, Nome; John Goodell, 
Cordova; Ed. S. Orr, Valdez; Leroy Tozier, 
Fairbanks.  

Diary 17,  1910 
June 29-30 

29 
Mother and Harry came over yesterday & 
remained all night with us. - we are, as usual, at 
the Rainier-Grand Hotel. 
 
[clipping] 

WICKERSHAM HERE; 
PREDICTS HE WILL 
BE ELECTED AGAIN 

Delegate Says Defeat of the 
Alaska Council Bill Is 

Feather in Cap. 
Mine Inspection Law 

“In addition to this, the mine inspection law of the 
United States has been extended to include Alaska 
and is applicable to all minerals.  The Treadwell 
people and other big interests had expensive 
lobbies fighting tooth and nail against this bill, 
seeking to be exempted from the regulations that 
apply in the states. 

“Minor matters of benefit that were passed 
included a $200,000 appropriation for a public 
building at Juneau, and $25,000 for hospitals for 
the insane at Nome and Fairbanks. 

“In regard to the coal situation in Alaska all I 
insist on is that the people of Alaska get the benefit 
and that the deposits do not fall into the hands of 
big interests.” 

Judge Wickersham and his wife will leave for the 
North Sunday night. 

 
[clipping] 
REVIEWS LAWS OBTAINED 
Pleased With Miner’s Lien Law, Extension of Mine 
Inspection to the North and Appropriations Passed 
for Public Buildings 

Expressing full confidence that he will be sent 
back to Washington to succeed himself as 
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delegate from Alaska, Judge James Wickersham 
arrived with his wife early yesterday afternoon from 
Washington and registered at the Rainier-Grand. 

“I regard the defeat of the legislative council bill 
for Alaska as the most important achievement of 
my year’s effort,” said he.  “If I could have felt 
assured at the beginning of the session that I 
should find the strength to kill it, all the rest of the 
work of the session would have been easy sailing. 

Objections to Bill 
“This bill sought to impose on Alaska’s 50,000 

white people a form of government inferior to that 
granted the natives of the Philippines, and it was 
part of the plan to place them under the bureau of 
insular affairs, with from five to nine men appointed 
by the president to rule the territory.  It was 
because of this bill and my opposition to it that the 
trouble with Maj. Richardson arose. 
“I am entirely optimistic in regard to Alaska’s 
legislative affairs and her present ratio of 
development.  At the last day of the session almost 
at the last moment, we secured the passage of the 
miner’s labor lien law, with the able assistance of 
Senator Wesley L. Jones, of this state.  This law 
was fought bitterly by the corporate interests.  Its 
passage gives the men who do the work their first 
real hold on the products of their labor. 

-30- 
Shackleford seems to have had quite a time with 
himself at his little convention at Douglas, for it took 
him two days with only half a dozen delegates to 
nominate his man - wonder if my friends will be as 
long. 

Diary 17,  1910 
June 30 

-30- 
Every paper and magazine in Seattle is opposing 
me for reelection - not a single paper will give me 
as fair as statement as they do my opponents and 
Seattle is against me - I also find that Major 
Richardson is ahead of me in Alaska using all his 
power and influence against me.  The papers also 
announce that Gov. Clark is going to Alaska to 
fight me - sure. 
 
[clipping] 

ORR IS CHOSEN AS 
    STANDARD BEARER 

Alaska Republicans Make a 
Choice for Delegate Candi- 

Date at Juneau 
By Cable to Associated Press. 

JUNEAU, Alaska, June 29.-Ed. S. Orr, of Valdez, 
was nominated today as the Republican candidate 
for territorial delegate to Congress.  The 
nomination was made on the third ballot, when 
Leroy Tozier, of Fairbanks, who had been running 
a close second to Orr, withdrew his name and 
threw his support to the Valdez man. 

The convention adopted a plank for its platform 
favoring home rule when the proper time comes. 

The convention asked for the division of the 
territory and opposes conservation as now 
practiced in Alaska, citing the coal lands are being 
allowed to lie idle, while coal is imported from 
British Columbia and Japan.  Resolutions were 
adopted lauding the administration of President 
Taft and Gov. Clark. 

 
[clipping] 
WICKERSHAM NAMED  
 TO RUN AGAINST ORR 
“Insurgent” Republicans at Juneau 
Nominate in Opposition to  
Shackleford “Regulars” 

JUNEAU, Alaska, June 30,-James Wickersham 
was nominated to succeed himself as territorial 
delegate to congress by the “insurgent” Republican 
convention, which met here today, representing 
the faction opposed to National Committeeman 
L.P. Shackleford.  Wickersham’s nomination was 
made on the first ballot and was unanimous. 

His opponent is Ed Orr, of Valdez, who was 
nominated by the regular Republican convention 
yesterday.  The Democrats have not named a 
candidate, but a committee selected at the 
convention here several weeks ago is expected to 
meet within a few days and pick a man to run 
against Wickersham and Orr. 
The insurgents adopted resolutions indorsing 
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Delegate Wickersham’s acts in congress, 
denouncing the Beveridge bill of the government of 
Alaska, protesting against the forest reserve policy 
in Alaska and the tying up of coal lands, and 
demanding a federal investigation of the charges 
made in Washington concerning the attempts of 
the corporations to secure control of the judicial 
system of the territory. 

Diary 17,  1910 
June 30 

30 
[clipping] 

INSURGENT CONVENTION 
 NOMINATES WICKERSHAM 

Alaska Republicans Adopt Platform De- 
nouncing Forest Reserves and Tie- 

ing Up of Coal Lands. 
JUNEAU, Alaska.  Friday, July 1.-James 

Wickersham was nominated to succeed himself as 
territorial delegate to Congress by the “insurgent” 
Republican convention, which met here yesterday, 
representing the faction opposed to National 
Committeeman L.P. Shackleford.  Wickersham’s 
nomination was made on the first ballot, and was 
unanimous. 

His opponent is Ed S. Orr, of Valdez, who was 
nominated by the regular Republican convention 
yesterday.  The Democrats have not named a 
candidate, but a committee selected at the 
convention held several weeks ago is expected to 
meet within a few days and pick a man to run 
against Wickersham and Orr. 

The platform denounces the Beveridge bill for 
the government of Alaska, protests against the 
forest-reserve policy and condemns the tying up of 
coal lands by the government. 

 
[clipping] 

INSURGENTS WOULD 
 OUST SHACKLEFORD 
Juneau Rump Convention Also 

Asks for Removal of 
Governor 

By Cable to Associated Press. 
JUNEAU, Alaska, July 1.-The “insurgent” 

Republican convention which met her yesterday 
and nominated James Wickersham as a candidate 
to succeed himself as territorial delegate to 
congress, passed a resolution, separate from the 
platform, demanding the removal of Gov. Walter E. 
Clark and asking the Republican national 
committee to depose L.P. Shackelford from his 
position as committeeman from Alaska.  Mr. 
Shackelford is the leader of the “regulars,” 
who held a convention at Douglas Wednesday and 
nominated Ed. S. Orr, of Valdez, to run against 
Delegate Wickersham at the election next fall. 

The charges against Committeeman Shackelford 
are made in the resolution.  The resolution charges 
“he spent the winter at Washington lobbying 
against measures introduced by Delegate 
Wickersham, a Republican, and overwhelmingly 
indorsed by the Alaska people; that he deceived 
the administration, maliciously slandered people of 
Alaska and formed false charges against honest 
officials of the territory in order to stop criminal 
prosecution against his friends.” 

The resolution charges that Gov. Clark 
misrepresented the people of Alaska while in 
Washington and demands his removal on the 
grounds that he has lost the respect of the people 
of Alaska. 
 
Find a great many of my Alaskan friends here and 
am receiving also many promises of support - 
though there are the usual number of 
disappointments and “backsliders”.  Sent $ 500.00 
to W.A. Gilmore my manager at Nome, who wants 
it for the use of the “Gold Digger” which is 
supporting me while Nugget is fighting me bitterly. 

Diary 17,  1910 
July 1 

-1- 
Recd, telegram from Gilmore saying that my 
charges at Nome are good - also telegram from 
Sutherland at Juneau saying we are sure, etc.  The 
suggestion in the opposite [below] clipping from 
the Seattle Times is the fist friendly word in Seattle 
& it looks like a “job”.  Perkins tells me that Joslin 
has gone North to fight me - & it may be that he will 
do the job of getting O’Connor & the W. H. to quit & 
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support Orr!!! 
 
[clipping] 

PREDICT ED ORR 
CANNOT WIN IN 
DELEGATE FIGHT 

While Personally Popular in  
Alaska, Northerners Think 
Aspirant’s Politics Savors 

Too Much of Guggenheim. 
WICKERSHAM HAS GOOD 
CHANCE OF REELECTION 

Indications Strongly That Way 
Unless John O’Connor, Labor 
Candidate, Makes Unexpect- 

ed Alliance. 
Alaska politicians now in Seattle do not give Ed S. 
Orr, the regular Republican nominee, a chance to 
win the delegate fight in the Northern territory next 
month.  Orr personally is one of the most popular 
men in the North, but close students of Alaska 
affairs insist that his platform, which closely follows 
the thoughts of the Hoggatt-Clark-Guggenheim 
alliance, is so unpopular that Orr’s chances are no 
better than those of John Carson two years ago. 

Orr spends his winters in Valdez and probably 
knows every voter in and about that town. Yet 
when he wanted to head the delegation to the 
Juneau convention, Valdez elected a ticket headed 
by Elmer E. Ritchie, formerly of Seattle, by a vote 
of 135 to 40.  This was not interpreted as an affront 
to Orr, but an expression of popular feeling Valdez 
that Orr’s politics were wrong. 

Unless an alliance is made that gives John 
O’Conner, of Fairbanks, the labor candidate, an 
unexpected advantage, Delegate James 
Wickersham will be re-elected.  O’Conner might 
win with Democratic support and the secret aid of 
the anti-Wickersham Republicans, but on a straight 
labor vote he is not expected to pull out ahead. 

The special committee representing the 
Democratic convention which has authority to 
nominate a candidate has not acted and probably 
will not do so for some time.  A meeting has been 

called, but some of the members of the committee 
are away from Juneau. 
Alaska politicians in Seattle declare that the 
Democratic committee is inclined to listen to L.P. 
Shackleford, W.B. Hoggatt and others of the 
Guggenheim branch of politics.  For that reason 
some action calculated to hurt Wickersham the 
most is predicted. 

Diary 17,  1910 
July 1 

-Sunday July 1 1910- 
[clipping] 
SOCIETY 
MRS. BENJAMIN L. GATES gave one of the 
largest and most attractive teas of the week, this 
afternoon, at her residence, 1018 Roanoke Street, 
in honor of her sister, Mrs. William H. Parsons, of 
Alaska, who is to make her home in this city, for 
her sister-in-law, Mrs. Edgar L. Webster, a bride of 
the year, and for Mrs. Wickersham, wife of Judge 
James Wickersham of Alaska. 

Mrs. Gates, Mrs. Parsons, Mrs. Webster, Mrs. 
Wickersham and Mrs. Laura E. Webster, mother of 
Mrs. Gates, received the guests in the living room, 
which was decorated in a color scheme of yellow 
roses, coreopsis and nasturtiums. 

The diningroom, where punch was served by 
Miss Bessie Carmichael, Miss Maurine Gates and 
Miss Rosamond Parsons, was in pink, La France 
and Caroline Testout roses were used in profusion 
here.  The library was decorated entirely with red 
roses – Jacqueminots. 

The tea table was arranged in the ballroom.  The 
walls and ceiling were entirely covered with a 
network of spirea, sweet peas and ferns.  The table 
was in the national colors and covered in Cluny 
lace with a centerpiece of red, white and blue 
flowers.  Red candles in brass holders were 
arranged about the room and numerous American 
flags were draped artistically here and there. 

An Hawaiian orchestra, screened from view on 
the veranda, gave several selections during the 
receiving hours. 

Mrs. Falcon Joslyn, Mrs. Walter F. Foster, Mrs. 
E.M. Carr, Mrs. A.B. Llewellyn, Mrs. H.C. Peters, 
Mrs. E.C. Burke, Mrs. Donald b. Olson and Mrs. 
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John Ryan alternated in presiding over the urns, 
assisted by Misses Margery and Genevieve Van 
Winkle, Miss Helen Roberts and Miss Crouch. 

Mrs. Earl Pooler assisted in entertaining the 
guests and Miss Jean Peters received the cards at 
the door. 

 
We will leave Seattle tonight at 9 on the steamer 
“City of Seattle.” 
Recd telegram from Dan Sutherland from Juneau 
saying that he was going to Valdes-Cordova-
Seward to make speeches & thence into the 
interior. 

L.V. Ray of Seward was chairman of my 
convention – though Valentine was the power 
behind the throne. 
Left Seattle at 9 on “City of Seattle.” 

-July 4th - 
Beautiful day – Gulf of Georgia, Seymour Narrows 
- Queen Charlotte 
Id.  Quite a few aboard.  Kinzie, Supt. Of Treadwell 
& family aboard. 
Johnson whipped Jeffries at Reno, Nev. prize fight. 

Diary 17,  1910 
July 5-6 

-July 5- 
Milbank Sound in morning - Prince Rupert in 
evening. Saw several Alaska friends - an hour, 
raining - Grand Trunk Ry is building out of Rupert - 
eastward.  

-July 6th - 
Ketchikan at 5:30 a.m. Saw Capt. Connell, Hunt, 
Ingersoll, Howdeshall & others. 2 hours. Gave 
Howdeshall for “Miner” etc $100. They think I will 
carry Ketchikan by good majority. 
Juneau Baseball Club on board.  “Pink” is one of 
the number – he tells me he was in Daniels class 
in the Tacoma schools years ago. 
Made a speech – 15 min. in Wrangell – saw the 
people etc. Town is friendly & I am pleased.  

Diary 17,  1910 
July 7 

-July 7th - 
Juneau in forenoon & remained until 2:30 p.m.  
Saw Valentine & a lot of my friends. 
Orr is here & is going up to Skagway & Fairbanks 
as I go. They are posting photographic copies of 
my letter of April 8, 1908 to Stephen Birch, in 

answer to his letter to me, asking me to become 
his attorney etc. 
It is a good fair letter and nothing in it - but since it 
is addressed to Birch & about employment they are 
using it to injure me etc. But what of it? 
Boat went to Taku Glacier & then to Skagway. 

Diary 17,  1910 
July 8 

-8th - 
Juneau is in good shape & my friends active - they 
think we will have a fair vote in Treadwell - 

Arrived in Skagway this morning - Orr, 
Shackleford, Winn, Jack Ansby etc. also.  I 
received a very friendly reception & my friends 
assure me of a good vote.  Spent 2 hours visiting & 
then left on train for Whitehorse. 
Orr, Shackleford & Ansby on board going inside. 
Whitehorse tonight & boat down Yukon at 11. 
Orr & bunch admit my strength on coast but say 
they will beat me in the interior. 

Diary 17,  1910 
July 9 

-9th - 
La Barge this morning - 30 Mile.  Sent a telegram 
from the office at lower end of Lake LaBarge to Dr. 
Alfred Thompson, Dawson, Y. T. 
“Am on Selkirk.  Have four certified official copies 
of Ed. S. Orrs citizenship papers made for me this 
afternoon by clerk.” 
Beautiful day. 
Ansby is going to the Koyukuk to “vote the rough 
necks” etc. for Orr.  The “sack” is open. 

Diary 17,  1910 
July 10 

-10th - 
While in Skagway I was shown a copy of a letter 
written by the President to Gov. Clark about 
conditions in Alaska - a letter written in defense of 
the President’s Alaskan policy - & written at this 
time & to my enemies to defeat me if possible. 
My opposition: 
1. The President, and his Administration 
2. The Money of the Alaska Syndicate 
3. The Seattle Newspapers 
4. The Clark, Shackleford, Orr, combination 
5. The “Regular” Republicans 
6. The Purchasable Voter 

Diary 17,  1910 
July 10-11 

10 
We will get to Dawson this evening – it is a 
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beautiful Sunday and I am reading “The Foreigner, 
a tale of the Saskatchawani: by Ralph Connor. 

-11th - 
Went to “Regina Hotel” but no rooms & went to 
“Argonaut”- 
“Sarah” came in last night & will go out this 
afternoon 
at 4 p.m.  Called on Gov. Henderson, Judge 
Dugas, M.P. Congdon, etc. People here friendly.  
O’Connor - the Union Labor Candidate came up on 
“Sarah” enroute to the coast.  Long talk with him & 
feel encourage - he is going to fight his battle at 
Treadwell & Cordova & I am pleased 

Diary 17,  1910 
July 11-12 

11 
to have him fight our common enemy in their 
strongholds. 
Left Dawson at 5 - & reached Fortymile at 11 - 
wrote a letter to Beatty at Steel Creek & made 
arrangement for tickets & the care of my interests.  

-12th - 
Eagle City at 2 a.m. & was ashore an hour or so -
saw Myers, Hilliard, Thompson, Cox and many 
other friends & they say I am sure of a big vote 
here. Left ballots, etc.  When the boat started my 
friends gave me their cheers etc, My old home 
looks fine & comfortable - Myers paid me $70 
accumulated rents.  I shall always love Eagle City.  

Diary 17,  1910 
July 12-13 

12 
Left tickets at Woodchopper. 
Reached Circle City - 5 p.m.  Saw Frank Jewett, 
Dodsons, etc., spent an hour “rounding up” 
Jewett & Dodson tell me I will carry a good vote in 
Circle this time - I did not last election.  The fight of 
the N.C. will help me by giving me all their 
opponents, and they are numerous.  Jewett, 
Dodson et. al. run opposition establishments.  

-13 - 
Ft. Yukon 2 a.m.  There is no election precinct here 
and so I left tickets for the Chandlar, Yukon Flats, 
Rampart tonight. 

Diary 17,  1910 
July 14 

-14th - 
We remained at Rampart for several hours last 
night & we - Orr, Shackleford & I saw the voters.  

They posted a copy (photographic) of my letter of 
Mar. 1908 to Birch in a store window etc.  The N.C. 
crowd is for Orr & all others for me.  I asked 
Charley Allen to write me the effect of the posted 
letter, and today at noon at Ft. Gibbon, I received 
telegrams from him saying, 
“Birch papers boomerang”  Rampart yours.  
Opposition overreached themselves.  News always 
clings to the user.” 

Diary 17,  1910 
July 14 

14 
and also: 
“Opposition led by Mayo, McGillis, Hudgin, Bowen 
& N.C. I promise you two thirds entire vote can and 
will deliver goods.” 
Saw my friends in Gibbon - they are numerous and 
active, but Rodman thinks not in the majority as the 
N.C. has many employees - Gallagher & Jack 
Robinson both against me.  Orr’s man Ansby went 
to the Iditarod - & both of us sent tickets to the 
Koyokuk by Beatty & Lawrence who seem to be 
against me.  We are on “Schwatka” for Fairbanks & 
also Orr & Shackleford. 

Diary 17,  1910 
July 15-16 

-15- 
En route on Str. “Schwatka” “Hot Springs” - Saw 
Jack McCormick who came on board to assure me 
of his support -we went up to Hot Springs - visited 
the Hotel, etc. & the “Echo” - the editor “Henry” is a 
wild & wooly west character but, seems friendly & 
promises to support me.  McCormick will distribute 
my tickets etc. & look after my interests in this 
vicinity.  

-16th - 
“Making slow time up river with two big barges. 
Today the Str. “Tanana” came along & I changed 
to her & left 

Diary 17,  1910 
July 16-18 

-16- 
Debbie & my baggage on the Schwatka. 

-Sunday 17th – 
Reached Chena at 4 a.m. on the “Tana” and was 
pulled out of bed by a committee of my friends - we 
reached Fairbanks at 6. a.m. and was well 
received by a good crowd.  Spent the day in rest 
and consulting with friends. 
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-18th - 
Busy organizing my campaign.  Orr & Shackleford 
reached town last evening & were received in a 
friendly way.  The bankers and many of the 
business men are against me on account of the 
passage of the lien law, which they think helps the 
laboring man & not them.  Am organizing my 
Campaign Committee.  

Diary 17,  1910 
July 19-20 

-19th - 
Campaign Committee:  
 Guy Irwin, Chairman  
 Tom Watson, Secretary  
 Driscoll, McCaufley,  
 Gordon, Dr. Whitney, etc. 
Went out to Ester Creek & had a fine big and 
enthusiastic political meeting tonight.  200 miners 
present & Judge Pratt presided. 

-20th - 
Getting encouraging reports from Nome & the 
south coast. The Daily Star is fighting for me here - 
the other papers against me. Held a big meeting 
tonight at “Fox Gulch” - 300 miners & a great 
success. Creeks look very encouraging. 

Diary 17,  1910 
July 21 

-21st - 
Joint Debate tonight with Shackleford at Rink. 
 
The greatest success I ever met with in the political 
platform! 
Shackleford had first hour - I an hour & a half & he 
the closing 1/2 hour.  Judge Pratt, Chairman, 1200 
or more people in the Rink Hall.  Shackleford 
received some applause when he opened; he 
spoke haltingly and without force, and soon grew 
personal and bitter.  He began to ask me personal 
and insulting questions, and smilingly I answered 
promptly.  He grew angry and lost his temper - 
while I held my temper and smiled.  As is usual in 
such cases the sympathy of the crowd swung 
quickly  

Diary 17,  1910 
July 21 

-21- 
to me, and my replies to his questions evoked 
applause & he grew angrier. 
People had come from every quarter expecting him 

to explode a political bomb at my feet, but when his 
little firecracker was produced, and even its fuse 
wet, the crowd came over to me almost in a body.  
When I arose I received an ovation - for five 
minutes I could not proceed, and when I could - 
when order and quiet was restored I raised my 
hand slowly and said: “Well, what of it?” – and the 
cheering went on again for another period.  When 
quiet was again restored I only got one more sen-
tence out: “Did you ever see such a bottle of the 
milk of human kindness before?” - and they were 
off again. 
Then for an hour and a half I took up the conditions 
surrounding  

Diary 17,  1910 
July 21 

-21- 
[page 171] 
Alaskan legislation in Washington and denounced 
the “lobby” - and even then Shackleford “butted in” 
and asked me questions - only to admit in answer 
to mine, that he was a “paid lobbyist” for the great 
corporations. 
I took the hide off him and his “big interests” - 
announced that I am a “Roosevelt-Insurgent 
Republican” and criticized President Taft for 
sending a letter into the Territory to be printed in 
the local newspapers to defeat me. (see page 173 
for letter) 
When I finished my ovation was overwhelming and 
I knew that I had the crowd. 
Shackelford came up for his final half hour mad, 
bitter, scared groggy, and floundered for half his 
time & quit.  The crowd hissed him & his 
vituperativeness[?] - answered his questions etc. 
he finally  

Diary 17,  1910 
July 21 

21 
[page 172] 
sat down beaten, shamed, humiliated - and the 
great debate ended with my friends triumphant and 
happy. 
My victory was the more pronounced when it was 
remembered that he was the challenging party.  
Hundreds of miners were present and nearly all the 
ladies in the camp, and the result is good.  Of 
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course, the “Times” & the “News-Miner” are both 
frantic at the failure of their “tin horn” orator and are 
shouting “unfair” but “let ‘em squirm.” 

I shall make no more speeches in town but will 
go out to the creeks & then to Nome.  Telegrams 
from all parts of the Territory that the people are 
giving me a fair support.  The following is the 
Presidents letter trying to defeat my election. 

Diary 17,  1910 
July 21 

21 
[page 173] 
[Clipping] 
What You May Expect 
{Runs as an ad. in the Fairbanks Daily News-Miner 
- July 1910} 
The WHITE HOUSE 
 Washington, D.C.  June 24, 
1910 
My Dear Governor Clark: 
In the absence of any action by the Senate at this 
session on the nomination of Herbert L. Faulkner 
as Marshal of the First Division of Alaska Mr. 
Faulkner will be continued in office under his 
present appointment by the district judge which 
was made under the provisions of the federal 
statutes at the request of the Attorney-General.  
Believing thoroughly in the qualifications of the new 
marshal, he will receive the full confidence and 
support of the Administration; and it is my intention 
to send his nomination to the Senate again at the 
next session. 
 
The Times & News-Miner editorially & otherwise 
acknowledge that I had the best of the “Debate” 
and 

Diary 17,  1910 
July 21 

21 
[page 174] 
[letter continued] 

I regret that I cannot go to Alaska this summer, 
but two members of the Cabinet expect to visit the 
coast towns, and the result of their inspection will 
be informing to the Administration and of much 
benefit to the Territory. 

By reason of the great pressure of other public 

matters, it has not been practicable at this session 
of Congress to secure much legislation of direct 
benefit to Alaska as I desired, but it is my earnest 
hope and expectation that the Alaska matters will 
be taken up in earnest at the next session.  I am 
still confident that it would be unwise under the 
present conditions to advocate the election of a 
local legislature.  The reasons set forth in my 
Seattle arid Tacoma speeches last September fully 
explain my unalterable position in this regard.  It is 
extremely to be desired that the people of the 
Territory should unite in favor of another scheme of 
government, abandoning the plan for a local, 
elected legislature, since the plan is not only 
unsuited to conditions, but UNLIKELY TO PASS. 
I congratulate you on the gradual improvement in 
the character and efficiency of the public service in 
Alaska in the various departments.  It is my desire 
to  
 
Both say that Shackleford grew “nervous” – they 
have also sent telegrams over the Territory saying 
that my “hoodlums” broke up the 

Diary 17,  1910 
July 21 

21 
[page 175] 
meeting. 
Gov. Clark is coming to Fairbanks & Major 
Richardson is at Nome fighting me - the U.S. 
officials are all “knocking.” 
The President of the United States engaged in a 
personal encounter with the Delegate from a 
Territory – Varily I am getting a national reputation. 
 
[letter continued] 
appoint resident citizens to the local federal 
Offices.  If in any case I depart from this rule, it will 
usually be because, AS RECENT EVENTS HAVE 
SHOWN, the nomination of residents for office has 
led to THE FILING OF FLIMSY AND 
OUTRAGEOUS CHARGES BY OTHER 
ALASKANS, accompanied by allegations that the 
governor and others who may join with him in 
efforts for good government are engaged in 
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unworthy factional activity or moved by other bad 
motives.  One way to promote the cause of good 
government in Alaska is for all citizens of the 
Territory to desist from making unsupported 
attacks upon residents who may be nominated for 
office. 
 Sincerely yours, 
  WM. H. TAFT  
 
HON. WALTER E. CLARK, 
 Governor of Alaska. 

Diary 17,  1910 
July 22 

22- 
Held a big- the biggest on the Creeks - meeting at 
Chatanika tonight. 
Came out by Automobile with Bill McPhee, Patton, 
Blum, & a few more of my friends - the automobile 
broke down near Golden, and we had great 
difficulty to get over the mountain to Cleary where 
we were met by stage & reached the hall of 
Chatanika at 10 and spoke for 1 1/2 hours to a 
large and enthusiastic crowd of miners. 
Remained all night at Chatanika at “Shorty” 
Smysers hotel and will go in on railroad in morning. 
My meeting was a great success and the creeks 
are sure friendly to me and strong in my support. 
It now looks like a good majority. 

Diary 17,  1910 
July 23 

-23rd- 
Came on the T.V. Ry. to “Ridgetop” and Judge 
Thomas met me with a horse - - we rode up and 
down Dome Creek visiting.  Dinner at Ed. Thomas 
and the miners generally agree to give me a hearty 
and earnest support. 
Reached town late this evening.  A big moose ran 
across the Ry. in plain sight near Ester Creek. 
Tozier went out of Fairbanks this afternoon to 
Copper Center & the Guggenheim Ry on Copper 
River to “vote” 2000 or more illegal railroad 
construction gang voters. 
Have called off my other meetings - the situation 
here is too good to risk any more meetings.  The 
enemy are waiting until I go to begin their last great 
attack on me. 

Diary 17,  1910 
July 24 

-24th - 

Felix Pedro, the discoverer of gold in the Tanana -
Fairbanks camp died two days ago and his funeral 
is being held today. 
I knew Pedro in 1903 and since met him on Cleary 
Creek in April 1903, and have been his friend and 
greatly grieve to see that he failed to grow rich out 
of his discovery as he ought. 
A large funeral - His wife wanted me to deliver an 
oration - but the service was Catholic and the mass 
& other church services forbad it. 
He will be taken to California for final burial. 
Home but leave for Nome tomorrow- 

Diary 17,  1910 
July 25 

-25- 
Left Fairbanks at 11 a.m. for downriver- on 
“Schwatka” 
Capt. Johnnie McCann, my friend notwithstanding 
the N.C. is Orr’s supporter. 
Orr is aboard, but Shackleford remained in 
Fairbanks. Orr is now “personally conducted” by 
Billy Koons” - blackleg, saloon keeper, gambler, 
etc. of the “California” Saloon. 
We spent half an hour at Chena and I saw Jim 
Oldfield & many of my friends who assured me of 
the Chena vote. Nenana and saw Duke & others - 
they say they are for me, -so does Rev. Mr. 
Belticher, Indian Missionary here. 

Diary 17,  1910 
July 26 

-26th - 
We arrived in Ft. Gibbon this afternoon - Sam 
Callahan, Ed. Tanana Leader & many friends.  
Rodman, Vachon, for me but the N.C. is strong 
here & fights me.  The “Susie” came in at 8. p.m. 
with Gov & Mrs. Clark aboard. Orr & the N.C. gave 
him entertainment.  He went out at 9. on the 
Schwatka for Fairbanks.  My friends called a 
meeting in the street before Vachon’s Store - 
brought hunter seats on boxes, while I mounted a 
platform on big boxes & gave them an hour & a 
half talk on Alaskan political conditions.  Left on 
Susie at 10 p.m. down river for Nome. 

Diary 17,  1910 
July 27 

-27th - 
Quite a crowd on board for Iditarod & a dozen, 
including Marshal U.K. Love, bound, via St. 
Michael, for the mouth of the Kuskokwim river. 
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Met several miners from the Koyukuk & also sent 
in the papers & copies of my new laws to Koyukuk 
by old man McCann -Capt. Mcs uncle. 
Many friends on board going to the Iditarod & I will 
not go there - sending letters papers etc. and will 
go on to Nome.  The Steamer Koyukuk is running 
alongside taking Freight & passengers for Iditarod, 
Nulato - Called on Father Rossi. 
Beautiful day. 

Diary 17,  1910 
July 28 

-28th - 
Orr & a number of others left us to go to the 
Iditarod on the “Koyukuk”  I do not go because in 
Valentines telegram received at Ft. Gibbon he 
informed me that Dan Sutherland left Skagway on 
the 27th for the Iditarod - With Dan, & Holmes, Ed. 
Stier, Charlie Taylor, Roden & many others there I 
can much better go on to Nome. 
Orr cannot now get to Nome by Aug 9th and do 
much to offset my work, while if he tries, to do so 
his work in the Iditarod will easily be discounted by 
Dan & my other friends.  I am informed that the Orr 
following in Fairbanks were greatly chagrined at 
Shackleford’s fiasco, and made it unpleasant for 
him.  He will  

Diary 17,  1910 
July 28-29 

28 
remain in Fairbanks to attend to some law 
business, while Orr will go out unattended - except 
by Billy Koons & two sports. 
Really, he was floored by the knockout blow on his 
chin. A few people on the Susie. Capt. Newcomb 
was displeased at the poor accommodations given 
me & sent for the purser & instructed him to give 
me the big room reserved for officials & I am now 
well & comfortably located. 
Today is rainy & cold - Holy Cross & Russian 
Mission.  

-29th - 
Andreofsky - the Yukon Flats Kutlik - Wireless 
telegraph station - mudflats of North Channel 
Bering sea at midnight. 

Diary 17,  1910 
July 30-31 

-30th- 
Reached St. Michael this morning early.  Visited 
N.A.T & T Co. plant & offices, Flynn’s Store, Moses 

& Frazer’s & all independent places and am 
assured of a good independent vote. 
Zipf, Agt. N.C. Co invited me to dinner - he told me 
that while he would be against me it was not 
personal etc. 
Turner, N.C. Auditor, present in St. M- & I also 
talked to him.  St. M. is not bad (?) 
Left for Nome at 8.p.m.  

-31st- 
Arrived in Nome at Noon.  went to Golden Gate 
Hotel & have my rooms of 2 years ago.  Well 
received & sentiment friendly.  Fink today chal 

Diary 17,  1910 
July 31-August 1 

31 
lenged me to joint debate on Wednesday evening 
& I at once accepted. 

-Aug 1st- 
In company with Wm A. Gilmore I went to Solomon 
this afternoon to speak. 
We went on the small gasoline schooner “Flyer” 
and reached Solomon at 6:30 went out along the 
Solomon Ry. and held the first meeting at “Big 
Hurrah Roadhouse” at 8:30 to about 75 or 80 men 
- miners - and at 10 o’clock I spoke  to 45 or 50 at 
the East Fork Roadhouse. 
The voters are friendly and promise to support me 
largely We went back on the train to the town of 
Solomon reaching there at 1:30 a.m.  There are 
probably 150 men on Solomon River & in the town 

Diary 17,  1910 
August 2 

-Aug 2nd - 
Came back to Nome this forenoon on the schooner 
Flyer. My friends are active -and my enemies 
equally so - and the (joint debate for Wednesday 
evening is exciting great interest. 
Fink is a far more dangerous antagonist than 
Shackleford and will need my utmost courage and 
discretion in the contest. 
I am informed that they are to indulge in 
“mudslinging” -the old case of the ax man[??]  Let 
them do it - I shall make no denial or explanation. 
Attended the regular meeting of the Eagles Lodge 
& made a short address on “Fraternalism” & the 
Wash. D.C. lodge. 

Diary 17,  1910 
August 3 

-Aug. 3rd - 
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The Fink debate tonight & it promises to be a hot 
one. 

  //  
Midnight - Fink made a gamer fight than 
Shackleford, but I did not mistake his weakness 
either.  Shackleford failed because of his utter lack 
of control - while Finks vanity and egotism defeated 
him.  He started off with a finished & evidently 
carefully prepared oration in defense of the 
Beveridge bill - only his egotism could have led him 
into such a bad political situation.  After devoting 
1/2 of his hour to that he then started in to vilify and 
abuse me about the old charges which had long 
ago been denounced by Judge Day upon 
opposition 

Diary 17,  1910 
August 3 

3 
to my confirmation as judge.  He was evidently 
attempting to provoke me into retort in kind - but I 
did not fall into that error and took my hour & a half 
for a fair but strong presentation of the issues of 
the campaign including a vigorous denunciation of 
the Beveridge Bill and Finks action in its support. 
There were probably 2000 people in the Eagle Hall 
& I certainly had 75% of them with me & they wildly 
cheered me & Fink freely admits his defeat. 
His friends say it is the first time he was ever 
defeated in a “rough house” fight, but he certainly 
was and my friends are jubilant.  He failed to use 
all his last half hour - the middle is evidently the 
best position 

Diary 17,  1910 
August 4-5 

Aug 4 
Everyone is happy at Finks discomfiture last night. 
I am congratulated on all hands and it is seen that 
we made decided gains by the debate. 
Went out to Little Creek - the Pioneer Min. Go’s 
neighborhood tonight & talked to the miners.  

Aug 5 
Atty Genl. Wickersham & Sec. of Com. & Labor 
Nagel at Juneau have issued orders to put 50 
deputy marshals at Cordova Ry camps to enforce 
election laws & order. 
Made a speech at “Bessie Roadhouse” tonight.  
Things seem to be boiling at Cordova & I 

telegraphed Frame & Ritchie to go out on Railroad 
& get evidence & see fair election. 

Diary 17,  1910 
August 6 

-6th - 
The last “Rally” of my campaign at the Eagle Hall 
tonight - a big crowd & warm welcome.  It now 
looks like I might carry this district - the Nome 
district - by a fair majority.  Of course, there are yet 
two days for malice, slander and “roarbacks” - 
which must be expected. 
I am tired tonight - physically & mentally - but the 
long struggle is over so far as public speaking is 
concerned.  Telegrams today from over the 
territory good.  Hope to get over to St Michael on 
Tuesday & thence up river home. 
The “Nugget-Fink” crowd is using money now & 
beginning to “hire” the Longshoremen’s Union vote 
to aid them on election day 

Diary 17,  1910 
August 7 

-7th - 
Sunday - and a beautiful sunny day at that.  The 
sea is calm and so innocent looking - its a sleepy 
day.  My strenuous days are ended, but my 
opponents are active & vigorous.  However they 
admit I will carry the Nome country by a small vote, 
while my friends are claiming a majority.  Just 
received telegram from Dillon saying that 
“Fairbanks situation unchanged.  You get 65 town 
75 creeks  opposition working hard accomplishing 
nothing.  Dillon.” 
The Victoria due tomorrow & I’ll go out on her to St. 
Michael.  Called on Judge & Mrs. Reid.  Judge 
Moore is for me & dozens who are quiet for fear of 
the power of the Syndicate. 

Diary 17,  1910 
August 8 

-8th - 
My opponents have succeeded in making quite a 
fuss over a remark that I made in my speech 
Saturday night - and are trying to make it appear 
that I declared the Fisherman’s Union to be “riff 
raff.” 
This may afford a sprinkling of the purchasable 
element of the longshoremen a ground for voting 
for Orr - for a compensation. 
Orr reached Nome this forenoon on the N.C. 
special boat “Nestor” - held meeting tonight - he 

 60



Alaska State Library – Historical Collections         Diary of James Wickersham  
MS 107 BOX 3  DIARY 17  Feb. 8, 1910 through Aug. 28, 1910 

failed to talked -could not be heard & Broke down - 
sat down - a failure.  My friends are confident of 
Nome, but we hear that O’Connor is strong at 
Cordova - Hope so - for that is Orr’s only chance. 

Diary 17,  1910 
August 9 

-9th - 
Election Day in Nome. 
My friends are organized, active and hard at work. 
It looks like a local victory anyway - 
Midnight: The election is over & it seems sure 
Victory - Have carried every town in the Territory 
but Cordova.  I carry Nome & vicinity, Fairbanks & 
the Creeks, Juneau Skagway, Ketchikan, Valdes. 
Orr is ahead of O’Connor - but so far I have a 
majority over both.  Of course a great many 
precincts are yet to  hear from, but I judge my vote 
will grow in proportion.  My friends in Nome are 
jubilant - they win their bets -and for six hours they 
have nearly torn me to pieces - so to bed, tired but 
hopeful. 

Diary 17,  1910 
August 10 

-10th - 
Returns are meager but enough is in from the 
Copper River camps to show that they have not 
packed the ballot boxes as much as expected. 
Nome & Seward Peninsula has given me a clear 
lead.  The “Nugget” reports the Nome vote with 
three precincts missing: 
Wickersham     715 
Orr   484 
O’Connor      391 
The Nugget figures give me a lead of more than 
five hundred over Orr & I judge it will grow since 
the missing country is friendly to me and not to Orr. 
We have nothing from 40 Mile, Eagle, etc. Nor from 
the large camp on the Iditarod - nor Koyukuk. 

Diary 17,  1910 
August 11 

-11th - 
Left Nome today at noon on the Str. “Victoria” for 
St Michael. 
Every bill - every item - paid & receipts given.  no 
debts - no hard feelings - nothing to secret among 
my friends or in my campaign.  I am greatly 
indebted to GILMORE, Aldrich, BYER, FRED 
SCHEID, STOKES, & so many others - (Bill Eddy), 
that I cannot name them. 

A clear victory and no regrets is a pretty good 
Nome record with no money - no corporate support 
& no newspaper.  The women of Nome gave me 
strong support - even in cases where their 
husbands were against me. 

Diary 17,  1910 
August 11 

11 
[clippings] 
  Wickersham Orr. O’Connor 
Nome-No. 1  145 51 74  
{270  493} 
Nome-No. 2  199 92 68  
{359  911} 
Nome-No. 3  149 67 66  
{282} 
Penny River    7  3 11   
{21} 
Glacier Creek   9 50 12   {71} 
Anvil    28  5 20   
{53} 
Fort Davis   10  4  9   
{23} 
Upper Nome River   9 17  9   
{35} 
Solomon    5  5  7   
{17} 
Solomon River  21  3 13   {37} 
Bluff    18 …  8   
{26} 
Council    6 40 17   {63} 
Ophir Creek    6 10 19   
{35} 
Candle   28 31  2   {61} 
Inmachuk   14 12 25   
{51} 
Shelton    8  2  1   {11} 
Dahl    17  3  4   
{24} 
Taylor   14  4 20   {38} 
Teller    3 15  2   {20} 
St. Michael   12 52  2   
{66} 
Kougarok    7  1  2   
{10} 
 Total  715 484 391 
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{Iditarod = Wick. 452, Orr 173, O’Connor 198} 
 
JUNEAU, Aug 9.-The vote in the First Division, so 
far as ascertained, is as follows: 
  Wick. Orr O’Con. 
Sitka    44  31  … 
Haines   38  14  … 
Juneau  255  71  5 
Ketchikan  145  41  … 
Skagway  139  28  … 
Douglas   82  80  … 
Treadwell    9  64  … 
Basin    28   1  … 
 Total  740 350  5 
 

The total vote according to the figures the 
Nugget has received is as follows:  Wickersham 
2,616l; Orr 1,822; O’Connor, 1,389.  Wickersham’s 
plurality will be cut down considerably, but not 
enough to defeat him. 

 
CORDOVA, Aug. 9.-The vote in the Third 

Division so far as heard from is as follows: 
 
   Wick. Orr O’Con. 

Cordova   163 187   3 
Miles Glacier   2  49   8 
Eyak    24  65  10 
Abercrombie    19  34   1 
Tiekel   35 286  23 
 Total  243 621  45 

FAIRBANKS, Aug. 9.-The totals in the Fairbanks 
district show 918 for Wickersham, 387 for Orr, and 
588 for O’Connor. 
The town of Fairbanks gave Wickersham 356, Orr 
219, and O’Connor 69. 

Diary 17,  1910 
August 12-13 

-12th - 
St Michael but no boat up river before Sunday. 
Telegraphed Debbie this morning saying “Are we 
elected? Coming on Sunday Boat.” and this 
afternoon received telegram from her saying: “We 
sure are elected come home by Iditarod 
see Keith.” 

She grubstaked Keith a year ago and wants to 
know what he has located.  I won’t go to Iditarod 
but will send a letter to Maltby to look into the 
matter for me.  

-13th - 
Went out across the tundra to Mt. St. Michael, an 
extinct volcano.  Fred Scheid & Bill Gifford & 
Moses went with me.  A sunny, warm, glorious day.  
Three craters & four crater lakes.  The island 

Diary 17,  1910 
August 13-16 

13 
is volcanic & these are the old craters.  The 
“Sarah” in from up river - a number of people from 
Fairbanks on the road out.  Love, Green, Seibe & 
others who came down on the “Susie” going to the 
Kuskokwim are still in St. M- waiting for a boat 

-14th – 
A rainy Sunday – nothing. 

-15 – 
Still waiting - stormy & the Sarah loading – we’ll get 
away tonight or tomorrow morning. 

-16th - 
Still tied to St. Michael wharf, but good weather & 
ready to go.  The “Anvil” - the Kuskokwim boat is 
just in & those waiting for nearly 3 weeks to go 
there are happy.  The U.S. Fisheries vessel 
“Albatross” 

Diary 17,  1910 
August 16 

16 
came into the harbor last night.  The Atty. Genl. 
U.S. Geo. W. Wickersham & Sec. of Com. & Labor 
Nagel, are coming down the Yukon -will arrive here 
within 24 hours & will take the Albatross for the rest 
of their journey of inspection of Alaska and her 
political conditions.  Two members of Taft’s 
cabinet, Wickersham & Nagel, Gov. Clark, Major 
Richardson, Genl. Maus & every official in Alaska 
traveling & shouting against me - & yet I won!  If 
they have any political sense they ought not to 
attempt to get us into line & recognize me as the 
head of things political in Alaska - but will they? 
I wrote this letter & left it in St. Michael for the Atty. 
Genl: 
“St. Michael, Alaska, August 16, 1910  
Hon. GEORGE N. WICKERSHAM.  My dear Sir: 
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I regret that I am unavoidably prevented from 
meeting you personally since I greatly wish to talk 
to you about matters Alaskan.  Wont you consider 
the overwhelming wishes of the people of the 
territory for an  

Diary 17,  1910 
August 16-17 

16 
elective territorial legislature and recommend that 
plan to the president? If that concession is made to 
45,000 Americans in Alaska there will be but little 
further trouble to get them into line in support of 
the administration.  Please consider this a personal 
& confidential suggestion made in the hope that it 
may lead to harmony and peace. 
Very truly yours, James Wickersham.” 

Tuesday Evening 
Across flats toward mouth of Yukon in heavy wind 
storm. 

-17th - 
We came ashore just north of the Aphoon mouth 
last night & now at night again are still hung in the 
mud.  The “Genl Jacobs” went by today with Atty 
Genl & Sec Nagel aboard.  We will get off some 
time tonight & into the Yukon River mouth – 
probably. 

Diary 17,  1910 
August 18-25 

-18th - 
In the Yukon mouth & flats.  10 hours washing 
boilers. 

-19th – 
Volcanoes on flats.  Mt. Village?? Andreofsky. - 
going good- 

-20th – 
Swans, geese, ducks & rain - & Russian Mission – 
Eskimo. 

-21st – 
Holy Cross Mission; E.E. Kellogg, Bob Pritchard 
etc. Total vote from Iditarod Wick - 452; Orr 173; 
O’Connor 198. Several of our passengers left here 
for the Iditarod. Anvik in evening. 

-22nd – 
Kaltag - wired Iditarod vote to Gilmore & Daily Star, 
Fairbanks; also telegraphed to Debbie. 

-23rd- 
Nulato-Koyokuk-Tonden. 

-24 – 
My 53rd Birthday. Birches, Grant Creek etc. 

-25 - 
Ft. Gibbon at 6 a.m.  Visited friends all day, & con-
sulted Geo Vautier about my lot & building - Took 
Steamer Tanana this afternoon - bound up Tanana 
river for Home. 

Diary 17,  1910 
August 26-28 

-26th - 
Hotsprings several hours.  Saw Jack McCormack, 
Judge Olson, Henry, Editor “Echo” & others of my 
supporters.  Eureka Creek precinct, where 
McCormack lives gave me 32 votes, O’Connor 8 
and Orr none – 

-27th – 
Tolovana – Muite[?] - going slow. 

-28th - 
Nenana - boat slow & barge heavy - at 9 this 
evening we are on 12 Mile bar, fast aground. 
Read, telegram at Nenana asking time of our 
arrival in Chena - answered 10 o’clock tonight - but 
this will make us late. 
Capt. tied barge to bank & we ran into Chena with 
Steamer - found special train with large crowd of 
my friends, and Debbie - at 2 o’clock reached 
home & Debbie. 
Home 
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 [Cover] 
Diary 

From Aug 29th – 1910 
To 

April 19, 1911 
___________________________________ 

 
Hands Off. 

 
James Wickersham 

 
Journal 18, 1910 
August 29 

August 29, 1910. 
Reached Chena last night at 2 oclock on Steamer 
“Tanana” - from Nome.  Election trip.  Found a 
great crowd of my partisans and friends there 
waiting for me with a special train who brought me 
home with enthusiasm - Debbie was there. 
Am now home & resting 

Partial Election Returns. 
 

[clipping] 
WICKERSHAM  2791 
ORR         1782 
O’CONNOR    1057 

 
ABERCROMBIE, Wickersham 19; Orr, 34; 
O’Connor, 6. 
CHATANIKA, Wickersham 87; Orr, 23; O’Connor, 
80 
CHENA Wickersham, 16; Orr 9; O’Connor, 38 
CORDOVA, Wickersham 163; Orr, 186; O’Connor, 
7. 
DOME, Wickersham 40; Orr, 15; O’Connor, 10. 
DOUGLAS, Wickersham 82; Orr, 80; O’Connor, 0. 
ENGINEER, Wickersham 55; Orr, 17; O’Connor, 
28. 
ESTER, Wickersham 58; Orr, 15; O’Connor, 24. 
EYAK, Wickersham 24; Orr, 65; O’Connor, 11. 
FOX, Wickersham 55; Orr, 19; O’Connor, 19. 
FAIRBANKS, Wickersham 355; Orr, 219; 
O’Connor, 69. 
GRAEHEL, Wickersham 65; Orr, 31; O’Connor, 23. 
GILMORE, Wickersham 57; Orr, 7; O’Connor, 66. 
GIBBON, Wickersham 65; Orr, 83; O’Connor, 7. 

HAINES, Wickersham 38; Orr, 14; O’Connor, 0. 
HOT SPRINGS, Wickersham 76; Orr, 12; 
O’Connor, 50. 
JUNEAU, Wickersham 255; Orr, 71; O’Connor, 5. 
KETCHIKAN, Wickersham 145; Orr, 41; O’Connor, 
0. 
LITTLE ELDORADO, Wickersham 9; Orr, 10; 
O’Connor, 87. 
LOWER FAIRBANKS, Wickersham 11; Orr, 4; 
O’Connor, 7. 
MILES GLACIER, Wickersham 2; Orr, 49; 
O’Connor, 8. 
NOME, Wickersham 493; Orr, 210; O’Connor, 208. 
NULATO, Wickersham 6; Orr, 11; O’Connor, 1. 
OLNES, Wickersham 12; Orr, 4; O’Connor, 16. 
PEDRO, Wickersham 27; Orr, 4; O’Connor, 8. 

Journal 18, 1910 
August 29-30 

29 
[clipping continued]   
RICHARDSON, Wickersham 15; Orr, 17; 
O’Connor, 0. 
SILVER BOW BASIN, Wickersham 28; Orr, 1; 
O’Connor, 0. 
TRECDWELL, Wickersham 9; Orr, 69; O’Connor, 
0. 
SKAGWAY, Wickersham 134; Orr, 28; O’Connor, 
0. 
SITKA, Wickersham 44; Orr, 31; O’Connor, 0. 
TIEKEL, Wickersham 35; Orr, 28; O’Connor, 23. 
UPPER CLEARY, Wickersham 44; Orr, 16; 
O’Connor, 63. 
UPPER FAIRBANKS, Wickersham 16; Orr, 9; 
O’Connor, 8. 
VAULT, Wickersham 55; Orr, 18; O’Connor, 79. 
VALDEZ, Wickersham 196; Orr, 84; O’Connor, 83. 
 
[clipping] 
Seward, Aug. 23, The returns from Kodiak precinct 
have just arrived her.  The result is . 
Wickersham, 126.  Orr, 20 and O’Connor, 0. 
This includes the Island of Afognak. 

-30th - 
Was given a public reception tonight at the 
“Gordons Hall - beautifully decorated, lighted, etc. 
A flattering reception and one to make a man 
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proud. I made a speech of an hour - roasted 
McGinn & Thompson -the affair was turned into a 
dance after the reception & it was a very pleasant 
and enjoyable event. 

Judge Overfield is holding court - but he is a 
moral coward - though I think he will probably 
make a good judge after the politics shall have 
been eliminated. 

Journal 18, 1910 
August 31-
September 1 

-31st – 
Quartz prospects on the creeks look better than 
ever, and it now looks as if Fairbanks will make a 
good camp. 
Thompson of the News-Miner is furious at the 
attack I made on him in my speech last night & 
attacks me most viciously in his paper.  “Let the 
galled Jade wince” etc. or to use the Western 
phrase –“ he can go to hell, for all me.” 

Sept. 1, 1910. 
Formed partnership with Henry Roden - leaving 
Heilig out of our firm.  Heilig has betrayed me at 
every turn & is secretive, unsatisfactory & generally 
a nuisance as a partner.  We will reorganize our 
firm & leave him out, - then we may do business in 
peace. 

Journal 18, 1910 
September 2-6 

2nd  
Trying to reorganize my office.  Heilig has utterly 
demoralized things and has left us in a bad shape. 
Roden and I will be partners from Sept. 1, and 
George A. Jeffery will remain with us as 
stenographer.  Am also getting my mining interests 
in shape so that I can go outside for a time - some 
of them begin to look to have value. 

-3rd – 
Working in office.  Nothing public.  Letters today 
from Darrell - he is at Nanking, China. 

-6th – 
Trial Russell v. Town of Fairbanks.  I was for 
defendant - town lot case.  We won. It is the old 
trouble about water front lot - wharf & dock etc.   
Admiral Rogers is on Tanana hunting for evidence 
about his son drowned year ago. 

Journal 18, 1910 
September 7-8 

-7th - 
In court working on Harrington cases.  Sorry I can’t 
remain here - plenty of law business. 

Johnson v. Harrington, dismissed by Stevens 
rather than try it, after annoying my clients with it 
for nearly two years. 

-8th - 
The Insurgent Republicans seem to be winning out 
- La Follette in Wisconsin & Townsend in Mich & 
lesser ones in other states.  The Attorney General 
Wickersham & Sec. of Com & Labor Nagel have 
reached Seattle on their way back from Alaska, 
and their interviews are far from what I hoped they 
might be. They talk of three “Territories” in Alaska 
and say that the government ought to be nearer to 
Washington etc. all of which means the Beveridge 
bill or something like it. 

Journal 18, 1910 
September 12 

-12th - 
Went hunting grouse Friday  - killed 1. 
Am trying to get office work up to date. 

Heilig will quit our firm & on the first of Oct. will 
quit our offices.  Roden & I will work together. 

Our boat for outside will not get away until 21st 
My friends today came in with the Wickersham 

Campaign Committee accounts for political printing 
etc. & I paid the balance $225.00 and they assured 
me that that was the last cent due in this territory.  I 
may find some more due in Valdez, however. 

News from California is that my friends the 
Insurgents won several Congressmen from the 
Stand Pat Republicans -they beat McKinley & 
every one who stood for looting Alaska. That looks 
good to me. 

Journal 18, 1910 
September 13 

-13th - 
Election Washington today. 
My friends have me a “Sourdough” banquet tonight 
at “Mushous”.  About 60 men - miners, business 
men, laborers & my friends present.  Lushbaigh a 
miner on Engineer Creek was the toastmaster & a 
good one.  Speeches were made by many - the 
sentiment was, of course, Insurgent and in favor of 
Home Rule.  West, an attorney form San 
Francisco, and John W. Troy, old Juneau & 
Skagway newspaper man, & many others spoke.  
We had rough tables, tin cups and barbequed ox 
heads, - fish etc. and whisky in tin cups.  I spoke 
very briefly - did not touch politics or personalities - 
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it was a happy dinner. 
Journal 18, 1910 
September 14 

-14th - 
Bully For Poindexter! 
I am delighted at the result in Washington.   The 
Democrats also carried Maine!! Ballinger and Taft 
are wrecking the Republican party as fast as it can 
be done.   The next House will evidently be 
Democrat & Insurgent -Anti- Taft.  The Atty. Genl. 
is quoted in press dispatches as favoring the 
Beveridge bill idea - well, we will see!! 
 
[clipping]  
SEATTLE, Sept. 14.-The returns from the direct 
primaries throughout the state show that Miles 
Poindexter has won a seat in the United States 
Senate, over John L. Wilson and John Burke, by 
thirty thousand majority.  Stanley Warburton of 
Tacoma, William La Follette of Spokane, Insurgent 
Candidates, are winners, and it is probable that 
Congressman Humphrey’s will also win. 

Diary 18, 1910 
September 16-
19 

-16- 
Am not doing much except winding up my business 
affairs, collecting, and getting my office down to as 
small a basis as possible for the winter.  Business 
in Fairbanks will be very small this winter & we are 
drawing in as far as we can see.  We will keep only 
2 rooms & thus reduce expenses. 

Jack. Lindsay, who runs the saloon that worked 
so hard against me in the election told me today 
that Gov. Clark & Shackleford agreed with him to 
secure the pardon of Bob Dunn –his friend- 
consequently Jack worked politics for them!! 
Justice? 

-19- 
Working hard on my Business affairs - Have now 
concluded to go up river on the Steamer” Tana”. 
Capt. Langley, to Whitehorse & thence outside. 

Diary 18, 1910 
September 20-
21 

-20- 
The very latest and last returns from the election -
from Bristol Bay - Unalaska and Unga and 
neighboring precincts, came in by telegraph this 
morning - few votes & Orr slightly in the lead.  It 
leaves me elected sure, but about 1200 to 1500 
plurality. 

That settles it for two years more! 
-21st - 

Just received a letter from Atty. Genl. Wickersham 
in reply to mine written at St. Michaels asking him 
to recommend that the President recommend to 
Congress an elective legislature in Alaska. 
He declines to do so & thinks the Presidents 
suggestion the proper one.  All right!!  That means 
a continuation of the fight for good government in 
Alaska  

Diary 18, 1910 
September 21 

-21- 
against the Administration.  With Washington, 
California, Idaho, Wisconsin, Kansas, Michigan & 
Indiana in the “Insurgent” column I shall hope to 
defeat the Beveridge Bill idea - but war is hell and 
no one may foretell who will get there first. 
Paid all my bills, got my business settled for the 
winter - with Roden & Jeffrey in charge of the 
office, left our house furnished but untenanted & 
left Fairbanks today at 2 oclock in the afternoon for 
the outside on the Steamer “Tana” - Capt. Wallace 
Langley.  Stopped an hour at Chena - paid Griffin 
$250.00 on act. stock in the Chena Quartz Mill.  
The quartz prospects look good & I hope this 
winters prospecting will make the camp a 
permanent one. 

Diary 18, 1910 
September 22-
23 

-22- 
We remained part of last night & today near the 
steamer “Dusty Diamond” which had the 
misfortune to run into a blind slough & go fast 
aground.  We could not pull her off & her 
passengers left her some going back to Fairbanks 
& some with us to Ft. Gibbon.  She was bound for 
Iditarod & had a big barge loaded with miners 
supplies etc. for the same place.  The outfit will 
probably remain there until the river freezes & will 
then be moved over the ice. That means a years 
set back & a great loss to most of the mines & 
others whose property was aboard. 

-23rd - 
Ft. Gibbon at 3 in the afternoon.  Paid George 
Vautier another $500. Making $1000 on act of my 
new 

Diary 18, 1910 -23- 
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September 23-
25 

building which he is putting in good shape.  Bemis, 
the jeweler, is occupying it & wanted a three year 
lease - but we could not agree on terms so I did 
nothing.  Mrs. W- called on Mrs. Major Farnsworth, 
who is in command at Ft. Gibbon - we knew them 
in 1900 at Ft. Egbert - Eagle City. 

-24th - 
Rampart an hour.  Visited my friends.  Poor old 
Rampart is degenerating - her houses decaying & 
her business moving away to younger & more 
pushing places. 

-25- 
Debbies Birthday! 
Victor, a Swede with whom I stayed all night in 
1901 - Jany - no February, is on board going up to 
his cabin. We stopped at Carshes cabin at noon 

Diary 18, 1910 
September 25-
26 

-25- 
to take wood.  It was here in the spring of 1901 that 
I found Carshe & his partner living - one in each 
end of the cabin - neither would speak to the other 
- each had his stove, table etc. and cooked for 
himself.  Though they cut wood together - it was a 
silent partnership.  Carshe is still cutting wood - but 
now alone.  Saw him in Ft. Gibbon - he looked well 
& happy -his wood is fine & well corded for delivery 
upon the boat. Yanerts this evening for wood. 
A warm, balmy and sunny day. 

-26th - 
Fine mild weather, but we are making very slow 
time on account of poor wood. 
Passed Beaver the new town below the mouth of 
the Chandelar last night & “wooded” up at 
Petersons tonight. 

Diary 18, 1910 
September 26-
27 

-26- 
Peterson was a mail carrier in 1900 & I traveled 
down the river ten years ago - coming February.  
He married an Indian girl & now has a cabin full of 
half breed children.  He is building a house at 
Beaver & will be one of its first citizens.  He is a 
sensible level leaded Swede.  He told me that the 
vote in Chandlar stood: O’Connor 13, Wickersham 
11 and Orr nothing. 

-27th - 
Between Ft. Yukon & Circle City.  At Half Way 

Island we took wood & I went out hunting - got 5 
prairie chickens within sight of the boat.  Joe   
lives here - he is one of my friends & thinks my 
“speeches” are fine.  Must send him them & 
some pub. Docs. 

Diary 18, 1910 
September 28 

-28th - 
At Circle at midnight.  “Susie” there going down 
river. Did not go ashore - sleep.  A beautiful clear 
sunny day -glorious autumn weather.  Passed U.S. 
Army Steamer “Jeff C. Davis” going down river.  
Str. “St. Michael” on a bar above Circle - hard & 
fast for the winter. 
Got to St. Michael about 2 oclock p.m.  As we 
came opposite she gave 4 blasts of her whistle & 
the Tana ran to the bar on the opposite side of the 
river, where they had a pile of wood, some freight 
& dead men with lines.  They were carrying wood 
to the St M- in small boats.  The officers of the St 
M. where there and came aboard the Tana.  After 
some talk in the pilot house the Tana cut loose 
from 

Diary 18, 1910 
September 28 

-28- 
her barge, leaving it fast to a wire from a 
“deadman” on the island & went across to the St. 
M. and at 3:30 was tied along side the St M. and 
working her engines & wheels full speed trying to 
sluice out the bar upon which the St. M. was 
balanced. 
[Wickersham drew sketch of the Yukons flow and 
boats location] 

Diary 18, 1910 
September 28-
29 

-28- 
The St M. is afloat - or in deeper water - at her 
bow, but her stern is hard & fast on the bar.  Her 
wheel just touches water - her water line dips 
forward a foot or more. Her passengers were taken 
off by the Susie, which tried in vain to pull her off. 

-29th - 
Remained alongside the St. Michael cutting out 
sand & gravel with the heavy current made by the 
Tanas wheel until 8 oclock this morning.  At 9 we 
tied to our barge & “set sail” up the Yukon after 19 
hours salvage work. 
We did much good & the St. M- swung down 
stream at right angles to her former position & her 

 4



Alaska State Library – Historical Collections         Diary of James Wickersham  
MS 107 BOX 3  DIARY 18  Aug. 29, 1910 through Apr. 19, 1911 

captain hoped to work down into the cut made by 
the Tana & thence into the stream. 

Diary 18, 1910 
September 29 

-29- 
Mat Webers roadhouse on “left limit” of the Yukon 
two miles above St. Michael - The cranky old fellow 
still keeps a smoke coming out of the house.  I 
expect I have told you this story before but I’ll tell it 
again: 
In February 1901 I was on my way from Eagle to 
Rampart with a dog team & driver.  I walked ahead 
& late in the evening I reach Webbers.  As I came 
up the river bank he came out of the house to 
throw out his dish water.  I was dressed in rough 
trail clothes.  I had heard what a surly fellow he 
was and being a young judge thought to suppress 
any show of his crankiness by the dignity of my 
position, so I said: Is this Mr. Webber? He grunted 
acquiescence, and I then said “I am Judge 
Wickersham Mr. Weber” - and I got no further for 

Diary 18, 1910 
September 29 

-29- 
he said, “The hell you are!  Well we had a pretty 
peaceable country here in the Yukon before the 
damned shyster lawyers began to come in but I 
suppose it will be different now, and my dignity 
wilted. 
We just passed Coal Creek above Webbers and 
that brings to me another story of my early days on 
the Yukon:  
In Sept. 1900 I went down to Circle to hold court - 
the first term that far north.  We ran on the bar 
opposite Coal Creek & stayed there till Sunday 
noon when we took small boats & floated down to 
Circle. 
We had several old. men who had been drawn on 
the jury, so I asked Hendrickson Reynoldson, Chief 
deputy marshal to take a basket of food & realizing 
that we would be until midnight or later & cold I told 
him to 

Diary 18, 1910 
September 29 

-29- 
also put a bottle of whisky in the basket. Before the 
term was over he made up the Marshals account & 
put in the charge paid for the basket of food, but 
seemed to doubt what to do about the bottle.  He 
asked me & I told him to charge it up as 

sustenance the same as the basket.  The next day 
he presented the account with one item for basket 
of food ten dollars, and “1 bottle of sustenance 
$5.00.”  I quietly allowed the item, and for two 
years or more thereafter the Marshals office was in 
correspondence with the Dept. of Justice about 
that 1 bottle of sustenance, $5.00, and never did 
get paid. 
Beautiful day, clear, sunny - no sign of winter - but 
going slow. 

Diary 18, 1910 
September 30-
October 1 

-30th - 
Nation, this morning, Sheep Creek at 1 oclock.  
Sky overcast & it looks like snow.  We are moving 
very slowly 70 Mile river (Star) at 5 oclock & Eagle 
City about 8 p.m. 
Saw Jack Hilliard - visited Gay & Coxs, Whitleys & 
Riverside saloons & all business houses. 
Mrs. Myers down to see Mrs. W- U.G. Myers off on 
sheep hunt. 

-Octo. 1st - 
Raining yesterday & little snow on mountains, but 
foggy & warm today - snow gone.  A very fair & 
warm fall.  At 40 Mile, Y.T. this afternoon & will be 
in Dawson in the morning.  A good trip - but slow. 

Diary 18, 1910 
October 2 

-Oct. 2. Sunday.- 
Arrived in Dawson this morning early - we went up 
to the poor old “Regina” - with its gilt rubbed off, 
unpainted & poorly kept it is a hobo reminder of the 
early days of 1900.  The town is going to rack and 
ruin - it is a pitiful sight to see a town die. 
Visited  the News - Selltemier is in charge & keeps 
it up much better than its surroundings. 
Got a lot of newspapers and Magazines.  The 
“Hamptons”  has a well written political article by 
Welliver on “The Collapse of the Taft 
Administration” - in. which he accurately 
prophesies the results which the newspapers of the 
later date detail. 

Diary 18, 1910 
October 2-3 

-2- 
Maine Democratic, Poindexter elected Senator in 
Washington by 35,000 majority –etc., etc.  
Welliver has a very flattering paragraph in his 
article about the Alaska - my election. 

-Oct. 3.- 

 5



Alaska State Library – Historical Collections         Diary of James Wickersham  
MS 107 BOX 3  DIARY 18  Aug. 29, 1910 through Apr. 19, 1911 

We left Dawson this morning early.  Gov. 
Henderson and Mr. Congdon, M.P. called on me 
last night - at the boat and also Capt. Fitz-Horrigan 
of the N.W. Mounted Police.  Tom McGowan is in 
Dawson - he is mild & gentle - blames Shackleford 
with their defeat.  The men in the Zero Club told 
me that Tom was loud in explaining how he had it 
fixed - but it came unfixed!! 

Diary 18, 1910 
October 4 

-4- 
In looking over the papers we got at Dawson I 
discover that the President declared publicly the 
day after the Progressive Republicans carried the 
primaries that it was his intention to again let the 
Insurgent or Progressive Republicans have the 
patronage in their districts.  I cannot believe he will 
be fair to me - so I intend to recommend Dan 
Sutherland for reappointment as U.S. Marshal at 
Juneau!! I will have Valentine get petitions from 
that District & I will protest against Faulkner.  That 
will put the President in the position where he must 
be fair with me - or not. 
Making slow time upriver. 

Diary 18, 1910 
October 5 

-Oct 5.- 
Selkirk - We have run up the Yukon to Selkirk 
alongside of a great lava bed which walls the east 
bank of the Yukon for 10 miles. 
The Pelly comes in from the East - flowing 
southward around the high wall of lava - This 
comes, probably, from a cone to the eastward of 
the Yukon & north of the Pelly. The map of what I 
can see is  

[map of Yukon river and lava wall and Ft.  
Selkirk, by Wickersham] 

Evidently the Pelly once joined the Yukon ten miles 
below its present junction but was cut off where the 
lava flow filled the old valley. 
Going very slow.  

Diary 18, 1910 
October 6-7 

-Oct 6.- 
Rink Rapids - much improved.  Five Fingers bad. 
We came up through the westerly channel & had a 
bad hour on the rocks but got through with no loss.  
The weather is perfect - no snow - clear & warm.  
Ducks & geese innumerable.  Our Progress slow. 

-7th - 

A long-long day on a comparatively short journey -
Little Salmon river & Indian camp at noon.  The 
interior Indians from Nulato to Whitehorse have the 
same identical bow - skinning implements, etc., as 
much alike as if made by the same man - they are 
truly one family - Apaches - Athapascans.  

Diary 18, 1910 
October 8-9 

-8th - 
Hootalinqua in the morning - junction of Lewis & 30 
Mile Rivers.  No snow yet - warm & agreeable but 
telegraph office said it was 6° below zero last night 
in Dawson.  All day in 30 Mile - barge heavy & hard 
to handle in the swift current. 

-9th - 
We had a breakdown last night & only reach lower 
end of Lake La Barge this morning at daybreak.  
We left the barge - the burden of our voyage - 
which held us back more than a week at the lower 
end of the lake. Crossed the lake - 30 miles - 
followed by a snow storm.  For the first time the 
banks are covered with a light fall of snow - & 
winter – an Arctic winter is just behind us! 

Diary 18, 1910 
October 9-10 

-9th Continued- 
Whitehorse before noon.  Went to hotel, bath etc. 
Walked up to the Rapids in the evening in time to 
see a big lumber raft come through - like a train of 
cars.  

-10th - 
Came over to Skagway on White Pass Ry.  The 
road sent the private car out to Bennett with a party 
& gave us the use of it back to Skagway.  The train 
men on White Pass are very friendly to me. 
The people of Skagway have treated us very nice.  
Mayor Tanner presided at a public meeting & 
reception at Elks Hall - I spoke on “Development in 
Alaska” -  a reception followed - dance etc. a very 
happy and to me enjoyable evening. 

Diary 18, 1910 
October 11 

-11th - 
Visiting my friends around Skagway.  Telegram 
yesterday from Haines asking me to come there - 
will go if the storm -wind abates. 

Went over to Haines on the small steamer, 
“Hegg”, was entertained by leading business men 
& their wives at a banquet & afterward made a 
public address in Elks Hall on the “Development of 
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Alaska” in which I contrasted the great corporate 
scheme of Monopoly of all right to development 
with the suppressed right of the individual.  I am 
greatly impressed with the situation  and 
advantages of Haines in respect to its railroad 
advantages.  A road from the northerly end of the 
Inside Passage will lead across to the Tanana beh-
ind the great 

Diary 18, 1910 
October 11-12 

11 
coast range and this presents the most favorable 
opportunity to enter Alaska from the states without 
going to sea. 
The Haines harbor is never frozen, the railroad 
grades are excellent & generally this point seems 
to me to be the natural gateway to the interior of 
our Territory. 

-12th - 
Arrived in Juneau this morning on the “Jefferson”.  
Debbie went on to Seattle. 
Dinner this evening with Mayor & Mrs. Valentine, 
and was given a reception tonight at the “Elks 
Club”.  Made a public address to a large crowd of 
my friends & amplified my former ideas on the “true 
development of Alaska.  Since the sweeping 
victories of my Insurgent friends in so many of the 
States President Taft has given out a letter signed 
by Norton.  His 

Diary 18, 1910 
October 12 

12 
Private Secretary, holding out the olive branch to 
all insurgents & saying that he will accord to each 
his full share of public patronage.  I wonder if that 
includes the Delegate from Alaska? 

On coming down the hill from Mayor Valentines 
tonight the sidewalk being wet & slippery, I fell & 
hurt my back - not seriously, but just enough to 
shake me up - or down - and to make me sore & 
stiff. 

I find a very good feeling here on the part of my 
friends - but the Administration bunch holds aloof & 
refuses to come near me or to recognize that I am 
on the earth. 
In my speech I lampooned the “tin horn politician 
(Shackleford), the gum shoe Governor (Clark) and 
the weeping Major (Richardson) 

Diary 18, 1910 
October 13-15 

-13th - 
Visiting my friends in Juneau.  My fall last night 
was a heavy one & I have a lump in the back just 
at the top of my right hip bone, as big as my hand. 
We’ll go south in the morning on the Canadian 
steamer Princess Royal. 

-14th – 
Left Juneau at 6 this morning.  Petersburg at 7p.m. 
& Ketchikan at 4 a.m. 

-15th - 
Saw Ingersoll & Capt. Connell & a few of my 
friends in Ketchikan.  Port Simpson this forenoon.  
Prince Rupert afternoon & we are now loading fish 
at the north mouth of the Skeena river (Iverness). 
Valentine is aboard - drunk.  

Diary 18, 1910 
October 16-17 

-16th - 
Emory Valentine, Mayor of Juneau, & his wife & 
daughters are on board bound to Seattle - he has 
been drunk & cross ever since we started & wont 
quit. 
He is a man of great strength of character - 
courage & independence - has one wooden leg - is 
an Alaskan Peter Stuyvesant, - he is hated most 
royally by his enemies & rules his friends and 
neighbors with a rod of iron.   
In Sevausons Bay this morning – a splendid water 
power – paper mill & saw mill.  A beautiful sunny 
Sunday 

-17th - 
Reached Vancouver B.C. 4. pm  Took Valentine 
family riding, dinner - theater etc. 
Left for Seattle on Steamer Victoria at 11 pm. 

Diary 18, 1910 
October 18 

-18th - 
Reached Seattle at 8. a.m.  Debbie at Rainier-
Grand Hotel.  Answering mail etc. etc. 
Got my tickets for San Francisco tomorrow at 11. 
a.m. on “Shasta Limited.” 

M.J. Henley, railway contractor, Copper River 
Ry. died some three days ago - buried today in 
Seattle - Catholic Cathedral. 

Recd, an invitation to deliver a talk on Alaska 
before the Copper Union, New York in December - 
accepted. 
Also Sec. Arctic Club asked me to name date for a 
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Smoker - reception before the club - Ans. that it 
would be a pleasure after my return from San 

Francisco. 
Diary 18, 1910 
October 19-20 

-19th - 
Went over to Tacoma on early Train - attended to 
advertising for bids for clearing my Puyallup land - 
& then caught the 12 oclock train for San 
Francisco. 
6 oclock – in Portland – Mrs. McGinn, her children 
& her mother boarded the train here for San 
Francisco – they were attended to the train by Fred 
Heilig – Mr. & Mrs. J.C. Brown of Nome are on the 
train. 

-20th - 
Klamath River - Mt Shasta & Shasta springs this 
forenoon - Mt Shasta is a disappointment after the 
beautiful cones of Mt. Tacoma, St Helens & Hood 
which I saw yesterday.  Dick Woods brother is 
agent at Shasta springs. 

Diary 18, 1910 
October 20-21 

20 
Down through the Sacramento.  Benecia at 8:30  
Oakland 9:40  Ar. San Francisco 10 oclock p.m. 

-21st - 
Palace Hotel.  Called & met DeJournel at his office. 
He went with me to the U.S. Circuit of Appeals, met 
Monckton - Clerk, & deputy Interviewed tonight by 
the Call & Examiner on general conditions in 
Alaska. 
Have started to work on my brief in the Belsea v 
Tindall case, No 1849.  Judge Hanford of Seattle, 
U.S. Dist. Judge is here - sitting on Circuit Ct. of 
Appeals with Ross & Gilbert.  San Francisco still 
shows signs of the earthquake & fire. 

Diary 18, 1910 
October 22 

-Octo. 22nd - 
[clipping]  

GUGGENHEIMS 
IN DISFAVOR OF 

WICKERSHAM 
Alaska Delegate Says They 

Control Resources and Would 
Run Government. 

HE WILL FIGHT THEM 
On That Ground Alone, He  
Says, He is Insurgent and  

Differs With Taft. 
James Wickersham, territorial representative of 

Alaska, just out from Fairbanks, arrived here 
yesterday and is staying at the Palace Hotel.  His 
coming at this time caused considerable 
speculation yesterday among the Alaskans who 
preceded him from the North, for, while he insists 
that he is here simply to prepare a brief for the 
United States Court in a mining case, others of the 
territory, knowing Wickersham’s insurgency 
leanings, have suspected that he has come to San 
Francisco to make some political alliance before 
the next session of Congress. 
Insurgency Mot Denied 

That he is an insurgent in some respects 
Wickersham does not deny, but he does deny that 
he has been rapping President Taft and openly 
defying the chief executive. 

“I am not rapping the President,” said the Alaska 
delegate yesterday, “but I am taking issue on 
certain matters pertaining to the welfare of Alaska.  
We widely differ on the question of future 
government of our territory.  The administration, as 
you know, favors a commission form of 
government for the territory while I am supporting 
an elective legislative form.  I think we are entitled 
to it for many reasons.  Alaska is the best cash 
customer the United States has and I don’t see 
why she should not enjoy the same form of self 
government as any other territory. 
Alaska Best Customer 

“While you are crying for an open door to China 
and more self government for your newly acquired 
possessions, Alaska is sending you more money in 
trade than the Orient.  China last year gave you 
$48,000,000 against Alaska’s $52,000,000.  Of the 
latter amount we gave up $20,000,000 in gold, 
$12,000,000 in fish and $20,000,000 in domestic 
purchases.  Every dollar that goes into Alaska is 
American and every dollar taken out is American.  
One Alaskan, in trade value to the United States, is 
equal to five Hawaiians, or 27 Porto Ricans, or 319 
Filipinos.  This is based on the population and the 
trade between those countries and the United 
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States. 
“Those are some of the reasons I stand for 

elective legislative form of government, but there 
are more important ones.  I want to see the 
Alaskan territory opened wide and fully developed, 
but not under the existing conditions.  The 
Guggenheim syndicate now controls everything of 
value in Alaska.  The Guggenheims control all the 
copper output.  The Guggenheims control the best 
of the coal interests, and the Guggenheims are 
very largely in control of the fisheries. 
Supporting Commission Form. 

“They are strongly supporting a commission form 
of government for Alaska and if they get that they 
will 
have not only all the resources of our rich territory 
but the government as well. 

“That is why I am fighting for an elective 
legislature.  I won my recent campaign on it and 
purpose making it my fight in the next Congress.” 

Delegate Wickersham expects to remain here 
about a week.  Coming out of Juneau he fell and 
injured his back, which is receiving medical 
attention here. 

 
After this was published this morning Alaska proper 
began to come in to see me.  
Barnhill, from Juneau 
Dan Callahan “ Fairbanks 
Tom Kelley   “    “ 
And a dozen more. 
Capt. Baldwin from Nome, etc. etc. 

Diary 18, 1910 
October 23 

-23rd - 
Mrs. Nobel & Margaret Mulrooney, from Fairbanks 
are in the city & I called on them today - we went 
out to the Cliff House.  Called on Ed. Jessen & his 
family, 131 Central Avenue  & took dinner. 
Major O’Neil whom I met as Lieutenant in charge of 
Exploration in the Olympic Mts. in 1899, 
telephoned - he is at the Presidio.  Capt. Barneson, 
of the Whaling Co. called & invited me to attend a 
lunch to be given by the San Francisco Chamber of 
Commerce on Tuesday in honor of Hon. Frank 
Pierce, Asst. Sec. Interior - I will go - but declined 

to talk.  Capt. Geo. B. Baldwin, of Nome, is 
supervisor in charge of U.S. Census in S.F.  One of 
my first callers today was Wm H. Harrison -Aunt 
Nancys son.  Will is 68 - was a soldier in 1862. 

Diary 18, 1910 
October 23 

-23- 
We had a long talk about our home people - he 
knew my grandfather & it was my father who aided 
him to escape for arrest in 1862 for stabbing Bill 
Poole & who took him to St. Louis & helped him to 
enlist. 
He married Emma Snyder - Patoka, they have 
three grown & married children & a divorce.  He 
often heard my grandfather Rev. James 
Wickersham, preach - he was a Campbellite 
preacher - and a better hunter.  Will lives at Vallejo, 
Cal. and is employed in the Govt. Navy 
storehouse. 
Am working on my brief  in Belsea v Lindall & find it 
awkward to do it in a hotel.  Visited the parks today 
- they are beautiful.  but poor S.F. is poor in her 
rebuilding - everything is so glaringly new. 

Diary 18, 1910 
October 24-25 

24 
Spent the day in my room working - have a 
dreadful cold in my lungs. Went to the Columbia 
Theatre tonight with Mrs. Noble, Margaret 
Mulrooney & Barnhill.   My cold is worse tonight. 

-25- 
Was sick last night with my cold.  I attended the 
luncheon to Hon. Frank Pierce, Asst. Sec. of 
Interior by S.F. Cham, of Commerce, and was 
most warmly welcomed.  Was invited to speak 
which I did upon the worth & development of 
Alaska.  Think I did some good not only here but 
also with Pierce. 
Recd, letter from Debbie - a pleasure, as it always 
is.   My time is too much taken up with people who 
call -can do little else than talk - my work on brief is 
slow. 

Diary 18, 1910 
October 23-24 

-23-24- 
[Complimentary cards, 15 days, of Army & Navy 
Club; two weeks of Union League Club] 

Diary 18, 1910 
October 25 

25 
Met Ed. Condon, formerly of Fairbanks in the hotel 
today.  He has divorced his Fairbanks wife - a 
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Reno, Nevada, divorcee & has married a young 
and dashing female & looks well groomed - stall 
fed.  He was with Mizher - Nome etc.  Soderberg 
from Nome & my friend H.J. Douglas, accountant 
for the Guggenheims & the arch enemy of Jarvis & 
that crowd came along. 
Douglas tells me that our evidence of last winter is 
being used & that McNamara Asst. U.S. Atty Genl. 
from Washington, with 12 or 15 secret service men 
have been in Alaska all summer & important 
developments will take place soon. 
Went “slumming” tonight with Barnhill, formerly 
Juneau & to others & accompanied by a city 
detective. 

Diary 18, 1910 
October 26 

-26th - 
Went to de Journels office this morning; took a 
room & went to work on my brief - nearly finished it 
by 6 oclock this evening - will get it done by noon 
tomorrow. 
Had an engagement for lunch with Capt. Barneson 
– forgot it and must apologise in morning & wrote 
him to lunch with me tomorrow. 

My friend Barnhill, lawyer from Juneau, gave me 
a dinner tonight at the Palace - informal.  Mr. 
Ludwig M. Loeffler, was one of those present.  He 
is one of S.F. great lawyers & tells me he has a 
cousin Martin G. Loeffler, on Cleary Creek. 

Am going out to de Journels country home 
tomorrow to visit him & family.  He is settled S.F. 
forever. 

Diary 18, 1910 
October 27 

-27- 
The 30th Anniversary of my wedding - at 
Springfield, Illinois - Oct. 27, 1880. 
 
God bless my good wife.  I hope we can live 
together for 30 years more! 
 
Finished my brief in the case of Tindall v Belsea.  
Went out to DeJournels at Burlingame - near San 
Mateo dinner etc. 
Mrs. Noble & Margaret Mulrooney there also.  Miss 
de Journel sang & we had a fine Alaska 
reminiscence – talked of the North. 

Diary 18, 1910 -28- 

October 28 Having much trouble to get proofs of my brief & to 
get it Ready for filing in time tomorrow. 

Had lunch with Capt. Barneson & Capt. Hibberd 
at the Bohemian Club & I explained general 
conditions in Alaska -development, monopoly of 
the Guggs & Rothschilds etc. with the result that I 
have persuaded them to help me.  Later this 
afternoon I received an invitation from Gov. Gillett 
to attend the Pacific Coast Congress - Nov. 17-19. 
They want me to come & talk on the general 
subject of the development of Alaska. 
Every hour is busy with visits from or to Alaskan 
me, many now in the city. 

Diary 18, 1910 
October 29-30 

-29th - 
Oral argument before the U.S. Circuit Court of 
Appeals, at 10:30 this morning, of case of Belsea v 
Lindall. Metson argues for plaintiffs in error & I 
followed.  Judges, Morrow, Rass, & Gilbert.  Think I 
will win 
- he knew nothing about the case & only argued it 
orally so that he could charge Belsea a big fee. 
Was admitted to practice in U.S. Circuit court of 
Appeals. 
Got telegram from Debbie asking when I am 
coming home - answered tomorrow. 

-30th - 
Called on Major ONeil - started home at 8:20 p.m. 
sleeping car “Sandhurst”, birth No. 10. 
Have had a very pleasant & interesting visit to S.F. 
-saw much of it & will long remember it. 

Diary 18, 1910 
October 31-
November 18 

-31st - 
Shasta Springs & Southern Oregon - am enjoying 
the trip - 

-Nov. 1- 
Portland for breakfast - Tacoma & Seattle at 4 in 
the afternoon.  Greatly enjoyed the trip from 
Portland to Tacoma since I was acquainted with 
the towns etc. 

-2nd – 
Much about the Rainier Grand - Debbie at 
“Sorrento” -Valentine is at Rainier-Grand, and we 
called on Col. Blethen -Ed. Times - Am invited to 
“Smoker” at Arctic Club Friday night - in honor of 
self & Congdon, M.P. from Yukon Territory. 
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-18th - 
Have been in and around Seattle & Tacoma all the 
time. Debbie at Sorrento Hotel & I with her when in 

Diary 18, 1910 
November 18 

18 
town. 
Had a “Smoker” – in connection with Congdon. 
M.P from Yukon Ter., Canada at Arctic Club.  John 
Hartman presided.  Congdon talked glittering 
generalities about “Democracy” - I talked concrete 
facts about the “Development - or Monopolization 
of Alaska’s Resources.”  Joslin put up a job on me 
and had Genl. (?) Carr – former Commissioner 
from Fairbanks, present who took the floor and 
answered me briefly and most impudently.  It has 
started a fight in the Club – Joslin is trying to get 
Webster elected Pres. of the Club in his place - 
and that unfair & entirely gratuitous insult to the 
people of Alaska has started a fight on him that 
may defeat him - I hope so.   Dr. J.J. Smith, of 
Enumclaw 

Diary 18, 1910 
November 18-19 

18 
- died last week.  He was married to Selma – 
Charley Hanson’s sister - went to his funeral.  
Visited mother twice.  Paid my taxes, had my land 
surveyed - my Indian blankets looked after, and am 
having a Miss Johnson asst. librarian Tacoma 
Library, make a list of my historical & ethnological 
library. 

Bought our tickets today for Chicago - we leave 
for the East on Sunday evening via N.P. Ry – 

-19th - 
Have about finished up all my affairs preparatory to 
going to Washington.  J.W. Ivey, once collector of 
Customs in Alaska, today swears fidelity & 
friendship - once my most bitter political opponent.  
Long talk today with Maurice Lechey, Sec. Arctic 
Club etc.  He is trying to get 

Diary 18, 1910 
November 19-24 

19 
Humphrey to assist me in passing an elective 
legislative bill.  Humphrey declared he was 
opposed to an appointive commission bill - but 
would not promise to support an elective bill in 
opposition to the President. 

-20th – 

Left Seattle at 7:10 in evening for Washington via 
Springfield, I11. 
Bought 1500 shares at each $50 ($750) from J.M. 
Lathrop in the Mineral Creek Min. Co. &. at Valdez.  
2/3 for myself and 1/3 for Darrell. 

-22- 
Montana - Rocky Mountains. 

-23- 
Minnesota -- Wisconsin - Illinois.  Arrived Chicago, 
10 p.m. 

-24th - 
Springfield, Illinois.  

Diary 18, 1910 
November 24-25 

-24th Cont.- 
Thanksgiving Dinner with John & Em. Kenney - at 
“Colonial Café”.  Em. looks well - she is older than 
Debbie. 

-25- 
We paid off the debt - mortgage - on Ems home & 
took a mortgage for $1300, due in 3 yrs. in place.  
Their mortgage was long overdue & the parties 
wanted their money - so we took it.  While the note 
& mtg. draw interest at the legal rate we do not 
intend to charge them any. 
Debbie has been visiting her school girlfriends – 
We called on Mrs. John M. Palmer, - the Senators 
widow also on his daughter Mrs. Jessie Palmer 
Webber, & also Mrs. Clark (Mrs. Fry) & a lot more. 

Diary 18, 1910 
November 27-29 

-27th - 
Left Springfield, Ill. at 7:20 a.m. for Washington, 
over the B & O Ry - via  Flora-Cincinnati. 

X                    -28th –                   X    
Reached Washington this afternoon & went to 
“Congress Hall” for the winter.  We were not 
satisfied with the “New Varnum.”  Think we will like 
Congress Hall - it is new & clean. 
Barney Goss, my secretary, is very happy - his wife 
is happier - they have a bouncing baby boy - 10 
days old!  The office is in very good shape & 
Ready for work. 

-29th - 
Just as I came to the office yesterday afternoon Mr. 
Laberee, of the Alaska Northern called me up on 
the telephone - & made a date to see me this 
forenoon at 10 oclock. 
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Diary 18, 1910 
November 29 

29 
He came with Mr. Patrick his attorney.  He began 
by assuring me that I was mistaken in my speech 
before the Arctic Club in Seattle when I said that 
the Guggenheim - Morgan Syndicate owned or 
controlled the Alaska Central - the Northern.  We 
talked long about railroad aid, etc, and I assured 
them that I favored aid to railroads & would assist 
them in their enterprise - provided they would help 
me to pass the bill for an elective territorial bill. 
Patrick suggested that a Guggenheim lawyer told 
him that “we ought to get together” – “that it was 
now demonstrated that the people of Alaska were 
behind me - that I fairly represented them,” and 
that “I must be recognized,” etc. etc.  We had a 
long & fair talk about Alaska and their railroad 
schemes & - they left in a good 

Diary 18, 1910 
November 29 

29 
frame of mind - & went to New York on the 2 
oclock train. 

I think they called to “feel” & went over to New 
York to report.  One thing I did not agree with them 
about - I would not agree to support a bill to lease 
the coal lands in Alaska! 
D.A. McKenzie called this afternoon & he brought 
the suggestion that Birch wished to see me & that 
Birch said that Shackleford should (they would 
have him resign as National Committeeman & that 
I should name his successor! - in short that the 
politics of the territory should be turned over to me! 
- Think I shall sit quiet for a day or two & see what 
they suggest further.  Evidently they are up to 
some trick.  I’ll see what it is before I stick my finger 
in the trap. 

Diary 18, 1910 
November 30 

30th  
Busy writing letters in answer to those long piled on 
my desk. 
Learned that Hon                   Bell, recently 
candidate for Gov. of Cal. was in town boosting for 
the location of the Panama - Pacific Exposition to 
celebrate the completion of the Panama Canal.  I 
wrote him a nice letter tendering my services & 
assistance.  He and others called this afternoon to 
express their friendly regard.  I shall assist in every 

way to secure the expo. to  S.F. 
We have taken a nice suite of rooms at the 
“Congress Hall” & I intend to do more in the way of 
getting acquainted this winter than I did last. 
Gov. Clarks annual report is being printed - am told 
it is mild & gentle. I intend to be mild & gentle this 
winger also - if they will let me! 

Diary 18, 1910 
December 1 

-Dec. 1st - 
I am greatly pleased at the fine manner in which 
“Colliers” Magazine Aug. 6, 1910, published my 
article on Alaska – “The Forty Ninth Star” being a 
presentation of the right of Alaska to be a state - at 
once.  I compared it with California in 1850, when 
the latter was admitted.  Casey Moran’s article 
“The Land to Loot” -a descriptive article on Alaska, 
and a poem “The Spell of the Yukon” By Robert W. 
Service, and a strong editorial -it is an Alaska 
number & a fine one, too. 
Received today a threatening letter from Mike 
Boyle -one of several threatening to shoot me.  
Because he lost his blankets when he was taken to 
the penitentiary from Fairbanks. 

Diary 18, 1910 
December 2-4 

-2nd - 
Busy writing letters today & clearing up 
accumulated correspondence. 
Congressmen are getting in and I find a much 
warmer welcome than I did last year.  Think it 
portends good -can tell after Message is in. 

-3rd – 
The “Herald” yesterday had an editorial strongly 
advocating the passage of an act for leasing 
Alaska coal lands & declaring – wrongly – that the 
U.S. coal land laws did not apply to Alaska. 
It looks like one of the “Guggy stories” & I have 
made a date with the editor of the Herald tonight 
hoping I can show him his error & induce him to 
assist me in defeating the leasing bill. 

-4th - 
Sunday - rest & worked in office.  

Diary 18, 1910 
December 5-6 

-5th - 
3rd Sess. 61st Congress - Nothing except formal 
opening. 

-6th - 
Presidents Message today: 
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[clipping] 
ALASKA. 
With reference to the government of Alaska, I have 
nothing to add to the recommendations I made in 
my last message on the subject.  I am convinced 
that the migratory character of the population, its 
unequal distribution, and its smallness of number, 
which the new census shows to be about 50,000 in 
relation to the enormous expanse of the territory, 
make it altogether impracticable to give to those 
people who are in Alaska today, and may not be 
there a year hence, the power to elect a legislature 
to govern an immense territory to which they have 
a relation so little permanent.  It is far better for the 
development of the territory that it be committed to 
a commission to be appointed by the executive, 
with limited legislative powers, or to make a 
popular government where there is not proper 
foundation upon which to rest it. 
The suggestion that the appointment of a 
commission will lead to the control of the 
government by corporate or selfish and exploiting 
interests had not the slightest foundation in fact.  
{Wow!}Such a government worked well in the 
Philippines, and would work well in Alaska, and 
those who are really interested in the proper 
development of that territory for the benefit of the 
people who live in it and the benefit of the people 
of the United States, who own it, should support 
the institution of such a government. 

I have been asked to recommend that the credit 
of the government be extended to aid the 
construction of railroads in Alaska.  I am not Ready 
now to do so. A great many millions of dollars have 
already been expended in the construction of at 
least two railroads, and if laws be passed providing 
for the proper development of the resources of 
Alaska, especially for the opening up of the coal 
lands, I believe that the capital already invested will 
induce the investment of more capital, sufficient to 
complete the railroads building and to furnish 
cheap coal not only to Alaska, but to the whole 
Pacific coast.  The passage of a law permitting the 
leasing of government coal lands in Alaska after 

public competition, and the appointment of a 
commission for the government of the territory, with 
enabling powers to meet the local needs, will lead 
to an improvement in Alaska and the development 
of her resources that is likely to surprise the 
country. 
 
He reiterates his recommendation that the 
Commission bill be passed & that the coal lands be 
leased - both of which I shall oppose.  I expect that 
I will have trouble with my own friends -the 
Progressives-on the leasing question.   They are 
afraid of private ownership & that may defeat my 
idea - but I will present my objection anyway. 

Diary 18, 1910 
December 7 

-7th - 
Went down to the New Willard Hotel tonight & sent 
my card in to Fremont Older, editor of the San 
Francisco Bulletin.  He was glad to see me f< we 
went into lie dining room & sat with Rudolph 
Sprecles, the prop, of the S.F. Bulletin and Burns 
the great detective.  These three men & Francis J. 
Heney as persecutor broke up the Renf gang of 
“grafters” in S.F.  They were very cordial & friendly 
to me & expressed their pleasure at my reelection 
as Delegate in Alaska.  They damned Taft & his 
commission form of government for Alaska, & 
assured me of their support & friendship.  They 
declared they intended to have McClures 
Magazine give us another good boost -similar to 
that in Colliers for Aug. 6th - They can do us much 
good & I hope the interview will lead to more active 
work for Alaska by The San Francisco people. 

Diary 18, 1910 
December 8 

-8th - 
Charles M. Crawford, miner from Fairbanks, blew 
into the office today & took lunch with me.  Says 
quartz on Cleary Hill - where he worked - is looking 
good.  He is on his way to Yucatan, Mexico, where 
his partner has located a large coffee plantation 
etc.  Left me his stock in the T.H.Co. Also gave me 
power of Atty., $60,000 face. 
Good, M.C. from Iowa, and I went over to see Asst. 
Sec. of Int. Frank Pierce, today, on the subject of 
amending the placer mining laws of Alaska.  Last 
spring he was bitterly against us – today he is for 
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us!!   Verily, verily a damned good licking has 
helped the administration!  It now looks as if we 
can get some legislation in aid of the mining 
interests in Alaska, & as if my bill limiting the power 
of attorney & association placer mining claim may 
go through. No Gugg. Lobby yet in sight here - 
have just heard Shackleford would not come. 

Diary 18, 1910 
December 9-10 

-9th - 
Big McDonald, one of Judge Reids bunch of 
Oklahoma “thieves” is here - from Oklahoma - on a 
political mission -not connected with Alaska, 
however. 
The President has again sent in the name of 
Faulkner, as U.S. Marshal at Juneau, and Murane, 
as judge at Nome. I have filed protests with the 
Judiciary Com. against both. It will probably do no 
good, but Ill make the record of my objection 
anyway. 

-10th - 
Snowing and storming for several days, and again 
snowing tonight.  D.A. McKenzie is arrested here 
yesterday on indictment for coal land frauds in 
Alaska - gave bonds.  Ballinger-Pinchot reports 
filed - Divided jury - on political lines.  Except 
Madison, insurgent, against Ballinger 

Diary 18, 1910 
December 12 

-12th - 
Recd, the following letter from Fremont Older Ed. 
S.F. Bulletin today: 

“New York December 10, 1910. 
Hon James Wickersham, Congress Hall, 
Washington D.C. 
My dear Mr. Wickersham: The story upon told me 
the other evening impressed me very much, and 
since I came to New York I have felt that you ought 
to relate it to some 
people here who are very much interested in the 
Alaska problem. 
In this particular instance, I have reference to Miss 
Anne Morgan, daughter of J. Pierpont Morgan and 
Miss Elizabeth Marbery.  Miss Morgan has very 
independent and radical views of the situation in 
America, and so has her friend, Miss Marbery.  I 
had tea with them yesterday afternoon, and told 
them briefly about my visit with you, and asked 

them if I might ask you over to meet them and have 
you tell them the story of Alaska.  They were most 
delighted at the suggestion and found that they 
have next Thursday evening free.  Therefore , if 
you can possibly leave Washington Thursday 
come to New York and meet me at the Waldorf 
Hotel at 6:30 We will then go and dine with these 
ladies and 

Diary 18, 1910 
December 12 

12 
a few other people. The dinner will be entirely 
informal, not dress in any particular.  Just come in 
your ordinary clothes, but please do come.  I feel 
that it will, perhaps, be the beginning of better 
things for you in Alaska. 

If you have any engagements that are not 
absolutely pressing for that date, I wish you would 
make an effort to lay them aside.  Please let me 
know from the Waldorf Hotel as soon as you 
receive this letter. 

Very sincerely yours, Fremont Older.” 
I showed the letter to my friend Good, M.C. from 
Iowa, who said not to accept, and to Debbie, who 
said to accept. My own judgment was to accept 
and I did so by telegraph. I do not like the idea of 
talking to Miss Morgan about Alaska conditions in 
which her father is so large a figure, but maybe he 
can even be reached and persuaded to do the right 
thing there.  Anyway I want Older and the S.F. 
Bulletin - Rudolph Spreckles - Burns crowd to take 
up the Alaska fight.  (We are getting out letters to 
every Senator & Congressman with copy of my 
June 16 speech asking for help to kill the 
Presidents Commission bill). 

Diary 18, 1910 
December 13-14 

-13th - 
Asst. Sec. of Int. Pierce sent for me today and I 
sent over to see him.  He said the Department had 
somewhat changed its views on amending the 
Alaska mining laws & he suggested several 
matters wherever they would aid me.  It will be one 
half or more of what I want, and I will now prepare 
his suggestion in the form of a bill & submit it to 
him - when we can agree I will introduce it & with 
the assistance of the Dept. I can get it through this 
session. 
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Went to Belascos Theater with Debbie this 
afternoon to see Palowa - the Russian Dancer.  A 
fine troupe of Russian and Hungarian dancers. 

-14th - 
Saw Pierce, Asst. Sec. Int. about Alaska Mining 
law amendments - he seems in a mood to help us - 
Saw Senator Piles - he is very cool - I understand 
he has also made objections to Faulkners 
confirmation as Marshal, - hope we can defeat it. 

Diary 18, 1910 
December 14-15 

14 
14th continued: Was called to the office of 
Hitchcock, M.C. from Nebraska - met Pinchot, 
Welliver, Graham, & Hitchcock - in earnest 
discussion of some means to prevent the issuance 
of patents in the Cunningham coal claims.  I am to 
look up the law touching their legal rights under 
their final Receivers Receipts.  They are anxious to 
commit me to the leasing system. 

-15th - 
Went over to New York on the 9 oclock morning 
Congressional Limited train to keep my 
appointment with Fremont Older.  Met him, Gov. 
elect & Mrs. Johnson, of California & together we 
went to the home of Miss Elizabeth Marbury, #122. 
East 17th Street, N.Y.  At the dinner were Gov. & 
Mrs. Johnson, Fremont Older, Miss Anne Morgan, 
Mr. Cosgraves Ed. Everybodys Magazine, a Mrs. 
Alexander, from New Jersey, Miss Marbury & I.  It 
fell to me to escort 

Diary 18, 1910 
December 15 

-15- 
Mifs Morgan to dinner - think what a nice morsel, in 
a political way, if it were announced in Alaska, that 
I had thus met & escorted the daughter of J. 
Piermont Morgan, the head of the Alaska 
Syndicate to dinner!! 
Miss Marbury is fat, fair & forty. - or fifty! She is a 
woman of keen intellect & strong mind, & having 
tired of all the pleasures that society & wealth can 
give has now gone in for radicalism in politics.  She 
is short and exceedingly plump, but is evidently 
seeking to know the radical leaders in political 
thought & declares with Rooseveltian energy that 
things radical are “bully”.  She is a strong, clever, 
good and honest woman, who chafes at the 

confinements of her sex and environment, & 
desires to aid the establishment of an order which 
would destroy both, her position, power & wealth. 

Diary 18, 1910 
December 15 

15 
Miss Anne Morgan is a worthy daughter of the 
greatest financier the world has ever known.  She 
is 28 or 30 years old, rather tall and of a heavy 
mold, - but a woman of vigorous and clear mind. 
Miss Marbury and college professors of radical 
views have planted thoughts concern the 
reorganization of society & business in her mind 
which have no place in the rules of business in Mr. 
Morgans bank or business.  Miss Morgan is a 
handsome, Junoesque and clear eyed goddess 
who wishes to aid Pinchots ideas from the safety of 
the Morgan fortunes.  She ought to say “Yes” to 
some strong and vigorous man in her own walk of 
life.  However, she is an admirable character and 
will do much before she dies to undo the mighty 
things her father has done -wrongly. 
They urged me to talk of conditions in 

Diary 18, 1910 
December 15 

15 
Alaska, and I am free to confess that it required all 
my skill to describe with the proper show of respect 
the criminal things the Alaska Syndicate – Morgan-
Guggenheim - is doing there, without being guilty 
of rudeness.  One cannot presume that as 
intelligent a woman as Anne Morgan does not 
know & fully appreciate who is responsible for 
those conditions.  The dinner was elegant in all its 
appointments -and the few bites I took between 
periods were excellent -but they kept me talking.  
After dinner a Mr. Garrison, connected sub rosa 
with a new radical newspaper scheme - the 
establishment of the “National Post”, intended to 
represent radical views and to be controlled by the 
Progressives with no one to have more than $200. 
interest - gave his report upon that subject -and 
incidentally gave us a remarkably clever talk on 
how to reorganize 

Diary 18, 1910 
December 15 

15 
the National monetary system.  I have no doubt his 
talk on that subject would have greatly interested 
Mr. J. Pierpont Morgan, though Gov. Johnson & 
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Miss Anne Morgan both expressed regret that they 
could not understand or appreciate it.  Mr. 
Cosgraves Ed. Everybodys, generally cut in with 
his cynical and incisive objections, - and seemed to 
be enjoying the joke from his sleeve.  The “group” - 
for such it seemed to be, broke up about 11 oclock.  
Miss Marbury encouraged me to stand and fight for 
the rights of the people against the Big Interests 
(The Morgans), while Miss Morgan seemed to be 
far more interested in the establishment of young 
Mr. Garrisons radical newspaper.  Gov. Johnson 
“stopped, looked, and listened”, as the signboard at 
a railway crossing suggests - he talked but little 
and then with evident reluctance. 

Diary 18, 1910 
December 15 

15 
I noticed that when we started away Mrs. Johnson 
declined to accept Miss Morgans invitation to ride 
in her carriage and walked two blocks with us in 
the cold wind to catch a street car. 
Older though much good had been done by the 
dinner - I think nothing was accomplished except 
that Miss Marbury & Miss Morgan had the doubtful 
pleasure of entertaining & listening to a group of 
radicals – While I got  well acquainted with a 
vigorous and brave Westerner, Gov. Johnson - 
who was evidently bored by the whole thing.  It was 
an humorous incident - no harm done - nor good 
either. 
 
Met Lou Olsen, Charlie Hanson’s brother in law 
from Enumclaw.  Waiting for Mrs. Hanson, his wife 
& and Mrs. Anderson who are due on the 
Mauritania from Europe tonight. 

Diary 18, 1910 
December 16-17 

-16th - 
Met Ed. Dunn, from Nome, had breakfast with him.  
Also Judge Mc                  & Patcillo from Dawson, 
& other people from the North.  Went to Harpers & 
other book stores & bought some books on Indians 
& N.W. Coast history.  Back to Washington on 
evening train.  

-17th - 
Charlie Herron is here “Knocking” & attempting to 
get Murane confirmed as judge at Nome.  Let him 
earn his “crumb” - no doubt he will try to make 

Murane think he did wonders -We are getting a 
large number of replies - acknowledged generally - 
from the letter & copy of my June 16 speech sent 
out to Senators & Members.  A few commit 
themselves but generally they merrily acknowledge 
the receipt & nothing more. 

Diary 18, 1910 
December 18 

-18th - 
Sunday: 
Received a telegram from Judge Bachelor, 
Emporia, Kansas announcing the death of his wife:  
Mrs. Lou bell Bachelor - Debbies Sister.  “Inform 
your wife of her sisters death this morning.  Funeral 
Tuesday afternoon. Poor Lou - still she lived to a 
good old age - for she is nearly seventy. 
I first met her in 1878 at Mrs. Seeders in 
Springfield, Ill. when Debbie then boarded while 
going to school.  In the winter of 1878-9 I boarded 
at her home, with Mr. Isaac Bell, Debbies father, at 
Berry, P.O. Sangamon Co., Ill. while teaching 
school at Berry.  Lou kept house at home - her 
mother was dead before - I never met her. 
When their father died on the day Debbie 
graduated in 1880, from the High School in 
Springfield - Debbie & I became engaged & 
married on Oct. 27 & Lou lived with us for a while - 
then went to Kansas & Married Mr. Bachelor. 

Diary 18, 1910 
December 19 

-19th - 
Am preparing objections to present to the Senate 
Com. on Commerce in opposition to a bill 
introduced Dec. 8 by Senator Clark of Wyoming, to 
give to the Gugg. Cordova Ry Co. an exclusive 
monopoly of the wharf - waterfront etc. at Cordova, 
& all the tidelands & the ownership in fee in the 
roadway 200 feet wide from the outer wharf to Mile 
25 on the Ry.  This would give them a complete 
monopoly of right of way & transportation of the 
Copper Riv. valley & the Katalla Coal fields - it is 
the daintiest piece of legislative gum-shoeing I ever 
saw. 
Am sending copies of my objections - upon the law 
& the facts - to Senators on the Com. & to Senator 
Jones & to Gifford Pinchot.  It is a bad bill and must 
be killed. Will send copy to Jack Dalton, Cordova, 
who has litigation with them over it. 
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Diary 18, 1910 
December 20 

-20th - 
I learned yesterday evening that Ballingers report 
on the Gugg. Ry. bill was to go to the Com. on 
Commerce this morning - so as soon as there was 
an answer to the telephone I called Major Brown, 
Ballingers Sec. and asked him to hold it till I could 
send them a copy of my objections - he agreed to 
do so and I sent a letter to Ballinger with a copy of 
my objections & also one to Brown & suggested to 
Brown that here was a good opportunity for the 
Sec. to do right and politics at the same time - to 
report adversely & put himself before the public in 
opposition to an attempt by the Guggenheims to 
control the Alaska coal. 
I also saw Senator Jones & he declared he would 
advise Ballinger to do it - I now feel sure that the 
bill will be killed whatever Ballinger does - Another 
victory for Alaska, that  

Diary 18, 1910 
December 20-21 

20 
Alaskans will never hear about, or if they do it will 
probably be slurred and slighted by the 
Administration – Guggenheim press.  But I am 
satisfied to win. 
Senator Jones also told me that if the next House, 
which will be strongly Democratic, will pass my bill 
for an elective legislature, the senate will pass it.  
He favors it and will support. 

-21st - 
Congress adjourned till Jany 5th. 
Briggs, from Seward, was in.  He went to see the 
President yesterday & had a row with him.  The 
president raged against Alaska, her people & her 
delegate.  Among other things he declared the 
people of Alaska were of the kind who had left 
Washington & other Western states & had changed 
their names & gone to Alaska to hide their past etc. 
etc. 

Diary 18, 1910 
December 22 

22nd 
Washington Times had this story today: 
[clipping] 
ALASKA SYNDICATE 

AGAIN UNDER FIRE 
Delegate Wickersham Al- 
leges Effort to Grab Cor- 

dova Harbor. 
SAYS GRANT WOULD 
 MEAN MONOPOLY 
Under Bill Interests Could Control 
 Great Seaport of 
       Territory. 
By Judson C. Welliver 

James Wickersham, Delegate from Alaska, is 
getting ready for another strenuous session of 
Congress.  Last winter Judge Wickersham, without 
a vote in the House, because a mere Delegate 
doesn’t have a vote, kicked up one of the largest 
squabbles ever attributed to a disenfranchised 
member of Congress.  He fought the National 
Administration, the Alaska Syndicate, and the 
government of Alaska - and won. 

Then he went home, and found the National 
Administration, the Alaska Syndicate which means 
the Guggenheim interests - fighting his re-election 
as Delegate in Congress.  Nobody in particular was 
for him – nobody except the people of Alaska. 

The combination of Federal officeholders and 
corporation retainers fought Judge Wickersham 
down to the hour when the polls closed.  The 
charges of corruption and undue influence have 
been such that it is difficult to believe that some 
sort of extraordinary investigation of that election 
can be avoided. 

Won Handsomely. 
Anyhow, with everybody except the people 

against him, Judge Wickersham  won handsomely, 
and is back in Washington, devoting himself to the 
effort to save Alaska.  It is doubtful if so difficult a 
task ever was imposed on a member of Congress.  
In a general way, everybody is positive that Alaska 
is a region of vast resources, which ought to be 
preserved for the benefit of the whole people.  But 
that is about as much as anybody in particular 
knows about it. 

For two or three years it has been popularly 
understood that the Guggenheim interests were 
out to capture Alaska.  The Guggenheims control 
the Cooper River and Northwestern railroad.  That 
railroad runs from the town of Cordova, on 
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Cordova bay, up the Copper River to the heart of 
the richest coal field in Alaska. 
There is only one route by which this coal field can 
be reached from the sea, and that is the one over 
which the Copper river road is being constructed. 

Would Have Perfect Monopoly. 
If the Guggenheims can assure themselves that 

nobody else will be able to obtain rights along the 
same route, their monopoly will be perfect.  The 
Copper river road requires, of course, a terminal at 
one of the few open harbors on the southern coast 
of Alaska. 

If the road can procure a monopoly on a harbor, 
it will have a monopoly not only of the 
transportation situation but of the great coal field 
which it is designed to develop.  During the last 
session of Congress there was introduced a bill by 
Senator Clark, of Wyoming, by request, which 
Judge Wickersham alleges would, if passed, give 
the Guggenheims and their Copper river railroad a 
monopoly of the Cordova harbor.  At the beginning 
of the present session the same bill was 
reintroduced, in new form, and referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

This particular bill has given Judge Wickersham 
his first excuse for “starting something” the present 
session.  He has addressed letters to members of 
the Committee on Commerce and other influential 
statesmen, in which he protests against the 
passage of such a measure, and insists that if it 
passes it will complete the Guggenheim monopoly 
of the richest coal field and most valuable railroad 
rights in Alaska. 

Would Tie Up Harbor. 
Judge Wickersham alleges, in short, that the bill 

designs to give to the Copper river road exclusive 
ownership of the entire water front of Cordova bay 
and harbor, to the exclusion of everybody else.  In 
his letter to Senator Frye, he says: 
“This bill grants and confirms to the Copper River 
railway a strip of tide and shore land 200 feet in 
width along the entire waterfront of the town of 
Cordova, and between the upland and the 
tidelands.  There are but three gateways to the 

interior of Alaska, and Cordova is one of them.  It is 
the central gateway and the outlet of the great 
Copper river coal and copper lands.  If this bill 
should pass it would confirm a complete monopoly 
of approach between this gateway and the ocean. 
 “It is the same as if one railroad owned all of the 
waterfront of New York, Chicago, San Francisco, 
or Seattle.  If this bill should pass, this railroad 
could, and would, prevent any other railroad, or 
any other enterprise of any kind, or the people of 
the United States or of the Territory of Alaska from 
reaching the navigable waters of the Pacific from 
the Interior of Alaska, except under such terms as 
they should dictate.  It would give them entire 
charge, control and ownership of the waterfront in 
front of the only harbor through which the Copper 
river comes, and the coal from the Katalla and 
Bering river coal fields.  

Diary 18, 1910 
December 22-23 

22 
[clipping continued] 

Could fix Own Rates 
“Without any restriction whatever they could 

thereafter, for ever, charge such rates of wharfage 
as they pleased.   Such a monopoly of a great 
seaport, through which the great interior of Alaska 
must trade, will be a handicap to the growth of the 
Territory, and a right never before given by 
Congress to any person or corporation.  No one of 
the great transcontinental railroads of our country 
has ever had any such right, and the States of 
California, Oregon, and Washington own and 
control a harbor area for the express purpose of 
preventing just this sort of monopoly.” 

Judge Wickersham is making every effort to 
convince membe4rs of both houses of Congress 
that the bill ought to be defeated.  To this end he 
has taken up the matter with the officials of the 
National Conservation  Association. 

“I think,” said Judge Wickersham today, “that this 
is about the smoothest gumshoe effort the 
Guggenheims have yet made in the direction of 
controlling the Alaska coal fields.” 

Interest in Alaska. 
Although accurate and detailed information about 
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Alaska affairs is rare, there are few subjects now 
before Congress which, apparently, hold more 
interest to the general public.  Members of both 
houses say that since the problem of saving Alaska 
has become prominent, they are constantly 
receiving letters about it. 

He has, accordingly, asked to be heard by the 
Senate Committee on Commerce before the bill is 
passed upon, and it is promised that if a public 
hearing is given him there will be some sensational 
observations. 

 
Willis Abbott was over to the office for Alaska 
educational matter – and got it.  We are constantly 
sending out “stuff” about Alaska & educating our 
friends & others about the Territory. 

-23rd - 
I wrote a nice letter to Senator Clark of Wyo. who 
introduced the foregoing bill & received a reply 
saying: 
“ I have yours communication of Dec. 21 at with 
reference to Senate Bill 9163.  It should have been 
very evident to you from the fact that I introduced 
this bill “by request” - that I have no interest either 
in its passage or defeat.  I was imposed upon by 
nobody with reference to the same and introduced 
it as I would for any person or any territory having 
no representative in the Senate to act for them.” 
The Senator does not seem to remember that 
Alaska has a representative at the other end of the 
Capitol. 

Diary 18, 1910 
December 23-26 

23 
He has since introduced two bills at the direct 
request of Senator Guggenheim - and was 
probably requested by that Senator to introduce 
the Cordova grab bill also.  Am sending copies of 
the letter to Senator Frye & the newspaper story to 
all the friendly papers in Alaska and to many 
people. 

-24th – 
Every one getting ready for Christmas - offices 
closed & every one gone from Capitol.  Am making 
few presents -but Christmas is without spirit unless 
there are young folks to make it happy. 

-25- 
Christmas – Sunday 
 

-26th – 
Working hard on a statement on “The Alaska Coal 
Land Situation” 

Diary 18, 1910 
 

-1st - 
[Inside back cover - card] 

Washington, D.C., 
   December 1st, 1910 

THERE WILL BE A MEETING OF THE BAR OF 
THE SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED 
STATES IN THE COURT-ROOM, AT THE 

CAPITOL, ON SATURDAY, DECEMBER 10TH, 
1910, AT TWELVE O’CLOCK NOON, TO TAKE 
APPROPRIATE ACTION IN MEMORY OF THE 

LATE CHIEF JUSTICE OF THE UNITED STATES.  
MEMBERS OF THE BAR ARE INVITED TO 

ATTEND.  
Diary 18, 1910 
December 29 

-29th - 
Working busily on Alaska Coal Situation.  Went to 
see Phillip P. Wells, counsel for the National 
Conservation Association, at his suggestion that he 
was keenly interested in Alaska coal matters. 
I plainly told him I was opposed to the Presidents 
plan of leasing Alaska Coal lands & we talked over 
the objections to that & other plans of protecting 
the public interest in Alaska coals at some length. 
Mr. Shipp, Sec. of the Nat. Con. Assoc. told me 
they intended to issue a Magazine in the interest of 
National Conservation beginning its initial 
publication on Feb. 1 next, and he invited me to 
prepared a paper on the need of Conservation in 
Alaska which I promised to do.  It may enable me 
to suggest what I think to be the remedy for waste 
in Alaska. 

Diary 18, 1910 
December 30 

-30th - 
Called on Senator Borah today at request of 
Colliers Magazine, to discuss illustrations for his 
proposed article in the Magazine on the 
Government Ownership & Control of Railroads & 
Coal Mines in Alaska. 
I said to him that I was not able to bring myself to 
agree with the President that a Government 
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leasing of coal mines in Alaska was desirable - and 
he very promptly said he, too, was opposed to the 
plan & had told the President so.   
He complimented me on my independent stand in 
opposition to the President & said he would 
support me earnestly in both opposition to leasing 
the coal & the Beveridge bill.  Senator Jones has 
practically promised (and will when he knows 
Borah has) to assist me in both matters & I feel 
certain of good strong support in the fight now. 

Diary 18, 1911 
January 1 

-1911- 
January 1, 1911. 
Happy New Year. 
I am very much interested & constantly engaged in 
preparing a statement of the Alaska coal situation.  
Necessarily it is quite long and embraces a 
statement of facts, of law and of objections to the 
proposed Nelson bill & generally to the Presidents 
proposed leasing scheme. 
I am much better situated this winter than last. - the 
strong fight made on me by the President & the 
Alaska Syndicate forces in my election & their 
defeat, has attracted attention to my struggle to 
defend Alaskas interests, and has secured me 
many friends & supporters who will hereafter assist 
me in the fight & consequent victory. 

Diary 18, 1911 
January 2 

-January 2nd - 
[clipping] 

AID FOR THE ALASKANS 
President Asks for Coal Land 

Legislation by Congress. 
CONFERS AT WHITE HOUSE 

Ballinger, Senators, and Representatives 
Call and Discuss Chances for the Pas- 
Age of a Conservation Bill at Present 
Session-California Oil Situation Also 
Gone Into-For Cheaper Fuel. 
 
President Taft learned last night what legislation 

may be expected of Congress at its present 
session on the conservation of natural resources. 

Secretary of the Interior Ballinger, Senator Knute 
Nelson, of Minnesota, chairman of the Senate 
committee on public lands; Senators Smoot , of 

Utah, and Flint of California, also of that committee; 
Representative Frank W. Mondell, of Wyoming, 
chairman of the House committee on public lands, 
and Reresentative Herbert Parsons, of New York, 
a member of the committee, conferred with 
President Taft until a late hour on phases of 
conservation, relating particularly to the coal lands 
in Alaska, the oil situation in California, and the 
subject of appeals from the decisions of the 
Department of the Interior. 

The President urged upon members of the 
House and Senate committees present the 
necessity for prompt legislation on the most 
pressing needs of the country, particularly the 
Alaskan coal lands. 

Ballinger Has a Bill 
A tentative draft of a bill by Secretary Ballinger 

looking toward the opening of coal deposits in 
Alaska by the leasing system was discussed at 
length.  The President, it is understood, 
emphasized the importance of an early opening of 
coal lands in Alaska, so as to afford the inhabitants 
of that district a more reasonable price on coal. 

The oil situation in California, as affected by the 
recent Yard decision, was touched on at the 
conference, the President being informed as to the 
probable action of the congressional committees 
on the whole proposition of oil legislation. 

 
A nice bunch of conservationists! An organization 
effort to assist the Guggenheims to monopolize 
Alaska. 

Diary 18, 1911 
January 2 

2 
[invitation to The Post Parliament] 
Mrs. Moore has written to me for information about 
Alaska – she has been assigned to represent 
Alaska in the Post Parliament and now invites me 
to attend.  I think I shall do it? 
[card] 
I spent the winter of 1908 1909 at Congress Hall 
and Mrs. Elbridge J. Moore knew most of the 
guests there. [?] 
It will be another chance to speak for Alaska and 
good government there – and may do some good. 

 20



Alaska State Library – Historical Collections         Diary of James Wickersham  
MS 107 BOX 3  DIARY 18  Aug. 29, 1910 through Apr. 19, 1911 

Diary 18, 1911 
January 3 

Jany 3rd 
Accepted an invitation from Mrs. Elbridge J. Moore 
to attend a meeting of the “Post Parliament” at the 
Waldorf-Astoria Hotel, N.Y. on the 13th – if I could 
get away from my duties here. 
Judge Thomas Burke of Seattle called on me today 
-he assured me of his most hearty & earnest 
support in my efforts to defeat the Beveridge Bill & 
also the Leasing of Alaska coal land bill, - not a 
mere perfunctory assistance but a real active 
working assistance.  We went over the matters - & 
I am sending to him at his Hotel the data go give 
him a complete mastery of the situation - he 
promises to see the President & try to do 
something with him, but we both agreed that but 
little could be done - he has gone to far on his 
recommendations & public approval of both to 
withdraw. 

Diary 18, 1911 
January 4 

Jan 4. 
Have prepared a tentative bill on the coal land 
situation in Alaska and have given a copy to Judge 
Burke. It proposes simply to control the rates & 
prices for selling, transporting & storing coal mined 
in Alaska, & then to put the clause into the patents 
& issue those which are lawful! & abandon the 
reservations. 
Went down & talked it over with Jud Welliver - 
muckraker & my friend. 

-5th – 
Congress reconvened today after the Holidays. 
[clipping] 

By Mr. WICKERSHAM: A bill (H.R. 30293) to 
reserve to the United States the right and power to 
fix, control and regulate the rates, prices, and 
profits to be charged upon coal mined in Alaska, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on the 
Public Lands. 
 
The President is holding sessions frequently with 
Senator Nelson & Chairman Mondale & Com. Pub. 
Lands & working on a leasing bill which I shall 
oppose.  I shall push my bill hard.  Judge Burke, 
Seattle & the Seattle Chamber of Commerce - 
approve my bill. 

Diary 18, 1911 
January 6 

-6th - 
Assisted Dick Rand to get his Railroad & Bridge Bill 
from the Katalla Coal fields to Controller Bay in 
shape to avoid the objections which I made to the 
Copper River Road Bill. 

Mr. Shipp, of the Nat. Conservation Assoc. took 
lunch with me today & we discussed his proposed 
Conservation Magazine & my article for it.  He took 
a lot of my photographs to choose for cuts for the 
first issue.  Also Col. Fred Plummer my old 
Tacoma friend took dinner with us tonight - 
discussed a lecture he wants me to deliver here in 
Washington in Feb. 
Sent a copy of a proposed Resolution to Frank 
Goss, who is a member of the Wash. State 
Legislature to introduce - asking Congress to grant 
Alaska an elective Legislature -am to send others 
to Oregon California & Idaho.  I intend to start work 
along that line & get it through next winter - & make 
Taft sign it before he is succeeded by a Democrat. 

Diary 18, 1911 
January 8-9 

-8th - 
Jan 8, 1911 
Mr. & Mrs. Morrison, from. Hot Springs – between 
Fairbanks & Ft. Gibbon, took lunch with us today & 
C.E. Davison, surveyor, from Fairbanks spent the 
afternoon with us. 

-9th - 
[clipping] 

ALASKA CASE RULING 
Justice Barnard Upholds Inter- 

State Commerce Body. 
MANDAMUS IS REFUSED 

Petition of Humboldt Steamship 
Company Is Dismissed. 

APPEAL LIKELY TO BE TAKEN 
Court Holds That Both Requisites  

for Issuance of a Writ 
Are Absent. 

While maintaining the right of the Supreme Court 
of the District of Columbia in a proper case to grant 
a mandamus against the interstate commerce 
commission, Justice Barnard of the District 
Supreme Court today refused to compel the 
commission to take jurisdiction over the common 
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carriers of Alaska. 
He accordingly dismissed the petition of the 

Humboldt Steamship Company of California, which 
sought a mandamus when the interstate commerce 
commission, last June in a majority report, three 
commissioners dissenting, declined to take 
jurisdiction and to require the Alaskan roads to file 
schedules of rates. 

An appeal probably will be taken by the petitioner 
to the Court of Appeals, and if Justice Barnard is 
sustained there will seek a final determination in 
the Supreme Court of the United States.  A 
statement is on file in the case that the money 
interests involved are in excess of $5,000. 

The court holds that the case at bar is not one 
calling for the exercise of the extraordinary power 
of the court by way of mandamus.  Such a writ 
should issue, suggests Justice Barnard, only when 
the party applying has a clear legal right to the 
relief he claims, which he cannot obtain by any 
other proceeding. 

He must not only have a clear legal right, but 
there must be a clear legal duty on the part of the 
respondent which he refuses to perform, and that 
duty must be ministerial in its character and in no 
degree discretionary.  Both these requisites for the 
issuance of a mandatory writ are absent, the court 
finds, in the present case, which has come to be 
known as the Alaskan rate case. 

Thinks Legal Duty Not Clear. 
“Can it be said,” remarks the court, “that the legal 

duty is clear when a commission composed of 
seven gentlemen well versed in the law are divided 
in opinion as to that duty, four to three?  And if the 
relator’s right depends on the construction of the 
law, about which there is such difference of opinion 
among judges, can it be said that he has a clear 
right to the relief demanded?  I have no doubt that 
this court has jurisdiction to grant the writ of 
mandamus against the interstate commerce 
commission, provided the case made is sufficiently 
clear. 

“The relator has no other remedy, and if the case 
were plain the court would not hesitate to issue the 

writ as prayed, but where there is any reasonable 
doubt of the existence of the essential conditions 
above stated the court should decline to issue writ.” 

The report of the commission consisted of a 
majority finding written by Commissioner Harlan 
and a dissenting opinion by Commissioner 
Clements, concurred in by Commissioners Cockrell 
and Lane.  In the majority opinion the commission 
held that Alaska is not a territory of the United 
States in the sense in which that phrase is used in 
the act to regulate commerce, as amended, and 
therefore held the commission has no authority or 
jurisdiction over carriers operating in Alaska. 

Jurisdiction of Commission. 
Justice Barnard, in his opinion, makes it clear that 
he stands with the minority on the question of the 
jurisdiction of the commission when he declares 
that had the commission assumed the right to hear 
the petition “no one, I think, could successfully 
question their right to do so.” 

Diary 18, 1911 
January 9 

-9- 
[clipping continued] 
 

If the District Supreme Court had appellate 
jurisdiction over the commission, Justice Barnard 
says, he would feel constrained to reverse the 
decision and to require the commission to pass 
upon the merits of the controversy therein 
described. 

Justice Barnard disposes of the point made by 
the majority of the commission that jurisdiction over 
the carriers should not be taken because the word 
“district” instead of “territory” appears in numerous 
acts concerning Alaska.  “My construction of the 
acts referred to,” he says, “and my reading of the 
various opinions of the Supreme Court of the 
United States in relation thereto is nothing 
conclusive in that argument.” 

Attorneys Charles D. Drayton and John B. Daish 
represented the petitioner and the commission was 
represented by P.J. Farrell, its solicitor. 

 
This is the case where we were attempting to 
secure a ruling that “Alaska is a Territory” but the 
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result is a “Dog fall” - as the boys say - we get 
comfort but no judgment. The court clearly holds 
with us on the argument, but- refuses for technical 
reasons to issue the mandamus. 

I wrote the brief used by Drayton - he took my 
amicus curae brief before the Interstate Commerce 
Commission & used it bodily in the court case. 
I snatched a little victory today.  As a member of 
the Com. on Military Affairs I moved to amend the 
clause appropriating $100,000 for the construction 
and maintenance of roads in Alaska, but provident 
that not less than one-half thereof (shall 

Diary 18, 1911 
January 9 

9 
be expended) upon the military and post road 
bridges and trail between Seward and Iditarod. 
I only won my point after a long debate and then by 
a vote of five to six in my favor.  While Sulzer voted 
with me he was plainly disappointed for he was 
interested in getting larger appropriations for his 
trail to Chandalar where he owes mines.  Major 
Richardsons friends are threatening to raise a point 
of order against the item on the floor of the House -
I sent telegrams to Seward to get the people there 
at work to pull him down by telegraph, and make 
him accept the amendment.  Senator Jones of 
Wash, told me to stand fast if they threw the whole 
item out in the House he would get it back in the 
Senate! 

Diary 18, 1911 
January 10-11 

-10- 
Have resolutions off to Washington, California and 
Nevada for legislatures, recommending Congress 
to pass organic law for Alaska to give us an 
elective Territorial Legislature. 
Saw Senator Borah today & he took the Idaho 
resolution & promised to get it passed - sent 
Oregon copy to Senator Bourne, who is friendly & I 
hope he will act with us.  It is bread upon the 
waters & we may get aid from the effort. 

-11th - 
Recd, telegram from Joe Sliscovich, a Nome miner 
& a “character” say Partner dead cannot effect 
settlement ten days wire me hundred.” 
Sent him the hundred this morning with a telegram 
saying: Story about dead partner touched me.  

Dont let any more die.  Mush for the mines with the 
hundred.”  Joe had evidently been going some. 

Diary 18, 1911 
January 11  

-11th continued- 
-11th continued- 
W. J. Burns, the great detective, brought McClure, 
of McClures Magazine, to see me today - McClure 
took lunch with me & Debbie and we spent 2 hours 
on Alaska stories. 
I had just received through the mail the rejected 
story (by the Cosmopolitan) “The Nome Court 
Fixers” written by Jack Woodson, & I gave that & a 
good deal of my own affidavits etc. to him.  He is to 
be back in a day or two to go into the subject of 
Alaska story. 
Went to see Welliver this afternoon,  he is 
complaining that Pinchot & I do not get together & 
work in common, & he called up Shipp, Sec. Nat. 
Conservation Assoc. & made a date on next 
Monday for all of us to get together & will talk over 
the reported scheme to put the Alaska Leasing Bill 
by a trick - and to beat it. 

Diary 18, 1911 
January 14-15 

-14- 
Had a running fight in the House today over an 
appropriation for the Seward - Iditarod wagon road 
appropriation. Mann, of Illinois, and Hay, of 
Virginia, made points of order against my 
amendment in the Military App. bill, directing the 
Alaska Road Commission to spend 1/2 of the 
$100,000 appropriation on the Seward - Iditarod 
road & while I beat them on the vote they succeed 
on the point of order.  It is agreed, however, that if 
the Senate will put it in there will be no further 
objection, and in that way we may yet succeed. 

-15- 
Spent an hour with Senator Jones discussing 
Alaska leasing bill - he is attempting to mollify my 
opposition to it. 

Diary 18, 1911 
January 18 

-18- 
The coal leasing bill was to be heard before 
Senator Nelsons Committee on Public Lands today 
- but the California people took up the time with the 
oil land bill & so we went over to Saturday. 
I am working & have constantly worked for some 
time on a long complete statement of the Alaska 
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coal land situation & feel quite ready for the fray.  I 
intend to propose a number of amendments & get 
the bill in the best shape possible -then fight it.  
Falcon Joslin is here - I am told he is opposed to 
the leasing scheme also. 
Recd, telegram today from Frank P. Goss, at 
Olympia, Wash, saying: 
“Without opposition House adopts memorial 
electoral government Alaska Senate votes 
Thursday.”  Bully Boy. 

Diary 18, 1911 
January 19 

-19th - 
Senator LaFolette called me up today & I went over 
to see him.  Found Mr. Hampton, of Hamptons 
Magazine there & we talked Alaska much 
The Senator is at last-interested in Alaska and 
promises me very possible aid & assistance.  He 
promised to call a meeting soon of the radical 
group & let me talk to them on the Alaska situation 
- and he promises to give me assistance in the 
matter of appointments in Alaska also.  His sec-
retary also assured me that HE would call matters 
to the Senators attention if I could notify him so that 
nothing might be neglected. 
I prepared & gave an article to the National 
Conservation Magazine today - for its first number 
& on Alaska 

Diary 18, 1911 
January 20-21 

-20- 
Dr. L.S. Kellar, from Skagway, arrived in 
Washington. He came from St. Louis at my 
suggestion and is a candidate for U. S. Marshal. 

-21st - 
Hearing this forenoon before the Senate Com. on 
Pub. Lands on the Alaska coal leasing bill.  Nelson 
hectored me for the twenty minutes I was given – 
think of it! 20 short minutes – grudgingly granted to 
discuss the most important bill ever introduced in 
regard to the immense resources of that territory &  
I made strong objection to a blanket reservation of 
the Territory - & yet stronger against the item fixing 
the royalty at only 5 cents per ton!  I offered a 
suggestion that the royalty be fixed at a maximum 
of fifty (50) cents and graduated downward upon 
the standard 

Diary 18, 1911 21 

January 21 coal classification adopted[?] by the Govt. - four 
classes. 

Brooks, Holmes, Ballaine & Patrick all spoke in 
favor to the leasing system & the first two 
supported the 5 cent royalty plan.  Senator Piles 
was present but kept “mum”- 
Recd, telegram from Hon Frank P. Goss from 
Olympia, Washington, saying that the memorial 
favoring an elective legislature for Alaska had 
passed the legislature.  Telegraphed to Gov. 
Johnson, informing him and asking his State to 
help us also.  Senator La Follette told me he would 
get his State Legislature to pass a similar 
memorial.  It looks as if we might get such help 
along that line that we can beat Mr. Tafts scheme 
next winter & pass my bill. 

Diary 18, 1911 
January 24 

-24th - 
Dr. Kellar from Skagway is here & is a candidate 
for U.S. Marshal.  Percy Charles, from Fairbanks, 
is also in the office today - he told me he had been 
here for some time - he seems to have kept away 
from my sight. 
He too was a candidate for U.S. Marshal & will be 
supported by the Shackleford - Clark faction.  I 
shall do all I can to defeat his confirmation if he is 
appointed. 
I am busy on my objections & criticisms upon 
Senator Nelsons Coal land leasing bill for Alaska.  
Met with  Rep. Madison, from Kansas, last night & 
explained its iniquities to him & he will help me fight 
it.  So will Pinchot & the Insurgents.  Mondell, ch of 
Com. On Pub. Lands, House, gave me a copy  of 
the Coal land leasing bill for Alaska which he will 
introduce in the House today.  It is as bad or worse 
than Nelsons & just about the same thing. 

Diary 18, 1911 
January 25 

-25th - 
Meeting of Com. on Ter. this morning to consider 
Sec. Nagels letter asking for additional legislation 
on Fisheries in Alaska.  Telegrams a yard long in 
protest were received yesterday by the Chairman - 
Nothing can be done at this session - but I shall 
enjoy seeing them sweat - we will pass a fishery 
law next winter!!   

Sent my proposed amendments to the Alaska 
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Coal Land Leasing. Bill (S.9955) introduced by 
Senator Nelson, over to Senator Jones & asked 
him to offer them this morning. 
I sent one in the exact language of the Presidents 
message, & I shall be interested to know what they 
do with it.  I shall offer it as an amendment myself if 
the bill ever reaches the House. 

Diary 18, 1911 
January 26 

-26- 
Faulkner is on from Juneau and was before the 
subcommittee yesterday trying to explain that his 
father was a voter in the United States & that he is 
a citizen.  How they will get over this affidavit in 
1905, his declaration of intention, wherein he 
swore positively that he was not a citizen, I do not 
know. 

Dr. Kellar still here visiting his friends - receptive 
candidate for U.S. Marshal 
Ex. Gov. Brady - of Alaska - took lunch with me 
today -the old man is lecturing. 
Mr. Good, M.C. from & for the Com. on Ter. of 
House, today got report filed in favor of my law 
amending the placer mining law in Alaska - 
restricting the abuse of the power of Atty. in 
locating & limiting the Assoc. claim to 40 acres & 
also limiting the No. of claims which may be loca-
ted in any one year. 

Diary 18, 1911 
January 27th  

-27th - 
Com. on Pub. Land, H. of R. today gave a long 
hearing on the Alaska Coal Leasing Bill. 
Brooks & Otis Smith, of the U.S. Geo. Survey, 
Joslin, Ballaine, Bolander spoke for the leasing bill, 
while I “did my damdest” to beat it. 
I offered the Presidents scheme as a substitute for 
Mondells bill - but no amount of persuasion could 
convince Mondell that the Presidents suggestions 
are as good as his.  Of course, I am opposed to 
both the Presidents & Mondells leasing ideas & 
favor a sale of the lands to individual purchasers - I 
am opposed to the United States going into the 
coal business - or any other business. 
Recd. telegram from Darrell today saying he would 
come home on Minnesota” leaving Manilla, P.I. 
February, 16th. 

Diary 18, 1911 -28th - 

January 28 Dr. Kellar went home today.  We do not think 
Faulkner will be confirmed - Senator Borah 
declares he will fight his confirmation to the end.  
But that dont help.  What we have been trying to 
accomplish is to get the ST. Paul, Minn, influence 
strong enough on Nelson to make him “throw” 
Faulkner & urge Kellers appointment instead. 

The Sec. of War, & Sec. of Treas. have today put 
in a request for the additional $50,000 for the 
Iditarod Wagon Road. Our fight on the floor of the 
house got results! 
Am going over to New York tomorrow morning & 
will tomorrow night deliver an hours talk at Cooper 
Union on Alaska. 

Diary 18, 1911 
January 29 

-29th - 
I stood on the historic Cooper Union state in New 
York tonight & appealed to the large audience for 
support in my effort to establish in Alaska a 
“government of the people, by the people, for the 
people.” 
Here it was when Lincoln stood in 1860 and 
delivered his famous Cooper Union Speech. While 
mine was tame in oratory it was earnest and 
appealed strongly to my audience, who passed a 
resolution declaring it to be their wish that 
Congress shall establish an elective Territorial 
Legislature in Alaska. 
My friend Col. Sutherland, from Juneau , Col. 
Jerome of N.Y and Mr. Frank White a U.Y. 
Democratic politician, went with me to Cooper 
Union - and four other Alaskans were there - White 
& others think we can get N.Y. Legislature to pass 
resolutions in 

Diary 18, 1911 
January 29-30 

29 
same general form as those passed in Washington 
- both in N.Y. & in New Jersey.  They say that I 
must write to Gov. Woodrow Wilson asking him to 
support them. 

Saw a lot of Alaskans around the Hotel - Charley 
Herron, Jack Hines, Dick Ryan, Willis Nowell, etc. 
Saw Stephen Birch & Mr. Ralph in the Waldorf 
dining room, but did not go near them & did not 
speak. 

-30th - 
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Back from N.Y. this morning at seven.  Nelsons 
leasing bill was reported to the Senate for passage 
on Saturday - It is loaded down with amendments, 
but they want anything - so that it can be used for 
political purposes.  They do not think any good can 
come of it, but just politics.  The Post this morning 
has a clipping 

Diary 18, 1911 
January 30 

30 
from the Boston Advertiser about the “Two 
Wickershams”. 
[clipping] 

Two Wickershams. 
 From the Boston Advertiser 

That there are two Wickersham in Washington 
public life is annoying to the Attorney General, who 
happens to be one such.  His name is naturally 
often in print. His views on public questions are 
sometimes of the utmost importance. 

But before the people of the land knew there was 
such a man as George W. Wickersham head not of 
the Department of Justice, there was James 
Wickersham, delegate from Alaska and prominent 
in its affairs there. 

His views are not those of the Attorney General 
frequently, and especially are the two men at 
variance as to what should be done in Alaska coal 
matters, and their views appear in public print and 
all the public that contents itself with scanning only 
headlines know is that Wickersham said 
something. 

The Attorney General has had to deny many 
utterances as not being his, and considerable 
mystification and embarrassment has arisen.  Both 
men wish that the other Wickersham were not 
about in public life. 
 
[clipping] 
NEEDS OF ALASKA. 

Delegate Wickersham Tells a Cooper Un- 
ion Audience About Them 

James Wickersham, Congress Delegate from 
Alaska, spoke in Cooper Union last evening on 
“Alaska, present Political Problems and Disputed 
Policies.”  He said that he was glad to speak for 

Alaska on Sunday evening, because Alaska and 
the welfare of its people were his religion. 

Alaska, he said, had been called the “red-headed 
stepchild of the nation,” and that this stepchild had 
many needs. Among them, he said, were money, 
young men, development of national resources and
popular government.  He said that Alaska was little 
understood in the East and that it was commonly 
thought of as a glacier ridden barren country.  This 
was a mistake, he said, the truth is that glaciers are 
confined to the southern coast and the interior is as 
dry as Arizona.  He said that there is as much 
sunshine in Alaska as in New York or Panama.  In 
the six months between March 21 and September 
21 Alaska gets three-quarters of her total amount 
of sunshine, so that a kind of forcing hothouse 
process takes place and they get good crops. 

Mr. Wickersham said that hundred of millions of 
dollars had been taken out of Alaska, especially in 
the seal industry, but not one cent went to building 
a home or a school in Alaska.  He said that he is 
opposed to a bill now before Congress to lease the 
Alaskan coal lands, because the present plan is to 
give them to one corporation.  He said that he 
wanted the coal lands conserved so that the 
people of Alaska themselves will own them. 

ALASKA COAL LANDS. 
Authorizing Their Lease To Be Reported To The 

Senate. 
WASHINGTON, Jan. 28.- A bill was ordered 

reported from the Senate Public Lands Committee 
to-day authorizing the leasing of coal lands in 
Alaska in areas of not less than 2,560 acres to one 
lessee, to be subject to the authority of the 
Interstate Commerce Commission to intervene 
upon complaint and establish just and reasonable 
rates for transportation and reasonable prices for 
coal. 

Licenses to prospectors for a period of two years 
are authorized at the rate of 25 cents per acre for 
the first year and 50 cents for the second year, with 
the privilege of leasing for thirty years at the rate of 
5 cents a ton if lease is executed within ten years 
from the passage of the proposed act.  If made 
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after ten years the price shall be not less than 6 nor 
more than 10 cents a ton. 

The scale of rentals in addition is fixed as 
follows: “Fifty cents per acre of the leased 
premises for the first year; $1 per acre for the 
second year; $2 per acre for the third year, and $4 
per acre for every year thereafter during the 
continuance of the lease.  Such rental for any year 
shall be credited upon the royalty accruing during 
that year.  Every such lease granted under the 
provisions of this act shall be upon the conditions 
that the lessee will not monopolize or attempt to 
monopolize in whole or in part the trade in coal.” 

Transportation companies in Alaska are 
expressly excluded from the privilege of leasing 
coal lands. 
The Delegate said that Alaska is without popular 
government.  It has no legislative assembly, and in 
his opinion it ought to have one.  Congress is the 
legislative body for Alaska, he said, and if you have 
ever tried to get a bill through Congress you know 
how much legislation Alaska gets. 

Mr. Wickersham said he wanted an American 
form of government for Alaska.  He said that the 
Guggenheims had got possession of the coal and 
transportation routes and that if they can get 
control of the civil government they would have the 
greatest fortune -the world has ever seen. 
[clipping continued] 

In conclusion he told the story of Jim and his 
dog.  They were lost and Jim was likely to die of 
starvation.  He didnt like to kill his dog and yet he 
must have food or die.  So he cut the tail off the 
dog and made soup of it, which saved his life and 
the dogs.  When he told of his adventure to a friend 
his friend asked him what he did for the dog to 
show his gratitude.  Oh, said the trapper, I gave the 
dog the bone from his tail to chew on.  That, he 
said, is what Alaska gets out of her resources. 

 
Hearings before the Com. On Pub. Lands on 
Alaska Coal lands –leasing – I appeared a& 
approved the bill. 

Diary 18, 1911 -31st - 

January 31-
February 2 

Panama Exposition Bill passed, - San Francisco 
won!  Bully. 
Recd, telegram from Valdes Chamber of 
Commerce saying “Full attendance regular meeting 
this Chamber unanimously endorse your 
amendments Nelson bill and applaud your efforts 
to extend Inter-State Commerce Law to Alaska.” 

-February 2nd - 
Gifford Pinchot and Judge Madison, of Kansas, 
M.C. came to consult with me today about Alaska 
Coal legislation.  I explained that even if the 
Leasing Bill shall pass, all the coal lands in the 
Katalla & Matanuska fields have been located - 
proved upon - and paid for - the Govt. has 
accepted the money - there is nothing to lease.  I 
also pointed out the vices of the bill & they agreed 
with me.  

Diary 18, 1911 
February 2-3 

2 
Before they left we were invited to meet at Pinchots 
house on Sunday evening to meet Senator La 
Folette & others interested in the Conservation of 
Alaska, to discuss ways and means to defeat the 
Leasing Bill. 

-3rd - 
Saw Senator Borah this forenoon & gave him all 
the information possible in a few minutes time with 
which to oppose the Nelson Coal Leasing Bill for 
Alaska. 

Senator Nelson got the Bill set today on the 
Calendar as the special order, which gives it the 
right of way. It may pass the Senate, but not 
without a fight from Borah & the Progressives. 
“Tom” Shackleford, Louis’ brother, came in to see 
us this morning.  He is just out of jail here for 
passing worthless checks - the poor devil is a 
wreck - a derelict. 

Diary 18, 1911 
February 4 

Febry 4th 
Pinchot came to see me today - He & Judge 
Madison had prepared a statement that will be 
issued by the Conservationists on Monday in 
opposition to the Nelson Coal land leasing bill - 
denouncing it as a fraud upon the government and 
the people and in aid of the “Big Interests.”  I am 
greatly pleased to get Pinchot & his friends to 
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fighting it.  My statement prepared for the Com. on 
Pub. Lands, in opposition to the Mondell - and all - 
Leasing Bills is printed. 
The Gugg. bill to relieve the Copper River Ry. from 
taxation for ten years to come before the Com. on 
Ter. on Monday - I must kill it.  Am going to New 
York to meet Frost & get what information from him 
I can about the Matanuska coal & Ballinger as their 
Attorney. 

Diary 18, 1911 
February 5-6 

-Sunday 5th - 
Was invited to Gifford Pinchots, 1715 Rhode Island 
Ave.  for dinner tonight to meet Senator La Follette, 
Senator Bristow & Judge Madison and Senator 
elect Hitchcock to consult over the Nelson Coal 
Leasing Bill. 
The dinner was excellent - & greatly enjoyed.  After 
dinner we adjourned to the Library & they took up 
discussion of the Leasing Bill.  I had the maps, 
books & every document letter etc. necessary for a 
full understanding & explained the defects, etc.  
They fully agreed after hearing that the bill was bad 
and must be opposed in the Senate.  We talked 
over Alaska matters fully & they will generally 
assist me in opposition to bad bills. 

-6th - 
The Guggenheim bill for the exemption of the 
Copper River & N.W. Ry. from taxation for 10 years 
came before H. Com. on Ter. - but on my objection 
it was postponed to give its advocates a hearing - It 
will never pass. 

Diary 18, 1911 
February 6-7 

-6- 
6th continued. 

My bill amending the mineral land laws in Alaska 
passed the House today. 

-7th - 
Went over to New York on the 9 morning train 
arrived there at 3 p.m.  Went to Waldorf-Astoria 
Hotel & met A.C. Frost, of Chicago, who built or 
rather did not build the Alaska Central Ry.  He 
gave me a map of the Matanuska Coal field - & the 
locations of the Watson or Frost group.  He told me 
that Ballinger had been his attorney for ten years - 
& that not long since James A. Haight, Seattle 
lawyer, had telegraphed him that he would be 

indicated for coal land frauds etc. that hereupon he 
came to Washington & saw Atty. Genl. 
Wickersham & Sec. Ballinger - interviewed them 
etc.  He is now on his way to Europe!  Came home 
on train leaving N. Y. at 6 p. m. arriving Wash at 
1130

 

Diary 18, 1911 
February 8-11 

-8th - 
Writing letters today - catching up with my 

correspondence.  Learn that Mondell will not push 
his leasing bill but will wait until the Nelson bill gets 

over & take it as the bill to report to the House. 
-11th - 

Hearing before House Com. on Territories today on 
the Gugg. Bill to relieve them from taxation for 10 
years. The Gugg. Lobby was on hand in full force - 
but after a short hearing the matter went over till 
next week. 

Dick Ryan’s bill to give him a grip on Controller 
Bay Harbor has gone through the Committee – 
Manns Com. & will be reported to the House — It is 
an attempt to steal that harbor - just as the Guggs. 
tried to get Cordova -I think it is a Gugg. scheme - 
pulled along by Ryan 

Diary 18, 1910 
February 12 

-12- 
The President has written a letter to Senator 
Warren, Ch. Com. on Mil. Affairs etc. asking that 
the Alaska road appropriation item be amended so 
that Army officers on the retired list may be 
appointed on the Alaska Road Com. -the purpose 
being = Richardson is to be retired from the Army - 
& put on the Com. as a retired officer.  He can then 
take such interest in politics etc. as he pleases - he 
will be the “old man of the mountain” on our backs 
forever. 
Had a talk with Lloyd, from Mo, the ranking 
member on the Com. on Ter. & he told me that 
here was danger that Houston of Miss, would be 
chairman of the Com. on Ter. under the 
Democratic organization - I had a talk to night with 
Madison, of Kan. & told him the situation - He will 
see members of the Com. on Corns & try & stop 
the scheme -Houston is against us. 

Diary 18, 1911 
February 14 

-14th - 
On Sunday Mr. Lloyd of Mo. Talked with me about 
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the organization of the Com. on Ter. & rather 
suggested that possibly Humphries of Miss. Might 
be chairman.  I talked with Judge Madison about it 
& frankly told him that Humphries was against us & 
was much impressed by Fink & his statements. 
Today Madison & I went to see Ollie James of Ky, 
the great force in the Democratic Com. on 
Committees, which has the organization of the 
Com. in the next House.  After full explanation he 
promised us that we should have a good, fair & 
sympathetic Com. - I said that if Lloyd wanted to be 
chairman he would be appointed & that Humphries 
would not. 

Mr. Gifford Pinchot called me up on the 
telephone today and asked me to call & have a talk 
with Dr. Holmes, the chief of 

Diary 18, 1911 
February 14 

-14th - 
the Bureau of Mines.  I promptly told him that I did 
not think if would to any good, but he replied it 
would & said that Dr. H- was there and asked me 
to talk with him on the phone which I did.  The 
result was that I was politely invited to come to the 
Bureau of Mines tomorrow after noon & talk - I 
wonder what they want now? 
They have discovered, at least, that I am in 
Washington City.  I presume it relates to the coal 
leasing bill, which I am proud to declare I have 
killed - alone and unaided!  Thats the second of 
President Tafts great schemes for Alaska that I 
have defeated - and rightly so.  The appointive 
legislature bill & a national coal leasing bill for 
Alaska would have been ruinous and Un-American 
& I am getting the credit for defeating both - and 
am entitled to it. 

Diary 18, 1911 
February 15 

-15th - 
Hearing this forenoon before H. Co. on Ter. on Tax 
Exemption Bill benefit Guggenheim - Cop. Riv. Ry.  
Steel, Law, ONeil & a dozen other lobbyists 
present, and they are working like beavers quietly 
and secretly to secure the Com - and it looks like 
they have it.  We - or rather Good, cross-examined 
Steele today - and the hearing was adjourned until 
tomorrow.   
Tonight Lobbyist Law was around delivering copies 

of statements etc. in writing to members - saw him 
deliver to Lloyd, who is with us - and he saw he 
had to see “another gentlemen” - Hamilton is sick 
and that gives them a majority of one of the Com. 
Went to see Dr. Holmes of the Bureau of Mines 
today -he just wanted to talk.  Barney is on a 
general spree and refuses to show up to the office.  
Fear I shall have to dismiss him. 

Diary 18, 1911 
February 16 

-16th - 
We had a great row this forenoon before the Com 
on Ter. over the Guggenheim bill for exemption 
from taxation for the Copper River Ry.  Lloyd of 
Mo. & Southwick of N.Y. first came together & then 
when the Gugg. Attorney/ John N. Steele proposed 
to quit after stating the facts for his side & refused 
to submit to cross examination, I taunted him with 
being a coward & afraid to be cross examined etc. 
& we nearly came to blows.  On test votes they had 
5 to our 4, but dared not report the bill & finally 
adjourned to meet when he would return for cross 
exam.  On later reports we now think we can 
probably control the Com. since Hamilton, who is 
home sick, will be there next Monday – (when the 
hearing is continuing)  & is with us, as also is 
McKinney of Ill. 
Dr. S. Hall Young saw the President today & talked 
Alaska.  The Pres. denounced me 

Diary 18, 1911 
February 16-17 

16 
as he usually does & told Mr. Young that the 
saloon keepers elected me - Mr. Young said – “Mr. 
President, do I look like a saloon keeper” & the 
President laughingly agreed that the parson did 
not, and Dr Young then said, “We’ll I and the 
Presbyterians voted for Judge Wickersham” etc. 
He thinks he did a little good & no harm & frankly 
told the President that the people of Alaska were 
the equal of any people on earth & ought to have 
self government, & not an appointive legislative 
assembly. 

-17th - 
Learned that the Com. on Public Lands met last 
night and agreed to report out the Mondell Coal 
leasing bill for Alaska.  Had a row with Mondell & 
told him he was unfair & had promised me a further 
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hearing - he did not deny but just walked off. 
Diary 18, 1911 
February 18 

-18th - 
Barney has been on a drunk all week & I have 
really felt that out of protection to myself & office I 
must discharge him but I will not if I can reduce him 
to submission again on account of his wife and 
baby. 
Wrote a letter to Mondell today protesting against 
his report of the Leasing bill without giving me a 
further hearing.  It will afford me a fine chance to 
kick up a big row on the passage of the bill in the 
House. 
 
[clipping] 

ANGRY WORDS PASSED 
IN COMMITTEE HEARING 

Clash During Discussion of 
Measure To Exempt Guggen- 

Heim-Morgan Railway. 
A clash in the House committee on territories, in 

which Representative Lloyd of Missouri and 
Representative Southwick of New York exchanged 
sharp words, and in which Delegate Wickersham, 
from Alaska, and John N. Steele, attorney for the 
Guggenheim-Morgan interests, questioned each 
others veracity, resulted today when the committee 
reopened the hearings on the bill to exempt the 
Copper River And Northwestern railway from 
payment of the Alaska railroad license tax. 

The control of the railroad by the Guggenheim 
and Morgan interests had been admitted by Mr. 
Steele.  He insisted, however, that the road was 
designed to be a common carrier and not simply an 
outlet for the Guggenheim-Morgan Bonanza mines. 

“I think this committee ought to vote to postpone 
the bill,” said Representative Lloyd.  “It is difficult to 
show the House that the Morgan or Guggenheim 
interests need any relief.” 

Criticism and Retort. 
It is a disgrace for any member of Congress to 

urge such an argument, interjected Representative 
Southwick. 

“The gentleman from New York has never shown 
any interest in the sessions of this committee 

except on the statehood measure and on this bill,” 
retorted Representative Lloyd. 

Mr. Southwick became incensed at what he 
termed the “personalities” of Mr. Lloyd and for a 
time the feeling was intense. 

A Question of Veracity 
The committee finally asked Delegate Wickersham 
if he wanted to cross-examined Mr. Steele and the 
other lawyers who have appeared in support of the 
railroads. 

“I certainly do,” said Mr. Wickersham; I intend to 
present some proofs and say some things to this 
committee, and Mr. Steel had best be here when I 
do it.” 

“I dont need to be here,” returned Mr. Steele; you 
have said things to other committees about 
Alaskan affairs that were not true.” 

“That is not so,” said Mr. Wickersham. 
The committee decided to go to the bottom of the 
Alaska matter.  Instead of killing the bill in the 
committee it is arranged that Delegate Wickersham 
shall have the opportunity to cross-examined the 
attorneys for the Guggenheim-Morgan interests 
next Monday. 

Diary 18, 1911 
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-18-  
18th continued:  There is a deadlock in the House.  
Mann of ill. is filibustering to prevent the passage of 
the War claims bill -one filled with Southern War 
crimes & the House does not adjourn - but takes a 
recess from time to time & then the struggle is 
renewed.  Have been for two days objecting to a 
bill - ordered reported - from the Interstate & For. 
Com. Com. House, to grant the Controller Bay Ry. 
a fee simple title to tide lands in Controller Bay 
harbor. 

-19th - 
Sunday.  The House continued in session all last 
night & until 3 oclock this afternoon, in a “filibuster” 
against the “War claims bill” - the fight was led by 
the Republicans - and is throwing the business of 
the Congress into shape where it may compel the 
President to call an extra session. 

Diary 18, 1911 
February 21 

-21st - 
Debbie went to the Presidents Reception tonight - 
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Army-Navy reception.  I refused to go. 
Hearing today before Com. on Ter. and 

examined Steele, the Gugg. attorney - with the 
usual row.  I am to have a hearing yet on the bill - 
sometime. - Think I can now kill the bill. 

-23rd – 
This has been a day of battle.  In the first place I 

have for some days been getting my argument 
ready for opposing the Mondell Leasing Bill, and 
only yesterday got the first argument done by today 
asked for leave to put it in the record.  I saw 
Mondell on the floor of the House today & asked 
him when he expected to bring it up, & he said he 
did not know that he had 

Diary 18, 1911 
February 23 

23rd 
made no arrangement about it, etc.  He About two 
hours after & without any word to me he called the 
bill up under the gag law suspension rule, allowing 
only forty minutes for debate & without opportunity 
to amend & started to “steam roller” it through. 
Madison, of Kan, James of Kentucky, Lenroot & a 
dozen others joined in the fight against it.  I was 
given a few minutes & began an address against it. 
While I was in the midst of my argument Mondell - 
sitting not ten feet away, just in front of me, called 
me a liar - and there was an immediate mix up.  I 
attempted to strike him but was prevented.  The 
row was unseemly and I am very sorry that it 
occurred - but when a man calls another a liar, 
without smiling, it means a blow.  As soon as I 
could I apologized & a letter later Mondell made 
what the 

Diary 18, 1911 
February 23 

23 
newspapers called a “Scotch apology” -briefly he 
lied again.  I was much concerned on Debbies 
account - but when we went into the dining room 
tonight at “Congress Hall” filled with members & 
their wives, we were greeted with hand clapping 
and every evidence of approval.  Many people 
came forward & assured me that I did right & that 
they quite approved all that I did. 
Anyway, we effectually killed the Alaska Coal 
Leasing Bill - after we had closed the incident the 
fight over the bill proceeded & when debate was 

closed Tawney moved to adjourn - after much 
trouble that was defeated on a roll call – then the 
bill came on for final passage & we beat it 5 to 1 – 
151 votes against it & but 32 in favor.  I hope this 
will end all further attempts to create a National 
Landlord over Alaska & prevent her development. 

Diary 18, 1911 
February 24 

-February 24- 
[clipping]  {Extract from “Post”} 
GRAPPLE IN HOUSE 
Mondell, of Wyoming, Versus Wickersham, of 
Alaska 
EACH CALLS OTHER LIAR 
Exciting Scene is Enacted While  
  Friends Separate Combatants 
Representative Hurls First Epithet as 

Alaska Coal Land Leasing Is Being 
Debated-Delegate From Territory, 
Prompt to Make Attack, Is Throttled 
in Turn by Foster, of Vermont-Bill 
Defeated After Apologies Are Made. 

Delegate Wickersham, of Alaska, shouting, “You 
are the liar if you say that,” rushed upon 
Representative Mondell, of Wyoming, seated 
across the aisle, and clutched him by the throat, 
during the waning hours of yesterdays session of 
the House.  The members who closed in upon the 
struggling men declared that no blows were struck.  
From the galleries, however, it was plain that this 
was not due to any disinclination on the part of 
either of the belligerents. 

Mr. Wickersham, his fingers around Mr. 
Mondell’s neck, was seized in similar fashion by 
Representative Foster, of Vermont.  And all the 
time the Wyoming representative was wriggling to 
get himself free, and making futile efforts to use the 
chair from which he had risen to use it as a 
weapon against his assailant. 

The crowd around the two men grew.  
Representative Longworth, of Ohio, and other 
members, who had been sitting close to Mr. 
Mondell, attempted to pull him from the tenacious 
grasp of the infuriated delegate. Mr. Wickersham, 
in spite of the grip which Mr. Foster had secured on 
his throat, was still able to express his sentiments 
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in vigorous, if not parliamentary, language.  Mr. 
Foster, as peacemaker, seemed to be the target 
for his characterizations, rather than the man he 
had started after, Mr. Mondell. 

Mr. Dwight to the Rescue. 
Finally, the Republican whip, Representative 

Dwight, of New York, who would weigh in at the 
ringside at about 250 pounds, interposed his bulk 
between Mr. Wickersham and Mr. Mondell, and the 
delegate was forced to release his hold on his 
opponents throat. 

The rough-and-tumble fight occurred during a 
debate on the administration Mil, providing for the 
leasing of Alaskan coal lands on royalties.  The 
Alaska delegate was vigorously opposing the 
measure.  In the course of his argument he read a 
letter from Secretary Ballinger describing the 
operations of final certificates in land cases.  He 
declared that the final receipt is issued in every 
case, and that is equivalent, under the decision of 
the Supreme Court, to a patent for a title. 

At this juncture Mr. Mondell turned to Represent-
ative Burke, of South Dakota, and remarked, in a 
tone which carried easily across the aisle to the 
desk before which Mr. Wickersham was standing: 
“He is a liar. That is all there is to it.” 

This was the signal for Mr. Wickersham’s 
onslaught. He hurled himself down the aisle and 
was upon Mr. Mondell before the members knew 
what was happening. 
Representative Olmsted of Pennsylvania, who was 
in the Speakers chair, was making about as much 
disturbance with his gavel as the contestants on 
the floor.  At his order, the sergeant-at-arms took 
down from its resting place the mace of the House, 
surmounted with its silver eagle, and, gingerly 
holding it at arms length, bore down on the 
congested crowd of hostiles and mediators. But 
whether he walked as fast as he could, or whether 
his progress was delayed by his sense of the 
dignity of his mission, by the time he reached the 
combatants and their friends the actual trouble was 
over. 

Belligerents Resume Seats. 

Mr. Wickersham, still panting and feeling his 
collar, which had been pulled somewhat awry by 
the enthusiastic efforts of the pacific Mr. Foster, 
was back in his place, and Mr. Mondell, his throat 
relieved from the Alaskans grip, was again seated 
and drawing in grateful breaths. 

Mr. Wickersham was the first to take advantage 
of the calm which had been restored by such 
strenuous methods.  Mr. Olmsted quickly accorded 
him recognition. 

“I want the Record to show that I apologize to the 
House,” he cried, “but I also want it to show that I 
was called a liar.” 

Diary 18, 1911 
February 24 

-24- 
[clipping continued] 

The official stenographer was then questioned by 
Representative Tawney.   The stenographer said 
that he had heard Mr. Mondell say, while seated, 
“He is a liar.”  He then read the retort which Mr. 
Wickersham had uttered, as he was rushing across 
to Mr. Mondell’s seat. 

“I apologize.  I lost my temper,” repeated Mr. 
Wickersham. 

Gen. Keifer, of Ohio, was not quite satisfied.  He 
wanted a more comprehensive explanation. 

“I will make my apology as broad as any 
gentleman in the House wants it,” replied Mr. 
Wickersham, addressing the House.  “That’s all I 
have to say.” 

Makes “Scotch Apology.” 
Mr. Mondell made somewhat of a “Scotch 

Apology.” “I made no statement, such as has been 
reported , in debate,” he explained.  “I turned to the 
gentleman from South Dakota and said: ‘Then he 
must be a liar.’  My remark was not directed toward 
the gentleman from Alaska, and it was not uttered 
in debate, but to a gentleman who sat beside me.  I 
realize however, that I should not have uttered the 
word here, or anywhere, for that matter, and I 
apologize to the House.” 

Representative Tawney, whether from reasons of 
a parliamentary nature or a desire to close the 
incident while apologies indicated a resumption of 
amicable relations, attempted to secure an 
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adjournment.  The standing vote seemed to 
indorse his suggestion, but the opponents of the 
Alaska leasing bill demanded a roll call, and the 
House stayed on the job.  The bill was then 
defeated, by a vote of 151 to 31.  It would have 
required a two-thirds vote to pass the measure. 

The Democrats and the insurgent Republicans 
made up the force in opposition to the bill.  It 
provided for the leasing of coals lands, not to 
exceed 2,560 acres, on a royalty basis of from 3 to 
10 cents a ton.  The debate was extremely 
vigorous. 

“No hot Southern blood in this scrap,” said a 
member of the Kentucky delegation.  “Alaska and 
Wyoming.  Think of it!  We can prove an alibi.” 

“I foresee another revision of the rules,” 
remarked Representative Taylor, of Ohio, to a 
fellow-member, after the trouble has died down. 

“It’s too late,” was the reply.  “And what would be 
the use?” 

“Incorporate the Marquis of Queensberry rules,” 
carefully explained the Ohio member. 
[clipping] 

BLOW IN THE HOUSE 
Delegate Wickersham Strikes 

At Mr. Mondell.  {Star} 
MEMBERS QUELL THE ROW 
Word “Liar” Starts Trouble, But 

Both Parties Apologize and  
Peace Is Restored. 

There was a fight on the floor of the House 
yesterday afternoon just before adjournment 
between James Wickersham, the Alaska delegate, 
and Representative Frank Mondell of Wyoming.  
While no blows were actually landed, this was not 
the fault of the belligerent members.  It was 
necessary to put them “under the mace” before 
order could be restored. 

The whole row grew out of a misunderstanding.  
The administration’s bill to provide for the leasing 
of coal lands in Alaska, which is bitterly opposed by 
all those who took the Pinchot end of the Ballinger-
Pinchot controversy, but which has been marked 
for passage on the President’s program, was 

before the House.  Consideration of it had 
proceeded quietly enough, except for the attacks of 
democrats and republican insurgents on the 
ground that the measure would permit a 
Guggenheim coal monopoly in Alaska, until Mr. 
Wickersham took the floor.  He read a letter from 
Secretary of the Interior Ballinger with reference to 
location and final certificates in land cases, and 
remarked that “the final receipt is issued in every 
case, and that is equivalent, under the decision of 
the Supreme Court, to a patent for the title.” “He is 
a liar, that’s all!” remarked Representative Mondell 
to Representative Burke of South Dakota, who was 
sitting behind him, and with whom he had been 
chatting. 

“You are the liar, if you say that!” cried Mr. 
Wickersham, who evidently thought that the “liar” 
applied to him.  And the row was on. 

Swears at Peacemaker. 
Mr. Wickersham made a rush for Mr. Mondell, 

who was only a few seats away, and tried to strike 
him in the face.  His blow was short, and he 
continued his rush, clutching at Mondell’s throat.  
Then Representative Foster of Vermont, the 
foreign affairs chairman, who is tall, broad and 
husky, grabbed Mr. Wickersham from behind.  The 
delegate, wild with rage, struggled to escape and 
roundly cursed the peacemaker.  Meanwhile 
Representative Longworth of Ohio had grabbed 
Mr. Mondell, who was trying to rise from his chair, 
and sat on him.  Representative Dwight of New 
York, who is about Jim Jefferies’ size, put an end 
to hostilities by getting between the two men. 

 
Some form of this story has gone all over the 
country by Assoc. Tel. & probably to Alaska. 

Diary 18, 1911 
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-Feb 24- 
[clipping continued] 

PRINCIPLES IN HOUSE ROW. 
[pictures of Representative Mondell and Delegate 
Wickersham] 

Representative Olmstead of Pennsylvania, who 
was in the chair, had not been idle either.  Between 
bangs of the gavel he had called for the sergeant-
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at-arms, and that functionary advanced toward the 
combatants, bearing the sacred mace.  It is a pretty 
serious proposition to be arrested by the sergeant-
at-arms under these circumstances and there was 
no further effort to continue the row. 

“Mr. speaker,” cried Delegate Wickersham, “I 
want the record to show that I apologize to the 
House.  I was called a liar.” 

Representative Tawney of Minnesota suggested 
that both men should make apologies to the 
House. 

Apologies Are Made. 
“That is what I want to do, apologize to the 

House,” Mr. Wickersham declared, adjusting his 
cuffs and smoothing his rumpled hair.  “I lost my 
temper.” 

Representative Keifer of Ohio arose long enough 
to insist that the apology go further than the words 
used and cover the “unseemly incident that 
followed.” 

“Well, I want my apology to be as broad as any 
gentleman desires,” said Mr. Wickersham, amid 
loud applause from the democratic side. 

Then Mr. Mondell took the floor, declaring that he 
had not said “he is a liar” in debate, but in a casual 
way of reference.  He did not deny using the 
language of course, but insisted that his statement 
had not been directed against Delegate 
Wickersham. 

“But I realize I should not have used the word 
‘liar’ at all,” said Mr. Mondell, “and I apologize.  I 
used it as a chance word.   I regret that anything I 
have said here has caused this disturbance and 
led to this unfortunate incident.” 

Mr. Foster, who had been handed some rude 
language by Wickersham, sat unbendingly in his 
seat while this was going on.  He relaxed, however, 
when Mr. Wickersham approached him extended 
his hand and asked forgiveness. 

The war being over, the opponents of the 
administration’s pet conservation measure joined 
hands and defeated it on roll call, by a vote of 151 
to 32.  Less than a fifth of the members present 
voted for the measure, whereas, under suspension 

of the rules, a two-thirds vote was necessary to 
pass it.   

 
Judge Madison & many of my friends think this 
unseemly row will have a good rather than a bad 
effect on Alaska, and point to our heavy vote as 
proof. 

Diary 18, 1911 
February 25 

-Feb 25- 
[clipping] 
 

THAT ROW IN HOUSE 
AS IT WAS REPORTED 

Stenographer Irland Qualifies 
As Sporting Editor of the 
Congressional Record. 

Fred Irland, one of the lightning shorthand artists 
of the House of Representatives, was unofficially 
selected yesterday as the sporting editor of the 
Congressional Record.  Mr. Irland’s fitness for the 
position is made manifest by the report in 
yesterday’s Record of the row on the floor of the 
House Thursday evening just before adjournment 
between Delegate Wickersham of Alaska and 
Representative Mondell of Wyoming. 
Here it is: 

Mr. Wickersham-But the final receipt is issued in 
every case, and that is equivalent, under the 
decision of the Supreme Court, to a patent for the 
title. 

Mr. Mondell (from his seat)-He is a liar; that is all. 
Mr. Wickersham – You are a liar if you say that; 

that is all. 
(Menacing actions took place between Mr. 

Wickersham and Mr. Mondell.) 
The speaker pro temper-The sergeant-at-arms 

will preserve order. 
(The sergeant-at-arms, bearing the mace, 

appeared.) 
How it Might Have Been 

Now how much more proper and dignified is this 
account, reported on the floor by Mr. Irland with his 
flying pen, that the story of the Wickersham-
Mondell rumpus that might just have accurately 
been written by a sporting editor not so thoroughly 
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imbued with the atmosphere of the House and the 
dignity of his job, such an account would probably 
sound something like this: 

Jim Wickersham, the Chilkoot Chaser, and Frank 
Mondell, the Wyoming Wonder, mixed it up on the 
floor of the House yesterday evening.  If a couple 
of fresh guys hadn’t butted in there’d have been as 
pretty a scrap as has been seen in Congress this 
winter.  The wow-wow started this way: 

Jim had been spieling about a bunch of Alaska 
land and had read a letter from Dick Ballinger 
telling about it, when Frankie bawls out He’s a liar; 
that’s all. You’re another, says Jim, and swings for 
Franks nose, but is short.  Then he kicks over a 
chair and grabs for Frankie’s face, but Dave Foster 
comes up from behind, swings to Jims windpipe 
and closes his bellows. Nick Longworth sits on 
Frank and, except for some rough talk by Wick its 
all over but the apology thing. 

Nothing More to It. 
“Just when the mix-up is over along comes an 

old gent carrying a black stick with an eagle sitting 
on top of it.  Everybody apologizes to everybody 
else and there’s nothing more to it.” 

Suppose Fred Ireland had put a report like that in 
the Record? It would have been equally truthful, 
but out of harmony with the rest of the publication.  
His selection as the Record’s sporting editor will 
probably be confirmed by the House very soon. 
 
The row is already a thing of the past. While it was 
unfortunate that I should get mixed up on the floor 
of the House there seems to be a general feeling 
that I could do nothing else. 
It will have the effect to warn all that when they 
begin to try their patent nostrums on Alaska they 
must reckon with the Delegate & I will not be 
snubbed anymore as Nelson & Mondell have 
heretofore done it - they will be more polite, 
anyway. 

Diary 18, 1911 
February 26-27 

-26th - 
Darrell sailed from Nagasaki for San Francisco on 
the U.S. Transport Sherman on the 23rd & will 
reach S.F. about March 15th.  Debbie is greatly 

concerned for fear that she will not get to see him 
before she goes to Japan & I dont think she will. 

-27th - 
While in my seat in the House this morning Rep. 
Foster, of Vermont, with whom I had a sub-rumpus 
when I struck at Mondell, came across the house & 
offered to shake hands. 
I arose & shook hands with him promptly, & I hope 
that much of the matter is closed up.  My Coal 
Monopoly speech is attracting some attention & I 
hope it will do some good to Alaska.  It can do no 
harm. I got a letter 

Diary 18, 1911 
February 27-28 

27 
from Dr. S. Hall Young, my old Presbyterian 
preacher friend chiding me tidily, for my action, but 
on the same line tendering me absolution & 
glorying in the death of the coal bill. 
I also received a telegram from the Valdes 
Chamber of Commerce congratulating me & one 
from the Alaska Citizen, Fairbanks, asking for a 
statement saying that the Times & News were 
distorting the story - to my disadvantage, of course. 
Still, I am not altogether unhappy about it - we 
killed the bill anyway & it was certainly a bad one. 

-28th - 
We are just about done with Alaska Matters. - my 
mining bill in the Senate is hung up. - Senator Dick 
has it in his pigeonhole & whether or not he will let 
it out is a problem.  Senator Guggenheim is on that 
Committee!! He may get even with me that way. 

Diary 18, 1911 
February 28-
March 1 

28 
[clipping: caricature of clashing fists, one labeled 
Mondell and the other Wickersham; with Mondell 
saying “Liar!” and Wickersham saying “You’re 
another!”  Canton, 0. News Democrat] 

-Mch. 1.- 
Saw Senator Dick, Ch. Com. on Mines & he told 
me that there was difficulty etc. about my mining 
bill - some lawyer “objecting - Probably Joslin or 
Mondell.  Think the bill will be killed - Gugg. on 
Com. Senate voted to sustain Lorimer today.  
Looks like an Extra Session - hope not. 

Diary 18, 1911 
March 1 

1 
[clipping] 
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HOTTEST SPORTING DOPE IN 
THE COUNTRY. 

REFEREES POOR WORK 
AT BATTLE ROYAL. 

“Alaskan Kid” Not Allowed to 
Go to a Finish with 

“Fighting Frank” 
By Left Cross. 

The battle royal at the club Thursday would have 
been much more exciting if “Honest Joe” Cannon, 
the clubs regular referee, had officiated.  “Uncle 
Joe,” who loves a scrap, would have let the fight go 
to a finish.  As bad luck would have it, a chap 
named Olmsted was referee.  We hear he comes 
from Harrisburg, Pa., but we never heard of him 
before. At any rate he had a fearful case of rattles 
and kept calling, “Time, time!” when he wasn’t 
yelling for the police. 

While it lasted, Alaska Kid Wickersham added to 
his reputation.  When the gong sounded he rushed 
at Fighting [cartoon showing men fighting, titled: 
The Battle Royal in the House] Frank Mondell and 
jabbed him on the head with his left, but his right 
swing went wild, “Fighting Frank” missed with his 
left.  In the general mix-up that followed “Baldy 
Nick” Longworth fouled Wickersham; actually gave 
him the strangle hold.  If Referee Olmsted knew 
anything about the game he would have given 
Longworth the gate then and there. 

“Burlington Dave” Foster -butted in, too, and the 
“Alaska Kid” shook him from heel to toe with a right 
on the point of the jaw. 

The whole affair was very disappointing. 
Big John Dwight was being made receiver 

general when the police interfered.  The whole 
affair was very disappointing. 
The editor of the Slam Bam is a modest man, but 
he feels bound to compare his style of describing a 
sporting event with that of the senior official 
reporter of the Congressional Record, one Fred 
Ireland, who wrote in his moribund sheet: 

Mr. Mondell (from his seat) - He is a liar; that is 
all. 

Mr. Wickersham - You are a liar if you say that; 

that is all. 
(Menacing actions took place between Mr. 

Wickersham and Mr. Mondell.) 
The Speaker pro tempore - The sergeant-at-

arms will preserve order. 
(The sergeant-at-arms, beaming the mace 

appeared.) 
Mr. Wickersham - Mr. Speaker, I want the record 

to show that I apologize to the House.  I was called 
a liar. 

The /Speaker pro tempore - the House will be in 
order. All gentlemen will be seated. 

How’s that for pink tea literature? Buy Slam 
Bang, the best Congressional sporting page in 
America.  Send it to your constituents; members of 
the club can frank it. 
 
Generally the papers have been fair with me in the 
scrap but evidently the Big Interests publicity 
bureau got in their work for the Seattle and Alaska 
papers give me the very worst of it in every way. 

Diary 18, 1911 
March 2-3 

-Mch. 2nd - 
The Senate has been in a hopeless wrangle - it 
looked so anyway - until this afternoon when it 
passed five big appropriation bills & all are now 
hopeful that there will be no extra session.  We are 
beginning to “pack” ready to go home Saturday 
evening at six p.m. 

Mch 3rd  
I sent a letter of invitation to the President today 
inviting him (to come to Alaska this summer - Also 
the Senate tacked an amendment on to the 
Sunday Civil Affairs Bill, providing for a govt. Com. 
of 10 to go to Alaska and investigate things!  Of 
course Piles introduced it & its a Guggenheim & 
Taft scheme to prevent investigation! 
But I came up with my invitation with a smile - they 
will go anyway, so 

Diary 18, 1911 
March 3 

3 
why not invite the scamps & then cuss them later 
for not doing what they ought - if they job us? 
Senator Dick thinks my bill for the amendment of 
the Alaska mining law cannot be got out of his 
Committee (Senator Guggenheim is the Coms 
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leading & most powerful member), but Ryans 
Railroad bill got out in 30 minutes!!  Great is the 
power of the Big Interests! 
Things are boiling now in both Hoses, and it is the 
hour of jobs by amendment - by Senate 
Amendments on House Bills -What a sweet mess a 
Com. of 10 - 5 appointed by Sherman, Pres of the 
Senate & 5 by Uncle Joe - will make of Alaskas 
complaints! And Senator Piles, of Seattle, is aiding 
as he always is - it will end in bankruptcy for 
Seattle, and it ought. 

Diary 18, 1911 
March 4 

-4th - 
Congress adjourns at noon today.  We will start 
west this evening on the Pennsy. Ry. 

Results. 
1. Beat the Presidents Coal Leasing Bill for Alaska! 
which in my judgment ample satisfaction to date. 
2. Got my own Mining law amendments through 
the House, but were hung up in the Dick - 
Guggenheim Com. in the Senate.  Net result 
negative, but nothing could be more important to 
Alaska than the defeat of the 
Administration in its attempt to reserve the coal 
lands in Alaska and have them for thirty years!  I 
shall hope for better and more constructive results 
at the next session. 

Diary 18, 1911 
March 5-8 

-5th - 
Chicago – 

-6th – 
St. Paul. 

-7- 
Butte. 

-8- 
Spokane in the morning Yakima at 2. p.m.  I 
stopped off here to see Mrs. Charbonneau & 
Margaret - about Mrs. C-trouble with Jesse Noble 
& her recent horsewhipping of Ruser, the Cashier 
of Nobles bank - for whom I was attorney.  While I 
have no intention of appearing as Attorney in these 
matters yet I feel that I must see that these women 
are not mistreated - for they have both been my 
friends & political & business supporters. 
 
[clipping] 

NO ALASKA TRIP  
THIS YEAR FOR TAFT 

Extra Session of Congress Will Keep  
Him in the Nat.  
     Capitol 

WASHINGTON, March 6.- President Taft 
probably will be unable to visit Alaska this summer, 
although he had planned to do so, had it not been 
necessary to call an extraordinary session of 
congress.  The following note has been received 
by Delegate Wickersham of Alaska: 

“I have yours of March 3, inviting me to visit 
Alaska.  I did intend to do so, but uncertainties 
connected with the extra session render it 
impossible for me to make any plans at present.” 

It is also considered probably that the recently 
appointed commission of senators and 
representatives to investigate conditions in Alaska 
will not make the authorized trip on account of the 
extra session.  Members at present see no 
opportunity ahead for absence from Washington 
during the summer. 
Delegate Wickersham has left for Seattle, where 
he will spend several days in conference with 
Alaskans before returning to Washington for the 
extra session. 

Diary 18, 1911 
March 9-10 

-9th - 
Spent the day in N. Yak. - visited Mrs. C. & her 
sisters at their suburban home, consulted with 
Snively, their Attorney. N. Yak is a most wonderful 
little city in the center of a wonderful orchard region 
- I am greatly pleased with it & enjoyed my visit 
here! 

-10th - 
Arrived in Seattle this morning & found Debbie at 
the Rainier Grand Hotel where we always stop.  A 
boatload of Alaskans left here last night for 
Cordova & Valdes, then inside.  Travel northward 
is as great as ever & the quartz discoveries around 
Valdes are attracting much attention. 
People here quite approve my stand against the 
coal leasing bill - I am credited with success in 
defeating it. 

Diary 18, 1911 -11th - 
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March 11 [clipping]  
TAFT TO DECIDE 

ALASKAN CLAIMS 
WITHOUT DELAY 

Weary of Waiting for Con- 
gress to Act, President Will 

Give Judgment 
Special to Post-Intelligencer. 

WASHINGTON, March 6.- President Taft let it be 
known today to visitors at the White House that he 
will wait no longer for additional legislation looking 
to the opening up of Alaskan coal fields, but will do 
all in his power to bring about that much-desired 
end by effecting an early consideration and 
settlement of hundreds of Alaska coal land claims 
which have been held pending in abeyance so 
long, pending hoped-for action by the house and 
senate. 

Failure Moves Him 
The presidents decision is the result of the failure 
of Congress to pass the administrations leasing 
plan 
measure, and follows almost immediately upon the 
receipt of telegrams today form the commercial 
bodies of 
ten leading cities of the Pacific coast, urging him to 
act. The presidents declaration undoubtedly digni- 
fies that he intends giving early consideration to the 
thirty-three Cunningham claims, which are in more 
advanced position than any similar claims before 
the government, and which, as previously 
announced, he would pass upon personally.  

Will Co-operate 
After that, it is believed to be his intention to co-

operate with the department of the interior in 
bringing final settlement to the 700 remaining 
claims still unacted upon. 

It was learned at the interior department today 
that the Cunningham claims are almost ready for 
examination by the President.  That Mr. Taft will 
have questions of exacting magnitude before him 
for decision, is shown by the fact that legal 
advisers of the general land office are almost 
evenly divided upon the question of the legality of 

these claims. 
Opinions Differ 

Some hold that they should be immediately 
turned over to the claimants, while others contend 
that they should be canceled. 

After these have been either confirmed or 
rejected by the president, it is his intention to 
proceed with all pending claims, so that Alaska 
coal may be mined and marketed at the earliest 
possible moment under existing laws.   Alaskans 
now in Washington, who have heard of the 
president’s newly-announced position, are more 
hopeful over the situation than they have been for 
the past two years. 

11 
Sent telegram to Mrs. C. - N. Yak. that her 
opponents here trying to secure her arrest for 
assault on Ruser. Went to Buckley to visit Mother & 
Jen. 

-12th - 
Sunday.  Spent the day at Jens - Mrs. Charles 
Hanson - Enumclaw, Visiting relatives & friends.  
All well here. 

Diary 18, 1911 
March 13-15 

-Monday 13th - 
Back to Seattle - but late in evening. 

-Tuesday 14th – 
Mrs. C & Margaret & Judge Thomas here - warrant 
was issued for Mrs. C. arrest for horsewhipping 
Ruser, & I and McElroy & P.V. Davis are looking 
out for her safety.  I have advised appearance & 
plea of guilty - take a fine & quit. 

The P.-I. is ugly & will not even notice my 
presence in town - a pretty certain evidence that 
they have good reason to know it. 

-15- 
Over to Tacoma today to pay taxes.  The old town 
looks good - but I do not want ever to come back 
here to live -although I may have to.  Not till I 
starve out of Alaska though - Alaska for me 
forever. 

Diary 18, 1911 
March 16-23 

-16th - 
Wrote letter to Henry Roden saying I would not 
come in this spring that he must do all my 
Fairbanks law work.  Also sent Henry J. Ray full 

 38



Alaska State Library – Historical Collections         Diary of James Wickersham  
MS 107 BOX 3  DIARY 18  Aug. 29, 1910 through Apr. 19, 1911 

power of attorney to collect the Julius Hoffman & 
Bob Chamberlain mortgages etc.  Another boat 
goes out tonight for Alaska - Fairbanks, Valdes, 
etc.  I t makes me want to go! 

-23rd - 
I have been up home & have assisted Mother in 
arranging her affairs etc.  Have paid all my taxes - 
examined my house in town & ordered repairs etc.  
Have been visiting, talking & renewing 
acquaintance etc. Dinner with Debbie at Mr. & Mrs. 
Olds, Tacoma, yesterday. Got the case against 
Mrs. Charbonneau settled - fine $150.00 - but 
satisfactory 

Diary 18, 1911 
March 23-25 

23 
Am visiting with a lot of my Alaska friends here in 
Seattle every day - many are going in and dozens 
call each day to meet me.  Darrell came to S.F. last 
week - went on to Washington & was given 30 
days leave - and at once went up to New York.  He 
will be with us in Washington from the 4th to the 
20th of April & will then go to St. Louis on special 
duty of enlisting men for the Navy. 

-25th - 
Went to Buckley - bought all lots from Mother, 
Harry, Man & Jennie in Wickersham First Add. 
lying east & south of Pearl Street. Will clear & put 
into garden. 
Had lunch today - before going to Buckley - at the 
Municipal League - with Mr. J.R. Recd - also 
spoke. 

Diary 18, 1911 
March 27 

-27th - 
We are living quietly at Rainier-Grand Hotel.  I am 
invited to make an address on Tuesday Night at 
Commercial Club, on Wednesday morning at 
Wash. University, on Wednesday night at Arctic 
Club. 
 
[clipping] 

ALASKANS IN FIGHT 
FOR MARSHALSHIP 

John L. Sale of Fairbanks 
Seems to Think He Has Won 
Appointment From Taft, but 

Others Think Not. 

DEPUTY CHARLES ONE 
ASPIRING CANDIDATE 

        Delegate Wickersham Keeps 
His Hands Off Political 

Chessboard, and Result 
Seems Much in Doubt. 

A spirited and many-cornered fight is being 
waged this week for the United States Marshalship 
in the -Fairbanks district of Alaska, the several 
scenes of conflict being staged in Seattle, San 
Francisco and Washington.  From all indications, 
John L. Sale, of Fairbanks, now leads in the race 
and friends here who know of the influences 
working for him expect to hear of his appointment 
by President Taft at any time. 

The office is an important one and carries a 
handsome salary. Alaska is governed entirely by 
federal laws and the marshal of a district has 
authority less only that that of the federal court with 
which he is associated. 

Opposing Sale most strenuously is Percy G. 
Charles, formerly a well-known Seattle railroad and 
express man, who now is chief deputy under the 
present marshal, H.K. Love.  Charles has qualified 
with a splendid official record and is in every way 
entitled to the place- if Sale’s political claims are 
not stronger. 

Judge James Wickersham, delegate to Congress 
from Alaska, who returned to Seattle a few days 
ago, has not thrown his influence in favor of either 
of these candidates because, he explains, it is his 
belief that the administration will insist upon giving 
the plum to some Eastern member of its 
organization.  The delegate does not believe that 
the slogan seriously adopted by the Washington 
powers, and has expressed the opinion that the 
Alaskan candidates will find themselves thrust 
aside for some man better known to the party 
leaders and with a stronger claim upon their favor. 

Sale, however, has received very strong 
encouragement and he told Alaskan friends in San 
Francisco a few days ago that he was confident he 
would land the appointment.  He is one of the most 
popular men in the Northern country, is of 
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irreproachable character and has the backing of 
practically all the solid interests of the territory.  He 
is “regular” in his Republicanism and therefore has 
the indorsement of all the big corporations in the 
North that took such an active part in the election 
for delegate last year.  These included the 
Guggenheims and the Northern Commercial 
Company, both of which are reputed to have 
powerful influence at the capital. 

Charles is relying chiefly upon his showing as 
deputy in the present regime.  Love has 
unqualifiedly indorsed him and has urged his 
friends at Washington to give him the appointment. 

Sale now is in San Francisco.  The fact that he 
told friends that he intended to remain there 
indefinitely is taken for an indication that he has 
had a tentative promise of the job and is waiting for 
the appointment before leaving for the North. 

Diary 18, 1911 
March 28 

-28th - 
Father Duncan, of Metlakatla, & I each delivered 
an address before the Commercial Club, tonight.  
My friend, Maxwell, who served in the Wash. 
Legislature years ago, presided. 
Father Duncan made a very interesting address on 
the subject of educating the Indians, while I 
delivered myself of a vigorous criticism of the 
indifference of Seattle business men in respect to 
aiding in the development of the resources and 
government of Alaska. 
I fear I was rather plain and drastic - but most of 
those to whom I talked thought it was just the right 
kind of talk.  I am invited to talk tomorrow morning 
before the University of Washington and in the 
evening before the Arctic Club - I will give them 
about the same kind. 

Diary 18, 1911 
March 29 

-March 29th - 
[clipping] 

DELEGATE URGES 
ALASKAS NEEDS 

Mr. Wickersham Tells Seattle 
Business Men Their Aid 

Is Wanted 
TERRITORY IS NEGLECTED 

Speaker at the Commercial Club 

Blames Seattle for Being Party 
To This Neglect of the North 

Before an audience which filled the assembly hall 
of the Seattle Commercial Club last night Delegate 
James Wickersham, of Alaska, roused his hearers 
to a high pitch of enthusiasm with an earnest 
appeal to the business men of Seattle to go to the 
aid of Alaska in the latter’s fight for better 
government. 

Applause interrupted him at frequent intervals, 
and at the conclusion of his address the chair, by 
unanimous request, appointed a committee to act 
in conjunction with the other commercial bodies of 
this 
city for this purpose.  The committee consists of 
George Murphy, chairman; H.L. Falkenburg, 
Edward Dorr, Alfred Daub and R.A. Littleton. 

Rev. William Duncan spoke on the needs of the 
Alaskan Indians.  Mr. Wickersham then said: 

Seattle in Alaska’s Debt 
“We have in Alaska a large population of white 

people who need to be cared for as well as the 
Indians. We have 40,000 American citizens who 
have practically no form of government.  From the 
time when the news came down of the first 
discovery of gold in Alaska this city has grown and 
prospered wonderfully.  Something is due to the 
commercial ability and perseverance of the people 
of Seattle, but it is also due to the people of Alaska 
and the resources of Alaska. 

“The trade relations between this country and 
Alaska are firmly established, but do not think that 
nothing may ever happen to them.  There are two 
cities-Vancouver and Prince Rupert-both nearer to 
Alaska, and both increasing in commercial activity.  
Don’t be too sure that you own the trade of Alaska. 

Alaska Wants Reciprocity 
“We manufacture nothing.  We can’t be hurt by 

the tariff.  We, in Alaska, favor reciprocity.  We take 
our money out of the  ground or out of the sea.  I 
call your attention most earnestly to the fact that 
you are interested in Alaska. 

“There were two bills introduced into congress at 
the recommendation of the president of the United 
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States, one reserving to the United States all the 
coal lands in Alaska and entering on a scheme for 
their release with a payment of royalty to the 
treasury of the United States.  How many men in 
this body Recd those bills? (Seven hands 
upraised.) Only seven.  These bills go right to the 
heard of the country from which you get your 
greatest trade.  Here is a body of commercial men 
and only seven have Recd them.  You ought to be 
ashamed of it. 

“The other bill is to establish a civil government 
for the territory out of which you have drown rich. 
No wonder the delegate from Alaska and the 
representatives of Seattle dont always agree.  You 
people are nearly as ignorant as congress. 

Alaska Needs Aid Now 
“There never was a time when Alaska needed 

assistance more than now.  There is no other body 
of men so able to render that assistance as the 
men of Seattle.  The senator from your city took 
one view of the coal land bill and I took another, an 
d you dont know which was right. 

I want help.  I am a friend of Seattle and of the 
business men of Seattle.  It is your business to see 
that we have a good form of government in Alaska.  
It is your business to see that 40,000 citizens have 
an opportunity to build up the country they live in.  
It is your business to see that the coal lands can be 
developed by opening up that country. 

Needs of Alaska Overlooked 
“There hasn’t been a law passed in ten years 

which has aided in the development of Alaska, and 
you are the people to blame for it.  The territory of 
Alaska is a part of Seattle.  You are our financial 
capitalist we come to you for everything we use in 
the development of the country, and now we come 
to you to ask your help in getting us some good 
laws.  We are growing tired of getting nothing from 
the city of Seattle in the way of development.  
These matters are of vital importance to you.  Give 
yourselves and Alaska the benefit of an effort 
which will tend to the development and insure good 
laws in that great territory.” 

Rev. William Duncan, in describing his work 

among the Metlakatla Indians said that, whereas in 
the fist winter of his work there were twelve 
murders in the village, there had been no 
bloodshed among the tribe in the last forty years. 

“The right way,” he said, “is to take the whole 
man, teach his hands to work, teach his mind to 
direct the hands, and teach his heart of the love of 
God.” 

Arctic Club Plans Banquet 
Mr. Wickersham will be the guest of honor at a 
smoker to be given at the Arctic Club at 8:30 this 
evening. 

There will be special music and addresses by 
prominent Alaskans now in the city. 
President C.L. Morris, of the club, 

Diary 18, 1911 
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-Mch. 29th -  continued 
[clipping continued] 
will preside at the smoker.  He has extended an 
invitation to all Alaskans and former Alaskans now 
in Seattle to attend. 

Mr. Wickersham is returning from Washington, 
where he has been attending the sessions of 
congress. 
The Alaska Club is also planning a smoker for Gov. 
Walter E. Clark, of Alaska, upon his return from the 
East to Seattle. 
 
Mr. Ralph Royal, a student from Skagway, came 
down to the Hotel to escort me out to the University 
of Washington.  Mr. John Nestor, of Nome & Mr. 
Ben Behrends, of Juneau accompanied us.  Met 
the President, Kane & a committee of Alaska boys: 
Ralph Royal, Reed Heilig and Royal Pullen, who 
took charge of matters:  The following is the official 
program. 
[clipping]  

{U. of W. Daily} 
SOURDOUGHS ON 

“U” CAMPUS WILL 
HONOR DELEGATE 

Alaskan Students to Hold Pot- 
latch for James A. Wickersham  
Who Will Address Regular  
Assembly Wednesday 
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MEAL STRICTLY NORTHERN ONE 
University students who hail from Alaska will be the 
hosts of James A. Wickersham, territorial delegate 
to congress, at a sourdough potlatch Wednesday 
noon at the Commons. 

Immediately after the address at the 10 o’clock 
assembly, when Mr. Wickersham will tell about the 
northland, he will be taken in charge by the Arctic 
students and shown over the campus and 
buildings. 

Jerry Riordan, manager of the Commons, is 
preparing a typical Alaskan menu for the potlatch.  
Tickets for the lunch may be obtained from the 
committee consisting of Ralph Royal, Reed Heilig 
and Royal Pullen. 

 
It was really invigorating to face an audience of 
2000 young men and 
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-29- 
Menu from University of Washington Arctic Lunch 
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29 
women & I greatly enjoyed my talk to them.  They 
gave me close attention & seemed also to enjoy 
my talk about Alaska.  After the address my 
committee -3 Alaska Boys - took us around the 
rounds and showed us the advantages of the 
undeveloped grounds - their buildings, etc. and at 
12 oclock we were taken to an informal lunch in the 
A.B. Building - erected by the Alaska Arctic 
Brotherhood, for use at the A.Y.P. Exposition.  
More business men from Seattle had come out.  
Dr. Moore, Clyde Morris, the Pres. of the Arctic 
Club & others & we had a very pleasant lunch & 
some informal speeches - of course about Alaska.  
It was a pleasant day - & I greatly enjoyed meeting 
seventeen boys & girls, students – from Alaska. 

Diary 18, 1911 
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-29- 
[clipping] 

ELECTIVE ALASKAN 
ASSEMBLY FAVORED 

250 Members of Arctic Club Endorse 
Wickersham Bill to That 

End. 
Members of the Arctic Club to the number of 250 

after listening to a brief address by Delegate 
Wicker-sham, of Alaska, guest of honor at the 
clubs smoker, last night went on record as 
unanimously endorsing the northern delegates bill 
giving Alaska an elective legislative assembly.  The 
resolution also embodied a request that the 
Washington congressional delegation do 
everything in its power to further Judge 
Wickersham fight for self-government. 

Immediately following the adoption of the 
resolution, the following were appointed members 
of a committee to act in conjunction with 
representatives of other bodies instructed to assist 
in advancing the territorial bill and other Alaska 
legislation:  C.B. Heifner, C.W. Corliss, A.J. Daly 
and W.T. Perkins. 

Judge Wickersham, in his address, urged the 
people of Seattle to help the North in its efforts to 
get a square deal.  He expressed himself and 
confident that Congress, with the complexion of the 
lower house Democratic, will accede to the 
demands of Alaskans if the Washington delegation 
lends him its support. 

Previous to the delegate’s speech $2000 worth 
of bonds was paid off at the smoker.  This makes 
the total paid off since November last $16,000, a 
showing considered remarkable in view of the fact 
that it was not expected that more than $10,000 
would be subscribed this year.  Officers of the club 
confidently expect to see $25,000 worth paid off 
before January 1 next. 

A musical program, including a soprano solo by 
Mrs. W.H. Whittlesey, was presented. 

 
My reception tonight at the Arctic Club was most 
flattering.  After an opening program of songs and 
music - I spoke for more than an hour on the 
importance of the business men of Seattle acting in 
unison on advancing their own and Alaskas 
interest by securing from Congress the passage of 
an act to authorize the people of Alaska to elect a 
Territorial Legislature.  Certainly I had the applause 
& probably the support of the 200 business men 
present to that end  They adopted a resolution to 
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appoint committee to work along the line 
suggested & instructed that Com. to act with others 
appointed by other commercial bodies in Seattle.  I 
feel satisfied that the business men of Seattle are 
interested – if they don’t go to sleep again. 

Diary 18, 1911 
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-30th - 
A few members & officers of the Commercial Club 
invited me to lunch today - they have also 
appointed a Com. of Five to act with the like Com. 
from the Arctic Club to secure favorable Alaskan 
legislation.  The Arctic Club Com. called on me this 
afternoon & consulted as to ways & means for 
carrying out my suggestion in respect to legislation.  
Cont. Morris, Dr. Myers, Hegerman, & two more – 
promised to keep them well posted from 
Washington. 
 Left Seattle tonight at 7:10 over N.P. Ry. 
for Washington.  Darrell has gone on & Debbie 
goes back with me - he trip to Japan has been 
abandoned because of breaking down of vessel, 
the plague in Japan, etc. 

Diary 18, 1911 
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-31st - 
Spokane to Butte. 

-April 1.- 
Yellowstone River etc. 

-April 2.- 
St Paul to Chicago 

-April 3.- 
Chicago  to Pittsburg 

-April 4- 
Reached Washington this morning at 8:40 and 
went to Congress Hall Hotel.  Darrell reached town 
a little later & joined us. 

Congress met at 12 m. 
Champ Clark, speaker, Democratic.  Fight on to 
change the Rules in the House.  The Democrats 
promise to give me committee - Territorial & Public 
Lands - but I dont know what they will do yet. 
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4 
I introduced the Elective Legislative Bill again 
today- 

-April 5th – 
House still fighting over Rules.  No committees yet. 

-April 6th- 

Barney Goss came with me from Fairbanks, two 
years ago, as Secretary, and has been with me 
ever since.  He married nearly 2 years ago - to a 
girl here in Washington & has a baby boy! But he is 
a fool Bohemian newspaper man, and wont be 
sensible and practicable.  He is a most competent 
clerk - just the man I need -but he will get drunk & 
stay that way.  He has nearly ruined the efficiency 
of my office by his drinking.  Before the Session 
closed last March he 
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-6- 
was drunk most of the time & this week he has not 
appeared to work at all.  My mail is unanswered - 
the work of the office is not done and, worse, I am 
not sure of his discretion or honesty - no drunk 
man is safe to trust in a fight with “Big Interests.” 
I sent a capitol policeman today to hunt him up & 
get the keys - I could not get my mail - or into the 
desks. The policeman found him at the “Varnum” - 
drunk - and got the keys.  Barney told him that he 
already had a job and that he would go tomorrow 
to accept it.  If that is so it discloses a new feature - 
that justifies my distrust. Anyway I shall now 
discharge him & get another clerk. Probably Tom 
Coles, a student of the Seattle U. of W. from 
Juneau, will come - I shall ask him. 

Diary 18, 1911 
April 7 

-7th - 
The House adjourned yesterday till Monday to 
allow arrangement of Committees.  The 
Republicans have allowed Minority Leader Mann to 
arrange the minority side of the Committees. What 
I will get in that case is doubtful.  Mann is for the 
Administration & I fear will not give me 
consideration.  However, James, of Kn. Lloyd, of 
Mo. & other Democrats have advised me to be 
quiet - that I shall be put on Territories & Public 
Lands - and thats all I want. 
Had dinner tonight at New Willard with McKenzie, - 
& Genl. Wilson, ex Senator Squire & a couple of 
younger Army officers.  - Why? I do not know.  
Barney has not yet shown up and I have employed 
a stenographer & type writer temporarily - and 
have written to Tom. Cole, offering him the place. 

Diary 18, 1911 -8th - 
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April 8-9 Mrs. Goss has just been in to see me - she says 
Barney has not been home this week - and has 
probably left her!  A man who will desert a young 
wife & her and his first baby is a worthless devil! 

-9th Sunday – 

When the case of The Humboldt Steamship Co. v. 
The White Pass Ry Co. et. al. was begun more 
than a year ago I asked for permission to file a brief 
as Amicus Curiae, which was allowed, and I filed 
the brief sustaining the proposition that Alaska is a 
“Territory.”  The Interstate Commerce Commission, 
by a vote of 4 to 3 held adversely & the case was 
carried to the courts on an application for 
Mandamus to compel the Commission to assume 
jurisdiction and to act.  The Supreme Court of the 
District of Columbia in its opinion sustained our 
view that Alaska is 
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a Territory, but effused to issue the Mandamus 
because of the want of jurisdiction.  The case is 
now on appeal to the “Court of Appeals” for the 
District of Columbia and it looks very favorable that 
a decision may be rendered squarely determining 
whether the Interstate Commerce Laws for the 
control of Railroad Rates will - does - apply to 
Alaska.  I have no doubt that the law applies and 
have confidence that the court will so hold. 

I received a letter from the Attorney General this 
morning, which reads as follows: 
“Office of the Attorney General, Washington D.C. 
April 8, 1911  
Hon. James Wickersham, House Of 
Representatives. 
Sir: I am in receipt of your letter of 7th instant, 
transmitting a number of letters recommending Mr. 
Guy B. 
Erwin for appointment to the office of marshal of 
the Third (sic) Division of Alaska.  I think this must 
be a typographical mistake for Fourth Division.  I 
should 
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be pleased to see you with respect to this 
nomination and other Alaskan matters, upon which 
you desire to confer, either on Monday afternoon, 

10th instant, after 3:30 or Wednesday morning 12 
next, as you may prefer. 

Respectfully, 
Geo. W. Wickersham 

Attorney General. 
Well! what does that mean? I have not asked for 
any conference, did not recommend Erwin, or any 
one, and have assumed that I was persona non 
grata.  Of course, I shall go and see what he 
wants. - I know that I want - the Legislative Bill! 
Benj. Wilson told me Friday night that General 
Wood was reading my speech on Coal Land 
Leasing in Alaska, with some interest.  & Wilson 
recommended it. 
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-10th - 
I went to see the Attorney General this afternoon -
& he wants Peace, and the Delegates from Alaska 
in 1912!  I promptly presented my request for the 
support of my elective legislative bill for Alaska, & 
while he reiterated his former opposition it was 
greatly weakened and he wanted to talk - seemed 
to want to be converted. 
He told me that Love had not tendered his 
resignation - but that there might be a vacancy in 
the Valdes division! He said many complaints of a 
serious nature had been made against Marshal 
Sullivan of Valdes, but that he intended to submit 
them to the Grand Jury!! 
He gave me no-assurances politically but the 
whole trend of his conversation was conciliatory 
and “convention”-al.  He wants the western fight 
against Taft allowed! 
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D.A. McKenzie is also making hay while the sun 
shines for the Guggenheims.  He organized the 
dinner the other night at the New Willard & sat me 
next to Genl. Wilson & otherwise so conducted the 
scheme as to bring us together in amity. 
He was in the office today getting & sending copies 
of my legislative bill for Alaska to Birch & others 
with the announcement that they must support the 
measure.  It appears to me that he is now the sole 
lobbyist for the Guggs. -well I intend to make them 
get into line & pass the Elective Legislative Bill then 
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the great battle for Alaska will be half won! 
 

Barney Goss came back this morning & wanted 
to go to work again - but I told him no! that I had 
employed another man and that he must hunt 
another job!  Poor Barney. 
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-12th - 
Wrote letter to Atty. Genl. today urging him not to 
reappoint Faulkner, Marshal at Juneau on the 
ground that  he is a Canadian citizen.  Also 
telegraphed to Martin Harrais asking him to 
recommend a man for appointment as Postmaster 
at Chena.  The P.O. Dept. threatens to discontinue 
that office because the Postmaster has resigned & 
no applicant has appeared for it. 
List of Committees made public in House 
yesterday.  I am retained on both Territories and 
Military Affairs.  Recd, notice today that the Com. 
on Ter. would meet tomorrow. 

-13th - 
Nothing - Congress slowly organizing Democrats 
playing better politics than the Republicans - My 
office work is reduced to nothing for the present 
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-14th - 
Recd, telegram from Griffin, at Cordova, en route 
to Chena, asking for the appointment of Mrs. 
Evelyn A. Davis, as P.M. at Chena.  Wrote 
Postmaster Genl. asking same!  Telegraphed 
$100. to Tom. Cole today to come to Wash. to act 
as my secretary.  Hope he will be a success. 

-15th - 
Got a letter from Atty. Genl. today and I am 
satisfied t that Alaska need not look to him for 
anything in the way of fair government on 
development.  I shall cast my lot with the 
Democratic committees and try and get them to 
make the bill for an elective territorial legislature a 
political issue.  I shall begin to appeal to them on 
Monday & hope they will take charge of the matter 
- and let me assist them. 

Diary 18, 1911 
April 18-19 

-18th - 
Have succeeded in getting the Juneau public 
building site in good shape. 
Recd, telegram from A.J. Daly, Dem. Nat. Comt. 

from Alaska & C.G. Heigner, Dem. State Com. 
from Wash, giving me copy of strong telegram they 
sent to Speaker Clark asking him to put through 
the bill for legislative Assembly in Alaska. 

-19th - 
Angus McSween, of the Baltimore N.A. newspaper 
reporter, has dug up the story of the elimination of 
12,800 acres of forest reservation at Controller 
Bay, and has a big scare head story about it in his 
paper. 
Senator La Follette will offer a resolution tomorrow 
in the Senate to investigate the “graft.” It promises 
a “hot time” again. 
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April. 20th , 1911 
Senator LaFollette introduced his resolution (I 
assisted his private Sec. to change it) asking the 
Sec. of the Interior to send to the Senate all the 
facts, documents etc. in relation to the entry of 
12,800 acres of land excluded from the Chugach 
Forest Reserve, Alaska by Ex order No 1260, on 
Oct. 28, 1910 - the controller Bay “job” for Ryan's 
scheme for Ry. from Controller Bay to the 
Cunningham Coal Claims. 
The newspapers are “hungry” for news items about 
it, and it promises to be a choice morsel of scandal 
- with the President personally in the lead as heavy 
villain.” 

Diary 19, 1911 
April 21 

April. 21 , 1911 
Had a very interesting discussion of the Alaska 
Legislative Bill with Mr. Flood, chairman of the 
Com. on Ter. today.  He said he had talked the 
matter over with Speaker Clark & that Mr. Clark 
thought well of making the matter a part of the 
Democratic legislative program, and pushing the 
bill through at this special session. He promises, at 
any rate, to take the matter up in two weeks for 
consideration before the Com. on Ter. 
I have not introduced any other bill and shall not 
until that is fully acted on by the House - I intend to 
push it, to the exclusion of all others, so that it may  

Diary 19, 1911 
April 21 

-21- 
not be said that I neglected the legislative bill for 
any other. 
 

[clipping] 
THE LATEST SENSATION IN 

ALASKA AFFAIRS. 
Senator La Follette does not seem to realize how 

much need there is for explanation, in connection 
with the Government's presentation of an Alaskan 
harbor to the coal exploiters of the far Northwest. 

The Senator has started very well; but he fails to 
get to the bottom of the situation.  His resolution 
asking information does not ask for those facts 
which would really be most illuminating. 

Perhaps the Senator, and the public as well, will 
be interested to know some further and especially 
significant facts. 

The Guggenheim railroad, built to command 
access to the Cunningham and other coal fields 
which the Guggenheims had undertaken to 
appropriate, needed a terminal. There was just one 
available, and it could not be secured till it should 
be withdrawn from the Chugach national forest. 
Application was made and pressed for this 
withdrawal. 

The Forest Service, officials would not take the 
step. Then appeal was made to Secretary Ballinger 
and President Taft. 

The decision was reached to withdraw the land 
from the reserve, open it to settlement, and give 
the railroad the chance to get its terminal, perfect 
its scheme, and cinch its control of the two richest 
coal fields in Alaska. 

In ordinary procedure-the procedure long 
established theretofore in such cases-a 
proclamation would have been issued.  This would 
have been sent to land office officers all over the 
country, and thus would have gained wide 
publicity. 

But in this particular Alaska incident, no 
proclamation was issued, no publicity was 
achieved.  Instead of a proclamation, an executive 
order was issued; a procedure which made it 
possible to avoid the usual publicity. 

Senator La Follette might do well to introduce a 
supplemental resolution, calling on the 
Administration to explain why, in this special case, 
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the ordinary procedure, which necessarily involved 
publicity, was waived, and for this one occasion an 
extraordinary procedure, which made secrecy 
possible, was substituted. 

The people would like to know.  Even Congress 
might possibly work up a languid interest. 

 
I have received through the State Department a 
request from the Dawson Board of Trade to lay the 
matter of Rates etc. over White Pass & Yukon 
Route, before the interstate Commerce 
Commission & Congress.  I have also received 
from the Canadian authorities a full copy of the 
proceeding 

Diary 19, 1911 
April 21 

21 
final order reducing rates on the Canadian end of 
the White Pass Ry. & Route, and I will present the 
whole matter to the Com. on Interstate Com. and 
ask for its printing.  I shall push it hard & hope to 
get a final ruling that the Interstate Com. Laws 
apply to Alaska. 
D.A. McKenzie has been “smoothboring” - talking 
smoothly about the Guggenheim interests being 
ready to quit stealing in Alaska, and joining with the 
people there in favor of my legislative Bill- etc. but 
this far nothing is accomplished - except very polite 
and courteous talk - while each gentlemen seems 
to be engaged in sharpening his “hatchet.” 

Diary 19, 1911 
April 21 

21  
Mr. Robert W. Woolley, a representative of 
“Success” Magazine has spent the forenoon with 
me getting a story for his magazine about Alaskan 
matters - principally he seemed interested in the 
struggle I had made to keep my head above water 
in my fight with the President. Things seem to be 
coming, allright. 
 
[clipping] 
ELECTION OF MEMBER TO COMMITTEE ON 
THE PUBLIC LANDS. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD.  Mr. Speaker, at the request 
of the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. MANN] I offer 
the following resolution, to fill a minority place on a 
committee. 

The SPEAKER.  The Clerk will report the 
resolution. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
Resolved, That JAMES WICKERSHAM, be, and 

he is hereby, elected as a Delegate member of the 
Committee on the Public Lands. 
The question was taken and the resolution was 
agreed to. 
 
This gives me a position on three important 
Committees: Territories, Military Affairs and Public 
Lands. 
Mann told me that he intended to agree etc. but 
warned me that he hoped that I would have no 
further trouble with Mondell who is on the Pub. 
Lands Com. 

Diary 19, 1911 
April 23 

-23rd- 
Darrell left us today & started for St. Louis where 
he will be stationed, for two years as a naval 
recruiting officer in charge of the St Louis station.  I 
was born & raised at Patoka, Marion Co. Ill. - 80 
miles east of St. Louis, and am in hopes he will be 
pleased to have an experience in that region.  My 
fathers people - my grandfather - James 
Wickersham, A Campbellite preacher, came into 
St. Clair Co. Ill, about 1830 and he and his sons  
resided there and in Marion and nearby for many 
years - some of my cousins yet live there.  We 
intend to visit there as we go back west after 
Congress adjourns. 

Diary 19, 1911 
April 24 

-24th - 
Senator Piles has a long interview in the Seattle 
“Post-Intelligencer” of the 19th calling upon the 
commercial clubs of Seattle Tacoma and other 
towns in Washington to aid him in sending 
committees to Washington to demand the opening 
up of Alaska, etc.  It is two columns long & he 
describes how the Com. could aid the President in 
opening Alaska!! 

I have just sent the following telegrams: 
“Washington, D.C. April 24, 1911” 

Clyde Morris, President arctic club, Seattle, wash. 
If senator Piles makes any effort to secure 
committees to come to Washington on alleged 
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development of Alaska notify me.  He has done 
more to prevent the opening and development of 
Alaska than any other enemy Alaska 

Diary 19, 1911 
April 24 

24 
has, and I shall openly and vigorously resent any 
more of it. Notify him if you think advisable for his 
further interference will be earnestly resented. 

James Wickersham, Delegate from Alaska. 
I also sent Charles G. Heifner, Chairman Joint 
Committee <5f Commercial Club the following 
telegram: 

Washington, D.C. April 24, 1911 
Charles G. Heifner, chairman Joint committee of 
Commercial Clubs, Seattle, Washington.  Call 
Clyde Morris and see my telegram of this date.  
Keep piles quiet for his only purpose is to aid the 
big interests. 
James Wickersham, Delegate from Alaska.” 
Senator Piles had six years as Senator from 
Washington and Seattle to aid in the opening and 
development of Alaska, but did 

Diary 19, 1911 
April 24-25 

24 
nothing - did worse than nothing - for he was a 
block to development.  He supported the various 
“jobs” - the Beveridge Bill -the Coal leasing Bill etc. 
etc. and now wished to continue his Tory work for 
the Guggenheims - behind the respectable 
ignorance of the Commercial bodies of the Pacific 
coast. 
If he continues his efforts, I shall denounce him in a 
statement through the newspapers & may be go 
out there & challenge him to a joint debate & road 
hell out of him. 

-25- 
Seattle P. - I. is boosting Piles & his scheme of 
“opening Alaska” editorially.  They probably think 
we are going to get something done & want to grab 
the credit. 

Diary 19, 1911 
April 26 

-26th - 
Have just recd, following letter: 

Rotary Club, Seattle, Washington 
April 20, 1911 

Hon James Wickersham, 
House or Representatives, Washington, D.C. 

Dear sir: Pursuant to Joint recommendation of 
Executive Committee of Joint Alaska Affairs 
Committee of the Commercial Club, Chamber of 
Commerce, arctic Club, and Rotary Club, the 
Rotary Club today unanimously adopted the fol-
lowing resolution: to wit: Resolved that this Joint 
Alaska Committee, representing the Arctic Club, 
the Chamber of Commerce, Rotary club, the 
Commercial club and the Alaskan committee of the 
American Mining Congress, hereby endorses the 
proposition of empowering the people of Alaska to 
exercise 

Diary 19, 1911 
April 26 

26 
the right of local self government by means of a 
Territorial form of government, with an elective 
Legislature, and we respectfully urge upon 
Congress and the President the enactment of the 
legislation necessary to carry the purpose of this 
resolution into effect. 
 Yours very truly, 

Rotary club, by E.L. Skeel  
Secretary-Treasurer 
 

I have just had a consultation with Senator 
Poindexter & he & I agree that Senator Jones 
ought to introduce my bill for an elective Legislative 
body for Alaska in the Senate.  If we can then get 
him to make an aggressive fight for it we can no 
doubt pass it - the House will pass it -and then 
what will the President do?  Veto It? 

Diary 19, 1911 
April 27 

-27th - 
Senator Jones today agreed to introduce my bill for 
an elective legislative Assembly in Alaska, and 
personally assured me that he would work for it 
aggressively. 
 
[clipping] 

By Mr. JONES: 
A bill (S. 1647) to create a legislative assembly in 

the Territory of Alaska; to confer legislative power 
thereon, and for other purposes; to the Committee 
on Territories. 

 
If he will now work for it we may do something this 
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session for Alaska 
 
[clipping] 

CHUGACH NATIONAL FOREST, ALASKA. 
The VICE PRESIDENT.  The Chair lays before 

the Senate a communication from the Secretary of 
the Interior, transmitting, in response to a 
resolution of the 20th instant, certain information 
relative to lands in the Chugach National Forest, 
Alaska.  The communication will be referred to the 
Committee on Conservation of National Resources 
and printed. 

Mr. NELSON.  It should go to the Committee on 
Public Lands, I think. 

The VICE PRESIDENT.  Does the Senator make 
a motion to that effect? 

Mr. CULBERSON.  Let the title be read. 
The VICE PRESIDENT.  The Secretary will read 

the title of the communication.  The Chair was 
requested by a Senator to refer it to the Committee 
on Conservation of National Resources, and, 
unless some motion was made to the contrary, the 
Chair felt constrained to make that reference. 

The SECRETARY.   A communication from the 
Secretary of the Interior transmitting information 
responsive to Senate resolution of April 20, 1911, 
relative to certain lands in the Chugach National 
Forest, Alaska. 
The VICE PRESIDENT.  If there be no objection, 
the communication and accompanying illustrations 
will be referred to the Committee on Conservation 
of National Resources and ordered to be printed. 

Diary 19, 1911 
May 1 

May 1st  
Went and called on Fisher, the new Secretary of 
the Interior today - tried to talk with him about 
Alaska but failed.  He assured me of his deep 
interest, etc. that he had already talked with Gov. 
Clark etc, and that he hoped to go to Alaska this 
summer & study conditions etc.  I am greatly 
disappointed at his attitude - He thinks he has just 
discovered Alaska and all of its problems & being a 
new discover everything can wait till he can go 
there & study it - if he should die & some other 
damn fool should 

Diary 19, 1911 
May 1 

1 
be appointed - & discover - and postpone for study 
- nothing ever could be done with Alaska & that 
seemed to me to be his attitude - to postpone 
indefinitely.  He seemed not to want to talk - but to 
postpone. 
With Walter E. Clark on one hand & Brown - his 
and Ballinger’s private Secretary on the other - 
probably no effort can get a fair glimmer of the real 
truth into his mind. Well I suppose it is too much to 
expect that any man in the Taft regime will ever 
treat Alaska problems from an independent and 
unselfish standpoint.  They must obey the Master - 
Taft & Morgan 

Diary 19, 1911 
May 2 

May. 2. 
The Joint Com. of the Seattle Commercial Clubs 
has written (through Clyde Morris, of the Arctic 
Club) that if necessary to aid in passing the Alaska 
elective Legislative Bill they will send committees 
from the coast to Washington. I do not think it 
necessary yet - may be it will be a little later. 
Flood, of Virginia, Chairman of the Com. on Ter. 
sent for me this afternoon & I met him & Martin of 
Colorado & they expressed the determination of 
putting my bill for an Elective Territorial Legislature 
through - saying that the Democratic organization 
was friendly and desired it -I hope nothing will 
interfere to prevent it - This latter remark  

Diary 19, 1911 
May 2-3 

2 
because were talking it over, Humphrey, of Miss., 
came in - he has always been against the bill - Fink 
had a powerful influence with him etc. 

-3rd – 
I went to see Martin, of Colorado, to find what 
Humphrey of Miss had said.  As I expected, after I 
had gone, H. “knocked” and advised putting it off till 
next winter, etc. etc.  I was so impressed that he 
was powerful in his argument that I immediately 
determined to send for Heifner, the Democratic 
Chairman, Wash. Seattle.  Sent Clyde L. Morris, 
President of the Arctic Club, who is working with 
Heifner the following telegram: 

Diary 19, 1911 
May 3-4 

3 
Substance was that there was some opposition & 
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that I desired Heifner, Ch. Joint Com. of 
Commercial bodies Seattle to come to Wash, to aid 
me.  Recd following reply: 

Seattle, May 3, 1911 
Hon- James Wickersham, Delegate from Alaska. 
What is the attitude of the Committee on Territories 
toward your bill.  Would it be necessary for Heifner 
to go at once or in two or three weeks.  He is 
considering going and if he can a committee 
meeting will be called.  Will let you know in a 
couple of days. 
C.L. Morris 

-4th – 
Sent this telegram to Morris today: 
 
Attitude Committee Territories decidedly favorable. 
One Democrat strongly opposed.  Heifner's 
presence armed with letters from Democratic 
organization Pacific coast states will quiet 
opposition and pass bill.  Highly important act while 
conditions favorable and I earnestly urge him to 
come at once. 
 
Had a talk with Flood, chairman Com. on Ter. this 
morning & he told me Humphrey was advising 
postponement of Alaska  

Diary 19, 1911 
May 4-5 

4 
bill, and insisting that the population of the Territory 
so migratory etc. (Finks argument), but Floyd says 
there will be no delay even if they have to call a 
Democratic caucus.  Still I am anxious to get 
Heifner here and have him get the matter 
presented to the Democratic majority as a party 
measure – one needed to assist them in carrying 
Wash, Or, etc. 

-5th – 
Took breakfast this morning with Harriman and 
Harry White from Seattle.  Flint, from Tacoma, a 
Mr. Green from Victoria, B.C. & McKenzie.  The 
bunch seems to be in a coal-railroad deal etc.  I 
took them over to call on Senators James Borah 
and Poindexter. Weddemyer, a M.C. from  

Diary 19, 1911 
May 5 

5 
Michigan, and a Republican member of the Ter. 

Com. tells me that he has been talking to Senator 
Wm. Alden Smith, of Mich, Chairman of the Senate 
Com. on Territories & thinks his predisposition is to 
aid us with the Elective Legislative Bill - I hope so. 
Senator Jones said today that Senator Smith 
wanted to talk to him - & me, about the bill.  I am 
preparing a series - or rather four maps to show 
the relative sizes of the first -large territories in the 
U.S. and the Ter. of Alaska.  It makes a very strong 
argument in favor of Alaska especially when the 
populations are also compared.  I expect, however, 
that Taft’s iron hand will soon appear against us. 

Diary 19, 1911 
May 9 

-9th - 
Sent letter to the Atty. Genl. inclosing recent strong 
editorials from Seattle P-I. endorsing Elective 
Territorial Legislature for Alaska: also copies of the 
Memorials from Wash. & Or. Legislatures for same, 
and I wrote him a strong letter favorable and asked 
to have an interview etc. 
Congressman Wedemyer of Mich is taking quite an 
interest in my bill & Alaska generally; He is a 
personal friend of Senator Smiths, Chairman of the 
Com. on Ter. & has been doing his best to get the 
Senator to join with us & has accomplished 
something, at least.  The Senator is interested & 
seems friendly. 

Diary 19, 1911 
May 10 

-10th - 
The Attorney General telephoned to me that he 
would be glad to talk about Alaska at 4:30 this 
afternoon. 
Gov. Clark has persistently refused to carry out the 
purpose of my bill for the erection of Detention 
Hospitals for Insane at Nome & Fairbanks because 
there was no appropriation to secure sites for 
buildings.  He and Rustgard have earnestly tried 
how not to do it & having the power easily 
convinced themselves that they could not.  I took 
the matter up with the Atty. Genl. and he quickly 
said, of course, they were wrong.  He asked me to 
leave the papers with him & agreed to take the 
matter up & have them act right. 

Diary 19, 1911 
May 10 

10 
We then took up for discussion the more difficult 
problem: that of giving Alaska an elective Territorial 
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legislative Assembly.  I told him what he already 
knew, that the Administration had closed our coal 
development & thereby stopped railroad building & 
all other growth.  That the Pacific Coast towns had 
begun to feel keenly the loss of Alaska trade & 
were organizing with a view of presenting a united 
front for development there & had fully endorsed 
the Elective Legislative Bill as the first step in 
reorganizing development in Alaska.  We 
discussed the great area and the small population 
& I called his attention 

Diary 19, 1911 
May 10 

10 
to some official maps comparing our early 
territories with Alaska and also the figures showing 
a comparison of the then population in those early 
Territories with the present population in Alaska.  I 
called his attention to the fact that by the drastic 
bars erected by the government to the 
development of coal - the railroad work has been 
stopped, all enterprise has been lessened & in the 
last year the trade with the U.S. has fallen off about 
$3,000.000.  He realized that great harm has been 
done to Alaska and the Pacific Coast and when I 
assured him earnestly that there would be no real 
development there until the people were permitted 
to organize and do the development themselves he  
 

Diary 19, 1911 
May 10 

10 
seemed to agree with me.  He said he would read 
& study my bill H.R. 38. and asked me if I thought 
the bill could be passed if the President would 
approve it & I assured him it could & would pass if 
it was known that the President did not actively 
oppose it. We discussed the political phase & I 
assured him that Alaska had the entire sympathy of 
the people and party organizations of the Pacific 
coast & that these were carefully watching the 
action of the Administration & had endorsed our 
demands for the elective Legislature.   He 
promised to study the matter immediately & 
carefully & talk to the President about it.  I shall at 
once get Senator Jones  
 

Diary 19, 1911 10 

May 10 & other influential men to talk to him urging our 
wants upon him. 

Faulkner, U.S. Marshal was confirmed by the 
Senate yesterday & thus I am defeated by the 
Administration Steamroller again.  Still I held him 
up for more than a year & they knew they had 
some opposition. 
Am having many telegrams protesting against 
against the order of the Marine Hospital Service 
making everybody get vaccinated before 
embarking for Alaska.  It is adding another bar to 
the opening of Alaska and coming just now is 
particularly exasperating for there seems to be no 
present reason for the order. 

Diary 19, 1911 
May 10-11 

10 
Jaffe, merchant from Fairbanks & Iditarod spent 
the day with us –we showed him the Capital, 
Library, White House, etc. and he took dinner with 
me & Debbie.  He seemed very pleased. 

-11th – 
Had a consultation with Senator Jones tonight 
about the Alaska Elective Legislative Bill - we read 
the bill & each suggested amendments. 
Senator Smith - Ch. Com. on Ter. Senate, seems 
interested & talked very friendly to Jones & 
Wedemyer and altogether things look hopeful.  
Senator Jones will call and talk with Smith soon 
and try & get him active & promised to go & talk to 
the Atty. Genl on Saturday. 

Diary 19, 1911 
May 12 

-12 - 
Have written and today delivered to Senator 
LaFollette a detailed account of the various 
schemes the Guggenheims have made in the last 
two or three years to secure a monopoly of the coal 
in and around Controller Bay - and how they have 
attempted to secure private ownership of the 
harbors there. I am going to follow it up and try and 
“educate” him on Alaska, so that when I get away 
from here some one else will go on guard against 
their monopolizing schemes. 
It now looks quite hopeful about my securing the 
passage of My Legislative Bill - in the House this 
session - in the Senate next winter - anyway. 

Diary 19, 1911 -13 - 
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May 13 Senator Jones is active now in talking for an 
Elective Territorial Legislature for Alaska - he saw 
the Attorney General today at my request and 
urged him to aid us in passing the bill.  Mr. Flood, 
Ch. of the Com. on Ter. promised me, today, to 
take up hearings on the bill on Wednesday 
morning.  I am busy preparing maps etc. to be 
used at the hearing. 

-14th - 
Beautiful Sunday.  Debbie & I rode in the parks the 
whole forenoon. 
Recd, a nice letter from Darrell.  He is recruiting 
Naval Officer at St. Louis & seems greatly 
interested in my old “Stamping ground” over in 
Marion Co. Ill. 

Diary 19, 1911 
May 15 

-15 - 
Sat much of the day in the Supreme Court - heard 
the decisions in the celebrated case of Gompers, 
Morrison & Mitchell for contempt of court growing 
out of labor troubles. - the case was reversed & the 
men dismissed.  Also heard the much more 
celebrated case of the U.S. v. The Standard Oil 
Case Rockefeller etc.  The court there sustained 
the decision of the lower court which dissolved the 
Standard Oil Co. as a monopoly & a menace to the 
nation. 
Judge Harlan strongly dissented from some 
features of the decision & Rustgard, Juneau, was 
admitted to Sup. Ct. on resolution of Atty general. 

Diary 19, 1911 
May 16 

-16th - 
Senator Jones asked me to come over to his office 
this morning & he talked with me further about his 
visit to the Atty. Genl. in an effort to secure his 
support for the Legislative Bill for Alaska. 
Jones said to him - after they had discussed the bill 
-that he thought the administration had treated me 
rather badly etc. and the Atty. Genl. said that both 
he and the President would consult with me about 
Alaska - but, he said, in view of what has 
heretofore occurred he thought I ought to make the 
advances to the President.  I frankly told the 
Senator that I had nothing to talk to the President 
about -that he had twice recommended the com- 

Diary 19, 1911 16 

May 16 mission (appointive) form of Govt. for Alaska and 
had also sought in every way to defeat me & 
bankrupt the Republican party in Alaska - that he 
had taken all patronage away from me, etc, and 
that all appointments had been made from my 
enemies - now there was nothing to consult about 
except the election of the Delegates to the 
Republican Nat. Convention next year, & of course, 
the President wanted them - & if he desired to 
consult about them it must come from him.  
Senator Jones insisted that I ought to accept any 
form of olive branch - I told him I would provided 
the administration would agree to pass & approve 
my legislative bill!  I frankly told the Sen- 

Diary 19, 1911 
May 16 

16 
ator that I did not want anything from the 
Administration, personally, and that if I now joined 
the forces it would result in alienating my friends & 
would not do the President any good.  The Senator 
is thinking if over. 
He also told me that the Atty. Genl. said I had not 
acted fair in the matter of the confirmation of Judge 
Lyons - that I had assented to the nomination & 
then opposed his confirmation.  I got the official 
record of the Stenographer of the occurrences and 
my testimony for Lyons before the Senate Com. 
and after reading it carefully Senator Jones said I 
was right and the Attorney Genl wrong.  He kept 
the record and I judge 

Diary 19, 1911 
May 16 

16 
intends to see the atty. Genl. about it again.  Jones 
seems inclined to force the Administration to 
recognize me as the Republican spokesman for 
Alaska - which they cannot do, now, without 
throwing Gov. Clark over & they will hardly do that.  
There is a serious question if I can afford it - in 
view of the bitter feeling against the President in 
Alaska and Washington, & especially in Seattle.  
Am to be heard in the morning on my Legislative 
Bill –before the Committee on Ter. House.  The 
Senate Com. on Ter. is to take up the same bill 
later this or early next week. If we can get the 
President to weaken we may pass it this session; I 
hope so. 
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Diary 19, 1911 
May 17 

-17th - 
Hearing this forenoon before Com. on Ter. was 
brief - but a beginning.  I was asked to begin the 
explanatory statement & did so.  Humphrey of Miss 
at once began his objections & sought to have it 
put off till next winter - but I urged immediate 
action.  The com. seemed quite interested & will, I 
think give me a fair hearing & a prompt report.  
Humphrey & Warburton of Washington were 
present & seemed ready to help.  H - is a late 
convert- but there is more rejoicing of the 
scapegoat that comes in at the last minute than 
one the fellow who has borne the burden for years. 

Diary 19, 1911 
May 18 

-18th - 
At the suggestion of Senator Jones & 
Congressman Wedemyer of Mich. I called on 
Senator Smith of Mich. Chairman of the Senate 
Com. on Ter. today to talk Alaska.  He treated me 
very cordially & assured me of his friendly 
disposition etc. etc. & told me that he would have a 
hearing on Senator Jones bill on Friday.  I called 
up Senator Jones & told him about it and asked 
him to be on hand at 11 o’clock & make 
explanations & hold the fort until I could also be 
heard, which he promised to do. 

Diary 19, 1911 
May 19 

-19th - 
Attended before the Senate Com. on Ter. today ... 
but they heard parties from Arizona & N.M. on 
Statehood bill & put us off till next Tuesday: 
Senator Jones present & I too because the House 
Com. adjourned until tomorrow.  So we did nothing 
before the Senate Com. yet the members 
expressed great interest in Alaska & in the bill & 
even Senator Nelson was agreeable - but non 
committal. 

R. Blix and wife from Copper Center are here - 
met them at the theater tonight.  Saw Hodge in 
“The Man from Home.” It is a good play - Belasco's 
Theater. 

Diary 19, 1911 
May 20-21 

-20 - 
Short Hearing today before the House Com. on 
Ter. on the Alaska Legislative Bill.  Members take 
much interest in the bill and speak earnestly about 
the necessity for passing it.  Hearing before this 

Com. continued until next Wednesday. 
-21st - 

Sunday, & hot as hell, Debbie & I took a ride 
around Washington but it was too hot for comfort.  
Blix and wife of Copper Center, Alaska, took dinner 
with us this evening. 

X                          X 
Diary 19, 1911 
May 23 

-23rd - 
[SENATE COMMITTEE ON TERRITORIES - card 
regarding notice of {Alaska hearing}] 
 
The Senate Committee On Territories gave a fair 
and full hearing today to my elective Legislative 
Bill.  Senator Jones opened the hearing with a 
good general statement of the facts and 
surroundings - he quoted Taft’s 2 messages and 
Seattle speech as to the great necessity for the 
passage of some legislation on the subject & str-
ongly opposed the Presidents scheme of an 
appointive legislative  

Diary 19, 1911 
May 23 

23 
commission such as the Beveridge Bill.  He frankly 
declared that the people of Washington favored my 
bill & further said that the Presidents plan could not 
pass the Senate - nor the House - that it was not 
possible to enact it into law, and that our bill was 
the only one which could be passed. 
Jones made a temperate yet a strong and positive 
declaration in favor of my bill and urged its 
passage.  I then took up the bill itself - read section 
by section and explained it.  The Committee 
seemed patient and greatly interested.  The 
hearing was so long and fair that we finished out 
statements & submitted the case. 

Diary 19, 1911 
May 23 

23 
Senator Smith of Michigan presided.  Nelson, 
Burnham, Hitchcock, Briston, Shively, Brown, and 
two others whom I cant remember comprised the 
Com. & it looks as if we may get a fair report.  I am 
greatly pleased at the good feeling displayed & 
hope for favorable action by the Committee. 
Senator Poindexter was present & gave us moral 
support - Blix of Copper Center, & McKenzie - 
formerly of Koyukuk, were there and assisted.  One 
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of the Collier Magazine writers was present 
gathering general information - A Miss Abbott -she 
is writing up the inside history of the effort to get 
control of Controller Bay by the Morgan-
Guggenheims. 

Diary 19, 1911 
May 24 

-24th - 
The life of a Delegate is just one damn thing after 
another.  Much to my surprise I found in the 
Congressional Record this morning the following 
record of a proposed resolution by Senator Smith - 
offered after our hearing before his Committee 
yesterday - without saying a word to any of us: 
 
[Clipping]  

CIVIL GOVERNMENT FOR ALASKA. 
Mr. SMITH of Michigan submitted the following 

resolutions (S. Res. 52), which were read and 
referred to the Committee to Audit and Control the 
Contingent Expenses of the Senate: 

Whereas certain bills are now pending before the 
Senate Committee on Territories providing for a 
civil government for Alaska, these measures 
having been proposed looking toward a thorough 
readjustment of the rules applicable to the 
government and control of that Territory: Therefore 
be it 

Resolved, that the Committee on Territories be, 
and they are hereby, authorized and directed, by 
subcommittee or otherwise, to investigate the 
present needs and requirements of the people of 
Alaska, having special reference to such legislation 
as may be necessary and desirable for the purpose 
of establishing a form of self-government or 
otherwise for said Territory; and be it further 

Resolved, That said committee or any 
subcommittee are hereby authorized to sit, but 
subcommittee or otherwise, during the sessions of 
recess of the Senate at such time or places as they 
may deem advisable; and be it further 

Resolved, that they shall be empowered to send 
for persons and paper, to administer oaths, and to 
employ such stenographic or other assistance as 
they may deem necessary for that purpose, the 
expense of such investigation or inquiry to be paid 

from the contingent fund of the Senate; and be it 
further 

Resolved, That the committee is authorized to 
compile the Territorial laws applicable to Alaska, 
and order such printing and binding as may be 
necessary for its use. 

 
It does not look good to me - but looks very much 
as if the Senator  

Diary 19, 1911 
May 24 

24 
wants a jaunt to Alaska this summer at public 
expanse - & in the meantime proposes to sidetrack 
our legislative bill. 

The following item in this afternoons paper looks 
better & gives me a decided happy feeling: 
 
[clipping] 

I.C.C. HAS JURISDICTION 
OVER ALASKA COMMERCE 

District Court of Appeals Reverses 
Supreme Court Ruling in Hum- 

boldt Steamship Case. 
Declaring that Alaska is a territory of the United 

States embraced within the provisions of the act of 
Congress to regulate commerce, and that the 
interstate commerce commission has jurisdiction to 
compel the railroads of the territory to file 
schedules of rates, the District Court of Appeals in 
an opinion by MR. Justice Van Dorsdel today 
reversed the action of Justice Barnard of the 
District Supreme Court and directed the issuance 
of a peremptory write of mandamus against the 
commission. 

The writ requires the commission to take jurisdic-
tion of the petition of the Humboldt Steamship 
Company of Seattle, asking for the establishment 
of through routes and joint rates between its 
steamship lines operating between Seattle, Wash., 
and Skagway, Alaska, and the White Pass and 
Yukon Railway Company and its subsidiary lines. 
The commission, but a vote of 4 to 3, declined to 
take jurisdiction and hear the petition on the sole 
ground that Alaska is not a territory of the United 
States within the Commerce Act.  The Humbolt 
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Steamship Company asked a rehearing, and on 
being again denied applied for mandamus to the 
District Supreme Court. 
 
This is a decisive opinion in favor of my contention 
that Alaska is a territory for all purposes.  I shall 
now try to get Sec. Fisher to ask Gov. Clark to 
dignify it as such. 
[W then wrote across this latter statement: Drayton 
says a formal appeal will be taken to U.S. Supreme 
Court to get the matter finally settled beyond any 
question or dispute. 
 

Diary 19, 1911 
May 25 

-25th  - 
Concluded my presentation of facts and argument 
on the bill to give Alaska an elective territorial 
Legislature -before the House Com on Ter. today. 
The Committee will undoubtedly report the bill, but 
I suggested that one section - that relating to the 
division of the Alaska Fund. - be stricken out, for it 
will surely bring opposition - and much question.  
Otherwise the bill will be reported to the House (I 
think) just as I drew it.  Blix, my Copper Center 
friend, tells me that Senator Nelson is viciously 
opposed, however, and says it shall not pass the 
Senate!  We shall see. 

Diary 19, 1911 
May 26 

-26th- 
Saw Senator Jones and told him what Nelson told 
Blix – that my bill should not pass, - also told him 
that I had not introduced but the one bill - for an 
elective territorial legislature - that I did not intend 
to introduce another and that I did not intend to 
permit any other Alaska bill to pass congress until 
that bill passed.  He assured me of his sympathy 
and support & also declared that he thought we 
could get the bill reported by the Senate 
Committee even in opposition to Nelson.  It now 
looks as if I will have to begin a war on Senator 
Nelson - through the magazines and newspapers. 

Diary 19, 1911 
May 27 

-27 - 
[invitation card pasted in] 

The Misses Timlow 
Have the pleasure of inviting you to attend an 

Illustrated Lecture on Alaska by 

Hon. James Wickersham, 
Delegate from Alaska, 

Cloverside School, 1600 Scott Circle, 
May twenty-seventh, Nineteen eleven, 

at eight o’clock. 
Am preparing to deliver a talk on Alaska at the 
Ladies School, 1600 Scott Circle tonight. 

My talk was satisfactory - the beautiful parlors 
were filled with the ladies & girls and invited 
guests.  My old Tacoma friend, Fred. G. Plummer, 
now geographer in the U.S. Forest Service, 
prepared the lights and had a young man present 
who worked the machine & threw beautiful pictures 
of Alaska scenes on the screen - all I had to do 
was to talk & I did that to Mrs. Wickersham’s 
satisfaction -so it was not the worst.  Senator 
Dillingham, of Vt. was present, & I am satisfied. 

Diary 19, 1911 
May 29 

-29th - 
I heard Chief Justice White deliver the opinion of 
the Supreme Court two weeks ago in the Standard 
Oil case & in the Tobacco Trust case today.  He is 
a man of peculiar Keenness & strength - mentally 
& apparently physically. 

The New York World last week had an extensive 
series of articles on Alaska, giving the Guggenheim 
trust hail Columbia - & frequently quoting me.  I 
asked the man not to quote me, for I am doubly 
anxious to keep out of sight until I can get the 
Elective Legislative Bill for Alaska through - after 
which the Deluge - and an Alaska Investigation. 

Diary 19, 1911 
May 31-June 1 

-31st – 
It now begins to look as if my hope of immediate 
action on my legislative bill was premature.  Even 
the Democrats are becoming weak kneed, and 
may put the final action off till next fall.  I will 
probably know tomorrow. 

-June 1st - 
Saw Flood, Ch. Com. on Ter. & he denied the story 
that the Com. would not report by bill & said that 
they certainly would do so.  But I sent Heifner, the 
boss Democrat, at Seattle telegram today saying: 
“You can do Alaska and Seattle more good in 
Washington immediately than any man.  Will you 
come.”  The bill most go through. 
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Diary 19, 1911 
June 2 

-June 2nd – 
I have just received a telegram from Charles G. 
Heifner, in answer to mine of yesterday, dated at 
St. Paul - Min. saying: 

“Will arrive Sunday morning stop at congress hall 
got endorsement of territorial government from 
Democrats here assembled.” 
When he gets here we will organize a fight for the 
immediate passage of the Bill for an elective 
Legislature in Alaska - and push hard.  With Jones, 
Senator – Republican in the Senate, aided by 
Poindexter.- we ought to get somewhere in spite of 
Senator Nelson. 

Diary 19, 1911 
June 3 

-June 3rd – 
The committee on Ter. House, met this morning, 
informally & appointed a sub committee of Five to 
give critical examination of my bill to create an 
elective territorial  Legislature in Alaska.  
Committee, Flood {(Va) Dem.} Chairman, 
Wedemyer {(Mich) Rep.}, Martin {(Col) Dem.}, 
Holland {(Va)Dem}, and Young {(Kan) Rep}.  All 
five members were present and all five are heartily 
in favor of the bill.  Three democrats and two 
republicans. They promise to report it just as I want 
it - which will be after the elimination of the section 
subdividing an[?] the Alaska Fund - Nelson will 
make a bitter fight on that - so I am going to strike it 
out & reach it another way. 

Diary 19, 1911 
June 4 

-June 4th – 
Hon. Charles G. Heifner, of Seattle, reached the 
Hotel this morning: I have had a long consultation 
with him today & he hopes to do yeoman service in 
getting the Democratic organization to put my 
elective Legislative Bill through the House.  He has 
strong endorsements from the Democratic state 
organizations in the west in favor of the bill & is 
now down at the Willard consulting with Hon. 
Woodrow Wilson to interest him & his friends.  It 
seems that if we can get the Democrats to put it 
through the House we stand a good show by a 
combination of Democrats & Progressive Reps to 
force it through the Senate -next winter anyway. 

Diary 19, 1911 
June 5-8 

-5th – 
Heifner is busy talking to the Democratic 

organization about my elective Legislative Bill, and 
I am busy getting annotated copy ready for the 
Committee. 

-6th – 
The Democratic Organization promises Heifner 
that they will take up the matter the last of this or 
the first of next week & determine whether to put 
my bill through the House or not.  At any rate it is to 
be favorably reported to the house. 

-8th – 
Heifner industriously working to get the Democratic 
caucus to agree to let our bill go through - not 
certain yet. 

Diary 19, 1911 
June 9-12 

-9th – 
Have finished preparing annotations upon my 
elective Legislative Bill.  I intend to have the bill 
reprinted, when amended & corrected - with 
annotations to point out where each clause in it 
was formerly many times used in Territorial 
Organic Acts. 

-12 – 
It is a shame to waste red ink on this page - it 
ought to be blue to agree with my feelings, for after 
a week of hard effort by Heifner & myself we are to 
be defeated in our effort to get this House to pass 
my elective  

Diary 19, 1911 
June 12 

12 
Legislative Bill.  In his last appeal to Speaker Clark 
& Majority Leader Underwood today they refused 
to agree that it be passed at this Special Session.  
They told Heifner that they favored the bill, and 
would agree to have Flood & the Territories Com. 
report it and put it on the calendar for the 
December session, and would do all they could to 
pass it then - but not now. 
They said that if the door is but one opened to 
further general legislation the Sherwood Pension 
Bill would certainly be  

Diary 19, 1911 
June 12 

12 
reported for passage carrying $40,000.000 
appropriation per annum - that it would arouse 
great opposition - speeches against it by 
Democrats would put them in bad light before the 
country - etc. hence they oppose any further 
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opening of the door - they say they will stick close 
to their programme — Many good excuses - but in 
the meantime Alaska suffers & the Guggenheim 
grafts flourish.  I am greatly disappointed - but 
intend to get the report and good position for the 
bill for next winter - all I can get, & cuss ‘em quietly! 

Diary 19, 1911 
June 13 

-13- 
[clipping] 

Mr. LA FOLLETTE presented a joint resolution 
adopted by the Legislature of the State of 
Wisconsin, which was referred to the Committee 
on Territories, and ordered to be printed in the 
Record, as follows: 
Joint resolution (J. Res. 48, S.) memorializing 
Congress to grant to  

Alaska a Territorial form of government. 
Whereas the Territory of Alaska has recently 

developed into a Territory of great wealth settled by 
a large number of worthy residents, mostly 
Americans, whose number is constantly increasing; 
and  

Whereas industrial and social conditions there 
existent have suffered from the absence of a 
legislative body therein : Therefore, be it 

Resolved by the senate (the assembly 
concurring), That the Congress of United States be 
respectfully memorialized promptly to take such 
steps as may be necessary to provide for the 
organization of a Territorial legislature in Alaska, to 
be representative of the American citizenship there 
resident, with such powers and limitations as have 
usually been given to and imposed upon legislative 
assemblies in other Territories of the Nation ; and 
be it 

Resolved further, That a copy of this resolution 
be sent to each Member of Congress and to each 
United States Senator representing this State, to 
the Speaker of the House of Representatives, and 
to the President of the United States. 

  THOMAS MORRIS, 
  President of the Senate. 
  C.A. INGRAM, 
  Speaker of the Assembly. 
  F.M. WYLIE, 

  Chief Clerk of the Senate. 
  C.E. SHAFFER, 
  Chief Clerk of the Assembly. 
 

Evidently Senator La Follette kept his promise to 
have the Wisconsin Legislature approve my efforts 
to secure an elective territorial legislature for 
Alaska. 

-14th – 
Mr. John Barrack and his daughter our next door 
neighbors at Fairbanks spent the day with us.  
Debbie visited with them & they greatly enjoyed it. 

Diary 19, 1911 
June 13 

14 
Mr. Charles D. Heifner, of Seattle, went home 
today. He was, of course, disappointed that he 
could not persuade the Democratic caucus to take 
up my elective Legislative bill for Alaska and pass it 
in this short session. 
But there is no doubt that he did all he could to get 
them to do it, and he was obliged to go home with 
their solemn promise to report if favorably now and 
pass it next winter. 

I have just finished an article for the “American 
Conservation” - Pinchot magazine, on the 
conservation of the fisheries of Alaska. 
Have been sick with malaria and rheumatism for 
some days - 

Diary 19, 1911 
June 13 

-16 – 
The Daily Alaskan, Skagway, May 31, 1911. 
 
[clipping] 
WICKERSHAM —  
  AN APPRECIATION 
Skagway, Alaska, May 29, 1911 
Editor Skagway Alaskan:- 

As you have asked me to write my impression of 
our Delegate to Congress, James Wickersham, I 
gladly comply. 

I have known Judge Wickersham somewhat 
intimately for the last eleven years, both as a man 
and as a judge. From my observations of his 
conduct as a judge I am prepared to endorse the 
opinions of two judges of the Court of Appeals 
which has jurisdiction over Alaska cases, who both 
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told me this winter that Judge Wickersham was the 
best judge Alaska has ever had. 

As a man, he has been growing steadily in my 
esteem.  Both in and out of office, he has never 
missed a chance to do a kindness, and I have 
never made a request of him that he has not done 
all in his power to fulfill. 

I did not vote for Judge Wickersham when he 
first ran for Congress in 1908, having pledged my 
vote to good old Major Clum.  I did vote and work 
heartily for his reelection in 1910, because I was 
convinced that he was the strongest man we could 
send to Congress to fight for Alaska's best 
interests.  I liked his record thus far, especially his 
remarkable work in defeating the iniquitous un-
American and insulting Beveridge bill, which 
sought to govern us by an appointive commission 
of Eastern carpet-baggers as though we were 
Philipino tagalongs.  That the credit of defeating 
this bill belongs almost entirely to Delegate 
Wickersham. Nobody conversant with the fact will 
attempt to deny. The odds against him were 
tremendous, the whole power and influence of the 
administration, the Guggenheim millions, the 
Hoggatt-Shackleford political machine, all the self-
seeking politicians hoping for fat offices in Alaska, 
the “stand-patters” in Congress, the Army, the 
Navy, all these and other forces which wished to 
exploit Alaska for their own interests combined to 
pass that Tory bill.  That our Delegate had the 
courage skill, energy and success to defeat the 
Beveridge Bill may well make us proud of him.  If 
he had done nothing more than that it would be 
sufficient to stamp him Alaska's best friend. 
But he has done much more.  During the past 
winter I saw Delegate Wickersham frequently in 
Washington in his office and on the floor of the 
House and I was his guest during the closing days 
of Congress.  He was always hard at work for the 
welfare of the people of Alaska.  He has written a 
score of bills all looking towards territorial 
government and rights for Alaskans, better mining 
laws, the care of the indigent, liberal appropriations 
for roads, schools, lighthouses, etc. In short all his 

bills have been wisely conceived and skillfully 
written, and all are in the interest of the people at 
large.  His energy and skill have forced most of 
these up through the lower house, and if some of 
them have failed to pass the Senate, it was 
because of the antagonism of political timeservers 
and grasping monopolies.  With 

Diary 19, 1911 
June 16 

16 
[clipping continued] 
the present Congress, the Wickersham bills for 
territorial organization, the opening of the coal 
lands for bona fide locations, the revision of the 
mining laws, and other measures desired by 
Alaskans, are likely to pass.  Wickersham has won 
his fight for recognition. One of his fellow 
congressmen told me that he was acknowledged to 
be one of the most forceful members of the House.  
When he speaks Congress listens.  He is accorded 
a place on important committees and is never in 
the background. 
James Wickersham is no saint.  A man as 
impulsive, hot-tempered and combative as he, is 
sure to make mistakes - to say things in the heat of 
argument that were better left unsaid.  When 
attacked, he is much more apt to present the other 
fist than the other cheek.  He loves a good fight 
and never turns his back to an antagonist. But his 
faults are that sturdy, rugged character, that rather 
endear him to an Alaskan.  Although a minister of 
the gospel of peace, I must myself confess to more 
liking for a strong sinner than for a weak saint.  A 
man like Wickersham will always make warm 
enemies and warm friends. 

Alaskans believe in him.  I always found his 
office in Washington full of Alaskans, and his mail 
cart with letters from Alaskans.  He was straining 
every nerve to help every Alaskan, because he is a 
thorough Alaskan.  And the people of the Territory 
and a rapidly growing number of the people of the 
United States are with him heart and soul in his 
struggle for the government of Alaska by Alaskans 
and for Alaskans. 

S. Hall Young. 
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-16th – 
Had a visit with Senator Jones (Wash) and went 
over Alaska matters.  Told him I thought that since 
I was wholly outside the Taft organization I might 
as well assume an offensive and not a defensive 
position.  That I was contemplating first the making 
of a vigorous protest against the Nelson Joint Com. 
pretending to investigate Alaska and 2nd Making 
an attempt to push the investigation against the  

Diary 19, 1911 
June 16 

16 
Atty. Genl. for condoning, concealing & protecting 
Jarvis & other Alaska Syndicate criminals from 
punishment for admitted crimes against the United 
States in Alaska matters.  After a long discussion 
and the careful examination of all of the Atty Genls 
letters he advised that I go into a public 
investigation of the Attorney Genl. and his attitude 
favoring the Alaska Syndicate in Alaska, but 
advised against attacking Nelson & his packed 
jury.  He frankly said that he thought the Atty. Genl 
& the Taft administration had pushed their efforts to 
aid the Guggenheims to the point that left me 
nothing else to do than to fight - & the harder & 
more public I did it the more credit would be mine. 

Diary 19, 1911 
June 17 

-17th – 
The sub-committee of the Territories is to take up 
my elective Legislative bill this morning for careful 
reading and final correction before report. 
I have carefully annotated it and am ready to show 
them that each clause is taken from some other - 
often all – other territorial organic acts. 

Worked all day on my bill before the Com - the 
Sub-Corn - and they agreed with me that some 
sections could be left out & certain small changes 
were suggested.  I am to cut & paste & thus 
prepare a proper copy to meet the final judgment of 
the Com -It will be reported before the Congress 
adjourns - & I hope passed in Dec. next. 

Diary 19, 1911 
June 19-20 

-19th – 
Worked all day yesterday & this morning delivered 
corrected copy of my bill to Flood, Ch. of the Com. 
on Ter.  I hope to get a report this week or next, 
and if other things are then at rest I can go home. 

-20th – 

Introduced a copy of Senator Smiths resolution 
(changed only so as to make it apply to the House 
Com. on Ter) authorizing House Com. to go to 
Alaska etc. 
 
[clipping] 

By Mr. WICKERSHAM: Resolution (H. Res. 213) 
directing the Committee on the Territories to 
investigate the present needs and requirements of 
the people of Alaska, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Rules. 
 
I am also contemplating introducing resolutions 
calling upon the Atty Genl & Sec. of War for 
information etc. 

Diary 19, 1911 
June 21 

-21st – 
Today I introduced two resolutions calling on the 
Atty. Genl. & Sec. of War for information - what 
they did upon charges filed in the Douglas affidavit 
of a year ago: My object is, first, to get the record - 
then to get a finding from the Committee that the 
Atty. Genl has failed to perform his duty towards 
Alaska, etc. 
 
[clipping] 

By Mr. WICKERSHAM: Resolution (H. Res. 217) 
calling on the Attorney General for information; to 
the Committee on the Territories. 

Also, resolution (H. Res. 218) calling on the 
Secretary of War for information; to the Committee 
on the Territories. 
 
I am attempting the dangerous feat of catching the 
Attorney Genl. of the U.S. at his own game in his 
own Department! 

Diary 19, 1911 
June 22 

-22nd – 
[clipping] 

ASKS INQUIRY INTO 
ALASKAN SCANDAL 

Delegate Wickersham Calls on Congress to Find 
Out 

Why Justice Department Has failed to Prose- 
cute Guggenheim Agents. 

{Washington Times,                        June 22, 1911} 
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By JUDSON C. WELLIVER. 
Charging that the Department of Justice has 

deliberately failed to institute criminal prosecutions 
in support of which it had evidence; that it has 
waited a year and allowed the statue of limitations 
to run against such prosecution; that the 
Guggenheim agents in Alaska have defrauded the 
Government, by collusion and conspiracy, and are 
to be allowed to go scot-free, Delegate 
Wickersham of Alaska has started on the trail of 
Attorney General Wickersham. 

The Alaska Delegates on May 24, 1910, 
transmitted to the Attorney General documents 
which purported to show that the Government was 
defrauded out of about $10,000 in contracts for 
coal for Fort Liscum at Valdes and Fort Davis at 
Nome.  These frauds are alleged to have benefited 
the Guggenheim interests by the sum the 
Government lost, and to have been perpetrated by 
Guggenheim representatives. 

Wickersham Wants to Know. 
It was in April, 1908, that these contracts were 

made.  The statute of limitation foreclosed 
prosecution three years later - in April, 1911.  
Judge Wickersham wants to know why, when the 
facts were in possession of the Department of 
Justice, all action was delayed till is should become 
impossible. 

To this end he has introduced a resolution in the 
House, calling on the Attorney General to furnish 
the House copies of all the documents, submitted 
to him, reports thereon by his agents, etc., in 
connection with the matter.  On this resolution, he 
proposes to make a speech just as soon as 
possible; and the promise that it will be the hottest 
and most direct arraignment of Administration 
relations with the Guggenheims, that has yet been 
given publicity. 

“Saving Alaska” is getting to be one 
Just in the final hour of last-session, Congress 

provided for a joint Congressional committee to go 
up in the cool atmosphere this season and decide 
how to preserve it. 

The other day the Senate passed a resolution for 

its Committee on Territories to go and study the 
problems of Alaska.  Incidentally, this committee 
will watch the joint committee. 

Now the House is going to pass a resolution to 
send its Committee on Territories.  It will study 
Alaska, and watch the other two committees. 
Finally, Secretary of the Interior Fisher will go up, 
and, besides studying the problems of Alaska, will 
watch all three committees. 

Contemplating the array of saviors, an Alaska 
man said today: 
“Gee! Some of ‘em will be wearing the Aleutian 
Islands for a watch-chain before they get done 
saving us.” 

There’s a good deal more than facetiousness in 
the suggestion about the committees going up to 
watch each other.  The fact is that the joint 
committees headed by Senator Nelson is regarded 
as decidedly a pro-Guggenheim committee, and 
the probability of its making a report that will squint 
at giving the Guggenheims all they want, is so 
strong that grave concern has been felt about its 
work. 

The Administration and the Guggenheims have 
been working together in splendid harmony for a 
Government plan that just suits the Guggenheims, 
and for a coal leasing plan that serves their 
purposes exactly.  The little matter of the 
Cunningham claims is held up for the time being, 
but the big plans for stowing away Alaska in the 
coffers of the Alaska Syndicate are coming on 
apace, notwithstanding that hitch. 

Advent of Sam Blum. 
Recently L. P. Shackleford, a Republican 

national committeeman for Alaska, resigned.  The 
authorities of the committee have named Sam 
Blum, of Cordova, to succeed him.  Investigation 
develops the cheerful incident that Sam is the 
manager of the Guggenheim bank in Cordova! 

Provision  for a joint Congressional committee to 
visit Alaska was made in the sundry civil 
appropriation bill last spring.  It got in just at the last 
minute.  The Speaker and the Vice President were 
to appoint five members from each of the houses.  
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Those named by Vice President Sherman are 
Senators Nelson, Smoot, Bankhead, Nixon and 
Simmons.  Those House members named by 
Speaker Cannon are Messrs. Fitzgerald, Sherley, 
Hamilton, Good, and Robinson of Arkansas.  This 
committee is accounted thoroughly in harmony with 
the Administration program of establishing an 
appointive quasi-military commission to govern 
Alaska.  This is just what the Alaska people do  
not want, and just what the big interests in Alaska 
do want. 

Delegate Wickersham of Alaska has fought the 
Guggenheims at every turn.  For a long time they 
tried to placate him, but failed, and in the last year 
they have given him up as hopeless, and devoted 
all attention to circumventing him to getting what 
they wanted over his head. 

Diary 19, 1911 
June 23 

-23rd – 
The Com. on Ter. will take yip my resolution 
Monday morning - that Com has the one relating to 
the call on the Sec. of War, while the one relating 
to the call on the Atty. Genl. went to the House 
Judiciary Com.  My aim is to get the call made on 
the Sec of War first & then on the Atty. Genl & then 
get a quiet, positive & searching examination 
before any fair Com. & then insist on Findings of 
Fact: I hope by that means to have a calm and 
deliberate judgment against the Atty Genl upon a 
record which he shall largely make from his own 
official files - 

What the final result must be is for the 
Democratic organization to say. 

Diary 19, 1911 
June 23 

-23 – 
This week we are busy gathering all public 
documents relating to Alaska.  I am gathering a 
complete file of pub. docs. Alaskana, & intend to 
supplement with every book ever published on 
Alaska if I can find it. 

The Democrats & Insurgent Senators have first 
yesterday & the day before upset the Taft-Stand-
Pat programme, - the Senate is in that hopeful 
condition where I feel I can have some chance of 
getting my Elective Legislative file passed – when 
we get it through the House in December. 

Tom Cole, my secretary, is sick – more homesick 
than anything else I think – he is not equal to 
Barney. 

Diary 19, 1911 
June 24 

-June 24, 1911 – 
[clipping] 

CAPT. D. H. JARVIS A SUICIDE 
Awarded Gold Medal by Congress 

for Rescue of Arctic Whalers. 
Former Officer of Revenue Service, 

“Tired and Worn Out,” Shoots 
Himself at Seattle. 

Seattle, Wash., June 23.- Capt. David H. Jarvis, 
formerly of the revenue cutter service, who won 
fame and a gold medal from Congress for a heroic 
rescue of 275 arctic whalers, and who for many 
years was active head of the Morgan and 
Guggenheim enterprises in Alaska, shot and killed 
himself today in a room at the Seattle Athletic Club. 

On an envelope found on his desk he had written 
in a trembling hand: 

“Tired and worn Out.” 
He had been reading a book of Kipling's stories, 

and had laid down the volume opened at “The City 
of Dreadful Night.” 

At the time of his death Capt. Jarvis was vice 
president and active head of the Northwestern 
branch of the Booth Fisheries Company. 

In April of 1896 Capt. Jarvis was married to Miss 
Ethel Taber, a niece of Hettie Green. 

 
Poor Jarvis.  Until he became the employee of the 
Guggenheim bunch of Jew thieves he was a man 
of honor and courage. 

Diary 19, 1911 
June 25 

-25th – 
[clipping] 

DISTRESS OVER SCANDAL 
FOLLOWED BY SUICIDE 
Capt. David H. Jarvis Had 
Been Worried by Charges 
Regarding Alaskan Affairs. 

SEATTLE, Wash., June 24.- Friends of Capt. 
David H. Jarvis, the former executive head of the 
Morgan-Guggenheim enterprises in Alaska, who 
committed suicide here yesterday, say he had 
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been distressed over the investigation begun last 
summer by the Department of Justice into his 
connection with the trial of Ed Hasey, one of the 
alleged Keystone Canyon murderers, and over the 
resolution introduced in Congress by Delegate 
James Wickersham last Tuesday. 

This resolution called on the Secretary of War for 
copies of affidavits on file with the War 
Department, charging that the Northwestern 
Commercial Company and the John J. Sesnon 
Company had conspired unlawfully to force a high 
price of coal upon the War Department for supplies 
at Fort Davis and Fort Liscum, Alaska.  The 
affidavit alleged that the Sesnon and Northwestern 
companies had entered into an agreement 
whereby the Sesnon company obtained the 
contract and divided with the Northwestern 
Company, paying the latter, through Jarvis, 
$67,000 as its share in the spoils.  Publication of 
this story in Seattle was followed by the suicide of 
Jarvis. 

Jarvis suffered because of charges of bribery 
made against him in connection with the trial of 
Hasey. 
 
Conscience makes cowards of us all.  Possibly the 
fact that he gave the order which caused Hasey to 
shoot an unarmed & innocent workman may have 
caused the remorse. -& shot. 

Diary 19, 1911 
June 25 

25 
[clipping] 
THE WASHINGTON TIMES, SUNDAY, JUNE 25, 

1911 
ALASKAN PROBE 

IS SUICIDE ECHO 
Self-Inflicted Death of D. H. Jarvis, Guggenheim 

Agent, 
Expected to Bring About Investigation of 

Far North Affairs. 
By JUDSON C. WELLIVER. 

The bullet that ended the life of Capt. David H. 
Jarvis, Alaska pioneer, in the Seattle Athletic Club 
on Friday, may prove to have blown the lid off the 
whole Alaska situation. 

Captain Jarvis took his own life less than forty-
eight hours after the delegate from Alaska, Judge 
W. had introduced resolutions in Congress which 
looked to an inquiry into the Government's failure 
to prosecute Jarvis on a variety of counts. 
Jarvis was the commander of Guggenheim forces 
in Alaska during the years when the great fight for 
Alaska’s control was fought and practically won by 
the Guggenheims.  He was the man who armed a 
gang of thugs and gave the orders under which 
they fought a pitched battle for control of the right-
of-way now occupied by the Copper River and 
Northwestern railroad at a critical point in its line. 

In that battle one man was instantly killed, 
another was mortally wounded and died soon 
afterward, and a third was brought to death's door. 

It was the battle that clinched Guggenheim 
control of the railroad situation around southeast 
Alaska, in the great copper and coal regions. 

For the murders committed in that fight for 
Guggenheim control determined efforts were made 
to secure indictments, but none was obtained.  It 
has been charged with the greatest detail and 
circumstance, including authenticated documents, 
that large sums of money were used in corrupting 
Federal grand juries in order to prevent 
indictments, and that this money was provided 
from the Guggenheim interest and paid on the 
order of their agencies. 

Nothing Done. 
Of all these and many collateral charges 

investigation has been sought, but nothing has 
ever come of it. 

Two days before Captain Jarvis’ suicide at 
Seattle, Delegate Wickersham started a new effort 
to get to the bottom of the whole distasteful affair.  
He introduced resolutions calling on the Secretary 
of War and the Attorney General for information 
about an alleged fraud by which Jarvis and John H. 
Bullock were charged with beating the Government 
out of $54,000 in a great coal contract.  These 
resolutions are almost certain to pass the House.  
The facts will then become public. 

The introductions of these resolutions was 
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promptly published in the Seattle newspapers.  
Jarvis, making headquarters there, read of the new 
turn in the fight against him. 

Two days later he died of his own hand. 
Jarvis was widely known wherever Alaska 

interests have been at the front in recent years - in 
Alaska, in New York, in Washington, in San 
Francisco, in Seattle, and all over the far 
Northwest.  He is credited with first enlisting the 
Guggenheims in the Alaska proposition that later 
developed into their Alaska syndicate and brought 
to a crisis the whole question of ownership of the 
great Northwestern empire. 

In his operations Jarvis was bold beyond the 
possible realization of people who do not know 
Alaska.  Whether it was in lobbying legislation 
through Congress, in seizing a railroad right-of-way 
by power of Winchesters and stuffed clubs, in 
fighting the powers of business, in fixing juries or 
playing corrupt politics, Jarvis was of the utmost 
boldness and resource. 

The battle between the construction forces of the 
Guggenheim Railroad and a rival company was 
one of the bloodiest and most scandalous incidents 
in all the dark story of Alaska exploitation.  The 
people at Valdez, determined to have a railroad of 
their own, organized the Home Railroad Company.  
It was just what its name implied.  Local money 
constituted its entire backing. A route was staked 
and construction begun.  The people of Valdez 
contributed money if they had it, labor if they had 
only that.  The grade progressed well, some rails 
were bought, and the new road seriously 
threatened to become a dangerous rival to the 
Guggenheim transportation monopoly, then 
planned and well toward realization. 

Fight for Title. 
The home railway and the Jarvis road both 

needed a certain piece of ground.  Jarvis 
determined to fight for it.  One day the two 
construction parties came to the inevitable clash; 
there was a pitched battle which cost two lives and 
in which several people were injured.  The Jarvis 
gang came off victorious.  The victory made the 

Copper River road's monopoly secure. 
As already told, nothing ever came of the effort to 

prosecute for those murders.  Political influence 
has been charged; corruption of grand juries, and 
the like. 
Whether the lid can be kept down any longer, in 
view of the sensational death of Jarvis, nobody is 
yet able to guess.  It is expected that early this 
week the 

Diary 19, 1911 
June 26 

-June 26th – 
[clipping continued] 
House will adopt resolutions calling on the Attorney 
General and the Secretary of War for information 
concerning the charges against Jarvis and others.  
It has been charged that for a year detailed 
information has been in possession of the 
Department of Justice concerning one of Jarvis’ 
transactions- a collusive and fraudulent deal in coal 
for forts in Alaska-and that the department has 
failed to proceed until the statute of limitations has 
operated to prevent criminal prosecution. 
The death of Jarvis, it was explained today, will not 
end the matter.  It ends the troubles of Jarvis only.  
Why the Administration has failed so many times to 
proceed against Jarvis and his associates, for the 
various alleged crimes marking their careers, will 
be the subject of persistent inquiry, just as if Jarvis 
were still alive.  Alaskans today insisted that in all 
probability the suicide of Jarvis would be followed 
by revelations of an unexpected sort, that might 
reach higher up and perhaps open the whole 
complex Alaska game to an illumination that it has 
never yet received. 
 
Recd, letter from Darrell this morning enclosing 
copy of a letter which he has written to the Naval 
Retiring Board, suggesting his willingness to be 
retiring from the active service in the Navy. 
He wanted me to telegraph if I objected - but I sent 
him this: “You are of age, use your own judgment, 
but remember you can never be reinstated.”  Of 
course it is a profound disappointment to me - but 
he has been doing well for 12 years - so I suppose 
I ought to be philosophic about it.  
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Diary 19, 1911 
June 26 

-June 26th – 
[clipping] 
{House of Rep. June 26, 1911} {Congressional 
Record, June 26, 1911.} 

INFORMATION FROM SECRETARY OF WAR. 
Mr. FLOOD of Virginia.  Mr. Speaker, I desire to 

submit a privileged report from the Committee on 
Territories on a resolution calling on the Secretary 
of War for information. 

The SPEAKER.  For consideration now? 
Mr. FLOOD of Virginia. Yes. 
The SPEAKER.  The gentleman from Virginia, 

chairman of the Committee on the Territories, 
submits the following privileged resolution and 
report, which the Clerk will read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
Resolution (H. Res. 218) 

Resolved, that the Secretary of War be, and he is 
hereby, directed to furnish to the House of 
Representatives the following: 

A copy of all bids, affidavits, documents, letters, 
contracts, receipts, and all and every kind of 
information in his possession or under his control, 
whether in the office of the Quartermaster General 
or other bureau, and of whatsoever kind or whence 
derived, relating to those certain matters and things 
charged and contained in that affidavit signed by H. 
J. Douglas and sworn to on the 23d day of May, 
1910, before Benjamin Vail, notary public in and for 
the District of Columbia, a copy of which was 
forwarded to the Secretary of War on the 24th day 
of May, 1910, by the Delegate from Alaska, the 
receipt of which was not acknowledged by the 
Secretary of War. 

Mr. MANN.  Mr. Speaker, I reserve a point of 
order on the resolution being privileged. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman desire to be 
heard on it? 

Mr. MANN.  I may not desire to make the point of 
order, although I think it is subject to the point of 
order. 

Mr. FLOOD of Virginia.  Mr. Speaker, it is simply 
a resolution calling on the Secretary of War for 
certain papers which were sent to him with the 

affidavit of H.J. Douglas in reference to the 
purchase of coal for the military posts in Alaska.  
This information was put in the shape of affidavits 
more than a year ago and sent to the Secretary of 
War, charging that there was a collusion between 
the coal dealers there, in violation of law, and this 
resolution simply calls upon the Secretary of War 
for these papers and these affidavits. 

Mr. MANN.  Will the gentleman yield? 
Mr. FLOOD of Virginia. Yes. 
Mr. MANN.  Mr. Chairman, will the gentleman 

yield? 
The CHAIRMAN.  Does the gentleman from 

Virginia yield to the gentleman from Illinois? 
Mr. FLOOD of Virginia. Yes. 
Mr. MANN.  Has the gentleman given this matter 

some attention, so that he knows what the situation 
is? 

Mr. FLOOD of Virginia.  I think so. 
Mr. MANN.  I do not know.  I just noticed the 

resolution.  Of course somebody might be calling 
for papers for the purpose of making them public 
when it was desirable not to make them public, in 
the interest of prosecutions or something of that 
kind. 

Mr. FLOOD of Virginia.  No.  It is nothing of that 
kind.  The information was lodged with the 
Secretary of War and also with the Attorney 
General.  No action was taken, and the statute of 
limitations bars protection now.  The purpose is to 
get information as to why the matter was allowed to 
die. 

Mr. MANN.  The gentleman from Alaska 
introduced two resolutions? 

Mr. FLOOD of Virginia. Yes. 
Mr. MANN.  One in reference to the Secretary of 

War and one in reference to the Attorney General.  
Does the gentleman report both? 

Mr. FLOOD of Virginia. No.  the resolution in 
reference to the Attorney General went to the 
Committee on the Judiciary, and this one in 
reference to the Secretary of War went to the 
Committee on Territories. 

Mr. MANN.  Both resolutions desired to get the 

 19



Alaska State Library – Historical Collections         Diary of James Wickersham  
MS 107 BOX 3  DIARY 19  Apr. 20, 1911 through Oct. 18, 1911 

same information? 
Mr. FLOOD of Virginia.  No; not exactly the same 

information. 
Mr. MANN.  There would be no object in passing 

both resolutions, would there be? 
Mr. FLOOD of Virginia.  Yes; there will be.  The 
one calling on the Attorney General for information 
is in reference to other matters.  It is not exactly 
like this one. 

Diary 19, 1911 
June 26 

26 
[clipping continued] 

Mr. MANN.  I withdraw the point of order, Mr. 
Speaker, although I think the resolution is subject 
to a  point of order.  The statement of fact at the 
end of the resolutions may or may not be true- 

Mr. FLOOD of Virginia.  What is the statement of 
fact at the end of the resolution? 

Mr. MANN.  The statement of facts that the 
receipt of the document was not acknowledged.  
Whether it was or not does not make any 
difference. 

Mr. FLOOD of Virginia.  I will say to the 
gentleman that this resolution was amended by the 
committee so as to strike out that statement of fact. 

Mr. MANN.  The amendment was not reported, 
was it? 
 

Diary 19, 1911 
June 27 

June 27th 
[clipping] 

CHUGACH NATIONAL FOREST LANDS IN 
ALASKA. 

Mr. Poindexter.  I submit a resolution and ask 
unanimous consent for its present consideration. 

The resolution (S. Res. 84) was read, as follows: 
Resolved, That the President of the United 

States be, and he is hereby, requested to transmit 
to the Senate of the United States copies of all 
letters, maps, executive or departmental orders or 
instructions, surveys, also applications to enter 
land, or for rights of way of railroads or otherwise, 
and all other official reports, recommendations, 
documents, or records in the Departments of War, 
Interior, and Agriculture, or by any of the officials or 
bureaus of these departments, not included in the 

report of the Secretary of the Interior of April 26, 
1911, printed as Senate Document No. 12, Sixty-
second Congress, first session, relating in any way 
to the elimination from the Chugach National 
Forest in Alaska of land fronting upon Controller 
Bay, approximating 12,800 acres; especially 
referring to such papers, documents, etc., as relate 
to applications of the Controller Railroad & 
Navigation Co. for rights of way or confirmation of 
its maps of rights of way or harbor rights or 
privileges in or near toe the said Controller Bay, or 
upon the Chugach National Forest, or upon lands 
eliminated therefrom, or upon the Chugach 
National Forest, or upon lands eliminated 
therefrom, or upon tide lands or shore lands of the 
said Controller Bay, with such information, if any, is 
in the possession of the War Department, relating 
to the character of Controller Bay as a harbor, its 
surroundings, and a designation of those portions 
of the harbor which are available for the use of 
deep-water vessels. 

Also, to include in the report hereby requested 
the names of the soldiers whose claims are to be 
used as bases for the applications for the land 
referred to, the mesne and subsequent 
assignments, and other data relating thereto, with a 
statement of the present status of all said 
applications to enter said lands or for rights of way 
thereon. 

The Senate, by unanimous consent, proceed to 
consider the resolution. 

Mr. Gallinger.  I will move to insert at the proper 
place in the resolution the words “if not 
incompatible with the public interest.”  I presume 
the Senator form Washington accepts the 
amendment.  The modification will be stated. 

The Secretary.  After the word “requested” insert 
“if not incompatible with the public interest.” 

The VICE PRESIDENT.  The resolution will be 
so modified.  The question is on agreeing to the 
resolution as modified. 
The resolution as modified was agreed to. 

- 29 – 
Have been working industriously to get my elective 
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Legislative Bill annotated - done & am much 
pleased with it.  Have also just prepared a bill to 
cover the coal situation in Alaska & will introduce it 
tomorrow. 

Diary 19, 1911 
July 1 

July 1st 1911. 
Debbie went west today - to St. Louis to visit 
Darrell, and when she gets tired of the heat of St. 
L. Will go on west to Tacoma. 

I introduced my bill H. R. 12223,”A bill to 
establish a National Coal Reserve in Alaska, and 
for other purposes.”  It embodies my ideas about 
what to do with Alaska coal lands, and I have felt 
obliged to introduce it now, because of the 
apparent interest worked up in Alaska coal by the 
recent decision of the Cunningham coal cases.  I 
intend to stand by the principle in my bill & put up 
the hardest fight I can against the leasing system 
which I think bad. 

Diary 19, 1911 
July 2-4 

-July 2 – 
Came over to Phil, last night on the invitation of 
Warren C. Wilkins, late of Nome & one of my old 
political friends.  Sick today with acute indigestion. 
July 3, Wilkins came over with me to Atlantic City in 
his automobile - account of excessive heat in Phil - 
It is cool and fine in Atlantic City, but I am too sick 
to enjoy it. 

July 4 
In bed nearly all day and do not know what the 4th 
was like. 
July 5, Home to Washington, Senator Hitchcock on 
train showed me his bill for coal leasing in Alaska - 
it is really the worst one yet. 

Diary 19, 1911 
July 6-8 

-July 6th – 
Got letter from Debbie last night when I got home & 
wrote her.  Busy writing letters today & catching up 
office work.  Saw Clayton, Cha. of Judiciary Com. 
& Judge Henry, of Com. on Rules - they have 
called a committee meeting for Saturday and 
intend then to report my resolution calling on the 
Attorney Genl. for information. 

-7th - 
Busy attending to - my official correspondence, & 
getting ready to present the matter of my resolution 
to the Judiciary Com. tomorrow. 

-8th - 
“No quorum.” It is Saturday and so many members 
have gone that it was impossible to secure a 
quorum - the matter went over till next Wednesday. 

Diary 19, 1911 
July 9 

-9th – 
Hot, tired and lonesome.  I came over to Atlantic 
City yesterday evening and propose to spend a 
day or two in the cool of the ocean waves. 
This morning’s papers say that Miss Abbott has 
stirred up a hornets nest by her “Dick to Dick” letter 
discovery. 
 
[clipping] 

AGENT OF SYNDICATE 
FILED HIS CLAIM DAY 
AFTER SECRET ORDER 

Author of ‘Dick Post- 
Script knew of 
Taft’s Action 

WAS WAITING IT 
Usual Stay of Sixty Days 
Stricken Out in Controller 

Bay Case 
MESSAGE IS MISSING 

Fisher Doesn’t Know of It and  
President Is Busy 

Explaining 
By Angus McSween 

WASHINGTON, July 10. 
President Taft does not recall that his brother, 

Charles P. Taft, ever wrote to him respecting R. S. 
Ryan or Controller bay, in Alaska, although it is 
learned tonight that Ryan, as secret agent of the 
Morgan-Guggenheim syndicate, filed soldiers' 
script on 160 rods of Controller bay water front 
under date of October 29, 1910, the day after 
President Taft signed the secret order eliminating 
the land from the national forest and before any 
other entry man could have known of the order. 
The filing was on two blocks of 160 acres each, 
separated by a quarter section, as required by law. 

This is the principal statement in a memorandum 
issued from the White House this afternoon with 
respect to the published statement by Miss M.F. 
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Abbott that she found in the files of the interior 
department a note from Ryan to former Cecretary 
Ballinger, and declaring that Ryan had called in 
Charles P. Taft to help him get from the president 
the secret executive order which gave to the 
Morgan-Guggenheim interests the railroad rights 
on Controller bay, through claims filed in Alaska by 
Ryan the day after. 

Secretary of the Interior Fisher, who returned to 
Washington this morning, also issued a statement 
declaring that the “Dick to Dick” letter, published by 
Miss Abbott, cannot now be found in the files of the 
Department. 

Diary 19, 1911 
July 9 

-9- 
July 9, 1911 

The postscript to the letter written on July 13, 
1910, reads, as Miss Abbott copied it: 

“Dear Dick: I went to see the president the other 
day.  He asked me whom it was I represented.  I 
told him, according to our agreement, that I 
represented myself.  But that didn't seem to satisfy 
him.  So I sent  for Charlie Taft and asked him to 
tell his brother (the president) who it was I really 
represented.  The president made no further 
objection to my claim.  Yours, DICK.” 

Seeks to Discredit Miss Abbott 
Fisher expresses the opinion that it never was in 

the files, and generally seeks to discredit Miss 
Abbott's statement.  There is something so 
suggestive of the general onslaught that was made 
by this same administration upon Louis R. Glavis, 
because he opposed giving the Alaska coal lands 
to the Morgan-Guggenheims, in the apparent 
determination of the White House and the interior 
department to overbear Miss Abbott by the 
strength of these administrations denials, that 
judgment is likely to be suspended for a long time 
before it is finally rendered against the lady. 

More than this, there is something almost 
ludicrous in a situation in which all the records 
show that President Taft did issue a direct 
executive order turning over the portion of a 
national forest reserve needed by the exploiting 
and grasping Alaska syndicate to make possible a 

prospective transportation 2monopoly, with 
accompanying control of the coal resources of 
Alaska, and yet which produces strenuous denials 
from both the White House and the Interior 
Department of a statement that the president’s 
brother was instrumental in causing the issuance of 
the order. 

The order itself was issued surreptitiously at the 
requests of R.S. Ryan, believed to [be] a secret 
agent of the Morgan - Guggenheims. 

It was issued while the committee which 
investigated the efforts of Ballinger to serve these 
same interests by giving them the coal lands was 
still considering its report, and when it had become 
apparent that roused public sentiment would 
prevent the government from turning over the coal 
lands to the syndicate. 

It was issued at a time when had there been 
publicity of the action taken it would have caused a 
greater repudiation of the administration in the 
November elections than actually occurred. 

No Denial Possible 
Yet with all this clearly revealed by the records 

and so firmly established that no denial is possible, 
the White House and the secretary of the interior 
are highly indignant that the name of Charles P. 
Taft should have been drawn into the matter. 

It is not made clear by any of the statements 
issued whether the administration is afraid that 
Charles P. Taft is to be injured by a reported 
connection with the affair, or whether the view is 
that the matter will be made more unsavory 
because of C.P. Taft’s connection. 

The public is left to form its own conclusions.  So 
far as the action of the administration is concerned, 
it is not affected in the slightest degree by the letter 
which Miss Abbott says she found, and which is 
certainly not now in the files of the interior 
department. 

Miss Abbott is prepared to go upon the witness 
stand and to swear that she found the letter 
published under her signature in the North 
American.  Secretary Fisher, when he is 
summoned by the investigating committee, will 
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obviously swear that he never saw such a letter 
and that it is not now in the department. 

But between the time when Miss Abbott says she 
saw the letter and the emphatic denials now issued 
the files have been in various hands. 

Don Carr, who was secretary to Secretary 
Ballinger, and was then made assistant to the 
secretary of the interior, still occupies the latter 
position. 

Ashmun Brown, who succeed Carr as secretary 
to Ballinger, was serving as secretary to Mr. Fisher 
when Miss Abbott says she made a copy of the 
letter. 

None who followed the Ballinger inquiry will 
forget the jugglery performed with the files of the 
department while that inquiry was in progress. 

It became absolutely necessary in many 
instances to prove the existence of a document 
before an order from the investigating committee 
could force its production.  It was necessary to 
prove that Ballinger’s henchman, Lawler, had 
written an exoneration of Ballinger for the guidance 
of the president before that very important 
document was produced or before Ballinger could 
be persuaded to admit that it had ever been 
prepared. 

Pretend Compliance Then 
It was necessary, according to the president’s 

expressed view of the matter, to “corrupt” one of 
Ballinger’s confidential stenographers in order to 
find out that the files of the department contained 
Ballinger’s letters respecting his discussions with 
George W. Perkins, of the Morgan-Guggenheim 
interests, and his expressions of warm friendship 
for Perkins and his Alaskan schemes.  Yet all the 
time the investigating committee was ordering the 
interior department to produce all documents 
bearing upon the Alaskan controversies, and the 
department officers were pretending compliance 
with those orders. 

There always has been strong suspicion that, 
despite the orders of the committee, the wonderful 
management of the case by Louis D. Brandeis and 
what the president calls the “corruption” of one of 

Ballinger’s stenographers, some documents never 
were produced. 

Now thatt there has again arisen a question of 
veracity respecting the same interior department 
files and the administration manifests exactly the 
same attitude toward Miss Abbott that it formerly 
did toward Glavis and Pinchot and others who 
saved the coal fields from the Cunningham 
syndicate it is unfortunate that there should be so 
many connecting links between the  

Diary 19, 1911 
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9 
[clipping continued] 
present administration of the interior department 
and the administration of Ballinger. 

Ashmun Brown, the former secretary of both 
Secretaries Ballinger and Fisher, arrived in 
Washington tonight, prepared to appear 
immediately as a witness before the house 
committee investigating the Controller bay matter.  
He is prepared also to deny all Miss Abbott’s 
assertions respecting the “Dick to Dick” letter. 

The issue between Brown and Miss Abbott will 
be very clearly drawn, and it may never be possible 
to establish which is the more truthful person.  The 
house committee on expenditures in the interior 
department began its investigations of the 
Controller bay matter this morning.  The only 
witness examined was Land Commissioner 
Dennett, who admitted that the president’s order 
releasing the shore lands of Controller bay to Ryan 
was so drawn as to be of special benefit to those 
who knew of its issuance.  The usual clause 
requiring that sixty days shall elapse before any 
claims can be filed upon the lands released was 
omitted. 

The order itself was changed from the time it left 
the land office, where it had been prepared, until it 
received the president’s signature.  Mr. Dennett did 
not know when the change had been made or by 
whom. 

His testimony was not of great importance, 
except as showing that the officers of the interior 
department knew that some interests were being 
favored by the order itself. 
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60-Day Provision Lost 
Before the investigator, Commissioner Dennett 

said that when the executive order opening the 
Controller bay land to entry reached his office it 
contained a provision under which entrymen could 
file on the land for sixty days after the order was 
issued.  In some way or other, he did not know 
how, he said, this provision was lost or eliminated 
before the final promulgation of the order. 

This omission, he admitted, gave great 
advantage to the Ryan claimants who were on the 
ground when the order reached Juneau. 

Mr. Dennett said that the firs draft, which, in 
accordance with the usual custom, was prepared 
at the department of agriculture, contained the sixty 
days provision, but that it was not in the order as 
finally signed by the president. 

“Who struck it out?” 
“I do not know.” 
Commissioner Dennett was the first witness.  

Examined by W.P. Fennell, counsel for the 
committee, he said the Cunningham coal land 
claims were under investigation before the 
Controller bay land was open to entry under 
executive order.  This land was withdrawn in 1907. 

“Just prior then to the start of the Cunningham 
case,’ said Mr. Fennell, “the Controller bay lands 
had been withdrawn and were in the power of the 
president?” 

“Yes.” 
Not Held Up by Interior Department 

Mr. Dennett declared the executive order 
opening the lands had not been held up by the 
interior department.  He said the proclamation was 
signed October 28, printed copies received five 
days later and on the next day sent to the register 
of the general land office at Juneau, Alaska, to be 
posted and made public there in the customary 
way. 

Mr. Dennett testified that he knew nothing of a 
letter from Ryan to Ballinger, signed “Dick” and 
addressed to “Dick,” and telling the secretary he 
had appealed to Charles P. Taft to tell the 
president whom he, Ryan, represented in the 

Controller bay matter.  He explained that the land 
commissioner’s office is distinct form the 
secretary’s office and that such a letter would not 
necessarily come to his attention. 

Chairman Graham, of the committee, asked Mr. 
Dennett to furnish copies of all telegrams and 
correspondence regarding the Controller bay 
claims and the report dealing with the surveys 
made there. 

Fisher Issues Statement 
Secretary Fisher, of the interior department, 

issued a statement today concerning the interview 
with Miss Abbott, in which she referred to a 
postscript to a letter from Mr. Ryan to Secretary 
Ballinger. 

“No reference whatever,” says Mr. Fisher, “was 
made in this interview to what Miss Abbott very 
properly calls the ‘amazing postscript’ which she 
says she found attached to a letter to Secretary 
Ballinger from Mr. Ryan, nor was this postscript 
ever mentioned or referred to in any other interview 
which I have ever had with Miss Abbott or any one 
else prior to its publication in a Philadelphia 
newspaper. 

“I am told upon my return today that the most 
diligent search of the records of this office has 
failed to disclose any such document, and every 
one who has searched the record says most 
emphatically that he has never seen this postscript 
or any other writing of this character.  This includes 
Mr. Brown, who was private secretary to Secretary 
Ballinger.” 

 
Miss Abbott told the truth - saw the letter etc. for 
Dick Ryan told me & Barney Goss that whole story 
in March - or in Feb - when he was getting his bill 
through Congress. 
Wrote a letter this morning to Graham, telling him 
the facts, & I'll back Miss Abbott to the end. 

Diary 19, 1911 
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-11th – 
Came back from the beach after a couple of days 
bathing in the surf & hot sand much improved. 
The Controller Bay Land Grab fight is on & they are 
trying their best to break down Miss Abbott’s story. 
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Graham is trying to get Barney - expects to catch 
him at Chicago, and with my testimony we can 
back Miss Abbott’s story with such strong 
corroborative proof as to make it quite certain that 
it will be accepted as true - as it is.  The papers are 
full of it. 
Letter from Debbie saying she has gone on to 
Seattle - too hot in St. Louis for her. 

Diary 19, 1911 
July 12 

-12th – 
Hearing today before the Judiciary Committee on 
my resolution calling on the Atty. Genl. for 
information in the Coal fraud by Jarvis, etc.  was 
“warm.”  “No quorum” but those present started to 
get a quorum to sign an agreement to report the 
resolution.  The meeting was informal & private but 
tomorrow it is expected that it will be approved 
formally. 
The Com. on the Interior Dept. today heard 
evidence in support of Mifs Abbott's charge - I am 
to be the chief witness and had a long talk this 
afternoon with the Committee to that end. 

Diary 19, 1911 
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-13th – 
We succeeded in securing a quorum of the House 
Judiciary Committee today and I gave them a brief 
statement touching the refusal of the Atty. Genl. to 
prosecute the Alaska Syndicate officials - Jarvis 
etc. for fraud and perjury & other crime in respect 
to Alaska matters.  The com. gave careful attention 
and agreed to report my resolution and insist upon 
a careful and vigorous investigation.  My 
statements today were taken down by a steno-
grapher and will be printed and I am to [torn 
page]ld such other documents, letters [a]s will 
make the matter clear.  I've got 'em going! 

Diary 19, 1911 
July 14 

-14th – 
My story to the Jud. Com. of yesterday has got out 
to the newspaper men & all day I have been 
sought to tell it anew & give out copies etc.  The 
Assoc. Press is making up a story for tomorrow 
and it promises to be vigorously presented - and 
exploited. Luckily I have the record, and the Atty. 
Genl. will have much difficulty in escaping the 
censure which he deserves. 
The Graham Com. is daily investigating the 

controller Bay deal and I am to be a witness in that 
next week.  I have doubt that we well catch them 
with both matters. 

Diary 19, 1911 
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-July 15, 1911- 
The following Assoc. Press report went all over the 
country last night and is printed everywhere in the 
morning papers: 
 
[clipping]  

DELAY FOILED LAW 
Attorney General Accused by 

Alaskan Delegate. 
COMMITTEE ASKS INQUIRY 

Statute of Limitations Saved Alleged 
Perjurers, Is Charge. 

Delegate Wickersham Produces Evidence 
Which He Says He Sent to George W. 
Wickersham a Year Ago - Proof, He 
Asserts, that Government Was De- 
frauded Out of $50,000 - Cases Never 
Were Prosecuted. 
After secret consideration of charges made by 

Delegate Wickersham, of Alaska, that Attorney 
General Wickersham deliberately permitted the 
statute of limitations to run against agents of the 
Alaska syndicate accused of defrauding the 
government through perjury to the extent of 
$50,000, the House committee on judiciary has 
determined to report favorably a resolution of 
inquiry offered by Delegate Wickersham.  The 
resolution would call upon the Attorney General to 
furnish the House with all documents, affidavits, 
and testimony in his possession relating to an 
affidavit submitted to him more than a year ago 
and sworn to by H.J. Douglas, former auditor of the 
Alaska syndicate in 1908. 

The Attorney General, when seen last night, 
declined to discuss the action of the committee.  
His friends intimated that the charges were old and 
that a certain phase of them still was under 
investigation.  They declined to indicate just what 
this phase was. 

Copy of affidavit. 
Delegate Wickersham startled the committee 
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when in executive session he produced a copy of 
an affidavit relating to an alleged criminal act 
committed by Capt, D.H. Jarvis, of the Alaska 
syndicate, and formerly prominent in the 
government revenue cutter service, who committed 
suicide in Seattle June 22, the day following the 
introduction of the Wickersham resolution calling 
for production of the papers in the case, and by 
John H. Bullock, of the John J. Sesnor Coal 
Company, of Nome. 

Through connivance of these men, it was 
charged that the government was defrauded on 
coal contracts, and that evidence to that effect was 
permitted to remain unacted upon in the Attorney 
General’s office more than a year, until the statute 
of limitation expired last May. 

Has Photographic Evidence. 
Delegate Wickersham furnished the committee 

with photographic copies of a letter of an attorney 
for the for the Alaska syndicate to D.H. Jarvis, 
admitting the expenditure of money to control 
government witnesses in the Hazey murder trial in 
1908, wherein an agent of the Alaska syndicate 
was accused of murdering laborers employed by 
rival interests during the construction of a railroad 
[torn page – in] Alaska.  A photograph of an [torn 
page – missing text] account for $1,133.4 of M.B. 
Morrisey employed by the syndicate, it is claimed, 
to entertain government witnesses and jurymen in 
that connection, also was submitted to the 
committee.  This evidence, Delegate Wickersham 
declared, also is in the possession of the Attorney 
General. 
Delegate Wickersham urged on the judiciary 
committee the Douglas affidavit involving the 
representatives of the Northwestern Commercial 
Company, on of the Alaska syndicate concerns 
and the Sesnor Coal Company. 

Diary 19, 1911 
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15 
[clipping continued] 

Urged an Investigation. 
“On May 24, 1910,” he said, “I sent to Attorney 

General Wickersham a copy of the affidavit, calling 
his attention to the fact that the government had 

been defrauded of $50,000 by perjury and a 
combination of these two corporations in the sale 
of coal to the government for military posts in 
Alaska.  I asked him to make an investigation and 
prosecute those people for the crime committed in 
that transaction.  I received a letter of 
acknowledgement May 31, 1910, and we had 
considerable further correspondence, and on June 
13, 1911, more than a year later, I received a letter 
from the Attorney General stating that the statute of 
limitations had expired.” 

Waited Until Too Late. 
The correspondence, including the final letter of 

the Attorney General, was read into the record. 
“I read the last letter,” continued Delegate 

Wickersham, “to show that the Attorney General 
now says that the statute of limitations has run 
against the prosecution of these men who 
committed perjury and defrauded the government.  
They submitted false affidavits to the government 
and committed fraud in April and May, 1908, and 
the statute of limitations did not expire until May, 
1911.  I sent all the evidence to the Attorney 
General a year before, and he failed and refused to 
prosecute these people for robbing the Treasury, 
and he permitted the statute of limitations to run in 
their favor. 

“I want the committee to have all the facts so that 
it may know whether the Attorney General has 
deliberately shielded these people from 
prosecution for crime or not.  It is fair to him and 
fair to me.  I say that he has.” 

Furnished the Evidence. 
“Did you send the Attorney General evidence 

enough and indicated where witnesses could be 
found to warrant an indictment?” asked 
Representative Webb, of North Carolina. 

“Undoubtedly,” replied the territorial delegate, 
“and I furnished him with evidence of other crimes. 
The Alaska syndicate is an organized crime.” 

“What do you mean by the Alaska syndicate?” 
Chairman Clayton inquired. 

“I refer to the Alaska syndicated composed of J. 
Pierpont Morgan, the Guggenheim brothers, Kuhn, 
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Loeb & Co., Jacob H. Schiff, and Graves.” 
“Who do you mean by the Guggenheim 

bothers?” asked Representative Norris, of 
Nebraska. 

“Senator Simon Guggenheim and his six 
brothers.” 

“Who is Graves? Asked Representative Graham 
of Illinois?” 

“He represents Close Brothers, the English 
syndicate, and other English capitalists. 

Capt. Jarvis,” added the delegate, “was the 
confidential agent of Morgan in charge of the 
syndicate’s interests in Seattle. He committed 
suicide immediately following the introduction of 
this resolution you are now considering.  He know 
that this resolution would bring out the facts.” 

The Douglas affidavit charges that when the War 
Department advertised for bids for coal to supply 
the Alaska military posts, Jarvis, treasurer of the 
Northwestern company, and John H. Bullock, of 
the Sesnor Coal Company, a rival of the syndicate, 
agreed to submit bids which would insure the 
award of the contract to one company or the other, 
there being no other competitor, agreed to certain 
lighterage charges and fixed upon a division of the 
profits. 

The Sesnor company got the contract to furnish 
4,000 tons of coal at $28 dollars a ton, a price 
which Douglas claimed was nearly twice too high, 
and the profits were divided, Douglas himself 
entering $6,700 from the Sesnor company on the 
books of the Northwestern company as the latter’s 
share of the profits.  Both Bullock and Jarvis, 
Douglas swears, made false affidavits to the 
government that no one but the company which 
each represented had any interests in the contract. 

Facsimile of Letter. 
The evidence submitted, indicating an attempt to 

control government witnesses, is a facsimile copy 
of a letter written by John A. Carson, counsel for 
the Alaska syndicate, to Capt. Jarvis, under Seattle 
date, May 6, 1908.  The letter reads: 

My Dear Captain:  The inclosed account of Mr. 
M.B. Morrisey has been submitted to me by him.  

I do not claim to have personal knowledge of all 
of the items therein mentioned-necessarily I 
could not have such; but I do know that Mr. 
Morrisey was taking care of several of the 
government’s witnesses (case of United States 
versus Hazey).  I saw him take them into 
restaurants very many times (it was generally 
rumored around Juneau that the majority of the 
government’s witnesses were broken), and I 
have not the least doubt that Mr. Morrisey cared 
for them in the manner shown in his account. 

Mr. Morrisey’s Good Work. 
In addition to this, I wish to express my  

appreciation of the services rendered by Mr.  
Morrisey, not only in Juneau, but also at Valdez  
during the session of the grand jury there.  I  
found him very efficient and competent, and his  
acquaintance with many of the government’s  
witnesses and control over them placed him in a  
position to be of the greatest possible service in  
defending this action. 
The expense account submitted by Morrisey, 

dated May 6, 1908, contained, among others, the 
following entries: 

Occidental café, for witnesses, $75; Alaska  
grill, for witnesses, $195; expense entertaining  
witnesses and jurymen, $200; expense Valdez  
during grand jury session, $120. 
There were many other items of ca[torn page-

missing text] given to individuals, such as “Jin[torn 
page-missing text] amounting to $1,133.40.  These 
docu[torn page-missing text] and other evidence, 
Delegate Wick[torn page-missing text] declares, 
are in possession of the[torn page-missing text] 
ney General. 

The resolution asking the [torn page-missing text] 
General for documents in th[torn page-missing text] 
Bullock matter will be repor[torn page-missing text] 
House early next week. 

Diary 19, 1911 
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-July 16th – 
Down to Atlantic City to spend the day in the surf -
my eye is sore & pains me greatly. 
I am greatly interested to note that the Atty. Genl. 
presents as his only excuse that he now thinks the 
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Stat. of Limitations has not run against Jarvis, 
Bullock & the Alaska Syndicate ??? for robbing the 
Govt. in the sale of coal to the U.S. in 1908. But he 
does not promise to do anything but says there is 
not sufficient evidence. 
He is getting all tangled up in the rope & will soon 
fall down - My but he is not hurt - and will be hurt 
worse before he is better. 

Diary 19, 1911 
July 17 

-July 17th – 
[clipping showing portrait of Attorney General 
George W. Wickersham] 
The Assoc. Press sent a long story about my 
charge against the Atty. Genl. all over the country 
& it is creating quite a sensation.  It is a true story 
based on evidence & I intend to press the hearing. 

Diary 19, 1911 
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17 
[clipping showing portrait of Delegate James 
Wickersham] 
The picture on the foregoing & this page are basing 
printed face to face, and it is styled a “Wick to 
Wick” story, 
Taft is squirming now for a good excuse & a good 
story, But the truth will out. 

Diary 19, 1911 
July 18-20 

-July 18th – 
I am actively at work arranging my data and intend 
to go on the stand on Thursday & testify to the 
systematic efforts of the Alaska Syndicate to 
exclude every other interest from Controller Bay & 
the Bering Coal fields than the Syndicate 
corporations. 

-20th – 
The Graham Com. on Expenditures in the Dept. of 
Interior, which is investigating the Controller Bay 
situation has concluded to engage Mr. Louis 
Brandeis to conduct the case. This will tend to 
postpone the hearings - the Presidents answer to 
Poindexter's Resolution is not yet in & that also 
retards the hearing.  The  
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-20th – 
Congress will adjourn in a few days - before the 
investigation can possibly be completed 
and the Committee now contemplates an 
adjournment until October.  They wanted me to go 
on the stand today – tomorrow- but I refused 

unless the hearings were to go promptly to a final 
verdict, for it would only expose our evidence & 
leave them months in which to deny & hunt up or 
manufacture evidence to meet it.  So it was agreed 
this afternoon by Chairman Graham & the 
Democratic members that I need not go on and 
that the case would go over till October.  This 
leaves only the Atty Genl case for me. 

Diary 19, 1911 
July 21 

-21st – 
This morning I received the following letter from the 
Chairman of the Judiciary Com: 

“Committee on the Judiciary. 
Washington, D.C., July 20,1911  

Hon. James Wickersham  
House of Representatives. 
My dear sir: the Attorney General has signified his 
desire to be present and submit to the Committee a 
statement relative to the charges made by you in 
the hearing accorded to you by the committee on 
July 13th. I have called a meeting for the purpose 
of affording this opportunity to the Attorney General 
on Monday, July 24th at eleven oclock in the 
morning.  You are invited to be present at this 
meeting. 

Yours respectfully, 
H. D. Clayton. 

Diary 19, 1911 
July 24 

21 
I think the Chairman is quite right in this action, and 
I shall not hesitate to go to that meeting with other, 
and more serious charges to make against the 
Attorney General - and it may that that is what he 
hopes to secure from the statement which he 
intends to make.  I have so far acted quite 
discreetly in the matter -and I intend to continue to 
do so - but earnestly.  He must make a full & 
complete statement - if he can do so to his 
satisfaction.  I hope to break up his political jobbery 
of Alaskan offices & the Dept. of Justice 
degradation of our courts. 

Diary 19, 1911 
July 24 

-July 24th  - 
Well, I am now up against a fight which means 
blood.  The Attorney General this morning 
appeared before the House Judiciary Committee 
and referring to my statement of July 13th and 
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especially that charge, 
“I charge that purposely he did shield and defend 

Alaska syndicate criminals from punishment for 
crimes against the government on this specific 
instance, and also in other instances wherein I 
personally gave him the evidence which would 
justify him in finding indictments.“ 

He specifically denounced it as untrue: Mr. Martin 
W. Littleton said that the charge was made, was  

Diary 19, 1911 
July 24 

24 
serious and that it ought to be withdrawn or proof 
offered to sustain it.  I agreed to that and said that I 
desired to offer the proof, etc.  The Atty. Genl. 
made a good impression & weakened the case 
made by me in this: He declared positively that 
Douglas was mistaken when he said in his affidavit 
that there was an affidavit made in the coal land 
fraud case by Jarvis & Bullock.  He also declared 
that there was no law or practice in the War 
Department providing for any such affidavit & that if 
any was made it would not/therefore, constitute 
perjury. 

Diary 19, 1911 
July 24 

24 
Of course, I never had said there was perjury so 
committed as a fact, though it was often referred to 
and never before questioned by the Atty. Genl.  He 
was quite unfair in this: The House called on the 
Sec. of War ten days or two weeks ago for the 
bids, affidavits, etc.- no attention was given to it - 
none filed & today for the first time I learned that 
they denied the Affidavits had been so made - & 
nothing is yet filed by the Sec. of War in answer to 
the House Resolution calling on him for such 
testimony - I am to have a chance on next Monday 
to answer the Atty Genl & file my proofs of his 
shielding Jarvis etc. 

Diary 19, 1911 
July 24 

24 
[clipping]  

LIE PASSES AT HOT 
COLLISION OF THE 

TWO WICKERSHAMS 
Attorney General Accuses 
Alaskan Delegate of Mak- 

ing False Charges 

Charges of “falsehood” were bandied about the 
committee room of the House Judiciary Committee 
today, and the hearing adjourned with the promise 
of more sensational developments next Monday in 
the Wickersham-Wickersham feud.  The Attorney 
General accused Delegate Wickersham of 
falsehood, and the Delegate retorted that he'd 
“make good.” 

The Attorney General appeared in answer to a 
resolution by Delegate Wickersham of Alaska, who 
told the committee recently that the Attorney 
General had deliberately allowed the statute of 
limitation to run in favor of Alaska syndicate agents 
whom the Delegate accused of defrauding the 
Government in coal contracts. 

The charge, as it appeared in the hearings, was 
read to the Attorney General.  His answer was: “I 
have nothing to say to that except that it is a 
falsehood.  That’s all I can say about it.” 

“Mr. Chairman,” interrupted Representative 
Littleton a moment later.  “A very grave charge 
here is made against a public official.  I think the 
delegate from Alaska should be given an 
opportunity either to prove his charge or withdraw 
them.” 

Offers to Prove It. 
Delegate Wickersham, looking directly at the 

Attorney General was instantly on his feet. 
“I am here to prove them and not withdraw them,” 
said the Alaskan delegate.  “I will present the proof 
of the committee will give me a few days to get 
together the evidence.” 

“Yes, proe them,” challenged the Attorney 
General. “There is a man,” he continued, pointing 
his fingers at the Alaska Delegate, “who has made 
charges against everyone from Senator Nelson 
down who opposes him. I say that the charges he 
makes against me are false, and I want him to 
prove them or withdraw them.” 

“And I say they are true and I will prove them, I'll 
make good,” Hotly retorted Delegate Wickersham. 

“Do it then,” said Attorney General Wickersham, 
firmly.  “I know your charges are false and I want to 
know upon what you base them.” 
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“I accept the challenge and I am not here to back 
down,” said Delegate Wickersham.  “I’ll be back 
here Monday and maybe a few days sooner.” 

“All right,” said Attorney Wickersham, still angry. 
“All right then,” retorted Delegate Wickersham, 

likewise angry. 
Secret Session. 

Then the committee went into executive session 
to consider some documents left with the 
committee by the Attorney General.  The Attorney 
General, referring to the Wickersham charges and 
the Douglas affidavit, and that he had found that 
the statute of limitations had not completely run 
against the alleged coal conspirators, as at first 
thought by the Department of Justice.  There is yet 
an opportunity to prosecute, he said, if conspiracy 
can be shown, and if it developed that the Sesnor 
Coal Company and the Northwestern Commercial 
Company, through their agents, made fake bids 
and divided the profits between them growing out 
of the sale to the army in Alaska of coal delivered 
at excess rates. 

“I would not appear here in regard to the 
resolution of inquiry,” said the Attorney General, “if 
the Alaskan Delegate, James Wickersham, had not 
accused me in his testimony of 'deliberately 
shielding Alaska criminals.’” 

The Changes  Submitted. 
A subcommittee of the Judiciary Committee 

recently ordered a favorable report on the 
resolution which demands an explanation from the 
Attorney General. The latter asked the privilege of 
a hearing before the full committee, which was 
granted today. 

In his charges against the Attorney General 
Delegate Wickersham (of the same name, 
declared that in May, 1910, he had furnished the 
Department of Justice with an affidavit by H. J. 
Douglass, a former auditor of the Alaska syndicate, 
who alleged that the Government had been 
defrauded by “fake” bids on coal needed by the 
army in Alaska.  The coal companies, it was 
alleged, conspired to combine and filch the 
Government.  According to the Delegate, more 

than $50,000 was lost by the military establishment 
in the transaction. 

“In June of last year I sent Stuart McNamara, 
Special Assistant Attorney General, to Alaska to in-
vestigate these charges, said the Attorney General. 

“It was charged that the bidders had made an 
affidavit that they represented only themselves in 
bidding on these contracts - that no one else was 
interested. 

“Mr. McNamara found that the bidders had made 
no such claim to the quartermaster general, and, 
further, I know of no law that compelled the coal 
bidders to make such an oath.  The bids on file 
with the War Department show no such claims, nor 
are they required. 

That knocked out the possible action against any 
one for perjury.” 

Attorney Gen... W.. then read a part of 
McNamara's report in which the special 
investigator had looked into additional charges - 
that jurors had been bribed by the Alaska syndicate 
agents in the Hazey murder case. 

Claims Evidence Lacking. 
McNamara reported that an agent for the 

syndicate had spent considerable money at 
Juneau, Alaska, during the progress of the trial, but 
that he had been unable to find any evidence that 
would stand in court to show actual bribery of 
jurors. 

Hazey was accused of shooting a laborer of a 
rival of the Guggenheim railroads.  The Attorney 
General said Special Assistant McNamara had two 
assistants and he believed his investigation was 
thorough. 

Diary 19, 1911 
July 26 

-24th – 
[clipping continued] 

McNamara agreed that Agent Morrissey, of the 
syndicate, had spent sometimes as high as $100 a 
day in entertainment of witnesses during the trial, 
and that he had spent $200 for a banquet to the 
jury and witnesses after the trial, but the 
Government's special agents said it would be 
difficult to find direct evidence of bribery. 

“Mr. McNamara reported that he was unable to 
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find evidence that would sustain a criminal 
indictment,” said the Attorney General, “and this 
opinion was concurred in by the district attorney at 
Seattle.” 

Prices “Pretty High.” 
The Attorney General admitted that the prices 

paid for its coal seemed “pretty high,” but he said 
he was not in a position now to recommend an 
indictment against any one. 

“Did Mr. McNamara, get permission to look at the 
books of these coal companies to see if they really 
did ‘divide the profits,’ as charged?” asked 
Representative Sterling. 

“I understood he did not get a chance to look at 
the books,” acknowledged the Attorney General. 

Hard to Pass on Case. 
“What is your own opinion as to this conspiracy?” 

asked Representative Littleton. 
“I have none now,” said Attorney General 

Wickersham. 
“So many charges have been brought against 

everybody in business or official life in Alaska that 
it is difficult to say.” 

What Led to Tilt. 
“What have you to say about this charge of 

Delegate Wickersham?” asked Representative 
Littleton.  “He charges in the record of his hearing: 

“’That the Attorney General purposely did shield 
and defend Alaska syndicate criminals from 
punishment for crimes against the Government in 
this specific instance and also in other instances 
wherein I personally gave him the evidence which 
would justify him in finding indictments.’” 
“That is absolutely untrue,” said the Attorney 
General, thereby bringing on the tilt between 
himself and Delegate Wickersham, and the 
promise of each of them to “make good” next 
Monday. 

-26th – 
The President sent in a special message today 
denouncing Miss Abbott’s “Dick to Dick” letter story 
as a malicious fabrication and making a general 
defense of his action in the Controller Bay case. 
It is a pretty strong document because he confined 

it largely to denying something of an immaterial 
kind - which could not be proved.  To those who 
really know it seems a case of special pleading by 
a man who is badly hurt by the truth. 

Diary 19, 1911 
July 27 

-27th – 
Pinchot was in to see me today and also came out 
in the Times with an attack upon Taft declaring his 
Controller Bay message to be a very poor 
explanation for an obviously bad act of 
administering the public lands by giving another 
harbor to the Big Interest.  Really, while I am 
strongly opposed, yet I think Taft made a very 
skillful defense. 
The Phil. Record and some of the Eastern papers 
are denouncing me as a bad man, and saying that 
I am fighting the Gugg. interests because they 
would not employ me as their Attorney.  Same old 
story.  Well, let 'em holler. 

Diary 19, 1911 
July 28 

-28th – 
Busy all week in preparing my further arraignment 
of the Atty. Genl. for next Monday.  I expect to 
have a hot time, and I learn they are hoping to 
break my story down like they have Miss Abbott’s 
“Dick to Dick letter” Story.  But unlike her I have a 
record, and they cannot get me quite as hard. 
Met Brandeis and Pinchot today and talked over 
the Controller Bay situation with them.  Brandeis is 
to have charge of the presentation of the matter 
before the Graham Committee beginning again in 
Oct. - and I intend to give him all the aid and 
assistance I can.  We intend to down Bill Taft. 

Diary 19, 1911 
July 28 

28 
Editorial work of this kind is being done by such 
papers as the Philadelphia Record, from which this 
editorial was taken. [see below]  It is quite evident 
that somebody is getting hurt & they intend to 
minimize my influence.  I also got a letter from 
friends in Tacoma saying that a man from the New 
York Times was there looking up the old woman 
case - sure they are getting hurt. 
 
[clipping]  
Why Wickersham is in Congress. 

Delegate Wickersham has been making more 

 31



Alaska State Library – Historical Collections         Diary of James Wickersham  
MS 107 BOX 3  DIARY 19  Apr. 20, 1911 through Oct. 18, 1911 

noise than ever since be reached the House of 
Representatives than his personal merits or the 
importance of Alaska justified. He has gone up and 
down the corridors of the Capitol roaring 
execrations upon the Department of justice and the 
Department of the Interior and the Senate.  He has 
been yelling for help to save poor Alaska from 
soulless combinations.  He has been hurling the 
“shorter and uglier word” at Senator Nelson and 
the Attorney General and everybody else who did 
not jump around at his bidding. 

Delegate Wickersham’s presence in Congress 
and his excessive vocal activity there have been 
explained by a letter and a dispatch given to the 
public by Mr. Joslin, president of the Tanana Valley 
Railroad in Alaska. The letter was written by 
Wickersham three years ago to Stephen Birch, 
representing the Guggenheim interests offering to 
act as their general counsel for $15,000 a year.  He 
did not get the appointment, and later he sent a 
dispatch to Captain Jarvis, also connected with the 
Guggenheims, announcing that he intended to run 
for Congress, and to make the connection between 
this and the letter to Birch even more evident he 
added the inquiry, “Where is Birch?” 

Even this suggestion of his newly awakened 
political ambitions failed to secure the desired 
retainer, and it is not a violent inference of Mr. 
Joslin that Wickersham sought the election of 
delegate in order to make things interesting for the 
capitalists who did not adequately appreciate the 
value of his services. 
The Attorney General characterized one of his 
statements to his face as a falsehood, and 
challenged him to prove it.  He promised he would 
do so.  The House Judiciary Committee will receive 
any evidence he may have to support his charges 
against the Department of Justice.  But the 
effectiveness of his war on the Guggenheims is 
somewhat impaired by evidence that he not only 
sought employment by them, but let them know in 
ample time to change their minds that he was 
intending to seek election to Congress. 

Diary 19, 1911 -29 – 

July 29 Have just tonight completed my statement which I 
intend to read Monday before the Judiciary Com. 
against the Atty. Genl.’s refusal to prosecute 
Alaska Syndicate criminals -Jarvis, Carson, Boyle, 
Hawkins, Boryer [Boyer] etc. for corrupting the 
administration of Justice in Alaska. 
I do not anticipate anything from it much, but it is at 
least a protest & a public one at that, against his 
indifference to their criminal actions in our territory.  
Of course, it will get me into a devil of a row - but 
I'm used to that 

Diary 19, 1911 
July 30 

-30th – 
Sunday but I have worked all day in the office 
preparing my arraignment of the Attorney General 
& the Administration for shielding & protecting 
Alaska Syndicate – Morgan-Guggenheim criminals 
in Alaska. 
I realize that I am on a troubled sea and that the 
great powers I am fighting may sink my small craft 
- but damn 'em.  I'll swim for it if they do.  I have 
been very careful and have only included changes 
which can be proven by records and not by oral 
testimony - they are bitter and true - Sent a 
completed copy tonight 
to Clayton, Chairman of the Judiciary Com. at his 
request - he wants to be careful, yes? 

Diary 19, 1911 
July 31 

-July 31st 1911 – 
A strenuous Day – Satisfied. 
 
[clipping]  

FACES HIS ACCUSER 
Attorney General Denies State- 

ments by Alaskan Delegate. 
LATTER    IS    CRITICISED 

Committee Members Regard “Proofs” 
of Charges as Insufficient. 

MR. LITTLETON IS EMPHATIC 
Committee to Decide Whether to Ask 

House for Authority to Con- 
tinue Inquiry. 

With Attorney General Wickersham and Delegate 
Wickersham of Alaska facing each other, the 
delegate was sharply criticized in the House 
judiciary committee today for alleged insufficiency 
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of what the delegate declared was proof the 
Attorney General “did purposely shield and defend 
Alaska syndicate criminals against punishment.” 

Representative Sterling suggested that Delegate 
Wickersham’s charges indicated only failure of the 
Department of Justice to prosecute. 

“Oh, he has gone way beyond that,” interrupted 
Attorney General Wickersham. 

“Yes,” said Delegate Wickersham, “I insist there 
was a deliberate attempt to protect.” 

The delegate declared that United States 
Marshal H.K. Love, who figured in the Cunningham 
coal land cases, had discharged a deputy named 
Bowers, who was also jailer at Kodiak, because he 
“wouldn’t give up the graft.” 

“He wouldn’t pay Love $100 a month out of what 
he received for the board of prisoners,” the 
delegate explained. 

Reads a Long Brief 
Delegate Wickersham read to the committee a 

long brief presenting his case.  He charged before 
the committee that the Attorney General “purposely 
did shield and defend Alaska Syndicate criminals 
from punishment for crimes against the gov-
ernment.”  and that he “refused to prosecute them 
for fraud and perjury committed in robbing the 
government treasury and permitted the statute of 
limitations to run in their favor.” 

After Delegate Wickersham today had completed 
his discussion of one of the alleged frauds 
concerning which he presented evidence to the 
Attorney General and on which he says the 
Attorney General refused to act, he was asked by 
Representative Martin Littleton of New York if he 
thought he had proven his charge so far as that 
particular case in question was concerned. 

“I think I have,” replied the delegate, “don’t you?” 
“I do not,” Mr. Littleton declared with emphasis. 
Then the committee became involved in a 

discussion as to whether the delegate should be 
permitted to proceed or whether it was necessary 
for the committee to secure specific authority from 
the House to continue the inquiry into the Attorney 
General’s conduct.  It was finally decided to permit 

the delegate to present his case and the Attorney 
General to reply.  The committee will then consider 
the question of whether a real investigation into the 
conduct of the Attorney General is demanded by 
the facts brought out. 

Delegate Wickersham started out by declaring 
that his charge that the Attorney General “did 
purposely shield and defend” Alaska syndicate 
criminals from prosecution, was made deliberately. 

“I have no apologies to make for the statement,” 
he said, “and I am here to back it up.” 

“Have you any proof to back up your 
statements?” inquired Representative Carlin of 
Virginia.  The delegate replied that he had. 

“Is there any new matter in your statement 
concerning frauds in Alaska?” inquired 
Representative Howland of Ohio. 

“Nothing that the Attorney General has not had in 
his possession for a year,” the delegate answered. 

“Not True,” Says Attorney General. 
“That is not true,” interrupted the Attorney 

General. 
“Well,” said the delegate, “then for a reasonable 

length of time.” 
“That modifies the importance of the fact,” 

suggested the Attorney General. 
Then fraudulent contract between one of the 

Alaska syndicate companies and an outside 
concern, by which the government is alleged to 
have been defrauded out of about $50,000 in the 
purchase of coal for its forts in the territory.  He 
became involved in a wrangle with half a dozen 
members of the committee, republican and 
democratic, as to whether the deliveries of the coal 
under the alleged fraudulent contract did not 
constitute overt acts and thereby postpone the 
operation of the statute of limitations.  This is the 
Attorney General’s belief.  The delegate takes the 
contrary view. 
The committee at noon took a recess until 1:30 
p.m. 

Diary 19, 1911 
August 1 

-Aug 1st, 1911 – 
This is the kind of thanks one gets for trying to 
protect Alaska from the grafters and Big Interests. 
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Still, I am doing some good. 
 
[clipping]  

ALASKAN CHARGES 
PUT UP TO HOUSE 

Committee to Report Evi- 
dence Regarding Fraud 

Without Recommendation 
Two Wickershams Face to Face 

Have 
Frequent Clashes-Dele- 

gate Once 
Offered Services 

WASHINGTON, D.C., July 31.- Following general 
charges and denials between the two 
Wickershams-the Attorney General and the 
delegate from Alaska-the House Committee on 
Judiciary decided late today that it had no power to 
do anything bur report the evidence to the House.  
It will report early tomorrow Delegate 
Wickersham’s resolution calling on the Attorney 
General to furnish all the papers and data bearing 
on the alleged frauds in connection with 
government contracts.  The committee will not 
recommend that the House investigate Delegate 
Wickersham’s charges that Attorney General 
Wickersham shielded and protected Alaska 
syndicate criminals. 

Offer From Guggenheims 
In a hearing enlivened with frequent and bitter 

clashes between the two Wickershams, it 
developed that the delegate from Alaska had 
offered his legal services in 1908 to the 
Guggenheim interests in the Northwestern 
Commercial Company for a salary of $15,000 a 
year and the maintenance of office headquarters in 
Seattle.  Continuing he said: 

“Stephen Birch wrote to me, in 1908 and asked if 
I would take position as counsel for the 
Northwestern Commercial Company.  I said I 
would take a place as their counsel for an annual 
salary of $15,000 they to equip offices in Seattle, 
said Mr. Wickersham.  “After I answered the letter 
nothing more was said about it and they employed 

other attorneys.  If they had paid me what I asked I 
would have been their attorney, and I think would 
have saved them a whole lot of trouble.” 

Against Criminal Acts 
“How?” asked Representative Littleton, of New 

York. 
“Through my advice to them to keep away from 

criminal practices.” 
The Alaskan delegate renewed his statements 

that the Attorney General had shielded and 
protected breakers of the law who represented the 
Guggenheim interests in Alaska. Members of the 
Judiciary Committee frequently called upon him to 
prove statements he made, and in some cases 
challenged the efficiency of his proof. 

Not Proven, Says Wickersham 
Attorney General Wickersham declared that the 

Alaskan delegate’s charges called for vigorous 
denial from government officials. 

“He has seen fit to make charges against me 
which it was his duty to prove before this 
committee if he could do so,” said the Attorney 
General; “and I submit to the committee that he 
has not proved his statements.” 

The Alaska delegate repeatedly criticized the 
officials of Alaska, said the Guggenheims “owned 
the government” there, and made general charges 
of the officials being influenced by them.   
He sought to prove that United States Marshal H.K. 
Love had extradited money from his deputy 
Marshals by making them “divide graft” contained 
in the profit from boarding prisoners.  The 
government allows $3 per day for each prisoner. 

Legalized Graft. 
Attorney General Wickersham produced two 

official reports to show that the whole matter had 
been investigated, and the whole system of taking 
profit out of the prisoners per diem allowance was 
fully recognized and considered a form of 
“legalized graft.” 

“It was a bad practice, and I abolished it as soon 
as I found out about it,” said the Attorney General, 
“but it was not illegal.” 

Delegate Wickersham criticized the Attorney 
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General because he had not brought prosecutions 
on the Cunningham coal claims and the latter 
retorted that no proof had been furnished him upon 
which he could proceed.  The delegate declared 
everybody was against him in Alaska, that the Taft 
administration had taken away his official 
patronage and that the 
Guggenheim interests voted 800 railroad men 
illegally in Cordova in an attempt to defeat him. 

Diary 19, 1911 
August 2 

-Aug 2nd – 
My attack on the Atty. Genl. will not avail me much. 
Of course, the Committee reported the Resolution 
to the House, but the breakdown in the Controller 
Bay matter and the vigor of the President’s 
message on that has frightened the Democrats & 
they will not stand fire. 
While they sympathize with me on the general fight 
against the Alaska Syndicate in its efforts to secure 
a monopoly of Alaska’s resources yet they are 
afraid of the whole Alaska situation and won’t 
assume any responsibility on account of anything 
Alaskan. 

Diary 19, 1911 
August 2 

2 
The result is that I am practically deserted in my 
attack - so like the Democrats, I shall quietly bide a 
wer until I see a latter chance to use the club which 
in the meantime I shall gently hold beneath my 
coat. 

Today I am preparing the report for the Com. on 
Ter. on my elective legislative bill, and if I can get 
that signed & returned to the House - I am then 
ready to go home.  Recd, telegram from Debbie 
today & answered saying that I'll go to Alaska.  She 
is at Sands Hotel, Tacoma & all is well - I'll go by 
St. Louis & see Darrell. 

Diary 19, 1911 
August 3 

-Aug 3rd  – 
Am now packing & preparing to go home 
tomorrow.  Chairman Flood has promised me that 
he will report my elective legislative bill favorably 
early next week - I prepared the (or another A) 
form of what I desired in the report & gave it to him 
today.  I have done everything I can do & will go 
home - to Fairbanks & stay there till next 
December. 

My own private affairs are getting into dilapidated 
shape & need care and attention. 
Everything in the office is up to date and I'll leave 
Tom Cole here - he is not a clever clerk - but I cant 
aid the matter now. 

Diary 19, 1911 
August 4 

-4th – 
Everything finished - bills paid - Ry. Ticket bought 
& I go at 6:45 this evening.  Left Tom Cole in the 
office - Tom is a good boy but utterly 
unaccustomed to such work - but since I sent for 
him & brought him on here I intend to let him 
remain until next winter anyway.  When I left 
Washington this evening it was raining hard.-  

-5th- 
Came over the Penn. Ry. through Ohio, Ind. & Ill. -
through Columbus, Terre Haute, Vandalia. 
Reached St. Louis this evening - train ahead of 
time and as I went to the Jefferson Hotel - Darrell 
came in 10 minutes - Took dinner with me & then 
took me out riding in his automobile.  Saw 
newspaper men.  

Diary 19, 1911 
August 6 

St. Louis, Aug 6th, 1911 
St. Louis Republic has this to say today. 
 
[clipping] 

WICKERSHAM VISITS 
HIS SON IN ST. LOUIS 

Territorial Delegate, Return- 
ing to Alaska, Says He's 
Had Enough of Congress 

LEGISLATURE IS NEEDED 
Business at Standstill Because 

of Inadequate Laws, He 
Declares 

“Capital is getting a monopoly on the great 
undeveloped resources of Alaska - the natural 
Wealth of the country which should be enjoyed by 
all of the people, instead of favored interests,” 
declared James Wickersham, territorial delegate in 
Congress from that Territory, when seen in his 
room at Hotel Jefferson by a reporter for The 
Republic yesterday. 

Delegate Wickersham, who is on his way from 
Washington, D.C., to his home in Fairbanks, 
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Alaska, will remain in this city a couple of days, 
during which time he will visit with his son, 
Lieutenant D. S. Wickersham, of the local Navy 
Recruiting Station. 

“I do not want another term in Washington, he 
said.  -I will have had enough when my present 
term expires.” 

Speaking of conditions in Alaska and the recent 
Controller Bay controversy, Mr. Wickersham said: 

“The Guggenheim interests and others are 
seeking to control the mineral and other natural 
resources of Alaska.  They would take from the 
people the wealth of the Territory and appropriate it 
to their own uses.  As their delegate in Congress it 
behooves me to protect the interests of the people 
of the Territory against such encroachments upon 
their rights. 

Wants Territorial Legislature. 
I did not start the Controller Bay investigation, as 

everyone knows - that matter was called to the 
attention of Congress and the public by Senator La 
Follette of Wisconsin.  I would gladly welcome the 
closing for all time of all controversies which have 
arisen over that matter if the people of Alaska 
could only get a little much desired legislation. 

“As you know, we have no territorial law-making 
body in Alaska such as the other territories of the 
American Union have.  The only law-making 
bodies in the territory are the town councils of the 
fifteen incorporated towns.  Congress makes all 
our laws for us and that body has been very slow in 
the past in rendering the service in this direction it 
should.  We should have a territorial legislature. 

“Congress has gone slowly in this matter for the 
simple reason that a majority of the members of 
that body have been ignorant of our needs and not 
familiar with the true state of affairs in the territory.  
As a result of this tardiness Alaska has suffered.  
Business and the development of the territory’s 
great natural resources has been greatly retarded 
during the past half dozen years. 

Hopes Fisher Will Solve Problem. 
“Secretary Fisher, who is now in the West, will go 

to Alaska in August.  I hope when he returns to 

Washington he will be able to report to President 
Taft some feasible plan for untangling the difficul-
ties with which the country has been beset and 
which has greatly retarded its grows and 
development. I hope Secretary Fisher's report will 
be the means of permitting the people of Alaska to 
have a chance. 

“Because of a lack of legislation for the people, 
for the past five or six years, everything in Alaska 
has been well-nigh at a standstill.  Fishing and gold 
mining are about the only industries which have 
thrived during that time. 

“In spite of these conditions, Alaska with her 
64,356 population had a trade last year with the 
United States which amounted  to $52,000,000.  
Twenty million dollars of Alaskan gold was sent to 
the United States last year to purchase food and 
clothing and $12,000,000 worth of fish was 
exported.  Alaska last year had a bigger cash trade  
per capita with the United States than any other of 
the possessions of our country. 

Points to Alaska’s Resources. 
“We have more gold in Alaska than there is in 

Colorado and California combined.  We have more 
coal, and a better grade of it, than in West Virginia, 
Pennsylvania and Ohio combined, and we have 
more marketable fish in Alaskan waters than there 
are in all the rest of the world. 

“In the years 1904 and 1905 residents of Alaska 
went inland and took up a number of coal claims.  
These claims amount to hundreds of acres and the 
wealth of them, if developed, would amount to 
millions of dollars. 

“In 1907 President Roosevelt withdrew nearly all 
the coal claims which had been taken up by 
Alaskans and would not permit those taking them 
to ‘prove up’ their rights.  In 1908 when Ballinger 
became Secretary of the Interior the charge was 
made that he was the paid attorney of certain 
‘interests’ which sought to exploit the country’s 
resources. 

Progress Retarded, Business Stagnated. 
“For six years these coal claims have remained 

undecided.   The result has been that the coal 
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resources have not begun to be developed, 
progress has been retarded and business 
stagnated.  Recently, however, a few of these 
claims have been disposed of by the Interior 
Department. 

“The failure to settle these claims, among other 
things, has retarded railroad building in the 
territory.  Development along all lines has been 
kept back. 

“Yes, I am a native of Illinois.  I feel that I am very 
much at home in St. Louis.  My grandfather was a 
resident of “Looking-glass Prairie” in the Sucker 
State when Charles Dickens, the great English 
author visited America and made a tour overland 
across the country. 

Congressional Delegate Wickersham went to 
Alaska fourteen years ago.  He has practiced law 
since that time in Fairbanks with the exception of 
the time he has spent as the representative of the 
territory in Congress. He is now serving his second 
term as Territorial Delegate. 

Diary 19, 1911 
August 6 

-Aug 6 – 
Sunday and had a fine visit with Darrell.  He has a 
roadster automobile and we had some good rides 
in the Park last night and today - went out to drive 
Creve Couer Lake - etc. 
Visited his office & generally took in St. Louis with 
him.  He is as well satisfied as one could expect, 
but like most naval officers is inclined to quarrel 
with fate because he cannot marry & have a home. 
So many naval officers grow despondent & some 
commit suicide - but think he is well balanced - he 
declares he will not marry while in the navy - etc. 
Will leave tonight at 11 p.m. over the Burlington 
route for Seattle.  Took lunch with Darrell & he 
dinner etc. with me. 

Diary 19, 1911 
August 7 

- 7th – Monday 
Reached Kansas City this morning - had an hour & 
took a good automobile ride.  Then off up the East 
bank of the Mo. River - passed Wyandot (Kansas 
City, Kan) Quindaro, and Delaware, but too far 
over to see the old towns where I spent the 
summer of 1868. 

-8th – Tuesday  

Reached the N.P. at Huntley Junction.  Evidently 
something is causing the Atty Genl & his assistants 
in Seattle to hurry up some indictments - possibly it 
is because of my attack & the Statute of 
Limitations. 
 
[clipping]  
FEDERAL GRAND JURY IS  

ORDERED TO MEET AT ONCE 
Tacoma, Aug. 8.- For the first time in the history 

of the federal court here, a special grand jury has 
been ordered for duty on less than three days' 
notice, and it is believed the jury may be asked to 
go into the coal land controversy in Alaska. 
Judge C.H. Hanford of the federal court sent a 
telegram from Seattle yesterday to court officials in 
Tacoma ordering the grand jury to assemble 
Thursday morning.  Federal officials in Tacoma 
have received no word as to the nature of the 
cases to be considered, but the report that it will be 
an Alaskan investigation has arisen from the fact 
that Special Prosecutor Townsend, who is to 
handle the investigation, is a special assistant to 
the Attorney General of the United States, 
appointed more than a year ago to investigate the 
Alaska cases. 

Diary 19, 1911 
August 9-10 

- 9th - Wednesday 
Butte - Spokane - going downgrade. 

-10th - Thursday 
Reached Seattle this morning and Debbie met me 
at Rainier Grand. 
Things here are in a bad shape.  The Seattle 
papers are attacking me viciously. - but the Times 
& P.I. and misquoting - suppressing and 
deliberately lying to me hurt and detriment. 
There is much feeling in the attacks, and it is 
evident that I hurt their employers & the Taft 
politicals more than I thought.  Much interest is 
being taken in the U.S. Grand Jury in Tacoma - it is 
very secret & an air of mystery is maintained - it is 
important. 

Diary 19, 1911 
August 11 

-Aug 11th Friday – 
The U.S. Grand jury is a very interesting item just 
now - I do not know what it means & cannot find 
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out what it is investigating.  Secretary Fisher 
reached Seattle and is being wined and dined- 
They are doing their best to “con” him but he 
declines to commit himself - and just talks glittering 
generalities and grins.  He is, of course, for an 
Alaska leasing system for our coal - which I do not 
approve. 
 
[clipping]  

GRAND JURY TOLD 
TO GUARD SECRET 

Special Inquisitors Assemble 
In Tacoma and Pick 

Foreman 
WAS CALLED IN HASTE 

Circumstances Give Rise to Belief 
That Important Prosecutions Are 

Planned by Government 
TACOMA, Aug. 11.- Preserving the greatest 

secrecy, the federal grand jury specially 
summoned on three days’ notice began its 
deliberations today.  Judge C. H. Hanford and 
Judge Hodgkin were on the bench. The 
instructions to the grand jury were given by Judge 
Hanford, and were brief.  He enjoyed them to 
maintain secrecy as to all matters brought before 
them for consideration. 

D.D. Calkins, of Tacoma, a real estate man, son 
of the late Judge Calkins, was appointed foreman.  
There are twenty-one men on the grand jury, 
which, it is understood, will be in session until the 
middle of next week, and then reconvene in 
September for further consideration of criminal 
business. 

B.D. Townsend, special assistant of the attorney 
general; Elmer E. Todd United States district 
attorney, and Charles T. Hutson, assistant United 
States attorney, all refused to give the slightest 
intimation as to the nature of the inquiry. 

That the cases under investigation are of an 
unusually serious nature, and that the grand jury 
was called on account of the statute of limitations, 
was not denied by the attorneys. 

Diary 19, 1911 -Aug 12th - Saturday 

August 12 Went up to Buckley this morning (in Tacoma) and 
spent the day with Mother.  I have been paying a 
man $3500 per month to work for her & he has 
done much to make the place presentable  - a 
good gardener, well kept lawn, etc.  Visited Uncle 
Tom & Aunt Kate – etc.  Mother came down on 
evening train with me – Charlie Hanson, and Jans 
children also, & Jan met us at Tacoma & took all 
but me out to their cottage on the beach at 
Stillacoom for over Sunday. 
 
The U.S. Grand Jury is still mysterious and 
excitingly interesting, for it is 

Diary 19, 1911 
August 12-13 

-Aug 12th Saturday – 
Working overtime & the papers announcing that it 
will remain in session tonight until indictments are 
returned on account of the running of the Statute of 
Limitations.  That sounds familiar!  We cannot learn 
what they are investigating, but I assume that the 
papers are correct when they say it relates to the 
Alaska coal cases. 

-13th - Sunday 
The papers this morning say that an indictment 
was returned by the Grand Jury last night at 10:30 
p.m. and that the Statute of Limitations would run 
at 12 oclock – an hour & a half to spare!  Verily the 
Attorney General needed the kick I gave him. 

Diary 19, 1911 
August 13 

13 
Went out to Stilacoom this morning – Charlie 
Hanson came in after Debbie & me – and we 
remained all day -  Stilacoom is getting to be quite 
a resort – but when the N.P.R.R. completes its line 
of tracks along the water front it will spoil it. 
The Seattle P-I- has a cartoon today – a map of 
Alaska, while I stand in front of it daubing it with 
black – mud – or paint – and the legend “Delegate 
Wickersham – I wonder if I have made it black 
enough!”  Both the papers have attacks on me 
almost daily – the reporters of both and a few hired 
publicity agents do nothing else than stand around 
the hotels scolding & attacking me. 

Diary 19, 1911 
August 14 

-14th - 
[clipping] 

HOUSE CALLS FOR 
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ALASKA DOCUMENTS 
Papers Produced by Attorney General 

Before Committee Will Go to 
Whole Body. 

WASHINGTON, D.C. Aug. 14-The house today 
relieved the judiciary committee of a perplexing 
problem when it adopted a resolution 
recommended by the committee, calling upon 
Attorney General Wickersham for letters, 
documents and affidavits in connection with 
Alaskan affairs. 

The attorney general already had produced the 
papers before the committee, but it considered 
itself without authority to receive them.  So the 
house decided to receive them and will refer them 
to the committee on expenditures in the 
department of justice probably on Monday. 

 
The House adopted my resolution calling on the 
Atty Genl for information and referred the whole 
matter for investigation. 
It could do nothing more! so that I win. on that fight 
through the papers here give me nothing but abuse 
for it. Well one expects a fight  to be a fight. 
I learned today that the Grand Jury at Tacoma was 
actually engaged in hearing Douglas & the charges 
made by him & repeated by me to the Judiciary 
Com. against the Guggs. for frauds in the coal 
contracts in Alaska. (Over) 

Diary 19, 1911 
August 14 

-14- 
[clipping] 

MYSTERY POINTS 
TO H. J. DOUGLAS 

Former Guggenheim Auditor 
Believed to Have Been Wit- 
ness Before Federal Jury. 

H.J. Douglas, formerly auditor of the 
Guggenheim syndicate in Alaska, is believed to 
have been the mysterious witness who testified 
before the federal grand jury which returned an 
indictment Saturday night. 

The name “H.J. Douglas, San Francisco,” 
appears on the Tacoma Hotel register of Saturday.  
However, the guest spent yesterday in Seattle, and 

had not returned her at 1 o’clock this morning.  At 
the hotel it was said he had not been checked out 
and that his room was still engaged by him. 

Special Assistant Attorney General B.D. 
Townsend, who conducted the inquiry before the 
jury, refused to either affirm or deny that the former 
Guggenheim auditor had testified. 

Warrants Not Served. 
United States Marshal Crosby said last night he 

had not received any warrants for service based on 
Saturday night’s indictment.  Special Assistant 
Townsend explained that it was not unusual to hold 
an indictment secret for some time before a 
warrant based on it was issued.  However, all 
officials connected with the case maintained 
secrecy regarding all its phases. 

H. J. Douglas was auditor of the Guggenheim 
syndicate until the fall of 1909, and a man fully in 
the confidence of the company.  At that time he 
was forced to resign his position as the result of 
friction between himself and Capt. Jarvis, the 
personal representative of J. P. Morgan. 

Douglas Accused Jarvis 
Douglas, as auditor, accused Jarvis of improper 

use of funds in connection with the famous Hazey 
murder case, in which Ed Hazey and George 
Hazlett, in command of Guggenheim forces, were 
charged with causing the death of construction 
employees of rival companies.  Jarvis was said to 
have used money to defend Hazlett and Hazey. 

This led to a clash between Jarvis and Douglas, 
and the latter was eventually forced to resign.   
When he left he took with him photographs of 
alleged vouchers for the expenditures as well as 
other papers which are said to have furnished the 
chief evidence in the recent changes of Alaskan 
Delegate Wickersham against Attorney General 
Wickersham.  Douglas was very bitter against 
Jarvis and the syndicate in general, and the 
introduction of a resolution in congress, June 21, 
on evidence submitted by Douglas is generally 
thought to be at least partly responsible for the 
suicide of Jarvis the next day. 

Douglas has been active in similar cases since 
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that time. 
Will See Secretary. 

Special Assistant Townsend will leave today for 
Seattle.  There he will see Secretary of the Interior 
Fisher.  He has planned to take a trip to Alaska, but 
said he may have to call it off, as he has received a 
summons to Portland and Southern California.  He 
will return to Tacoma in two months. 

“I cannot tell you when warrants on the 
indictments will be served,” said Mr. Townsend.  
“My trip to Seattle to see Secretary Fisher does not 
necessarily mean that the present case has to do 
with Alaskan matters.  It is merely a courtesy to the 
secretary.  I wish to talk over some Alaska coal 
cases now pending with him.  I had intended to 
make a trip to Alaska for the purpose of 
investigating these cases up there, but may have 
to postpone it. 

 
So I was right in my surmise - the Atty. Genl. was 
kicked into calling the Grand Jury by telegraph - 
hurrying night sessions & securing an indictment 
only one & a half hours before the Statutes of 
Limitations barred the prosecution of the Gugg. 
thieves. 

Diary 19, 1911 
August 15 

-15th - 
[clipping]  

GRAND JURY IS 
STILL AT WORK 

H. J. DOUGLAS NOT TO BE 
FOUND 

Indications Point to Connection 
With Recent Disclosures 

of Wickersham. 
H.J. Douglas, former auditor for the Guggenheim 

interests and chief witness, it is said, in the federal 
grand jury investigation, was not to be found at the 
Hotel Tacoma yesterday nor elsewhere about the 
city.  The jury continued its sitting and is reported 
to have called several witnesses, most of them 
former Alaskans from Seattle.  Nearly all are said 
to be familiar with the alleged coal fraud episodes 
lately aired in congress by Delegate James 
Wickersham. 

It is said, however, by those who are familiar with 
the affairs in Alaska which caused Delegate James 
Wickersham to demand recently a congressional 
inquiry into the actions of the department of justice, 
the Alaskan delegate alleging that Attorney 
General George Wickersham asserted had 
defrauded the government, that the present 
indictment returned by the grand jury has an 
intimate connection with the cases alluded to by 
the Alaskan delegate. 

Douglas Supplied Thunder. 
It is known that H.J. Douglas supplied Delegate 

James Wickersham with most of the evidence 
which he presented to the congressional 
committee when he asked his hearing.  This 
evidence consisted of photographic copies of 
vouchers drawn by the Guggenheim syndicate. 

Some of these vouchers concerned an alleged 
attempt of the Guggenheim company and the J.J. 
Sesnor company to defraud the government by 
conspiring in combining and offering duplicate bids 
for the contract in supplying coal to a certain 
Alaskan fort.  Delegate Wickersham, acting on 
information given him by Douglas, asserted that 
the Sesnon company and the Guggenheims had 
defrauded the government of $50,000 in this 
manner. 

Delegate Wickersham charged that Capt. D.H. 
Jarvis, confidential agent of the Guggenheim 
interests and F.H. Bullock, auditor of the Sesnor 
company, were implicated in this deal.  Capt. Jarvis 
committed suicide in Seattle the day after 
Wickersham’s resolution authorizing the inquiry 
passed congress. 

 
A little tardy justice [referring to clipping below] - a 
lame acknowledgment that my charges in 
Washington has some foundation in fact.  But I get 
little satisfaction for K now prophesy that no final 
convictions will be had or even attempted in these 
& other cases - the Atty. Genl, & his  

Diary 19, 1911 
August 15 

15 
assistants will only add to the burden of their own 
wrong doing by securing convictions - they can add 
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to a criticism of me by failing - they can then say 
there was nothing in my charges. 

Saw Sec. of Interior Fisher in Seattle today and 
he asked me to go north to Juneau on the 
“Sampson” with him -but I told him I was going later 
on the “City of Seattle.” 
Went out yesterday with Debbie to see our land on 
the Puyallup valley - it is a fine piece of land, & is 
now worth $250. an acre.  It will support us after 
we get it cleared. 

Diary 19, 1911 
August 16 

-16th - 
We are back to the Rainier - Grand Hotel - I will go 
north - Debbie stays in Tacoma. 
No arrests yet in Coal Case, and no one yet knows 
who is indicted - but there can be no doubt. 
The Seattle papers are very anxious to find out 
whom the Grand Jury have indicted - no one yet 
knows - but I can now guess with certainty. 
 
[clipping] 

SECRET TRUE BILL 
STILL HANGS FIRE 

Mysterious Defendant Is Not 
Likely to Be Arrested 

at Once 
SIX MORE INDICTMENTS 

Grand Jury Turns to Cases of Smug- 
gling, Counterfeiting and 

White Slavery 
TACOMA, Aug. 15.- United States District 

Attorney Elmer E. Todd positively denied today that 
the indictment returned by the federal grand jury 
last Saturday was in connection with the Hasey 
murder case in Alaska. 

“Of course,” said Mr. Todd, “it would be highly 
improper for me to tell for whom this secret 
indictment was issued, for the warrant has not 
been served and will not be for some time, as 
service must be had outside of this jurisdiction.” 

Hazey Case Outlawed 
Mr. Todd added that in the Hazey case the 

statute of limitations bars prosecution. 
When asked if the indictment had anything to do 

with the charge made by Delegate Wickersham 

that the government had been defrauded out of 
$50,000 by collusion between the J.J. Sesnon 
Company and the late Capt. D. H. Jarvis, manager 
for the Guggenheim interests, in bidding on 
contracts to supply an Alaskan fort with coal, Mr. 
Todd smiled and said: 

“Well, you are pretty warm on the scent.” 
Six Indictments 

Six indictments were returned by the grand jury 
today.  No bill was found against Joe Smith, held in 
jail on suspicion of violating the immigration laws. 

Henry Weis, twice tried in Seattle for being a 
white slaver, was indicted again. 

Joe Rooth, Sam Spevak and Max Murphy were 
indicted for having  counterfeit money in their 
possession.  They pleaded guilty and were 
sentenced to two years each.  The others will plead 
tomorrow. 

In Session Today 
The grand jury will meet tomorrow and possibly 

the next day, adjourning then until September 19. 
H.J. Douglas, former auditor for the Guggenheim 

interests, who has figured largely in the gossip 
about the present special grand jury session, left 
today for Seattle, as did also Delegate James 
Wickersham, who made an unsuccessful effort 
Monday night to see Douglas at the Tacoma hotel. 

 
The Seattle papers are very anxious to find out 
whom the Grand Jury have indicted – no one yet 
knows – but I can now guess with certainty 

Diary 19, 1911 
August 17 

Aug 17th 
Here it is!! 
 
[clipping]  

CHAS. E. HOUSTON, 
JOHN H. BULLOCK, 

INDICTED, BAILED 
As Heads of Coal Companies 

They Are Accused of 
Plot to Defraud 

Government 
1908 ALLEGED TIME; 

ALASKA THE PLACE 
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Grand Jury Gives Its Endorsement 
to Charges Recently Made in Con- 
gress that Extortionate Price 
Was Charged for Coal for Forts as 
Result of Criminal Conspiracy 
Indicted jointly with John H. Bullock, former 

president of the John J. Sesnon Company, upon a 
charge of conspiring with Bullock and the late Capt. 
D.H. Jarvis to defraud the government by raising 
the price of coal in 1908, Charles H. Houston, vice 
president and general manager of the Pacific 
Coast Coal Company, was arrested yesterday 
afternoon by United States Deputy Marshal George 
Devenpeck upon a bench warrant from Tacoma.  
Bullock was arrested in Portland. 

Gives $2,500 Bond 
Houston was taken before United States 

Commissioner W.D. Totten and after furnishing a 
surety bond for $2,500, was released pending his 
appearance before Judge Hanford, at Tacoma on 
September 12. 

“The indictment is vague, and I really don’t know 
yet with what I am charged,” said Mr. Houston last 
night. 

“I presume, however, it is in connection with the 
sale of coal to the government by the Sesnon 
Company in 1908.  The Pacific Coast Coal 
Company is a partner of the Sesnon Company, but 
we have nothing to do with the selling end. 

Tells Connection With Case 
The Sesnon Company had a contract with the 

Dunsmuir mines in British Columbia and used our 
boats as far as possible to transport the coal.  We 
also own the ground at Nome on which the Sesnon 
Company has its lighterage plant and 
wharehouses.   

“The expense of tying up an enormous amount of 
coal during the winter at Nome is very heavy, and 
for that reason our company assisted in financing 
the undertaking.  Our coal was not suitable for 
Alaska mining, and the Sesnon Company was 
therefore obliged to go to British Columbia. 

“The coal was marketed by the Sesnon 
Company, and we had nothing to do with that part 

of the business.” 
Bullock’s Story 

John H. Bullock, who was arrested in Portland by 
United States Marshal Colwell yesterday upon the 
same charge, explained there that during the coal 
shortage of 1907 his company had a contract with 
Dunsmuir to furnish the company with 5,000 to 
50,000 tons yearly. 

At the time he contracted to deliver the 
government about 4,000 tons of coal, he said, 
navigation was very difficult to Nome, and with the 
shortage existing the price of coal was very high. 

He says he supposes that the high price charged 
for the coal is taken by the government to be 
evidence that a conspiracy existed to extort money 
from it. 

Competitive, He Says 
“In 1908, if I remember right,” he said, “there were 
three other bidders for the coal contract when I 
came down to see whether we secured it.  So far 
as I know, the transaction was open and above 
board and on a competitive bid basis.  I understood 
that the Sesnon Company got the contract 
because 

Diary 19, 1911 
August 17 

17th continued 
our price, after measuring the heat units, was the 
best. 

“So far as I know, that is all the government has 
to complain of in regard to my career in Alaska, 
and I do not know wherein they find anything upon 
which to base an indictment there.” 

Bullock Also Under Bond 
Bullock, who is now engaged in the importing 

business in Portland, was released upon furnishing 
$2,500 surety bond to appear before Judge 
Hanford, in Tacoma. 

The indictment charges that Bullock, the late D. 
H. Jarvis and Charles B. Houston conspired in 
1908 to defraud the government by causing to be 
submitted apparently competitive bids for coal for 
use at Fort Davis, St. Michael, and Liscum, in 
Alaska, which were really collusive bids, to bring 
about the awarding of the contract to the Sesnon 
Company. 
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The indictment also charges that Bullock and 
Jarvis afterwards conspired to suppress the 
evidence of the alleged fraud. 

Charges Made in Congress 
The charges in the indictment are similar to those 

made by Delegate James Wickersham in congress 
before Capt. Jarvis committed suicide.  It is 
believed that the indictments were largely based 
upon furnished by H.J. Douglas, former auditor of 
the Northwestern Commercial Company.  Douglas 
was a witness before the federal grand jury at 
Tacoma and submitted photographic copies of 
correspondence and checks to sustain his charges. 

Jarvis was formerly manager of the Northwestern 
Commercial Company, and during that time had 
difficulties with Douglas which led to the 
resignation of the latter. 

While Assistant Attorney General B.D. 
Townsend, who is handling the case for the 
government, refused to make a statement 
yesterday, it is believed that evidence will be 
introduced in an effort to show that after the 
contract was awarded to the Swenson Company at 
a price of $27 a ton when coal had been selling at 
$16 a tone, the Northwestern Commercial 
Company received a check for its share of the 
profits.  The amount out of which the government 
asserts it was defrauded is about $50,000.   

The penalty under the statute is two years in the 
penitentiary or a fine of $10,000. 
 
Well here is some result of my “Kick” at the Atty. 
Genl. & even the Seattle papers give me credit for 
the fact - but it only makes them more bitter.  The 
Alaska Syndicate newspaper - publicity bureau & 
lobby in Seattle is more active & vindictive - they 
are busily engaged in preparing vicious attacks on 
me & I am told that next winter I am to be the target 
for their mud - well, let ‘em go to it! 

Diary 19, 1911 
August 17 

-17th continued - 
Before I left Seattle tonight - and during banking 
hours today - I gave Debbie a check for $5,842.40 
my balance in the Dexter Horton Nat. Bank of 
which Parsons is Vice President.  Also gave her a 

check for $1300.00 in the Nat. Bank of Commerce 
at Tacoma, and she will lend the money through 
George T. Reid, of Tacoma on mortgage. 
Left Seattle tonight at 9:30 p.m. on the Steamer 
“City of Seattle for Fairbanks, Alaska (ticket to 
Fairbanks cost me $135.000.  Mr. & Mrs. J.E. 
Lathrop, of Wash. D.C. on boat – He is a 
newspaper man – represents La Folette & Pinchot. 

Diary 19, 1911 
August 18-21 

-18th - 
Gulf of Georgia & Seymour Narrows. 

-19th  
Reached Prince Rupert at 9 p.m. 

-20- 
Ketchikan this morning and Wrangell this 
afternoon. 

-21st - 
Taku glacier early this morning and Douglas & 
Juneau at noon.  Visited with Valentine, Ed Russell 
& my other friends.  Took dinner with them.  
Richardson here on his way -with other U.S. Army 
officers - to attend court martial of Lt. Sam C. 
Orchard, for embezzlement of Road 

Diary 19, 1911 
August 21-22 

21 
funds - $17,000 - at Ft. Seward at Haines.  
“Outlook” Magazine man - Hulbert - here also. 
Tried to see him but did not - but Val. & others will 
see him.  My friends in Ketchikan, Wrangell & 
Juneau are enthusiastic - friendly - O.K. 

-22- 
Haines - Ft. Seward - this morning early & 
Skagway at 9:30.  There is no boat out of 
Whitehorse till Thursday night - so will remain here 
until that time - Thursday morning etc.  Lunch 
today with Dickenson, Genl. Mgr. White Pass & 
Isom of the N.A.T.&T. Co. Visited with Dr. Keller 
and other friends. 

Diary 19, 1911 
August 22 

-22- 
Recd following telegram, 

“Washington D.C. Aug 21, 1911  
Hon James Wickersham, Skagway, Alaska 
Senator Poindexter and I reach Cordova 
September fifth steamer northwestern for personal 
examination Alaska questions.  Anxious for quiet 
trip with minimum of publicity covering ground as 

 43



Alaska State Library – Historical Collections         Diary of James Wickersham  
MS 107 BOX 3  DIARY 19  Apr. 20, 1911 through Oct. 18, 1911 

fully as possible.  Must return Seattle about 
October first.  Can you make preliminary 
arrangements for trip to Controller Bay and 
Cunningham claims, if necessary wire Washington 
or Hotel Washington Seattle. 

Gifford Pinchot. 
 

Gave John E. Lathrop, of Wash. D.C. 
newspaperman - a friend of Pinchot - copy of 
telegrams & he promised me to make 
arrangements and to meet Pinchot & Poindexter at 
Cordova etc.  Will wire them of arrangements.  
Wish I could go with them. 
 

Diary 19, 1911 
August 23 

-23rd - 
In Skagway all day.  Consulting with Dr. Keller, Le 
Fevere, etc, and Chas Heifner of Seattle and 
others about political situation. - also about Col. 
Richardson & his fight against T. Orchard - for 
embezzlement of the Alaska Road Fund.  We hope 
that the Orchard investigation will show what we all 
know to be true - that the Alaska Fund has been 
badly wasted owing to Richardson’s incompetency 
& general drunkenness.  Wrote some letters - 
rested & visited with business men of Skagway.   
Beautiful day but rain tonight. 

Diary 19, 1911 
August 24 

Aug -24th – 1911. 
MY 54th BIRTHDAY. 
Left Skagway at 9:30 on White Pass train & had a 
glorious trip over the mountains to Whitehorse. 
Quite a crowd of “Stampeders” from Skagway on 
board coming over to Caribou Crossing (Carcross) 
where the steamer “Gleaner” met them & took 
them down to Marsh Lake to a supposed new 
“strike” - placer. 
Reached Whitehorse at 5:30 & found the “Dawson” 
waiting for us.  Had dinner with Barney McGee at 
the “Commercial” & thence aboard the “Dawson.”  
Good accommodations & we left at midnight. 

Diary 19, 1911 
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-25th  - 
Lake LaBarge - 30 Mile River - Hootalinqua. 

-26th – 
Ft. Selkirk - the basaltic wall - White River at night - 
& Dawson in the morning. 

Sunday 27th 1911 
Dawson early in the morning.  Disappointed to find 
that the down river steamer “Sarah” left here 
yesterday morning at 9. and that we will have to 
wait for nearly a week for a boat.  Same 
experience last time I made this trip and hereafter I 
will go to Valdes route if I have to walk. 
Dinner this evening with Mr. E.A. Pretty who lived 
at my mothers house in Buck- 

Diary 19, 1911 
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27 
=ley years ago.  He is working for the Guggs in the 
Yukon Gold Fields -Co. and we are to go to the 
theater (?) Thursday evening. 
Poor old Dawson - her glory has departed.  But it 
was a glorious day while it lasted.  For ten years - 
1898 - 1908 it was a western frontier mining town 
with all that means. Life - bustle, brawls, saloons, 
gambling, wine, women, song, waste, gold, work, - 
a wild western day.  I am glad I saw it on that day - 
I saw Fairbanks in the same way - only more 
intimately.  Now Dawson is decaying -dying.  Gone 
are her miners, saloons, money, wine, women and 
work.  The old “joints” are falling down, the bushes 
are growing in her streets, and her glory has 
departed.  

Diary 19, 1911 
August 27 

-27- 
Her population has gone and tomorrow Judge 
Craig - one of her three territorial judges will go up 
the river on the “Dawson” (steamer) never to 
return.  Judge Dugas, the senior of the bench has 
also been retired & will go soon. 
The old creeks are quiet and deserted by the 
miners of '98, but the New York Guggenheim Co. is 
working the gravels with big dredges and cheap 
labor (Lord, how the early miners hated that word 
“cheap”) and in a few years even that will cease - 
and the lordly moose and the gentle caribou may 
again inhabit the Klondike without molestation.  It 
makes me positively sad to see a city - a mining 
camp city even - die a long lingering and painful 
death -but Dawson is dying 

Diary 19, 1911 
August 28-29 

-28th - 
Went down to the river and bid Judge Craig & his 
wife “good bye” at 10 a.m.  All Dawson was there - 
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it was a sad day.  Bought 2 doz. photos of '98 - 
1902 from Duclos -pictures of early rush - from 
Dyea - Bennett - Miles Canyon - LaBarge, 30 Mile - 
Dawson. 
No boat till next Friday - my! but it seems a month! 

-29th - 
Recd telegram from F.S. Gordon, mayor of 
Fairbanks saying 
“Welcome you here for exhibition and Fair 
September fourth fifth.  Can you reach Circle by 
launch, we’ll send horses, meet you fifty miles this 
side Circle, reach that  
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-29- 
point by buckboard, F.S. Gordon. 
I answered as follows: 
“No possible chance get Circle until steamer Susie 
Friday first.  Will advise you later if opportunity to 
make better time arises.  Hop your exhibition and 
fair great success.” 

Called on Governor of Yukon Territory and other 
officials - and this afternoon climbed to the summit 
of Mt Dawson 2200 feet above the town - Lt. 
Wood, U.S.A. accompanied me. 
Am buying a large number of photos of the early 
rush to Dawson - mines, houses, trail scenes, 
officials, saloons, ministers, prostitutes - the 
flotsam & jetsam of the Dawson of '98. 
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-30th - 
Lt. Wood, U.S.A. and I climbed to the summit 
yesterday & I am sore in the legs.  Spent the 
morning with Chas. Settlemier - present U.S. 
Consul Cole, Service the Yukon port, etc. 
 

-31st – 
Our boat will be in in two days - or later - Attended 
the “Honeymoon Trail” show tonight with Sheriff 
Eilbrick, Capt. Fitz-Horrigan, N.W.M.P. - Mr. Pretty 
and Lt. Wood- 
The “troupe” is at this hotel - in adjoining rooms - 
drunk.  Talk of oats on the back fence - they are 
just as noisy in adjoining rooms in King Edward 
Hotel - Dawson -no sleep tonight. 

Diary 19, 1911 
September 1-2 

-Sept. 1st - 
No boat yet - fine weather - waiting.  Attended 

theater tonight with Lt. Wood.  The Dawson 
Trading Co. engaged me to bring foreclosure etc. 
on mortgage in 40 Mile. 

-Sept. 2. - 
Str. “Whitehorse” down the river from Whitehorse 
at 9:30 & at 10:00 the Susie came from lower river.  
We go out on the “Susie” - down river - in the 
morning at 9 a.m. 
Have just bought 12 doz. photos of early days '97-
'98-'99 from Dyea to Dawson - and the creeks etc.  
Judge Cushman on the boat going from Fairbanks 
to Juneau - he has been holding court in 
Fairbanks. 

Diary 19, 1911 
September 3 

Sunday – 3rd - 
We left Dawson on the “Susie” at 9.a.m.  The N.C. 
manager sent me two bottles of liquor & two boxes 
of cigars - a year ago they forgot I was on earth.  
This time they gave me the “blue room,” the best 
on the boat - last year I had a small room on the 
upper deck near the cooks & pantrymen - fighting 
the Big Interests brings it to their notice that you 
are in the ring. 
Lt. Wood, Siemens, the advance agent for the 
Honeymoon Trail Opera Co. & a big crowd of 
people are on board.  Attended the show last night 
- I had a box & took Lt. Wood, 
Charlie Pond, & Dr {Heimlich}.  forgot his name. 

Diary 19, 1911 
September 3 

3 
Forty Mile at noon – Frank Grace, the N.C. Agent 
there.  Coal Creek power plant & railroad – 
Boundary – Eagle City at 4 o’clock.  Walked all 
over the old town with Mrs. Grant Myers.  All 
soldiers – except 7 Signal Service men – have 
gone & Fort Egbert is abandoned.  All our old 
friends, except U.G. Myers & wife, Mrs. Maddocks 
(Mifs Thompson), her brother Clyde & Cora, his 
wife & four children – gone.  The place is nearly 
abandoned.  Our old home of 1900-1901, is still in 
good shape & occupied.  I never come to Eagle 
that I do not feel sad – it seems as if I ought to find 
Howard there – I saw him last as he left me in 1901 
– at Eagle going out to Tacoma – to die – while I 
went to Nome – to fight & work. 

Diary 19, 1911 -4th - 
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September 4-5 Circle City - is almost deserted.  Abe Spring is 
Com. & will be also postmaster - Dobson will go 
out.  Frank Jewett & the N.C. have stores but the 
N.C. loaded all its liquors on our boat to go down to 
Fairbanks - and the old camp is to be deserted. 

-5th - 
Rampart is also deserted - the N. C. loaded its 
remaining merchandise on this boat at [and] has 
abandoned the town.  Rahmsdorf is the only store 
left- and Cap. Mayo is about the only remaining 
citizen.  The river from Eagle to Gibbon (Tanana) is 
practically deserted.  It makes me sad. 

Diary 19, 1911 
September 6 

-6th - 
We reached Ft. Gibbon last night about midnight 
and found the Steamer “Tanana” waiting for us.  
Saw Vautier & made the rounds of the town - 
Gibbon is growing nicely -it looks to me to be one 
of the permanent towns of the Territory on account 
of its position at the junction of the rivers. 
We reached Hot Springs this afternoon & loaded 
some vegetables & unloaded a lot of supplies etc. 
for the N.C. & which will establish its Rampart store 
here.  Beautiful day - a cloudless sky - & a 
wonderful sunset on the slopes of Mt McKinley 
which appears high above the southern horizon. 

Diary 19, 1911 
September 7-8 

-7th - 
We spent most of last night along side of a big 
barge above Tolovana river while the crew trucked 
much of its cargo to our load - then we took the 
barge on ahead & have started to push it to 
Fairbanks.  It will delay us a day - Weather fine. 

-8th - 
Had a long talk with Sam. Means, packer, 
photographer, mountaineer from Mt McKinley, at 
Dukes store, Nenana, last night.  He thinks it very 
doubtful of any of the Lloyd party got to the summit 
of McKinley.  Left the Barge and our boat will reach 
Chena by noon. Chena at noon Fairbanks — 
Nordale Hotel. 

Diary 19, 1911 
September 9-10 

-9th – 
Find my office “topsy-turvy” - but my mining 
interests - in quartz - good.  My placer claim on 
Eva Creek - a tributary of Ester Creek - is now 
supposed to be very valuable - but as usual there 

is an overlap by a subsequent Association Claim, 
which covert it - and will give us a law suit.  Writing 
letters. 

-10th - 
Sunday.  In the office all day writing letters and 
gathering the scattered strings of law & business. 
In 1907, C. W. Joynt, - my boy hood chum 
borrowed $700  from me - could not pay until today 
he gave me check for amount - no interest. 

Diary 19, 1911 
September 11-
12 

-11th – 
Collections on my matters here look good - 
Meeting of the Stockholders of the Tanana Quartz 
& Hydraulic Min. Co. at the Shaw Hotel today - the 
prospects of the Co. look good.  Deposited $1000 
in the 1st Nat. Bank today - Dick Woods & John 
McGinn may think that queer, - but it is not. 

-12th - 
Learned form Judge Overfield that he is beginning 
to supper from “Charges” - special agents of the 
Dept. of Justice have notified him that charges 
have been filed against him - the usual silly, 
overdrawn - charges that he is friendly to “liquor” 
men, that he appointed Abe Spring etc. etc.  He is 
much worked up over it and it may be serious, 
though silly. 

Diary 19, 1911 
September 11-
14 

-12th – 
I have rented two rooms across the hall from my 
office and rented some furniture from peoples & co. 
and filled them up for bedroom & sitting room and 
moved in today. 
The rooms at the Nordale were small and very 
uncomfortable, while these are large, nicely 
carpeted and as I have them filled, very 
comfortable. 

-14th - 
Took dinner with Mr. & Mrs. Crossley, in my house.  
The place looks good & well kept & the Crossley 
baby is bright.  Telegraphed today to Ruby City for 
George Smith & Paddy Daly, my witnesses in Ester 
Creek property over which I must have a law suit. 

Diary 19, 1911 
September 15 

-15th - 
Working in Office to clean up old matters.  Have 
attended stockholders meetings in the Tanana 
Quartz & Hydraulic Co. of Jupiter - Mars Mining 
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Co. - affairs look good & quartz prospects never 
better. 
Small talk around town is that Lady Overfield is not 
popular with the ladies - Judge Orr told me that he 
was not satisfied with Dillon as Comr. here at 
Fairbanks -Tozier & my political opponents are 
shouting his praises and are said to have great 
influence with him.  I am perfectly indifferent as to 
his actions - for the charges are being made 
against him & he will have enough to do. 

Diary 19, 1911 
September 18-
23 

-18th – 
Henry Roden leaves today for Iditarod. Henry is my 
law partner - but he is as uneasy as a hen about to 
lay an egg. He will make a good lawyer if he only 
stops in one place long enough.  Things going slow 
- people going out on last boats, etc. No court. Am 
getting ready to fight for my Eva Creek Claim - 
getting Henry Ray to make abstracts, etc. 

-23rd - 
Have been lazily working on office matters - 
attending mining meetings, talking with friends, etc. 
etc.  Waiting for my witnesses from Ruby City - in 
Eva Creek case. 

Diary 19, 1911 
September 25 

-25th - 
My old enemy Dodge came up to me today in the 
Owl Drug Store & shook hands, at once entered 
upon a vitriolic attack upon the “bunch of thieves 
which inhabits the court house.” - and wanted to 
talk to me further about how to get rid of them etc.  
Poor crazy Dodge - he denounced me in the same 
tone and manner for years - and will evidently 
continue to flay others until he is finally taken to the 
insane asylum.  He has a great capacity for harm & 
but little for good. 

The Sherman-Cleveland leg show is all the rage 
now -and the restaurants and cafes are noisy at 
night after performances with their “warblings” and 
drunken debauches. The “suckers” are numerous if 
not flush. 

Diary 19, 1911 
September 27 

-27th - 
Got off a lot of my letters etc. to Washington -
letters that I may need next winter in the “scrap” 
over Alaska matters. 

The Canadian election - called by Laurier - 

premier -to test the people on the United States - 
Canadian Reciprocity treaty resulted in the defeat 
of the treaty & Laurier.  It is a blow to Taft & his 
stand on reciprocity -the papers say that he is 
dismayed etc.  Glad to know it – that and his 
foolish & undiplomatic Alaskan policy ought - and I 
hope it will - cause his defeat next year. 
The Sherman - Cleveland Opera Co. after a “night 
of it” - left this morning for the outside.  We can 
now settle to work. 

Diary 19, 1911 
September 28-
29 

-28th – 
Sent Geo. Vautier $200. via N. Co. Co. & by 
telegraph today - in full of accounts. 
Working hard on my Eva-Ester creek claim - Paddy 
Daly Bench - to get the title straightened up - it 
seems rich etc. 

-29th - 
Mail from Outside - Lizzie & her mother came in 
also & a large number of other people on the last 
boat down river from Dawson. 

Notice from Circuit Court of Appeals today that I 
had won the case of Belsea v Tindall & Finn. - I am 
pleased 
Davidson, the surveyor, & George Smith surveyed 
the Daly Bench on  

Diary 19, 1911 
September 29 

-29th - 
Ester & Eva Creeks for me today - found every 
stake - no trouble. 

Got a lot of mail - letters from Debbie & Margaret 
-the latter about her case, etc. 
The business men - the Commercial Club gave me 
a “smoker” last night & we talked about matters of 
local & territorial interest.  I made a short speech - 
and today have drawn an ordinance which the City 
Council will pass hoping to prevent the building of 
the “Detention Hospital for the Insane” on top of the 
rotten old wooden jail - for $4000, and thereby 
abandoning our scheme of securing a good govt. 
Hospital in ample grounds for future growth. 

Diary 19, 1911 
October 2-9 

-October. 2nd – 
Went out to Eva Greek - (Ester Creek) today & 
surveyed my placer claim - the old Paddy Daly 
Bench No 2 Bench, off Ester Creek - opposite 3 
below.  The people who have overlapped us with a 
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subsequent location followed us around all day & 
watched & argued in favor of their own claim.  It 
looks as if we were to have a fight for title. 

-9th – 
Am taking active daily exercise - boxing etc.  
Getting the business of my office in shape - 
Beautiful fall - no snow & farmers on edge of town 
plowing today - warm, rivers wide open - fine 
hunting - a glorious fall. 

Diary 19, 1911 
October 9 

-9th - 
Oct 9, 1911 
[clipping] 
Fairbanks Daily Times 

Issued every morning except Monday by  
TIMES PUBLISHING COMPANY 

Fredrick Heilig. Arthur G. Bell. R.G. Southworth 
Editors, Managers and Lessees. 
CORDOVA AND FAIRBANKS. 

The message from the mayor of Cordova to the 
mayor of Fairbanks, offering to co-operate in the 
work of building an automobile road from Fairbanks 
to the coast, brings out the fact that such a road 
will benefit the two towns mutually.  It is a principle 
proved by experience that the easier the travel, the 
more travel there will be.  The more travel between 
Fairbanks and the Outside, the more business it 
will make for Cordova, which by virtue of the 
railway has become the port of Fairbanks.  
Therefore the town of Cordova is as much 
interested in an automobile road to the interior as 
Fairbanks is in an automobile road to the coast. 

The special visit of the agent of the Alaska 
Steamship company and the Copper River railway, 
who is due to arrive in Fairbanks within the next 
week, is one of the most significant steps in the 
entire project for the road.  It is evident that the 
officials of the transportation companies think well 
of the proposal and think it feasible.  And when a 
company which has spent $20,000,000 to 
penetrate the wilderness of Alaska for a distance of 
200 miles takes a fancy to an undertaking, 
something is bound to happen. 
It should be remarked in passing, that whatever 
desire the Alaska syndicate may have to 

monopolize the resources of Alaska, the syndicate 
is doing more to bring people of the right kind into 
Alaska than any other single agency.  The 
syndicate is trying to build up Alaska as Jim Hill 
built up his dominion in the Northwest.  It maintains 
in Seattle a special Alaska industrial bureau, the 
sole business of which is to advertise Alaska in a 
legitimate way, and to furnish correct information 
about Alaska.  This bureau expends tens of 
thousands of dollars every year not forgetting to 
advertise the Alaska Steamship company, to be 
sure, but certainly doing more in the aggregate for 
Alaska as a whole than for their own particular 
interest in Alaska.  It is such an organization that 
extends a helping had to Fairbanks and the 
interior. 

Diary 19, 1911 
October 9 

-9th - 
[clipping] 
ALASKA NEWSPAPERS AND HOME RULE 

The Douglas News represents the delegate from 
Alaska as preaching the doctrine that whoever is 
unfriendly to the delegate from Alaska is an enemy 
of Alaska.  The taunt is unfair.  Because the 
newspapers of Alaska have failed to enthuse over 
the delegate’s home rule bill, the delegate 
proclaims that the newspapers are therefore hostile 
to home rule.  Whether such a statement consists 
of folly or of impudence, it is not easy to decide.  
The truth is, that of the six newspapers of 
Fairbanks, Nome and Cordova - every one of 
which frankly declares lack of confidence in the 
delegate's sincerity of purpose or ability to secure 
results - all of them are intensely in favor of home 
rule.  Yet they can not enthuse over the delegate's 
home rule bill. 

The fact is, it is not a home rule bill.  It will not 
give the people of Alaska home rule.  The principal 
cause for this vital defect is that in comparing the 
bill, the delegate did not take the people into his 
confidence, try to find out what the people wanted, 
and put what they wanted into the bill. Who in 
Alaska authorized the delegate to recommend to 
confess that the control of the liquor business be 
withheld from the Alaska legislature?  Why should 
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Alaskans not be trusted to manage this part of their 
household affairs as well as any other?  Did any 
Alaskan ever make such a suggestion to the 
delegate? No.  As the delegate confessed in cong-
ress, he placed that limitation in his bill because he 
did not want to give Hoggatt a chance to say that 
he was working for the liquor interests - a purely 
personal reason, alongside of which the business 
interests of the Alaska liquor dealers did not count.  
We give this only as an instance.  There is one 
restriction after another in the bill which indicates 
the belief of the delegate that the people are not to 
be trusted with full control of their household 
affairs. 

The Times, and most of the other newspapers 
which have given close study to the subject of 
home rule, believes that we want complete home 
rule, and that we can get complete home rule as 
easily as a kind of home rule which would make 
the Alaska legislature little more than an advisory 
board to congress.  Why should Alaska have less 
measure of home rule than other territories 
have had before us?  If anything, we should 
demand a greater measure of home rule than any 
territory ever enjoyed, because we are so far 
removed from the central part of home rule, when a 
bold demand would as easily secure the whole 
thing, is on a par with the proposal to use only one-
third of a $12,000 appropriation and send the rest 
back to Washington.  No; the newspapers do not 
enthuse over the bill to establish a debating society 
in the territory of Alaska, but that does not justify 
anybody in asserting that they are hostile to home 
rule. 

Diary 19, 1911 
October 9 

-9th - 
The foregoing, and editorials of a similar kind in the 
News-Miner & in today's Citizen shows how fully 
the Guggenheim publicity bureau under Gov. W. 
Eli Clark, Governor of the District of Alaska is at 
work to kill my elective legislative bill & thus 
prevent the Inter State Commerce Commission 
from controlling transportation rates into Alaska.  It 
seems that the Alaska Syndicate has despaired of 
securing control except through the Democratic 

organization & the next election is to be fought on a 
combination with them & the Guggs - a strong &  
active fight is already under way against everything 
which the people of Alaska want. 

Diary 19, 1911 
October 10 

-10th - 
My office 830 P.M. 
Have just made Harry Patterson a proposition on 
my Eva Creek - Pat. Daly claim - to least for a term 
of years he to give me 25% of the gross output - or 
to buy outright for $25,000 cash.  He said he would 
think it over until morning! In case of a lease he is 
to carry on the litigation with the “jumpers” at his 
own expense. In case he buys I am to act as one 
of his attorneys without other fee or compensation 
than the  $25,000.  I am rather in hope he will 
lease, for in that case my 25% will undoubtedly 
bring me in 4 times as much as the sale - but in the 
sale there is no danger of loss by litigation. 

Diary 19, 1911 
October 11 

Octo. 11th 
The News-Miner last night & the Times this 
morning have story that Taft has now switched to 
an elective territorial legislature for Alaska. 
 
[clipping] 
{Times.} 

SEATTLE, Oct. 10 - An organic Act which will 
give Alaska an elective legislature is what 
President Taft proposes to secure for Alaska 
during the next session of congress.  The president 
declared this policy in his address in the Armory 
here last night, and the tremendous applause that 
greeted the declaration proved beyond a doubt that 
the proposal is fully in accord with popular 
approval.  The president was frequently interrupted 
by applause when he stated that, with a legislature 
of her own, Alaska could enact laws for home 
government and for the general development of the 
territory in her own way and according to her own 
light and experience. 

However, the president does not believe it wise 
to remove the features of federal appointive 
government in the territory.  He believes that 
Alaska should receive as fair a degree of home 
government as other territories have received in 
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the past, but does not agree that the territory 
should receive more than the others have enjoyed.  
The details of his home rule proposal he promised 
to work out before the opening of Congress in 
December, and he expressed the hope that 
congress would eliminate political- passion in the 
matter and pass the bill in a statesmanlike way. 
In the matter of the coal lands in Alaska, the presi-
dent fails to see the existence of an emergency 
that makes it necessary for the government to go 
into the coal business.  He believes that coal lands 
should be leased to operators, with safeguards 
against monopoly. But he stands firmly for the 
principle that the revenue derived from the leasing 
of coal mining privileges in Alaska, or any other 
privileges, should be spent entirely in Alaska, for 
the benefit and the development of Alaska. 

Diary 19, 1911 
October 13th  

Friday - 13th 
Mr. R. J. Barry, the Guggenheim transportation 
agent is met outside Nine Mile House by a 
committee of businessmen who bring him 
triumphantly into town - he comes to advise them 
about how to get an Automobile road from 
Fairbanks to Chitina - a clever scheme to head off 
the attack on Richardsons Commission for waste & 
embezzlement & to keep their (Big Interests) grip 
on the Road appropriations.  The Times is firing hot 
shot at me & lauding the Guggs. In sorry issue – 
praising them & Bob Jennings – the purposed 
Democratic candidate next year for Delegate. 

Diary 19, 1911 
October 14 

Saturday, 14th 
Made lease with Patterson today of my Eva Creek 
-Ester Creek - placer claim - 4 years - reserving 
rental or royalty of 25% of gross output to myself.  
He is to fight the jumpers at his own expense & 
employ McGinn & Heilig. 

The Commercial Club is to have a special 
meeting tonight to hear Barry - the Gugg. foreman, 
on roads to Chitina. It is being cleverly worked with 
the view of securing their future control of the road 
fund - as theretofore.  It really means to continue 
the control of transportation by the Big Interests.  
McGinn, etc. had Barry out on a big champagne 
drunk last night. 

Diary 19, 1911 
October 15 

Sunday 15th  
[clipping] 

FIVE MILLIONS 
ARE NEEDED TO 

MAKE HIGHWAYS 
Fairbanks Commercial Club  

Decides to Enter Upon a  
Campaign for That Sum  
During Five Years. 

ALASKANS UNITE 
ON THE PROPOSAL 

Belief Is Held That With All Business Men in Alas- 
ka Agreed, Appropriation 
Can Be Obtained. 
Five million dollars, at the rate of $1,000,000 

each year for the next five years, is what the 
Fairbanks Commercial club is going to ask for at 
the next session of congress.  The money is 
wanted to improve the highways already built in 
Alaska, to build more roads where necessary and 
to maintain the system of roads.  The Commercial  
club is going to ask all the other commercial bodies 
in the territory to make a like appeal to congress 
and to the administration at Washington.  They 
believe that if all the business organizations in 
Alaska unite on this one demand, it will be 
accorded. 

The road program was adopted at a meeting of 
the Commercial club in the Auditorium last night, at 
which fifty members were present.  The guest of 
honor was Richard J. Barry, general agent for the 
transportation lines of the Alaska syndicate.  Mr. 
Barry made the trip to Fairbanks as a business 
proposition in the interest of traffic for his lines, 
after learning that the Fairbanks commercial club 
had taken up the proposal to make a good summer 
road out of the Chitina trail.  He came to see 
whether he could be of assistance to Fairbanks in 
the movement. 

In his address to the club last night, Mr. Barry 
showed that there was nothing to lose and 
everything to gain by cheaper transportation.  It 
was a mistake, he said, to suppose that the 
freighters and carriers would lose by cheaper 
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transportation.  They would have more to carry.  
Easier and cheaper transportation would build up 
communities all along the roads.  In the particular 
case of Fairbanks, the tourist trade from Chitina 
would be a considerable item every summer.  The 
road, said Mr. Barry, from the point of view of a 
traffic expert, is now in very fair condition, and is an 
excellent foundation for an automobile road.  Mr. 
Barry is confident that the Alaska commercial 
bodies can secure the large appropriation which 
the Fairbanks club has set out to get. 
Volney Richmond, manager of the Northern 
Commercial company when called upon for a 
statement on the subject, replied with the positive 
declaration that his company was heartily in favor 
of the proposed improvement of the Chitina road, 
and that the company would help the movement 
along with all their power and influence.  The road 
would build up the country, and that is what the 
N.C. company must depend upon for the future 
prosperity- the prosperity of the country.  The 
company would just as soon carry the mails over 
land as on water. 

Diary 19, 1911 
October 15 

- 15th - 
[clipping continued] 

After a vote of thanks to Mr. Barry for his 
suggestions and for coming all the way from 
Cordova to help the road movement along, 
Chairman Nordale appointed a committee to take 
final action with the administration at Washington in 
the matter.  Mr. Nordale appointed the following 
committee: Fred Heilig, chairman; Volney 
Richmond, R.S. McDonald, J.L. Sale, H.E. St. 
George, R.C. Wood and Ray Erchinger.  The 
committee will meet on Monday afternoon at 3 
o’clock in the room of the secretary of the club. 
 
Now, what to you think of that?  Fred Heilig, for the 
Guggenheims & Volney Richmond for the N.C. Co. 
to help the people get cheap transportation rates in 
Alaska!! 
And Sale, Dick Wood & Erchinger to assist them!  
The whole effort given into the hands of the very 
men who impose high rates upon us!  What fools 

these mortals be, & they think I'll submit to that 
“job” & look pleasant?  Wait till they hear from me - 
see next page. 

Diary 19, 1911 
October 15 

15th 
[clipping] 

DELEGATE WILL 
ADDRESS CROWD 

ON ALASKA DAY 
Meeting Has Been Arranged 

to Take Place at Eagle 
Hall on Wednesday Night 
of this Week. 

TO TELL PEOPLE 
ABOUT CONGRESS 

Representative Will Report  
On What Has Been Done  
and What He Plans For  
the Coming Season! 
In view of the approach of November when it will 

be necessary for Delegate Wickersham to return to 
Washington, friends of the delegate have prevailed 
upon him to take advantage of the expected 
crowds in Fairbanks on the occasion of Alaska day, 
Wednesday, and make his annual report and 
address on that day.  Eagle hall has been secured 
for the meeting.  The address will begin promptly at 
8 o’clock and will be over by 9:30.  These hours 
are fixed so as not to permit the meeting to 
interfere with the Sourdough ball, and they will tell 
what he did in congress at the last two sessions 
and what he proposes to do during the coming 
session.  Everybody is invited. 
 
I intend to taken an hour & a half to explain to the 
people how the Com. Club, was jobbed on the road 
matter. 

Patterson gave me check for $100.  last night & 
today I gave it to George Smith & he & Jack & two 
more men will go out & take possession of my 
mining claim on Ester tomorrow & go to work for 
Patterson. 
 

Diary 19, 1911 
October 16-17 

Monday 16th 
Sent George Smith & 3 other men out to Ester 
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Creek to being work on my claim. 
 

-17th – 
Smith telephoned in that the “jumpers” came down 
& tried to run him off my claim - refused to go & 
they threatened to have him & the men arrested for 
trespass - I telephoned to Crossley at 5. p.m. & he 
told me that they had applied for a warrant against 
Smith & the boys but that he had refused to issue 
it.  I knew that Geo. would not bluff- & now they 
must bring a suit in ejectment, etc. which will put 
the burden on them. 
Am getting ready to “talk” tomorrow evening at 
Eagle Hall - dinner tonight with the Heiligs. 

Diary 19, 1911 
October 18 

-Alaska Day, Oct. 18th, 1911 - 
Alaska Day. 
The public “Speiler” is shouting on the street - 
“Don’t for-get to hear Wick-ersham - speak tonight.  
8 - oclock -sharp - at the eagle hall. - all - invited.” 
I am ready & intend to mast the editors of our local 
subsidized press & their Gugg. employers. 
 
[clipping] 
FAIRBANKS, ALASKA, THURSDAY, OCTOBER 
19, 19 
DELEGATE REPORTS   {1911.} 

HIS YEAR'S WORK 
Judge Wickersham Delivers a Forceful and  

Dramatic Speech Upon Subjects That Concern  
Alaska-Status Of Legislation for the Territory Is  
Defined-Newspa-Pers Are Handed Elaborate  
Roasts. 
Eagle Hall was filled last night by an audience 

gathered to hear the annual report of Delegate 
Wickersham to his constituents.  The delegate 
delivered an address that was forceful throughout 
and often dramatic.  Applause was frequent and 
prolonged, to such an extent that the speech, 
which began at 8 o’clock, continued until 10.  On 
account of the length of the speech, it is impossible 
to present it verbatim this morning, but the Sunday 
Times will contain it entire. 
 

Diary 19, 1911 - 18- 

October 18 Alaska Day. 
The public “Speiler” is shouting on the street - 
“Don’t for-get to hear Wick-ersham - speak tonight.  
8 - oclock -sharp - at the eagle hall. - all - invited.” 
I am ready & intend to mast the editors of our local 
subsidized press & their Gugg. employers. 
 
[clipping] 
FAIRBANKS, ALASKA, THURSDAY, OCTOBER 
19, 19 
DELEGATE REPORTS   {1911.} 

HIS YEAR'S WORK 
Judge Wickersham Delivers a Forceful and 
Dramatic 

Speech Upon Subjects That Concern Alaska-
Status 

Of Legislation for the Territory Is Defined-
Newspa- 

Pers Are Handed Elaborate Roasts. 
Eagle Hall was filled last night by an audience 
gathered to hear the annual report of Delegate 
Wickersham to his constituents.  The delegate 
delivered an address that was forceful throughout 
and often dramatic.  Applause was frequent and 
prolonged, to such an extent that the speech, 
which began at 8 o’clock, continued until 10.  On 
account of the length of the speech, it is impossible 
to present it verbatim this morning, but the Sunday 
Times will contain it entire. 

Diary 19, 1911 
October 18 

- 18- 
[clipping continued] 

Mr. Gordon, in introducing Delegate 
Wickersham, recalled the election of a year and a 
half ago, when there were three candidates in the 
field, and stated that the gentleman who 
succeeded in being reelected continues to fill his 
position in a manner that none can say a word 
against, while the other two gentlemen, from the 
latest accounts, are filling theirs also in a manner 
probably suited to them – one of them being 
engaged in the worthy pursuit of pitching hay in the 
neighborhood of Tacoma during the past summer, 
and the other gentleman languishing in jail in 
Cordova. 
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Mr. Gordon then mentioned the attitude of one of 
the two dailies of this town during the campaign in 
its criticism of hero-warship, and proceeded to 
quote Thomas Carlyle to the effect that all 
humanity is in a greater or less degree subject to 
such adulation, which had in all ages been 
bestowed freely on the world’s greatest minds, 
mentioning, among others, Washington, Napoleon 
and Robert Burns, and closing his introductory 
address with a presentation of Mr. Wickersham as 
the worthy object of such exaltation by the people 
of Alaska. (Loud applause.) 

Delegate Wickersham expressed his pleasure at 
returning to his home in Fairbanks and meeting his 
friends face to face, to give an account of his 
stewardship as their delegate in congress.  He 
would endeavor to tell them what he had done, 
what he had tried to do, and what he had tried to 
prevent.  A picturesque comparison of Alaska at 
the present time with colonial days elsewhere led 
up to a eulogy of the Insurgents in congress.  
Speaking of the Republican and Democratic 
parties, the delegate said: 

“Now, there is but little difference today between 
the Democratic and the Republican parties.  I say 
that slowly, so that it may percolate.” 

Mr. Wickersham here proceeded to show why 
there is little difference between the two parties, 
except upon the one single word, “Progressive,” by 
reason of the sugar, steel and coal interests of the 
various states.  “The Insurgent Progressive 
element in the Democratic party know Alaska 
today, and they know it earnestly, and they are our 
friends.” 

“On one hand are the great trusts seeking to get 
possession of the resources of the territory, among 
which the Alaska syndicate is the greatest.  J. 
Pierpont Morgan is a greater man today in the 
power and influence which he exerts in the 
government of the United States than is the 
president of the United States .  He makes and 
unmakes presidents.  And the Alaska syndicate, 
with the Morgans and the Guggenheims and Jim 
Hill and all that great element of financial strength, 

is looking toward Alaska.  They constitute one side 
of the Alaska question. 

“LaFollette, Cummings and Works and 
Poindexter, and those other members, both 
Democratic and Republican, both in the senate and 
in the house – men who are known to the country 
at large as Progressives-form the other side.  The 
lines are fixed!  The fight is on!  And although there 
is no danger that you are going to be shot by a 
redcoat or a Sioux, you have got to line up on one 
side or the other of that great fight. 

“We are told from day to day by the gentlemen 
who represent great interests that there is no 
danger.  What they want is development.  And my 
dear “cousin,” the attorney general of the United 
States - than whom there is no better attorney, 
probably, to the United States, because he is the 
attorney for Morgan and the great trusts of the East 
- is very, very certain that if we really be very good 
and don't make any trouble, and allow the trusts to 
have all they want, that everything will be nice, and 
his salary will be doubled. (Laughter and 
applause.) 
Mr. Wickersham then proceeded to discuss 
editorials of the News-Miner, and more particularly 
of the Times, bearing upon the question of their 
control by the Guggenheim and trust interests. 
Following the New-Miner article un- 

Diary 19, 1911 
October 18 

-18- 
[clipping continued] 
der the heading “Handwriting on the Wall” (dated 
October 17), Mr. Wickersham said, “Alaska is a 
national issue today, and while we have said to you 
that there is but little difference between the great 
Democratic and Republican parties today, the real 
national issue in the United States today is, ‘What 
are you going to do with Alaska?’ 

“Mr. Taft has been pinned to the wall with that 
inquiry, and one day-if we may believe these 
newspapers in Fairbanks - Mr. Taft is for the 
leasing bill, prepared to lease all of our coal lands, 
the next day he is not in favor of but in opposition 
to the leasing bill.  One day, if we bay believe these 
newspapers in Fairbanks, Mr. Taft is not in favor of 
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an elective territorial government for Alaska, the 
next day for it. 

“The truth is out, fellow citizens.  Mr. Taft is not a 
leader.  Theodore Roosevelt was a leader, a man, 
Mr. Taft is a follower.  And that is the question at 
the next election .  The next national 
convention, the next national election, is going to 
be fought out on the Alaska question.  Mr. 
Ballinger, Attorney-General Wickersham, Governor 
W. Eli Clark, governor of the district of Alaska, and 
men of that kind are upon the one side, and 
LaFollette and men of that kind on the other. 

“Shall Alaska be given over to the big interests, 
or shall it belong to the people who came up here 
and developed it? (Applause).  The people of the 
United States are going to settle that question.  
There's the danger in it.  There's danger to you, 
and there's danger to me, and it behooves as to go 
into the fight, and go into it earnestly.  I have no 
doubt that Mr. Taft will be renominated for 
president of the United States in the national 
Republican convention by acclamation, and I think 
he will be defeated almost as badly. (Applause). 

“Now, fellow citizens, I want to talk to you about 
myself for a little while, and about my efforts as 
your representative in congress and I am going to 
begin by explaining to you what I have been doing 
down there for you, and what I have been trying to 
prevent other people from doing.” 

Mr. Wickersham then spoke of his efforts on 
behalf of an elective territorial government for 
Alaska; the attempt to secure the extension of the 
interstate commerce laws to this territory; the abol-
ition of the power of attorney; the defeat of the 
Beveridge bill, in almost identical terms with his 
speech before the Fairbanks Commercial club, 
passing afterwards to an expose of the 
Guggenheims and Attorney-general Wickersham in 
connection with the Hasey affair on the Copper 
River road. 

In closing his remarks on the elective territorial 
government, Mr. Wickersham said: “That bill will be 
passed by a Democratic House in December, and 
it provides for the election by the people of this 

territory of a legislative assembly, with power to 
legislate; and in November of 1912 you will be able 
in this community to elect your members of the 
council, the upper members of that legislature, and 
the members of the lower house, and they will go 
to Juneau to make laws for you.  That is the 
condition of that bill.” 

Mr. Wickersham also touched upon the 
appropriations he had secured for the government 
buildings at Juneau, and the detention hospitals at 
Fairbanks and Nome, saying that no use was being 
made of these appropriations by reason of political 
jealousy. 
 
The Cham. of Com. & R. F. Roth, both feel pretty 
badly over the ridicule I heaped upon them last 
night - but I think it will do them good. 
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Diary 20, 1911 
October 22 

-Octo. 22, 1911- 
[clipping] 
FAIRBANKS, ALASKA, OCTOBER 22, 1911. 

ALASKA MAY UNITE 
IN BIG CONVENTION 

{Fairbanks   Times} 
Proposal from the Coast That a Grand Territorial 
Conven-  

tion Be Held Soon to Determine Upon What 
Propo- 

sitions Alaskans Are United, and to Work 
Together  

for Necessary Legislation. 
CORDOVA, Oct. 21.- At a largely attended mass 

meeting of citizens here last night, called in 
response to the demand on the part of various 
towns in Alaska for concerted action at Washington 
during the coming winter, the motion was carried to 
appoint a committee of seven to confer with the 
different localities in Alaska with a view to holding 
an Alaska convention at some point on the coast in 
the near future.  The purpose of the convention will 
be to agree upon the legislation that is most 
needed in the territory, and to show congress upon 
what subjects Alaska is united. 
 At the meeting, the sentiment was expressed that 
local jealousy would not be allowed to stand in the 
way of the larger good of all Alaska. The selection 
of the place for holding the convention should be 
left to the majority vote of the towns themselves, 
and the delegates should be instructed by their 
communities or left free to decide what matters 
should be brought up in the convention. The idea is 
that resident Alaskans, instead of Outsiders, 
should decide what is best for the development of 
the territory. 
It was the unanimous vote of the meeting that in 

organizing the proposed convention, partisan 
politics must be ignored entirely, and the 
committee was instructed to carry out this 
particular injunction in good faith.  The committee 
is instructed to make its preliminary report on 
Wednesday evening of next week. 

Diary 20, 1911 
October 22 

-22- 
The above news item is, of course, mostly 
manufactured in the Times office, but there really is 
a movement of the Alaska Syndicate sympathizers 
in the Territory to have some kind of a “dummy” 
convention & get it packed & have it denounce 
Pinchot, etc. & probably my efforts & then send a 
lobby under the guidance of the Big Interests to 
Washington this winter to oppose all our efforts in 
aid of Alaska. 
Heilig also has a badly reported account of my 
speech of the 18th & a roast editorial in this copy of 
the Times. Am also informed today that Roth is to 
challenge me to a joint discussion of the Legislative 
bill. 

Diary 20, 1911 
October 23 

23 
[clipping] 

{Fairbanks                              Citizen}  
{Octo                                     23rd} 

Roth and Wickersham to 
Debate Home Rule Bill 

Subject of Delegate’s Bill to be Threshed Out Next 
Saturday Evening~~Great Crowd Expected 

to Attend the Meeting. 
Fairbanks, Alaska, 

October 21, 1911 
Editor, Alaska Citizen: 

Dear Sir - On the evening of the 18th inst., our 
delegate delivered a speech in the Eagle Hall, at 
Fairbanks, in which he referred to me in rather a 
slurring manner without referring to me by name. I 
do not know at this time the cause of his slurring 
manner toward me, as he did not state in a clear 
manner what he thought he had against me. 

I am of the opinion, however, that his feelings 
were engendered on account of the position that I 
take upon the subject of home rule for Alaska. I 
construe the language of his “Bill to Create a Terri-
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torial Legislature for Alaska and for Other 
Purposes” as taking away from the legislature the 
right to alter, amend or repeal any law that is now 
in force in Alaska by virtue of the laws on the 
United States establishing a civil government in 
Alaska and extending the laws of the United States 
to Alaska.  In other words, that the legislature to be 
created by his bill would not have authority to alter, 
amend or repeal the codes of Alaska, or a single 
fraction thereof until it first gets the consent of 
congress so to do. 
This is a vital question to the cit- 

Diary 20, 1911 
October 23 

23 
[clipping continued] 
izens of Alaska, and is not partisan politics in any 
sense of the word, and the only interest that I take 
in the matter is as a citizen of Alaska; and 
inasmuch as the delegate in his said speech 
issued a challenge to debate certain matters on the 
platform with me I hereby accept his challenge, 
and agree to take the position that if his bill 
becomes a law the legislature created by such bill 
will have no authority to alter, amend or repeal any 
part of any of the Alaska codes now in force in 
Alaska without first obtaining the consent of 
Congress so to do; I to take the affirmative and he 
to take the negative of that question. 

My purpose in writing this public letter is, first:  
that I was referred to personally in public and, 
therefore, my letter should be a public letter; and 
second: That I think home rule for Alaska is the 
vital question in Alaska at this time; that I believe 
the people of Alaska are entitled to home rule on 
the American plan, without limitations, except such 
limitations as are required by congress itself upon 
all territories; and that, in my opinion if this bill 
becomes a law Alaska will never acquire home rule 
until she is admitted as a state. 

If the delegate chooses to hold up the negative of 
the former proposition I will be pleased to arrange 
with him at any time for such a public meeting.  

Very truly yours,  
  R.F. ROTH. 
Owing to the challenge of Delegate Wickersham 

at the meeting at Eagle hall on the evening of 
Alaska day, and the acceptance of it by Mr. R.F. 
Roth, which is herewith printed there will be a 
debate between Judge Wickersham and the latter 
in which a certain phase of the home rule bill will 
be discussed at some length.  It is to be expected 
that this debate will result in illuminating the subject 
so that all may understand. 

Mr. Roth in his acceptance of the challenge sets 
for the his objection of the Wickersham home rule 
bill and asks for the privilege of opening and 
closing the debate.  He agrees that Judge 
Wickersham shall have the same amount of time in 
which to defend his position as is allotted to himself 
in making his argument. 

Judge Wickersham was shown Mr. Roth’s 
acceptance and the contention he makes in it, and 
at once expressed his willingness to meet Mr. Roth 
in debate on the subject.  Therefore it has been 
agreed that they shall meet in open debate to 
which the public is invited on next Saturday 
evening at 8 o’clock. 

It is expected that Mr. Roth will consume an hour 
in his opening remarks, after which Judge 
Wickersham will be allowed an hour and a half in 
which to present his side.  Then Mr. Roth will have 
another half hour in which to close the argument. 

There is not a doubt but that considerable 
interest will be taken in the affair, and a large 
attendance result.  Arrangements are being made 
for a suitable hall, the choice of which will be 
announced later. 
  
I have got my Ester Creek mining matters arranged 
so that Patterson shall take entire charge of the 
litigation & then work the ground on a royalty basis 
- 25% gross to me. 

Diary 20, 1911 
October 24 

-24th - 
My joint debate with Mr. R.F. Roth on Saturday 
evening is attracting much attention and I 
anticipate a big crowd & an interesting time.  Roth 
is a big roaring talker, but not popular and hot as 
well acquainted with the subject of debate - to wit - 
the Legislative-Bill as I am. 
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Am getting my Ester Creek mining difficulty 
nearer a settlement with my opponents - they have 
just left my office - Patterson & I offered to lease 
them the 250 feet next to their present workings - 
we to have 20% of the gross output & they & their 
laymen to have the balance -it now looks as if they 
would accept the offer. 

Diary 20, 1911 
October 27-29 

-27th - 
Am busy preparing for my joint debate tomorrow 
night with Mr. R. F. Roth.   I intend to convince the 
people that my legislative bill is good and sufficient 
- while he will attempt to show that it is not – 
 

-29th - 
My joint debate last night with Roth certainly 
brought out a big crowd & from the applause it was 
apparent that my friends outnumbered his about 2 
to 1. - He presented his objection to my bill in a 
forceful way & gained quite strong support - it was, 
however, a question of the construction of a statute 
and not even our shouting friends can decide it 
beyond appeal to the courts.  The point is set out in 
the following from the Times -my memory. 

Diary 20, 1911 
October 29 

29 
[clipping]  

Less For Alaska 
Than All Others 

Citations of Authorities Quoted by the Delegate 
From  

Alaska Fail to Bear Out the Statement That the  
Home Rule Bill for Alaska Is patterned After the  
Territorial Bills of Former Territories. 
The Wickersham home rule bill contains the  
following provision: 

That all the laws of the United States 
establishing a civil government in Alaska, and 
extending the laws of the United States thereto, 
shall continue in full force and effect until altered, 
amended or repealed by or with the consent of 
congress. 

Delegate Wickersham declared to his audiences 
in Fairbanks that he took that language from the 
territorial bills of former territories, and he gave 
citations to prove his statement.  The Times now 

quotes the exact citations the delegate referred to, 
and leaves to the readers to decide whether they 
bear out the statement of the delegate: 

Louisiana and Orleans. 
The laws in force in said territory “shall continue 

in force until altered, modified or repealed by the 
legislature.” 

Missouri. 
That the laws and regulations in force in the 

territory of Louisiana at the commencement of this 
act “shall continue in force until altered, modified or 
repealed by the general assembly.” 

Alabama. 
That the laws then in force “shall continue to exist 
and be in force until otherwise provided by law.” 

Diary 20, 1911 
October 29 

29 
[clipping continued] 

Arkansas. 
That all the laws of the territory of Missouri in 

force on July 4, 1819, “shall be and continue in 
force in Arkansas until modified or repealed by the 
legislative authority thereof.” 

Florida. 
That the laws in force in said territory “shall 

continue in force until altered, modified or repealed 
by the legislature.” 

Iowa. 
And the existing laws of the territory of Wisconsin 

“shall be extended to Iowa, subject, nevertheless, 
to be altered, modified or repealed by the governor 
and the legislative assembly of said territory of 
Iowa.” 

Oregon. 
The existing laws now in force in the territory of 

Oregon under the authority of the provisional 
government established by the people thereof 
“shall continue to be valid and operative therein, 
subject, nevertheless to be altered, modified or 
repealed by the legislative assembly of said 
territory of Oregon.” 

Minnesota. 
The laws in force in the territory of Wisconsin at 

the date of the admission of the state of Wisconsin 
“shall continue in force, subject, nevertheless, to be 
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altered, modified or repealed by the governor and 
the legislative assembly of the territory of 
Minnesota.” 

Washington. 
Same as Oregon. 

Colorado. 
(Although Colorado is referred to by the delegate 

as authority for the wording in his bill, the act 
providing for a territorial government for Colorado 
contained no provision continuing certain laws in 
force in the territory.) 

Wyoming. 
All the general territorial laws of the territory of 

Dakota “shall continue in force until repealed by the 
legislative authority of that territory.” 

Oklahoma. 
These laws “are herby extended to and put in 

force in the territory of Oklahoma until after the 
adjournment of the first session of the legislative 
assembly.” 

Hawaii. 
The laws of Hawaii “shall continue in force 

subject to repeal or amendment by the legislature 
of Hawaii or the congress of the United States.” 

Porto Rico. 
That the laws and ordinances of Porto Rico now in 
force “shall continue in full force and effect until 
altered, amended or repealed by the legislative 
authority herein provided for Porto Rico, or by act 
of the congress of the United States.” 

Diary 20, 1911 
October 29 

29 
[clipping continued] 

U.S. Revised Statutes. 
(Referring to the Territory of Washington) Certain 

laws “shall apply to the territory of Washington and 
continue in force until repealed or amended by 
future legislation.” 

 
The “Times” also denounces me editorially and 
declares that Mr. Roth defeated me – though ¾ of 
the audience – or seven more thought not.  It only 
shows to what pass such men will go to defeat a 
bill in the interests of the people, when urged to do 
so by personal pique, political strategy or in an 

effort to aid those great interests which seek 
always to prevent the power of government coming 
into the hands of the people, when urged to do so 
by personal pique, political strategy or in an effort 
to aid those great interests which seek always to 
prevent the power of government coming into the 
hands of the people.  Poor Roth is ignorant and a 
blind political partisan, who does not realize the 
harm he is doing nor the value of the aid he is 
giving to the President & the Republican 
organization - with whom he is at loss.  He is 
greatly pleased to have any kind of an excuse to 
appear in such good company! 

Diary 20, 1911 
October 30 

Monday 30th 
Went out to visit the quartz mines on the Cleary 
Creek zone.  Henry Ray went with me - we got off 
the little wheezy train at Gilmore station & walked, 
via Golden, up Pedro Creek, to the Cleary divide & 
to Tony Goessman’s cabin in Bedrock creek where 
we stayed for the night.  Frank Brandham, an old 
Montana miner, and an Alaskan miner, too, since 
1887 is with Tony.  They are a pair of typical 
miners - rough - but gentle as women - brave & 
vigorous.  Quiet men if left alone & in peace but 
ready for a “rough & tumble” fight if their rights are 
invaded. They certainly cook good beans & bake 
good sourdough bread.  They gave us comfortable 
bunks & beds for night. 

Diary 20, 1911 
October 31 

-31st – 
Today we went over our seven Quartz claims on 
Goessman Hill - examined stakes, lines, shafts, 
tunnels, etc.  We panned the decayed ledge matter 
and generally went over the property lining up the 
veins with Lewis Rhodes etc.  Also went through 
Rhodes mill, tunnels, stopes etc. He has a fine 
quarts mill of five stamps, bunk houses, tunnels in 
1000 feet & a first class small mine. 
This afternoon I went down to Cleary City & thence 
up Wolf Creek to the quartz mine of Horton, 
Dunham, Willis & Welch - the Rexall claims.  
Examined their lines, stakes, tunnels, etc.  I then 
crossed over the divide to Chatham Creek & visited 
Ed. Jessen’s workings - tunnels etc. & thence 
down Chatham to Tony’s.  A fine day & had a good 
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visit everywhere. 
Diary 20, 1911 
November 1 

-Nov. 1st – 
Left Tony & Frank & their hospitable cabin & Henry 
& I walked up Cleary Hill past the Tolovana Quartz 
Mill & on up to the Newsboy Quartz Mill on the 
divide between Cleary & Little Eldorado.  This is 
the most complete mill of the three now in 
operation & being in line it makes a brave young 
showing in the development of quartz in the zone.  
We then climbed to the Top of Pedro's Dome - a 
splendid view of the country for 50 or 60 miles in all 
directions - down into Dome Creek to Spaulding’s 
tunnels - on to 7 above placer, where I examined 
the property - thence to Dome City & dinner.  We 
then climbed the divide between Dome & Vault 
Creeks & examined Frederick’s - tunnels, shafts, 
etc. & then took the Tanana Valley Ry. train for 
Fairbanks. 

Diary 20, 1911 
November 1 

1 
The evening News-Miner has this item: 
 
[clipping]  
“THE WAY OF A  

MAN AND A MAID” 
NORTH YAKIMA, Wash., Nov. 1.-  Preparations 

have been completed for the wedding tomorrow 
ninth at The Castle, Glenside Orchards, North 
Yakima, of Miss Nellie Mulrooney, sister of Mrs. 
B.A. Charbonneau, and W. F. Thompson, editor to 
the Fairbanks News-Miner. Only Alaskan residents 
and visitors to this city will be present at the 
ceremony.  Bishop Rowe, of Alaska, was to have 
officiated, but he is sick in Seattle, and Rev. 
Lockwood, the Episcopal minister, will conduct the 
ceremony.  At midnight the newly married couple 
will leave for Chicago, going thence to Detroit, 
Washington, and New York before they start back 
to Alaska. 
 
Poor Nellie! She was married to Jesse Noble as a 
sacrifice & now given to a moral degenerate in the 
same spirit.  Jesse Noble just received notice that 
he must serve 3 months in jail for assaulting a man 
with a hammer & his divorced wife, whom he loves 

dearly, is given away to another - a tragedy. 
Diary 20, 1911 
November 5-8 

-5- 
Have been engaged for two days in trying the case 
of Russell - Mathews v Vidovich - The court took it 
under advisement. 

Social.  On last Sunday evening I had a 
“swan” dinner at Mrs. Cards restaurant – invited 
Mr. & Mrs. Crossley, Mr. & Mrs. McCauley, Mr. & 
Mrs. Ray, & Mifs Heid -  Mrs. Crossleys sister.  We 
had a good time - & swan as the piece de 
resistance - that sounds good, whether it is nor not 
- & all greatly enjoyed the huge bird which was fat, 
juicy, & tender. 

-8- 
Am getting ready to go outside Monday - Have 
settled the threatened Eva Creek litigation on my 
mining claim -by conceding 75 feet! A good 
settlement since it prevents lawsuit & long delay in 
working. 

Diary 20, 1911 
November 10 

-Nov. 10th 1911- 
Deed of 1/4 Eva Creek - Pat Daly claim to 
Patterson. Lease to Patterson & Contract of 
Compromise & Settlement with Wagner, Wheeler, 
Wichman, Bugle & Horner - all filed for record, 
today & the whole matter finally settled -glad of it.  
The settlement is a good one, even if on a miners 
gamble the other fellows get the best of it.  We 
gave them a strip 75 feet wide across the upper 
end of our claim -& as we think, across the pay 
streak - they think it may run with the pay – which 
makes a hell of a difference. 

Settled up with Tyndall & Finn - they gave me a 
note due June 1, 1912 for $500, for my services 
and expenses arguing case in San Francisco. 

Diary 20, 1911 
November 11-13 

-Nov. 11- 
Assisted in preparing contract of sale of Silver King 
Min. Co. property situation on Michigan Creek, 
tributary of Wild Creek, Tributary of Koyukuk Riv. to 
R. R. Mason.  Am interested in the Co - Elmer 
Johnson is president. 

Nov. 12, Sunday. 
Working to get all ends fixed up - Settled my affairs 
& left power of Atty. with Henry T. Ray - who will 
look after my mining affairs - Dinner with Mrs. Card 
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& P_ changed my room some days ago & am now 
at the Pioneer. 

Nov. 13. 
Left Fairbanks on stage - on wheels - this morning 
at 9. a. m.  Messers. Byler, Elmer & Walters on 
stage. 

Diary 20, 1911 
November 14-15 

-14th - 
Remained last night at Munson’s.  He has an 
electric light plant & has one of the best road 
houses on the trail.  Met Dodge & Horton at 
Martin’s Road House at lunch -they are hunting, - 
but with no success other than to drown a horse in 
crossing the river - Salcha. 

-15- 
We remained at Richardson last night - good road 
house.  Beautiful morning and grand views of 
Alaska range across the Tanana valley - from the 
Richardson & Shaw Creek bluffs. Reached 
McCarty's at mouth of Big Delta for night.  Only half 
traveling - no show & wagons slow & rough. 

Diary 20, 1911 
November 16-17 

-16th - 
From McCarty’s to Donnelly’s - 37 miles over a 
rough mountain road but good weather & beautiful 
scenery.  Donnelly’s is on the site of the old 'Nigger 
Bill’ Road-house of 1904 - run then by an 
Englishman by the name of Cragie & his partner 
“Butch.”  A hard combination & notorious for dirt & 
bad cooking. 
Donnelly’s is now run by Jim Goeghegan - Dicks 
brother -& he keeps a clean place & sets a good 
table - at $2. per table. 

-17th - 
Reached old McDevitt roadhouse this evening - 
wind storm blowing - similar to one 4 years ago 
when Debbie & I nearly lost our lives. 

Diary 20, 1911 
November 17-18 

-17- 
Lt. Tatum & party here tonight. 

-18th - 
We crossed the Alaskan Range today from the old 
McDevill R. H. (now the Miller) to Paxson’s, on the 
Gulkana. A terrific wind storm drove us on to the 
summit, but as we rounded into wide Isabell Pass it 
eased & we broke trail for 10 miles through 3 feet 
of newly fallen snow. 

Reached Paxsons at 6 p.m. to find the north bound 
stage in with several passengers Fairbanks bound.  
Mifs Sallady – the young school m’am - & Mr. 
Lippman Simson & wife, U.G. Myers of Eagle, & 
Capt. Donovan, Dep. U.S. Marshal.  It was 10° 
below zero & blowing - snowing on the last part of 
the run down the Gulkana.  Paxson’s roadhouse is 
filled up much better than when Debbie & I visited 
here in 1905 & is on the same site as Brush Camp 
where Bob Cole & -I camped - 'siwashed' - on our 
dog team mushed in Jany-Feb - 1904. 

Diary 20, 1911 
November 19-21 

-19th - 
From Paxson’s to Sourdough - 37 miles today - not 
bad weather - about zero and snowing. 

-20th – 
Came from Sourdough roadhouse to Gulkana.  
Mts. Drum, Wrangell & Sandford aglow with the 
sunrise - Wrangell throwing out big volumes of 
black smoke.  20° below zero. Recd, telegram from 
Edmund Smith while at Paxson’s, asking me to 
come to Valdez over the trail - telegraphed from 
Gulkana that I wanted to go over the Copper River 
Ry. & would come to Valdes from Cordova 

-21st – 
From Gulkana to Copper Center.  Blix has just 
come in from Seattle.  His lessee is drunk - the rent 
behind & things going wrong - L. L. James, miner, 
on North bound stage tonight 

Diary 20, 1911 
November 22-23 

-22nd - 
From Copper Center to Tonsina, via Willow Creek 
& new trail toward Chitina.  The new trail is part of 
the road built by Richardson last summer - it is only 
a trail -16 ft wide & merely the removal of the trees 
& brush. no graded way - no work of any kind 
except clearing - It's snowing & the trail is getting 
better. 
The roadhouse at the junction of the Tonsina & the 
Copper has been built by “Tonsina Jake” who has 
long kept the road-house on the Valdes trail at the 
crossing of the Tonsina. His new place here is not 
yet finished - but will make a good stopping place 
when finished.  It is in the valley & surrounded by 
the high Copper River terraces. 

-23rd - 
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From Tonsina to Chitina - 15 miles over a better -
though more mountainous road. 
Reached Chitina at noon & took a room in  

Diary 20, 1911 
November 23-24 

23 
the Hotel Chitina.  From here we go to Cordova by 
train - tomorrow morning.  I find many friends here 
- and they talk strongly in my support & urge me to 
be a candidate again for Delegate! Bath - much 
needed. 

-24th - 
From Chitina to Cordova by Copper River & 
Northwestern Railroad. - a standard gauge - well 
built - well equipped railroad.  Snowing - the snow 
plow came out to clear the track for us - met us at 
Mile 55 - we passed & went on down.  The scenery 
at Woods Canyon - Taral Indian village is grand, 
but generally there are less difficulties in 
constructing than I expected.  Abercrombie 
canyon, Miles & Childs glaciers are grand -the road 
is a scenic study - especially in a raging snow 
storm.  Childs glacier is encroaching on the railroad 
- & may some day give much trouble.  The whole is 

Diary 20, 1911 
November 24-25 

24 
an expensive piece of waste - which could have 
been prevented by building from Valdes.  When I 
stepped off the train at Cordova I was met by a 
crowd of my enthusiastic friends who welcomed 
me to Cordova - it was a good welcome.  Went to 
the “Windsor” – kept by “Big Mike” Sullivan & his 
partner. 

-25th - 
Have been asked to speak Monday evening & 
consented. Have also received telegram from D.A. 
McKenzie, from Seattle, asking me if I would 
address meeting there & when I would arrive.  
Answered that I would come on the “Alameda” & 
would talk if invited.  Find I have many friends here 
& they, too, urge me to run again.  I do not commit 
myself on that point for I do not intend to run - but 
think it will weaken my efforts in Washington to 
admit it. 

Diary 20, 1911 
November 25-27 

25 
My traveling companions from Fairbanks caught 
the Str. “Northwestern” within two hours of our 

arrival here and went to Seattle.  The Alameda will 
not be here until Wednesday & will then go to 
Valdes & Seward before returning south. 

-26th – 
Sunday.  Dinner in evening with Jack Dalton & 
wife. Busy talking politics to my friends here.  
Terrific wind -snow & rain storm raging. 

-27th – 
Am preparing to speak tonight at the Eagles Hall.  
My friends have covered the town with posters & 
engaged the Cordova Brass Band for music - it is 
to be made an event, and my political opponents, 
expecting arraignment, are determined to stay at 
home & not give me the satisfaction of their 
presence. 

Diary 20, 1911 
November 27 

27 
Nov. 27, 1911 
The “Alaskan” gives me the following roast the 
morning after I left Fairbanks -  
 
[clipping]  

Cordova Daily Alaskan, 
{Tuesday Nov. 14, 1911} 

ALASKA'S NOTED 
STATESMAN SOON 

TO BE WITH US 
By Will A. Steel 

Beat the drums, sound the cymbals, and sing 
hallelujahs, for lo, out of the valley of the Tanana 
will come today the great prophet and pooh-bah.  
The Right Honorable James Wickersham, minister 
explenipotentiary who deigns to represent his 
humble minions of the wilds of Alaska at the great 
court of political jurisprudence in the capitol city of 
Washington, will take up his line of mush over his 
own beloved land, to push on until he reaches the 
very citadel of his political enemies.  With the 
courage of a warrior bold, the marvelous seer and 
wordy Goliath of this northland will traverse the 
despites thorny paths that lead him into that 
thriving little city of enterprise, Chitina, where the 
rails of the monstrous railroad constructors, 
Morgan-Guggenheims, will convey him to the sea 
coast. 
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As the triumphal march of Alaska’s one and only 
daring 

Diary 20, 1911 
November 27 

27 
[clipping continued] 
fighter progresses, road house occupants and 
birds of the air will be afforded the exquisite plea-
sure of listening to impassioned words from the lips 
of the exalted statesman, as he loquaciously 
explains what he didn't do and what he prevented 
from doing at the seat of government.  The great 
monarch of all Alaska may even condescend to 
linger a few hours in the little village of Cordova, 
where the residents had the temerity to raise a few 
thousand dollars to assist in building the trail from 
Chitina to Willow creek, after the fighting statesman 
had wired them to “go to.” 

We hail the coming of the big chief.  Greetings he 
shall certainly have and there are many who will 
gladly turn their other cheek, so that the Lord High 
executioner may again smite his loyal subjects as 
an evidence of his displeasure insofar as they 
continue to breathe in a community upon which 
has been placed the royal ban.  The ensuing few 
days will be fraught with much impatience and 
joyful anticipation by the most entire populate of 
the Copper river country. They deeply sympathize 
with the brethren of Fairbanks who are compelled 
to sustain the temporary loss of their hallowed 
hero.  But this section of his domain is certainly 
entitled to garner a few pearls of wordy bauble that 
may fall from the lips of the iron master as he 
marches on to war in the far east. 

Due announcement will be made of the particular 
hour of coming of Alaska's defender.  In the 
meantime the town should be gaily decorated and 
elaborate preparations made for a monster 
reception and public meeting in honor of that 
eminent politician and perennial candidate, the 
distinguished fighter James Wickersham.  For is he 
not now on his way to again administer a severe 
rebuke to those men of small caliber who occupy 
seats in Congress and dare presume to consider 
legislation that might result in the development and 
prosperity of Alaska, and if enacted into law would 

terminate the reign of a selfish egotist and change 
the blight of Wickersham into a dawn of peace 
contentment and plenty. 

 
The above is the way the Cordova paper received 
me - it is the spirit I had to meet when I go to speak 
tonight in their town. WOW! 

Diary 20, 1911 
November 28 

-28th - 
[clipping continued] 

HARMONY 
The public meeting last night to hear an address by 
Hon. James Wickersham, delegate to Congress, 
was largely attended.  Dr. Chase presided and 
introduced the speaker.  He talked for over an hour 
and a half, and from many things he said gave 
expression to the following: 

I come to talk to you tonight as a representative 
of the people of Alaska and not as a politician.  I 
come to talk to you as a friend and not as an 
enemy. I come to talk to each one about his own 
business, to railroad people, to merchants, to city 
folk and to rough necks alike.  Each is in the 
territory of Alaska to better their conditions.  Each 
is interested in this great question which now 
threatens the development of Alaska. 

“For more than three years the development of 
Alaska has been threatened.  In the last three 
years we do know it has been going backwards.  
We want coal in Alaska and opportunities given to 
every man to go into mining, fishing, logging, 
railroads.  Into any line of pursuit to make a 
success.  How many men have grown rich out of 
the development of Alaska?  You can count them 
on the fingers of one hand.  This is the reason why 
people have not built cities.  The reason now 
barring us from success. I am not on the platform 
to abue the big interests as the big interests are 
suffering alike. I think the time has come when we 
have been driven to that point where all must stand 
together and work as a unit. 

“You are interested in Cordova particularly in the 
matter of coal.  You had a tea party at the wharf 
which demonstrated to the world that you were 
interested in the matter.  You are interested in the 
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opening of the Katalla coal fields.  If life is not 
developed your stores will be closed.  You will be 
obliged to move your families to a region where 
development can go forward.  You may not 
approve of the big interests but the time has come 
to unite to endeavor to secure for you the 
development of this particular region. 
“I do not mean to criticize Mr. Fisher’s policy.  I 
know him to be a brave high-minded gentleman.  A 
man of courage and who believes the leasing 
system is the proper thing for Alaska.  Pinchot is a 
good man and desires to benefit the territory.  
Poindexter is the same, but I do not agree with 
these three gentlemen in their efforts  to put the 
leasing system of coal lands upon the people of 
this territory.  In my judgment the leasing system 
will ruin Cordova.  If it will have that effect it ought 
to engage the most earnest attention.  If it will 
result in the arrest of development it out to escape 
the attention of every man.  There should be no 
politics, no party feeling of any kind. 
“Mr. Fisher had before him and examined the 33 
Cunningham claims and declared that there was 
fraud.  He made an order setting aside the sale 
and the land reverted to the government.  235 
more claims are to be examined and may be 
declared forfeit.  Claims would not be leased 

Diary 20, 1911 
November 28 

28 
[clipping continued] 
by anyone in the meantime as there was litigation.  
What will you do during these years at Cordova? 

“Mr. Fisher proposes to go a little further.  He 
proposes in good faith to build a railroad from 
Seward to the Matanuska coal fields and extend it 
to the great navigable rivers of the interior.  I will 
support it.  The time has come to lay aside 
principle and build railroads to develop the country.  
In principle I am apposed to the government 
owning and operating mines and railroads.  It is 
socialistic in idea and this kind of paternalism 
should not be inaugurated in Alaska.  But if it is the 
desire to have such a bill I will not oppose it. 

“In principle I am not in favor of the leasing bill.  If 
they put up a fair leasing bill I shall not work 

against it.  But a good leasing bill is better than we 
have had heretofore.  But in my judgment a leasing 
bill is going to hurt you.  The government railroad 
from Seward is not going to have any litigation to 
prevent its being built.  Fisher believes in a railroad 
and leasing system at Katalla.  The situation her is 
between the devil and the deep sea.  Seward looks 
forward to im- [from first page] mediate government 
aid, and thinks the leasing bill will pass.  I could not 
defeat it if I tried.  Pinchot and the administration 
are agreed upon that one proposition.  The House 
Committee on public lands has already reported a 
bill withdrawing all coal lands from sale.  Land will 
be reserved to United States and let on a leasing 
system.  Not more than 160 acres to any one 
person or corporation, with royalty of not less than 
three cents per ton of coal.  If the Katalla fields can 
be freed from the claims against it all might be well.  
Possibly claims could be abandoned or sold to the 
company getting the lease. 

“I am friendly to your railroad when it does right, 
but won't be friendly when they do wrong.  I am 
attorney for the people of Alaska.  If the 
government gives title of the coal lands to you, you 
could do nothing with it, you would have to have a 
railroad.  The general manager of the railroad 
would stand on the end of the car and say “Our 
rate is so much.'  And the question of rate and 
transportation controls your coal.  We are up 
against the question of transportation in this 
country. I am as much interested in having good 
transportation as you are, but I want it under 
control.  Our roads always have been and always 
will be party to the government.  For their great 
services to the people they have high powers of 
eminent domain, etc., to enable them to perform 
their duties and should always be under control.  

“The courts have now decided that Alaska is a 
territory and writ of mandamus has been sent the 
Interstate Commerce Commission compelling them 
to take action and use it in Alaska.  Within two 
years the Interstate Commerce Commission will 
control rates. 

Diary 20, 1911 28 
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November 28 [clipping continued] 
“I have been asked what I would do in the coal 

case.  If Congress concludes it will pass a leasing 
bill, then amend the bill in accordance with 
President Taft's message.  Each lease to be 
offered to competitive bidders and sold to the 
highest of these bidders. Extend Interstate 
Commerce Commission laws and control rates of 
transportation.  Control monopolies and excessive 
selling price in Alaska.   Charge a graduated 
royalty according to price of coal.  Pay all money 
from royalties into an Alaska coal fund, to be used 
for the development of Alaska. 

“In conclusion.  We have a good judicial system 
for the territory, but we lack a legislative body, 
except city councils.  No other territory was ever 
created before it was given an elective territorial 
legislature.  I brought a bill before Congress to give 
us an elective territorial legislature.  Someone told 
President Taft beforehand that Alaska was not 
competent to make laws, and so a bill was 
provided for appointment of nine members to make 
laws for Alaska, but the bill did not pass and never 
will pass.  Instead I confidently  expect my bill, with 
amendments to be enacted into law at the coming 
session of Congress. 
“Let’s let the Guggenheims come in with us if they 
will be good.  We are getting pretty well in the 
same boat.  They have $20,000,000 invested in the 
railroad.  It is certainly a fine railroad.  It reaches 
way up into the mining country.  I want to see it 
extended to Fairbanks.  I want the railroad 
developed.  From what I saw I am ready to quit 
fighting if they will quit and do right and all get 
together and counsel one with the other and do all 
we can to get the coal situation settled and the 
territory developed.  They ought.  They have 
$20,000,000 invested in the railroad, the Alaska 
Steamship company and immense investments.  
But not enough revenues to pay for the oil used in 
running the road.  The Alaska Syndicate has spent 
an immense amount of money and ought to want 
the people to stand by them.  They ought to so 
conduct their business that whenever a boat gets 

to the wharf the people would meet them with a 
brass band instead of cursing them.  They are an 
awful good railroad, but awful poor politicians.  I 
hope we can all stand together and work together 
for the common good of this territory”. 
 
While the foregoing is a badly reported synopsis of 
my speech it is the fairest I have ever received 
from them. The following is their editorial on the 
speech & is surprising to me. 
 
clipping] 
CORDOVA, ALASKA, TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 28, 
1911  
LETS “GET TOGETHER” IS THE SLOGAN. 
At the public meeting last night Judge Wickersham, 
delegate to Congress was thoroughly imbued with 
the “get together” spirit of the day.  He stared out 
with the declaration that the time had arrived when 
all forces should unite in an harmonious effort to 
achieve results.  And he ended in an appeal to his 
friends to join, him in the endeavor to bring about 
the desired attainment.  He expressed a 
willingness and an invitation that the Alaska 
Syndicate and their friends should be good and 
enter the camp of the hitherto hostile forces, and 
he expressed the desire that he and his followers 
might be greeted as friends and reasoned with, 
with the result that all discordant elements might 
thrash out their differences in a spirit of 
friendliness, with the one common end in view.  He 
stated that the time had arrived when personal 
opinions must give way to the natural trend of the 
combined forces that were uniting upon certain 
demands for Alaska. 

Diary 20, 1911 
November 28 

28 
[clipping continued] 

He recognized that the coal question was at 
present the one vital consideration that involved 
Cordova and Southwestern Alaska.  He believed 
that the sentiment was crystallizing throughout the 
country in favor of a leasing bill for this territory.   
He had opposed such a measure before and in 
principle believed it to be wrong, but if a 
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reasonable bill be presented and it would seem 
that nothing better could be secured, he would not 
oppose it.  On this question he differed from his 
friends Fisher, Poindexter and Pinchot, and by 
inference agreed with the views of the 
Guggenheims, whom he said were opposed to a 
leasing measure.  Neither did he have much faith 
in the government paternal ownership and 
operation of railroads and coal mines.  It was 
contrary to all his ideas of progression and 
individual effort, and yet if that feature with 
reference to a limited part of Alaska is to be 
advocated by the administration, and seems likely 
to meet with the favor of Congress, he would not 
enter any vigorous protest. 

He believes that Alaska in addition to its present 
executive and splendid judiciary system should 
have an elective legislature, so that local legislation 
might be enacted and such abuses as the 
unlimited power of attorney location of claims be 
abolished.  He had introduced a bill that had been 
favorably reported by committee, with a few 
amendments, and he believed that it would be 
enacted into law at the present session of 
Congress.  And he furthermore thought that the 
Alaska Syndicate and all their friends should assist 
in the passage of such a measure.  The delegate 
pointed out that in all probability Alaska would soon 
come under the jurisdiction of the Interstate 
Commerce Commission, and thus the railroads, if 
they had any inclination to ask exhorbitant freight 
rates be prevented from so doing.  He paid tribute 
to the courage that caused the construction of the 
$20,000,000 railroad by the Copper River & 
Northwestern railway, and hoped to see it 
extended to his home town of Fairbanks. 

And he further expressed the hope that head 
officials and subordinates would give due 
consideration to the rights of the people of this 
section and thus aid in the upbuilding and further 
development of this rich country, and to secure the 
good will of the people generally by treating them 
with fairness.  And he further intimated very 
strongly that while they were good railroad men 

they had some employees who where mighty poor 
politicians.  The judge pointed out the great 
necessity for transportation.  It is a vital force in the 
development of the territory.  He went at some 
length into the leasing of the seal rookeries which 
resulted in the taking of $50,000,000 furs from our 
seas, and the canning industry that has extracted 
$150,000,000 from the salmon streams.  He also 
went into a brief discussion of other matters with a 
political flavor. 
While the Daily Alaskan has not agreed with the 
delegate in the past, and is not in accord with some 
of his present views, yet we are heartily agreed 
with him in the “get together”  

Diary 20, 1911 
November 28-29 

-28th – 
[clipping continued] 
sentiment, and have no present criticism to make 
of any part of an address that seemingly was 
uttered in a spirit of conciliation, there will always 
be differences of opinion in regard to Alaskan 
affairs, but if all bitterness can be obliterated and 
one is willing to accord to the other a reasonable 
degree of honesty and sincerity of purpose, Alaska 
and all Alaskans would be the gainer.  We have 
heard and read many of the speeches of Judge 
Wickersham. but we have no hesitancy that in our 
judgment his effort last night was the best political 
speech he has ever uttered. 

It was well tempered, without vindictiveness, with 
no apparent attempt to destroy, but rather put forth 
in a spirit of harmony, with a desire to forgive and 
be forgiven, and to cement a spirit of aggressive 
activity upon a mutual understanding to obliterate 
personalities and unite for the accomplishment of 
those things that are for the good of the territory 
and tend to the happiness and prosperity of her 
people. 

If Judge Wickersham be sincere in his present 
professions and shall continue in spreading this 
gospel of good will and good fellowship in the 
various localities of Alaska and on to Washington, 
and if political friends and foes of the present shall 
honestly strive to unite all differences in the one big 
aim of securing desired results for Alaska we would 
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all be a much happier and more prosperous 
people. 

WILL A. STEEL. 
 

My friends here are very much pleased at the 
effect of my speech and I hope it may lead to good 
results. 

-29th – 
The “Eagles” invited me to visit their lodge tonight. 
The Brass Band played on the street & then in the 
Hall till midnight.  I was invited to preside & did do - 
story for story with  

Diary 20, 1911 
November 29-
December 1 

29 
the speakers & story tellers until the meeting broke 
up. 
The stories got rather “bad” towards the close, but - 
it was the usual “stag” party & was greatly enjoyed 
by all present.  It was a pleasure to me for it was 
an expression of good will from a majority of 
Cordovans that I hardly expected. 

-30th – 
The Alameda came in at noon & I took passage on 
her for a visit to Valdes & Seward.  Have several 
telegrams from each place asking me to come- we 
spent the night at various points & will reach 
Valdes in the morning. 

-December 1st- 
Reached Valdes at 11 oclock forenoon.  My friends 
issued a call for a meeting in the court room at 
12:30, & the following is the Prospector’s account 
of the meeting 

Diary 20, 1911 
December 1 

-December 1st  1911- 
[clipping] 

DELEGATE TALKS 
TO LARGE CROWD 

Gives His Views Regarding De- 
velopment of Territory in 

District Court Room 
{Valdes Prospector, 

Dec. 1, 1911.} 
Delegate James Wickersham arrived on the 

Alameda from Cordova this morning and owing to 
the necessity of his being in Washington as soon 
as possible he could not remain over, but 

continued on the boat to Seward. 
He took advantage of the stop here to address a 

large audience which assembled in the district 
court room during the noon hour, and for 
somewhat more than an hour outlined his views of 
the legislation needed for the development of the 
territory. 

Going back into the early history he drew a 
parallel between what was then and appears to be 
at present one idea of development, and what his 
ideas are.  He declared the development which 
consisted of robbing the territory of its natural 
resources and with the proceeds building palaces 
in San Francisco, New York or Russia, did not 
correspond with his views, which aimed at a 
development of the country by the enrichment of 
the people of that country; the building of homes, 
the raising of families, the building of churches and 
schools, and the promotion of those comforts of life 
which made for the betterment of the people. 
The delegate told of his fight to extend the 
jurisdiction of the Interstate Commerce 
Commission to Alaska, and enumerated the 
victories which had accrued through the struggle, 
declaring that the final decision from the supreme 
court would soon be made, and predicting that it 
would be a favorable one.  He quoted from the 
tariff sheets of the Copper Siver and Northwestern 
Railroad Company, showing the enormous prices 
charged for the transportation of commodities, as 
illustrating the necessity for action by the 
commission. 

Regarding the coal question, he said no doubt a 
leasing bill of some sort would be enacted at the 
coming session of congress, and while he was 
opposed to the leasing of the coal lands on 
principle, nevertheless it was necessary that some 
action should be taken at once to open the coal, 
and he would not oppose the leasing bill, but work 
to secure as favorable a bill as possible.  If defects 
were found in the bill they could be remedied later. 

He said he had been in favor of the government 
owned and operated railroad to the coal fields, as it 
would give the government full control over the 
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transportation of a commodity of prime importance 
to the development of the country, and favored 
Seward because it had been announced by 
Secretary Fisher at the American Mining Congress 
that he would favor a road from that point.  Since 
his arrival here, however, he had been approached 
by a number of prominent business men of Valdez, 
who had placed before him the project of building 
the government road from this place.  He declared 
he had always had a warm spot in his heart for 
Valdez and would do all in his power to promote its 
interests.  He therefore recommended that there be 
prepared a statement of the advantages to be de-
rived from building the road from Valdez, and he 
would see that it was presented in the best 
possible light, of if the people desired to send a 
man to Washington to further their cause he would 
render every assistance in his power, and see that 
a hearing 
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[clipping] 
was granted him by the committee.   

During the address the delegate made a 
statement which came as a surprise to most of his 
hearers.  He announced that he might not again be 
a candidate for delegate, but advised his hearers 
that if such should be the case to elect a man who 
could fight, for by no other means could the 
interests of the territory be furthered.   

After the address a number remained to 
personally meet the delegate, who stated that he 
would be pleased to give to those who desired to 
make any requests or suggestions such time as 
remained to him. 

Mr. Wickersham continued on the Alameda to 
Seward, where he will remain while the steamer 
unloads her cargo at that port, and if opportunity 
offers will also speak to the people.  He will return 
on the steamer and go at once to Seattle, and form 
thence to Washington. 

 
Had big crowd & greatly enjoyed meeting the 

people of Valdes again. 
 

[clipping] 
BARNETTE HELD 

FOR EXTRADITION 
Hearing Will be Held in Los An- 
geles December 27 — Bonds 

Fixed at $300,000 
Los Angeles, Dec. 1.— Capt. Barnette, of 

Fairbanks, Alaska, who was indicted there for 
embezzlement in connection with the failure of the 
Washington-Alaska Bank of that city, was arrested 
here on a telegraphic warrant from the north. 

He was given a preliminary hearing and was 
released under bonds of $300,000 to appear 
December 27, when a hearing for the extradition of 
the accused will be held. 

 
So Barnette is on the road to the pen again. He 
was “sent” up from Oregon years ago for larceny - 
see Oregon Reports. 

We left Valdes on the conclusion of my speech & 
will be in Seward in the morning.  Snowing - 
learned but little about Valdes mines. 

Diary 20, 1911 
December 2-6 

Dec 2. 
We reached Seward at 4 p.m. & left at 7 - so saw 
but few people & they too sleepy to talk - I am just 
as well satisfied not to talk there - since they & 
Valdes will probably lock horns over the Govt. Ry - 
which both will want.  On road back we landed at 
La Touche.  Saw Dr. Daggett & talked politics. 

Dec 3rd 
Back in Cordova - we stopped in Valdes last night 
an hour - nothing.  We took on a few more 
passengers & will go to sea at 8 a.m. - went.  Sea 
sick as usual. 

-4th – 5th – 6th - 
The old Alameda has no load - no ballast & rolls 
like -a log.  I am seasick.  Tonight we are in De 
Fuca straits & calm water - Seattle at 2 a.m. 

Diary 20, 1911 
December 7 

-7th - 
Reached here at 3 a.m. this morning.  Rainier-
Grand Hotel.  Sent telegram to Darrell that I had 
arrived - Am asked to speak Saturday night at 
Coliseum under auspices of the Square Deal Club 
- Seattle is divided into hostile camps over their 
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“jobs” to control Alaska, and they have already 
raised $50,000 lobby fund (of which the Guggen-
heim interests have put up $20,000) to keep Ex 
Senator John L. Wilson & others in Washington 
this winter to control Alaska legislation.  Really it 
has two aspects. 1st politically to help Taft a 2nd to 
get Seattle control over the San Francisco 
appropriations for Alaska exhibits.  If I am 
consulted -0.K. - if not, oh hell! 

Diary 20, 1911 
December 8 

-8th - 
Alaska matters in Seattle are in a mixed up mess. 
There are four or five factions fighting each other 
with a view of securing each for itself alone the 
power to suggest and control Alaska legislation 
and appropriations.  It is determined by the heavy 
ones that I am to be stopped and told to sit down 
and let those more capable handle the situation!  I 
am really having to “sit -on my safety valve to 
prevent from exploding - but I am determined to do 
it & thus put the burden on them.  Neither paper 
will even mention my name in the passenger list as 
having arrived in town!  My friends are making a 
final effort today to bring the opposition to terms & 
force them to join in a fair recognition of my rights 
as Alaska representative. 

Diary 20, 1911 
December 9 

-9th – 
My friends have won out and the P.-I. this morning 
gives the following notice of tonight’s meeting.  Mr. 
John L. Wilson, who has opposed me most unfairly 
in the P-I & those of my local opponents who have 
aided him have agreed to join hands & to aid me in 
Alaskan legislation - to recognize that I am the 
representative of Alaska.  Whatever may happen at 
the meeting this makes the matter formally a 
success.  I intend to do my share by continuing the 
spirit of my Cordova address & hope thus to secure 
united support for the passage of my Legislative 
Bill. 
 
[clipping] 

DELEGATE WICKERSHAM 
TO BE SPEAKER TONIGHT 

Alaska Square Deal League Will 
Hear “The Needs of the North” 

at Meeting in Coliseum. 
James Wickersham, delegate in congress from 

Alaska, will speak on “The Needs of the North,” 
under the auspices of the Alaska Square Deal 
League, at the Coliseum at 8 o’clock this evening. 

Mayor Dilling will preside.  Dr. M. A. Matthews 
and Prof. E.S. Meany will also speak. 

The list of vice presidents includes the following 
named: 
F.W. Baker, E.C. Hughes, Will H. Parry, Senator 
John L. Wilson, C.J. France, President Thomas F. 
Kane, of the University of Washington; Frank B. 
Cooper, Dr. M.A. Matthews, C.G. Heifner, W.W. 
Chapin, O.D. Fisher, Edmond S. Meany, Erastus 
Brainerd, O.D. Colvin, John L. Hall, C.P. Dose, 
H.S. Emerson, W.I. Ewart, C.W. Corliss, George E. 
Sylvester, J.P. Hartman, W. P. Trimble, R.G. 
Westerman, G.W. Fisher, John C. Gaffney, M.D. 
Leehey, Clay Allen, C. Allen Dale, J.M. Hawthorne, 
Jacob Schaefer, Pliny l. Allen, R.S. Terhune, 
Lester Turner, J.C. Biegert, Capt. W.R. Ballard, 
Richard Saxe Jones, G.O. Guy, Wilmon Tucker, 
Julius Shafer, E.G. Shorrock, Dr. Sydney Strong, 
F.A. MacDonald, George H. Walker, Charles R. 
Case, George E. Baldwin and George M. Sinclair. 

Diary 20, 1911 
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9 
Have just received a telegram from Debbie from St. 
Louis -she is well.  Also a telegram from “J. W. 
Bennett, St. Paul, Minn, asking me to tell the story 
of Alaska, etc. to the Progressives there on Dec. 
21 & in Minneapolis on 22nd.  I think I shall accept. 
Have also been asked to address the scholars of 
the public schools on Monday morning - Many 
Alaskans in to see me every hour. 

-10th – 
My meeting last night was a very big one and much 
more of a success than I had any reason to expect 
- Ex Senator John L. Wilson met me at the door & 
shook hands - & then went away - that fairly 
exhibits the feeling of the P-I. Ballinger crowd - but 
others are hearty & cordial. 

Diary 20, 1911 
December  

-10- 
The Times report is as follows - P.I. about same 
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[clipping] 
WICKERSHAM PLEADS 

FOR PEACE AND UNITY 
IN ASSITING ALASKA 

Delegate Says that in Thirty  
Days of Work Washington  
Congressional Delegation  
Could Pass Needed Laws 

NOT FOR LEASING, BUT 
WILL STAND FOR IT 

By J. J. UNDERWOOD 
“LET there be peace” was the keynote of an able 

speech made last night at the Coliseum by James 
Wickersham, delegate to Congress from Alaska. 

“’Develop Alaska,’” said the delegate, “is the 
motto of one of your organizations, and if you can 
get the Washington congressional delegation 
together and keep them together for thirty days, we 
will be able to pass laws that will enable us to 
develop Alaska on lines that will be beneficial to all 
of us. 

“I am willing to be good,” said the delegate.  “I 
don’t want to fight.  I you people will get behind me 
and help to get a good coal law and a good 
transportation law for Alaska, I’ll be a good Indian.  
I’ll take my blanket and go back on to the 
reservation.  Let us get what we want by standing 
together, and let us fight afterwards, if we want to.  
I’ll be good so long as the legislation is good, and 
I’ll be mean just as long as the legislation proposed 
is mean.  Let’s quit our petty quarreling and get 
together and accomplish some results.” 

Not Advocate of Leasing. 
Delegate Wickersham dealt exhaustively with the 

proposed leasing bill for the Alaska coal lands, and 
while opposed to the leasing proposition for the 
reason that he believed it would not be for the best 
interests of the people, he stated he was willing to 
stand for it, if a reasonable lines and with a 
commission to control the prices to be charged for 
the fuel and with the extension of the interstate 
commerce laws to Alaska, is incorporated into it. 

“While I do not agree with Secretary Fisher,” said 
the delegate, “I believe him to be an able, 

courageous and far seeing man, and one whom, I 
believe, would accomplish great results for Alaska 
if let alone.  Fisher has proposed to build a railroad 
from the coast to the Yukon, through the 
Matanuska coal fields.  He takes a most sensible 
view of the situation, and I believe he is sincere 
when he says that, when the government retards 
development while it makes an experiment, the 
government itself should go ahead with the 
development work. 

To Get Railroad Big Thing. 
“Personally, I don’t care whether the proposed 

railroad is built from Seward or Valdez or Cordova.  
I don’t care whether it is built and operated by the 
government or the government guarantees the 
interest on the bonds.  What we want is the 
railroad, and I want the people of Seattle, as 
businessmen, to help us get it. 

“When Seattle in 1897 was suffering and on the 
verge of insolvency, Alaska came to our aid.  She 
poured millions and millions of dollars into your city 
when you needed it.  Alaska needs your help now.  
Now is the time for you to reciprocate. 

“Alaska is the storm center of a big political 
battle, and no men in the United States have a 
greater interest in the result of that battle than the 
people of Seattle, except the people of Alaska.” 

The delegate spoke of the heavy cost of freight in 
the territory which he represents, and quoted Alfred 
H. Brooks for the statement that one-half of the 
gold output of interior Alaska had been used to pay 
freight bills.  He drew attention to the rates charged 
on the Copper River & Northwestern Railroad and 
suggested the extension of the interstate 
commerce laws as a remedy.  He declared that it 
might be said the railroad was not paying, but 
insisted that the problem was for the Interstate 
Commerce Commission to solve. 

Cities Result of Leasing. 
Declaring that the salmon fisheries are being 

depleted and the seal islands already had been 
depleted under the leasing system, the delegate 
said it was probable that the same results would 
accrue with  
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regard to the leasing of the coal lands.  He 
believed that, unless this short-sighted policy is 
stopped, Alaska certainly will be smashed. 

The Seattle Chamber of Commerce, the delegate 
declared, had offered the most reasonable solution 
of the coal-land problem, in a resolution sent to 
Congress last year, and upon which he had 
introduced a bill in Congress.  The bill provided that 
the sale of coal lands and water power sites should 
be made by the government, and that the states 
that contained the coal lands or water powers 
should have the right to regulate their use, and 
that, if the coal lands or water power sites were 
situated in a territory of the United States, they 
should come under the regulation of the federal 
government. 

“I sincerely hope the proposed leasing bill will not 
pass,” said the delegate, “but if it does pass, I shall 
do my best to reduce its evils to a minimum.  I do 
not approve of government ownership and 
operation of coal lands or railroads, but Secretary 
Fisher is right when he says that if the government 
desires to become our landlord it should bear the 
cost of development.” 

Wants Territorial Government. 
The delegate made a long and earnest plea for 

territorial government in Alaska, declaring un-
American any principle which refuses to give 
Americans a voice in the management of their own 
internal affairs. 

The speaker was introduced by Charles G. 
Heifner, a prominent Democrat, who also spoke in 
favor of territorial government, and was followed by 
the Rev. M.A. Matthews. 
A short address was made by John L. Steele.  The 
tersest remarks of the evening undoubtedly were 
those of George Baldwin, who declared that “the 
kind of conservation offered by the pernicious, 
pestiferous Pinchot would no more assist 
development than oil would mix with water.  The 
problem of 
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Two trains going in opposite directions on a single 
track and trying to pass each other is simple by 
comparison, said Baldwin. 

Apt conservation Illustration. 
“Our great broad policy of conservation,” said 

Baldwin, “is well illustrated in Central Africa, where 
160,000,000 negro conservationists are living and 
their resources are the same today as they were at 
the time imperial Carthage was ground into the 
dust under the iron heel of the Roman Republic.  
Their resources are the same today as they were 
when Caesar rode out at the head of his 
conquering legions. 

“These 160 million conservationists have not a 
school, they have not a church, they have not a 
printing press.  But their great resources have been 
conserved.  Their beautiful forests have not been 
slaughtered to make wood pulp for their printing 
presses.  Their trees have not been ruthlessly 
destroyed for the purpose of building baby grand 
pianos. 

“A monkey skin, stretched across the ribs of a 
giraffe furnishes all the music that is necessary to 
soothe the savage breast.  These are the men who 
have carried the great broad principles of 
conservation to its fullest extremity. 

“Their entire country is one great and glorious 
forest reserve.  It would be an ideal place for 
Gifford Pinchot.” 

The meeting was closed by Maurice D. Leehey, 
who stated that all the delegates who had been 
elected from Alaska had declared for territorial 
government, and that the measure had not yet 
been passed. 

At the close of the meeting, the delegate was 
asked if he would answer a few questions.  He 
consented and then was asked if it would not be a 
good thing for everybody if the country was taken 
out of the hands of the corporations and turned 
over to the Socialists?  The roar of laughter 
prevented the delegate’s answer from being heard. 
 
Seattle is in the throes of a struggle between rival 
commercial clubs - each of which wants to get 

 16



Alaska State Library – Historical Collections         Diary of James Wickersham  
MS 107 BOX 3 DIARY 20  Oct. 19, 1911 through May 22, 1912 

control of Alaskan matters.  I make no difference 
but appeal to all as Seattle businessmen to assist 
Alaska. 
Have sent telegram to St Paul accepting invitation 
to talk to Progressives there on Dec. 21, and in 
Minneapolis on 22nd on the story of Alaska.  Am 
anxious to know what Taft’s message on Alaska 
will say - He seems to be “hedging” and Pinchot & 
his people are now agreeing to support his Alaska 
leasing by Govt. Ry. schemes in Alaska. 

Diary 20, 1911 
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-11th - 
Monday - I was entertained by the business men of 
Tacoma this evening in a very flattering way.  They 
gave me a dinner at the Tacoma Hotel - in the 
special “lumberman’s room.”  There were present, 
John Rea, Geo. J. Reid, the Mayor, Ralph Metcalf, 
Paul Hamus & more than a dozen others including 
the officials of the Commercial Club -and the dinner 
was a fine affair in every appointment. 
After dinner - of course the dinner was a dress 
affair - I was conducted to the Commercial Club 
rooms on “C” St. & made an address on the 
necessity for more intimate trade relations between 
Alaska & Puget Sound.  The whole matter was a 
success & pleasure. 

Diary 20, 1911 
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-12th - 
In Seattle - the Square Deal Club has notified me 
that I am to speak in North Yakima on Thursday 
night - & I must be there tomorrow - Bill McPhee & 
some other Alaskans will go with me. 

-13th – 14.- 
Spoke at North Yakima before the Commercial 
Club tonight & left on midnight train for Seattle 

-15- 
In Buckley visiting mother - Paid her $100 on 
account of workman & she agreed to give me lots 
for all sums so paid. 

-16th - 
Paid $191.70 taxes for Henry T. Ray, upon his 
telegraphic request.  Have my ticket for East 
tomorrow. 

Diary 20, 1911 
December 17-18 

-17th - 
Sunday and not yet finished - McDonald & other 
coal men to see me today - hope to get away east - 

certainly tomorrow. 
Bully for Poindexter! 

[clipping] 
POINDEXTER PUNISHES 

ALASKAN POSTMASTER 
Postmaster Harry G. Steel, of Cordova, formerly a 
well-known Seattle newspaper man, will be ousted 
from his position as the result of the success of a 
fight waged against him by Senator Miles 
Poindexter, according to news received from 
Washington that the Senate has rejected Steel’s 
nomination. 
 Steel is strongly allied with the anti-
conservation forces in Alaska, and, as editor of the 
Cordova Alaskan, has mercilessly scored the 
Pinchot-Poindexter combination.  He also took an 
important part in the political fight against James 
Wickersham, Alaska delegate to Congress, who is 
reputed to be an ally of Poindexter.  Opposition 
from Poindexter in the Senate when he sought the 
postoffice appointment, therefore, was expected, 
but he and his friends had not believed the 
influence of the Washington senator strong enough 
to dislodge him.   
 
I filed objections & kept Steel from confirmation last 
session, & they evidently undertook to rush him 
through this session in advance & again met 
defeat. 

-18th - 
Started for the East over the N.P. Ry - 7 o’clock 
p.m. 

Diary 20, 1911 
December 19-21 

-19th - 
Spokane-Idaho-Montana 

-20th - 
Montana, Dakota 

-21st - 
Arrived in St Paul this morning at 8:30 and went to 
the Ryan Hotel.  Luncheon at 12:30 at Commercial 
Club & spoke for an hour & a half to the members 
of the “Current Topics” - bunch of Progressives. 
It was a fine & courteous compliment.  The best 
business men of St Paul - the young and vigorous 
fellows - about 100 men present, including my old 
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friend McLean, Editor of the Dispatch. 
After I finished there I was taken to the Land Show 
-it was “Alaska Day” & I was invited to speak there 
at 3 p.m. on Alaska and its resources which I did - 
the Alaska exhibit is “bum.” 
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[clipping]  

WOULD TIGHTEN 
GRIP ON ALASKA 

Wickersham Declares Guggenheims' 
Hope is in Leasing Law Which 

is Likely to pass. 
SAYS CONGRESS IS IGNORANT 
And Indifferent Toward Territory- 

He Hopes to Get Territorial 
Government. 

Federal control, said James Wickersham, 
Progressive Republican delegate to Congress from 
Alaska, at the Ryan Hotel this morning, is the only 
salvation for Alaska.  As things are now, Mr. 
Wickersham says, the Guggenheim-Morgan 
interests control not only the territory but the real 
seat of the territorial government, which is in 
Washington.  Even the Alaskan courts, which he 
admits are of the best Uncle Sam has anywhere, 
are more or less dominated by this combination, he 
declares. 

“The act of 1908, drawn by Gifford Pinchot and 
James R. Garfield,” said Mr. Wickersham, is about 
the 
only saving legislation that has ever been enacted 
for the territory.  That act provides that no 
company, corporation or single individual shall own 
or control more than 2,560 acres of land in the 
territory.  If any one secures control of more, the 
title reverts to the government. 

Leasing Law a Danger. 
“but as a proof that the ‘interests’ are not 

defeated and are still scheming to tighten their 
grasp on the resources of the territory, the plan for 
leasing the Alaskan coal lands has been reopened 
in Congress, with a great chance that it will be 
adopted.  Under this bill the land limit is raised to 
5,120 acres. 

Progress Impossible Under That System. 
“If this law passes, the Guggenheim-Morgan 

combine will be able to secure control of the 
famous Cunningham claims, which Secretary 
Fisher has recently decided were fraudulent, 
placing the title again with the government.  
Controlling transportation as they do, the 
Guggenheims and Morgan would then have the 
entire territory by the throat.  The real ownership of 
the country would be taken from the people.  They 
would be placed in the condition of living on 
someone else’s land. 

 HE WOLD DIVORCE ALASKA 
FROM CONGRESS. 

[photograph] 
James Wickersham. 

Mr. Wickersham, who is in St. Paul today, says 
that Congress is ignorant and indifferent about 
Alaska.  He is working for a territorial government 
in the North. 
 
I firmly believe that if such a thing should come to 
pass there would be a great migration of settlers 
from Alaska.  For 110 years we have had the 
leasing system in Alaska, and the people are 
beginning to realize that progress under it is 
impossible. 

Government Should Dictate Price. 
“Federal control is the solution.  I believe a law 

should be passed giving the government the right 
to dictate the priced and mode of transportation of 
coal from the mines to the ultimate consumer.  This 
would prevent monopoly, as the Guggenheim-
Morgan interests own the only railroad in the 
territory.” 

Mr. Wickersham has had introduced a bill in 
Congress to that effect, but fears that if the lease 
plan is adopted, it will be difficult to secure its 
passage. 

Wants Government Railroad. 
Another thing which would go far toward 

overcoming the threatened monopoly, in Mr. 
Wickersham’s belief, would be the construction of a 
government railroad in the territory.. 
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“Mr. Pinchot, Mr. Garfield and Mr. Fisher have 
approved this plan, “ said Mr. Wickersham.  “With 
such a rail- 
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[clipping continued] 
road competition would compel ‘the interests’ to 
regulate both the transportation and the price of 
coal.” 

Congress Ignorant and Indifferent. 
Mr. Wickersham also believes Alaska should be 

given a territorial legislature. 
“The real seat of the Alaskan government now,” 

he said, “is in Washington.  Congress is both 
ignorant and indifferent as to the actual conditions 
in the territory.  The present strong agitation for a 
return to the monopolistic leasing plan is a proof of 
the attitude of Congress.  With a territorial 
government, Alaska would be able to solve many 
of her own problems.” 

The Alaskan delegate will make an effort to 
secure territorial government at the present 
session of Congress. 

Mr. Wickersham spoke to the Current Topics 
club at the Commercial club at noon today.  
Tomorrow he will address the Men’s Club of the 
First Unitarian society in Minneapolis.  After that 
address he will leave for St. Louis, where he will 
join his wife, going thence to Washington. 

      ---
--------- 
Wickersham Pleads for Help 

to Fight “Interests” in Alaska. 
     ------------ 

At the Current Topics club luncheon in the 
Commercial club at noon, Mr. Wickersham, told of 
the things that threatened the resources and the 
welfare of Alaska, and he appealed to the men of 
St. Paul to come to the relief of that territory. 

“Your brothers and sisters are in Alaska,” said 
Mr. Wickersham, “and they need your help to fight 
the interests, which are trying to seize the country. 

“The coal in Alaska,” he said, “the gold, the 
copper, the tin and fish all are menaced by 
monopolists.” 

Mr. Wickersham told the club members that the 
valley in which his own home, Fairbanks, was 
situated had agriculture resources enough to 
sustain easily 3,000,000 people.  He dwelt upon 
the different resources of the country, explained 
how the Morgans and the Guggenheims had 
secured practical control of the country. 
 
The foregoing is from the Dispatch.  They sent a 
photographer to take the picture - which looks like 
a wooden image - & all the St. Paul a Minneapolis 
papers - reporters came to see me.  It was Alaska 
Day at the Land Show. 
I am to speak tomorrow night at Minneapolis - 
before the Unitarian Church Club etc. & then I'll go 
to St Louis.  Congress adjourned today until Jany 
2nd - so I’ll be on hand in plenty of time. 
 

Diary 20, 1911 
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-22nd - 
 
The Pioneer Press this morning: 
 
[clipping]  

HIT AT GUGGENHEIMS 
Delegate to Congress from Alaska 

Asserts Men are Needed to 
Save Territory. 

Giving out the inference that Seattle would not be 
in existence if were not for Alaska Judge James 
Wickersham, delegate to Congress from that 
territory differed with a speaker from Washington 
State whom he followed on the program yesterday 
afternoon at the land show.  He declared the 
speaker from the West erred in calling Washington 
the Garden of Eden and he asserted that 
distinction belongs to Alaska.  Mr. Wickersham told 
the land show visitors of the resources of the 
section he represented. 

“While my friend from Washington told you of the 
fine qualities of his state,” he said, “and mentioned 
the wealth of Seattle and the amount of money in 
gold dust that was taken care of in the assay office 
in that city I want you to know that it all came from 
Alaska. 
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“He talked of his beautiful rivers, mountains and 
other resources, but we have the Yukon river, on of 
the most beautiful in the world, Mount McKinley, 
the highest mountain in America, and resources to 
care for millions of people.  We have more coal in 
Alaska then can be found in Pennsylvania, Ohio 
and West Virginia combined.” 

Judge Wickersham gave a detailed account of 
the productivity of the Alaskan soil, telling 
particularly of the Tanana Valley.  He said that 
Alaska has more territory than Finland, Norway 
and Sweden, with a combined population of more 
than 10,000,000, that the soil of each country was 
capable of producing the food for the support of its 
people and that Alaska can support more than 
10,000,000 persons. 

Judge Wickersham asserted that many persons 
who had been to Alaska had been only as far as 
Skagway and were not pleased with the country 
because they failed to visit the garden spots.  The 
glaciers, he said are all on the south coast and in 
the valley to the north the rainfall is no greater than 
Arizona and New Mexico, and if it was not for a 
peculiar condition that exists the valley would be an 
arid desert. 

In telling of the fertile soil of the Tannana valley, 
the speaker said: 

“The ground in this valley is frozen from the top 
to bed rock, but the warm winds in their season 
blow through the valley and thaw the soil to a 
distance of ten or twelve feet and the rain that 
comes from the south coast the finest crops can be 
raised.” 

The fisheries of the northern territory last year 
produced more than $13,000,000 of fish, most of 
which went to Seattle, from which point it was 
distributed, and $20,000,000 in gold has been 
taken from Alaska, according to Mr. Wickersham. 

After drawing a beautiful picture of the fertile 
valley, the free land, the gold which could be 
obtained for a little labor and insisting that young 
men and women were wanted in Alaska to keep 
this valuable land from the - big interests, the 
speaker issued a cordial invitation and extended a 

welcome to all who would locate in the North.  He 
called it the poor man's country. His closing remark 
was: 

“Come to Alaska and help us fight the 
Guggenheims.” 

 
Have been invited to luncheon at 12 today by Mr. 
McLean Editor of the Dispatch who wishes me to 
meet some of his friends & talk about conditions in 
Alaska – Was entertained by Mr. McLean & his 
friends at luncheon at the Club & enjoyed it very 
much – it was great 

Diary 20, 1911 
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-22- 
[clipping] 
ST. PAUL DISPATCH 

James Wickersham, territorial delegate form 
Alaska, voted for La Follette in the straw ballot 
taken at the luncheon of the Current Topics club.  
His first choice was the Little Giant, his second 
Theodore Roosevelt and third Woodrow Wilson.  
The Current Topics club tabooes politics, but it was 
the desire to get an expression from a body of men 
who are not closely identified with any other 
parties. 

Alaska and Its Looters 
James Wickersham, delegate to Congress from 

Alaska, says the danger threatening the enormous 
natural resources of the territory is not past.  The 
Morgan-Guggenheim syndicate has not abated its 
efforts at getting control of the wealth of Alaska.  
The only thing of saving merit that has been done 
for Alaska, he explained yesterday, was the act 
passed in 1908, through the efforts of Gifford 
Pinchot and James R. Garfield, which limits to 
2,560 acres the amount any person, corporation or 
company may own or control in the territory.  A bill 
to provide for the leasing of 5,120 acres is now 
before Congress with a good chance of being 
passed.  If it becomes a law, Mr. Wickersham says, 
the Morgan-Guggenheim syndicate will get a grip 
on all the Cunningham claims, declared to be 
fraudulent, and will have a strangle hold on the 
hundreds of millions of tons of coal in the fields of 
Alaska. 
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The same syndicate has control of the 
transportation facilities and, according to the 
statement of 
Gifford Pinchot, who recently returned from the 
territory, is throttling competition of every sort and 
discouraging the development of the country.  It is 
a reflection on the common sense of the people of 
this country that such things as Mr. Wickersham 
and Mr. Pinchot describe are possible.  Think of a 
great storehouse of natural wealth, hundreds of 
millions of dollars worth on the public domain, 
being cornered by a few grabbers in a syndicate.  
There is in the government domain in Alaska 
unmeasured riches now in the possession of the 
people and belonging to them, yet they are 
impotently permitting themselves to be choked off 
from it by the mere brute force of the millions back 
of those in the Morgan Guggenheim syndicate.  
The people of the United States should do justice 
to themselves and their intelligence by insisting 
that Congress shall conserve their rights in Alaska. 
Wickersham Here 

 To Talk on Alaska 
{“NEWS”} 

[photo of James Wickersham} 
© BY G.V. BUCK 

JAMES WICKERSHAM. 
James Wickersham, delegate in congress from 
Alaska, will address the Men’s Club at the First 
Unitarian church this evening.  A dinner will be held 
at 6:30 and following that Mr. Wickersham will 
speak.  In a speech at the land show in St. Paul 
Thursday, Judge Wickersham said that Alaska was 
in danger of falling entirely into the hands of the 
Morgan-Guggenheim syndicate and that federal 
control was the only hope of salvation for the 
territory. 
 
The Minn. Journal has a long interview & 
altogether the papers have been more than kind to 
me - & the people too. 
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-23rd - 
The Minn. Tribune & St Paul Pioneer Press this 
morning say 

 
[clipping] 

ALASKAN HITS TAFT 
Delegate Wickersham Says President 

Suggested Legislation That Would 
Help Guggenheims Only. 

James Wickersham, delegate from Alaska to 
Congress, placed President Taft, Ballinger and the 
Guggenheim interests on the grill in a speech last 
night before the Men's Club of the First Unitarian 
Church, Minneapolis.  The speech followed a 
dinner given in the Alaskan’s honor. 

He said Mr. Taft never suggested any Alaskan 
legislation that was fair and square to the people of 
Alaska, and that Ballinger fathered all measures 
that would favor the looting of the territory by the 
Guggenheims. 

“Mr. Taft knew we-were strong American citizens 
and for that reason would not give us a territorial 
legislative form of government for fear we would 
not give our resources to his friends, the Guggen-
heims,” said Mr. Wickersham.  “The president 
recommended a commission form of government, 
the commission to consist of nine men appointed 
by him.  Upon investigation it developed that 
members he intended to appoint on the proposed 
commission were Guggenheim men. 

“This monster trust, the greatest in the world, not 
only owns and controls the greatest portion of the 
Alaska mines but also owns the transportation 
companies.  And transportation in Alaska is the key 
to the situation.  Fifty per cent of the value of the 
gold is paid for transportation by the Guggenheim 
ships to the Guggenheim smelter at Tacoma.  It will 
not be long until they will own all the copper mines 
in the territory.” 
 
[clipping] 

Guggenheims are Flayed 
Representative Wickersham of 

Alaska Tells of Far North 
Conditions. 

James Wickersham, delegate to congress from 
Alaska, placed President Taft, former Secretary 

 21



Alaska State Library – Historical Collections         Diary of James Wickersham  
MS 107 BOX 3 DIARY 20  Oct. 19, 1911 through May 22, 1912 

Ballinger and the Guggenheim interests on the grill 
in a speech last night before the Men’s club of the 
First Unitarian church.  President Taft never 
suggested any Alaskan legislation, he said, that 
was fair and square to the people of Alaska and 
Secretary Ballinger has fathered all measures that 
would favor the looting of that territory by the 
Guggenheims. 

“Taft knew we were strong American citizens and 
for that reason would not give us a territorial 
legislative form of government for fear we would 
not give our resources to his friends the 
Guggenheims,” said Mr. Wickersham. 

“This monster trust, the greatest in the world, not 
only owns and controls the greatest portion of the 
Alaskan mines but also owns the transportation 
companies.  And transportation in Alaska is the key 
to the situation.  Fifty per cent of the value of the 
gold is paid to transport it by the Guggenheim 
ships to the Guggenheim smelter at Tacoma.  It will 
not be long until they own all the copper mines in 
the territory. 

“What Alaska wants more than anything else is 
an elective territorial legislature.  We want the 
women to vote and we want the men to vote.  All 
we have now is a governor and a delegate to 
congress.  If we want any new legislation we have 
to go to Washington for it.  If this new legislation, 
per chance, is unfavorable to the Guggenheims 
there is an open lobby working night and day to 
defeat it.” 

Mr. Wickersham was asked by a member of the 
Men’s club if Knute Nelson, senior senator from 
Minnesota, who comes up for re-election at the 
next session of the legislature, was “the fly in the 
ointment”-a Guggenheim man.  He replied:  “I don’t 
like to discuss Mr. Nelson’s status when in 
Minnesota but-I wish I had you in my room alone 
for a few minutes.” 

Mr. Wickersham left last night for St. Louis to join 
his wife and son, who is a lieutenant in the navy, 
and detailed at the navy recruiting station there. 

 
Left St Paul on morning train at 930 for St Louis.  

Slow & way behind time – Minn & Iowa. 
Diary 20, 1911 
December 24-25 

-24th - 
Reached St Louis 3 hours behind time - Breakfast 
in Union Dept & went to Darrell’s office – no one 
there. Went to their hotel Lennox, Maryland Ave - 
they are out automobiling! 

-25- 
Spent Christmas quietly at home (hotel) with 
Debbie & Darrell. We are getting ready to go on to 
Washington in two or three days.  Debbie has been 
up to Springfield visiting her sisters. Champ Clark, 
Speaker of U.S. House of Representatives here in 
St. Louis - on politics bent.  The Post Dispatch & 
Star have interviewed me on Alaskan matters.  Taft 
seems weak & I hope will grow weaker & be 
defeated. 
 

Diary 20, 1911 
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-26th - 
The St Louis Star of today says: 
 
[clipping] 

DELEGATE WICKERSHAM 
SEES DEFEAT FOR TAFT 

[picture of Wickersham] 
DELEGATE JAS. WICKERSHAM. 

Alaskan Predicts Election of 
Wilson or Clark in 

1912. 
MISRULE IS ALLEGED 

Congressional Representative 
Declares Home Rule Has 

Been Denied. 
“Taft will be renominated, but he probably will be 

defeated,” was the startling declaration made to 
The Star Tuesday by Delegate James 
Wickersham, Republican Representative from 
Alaska. 

The Delegate from the far North says that the 
Western States are not in sympathy with President 
Taft, as they do not believe he has “made good” as 
an executive official. 

“Taft's position regarding Alaska in refusing to 
give home rule and a Legislature to Alaska,” said 
Mr. Wickersham, “will have much to do in making 
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Washington, Idaho, California and other of the 
Western States return a Democratic majority next 
November. 

“Woodrow Wilson is the prime favorite with the 
Westerners, and I firmly believe if the Governor of 
New Jersey is nominated for the presidency he will 
defeat President Taft. 

“Speaker Champ Clark, I think, would be the 
choice of the Democrats if Woodrow Wilson were 
out of the race.  As a matter of fact, in the West we 
figure that the contest for the Democratic 
nomination is between Wilson and Clark.” 

FOLK NOT POPULAR. 
“Do you hear anything of the presidential boom 

of former Governor Joseph W. Folk?”  inquired 
Congressman Wickersham’s interrogator. 

“No, not very much; we see his name in the 
newspapers occasionally,” retorted the Alaskan, 
who was born in Marion County, Ill. 

“As a mater of fact in Alaska,” continued Mr. 
Wickersham, “we have been badly treated by 
Congress, and we have been bottled up by the 
Guggenheim monopoly. 

“Our census has increased only 2000 in ten 
years.  We have no rulings to amount to anything, 
and President Taft will not give us a Legislature.  
He wants us to be managed by appointive officers, 
and we know what that will mean with Guggenheim 
in the Senate. 

“At the last session of Congress I introduced a 
mining bill in the lower House.  When it reached 
the Senate it went to the Mining Committee, 
controlled by Senators Dick and Guggenheim.  
Senator Dick is also interested in mining in Alaska.  
So you can see how far an equitable mining law 
would go with Dick and Guggenheim.  The former 
is out of the Senate, and it is needless to say we 
would not lose any sleep if Guggenheim were 
retired. 

Diary 20, 1911 
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-26- 
Went to the theater & saw The Pink Lady. 
Darrell is doing well & seems happy - though as 
usual he is a recluse socially. 
 

[clipping] 
PINCHOT IN THE BREACH. 

“Had it not been for Pinchot, the Alaska 
syndicate would have owned our coal.  They own 
everything else, including the transportation 
facilities. 

“Taft, Cannon, Aldrich and Guggenheim are 
persona non grata in Alaska.  In fact you cannot 
hear the praises of that quartette sung anywhere in 
the West. 

“Colonel Roosevelt and Senator La Follette are 
both strong West of the Rockies, and I think it 
would take little trouble to secure the votes of the 
Western States for either Roosevelt or La Follette 
should some one start a stampede in the Chicago 
convention next June. 

“I must admit that it appears as though as the 
administration has the cards stacked for the 
renomination of Taft, but in my opinion he will be 
beaten by Governor Wilson.” 

Mr. Wikersham and his wife are en route to 
Washington.  They are spending the holiday 
season with their son, who is in charge of the 
recruiting station in the Culver Building. 

-27th - 
In the fall of 1901 I went to Nome as judge & took 
Judge Noyes seat, while he was out to San 
Francisco to answer before the U. S. Circuit Court 
of Appeals for contempt with McKenzie (Alex) in 
the famous 'Looting of Alaska’ cases. That winter I 
lived at the                Hotel run by Daggett.  I met 
there a Mrs. Emily Dornberg, whose husband had 
deser- 
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-27- 
ted her, and whose sorry plight induced Mrs. 
Daggett to take her into the hotel and keep her until 
the next spring boats took her outside. 
During the winter she (Mrs. D) “made eyes” at me 
& even attempted nearer relations which I was too 
scared (even if for no other reason) to permit.  She 
left Nome the spring of 1902.  In 1904 when I was 
in St Louis attending the Exposition as a Delegate 
to the International Congress of Lawyers - by 
appointment of President Roosevelt, she was there 
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& sent her father to see me - I called at the house 
and had dinner with her and her father & mother, 
since which time I had not seen or heard of her 
until today. 

Yesterday the “Star” published my picture and an 
interview about Alaska & being in St Louis she saw 
it & telephoned to the hotel & invited me to come to 
the Century Theater tonight & see her play.  I 
supposed she was in the ballet - or some position 
of  

Diary 20, 1911 
December 27 

-27- 
minor importance, and what was my surprise when 
I went to the theater to find her playing “leading 
lady” with Louis Mann, in “Elevating a Husband”.  
She had asked the manager to find me, which he 
did, & invited me to go behind the scenes after the 
play & meet her and Mr. Mann.  I did so & was 
invited to go with them -and a party of friends - to 
the Jefferson Hotel & have a lunch - I greatly 
enjoyed the visit & meeting her & Mr. Mann.  She 
has changed wonderfully since I saw her last, & 
seems to have some talent as an actress.  Mr. 
Mann spoke highly of her ability & predicted a 
successful career for her.  Certainly there was 
nothing in her appearance in earlier years to 
suggest that she would be as successful as she 
now is.  She referred to my talk to her in 1904 
when I urged her to an earnest effort along some 
line & told her she could make a success if she 
only would - etc. 

Diary 20, 1911 
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-St. Louis Dec. 28, 1911- 
The St. Louis Republic of today had this story! 
 
[clipping] 

JUDGE REID BURIED 
IN PLACE OF BIRTH 

St. Louis Jurist Was Youngest 
Man Ever Appointed to Place 

on Federal Bench. 
Judge Silas H. Reid, who was the youngest man 

ever appointed to a place on the United States 
bench, and who died in this city Sunday, was 
buried in Duquoin, Ill., the city of his birth, 
yesterday afternoon. 

When very ill he embraced the Christian Science 
faith, and under the administrations of a healer his 
condition became such that he and his relatives 
hoped that he would recover.  For a while he 
gained strength daily, and was able to converse 
with his relatives and friends and to make plans for 
the future. 

The illness that caused Judge Reid’s death was 
contracted while he was performing his duties in 
the District of Alaska.  He was in that northernmost 
possession of the United States but a little more 
than two years ago, and the exposure to which he 
was subjected is given by his relatives as the 
ultimate cause of his death. 

The distance between the points where he 
presided as judge was more than 400 miles, and 
the only means of transportation was by sleds 
drawn by dogs.  The long exposure was more than 
he could endure, and after a service of little more 
than two years he returned and 
went to Chicago. 

His health was so shattered that he was unable 
to resume his legal profession, and despite the 
best treatment by the most skilled physicians he 
rapidly grew worse.  Two months ago his 
physicians said there was no hope for him, and he 
was moved to the home of his sister, Mrs. Lee 
Read, at No. 2203 Park avenue. 

Before Oklahoma was admitted to the Union he 
went to that State and located at El Reno.  It was 
while he was the Republican candidate for Attorney 
General that he met Theodore Roosevelt, who 
afterwards became President.  Mr. Roosevelt 
appointed him to the Judgeship in Alaska. 

At the time of his death Judge Reid was 41 years 
old.  Prior to his leaving his old home in Du Quoin 
he served one term as City Attorney. 

The funeral services were held in the Main Street 
Christian Church and were conducted by Rev. 
Marion C. Teague and Rev. C.E. Smith. 

Judge Reid’s sisters, Mrs. Lee Read, Mrs. C.F. 
Rowland and Mrs. U.A. Gregg, of St. Louis; Mrs. 
Corydon McElvain and Mrs. Mary Saunders, of Du 
Quoin, and his brothers, George W. Reid of 
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Texarkana, Ark., and W.F. Reid of Du Quoin, 
survive him. 

 
Poor Judge Reid - he was incompetent. 

Debbie & I left St Louis today at 1200 noon for 
Washington, via the Pennsylvania system. 
Darrell is so wedded to the Navy that he is now 
quite content. 

Diary 20, 1911 
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-Washington, D.C. Dec. 29th 1911- 
We reached Washington at 1:30 p.m. and went to 
Congress Hall Hotel - where we will probably stay 
for the winter. 
I find Jack Underwood, an employee of the Seattle 
Times a member of the (Guggenheim publicity 
bureau, at my hotel.  He is the scamp who has 
written the most villainous articles attacking 
Pinchot & Poindexter & me on Alaskan matters in 
the interest of Taft & the Guggenheims - don’t yet 
know what he is here for - but its some scheme of 
rascality, of course. 
It seems that highly colored reports of my 
speeches at St Paul & Minneapolis were sent back 
to the Seattle papers & the Times has been 
“roasting” me most viciously. They seem to act on 
the assumption that I am not to be allowed to have 
even an opinion on Alaskan matters. 

Diary 20, 1911 
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-29- 
[clipping] 

WICKERSHAM FORGETS 
HIS PLEDGE OF PEACE 

Alaska Delegate Who Agreed  
to Drop Fight on Guggen- 
heims Resumes Old Policy in  
Speaking at St Paul. 
ST. PAUL, Minn., Friday, Dec. 22.- 

Delegate James Wickersham, of Alaska, speaking 
here last night broke the truce that had been 
established between him and the Alaskan who had 
opposed his warfare upon the Guggenheim 
interests, taking an opportunity offered in a public 
address to brand the Alaska Syndicate's owners as 
monopolists.  In Cordova and in Seattle a few 
weeks ago the delegate had publicly pledged 
himself to a change of front in handling Alaskan 

affairs, agreeing to a cessation of hostilities that 
included the dropping of the fight between himself 
and the Guggenheims. 

Washington and Alaska Day at the Northwestern 
Land Products Show was observed yesterday, and 
the Alaska delegate’s speech was the chief feature 
of the formal program for last night. 

“Come up and Fight the Guggenheims,” were his 
parting words. 

Discussing general Alaskan conditions Mr. 
Wickersham said the Tanana Valley alone is 
capable of supporting 10,000,000 people, but that 
the population at present is no more than a drop in 
the bucket.  He compared the district to Norway 
and Sweden, saying that Alaska is just as rich in an 
agricultural and climatic way as those countries, to 
say nothing of the wonderful mineral resources. 

In his speech before the Current Topics Club, Mr. 
Wickersham made explicit charges against the 
Guggenheims.  “As things are now,” the delegate 
said, “the Guggenheim-Morgan interests control 
not only the territory, but the real seat of the 
territorial government, which is in Washington.” 

The act drawn by Gifford Pinchot and James R. 
Garfield, said the speaker, is about the only saving 
legislation ever enacted for the territory.  He 
criticized the leasing plan proposed for the coal 
fields as dangerous and as a move to tighten the 
grip of the “interests” on the resources of the 
country. 

 
[clipping] 
ALASKANS CONDEMN 

DELEGATE’S ATTACK 
ON ADMINISTRATION 

Wickersham Accused of 
Treachery for Incendiary 
Speeches After Having 
Pledged Himself to Peace. 

PACT MADE TO FURTHER 
LEGISLATION FOR NORTH 

Leading Men of Territory Pro- 
Test Against Sentiment Ex- 
pressed, Declaring Govern- 
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ment Has Their Confidence. 
{a lie out of whole cloth.} 

By E.S. BUNCH. 
EMBITTERED against Delegate James 
Wickersham, their lone representative in Congress, 
because of what one of their leaders describes “an 
act of perfidy that only the cheapest political 
trickster would try,” Alaskans of the colony 
wintering here are denouncing him in verbage that 
would melt the snows of their Northern estates.  
The indictment against Wickersham charges 
treason in that he violated a pledge given his 
constituents that he would drop the personal 
warfare that has made all Alaska legislation 
bearing his support a target for those whose enmity 
he had incurred.  He promised to join the powerful 
pro-Alaska movement launched here this winter, 
and so to conduct himself that his membership in 
Congress would be a help instead of a hindrance 
to those honestly working to obtain for the territory 
its legislative needs. 

Wickersham’s word held good, local Alaskans 
say, just as long as he was about those to whom it 
had been given.  He pledged himself to peace in 
Seattle in a public speech under Commercial Club 
auspices December 9.  He broke faith the first time 
afterwards he was called upon for a public 
utterance in another city last Thursday night in St. 
Paul.  Night before last he went before a 
Minneapolis audience and continued his campaign 
of condemnation, aimed wide and at random. 

Delegate Begs Amnesty Here. 
Alaska’s interests at Washington have been 

suffering terribly, for one reason, because the 
territory’s delegate has aroused the opposition of 
nearly every source of influence in Congress and in 
the general government worth having.  That this is 
true he admitted himself during his Seattle visit.  
He conceded that he had lost all his power for 
constructive achievement in Congress, and that 
about all he could do single handed upon his return 
to Congress would be to hold up Alaska legislation 
against whose supporters he might bear enmity. 

It was Wickersham’s own proposition that the 

strife he had stirred up be dropped.  Using his own 
words, he said he was “ready to be a good Indian,” 
that he wanted quarter from the heavy fire here 
and in Alaska that he had drawn upon him and 
begged big Alaska men of influence her to parley 
with the opposition and obtain a truce for him. 
These men, at the time intent upon a great Pacific 
Coast movement to fight Alaska’s cause in 
Congress at this session, saw in Wickersham’s 
offer what seemed to be an opportunity to further 
the very work they were engaged upon, that of 
eliminating controversy to the end that the Northern 
territory and its 
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[clipping continued] 
Champions might go before the national 
government with a solid front, demanding rights 
upon which the whole representation would be 
united. 

Wickersham Shouts Peace. 
Wickersham was promised that the Alaskans and 

Seattle men who had fought him would let up if he 
would pledge himself to a policy of earnestly 
promoting Alaska’s needs and of keeping out of 
controversy with those whom he had been fighting, 
notably the administration as a general 
organization, the President, certain congressional 
factors and Secretary Fisher.  He accepted the 
terms gladly and took the opportunity given in his 
Commercial Club speech of December 9 to commit 
himself. 

“I am willing to be good,” said the delegate in this 
speech.  “I don’t want  to fight *  *  *  Let us get 
what we want by standing together, and let us fight 
afterwards if we want to.  *  *  * Lets quit our petty 
quarreling, get together, and accomplish some 
results.” 

After making this speech, for Seattle and Alaska 
consumption only, the delegate made another 
speech, in St. Paul, in which were these 
utterances: 

“As things (in Alaska) are now the Guggenheim-
Morgan interests control not only the territory but 
the seat of the territorial government, which is in 
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Washington. 
“Come up and help us fight the Guggenheims.” 

Taft Object of Second Attack. 
He went into Minneapolis the next day and 

during a speech there made the following attack 
upon President Taft and his administration: 

“President Taft never has suggested any 
legislation for Alaska that is fair.  Former Secretary 
of the Interior Ballinger while in office fathered all 
measures that would favor the looting of Alaska by 
the Guggenheims. 

“The President recommended a commission 
form of government, the commission to consist of 
nine men appointed by him.  Upon investigation it 
developed that the members he intended to 
appoint on the proposed commission were all 
Guggenheim men.” 

Alaskans when the reports of Wickersham’s first 
Minnesota speech were brought by the Associated 
Press were so amazed they could hardly believe 
he had been correctly quoted.  Yesterday, when 
the report of the second speech was published, 
amazement turned to wrath.  It was declared that 
Wickersham had sought her merely to negotiate a 
cheap deceit that would spare him a flaying at the 
hands of Alaskans whose statements carry 
conviction.  He had, like a bad small boy, protested 
friendship until he could reach a safe distance from 
where to throw stones. 

Seattle is deeply interested in the incident 
because of the magnitude of its undertaking in 
effecting an alliance with Alaskans really seeking to 
benefit their territory.  What will be the future 
course of Alaskans of influence remains to be 
seen, but an indication of general sentiment is to 
be found on all sides in the admonition of 
Northerners who best know the delegate’s political 
methods to renounce him and make it plain at 
Washington as early as possible that he is 
speaking for himself only, and not for Alaska, or 
anything or anyone else. 

Evil Influence Limited. 
While Wickersham's pernicious agitation to some 
extent will embarrass the delegation from the 

Coast  
that will fight for Alaska this winter, it is not ex-
pected to prove of serious damage, because 
Alaskans 
believe the delegate long ago destroyed any 
standing he might have had at the national capital.  
Seattle and Alaska interests will go before 
Congress with the attitude that the  President, 
his cabinet and Congress sincerely desire to solve 
the troubles of the North, and are eager to remove 
the bonds that have arrested its development.  
They will urge for immediate passage those 
measures all sides agree are urgently needed, and 
which are without opposition independent of 
legislation on controversial issues.  Then they will 
treat with the administration for a solution of the big 
coal and transportation issues, accepting the best 
that can be had rather than taking the stand that if 
what is asked is not given, then nothing is wanted. 

The most important of all are the coal and 
transportation questions.  A solution contemplating 
a system of leasing the coal lands and government 
ownership of a railroad line to tap them has been 
tentatively offered with the sanction of its general 
features of President Taft, Secretary of the Interior 
Fisher and the majority of the lower house.  The 
Western delegation is an opening wedge, that it is 
the best concession to be obtained at present, and 
that it is vital-that anything helpful to be obtained 
be accepted to rescue Alaska from industrial 
stagnation. 

Not Alaska’s Sentiment. 
Wickersham, Alaskans here desire it to be 

stated, does not express the sentiment of the 
territory’s population when he condemns Taft or 
Fisher.  Fisher made a tremendous impression on 
the Northerners during his visit last summer, 
convincing them he was seeking a fair solution of 
their troubles.  The great majority of Alaska 
believes he will advocate what seems to him to be 
a fair deal all around, without thought of other 
consideration.  The President, who was on 
probation because of utterances against home rule 
early in his administration, through the impression 
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Fisher made, regained their confidence when he 
endorsed Secretary Fisher’s findings.  The 
Guggenheim bugaboo is of importance only in that 
it affords a savory muckraking morsel for 
sensational speeches. 

There is no call to defend them from 
Wickersham’s accusations because the Alaska 
Syndicate is a private enterprise whose activities 
are now interesting to Alaskans only in the benefits 
they endow.  Its damage is the inference 
Wickersham and the muckrakers draw, that the 
government officials are in collusion with a 
powerful combination to loot an undeveloped 
country. 
SENATOR WILSON GOES 

TO ALASKA’S AID 
John L. Wilson, former United States senator and 

president of The Post-Intelligencer Company, will 
leave here today for Crawfordsville, Ind., his old 
home, being called there by the serious illness of 
his mother.  It is Senator Wilson’s plan to continue 
his trip to Washington, D.C., if possible, and there 
to represent Seattle and the New Chamber of 
Commerce during the present session of 
Congress. 

Senator Wilson at Washington will devote himself 
largely to informing members of the Senate and 
House of Representatives as to the facts 
concerning Alaska and thereby constitute himself, 
in fact, a representative of the Alaska Bureau of the 
Seattle Chamber of Commerce.  His wide 
acquaintance with prominent men at Washington 
will, it is certain, give him an opportunity to render 
material aid in solving problems relating to the 
practical development of Alaska. 

Diary 20, 1911 
December 29 

29 
While the reports from St Paul & Minneapolis were 
also highly colored this attack of the Times is 
worse - it is the usual treatment handed out to 
those who seek to protect Alaska from the “Big 
Interests” which the Times & P-I. represent.  
Apparently they imagine that I toast have no 
opinion upon Alaska matters only such as they 
approve.  The Times charges are unfair & based 

upon maliciously garbled reports.  I shall, of 
course, pay no attention to them - and will refrain 
from many acts of friendship which I really had 
expected to perform in my endeavors to bring 
peace to Seattle interests.  I am really disappointed 
that they will not permit a joint action - Gov. Clark 
has continued his malicious attacks in a recent 
letter to the “Square Deal League” - which the 
Times did not condemn. 

Diary 20, 1911 
December 30 

-30th - 
The father of Lt. Sam. C. Orchard, who was for four 
years the Sec. of the Alaska Road Commission, 
until he was recently convicted of embezzling its 
funds, came to see me today.  He is seeking to 
mitigate the penalty of imprisonment against his 
son - and I promised him I would do nothing in 
fighting the Commission until his case was out of 
the way.  I saw Slayden of Texas, and talked about 
the matter with him & told him the Commission had 
wasted the appropriations etc.  As soon as the 
Orchard matter is out of the way I intend to 
organize a fight against Richardson & his drunken 
& incompetent management of the Alaska road 
appropriations. 

Diary 20, 1911 
December 31 

-Dec. 31st 1911 (Sunday) - 
“Jack” Underwood, reporter for Seattle Times – 
connected once with Harry Steel in the Nome 
Nugget, the man who went with Sec. of Interior 
Fisher to Alaska this summer, who maligned and 
abused Pinchot & Poindexter so outrageously – 
and has malisously abused me more than any 
other newspaper man – is now in Washington, 
staying at Congress Hall!  He is particularly friendly 
to me & has just told me these facts: 
1st That Hoggatt some time ago made an 
agreement with Hilles – the Presidents Secretary – 
that in case Shackleford could secure the two 
delegates from Alaska for Taft in the National Con 
– he, Shackleford, should have control of all Alaska 
appointments.  2nd That the Guggenheim 
representations (Young, of the C.R. & N.W. Ry) 
was opposed to the scheme, but did 

Diary 20, 1911 
December 31 

31 
not know how to prevent it - that Jafet Lindeberg 
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was also opposed - all the big interests in Alaska 
are opposed - because Shackleford has (in the last 
election especially) “shaken them down” for large 
sums of money - without any result.  Underwood 
announces his entire opposition to Shackleford -but 
does not seem to have any plan.  He also told me 
he was here to run a Seattle publicity scheme - at 
$500 per month. 
He also told me that Daly, Dem. Nat. Com. from 
Alaska, asked him recently to see the Gugg. 
Officials in Seattle & get a contribution to the 
Alaska Demo. Campaign Fund! 
He expresses a willingness to work with me in 
securing some results for Alaska - while I do not 
intend to confide in him.  I shall consult & get what 
assistance I can for Alaska. 

Diary 20, 1912 
January 1 

Jany 1st  1912. 
Worked in the office all day - did not attend the 
President’s Reception. 

-3rd- 
Congress meets again today at noon.  Have 
introduced two new bills - one to provide light & fog 
signal stations at Cape Spencer.  Cape St. Elias 
and at entrance to Resurrection Bay; the other bill 
provides for giving Indians of the whole or mixed 
blood patents in severalty for lands (homesteads) 
in Alaska, and the equal protection of the laws. 

-10th- 
Bishop Rowe & Daly are here consorting with 
Underwood.  Democratic Nat. Com. in session 
yesterday chose Baltimore  

Diary 20, 1912 
January 10-12 

10 
as the place & June 25 as the time to nominate 
their candidate for President two evenings ago they 
held a great Democratic feast here in Washington 
& Bryan declared fro Wilson of N.J. & it looks easy 
for him at this time.  Daly is Nat. Com. for Alaska. 

I have introduced several bills - one to give lands 
to Indians in severalty in Alaska, another to build 
light houses & fog signals to Cape Spencer, Cape 
St. Elias & Resurrection Bay.  One to give 
American registry to a Norwegian ice breaker 'Kit’ 
& today one to enable incorporated towns in 
Alaska to extend their boundaries. 

-12th - 
Daly is busy at work trying to undo the work of 
Roth & Heilig who have written ugly letters to the 
Democratic members of the Com. on Ter. declaring 

Diary 20, 1912 
January 12 

12 
that my bill for an Elective Legislature is not 
sufficient, & trying to defeat it.  There is a general 
fight against it from Administration sources & the 
editorial in this mornings Post shows how bitter that 
opposition is: it also shows that they understand 
that it will be no easy matter to defeat it.  I asked 
Daly if he thought Jack Underwood wrote the 
editorial - that I did.  Daly says Jack did not write it 
- but I am not so sure. 

This editorial ought to do more good than harm - 
with the Democrats. 
The Washington Post 
FRIDAY, JANUARY 12, 1912 

As to Home Rule for Alaska. 
Alaska is still shrinking back into its boots. One 

after another, the exploitations that marked the 
conservation craze have been revealed in their true 
proportions.  The five-hundred-billion dollar bargain 
we got in the purchase of the Territory is now seen 
to be the veriest buncombe.  All of the “great 
discoveries” since the prospecting for gold a dozen 
years or more ago have had their paper valuations 
discounted.  Such capital as had been interested in 
development schemes was driven out by the 
muckraking campaign.  The “closed door” policy 
has about done its worst. 

Today the revenue derived from the taxable 
property of Alaska is $400,000 a year, a beggarly 
showing, indeed, in contrast with the popular idea 
of what the conditions are like.  It costs the national 
government $3,000,000 a year to administer the 
affairs of the territory, or $2,600,000 in excess of 
the revenues.  Nevertheless, the set of politicians 
who had a hand in the Controller Bay and other 
face charges against the administration are 
agitating for a change of government from Federal 
control to home rule, which would put the burden of 
expense on the people, increasing the tax rate 
fivefold. 
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As Gov. Clark says, in criticism of the movement, 
“The people should not forget that self-government 
means self-support.”  Where the money is to come 
from the advocates of a change do not say, nor do 
they seem to care any more than where the facts 
were to come from to bolster up the gratuitous 
charges they brought against the highest officials 
at Washington.  Home rule, the present state of 
affairs, would, in a few years, reduce Alaska to the 
level she occupied under Russian rule - the final 
triumph of muck rating. 

Diary 20, 1912 
January 13-16 

-13th - 
Daly and I go to the proposed amendments to the 
Home Rule bill agreed on today - Bishop Rowe is 
to go before the Com. on Ter. on Tuesday - and 
will advocate a system of Indian Reservations for 
Alaska - I shall oppose the system for I favor 
making the Indians citizens - Rowe was before 
Sec. of Interior Fisher & the Bureau of Indian Ed. 
for Alaska a day or two ago - & I am told they 
oppose his reservation scheme also. 
Got a letter from Judge Pratt tonight - he is coming 
to Washington & told me that Gov. Clark was on 
the train coming also. 

-16- 
Bishop Rowe appeared before the Com on Ter. 
today & argued in favor of a policy of establishing 
reservations for 

Diary 20, 1912 
January 16 

16 
Indians in Alaska.  He did not make much headway 
& the committee asked him to confer with me & 
Daly  (the Dem. Nat. Com. & lawyer from Alaska) 
about formulating a plan - I think there is but little to 
expect from his plan, for it has long been the policy 
of the Govt. not to establish reservations in Alaska.  
I shall favor giving the Indians lands in severalty & 
establishing reservations of say, 2 sq. mi. to cover 
each of their villages - but no more.  Some 
provision ought to be made for protecting the public 
health by quarantining against disease in their 
camps, - & for furnishing them with physicians and 
medicines. 
The case of Nagle v. U.S. 191, Fed. Rep 141, has 
added to the settlement of the final question by 

declaring most of them citizens of the U.S. 
Diary 20, 1912 
January 17 

-17th - 
Daly insists that the Democrats of the Com. on Ter. 
want to be assured that I will not again be a 
candidate for Delegate - that such an assurance 
will facilitate the passage of my Legislative Bill - I 
am ready to sacrifice my political ambition to get 
the bill passed. 

Hon Walter Eli Clark, Gov. of the district of 
Alaska is here - & the U.S. Circuit Court of 
Appeals, 9th Circuit, has just decided that Alaska is 
a Territory & not a district.  I understand that Clark 
is here to knock Alaskan legislation - in the interest 
of the “Big Interests.”  If he does I intend to throw at 
least two more bricks at Taft’s political windows - 
Had a hearing this afternoon before Sub 
Committee on my bill to grant American registry to 
a Norwegian Ice breaker to run in Bering sea - from 
Dutch Harbor.  Olson, Kolash, & Daly all from 
Nome were witnesses & I presented the matter. 

Diary 20, 1912 
January 18 

-18th – 
Daly tells me that he has talked to Speaker Clark & 
Dem. leader Underwood & they have both agreed 
to let my Legislative Bill go through - that means 
the Demo organization. 

-19th - 
Mr. Louis K. Pratt & wife are in the city He has lived 
in Fairbanks since 1904 and prior to that in Eagle & 
long before that in Juneau.  She is going in to 
Fairbanks with him this spring - he has always lived 
a hermit’s lonely life in Alaska on account of his 
liquor habit - but now he has - for four years - quit 
that & Harry his son has gone in & now the wife & 
the family will be regathered.  Pratt was a “terror” 
for years - but is now quite normal. They are 
visiting Washington on a honeymoon trip in honor 
of their renewed relations. 

Diary 20, 1912 
January 19 

19 
Gaudell, Sec. of the Seattle Chamber of 
Commerce, one of the Seattle “lobby” to direct 
legislation for Alaska is here - was at lunch today at 
Congress Hall Hotel with Jack Underwood & 
Ashmun Brown, two other members from Seattle.  
Frank Scranton, who was postmaster at Nome in 
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1901-02, when I was there as judge, also came in 
to my office - he is a delegate from Portland - one 
by one they are gathering 
- Gov. Clark & Richardson are here - & I can see a 
hard fight against the passage of my legislative bill 
brewing!  Ex Senator Wilson will be here next week 
- Daly has gone - he came & made a public 
statement for it - in Jack Underwoods telegram to 
the Seattle papers - for political effect in Alaska - & 
then ran so as not to have to fight - & I am left to 
fight alone - well, I am prepared - 

Diary 20, 1912 
January 21 

-Sunday, Jany 21, 1912. “Star”- 
[clipping] 
DELEGATES Possess All the Privileges of 
Members Except Right to Vote – the Six Men 
Represent Varied and Interesting Life Histories-
Hawaiian Representative Is a Prince of the Royal 
House That Ruled for Many Years – Delegate 
Wickersham of Alaska Has Record as a Mountain 
Climber. 
 
It to possesses all the privileges of members of the 
national House of Representatives, except the right 
to vote, is the peculiar lot of but six men.  They are 
the delegates and resident commissioners of the 
territories and insular possessions of the United 
States. 

It is doubtful if any other six men could be 
gathered from the two houses of Congress who 
would present such widely varied and interesting 
life histories and records of endeavor as do the 
representatives of Alaska, Hawaii, the Philippines, 
Porto Rico and the last continental territory soon to 
become a state, Arizona. 

J. Kuhio Kalanianaole, the Hawaiian, is a prince 
of the royal house that ruled for many years.  Had 
the kingdom of Hawaii continued, he would some 
day have succeeded Queen Liliuokalani and 
become 

JAMES WICKERSHAM, 
Delegate from Alaska.  He climbs  

Alaskan mountains for sport. 
King of Hawaii.  The two men who represent the 
Philippines were both leaders in Aguinaldo’s long 

fight against the American rule in the Philippines. 
* 

*    * 
James Wickersham, delegate from Alaska, 

adventurer and mountain climber, made a partial 
ascent of Mount McKinley before the famed exploit 
of Dr. Cook, who claimed to have reached its head.  
Ralph Cameron of Arizona, quiet and retiring, built 
the Bright Angel trail down the walls of the Grand 
Canyon of the Colorado and made a name for 
himself as a worthy follower of the pioneers. 

Within a year the delegates in Congress will 
represent only the far-off possessions of the United 
States.  The last territory within the nation’s 
borders passes out of existence with the admission 
to statehood of Arizona, for New Mexico took its 
place as a state January 6, and duly elected  

[photograph of] 
BENITO LEGARDA. 

He was a member of Aguinaldo’s cabi- 
net during the Philippine insurec- 

tion. 
Members of Congress possessed of all the power 
conferred by election to such offices will come 
soon to take the place of Delegates Andrews and 
Cameron. 

A delegate in Congress my introduce bills; he 
may interrupt the sessions of the House to make a 
speech, move the passage of a bill, or make a 
point of order against a member; he has the 
franking privilege; is given an office in the official 
office building; and regularly draws the full salary 
and allowance of a member of Congress.  But he 
cannot cast a vote, or make a motion to reconsider 
a vote that has been taken. 

The Spanish war brought the first insular 
representation into the House of Representatives.  
Hawaii, when it came into the possession of the 
United States on its own volition, secured the right 
to seat a delegate in Congress, as a territory, and 
since then the resident commissioners of Porto 
Rico and the Philippines have been given the same 
standing as the delegates. 

* 
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*    * 
Who are these men who combine in this voteless 
coterie the representation of all the outlying 
possessions of Uncle Sam, and the last divisions of 
the United States itself to be enrolled in the rank of 
states?  Four of them are foreigners, thoroughly 
representative of the people whose affairs they are 
sent to watch at Washington.  Delegate Rivera of 
Porto Rico was an insurgent against Spanish rule 
in his native country more than ten years before 
the clash between the United States and Spain 
which cast 

Diary 20, 1912 
January 21 

-21- 
[clipping continued]   
Porto Rico free from the Spanish yoke. 

Manuel L. Quezon, one of the Filipino 
commissioners, only thirty-three years old, was an 
officer of Aguinaldo’s staff.  Benito Legarda, his 
colleague, was a member of Aguinaldo’s cabinet in 
the exciting days of the Filipino revolution. 

Jointly these two Filipinos have a constituency of 
8,000,000 people, a million more than the thirty-
seven representatives from the state of New York.  
They are distinctly representative of their own 
people; they stand for the independence of the 
Philippine Islands, although they entertain different 
ideas as to how and when this condition of 
independence shall be brought about. 

Manuel Quezon is the popular delegate from the 
island, elected by the Filipino assembly, while 
Benito Legarda is the delegate chosen by the 
American commission which rules the islands.  
Delegate Legarda is fifty-eight years old, and a 
leader in the progresista party.  During the days of 
the Filipino republic, the early days when 
Aguinaldo was leader, Delegate Legarda was 
secretary of the treasury of the republic.  At the 
same time Delegate Quezon, then a boy of 
seventeen, was a soldier in the army of Aguinaldo. 

* 
*    * 

When American occupation came and the United 
States took over the sovereignty of the islands from 
Spain, Legarda went into Manila and began the 

work of bringing peace between the people and 
their new rulers.  Quezon still kept to the field, 
where he had won promotion after promotion.  In 
the last days of conflict between the American and 
Filipino troops Maj. Quezon was captured; and he 
was held as a military prisoner until peace was 
declared some six months later. 

Both men are lawyers, graduates of the 
University of St. Thomas at Manila, an institution 
twenty-five years older than Harvard.  Both are 
expert linguists, speaking their native dialects, 
English, Spanish, French and Portuguese.  
Quezon represents the nationalist party, the party 
now in control of affairs in the island; and as a 
representative of that, he demands immediate 
independence for the Filipino people. 

Legarda, as representative of the progresista 
party, also stands for the independence of the 
islands; but it is the view of the leaders of his party 
that the island people are not yet ready, and that 
independence is at least one generation away.  
The difference in political views and the 
earnestness of the advocates of both ideas 
indicate a healthy interest in public affairs among 
Uncle Sam’s newest citizens. 

By “immediate independence,” the nationalists, 
whose views Delegate Quezon represents, do not 
mean that the islands shall cast loose from the 
United States as soon as the independence is 
authorized.  They believe that the problem can be 
handled intelligently, and the independence 
brought about scientifically, so that in about six 
years the Filipino republic will sail forth fully 
organized, as the first republic of the orient to be 
astablished under the guiding hand of the United 
States. 

* 
*    * 

Both of the Filipinos now at Washington have 
held important positions in the island government 
since the memorable day in 1898 when Dewey 
captured Manila.  Delegate Legarda was appointed 
a member of the Philippine commission February 
1, 1901, by President McKinley, and held that 
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office until he was elected commissioner at 
Washington, in 1907.   Delegate Quezon, who was 
reared in the province of Tayabas, was elected 
provincial governor of that province in 1906; was  

 
[photograph of] 
J. KUHIO KALAIANAOLE, 
Delegate from Hawaii; a royal prince 
  who would have been king of 
  Hawaii. 
 

Elected to the Philippine assembly from that 
district in 1907; became floor leader of the 
nationalists party and resigned in 1909, when 
chosen resident commissioner at Washington. 
Of the island representatives in Congress, Prince 
Kalanianaole of Hawaii has served the longest, 
having been elected five times by popular vote in 
the Hawaiian Islands.  He is  probably the only heir 
to a throne who has ever graced the halls of 
Congress.  Not withstanding the fact that the ruling 
family was overthrown and the republic of Hawaii 
formed in 1893, Prince Kalanianaole’s personal 
popularity is attested by the fact that in each of the 
five elections as delegate his vote has exceeded 
the combined 
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-21- 
[clipping continued] 
vote of the other two candidates.   

Delegate Kalanianaole is a cousin of King 
Kalakua and of Queen Liliuokalani.  As there was 
no direct heir to the throne, he was created prince 
by royal proclamation in 1884, and would have 
succeeded to the throne had the kingdom 
continued.  He is forty years old, a lover of sports 
and the possessor of a large country place on the 
Island of Hawaii. 

Each summer the men who live on this big 
reservation go to Honolulu to represent the former 
prince as participants in the races and sports.  For 
years Delegate Kalanianaole has had an outrigger 
crew in the canoe races, and time after time they 
have carried off the prize as the fastest crew in the 
water. 

* 
*    * 

He is fond of yachting and spends much of the 
summer cruising about the islands.  After his 
marriage, in 1896, to the daughter of a chief of the 
Island of Maui, Prince Kalanianaole made a tour of 
the world and was received with royal attention.  
The prince and princess were in South Africa at the 
time of the Boer war, and the British government 
designated Sir Summers Vine to escort them as 
guests of the government.  Delegate Kalanianaole 
stands high in congressional circles in Washington.  
On no proposition advanced by him in Congress 
has he ever been turned down. 

The affairs of Porto Rico are represented in 
Congress by Luis Munoz Rivera, one of the most 
active figures in that country in the long fight for 
greater liberty under the Spanish colonial 
government.  Delegate Rivera is a journalist of 
power and recognized standing.  He was writing for 
progressive newspapers of Porto Rico at twenty.  
At thirty he had founded La Democracia, a daily 
published at Ponce, devoted to opposition to 
Spanish methods. 

His activities brought upon him the constant 
attention of the Spanish authorities during the ten 
years preceding the Spanish-American war, and 
more than once these attentions amounted to 
prosecution.  He founded the liberal party in Porto 
Rico in 1897, and in the same year, when Queen 
Maria Christina of Spain decreed a system of self-
government for the island, Rivera became 
secretary of state, and later president of the Porto 
Rican cabinet. 

Under American control of Porto Rico Rivera 
continued for some time a s president of the 
cabinet.  Later he came to the United States to 
urge free trade with Porto Rico; and in 1901 he 
established the Porto Rico Herald in New York, 
and published it for four years.  He is now leader of 
the unionist party in the island, and was elected as 
resident commissioner at Washington in 1910. 

* 
*    * 
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The other two delegates are typical Americans.  
Delegate Ralph H. Cameron of Arizona was born in 
Maine, and Delegate James Wickersham of Alaska 
was born, educated and admitted to the bar in 
Illinois. 

Diary 20, 1912 
January 21 

-21- 
[clipping continued]   

Judge Wickersham climbs Alaskan mountains for 
pleasure.  He was practicing law in Tacoma in 
1900, when President McKinley appointed him 
district Judge for Alaska.  He traveled over that 
territory with dogs, boats and snow shoes.  He held 
court in Fairbanks when it was composed of one or 
two log huts, instead of the 4,000 people it now 
holds, and when the hotels, electric lights, gas and 
other modern conveniences which it contains were 
unthought of. 

In the intervals of court work Judge Wickersham 
organized an expedition in 1903 to climb the 
famous Mount McKinley.  Dr. Cook had not yet 
made his noted ascent of the mountain; in fact,  
 
[photograph of] 
Louis Munoz Rivera, 
Porto Rico’s commissioner in Congress. 
  He was an insurgent against Spain 
  ten years before the Spanish war. 
 
the Cook party went in just about the time the 
Wickersham party, provisionless and exhausted, 
was beating its way out, subsisting on short 
rations. 

Judge Wickersham took five men and two mules, 
named Mark and Hanna, and made the first actual 
attempt to scale the mountain.  The trip started 
May 16, by steamer to the head of navigation, and 
then across to the mountain partly by poling boats 
and partly overland.  Provisions gave out after a 
week’s work at the attempted ascent of the 
mountain, during which the party reached an 
altitude of 10,000 feet, had thrilling experiences 
with glaciers and snow-covered crevasses, and 
made many important topographical maps later 
adopted by the geological survey. 

* 
*    * 

It takes the Alaskan delegate nearly a year to 
cover his district in a campaign.  He reaches the 
coast cities by boat, goes down the Yukon to the 
interior, and goes in, as far as time and facilities 
permit, to the interior camps.  So closely is the 
population packed in the settled districts, however, 
that he is able to tell by midnight of election day, 
from the telegraphic reports from the more 
important cities, whether or not he has been 
elected. 

Delegate Ralph H . Cameron of Arizona moved 
out to Arizona in 1883.  His appearance hardly 
suggests the work he ahs done in the southwest as 
sheriff, pioneer, trail builder, stock raiser and miner.  
Cameron was sheriff of Coconino county for three 
terms.  He located and built the Bright Angel trail 
into the Grand Canyon of the Colorado, and he still 
maintains it. 

The position of the delegate in Congress has 
always been a source of trouble.  When the 
number of states was smaller and the territories 
more numerous the delegates were frequently in 
controversy with members of the House as to what 
powers they could exercise. 

As a matter of fact, although the Constitution of 
the United States provides only for senators and 
representatives from states, and does not mention 
delegates from territories, the delegate was 
authorized by the Continental Congress in 1787, 
two years before the Constitution was adopted. 

In that year the Continental Congress passed “an 
ordinance for the government of the territory of the 
United States northwest of the River Ohio,” and 
authorized that immense region to send a delegate 
to Congress who should have the “right of 
debating, but not of voting.”  In 1817 that principle 
was put into a general law by Congress, so that all 
territorial delegates are now authorized to debate, 
but are prohibited form voting. 

In the earlier days, time and again the delegates 
had to appeal to the House to determine their 
powers and standing.  Henry H. Sibley, then a 
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delegate from the state of Minnesota, secured a 
memorable ruling in 1849, when he took charge on 
the floor of the House, of the passage of the bill to 
organize the territory of Minnesota. 

* 
*    * 

Sibley’s right to make the necessary motions was 
questioned, and he appealed to Speaker Robert C. 
Winthrop of Massachusetts.  After a careful study 
of the authority under which delegates sit in the 
House, and the precedents which had governed 
their participation in its proceedings, Speaker 
Winthrop permitted Delegate Sibley to make the 
necessary motions. 
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-21- 
[clipping continued] 

“It is clear that the gentleman from Wisconsin 
has no right to vote,” said Speaker Winthrop.  “The 
chair has had some doubt whether the gentleman 
has the right to make a motion.  It has, however, 
been the uniform practice in the House to allow 
delegates to make motions. 

“The chair believes, upon the whole, that 
delegates from territories could not subserve the 
purpose for which they are sent here unless they 
have the right to make motions, and as the law 
does not expressly deny them that right, the chair 
is disposed to accord to them the largest liberty.” 

Most of the questions concerning the rights of 
delegates were settled long ago.  Practically all of 
the internal problems, concerning lands, 
homestead laws, settler’s rights, mining and 
prospecting with which they were formerly so 
intimately concerned, have gone into the hands of 
state delegations.  Within another year there will be 
a marked change in the character of the territorial 
delegation. 
It will then be distinctly the representation of the 
far-off people of the United States.  Already Alaska 
and Hawaii are clamoring for “home rule.”  The 
Philippines, in the demand for independence, have 
many strong supporters in Congress.  There are 
big insular problems to be dealt with in the not 
distant future, and the delegates from the island 

possessions of the United States will play an 
important part in their development. 

Diary 20, 1912 
January 22 

-22nd - 
Chairman Flood, Com. on the Territories, told me 
today he would try to get my bill for an elective 
Territorial Legislature in Alaska up for passage on 
Wednesday, the 31st.  I have begun to skirmish & 
put my friends wise to the date & request them to 
be present and help me.  I am quite hopeful that it 
will pass through I am told that Sherley, of Ky. 
White, of Ohio, & Maun, the Republican leader 
from Illinois will fight its passage.  Wedemyer, of 
Mich, came in this afternoon & read me a portion of 
a speech he will deliver in its favor.  I am preparing 
letter with data to send every member the day 
before so as to give them both notice and 
information in favor of the passage of the bill. 

Diary 20, 1912 
January 22 

-22nd continued- 
It has been known for some days that Judge 
Donworth had tendered his resignation & that the 
President had promised to appoint Wm. E. 
Humphrey, as U.S. Dist Judge at Seattle.  Senator 
Poindexter & the Progressives, of course, opposed 
Humphrey, & so, it appears, did the greater part of 
the Seattle bar.  The President had agreed to 
appoint Humphrey, who is his most object partisan 
- which fact was known & the objectives acted 
accordingly - for with tears in his voice, Humphrey 
told me this afternoon that Judge Donworth had 
withdrawn his resignation!!  Poor H— feels badly, 
for he cannot be reelected to Congress & by his 
subserviency to Taft has made so many enemies 
that even his own town has gone back on him.  
Taft may do something, though, before the 4th of 
March, 1913 -otherwise? 

Diary 20, 1912 
January 22 

-22nd continued- 
I moved the admission of Judge Louis K. Pratt, of 
Fairbanks, in the U.S. Supreme Court, today.  Saw 
B.S. Grosscup in attendance.  Received letter from 
Yandell, Sec. of the Seattle Cham, of Com. today 
asking me to attend a meeting at the New Willard 
Hotel tomorrow evening, with a view of working for 
Alaska legislation!  It is a lobby scheme from 
Seattle in the interest of the Transportation 
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Companies going out of Seattle to Alaska & a job 
to prevent the passage of my Legislative Bill!  My 
plan is, first, to put the Seattle-bunch on record 
against the Legislative Bill - then hold everything 
up they want until my bill is passed! Have been 
doing that for three years & shall continue it to the 
end. 

Diary 20, 1912 
January 24 

-24th - 
I visited White of Ohio yesterday & tried to 
persuade him not to oppose my legislative bill - 
think I softened him some, but I learn that he & 
probably Shirley of Ky. & some others will oppose 
it. 
Today I am bounding up on friends.  Sulzer, of N.Y. 
tells me that the Demo, organization has 
determined to pass it in the House - that it has now 
become a party measure.  Have also talked with 
the following Republicans who will speak on the 
floor for it – Wedemyer, Norris, LaFollette, Good, & 
half a dozen others.  I am now very hopeful that it 
will be passed probably a week from today - on 
Calendar Wednesday.  In the meantime I have 
promised to send date etc. to may members who 
will “assist” & will also send many letters & date to 
others whom I hope to persuade to take a bold 
stand for it. 

Diary 20, 1912 
January 25 

-January 25th , 1912.- 
Attended a meeting of the Seattle “Big Interest” 
bunch this evening at the New Willard Hotel.  It 
reminded me of the old fashioned scheme of a 
ward political meeting - one of the “bunch” on the 
front seat - jumped up and nominated Ex Senator 
John L. Wilson as chairman & it went with a 
“hoopla” - he then nominated Wilson’s secretary, 
for the Sec. of the meeting & that, too, went 
through.  Wilson then reached down in his pocket 
& drew forth a “plan” & other schemes & took 
charge - announced what must be done - & what 
not, - fixed plans for future work – announced the 
principles, etc., etc.  It was decidedly a 'cut & dried’ 
political scheme worthy of the “Stealth Ward.” 

Diary 20, 1912 
January 25 

25 
The next man on his feet - after Wilson - was Hon. 
'Billy’ Sulzer, of N.Y. who made a red-hot speech 

for my Legislative Bill - contrary to Wilson’s 
announcement that it was “politics” & must not be 
mentioned. 
They called on me - I talked only a minute & said I 
came to hear - that I was, of course, interested in 
the development of Alaska & welcomed every 
assistance to that end.  Senator Jones also talked 
platitudes & one or two others & the meeting 
adjourned after Wilson had announced that he had, 
previous to the time of the meeting, made 
arrangements to have the delegates & the 
Members of Congress from Wash. Or. & Cal. call 
on the President. 
While the “bunch” say they are working in the 
interest of Alaska - they are each & every one 
representative of special interests -  

Diary 20, 1912 
January 25 

25 
Wilson is working “politics” for Taft & also in the 
special interest of the fisheries & transportation 
Co.s to Alaska!   Jack Underwood, who is really to 
managing director & publicity Agent, is, so he told 
me, getting $500. a month – he represents the 
interests who are paying that money.  This is fairly 
descriptive of each & every man - the San 
Francisco men represent very largely the fishing -
(canneries) & steamship lines to Alaska.  John 
Rosenel was present – smoking & listening.  Jack 
Underwood & his friends gave Gov. Clark a 
“dinner” at Congress Hall – this evening.  Clark did 
not attend the meeting – he is to stay out & fight 
my Legislative Bill – while his friends – attempt to 
keep me quiet with the agreement that otherwise 
they cannot get what they want!  The fight is only 
being postponed! 

Diary 20, 1912 
January 26 

-26th - 
Wm Piggott, Pres. of the Alaska Square Deal 
League, of Seattle, reached here today.  He says 
he will “go to the front” & assist me to pass the 
Legislative Bill.  He telegraphed for Heifner, Demo, 
manager for Wilson, & will get him over from N.Y. 
at once & they will go to work as an antidote to the 
poison of the Wilson-Underwood- “Big Interest” 
bunch.  It is a pleasure to have some one to set 
after them & hope Piggott & Heifner will soon get 
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on the job. 
The evening “Times” says when the Wilson - 

Seattle-Big Int. Com. called on Taft today he told 
them he intended to send in a Message at once 
recommending that Congress pass an act giving 
Alaska a Legislature 1/2 elected & 1/2 appointive 
(Well that’s 1/2 on his part - we will knock out  
 

Diary 20, 1912 
January 26-29 

26 
the appointive 1/2 and make it wholly elective.  
Evidently he intends to die hard - & evidently the 
Wilson bunch did not bar “politics” in its talk with 
Taft.  I shall go to work at once to pound the hell 
out of the “lobby.” 

-29- 
Went with Kolash, postmaster from Nome to see 
Sen. Bourne, of Or. the Ch. of the Sen. Com. on 
Post offices etc. & Kolash explained fight being 
made on him by Gov. Clark & P.M. Genl. 
Hitchcock, who admitting that he has made a 
superior officer yet refuse to reappoint him 
because they say he voted for me at the last 
election in Alaska. Hitchcock & Clark both made 
that objection. –We went to see Sen. 
Poindexter also -  Bourne agreed that no post 
office confirmation should be made in 

Diary 20, 1912 
January 29-30 

-29- 
Alaska over my protest & both Senators asked 
Kolash to make a statement of the facts.  Am 
working hard on the arrangement of a speech 
which I hope to be able to make on the occasion of 
the consideration of my Elective Territorial 
Legislative Bill. 

-30th - 
John L. Wilson & Jack Underwood & the “Fish & 
Transportation Lobby” of which they & Gov. Clark 
are the active members are busy doing all they can 
against the passage of the Legislative Bill & 
logrolling for the Big Interest bills -They are smiling 
at my face & doing all they can to stab me in the 
back.  This morning's Washington Post has a long 
statement from Clark of his speech in Conn. last 
night & the following editorial: 

Diary 20, 1912 30 

January 30 [clipping] 
Alaskan Affairs. 

Gov. Clark of Alaska removes many 
misapprehensions concerning that Territory in the 
speech delivered at Waterbury Conn., last night.  
He shows that the progress of Alaska has been 
retarded by wild and false reports that the riches of 
that country had been “gobbled up” by monopolistic 
syndicates.  Congress has been derelict in 
legislating for Alaska, both in the matter of better 
administration of government and in providing such 
necessaries as lighthouses, hospitals, &etc. 

The needs of Alaska have been brought sharply 
to the attention of Congress by Gov. Clark, and it is 
to be hoped that politics can be laid aside long 
enough to enable Congress to do a little 
constructive work. Alaska does not need, and 
probably could not support, home rule at this time.  
It is more dependent upon Congress than any 
other part of the United States outside of the 
District of Columbia.  While this District gets too 
much legislation and has become a nursery for 
political experiments, Alaska is neglected, and is 
prevented from helping herself. 

The power of the muckraker to destroy the 
reputation of any man who honestly endeavors to 
help Alaska has now disappeared, and there is no 
good reason why able men in Congress should not 
go ahead and devise means for relieving the 
immediate necessities of the country.  President 
Taft has directed attention to several important 
matters of legislation which Congress should 
attend to.  It is expected that he will send in a 
special message dealing in detail with Alaskan 
affairs.  This message ought to bring forth 
something tangible for the improvement of 
conditions in that Territory. 
 
This and the other editorial printed in the Post on 
January 12 (which see herein on that date) seem 
to me to be in the cunning language of Gov. Clark.  
He evidently left the Post a copy of his address to 
be delivered at Waterbury & evidently wrote the 
editorial & left it with the speech.  Both are printed 
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in the same issue of the Post, and seem to be a 
part of the work of the Wilson-Underwood “lobby” 
of which Clark is an active and sympathetic 
member.  They are laying up a good “licking.” 

Diary 20, 1912 
January 31 

-January 31st - 
The Legislative Bill did not come up today - 
crowded out by prior bills. 

The P-I of a few days ago - just received here 
today has a bitter editorial against Senator Jones & 
Congressman Humphrey - declaring that Jones is 
doing wrong to support Humphrey for Judge U.S. 
Dist. Court, to be appointed at Seattle in 
Donworths place.  I gave the paper to Humphrey & 
he started on the “war path” against Wilson, who is 
here at the head of the “lobby.”  I hope they kill 
each other! 
U. G. Myers & his wife, our old friends of Eagle 
City, Alaska, for so many years are here visiting & 
took dinner with us.  Am busy on my speech to be 
delivered on my Legislative Bill. 

Diary 20, 1912 
February  2 

-Febry 2.- 
Taft Sent in his Alaska message today - it is weak -
much weaker - in opposition to my Legislative Bill 
than I anticipated - for which I am glad, of course. 

Here it is:  
 

[clipping] 
I have already recommended to Congress the 

establishment of a form of commission government 
for Alaska.  The Territory is too extended, its needs 
are too varied, and its distance from Washington 
too remote to enable Congress to keep up with its 
necessities in the matter of legislation of a local 
character. 

The governor of Alaska in his report, which 
accompanies that of the Secretary of the Interior, 
points out certain laws that ought to be adopted, 
and emphasizes what I have said as to the 
immediate need for a government of much wider 
powers than now exists there, if it can be said to 
have any government at all. 
 
0. P. Hubbard of Valdes came in to Wash. today in 
the interest of the Valdes plan to secure the Govt. 

Ry. from that point instead of from Seward.  Taft’s 
message recommends Seward - H- wants Valdes - 
 

Diary 20, 1912 
February 3 

-Feb. 3- 
The more I read Taft's message on Alaska the 
better it looks to me.  He has practically withdrawn 
his former objections to an elective legislature plan 
for Alaska -I really wonder if he means it? I intend 
to go and interview ex-Senator John L. Wilson, 
who is here ahead of the Lobby from Seattle and is 
playing politics - and see if he cannot be brought to 
see that if they will Jet the elective system go 
through it will do Taft more good than anything else 
he can do.  I'll try it anyway - and then I can later 
accuse them of refusing if they do refuse. 
 

Diary 20, 1912 
February 6   

-6th - 
[clipping]  

Gov. Clark Opposes 
The Wickersham Bill 

Asserting Alaska is not yet ready for self-
government, Gov. Walter E. Clark, of Alaska, today 
opposed the Wickersham bill before the House 
Committee on Territories.  Delegate Wickersham 
has a bill pending providing a territorial form of 
government, with an elective assembly. 

Governor Clark argued that self-government 
would mean self-support, and he declared that the 
Territory is not yet capable of supporting itself.  He 
urged that no change in the present system be 
made until Alaska is more fully developed. 

 
Last week it was suggested that the Ter. Com. 
Wished to have Gov. Clark appeared before it on 
Alaska matters which he did today in company with 
former Senator John L. Wilson.  Clark testified for 
two hours - principally against the elective 
Legislative Bill - but it was a poor case he made. 
He did us more good than harm, although he was 
perfectly willing to do the latter.  The hearing was 
adjourned until Thursday - when Wilson & his 
“bunch” will try to get in aid to Clark. 
In anticipation of this effort on Saturday I 
telegraphed to Heifner (who is the Democratic 
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Wash. State Manager for Gov. Wilson of New 
Jersey for President) and Piggott of Seattle to 
come over:  Demo Leader Underwood, of the 
House agreed again with Heifner that the bill 
should go through in two weeks - without doubt! 

Diary 20, 1912 
February  8 

-8th - 
Gov. Clark again before the Com. on Ter. & again 
agreed - weakly - against the elective legislative 
bill.  Ex. Sen. John L. Wilson of Wash. State, Ed & 
owner P-I also spoke in vague & general terms for 
aids to navigation! but nothing for Legislative Bill.  
Steward from Seward - A Canadian from Toronto - 
then spoke strongly for govt aid to the Alaska 
Northern Ry. -the Seward road etc. and then 
branched off and attacked the Elective Legislative 
Bill!  I asked him to name anyone - even one man -
in Alaska opposed to it, but he could not.  
Afterward he came around and said he did not 
understand - that he was not opposed to it etc.  But 
now, I'll let their Railroad extension of time Bill 
stand until my elective Legislative Bill shall pass 
the House Senate! 

Diary 20, 1912 
February 9  

-9th - 
Busy preparing speech to be made when Elective 
Legislative Bill is before the House.  They promise 
now to bring it up on Wednesday, a week from next 
Wednesday. 

Recd, telegram from Fairbanks: 
“Fairbanks, Alaska, Feb. 9, 1912”  

James Wickersham, Delegate from Alaska, Wash 
D.C. 
Your letter received.  Have received intimation from 
War Department it has favorable report from Road 
Commission regarding Automobile road.  See 
Richardson report of January fifth that department.  
We request you will introduce bill asking million six 
hundred thousand for roads all Alaska this year as 
per their report.  Will you do so.  Wire. 

“Fairbanks Commercial Club” 
Of course I will not ask Congress to give to 
Drunken Richardson any more money for any 
purpose whatever!  I shall pay no attention to his 
telegram since it is only one more of Fred Heiligs 
schemes for Democratic politics & I don’t care 

anything about them - it has a threat & I challenge 
the threatening scamps. 

Diary 20, 1912 
February 10-12 

-10th – 
The Com. on Ter. today heard some more “talk” 
from ex Senator John L. Wilson. Col (?) Stewart, 
Smythe – from Los Angeles or San Diego & bunker 
of S.F. on Alaska.  Just “talk” - though Bunker filed 
a long statement from the Northern Commercial 
Co. of Alaska – Milo Kelley and “Jim” Hayden 
called to see me also. 

-12th - 
On the 7th I received a telegram from Hugh J. 
Halbert, of St. Paul, leader of the Progressives 
there, asking if La Folletes breakdown - physical - 
would hinder him from being a candidate for 
President.  I saw Hannan, La Follett’s Secretary, 
who told me he had received & answered in the 
negative a similar telegram so I did not answer it.  
On the 9th I recd  

Diary 20, 1912 
February 12   

12 
a more insistent inquiry from Halbert & I then 
answered saying that La Follette’s break down has 
been exaggerated by the press & I advised him to 
stand by La Follette.  It seems - from copies of the 
St Paul papers at hand, that the Progressive 
Republicans held a meeting in St Paul on Friday & 
Halbert read four telegrams from Washington -from 
Pinchot & Lathrop advising him that La Follette was 
out of the race, and from Hansen. La Follettes 
manager & from me advising him to stay by La 
Follette. 
He took Pinchot & Lathrop for it & quit the La 
Follette ranks and announced that he would 
support Roosevelt from this on.  Gov. Johnson of 
California is here in the East trying to arrange the 
difficulty between La Follette & Roosevelt, and it is 
now my judgment that Roosevelt is gaining all of 
La Follettes supporters. 

Diary 20, 1912 
February 13 

-13th - 
Gov. Clark came before the Com. on Ter. House, 
today & wished to be heard & was heard further. 
He made a strong statement in support of the 
Alaska Road Commission, and also brought up my 
bill for the amendment of the Alaska mining laws - 
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he recommended its passage & also the passage 
of Senator Nelson’s bill for the relief of indigents in 
Alaska.  Of course I approved the passage of my 
bill to amend mining laws, & suggested some 
changes in the indigent law & was asked by the 
committee to put my proposed amendment of 
senator Nelson's bill into writing which I will in the 
form of a new bill.  There was evident a spirit of 
inquiry & criticism about the road work of the Road 
Commission which I aided by inquiry & suggestion 
though I was careful not to go far with it. 

Diary 20, 1912 
February 13 

13 
Flood, Ch. of the Com. on Ter. asked me to 
prepare a bill for him to create an Alaska Railroad 
Commission etc. in opposition to Sulzers bill to 
purchase the Seward railroad.- I will do so at once, 
for I do not favor Sulzers bill, and I do not want to 
go on record as opposing any scheme to build a 
railroad in Alaska, -though I am opposed to the 
buying of the Seward road for it is worthless and a 
bad route. 

The War Department has sent me a report by 
Major Cavanaugh on the proposed appropriation to 
build a dike around Valdes and asked me to 
introduce a bill for an appropriation to build it which 
I will do at once.  Verily, the administration seems 
now to be actually anxious to secure my assistance 
in aid of legislation for Alaska - Taft has at last 
awakened to the fact that  

Diary 20, 1912 
February 13 

13 
there has been no legislation for Alaska during his 
administration & the country is blaming him for a 
lack of aiding the development of that great 
Territory.  Clark has opposed my bill to give Alaska 
a legislature, but said it might be necessary in 2 or 
3 years! - or, -though he did not say it aloud, as 
soon as I am out of office and can have no credit 
for it.  But Flood again promised me today that my 
bill shall pass as soon as it can be reached on the 
Calendar, and if necessary the Democratic 
organization of the House has promised to bring in 
a rule to pass it -anyway. 
It now looks as if I might to home this summer with 
the Legislative Bill & the Mining Bill, too.  That 

would be some pay for the Taft displeasure. 
Diary 20, 1912 
February 14 

-14th - 
The House today passed a Bill to put the Treaty 
about Alaska fur seals into effect - today’s record is 
interesting as Alaskan matter.  I tried to get a 
chance to amend the bill so as to provide that 75% 
of all moneys received by the United States should 
be placed in the “Alaska fund” but there was so 
much bad temper exhibited between the two 
factions fighting over a “closed season” for Alaska 
seals that I feared to put the amendment & 
concluded not to offer it, but to get it before some 
member of the Com. on Foreign Relations in the 
Senate in the hope that that Com may make the 
necessary amendment. 

X                             X 
Diary 20, 1912 
February 15 

-15th - 
Com. on Ter. House, had a hearing this afternoon 
at 4 o’clock to hear Bishop Rowe & Doctor Foster 
on the subject of providing some measures of relief 
for Alaska Indians afflicted with trachoma (an eye 
disease), tuberculoses etc. aid to provide hospital 
facilities for them.  Dr. Foster has agreed to write 
me a letter giving briefly what measure of relief 
ought to be passed by Congress. 

At request of Ch. Flood, of the House Com. on 
Ter. I have prepared & delivered today to him a bill 
to create an Alaska Railroad Com. - to get facts - 
maps, plots, & to make a report on the railroad 
situation in Alaska.  He is opposed to Sulzer's bill 
to buy the Alaska Northern Ry. as recommended  

Diary 20, 1912 
February 15 

15 
by Taft & Sec. of Int. Fisher - and so am I - only 
because I know that it is impossible to get 
Congress to buy it “sight unseen.” 
This bill does not provide for the purchase, but only 
for obtaining actual facts and real information upon 
which Congress can hereafter act with intelligence 
in the matter of buying or building a railroad in 
Alaska. 
It is quite evident that such information is 
necessary to get Congress to do anything & the 
sooner the basis of information of true conditions is 
reached the sooner we may expect relief.  I also 
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introduced a bill today for an appropriation of 
$55,000 to pretext Valdes from glacial floods. 

Diary 20, 1912 
February 16 

-16th - 
Flood introduced the Alaska Railroad commission 
Bill yesterday. 
 
[clipping]  

ARRESTS IN ALASKA CASE. 
Federal Grand Jury at Juneau 

Indicts Eighteen Business Men. 
Juneau, Alaska, Feb. 15.-  Telegraphic warrants 

were issued today for the arrest of eighteen 
business men prominent in affairs of Alaska and 
the Pacific coast, on four indictments returned by 
the Federal grand jury that has been investigating 
the alleged violation of the Sherman anti-trust law 
in connection with the control of wharf facilities at 
Skagway. 

The following were indicted: 
J.C. Ford, president of the Pacific Coast 

Steamship Company. 
C.E. Houston, head of the Pacific Coast Coal 

Company. 
A.L. Berdoe, formerly vice president and general 

manager of the White Pass and Yukon Railroad 
Company. 

Charles E. Peabody, formerly an official of the 
Alaska Steamship Company. 

John H. Bunch, traffic manager of the Alaska 
Steamship Company. 

E.C. Ward, superintendent of the Pacific Coast 
Steamship Company. 

F.D. Wurzbacher, C.E. Wynn Johnson, E.E. 
Billinghurst, W.H. Mansen, Ira Brownson, J.W. 
Smith, F.J. Cushing, W.B. King, V.I. Hahn, and 
G.H. Higbee. 
It is charged that the North Pacific Wharves and 
Trading Company, the Pacific and Arctic Railway 
and Navigation Company, the Pacific Coast Coal 
Company, and the Canadian Pacific Railway 
Company formed a combination to monopolize the 
transportation facilities at Skagway. 
 
These men are indicted for acts which we have 

sought for two years to suppress by appealing to 
the Interstate Commerce Com - in the Humboldt 
Case. 

Diary 20, 1912 
February 19-21 

-February 19th - 
Saw Senator Poindexter and asked him to secure 
amendments to the fur seal bill passed by the 
House last week -1st to enable Indians to sell seal 
skins which the bill provides they may take - but 
not sell, and 2, to provide that 75% of all moneys 
received by the United States from the fur 
sealskins shall be paid into the Alaska fund 

-21st - 
Gov. Clark & Ex. Senator Wilson & the Big Interest 
lobby are “knocking” my Legislative Bill - but I do 
not believe they are doing much damage.  
Prepared a bill today to substitute for Senator 
Nelson’s bill to relieve indigents in Alaska.  I shall 
introduce it tomorrow - think I'll talk to Nelson first. 

Diary 20, 1912 
February 22 

-22nd – 
[clipping] 

BILL CREATES ALASKA 
RAILROAD COMMISSION 

President Taft’s Urgent Appeal for 
Development Bears Fruit –To 

Investigate Routes. 
WASHINGTON, Feb. 15.- President Taft's urgent 

appeal for development in Alaska bore fruit today 
in a bill introduced by Chairman Flood, of the ter-
ritories committee, to create an Alaska commission 
of three members. 

The commission would be directed to visit Alaska 
to investigate railroad routes from the seaboard to 
various coal fields and interior navigable water-
ways . 

Steamship lines from Pacific coast points to 
Alaska and other matters for the advancement of 
the country, including coal mines for government 
use, are to be considered. 
 
I drew the bill - flood introduced it, & the Seattle 
Booster Lobby give Taft the credit. 

I have two men at work now preparing statistical 
matter - I intend to prepare an Alaska Blue Book - 
a Handbook of Alaskan information.  Mr. Whitney 
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of the Bureau of Statistics is making the tables & I 
will do the text. 
Have just received another telegram from the 
Fairbanks Commercial Club as follows: 
Fairbanks, Alaska, Feb 21 

Diary 20, 1912 
February 22-23 

22 
When may we expect reply our telegram February 
ninth.  Fairbanks Commercial Club. 

To which I sent this answer: 
Washington, D.C. Feb 22, 1919 

“Fairbanks Commercial Club, Fairbanks, Alaska.  
Your telegram received, there has been no change 
in the situation since I wrote you fully.  James 
Wickersham.”  
Heilig & the Big Interest are evidently trying to get 
me to make some answer that they can use in the 
newspapers against me - but they won’t get one! 
 
[clipping] 

We are becoming a nation of travelers.  Delegate 
Wickersham, from Alaska, has more callers from 
that remote Territory than drifted to Washington 
from any State more than 200 miles way a few 
years ago.  Wickersham's Alaskan callers will 
average a trifle more than one a day.  Ten years 
ago they probably would not have averaged one a 
month. 

-23rd- 
Attended two Com. today on Alaska matters - Gov. 
Clark was before Senate Com. on Territories 
denouncing Home Rule for Alaska!  The Times has 
the following statement: 

Diary 20, 1912 
February 23 

23 
[clipping] 
GOVERNOR CLARK  
  TELLS SENATORS  
    OF ALASKA'S NEEDS 
Alaska's chief needs in the order of importance, as 
stated by Gov. Walter E. Clark, of the district, to the 
Senate Committee on Territories today, are: 
Railroad construction, opening of coal lands, 
regulation of fisheries, new mining laws, bank laws, 
registration of marriages, deaths, and births, com-
pulsory education, and revision of the civil and 

criminal codes. 
Local self-government was not essential, Clark 

said [emphasis by W.]  He asserted that the total 
tax revenues amounted to $358,508 a year, and 
that the annual appropriations by the Federal 
Government were $3,180,000 in amount.  The 
administration of justice cost over $600,000 a year, 
he said. 

The value of fishery products, said Clark, is 
$15,000,000 a year, and the tax paid is only 
$75,000. I would dislike to see the number of 
canneries increased, as the present number is all 
the waters can stand.  Some restrictive measures 
are urgently needed. There should be an increased 
tax on fishery products. It is now 4 cents a case, 
regardless of whether the contents are worth $4 
o4r $7, and most of that tax is rebated. 

“There are two evils in the mining laws, powers 
of attorney and association claims.  On a power of 
attorney a miner can stake a claim who has never 
been and never will be in Alaska.” 

“They write the powers of attorney themselves,” 
interrupted Senator Nelson, “using the names of all 
their friends for the purpose and stake out whole 
creeks.” 

“There should be a law to reorganize banks and 
supervise them.  There is now no supervision and 
we had two disastrous failures last year.” 

“The President of one of the failed banks was a 
convict before he went to Alaska,” observed 
Senator Nelson. 
“There is no registration of marriages, deaths, or 
births, said Governor Clark.  In one case a woman 
was deprived of life insurance because there was 
no record of her husband’s death.  A girl was 
deprived of a comfortable inheritance and left 
penniless because there was no record of the 
marriage of her parents. 

Diary 20, 1912 
February 25-26 

-25th – 
Debbie & I took dinner with Commander R. A. 
Coontz & his wife last night. There were present 
also Capt. & Mrs. Winterhalter U.S.N. & 
Commander & Mrs. Russell, U.S.N. & Genl, & Mrs. 
Drain - Spokane people. 
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I did not meet Kenneth Coontz  - the son of whom I 
nominated on Saturday to be a cadet to Annapolis 
Naval School.  The dinner was quite formal - and 
not to my liking - still I was much pleased to meet 
the persons present who were pleasant, - but I 
greatly dislike formal functions. 

-26th - 
Have just received notice from Flood, Cha Com. on 
Ter. that it is possible the Alaska Legislative Bill 
may be reached in the House on Wednesday with 
a request to be present - the notice is general & 
evidently sent to all members.  That Looks Good! 

Diary 20, 1912 
February 28-29 

-28th – 
We did not reach the Alaska Bill today it looks like 
we will not for 2 weeks yet.  There are many who 
intend to assist us & I hope it will pass - 
notwithstanding Clark & his crowd of pessimists & 
lobbyists are opposing it. 

-29th - 
Mr. E.C. Hawkins, the builder of the White Pass & 
Yukon Ry & the Copper River & N.W. engineer, 
came in to see me today.  I told him that I would 
like to see him on the Alaska Railroad Com. - he 
said he was not in such a frame of mind toward 
other routes that he ought to be on the 
Commission.  I shall not oppose his appointment 
though I will Richardsons. 

Diary 20, 1912 
March 3 

-March 3rd 1912.- 
Sunday.  But I worked in the office all day on 
preparing maps, statements etc. to show the 
Commercial value of Alaska, and in writing letters 
to the Secretaries of the departments asking for 
information of a statistical kind for use in showing 
the value of Alaska, and also to publish in a 
Handbook for Alaska. 

Mr. A.B. Boetcher, & a Mr. Whitney are assisting 
me to prepare charts - B - is an artist - connected 
with the Dept of Agriculture & engaged there in 
chart making -Whitney is a statistician in the 
Bureau of Statistics -I hope to get my Alaska 
matter ready for use before the Com. on Ter. 
Senate, where I anticipate a hard & bitter fight over 
my Elective Territorial Bill - I greatly fear that 
Senator Smith will oppose it too. 

Diary 20, 1912 
March 5 

-5th - 
Com. on Ter. today, and the subject Govt. 
Railroads in Alaska.  Congressmen Anderson & 
Sulzer made statements in favor of their bills to buy 
& complete the Alaska Central Ry. from Seward.  It 
is perfectly apparent that the Com. favors the Flood 
bill which I prepared to appoint a Commission to 
gather facts etc. & report in December.  Sulzer 
strongly advocated the passage of my Elective 
Legislative Bill & the “first & most necessary” 
Alaskan legislation. 

Am busy in office aided by Mr. Boetcher making 
charts to show Alaska’s trade in comparison with 
that of other Nations. 

Recd, letter from Henry T. Ray - Fairbanks about 
my Eva Creek placer claim - it is not showing up as 
good as we expected. 

Diary 20, 1912 
March 7 

-7th - 
Wilson-Clark-Underwood, et. al. the “Big Interest” 
lobby from Seattle have come to see that they are 
claiming too much in their own papers in respect to 
what they are accomplishing for Alaska - they are 
“tooting” their own “horn” - and really 
accomplishing nothing! It is beginning to dawn 
upon them that when the end comes they will have 
nothing to show for all their “tooting” - so now they 
have suddenly changed & are Beginning to abuse 
me.  Opposite is a copy of what Jack Underwood 
also sent the “Times” - this is from the P-I.  I do not 
intend to notice it & do not intend to be led into any 
quarrel with the old “Pirate” - until the proper time 
comes. 
 
[clipping] 

SENATOR SCORES 
      ALASKA DELEGATE 

Nelson, of Minnesota, Says 
Wickersham Is Holding 

Up Relief Measures. 
Special to Post-Intelligencer. 

WASHINGTON, D.C., Feb. 27.-  Senator Nelson, 
of Minnesota, enlivened the Alaska situation today 
by intimating to some Alaskans now in the city that 
Delegate Wickersham is repeating his conduct of 
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last winter in opposing all outside efforts to remedy 
the situation in the territory, and to let nothing 
become a law unless it has his name upon it as the 
author. 

“It is my opinion, Concluded Senator Nelson, that 
nothing will ever be accomplished for Alaska so 
long as the present delegate represents that 
territory in congress.” 

It has become apparent to a great many others 
that Mr. Wickersham is intent upon letting nothing 
be placed on the statute books this winter unless 
his bill for home government is first passed by 
congress. 

In suggesting greater co-operation, Gov. Clark 
said before the territories committee today: 

“It makes no difference whose name legislation 
bears, or who shall receive credit for it, nor do I 
wish to be insistent on the mere form of bills, 
except when a particular form is absolutely 
essential to meet our conditions.” 

Diary 20, 1912 
March 8-9 

-8th – 
Got my bill to restrict mining locations in Alaska 
favorably reported again from the Com. on Ter. 
today. It passed the House in the 61st Congress, 
but was “buried” in the Senate. 

Have also finished several charges & large 
statements of Alaska’s resources for use before 
the Committees etc. 

-9th, March, 1912- 
I Have just written letters to Dr. Boyle, of Valdez, to 
Richie, Chase & others, saying that in case the 
Cordova Convention shall endorse Taft, his 
Alaskan policy, and nominate Delegates favorable 
to him I would not accept a nomination from that 
convention as Delegate from Alaska to the 
Congress of the United States. I have suggested to 
them that in case Taft delegates  

Diary 20, 1912 
March 9 

9 
are nominated, if they are then able, they ought to 
nominate one of their kind, as Delegate to 
Congress, and if they cannot do that they ought to 
name their own delegates to the Rat. Rep. 
Convention & their own Candidate for Delegate to 
Congress. - in short to bolt the Convention & fight 

the Taft program! 
I am of opinion that, having the organization, the 
Taft crowd can carry the Cordova meeting - but 
only for that reason, but that is all the more a 
reason why my friends should fight the Taft frauds 
& be independent even if it results in defeating the 
Republican party in Alaska or the Nation.  As for 
me, I told them, I would not accept a nomination 
from a Convention which would nominate Taft 
delegates and endorse Taft’s policy toward Alaska 

Diary 20, 1912 
March 16 

-16th - 
Was greatly surprised today when Al Marcy, who 
lives at the mouth of the Delta River, on the south 
bank of the Tanana, came in the office.  He 
received notice from the Dept. to show cause 
within 30 days why the Govt. should not set apart 
some of this land - his homestead - for a gov't 
reservation for telegraph station & he got the notion 
into his head that he ought to come to Washington 
to do it -so here he is! 
He has prepared a long rambling statement about 
his land, in which he attacks the telegraph officers 
& men & me & every body else. - & talks of almost 
everything but his rights under the HS. 
[homestead] law.  He will lose his money & some 
of us will have to send him home - its just about my 
luck. 

Diary 20, 1912 
March 18-20 

-18th – 
Saw Flood about our Home Rule Bill - He says that 
he thinks it best to let it wait its turn & also told me 
that Guggenheim & Martin (Senators from Colo. & 
Va.) would favor it!! 
If it waits its turn on the call of the Com's it will not 
be reached for two or three weeks yet - but if we 
can get the support of the “Stand Pat” Rep. & 
Dem's, in the Senate it will not require much time to 
pass it there. 
I intend to get Poindexter to go & talk with Flood & 
see what he thinks after such conversation. 

-20th - 
Saw minority leader Mann - he tells me we can 
reach an Alaska bill in two more Wednesdays.  
Joslin is here with the pipe of peace offerings from 
the Guggs. 
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Diary 20, 1912 
March 21-22 

-21st - 
Joslin was in the office today and says that he saw 
Sec. of Int. Fisher yesterday.  Says Fisher favors a 
Legislative body for Alaska - but a one house body 
- & wants some of them appointed! but will yield to 
a wholly elective body.  Joslin says that Gov. Clark 
is the one bitter obstacle. I intend to “stand pat.” 
thought I am satisfied to take an elective legislative 
body - even of one House! 

-22nd - 
The Com. on Ter. met today & my bills for 
amending the mining laws by restricting the 
number of locations & associations which can be 
made by one person, and the Bill to give relief to 
indigents & sick in Alaska were approved & 
reported for passage by the House.  Instead of 
reporting my  

Diary 20, 1912 
March 22 

22 
bill on the relief of indigents I suggested that 
Senator Nelson’s bill, S. 267, be amended by 
striking out all after the enacting clause & inserting 
my bill - that gives Nelson the credit but I told the 
Committee to go ahead since I was more anxious 
to get the law than the credit - & they did as I 
requested. 
Next Friday I am to be heard further & the Com. 
will then report other Alaska bills for passage - 
when we reach the Committee on Territories - on 
Calendar Wednesday -probably in two weeks 
more. 

Received a letter from Geo. Smith & Henry T. 
Ray, from Fairbanks, telling me that my claim in 
Eva Creek is turning out much better than we 
expected.  Henry says they now have about 
$125,000, blocked out & they are at work with 22 
men taking out a big dump & that I may expect a 
good big poke for my 20% in the spring.  Edgar 
seems to be trying to butt in on Henry  

Diary 20, 1912 
March 22-23 

-22- 
and wants to be employed as a watchman to keep 
Smith & the workmen from 'high grading or stealing 
nuggets & gold by panning in the drifts etc.  I sent 
Henry this telegram today: 

“Do not employ my brother.  I have 

confidence in you.” 
I do not want Edgar employed on my work at all, as 
I think it best to have strangers for the work. 
Reports also show the quartz is getting better & 
altogether my interests there look good.  I am 
longing for Mch 4, 1913, when I can go home & 
settle down to developing my property & being the 
accumulation of a small fortune for old age - & 
Darrell. 

-23rd - 
Attended grand opera at Belasco's tonight with 
Debbie to see Mary Garden & hear Victor Herbert’s 
music. 
The President & Mrs. Taft & party sat in the 
Presidents box - opera & music good? 

Diary 20, 1912 
March 22 

-22nd - 
The regular meeting of the com. on territories they 
agreed to report my mining bill to limit the number 
of placer mining claims which one person may 
stake & to limit association placer mining claims - 
same bill that the house passed in 61st Congress, 
with one word changed by me.  The Com. Also 
struck out the whole of Senator Nelsons bill for the 
relief of indigents in Alaska and inserted my bill 
instead.  It was agreed that these two bills should 
go on the Wednesday Calendar & be passed 
immediately after my Legislative Bill. 

Diary 20, 1912 
March 26 

-26th - 
Prepared a letter to the Secretary of War protesting 
against having the appropriation for the Alaska 
Board of Road Commissioners made by the 
Senate Com. instead of the House Com. on 
Military Affairs.  My letter contains affidavits, letters, 
newspaper articles, etc, and statements from 
Orchard court martial trial - all on the general 
subject of the embezzlement & waste of the Alaska 
Road Fund & appropriations for building wagon 
roads in Alaska.  The affidavits & letters charge Lt. 
Col. W. P. Richardson & the Board of Rd. Com. 
with drunkenness - incompetency, etc. etc. 
I took the letter & affids. etc. and showed them to 
Senators Hitchcock of Neb. & Senator Poindexter 
of Washington. I shall do nothing more than merely 
send the letter & accompanying documents to the 
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Secretary of War - & then let them pass the 
appropriation if they want to do so! 

Diary 20, 1912 
March 29 

-29th - 
Hearing today before the House Committee on Ter. 
-I presented exact census & treasury figures in 
answer to Gov Clarks objections to a Legislative 
Assembly in Alaska. The exact official figures 
made a bad showing for Clark & the whole 
Committee is more strongly interested in pushing 
the Legislative Bill through Congress.   
Flood told me tonight that he had no doubt that we 
can get it through the Senate - though McKenzie 
told me that Senator Smith, of Mich, told him that it 
would not be passed this session. 
 
[clipping] 

SAYS HE MISSTATED FACTS. 
Delegate Wickersham Makes Attack 

Upon Alaska's Governor. 
Delegate Wickersham of Alaska, before the 

House territories committee today, charged that 
Gov. Clark of that territory had “deliberately 
misstated facts” in reporting conditions in Alaska. 
Mr. Wickersham denounced what he termed the 
governor's “pessimism”, and declared that Alaska 
was progressing and prosperous “in spite of its 
officials and the neglect of Congress.”  He urged 
upon the committee a more liberal policy toward 
Alaska with respect to appropriations. 

Diary 20, 1912 
March 29-April 1  

29 
[clipping] 

RUMP CONVENTION IN ALASKA. 
Democrats Split and Two Delegates to 

Congress Are Named. 
Valdez, Alaska, March 31.-When the Democratic 

Territorial convention adjourned late last night 
fractional strife had divided its membership, and 
the outlook for Monday’s session was for a 
continuation of warfare.  The Cordova delegation, 
headed by William O’Conner, was refused seats, 
and ten proxies from Juneau and one from Seward 
peninsula were pronounced forgeries by the 
credentials committee. 

The contesting delegates held a “rump” 

convention and nominated Maryn Harais, of 
Fairbanks, for delegate to Congress, and O’Conner 
for national committeeman.  The regulars 
nominated Robert W. Jennings, a Juneau attorney, 
for delegate. 
The platform adopted by the regulars substantially 
indorses the Alaskan policy of Secretary of the 
Interior Fisher. 

-April 1st 1912 
[clipping]  

TANANA VALLEY CLAIM 
PROVES BIG PRODUCER 

Gold Bearing Reef in Which Delegate 
Wickersham Has Interest Brings 

Good Profit. 
FAIRBANKS, Wednesday, March 27.- The 

richest pay ever found in the Tanana Valley was 
uncovered Monday by the Smith Brothers on the 
Daly Bench, at the mouth of Eva Creek.  Fifty dollar 
pans can be found anywhere on Bedrock or a foot 
above.  The output of the mine at the present time 
is from $50,000 to $75,000 daily. It is not expected 
that this pay will last, as it is found only on the top 
of a reef in the bedrock. 

Until last summer the claim was supposed to be 
a blank.  Litigation in which the claim was invaded 
was settled last fall and Delegate Wickersham 
obtained an interest in the ground. 

 
April Fools day makes one very suspicious of such 
an item as the above - my 20% looks good - but 
this April Fools Day? 

Diary 20, 1912 
April 2 

-April 2nd , 1912- 
Telegraphic dispatches last night say that the 
Shackleford Rep. Convention at Cordova 
nominated my Last year Nome manager, Wm a. 
Gilmore, for delegate to congress, and Shackleford 
& Jafet Lindeberg delegates to the Republican- 
Nat. Convention, while Charlie Herron will be 
National Committeeman. 

This morning I received two telegrams - one from 
Frank Al Aldrich, Nome, sailing “Gilmore’s 
nomination enthusiastically received all factions 
here absolutely unpledged unpromised wire 
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endorsement.” 
And the following from the “Industrial Worker.” 
“Are you in harmony proceedings Republican 
convention Cordova endorsing Tafts policies 
supporting nominee are you retiring send press 
dispatch Collect.” 
Will probably answer tomorrow.  Same old trap 
with Gilmore for bait. 

Diary 20, 1912 
April 4 

-4th - 
I sent back answers to Aldrich and the “Industrial 
Worker” of Nome denouncing the scheme of 
nominating Gilmore by the Cordova conventions, 
but I am in a hole because Gilmore was my 
supporter last election and I cannot & will not fight 
him.  It puts me out of touch, for I cannot join with 
Shackleford & his crowed in turning the Territory 
over to the Guggs - I will just lay low. 
The Democrats are acting badly – The Convention 
– Democratic - at Valdes split - one part nominating 
Jennings & the other seems to have bolted & may 
nominate Harrais.  It is a bad mess and may 
enable the Shackleford bunch to put their nominee 
into office & thus get control of Alaska.  Well I can’t 
do more than my own duty! 

Diary 20, 1912 
April 4 

-4- 
[clipping] 

March 30, 1912 
DEMOCRATS SPLIT; 

         TWO CONVENTIONS 
Delegates Start Riot, Grab- 

bing Chairs and Other 
Handy Weapons 

WAR FROM THE WORD GO 
Trouble Begins as Soon as Tempor- 

ary Chairman Calls Alaska 
Politicians to Order. 

VALDEZ, March 29.- The Alaska Democratic 
Convention split into two factions almost as soon 
as it was called to order today and tonight the 
contesting delegations, led by John Moe, of 
Fairbanks, are in possession of the convention hall, 
while the regulars are meeting in another building.  
The regulars claim to have the upper hand, as they 
are in possession of the credentials of both 

factions.  
Split Comes Early. 

The disturbance began when the territorial 
committee chairman called for nominations for 
temporary chairman, to be voted upon by those on 
the committee secretary’s preliminary prima facie 
roll of delegates and proxies. 

John Moe, of Fairbanks nominated William 
O’Conner, of Cordova, who ran two years ago for 
delegate to congress on the Labor ticket.  Judge 
Cobb, of Juneau, nominated Edmund Smith, of 
Valdez.  Moe protested against confining the voting 
to listed delegates and demanded that all present 
claiming to be delegates or to hold proxies be 
allowed to vote. 

Viva Voce Vote Taken. 
Martin Harrais, of Fairbanks, minority candidate 

for congressional delegate; O’Conner and A.J. 
Frame, formerly a leader in the Wickersham wing 
of the Republican party, rallied to Moe’s support 
and a bitter exchange of personalities ensued 
between the two factions.  When the tumult was at 
its height, Moe called for a viva voce vote and 
declared O’Conner elected. 

This announcement precipitated a rush to seize 
the chair and take the credentials from the 
committee secretary.  Chairs and other handy 
weapons were brandished, and the committee sent 
for deputy marshals, who succeeded in restoring a 
semblance of order. 

Arrest is Threatened 
Robert S. Jennings, of Juneau, Harrais’ 

opponent for the nomination, explained the 
necessity of orderly proceedings, and the chair 
suggested the reading of the roll for information 
before calling for a vote.  The secretary began to 
read, but his voice was drowned by the shouts of 
the opposition and the marshal had to threaten the 
disturbers with arrest to restore order. 

During the dinner recess the opposition seized 
the hall, placed O'Connor in the chair and 
organized a rump convention.  When the regulars 
returned and found the hall in control of the 
opposition they adjourned to another hall and 
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began the work of forming an organization. 
Tonight the credentials committee of the regulars 

is busy going over the proxies from the districts 
from which the contesting delegations were sent.  
The regulars claim to have found evidence that 
many proxies from Juneau and elsewhere were 
forged. 

 
Have spent last 3 or 4 days correcting my talk to 
the Com. on Ter. & sent it to the printer this a.m.  
Am also preparing stuff for next Wednesday when 
our Alaska bill comes up for passage.  Hope It 
Passes! 

Diary 20, 1912 
April 4 

-4- 
[clipping] 

ALASKANS WARMLY 
  INDORSE PRESIDENT 

Cushman and Gilmore Are Now 
Most Probable Candidates 

For Delegate. 
SHACKLEFORD IN CHAIR 

Convention at Cordova Settles Or- 
der of Business and Adjourns 

Until Monday. 
Special Cable to Post-Intelligencer 

CORDOVA, March 30. - The Republican 
territorial convention effected a permanent 
organization this afternoon, making Louis P. 
Shackleford permanent Chairman and Arthur G. 
Thompson permanent secretary. 

The committee on credentials reported in favor of 
seating all delegates reported by the territorial 
committee at the morning session. 

Order of Business. 
The following order of business was adopted: 
First-Reports of committee. 
Second-Nomination of a delegate to congress. 
Third-The election of delegates to the national 

convention 
Fourth-Election of a territorial chairman and 

territorial committee. 
Fifth-Unfinished business. 
Sixth-Adjournment. 
The committee on platform requested further 

time to prepare its report and was granted until 
Monday morning. 

The following resolution, presented to the 
convention by the chairman of the indorsement 
committee, Judge George E. Walker, United States 
district attorney for the Third division and class-
mate of President Taft, was adopted: 

Resolutions. 
“Resolved, That we hereby unanimously endorse 

the administration of President Taft.  We commend 
his wise, progressive, economical and patriotic 
politics. We commend the friendly interest of the 
president in our problems.  We instruct the 
delegates from Alaska to the national convention to 
vote for and do their utmost to secure the 
nomination of President Taft.” 

“The convention adjourned until Monday morning 
with no intimation as to the probable delegate to 
congress.  Sentiment is now entering on Judge 
Edward E. Cushman, of Valdez, and William A. 
Gilmore, of Nome.  Judge Cushman has 
telegraphed that he will accept. 

 
[clipping] 

DEMOCRATS NAME 
JENNINGS, JUNEAU 

Capital Lawyer Nominated 
For Territorial Delegate 

to Congress. 
FISHER POLICY APPROVED 

Contesting Delegation in a Rump 
Convention Select Harrais, of  

Fairbanks, to Make Race. 
By Cable to Associated Press 

VALDEZ, Alaska, March 30 -  The Democratic 
territorial convention tonight nominated Robert W. 
Jennings, an attorney of Juneau, for delegate to 
congress, adopted a platform which indorses the 
Alaska policy of Secretary of the Interior Fisher, 
and adjourned until Monday. 

The contesting delegates whose credentials 
were rejected held a “rump” convention today and 
nominated Martin Harrais, of Fairbanks, for 
delegate and William O’Conner, of Cordova, for 
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national committee man.  Not all of those whose 
credentials were held up yesterday were excluded 
from the regular convention today. 

Cordova Delegation Barred 
Only the Cordova delegation, headed by 

O'Connor, were refused seats, and ten proxies 
from Juneau and one from Seward peninsula were 
pronounced forgeries by the credentials committee. 

The platform adopted by the regular convention 
sets forth that the crying legislative needs of Alaska 
are chiefly of a local nature and currently curable 
by a local legislature did one exist. 

Want Home Votes. 
The platform declares that the people of Alaska 

desire and ought to have home rule through an 
elective legislature, and until it is granted will never 
cease demanding it as the right of American 
citizens. 

Conservation against waste is approved, and 
conservation against use condemned. 

Construction of a government trunk line of 
railway from a coast point to one of the coal fields 
is favored, and government operation of a coal 
mine, as the most efficient price regulator. 

Other Demands. 
The platform demands additional roads, better 
protection against marine disaster, including all-
night cable service; a land office in Southwestern 
Alaska and a stringent banking law. 

Diary 20, 1912 
April 6 

-April 6- 
[clipping] 

HEAR ALASKAS NEEDS 
Mr. Taft and Advisers Confer 
With Messrs. Guggenheim. 

WOULD OPEN COAL FIELDS 
 
President, However, Is Unable to Make 

Any Promises Until Action Has Been 
Taken by Congress-House Committee 
Listens to Plea for Government Con- 
struction Railroad. 
 
President Taft gave a hearing late yesterday an 

Alaska and the prospects for its developments to 

Senator Guggenheim of Colorado, his brother 
Daniel Guggenheim, and several experts of the 
Guggenheim Company. Secretary Fisher was 
present and Vice President Sherman, at the 
invitation of the President, was an interested 
listener. 

The Messrs. Guggenheim were anxious to know, 
it was said, what might be expected in the way of 
legislation that would allow the development of 
Alaska's natural resources and particularly the 
coal.  They control the Copper River Railroad 
planned to tap the Bering Coal fields.  For this road 
there is now practically no traffic, and the opening 
of the coal fields would insure big tonnage.  They 
were reported interested also in Secretary Fisher's 
plan to build a government railroad in Alaska.  This 
road if built will not compete with the Copper River 
road. 

Plans Already Before Congress. 
Neither the President nor Secretary Fisher would 

predict action by Congress on pending measures 
that would insure the opening of the coal fields, 
although the President has made many addresses 
and frequently suggested to Congress the 
necessity of providing a leasing plan that will allow 
the fields to be opened. 

 
Verily! The Guggs can get a hearing when the 
People of Alaska cannot. 

Diary 20, 1912 
April 10 

-10th - 
Calendar Wednesday - and nothing done.  I have 
been at work night and day with Mr. Ed. Whitney, 
of the Bureau of Statistics and Mr. A.B. Boettcher, 
of the agricultural dept. preparing statistical tables 
of Alaskas production of wealth - of trade & 
commerce - getting it all ready for today, when we 
felt quite certain the Alaska Legislative Bill would 
come up. - but the Indian Depredations bill - a 
good, big, fat juicy job, got ahead of us on last 
Wednesday & they killed today with it and thus put 
us off another week - we may go over another 
week - for the Indian Bill was not finished & will 
come up next Wednesday as “unfinished business” 
-& thus while a half dozen men talk about nothing - 
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Alaska languishes for some attention from an 
ignorant Congress.  
 

Diary 20, 1912 
April 12 

-12th - 
The Senate Com. on Territories gave Joslin a 
hearing today on the Railroad bill & Ch. Smith - 
Senator from Michigan - proposed to introduce the 
bill in the Senate & declared his purpose to aid 
Alaskan Railroads - I am afraid of Smith - He has 
told several that he intended to “hold up” Alaskan 
legislation until he could go up there & see the 
country. 

My bill to grant American registry to the 
Norwegian ice breaker “Kit” was reported favorably 
yesterday from the Com. on Merchant Marine & 
Fisheries.  On Tuesday I was before the Senate 
Committee on Commerce - Nelson, Ch. & made a 
statement in favor of an appropriation of $130,000 
for opening the mouth of the Yukon - Apoon pass & 
was promised favorable report in Rivers & Harbors 
bill. 

Diary 20, 1912 
April 13 

-13th - 
Senate Com. on Ter. had meeting yesterday & 
Joslin appeared & urged his railroad bill with such 
effect that Senator Smith (Mich) Chairman, 
introduced it today as a Committee Bill - it was 
read twice & referred to Smiths Com.  Joslin also 
spoke strongly in favor of my legislative bill - it 
looks as if the Senate Com. may push the Ry. bill, 
&, our House Com. the Legislative bill - each will 
pass its own bill - & then have a “head on” collision.  
That doesn't look bad - for the Big Interests will 
want the Ry bill & if we can “hold our grip” & the 
Com. we can make them pass our bill in trade for 
passing theirs.  Since I want the Ry bill next to the 
legislative bill I would thus be getting two good 
birds with one stone. 
Roosevelt carried Ill. Tuesday & today is the 
Pennsylvania primary I hope he carries it. 

Diary 20, 1912 
April 16 

-16th - 
Drayton, attorney for Humboldt Steamship Co. 
argued the case vs. The Interstate Commerce 
Commission today in the Supreme Court of the 
U.S.  I prepared that part of the brief dealing with 

the status of Alaska as a Territory -and I am on the 
brief as Counsel.  I judge from the argument and 
the intimations of the judges that we will win the 
case. 

I think it quite probably that we will pass the 
Legislative Bill in the House tomorrow.  Really I am 
getting my Alaska matters to a conclusion anyway -
Interstate Commerce Control today - Elective 
Legislative Assembly bill tomorrow! 
The Seattle papers have been damning me 
because I will not let their schemes for Alaska go 
through - but not one until my own go through 
first!!!! 

Diary 20, 1912 
April 17 

-17th - 
Well, this has been a red letter day for Alaska. We 
got out Elective Legislative Bill before the House 
about 3 o’clock and talked on its merits etc. until 
nearly 6.  Not finishing it went over as unfinished 
business until next Wednesday when we hope to 
pass it.  Mr. Flood, (Dem), Chairman of the 
Committee on Territories made the first opening 
statement - then Wedemyer (Rep), of Ohio made 
strong speeches for it.  Mann, Rep. minority leader 
does not seem to be against us, & so far the whole 
sentiment of the House is with us.  The 
arrangement is that I and my statistical charts etc. 
will come on at 12.a.m. next Wednesday for as 
long as I wish to speak - after 

Diary 20, 1912 
April 17 

17 
which we hope to pass the bill without opposition.  
Of course no battle is won until it is ended but it 
looks like our victory now. 
I was given a flattering ovation while Sulzer was 
talking & when he referred to my work in Congress 
with strong approval. 

I noticed Joslin, Harriman, McKenzie, Tom Cole, 
Major Richardson, Mr. & Mrs. O.P. Hubbard Mrs. 
W-and other Alaskans in the Gallery - all deeply 
interested.   
It now looks like Victory! 

Got a letter from George A. Jeffrey, my 
stenographer, saying that he would come to me by 
the first.  I will get Tom a job somewhere wise & 
have George work in the office. 
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Titanic disaster of Sunday 14th. terrible 

Diary 20, 1912 
April 19 

-19th - 
The telegraph line to Alaska - the cable - has been 
out of commission for two weeks but is ready for 
business this morning. 
I sent these telegrams, 
“Dan Sutherland, Ruby, Alaska.” 
You must run for delegate to congress.  Do not 
hesitate, make public announcement and organize 
vigorously.” 
“E. Valentine, Juneau, Alaska. 
Push Sutherland candidacy vigorously.  I will 
assist. 
“E. E. Richie, Valdes, Alaska. 
“Push Sutherland candidacy vigorously. I will 
assist.” 

I have not desired to make this effort until after 
my Legislative Bill passed the House, but I think it 
has now gone so far that the Democrats will pass it 
anyway - so here goes for Dan. 

Diary 20, 1912 
April 20 

-20th - 
[clipping]  

ALASKA, AT LAST, 
TO GET HEARING 
IN WASHINGTON 

Congress Expected Today to 
Take Up Question of Giv- 
ing Territory Home Rule. 
DEMOCRATS FAVOR IT 

Opposition to Insistent Demand for 
Self-Government Has Been Based 
on Belief That It Had Insufficient 

Revenue to Conduct Affairs. 
By Vernon. 

Special to Post-Intelligencer. 
WASHINGTON, April 15.- The long-discussed 

question of whether the territory of Alaska should 
have complete home rule - with facilities for col-
lecting its own revenues and turning them to 
whatever account it desires and with the right to 
adjust for itself the many minor problems which are 
extremely important at home, but which are 
constantly dwarfed at the national capital by the 
more important national problems before congress 

- is at least to be brought before one body of 
congress at least for solution.  When the house 
meets tomorrow morning the Alaska home rule bill 
will be the first measure to demand its attention 
and Delegate Wickersham and others interested in 
the measure intend to press it to a vote. 

Fight Has Covered Years. 
The question of the government of Alaska is one 

which has brought out a great many divergent 
views during the eight or ten years that home rule 
has been actively agitated and at times it has led to 
bitter conflicts between those holding opposite 
positions on the question. 

For the most part, however, it has been a fight 
between the people of Alaska, the majority of 
whom declare that they are entitled to rule 
themselves, and those in authority in Washington 
and Alaska, who have steadfastly held that Alaska 
is not yet able to care for itself and that to give it 
home rule would be like driving a young child out of 
its home to care for itself. 

Advised Against Home Rule. 
Almost to a man, those who have had wide 

administrative and executive experience have 
warned against the granting of home rule to the 
Northern territory at this time, although admitting 
that government from Washington must also have 
its shortcomings. 

Attorney General Wickersham and Secretary of 
Commerce and Labor Nagel visited the territory 
two years ago, traveling from end to end of the vast 
area, and upon their return they did not hesitate to 
declare that home rule at this time would be 
absurd. 

Lack of Revenue Support. 
The same expression came from Secretary 

Fisher, of the interior department, after his recent 
visit to the North to make a study of the coal land 
problem.  Gov. Clark, too, who has been in 
Washington several weeks this winter, pointed out 
with minuteness the probable inability of Alaska to 
support itself upon the revenues now available for 
a local government.  President Roosevelt never 
encouraged the movement, and President Taft has 
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always thought it unwise, although he was able to 
see that Alaska was suffering through the inability 
of congress to give it the necessary attention, and 
recommended an appointive commission to govern 
the territory at first hand. 

The people of Alaska, however, have insisted 
upon a whole loaf or none, and Delegate 
Wickersham, making enemies right and left at 
Washington, year in and year out, through his 
apparent intention of killing any and all proposed 
legislation for the territory unless the home rule bill 
was given first attention, now finds himself on the 
threshold of partial success, at least, and intends to 
make the most of it. 

Democrats Favor Home Rule. 
There is scarcely any doubt but that the house will 
pass the measure when it is brought before it for 
consideration.  The Democratic party, in its plank of 
1908, declared for home rule for the territory and 
the house Committee on territories, composed 
principally of Democratic members, has promptly 
reported the measure with a favorable comment 
and the request that it be passed. 

Diary 20, 1912 
April 20 

20 
[clipping continued]  
 

It is safe to say, of course, that politics have 
entered largely into the action of the committee, for 
although the personnel of the committee, when the 
Republicans were in control, consisted of many 
men who had gone to Alaska to investigate this 
very question, and who steadfastly frowned upon 
the project, the present committee is composed of 
many new members of congress who are just now 
getting their first legislative experience, and only 
two or three of whom have ever seen the territory.  
They have been greatly impressed, however, by 
the fact that the people of Alaska seem practically 
unanimous in their desire for home rule. 

Contents of Bill 
The Wickersham bill, to be considered tomorrow, 

provides for a territorial legislature of twenty-four 
members, eight of whom shall constitute the 
senate and sixteen the house of representatives. 

The proposed legislative assembly is to convene 
at the capital city of Juneau on the second Monday 
in January, 1913, and on the second Monday in 
January every two years thereafter.  The bill 
provides for the transfer from the federal treasury 
of Alaska the moneys known as the “Alaska fund,” 
and that revenues collected, derived in the future 
from liquor licenses, occupation or trade tax 
licenses, outside of the incorporated towns, shall 
be collected by the territorial officials. 
 
The foregoing is from the Seattle Post-Intelligencer 
and is a very fair statement of the facts concerning 
the fight I have had, to get the bill passed.  Of 
course Vernon gives my opposition the best of the 
statement but that is to be expected, for the P-I. 
has been against me and the bill, too, for a year - 
ever since Brainerd was “let out” as editor & Scott 
Bone put in his place - Bone was sent on from 
Washington to fight Taft’s battle - and today 
Roosevelt carried the delegate primaries in 
Oregon, Nebraska & West Virginia! 
When I get my bill through the Senate I will crow! -
but I won’t crow until I do - but it looks like victory 
now. 

Diary 20, 1912 
April 24 

-24th - 
It was a glorious victory!  My legislative bill for 
Alaska, fully elective in every respect, passed the 
house today unanimously! 
 
[clipping] 

CALENDAR WEDNESDAY. 
The SPEAKER.  This is Calendar Wednesday.  

The call rests with the Committee on the 
Territories.  The unfinished business is House bill 
13987, to create a legislature in the Territory of 
Alaska, to confer legislative power thereon, and for 
other purposes.  The House resolves itself 
automatically- 

LEGISLATURE FOR ALASKA. 
Mr. MANN.  Pending that, Mr. Speaker, I suggest 

to the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. FLOOD] that I 
see he has reported House bill 38, a substitute bill 
on the same subject.  I understood he desired to 
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have that bill considered instead of the bill 13987, 
by unanimous consent.  Of course that order would 
have to be made in the House instead of in 
Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. FLOOD of Virginia.  I did not catch what the 
gentleman said. 

Mr. MANN.  The gentleman reported yesterday 
House bill 38, with a substitute amendment, on the 
Territorial Legislature of Alaska. 

Mr. FLOOD of Virginia.  Yes. 
Mr. MANN.  I understood the gentleman desired 

to ask unanimous consent to consider House bill 
38 instead of the bill that we had under 
consideration last Wednesday.  If that is to be 
done, it would have to be done in the House.  The 
Committee of the Whole would not have the power 
to do that. 

Mr. FLOOD of Virginia.  I am obliged to the 
gentleman from Illinois. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 
House bill 38, with amendments, be substituted for 
House bill 13987, and I admit for this reason, Mr. 
Speaker: It was the intention of the Committee to 
have House bill 38, with amendments, reported.  I, 
as chairman of the Committee on the Territories, 
undertook to make that report, but the bill was 
printed as H.R. 13987, and it had my name on it as 
the patron of the bill. As a matter of fact, the 
Delegate from Alaska (Mr. Wickersham) is the 
patron of the bill.  And I want to say here that 
Alaska has been very fortunate in the last two 
Congresses in having a representative of such high 
character and splendid ability as JUDGE 
WICKERSHAM. [Applause].  He has done an 
immense amount of work on this bill and is the 
patron of it.  It was not the intention of the 
Committee on the Territories or my intention to 
deprive him of the credit of being the patron of the 
bill, and so we have subsequently reported the bill 
H. R. 38 with amendments.  I ask that that be 
substituted for the bill under consideration. 

Diary 20, 1912 
April 24 

24 
[clipping continued] 

Mr. FLOOD of Virginia.  Mr. Chairman, I move 

that the committee do now rise and report the bill to 
the House with the amendments, with the 
recommendation that the amendments be adopted 
and the bill as amended do pass. 

The motion was agreed to. 
Accordingly the committee rose; and the Speaker 

having assumed the chair, Mr. CLINE, chairman of 
the Committee of the Whole House on the state of 
the Union, reported that the committee had had 
under consideration the bill (H.R. 38) to create a 
legislative assembly in the Territory of Alaska, to 
confer legislative power thereon, and for other 
purposes, and had directed him to report the same 
to the House with an amendment, with the 
recommendation that the amendment be agreed to 
and that the bill as amended do pass. 

The SPEAKER.  Is a separate vote demanded 
on the amendment? [After a pause.]  If not, the 
question is on agreeing to the amendment. 

The question was taken, and the amendment 
was agreed to. 

The bill as amended was ordered to be 
engrossed and read a third time, was read the third 
time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. FLOOD of Virginia, a motion to 
reconsider the vote by which the bill was passed 
was laid on the table. 

 
{And then:} 

 
MINING LAWS OF ALASKA. 

Mr. FLOOD of Virginia.  Mr. Speaker, I am 
directed by the Committee one the Territories to 
call up the bill (H.R. 18033) “to modify and amend 
the mining laws in their application to the Territory 
of Alaska, and for other purposes.”  It is on the 
Union Calendar. 

Mr. MANN.  Mr. Speaker, a parliamentary 
inquiry. 

The SPEAKER.  The gentleman will state it. 
Mr. MANN.  I understand the gentleman has 

called up the bill H.R. 18033.  If the House should 
now adjourn, would that be the unfinished business 
on next Calendar Wednesday? 
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The SPEAKER.  Yes.  The Clerk will report the 
bill. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
H.R. 18033.  A bill to modify and amend the 

mining laws in their application to the Territory of 
Alaska, and for other purposes. 

Mr. FLOOD of Virginia.  Mr. Speaker, I 
understand that if the House adjourns now that the 
bill will be the unfinished business on next 
Wednesday? 

The SPEAKER.  That is the understanding of the 
Chair. 

 
ALL IN ONE DAY! We will pass the mining bill next 
Wednesday: See Todays Record. 

Diary 20, 1912 
April 25-26 

-25th – 
Recd, telegrams of congratulation on passage of 
Home Rule Bill in the House from William Piggott, 
Seattle, the Skagway Daily Alaskan, from R.W. 
Jennings, Cordova, & Harry Thisted & Dr. Chase, 
Cordova.  Sent telegrams yesterday evening 
announcing passage to many persons in Alaska - 
to Dan Sutherland, Ruby etc. 

-26th - 
Spent the day in getting my speech of Wednesday 
ready for the Record.  I was asked so many 
questions that it entirely changed the whole plan of 
my speech for the Record & I've had to even 
rewrite portions of it.  Hubbard came to see me 
today & said Col. Richardson was distressed for 
fear I was going to attack him in my speech - I told 
him I had no such intention & never had. 

Diary 20, 1912 
April 27-29 

-27th – 
Debbie & I concluded to go over to Atlantic City to 
spend Sunday - for a real day of rest.  Leave on 
12:15 train. 

29th. 
Debbie & I went - Phil. Atlantic City.  Took room at 
Haddon Hall - good room, good food, a beautiful 
sunny Sunday - Debbie was delighted & I was 
rested.  It rained Saturday & today but every hour 
at Atlantic City was sunny & beautiful - except the 
nights which were warm & fine - a good trip. 
When I reached the office I found my speech 

printed in full - 25 pages - in the Record, of April 
27th. 
I am satisfied with it - not for any trick of oratory – 
but for the real information about Alaska in it! 

Diary 20, 1912 
April 29 

-Monday 29th - 
Another one!  The Supreme Court of the United 
States decided the case of Humboldt Steamship 
Co v. Interstate Commerce Commission today.  
Held, Alaska in an organized “Territory” that the 
Inter State Commerce Laws are in force there & 
issued Mandamus against Commission requiring it 
to take jurisdiction there and enforce the laws! 
I sent telegrams to Juneau, Skagway, Valdes, 
Cordova, Fairbanks & Nome announcing the 
decision - Mr. Charles D. Drayton, of Washington 
was the principal attorney for Humboldt Co. but I 
drew that part of the brief relating to the status of 
Alaska as a Territory:  I am delighted - Victory after 
4 years fighting for that point. 

Diary 20, 1912 
May 1 

May 1st.  
Another! The house passed my mining bill today, 
by acclamation. 
It is the same bill as was passed by the last 
Congress & allowed to die in Committee by 
Senator Dick, of Ohio, controlled thereto by 
Senator Guggenheim!  But Poindexter is now 
Chairman of the Com. on Mines etc. and he will 
push the bill through the Senate & I feel sure now 
that it will become a law! 
Geo. A. Jeffrey, who went to Alaska with me 12 
years ago, came to me today.  Tom Cole is a good 
fellow, earnest etc. but is not a stenographer, so I 
have told him he must give away to George, whom 
I need.  Tom will go home at the end of his school 
term May 24th. 

Diary 20, 1912 
May 5 

-5th - 
Recd, a package of Fairbanks papers from which it 
appears that my Daly claim is very rich in gold 
placers.  The boys are taking out rich pay - as high 
as $200 & $300 a bucket! or as George Smith says 
“the pay streak is crazy.” 
 
[clipping]  
THREE HUNDRED DOLLAR  
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PAN FROM DALY BENCH 
Smith Brothers, of Eva Creek, Who Ran Into 
Phenomenal- 

Ly Rich Ground Monday, Conceded to Be the 
Richest in the Tanana, Yesterday Washed Out a 
$300  

Pan-$50 to $80 Pans Quite Common. 
The Smith brothers, operating on the Daly bench of 
Eva creek, still are in the phenomenally rich pay 
they opened up Monday, according to mining men 
who have just returned from that creek.  Yesterday 
morning one pan taken out of the drift yielded 
$300.  Pans yielding from $50 to $80 are quite 
common. 

The foreman of the claim is reported to have 
declared that it is the richest thing ever uncovered 
in the Tanana; that while he has seen little spots in 
other mines as good, he never has seen such a 
body of the phenomenally rich stuff. 

Delegate Wickersham is one of the owners of the 
Daly Bench. 

 
I get 25% of the gross output & pay nothing! 25% 
net! 

Diary 20, 1912 
May 6-7 

-6th – 
Another! The house today passed my bill for the 
relief of indigents in Alaska - we struck out all of 
senator Nelson’s bill & as this amended the bill 
passed the House by unanimous consent. 

-7th - 
Alaska mail today.  Letter from Ritchie informing 
me that the Independent Republicans have called 
a territorial Convention to meet at Valdes on May 
29th to nominate a candidate for Delegate to 
Congress & also Delegates to the Rep. Nat. 
Convention - to adopt a platform etc. 
He says they want me to run again - that I must 
etc. etc. 

Diary 20, 1912 
May 7 

-7- 
[clipping]  

REPUBLICAN CONVENTION. 
A convention of the Independent Republicans of 

Alaska is hereby called to meet in Valdez on the 
29th day of May, 1912, at 10 o’clock a.m. to 

nominate a candidate for Delegate to Congress to 
be voted for at the territorial election to be held on 
the 13th day of August, 1912.  Also to elect two 
delegates and two alternates to the Republican 
national convention to be held in Chicago on the 
18th day of June, 1912.  Also to transact such other 
business as may come before the convention. 

Each election precinct in Alaska, as the same 
were constituted at the delegate election of 1910, 
shall be entitled to one delegate in the convention 
hereby called for every 20 votes or fraction thereof 
cast for Hon. James Wickersham for delegate to 
congress at the election held August 9, 1910. 

Dated Valdez, Alaska, April 26, 1912. 
E.E. RITCHIE, Acting Secretary. 
 E. VALENTINE, Chairman. 

 
Also received a telegram from Dan Sutherland 

“Ruby City, Alaska, May 6—12”  
James Wickersham, Member of Congress 
Washington, D.C. 
Cannot run.  No finances.  People demand you.  
Your election cinch. 
Dan Sutherland” 
Am writing letters to my friends urging Dan's 
nomination - but if they nominate me I’ll not 
disappoint them. 

Diary 20, 1912 
May 8-9 

-8th – 
I called up Hay, Ch. of Com. on Military Affairs & 
wanted to talk with him about the telegraph rates in 
Alaska, but he refused to talk about it saying he 
knew all he wanted about it.  I told him then to go 
to the devil - It looks as if the Senate amendment 
would be killed.  Am engaged in sending out 1000 
copies of my legislative bill (as it passed the 
House) to the people in Alaska for their 
information. 

-9th - 
Debbie went to St Louis today to visit Darrell - for a 
month. 

My speech on Alaska received in the office.  I am 
in receipt of a telegram of congratulations etc. from 
Frank Aldrich at Nome - letter do. from Gov. Brady, 
N.Y. & from many others.  Will begin sending out 
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5,000 copies tomorrow. 
Diary 20, 1912 
May 9 

-9- 
[clipping] 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES U.S. 
PART OF CONG. RECORD.-FREE. 

LEGISLATURE FOR ALASKA. 
Balance sheet of United States in account with 

Alaska, 1867 to 1911, both inclusive. 
Production: 

Minerals- 
Gold……………………$195,916,520.00 
Silver…………………..      1,500,441.00 
Copper………………...      8,237,594.00 
Gypsum……………….        547, 345.00 
Marble………………...          185,443.00 
Tin……………………...          88, 062.00 
Coal…………………….        338,189.00 

Sea and fur products- 
Fur-seal skins..............    51,835,143.00 
Aquatic furs except 
 Seals…………………..   12, 496,063.00 
Furs of Land animals…      8,350,290.00 
Walrus products……….       368,053.00 
Whalebone…………….     1,707,410.00 
Fishery products……… 147,953,077.00 

Total cash receipts………..    17,117,354.79 
      
      
       446,640,984.79 
 
Total cash disbursements: 

Original purchase price..$    7,200,000.00 
Treasury, 1867-1911.....$   23,158,162.06 
Post Office, 1867-1911..$     5,458,548.19 

 35,816,674.25 
To Balance due Alaska.....$ 410,824,310.54 

446,640,984.79 
But your best work and most important 

endowment will be the republican government 
which, looking to a long future, you will organize 
with schools free to all, and with equal laws before 
which every citizen will stand erect in the 
consciousness of manhood.  Here will be a motive 
power without which coal itself will be insufficient.  

Here will be a source of wealth more inexhaustible 
than any fisheries.  Bestow such a government and 
you will bestow what is better than all you can 
receive, whether quintals of fish, sands of gold, 
choicest furs, or most beautiful ivory.  [From 
speech of Senator Charles Sumner, May 28, 
1867.] 

SPEECH OF  
HON. JAMES WICKERSHAM, 

OF ALAKSA, 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Wednesday, April 24, 1912. 
 
On my envelope for my speech have ordered 5000 
copies for distribution.  I have started out on a plan 
of forcing Senator William Alden Smith, Senator 
from Michigan & Chairman of Senate Com. on 
Territories, to act on our Legislative Bill. 

Diary 20, 1912 
May 9 

9 
I am sending the newspapers of Michigan a copy 
of the bill as it passed the House. - then copies of 
the speech of W. W. Wedemyer, M.C. from Mich, 
in its favor - then I intend to send them my speech 
a few days later & follow it up each week with 
Alaska matters - until I work up such a sentiment in 
Michigan as will force Senator Smith to act - or will 
defeat him for reelection this fall & winter! 

Wedemyer is strongly with me & if necessary we 
intend to post his opponents & start a “back fire” on 
him in Michigan politics - in short we intend to 
make him act for the people of Alaska or make it 
perfectly plain that he is acting in the matter with 
the “Big Interests”! 
If he is against the bill we will defeat him for re-
election if we can! 

Diary 20, 1912 
May 11 

-11th - 
By appointment I had lunch today with Jud. 
Welliver and Slattery, one of the secretaries of the 
Nat. Conservation Assoc.  They have agreed to 
take hold of the Alaska Legislative Bill with force 
and vigor - and laid plans for putting it forward as 
the work of the Assoc. with Pinchot and all that 
force behind it. 
We figured out a plan of publicity campaign in Mich 
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to “push” Sen. Smith on action, & also a plan to get 
a majority of the Senate Com. on Ter. with us, and 
at work.  I am to prepare some editorial matter, & 
Welliver & the Conservation magazines & papers 
are to put it before the public.  In that way we 
expect to create such a “back fire” in the state 
where the Senator comes from as to compel his 
attention & enlist his sympathy.  Flood & 
Wedemyer both over to urge matter before 
Senators & generally the work is progressing 
favorably. 

Diary 20, 1912 
May 13 

-13th - 
Went to see Judson C. Welliver, asst. Editor Times 
& long a friend of mine & Alaska, about the 
Legislative Bill in the Senate.  I submitted the 
situation to Welliver & told him that I wished him to 
advise me how to compel Senator Wm Alden 
smith, of Mich, to act.  He suggested 1st that we 
get the National Conservation Assoc. - Pinchot & 
his people - to take up the fight, and 2nd that I get 
some publicity man to conduct a campaign – 
sending the proper material etc. To newspapers & 
magazines for publication.  I told him that I had 
already prepared material for Mich, but he 
suggested that it ought to go in the name of the 
Nat. Cons. Assoc & not in mine - I agree to that. 
Will begin on the plan?? in the morning. 
 
[clipping] 

O.C. Dickerson, of Alaska, Entertained. 
O.C. Dickerson, president of the White Pass and 
Yukon Railroad of Alaska, was entertained at the 
Willard last night at dinner by a party of friends, 
including Delegate James Wickersham, of Alaska.  
Mr. Dickerson has been in Washington for a few 
days on a visit.  He will leave for his home today.  
Senator Smith, of Arizona, was among those 
present, and made a short talk on the development 
of Alaska.   Delegate Wickersham also made a 
short talk. 

Diary 20, 1912 
May 14 

-14th - 
By appointment I had lunch today with Jud. 
Welliver and Slattery, one of the secretaries of the 
Nat. Conservation Assoc.  They have agreed to 

take hold of the Alaska Legislative Bill with force 
and vigor - and laid plans for putting it forward as 
the work of the Assoc. with Pinchot and all that 
force behind it. 
We figured out a plan of publicity campaign in Mich 
to “push” Sen. Smith on action, & also a plan to get 
a majority of the Senate Com. on Ter. with us, and 
at work.  I am to prepare some editorial matter, & 
Welliver & the Conservation magazines & papers 
are to put it before the public.  In that way we 
expect to create such a “back fire” in the state 
where the Senator comes from as to compel his 
attention & enlist his sympathy.  Flood & 
Wedemyer both over to urge matter before 
Senators & generally the work is progressing 
favorably. 

Diary 20, 1912 
May 15 

-15th - 
Working with Slattery to get Senator's in line. 
Attended meeting of Senate Public Lands Com 
today to hear M.K. Rodgers, present the 
advantages of Controller Bay for Railroad and Coal 
outlet:  He made very strong presentation - but 
Senator Guggenheim opposed him & stood by 
Cordova.  When the examination of Rodgers was 
ended they asked me questions - but I told them 
Rodgers knew more about it than I. 

Evidently politics in Alaska is warming up  
 

[clipping] 
MAYOR CHARGES LIBEL 

Gilmore, of Nome, Causes the Arrest 
of J. J. Chambers. 

Special Cable to Post-Intelligencer. 
NOME, May 9.- Mayor W. A. Gilmore has had 

“Doc” J. J. Chambers arrested on a charge of 
criminal libel for circulating documentary 
communications tending to show that Gilmore had 
been disbarred Seattle, and making other 
allegations.  The whole matter is considered 
political maneuvering.  Gilmore leaves on the 15th 
on the schooner Seddon via Dutch Harbor to 
connect with the Dora for a campaign of 
Southeastern Alaska. 
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Sorry Gil can’t stand the “gaff”.  Poor Gil, begins 
now to understand how it goes to be a king & wear 
a crown! 

Diary 20, 1912 
May 16 

-16th (clippings)- 
FAIRBANKS, ALASKA, WEDNESDAY, MARCH 
20, 1912 
EVA SHOWS RICHEST 

PAY YET UNCOVERED 
Better Ground Than Was Ever Mined In This Valley 
Was  

Opened Up Monday on the Daly Bench of Eva 
Creek.   

Homestake Being Taken Daily from Pay Found 
on the  

Reef. 
{This is my claim & I hope it is as good as the 
report says it is.} 

The richest body of pay ever uncovered in the 
Tanana valley is reported by arrivals from Eva 
creek to have been opened up on the Daly bench 
at the mouth of that creek, by the Smith Brothers & 
Company.  It was on Monday of this week that they 
drifted into this pay, which is so rich that a $50.00 
pan can be picked up almost anywhere on bedrock 
or a foot above it.  Since that time they have been 
hoisting at the rate of 400 buckets per day from 
“Pay that,” as George Smith has expressed it “Has 
gone plumb crazy.” 

An accurate estimate of the amount of money 
coming out of the hole is impossible, but it is 
placed at the rate of between $200 and $300 per 
bucket, so each days hoisting would mean a little 
Homestake. 
This phenomenally rich part of a phenomenally rich 
paystreak is not expected to last very long, as it is 
found on a rising bedrock, presumably a reef. 

Diary 20, 1912 
May 16 

16 
[clipping continued] 

However, the activities on this bench are not 
dependant on any one spot of pay, for the Smith 
brothers have already blocked out 25,000 square 
feet of bedrock that will go between $5 and $6 the 
foot. 

The Daly bench is a claim that was staked in the 

early days but allowed to lapse at different times as 
it was not supposed to carry pay, and it was not 
until after the Eva paystreak was picked up over a 
year ago, two claims further up stream that 
attention turned to this claim which was then in 
litigation. 

 
[clipping] 

HAMILTON IS 
GETIING READY 

Little Eldorado Miner Will Be 
Operating on the Daly 

Bench 
IS ON THE EVA PAYSTREAK 

From the First Drill Hole Put 
Down the Sum of 75 
Cents Was Obtained. 

At least 500 feet of pay have been disclosed by 
the one drill hole recently sunk by H.G. Hamilton, 
layman on the Daly bench of Eva creek, who had 
the churn drill bedrock a hole 500 feet from the 
line. That lessee now is moving timbers and 
generally preparing to sink a shaft and open up the 
ground. 
As luck would have it, the very first attempt by the 
prospector disclosed the pay, 75 cents being taken 
from the six-inch drill hole. 
 
Clippings from Fairbanks News-Miner about Eva 
Creek claim - Hope they save my 25% for me. 
 
L. S. Robe was on the office today.  He is in 
Washington on settlement of his surveys of the 
townsite of Fairbanks. Asked me to help him which 
I have done. 

Diary 20, 1912 
May 17-18 

-17th – 
Joslin came in tonight to see me & to say that he 
had just today had a talk with Senator Smith of 
Mich. who told him he did not intend to pass the 
Alaska Legislative Bill! But the session is not yet 
ended. 

-18th - 
Saw Senators Bristow & Chamberlain - both are on 
Sen. Com. on Ter. and I feel that slowly - very 
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slowly - we are getting some sympathy for the 
Legislative Bill.  I urged upon Chamberlain that 
they give us a hearing on the Mining Bill if they 
won’t on the Legislative Bill - & he promises 
assistance. 
The Fisheries Com. Senator Jones, had hearing 
today on the Alaska fisheries bill - I don’t want the 
bill & don’t intend to let it pass - it is only good to 
put more power in the hands of the Fisheries 
Bureau, which already has too much power in 
Alaska. 

Diary 20, 1912 
May 19 

-19th - 
Sunday. Worked in office - wrote a letter to Mabil, 
assoc. Editor of the “Outlook” and also to Trumbull 
White, Editor of “Everybodys Mag.” asking them to 
help us in our fight to compel Senator Smith, Ch. of 
Senate Com. on Ter. to act on our Legislative Bill.  
Was called in by Judge Young, of Kan. who is the 
acting member of the Sub-Com, of the House 
Com. on Ter. in the preparation of a railroad bill for 
Alaska, who wanted to show me his bill - He told 
me he had been over to see Sen. Smith, and they 
had in preparation a bill to create a Joint 
Committee to secure information & data about 
Alaska railroads etc. 
I told him promptly I would object & fight bitterly 
any “junket” to Alaska without, first, passing the 
legislative Bill- that when Senator Smith started to 
Alaska I would start to Michigan to denounce him 
for securing bills for the Big Interests while he 
smothered bills for the benefit of the People of 
Alaska! 

Diary 20, 1912 
May 19 

19 
Last night Joslin telephoned to me that he had 
gone to see Secretary Fisher yesterday as he 
promised me he would. He told me that he told 
Fisher that I was determined not to allow any 
railroad bill to pass until my Legislative bill passed 
& urged Fisher to get the Administration into line & 
get behind my Elective Legislative Bill & pass it -
both for political & practical purposes.  That it was 
the block in the progress of all their efforts & must 
be got through the Senate so that other matters in 
which the Administration was interested in relating 

to Alaska could move forward, etc. etc. 
Joslin told me that Fisher finally agreed that he 
would do what he could to put the Legislative Bill 
through the Senate. 
I intend to go to See Homes, the Director of Mines, 
in the Morning - & probably Fisher & urge the same 
course of action. 

Diary 20, 1912 
May 19 

19 
But under no conditions will I permit - if I can stop it 
- the passage or report of any legislation for 
Alaska, until the Legislative bill is through the 
Senate. 

Just now Roosevelt is declaring that Taft is for 
the Big Interests & against the people. - here is 
Taft’s one chance to do something - and he is the 
most pronounced opportunity - to prove his 
devotion to the People & thus put Roosevelt “in 
bad”  & I am going to try to make it apparent to 
Fisher & through him to Taft. 
But if I fail in that, and cannot get Smith to “come 
through” - then I am going to organize a bitter fight 
on Smith & Hamilton in Michigan. - on the 
Beveridge - Hamilton appointive military Legislative 
bill of two years ago -and their devotion to the Big 
interests & opposition to the people! 

Diary 20, 1912 
May 20 

-20th - 
I went to see Sec. Fisher today, on the strength of 
what Joslin said, & talked to him earnestly in favor 
of the Legislative Bill - I think he can be brought 
around to our point of view & later I urged Judge 
Young, of Kan. and a member of our Ter. Com. & 
also Wedemyer, - to go and see him.  Saw Senator 
Jones tonight & asked him to see the Secretary 
about the matter too.  Took lunch with Slattery, 
Sec. of the Nat. Conservation Assoc. today & he 
assured me that they were writing letters etc. to 
influential men in Mich, asking them to urge Smith 
to act, - also sent out from office letters, with copies 
of legislative bill & a printed copy of editorial, to 300 
Mich., newspapers asking them to urge Sen. Smith 
to act. We'll move him. 

Diary 20, 1912 
May 22 

-May 22nd. 
Ohio went for Roosevelt in the primaries yesterday! 
Good.  It is a satisfaction to see Taft defeated & 
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rejected by the people! 
I went to see Senator Nelson today & while he 

was friendly toward me - that is he did not throw 
me out of the office - I could not get him to agree to 
allow the Legislative bill to go through the 
Committee on Ter. 
I reminded him that he had voted to bring out the 
Beveridge appointive Legislative Com. bill, but that 
would not force him to yield.  I do not anticipate 
that he will yield, though if a bitter fight is begun he 
may not last in his opposition.  The Sen. Com. on 
Pub. Lands held an Alaska session -Col Swanitz & 
Sec. of Int. Fisher talked in favor of the Alaska 
Central Ry. scheme, but nothing will come of it 
(continued in next book). 
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From May 23, 1912 

To September 30th, 1912. 
 

Election of 1912 
3rd Term Victory 

Diary 21, 1912 
 

[Inside front cover] 
 
[clipping] 

FOR DELEGATE 
[photograph of James Wickersham] 

JAMES WICKERSHAM 
Alaskas True Friend 

Diary 21, 1912 
May 23 

-May 23rd , 1912- 
Hearings on the Alaska Fisheries Bill continued 
from evening to evening before Senator Jones 
(Wash.) 
[clipping] 

Lecture on Alaska. 
Delegate James Wickersham, of Alaska, has 

accepted an invitation of the National Press Club to 
deliver a stereopticon lecture on Alaska, Saturday 
night, June 1. 

He will give some of his folk-lore talks, history of 
the natives, and much inside information as to 
industrial and commercial conditions in the most 
northerly possession of the United Sates. 

Judge Wickersham will use his costly collection 
of artic and subarctic photographs to illustrate his 
lecture. 

 
I am beginning to get returns from the letter & 
editorial matter sent out last week to 300 Michigan 
newspapers to “push” Senator Smith, of Mich, in 
charge of the Alaska Legislative Bill, in the Senate 
Com. on Ter.  The         News arriving today, 
one of the leading Mich. papers contains the whole 
of the editorial in its first column of editorial - full, 
strong, & prominent. 

Diary 21, 1912 
May 23 

-23- 
Wedemyer called up Smiths office & directed their 
attention to it - This mornings Record discloses that 
Senator Jones of Wash, arose in the Senate 
yesterday and said, 

 
[clipping] 

Territorial Government for Alaska. 
Mr. JONES.  Mr. President, I should like to ask 

for some information from a member of the 
Committee on Territories.  At the last session of 
this Congress I introduced a bill providing for a 
Territorial form of Government for Alaska.  Quite a 
while ago the bill passed the House of 
Representatives by practically a unanimous vote. 
That bill has gone to the Committee  on Territories.  
I should like to know whether the committee is 
giving these bills any consideration and what the 
prospects are for a report, either favorable or 
unfavorable, at an early date. 

Mr. NELSON.  In the absence of the chairmen of 
the committee, I desire to say that the chairman of 
the Committee on Territories is the chairman of the 
subcommittee of the Committee on Commerce 
which has been investigating the Titanic disaster.  
Since that investigation begun he has been 
exceedingly busy with the matter, but the 
committee is now considering its final report, and 
after that this matter will be taken up. 

Mr. Jones.  I certainly hope so, because I think 
this is one of the measures that Congress should 
act upon one way or the other before it adjourns.  
While I want to give the committee an opportunity 
to consider the matter, I hope action will be taken 
within a very short while.  If not, I shall take 
whatever steps are necessary to have the measure 
passed. 

 
We intend to keep up the effort & force Senator 
Smith to act.!! 

The Interstate Commerce Commission is also 
moving in regard to Alaska railroad control: L have 
asked them to send me copy of this notice. 
[clipping]  
 

ALASKAN ROADS MUST 
COMPLY WITH LAW 

Following the decision of the Supreme Court in 
the Humboldt Steamship case that the Territory of 
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Alaska is within the jurisdiction of the Interstate 
Commerce Commission, the commission today 
notified Alaskan roads to comply with all the 
regulations of the Interstate Commerce Law. 
The carriers are given until August 1 to file 
schedules of rates, and they will be expected to file 
an annual report of revenues and expenses for 
fiscal year ending June 30.  They will also be 
subject to the safety appliance and hours of service 
regulations.  The mileage of Alaskan railroads on 
June 30, 1910, was 389. 

Diary 21, 1912 
May 27 

-27th - 
I received a telegram yesterday from E.E. Richie 
and Geo. Baldwin, Valdes, Alaska, as follows: 

Valdes, Alaska, May 26, 1912 
Hon. James Wickersham 
Member of congress, Washington, D.C. 
Delegates assembling you certainly nominee why 
indorse Roosevelt.  His conservation Alaskas 
curse, you and everybody have condemned it.  
Indorse him now makes us all ridiculous, means 
much bad feeling locally: Ritchie and Baldwin.” 
 

I answered as follows today: 
Washington, D.C. May 27, 1912  

Ritchie and Baldwin, Valdes, Alaska. 
Roosevelt probably next president.  Instruct 
delegates not to indorse conservation great  

Diary 21, 1912 
May 27 

27 
aid opposing radical conservation.  No use electing 
delegates Chicago without instructing Roosevelt. 
Show valentine.” 

James Wickersham, Delegate from Alaska. 
And I also sent Valentine this: 

Washington, D.C. May 27, 1912 
E. Valentine, Valdes, Alaska. 

I strongly urge instruct delegates Chicago for 
Roosevelt.  Otherwise no standing either 
Convention or Roosevelt administration.  
Instructions will enable us prevent radical 
conservation legislation against Alaska.  Nominate 
six delegates. 

James Wickersham, Delegate from Alaska. 
On Saturday I sent Ritchie a full telegram of 

instructions which drew the protest from him and 
Baldwin. 

Diary 21, 1912 
May  

27 
My telegram of Saturday was as follows: 

Washington D.C. May 25, 1912  
E. E. Ritchie, Valdes, Alaska 
Call Chicago convention provides each territory six 
delegates giving Alaska two Hawaii six.  Pass 
resolu_ tion declaring Alaska territory entitled six.  
Elect six actual Alaskans including Wickersham, 
Hubbard. Protest Shackleford Herron nonresidents 
employee big interests.  Instruct for Roosevelt!  
Forward record credentials evidences regularity for 
contest.  Valentine Ritchie should come Chicago. 

James Wickersham, Delegate from Alaska. 
Attending hearings tonight before Senator Jones 
Com. on Fisheries on the Alaska Fisheries bill - no 
use, it will not pass this session. 

Diary 21, 1912 
May 28 

-28th - 
Much to my surprise Gifford Pinchot and Jack 
Dalton came into my office this morning.  We went 
over to see Senator Poindexter about Jack’s 
Cordova mining property which is in, controversy 
with the Guggenheims.  Result: I am looking the 
case over today & they will go to see Fisher, Sec. 
of Interior about it tomorrow.  Talked with Pinchot 
about my Legislative Bill & he took copy & speech 
& will go to work on Senators at once for me.  
Senator Smith, of Mich, delivered himself of his 
great speech which he has been incubating for a 
month, today, and promised several persons that 
he would have a meeting of the Com. on Ter. on 
Friday & began on Alaska matters - I am going to 
see him in the morning. 

Diary 21, 1912 
May 28 

28 
[clipping]  

SOCIALIST LIKELY 
TO STUMP ALASKA 

Krauczunas Quits Immigra- 
Tion Service and Will Run 

for Delegate. 
Special Correspondence of Post-Intelligencer 

KETCHIKAN, May 14. — Kazis Krauczunas has 
tendered his resignation as head of the immigration 
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inspection service in Alaska to the department, to 
become operative as soon as a successor can be 
named and take over the work.  Mr. K. 
Raueczunas states that he will practice law in 
Ketchikan. 

Subsequent to the filing of his resignation he was 
in receipt of a telegram from the headquarters of 
the Socialist party in Fairbanks stating that he had 
received the unanimous referendum vote of the 
party in the territory as candidate for delegate. 

He states that he has not exactly decided how he 
will make his campaign, but will probably make a 
tour of Alaska. 

 
Jennings, R.W. Standpat Democrat.  Martin 
Harrais, Progressive Democrat,  Wm. A. Gilmore, 
Taft Republican. Kazis Krauczunas, Socialist. 
Now if my friends nominate me tomorrow at Valdes 
- there you will have the racers - may the fleetest 
win! 

Diary 21, 1912 
May 28 

28 
I showed Pinchot the telegrams which had passed 
between me & Ritchie-Baldwin & Valentine, about 
instructing delegates at tomorrows convention at 
Valdes, for Roosevelt -he was greatly interested 
but did not commit himself in any way.  Later Jack 
Dalton (who is Pinchots house guest) told me that 
Pinchot asked him if he (Jack) thought I would like 
to be Governor of Alaska if Roosevelt won! 
I told Jack, yes, but that if nominated I intended to 
make the race for Delegate first - and would 
consider the suggestion later - if we won the 
elections. 
With Pinchot and a successful fight for Roosevelt I 
ought to be able to aid Alaska - and myself too. 

Diary 21, 1912 
May 29 

-29th - 
Went over Jack Dalton’s lawsuit with Jack, and 
Pinchot & Senator Poindexter this morning: They 
are to go to see Fisher about the patent to his 
Cordova mining claims tomorrow. 

This evening I spent two hours with Trumbull 
White, Mr. Daly and   McAdams, at New Willard 
Hotel talking Alaska.  They are of “Everybodys 
Magazine” staff and will urge Senators to assist in 

the passage of the Legislative Bill. White was in 
Alaska in 1908 with Birch & spent several days in 
Fairbanks.  They will assist by persuading 
Senators Smith, Cummins & others. 

Diary 21, 1912 
May 30 

-May 30th - 
Declaration Day - holiday. 
Received the following telegram: 

Valdes, Alaska, May 29, 1912  
Hon James Wickersham, 

House of Representatives, Wash. D.C. 
You unanimously choice of Convention.  Delegates 
instructed for Roosevelt.  Hubbard, Wickersham, 
Dalton, Boyle, Le Fevre, Hunt, credentials mailed 
Sims Chicago. 

E. Valentine 
And thus for a third time I must carry the banner of 
the people against Big Business in Alaska.  I sent 
the Following telegram to Valentine, 
Thank Convention for me.  Accept  

Diary 21, 1912 
May 30 

30 
nomination. Will reach territory immediately after 
adjournment. 
James Wickersham. 
I then took the whole telegraphic correspondence 
with Ritchie & Valentine down to Pinchot, and 
Welliver, who read it & will assist in the fight to seat 
us.  (Personally, it will be a difficult and doubtful 
fight - but if there shall be power with the Roosevelt 
people in the Chicago Convention - or a split - we 
may make it.  Any way we must make the fight to 
seat 6 delegates because Alaska is a Territory, and 
the Call provides that every “Territory” shall be 
entitled to six delegates.  Pinchot has gone to see 
Smith, Bristow, & other senators about getting our 
Legislative Bill up tomorrow. 

Diary 21, 1912 
May 31 

-May 31st - 
This was one of the great days in the long struggle 
for Home Rule for Alaska.  The Senate Committee 
(on Ter. was slow in meeting but finally got round 
about 11 oclock and gave us an hour.  I had asked 
Gifford Pinchot to come and make a short talk 
which he did - not only that but his mother, and his 
aunt, and Jack Dalton & his wife - and Mrs. Pinchot 
- accomplished diplomat - brought Mrs. McLean, 
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wife of the Senator from Conn. also.  Altogether it 
was quite an array of both Senators and influential 
people - and I think it quite impressed Senator 
Smith.  Pinchot  

Diary 21, 1912 
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31 
talked for half an hour and then I was given a 
chance - & talked for 45 minutes. The room was 
with us, the audience and enough of the Senators 
to give me courage & I feel quite hopeful now.  
Smith was kind & he and Nelson & McLean talked 
quietly & the meeting when it quit, adjourned until 
Tuesday morning at 10 oclock! 

Am now getting ready to talk to the Press Club 
on Saturday night. 
Have a lot of fine stereopticon views of Alaska and 
hope to get off in such a way as to please the 
pressboys -I need them in the Alaska fight. 
 
[clipping]  

WICKERSHAM HAS MANY 
PICTURES FOR LECTURE 

Delegate James Wickersham of Alaska has 
assembled many extraordinary photographs of 
winter and summer scenes throughout the vast 
territory he represents in Congress, for his lecture 
to be delivered at the National Press Club 
tomorrow night, at 9 oclock. 

A most interesting historical and descriptive talk 
on Alaska, its gold, its resources, and the native 
people is promised the club, and the pictures, 
shown by stereopticon, are expected to add greatly 
to the lecture. 

There is probably no one more intimately 
acquainted with conditions in Uncle Sam’s most 
northerly possession than Mr. Wickersham, who, 
for a number of years, was a Federal judge in 
Alaska during troublous times of the early gold 
strikes and stampedes. 

Diary 21, 1912 
June 1 

-June 1st- 
Had a fine meeting at the National Press Club 
tonight -not a large crowed - for the membership is 
limited - but a sympathetic and friendly lot of 
newspaper men from whom I may confidently 
expect friendly assistance hereafter for Alaska.  

The pictures - stereopticon lantern slides - were 
good & appreciated by the crowd.  I am pleased 
with the great interests manifested in the matter, 
and feel that Alaska gained many friends. 

The “coal” and “railroad” lobby favoring Alaska 
schemes is pushing the Smoot-Fisher-Harriman 
“job” to buy the Alaska Central Ry. vigorously. 

Diary 21, 1912 
June 2 

-June 2nd - 
Some interest is being worked up on our Roosevelt 
delegates to the Chicago convention & I am 
beginning the preparation of a record for the 
Chicago contest against the Shackleford 
delegates. 
Recd, telegram from Dan Sutherland this morning 
saying:  
“Ruby City, Alaska, June 1, 1912” 
Hon James Wickersham, 
Member of congress, Washington, D.C. 
Our heartiest congratulations.  Can easily be 
elected. Will do all in our power.  This district is 
solid. Is being organized.  Command me anything.  
Awaiting orders. 
Dan Sutherland. 
 
[clipping] 

Wickersham Faction Elects Six 
Roosevelt Delegates From Alaska. 

VALDEZ, Alaska, May 30.-Six delegates 
instructed for Roosevelt were so elected to 
represent Alaska in the Republican national 
convention at Chicago by the Wickersham faction 
of the Republican party, which held its convention 
here yesterday. 

The convention was called as an independent 
Republican gathering, but when the news of the 
result of the New Jersey primary was received the 
adjective was dropped and the leaders decided to 
send a set of Roosevelt delegates to Chicago to 
control the seats of the two Taft delegates elected 
to Cordova, two months ago. 

James Wickersham was nominated to succeed 
himself as delegate to Congress and the following 
delegates to the national convention were chosen: 
O.P. Hubbard, Jack Dalton, James Wickersham, 
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F.M. Boyle, Frank E. Becker and H.H. Le Fevre. 
The platform adopted condemns President Taft’s 

views touching Alaskan matters and local self-
government, commends Delegate Wickersham’s 
efforts to get home rule for Alaska, and includes 
virtually the same recital of needed Alaskan 
legislation as in the platform adopted by the regular 
Republicans. 

A set of resolutions also was adopted pointing 
out that the attitude taken by the Wickersham 
convention of two years ago toward the President’s 
appointive legislature scheme and Gov. Clarke’s 
hostility to home rule were fully justified by the 
trend of events and the growth of sentiment in 
Alaska since then. 

Former Mayor E. Valentine of Juneau was 
designated as National Committeeman.  Delegate 
Wickersham will be opposed in his race for 
Congress by Mayor William A. Gilmore of Nome, 
Republican; Robert W. Jennings of Juneau, 
Democrat: Martin Harrais of Fairbanks, 
Independent Democrat, and Kaziz Krauczunas of 
Ketchikan, Socialist. 

Diary 21, 1912 
June 3 

June 3rd  
Busy with Jack Dalton, of Cordova, and 0. P. 
Hubbard, of Valdes, in preparing a record of past 
Republican conventions in Alaska, and date to 
show the regularity of our Valdes convention & 
irregularity of Shackleford - in short preparing 
affidavits for the contest between the Alaska 
Republican delegates nominated at Cordova & 
those recently nominated at Valdes.  It is agreed 
between us that Dalton (who is a houseguest of 
Gifford Pinchot’s and Hubbard shall go to Chicago 
at once & make the fight while I remain here and 
look after the Alaska bills before Congress. 

Diary 21, 1912 
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June 4th  
Another red letter Day! 
Had another hearing before the Senate Com. on 
Ter. I read the Legislative Bill & was plied with 
questions by the Senators - Both Jones & 
Poindexter appeared before the Com. & in five 
minute talks strongly urged the passage of the bill.  
Senator Bristow was present & Senator Shiveley of 

Ind, and nearly a full committee & much interest 
was shown in the character of its provisions.  I can 
almost believe the bill will be reported - Senator 
Smith was friendly - many suggestions of 
amendments in minor matters - the situation now 
looks very hopeful. 

Diary 21, 1912 
June 5 

-5th - 
Prepared record for contest at Chicago - Dalton 
had gone on and Hubbard goes tonight and we will 
make a hard fight to have Alaska given a “square 
deal.” 
Hoggatt will sit on the National Com. and of course 
will fight our efforts to represent Alaska.  A big red 
faced boob from Connecticut or New York to 
represent the “Guggs” on the Nat. Com - thats Taft 
politics!! 
 
[clipping]  

ALASKA HOME RULE 
URGED BY PINCHOT 

Former Chief Forester Tells 
Senate Committee Govern- 
ment Should Own Roads. 
FAVORS LEASING COAL 

Delegate Wickersham Repeats His 
Arguments-Advocates Hope for 

Passage of Measure. 
Special to Post-Intelligencer 

WASHINGTON, May 31.-  Former Chief Forester 
Gifford Pinchot and Delegate Wickersham, of 
Alaska, were among those who appeared before 
the senate territories committee today to urge 
favorable action  
on the Jones-Wickersham bill, providing home rule 
for Alaska. 

Mr. Pinchot testified as to the class of people to 
be found in Alaska, and their ability to govern 
themselves. 

Pinchot Urges Home Rule. 
“I have visited all the principal towns in Alaska, 

said Mr. Pinchot.  I was there last year to discuss -
public questions and I got an insight into the Alaska 
people which confirmed my belief that they should 
be given self-rule.  They are our kind of people, 
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fully capable of administering their own affairs, and 
I believe the permanent population of the territory 
will continually increase, because of the immense 
resources of the country.” 

Mr. Pinchot was questioned concerning his views 
on the disposal of Alaska coal lands.  He said he 
favored leasing large areas to commercial 
operators and granting permission to private 
individuals to take up small tracts for local use 
under laws similar in placer claim regulations. 

For Federal Owned Road. 
He said that whoever controls the Alaska 

railroads controls the entire territory, and for that 
reason he favored government owned railroads, 
although opposed to federal ownership anywhere 
else. 

Delegate Wickersham practically repeated the 
argument recently bade before the house and the 
senators plainly were impressed with the facts and 
figures displayed. 

In fact, so much interest was shown that hopes 
are now entertained that the bill will pass the 
senate at this session. 

Calls Special Meeting 
Senator Smith, of Michigan, chairman of the com-

mittee, who is represented as being opposed to the 
proposition, has called the committee together for 
next Tuesday, when at attempt will be made to 
reach a definite conclusion on the measure. 

Diary 21, 1912 
June 6 

-6th - 
[clipping] 

ROOSEVELT SUPPORTERS 
MAY HAVE PAID COSTS 

{Seattle Times, May 31.} 
Juneau Delegates Assert Em- 

ory Valentine Handled Pro- 
Rough Rider Fund to Pay 
Expenses of Session. 

{What a wail!!} 
VALDEZ, Alaska, Friday, May 31.-  Providence 

and a large bunch of tainted money are said to 
have played a prominent part in the Wickersham 
convention held here yesterday for the purpose of 
endorsing Delegate Wickersham for Congress and 

of instructing two delegates to the national 
convention to cast Alaska’s ballot for Roosevelt. 

Emory Valentine, former mayor of Juneau, 
conducted the convention by steam roller methods, 
and Elmer E. Ritchie, formerly a strong 
Wickersham man, who was furnished with proxies 
for a number of delegates of which he intended to 
vote against Roosevelt, was prevented from 
reaching the convention in time by the nonarrival of 
a steamship. 

Had Ritchie been able to reach the convention in 
time to cast his votes, there is no doubt that the 
Roosevelt convention, dolled with Roosevelt 
money, would have been instructed for Taft.  When 
he found that the convention had been held before 
he arrived, Ritchie was deeply disgusted, and his 
remarks about the manner in which the convention 
had been conducted were scarcely available for 
publication. 

It is asserted by a large number of the Juneau 
delegates that Valentine received a bunch of 
Roosevelt money to pay the expenses of the 
convention. Wickersham, it is claimed, trained with 
the Roosevelt supporters to spite President Taft, 
who received the endorsement of the regular 
Republican convention more than three months 
ago.  By the direct primary vote in several of the 
Alaskan towns Roosevelt was outvoted by three to 
one. 

Wickersham’s endorsement of Roosevelt, and 
the unfair manner in which his manager, Valentine, 
conducted the convention will lose Wickersham a 
large number of votes in the forthcoming election 
for delegates, particularly in the Third and Fourth 
Divisions, where a healthy opposition to William A. 
Gilmore, the regular Republican nominee, had 
been engendered.  Many of Wickersham’s 
strongest supporters have quit in disgust, and will 
support either the Democratic or Republican 
candidates. 

Valentine called the convention to order before 
the scheduled time, and filled the floor of the 
convention with a number of local people, none of 
whom had received proxies.  Ritchie was detained 
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at Cordova on a lawsuit, and sailed on the Bertha 
with a large number of proxies.  Valentine knew 
that Ritchie would oppose the endorsement of 
Roosevelt, and he, therefore, rushed through his 
prepared program and platform before Ritchie 
arrived.  There were only twelve regularly elected 
delegates present, but many Valdez residents were 
given proxies made out on the ground. 
George R. Baldwin and L.V. Ray, two of the 
regularly elected delegates from Valdez, made a 
strong fight to beat the Roosevelt endorsement, but 
were declared out of order. 
 
Recd, telegram from Leehey & Perkins, Seattle, 
saying the Seattle Chamber of Commerce was 
sending telegrams to Senator Smith urging 
passage of the Home Rule Bill - also letter from 
Pigott same thing. 
 
Send them strong telegrams urging telegrams to 
Nelson - also telegraphed to McLean, St Paul 
Pioneer Press, asking telegrams from St Paul to 
Nelson.  Saw Pinchot & urged him to see Senator 
Hitchcock & get him for us. 

Diary 21, 1912 
June 6 

6 
Several days ago I received a telegram from 
Valentine saying that he heard Shackleford was 
trying to get into the Roosevelt ranks and abandon 
Taft - I gave the telegram to Jack Dalton (who was 
staging with Pinchot) and he telegraphed it to 
Pinchot in New York.  Today I talked with Pinchot 
about it and called his attention to the fact that 
Gov. Hoggatt was sitting on the Rep. Nat. Com. in 
Chicago for Shackleford - He told me that “they” - 
meaning Hoggatt, had been over to New York to 
see Roosevelt - but admitted that as yet, they were 
tied by their “instructions” from the Cordova 
Convention for Taft - I understood that they were, 
however, disloyal to Taft, and were seeking a way 
to desert him & go to Roosevelt. 
I protested to Pinchot against such an  

Diary 21, 1912 
June 6 

6 
act, and an abandonment of the friends of 
Roosevelt, as an act of perfidy in trading the 

“offices” in Alaska to Shackleford, the traitor, that 
he might sell them to the Guggenheim & other Big 
Interests for cash! 
Pinchot denounced it - but with an air that left sus-
picion in my mind that the trade is so far along that 
our Roosevelt delegation from the Valdes 
convention may be thrown if necessary!  Roosevelt 
is a politician and a Jesuit - the end justifies - even 
sanctifies - the means necessary to accomplish it, 
and we must even watch our friends that they do 
not trade us off to weaken Taft.  Several reports 
today that Senate Com. on Ter. will report our bill 
tomorrow. 
Certainly I have left nothing undone! 

Diary 21, 1912 
June 7 

-7th - 
I sent a telegram to Henry J. Ray, Fairbanks, 
Alaska, yesterday asking him how much money he 
had on hand extracted from my Eva Creek mine - 
this spring, & I have this answer: 

Fairbanks, Alaska, June 6, 12, 
James Wickersham, Delegate from Alaska, 
Washington, D.C.  Nine hundred thirty six ounces 
value close sixteen thousand dollars. 

Henry T. Ray. 
From the newspapers I learn that they did not 
begin to “clean up” until some time in May - so I 
may expect a pretty good sum from time to time 
during the summer. 

8                8                    8 
Diary 21, 1912 
June 8 

-8th - 
The Senate Com. on Ter. yesterday agreed to 
report my Legislative Bill with amendments. 
Generally the amendments are immaterial but one 
is fundamental - they have agreed to strike out the 
senate & give Alaska a legislative body of one 
House only!  I have not yet concluded to accept it 
without objection, but if I do I shall insist on making 
an increase in the number of the members from 
Sixteen to 21.  One house with only 16 members 
gives the “Interests” to much of an opportunity to 
get 9 and pass bad legislation - It removes the 
block  

Diary 21, 1912 
June 8 

8 
of the other House - and leaves “them” only the 
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small talk of controlling the legislature by 
controlling 9 men.  My present thought is that it is a 
bad amendment.  The Committee also added two 
sections (which I wrote at Smiths suggestion) - one 
to create a Ry. Commission & the other changing 
the Delegate election from August to Nov. in 1914 
& thereafter.  Some other minor amendments but I 
think I can get the worst of them eliminated by 
appealing to Senators - they have not reported the 
bill, but I understand they will -the amendments are 
in a “Committee Print” for inspection at another 
meeting - evidently. 

Diary 21, 1912 
June 8 

8 
The unveiling of the Columbus statuary - in front of 
the Union Station, today was a beautiful function. 
It was the occasion of a grand Catholic 
demonstration under charge of the “Knights of 
Columbus” - Sec. Knox presided - the President 
talked - it was an ideal day -the parable was both 
military - naval and civil - and a formidable one.  
Stub of my ticket in the grand stand.  I had a good 
seat next to that part where the President sat & 
heard his speech very plainly.  It was an evident 
attempt to control or persuade – the Catholic vote 
to support Taft! 
[Wickersham enclosed stub of his ticket in the 
grand Stand] 

Diary 21, 1912 
June 10 

June 10th 
[clipping]  

ALASKA HOME RULE 
BILL PROGRESSES 

Measure Almost in Shape for 
Reference to Senate-Has 

Bristow’s Support 
Special to Post-Intelligencer. 

WASHINGTON, June 4.— Home rule for Alaska 
received another substantial boost today when the 
senate committee on territories gave minute 
consideration to the Jones-Wickersham bill and 
practically put it in shape for reference to the 
senate.  The senate committee showed a marked 
interest in the bill, and its members are giving the 
measure sincere consideration, a fact which is 
somewhat surprising, considering the lateness of 

the session. 
Senator Bristow, who recently was represented 

as opposing the measure, but who later denied the 
accusation on the floor of the senate, said today at 
the close of the hearing that personally he believed 
it would be reported favorably and would be 
passed at the present session. 

“It seems strange, said the senator, that the 
convention has become so general that the senate 
territories’ committee is hostile to the Alaska home 
rule proposition.  I have never opposed it, and I do 
not know of any serious opposition to it among the 
committee members.  I should judge, without 
having made a personal canvass among the 
members, that the bill would soon be reported 
favorably.” 

 
Funny, aint it? Evidently Senator B- has forgotten 
the Beveridge Bill of only 2 years ago. 

Have just been up & talked with Flood.  He says 
to let the Senate report & pass the bill with such 
amendments as they please - that in Conference 
we will stand for the two Houses! 
Max Manger, of Fairbanks, and his German bride, 
are here on their way to Alaska, - they are around 
today taking in Washington. 

Diary 21, 1912 
June 11 

-11th - 
Telegrams this morning received from Perry, Capt. 
U.S. Rev. Cutter “Manning,” from Kodiak via 
Seward, say that at Kodiak the volcanic ash, 
pumice, etc, is a foot deep -the wireless station on 
Wood Island buried - the Manning giving water to 
400 people, - a terrible condition exists account of 
a volcanic eruption on the Alaska Peninsula -at 
Katmai - Iliamna - or some other volcano there.  If 
that condition exists at Kodiak what must be the 
condition at Katmai and other places between 
Kodiak and the Volcano?  I received a telegram 
from Dr. Romig & Gilmore (candidate for delegate) 
at Seward urging Congressional aid. 

Diary 21, 1912 
June 11 

11 
I introduced a joint resolution in the House 
appropriating $50,000 & authorizing Revenue 
Cutter Service to go at once to the relief of the 
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suffering coasts.  Senator Jones introduced the 
same resolution in the Senate, This afternoon I 
wrote a letter to the President urging him to send a 
special message to the House in the morning 
recommending the relief.  Later: I received 
telegram from Dr. Boyle, Valdes, saying: 
Thousand people homeless result Katmai volcano 
disaster catastrophe congressional action urgently 
necessary.”  I immediately telephoned the White 
House, & to Asst. Sec. of the Treasury J. F. Curtis.  
Am sending replies to Seward & Valdez  

Diary 21, 1912 
June 11 

11 
giving full information-- about what is done here.  
The President has telegraphed to Gov. Clark and 
will do nothing until he hears from him - Clark is at 
Juneau 600 miles from Seward & cannot have 
more information than we have already received 
from Capt. Perry’s telegram from Kodiak via 
Seward. 
 
[clipping]  

ASHES BURY TOWNS 
Villages Suffer From Katmai 

Volcano Eruption. 
LIVES SAVED BY CUTTER 

The Manning Takes Aboard Residents of Kodiak, 
Alaska. 

PROPERTY LOSS IS ENORMOUS 
Evidences of Disaster Were Seen at 

Dawson, Six Hundred 
Miles Away. 

KODIAK, Alaska, June 9, via tug to Seward, 
Alaska, June 11, Kodiak and Woody Island 
villagers are buried under a foot of ashes as a 
result of the eruption of Katmai volcano, beginning 
Thursday afternoon and lasting forty-eight hours.  
No lives have been lost here, but many other 
settlements near the volcano must have suffered 
greatly. 
The revenue cutter Manning was in port here when 
the eruption began, and furnished refuge for all the 
inhabitants of the town, 500 men, women and 
children, doubtless saving many lives.  The 
Manning is now serving distilled water and 

government rations to the destitute people, the 
water supply having been polluted and springs 
filled with ashes. 

Wireless Station Burned. 
The naval wireless station was destroyed by fire 

and the Manning’s wireless equipment is too weak 
to work with Cordova.  Dispatches are being sent 
by tug to Seward, with an appeal for all available 
craft to come to the assistance of the people in the 
vicinity.  The property loss will be enormous. 

As soon as the hail of ashes, sand and hot 
pumice stone began the officers of the Manning 
ordered every one in Kodiak and nearby villages to 
board the ship. 
For more than four hours the people were huddled 
together in the darkness of midnight.  Saturday 
morning it grew lighter, the Manning worked out of 
the narrow channel and headed for the open sea.  
She had not proceeded far when the pall lifted and 
she returned to Kodiak. 

Tug Carries News. 
SEWARD, ALASKA, June 11.- The first direct 

news of conditions on Kodiak Island, which was 
almost devastated by the eruption of Katmai 
volcano, was received yesterday, when the tug 
Printer arrived, bringing Lieut. Searles of the 
revenue cutter Manning and J. E. Ers in, a 
merchant of Kodiak, who appealed for assistance 
for the strickened people on the island. 

Lieut. Searles said that the food supply at Kodiak 
was sufficient to last only fifteen days.  All the 
crops on the Island were destroyed, and millions of 
fish here killed by the sand, and the ashes that fell 
in the water.  The water supply is polluted by the 
decaying fish, and springs have been stopped up 
with ashes.  The Manning is distilling water for the 
use of the people. 
At a mass meeting of citizens a committee was 
appointed to handle relief funds for the stricken 
villagers.  An ap- 

Diary 21, 1912 
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peal was sent to Congress asking that $2,000 be 
placed at the disposal of the revenue cutter service 
to buy food. 
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Messages were also sent to Gov. Clark urging 
him to send all the revenue cutters on duty in 
Alaskan waters to the islands laid waste by the 
volcano.  The tug Printer will return to Kodiak 
tomorrow with all available supplies. 

Ashes Seen at Dawson. 
SEATTLE, Wash., June 11 - Dispatches from 

Dawson, Yukon territory, 600 miles northeast of the 
volcanoes, said volcano ash fell there yesterday.  
The people of Dawson had not heard of the Katmai 
eruption.  Other points in the Yukon valley reported 
a light fall of ashes, and Eagle, Alaska, near the 
international boundary, reported hearing distant 
explosions Thursday afternoon. 

Think Volcano in action. 
FAIRBANKS, Alaska, June 11- Persons arriving 

from the South bring reports of heavy cannonading 
in the foothills of the Alaska Range, and it is 
supposed the volcanoes are in action.  The sounds 
came from the vicinity of Mount Hayes. 
Ashes are falling here and the sun is obscured. 

RELIEF PLANS DISCUSSED.  
Revenue Cutters to Be Rushed to Refugees’ Aid. 
The federal government is moving swiftly for the 

relief of the volcano sufferers.  Acting Secretary 
Curtis of the Secretary Department will discuss 
relief measures today with President Taft, and 
Delegate Wickersham of Alaska will ask Congress 
for an emergency fund. Capt. Bertholf, 
commandant of the revenue cutter service, has 
issued orders to rush the cutters Tahoma and 
McCulloch to the assistance of the refugees. 

Capt. Perry of the revenue cutter Manning, 
reporting to Washington, says that St. Paul and 
Wood island villages, buried under one foot of 
ashes, sand and hot pumice stone, are doubtless 
in terrible condition. Capt. Perry, in his dispatches 
urges the need of - a government emergency fund 
for supplies for the destitute. 

The havoc wrought on the eastern coast of 
Kodiak Island by the volcano, Katmai, caused 
officers of the revenue cutter service familiar with 
Alaska to believe that vastly greater damage has 
been done on the western side of the island, not far 

from the mainland, on which the volcano is located. 
The needle of the seismograph at Georgetown 
University, which for the last three days has been 
agitated almost continuously and at times recorded 
severe earth shocks, was quiet all of last night.  It 
is thought that undoubtedly the needle has been 
recording the volcanic eruptions in Alaska.  No 
shocks of importance were shown after yesterday 
morning and early in the afternoon conditions 
became normal. 

June 12, 1912 
The President sent in to Congress today a 
Message specially calling attention to the Alaska 
Volcanic disaster & recommending an 
appropriation of $100,000 for the relief of the 
sufferers. 
I have tried all day to get Fitzgerald, the Chairman 
of the Com on Appropriations to do something, but 
he will not.  Tomorrow I intend to ask unanimous 
consent to take the Reso 

Diary 21, 1912 
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lution up for consideration - if there is objection, as 
there probably will be, I will have done all possible 
& will have to let the matter go until other pressure 
will compel the Com. on App. to act. 
 
[clipping]  
Alaskan Steamers  

Rushing to Rescue 
SEWARD, Alaska, June 12.- Every steam vessel 

along the Alaska coast was turned into a rescue 
ship today and dispatched at full speed to Kodiak 
island, where 200 persons are reported to have 
been overwhelmed by ashes from Katmai volcano. 

Refugees who have reached Uyak during the 
past twenty-four hours asserting that the village of 
Gold Bay, Katmai, Kanatuk, Douglas, Savonsky 
and Kagamute are buried beneath twenty feet of 
ashes and that at least half of their 530 inhabitants 
have perished. 

 
[clipping] 

SHARP EARTH SHOCKS 
ARE RECORDED HERE 
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Georgetown Instruments Register 
Faint Tre- 

mors. 
Sharp earth tremors were registered today on 

Georgetown University’s seismographs.  Father 
Torndorff said that the earthquake shocks began at 
7:50; developed maximum intensity at 7:59, and at 
8:45 were still being registered.  He estimated that 
the disturbances were in Alaska. 

 
I am getting anxious to go to Chicago but I will not 
leave as long as there is any probability that I can 
assist in securing the passage of either resolution 
of the Home Rule bill.  I intend to make as much of 
an effort tomorrow as possible - the President in 
his message today has done right. 

Diary 21, 1912 
June 13 

-13th - 
[clipping]  

TAFT ASKS AID FOR ALASKA. 
Volcano Survivors Are in Dire Need, 

President Taft tells Congress. 
President Taft, in a special message to 

Congress, yesterday asked for an appropriation of 
$100,000 to be expended by the revenue-cutter 
service in caring for volcano victims near Kodiak, 
Alaska.  The President’s message said: 

“Information comes of a reliable character that 
through the action of a volcano in the 
neighborhood of Kodiak, Alaska, more than 1,000 
people are rendered homeless, and unless aid can 
be given them they are likely to suffer severely. 

“I ask, therefore, an immediate emergency 
appropriation, to be expended by the revenue-
cutter service under the direction of the Secretary 
of the Treasury. 

“The danger is said to be in the neighborhood of 
large salmon canneries, and should the streams of 
the country be clogged and poisoned, as is likely 
by the volcanic explosion, loss of life is certain to 
ensue unless relief is granted. 

“I recommend that an appropriation of $100,000 
be made for this purpose.” 

There were no deaths on Kodiak Island from the 
volcano, and the ashes have stopped falling, 

according to a message yesterday from Gov. 
Clark. He adds that smaller villages west of Kodiak 
and nearer the volcanic area may have suffered 
worse. Information is lacking, he says, as to the 
villages on upper Bristol Bay, which apparently are 
within the zone of the disturbance.  It is believed 
the disturbance is general among three or four of 
the more active volcanoes in the region between 
Seward and Unalaska. 

The people from Kodiak Island, who are on the 
revenue-cutter Manning, are badly in want of 
government aid, and help must be had 
immediately, according to a telegram from Deputy-
Marshal Armstrong at Kodiak. 

 
Spent another day trying to get the House 
Appropriation Com. to agree to pass my resolution 
appro. $50,000 for the relief of the Kodiak volcanic 
sufferers - but in vain.  Fitzgerald, Ch. says he has 
made an arrangement with the President by which 
Taft will go ahead & succor the distressed - using 
public funds, supplies, etc, and that the Com on 
App. will report and pass a bill later to pay the 
expanse - Cannon lauded Taft today for spending 
money for such purposes 

Diary 21, 1912 
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even in violation of the law (see page 8637 - 8 of 
Cong. Record, June 13, 1912), and used the Miss. 
river flood & Alaska Volcano cases to illustrate his 
point - in both cases the violation of the law could 
have been made legal in five minutes by the 
House! 

-14th - 
Attended meeting of the Fisheries Com. of the 
Senate last evening & the Alaska Fisheries bill was 
finally laid on the shelf for this session of Congress 
with my approval.  The Senate Com. on Ter. met 
this forenoon - I was present at the opening but we 
were all excluded when the Com. met for Senator 
Smith told me they intended to report the bill 
favorably!  The “Big Interests” are trying to attach 
all kind of 
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Alaska “jobs” to it - and it looks like a packmule 
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now.  Senator Smith, however, told me that he was 
using every effort to get it reported - and that we 
could throw off the load in conference!  He does 
not seem to favor the one House amendment and 
suggested that all such questions could be settled 
in conference.  The Com. is in session even this 
afternoon - working as if it intended to report the 
bill.   
Leave Washington for Chicago this evening at 645  
Have telegraphed Mrs. W- St. Louis to meet me in 
Chicago. 
 
[clipping]  

ALASKA GOVERNMENT 
MEASURE APPROVED 

After Eliminating Clause Pro- 
viding for Upper House, Ter- 
ritorial Committee Ready to  
Report Favorably 
WASHINGTON, D. C., Saturday, June 8. -After 

eliminating the clause which provides for an Upper 
Legislature, and amending the bill to provide for 
one Legislature of sext4en members, four from 
each judicial district, the Senate territorial commit-
tee today announced that the Alaska home 
government bill will be reported favorably within a 
few days. The committee also decided that the 
capital of the territory shall be located at Juneau.  
TMs plan met with opposition from a number of 
Alaskans, who appeared before the committee, 
some advocating Fairbanks, and others Valdez 
and other places as a site for the proposed seat of 
government. 

The amendment eliminating the Senate will be 
bitterly fought by Delegate Wickersham as it 
eliminates him from an opportunity to become a 
political boss of the territory, but the Senate 
committee has pledged itself to insist on the 
amendment on the ground that as the territorial bill 
will enable the governing body to legislate for only 
about 2 per cent of the area of the territory - the 
balance being public or “reserved” land - there is at 
present no necessity for creating a costly and 
cumbersome form of government. 

Members of the committee declare that as all of 
the laws passed by the proposed body will be 
subject to review by the national Congress, an  
upper branch of the Legislature in Alaska is not 
essential. 
An effort will be made to put the bill through the 
Senate in time for it to go to conference between 
Senate and House before adjournment. 

Diary 21, 1912 
June 15-16 

-15th - 
Reached Chicago at 2 afternoon went to 
Alexandria Hotel – Rush & Ohio Sts.  Hubbards & 
Daltons there.  Debbie came at 5 oclock. 

-16th - 
Sunday & we took long automobile ride north & 
South. There is but little doing in the matter of our 
admission to the Convention as delegates.  Our 
credentials were thrown out on the ground - 
technically 
- that we ought to have filed them earlier - we are 
too late - and did not comply - technically - with the 
call of the Nat. Com. for the Nat  

Diary 21, 1912 
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convention - No attention is given to the right of the 
matter - Another item of greater force- While 
Shackleford & Hoggatt were instructed by the 
Cordova convention to vote for Taft, we found upon 
inspecting the credentials today that they did not 
filed that instruction with the committee - and now 
they are promising the Roosevelt leaders that they 
intend to aid them in the organization of the 
convention - 
and betray Taft.  We made copy of their credentials 
- they will make good reading in Alaska - 

Diary 21, 1912 
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Fink is here as Shackleford’s affidavit man - 
boosting for them & ready to do dirty, work.  
Hoggatt, Shackleford & Fink - the three racers! 
There was a big meeting in the Auditorium Theatre 
to night. We all attended. Senator Borah spoke - & 
then Roosevelt! & how he did whip the bosses!  He 
gave fair notice that if he & his friends were not 
given control at the Convention tomorrow he & they 
would not be bound - which means a bolt! 

Diary 21, 1912 -17th - 
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June 17-18 Convention talk - activity - boasts - flags - shouting 
- scheming etc. 
We (that is Hubbard, Dalton & I) go to see the 
leaders of the Roosevelt forces - try to get some 
tickets etc. but without effect - for tomorrow. 

-18th - 
Convention Day - 
I secured one ticket for entrance into the 
Convention -it was given to me by Congressman 
Good, of Iowa, after I had failed in all other ways.  
Hubbard did not get one - but Dalton did - saw the 
whole show today - Senator Root elected 
temporary chairman. 

Diary 21, 1912 
June 19 

-19- 
[Chicago Republican National Convention ticket] 
 
A great struggle is on between the opposing forces 
of Taft & Roosevelt.  My old Alaska friend E. R. 
Brady got me a ticket - but I was late in getting to 
the Coliseum & it was so crowded that I could not 
get in – I did not want in bad enough to try hard - 
for it promises to be a long wrangle - three or four 
hours mere talk over substituting the Roosevelt 
substituted list of delegates for the Taft list. Sent 
Hubbard in today - so that we had a guard & 
member of credentials if anything should happen. 

Diary 21, 1912 
June 19 

19 
Roosevelt made a speech to the delegates 
favorable to him tonight in the Florentine room, 
Congress Hotel.  He makes a strong fight against 
the Taft managers because they are using “steam 
roller” methods in refusing to seat his delegates - 
and in seating Taft’s. 
The Nat. Committee, as it is now constituted was 
repudiated at the State primary elections in Cal, Ill, 
N. Dak, S Dak, Oklahoma, Ill, Penn, N.J. & other 
states, but,  following former precedents it claims 
the right to try all preliminary contests for seats in 
the Convention -& being Taft men - they seat the 
Taft Delegates & throw  

Diary 21, 1912 
June 19 

19 
out the Roosevelt delegates.  The effect of this 
partisan action is to give the preliminary control of 
the Convention to Taft - which, by using their 

power thus acquired - they will make permanent.  
Roosevelt & his followers are thus kept out of 
control -& as they claim to have a real majority of 
regularly elected delegates this effort to steal the 
majority is causing great excitement & threats of a 
“bolt.” 
Roosevelt gives fair warning that he & his friends 
will carry the fight against such “frauds” before the 
people - it now looks as if nothing can prevent two 
conventions! 

Diary 21, 1912 
June 20 

-20th - 
Fight over frauds in seating delegates is over 
shadowing all other questions. Penrose, Crane, 
Watson & the Taft leaders are pushing their 
delegates into the Convention in defiance of 
Roosevelt leaders, - Johnson (Cal) Hadley, Fort & 
others and the feeling is growing more intense 
every moment. 
Roosevelt’s people are fighting every inch - & are 
gradually losing.  The Shackleford - Hoggatt 
delegation from Alaska will be seated & we will be 
“steamrolled” sure.  Roosevelt is conducting his 
fight in person! 

Diary 21, 1912 
June 22 

-22nd - 
All the Taft delegates seated!  We are all crowded 
out & the Roosevelt forces will “bolt”.  Taft is in 
charge of the Convention & he will be nominated.  
Our delegates are all instructed not to vote in the 
Convention - Roosevelt will not go before the con-
vention. 

Tonight - Taft Nominated & Sherman! by 561 
voters out of 1078 - a majority of 22!  More than 75 
fraudulent delegates voted for Taft! 
As soon as it became certain that Taft’s people 
intended to nominate him by the use of force – our 

Diary 21, 1912 
June 22 

-22- 
delegates were notified & tonight we met in mass 
meeting in the Orchestra Hill - Gov. Johnson 
nominated Roosevelt - seconded by Pendergast of 
N.Y. & others - nominated. 
He came to the Hall & Accepted the Nomination.  
In the Hall & jammed around it 15,000 cheering 
enthusiastic people approved.  The Republican 
party is rent intwain & the fight will be made nation 
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wide. 
Much enthusiasm for Roosevelt - none for Taft.  It 
was a spectacle of a life time. (Darrell attended the 
Taft convention - I the Roosevelt). 

Diary 21, 1912 
June 22 

22 
Debbie attended the Convention on Friday - 21st. 
Darrell came up to Chicago Saturday evening at 
6:40 & after dinner he went to the Coliseum to the 
Con. & remained while Taft & Sherman were 
nominated - I went to the Roosevelt Hdq’s & 
thence to the Roosevelt meeting at Orchestra Hall 
& shouted for Roosevelt & voted for his 
nomination. 
Of course his nomination was irregular - but it can 
be used (as it was intended it should be) if needed 
to claim a regular nomination.  He is organizing a 
bolt & (I think) intends to wait till after the Baltimore 
Convention & add the defeated Democratic 
progressives to his followers - probably Bryan. 

Diary 21, 1912 
June 22-23 

-22- 
Dalton and his wife, O.P. Hubbard & wife & I and 
Debbie all stayed at the Alexandria Hotel”, corner 
Ohio & Rush Sts 

-23- 
Sunday.  Debbie & Darrell & I went out for a long 
automobile ride today.  We three delegates then 
went to a meeting of the Roosevelt delegates at 
Hdq’s.   Roosevelt made us a very short speech & 
then bid us good by.  It looks very much as if he 
was now playing to the Progressives in both parties 
with a view to perfecting a joint organization. 
Darrell leaves for St. Louis at 9. p.m. & I go back to 
Wash. D.C. at 8 p.m.  Debbie will stay here and go 
west - Tacoma - on Tuesday. 

Diary 21, 1912 
June 24 

-24- 
Reached Wash. D.C. at 7. p.m.  Found Geo. in the 
office & read the mail.  The train to Baltimore was 
full of Democrats – delegates – going to their 
Convention which meets tomorrow – Bryan is 
already there making his fight for Progressive 
nominations & platform and his attitude & position 
resemble Roosevelts at Chicago!  If he is defeated 
– as I believe he will be – he will then be able to 
fight for Progressive independent candidates with 

Roosevelt!  It will be a great team & with a good 
organization they can carry the country. 

Diary 21, 1912 
June 25 

-25- 
Nothing doing in Congress.  All at Baltimore 
Convention. Just as I anticipated Bryan made a 
losing fight today! 
He nominated Kern, of Ind. for Temporary 
Chairman & was defeated by the N.Y. Tammany 
man - Judge Parker!  Parker’s victory means the 
control of their convention by the radical 
reactionaries, and the overthrow of Bryan and his 
Progressive following.  There is no doubt that the 
Progressive elements in both parties would carry 
the election - but it is suppressed in both by the 
reactionary politicians.  History is making fast - in 
politics. 

Diary 21, 1912 
June 25 

25 
[clipping] 

Daily Nome Industrial Worker. 
Published Daily except Sunday 

By Nome Mine Workers’ Union, No. 240, Western 
Federation of Miners. 

Nome, Alaska, April 26, 1912 
“BUSTING” THE PLATFORM. 

The passing of the Wickersham Territorial 
government for Alaska Bill - my elective legislature 
bill as the delegate with characteristic modesty 
terms it - by a unanimous vote in the House of 
Representatives is quite an epoch in the history of 
Alaska.  For years the people of Alaska have with 
scant encouragement been fighting for thus this 
measure, and now when it seems to be on the eve 
of passing the Senate, they receive it here in Nome 
with considerable indifference.  That is not 
surprising, for as we all know, a change has come 
o’er the spirit of the political dreams of many a 
former ardent supporter of (with apologies to Frank 
Aldrich) “the judge,” and undue elation at the 
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success of his labors might, in effect, somewhat 
tamper with the best laid plans of the delegates to 
the republican convention at Cordova, and there 
would be, saving your presence, hell to pay should 
any untimely boost of any act of Delegate 
Wickersham now occur. 

There is of course some inconsistency in all this. 
But who outside the election of a gatekeeper for 
the Pearly Gates would accept consistency in 
politics. Yet it be remembered that it was for the 
consummation of the very measure which the 
House passed unanimously, that Wickersham was 
elected; and it was because he fought long, and 
hard, above and below the belt, with Roland’s 
parrying Oliver’s, that the very consummation has 
been achieved. 

The Industrial Worker is not in politics, but the 
Industrial Worker  cannot deny credit to the 
Delegate for that fight against odds which would 
overwhelm many a stronger man, and which 
certainly would have disgusted many a better man.  
We regard Wickersham as a politician pure and 
simple; playing the game for what it is worth, and 
we say he has played it well.  Not does it appear 
that he has any intention of retiring to private life “to 
cultivate those virtues which become a citizen who 
has done his whole duty by the people,” to steal a 
phase in much demand among senators uttering 
eulogies upon departed colleagues.  If we know 
anything about Wickersham, we judge that he is 
just now laying plans to discomfort any and all 
opponents just as seriously, just as cleverly, and 
just as surely, as when he began the indenture of 
his office. 

It is possible that ere the wirepullers at Cordova 
completed the structure which excites the 
admiration of stalwart and insurgent alike-that 
magnificent platform which as an omnibus 
gatherum never has been equaled-have seen to it 
that James Wickersham would be satisfactorily 
accounted for.  But so highly improbable!  The 
clever and generous and diplomatic negotiations of 
Charley Herron apparently do not meet with his 
approval, which is quite surgrising seeing that Jim 

Stokes, Frank Aldrich and Bill Eddy have conveyed 
it their imprimatur, and there does not seem, just 
as general proposition, any good reason why what 
looks good to such a trio should not look good to 
the rest of Alaska.  With the experience of the first 
named in things Alaskan, such as comes naturally 
to one who exercises considerable gray matter in 
the drawing up of annual reports, anything that 
appears worthy to such a one surely is discounted 
by the general with much temerity. 
We had nevertheless expected to see this 
Wickersham measure hailed by his former 
followers with greater rejoicing.  If measures, and 

Diary 21, 1912 
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[clipping continued] 
Not so much men indeed were the reason of their 
former acts, nothing exists why this rejoicing 
should not be manifested. 

Alas, even in the best of news there is oftentimes 
lurking evil tidings; and in the passing of the Home 
Rule Bill through the House, and the possible 
passage through the Senate and its likelihood of 
becoming law, there is the danger that in that 
fortunate consummation there will be the 
unfortunate fact of its thus destroying with one fell 
swoop the firmest, biggest, most attractive, and 
most inspiring plank on the republican platform.  
With that plank missing what use are the trimmings 
of fish trap legislation and hatcheries, and Taft 
endorsements?  What boosts the gargoyles of road 
tax remedial legislation and ice breakers for 
Nome?  Is not the whole structure dependent upon 
that, and when that is gone what becomes of the 
rest but a dreary not to say melancholy collapse? 
We hate to be considered as thus viewing what 
may in effect be the funeral pyre of someone or 
another’s political ambitions, but verily, it looks that 
way.  How sad in truth is the vista which capitalist 
politics opens before the sightseer, but how 
infinitely painful it is to the wanderer who having 
circulated abroad in political vagabondage and at 
last beheld the land of the capitalist Canaan 
opening before him and flowing with milk and 
honey, finds himself still in the dreary desert of 
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unfulfilled expectations.  Sympathy is not out of 
order.  And sympathy is needed. 
 
[clipping] 

Election For Delegate 
Will Be Held 

August 13, 1912 
 

[clipping] 
FOR DELEGATE 

[portrait of James Wickersham] 
JAMES WICKERSHAM 

Alaska’s True Friend 
Platform Adopted by the Republican Territorial 

Convention Assembled at Valdez, Alaska, May 29, 
1912. 

PREAMBLE. 
We declare our faith in the broad principles of 

Republican government, which throughout the 
course of our nation’s history, whether in times of 
doubt, danger, or prosperity, have been a force 
working for the liberty and enlightenment of our 
people. 

We affirm our adherence to these principles 
particularly now, when their credit seems in 
danger, and when all true believers in these 
principles, regardless of party ties are engaged in a 
mighty effort to make them paramount in our 
government and to cleanse them of the stain with 
which they have been defaced through the 
weakness and disloyalty of the present 
administration. 

We hold that the Republican party whose 
traditions are those of substantial achievement, as 
well as of glorious conception, is worthy once more 
to lead the Progressive movement against the 
forces of corruption and vested interests. 

We believe that this question of whether all the 
people or only a fortunate few are to control in the 
affairs of our country is the national question of 
pre-eminent importance, and further that the same 
question as it applies to our particular affairs is of 
even more importance to Alaska.  We consider that 
in this single sweeping question are involved all the 

various issues now moving for settlement in 
Alaska, and we proceed to define our attitude on 
these issues as follows: 

Home Rule 
We endorse and commend the work of Delegate 

James W. in his efforts to secure an elective 
legislature for Alaska, and the courageous and 
successful stand taken by him against the 
commission form of government for Alaska 
proposed by President Taft. 
We consider that it is pre-eminently through the 
efforts of Delegate Wickersham, supported by our 
party that the movement for home rule has how 
become so popular as to be endorsed by every 
political party in Alaska, and that the Home Rule 
bill presented in Congress by him has passed the 
house of Rep... and is likely to pass the Senate. 

We hold ourselves to be the original and bona-
fide Home Rule party of Alaska.  Home Rule has 
been our favorite measure from the beginning and 
we now pledge ourselves to continue our support, 
to urge the passage of the Wickersham bill, or a 
substitute at least as favorable to our cause, until 
such a measure shall have become a law; and 
further to use our best endeavors to the end that 
the new legislature once obtained shall become an 
effective instrument for enacting the will of the 
Alaska people into a law and for making known to 
Congress our views on matters of national 
importance. 

Conservation. 
We consider that the question of proper 

conservation and control of the natural resources 
of Alaska is one of the most difficult of all those 
now agitating the people of Alaska and the nation 
at large.  This is one of the questions to whose 
solution we feel that an Alaska legislature could 
render us most valuable assistance, and we would 
prefer to leave it to be settled by such a legislature, 
but to the end that present views on the subject be 
known, we commit ourselves as follows: 

We advocate the abolition of forest reserves in 
Alaska. 

Inasmuch as private enterprise has been 
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discouraged, we favor the building of government 
roads and railroads in Alaska to be operated not 
under lease but by the government. 

We demand the immediate opening of the Alaska 
coal fields and denounce the leasing system as 
proposed by the present administration. 

We favor the conservation and protection of the 
fishing resources of Alaska and in this connection 
we make the following specific recommendations: 

1. Fishing appliances known as fish traps are 
exterminators of salmon and of all other fish 
and we demand that their use be prohibited. 

2. We demand the enactment of a law 
prohibiting the catching of herring for the 
purpose of conversion into oil and guano. 

3. We favor liberal appropriations of public 
money for the building and maintenance of 
government salmon hatcheries. 

4. We recommend a tax of not less than 15 
cents a case on canned salmon. 

5. We demand the repeal of section 2 of an 
Act for the Protection of the Alaska 
fisheries, approved June 26, 1906, through 
which the salmon packers are enabled to 
avoid paying their proper tax by ostensibly 
maintaining private hatcheries and 
liberating fry. 

6. We demand that none but bona-fide 
residents of Alaska be permitted to fish for 
ccommercial purposes in Alaskan waters. 

OTHER DEMANDS 
We also favor the following: 
The Initiative, Referendum, and Recall. 
Necessary and sufficient aids to navigation. 
Repeal of present road tax law. 
A law regulating private banks in Alaska. 
An eight hour law and employer’s liability law 

which will protect the employe. 
A law protecting the wages of miners by giving 

them a lien on the property, machinery, etc., where 
they work. 

A law abolishing the abuses of the power of 
attorney in locating mining claims. 

The appointment of all federal officials from 

among the body of Alaskans. 
A law providing for the expenditure of $100.00 for 

each 20 acres embraced in a placer claim. 
Efficient aid and protection to the natives of 

Alaska. 
Establishment of U.S. Land Office in the Third 

Division of Alaska. 
Finally we believe that the surest way by which 

we can obtain, not merely on or a few of these 
benefits, but all of them and many others besides 
in the manner most desired by the citizens of 
Alaska, is through the Territorial legislature, we 
have pledged ourselves to secure, and on the 
securing and the rendering efficient of such a 
legislature when secured we propose to 
concentrate our efforts. 

RESOLUTIONS 
TO THE CHAIRMAN OF AND DELEGATES TO 
THE REPUBLICAN CONVENTION OF THE 

TERRITORY OF ALASKA. 
YOUR COMMITTEE ON RESOLUTIONS 

SUBMITS: 
That proud of the record of our universal party of 

the people of Alaska we reaffirm its resolutions of 
1910 and maintain that the experience of two years 
has proven the correctness of our assertions. 

We indorse the legislative program of James 
Wickersham and that program [?] blessings of 
American rights. 

We proclaim our opposition to a legislative 
council appointed by the President to be composed 
in part by military officers and there are now none 
who dare to advocate such medieval monstrosity. 

We arraigned Walter E. Clark, Governor of 
Alaska, for bearing false witness and maligning the 
people of Alaska and the committee of Congress 
have verified our indictment and the House of 
Representatives has confirmed it. 

We favored the abandonment of forest reserves, 
the marking of inland waterways, liberal 
appropriations for roads, the appointment of mining 
inspectors, just laws for the regulation of labor, the 
passage of a sanitary law and the platforms of 
every political party in Alaska are now voicing our 
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recommendations. 
We denounce Louis P. Shackleford, as national 

committeeman, with organizing in conjunction with 
Ex Governor W.B. Hoggatt, Gov. Walter E. Clark 
and others, a cabal commonly known throughout 
Alaska as “The Rule or Ruin Gang” with lobbying 
against measures introduced by our delegate to 
Congress and which were overwhelmingly 
indorsed by the people of Alaska at the polls, we 
resented their cruel slanders, misrepresentations, 
and the false witness they have borne; we 
arraigned that unscrupulous cabal as criminal 
conspirators and now in two short years prove our 
charges. 

We charged the political organization of Louis P. 
Shackleford with self appointment and for answer 
they have re-proclaimed themselves to power 
without the merest semblance to fairness, at a 
convention to which not a delegate was elected, 
and there were more people at their alleged 
convention than the secret caucuses of federal 
officials where their fraudulent minutes, resolutions, 
credentials and proxies were signed. 

We despise the hyprocrisy of L. P. Shackleford’s 
Cordova platform and resent its insults to the 
intelligence of the people of Alaska. 

We deplore the silly inconsistency of indorsing a 
president bent on an appointive commission 
government while in the same document is 
recorded an insistence for a full territorial form of 
government similar to that in the late territories of 
New Mexico and Arizona, and the bad faith of 
these inveterate opponents of Home Rule in 
indorsing a fore-gone conclusion they have so 
persistently struggled to throttle. 

We hold in contempt the resolution of these 
hireling lobbyists of the combined fish pirate that 
traps in fresh water streams be not erected nor 
maintained when fishing by such methods has for 
years past been prohibited by law and is now here 
in vogue. 

We pity the bad faith of these attorneys of special 
privilege in favoring the extension to Alaska of the 
Interstate commerce jurisdiction, now that such 

boon which they have so strenuously opposed has 
been adjudged to the people of Alaska by the 
Supreme Court of the United States. 

We denounce the President of the United States 
for blighting the hopes of the American people by 
the violation of platform pledges confirmed by 
campaign promises and for adding insult to injury 
with exasperating excuses in justification of his 
impeachable betrayal of a confiding electorate. 

2. For his failure to carry out the Roosevelt 
promises among which was an elective 
legislature for the Territory of Alaska 
recommended in a message to Congress. 

3. For interleaguing with the confederate 
spoilers of the territory and personally 
participating with his carpet-bag spoilsmen 
in a campaign to thwart the aspirations of 
the people of Alaska and to discredit and 
nullify the efforts of their legally elected 
delegate. 

We denounce the conservation of natural 
resources as now carried out in this territory.  It has 
not conserved a pound of coal or a single foot of 
timber, but on the contrary has been responsible 
for the wasting of vast quantities of both these 
resources to the great detriment of the people of 
Alaska. 

The fact that Alaska has not increased in 
population in the last ten years we attribute to this 
insane un-Republican policy which, had it been 
adopted earlier in our country’s history would have 
resulted in the United States being a third rate 
power instead of the greatest nation on earth. 
We demand the abolition of forest reserves in this 
territory.  They serve no useful purpose, retard 
development, put a great and useless expense 
upon the pioneers, do not pay their own expenses, 
are a source of loss to the federal government, and 
create a horde of tyrannical despots whose sole 
aim in life seems to be to depopulate the area over 
which they have sway. 

Diary 21, 1912 
June 26 

June 26th . 
Busy in office writing letters - especially to my 
political friends in Alaska about the coming 
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campaign for Delegate- They are fighting my 
battles royally and I am greatly delighted at the 
force and vigor they display.  Valentine will look 
after S.E. Alaska, with the help of my friend Keller.  
Dr. Boyle, Baldwin, Wikedel & a score of others are 
making a Strong fight at Valdes & Dan Sutherland 
will go to Fairbanks - & then to Nome.  I am 
sending Valentine & Sutherland & Boyle $250. 
each for printing etc.  I am writing them that I will 
remain here until the Home Rule Bill passes & will 
then start home to speak.  The Balt= 

Diary 21, 1912 
June 26 

-26- 
=imore Convention is doing to Bryan what the 
Chicago Convention did to Roosevelt - I think the 
result will be the same - that Bryan will denounce it 
& its candidate - & then join with Roosevelt in a 
new movement under the banner of the 
“Progressive Party”.  They will probably make the 
nomination at Baltimore tomorrow – after which we 
will know what Bryan will do. 

I am going to write to Roosevelt & try & get next 
to his organization - be a part of it - & secure the 
naming of Valentine as his representative in 
Alaska.  Otherwise Hoggatt will try & “butt in” and 
name some of the “Big Business” lobbyists. 

Diary 21, 1912 
June 27 

-27th - 
Received a telegram from the Valdes Miner 
(newspaper) saying that it was reported there that I 
had withdrawn & would not be a candidate for 
reelection and asking if it was true.  I sent the 
following telegram in answer:  “Have not withdrawn 
- shall not withdraw, and will be candidate until last 
ballot cast September thirteenth.”  Evidently some 
of my enemies are spreading ghost-stories - but it’s 
too early. 

Baltimore convention is more & more like Bryan 
or some other Progressive.  Dick Bryan went over 
this afternoon - he took my old coal bill No. ____, & 
will undertake to get Major Strong, who is on the 
Com. on Platform, to secure some similar provision 
in Dem. Platform. 

Diary 21, 1912 
June 28 

-28th - 
Recd, telegram from my agent in Fairbanks saying 
that it is reported there that Cordova people want 

me to withdraw from the race for delegate & urging 
me not to do so - that I am stronger than before. 
I answered him saying that I would be a candidate 
until the last vote is cast on election day -  The 
Dem. Convention over at Baltimore is doing even 
worse than the Rep. at Chicago.  Bryan is tearing & 
rendering them to pieces - he is openly and 
personally objecting to the “Big Bosses” & 
Tammany - It looks like a combination between 
Roosevelt & Bryan. 

Diary 21, 1912 
June 29 

-29th - 
I sent George A. Jeffery, my clerk, over to 
Baltimore today with an invitation to the Alaska 
delegates to come over here tomorrow & take 
dinner with me - they are fighting each other so 
bitterly that I doubt if all of them can come -but I’ve 
invited them just the same & I hope they come.  Up 
to 8 oclock this evening the Democratic Convention 
has cast 22 votes & no result - Bryan is fighting 
alone but with great success. 

After the 26th ballot the Dem Con. at Baltimore - 
“all tattered and strewn” adjourned until Monday 
morning - Bully for Billy Bryan! 

Diary 21, 1912 
June 30 

-30th - 
Sunday -  

Congressman Goodwin of Arkansas, introduced 
me to his partner Mr. Edgar L. McHaney.  He is a 
son of W. W. McHaney, my grandfathers brother. - 
he is my mothers cousin and a fine fellow.  He and 
his wife are at Congress Hall on a short visit.  The 
following is a list of the McHaneys, beginning with 
my grandfather:  
James McHaney, Salem Marion Co. Ill.   dead 
John  “  Paragould, Ark.   dead 
Martha  “  Salem, Ill.  living 
Wm. W.     “  Gibson, Tenn.  living 
Fayette     “  Paragould, Ark.  dead 
Rebecca   “  Salem, Ill.  Living 

Diary 21, 1912 
June 30 

-30- 
Uncle Fayette was a Captain in the Confederate 
army -1861-4; Uncle John was Lt. in same army.  
Aunt Martha, Aunt Becky & Grand Pa - James 
McHaney, lived in Marion Co. Ill. (where I was 
born) 
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Sent mother $35. and wrote to her about her 
cousin Edgar today. 
The Demo. Con. at Baltimore is in a deadlock - 
Bryan is fighting “Big Business” with every energy 
he possesses (Bryan is a Marion Co. Ill. boy, - his 
father was our county judge there for many years - 
and a friend of my Grandfather - James McHaney.  
Bryan is in command - & fighting. 

Diary 21, 1912 
July 2 

-July 2nd - 
Bryan has won his victory at Baltimore – his 
candidate Woodrow Wilson, was nominated on the 
45th ballot for President. 

-July 4th – 
Safe and sane fourth – without noise firecrackers 
or fun for the boys.  Hot, sultry – quiet- it was like 
Sunday at night.  however, there was a grand 
display of fire works in the circle south of the White 
House. 

Joslin, O’Connor, Daly, Cheney & Cobb, 
delegates to the Baltimore Convention were in to 
see me yesterday – both factions are mad. 

Diary 21, 1912 
July 5 

-5th - 
[clipping] 

HOME RULE FOR ALASKA 
[portrait of Wickersham] 

Alaska For Alaskans 
Washington, D. C., July 2, 1912 

My Dear Sir: 
The people of Alaska again nominated me for 

Delegate to Congress, at Valdez, on May 29.  
However, the Home Rule Bill and other important 
Alaskan legislation now pending in Congress will 
keep me from making an early or an extended 
speaking trip through the Territory.  As soon as the 
interest of Alaska will permit it, I will come, via 
Ketchikan, Juneau, and Skagway, to Seward, 
Cordova, and Valdes, and thence to go, via Chitina 
and Copper Center, overland to Fairbanks.  If there 
is time before the election, on August 13, my trip 
will extend to Ruby, Iditarod, and Nome, but while I 
remain here attending to your interests I appeal to 
those Alaskans who favor Home Rule and 
Progressive legislation for Alaska to give me their 
active support, promising in return to faithfully 

continue my efforts for Alaska in line with the 
platform pledges adopted by the Valdez 
Convention which nominated me. 
Very truly yours, 

James Wickersham, 
Delegate from Alaska 
 

Am sending out 6000 of these postal cards to the 
voters of Alaska, so that they will know that I am 
here at work -of course its bad politics not to go & 
talk to them - but I want the Home Rule bill passed 
- & it will. 
 

Diary 21, 1912 
July 6 

-6th - 
George & I are sending out thousands of public 
documents to Alaska – so that they will know I am 
alive.  I am warned that my failure to come to 
Alaska and conduct my campaign will be used to 
defeat me - but then if I can get the Home Rule & 
the Mining Bill passed I don’t care much.  I would 
rather pass them than be elected again.  I am 
preparing a Coal Bill which I intend to introduce 
Monday to aid in defeating the Smoot Leasing Bill - 
I am afraid it means another fight - & I haven’t 
wanted that until I could get the Home Rule Bill & 
the Mining law passed – but! 

Diary 21, 1912 
July 7 

-7th - 
Sent out 20 sacks of pub. docs, to Alaska. Wrote to 
the Nome “Industrial Worker” & sent copy of 
Shackleford & Hoggatts credentials to the Chicago 
Convention & instructed the paper to publish the 
same as an ad. till election.  Recd, telegram from 
Dan Sutherland from Fairbanks saying: 
“Headquarters open boys enthusiastic “all 
opposition quiet awaiting arrival “candidates with 
sacks. Harrais here Jennings tomorrow Gilmore 
Skagway.  Fairbanks entire fourth division solid you 
stay Washington if required will watch Gilmore 
Heron here and go to Nome if you direct Dillow 
chairman here.” 
 

Diary 21, 1912 
July 9 

-9th - 
Busy sending speeches & Hearings etc. about 
Alaska legislation out to the Territory for political 
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purposes. As I may not get home for the Election 
on Aug. 13 - certainly cannot get there to stump the 
Territory - I am sending speeches etc. instead. 
Have just had a talk with Slater, of the Postal Tel. 
Co. about the proposed sale by the U.S. of the 
Alaska Cable & Tel. Lines.  I suggested to him that 
he write to his superiors about it and suggest that 
Sec. Stinson’s letter to me of this date ought to be 
noticed immediately. 

Diary 21, 1912 
July 10 

-10th - 
Finished sending out speeches & pub. docs, to 
Alaska today.  Had dinner with Senator 
Chamberlain tonight.  He told me that he had 
charge of my bill for abolishing Assoc. placer 
mining claims & limiting the number which may be 
located - that he now had all the Com. to sign the 
report favoring its passage - but one - that when 
the right moment came he would report the bill & 
ask for its immediate consideration & passage.  He 
thinks he will succeed.  I also had long political talk 
with the Roosevelt managers - & they will not only 
help pass both bills but will accept our Pro. Rep. 
organization in Alaska as their’s & thus put us in 
the lead with Roosevelt. 

Diary 21, 1912 
July 11 

-11th - 
Nothing new today - hot & raining.  I feel very con-
fident that my Mining & Home Rule bill will pass as 
soon as the Senate can get through with the 
Lorimer case - to oust Senator Lorimer from his 
seat in the Senate!  I am writing letters & telegrams 
informing my friends in Alaska of conditions. 

-16th – 
Sick in bed - made talk yesterday before Com. on 
Pub. Lands on Leasing Bill - for Alaska Coal,- but 
only talked half an hour and went over till tomorrow 
17th.  Sick but hope to be on hand tomorrow. 
 

Diary 21, 1912 
July 17 

-17th - 
Did not get hearing today - no quorum - but as I am 
opposing the bill it makes no difference to me 
whether I get an early or a late hearing.  Still I am 
informed by rumor that the “coal leasing lobby” is 
trying to get the Smoot-Guggenheim bill for leasing 
coal lands in Alaska hitched on to the Home Rule 

bill as an amendment, hoping thereby to force it 
through both the Senate and the House, & to make 
me accept it with the threat that if I do not I will not 
get the Home Rule Bill! 
Let em try it! 
They won’t succeed! 

Diary 21, 1912 
July 18 

-18th - 
Put in today trying to get situation in Senate on 
Home Rule Bill - Senator Jones assures me that 
the Bill will pass on request for Unanimous 
Consent to set other bills today he insisted on the 
Alaska bill being   
set & was privately assured by Senators that the 
Alaska bill would be passed! - he thinks about Aug. 
1. 
I telegraphed Pinchot two days ago to come to 
Washington and help us straighten out the Coal 
leasing bill, but got an answer from him this 
morning saying for me to send him my objections 
to the Smoot bill by telegraph etc. I answered 
saying  

Diary 21, 1912 
July 18 

18 
that I could not do that but that I would consult 
Senator Poindexter. 
Saw the Senator at dinner tonight & he told me he 
had a telegram from P- and that he wanted me to 
give him my objections, which I’ll do. 

Joslin came to say goodbye this afternoon - he is 
going west - and he says the Home Rule bill will 
pass. 
Got a telegram from Dan Sutherland, on Politics – 
from Fairbanks.  He says things are fine - he wants 
to challenge Gilmore to joint debate - I told him to 
go to it - & also telegraphed him to go to Nome & 
instructed Henry Ray to advance him $500. more 
money for that purpose. 

Diary 21, 1912 
July 18 

-18- 
Got a letter from Debbie - she is in Tacoma.  Nan 
is writing her mean & threatening letters about me 
& is worrying both Debbie & Mother.  Telegraphed 
her, by Night Message, that I did not intend to try to 
get into Alaska before the election & that she & 
Mother could go in with me via Skagway, for the 
trip.  I intend to take Mother into my family & bring 
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her to Washington with us this winter if she will 
come.  Nan is making her uncomfortable & she is 
now practically alone, with only a man whom I 
employ to stay there & keep up the place.  She is 
getting old & I love her. 

Diary 21, 1912 
July 22 

-22nd - 
Started out this morning to “round up” Senators on 
the Home Rule & Mining Bill.  Went to see Senator 
Smooth - he told me he intended to offer the 
Alaska Coal Leasing Bill as an amendment to the 
Home Rule bill - I tried to persuade him not to do it 
& told him my objections to the Coal Leasing bill - 
but made but little impression.  I then went to see 
Senators Wm Alden Smith & Bristow & told both the 
situation - both promised to oppose the effort to 
weigh down the Home Rule bill.  Also talked to 
Poindexter on the same line & he said he would 
also object. 

Diary 21, 1912 
July 24 

-July 24th, 1912- 
The senate passed the Alaska Legislative - the 
Home Rule bill this afternoon  - H. R. 38. 
Senator Smith had charge of the bill & it went 
through without opposition - though Senator 
Heyburn stayed in to talk against some provisions 
of the bill.  I sat by Senator Smith & gave him such 
assistance as I could - Senator Jones & Senator 
Chamberlain acted with him.  Also in a few minutes 
after senator chamberlain called up the mining bill 
& it also passed.   

Diary 21, 1912 
July 24 

24 
Sent telegrams to newspapers in Alaska, also to 

Valentine Juneau, Sutherland Fairbanks, Hunt 
Ketchikan, McPhee Fairbanks, Chambers Nome, 
Boyle Valdes - Thirsted Cordova, also to Debbie at 
Seattle.  This victory shows that when you are right 
& fight you can sometimes win victory even though 
President Taft & his cohorts oppose you.  I have 
won this victory by a single handed fight against all 
odds - simply by standing at my station and Never 
ceasing the effort,  Taft and his “Big Business” 
allies have destroyed me politically for it. 
For a record of Senate proceedings see pages 
10103 - 10108, Congressional Record, July 24, 
1912. 

Diary 21, 1912 
July 25 

-25th - 
Many telegrams & much congratulations on 
passage of Home Rule & Mining Bill yesterday. 
Suddenly this morning a meeting of the Territories 
Com. of the House was called to report the so 
called Booher Alaska Coal Leasing Bill.  I had no 
notice until I got to the Committee room & heard 
the announcement.  It seems that Judge Booher is 
having a hard fight to be renominated in his 
Missouri district & Speaker Clark (so Flood just told 
me) sent for Chairman Hood & told him to secure a 
report on the Booher bill to  

Diary 21, 1912 
July 25 

25 
help Judge Booher in his fight - hence the sudden-
ness etc. of the effort. 
Booher had notified Henry Harriman & Callbreath - 
two lobbyists for the bill & they were on hand to 
give support I went after them roughshod & soon 
made such a fight - showed such a bad condition 
of the bill that the Committee hesitated & adjourned 
until afternoon - this afternoon we fought until 
Booher had to take the train - & I am to be heard 
tomorrow.  Pinchot will be here then & I am told he 
will be present - and I hope to convince him that 
the bill is a bad one! 

Diary 21, 1912 
July 25-26 

25 
[clipping]  

FIGHTS BOOHER ALASKA BILL 
Delegate Wickersham Says It Would 

Permit Railroad Coal Monopoly. 
Delegate Wickersham, of Alaska, yesterday 

pointed out to the House (territories Committee that 
under the terms of the Booher bill, to provide for 
the leasing of government coal lands in Alaska, 
railroad acquisition of such coal lands would be 
easy. 
The bill, he said, apparently would prevent rail-

roads or other common carriers from acquiring 
such lands, but it would permit lessees to build a 
railroad from their lands to the coast or to the 
nearest market. 

“Here’s a pretty situation”, exclaimed Mr. 
Wickersham.  “Coal lessees may build a railroad, 
but a railroad may not have a lease.  A railroad 
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corporation could, under the terms of this bill, get 
its lease, and then could build a railroad to its 
property, and acquire a monopoly.” 

Representative Martin, of Colorado, called atten-
tion to the fact that the bill would permit interlocking 
directorships in the management of coal properties 
and railroads.  Consideration of the measure was 
not completed. 

-26th - 
I am glad the scheme to pass the Booher Bill came 
on - it gave me opportunity to get a statement from 
Harriman & Callbreath which will kill the bill - not 
only the Booher Bill but the Smoot bill!  
The House Com. on Ter. had a meeting this 
morning & unanimously agreed to fight the 
amendment made in the  

Diary 21, 1912 
July 26 

26 
Senate striking out the upper house in the Alaska 
Legislative bill.  The President has appointed E.E. 
Fuller for judge in Alaska & J. J. Crossley, 
reappointed, as Dist. Atty.  Telegrams from Alaska 
are all hopeful of my reelection - but it is almost too 
much to expect when I cannot even get home! 
 
[clipping]  

THREE CANDIDATES 
RUNNING IN ALASKA 

FAIRBANKS, Alaska, Monday, July 22.- With 
three candidates for delegate to Congress, and the 
managers of a fourth in this city at the same time, it 
looks as though considerable interest is to be 
awakened in the forthcoming election  
Up until the arrival of the candidates little interest 
was manifested in the forthcoming election. The 
Democratic club, with about 300 members, for 
several weeks has been trying to arouse interest, 
but with little success. 

Diary 21, 1912 
July 27 

-27th - 
Wrote & delivered in person letters of thanks to 
Senators Smith, Jones and Chamberlain for 
helping to pass the Home Rule & Mining Laws - in 
talking to Smith he told me that strong pressure 
had been brought to bear on him to let the Home 
Rule bill lie in Committee until after my election - 

Aug 13 - that when the effort was made he said: 
“No, I am not interested in his election but I am 
interested in giving Alaska a legislature” - etc. 
Nelson was opposed to calling up the bill - and 
when on July 24th an opening presented  

Diary 21, 1912 
July 27 

-27- 
for taking it up, Smith first called up the bill, but in a 
fixed position & then sent out a page for Nelson. 
When he came in Smith said, I sent for you 
Senator, because I have called the Alaska bill up & 
I know you will want to help put it through! 

Nelson said “I am sorry you called it up - I shant 
do anything to help” - & he did not! 

It was evidently Nelson who promised Gov. Clark 
that nothing would be done at this session. 
Today Hood asked unanimous consent to have 
conference Com - Mann objected, which will delay 
the final action. 

Diary 21, 1912 
 

[inside rear cover] 
Ticket to Republican National Convention. 

Diary 21, 1912 
July 28-29 

-Sunday July 28th, 1912- 
From yesterdays Congressional Record 
 
[clipping] 

ALASKA. 
Mr. Flood of Virginia.  Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent to take from the Speaker’s 
table the bill (H.R. 38) providing for legislative 
assembly in the Territory of Alaska, and ask that it 
be printed, with the Senate amendments numbered 
and to disagree to the Senate amendments and 
ask for a conference. 

The SPEAKER.  The gentleman from Virginia 
[Mr. FLOOD] asks unanimous consent to take from 
the Speaker’s table the bill H.R. 38, and that the 
same be printed, with the Senate amendments 
numbered, and to disagree to the Senate 
amendments and ask for a conference.  The Clerk 
will report the title. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
An act to create a legislative assembly in the 

Territory of Alaska, to confer legislative power 
thereon, and for other purposes. 

The SPEAKER.  Is there objection? 
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Mr. MANN.  Mr. Speaker, reserving the right to 
object, there are several amendments to this bill, 
introducing entirely new matter, which I think ought 
to be considered in some shape in the House.  I 
think the gentleman ought to let the bill go to his 
committee and report it back in the usual way.  I 
shall, therefore, have to object. 

Mr. FLOOD of Virginia.  Mr. Speaker, I ask that 
the bill be referred to the Committee on the 
Territories. 
The SPEAKER.  The bill is referred to the 
Committee on the Territories. 

-July 29th - 
Nothing yet by way of Conference Com. for Alaska 
Home Rule bill - it looks as if Mann wished to keep 
it suspended until after the election on Aug 13 - but 
I don’t care a damn – now. 

Diary 21, 1912 
August 2 

August-2nd, 1912 
Home Rule bill still “hung up” - Flood has evidently 
yielded to the plan to let it rest until after the 
election in Alaska on the 13th.  He told me today 
that he had not yet had an agreement with Mann, - 
but said the President had written in favor of it!  
Wonder if it - the letter - is to be published in 
Alaska to assist in defeating me?  I am surprised 
that the Democrats should aid the scheme.  Bought 
my ticket today & will go out to the Roosevelt 
Convention at Chicago - leave tomorrow evening. 

Diary 21, 1912 
August 3 

Aug. 3rd, 1912 
Received several letters from Valdes this mail & 
many newspaper clippings and they all look 
hopeful - my friends are fighting my battle valiantly 
and hope to win.  The following clipping from an 
unfriendly source Seattle Times. 
 
[clipping] 

DELEGATE CAMPAIGN 
IN ALASKA STRENUOUS 

CORDOVA, Monday, July 29.- With the date for 
the election of a delegate to Congress from Alaska 
only two weeks off, and with five candidates 
making active campaigns, the race has narrowed 
to a contest between the three leading candidates - 
James Wickersham, of Fairbanks, the present 

delegate, running independently to succeed 
himself; Robert Jennings, of Juneau, the regular 
Democrat nominee; and William Gilmore, of Nome, 
the Republican candidate. 

Martin Harris, of Chena, who is running as the 
candidate of the rump Democratic convention held 
at Valdez, continues in the race not with the 
expectation of winning, but it is claimed more for 
the purpose of injuring Jennings, the regular 
nominee, against who he is conducting a bitter 
campaign.  The other candidate, K. Kraucezunar, 
running on the Socialist ticket, remains in the fight 
for the purpose of demonstrating the Socialist 
strength.  This is the first time that party in Alaska 
has put a candidate in the field. 
It is conceded that Jennings will carry the first 
division, with Gilmore and Wickersham making a 
close fight for second place.  In the second 
division, which includes Nome, the home of 
Gilmore, it is thought that the latter will receive a 
plurality of from 1,000 to 1,200 with Wickersham in 
second place.  The third division is expected to 
give Gilmore slightly the best of it, but as this is the 
only division in Alaska that has do candidate in the 
field, the results are problematical and the division 
is claimed by the committees of all three 
candidates. 
The fourth division, which includes Fairbanks, the 
home of Wickersham, is expected to give him a 
good plurality, although Jennings is making a hard 
campaign in that district and in the absence of 
Wickersham, who is in Washington, is thought to 
be making big inroads in the independent man’s 
strength 

Diary 21, 1912 
August 3 

3 
[Photograph – shows banner above street that 
says:]  

VOTE FOR 
JAS. WICKERSHAM 

ALASKA’S TRUE FRIEND 
 

Street scene in Valdes.  July 1912 
Recd, a fine letter of encouragement from 
Valentine -says we will win.  While the regular 
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papers at Valdes are fighting me my friends are 
publishing the “News Letter” & Frame is putting out 
the “Truth” - both supporting me. 

Diary 21, 1912 
August 3-4 

3 
Have just had a talk with Flood, Mann & Wedemyer 
- Mann will not let our Home Rule bill come up with 
unanimous consent - Wedemyer & Flood are 
preparing to get a “Rule” -& it will come up 
Wednesday - I must be back here Wednesday 
noon - and I will go to Chicago at 6:45 this 
afternoon to attend the National Progressive 
Convention. 

-4th - 
Reached Chicago 2:10 in the afternoon & went to 
the Auditorium Hotel – Room 811- called up 
Pinchot & urged a plank in the National 
Progressive  

Diary 21, 1912 
August 4-5 

4 
platform promising Home Rule & residence in 
Alaska for Federal officials.  The Committees are 
not favorable to allowing the Territories Delegates 
to vote. 

-5th - 
Prepared a plank to be inserted in the Platform pro-
mising Home Rule etc. to Alaska. 
Gave copy to Poindexter and to Pinchot.  Was 
given seat - ticket - badge etc. as delegate 
Convention called to order at 12 oclock by Senator 
Dixon - Beveridge Chairman - he made a fine 
“Keynote” speech. 
Committees appointed - the  

Diary 21, 1912 
August 5 

5 
preliminary work only done.  After Convention - this 
evening 7:30 I went before Com. on Credentials & 
presented the matter of the regularity of Alaska 
delegates - was treated fine & Com. by Unanimous
vote agreed to seat us - me & 0. P. Hubbard, 
subject to whatever rule the Convention may adopt 
in relation to allowing us to vote! 
 
[clipping] 

In the matter of the delegates from Alaska, 
James Wickersham and O.P. Hubbard were placed 
upon the roll upon condition that they should not 

vote unless it was so directed by the report of the 
committee on rules, which is to be offered this 
morning.  Identical action was taken as to Hawaii 
and the District of Columbia. 

 
I was invited by McDonald of Oklahoma to go with 
their delegates to call on Roosevelt.  He, Roosevelt 
reminded me at once that he had today told the 
Com. on Platform  

Diary 21, 1912 
August 5 

5 
to include my plank in favor of Home Rule etc.   
Poor Daly!  The following clipping of his suicide is a 
great surprise & shock to me.  I cannot understand 
it -he was young - happy & had everything to live 
for - apparently. 
 
[clipping] 

POLITICAL CHIEF A SUICIDE? 
Democratic National Committeeman 

for Alaska Is Reported to Have 
Killed Himself. 

Seattle, Wash., Aug. 4.-A private cablegram just 
received from Fairbanks, Alaska, said that A.J. 
Daly, Democratic national committeeman for 
Alaska, committed suicide tonight.  No details were 
given. 
 
[clipping] 

PROMINENT ALASKAN 
ENDS LIFE ON BOAT 

Alaska National Committee Mem- 
ber was Temporarily Insane. 

FAIRBANKS, Alaska, Aug. 5.-News was 
received here today from Tolovan, seventy miles 
west of here, that A.J. Daly. Democratic national 
committeeman from Alaska, had committed suicide 
on board of a river steamboat, by shooting himself.  
Daly was en route for the Iditarod district when he 
took his life. 
A coroner’s jury was impaneled at Hot Springs 
Landing immediately after the shooting and 
returned a verdict of suicide while temporarily 
insane. 

Diary 21, 1912 5 

 25



Alaska State Library – Historical Collections         Diary of James Wickersham  
MS 107 BOX 3  DIARY 21  May 23, 1912 through Sept. 30, 1912 

August 5 The following is a copy of the plank I prepared & 
which I asked to have go in the Progressive 
Platform: 

“Territory of Alaska” 
“We promise the people of the Territory of Alaska 
the same measure of local self government that 
was given to other American Territories, and that 
Federal officials appointed there shall be qualified 
by previous bona fide residence in the territory.” 
This is a copy of what Roosevelt promised me 
should go in the Platform.  John Driscoll, of 1616 
Warren Ave., Chicago, Brother of Dan Driscoll, 
Fairbanks, called on me - had telegram from Dan - 
encouraging election news from Alaska. 

Diary 21, 1912 
August  

[blank page] 

Diary 21, 1912 
August 6-7 

-6th – 
I promised Flood that I would get back to 
Washington by noon tomorrow as I cannot wait 
longer. 
I have finally got O.P. Hubbard here from Indiana & 
he agrees to take up the formal attendance on the 
Convention while I go back to watch the Home 
Rule bill through Conference Committee.  Left 
Chicago at 10:30 a.m. for Washington. 

-7th - 
Arrived in Wash., at 8:40 a.m. & in office at 10. 
Much mail - Flood & I went before Com. on Rules - 
but Dr. Foster, of Ill. says Mann will not object 
tomorrow to our  

Diary 21, 1912 
August 7 

-7- 
request for Unanimous Consent to disagree to the 
Senate amendments & the appointment of 
conferees - so we let the matter go over till then. 
 

[portrait photograph of James Wickersham] 
Vote for  

James Wickersham 
Alaska’s True Friend 

 
Dr. J. J. Chambers of Nome sent me the above 
copy -circulating at Nome. 

Diary 21, 1912 
August 8 

-8th - 
Flood secured unanimous consent today to 

disagree with Senate Amendments to H.R. 38. the 
Legislative Bill & appoint conferees: Flood, 
Houston & Wedemyer, were appointed on part of 
the House.  I am greatly pleased at the result of my 
efforts in the Progressive Convention in Chicago: 
We were formally connected - the Alaska 
organization with the National = we are given 1 
vote - & my Home Rule plank was adopted without 
a change !! 
 
[clipping] 

Alaska. 
The coal and other natural resources of Alaska 

should be opened to development at once.  They 
are owned by the people of the United States, and 
are safe from monopoly, waste, or destruction only 
while so owned.  We demand that they shall 
neither be sold nor given away, except under the 
homestead law, but while held in government 
ownership shall be opened to use promptly upon 
liberal terms requiring immediate development. 

Thus the benefit of cheap fuel will accrue to the 
government of the United States and to the people 
of Alaska and the Pacific coast; the settlement of 
extensive Agricultural lands will be hastened; the 
extermination of the salmon will be prevented, and 
the just and wise development of Alaskan 
resources will take the place of private extortion or 
monopoly.  We demand also that extortion or 
monopoly in transportation shall be prevented by 
the prompt acquisition, construction, or 
improvement by the government of such railroads, 
harbor, and other facilities for transportation as the 
welfare of the people may demand. 
We promise the people of the Territory of Alaska 
the same measure of local self-government that 
was given to other American Territories, and that 
Federal officials appointed there shall be qualified 
by previous bona fide residence in the Territory. 

Diary 21, 1912 
August 9 

-9th - 
Senate & House both acted yesterday.  
Conference Com. H.R. 38: 
 
[clipping] 
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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF ALASKA. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 

Senate the action of the House of Representatives 
disagreeing to the amendments of the Senate to 
the bill (H.R. 380 to create a legislative assembly in 
the Territory of Alaska, to confer legislative power 
thereon, and for other purposes, and requesting a 
conference with the Senate on the disagreeing 
votes of the two Houses thereon. 

Mr. NELSON. I move that the Senate insist upon 
its amendments and agree to the conference 
asked for by the House, the conferees on the part 
of the Senate to be appointed by the Chair. 

The motion was agreed to, and the President pro 
tempore appointed Mr. SMITH of Michigan, Mr. 
NELSON, and Mr. CHAMBERLAIN conferees on 
the part of the Senate. 
 
[clipping] 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY FOR ALASKA. 
Mr. FLOOD of Virginia.  Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent to take from the Union 
Calendar the bill (H.R. 38) to create a legislative 
assembly for Alaska, to discharge the Committee 
of the Whole from the further consideration of it, 
disagree to the Senate amendments, and ask for a 
conference. 

The SPEAKER.  The gentleman from Virginia 
(Mr. FLOOD) asks unanimous consent for the 
present consideration of the Alaska legislative bill, 
and asks that the Senate amendments be 
disagreed to and that the House ask for a 
conference.  Is there objection? [After a pause.]  
The Chair hears none, and it is so ordered.  The 
Clerk will announce the conferees on the part of 
the House. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
Mr. FLOOD of Virginia, Mr. HOUSTON, and Mr. 

WEDEMYER. 
 

Crossley, J. J. for U. S. Dist. Atty at Fairbanks, was 
confirmed yesterday & I sent him a telegram of 
notification. 
Recd, telegram from Valentine asking me to 

telegraph to Mrs. Russell Juneau, asking her to 
have her paper -Dispatch - support me and I sent 
the telegram. 

Diary 21, 1912 
August 12 

-12th - 
I intended to send a final telegram to Alaska today 
for tomorrows election but was informed the first 
thing this morning that the cable was out of order & 
no communication - indefinitely. 
Tried all day to get a meeting of the House & 
Senate conferees on the Alaska Legislative bill - 
Senator Smith & Rep. Houston both out of town - 
no meeting possible. 
Have the business of my office all up and am ready 
to go west as soon as I can get the Home Rule bill 
agreed on & signed by the President. 

Diary 21, 1912 
August 13 

-Aug. 13th, 1912- 
Election Day In Alaska. 

This is the regular election day for the election of 
Delegate from Alaska - and I am still in 
Washington.  The candidates are: 
Robert W. Jennings, Democrat 
Martin Harrais, Ind. Democrat 
Wm A. Gilmore, Stand Pat Republican 
Kasis Kraucunas, Socialist 
James Wickersham, Progressive Rep. 
Do not expect returns until late tomorrow. 

Diary 21, 1912 
August 14 

Aug. 14th, 1912. 
Recd, this telegram from Henry T. Ray, Fairbanks: 

“Fairbanks, Alaska Aug.13, ‘12 
“James Wickersham, Delegate from Alaska,  
“Washington D.C. Elected by good plurality  
“Fairbanks stood by you splendidly.   
“Band playing congratulations. 

“Henry T. Ray.” 
 

[clipping]  
RETURNS FAVOR WICKERSHAM, 
Progressive Candidate for Congress 

Probably Elected. 
FAIRBANKS, Alaska, August 14.- Returns from 
one-third of the votes cast in Alaska yesterday 
indicate that James Wickersham, progressive 
candidate for delegate to Congress, will have 35 
percent of the total vote cast, and will be elected.  
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William A. Gilmore, the republican candidate, 
carried Cordova, and polled a heavy vote in the 
Nome and Seward districts.  Kazy Kreuczunas, the 
socialist, ran second to Wickersham in the 
Fairbanks district. 

Diary 21, 1912 
August 15 

August 15th 1912. 
Am receiving many telegrams of congratulations.   
These are a few of the many: 

“Valdes, Alaska, Aug 14, 1912  
“Hon. James Wickersham, Washington D.C. 
“Landslide - pioneers and good fellows  
“stand with you congratulations success. 

Al. White 
“Fairbanks, Alaska, Aug. 14. 1912 

“James Wickersham Washington D.C.   
“Congratulations one thousand lead. 

Dan Driscoll, mayor. 
“Juneau, Alaska, Aug. 14, 1912  

“James Wickersham H. of R. Washington, D.C.  
“Alaska fires first gun for progressives  
“We win overwhelming victory. 
E. Valentine. 

Diary 21, 1912 
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New York, august 14, 1912  

Hon. James Wickersham, House of 
Representatives  
Washington D.C., 

My heartiest congratulations on your 
distinguished honor of being the first Progressive 
Congressman elected in the first election held 
since organization of the Progressive party.  Watch 
New York Times tomorrow morning for story 
regarding this. 

Jos. M. Dixon 
Chairman National  
Progressive Committee. 

N.Y. Times clipping on the following page: 
Diary 21, 1912 
August 15 
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[clipping] 

AUGUST 15, 1912. 
TIMES, THURSDAY, 

THE NEW YORK 
BULL MOOSE ELECTS 
ALASKA DELEGATES 

James Wickersham Congratulat- 
ed by Dixon as First Progres- 

sive Congressman. 
SOCIALIST A CLOSE SECOND 

Campaign Plans Here Include Debut 
Of Gov. Hiram Johnson at Syracuse 

On Sept. 5-Roosevelt’s Tours 
FAIRBANKS, Alaska, Aug. 14.- Complete returns 

of yesterday’s election from Fairbanks and 
neighboring mining camps, the most populous 
section of Alaska, gave James Wickersham, 
Progressive, for delegate to Congress, 789; Kazis 
Krauczunas, Socialist, 752; William A. Gilmore, 
Republican, 156; Robert W. Jennings, Democrat, 
151. 

Bull Moosers, State and National, were filled with 
delight yesterday over the first victory of their party 
in  
a Statewide election.  To be sure, it was in a 
Territory, not in a State, that the election was held, 
but to all intents and purposes it meant the same.  
It was the reelection of ex-Judge James 
Wickersham as Territorial Delegate to Congress 
from Alaska on the Roosevelt ticket that caused 
the joy. 

“I hear that the Socialists ran second and the 
Republicans third,” said Senator Joseph M. Dixon 
at the Bull Moose headquarters in the Hotel 
Manhattan.   

“This shows what way the wind is blowing.  Why, 
the whole thing is amazing.  I sometimes am afraid 
of believing that the reports that come to me from 
the man in the street are true.  They seem too 
good.” 

Then before entering an automobile with George 
W. Perkins for a trip to Sagamore Hill, where the 
council fire was again kindled last night, Senator 
Dixon sat down and penned this message to Judge 
Wickersham: 

Congratulations on being the first Progressive 
Congressman elected in the first State-wide 
election held since the organization of the National 
Progressive Party. 
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St. Louis, Mo. Aug.15-12 
James Wickersham, Wash. D.C. 
 Congratulations.  Darrell. 

Diary 21, 1912 
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I sent answering telegrams to Nome, Fairbanks, 
Valdes, Cordova, & Juneau - also telegram of 
explanation & congratulation to Roosevelt & 
Senator Dixon. 

Senator Smith has returned & it is now possible 
to get conference committee on Alaska Legislative 
bill. 

 
[clipping]  

PROGRESSIVES CARRY ALASKA. 
Delegate Wickersham’s Reelection 

New Party’s First Victory. 
TACOMA, Wash. Aug. 14.- James Wickersham, 

Progressive and supporter of Roosevelt, was  
yesterday reelected delegate to Congress from 
Alaska by a plurality estimated at 1,200. 

He carried the large mining precincts, with Kazis 
Krauczunas, a socialist, second.  The vote of 
Fairbanks, the largest city in Alaska was:  
Wickersham, 318; Krauczunas, 127; Gilmore, 
Republican, 100; Jennings, Democrat, 80. 

Two years ago Wickersham received 2,000 
plurality. This is the first decisive victory for the 
Progressive party. 

 
Senator Smith tells me they will have a meeting of 
the Conferees in the morning! 

Diary 21, 1912 
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-Aug. 16th – 
The conferees on the Alaska bill met in Senator 
Nelsons room - the Com. on Commerce - this 
morning - 
Senators: Smith, Nelson & Chamberlain.  
Representatives: Flood, Houston & Wedemyer.  I 
was called in and was permitted to state my views: 
which I did by objecting to the Senate amendment 
which struck out the Senate as a part of the Alaska 
legislature & left only one - the lower - House.  I 
strongly urged that the Senate conferees recede & 
give Alaska the two House legislature.  Senator 
Chamberlain sided with us at once, - Senator 

Smith was rather non-committal 
Diary 21, 1912 
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while Nelson stood strong for giving us the single 
House.  Flood said that the House of Rep. would 
not approve a single chamber body for Alaska - the 
Committee had a long meeting & Wedemyer tells 
me that they adjourned to meet again in the 
morning. 

Later: I met Senator Smith a while ago in the 
Senate -He took me to one side & very seriously 
asked me if Alaska really needed the two House 
Legislature.  I solemnly assured him that I thought 
it did - that anything less than the usual 
organization would lead to distrust and trouble etc.  
He then told me that he thought, the Senate 
Conferees would recede!! 

Diary 21, 1912 
August 16 

-16- 
I received the following telegram: 

“New York, Aug. 16 – 12.”  
“Hon. James Wickersham  
“H. of R. Washn. D.C. 
“I congratulate you and the Alaska progressives  

and am  
“greatly pleased at the result. 

“Theodore Roosevelt. 
Recd, telegram from Debbie giving faint & doubtful 
congratulation on my reelection & adding she is 
miserably homesick - answered saying I would 
start west next week & to be ready to go to Alaska. 

Diary 21, 1912 
August 17 

August 17th 1912 
Aug 17, 1912 
The Senate & House Conference Committee met 

this morning & 
Agreed! 

To give us two Houses - upper & lower & generally 
agreed to all those things in dispute which I wanted 
in our Home Rule Bill!  The Senate then adopted 
the Conference Report - the Bill is forever past the 
Senate! 
Late this evening Flood gave me the papers - the 
Senate had to act first - & asked me to draw the 
Conference Statement for the House Conferees 
tomorrow: 

Diary 21, 1912 - Aug. 18 - 
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August 18 Sunday: Am busy preparing the House Statement 
to be added to and to become a part of the House 
Conference Rep. on the Home Rule bill. The 
following is a copy of Senate Record: 
 
[clipping] 

Mr. CLAPP.  I ask the Senator from Oklahoma to 
yield for a few moments.  The situation here is 
apparent. If it is within the rule, I will yield 
temporarily to the Senator from Michigan [Mr. 
SMITH] to present a conference report which I 
understand will not require any discussion. 

Mr. CUMMINS.   Could not myself consent to 
that if it leads to any discussion. 

Mr. SMITH of Michigan.  I do not think it will lead 
to discussion.  If it does lead to any discussion---- 

Mr. CLAPP.  I will find myself object if it leads to 
any discussion, because I want to finish the 
conference report now before the Senate. 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY FOR ALASKA. 
Mr. SMITH of Michigan submitted the following 

report: 
The committee of conference on the disagreeing 

votes of the two Houses on the amendments of the 
Senate to the bill (H.R. 38) to create a legislative 
assembly in the Territory of Alaska, to confer 
legislative power thereon, and for other purposes, 
having met, after full and free conference have 
agreed to recommend and do recommend to their 
respective Houses as the follows: 

That the Senate recede from its amendments 
numbered, 4, 5, 6, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 41, 42, 
43, 46, 47, 49, 50, 53, 54, 55, 56, 57, 59, 60, 62, 
63. 

That the House recede from its disagreement to 
the amendments of the Senate numbered 1, 2, 18, 
19, 20, 21, 22, 29, 30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35, 36, 37, 
38, 39, 40, 44, 45, 48, 51, 52, 58, 61, 64, 65, 66, 
67, 69, 70, and agree to same. 

That the House recede from its disagreement to 
the amendments of the Senate numbered 3, and 
agree to the same with an amendment as follows: 
after “thereof,” in line 8 of the proposed 
amendment, insert: “Provided further, That this 

provision shall not operate to prevent the 
legislature from imposing other and additional 
taxes or licenses”; and the Senate agree to the 
same. 
That the House recede from its disagreement to 
the amendments of the Senate numbered 7, 8, 9, 
10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, and agree to the same with 
an amendment, as follows:  In lieu of the language 
in the bill and the proposed amendments strike out 
all after “years,” page 18 line 3, of the bill, down to 
and including “election, “ line 2, page 4, of the bill, 
and insert: “and each representative shall possess 
the same qualifications as are prescribed for 
members of the senate, and the receiving the 
highest number of legal votes in each judicial 
division cast in said election for senator or 
representative shall be deemed and declared 
elected to such office: Provided, That in the event 
of a tie vote the candidates thus affected shall 
settle the question by lot.  In case of a vacancy in 
either branch of the legislature the governor shall 
order an 
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Election to fill such vacancy, giving due and proper 
notice thereof”; and the Senate agree to the same. 

That the House recede from its disagreement to 
the amendment of the Senate numbered 16, and 
agree to the same with an amendment as follows: 
“of the legislature”; and the Senate agree to the 
same. 

That the House recede from its disagreement to 
the amendment o the Senate numbered 17, and 
agree to the same with an amendment as follows: 
In lieu of the language proposed to be stricken out 
insert: “the legislature is”; and the Senate agree to 
the same. 

That the House recede from its disagreement to 
the amendment of the Senate numbered 68, and 
agree to the same with an amendment as follows: 
Strike out  all after the word “thereof,” in line 12 of 
the proposed amendment, down to and including 
“and,” in line 15; and the Senate agree to the 
same. 

  WILLIAM ALDEN SMITH, 
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  KNUTE NELSON, 
  GEORGE E. CHAMBERLAIN, 
 Managers on the part of the Senate. 
  H.D. FLOOD, 
  W.C. HOUSTON, 
  W.W. WEDEMEYER, 
 Managers on the part of the House. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore.  The question is 

on agreeing to the conference report. 
The conference report was agreed to. 

 
[clipping] 
From front page of the Columbus Ohio Evening 
Dispatch, Aug 17, 1912,  

FIRST “MOOSER” TO 
BE ELECTED 

[photographic portrait of James Wickersham] 
JAMES WICKERSHAM. 
Running on a Roosevelt ticket, ex Judge 
Wickersham was elected delegate to congress 
from Alaska, being the first member of the Bull 
Moose party to be elected to office anywhere.  The 
Taft Republican candidate ran third, the Democrat 
fourth and the Socialist second. 

Diary 21, 1912 
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-19th – 
The House Confers on H. R. 38, the Alaska 
legislative bill reported:  Following is the Rep. 
Statement: 
 

Mr. FLOOD of Virginia, from the Committee on 
Territories, submitted the following conference 
report on the bill (H.R. 38) to create a legislative 
assembly in the Territory of Alaska, to confer 
legislative power thereon, and for other purposes, 
for printing under the rule. 

CONFERENCE REPORT. 
The committee of conference on the disagreeing 

votes of the two Houses on the amendments of the 
Senate to the bill (H.R. 38) to create a legislative 
assembly in the Territory of Alaska, to confer 
legislative power thereon, and for other purposes, 
having met after full and free conference have 
agreed to recommend and do recommend to their 
respective Houses as follows: 

That the Senate recede from its amendments 
numbered 4, 5, 6, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 41, 42, 
43, 46, 47, 50, 53, 54, 55, 56, 57, 59, 60, 62, and 
63. 

That the House recede form its disagreement to 
the amendments of the Senate numbered 1, 2, 18, 
19, 20, 29, 30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35 ,36, 37, 38, 39, 
40, 44, 45, 48, 51, 52, 58, 61, 64, 65, 66, 67, 69, 
and 70, and agree to the same. 

Amendment numbered 3:  That the House 
recede from its disagreement to the amendment of 
the Senate numbered 3, and agree to the same 
with an amendment as follows:  After “thereof,” in 
line 8 of the proposed amendment, insert: 
“Provided further, That this provision shall not 
operate to prevent the legislature from imposing  
other and additional taxes or licenses”; and the 
Senate agree to the same. 

Amendments numbered 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 
14, 15: That the House recede from its 
disagreement to the amendments of the Senate 
numbered 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, and agree 
to the same with an amendment as follows: In lieu 
of the language in the bill and the proposed 
amendments strike out all after “years,” page 18 
line 3, of the bill, down to and including “election,” 
line 2, page 4, of the bill, and insert: “And each 
representative shall possess the same 
qualifications as are prescribed for members of the 
senate and the persons receiving the highest 
number of legal votes in each judicial division cast 
in said election for senator or representative shall 
be deemed or declared elected to such office: 
Provided, That in the event of a tie vote the 
candidates thus affected shall settle the question 
by lot.  In case of a vacancy in either branch of the 
legislature the governor shall order an election to 
fill such vacancy, giving due and proper notice 
thereof”; and the Senate agree to the same. 

Amendment numbered 16: That the House 
recede from its disagreement to the amendment of 
the Senate numbered 16, and agree to the same 
with an amendment as follows:  In lieu of the 
language proposed to be stricken out insert “of the 
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legislature”; and the Senate agree to the same. 
Amendment numbered 17: That the House recede 
from its disagreement to the amendment of the 
Senate numbered 17, and agree to the same with 
an amendment as follows: In lieu of the language 
proposed to the stricken out insert “the legislature 
is”; and the Senate agree to the same. 

Diary 21, 1912 
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Amendment numbered 68: That the House 

recede from its disagreement to the amendment of 
the Senate numbered 68, and agree to the same 
with an amendment as follows: Strike out all after 
the word “thereof,” in line 12 of the proposed 
amendment, down to and including “and,” in line 
15; and the Senate agree to same. 

  H.D. FLOOD, 
  W.C. HOUSTON, 
  W.W. WEDEMEYER, 
 Managers on the part of the House/ 
  WILLIAM ALDEN SMITH, 
  KNUTE NELSON, 
  GEO. E. CHAMBERLAIN. 
 Managers on the part of the Senate. 

STATEMENT. 
Amendments Nos. 4, 5, 6, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 

41, 42, 43, 46, 47, 50, 53, 54, 55, 56, 57, 59, 60, 
62, and 63, on all of which the Senate recedes, 
relate to the general amendment proposed by the 
Senate striking out the upper house of the Alaska 
Legislature.  The bill as passed by the House 
provided a legislative body of two houses, the 
upper house, or Senate, to consist of 8 members 
and the lower house to consist of 16 members.  
The Senate amended the bill by striking out the 
upper house, and all the above amendments were 
made by the Senate to make the bill conform to 
that.  The Senate has receded and the bill is left in 
that respect as it was originally passed by this 
House. 

Amendment No. 1, made by the Senate provides 
that the Alaska Legislature shall have on authority 
to alter, amend, modify, or repeal the laws in force 
in Alaska in relation to fur-seal laws passed by 
Congress.  The conferees receded from the 

disagreement of the House on this amendment and 
agreed to do the same. 

Amendment No. 2 reserves to Congress 
exclusive authority to pass laws relating to fur-
bearing animals in Alaska.  The conferees receded 
from the House disagreement to this Senate 
amendment and agreed thereto. 

Amendment No. 18 strikes out the words “and no 
more,” as mere surplusage, on page 4, line 8, in 
section 4 of the bill, in the sentence providing for 
mileage to be paid to members of the legislature.  
The conferees receded from the House 
disagreement to this Senate amendment and 
agreed thereto. 

Amendment No. 19 requires the governor in 
calling an extraordinary session of the legislature to 
set forth the object and give at least 30 days’ 
written notice to each member of the legislature of 
the meeting.  The conferees receded from the 
House disagreement to this Senate amendment 
and agree thereto. 

Amendments No. 20 and No. 21 reduce the 
length of the extraordinary session of the Alaska 
Legislature, when called by the governor, from 30 
to 15 days.  The conferees receded from the 
House disagreement to this Senate amendment 
and a greed thereto. 

Amendment No. 22 relates tot eh power of the 
governor to call an extraordinary session of the 
Alaska Legislature, and limits his power to those 
cases “when requested to do so by the President 
of the United States, or when any grave public 
danger or necessity may require it”;  the Senate 
amendment strikes out the word “grave”; the 
conferees receded from the House disagreement 
to this Senate amendment and agreed thereto. 

Amendment No. 29 corrects the title of the 
legislature by striking out  “legislative assembly and 
inserting “legislature”; the conferees receded from 
the House disagreement to this Senate 
amendment and agreed hereto. 

Amendment No. 30 is a recast of a sentence 
prohibiting the legislature from intermixing several 
unrelated matters in one act, and expressing the 
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same idea more concisely and in fewer words; the 
conferees receded from the House disagreement 
to this Senate amendment and agreed thereto. 
Amendments Nos. 31, 32, 33, and 34 affect only 
verbiage and correct the style and grammar, 
without materially changing the meaning of the 
House bill; the conferees receded from the House 
disagreement to these Senate amendments and 
agreed thereto. 

Diary 21, 1912 
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Amendment No. 35 limits the authority of the 

Legislature of Alaska to the creation of 
corporations or associations whose chief business 
shall be in the Territory of Alaska.  The conferees 
receded from the House disagreement to this 
Senate amendment and agreed thereto. 

Amendments Nos. 36, 37, and 38 make verbal 
changes in the proviso which requires “That all 
authorized indebtedness shall be paid in the order 
of its creation.”  The conferees receded from the 
House disagreement to these Senate amendments 
and agree thereto. 

Amendments Nos. 40, 44, 45, 48, 51, 52, 58, 61, 
64, 65, and 66 merely correct clerical mistakes and 
verbal surplusage.  The conferees receded from 
the House disagreement to these Senate 
amendments and agree thereto. 

Amendment No. 58 requires that when a bill has 
been passed by either house of the Alaska 
Legislature it shall be enrolled before being sent to 
the other house.  The conferees receded from the 
House disagreement to this Senate amendment 
and agreed thereto. 

Amendment No. 61 provides that no law passed 
by the Legislature of Alaska shall be in force until 
“at the expiration of 90 days thereafter, unless 
sooner given effect by a two-thirds vote of said 
legislature.”  The conferees receded fro the House 
disagreement to this Senate amendment and 
agree thereto. 

Amendment No. 67 is a new section changing 
the date of the election for Delegate to Congress 
from Alaska from the month of August so that it 
shall be held on the Tuesday next after the first 

Monday in November, in 1914, and every two 
years thereafter, so that the Delegate election and 
that for members of the legislature may then and 
thereafter be held at the same time under the same 
law passed by Congress.  The conferees receded 
from the House disagreement to this Senate 
amendment and agreed thereto. 

Amendment No. 69 give the Committees on 
Territories in the Senate and House authority to 
jointly codify, compile, publish, and annotate all the 
laws of the United States applicable to Alaska, to 
employ assistance for that purpose, and 
appropriates $5,000 to pay therefore.  The 
conferees receded from the House disagreement 
to this Senate amendment and agree thereto. 

Amendment No. 70 merely corrects the 
numbering of sections in the bill.  The conferees 
receded from the House disagreement to this 
Senate amendment and agree thereto. 

Amendment No. 3 is a prohibition against the 
Legislature of Alaska from repealing those laws 
passed by Congress providing for taxes on 
business and trade in Alaska which go to make up 
the “Alaska fund” in the United States Treasury, 
and which fund is expended in Alaska for roads, 
bridges, and trails, the care of insane, and the 
support of schools.  The conferees receded from 
the House disagreement to this Senate 
amendment and agreed to the same with an 
amendment as follows: After the word “thereof,” in 
line 8 of the proposed amendment, insert: 

Provided further, That this provision shall not 
operate to prevent the legislature from imposing 
other and additional taxes or licenses. 

Amendments Nos. 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, and 
15 all relate to  the general subject of striking out 
the upper house of the Alaska Legislature, the 
practice in case of a tie vote, and election to fill a 
vacancy.  The upper house having been restored 
in conference, the conferees receded from the 
House disagreement to these amendments and 
agreed to the same with amendments fitting them 
to the double-chamber plan. 

Amendments Nos. 16 and 17 change the words 
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“legislative assembly” to “legislature,” to conform to 
the general rule.  The conferees receded from the 
House disagreement to these Senate amendments 
and agree thereto. 

Amendment No. 68 is a new section creating a 
railroad commission, to be appointed by the 
President, to examine into and report to Congress 
on railroad routes in Alaska, and making an 
appropriation of $25,000 or so much thereof as 
may be necessary, to defray the expenses of said 
commission.  The conferees receded from the 
House disagreement to this Senate amendment, 
and agreed thereto with an amendment striking out 
the clause requiring a report on “the best system of 
constructing and operating railroads and coal 
mines in said Territory for the use of the 
Government in naval and military operations.” 

  H.D. FLOOD 
  W.C. HOUSTON 
  W.W. WEDEMEYER, 

 Managers on the part of the House. 
Diary 21, 1912 
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-20th – 
Senator Smith, Chairman of Senate Com. on Ter. 
is particularly pleased with the letter of 
acknowledgment & thanks which I wrote him after 
the passage of the Home Rule Bill.  I was over to 
the Senate today & he told me how it pleased him 
& that he had had the letter framed & set on his 
desk -he also told me he intended to send the new 
Legislature of Alaska a large photograph of himself 
- he is greatly pleased over the whole matter of his 
connection with the creation of popular government 
in our territory. 
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Nothing succeeds like success & all those who 
have added me in the fight for Home Rule in 
Alaska are now greatly pleased - & of course, so 
am I!! 
The House adapted the report of the Conference 
Com. on the Home Rule Bill & - then it was 
discovered by the enrolling Clerk that a mistake 
had been made in the reference in Senate 
Amendments - to a wrong section - or line & Flood 
had to introduce a Concurrent Reso. to correct the 

mistake.  The Reso. passed both the House & 
Senate this afternoon & the Bill now goes to the 
President for his approval.  Senator Smith 
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says the President will sign it.  I immediately sent 
telegrams to all the newspapers in Alaska 
announcing the passage of the bill - my, but what a 
relief!  A four years fight - but victory! 
I resigned from the Republican Congressional 
Rep. Com. today - I cannot belong to the Nat. 
Progressive Party & at the same time hold a 
political position in the Rep. Party.   
Am being congratulated on all hands upon my 
victory on both the Home Rule bill & my reelection 
as Delegate from Alaska - it is a double Victory. 
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[clipping] 

WICKERSHAM HAS 
LEAD IN RETURNS 

Alaska Delegate Apparently to 
Retain His Seat For An- 

other Term 
By Cable to Associated Press. 

JUNEAU, Aug. 13.- Early returns from today’s 
election indicate that James Wickersham, 
Progressive, has been re-elected delegate to 
congress.  Wickersham will probably have 200 
plurality in the First district, to here it was expected 
that he would have strong opposition. 

His plurality will be greatly reduced from that of 
two years ago, when he had a lead of 2,000 votes 
over Ed S. Orr, regular Republican. 

Carries Jennings’ Home. 
In Juneau, the home town of Robert Jennings 

(Democrat), the vote today was: Wickersham 140; 
Jennings, 118; Gilmore (Republican), 52;  
Krauczunas (Socialist), 21;  Harrais (Independent 
Democrat), 1; scattering, 6. 

Douglas, the seat of the great Treadwell mine, 
polled 40 for Jennings, 36 for Wickersham, 30 for 
Krauczunas, 15 for Gilmore and 11 for Harrais. 

Wickersham carried Skagway by 75 majority, 
and had a lead over Jennings of 15 in Silver Bow. 

Gilmore Carries Nome. 
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Returns from Nome, the home of William A. 
Gilmore, give Gilmore a lead in that district.  
Gilmore is also leading in the Seward and Cordova 
districts, but Wickersham is ahead in Valdes, 
where his plurality is 34. 

Returns have not yet been received from 
Fairbanks, in the Fourth division.  This is 
Wickersham’s home town, and it is conceded that 
he will have a substantial lead there. 

The Third division, including Valdez, Seward and 
Cordova, will probably show a plurality for Gilmore, 
as will the Second division, in which Nome is 
situated, but Wickersham’s managers declare their 
candidate’s vote in the First and Fourth divisions 
will overcome the other two. 
 
[clipping] 

THREE-SIDED RACE IS 
SHOWN BY RETURNS 

IN CORDOVA DISTRICT. 
Special Cable to Post-Intelligencer. 

CORDOVA. Aug. 13.-Cordova gave Gilmore 92 
votes, Wickersham 41, Jennings 18, Harrais 5 and 
Krauczunas 15. 

Katalla voted Gilmore 7 votes, Wickersham 16, 
Jennings 34, Krauczunas 3. 

Kennicott voted Gilmore 16 votes, Wickersham 
42, Jennings 2, Harrais 1 and Krauczunas 2. 

Camp 55 voted Gilmore 1, Wickersham 3. 
Miles Glacier voted Gilmore 3. 
Eyak voted Gilmore 13, Wickersham 18, 

Jennings 2, Harrais 2, Krauczunas 9. 
 
[clipping]  

WICKERSHAM FAR 
AHEAD IN ALASKA 

Returns Show 2,094 Votes to  
1,208 for Gilmore, Next  

in Line. 
JUNEAU, Aug. 14.- Incomplete returns from all 

parts of Alaska on yesterday’s election indicate that 
James Wickersham, Progressive, has been 
reelected delegate to congress by a plurality of 
more than 1,000. 

The tabulation of returns from the principal cen-
ters of population gives Wickersham 2,094, 
Gilmore (Rep), 1208; Krauczunas (Soc.) , 1,170; 
Jennings (Dem.), 770; Harrais (Ind. Dem.), 202. 

Many outlying precedents have not reported, and 
it is believed that Wickersham’s lead will be greatly 
increased when they are heard from. 

Partial returns from Nome and neighboring 
camps give Gilmore 446, Wickersham 146.  
Gilmore is mayor of Nome. 

 
Evidently I got my lead in Iditarod - Ruby & 
Fairbanks. 

Diary 21, 1912 
August 20 

20 
[clipping] 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY, TERRITORY OF 
ALASKA. 

Mr. FLOOD of Virginia.  Mr. Speaker, I call up the 
conference report on House bill 38, to create a 
legislative assembly in the Territory of Alaska, to 
confer legislative power thereon, and for other 
purposes, and ask that the statement be read 
instead of the conference report, and that the 
conference report be agreed to. 

The SPEAKER.  Is there objection?  [After a 
pause.]  The Chair hears none. 

The statement was read. 
[For text of the conference report and 

accompanying statement see House proceedings 
of August 19, 1912.] 

Mr. FLOOD of Virginia.  Mr. Speaker, I move that 
the report be agreed to. 

The SPEAKER.  The question is on the adoption 
of the conference report. 

Mr. MANN.  Mr. Speaker, I notice that as tot eh 
amendment No. 68 the conferees have stricken out 
a portion of the amendment and left in a portion 
which I understood was to be stricken out. It 
sounds harmless, but I would like to know what it 
means. 

Mr. FLOOD of Virginia.  I can not hear it. 
Mr. MANN.  That amendment provides for the 

appointment of a commission, and, with the 
amendment “to make a report to Congress on or 
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before the 1st day of December next, or as soon 
thereafter as may be practicable, together with 
their conclusions and recommendations with 
respect to the best and most available routes for 
railroads in Alaska, which will develop the country 
and the resources thereof for the use of the people 
of the United States.”  The language of the Senate 
amendment was- 

Which will develop the country and the resources 
thereof, and the best system of constructing and 
operating railroads and coal mines in said Territory 
for the use of the Government in naval and military 
operations, and for use of the people of the United 
States. 

The gentleman knows that I objected to that 
provision in the bill, because I objected to a 
commission to consist of one Army engineer, one 
Naval engineer, one geologist, and one railroad 
builder, to endeavor to determine or recommend to 
Congress what it should determine as to the policy 
that the Government should pursue concerning the 
operation and construction of railroads or other 
resources in Alaska. 

I understood that provision was to go out in 
conference.  I see a part of it goes out in 
conference, and yet the commission is required to 
report upon  the best routes for railroads in Alaska, 
which will develop the country and the resources 
thereof for the use of the people of the United 
States. 

Mr. FLOOD of Virginia.  Mr. Speaker, I will say to 
the gentleman that the change was made upon the 
insistence of the House conferees, and they 
insisted upon that change in deference to the views 
of the gentleman from Illinois.  I thought we were 
carrying out the views expressed by him.  The 
objection he had to the Senate amendment was 
that it authorized the commission to make inquiry in 
reference to coal lands in Alaska. 

Mr. MANN. To the extent that the language was 
stricken out I plead guilty, and I do not hesitate to 
say that I said to the gentleman from Virginia and 
other gentlemen that if they wanted to send this bill 
to conference with that language to remain in it, it 

would have to be done under the rules of the 
House. 

What I wish to inquire now is why all of the 
language which was to be stricken out was not 
stricken out?  Was it a misunderstanding as to 
what should be stricken out, or was this latter 
language left in for some special reason? 

Mr. FLOOD of Virginia.  If the language that was 
objectionable to the gentleman from Illinois was not 
stricken out in conference it was due to a mistake. 
Mr. MANN. I have no desire to complain.  I know 
how these things happen.  I wondered whether it 
was that, or whether other reasons were given for 
keeping this language in.  If they were given, I 
wanted to know what they were. 

Diary 21, 1912 
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20 
[clipping continued]  

Mr. FLOOD of Virginia. Not at all.  I wanted to 
conform to the suggestions made by the 
gentleman. 

Mr. MANN.  I will not complain. 
The SPEAKER.  The question is on agreeing to 

the conference report. 
The conference report was agreed to. 
On motion of Mr. FLOOD of Virginia, a motion to 

reconsider the last vote was laid on the table. 
Mr. FLOOD of Virginia.  Mr. Speaker, there is 

one very important matter in connection with this 
bill which we have just passed.  There are three 
mistakes, evidently clerical errors, which were 
committed in the Senate in reference to changes 
that are made in certain lines, giving the lines 
wrong.  With the assistance of the gentleman from 
Illinois [Mr. MANN] I have drawn a concurrent 
resolution so that they can be corrected.  I ask that 
it be adopted. 

The SPEAKER.  The Clerk will report the 
resolution. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
Resolved by the House of Representatives (the 

Senate concurring), 
That the Enrolling Clerk of the House, in the 

enrollment of the bill (H.R. 38) entitled “An act to 
create a legislative assembly in the Territory of 
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Alaska, to confer legislative power thereon, and for 
other purposes,” be directed to regard the matter 
furnished in the conference report to be inserted in 
lieu of amendments Nos. 7 and 15 inclusive, as 
following the word “years,” on page 3, line 18; and 
that the matter proposed to be stricken from 
amendment No. 68, as set forth in said conference 
report, be designated: “All after the word ‘thereof,’ 
in line 21 of the proposed amendment, down to 
and including ‘and’ in line 24.” 

The SPEAKER.  The question is on agreeing to 
the concurrent resolution. 

The concurrent resolution was agreed to. 
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY FOR ALASKA. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 
Senate a concurrent resolution from the House of 
Representatives, which was read as follows: 

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the 
Senate concurring), 

That the enrolling clerk of the House, in the 
enrollment of the bill (H.R. 38) entitled “An act to 
create a legislative assembly in the Territory of 
Alaska, to confer legislative power thereon, and for 
other purposes,” be directed to regard the matter 
furnished in the conference report to be inserted in 
lieu of amendments Nos. 7 to 15, inclusive, as 
following the word “years” on page 3, line 18; and 
that the matter proposed to be stricken from 
amendment No. 68, as set forth in said conference 
report, be designated “All after the word ‘thereof’ in 
line 21 of the proposed amendment, down to and 
including ‘and’ in line 24.” 

Mr. SMITH of Michigan.  This concurrent 
resolution is intended merely to correct a clerical 
error.  It does not change the measure.  I ask for 
this adoption. 

The concurrent resolution was considered by 
unanimous consent and agreed to. 
 
And the Home Rule bill is through Congress & now 
goes to the President for his approval - which I am 
told he will give! being Licked! 

Diary 21, 1912 
August 21 

-21st – 
Am all through - no Alaska business left that I care 

about & Congress will adjourn Saturday.  Leave full 
instructions with Geo. A. Jeffery, Secretary, who 
will remain here over the summer - so I will start 
west this evening. Have drawn my August salary. 
Left Washington at 6:45 in the evening for St. 
Louis. 

-22nd.- 
Reached St. Louis, via Vandalia line, at 5 oclock - 
Darrell met me & we went to the Jefferson Hotel. 
He is going to Kansas City on Business - we left for 
there at 11:30 tonight. 

Diary 21, 1912 
August 23-25 

-23rd – 
Kansas City - Darrell & I had breakfast together -he 
went to business & I westward on the C.B. & Q. 
passed Quindaro, Deleware, Leavenworth – 
Lincoln, Neb. 

August 24th 1912 
My 55th Birthday 
President Taft Signed the Alaska Home Rule Bill!  
Out through Wyoming - Huntley Junction 

25th  
Missoula – Spokane 

Diary 21, 1912 
August 26-27 

-26th- 
Stopped off in N. Yakima one train - arrived in 
Seattle at 8:15 in this evening.  Went to the Rainier 
Grand Hotel as usual - Debbie was waiting. 

-27th - 
Both the Post Intelligencer & the Times called up -
reporters - but I refused to talk - they have both 
fought me & Home Rule - lied & suppressed & I do 
not want to have anything to say to them - I don’t 
want to say much anyway until I get to Alaska. 

Diary 21, 1912 
August 27 

-27th continued- 
Debbie & I left For Alaska on the Str. “Jefferson” at 
8:45 this evening.  Mr. & Mrs. Peoples, Mrs. 
Harpick & her two sons, Mrs. Jack Healy, Mrs. 
Chas. Geis, & others going to Fairbanks & quite a 
few for other Alaskan towns - Capt. Nord. in 
command of the vessel. 

-28th- 
Good weather - Gulf of Georgia & Seymour 
narrows. Have met Judge Ford, of the N. Y. Sup. 
Ct. N.Y. City, & Mr. Van Norstrand - going into the 
White Horse country for mt. sheep. 
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-29th – 
The beautiful “Inside-Passage.” 

Diary 21, 1912 
August 30 

-30th – 
At Metlakatla Indian village this morning at 6 oclock 
-Saw Father Duncan - remained only few minutes. 

Ketchikan at 830 a.m. 
Met by many enthusiastic friends - brass band - 
and a speech in the town hall. 
Gave an account of my efforts for Home Rule & put 
the burden back on the people of Alaska with the 
Home Rule Bill.  People all seem greatly pleased 
with the certainty of a local legislature of their own 
choosing.  Have advised great care “etc. in election 
of good men to the first legislature - 
Skowl Arm unloading cannery supplies 

Diary 21, 1912 
August 31 

-31st – 
Wrangell at midnight - went up town but saw no 
one - 
Held up by fog at Wrangell Narrows for several 
hours -and sent telegram to Valentine - wireless 
telegraph on this boat very inadequate - not strong 
enough to reach Juneau from Narrows.  We 
reached Douglas at midnight.  I came over to 
Juneau on the ferry - Debbie will go on to Skagway 
with the Peoples and Mrs. Herpick, etc. & wait for 
me there.  A few of my friends met me at the wharf 
- they had arranged a reception for me tonight but 
our late arrival compelled them to postpone it till 
Monday evening. 

Diary 21, 1912 
September 1 

Sunday - Sept. 1. 
Spent most of the day with Valentine going over & 
discussing them organization of our proposed 
Progressive party in Alaska.  Valentine is to call the 
convention for this 1st Division to nominate 2 
Senators & 4 Representatives to the first 
Legislature & he will at once urge similar action in 
the other Divisions.  He thinks it best to call 
partisan conventions & I agree that that is probably 
the best way to get the matter started, although it 
gives the Socialists an advantage. 
Took dinner with Tom Coles mother - Tom is at 
home -& happy.  Am at Occidental Hotel and am 
well received by the people 

Diary 21, 1912 -Sept 2.- 

September 2 Sent a telegram to each U.S. Dist. Atty, Valdes, 
Fairbanks & Nome - requesting them to take 
Immediate action in the matter of notice for the 
Legislative Election on Nov. 5.  Valentine recd, 
telegram from Al. White, Valdes, saying that all the 
returns are in & that I carried that Division by 250 
plurality - the Guggs Cordova - Ry. gang always 
beat me before.  Am to have public dinner this 
evening & speak tonight. A Com. from Douglas 
came over today & invited me to speak there 
tomorrow night - which I accepted. 
Had a fine crowd at Elks Hall & met with a friendly 
reception. 

Diary 21, 1912 
September 2 

2 
[Clipping]  

BIG AUDIENCE 
GREETS JUDGE 

WICKERSHAM 
DELEGATE TALKS TO 

A CROWDED HOUSE 
Defends Home Rule Bill, Endorses Wo- 

men’s Suffrage in Alaska, “Pans” 
Governor’s Report, Thanks Alas- 

kans for His Re-election-Repeated- 
 ly Applauded-Dance Follows Speak- 

 ing. 
Before an audience that packed Elks hall last 

night Judge Wickersham, Alaska’s representative 
to the congress of the United States, spoke for two 
hours on the Alaska situation, the Home Rule bill, 
and other important questions.  Judge 
Wickersham’s address was an acknowledgement 
of the glowing compliment paid him by this territory 
for has reelection to congress by the vote cast 
August 13; an arraignment of the last report of 
Governor Walter E. Clark; a defense of the Home 
Rule bill, and an endorsement of the 
enfranchisement of Alaska women.  Judge 
Wickersham concluded his speech with a plea for 
all good citizens to vote for good, clean, honest 
men at the legislative election, so that the first 
territorial legislature might not be filled with 
members who would pass laws that might reflect 
on his statements that Alaska was capable of 
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governing herself. 
Judge Wickersham was introduced by Mayor 

Harry A. Bishop shortly after an orchestra had 
played a lively overture.  Seated on the platform 
with the delegate were the mayor, and Messrs, 
Wolland, Cole, Davis, Valentine and Fries. 

Delegate Wickersham reviewed the pledges 
made by him four years ago when he first ran for 
congress independently and was elected delegate 
by 1500 plurality over Chilberg, Socialist-Labor 
candidate.   His “platform” as he called it, which 
was made in 1908, had been fulfilled, he said, and 
his remarks bore out his assertions. 

After firing several broadsides at the fisheries 
waste, which the delegate insisted was the proper 
noun to describe the wealth taken from Alaska by 
the fish barons in the past 45 years, Mr. 
Wickersham dwelt on the statistics of the territory’s 
resources, and made comparisons with the amount 
the United States paid Russia for the territory. 

Judge Wickersham flayed the fisheries 
companies.  He said that they had taken 
200,000,000 cases of fish from Alaska, but in this 
country not one single child had been educated on 
money which had gone out of Alaska via the 
fisheries route.  The home rule bill, thinks the 
delegate, will enable Alaska to correct the fisheries 
evil, by passing laws up to congress, urging a 
change in the fisheries laws of the United States. 

“Transportation in Alaska is something that 
everyone should be vitally interested in.  Do you 
know that in Dr. Brooks’ report for 1909, it is 
recorded that Alaska yielded $10,000,000 in gold.  
And just half of that amount was paid out for freight 
rates.  Transportation in interior Alaska costs 
everyone one half of the value of the product 
hauled, but I can happily state that since the 
supreme court has ruled that this country is a 
territory, the interstate commerce commission will 
now have jurisdiction over the territory and the rate 
questions will be solved.  I don’t know what you 
people pay for freight down this way, but God 
knows you pay enough.” 

Judge Wickersham pointed to his mining bill as a 

big victory for himself and for the poor prospector, 
who is now protected from the placer ground 
speculators who could, under the old law, stake 
thousands of acres under the odious power-of-
attorney and association claims provision. 
It was learned last night from Delegate 
Wickersham that his home rule bill was ratified by 
President Taft on the former’s birthday.  The 
President signed the measure on August 24th, and 
on that date the delegate was 55 years of age.  His 
birthday present was the biggest and best he had 
ever received, said the delegate. 
On the home rule bill, which is now law, the 
delegate spoke at length.  Judge Wickersham said: 
The home rule bill is a better organic act than 

Diary 21, 1912 
September 2-3 

2 
[clipping continued]  
any other similar law passed by congress for any 
territory of the United States.  Under the law Alaska 
can govern itself, and not one penny will be paid by 
this country for any of the expenses.  Congress will 
pay all the bills.” 

Throughout his talk on the bill, the delegate 
emphasized the fact that Alaska will not have to 
pay for its new legislature, its elections, etc. 

Delegate Wickersham said that the bill 
empowers Alaska’s legislature to enact seven out 
of the nine laws urged by Governor Clark in the 
latter’s report.  “And yet they ask what the bill can 
do,” sarcastically remarked the speaker. 

Had it not been for a strenuous protest  Delegate 
Wickersham says Fairbanks might have been 
made the capital of Alaska.  Senator Smith of 
Michigan, during one of the conferences over the 
bill moved that Fairbanks be made the seat of 
Alaska government, but it was voted down.  
Minority Leader Mann, of Illinois, was another 
congressman who insisted on the Senate 
amendments to the original bill, many of which 
were passed over the delegate’s protests. 

President Taft was alternately grilled and compli-
mented by the delegate.  “The trouble with Taft,” 
said Wickersham, “is that he has too many men 
around him who know just what they want.  I think 
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he is a good man, but these advisors have crippled 
him.” 

Frequent bursts of applause interrupted the 
speech, and when he had finished Delegate 
Wickersham was given an ovation.  The reception 
tendered the delegate ended with a social dance, 
which was well attended.  A good orchestra of six 
pieces furnished the music. 

Delegate Wickersham speaks in Douglas tonight 
and will hurry on to Fairbanks on the first boat to 
Skagway.  A big reception has been arranged by 
Skagway. 

-3rd. – 
Sent telegrams to Valdes - Boyle - saying I could 
not come there now - but would come in Nov. on 
my way out - The Steamer “Georgia” will take us to 
Skagway in the morning. 
Made speech in Douglas tonight - big audience & 
among them was Bradley & his wife - Mgr. 
Treadwell Mines. He is quite friendly - a great 
change for Treadwell. 

Diary 21, 1912 
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3 
[clipping] 
 

ELECTION RETURNS TO DATE 
PRECINCT W

ickersham
 

G
ilm

ore 

K
rauczunas 

Jennings 

H
arrais 

S
cattering 

Total 
   First 

Division 
    

Juneau 140 52 21 118 1 6 338 

Douglas (2 pcts.) 55 18 26 53 15  167 

Ketchikan (2 pcts) 74 31 102 29 2  238 

Loring 4 14   1  19 

Skagway 95 10 7 20 1  133 

Wrangell 19 4 5 44   72 

Haines 42 9 6    57 

Sitka 42 5 1 6 1  55 

Chicagoff 6 16  5   27 

Mendenhall 5 1 6 7 1  20 

Silver Bow 21 1 2 6   30 

Kake 7   1   8 

Hoonah 3  1 1   5 

Tenakee 4  2 5   11 

Killisnoo  10  1   11 

Gypsum 3   7   10 

Jualin 8 1 6    15 

Shakan    4   4 

Beaver Falls 2  1 1   4 

Eagle 1 1  1   3 

Porcupine 8 5 1    14 

Windham 5      5 

Craig 22  1 3   26 

Sulzer 2 1 4 6   33 

Portland 1 1 2  1  5 

Petersburg 13 6 23 9   51 

Scow Bay 6  8    14 

Dolomi 3 3 2    8 

Kasaan 3  6 6 1  16 

           Total 594 19
2 

227 339 24 6 138
2 

   Second 
Division 

    

Nome (3 pcts.) 98 34
6 

117 96   657 

Teller  16 1 3   20 

Jess Creek 5 3 13 3   24 

St. Michael 15 15 16 31 4  81 

Candle 28 15 1 9   53 

Council City 8 20 3 10   41 

Solomon 5 8 8 11   32 

East Forks  8 1 3   12 

Bluff 8 5 3 8   24 

Shovel Creek 8 28 22 9   67 

Big Hurrah 2 10  1   13 

   Third 
Division 

    

Valdez (2 pcts.) 146 10 33 41 47  370 
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Seward 12 96 9 41   158 

Kenai Lake 3 3 1 3   10 

Beaver Dam 3 4 2  7  16 

Cordova 41 92 15 18 5  171 

Katalla 16 7 3 34   60 

Eyak 18 13 9 2 2  44 

Chitina 43 40 7 16 2  108 

Kennecott 42 16 2 2 1  63 

Camp 55 3 1     4 

Miles Glacier  3     3 

Copper Center 4 5 6 3 3  21 

Port Wells 31 3 8 1 6  49 

Mineral Creek   2  5  7 

Cliff Mine 16 1 26 1 7  51 

Copper Mountain 5 2  4   11 

Ellamar 34 3 19 4   60 

Latouche 9 16     25 

   Fourth 
Division 

    

Fairbanks 318 10
0 

127 80 37  662 

Iditarod & subs 312 28 76 43 26 1
0

485 

Fort Gibbon 63 14 52 1   130 

Rampart 17 2 20 1   40 

Vault 6 2 25    33 

Graehl 50 5 42 2 5  104 

Upper Cleary 22 5 34 5 1  67 

Lower Cleary 59 8 68 9 11  155 

Upper Fairbanks 22 3 24  3  52 

Lower Fairbanks 13 1 19 2 1  36 

Pedro 10  19 6 3  38 

Gilmore 34 1 8 5 1  49 

Upper Goldstream 44 2 25 7 1  78 

Lower Goldstream 22 1 16 1 1  41 

Little Eldorado 8  16  5  29 

Upper Dome 27  10 5 3  45 

Seward 12 96 9 41   158 

Kenai Lake 3 3 1 3   10 

Beaver Dam 3 4 2  7  16 

Cordova 41 92 15 18 5  171 

Katalla 16 7 3 34   60 

Eyak 18 13 9 2 2  44 

Chitina 43 40 7 16 2  108 

Kennecott 42 16 2 2 1  63 

Camp 55 3 1     4 

Miles Glacier  3     3 

Copper Center 4 5 6 3 3  21 

Port Wells 31 3 8 1 6  49 

Mineral Creek   2  5  7 

Cliff Mine 16 1 26 1 7  51 

Copper Mountain 5 2  4   11 

Ellamar 34 3 19 4   60 

Latouche 9 16     25 

   Fourth 
Division 

    

Fairbanks 318 10
0 

127 80 37  662 

Iditarod & subs 312 28 76 43 26 1
0

485 

Fort Gibbon 63 14 52 1   130 

Rampart 17 2 20 1   40 

Vault 6 2 25    33 

Graehl 50 5 42 2 5  104 

Upper Cleary 22 5 34 5 1  67 

Lower Cleary 59 8 68 9 11  155 

Upper Fairbanks 22 3 24  3  52 

Lower Fairbanks 13 1 19 2 1  36 

Pedro 10  19 6 3  38 

Gilmore 34 1 8 5 1  49 

Upper Goldstream 44 2 25 7 1  78 

Lower Goldstream 22 1 16 1 1  41 

Little Eldorado 8  16  5  29 
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territory has pleaded for from the day of its first 
organized political convention, and despite the 
shortcomings of the law which passed, the territory 
is duly thankful.  It is the first victory. 
 
This editorial is typical of the doubts constantly 
expressed by persons ignorant of the true 
character of the Home Rule bill! 
 

Diary 21, 1912 
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[clipping] 
[Wickersham’s own vote totals for the Fourth 
district] 

Diary 21, 1912 
September 4 

-Sept. 4th – 
Left Juneau at 6 a.m. on the Str. “Georgia” for 
Skagway, Valentine & wife on board with me. 
Reached Skagway at 8:30 to be met at the wharf 
by a committee & escorted to the “Golden North” 
Hotel.  After a lightning change of clothes I was 
again escorted to the old “A.B.” Hall to a reception 
given by the ladies of the town to Mrs. W. & me.  
Mrs. Le Fevre – 74 years young – presided and we 
had refreshments after the ceremonies had 
finished.  Skagway has always been one of my 
strong towns - the people are always loyal & 
outspoken. 

Diary 21, 1912 
September 5 

-5- 
[clipping] 

The Daily Alaskan 
OFFICIAL CITY PAPER    L.S. KELLER, Publisher 
SKAGWAY, ALASKA, THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 

5, 1912 
HOME-COMING RECEPTION 

GIVEN BY SKAGWAY WOMEN 
For years there has been a cry among the politic-

ians and would-be leaders that what Alaska most 
needed was to get together and work in harmony, 
and then they could get anything they wanted out 
of congress.  The only hitch in that program has 
been that the so-called leaders wanted the people 
to do all the getting together and give to them the 
power to “get what they wanted” from congress. 

Today we are getting together on the only stable 
foundation that can insure permanency to a 

constitutional government, and that is home rule.  
Where formerly there was discord and raucous 
division of sentiment, we now have harmony and a 
unanimity of purpose and action.  That condition 
has been brought about by the incorruptible and 
unswervable persistency of the voters of this 
Territory in sticking for common justice and accep-
ting nothing else.  Under the banner of James 
Wickersham we have fought down an opposition 
that menaced our liberties and retarded our 
progress toward commercial and industrial 
success.  There is no longer a divided Alaska, the 
generous recognition given our returning delegate 
by the cities of Alaska has shown that. 

After having visited Ketchikan, Wrangell, Douglas 
and Juneau, Delegate James Wickersham arrived 
in Skagway last evening, where he was met at the 
boat by Mayor Tanner and a committee appointed 
by the council to receive him.  For the past week 
the ladies of Skagway have been engaged in 
preparing a reception for Mr. Wickersham and 
when that gentleman was escorted to A.B. hall he 
was greeted by a large assemblage of the 
citizenship, where under the guidance of the 
women, a most enjoyable program was in waiting 
for him.   The orchestra rendered a few selections 
which was followed by a song by Mrs. H.D. Kirmse, 
a piano solo by Miss Gladys Kirmse, and a 
baritone solo by Mr. Will C. Blanchard, all of them 
receiving enthusiastic encores. 

Then something unique happened; Mrs. Emma 
C. LeFevre, a lady 74 years young, who had been 
selected to introduce the city’s guest, arose, and in 
a voice mellowed by age, held the undivided 
attention of the audience for half an hour.  She 
compared the enacted Territorial bill with an 
emaciated turkey in her father’s home, which would 
not fatten, though it had been stuffed with patent 
foods for weeks.  Her father gallantly said that it 
had a magnificent from and all it needed was some 
of mother’s splendid dressing to make it most 
palatable.  So it was with the home rule bill, it had a 
magnificent framework for the construction of a 
home government that will be a perpetual blessing 
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to the  
Diary 21, 1912 
September 5 

5 
[clipping continued] 
home builders of the north.  Mrs. LeFevre then paid 
a splendid tribute to the achievements of Mr. 
Wickersham and urged her hearers to give the 
women the right to vote.  She then closed by 
introducing him as the “George Washington of 
Alaska. Her remarks were loudly applauded and 
the audience was a unit in congratulating her on 
her intelligent and convincing talk. 

Mr. Wickersham then arose and told us of the 
merits of the home rule bill.  It was a bill that 
needed no apology.  It was the most liberal organic 
act that had ever been granted by congress to a 
territory.  Under its provisions the people had more 
rights than any one of the territories at their 
creation.  We were to form our legislature and 
make our laws and the entire expense was to be 
borne by the general government. Congress has 
placed restrictions around it, to be sure, but those 
restrictions were necessary during the formative 
period and would be removed as soon as the legis-
lative machinery had become a working organism. 

Speaking of the restrictions on the fish, game 
and other legislative powers, he said that it was 
necessary for the government to continue looking 
after those interests until the local legislature would 
pass laws and until after an election was held and 
the necessary processes adopted for permanent 
territorial operation. 

“My work” said Mr. Wickersham, is practically 
through.  It is up to you now to take up the work of 
forming this legislature.  When I first went to 
congress, someone had reached the ear of the 
president before I did and they told him that if a 
territorial government was permitted in Alaska, the 
people would open the gambling rooms and dance 
halls.  That the rank and file of the district were a 
rabble and incapable of self government.  It is now 
for you, fellow citizens, to disprove the slander by 
electing honest men to office.  Elect men of 
families, men whose homes and wives and babies 
are here and interests are here.  You have a great 

duty to perform.  Because of the Ballinger and 
Pinchot investigations and the numerous charges 
of theft and the widespread muckraking, the eyes 
of the world are upon Alaska.  People are 
wondering what kind of legislature the north is 
going to produce.  I have told them you were the 
most capable people on the globe, and I want you 
to prove it.  Begin at once the study of legislative 
processes, see that you elect conservative men to 
the legislature, men who will not be stampeded by 
visionary and incomplete theories of government.  
You may rest assured that when once you prove to 
the business world that nothing will be enacted into 
law which will interfere with the property rights or 
prevent the legitimate operation of business, that 
capital will immediately be found to open these 
vast resources for development.  

Mr. Wickersham told us that the president had 
“signed the home rule bill on my birthday and I 
consider it the most splendid birthday present I 
ever received.”  It may be said in the way of 
information that the delegate was 55 years of age 
on August 24, “though he looks much younger,” 
some of the lady ushers remarked. 

Mr. and Mrs. Wickersham will leave in the 
morning over the White Pass for the North.  They 
will spend a few weeks in Fairbanks and then go 
over the trail for the outside. 

 
[clipping] 

Last night Delegate Wickersham told the citizens 
of Alaska to select home builders for members of 
the coming legislature.  He believes that only those 
who love Alaska well enough to live here and raise 
their families here are safe men to be entrusted 
with the formation of a government under which the 
greatest happiness is to be secured for the 
greatest number. 

One of the provisions of the new legislative bill 
forbids anyone becoming a member who has not 
lived in the Territory for two years.  That was a 
wise provision.  We have seen 
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[clipping continued] 
the disgraceful spectacle of men coming to this 
district and immediately starting out after a political 
or federal job.  The carpet bagger has no interest in 
the ultimate welfare of the country.  He wants to 
make his pile and get out.  In order to prevent 
further abuses along that line, the clause was 
incorporated compelling such seekers of spoilage 
to at least establish some semblance of a 
residence before opening political headquarters 
and worming their way into office. 

Not only should we support home builders, but 
we should insist that they also be home rulers.  We 
do not believe it is to the interest of this Territory to 
put a single man  in the legislative assembly who 
has been opposed to the home rule theory.  Not 
that the bill has passed, there will spring up a raft 
of political job hunters asking for support and 
promising anything to sure election.  The true test 
of their sincerety is their actions in the past.  Their 
record is the only promise we can afford to accept.  
If they have been luke warm or hostile before they 
will likely be so in the future. 

 
Sep 5th  

We will gain nothing by going over to Whitehorse 
this morning so we remain in Skagway - I am 
calling on my friends & have had a long political 
consultation with the officials of the Progressive 
party - they will call for a convention about Oct. 1. 
to nominate members of the legislature for the Nov. 
5. election. 
Valentine & LeFevre are both to be candidates - 
they expect to elect 6 of our friends in this division. 

Diary 21, 1912 
September 6 

-6th – 
Skagway to White Horse.  Mr. Dickson, Pres. & 
Manager of the White Pass & Yukon Ry in his 
private car is attached to our train.  He is 
accompanied by his wife, Mrs. Geo- Black of 
Dawson, & Mr. Close of London, the financial 
backer of the road.  Had talk with them about 
getting their Canadian boats into Fairbanks - 
making Fairbanks a sub-port. 

Reached White horse - was invited to a “dinner” – 
Dr Kellar, Mr. Bob Lowe, Frank Lowe, Mr. 
Greenough, Mr. Ross, Puckett & A fine dinner & I 
greatly enjoyed it - Steamer “Casca” at midnight. 

Diary 21, 1912 
September 7-10 

-7th - 
Left Whitehorse at 9 oclock this morning.  The 
Peoples & some others with us - fine weather & a 
good trip ahead. 

-8th - 
Selkirk and the wonderful lava palisades at noon -a 
fine trip – a good boat & food. 

-9th - 
Good run all day until evening we ran on the bar at 
Kirkman’s & ‘stuck.”  Worked until dark and then 
quit for the night. 

-10th - 
Reached Dawson at 2 oclock in the afternoon - 
held up for  

Diary 21, 1912 
September 10 

10 
several hours this forenoon by fog- found the down 
river steamer - St Michael waiting for us.  Called on 
my friends & met Dr. Thompson, M.P.  Gov. Black, 
Congdon – ex M.P. John Grant etc.  Volney 
Richmond & his wife & Tom McGowan, were on St. 
Michael  Mrs. Richmond &                         are 
going out up river & Richmond is going back with 
us.  R. Roediger - my old time Tacoma & Dawson 
newspaper friend is here going outside.  He told his 
interests in the Fairbanks News-Miner to 
Thompson whom he curses fluently - I smiled for “I 
told you so.”  We leave at midnight. 
 

Diary 21, 1912 
September 10 

10 
Roediger and the Richmonds told me about the 
insanity of Mrs. Gov. Walter E. Clark.  When they 
came to Fairbanks on their official trip this summer 
no attention was given them. He was not met, as 
usual, by a Committee, nor given official and 
friendly greeting.  His refusal to locate and build the 
Detention Hospital had prejudiced many against 
him. his opposition to Home Rule had twined more 
against him, and my final success in getting the bill 
passed has turned the strong tide of feeling against 
him, so that they were neglected and even treated 
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with coldness akin to hostility.  The local 
newspapers criticized  

Diary 21, 1912 
September 10 

10 
him - no one cared to extend courtesies - they 
were neglected.  Whether this neglect and 
unfriendly disposition was the cause or only the 
occasion - anyway Mrs. Clark went violently 
insane, and attempted to destroy her life by cutting 
her throat with a razor.  They finally took her down 
the river and out to Seattle - and that will end the 
unfortunate and disastrous term of Governor Clark.  
He has done nothing to his credit but everything to 
the contrary as Governor of Alaska.  He has been 
a complete and sorry failure and will never have 
pride in his office. 

Diary 21, 1912 
September 10 

10 
[clipping]  

WICK’S PLURALITY 
KEEPS A-GROWING 

Delegate Wickersham is Now 1,145 Votes 
Ahead of 

Krauczunas, according to the latest 
Returns –So- 

cialist Is gaining Over Gilmore for Second posi- 
tion-Cripple Creek, in Innoko Camp, Is for Wick- 

ersham. 
As the count in the delegate election, held 12 

days ago, is reported, it is seen that the plurality 
that Delegate Wickersham secured is mounting 
higher and higher.  The count, as it now stands, so 
far as Fairbanksans are concerned, is Wickersham 
2,626.  Krauczunas has 1,493, while Gilmore has 
11 more votes than before.  Jennings and Harrais 
have received no votes in the three districts that 
have reported since the last table was printed in 
the Times. 

Gilmore is now 83 votes behind Krauczunas in 
the territory, thus virtually assuring the Socialist of 
second place. 

Cripple Creek, the first camp in the Innoko to 
report, went for Wickersham.  A total of 23 votes 
were cast and Wickersham got 20 of them. 

Deadwood, in the Circle country, gave the 
Socialist a majority.  Out of 37 votes cast, 

Krauczunas secured 32.  Wickersham got two and 
Gilmore managed to obtain three. 

The report of the vote of Miller House shows that 
25 votes were given to Wickersham.  The Socialist 
was given nine and Gilmore eight. 

The summary of the vote by precincts, so far as 
known, is printed in the large table adjoining: 

Division
s- 

W
ickersham

 

K
rauczunas 

Jennings 

G
ilm

ore 

H
arrais 

Total 

First 478 180 27
0 

142 19 108
9 

Second 287 253 25
0 

622 4 141
6 

Third 331 87 16
0 

383 60 102
1 

Fourth 153
0 

959 27
3 

249 14
3 

315
3 

Totals 262 147
9 

95
3 

139
6 

22
6 

668
2 
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DAWSON DAILY NEWS. 
Published every evening except Sunday 

By the 
DAWSON NEWS PUBLISHING COM 

PANY, LTD. 
TELEPHONE NO. 11. 

TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION: 
Daily – Single copy....................$ .25 
 Daily-One month, by carrier........2.00 
Weekly-Single copy by carrier....  .25 

GOOD WORK 
The presence in Dawson today of James 

Wickersham, delegate for Alaska to the United 
States  congress, justifies a word on his work 
during the last year.  The Dawson News, although 
not in Alaska, is the chief medium of current 
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intelligence, reaching no inconsiderable portion of 
Alaska, and is depended on by the hardy American 
frontiersmen in that region for virtually all the news 
they receive regarding the work in the national 
legislative assembly at Washington and the labors 
of the Alaskan delegate. 
The News conveys practically all the information 
obtainable on such work, and its readers have 
learned 
therein to appreciate Judge Wickersham simply 
through the fact he has gotten results.  He has 
made good not only in the opinion of his more 
ardent friends, but in the opinion of a vast number 
of his constituents throughout Alaska.  In the recent 
election, with five in the field, he received twice as 
many votes as any opponent.  Were the finals 
played out, as in some countries, he would have 
had a landslide majority. 

Why is Wickersham so strong at home?  He 
must have satisfied his people that he was working 
in their 
interest and that he delivered the goods.  The 
passage of the home rule bill, the limitation of the 
power of attorney, the simplification of repre-
sentation and the appointment of the commission 
for the proposed federal railway were among the 
notable acquirements of the last term.  Other work 
also was done, but these stand out pre-eminent.  
Judge Wickersham has made his presence known 
in Washington He is as magnetic as he is fluent in 
address, and his words reach.  He is tireless, and 
tactful, and this counts more than perhaps all else. 

Much strenuous opposition has been made in 
certain quarters against Wickersham, but he is 
sufficiently endorsed by the people of Alaska to 
give him confidence to continue the good work 
unremittingly.  Alaska is more prominent in 
American national affairs today than ever before.  
In assuming the responsibility of local government, 
the people of the territory will be brought to realize 
the sobering effect of such a great trust.  They will 
find themselves bearing new relations in respect to 
the federal government.  New responsibilities will 
devolve upon their delegate.  Alaska will expand.  

The delegate will find his labor more complex, the 
game of bigger order, the situation in every respect 
more grave. 

Judge Wickersham has proved himself a man of 
capabilities. The North will watch his work with 
interest and with no mean measure of confidence. 

WORK FOR DELEGATE. 
Iditarod Pioneer:  Delegate Wickersham’s re-
election is an eloquent endorsement of the 
measures he has succeeded in placing upon the 
statute book, and his influence in the territory can 
no longer be belittled by those who have personal 
axes to grind.  Delegate Wickersham’s reelection 
was not the result of mere hero worship, as some 
would have us believe; but was the outcome of 
absolute conviction that he is the best man in the 
territory for the position.  In previous elections Mr. 
Wickersham has owed much to the weakness of 
his opponents, but such cannot be said of this 
year’s election, with such men as Krauczunas, 
Jennings and Gilmore in the field - all of them 
backed by well-organized, intelligent supporters 
who knew exactly what they wanted and the best 
way to secure their ends. 

Diary 21, 1912 
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[clipping continued] 

In many ways the recent election was of far 
greater importance than any of its predecessors.  
Alaska  
stands on the threshold of self-government, which 
will lead eventually to statehood.  There is much to 
be done.  In a few months the first Alaska 
legislature will meet at Juneau, and the eyes of 
ninety-four millions of people will be turned toward 
the territorial capital, with mingled feelings of 
curiosity, doubt, fear and hope.  The legislature will 
pass such laws as the experience of its members 
leads them to believe are necessary for the proper 
government and profitable development of the 
territory.  The laws will be submitted to the 
governor, who, being an Alaskan, will probably be 
more likely to agree with the territorial legislature 
than otherwise.  But the crucial test will come after 
the governor’s signature has been  appended.  No 
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laws that ever passed the houses of congress were 
ever subjected to such close scrutiny as the first 
acts of our legislature will be.  Not a sentence, not 
a phrase, not a word, but will be examined for 
flaws, inconsistencies with existing laws or other 
features which may prove objectionable to vested 
interests.  Then the people of Alaska will have 
cause to rejoice that they have a man of James 
Wickersham’s ability and character representing 
them in Washington; that they may rest assured 
that not one of the lawful acts of their elected 
legislature will be side-tracked or overruled at the 
behest of the representatives of corporations 
wishing to secure special and exclusive privileges 
in the territory, or immunity from the operation of its 
laws, without a vigorous protest from the delegate. 

It is for that reason, among others, that the 
people of Alaska are to be congratulated on their 
choice of a delegate.  It is for that reason Mr. 
Wickersham was re-elected, and it is for that 
reason he will receive the united support of all loyal 
Alaskans, so long as he remains their 
representative at Washington.  He has been tried 
in the past, and not found wanting; and he is now 
at liberty to go on with the good work until the 
people see fit to make a change. 
 
 
[clipping]  

Alaskan Election Returns 
The Alaskan election returns leave do doubt as 

to the popularity of James Wickersham in Alaska, 
says the Dawson News.  As predicted by the 
News, other candidates were handicapped 
because of the strong individuality of Wickersham 
and the fact that he had just succeeded in getting 
through the home rule bill and the measures 
providing for the limitation of the power of attorney.  
The opposing forces endeavored to make light of 
the Wickersham measures, but the people of 
Alaska, to a large extent at least, evidently thought 
that he had done well as a starter.  After being so 
long with no form of local government and so long 
under the abuses of the power of attorney, they 

must have felt that the Wickersham measures were 
long initial strides in the right direction. 
The Wickersham victory is all the stronger because 
of the fact the Democratic party has a more 
glowing outlook in national affairs in the present 
presidential campaign than for many years.  
Wickersham is a Roosevelt Republican, and was 
identified with the Progressive convention in 
Chicago a few days ago.  However, it is not likely 
that affiliations with the Roosevelt forces had much 
weight in the Alaskan contest.  The decision of the 
Alaskan people, however, may be taken to reflect 
to some degree the national policy concerning 
Alaska as advocated by Wickersham. 

Diary 21, 1912 
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[clipping continued] 

Scanning the returns from Alaska it is noticeable 
that although there were five candidates in the 
field, Wickersham got 40 per cent of the total vote 
cast.  An equal division would mean 20 per cent for 
each man.  The two Democratic candidates 
received a combined vote of a little under 20 per 
cent of the whole, or less than half of what 
Wickersham received.  Cranczunas, the Socialist, 
received more than the two Democrats together, or 
a little more than half of what Wickersham scored.  
It is also noteworthy that the Socialist was second 
in the race.  Had their been but one republican 
ticket, and had Wickersham drawn all the Gilmore 
vote, the Socialist still would have been second, 
and the Democrats, with their combined vote, last.  
So to view Alaska as a whole it might be declared 
anything but a Democratic stronghold.  However, it 
is to be remembered that national party lines are 
not drawn so strongly in Alaska as they are in 
some parts of America.  In Alaska the man, rather 
than the party is the test.  The socialists, who vote 
largely for principle, perhaps held together on pure 
party lines more than any other class of voters.  If 
they do this in the election of members of the new 
local legislature they may capture a number of 
seats. 

Gilmore received his best support in the Nome 
district, where he lives.  Wickersham was far ahead 
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in his home town of Fairbanks, where he is 
desperately fought by the press.  The Socialist was 
second in Fairbanks.  Wickersham led Jennings in 
Jennings’ home town of Juneau.  One of the 
heaviest votes is reported  from Gibbon.  This 
probably includes Rampart, Ruby and many other 
nearby points now quite populous, and also is 
swollen by the many soldiers at the post.  Gibbon 
shows a good lead for Wickersham, and a strong 
second for the Socialist, indicating that there are 
probably some Socialists in the army.  Wickersham 
about walked away with the Iditarod vote.  He was 
badly worsted in Cordova, Katalla and Valdez, said 
to be Guggenheim strongholds, because of the 
heavy interests of the big company in that region.  
Wickersham has fought the Guggenheim’s tooth 
and nail since the former election.  In the big quartz 
center of Juneau and Douglas, and other parts of 
Southeastern Alaska, Wickersham was far in the 
lead, with Jennings second.  The Socialist got his 
strongest support from Fairbanks, Nome, Gibbon 
and Southeastern Alaska. 

Wickersham is returned with sufficient support to 
leave no doubt as to the confidence in which he is 
held by a vast number of Alaskans, and if, as in the 
process in some cities, finals were required to be 
fought out by the two who were highest in the free 
for all, he doubtless would walk off with a majority 
quite as definite as the large plurality he has 
scored over his four opponents. 
Jennings, though defeated, has the consolation 
that he proved himself the strongest Democrat in 
the field, if not in Alaska, and he thus is in line, 
should the Democrats become the dominant 
national party this fall, to receive the best party has 
to hand out in Alaska, which might mean the 
governorship and might include patronage.  With 
the sudden death of A.J. Daly, Jennings thus 
becomes, at least, a foremost figure, should he 
desire it, for the position of Democratic national 
committeeman for Alaska. 

-11th – 
Forty Mile and Eagle - saw our old home & met the 
Myers & other of our friends — Poor old Eagle is 

nearly deserted. 
Diary 21, 1912 
September 12-
14 

-12th - 
Circle City an hour - Abe Spring - Frank Morrison -
Frank Jewitt - Nels Rasmussen - 
Ft. Yukon at dusk.  Met Riggs, of the Boundary 
Survey & the head of the Canadian survey - they 
will go to Gibbon with us. 

-13th - 
Flats, Hamlin - Rampart at dark.  Had a visit with 
some of my friends there. 

-14th - 
Tanana & Ft. Gibbon.  Met a lot of Fairbanks 
people en route outside.  John McGinn & Dick 
Woods - both friendly. 

Diary 21, 1912 
September 14-
15 

14 
There is no boat going to Fairbanks - so Debbie & I 
will go to Ruby - 130 miles down river on the 
gasoline mail launch.  Volney Richmond, Debbie & 
I & tow ladies – one baby – the two launch 
employees - start at noon.  Stuck on a bar about 12 
miles above Ruby - said all night - cold & very 
uncomfortable - fog in the morning until 9 oclock - 
reach Ruby at 11 oclock on the 15th . 

-15th – 
Met by Dan Sutherland and a lot of my friends - Am 

Diary 21, 1912 
September 15 

15 
invited to speak tonight at the “Arcadian Hall” - on 
the Home Rule & Mining bills. 
Large & quite enthusiastic meeting.  After my 
explanation of bills I urged upon the audience the 
necessity for the election of good - strong - 
conservative men to the legislature & without 
naming him described Dan Sutherland so nearly 
that the audience took it up & shouted for him.  A 
non partisan primary is to be held tomorrow 
evening to elect a representative - parceled out by 
some one & not by law - to Ruby - but I urged that 
Ruby was entitled to a  

Diary 21, 1912 
September 15 

15 
Senator & not a Representative - they rose to the 
fly & by a loud & unanimous cry endorsed Dan for 
the place.  Iditarod has also endorsed a candidate 
for Senator -Henry Roden - but he is a Federal 
official - Dep. U.S. Dist. Atty. & for that reason 
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ineligible - the Shackleford element of the Stand 
Pat Republican party is trying to nominate Jepson 
for Rep. from Ruby & if Dan can be held on the 
track it will defeat their efforts to injure our Home 
Rule organization and at the same time enable us 
to gain control of the Senate - which me must do to 
prevent bad legislation! 

Diary 21, 1912 
September 16 

-16th – 
The political caucus tonight endorsed Dan 
Sutherland for Senator - but Dan Callahan & the 
Phil Gallagher “bunch” fought hard & scored me 
bitterly for my interference last night in their plans.  
However I would rather have that element scold at 
me than support me - for they represent the 
“grafting” dishonest spirit in politics.  I am preparing 
a letter to Henry Roden to get him to either 
withdraw or run for the lower House. Dan is in a 
position to do much more to sustain our efforts for 
the control of the Senate than can Henry. 

Diary 21, 1912 
September 17-
18 

-17th - 
Spent the day in visiting my friends in Ruby - took 
the “Tanana” in the evening for passage up the 
river to Ft. Gibbon and thence to Fairbanks. 

-18- 
On the “Tanana” up the Tanana bound for Tanana 
- Reached Tanana at 8 oclock in the evening - My 
friends immediately suggested that I make a 
speech which I did in Vashon’s Store - there was a 
big crowd- for Tanana - about 150 men & women & 
I talked about my work in Washington & the Mining 
& Home Rule bills. 

Diary 21, 1912 
September 18-
19 

18 
After the speech several of my partisans invited me 
to go to Geo. Vautiers house where they gave me 
a stag banquet. I am very warmly received here & I 
am pleased that I carried the vote in this precinct 
this year for the first time. 

-19th – 
Left Tanana early this morning for Fairbanks - but 
the river is very low & we had much trouble to get 
into the Tanana channel.  The “Julia B.”, the 
“Minneapolis” & the “Reliance1 -are all in sight 
bound for Fairbanks with freight. Snowing tonight. 

Diary 21, 1912 -20th – 

September 20-
22 

At Hot Springs this morning.  Hills covered with 
snow, but it is turning warm & the snow is 
disappearing.  Three boats still in sight bound 
upstream. 

21st 
Nenana - making slow progress. 

22nd 
Reached Chena at noon - no train & came up the 
Chena on the boat.  Reached Fairbanks at 4:30 in 
the evening - found many of my friends waiting for 
me - went to the Shaw House until the Crossleys 
get out of my house.  The town looks a year older. 

Diary 21, 1912 
September 23-
24 

-23rd – 
Will occupy one of my old office rooms in the Red 
Cross Building for an office.  Am busy visiting with 
my friends. 

-24th - 
Sent telegram to Dan Sutherland telling him to sit 
right until the political situation settles - the people 
are for him in good faith.  Had a meeting with the 
Ex. Com. of the Commercial Club - sent long 
telegram to the President urging the establishment 
of a support of entry at Fairbanks - Dickson of the 
White Pass requested it & will pay for the telegram 
= $8600. 

Diary 21, 1912 
September 25-
26 

-25th – 
We got into our house last evening - Crossleys 
moved out and gave us possession - Have a good 
girl & it seems good to be at home. 
Sent telegram to O.L. Dickeson, Pres. White Pass 
& Y. Ry. Skagway informing him that his telegram 
had been sent to the Pres. U.S.A. by the Com. 
Club. 

-26th – 
Stenographer in office answering correspondence: 
talking politics & mining - Telegram from Alaska 
Roadway Commission - Major Morrow - saying 
coming to Fairbanks.  Am busy and also renewing 
acquaintance with the people. 

Diary 21, 1912 
September 28 

-28th – 
Have been engaged in gathering up the ends of my 
mining affairs and getting settlements of loans & 
other business. 
Mrs. Henry Ray is very sick and has just been 
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taken to the Hospital for an operation. 
Am to make an address tonight at the Auditorium 
Theatre - on the subject of the Mining Law & the 
Home Rule bill -a general report to my constituents 
upon my work in Congress. 
Later: Made an address to a large crowd at 
Auditorium -confined my talk to a general 
discussion of my pledges -platform pledges - & the 
success with which I kept them. The occasion was 
a pleasant success. 

Diary 21, 1912 
September 29 

-29- 
[clipping] 

DELEGATE DEFENDS 
ALASKA HOME RULE 

James Wickersham Talks for Two Hours to  
Interested 

Audience at Auditorium-Avers That All Campaign 
Pledges Have Been Fulfilled-Burden of Govern- 
ment Has Been Shifted to Shoulders of Masses. 
 
Before an audience of men and women that filled 

the main floor and galleries of the Auditorium, 
Delegate James Wickersham appeared last 
evening and defended his home rule bill and stated 
that the campaign pledges made by him in 1910 
had been fulfilled.  “I come before you tonight to 
report not progress, but success,” said the 
delegate during the course of his address.  “When I 
die, all I ask is that on my tombstone be placed the 
inscription that I was the patron and secured the 
passage of home rule for Alaska,” he continued in 
a more serious vein.  “That will be all that I want.” 

The address, which was made in the 
characteristically vigorous manner of the delegate, 
was listened to attentively, despite the fact that it 
was over two hours long.  During the greater part 
of the evening standing room in the auditorium was 
at a premium, and it was impossible to secure 
seats.  The audience was an appreciative one, for 
very frequent cries of “Good for you, Jim,” followed 
remarks made by the speaker.  On one occasion, 
when the delegate took to task a Fairbanks 
newspaper for criticizing him for his attendance at 
the Bull Moose convention in Chicago, a listener in 

the rear of the hall shouted “Hurrah for the Bull 
Moose.”  The remark elicited considerable 
applause and prompted the delegate to read a 
telegram to himself from Theodore Roosevelt 
congratulating the Alaska Progressives in affiliating 
with the new party. 

In the main, the remarks of the returned 
lawmaker were directed in an explanation of the 
fulfillment of the 1910 campaign pledges.  When 
the question of rail roads was brought up, Judge 
Wickersham said that the commission examining 
the possible routes from tidewater into the interior 
was now on its way from the city of Valdez to the 
city of Fairbanks.  Thunderous applause resulted. 

Those matters included in the campaign pledges, 
such as the opening of the coal lands, the delegate 
said would have to be acted on by congress, as in 
all matters where the public domain is involved.  
Such matters as the public health and the 
registration of births and deaths and more stringent 
fishing regulations, he said could be acted upon by 
the legislature created by this home rule bill.  
Those things that he secured for Alaska would be 
possible, he averred, through the territorial 
legislature that is to convene in Juneau, next 
March.     
The delegate said that he had nothing whatever to 
do with the legislature and that the burden, 
hereafter would be, not on the delegate, but on the 
people themselves.  In closing he exhorted the 
citizens of 
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the camp to elect a body of legislators who were 
not tied up with transportation or other big interests 
and who could give the residents of the territory a 
square and honorable deal. 
Numerous laws and extracts of reports were read 
by the speaker during the course of his address.  
On the platform with the delegate were Mayor Dan 
Driscoll, who introduced him, and fourteen local 
Wickersham men, the latter forming the 
background. 

-Sunday Sep. 29 – 
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It is beautiful autumn weather - warm and clear.  
The Alaska Railroad Commission is coming. 

The Socialists nominated their legislative ticket 
on Sept. 16th, as follows: 

 
[clipping] 

PLATFORM 
OF THE 

SOCIALIST PARTY 
Fourth Division, Territory of Alaska 

1.-We indorse and reaffirm our allegiance to the 
Constitution of the National Socialist Party of the 
United States, and National Platform adopted at 
Indianapolis, Ind., 1912. 

2.-We demand the immediate enactment of the 
Initiative and Referendum, and on presentation of a 
petition of 25 per cent. of the voters of preceding 
election, a referendum to be taken immediately; 
and all laws enacted by the Legislature be referred 
to referendum vote of the people of Alaska. 

3.-We demand that all members of the 
Legislature be subject to recall. 

4.-We demand that the government develop and 
operate all coal mines in Alaska and furnish coal to 
the people at cost of production and distribution, 
through government owned coal yards wherever 
necessary. 

5.-We demand through the Legislature that the 
Federal government shall build and operate in the 
interests of the Alaska people such railroads from 
tidewater to the interior districts as may be needed 
for tapping and developing the resources of 
Alaska. 
6.-We hold that women having aided in the 
development of Alaska should have equal suffrage.  
We demand through the Legislature the immediate 
enfranchisement of the women of Alaska. 

Diary 21, 1912 
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[clipping continued] 

7.-We demand through the Legislature a Mining 
Inspector be elected in each recording district; all 
candidates for such election must be experienced 
miners, versed in all branches of industry in 
Alaska. 

8.-We demand through the Legislature that eight 
(8) hours shall constitute a day’s work in all 
branches of industries in Alaska. 

9.-We denounce the system of blacklisting, and 
demand through the Legislature a law making such 
process illegal and criminal and punishable by fine, 
imprisonment, or both. 

10.-We denounce the present destructive system 
of operating the fish industry of Alaska; we demand 
through the Legislature that the government take 
over, own, and operate the industry that it may be 
perpetuated. 

11.-We demand through the Legislature the 
Australian ballot system for all elections within the 
Territory of Alaska; and that the government 
furnish and distribute all ballots at its expense. 

12.-We demand through the Legislature a 
compulsory insurance law for Alaska. 
Campaign Committee-  

John Conna, Fairbanks,   
Sam Wilcox, Ester  
Charles Dittmer, Cleary   
J.L. White, Olnes    
A.I. Johnstone, Fox    

For Senators- James M. Brooks 
John N. Conna 

For Representatives- Bernard Estby 
Charles Dittmer 
N.R. King 

Daniel McCabe 
-Sep. 30th – 

[clipping] 
MRS. HENRY RAY 

GOES BEYOND 
She Reaches That Bourne 

From Which No Mor- 
tal Ever Returns. 

DEATH CAME AT NOON 
Suffered a Relapse After the 

Operation of Last 
Friday. 

Succumbing in the contest with death, Mrs. 
Henry T. Ray, today at 12:40 o’clock breathed her 
last , leaving behind her a devoted husband and 
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scores of close friends to mourn her untimely end. 
After many days of suffering, Mrs. Ray was 

removed to St. Joseph’s Hospital, Friday, where 
she underwent an operation.  She rallied splendidly 
and felt much relief after the removal of an 
abscess, but later a relapse set in and this morning 
it was known by her friends that she could not 
survive the day.  Anxiously the hospital was 
queried from time to time until those who will 
mourn her loss were hushed by the knowledge that 
the Death Angel had called. 

The remains of the beloved Fairbanks matron 
have been moved to the Ray residence on Second 
Avenue, from which point the funeral will probably 
be held Thursday afternoon. 

 
The “News-Miner” is supporting the socialist ticket. 
=see next page. 
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THE LEGISLATURE. 
Delegate Wickersham has arrived in camp, and 

has told his story of the Home Rule bill, and politics 
are now being played in the formation of the first 
legislature for Alaska.  In five weeks more, that 
legislature will be elected. 

Only the Socialists have named a ticket so far -
only the Socialists and the Wickershamites have 
enough organization to get anywhere with.  It is not 
probable that the Democrats or Republicans will 
place a ticket in the field, for if they did it would only 
strengthen the chances of the Wickershamites or 
the Socialists.  While the Wickershamites have 
taken the advice of their leader and are not working 
en masse for a straight Wickersham ticket, all over 
the territory the Wickersham machine is grinding 
out candidates for the first legislature of Alaska.  
Henry Roden, of Wickersham & Roden, Iditarod, is 
a candidate for senator from this district.  Dan 
Sutherland, campaign manager for Wickersham, is 
a candidate for senator.  Every day the 
Wickersham leaders in this town are in 
consultation, figuring out how they can best slip a 
Wickersham man in the field, until every member 

from this district is a Wickershamite.  It now looks 
as though it would be a straight fight between the 
Socialists and the Wickershamites. 

The Citizen this morning boosts the Wickersham 
cause by saying that the news that a Socialist 
ticket has been elected would mean the ruination 
of this territory.  The statement is a thoughtless 
one, and entirely illogical.  So far as our knowledge 
goes, the election of a Socialist ticket never ruined 
any town, country or state or territory in the United 
States, and the first legislature of Alaska will not 
have the power to hurt Alaska to any appreciable 
extent-about the best it can do will be to start the 
political pot boiling again, with real territorial 
significance, and possibly extend the hold Judge 
Wickersham now has on this territory.  Too much 
power placed in the hands of one man is not a 
good thing for any new territory-it is easier to turn 
the territory over to a politician, than it is to wrest it 
from him afterward. 

 
We have sized up the Socialist ticket to the best 

of our ability, and we do not find the candidates to 
belong to the wrecker class.  They deserve as 
good a show as do the members of the 
Wickersham machine, and we believe they will be 
given a fair show.  The Socialists are the only 
people who are a menace to Wickershamism-the 
Democracy and the Republicanism of Alaska are a 
joke.  In the interests of a fair fight and a more 
even break than the people have yet received, it 
might be well for those who have not unquestioning 
faith in our delegate to encourage the Socialists a 
little. 
 
It is quite evident that Thompson of the News 
Miner is going to fight for the Socialist ticket - the 
N.C. & Joslin think in that way they can keep their 
control over the territory. 
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The Home Rule bill & the Interstate Commerce 
laws threaten the existence of transportation 
monopoly in Alaska, and of course the N.C. & N.N. 
Co., the Guggenheim’s & Joslin are determined to 
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put off the evil day as long as possible - they dare 
not, of course, come out in the open and make that 
kind of a fight so they begin the “back fire” tactics 
of trying to break me down in my efforts to carry it 
on.  They do not fear the Socialists, but welcome 
their success - it would create such a prejudice in 
Washington against the Territory that it would leave 
the Big Interests in control - and break down my 
well regulated efforts to control them. 
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[clipping] 

THE RESULT IN ALASKA 
THE ELECTION in Alaska was very significant 
about the state of public opinion in that region.  The 
candidate of the Progressive party was 
overwhelmingly elected; the Republican candidate 
was correspondingly buried, in spite of the 
prominence of the Taft boss of Alaska at the 
steam-roller convention in Chicago; the Socialist 
ran neck and neck with the Republican, although 
he had no money; and the Democrat, who ran on a 
violent anti-Pinchot platform, and was reported to 
have GUGGENHEIM’S support, was a very bad 
fourth.  The reports about Alaska public opinion 
which are sent about the United States by those 
interested in exploiting Alaska are scarcely borne 
by this election. 

{Colliers – Sep. 7-} 
Diary 22, 1912 
September 30 

[first page] 
 
J.F. Joynt. 
 501 East 88th St. 
  Chicago, Ill 
 
Chas. Beach 
6226 Lexington 
Cottage Grove Ave. to 
63rd Street 
Chicago, Ill 

Diary 22, 1912 
October 1 

October 1st, 1912. 
Mrs. Henry Ray’s death yesterday was a 
particularly sad one, and Henry is without a home 

or a rudder. She was a good brave woman and the 
strength of the family.  They have been our 
intimate friends, and he has been my agent and in 
charge of my business affairs here in Fairbanks for 
a year.  She will be buried on the 3rd. 
 
The three political organizations - the Democrats, 
Progressives & Republicans have each appointed 
a committee of 9 & this combination is trying to 
agree on 
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-1- 
two senators & four representatives to the First 
Alaska Legislature to run in opposition to the 
Socialist ticket already nominated. 

Octo 3rd. 
Mrs. Ray’s funeral today was largely attended - the 
Masons attended in a body out of respect. 
Rev. Condit repeated a brief but beautiful sermon -
her body was not buried but embalmed & remains 
in the undertaking establishment until Henry can 
take it outside to bury with her relatives in Idaho.  It 
was a sad day for Henry. 

Diary 22, 1912 
October 3 

-3- 
These editorials show the spleen & spirit of 
Thompson who renounced his American citizen 
ship at Dawson & became a Canadian - out of pure 
want of patriotism - for the Dollar! 
They show, too, the opposition which one must 
encounter who works patriotically and unselfishly 
for the country. 
 
[clipping] 
 

TANANA PUBLISHING CO. 
W.F. THOMPSON, Manager. 

“NON-PARTISAN.” 
Last night the personally-conducted “non-

partisan” meeting was held at the city hall, and a 
ticket selected for the legislature election.  Of the 
six offices to be filled, four of them were given to 
the Wickersham leaders of this district, and the 
other two were split among the Democrats and 
Republicans, to further split the anti-Wickersham 
opposition and render it of less weight. 
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For senators, Henry Roden, of the firm of 
Wickersham & Roden, Iditarod, and the 
Wickersham manager in Iditarod, and Dan 
Sutherland, Wickersham’s campaign manager, 
were selected.  Dan Driscoll, the Wickersham 
manager in Fairbanks (who “expects to keep on 
voting for Wickersham until he dies”), and J.J. 
Mullally, the creek manager for Wickersham, were 
selected as the Wickersham candidates for 
representatives, and to make the ticket seem non-
partisan they gave the other two places to Billy 
Burns of Chatham, and E.B. Collins of Dome. 
That ticket does not appeal to us.  We have no 
personal criticism of the candidates as decent men 
as could be found in this district who would take 
the offices if they were given to them, but it is the 
principle of the thing which does not appeal to us.  
Delegate Wickersham seemingly has a machine in 
Alaska, which, through the disorganization of the 
opposition 
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enables him to, year after year, drag down the 
delegate plum.  To further build up that machine 
until it places the entire control of Alaska in the 
hands of one man, no matter what that man’s 
name may be, seems poor business to us.  To 
elect to the legislature a great majority of 
Wickersham followers (and what is being done in 
this district to that end is being done in every 
district in the territory) would be to turn this territory 
and its destinies over to Delegate Wickersham, 
and we have not the slightest belief that such a 
course would be other than for the worst interests 
of Alaska.  While we may not be able to do much to 
defeat the Wickersham ends, we will promise to do 
all we can.  The majority of the voters of this district 
and the majority of the voters of Alaska do not 
believe in our delegate, and were they united there 
would be no danger, but they are not united. 

Apparently, there will be no other ticket in the 
field, except the Socialist ticket.  Therefore, the 
only thing we can see to do at present is to support 
the Socialist ticket.  No Socialist is a menace to 

Alaska, nor need the people have any fear of the 
Socialists.  They are untried as yet in office, and 
their doctrines of an even break for everyone are 
worth favorable mention as compared with the 
Wickersham doctrine, which is “everything for 
Wickersham.”  They can be depended upon to 
work for anything that means the advancement of 
the territory, in roads, trains or railroads, and 
Delegate Wickersham cannot. 
The friends of Alaska had best consider the 
Socialists, in the effort to save the territory from 
one man rule and exploitation. 
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THE LEGISLATURE. 
In entering upon the legislative campaign, we do 

so mostly with feelings of regret.  If we had a 
personal enemy on either ticket, and desired to go 
the limit to revenge ourselves upon that man, we 
would do everything in our power to accomplish his 
election to the first legislature of Alaska, fully 
assured that before his legislative career was 
ended he would get all that was coming to him. 

Those who heard Delegate Wickersham speak at 
the Auditorium will remember that, in every way in 
his power, he protected himself against the Alaska 
legislature.  “I have obtained the legislature for you, 
and it is yours to make it what you will.  Now, I 
wash my hands of it and it is yours, without 
interference or suggestion from me, to make the 
best or worst of.  Do as you will, but don’t blame 
me for the consequences,” was the sum and 
substance of his remarks regarding the legislature.  
He has said that he will take absolutely no hand in 
the coming delegate election-not mix in it in any 
way-and we are free to confess that we believe he 
means what he says in that respect.  Nobody 
knows better than Delegate Wickersham what a 
measly little doormat of a legislature it will be, and 
no man more than he has reason to wash his 
hands of the whole affair. 
The first legislature of Alaska will meet at Juneau in 
March next, and before they have been there 48 
hours they will wonder how they ever struggled to 
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get into that trap.  To inaugurate any reform in the 
territory; to enact any legislation, it is 
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necessary to have money to put such reform or 
legislation to work-and, the first legislature of 
Alaska will not have a dollar to spend.  They 
cannot even provide for the establishment of a 
quarantine, for that costs money, and they will 
have none.  There are only two ways in which they 
can obtain money with which to carry on the work 
of legislation, and those ways are to get it from an 
unwilling congress, or tax the people of Alaska by 
increasing the license tax, putting 1 per cent more 
tax on town lots and the stocks of merchants, or 
taxing the output of our mines.  In any event, they 
cannot obtain a dollar from congress during the 
first session-they CAN tax us more heavily, and 
they must do that, or do nothing during their first 
term.  The government will pay their mileage and 
salaries, but the total amount will not be sufficient 
to enable the members from this district to come 
out whole on the deal. 

The members from the Fourth division who go to 
Juneau and increase the burden of taxes upon the 
people of the Fourth district had best never return 
to this district.  The members from this district will 
come back financial losers from their trip to 
Juneau, and will have nothing done to their credit 
while there.  It is not a job that would appeal to a 
practical man.  There is only honor in it, and unless 
they play their cards right they will be accorded 
only dishonor by the people of the Fourth Division. 

It is to laugh. 
Diary 22, 1912 
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-5th - 
Henry T. Ray and I went out to Ester Creek today 
to inspect my placer claim - the Daly Bench. 
Examined it the best I could from the Surface - not 
working - & we had a beautiful day & good 
exercise. 

-6th – 
A son was this day born to Mr. & Mrs. C.D. 
McCauley - and I am informed he is to be named 
after me - the first of that name since “Indian 

Henry's son was named “Wickersham” - about 
1888 - on upper Nisqually, Pierce Co. Wash. Ter. 
Beautiful clear warm weather. 
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-8th - 
Busy with my private business - mining etc.  Went 
out to Ester Creek yesterday & looked over my 
“Daly Bench” & today I settled up with Henry T. 
Ray - paid him $1000 in gold dust, etc. 
My share of the output of Ester - Daly Bench was 
about $20,000. - out of that Henry paid my election 
expense and other bills & I have over $16,000 
remaining. 

Am busy today answering correspondence & will 
go out to Cleary Creek & the quartz mines 
tomorrow. 
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8th continued 
The News Miner in his editorials this evening dis-
closes its real purpose in supporting the Socialists - 
it is to make them carry Tom McGowan - the 
Guggenheim & N.C. attorney into the legislature: 
the editorials are: 
 
[clipping] 

FOR OUR COUNTRY’S GOOD. 
A number of well-known Republicans and 

Democrats held a meeting last evening to consider 
the question of naming another legislative ticket in 
the effort to prevent Alaska from the fate of one-
man rule. They carefully considered all phases of 
the matter, including candidates, and at the finish 
they unanimously decided to work for the Socialist 
ticket after substituting the names of Thomas A. 
McGowan for that of John Conna for the senate, 
and William E. Burns for that of Dan McCabe for 
representative.  But that they felt that it would be 
easier to elect Mr. McGowan, they would have 
declared for Mr. Conna.  In the matter of Mr. Burns, 
they declared that they believed him to be as good 
a Socialist as any of them. 

There is widespread belief that the territorial and 
district Wickersham leaders have overplayed 
themselves in attempting to grab every- 
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thing in sight that is not claimed by the Big Chief.  
Neither the majority of the Rep., or Dem., believe 
that the Wickershamites played fair with the regular 
parties in the matter of the “non-partisan” 
convention, for the manner in which they grabbed 
four out of six places on the ticket, giving the other 
two places to vote-getters from the creeks who 
would lend strength to the ticket, is viewed with 
suspicion-or worse.  The deal was carried through 
with such coarseness that men who went into the 
convention in good faith, prepared to go through to 
the end, have since bolted the ticket until the 
Wickershamites are having a hard time of it to get 
a campaign ticket of representative men to acts as 
sponsors for the ticket and work for its success.  
Every day increases the dissatisfaction with the 
Wickersham ticket, and today it is everybody else 
against the Wickershamites - anything or anybody 
to beat them.  
Nobody understands better than does Delegate 
Wickersham that a Socialist victory in the 
legislative election tends to the end of Wickersham 
rule in Alaska.  Statisticians have figured out that, 
during the 10 years Delegate Wickersham has 
been on the government payroll he has drawn 
from the public funds an amount very near 
$100,000, and, naturally, he will fight with every 
means at his command to maintain his hold on the 
pap bottle.  He realizes that, if the Socialists elect 
any number of members of the legislature from this 
district, after they have put in 60 days at Juneau 
attempting to make serious work of the gaudy little 
plaything he has handed them under the name of 
“home rule,” they will 
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return to this district and “bawl” that pitiful 
caricature of a home rule bill out for just what it 
really is.  The Socialists are working miners, and 
they have the confidence of their fellow miners, 
and if they come back and tell the pitiful story of 
what Delegate Wickersham has done to them and 
us in the name of “Home Rule,” their story will find 
belief among the workingmen of Tanana and the 

rule of Wickersham will be endangered.  Therefore, 
the Socialists have a hard fight on their hands, but 
they will find a multitude of true Alaskans with 
them-men who know nothing of Socialism and care 
less about it, but who realize that the only way to 
defeat the Wickersham ticket is through the 
Socialist Party. 
Alaska stands sorely in need of development along 
all lines.  We need railroads and trails, the opening 
up of our natural resources and the advancement 
of our people through the development of this 
territory. Owing to the falling-out of Mr. 
Wickersham and the Guggenheims before his first 
election, and the enmity aroused in him by the 
manner in which they later “bawled him out”, he 
has seemingly devoted all his efforts to retarding 
development in Alaska, lest development should in 
some way help the Guggenheims.  Never very 
eager to help railway building in Alaska, congress 
found a willing ally in Delegate Wickersham, who 
since his election has worked to tax and embarrass 
Alaska railroads in every way, rather than to assist 
them and procure better transportation facilities.  
He has opposed the betterment of the Fairbanks-
Chitina trail, on the grounds that it might help the 
N.C. Co. And, lastly, he is traveling with the 
conservation crowd, is prominent in con- 
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servation circles, and has worked and is working to 
keep the resources of Alaska tied up so that 
Alaskans cannot touch them-in fear that the 
Guggenheims might obtain those resources in the 
end.   He gave us a detention hospital, neglecting 
to provide for a place to put it - consequently we 
have no detention hospital.  He gave us a lien law 
which is no lien law - he posted a notice on his own 
claim that he would not be responsible for wages 
earned while working that claim, and here is the 
responsibility in such a case but upon the poor 
devil of a pick-and-shovel stiff?  And, lastly, he has 
given us a legislature which can do nothing 
because it has no money to put any reform to work 
or enforce any law the legislature may make.  His 
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bill provides a poorly-paid lot of legislative 
members, with the government paying them 
starvation wages - evidently, he believes that the 
chief and aim of man is to draw a salary from the 
government, and the manner in which the 
Wickersham bosses scramble for those positions 
evidences that they are of the same opinion.  To 
Alaskans who wish the territory to advance, the 
government payroll does not appeal. 
The Socialists if elected will work for the common 
good, and the advancement of the country.  They, 
unlike the Wickershamites, will have no derelictions 
of any leader to cover up, and when they find just 
what our legislature is - how powerless for good it 
is – they will come out bravely and inform congress 
in no uncertain terms, and suggest the needed 
improvements to make our 
legislature one in fact, rather than an aggregation 
of salary-drawing politicians. 
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They are the producers, and the burden falls upon 
them in the long run.  Send the Socialists to the 
legislature this year, and one-man rule in Alaska 
will be defeated forever. 

Hasten the day. 
 

THE BUDWEISER CANDIDATE. 
The Budweiser Saloon of Iditarod City has sent 

to almost every voter in Fairbanks a postal card 
containing the information that the Budweiser 
Saloon is making every effort to elect Henry Roden 
to the territorial senate, and asking the people of 
Fairbanks to help the Budweiser Saloon elect its 
candidate. 

Truly, Henry has plenty of assistance in his 
campaign.  He is the attorney for the 
Guggenheims, the candidate of the saloon men 
who are willing to spend their money to elect him; 
he is on the government payroll, and on the eve of 
election the District Attorney orders him to proceed 
to Ruby, at government expense, where he can 
reach the Rubyites in a house-to-house campaign 
and work with Territorial Boss Southerland for their 

mutual success. 
The phases of politics are peculiar, to say the 

least. 
 
I shall wait until the McGowan - Socialist Siamese 
twins are firmly joined - & then I shall challenge 
McGowan to joint debate. 
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-10th - 
Beautiful weather - warm - no snow. 
The Railroad Commission will be here tomorrow - 
on upper Tanana River - below Delta - now. 

Tom McGowan's “boom” for Senator to the 
Legislature has exploded. 
 
[clipping] 

FOR MEMBERS 
Alaska Legislature 

FOURTH DIVISION 
For Senators--- 

Dan Sutherland 
Henry Roden 

For Representatives--- 
Wm. T. Burns 
Dan Driscoll 
J.J. Mullaley 
E.B. Collins 

 
Diary 22, 1912 
October 11 

-11th - 
Telegraphic dispatches today report that Bullock 
and Houston, who conspired with Jarvis & the 
Guggenheims, to rob the Government in the coal 
contract at Valdes and Nome & on account of 
which Jarvis committed suicide, were found guilty 
by the jury in Tacoma yesterday! 

This was the matter over which I had my 
controversy with the Atty. Genl. G. W. Wickersham 
& it is a matter of great satisfaction to me to be 
sustained by the first decision on the facts. 
Poor Jarvis would have been found guilty, too. 

Diary 22, 1912 
October 12 

-12th - 
The Railway Commission will be in town today - it 
is on the last run & really ought to have got in last 
night.  
Ry. Com. appointed by the President 
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Major Morrow, U.S.A. Chairman  
Alfred H. Brooks, U. S. Geological Survey  
Lt. Com. Cox, U.S.N. & a  
Mr. Ingersoll, of N.Y. with their clerk & Deys, 
surveyor, reached town at noon. 
Joslin & Richmond, representing the Tanana Valley 
Ry & the Northern Navigation Co - & the Guggy- 
transportation interests generally, are very busy - 
trying to get hold of the Com’s. 

Diary 22, 1912 
October 12 

12 
The business men - miners & others gave the Ry. 
Com. a big banquet at the Auditorium Theatre 
tonight - tickets at $5.00 each. 
 
[clipping] 

“I want to assure you that the Alaska railroad 
commission is going to have a report in 
Washington between the Christmas holidays and 
the fourth of next March, on which, if Alaska does 
not get some action, everybody here may know 
that the blame may be placed on congress and not 
on the railroad commission.” 

Thus spoke Major Jay J. Morrow, the chairman 
of the railroad commission last night at the Native 
Products banquet, and such was the theme dwelt 
upon by every member of the commission, each of 
whom delivered himself or his impressions of the 
journey so far undertaken through the territory. 

Friendship, and a desire to help, was evidently 
the thought uppermost in the mind of each and 
every one of the visitors, and it is safe to say that 
there was not a man present who did not feel 
convinced that the destinies of interior Alaska, in so 
far as they may be helped by the coming of a 
railroad, can be safely intrusted to the care of the 
gentlemen selected by the president of the United 
States to investigate the needs of the territory in 
the matter of transportation. 
The banquet lasted for three full hours, and for the 
greater part of that time the floor was occupied by 
residents of the camp who had one or more 
reasons to urge on the commissioners why the 
road from the coast should be built to Fairbanks.  
Many of these reasons were, naturally, reiterated 

sometimes several 
Diary 22, 1912 
October 12 

12 
[clipping continued] 
times, but to the end, without the slightest evidence 
of being tired, in spite of their arduous experiences 
of the past few days on the trail, the gentlemen of 
the commission listened as intently as could only 
serious minded men on a serious mission.  That 
they were impressed with what they found in the 
heart of the territory was plainly evident.  That the 
impressions gained at the banquet will be lasting is 
confidently to be expected. 

The gathering was first addressed by President 
Nordale, of the Commercial club.  After a brief 
welcoming of the visitors and the drinking of a toast 
to the coming of the railroad to the Golden Heart of 
undertaken and many expressions were heard in 
regard to the excellent gathering of native products 
that had been made under the superintendence of 
Caterer Williams. 

With the cigars the conduct of the proceedings 
was turned over to Toastmaster Tom McGowan, 
who, with little preamble, introduced Delegate 
James Wickersham. 
Judge Wickersham, limiting his talk to a shorter 
period than was appreciated by his audience, said 
that it gave him great pleasure to welcome the 
commissioners who had been sent by the congress 
to investigate the needs of a railroad into the 
territory, and who had been appointed by the 
president of the United States because he had 
confidence in their ability, integrity and good 
judgment to aid in the development of the country.  
“For my part,” said the judge, “I have such faith in 
this commission that I pledge myself to support its 
report.  The delegate then quoted statistics in 
regard to the country, showing that while the 
United States government had spent, all told, 
including the purchase price of $7,200,000, about 
$35,000,000, the territory had paid back directly 
into the treasury of the United States already 
almost half that amount.  “No equal number of 
white men in the world ever produced in 45 years 
so much wealth as have the 
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Diary 22, 1912 
October 12 

12 
[clipping continued] 
people of Alaska during that period,” he said.  
While the placer mines might be played out in 
spots, he asserted, we are now going to the mother 
lode with its limitless possibilities. 

Judge Wickersham was succeeded by Falcon 
Joslin, referred to by the toastmaster as the 
Harriman of the North. Mr. Joslin said that he 
considered the coming of the railroad 
commissioners as not only an epoch in the history 
of the territory, but as one in the history of the 
nation.  He believed the commissioners were 
pioneers to as great an extent as any of those in 
the territory for they were the trail blazers of a 
departure in government methods that was of the 
greatest moment.  He referred, he said, to the 
proposition of the government construction and 
ownership of railroads. 

Mr. Joslin declared himself as willing to see the 
government build and own the railroads, but he 
was not yet accustomed to the idea of the 
government operating the roads.  He referred to 
the tremendous problem that is facing the railroad 
commission and stated that its physical features 
were not those of greatest importance.  There was 
also the standpoint of political economy on the part 
of the government owning the roads to be 
considered.  Referring to the short time at the 
disposal of the commission, he declared that while 
it might not be possible for the commission to 
report as to any particular route, he believed their 
report would ultimately lead to the development of 
the territory by railroads, not one line of railroad, 
but thousands of miles of railroads. 
Referring to the operation of the roads by the 
government, Mr. Joslin declared that he was in 
favor of the plan adopted by some of the larger 
Eastern cities in regard to their subways, that of 
building and owning and subsequent leasing of the 
roads to operating companies for a portion of the 
revenues.  Some 

Diary 22, 1912 
October 12 

12 
[clipping continued] 

such system, he believed, would work well in 
Alaska.  He asserted that if the government should 
build railroads in Alaska, the territory would be able 
to support them, and that if the government should 
attach the cost of the railroads to the railroads 
money would be returned to the government in 30 
or 40 years at the most. 

referring to the resources of the territory, Mr. 
Joslin spoke of the visit of the commission during 
the afternoon to the experimental farm, where they 
had been shown oat crops that went 115 bushels 
to the acre and wheat that went 67 bushels to the 
acre.  Potatoes had been raised there, fifteen tons 
to the acre.  Asked by some of the members of the 
commission how great was the yield on some of 
the land, Superintendent Neal had replied that it 
“was too big to be true.” 

Speaking of Dr. Brooks, one of the members of 
the commission, Mr. Joslin said he was one of the 
real pioneers of the Tanana valley, having been 
here fourteen years ago at a time when he saw 
only two white men in the district.  He could not, he 
said, forecast what Dr. Brooks’ feeling must be at 
this time to see before him such development as 
has taken place in the valley since his first visit. 

Mayor Driscoll was then called upon and he 
extended to the visiting commissioners the 
hospitality of the city and told them that if there was 
anything they wanted that they could not see that 
they should ask for it as it undoubtedly could be 
produced. 

Roden Davis, an Alaska product, was then called 
on for a song, and he made a big hit with “Bottled 
up Alaska.” 
A.R. Heilig told of having lived on the Atlantic 
seaboard, the prairie states and the Pacific coast 
and of how he preferred Alaska to any of them as a 
place of abode.  He believed the territory could 
produce finer celery than Kalamazoo and that 

Diary 22, 1912 
October 12 

12 
[clipping continued] 
there was here a million acres for the finest 
agricultural land.  So far as coal was concerned, he 
believed we had enough to last a million years at 
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the present rate of consumption.  Referring to Dr. 
Brooks, he said that he believed that the popular 
member of the commission was the only man in 
the world that Delegate Wickersham had to fear 
when it came to a matter of re-election.  He had 
heard men all over the country swear by Dr. 
Brooks but none of them at him.  In 
contradistinction to Mr. Joslin, he believed in a 
government built, owned and operated railroad and 
he believed that, with Mr. Joslin’s exception, the 
country was unanimous in that regard. 

Major Jay J. Morrow, the chairman of the railroad 
commission, opened his talk with several felicitous 
remarks with reference to his selection by the rest 
of the commission as the spokesman of the trip.  
Referring to the appointment of the commission he 
regretted that there had been delay in the final 
arrangements in regard to its getting to work.  Had 
it not been for the long session of congress, the 
commission would have been able to get to work 
much sooner, and “there is absolutely  no question 
that Alaska would have been redeemed in six 
months if we could have gotten up here in time.” 

‘This commission is going to get in a report 
between Christmas holidays and the fourth of next 
March, when congress will adjourn, which, if 
Alaska does not get some action on, everybody 
here may know that the blame may be placed upon 
congress and not upon the commission.” 
The major then detailed the route that the 
commission intends to follow, stating that from 
Fairbanks the members will go to the coast by way 
of Cordova and from that place to Skagway, where 
the White Pass road will be examined and then the 
proposed terminus at Haines.  After that it is the 
intention to go to 

Diary 22, 1912 
October 12 

12 
[clipping continued] 
Prince Rupert to inspect the terminus of the 
Canadian road and the journey east will be made 
over the Canadian Pacific railroad for the purpose 
of observing methods in vogue on that system. 

Major Morrow then stated that it was not so much 
the mineral as the agricultural possibilities of the 

territory that had to be considered, as these best 
demonstrated the permanency of a population.  He 
stated that in the course of their trip they had found 
a difference of opinion as to the coast point from 
which the railroad should start, but none as regards 
the proposition that its interior terminus should be 
in the Tanana valley. 

As to the settlement of the territory the chairman 
of the commission stated that the members of his 
party had appreciated the difficulties that had been 
encountered and overcome by the pioneers.  Had 
the oldtimers who first inhabited Virginia and some 
of the older states met up with half of them he 
believed the population of the United States would 
at this day be about as big as that of Fairbanks.  
He had seen enough in his travels through Alaska 
to hope that each and every member of the 
commission would be one of the party officiating at 
the ceremony of driving the golden spike of 
Alaska’s first railroad, built from the coast to an 
interior point, which would start the opening up of 
the wealth of the territory. 

Dr. Brooks was then called upon and he opened 
his remarks with the statement that he was sure 
the commission would pull together.  He had in the 
course of the past two days, seen them pushing 
together.  (This with reference to the automobile 
incident or accident at Richardson, when the 
commissioners assisted the Samuelson car back to 
town after an unsuccessful start with the Ross auto 
for Munson’s). 
Continuing Dr. Brooks laid stress on the necessity 
of the agricultural development of the territory and 
re- 

Diary 22, 1912 
October 12 

12 
[clipping continued] 
ferred shortly to his early experiences in the valley. 

Commissioner Leonard B. Cox, told of the 
expansion of a story he had told of an early 
experience of his in one of the tropical islands.  He 
had essayed the propagation of some green peas, 
encouraged thereto by the fertility of the soil, but, 
while the peas were a failure, the sticks he had 
planted alongside of them for support made a 
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marvelous growth.  He had detailed this experience 
to an uncle, who in repeating the story to a friend, 
so colored it that the nephew’s experience was 
somewhat enlarged. It was made to appear that 
while sowing the peas, he had come into the house 
for dinner and inadvertently left the hoe sticking in 
the ground.  When he went back after the evening 
meal, he was somewhat surprised to find a new 
crop of hickory nuts growing on the hoe handle.  
When he goes back home, said the commissioner, 
he will be quite prepared to tell quite as big a yarn 
in regard to what he has seen in Alaska. 

“My prayer to the Great Jehovah is that I shall be 
allowed to play some part in the pioneering of this 
great territory,” he concluded. 

Mr. Ingersoll, the civil engineer of the 
commission, who is connected with the 
engineering department of the City of New York, 
said he was already beginning to feel like a 
sourdough.  At any rate, what with hot cakes for 
breakfast and at night he was getting the 
sourdough into his system.  He was feeling the 
thrill of the North, and already felt as though he 
wanted to get back even though he had not yet left.  
He expressed surprise at what he had seen on the 
trip and felicitated those present on the fine town 
he had found Fairbanks to be. 
Bill McPhee was then called on and told of some of 
his old-time experiences and then Tom Marquam 
spoke for the “roughnecks,” urging that ninety per 
cent of the development of the country was entirely 
due to their efforts. 

Diary 22, 1912 
October 12 

12 
[clipping continued] 

Jack Ronan then spoke briefly and Albert Bell 
was called on for a song.  He responded with 
“Mary,” and was vociferously encored.  He then 
sang “Annie Laurie.” 

R.F. Roth took for his theme the Native Sons and 
Daughters and then spoke of the inestimable 
benefits to be derived from a government built, 
owned and operated railroad. 

Frank Gordon referred to the 1917 exposition 
and convulsed the audience with a Scotch story. 

E.G. Rowden, of the Alaska Exploration 
company, spoke in regard to the benefits to be 
derived from a railroad, in so far as the reduction of 
the cost of mining operations were concerned and 
then W.F. Whitely gave one of his inimitable 
whistling solos. 

Martin Harrais told a story and made some 
pertinent remarks concerning the subject most at 
heart and Judge Adams invited the commission to 
visit the school. 

Jack Sale told something of development of 
quartz in the district and then the banquet was 
brought to a close by the singing of “Auld Lang 
Syne.” Major Morrow and Roden Davis leading the 
chorus. 

This morning the commissioners will be taken out 
to the creeks by the board of the Commercial club.  
In the party will also be Judge Wickersham, Falcon 
Joslin, J.L. Sale and R.A. Jackson the surveyor.  
The party will go out on the electric car, starting at 
8 o’clock, and will be met by stages at Gilmore.  
The stop over night will be made at Cleary, and the 
party will return to town on Monday morning. 
Yesterday afternoon the commissioners were the 
guests of Falcon Joslin at luncheon at the Arcade.  
An object lesson was afforded them in regard to 
the products of the valley by some tomatoes 
provided for the repast by Mr. A.R. Heilig.  None of 
these tomatoes weighed less than 1 ½ lbs, and 
they were objects of wonderment to the visitors.  
The auditorium was taxed to its capacity to hold the 
big crowd in 

Diary 22, 1912 
October 12 

12 
[clipping continued] 
attendance at the banquet, the plates set totaling 
nearly two hundred.  The decorations of the hall 
were patriotic in theme, the Stars and Stripes 
draping balconies and stage.  On the latter was 
gathered the exhibit of native vegetables, grains 
and flowers, and these were much admired by the 
visitors.  A four-piece orchestra furnished music 
throughout the evening. 

The members of the railroad commission arrived 
in Fairbanks yesterday shortly after noon, having 
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made the last leg of the journey from the Munson’s 
on the Parker automobile.  Bronzed by sun and 
wind they appeared to have benefited rather than 
suffered from their rather strenuous trip from 
Valdez. 

The party was made up of Major J.J. Morrow, 
corps of engineers of the United States army, 
chairman of the board; Alfred H. Brooks, United 
States geological survey, vice-chairman; 
Lieutenant – Commander Leonard M. Cox, United 
States navy; Colin H. Ingersoll, civil engineer, of 
New York City; E. Williams, secretary to the board; 
and Henry Deyo, civil engineer, of Valdez. 
The details of the trip over the trail from the coast 
have been related in this paper up to the time that 
the commissioners reached Richardson and from 
there proceeded to Washburn on Friday morning.  
From that point they proceeded by stage at Salcha, 
where the Parker auto, sent out by the Commercial 
club, was waiting.  The stop was made there for 
the night and an early start was made yesterday 
morning, the party coming through with the car 
without a hitch. 
 
It was good cheer & good feeling - a successful 
banquet 

Diary 22, 1912 
October 13 

-13th – 
half dozen of us accompanied the Railway 
Commissioners to the creeks today.  We went to 
the Loop-Gilmore on Joslin’s train & thence with 
two stages up Pedro and over the hill to Cleary - 
Examined Rhoads quartz mines & inspected that & 
other quartz mills - put up for the night at log hotel 
in Cleary. 

-14th – 
Back over the Cleary hill - Tony Grossman, Alfred 
H. Brooks, Major Morrow & I went trough 
Grossman’s tunnels etc. on the Tanana Quartz & 
Hy. Co. grounds between Chatham & Bedrock 
creeks. 

Diary 22, 1912 
October 13-15 

14 
Back to the Loop and into Town by train. 
Tonight the Pioneers of Alaska admitted Brooks to 
membership & made Morrow, Cox & Ingersoll 

honorary members, -all were much pleased there 
at. 

-15- 
The Alaska Ry. Commission left this morning on 
the stage bound outside - Joslin & Volney 
Richmond went out on the same stage!! 

Joslin has labored hard to convince the people 
here that he is entirely responsible for the creation 
of the Commission etc. 

Diary 22, 1912 
October 15 

-15- 
[clipping] 

Amid the farewells of a big crowd of 
Fairbanksans, the members of the Alaska railroad 
commission left the Nordale hotel yesterday 
morning at 8:15 o’clock headed for Chitina.  The 
party, consisting of Major Jay J. Morrow, Alfred H. 
Brooks, Leonard M. Cox, Colin H. Ingersoll, C.E. 
Williams, Henry Deyo, {Falcon Joslin and Volney 
Richmond}, will make the trip in an Orr stage, 
drawn by six horses.  Al Lipp, the veteran stage 
driver, held the reins when the rig pulled out 
yesterday morning with bells a-ringing. 

Because of the illness of Mr. Ingersoll, the stage 
did not plan to go farther than Munson’s the first 
day.  As the trail is in good shape, the traveling, it 
is expected, will not be at all difficult. 

Aside from the members of the commission,  the 
party included Mr. Williams, their clerk, Henry 
Deyo, civil engineer of Valdez, Falcon Joslin, 
president of the Tanana Valley railway, and Volney 
Richmond, superintendent of Alaska stations of the 
Northern Commercial company. 

 
Notice that Joslin & Richmond went along as 
chaperones! 

Diary 22, 1912 
October 18 

-18- 
Attended the Pioneers Ball with Mrs. W- for an 
hour, - after dinner with Mr. & Mrs. St George. 
Working at home building sidewalks, repairing 
house, etc.  Nothing much doing - the camp is 
quiet - quartz talk and prospecting on the increase. 
It now -looks as if this would be a real quartz camp 
- with a permanent future.  Am trying to get to the 
Chena Hot Springs, but the weather is soft - trails 
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ditto, and my time short. 
Busy setting up my private business so that I can 
go outside & leave nothing undone. 

Diary 22, 1912 
October 22-24 

-22nd – 
It has been snowing and colder - not to zero - 
laying the foundations for good roads. 
Debbie was sick last night - a headache etc. she is 
not as well this winter and seems to dread the trip 
out over the trail. 

-24th – 
Received telegram from Acting Gov. Wm. L. Distin, 
saying: “To which address to you wish the 
certificate of your election mailed Fairbanks or 
Washington, D.C.?” 
I answered Washington and asked him to send me 
the total vote cast for each candidate. 

Diary 22, 1912 
October 25 

-Octo. 25th – 
Judge Fuller of Nome, but appointed District Judge 
for this Division reached Fairbanks last evening. 
 
[clipping]  

NOTIFY DELEGATE 
OF HIS ELECTION 

Wickersham Receives Wire 
from Juneau Giving 

Election Totals. 
Delegate James Wickersham was advised 

yesterday by Acting Governor William L. Distin that 
the certificate of election had been signed and 
would be forwarded to him at Washington.  The 
official returns, as compiled by the office of the 
governor, give the candidates the following 
standing: 
Wickersham 3,335 
Gilmore  1,726 
Krauczunas 1,686 
Jennings 1,174 
Harris     281 
Scattering      16 

Total Vote 8,220 
Wickersham’s percentage of the total vote was 

40; Gilmore’s 21, Krauczunas’ 20; Jennings’ 14. 
Delegate and Mrs. Wickersham leave here 
November 7, as the short session of the present 

congress opens on December 5. 
Diary 22, 1912 
October 28 

-28th – 
Went out to the Creeks on Saturday (26th) & 
directed two men who were to do the assessment 
work on my quartz claim - the “Cadet” - on the 
divide between Fox & Dome Creeks. 
Things very quiet - no excitement over either the 
National or the Territorial elections - it seams to me 
that Wilson will be elected President. 
John J. Dillon took dinner with me tonight - I 
promised him my assistance in case he is a 
candidate for District Judge, which he will be if 
Wilson is elected. 

Diary 22, 1912 
October 31-
November 5 

-Oct 31st – 
Vice Pres. James S. Sherman, died in Utica, N.Y. 
yesterday. 

Beautiful winter weather. 
Nov. 1,st 1912 

Sent $12,750 to myself care W. H. Parsons, 
Seattle, Wash. today.  Busy getting ready to go 
Outside next Thursday - 
Debbie giving Whist Party this afternoon. 

Nov 5th 
Election Day. 

Beautiful day - fine for election - change in the 
Home Rule bill a good one. 

Diary 22, 1912 
November 5 

5 
The Home Rule bill changes the date of elections 
from August to the first Tuesday after the first 
Monday in Nov, - said it was a good thing to do. 
Trails are good & the people can move better than 
in August. 

Much interest in Election here - the Legislature 
candidates are very numerous and very busy - 
McGowan, Guggenheim and N.C. attorney is 
fighting Henry Roden viciously. 
I delivered a half hours talk on the development of 
government in Alaska before the High school 
classes today - enjoyed it. 

Diary 22, 1912 
November 6  

Nov. 6th 1912. 
Meager telegraphic dispatches are that Wilson is 
elected President - Taft, third. 

Our Non-Partisan ticket is elected in this division 
-McGowan is beaten by Henry Roden by a good 
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big majority. 
Valentine was defeated - it is the one thing I am 
sorry about for Valentine deserved better of the 
people of that district. 

Baldwin & Boyle are both elected - and Milo 
Kelly.  Altogether it is a good legislative ticket - the 
Big Int. gained little. 

Diary 22, 1912 
November 6 

6 
[clipping] 

DAILY NEWS-MINER, WEDNESDAY, NOV 6, 
1912 

NON-PARTISANS WIN 
IN FOURTH DIVISION 

Returns Indicate that the Socialists and 
Independents Could 

Not Muster Enough Support to  
Land the Legislative Po- 

sitions - Tom McGowan Gets 
a Big Vote in the Fairbanks  
           Precinct. 

It was after 1 o’clock last night when the final 
ballot was counted and it was learned that with the 
exception of one place for senator the Non-
Partisan ticket led for all the offices. 
Tom McGowan, who had been running 
independently, received the highest vote for 
senator, or a vote of 308, as against 300 for Dan 
Sutherland and 257 for Henry Roden.  The 
remaining vote for senator was: Jack Brooks, 153; 
John Conna, 90; Mark Manson, 5; A. Brunning, 5; 
Burns, 1; Rhoads, 1; Robe, 3.  In the city the Non-
Partisan candidates for representatives led by a 
safe margin, the vote being:  Burns, 430; Mullaly, 
407; Collins, 368; Driscoll, 361; Estby, 236; 
McCabe, 166; Dittemer, 153; King, 137; Ledger, 2; 
McGowan, 1; Powers, 4; Roden, 1; and Jepson, 3. 

Diary 22, 1912 
November 6 

6 
[clipping continued] 
A total of 655 ballots were cast, of which 30 were 
spoiled. 

The creeks showed a decided preference for the 
most part for the Socialist candidates as did Eagle, 
Hot Springs and Tanana.  Chena picked the Non-
Partisan ticket with McGowan as one of the 

senators.  Gilmore voted for the Socialist ticket 
except as to McGowan for senator and Billy Burns 
for representative. 

At Circle the voters picked McGowan and Roden 
for senators and divided the representative jobs 
between the two tickets. 

After the returns from Ruby came in with the 
strong vote for the Fusion ticket, it was evident that 
ticket had been elected all the way down the line. 

Following is the vote in the various precincts 
reported to date except as to scattering votes: 

 
PRECINCTS - Brooks  Conna  McGowan  
Sutherland    
Chena     13   5           14    8 
Circle       4   2      25    1 
Eagle     35 30      13  15 
Ester     48 30      26       34 
Fairbanks             153 90    308           300 
Fort Gibbon     50 28      23             43 
Gilmore     12   3      35      7 
Graehl     29 22      22  41 
Hot Springs     64 34      11  52 
Lower Cleary     22 17      23  44 
Lower Dome     25 23        8  14  
Lower Fairbanks       1 ...        5    4 
Lower Goldstream   9   7        3    7 
Pedro       9   7        4    6 
Ruby, Glen, Long 105 56      45           397 
Upper Cleary     49 41      10  38  
Upper Dome     14   9        5  19 
Upper Fairbanks    12 10      11  15 
Vault     20 14        1    3     
Washburn       3   2        9    6 
 
PRECINCTS - Roden  Burns     Driscoll      Mullally 
Chena     15 24      13             17 
Circle       8   9      12               5 
Eagle     13 19      20  16 
Ester     23 41      28  41 
Fairbanks             257       430    361           407 
Fort Gibbon     43          44      44    34 
Gilmore       5          18      12  17 
Graehl     42 48      50  53 
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Hot Springs     51 38      43  39 
Lower Cleary     28 33      38  47 
Lower Dome     11 21      14  22 
Lower Fairbanks       4   6        6    2 
Lower Goldstream   6   5        5    8 
Pedro       4   7        7    7 
Ruby, Glen, Long 385        375    365           368 
Upper Cleary     33  39      33  37 
Upper Dome     11  19      16  19 
Upper Fairbanks    11  13      16  10 
Vault       3    5        3    3 
Washburn       3    8        7  10 
  
PRECINCTS Collins    Estby McCabe     
Dittemer  
Chena 12 11        9    5  
Circle 4   6        7  11  
Eagle 18 15      11  12  
Ester 25 69      46  40  
Fairbanks 368          236    166           153  
Fort Gibbon 37 57      47  47  
Gilmore 5 14      16  12  
Graehl 47 34      32  26  
Hot Springs 38 79      61  46  
Lower Cleary 35 29      36  26  
Lower Dome 16 31      30  21  
Lower Fairbanks      2 ...        6    6  
Lower Goldstream    5 14        9  10  
Pedro        7   9        9    9  
Ruby, Glen, Long  371 102      79           103 
Upper Cleary     34 51      52  55  
Upper Dome     19 15      14  12  
Upper Fairbanks     14 33      32  33 
Vault 2 14      20  16  
Washburn 5   5        3    3    
 
PRECINCTS  King 
Chena    5 
Circle    4 
Eagle  16 
Ester  41 
Fairbanks                 137 
Fort Gibbon  44 
Gilmore  16 

Graehl  29 
Hot Springs  53 
Lower Cleary  21 
Lower Dome  22 
Lower Fairbanks     1 
Lower Goldstream    9 
Pedro    9 
Ruby, Glen, Long   95 
Upper Cleary  45 
Upper Dome  11 
Upper Fairbanks   32 
Vault  14 
Washburn               3 

Diary 22, 1912 
November 6 

6 
The “News-Miner” of this afternoon has the 
following characteristic editorial: 
 
[clipping} 

THE ELECTION. 
The nation went Democratic and the Territory 

went Wickersham, that is the Story, in a nutshell. 
It seems as though the verdict is entirely a natural 
one.  When things become unbearable in  
nation, state, or territory, the people, quite 
naturally, blame the government - the men who 
have  
the machinery of government in their hands.  It 
seems that conditions in nation, state and territory 
are about as bad as they can be, and the people 
have taken the reins in their own hands and 
elected a new administration, in the hope of better 
things.  While it will take many years to change the 
system under which things have been run by the 
Republicans uninterruptedly for the past 12 years, 
the Democrats are pledged to undertake the work, 
and the people will give them great praise if they 
make any material headway in the effort to better 
conditions. 
In the territory the result is also a natural one. 
Alaska has been mismanaged by the Republicans 
until almost all of the resources of the territory are 
tied up.  As a protest Alaskans send a man to 
congress who works to embarrass the government 
in every way, just as the people of Alaska wish him 

 13



Alaska State Library – Historical Collections         Diary of James Wickersham  
MS 107 BOX 3 DIARY 22  Oct. 1, 1912 through June 8, 1913 

to do - the effort ends there, however, for he also 
works with the conservationists to keep our 
resources tied up, and all his efforts seem to be 
against Alaska getting better roads and trails, more 

Diary 22, 1912 
November 6 

6 
[clipping continued] 
freedom in any way or intelligent administration.  
Still he has quite a number of followers in Alaska 
who will not believe their own eyes or ears when 
the delegate goes wrong, and they are well 
organized. Being the only body of politicians in 
Alaska who are well organized, they can carry 
Alaska -it is no secret that they will always be able 
to carry Alaska and perpetuate Wickershamism 
here, so long as the other politicians are fighting 
among themselves, and for political gain.  All 
parties help the Wickershamites-when the grafters 
of any party obtain control of that party in Alaska 
and seek to use it for their own profit, the other 
honest men of that party put in with the 
Wickershamites.  The territory advances none, but 
to the contrary, but Wickershamism grows and 
thrives, as it can only do in time of trouble. 

The result in Tanana in the legislative election, 
aside from the success of the Wickersham ticket, 
contained several surprises.  John Canna, the 
director of the Socialist campaign and the editor of 
the Socialist campaign sheet, is shown to have 
polled the smallest vote of any Socialist on the 
ticket, indicating that it is easier to control a 
referendum than an election.  The Socialists polled 
their largest vote for Ben Estby, showing that the 
Socialist strength in this district does not exceed 
394 at voting time.  Dan Driscoll polled the vote of 
the Wickershamites in town, and his vote in the 
Tanana is 642, which may be safely called the 
Wickersham strength-it is certain that Dan lost no 
vote among the Wickershamites.  In the senatorial 
fight, Thos. A. McGowan polled the largest vote of 
all candidates in Tanana, getting 526 votes.  
Considering the fact that his candidacy was only 
announced at the eleventh hour, and was not taken 
seriously even by Tom, it is evident that, had he 
made the campaign from the start and put his 

friends in Iditarod to work, he would today lead the 
poll for the senatorship. 
So far as Alaska or Tanana are concerned, the 
only appreciable result for the good of this territory 
lies in the election of Woodrow Wilson.  He is a 
student and a scholar, and on the square.  All his 
life he has been a student and a teacher, and the 
money feature of life does not appeal to him-he is 
too old to catch the disease now.  For his honor 
and name, he will give the people a square deal, 
and the moneyed men will not run the 
administration of the United States through him.  
Every step he takes along the lines of progress and 
reform will be “knocked” by the money power.  The 
reduction of the tariff to lower the high cost of living 
will be followed by lockouts, shutdowns and 
inactivity in the mills and factories; men will be 
thrown out of work and money withdrawn from 
circulation to embarrass any movement which 
means smaller profits for the millionaires, and the 
subsidized magazines and newspapers will lay the 
blame to the administration.  However, the people 
of the United States are thoroughly aroused over 
conditions as they are, and will give the new 
administration every chance to make good, and 
there is hope for Alaska therein, for Woodrow 
Wilson is a conservationist who believes in the 
conversation of human life, and not in the 
conservation of our natural resources - the latter 
the belief of our Delegate. 

Diary 22, 1912 
November 6 

6 
[clipping continued] 

As for the Wickersham legislature, all they can 
do is to cover up the defects of the bill which 
places the territory in their hands.  They have the 
time, but they haven’t the price or the opportunity 
to do anything more at Juneau. 

 
Fairbanksans Will Gather To- 

night to Honor Delegate 
Wickersham 

ON THE EVE OF DEPARTURE 
The Banquet Starts at 9 

O’clock-E.B. Collins,  
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Toastmaster. 
With local and national elections safely laid 

away, politicians of the city will feel in a mood 
for a big feed, hence, there will be a gathering of all 
complexions at the Auditorium tonight when the 
loyal Wickershamites give a farewell banquet in 
honor of Delegate Wickersham. 

This afternoon there had been 100 tickets sold 
and they were then going fast at Hall’s Book store 
and Rose Cigar store, for many, not supporters of 
the delegate, will join in the love feast. 

The banquet will start at 9 o’clock, E.B. Collins 
will act as toastmaster. 

Delegate Wickersham will make the principal 
address of the evening, but there will be talks by 
several others. 

Jeff Gear and Pete Bucholz have charge of the 
banquet in their capacity as chefs. 
The beverages to be served will consist of 
cocktails, Budweiser, claret and soft drinks. 

Diary 22, 1912 
November 7 

Nov. 7th  
[clipping]  

FAREWELL FEAST 
TO WICKERBHAM 

IS BIG SUCCESS 
Hundreds Gathered Around 

Banquet Board and Bid 
  Farewell to Delegate, Who 

Starts Today for States. 
STORIES AND TALKS 

WERE INTERESTING 
Gathering Was Harmonious 

One, and Those Who At- 
tended Did Not Regret It. 

 Collins Was Toastmaster. 
In honor of Delegate James Wickersham, who 

leaves this morning on the Orr stage for the 
Outside, over a hundred of his Fairbanks friends 
and supporters Gathered at the Auditorium last 
evening in a farewell banquet.  Numerous talks 
were made during  the course of the banquet and 
there was no lack of good feeling evident.  Songs 
interspersed the informal talks, and the three hours 
passed as one. 

Diary 22, 1912 
November 7 

-7- 
[clipping continued] 

Mayor Driscoll introduced the toastmaster, E.B. 
Collins, one of the recently elected representatives 
to the first Alaskan legislature.  Mr. Collins presided 
during the evening and acquitted himself well as a 
witty and interesting toastmaster. 

Judge Wickersham spoke at length to the 
assembled banqueters at the beginning of the 
bread-breaking, and touched upon matters of 
political importance to Alaskans.  The audience 
was an attentive one throughout. 

A.R. Heilig, T.A. McGowan, Judge Louis K. Pratt, 
Judge Erwin, Judge Dillon, R.F. Roth and others 
spoke during the evening and all their speeches 
were listened to by the banqueters with unusual 
attentive interest.  As nearly all of the speakers 
were of various political faiths, many references to 
their opponents were made, all in a good-natured 
and jocular manner.  Albert Bell and Tom Gillies 
sang during the evening.  “Big Bill” McPhee also 
addressed the assembled Fairbanksans and told 
one of his inimitably funny stories. 

There was no lack of eatables, and as for the 
liquid refreshments, an able committee did its duty 
nobly. 

At the close of the banquet, each of those who 
attended, bade Judge Wickersham farewell, 
wishing him a pleasant journey to his lawmaking 
duties at Washington. 

 
Left Fairbanks this morning at 9 o’clock on the 
stage -a four horse wagon - bound for the Outside.  
Besides Mrs. W- 

Diary 22, 1912 
November 7-8 

7 
& me there are on the stage Mr. & Mrs. J.J. 
Crossley (U.S. Dist Atty) & baby, Mifs Lenore Hyde 
(Mrs. C’s sister) Mr. A.R. Heilig & a Mrs. Julia 
Masterson (“Julia B”).  Dinner at Bylers and tonight 
at Munsons Road House at the mouth of the 
Salcha. 

-8th – 
Salcha to Cap. Martens at the Delta.  Crossed the 
Tanana in a row boat while the ice is running 
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strong. Dropped my purse & before I discovered 
my loss of some of my paper money - about $80 or 
$100 - flew in the river & was lost - a fool & his 
money are soon parted! 

Diary 22, 1912 
November 9-10 

9th 
From Washburn - Delta - to Sullivan’s Road House 
-on the Cut off - south of the Tanana - 23 miles - 
only -and remained here for the night. 
Harry Martin - stage driver this far - drove us - 
Debbie & I - out this far in 1907 - Bill Killby - drives 
the stage tomorrow from here to Donnelly’s. 

-10th – 
Sullivan’s to Donnelly’s. 
Jim Geoghegan is Road House Keeper here.  
Road rough and bad from Sullivan’s but the 
weather is good - clear and just about zero all the 
time. 

Diary 22, 1912 
November 11-12 

-11th – 
Donnelly’s - Rapids - Millers.  John Bauman runs 
the Millers & gave us a fine dinner.  This is the 
McDavitt’s R. H. where we - Debbie & I - landed 
the night 3 or 4 years ago after a night storm which 
threatened us and the company with us. 

-12th – 
Crossed the Alaskan range summit today - Miller - 
Yosts - Paxsons.  We are at Paxsons tonight - in 
1904 Bob Cole & I camped here - then- known as 
“Brush Camp” - on my first trip with dogteam from 
Valdes to Fairbanks. 

Diary 22, 1912 
November 13-14 

-13th – 
Came from Paxsons - Myers - to Sourdough Road 
House. Weather still good - still about zero. 
Debbie is not standing the trip as well as usual - it 
is tiresome riding in the sled day after day. 
we had the wagon from Fairbanks to miller road 
house -double enders sleds from there to Paxsons 
and the big state bob sleds today - & tomorrow. 

-14th – 
Sour Dough to Gulkana.  Buck Hoyt still runs this 
road-house - Mrs. Yeager in charge - Dick 
Gilleneau cook. 

Diary 22, 1912 
November 15-16 

-15 – 
Gulkana to Willow Creek.  Stopped an hour at 
Copper Center for lunch - Blix’s will get charge of 

their old place in two weeks – [Wickersham wrote 
across the top of this entry:  Frank Bingham] 

-16th – 
Willow Creek to Tonsina.  Jake Nefsted - “Tonsina 
Jake runs this place it is a fine house & well kept.  
We took lunch today with Kenny at his road house 
- he is a strong political booster of mine - and 
formerly from Buckley. 
Roads hard & very rough. 

Diary 22, 1912 
November 17 

-17th – 
Tonsina, to Chitina. 
Arrived here at an early hour this afternoon - we 
came on wagon from Copper Center - cobble 
stones are soft in comparison with the hard frozen 
rough roads - Debbie lost her hand satchel with her 
toilet articles - money & certificates of deposit of 
$500- thinks she left it at Tonsina. 
All of our party goes to the “Overland Hotel” - 
Horace Leach’s - no train to Cordova until Tuesday 
- baths for all - needed. 

Diary 22, 1912 
November 18-19 

-18th – 
Resting & cleaning up - meeting the people etc. 

-19th – 
Chitina to Cordova over the Copper River & N.W. 
Ry -clear, cold & dry at Chitina - half way down it 
was snowing - 5 feet of snow - at Cordova warm & 
raining. 
We went to the Rainier-Grand Hotel - kept by my 
friend Harry Thisted - who gave us a fine room with 
a bath.  Visited by many of my friends - political & 
otherwise. Cordial reception. 

Diary 22, 1912 
November 20 

-20th – 
Debbie resting - very tired & worn - I am visiting 
and consulting with my friends.  Barnett & his 
attorneys & Geo. Smith - many others got in this 
afternoon on the steamer “Mariposa” 
Leave Debbie in Cordova and I go over to Valdes 
on Mariposa - left at 4:30 this afternoon. 
The criminal cases against Barnett - Parsons et. al. 
ready for trial here.  Attys. Fink, West, Heilig, 
Crossley Gibson, Tozier aboard - 
Valdes - 10:30 tonight 

Diary 22, 1912 
November 21 

-21st – 
Valdes visiting my friends.  Boyle, Wikidel, Ingram, 
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etc.  Made a talk tonight in the court room to a 
large crowd, - subject - the Home Rule Bill & what 
the Legislature may do under it - 
The “Prospector” - newspaper, is as nasty & mean 
as it can be.  E. E. Richie & C. G. Wulf, editors.  
The people of Valdes treat me in a most friendly & 
cordial way, but these two double cross scamps 
are as insulting & malicious as they can be.  Am at 
the Seattle Hotel. 

Diary 22, 1912 
November 22-23 

-22nd – 
Tramping around Valdes & visiting friends - calling 
on business men etc.  Expect boat back from 
Seward tonight. 

-23rd – 
Boat back from Seward - bid good by to Valdes - 
reached Cordova at 8 o’clock p.m. - Debbie has 
had good rest & pleasant time. 
Harry Thisted gives me a big finely mounted 
Moose head as an appreciation for passage of 
Home Rule bill - Boat goes out in the morning. 

Diary 22, 1912 
November 24-25 

-24th – 
Left Cordova this forenoon on the “Mariposa” for 
Puget Sound, via Juneau. 
On board - Jack Dalton & wife - Judge Overfield, 
Clerk Larkin, Mr. & Mrs. Frank Ingells & many more 
of my acquaintances - many miners from Seward - 
Valdes, Cordova, Fairbanks, etc. 

-25 – 
Reached Icy Straits early in the evening - Juneau 
at midnight. 
Called Valentine up on Telephone - he was gruff 
but offered to send me his proxy for the meeting of 
the Nat. Prog. Com. at Chicago 

Diary 22, 1912 
November 25-27 

25 
on Dec. 10th.  Tried to arrange through Judge 
Cobb for a permit to export my Harry Thisted 
Moose head - left Juneau at 2 in the morning. 

-26th – 
Through Chatham Straits & around the islands to 
miss Wrangell Narrows.  Head winds, storms - 
disagreeable! 

-27th – 
Ketchikan.  Visited an hour with Forest J. Hunt who 
told me about his refusal to follow Valentine into a 

partisan fight & why the non-partisan legislative 
ticket beat Valentines ticket - combination. 

Diary 22, 1912 
November 28-29 

-28th – 
Thanksgiving Day - down through the wonderful 
inland channels behind the islands - the Asia-
American migration trail. 

-29th – 
Charles Ingersoll - elected a member of the 
Legislature on the Non-partisan ticket against 
Valentine assures me that their ticket & fight was in 
my interest and not against it - they followed my 
suggestion at Ketchikan when I went into Alaska in 
September - to elect a non partisan ticket & he 
assures me of their support 

Diary 22, 1912 
November 29-30 

29 
and entire sympathy.  Still I am very sorry that 
Valentine was defeated -for he did more than any - 
or all - of them to secure Home Rule & better 
government for Alaska!! 
Crossing Straits of de Fuca at breakfast time this 
morning.  Reached Seattle at 11 a.m. 

-30th – 
Going up to Buckley this evening - to Tacoma this 
afternoon to get my library etc. packed. 

Buckley - Enumclaw to visit Jennie - mother will 
be there. 

Diary 22, 1912 
December  1-3 

Dec. 1st  
At Enumclaw visiting Jennie & the folks.  Went to 
Buckley this evening.  Visited Tom & Kate & stayed 
with mother - who has agreed to go to Washington 
with us. 

-Dec. 2nd – 
Went to Tacoma - to pack my library - got a man 
from Vaughn & Merrill Co – book dealers - & we 
packed until midnight. 

-3rd – 
Finished packing books - got my Caribou head 
packed also - for shipment to Washington.  Visiting 
such of my friends as can see at Tacoma hotel. 

Diary 22, 1912 
December  4-5 

-4th – 
The assay office gave me a statement of my gold 
dust - 750 ounces of dust - gold value $12,752.06, 
silver value $68.49 - total 12,820.55, charges 
$47.35 - net total $12,773.20 
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Got my tickets etc. over Northern Pacific Ry - to 
Billings, Mont. & thence via the Burlington route to 
St Louis. - for Debbie, Mother & I. 
 

-Dec. 5th – 
Jen, May, Lucille & Debbie all busily engaged in 
preparing Mother for the journey. 
Left Seattle over N. P. Ry. at 4 o’clock p. m. - We 
have the Drawing Room - fine. 

Diary 22, 1912 
December  6-9 

-6th – 
Saw Minnie (Mrs. Lake France) her husband, and 
Mildred & the boy at Spokane this morning. 
Spokane to Missoula today. 

-7th – 
Billings to Sheridan, Wyo 

-8th – 
Through Nebraska today via Lincoln 

-9th – 
We reached St. Louis this morning & went to the 
Maryland Hotel - met Darrell.  He is well & looking 
fine. Mother & Debbie stood the trip better than I - 
for  

Diary 22, 1912 
December  9-10 

9 
I landed here full of a cold caught on the train.  
After I get them settled in the Hotel I am to go to 
Chicago to attend the Progressive Party meetings.  
Left St. Louis at 1 o’clock today for Chicago over 
the Wabash Ry-Reached Chicago at 9 p.m. - went 
to the Congress Hotel.  Spent the night at the 
Turkish bath - trying to kill the cold out of my body - 
succeeded. 

-10th – 
Conference of the leaders of the Progressive Party 
was held today in the Mezzanine room of the La 
Salle Hotel. 

Diary 22, 1912 
December  10 

10 
Senator Dixon presided - Roosevelt spoke - also 
Jane Addams, Straus of N.Y. Boss Flynn  of Pa – 
and a dozen  more.  I appeared as the proxy for E. 
Valentine, Pro. Nat. Committeeman for Alaska - & 
sat in the conference.  Had lunch with Jud. Welliver 
of the “Times” of Wash. D. C. & McDonald, of 
Oklahoma - he who was Judge Reid’s asst. clerk in 
Fairbanks. 

Attended the Prog. Banquet tonight at the 
Auditorium - heard Roosevelt - Beveridge , Straus 
& others.  They all favor independence in the Prog. 
Party. 

Diary 22, 1912 
December  11 

-11th – 
Attended meeting of the Nat. Progressive National 
Committee with a proxy from Valentine – the Nat. 
Com. from Alaska.  Little was done - New York was 
chose as Nat Headquarters - with a bureau for 
Legislative research in Washington.  Got 
acquainted with Gov. Otero of N. Mexico - am quite 
disappointed at the general inclination to do 
nothing - Still I hope the determination to open and 
maintain Nat. Hdqs. will tend to strengthen the 
progressive work - and may aid us in our Alaskan 
fight. 

Diary 22, 1912 
December  12 

12/12/12  -12th – 
Left Chicago last night at 9 o’clock via the Chicago 
& Alton Ry. - landed in St Louis this morning at 7 
a.m. Darrell has been denied his application to go 
to Washington for 2 months study in the gen  
foundry - 

We left St Louis today at Noon – 12:20, via the 
Vandalia line - across Ill. by dark. 
[Wickersham wrote diagonal across the page, 12th 
-12th -12th  12th day of the 12th month of 1912] 

-13th – 
Reached Washington City today at 2 p.m. - & went 
to the Driscoll Hotel - N.W. Cor. capital grounds- 

Diary 22, 1912 
December 14-15  

-14th – 
In the office today trying to get hold of work - 
Nothing yet done by Com. of Congress on Alaska 
matters. 
Called up Prof. Alfred H. Brooks, member of the 
Alaska Ry. Com. - he says the Com. has not yet 
made any report. 

-15 – 
Out riding with Debbie & Mother - in the parks & 
around the White House & Public Buildings. 
Beautiful sunny day. 

Diary 22, 1912 
December  16-
17 

-16th – 
Received my certificate of Election as Delegate to 
the 63rd Congress from Acting Gov. Wm L. Distin, 
with a copy of the Canvassing Board’s Report - 
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containing the detailed statement of election 
returns. 

-17th – 
Busy in office with George A. Jeffry, my clerk, in 
answering correspondence etc.  Am getting in new 
shelves & preparing to put my library in shape - will 
add to & have many books bound - my Alaskana 
library. 

Diary 22, 1912 
December  18-
19 

-18th – 
Filed my certificate of election with Clerk of House 
of Rep.  On Monday I wrote a letter & saw Sec. of 
Interior Walter I Fisher, in person and urged that a 
supplemental estimate be sent to Congress to 
cover the expense of holding the first legislative 
assembly at Juneau Alaska, on the first Monday in 
March - it had been overlooked & no appropriation 
asked for. 

-19th – 
Recd letter from Sec. Fisher today saying that he 
had written to Sec. of Treas. recommending 

Diary 22, 1912 
December  19-
22 

19 
that the estimate suggested in my letter be made - 

Busy trying to catch up with my correspondence 
– 

-22- 
Out riding with Debbie & Mother. We are in 2 
rooms at the Driscoll Hotel - a suite - nice, well 
furnished rooms, and we are comfortable. Hotel at 
corner of N.W. corner of Capitol grounds. There 
are several members there – Stephens of Texas, 
Kitchin of N.C., Lobeck of Nebraska, Murray of 
Mass, Collier of Miss, Disson of Miss etc. 

Diary 22, 1912 
December  23 

-23rd – 
Called on Alfred H. Brooks, of the Alaska Geo. 
Service, about mining matters etc. & he went with 
me into the offices of the Alaska Railway Com. 
where I met Major Morrow, Messrs Ingersoll, Cox & 
Brooks, and talked over the subject of Ry’s in 
Alaska.  Their report will be ready in 2 weeks. I 
again assured them of my intention to support 
them & their recommendations - it is not possible to 
draw a law - a bill - until after we see the report, for 
it will be necessary to know what they report and 
recommend - 

Diary 22, 1912 
December  25-
26 

-25- 
Christmas Day - We had a fine dinner - Recd, box 
etc. from Jennie containing presents for Mother - 
went to the Theater Belasco’s - saw “The Bird of 
Paradise - - A Hawaiian idyl 

-26th – 
The P-I from Seattle announces that the U.S. has 
brought a suit against the 3 corporations 
represented by Jarvis, Houston & Bullock - for 
fraud in sale of coal to Fts. Davis, St Michael & 
Liscum to recover $100,000. on account of the 
Fraud.  This was the cause of poor Jarvis death - 
Guggenheim frauds. 

Diary 22, 1912 
December  26 

26 
[clipping] 

GOVERNMENT SUES 
COAL COMPANIES 

Seeks to Recover $100,000 for 
Alleged Extortion on Sales 

to Alaska Forts. 
Suit for $100,000 against the Pacific Coast Coal 

Company, the Northwestern Commercial 
Company, and the John J. Jenson Company was 
brought in behalf of the federal government in the 
United States district court, yesterday, on account 
of contracts entered into by the three companies 
with the government to supply coal to the military 
posts stationed at Fort Davis, Fort Saint Michael 
and Fort Liscum, during 1907, 1908 and 1909. 

The government charges in its complaint that 
after officers of these companies had induced 
proper officials to issue vouchers upon which they 
collected large sums of money, contrary to their 
representations, its officials, in fact, found that the 
bids submitted by these companies were “framed 
up” and not competitive bids, and that the 
government is, therefore, entitled to recoup 
damages in the amount named. 

The government is represented by United States 
District Attorney B.W. Coiner and United States 
District Attorney B.S. Rodly, of Nome, Alaska. 

 
After I “kicked him into action” my dear Coz. the 
Atty. Genl. keeps this bunch of thieves busy. 
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Poor Jarvis!  He escaped. The “Guggs” keep the 
money, though. 

Diary 22, 1912 
December  28 

-28th – 
Have prepared, in connection with Mr. John C. 
Howard, Atty. at Law, Wash. D.C. the brief in the 
case of Matheson v. U.S. on appeal from Alaska - 
convicted murder in 1st degree - sentence Life 
Imprisonment - & will file it next week.  There is a 
slender chance for reversal, but I am obliged to 
prepare & file the brief since Dillon took the appeal 
in my name!  I am a member of the bar of the Up. 
Ct. & must complete the case, or risk a criticism for 
trifling with that August tribunals dignity. 

Diary 22, 1912 
December  29 

-29th – 
Sunday: Mother, Debbie & I took an automobile 
ride over to historic Arlington - for a hundred years 
the fashionable home of Revolutionary and later 
aristocracy - now the resting place of the Nations 
historic dead heroes - Some day the making of 
National cemeteries must cease or the living will 
have no resting place. 
Mr. Hugh Morrison, Asst. Librarian, is assisting me 
in preparing an index to all Alaska Pub. Docs, and I 
am gathering them, binding & creating a mass of 
Alaskana that will be both valuable and historically 
interesting 

Diary 22, 1912 
December  31 

[clipping] 
HOGGATT NAMED 

The proxy of Republican National Committeeman 
Bayless for the Republican party conference called 
for next month by Chairman Charles D. Hilles, has 
been forwarded to W.B. Hoggatt, former governor, 
who will represent the Alaskan end of the 
Republican party. 

-Dec. 31, 1912- 
I deposited $5,000.00 in the East Washington 
Savings Bank today – Savings deposit – and will 
have an allowance of 3% interest – can draw at 
any time.  Geo. T. Reid, Esq. Tacoma, has in his 
hands and loaned $18,000.00 & Julius Hoffman, 
Fairbanks, Ala. has $2,000. secured by Mtg. – 
Making $25,000.00 all told, in cash. 

Good bye 1912. 
Diary 22, 1913 January 1st 1913. 

January 1-2 Worked in the office all day on Matheson Brief -in 
Sup. Ct. U.S. from Alaska. 

Chases theater tonight with Debbie & Mother. 
Jany 2nd, 1913. 

Am putting in new shelving & getting ready to put 
up my old “Alaskana” library.  Mr. Hugh Morrison, 
Asst. Lib. is at work finishing up my lists of Alaska 
Pub. Doc’s. 

Diary 22, 1913 
January 3 

3 
[clipping] 
FRIDAY EVENING, JANUARY 3, 1913 
Congressman Drowns Self At Colon 
[portrait of :] 
CONGRESSMAN W.W. WEDEMEYER 

Diary 22, 1913 
January 3 

3 
[clipping] 

CONGRESSMAN, MAD 
OVER HIS DEFEAT, 
COMMITS SUICIDE 

Wedemeyer Leaps Into Sea 
on Way Home From 

Panama. 
Suffering from a mental derangement thought to 

have been due to his defeat for re-election to 
Congress, W.W. Wedemeyer, escaped from an 
attendant and ended his life by jumping into the 
harbor at Colon last night.  He was aboard the 
steamer Panama, which was to have brought him 
to the United States.  News of the suicide reached 
Washington by wireless this afternoon. 

The body was not recovered.  There are too 
many sharks in the harbor of Colon and the fate of 
the Michigan Congressman is fairly certain. 

Tried to Die Before. 
The Michigan Congressman went to the Panama 

Canal Zone with a party which arrived just when 
President Taft was leaving.  Wedemeyer showed 
signs of derangement on the trip South, attempting 
then to jump overboard.  After the party landed the 
defeated Congressman appeared to be better.  
Soon he became violent and was sent  to the 
hospital at Ancon.  It was proposed that he be sent 
back to the United States on the battleship 
Arkansas or Delaware.  It was thought that it would 
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be as well to send him home on one of the 
Isthmian vessels.  The Panama is a Government 
vessel. 

Born In Michigan. 
Congressman Wedemeyer was born in Michigan in 
1873.  He was graduated from the University of 
Michigan and was deputy commissioner of 
railroads.  In 1899 he began practicing law in Ann 
Arbor, and except for a brief career as American 
consul at Georgetown, British Guiana, in South 
America, practiced law until his election to 
Congress in 1910.  He was married in 1901. 

Diary 22, 1913 
January 7-8 

-7th – 
[clipping] 

RUSH TO STAKE CLAIMS 
Result of New Law Going Into Ef- 

fect Reducing Size. 
By Cable to the Associated Press. 

Nome, Alaska, Jan. 2.- As a result of the new law 
reducing the size of mining claims, which went into 
effect yesterday, there was a great rush to stake 
new claims.  More individual claims were staked 
than ever before. 

 
Am greatly pleased to find that my Alaska mining 
bill to limit the staking of placer claims by power of 
Atty. etc. is working in a very satisfactory way & 
that the miners are pleased with it. 

-8th – 
A day or two ago I asked Rev. S. Hall Young, Ex 
Gov. Brady & Don McKenzie to meet today & go & 
see Senator Nelson & persuade him to pass the 
Alaska Indigent Bill. 

Diary 22, 1913 
January 8 

8 
They went to see him today & he prophesized to 
be surprised that the bill had not passed etc.  He 
introduced S. 267 and the Senate did pass it: - it 
then came over to the House - the House Com. on 
Ter. struck out all of the Nelson bill & substituted 
(substantially) my bill No 21773, Mch 12, 1912 & 
as amended we passed the bill in the House.  
When it went back to the Senate Nelson had it 
referred to the Senate Com. on Ter. & there it lies.  
He now says that that Com. may pass it - & asked 

McKenzie to look after it!! 
Diary 22, 1913 
January 9 

-9th – 
had neglected to pay my life Ins. but sent it this 
morning by postal telegraph to Pittsburgh Life & 
Trust Co. Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Yesterday there were in my office the following 
Alaskans: 
Dr. S. Hall Young. 
Ex-Gov. John G. Brady 
D. A. Mckenzie, 
Major John E. Ballaine, 
P. I, Mcdonald & Wife, 
Capt. & Mrs. Leinschmidt 
Mifs L. M. Kelley. (now Mrs. Louis S. McClellan) 

Diary 22, 1913 
January 10 

-10th – 
Chas. G. Heifner, from Seattle came to town from 
New York last evening - & showed up in my office 
this morning. 

Rev. S. Hall young went back to New York last 
night. 

We have gone over the question of seeing Mr. 
Wilson -& Heifner will go to see him & explain the 
Alaska situation. I am somewhat concerned on 
account of Ballaine’s claim that he will be able to 
manage Wilson - he cannot, but he can do much to 
unsettle things & give us trouble - he cant be 
trusted - bad judgment. 

Diary 22, 1913 
January 11 

-11th – 
Attended Nat. Geo. Soc. Banquet tonight. 
[Wickersham attached his banquet program and 
menu] 
It was a great affair - 300 or more persons - 
members of the N.G.S. the greatest meeting the 
Society has ever held since Perry who found the 
North Pole & Amundson who discovered the South 
Pole described their respective victories 
[Amundsen was listed here as one of the 
“toasters”] 

Diary 22, 1913 
January 14-17 

-14th – 
Had a meeting of Alaskans in my office tonight - 
Joslin, McKenzie, McDonald, Ashmun Brown, & 
Schwartz - the latter not an Alaskan - but greatly 
interested in a law to give Alaska Coal men a right 
to go into court with their claims & have an 
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adjudication according to the law & the evidence. 
-17th – 

All Alaskans went with me to Com. on Pub. Bldg. 
today to get Cordova bill reported - but it went over 
till Monday. Fishery Hearing tonight - Senator 
Jones. 

Diary 22, 1913 
January 18 

-18th  
Had a full hearing last night before Senator Jones 
as chairman Sub. Com. Senate Com. on Fisheries.  
Sharp exchanges between self and the 
representatives of the Alaska Packers Assoc. 
Sub. Com. of Com on Public Bldgs, House, today 
voted to give me $100,000 appropriation for a 
public building at Cordova.  Sent telegram to 
Thisted - think I can get the bill through.  Will go to 
work now on Valdes Dyke Bill - Heifner will help me 
hard 

Diary 22, 1913 
January 19-21 

-19th – 
Senator Jones again offered the Valdes dyke item 
as an amendment to the River & Harbor bill - I will 
try again to get Ch. Sparkman of the House Com. 
to agree to it. 

-21st- 
Hearing today on bill extending time of Alaska 
Northern Ry. to file maps of railway - present 
Boland & Patrick for A. N. Ry. Joslin, McKenzie & 
others.  Ballaine & Heifner are still here.  R. R. 
Hunter, (Bob) of Cordova is here & leaves tonight 
for west.  He is trying to get J. W. Little of Prince 
William Sound appointed U.S. Marshal - Loaned 
him $2500 to aid him home. 

Diary 22, 1913 
January 22 

-22nd – 
The Alaska Ry. Commission made its report 
yesterday afternoon to the President - I have just 
called up the Sec. to Pres. who informs me that a 
message is being prepared & that it will be sent to 
Congress in a day or two. 

I have also just prepared an amendment to the 
Ry. law of Alaska which I propose to introduce 
laying a tax of 1% on the gross earnings on Ry’s in 
lieu of the license tax of $100. per mile - the 
purpose is to aid the small roads which do not 
make enough to keep up running expenses. 

Diary 22, 1913 -23rd – 

January 23 Darrell has just been detailed to report Feb. 9 on 
board the U.S. Iowa, at Philadelphia as Chief 
Engineer - this is a good assignment and a 
responsible one for a “bull” Lieutenant.  He now 
stands 2/3 of the way up the list of officers in the 
U.S. Navy - and his promotion will be quite rapid in 
comparison with the conditions in the Navy of only 
a few years ago.  He is 30 years old, 6 feet & 2 
inches tall, weighs 230 & is too retiring and modest 
for his own good -I fear 

Diary 22, 1913 
January 24 

-24th – 
I introduced a special bill today to give coal claim-
ants in Alaska a right to a suit in equity in Alaskan 
courts so that they may get a determination of their 
right at an early date.  McDonald - one of the 
claimants is here & I introduced the special bill to 
satisfy him - it cannot pass at this session. 

I am also stirring up the Post Office Dept. on 
account of mails - none from Cordova to Fairbanks 
since Dec. 20. -the Copper River Ry. is blockaded 
by snow slides - the Dept. is moving - slowly. 

Diary 22, 1913 
January 25 

-25th – 
With Mr. Hugh Morrison’s assistance I am working 
hard to secure my complete list of public 
documents (U.S. Pub. Doc’s) relating to Alaska. 
We are pretty well along with the list and before 
long I will have completed it.  Our office is piled full 
of books - and we are indexing, clipping, cutting & 
preparing them for binding.  It is truly a big task, but 
one filled with satisfaction & pleasure, for we are 
succeeding nicely - but it costs money - and time 
and much detailed work. 

Diary 22, 1913 
January 26-29 

-26th – 
Darrell went over to Annapolis this morning to be 
present at the final ceremonies of placing the body 
of John Paul Jones in the mausoleum prepared for 
it by the United States.  Darrell was on the vessel 
that brought the body from France four or five 
years ago. 

-29th – 
Heifner trying (so far in vain) to aid me to get my 
Democratic friends to pass the Valdes Dyke bill - 
Got hearing for Friday on my bill to allow the courts 
to try title to Alaska Coal lands - Com. on Ter. 
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Diary 22, 1913 
January 30 

-30th – 
On yesterday Humphrey, of Seattle, Wash, 
introduced another bill H.R. 28503, to prevent the 
Canadian Pacific Steamship Co from carrying 
freight from Seattle to Alaska.  It was referred to 
the Com. on Ways & Means & I must follow it up & 
beat it. 

Chas. G. Heifner is trying to get Fitzgerald, Ch. 
App, Com. to recommend the Valdes Dyke bill - we 
are promised a hearing - but! 
The Century for Feb. 1913 has an Alaska article on 
Alaska - it looks like an inspired article from the 
Guggs - it is by Alfred Holman, Ed. San Francisco 
“Argonaut”, formerly Ed. of the Seattle Post 
Intelligencer. 

Diary 22, 1913 
February 1 

Febery. 1st  
Had a hearing before Com on Ways & Means this 
afternoon in opposition to Humphreys Bill H.R. 
28.503 (also H.R. 23.067 & Rep. 653) which is 
aimed to prevent the Canadian Pac. or the White 
Pass & Yukon Routes from carrying freight into 
Alaska.  When I had first stated the case Ch. 
Underwood smilingly said that he did not think it 
necessary for me to take any time in presenting my 
objections - that if the Com. at any time considered 
seriously the matter of the bill he would notify me & 
I could then be heard - whereupon I, too, smiled 
and left the remnant of the bill with the Com – 
dead. 

Diary 22, 1913 
February 2-3 

2nd . 
Heifner went over to Trenton, N.J. today - he took 
my letter to him explaining Alaska situation & said 
he intended to say to President elect Wilson that 
he ought to call me into consultation on Alaska 
matters before he attempts to announce any policy 
thereon. 

3rd . 
Hearing today before Com. on Ter. on my bill to 
authorize Alaska Coal Claimants to bring suits in 
Equity to try their titles against the U.S. Hearing - I 
spoke first - then Callbreath - then Joslin - then the 
hearing adjourned until tomorrow. 

Diary 22, 1913 
February 4 

-4th – 
Hearing continued this morning on my bill to enable 

Alaska claimants to coal lands to bring suits in 
court, etc, Joslin had just commenced when Sec. 
of Interior Fisher came in - When Joslin concluded 
Fisher began and talked all day - until 5 o’clock this 
afternoon - in opposition.  He is a man of strong 
character - virile - keen, analytical & unscrupulous - 
his promises of reform in Alaska litigation etc. very 
much impressed the committee &, I think, will 
cause the Com. to report against our bill - & Alaska 
will still go on “bottled up” as before. 

Diary 22, 1913 
February 5 

-5- 
Joslin talked to the Com. on Ter. in Answer to 
Fisher today - for 2 hours - but “nothing doing.” 
Chas G. Heifner & John F. Ballaine, of Seattle, 
went over to Trenton, J.J. Sunday to call on 
President Wilson - especially about politics & 
Alaska.  Ballaine has just returned & tells me: On 
Monday they called.  Tumulty, sec. told Heifner - 
Wilson very busy but would see etc.  Heifner 
shown into the “inner office”  & waited & waited & 
waited!  Finally Wilson came in & told Heifner that 
he would not talk politics or Alaska until after March 
4 & they came away - Ballaine did not see Wilson 
at all & only knows about what occurred in “inner 
office” by what Heifner told him.  I am first 
wondering if foxy Mr. Heifner did not “ditch” 
Ballaine, in whom he has no confidence, and have 
his own talk with Wilson. 

Diary 22, 1913 
February 6 

-6th – 
President sent Message Congress today with Rep. 
Alaska Ry. Com: 
 
[clipping] 

URGES ALASKA ROAILROADS 
President Taft Would Have 

Government Build Two 
Lines. 

Alaska’s vast resources can best be brought 
within reach of the world in the opinion of President 
Taft by the construction, with government 
assistance, of two railway lines from the Alaskan 
coast to the interior, ownership of which shall be 
vested in the government, but which shall be 
operated by private parties under lease. 
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In a special message transmitting to Congress 
the report of the Alaskan railway commission, the 
President today strongly urged legislation along 
these lines, asking that the government either 
guarantee the principal and interest of bonds 
necessary to build the roads or construct them. 

“I am very much opposed to government 
operation, but I believe that government ownership 
with private operation under lease is the proper 
solution,” wrote the President. 

One road recommended by the commission 
would connect Cordova with Fairbanks by way of 
Chitina, the other would link Seward with Iditarod.  
The first would open up the Bering river coal field; 
the other the Matanuska field.  The two roads 
would have a total mileage with branches of 733 
miles and would cost about $35,000,000. 

Diary 22, 1913 
February 7 

-7th – 
Hearings Alaska bill continued before the Com. on 
Ter. I am satisfied that the Com. is against our bill - 

The Alaska Ry. Com. bill referred to Com. on 
Ter. & Chairman Humphrey appointed sub-corn. 
Humphrey, Hardy Wickersham to examine & 
determine what maps should be printed with it.  We 
agreed that small maps should be printed with 
Rep. but large ones should go into an atlas - 
Ballaine, of Seward, is very much disappointed that 
Seward was not named as the only place - terminal 
- the Ry Com. preferred Cordova!! 
I sent telegram to H. Thisted, Cordova 

Diary 22, 1913 
February 8-9 

8th. 
Senate yesterday appointed Senators Nelson, 
Burnham & Chamberlain Conferees on S. 267, 
indigent bill & House will now appoint like Com. & I 
hope to get the bill through. 

No hearing today before Com. on Ter. on coal 
court bill. 
Am busy on “Alaskana” - Elliott, Henry W. seal 
expert agrees to help me some with my Alaska 
statistics - tomorrow. 

9th 
In office all day with H.W. Elliott, seal expert, 
talking Alaska & its early Am history.  Geo. took 
some of his dictation in shorthand. 

Diary 22, 1913 
February 10 

-10th – 
Could not get hearing today on the Alaska coal 
court bill - the Com is against us - but I intend to 
make them go on record for it is a subject that will 
come back to plague them - 

Mail out from interior of Alaska yesterday & today 
-& also Wm H. Whittlesey, of Seward, got in today 
with a list of Democrats which is to be appointed to 
office there by Mr. Wilson Immediately after the 4th 
of March - 
“Massa Jedge” Erwin is also on the way here - he 
is to be U.S. Marshal at Fairbanks - Major Strong is 
to be Governor!! 

Diary 22, 1913 
February 11 

-11th – 
Have concluded to start West on next Sunday - will 
go to Illinois with Mother to visit our old home - stay 
there a week and then go to Seattle with her & 
thence to Juneau so as to be present at the 
opening of the First Legislature ever held in. 
Alaska. 
Am today busy answering correspondence, etc.  
Have been trying to get the Conference Corn’s of 
the Senate & House to meet & pass the Indigent 
Bill - 
No hearing on Coal Const bill until Thursday 
evening. 

Diary 22, 1913 
February  

[inside back cover] 
[clipping] 

From Delegate Wickersham of Alaska 
I am Greatly Pleased That the Struggle is Rapidly 

Culminating in a Victory for Home Rule. 
House of Representatives, U.S., Committee on 

Military 
Affairs, Washington, D.C., January 27, 1913. 

Mr. Patrick Ford, Editor The Irish World: 
Dear Sir: * * * I am greatly pleased that the 

principle of self-Government for Ireland is rapidly 
culminating in a victory for those who have so long 
fought for the Irish Home Rule Bill.  My interest in it 
has been deeply aroused by my own four years’ 
fight for Home Rule for the people of the Territory 
of Alaska, whom I have the honor to represent as 
Delegate in Congress.  Our home rule Bill passed 
Congress and was approved by the President on 
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August 24, 1912, and the first Legislature in the 
Territory of Alaska will meet at the Capital at 
Juneau on the first Monday in March, 1913, after 
forty-five years of rule from Washington - 5,000 
miles distant from our homes. - Very truly yours, 

James Wickersham. 
Diary 22, 1913 
February  

[clipping] 
Uprising in Fairbanks 

Fairbanks, Jan. 6 - The town was thrown into 
considerable excitement last night when about 
twenty-five women paraded through the streets 
bearing torches and banners, the latter bearing 
such inscriptions as: “John Clark, the Honest 
Lawyer, Violator of Oaths, Falsifier of Records, 
Tool of Thieves, Hand Man of Crooks; “Justice and 
Law is for Crooks;” “To Hell With the Alaska Code, 
It Protects Thieves;” “John McGinn, How Much Did 
You Get to Forget?” “Barnett, the Thief; Crooks 
and Tools see Alike and Talk Alike” 

The parade started at 8 o’clock last evening, 
marching from Lacey street down Front to 
Cushman, where they halted and made speeches 
against all the witnesses for the defense in the 
bank cases, then they erected a scaffold bearing 
the figures of John L. McGinn on one side and 
John Clark on the other, with the Alaska Code in 
the center, to which they set the flames. 

The entire population of the community 
witnessed the demonstration.  The women have 
the sympathy of most of the community.  The 
meeting dispersed with three rousing cheers for 
those who remained steadfast for the people. 

The commercial club is in session tonight 
preparing a sever arraignment by wire to the 
department of justice. 

The feeling here is fully as intense as it was when 
the women of the city started to tear the clothing 
from the person of Mrs. Barnette, and when the 
former banker found it safer to leave the 
community by private conveyance than by the 
stage for fear of being mobbed; he and his wife 
having left town at night guarded by a deputy 
United States marshal, in a private sleigh, 
overtaking the previous morning’s stage at Byler’s 

as per previous arrangement made with the 
Northern Commercial company. - Alaska Daily 
Dispatch. 

Diary 22, 1913 
February 13-14 

-13th – 
Had another “Hearing” tonight before the Com. on 
Ter. - I talked 2- hours on the Coal Court Bill & also 
on the Leasing Bill - Nothing will be done this 
session but I wanted to answer Sec. Fisher’s 
argument & try to reach those members of the 
Com who will hold over to the next Sess- 

-14th – 
J.P. McDonald talked to the Com. this forenoon in 
favor of the Alaska Court bill - he made a good 
impression -Sec. Fisher is working quietly with the 
Com against us. 

Diary 22, 1913 
February 15 

-15th – 
Uncle Joe Cannon’s dinner tonight at Raleigh was 
great!  
[invitation card:]  

39 Complimentary Dinner 
To Hon. Joseph g. Cannon 

Saturday Evening, February 15, 1913 
Seven O’clock 

Hon. James Wickersham 
Present this card 
RALEIGH HOTEL 

500 prominent men present including Pres. Chief 
Justice U.S. etc. etc. 

Diary 22, 1913 
February 16 

-16th – 
Chas. E. Heifner came over to the Hotel to say 
good bye & also to tell me that Ex. Senator Turner 
of Wash, told a lady - who told some one else who 
told Heifner that Hugh Wallace - of Tacoma - is to 
be Sec. of the Navy -Heifner is greatly excited & is 
going over to see Pres. Elect - Wilson, at once, & 
tell him what a bad man Wallace is- 
Mother & I left Washington at 4:10 this afternoon 
for the West. Passed Harpers Ferry before dark. 
Debbie will stay in Washington until I get back from 
Juneau - where I go to opening Legislature 

Diary 22, 1913 
February 17 

-17th – 
Across Ohio, Ind & Ill. arrived at Sandoval at 5 
o’clock this evening.  Went to Colonial Hotel - 
probably so called because it was last cleaned up 
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in colonial days. 
Mother went over & visited with Mrs. Nellie 
Sherman, now a widow with grown children - years 
ago Nellie Weeden of Fairman - “Hogback” when 
we lived there.  Sandoval has 2 coal mines & 
accompanying dirt -but has improved but little since 
I knew it years ago. The trees are larger - the 
buildings smaller.  There is no familiar face & no 
pleasure in staying here. 

Diary 22, 1913 
February 18 

-18th – 
Mrs. Dean (Nellie Newbys aunt who used to live a 
mile north of Sandoval) now lives in Sandoval & I 
called.  She is well preserved - a widow & now has 
a large income from oil wells on land a mile north 
of town.  She gave me Nellie’s address:  Mrs. E.J. 
McCarthy, 613 Dallas St., El Paso, Texas.  Nellie 
has been married twice but has no children.  Her 
husband is a railroad man.  At noon we left in 
carriage for Patoka via Fairman.  Oil field north of 
town – 2 sq. mi.  Large yield – spoils beauty of 
farms.  Fairman looks aged & gray - but  

Diary 22, 1913 
February 18-19 

-18th – 
there is nothing there that interests us.  We 
stopped to visit Sam Carrigan but he was not at 
home. 
East Fork is now stripped of the heavy forests 
which lined its banks when I aided in cutting it 40 
years ago. Reached Patoka at 5.p.m. & went to 
Aunt Becky Carters. 

-19th – 
Bob. Simcox is old; feeble; wrinkled - aged & gray. 
Tom Nichols - Job Creese - Mart Nelson Tom 
Porter, Doctor Rogers, Squire Farmer - I find few 
friends left and they are in the sear & yellow leaf.  
Hester Smith Amcox – ditto 

Diary 22, 1913 
February 20 

-20th – 
My cousin Ben Wickersham lives here - he is a 
mechanic & a hard working man.  He has 5 
children - the oldest daughter married - his oldest 
son, Dan, is a mechanic & seems to be a fine clean 
boy - I have visited around town down to Deer 
Creek - the old Swimming Hole - down to visit the 
Wheelers - Jennie is at home - she was my teacher 
40 years ago. 

Patoka has improved much more than Sandoval - it 
is clean.  Saw Dow Newman, Bill Chandlar, Al. 
Alexander, Mrs. Johnson, Frank Cooper, etc. 

Diary 22, 1913 
February 20 

20 
When we drove up from Sandoval we came by the 
old home-where my mother went as a 19 year old 
bride in 1856 - & where I was born in 1857.  Four 
large silver leaf trees are yet growing which mother 
tells me I brought from Grand Pa McHaney’s & 
planted there more than 50 years ago! 
We had dinner yesterday with Squire Farmer & 
today I took dinner with Bob & Hester Simcox - Her 
oldest daughter - Mrs. Anna Livesy - my old 
schoolmate is at home with her — 

Diary 22, 1913 
February 20 

20 
though she lives in California. 
Saw Toni Quayle - his father is dead - his mother is 
with Mona in Salem. I did not see Mona - the old 
brick school house of 1876-7 burned & another - 
facing south -is in its place. 
Patoka is twice its older size - has fine concrete 
sidewalks, new buildings & is really quite a fine 
town.  My old schoolmate Chas. Blankenship is a 
merchant & Banker.  John Simcox also runs a 
store.  Timber is all gone from streams & valleys. 

Diary 22, 1913 
February 21 

-21st – 
Ed. Irwin is married to my Aunt Becky’s daughter -
she is in Effingham at the Hospital.  He came home 
a day or two ago to say that the Doctors report her 
dying with Cancer. 
We left Patoka this morning for Vandalia - 
Greenville & then to St Louis - on our way West. 

My cousin John Wickersham was on the train & I 
had a good visit with him to Greenville where he 
lives.  We met Ed. Irwin & his wife at Vandalia & 
visited with them for 2 hours.  We went on to 
Greenville to  

Diary 22, 1913 
February 21 

21 
visit Mothers friend of her youth - Miss. Margaret 
Reavis - only to be told that she died a week ago - 
on the day & just before she received the letter 
saying we were coming. 

Saw John Wickersham’s 2nd & present wife - 
she looks tough - & I don’t blame him for not living 
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with her. 
While at Vandalia I had a good visit with Ed. 
Dieckman, who studied law in Gov. Palmer’s office 
in 1878 while I was there.  He also was Debbie’s 
first beau - He is short -& runs a 

Diary 22, 1913 
February 21-22 

21 
dairy - He married a Miss Thees - & when she died 
11 years ago married again - has a flock of children 
& looks like he plays checkers. 
We went on to St Louis - bought tickets for the 
west & at 9. o’clock boarded the train - C.B. & Q. 
for the coast. 

-22- 
Kansas City early - we took taxi & went up to the 
“Baltimore Hotel” & had breakfast.  Saw Wyandotte 
(Kansas City, Kan), Quindaro, Delaware – 
Leavenworth etc St Joe - Lincoln, Nebraska.- 

Diary 22, 1913 
February 23-25 

-23rd- 
Edgemont, Dak. this morning at Breakfast. 
Billings at night. 

-24th – 
Missoula - Spokane - Mother is a good traveler - 
she has good health - strength and does not annoy 
one with nervous fancies - but is quiet & happy. 

-25th – 
We arrived in Seattle at 8. a.m. - & went to the 
Rainer-Grand Hotel. 
I telegraphed to Jennie from Spokane yesterday 
evening she & Lucille & Charlie Taylor met us here 
& Mother will go home with them this afternoon. 

Diary 22, 1913 
February 26 

-26th – 
Many of my Alaska friends calling - took lunch 
today at Arctic Club with Lechey - we discussed 
Alaska situations etc. 
Judge Winn of Juneau called - he had just got in on 
the “Jefferson” on his way to Washington to fight a 
combination - Jennings, Cheney, & Shackleford - 
who employed Cheney for his “Big Interests” as 
soon as it was supposed Cheney would be made 
Democratic Nat. Com.  A vicious fight seems to be 
on between the warring factions of the Democrats 
in Alaska - I sent Winn to Heifner - but I intend to 
keep oat until they are fighting openly so  

Diary 22, 1913 26 

February 26 that it will not appear that I have anything to do with 
beginning the row. 
Winn said that Dan Sutherland, Driscoll & 
Valentine wanted me to go back to Washington 
with him & aid him in his fight - I received a 
telegram from my Washington office signed by 
Sutherland, Valentine & Driscoll requesting me to 
remain there & fight the combination aforesaid - but 
I will go on to Juneau for a few days - there is 
plenty of time.  The Special Session of Congress 
will meet on April 1st. 
I called & had a long talk with Parsons, of the 
Dexter Horton Bank - he told me  

Diary 22, 1913 
February 26-28 

-26- 
that Louis Rhodes told him that our 8 quartz claims 
on Goessman Hill adjoining Rhodes claims were 
rich - Rhodes is taking $28,000 a month. Parsons 
wants me to go in & get an option on the 8 claims -
he & Rhodes - seem to wish to consolidate the 
claims. Told him I would in June. 

-27th – 
Have my ticket for Saturday night on Str. 
“Northwestern” for Juneau.  Answered 
correspondence etc. 

-28th – 
Went over to Tacoma & saw George T. Reid - 
about my taxes.  Also saw Charley Peterson about 
the ditch on Reservation lands. 

Diary 22, 1913 
March 1 

-March 1st – 
Loaned Tommy Watson $25.00 to go to Valdes 
with -that makes $75.00 
Left Seattle this evening at 9 o’clock.  Many 
Alaskans down to the wharf to see the boat off 
north: 

Went out to the University last evening (Friday) 
with George Baldwin & Judge Fred. M. Brown, & 
talked to the mining class students on Alaska.” 
Also called on Wells, Editor of the “Sun” - a new 
paper in which John P. Harman is interested & 
talked Alaska.  Have had a pretty good visit to 
Seattle - also wrote a letter to Debbie – 

Diary 22, 1913 
March 2 

March 2nd - 
Fine warm moist Sunday - Gulf of Georgia & 
passed through Seymour narrows before dark. 
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On board: John W. Troy going to Juneau to run 
Major Strong’s paper while he goes to Washington 
to get appointed Governor: also Hunter, Kittleson, 
John Mihalsik, & Gus. Peterson, en route to 
Fairbanks.  I have the room No 19 - bridal chamber 
- the Northwestern is an old craft - and dirty - but 
seems a good safe craft.  Also on board                 
going to Juneau to contest –Aldrich’s seat in the 
legislature! 

Diary 22, 1913 
March 3-4 

March 3- 
Passing through the splendid inside passage below 
Dixon Entrance.  It is a fine mild day & the high 
mountains -snow clad - with evergreen timber 
halfway to the summits -hazy fogs hanging along 
the crags floating lazily in from the sea - it is a 
glorious view - a fine highway- 
 

-4th – 
Ketchikan at midnight - met a Com. of fishermen & 
consulted with them about fishery laws etc.  Too 
late to see many people - Left 4 o’clock for Juneau 
outside passage. 

Diary 22, 1913 
March 5 

-5th – 
Arrived in Juneau this morning early.  Learned that 
Pres. Wilson had appointed Franklin K. Lane Sec. 
of Interior - I am as much pleased as I was four 
years ago when Ballinger was appointed - for, as in 
that case, I have known Lane for many years - 
Pete has been friendly to me & ought to know 
Alaska - but - well I was so damnably disappointed 
with the Ballinger - Taft treatment of me & Alaska 
that I will never be as optimistic again - we will wait 
& see what he does before crowing.  Still it looks 
good  

Diary 22, 1913 
March 5 

5 
at this distance.  The legislature has been 
organized - Ray was elected Pres. of the Senate & 
Collins speaker of the House. 

The people are treating me in a royal manner - 
both Houses today passed resolutions to meet in 
joint session and request me to speak to them - 
gave me the courtesies of the floor, etc. 
I telegraphed to Washington asking George to tell 
me what of Alaska Legislation had passed 

Congress.  Dinner tonight with Dr. Boyle, 
Sutherland, Driscoll & Valentine -things going 
friendly - have read Gov. Clarks message 

Diary 22, 1913 
March 5-6 

5 
& defense of his position.  I shall make it clear 
when I talk to the Legislature. 

-6th – 
Recd, telegram from Jeffrey, Wash. D.C. as 
follows: 

Washington, D.C. March 6, 1913  
Hon. James W— Juneau, Alaska 

Valdes dyke item, Cordova item, and Indigent Bill 
passed. Rough proof codes mailed, expect release 
of completed sets tomorrow. 

G.A. Jeffery, Sec. to Delegate from Alaska 
That is great! and I am pleased as those are the 
only bills I have worked for at this last session  

Diary 22, 1913 
March 6 

6 
which I expected to pass. 

Also received telegram from Sec. of Interior 
giving copy of appropriation for paying mileage of 
legislators.  Took dinner tonight at Cobb’s - 
Sutherland, Driscoll, Gaffney & I.  Very enjoyable. 
The “Dispatch” yesterday had a most flattering edi-
torial giving me credit for Home Rule bill & other 
legislation of value to Alaska. 

Was given notice by Speaker Collins & Pres. of 
the Senate Ray, that an invitation would be given 
me to address the Legislature in joint session - the 
fix date. 

Diary 22, 1913 
March 7-9 

-7th – 
Recd. a formal invitation today to address the 
legislature in joint session on Monday evening at 
8:30. 
I accepted and will prepare the address with some 
care.  News from Washington that complete 
change of administration -Lane, Sec Int. is 
announcing that he will hear Alaskans, etc.   

-9th – 
Am working on my address for tomorrow evening -
Dinner tonight at Valentines.  Driscoll, Sutherland & 
Boyle. 

Diary 22, 1913 
March 10 

-10th – 
Delivered my address tonight before the joint 
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session of the Alaska Legislature.  Before I came I 
was informed that the Big Interests -the Alaska 
Syndicate & Alaska Fish just had secured the 
active sympathy of a majority of the Senate & when 
I saw Ingersoll’s opening speech on the first day of 
the Legislature I saw the scheme - to prevent the 
passage of necessary legislation at this legislature 
by declaring that the Organic Act did not give  

Diary 22, 1913 
March 10 

10 
power to the legislature to pass such laws as are 
necessary in the development of Alaska, & 
determined to meet it with force.  Gov. Clark in his 
Message also took the same position - of course 
the big interests who know the legislature dare not 
pass such laws as they want know also that they 
might be secured not to pass such as the people 
want.  In my address I called attention to this effort 
of Ingersoll & Clark & condemned it in vigorous 
language. I did it because I know that the Big 
Interests have already  

Diary 22, 1913 
March 10 

10 
secured control of the Senate & I wanted to make 
the issue plain.  Senator Bruner first objected to my 
reference to Ingersoll - the Pres. of the Senate, 
presiding, put the question whether I should be 
allowed to go ahead with my remarks and 3 
Senators - Bruner, Freeding & Fripp voted against 
me - & Stubbins - in the House.  When I proceeded 
Bruner got up and left the Hall in the most insulting 
way possible but the majority of the Legislature & 
the people seem to be with me - anyway I gave 
them some good advice - & they will heed it. 

Diary 22, 1913 
March 10 

10 
[insert] 

SPEECH OF HON. JAMES WICKERSHAM 
“Pursuant to a joint resolution unanimously 

adopted by both Houses of the Legislature, the 
President of the Senate and the Speaker of the 
House extended to me a joint request to address 
the members of the Legislature, at a joint 
assembly, in the Hall of the House of 
Representatives, this evening.  The invitation was 
accepted and my purpose is to address you upon 
the legislative needs of Alaska and how to secure 

the wisest and best legislation through frank 
consultation and cooperation between the people’s 
legislative representatives in both the National and 
territorial legislatures. 

“The Constitution of the United States gives 
Congress supreme legislative power in a territory.  
In pursuance to a policy older even than the 
Constitution, Congress has invariably created a 
legislative body in each territory, and has by law 
given that local and temporary body such 
legislative power as it deemed wise, having due 
regard to the conditions existing in and surrounding 
each territory.  Congress is not obliged to create a 
territorial legislature, as you may witness from the 
fact that Alaska did not have such a body from 
1867 until it was created by the Act of Congress of 
August 24, 1912.  Nor is Congress compelled to 
give the legislature of a territory any defined or 
specific powers, but it may authorize it to exercise 
such powers as in its discretion it may think wise.  
While all organic acts creating legislatures in the 
territories have a general similarity, no two have 
been exactly alike and a wide divergence will be 
found in many cases upon critical comparison. 

“Congress could not, if it would, and it never has 
attempted, to confer any exclusive power of 
legislation upon a territorial legislature.  The 
Constitution of the United States has placed the 
supreme power in Congress, and in aid of its 
constitutional duty Congress extends a limited 
portion of its power to the local body, having 
always the reserved constitutional power and duty 
to control or even destroy the legislative work of 
the territorial body. 

Congress may legislate directly for this territory 
upon all subjects which it has given the territorial 
body power over; it may repeal any act of the 
territorial legislature, it may make a void act of the 
territorial body valid, or a valid act void.  Congress 
has the constitutional right to repeal the act 
creating the territorial legislature and to repeal 
every law passed by it. 

“While the powers of the territorial legislature are 
thus conferred by Congress, and may be 
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withdrawn at its discretion, yet while they exist and 
are exercised in accordance with the organic  
act they are as valid and constitutional as those 
exercised by congress itself.  Your body is a 
branch of Congress, organized by it in aid of its 
constitutional duty to make laws for the people of 
the territories, and when you act within the terms of 
the organic law of your creation your enactments 
are as valid and binding as the laws of Congress. 

“In this, as in all other territories, there is the dual 
legislative power always existing.  Congress has 
created the territorial legislature without abdicating 
its constitutional duty to the supreme control, and 
has in all cases provided by law for the election of 
a Delegate to Congress from the territory and has 
given him most of the powers and privileges of a 
representative in Congress.  The delegate from a 
territory is not a constitutional officer, and only acts 
through the power conferred by a law of Congress.  
His power is similar to that conferred upon the 
territorial legislature, and may be withdrawn by an 
act of Congress.  The law provides that a delegate 
shall have and exercise all the powers of a 
representative in Congress except that he shall not 
vote. 

“By the command of the people of the Territory of 
Alaska, I represent them as Delegate in Congress, 
the National Legislature, while you represent them 
in the Territorial Legislature.  It is as clearly our 
duty to consult and cooperate in securing needed 
legislation for our constituents in Alaska, as it is for 
the members of the two houses of the local 
legislature to do so.  I have come from the capitol 
of the nation to the capitol of the territory with only 
that object in view-because it is my duty to do so 
under the law and the command of the electors of 
Alaska.  My presence here, at your request, is an 
acknowledgement of our mutual submission to that 
law and duty. 

“I wish to consult and cooperate with you, as I 
have right to do, in securing needed legislation 
form the two legislative bodies having power in this 
Territory. 

“For forty-five years, from 1867 to 1912, 

Congress was the only legislative body having 
power in Alaska.  The people had long demanded 
a local law-making body, but Congress was not 
convinced that the time had come to create it.  
Beginning in 1897, the hardy mining prospectors of 
the north began to uncover the rich placer deposits 
of Nome, Fairbanks, and other interior camps and 
a permanent population settled the interior valleys 
and mining camps.  A tremendous growth took 
place in the production of wealth crated from the 
natural resources of the territory and men of big 
business began to look with longing eyes upon 
them. 

“The United States paid Russia $7,200,000 for 
Alaska in 1867, and has expended for all purposes 
in maintaining government here from 1867 to 1911,  
both inclusive, $28,616,674.25, making a total cost 
to the United States of $35,816,674.25, or less 
than $650,000 per annum. 

“During those forty-five years the miners of 
Alaska have taken form her mines more than 
$200,000,000 in gold and other minerals; her 
fishermen have taken in sea and fur products more 
than $222,000,000 from her waters- she has 
yielded in actual cash production more than 
$446,000,000, leaving a balance due to Alaska 
between actual government expenditures and 
actual cash production of more than $410,000,000, 
or nearly $10,000,000 per annum profit. 

“This tremendous production quickly excited the 
cupidity of those in control of big business and the 
Alaska Syndicate, the Alaska Fish Trust, and other 
similar colossal aggregations of wealth turned to 
Alaska as a field worthy of exploitation.  An 
organized effort was perfected to seize and 
monopolize transportation, trade, fisheries, mines 
and government in Alaska.  In the east a new 
school of political thought took this opportunity to 
launch a scheme for controlling the undeveloped 
wealth of Alaska, by a series of executive land 
reservations and the passage of laws to hold and 
lease them under the United States as a national 
landlord.  On the one hand we are threatened with 
private monopoly by the most gigantic financial 
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power in the world, on the other with a government 
monopoly equally dangerous.  Both rob the settler 
and laboring man of any hope of securing any part 
of the vast undeveloped wealth of the territory; both 
threaten to control not only our undeveloped 
resources, but our territorial government as well. 

“Attack both in the front and the rear, ground 
between the upper and the nether mill stones, the 
people of the territory turned to those great 
principles of popular government so familiar to 
them and determined to demand the creation of a 
legislative body to be elected by the people, with 
powers similar to those given to the earlier 
territories of the west. 

“Instructed to do so by the people of this territory, 
I introduced a bill in Congress in 1909 to create an 
elective legislative body in Alaska.  You are familiar 
with it, for it is the Act of August 24, 1912, changed 
only by a few amendments forced into it by the big 
interests who fear the rule of the people, and by 
some others providing for a railroad commission 
and the publication of the Alaska Codes, written by 
me. 

“Ordinarily, a legislator who has succeeded in 
enacting an important law should treat criticisms of 
the law with patience and silence waiting until time 
and fair trial shall vindicate his judgment or show 
that he erred therein.  When, however, before any 
time or experience has demonstrated that the 
enactment is either good or bad, the 
representatives chosen to act under the law put 
forward a keynote speaker to denounce the act 
with unmeasured and hostile criticism, a different 
situation is presented.  When the effect of that 
harsh and hostile criticism tends to prevent the 
people form having relief from burdens which have 
long oppressed them, and comes with official 
weight and dignity, it must be fair and well 
sustained, else the critic is himself open to inquiry 
touching his motive and purpose. 

“When the House of Representatives met on 
March 3rd, to begin its temporary organization, the 
gentleman from Ketchikan, a lawyer of wide repute 
and various attainments, was made temporary 

chairman.  Upon taking the chair he delivered an 
eloquent and noteworthy address, at the beginning 
of which, in forceful phrase, he condemned the Act 
of Congress creating the legislative body, and 
declared: 

“’After carefully analyzing the enabling act which 
defines the powers of this Legislature, one is 
obliged to ask himself, outside of gracing the halls 
of some social function or of drawing down the 
generous emoluments of officers, what in the world 
we are here for.  This instrument is a paradox of 
hopeless inconsistencies.  Resplendent in promise, 
we find from one and to the other an innocuous 
dearth of hoped-for privileges.  Looking for the 
substance, we find the shadow.  Asking for bread, 
we get a stone.  In the words of the immortal bard it 
may be best be characterized as a ‘madness most 
discreet, a choking gall and a sickening sweet.’” 

“A denunciation of such a character, from so 
influential a source, at such a moment, and under 
such circumstances, is remarkable, to say the least 
of it.  The legislature had not yet organized, had 
not passed a single act, the committees had not 
been appointed. yet the public is informed by the 
presiding officer that the act creating the body is 
grossly inadequate, that the legislature will have no 
power to pass legislation in aid of the territory, and 
can do little else than idle away sixty days while the 
members grace social functions and draw 
emoluments. 

“When the bill criticized was introduced in 
Congress in practically its present form, several 
thousand copies were sent to the citizens of 
Alaska, from Ketchikan to Kougarok.  A copy was 
sent to the gentleman from Ketchikan, with a letter 
asking him to examine and criticize it. He approved 
it.  Because the Delegate from Alaska introduced it 
and fought the most powerful influences in its 
behalf, including President Taft.  the Alaska 
Syndicate and their followers and friends in 
Washington and in Alaska, every effort was made 
to condemn the bill before the Alaska voters and to 
defeat the delegate for re-election.  The gentleman 
from Ketchikan then favored the bill, and loyally 
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supported the delegate for re-election.  A 
convention was called to meet in Juneau on June 
30, 1910, to nominate a candidate for Delegate to 
Congress.  The gentleman from Ketchikan, holding 
the proxies of all the Ketchikan delegates, attended 
that convention.  He did me the honor to nominate 
me for re-election in a most eloquent speech, 
praising my services to the territory and approving 
my fight for the legislative bill in language worthy of 
Patrick Henry.  He did more-he served as the 
Chairman of the Committee on Platform, and I hold 
in my hand the original report, signed by him, in 
which he approved the bill in question in the 
following language: 

“”Forty-five thousand Americans of such value 
are worthy of an elective assembly in furtherance 
of their efforts to extend the development of the 
unlimited resources of this great Territory, and we, 
therefore favor the creation by Congress of an 
elective legislative assembly in Alaska; we approve 
the general scope and plan of the bill introduced for 
that purpose by our Delegate in Congress, the 
Honorable James Wickersham.” 

“Aided by this vigorous endorsement, the 
Delegate from Alaska was re-elected to Congress, 
strengthened by it the struggle for the Home Rule 
Bill was renewed, and the bill triumphantly enacted 
into law.  It is now violently attacked in a 
spectacular keynote speech.  Why? 

“In his message to the legislature, the Governor 
of Alaska, with an oleaginous hypocrisy worthy of 
Uriah Heep, bewails the lack of power in the 
legislative organic act in this choice phrase: 

“Unfortunate as it is that a rather large scope of 
authority was not granted to the first legislature, 
enabling it to pass laws relative to all ordinary 
subjects of territorial legislation, etc.” 

“The people of Alaska do not need to be 
reminded that it was President Taft and Governor 
Clark who sought by every means in their power to 
prevent us form having any law to create an 
elective legislature in Alaska with any power 
whatever.  It was they who drew, introduced, and 
sought by every trick known to politicians, aided by 

the Alaska Syndicate, the Alaska Fish Trust their 
Alaska lobby in Washington and their  Alaska 
supporters to pass the infamous Beveridge bill, 
which allowed them to appoint your legislature and 
control it after its appointment. 

“Why do gentlemen now neglect their duty to 
enact laws needed in the development of the 
territory and expend their energies in seeking how 
not to do it?  Is it because the Alaska Fish Trust is 
afraid that some legislation may be enacted to 
protect the fishermen and fisheries of Alaska from 
long continued, unlimited and wicked exploitation? 

“The legislative power of the Congress of the 
United States is limited by constitutional 
restrictions.  Every State Legislature in the Union is 
limited in its exercise of power by constitutional 
checks, balances and prohibitions drawn by the 
people in protection of their lives and liberties.   In 
preparing the organic grant of power to the Alaska 
Legislature, your representative in Congress 
followed American principles and plans and 
imposed restraints and limitations upon the 
exercise of that power.  The Organic Act of August 
24, 1912, is, in effect, the Constitution of Alaska; it 
contains those limitations and restraints upon 
Legislative power which are usually found in State 
constitutions.  It is identical, in that respect, with 
similar organic acts passed creating legislative 
bodies in other territories. 

“However much legislators may wish it, an 
organic act giving unlimited power to a territorial 
legislature would be as unwise and dangerous 
legislation as it would be unique in American 
history.  Such limitations are universal, wise, and 
necessary to guide legislation into uniform 
channels and to protect the liberties of the people.  
Let us now consider those in the Alaska Organic 
Act and discover if it is true that the quality thereof 
is so bad as the keynote speech indicates. 

Section 3 of the Organic Act is the first one to 
contain limitations, and no objection is heard to any 
part of it except that contained in the proviso which 
reads as follows. 

“PROVIDED. That the authority herein granted to 
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the legislature to alter, amend, modify, and repeal 
laws in force in Alaska shall not extend to the 
customs, internal revenue, postal, or other general 
laws of the United States or to the game, fish, and 
fur seal laws and laws relating to furbearing 
animals of the United States applicable to Alaska, 
or to the laws of the United States providing for 
taxes on business and trade, or to the Act entitled 
“An Act to provide for the construction and 
maintenance of roads, the establishment and 
maintenance of schools, and the care and support 
of insane persons in the District of Alaska, and for 
other purposes” approved January twenty-seventh 
nineteen hundred and five, and the several acts 
amendatory thereof: PROVIDED FURTHER, That 
this provision shall not operate to prevent the 
legislature from imposing other additional taxes or 
licenses.” 

“Of course there can be no objection to the 
action of Congress in holding from the territorial 
legislature the power to alter, amend, modify or 
repeal the general laws of the United States.  No 
legislature has that power –neither state nor 
territorial.  Not even the legislature of the Empire 
State of New York may exercise such a power.  
The criticism generally heard against this proviso is 
that the legislature of Alaska may not “alter, 
amend, modify or repeal” the “game” and “fish” 
laws heretofore passed by Congress and now in 
force in Alaska.  Neither of those provisions was in 
the bill drawn by me; both were inserted by 
amendment on the floor of the House of 
Representatives over my objection by powerful 
influences which have their Alaskan headquarters 
in Juneau and Ketchikan respectively.  But having 
been forcibly injected into and being now a part of 
the law, let us see how far they exclude the Alaska 
Legislature from passing additional legislation for 
the protection of both “game” and “fish.” 

“Notice that the prohibition is “that the authority 
herein granted to the legislature to alter, amend, 
modify and repeal laws in force in Alaska shall not 
extend to the “game and fish” laws.  That means 
that you may not change the laws now in force 

relating to those two matters, but it leaves your 
legislature entirely free to pass other and 
independent laws necessary to move the effectual 
protection of both game and fish.  There is a wide 
field of needed legislation for the protection of our 
game fisheries in which you have full power and 
authority.  For instance, you may enact a law 
requiring both local and foreign sportsmen to take 
out a territorial license to hunt game and in a 
hundred similar ways you may legislate in the 
protection of Alaska game.  With respect to 
fisheries, your field is equally wide in legislating to 
protect our fish from destruction, and even the 
proviso itself contains a further proviso “that this 
provision shall not operate to prevent the 
legislature form imposing other and additional 
taxes or licenses” on both game and fish. 

“A member who is seeking to discover power to 
aid in the preservation of game and fish in Alaska, 
and securing the full limit of tax or license thereon, 
will have little trouble to do so. 

“Section 9 of the organic act is the one, however, 
which contains the vital limitations upon the power 
of the legislature to enact laws.  It begins with a 
provision universal in such acts in the following 
language: 

“Sec. 9. Legislative Power-Limitations.  The 
legislative power of the Territory shall extend to all 
rightful subjects of legislation not consistent with 
the Constitution and laws of the United States.” 

“This is the widest possible grant or power, 
because none could be granted which would 
violate the Constitution or the laws of the United 
States, Congress having no power to make such a 
grant.  After having made the widest grant of power 
possible.  Congress then added the usual 
limitations, many of which are constitutional 
anyway, and would limit the legislative power even 
if not added to the list of limitations. 

“The first limitations upon the wide range of 
power is “but no law shall be passed interfering 
with the primary disposal of the soil,” a limitation 
found in every territorial organic act and one of 
those which exists without special reservation.  
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Then follows a long list of limitations found 
generally in every organic act.  Generally speaking, 
these limitations are those which compel the 
legislature to respect the rights of property and the 
liberties of the people of Alaska.  They require 
uniform taxation and forbid the granting of 
exclusive or special privileges, the passage of local 
or special laws, the granting of legislative divorces, 
and the legalizing of lotteries or gambling.  They 
also prohibit the legislature from authorizing 
bonded debt or the creation of any debt by the 
territory or municipalities, limit the rate of taxation 
and prevent the formation of county form of 
government until approved by congress.  Each of 
these limitations is drawn to protect the citizen and 
taxpayer from ill-advised or vicious legislation, and 
while some of them were forced into the bill over 
my objection, it is my judgment now that they are 
wise restrictions and they are generally common to 
all other territorial organic acts. 

“Having now considered these restrictions, it may 
be worth noting what the legislature can do.  First, 
it can alter, amend, or repeal all that body of law 
known as the Alaska Codes which provide laws for 
the safety of the public from crime, control Court 
procedure, both civil and criminal, impose road and 
poll tax, and generally legislate in the wide field 
necessary to protect the civil and religious liberties 
of the citizen.  In this report to the Secretary of the 
Interior for 1911, the Governor of Alaska discussed 
certain needed legislation for Alaska, and then 
summarized it as follows: 

“The following is a summary of legislative 
measures discussed herein, which in my opinion 
are most urgently necessary.  They are about the 
same as were recommended in the 1910 report: 

(1, Coal lands. 
(2) Fisheries. 
(3) Mining law amendments 
(4) Quarantine. 
(5) Sanitation and public health. 
(6) Supervision of banks. 
(7) Registration of births, marriages, and  

deaths. 

(8) Compulsory school attendance. 
(9) Relief of destitution.” 
“Of these nine laws which the Governor of 

Alaska deemed the most important to the 
development of the territory, this legislature has 
practically unlimited power to legislate upon the 
last six, and a wide and beneficial range over the 
second and third.  In his message to your body the 
Governor  has recommended that you pass 
legislation touching quarantine, sanitation and 
public health, vital statistics registration, 
compulsory school attendance, relief of destitution, 
labor lien laws, mining law amendments, labor laws 
and code revision.  He did that because he is, and 
all those who do not spend their time gracing the 
hall of social function and drawing emoluments are, 
aware that the legislature has power over those 
general subjects.  If the legislature will do what it 
may do, it will have sixty days hard labor and do 
much to forward the development of Alaska. 

“There are many commendable suggestions in 
the governor’s message, but there are two at least 
with which I do not agree, and since they refer to 
matters with which I have had much concern for 
four years, and will have for two years more, I do 
not hesitate to express my views thereon. 

“The first of these is that relating to taxation and 
revenue.  It was attempted in the preparation of the 
legislative bill to so place the burden of maintaining 
government in Alaska that no part thereof would 
fall on the people of the territory and that neither 
taxation nor revenue would have to be raised from 
them in its support.  For that purpose it was 
provided that the executive and judicial 
departments of government in Alaska should, as 
heretofore be supported by the general 
government by Congressional appropriations.  
Sections 4 and 7 of the act also put the burden of 
the entire expense of the legislature, including 
salaries of members and employees, upon the 
general government.  The act does not create a 
single obligation to be met by taxation or the 
raising of local revenue.  Unless the legislature 
shal create some obligation to be met by local 

 34



Alaska State Library – Historical Collections         Diary of James Wickersham  
MS 107 BOX 3 DIARY 22  Oct. 1, 1912 through June 8, 1913 

taxation, there will be no need for the enactment of 
any law making assessments or levying taxes upon 
the citizen, and I strongly urge that no such burden 
be made nor any such levy of tax be authorized at 
this session.  If a proper use is made of the power 
in Section 3 to levy additional license taxes upon 
trade and business, the same to be collected by 
the clerks of the court and paid into such treasury 
as the legislature may designate, for the use of the 
territory, a fund can be gathered by the date of the 
next or subsequent session sufficient to enable that 
legislature to successfully launch a general 
scheme of taxation and revenue, but in the 
meantime it ought not to be attempted. 

“The Governor points out that the codes of 
Alaska are insufficient, and then says: 

“I recommend that at the present session no acts 
be passed amendatory of the codes with the single 
exception of an act to revise the list of trade and 
occupational licenses.” 

“The suggestion that an act to revise the list of 
trade and occupation licenses be passed is a good 
one, but the recommendation that no acts be 
passed amending the codes is not.  The Alaska 
codes were passed, the criminal code in 1899 and 
the civil code in 1900.  They were then copied form 
the codes of Oregon in large part.  so far as they 
go they are generally well drawn and suited to our 
conditions.  In the twelve years since their 
enactment, some errors and omissions have been 
discovered and many progressive laws have been 
passed by Oregon and other rapidly growing 
commonwealths which are not embodied therein. 

“At the last session of Congress the Committees 
on Territories in the Senate and the House were 
authorized to and did procure the complete 
recodification, annotation, and publication of the 
codes and all other Alaskan laws down to date.  
These new official codes are just now in print an 
ought to reach the members of this legislature in a 
few days.  Because of the publication of these 
codes and laws in official and highly satisfactory 
shape, there is no necessity for the appointment of 
a code commission.  The passage of such 

amendments as the experience of a decade has 
shown to be necessary and progressive additions, 
is easily done; there is an appropriation to publish 
these amendments and such additional laws as 
may be passed, and you will thus have the laws of 
Alaska corrected and amended to suit you in 
compact and highly desirable form. 

“On the second day of your session a resolution 
was introduced of the gravest importance to the 
development of Alaska.  It reads as follows. 

JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 1. 
“BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE, THE 

HOUSE CONCURRING, OF THE TERRITORY OF 
ALASKA: 

“That the report of the Alaska Railway 
Commission recently submitted to the President 
and the Congress of the United States, be, and the 
same, is hereby approved.” 

“The Alaska Railway Commission was appointed 
under the 18th section of the organic act creating 
this legislature, and when the report was sent to 
Congress it was referred to the Committee on 
Territories, of which I am a member, and to a 
special committee of three, of which I was also a 
member.  I read the full report carefully and noticed 
the various conclusions and recommendations with 
much interest.  After a careful consideration of all 
available routes and harbors, the unanimous report 
of the Commission favors Cordova harbor and the 
Copper River Route.  Practically it favors the 
acquisition of the Copper River Railway and its 
extension from Chitina to Fairbanks. 

I greatly fear that if congress should now refuse 
to adopt the Cordova harbor and the Copper River 
Route, the resolution passed by the legislature 
would be effectually used to prevent the adoption 
of either the Seward or Valdez route. 

“Congress passes most of its legislation in the 
last days of its session.  Hasty legislation is too 
often bad legislation.  In his message to this 
legislature, the Governor called attention to the evil 
results likely to follow too specific endorsement.  It 
is a most valuable suggestion and ought to be 
followed in your resolutions and memorials to 
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congress, otherwise, your action may do more 
harm than good to the territory. 

“In conclusion, I wish to impress upon you the 
fact that the organic act of your creation is not the 
end of the law, but only the beginning.  If, in your 
judgment, it does not give you as wide a range of 
power as you think you ought to have you must 
remember two things:  First, it can be extended by 
congress when the need is fairly disclosed to that 
body, and Second, what you lack in legislative 
power Congress has retained and may exercise.  
Legislation needed for the territory which lies 
beyond your power may still be enacted by 
Congress.  For forty-five years Congress has had 
all power; you now have much, and if yours is 
exercised with good judgment and an eye single to 
the welfare of Alaska, it will greatly encourage 
Congress to extend your power and supplement 
your efforts with additional Congressional 
enactment.  If you will pay less attention to keynote 
speeches, and more to earnest effort in seeking 
how to enact necessary legislation for the 
development of Alaska, much you can do and how 
pleased your constituents will be with your 
success. 

Diary 22, 1913 
March 11 

-11th – 
My political opponents are furious at my speech of 
last night & Ingersoll has today given notice that he 
will rise tomorrow to a question of personal 
privilege to answer me. 
Was invited tonight to attend a business mans 
smoker at the Elks Hall - Henry Roden, my former 
partner -Senator from my home district spoke - he 
declared he was a Guggenheim Lawyer & agent - 
that they were a good influence in the Territory etc. 
and aimed a shot at me & also at Dan Sutherland - 
in short he  

Diary 22, 1913 
March 11 

-11- 
declared his alliances to the Guggenheim & 
expressed great pride in his infamy.  His action is a 
betrayal of the people of the Territory & a 
declaration of his loyalty to “Big Business.”  It 
leaves the Senate in no doubtful attitude - Bruner, 
Roden, Millard, Ray & Tripp are strongly with the 

Interests - no progressive legislation can be 
passed - it is the same old trick of buying the 
Senate - & thus blocking all legislation in aid of the 
people. 

Diary 22, 1913 
March 12 

-12th – 
Working with some of the members on a fish bill - 
also received an invitation today to appear before 
the Joint Com. having in charge the study of 
transportation & coal land questions.  Of course I 
shall go - & give them any help I can.  Gov. Clark 
sent in a communication today protesting against 
any amendments to the code & urging the 
appointment of a code commission, etc.  What the 
job is I do not quite know.  Valdes Dyke bill did 
pass – telegram today from Senator Jones saying 
so. 

Diary 22, 1913 
March 13 

-13th – 
Ingersoll delivered himself in the House today -
made a failure & was “baited” by nearly every 
member -my speech has done much good - it had 
wakened those who were wavering & now the 
general trend is to claim even more power than the 
bill - organic act - gives. 
Have been working with members on Fisheries bill 
- woman suffrage & elections.  Senator Bruner & 
others representing Gov. Clark are organizing to 
control the Senate.  The two newspapers here in 
the interests of Big Business & against me -they 
are succeeding, too. 

Diary 22, 1913 
March 14 

-14th – 
Appeared before the Joint Committee on 
Transportation - on the Ry. & Coal land memorials 
- gave them such information as I had & quit 
quickly. 
Aided Senator Sutherland & Rep. Svendsetii to 
draw a bill to abolish fish traps - aided Rep Shoup 
to draw bill to give certificate of recognition to 
Indians who have become citizens.  Am in constant 
demand to assist & advise in the preparation of 
laws - since there are so few lawyers in the legis-
lature & they all represent special interests. 

Diary 22, 1913 
March 15 

-15th – 
Have my ticket & leave tonight on the Jefferson for 
Seattle & Wash. 
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Ed. C. Russell, of the Dispatch came to ask me to 
see Mrs. Russell - who came into Juneau 
yesterday on the Jefferson, & ask her not to 
continue her fight against him in a lawsuit between 
the two over the ownership of the Dispatch.  I tried 
in vain - visiting first one, then the other to get them 
to compromise & quit - but to no effect. 
Visited with Rev. Father — Russian priest for an 
hour talking of Russian charts, books & early days 
in Alaska. 

Diary 22, 1913 
March 15 

15 
I leave Juneau with a feeling that I ought to remain 
- that I am really needed here to sift out & prevent 
hasty and ill advised legislation.  Of course, there is 
the personal element which is always exhibited in 
such cases - but generally I could do much good - 
but I have concluded: That since I gave Alaska the 
Legislative act, I am not needed to remain and 
guide those whom the People chose to make laws 
for them - they will make mistakes - but so do I - 
and so does every legislature - even Congress 
makes many - they can 

Diary 22, 1913 
March 15-16 

15 
be corrected even if made. - 
The Senate is friendly to the Corporations - Bruner 
-Roden, Millard & Tripp have no hesitancy in acting 
openly & boldly for them, & since there are only 8 
members in the Senate - no progressive legislation 
can be passed in the interest of the people if it is 
objected to by the corporations. 

-16th – 
Left Juneau at 2 o’clock this morning - cold, windy 
and disagreeable.  Reached Wrangell this evening.  
C.P. Cole on board for Wrangell. 

Diary 22, 1913 
March 17-18 

-17th – 
At Ketchikan this morning.  Saw Forest J. Hunt & 
had talk with him about Mrs. Swineford as 
postmaster at Ketchikan vice Figgins whom I kept 
from being confirmed. 
Crossed Dixons Entrance this evening - weather 
better, St Patricks Day 

-18th – 
Queen Charlottes Sound - Alert Bay - and this 
evening a snow storm- Seymour narrows tonight.  

Clear & moonshine late. 
Diary 22, 1913 
March 19-20 

-19th – 
Went through pass out of the Gulf of Georgia at 
breakfast time - Victoria in the distance at 10:30.  
Port Townsend at noon - and are just now entering 
the waters of Puget Sound as the dinner bell is 
ringing. 
Arrived at Seattle at 3:30 and went to the Rainier 
Grand. 

-20th – 
Telegram from George - everything in office quiet.  
Lunch with Lechey, Esterly, Price etc. 
Going to Buckley this evening to visit mother & look 
after my lots, etc. 

Diary 22, 1913 
March 21-27 

-Friday 21. 
In Buckley visiting folks 

-22- 
Went to Tacoma from Buckley this morning.  Saw 
Peterson about ditch etc. reservation land - O.K.  
Geo. Reid - $100. 

-23rd- 
Back to Rainier Grand - many Alaskans etc. 

-24- 
Started East over N.P.[see for route] 

-25th – 
Spokane – Missoula 

-26- 
Billings – Mandan 

-27th - 
St. Paul – Chicago 

Diary 22, 1913 
March 28-29 

-28th – 
Left Chicago this morning (28th) on first train to go 
through the flooded districts in Ind. & Ohio.  Losing 
time & train running slow over washed out tracks – 

-29th – 
Pittsburgh this morning - the Ohio River in high 
flood - 
Reached Washington this evening at 8 o’clock - 
went to the Driscoll Hotel to find out news of 
Debbie -but they knew only that she had gone on 
the trip to Panama - so I went to the Congress Hall 
Hotel where I will stay until she comes back from 
Panama. 

Diary 22, 1913 -30th - 
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March 30-31 Had long talk with Heifner about Seattle & Alaskan 
politics - things are decidedly mixed - but I cannot 
expect anything else –  

-31st – 
Alaska politicians here are Strong, Jennings, 
Erwin, Cheney, Dribelbis, Finnigan, Whittlesey, 
Ferguson – near Alaskans – Heifner, McKenzie, 
McDonald, Joslin, Ryan, Moran.  Frank Young of 
Juneau is also here.  There is a bitter fight on 
between Strong & Riggs for Governor & the bunch 
thinks Riggs has the lead - but he is not an 
Alaskan. 

Diary 22, 1913 
April 1 

-April 1st – 
Went over this morning & called on Sec. of Interior 
Franklin K. Lane, whom I knew years ago in 
Tacoma when he was editor of the “Tacoma 
News.”  He was cordial & at once started in to ask 
questions about Alaska.  He wanted to know if I 
would come to his house some evening soon & 
consult with him & Senators Smoot, Chamberlain & 
Pitmann.  Of course I said I would be glad to do it. I 
called only to pay my respects & offer my 
assistance in Alaska matters - in his conversation 
he seemed  

Diary 22, 1913 
April 1 

1 
to assume that there would be much difficulty with 
me- that I was a sort of bull in the political & 
legislative China-shop -and must be handled with 
care, etc.  He asked me about Major J.F. A. 
Strong, who is the Demo, organization candidate 
for Governor of Alaska - I answered that the people 
of Alaska largely favored Strong’s appointment & 
that in my judgment he was the best man now 
being urged for the place.  He assured me of only 
one thing - that only residents of Alaska would be 
appointed to office there.  There is much -keen and 
active - interest  

Diary 22, 1913 
April 1 

1 
in the Alaska lobby here on the subject of Alaska 
Railways.  Already a railroad bill has been fixed up 
and offered to me with the earnest request that I 
shall introduce it and give it my active support.  I 
will not do it & am now busy drawing a bill to suit 
myself - one what will put all the burden & 

responsibility upon the President of the U.S. 
Joslin, of course, is strongly favoring the other bill, 
which gives the Guggenheims the opening which 
they seek to “put over” their road on the 
government.  I will prepare my own bill & then fight 
for all & get as much as I can. 

Diary 22, 1913 
April 2 

-April 2nd – 
The Attorney General’s office called me up by tele-
phone this morning & asked me to call - that the 
Atty. Genl. wanted to consult with me - 
Before I could go L.T, Erwin of Fairbanks came in 
the office - brought me a letter from Henry I. Ray 
urging me to support Erwin for U.S. Marshal - I 
frankly told him I would not do it but would object to 
his appointment & defeat him if I could.  I told him 
why - frankly. 
Called and spend an hour with the Atty. Genl.  He 
met me frankly & said that he wished to consult 
with me about appointments in  

Diary 22, 1913 
April 2 

2 
Alaska - that since I was acquainted & was the 
representative of the people there he wished me to 
tell him fully but confidentially about the men who 
are applicants for office there. 
I gave him a brief outline of conditions there - he 
then started in with the First Div. & we talked over 
the candidates for Judge, Marshal & Dist. Atty.  I 
gave him a good report on Jennings - advised him 
to remove Faulkner, Marshal, & told him Rustgard 
was honest, etc.  We went over both the present 
incumbents & the applicants for their places - I did 
not hesitate to give him a fair & truthful report on 
each.  I advised him 

Diary 22, 1913 
April 2 

2 
to get rid of Faulkner, Sullivan, Powell & Love, 
Marshals at once & appoint their successors - told 
him Judge Lyons & Fuller were O.K. & strongly 
protested against the appointment of Erwin, 
marshal, or John G. Ostrander, as judge.   
I also told him about Cheney, the Demo. Nat. Com. 
having received $3000. from Shackleford & 
Jackling - Gugg. agents - & told him that Cheney is 
now here on that $3000 trying to turn the 
appointments to their interest -He was interested & 
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made copious notes about all matters. 
When I left he told me that he intended to look to 
me  

Diary 22, 1913 
April 2-3 

2 
to give him information, etc. about Alaska 
appointments -that he would have a list of 
applicants made & let me make notes about the 
applicants for his information.  Altogether I was 
pleased at his attitude & hope I may be able to 
keep his confidence. 
Sent Darrell a telegram congratulating him on his 
31st birthday.  Debbie will be in New York about 
Friday & I will go over to meet her. 

-3rd – 
Busy preparing Railroad Bill - for the building of 
Govt. Ry in Alaska. 

Diary 22, 1913 
April 4 

-4th – 
Went over to New York last evening on the 
“Congressional Limited” on the Penn. Ry. to meet 
Debbie - stayed at the beautiful, new, 24 story 
“McAlpin Hotel” - Debbie came this morning on the 
Ste. “Ancon” from Panama, & we came home this 
evening.  She wants to stay at the “Driscoll Hotel” 
& I want to stay at the Congress Hall, so we com-
promised, as we usually do, by staying at the 
Driscoll. 
She had a fine trip.  The Haydens from Arizona 
were particularly friendly to her. 

Diary 22, 1913 
April 7 

-7th – 
Special Session, 63rd Congress met today. 
For several days I have been working to get a 
railroad bill in shape - so that all interests could 
support it.  I wrote a bill giving all power and the 
necessary appropriation to the President - Have 
just been over to see Senators Chamberlain of 
Oregon & Pittman of Nevada -Chamberlain will 
introduce the bill - just as I drew it -in the Senate 
today & have it referred to the Com. on Ter. of 
which Senator Pittman is chairman. 

Diary 22, 1913 
April 7 

7 
I will introduce it in the House - We have had 
trouble over John F. Ballaine whose silly egotism 
leads him to “butt in” when it not only hurts the 
cause of Alaska but the very things he wants to 

aid.  He was present & consulted with Heifner, 
Joslin & I & then rushed off & drew a bill as nearly 
like mine as he could & took it to Senator 
Chamberlain & asked him to introduce it - told him I 
approved it, etc.  He also put it into Chamberlains 
head to introduce it, when we hoped to have 
Senator Pittman do it, etc. etc. & both  

Diary 22, 1913 
April 7 

7 
Senator Chamberlain & Pittman were inclined to be 
huffy - will not have Ballaine about me anymore - 
he is a fool - 
My idea is to put all power in the Presidents hands 
& thus keep every interest in line for the bill - 
hoping that it may finally land him where it comes 
to the point of locating the road.  They ought all to 
help pass the bill - I do not care where the road is 
located so that it is built - any place will help the 
Territory start us off into a new plan of work & 
development. 

Diary 22, 1913 
April 8 

-8th – 
President Wilson smashed the precedents of a 
century today by personally appearing in the Hall of 
the House of Representatives & delivering - 
reading - his tariff message before the joint 
assembly of the Senate & House. 

Had dinner tonight at the Press Club with the 
Alaska bunch - Senator Pitman, Joslin, McDonald, 
Ballaine, Casey Moran, Dick Ryan, Finnigan, 
Dribelbis, McDonald.  Guests Bennett & Logan.  
Editor [?] writers on the Washington Post.  Subject, 
Alaska Railroads & a good time we had, too. 

Diary 22, 1913 
April 10 

-10th – 
My Ry. Bill is H.R. 1739. 
Went with Major Strong, Judge Finnigan & Geo. 
Dribelbis to see the P.M. Genl. about the 
establishment of a base line of mail route from 
Seward to the Iditarod & the Kuskokwim interior.  
Little done, but Finnigan will go home & begin work 
from that end & we may land it later - I favor the 
plan. 
Office full of Alaskan office seekers - I am opposing 
appointments of Ostrander & Erwin - but I do not 
know whether I will beat them. 

Diary 22, 1913 10 
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April 10 I also wrote a strong letter to Sec. Lane today 
against Col. Richardson, Pres. Alaska Road Com.  
Lane sent for me & I saw him yesterday about 
complaints which had been made by R.R. Hunter, 
of Cordova, against Richardson - I think it is time to 
do all possible to get rid of him  - if he wins out with 
the present administration he will hang like a mill 
stone to our neck for four years more - while we 
were in P.M. Genls. office today he spoke to Major 
Strong as “Governor” - looks as if Strong is to be 
appointed. 

Diary 22, 1913 
April 10 

10 
[clipping] 

ALASKANS GUESTS  
OF WRITERS’ CLUB 

Genuine Love Feast Held in 
Washington for West- 

ern Men. 
Special to the Post-Intelligencer 

Washington, April 8.-The National Press Club, of 
Washington, was the scene tonight of a genuine 
Alaska love feast, at a dinner given by Alaskans 
now at the capital in honor of Ira E. Bennett, editor 
of the Washington Post, and Thomas F. Logan, 
editorial writer for that publication, in recognition of 
the splendid work they have done during the last 
few years in presenting Alaskan questions to the 
public in their true light. 

The dinner was presided over by Delegate 
Wickersham, of Alaska, and among those present 
in addition to the guests of honor, were Senator 
Key Pittman, of Nevada; Charles G. Heifner, T.P. 
McDonald, A.N. Brown, Casey Moran and J.E. 
Ballaine, of Seattle; Dudley P. Harrison, of Nome, 
secretary to Senator Pittman; Donald McKenzie, of 
Nelson; Dick Ryan and Falcon Joslin, of Fairbanks. 

The entire Alaskan railroad situation was 
discussed during the evening in a manner which le 
every one to say that more genuine understanding 
between the Alaskans holding different views  had 
been arrived at than at any of the previous 
conferences on the topic.  Senator Pittman took an 
extensive part in the discussion. 
“If you leave the construction of railroads in Alaska 

to private capital,” said the senator, “Alaska will 
remain undeveloped for a hundred years.  I am in 
favor of immediate construction by the 
government.” 

Diary 22, 1913 
April 13 

-13th – 
Darrell came over from the Philadelphia Navy Yard 
last evening & spent today with us. He has made 
application to the Navy Dept. to be retired on 1/2 
pay on account of disability from sea sickness. 
Ever since he had typhoid fever at Norfolk four 
years ago he has suffered excessively from sea 
sickness - never before - and since it affects his 
ability to perform his duties he wishes to retire.  I 
am greatly disappointed -but have concluded to 
approve & let him retire. 

Diary 22, 1913 
April 14 

-14th – 
Called at the White House offices to see the Presi-
dent but was unable to see him on account of his 
engagements.  Called on Sec. Int. Lane & had long 
conference about Alaska matters - also at Dep. 
Justice about the power of Legislature to pass fish 
legislation in Alaska. 
The Cannery owners & the Bureau of Fisheries are 
trying to prevent the Alaska Legislature from 
legislating -declaring it has now power - I am trying 
to get Atty. Genl. to hold that it has the power - 
think he will hold with us. 

Diary 22, 1913 
April 14 

14 
[clipping] 
THE WASHINGTON TINES, MONDAY, APRIL 14, 

1913 
PRESIDENT MAY BE 
HEAD OF RAILROAD 

Alaskan Construction Bill, Drawn by Delegate 
James Wicker- 

sham, and Introduced by Senator Chamberlain of 
Oregon, 

Bids Fair to Be Enacted Into Law. 
By Judson C. Welliver 

“Woodrow Wilson, President of the United 
States, ex officio builder, general manager and 
operator of the National railroads of Alaska.  That’s 
a new title that seems very likely to be conferred, 
along with the functions it implies, upon the Chief 
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Executive of the United States. 
Within a few days Franklin Lane, Secretary of the 

Interior is expected to complete his report on the 
latest railroad construction bill for Alaska.  It is 
confidently expected he will approve the measure.  
If he does, it will then be taken up by the Senate 
Committee on Territories, whose members are 
favorable to the measure, and reported.  Its 
passage at the present or the next session of 
Congress is now regarded as almost assured. 

This legislation will represent a new departure for 
the Federal Government.  It means Government 
construction, ownership and operation of a great 
railway system for Alaska, under the name of the 
“Alaska National Railways.” 
Straws have been giving indication of the wind’s 
direction lately.  Secretary Lane has had long con-
ferences with his immediate predecessor, Walter L. 
Fisher, at which it is understood the Government 
railway project for Alaska was discussed.  Mr. 
Fisher strongly recommended that the Government 
build and operate these roads.  It was indeed a 
favorite project with him. 

Diary 22, 1913 
April 14 

14 
[clipping continued] 

Confers With Lane. 
Following this, former Secretary James R. 

Garfield came to town, and spent a good deal of 
time with Secretary Lane.  Mr. Garfield is also in 
favor of Government railroads for Alaska.  Mr. Lane 
has been anxious to know just as much as possible 
about the detailed, practical facts surrounding 
Alaskan development.  That he has gone to these 
sources for advice is taken to indicate that he will 
press for the Government project just as vigorously 
as Secretary Fisher would have done, had he 
remained in power. 

The legislation looking to initiation of this plan 
was drafted by Delegate James Wickersham of 
Alaska.  Mr. Wickersham is at last come into his 
own.  Under the Taft regime he was in bad odor 
with the Executive authority.  Secretary Ballinger 
and the Alaska delegate foreclosed their relations 
early in the former’s regime; and about that same 

time the White House doors were barred against 
Mr. Wickersham, who didn’t go near the place for 
the last two or three years that Taft was President. 

Anything that Wickersham wanted was certain to 
be classed with anathema by the White House.  
Wickersham fought against Guggenheim control 
conceasingly, and despite the handicaps of the 
Administration’s friendship for the Gugg-s He 
gained a strong hold on the confidence of 
Congress.  With the change of Administration, 
Wickersham finds himself sought by the people 
who will be charged with the administration of 
Alaska, and his legislation is being taken up by the 
authorities and pushed. 
The Wickersham bill has been introduced in the 
Senate by Mr. Chamberlain of Oregon.  If it 
passes, it will, in brief: 

The Terms 
Open to settlement about 60,000,000 acres of 

agricultural and grazing land. 
Make room in Alaska, and make settlement 
possibly by all the emigrants this country is now 
losing to Canada - last year, about 140,000. 

Supply coal for our Pacific coast, including the 
naval needs.  There has long been tendency to 
serious shortages throughout this region, and 
frequent recurrence of famine prices. 

Immensely increase the output of Alaska gold. 
Those most familiar with the country think that the 
output would be trebled in a short time, because it 
would make supplies and living so much cheaper 
than vast deposits which now-cannot be worked 
profitably, would become highly remunerative. 

It is declared that Norway, Sweden and Finland, 
on two thirds the area that this railroad system 
would make available in Alaska, and with the same 
climate, maintain 12,500,000 population, and 
14,500,000 head of livestock; produce annually 
150,000,000 bushels of wheat, rye, oats and 
barley; and show soil products worth $250,000,000 
a year.  Alaska is declared capable of doubling 
this. 

Diary 22, 1913 
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14 
[clipping continued] 
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President Responsible. 
The Wickersham-Chamberlain bill places in the 

hands of the President the whole responsibility for 
development of the Alaska railroad system.  He 
would have the subject of routes, etc., investigated, 
and then by executive order would decide where 
the roads were to be located. 

The purpose is to build not more than 733 miles 
of standard-gauge roads at this time, to connect 
the upper navigable waters of the Yilon and 
Tanana rivers with the warm and open harbors of 
the Pacific coast of Alaska. 

Bonds up to $35,000,000 may be issued to pay 
for the roads; and these bonds are to be amortized 
through a redemption fund, to which will go 50 per 
cent of receipts for sale, disposal or lease of coal, 
agricultural or other public lands or their contests. 

The point in which reliance is placed is that the 
ultimate complete responsibility for the entire 
operation is vested in the President.  No 
commission, unless designated by him in his 
discretion, will have anything to do with it.  The 
responsibility will be with him.  All the Alaska 
interests seemed able to agree on this, and on no 
other plan. 

-17th – 
We are all mad - mad - angry - because today we 
are told that the President will appoint Thomas 
Riggs, Jr., Governor of Alaska! - that Major Strong 
is to be turned down - by Lane, Wallace, - the Army 
& Navy Club - & the Big Interests - all of whom 
want Riggs - who is a miniature Hoggatt. 

Diary 22, 1913 
April 17 

17 
I had a long talk this evening with Senator Pitman 
of Nev. who is as angry as any of us - he is 
contemplating fighting the confirmation of Riggs - & 
yet we do not know that Riggs is to be nominated - 
we only think so - for Sec. Lane refused to tell 
Pitman whom he had endorsed. 
Major Strong was in the office today - blue & 
discouraged - said he would start home in 2 days.  
I invited him & Mrs. S. tomorrow evening & will try 
to prevent him from going until the fight is over. 
R.W. Jennings was appointed Judge District Court 

today. 
Diary 22, 1913 
April 18 

-18th – 
Yesterday was a “blue” day for the whole Alaska 
contingent – we had a straight tip that Riggs was to 
be appointed Governor instead of Strong & 
everyone from Alaska – of whom about 20 – mostly 
office seekers – are now in Washington – was 
keenly disappointed – Joy reigns supreme today, 
however, for this mornings bulletin from the White 
House announces that Strong is to be appointed.  
The Strongs & Dr. S. Hall Young took dinner with 
Debbie & me tonight at the Driscoll – a happy 
dinner. 

Diary 22, 1913 
April 20-21 

-20th – 
A fine sunny Sunday - all Alaskans feel better over 
Strong’s appointment which we now expect early 
this week. 

-21st – 
[clipping] 

WILSON NOMINATES 
MEN FOR BIG POSTS 

J.F.A. Strong is Selected to be 
New Alaska Governor-Col- 
lectors Are Named. 

President Wilson today nominated: 
To be Auditor for the War Department –James L. 

Baity, of Missouri. 
Collector of Customs, District of Astoria, Ore. – 

William C. Logan, of Oregon. 
Collector of Customs, District of Portland-

Thomas C. Burke, of Oregon. 
Governor of Alaska-J.F.A. Strong, of Alaska. 
Surveyor General of Alaska-Charles E. 

Davidson, of Alaska. 
 

Went to see the Atty. Genl. this afternoon about the 
inquiry of the Legislature as to its power to pass 
“fish laws.” 

Diary 22, 1913 
April 22 

-22nd – 
At the request of the Atty. Genl. made last night I 
wrote a letter this morning & sent it to him before 
Cabinet meeting explaining the situation in re. the 
matter of trying to limit the Alaska Legislature from 
legislating on the fisheries in Alaska.  He said he 
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intended to put it before the President. 
I enclosed a copy of my article in the “Conservation 
Magazine” on “Slaughter of the Silver Horde” - 
Aug. 1911, hoping to attract their attention to the 
fine pictures therein & thereby get them to “stop, 
look and Listen.” 

Diary 22, 1913 
April 23-24 

-23rd – 
Pinchot, Ex. Sec. Int. Garfield & Jud. Welliver, Ed. 
Times were in my office today talking about the 
Railroad bill - they seem to favor it and I will ask 
them to come before the Committee to support it. 

-24th – 
Saw Senator Chamberlain today about Hearings 
on Railroad bill before Sen. Com. on Ter. 
tomorrow.  I told him about Pinchot & Garfield & he 
agreed that both ought to be invited to talk but he 
objected to Ex Sec. Fisher -says he has made too 
many enemies etc. 

Diary 22, 1913 
April 26 

-26th – 
The Senate Com. on Ter. did not have a meeting 
either yesterday or today - no quorum. 
It seems hard to get the members to attend & 
Senator Pitman has promised to make a personal 
appeal for a meeting on Tuesday.  Dick Ryan has 
been swelling around denouncing our efforts to get 
railroad legislation for Alaska - today I purposely 
laid in wait for him in the Com. Rooms - only Al-
askans present and I scored him unmercifully!   I 
anticipate that I will have to give the Alaska Central 
Ry. lobbyists a scoring also - they want a coal 
leasing bill & the control of both coal & Railroads - 
a monopoly. 

Diary 22, 1913 
April 27 

-27th – 
Debbie & I attended a reception last night at the 
Pinchot’s - 1615 Rhode Is. Ave - given by the 
Pinchot’s in honor of Sec. of Interior & Mrs. Lane & 
Sec of Ag. & Mrs. Houston.  It was a great function 
- the Pinchot’s have a large & beautiful house - 
arranged for such receptions & being wealthy - 
money aplenty - nothing is lacking to give life, 
beauty & plenty to those who attend. 

A warm rainy Sunday. 
Diary 22, 1913 
April 27 

-27- 
[clipping] 

The Washington Post 
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 30, 1913. 

A PLEA FOR ALASKA. 
Several meetings of the Senate Committee on 

Ter— have been called to consider the bills 
providing for the construction of railroads in Alaska, 
but each time the matter has gone over, owing to 
the absence of a quorum.  At this rate it is doubtful 
whether anything will be done for the relief of 
Alaska at the present session of Congress.  Yet it 
is deemed by many members of Congress that the 
development of Alaska is second in importance 
only to tariff revision and banking and currency 
legislation. 

For a time it appeared as if the government 
would pursue a different attitude toward the 
Territory which had been treated so long like a 
stepdaughter, but the desired legislation seems to 
be as far off as ever. 

One wonders why it is that reformers, in their 
zeal to benefit the workingman and improve the 
conditions of the masses, so frequently fail to do 
the thing which is easiest and most useful.  Why 
not give relief to Alaska?  Private capital has been 
denied the right of going into Alaska and 
developing railroads and mines.  The 
conservationists, who have called a halt on 
development in many States, have been likewise 
successful in crippling the growth of Alaska.  
Millions of tons of coal are lying untouched in 
Alaska, and the capital of many individuals is tied 
up simply because the government, while refusing 
to open Alaska to private enterprise, at the same 
time fails to bring about any development on its 
own initiative. 

The construction of a railroad in Alaska will 
involve an expenditure of about $35,000,000.  It 
will provide an outlet from the mines, and, if a more 
liberal policy is pursued, will permit the sale of coal 
on the Pacific coast at reasonable prices. It will 
open up  

Diary 22, 1913 
April 27 
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[clipping] 
new mines and agricultural regions, and increase 
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the population of the Territory. 
What could the Senate do that would be more 

helpful than to give immediate consideration to the 
measure which would bring about the building of 
the proposed railroad? What is the Senate doing 
now that is of more consequence?  As a matter of 
fact, the Senate is marking time until the tariff bill is 
sent over from the House.  The country must 
spend thousands of dollars for every day that 
Congress is in session, and the people would feel 
that the money were being spent to better purpose 
if the Senate were to engage in constructive 
Alaskan legislation. 
 
We are being put -off from day to day by the 
Senate Com on Ter. until the above editorial - Also 
this morning Pinchot’s office called up & will come 
to see me tomorrow in an effort to get action.  We 
seem to have secured much powerful influences 
behind our efforts & I am hopeful that this writer - 
even if not at this session - will get such legislation 
as will build Railroads in Alaska! 

Diary 22, 1913 
May 1-2 

-May 1st, 1913- 
Nothing doing before the Senate Com. on Ter. 
today. Still, we may get a hearing for Senator 
Chamberlain is getting ugly - so is La Follette & 
Bristow & I Hope soon to see such an upheaval as 
will bring results.  It takes time & patience to get 
even a hearing! 

-May 2nd – 
After a long delay we got our first hearing in the 
Alaska Railroad Bills today - 
Senator Pitman did not appear - Senator 
Chamberlain acted as Chairman - the Washington 
Times has the following: 

Diary 22, 1913 
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2 
[clipping] 

PERKINS TO TESTIFY 
ON ALASKA RAILWAY 

Guggenheim and Morgan Firms 
Are Also Asked to Tell 

of Existing Facts. 
George W. Perkins, formerly of the United States 

Steel Corporation, and one time member of the 

banking firm of J.P. Morgan & Co., was today 
invited by the Senate Territories Committee to 
appear and explain why he believes that private 
capital will not develop a railway system in Alaska.  
Representatives of the Guggenheim and Morgan 
firms are also to be invited. 

This action was decided upon when J. E. 
Ballaine, of Seattle, testified, in advocating the 
passage of the Wickersham-Chamberlain bill 
providing for Government railways in Alaska, that 
Perkins told him no railroad building “would be 
allowed” until the private coal claims in the Territory 
should be patented by the Government. 

Has Telegram to Show. 
 “I will go further,” said Ballaine, “and say that if Mr. 
Perkins will give his permission I will make public a 
telegram which passed between a New York 
broker and a prominent member of former 
President Taft’s Cabinet on this matter.”  Senator 
Walsh immediately moved that Perkins be asked to 
testify.  Delegate Wickersham of Alaska, protested 
on the ground that the matter was not relevant to 
the passage of the bill. 

Wants Expert Testimony. 
Senator Nelson of Minnesota agreed that Perkins 
and the Guggenheims and the Morgans should tell 
what they know on the subject.  Ballaine suggested 
that a private-build road could not grant rates so 
low as a Government road financed by a 3 per cent 
bond issue.  Senator Walsh declared that the same 
argument could be used to support Government-
owned railroads in the United States. 

Delegate Wickersham told the committee that the 
route from San Francisco to Yokohama was 1,100 
miles shorter by way of Alaska than by way of 
Honolulu.  He advocated building a naval base in 
Alaska and the development of the coal supply and 
government railroads with that advantage in view. 

Diary 22, 1913 
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-2- 
[clipping] 

URGES NAVAL BASE 
NEAR ALASKA COAL 

A naval base in Alaska, within close reach to the 
magnificent coal fields of that Territory, was urged 
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today by Delegate Wickersham of Alaska before 
the Senate Committee on Territories.  He was one 
of a number of Alaska people and those interested 
in Alaska who appeared before the committee 
today to be heard on the Alaskan railroad bills. 

Mr. Wickersham took up the naval base question 
incidentally.  He said the distance from San 
Francisco to Yokohama was 1,100 mile further by 
way of Hawaii than the distance via the Aleutian 
Islands. 

Instead of a naval base at Hawaii, he asserted it 
was much better to have one in Alaska whence it 
was an easier journey to the Orient than from 
Hawaii. 

Mr. Wickersham made no reference to hostilities 
in the Pacific, but merely alluded to the 
geographical advantages of an Alaskan base.  He 
pointed out that with a base in Alaska millions of 
tons of fine coal would be easily accessible. 

Mr. Wickersham advocated the Chamberlain bill 
dealing with the Alaskan railroad situation.  This 
would provide for 733 miles of Government built 
and owned road and a bond issue of $35,000,000.  
Three rich valleys would be opened up. 
 
Governor Strong was confirmed by the Senate 
yesterday had a conference with him today and am 
to have one with him and Sec Lane in the morning 
about building the insane hospital at Fairbanks. 

Diary 22, 1913 
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-6th – 
We have a daily hearing on the Alaska Railroad Bill 
- Pinchot was heard today & I asked to have Fisher 
heard tomorrow - the matters is attracting some 
attention & we have been notified of much 
opposition. 
Dick Ryan of the Controller Baby Ry. Jemmett & 
Patrick for the Alaska Northern & Dickeson of the 
White Pass Ry. all promise to fight the bill for 
government ownership. 

I am greatly disappointed in Senator Key Pitman, 
of Nevada, who passed some ( 3 or 4 ) years in 
Alaska.  At his own urgent request, he was made 
Chairman of the Senate Com. on Ter. He promised 
to aid us in every way - but he has completely 

deserted the hearings & is supposed to be on a 
drunk in New York!!  We do not know why he does 
not show up! 

Diary 22, 1913 
May 7 

-7th – 
From Alaska - Juneau Dispatch:  

MONDAY, APRIL 28, 1913 
LEGISLATORS TO 
  HELP DELEGATE 
    TO SECURE AID 

ONE FROM EACH DIVISION 
WILL BE SELECTED 

The Senate passed and sent into the House 
today a joint resolution asking for a joint session of 
the legislation to convene in the House at noon 
tomorrow for consideration of the question of 
selecting one member from each of the judicial 
decisions to Washington to “assist Hon. James 
Wickersham, delegate to Congress, in getting 
legislation” following the passage of all memorials 
on national legislation.  The resolution was 
introduced in the Senate by Senator Bruner, and is 
now in the hands of the House committee of the 
House.  

The question of sending four members of the 
legislature to Washington has been discussed 
freely outside of the legislative halls and has now 
reached a stage where sentiment of the members 
of the legislature will be freely expressed.  There 
was only one vote in the Senate 
against the joint resolution. 
 
I shall send them home with “their tails behind 
them.” 

Diary 22, 1913 
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7 
We are having good daily sessions of the Senate 
Com. on Ter. on our Railroad bill - Pinchot was 
before the Com. yesterday & Ex Sec of Int. Fisher 
today - both spoke strongly in favor of the bill - it 
now begins to look like we may get a favorable 
report.  Tomorrow the opposition opens with 
Dickeson of the White Pass to begin - Ryan & 
others to follow. 

Sent $630.00 (1/2 Darrell’s) to L.C. Hess, 
Fairbanks, Alaska, today (P.M. orders) to take up 
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Harold Sedden’s option to sell me 21,000- shares 
in the Tanana M&H. Co. -claims on Goessman Hill 
- Cleary Creek. 

Diary 22, 1913 
May 10-11 

-10th – 
Hearing on Alaska Railway Bills every day this 
week -then we will close on next Monday or 
Tuesday.  Senator Pitman has finally come back - 
two days ago - 
Darrell is over today from Phil Navy Yard - visiting 
us. 

-11th – 
Hearing on Alaska Railway Bills every day this 
week -then we will close on next Monday or 
Tuesday.  Senator Pitman has finally come back - 
two days ago - 
Darrell is over today from Phil Navy Yard - visiting 
us. 

Diary 22, 1913 
May 11 

11 
[clipping] 

ALASKAN SOLONS 
OFF FOR SEATTLE 

Well Pleased With Result of 
the Sessions of First 

Legislature. 
Special Cable to the Post-Intelligencer  

JUNEAU, Alaska, May 4.- With the adjournment 
of the legislature practically all of the legislators 
have left Juneau for their homes. 

On the Pacific Coast Steamship Company’s 
steamship Spokane tonight going to Seattle on 
their way to various points in the states are 
Senators Elwood Bruner and Conrad Freeding, of 
Nome; Senator B.F. Millard, of Valdez; Speaker 
E.B. Collins, of Goldstream; Representatives Frank 
Aldrich, of Nome; J.C. Kennedy, of Candle; 
Charles D. Jones, of Nome; F.M. Boyle, of Valdez, 
and Milo Kelly, of Knik.  This is Aldrich’s first visit 
outside in twenty-one years. 
The work done by the first legislature is considered 
satisfactory here and the public seems to be 
generally well pleased.  The governor signed thirty-
seven senate bills and forty-five house bills.  About 
thirty of the bills were amendments to the civil 
code. 

Work of Legislature. 
Of the new substantive laws, the most important 

are comprehensive amendments to the mining 
laws as applied to Alaska employers’ liability law, 
partial revision and additions to the tax and license 
Laws, act creating a territorial treasury and office of 
territorial treasurer, miners’ lien law, eight hour law 
for quartz miners, banking law, quarantine law, 
public health act, bill for the relief of the poor by the 
establishment of territorial homes for indigent and 
disabled prospectors, registration of vital statistics, 
compulsory school attendance and women’s 
suffrage act. 
The governor vetoed four bills, as follows: The anti-
alien fishermen’s bill, on the ground that the 
question was one for the national congress to 
handle; mining bureau bill patterned along the lines 
of “blue sky” laws, and two  bills relating to 
municipalities regulating wharfage rates and 
engaging in the business of supplying coal and 
water, on the ground that they conflicted with the 
code. 

Diary 22, 1913 
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-12th – 
Hearing continued before Senate Com on Ter - on 
Alaska Ry. Bill.  Jemmett & Patrick representing 
the Canadian bondholders of the Alaska Central - 
Northern Stub Ry - testifying against us. 

-13th 
Hearings same as yesterday 

-14th – 
Jemmett concluded today & I cross examined him- 
broke his testimony - he testified badly about “cost 
price” of Ry & were forced to admit it.  Asst. from 
Forestry Bureau on stand today - but woefully 
ignorant & made bad showing. 

Diary 22, 1913 
May 15-16 

-15- 
Had a hearing today before Sec. Redfield, Sec 
Commerce on fisheries of Alaska - He had Supt. 
Bureau of Fisheries & Everman, specialist in 
charge of Alaska fisheries with him, but I 
succeeded in getting him greatly interested & think 
I may get good results. 

-16th – 
Hearings before Senate Com. Ter. on Ry bill today. 

 46



Alaska State Library – Historical Collections         Diary of James Wickersham  
MS 107 BOX 3 DIARY 22  Oct. 1, 1912 through June 8, 1913 

Spent most of the time x-exam. Forester Graves, 
on glaciers etc. of the Chugach Forest Reservation 

Diary 22, 1913 
May 16 

-16th continued.- 
Sec of Int. Lane sent a letter to the Com. on Ter. 
on Ry bill today binding the Administration to the 
plan of Govt. construction in Alaska!  It seems as if 
this assured the success of my bill! 
 
[clipping] 

U.S. RAILROADS FOR ALASKA. 
Secretary Lane Favors a Government 

Built and Operated System. 
Secretary Lane, of the Interior Department, 

yesterday placed himself on record as favoring a 
railway system in Alaska constructed, owned, and 
operated by the government. 
“Governmental ownership of railroads in Alaska,” 
he said, “seems to me to be the one policy that will 
most certainly make for her lasting welfare.“ 

The secretary expressed his views in a letter 
responding to inquiries from Senator Pittman, 
chairman of the committee on Territories, which 
now has under consideration bills providing for the 
construction by the national government of a 
railway system in Alaska. 

“There is but one way to make any country a real 
part of the world,” Secretary Lane wrote, “by the 
construction of a railroads into it. 

“I am convinced that we should think of Alaska 
as a land not only of mines and fisheries, but of 
towns, farms, mills and factories, supporting 
millions of people.  If this conception is a true one, 
our legislation should be such as to most surely 
bring about this possibility, and it seems to me 
there is less of hazard as to Alaska’s future if the 
government of the United States owns the 
railroads. 

“This is a new policy for the United States. Very 
true.  This is a new part of the United States, and 
policies properly change with new conditions, to 
build these railroads ourselves and control them 
may be an experiment, but such a plan does not 
suggest scandals more shameful or political 
conditions more unhealthy than many we have 

known in new portions of our country under private 
ownership.” 
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-17th – 
Hearings all day before Senate Ter. Com.  Lt. Cox, 
U.S. N. & Alfred H. Brooks, of the Geological 
survey & Piper from Agricultural dept. testified at 
length.  We got through at 5 o’clock this afternoon.  
A naval officer & I will conclude the hearings on 
Monday. 

-18th – 
Beautiful Sunday - Debbie & I went out for a victory 
ride - spent the balance of the day in the office 
working on material for my statement tomorrow 
before Sen. Com. on Ter. 

Diary 22, 1913 
May 19 

-19th – 
Hearing this morning before the Sen. Com. on Ter.  
Commander Boyd & Paymaster also Thos. Riggs 
Jr. talked of Naval coal etc. 
Riggs disclosed the scheme - after the act passes - 
if it does - he & Richardson expect to be on the 
Commission to build the Ry. 
That would be a pudding for the Guggs & would 
enable them to sell out to the best advantage. 

I am to conclude the Hearings before the Sen. 
Com. on Ter. at 10:30 tomorrow - no one else 
desired to be heard!! 

Diary 22, 1913 
May 20 

-20th – 
Had only one hour this morning to present my side 
of Alaska Rd Bill to the Senate Com. on Ter. - 
Senator La Follette & Ed. Welliver Ed. Wash. 
Times, came over & gave me close attention.  Am 
to proceed tomorrow morning. 

The Seattle P-I- received today saying that 
Richard Roediger died in Tacoma last week. 
He and Allen C. Mason & I bought the Tacoma 
News in 1885; Roediger bought us out & ran it 
many years.  He went to Dawson in the “rush” & 
ran the Dawson News for many years - then the 
Tacoma Tribune. 

Diary 22, 1913 
May 21 

-21st – 
[clipping] 

THE WASHINGTON TIMES 
Washington, D.C., Wednesday, May 21, 1913 

A “DICK TO DICK  ECHO. 
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That was a curiously reminiscent echo which re-
sounded through the room of the Senate 
Committee on Territories yesterday when Delegate 
Wickersham of Alaska told the Committee the 
present status of developing monopoly in Alaska.  
Judge Wickersham has been fighting the Alaska 
Syndicate ever since he has been here.  He has 
insisted that alleged Independent promoters who 
seek privileges and franchises are too often 
disguised agents of the Guggenheims; and 
yesterday he shed some entirely new light on the 
one-time sensation of the “Dick to Dick” letter. 

“Dick” Ryan, promoter of an Alaska railway on 
paper, came here some two years ago, seeking a 
government grant that would enable him to 
dominate Controller Bay, the last harbor from 
which a railroad could be built to the coal and 
copper country. The other harbors were already all 
in control of the Guggenheims.  President Taft 
gave Ryan what he wanted.  There were bitter and 
insistent charges that Ryan was really a fence for 
Guggenheim; that he was getting his harbor for 
them, in order to rivet tight their monopoly.  But the 
charge was denied, and no satisfactory and final 
determination was ever reached as to its merits. 

Yesterday Delegate Wickersham, “Dick” Ryan, 
and a fine array of legal talent for the Alaska 
Syndicate and other interests, were before the 
Territories Committee.  Mr. Wickersham facing 
Ryan, dramatically announced that he was at last 
prepared to prove who was back of the Ryan grab 
at Controller Bay.  He took up the documents that 
have been issued on Alaska, thousands of pages 
of them, and, turning to one prepared as a special 
message from President Taft himself, read the 
letter of introduction with which Ryan first came to 
the Taft Administration.  It was Ryan’s certificate of 
character, and it was signed by a member of the 
law firm whose head is Francis Lynde Stetson, of 
New York. 

Diary 22, 1913 
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21 
[clipping continued] 

Then, from another document in the same affair, 
Judge Wickersham produced the sworn testimony 

that this Stetson firm represent the Morgan 
interests in the Alaska Syndicate, and are always 
consulted in important affairs involving the 
syndicate’s operations! 

The demonstration was complete and 
convincing, so far as members of the committee 
were concerned. It supplied the one missing link, 
and proved that the Guggenheim interests now 
have such complete control that nothing less than 
Government construction of the railroads can save 
Alaska from becoming their barony, to be 
developed when and as they may like, for their 
particular benefit and nobody’s else. 
How complaisant the Taft Administration was to-
ward this monopoly grab is apparent from the fact 
that it gave Ryan the harbor he wanted, just as 
soon as it possibly could after he had come with a 
letter of introduction from one of the counsel for the 
Alaska Syndicate. 

-22nd – 
I struck a bit of hard luck yesterday quite uninten-
tionally and got into a tangle with one of my own 
and Alaska’s friends.  While I was on my feet 
talking to the Com. on Ter. U.S. Senate, I spoke of 
the fact that some times bills quite innocent on their 
faces would be 

Diary 22, 1913 
May 22 

22 
introduced, but that when carefully studied it would 
be found they contained meaning and had serious 
effects in lines where least suspected.  I was 
leading up to the warning that amendments in the 
Railroad bill for Alaska, then pending before the 
Committee having been written by me and 
introduced by Senator Chamberlain of Oregon 
ought to be carefully scrutinized etc.  Senator 
Chamberlain suddenly asked me what I had refer-
ence to & who had introduced the bill? The very 
tone and the inquiry suggested that he had 
introduced the bill & forgetting the fact for the 
moment  

Diary 22, 1913 
May 22 

22 
& misled by his tone I replied that I thought he had 
introduced it - but I then went on to say that if he 
did he did not intend to give it the applications etc. 
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which it really had, etc.  He made no answer and 
the incident passed.  However, the newspaper men 
present seized upon the item and it was printed as 
an incident of the hearing -undignified because he 
did not deny the accusation & I was put in the 
position of having challenged his integrity in his 
relations toward Alaska & having classed him as a 
Guggenheim abettor. 

Diary 22, 1913 
May 22 

22 
Articles of this kind appeared in the paper & hell 
was to pay generally! 
 
[clipping] 

TELLS ALASKA’S NEED 
OF GOVERNMENT R. R. 

Delegate Wickersham Says It’s 
Only to Prevent Gobble by 

Guggenheims 
STARTLES COMMITTEE 

WASHINGTON, May 21. 
Before the senate committee on territories today, 

Delegate Wickersham of Alaska, said that unless 
the United States government stepped into the 
situation in Alaska and built and supervised a 
railway in that territory, the only solution of the 
present problem would be the absorption of every 
possible right of way by the Morgan-Guggenheim 
interests. 

Delegate Wickersham, of Alaska startled the 
committee by declaring that Senator Chamberlain, 
a member of the committee, had inadvertently 
been the author of a bill in a previous congress 
which would have turned over to the Guggenheims 
absolute control of the harbor of Cordova and the 
entrance to the Bering river coal fields. 

“There was a little inoffensive-looking bill 
introduced in congress; I believe you were the 
author of it, Senator Chamberlain,” said 
Wickersham, “giving the right of way to the 
Guggenheims from Mile Twenty Five on the 
Copper river road to Three Tree Point. 
“You didn’t know what that bill meant.  It passed 
the senate, but when it reached the house I killed 
it.  If it had passed it would have given the 

Guggenheims title in fee simple to all of Cordova 
harbor, and they would have had a monopoly like 
that of Mr. Ryan on Controller Bay.” 
 
The truth was that Senator Chamberlain did not 
introduce the bill!!  In today’s session of the Senate 
the following took place: 

Diary 22, 1913 
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22 
[clipping] 

SENATE. 
Thursday, May 22, 1913. 

The Senate met at 2 o’clock p.m. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Forrest J. 

Prettyman, D.D. 
The Journal of the proceedings of Tuesday last 

was read and approved. 
PERSONAL EXPLANATION-RAILROAD IN 

ALASKA. 
Mr. CHAMBERLAIN.  Mr. President, I rise to a 

question of personal privilege, and shall only 
occupy the time of the Senate for a moment or two. 

Yesterday the Committee on Territories was 
holding hearing in reference to the construction by 
the Government of a railroad into Alaska, and 
Judge Wickersham, the Delegate from Alaska, was 
addressing the committee on the subject.  In the 
course of what he had to say he spoke of there 
being only three gateways into Alaska, and stated, 
in substance, that those three gateways were 
practically owned and controlled by the Alaska 
syndicate, composed of the Guggenheim Sons Co. 
and the J.P. Morgan interests.  He said in 
substance that but for an accident the same 
interests would have obtained a monopoly of the 
one gateway which was not then under the control 
of the so-called Alaska syndicate.  I interrogated 
him upon that subject and asked him how they 
were prevented from obtaining a monopoly of that 
one gateway and how they would have obtained 
the same, and he stated that I myself had 
introduced a bill-innocently, of course- which, in its 
effect, would have given the Alaska syndicate 
absolute control of that one gateway.  The 
Washington Herald of this morning makes this 
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statement in reference to the matter: 
Mr. WICKERSHAM said: “I believe Senator 

CHAMBERLAIN was deceived as to the character 
of a bill he introduced in the last Congress, which 
provided for the acquisition by the Guggenheim 
interests of the littoral at Cordova.  The bill as 
introduced by Senator CHAMBERLAIN, if passed 
by the Congress, would have delivered the last 
remaining chance for competition in the 
transportation facilities of Alaska into the hands of 
the monopolists.  The bill was so drawn that they 
would, upon its enactment, control the finest harbor 
on the Alaskan coast.  I succeeded in beating this 
iniquitous bill in the House after it had passed the 
Senate.” 

Then the paper adds: 
Senator CHAMBERLAIN sat by and listened to 

the criticism of his bill without comment. 
The latter part is measurably true.  I did not care 

to interrupt Judge WICKERSHAM in the midst of 
his statement to the committee; but a little later on, 
and probably after the newspaper reporters had 
gone out, I asked him particularly about the bill 
which he claimed I had introduced, and desired 
that he should call my attention to the number of it, 
because I had no recollection of ever having 
introduced such a bill.  He stated, in answer to 
those questions, that he might possibly be 
mistaken in reference to the matter, but that he 
would look it up and report to me.  This morning I 
again called his attention to the subject, and he 
advised me that he was entirely mistaken about it, 
which I knew at the moment, but was not in a 
position to deny, because we introduce so many 
bills that I could not tell at the time to what 
particular bill he might have had reference.  So he 
called my attention to the fact that the bill which he 
had reference to was not introduced by me at all, 
but that it was introduced by the Senator from 
Wyoming [Mr. CLARK] “by request.”  the bill shows 
that the Senator form Wyoming very properly 
introduced it at the request of some 
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[clipping continued] 

one, probably a friend of his, or somebody else; but 
anyway it shows on its face that it was not even his 
measure, as he had introduced it by request, and 
that I had never had anything to do with it in any 
shape, form, or manner whatsoever. 

I simply make this statement, Mr. President, 
because I have never been connected in any way 
with any of the people who want special privilege in 
Alaska.  On the contrary, it has been my effort and 
my purpose at all times here in the Senate to do all 
in my power to release Alaska form the grasp that 
now holds it and to place its magnificent resources 
in the hands of the people of the whole country.  I 
not only have insisted upon that all the time, but I 
introduced the bill for the construction of a railroad 
in Alaska by the Government of the United States, 
which the committee now has under consideration, 
and I shall do all in my power, at least, not only to 
place the control of the transportation of Alaska in 
the hands of the Government but its resources as 
well and their development. 

The bill to which Judge WICKERSHAM referred-
an I am frank enough to say that I do not believe 
he intended to do me any injury; I think he was just 
as innocent about making that statement as he 
claims I was in introducing a bill that had “a 
sleeper” in it- the bill to which he had reference is 
Senate bill 9163 of the Sixty-first Congress, third 
session, entitled “A bill to authorize the Copper 
River & Northwestern Railway Co. to maintain and 
operate a wharf in Orca Inlet, in the District of 
Alaska, and for other purposes.” 

I merely make this statement in justice to myself, 
Mr. President, because I did not want the 
impression to go out from the Senate or from any 
committee of the Senate that I have stood in a 
position at any time, or that I ever will stand in a 
position, which would assist in placing the 
resources of this country, or any part thereof, in the 
hands of any syndicate or any body of men who 
would undertake to throttle competition or deprive 
the American people of what, in justice and equity, 
should be administered as a sacred trust in their 
interest and for their benefit. 

 50



Alaska State Library – Historical Collections         Diary of James Wickersham  
MS 107 BOX 3 DIARY 22  Oct. 1, 1912 through June 8, 1913 

Mr. SMOOT. Mr. President- 
The VICE PRESIDENT.  Does the Senator from 

Oregon yield to the Senator from Utah? 
Mr. CHAMBERLAIN.  I yield. 
Mr. SMOOT.  I believe that the article as read 

from the newspaper stated that the bill had passed 
the Senate, and that Judge Wickersham had 
caused its defeat in the other House. 

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN.  The bill did not even pass 
the Senate. 

Mr. SMOOT.  I was going to state that fact, but 
the newspaper article said it did not pass the 
Senate. 

Mr. CHAIMBERLAIN.  The bill did not pass the 
Senate.  The newspaper article so stated, or rather 
Judge WICKERSHAM stated, that the bill had 
passed the Senate and had been killed by him in 
the other House. 

Mr. SMOOT.  All I want the Record to show, Mr. 
President, is that the bill never passed the Senate, 
and that it never was considered in the Senate at 
any time. 

Mr. CLARK of Wyoming.  Mr. President, the bill 
to which the Senator from Oregon [Mr. 
CHAMBERLAIN] refers appears to have been 
introduced by me at the request of some person, I 
do not know who and I do not know when.  It was 
probably introduced, as many bills are introduced, 
a the request of a constituent or of somebody else, 
and I notice that for once in my life I was discreet 
enough not to father the bill which I introduced.  
Whether the bill is a good one or not I do not know, 
but the bill shows upon its face that it was 
introduced by request.  Who compose the Copper 
River & Northwestern Railway Co. I do not know, 
nor do I know what or where Orca Inlet is.  It was 
merely one of those instances where a Senator 
feels that he is not only justified by under some 
obligation to introduce a bill that is presented by 
those who have interests in the matter for 
consideration by the Senate. 

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN.  I so understand. 
Diary 22, 1913 
May 23 

-23rd – 
When the Com. On Ter. Senate met today I made 

my explanation about the Chamberlain incident & 
explained it was just a mistake – that I had in mind 
3 bills, one introduced by Senator Smoot, the other 
two introduced by Senator Clarke of Wyoming – 
instead of Chamberlain - & that in the hurry of 
cross examination I had made a mistake.  Senator 
Chamberlain is rather cross about it - & evidently 
never made a mistake himself – but as I did I am 
not inclined to continue the conversation but just let 
it drop. 

Diary 22, 1913 
May 24-25 

-24th – 
We finished the hearings in the Alaska Ry. Bill – it 
looks now as if we would get a favorable report 
immediately!! 

-25th – 
Rev Dr. S. Hall Young, the old pioneer 
Presbyterian preacher from Alaska called today to 
see me & spend a day with us.  He puts up with us 
at the Driscoll – we have spent much of the day & 
evening talking about his early days in Sitka, 
Dawson, Fairbanks, Nome, Wrangell, Iditarod, etc. 

Diary 22, 1913 
May 26 

-26th – 
Dr. Young & Mr. Jones of Juneau & I spent the 
morning in examining the Mss. of Mr. Jones book 
on the Social life etc. of the Tlingit Indians among 
whom he has lived many years – also among 
whom Dr. Young worked years before Jones did.  I 
am to write a letter to Fleming H. Revel Co. 158 5th 
Ave. N.Y. recommending the publication of the 
work.  Dr. Young left us at noon for N.Y.  
Jordan nominated U.S. Marshal for Nome,  
Exum        “              “           “      for Valdes. 

I do not know either of them! 
Diary 22, 1913 
May 27 

-27th – 
There is much complaint about the appointment of 
Exum, as U.S. Marshal at Valdes.  We are now told 
that he is a barkeeper, that he lived with a negro 
mistress and was a gambler & owned houses of 
prostitution at Chitina. 

I also noticed the fiery red head of John Y. 
Ostrander of Cordova on the street today.  He is 
here to get the appointment of U.S. District Judge 
for Alaska – 3rd Div. He is coming in to see me 
tomorrow – I shant do it! 
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Diary 22, 1913 
May 30 

-30th – 
I have been industriously at work all this week with 
Mr. Hugh Morrison the assistant librarian of 
Congressional Library and Geo. A. Jeffery, my 
secretary, in sorting Alaska Public Documents for 
binding.  We have after more than a years work 
secured almost every item ever published by the 
U.S. about Alaska and now we are sorting, 
indexing etc. and preparing to bind.  This a rare 
and valuable library and I intend to make it the 
basis of the great Historical Library of Alaska!! 
The Com. On Ter. In the Senate is to meet 
tomorrow to consider their report on the Alaska 
Railroad Bill – hope it is favorable. 

Diary 22, 1913 
June 1 

-June 1st – 
Debbie & I went over to Philadelphia yesterday on 
the B&O Railway.  Went to the “Walton Hotel” – 
where Darrell met us & had dinner & went to 
Keith’s Theater in the evening.  This morning we 
had a long automobile ride in the City & suburbs & 
dinner with Darrell on his ship – the “Iowa” – a 
great fighting machine.  He is in command – does 
not rank it but in the absence of a Captain he is in 
charge – in the Navy Yard.  He is First Lieutenant, 
senior rank. – I am very proud of him. Back to 
Wash. this evening. 

Diary 22, 1913 
June 5 

-5th – 
I am quite pleased that I am on so many important 
Committees: I asked to be put on Territories and 
Public Lands and my request was granted, but in 
addition I was put on Indian Affairs, Mines and 
Mining & Military Affairs! – giving me five of the big 
Committees! 

The Senate Com. on Ter. Has practically agreed 
to report the Alaska Railroad Bill – with some 
amendments & I expect to see it reported this 
week. 

The House Com. on Ter. Met yesterday morning 
Diary 22, 1913 
June 5 

-5- 
and I urged him to go at once to work on the 
Alaska Railroad bill – but owing to the agreement 
in the Democratic Caucus not to take up general 
legislation until the Tariff bill passes it will not be 
possible to get to work on it before about June 23.  

The members of the Committee are interested, 
however, and promise me earnest and prompt 
support. 

Present indications now are that Congress will 
remain in session until the last of August & that the 
Alaska railway bill will pass this session!! 

Diary 22, 1913 
June 6-7 

-6th – 
Darrell has been assigned to the “Maine” – in Phil. 
Navy Yard.   
Trouble to get the Sub. Com. to report the Alaska 
Ry. Bill!! 
Got copy of “The Commoner”, J.W. Frames paper 
from Valdes, containing copy of verified statement 
by Exum alleging his ownership of houses of 
prostitution etc. Telegraphed to the clerk dist court 
at Valdes for confirmation – think it will defeat his 
confirmation. 

-7th – 
I am greatly disappointed at the unexpected action 
of Senator Jones who has determined to remodel 
our Alaska  

Diary 22, 1913 
June 7-8 

7 
railroad bill in such a way as, I think, to destroy it. 
What he really means is – either to engraft his half 
baked ideas in to his own glory, or to amend it to 
death and I am not yet sure which it is.  In the 
original bill we left the whole responsibility with the 
President but Jones now proposes to create a Rd. 
Commission & put the work in its hands, and he 
also provides Commerce Com. for the fixing of Ry. 
rates.  I am opposed to both those “jokers” & intend 
to fight even if it killed the bill.  It is better even to 
wait a year or two more than to accept a bad bill. 

-8th – 
Had a long talk with Senator Jones today, but 
cannot persuade him to support the original bill or 
its general ideas.  He is moved, I think, by a desire 
to connect his name with the Alaska Ry. bill, rather 
than by a desire to give us a good law.  I am 
greatly disappointed at him.  Our only hope is now 
that Bristow & others will prevent the adoption of 
his commission idea etc. 
 (see new book). 
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 [front cover] 
James Wickershams 

Diary 
June 9th, 1913 

- to – 
Dec. 31st 1913 

Diary 23, 1913 
June 9 

-June 9th, 1913- 
Called on Sec. Of War Garrison – at his request – 
and talked over Alaska Railroad Bills – He told me 
he favored the idea of giving the power exclusively 
to the President to build – locate, etc. he is 
opposed to a Railway Commission!! 
  So am I. 
I also went over & called on Sec. to Pres. Tumulty 
& gave him my letter of Saturday the 9th with 
record, showing Exum.  Just appointed U.S. 
Marshal, to be a white slave – gave him the record 
where Exum admits keeping houses of prostitution 
etc. 

Diary 23, 1913 
June 10 

-10th - 
Called on Tumulty, Sec. to President and delivered 
to him for the President the very fine portfolio of 
maps & photos prepared & sent to me by the 
Seattle Chamber of Commerce for that purpose.  
Also gave him a letter from R.R. Hunter on Exum 
as a pimp for a negro prostitute! 

Introduced bill today to authorize survey, sale etc. 
of Juneau tide lands.  

Diary 23, 1913 
June 11 

-11th - 
Went to Dept. Justice & looked up matter of effort 
of Bullock & Houston to get pardon for “grafting” in 
the bids on supplying coal for ports of U.S. in 
Alaska, for which both are convicted in the U.S. 
court at Tacoma. 

I intend to protest against their pardon – they 
ought to pay the penalty. 
Attended reception tonight at White House given 
by the President to Dr. Lauro Muller, Brazilian 
representative who is touring the U.S. for the South 
American state etc. It was a small affair – in 
numbers – Bryan, Redfield etc. 

Diary 23, 1913 
June 12 

-12th - 
Nothing much doing in Alaskan Railway matters. I 
went & interviewed Sec. Int. Lane about Detention 

Hospitals for the Insane at Fairbanks & Nome 
today – He agrees with my view of the matter & 
telegraphed fully to Gov. Strong to locate etc. and I 
also telegraphed to the Governor – Hope to get this 
matter fixed up so that it will give us a permanent 
government institution at Fairbanks & Nome. 
Later: talked to Senator Jones about Railroad bill – 
the matter will go over until next Monday - & maybe 
longer. 

Diary 23, 1913 
June 14 

-14th - 
Chas G. Heifner went home to Seattle today!  It is 
with a breath of relief that I write it – and I wish 
every damned Seattle lobbyist here would – follow 
him.  The Senate Com. will meet on Monday, - they 
say – and hope to report a bill.  I am shown today 
copy of the War Dept’s report on the Jones bill – it 
is amended to make it still worse – it turns over 
every thing in Alaska in railroad building to the Sec. 
Of War! – it is now in shape for Big Business & 
Robbery! 

Diary 23, 1913 
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-16th - 
Senate Com. on Ter to meet today – am informed 
that they will report a bill – I am in possessions of a 
informed that the report will favor my idea of doing 
without Commission – but I do not know.  I am 
prepared foremost anything & won’t believe 
anything good until it is settled!  I am so anxious! 
I went down to the Atty Genl to see the record in 
the Pardon cases of Houston & Bullock but 
custodian was not in & I did not get sight – am 
invited to come back tomorrow. 

Diary 23, 1913 
June 17 

-17th - 
Senate Com. on Ter. reported the Alaska Railroad 
Bill today 
 
[clipping] 
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN, from the Committee on 
Territories, to which was referred the bill (S. 48) to 
authorize the President of the United States to 
locate, construct, and operate railroads in the 
Territory of Alaska, and for other purposes, 
reported it with an amendment, and submitted a 
report (No. 65) thereon. 
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The bill as reported is substantially the same as I 
wrote it - it is the same in substance though slightly 
different in verbage.  As first Jones & Chamberlain 
redrafted it - it was very different.  It then had the 
clause requiring the President to appoint a 
Commission etc. - but I so strongly opposed that 
clause that it was omitted entirely - the bill as 
reported needs amendment - but is not bad 

Diary 23, 1913 
June 17 

-17th - continued- 
are enlightening & interesting. 
Three letters from Senator Jones specially urge the 
President - Taft at that time - to pardon these 
rascals, while the Atty. General whom I fought to 
viciously to get him to prosecute them now just as 
viciously urges that they be not pardoned. 
Sam Piles & the whole bunch of “Big Interest” 
boosters from Seattle, including two ministers, 
Majors & Matthews etc. urge pardon - Major J.J. 
Morrow, U.S.A. and just now on the Alaska 
Railway Commission is also quoted strongly in 
favor. 

Diary 23, 1913 
June 17 

-17- 
are enlightening & interesting. 
Three letters from Senator Jones specially urge the 
President - Taft at that time - to pardon these 
rascals, while the Atty. General whom I fought to 
viciously to get him to prosecute them now just as 
viciously urges that they be not pardoned. 
Sam Piles & the whole bunch of “Big Interest” 
boosters from Seattle, including two ministers, 
Majors & Matthews etc. urge pardon - Major J.J. 
Morrow, U.S.A. and just now on the Alaska 
Railway Commission is also quoted strongly in 
favor. 

Diary 23, 1913 
June 17 

-17- 
[clipping] 

Calendar No. 53. 
63D Congress,             SENATE.          Report 
 1st Session                                         No. 65. 

 
CONSTRUCTION OF RAILROADS IN ALASKA. 

JUNE 17, 1913.-Ordered to be printed. 
Mr. CHAMBERLAIN, from the Committee on 

Territories, submitted the following 
REPORT. 

[To accompany S. 48] 
 

The committee on Territories, to whom was 
referred S. 48, introduced by Mr. Chamberlain, and 
S. 133, by Mr. Jones, both having for their purpose 
the location, construction, equipment, and 
operation of railroads in the Territory of Alaska, 
etc., beg leave to report that very shortly after 
these bills were received the committee entered 
into extensive hearings with reference to conditions 
in Alaska and the feasibility of Government 
construction of railroads there.  The congressional 
Delegate from the Territory, many prominent 
citizens interested in the development of its 
resources, the Forester of the United States, 
experts from the United States Geologic Survey, 
other Federal officials, and representatives of the 
railroads now in operation in Alaska, and of other 
large interests there, were called before the 
committee and testified.  The hearings have been 
printed of Alaska and its resources.  The 
committee respectfully refers the Senate to those 
hearings, as well as to the report of the 
commission appointed to investigate the matter of 
the construction by the Government of a railway in 
the Territory of Alaska. 

All of these matters have been carefully 
considered by the committee in reaching a 
conclusion as to the bills which were heretofore 
referred to them.  They also referred these two 
measures to both the Secretary of the Interior and 
the Secretary of War for their opinion.  The former 
approved the construction of a railroad in Alaska by 
the Government, and so expressed himself in a 
communication addressed to the committee; while 
the Secretary of War, through the Chief of 
Engineers of the United States Army, made certain 
suggestions with reference to legislation upon the 
subject.  Both of these reports are printed in the 
hearings referred to. 

In their essential details the two bills (S. 48 and 
S. 133) did not differ, each in the final analysis 
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placing upon the President the responsibility for the 
selection of a route into Alaska and the 
construction, equipment, and operation of railroads 
there.  The committee have therefore taken what 
seemed to be the best provisions of both 
measures, and have added certain suggestions 
which were made by the Secretary of War, and 
begs leave to report back S. 48, with the 
recommendation that it pass after being amended 
by striking out all after the enacting clause and 
inserting as follows: 

That the President of the United States is hereby 
authorized and directed to cause to be located 
such main lines for railroads from points on 
tidewater to the interior as will, in his judgment, 
best promote the settlement of Alaska, develop its 
resources, and provide adequate and suitable 
transportation for coal for the Army, Navy, and 
other Government services; of troops, arms, and 
munitions of war; of the mails, and sidings, 
switches, and spurs as he may deem necessary; 
and when such line or lines are located he is 
hereby authorized to cause to be constructed, 
completed, equipped, and operated thereon (until 
otherwise provided by Congress) a railroad or 
railroads, with the necessary equipment, docks, 
wharves, and terminal facilities: Provided, That the 
President may cause said road or roads to be 
operated by contract or lease, but no contract or 
lease shall be for a longer period than ten years. 

SEC. 2. That to enable the President to construct 
and operate the railroad or railroads and works 
appurtenant and necessary thereto, as provided in 
this act, he is hereby authorized to employ, in the 
ascertainment of the location of said railroad lines 
and in the construction, completion, equipment, 
and operation of the same, any of the engineers of 
the United States Army, at his discretion, and 
likewise to employ any engineers in civil life, at his 
discretion, and such other persons as he may 
deem necessary for the proper and expeditious 
prosecution of said work.  The duties, powers, and 
compensation of such engineers and other persons 
employed under this act shall be fixed by the 

President.  The official salary of any official 
appointed or provided for or which shall be fixed 
under the terms of this act.  The officers or other 
persons placed in charge of the work by the 
President shall make to the President annually and 
at such other periods as may be required by the 
President or by either House of Congress full and 
complete reports of all their acts and doings of all 
money received and expended in the construction 
of said work and in the operation of said work or 
works and in the performance of their duties in 
connection therewith.  The annual reports herein 
provided for shall be by the President transmitted 
to Congress.  The President may acquire, by 
purchase or condemnation, all property he may 
deem necessary for the purpose of carrying out the 
provisions of this act, and he may exercise in the 
name of the United States the power of eminent 
domain in the courts of Alaska in accordance with 
the laws now or hereafter in force for that purpose.  
A right of way over the lands of the United States in 
Alaska shall be acquired for such railway lines 
upon filing in the General Land Office a map or 
maps approved by the President showing the line 
of the railroad or railroads and the boundaries of 
the lands reserved for such road or roads, and the 
President may, in this manner or otherwise, make 
reservation of such lands as are or may be useful 
for furnishing materials for construction and for 
stations, terminals, docks, and for such other 
purposes in connection with the construction and 
operation of such railroad lines as he may deem 
necessary and desirable; and he may utilize in 
carrying on the work herein provided for any and all 
machinery, equipment, instruments, material, and 
other property of any sort whatsoever used or 
acquired in connection with the construction of the 
Panama Canal so far and as rapidly as the same is 
no longer needed at Panama; and the said 
Isthmian Canal Commission is hereby authorized 
to deliver said property to such officers or persons 
as the President may designate, and to take credit 
therefore at such percentage of its original cost as 
the President may approve, but this amount shall 
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not be charged against the fund provided for in 
section five of this act. 

SEC. 3.  Subject to the approval of the President, 
the Interstate Commerce Commission shall have 
the power to fix, change, and modify rates for the 
transportation of freight and passengers on any 
railroad or railroads constructed and operated 
under the provision of this act, which rates shall be 
the same to all. 

No free transportation or passes shall be 
permitted and no discrimination as to rates shall be 
made in favor of the Government or its officers or 
agents; Provided, That the provisions of the 
Interstate Commerce laws relating to the 
transportation of employees and their families shall 
be in force as to lines constructed under this act. 

SEC. 4.  That any line of railroad designated and 
constructed under the provisions of this act may 
connect with the line of any railroad existing or 
which may hereafter be constructed in Alaska, or 
with any steamship line for joint transportation of 
freight and passengers, and in such case the lines 
thus connected shall be operated as a through 
route with through rates upon a fair and reasonable 
apportionment of revenue and expenses. 

SEC. 5.  That the Secretary of the Treasury is 
hereby authorized to borrow, on the credit of the 
United States, from time to time, as the proceeds 
may be required to defray expenditures authorized 
by this act (such proceeds when received to be 
used only for the purpose of meeting such 
expenditure), the sum of $40,000,000, or so much 
thereof as may be necessary, and to prepare and 
issue therefore coupon or registered bonds of the 
United States, in such form as he may prescribe, 
and in denominations of $20 or some multiple of 
that sum, redeemable in gold coin at the pleasure 
of the United States after ten years from the date of 
their issue, and payable thirty years form such 
date, and bearing interest, payable quarterly in 
gold coin, at the rate of three per centum per 
annum; and the bonds herein authorized shall be 
exempt from all taxes or duties of the United 
States, as well as from taxation in any form by or 

under State, municipal, or local authority: Provided, 
That said bonds may be disposed of by the 
Secretary of the Treasury at not less than par, 
under such regulations as he may prescribe, giving 
to all the citizens of the United States an equal 
opportunity to subscribe therefore, but no 
commissions shall be allowed or paid thereon, and 
there is hereby appropriated, out of any money in 
the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, the sum 
of $1,000,000, to be used for carrying out the 
provisions of this act, including the expense of 
preparing, advertising, and issuing the bonds 
herein authorized, to continue available until 
expended:  Provided, That so much of the said 
sum of $1,000,000 as shall have been expended 
shall be reimbursed to the Treasury out of the first 
proceeds of the sale of said bonds. 

SEC. 6.  That there is hereby created a 
redemption fund in the United States Treasury, to 
be known as the “Alaska Railways redemption 
fund,” into which shall be paid seventy-five per 
centum of all moneys derived from the sale or 
disposal of any of the public lands in Alaska, or the 
coal or mineral contents thereof, or the timber 
thereon, and into which fund shall be paid the net 
earnings of said railroad or railroads above 
maintenance charges and operating expenses; the 
said redemption fund, or any part thereof, may be 
used from time to time, upon the order of the 
President, to pay the interest on the bonds 
authorized and issued under the provisions of this 
act, and to redeem, cancel, and retire said bonds, 
under such rules and regulations as the President 
may establish. 

SEC. 7.  That it is the intent of this act to 
authorize and empower the President to do any 
and all things necessary to carry out and 
accomplish the purposes of this act. 

Diary 23, 1913 
June 18 

-18th - 
I am really quite satisfied with the Alaska Ry Bill as 
reported yesterday by the Senate Com. on Ter.  In 
their desire to keep out as much of my original bill 
as possible Senators Jones & Chamberlain left out 
too much and it will - it may - be necessary to have 
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some amendments - though as the reported bill is 
substantially all right I may let it alone! 
Sent telegrams advising of report to Seward, 
Valdes & Fairbanks.  Brown, of Valdes, confirmed 
as Judge in 3rd Div. - yesterday - sent him 
telegram notification. 

Diary 23, 1913 
June 21 

-21st - 
Debbie went out to the Luray Caverns - Natural 
Bridge etc. with some other ladies on Wednesday - 
the 18th, and they intended to make a trip through 
the Shenandoah Valley, & probably around by 
Richmond & Old Point Comfort. 
I had a dinner yesterday evening at the Raleigh 
Hotel for Mr. Morrison, Mr. Boetcher & Geo. A. 
Jeffery. 

Nothing has yet been done with our Railroad bill - 
though it now looks very hopeful.  We will get it - 
next. 

Diary 23, 1913 
June 22 

-22nd - 
Debbie returned last night – she and Mrs. Doyle 
spent four days at Luray Caverns, the Virginia 
Natural Bridge and in the Shenandoah - but she 
seems glad to get home. 

Have just written bill to secure appropriation for 
survey, plans etc. improvement Nome Harbor, 
which yet remains as Nature carved it - hope to get 
U.S. to make a harbor where God did not. 

Notice that the Newspapers in Alaska - especially 
at Fairbanks – “roasted” me viciously about the 
Chamberlain “mistake”. 

Diary 23, 1913 
June 23 

-23rd.- 
President Wilson read his message on the 
Currency Bill today before a joint meeting of the 
Senate and the House in the House of 
Representatives.  It was short and logical and was 
listened to with great respect.  Wilson looks like a 
teacher and reads his writings like a professor 
would to the -class.  Still I like the idea of the face-
to-face method & I think the public does. 

Senator Chamberlain tried to get our Alaska Ry. 
bill before the Senate today but Senator Nelson of 
Minn. objected & it went over - I am not surprised 
at Senator Nelson's action. 

Diary 23, 1913 -25th - 

June 25 I sent out today a number of “Records” of the 23rd, 
showing the attempt made to get up the Alaska Ry. 
bill, and Nelson's objection.  Sent them to all 
newspapers in Alaska and to many people who will 
be interested to know just what retards the bill. 
Nelson is now helping me again politically & while I 
do not think he can defeat the bill (though he told 
Joslin today that he would defeat it this session) I 
am glad of his opposition - provided we are able to 
overcome him & finally pass the bill 

Diary 23, 1913 
June 26 

-26th - 
President Wilson today withdrew Exum's name as 
U.S. Marshal for the Valdez district.  I sent the 
following   
 “Washington, D.C. June 26, 1913. 

John W. Frame, Valdes, Alaska –  
President Wilson Withdrew Exums name from 

Senate today which ends his case.  Certified 
copy Commoner used as proof with President 
brought results.    
   James Wickersham
   Delegate from Alaska 
 
Have strong assurances from Senator Poindexter 
of assistance to prevent the pardon of Houston & 
Bullock, two swindlers convicted for coal fraud with 
Jarvis. 

Diary 23, 1913 
June 27 

-27th - 
Our old friends? Senators Smoot & Clark made the 
fight against Alaska Ry. bill in Senate yesterday. 
 
[clipping] 

RAILROADS IN ALASKA. 
Mr. CHAMBERLAIN.  I ask unanimous consent 

that the Senate take up for consideration the bill (S. 
48) to authorize the President of the United States 
to locate, construct, and operate railroads in the 
Territory of Alaska, and for other purposes. 

The VICE PRESIDENT.  The Senator from 
Oregon asks unanimous consent for the present 
consideration of the bill which he has indicated. 

Mr. SMOOT.  I am quite sure that the bill can not 
be passed to-day.  I do not like to object, but I shall 
have to object to its present consideration. 
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The VICE PRESIDENT.  Objection is made. 
Mr. CHAMBERLAIN.  I ask unanimous consent 

that a definite time be set for the consideration of 
the bill by the Senate-one week from to-day.  I will 
say in this connection, Mr. President, that if the 
Senate will consent to take up the bill providing for 
the building of railroads in Alaska, whenever the 
tariff bill comes up, or if the proposed currency 
measure comes up for consideration, so far as I 
am concerned I will consent to the laying aside of 
Senate bill 48. 

Mr. CLARK of Wyoming.  Inasmuch as the 
Democratic majority in the House of 
Representatives have decided officially to take up 
no general legislation at this session of Congress, I 
do not see that any great object could be gained by 
taking it up here.  I shall therefore withhold my 
consent for any arrangement of that kind. 

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN.  Then I move that the bill be 
taken up for consideration, notwithstanding the 
objection, and upon that I ask for the yeas and 
nays. 

The VICE PRESIDENT.  The Senator for 
Oregon, not withstanding the objection, moves that 
the Senate proceed to the consideration of Senate 
bill No. 48. 

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN.  I ask for yeas and nays, 
Mr. President. 

The VICE PRESIDENT.  Is the request for the 
yeas and nays seconded by one-fifth of those 
present?  [Putting the question.]  The Chair rules 
that the request is not seconded by one-fifth of the 
Senators present. 

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN.  I ask for a division. 
 

WITHDRAWALS. 
Executive nominations withdrawn June 26, 1913. 

MINISTER. 
Meredith Nicholson, of Indiana, to be envoy 

extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary of the 
United States of America to Portugal. 

UNITED STATES MARSHAL. 
Edward W. Exum, of Alaska, to be United States 
marshal for the District of Alaska, division No. 3. 

Diary 23, 1913 
June 27 

-27- 
As soon as I learned that Exum had been 
withdrawn I sent a telegram to John W. Frame, 
Valdez. 

In his report for 1908, Major Richardson, Ch. 
Alaska Road Com. says that Mr. H.D. Reeve acted 
as disbursing agent for the Commission in the 
Yukon Dist. that season. 
On examination of the records in the office of the 
Clerk of the House it appears that Reeve also drew 
a salary for each month (except Jan. & Feb.) that 
year as Clerk of the Com. on Military affairs.  Did 
he also draw the salary as Secretary?  I will find 
out. 

Diary 23, 1913 
June 30 

June 30th. 
The House Com. on Ter. Met this morning – a 
quorum present.  Much interest in Alaska Ry. Bill, 
but was thought best to wait till after 4th etc. 
Members present pledged their support to the 
Chairman & agreed to go into the hearings & stay 
with them until repat.  Chairman said he had talked 
with Sec. of Int. Lane who gave the scheme his 
hearty support – looks as if we may get it through 
this Congress.  Sending out much Pub. Docs. Etc. 
to Alaska – at work getting my Alaska Pub Docs 
ready for binding. 

Diary 23, 1913 
July 1 

July 1st, 1913. 
Hot & dry – almost sick today & have determined 
that we (Debbie & I) will go down to Atlantic City 
tomorrow & bathe in the sea –   
Mr. Hugh Morrison, George & I are busy  these 
days in preparing Alaska Pub. Docs. for binding.  
We have the most complete collection of Alaskana 
ever gathered together – an invaluable library & I 
hope to be able to finish my Commercial History 
and Handbook of Alaska early this winter – then 
the 4th Alaska Reports. 

Diary 23, 1913 
July 2-8 

July 2nd. 
Debbie & I went to Atlantic City this day to get the 
benefit of sea bathing for a week.  We are at the 
“Morton House” a hotel situated on Virginia St. and 
I intend to bathe often & get a balance of health & 
strength. 

July 8th – 
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Debbie & I remained in Atlantic City until this 
afternoon we returned to Washington.  We had a 
week on the boardwalk – in the seawater – at rest 
& both feel better for it.  The Com. On Ter. Begins 
sessions of hearings on Alaska Ry bill tomorrow. 

Diary 23, 1913 
July 9 

July 9th 
Committee on Territories began Hearings on my 
Alaska Railroad Bill today.  The Chairman asked 
me to make the opening statement, and to take 
care of the presentation of the Testimony – which 
compelled me to talk for two hours – 10 to 12 pm, 
when we adjourned until tomorrow. 

10th  
Hearings on Alaska Ry. Bill continued.  Falcon 
Joslin & Maurice D. Lechey, gave testimony today 
– and Major Ballaine will continue in its support 
tomorrow. 

Diary 23, 1913 
July 11 

-11th - 
Hearings before the Com. on Territories, House, 
consumed the day.  Ballaine talked – he has 
started a row with Ryan & the Alaska Northern Ry. 
Interests – but I think it just as well!  It had to come!  
Hearings will be resumed on Monday – 14th – 
Chamberlain brought the Bill up in the Senate 
again yesterday, but Senator Burton of Ohio 
objected and was assisted by Bankhead of 
Alabama & it was passed – until a more opportune 
moment – we’ll try again! 

Diary 23, 1913 
July 12-16 

12th – 
No hearing on Ry. bill today.  The bill seems to 
have a clear right of way into the Senate, but each 
time it is brought up Senator Burton of Ohio objects 
& it goes over.  It was up again yesterday – but 
was passed by. 

-16th – 
We have hearings each day on the Alaska Ry. Bill 
– Dick Ryan holding Tuesday & Wed- & Ballaine 
Monday –  
Today the Com. adjourned till next week – at call of 
the Chairman – when we will proceed – hearing 
Boland, Swantz & others. 

Diary 23, 1913 
July 17 

-17- 
I am disappointed to find an inclination on the part 
of the Atty. Genl. office and the Sec. of Int. Lane to 

prevent me from securing aid and comfort in 
Alaska matters.  I assume, of course that it arises 
out of politics, but it is sometimes embarrassing.  
However, I do not intend to permit them to drive me 
to violence or unfriendly criticisms, but shall smile 
& continue on in the even tenor of my way.  For 
instance they are careful in appointments not to 
support one who was my political supporter! 

Diary 23, 1913 
July 17 

17 
And today I called up Sec. Lane’s Secretary and 
asked to make an engagement for a few minutes – 
he evaded & sought to avoid in such a way as to 
constitute refusal!  Of course a Delegate is not 
entitled, under the rule here to precedence, but 
after my long and friendly acquaintance with Lane 
& the very important political interest in Alaska, I 
presumed that he would be friendly and not unkind.  
I do not need him more than he will need me 
before the chapter is finished. 

Diary 23, 1913 
July 19-20 

-19th - 
Went to see Sec. Lane this morning – he received 
me as if I were his long lost brother & I am now 
almost quite – convinced that my inability to see 
him two days ago was the result of his secretary’s 
stupidity and not lane’s fault. 

-20th - 
Debbie went west this evening at 6:45.  She will 
meet Mrs. E.R. Peoples at Gardiner, Mont. & will 
visit the Yellowstone & then go to Seattle and await 
my coming. 

Diary 23, 1913 
July 22 

-22- 
Am at work on my Alaska Library & digesting all 
books of discovery etc. – Russian discovery in 
Alaska for my Handbook.  Morrison is working on 
my Alaska Docs and preparing to digest – index 
digest of my library in Alaska. 
Am spending my days and almost my nights at this 
work now since Debbie had gone west.  I shall not 
quit until I get the “Commercial Hist. & Handbook of 
Alaska” completed in a satisfactory way –  
Of course much work for the Territory going on 
every day. 

Diary 23, 1913 
July 24 

-24th - 
John E. Ballaine started west via N.Y. a day or two 
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ago but this afternoon he came back to tell me & 
others – probably – that while in New York, a 
broker for Geo. W. Perkins told him that Hugh 
Wallace and Falcon Joslin have a written contract 
with the Alaska Syndicate as agents to sell the 
Copper River & N.W. Ry. To the U.S. in case the 
Alaska Ry. Bill passes.  That may or may not be 
true but the bill ought to pass anyway, and then the 
fight can be made to prevent the President from 
buying the road – but as it is they must help us 
pass the bill to build Ry, in Alaska – and that far we 
can go together! 

Diary 23, 1913 
July 25-29 

-25- 
Hearing today before the Com. on Ter. on Ry. Bill.  
Patrick, the Attorney for the Alaska Northern Ry. 
made an attack on the bill & will continue & be 
followed by Boland, the Trustee for the Northern – 
after which, I suppose, I will be allowed to close the 
hearings. 
Have been sick with gastritis for 2 or 3 days – not 
over it yet. 

-29th - 
Hearings in Ry Bill before the Com on Ter. 
resumed today – was asked to make a statement 
which will conclude the public hearings.  I am not 
only required to make  

Diary 23, 1913 
July 29 

29 
my own affirmative argument but at the same time 
to answer the assertions and arguments of the 
opponents of the bill. 
I am quite pleased with my effort – one usually is, 
but really I think my argument does some good 
with those democrats who had not considered the 
legal effect of the bill - & I sought to convince them 
that it is both constitutional & democratic - & think I 
succeeded!! 

Diary 23, 1913 
July 30 

-30th - 
We finished our hearings before House Com. on 
Ter. today on the Alaska Ry. Bill. Of course I had 
the final and stood on my feet all day – The record 
will be printed and I think will show very clearly the 
need for the U.S. to build a Gov’t. Ry in Alaska. 
A very heavy storm this afternoon – Thunder, 
lightning & wind – hail and rain – I hear that several 

houses were blown down & people hurt. 
Morrison has just finished my index cards for 
Alaska 

Diary 23, 1913 
August 7 

Aug -7th - 
Called on the Sec. of Navy today & talked over 
general plan of Alaska Ry. Naval coal base etc. 
He is in hearty accord with us & will give us aid in 
Alaska Railroad efforts.  All hearings before the 
Com. on Ter. on Ry. bill ended – printed - & now 
we are at work securing the aid of the Wilson 
Administration to pass the bill. 
I sent in the nomination of Howard Rolston, of 
Fairbanks for appointment as cadet to the U.S. Mil. 
Acad. West Point. 
 

Diary 23, 1913 
August 8 

8 
[clipping] 
      

The Washington Times 
Published Every Evening (Including Sunday  

by the Washington Times Company, 
The Munsey Building, Pennsylvania Avenue. 

Frank A. Munsey, Pres. R.H. Titherington, Sec. 
Fred A. Walker, Treasurer and General Manager. 
One Year (Inc. Sunday) $3.50 | 6 Mo., $1.75 | 3 

Mo., 90¢  
Entered at the Post Office at Washington, D.C. as 

second class mail matter. 
Washington, D.C., Friday, August 8, 1913. 

  
A DELEGATE FOR THE DISTRICT 

------------------ 
The District Delegate Association is putting out 

an appeal to the Democratic Administration and 
Democratic Congress to keep their Democracy in 
mind when they come to dealing with this District. 

The delegate Association modestly asks merely 
for a single delegate, without a vote.  This is 
expedient as an entering wedge, and also because 
more than this could not be granted without 
amending the Constitution.  It takes a generation or 
so to do that. 

As a matter of fact, it wouldn’t be so important to 
have a regular voting delegation, as many people 
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believe.  The Delegate from Alaska, Mr. 
Wickersham, who has accomplished marvels for 
his people, recently declared that he suspected he 
had been able to do more by reason of not having 
a vote.  He didn’t need to make somebody mad by 
voting against a “little bill” every now and then; he 
didn’t have to partisan at critical times; he didn’t 
need to line up with or against a machine or a 
faction or a party. 

But that is not all that Alaskan experience 
teaches the District.  Mr. Wickersham has 
persistently stood for certain things in Alaska: for 
home rule, for conservation of resources, for 
opportunity of development, for the people as 
against the Guggenheims.  Now, he has been lied 
about and libeled and slandered and 
misrepresented world without end.  It has been 
proclaimed by big and well-funded lobbies, year 
after year, Congress after Congress, that 
Wickersham didn’t speak for Alaska; that the lobby, 
or the War Department, or the Alaska Syndicate, or 
somebody else, did that. 
But there is no longer any uncertainty on that point.  
Everybody knows, now, what Alaska wants and 
whether Wickersham presents it. 

Diary 23, 1913 
August 8 

8 
[clipping continued] 

They know that Alaska wants what Wickersham 
is demanding, and that he most emphatically 
DOES represent it. 

How do they know that? 
Because every time there is an election in 

Alaska, Wickersham is elected again to succeed 
himself, and by an increased majority. 

When he ran as a Republican he was elected.  
When the Republican machine dumped him and he 
ran as an Independent he was elected.  When he 
ran as a Progressive-Independent he was elected 
again. 

Than makes a record that can’t be beaten.  
Alaska has been able to tell congress just what it 
wants, because it has been able to prove that it 
stands firmly behind “Jim” Wickersham’s demands.  

The District could send just as clear and 

unmistakable message to Congress if it had a 
delegate.  There would be some red-hot 
campaigns; the line-up would be sharp and clear; 
the pros and the antis would be compelled to show 
their colors; the issues would be clear-cut and 
manifest. 

The District Delegate Association notes that 
Alaska, Porto Rico, and the Philippines all have 
delegates in Congress; it mildly wonders if the 
District is denied similar representation because 
the District is considered less intelligent, honest, or 
capable of taking a meager little part in its own 
government. 
 
Chairman Houston informs me this afternoon that 
his wife is sick & he must go to Tenn & won’t be 
back for 10 days!  That means that I cannot get to 
Alaska this summer! for I must stay & aid in 
reporting the Alaska Ry. bill!  That’s a hardship & a 
disappointment. 

Diary 23, 1913 
August 12-14 

-12th – 
Nothing much going on – I am waiting for Houston 
the Chairman of our Ter. Com. to come back so 
that we can hold a meeting & report the Ry. bill to 
the House. 

It is discouraging!   
But time and patience will bring the result so 

needed in Alaska.  In the meantime I am working 
on historical data 

-14th - 
The Tammany legislature in New York has just 
presented articles of impeachment against Gov. 
Wm. Sulzer.  It splits the Democratic party in that  

Diary 23, 1913 
August 14-15 

State wide open – and blasts Sulzer’s reputation.  
It is a pity that such a spectacle in American 
politics should be made.  

I have just sent a letter to each member of the 
Senate asking an amendment to the tariff bill so 
that the Income tax in Alaska shall be paid into the 
Territorial Treasury. 

-15th – 
About ¼ of the Senators have acknowledged the 
receipt of my letter of yesterday and say they will 
give it careful consideration.  Of course I do not 
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expect any other answer – but I hope for 
affirmative action. 

Diary 23, 1913 
August 15 

15 
[clipping]  

DELEGATE PLAN  
FINDS ENDORSER 

 
James Wickersham of Alaska  

Favor’s District’s Having  
Seat in House 

MANY OBJECTS GAINED 
Vast Improvement in Territory’s Af 
fairs Since Representation Was  

Secured in Washington. 
Not only is the bill providing for representation of 

the District by a delegate receiving the universal 
indorsement of citizens of Washington, but an 
astonishingly broad sentiment in favor of the 
measure has become manifest throughout the 
membership of Congress. 

Many Senators and Representatives openly have 
expressed their approval of strong support in the 
campaign for the enactment of the measure. 

James Wickersham, Delegate from Alaska, 
yesterday declared that he was thoroughly in 
sympathy with the movement. 

Alaska Delegate Talks. 
It is amazing that the District of Columbia, with 

nearly 400,000 highly educated inhabitants, he 
said, has been refused representation in Congress 
when there are at least six States in the Union with 
a less population, less wealth and that pay less 
taxes, and have no more reason for representation 
than this District of Columbia.  But each enjoys full 
representation in the House of Representatives as 
well as in the Senate. 

“Alaska was purchased by the United States in 
1867, but the first delegate was not elected until 
1906.  Prior to 1906 the territory had received no 
beneficial legislation in aid of the development of 
her resources or of government by the people 
there.  Since that date there has been a greater 
material development in Alaska than in all the 
preceding forty years, while the people have 

obtained the passage of a bill for the creation of an 
elective territorial Legislature which met for the first 
time last March. 

Diary 23, 1913 
August 15 

15 
“For forty-five years the people of Alaska were 

without any lawmaking body and were entirely 
disorganized.  Such a condition created there a 
great fish trust, a transportation trust, and gave the 
American Smelting and Refining Company, the 
Guggenheims, complete control of copper and 
mineral resources.  If Alaska had been given a 
delegate and an elective territorial Legislature in 
1884 when the courts were first established there, 
there never would have been any Alaskan 
difficulty, for the people would have frustrated all 
attempts to monopolize their country and would 
have afforded immediate and proper solution of all 
Alaskan questions which now concern the Union. 

Present Plan Illegal. 
“No American community ought to be compelled 

to exist for so many years without representation in 
Congress.  It is illogical in the first place, and an 
injustice in the second place, to say nothing of the 
inconvenience to the people who are thus 
excommunicated from the enjoyment of their 
American birthright-participation in their own 
governmental affairs. 

“I feel most emphatically that the bill designated 
to grant this long-delayed representation of the 
District of Columbia in the National Legislature  
should be passed by Congress without delay.” 

Roy C. Claflin, chairman of the District Delegate 
Association, was delighted to receive Mr. 
Wickersham’s indorsement of the bill. 

Vote Has Its Objections. 
“Some of our good citizens,” he said, “hesitate to 

indorse the proposal for a District delegate for the 
reason that the representative would not have the 
privilege of voting.  It will be recalled that Mr. 
Wickersham has declared his conviction that the 
absence of voting power actually has been a 
source of usefulness rather than a handicap to him.  
He says that often it relieves him of the necessity 
of offending some one by voting against this or that 
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little pet measure, and of becoming at times a 
partisan and thus incurring the enmity of various 
members who might retaliate by voting against 
legislation being advocated in the interests of 
Alaska.” 

So far there has been no open opposition to the 
bill.  Some persons, however, have declared that 
they are in favor of going futher, and urging 
representation of the District by persons with bill 
voting power.  Members of the District Delegate 
Association are anxious that persons opposed to 
the measure express their objections at once, so 
that the situation may be clarified by the time 
Congress is ready to take final action in the matter. 

Diary 23, 1913 
August 18 

Aug. 18th, 1913.- 
I am greatly shocked this afternoon to learn from 
the evening paper that my old Tacoma friend Fred 
G. Plummer is dead.  I was intimately acquainted 
with him for years in Tacoma.  We both took great 
interest in the same scientific studies & were both 
members and officers of the Tacoma Academy of 
Science. 
Ever since I have been here in Washington we 
have frequently visited – I often went to his office & 
he to mine, and our relations have always been of 
the most friendly and  

Diary 23, 1913 
August 18 

18 
pleasant kind.  I greatly regret his death.  He 
leaves a wife and family in California.  The Evening 
Times says: 
 
[clipping] 

GEOGRAPHER FOUND 
DEAD BY COLLEAGUE 

Fred G. Plummer, of the Forest 
Service, Believed Victim of 

Acute Indigestion. 
Fred Gordon Plummer, forty-nine years old, of 

1300 Scott circle northwest, chief geographer of 
the forest service of the Department of Agriculture, 
was found dead in the bathroom of his residence 
this morning by Fred D. Bradford, a draughtsman, 
sent from his office to find out why his chief had not 
been to work since Friday.  Coroner Nevitt, who 

examined the body, pronounced death due to 
acute indigestion which had affected the heart, and 
which probably had caused Plummer to fall dead 
while he was taking a bath. 

Colleagues who work at the Forest Service with 
Plummer had not seen him since Friday.  Alarm 
was felt over his absence, and this morning 
Bradford was sent to find out the cause.  When 
Bradford arrived at the residence he found the 
outer door locked, but a window on the second 
floor was opened.  Borrowing a ladder from a 
neighbor’s home he climbed to the second floor 
and entered by the window.  Finding no one in the 
room which he knew to be Plummer’s, he went 
through the other rooms and found Plummer lying 
dead in the bath room. 

Appeare In Good Spirits. 
The residence which was occupied by Plummer 
during the summer months is the Cloverside 
School for Girls, directed by Mrs. Timlow.  No one 
living there during the summer, Mr. Plummer 
became a lone boarder, occupying the school while 
the girls and faculty were away on their vacation.  
He was 

Diary 23, 1913 
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18 
[clipping continued] 
an intimate friend of members of the faculty, who 
asked him to live there during the summer. 

When last seen on Friday Plummer was said to 
have been in excellent spirits and apparently in 
good health.  D.D. Bronson, who dined with him 
Friday evening, and who is the last of his friends to 
have seen him alive, confirmed this. 

When the news of the death of Plummer was 
received at the office of the Forest Service this 
morning, a great shock was felt by the members of 
the division in which he is employed. 

Long In Government Service. 
Fred Gordon Plummer entered the service of the 

Government in 1883, when he was employed by 
the War Department as a rodman and levelman on 
special work in construction of levees on the lower 
part of the Mississippi river. 

From 1989-1903 he was special field assistant of 
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the Geologic Survey, detailed to the examination of 
the national forests.  He passed the civil service 
examination for irrigation engineer and 
hydrographer in 1903, and was appointed engineer 
in the Geological Survey.  He was later transferred 
as civil engineer in the Forest Service. 

Mr. Plummer was a voluminous writer on 
subjects connected with geology, geography, and 
forestry, and wrote the first description of forest 
conditions in many of the national forests of 
Washington, Oregon, Arizona, New Mexico, and 
California.  He spent his chief efforts in his work for 
the Forest Service as its geographer.  His 
compilation of statistical and may data is one of the 
most remarkable in this country, if not in the world. 

He was a member of several technical societies, 
including the Washington Academy of Sciences, 
the Society of American Foresters, the Geological 
Society, and the United States Board of 
Geographic Names. 

Mr. Plummer is survived by a wife and five 
children, who are now living at the family home in 
Point Loma, Cal. 
 
I called on Asst. Sec. of War Breckenridge today & 
discussed the matter of the abandonment of the 
Alaska Cable & Telegraph  

Diary 23, 1913 
August 18 

18 
line by the War Dept. & the transfer of the lines to 
the P.O. Dept.  I made an argument against the 
proposed transfer – he asked me to put my 
statement in writing etc.   

During the conversation I also spoke of the 
appropriation through the War Dept. of the sums 
for Col. Richardson’s Road Commission etc.  He 
seemed to think that item ought not to be charged 
against his Dept. & asked me to prepare a private 
“Memo” about it for his inspection.  I promised to 
do so tomorrow. 

Diary 23, 1913 
August 19-21 

-19th - 
I am greatly shocked this morning to be told from 
the Forestry Bureau that they had telegraphic 
instructions from Mrs. Plummer to cremate Prof. 
Plummer’s body, and did so this morning in the 

presence of four witnesses. 
-21st – 

Funeral service was held in honor of Fred. G. 
Plummer, Geographer of the Forestry Service and 
my Tacoma friend of 25 years ago, at the Chapel in 
All Souls Church, this evening at 5 oclock - I 
attended – it was complementary. 

Diary 23, 1913 
August 22 

-22- 
I visited the Postmaster General yesterday – 
expostulated against P.O. Dept. taking over the 
Alaska Cable & Tel. Lines from War Dept. & then 
talked about my position in Alaska politics.  I told 
him that I had been supported three terms by the 
Progressive Democrats in Alaska – had fought the 
Stand Pat Republicans, etc. 
He seemed to think I ought to declare myself to be 
a Democrat – he invited me to inform him when 
any applicant for P.O. in Alaska ought not to be 
appointed! – a doubtful duty.  

Diary 23, 1913 
August 22 

At the request of the Asst. Sec. of War I prepared 
a Private “memo” on the Richardson wagon road 
matter & sent it to him by Mr. Jeffery. 
I have no idea what he will do – but imagine that 
Richardson’s “Army & Navy Club” lobby will keep 
him in line.  If they do I shall make no further effort, 
since the Administration is now in possession of 
the facts & can make all the appropriations for road 
money it pleases for waste by Richardson in 
Alaska.  I can stand it. 

Diary 23, 1913 
August 24-25 

-Aug. 24th, 1913- 
MY 56TH BIRTHDAY AND ALLS WELL! 

 
-25th - 

At his request I called on the Asst. to the Atty Genl. 
Mr. Graham and had a talk about the Houston & 
Bullock applications for pardon for robbing the U.S. 
in conspiracy with Jarvis.  He told me to start on 
what the Dept. of Justice had determined what it 
would do! And I judge from that that they have 
recommended a pardon, since that is Finch’s  

Diary 23, 1913 
August 25 

25 
report.  Well, if so, it is another demonstration of 
the power of Big Business to protect its criminals! 

We also talked about appointees in Alaska – but 
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it all ends in talk. 
I also went to see the 2nd Asst. P.M. Genl. About 

establishing a post office at the new “strike” on the 
Chisana – or Shushana River.  No application has 
come to the Dept. so I will have to begin at the 
beginning – and will telegraph tomorrow for 
information as to the exact locality, etc. 

Diary 23, 1913 
August 26 

-26th - 
Elna Olson, was yesterday appointed postmistress 
at Douglas, Alaska. 

This morning I telegraphed to Alvah Eames, 
Clerk Ry Mail Service, Valdes, for the name of the 
locality on the Chisana River where the new 
“strike” is located & also for information about the 
route of the winter mails.  The 2nd Asst. & 4th 
Assist. P.M. Genl. said yesterday they would at 
once establish the postoffice but I must get some 
exact details first.  Judge Houston, Chairman, 
House Com. on Ter. (over). 

Diary 23, 1913 
August 26 

26 
is back – have just had a talk with him and he 
made an engagement to see the President on 
Thursday – he wants the support of the 
administration for any bill he reports.  Sec Lane will 
be back next week & we will not make a report at 
any rate until he is consulted.  There is no use to 
report a bill which the Administration will not 
support.  Have just called up the Int. Dept. & am 
informed that Sec. Lane will not be back before 
Sept. 15th – that probably puts off any action by 
the Com. till that date.  

Diary 23, 1913 
August 28 

-28th - 
Chairman Houston, House Com. on Ter. saw the 
President today & received assurances of hearty 
support for the Alaska Railway bill.  He will call the 
Committee together on Monday to get the bill ready 
to report.  

I received notice this morning from Chas. H. 
Burke, Acting Chairman of the Republican 
Congressional Committee, that I was a member & 
that a meeting of the Committee would be held 
tomorrow to organize. 

I wrote him a declination & withdrawal from the 
Committee as follows: (see next page) 

Diary 23, 1913 
August 28 

28 
Washington, Aug. 28, 1913 

Hon. Chas. H. Burke 
Acting Chairman Republican Congressional  
Committee, Washington D.C. 
 
My dear Sir:  I have learned from the newspapers 
that the Republican members of Congress held a 
caucus this week and appointed a Republican 
Congressional Committee of one member from 
each State and Territory, and that I was named as 
such member from the Territory of Alaska.  I am 
now in receipt of a notice signed by you as acting 
Chairman of the Committee calling a meeting of 
the Committee for Friday at 10:30 a.m. in the 
Minority Room for the purpose of organization. 

You will bear witness that I have never attended 
a Republican caucus  

Diary 23, 1913 
August 28 

28 
nor any meeting of the Republican Congressional 
Committee.  This was because I have opposed the 
regular Republican organization in Alaska and 
have fought and assisted in defeating its nominees 
for delegate to Congress from Alaska in the years, 
1908, 1910 and 1912, being myself elected by the 
independent progressive Democrats and 
Republicans in that Territory, in opposition to the 
candidates of your organization.  For this reason, I 
just, of course, decline to become a member or 
attend the meetings of the Republican 
Congressional Committee, and will thank you to 
notify the Committee of my declination. 

Respectfully, 
James Wickersham 

Diary 23, 1913 
August 29 

-29th - 
Delivered my letter declining to be a member of the 
Republican Congressional Committee to Chairman 
Burke this morning before the meeting.  
Immediately after the meeting Stevens, of the 
Seattle Times called me up on the telephone & 
said “I hear you have left the republican party – you 
are a Bull Mooser.”  I declined to talk but that 
probably won’t keep him from roasting me in his 
Seattle paper.  
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In the noon edition of the Times is a statement 
that several Senators & Congressmen from  

Diary 23, 1913 
August 29 

29 
Wash., Or., & Cal. had visited the President 
yesterday asking for the pardon of Bullock & 
Houston. 
 
[clipping] 

Urge Pardon For Two. 
A delegation of Western Senators and 

Congressmen called on President Wilson 
yesterday at the White House, and urged pardons 
for John H. Bullock and C.E. Houston, of Seattle, 
Wash., sentenced to one year’s imprisonment and 
a fine of $2,000 each for fraudulent bidding on coal 
contracts for Forts Davis and St. Michaels, Alaska.  
Because of extenuating circumstances which they 
laid before the President, the members of the 
delegation prevailed upon him to take their 
recommendations under advisement.  Those in the 
party were Senators Jones of Washington, Works 
of California, Lane and Chamberlain of Oregon, 
and Congressmen Humphrey and Johnson of 
Washington, and Nolan of California. 
 
Have just called up the White House & asked to 
have the matter go over until Wednesday so that I 
can file an additional objection. 
Also telegraphed to Tacoma to ascertain if the U.S. 
brought a civil suit to recover the money so 
obtained by the Big Interest by the fraud. 

Diary 23, 1913 
August 30 

-30th - 
Went to the White House and asked to see the 
record left with the President by the Atty. Genl’s  
office in Houston-Bullock case but was told that it 
was on the President’s desk in his private room, 
etc. and they would not let me see it. 
Recd. telegram from Clerk U.S. Ct. Tacoma, 
saying that U.S. had brought suit to recover 
$100,000 from the Gugg. Co. (NW Com. Co.) the 
Pac. Coal Co. & J.J. Sesnon Co. !! 
The pardon would defeat recovery in that suit. 

Diary 23, 1913 
August 31 

Sunday, 31st  
The Sunday Times this evening says: 

 
[clipping] 

M’REYNOLDS TO STAY 
ON JOB, SAY FRIENDS 

Report From New York of In- 
tended Resignation Denied 

by Department.   
Associates of Attorney General McReynolds in 

the Department of Justice scout the reports 
published in a New York paper that the Attorney 
General contemplates resigning.  In the absence of 
Attorney General McReynolds, who is in Montreal, 
attending the American Bar Association 
convention, no authoritative statement could be 
obtained at the Department, but officials of the 
department in touch with the Attorney General 
declare that he is far from having any intention of 
resigning. 

The Attorney General believes he has been 
subjected to unjust criticism, they declare, but they 
say he has never expressed the belief that his 
presence in the Cabinet is a handicap to President 
Wilson’s Administration.  They insist that the 
Attorney General has been given assurances on 
frequent occasions that the has the confidence of 
the Administration, and that it is not a party to any 
move to embarrass him, or , as the Attorney 
General is quoted by a Senator as saying, to make 
him the “goat” of the Administration. 
No comment would be made at the Department on 
the report that on the return of President Wilson he 
will be visited by a delegation headed by Delegate 
Wickersham, of Alaska, to protest against the 
pardon of John H. Bulloch and Charles E. Houston, 
sentenced on conspiracy to defraud the 
Government in Alaska.  In this case it is declared 
that, while the United States prosecuting attorney 
and every member of the trial jury refused to 
recommend a pardon, Attorney General 
Wickersham opposed it and President Taft refused 
clemency, Attorney General Wickersham 
{McReynolds} has recommended a pardon.  No 
one but Mr. McReynolds, it was said a the 
Department, was qualified to offer any explanation 
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in this case. 
Diary 23, 1913 
September 2 

Sep. 2nd . 
Wrote a strong protest to the President today 
against the pardon of Houston & Bullock, the two 
scamps convicted for conspiracy with Jarvis in 
putting in collusive bids for supplying coal to Alaska 
forts. 

Committee on Territories met today – discussed 
the Alaska Ry  bill briefly & adjourned till Thursday 
– 4th.  Chairman Houston told the Committee how 
earnestly President Wilson favored the bill – the 
Committee is largely in favor of the bill, though 
some seem to hesitate. 

Diary 23, 1913 
September 3 

Sept. 3rd  
My friend Blackman, of Spokane Wash. Went to 
see Sec. to the President, Tumulty, this morning 
and Tumulty in great anger and excitement abused 
me – and called me a liar & other ugly names, 
because of statements made in an alleged 
interview with me sent out by the United Press 
Bureau and published in the New York papers 
Sunday. 
Blackman defended me the best he could, but not 
having seen the interviews & not having  

Diary 23, 1913 
September 3 

3 
any information could do little.  Tumulty told him 
that after the visit of Senators Jones, Chamberlain, 
Works & Lane, Congressman Humphrey, Johnson 
& Nolan to the President on last Friday they sent to 
the Dept. of Justice for the record & that in sending 
it to the Atty. Genl. Made a notation in his own 
handwriting saying the pardon ought not be 
granted.  It seems the New York interview quotes 
me as saying that the Atty Genl recommended the 
Pardon. 

Today (Sep 3) while 
Diary 23, 1913 
September 3 

3 
Blackman was explaining retailing his interview 
with Tumulty to me the reporter for the United 
Press come into my office.  I asked him where he 
got the facts which he made me repeat in his 
interviews – he told me that they were given to him 
by a very prominent man (as a matter of fact it was 
Senator Poindexter) – he repeated that when he 

came to see me he only asked me to give him the 
Christian names of Houston & Bullock & asked if 
Jarvis committed suicide  

Diary 23, 1913 
September 3 

3 
– In short he admitted what, of course, I knew, that 
he manufactured my alleged interview – if it was an 
interview – from statements given him by 
Poindexter & others & not by me. 
The United Press man was in my office Saturday, 
Aug. 30, and while I have not yet seen the alleged 
interviews I am satisfied that they are fairly correct.  
However, I will take this opportunity to put Tumulty 
wise and by making him understand the truth hope 
to make my position with 

Diary 23, 1913 
September 3 

3 
the President more confidential than heretofore – in 
short – I am right in this matter – Tumulty is wrong.  
I have shielded the President from scandal which 
would have hurt him – by hurting the Attorney 
General – and as I have confidence in the 
President I hope now to so explain as to force him 
to have confidence in me – which Tumulty does not 
now have. More Anon! 

While Blackman & I were yet talking I was called 
to the telephone  

Diary 23, 1913 
September 3 

3 
by Mr. E.B. Townsend, who, as Asst. Atty. Genl. 
under Atty. Genl. Wickersham procured the 
indictments against Bullock & Houston, and tried 
them for the U.S. when they were convicted.  
He also brought me the $100,000 suit! He wanted 
to make an engagement to see me, & suggested 
that I make an engagement with Senator 
Poindexter for a meeting of the three to discuss the 
matter.  He said he had just reached Washington 
from the West & found things in bad shape for his 
case in the Dept. of Justice. 

Diary 23, 1913 
September 4 

-4th – 
Blackman went to see Tumulty again today and 
told him what he had found out about the New York 
interview attributed to me – etc.  He did not give 
Poindexter’s name but told him that it was a 
Senator who gave the newspaper man the facts & 
not me.  He says that Tumulty expressed regret at 
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his hasty conclusion and his pleasure that I was 
misquoted, etc.! 
Townsend was to see Poindexter with me today 
but telephoned early this morning saying he must 
go to New York & would see me tomorrow 
morning. 

Diary 23, 1913 
September 4 

Had a meeting – or attempt to get one – this 
morning of the House Com. on Ter. – but no 
quorum. 
Chairman Houston expresses the greatest interest 
& determination to get the bill favorably reported at 
this session of Congress, so that it can be passed 
early in the regular December session.  I am 
confident now of its favorable consideration and 
passage.  So far as I can discover the inclination is 
toward my bill.  Houston will make a personal effort 
to get a quorum or a full committee on Monday. 

Diary 23, 1913 
September 5-7 

-5th – 
Darrell is transferred to the 

“Paducah” 
as navigator & executive Officer. 

I think the Paducah is a small craft like the Tacoma 
& probably rolls like a log – if so he will wail like a 
wolf. 

Nothing from Townsend & nothing further from 
the application of Houston and Bullock for pardon. 

7th. 
Darrell came over to see me today – for 3 hours.  
He will join the Paducah about Oct. 1 and probably 
do hydrographic work on the East coast of 
Nicaragua! 

Diary 23, 1913 
September 9 

-9th – 
[clipping] 

AUTO CRUSHES MAN'S HEAD 
M.J. Fraas’ Machine Runs Over 

Cyclists in Capitol Grounds. 
Unidentified Victim Turns His Wheel 
Before the Motor-Wears Gold Ring 

Marked “F.G.K.” – Other Clews. 
Unidentified, a man was killed shortly after 7 

o’clock last night while cycling in the north end of 
Capitol Grounds near the junction of North Capitol 
street, when he collided with an automobile driven 
by Martin J. Fraas, a plumber, of 119 R street 

northwest.  The man was apparently a mulatto or 
Greek.  He had brown eyes and dark brown hair, 
weighed about 150 pounds, and was 5 feet 7 ½ 
inches tall.  He wore a gold signet ring with the 
initials “F.G.K.”  Nothing was found in his pockets 
to indicate his identity. 

According to witnesses, the man was riding up 
the grade behind an automobile and turned out in 
front of the machine driven by Fraas, which was 
coming down the hill.  He went under the machine, 
tangled in the wreckage of his bicycle.  Fraas 
placed him in the automobile and hastened to 
Emergency Hospital, where Dr. George Boice 
pronounced him dead.  An examination disclosed a 
severe fracture of the skull. 

Fraas was detained a the Sixth precinct station 
pending an investigation by the coroner.  A laundry 
mark, V-30, on the dead man’s collar, and the 
number of his bicycle, 3496, a black frame 
Racycle, are being used by the police in an effort to 
establish his identity. 

 
I saw this poor fellow killed & was the first person 
to reach him. He was billed by his own 
carelessness and without any fault on the part of 
Mr. Frass. 

Diary 23, 1913 
September 9 

9 
I wrote two letters to be Atty. Genl. today - one 
asking for a copy of Finch's report in the Houston-
Bullock pardon case wherein I am criticized & the 
other repudiating a dispatch printed in the New 
York Press on Sunday, Aug. 31, wherein I am 
quoted as vigorously criticizing and threatening the 
Attorney General for his action in the Houston-
bullock case.  I did not give the interview or the 
facts to the Press reporter, - who really got them 
from Senator Poindexter but credited them to me. 

Diary 23, 1913 
September 10 

-10th – 
We had a pretty full meeting of the House Com. on 
Ter. today & passed a motion to appoint a Com. - a 
Sub. Com - of 5, to take up the Alaska Ry. bill & 
give it immediate and earnest attention, etc.  Much 
interest is taken in the matter but the leading 
Democrats look scared every time it is suggested 
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that they are heading toward “government 
ownership of American Railroads”!- 
Of course I insisted that this is only a part of the 
U.S. Naval & Military Defense. 

Diary 23, 1913 
September 11 

-11th – 
Chairman Houston appointed the following 
subcommittee to consider & report upon the Alaska 
Ry. Bill!  
Chairman, (Houston of Tenn.)  
Members:   Watson, Va. 

Brumbaugh, Ohio  
Guernsey, Me.  
Curry, Cal. 

3 Dems. & 2 Republicans.  While I cannot be a 
member I am expected to be present & take part 
as the expert Rep. of Alaska - I am satisfied with 
the Sub. Com.  

Diary 23, 1913 
September 12-
14 

-12- 
Will go over to New York this afternoon - for a 
change - a rest & to look at the town and also book 
stores. 

-14th - 
Sunday evening.  Went to New York - but up at the 
McAlpine.  Yesterday went over to Brooklyn & 
visited O'Leary's old Book Store, - got a lot of 
books - & came back to N.Y. & visited around went 
to Belasco theater & saw “A Temperamental 
Journey.“ played - enjoyed it very much. 
Back home this evening at 4:30 & in office reading 
letters. 

Diary 23, 1913 
September 19 

-19th – 
Working in the office all week waiting for the House 
to pass the Currency Bill - which it did yesterday - 
so as to relieve the members of the Com. on Ter. 
so that they will give time to the Alaska Ry. Bill. 

The sub-Committee met today & we had a 
hopeful session & will meet again tomorrow to 
continue work.  Really it begins to look now as if 
we will soon get a unanimous and favorable report 
- if so my anxiety will have full compensation. 

Diary 23, 1913 
September 20 

Sept. 20th. 
[clipping] 

THEIR RESIGNATIONS ASKED. 
McReynolds Calls Upon Alaskan Judge  

and Prosecutor to Retire. 
Nome, Alaska, Sept. 19.- United States District 

Judge Cornelius D. Murane has been asked by the 
Department of Justice to resign.  The term of office 
for which he was appointed has one year more to 
run. 

It is said also that United States District Attorney 
Bernard S. Rodney, who was formerly delegate to 
Congress from New Mexico and Federal judge in 
Porto Rico, has been asked to resign. 
 
Good! I hope he makes both of them come 
through! We had another meeting of the House 
Com. on Ter. to consider the Alaska Ry bill today.  
Judge Watson, of Virginia, first attempted to amend 
by providing for a Commission to do the work - we 
beat that after long consideration. 
He then proposed an amendment that in case any 
private  

Diary 23, 1913 
September 20 

20 
interest will build the road the President shall 
permit them to do so - Of course I opposed such 
an amendment, because first it would limit the 
power and discretion of the President to build a 
system - a complete railroad, second, it would give 
the big interests the lines & permit them to drive 
our team - it would, for instance permit Dick Ryan’s 
syndicate - or the Guggs - to prevent the Court 
from ever building a line to the Bering Riv. & 
Matanuska Coal fields - it would force the U.S. to 
build the poorer  

Diary 23, 1913 
September 20 

20 
parts & let the Big Business build the better parts of 
a system - thus putting them in control so they 
might destroy the Govt investment & eventually 
buy it in for a song - it would give Big Business the 
pick of the system & by comparison prejudice the 
public because the Govt would not be equal etc.  In 
short it is a concession to Big Business which will 
enable it to control or destroy - to stop the Govt 
work at any time & at any place - and I shall fight it 
to the end! 

Diary 23, 1913 
September  22-

-22nd  
Meeting House Com. (sub-Corn) on Ter. on Alaska 
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23 Ry. bill -We are reading the bill & working out our 
differences - but it is a slow process. 

-23rd- 
Another meeting Sub. Com. today - working a little 
better - but it is “hard sledding” - & there is much 
difference of opinion - but altogether also much 
interest - Hope it moves along in a friendly way.  
Judge Watson is constantly making objections - 
some of them are fair others without foundation. 

Diary 23, 1913 
September 24-
25 

-24- 
Another meeting of the Sub. Com. today.  Reading 
Senate Bill, & Chairman instructed to consult with 
Sec. Treas. about sections for issuing bonds, 
redemption, etc. 

-25- 
Letter from Debbie - she is waiting for me to come 
west - with impatience. 
Sick last night & today - but not seriously; cramps. 
Our Sub-Corm, of the House Com. on Ter. 
practically finished its consideration of the Alaska 
Ry bill today -at 5:30 this afternoon & substantially 
approved my Bill. A full meeting of the 

Diary 23, 1913 
September 25 

25 
Committee will probably be called on Saturday to 
approve it & provide for its favorable report to the 
House before adjournment. 
Judge Watson demanded some changes which 
often were helpful to the bill, and in other cases did 
no harm - so they were generally allowed & he 
seems highly satisfied with the result. 

Altogether is it quite satisfactory to me & if 
passed will provide for building the road in general 
accord with my bill as first drawn by me & 
introduced in the Senate by Senator Chamberlain. 
Hope to start west by Sunday. 

Diary 23, 1913 
September 26 

-26th – 
Two things have occurred today that give me 
satisfaction - the first is that the Sub-Committee of 
the Committee on Territories voted unanimously to 
report my Alaska Ry. Bill no 1739  favorably to the 
committee - the second is that the President 
refused to pardon Bullock & Houston - Seattle coal 
thieves who robbed the Government by the 
fraudulent scheme of agreed bids & a division of 

the loot. 
When the matter of reporting  

Diary 23, 1913 
September 26 

26 
my Ry. Bill came before the Sub. Committee, 
Congressman Brumbaugh of Ohio suggested that 
since amendments had to be made it might be 
better to have a new bill prepared to contain my bill 
as amended, and that it be introduced by the 
Chairman! 
Of course the purpose was to take the credit away 
from me & give it to the Chairman - a Democrat, 
and thus gain political capital for the party! 

Judge Houston, the Chairman, said “no”, 
promptly and forcibly! and said that I had 
introduced the bill and fought for it every  

Diary 23, 1913 
September 26 

26 
step along its road, and that it would be unfair and 
unjust to report the bill under any other name - he 
said there could be no excuse for doing it except 
that I was a member of the minority party & that did 
not appeal to him. He declared emphatically that 
he would not permit a new bill with my work to be 
reported - in short he stood by me fairly & 
vigorously & the whole matter was dropped in 
silence as quickly as he quit talking. 
 
[clipping]  

Wilson Defines Pardon Plea.   
President Wilson declined this afternoon to 

consider the application for pardon in the case of 
J.H. Bullock and C.E. Houston, of Seattle, Wash., 
sentenced to one year’s imprisonment for 
conspiracy to defraud the Government on coal 
contracts. 

The President gave as his reason for declining to 
consider the application that the case is now 
pending in the court of appeals.  The petition for 
pardon was urged on the President by Senators 
Jones, Works, Poindexter, and other members of 
Congress from the Pacific coast, who set forth 
extenuating circumstances as reasons for their 
interest. 

Diary 23, 1913 
September 27 

-27th – 
The Committee on Territories, House met at 11 

 18



Alaska State Library – Historical Collections         Diary of James Wickersham  
MS 107 BOX 4 DIARY 23  June 9, 1913 through Dec. 31, 1913 

o’clock this forenoon & took up the Alaska Railway 
Bill No 1739, introduced by me in the House the 
first day of the Session - as reported by the Sub - 
Com. with some amendments.  Some opposition 
was made to the motion to report it with the 
recommendation that it do pass, by Ferris and 
Davenport, of Oklahoma, but after a long two hours 
consideration - a full reading and one or two 
amendments the motion - made by Brumbaugh of 
Ohio 

Diary 23, 1913 
September 27 

27 
Dem. and seconded by Laugham, of Penn., Rep. 
the motion was carried - 10 votes in favor 3 
opposed and one voting present. 
Those voting in favor were: 
Houston, Tenn.  Democrat 
Watkins, Louisiana  “ 
Tonergau, Conn.     “ 
Watson, Virginia      “ 
Brumbaugh, Ohio    “ 
Guernsey, Maine   Rep.  
Laugham, Penn.      “ 
McGuire, Okla.        “ 
Curry, Cal.               “ 
Falconer, Wash. Progressive. 

5. Democrats. 
4. Republicans 
1. Progressive 

Diary 23, 1913 
September 27 

27 
Those voting in opposition: 
Davenport, Okla.   Dem. 
Ferris,            “           “ 
Johnson, Wash. Rep. 
2 Demos, 1 Republican. 
Hamilton of New York voted no, first but changed 
his vote to “Present” because he said he had not 
heard or read the hearings and knew nothing about 
the matter, but said he favored the bill generally. 
The surprising feature of the vote was that of 
Johnson of Wash.  He has so often and so recently 
declared in favor of the Bill that I could not but  

Diary 23, 1913 
September 27 

27 
wonder what part of the universe the pull came 
from that forced him to vote against his pledges 

and promises!  I judge, however, that the scheme 
which is now being cooked up in Seattle, to kill the 
bill or force Richardson's wagon road amendment 
on - in the shape of a $7,000,000 appropriation & 
put him in a position to be in charge of it, is at the 
bottom of Johnson’s disloyalty.  Still, for the 
present, I am satisfied - my bill is reported!! 

Diary 23, 1913 
September 28 

-28th – 
Judge Houston asked me to meet him in my office 
this (Sunday) morning to talk over the “Report” on 
the Alaska Ry. bill - He asked me to go ahead and 
prepare the Report as I think it ought to be and 
then submit it to him for approval - which I shall 
undertake to do.  I hoped to get started home 
tomorrow evening - but cannot now.. 

Mr. Judd Dewey, of Boston called to see me 
today to talk over Alaska political problems.  

Diary 23, 1913 
September 28-
29 

28 
He expressed just about the same degree of 
confidence in Atty Genl McReynolds that I have - 
he Also called on Senator Gore & talked with him & 
declares his intention of talking to Bryan. 
He think, in view of my fight for the Alaska Ry Bill 
etc, that the Administration ought to give me 
support & declares he intends to work to that end. 

-29th - 
Mr. Judd Dewey wrote a strong letter to Sec. Bryan 
today in my office - and asked me to make 
suggestions and aid him which I did - setting forth 

Diary 23, 1913 
September 29 

29 
the conditions in Alaska and telling him how after it 
was seen that Wilson would be elected, the Big 
Business interests - Guggenheim's especially, 
undertook through Richardson, Cheney & Roden to 
turn the Democratic organization over to 
themselves - or rather to create a Guggenheim 
Democratic organization where none existed 
before.  He promises to follow it up for a day or two 
and help me in an endeavor to head off the 
scheme of forcing Wilson to do the bidding of the 
Guggs in Alaska by permitting them to  

Diary 23, 1913 
September 29-
30 

29 
secure control of the party organization there.  He 
will go and seen Senator Gore & Sec. Bryan. 
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Working hard to get the Report on my Alaska Ry. 
Bill done so that I can go home. 

-Sept. 30th - 
Ohio! Senator Jones got poor weak Senator 
Chamberlain to go to the President again 
yesterday in another effort to pardon Houston and 
Bullock. 
 
[clipping] 

PRESIDENT REFUSES 
TO GRANT TWO PARDONS 

Another unsuccessful attempt was made 
yesterday to get President Wilson to pardon J.H. 
Bullock and C.E. Houston, of Seattle, convicted in 
the lower courts of conspiracy to defraud  the 
Government on coal contracts.  The case is now 
pending in the court of appeals. 

Senators Jones and Chamberlain, who called in 
the interests of the two young men, told the 
President that since the latter's announcement last 
Saturday that he would not consider the application 
pending the outcome of the trial in the higher 
courts, Pardon Attorney Finch, of the Department 
of Justice, has given an opinion to the effect that 
he did not consider the evidence sufficient, upon 
which the two men were indicted. 
The President told the Senators that until the court 
of appeals had passed on the matter, he could not 
consent to interfere. 
 

Diary 23, 1913 
September 30-
October 2 

30 
Finished my first draft of the Report of the House 
Committee on Territories on the Alaska Ry Bill. = 
H.R. 1739, and submitted it to Mr. Houston, 
chairman.  Telegraphed Debbie I would start west 
Thursday or Friday evening. 

Octo 2. 
Finished Report on H.R. 1739 for Com. on Ter. 
yesterday evening & same is printed this morning 
and I am quite pleased with it.  Have my ticket & 
will leave Washington tonight at 645 pm for Seattle. 

Diary 23, 1913 
October 3-4 

Octo. 3 
Slept badly last night. 
Beautiful day & trip across Ohio and Indiana a 

pleasure.  It is the month of color & Nature certainly 
has painted the leaves in all colors - from dull to 
vivid - reds and yellows.  Chicago at 2 o’clock.  
Congressmen Stephens, Cal. Ketner, do. & several 
others on the train. 

-4th - 
Left Chicago last night at 10.pm. on the C. & 
N.W.R. for St Paul.  We reached St Paul this 
forenoon - old Union Depot here  

Diary 23, 1913 
October 4-5 

-4- 
burned last night, but that did not delay us from 
leaving on the regular No 1. N.J. train at 11 o’clock 
for the west. 

Papers today have Assoc. Dispatch saying 
President has appointed John Randolph Tucker, 
Jr. of Va. as Dist. Judge at Nome! 

What do you think of that in view of the pledge in 
the Baltimore Platform that none but bona fide 
residents of Alaska should be appointed to office 
there?? 

-5th - 
- on the Yellowstone - raining & snowing 

Diary 23, 1913 
October 6-7 

-6th- 
Reached Seattle at 9. in the evening & found 
Debbie at the depot waiting for me.  Went to the 
Sorrento Hotel where she is staying. 

-7th – 
This mornings papers have meager details of a 
terrific tidal wave storm at Nome, destroying all the 
buildings on the sandspit & all buildings between 
Front St. and the sea.  Fully one half of all buildings 
destroyed, etc. etc. No lives lost but a million 
dollars damages. 

Diary 23, 1913 
October 8 

-8th – 
Sent telegram to Nome yesterday asking for full 
particulars about the storm - and today have sent 
urgent messages to the President & Sec. 
Treasurer requesting that Revenue Cutters be sent 
to Nome with provisions & orders to bring out 
unfortunates to Juneau or Puget Sound. 
Tonight recd message from Asst. Sec. Treas. 
saying Rev. Cutters would be sent etc.  Many 
telegrams from Nome today asking for an appro, of 
$ 150,000 direct to town etc. impossible! 
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Was invited to talk  
Diary 23, 1913 
October 8 

8 
before the Rotary Club at the regular Wednesday 
luncheon today & did so.  Talked about the Alaska 
Ry. bill - urged the Club to demand of the members 
of Congress from Wash, a united support of the bill 
- and advised the club against sending any 
lobbyists to Wash. - meaning to put a block against 
McPherson - who is going as a lobbyist for 
Richardson.  I will stop him & his like if I can. 

Diary 23, 1913 
October 8 

8 
[clipping]  
{Seattle Sun. Oct. 8} 

WICKERSHAM BACK 
FROM WASHINGTON 

Alaska Delegate predicts That 
Bill for Government Railroad 
in North Will Pass — Means 
Much to Seattle 

After 10 months continuous work at the national 
capital, most of which was devoted to putting 
forward the good points of the bill for the 
construction of railways in Alaska, which was 
introduced by him in the House of Representatives, 
Delegate James Wickersham, delegate to 
Congress from Alaska, is today in Seattle.   

On the day before he left Washington the Senate 
Committee on Territories reported favorably on the 
bill, and it has been set to come before that body 
Dec. 8.  In case it is not disposed of on that date, it 
will come up from that time onward as finished 
business until it either passes or is killed. 

As the committee on territories in the House had 
previously reported favorably on the bill, its 
passage by Congress is almost certain, according 
to Delegate Wickersham, unless it is loaded down 
with useless and impossible amendments by those 
who are against it. 

The bill carries an appropriation of $35,000,000, 
and its passage will mean much to Seattle, as all 
the material and equipment to be used in its 
construction will have to pass through this city. 

Wickersham considers it unlikely that the 
government will utilize the machinery used in the 

building of the Panama Canal for the construction 
of the railway in Alaska, as the intention is to lay a 
standard guage track in the North, whereas the 
track laid in the canal zone is wide guage. 

Leaves President Latitude 
The bill as reported back by the House 

committee with the recommendation that it pass 
provided that the president of the United States be 
empowered to designate a route for a railway in 
Alaska, the only restriction being that it begin at 
some harbor on the southern coast of Alaska and 
connect with the navigable waters of the Yukon in 
the interior, with spurs or feeders connecting with 
some coal fields yielding a coal suitable for use by 
the United States navy. 

For the building of the road the president is given 
the power to name any officer or agent of the 
United States, either civil or military, to aid in its 
power to acquire lands for terminals, docks, 
wharves and all structures for the use of the 
railway. 

Delegate Wickersham will remain on the Coast 
for several weeks, during which he may go to 
Juneau, Alaska.  It is impossible for him to go to 
the interior a this time and return to Washington in 
time to press the Alaskan legislation. 

Diary 23, 1913 
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[clipping] 
{Seattle Times, Oct. 8, 1913.} 

ALASKA RAILROAD BILL 
STANDS GOOD CHANCE 

Delegate Wickersham, Now in 
Seattle, Believes Congress 

Will Pass Appropriation 
Measure at Coming Session, 

{Oct}  {8} 
By J.J. UNDERWOOD. 

“From $35,000,000 to $40,000,000 will be 
appropriated from the government treasury for the 
construction of a railroad in Alaska early in the 
coming session of Congress, provided that the bills 
now before the House and Senate are not loaded 
down with amendments for other appropriations.  
The situation is critical enough as it is, and the 
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addition of requests for other appropriations is 
liable to defeat it.” 

So, declared James Wickersham, Alaska’s 
delegate in Congress, and father of the Alaska 
Railroad bill as reported favorably by the territorial 
committee of the House.  The Northern delegate is 
a guest at the Rainier-Grand Hotel.  Except for 
minor differences the bill is precisely the same as 
that reported favorably by the Senate and placed 
on the calendar for passage on December 8.  The 
Senate bill is being handled by Senator Wesley L. 
Jones of Washington and Senator George E. 
Chamberlain of Oregon. 

“President Wilson and every member of the 
cabinet is strongly in favor of the bill,” said 
Wickersham.  “The President is imbued with an 
earnest desire to make a reputation of doing 
something to bring about the development of the 
territory and in assisting in protecting the Pacific 
Coast in the event of war.  He regards the Alaskan 
railroad as a war measure, and this opinion is 
carried out in the favorable report of the House 
committee.  The administration is pledged to the 
bill; the Progressives included it as a part of their 
program, and so also did the Democrats.   Its 
passage, therefore, is reasonably certain. 

Points Out Danger. 
“The one danger,”  Wickersham added, “is that 

an effort will be made to load down the bill with 
amendments, the greatest menace coming from 
the proposal to ask for an additional appropriation 
of $7,500,000 for the construction of roads.  While 
there can be no question about the necessity of 
these roads, the appropriation should be asked for 
in a separate bill, rather than taking a chance of 
defeating this one.  The bill will meet some 
opposition, anyway.  Senators from the south will 
say it is socialistic in tendency and all that sort of 
thing, and if the road appropriation is included, it 
will be liable to defeat on a point of order, because 
the road appropriation, which should come through 
the war department under which the Alaska roads 
are constructed, did not include it in the book of 
estimates as furnished to Congress by the 

secretary of the treasury. 
“Personally I am in favor of a big appropriation 

for roads, and will do everything in my power to 
assist in obtaining it, but I think the proposed effort 
to tack it onto the railroad bill is an unwise move 
that may result in our losing both. 

Future Looks Bright. 
“As the situation is now, the bill is certain of 

passage unless unexpected opposition develops, 
and I have found that is much easier to defeat a bill 
than to pass one. 

“The appropriation in the House bill was cut 
down to $35,000,000 because that is practically the 
amount asked for by the Alaska Railroad 
commission.  The commission called for 
$37,000,000 at 6 per cent.  It has been learned that 
the money can be obtained at 3 per cent, which will 
more than make up the difference.  This matter, 
however, is easy of adjustment in conference after 
the bills have been passed in the House and 
Senate.  The wish of both House and Senate 
committees is to build the amount of road 
suggested by the Alaska Railroad commission.” 

Wickersham will remain in the West until about 
December 1. 

Diary 23, 1913 
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14 
[clipping] 
{Tacoma Ledger, Oct. 14th, 1913} 

Needs Support 
of This State 

Alaska Railway Bill Friends 
Seek Unity in Washington 

Delegation. 
WICKERSHAM IN CITY 

Congressional Delegate From 
the North Discusses Outlook 

for Legislation Now 
Pending. 

Unity in the ranks of the Washington delegation 
to congress is what the friends and supporters of 
the Alaska railway bill are now seeking, according 
to Judge James Wickersham, Alaskan delegate to 
congress, formerly of Tacoma, who is now in this 
city from the national capital. 
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“The bill has been reported favorably in the 
senate and will come up as a special order of 
business before the senate December 8,” said Mr. 
Wickersham yesterday.  “It has also been reported 
favorably in the house, but has not advanced as far 
as in the Senate; it will come up on call of the 
committees, but I hardly think it will be acted upon 
so soon. 
“Of course we expect opposition to the bill, but we 
are confident it will be successful.  What we want is 
united support from Washington state's members 
in congress.  They seem to have divergent views 
on the subject.  The rest of the Pacific Coast 
delegations are solid for it and the only split seems 
to be in Washington, the state that will be most 
benefited by the passing of such a measure.  We 
want it to go through without a string of 
amendments that would only tend to weaken and 
cripple it.  As it is now, the bill is in good shape.  
Practically all the money would come to 
Washington state, so it would seem the senators 
and representatives from this state should get 
together and support it; they have not so far been 
united, however. 

Diary 23, 1913 
October 14-16 

-14- 
[clipping continued] 

Explain Object of the Bill. 
“The object of the bill is to open up the naval coal 

fields of Alaska so as to have a supply for the 
Pacific fleet, by building a railroad to connect these 
fields with the seaports and to extend into the 
interior and develop the country.  The bill provides 
for the expenditure of $35,000,000 and a 
redemption fund to be supplied from the sale of 
public lands. 

“It authorizes the President to locate all the lines, 
permits him to lease the railroads and puts him in 
supervision of the entire development.  The bill 
provides for identically the same system of 
management as has been followed in constructing 
the Panama canal, which they are now finishing. 

“The necessity of opening up the Alaska coal 
fields is apparent when one considers that it costs 
fully $2,000,000 yearly on freight alone to bring 

coal around to the Pacific fleet.  It costs about $8 a 
ton to bring it around the Horn from Newport News, 
Va., where all the coal used in the navy is 
obtained.  There is not enough available coal on 
the Pacific Coast today to supply any considerable 
fleet for 60 days.  Any coal will not do; it takes a 
particular coal.  The kind used is a high grade 
bituminous coal.  It is taken out of the Virginia coal 
fields and brought around to the Pacific in English 
ships manned by English seamen.  The coal is like 
that we used to get from Wales, but all of it is taken 
now from Virginia.  The coal in Alaska is practically 
the same coal and should be made available for 
the use of the navy.” 
 

-16th - 
We came to Tacoma last Saturday the 11th, but 
went up to Buckley and stayed till Monday evening.  
On Sunday Oct. 12th we took dinner at Jennie's at 
Enumclaw - Mothers 76th Birthday.  Back to 
Tacoma Monday evening. 

Diary 23, 1913 
October 16 

-16- 
Tacoma, Wash. Oct 16th, 1913.  We are at the 
Sands Hotel.  I am at work remodeling & repairing 
our house at 230 South C. St. Tacoma.  Also 
attending the drainage of our land on the Puyallup 
Reservation etc. paying taxes & generally looking 
after our property in Pierce Co. 
Many telegrams about the Nome tidal wave storm. 

Oct. 20th. 
Went over to Seattle and was given an informal 
business dinner by 

Diary 23, 1913 
October 20 

-20- 
the Alaska Bureau of the Seattle Chamber of 
Commerce.  present – Col. W.T. Perkins & Messrs. 
John P. Hartman, Scott Bone, Chas. G. Heifner, 
Lang Solberg, Haight Lechey.  We discussed the 
Alaska Ry Bill & the want of -unity of the Wash. 
Congressmen.  I had just received a telegram from 
Cong Johnson saying he intended to vote for the 
bill, and asking me not to put him in a false light 
etc. & Lechey had a letter from him full of 
explanations.  All in  

Diary 23, 1913 -20- 
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October 20-24 all we laughingly though it best not to say anything 
more - he will vote all right. 

-23rd – 
Working all week on house.  Went over to Seattle 
to meet the “Victoria” - from Nome & the boat from 
S.E., Alaska. 

-24th - 
In Seattle all day - Dozens of people from Nome, 
Fairbanks & other parts in Alaska. 
Henry T. Ray gave me $1500 - from Fairbanks. 

Diary 23, 1913 
October 26 

-26th – 
Went to Buckley yesterday evening and spent 
today with Mother, Charley Hanson & Jennie, 
Charlie Taylor & May & the children came & we 
had a family dinner today. 

Employed John Plant to move the Jolley House - 
clear & otherwise repair my property east of the 
“Pearl” St. in Wick. 1st Add. 
Mother is quite well - called on Uncle Tom & Aunt 
Kate - both are well - but getting old & feeble. 

Diary 23, 1913 
October 27-30 

-27th – 
Inspected new ditch & my land on the Reservation 
today in company with Chas Peterson.  It is a fine 
tract of Land. 

-29th - 
Sent surveyors out to locate corners of my 
reservation land - am working a big force of men in 
repairing etc at #230. C. St. 
Going to Buckley tonight. 

-30th - 
Back from Buckley - Debbie remained till I come 
back on Sunday. 

Diary 23, 1913 
October 30 

[clipping] 
THE SEATTLE 

POST-INTELLIGENCER 
ESTABLISHED 1865. 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 30, 1913. 
Stand Together for Alaska. 

Washington's delegation in congress, the two 
senators and five representatives, upon the 
opening of the regular session in December, 
should unite, for once, and give whole-hearted, 
undivided support to the bills favorably reported to 
the senate and house for the construction of 

government railroad lines from the Alaskan coast 
to the coal fields and interior of the territory. 

The two bills, in purport, if not in detail, contain 
practically the same provisions.  They authorize the 
expenditure of $40,000,000, or a sum thereabout, 
under the direction of the president, for railroad 
building to open up the territory. 

If our two senators and five representatives really 
have the interests of Alaska and the whole of this 
North Pacific coast country at heart, if they are 
progressive and constructive statesmen, and 
responsive to the aroused public sentiment of the 
land which is today in sympathy with this belated 
measure of relief, they will get together and jointly 
push this legislation. 

What is needed is not passive, perfunctory sup-
port, but an active and combined effort that will 
command the attention of congress and enlist the 
activities of all the fair-dealing lawmakers at 
Washington.  The arguments in favor of the 
proposed method of relief are overwhelming and 
will be irresistible, if properly presented.  It is 
incumbent upon these Washington statesmen to 
brush aside and forget personal and political 
differences and conflicting ambitions, for the 
moment, at least, and make common cause in 
behalf of long-neglected Alaska. 

To do effective service they must not only act 
unitedly and pull together determinedly, but it is 
incumbent upon them to enter the regular session 
with full knowledge of Alaska, prepared to present 
its needs and particularly to show the imperative, 
urgent necessity of transportation facilities to insure 
the development of the rich resources of the 
territory. 

The Alaskan measure is in a strategic position, 
holding place on the senate calendar and having 
been made the special order for December 8.  It 
has the support of the administration and the 
outlook for its early passage is bright.  But the 
Washington delegation can easily imperil it, either 
by seeking impossible amendments or by 
lukewarm or negative support.  It is their duty to 
Alaska and the state and to the whole Coast to act 
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unitedly. 
 

Good! Quite right!- 
Diary 23, 1913 
November 1-3 

Nov. 1. 
Spent the day & night at Seattle. Henry T. Ray 
buried Mrs. Ray - who died a year ago at Fairbanks 
- at Seattle.  Henry Roden is here doing politics.  
Busy with force of men working on my house at 
230. C. St. 

Nov. 3rd 
28th Anniversary of the Exodus of the Chinese 
from Tacoma - I was a member of the famous 
“Committee of Fifteen.” 

Diary 23, 1913 
November 6 

-Nov. 6th  
Here they are!! 
 
[clipping] 

HOTEL AND CLUB 
Senator Elwood Bruner, of Nome, a member of 

the first Alaska general assembly, is at the Frye.  
He is the second member of the senatorial 
committee, Senator Henry Roden, of Iditarod, at 
the same hotel, being the other, selected to go to 
Washington, D.C., to arrive in this city.  The other 
members of the committee are Senator H.T. Tripp, 
of Juneau, and Col. B.F. Millard, of Valdez.  This 
committee will meet at the national capital after the 
holidays and will present to the president, the 
senate and congress and the different departments 
of the government the claims of Alaska for real 
national assistance in development work. 

Senator Bruner is one of the best known 
attorneys in the northern part of Alaska.  He will 
spend several weeks in this city and will then go to 
California until after the holidays.  The sole idea of 
the committee is to assist Delegate James 
Wickersham to obtain the kind of legislation that 
Alaska needs most at the next session of 
congress.  In speaking of the work to be taken up 
by the committee, yesterday, Senator Bruner said:  
“We have no set plans upon which we will work.  
That will all be arranged later when we reach 
Washington.  Transportation will be our first and 
main demand.  We want a chance to open up 

Alaska and transportation is the key to the entire 
situation.” 

Senator Bruner was in Nome during the storm 
and places the damage done at $50,000, but says 
that the people are not disheartened and will 
rebuild at once better than ever. 

 
Am in receipt of an invitation to luncheon & dinner 
at the Arctic Club, Seattle, on Saturday - on their 
celebration of Alaska Day. 

Diary 23, 1913 
November 8 

-8th – 
Attended the “Alaska Day” exercises at the Arctic 
Club at Seattle.  Here is a brief statement from the 
P. I. 

ALASKANS AND 
WASHINGTON IN 

LINE FOR NORTH 
Statesmen Gather Here With 

Territory's Representative 
Men and Are in Accord 

for Progress. 
GOV. LISTER PLEDGES 
THIS STATE’S SUPPORT 

Keynote of the Speeches Is for 
 Government Railroad and the 

    Opening of the Coal Fields, and 
            Senator Jones Advises Against Mix- 

                   ing One Project With the Other. 
Diary 23, 1913 
November 8 

8 
[clipping continued] 

Either Bill Satisfactory 
DELEGATE JAMES WICKERSHAM, of Alaska, 
said he had the assurance of President Wilson that 
a railroad would be built in Alaska.  Mr. 
Wickersham added that whichever of the two bills 
now before congress passed either would be 
satisfactory, opening up as they would, the great 
naval coal fields of Matanuska for the furnishing of 
a supply of coal to our navy, which under present 
circumstances could not stay in the Pacific over 
sixty days in case of war. 

The cause of the Northland found unanimous 
support yesterday in the impressive observance of 
Alaska day at the Arctic Club.  Sourdough and 
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citizen, cosmopolite and business man, Tilikums of 
Elttaes and travelers of the Northwest all joined in 
an earnest plea that the United States of America 
take possession of her own, that Alaska be 
delivered to her people, first by the building of the 
new land with a chain of steel under government 
ownership, and then, as rapidly as may be, the 
development of the resources, which, in the 
foretelling, have made the world take notice. 

It is doubtful if ever in its history the Northwest 
has seen such a gathering as that which packed 
the big dining room of the Arctic Club last evening, 
when 280 persons attended a banquet, and 
seventy-five more were unable to find 
accommodation. 

Speakers’ Sentiments Approved. 
The climax of enthusiasm seemed to have been 
reached, and as speaker after speaker, among 
those whose efforts will have much to do with the 
unfolding of the hoped-for program, emphasized 
after his own manner the stirring sentiment which 
has spread itself, beyond the state of Washington, 
to the very halls of national legislation, there rang 
out the note of a superb conviction in a work well 
forward, the advance chord of a hymn of triumph 
which must sound through the land when the 
railroad bill becomes a law, and what every 
speaker considered the greatest step in the history 
of the Northland will have been consummated. 

Diary 23, 1913 
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[clipping continued] 

Brilliant Setting for Diners. 
The Arctic Club presented a brilliant sight.  The 

tables glistened with snow white napery and 
shining silver; every table bore a generous burden 
of chrysanthemums, daisies and ferns, 
appropriately disposed in baskets and tastefully 
arranged vases.  In the center were massed the 
Tilikums, come to give their pledge of co-operation 
to the cause, and from that circle there stretched to 
the very fringes of the big dining room the cohorts 
of citizens come to give their pledge of co-
operation; and at the head table gathered the 
representatives of the people at the city of 

Washington, in attendance to give their solemn 
individual and collective promises of co-operation 
in the work in hand. 

Prominent Men There. 
With President Robert Spargur, at the head table 

were Gov. Lister, Senator Wesley L. Jones, 
Congressman J.A. Falconer, Congressman J.W. 
Bryan, Delegate James Wickersham, Dr. Alfred 
Thompson, Gen. W.L. Distin, William Pigott, Falcon 
Joslin, Territorial Senators Elwood Bruner and 
Henry Roden, John Rosene, E.H. Thomas, Joseph 
Blethen, Clyde Morris, Milo Kelly, John P. Hartman 
and Col. W.T. Perkins. 

Nov. 11th – 
The Seattle P-I is doing its “damdest” to make me 
like Bruner &- Roden et al. as witness the following 
from today's issue - 

Diary 23, 1913 
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11 
[clipping] 
POST-INTELLIGENCER, TUESDAY, 
SEATTLE DAY BY DAY. 

Following the fall custom, Alaskans are gathering 
in Seattle in force.  Due to the territorial 
development problems pressing for solution, and to 
the Nome storm, the numbers of Alaskans here are 
in excess of those who have come out for many 
previous seasons.  Seattle is the point of focus, 
both going and coming, as it has long been, and 
will continue to be.  The community of interest 
between this city and the northern territory is 
mutual and growing.  So many people of this city 
were sourdoughs; so many who are still 
sourdoughs are former Seattle people, that the ties 
are those of blood, of relationship and of friendship. 

Alaska day at the Arctic Club emphasized the 
close-knit relations between Seattle and Alaska.  
The tributes paid each other by the representatives 
of the city and territory were sincere, and the good 
fellowship was most marked at all times.  Alaska’s 
problems are Seattle’s problems in every sense.  
Seattle has as much to gain as Alaska has through 
development of the territory. 

Judge James Wickersham is a sourdough who 
always has an audience.  He has had a varied 
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experience as an Alaskan.  Most of it has been a 
fighting experience. Not that Wickersham is 
pugnacious.  If some one is spoiling for a real 
trimming he can be accommodating.  That is all.  In 
ahncutty days he sued to be the same way here, 
for Judge Wickersham lived many years in the 
midst of turmoil in Tacoma before he went north 
win an unconfirmed appointment in his suitcase.  
He got used to opposition in his Tacoma battles, so 
went to Alaska with a large amount of unconcern 
over the outcome of the promised fight against his 
confirmation.  He had the backing of President 
Roosevelt, and a serial of recess appointments 
finally wore his enemies out. 

Judge Wickersham had pursuits in the old days 
more pleasant than waiting around for some one to 
try to wallop him, and between wallops, you might 
say, he used to lock up his office and steal into the 
tall timber to study the wiles and ways of the squat-
figured aborigine.  In his ethnological pursuits he 
would do such things as take a walk from Neah 
bay across to Ozette and thence along the beach 
of the Pacific ocean to Grays harbor. 
Not much of a walk, did someone say? Try it. 

It is not always possible to be in full accord with 
Judge Wickersham’s views as to what is best for 
Alaska.  And his political judgment can sometimes 
be at fault. For instance, when he invented the 
Guggenheim Bogy he failed to note the dynamite 
concealed in the expression.  It elected him, but at 
the same time put an awful and unexpected crimp 
in Alaska's progress. To question his judgment, 
however, is not to question his sincerity as a friend 
of his chosen territory. He is devoted to the cause 
of Alaska, heart and soul. No one can hear him, or 
note his untrying efforts, in congress and out, in 
behalf of the territory and its people, and doubt his 
devotion. 

Diary 23, 1913 
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[clipping continued] 

One of the real rugged type of Alaska is 
personified in Senator Elwood Bruner, lawyer of 
Nome, and a member of the select little upper 
house of the territorial legislature.  Senator Bruner 

is in Seattle on his way to Washington to aid in the 
passage of needed legislation for the territory.  It is 
a long expensive trip from Nome to Washington 
and return, for the stay embraces the months of the 
northern winter.  Senator Bruner is out and can’t go 
in again until navigation opens next summer.  The 
service is voluntary and without remuneration.  
Few ultraconservationists on government payrolls 
will be able to appreciate the sort of heroic self-
sacrifice to which Alaskans have been put by the 
death-to-development practices of a mistaken 
federal bureau. 

Of course the coal situation was productive of 
anecdote.  Falcon Joslin started it when he related 
that a cargo of coal from Utah had just been landed 
at Katalla.  Mined, shipped, unloaded and 
reloaded, transshipped and lightered, brought from 
beds 3,000 miles distant, with coal in sight of 
Katalla, the instance illustrates the national 
conservation folly.  Mr. Joslin also told of trying to 
use Canadian coal at Fairbanks, and of finding 
wood at $10 per cord cheaper. 

The Nenana coal is in the Tanana and near at 
hand.  It would afford cheap fuel.  Conservation, 
however, is stripping the Tanana country of its 
trees because the coal cannot be touched.  
Senator Bruner is authority for the statement that 
Nome’s winter’s coal supply came all the way from 
Australia.  Maurice Leehey told of buying 800 tons 
of Wyoming coal for a mining company at Sulzer 
for the present winter’s use. 

Conservation should change its name.  It could 
more properly be called lost motion. 

-16th – 
Went to Seattle yesterday & made an address 
before the “University Club” - on the subject of 
Alaska - or rather on the subject 

Diary 23, 1913 
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-16- 
of Alaska books & the future University of Alaska. 
It was a fine dinner - the toastmaster was Mr. 
George Ladd Munn & Mr. L.C. Gilman sat at my 
right.  It was a treat to me & the company seemed 
to enjoy it also.  We talked books - discoveries - 
Russian, English, French & Spanish - Indians & 
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their migrations, etc. 
We had college songs etc. piano - cigars and a 
jolly good time.  

FINE! 
Diary 23, 1913 
November 18 

-18th – 
Tacoma - Recd, long distance telephone call from 
Col. W.J. Perkins this morning asking me to go 
with him, Maurice Leehey & Scott Bone, Ed. P-I. to 
Spokane to aid in bringing pressure on Senator 
Poindexter to force him to support the Alaska Ry. 
bill as reported in the Senate! 
I refused to go & told him that I thought Senator 
Poindexter would vote for the bill O.K.  He then 
suggested that it would be a good idea  
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to have Senators Roden & Bruner go in my place & 
I protested vigorously against such action. I 
denounced them in bold & vigorous English - but 
do not know what he did! 
Getting my house work in shape - it will not be 
done when I leave for the East on Saturday - but I'll 
leave the final arrangements with Architect Bullard. 
Am going to Buckley tomorrow to settle up my 
affairs there. 

Diary 23, 1913 
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-19th – 
Debbie & I went to Seattle - took dinner with 
Charlie Taylor & May, at their new winter lodging - 
33rd Ave & Madison.  Mother is with them & will 
stay there this winter. 

-20th – 
In Tacoma working on the House – 230 So. C. St. 

-21st – 
Made my last trip to Seattle - dinner with Barney 
McGee & “Stroller” White - from Whitehorse.  Saw 
many Alaskans. 
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-22nd – 
Drew checks on the Tacoma Nat. Bank of 
Commerce in payment for all accounts & contracts 
- left with Geo. W. Bullard, architect to pay when 
work is done according to contract.  Paid all bills 
due. 

Also made contract with Wells - at Petersons 
office -to clear south 15 acres of land on 
reservation for $1500. & left check for the money 

with Peterson to be paid when contract is 
completed. 

Diary 23, 1913 
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Nov. 22, continued. 
Debbie & I left at 7. p.m. over the Northern Pac. 

Ry. for New York & Washington in the sleeping car 
“Youcone” - I have left nothing undone at Tacoma 
or Seattle - 
Saw Geo. Vautier, from Ft. Gibbon today & had 
settlement do not owe a cent to any one - except 
as shown by checks drawn to pay same. 

Am pleased at way I have got my C. St. house & 
land improved. 

Diary 23, 1913 
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Sunday 23rd. 
Spokane to Butte. 

-24- 
Montana & Dakota. 

-25- 
St. Paul-Chicago via Northwestern – Milwaukee. 

-26th – 
Ohio and Pennsylvania over the Penn. Ry.  
Reached Pittsburg at 6pm 

-27th - 
Reached New York this morning at 7 o’clock, and 
went to the McAlpine Hotel. Letter from Darrell & 
sent him a telegram advising him of our arrival. 
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When we boarded the Penn's sleeping car at 
Chicago I was surprised to find Ernest Peterson & 
— Johnson, two miners from Fairbanks on board.  
They came to New York with us - they will sail in a 
day or two on a visit to their old homes in Sweden.  
Peterson told me this morning that he first came 
into New York - through Ellis Is. immigrant station - 
13 years ago - that he was then a half grown young 
man & could not speak a word of English - had no 
money - he goes back home now quite a wealthy 
man - a successful miner - all from Alaska. 

Diary 23, 1913 
November 27-28 

27 
Walked all over the East side from 22nd to 42nd 
Streets this forenoon.  It is Thanksgiving Day & the 
town seems quiet as Sunday. 
We are going to the Hippodrome tonight to see 
“America.” 

-28th – 
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Hippodrome last night was “great.” 
Called at the N.Y. Public Library Bldg. & called on 
Mr. Eames, asst. Librarian who is working up a set 
of the publications of the Lapwai Mission Press - 
1839-1845.  He has an incomplete copy of the “St 
Mathew” & photostat copies of the three or four 
other books  

Diary 23, 1913 
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28 
- the Nez Perce “First book” etc. which he says I 
can buy - as soon as they can photo them for me.  
I told them about my “Matthew” - which thinks is, 
probably, the only complete copy in existence.  He 
tells me that the Library has a photostat copy of the 
three books in Oberlin College - which were placed 
there by Dr Marcus Whitman when he came East 
on his famous trip in the 40's. 

Debbie & I had Mr. & Mrs. Richmond of 
Fairbanks to dinner with us tonight & we went to 
the theater with them to see “The Seven Keys to 
Baldpate” - which we greatly enjoyed. 
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-29th – 
The football game today between the West Point 
and Annapolis teams - the Army & Navy!  Dolph 
McClaine (our “C” St. boy) took lunch with us & 
went to the game - Darrell got here at noon & we 
had a fine visit with the boys.  

The Army won - 22 to 9!   
Howard Rolston, my recent appointment to West 
Point came to dinner with us - he is about to fail on 
his physical examination on account of deafness in 
one ear. 

I called at 156-Fifth Ave. 
Diary 23, 1913 
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- the Presbyterian Bldg. & visited for an hour with 
Dr. S. Hall Young. - of Fairbanks etc. Alaska 
Missionary. 

We leave in the morning for Washington.  Darrell 
went back to Philadelphia Navy Yard tonight - 
Dolph McClaine back to Cornell. 

 
[ticket to the football game enclosed] 
 

Diary 23, 1913 
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-Sunday Nov. 30th – 
Arrived in Washington & took rooms at Congress 

December 1 Hall Hotel for the winter.  Everything in office O.K. 
Monday Dec. 1st - 

On Wednesday, Nov. 26th, Judge Houston, 
Chairman of the Com. on Ter. reported my Alaska 
Railroad bill, and filed the report which I originally 
prepared, but which he amended. 
 
[clipping] 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC BILLS 
AND  

RESOLUTIONS. 
Under clause 3 of Rule XIII, 
Mr. HOUSTON, from the Committee on 

Territories, to which was referred the bill (H.R. 
1739) to authorize the President of the United 
States to locate, construct, and operate a railroad 
or railroads in the Territory of Alaska, and for other 
purposes, reported the same with an amendment, 
accompanied by a report (No. 92), which said bill 
and report were referred to the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union. 

 
GOOD - BETTER – BEST! 
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-Dec. 2nd – 
Before the joint convention of both Houses of 
Congress, today President Wilson read his 
message & I am delighted that he so strongly 
approved the Alaska Railway project -as the first bit 
of necessary legislation for the Territory. 
His Alaska mention follows: 
 
[clipping] 
ALASKA'S DOOR MUST BE UNLOCKED. 

A duty faces us with regard to Alaska which 
seems to be very pressing and very imperative; 
perhaps I should say a double duty for it concerns 
both the political and the material development of 
the territory.  The people of Alaska should be given 
the full territorial form of government, and Alaska, 
as a storehouse, should be unlocked.  One key to it 
is a system of railways.  These the Government 
should itself build and administer, and the ports 
and terminals it should itself control in the interest 
of all who wish to use them for the service and 
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development of the country and its people. 
But the construction of railways is only the first step 
is only thrusting in the key to the storehouse and 
throwing back the lock and opening the door.  How 
the tempting resources of the country are to be 
exploited is another matter, to which I shall take the 
liberty of from time to time calling your attention, for 
it is a policy which must be worked out by well-
considered stages, not upon theory, but upon lines 
of practical expediency.  It is part of our general 
problem of conservation.  We have a freer hand in 
working out the problem in Alaska than in the 
States of the Union; and yet the principle and 
object are the same wherever we touch it.  We 
must use the resources of the country, not lock 
them up.  There need be  

Diary 23, 1913 
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[clipping continued] 
no conflict or jealousy as between State and 
Federal authorities, for there can be no essential 
difference of purpose between them.  The 
resources in question must be used, but not 
destroyed or wasted; used but not monopolized 
upon any narrow idea of individual rights against 
the abiding interests of communities.  That a policy 
can be worked out by conference and concession 
which we'll release these resources and yet not 
jeopardize or dissipate them, I for one have no 
doubt; and it can be done on lines of regulation 
which need be no less acceptable to the people 
and governments of the States concerned than to 
the people and Government of the Nation at large, 
whose heritage these resources are.  We must 
bend our counsels to this end.  A common purpose 
ought to make agreement easy. 

Three or four matters of special importance and 
significance I beg that you will permit me to 
mention in closing. 

 
So the President might know that this message 
met with my approval and that he could count on 
me to assist him in carrying out the policy outlined I 
wrote him a letter today as follows - and sent it to 
the White House by Jeffery’s 
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Washington Dec. 2, 1913. 

The President 
White House 

Sir: For the people of Alaska I wish you to know 
how deeply we appreciate your cheering message 
of today on Alaskan matters.  We have struggled 
for eight years against a policy of non-action and 
restriction of development in that territory, and now 
that one of action and development is inaugurated 
we pledge our active and earnest support to it in 
the spirit of conference and concession suggested 
in your message. We thank you for opening the 
door of opportunity and prosperity to us and Alaska 
Territory.  
Respectfully, James Wickersham 

Delegate from Alaska. 
 

Diary 23, 1913 
December 3 

Dec. 3rd. 
I introduced a bill today to aid the poor and small 
bankrupt railroads in Alaska which are weighted 
down by the tax of $100. per mile - the bill provides 
instead of the flat tax one on their net incomes - 
Joslin is here & is greatly distressed because his 
road must go into the hands of a receiver unless 
some such relief is given & the roads at Nome, 
Safety and Seward are all in the same situation. 
Volney Richmond & wife, Ex Gov. John G. Brady, 
Sam Bonnifield & other Alaskans called. 

Diary 23, 1913 
December 4-5 

Dec. 4th 
[clipping] 

By Mr. WICKERSHAM: A bill (H.R. 9770) to levy 
and collect an income tax on railroads in Alaska 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on the 
Territories. 

-5- 
Barney McGee, from Whitehorse, is here & called. 
Dick Ryan and his bunch are here - getting ready - 
I suppose -to fight the Ry. bill. 
Minority Leader (Rep) Mann has submitted some 
few minor amendments which he wished made to 
the Ry. bill. Most of them are merely minor 
corrections & l do not object to them. 

Diary 23, 1913 5 
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December 5 Have just received the following letter from the 
President in answer to mine of the 2nd: 
 
“THE WHITE HOUSE, WASHINGTON.” 

December 3rd, 1913. 
My dear Mr. Wickersham: 

Allow me to thank you very heartily for your kind 
letter of December 2nd.  Your generous words of 
approval are most gratifying to me  

Cordially and sincerely yours,  
Woodrow Wilson. 

Hon James Wickersham 
House of Representatives. 

Diary 23, 1913 
December 8 

-8th – 
The Alaska Railroad Bill is the special order in the 
Senate at 2 o’clock today - Senator Chamberlain 
called up the Alaska Ry. Bill in the Senate & there 
was much discussion as to its parliamentary status 
- finally it was decided by the Vice President that it 
was entitled to be considered as the unfinished 
business, but to follow the Currency Bill! 
That gives it the right of way after the Currency Bill 
but postpones its consideration probably till after 
the holidays. 
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-10th – 
We got the Alaska Ry. bill in the House in a Safe 
Place today 
 
[clipping] 

RAILROADS IN ALASKA. 
Mr. HOUSTON (when the Committee on the 

Territories was called).  Mr. Speaker, I am directed 
by the Committee on the Territories to call up the 
bill (H.R. 1739) to authorize the President of the 
United States to locate, construct, and operate 
railroads in the Territory of Alaska, and for other 
purposes.  This is a bill on the Union Calendar. 

Mr. DAVENPORT.  Mr. Speaker, before the 
House resolves itself into the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union for  the 
consideration of this bill, I desire to state that there 
is an understanding between the gentleman from 
Tennessee [Mr. HOUSTON] and myself, inasmuch 
as I  am opposed to the bill, that there would be no 

agreement reached to-night as to time for debate, 
but that when the bill comes up on next 
Wednesday we would then make an agreement as 
to time to be consumed in the discussion of the bill. 

The SPEAKER.  The house will automatically 
resolve itself into the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union for the 
consideration of this bill, and the gentleman from 
Mississippi [Mr. HARRISON] will take the chair. 

Accordingly the House resolved itself into the 
Committee of the Whole House on the state of the 
Union for the consideration of the bill H.R. 1739, 
with Mr. HARRISON in the chair. 

Mr. HOUSTON.  Mr. Chairman, I ask unanimous 
consent that the first reading of the bill be 
dispensed with. 

The CHAIRMAN.  The gentleman from 
Tennessee asks unanimous consent that the first 
reading of the bill be dispensed with.  Is there 
objection? 

Mr. MURDOCK.  Mr. Chairman, reserving the 
right to object, will this keep the copy of the bill out 
of the RECORD? 

Mr. MANN.  It will not be printed in the RECORD 
unless it is read or ordered in. 

Mr. MURDOCK.  It seems to me that a bill of this 
importance and novel character ought to be put in 
the RECORD. 

Mr. MANN.  I suggest that the gentleman from 
Tennessee ask unanimous consent to dispense 
with the first reading of it and that it be printed in 
the RECORD as though read. 

Mr. HOUSTON.  Mr. Chairman, I ask unanimous 
consent to dispense with the first reading of the bill, 
and that the bill be printed in the RECORD. 

Mr. GARRETT of Tennessee.  You do not want 
the entire bill? 

Mr. HOUSTON.  The bill as reported from the 
committee. 

Mr. GARRETT of Tennessee.  The bill technically 
includes all. 

The CHAIRMAN.  The gentleman from 
Tennessee [Mr. HOUSTON] asks unanimous 
consent that the first reading of the bill be 
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dispensed with and that the bill as amended by the 
committee be printed in the RECORD. 

Mr. MANN.  That the committee substitute be 
printed in the RECORD. 

The CHAIRMAN.  That the committee substitute 
be printed in the RECORD.  Is there objection? 
[After a pause.]  The Chair hears none. 

The committee substitute is as follows: 
Mr. HOUSTON.  Mr. Chairman, I merely called 

up this bill to get the bill under headway, and I now 
move that the committee rise. 

The motion was agreed to. 
Accordingly the committee rose; and the Speaker 

having resumed the chair, Mr. HARRISON, 
Chairman of the committee of the Whole House on 
the state of the Union, reported that that committee 
had had under consideration the bill H.R. 1739 and 
had directed him to report that it had come to no 
resolution thereon. 
 
This gives us the right of way next Wednesday at 
12. m. and thereafter on each succeeding 
Wednesday until the bill is finally acted on.  We 
may be able to pass it next Wednesday - it now 
looks very favorable - and we may thus be able to 
pass it before the Senate does! in which case it will 
be my bill!  Many members ask for time to speak in 
favor of it! 

Diary 23, 1913 
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[card enclosed] 

December 9, 1913  
My Dear Sir: 

The Alaska Railroad Bill, H.R. 1739 (Rept. No. 
92) is on “Calendar Wednesday” calendar for 
tomorrow for final action in the House.  Please be 
present and assist in its passage in aid of the 
development of Alaska. 

Respectfully,  
James Wickersham 

Delegate from Alaska. 
Diary 23, 1913 
December 17 

-17th . 
Worked all week on getting ready for “Calendar 
Wednesday” & Alaska Railroad Bill. 
Bill had right of way today Judge Houston 

presented the case for the Bill & then followed 
Fordney, of Mich, against then Lenroot of Ws. for 
and Davenport of Okla. against it. 
It goes over now until next Calendar Wednesday - 
at which time I am to speak. 
I am greatly surprised at the force and vigor of the 
opposition - but am hopeful of success. 

Diary 23, 1913 
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-19- 
I am more surprised and really afraid of the 
opposition massing against our Alaska Railroad 
Bill.  The Democrats say that they fear the effect of 
making such large appropriations at this time. 

Dr. S. Hall Young has been visiting me - goes 
home today. 

-23rd – 
The Currency Bill has been holding the attention of 
both Houses of Congress until it passed late this 
afternoon is signed by the President - Congress 
Adj till Jany 12th. 
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23 
Recd, letter from Senator Bruner of Nome - 
member of first Alaska Senate - who has invited 
himself to Washington to annoy me & to assist 
Richardson etc.  Who is paying the old grafters 
expenses?  Richardson or the Fish Trust? I do not 
intend to be bothered by him & will invite him to 
wait at his hotel until I send for him - which will 
never be. 

-25th – 
Christmas Day - rainy.  Dinner at a big jolly 
common table in Congress Hall Hotel tonight.  
Working on my speech on Ry. Bill. 

Diary 23, 1913 
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-27th – 
George E. Baldwin, Valdes and John E. Ballaine of 
Seward (seattle) both here.  The lobbyists are 
gathering. 

-30th – 
McPherson of the Alaska Bureau of the Seattle 
Chamber of Commerce is en route expected here 
immediately with his picture show, etc. of Alaskan 
views to aid in educating Congress on Alaska - 
they need it. 

-31st – 
McPherson here tonight. 
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 [cover] 
Date Book 

For 
1914 

 [inside front cover] 
CALENDAR FOR 1914. 

 [first page] 
James Wickersham 
 Washington, D.C. 

Date Book 
For 

1914 
Dan Kennedy, Printer 
Hill – job plant on 2nd St. 
Alaska Papers 
Dan Kennedy. 
Juneau Papers:    Eds. 
1.  Alaska Free Press,    Howard {Early 80’s} 
2.  Alaska Mining Record Falkners [Fab Myers?] 
3.  Alaska Searchlight   E.O. Sylvester 
4.  Alaska Miner    W.A. Reddoe [?] 
5.  Douglas Miner   Hill & Neidham 
6.  Sunday Sun Weekly  
7.  Dispatch    Russell 
8.  Record Miner   O’Brian [?] 
9.  Empire 
10.Sunday Post 

 [next page] 
[card inserted] 
  December 9, 1913 
My Dear Sir: 

The Alaska Railroad Bill, H.R. 1739 (Rept. No. 
92) is on “Calendar Wednesday” calendar for 
tomorrow for final action in the House.  Please be 
present and assist in its passage in aid of the 
development of Alaska. 

Respectfully, 
James Wickersham, 

Delegate from Alaska. 
Diary 24 1914 
January 1 

1914 Thursday 1, Jan. 
Am busy at work preparing my speech on the 
Alaska Ry. bill which will come up in the House on 
Calendar Wednesday Jany 14th.  The real trouble I 
am having with my speech is to keep it within due 

limits for it is too early to say too much.  The 
opposition is active and spiteful and the “lobby” 
against us is swollen in members - but we are 
going to win. 

McPherson, the Sec of the Seattle Chamber of 
Com. arrived last night with his moving pictures 
etc. to boost.  Gave “Casey” Moran $5.00 this a.m. 
- somebody else (Casey says 5 of 'em) gave him 
an awful black eye yesterday. Theater tonight to 
see Dare [Oare ?] 

Diary 24 1914 
January 2 

Working in the office in the preparation of my 
railroad speech. Mr. Hugh Morrison in talking about 
Alaska bibliography , books, etc. 
Dictating to Jeffery. 

Diary 24 1914 
January 3 

Dictated to Jeffery on Alaska Ry. Speech; went to 
Theater. 
McPherson tells me that Mr. Seth Mann, who went 
to Alaska last summer for the President is in town - 
& invited me to have lunch with him on Monday at 
the New Willard. 

Diary 24 1914 
January 4 

Worked in office all day except spent an hour with 
McPherson over at his rooms in Senate Office 
Bldg. where he has Seattle Cham, of Commerce 
display of pictures etc. on Alaska. 

Diary 24 1914 
January 5 

Working with Stenographer on Speech. 

Diary 24 1914 
January 6 

Still on that Speech. 

Diary 24 1914 
January 7 

Mrs. W- assisted Mrs. Franklin K. Lane, Sec. of 
Interior's wife at her reception today. 
Still on that speech. 

Diary 24 1914 
January 8 

McPherson showed me a telegram this evening 
from Maurice D. Leahey saying that John J. 
Ballaine had sold Seward lots etc, to Rep. Falconer 
of Wash. I it seems as if it is being used to show 
that influence is [undue] being used by Ballaine - 
The fellow is dangerous - his personal interests at 
Seward are such that he cannot keep still & has 
bad judgment - or rather none - on account of his 
anxiety. 

Diary 24 1914 
January 9 

Working on my Ry. speech. 

Diary 24 1914 
January 11 

Chas. G. Heifner & Leahey are here at work on the 
Alaska Ry. work in opposition to the Gugg. lobby 
which is opposing it. 
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Diary 24 1914 
January 12 

A very bitter & determined war is being waged 
against the Alaska Ry. Bill - Lobbyists are thick as 
flees around a molasses barrel - among them, 
“Dick to Dick” Ryan. 
Elliot – Atty. for White Pass 
Col Richardson etc. 

but on our side,  
Joslin, |  
Ballaine,  | 
Heifner, |         Seattle  
McPherson | 
McKenzie is here as usual but rather down & out 

Blackman, of Seattle, is not mixing much in the 
fight. 

Diary 24 1914 
January 13 

The Presidents Diplomatic Reception tonight.  We 
have cards but will not go - I am so interested in 
preparing my Ry. Speech that I am not able to take 
the time. 
 
[cartoon] 
Seattle Post Intelligencer. 

RAILROADS THE KEY TO ALASKA 
This cartoon graphically symbolizes the importance 
of transportation to the opening up and wise  

development of Alaska along the lines of true  
conservation.  And because the railways are the  
key to this vast storehouse of natural resources it 
is imperative that they be owned and  
operated by Uncle Sam. 

Diary 24 1914 
January 14 

Made my Speech on the Alaska Railway Bill today. 
It was truly a great physical effort - whatever it may 
have been intellectually, - for I talked for 5 1/2 
hours. 
I received many compliments & members assured 
me they would vote for the Bill - who had intended 
to vote against it.  I called to Judge Houston after 2 
hours & asked if I could not quit - he said “no, go 
on till the audience want you to quit - & he kept me 
going for 5 1/2 hours & seemed very much 
pleased. 

Diary 24 1914 
January 15 

I corrected proof on my speech last night and the 
whole is printed in the Record this morning - 
Record of January 14, 1914. 
My voice lasted fine - did not weaken the whole 

day -but I am sore & worn out today.  Zeke Cauler 
of Miss, asked me how I felt this morning & I told 
him Like a woman who has had a baby - very 
proud but damned sore! 

Diary 24 1914 
January 16 

[clipping] 
Those who have read of the vale of Cashmere 

should turn to Congressman Wickersham on 
Alaska for something really sparkles. 

 
While this is intended to be both facetious & 
sarcastic I am taking it as a compliment. At least I 
did not fail to come up to the high water mark.  
Dinner today with Joslin, Leahey, Bishop Row & 
McPherson at the Raleigh Hotel. 
“Senators” (?) Bruner & Freiding called - but I was 
at work & declined to see them. 
Introduced Bill today to cure the defect in the acts 
of the Legislature of Alaska providing Revenue etc. 

Diary 24 1914 
January 17 

I am greatly pleased at the effect my speech had in 
the House.  I am stopped where ever I go among 
members and am congratulated with the frequent 
assurance that the speech turned the judgment of 
the assured toward the bill. 
Often I am told, “I really intended to vote against 
your bill, but now I shall vote for it.  Mr. Hughes of 
Georgia said to me today - in his fine Georgia 
brogue, 
“Permit me, sir, to congratulate on your speech on 
Wednesday.  It was the best speech you will ever 
deliver, and, Sir, if you will pardon me for saying it 
it was the best speech I have ever- heard in the 
House, sir.” etc. 
I am very much pleased over it - and really believe 
it has had a good influence. 

Diary 24 1914 
January 18 

[clipping]  
GRAYS HARBOR WASHINGTONIAN 
JUDGE WICKERSHAM'S TRIUMPH   

The people of the territory of Alaska are to be 
congratulated upon having as their representative 
in congress a man so thoroughly equipped as 
Judge Wickersham. The state of Washington, to 
which the development of the potentialities [of] 
Alaska means to much is also subject to 
congratulation that a man of Judge Wickersham’s 
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knowledge, character and ability, stands in the 
halls of congress to champion the cause of its 
neighbor to the north. 

On January 14, the house in committee of the 
whole, took up for discussion the bill to authorize 
the president to locate, construct and operate 
railroads in Alaska.  Judge Wickersham was the 
first speaker in advocacy of the bill and held the 
floor for almost six hours, his effort being closely 
followed by an attendance of the membership 
larger than has greeted any speaker since the 
beginning of the extra session, and listened to with 
close attention by packed galleries. 
There was not a dull moment during the delivery of 
the speech. The Congressional Record shows that 
Mr. Wickersham was allowed to deliver mighty few 
sentences of his argument without having to reply 
to some question hurled at him by opponents of the 
bill, who believe Alaska is a land of perpetual ice 
where the unfortunate inhabitants subsist upon 
whale blubber and real [seal] oil. 

Judge Wickersham not only answered all 
questions satisfactorily and most convincingly 
placed before his colleagues the facts regarding 
the climate, fertility, mineral wealth and other vast 
natural resources of Alaska, but he also showed 
the pernicious part played by the Guggenheim-
Morgan syndicate in exploiting Alaska for its private 
benefit and so throttling and thwarting the efforts of 
all others as to give the syndicate a virtual 
monopoly of that veritable storehouse of treasure 
of the North. 

The questions fired at the judge were from every 
conceivable angle and were barbed with 
unmistakable hostility.  They had been carefully 
and, ingeniously prepared, but if any of the 
proponents succeeded in getting the better of the 
speaker or failed to receive a convincing and 
accurate answer, the record does not disclose it, 
nor does it indicate that the judge have the most 
scars at the conclusion of his verbal encounter with 
the myriad enemies of Alaska.  If any doubt existed 
as to the adoption of the bill by the house that 
doubt was removed by the masterly argument of 

Judge Wickersham. 
The bugaboo of government ownership is being 

used in the senate to defeat the bill.  Poor old John 
Sharp Williams of Mississippi, and other Southern 
warriors who are suspicious of the government and 
opposed to any extension of its powers, are 
mightily perturbed at the idea of the government 
building a railroad or anything else in the North.  Of 
course, it was different with the Panama rail-road 
and canal.  Those activities are calculated to do the 
South a vast amount of good, and the building of 
them by the government is highly approved in that 
quarter.  Nothing was heard of the dangers of 
government ownership when the Panama works 
were under discussion. But the danger is quite 
imminent when something is proposed which 
means the salvation of Alaska and is a great 
benefit to the Northwest states. 

However, Senator Jones and other able men will 
handle the Alaska railroad bill in the senate and 
there remains little doubt of its enactment into law. 

Diary 24 1914 
January 19 

Had illustrated talk in the Social Hall of Congress 
Hall Hotel tonight - I presided; McPherson 
explained pictures & Bishop Rowe, Episcopal 
Bishop of Alaska made an address. 

Diary 24 1914 
January 20 

President Wilson read his trust curbing message to 
Congress today - 
& afterward he went over and visited the Alaska 
exhibit & pictures in the Senate office Bldg. – 
McPherson’s 

Diary 24 1914 
January 21 

Have just had a talk with Secretary of the Interior 
Franklin K. Lane about Richardson’s activities.  He 
denounces him and says he ought to be sent out of 
Alaska. 

I also talked with him about Wilson’s Alaska 
policy - told him I intended to support it and that I 
wished to be consulted in the preparation of bills, 
etc.  He promised. 
Also pointed out the danger of an Alliance with the 
Guggenheim interests & nomination of Roden etc.  
Altogether I had a satisfactory talk & he seemed to 
be much pleased at my statements.  If I can get 
Richardson sent out of the Territory & head off the 
Gugg-Roden political scheme it will be worth 
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something. 
Diary 24 1914 
January 22 

The Senate had the Alaska bill before it all day - it 
was not finished & goes over until tomorrow when 
the vote will be taken - it now seems certain of 
passage. 
Things look better today than they did yesterday. 
Ferris of Oklahoma who is captain of the opposition 
in the House concedes the bill will pass Congress - 
says, though that he had to make the fight etc.  He 
is looking for a soft spot.  President Wilson gives 
out newspaper “hope that it will pass”. 

Diary 24 1914 
January 23 

Go to New York today 10. a.m. 
Arrived at New York at 3 p.m. & went to the New 
York Public Library to call on Mr. Wilberforce 
Eames, Asst. Lib. who is greatly interested in 
Pacific Coast books, etc. 
I took my copy of “St Matthew” - a copy - complete 
and perfect - printed in 1845 on the old Mission 
press at Lapwai, on the Clearwater, to show him.  
He has photostat or photographic copies of the 
other books from that press, and I am to have 
copies.  Loaned him my “Matthew” to photo, some 
leaves to complete his - I have the only complete 
copy known. 
Address delivered at the Peoples Institute-old 
Cooper Union - at 8 o’clock; subject “Alaska 
Railroads”.  Big crowd, and my address well 
received. 

Diary 24 1914 
January 24 

Came back from New York this morning - reached 
Capitol 
at 2 p.m.  Alaska Railway Bill amendments before 
the Senate 
- Bill finally passed the Senate about 6 o’clock this 
evening: 
Vote, FAVOR OF BILL- 46 
Against bill 16 
Senate Majority         30 
The “tried & true friend of Alaska” - Senator Nelson 
of Minn, voted against us as he did in the case of 
the Home Rule Bill. 
Well that much of the Battle is won - now for the 
House! Sent telegrams to Juneau, Valdes, Seward, 
Fairbanks, Eagle, Circle, Tanana, Iditarod, and 
Nome announcing the vote! 

Diary 24 1914 
January 25 

Telegrams from Fairbanks: 
 Fairbanks, Alaska 
  Jany, 24, 1914 
Hon. James Wickersham, 
Washington, D.C. 
Congratulations from your friends.  Stay with it. 

McPhee & the bunch. 
- also – 

Fairbanks, Alaska Jany 24 
James Wickersham 
Delegate from Alaska 
 Washington, D.C. 

Congratulations from pioneers Alaska.  Fairbanks 
jubilant.  Gala attire, Toot-toot. 
M. F. Hall, Sec.  Henry T. Ray., Pres. 
 
Am delighted that my friends are delighted! 
Recd, copy of Reso. adapted at N.Y. favoring the 
Alaska Ry. Bill re. my People’s Institute speech. 
 
[clipping] 

How the Vote Stands. 
The complete vote on the final passage of the bill 

was as follows: 
Ayes – Ashurst, Bryan, Chamberlain, Chilton, 

Gore, Hitchcock, Hollis, James, Johnson, Kern, 
Lane, Lea, Martine, Myers, Newlands, Pittman, 
Pomerene, Randsell, Reed, Robinson, Saulsbury, 
Shaftoth, Sheppard, Simmons, Smith (Arizona), 
Smith (Maryland), Stone, Thompson, Vardaman, 
and Walsh, Democrats; Borah, Brady, Bristow, 
Colt, Cummins, Fall, Gronna, Jones, Kenyon, 
McBane, Norris, Perkins, Smoot, Sterling, and 
Works, Republicans; Poindexter, Progressive.  
Total 46. 

Noes – Bacon, Shields, Smith (Georgia), and 
Williams, Democrats; Bradley, Clark (Wyoming), 
Dillingham, Gallinger, Lodge, McCumber, Nelson, 
Root, Smith (Michigan), Stephenson, Sutherland, 
and Weeks, Republicans. Total 16. 

A similar bill is pending in the House. 
“This is the greatest encouragement the West 

has received in many years,” said Secretary Lane 
last night when informed that the Senate had 
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passed the Alaska bill. 
Transportation of Panama Canal machinery form 

the Canal Zone to Alaska to aid the development of 
that country was urged in a petition from the 
Central Labor Union, of Farmington, Mass., 
presented by Senator Weeks. 

Seattle Celebrates Wildly 
Seattle, Wash. Jan. 24. - As soon as news of the 

passage today of -he Alaskan railway bill by the 
senate was received in Seattle, bombs were 
thrown into the air and a band and wagons bearing 
banners paraded through the business streets.  
The banners announced that the Senate had 
passed the bill, and that a great celebration was 
being prepared to take place after President Wilson 
had signed the bill. 

Alaska also is preparing a celebration as never 
was known there. 

Diary 24 1914 
January 26 

[clipping] 
THE ALASKA RAILROAD. 

Something has at least been accomplished, or is 
very near accomplishment for Alaska.  The 
stepdaughter of the United States has gone without 
recognition for a long time - for so long a time that 
the country was beginning to wonder why the 
government ever purchased the rich territory. 
Now, however, the Senate has passed the bill 
directing the President to purchase or construct 
1,000 miles of railroad in Alaska at a cost not to 
exceed $40,000.000. The bill provides for a 
redemption fund into which shall be paid 75 per 
cent of all moneys derived from the sale of public 
lands in Alaska or of the coal or mineral contents 
thereof. 

One swallow does not make a summer, nor will 
one railroad make Alaska.  In fact, the action of the 
Senate in passing the bill, while celebrated with 
torchlight processions in Seattle and in Alaska, is 
merely the first definite step toward the long-
desired end.  The House must yet pass the bill, 
and it is devoutly hoped that the lower Branch will 
take action as speedily as possible. A single 
railroad running from tidewater to the interior of 
Alaska will not turn the treasures of that Territory 

into the lap of the United States without further 
effort.  There will not be much business for the 
railroad unless a definite policy of encouragement 
is adopted in Alaska all along the line. 

We have tried in Alaska a policy entirely different 
from the one under which the great Northwest was 
built up-and it has not been successful.  The policy 
of exclusion and discouragement has never 
worked in any deserted territory.  The man who 
invests his money in Alaska will have to wait a long 
time before he can expect any returns.  He is 
entitled, therefore, to bigger profits than he should 
get from a safer and quicker investment. 

The passage of the Alaskan bill is the first step in 
the development of Alaska, and the House should 
complete the step without unnecessary delay. 
 
{Washington Post} 
 

Diary 24 1914 
January 27 

Have ordered 10,000 copies of my speech to which 
I shall add a short one tomorrow to show the letter 
of the seven senators who betrayed us & wrote a 
letter denouncing the railroad bill - to Secretary 
Lane. 
 
[clipping] 
GOVERNMENT OR GUGGENHEIMS? 
To the Editor of The American: {Jan 26. 1914} 

Sir - The Alaska problem is easily presented for 
discussion, for it is a question of the Government 
or Guggenheim - which?  Shall the territory be 
controlled by its constitutional trustee or the trusts?  
Shall it be owned by the people or by monopoly?  
Shall its resources be opened to acquisition and 
sue by the pioneer prospector and homesick or 
unfairly monopolized by one great syndicate?  
Shall the Government or the Guggenheims control 
the destiny of Alaska and its people - which? 

JAMES WICKERSHAM, 
Delegate from Alaska 

Washington, D.C. { Jan 26. 1914.} 
Diary 24 1914 
January 28 

Another Alaska field day in the House – “Calendar 
Wednesday” & the “Alaska Railway Bill” - brought 
out an afternoons oratory. 
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We had the greatest number of speakers - but they 
did their share of talking. 

Diary 24 1914 
January 29 

Our Com. on Ter. at work on remodeling the 
Senate bill - it seems to be the intent to make out 
House bill as nearly perfect and as near agreement 
with the Senate Bill as possible & then to strike out 
the Senate bill & insert ours & attempt to pass our 
bill under the Senate title etc. 
Had dinner tonight with Heifner, Joslyn, Parry, 
McKenzie, Senator Pittman, Piggott, etc. 
It was a good dinner as I ever assisted in drinking. 
We had the gentlemen’s dining room at 
“LoseKamps” on F. St. 

Diary 24 1914 
January 30 

With Judge Houston & Judge Watson, both of the 
House Com. on Territories, called on Secretary 
Lane and consulted about the Alaska Railway bill.  
He is enthusiastic - too much so I think.  He said 
the bill would pass by a big majority - but I warned 
him there was danger. 

Spent the whole day & this evening in Committee 
in amending & preparing the House Bill - to insert 
in place of the Senate Bill. 
Our friends this afternoon are beginning to fear 
defeat. I think the bill will pass. 

Diary 24 1914 
January 31 

Chairman Houston has been working for two days 
to get our House bill amended and in final shape.  
We completed it this forenoon & today struck out 
the Senate bill and inserted our bill in its place and 
reported the Senate bill thus amended. 

It is his intention on Monday to secure the 
consent of the House to substitute the Senate Bill 
thus amended in place of the House bill & try to 
pass it on Wednesday. 
The President's Secretary (Tumulty) is working 
hard to overcome the opposition to our bill.  It looks 
much more hopeful today though our opponents 
are vigorously opposing its passage. 

Diary 24 1914 
February 1 

Spent hours today with Parry Heifner, Piggott, 
McKenzie, Joslin & Leahey at work on a card index 
showing the individual opinions of members of the 
House on the Railway Bill. - think now it will pass 
certainly. 
 
Sec. of Int. Franklin K Lane gave dinner today -

invited Chairmen Houston - House Territories, 
Ferris, Public Lands - Pittman, Senate Ter. Myers, 
Min. Chamberlain - from Oregon etc. 
Subject: Alaska Commission Bill, to be introduced 
by Chamberlain - prepared by Lane! 

Diary 24 1914 
February 2 

Houston reported Senate Bill 48 - with 
Amendments. 
Senator Chamberlain of Oregon introduced Alaska 
Development Commission Bill - Sec. Lanes Bill. 
 
Chairman Houston tells me about the meeting of 
Sec. Lane of yesterday – 
 
We learn that the last meeting of the Cabinet 
discussed the Alaska Ry. Bill & every member was 
urged to work for its passage through the House! 
Good. 

Diary 24 1914 
February 3 

Busy getting out mail. 
Assisted in preparing a speech on “Alaska” for 
Congressman Lonergan.  He is a member of the 
Com. on Ter, but is not familiar with general or 
local conditions & I and Maurice D. Leahey, are 
assisting him. 

Wm Parry, Lechey, Heifner, & Joslin – McKenzie 
& Deitrick all at work “lining up,” and “counting 
noses” on our Alaska Ry. bill. 

 
Chamberlains bill of yesterday is colorless - vague 
- bad - in that it will not accomplish what the Sec. 
wants.  The idea is a good one and I will support it. 

Diary 24 1914 
February 4 

The Alaska Ry. Bill was displaced today and goes 
over until tomorrow - the Immigration bill takes its 
place. 
 
Invited to dinner tonight at Senator Pittman’s – 
Woodley Lane.  Present, Senators Pittman, Walsh 
of Mont. & Smith of Ariz; also Lechey, Pigott, 
Heifner, Joslin, McKenzie. 

Fine dinner: good as I ever drank.  We talked 
about the bill for Commission in Alaska & Pittman 
told me that Sec. Lane asked him to introduce the 
bill to create a Commission which Senator 
Chamberlain did introduce & that he declined. 

Diary 24 1914 Alaska Ry. bill up all day in general debate - sharp, 
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February 5  vigorous & I got hit two or three hard licks. 
Davenport read the letter which I wrote in 1908  to 
Stephen Birch, accepting his suggestion to work for 
Birch and what is since known as the 
Guggenheim's and roasted me.  Guess he had a 
right to do it, for I have certainly rubbed it in on the 
Oklahoma’s, especially in my speech of Jany 14. 

It looks as if the bill will pass. Hon. Senator Henry 
Roden sat in the gallery & heard Davenport - 
Roden probably brought the Birch letter to him. 

Diary 24 1914 
February 6 

I took the letter of March 17, 1908, which I received 
from Stephen Birch, and in answer to which I wrote 
the letter which Davenport read into the Record 
yesterday up to Judge Houston (Tenn) , the Ch. of 
the Com. on Ter. today and after an inspection he 
advised me to say nothing more at this time.  He 
said that I had the best o fit on the face of 
yesterdays Record that few read it etc.  He 
denounces Davenport for “unfair” play. 

I was annoyed today when Henry Roden, 
Senator from Alaska, my former partner, came in to 
see me and whined about my having treated him 
badly etc. 
He said he supposed he could do nothing here, 
that he intended to go on home etc.  Seemed to 
want to cure our troubles & “be good.” But I do not 
trust him! 

Diary 24 1914 
February 7 

In consultation with Judge Houston & Joslin about 
financial provisions in Alaska Ry. Bill. 
Alaska Bureau of Seattle’s Cham, of Com. has 
exhibit in Senate Bldg. & Sec. Bryan & wife, & 
Congressman visited it today. 
Working in office to catch up with mail & in mailing 
copies of my Speech of Jany 14. to Alaska.  Had 
10,000 copies printed for distribution - they cost me 
$283.00. 

Diary 24 1914 
February 8 

Beautiful sunny day - 
Working in office sending out mail & speeches 

Diary 24 1914 
February 9 

Working to be prepared on amendments to the 
Alaska Ry bill. 

I met every evening at the Raleigh Hotel with the 
men from Seattle - Parry, Heifner, Joslin, 
McKenzie, etc. & we compare information obtained 
during the day & lay plans for the morrow - it looks 

now like an easy victory. 
Senator Walsh, of Montana and rep. Ferris, of 

Oklahoma today introduced an Alaska leasing bill. 
Diary 24 1914 
February 10 

This morning Ferris sent for me & I went before the 
Com. on Public Lands - he said he wished to have 
a hearing on the Alaska leasing bill on next 
Tuesday - I answered by saying that I was ready 
for an immediate hearing, but first wished to get the 
Ry. bill settled.  “Oh,” he said, the Railway bill will 
be out of the way before then. - meaning that it 
would be settled tomorrow. 

The opposition has faded away - the 
Administration has worked hard to draw them off - 
& succeeded. 

It ought to pass tomorrow. 
Diary 24 1914 
February 11 

Another long days work on the Alaska Ry. bill in 
the house.  Amendments & talk - talk.  But they are 
talking themselves out & the bill will pass next 
Wednesday. 

Gave a “chicken & Hoecake dinner to Parry, 
Joslin, McPherson, Heifner, Gilbert McKenzie & 
Jeffery, tonight at “Hancock’s” 1234 Penn. Ave. 

 
[clipping] 

The first delegate to Congress from Alaska was 
Frank Waskey of Nome, who was followed by 
Thomas Cale of Fairbanks.  These gentlemen were 
elected at the same time, Waskey for a short term 
of several months and Cale for the succeeding two 
years. 

Wickersham Seeks Office 
During the last months of Cale’s term, it became 

known that he was not to run again, and 
Wickersham, then off the federal bench but a short 
time, determined to seek the office. 

As was made public later, he supposedly sought 
the aid of the Guggenheim interests, which at that 
time were building the railroad from Cordova.  
Instead of responding to his apparent solicitation 
for help, the men then in charge of the 
Guggenheim interests in Alaska opposed his 
candidacy and united in the support of John 
Carson, the Republican candidate. 

Not receiving the support of the interests in 
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Alaska, Wickersham incorporated in his platform a 
promise to work for the construction of a 
government railroad from tidewater to the interior.  
He was elected by an  

Diary 24 1914 
February 11-12 

-11- 
[clipping continued] 
overwhelming majority and immediately began his 
work for the Alaska railway bill, which in addition to 
fulfilling his campaign promises, served to even 
matters up with the Guggenheims. 

Wickersham made but little progress during his 
first term, and in order to forestall his re-election, 
the Guggenheim forces, in the campaign for his 
second term, put forth every effort to defeat him, 
supporting the regular Republican nominee, Ed S. 
Orr. 

Not content with throwing their support to the 
opposition candidate, the Guggenheim men made 
public confidential correspondence which had 
passed between themselves and Wickersham, 
where the latter in reply to a proposition had 
named the terms under which he would act as their 
general counsel in Seattle-$12,000 a year to be 
exact. 

Re-elected After Bitter Fight 
Again he was elected, after the most bitter 

campaign ever conducted in Alaska, and he 
returned to Washington to resume work on his 
Alaska railroad bill. 
Inspired with confidence by the support which we 
received from the public in Alaska and several 
members of Congress, and with the memories of 
the treatment he had received from the 
Guggenheims, Wickersham worked day and night 
in the interests of the railroad bill. That the bill is 
now so nearly through Congress, and its meeting 
with so much success, is due largely to the poor 
judgment displayed by the political henchmen of 
the Guggenheims in Alaska.  Had they supported 
Wickersham in his first campaign, probably he 
would have been friendly to them; and the 
government railroad in Alaska, which probably will 
detract from the value of the Copper River & 
Northwestern Railway might never have been 

introduced. 
-12- 

HERE'S REAL STORY OF 
HOW ALASKA RAILWAY 

IDEA, WAS ORIGINATED 
Proposal Came From Wickersham, Who Felt He 

Had Cause to Be Put Out at the 
Guggenheim Interests 

{Seattle Sun,   Feb. 4, 1914} 
By J. W. Ward 

Since the bill providing for the construction of a 
government owned railroad in Alaska has received 
the seal of popular approval and it seems 
practically certain that it will pass the Lower House 
of Congress without serious opposition and receive 
the signature of President Wilson, making it a law, 
many claimants to the honor of the conception and 
forwarding of the scheme have arisen. 

Without seeking to detract from the efforts put 
forward by different congressmen, foremost among 
whom are Senator Chamberlain of Oregon, who 
introduced and fathered the bill in the Senate, and 
the congressional representation from Washington, 
which at the crisis promises to stand solidly behind 
the bill, credit for the inception of the bill and 
ceaseless work in its behalf when it was yet a hazy 
dream in the minds of its staunchest champions 
today, must be given unreservedly to James W-
,delegate to Congress from Alaska. 

The first movement to start the agitation for a 
railroad to the interior of Alaska was set in motion 
by Delegate W-during his campaign for election in 
1908. 

Diary 24 1914 
February 13 

Had a long talk with the Com. of the Genl. Land 
Office: agreed to work together in preparing land 
legislation (other than that relating to coal lands) for 
the prompt opening and development of Alaska. 

Diary 24 1914 
February 14 

Have consented to go out to Michigan next 
Thursday & deliver an address at Flint & at 
Pontiac, on “Alaska” 

Diary 24 1914 
February 15 

Spent the day in the office checking up magazine 
articles with the list prepared by Mr. Morrison 
(Snow & wind & bad weather) 
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[clipping] 
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 15, 1914 
DEVELOPMENT OF ALASKA 

A canvass of the House indicates that the bill 
providing for a railroad in Alaska, not be built and 
owned by the government, will pass by a 
handsome majority next Wednesday.  It would be 
well if the bill woe passed unanimously. 

There is no partisanship in the measure, and 
there should be no division of opinion as to its 
merits.  The question involved is whether the 
government shall develop Alaska for the benefit of 
all the people, or whether development shall 
depend upon private interests, which will reap most 
or all of the benefits. 

Alaska is practically the only unsettled territory 
under the American flag.  It has been proved to be 
fertile in soil and immensely rich in minerals, 
forests, and fisheries.  Without government super-
vision it is an equally ideal region for settlement, in 
which every pioneer would have a chance to build 
a home and acquire a competency. 

Individuals cannot go into the interior of Alaska 
and develop it without the aid of a railroad.  A rich 
corporation could, but if it did, it would have a right 
to expect the lion's share of the profits. The only 
corporation that should have a grip on Alaska is the 
United States government.  Then every American 
citizen will have a share in the dividends, according 
to his energy and enterprise. 

Foresight and patriotism are called for in 
considering the development of Alaska.  The 
Senate has passed the bill, and the President 
favors it.  No doubt the House will exercise equal 
wisdom in dealing with it.  No stumbling block 
should be placed in the way of this great measure, 
which means so much to the thousands of 
Americans who are anxious to go into the 
wilderness and acquire homes. 

Diary 24 1914 
February 16 

There is so much opposition to our Alaska Ry. bill 
that it is really having an effect upon Judge 
Houston, Tenn. the Chairman of the Committee on 
Territories. 
He is nervous and is continually looking for some 

additional support for his position.  He now wants 
to add the fisheries income to the redemption fund. 
- I suggested that he double the price of the public 
lands within 20 miles of the road and he has gone 
out to seek information about that. 
Am preparing an omnibus Land Bill for Alaska - 
one of its features is a reservation of Sec 3, 16 & 
36 for common schools & four sections at 
Fairbanks & the establishment of University, Agri. 
College & School of Mines! 

Diary 24 1914 
February 17 

The Com. on Public Lands held the first Hearing on 
the Alaska Coal Leasing Bill - prepared in the Dept. 
of the Interior by Mr. Finney - law office, approved 
by Sec. Lane & introduced in the House by Ferris, 
Chairman & Pub. Land Com. 

It is the best bill yet introduced on that line - but 
deficient & not a workable one.  Sec. Lane has not 
invited me to assist in its preparation etc. because 
he seems to think I am hostile.  Hearings now go 
over till Monday 23- or 24th. 

Jud. Welliver spent an hour with me today - he is 
preparing an article for Munsey’s on the Alaska Ry. 
Bill.  He wrote the articles in Hamptons Mag. for 
April & May 1910, strongly urging Govt. Ry. in 
Alaska as the only means of developing that Ter. 
without monopoly. 

Diary 24 1914 
February 18 

My Alaska Ry. Bill passed the house - somewhat 
mutilated but still good enough, by a vote of 230 for 
to 87 against. 

Long hard fight. 
Judge Houston of Tennessee conducted the fight 
for us on the floor of the House and did it ably as 
well as successfully! 

Sent telegrams to all interior Alaskan towns 
announcing result. 

Recd, telegram this morning from Harry Thisted, 
Cordova, saying that people were burning in effigy 
the seven traitor senators (Territorial) who wrote 
letter & sent telegrams to Sec. Lane & Senator 
Pittman in opposition to the Ry. Bill!  They ought to 
be treated like whipped dogs. 
Dinner tonight with Parry & others at Losekamps 
good as I ever drank. 

Diary 24 1914 Many telegrams of congratulation on the passage 
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February 19 of the Alaska Ry. Bill - one from “Bill McPhee and 
the whole damned bunch” from Fairbanks was 
particularly enjoyed by me & by George Jeffery. 
Members of Congress are very flattering in their 
congratulations also - altogether is a happy event. 
 
I leave for Flint & Pontiac Mch. at 11:45 this 
forenoon to deliver an address at each place on 
“Alaska” at the special request of Congressman 
Samuel W. Smith, of that district. 

Diary 24 1914 
February 20 

Flint, Michigan. 
Arrived here this morning & am surprised to learn 
that I am to speak - not to a businessmen’s 
meeting but at a Republican Club banquet.  If I had 
known that I should not have come!  But as it is I 
will talk Alaska & not politics & get out of it as easy 
as possible. 

Visited the Buick Automobile Works this 
afternoon - the second in size in the U.S. & greatly 
enjoyed it. 

Banquet was a great affair - from the G.O.B. 
view, but I was obliged to declare my position & 
during my talk announced that I am a Progressive - 
Independent ate.  It seemed to create some 
trouble. 

Diary 24 1914 
February 21 

Pontiac, Mich.  With Ex-Gov. Warner, 
Congressman Sam. W. Smith & others came to 
Pontiac - & will attend the Banquet there - I will not 
need to mention politics here for it is now quite 
understood where I stand. 
Fine meeting tonight & I had a clear field on 
“Alaska” & also talked on Pres. Lincoln.  After 
meeting came down to Detroit - Ponchatrain Hotel. 
 
[clipping] 

RAPS G.O.P. SYMPATHY 
FOR ALASKAN SYNDICATE 

Delegate Wickersham Tells Flint 
Banqueters He's a Progressive. 

Flint, Mich., February 21.- Declaring that he was a 
Roosevelt Progressive and would not come back 
into the Republican ranks under any “get together” 
program, Honorable James Wickersham, delegate 
from Alaska, threw a bombshell into the annual 

banquet of the Genesee County Republican club 
here last night. 

After the banquet Mr. Wickersham explained that 
party lines were different in Alaska than they are in 
the States.  The Republicans there represent the 
financial syndicate that brought prominence to the 
Ballinger-Pinchot incident, he said, and have the 
support of the Taft wing of the Republican party.  
The Progressives are anti-syndicate. 

“We beat the syndicate regularly,” he continued.  
There were no Democrats there until a year ago, 
and then, realizing that Wilson would be the next 
president, they formed an organization to get 
control of federal offices, and they got it, although 
they cast few more than a thousand votes. If the 
Progressives and Republicans get together under 
a harmony program the syndicate will remain in 
control of the Republican organization in Alaska.” 

Diary 24 1914 
February 22 

Left Detroit at noon for home.  It has been very 
cold during my stay in Mich. & today the wind is 
flying southward bringing with it a snow storm 
blizzard.  It looks like Alaska - Snow all day & all 
the way through Ohio & Pennsylvania. 

Judge Hinebaugh, member of Congress from 
Illinois, & the Progressive Chairman of the Prog-
Cong. Com. was on the train & seemed to be 
greatly delighted at the announcement in the 
Detroit Free Press, which he had - on the opp. 
page. We discussed the party conflictions etc. and 
other matters of interest. 

Diary 24 1914 
February 23 

Reached Washington & my office this morning at 9 
o’clock, Found that Conference Com. on Alaska 
Ry. Bill is as follows; Senate: Chamberlain Pittman 
& Jones.  House: Houston, Davenport, & 
Guernsey. - a good Com.  No meeting today. 
Chamberlain is in N.Y. 
Attended hearings before the Public Lands Com. 
all day - on the Alaska Leasing Bill. 
The Washington times on the day I went to 
Michigan had a splendid editorial and 
commendation of my work in aiding the passage of 
the Alaska Ry. Bill. 

Date Feb. 19th 
Diary 24 1914 [clipping] 
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Entered at the postoffice at Washington, D. 
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THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 19, 1914. 
 

JAMES WICKERSHAM 
The passage of the Alaska railroad bill presents 

a fitting occasion for a word of felicitation to James 
Wickersham, Delegate in Congress from Alaska, 
and to Alaska, on its goof fortune in having such a 
Delegate. 

Mr. Wickersham's career has been one of 
fighting, now a dozen years or more, for Alaska.  
He began as a Federal judge there, appointed by 
McKinley.  He cleaned up the muck of corruption at 
Nome and his performance ended with a group of 
eminent citizens in jail.  Because of this 
straightforward, unyielding insistence on obedience 
to the law, he accumulated a powerful force of 
political antagonism.  The looters assailed him in 
Congress, and when the time came for his 
reappointment the Senator refused to confirm him.  
Time and again, Congress adjourning without 
action in his nomination.  Roosevelt gave him  
recess appointments.  In fact, he served about six 
years on such tenure, without ever being 
confirmed. 

Then he became a candidate for Delegate in 
Congress, and the real people of Alaska got a 
chance to pass their verdict on his conduct.  The 
man who had been vilified and denounced in 
Washington, by the Alaska lobby; echo could not 
be confirmed as judge; who had been made to 
suffer the smart of false charges without the 
chance to disprove them, was elected Delegate by 

the people who knew him and his work, with an 
overwhelming majority.  It was a splendid 
vindication; but it was only the first of a long series 
that have come to him. 

When the Taft Administration came into office 
Wickersham came in with it; and instantly he was 
in a feud with the Administration.  The Secretary of 
the Interior, Mr. Ballinger, was his enemy, and the 
doors of the White House were locked against him. 

A weaker man would have given up in disgust his 
fight for Alaska.  Wickersham only fought the 
harder.  He went to work with Congress and with 
people on the outside, on a long campaign of 
education.  He won the people, and at length 
convinced Congress.  Times and Administrations 
changed, and Wickersham is now become one of 
the little group of men in Congress, who are 
accepted as conclusive authority on their special 
subjects.  Wickersham's specialty is Alaska. 

When the idea of Government railroads for the 
Territory was first broached, Wickersham, like 
almost everybody else, opposed.  But it became 
apparent that there must be Government 
ownership, or else private monopoly of the vast 
resources of the Territory.  He chose to support 
Government ownership, and for that end had 
labored ever since. 

Judge Wickersham's recent speech in the House 
was a model of its kind.  He demonstrated an 
encyclopedic knowledge of Alaska in every phase; 
its history, its resources, its people, its laws, its 
needs.  The House gave him splendid attention, 
and seldom has one man's exposition of a big 
subject, in a single speech, been so convincing 
and conclusive with either house of Congress. 

A year from now, the Government will be building 
railroads in Alaska.  It is just as certain as anything 
of the future can be, that the inauguration of that 
work will make a new boom for the Territory, an era 
of development such as it has never dreamed 
before.  Some day they will set up a monument to 
James Wickersham in the public square of the 
town hall of every Alaskan city.  Meanwhile, it is to 
be hoped that the people of Alaska will continue to 
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demonstrate their good sense and appreciation by 
keeping him in Congress. 

It is not a question whether Wickersham wants to 
stay in Congress.  There have been intimations 
that he thinks his work finished with the passage of 
the Federal railroad bill and will seek to retire.  He 
shouldn’t be permitted to do so.  Alaska needs him, 
Congress needs him, the country needs him.  It is 
not beyond the possibilities that he may one day be 
a Senator from Alaska. 

Diary 24 1914 
February 25 

Invited today to go to Baltimore & speak on Alaska 
at the Advertisers club. 
Congressman Linthicum & the Pres. of the Club, 
invited me and I have promised to go. 
 
All day before the Com. on Pub. Lands, or Alaska 
Coal Bill.  This morning was before the Com. on 
Public Buildings in support of a public building for 
Fairbanks. 

Diary 24 1914 
February 26 

Made Return of my Income Tax 
 
Before Com. on Pub. Lands all day - testified on 
Alaska Coal Bill.  I am not very much inclined to 
support the bill & criticized it unstintedly. 
 
Went over to Baltimore at 5. P.m. On B&O Ry. To 
attend banquet of Advertisers club! Mayor of 
Baltimore & I were the speakers. 
Of course I spoke on Alaska & it seemed to interest 
them.  Banquet at hotel Belvedere” 
See “Sunday” page 60. Following this. 

Diary 24 1914 
February 27 

All day before Com. on Pub. Lands on Alaska Coal 
Leasing Bill. 

The Com. is being controlled in each idea in the 
bill entirely by Dr. Holmes of the Bureau of Mines, 
and Mr. Finney, the law office of the Dept. of 
Interior. 
The members of the Com. do not know anything 
about the facts & do not depend upon their own 
ideas or judgment but refer every doubt to the 
representatives of the Dept. 
They understand that I do not approve what they 
are trying to do, so they will not listen to me even 
upon those matters where I would be willing to aid 

them, for fear that my advice will not agree with the 
wishes of the Dept officials. 

Diary 24 1914 
February 28 

Worked all day trying to prevent the Com. on 
Public Lands from doing Alaska great injury in 
leaving the leasing bill wide open to Monopoly & 
Excessive Price vices.  But with little avail: They 
ran the “steam roller” of power back and forth over 
my objections & proposed amendments, & I am 
helpless to prevent them from utterly withdrawing 
from Alaska all coal land laws except the Leasing 
law  They voted down my two amendments against 
Monopoly & Excessive Price powers. 
Dinner tonight at Congress Hall Hotel.  We had 
with us, Wm Parry, Falcon Joslin, Cha G. Heifner, 
and J. R. McPherson, of Seattle. 

Diary 24 1914 
March 1 

[clipping] 
ADVERTISING MEN DINE 

“Home Folks” Guests Of The Club 
At The Belvedere. 

{Baltimore  Sun} 
ALASKA DELEGATE PRESENT 
President Cloud Tells of Visit To 

Secretary Bryan And Praises The 
Administration. 

The Advertising Club held its fifth annual banquet 
last night at the Hotel Belvedere with only home 
folks present, except Delegate James Wickersham, 
of Alaska.  Mayor Preston, City Solicitor Field and 
City Collector Jacob W. Hook were there strictly as 
private citizens. 

The Mayor placed before the club the privilege of 
raising money from private citizens for “The 
Banner” Centennial and made a plea to Judge 
Wickersham for the proper restoration and care of 
Fort McHenry by the Federal Government in return 
for the $10,000,000 a year which the port of 
Baltimore pays into the National Treasury.  He also 
suggested that the Government could also “build a 
modest memorial to peace” in that sacred spot 
where so much was done toward causing the 
present centennial of peace between England and 
the United States. 

Jocose As To “Past Life.” 
Toastmaster Shay introduced Judge Wickersham 
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as the operator of a gambling joint in Nome, 
Alaska. 

When I asked Judge Wickersham for a brief 
history of his life, said Mr. Shay, he refused to talk 
about himself.  I told him if he would not give me a 
few details of his past I would pin a biography on 
him that he would not be able to live down the rest 
of his life. 

“He was born in Vermont.  He made his way to 
the West and settled in California.  When he failed 
in business in that State he went to Alaska, where 
he opened a gambling joint. The Alaskans, 
recognizing his ability along this line, finally 
determined to sent him to Washington as their 
Delegate.” 

“This desperate character, who is acting as your 
toastmaster,” said Judge Wickersham, “has said 
that I was born in Vermont.  That is not my native 
land, but no matter.” 

Much Gold - Many Need. 
Mr. Wickersham, who first went to Alaska many 

years ago as a Federal judge and is now a citizen 
of that vast and interestingly controversial territory, 
as well as its delegate in Congress, proceeded to 
draw pictures of the real greatness of that gold-
hearted country. 

He showed the pressing need for railroads and 
other means of unlocking its treasures and of 
brining it in close touch with the nation.  He said 
that when he went to that country as a Federal 
judge his first task was to build a courthouse, the 
first one there, and then to build a jail and then to 
establish means of catching the criminals.  His 
territory was as big as New England. 

But he never had to hold court with pistols on the 
desk for assurance of order and he had little 
trouble in administering justice after the criminals 
were gotten into court.  He said that the order of 
Alaska in the wildest districts has been marvelous 
from the firs-t, and he said it was due to the 
inherent passion of the American for government 
and justice. 

As an Alaskan who never dug for gold Judge 
Wickersham stands almost alone.  He found the 

practice of law more to his taste after finishing the 
establishment of the judiciary in that land.  And 
then he was sent to Washington as Alaska’s 
delegate and is one of the firmest believers in 
Alaska’s great future. 

Diary 24 1914 
March 2 

All day before Com. on Pub. Lands on Alaska Coal 
Leasing Bill. 
I am doing what I can to secure amendments to the 
bill providing general anti-monopoly provisions 
without so many penal provisions etc.  And also 
trying to get a provision inserted to provide for 
cheap coal to the ultimate consumer - but it seems 
vain!  However I shall do my best - & then support 
the bill win or lose. 

Diary 24 1914 
March 3 

Same as yesterday - but the Com. finally refused to 
permit my anti-monopoly amendment.  I offered 
both my amendments & both were voted down. 

Many Alaska papers in today & with one 
exception - two -they give me praise and credit for 
the Try. Bill - the exceptions are the “Dispatch” and 
“Empire” at Juneau.  The “Empire” denounces me 
for making a record against the “7 senators” who 
wrote the letter & telegram against the Ry- Bill. 
Of course they admit the letter but declare I ought 
to have defended the signers - even though Ferris 
quote their letter etc.  My! How it must hurt that 
Juneau clique to have their little scheme 
overturned! 

Diary 24 1914 
March 4 

Called on Sec. of Int. Lane today & talked about 
the Coal Leasing bill.  He agreed to submit my 
suggestions to Senator Walsh of Montana, who 
wrote the penal clauses in the bill - which I wish to 
strike out and to replace with the 3rd Sec of the 
Anti-monopoly Act of 1908.  I warned him that no 
one would take a lease under threats of 
penitentiary and forfeiture therein contained. 

Senate & House Conference Com. on Alaska Ry. 
Bill have agreed.  Report is being prepared & will 
be presented to Congress tomorrow. 

I am to give a dinner to Chairman Houston on 
Mch. 17th - his birthday - for Alaska! 

Diary 24 1914 
March 5 

The Conference Report on Alaska Ry Bill was 
called up today but as an amendment had to be 
made in it & under the rule it could not be called up 
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except by unanimous consent until it was on the 
calendar one day - & because Madden of Illinois 
objected - it went over until tomorrow. 
 
[clipping] 

WICKERSHAM FEARS 
COAL LAND MONOPOLY 

All His Amendments to Alaska Leasing 
Bill to Safeguard Resources 

Are Voted Down. 
LEDGER BUREAU, WASHINGTON, D.C., 

March 1.-Delegate Wickersham is making a hard 
fight before the public lands committee of the 
house to safeguard the coal resources of Alaska, 
but the steam roller is being run over him and 
nearly every amendment he proposes is voted 
down as soon as offered.  Wickersham fears the 
leasing bill, as it is being drafted, will open the door 
wide to railroad companies and other exploiters to 
form a coal monopoly and fix prices at will.  
Wickersham insists that congress should reserve in 
the leases by explicit terms the right to revise the 
terms of the grant at intervals, thus keeping a grip 
on exploiters, but he finds the interior department 
law officer and house committee dead set against 
his suggestions.  It is expected the bill will be 
reported this week. 
 
Snowing & raining 

Diary 24 1914 
March 6 

The Conference Report was called up in the House 
this afternoon and approved by a unanimous vote.  
It now goes to the Senate for approval & then the 
bill thus amended and approved goes to the 
President for approval. 

It's all over but the shouting! 
Welliver was in the office this afternoon & I loaned 
him 300 photographs for “Munseys Magazine” 
which is preparing a big Alaska story about the 
Alaska Railway bill. 
 
Snowing & Raining 

Diary 24 1914 
March 7 

Sent 340 photographs to Munseys Mag. 175 Fifth 
Ave., New York, N.Y. for illustrating article on 
Alaska. 

Senate not in Session today and the Alaska Ry. 
Bill conference report will come up on Monday – so 
Senator Jones says. 

Diary 24 1914 
March 8 

Jud. Welliver, who is preparing an Alaska Ry. Bill 
story for Munsey’s Magazine for April was in the 
office today for more data and more photos. 

I am preparing to give Judge Houston a 
complimentary dinner on his birthday - Mch 17th – 
St. Patrick’s Day. I intend to invite the House Com. 
on Territories & a few others. 

Diary 24 1914 
March 9 

Am busy getting up a dinner for Judge Houston, 
Chairman of Com. on Ter. on the evening of Men. 
17th his & St Patrick’s Birthday. 

Will invited all members of House Com. on Ter. & 
other friends. 
Recd, this telegram today: 

Fairbanks, Alaska mar.9, 1914 
James Wickersham, Washington, D.C. 
Your speech great demand press and people 
unqualifiedly recommend your service.  Friends 
jubilant published extract letter McPhee editorials 
claims you logical democratic candidate would 
suggest you authorize statement your candidacy 
designating party Roden dead one wire me 
will not publish unless authorized 

Ray.  
The seed is germinating!! 

Diary 24 1914 
March 10 

Two things have occurred today to please me. 
First, speaker Champ Clark stopped long enough 
by my seat in the house to say “Judge Wickersham 
I congratulate you on your speech in favor of the 
Alaska Railway bill.  That six hour speech saved 
the bill, and was greatly enjoyed.” 
I thanked him and was pleased. 

Second: The Senate after hours of vigorous 
debate adopted the Conference Report on the 
Alaska Ry. bill by a vote of 27 to 41 and it now 
goes to the President for approval. 
I sent a flock of telegrams over Alaska and there is 
rejoicing there tonight - & here too. 

Diary 24 1914 
March 11 

Busy today trying to catch up mail. 
Also appeared before Com on Pub Buildings in 
support of the Fairbanks bill for $250,000 building. 
Earl Crutcher of Fairbanks and Nome called. 
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Working to help Jud. Welliver get Munsey 
Magazine Article ready for April issue. 
Got Com. on Ter. to take up new Alaska bills on 
Friday. 
Telegrams from Fairbanks, Seward & Cordova 
thanking me for passage Alaska Ry bill.  They are 
sure happy in the old Territory. 

Diary 24 1914 
March 12 

President Wilson signed the Alaska Railway bill at 
3 o’clock this afternoon. 
Sent telegrams to Alaska 
Took dinner with C.E. Crutcher, miner of 40 mile, 
Fairbanks & Nome, at the Willard Hotel. 
 
[insertion of the Alaska Railway Bill] 
 

[PUBLIC – No. 69 – 63D CONGRESS.] 
[S. 48] 

An Act To authorize the President of the 
United States to locate, construct, and operate 
railroads in the Territory of Alaska, and for other 
purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of 
Representatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, That the President of the 
United States is hereby empowered, authorized, 
and directed to adopt and use a name by which to 
designate the railroad or railroads and properties to 
be located, owned, acquired, or operated under the 
authority of this Act; to authorize and require such 
officers, agents, or agencies to perform any or all 
of the duties imposed upon hi by the terms of this 
Act; to detail and require any officer or officers in 
the Engineer Corps in the Army or Navy to perform 
service under this Act; to fix the compensation of 
all officers, agents, or employees appointed or 
designated by him; to designate and cause to be 
located a route or routes for a line or lines of 
railroad in the Territory of Alaska not to exceed in 
the aggregate one thousand miles, to be so located 
as to connect one or more of the open Pacific 
Ocean harbors on the southern coast of Alaska 
with the navigable waters in the interior of Alaska, 
and with a coal field or fields so as best to aid in 
the development of the agricultural and mineral or 

other resources of Alaska, and the settlement of 
the public lands therein, and so as to provide 
transportation of coal for the Army and Navy, 
transportation of troops, arms, munitions of war, 
the transportation of passengers and property; to 
construct and build a railroad or railroads along 
such route or routes as he may so designate and 
locate, with the necessary branch lines, feeders, 
sidings, switches, and spurs; to purchase or 
otherwise acquire all real and personal property 
necessary to carry out the purposes of this Act; 
such use, which use is hereby declared to be a 
public use, by condemnation in the courts of 
Alaska in accordance with the laws now or 
hereafter in force there; to purchase or otherwise 
acquire all necessary railroads; to build or 
otherwise acquire docks, wharves, terminal 
facilities, and all structures needed for the 
equipment and operation of such railroad or 
railroads; to fix, change, or modify rates for the 
transportation of passengers and property, which 
rates shall be equal and uniform, but no free 
transportation or passes shall be permitted except 
that the provisions of the interstate commerce laws 
relating to the transportation of employees and 
their families shall be in force as to the lines 
constructed under this Act; to receive 
compensation for the transportation of passengers 
and property, and to perform generally all the usual 
duties of a common carrier by railroad; to make 
and establish rules and regulations for the control 
and operation of said railroad or railroads; in his 
discretion, to lease the said railroad or railroads, or 
any portion thereof, including telegraph and 
telephone lines, after completion under such terms 
as he may deem proper, but no lease shall be for a 
longer period than twenty years, or in the event of 
failure to lease, to operate the same until the 
further action of Congress: Provided, That if said 
railroad or railroads, including telegraph and 
telephone lines, are leased under the authority 
herein given, then and in that event they shall be 
operated under the jurisdiction and control of the 
provisions of the interstate commerce laws; to 
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purchase, condemn, or otherwise acquire upon 
such terms as he may deem proper any other line 
or lines of railroad in Alaska which may be 
necessary to complete the construction of the line 
or lines of railroad designated or located by him; 
Provided, That the price to be paid in case of 
purchase shall in no case exceed the actual 
physical value of the railroad; to make contracts or 
agreements with any railroad or steamship 
company or vessel owner for joint transportation of 
passengers or property over the road or roads 
herein provided for, and such railroad or steamship 
line or by such vessel, and to make such other 
contracts as may be necessary to carry out any of 
the purposes of this Act; to utilize in carrying on the 
work herein provided for any and all machinery, 
equipment, instruments, material, and other 
property of any sort whatsoever used or acquired 
in connection with the construction of the Panama 
Canal, so far and as rapidly as the same is no 
longer needed at Panama, and the Isthmian Canal 
Commission is hereby authorized t deliver said 
property to such officers or persons as the 
President may designate, and to take credit 
therefore at such percentage of its original cost as 
the President may approve, but this amount shall 
not be charged against the fund provided for in this 
Act. 

The authority herein granted shall include the 
power to construct, maintain and operate telegraph 
and telephone lines so far as they may be 
necessary or convenient in the construction and 
operation of the railroad or railroads as herein 
authorized and they shall perform generally all the 
usual duties of telegraph and telephone lines for 
hire. 

That it is the intent and purpose of Congress 
through this Act to authorize and empower the 
President of the United States, and he is hereby 
fully authorized and empowered, through such 
officers, agents, or agencies as he may appoint or 
employ, to do all necessary acts and things in 
addition to those specially authorized in this Act to 
enable him to accomplish the purposes and objects 

of this Act. 
The President is hereby authorized to withdraw, 

locate, and dispose of, under such rules and 
regulations as he may prescribe, such area or 
areas of the public domain along the line or lines of 
such proposed railroad or railroads for town-site 
purposes as he may from time to time designate. 

Terminal and station grounds and rights of way 
through the lands of the United States in the 
Territory of Alaska are hereby granted for the 
construction of railroads, telegraph and telephone 
lines authorized by this Act, and in all patents for 
lands hereafter taken up, entered or located in the 
Territory of Alaska there shall be expressed that 
there is reserved to the United States a right of way 
for the construction of railroads, telegraph and 
telephone lines to the extent of one hundred feet 
on either side of the center line of any such 
telegraph or telephone lines, and the President 
may, in such manner as he deems advisable, 
make reservation of such lands as are or may be 
useful for furnishing materials for construction and 
for stations, terminals, docks, and for such other 
purposes in connection with the construction and 
operation of such railroad lines as he may deem 
necessary and desirable. 

Sec. 2. That the cost of the work authorized by 
this Act shall not exceed $35,000,000, and in 
executing the authority granted by this Act the 
President shall not expend nor obligate the United 
States to expend more than the said sum; and 
there is hereby appropriated, the sum of 
$1,000,000 to be used for carrying out the 
provisions of this Act, to continue available until 
expended. 

Sec. 3. That all moneys derived from the lease, 
sale, or disposal of any of the public lands, 
including townsites, in Alaska, or the coal or 
mineral therein contained, or the timber thereon, 
and the earnings of said railroad or railroads, 
together with the earnings of the telegraph and 
telephone lines constructed under this Act, above 
maintenance charges and operating expenses, 
shall be paid into the Treasury of the United States 
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as other miscellaneous receipts are paid, and a 
separate account thereof shall be kept and 
annually reported to Congress. 

Sec. 4. That the officers, agents, or agencies 
placed in charge of the work by the President shall 
make to the President annually, and at such other 
periods as may be required by the President or by 
either the House of Congress, full and complete 
reports of all the acts and doings and of all moneys 
received and expended in the construction of said 
work and in the operation of said work or works 
and in the performance of their duties in connection 
therewith.  The annual reports herein provided for 
shall be by the President transmitted to Congress. 

Approved, March 12, 1914. 
Diary 24 1914 
March 13 

Received a flock of telegrams of congratulation 
from Alaska today.  The people there are happy & 
getting ready to hold public meetings ratifying the 
good work in passing the Ry Bill - they seem to 
give me all that is due me. 

Hearings before the Com. on Ter. on Bill 
changing method of taxing Ry. in Alaska, & curing 
defect in Revenue Bills passed by the Alaska 
Legislature. 

Diary 24 1914 
March 14 

Beautiful day - first real spring day we have had. 
Red birds out in resplendent dress & song. 
Have got the Mss ready for work on the 4th Alaska 
Rept. Law. 
 
[clipping]  

WICKERSHAM JOINS 
DEMOCRATIC RANKS 

Delegate to Congress From Alaska 
Declares Opposition to 

Republicans. 
Special Cable to the Post-Intelligencer. 

FAIRBANKS, Alaska, March 7.- Judge James 
Wickersham, delegate to congress, who was a 
Republican and then became a Roosevelt 
Progressive, has joined the Democratic ranks.  In a 
letter to W.H. McPhee, received here today, Judge 
Wickersham writes: 

“I long have been opposed by the Standpat Taft 
element in the territory of Alaska and in 

Washington, D.C, and I am not in harmony with 
any of the principles represented by them, but find 
myself in entire harmony with the political principles 
announced and supported by President Wilson. 

“I am a Woodrow Wilson Progressive, and intend 
to give him my support.  He represents principles 
and ideas which I distinctly approve, and I intend to 
stand with him in the future.” 

Wickersham also declared himself in entire 
sympathy with the administration coal lands policy. 

Many Democrats here are anxious to have 
Wickersham run for delegate on the Democratic 
ticket.  While there is much opposition to this, it is 
generally conceded that the party cannot pull up a 
candidate who could defeat Wickersham running 
independently. 

The Alaska Democratic machine is opposed to 
the Wickersham candidacy and strong for Gov. J.F. 
A. Strong. 

Diary 24 1914 
March 15 

Working in office etc. 
 
[clipping] 
Local Brevities 
{Valdez Miner, Mch 15}  

“Christ and the Passing of the Railroad Bill” will 
be the subject dealt with by the Rev. Charles S. 
Price Sunday night at the Congregational Church. 

Diary 24 1914 
March 16 

Arranging for my banquet tomorrow night in honor 
of Hon. W.C. Houston, Chairman of the House 
Com. on Territories. 
Hearing today before Com. on Ter &”Senator” 
Bruner, from Nome undertook to “butt in” with the 
assertion that he represented the “Legislative body 
of Alaska.” 
He got told what he did represent & then read 
credentials from Gov. Strong! 
The conspiracy is this, 
“Guggenheim, 
“Richardson, 
“Strong, 
“Seven Slippery Senators. & that's about as far as 
it goes. 

Diary 24 1914 
March 17 

[Blank page] 

 17



Alaska State Library – Historical Collections         Diary of James Wickersham  
MS 107 BOX 4 DIARY 24  Jan. 1, 1914 through Dec. 31, 1914 

Diary 24 1914 
March 18 

[Insert of Menu of previously mentioned birthday 
party] 
[first page] 

Menu 
Congress Hall Hotel 
Washington, D.C. 

ALASKA RAILROAD BILL 
Senate Bill No. 48 House Bill No. 1739 

63D Congress, 1st Session 
April 7, 1913 
1852 1914 

March Seventeenth 
Hon. W.C. HOUSTON, OF TENNESEE 

CHAIRMAN COMMITTEE ON THE TERRITORIES 
St. Patrick’s Day in the Morning 

[second page] 
Alaska’s Guests 

SENATE COMMITTEE ON THE TERRITORIES 
Honorable Key Pittman, Chairman 
Honorable George E. Chamberlain 

Honorable Thomas J. Walsh 
Honorable Wesley L. Jones 

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON THE TERRITORIES 
William C. Houston, Tenn., Chairman 

James S. Davenport, Okla  
Frank E. Gurnsey, Me. 
John T. Watkins, LA. 
Jonathan N. Langham, [?] 
Scott Ferris, Okla. 
Bird S. McGuire, Ok 
Augustine Lonergan, Conn. 
Albert Johnson, Wash. 
James H. O’Brien, N.Y. 
Charles F. Curry, Cal. 
Stephen A. Hoxworth, Ill. 
Charles M. Hamilton, N.Y. 
Woodson R. Oblesby, N.Y. 
J.A. Falconer, Wash. 
Water A. Watson, Va. 
Jonah K. Kalanianaole, Hawaii 
Clement Brumbaugh, Ohio 
James Wickersham, Alaska 
W.A Cathcart, Clerk 

 

Hon. Rufus Hardy 
Hon. Charles F. Booher 
Mr. George A. Jeffery 
Mr. J.C. Welliver 
Mr. Will A. Parry 
Mr. Falcon Joslin 
Mr. Charles G. Heifner 
Mr. John L. McPherson 

[second page] 
Menu 

Oyster Cocktail 
Olives  Celery 

Cream of Lettuce 
Shad Roe with Bacon 

Filet of Beef with Mushrooms 
Roast Turkey, Cranberry Sauce 

Oyster Bay Asparagus 
Alaska Potatoes, Stuffed 

Roman Punch 
Apple and Celery Salad 

Pistachio Ice Cream 
Mixed Cakes 

Roquefort  Crackers 
Coffee 
Cigars 

[back cover] 
[excerpt from the Cremation of Sam McGee by 
R.W. Service] 

 
We had a fine Banquet last night.  I presented my 
great “caribou” head to Judge Houston - in the 
name of Alaska. 
Had many short speeches and a pleasant time.  22 
men present, and they all seemed to enjoy it. 

Diary 24 1914 
March 19 

I am greatly interested at the way the Alaska 
political pot is boiling.  The two Juneau papers 
have been fighting me, but they are evidently 
impressed at the way the other Alaska papers are 
standing by me. 
The story that I intended to support Wilson as a 
Progressive Democrat has put Gov. Strong in a 
quandary.  I am importuned frequently to announce 
my intention to be a candidate for Delegate on the 
Democratic ticket, but so far have not yielded. 

 18



Alaska State Library – Historical Collections         Diary of James Wickersham  
MS 107 BOX 4 DIARY 24  Jan. 1, 1914 through Dec. 31, 1914 

I think it best not to do it - but to let my fortunes 
stand with the statement that I am a “Woodrow 
Wilson Progressive!” 

Diary 24 1914 
March 20 

The annual fight over the Fisheries of Alaska 
began this morning before the Com. on Ter. when 
Curry, M.C. of Cal. appeared with a letter from 
Fortman, Pres. of the Alaska Packers Assoc. and 
urged a 2 weeks continuance of the hearing.  The 
P.A. lawyers and lobbyists were there in numbers 
but Curry was so enthusiastic to do some “dirty 
work” for them that he attacked me - and the verbal 
hair flew in all directions.  The fight is on - and I am 
considering making it vigorous and so warm that 
they will have enough of it for once. 
Hearings finally adjourned until next week. 

Diary 24 1914 
March 21 

Atty. Genl. has written a strong letter endorsing & 
approving my bill appropriating 250,000 for public 
building at Fairbanks! 

Bully for him! 
But the Sec. of the Interior has “turned down” Dr. 
Goddard’s bill for caring for Alaska insane at Sitka - 
for the second time. 

Blame his gizzard!  
Makes a diff. doesn't it? 
Answered Alaska [?] today. 
 
[clipping 

Nome Has Holiday 
To Celebrate Bill 

Special to the Post-Intelligencer. 
NOME, Alaska, March 18.- Saturday, March 21, 
was today declared a special holiday by the city 
council for the purpose of celebrating the passage 
of the Alaska railroad bill by congress.  Messages 
of appreciation have been sent by the council, 
merchants add the different fraternal organizations 
to President Wilson, Delegate Wickersham and 
other members of congress who aided in obtaining 
helpful legislation for Alaska. 

Diary 24 1914 
March 22 

In office all day working on “Alaskana” 
 
[clipping]  

GOV. LISTER TO 
DRIVE TRAIN UP 

SECOND AVENUE 
He'll throw Open Throttle to 

Alaska Federal Express 
on Signal from 

Mayor Gill. 
IT WILL TYPIFY NEW 

RAILROAD IN NORTH. 
Drawing Two Flat Cars Loaded 

With Alaska Products, It will  
Steam From Yesler Way to Wash- 
inton Hotel as Feature of Satur- 

day Night’s Celebration of 
Success. 

A locomotive drawing two flat-cars, on which will 
be loaded Alaska product, composing a train that 
will be manned by Gov. Lister as engineer, J. E. 
Chilberg as fireman and Mayor Gill as conductor, 
will be one of the features of the pageant Saturday 
night to celebrate the passage of the Alaska 
railroad bill. 

Mayor Gill, in the regulation blue and gold of the 
ticket puncher, will give Gov. Lister the “high 
ball”; the governor will pull out the throttle a few 
notches; Mr. Hildberg will throw a shovelful of coal 
into the firebox, and the “first federal Alaska train,” 
as it will be known, will move up Second Avenue to 
the Washington Hotel, where a big bonfire will 
blaze and crackle on the vacant square in the rear 
of that hostelry.  

Wilson to Be Represented. 
On the flat-cars, acting as train men, will be two 
prominent business men masked as President 
Woodrow Wilson and Delegate Wickersham.  The 
engine and cars will run on the street car tracks, 
and to prevent the governor from running by any 
blocked signals or the “Federal Express” from 
coming to grief through inattention on the part of 
her distinguished crew, there will also be a regular 
crew of experienced trainmen aboard. 

Diary 24 1914 
March 23 

Neuralgia in teeth & ear. 

Diary 24 1914 
March 24 

sick with neuralgia in face! 

Diary 24 1914 
March 25 

Called on Genl. Wood, Chief of Staff, on 
telegraphic request Nome Chamber of Commerce. 
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He gave instructions in my presence to retain 
garrison at Nome. 
Called on Postmaster General Burleson - talked 
Alaska politics & Fairbanks Postmaster.  He 
expressed friendly interest in my candidacy & said 
he would ask one of his political friends to come & 
talk things over in detail with me. 
Also saw Sec. Lane.  Urged him to come to interior 
Alaska this summer - told him Henry Dego was in 
town & made date for Dego at 2 o’clock. 

Diary 24 1914 
March 26 

Worked today in preparation of Bill to create the 
Alaska Administrative Commission - 
Com. on Ter. reported favorably on my Bill to 
change the method of taxing Railroads in Alaska. 

Diary 24 1914 
March 27 

Worked all day in the office of the Commissioner of 
the Gen Land office - Hon Clay Tallman, in 
explaining - correcting & getting in shape ray bill, 
H.R. 13487, to amend the U.S. Land Laws - 
establish University, Agri, College ,& School of 
Mines at Fairbanks.  Think I will get a favorable 
Dept. report. 

Attended meeting Com. on Pub. Lands tonight, to 
urge favorable report on my bill, H.R. 10548, to 
authorize N.E. Fishing Co. to purchase their fishing 
site at Ketchikan - a just bill. 

Diary 24 1914 
March 28 

Have just received a very kind and complimentary 
letter from ex Vice President Charles W. Fairbanks, 
expressing his appreciation of my efforts in favor of 
the Alaska Ry. Bill, and concluding with an 
invitation to stop off at Indianapolis and visit him. 

Diary 24 1914 
March 29 

Capt. Wallace Langley, master of the Steamer 
“Tana”, which rampages up and down the Tanana 
river, in Alaska, took dinner with us. 

Worked in office on the bill to Create the Alaska 
Administrative Commission. 
The Washington Herald today had a half page 
biographical sketch with my picture.  It was 
flatteringly complimentary. 
Later I found that the 1/2 page article on my 
services etc. in re Alaska Ry. Bill was a syndicated 
article & was published in a large number of 
newspapers throughout the United States. 

Diary 24 1914 
March 30 

[Blank page] 

Diary 24 1914 
March 31 

Meeting of the Com. on Ter. today to consider my 
bill to cure defects in Chaps. 52 & 54, Territorial 
Sess. Laws first Sess. Alaska.  The Alaska 
Packers Fish lobby was present in full force & as 
each member of the Com. came in they rushed 
forward to shake hands etc. and I soon found that 
they had been making an office to office canvass  - 
the jury was fixed!! 
and the Com. quickly informed me that they would 
favorably report Sec. 2 of my bill - which did not 
hurt the Trust, -but would not favorably report Sec. 
1, which would validate the defective Chapters!  Of 
course, I accepted the inevitable & got 1/2 of what I 
wanted - the rest the Alaska Legis. can do next 
March -if the Trust don’t buy it again!! 

Diary 24 1914 
April 1 

Working in the office today - Much mail, papers, 
etc. from Fairbanks. 
My Ry. speech seems to have made a profound 
impression there - & the last part - the exposure of 
Roden & the “Seven Slippery Senators” put them in 
bad. 
Mr. J.W. Cobb of Juneau, is here - case before the 
Sup. Ct. & also E. W. Griffin of Chena & Baird, of 
Iditarod. 
 
Lost my first tooth today - pretty good for nearly 57 
years. 

Diary 24 1914 
April 2 

[Blank page] 

Diary 24 1914 
April 3 

A meeting of the Com. on Ter. today adjourned 
further consideration of the Alaska Fisheries 
legislation to next December, notwithstanding my 
objections - upon the urgent request of the 
Secretary of Commerce and the personal appeal of 
the Dept. Chief of the Bureau of Fisheries -
supported by the Fish Lobby! 

The Com. permitted me to warn the Lobby that 
they & the interests which they represent must be 
on hand early in December - without fail. 
Am working on my bill for the creation of the Alaska 
Administration Commission - will introduce it next 
week. 

Diary 24 1914 
April 4 

Working on my bill to establish a Commission form 
of Government in Alaska and busy answering mail. 
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Diary 24 1914 
April 5 

[Blank page] 

Diary 24 1914 
April 6 

Called on Sec. Lane this morning about an 
appropriation for an Alaska exhibit at the San 
Francisco Exposition.  He said none could be had - 
that he would not recommend it & thought the effort 
a waste of time, etc. 

Also talked with him about Commission Bill for 
Alaska and he gave me a copy of “Red Tape in the 
Government of Alaska” which he is considering - 
he asked me to take it home - read it - make 
suggestions & return it tomorrow.  I told him I was 
at work on a bill - he prepared the Chamberlain bill 
but said it was a “mere suggestion” -and it certainly 
is nothing more. 
He also said that Sec. Redfield is opposed to the 
“Fisheries” in Alaska being put under a 
Commission & taken from his Dept. 

Diary 24 1914 
April 7 

John H. Cobb returned home tonight via N.Y. . 
Long talk with him before he went about politics - 
He insists that I must be nominated by the 
Democrats - says that Burleson, Postmaster Genl 
told him to bring about my nomination.  We talked 
over the Democratic organization - also the plan of 
opposition to the Alaska Ry. bill by Roden, Bruner 
et. al. 

Diary 24 1914 
April 8 

The Com. G. Land office - will report favorably on 
ray land bill - including second ?? in Alaska . - Ag. 
College etc. 

Went to Post-Master-Genl - office about 
Fairbanks P.O. Examined whole record - 
recommendations strongly in favor of Deal & 
Roper, 1st Asst. told me that as the record now 
stood Deal would be appointed - There are no 
recommendations from Cheney - Roper said he 
would write to him today for his recommendation - 
& would probably make the appt. soon. 

If Cheney does not fight Deal too hard he will be 
appointed. 

Diary 24 1914 
April 9 

Working hard on my bill to establish the 
Commission form of Government in the 
administration of National affairs in Alaska. 
Sec. Lane is strongly in favor of the idea and drew 

a bill which Senator Chamberlain introduced in the 
Senate, but Sec Lane said, in fair criticism of it, that 
it was a mere suggestion of what the bill ought to 
be and not sufficient.  I am trying to cover the case 
fully-  

Diary 24 1914 
April 10 

Working on Alaska Administrative Commission Bill 
- 

Receiving many letters about the Syndicated 
article about myself written by Mr. [?] 

Diary 24 1914 
April 11 

Same as yesterday 

Diary 24 1914 
April 12 

[Blank page] 

Diary 24 1914 
April 13 

Published draft - final draft - on my bill entitled “A 
Bill to establish a commission form of government 
in the administration of national affairs in Alaska, 
and for other purposes.” 
Have been at work on it for several weeks & 
incidentally had to read a list of books on 
“Commission Government in Cities,” etc.  My 
problem was to adapt the plan to Alaska, and I am 
quite satisfied with the job - 

The problem now is to get the support of the 
President, for there will be opposition from some of 
the cabinet officers. 

Diary 24 1914 
April 14 

Prepared clean copy of my bill to establish a 
commission form of government in the 
administration of national affairs in Alaska, & took it 
down to Secretary of Interior Franklin K. Lane for 
his consideration before it is introduced.  I am quite 
satisfied with it, but anticipate that he may suggest 
changes etc. 

Will try & get a favorable report on my Fairbanks 
public Bldg. Bill tomorrow - if I can! 

Diary 24 1914 
April 15 

Secretary Lane returned my bill of yesterday with a 
letter saying that he did not have time to examine it 
now but suggested that I introduce it and he would 
examine it later. 

Well, I put it to him in advance anyway!  
(Governor & Mrs. Strong arrived in Washington 
today). 

Diary 24 1914 
April 16 

To my great satisfaction Gov. Strong called this 
morning at my office & assured me that he wished 
to aid me in every way, while in Washington, in 

 21



Alaska State Library – Historical Collections         Diary of James Wickersham  
MS 107 BOX 4 DIARY 24  Jan. 1, 1914 through Dec. 31, 1914 

securing the passage of bills in aid of Alaskan 
development. 

He is the first Governor of Alaska who ever 
called at my office - Hoggatt & Clark both refusing 
even to call on me -and both did at all times every 
thing they could to defeat legislation for Alaska just 
because I had offered it. 

Gov. Strongs friendly assurances show that a 
new day has dawned for Alaska, for now there is 
co-operation. Good - I like it. 

Diary 24 1914 
April 17 

Dinner last night with General & Mrs. Morton - 
present Mortons, Mrs. Rutter and Mrs. Poindexter, 
sisters of Mrs. Morton, several revenue cutter 
service officers & wives and Mrs. W- & I.  Dinner at 
the Cairo - a beautiful table & many good things - a 
fine dinner. 

Gov. Strong in today & we have gone over many 
things which need attention while he is here.  He 
quite approved my bill for the establishment of 
Commission form of government in the 
administration of National Affairs in Alaska, and I 
introduced the Bill No.     today. 

Diary 24 1914 
April 18 

Am greatly pleased today to receive a copy of 
favorable report from Chairman Ferris, Public 
Lands, being copy of Report from Secretary of 
Interior Franklin K. Lane, approving my Alaska 
Land Law bill No. H.R. 13.487.  It is just as we 
prepared it in the office of the Com. of the Genl. 
Land office, with an addition in favor of the Senate 
bill creating the Alaska Development Board. 
It enables me to go the Com. & urge immediate 
action - still —one Sec. has yet to go to the Sec. of 
Agri. for consideration, but think that will be easy - 
looks now like a down hill pull. 
Gov & Mrs. Strong are to take dinner with us at 
Congress Hall Hotel tomorrow evening. 

Diary 24 1914 
April 19 

Gov. Strong & his wife both do their best now to 
assure me that they are friendly & wish to assist in 
securing favorable action on bills which I have 
introduced for Alaska. 

“Senator” Bruner of Nome is yet here and he & 
the Gov. seem as friendly as ever, and the Gov. 
must know that I appreciate his efforts to assist 
Bruner, Richardson & that crowd to kill the Alaska 

Ry. bill - then pass a Seven Million Appropriation 
for wagon road work in Alaska under Richardson 
superintendency - & then organize a great 
Democratic party cry against me with Henry Roden 
as their candidate to carry the Territory by the aid 
of such appropriation in the name of Woodrow 
Wilson with the active assistance of the Big 
Interests, etc. etc.  See the Scheme? 
But they got licked! 
The Ry bill passed, Richardson was reprimanded 
by the Sec. of War, & Roden wrote his fool letter - 
the people hung him in effigy, etc. “The best laid 
plans, etc. etc. 
[Wickersham wrote across the whole page here] 
Judge Watson of Va. who has charge of my bill to 
change method of taxing Ry. in Alaska will try to 
bring it up tomorrow - he & I worked on the matter 
in my office today. 

Diary 24 1914 
April 20 

Appeared in Supreme Court in small motion for 
John H. Cobb, of Juneau - Case 1006. 
House of Representatives passed a Joint Reso.  
authorizing the President to use Army & Navy 
against Prov. Pres.  Huerta of Mexico.  President 
Wilson delivered a message on our relations with 
Mexico, justifying his request for the use of Army & 
Navy - I would sustain a demurrer to his 
indictment- it was a very weak presentation! 

I reintroduced bill “to amend the land laws of the 
U.S. in their relation to Alaska, etc.  It is the redraft 
made by the Com. of the G. L. O. & approved by 
Sec. Lane. 
Philadelphia Ledger of yesterday had a fine column 
article about my success with Alaska Ry bill - also 
my picture! 

Diary 24 1914 
April 21 

Jack Dalton & wife of Cordova in town. 
The Senate is still talking over the Resolution of 
War with Mexico - dispatches tonight say that our 
Fleet has captured Vera Cruz & the Custom House 
there, so as to prevent the loading of a cargo of 
ammunition from a German vessel for Huerta - & 
that 5 U.S. marines were killed & 21 wounded.  My 
son Darrell is there - on the man of war 
“Minnesota” & his mother is highly nervous in 
consequence. 
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House & Senate both in Session & will pass 
resolution before morning. 

 
War With Mexico! 

Diary 24 1914 
April 22 

[clipping] 
For Alaskan Army Posts. 

Upon the joint recommendation of Secretaries 
Lane and Garrison, the President has withdrawn 
four tracts of public land in Alaska for military 
reservations.  The areas withdrawn are prominent 
points of navigable waters on the Alaskan coast 
having strategic value for the protection of coal 
fields and railroads. 
 
[clipping] 

TRACTS FOR ALASKA TOWNS. 
President Withdraws Areas to Build Set- 

tlements on New U.S. Railroad. 
In anticipation of the settlement and development 

of Alaska, which will take place under the proposed 
government railroad in the territory, the President, 
on the recommendation of Secretary Lane, has 
withdrawn a number of tracts of land which have 
natural value for townsite purposes.  These tracts 
are so distributed as to provide localities for 
settlement along several possible railway routes. 

The withdrawal includes fourteen tracts over 
three possible routes into the interior of Alaska. 
 
War with Mexico!  Our fleet took Vera Cruz today. 
Darrell on the “Minnesota.” 

Diary 24 1914 
April 23 

Gov Strong and I appeared before the Com. on 
Public Bldgs. to favor my bill to appropriate 
$450,000. for the completion of the Federal Bldg. 
at Juneau.  Chairman Clark informed us that the 
Com. had agreed to favorably report my former bill 
in part = $15.000 to purchase a site for public 
building at Fairbanks.  Gov. Strong talked for the 
Appro, of $450.000 for Juneau but the Com. said 
nothing. 

Jack Dalton & his wife took dinner with us this 
evening.  Jack has come on to report on 
Matanuska coal - he got out 1100 tons & has it at 
Knik for government test. 

Gov. Strong & wife have gone to New York for a 
week. 

Diary 24 1914 
April 24 

Deal  was  appointed  P.M.  at  Fairbanks 
yesterday. 
I  am working hard on the 4th Alaska Law Reports. 

Diary 24 1914 
April 25 

Notified Deal of his appt. by telegraph. 
 
Got copies of the Presidents Ex Order reserving 
U.S. Townsites at Portage Bay, Knik, Susitna, 
Healey, Tanana, & Chena  

At Tazlina, McCartys & Washburn, at McGrath. 
Sent copies to Alaska papers & sent telegram 
announcing to Mayor Fairbanks. 

Diary 24 1914 
April 26 

War in Mexico quieting down since Argentina - 
Chili & Brazil undertook Mediation! 
Beautiful Sunday & we went riding. 
Cardinal (red) birds & other of my boyhood bird 
friends are in the thickets & trees. 
 
Deal confirmed Postmaster – Fairbanks Notified 
him by telegraph. 

Diary 24 1914 
April 27 

Consulted with Sec. of Agriculture Houston today 
about those sections 9-12, in my bill H.R. 15870“ to 
amend the United States land laws in their 
application to Alaska” etc. in so far as it related to 
the Agricultural Ex. Station etc. at Fairbanks, & my 
attempt to establish an Agri. College etc. there. 
He Took The Matter Under Advisement. 

Diary 24 1914 
April 28 

My bill H.R. 6279 authorizing the Sec. Treas. to 
purchase additional land for court House site in 
Fairbanks & appropriating $15,000 therefor, 
reported favorably by Com. on Pub. Bldgs & 
grounds - Burnett. 

Diary 24 1914 
April 29 

Chairman Clark, Com. on Pub. Bldg. suggested 
that I give notice & have H.R. 6279 put on 
Unanimous Consent Calendar for Monday next.  
Will do it tomorrow. 
 
Much small business about bills etc. 
Correspondence in office is heavy. Working daily - 
& nightly - on 4th Alaska Law Reports. 
Recd. long letter from Rev. S. Hall Young from 
N.Y. today saying that he had long talk with Gov. 
Strong, who is there, & the Gov. expressed strong 
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friendship & loyalty to me, etc. 
It is hard for the leopard to change his spots! but I 
hope its true. 

Diary 24 1914 
April 30 

[receipt] 
[Received from Hon. James Wickersham  $5.00 on 
account of subscription to Miss Wilson Wedding 
Gift Fund.] 

Diary 24 1914 
May 1 

Copy of the “Memorandum for the Press” issued by 
Sec Lane, 
“Department of the Interior” 
“Office of the Secretary, May 1, 1914” 
The President today appointed William C. Edes 
and Lt Frederick Mears as members of the Alaskan 
Engineering Commission, which is to have charge 
of the location of the railroads in Alaska under the 
recently enacted Alaskan Railroad Bill. 

Secretary Lane, in making this announcement, 
said, “Mr. Edes is at present Chief Engineer of the 
Northwestern Pacific Railroad in California, and 
has for the last twenty-five years been the chief 
locating engineer for the Santa Fe and Southern 
Pacific lines, for which he has located and built 
some of the most difficult mountain railroads in 
California, Nevada, Oregon, Arizona, and New 
Mexico.  “Lieutenant Mears is the Chief Engineer of 
the Panama Railroad and was suggested for this 
work by Col. Goethals.  Before entering the army, 
Lieutenant Mears was an engineer on the Great 
Northern road under John F. Stevens.  These 
gentlemen will proceed to Alaska at once and their 
first task will be the location of possible -routes 
through the Susitna Valley, from the south coast to 
the Tanana river.” (exact copy) (ditto) 

Diary 24 1914 
May 2 

Called at Dept of Interior & met Mr. Edes & Mr. 
Mears, members Alaska Railway Com. 
Proffered my assistance, assured them of my 
earnest support, etc.  Recommended Jack Dalton 
& they asked me to have him call.  I am well 
impressed with both one,  & they told me they 
intended to go to work at once at Fairbanks. 

Recd. telegram from Howard Rolston, from West 
Point, saying he had just passed his examinations 
etc. Good. 

 

Sec. Lane has approved my bill no 15870 ”to 
amend the U.S, land laws in their application to 
Alaska” etc. by a vigorous letter to the Chairman of 
the Com. on Pub. Lands. 

Diary 24 1914 
May3 

I received copies of the Patoka, Illinois Register, a 
newspaper published in the town where I was born 
and lived until I went to Springfield in 1877 - 
containing a 2 column cut of me & a story headed 
“The man of the Hour in Alaska” - and the letter I 
wrote some days ago to Capt. Rodgers. 
It is the syndicate story sent out some time ago, 
but rewritten by the Patoka scribe to give the local 
color.  All in all it’s a very nice story & I am greatly 
pleased with it. 
 
Beautiful day & Debbie & I took a long ride in the 
suburban parks - the birds are nesting & singing - 
red birds, mockingbirds, cat birds, thrush, etc. etc. 

Diary 24 1914 
May 4 

This was “Unanimous Consent Day” in the House. 
We had two bills on & got one, H.R. 11.740 passed 
though with a close call for Willis of Ohio seemed 
determined to object but finally did not at my 
request. 

Our bill H.R. 9770, after long effort, was objected 
to in a spirit of pure wantonness by Stafford of 
Wisconsin, and stricken from the calendar. 

This last was the Railroad tax bill intended to 
relieve the small Ry’s in Alaska, and its present 
defeat was a great disappointment to Joslin. 

Diary 24 1914 
May 5 

Barnum & Bailey's Circus in town. Working in office 
on the 4th Alaska. - on the bibliography of Alaskan 
literature , etc. 

Thomas Riggs Jr. was appointed the third 
member of the Alaskan Engineering Board 
yesterday. 

Thomas is a pretty good surveyor - I am told - but 
does not have any experience in Railroad work. 

I am also informed that the Army Engineers are 
raising a question about the appointment of Lt. 
Fred. Mears on the Alaskan Eng. Bd. because he 
is not of the Engineer Corps Of the Army - as the 
law requires! 

Diary 24 1914 
May 6 

Working in office all day.  Dr. S. Hall Young visiting 
us - Gov. Strong is here again, for a week. 
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Diary 24 1914 
May 7 

Sec. Redfield sent for me this morning to ask me to 
assist him with desired appropriations for 
construction of a coast survey vessel etc. for 
Alaska. 

Rev. S. Hall Young who has been visiting me for 
two days went home. 
Received today from St Petersburg, Russia, a fine 
copy of Tebenkof’s Atlas of Russian America, etc. 
1852, in the old binding etc - it is a clear and 
perfect copy - Prof. F. A. Golder , who is in St. 
Petersburg, Russia, working for the Carnegie 
Institution, bought it for me. 
 
President’s daughter, Ellen, & Sec. of Treas. 
McAdoo married this evening. 

Diary 24 1914 
May 8 

Judge Houston has been trying to get Gov. Strong 
to agree to appointment of one of Houston’s friends 
as U.S. Marshal at Juneau, but Strong cannot do it 
- he is here _.trying to get Bishop of Juneau 
appointed - & has succeeded - and cannot in good 
faith to Bishop consent to the appointment of 
Houston’s friend - Houston insists - Strong 
hesitates & - Houston is getting cross. 
 
Dinner tonight - We had Gov & Mrs. Strong, Genl & 
Mrs. Morton, Senator & Mrs. Poindexter, Mrs. 
Rutter & her daughter Carol, & Debbie & I. 

Diary 24 1914 
May 9 

Woman’s Suffrage parade to the Capitol this 
afternoon was a remarkably interesting affair. 

The Com. on Judiciary of the House has now 
reported both the National Prohibition Bill to the 
House, without recommendation - and the 
Democrats are scared - Hobson is urging the 
Prohibition bill - it means a lot of trouble & much 
political gymnastics for many members to escape 
with their political lives. 

Diary 24 1914 
May 10 

[clipping] 
BIG HAUL IS LIKELY. 
Special Correspondence of Post-Intelligencer. 

FAIRBANKS, Alaska, April 10.- While working on 
the former Horner ground, on Eva creek, from 
which claim Horner & Co. took out $200,000 during 
the two years they operated thereon, Charles Pyne 
and partners ran into an entirely new paystreak.  

The new pay is located in the gravel above the old 
dirt worked out by Horner.  While sinking to 
bedrock Horner ran through a layer of sand about 
six inches thick, and while Payne & Co. were 
tunneling through this old drift to reach some side 
pay which they knew existed they discovered the 
gravel above the sand streak, which together with 
the sand streak, has now settled and lies on 
bedrock.  The new pay averages $6 per square 
foot.  This ground is owned by Wagner, Wheeler & 
Beegler, and if the new paystreak holds out several 
hundred thousand dollars will be taken out this 
summer. 
 
If this paystreak will do what the one under it did -
run across my Eva Creek claim - I will thank it. 
[Wickersham drew a sketch showing relation of his 
claim, Horner’s claim, Eva Creek and the paystreak 
running through the claims.] 

Diary 24 1914 
May 11 

I went before the Com. on Public Lands today to 
get a hearing on my omnibus Land bill, H.R. 15730 
and greatly to my surprise Ferris, chairman & 
others opposed a hearing, alleging the lateness of 
the session, the magnitude of their labors, etc.  
They did not finally refuse to give me a hearing, but 
took it under consideration! 

Well - I'll go to the Senate & get a member of the 
Senate Com. on Public Lands introduce the bill for 
me - 8 try & get it through from that end. 

Diary 24 1914 
May 12 

[Blank page] 

Diary 24 1914 
May 13 

Had long talk with Thos. Riggs, Jr. - found that the 
Commission has divided the work of surveying and 
locating the Ry. to Fairbanks into three sections & 
Riggs has been given charge of location etc. of the 
Fairbanks section. 

He has already turned local matters over to 
“Jedge” Irwin - who always represents the N.C. Co. 

I talked frankly with him about it & warned him 
against committing the administration to a 
partnership with the transportation interests - his 
sympathies are with them but he may not give 
them the advantage - but I think he may. 

Diary 24 1914 Saw Secretary of the Interior Lane this morning 
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May 14 and had a long & very satisfactory talk about 
politics in Alaska.  Assured him that I would 
support the Wilson policy toward Alaska etc.  He 
gave me assurance of friendly support, and gave 
me much satisfaction by what he said in 
compliment of my efforts to assist them in their 
policy towards Alaskan development. 
I also asked him to appoint Ed. Stier, my old clerk 
of court, as land agent in charge of railroad 
townsites etc. On his suggestion of interest I sent a 
telegram to St George at Fairbanks asking if Ed. 
was physically able to take the place. 

Gov. Strong told me this afternoon that he had 
just had a talk with postmaster Genl Burleson _ 
who spoke highly of me - politically & Strong said 
he wanted to talk confidentially with me tomorrow 
about Alaska politics. 

Diary 24 1914 
May 15 

Wrote letter to Sec. Lane today urging the Alaska 
Engineering Commission to survey the route from 
the mouth of the Healy fork of the Nenana river - 
across the divide toward Wood river & straight into 
Fairbanks - thus shortening the line & reducing the 
coal haul one half.  Also sent copy of letter & 
attached maps etc. to H.E. St. George, Pres. 
Fairbanks Chamber of Commerce and urged him 
to get the business men of Fairbanks at work to 
assist in securing that location. 
A location of the line to the mouth of the Nenana & 
the building of a town there will kill both Fairbanks 
and Chena. 

Diary 24 1914 
May 16 

Had a long & satisfactory talk with Gov. Strong 
today. He said that Postmaster Genl. Burleson & 
other Administration Democrats had advised him to 
support me in Alaska for Delegate & he assured 
me that he intended to go back to Alaska and tell 
the Democrats that I was working with the 
administration & had its support & confidence. 
I told him that I intended soon to announce my 
candidacy & in the announcement say that I was 
favorable to and would support President Wilson’s 
Alaskan policies.  We parted in the most friendly 
way - he goes back to Alaska tomorrow. 

Diary 24 1914 
May 17 

Beautiful sunny Sunday. Long ride with Debbie out 
to Bladensburg & Hyattsville. 

Worked in office on Mss. for the 4th Alaska law 
reports - I am trying to get this done before I have 
to go home for the summer. 

Diary 24 1914 
May 18 

In the House all day waiting to reach 2 Alaska bills 
on the call of the Unanimous Consent Calendar, 
but we did not reach either of them.   
 
Was invited to take lunch with Speaker Clark 
tomorrow 

Diary 24 1914 
May 19 

Lunch today with Speaker & Mrs. Champ Clark.  
Present Mr. & Mrs La Follette of Wash. Mr. & Mrs. 
Thomson of Ill, Mr. and Mrs. Mapes of Mich., Mr. 
Howell of Utah, Mrs. W. & I & two or three other 
gentlemen – also Judge Alexander, MC from 
Missouri.  
Lunch in the speakers private dining room on south 
side of the hall. The main dining room for members 
is on north side.  A nice lunch - agreeable company 
- a pleasant time. 
Ever since the passage of the Alaska Railroad bill 
the Speaker has been quite friendly to me. 
 
Favorable report ordered today on my H. J. Res. 
disapproving the mining law passed by the Alaska 
legislature. 

Diary 24 1914 
May 20 

[clipping] 
WICKERSHAM 

LIVE SUBJECT 
BEFORE CLUB 

DEMOCRAT CLUB DISCUSSES 
SELECTION OF DELEGATE 

It remained for Charles Rosenberg, a one-man 
club in the backwoods of Katalla, to start the fire-
works at the meeting of the Juneau Democratic 
Club last night in Gross hall. 

The Rosenberg communication said that the 
sentiment in that neck of the woods was all for 
James Wickersham as delegate. 

J.B. Marshall said the time had come to find out 
whether Delegate Wickersham was to take over 
the Democratic club, or whether the Democratic 
club meant to place any value upon the standing of 
men as representative Democrats. He moved that 
it was the sense that the Juneau clubs not endorse 
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anyone for delegate other than a true and tried 
Democrat. 

Attorney Cobb thought the motion premature. He 
said while in Washington he had heard some 
things which opened his eyes to the importance of 
Wickersham that the administration felt kindly 
toward the delegate; that it was the wish of the 
administration  

Diary 24 1914 
May 21 

[clipping continued] 
expressed by Burleson that Wickersham should be 
returned as delegate from Alaska; that in all 
probability Wickersham would be elected anyway, 
whether the Democratic club endorsed him or not; 
that the delegate would get a $500,000 
appropriation for Juneau federal buildings if let 
alone; that he had been largely instrumental in 
getting through the railway bill, and other 
administration measures; that the expression of the 
Tanana Democratic club against his candidacy 
represented a majority of its 150 members which 
was a small part of the Tanana's population.   

Central Committeeman Cheney made a spirited 
reply, contending that they would rather vote for a 
good Democrat and see him go down to defeat 
than vote for a “man without a country or party.”  
He said he had been in Washington also and had 
talked; with Cabinet members and found that the 
influence of Wickersham was practically nil with the 
administration: just the reverse, in fact, from what 
Mr. Cobb had stated; that he did not wish to detract 
from the credit due Mr. Wickersham for working for 
Alaska measures, but that it was nonsense to claim 
that the delegate was solely responsible for getting 
through all the Alaska legislation passed by the 
administration.  He thought a Democratic party 
which had to shape its sails to catch favoring 
breezes not worthy of the name. 

He was sustained by Attorney Hellenthal and 
others and the club unanimously voted in favor of 
the Marshall motion. 

 
Why don’t Cheney run?    
These “bosses” are scared - think I got ‘em 
skinned. 

Diary 24 1914 
May 22 

Am busy writing the announcement of my 
candidacy for reelection as Delegate in Alaska.  I 
do not want a Democratic nomination - but an 
independent campaign with Democratic support. 
 
[clipping] 
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON PUBLIC BILLS 

AND 
RESOLUTIONS. 

Under clause 2 of Rule XIII,  
Mr. WICKERSHAM, from the Committee on the 

Public Lands, to which was referred the bill (H.J. 
Res. 267) to disapprove an act of the Legislature of 
Alaska, reported the same with amendment, 
accompanied by a report (No. 699), which said bill 
and report were referred to the House Calendar. 

Diary 24 1914 
May 23 

Saw Senators Pittman, Smoot & Poindexter this 
morning & asked them to get the bill through the 
Senate giving Alaska Legislature power to impose 
additional duties on United States officials in 
Alaska.  The bill passed the House May 4. 
 
Got R.R. Hunter appointed cook on the Alaska Ry 
work. Am successful on cooks! 

Diary 24 1914 
May 24 

[Blank page] 

Diary 24 1914 
May 25 

One of Gifford Pinchot’s friends came to see me 
today and asked me to prepare a statement in 
favor of Pinchot in Alaskan matters etc. and while I 
did not refuse I put the matter off without refusing.  
While I have the greatest respect for Pinchot & 
hope he will beat Penrose for Senator in Penn. yet 
I do not intend to put myself in opposition to the 
Democratic candidate - Palmer - for I want to get 
some legislation for Alaska & I must get it from the 
Democrats. 
I owe a duty to Alaska to get legislation - Alaska 
needs it more than even the defeat of Penrose - 
whom we sincerely hope will be defeated - & I do 
not intend to do anything for even my friends that 
will defeat our needed Alaska legislation.  

Diary 24 1914 
May 26 

Have finished my announcement to the People of 
Alaska saying that I will be a candidate for 
Delegate at the Nov. election - upon a platform 
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pledging me to support President Wilson’s Alaskan 
policies & giving him credit for first offering Alaska 
a helping hand. 

Chairman Houston, of our Com. Ter. read my 
announcement & made only one suggestion of a 
minor change. 

Diary 24 1914 
May 27 

Mrs. Wickersham gave a card party today at 
Congress Hall to a party of her lady friends - she 
had a fine time. 
Mr. James Killiher, of Taylor, Alaska - near Nome, 
was in today and I went with him to see the Bureau 
of Chemistry about a better enforcement of the 
pure food law in Alaska -to prevent the importation 
of rotten eggs, butter & meat.  We got some 
promises anyway. 
 
Later wrote strong letter to Bureau of Chemistry 
urging better enforcement of the Pure Food Law in 
Alaska and Inspection at Seattle. 

Diary 24 1914 
May 28 

Went with James Kelliher, of Taylor, near Nome to 
see Secretary Lane this morning about a railroad 
from Port Clarence to his mines! - also took along 
Resolutions, letters etc. from Nome Chamber of 
Commerce in aid of Ry. on Seward peninsula. 

After Kelliher & Lane had done I showed the Sec. 
my letter of announcement & he read & quite 
approved it.  Specially I called his attention to my 
use of President Wilson’s letter as a part of an 
appendix & he distinctly approved that. 

 
Mrs. Jessie palmer Weber, of Springfield, Ill., one 
of Debbies Schoolmates the daughter of Gov. 
Palmer with whom I studied law in Springfield - 
from 1877 to 1880 - is to take dinner with us this 
evening. 

Diary 24 1914 
May 29 

Debbie and I spent the forenoon with Mrs. Weber - 
she is the Sec. of the Lincoln Exhibit from Illinois 
etc. and we took her to see the plans for the 
Lincoln Memorial Building - & the Lincoln 
monument & out to the site -where they are just 
now putting in the foundations. 
 
Dreadful steamship accident on the St. Lawrence - 
“Empress of Ireland” sank drowning 1000 people. 

Diary 24 1914 
May 30 

Decoration Day. 
President Wilson refused to accept invitations from 
the Grand Army of the Republic to speak at 
Arlington - whereupon the G.A.A. asked Champ 
Clark & began to damn Wilson - who announced 
only this morning that he intended to go to 
Arlington to speak!  It was another one of the many 
blunders - not wrongs - but simply blunders, that 
Wilson’s friends are permitting him to make. 
He ought to have been first in celebrating Memorial 
Day - instead of last. 
 
Busy on 4th  Alaska Reports. 

Diary 24 1914 
May 31 

[Blank page] 

Diary 24 1914 
June 1 

Received a telegram from Henry T. Ray of 
Fairbanks as follows: 
“Fairbanks, Alaska, May 31-‘14. 
James Wickersham, Delegate from Alaska. Pratt, 
Driscoll, Groves, Casey, Peoples, Hall, hundreds 
others request by petition you become non-
partisan candidate  imperative announce 
candidacy now account Democratic Convention 
near future suggested you remain Washington until 
adjournment supporters look after campaign 
sentiment overwhelmingly your favor will hold 
publicity pending reply.  Henry T. Ray. 

Answer as follows: 
Henry T. Ray, Fairbanks, Alaska 
Announce that I shall be non-partizan candidate for 
election delegate from Alaska November election. 
Formal announcement coming. 

James Wickersham 
Diary 24 1914 
June 2 

Working on 4th Alaska and trying to get hearing 
before 
House Com. on Ter. on my bill to create an 
“Alaskan Administration Commission”, etc.  Have 
promise for tomorrow. 

Diary 24 1914 
June 3  

Full hearing this forenoon before the Com. on Ter. 
On H.R. 15763.  Being my bill to create a 
commission form of government in the 
administration of National Affairs in Alaska. 
Good record made today & much interest - hearing 
continued till Friday 10 am. 
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Working every hour that I can spare on the Mss. for 
the 4th Alaska Law Reports. 

Diary 24 1914 
June 4 

Called on Senator Myers, Chairman Senate Com. 
on Public Lands and discussed my Alaska 
Omnibus Land bill with him - He agreed to 
introduce it in the Senate for me & then to give me 
a hearing before the Committee.  He expressed a 
friendly intention to help me with it - & I am now 
preparing copies of the favorable reports made by 
Secretary Lane & Houston to the House Com. so 
as to present them before his Com.  

Diary 24 1914 
June 5 

Another Hearing today before the House Com. on 
Territories on H.R. 15.763. “To establish a 
commission form of government in the 
administration of national affairs in Alaska, and for 
other purposes,” introduced by me on April 17, last.  
We now have a full record on the bill & it is being 
printed - Committee adjourned until next Friday - 
12th -when we kill consider what further to do. 
 
Sent Nan $50.00 today - Jennie. 

Diary 24 1914 
June 6 

Finished correcting proof of my hearings of 
yesterday and the record now goes to the Printer. 
Mr. J. J. Crossley, Dist. Atty. Fairbanks, is here & 
will take dinner with us this evening. 

Diary 24 1914 
June 7 

Long automobile ride through Rock Creek Park, 
the Zoo, & the Soldiers Home grounds - and 
around the Potomac drives - beautiful morning – 
Debbie, Mifs McMillan of Hoquiam, Wash. & Mr. 
J.J. Crossley U.S. Dist. Atty. Fairbanks. 

Also working in office tonight on Alaska Repts - 
4th. 

Diary 24 1914 
June 8 

[enclosure] 
1914 

 
Announcement of  

 
DELEGATE WICKERSHAM’S 

CANDIDACY 
 

AND 
 

PLATFORM 

 
ELECTION IN NOVEMBER 

Washington, D.C. 
June 4th, 1914. 

To the People of Alaska:  I shall be a candidate 
for re-election as Delegate from Alaska at the 
November election.  This announcement is made 
upon request of many people in Alaska, and 
because my duties as your representative in 
Congress prevents me from coming home at an 
early date to make it in person. 

In case of my election in November it will be my 
purpose to work for Congressional enactment: 

1. In support of the progressive Alaskan policy 
declared by President Wilson in his 
message to Congress, December 2d, 1913. 

2. To continue appropriations in aid of 
government owned and operated railroads 
in Alaska. 

3. To secure better administrative control over 
railroad and steamship lines in Alaska, a 
reduction of the present confiscatory rates, 
and permanent dissolution of the monopoly 
which has so long controlled transportation 
facilities in Alaska in violation of the 
Sherman act. 

4. To secure an additional appropriation of 
$450,000 for the immediate completion of 
the capitol building at Juneau, and other 
appropriations for other needed public 
buildings in Alaska. 

5. To secure the construction of a safe and 
suitable harbor at Nome, and the 
improvement of Dry strait. 

6. T secure the passage of a fair coal leasing 
bill so the mines may be immediately 
opened for development without monopoly. 

7. To secure appropriations for aids to 
navigation, and for roads, trails and bridges. 

8. To protect our fisheries from destruction and 
monopoly, and to compel them to pay their 
just proportion for the support of Alaskan 
government. 

9. To create the commission form of control in 
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the administration of national affairs in 
Alaska, so that our public lands fisheries, 
coal mines, forests, roads, game, Indians, 
and educational, charitable and penal 
institutions may be managed in Alaska by a 
single commission headed by Alaskans. 

10. To procure the reservation of sections 16 
and 36, in each township of public lands 
surveyed, for the support of common 
schools in the Territory; for a law granting a 
second homestead to those who have none 
in Alaska; for the establishment of an 
agricultural college in the Tanana valley; for 
the survey of all homesteads on unsurveyed 
lands in Alaska at the expense of the United 
States. 

11. To otherwise aid in the general progressive 
policy of the development of Alaska along 
lines approved by her citizens and President 
Wilson. 

In again announcing my candidacy permit me to 
call your attention to the changed conditions which 
now surround Alaska problems in Congress.  For 
the last four years every effort made by your 
delegate to secure sympathetic support for 
progressive laws in aid of the development of 
Alaska was denied.  Alaskans will long remember 
the attempt to pass the infamous Beveridge bill for 
the creation of an appointive carpet-bag legislature 
for Alaska, under the War Department control, and 
the impudent refusal of George W. Perkins to 
permit the construction of a competing line of 
railroad into the Matanuska coal fields and the 
Tanana valley.  How our ports were closed in 
restraint of trade by this same transportation trust 
is told in the recent pleas of “guilty” in the United 
States court at Juneau.  They are as powerful in 
Washington as in Alaska, and in both places really 
had a “free hand in Alaskan matters.” 

But a change came when Woodrow Wilson 
became President.  A western man with Western 
ideas and courage to carry them into execution 
was made Secretary of the Interior, and given a 
“free hand in Alaskan matters.”  The door to 

monopoly was closed; that to conservation with 
use by the people without monopoly was thrown 
wide open, and the rusty wheels of progress were 
put in motion. 

It was not necessary for the delegate from 
Alaska to change his position, his principles or his 
line of effort to secure sympathy and support.  The 
administration changed-not the Delegate from 
Alaska.  With that change in administration your 
Delegate found himself in company with those who 
sought progressive Alaskan legislation.  The 
Delegate introduced the Alaska railroad bill in 
Congress on April 7, 1913, President Wilson in his 
first message to the regular session approved it, 
and thereafter with his active support it became 
law.  His administration procured other progressive 
bills to be introduced in aid of the development of 
Alaska, and those offered by your Delegate have 
met with friendly support and approval.  Today the 
enactment of truly progressive laws for the 
development of Alaska, free from monopoly, is 
being personally urged by President Wilson, and 
occupies first place in his administrative 
programme. 

Alaska and the Pacific coast ought to give him 
and his Alaskan policy unstinted support. 

  JAMES WICKERSHAM. 
63D CONGRESS 
1ST SESSION 

H.R. 1739 
In the  

House of Representatives 
APRIL 7, 1913 

Mr. Wickersham introduced the following bill; 
which was referred to the Committee on 
Territories and ordered to be printed. 

 
A BILL 

TO AUTHORIZE THE PRESIDENT OF THE 
UNITED STATES TO LOCATE, CONSTRUCT, 

AND OPERATE RAILROADS IN THE 
TERRITORY OF ALASKA, AND FOR OTHER 

PURPOSES. 
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President Wilson’s Alaska Message, Dec. 2, 
1913. 

“A duty faces us with regard to Alaska which 
seems to me very pressing and very imperative; 
perhaps I should say a double duty, for it concerns 
both the political and the material development of 
the Territory.  The people of Alaska should be 
given the full Territorial form of government, and 
Alaska, as a storehouse, should be unlocked.  One 
key to it is a system of railways.  These the 
Government should itself build and administer, and 
the ports and terminals it should itself control in the 
interest of all who wish to use them for the service 
and development of the country and its people. 

But the construction of railways is only the first 
step; is only thrusting in the key to the storehouse 
and throwing back the lock and opening the door.  
How the tempting resources of the country are to 
be exploited is another matter, to which I shall take 
the liberty of from time to time calling your 
attention, for it is a policy which must be worked 
out by well-considered stages, not upon theory but 
upon lines of practical expediency.  It is part of our 
general problem of conservation.  We have a freer 
hand in working out the problem in Alaska than in 
the states of the Union; and yet the principle and 
object are the same, wherever we touch it.  We 
must use the resources of the country, not lock 
them up.  There need be no conflict or jealousy as 
between State and Federal authorities, for there 
can be no essential difference of purpose between 
them.  The resources in question must be used, 
but not destroyed or wasted; used, but not 
monopolized upon any narrow idea of individual 
rights as against the abiding interests of 
communities.  That a policy can be worked out by 
conference and concession which will release 
these resources and yet not jeopardy or dissipate 
them, I for one have no doubt; need be no less 
acceptable to the people and governments of the 
States concerned than to the people and 
Government of the Nation at large, whose heritage 
these resources are.  A common purpose ought to 
make agreement easy.” 

 
  “WASHINGTON, DEC. 2, 1913. 

THE PRESIDENT 
The White House, Washington. 
SIR: 

For the people of Alaska I wish you to know how 
deeply we appreciate you cheering message of 
today on Alaskan matters.  We have struggled for 
eight years against a policy of non action and 
restriction of development in that territory, and now 
that one of action and development is inaugurated 
we pledge our active and earnest support to it in 
the spirit of conference and concession suggested 
in your message.  We thank you for opening the 
door of opportunity and prosperity to us and Alaska 
Territory. 

 Respectfully, 
  JAMES WICKERSHAM, 
   Delegate from Alaska.” 
“The White House, Washington. 
   DECEMBER 3, 1913. 

MY DEAR MR. WICKERSHAM: 
Allow me to thank you very heartily for your kind 

letter of December 2nd.  Your generous words of 
approval are most gratifying to me. 

 Cordially and sincerely yours, 
  WOODROW WILSON. 

HON. JAMES WICKERSHAM, 
House of Representatives.” 
 
Sent out copies of my announcements to every 
newspaper in Alaska & to my special partisans & 
also 5 to the postmaster or to some person known 
to me in every post office in Alaska etc. 

Diary 24 1914 
June 9 

Have finished preparing the syllabi on the 4th 
Alaska Law Reports – When George gets to work 
copied it can go on to the West Pub. Co. 
 
We are in receipt of the Hearings on the Bill to 
create a commission form of government in the 
Administration of National Affairs in Alaska - before 
the Com. on Ter. House. 

Diary 24 1914 
June 10 

Sending out copies of my Platform announcement 
to Alaska today.  Also 600 copies of the Agri. Year 
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Book of 1913. 
 
We thought some time ago that Congress would 
adjourn by June 15, but it looks more like Aug. 15 
now! 

President Wilson is insisting upon the passage of 
his Trust bills - & that will take months - without the 
Senate Rules are so amended as to limit debate! 

Diary 24 1914 
June 11   

The political situation in Alaska, so far as I can 
gather from the Alaska newspapers is getting 
rather warm - in other words my enemies are 
industriously at work fighting me -or rather getting 
ready to do it.  The Fairbanks bunch is not 
succeeding very well, but the “Empire” & “Dispatch” 
at Juneau are laying the plan to fight me hard. 

Congress may not adjourn for two months yet - 
and in the meantime I will sit tight & send out my 
announcement & let it go at that. 

I shall watch & wait. 
Diary 24 1914 
June 12   

Am working on a brief to be filed with the 
Comptroller of the Treasury in support of the claim 
of the Territory of Alaska to a percentage of the 
fund paid in from Alaska for sale of timber etc. on 
Forest Reserves.  It is a hard case -  and has been 
decided against us – but the brief is on the appeal 
of the Territory. 

Joslin is back here working on the railroad tax 
laws – trying to overcome the objections & get it 
passed.   
[Wickersham crossed out this whole page and says 
diagonally across it:] 
{wrote in wrong page} 

Diary 24 1914 
June 13   

The Com. on Public Lands, being the general Com. 
for the whole U.S. has more work than it can do - 
my omnibus Alaska Land bill was referred to it, but 
Chairman Ferris tells me it will be impossible at this 
Congress to reach it - so today I cut it up differently 
gave it a new title & re-introduced it & had it 
referred to the Committee on Territories, which has 
little work to do. 
 
[clipping] 
PUBLIC BILLS, RESOLUTIONS, AND 
MEMORIALS. 

Under clause 3 of Rule XXII, bills, resolutions, 
and memorials were introduced and severally 
referred as follows: 

By Mr. WICKERSHAM: A bill (H.R. 17262) 
extending the civil government of Alaska, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Territories. 

 
It was also introduced in the Senate by Senator 
Myers & sent to his Com. on Pub. Lands. 
 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTION INTRODUCED. 

Bills and a joint resolution were introduced, read 
the first time, and, by unanimous consent, the 
second time, and referred as follows: 

By Mr. SAULSBURY: 
A bill (S. 5845) to provide a government for the 

Territory of Porto Rico; to the Committee on Pacific 
Islands and Porto Rico. 

By Mr. MYERS:   
A bill (S.5846) to amend the United States land 

laws in their application to Alaska, and for other 
purposes; and 

Diary 24 1914 
June 14  

[Blank page] 

Diary 24 1914 
June 15    

“Unanimous Consent day” in the House & both our 
Alaska bills - one appro $15,000 to buy the lot at 
Fairbanks for public building and Joslin Ry. tax bill, 
were objected to by Donovan, of Conn. & lost. 
 
Bad luck to him! 
 
Got a letter from F. A. Golden, in St. Petersburg, 
who is sending me quite a bunch of Russian books 
on Alaska – 

Diary 24 1914 
June 16   

Judge Hubbard of Valdes and Judge Watson of 
Nome (both being lawyers & not judges), came in 
to talk etc. today.  Both are greatly interested in 
Alaska Ry. & expressed great satisfaction at the 
success of the Alaska Ry. bill, etc. 
 
Recd, packages of books from Russia - 
“Izeniaminof, Zageskin, Lazaref, Golovin, Markoff, 
Nevelski, Tikhmeinof etc. 

Diary 24 1914 On last Friday I had an agreement with Ferris, of 
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June 17 Okla, Chairman of the Com. on Pub. Lands, that I 
might reintroduce my Alaska Omnibus Land bill & 
have it referred to the Com. on Ter. by leaving out 
some features that were more particularly within 
the jurisdiction of this Com – I did it – H.R.17262 - 
but it seems that he was greatly displeased & had 
Speaker Clark ask today to again refer it to the 
Public Lands Com. upon the ground that I did not 
have out enough! 

He is ugly toward me - & Alaska - and Houston & 
everybody who had a hand in “licking” him on the 
Ry. bill - of course.  I’ll keep quiet & let him alone - 
and say nothing - & wait till he recovers his usual 
good temper. 

Diary 24 1914 
June 18 

Debbie graduated at the Springfield High School - 
34 years ago today. 

She hurt her foot today & it pains her severely - 
We are “cleaning out” the office & finishing up our 
work so that I can go home when occasion offers.  

Diary 24 1914 
June 19 

Got Senator Jones to introduce my bill 
appropriating $15.000 for the for public building at 
Fairbanks in the Senate today as an Amendment 
to the Sundry Civil Appro, bill. He and Senator 
Chamberlain are both members of the Appro. Com. 
& I think they can get it on & if so it will not be 
subject to objection on point of order in the House! 
 
D. A. McKenzie leaves for Alaska today. 

Diary 24 1914 
June 20 

We are getting the office work “up” so that I can go 
when we get Alaska bills done - if ever. 
The President is insisting on Congress putting 
through his “trust bill” programme - and Congress 
is trying to quit to go home - there is much feeling 
about the matter but the Pres is firm and may have 
his way. 
Sec. Lane is also urging the passage of the Alaska 
Leasing (coal) bill, which is not included in the 
Presidents list -and what will pass no one can tell. 

Diary 24 1914 
June 21 

“House” held special session today to hear 
eulogies on “Big Tim” Sullivan of New York - who 
died a year or less ago.  He was a big Tammany 
politician - but had a host of friends in N.Y. 
 
Am at work on newspaper clippings etc. 

Diary 24 1914 
June 22 

On the consideration of the Sunday Civil Appro. Bill 
this evening Falconer of Washington - approves of 
nothing except his wish to make a record of his 
“constits” brought up the subject of “prohibition in 
Alaska”- & told of the horrible conditions brought 
about the liquor there etc. 
I defended very briefly & told the House that the 
“bad whisky” & the smugglers & bootleggers who 
sold it to Indians came from Falconers district etc.  
See Congressional Record of today - for the short 
colloquy - 

All Alaska items in the bill passed without 
objection or debate. 

Diary 24 1914 
June 23 

[clipping] 
Alaskan “Fire Water” to 

Be Suppressed 
The whisky they sell up in Alaska has a peculiar 

effect, according to Congressman Falconer, from 
the neighboring State of Washington, who told the 
House last night that the Alaskan Indians who drink 
“fire water” perform remarkable stunts. 

“They have what is known as “squirrel” and 
“forty-rod” whisky up in Alaska,” said Mr. Falconer.  
“It has an extraordinary effect on those who imbibe.  
It causes men to shin up a tree, clamber up the 
side of a building, and make remarkable jumps.  
We should put an end to the traffic by prohibiting 
it.” 

“I never drank any whisky that would cause a 
man to go up the side of & building,” said 
Congressman Fitzgerald, in charge of the sundry 
civil bill. “I do not believe in prohibition for either 
Alaska or the United States proper.” 

The House was discussing an item in the bill 
appropriating $15,000 to suppress the liquor traffic 
in Alaska.  Mr. Falconer said that instead of 
regulating the traffic, it ought to be abolished, and 
then he recounted the dire effects of “the bad stuff” 
the Indians take. 

Yes, they get most of the whisky from the 
gentleman’s State, said Delegate Wickersham of 
Alaska. 

We are going ‘dry’ in Washington this fall, said 
Mr. Falconer. 
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The House approved the item as written in the 
sundry civil budget. 

Diary 24 1914 
June 24 

[Blank page] 

Diary 24 1914 
June 25 

Called to see Sec. Lane about Ed. Stier - he was 
not in - 10:15 tomorrow. 
Falcon Joslin is back from the West - & starts work 
again on the Ry. tax bill - will get it yet. 
 
George has finished copying 4th Alaska, but we 
must now read proof & make corrections. 
 

Diary 24 1914 
June 26 

Went to see Sec. Lane today about appointing Ed. 
J. Stier, my old clerk at Fairbanks as Special Land 
agent to search titles, make abstracts etc. on 
Railroad Townsites in Alaska.  Mr. Lane said “Write 
me a letter & tell it to me that way” - which I have 
now just done.  Also I talked with Wm. A. Ryan, 
Comptroller of Reclamation Service, - who was in 
Tacoma & Dawson & knew Ed. in both places.  It 
looks like we may “pull it off for Ed. I wrote him a 
letter & sent him copies etc. 
 

Diary 24 1914 
June 27 

Preparing brief on appeal to the Comptroller of 
the Treasury by the Treasurer of Alaska in an effort 
to secure the payment to the Territory of a fund of 
about $40,000 from the Forest Reserve Fund - 
being 25% given to the Territory by law but denied 
by the Sec. of the Treas. on a mere technicality - 
Decision against the Ter. but I am trying to get it 
reversed on appeal to the Comptroller. A hard job. 
 

Diary 24 1914 
June 28 

Worked all day on brief as of yesterday. 
 
[clipping]  

Young Woman Alaska's 
Candidate for Delegate 

 
TACOMA, June 29.- Miss Lena Morrow Leads, a 

young woman with a pleasing voice and 
personality, is the Socialistic candidate for Alaska 
Delegate to Congress to succeed James 
Wickersham.  Belief is growing in Alaska that he 
has a good chance of winning, as the Socialists 

cast the next highest vote when Wickersham was 
elected two years ago. 
The Democrats will probably nominate Governor 
Strong.  He would take many votes from 
Wickersham almost insuring Miss Lead’s election.  
She has been traveling through Alaska forming 
Socialist clubs and winning a great personal 
following while battling for socialism and the uplift 
generally. 

Diary 24 1914 
June 29 

Suspension Day & we passed the Alaska Railroad 
Tax bill - making the tax on Rys one per cent of the 
gross earnings per annum. - but there is no means 
provided for collecting the tax - so that it will 
operate as a general relief to the railroad from 
National tax - except the Income tax which based 
on net earnings - & therefore does not distress the 
small & poor roads. 

Diary 24 1914 
June 30 

Worked all day on 4th Alaska Sorting in 
chronological order & made list of cases. 

Appeared before the Com. on App. Senate & 
presented my facts in support of Bill for purchasing 
1/2 block at Fairbanks for public Building etc. 
$15,000. 
Senator Jones came & assisted me - but the Com. 
thought it did not come within the rule! 

Diary 24 1914 
July 1 

Went over to Senate to get Senator Lam of Or. to 
introduce my Public Bldgs. bill & have it referred to 
his Com. on Pub. Bldgs. - but Senator Jones told 
me that the Senate Com. yesterday agreed, while 
they would not report the bill as an amendment to 
the Sundry Civil App. Bill they would have it put in 
as an amendment on the floor of the Senate - 
which is just as good - so I will not have it 
introduced separately. 
A. C. Brokaw, one of my old Tacoma friends of 
years ago came in to see me today - he now lives 
in Miami, Florida. 

Diary 24 1914 
July 2 

[invitation] 
To meet 

Rear Admiral and Mrs. Fletcher 
The Secretary of the Navy and Mrs. Daniels 

request the pleasure of your company 
on Thursday, July the second 

from five-thirty until seven-thirty o’clock 
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R.s.v.p.  Single Oak 
                                Woodley Lane 

[over the top diagonally Wickersham writes:] 
[Declined – regrets] 

Diary 24 1914 
July 3 

Have been doing what I could to get the Alaska Ry 
tax bill favorably reported in the Senate and am 
informed that it will soon be probably reported & 
passed. 

There are four bills that may get through – The 
Coal Leasing bill. 

The Ry. tax bill, 
The bill amending the organic act to give the 

Legislature power to impose additional duties on 
U.S. Territorial officers, & Fairbanks Pub. Bldg. site 
bill.  
We will begin to have hearings next week on the 
bill to create Alaska Administrative Commission - 
but it will not probably pass this session. 
 

{All four passed!} [Wickersham added later] 
Diary 24 1914 
July 4 

Got a letter this morning from Will. Ryan, 
Comptroller, U.S. Reclamation Service saying -he 
had a talk with Sec. Lane who had practically 
promised to appoint Ed. Stier, Special Agent in 
charge of Alaska Ry. Townsites for me!  Good. 

While the Standpat Democrats of Juneau & 
Fairbanks are trying to get my scalp” the 
Administration here is working with me in the most 
friendly way - and my friends from Alaska write me 
that we can skin the “stand patters” in the Election - 
sure. 
Hope they do. 
For it would be embarrassing to lose mine! 
My Brief to Comptroller of Treasure in support of 
Territory of Alaska's claim for $31,000.00 from 
forest reserves filed. 

Diary 24 1914 
July 5 

Yesterday was what is called a “sane and sap” 
Fourth of July.  No fire works - no noise - no 
parade - no speeches - no red lemonade - no fun!! 

I am glad that I lived in the age before “Fire-
crackers” were looked upon as evil- when boys 
could shoot 'em and yell to their hearts content.  
Now the municipal government gives an exhibition 
of fire works in the Ellipse, south of the White 

House, while the small boy looks on in silence - 
provided his mother lets him go to see this weak 
excuse for a real joy. It's too bad! 

Diary 24 1914 
July 6 

Telegram from Heifner, Seattle, asking me to send 
him photograph of Sec. of Int. Franklin K. Lane & 
one of myself to include in a Seattle book about 
Alaska!   

Sent 'em. 
Diary 24 1914 
July 7 

At odd times o’nights I am writing out my Nisqually 
Notes - scraps and notes made 20 years ago with 
George Leschi, about Indians geographic names 
etc. on Puget Sound.  

Diary 24 1914 
July 8 

The Senate today passed my bill H.R. 9770 to 
change the method of taxing Railroads in Alaska 
and to remit all back penalties: The bill now goes to 
the President for approval. 

I think that is an important bill: it remits the 
excessive criminal penalties against the Nome, 
Port Safety, Valdes & the Fairbanks railroads & will 
permit them to operate freely, something the 
people greatly desire. 

Senator Jones secured the amendment of the 
Sundry Civil Appro. Bill today so as to include my 
House Bill for appro, of $15,000. to purchase other 
half of Court House block in Fairbanks. 
Dinner tonight Raleigh Roof Garden with Joslin, 
Senator Jones, Rep. Houston, Watson, I & two or 
three others - Joslin celebrating passage of Ry. tax 
bill. 

Diary 24 1914 
July 9 

George and I working all day trying to get 4th 
Alaska Mss. ready, but did not finish it. 
 
Twenty years ago today I took out a policy in the 
Wash. Life Ins. Co paid $50.90 semi-annually for 20 
years: have today recd, notice they will pay me 
$1452.99 cash value, & I will accept it and 
surrender the policy. 

Diary 24 1914 
July 10 

Sundry Civil Appro. Bill came to the House today - 
sent to Conference.  Fitzgerald, Shirley & Gillett, 
conferees. Have record showing in favor of my 
Fairbanks public Bldg. site item - Senate 
Amendment No. 11. 

Recd. check today from Pittsburgh Life & Trust 
Co. for $1452.99 cash value of my life Ins. first 
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premium paid to the Wash. Life Ins. Co. twenty 
years ago yesterday. 

 
Debbie went West tonight at 6:15.   She will stop off 
at the Glacier Nat. Park in Montana & have a visit 
with Mrs. McMillan & then go on to Seattle & wait 
for me - I hope to be there in a month. 

Diary 24 1914 
July 11 

Interviewing members of the Conference Com. on 
the Sundry Civil Appro, bill, today trying to 
persuade them to agree to the Senate 
amendments carrying additional appropriations for 
Alaska.  Some results but greatly fear Fitzgerald, 
Chairman who has always consistently voted 
against every Alaska appropriation. 

Diary 24 1914 
July 12 

I am in receipt of a letter from Darrell this morning 
declaring his intention to resign from the navy - and 
regretting that the plucking board refused to permit 
him retire on his application.  He is very excited 
about it & I have today written to him giving my 
consent, but suggesting that he take the advice of 
the captain of his vessel - that may prevent him 
from doing some act which he will always regret. 

I am disappointed, but if he has certainly 
determined to leave the Navy I must be patient and 
make the best of it. I sent his letter to his mother. 

Diary 24 1914 
July 13 

Saw Fitzgerald, Chairman House Com. on appro. 
today in favor of Senate amendments carrying 
Alaska items - but got no satisfaction.  He seems to 
be ugly toward Alaska and is in opposition to all we 
went. 

George & Mr. Morrison & I also at work on 
Bibliography of Alaska etc. 

Fourth Alaska nearly done.  Alaska newspapers 
say that the Erwin-Jennings stand pat Dems, will 
nominate W.J. Burns, of Fairbanks for their 
candidate as Delegate. 

Diary 24 1914 
July 14 

Before Judge Houston, of Tenn. Chairman of the 
Com. on Ter. left Washington last week he asked 
me to see Secretary Lane and get him to ask the 
President to send him (Houston) a letter 
expressing his appreciation etc. at Houston’s 
efforts to pass the Alaska Ry. Bill. 
H- is being opposed for renomination on account of 
his advocacy of the bill & wishes the letter to offset 

his enemies.  I called on Sec Lane this forenoon & 
told him what Judge Houston wished & in my 
presence he dictated a note to the President 
asking him to write the letter to Judge H - as 
wished. 

Called and paid my respects to Mr. Bo Devesney, 
Asst. Sec. Int.  He is from Seattle and I think a very 
good man. 

Diary 24 1914 
July 15 

Working on my Alaska library & bibliography with 
Mr. Morrison & arranging & buying books. 

Diary 24 1914 
July 16 

Same as yesterday - but also today working on 4th 
Alaska 

Diary 24 1914 
July 17 

Forwarded the mss. For the 4th Alaska reports to 
west publishing co. St. Paul, Minn. Today - 
complete. 
 
Am feeling sick,- my stomach has gone back on 
me. Wrote Debbie today - sent her the Ins. Check 
for $1452.90. 

Diary 24 1914 
July 18 

Received a package of letters & official date from 
Darrell today about his troubles in trying to get out 
of the Navy -He wants me to aid him & I suppose I 
will have to do it.  On the matter of his right to be 
retired it seems to me that he is quite within the law 
and justice & he ought to be retired if he wishes to 
be. 

Was very sick yesterday & am today - not serious 
but uncomfortably so - think I will go down to the 
beach & bathe it out. 

Diary 24 1914 
July 19 

Nothing doing - sick & blue - but can’t go west till 
after Alaska bills are settled - probably first week in 
August. 
Think I'll go down to the beach for four or five days 
& have a change of scene & a rest. 
 
[clipping] 
Lo, Poor Uncle Sam!  
[caricature of Wickersham with a big head] 

Delegate James Wickersham of Alaska 
represents one of the most interesting parts of our 
country, a state yet in the making.  On the wall of 
his office is a huge mounted head of caribou which 
he killed, and just opposite – is that of a beautiful 
white goat resembling those of the Alps. 
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On account of the game preservation laws, the 
caribou, which are really what is commonly known 
as reindeer, are increasing in immense quantities, 
so Santa Claus will have no fear of his prancers 
dying out.   

Mr. Wickersham tells a story of an Eskimo which 
fitly illustrates the childlike simplicity of the Alaskan 
native. 

At a store at which this particular Indian got his 
government rations there lived a white agent who 
was fond of a joke, and read a great many of the 
Sunday funny papers.  One day he hung up on the 
wall of the store a humorous cartoon which 
depicted your Uncle Sam as a large party shabbily 
dressed and minus shoes. 

One day an old Indian came in to get a pound of 
bacon and spied the picture on the wall.  For a time 
he studied it intently. 

“Huh, Uncle Sam got no shoes, poor, very poor? 
inquired the Eskimo, with an expression of pity in 
his deep voice. 

The agent in fun replied that the picture repres-
ented a state of fact, that poor Uncle Sam was too 
poor to get any shoes.  Shaking his head sadly, the 
Indian tramped out into the snow.  In two days he 
was back again and laid a small bundle on the 
agent's desk. 

“Me sorry Uncle Sam got no shoes,” he grunted. 
“Me and wife sit up two nights to make these - 
send them to Uncle Sam.” 

The agent opened the package and there lay two 
beautiful moccasins of the softest deerskin, 
wrought in bright colors, fit for an Indian bride. 

The agent promised to send them at once, but 
gave them to a man who prized them for the story, 
while to the Eskimo he donated goods many times 
the value of the shoes. 
 
{Washington Star, today.} 

Diary 24 1914 
July 20 

Went & talked over Darrell’s situation with Senator 
Poindexter & asked him to take up the matter with 
the Navy Department, which he promised to do at 
once. 

Paid my bill at Congress Hall Hotel & left there 

this morning intending to go to the beach for a rest 
- I am sick! - but cannot go on account of Darrell’s 
case. 
The item of $15,000. to purchase the west 1/2 of 
the Court House block in Fairbanks I agreed to in 
the Sundry Civil Appro. bill & will become a law - 
Good! 

Diary 24 1914 
July 21 

Senator Poindexter saw Sec. Daniels & had a long 
talk with him about Darrell’s case.  The Sec. has 
telegraphed to Capt. Simpson of the Minnesota for 
further details - while Daniels is against us - he 
may come around. 

Diary 24 1914 
July 22 

Worked all day — forenoon - in office, at 1 o’clock 
left Washington, via Philadelphia for Atlantic City.  
Have been sick for 2 weeks & Doctor Reeves 
advised me to go to Atlantic City for a rest & sea 
bathing. 

Reached Atlantic City at 6:30 & went to the 
Marlborough - Blenheim Hotel.  Cool & comfortable 
here. 

Diary 24 1914 
July 23 

Resting & bathing. 
Mrs. Cullop, wife of Representative from Indiana is 
here - no one else that I know. 

Diary 24 1914 
July 24 

Same as yesterday – nothing new. 

Diary 24 1914 
July 25 

Same - big excursion from Phil & interior today - 
the boardwalk & beach crowded. 
Am getting lonesome & tired & telegraphed George 
that I would come home tomorrow. 

Diary 24 1914 
July 26 

Cool & rainy. 
 
Left Atl. City at 4:45 in afternoon for Washington. 
Reached Washington 10:25 & went to Continental 
Hotel. 

Diary 24 1914 
July 27 

In office answering mail. Letter from Debbie. 
Sent Darrell telegram saying that a new board of 
examination would go over his case & advising him 
that his Captain can help him greatly. 
Moved to rooms in Y.M.C.A. & will try systematic 
exercise for my hips which are troubling me as they 
have for 2 years in hot weather. 
 
War between Austria and Servia. 
Looks like a general European war may follow – 
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Diary 24 1914 
July 28 

Don’t like my rooms or the situation at the Y.M.C.A. 
but now that I am determined to go home next 
week I will stay there till I go.  I was sick last night 
& nervous & did not sleep - still I feel all right 
except that my legs ache & I fear more trouble with 
them. 

Saw Ferris, Chairman of the Public Lands Com. 
& he thinks that the Alaska Coal bill may not come 
up at this session -thinks he can tell me sure 
tomorrow - I intend to go west about Aug 1-5. 
anyway. 

 
War in Europe. 

Diary 24 1914 
July 29 

I am better pleased with my rooms in the Y.M.C.A. 
building on account of athletics, baths etc.  Think it 
will do me some good. 

Recd, telegram from Darrell today  
“Tampico, Mexico, 

July 28, 1914. James Wickersham, M.C. 
Washington, D.C. 
Captain and doctor both endorsed application 
favorably.  

Darrell.” 
Wrote to Debbie - sent her copies of Senator 
Poindexter’s & Sec. Daniel’s letters & copy of 
Darrell’s telegram. 

Am preparing Alaska Fisheries Bill - will introduce 
& send copies to fishermen in Alaska for criticism. 

Diary 24 1914 
July 30 

Have just received following telegram: 
Valdes, Alaska, July 20, 1914.  

Delegate James Wickersham. 
Washington, D.C. 
Democratic convention here unanimously 

renominate you. Have associated press 
acknowledgement. 

F. M. Boyle. 
 

Valdes convention. 
 

PUBLIC BILLS, RESOLUTIONS, AND 
MEMORIALS. 

Under clause 3 of Rule XXII, bills, resolutions, 
and memorials were introduced and severally 
referred as follows: 

By Mr. WICKERSHAM:  A bill (H.R. 18143) 
providing for a survey and report upon Dry Straits, 
Alaska, and an estimate of the cost of dredging 
said channel, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Rivers and Harbors. 

Also, a bill (H.R. 18144) for the control and 
conservation of the fisheries of Alaska, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on the Merchant 
Marine and Fisheries. 

Diary 24 1914 
July 31 

Gave out press notice today as follows: 
Washington, D.C. July 31.  The Progressive-

Democratic convention held at Valdes, Alaska, 
yesterday renominated James Wickersham the 
present incumbent for Delegate to Congress. Mr. 
Wickersham said: 

“President Wilsons progressive and constructive 
Alaskan policy promises to bring long deferred 
prosperity to Alaska, and to open its natural 
resources to development without monopoly.  It is 
my purpose to aid him in that effort and I am glad 
to have the endorsement and support of the 
progressive democrats of Alaska.” 

Gave copies to the press gallery but do not know 
whether they will give it space or not - war news 
from Europe filling every inch now. 

Diary 24 1914 
August 1 

Mr. Edgar La Fayette McHaney, of Little Rock, 
Arkansas, called to see me today, with Mr. W.S. 
Goodwin, M.C. of that state.  Mr. McHaney is a son 
of W.W. McHaney, one of my grandfathers 
brothers - he is my mothers cousin.  A lawyer, a 
strong, virile young man who will make his mark. 
Am working hard to get the office work up so that I 
can start west next week - there is nothing here to 
hold me except Darrell’s matter & I'll leave that with 
Senator Poindexter, who can do more about it than 
I can anyway. 

Am taking systematic exercises at the Y.M.C.A. 
athletic rooms - to get up steam for my Alaska 
campaign. 

Diary 24 1914 
August 2 

Letter from Debbie today - she is in Seattle & tells 
me she is not strong.  Mother is there with May & 
Lucille. 

Worked in office part of day getting material 
ready for speech in Alaska.  The Democratic 
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Convention is preparing to attack me on the 
delinquencies (alleged) in the Bill creating the 
Alaska Legislature & also on my supposed alliance 
with Pinchot Conservation!! 
Jennings & Troy must have forgotten what they 
wrote me on that Subject and how they sent Daly 
here to boss the bill before the Demo, committee. 

Diary 24 1914 
August 3 

Getting ready to go home on Wednesday - but fear 
that I may not get away on account of the Alaska 
Coal Leasing Bill. 
 
War! War! 
England, Germany, France, Austria, Russia, 
Servia! 
War – War.  
War news is bad - it looks now like a general 
European War! 

Diary 24 1914 
August 4 

I am greatly disappointed - for I had engaged my 
sleeper on the Penn. Ry. & was already to go 
home tomorrow, but it now looks as if the Coal bill 
will certainly come up soon & I cannot go if it does. 
 
Democratic convention is to meet at Skagway 
today & I am greatly interested to know what it 
does - whom it will nominate to fight me. 
(Chas. E. Bunnell, of Valdes, for delegate). 

Diary 24 1914 
August 5 

Cannot go home now - for it is quite probable that 
the Alaska Goal Leasing Bill will come up soon. 
Am working gathering up material for my campaign 
- Sent telegram to Wm A. Parry asking whom the 
Dem. Con. at Skagway nominated yesterday. 

Diary 24 1914 
August 6 

Foster, M.C. from Illinois, today gave me the 
details of the Demo, plans for legislation - the 
Alaska Coal bill will be the second after the bill now 
pending but we may not reach it for a week yet. 
 
Mrs. Woodrow Wilson, The Presidents Wife, died 
at the White House at 5 oclock this afternoon. 
 
Sent another telegram asking for news from 
Skagway. 

Diary 24 1914 
August 7 

Well, what do you think? 
Charles E. Bunnell, of Valdes was nominated at 
Skagway by the Democratic convention for 

Delegate! 
Bunnell is a young lawyer and has long been one 
of my supporters.  He is a resident of Valdes, a 
good man, not forceful particularly and his 
nomination is not a strong one, I feared Falcon 
Joslin or Geo. Grigsby much more than I do him.  
However one must never underestimate the 
strength 
of a young unknown man!  There is strength in 
both those features.   
Wrote to Debbie today. 
Wonder what appt. Bunnell wants? 

Diary 24 1914 
August 8 

House Com. on Mrs. Wilsons funeral. 
 
[clipping] 

Speaker Names Committee. 
Every State and Territory of the United States will 

be represented at the funeral in the committee of 
House members appointed yesterday by Speaker 
Clark.  The Speaker himself will head the 
committee, and will be accompanied by the 
following: 

Representatives Underwood, Alabama; Hayden, 
Arizona; Floyd, Arkansas; Kahn, California; Taylor, 
Colorado; Reilly, Connecticut; Brockson, Delaware; 
Sparkman, Florida; Adamson, Georgia; French, 
Idaho; Mann, Illinois; Dixon, Indiana; Haugen, 
Iowa; Murdock, Kansas; Stanley, Kentucky; 
Broussard, Louisiana; Guernsey, Maine; Talbott, 
Maryland; Gillett, Massachusetts; Samuel W. 
Smith, Michigan; Stevens, Minnesota; Candler, 
Mississippi; Lloyd, Missouri; Evans, Montana; 
Kinkaid, Nebraska; Roberts, Nevada; Reed, New 
Hampshire; Baker, New Jersey; Fergusson, New 
Mexico; Payne, New York; Small, North Carolina; 
Helgesen, North Dakota; Sherwood, Ohio; 
McGuire, Oklahoma; Hawley, Oregon; Butler, 
Pennsylvania; O’Shaunessy, Rhode Island; Finley, 
South Carolina; Burke South Dakota; Sims, 
Tennessee; Stephens, Texas; Howell, Utah; 
Plumley, Vermont; Jones, Virginia; Humphrey, 
Washington; Hughes, West Virginia; Cooper, 
Wisconsin; Mondell, Wyoming; Delegates 
Wickersham, Alaska; Kalanianaole, Hawaii, and 
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Commissioners Rivera, Porto Rico, Quezon, 
Philippine Islands. 

Representative Gordon Lee, of Georgia, was 
named by the Speaker as a special member of the 
committee, he being the member from the 
congressional district where Mrs. Wilson was born. 

 
Got John M. Rankin, Atty. to attend to Erwins 
Nenana Coal contests, as per his telegram of 5th. 

Diary 24 1914 
August 9 

Working in office arranging my Alaskan 
photographs for mounting in books. 

Wrote to Debbie. 
Diary 24 1914 
August 10 

[clipping] 
WILSON FUNERAL 
IMPRESSIVE RITE 

Silent Company, in Flower-Filled 
East Room, Hears Solemn 

Service. 
In a stillness as of death itself, funeral services 

for Mrs. Woodrow Wilson, were said in the East 
Room of the White House at 2 o’clock this 
afternoon.  The service, shorn of every superfluous 
feature, solemn in its rigid simplicity was the most 
awe-inspiring and impressive function ever held in 
the great white mansion, wherein has lived every 
President of the United States since Washington. 

His head bowed in grief, and with his daughters 
beside him, President Wilson was rigid throughout 
the ceremony.  The great East Room was intensely 
silent and heavy with the odor of innumerable 
flowers.  Scarcely the moving of a foot or the 
shifting of a body brought to notice the little 
company assembled behind the President and his 
family.  Outside, an air of quiet stillness pervaded 
the entire city, while Government and much other 
business was suspended. 

Hundreds Watch White House. 
Hundreds gathered about the White House, but 

the broad avenues on three sides of the Mansion 
were almost as silent as the East Room, except for 
the occasional rumble of a street car. 

In the great, high ceiled East Room the company 
assembled shortly before 2 o’clock.  The two 
Congressional committees, relatives and intimate 

friends were placed by White House ushers before 
the President and members of his immediate family 
entered the room.  The President walked with Miss 
Margaret Wilson.  Mrs. McAdoo and Mrs. Sayre 
leaned upon the arms of their husbands. 

Prayer By Dr. Beach. 
Heads were bowed as the Rev. Dr. Sylvester 

Beach, of Princeton, prayed for the departed.  His 
voice, though pitched low, was heard throughout 
the great room.  The Rev. J.H. Taylor, pastor of the 
Central Presbyterian Church, read the scriptural 
service, the nineteenth and twenty-third Psalms, 
the fifteenth and the first chapters of the 
Corinthians, and the twenty-second chapter of 
Revelations.  Dr. Beach pronounced the 
benediction and the service was concluded. 

There was no funeral procession.  Following the 
service, six veterans of the police force, who have 
grown old in the service at the White House, 
carried the coffin through the portals and to a 
waiting hearse.  President Wilson and his 
immediate family in a closed automobile followed 
the hearse to the station.  There the casket was 
lifted into a waiting car, and the President and his 
family returned to the White House.  They will 
remain at the Executive Mansion until a few 
minutes before the train leaves Union Station, at 
4:35 o’clock. 

Prof. Stockton Axson, brother of Mrs. Wilson, 
reached Washington early today and went 
immediately to the White House.  He sat with the 
President’s family during the service and 
accompanied them to and from the station.  He will 
go to Rome, Ga., for the interment. 

Flowers Fill East Room. 
Preparations for the funeral were completed early 

in the day.  Load after load of flowers were banked 
in the East Room by a florist, and a corps of 
assistants was necessary to carry the great 
quantities that poured in during the day.  The 
stream of telegrams and letters of condolence and 
sympathy continued unabated. 

Diary 24 1914 
August 11 

Working on Alaska library, bibliography, photos, 
etc. and waiting for the Alaska Coal Leasing bill, 
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which is the next one to come before the House 
under the Rule, after the Water Power bill. 

Diary 24 1914 
August 12 

Same as yesterday. 

Diary 24 1914 
August 13 

Same as yesterday. 
Water power bill fight on in the House. 

Diary 24 1914 
August 14 

Water power bill going slowly & Alaska bill next. 
Am receiving telegrams from Cordova Chamber 

of Commerce & others urging Alaska Coal bill - 
while I do not approve it I do not intend to oppose it 
- it will pass the House & we can possibly improve 
it in the Senate - or at a subsequent Congress. - it 
is a bad bill! 

Diary 24 1914 
August 15 

Water power bill moving slowly along - it will take 
all next week to finish it - before the Alaska Coal 
Leasing bill can get on the floor for passage. 

La Follette, of Wash, is to have charge of time & 
has given me 30 min. on general debate.  I intend 
to make an effort to get an amendment reserving 
the right of the U.S. to control prices! & will also 
move to strike out the penalty clauses which I think 
will greatly retard development -people will not 
want to take leases with so many threats of 
“felonies” - “forfeitures” & “penalties” 

Diary 24 1914 
August 16 

Am this morning in receipt of a copy of the Juneau 
Empire of Aug 7, which contains the Democratic 
platform as adapted at Skagway.  It is weak! 

Diary 24 1914 
August 17 

[Blank page] 

Diary 24 1914 
August 18 

[Blank page] 

Diary 24 1914 
August 19 

Some time ago the Com. on Pub. Lands reported 
the Alaska Coal Leasing Land Bill favorably.  
Before doing so & while it was before the Com. I 
attempted vainly to get an amendment reserving to 
the U.S. the right to regulate rates or prices to be 
charged for the coal: every effort was defeated - 
but now they are trying to get unanimous consent 
to take up the bill & I am objecting because I want 
time for amendment & the Com. today agreed to 
give me the amendment I want on that score!  If I 
can once get it in the bill it will never come out - it is 
the important part of the law -if I can once get it 
and I will. 

My amendment has been agreed to, today, by 

Underwood & Mann leaders by the Com. & Sec. 
Lane & it now looks as if it would become a law - & 
if it does it is a distinct gain to Alaska and her 
people. 

Diary 24 1914 
August 20 

Waiting. 
 
The war in Belgium - the German-Franco-English-
Russian war is a desperate and bloody one.  If war 
is Hell - warriors are truly devils. 

Brussels has fallen into German hands - and her 
heavy legions are stretching out toward London & 
Paris! 

Diary 24 1914 
August 21 

Same. 

Diary 24 1914 
August 22 

The House is putting the finishing touches on the 
Water Power bill - & the Alaska Coal bill will come 
next - it may get on the floor on Tuesday next. 

I am getting near to nervous frustration - just 
waiting - waiting - waiting! 
Hope to get started home on next Wednesday. 

Diary 24 1914 
August 23 

Hope to get away West on Tuesday evening - but 
probably not until Wednesday evening. 

Diary 24 1914 
August 24 

My 57th Birthday. 
 
My mother is well and happy. 
 
Have reserved sleeper etc. on train for tomorrow & 
next day - & will go west - probably - tomorrow 
night - the next evening sure. 
The Alaska Coal bill will be on the floor tomorrow, 
& as soon as I have done what I can for it – I’ll go 
west. 

Diary 24 1914 
August 25 

House of Rep. passed a Reso. providing for 
enforcing the law against absentees - the loss of 
salary - it applies to M.C.'s & Delegates! 

The Alaska Coal Leasing Bill went over till 
Thursday & I cannot go west before that evening!  I 
am disappointed. 
Dreadful battles on in Belgium between Germans & 
the allies! 

Diary 24 1914 
August 26 

Nothing in Congress on Alaskan Coal Land Bill 
today – 

But Sec. Lane called me to come to his office & 
he urged me to work for the Coal Bill etc. which I 
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promised to do - as I had been doing all the time! 
European War is Hell! 
 

Diary 24 1914 
August 27 

Nothing doing on Alaska coal bill - Congress is in a 
squabble - cannot keep a quorum - and there is 
much bad blood over it. 

Every body is mad - and one roll call follows 
another. I am obliged to postpone my trip west until 
the Coal bill is passed - and I am very much 
discouraged - for it means days yet. 

Sent telegram (night message) to Debbie telling 
her situation. 

Diary 24 1914 
August 28 

Congress - the House - is in an angry frame of 
mind owing to the Underwood move to compel all 
persons members to remain in attendance every 
day on pain of a record showing absence & the 
loss of salary - It has resulted in wrangling, much 
recrimination and personal accusation and 
constant calling of the roll. 

Diary 24 1914 
August 29 

Much quarreling & personal accusations today 
between Underwood & Republicans over bills etc. 

The Alaska Coal bill has been postponed from 
day to day on account of quarreling & bickering but 
we now think it will come up on the floor of the 
House on Monday. 
When it passes the House I intend to go home. 
 

Diary 24 1914 
August 30 

Beautiful day & cooler. 
I am still at the Y.M.C.A. athletic rooms & take my 

vigorous athletic exercises & swimming every day.  
It is doing me much good & will put me in better 
physical shape than I have been in for years. 

Diary 24 1914 
August 31 

The Alaska Coal Leasing Bill was on for 
consideration before the House today - we used up 
all general debate & read the first section before 
adjournment. 
I made a brief statement & was asked many 
questions etc.  It now goes over until Thursday, 
when I expect it will pass the House - then I'll go 
west! 

Diary 24 1914 
September 1 

Have again made reservation of railway 
accommodations for Thursday evening & expect to 
go west then. 

Moved today from Y.M.C.A. athletic rooms to the 

Continental Hotel - opposite Union Depot Square. 
Diary 24 1914 
September 2 

Waiting & getting ready to assist in pushing the 
Alaska coal bill through the House - then me for the 
West. 

Diary 24 1914 
September 3 

Saw 1st Asst. P.M. Genl. this morning - just read, 
letter from Darrell about trouble over discharging.  
Boyers old clerks in Post office at Fairbanks.  I 
stood by Deal & advised Pm Genl. to do so- he 
promised to do it & I sent Deal a telegram to that 
effect. 

Alaska coal leasing bill up again today.  Sec. 
Lane called me up on the telephone & strongly 
protested against my price regulating amendment.  
I did not offer it - but intend to see him tomorrow & 
try and persuade him to yield.  The Com. on Pub. 
Lands has agreed to it, but they backed down at 
once when Lane objected - in short Lane is 
responsible if the bill passes without it. 

Diary 24 1914 
September 4 

Called on sec. Lane early & attempted to get him to 
agree to permit my amendment to the Alaska coal 
leasing bill - to control prices - but he refused- 
suggested that I see Senator Walsh - did & he 
refused. 

Am also endeavoring to get the Senate Com. on 
Commerce to put an amendment in Riv & Harbors 
bill for survey of Dry Straits, Alaska.  Think I'll 
succeed.  Sent telegrams to Wrangell Cham, of 
Com. & to Alaska Bureau of Seattle Cham, of Com. 
asking that telegrams be sent to Senator Simmons 
urging necessity for the survey. 

Pres. Wilson read message today urging 
additional revenue legislation.  Will go home 
tomorrow evening. 

Diary 24 1914 
September 5 

The Alaska Coal Leasing Bill passed today - Lewis, 
of Md. offered an 8 hour amdt. & I spoke in favor 
of. it - it was adopted. 

Got office work all done & I have nothing to 
remain for Left Washington at 6:15 p.m. over Penn. 
Ry. for Alaska.  On train: Senator Cummins of 
Iowa, Rep. Thompson of Chicago & others. 

Writing on train is not well done, as a rule, and 
this follows the rule. 

Diary 24 1914 
September 6 

Arrived in Chicago at 2. p.m. have to wait till 10. — 
8 hours. 
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Walked east on Madison to the Lake front & south 
through the sand lots - baseball etc. and at 5 went 
to theater to see the “Movie” pictures of “Cabiria” 

Left Chicago at 10. on the North Coast Limited - 
“Atsina” 

Diary 24 1914 
September 7 

St. Paul – State Fair on & the city filled with 
parades. 

Across Minnesota & at Fargo, N.D. in evening. 
Diary 24 1914 
September 8 

Beautiful Sept. day on the Yellowstone river. 
Miles City at Breakfast 
Butte at Dark. 
 
Mr. Simon Hauswirth, of Butte, came this far in 

my car.  He is an old soldier & has been at Detroit, 
Mich, attending the Annual Encampment of the 
G.A.R. 
He came to Butte about 1872 & has grown up with 
it - he is a fine old man - a Swiss born, but a typical 
westerner. 

Diary 24 1914 
September 9 

Spokane at Breakfast time - Pasco - Yakima at 2 
o’clock. Saw Margaret Mulrooney on the station 
platform - she sent a package to her sister at 
Fairbanks by me. 

Reached Seattle at 8:15 - on time from Wash, to 
Seattle. Debbie met me at the train also Billy 
Barnett & Howard Cosgrove who invited me to a 
luncheon at Arctic Club on Friday - accepted.  Mr. 
Otto Case, Sec. Commercial Club, telephoned 
invited me to luncheon at Com. Club on Saturday - 
accepted. 

Went to Rainier Grand. Huya, reporter for P-I 
called & gave him interview. 

Diary 24 1914 
September 10 

Debbie & I went over to Tacoma this morning & out 
to inspect our farm in the valley.  We are having it 
cleared - 15 acres more done - and it looks fine. 
We intend to have 70 a. cleared & put into a dairy 
ranch.   

Saw Geo J. Reid he advised me that we have 
$6030.00 in cash in his hands, and one $10.000.00 
and one $4.000.00 loan at 8 opo.  Have 
determined to let contract for clearing 30 acres 
more land at $100. an acre.  Back to Seattle where 
a constant stream of my Alaska friends call to see 
me. 

Mother is living in Seattle with May - is looking 
well & happy. 

Diary 24 1914 
September 11 

Luncheon today at the Arctic Club with Cosgrove, 
Leahey & 20 other business men of Seattle. 
Leahey made a very complimentary address & I 
responded - talked about Alaska Development & 
Seattle’s share in it etc. 
The Alaska Bureau of the Seattle Chamber of 
Commerce has invited me to luncheon tomorrow 
but I have had to decline for I am going north on 
the Mariposa Saturday evening at 9 o’clock. 
Calling on my friends & receiving Alaskans. 

Diary 24 1914 
September 12 

Called on Scott C. Bone, Ed. P.I. - he seems very 
friendly.  Luncheon at Commercial Club & talked 
about Fishery legislation.  300 or 400 members of 
the Club present & seemed greatly interested.  
Called on U.S. Dist Atty. Clay Allen, yesterday, 
who gave me copy indictment, affidavits etc. 
against Booth Alaska Fish Trust. 
Yukon Order of Pioneers gave me a large floral 
piece & speech of welcome aboard the Mariposa - 
we had moving picture photo made. 
Dinner with Mother, May, Jennie, Charlie & Debbie 
& I -then to the Mariposa - & Alaska. 

Diary 24 1914 
September 13 

Sailed last night & this morning we are in Gulf of 
Georgia - fine Seymour Narrows - and late tonight 
through Queen Charlottes Sound. 

Big floral piece given to me by Yukon Order of 
Pioneers in the cabin on the boat. 
[clipping] 

WICKERSHAM AFRAID OF 
COAL LAND LEASING BILL 

Unless the Alaska coal leasing bill is modified in 
many respects before it passes the Senate, it will 
result disastrously for the country, was the opinion 
expressed yesterday by James Wickersham, 
delegate to Congress from Alaska, at an address 
delivered by him to the officers of the Arctic Club.  
Judge Wickersham explained -that the bill practi-
cally will repeal the provisions of the Sherman 
antitrust law. 

He also called attention to the necessity for 
legislation to prevent the destruction of the 
fisheries in Alaska, and expressed the opinion that 
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considerable work will have to be done in order to 
obtain the balance of the appropriation for the 
construction of the Alaska railroad. 

Diary 24 1914 
September 14 

Inside Passage. 
Dixons Entrance. 
Ketchikan at 7 o’clock in the evening.  Was met at 
the wharf by the band & by many friends - went to 
the Revilla Hotel - owned by Chas. E. Ingersoll, 
who was one of my enemies in the first legislature, 
but who seems now to be friendly.  Ed. Russell 
from Juneau Dispatch here - seems to be trying to 
help me - but at the same time the Non-Partisan 
Legis. Ticket Politics here very much involved & I 
am determined to keep out of all local 
entanglements. 

Arrived here too late to make a speech tonight 
but will do so tomorrow night - at Red Men's Hall.  
Bob Oliver & others call. 

Diary 24 1914 
September 15 

Made a political speech last night to a large 
audience - was not satisfied with it - but my friends 
seemed to be.  The matter of fisheries legislation is 
the important one here & there is bitter partisanship 
involved - the fishermen on one side, the cannery 
men on the other.  While I am for the fishermen I 
realize that there are two sides to the controversy. 
Am calling & receiving calls - Both newspapers 
here are treating me in a friendly way. 

Diary 24 1914 
September 16 

Visiting, talking, resting & generally getting 
acquainted with the people and voters of 
Ketchikan.  Have telegraphed to Wrangell that I will 
come there tomorrow. 

The political situation here seems in good shape 
& my friends think I will carry this end of the 
Territory without doubt - I think so too. 

Diary 24 1914 
September 17 

The meeting was an interesting one.  Dr. Jones, 
U.S. Fish. Com. came to town in the afternoon & 
attended. 
I spoke first & carefully avoided the clash, but when 
he got the floor he got into controversy at once 
over the “traps” - fish traps & there was 
disappointment for the fishermen - for he seems to 
favor trap fishing!  Dr. Jones had lunch with me & 
Bob Oliver & his friends had dinner with me. 
 

[clipping] 
The Commercial Club will hold its postponed 

meeting at the Council Chambers this evening at 7 
o’clock instead of the usual hour.  A full attendance 
is requested as Delegate Wickersham expects to 
meet with us.  He has expressed a desire to meet 
all persons interested in the Alaska fisheries, and a 
special invitation is extended to all such to be 
present whether members of the Club or not. 

M.A. MITCHELL, Secty. 
Delegate Wickersham was the guest of honor of 

Bob Oliver for luncheon at his cabin in Newtown 
yesterday. 

Judge Wickersham will leave on the Alki tonight 
for Wrangell where he is scheduled to make a talk 
to the good folks of that town. 

Diary 24 1914 
September 18 

Wrangell 
Reached here this morning - will speak tonight - 
things seem to be favorable to me here - my 
friends say! 
Spoke at Red Men’s Hall to as large an audience 

as can be gathered in Wrangell - good meeting. 
The business men gave me a very enjoyable 

banquet after the meeting at the Hall - banquet at 
Hotel dining room - flower and evergreen 
decorations - large tables filled with good things to 
eat & drink - everybody talked - generally business 
- Dry Straits etc.  Nearly every man present 
publicly proclaimed his purpose to support me for 
reelection.  Banquet was very complimentary & I 
am greatly pleased with my reception here. 

Diary 24 1914 
September 19 

Left Wrangell early this morning on a power boat 
for a trip though Dry Straits, accompanied by Capt. 
Svendseth & Ed & Mrs. Russell.  We went through 
Dry Straits on a rising tide & thence through 
Frederick Sound to Petersburg at head of Wrangell 
Marrows. 

Lunch at Petersburg with Judge and Mrs. Rivard. 
- spoke from bandstand in public street at 4:30 to a 
good audience - everybody in town. 
Dinner at Webster’s Hotel & caught the “Jefferson” 
as she came through on way to Juneau. 
Mrs. W- remained in Wrangell this morning & came 
on “Jefferson.” 
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Diary 24 1914 
September 20 

Arrived at Juneau this morning at 10 a.m.  Went to 
the “Alaskan Hotel.”  Meeting many of my friends, 
etc.  Here is my real battle ground for here the 
Democratic organization is in full force & well 
organized.  Also the Republican organization is ii 
league against me & I am forced to depend on 
individual supporters - but I will start an organi-
zation of my own. 
 
Sep 21, 1914 

This afternoon I was invited to come over to the 
Treadwell Mines - met Bradley, Mgr. & was invited 
to come back and speak at their club rooms on 
tomorrow evening – accepted visited around 
Douglas.  Elks Carnival at Juneau – attended 
quietly & informally - Called on Gov. Strong - He is 
friendly - but discreet. 

Diary 24 1914 
September 21 

Called on Gov Strong & many others.  Busy 
shaking hands & renewing acquaintances.  The 
“Dispatch” - Ed Russell’s paper is supporting me - 
the Empire is fighting me. 
 
Writing on opposite side of this Sheet should be on 
this side – written on the other side by mistake.  
[see Sep 21, 1914 above] 
 

Valentine drunk & did not come home to dinner.  
Cobbs present. [addition to next page, Sep 22, 
1914] 

Diary 24 1914 
September 22 

Spoke at Treadwell – fine audience - but as I felt 
obliged 
not to talk politics it was a tame speech. 
Visited Alaska Gastineau mines tunnels etc. with 
Russell & Thane. 
 
[clipping]  

WICKERSHAM 
TO SPEAK AT 
TREADWELL 

DELEGATE ARRIVES ON 
HIS CAMPAIGN TOUR. 

Wickersham declares Juneau Will secure Public 
Building Appropria- 

tion. 

WICKERSHAM DATES 
At Treadwell this evening. 

At Lyric Theatre, Douglas Saturday evening. 
At Elks hall, Juneau, next Monday evening. 

 
Judge James Wickersham, serving his third term 

as delegate to congress from Alaska, arrived in 
Juneau Sunday morning, having campaigned at 
Ketchikan, Wrangell, and Petersburg.  Judge 
Wickersham is accompanied by Mrs. Wickersham 
who goes as far as Valdez, returning to Tacoma 
while the judge continues his campaign in the 
interior. 

Judge Wickersham announced at Ketchikan his 
independent candidacy for re-election next 
November.  Although he is the nominee of the 
independent Democratic convention at Valdez, he 
does not admit he is a Democrat, only so far as to 
endorse the Wilson administration's Alaska 
policy. 

On Tuesday night Judge Wickersham speaks at 
the Treadwell club at 8 p.m. to the Treadwell mine 
employees, an invitation to speak having been 
tendered him by the board of directors of the club.  
At midnight he leaves on the steamer Georgia for 
Sitka, returning on the same steamer to reach 
Douglas in time to speak at the Lyric Theatre on 
Saturday night.  His Juneau speech will be 
delivered at Elks hall on Monday evening.  The 
women are invited to attend all the meetings, which 
with the exception of the Treadwell address, will be 
political.  

Judge Wickersham is sanguine the $450,000 
appropriation for the Juneau public building will 
pass Congress this winter and also speaks 
favorably for an appropriation for the Juneau-
Douglas Island Bridge, a project urged by the 
citizens to increase traffic between the Gastineau 
cities. 
Judge and Mrs. Wickersham are quartered at the 
Alaskan hotel during their stay in the city. 

Diary 24 1914 
September 23 

Left Juneau this morning just after 12 o’clock on 
the Steamer “Georgia” - in Funter Bay at 7:30 a.m.  
Nothing here but several big cannery buildings -
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Thlinket cannery - & an Indian village, great single 
rock with Indian grave on top. [sketch by 
Wickersham labeled {Indian grave or High rock, 
Hoonah}] 
Excursion Inlet - Canneries & the SS “J.G. Lindsay” 
at the dock. 
Hoonah - met Bevans, etc. fine bay. 
Gypsum at dark.  Met Mr. & Mrs. Mosier Supt. 
gypsum mines 1 ½ mi. back, tram road, big wharf 
etc.  Have met many men on boat & at the landings 
& think the day well spent. 
Beautiful weather - sunny & the sea like a pond. 

Diary 24 1914 
September 24 

Reached Sitka at 1 o’clock today - met at the wharf 
by the old sourdoughs – flag & all - The mayor - 
Shoup, & others. 
At 4 o’clock I spoke to an Indian audience - visited 
the Indian schools - Museum etc. 

Tonight I spoke to a large audience at the public 
Hall.  Fine meeting & things look good here. 
Dr. Goddard, Arthur G. Shoup, Mills, and the 
business men generally seem to be with me. 

A group of men going to the Chichagoff Mines 
attended my meetings & promise to carry that 
precinct for me.  A good trip! 

Diary 24 1914 
September 25 

Left Sitka at 4 o’clock this morning on SS Georgia 
on return trip to Juneau.  Reached Sitka Bay at 11 
o’clock -Kilisnoo later & spent an hour examining 
the Fertilizer plant - Saw Kootznahoo Ind. village - 
Tenakee at 6 in the evening. 

Found a lot of old “sourdough” friends at Tenakee 
& we held a public meeting in one of the cigar pool 
table Halls - big crowd & much good feeling.  I 
spoke 30 min. & think my trip here did much good.  
Hugh Day, Snyder, Missouri Bill & others. 

Diary 24 1914 
September 26 

Head of Excursion Inlet at breakfast time.  Beautiful 
day - going home. 
Reached Juneau at 5 o’clock - dinner & then went 
over to Douglas & delivered a speech to a good 
audience at the Lyric Theater. 

Altogether I am satisfied with the outlook so far - 
Things seem o.k. but I am never sure until the 
votes are counted. 

Diary 24 1914 
September 27 

We took dinner at the Executive Mansion with 
Governor & Mrs. Strong tonight [Tablecard 

enclosed] Present: Governor & Mrs. Strong, Mr. 
John W. Troy, Mr. & Mrs. Beherends, & we. 
Afterward Mr. & Mrs. Rustgard & Mr. & Mrs. Smith 
came in.  Mr. LeFevre was invited but not hearing 
well went to the Cobb’s instead & missed our 
dinner.  It was a pleasant occasion & we both 
greatly enjoyed it - Debbie especially. 

Diary 24 1914 
September 28 

My big speech tonight at the Elks Hall was a 
success and I am greatly pleased! 
A large and appreciative audience filled the hall & 
balconies to overflowing & the occasion passed off 
to my entire satisfaction. 

John Reck, Mayor of Juneau, presided & 
introduced me & several other prominent citizens - 
Valentine, Cobb, Wolland, Judge Grover Winn & 
others sat with me on the stage. 

Diary 24 1914 
September 29 

Visited the Alaska - Juneau Mines this forenoon 
with Mr. Bradley & a party of Juneau business 
men.  It is a wonderful beginning of a great mine - 
but only the first tunnels - the prospecting. 
Am busy “fixing my fences” - politically - calling on 
my friends etc.  My, but how Troy squirms in his 
“Empire” - editorials. 

Diary 24 1914 
September 30 

Long talk with Gov. Strong - we exchanged 
assurances of aid to each other in procuring proper 
legislation for Alaska, 

The Juneau Democratic Club removed my friend 
Cobb from his office as Sec. of the Club and 
elected Tom Coles in his place! 

We left Juneau tonight on the “Northwestern” for 
Skagway - Things are in as good condition here as 
I can hope to get them. 

Diary 24 1914 
October 1 

Reached Skagway this morning & went to the 
“Golden North” - visiting with my friends. 
Speech tonight at “Elks Hall.”  My speech at Elks 
Hall tonight was delivered to what Dr. Keller says is 
the largest audience that Skagway has gathered 
for years - it was well received & my friends say I 
will carry Skagway by a good big majority.  Mrs. Le 
Fevre – 77 years old is making a good fight for me 
here & is doing some good.  Skagway Alaskan is 
“boosting” for me daily.  People here are very 
friendly. 

Diary 24 1914 Telegraphed to my friends - H.B. Bautes and W.B. 
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October 2 Stout - at Haines - went over on gasoline boat - 
held big meeting in Arctic Hall. 
Much enthusiasm - especially when I “roasted” the 
Democratic Club, etc.  Went on buggy ride up 
valley road north of Haines with Jim Vogel - many 
small farms starting along shore. 
My friends assure me of a majority here - Visited all 
business places & with my old friend Col. Sol 
Ripinsky. 

Diary 24 1914 
October 3 

Came back to Skagway today on the Humboldt.  
S.S. with Capt. Baughman.  Went into the cannery 
on the north arm - he loaded a large number of 
cases of salmon at cannery & we reached 
Skagway at 6 p.m. 

Visiting around – “mending political fences” etc. 
 

Diary 24 1914 
October 4 

We left Skagway at 10. am today on the SS 
“Mariposa” for Seward & points westward. 
Passed out through Icy Straits at dark - rough! 

Diary 24 1914 
October 5 

Bobbing up and down on the ocean headed for St. 
Elias. 

Reached Cordova late this evening - 9 or 10 
o’clock – Harry Thirsted, Dr. Chase, and other of 
my friends met me at the wharf & I accompanied 
them from the wharf to the Rainier-Grand Hotel, 
where all my friends gathered & gave me a friendly 
reception. 
Spent two or three hours discussing the political 
situation & then they conducted me back to the 
boat - & we sailed for Valdes. 

Diary 24 1914 
October 6 

Valdes about 9 oclock and many of my friends met 
me - we went to the Seattle Hotel - Days place - 
where my friends gathered in a friendly mob & I 
spent two or three hours talking & consulting with 
them.  This is Mr. Bunnells home town by my 
friends are numerous and enthusiastic. 

Left about noon for Seward - stopped at Ellemar 
for an hour - but out in the stream & I did not see 
anyone. 
Reached LaTouche after dark - went up to the 
bunk house store & saw as many people as 
possible. 

Diary 24 1914 
October 7 

Reached Seward this morning at 1:45 a.m. & went 
to the Seward Hotel kept by our friends the 

McNeileys. 
Found many friends - who arranged a public 

meeting for me in the Court Room at 8:30.  A large 
crowed - appreciative and enthusiastic greeted me 
& my speech was well received.  Judge Brown & 
the Court officials - a fine crowd present and I am 
greatly pleased at my reception. 

 
Mrs. Frank Ballaine gave a reception to Mrs. 
Wickersham this afternoon - all the ladies in 
Seward present. 
 
Dinner with the Sextons. 

Diary 24 1914 
October 8 

Busy today doing politics.  Dr. Dagget presided at 
my meeting last night & the Democratic Club - of 
which he is President - removed him as its 
presiding officer - today & elected a new one!! 

Things look good for me here & I feel that I am 
sure of a majority at the election.  Court is in 
session & there are people here from all parts of 
the division - it has afforded me a fine opportunity, 
to get in touch with this part of the country. 

Many other candidates here - for Territorial 
Legislature. 

 
Dinner with Saners tonight 

Diary 24 1914 
October 9 

Edes, Mears & Riggs, members of the Alaska 
Engineering com. engaged in locating the 
government Railways are in Town & will go on the 
boat with me today as far as Valdes. 

Left Seward this afternoon - am very much 
pleased at the political condition here - will carry 
Seward by a good majority & have been able here 
to see my friends from Knik, Kodiak, & other points. 

Called at LaTouche - have some good friends  
here. 

Diary 24 1914 
October 10 

Valdes & Debbie went on down to Seattle on the 
Mariposa - while I will “do” Valdes & Cordova & 
then go up the Copper River Ry to Kennecott & 
McCarthy & then from Chitina overland to 
Fairbanks. 

Visiting, talking politics etc.  Am at Phoenix Hotel 
kept by Dr. Van Gunther. 

John Frame, Ed. “Commoner” & my friends think 
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I have a good show to carry a majority of the vote 
here.  

Diary 24 1914 
October 11 

The “Pioneers” held an afternoon “smoker” in their 
hall & I was invited - delivered an address on civic 
life in Alaska which seemed to please them. 
It was a large gathering of old time friends & I 
enjoyed it. 

Dinner with Dr & Mrs. Boyle.  Called on Mr. & 
Mrs. Frat - she was Mrs. Hattie Strouser they used 
to talk about us like vipers - if vipers talk. 

Diary 24 1914 
October 12 

Well, this has been a big day - My speech tonight 
at the Elks Hall brought out the largest crowd I ever 
saw in Valdes - the ladies were prominent.  The 
Hall was crowded - 600 present.  My speech was 
enthusiastically received & hundreds came to 
shake hands and assure me of their support. 

Diary 24 1914 
October 13 

The Republican organization here is fighting me 
viciously & the “Prospector” - the opposition paper, 
is republishing my old Birch-Jarvis correspondence 
which has now served them in the 4th campaign. 

Out with a crowd of the “Boys” - visiting saloons 
& working politics - Betting here even & strong in 
my carrying Valdes. 

The “Alameda” came in late this afternoon - she 
will go to Knik & I’ll go to Cordova on a launch & 
wait a week. 

Agreed with my friends to appoint young Mr. 
John Meals cadet to Annapolis. 

Diary 24 1914 
October 14 

Left Valdes at 5 o’clock this morning on the little 
power boat Katalla Queen.  Capt. “Tim” Marcum.  
We reached & left Ellamar at 9 o’clock. 

Well! when off Knowles Head - half way to 
Cordova we struck a “sou-easter” & it threw our 
little gasoline launch around - put the engine out of 
order - got us in the trough of the sea - the engine 
stopped & we came near drifting on the rocks & 
being wrecked. 
Capt. “Tim” got the machinery moving, however, & 
got back into safe waters & finally refused to go 
further & brought us back to Valdez. 

We stopped for an hour at Ellemar & visited my 
friends there. 
Am at Phoenix Hotel, Valdes, tonight. 

Diary 24 1914 My friends are angry at the unjust & unfair charges 

October 15 & criticism of the Valdes “Prospector” & have called 
another public meeting for tonight at which I am to 
“roast” those who are “cussing” me. 

Later: We had another big overflow public 
meeting in the Elks Hall tonight & again I spoke to 
a large & enthusiastic crowd of my partisans and I 
did myself proud in pounding my local opponents 
much to the delight of the crowd. 
My friends are greatly delighted & take all bets 
offered - about $1500. that I will carry Valdes over 
Bunnell. I am pleased with my speech—. 
Am waiting for the S.S. Alameda to come from the 
Westward so that I may go to Cordova. 

Diary 24 1914 
October 16 

Waiting for Steamer. 
Walked up to Glacier - 3 miles back of town and up 
to the first bench - fine weather. 

Have promised my friends here to support young 
John Meals, to Annapolis - but Dr Boyle & other 
physicians & occultists who have examined him 
doubt if he can pass the physical examination on 
account of defective eyesight. 

Telegram from Dan Sutherland saying that I will 
carry the Nome division without doubt. 

Diary 24 1914 
October 17 

Left Valdes early this morning on the “Alameda” - 
reached Cordova at 1:30 & tonight had a good 
meeting in the Theater building - there were 
probably 300 people present but to save my life 
could not get a response - it was my lack of good 
oratory & no lack of friendly feeling. 
Took in the town & visited all public places etc. 
Am at the Rainier-Grand - kept by my friends 
Thisted & Ross - 
Town looks friendly and my friends tell me I will 
carry the poll here by a fair majority. 

Diary 24 1914 
October 18 

A beautiful sunny Sunday - 
We will go up the Copper Riv. NW Ry. in the 
morning - speak at Chitina and McCartys & 
Wednesday will start across the trail to Fairbanks 
on Bob Sheldon’s automobile on Thursday. 
Lunch today with Mr. & Mrs. Cannavan, friends 
from Fairbanks who live here & work on the C.R. & 
N.W. Ry & dinner this evening at Jack Daltons with 
his mother in law, the baby & Al. Lowe. 

Diary 24 1914 Left Cordova over the C.R. & N.W. Ry.  Many 
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October 19 ducks, geese, eagles flying on the Copper river 
flats.  When we reach the Copper River & thence 
up, it was beautiful, clear sunny weather.  Childs & 
Miles glaciers fine. 
Reached Chitina 2 o’clock- Held big public meeting 
at the A.B. Hall - 200 presents a fine meeting.  
While I have active opposition here I have many 
friends 

Groves from Fairbanks is here & Buck Hoyt from 
Gulkana.  I have agreed to go to Fairbanks with 
Bob Sheldon, otherwise I would go with Groves.  
Am at Commercial Hotel run by my friends Jack 
Palmer & Horace Leach. 

Diary 24 1914 
October 20 

Left Chitina this morning on the C.R. & N.W. Ry for 
Kennecott & McCarthy. 
Visited Concentrator at Kennecott & McCarthy.  
Visited Concentrator at Kennecott Glacier, spoke at 
Blackburn to a shall but enthusiastic audience at 4 
o’clock & to fine but larger but equally as friendly 
an audience at McCarty at 8 in the evening. 
Visited with the Ry men & the miners & am 
assured of a big vote in the Chitina country. 

17 school children lined up at my meeting tonight 
carrying a banner inscribed: 
“Mr. Wickersham, we are for you: are you for us? 
we want a school house.” 
I promised to aid them by an appeal to Gov. Strong 
- & took the banner to carry to him. 

Diary 24 1914 
October 21 

Returned to Chitina today from McCarty, greatly 
pleased with my trip. I am impressed with the 
Chitina country - its mining prospects - its wide 
expanse, streams, forests etc. 

My friends assure me that I will carry a large vote 
there.  Have made a good canvass of Chitina but 
think it is doubtful if I carry a majority here. 

Horace Leach & wife have been particularly 
friendly to me. 

Diary 24 1914 
October 22 

Left Chitina this morning at 6 o’clock in Bob 
Sheldon’s automobile for Fairbanks. Roads frozen 
- rough - hard & making fine time.  We passed 
Tonsina & Willow Creek.  Stopped an hour at 
Copper Center & reached Buck Hoyts at Gulkana 
this evening for the night. 
It was a gray wintry day - but Mts. Blackburn, 

Sanford, Wrangell & Drum stood up in wintry array. 
Find my old friends along the trail still for me and 

always ready with friendly greeting. 
Recd telegram today from Wikidel Valdes saying 

“Prospector” denouncing me for failing to aid in 
Dyke bill of two years ago - sent him telegram 
pointing out page & date in Cong. Record. 

Diary 24 1914 
October 23 

Fine run today from Gulkana to “Yost” on summit of 
Delta pass.  Fog covered the Copper river valley 
but we climbed above it at Mier's Road House & 
had a glorious sunny day with fine view of the 
Alaska range & high mountains. 
Breakfast at “Sourdough” Rd. H. with Mrs. Yeager - 
Paxons & Yosts at night – 
 
My friends in Fairbanks are keeping track of our 
journey from day to day so they will know when to 
expect us in Fairbanks. 

Diary 24 1914 
October 24 

Late start from Yost this morning - broken spring & 
auto out of order but when we did start we went 
fast.  Rapids Rd. for dinner - Donnelly’s & 
McCarty’s at the mouth of the Delta where we 
crossed the Tanana on the ferry at 6 o’clock.  We 
then ran on to Richardson - 94 miles today over 
generally rough but hard roads. 

How glad I am to be in the beautiful Tanana 
valley again! it is inspiring - I love it. 

Diary 24 1914 
October 25 

This was a day of pleasure to me.  We started from 
Richardson at 7 o’clock - sending telegram of our 
departure to Henry T. Ray, Fairbanks.  Roads solid 
& better & we made good time, crossed Salcha 
River on ferry & took dinner at Munson’s. 
Arrived at Nine Mile Rd. House to find a large 
crowd of my friends - 17 automobiles - a band and 
150 men, women & children waiting to welcome 
me. 
They formed a procession & escorted me home - in 
Fairbanks with much enthusiasm & some noise 
even if it was Sunday.  The people in town turned 
out & gave me a friendly enthusiastic reception. 

Diary 24 1914 
October 26 

Am at home - in my own house - It is warm and 
comfortable & I will get a cook - John Conna - & 
stay here.  Am working with my partisans arranging 
an itinerary of the Creek & will tomorrow start out 
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making public speeches. 
Have had electric lights turned on & a telephone 
put in the house & am rested & ready for work in 
the campaign. 
The newspapers here are daily filled with editorial 
& news items about the Election.  The Times is 
bitter against me while the News Miner is my 
partisan, The Citizen (weekly) is against me while 
the Socialist paper is defending me – 

Diary 24 1914 
October 27 

[clipping] 
Speaking Dates 

Delegate Wickersham will address the electors of 
Fairbanks and the creeks on the following 

dates at the places named. 
{Tuesday: Fox.   Wednesday: St. Mathews Fair.} 

THURSDAY, Oct. 29 
At Olnes, at 7 p.m. 
At Chatanika, at 9 p.m. 

FRIDAY, Oct. 30 
At Cleary, at 8:30 p.m. 

SATURDAY, Oct. 31 
Fairbanks, at 9 p.m. 

SUNDAY, Nov. 1 
Fairbanks Creek, at 8 p.m. 

MONDAY, Nov. 2 
At Chena, at 3 p.m. 
At Ester, at 7:30 p.m. 

Diary 24 1914 
October 28 

Last night I spoke to a meeting at Fox precinct on 
Goldstream.  For Fox it was a large meeting and I 
received a fine reception. 

Tonight I spoke at the St Mathews (Episcopal) 
Fair - I talked on the subject of Alaska books - & 
then visited the Fair. 

Diary 24 1914 
October 29 

This evening at 7:30 I spoke at Olnes, and at 8:30 
rode on a handcar to Chatanika & repeated my 
speech - to good & enthusiastic audiences at both 
places. 
Visited the old placer creeks - Dome, Vault, 
Goldstream & Cleary - inspected my quarts 
prospects (?) on Fox. 
Am making a special effort to defeat Tom. 
McGowan - against the advice of my friends who 
think I will lose votes by it - but he stands for 
everything I do not - and intend to fight him on 

every platform – 
Diary 24 1914 
October 30 

Came to Cleary today from Chatanika & tonight 
spoke to a good friendly crowd in the A.B. Hall. 
People are very friendly to me at all places and 
assure me of their support. 

At the Cleary Creek Roadhouse - the old house 
built by Tony Nordale in boom days - and now run 
by Tom 

 
[clipping] 

DELEGATE SPEAKS 
AT CLEARY CITY 

Meeting, Similar to Those 
on Other Creeks, Held 

Last Night. 
To a Cleary City audience, last evening, 

Delegate Wickersham and two of the candidates 
for the legislature delivered addresses, which were 
practically the same as those delivered at the other 
meetings held on the various creeks during the 
week.  The crowd attending the meeting last 
evening was about 175, or a few more than 
appeared at the Chatanika rally on the previous 
evening. 

J.E. Morrison presided over the meeting and 
introduced the speakers.  The party is expected to 
come to town today. 

Diary 24 1914 
October 31 

My big meeting tonight - at the Auditorium Theater 
was a success - in point of numbers enthusiasm & 
friendly greeting.  I did not disappoint my partisans 
- it was a splendid audience.  I am greatly pleased 
with it & with its friendship. 
 
[clipping] 

FAIRBANKS, ALASKA, SATURDAY, OCTOBER 
31, 1914 

WILSON ENDORSES BUNNELL 
The Times, Fairbanks.  Valdez, Alaska, 
October 30, 1914 

Charles E. Bunnell, the regular Democratic 
candidate for delegate to congress, received the 
following message this evening from President 
Wilson: 

 The White House, Washington, D.C., 
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October 30, 1914 
Charles E. Bunnell, Valdez, Alaska. 

May I not upon the eve of election send you my 
greetings and express my earnest hope that you 
will be sent to my support by the people of your 
territory. 

(Signed)  WOODROW WILSON. 
Diary 24 1914 
November 1    

Last night I attacked the N.C. Co. for putting Tom 
McGowan into the field as its candidate for Senator 
to the Ter. Legislature and told of its contract of 
monopoly with the White Pass Co. – no denial is 
made by or for it in this mornings “Times” – which 
comes back at me editorially in the weakest way 
imaginable – it is a confession of its weakness and 
my victory. 
The Presidents telegram to Bunnell has fallen flat. 
– here at least. 
Will go out to Fairbanks Creek today to speak 
tonight. 

Went to Fairbanks Creek with Ganstad & Collins, 
candidates for the Legislature - through Engineer 
Creek - Goldstream - up Pedro, across the range & 
down Fairbanks Creek to 7 above where we had 
supper then to 3 above to speak. 

Diary 24 1914 
November 2 

Meeting at Fairbanks Creek last night was a fine 
one -70 miners - and they seemed glad to see me 
though it was a hotbed of Socialists. 

Today we went to Chena - to Ester siding then 
walked to Chena and visited all the people there - 
then walked across the hill to Ester City & made a 
speech there to a friendly audience. 
It is beautiful clear weather - no snow - clear & cold 
with the big northern moon riding high in the 
heavens. 

Returned to town by automobile & visited the 
pioneers monthly meeting there. I was royally 
received. 

This marks the end of the Campaign - tomorrow 
is Election Day. 

Diary 24 1914 
November 3   

Election Day 
Clear, cold - no snow & fine roads.  The Elections 
returns are in so far that it seems sure that I am 
elected by a majority vote over both Bunnell and 
Brooks. 

I carried Valdes by 99 majority over Bunnell - who 
lives there - that does me much good since my 
friends there win the bets offered by Richardson & 
others that he would beat me there. 
Nome gave me a bad vote - but Fairbanks district 
gave me such a big majority that it will carry me 
through safely - 1 o’clock - a cheering crowd of my 
friends have just come & I thanked them in a 5 
minute talk. 

Dinner this evening with St Georges & a group of 
friends. 
[Wickersham wrote diagonally across the page] 
I voted today - the non-Partisan ticket - myself at 
the head for delegate. 

Diary 24 1914 
November 4 

Am receiving Congratulations today. 
 
[clipping] 

Following is the vote for delegate as received 
from the several divisions up to the time the 
telegraph office closed last night” 
Division   Bunnell Brooks
 Wickersham 
First Division  1024 91 1477 
Second Division  534 116 741 
Third Division  727 147 762 
Fourth Division  668 431 1698 
Totals   2953 785 4678 
 
Sent telegram to Debbie; Dinner tonight at 
Peoples. 

Diary 24 1914 
November 5 

Returns coming in from all directions and I am 
perfectly safe with a good majority in each division. 
While Nome and Juneau towns gave a small vote 
against me the country and creek precincts gave 
me majority enough to give me a majority in the 
division. 

I am most pleased at defeating Tom McGowan, 
democrat, for Senator in this division.  He is the 
N.C. Co.s attorney - agent and strong (arm) man, 
and his election would have given the Big Interests 
the control of the Territorial Senate.  I fought him in 
every speech & took his opponent, O.P. Gaustad 
with me and put him forward & talked specially for 
him at every place. 
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Diary 24 1914 
November 6 

Am beginning to “slow down” for my throat is worn 
out from speaking (and, speak it low, from too 
much smoking) and I must rest up ready to go back 
over the trail.  Congress convenes in Dec. and I 
want to be there. 

Talked to the school children & their fathers and 
mothers tonight at Eagles Hall about the necessity 
for an organization of a School System in Alaska 
and promised to do what I could etc. 
Dinner tonight with Mr. & Mrs. Crossley - 
McCanleys and Edgar & Lizzie present. 

Diary 24 1914 
November 7 

Am working on my private affairs now so that I may 
go out on the stage about the 15th. 
Giving a Dinner at my home tonight - it is Henry 
Rays birthday. 
Invited Henry T. Ray, Bill McPhee, Bill Casey.  
W.A. Kenyon & Ed. Stier - old Sourdoughs - all, 
and jolly good fellows. 

A fine dinner - John Conna my old negro friend - 
now my cook did it & we all enjoyed it - 
Attended Red Cross Ball for an hour. 

Diary 24 1914 
November 8 

A clear cold day - no snow on the ground yet this 
fall the roads are frozen hard & the traveling is fine.  
It is just good clear fall weather. 

Dinner tonight with Mr. & Mrs. Frank Clark - of 
the Red X drug store - present Mr. & Mrs. 
Thompson (Ed. News-Miner) & Mr. & Mrs. St 
George & Henry T. Ray & I - a good dinner – 

Diary 24 1914 
November 9 

At work on my private affairs getting in shape to go 
outside. 

Am at home & people are coming to see me 
about all kinds of things - political and otherwise. 

Dinner this evening with Mr. & Mrs. Morton E. 
Stevens. 
 
Met with the Fairbanks Chamber of Commerce 
tonight in the court House - talked to them about 
matters of interest to Fairbanks and gave them a 
“roast” for not getting more active in the work of 
building up their town.  Big attendance & they 
seemed to like it. 

Diary 24 1914 
November 10 

Steady grind of receiving people and talking 
business. 

Much talk and some criticism about my talk to the 

Chamber of Commerce last night.  Full reports in 
the papers. 

 
Dinner tonight with Mr. & Mrs. Heilig - Ray present. 

Diary 24 1914 
November 11 

The Times come back at me in this morning issue 
in an editorial entitled “Undeserved Criticism” - but 
if it can show where it has even given me any aid it 
is more than I can do. 
Let them squirm. 

Thompson of the News-Miner & O.P. Gaustad, 
Senator elect to the Territorial Legislature came 
down to talk over Newspaper finances – nothing 
agreed on. 

 
Went out to see the Gordon & Stirling Fox Farm - 
an enclosed plant for domesticating and raising 
foxes and other fur bearing animals for market. 
 
Dinner tonight with Mr. & Mrs. McCauley – present 
Crossleys, Edgar & Lizzie & I. 
 
Went over and had a long talk about political 
conditions with shrewd Dr. Bradley- 

Diary 24 1914 
November 12 

Working on mail & waiting for the stage. 
Dinner tonight with Mr. & Mrs. Robt. Geis & their 

four fine children.  Edgar and Lizzie. 
 

[clipping]  
FULL PROGRAM 
IS ANNOUNCED 

Ladies Make Full Prepara- 
tions for Big Event at 

Auditorium. 
TOMORROW EVENING 

Receiving Committee Nam- 
ed-Other Portions of 
Program Announced. 

Those in charge of the big reception and dance 
to be given at the Auditorium tomorrow night in 
honor of Delegate James Wickersham are pushing 
preparations rapidly to completion.  Mrs. J.A. 
Healey will act as chairman or presiding officer for 
the evening and in addition to the general reception 
committee named the other day, the following 
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receiving committee has been chosen:  Mrs. 
Edward Wickersham, Mr. and Mrs. O.P. Gaustad, 
Mr. and Mrs.  Guy B. Erwin, Mr. and Mrs. E.B. 
Collins, Mr. and Mrs. A.R. Heilig and Mr. and Mrs. 
W.T. Burns. 

Following a selection by the orchestra Hon. O.P. 
Gaustad and Hon. W.T. Burns will make short 
addresses.  Then will come a solo by Mrs. Harry 
Cloes.  A speech by Hon. E.B. Collins is scheduled 
next and then a recitation by Margaret Volkman.  
At its conclusion Delegate Wickersham will make a 
few remarks and a male quartette will close the 
program. 

Dancing will follow as announced, ending what is 
believed will be a most successful affair in every 
detail in which the women of the Tanana valley will 
prove their ability to conduct a public reception with 
Alaska’s delegate as the center of attraction. 

The reception hour has been set at 8:30 sharp 
tomorrow night.  An admission of a dollar will be 
charged for the men attending, with no charge for 
ladies. 

Diary 24 1914 
November 13 

Busy today on fixing up some of my mining 
matters.  Called at the Hospital & also on Father 
Monroe. Dinner tonight with Hess's. 
 
[clipping] 

IN MR. BUNNELL’S 
OWN HOME TOWN 

VALDEZ, Nov. 13.-The vote of the scattering 
precincts now arriving show that in the Third 
division Wickersham polled 1,585 votes and 
Bunnell 1,000.  The Wickershamites elected their 
legislative ticket with the exception of one 
Representative-Hubbard to the Senate and Day, 
Noon and Tansy to the house, the Democrats 
electing Holland to the house. 

Diary 24 1914 
November 14 

[clipping showing corrected returns for Fourth 
Division to date] 
 
Reception & Good Bye tonight at the Auditorium - 
under the patronage of the Ladies. 

Diary 24 1914 
November 15 

It was a fine Reception & Ball last night. 
 

[clipping] 
LEGISLATIONS ARE  
GIVEN RECEPTION 
Big Crowd on Hand to Wish the Successful 
Candidates 
Good Luck in Their Work-Delegate Wickersham,  
Senator-Elect Gaustad and Representative Collins 
De- 
liver Short Addresses-Mrs. J.A. Healey Presides. 

As a farewell reception to Delegate Wickersham, 
and to wish the successful candidates to the 
legislature good luck in their undertakings at 
Juneau, 200 people of Fairbanks were in 
attendance last evening at the meeting held under 
the auspices of a number of women of the district.  
In addition to the speaking by the delegate and 
legislators, a short musical and literary program 
was rendered, and was greatly appreciated by the 
enthusiastic audience. 

The opening number on the program was a 
selection by the orchestra, after which Mrs. J.A. 
Healey, who acted as presiding officer, stated the 
purpose of the meeting.  She said that the election 
was over and the gathering was in no sense a 
political meeting, but simply a social occasion, in 
which she hoped everybody would join, to 
encourage the delegate and the territorial 
legislators in the work they had before them. 

O.P. Gaustad, senator-elect, was the first 
speaker introduced.  He spoke but briefly, stating 
that he would do all in his power to further the 
interests of the Fourth judicial division.  He cut his 
remarks short, saying that he was sure those 
present would rather be dancing than listening to 
anything he could say. 

Mrs. Harry Cloes rendered a solo, which was 
received with such hearty applause that she was 
forced to respond with an encore. 

Following the solo, E.B. Collins, speaker of the 
first territorial house of representatives, and re-
elected to the legislature spoke briefly of the work 
performed by the first legislature, declaring that it 
was not as thorough as might have been hoped 
for, but as it was human to err, he hoped that the 
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second session would prove more successful and 
that a number of laws would be passed which 
would prove beneficial to Alaska.  He pledged 
himself to do all in his power for an election law. 

Following Mr. Collins, little Miss Margaret 
Volkman delivered a recitation, and when given an 
encore, gave a toast to “Our Jim,” which met with 
great applause. 

Delegate Wickersham was called upon then and 
for the greater part of a half-hour entertained the 
audience with anecdotes of his experiences in the 
north and at Washington.  He also urged the 
audience to help him as much as possible in 
furthering the interests of the territory. 

Among the stories told by the delegate was one 
concerning an incident which occurred during his 
first days in Alaska.  He said that when he arrived 
at Eagle he found there a young lady who had 
come all the way form the East to marry a man 
residing at the upper Yukon town.  Upon her 
arrival, however, it was found that the minister was 
away, and there was no none there with legal 
authority to perform a marriage, and therefore the 
couple were compelled to wait.  The delegate said 
they were about the most anxious couple that 
could be found anywhere, and when they 
discovered that they had the legal authority, as 
United States district judge, to perform the 
ceremony, they fell over him in happiness. 

The audience also was delighted with his reading 
of Service's poem, “The Cremation of Sam 
McGee.”  Mr. Wickersham said that the poem was 
the hit of a banquet given by him in honor of 
Congressman Houston of Tenn, shortly after the 
railroad bill passed. The Tennessee congressman 
was highly pleased with it, owing to the fact that 
McGee was declared to be from Tennessee. 

Following the speaking, an informal reception 
was held by the delegate and legislators, after 
which dancing was indulged in until a late hour. 

Diary 24 1914 
November 16 

Packing, paying my bills etc. 
Visiting my friends for we go on the morning stage 
tomorrow. 
Lizzie has invited company for dinner this evening: 

Mrs. Lizzie Wickersham, Mrs. Healey, Mrs. Dr. 
Aline Bradley, Mrs. Thompson, Mrs. Cloes & Mrs. 
Clark - they are the ladies who did the work in the 
reception Saturday night. 

Pioneer meeting - where they presented Bill 
McPhee with a beautiful & valuable watch job. 

Diary 24 1914 
November 17 

Left Fairbanks to 10 a.m. on the Auto Stage with 
Bill McPhee and George Hutchinson, passengers 
for the coast. 
So far, this fall, no snow, no rain - nothing but 
beautiful clear cold bracing days & nights in the 
Tanana valley.  Not colder than 12 degrees - & that 
only once - fine weather & hard roads. 
Little Jack Martin - 10 years old, is in our auto - his 
mother & sister are in another which accompanies 
us - and John Joslin & wife (Mrs. Davis, of the 
Columbia Hotel)  & another single man are in the 
other auto - 8 & 2 children. 

Diary 24 1914 
November 18 

At Richardson, Samuelson Rd. last night & today 
we reached the McCarty crossing of the Tanana at 
the mouth of the Big Delta - crossed & are waiting 
for the two autos from the coast which will take us 
from the point. 
No bridge - no ferry - and passengers are 
transferred here in a canoes & we must wait for the 
coast autos. 
Bob. Sheldon & his other driver arrived here late 
this from the coast - Bob. loaded the women - 
children Joslin’s & 1 man & left at 7 o’clock tonight 
up the Delta. 
McPhee, Hutchinson & I will occupy the other & 
smaller auto & will remain here till morning & then 
go.  Roadhouse not bad – 

Diary 24 1914 
November 19 

We left McCarty Roadhouse at 7 o’clock this 
morning & made fine time - caught up with the 
other auto at McDavitt’s (or the Miller ) Rd. - storm 
of snow - hail - sleet Reached Yosts for the night. 
Trail hard, solid, but rough.  We are all standing the 
trip well.  Not over 2 inches of snow anywhere on 
the trail. 

Diary 24 1914 
November 20 

From Yosts, to Sour Dough today. 
No snow - trip across Summit Lake & across 
Gulkana Lake fine - like a boulevard - ice hard & 
free of snow. 
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We are at Sour Dough Rd. tonight.  Mother Yeager 
is in old Circle City, Dawson friend of McPhees and 
gave us a fine chicken dinner. 
 

Diary 24 1914 
November 21 

From Sour Dough Rd. to Kinney Lake Rd. - 
between Willow Creek & Tonsina.  Fine weather & 
hard but very rough road. 
[enclosed official road mileage table; 15 miles 
shorter in winter; probably because of travel over 
lake ice; Total distance in winter between Chitina 
and Fairbanks given as 306.6] 

Diary 24 1914 
November 22 

We came into Chitina today.  Stopped for an hour 
at Tonsina Rd. kept by Mr. & Mrs. Jake Nefstead. 
Went to the Commercial Hotel & am in my room of 
a month ago. 
Trip from Fairbanks here 320 miles - rough but 
solid roads - not to exceed 3 inches of snow at any 
point & not more than zero weather. 
A beautiful trip & devoid of hardship, danger & 
great interest. 

Diary 24 1914 
November 23 

The train goes only twice a week to Cordova and 
will go down tomorrow morning at 8 o’clock a.m. 
I am visiting renewing my friendships & thanking 
my friends here for the support they gave me. 
They have announced a reception & dance for 
tonight and I am to make a few minutes talk. 
Today is Col Bill McPhee’s 64th birthday and I am 
giving him a dinner at 6:30 before the Reception, 
which does not begin until 8:30  I have invited Bill, 
Geo. Hutchinson, Leach & wife, Palmer & wife, 
Mrs. Nefstead & myself. 

Diary 24 1914 
November 24 

Came down to Cordova today on the Copper River 
& Northwestern Ry. leaving Chitina at 8 o’clock. 
The officials had attached a special observation 
care & gave us the use of it - beautiful day - no 
wind & we enjoyed the fine views of Mts. Wrangell, 
Sanford & Blackburn -the Woods Canyon - Miles, 
Childs Baird Heney & other glaciers the great Iron 
bridges across the river - the flats etc. 
Clear sunny day - a good trip & we are all tonight at 
Garry Thirsted’s Hotel in Cordova - the Rainier 
Grand. 

Diary 24 1914 
November 25 

Resting up - am more tired now than on any day of 
my 10,000 mile campaign trip from Washington 

B.C. to Fairbanks & back again - 700 miles by 
automobile over rough trails in Alaska. 
Attended “Eagle” ball for an hour – many pretty 
girls -but as I am too old to dance I do not remain 
long at such places. 

Diary 24 1914 
November 26 

All my companions from the Fairbanks trail –
McPhee, Hutchinson, McBrien, Mr. & Mrs. Joslin 
etc - went south this morning on the S.S. “Admiral 
Evans” but I have determined to wait for the 
Mariposa & stop off at Valdes for a day or two. 
Dinner tonight with Mr. & Mrs. Canavan - & Mifs 
Ebersole, old Fairbanks people. 
The Cordova Chamber of Commerce has invited 
me to a banquet on tomorrow evening - accepted. 

Diary 24 1914 
November 27 

[dinner invitation] 
[front] 
Complimentary Dinner to 

HON. JAMES WICKERSHAM 
Alaska’s Delegate to Congress 

Given by the Citizens of Cordova 
Under the Auspices of the 

Chamber of Commerce 
 
Friday, November 27, 1914 
At Slater’s 
Cordova, Alaska 
 

[inside front] 
Menu 

Martini Cocktails 
Salted Almonds  Queen Olives 

Shrimp Salad 
Haut Sauterne 

Stuffed Turkey, Cranberry Sauce 
Mashed Potatoes    French Peas 

Veuve Cliquot 
Vanilla Ice Cream 

Assorted Cake  Nuts and Rasins 
Coffee       Cigars 

 
[inside back] 

SHORT TALKS 
-By- 

Dr. W.H. CHASE 
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Rev. J.L. McBRIDE 
GEORGE DOOLEY 

E.V. BOYLE 
CASSIUS M. FRAZIER 

 
GEO. C. HAZELET, Toastmaster 

 
[back cover] 
[Wickersham wrote names of people] 
Fred Galsbumer 
Edward F. Medley 
Will Clapon 
A.E. Lathrop 
Bartely Howard 
Charles Kitsman 
G.R. Higginson 
Seth Bloofer 
Edgar Bathcard 
Chas. Goodall 
C.H. Packard 
A.J. Adams 
 
The Cordova Chamber of Commerce gave me a 
fine banquet cordial & friendly reception this 
evening.  The town, railroad & chamber officials & 
business men seemed to think the election is over 
& they all tried to be friends etc. 
Things here o.k. 

Diary 24 1914 
November 28 

Some of my rough neck friends were disappointed 
that the Chamber of Commerce banquet last night 
prevented them from hearing me speak so the 
Eagle Hall tonight was filled at a “Smoker” - Geo 
Dooley did the honors & I talked 10 minutes. 
It was fast and furious & they all seemed to enjoy 
it. 
Dinner tonight with Rev. J.L. McBride, Pres. 
minister - Mr. Caleb Corser & Mr. Copper - 

Also was invited to the Cupid Club dance at Red 
Dragon [?] rooms & spent an hour there with Harry 
Thisted. 
My boat tomorrow  for Valdes. 

Diary 24 1914 
November 29 

Rested all day - Some calls - Mariposa in at 6 
o’clock - went to Theater with Thirsted & on board 
the boat at 11 pm bound for Valdes. 

My visit to Cordova has been very agreeable & I 
am pleased to have made it. 
Got a complete file of the Newspapers - the 
“Cordova Alaskan” for my historical library. 

Diary 24 1914 
November 30 

Reached Valdes this morning at 8 o’clock - am at 
Phoenix Hotel kept by my old friend Dr. Von 
Gunther. 

Big reception tonight at Eagle Hall - filled to over-
flowing - Dr. Boyle presided & Senators Hubbard & 
Rep. Day spoke - then Judge Spencer U.S. Dist. 
Atty - & then I spoke on my Congressional 
Programme for Alaska - It was a fine reception and 
pleases me exceedingly. 

Here was the hardest fight in the Territory against 
me led by Richardson & the Tillicum Club, but my 
friends won -both the election and their money. 

Diary 24 1914 
December 1 

Slept till noon 
Banquet tonight by my friends in my honor at one 
of the principal restaurants. 

Banquet was quite a success - in point of number 
& good fellowship - but no speechmaking - much to 
my relief. 
Have promised to appoint young Ed. Rucker cadet 
to Annapolis in place of young Meals who now 
declines. 

Diary 24 1914 
December 2 

Left Valdes at 4 p.m. today on the Mariposa.  
Judge Brown, Judge Spencer, U.S. dist Atty & 
others on board.  Have told Judge Spencer that I 
would support him for U.S. Dist. Judge at 
Fairbanks. 
Reached Cordova at 11 pm & visited with my 
friends for an hour or two.  Boat will leave here 
about 2 a.m. 

Diary 24 1914 
December 3 

Crossing from Hinchenbrook to Cross Sound fine. 
Calm & beautiful & nearby view of Cape St Elias. 
Good trip today. 

Diary 24 1914 
December 4 

In Cross Sound this morning - the sun gilds the 
mountains on which Muir glacier rises & the bay & 
golden mountains make a grand & inspiring 
picture.  At Juneau about 2 o’clock. 

Juneau:  Saw Valentine & had a good friendly 
talk - he is delighted over the result of the election 
& I thanked him for his friendship, support & the 
management of my S.E. Alaska campaign.  Saw 
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Rustgard who promised to attend to the McCarthy 
school matter for me.  Also saw Ed. Russell of the 
“Dispatch” - had only an hour but put it in thanking 
my friends for the result of the election. 

Diary 24 1914 
December 5 

Reached Ketchikan & saw Heath, Ed. of the Mail & 
also Rivard of the “Progressive”.  Saw Hunt & 
Austin my Ketchikan manager.  Had an hour with 
them & we talked over the future work of our 
political group. 

Diary 24 1914 
December 6 

Crossed Queen Charlottes Sound - first rain of the 
trip this evening. 
It has been a beautiful trip so far. 

Diary 24 1914 
December 7 

We reached Seattle at 3:30 afternoon - met at the 
wharf by Dan Sutherland, Bill McPhee, John Long 
and more of my friends & went to the Hotel Frye.  
Good many Alaskans called - Had Dinner with Dan 
Sutherland & Dan Driscoll - the latter went to 
Portland on the 11 p.m. train. 
Jack Mahalsick is here too. 

Diary 24 1914 
December 8 

Dan Sutherland went to Tacoma this morning with 
me. With Charlie Peterson we went out & 
inspected my Puyallup farm - clearing etc. fine. 
Dinner in Tacoma with Oscar Ashby & friends - 
back to Seattle tonight & had dinner with Mr. & 
Mrs. Dan Sutherland. 

May called me up & am pleased to find Mother 
here & will go out & see them in the morning. 

Diary 24 1914 
December 9 

Saw Mother & visited today in Seattle.  Dinner 
Lunch with Arctic Club friends etc.  Left Seattle on 
7:10 p.m. N.P. Overland for Washington. 

Diary 24 1914 
December 10 

Spokane at breakfast 
Idaho-Mont, etc. 

Diary 24 1914 
December 11 

Way out in Montana and N. Dakota along the old 
Lewis & Clark trail. 

Diary 24 1914 
December 12 

St. Paul 3 hours late & in Chicago at 11:55 just in 
time to catch the Penn. train for the East. 

Diary 24 1914 
December 13 

Had to change trains at Pittsburgh at 5:05 this 
evening & must wait till the 11 o’clock through train 
to Washington. 
Went to the “Fort Pitt Hotel,” Pittsburg for dinner. 
Excellent music, good dinner, & a beautiful hotel 
generally.  I am just wondering what my old 
ancestor of 120 years ago looked like when he tied 

his canoes or flat-boat to the bank in front of Fort 
Pitt and loaded his small outfit for the voyage down 
the Ohio river to the Boone country in Kentucky. 
He was probably dressed in homespun - his wife in 
linsey - woolsey and his outfit probably consisted of 
the aforesaid wife & children, some dogs, a squirrel 
rifle and an axe.  What a change between the Fort 
Pitt waterfront of that day and this. 

Diary 24 1914 
December 14 

Reached Washington this morning at 830 and have 
telegraphed to Debbie.   
Am at Congress Hall Hotel. 

Diary 24 1914 
December 15 

At office at work. 
Judge Morrow, Judge of the U.S. Circuit Court of 
appeals, 9th dist. from San Francisco, was in the 
office today looking for material about the old 
“Looting of Alaska” cases from Nome – the Noyes-
McKenzie mess.  He is preparing an article on the 
facts of that matter for  publication. 

Telegram form Debbie who will be home 
tomorrow. 

Diary 24 1914 
December 16 

Went to see Senator Hoke Smith today with Judge 
Spencer of Georgia who is now the U.S. Dist. Atty. 
at Valdes.  This afternoon we also went to see 
P.M. Genl. Burleson.  Judge Spence is trying to 
persuade the Wilson Administration that I represent 
the Democracy of Alaska better than the present 
organization leaders & to get them to recognize me 
as the Democratic leader of Alaska. 

At work again on Alaska Library with Mr. 
Morrison.  

Debbie home today 
Diary 24 1914 
December 17 

Calling Treasury Dept. with Geo. C. Hazlett, of 
Cordova, Alaska, about Public Bldg. Cordova, 
Alaska, about Public Bldg., Cordova. O.K. 
Have prepared and today introduced bill to aid in 
the further construction of roads etc. in Alaska - 
and to found School System. 
 
[clipping] 

By Mr. WICKERSHAM: A bill (H.R. 20105) to 
provide for further construction and maintenance of 
military and post roads, bridges, and trails in 
Alaska, and for other purposes; to the Committee 
on the Territories. 
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Diary 24 1914 
December 18 

Working on accumulated mail - writing letters to the 
Chambers of Commerce, Fairbanks, Juneau, 
Ruby, Valdes etc. in explanation of my bill H.R. 
20.105. for additional appro, for roads etc. in 
Alaska, and in answer to effort of Alaska Road 
Com. that I do not favor their appropriations (Bill 
H.R. 20105, introduced yesterday). 

Diary 24 1914 
December 19 

Same as yesterday. 

Diary 24 1914 
December 20 

In office all day sorting my accumulated mail & 
other documents & getting business cleared off my 
desk. 

Diary 24 1914 
December 21 

Called to see Sec. of Interior Franklin K. Lane, and 
told him I was ready to do anything needed to 
advance the construction of the Alaska Ry - he 
said nothing could be done until the report of the 
Engineering Commission is made - about Jany 
15th. etc. 

Diary 24 1914 
December 22 

Great fight in the House of Rep. today over the 
Hobson Audit. to the U.S. Const, to prohibit the 
manufacture & sale of liquor - it failed to pass by a 
2/3 majority - having only received 8 majority, and 
is therefore defeated. 

Answering mail. 
Diary 24 1914 
December 23 

Working on mail - we are way behind & had to 
catch up- 

Diary 24 1914 
December 24 

Darrell came over from the Philadelphia Navy Yard 
today to spend Christmas with us. 

He looks fine and thinks he will have shore duty 
instead of going to sea which just now is bad for 
him as since he had typhoid he is afflicted with mal 
de mer, - sea sickness, 
Snowing this afternoon and it looks like a white 
Christmas. 

Diary 24 1914 
December 25 

Christmas Gift! 
Pleasant day visiting with Darrell - we went to 

Keith’s Vaudeville Theater in the evening. 
Debbie is happy to have this nice visit from her son 
-so am I. 

Diary 24 1914 
December 26 

Went to see Atty. Genl. Gregory to talk over 
appointments in Alaska and especially that of 
Judge of the Dist. Court. Found him hostile - 
evidently the Democratic “Alaskan -Big Interest - 
Richardson crowd “seen him first,” as one of them 

practically said they would. 
I think Bunnell will be appointed Judge - and, I 

and my friends may as well take our hats & go! 
Diary 24 1914 
December 27 

Darrell went back to his ship at the Philadelphia 
Navy yard this afternoon.  We had a delightful visit 
with him. 

Diary 24 1914 
December 28 

Riggs of the Alaska Ry Eng. Com. came in today - 
seemed to be a friendly call etc. but he asked me 
to aid in securing pay for an Indian house burned 
by the men working for the Com. near Nenana & 
which - under the law - they cannot pay for. 

Saw Ferris, Chairman Com. on Pub Lands - he 
agreed to help me with bill to give Alaska Sec's 16 
& 36 for school purposes etc.  Am to go before 
Com. on Wednesday & get time set for hearing. 

Diary 24 1914 
December 29 

Working on mail and also doing much work with 
Mr. Morrison on the Bibliography of Alaskan 
literature. 

Mr. J.C. Brown, of Nome, Alaska, came in the 
office to see me - merely a friendly call. 
Bunnell was appointed Judge in Alaska today - 
well, why not?  They promised him the office if he 
would run against me - & he ran - and now he is 
entitled to the office! 

Wrote letters to the members of the Wash. Or. & 
Cal. delegations today asking them to meet at 
Territorial Com. room on Friday, Jany 1. to work 
unitedly for appropriations for Alaska waterways - 
lights & drag. 

Diary 24 1914 
December 30 

The Com. on Public Lands today agreed to hear 
me on Saturday on my bill to create a public school 
system in Alaska or rather to grant public lands in 
support of schools there. 
 
Mr. F.W. Bradley of Treadwell, Alaska, called in 
office today but I did not see him. 

Diary 24 1914 
December 31 

Working in my office on Alaskan bibliography - 
Alaska Books. 

 [card] 
Here are my wishes, Friend that this  
New year which comes to us today  
may strengthen you, and comfort  
you and bless you, and be to you,  

-in every way-  
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A Happy New Year 
[signed] Charles W. Fairbanks 

 [clipping – page size bust photograph of James 
Wickersham] 
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 [front cover] 
January 1, 1915 

to  
December 31, 1915 

 Remembrancer 
Name  James Wickersham 
Residence  Congress Hall Hotel 
Telephone No.  460 Branch 
Business Address Congress Hall Hotel 
 
Laundry Mark W36 
Size of hat 7 3/8 
In case of emergency notify 
Mrs. Deborah S. Wickersham 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
January 1 

Three days ago I wrote letter to each member of 
the delegation in Washington, Oregon & California 
asking him to attend a meeting of the 
Representatives from those States in the Com. on 
Ter. room to take united action to secure an 
appropriation to get a dragnet & other aids to 
navigation for Alaskan waters.  Met today: present: 
Kahn & Stevens of Cal, Humphrey & La Folette of 
Wash, Hawley of Oregon & I from Alaska 
Com. of Terr appointed – Kahn of Cal. chairman 
Humphrey, Hawley & I. 
Instructed to inform other Rep's etc. and to aid Sec. 

Redfield to secure appropriations. 
Diary 25, 1915 
January 2 

Com. on Public Lands could not get a quorum 
today to consider my Alaska bill so matter put over 
until Tuesday. 

Ferris, chairman, seems friendly & at his 
suggestion I introduced bill with only those sections 
left in that I am most anxious about. 

Introduced amended bill today: H.R. 20.196 
Mr. & Mrs. Peterson from Nome took dinner with us 
tonight. 

 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
January 3 

Beautiful day – cold.  Worked in office some – but 
rested more. 
 
Smoking is hurting me. 
 

Am working on my Alaskan library & bibliography 
Diary 25, 1915 
January 4 

Called at the General Law Office and talked with 
the Commissioner & Judge Proudfit about the bill 
to grant school lands to Alaska.  They favor my 
suggestion to granting Secs. 16 & 36 for common 
school purposes & 33 in Tanana Valley for 
Fairbanks Ag, College & school of mines - but do 
not quite agree with me about mineral lands - and 
that now seems to be the point of difference.  They 
are to get the Sec. of Interior to send a report on 
my bill to the Com. on Pub. Lands, House, 
tomorrow morning at 10 o’clock. 
School Land Bill is H. R. 20.196 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
January 5 

Committee on Pub. Lands met this morning at 10 - 
Sec Land sent a report approving my bill H.R. 
20.496 in every respect except that he refused to 
approve the grant of mineral lands.  All members of 
the Com. present were favorable to my idea except 
Lenroot of Wis. but he even agreed to give us the 
full proceeds of the Sec. 16, 36 and 33 - if it should 
be found they were mineral lands.  I asked the 
Com. to pass the bill by for two days and let me 
present the matter personally to the Sec of the 
Interior – granted, and I will be heard again on 
Thursday. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
January 6 

Saw the Com. of the G.L.O. and Sec of Interior 
Lane today about my School land bill.  The Com. 
more readily agreed - but Sec. Lane is yet doubtful 
said he would telephone to Chairman Ferris, Com. 
Pub. Lds later & tell him what he had concluded 
after an examination of my authorities & citations of 
law - 
Saw Chairman Ferris, Pub Lands Com. at dinner at 
the Congress Hall Hotel and he told me Sec. Lane 
has practically yielded to my wishes on the School 
Land bill.  I hope so, for it means a solid foundation 
for the schools of Alaska & the establishment of an 
Agricultural College and School of Mines at 
Fairbanks with a public land endowment of great 
value and never ending yield. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 Lenroot yet objects to my School Land Grant Bill & 
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January 7 the Com. on Public Lands called a special meeting 
for me Saturday morning and agreed that Lenroot 
& I could get Judge Proudfit & Finney of the Interior 
Dept. with us & any bill we could agree on would 
be accepted - so I have called Proudfit & Finney & 
they agree to meet with us on Saturday morning. 

I am in this shape - if we do not get Lenroot to 
agree he can prevent the passage of the bill for it 
must be passed - if at all, by unanimous consent. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
January 8 

Working on Library etc. in office. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
January 9 

Meeting of the Sub-Com, of Public Lands Com. in 
my room - present Lenroot & I and Judge Proudfit 
& Finney of the Interior Department legal force. 

We discussed the matter fully and Lenroot 
dictated certain suggestions - the Interior Dept 
force then took the notes for correction etc and will 
meet with us again at 10:30 Monday morning to try 
& get an agreement to report to full Committee on 
Tuesday - 

I am hopeful of getting a workable bill out of it -
and getting it passed at this session. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
January 10 

In office working to get the proposed amendments 
to my land bill in shape.  Prepared a telegram to 
send in the morning as follows: 

Washington, D.C. Jany 10, 1915  
Wallace Cathcart: Chamber  
Commerce, Fairbanks, Alaska 
Telegrams land matter received.  Send me 
promptly pictures group Frank Miller and Russell 
families, fathers mothers and all children.  Also 
send me picture all Fairbanks school children south 
side school house, also send negative plates for 
enlarging.  School land bill pressing. 

James Wickersham 
Delegate from Alaska. 

Debbie & I take dinner this evening with Geo. 
Hackett at the New Willard - from Cordova, Alaska. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
January 11 

Hearing before Com. on Pub Lands on School bill -
over till tomorrow. 

We are working every day - Mr. Morrison, 

George Jeffery & I on the list of Alaskan books, etc. 
It is a big job and seems to be growing as we 
advance. We are just now completing a list of 
Alaska newspapers & magazines - when we get as 
far as we can I will have many copies made and 
will send one to each publisher & person who 
knows much of the history of newspapers in Alaska 
for correction, etc. 
 
Com. on Pub. Lands appointed Lenroot & I a sub-
committee to examine & report on the School land 
bill for Alaska. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
January 12 

No meeting of Pub. Lands Com. today - account & 
early meeting of Congress on the Woman Suffrage 
bill - 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
January 13 

The Com. on Public Lands went over my Alaska 
School Land bill again today & as amended and 
agreed upon by Lenroot & I as a sub-Committee - 
ordered it reported with the recommendation that it 
do pass! 
The Chairman asked me to report it but I asked 
Lenroot who agreed to do so - though he asked me 
to prepare the report. 

As there are some slight amendments to the final 
draft the Chairman suggested that I introduce the 
draft as a bill - & then report the printed bill without 
amendments. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
January 14 

H.R. 20851 is the final draft of the School Land bill 
for Alaska.  Am preparing report & will introduce 
today. 
I wrote the report today on the favorable report of 
H.R. 20.851, my bill for school lands & the 
establishment of an Agricultural College and 
School of Mines in Alaska. 
It was signed by Mr. Lenroot - and I had it put on 
the unanimous consent calendar for Monday. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
January 15 

Worked in office all day. 
 
The Bureau of Fisheries has a bill pending before 
the Ways & Means Com. To create a new bureau 
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in Alaska to have charge of Alaska game etc. 
Which I am opposing.  Am to have a hearing 
before the Com. On Monday - 

Report No 1280, to accompany H.R. 20851 on 
hands this morning - my Alaska School land report 
written yesterday  
 

Diary 25, 1915 
January 16 

Letters etc. in office and working up data for use 
Monday against H.R. 20897, introduced by Mr. 
Palmer, “A bill to protect certain game in Alaska.” 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
January 17 

Darrell remained with us until 5:30 this afternoon & 
then returned to his duties on the Kentucky at the 
Philadelphia Navy yard. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
January 18 

Unanimous Consent day but we did not get half 
way to my Alaska School Land Bill - and will not, I 
fear, on the next U. Consent Day. 

I spent the forenoon before the Sub. Committee 
of the Com. on Ways & Means fighting the bill 
proposed by the Bureau of Fisheries giving it full 
and complete jurisdiction over fur bearing animals 
in Alaska.  It is an attempt to organize a new 
Bureau - & to get control of fur farming in Alaska!  I 
intend to fight it to the end - but the bureau idea is 
strong and may prevail. 

It seems that Mann of Illinois is rather opposed to 
my School bill - I must try & get him friendly - or it 
will be defeated even if it comes up in Unanimous 
Consent. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
January 19 

The River & Harbors bill passed the House today 
with my two items for the survey of Dry Straits & 
the Harbor of Nome included. 
 
Henry W. Elliot is working on biographical data for 
me for a few days - in, re bibliography of Alaskan 
literature.  He is very conversant with Russian 
authors - having so much to do with the 
examination of their works in his search for 
material on fur seal lore. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
January 20 

Working in office on biblio. & on official 
correspondence. 

 
Am preparing letter to Speaker Clark importuning 
him to let my Alaska School land Bill go on the 
Suspension list -it is now about the only way to get 
it passed at this session. 
 
Dr Jones report on his trip to Alaska made public 
today -he certainly gives Alaska a black eye. He is 
a bad mis-fit. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
January 21 

Wrote and delivered letters today to Speaker Clark 
& Minority Leader James R. Mann, begging them 
to allow my bill for the reservation & grant of 
School lands in Alaska to go through the House 
under suspension of the rules.  Lenroot thinks it 
might be done if I would permit an amendment to 
be made striking out the clause giving Alaska the 
income from coal etc. on such lands, but that I 
cannot do - it is too much to give up - we would 
have too little left. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
January 22 

Hearing today before the Committee on Ter. on my 
bill to transfer the Alaska Fund from the control of 
Congress to the control of the Territorial 
Legislature. 

Committee, much to my surprise, seems inclined 
to give us what we want, & suggested that as the 
session was late it might be accomplished by a 
Joint Resolution and Judge Watson of Va. Curry of 
Cal. and I were appointed a sub-committee to 
prepare such a resolution. 

Of course I cannot hope to see it go through the 
Senate at this Session since Senator Nelson, 
under Richardson’s persuasion would defeat it. 
Made a complete record & at least I will get the 
matter fairly before the Territorial Legislature for 
the people of Alaska. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
January 23 

Working in office 
Have Henry W. Elliott, the fur seal expert assisting 
me in the preparation of the notes & bibliography of 
Alaska. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 Sleety Sunday, in office reading Alaskana. 
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January 24 
Diary 25, 1915 
January 25 

Am trying to get Judge Watson of Va. to prepare a 
report on my Alaska bill to transfer the Alaska Fund 
to the control of the Legislature. 
 
Also yet persuading the Com. on Ways & Means 
not to pass the bill to take over the control of fur 
bearing animals in Alaska - its a bad bill & 
restrictive of the power of the Alaska legislature. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
January 26 

Saw Minority Leader Mann Majority Leader 
Underwood & Speaker Clark today & did all I could 
to persuade each to assist in putting my Alaska 
school bill through the house. 
They are not enthusiastic - Mann is the hardest to 
persuade. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
January 27 

Introduced two pension bills today for Alaskans. 
Working on my Alaskan bibliography - with Mr. 
Morrison & Henry W. Elliott. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
January 28 

At Departments etc. 
Another pension bill for a Juneau man, F. J. 
Jamant.  
Working on Bibliography 
 
The Committee on Ways & Means today reported 
the bill to give over control of fur bearing animals in 
Alaska to the Bureau of Fisheries - to the Sec. of 
Commerce. 
I will, of course, oppose the passage of the bill, for 
it takes away the power of control from the 
Legislature of Alaska. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
January 29 

Called on Senator Sterling & asked him to 
introduce my bill H.R. 20.851, School Land Bill. 

For some days I have been trying to find a verse 
of Russian-Alaskan poetry for use in an article 
which I am writing about Alaska books and authors 
- in vain. 
I got Henry W. Elliott to assist me & today we found 
an item in Dall & Bakers list of Russian etc. 
Publications under Zagaskin which referred to a 
song by Baranof - in the Muscovite for March, 

1849. 
We found the magazine in the Congressional 
Library & Mr. Elliott translated it literally - it is an 
invocation by Baranof at the dedication of Ft St 
Mikhail (old Sitka) Aug 15-20, 1799, and throws a 
new light on the character of Baranof.  I am very 
much pleased - this is its first appearance in 
English. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
January 30 

Received a fine copy of a Russian Atlas of the 
World including Alaska etc. From Mr. Golder St 
Petersburg - atlas is dated 1827. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
January 31 

In office smoothing over an article on the Literature 
& Authors of Alaska etc. for magazines. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
February 1 

Read copy of Report on Alaska Fisheries by Dr. E. 
Lester Jones, Dept. Fish Com.  

Bunk! 
Mr. Joseph E Davies, Commissioner of 
Corporations called me on the phone & at his 
request  I met him at the House.  He said the 
President had sent him to me confidentially to 
inquire about Wm H. Parry, of Seattle, - whether he 
had represented any special interest in the Alaska 
Ry. bill etc. whether he was on the square etc. 

I told him Parry had remained in Washington 
some weeks at the time of the passage of that bill 
working earnestly in line with the Presidents ideas 
and singly for the good of Alaska - that he 
represented only the Seattle Chamber of Com - 
only the interests of Alaska and the whole Pacific 
Coast & that he did not represent any special 
interest.  He thanked me & again repeated that his 
inquiry was for the President & confidential.  I 
spoke earnestly for Parry & am satisfied that he will 
be appointed on the Com. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
February 2 

Senator Sterling today introduced my School Land 
bill in the Senate just as we have it reported in the 
House.  

S. 7515. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 Answering mail etc. 

 4



Alaska State Library – Historical Collections         Diary of James Wickersham  
MS 107 BOX 4 DIARY 25  Jan. 1, 1915 through Dec. 31, 1915 

February 3 Bought copy of Voyage of the Mexicana and Sutil = 
one of the rare Spanish books on the Exploration 
of the Pacific Coast, $121.50 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
February 4 

Com. on Territories ordered a report today on my 
J.R. to transfer the “Alaska Fund” from the control 
of Congress to the control of the Alaska Legislature 
= Judge Watson of Virginia ordered to make the 
report. 
 
Jas P. Daly, of Nome, is here on his way from his 
old horn in N.Y. back to Juneau - he is member of 
the Ter. Legislature of Alaska. 
 
Received 5 copies of the 4th Alaska Reports today 
from West Pub. Co. St Paul, Minn, of course I am 
pleased to see this volume upon which I worked so 
long & to add one to my library. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
February 5 

Working in office 
Sundry Civil Appro- bill is before the House - it 
carries the Alaska appropriations = $2,000,000. for 
the Railroad, $75,000 for the Juneau Public Bldg & 
minor appro, for many of the departments & 
bureaus. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
February 6 

Darrell came down to spend Sunday with us. 
 
Genl. Debate on Sunday Civil Bill - 6 hours. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
February 7 

Visiting with Darrell. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
February 8 

Sundry Civil bill –  
the Juneau public building item read & agreed to-. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
February 9 

Sundry Civil bill - 
Working on a letter to the President trying to 
convince him that the Bureau of Fisheries needs 
revision - needs new life injected into it - that it is 
now being run by the Alaska - Seattle fish trust. 

Diary 25, 1915 
February 10 

Same as yesterday. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
February 11 

Same as yesterday. 
Secretary- Houston, Agricultures, sent me a copy 

of his letter approving my bill for reserving School 
Lands in Alaska - Introduced for me in the Senate 
by Senator Sterling. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
February 12 

We reached the Alaska items in the Sundry Civil 
Appropriation bill today & some opposition 
developed to the appro, of two million dollars to 
build the Alaska Ry - I made a 5 minute talk on that 
& also on the item for the support of the insane etc. 
asked leave to extend my remarks etc. 

We carried both items by a good big majority & 
Alaska is o.k. so far. 

Governor Hatfield of W. Va. is being attacked by 
Ex. Gov. of Alaska W.E. Clarks newspaper & they 
are down here to see me to get material with which 
to go back at Clark & I am giving it to them. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
February 13 

Interview with Genl. John C. Bond of W. Va. who 
comes to see me with a letter from Gov. Hatfield - 
about Clark - am giving him much material - Clark 
seems to be making them uneasy & they are 
anxious to treat him in the same way. 
Am extending my remark of yesterday in the House 
& adding other data about Alaska. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
February 14 

Have been in my office (as usual) nearly all day 
working on a statement which I intend to send to 
President Wilson about the urgent necessity for 
legislation in the effort to protect the fisheries of 
Alaska from Destruction by the Seattle-Alaska Fish 
Trust. 

Dr. Jones in his Report has recommended just 
about what the Trust wants & I am trying to put the 
other side to the President - though I fear it will 
have little effect. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
February 15 

Mann objected to my Alaska school law bill today 
when it came up on Unanimous consent - it went 
over until next Monday. 
 
Com. on Ter. tomorrow will hear Judge Watkins 
J.J. Reso. to transfer Alaska Fund to the control of 
the Alaska Legislature. 
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Joslyn & Clyde Morris are here from Seattle trying 
to get a contract for building the Alaska Ry. 
Prepared my Income Tax Statement today. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
February 16 

The committee on the Territories held a meeting 
today and made favorable Report on Judge 
Watsons H.J.  Res. No. 421, introduced by him on 
the 13th. 
This is the substance of my bill - Sec 2. to transfer 
the Alaska Fund from the management of 
Congress to that of the Territorial Legislature. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
February 17 

Senate Com. on Public Lands this morning 
favorably reported S. 7515, introduced by Senator 
Sterling, at my request. It is an exact copy of my 
bill H.R. 20,851, House Report 1280. 

This favorable Report gives the bill favorable 
report in both houses of Congress and by both the 
Secretaries of Interior and Agriculture - in both 
Houses - 8 favorable reports: 

Even if I fail to get it thru this session I cannot fail 
the next. 
The Bill passed Senate. 
Five minutes after the Senate met Senator Sterling 
saw an opportunity - moved the passage of the bill 
& it went through without a question 
Good Senator Sterling. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
February 18 

House Committee on Territories this morning 
instructed Chairman Ferris to call up S. 7515. 
which passed yesterday - & get it through the 
House as soon as possible. 
Everybody is happy today for it is announced from 
the White House that there will not be an Extra 
session and we are all going home to remain for 
the summer. - During my three terms in Congress 
we have had an extra session each summer so 
that I have hardly been home in the six years. 

Diary 25, 1915 
February 19 

The House Com. on Public Land this morning 
instructed Chairman Ferris to get my Alaska 
School law bill off the Speakers desk & passed by 
suspension of the rules. 

I am told Minority Leader J.R. Mann, of Illinois, 
will oppose it - but I will see him & persuade him 

not to do it -if he is persuadable! 
John E. Ballaine, the damned fool from Seward - 
town lots - is around trying to defeat it because he 
wants the Agri. College & School of Mines located 
at Seward! 
What do you think of that? 

Diary 25, 1915 
February 20 

Finishing up my letter to the President in protest of 
the activities of Dr. Jones & other Bureau of 
Fisheries officials in aid of the Seattle- Alaska Fish 
trust. 
 
We are very much pleased today to be able to get 
an additional office room. 
We now have No's 167 & 169 and that gives us a 
fine office & library for the next two years. 

Diary 25, 1915 
February 21 

Finishing - last touches on letter to the President & 
moving into the new office. 

Diary 25, 1915 
February 22 

Same as yesterday. 
Getting ready to go home on March 4th. 
 
Will H. Parry of Seattle was appointed a member of 
the Trade Commission - sent him a telegram of 
Congratulation. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
February 23 

Geo. & Charlie Dribelbis are here - and also Mrs. 
U.G. Myers from Eagle City - Alaska. 
We are moving office today - taking possession of 
another room in addition to 169 which have so long 
occupied. 
 
Finished my letter to the President today- have 
gone over it for the final corrections –  
Want Mr. Claude Kitchen, the Democratic Majority 
Leader of the next Congress to go over it before I 
deliver it to the White House. 
Kitchin not interested in the Alaska fisheries -
though very friendly to me - and expressed himself 
as against the Palmer bill etc. but will not do 
anything. 

Diary 25, 1915 
February 24 

I was greatly disappointed today - we got the 
School Land Bill up on Unanimous Consent 
Calendar and Norton of North Dakota objected & 
threw us out. 

Both Norton and Falconer of Wash- opposed it - 
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and I knew instantly where the opposition came 
from for Ballaine sold Falconer a number of lots in 
Seward - & Ballaine is fighting the bill - hence - 
Norton & Falconer.  I am disappointed at Norton for 
I though he was one of my friends. 

I feel very bitter toward Ballaine & will keep him 
away from my office henceforth.  He is thoroughly 
selfish & unreliable - of course what they want is 
the location of the Agricultural College & School of 
mines at Seward - near their lots. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
February 25 

Sent a telegram to Hon. Dan Sutherland,  Juneau, 
asking him to get the governor & the members of 
the Territorial Legislature to send me the following 
telegram:   

We strongly favor the passage by the House of 
Representatives of Senate bill 7515 reserving 
sections 16 & 3jp in each surveyed township in 
Alaska for the support common schools and the 
location of Agricultural College and School of 
Mines on Government experiment farm at 
Fairbanks as recommended by Secretary Lane 
Secretary Houston and the Senate and House 
Committees.” 
Shortly after sending the telegram I was informed 
that the cable to Alaska is out of order & the 
telegram may not be received & answered before 
Congress adjourns on the 4th of March. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
February 26 

Have just returned form the White House where I 
delivered to Tumulty, in person, my letter, dated 
yesterday, and directed to the President, - 
presenting my view of the Alaska salmon fisheries 
question. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
February 27 

Working to clear up business in office & waiting for 
my turn to move Suspension of the Rules Passage 
of S. 7515. 

Received a telegram from Governor Strong & 19 
members of the Alaska Legislature approving S. 
7515. 

Bully for Dan! 
 

Diary 25, 1915 Darrell came over from Philadelphia last evening to 

February 28 pay us a last visit before we start west.  He is in 
good spirits & health & has a very pleasant place 
on the “Kentucky” as Ex. officer. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
March 1 

Attending close on House meetings - am promised 
recognition by Speaker Clark to move passage of 
S. 7515. 
 
Am working industriously to complete 3 chapters of 
an article for magazines on “Alaska Literature and 
Authors. - Have George making photographs of 
title pages of rare Alaskan books for me. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
March 2 

In House all day - till 11 o’clock at night but no 
opportunity to get up my bill yet. 
 
I asked Unanimous consent in the House today to 
extend my remarks in the Record on the subject of 
Alaska Fisheries & got it.  My reason is that Dr. 
Jones, Dep. Fish Commissioner for Alaska is 
interviewing the members of the House from the 
Pacific coast asking them to introduce a copy of 
the old “Tentative Bill” prepared by the Bureau of 
Fisheries & the Cannery trust in 1913 - all have 
refused so far - but he will get someone to 
introduce it and when it is I am going to put a copy 
of it & my letter to the President in the Record - I 
will stick as hard as I can for it then becomes an 
Administration bill & the President will not help me - 
but those who drew the Tentative bill - the Trusts. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
March 3-4 

-3- 
House met at 10:00 & I was there.  About 2 o’clock 
Speaker Clark called me to him & said I am going 
to recognize you - but it may be late - wait & I’ll get 
to you -and I waited all day - until nearly 2 o’clock 
in the morning - last night. 

On today I began waiting again - and sat in my 
seat & waited & then.  We now understand the 
session of today will last until tomorrow. 

 
About 4 o’clock on the morning of the 4th my bill 
was reached - the speaker called me to the desk & 
told me to try it on a request for unanimous 
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consent first, and if that failed, second, to move to 
suspend the rules & pass the bill. When he 
recognized  

-4- 
me I asked unanimous consent - & Falconer of 
Washington after long delay & fighting objected 
whereupon I moved to suspend the rules & pass 
the bill - Falconer fought as hard as he could - 
Lenroot, Ferris & others assisted me & finally we 
got it to a vote and 

-The Bill Passed- 
Alaska now has a bill to reserve School lands and 
to establish & Agricultural College & School of 
Mines at Fairbanks & I am very - very glad of it. 
 
My office is in good shape - I left George in charge 
but Mr. Morrison will be engaged this summer in 
finishing up my library. 

Left Washington this afternoon at 6:15 for the 
West. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
March 5 

I am greatly surprised that Falconer should make 
such a bitter and inexcusable fight to prevent my 
School bill from passing Congress last night. 
Of course his interest is in Seward town lots which 
Ballaine sold him while we were in the midst of the 
Alaska Ry. bill fight - but do they expect that 
Seward is to have everything and Fairbanks 
nothing? 

Now for the Alaska Legislature & a Territorial 
school system bill! 
Before I left Washington yesterday I prepared my 
first blow at the tentative bill - introduced in the 
House by Carlin, of Virginia - by a speech - a few 
preliminary remarks - then the Carlin Bill - then a 
few remarks & then my letter to the President. 

I ordered 8,000 copies printed. 
Chicago today - leave for the west at 8:05 p.m. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
March 6 

We reached Chicago yesterday over the Penn. Ry. 
& left at 8:05 in the evening on the 'Golden State 
Limited’ train - on the Rock Island Ry - system for 
San Diego, Cal. 
We passed through Illinois and Iowa in the night & 

across Missouri & Kansas today. 
There is snow everywhere - a foot deep across 
Kansas.  Kansas City – Topeka 
Hutchinson – Pratt. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
March 7 

Today we are crossing New Mexico - Santa Rosa, 
Alamogordo Valley – Ft. Bliss & El Paso, and in the 
evening along the boarder to Douglass, & Ft 
Columbus. 
Many soldiers all along the border & trouble may 
come up with the Mexicans any day. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
March 8 

This morning we were in the most easterly part of 
the Colorado valley which the So. Pac. Ry. crosses 
- then at Yuma, Salton Sea, San Bernardino valley 
- and arrived at Los Angeles at 3:30 - just half an 
hour too late to catch our train to San Diego.  We 
went to the Alexandria Hotel - tired is no name for it 
- we are both exhausted - but a good bath & a 
nights rest will put us in shape. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
March 9 

Long automobile ride out to Pasadena etc. 
Met Ferguson from Iditarod, Jas. Bell, Lawyer, 

from Nome, Geo. Baldwin, miner, from Valdes etc. 
at the Hotel. 
Left Los Angeles at 3. p.m. for San Diego - where 
we arrived at 8 o’clock. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
March 10 

Took in the Exposition today in company with 
Barney Goss -who lives here now.  He and Debbie 
rode all over the Expo, grounds in a motor chair 
while I walked. 
We visited the various State buildings, etc.  I gave 
particular attention to the “Pueblos” - an accurate 
copy of the houses of Taos etc. - visited the 
ethnological sections etc. The buildings are in the 
old Spanish type - and it is a fine exposition.  The 
grounds are beautiful – altogether it is a lovely – 
satisfactory exposition. 
 
Barney & Mrs. Goss live here & expect a second 
baby now any day. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 Had a fine automobile ride out to Point Loma - 
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March 11 Barney and his little son Frank went with us. 
Recd. A beautiful bouquet “Compliments Alaska 
Society -San Diego, Mar. 11. 1915.” 
- Beautiful sunny day. 
We were greatly pleased this evening when 30 
members of the Alaska Club of San Diego called at 
our hotel & held a reception in one of the small 
parlors for us.  

Mr. Meeker, formerly of Nome, Pres, 
Mrs. West,        “            Valdes, 
Mrs. Patterson  “            Esther Creek, 
Jarvis Funchion & wife “ Fairbanks, 
Beckstead from Nome, 
Mr. & Mrs. Heacock – son’s in Fairbanks. 
Mifs Grant, formerly of Fairbanks, 
Mr. & Mrs. Sheperd. 

I spoke to them about Alaskan legislation, - Ry. 
Schools etc. and several of them responded - fine. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
March 12 

The father of my Secretary - Geo. A. Jeffery - 
called at the Hotel to see me this morning.  He is a 
good quiet placid man, and we had a long talk 
about Geo.  I told him much about his life in the 
North, etc. 
We left San Diego today  
 

Diary 25, 1915 
March 13 

We visited Point Lomo & everything in and around 
S.D -and left there today - the train was late on 
account of a wreck out on the line - it was 11:30 
when we reached S.F. & we went to the Cecil 
Hotel. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
March 14 

San Francisco Expo.  We came out to see the 
Expo, today - it is a beautiful display - the buildings 
and general effect is far more wonderful than 
anything of the kind I ever saw. 

We saw Beachey go up in his new monoplane - 
saw him loop the loop 4 times etc. 
On his second ascent his plane collapsed & he fell 
to the earth - or rather into the waters of the bay & 
was killed! 
Went out to the Fair tonight to see the lights - 
beautiful. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
March 15 

Called on F. W. Bradley –  
        “    “  Senator Chas. W. Fairbanks, of Ind. at 
the St. Francis Hotel. 
Visited the Expo, again, & tonight went out with the 
Hartfrants & saw the illumination. 
Debbie called on Mrs. Jessie Palmer Webber who 
is sick in the Adler Hospital – she is getting better 
and will soon go home to Springfield, Illinois. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
March 16 

Went to the Polo game this afternoon with the 
Bradley’s - Mrs. Davis – Mrs. B’s sister & Mr. Plate. 
Fine afternoon & good game between 
“Cooperstown” and “San Mateo.” - the former won 
by a small margin. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
March 17 

Left San F this a.m. Went over to Oakland, early & 
called for Annie Corey one of Debbie’s 
schoolmates.  Automobile ride through Oakland - 
and called on Mrs. Florence Heilig Force, whose 
father & Mother reside in Fairbanks. 

Left Oakland at 11:43 on the Shasta Limited train 
for Seattle.  

 
Jafet Linderberg & Mr. Scott Bone on the train 

with us. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
March 18 

Reached Seattle tonight at 8 o’clock & went to the 
Frye Hotel. 
Learned today & received letter from Henry W. 
Elliott here telling me that Dr. Jones deputy fish 
commissioner for Alaska has been transferred to 
another position - that my letter to the president 
has some effect – 
 
Also received letter from the Attorney General 
saying that he had given the matter of opening the 
Detention Hospital at Fairbanks - & in effect, 
agreeing to do it.  Another instance of getting 
something by fighting for it. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
March 19 

Spent the day resting. 
Went out to see Mother who is at Mays.  Will go 
over to Tacoma tomorrow.  Some letters etc. from 
Wash, but nothing of any consequence. 
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Dan Sutherland was made President of the 
Territorial Senate & E.C. Collins Speaker of the 
House - both my friends & political supporters. 
 
Also learned that Ward T. Bower, Asst. Supt. Agent 
U. S. Bureau of Fisheries, who has long been one 
of the Cannery friends, and whom I asked the 
President to remove, was “Promoted” out of the 
Alaska Salmon fisheries to a position in the fur seal 
fisheries - but Jones & Bowers! out of the way in 10 
days! Good. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
March 20 

Went over to Tacoma to see Peterson about 
clearing. Went out to my ranch to see about the 
clearing being done by Joe Wells - am surprised to 
find so little done - seems to me too much has 
been paid for the work done - will see to it - Could 
not see either Peterson or Wells. 
 
Called on Minnie with Debbie & Mother.  Back to 
Seattle - tired. 
Invited to Dinner with the Seattle Commercial Club 
& spoke on Alaska fisheries.  This club is fighting 
the fish trust - hence is very friendly to me. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
March 21 

Stayed at Hotel - rested. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
March 22 

Luncheon at Arctic Club - tendered to me by the 
Alaska Bureau of the Seattle Chamber of 
Commerce.  Present: Scott Bone, chairman, J.E. 
Chilberg, Jafet Lindeberg, Hechey, etc. about 20 
prominent business men - a very pleasant and 
flattering reception. 
 
Went up to Enumclaw with Mother to visit Jen & 
Charley & their children.  They have a fine family of 
three beautiful children. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
March 23 

Over to Buckley this morning - visited Uncle Tom & 
Aunt Kate.  Paid Harry - & looked after my clearing 
etc. 

Back to Seattle. 
I am greatly surprised to find that my agent Chas J. 

Peterson has overpaid Joe wells on account of 
Clearing my land in the Puyallup valley & that in 
addition I am responsible on liens for a still larger 
sum. 

Diary 25, 1915 
March 24 

Went over to Tacoma this morning to see Chas. T. 
Peterson etc. about my clearing - he was in 
Portland - so I gave Geo. T. Reid, my stake holder, 
notice not to pay any more money to Joe Wells, on 
account of clearing, except on my order - Revoked 
Petersons power - by oral order to Reid. 

Reid tells me he has paid on account of clearing 
the sum of $3748.96 - being at least $1000. and 
possibly more, in excess of the sum due! 

 
Charley & Jen came down this afternoon to visit us. 

Will not go to Alaska today since I must settle 
clearing matter before I go. 

 
Settled Henry T. Rays act. with Valentine & 
received warrants payable by City for $677.00. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
March 25 

Paid Jen. for Harry, bal. $64.00 and Mother for 
Harry, 10 lots $200.00. 
Debbie went to Enumclaw this morning with 
Charley & Jen. 
Took dinner with Nixons, Tom Williams & McKay - 
went to Caspar Fishers dance hall & visited for an 
hour. 
 
Got a bundle of old Alaska papers from J.A. Ward 
& sent them on to Washington for my library. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
March 26 

Am greatly disappointed at not getting business 
engagement with Charley Peterson about my land 
clearing - he is in Portland.  Hope to do so today or 
tomorrow forenoon so I can go north tomorrow 
evening on the “Jefferson.” 
 
Debbie back from Enumclaw. 
 
Got my money from Bank & will go to Tacoma in 
Morning & will take boat tomorrow evening for 
Juneau - anyway. 
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Diary 25, 1915 
March 27 

Consulted with Peterson & Joe Wells, at Tacoma 
about Wells work on my land. 
We went out to the land and examined clearing, 
ditches, etc.  I agreed on extent & price of ditching; 
agreed on price to be paid for posts but not on 
number; refused to concede anything on 
unauthorized work of clearing on north 24.5 acres.  
Demanded completion of contract of clearing 30 
acres at $100 [?] per acre. 
My refusal to pay or act otherwise than in accord 
with my written contract induced Peterson to agree 
to take over Wells contract & he personally agreed 
with me to complete Wells contract at prize agreed 
on. 
Paid Peterson $340. act. wages due. 

Left Seattle at o. p.m. on “SS Jefferson” for 
Alaska. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
March 28 

Beautiful day - Gulf of Georgia. 
Mr. & Mrs. Jas A. Smiser, U.S. Dist. Atty. are on 
board bound to Juneau. – also U.S. Marshal 
Bishop & his wife.  J.B. Howard, also. 
 
I intend to stop off in Juneau one boat & go on 
there to Cordova & Fairbanks. 
 
Debbie will stop with me in Juneau, but will not go 
to the interior until June. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
March 29 

Another beautiful sunny day - Queen Charlottes 
Sound to Seymour Channel. 
Mr. & Mrs. Smiser - U.S. Dist. Atty. are interesting -
they are delighted with the weather - expecting to 
find only rain & snow! - wait until they get to 
Juneau. 
 
Bishop, U.S. Marshal is still suffering from a stroke 
of paralysis.  He and his wife are kind, modest & 
sensitive folk. 
 
123 passengers on board - many bound to 
canneries. 
 
Received telegrams from Ketchikan inviting me to 

remain & speak - answered that it was not possible 
to do so. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
March 30 

At Ketchikan this morning at 8 o’clock. 
Forest Hunt & many friends me - Bob Oliver asked 
me to assist him to go to Juneau - he wants to 
assist in passing good fish legislation through 
legislature now in session.  I feel under some 
obligations to him & agreed to advance him $50 
which he agreed to repay! 
 
Wrote a letter to Atty. Genl. telling him what Case 
of Seattle Com. Club told me about the efforts 
being made by business men of Seattle to get 
Allen U.S. Dis. Atty to dismiss indictment No. 2791 
U.S. v Booth Fisheries Co. et al. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
March 31 

Noon - reached Douglas & Juneau at 1 p.m. 
Went to Alaskan Hotel.  Met at Wharf by Valentine, 
Sutherland, Driscoll & others of my friends. 
Visiting and renewing my acquaintances etc. 
 
There is a strong fight on here against me by the 
Democratic Federal Crowd - Jennings, Strong, 
Troy & their followers - basing their attacks on their 
cry of “We are for a full territorial form of 
government.” They assume that I am opposed to 
such growth of government but I am not. 

To meet this attack my friends - the “Dispatch” & 
others have raised a cry for the organization of the 
State of Alaska - for the State form of government. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
April 1 

Went with Senator Sutherland and Mr. Thane to 
visit the new mills of the Alaska - Gastineau Mine 
Co. - -Thane, Mgr. 
We examined the whole plant - only part of which 
is yet in operation - the first units being put to work 
in February of this year. 

Mr. Thane, the manager is a young man of high 
merit as an organizer while the plant seems to be 
the beginning of the greatest mine in Alaska. 

 
Moved from the Alaskan Hotel to the New Cain 
Hotel where we have good rooms. 
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Diary 25, 1915 
April 2 

The war between the newspapers - the 'Dispatch 
supporting me add the Empire fighting me - over 
the question of “full territorial form of government 
vs. the organization of a State government is 
amusing to me - for I favor both - in order of 
development.  I am urged to speak to the public on 
these questions next week.  I will do so. 
 
Was invited to meet with the Joint Com. from both 
Houses of the Legislature having in charge the 
preparation of a school bill - did so & talked with 
them quite freely & the subject & advised them to 
go ahead with their work & if there were limitations 
in the organic Act which barred them - to pass the 
bill as it ought to be enacted & I would get 
congress to remove the bar. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
April 3 

Went out with Valentine & Sec. of Terry. Chas. E. 
Davidson to visit the Price Homestead north of 
town - there is some trouble about this claim & they 
want me to assist the [?] claimant which I will do - if 
it is possible. 
 
Working today to catch up my correspondence etc. 
 
Also met with Com. on Education on preparation of 
School Bill. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
April 4 

Easter Sunday 
Went through the underground workings of the 
Treadwell mines today - down to the 2100 ft level - 
with Mr. Phil Bradley, Ed. Russell, Senator Dan 
Sutherland & two or three other men. 
 
Dinner tonight at the Cobbs – present Mr. & Mrs. 
Cobb, Mr. & Mrs. Smiser, Mr. & Mrs. Sutherland, 
Debbie & I, and Mr. Lang Cobb.  One of Mrs. 
Cobb's fine dinners - with good Tennessee hot 
biscuits. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
April 5 

Working today on data for my speech Wednesday 
evening. 
Rainy & bad weather. 

 
Diary 25, 1915 
April 6 

At work today on my speech for tomorrow night. 
Juneau town Election Valentine & his crowd 
defeated. 

Diary 25, 1915 
April 7 

I heard Strong, agent of transportation interests at 
Ketchikan, say to Senator Tanner in the Senate 
chambers, this morning, publicly, that he (Strong) 
wrote the address which Dr. Jones, the Dep. U.S. 
Fish Commissioner made in Seattle! 
 
Made a speech tonight at the “Rink” - a big crowd. I 
spoke on the subject of the need of removing 
limitations on the power of the Legislature and 
severely criticized John W. Troy, Editor of the 
Juneau Empire for his pessimistic crusade to keep 
the Legislature from using the powers it has.  My 
speech taken in shorthand & published in Juneau 
Dispatch of April 9th. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
April 8 

Dinner tonight with Gov & Mrs. Strong. 
 
The Daily Empire, John W. Troy, Editor, is fighting 
mad at me over the speech I made denouncing 
him & his opposition to Statehood - last night.  He 
is belaboring me in each issue of his paper and is 
exerting enough influence to prevent the legislature 
from performing its duty in passing needed 
legislation for the Territory. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
April 9 

In this afternoons Empire Troy changes that I 
misquoted the Democratic platform in my speech 
Wednesday night - my friends will publish the plank 
in the Democratic platform of 1912 favoring 
Statehood - & will post it in Valentines tomorrow 
morning - we have the “goods on him”. 
Leave Juneau tonight at midnight on the S.S. 
“Alameda” for Cordova. 
Debbie will remain here, till the River opens & will 
come in that way. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
April 10 

At Skagway at noon.  Dr. Kellar thinks now is the 
time to begin the reorganization of the Republican 
Party. 
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Jack Kellar gave me Oct of printed reports of the 
Arctic Brotherhood1901 - 1913. 
Tonight going out of Icy Straits - 9 p.m.  Fine day - 
warm but fleecy fogs. 
Mts. beautiful.   
Alaska is the land of glorious scenery - how I love 
it. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
April 11 

Yesterday there was a heavy blow & today the 
waves are high and long - they come quartering 
from astern and the vessel has a long corkscrew 
roll - and I remained in bed feeling rather sea sick - 
We well get into Prince William Sound late tonight. 
I am a poor sailor - but I find there are many others 
like me. 
 
Reached Cordova at 1 a.m. & went to the Rainier-
Grand Hotel.  Learned that the Peoples, from 
Fairbanks are here -at the Northern - but as I go 
out on the Ry. in the morning will not get to see 
them. 
 
Saw Horace Leach, Harry Thirsted & many of my 
friends. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
April 12 

Left Cordova at 8 this morning on the C.R. & N.W. 
train -it was raining in Cordova & along the coast 
Out at the Miles & Childs glaciers the sun was 
shining & when we reached Chitina the sky was 
blue and bright. 

At Palmers hotel tonight & hope to get away 
tomorrow, on the Automobile - Bob Sheldon’s - for 
Fairbanks. 

Wrote to Debbie & George.  Dinner with Wm 
O'Connor, Commissioner - and a candidate two 
years ago against me for Delegate to Congress. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
April 13 

Waited for Automobile & Ashton - chauffer - came 
in at noon - bluntly informed me that he could not 
take me -no more passengers. 
I answered that I had waited for him & the Orr 
Stage had gone early in the day - & insisted that he 
overtake the stage with me.  We left Chitina at 2 
o’clock in the afternoon in his auto.  Mouth of 

Tonsina at Jake Nefsteads R.H. at 5 o’clock for 
dinner & after a long hard & muddy ride we 
reached Copper Center - 51 miles at 1 o’clock in 
the morning. Bed at 2 o’clock - at Blix Roadhouse. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
April 14 

Left Blix Rd. House at Copper Center at 7 and 
muddy ride to Gulkana for lunch as with Buck Hoyt. 
Reached Sour Dough Roadhouse late - Mrs. Nelly 
Yeager - an old Dawson-Alaska pioneer woman - 
and a great friend of Bill McPhees. 
 
Warm south wind. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
April 15 

Left Sour Dough Rd. House at 7 oclock - lunch at 
“Our Home” Rd. - at noon passed Mier’s Rd. 
House at 5 oclock and reached Paxson’s at 9 p.m. 
tired, but enjoyed the spring birds and beautiful 
day. 
 
Warm south wind continued but it is colder up here 
& much more snow.  Came here on stage sleds. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
April 16 

Left Paxson’s at 8 oclock in the morning - 8 horses 
each drawing a double ender sled in one of which I 
lay wrapped in robes.  Crossed Summit Lake on 
the ice - met Bob Sheldon on lake hauling his Ford 
Automobile off on a sled. 
Yosts R.H. for early lunch & then to Miller (the old 
McDevitt) roadhouse, now kept by John Bauman 
where we stay for the night. 
 
Lloyd Beckett, one of the stage drivers promises to 
get me 2 mountain sheep lambs in June. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
April 17 

From Miller (old McDermitt) roadhouse to Rapids 
R.H. for lunch - changed to the wagons. 
Met U.S. Marshal Towne & guards with 6 prisoners 
& 2 crazy men - in two wagons going south. 
On down to Donnelly’s Rd. House - the old “Nigger 
Bill” Roadhouse - for the night. 
South wind - down the Delta - cold & strong.  Snow 
all gone & spring one month early in the Tanana 
Valley. 
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Diary 25, 1915 
April 18 

From Donnelly’s R.H. to McCartys on the Tanana.  
Snow on the Dome, but all disappeared when we 
reached Jarvis Creek & the Tanana. 

Surprised to learn that the connecting stage will 
not meet me here until Tuesday - so telegraphed to 
Fairbanks for an automobile - but refused to come 
account of bad roads. 

Melo Haidukevich & Charlie Spann want me to 
stay over a week and go up to Clearwater - 12 
miles - to hunt & I am inclined to go. 

 
Sent telegram to Henry Ray that I would go up river 
hunting a week.  
 

Diary 25, 1915 
April 19 

Left McCarty Station at the mouth of the Big Delta 
this morning at 8 oclock on foot for the Clearwater 
Creek. Accompanied by Charley Spaun, an old 
Dome Creek miner and Mels Haidenkovich a 
Montenegrin, walked up the Tanana valley to 
Clearwater in 4 hours - 13 miles.  We arrived at the 
road-house at the crossing of the Healey river trail 
kept by Ed. Smith, an old Texas frontiersman. 
Big cabin nicely cleared grove, beautiful hunting 
station on the bank of the stream.  This river rises 
35 miles -15 miles on an air line towards the Mts. 
south of the Tanana.  A beautiful day - wide and 
fertile valley - no snow and grass beginning to 
grow.  Spring song birds from the south -high white 
mountains - birch hills on the north side of the 
valley. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
April 20 

Very windy and the ducks and swan not flying but 
we went out to the lake - west side of big 
Clearwater - to hunt.  Saw Ducks & Swan to too 
wild & far away - nothing, so came back to fish. 
We fished from a boat tied to the shore at an eddy 
just above roadhouse.  The water is so clear & the 
schools of fish - grayling and white fish - so large 
that it is easy to catch all we want. 
The water is so clear that we can see the fish as 
plainly as through a plate glass which enables us 
to select the fish we want & catch it!!  This is a 
remarkable stream, about 200 ft. wide, 6 ft. deep, 
level gravel bottom, clear & never freezes!  It is fed 

evidently by springs & the temperature the year 
around is the same.  In the spring the grayling & 
white fish come from the river to spawn & later in 
the season the salmon use it.  They all come in 
incred- 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
April 21 

ible numbers - it is the most perfect and valuable 
spawning stream in the interior of Alaska.  It is so 
quiet and lake like that the fish spawn on its gravel 
bed rather than in the lakes.  It is now filled with the 
coming hoards of grayling & white fish & the small 
shallows along its banks with minnows! which 
hatch here earlier than in any stream in Alaska!  
This stream ought to become a fish reservation! 
Fairbanks is 512 ft. above sea level, McCarty is 
940, Clearwater about 952 or 400 ft. above 
Fairbanks and 100 miles away along a level valley.  
It will afford a great water supply - under heavy 
pressure - for down valley points. 
Around the lakes & rivers today - but there are too 
few waterfowl in yet to make hunting good. 
This is a beautiful spot & great hunting country. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
April 22 

Wandering around today hunting - more wildfowl 
coming in -spring birds too. 

Am greatly interested in this part of the Tanana 
valley - It is higher - and warmer - (?) than the 
valley down about Fairbanks.  Fine country - good 
agricultural land - some timber - coal east of Big 
Delta - 25 mi - south - and altogether promises to 
support a large population of people. 
Just now it is the finest game country in Alaska - 
Bear, moose, caribou, waterfowl, wolves, etc. 
My, Sheep abound & I have made arrangements 
with a hunter to catch 2 or 3 lambs for me this 
summer & will try to get them crossed with 
domestic sheep & thus start a new band of hardy 
sheep. 
Walked from Clearwater down to McCarty’s Station 
this afternoon -  a splendid vacation but little 
success in hunting. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
April 23 

Remained at McCarty, at the mouth of the Big 
Delta -southside - till noon & then took the stage - 4 
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horses -for Richardson. 
Reached Richardson at 6 oclock & staid at 
Samuelson’s Roadhouse.  Visited with Judge 
Griffin - Justice of the peace.  Recorder & Com. 
and others. 

My mail bags of seeds for free distribution are on 
the stage & are being delivered at each Post office 
as we go along the trail.  It looks good - does the 
valley of the Tanana! 

Am beginning to hear good reports from the new 
placer camp on the Tolovana river -hope it is a live 
one. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
April 24 

Richardson to Munson’s Rd House, at the mouth of 
the Salcha. 
Visited the Episcopal Mission this evening - Mrs. 
Maud B Stone - Thompson, in charge & Mijo 
Frederick, nurse & medico. They are doing good 
work among the Indians. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
April 25 

Fairbanks is dull - oh so dull!  A long dull winter 
and no immediate prospect of railroad work - and 
all who can are going to the new strike at the 
Tolovana.  Think I'll go over and take a look at it. 
Henry T. Ray met me last evening and is doing 
what he can to assist me in getting settled in my 
old home. 
Invited to meet with Town Council & Chamber of 
Commerce this evening to discuss telegram from 
Driscoll - member of the Legislature from Fairbanks 
- in the matter of opposing a bill to levy real estate 
tax for territorial purposes etc.  They sent telegram 
as I suggested. 
Charly Joynt & I will go to Tolovana this week. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
April 26 

Fairbanks is dull - oh so dull!  A long dull winter 
and no immediate prospect of railroad work - and 
all who can are going to the new strike at the 
Tolovana.  Think I'll go over and take a look at it. 
Henry T. Ray met me last evening and is doing 
what he can to assist me in getting settled in my 
old home. 
Invited to meet with Town Council & Chamber of 
Commerce this evening to discuss telegram from 

Driscoll - member of the Legislature from Fairbanks 
- in the matter of opposing a bill to levy real estate 
tax for territorial purposes etc.  They sent telegram 
as I suggested. 
Charly Joynt & I will go to Tolovana this week. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
April 27 

Am writing letters etc. and beginning to bet my 
affairs straitened out - a small job - but necessary 
before I go to the Tolovana. 
 
Have had a preliminary talk with Ray about locating 
two limestone ledge claims at Fox, and taking 
options on either Cleary or Dome Creek mining 
claims for sale in masse to dredging Co. - he 
seems favorably inclined. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
April 28 

Staying quietly at home - eating my meals at the 
Arcade Restaurant. 

Just resting. 
Intended to go to Tolovana tomorrow but Joynt was 
summoned on the Dr Hall jury & must wait for him 
so trip is postponed. 
 
Many persons coming to talk politics etc. 
 
Further talk with Ray about locating limestone 
ledge claim each at Fox. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
April 29 

At home. 
 
Attended public meeting tonight at Court House in 
aid of wagon road from Fairbanks to Tolovana.  
Nothing important except I promised to Subscribe 
$50.00 to assist in building the road. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
April 30 

Apr 30, Fri 
Went out to Fox, on Goldstream to look at a ledge 
of limestone - found it has been located by one 
Frank Flynn.  Had a good visit with my old friend 
“Whitehorse” Smith, knew him first in Circle in 
1900. 
Called with Ray & Smith on Mrs. Collins, wife of 
E.B. Collins.  Speaker of the 1st & 2nd Legislatures 
of Alaska. 
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Mail in tonight from outside - letters from Debbie & 
Darrell & many business letters. 
 
Recd my Mch Salary check =$625.00 

Diary 25, 1915 
May 1 

Writing letters - answer to mail of yesterday. 
 
Henry T. Ray located a limestone ledge at Fox 
today -it is a chance for lime & cement. 
 
Deposit in First Nat. Bank to date $1625.00 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
May 2 

Beautiful warm Sunday - ice melting out & no rise 
or rush of water. 
Warmer weather. 
Will go to Tolovana tomorrow. 
 
Invited to deliver 30 min. address at High School 
Commencement May 21st. 
 
Robins singing in the trees. 
 
Dinner tonight with Mr. & Mrs. Jack Healey. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
May 3 

The Ice went out of Chena river last night – 
 
Left for Tolovana camp this afternoon at 4. Will 
remain all night at Olnes & go over the hill from 
there. 
 
(Entries May 3rd to may 25th are copied from my 
notes made on sheets of paper & used for copy-) 
 
Left Fairbanks for Tolovana diggings on 4:30 auto 
car. Tanana Valley Ry.  Met gasoline car at Fox - 
stuck on grade up Fox, bad track - drunken 
Prostitutes.  Reached Olnes at 8 oclock & put up at 
Tommy Quirks log road house - a relic of the old 
camp. 
Our fellow travelers - the swift ladies, retired to the 
s stockade where their noisy cries & laughter could 
be heard to a late hour.  My friend, White, the 
socialist still flourishes. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
May 4 

Left Olnes at 7 oclock - crossed to Chatanika river 
in a row boat just above the new unfinished 
footbridge.  Up Little Willow creek across the 
divide, down Big Willow to the forks, up to west 
Fork & across the divide to Washington Creek. 
Here we had much trouble to cross the swollen 
steam, but finally succeeded by walking on a half 
submerged tree - reached the Snow Shoe R.H. 
hungry, wet and tired - 16 mi. 
This house is kept by a Jap named K. Imamura, & 
is roughly built out of small round logs.  The beds 
are of the primitive kind, - round pole bunks, filled 
with boughs and adorned with cotton blanket or 
two - no sheets - no pillow cases - no cleanliness - 
just as the last traveler rolled out! - but when you 
are tired you can sleep in there & I did. 
Snow today while crossing the Wash. Creek divide. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
May 5 

Left Snow Shoe R.H. - head gulch at 8, climbed to 
divide -then Kettleson & I left Joynt & Joslin, and 
climbed the “Wickersham Dome” at the head of 
Wickersham Creek - a tributary of the Beaver river. 
From its summit we had a wide & glorious view - 
Mt Hayes & the big white range south of the 
Tanana, - the Beaver Mts & Sawtooth range 
toward Rampart & all the lesser ranges & valleys, 
while the Tolovana flats & valley lay below us. 
A beautiful day - Crossed down to Globe Creek 
Roadhouse kept also by two Japs. Quite a crowd 
of men here at Globe R.H. some going to & others 
coming from the new diggins.  Good grub - but 
same old beds - everything dirty but warm.  My 
ankles are sore & my heels skinned by my new 
rubber boots.  Moose sign everywhere. 
Limestone buttes on Globe Creek. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
May 6 

Left Globe Rd. Ho. at 7 oclock & followed north 
along a small creek that comes down from 
between two large limestone buttes - over the 
divide to O'Brien creek down that creek & across a 
divide to the Tatlina and Lanke's cabin.  Here we 
met Frank Miller, John Zug, & Gerahtz on their way 
to Fairbanks. Stopped with them & gave them 
lunch.  Crossed another divide to the middle fork of 
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the Tolovana at Casey’s Rd. Ho.  Hurt my foot in a 
fall - badly swollen & black - limping & sore. 
Hot water & liniment.  

19 Mi. today. 
Rd. Ho. Keeper tells us that the creeks around his 
neighborhood prospect well.   
Tolovana here is a beautiful but small river.  Old 
Indian hunting camp at bluff here. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
May 7 

My foot is badly swollen this morning but I changed 
shoes with Kettleson & as his soles are heavier I 
can walk - 8 mi. to Olive Creek where we stopped 
for lunch. 

Gus Peterson's mining plant here but he has 
prospected the ground and intends to move over to 
Livengood - 

We cross up Olive and over the divide to Kinny's 
R. Ho. on 6 above Livingood - Kinney, Gus 
Conradt, Franklin, & others.  Jimmy Haney - will 
stay here with Kenney while we look over the 
creeks. 

Only one woman - the “Laughing Kid” - on the 
Livengood - she weighs 200 and is a “sport.” 
Some unchivalrous ones call her the “Tolovana 
sow.” 
 
Harry Patterson has up the first gin pole on 
Livingood & a small flag flying from it - in honor of 
the Delegate from Alaska. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
May 8 

This morning we start out to see the “camp.”  The 
best prospects so far found are on the “bench” 
claims 3rd tier, right limit.  Only one hole to 
bedrock, but the miners think the pay is back there. 

Cascaden has the one hole to bedrock but Harry 
Patterson is putting down another 500 feet up 
stream on the same claim. 

Patterson is using my plant which Ray leased to 
him till Aug. 1.  Jack Curry working for Cascaden 
and Harry Pierson has the lay next to Patterson - 
down steam.  No paystreak yet, but one hole to 
bedrock - though that has some pay.  Probably a 
dozen men sinking shafts in the hope of reaching 
the pay which Pierson has in the Cascadian shaft. 

This is a good looking creek & country- hope it 
has some gold in it. 

Limestone here - back of No 6, a R.L. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
May 9 

Joynt & Joslin went down to Lake City - in the 
lower Livingood valley & Kittleson will go down 
tomorrow & they will go back to town - but I will 
remain 3 or 4 days. 

Visited Dan McCarty & some of the miners today 
- Livingood Creek is about as long as Cleary Creek 
at Fairbanks & has but little water & wood. 

Will wait here till Harry Patterson gets his shaft 
down to bedrock - Wheeler is also putting down a 
shaft downstream a mile on 30 bench.  If both 
strike it, there may be a pay-streak on the Creek. 

Patterson using my plant.  8 H.P. Scotch marine 
boiler, hoisting plant etc. good plant. 

There are a dozen miners here in the tent bunk 
house and we talk & tell hunting & trapping stories 
& talk mining until late bed time every night. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
May 10 

Kinney & Gus Petersons crew are bringing Gus' 
outfit -boiler & mining plant, from Olive around the 
hill to No 6 above, 2nd tier bench, on Livengood.  It 
is the first real mining plant in the country. 

Patterson digging hard to get to bed rock, for if 
he strikes pay it will add much to the spirit of 
optimism which always buoys up a mining camp 
even before pay is struck, 

Panning at Pierson’s & waiting impatiently for 
Patterson’s shaft to get bottom. 

Dave Cascaden and Dan McCarty are old 
Fairbanks miners of 1902. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
May 11 

Panning around Pierson’s & Patterson’s dumps - 
but it is early yet to guess whether there is pay 
here or not.  It needs more prospecting. 
Peterson’s boiler coming up the Creek - they will 
use it here at Kinney’s to saw lumber until there is 
pay located on Cascadian - Pierson’s hole & then it 
will go to mining. 
 
Dan McCarty, Jr. is one of the owners of these 
bench claims where they think they will have pay. 
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I first met Dan on Goldstream (Fairbanks District) 
in April 1903, when I came across from Circle.  He 
had a little dump on No 5, Goldstream then - they - 
he a his father afterwards took quite a fortune out 
of Goldstream. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
May 12 

Went over the Livingood divide today with Harry 
Pierson and J.W. McCord to “Alabam” Creek. 
Frank Cleary after whom Cleary Creek, Fbks. Dist. 
was named has a cabin at the mouth where 
Alabam empties into Mike Hess Creek. 
We went up to Barthel Bros claim on upper Alabam 
- 8 miles - Coming back we climbed on the 
limestone outcrop on the left limit of Alabam - from 
which we had a wide & beautiful view over the 
surrounding country. 
Saw many cross beaks - the cock in his British red 
coat and his wife in her olive green dress. 
In an old miners cabin a well thumbed copy of 
Plutarch's Lives.  We examined the divide at the 
head of Livingood -Hess creek can be brought over 
into Livingood with a two mile ditch for mining 
purposes. 
Moore, an old Yakutat miner, Jim Girourd, socialist 
& Alsek miner - bright & ready talker - great reader, 
- 16 miles today - walk. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
May 13 

About noon a fire sprang up in the heavy spruce 
timber near the head of Livingood and is now 
raging and roaring through the valley like a storm 
at sea.  Miners all back firing.  Keen's cabin and 
outfit burned. 
Prepared a Notice of Location of Water Right for 
Mike Hess intake & Haney, McCord and McCarty 
will go over tomorrow & post & locate water with 
the intention of ditching & fluming it over to 
Livengood for mining purposes.  Names of 
Locators: Chas. W. Joynt, Dave Cascaden, Henry 
T. Ray, Dan McCarty, James Wickersham, J.W. 
McCord, Harry Pierson & J.A. Haney.  

Prospects on Livingood look much better today - 
two more holes to bedrock & pay is lining up on the 
high benches. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
May 14 

Country is afire today - dry & fire spreading. 
Haney, McCord and Dan McCarty went over to 
Mike Hess today, accompanied by Ingraham, the 
surveyor, and located and surveyed water ditch 
from intake to divide. 
I paid Ingram $20. my share and for Joynt & Ray.  
Panned at Patterson’s and Pierson’s - 3rd tier 
bench, opposite No 6 above discovery, Right limit. 
Livingood - good prospects and camp really looks 
better. 

My feet are getting well but my broken big toe is 
yet sore and swollen. 
“Scotty” Bryson, cook at Kinney’s, is an old sailor 
and lived in Juneau years ago - He is a typical 
character - sailor, cockney English - intelligent and 
fiery. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
May  15 

Left Kinneys this morning to go home - down the 
Tolovana river - few have ever gone down it - 
though trappers and prospectors have done so. 
Walked down to Discovery - met Livengood, 
Koegley and many other prospectors and miners - 
Nothing but a few tents & two or three log huts.  
Went on down to Lake City - on the Tolovana flat 
valley near the Livengood creek.  Lunch there with 
Geo. Coleman, agent N.C. Co. Fairbanks, also Ray 
Rutherford, Ed Suter, Howard Merritt, Tom Blalock, 
Elam Harnish, F.S. Gordon. - Fairbanks business 
men – in charge of John Wigger, boatman.  They 
just arrived up the Tolovana river in a launch - 
Rutherford’s launch to the Big log jam, & in 
Wiggers small launch from there up.  Left West 
Fork in row boat at 5 oclock & floated down to John 
Wiggers cabin, for the night. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
May 16 

Wiggers cabin typical hunters cabin.  Beautiful 
morning, birds singing, ducks, geese & swan 
innumerable - beaver abundant.  Saw a big bull 
moose standing in the birch trees on the bank and 
we floated almost under him before he moved.  
Floated into a beaver town - big brave hit his tail on 
the water - “plop” - & at the signal others 
disappeared but curiosity brought them out again 
soon.  Hundreds of trees cut and stumps 
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everywhere.  Reached portage above log jam in 
evening - jam is in three mile bend - portage across 
2100 feet. Fine birch forest along this part of the 
river.  Built our camp alongside of Capt. Al Lieris 
tent house - he is cutting a trail for portage road. 
With me are “Benner, McCord, Haney, and we are 
having a fine trip & I am especially enjoying it.  The 
river is narrow and has high dry banks covered 
with a beautiful growth of birch & while small 
grassy lakes are numerous - filled with waterfowl. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
May 17 

Went duck hunting this morning along the river in 
Lieris motor boat!!  Beautiful stretch of river - It 
looks like a tropical river - high banks covered with 
white stemmed birch. 
McCord & I went over this afternoon to watch the 
beaver work - but “plop!” went the master trowel tail 
& they all disappeared - but soon you could see a 
head & a pair of eyes looking to see if the enemy 
was near.  Saw a big lynx along the river but he 
saw us, too, & ran. Shot an owl through the head 
with my 22° rifle. 
We will wait for the “Wigger” to come down with 
Coleman and others & will then go down the river. 

Capt. Al. Lieris tells me the Tolovana Hot Springs 
are 6 mi west of here on a high hill-side.  He also 
declares they have the rare medicinal value of 
restoring lost manhood - or at least boosting it like 
hell”, as he graphically put it. He says he has 
tested it! 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
May 18 

We assisted Al. Lien in cutting right of way for 
Tramway. At noon the Coleman-Gordon-
Rutherford party arrived -after dinner Haney, 
McCord, Benner & I embarked in Al Liens gasoline 
launch for Tolovana River lined with beautiful 
forests of white birch - late in the evening we 
reached the first hill - on west bank - high grassy & 
Indian signal hill seen for 20 mi - all over the wide 
valley etc. 
Fell & cut my face badly.  We reached the next hill 
-Chief Charley’s (Ya-gas) cabins & there we 
camped at 32-midnight.  We slept on the hillside 
just above the river -on a terrace cut by the Indians 

for bed places - sat up most of the rest of the night 
- listening to the wild animal & bird calls - geese - 
ducks - robins etc. - a glorious night. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
May 19 

At an early hour we made breakfast & caught a net 
full of fish.  Went up to Chief “Ya-yas” cabins - and 
along the grassy ridge to the Indian graves - on the 
highest point - from which we saw a splendid view - 
Mt Hayes & the big mountains across the Tanana - 
the 10 mile wide Tolovana valley at our feet -a 
grand view of Ya-ga's hunting grounds.  It is the 
most beautiful view in the interior - an Indians 
paradise.  If I were an Indian I would wish to be 
buried on this spot - a cloudless warm & glorious 
morning.  Left Chief Ya ga's - campground - down 
the river - passed the intake of the Chatanika river 
and reached the mouth of the Tolovana at 6 in the 
evening put up at Vashon’s Road house. 
It has been a day to be remembered - a hunters - 
Indians paradise, ducks, geese, swan & all kind of 
game - large & small. 
The Indians protest against the entrance of the 
white man into their hunting grounds - but in vain. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
May 20 

We are told there will be no boat to Fairbanks 
before the 23rd.  Sent a telegram to Mrs. 
Zimmerman, school director, excusing my absence 
from Commencement exercises on Friday. 

Rutherford’s launch with the Coleman-Gordon 
party on board came down the Tolovana & up the 
Tanana today - no room on it for us! 
We are washing - shaving and getting rested - I am 
still quite sore from the fatigue of traveling & from 
my fall on the hillside on the 18th.  Two bad cuts on 
the right side of my face. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
May 21 

Am interested in Vashon’s fox pens and especially 
in his new crop of foxes, born in the pens.  
Altogether he has 70 foxes and seems to be quite 
successful in raising them. 

Called on Chief Alexander (Sta-tad-tuna) first “a” 
sound as in “ate”, second short as in “at”.  The 
Chief of this bunch of Indians, at the Indian village 
on the point of land at the mouth of the Tolovana.  
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Most of his band are at Minto - fishing and hunting. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
May 22 

Chief Sta-tad-tuna called on me today bravely 
arrayed in his paint, feathers, bead work & moose 
skin coat.  We had a long “talk” about game laws, 
reservations, schools, etc. 
He and his squaws are making a beautiful birch 
bark canoe - cleaning, tanning & stretching moose 
hides & doing sewing & bead work. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
May 23 

The steamer “Reliance” left Ft. Gibbon - the mouth 
of the Tanana river, last night and will be here 
tomorrow sometime.  Beautiful clear weather and I 
am enjoying myself along the river bank talking to a 
number of hunters & trappers here from the 
Kantishna river with furs. 
They and the Chief Sta-tad-tuna interest me with 
their stories of hunting trapping - of animals, birds. 
Sta-tad-tuna gave me the names - the Indian 
names of the various Chiefs on the Tanana River 
as follows:  
Chief Alexander, of Tolovana 
Sta-tad-tuna Chief Charley - upper Tolovana 
Yaga - as in father 
Chief Thomas, of Wood River 
“Be-yits - e long  
Chief Ivan, of Crossjacket - 

Kuz-ra 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
May 24 

Steamer Reliance reached here at noon & Haney 
& I took passage on her - McCord & Benner left 
this morning on a launch with some miners - all for 
Fairbanks. 
On the Reliance are Riggs - R.R. Com. & Senator 
Gaustad & Speaker Collins on their way to 
Fairbanks 
Senator Sutherland left the boat at Rampart & will 
cross, via Tolovana. 
Senator Gaustad told me that Collins is coming 
home with a promise from Shackleford that in case 
he can carry the Tanana interior with delegates 
favorable to Shackleford for the Del. to Rep. Nat. 
Convention next year, ye (Collins) shall be 
appointed Governor!! 

Now what do you think of that? 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
May 25 

Nenana early this morning & reached Chena this 
evening about 7. p.m. 
Took train for Fairbanks & home - dog tired. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
May 26 

Commencement Exercises Fairbanks High School 
this Evening. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
May 27 

[Commencement program included] 
 
[clipping] 

The annual commencement exercises of the 
Fairbanks high school took place last night at the 
Orpheum theater, which was crowded to capacity 
to witness the advent of five students into the 
workaday life of the world after closing their school 
careers in Fairbanks.  They were Albert Willis 
Nicely, Helen Marie Bentley, Edgar Riley 
Wooldridge, Johanna Frances Miller and Arnold 
Mauritz Nordale. 

Delegate Wickersham addressed the students, 
giving them sound advise and picturing many of his 
own experiences as a schoolboy, later as a college 
student and finally as a lawyer. He preached the 
great doctrine of “Work, Work!”  This is the first 
time that Delegate Wickersham has been in 
Fairbanks at this time of the year for a long while 
and the graduates were fortunate in securing him 
for the occasion. 

Diplomas were presented by Rev. H.H. Lumpkin 
of St. Matthew’s Episcopal church, while the music, 
which was particularly good was under the 
direction of Dr. Aline Bradley. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
May 28 

Pat Mahoney, carpenter, with one assistant began 
repairs on my house today. 
Ray went out to Wolf Creek to see “cleanup” 
tomorrow. 
Hess came down and we discussed the proposition 
of buying up Cleary Creek and McCord, Gus 
Peterson, Haney, Dan McCarty & Charly Joynt 
were down to talk about organizing a Water Ditch 
Co. on Livengood Creek - the new Tolovana 
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“diggins.” 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
May 29 

At home looking after carpenters who are repairing 
the house - intend to get into good shape before 
Debbie gets here. 
 
Fine weather - clear, sunny, warm - fine garden 
days. 
 
Henry Ray came in from Wolf creek today - he 
attended a clean-up on one of my claims while out 
there but the miners are evidently not on the pay 
for the cleanup only yielded about $800.00. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
May 30 

Beautiful sunny day. Saw the Baseball game. 

Diary 25, 1915 
May 31 

Carpenters at work on house - I am answering 
correspondence and getting business affairs in 
shape. 
 
Outside Mail in today = Recd my April salary 
$62500 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
June 1 

Working at house - watching the carpenters etc. 
Recorded Notice of Location of Livingood Water 

Right etc. 
Dan Sutherland came to town today - he had 
dinner with me - Edgar, Lizzie & Henry T. Ray. 
Steamer Delta in from Dawson. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
June 2 

Dinner at Edgars - present Dan Sutherland, Edgar 
& Lizzie & I. 
Dan left this evening at 7 p.m. on the Delta for 
Ruby - Judge Bunnell also, & court party - for Ruby 
and Iditarod. 
Sent Jennie $150.00 for Nan - $25.00 a month July 
– December. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
June 3 

Writing letters - appointed Aaron Edward Rucker of 
Valdes - reappointed - Midshipman at Annapolis U. 
S. Naval Academy - 
Debbie reported on the Steamer “Yukon” - now 
trying to get into Lake LaBarge.   Will be here in a 
week. 

Drove a pipe well at the house today. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
June 4 

Made agreement with Hess - verbal - to assist me 
in securing options on Cleary Creek mines, etc. 
 
Full settlement with Henry T. Ray - he to deed me 
2 lots in Seattle in full payment of what he owes me 
- & to give me warrants for $545.00. 
 
Gave him my check for $50.00 in full to date. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
June 5 

Jesse Noble  & I talked over Scouse case etc.  He 
took copy complaint - says he will stand by & be 
square.  Morning paper says the S.S. “Yukon” left 
Dawson last night - Debbie aboard. 
Rushing work on house -  
 

Diary 25, 1915 
June 6 

The carpenters worked on my house today as I am 
anxious to get the house ready before Debbie gets 
here. 
The Yukon was in Eagle today & will be here about 
Thursday. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
June 7 

Working on house with carpenters, painters, etc. 
Citizen has statement & editorial about Fairbanks 
Agr. College & School of Mines that I am preparing 
to lay corner stone July 4th. 
 
[clipping] 

THE COLLEGE PROJECT. 
Delegate Wickersham is determined to promote 

the building of an agricultural college and school of 
mines, as authorized for Fairbanks by congress, 
but unless he can stir up enough public support but 
little can be accomplished. 

Without concentration of effort a community, like 
an individual, can never accomplish anything worth 
while.  The building of an agricultural college has 
nothing to do with any kind of political or other 
factional issue, and therefore every man, woman 
and child who is interested in the welfare of this city 
and of Alaska in general, should co-operate in this 
effort to establish here a college, which will be 
supported by the government as soon as the 
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Territory erects the necessary buildings. 
When agricultural colleges were constructed in 

territories in the past, they have not , it is 
understood had lands allotted to their support, as 
has been done in Alaska.  The bill passed by 
congress in its closing hours provides that if the 
sections set aside for the proposed agricultural 
college contain coal, the school shall have the 
profits from the mines which would otherwise be 
due the government, and the same applies to gold-
bearing lands. 

But the school need not rely upon such lands for 
revenues, for the general laws of the country 
provide for an annual appropriation of $50,000 to 
be used in maintaining each agricultural college.  
Of course the large institutions of that kind have 
much larger incomes, but every one of them gets 
the general appropriation of $50,000 a year. 

If the people here co-operate with Mr. W-, tae 
next session of the legislature can certainly be 
induced to appropriate money for the school 
buildings that will be necessary to start the school.  
Bu that time the government railroad will be 
nearing completion, and the Interior should be 
increasing in population very rapidly.  The demand 
for a school of that nature will be more apparent 
then than now, and it is quite certain that it will be 
but a few years until students will flock here from 
all parts of the territory to the young institution of 
higher learning. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
June 8 

Same as yesterday - 
News that Bryan has resigned as Sec. of State - 
accepted. He made Wilson President. 
 
Henry T. Ray delivered me deed to 

Lot 6, Block 44, and 
Lot 25,  “    45 in Denny & Hoyts Add. to Seattle 

in payment of what he owes me = $2100.00 
 

Str. “Yukon” with Mrs. W- aboard left Tanana - Ft 
Gibbon -today.  Here about Thursday. Am trying to 
get house ready. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
June 9 

Have forwarded deed to lots in Seattle to A.L. 
Valentine Board of Public Utilities, Seattle, for 
record - also two warrants for money due - one due 
me for $545. and one due Henry T. Ray for $132. 
for collection. 
 
Working several men on house - pay $1.00 per 
hour = $10.00 per day for carpenters & painters. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
June 10 

Working, on House. 
The Steamer Yukon reached Chena at 4 oclock - 
the train  went down & brought passengers up to 
Fairbanks.  I went down after Debbie & tonight we 
are at home for the first time since November 
1912!! 
 
There were a number of old Fairbanksans on the 
“Yukon” & more on the boats following. 
 
Many of Debbie’s lady friends were down to the 
station to see her and to welcome her home. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
June 11 

Working at house & trying to get settled. 
 
It will take us several days yet for I am having the 
house fitted up very comfortably - good heating 
plant – well - new kitchen etc. etc. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
June 12 

Same as yesterday. 
 
Have asked Louis Rhodes to send Tony 
Goessman in from the Creeks - he is getting tired 
of staying alone on the quartz claims between 
Bedrock & Chatham - & I will ask him to do some 
work on the limestone ledge at Fox - prospecting. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
June 13 

Fairbanks Chamber of Commerce - Nordale, Pres. 
has asked Gov. Strong to speak on 4th of July - but 
Gov. declines in this morning paper - says he will 
not be here on the 4th. 
I am arranging to lay the corner stone for the 
Tanana Agricultural College & School of Mines 
under the Act of Congress of March 4, 1915, on 
July 4th. 
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Diary 25, 1915 
June 14 

Working on house. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
June 15 

Working same as yesterday. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
June 16 

Same as yesterday. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
June 17 

Same work as yesterday. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
June 18 

Same.  Tony Goesmann my Cleary Creek friend in 
town. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
June 19 

Finished working on House, fence etc today.  Have 
put in new foundations under the house, additions 
to rooms, new heating plant etc. = cost about 
$1500.00 
 
Tony Goesmann, miner, to dinner. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
June 20 

Beautiful Day - 
Tony Nordale, chairman Com. on 4th July, invited 
me to deliver Oration on 4th, but I declined on 
account of my determination to deliver the address 
at the laying of the Corner stone of the Agricultural 
College – 
 
Dinner at home - Dave Dunbar, of Seattle & Henry 
T. Ray with us. 
 
Prepared form of Contract of Option by which to 
purchase Cleary Creek mines - Hess & Henry R. 
Ray & I. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
June 21 

At work preparing a tentative list of officials for a 
bold bluff organization of the Alaska Agr. College & 
School of Mines. 
Also getting ready to select spot to lay the 
cornerstone!  I intend to “keep going” until we get 
the College built & opened. 
 
It must not be allowed to stop - the interest of the 
people must not be permitted to lag.  So I am 
pushing  forward the organization, though without 
authority of law -just “in the name of the great 

Jehovah and the Continental Congress.” 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
June 22 

Ready to go out to the Agri. College site today but 
a heavy rain held back the party. 
 
The Steamer Yukon in tonight - Dan Driscoll & 
others on board.  
 

Diary 25, 1915 
June 23 

[clipping] 
SITE CHOSEN FOR 

SCHOOL OF MINES 
To select a site for the new government school of 

mines and agricultural college, Delegate W- and a 
party of friends visited the experimental station 
near Ester siding yesterday morning.  The trip was 
made in Grove's automobile and the party 
consisted of Delegate and Mrs. Wickersham, Mrs. 
Luther C. Hess, Mayor Andrew Nerland, and Rev. 
H.H. Lumpkin. 

They selected a site on top of the hillside, just a 
short distance toward Fairbanks from the farm.  
The site overlooks a pretty valley for miles and is 
considered ideal. 

While no definite arrangements for the laying of 
the cornerstone on July 4 have been made, 
Delegate Wickersham, said that a meeting 
probably will be held within a few days, at which 
time definite plans will be outlined.  The delegate 
thinks, however, that the Masonic lodge will be in 
charge of the ceremony. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
June 24 

Recd, copy of a bitter letter from Col. Richardson 
today - written to the Fairbanks Commercial Club 
but abusing me viciously because I will not agree 
to his mis management of our Alaska Fund. 
Father Monroe, Catholic, is protesting because the 
Masons are to assist in laying the cornerstone of 
the Agri-college buildings - sorry for he is one of 
my old time friends.  Went over and invited him to 
be present & offer prayer - or talk - or do any part 
of the ceremony -but he refused. - Well, we will lay 
it anyway! 

90° in the Shade 
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Diary 25, 1915 
June 25 

Am busy getting things ready for laying the 
cornerstone of the A.A.C & School of Mines on the 
4th.  Am getting very little assistance but it is 
because - I suppose - I am doing it without asking 
much assistance Gross, Anderson Bros & Nerland, 
Ray, McCauley, & a few others are helping. 
 
Very hot day! 
Standard U.S. Thermometer 94° in the shade & 
115° in the sun. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
June 26 

Working on my address for the 4th. & preparing 
generally for the ceremony etc. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
June 27 

With J.C. Groves & J.C. McCauley preparing the 
wooden box & letters for the corner stone. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
June 28 

Went out to College site & pointed out spot where 
stone is to be laid - the material for the stone 
delivered - saw the R.R. Co. about cutting trail up 
to site & running train there on the 4th. 

We cut the first road through the woods up to the 
corner stone site. 

 
Laid Corner stone today - by mistake the record is 
written on the following page, it should come here - 
We just cast the stone - in the box - ready for the 
4th 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
June 29 

Mon 28 
Went out to corner stone site today - cut roads -
cleared land - & back this afternoon & cast the 
cement stone in the big wooden matrix prepared 
for that purpose. 
 
Mr. Groves has kindly aided me in the work & 
others out there today. 

Mrs. Groves. 
Mrs. Robinson. 
Migget Johnson, Queen of the Native Sons & 

Daughters 
James Haney 
Jack Bellerby 
Groves & I. 

 
29th, Tuesday 

Conference with Hess & Gaustad about buying 
up Cleary Creek on options. 

Working on Address for the 4th of July. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
June 30 

Am preparing an address to be delivered on 
Sunday at the laying of the Corner Stone of the 
A.A.C. & S.M. 
The stone is now finished & ready - took off the 
front & some of the letters in the word “Corner 
Stone” were broken so we have filled them up & 
left only the following: “A.A.C - S.M.” “July 4, 1915, 
“ “L.D. 5915.” 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
July 1 

Working same as yesterday. 
 
Recd answer from telegram to Gov & Mrs. Strong - 
they will be here tomorrow & Mrs. W- is to give a 
reception to Mrs. Strong, from 3 to 5. for all the 
ladies of Fairbanks. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
July 2 

A beautiful day.  The Steamer Alaska came in early 
& a Com. came up with the Gov & Mrs. Strong - I 
went over to the T.Ry. depot & met them. 

Mrs. W- reception at our home this afternoon to 
Mrs. Strong was a success - a hundred ladies 
called.  Mrs. Hess & Lizzie assisted.  Mifs Fitts & 
Hazel Deicer & Florance Smith – assisted.  It was a 
beautiful function, & Mrs. W- was pleased, and 
both the Gov & Mrs. Strong seemed delighted.  
They left this evening at 8. on the Steamer 
“Schwatka” for down river – St. Michael & Nome. 

 
My address is finished & printed. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
July 3 

My address for tomorrow on laying the cornerstone 
of the A.A.C & S.M. is completed & printed - and all 
preparations ready. 
 
Much interest is taken in the function by the people 
many of whom profess to think it very encouraging. 
 
[clipping]  
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F.& A.M. ATTENTION. 
A special communication of Tanana Lodge No. 

162 is called for 12:30 p.m. July 4, 1915, at the 
temple, from which place the lodge will go in a 
body to conduct the ceremony of laying the corner 
stone of the Agricultural College and School of 
Mines.   

By order of the  
WORSHIPFUL MASTER, 

Attest: 
FRANK B. HALL, 

Secretary. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
July 4 

Well It's laid! 
The Corner Stone of the A.A. C - S.M. was laid at 2 
oclock with Masonic Ceremonies fine day - bright 
sun big crowd - & everything went off fine.  

Speakers:  Pratt  
Neal 
Wickersham 
 

We went out in Mr. Groves automobile.  It was a 
successful function, & everything went off well. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
July 5 

The Sporty 4th today - games, races etc. etc. 
I spent the day with 12 chiefs and headman of the 
Indians - from Salchaket to Ft. Gibbon - in 
company with Riggs, R.R. Commission & the 
officers of the U.S. land office talking and advising 
them about Indian Hd. & Reservations.  They seem 
most opposed to reservations - Mr. Madara 
Episcopal minister is urging opposition to 
Reservations - Our whole days “talk” is to be sent 
to Sec. of Interior Lane, in Washington & we will 
also write him about their wishes. 

We had a large photograph of Indians & officers 
taken by Johnson, the photographer. 
Fine day - 94 in shade. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
July 6 

Another long meeting with Indians today -This is 
report of yesterday 
[clipping] 

What was the first meeting or council ever held in 
the interior between government officials and the 

Indians took place in Fairbanks yesterday 
afternoon at the public library.  Fourteen well 
known Indians were present, ten of whom were 
chiefs.  Delegate Wickersham, Railway 
Commissioner Riggs, Charles Richie, special agent 
of the United States land office and Rev. Guy II. 
Madara did the talking for the white men, using an 
interpreter.  The subject under discussion was the 
establishment of reservations for the Indians and 
how they could best protect themselves from the 
usual encroachment of the whites.  The chiefs 
were a unit against reservations. 
In the afternoon a picture of the party was taken 
and the council resumed at four oclock, not 
concluding until six oclock.  It was a meeting 
fraught with great interest to the natives and of 
such importance as to eventually lead to the 
introduction of legislation in the near future. 

Diary 25, 1915 
July 7 

Am quietly working on my correspondence etc. 
 
Also working at plan of buying up Cleary Creek. 
 
Trying to help Lony Goessman settle up the claims 
which he has against Tanana Quartz & Hydraulic 
Min. Co. in which I have stock. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
July 8 

Same as yesterday. 
 
The river is full of steamers & scows bringing up 
the years outfit of merchandise - It looks like a busy 
harbor – 
 
Joe Wells who worked on my Tacoma land came 
here just before the 4th & now wants me to pay 
him some more money on that account which I 
refused to do - I sent Chas. T. Peterson $200. on 
the matter before Joe left Tacoma & I think that 
more than pays my contract price - but today I 
loaned him $100. - drew check & took receipt as a 
loan. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
July 9 

Spent the day in dictating letters to Stenographer -
trying to get my correspondence up to date. 
The News Miner yesterday and the Times today 
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print letter from John E. Ballaine in which he 
denounces my efforts toward securing the location 
& building of the A.A. C & S.M. at Fairbanks.  He 
also declares we will not get a Railroad etc. - The 
usual “Major” rot - the Times roasted him editorially 
this morning & the N.M. tonight. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
July 10 

Paying my bills today. 
 
Sent packages of Alaska pamphlets & papers (2 
pkgs). to Washington office today.  Am now pretty 
well up with my work for the first time since I came 
in – 
 
The total expense of laying the corner stone for the 
A.A. C & S.M. was about 125.- I paid all of it except 
$20. paid by Theodore Johnson.  Mr. J.H. Groves 
did a great deal of work & furnished his truck etc. 
for which is not included – his act is probably equal 
to $50 or $75 more. 
We three “paid the freight.” 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
July 11 

Home & comfortable. 
Ed. Stier & A.S. Danbrick old Tacoma friends, took 
dinner with us this evening. 
 
Weather is fine - warm & plenty of good rains - fine 
growing weather & the gardens are growing 
beautifully. 
 
Have received copies of the Alaska Forum, 
Rampart published by James Wingate 1900 - 
1901. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
July 12 

Am doing what I can to hurry along my scheme to 
buy up Cleary Creek on options - to sell.  Hess, 
Gaustad & Ray are to help me & I have prepared a 
form of option & am having it printed. 
Am getting many interesting and rare newspapers 
to add to my historical library.  W. F. Thompson 
gave me a file of the News Miner of the month of 
July, 1910 containing the account of the ascent of 
Mt. McKinley by the Lloyd party - and my joint 
debate with Shackleford. 

Bion A. Dodge gave me a file of the “Northern Light 
1906 – 7. 
Romeo Hoyt gave me a copy of the Sitka Post Oct. 
20, 1876, & the War Bulletin, June 1898. 
Capt          gave me a copy of the Caribou Sun. 
May 16, 1898, Klondike Nugget, June 16, 1989, & 
May 6, 1899. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
July 13 

Same as yesterday 
The Christian Science Society of Fairbanks asked 
me to introduce their lecturer Mr. Win R. Rathvon 
tonight at the Auditorium & I will do it. 

Did it! 
 

[clipping] 
FREE LECTURE. 

The Christian Science Society of Fairbanks, 
Alaska, announces a free lecture on Christian 
Science by William R. Rathvon, C.S.B., of Denver, 
Colorado.  Member of the Board of Lectureship of 
The Mother Church, The First Church of Christ, 
Scientist, in Boston Massachusetts, to be held at 
the Auditorium, Fairbanks, Alaska, on Tuesday, the 
13th day of July, 1915, at nine o’clock p.m., and 
cordially invites the public to be present. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
July 14 

Working in back yard cleaning up etc. 
 
We - Debbie & I will go out to Chatanika this 
afternoon on the Ross Daily Automobile - & stay all 
night - back tomorrow  Debbie has never been out 
to the creeks! 
 
Left at 4 oclock & reached Chatanika at 8 & stayed 
all night at Mrs. Jewel's. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
July 15 

Had a fine visit to Chatanika, Cleary, the Rhodes - 
Hall stamp mill, the summit & down Pedro & 
Goldstream home. 
Debbie was greatly pleased with the trip.  The view 
across the range north from the Summit was fine - 
altogether it was a successful trip. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 Finally got a copy of Col. Richardson’s letter of 
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July 16 June 23rd addressed to the Fairbanks Commercial 
Club, in which he abuses me in his usual fishwife 
style for the performance of my duties as Delegate 
from Alaska.  I will answer it immediately. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
July 17 

Hess, Gaustad, Ray & I have signed our 
agreement to work together in securing an option 
to buy, within 2 years, all the worked out placer 
claims on Cleary Creek. 
We are now ready for business - if we can get the 
owners to sign we ought to make some money. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
July 18 

Same as yesterday! 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
July 19 

Gaustad was out on the Creek about Options - but 
finds many objections to the 2 years time limit. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
July 20 

Same as yesterday. 
Working on letter to Col. W. P. Richardson etc. rel. 
political letter from him – 
 
Beautiful weather warm - hot even for this country. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
July 21 

Same as yesterday. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
July 22 

The steamer “Yukon” came in last night - Mr. Frank 
Carpenter & his daughter of Wash . D.C. & Mr. J. 
L. McPherson Sec. Seattle-Alaska Bureau, 
Chamber of Commerce, on board. Carpenter is 
towning the country in the interest of a long list of 
newspapers - McPherson is looking after a 
celebration of the semi-Centennial of the Purchase 
of Alaska. 
Called on both of them this morning. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
July 23 

We had Mr. Frank Y. Carpenter and his daughter 
Francis to dinner tonight & enjoyed them very 
much. 
The Carpenters live in Washington & Bluemont, 
Va- and are traveling in the interest of Syndicate 
newspaper stories about Alaska, etc. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
July 24 

Finished my first draft of a letter to Col. Richardson 
Pres. Alaska Board of Road Commissioners, who 

recently wrote me a mean letter about my 
criticizing his road work. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
July 25 

Sunday and a good rain last night - nothing doing - 
much. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
July 26 

The Fairbanks Commercial Club met this evening 
with McPherson to determine about what they 
would do for the Expo, in 1917.  Tom McGowan, 
general counsel for the N.C. ran the Club business 
as usual.  They sent Badger after me but I excused 
myself & would not go - saying that I wished to get 
their views, etc. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
July 27 

Str. Alaska in this morning with excursionists etc. 
  Beautiful weather. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
July 28 

Str. Alaska left down river this evening with Mr. 
Carpenter & his daughter... & all the Excursionists.  
They have had a fine visit to Fairbanks & 
Carpenter went away with an enthusiastic “boost.” 
We have certainly had glorious summer weather - 
the finest summer I ever saw in the Tanana I the 
visitors are surprised & delighted with it. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
July 29 

Miners from Tolovana are whispering around that a 
new strike on a new creek near the Livengood will 
create a new stampede there. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
July 30 

Finished my letter to Col Richardson, re Alaska 
wagon roads & in which I “roast” him for 
drunkenness, incompetency, etc. 
If there is any “scrap” in him he will feel like giving 
me battle - a thing he has threatened for 2 or 3 
years. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
July 31 

Sent Richardson letter through mail & also sent 
copy to the Secretary of War & another to 
Fairbanks Commercial Club. 
This Club is run by the N.C. Co. employees - 
McGowen, Clark, Coleman, Merritt, etc.  President 
is Nordale, who is under their control. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 Had to dinner tonight Mr. & Mrs. Frank Clark Mrs. 
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August 1  Heilig & Reed. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
August 2 

[Blank page] 

Diary 25, 1915 
August 3 

Gaustad told me today that he would probably take 
over the News-Miner from Thompson - said Mel. 
Boyd would go into it with him.  Wants me to 
endorse for them & help them out financially. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
August 4 

Finished preparation of the appeal in the Kolde Hd. 
case which Father Monroe asked me to prepare. 
 
Working to get Joslin to aid me in taking over Tony 
Goessman’s int. in Quartz mines on Cleary Creek. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
August 5 

Took copy Appeal etc. papers to the U.S. Land 
Office & delivered them to Kirstens in presence of 
Richie - K- promised to copy them for me & both 
promised to read them over before signing by 
Kolde. 

Diary 25, 1915 
August 6 

Sorting old papers - newspapers – for my Alaska 
library - mostly Fairbanks papers - hard to get files 
- can only get extra numbers. 
 
Talk with Joslin today about Quartz & Placer 
options on Cleary Creek.  He is very much 
interested for he thinks it will give the Tanana 
Valley Ry. of which he is Pres & Genl Mgr. a new 
lease of life. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
August 7 

Sent out copies of my Address on laying the 
Corner Stone of the A.A. C & S.M. to Senator 
Sterling, Rep's Lenroot, Mann, Ferris, Sec's Lane & 
Houston & to Alaska Legislators who signed the 
telegram favoring it, also to Com. which I appointed 
to look after College. 
 
Sent telegram to Mayor of Nome asking if any 
action yet taken toward survey of Nome Harbor & 
Snake River? 
 
Assisted today in the organization of the Tolovana 
Power & Water Co. - the ditch scheme which we 
started when I was on Livingood Creek. 

 
Harry Badger tells me that a year ago Col. 
Richardson was threatening to kill me - cursing & 
abusing me.  Says F. C. Club friendly to me. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
August 8 

Recd, telegram from Nome: 
Nome Alaska, Aug 8, 1915  

Wickersham. 
Fairbanks.  Letter from Capt. Shinbeck will visit 
Nome August twentieth.  

Diamond,  
Mayor. 

 
Diary 25, 1915 
August 9 

Have this day loaned O.P. Gaustad and M.R. 
Boyd, the sum of $500. for six mo. without interest, 
to assist them in buying out W. F. Thompson in the 
ownership of the Fairbanks News-Miner. 

Also drew contract by which they are to purchase 
the remainder of his stock.  They have bought & 
paid for 1320 shares out of 2500. - $10. per share - 
& take an option for the rest, to be taken up on or 
before June 1, 1916. 

They agree to establish a Republican paper! 
Contract also with Patterson & Finley for sale of 

my mining plant at Livingood - they paid me 
$125.00  and will pay me $875.00 more by June 
1916.  Contract in writing. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
August 10 

Assisted “Whitehorse” Smith to prepare a location 
Certificate on Mining Claims - White Horse 
Association Claim” - Livingood Creek, heretofore 
located by Dave Cascaden etc for himself & Smith, 
but when Dave found out it was valuable he 
changed to stakes, notice etc. cut Whitehorse out 
& put McCord in - a fraud. 
 
If weather is not too bad will start for Chena Hot 
Springs in the morning. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
August 11 

All ready to go to Big Chena Hot Springs but boat 
out of order etc. 
 
At home at work. 
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Diary 25, 1915 
August 12 

Raining this forenoon but promised that boat will go 
this afternoon - up Chena river. 
 
Steamer Tanana in at noon with Yukon river - 
outside passengers, Miss Cooley – Fred Crouch – 
frances – on board. 
 
Left Fairbanks this afternoon on Bjermarks launch 
for upper Chena river. 
Edgar B- , Bob Chamberlain & I - we two latter 
bound for Big Chena Hot Springs & two first on 
hunting trip. 
Mr. Schorser, of Fox, is along - going up to the 
Springs for health - start tonight at Dilleys ranch - 
Meadow brook Farm - 3 miles up Chena river - 13 
miles from town. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
August 13 

Launch breaks down on slightest excuse - & we 
are traveling very slow. 
 
Camped this evening on the river bank 15 miles up 
Chena river from Dilly’s. Ducks & beaver sign - in 
abundance . 

Good weather. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
August 14 

Launch made better time today & tonight we are 
camped in woods on river bank just below the 
intake of Horseshoe Lake. Passed Hawks Nest 
Bluff at noon. 
Launch will not go any further - low water & many 
sweepers - hanging trees, etc.  This is a great river 
for beaver - their cuttings are along the banks - 
signs common. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
August 15 

Bob, Mr. Schoeser & I left the launch at Horse 
shoe Lake - where its waters enter the Chena - and 
walked north to the Chena trail & thence East 
along trail to Johnson's Roadhouse on the 
Colorado Creek.  It was a hot day - the country was 
boggy - marshy - & the trail worse than the 
imagination can picture.  Am worn out tonight - 
tired - wet and muddy.  Still we are here. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 Left Colorado Road House this morning along the 

August 16 trail -it is more like a Canal - We get a packhorse to 
carry our packs.  Road as bad as a bottomless 
swamp can be - and we did not reach the Forks of 
the Chena until 7:30 when we found an empty 
cabin & put up for the night.  We are at the point 
where the Chena divides into the Middle & North 
forks. 
Bad sleeping - but good weather & nothing to 
complain about except the Canal road. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
August 17 

Left Forks this morning & followed old game trail up 
the middle ridge - across the mountains and down 
the divide to Hot Springs - about 65 miles from 
Fairbanks. 
Reached here at 5 oclock in afternoon.  Big log 
Roadhouse kept by Chas & Mrs. Beam.  Mr. & Mrs. 
Geo. Wilson also here -& no one else.  We stay at 
Beams.  Drink water & take baths. Hot soda & 
sulphur waters - fine. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
August 18 

Hot springs basin is quite a flat valley surrounded 
by high hills - and affords a fine site for a Home for 
Alaska disabled or aged prospectors.  The water is 
about 150° hot and is said to be highly beneficial in 
rheumatic & other bodily ills.  There is a very good 
site for hostels etc.  The springs rise out of granite - 
and flow about 500 or 600 gallons per minute.  
Hotels or houses could be heated with the water.  
The outlook here is fine - but the roads are 
wanting!!  Still an automobile road from town can 
be built along the bluff toe north of the river all the 
way from town. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
August 19 

Bob Chamberlain went out hunting today & killed 
two caribou. 

We are resting & taking a daily bath & drinking 
the waters. 

 
Mrs. Beam is quite a hunter.  The day we came 
here she was out hunting & saw & shot at a bear - 
she killed one about two months ago.  I first met 
her in Rampart in 1903 -she had then just come 
down from Koyukuk with - or rather without - her 
first husband - Tom Rockwell. 
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Diary 25, 1915 
August 20 

Geo. W. Wilson located the ground at and around 
the springs 4 or 5 years ago - He was not the first 
discoverer for the Swan Bros. - according to a 
notice written on a tree here - built a cabin & bath 
house here in 1905, but made no claim to the 
ground. 
Wilson’s claim is being contested by the U.S. & has 
been denied by the Com. of the Genl. Land office - 
but is now on appeal to the Sec. of the Interior. 

Wilson’s wife came up here 3 or 4 years ago to 
take the baths but married him & remained.  She 
formerly ran a boarding house in Fairbanks. 
Wilson is a Canadian but has now declared his 
intention to become a citizen of the U.S. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
August 21 

We are hourly looking for Gregg, one of the 
Trappers and river men who has a cabin just below 
here on the Chena.  If he gets here in time I will go 
down the stream with him in the poling boat and 
thus escape the bad trails.  Beam went over the 
mountains to the Forks yesterday but Gregg had 
not yet come.  It is raining now - & the roads will be 
worse. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
August 22 

It was a sunny day & I am disappointed that Gregg 
does not come.  If he is not here by morning I will 
not wait longer.  Have gathered all the data I need 
for making a report on this site to the Governor & 
other members of the Commission for the location 
of the Old Prospectors Home, & will start back 
tomorrow - Gregg or not. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
August 23 

No Gregg yet, and Bob and I left Hot Springs today 
for Greggs cabin - about 8 miles across the 
mountain - down stream on the bank of the Chena. 

Arrived at Greggs Cabin this evening - but he 
was not at home.  Has not yet returned from 
Fairbanks. 
Bob was advised where Greggs Key to the cabin 
was hidden & we entered & cooked supper & slept 
there.  Gregg’s cats have a “safety” hole to get 
under the house -we fed them but they seemed 
scared & wild.  Cabin is well built - clean & well 

furnished.  Gregg is a fine photographer & a great 
hunter as well. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
August 24 

58TH BIRTHDAY! 
As a Sort of a celebration of my 58th birthday we 
crossed the swollen river at Griggs this morning 
with much difficulty then climbed the long divide to 
the Domes south of Angel Creek - thence to the 
long ridge on the left limit of Colorado & thence 
down that long ridge to the Colorado Roadhouse - 
a distance of not less than 20 miles - over high 
ridges & the last 8 miles in a pouring rain.  We 
reached Colorado Rd. House about 8 oclock - wet 
& tired. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
August 25 

Woke this morning none the worse for my hard trip 
of yesterday!  Felt fine & employed Alex Johnston - 
the road house man to take us down to Fairbanks 
in his poling boat.  We left the mouth of Colorado 
Creek at 7 this morning - Bob & I in the boat with 
Johnston. 
The river is high & the current strong.  Before noon 
it was again raining hard & it was a bad day - but 
we floated & worked our way down stream.  The 
river is rising & full of floating drift & logs. 
Tonight we are at an old abandoned cabin about 
25 miles up the river from Fairbanks.  Will get 
home tomorrow! 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
August 26 

From old Hunters Cabin - 28 mi up Chena river - to 
Fairbanks & arrived home at noon. 
Paid Johnson $42.00 for bringing us down in his 
poling boat - high because he must pole his boat 
back again & it will take him 5 or 6 days to do it. 
Beautiful sunny day & Debbie well. 
 
Passed camp of women & children on Chena river 
about 18 miles up from Fairbanks - country trip for 
some of the town folks 
 
Word “Che - Na” 
Che. means big rock. 
Na. means river. 
at the mouth of the river where it joins the slough is 
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the big rock - high & standing in the valley - Hence 
the name “Big Rock River” 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
August 27 

Busy today with much mail which had accumulated 
in my absence. 
 
The ladies of Fairbanks are to give Debbie a 
Reception tomorrow – a public reception at the 
Masonic Hall! 
 
[clipping] 

LADIES TO HOLD 
BIG RECEPTION 
Mrs. James W- to 

Be Guest of Honor at 
Reception. 

In honor of Mrs. James Wickersham, wife of 
Delegate James Wickersham, the ladies of the 
Women’s Civic club of Fairbanks, will hold a public 
reception tomorrow afternoon from 2 o’clock until 5 
o’clock.  The reception will take place at Masonic 
temple on First avenue and all ladies of the town 
are invited to be in attendance. 
At a recent special meeting of the Civic club, it was 
voted to tender a reception to Mrs. Wickersham at 
the earliest opportunity as she is to leave for the 
Outside during the early part of next month. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
August 28 

[clipping] 
CLUB RECEPTION IS 
ENJOYABLE AFFAIR 

At Masonic temple yesterday afternoon, the 
Women’s Civic club of Fairbanks held a reception 
in honor of Mrs., James Wickersham, wife of 
Delegate Wickersham.  From two oclock until five 
oclock in the afternoon, the reception rooms were 
filled with ladies and throughout the reception was 
a most auspicious start for the Civic club, as it was 
the first social affair given by the organization. 

Masonic temple was beautifully decorated, there 
being a profusion of sweet peas and asters, many 
beautiful bouquets appearing all through the hall.  
Along the walls there were a number of garlands, 
intertwined with pretty vines, which, with the room 

darkened by drawn blinds and the great 
chandeliers throwing forth a brilliant light, 
presented a tropical splendor. 

In the receiving line were only Mrs. Luther C. 
Hess, president of the club, and Mrs. Wickersham, 
the guest of honor. 
The punch bowl was presided over by Mrs. Edgar 
Wickersham, assisted by a number of young 
ladies. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
August 29 

[clipping continued] 
The musical program consisted of a number of 

piano sections by Miss Clara White Cooley; two 
solos by Dr. Aline Bradley and Mrs. J.H. Caskey; 
and a number of excellent selections on a Victrola, 
Mrs. R.W. Calderhead having furnished a 
phonograph and some select records.  for the 
vocal selections, Mrs. J.C. Sayers was 
accompanist. 
To Mrs. O.P. Gaustad, Mrs. L.F. Protzman and 
Mrs. J.G. Moore, the committee on arrangements, 
great praise was given for the manner in which the 
reception was conducted.  Throughout the 
afternoon, Mrs. James Wickersham had an 
opportunity of renewing many old acquaintances 
and of meeting a number of ladies who have 
settled in Fairbanks during her residence in 
Washington, D.C. 
 
Had Judge & Mrs. Pratt, Harry Pratt and Henry T. 
Ray to dinner tonight. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
August 30 

Saturday Evening News-Miner & Sunday morning 
Times contain announcement that Fairbanks P.O. 
is to be moved into N.C. Go's Hd. rooms instead of 
into recently purchased buildings on West half 
court House site. 
Have just sent long telegram of protest to Post 
Master General. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
August 31 

Postmaster Deal comes back this morning with 
defense of removal to N.C. building - says if move 
into government building that light & heat will cost 
as much as N.C. rent & Light & heat! 
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I answer in the News-Miner this evening  
 
[clipping] 

“Well, if MR. Deal and the business men of 
Fairbanks think it better, cheaper and more 
beneficial to the town to rent the N.C. tin 
storerooms at two hundred per cent of their value 
than to have our own public buildings, I shall not 
quarrel with them.  It will relieve me from working 
longer for the $250,000 appropriation for a 
government building. 
If Mr. Deal's special plea that it is cheaper to 
remain in the N.C. Co. quarters is good now it will 
be good for years to come, so there is no need for 
a public building.” 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
September 1 

Str “Yukon” in - big mail. 
 
Prof. Brooks, U.S. Geo Sur also in town – 
 
Busy writing letters. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
September 2 

Working on Cleary Creek options from day to day.  
We are not getting them as rapidly as we wish for - 
but slowly.  Still its a job to get miners to give two 
year options!! 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
September 3 

Same 

Diary 25, 1915 
September 4 

Am to be one of the judges at the Agricultural Fair 
to begin Monday - 
Neal, of Agri. Ex. Station Joslin and I are to be the 
three judges. 
 
Fine weather so far - rainy but no freeze - no frost 
to hurt and our flowers are a joy to us yet. 
Our yard never looked so nice & we have greatly 
enjoyed our flowers. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
September 5 

Dr. Brooks, U.S. Geo. Sur took dinner with us this 
evening - also Mifs Cooley - 

Joslin came down after dinner & we had a 
pleasant evening discussing many things. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
September 6 

Tanana Agricultural Fair 
It is a small Fair but a fine large display of garden & 
farm products - such as potatoes, cabbage, turnips 
etc. etc. oats, wheat, barley etc.  It is a 
demonstration that the Tanana Valley is a farming 
country & can feed its own and the adjoining 
mining population. 

At meeting of the Pioneers Lodge tonight - a 
large crowd present - I made statement of my trip 
to Chena Hot Springs & my general idea of 
establishing a Home for Aged Prospectors - U.S. 
Marshal Erwin was on his feet instantly to oppose - 
and there you are again! 
He can probably control Gov. Strong & Sec. of Ter. 
Davidson against me- and I will not fight.  Let the 
people of Fairbanks think it over! 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
September 7 

Agricultural Fair. 
 
Neal, Joslin & I were the committee on Awards. 
 
Harvest Ball tonight at the Auditorium - we went. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
September 8 

[Blank page] 

Diary 25, 1915 
September 9 

Preparing judgment in the case of Goessman vs. 
Tanana Quartz & Hydraulic Mining Co. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
September 10 

Judgment Tanana Q. & H. M. Co. signed by Judge 
Bunnell. 
 
Debbie bought her ticket for Seattle – boat goes 
tomorrow. 
 
Frank Howard & wife are here from Koyukuk, and 
will go outside on boat with Debbie. 

Howard established the “Alaska Free Press,” in 
Jany 1887, and I appointed him Com. in Koyukuk 
when I was Judge. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
September 11 

Rainy this morning. 
 
Debbie left for the outside this evening at 7 oclock -
the “Reliance” took the passengers down to Chena 
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& the “Alaska” from there to Dawson. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
September 12 

A rainy, lazy Sunday - Wind blowing and rain 
dashing on tin roof - I'm lonesome - Cannot go to 
the Creeks tomorrow for the rain which poured 
down all last night and today. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
September 13 

Regular equinoctial storm 40 hours rain without 
cessation river rising - creeks flooding - no end in 
sight yet.  Sorry - for I wanted to go to the creeks 
this afternoon - but no use trying - better remain in 
a dry & comfortable camp than in a drowned one. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
September 14 

Raining & the river high - a big drift is down against 
the bridge & it looks like it may go out.  It is the 
highest water ever known in the river at this 
season. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
September 15 

Part of the bridge went out last night - also the 
Graehl bridge - water higher than yesterday, but at 
flood. 

Raining stopped & the barometer rising. 
 

Will go to Creeks as soon as waters recede.  
 
Water rising in my cellar. 
 
Pleasant evening visiting with Brooks, Bill McPhee 
& Joslin Pioneer Days. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
September 16 

Water 6 in. in basement & cannot use furnace, but 
river falling, whole country flooded - and waters so 
high that it will take days to drain off - 

Steamer Yukon expected in tonight. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
September 17 

Dr. Brooks, Geologist, U.S. left for outside on 
“Yukon” today - have had many very pleasant talks 
with him & Riggs, Ry. Com. & Joslin. 

Flood is over & waters receding - but too wet to 
go to Creeks before Monday – 
 
Heard that Marshal Irwin & threatening me with 
onslaught next fall at election times. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
September 18 

Nothing much - just waiting for the water to run off 
so that I can go to the Creeks. 
John H. Sullivan, Co “9” 2nd artillery, U.S.A. at Ft. 
Wrangell in Mch. 1869.  In 1871 transferred to 
Sitka -assisted post Adjutant in publishing “Sitka 
Times” - an abbreviated copy of the original. 
Sullivan is one of the - if not the oldest white 
resident of Alaska - Al. Mayo came in 1873. 
Sullivan lives here in Fairbanks - came to see me 
today about assistance for an increase of Pension 
by Act of Congress. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
September 19 

Trip To Wickersham Creek 
 
Left Fairbanks this afternoon on gasoline car T.V. 
Ry, for Olness - 
Stayed Olness all night.  Am accompanied on the 
trip by Al. Copeland, an old prospector who came 
to Fairbanks in 1902 with Capt. Barnette, on the 
Steamer “Isabelle” as foreman, and also by George 
Colendich an Austrian. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
September 20 

Purchased some supplies at Whites store and 
Copeland & I prepared packs for trip.  Colendich 
divides the load with us. 
We left Olness at 8- Mr. Sommers, of the Alaska 
Road Com. saying their team would take our packs 
to Washington Creek - 8 1/2 mi. out on the new 
building Tolovana trail which is cleared to that 
point. 
We carried our packs down to the Chatanika - 2 mi 
- and at noon the Com. wagon picked them up 
there & took them into Wash Creek Camp - where 
we remained tonight in a tent Rd. House kept by a 
Japanese. 
Road so far is very - very wet - bad - & bottomless. 
No grading - nothing but trees cut - building a 
bridge across Wash. Creek - same crossing as 
Tolovana Trail saw in May & June. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
September 21 

Left Rd. House at Wash. Creek early & went north 
along newly cut trail to divide south of Wickersham 
Creek - here there was heavy fog & we became 
bewildered & followed out on a long divide N.E. 
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toward the creek - Camped for the night on one of 
its tributaries - as we were making camp I panned 
some gravel - clay & found fine prospects of gold - 
2nd pan the same - then discovered that our pan 
was an old one & the colors of gold were burned 
into the pan - in other words we were salted! 
Glad we found it out so soon. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
September 22 

This morning I thought I recognized a high dome 
across the valley north of us as Wickersham Dome 
- so guided thereby we went N.E. down a long 
ridge for 8 or 9 miles to Wickersham Creek & 
thence down the Creek.  At noon, as we were 
looking for a camping place intending to remain a 
day or two and prospect, Copeland ran on to two 
moose and shot both - and greatly to my disgust 
we were obliged to spend the afternoon in dressing 
them to save the meat.  At present prices, 15 cents 
per lb - they are worth more than $100.00 to him & 
George, and they are cash - and not even the 
prospect of finding gold could drag them away. 

So we have now put up the tent & they are 
cutting up the moose & arranging a high cache on 
three cut off trees -about 10 ft. above the ground.   
[sketch included] 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
September 23 

We were very uncomfortable last night - it froze ice 
on the water half an inch thick & we were forced to 
sit up by the fire after 1 oclock. 
We got the cache built & the meat up out of reach 
of the bear by noon and after noon we concluded 
to go home via the Wickersham Dome - across the 
valley!! 
After a long hard walk across the valley & up the 
mountain, where we arrived about 5 oclock, we 
found we were mistaken - that we were really 6 or 
7 miles further down the stream than we thought - 
and at dark we were driven off the high divides 
down to-heavy timber where we were forced to 
camp for the night - on the mountain side. 
Here we sat all night before a camp fire - cold, and 
without tent or blanket - and the cold east wind 
driving the smoke & ashes into our faces. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
September 24 

This morning we found we were on the north side 
of Wickersham Dome - and by noon we were 
across the Dome & down to the Snowshoe 
Roadhouse where we had an hours sleep & a good 
meal, after which we mushed on to the Jap 
Roadhouse at Washington Creek for the night. 
My feet are pretty badly cut and skinned by my 
rubber shoes which wrinkle up and cut like a file. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
September 25 

Left Washington Creek Rd House this morning & 
came into Olness at noon - lunch & a rest & the 
2:10 train for town carried us into Fairbanks at 7 
oclock in the evening. 
My! But my feet were sore! 
Home - clean clothes & a Turkish hath - a good 
dinner & a better bed - good night. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
September 26 

Resting today & looking over mail & telegrams.  
Nothing important. 
Wrote to Debbie and had dinner with Edgar & 
Lizzie. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
September 27 

Moved my letter files and cabinet from Guy B. 
Erwin’s office down to my house today and am 
sorting over letters -old letters - will send my 
steamer trunk out on one of the boats with my most 
important old letters - for binding. 
 
Paid C. V. Joynt $100. my one half of the price of a 
map of Cleary Creek for use in our enterprise of 
taking options on the Creek. 
 
My balance in the 1st Nat. Bank today was 
    992.92 
    250.00 Patterson check 
$1242.92 
    100      Joynt check  
$1142.92 Bal. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
September 28 

Al. Copeland will start out to Wickersham Creek 
again tomorrow at my expense on a prospecting 
trip. 
In addition to past payments I gave him $20.00 
more today. 
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Took dinner tonight with E.B. Collins, Shackleford's 
candidate for Gov. of Alaska - in case Collins 
delivers this Div. to Shack - for Delegate of the Nat. 
Rep. Con. & also in case the Rep. elect the next 
President, and more particularly, also, if 
Shackleford don’t change his mind. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
September 29 

Working on my mail - sending out to the 
Washington office such letters etc. as must go 
there. - the boat goes tomorrow. 
 
Am finding much trouble to get options on Cleary 
Creek mines etc. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
September 30 

Steamer “Tanana” down river today with mail etc. 
Preparing my report to Gov. Strong & Sec. 
Davidson on the location of Old Prospectors Home 
at Big Chena Hot Springs. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
October 1 

Spent part of the day in examining the record in the 
old Scouse case & generally in resting! 
Am ready to go to the Coast as soon as it freezes 
up - now the mud on the roads is bottomless.  

Nothing doing. 
Diary 25, 1915 
October 2 

Tommy Watson cut the grass in the yard - pulled 
up the flower stalks and put the beds in shape for 
winter - or spring rather.  It was a beautiful fall day - 
sunny, war, but with a hint of the coming cold. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
October 3 

Consultation with Pearson & Johnson, owners of 
Cleary Creek claims about option. 
It is important to get them to sign options - for it will 
bring others - and we care not getting along as well 
as I hoped we would. 
 
Dinner this evening with Pete Buckholtz - present 
his son, and Bill McPhee, Frank Wiseman & 
Adolph Bruening, & I 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
October 4 

As Usual today. 
Mail - nothing important except that Academic 
Board at West point refuses to accept Howard 
Rolston's reappointment - that debars him though I 

have regularly appointed him.  If I can I will 
nominate him as cadet at Annapolis Naval 
Academy & stay by him as fully as I can. 
 
Attended meeting of the Pioneers of Alaska, Igloo 
No 4. ; tonight.  A Mr. Hofstad presents the igloo 
with a copy of No. 1. No 6, “The Dyea Press” & the 
meeting gave it to me!! 
The only copy of the paper I have, and am pleased 
to get it. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
October 5 

[clipping] 
Mrs. Wickersham 
 Safe In Seattle 

SEATTLE, Oct. 5. (Via. Ashcroft). 
-Mrs. James Wickersham, wife of the delegate 

from Alaska, arrived in this city today on her way to 
the exposition.  Mrs. Wickersham reports a 
pleasant trip. 

 
Attended the Reception at the Library tonight - and 
“also spoke”, - talked about Libraries & the 
necessity for some practicable plan of support for 
common schools & libraries in Alaska. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
October 6 

Mr. Richard H. Geoghegan spent the evening at 
my house - we talked about the Indian languages 
of Alaska - and his recent trip to Japan - ethnology 
philology etc. and had a most enjoyable time of it. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
October 7 

Klopsch, the former publisher of “The Alaskan 
World” Vol. 1, No 1. printed at Fairbanks May 23, 
1912, today gave me the first five days - 6 copies 
of the earliest papers which soon ceased 
publication when the Editor Klopsch was sent to jail 
for contempt of court!  K- is a fine fellow for all that. 

Snowing this afternoon & looks like winter. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
October 8 

Nothing Doing. 
 
Snowed last night - 2 inches, but melting. 
 
Automobile Stage started out over the trail to 
Chitina this morning - 17 passengers - It's very 
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muddy & they will have a hard time of it. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
October 9 

My political enemies in the Fairbanks Commercial 
Club, the Federal salary bunch & the Times office, 
are just now making a big fight against me.  They 
are boosting Richardson - the Alaska Road 
Commission etc. and damning me vigorously.  But 
they have always done that so let them yell! 
 
Riggs, Ry. Com. spent the evening with me talking 
-just talking 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
October 10 

Took dinner with Pete Buckholtz - present 
Gaustad, Pat Meehan, Bill McPhee, Geoghegan, 
Kenyon & I - & host. 
 
Will go to Cleary Creek tomorrow. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
October 11 

Mr. Luther C. Hess and I went out on the 9 oclock 
morning train to Chatanika, to secure options on 
placer mining claims 

Walked up the creek as far as old Cleary City - 
stayed all night at the “Igloo” - the old Nordale 
Hotel of richer and happier days - the days when 
Cleary City sported 2000 population of very kind 
instead of the 20 that now live there.  “Dick,” the 
Chinaman cook lived in Tacoma in 1885 when the 
Com. of 15 drove the Chinamen out - & Dick and I 
talked it over. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
October 12 

G. Hinton Henry, Editor of the Fairbanks “Socialist,” 
-the “Yukon Press” of Tanana, the Hot Springs 
“Echo” etc. was at this roadhouse last night. 
He “collected” yesterday and scattered it last night. 
He was loudly - vociferously drunk and scolded 
himself during the latter hours of the night for his 
admitted sins. 
 

We have made the tour of the Creek and have 
been quite successful in gathering “options” our 
purpose being to acquire options on all claims on 
the Creek & then sell them to some large financial 
concern!  I have 2 1/2 claims of my own which I 
hope to sell also. 

 
Diary 25, 1915 
October 13 

Back from Cleary today & feel quite like we have 
been successful in securing options - it begins to 
look like a fairly successful start - now we want a 
few more & then a purchaser. 
 
Cold - down to zero last night, but now getting 
warmer. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
October 14 

Mr. Hess and I spent a busy day getting Cleary 
Creek mine owners to sign options to sell us their 
claims.  We are more successful than I supposed 
we would be and have secured so many that we 
may now fairly begin the work of looking for a 
purchaser for the entire Creek - worth 
$20,000,000.00. 
I purchased Gaustads 1/4 (one fourth) interest in 
the options today - he has done nothing to assist 
us but I gave him $250.00 to assign his equity & 
quit. 
 
I was invited to dinner at Caskeys tonight - and 
forgot it - went over later and apologized & spent 
the evening – 
 
Began taking depositions in Scouse v Carbonneau 
case! 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
October 15 

Still snowing - some - cold & the roads solid. 
Taking dispositions today in Scouse case. 
Gaustad made an assignment of his interest in the 
Cleary Creek options to me , which gives me a half 
interest - Hess one quarter & Ray 1/4. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
October 16 

Got an option from Jesse Noble on his Cleary 
Creek claims – at a reasonable sum, too, which is 
surprising. 

Hess will leave for the coast tomorrow morning, 
and leaves all Cleary options with me & Ray. 
 

Alaska Day – 
Pioneers Igloo No. 4 had a big meeting tonight & 
we talked about Statehood for Alaska. 
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Diary 25, 1915 
October 17 

Working in gathering things in house and preparing 
to leave it for the winter. 

Cold & clear today but reports are that it is a bad 
condition on the summit at Yosts across the 
Isabelle Pass.  Trails block - deep snow & all 
automobiles abandoned. 
Took Henry Cooks deposition in Scouse case also 
John A. Clarks, etc. – 
 
[clipping] 
{Fairbanks Times, Oct. 17, 1915} 

A CLEARY PIONEER 
You talk of the deeds of the old pioneers and laud 
them to the skies 
But never a word of the woman or the grave 
wherein she lies,  
Who's asleep out here on the hillside where people 
as they pass  
Oft catch a glimpse of the little grave half hidden in 
the grass  
That holds the first white woman who trod this 
golden land, 
Who brightened the hopes of many by extending 
the helping hand,  
Who went through all that you did –camp’d on the 
same old trail – 
And fought for her life like you did in the blizzard 
and the gale. 
 
There's a picked fence around her, but no sign of 
slab or stone  
To tell the name of the sleeper or explain why she's 
alone,  
Alone out here on the hillside in a little fenced-off 
plot,  
Slumbering on in silence, by everyone forgot, 
With none to plant a flower or shed a single tear 
In honor of the grit and nerve of the Cleary pioneer, 
Who went through all that you did –camp’d on the 
same old trail -And fought for her life like you did in 
the blizzard and the gale. 
   F.C. 
{Fred Crewe} 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
October 18 

Got an option from Jesse Noble on his Cleary 
Creek claims – at a reasonable sum, too, which is 
surprising. 

Hess will leave for the coast tomorrow morning, 
and leaves all Cleary options with me & Ray. 
 

Alaska Day – 
Pioneers Igloo No. 4 had a big meeting tonight & 
we talked about Statehood for Alaska. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
October 19 

Stages away for the coast, this morning - two 
automobile states - I go on the next one. 
 
Making contract with Al Copeland to grub stake 
him in mining - prospecting for the coming winter. 
 
Read, copy of old paper “The Yukon Press” Vol 5, 
No. 3, Mch 22, 1899 from Mr. Howard Turner of S. 
Francisco, today by mail.  Turner was in Circle at 
that time & it contained short account of his journey 
which accounts for his preserving it.  It is the only 
copy I have ever seen of that paper & I am pleased 
to get it. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
October 20 

Finishing up Cleary Creek options - now have 29 
owners signed up - the greater part and enough to 
give us control of the richest gold stream in Alaska! 
Made arrangements to go out on the N.C. 

automobile stage on Friday morning. 
Have much business to finish up tomorrow for I did 
not expect to go until Saturday. 
 
Dinner tonight with Mr. & Mrs. Dunham – present 
also Fairborn, Schooling & Hopkins. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
October 21 

Finishing up business matters to go out - will go on 
tomorrows stage.  Have grubstake contract with Al 
Copeland. 
Leave Goessman Sale of tomorrow. 2 oclock — 
with Guy B. Erwin, attny.  Recorded Cleary Creek 
options today - me $171.73 
A dinner tonight by my friends at the Alcade - a 
dozen present and a good cheer time. 
[clipping]  
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WICKERSHAM TO 
LEAVE TOMORROW 

Tomorrow morning Delegate James Wickersham 
will leave for Washington by way of the coast 
towns.  He will go out by automobile.  Mr. 
Wickersham has enjoyed his summer vacation 
immensely and feels fit to take up the fight for 
Alaska's interest.  He will visit Seward and the 
other coast towns on his way to Seattle.  Mrs. 
Wickersham will join him in Washington. 

As companions on his trip across the great white 
way, Mr. Wickersham will have Mr. and Mrs. W.J. 
Nolan, who are going to visit the exposition in San 
Francisco.  Jack Reagh is also going out on the 
stage to visit the exposition.  He will combine 
business with pleasure.  All who are leaving expect 
to be back in Fairbanks next summer. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
October 22 

Left Fairbanks For Washington. 
Left on Pierce-Arrow automobile with Ray Porter in 
Charge.  Lunch at 18 Mile House with Wm 
Bergman.  Reached Munson’s Rd. House for night 
- Went over to Episcopal Mission & called on 
matron - Mrs. Maude Stone - Thompson - a 
daughter of John Stone - one of my Pierce Co. 
Wash, friends & the ex wife of W. F. Thompson 
recently Ed. of the Fairbanks News Miner. 

Good weather - roads rough but frozen solid. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
October 23 

From Salcha - Munson's to Richardson, where we 
stayed with Samuelson. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
October 24 

Richardson to McCarty.  Here we leave the 
automobile & will go to Donnelly’s on big bob sled 
stage.   

Lunch at Beals Cache. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
October 25 

Donnelly R.H. to Millers, formerly McDavitt’s.  Fine 
weather clear and warm - good snow & while we 
are going on N.C. mail time - 8 days to Chitina, we 
are well satisfied. 
 
Here we take the double ender sleds - each of us 
in his own sled - sleigh horse. 

 
Diary 25, 1915 
October 26 

Left Millers Rd. House at 5 oclock - clear but some 
wind =12° below zero. 
Reached Yosts at 10 oclock & rested while the 
horses ate, then across the summit & along the 
shore ice of Summit Lake, to Paxson’s Rd. House 
& Lunch at 2 oclock- Then we changed from the 
double ender sleds to the big bob sled stage & 
went on to Meier's Rd. House for the night. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
October 27 

From Meier’s Rd. House to the Sour Dough Rd. 
House -only.  We arrived here at noon but on 
account of the mail schedule we cannot go on till 
tomorrow morning.  From here we take the truck 
automobile which will arrive some time this 
afternoon or evening. 

This difficulty about the schedule will probably 
prevent us from reaching Chitina in time to catch 
the Friday morning train. 

Telegraphed to Chitina asking to have an 
automobile come out to Copper Center and meet 
us tomorrow evening & take us on in - 
The auto bus reached here at 8 oclock with Geo R. 
Coleman & wife & another woman for Fairbanks. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
October 28 

Left Sour Dough Rd. H. at 7 oclock this morning on 
the auto - truck Morris Ashton driver & lunched at 
Gulkana RD House to Copper Center for 8 oclock 
dinner. 

We were met by Harry Chamberlain & his ford 
auto & we left at 7 oclock - 5 packed with the auto 
for Chitina - where we arrived at 1 oclock & went to 
the Palmer's - the Commercial Hotel - to be 
awakened at 5 next morning to catch the train. 

Forgot my tin tube with Cleary Creek maps etc at 
Sourdough & telegraphed back from Copper 
Center for Mrs. Yeager to forward. 

Traveled 99 mi. today from Sour Dough to 
Chitina. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
October 29 

Left Chitina at 6 oclock this morning on the C.R. & 
N.W. Ry. for Cordova.  At mi 6 bridge was washed 
out & we waited for 3 hours for train to reach us 
from below - transferred to work caboose & met 
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our relief train at Mile 50 - the Big Copper River 
bridge.  Reached Cordova at 7 oclock & went to 
Cordova House - Inn by Thirsted & Ross, my 
friends. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
October 30 

Slept till noon & visited around in the afternoon. No 
regular boat before Nov. 7 or 8 - but I hear that the  
“Cordova” loaded with dynamite!! for Anchorage 
will come in tomorrow or next day - but will not take 
passengers -may be I can stow away. 
 
Dinner tonight with Horace Leash & wife. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
October 31 

Saw the Captain of the S.S. “Cordova” now 
unloading coal etc at the dock, about traveling to 
Valdes or Seward on his boat - he says he can let 
me off at Valdes & that he cannot take passengers 
but I can to go Valdes etc. 
Just rested today - walk around town - went to the 
moving picture show with Harry Thirsted. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
November 1 

Beautiful day - sunny & warm - fine summer 
weather.  Doing nothing - just reading. 
Dinner tonight with George Hazlett, - just us two - 
in his fine dining room - He seems never to have 
recovered from the loss of his wife- 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
November 2 

Brrr- my what a storm A regular Sou’ Easter – a 
high wind & snow & ice - a fierce winter storm & 
the wind whistling loudly. 
The “Cordova” left for Valdes - but would not take 
me or any one as passengers!  So I'll have to stay 
here till Saturday before I can move. 
Am to take dinner tonight with the Leache's. 
 
Dinner with Horace Leach & wife - Geo. C. Hazlett 
and Harry Steel also present.  Afterward attended 
a “Smoker” given to the Sailors on the U.S.S. 
“Prometheus” - the usual thing - boxing - a 4 round 
prize fight etc.  I was asked to talk!! and did so for 5 
minutes. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
November 3 

Storm of yesterday has blown by & the weather is 
fine. Recd, telegrams from Seward & Anchorage to 

be sure & come there & have replied saying I 
would! 

Dinner tonight with Judge Frazier & Dr “Ed.” 
Boyle. Just “waiting” for the boat. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
November 4 

Same as yesterday – waiting boat here about 
Sunday!! 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
November 5 

Watchful waiting! 
The train brought Abe Stern, Barney Simons & 
others from Fairbanks, and also my tin tube of 
maps, which I forgot at Sour Dough. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
November 6 

Same,  hear the boat will be here tomorrow 
evening Dinner tonight with Chase, Harry Thirsted. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
November 7 

My ten days stop over here has not been without 
some compensations - have visited around among 
my friends -political supporters & otherwise and 
find a very friendly spirit prevailing toward me - and 
an inclination generally to support me in Alaskan 
matters.  It is friendly & encouraging  “Admiral 
Krause” boat came in at 10 a.m. & I left for Valdes 
– 
 
Saw Mr. & Mrs. Peoples who change here from 
boat to rail on the road to Fairbanks.  They saw 
Debbie in Seattle.  Also Mr. J.B. Howard. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
November 8 

Ellemar this forenoon & Valdes at 2 oclock. 
Out with Dr. Boyle, Charlie flay, Senator Hubbard, 
John Frame et al. and visited all the saloons etc.  
Visited around town & met many old friends. 

Nothing much.   
Snow storm on. 
 

Letter from Debbie sent here in care of Dr Boyle. 
 

On the boat are: 
Chas. E. Herron, 
McBerny, Stone, Ed Seward 
Gateway, Dr. Bogle, Chas 
Day, J.B. Howard – who got off on Culinso Is. to 
build a mining plant. 
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Diary 25, 1915 
November 9 

This morning we are in Prince William Sound - a 
fine sunny day, but cold.  We are up in Port Wells, 
at the Granite Mine.  Millard is here in charge and 
is very nice to us.  The boat is unloading oil at 
Millard’s wharf for the mine. 
 
[clipping] 

ANCHORAGE TO 
RECEIVE WICK 

NEW RAILROAD TOWN PLAN- 
NING BIG RECEPTION 

FOR DELEGATE 
ANCHORAGE, Nov. 8.- Anchorage is planning to 
give Delegate Wickersham a big reception on his 
arrival here on the Evans.  The reception will be 
given under the auspices of the Chamber of 
Commerce.  President Smith of the Chamber has 
named the following committee to meet the 
delegate: 
Arthur Frame, T.R. Needham, Judge David, 
Commissioner Fred Mears, E.J. Warner, L.F. 
Shaw, James O’Reilly, E.J. Wendler, John Reid, 
A.F. Stowe, Jack Robarts, Thomas Price, G.M. 
Campbell, J.A. Moore, Ray Larsen, S.R. McClinton 
and District Attorney Spence 

Diary 25, 1915 
November 10 

Reached Seward at 4 oclock this morning & as my 
friends came to call I got up & went up town - to 
Sextons hotel - Saw as many as possible & left at 7 
oclock for the trip around to Cooks inlet. 

Lt. Meares, member of the Alaska Eng. Com. in 
charge of building the Ry. surprises me - he is on 
board & came at once & asked me to go to his 
house in Anchorage & stay during my visit there. 
I declined but accepted his invitation to dinner.  He 
acts as if he thought I was coming to get 
information to start a fight on the Commission.  
Another man from Anchorage met me here & 
accompanies me as the representative of the town 
- he, too, has some scheme to work along the 
same line. 

John F. Ballaine is boosting me & shouting at 
Joslin and Richardson! 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
November 11 

We left Seward at 8 oclock & were all day along 
the south coast of Kenai Peninsula reaching 
Seldovia - at 8 in the evening. 
Sent the mail ashore in a launch & we went on all 
night up Cooks Inlet - reaching Anchorage Friday 
morning. 
[clipping]  

DELEGATE WIRES 
HIS ACCEPTTANCE 

Hon. James W-, Alaska's staunch and able 
delegate to congress, has accepted the invitation 
to 
visit Anchorage tendered by the local Chamber of 
Commerce.  Information to this effect reached 
President J. H. Smith this forenoon.  The 
distinguished guest will reach here on the Admiral 
Evans, due tomorrow or Monday.  The Committee 
in charge is making big plans to give the delegate a 
fitting reception. 

Through error, the names of Mr. James O’Reilly, 
general suuperintendent of railway construction, 
and L.F. Shaw were omitted from the reception 
committee as published in yesterday’s issue. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
November 12 

The “Admiral Evans” came into the harbor of 
Anchorage this forenoon - a committee of the 
Chamber of Commerce met me at the boat and 
took me to the Crescent Hotel - I am pleased with 
the condition so far as I see them here. 

Met Bob Hunter who seems to be ready to fight 
the Alaska Eng. Com. which has charge of building 
the Ry - & he tells me he will put in a newspaper 
soon for that purpose. 

Took in the town site this afternoon escorted by a 
part of the committee in a large sled - The town is 
but 6 mo. old - has 2500 inhabitants and many well 
built houses. Streets are cleared & graded - new 
schoolhouse etc. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
November 13 

This morning I was taken out on the Ry. to Eagle 
River bridge accompanied by Commissioner Mears 
& the Chamber of Com. Com. 
It is a good road bed - though many sharp curves - 
14 miles of track laid to Eagle River, 30 miles of 
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grading in all. 
 

Tonight made a speech in Roberts’ Hall - 600 or 
more present & I strongly urged all to stand by the 
Commission & aid in building the Ry.  My attitude 
seems to please the people very much. 
 
[clipping] 

WICK TO WORK 
FOR R.R. MONEY 

ANCHORAGE, Nov. 12.-  Delegate Wickersham 
announced here today that he will work in congress 
for an emergency appropriation for the construction 
work on the railroad so that the work will continue 
throughout the winter.  He has expressed surprise 
at the growth of Anchorage.  He was tendered a 
fine reception yesterday and spoke to the 
Anchorage Woman's Club.  He was driven over the 
town and the railroad works today and is now riding 
out the line with Mears, O’Reilly and members of 
the reception committee.  Tonight he will speak in 
Robards hall and will be given a banquet 
afterwards. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
November 14 

Went out on Admiral Evans at noon but she is still 
unloading freight. 
We left Anchorage at 5 oclock this evening and are 
now pushing down Cooks Inlet. 
 
There is much ice in the Knik Arm - but so far it is 
not dangerous. 
[clipping] 

ANCHORAGE, Nov. 12.-In Robart’s hall last 
night Delegate James Wickersham spoke to an 
audience of five hundred people and called on the 
people of Alaska to abandon anything that might 
look like agitation.  He urged harmony among all 
the people to the end that the construction work on 
the railroad might not be delayed.  He also 
discouraged petty attacks on the Engineering 
commission or its members or officials and he 
expressed the belief that the members of the 
commission are entitled to every support and 
encouragement. 

 
Diary 25, 1915 
November 15 

This morning in Kachemack Bay - at 1 oclock we 
are in Seldovia Bay & I went over to the town and 
visited my old friends. 

Seldovia is a pretty harbor and the mountains 
across Cook Inlet are grand.  They are free from 
clouds and colored by the morning sun.  The 
Redoubt, Iliamna and St. Augustine are perfect in 
grandeur and beauty. 
A glorious day. 
 
[clipping] 

DELEGATE WILL INTRODUCE 
ALASKA STATEHOOD BILL 

But in the Meantime Will Try to Get 
Broader Powers for the 

Legislature. 
On his way on the Evans, Delegate Wickersham 

stated that at the coming session of congress he 
will introduce a bill to grant statehood to Alaska.  A 
constitutional convention would be necessary and 
there are various other reasons which seemed to 
make the delegate believe quite a delay likely.  In 
the meantime, he said, he will try to secure broader 
powers for the territorial legislature.  Mr. 
Wickersham says he will also support Secretary 
Lane's plans for the establishment of a 
Development Board and he believes such a board 
would be almost of inestimable advantage to the 
territory. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
November 16 

We reached Seward again at 2 oclock & gathered 
a few more passengers - among them are 
Commissioner Edes & family the Ballaine’s & 
others. 
Today we are on Prince William Sd. & will go into 
Landlock Bay for one. 
Took one on in Fidalgo Bay - also Landlock. 
 
[clipping] 

SEEK APPROPRIATION 
FOR ALASKA RAILWAY 

Chairman Edes, Delegate Wicker- 
sham and the Ballaines on  
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Way to Washington 
By Cable to the Associated Press, 
SEWARD, Alaska, Nov. 16.- Chairman Edes, of 
the Alaska Engineering commission, and Delegate 
James Wickersham, John E. Ballaine and Frank 
Ballaine sailed for Seattle today on the steamship 
Admiral Evans en route to Washington. They are 
confident of obtaining sufficient appropriations at 
the coming session of congress to continue work 
on the government's Alaska railroad. 

Diary 25, 1915 
November 17 

Valdes this morning early - went up town - made 
power of attorney to Chas. M. Day to locate iron 
mines at Seldovia. 
Reached Cordova this evening at 4 oclock - Went 
up town -had dinner with my friends & talked over 
the political situation.  Advised them to attend 
Republican primaries & Territorial Convention & 
work for reorganization of Republican Party.  
George Hazlett came down to the boat & advised 
with me along the same lines. 
Boat left Cordova at 1 a.m.  
 

Diary 25, 1915 
November 18 

Went into Katalla but too rough to go ashore. Into 
Yakataga Beach some time in the night. 
 
[clipping] 
GO TO WASHINGTON 

SEWARD, Alaska, Nov. 17.-enroute to 
Washington to ask congress for a new 
appropriation with which to carry on the 
construction of the government railway, Chairman 
Edes, of the engineering commission, and 
Delegate James Wickersham, John E. Ballaine and 
Frank Ballaine started South yesterday on the 
steamer Admiral Evans. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
November  19 

From Yakutat - 6 a.m. - to Icy Straits - 8 p.m. Ship 
rolling but not rough. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
November  20 

Juneau at 4 a.m. 
Was up and telephoned from Thane to Ed. Russell 
but he was in Seattle - and Thane in California.  I 
wished to see both and will not stop but go on 
South. 

Recd, telegram from Arctic Club, Seattle, “We 
wish to arrange dinner or evening smoker honor 
yourself and Chairman Edes.  If agreeable please 
answer collect suggesting date or length time you 
will remain in Seattle. 

Arctic Club” 
On consultation Mr. Edes suggests Wednesday 
evening & I will so wire from Ketchikan. 
Stormy – strong head wind which prevented us 
from getting into Petersburg until late tonight. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
November 21 

Remained at wharf in Petersburg until noon loading 
boxed halibut. 
Through Wrangell Narrows.  Reached Ketchikan 
about 8 p.m. Saw Hunt and other friends & talked 
fisheries.  Things here not in as bad shape as I 
expected. 
At Mr. Edes suggestion I sent telegram to the 
Arctic Club saying that Wednesday evening would 
be agreeable date to him for smoker. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
November 22 

Dixons entrance in the night & now all day down 
the Inside Passage. 
Bad wind - head wind - waves & generally bad 
weather. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
November 23 

Crossed Milbank and Queen Charlotte Sounds in 
the night very rough - now going down East coast 
of Vancouver island and will pass Seymour 
Narrows about 5 p.m. 
In Seattle tomorrow morning. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
November 24 

We reached Seattle at noon and I went to the Frye 
Hotel, 
 
[clipping]  

WICKERSHAM AND EDES 
TO BE GUESTS TONIGHT 

Progress of Work in North and 
Plans for Future Will Be 

Discussed. 
Delegate James Wickersham of Alaska, and 

Chairman William C. Edes, of the Alaska 
engineering commission, will be the guests at a 
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dinner this evening in the Arctic Club given by 
members of the Arctic Club, the Alaska bureau of 
the Seattle Chamber of Commerce and prominent 
business men of Seattle. 

Invitations are extended to all those interested in 
Alaska.  The dinner will begin at 6:30 o’clock and 
will be followed by a reception in the main club 
rooms. 

Delegate Wickersham, who was elected to 
congress in 1908, will make an address on the 
proposed appropriations to be submitted to 
congress at this coming session.  He is also  
expected to speak on the question of statehood 
and the necessity of good roads for the territory.   

Chairman Edes will discuss the progress being 
made by the engineering commission in the 
construction of the Alaska railroad. 

 
{A fine dinner!} 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
November 25 

THANKSGIVING DAY. 
Mother, May, Harry and Helen took dinner with me 
at the Frye Hotel.  

And then went to see “Daddy Longlegs” at the 
Theatre. 
Gave Mother $50. and agreed to buy 11 lots at 
$20.00 each. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
November 26 

Saw Chilberg today about sale of Cleary Creek - 
my talk was not long but even then quite 
satisfactory for it seemed to him to be a fairly big 
and attractive mining proposition. 

He said he would take it up with me further when 
he came East in January. 
Also had a long talk with Scott A. Bone, Ed. P-I, 
about reorganization of the Republican Party in 
Alaska. 
He promised to take the matter up with Shackleford 
& others & see if something fair could not be done. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
November 27 

Spent the day in Tacoma trying to get some final 
settlement in my Reservation land clearing 
accounts but Peterson was in Portland & nothing 
done.  Am to go back in the morning when I hope 

to see him. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
November 28 

Day in Tacoma with Chas T. Peterson getting final 
account & settlement in re my Puyallup land 
clearing etc. Did not get it quite done but left it with 
W. P. Hopping with instructions to cooperate with 
Peterson & get final & completed statement - also 
made arrangement with Peterson to rent 45 acres 
of my cleared land for 3 years at 25.00 per acre per 
annum - to take out balance due him on settlement 
& pay difference - out of -this months advanced 
rent - to Hopping who will thereby collect the 
rentals. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
November 29 

Left Seattle this morning at 8 oclock via N.P. for 
Portland- Saw Tacoma - Lake View - Hillhurst, 
Roy, Yelm, etc. on my old stomping ground 1823 - 
1900!! 
Reach Portland at 3. p.m. & found Ben Boone, Iver 
Jonnson & John Matheson - owners of Cleary 
Creek mines - will give me options. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
November 30 

Secured options from Boone, Johnson, & 
Matheson on Cleary Creek placer mines. 
Lunch today with Bishop Row and J. J. Crossley - 
the later the U.S. Dist. Atty. at Fairbanks for 
several years. 
Left for the East tonight over the N.P. Ry- 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
December 1 

Spokane to Butte. 
Emil Hurja, a newspaper boy from Fairbanks, now 
going to school at the University of Washington, on 
board train going to New York.  He is accredited 
from the U. of W. and will join the Ford Peace 
Mission, which starts from N.Y. on Saturday & 
Wed. of next week to secure peace in Europe!  It is 
a childs Crusade to kill the monsters etc, but I sym-
pathize with it nevertheless. 

I gave Hurja a letter asking that he be allowed to 
represent Alaska also. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
December 2 

Montana & Dakota.  Fine weather - little snow, 
clear & cold. 
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Diary 25, 1915 
December 3 

St. Paul this morning 
Chicago at 930 and went to the La Salle Hotel for 
the night. 

Diary 25, 1915 
December 4 

Left Chicago at 10:30 P. Ry. 
Pittsburgh at 9. 
Sent telegram to Darrell asking him to sent his 
mother over to Washington tomorrow. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
December 5 

Reached Washington at 8 a.m. and went to the 
Congress Hall Hotel & took our suite of rooms for 
the winter which we have occupied for several 
winters past. 
Debbie came over in the afternoon train & we are 
“at home.” 
Congress meets tomorrow & many of our old 
friends are here - and many new faces as well. 
George A. Jeffery has been in the office all 
summer & has it in fine shape.  He has 
systematized the books, papers, etc. and it is in 
good shape to begin the work of this session. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
December 6 

64th Congress met today 
 
[clipping] 

By Mr. WICKERSHAM:  A bill (H.R. 228) to 
amend the United States homestead law in its 
application to Alaska, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on the Public Lands. 

Also, a bill (H.R. 229) to authorize the purchase 
of certain lands in the District of Alaska; to the 
Committee on the Public Lands. 

Also, a bill (H.R. 230) to authorize the Survey, 
platting, dedication, sale and rental of the tide 
lands and the harbor area in front of and adjoining 
the town of Juneau, Alaska, and for other 
purposes; to the committee on the Public Lands. 

Also, a bill (H.R. 231) to increase the limit of cost 
for the construction of the U.S. public building at 
Juneau, Alaska; to the committee on the Public 
Lands. 

Also a mill )H.R. 232) to reestablish a 
commission form of government in the 
administration of national affairs in Alaska, and for 
other purposes ; to the Committee on the 

Territories. 
 
Called & had a long talk with Sec. Lane - but was 
not satisfied with his remarks. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
December 7 

Heard President Wilson read his message today - 
it contains some things of a stirring nature but the 
general result on my mind is one of 
disappointment. 
He acknowledges a failure of all his prior financial 
legislation and suggests plans for raising additional 
revenue to meet certain deficits in the Treasury. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
December 8 

Marshal (U.S) Irwin of Fairbanks is here “doing 
things” - he has secured the Dept. of Justice 
against the Detention Hospital - I wrote a letter to 
Atty Genl. today asking for details of expense of 
running the Hospital. 

Riggs tells me that Col Richardson does not 
expect to go back to Alaska. - I do not understand - 
but will find out, why - though I hope it is true 
without regard to the reason why! 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
December 9 

Getting my correspondence cleaned up - mass of 
letters on my desk when I came here. 
John E. Ballaine, who is largely interested in the 
town-site of Seward, Alaska, is here - lobbying etc. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
December 10 

Correspondence. 
This morning - 1030 - Myers, secretary to Sec. 
Lane, called me up on the telephone & said that 
they had just been informed that I had reported & 
was published in Fairbanks News Miner that Sec. 
Lane said there would be no building on Railroad 
at Fairbanks for 3 years etc. 
I told him not true & asked to see Secretary & got 
date for tomorrow at 10:30.  Am satisfied it is 
“Stubbs” Irwin “knocking”- 
 
My friend Henry W. Elliott, of Alaska Fur Seal 
Report is in my office frequently - he is always 
welcome! 
 

Diary 25, 1915 Saw Sec. Lane - it was Irwin & Sec. gave report no 
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December 11 credence.  His “Knock” failed to get results. 
Called on Ex Senator Fairbanks of Indiana at his 
hotel & had pleasant talk about his receptive 
candidacy for the Presidency.  Told him Ex. 
Senator Hemenway, of lnd. could control Hoggatt & 
Shackleford - & Alaska delegates to the National 
Convention etc. 

Also called & had interview with 1st Asst. P.M. 
Genl. Roper about P.O. appts. in Alaska - I 
approved Dr     appt. at Seward, but apposed 
Schiffler at Cordova, & Herbert at Seldovia. 
Also talked about minor business matters & will go 
again in a few days & talk about Fairbanks post 
office. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
December 12 

Just a quiet Sunday - Worked in Office - Sorting 
Alaskana. 
Am getting letters from Dan Sutherland asking me 
to introduce bill to appropriate $200.000 for 
completing the Ruby-Long Creek wagon road. 
Of course it would be easy to introduce the bill, but 
since the law requires it to be done by the 
“Estimate” plan, through the Sec. of War & the 
report of the Sec. of the Treas. and since those 
officials have acted & only “estimate” for a total of 
$150,000. for all of Richardson’s work - it will not 
avail anything to do it. R- knows that - but is lying 
to the people saying that I make no attempt to get 
additional appropriations, when he knows that I am 
barred both by the Law requiring “Estimates” & by 
his Estimate for a less sum -saying that is all he 
needs!! 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
December 13 

Hon James R. Mann of Ill. Republican leader 
telephoned to me & said that in making up the 
house committees he had put me on all of my old 
committees & asked if that was satisfactory - yes. 
Frank Monroe from Fairbanks called, 

also  
Geo. Arbuckle of the Pioneer of Iditarod - one of 
my strong supporters. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
December 14 

Senator Lewis, of Ill. was my attorney nearly 30 
years ago when I was attacked and scandalized by 

the Sadie Brantner affair.  Today in the House 
corridor he told me that he recently met her here in 
Washington - that she married an Army officer who 
died - she is now a widow & resides here in 
Washington - that she is frequently in the galleries 
& expressed real regret at her action toward me. 
He did not give me her name or residence.  I have 
not heard from or about her for 25 years - not since 
her last affidavit in the case wherein she fully 
exonerated me from wrong toward her. 
 
I am on the following Committees 
Indian Affairs 
Public Lands  no man in Congress is 
Mines & Mining  on so many! 
Military Affairs 
Territories 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
December 15 

Com. on Public Lands was organized this morning 
& my Alaska Land bills were all referred to the 
Interior Dept - where I will go at once & get 
favorable reports - if I can. 
 
Sent A. L. Valentine $27500 to pay Special Asst. on 
Ray lots, sent Mother $170.  balance on $220. for 
11 lots -which she is to deed to me. 
 
Darrell came today to visit till tomorrow. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
December 16 

Just working in office 
Went to P.O. Dept. for information 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
December 17 

The Com on Mines & Mining met this morning to 
organize & an attempt was made to approve & 
favorably report two bills, but on my strong 
objection H.R. 531, providing that the Bureau of 
Mines should purchase all coal for the U.S. 
(including the Navy) was sent to the War and Navy 
Depts for examination & approval. 
Also H.R. 18. to provide for the appointment of a 
Commission to modify & suggest amendments to 
the general mining laws was postponed till January 
4th for further hearing - when Senators Thomas of 
Colorado, Walsh of Mont. & possibly Smoot of 
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Wash will be invited to support the effort to secure 
the Commission. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
December 18 

Went down to Sec Comr. of the Genl. Land Office 
about my public land bills- and to urge favorable 
and early report to Com. on Pub. Lands on my bills 
referred by Com. to Comr. for examination etc. 

Senator Myers, Chairman of the Senate Com. on 
Pub. Lands came in while we were talking & 
specially called his attention to H.R.      a bill to cut 
Alaska Homesteads from 320 acres to 160 & to 
give a second Hd. claim in Alaska, both of which 
ideas both Senator Myer & Comr Tallman 
approved!! 

So if I can get the bill reported early I may get it 
passed at this session. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
December 19 

Working in office preparing statement on the 
Fisheries Bill - trying to get the jurisdiction of the 
Com. on Territories established so as to have the 
Alaska Fisheries bill sent from the Common Ways 
& Means back to the Com. on Ter. where it 
belongs. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
December 20 

Howard Rolston, the boy whom I appointed to 
West Point Military Academy came in today - he 
has been going to School at the University of the 
South at Sewanee, Tennessee. - we have been 
inquiring for him but could not locate him.  I want to 
reappoint him to the Academy if they will take him 
back. 

Working on letter to Judge Houston about having 
Alaska fishery bills referred to his - the Com. on 
Territories. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
December 21 

Appointed Francis Bowie Stoddert of Juneau, 
midshipman Annapolis.  This appointment is made 
at the request of W. S. Bayless, of Juneau, the 
Republican National Committeeman from Alaska. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
December 22 

Working on brief & Authorities to support Mr. 
Houston’s efforts to get Fisheries bills transferred 
from the Committee on Ways & Means to the 
Committee on Territories 

 
It must be done! 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
December 23 

Saw Mr. W.C. Edes, Ch of the Alaska Engineering 
Commission about appropriating money to work on 
Ry north of Nenana for 1916.  Think he will do it. 
 
Sent telegram to Gaustad News Miner, Fairbanks, 
sailing that Edes and Lane both promised Ry. to 
Fairbanks and informing G- that tie road would 
probably be built both ways from Nenana in the 
spring. 
It was an encouraging word - & they need it at 
Fairbanks this winter. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
December 24 

Went down to Offices of the National Conservation 
Assoc. & saw Mr. Satterlee about the Alaska 
fisheries bill -the Carlin bill and asked for 
assistance to defeat it. 
He promised to aid me & Mr. Pinchot will be over 
from New York Jany 5th when we will have a 
meeting and start the war. 
Heard a cardinal - red-bird in the thicket today, but 
did not see him.  Strange that this shy & elusive 
bird should visit in the bushes alongside of the 
street car line with 5-minutes service on one side 
and a stream of wheezy and loud smelling 
automobiles shrieking & clattering on the other. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
December 25 

Christmas Day - 
Darrell came down from Philadelphia to spend the 
day with us. 
 
Nice visit with Darrell 
Christmas tree at Hotel. 
 
On Dec. 4th Frame printed No 1. of his new paper 
“The Forty Ninth Star” at Valdes and on the same 
day Bob Hunter printed the No 1. of his new paper, 
”The Weekly Alaskan” at Anchorage. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
December 26 

Darrell returned home. 
 
Am now at work on a Bill to amend the Act of Aug. 
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24, 1912 creating Legislative Assembly in Alaska - 
amendments extend powers of Legislature. 
I do not hope to secure the passage of the bill - but 
will prepare it in accordance with vociferous 
demands of Troy, of Juneau Empire - his 
Democratic friends in the Wilson administration will 
report against it and then I'll have the record on him 
and his political eloquers[?] in Alaska — its clean 
cut politics on his part and I’ll give him a sample of 
the same kind of politics. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
December 27 

Working, in the office - 
Am now preparing a fool bill entitled: 
“A bill to establish a “full territorial form of 
government in Alaska” etc. 

The “Juneau Empire” & John W. Troy, its editor 
has been howling for “full territorial form of 
government” & every time anything seems wrong 
or deficient they shout that it is because we do not 
have “full territorial government” -but they never 
say what it is they want - Now I am going to 
introduce a bill to cover everything they have urges 
as part of “full territorial form of government” & the 
Sec. of Commerce & other cabinet officers will, 
when asked by the Com. on Ter. to pass on the 
bill, denounce it — then the boot will be on the 
democratic foot! 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
December 28 

Working as usual in the office. 
 
Major Farnsworth, U.S.A. who was in command at 
Fort Egbert, at Eagle City, in 1900-1901, when we 
lived there was in the office today. 
He & Mrs. F. called on Mrs. W- they live here in 
Washington now. 

Dr. Homaday of the N.Y. zoo, & the great game 
man etc came in to see me about game preserves 
in Alaska & in National forests. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
December 29 

I was quite surprised today when W.S. Bayless, 
Republican Nat. Committeeman for Alaska came to 
see me - from Baltimore.  He came, he said, to 
thank me for appointing young Stoddart as a 
Midshipman to Annapolis!  He then began on 

politics - and wanted to know if I wanted the 
Republican nomination for delegate.  He showed 
me a telegram which he had just received from 
Shackleford expressing his appreciation of my 
appt. Stoddert and assuring me of his friendly 
disposition. 
I assured Bayless that I desired a reorganization of 
the rep. Party - a full & fair primary - an unbiased 
convention & said that on such reorganization I 
would support the nominee - He assured me of his 
support & Shackleford’s & our general 
conversation was all in favor of harmony & fair 
play. 
He went over to lunch with me - then left.  I will act 
in accord with the conversation but intend to keep 
perfectly quiet & let him & my friends work out the 
reorganization alone. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
December 30 

Charles Sheldon of New York, big game Senator 
who wrote two or three books on hunting in Alaska 
took lunch with us -he is very much interested in 
having a game preserve - a National Park - 
established at and around Mt. McKinley. 
 

Diary 25, 1915 
December 31 

Attended the meeting of the American 
Anthropological Assoc. at the Museum hall this 
forenoon. 
Mr. Morley read a paper on the rise and fall of the 
Maya civilization which interested me greatly. 
Without hesitation or doubt he fixed dates for the 
founding and the distribution of the Maya cities - 
evidently from a decipherment of the inscriptions 
on the Maya monuments which have not 
heretofore been deciphered.  Is he right? 
 
Am preparing letter to Senator Sutherland in 
answer to a request for me to introduce a bill to 
increase Col. Richardson’s appropriation - will do it 
- but much against my inclination & judgment - for it 
cannot pass! 
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Diary 26, 1916 
January 1 

January 1, 1916 
We are staying at Congress Hall Hotel this winter; 
we have two rooms on the fifth floor - and a bath & 
toilet - all of which gives us good accommodations 
and plenty of fresh air - which Debbie must have.  
We pay $200. per month for our suite & board - the 
table is good & altogether we are very comfortable. 
We have enjoyed the holiday quietly - Darrell came 
down from Phil, Navy Yard - he is a Lieutenant, 
Senior rank and in the  - in command of the 
battleship Ohio. 
In office today at work - nothing important. 
 

Diary 26, 1916 
January 2-4 

Jany. 2, Sunday. 
Debbie & I took an automobile ride - fine warm day 
& she greatly enjoyed it. 

Jany 3rd. 
Mr. Wm. D. Coppernoll, of Seward, Alaska, called. 
He is interested in the location of a Customs Office 
at Seward & I volunteered to help him, but he 
seemed to want to do it alone! 

4th 
I introduced three bills today - one to transfer 
fishery legislation to the Legislature of Alaska.  The 
other to establish “Full Territorial Govt” there & the 
third to appropriate $200,000 to complete the 
Ruby-Long Creek wagon road etc. 
 

Diary 26, 1916 
January 5 

Jany. 5th  
[clipping] 

By Mr. WICKERSHAM: A bill ( H.R. 6886) to 
appropriate the sum of $200,000 for further 
construction and maintenance of military and post 
roads, bridges, and trails in Alaska, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Also, a bill ( H.R. 6887) to establish the full 
territorial form of Government in Alaska, to amend 

the act of Congress approved August 24, 1912, 
entitled “An act to create a legislative assembly in 
the Territory of Alaska, to confer legislative 
assembly in the Territory of Alaska, to confer 
legislative power thereon, and for other purposes,” 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on the 
Territories 

 
The fisheries bill was “held up on account of the 
objections which I am making to the reference of 
fisheries bills to the Committee on Ways & Means.  
I gave my objections to that in writing to Chairman 
Houston of the Com. on Ter-this morning. 
 
The fisheries bill was “held up” on account of the 
objections which I am making to the reference of 
fisheries bills to the Committee on Ways & Means.  
I gave my objections to that in writing to Chairman 
Houston of the Com. on the Territories this 
morning. 

Attended meeting of the Committee on Mines-
Mining - Senator Walsh of Montana, Mr. Manning 
of the Bureau of Mines, & Mr. Callbraith of the Am. 
Mining Congress, spoke in favor of a Commission 
to revisit the U.S. Mineral land Laws -I am opposed 
& will speak last. 
 

Diary 26, 1916 
January 6 

-6th- 
Com. On Mines & Mining heard Senator Thomas 
on the bill to appoint a Commission to revise the 
U.S. Mineral Land Laws - he concluded that a 
Commission was not necessary. 
The Com. on Ways & Means today agreed to 
return all Alaska Fisheries Bills to the Com. on Ter.  
- on my objections in letter to Judge Houston.  
Good.- 
Wrote to Chairman Hay, of Com. on Military Affairs, 
about App. of $200,000. for Ruby-Long Creek 
wagon road - 
Also Chairman Houston referred my bill H. R. 6887 
“Full Territorial Govt.” to Atty. Genl. & to Sec. 
Redfield -for reports. 
 

Diary 26, 1916 -7th- 
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January 7 The Committee on Mines & Mining finished the 
hearings on the Taylor bill, H.R. 18, to authorize 
the President to appoint a Commission to revise 
the U.S. Mineral Land Laws -and I am to reply - in 
opposition to the bill - on Tuesday. 
Mr. H. C. Strong, of Ketchikan, called - He is trying 
to put up the bars so that the Alaska fish cannot go 
through Prince Rupert, B.C. and over the Grand 
Trunk Ry. to Chicago & must go via Seattle!!!! 
President’s Reception tonight.  The new wife’s first 
appearance - hence a large crowed.  We have a 
card but will not go. 
 

Diary 26, 1916 
January 8-9 

-8th – 
Dr. S. Hall Young, an old “mushing” parson from 
Alaska but now in charge of the Presbyterian board 
of Alaska missions, in the New York Board, 156 
Fifth Ave. called this morning & will stay until 
Monday.  We have spend the day talking Alaska 
books & papers. 
Am working at odd times on my Notes in opposition 
to H.R. 18, Taylor’s bill to appoint a Commission to 
revise the U.S. Mineral Land Laws. 

-9th – 
Sunday.  Dr. S. Hall Young is visiting us over 
Sunday but he went to Frank G. Carpenters to 
dinner. 
Worked in office on Mining Com. bill. 
 

Diary 26, 1916 
January 10-11 

-10th – 
Getting ready to present objections to Com. on 
Mines & Mining tomorrow against approval of bill to 
appoint a Commission to Raise the U.S. Mineral 
Laws. 

-11th – 
Appeared before Com. on Mines & Mining this 
morning & spoke for an hour in opposition to the 
Taylor Bill - on Revision of the Mining Laws.  The 
Walsh bill for the same purpose passed the Senate 
yesterday - no argument - no notice - nobody knew 
about it or paid any attention to it.  You can get 
most anything through the Senate! 
 

Diary 26, 1916 -12th – 

January 12 Called to see Mr. Edes, Ch. Alaska Eng. Bd about 
App. for Alaska Ry.  We learn that “Uncle Joe” 
Cannon is in opposition in the House & Senator 
Nelson, “the friend of Alaska” - & Col. Richardson’s 
backer will appose app. in the Senate. 

Director Manning, of the Mining Bureau told me 
that he intended to locate one of the 3 Mining 
Experiment Stations authorized by the last 
Congress, in Alaska & at Fairbanks -asked me to 
send him date etc. 
Com. Tallman, G.L.O. is making much objection to 
approving my bill to give Judge States his two lots 
in Juneau - most get some additional facts to 
support our claim. 
 

Diary 26, 1916 
January 13-15 

-13th – 
Finished my talk to the Committee on Mines & 
Mining in opposition to the Bill to authorize the 
President to appoint a Commission to Revise the 
U.S. Mineral Land Laws - 
Dr. Council, of Cordova, called. 

14th. 
Mr. John F. Dillon, of Fairbanks, long the U.S. 
Comr. there, called. 

-15- 
Another hearing today before the Committee on 
Mines & Mining - the supporters of the Min. 
Commission bill are hunting up the M.C.’s from 
western states & urging them to keep in the 
passage of the bill - Baker of Cal. supported it 
today & Sinnoth, of Oregon. 
 

Diary 26, 1916 
January 16-17 

-16- 
Sam Bonnefield of Fairbanks is in town. 
Sam was for many years the boss gambler at 
Juneau, and later at Dawson: he came to 
Fairbanks an 1904 and organized and became 
President of the 1st National Bank - but when it 
went to pieces in 1907 he went crazy & has been 
more or less off mentally since. 

-17th – 
Final hearing today before Com. on Mines & 
Mining of S. 53 & H.R. 18, bills to appoint Com. to 
Revise U.S. Mineral Land Laws. 
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Senator Smoot begged manfully to get me to 
withdraw my objections that bill be reported 
favorably - but I could not do it. 
H.C. Strong of Ketchikan called - He is trying to cut 
Alaska fish out of Prince Rupert by a tariff tax! 
 

Diary 26, 1916 
January 18 

-18th – 
Received a letter from Ed. C. Russell, ed. Juneau 
“Dispatch” asking me to meet him & Shackleford in 
Seattle about Feb. 1st to conclude a political treaty 
of peace.  

I will not do it!! 
Shackleford is a liability & not an asset. 
Called on 1st Asst. Postmaster General Roper, 
today, and took up at some length the matter of 
moving the Fairbanks Postoffice into the Wash-
Alaska Bank Bld. which we bought this summer 
with the $15,000. Appropriation which I got in the 
Sundry Civil app. bill of last spring.  Don’t yet know 
what he will do.  He appointed Mrs. Christianson, 
P.M. at Seldovia, for me! 
 

Diary 26, 1916 
January 19-20 

-19th – 
Called on Hon W.H. Parry, member of Fed. Trade 
Commission - from Seattle –  
Learn that Com. on App. has agreed to report 
$2,000,000 immediately for Alaska Ry. 
Uncle Ezra Meeker from Puyallup, Wash, called 
today - and young Mr. Cole from Nome called 
yesterday. 
 

-20th – 
The Urgency Deficiency Bill with the item of 
$2,000,000 for the Alaska Ry. came before the 
House today - the Alaska item was approved by a 
test vote on the motion of Gillett, of Mass, to strike 
it from the bill. 
And again I am in trouble with the  
 

Diary 26, 1916 
January 20 

20 
Alaska Fisheries Bill. The Corlin bill was introduced 
on the first day of the session & referred to the 
Com. on Ways & Means.  I prepared a brief on the 
jurisdiction of that Com. in a letter directed to 

Judge Houston, Chairman of the Com. on 
Territories.  He took it to Mr. Claude Kitchin, 
Chairman of the Com. on Ways & Means & to 
Speaker Clark, and secured an agreement by 
which the bill was transferred to the Com. on Ter.  
In the meantime I had introduced a bill on the same 
subject - the Speaker held my bill till the matter of 
jurisdiction was settled & then also referred it to the 
Com. on Territories. 
 

Diary 26, 1916 
January 20 

20 
We assumed that settled the matter for all time - 
but today Mr. Alexander of Mo. introduced a bill - 
the Carlin bill as revised by the Secretary of 
Commerce & it was referred to the Com. on 
Merchant Marine & Fisheries, of which Judge 
Alexander is chairman.  Now we have the two bills 
before the Com. on Ter. & the revised bill before 
Mer. Marine & Fisheries!!  When I informed Judge 
Houston about the reverence of the Alexander bill 
he was angry.  He called Judge Watson, of 
Virginia, a member of the Ter. Com. into 
conference and they started an investigation! 
Another hearing today before  
 

Diary 26, 1916 
January 20 

20 
the Com. on Mines & Mining on the bills to appoint 
a Commission to revise the U.S. Mineral Land 
Laws - Taylor of Colorado, who introduced the 
House bill is hunting up every member whom he 
can get to appear before the Com. to come and 
demand the passage of the bill - Mondell & Dill 
appeared today & as usual Mondell talked - & 
talked -& talked - but refused to answer my 
questions & very greatly prejudiced the Committee 
against his case. 
Have prepared a statement with many exhibits for 
Mr. Manning, Director of the Bureau of Mines, in 
favor of locating the Mining Experiment Station at 
Fairbanks. 
 

Diary 26, 1916 
January 21-22 

21st 
The Emergency Deficiency App. Bill with 
$2,000,000. item for Alaska Ry. passed the House 
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today without any real objection.  This ought to end 
all question of a fight against it -without opposition 
yet lurks in the Senate. 

-22- 
Wrote to Senator O.P. Hubbard and John W. 
Frame, Valdes suggesting that the Progressive-
Independent Convention in Alaska be called - after 
they hear the date of the Democratic & Republican 
Convention dates - just three days ahead of those 
& that they declare strongly in favor of Statehood; 
Am now drafting the enabling act for the state of 
Alaska. 
 

Diary 26, 1916 
January 23 

-23rd- 
I am now working industriously on the preparation 
of an Enabling Act for the creation of State 
government in Alaska, and in so doing I am 
following the Enabling Act of 1906 for the State of 
Oklahoma.  This for two reasons - at least - it is a 
late act, contains many of the new ideas and is 
liberal in grants of money and land to the new 
State.  Another thing - it is a Democratic State and 
its Enabling Act ought therefore to pass the eye of 
this administration with less criticism than one older 
and less liberal. 
 

Diary 26, 1916 
January 24 

-24th – 
We finished the long struggle before the Com. on 
Mines & Mining today on the bill to appoint a 
Commission to revise the U.S. Mineral Land Laws - 
my side won by a vote of 7 to 6! - Sec. Lane sent a 
letter threatening not to approve any bills for 
bettering the mining laws - but demanding the pas-
sage of the Commission bill.  I have made the fight 
alone (see the Hearings) but I still fear they will 
come back & get some of the members that have 
been supporting me  
 

Diary 26, 1916 
January 24 

24 
to change their vote & approve the Commission 
bill.  My main strength is Dr. Foster, Chairman who 
is strongly but quietly & influentially against it. 
Senators Walsh, Smoot & Thomas, Sec. Lane and 
a dozen members of the House from the West 

have appeared before the Com. with all the Min. & 
Metallurgical Soc. lobby - & yet they lost.  I feel 
quite satisfied with my fight even if they overcome 
me yet with political pull.  Joslin is here & took 
dinner with us.  Dillon is here yet also. 
 

Diary 26, 1916 
January 25-28 

-25th – 
Working on trying to get all of the Alaska fisheries 
bills before the Com. on Ter. & also on the bill - 
Enabling Act for Alaska Statehood. 
Move the admission of John F. Dillon, of Fairbanks, 
before the U.S. Sup. Court. 
Mr. & Mrs. H.C. Strong, of Ketchikan, took dinner 
with us this evening. 

-26th – 
Am working as yesterday. 

-27th – 
Same as yesterday. 

-28th – 
The Dept. of Commerce, without any request, sent 
letter to the  
 

Diary 26, 1916 
January 28 

28 
Com. on Ter. referring to the Food & Carlin 
Fisheries bills & disapproving them, and strongly 
urging the passage of the Alexander bill.  This 
action is taken to cut off the jurisdiction of the 
Committee on Territories & to establish that of the 
Com. on Merchant Marine & Fisheries - & thus to 
secure the transfer of the whole subject from one 
Com. to another which is known to be favorable to 
the legislation desired by the Bureau of Fisheries & 
the Fish Trust.!  Well, they shall have a fight that 
will be of interest to them! 
 

Diary 26, 1916 
January 28 

28th – Continued. 
Called & had a long talk with Judge Alexander, 
Chairman, Com. on Merchant Marine & Fisheries, 
about Alaska fisheries bill.  Strongly urged him to 
agree that his Alaska fisheries bill introduced by 
him at the request of the Dept. of Commerce be 
Voluntarily referred to the Com. on Ter. or that he 
take all Alaska bills, since they are so intimately 
interwoven that one Com. should have Jurisdiction 
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over all.  Agreed with him to prepare a statement 
etc. 
Brandeis appointed Judge US. Sp. Ct. today. 
 

Diary 26, 1916 
January 29 

-29- 
Am at work on letter to Judge Houston & Judge 
Alexander Chairmen of Com. on Territories & Mer. 
Marine & Fisheries respectively, to persuade them 
to secure a reference of H.R. 9528, an Alaska 
fishery bill from Mer. Marine & Fisheries to 
Territories. 

Darrell came down to stay over Sunday. 
-30- 

Still on letter to Houston & Alexander - Another 
Fur-bearing Animal bill introduced yesterday by 
Alexander, for control of Alaska animals - Com. on 
Territories! 
 

Diary 26, 1916 
January 31 

-31st – 
Dr Foster, Chairman of the Committee on Mines & 
Mining asked me today if I would accept an 
appointment on a Joint Committee on the Revision 
of the Mineral Land Laws:  At first I said no, but 
when he expressed surprise and disappointment at 
my answer I finally said “Yes.” 
Am not informed what he intends to do but judge 
from that inquiry he expects to report against the 
Commission & in favor of a Joint Committee!  He 
also remarked that I had been hard on the 
“Experts” in my opposition to the Commission bill. 
 

Diary 26, 1916 
January 31 

31 
In the winter of 1901-2 I was acting as U.S. District 
Judge at Nome and boarded at the Golden Gate 
Hotel.  A young woman by the name of Mrs. Emily 
Dornberg was one of the guests –rather the guest 
of Mrs. Daggett, the proprietors wife.  Mrs. D’s 
husband had deserted her - & that winter she 
sought by the wiles of woman to get too near the 
Judge - too near even for a mining camp - and I put 
her out of my room to save myself from talk - & told 
her not to come back - & enforced my order. 
 

Diary 26, 1916 31 

January 31 She left Nome next season & went to her fathers 
home in St. Louis, Mo, - and now 
She is now one of the leading actresses - was 
leading lady with Louis Mann for several seasons & 
is in Washington this week - at the Belasco theater 
in “The Co-respondent” - which is my excuse for 
the last page.  Her stage name is Emily Ann 
Wellman.  
 
[clipping with picture of Emily enclosed] 

Diary 26, 1916 
February 1-2 

Feb 1st 
Not doing much today - out of sorts.  Finished my 
letter to Chairman of Merchant Marine & Fisheries 
setting forth my reasons why H.R. 9528 out to be 
transferred to the Committee on Territories. 

-2nd- 
Delivered my letters to Chairman Alexander, 
Merchant Marine & fisheries strongly urging 
transfer of H.R. 9528. - an Alaska Fisheries bill - to 
Com. on Ter- where all others on the same subject 
are pending. 
Big mail in from Alaska - much  politics - not bad. 
 

Diary 26, 1916 
February 3-4 

-3rd- 
Prepared bills for appropriations for Nome Harbor, 
Dry Strait & for survey of log obstructions in 
Tolovana River: Also Concurrent Reso. for printing 
additional copies of “Soil Reconnaissance of the 
Matanuska & Copper & the Tanana Valleys. 

-4th – 
Dr. Foster, Chairman Com. on Mines & Mining sent 
for me & introduced me to Judge Thompson, the 
law officer of the Bureau of Mines - who strongly 
supports my view of the Smoot & Taylor 
Commission bills - he says to make haste slowly in 
changing the U.S. mineral land laws. 
 

Diary 26, 1916 
February 4 

4 
[clipping] 
Belasco Tonight “The Co-Respondent” 
 
Went to the Belasco Theater last night with Mrs. 
Wickersham to see the Correspondent - played by 
“Emily Ann Wellman – Mrs. Emily Dornburg who 
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was at the Golden Gate Hotel the winter of 1901-‘2, 
while I was there.  She played well - is the leading 
actress - & deserves much credit for the difference 
between 1902 - & 1916!  I am always glad to see 
an Alaskan do something. 
 
[clipping] 

By Mr. WICKERSHAM: A bill (H.R. 10757) to 
authorize the incorporated town of Juneau, Alaska, 
to issue bonds for the construction and equipment 
of schools therein, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on the Territories. 

Also, a bill (H.R. 10758) making appropriation for 
the construction of a jetty and the improvement of 
Home Harbor, Alaska; to the Committee on Rivers 
and Harbors. 

Also, a bill (H.R. 10759) making an appropriation 
for the improvement of Dry Strait, Alaska; to the 
Committee on Rivers and Harbors. 

Also, a bill (H.R. 10760) providing for a survey 
and removal of the log jam obstructions to 
navigation in the Tolovana River, Alaska, and an 
estimate of the cost of removing the same; to the 
Committee on Rivers and Harbors. 

By Mr. WICKERSHAM: Concurrent resolution (H. 
Con. Res. 15) to authorize the printing of 50,000 
copies of document “Soil reconnaissance in 
Alaska”; to the Committee on Printing. 
 

Diary 26, 1916 
February 5 

-5th – 
Working on a final draft of an Enabling Act for the 
admission of Alaska as a State. 
My friend Emil Hurja is just back from Europe 
where he went as a member of the Ford Peace 
Party!  He took dinner with us and gave us an 
account of his experiences in Norway, Denmark, 
Germany & England - 
Writing letters to Alaska & sending copies of the 
Call for the Republican National Convention of 
1916 to my friends - hope they can capture the 
Conventions in Alaska & thus get the organization. 
 

Diary 26, 1916 
February 6-7 

-6th – 
Long auto ride- Mrs. W. & I -& the Johnsons – 

Albert & Wife – M.C. 
-7th – 

Called on Senator Jones & talked the matter of 
Richardson & the Alaska Road Commission over 
with him - showed him Richardson’s printed attacks 
etc. etc. 
He advises that we go and see Secretary Garrison 
& lay the facts before him & urge the transfer of 
Richardson & the assignment of some competent 
Army officer in his place - & if that is not done - 
then a War on the War Department!  I called up  
 

Diary 26, 1916 
February 7 

7 
the War Dept. to make a date - but the Secretary is 
out of town & will not be back for 2 days - can get 
date when he returns. 
Lunch today at New Willard Hotel with Chilberg, 
Humphrey, M.C. & Larson - Seattle people. 
Chilberg is here attending the meetings of the 
National Chamber of Commerce - & incidentally 
knocking the confirmation of Brandeis for the U.S. 
Spr. Court Justice. 
Letter from Hess & wife - will be here Wednesday 
morning. 
Emil Hurja here for a week. 
Congressional Ladies at Congress Hall gave a big 
Reception today - Tea. 
 

Diary 26, 1916 
February 8-9 

-8th – 
Just a working. 

-9th – 
Mr. & Mrs. Luther C. Hess, of Fairbanks came to 
Washington today and are with us at the Congress 
Hall Hotel.  He and I went down to the New Willard 
Hotel this afternoon and consulted with Mr. J.E. 
Chilberg, of Seattle, about the sale of our Cleary 
Creek mining options. 
We went over the map & the U.S. Geological 
Repts. & agreed that if he found us a buyer he 
should have ten (10) per cent of what we obtained 
as profits on the sale.  He is to take the matter up 
with New York & Boston capitalists. 
 

Diary 26, 1916 -10th – 
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February 10-11 Spent time today working on an abstract of the 
activities of the Alaska delegates to the Republican 
& Democratic National Conventions - rather a 
historical sketch of Alaskan doings in such 
conventions.  Also made an engagement to meet 
Secretary Garrison at the War Dept. tomorrow 
morning with Senator Jones to consider Col. 
Richardson’s administration of the Alaska road 
funds. 

-11th – 
Much to the surprise of the public this mornings 
papers announce that Secretary of War Garrison 
 

Diary 26, 1916 
February 11 

11 
presented his resignation to President Wilson 
yesterday - that it was accepted & he is out of 
office - & my engagement to meet him this morning 
with Senator Jones is off - This entirely disarranges 
my plan & I’ll have to begin anew. 
Dr. Fm M. Boyle of Valdes, Alaska, came to town 
today took lunch with us & the Hess!  Dug Morgan, 
one of my Alaska friends in today - He is a violinist 
& played at a reception tendered to me by the 
Tanana Bar Assoc. in May 1903 at Fairbanks & 
has been one of my ardent friends & supporters 
ever since.  My, but I love those old “sourdoughs”! 
 

Diary 26, 1916 
February 12 

-12th – 
Mrs. Wickersham and I were invited out to dinner 
at Mayor Farnsworths – the “Northumberland” 
tonight - we had a delightful dinner. 
We met the Farnsworth’s at Eagle City in 1900 - 
1901.  He was then Capt. U.S.A. at Fort Egbert, 
adjoining Eagle, & our relations were pleasant.  But 
our pleasure last evening was greatly increased 
when, to our surprise, we were introduced to Major 
Palmer & his wife.  He immediately inquired if I was 
from Illinois- & to our great surprise we found him 
to be the son of John Mayo -the Grandson of 
Governor John M. Palmer, with whom I  
 

Diary 26, 1916 
February 12-14 

12 
studied law in Springfield - 1877-80.  Debbie went 
to school in Springfield with Jessie & Louis - & 

often visited at their home.  We also met Major and 
Mrs. Connor - & Mrs. Daphne Marquette - Mrs. 
Farnsworth’s sister.  It was a pleasant evening. 

-13th, Sunday. 
Snowing. 
Working in office on statistics on political past in 
Alaska. 

-14th – 
Went up to the White House this morning - asked 
for & was given tickets of invitation to the Hess Mr. 
& Mrs. Hess, to attend the Reception Friday 
Evening - they are greatly pleased. 
Dr. Boyd was in today - talked politics in Alaska. -
preparing for the fall campaign. 
 

Diary 26, 1916 
February 15 

-15– 
We - Debbie & I - had Mr. & Mrs. Hess, of 
Fairbanks & Dr. & Mrs. Boyle of Valdes, to lunch, in 
the House Restaurant today - & enjoyed it! 

Hearing before the Com. on Ter. this morning on 
my bill, H.R.       to transfer the “Alaska Fund” to 
the control of the Territorial Legislature, as per H. 
Joint Memorial No. 12. of the Alaska Legislature.  
Curry of Cal. & Johnson of Wash, apposed - 
thinking it might in some way hurt their constituents 
the Cannery Co’s - the Alaska Fish trust. 
The matter was referred to a Sub-Committee 
Watson of VA, Hamlin, Mo & Johnson, Wash. 
 

Diary 26, 1916 
February 16 

-16th – 
Introduced bill today to grant the abandoned 
military property at Sitka to the Territory for use as 
a Pioneers Home. 
Dr. Boyle & wife left for New York. 
Got interview for tomorrow with Sec. Lane on 
subject of Public Utility Commission for Alaska - 
had interview today with Lenroot about Enabling 
Act - am anxious to get his sympathetic assistance 
on land grant matters - he is leader on Public Land 
Committee. 

Wrote Riggs letter urging Ry. Com. to name a 
station on the U.S. Ry “Densmore” - after Frank 
Densmore, early explorer on the Tanana & 
Kuskokwim & Nenana rivers. 
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Diary 26, 1916 
February 17-18 

-17th – 
Saw Mr. Lane, Sec. Int. today about a Public Utility 
Act for Alaska - or a Ry. Commission Act, with 
control of rates, utilities etc, as a part thereof.  He 
seems sympathetic & I also saw Judge Houston on 
the same subject.  I think it necessary to have a 
Board of Control in Alaska with power to limit rates 
& control wharves, railroads, steamships etc. 
telegraph & telephone. 

-18th – 
Mr. & Mrs. Luther C. Hess of Fairbanks 
accompanied Debbie & me to the public Reception 
to the White  House tonight.  We shook hands with 
Pres. Wilson, his wife & the ladies of the cabinet. 
 

Diary 26, 1916 
February 19-20 

-19th – 
Visiting Committees & securing action on my bills -
it is pretty slow work. 

Went to the University Club with Mr. Hess, to 
hear Andrew J. Stone lecture on the Commercial 
Possibilities of Alaska. Pretty good talk & better 
pictures. 

Darrell came over from Philadelphia today - we 
are doubly pleased for we are anxious to have him 
meet the Hess. 

20th  
Hess left for the West today - could not wait longer 
for word from Chilberg who promised to send us 
word about the Cleary Creek placers this week. 
Darrell went home this evening. 
 

Diary 26, 1916 
February 21 

-21st- 
Saw Col. Taylor, War Dept. in charge of 
engineering matters on the Pacific Coast about the 
Nome harbor & Dry Straits projects.  No report yet 
on either - he agreed to write to Col. Cavanaugh, at 
Seattle, for reports. 
Judge Houston, Chairman, Com. on the Territories 
& I will go & consult with Mr. McChord, Ch. of 
Interstate Com. Com. about transportation rates 
etc. in Alaska. 
Louis Vogel, from Fairbanks is here working on his 
pension case. 

Letter from Chilberg today - sent it on to Hess at 
Pittsfield, Ill., wrote to him to go to San Fran. & see 
Jafet Lindeberg & W.P. Hammon - who is the 
Evans Est. Boston Expert. 
 

Diary 26, 1916 
February 22 

-22nd- 
Judge Houston, Chairman Com. on the Territories 
& I visited Chas C. McChord, Chairman of the Inter 
State Commerce Com. this forenoon & discussed 
at some length the control of transportation rates in 
Alaska.  We discussed the various plans 
suggested for the control of public utilities, rates 
etc. on railroads, steamship lines on sea and 
rivers, wharfage, telegraphs, telephones and also 
the idea of a development board - or a commission 
to have charge of all the activities of government 
bureaus as well as the other matters - it was finally 
agreed that I should prepare a statement showing 
actual conditions in respect to each of these 
matters & that such statement should be presented 
to Judge Houston & by him to the Interstate Com. 
Com.  
 

Diary 26, 1916 
February 23 

February 23rd 
Secretary Redfield is still “playing horse” with 
Alaska fisheries matters & attempting to extend the 
jurisdiction of his Bureau of Fisheries - & 
incidentally snubbing the Delegate from Alaska. 
Two days ago he procured Senator Johnson, of 
Maine, to introduce one of his bills, Senate 4586, 
“to protect & preserve the halibut fishing of the 
Pacific Ocean,” etc. which bill should go into effect 
only when Canada should pass concurrent 
legislation to aid in preserving the halibut fisheries 
along the coast of British Columbia & Alaska. 
 

Diary 26, 1916 
February 23 

23 
I have today prepared, and will introduce tomorrow 
a concurrent resolution requesting the Secretary of 
State to procure a joint agreement by Treaty or 
otherwise between the U.S., Great Britain, Russia 
and Japan to conserve and protect from 
destruction the salmon, halibut, herring, cod, 
whales, walrus etc. and marine waterfowl, along 
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the Pacific, Bering sea and Arctic costs of the U.S. 
British Columbia, Alaska, Russian Siberia, Japan 
and their adjacent islands 
This is the proper - and only way - to secure the 
result which party aims  
 

Diary 26, 1916 
February 23 

23 
at in the Johnson - Senate bill, and will enable me 
to head off his effort & probably secure the result 
which is so greatly needed.  I have long had this 
idea in mind, but not until now have I thought I 
could secure a hearing, but the Johnson - Senate 
bill establishes the need of my Concurrent 
Resolution - which goes to the root of the evil while 
his Senate bill does not. 
I intend to give Secretary Redfield something to do 
if he puts his job over, & he will know that I am 
here at least. 
 

Diary 26, 1916 
February 24-25 

-24th- 
Answering mail & working on my statement of 
transportation conditions in Alaska. 

-25th- 
Same as yesterday.  Had a talk with Senator Jones 
& urged a meeting of the Wash. OR. & Cal. 
delegations to consider Alaska fishery legislation. 
Have written letters to Senators Jones, 
Chamberlain & Works asking for such meeting on 
Monday or Tuesday. 
Telegrams from Nome protesting against Sec. 
Redfield’s fishery bills & taking away the power of 
the Alaska Legislature over fisheries. 
 

Diary 26, 1916 
February 26-28 

26.- 
Same as yesterday. 
Introduced a bill to validate the Hd. entry of John 
Kehoe, of Tanana, in same condition as Kolde, at 
Fairbanks. 

-27th- 
A windy blustery Sunday- 

-28th – 
Consultation with Wm A. Parry, also Senator Jones 
-about Fisheries Bill - Also with Gillett & Good, 
members of the Appropriation Com. whom I 

advised that I wished to fight Secretary Redfield’s 
appro, for Fisheries Bureau work in Alaska. 
I intend to carry the war where it will hurt. 
 

Diary 26, 1916 
February 29-
March 1 

-29th- 
Am engaged in preparing a statement on the 
Railroad - Rate - Transportation - Public Utilities 
situation in Alaska. 
The Democrats are in turmoil tonight - the 
President has written a letter to the Com. on Rules 
demanding a rule and a test vote on the question 
whether Congress will support his views against 
Germany or not - it portends a “scrap” and no one 
can be much hurt except the President & his party -
so let ‘em to it. 

March 1st 
Attended meeting of Committee on Mines & Mining 
- Chairman Foster  
 

Diary 26, 1916 
March 1 

1 
introduced a bill, H.R. 12275, on Fed 25. “A bill to 
revise, amend and codify the sections of the 
Revised Statutes of the United States relating to 
the location of mining claims on the public domain, 
and for other purposes.” and is anxious to get it 
reported & passed! 
He announced that it was prepared by himself & 
Judge Thompson of the Bureau of Mines - & it 
looks like it!  He also announced the following Sub 
Committee to consider it, Foster, Chairman, Taylor 
(Colo), Hamlin (Mo), James (Mich) & Wickersham 
(Alaska). 
I was called up from the War Dept. & went down to 
see the Dry Straits Report.  It is quite favorable & 
recommends a more extensive survey with 
estimates. 
 

Diary 26, 1916 
March 1-2 

1 
I am informed it will be referred to an advisory 
board to consider whether the additional surveys 
shall be made – about next week.  I telegraphed 
results to F. Matheson, Pres, Chamber Commerce, 
Wrangell, Alaska – which will get the benefit if the 
work is done – as it ought to be! 
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-March 2.- 
Com. on Public Lands reported My H.R. 228 to 
amend the Hd. Laws in Alaska. 
I prepared the report & put in the hopper.  Also 
today appointed Howard Rolston of Fairbanks 
Midshipman at Annapolis, & Denig E. Sutphen of 
Ketchikan, Cadet to West Point Academy. 
 

Diary 26, 1916 
March 2 

2 
Also received long telegram from Bob. Hunter, Ed. 
Weekly “Alaskan” at Anchorage as follows: 

Seattle, Wash. March 1, 1916  
Hon. James Wickersham, M.C.  
Washington, D.C.  Letter received twelve hundred 
signed union roll and quit work Feby seventh work 
on Mears railroad at standstill. Men demand fifty 
per hour with better living conditions. Business 
men displaying show cards we endorse federal 
labor union.  Am in complete harmony with union 
am authorized to ask you to demand wage 
schedule adopted, the removal of Edes and Mears 
who are incompetent and competent men put in 
charge.  We want commissary abolished and that 
we be  
 

Diary 26, 1916 
March 2 

2 
allowed to incorporate Anchorage, that the 
Commission build railroads not deal in groceries, 
town lots, red light houses and lighterage business. 

R.R. Hunter, anchorage, Alaska. 
I favor the increase in pay to $.50 an hour.  Will 
send telegram to Sec. Lane tomorrow. 
I greatly fear this radical opposition of the workmen 
may result in forcing Sec. Lane to let building out 
by contract - he thinks that would be greatly to the 
disadvantage of the workmen, but I am inclined to 
think that it is the only way the government can 
build the road or any public work without constant 
quarrels & fights with its laborers. 
 

Diary 26, 1916 
March 3-4 

March 3rd 
Mr. & Mrs. James W. Hill, of Seattle, but formerly of 
Fairbanks, took dinner with us this evening. 
We had a mostly delightful hour - & they went over 

to visit the Congressional Library - and on to- New 
York.  Sent advance copies my Enabling Act for 
the State of Alaska to the Juneau Dispatch - 
Frames “49th Star” at Valdes, and to the News-
Miner, Fairbanks, and Nome Nugget with 
instructions to publish on Mch. 30th, on which day I 
will introduce the bill in congress. 

-4th . 
Just working - Introduced bill for an appropriation of 
$100,000. to build the Juneau bridge. 
 

Diary 26, 1916 
March 4 

4th Continued. 
My demand on the Sec. of War for an estimate to 
cover the Ruby - Long Creek road has had an 
unexpected result!  I received a letter from the 
present Sec. of War, Major Genl. Hugh A. Scott, 
acting Sec. of War, approving my bill for the Ruby 
Road, & estimating for $100.000, and also sending 
in an Estimate for $400,000 more for the Fairbanks 
- Valdes road!! 

Some result! but I am yet to get favorable reports 
& the appropriation.  The estimate is only the first 
step.  Garrison (who just resigned as sec. of War) 
would hot have made the estimate.  So we are that 
far in luck. 
 

Diary 26, 1916 
March 5-6 

-March 5th- 
Recd, a telegram from Anchorage today as follows, 

Anchorage, Alaska, Mar. 4, 1916.  
Hon James Wickersham 
Delegate from Alaska, Washington, D.C. 
Federal labor union organized eleven hundred sixty 
nine members, demand minimum wage fifty cents 
per hour. General strike pending.  Mears claims no 
power to act. Wire immediately if we have your 
support also advise us on what action being taken. 

J.J. Ross, secretary. 
-March 6th – 

Sent following Answer:  
 Washington, D.C. March 6, 1916. 
J.J. Ross, Secretary Federal Labor Union. 
Anchorage, via Seward, Alaska. 
You may depend on my support fifty cents per 
hour. Secretary Lane asked Secretary Wilson 
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appoint Mediation Commission. Appointed two 
commissioners, statistician and stenographer. 
They leave Seattle March fifteenth for Anchorage. 
Nothing doing here till Mediators hear both sides 
and report. Keep order & present facts. 

James Wickersham, 
Delegate from Alaska. 

 
Diary 26, 1916 
March 7-8 

-7- 
[Invitation card] 

ANNUAL DINNER 
OF 

THE NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC SOCIETY 
 
Working on my Statement of Transportation 
Conditions in Alaska.  Have received several 
copies of the Kennecott Copper Corporation - 
which is interesting as a formal combination of the 
Kennecott Mines, Copper Riv. & N.W. Ry. & the 
Alaska Steamship Co. etc. 

-8th – 
Judge Houston, Chairman Com. on Ter. & I called 
on Secretary Houston & discussed Mr. Lane’s 
“Development Board” idea.  I tried to persuade him 
to withdraw his effort to build another Bureau on us 
in Alaska - but he really has no confidence in the 
people as governors but all confidence in bureaus!! 
 

Diary 26, 1916 
March 9 

-9th – 
Sec. of Commerce has reported adversely on my 
“Full Territorial Government bill,” - not that I blame 
him if he had sense enough to put it on the 
apparent idiocy of the bill itself, but it makes me 
mad to have him do it because he - like Sec. 
Houston - believes in the supreme competency of 
his bureau & lack of confidence in the people to 
rule. 
Hard at work on my Transportation Statement.  It is 
a big job and the more I work at it the bigger it gets. 
- but I am going to take time to do it well. 
 

Diary 26, 1916 
March 10 

-10- 
I was quite surprised today when Falcon Joslin 
came in to see me and told me he came from 

Steve Birch - that birch received a telegram 
yesterday from Shackleford at Juneau asking him 
(Birch) to send telegrams to Alaska to some 
members of the Republican Territorial Committee 
asking them to stand with Shackleford in 
organization and control. Joslin said Birch 
understood Shackleford and I were now working 
amiably and asked me what to do. 
I told him no That I was not in political combination 
or friendship with Shackleford - that Shackleford & 
his former friends -and my enemies -  
 

Diary 26, 1916 
March 10 

10 
where having a fight and Shackleford wanted me to 
aid him to defeat them, but that he could then turn 
and defeat me - if he could - afterward.  I told him I 
did not wish to have any alliance with Shackleford - 
he wanted to know that Birch ought to do.  I told 
him he ought to keep out of the fights.  He went 
with no more than this statement contains. 
Really Joslin ought not to have expected me to 
confide in him - or in Birch!  He assured me Birch 
was friendly to me - but I do not trust either one of 
the three.  I never turn my back when I am with 
either of them and I would not give either of them 
my confidence. 
 

Diary 26, 1916 
March 10 

10th – continued. 
Mr. Ed. Cathcart, of Cordova, Alaska, “came to 
town” today - loaded with letters of 
recommendation from his Idaho friends - for the job 
of Superintendent of the Alaska Government 
Railroad!  And not one of them mentioned that he 
was a Democrat! 
Of course that does not make any difference with 
President Wilson Or Secretary Lane, in considering 
the qualifications of an applicant for that position - 
but they would see a Republican in hell before they 
would appoint him Supt. of this Peoples Railway - 
and Cathcart is a Republican! 
 
Darrell came over to spend the evening with us - 
 

Diary 26, 1916 -12- 
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March 12-13 Telegraphed to Hess at Joslin’s suggestion saying 
that Joslin wanted him to come back from Pittsfield, 
Ill., to N.Y. to assist in presenting the Cleary Creek 
project - but he answered this morning saying he 
could not come - that he would start west on 
Tuesday (14) for California & Alaska. 

-13.- 
Telegram from Hess saying he cannot come to 
New York, & for J- & me to act. 
Howard Rolston here - have advised him not to 
accept the Appt. to Annapolis Naval Academy - 
Working to get Jamart’s pension bill reported 
favorably.  
 

Diary 26, 1916 
March 14 

-14th – 
Have telegram from Ed. C. Russell, Ed. of Juneau 
transcript chiding me for not forcing my friends in 
Alaska to assist him & Shackleford to gain control 
of the Republican organization.  He must think I am 
foolish - I shall not enter into any alliance with 
Shackleford and I do not care what the Republican 
convention does - I do not have to have its 
endorsement - nor even the election! 
I am independent and intend to remain so - They 
can take their nomination & give it to some better 
man if they want to - I do not intend to change the 
attitude I have so long held in Alaska. 
 

Diary 26, 1916 
March 15-16 

-15- 
Just working in the office 
 
[clipping] 

ALASKA G.O.P. FOR HUGHES 
But Two Delegates to Chicago Will 

Be Uninstructed. 
Juneau, Alaska, March 15.- Full returns from the 

Republican primaries held last Saturday 
indicate the renomination of James Wickersham as 
delegate to Congress and the election of two 
delegates to the National Convention who will favor 
Charles E. Hughes, but will be uninstructed. 

George Schofield, of Nome, or Louis P. 
Shackleford, of Juneau, will be National 
Committeeman.  The territorial convention will be 

held at Seward April 19. 
-16- 

Went to the Office of Asst. Sec. Interior Stephen 
Mather.  He had invited Riggs, Brooks, Dr. E. 
Lester Jones, & members of the N.Y. Camp Fire 
Club, etc. to a conference over a scheme to create 
a Mount McKinley National Park.  We just talked -
no results. 
While I favor the park I think that Alaska now has 
enough of her area in reservation - & the scenery 
will not deteriorate for a few years! 
The area - 2,200 sq. mi. is though to be not enough 
by some - Unimportant. 
 

Diary 26, 1916 
March 17-18 

-17th – 
At a meeting in my office today, present, Thos. 
Riggs, J. Reaburn, & two representatives of the 
Camp fire club of N.Y. We talked the Mt McKinley 
Park matter over fully again & I have finally 
consented to introduce the bill, provided it contains 
a clause so as not to exclude mining and miners 
therefrom. That was agreed to and I will do it. 

-18th – 
Joslin, from Fairbanks, Harris, from Hawks Inlet, & 
Charlie Herron, in today.  Took Heron up to meet 
Woods, of Iowa, Chairman Rep. Cong. Com. to talk 
politics - Herron -says I will be nominated in the 
Republican Convention, Seward, April 19th. 
 

Diary 26, 1916 
March 19-21 

-19th – 
Sunday - working in office 

-20th – 
Working on “Transportation in Alaska” 

-21st- 
Com. on Territories met today & the old hard fight 
of the “Fish Trust” aided by the Bureau of Fisheries 
is on again. The bill now is one prepared by the 
Sec. of Commerce, after the old Tentative bill 
prepared by the Fish Trust in 1910. - with the 
addition of a clause taking away from the Alaska 
Legislature its power to levy additional license fees 
on fishes.  The Cannery men are here in 
abundance. 
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Diary 26, 1916 
March 22 

-22- 
Am informed by the Atty. Genl that he has finally 
secured some information through Roth & laid it 
before Interstate Commerce Commission - but did 
not tell me what it was.  As I went down to the 
Commission’s Secretary this morning & he showed 
it to me.  The mountain brought forth a mouse!  He 
called attention to the contract between the White 
Pass & Yukon Route the N.C.C. and N.A of Mch 
28. 1906 and extensions thereof - & to a clause 
giving the N.C. Co. a rebate of $12.00 per ton. 
Nothing new - & then says there is no violation of 
the law. 
 

Diary 26, 1916 
March 23-26 

-23rd- 
My friend, Ed. Cathcart, a railroad man from 
Cordova, came here two weeks ago, full of 
enthusiasm & loaded with letters of 
recommendations, to carry away an appointment 
as Supt. of the Alaska Ry - he was just in to tell me 
that he is turned down hard by Wm C. Edes, 
Chairman of the Alaska Eng. Com. & is going back 
west disappointed! 

-24th – 
Working on transportation statement - writing 
letters - office work. 

-25- 
Same as yesterday. 

-26- 
Sunday - nothing much; work same as yesterday. 
 

Diary 26, 1916 
March 27 

-27th- 
Have now quit Transportation and am working on 
Fisheries.  Hearings on again tomorrow, and am 
preparing questions to ask supporters of the bill to 
take power away from Legislature to levy add. 
license fees on Alaska fisheries. 
Also have just protested in writing to Sec. Lane 
against reservation of fisheries around Metlakatla 
Island, to lease to Harris & Co.  It is unnecessary 
and a dangerous precedent.  If the president may 
withdraw waters for the benefit of one group of 
Indians & lease - he may lease all Alaska fisheries 
a bad precedent. 

 
Diary 26, 1916 
March 28-29 

-28- 
Another hearing today before the Com. on 
Territories on the Alaska bill to repeal that clause in 
the Organic Act, giving the Legislature power to lay 
additional license tax - I am trying to make the 
hearing general so as to get in my “Full Territorial 
Form of Government” bill - but so far without 
success. 

-29th – 
Working today to aid John Felkel & others from 
Nome, to recover the value of a boat & cargo 
wrecked at Whalen, East Cape, Siberia, last year & 
taken in charge by the Russian officials.   
Also on Transportation. 
 

Diary 26, 1916 
March 30 

March 30th, 1916 
The 49th Anniversary of the signing of the Treaty of 
the Purchase of Alaska from Russia. 
Introduced the first Alaska Statehood Bill today.  
H.R. 13987 
 
It seems that L. P. Shackleford and his friends are 
reporting in Alaska that I have entered into an 
agreement with him to surrender the control of 
Republican patronage, etc. to him in consideration 
of my nomination and election upon the Republican 
ticket - so I  
 

Diary 26, 1916 
March 30 

30 
have prepared, signed and sent to each 
newspaper in Alaska the following letter: 

“Washington, D.C. March 30, 1916. 
To the Delegates to the Republican Territorial  
Convention, Seward, Alaska. 
Gentlemen: 
The people of Alaska seem to have concluded that 
there ought to be an effective organization of the 
Republican as well as the Democratic party in the 
Territory, and many of my most active friends and 
supporters have joined in the movement and are 
among your number.  In view of their announced 
intention to present my name to your convention 
and because of many rumors tending to create 
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misunderstanding and contentions hereafter I feel 
impelled in fairness to my friends and to those who 
have long been my political opponents to make this 
public statement in advance of any action on your 
part. 
I have not and will not enter into any combination 
or agreement with or against any person or faction 
in or out of the Republican organization for the 
control of patronage, in whole or in part, or at all, or 
for the control of my actions in any way whatever 
as the representative of all the people of Alaska, or 
for any other purpose.  I will not be bound by  
 

Diary 26, 1916 
March 30 

30 
any pledge made for me without it is clearly stated 
in the platform or resolutions adopted by the 
convention.  It seems to me there can be no 
successful unity of action or reorganization of the 
Republican party in Alaska without entire frankness 
with the men and women who do the voting, and 
because of that I address this communication to 
you in this public manner.  I can better do without 
the nomination or the election to congress than be 
placed in the attitude of having betrayed either my 
associates or the people whom I have represented 
with such freedom and confidence for eight years, 
and whom I must continue to represent with 
freedom and confidence 
 

Diary 26, 1916 
March 30 

30 
or not at all.   
In the event of my election I pledge myself to 
harmony and fair dealing toward friends and past 
opponents alike, to the support of the bill which I 
have already introduced granting more extended 
powers to the territorial government, to the support 
of the Statehood bill, to the creation of better 
transportation conditions and the control and 
reduction of burdensome freight rates, and 
generally to the upbuilding of the industries natural 
to our Territory and to the development of its great 
natural resources free from monopoly and unjust 
restraint.  If you nominate me upon this 
understanding there  

 
Diary 26, 1916 
March 30 

30 
will be but little chance for contention and 
disagreement hereafter. 

Respectfully, 
James Wickersham” 

That ought to keep the Shackleford faction steady 
& stop their tales of having me under agreement. 
It seems to me they are trying to get credit for 
reorganizing the party and bringing harmony, 
securing the control of the organization - then 
defeating me at the polls & thereby securing to 
themselves all power of patronage - which is all 
they want. 
I shall not assist them anyway.  They may now 
refuse to nominate me. 
 

Diary 26, 1916 
March 31 

-31st – 
Shackleford is a “cunning cuss”.  Received the 
following telegram from him today: 

“Juneau, Alaska, May 30, 1916. 
Hone. James WICKERSHAM, Wash. D.C. 
Mr. Russell showed me your two letters concerning 
situation and very much gratified at the tone and 
spirit of same.  There is but little question but that 
Seward Convention can be harmoniously 
representative of Alaska needs and our recognition 
which I modestly say we are both entitled to. 
Wish you would arrange to have talk with Hilles so 
you and he may have an understanding when the 
Convention meets and when the nomination is 
tendered to you as I expect it will be. 
L. P. Shackleford.“ 
 

Diary 26, 1916 
March 31 –  
April 2 

31 
No Answer!  What he wants is a reply that he can 
show to prove that he and I are working together - 
and I’ll not send it. 

-April 1st- 
Darrell down from Philadelphia to spend Sunday 
with us. 

-April 2nd- 
Darrell’s 34th Birthday. 
Had a long automobile ride with him & his mother 
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today - a fine spring day. 
Diary 26, 1916 
April 3-4 

-April 3rd- 
House passed my homestead bill today - after 
cutting it up somewhat.  I made no objection - for it 
was important to get it through when it was 
reached - it was about to be passed by -  I can get 
it amended in the Senate. 

-4th – 
Another short Session of the Com. on Territories -
examined Thurman, Solicitor of the Dept. of 
Commerce, -a big overgrown “boob,” who has a 
high position because of his father - a great 
Democrat. 
Nothing much done - over for a week. 
 

Diary 26, 1916 
April 5-6 

-5th – 
Am finishing up my petition to the Interstate 
Commerce Commission for a general investigation 
of Alaska transportation matters & a reduction of 
interstate commerce rates.  It is quite a document 
for it is the first real effort to cover the field - and I 
hope for results. 

-6th – 
Am preparing data for Examination of Dr. Hugh M 
Smight, Com. Bureau of Fisheries next Tuesday. 
Long letter today from Valentine about politics in 
Alaska.  It seems that Shackleford is working the 
“combine with Wickersham” story as hard as is 
necessary to induce my friends to assist him! 
 

Diary 26, 1916 
April 7-8 

-7th – 
Same as yesterday. 
 

-8th – 
Recd, telegram from Cordova on politics: 

“Cordova, Alaska, April 7, 1916  
James Wickersham, M.C. Washington, D.C. 
Your nomination assured without assistance of 
Shackleford.  Believe it suicide for you to allow 
Shackleford name national committeeman.  By 
making organization man Republican National 
Committeeman you can cement entire Republican 
party outside few personal friends of Shackleford.  
It all lies in our power - what shall we do? 

Thos. S Scott, 
Harry Thisted. 

 
Diary 26, 1916 
April 8 

8 
This telegram is embarrassing to me for I wish very 
much to see Shackleford defeated as National 
Committeeman, but I do not wish to appear as a 
“boss,” for that is the real offense of which he is 
guilty so I sent the following reply: 

“Washington D.C. April 8, 1916  
Thomas S. Scott. 

“Cordova, Alaska 
“I have great confidence in your judgment - 

must depend upon my friends at Seward to adopt 
such course as will inspire confidence and bring 
success at the polls.  Wrote Thisted letter March 
thirtieth which will aid you.  Get all of your mind 
together at Seward and act unitedly.  Play ball. 

James Wickersham 
I do not intend to send telegrams ordering my 
friends to fight S- - for there can be no 
reorganization of the party in that way - but if they 
do act together and slit his political throat I will view 
the remains with interest though I may not shed a 
damn tear! 
 

Diary 26, 1916 
April 9-10 

-9th – 
Sunday, and three inches of snow on the ground 
this morning.  Worked in the office getting final 
corrections, etc. on my petition for reduction of 
Alaska rates which I intend to file with Interstate 
Commerce Commission tomorrow.  Also working 
on data for Examination of Dr. Smith, Supt. Bureau 
of Fisheries on Tuesday in opposition to the 
Fisheries Bills now before Com. on Ter. approved 
by him. 

-10th – 
Filed my petition or complaint against the Alaska 
Ry. & S.S. Co’s today with the Interstate 
Commerce Commission. When I filed 
 

Diary 26, 1916 
April 10 

10 
- or rather informally left them with Mr. McGinty, the 
secretary, he suggested that they be left with him 
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informally & without filing in a contested case, for 
two or three days for consideration whether it is 
best to put the matter in the shape of an 
investigation by the Commission - or of a contested 
case upon notice.  Of course, he said, before there 
can be any reduction of rates there must be a 
notice & a contest but that can come after the 
secret investigation of the Com.  I agreed to heave 
the papers for two or three days for consideration 
of the matter of proceeding. 
 

Diary 26, 1916 
April 10-11 

10 
Recd, telegram from Henry T. Ray Fairbanks, 
wanting to lease our house to Arthur Williams, 
saying that my friends are disappointed at my 
(alleged) agreement with Shackleford, inquiring 
why I do not answer his letter of Feb 18.  Answered 
saying to lease house for $30. per month, no 
agreement with S. & had not recd, any letter from 
him since leaving Fairbanks. 

-11th – 
Another hearing today before Com. on Ter. on 
Fisheries Bill - Dr. Smith, Com. of Bureau of 
Fisheries failed to show up - he is apparently very 
nervous & is trying to avoid examination - the Com. 
issued notice to him to appear next Tuesday - 
other witnesses unimportant. 
 

Diary 26, 1916 
April 11-13 

11 
My friends Frank Howard & wife from the Koyukuk 
are here - Mrs. W’s friend Mrs. McMillan - Patton 
from Hoquiam, Wash. also now at our hotel – 
today. 

12th. 
Hearing today before the Com. on Public Bldgs on 
Appropriation of $450,000 for the completion of the 
Public Building for a Territorial Capital at Juneau, & 
grant of the abandoned military & naval buildings at 
Sitka to the Territory for Territorial use as Home for 
Aged Pioneers, etc, The Committee seems 
sympathetic – but! 

-13th – 
Working on correspondence which is unusually 
heavy – 

 
Diary 26, 1916 
April 14-15  

-14th – 
Same old grind in office.  My Friend Frank Howard, 
from Coldfoot, Alaska & his wife, are in the office 
today & took lunch with us. 
He tells me he set up and printed the “Local Mining 
Laws of Harris Mining District, Alaska” in 1887, for 
John G. Heid & G.W. Garside. 

-15- 
Just working etc. arranging books for binding & 
preparing for Com. Examinations on Tuesday - Am 
working on address in support of Alaska Statehood 
bill.  The Progressive - Democratic Convention 
meets at Valdes today. 
 

Diary 26, 1916 
April 16 

-16th – 
Received the following telegram this morning from 
John W. Frame & Joe C. Dieringer, of Valdes, 
Alaska. 

“Valdes, Alaska, April 15, 1916  
“James Wickersham, Washington, D.C. 
“Progressive Democratic Convention met today 
nominated you delegate, Cobb for Attorney 
General.  All divisions represented.  Platform last 
election revised by addition Statehood greater 
municipal powers endorsement your efforts reduce 
freight rates.  Shackleford here says you must 
retract statements in letter else he cant endorse 
you.  Letter puzzles them.  

Frame – Dieringer” 
 

Diary 26, 1916 
April 16 

16 
The foregoing telegram amuses me through it may 
mean defeat.  My independent friends have put 
one over on Shackleford and he may embarrass 
me by asking me if I accept the Progressive-
Democratic nomination - or the Republican.  Then, 
too, the Democrats may force Cobb off this Pro-
Dem. ticket!  As for me, I shall stand, for I would 
rather go to defeat with the men who have 
heretofore engineered my success than to leave 
them & trust to the mercies of Shackleford & my 
past enemies.  I shall not decline to stand with 
Frame & the Pro-Dem, nomination though I am a 
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Republican.  What  
 

Diary 26, 1916 
April 16 

16 
Cobb will do I cannot conjecture nor will his action 
influence mine.  The Republican convention meets 
on Wednesday - and Shackleford will have to look 
out for himself, for many of my friends & his 
opponents will be there seeking to dismount him & 
prevent his re-nomination as National 
Committeeman or his control of the party 
organization. 

Debbie and I went out for along automobile ride 
with Judge Howard & his wife & her mother - we 
went to Parks, Arlington, etc. 
Am working on address to go with the Statehood 
Bill for Alaska. 
 

Diary 26, 1916 
April 17 

-17th – 
This looks like defeat in the Republican convention: 

Cordova, Alaska, April 16, 1916  
James Wickersham, house of rep- Washington, 
D.C. 
Unless definite understanding highly probable you 
not recd. nomination convention with Lloyd against 
you. Thisted Hazlett small majority against 
organization. Shackleford who controls without 
your supporters will have to endorse straight 
candidate unless you give us assurance.  Are you 
thoroughly informed and with  
 

Diary 26, 1916 
April 17 

17 
or against organization program. 

Boyle, Godall,  
Gootschalk, Chase. 

I have sent the following reply: 
Washington D.C. April, 17, 1916  

Edward V. Boyle, Cordova, Alaska. 
I do not understand what you mean.  What definite 
understanding do you want and what about?  
Threat to endorse straight candidate if I do not give 
assurance that I am with or against organization 
program unavailing until I know what the program 
is, what is it you want. 
James Wickersham. 

 
Diary 26, 1916 
April 18 

-18th – 
Just received the following telegram from Ed. C. 
Russell of Juneau, from Valdes en route to Seward 
Convention. 

Valdes, Alaska, April 18, 1916 
Hon. James Wickersham, Delegate to Congress. 
Washin. D.C. 
Rush wire Chairman Seward Convention care 
Thisted and myself you accept nomination on 
platform as outlined your public letter addressed 
Delegates.  This telegram will not be used unless 
your nomination is made under right conditions.  
Telegram Sutherland to Thisted indicates he 
accepts situation in right spirit due arrive Seward 
tomorrow.    

Ed. C. Russell. 
 

Diary 26, 1916 
April 18-19 

18 
Answered Russell telegram as follows: 
 Washington D.C. April, 18, 1916 
“Ed. C. Russell, Care Sec. Republican Convention. 
Seward, Alaska.  You Thisted authorized represent 
me.  Will accept nomination fair platform.  Will 
assist reorganization party and urge harmony unity 
action upbuilding Alaska.” 
James Wickersham 

-19th – 
It is quite evident that S- & his lieutenants do not 
intend to accept my letter of March 30th as a final 
word on the matter of forcing me to abandon my 
right to represent the people of Alaska with 
independence & under the law. 
 

Diary 26, 1916 
April 19 

19 
I am today in receipt of the following telegrams:  
 Seward, Alaska, April 18, 1916 
Hon. James Wickersham, Washington, D.C. 
As suggested in your recent open letter of March 
30th we wire you under separate night letter copy 
of platform which Russell chairman platform 
committee will insert convention platform affecting 
patronage. 
Urge you wire Russell immediately your 
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acceptance platform with this plank agreed.  
Caucus majority delegates, Wickersham for 
Delegate.  Murane National Committeeman, 
Schofield, Attorney General, Shackleford - Gilmore, 
delegates  
 

Diary 26, 1916 
April 19 

19 
Chicago, Russell - Gaustad alternates. 
Platform covers every item mentioned your open 
letter. This is the best deal we can secure and 
have personal pledge every regular Republican 
attending convention will not only support ticket but 
organize Legislative tickets every division carry on 
aggressive and earnest campaign we realize we 
must have your acceptance this plank to insure 
your nomination.  Rush answer. Ed. C. Russell, H. 
Thisted.  An hour after receiving the foregoing I 
also received the following:   
 Seward, Alaska, April 18, 1916 
James Wickersham, Delegate to Congress 
 

Diary 26, 1916 
April 19 

19 
Washington, D.C. 
We charge the Democratic administration with 
having ignored Alaskans in appointments to public 
office in this territory and with having disgraced our 
citizenship by the wholesale appointment of non-
residents and carpetbaggers in lieu of our bona 
fide citizens and we condemn this un-American 
policy and practice as highly prejudicial to our 
people and detrimental to good government.  We 
reaffirm our party slogan, Alaska for Alaskans, and 
demand that only bona fide citizens be appointed 
to public office.  We believe that harmonious party 
organization and solidarity are basic principles  
 

Diary 26, 1916 
April 19 

19 
controlling good government, and to the end that 
our citizens voters shall have a voice in 
appointments to public office we pledge to the 
people of Alaska that all divisional appointments to 
public office shall be made only upon the joint 
endorsement of the Republican committee of that 
division and the Republican National 

Committeeman, and all other presidential 
appointments to public office in Alaska shall be 
made only upon the recommendation of the 
Republican National Committeeman of this 
Territory. 

Ed. C. Russell 
H. Thisted 

 
Diary 26, 1916 
April 19 

19 
I promptly prepared an answer to these telegrams 
denouncing their suggestion to me as an insult, 
telling Shackleford to go to hell, and refusing to 
accept the nomination, etc. 
I took the telegram and my proposed answer to Mr. 
Frank P. Woods, M.C. from Iowa, and the Pres. of 
the Republican Congressional Committee - after 
reading the record & thinking it over he strongly 
urged me not to answer the telegrams! 
He insisted that since I had made it perfectly clear 
that I would not be bound by any arrangement to 
surrender my just independence & powers as a 
Representative of the People of 
 

Diary 26, 1916 
April 19 

19 
Alaska the wise thing to do is to remain silent & let 
the Convention act. 
If it refuses to nominate me I have the record 
showing the reason why: if it does nominate me I 
am in a perfectly fair position to repudiate anything 
they put in the platform in opposition to my 
statements in my letter of Mar 30, directed to the 
Delegates of the Convention. 
Upon Woods strong insistence I have concluded to 
accept his advice & make no answer to the 
telegrams. 

Debbie agrees with Woods & I am finally 
persuaded, although my own strong inclination is to 
send a  
 

Diary 26, 1916 
April 19 

April 19 continued 
ringing denunciation & decline to consider their 
proposed nomination upon the demand they have 
made. 
It would leave me in a better shape to make an 
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independent fight for the office or a fight in 
opposition to them - but I am surrendering to 
Woods insistence. 

Heard President Wilson read his message to 
Congress today presenting his ultimatum to 
Germany 
With Mexico & Germany both on our hands and no 
Army, & the Navy in Daniels control we are in 
danger. 

April 20th, 1916 
Well, the Shackleford convention at Seward acted 
like a baby - as usual. 
 

Diary 26, 1916 
April 20 

20 
Have just received the following telegram (some 
clerical errors but the sense is apparent though I 
copy it exactly) 

“Seward, Alaska, April 19, 1916  
James Wickersham, Delegate to Congress,  
Washington, D.C.  Principal part of Seward 
Convention steam rolled by Shackleford declared 
for Statehood in platform declaring we were unable 
to secure enough votes to insure clear nomination  
Russell refused to allow your name go before 
convention selection delegate to Congress left 
hands committee four advised you refuse to 
accept.  

Thisted.” 
And there you are! 
 

Diary 26, 1916 
April 20-21 

20 
Am preparing a short statement & attaching copies 
of letters, telegrams etc. respecting Shackleford’s 
attempt to hold me up & compel me to deliver all 
patronage etc. addressing it to Hon. Frank P. 
Wood, M.C. Chairman Republican Congressional 
Committee - & asking him & the Committee to take 
hold of the political situation in Alaska & make the 
“bosses” play fair. 

April 21st  
[clipping] 

Plans of Alaska Republicans 
SEWARD, Alaska, April 21.- The committee 

appointed yesterday by the republican territorial 

convention to select a candidate for delegate to 
Congress met today to formulate a plan for choos-
ing the candidate. 

The platform adopted by the convention declares 
for statehood; for (Federal investigation of the 
alleged fish trust of the U-S-; for extension of the 
cable and wireless system; for community property 
rights for women; for restrictions of the resources 
of the territory for the people of Alaska; protests 
against the so-called war taxes of the democratic 
national administration and denounces the 
Mexican and foreign policies of President Wilson. 
 

Diary 26, 1916 
April 21 

21 
Wrote & delivered letter today to Frank P. Wood, 
M.C. of Iowa, on Shackleford’s successful plan to 
destroy Republican organization in Alaska.  Really, 
between us, Shackleford has put one over on my 
friends & supporters - I am not surprised - nor very 
greatly disappointed.  He does not care what the 
result is - he has the organization of the 
Republican party - he is one of the two Delegates 
to the National Convention & his candidate -or 
rather he is the Rep. National Committeeman!  he 
will have control of all appointments in case the 
next President is a Republican - & that was all he 
wanted -the rest can go hang! 
 

Diary 26, 1916 
April 22-24 

-22nd- 
Nothing exciting - just working in office.  Introduced 
Claims Bill today to pay Thomas H. Jeter $10,000 
for his farm etc taken at Anchorage, Alaska, by the 
U.S. Ry. terminals. 

-23rd- 
Working on office matters etc. Sunday 

-24th – 
Gov. Strong, of Alaska, came in today.  Am glad to 
see him for he can help me on the Appro, for the 
Alaska Capitol Bldg. & the Sitka Pioneers Home 
bill. 
The hearing on the Fisheries Bill was postponed on 
me for a week - but they cannot get their job 
through. 
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Diary 26, 1916 
April 25 

-25th – 
My “tillicum” Tom Bishop of Tacoma came in to see 
me today.  Tom is a half breed Indian and is 
looking up the Shaker Church record in part 2 of 
the 14th Ann. Rept. at the Bureau of Ethnology - a 
church which I organized among the Indians on 
Puget Sound many years ago. 
Gov. Strong & I called on Judge Houston, Com. on 
Ter. about Alaska legislation generally & on Frank 
Clark, of Florida, Ch. Com. on Public Bldgs. in 
support of the Appro, for the Juneau & Sitka public 
buildings. 
 

Diary 26, 1916 
April 26-27 

-26th – 
Gov. Strong & I appeared before the Com. on 
Public Bldgs. in support of the Appro for the 
Juneau & Sitka bills. 
Gov- & Mrs. Strong to dinner with us at the 
Congress Hall Hotel.  Am notified today that the 
Com. on the Merchant Marine & Fisheries will take 
up the Alaska Fisheries bills.! 

-27th – 
Gov. Strong was in the office and we have 
consulted quite fully in relation to matters Alaska.  
He is trying to get the Navy Dept. to surrender its 
claim over the land we want granted to the Ter. at 
Sitka for the Pioneers Home - & thinks he will 
succeed. 
 

Diary 26, 1916 
April 28-29 

-28th – 
Had Gov. Strong in office & went carefully over the 
Alaska Fisheries bills - Judge Houston, Chairman 
House Com. on Ter. wishes him to appear before 
the Com. on Tuesday & I am anxious that he shall 
understand the import of the various bills before he 
so appears. 

-29th – 
Senator Pittman introduced a bill in the Senate & 
Judge Houston in the House yesterday, S        & 
H.R.          giving the President power to make 

Diary 26, 1916 
April 29 

29 
rules & regulations for control of police power, 
sanitary etc. in towns & along Alaska Railroad -
without limit! 

I can see from the situation - both bills are exactly 
alike - the bills were prepared in the Department of 
the Interior.  No notice was given to me - and, of 
course, I’ll oppose the bills. 

Judge Houston came in this afternoon & it 
happened that the Dept. of Interior official - 
Christensen - also came in & they undertook to 
convince me the bills ought to pass. 
I was rather fierce in my denunciation of the bills & 
got Judge Houston to greatly modify - but I am not 
yet 
 

Diary 26, 1916 
April 29-30 

29 
satisfied – I intend to oppose to the end - though I 
do not really fear the bill if amended as Judge 
Houston agrees.  Still it is bad as a precedent - & 
I’ll oppose it. 
Am invited to attend a banquet of the Boon & 
Crocket Club at the Metropolitan Club tonight. 

-30th – 
[invitation to Boone and Crockett Club banquet] 
 
Had a fine time at the Boon & Crocket Club 
banquet 
last night.  Some of those present were:  Gov. 
Strong, Senator Pittman, Charles Sheldon, 
Belmore Brown, Dr. E. Lester Jones, Asst. Sec. 
Interior Mather, Judge Houston, Chairman, Com. 
on Ter., Ferris, Chairman com on Public Lands, 
Fitzgerald, Ch. Com. Appro. etc.  Plenty of 
booze & grub.” 
 

Diary 26, 1916 
May 1 

May 1st 
Attended dinner given at the Cosmos Club, by Dr. 
E. Lester Jones in honor of Gov. Strong. 
 
[clipping] 

ALASKAN GOVERNOR GUEST. 
Dr. E. Lester Jones Entertains at 
Cosmos Club for J.F.A. Strong. 

Dr. E. Lester Jones, superintendent of the United 
States coast and geodetic survey, gave a dinner 
last night in the private dining room of the Cosmos 
Club in honor of the Governor of Alaska, J.F.A. 
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Strong. 
With the coffee and cigars, Dr. Jones invited his 

guests on a stereopticon journey through Alaska, 
upon which were seen the fields of luxuriant 
vegetation, the fishing grounds, the mines, the 
forests, the waterfalls, the glaciers, snow-capped 
mountains, the cities, the canneries, the harbors 
and other features of that vast undeveloped 
territory.  The coast line of Alaska, it was stated, 
measures more than the distance around the earth, 
or 26,000 miles, of which about 10 per cent is 
charted so as to be entirely safe for seagoing 
vessels. 

Those present were Secretary Redfield of the 
Department of Commerce, Senator Chamberlain, 
Senator Jones, Senator Johnson, Senator 
Poindexter, Senator Pittman, Representative Kahn, 
Representative Houston, Representative 
Alexander, Delegate Wickersham of Alaska, 
Commissioner Parry, Assistant Secretary Mather of 
the Interior Department, Hugh M. Smith, 
commissioner of fisheries; Dr. Jones, Capt. Robert 
Lee Faris, Frank M. Warren, John O. LaGorce, 
John B. Smallwood, Capt. J.J. Reynolds, Ashmun 
N. Brown and H.C. Strong. 
 

Diary 26, 1916 
May 2-3 

May 2. 
Hearing today before Com. on Ter. on Alaska 
Fisheries bill: Gov. Strong appeared & stood by my 
usual stand on such bills fairly. 

May 3. 
Hearing today before Senate Com on Public Lands 
on Alaska Homestead bill - got a favorable report, 
and a sarcastic scolding from Senator Smoot 
because of defeat of the bill for revision of U.S. 
Min. Laws - by appt. of Commission etc. 
Referring to fight I made before Com. on Mines & 
Mining.  All Right!  I beat the bill anyway - and now 
got the Hd. bill approved - right in both. 
 

Diary 26, 1916 
May 3-4 

3 
Gov. & Mrs. Strong leave for the West tonight.  
They have examined my library & promised to give 
me a large number of Alaska newspapers to full up 

my list!  Called & bid Mrs. Strong adieu. 
-May  4th – 

Appeared before Com. on Appro, this morning and 
objected to new items of appropriation for the 
Bureau of Fisheries - stated my objections quite 
fully etc. but feel that it will do no good.  After 
finished there I went to the Com. on Public lands to 
favor Bill to create the Mt. McKinley National Park.  
Objected then to an amendment offered by the 
Interior Department - in vain. 
 

Diary 26, 1916 
May 5 

May 5th  
Here is the situation between me & Mr. 
Shackleford -in poetry: 
 
[clipping] 

Said Wick to Shack 
Will you walk into my parlor, said Shackleford to 

Wick, and 
you may be the Delegate while I’m the “big stick.”  

The way 
into my parlor is up a combination stair, and I’ve 

many political 
suckers to show you when you’re there. 

Thank your, replied the old Wick  
fly, I’d rather be politically free.   

I’ve heard what’s in your damned  
old parlor & do not wish to see. 

 
Took my petition - copy - filed before the Interstate 
Commerce Commission in re Alaska Railroad 
Rates over to Senator Norris.  When he reads & 
understand he will call on the Clerk or Secretary of 
the I.C.C. & express his great interest in the matter 
– maybe they will then move - if they do not do it 
sooner! 
 

Diary 26, 1916 
May 5 

5 
The Mt McKinley Park bill was up before the 
Committee on Territories of the Senate & I 
happened by & objected to the amendment 
proposed by the Secretary of the Interior providing 
that before miners have any rights to kill game they 
must get license etc. from him. 
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Also Chairman Edes & Town Site Com. 
Christiansen, of the Alaska Ry. Com. were waiting 
to put over the bill giving the President power to 
make rules & regulations to control “Police, 
Sanitary & Quarantine Powers,” along the line of 
the U.S. Ry. & in town etc. during the period of 
U.S. building & operating same.  I interposed an 
objection & the matter went over till notice to me of 
hearing. 
 

Diary 26, 1916 
May 6-7 

-6th – 
It was a full day in the House! 
“Uncle Joe” Cannon is 80 years tomorrow & his 
friends made it the occasion of felicitations & happy 
speeches. 
Gen. Sherwood, of Ohio & Uncle Joe entered 
Congress together 40 years ago - Speeches by 
Rodenberg of Ill, Speaker Clark, Gen. Sherwood, 
Gillette of Mass, Kitchen of N. Carolina - it was an 
hour of happiness - and yet sorrow - hail & 
farewell. 

-7th – 
Sunday - a rainy morning.  Mail heavy - & office 
work growing burdensome. 
 

Diary 26, 1916 
May 8 

May 8th  
First thing this morning I stared to Lowdermilks 
Book Store - but met the Barnum & Bailey Circus 
parade & with at least 10,000 young Negroes.  I 
stood on the sidewalk & watched the bands, the 
pretty angels on horseback, the cages, lions, 
tigers, the clowns, horses, elephants & calliope go 
by & My, but it was fun! 
Then I went on to Lowdermilks Old Book Store - 
am making up the set of the Proceedings of the 
National Conventions -Democratic & Republican! 
from the date Alaska delegates first appeared 
therein. 
 

Diary 26, 1916 
May 8 

8 
Also went to the War Department & consulted the 
Chief of Engineers - Genl Black & Col. Taylor 
about the Nome harbor report - they told me what 
to try to do. 

Had another consultation with Congressman 
Wood, of Iowa, Chairman of the Republican 
Congressional Committee about the Seward Rep. 
Con. & the failure to nominate me because I refu-
sed to agree in writing to permit Murane to have 
the sole power of naming Alaskan officials - if the 
next Administration is Republican.  Woods 
declares that if that fact were generally known it 
would renew the political suspicion that prevailed in 
the Taft administration 

Diary 26, 1916 
May 8 

8 
on Alaskan matters & would greatly injure the Rep- 
party. 
I asked Woods to consider the propriety of taking 
up the political muddle in Alaska and straightening 
out. - he thinks well of the suggestion. 
I received a letter today from Ed. Russell - my 
Juneau newspaper manager - he is piqued 
because I did not answer his telegrams - but, I told 
him that I was advised by the leader of the 
Republican organization in Congress (Wood) not to 
answer & told him what W- said of it as a piece of 
bad politics. 
Am sure Russell’s letter was written by Shackleford 
& my letter was written on that basis - discreetly.  
 

Diary 26, 1916 
May 9 

-9th – 
Hearing this morning before the Com. on Ter. on 
the Departments bill to give the President power to 
make rules and regulations in control of quarantine 
& sanitary affairs along the line of the Alaska 
Government Ry. - I opposed the bill - assisted by 
Davenport, Ogilvie, Johnson - finally its supporters 
referred it to a sub-committee of 3 - Hamlin, 
Davenport & Dowell. 

-10- 
Worked in office, correspondence etc.  Nothing of 
much interest. 
 

Diary 26, 1916 
May 11-12 

-11th – 
Conference with Leader Kitchen, relating to the 
proposed amendment to the revenue bill to exclude 
Alaska fish from the U.S. except what is shipped 
from an American Port -this to cut off bringing it via 
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Prince Rupert, B.C. over the Grand Trunk Ry. 
Went to game of Baseball between Washington & 
St Louis -Wash - won: first game I’ve seen in 5 
years. 

-12- 
Long contest today before the Senate Com. on 
Ter. on the matter of so amending the Alaska Ry. 
bill as to give the Pres. unlimited power to make 
rules & regulations in re Quarantine  
 

Diary 26, 1916 
May 12 

12 
Quarantine & Sanitary Protection along the line of 
the Alaska Railroad.  I opposed the grant of power 
vigorously - but the unanimous vote of the 
members present, Senators Pittman, Nelson, 
Jones, Lippett & Harding were against me!  The 
hearings are to be printed & I refer to them for 
vindication - at least to show that I did the best I 
could. 

Lunch with Joslin & McKenzie - nothing new 
about the Clearly Creek matter - Joslin is going to 
New York soon and may learn something there - 
Chas. A. Selden N.Y. Times in office tonight 
gathering date for Mt McKinley story. 
 

Diary 26, 1916 
May 13 

-13th – 
Yesterday, Mrs. Hadley & Mrs. Johnson, wives of 
the Congressmen from the State of Wash- invited 
Mrs. Wickersham & me to a dinner last evening at 
the private dining room of our Hotel.  It was a 
“Salmon Dinner” furnished by Reynolds & Warren, 
the Portland & Seattle lobbyists for the Fish Trust.  
Mrs. W. told me when I came home for lunch - and 
I told her I would not go and to decline the 
invitation which she did.  Of course it was very 
embarrassing - to Mrs. W. & to the other ladies - 
but I would not accept & did not go.  They have 
their nerve to ask me! 
 

Diary 26, 1916 
May 14 

-14th – 
Sunday.  Dr. Boyle came over from Philadelphia 
today & spent the day with me.  We went over the 
political situation in Alaska fully. I showed him the 
letters & telegrams which passed between me and 

Ed. Russell, Shackleford, Thisted & the others who 
had a close and intimate relation to the Seward 
Republican Convention on April 19, & the demand 
made on me to pledge the patronage – 
appointments to public office in Alaska made a 
Republican President - as the price of my 
nomination as the Republican nominee for 
Delegate to Congress in that Convention. 
We talked over the details of the matter  
 

Diary 26, 1916 
May 14 

14 
and he goes back to Alaska on Thursday fully 
informed.  I have asked him to stop off in Alaska at 
the various places as he goes home & sound out 
the temper of my friends and opponents & to 
advise me of the popular feeling.  He has promised 
to do so. 

Darrell came over also, and spent the day with 
us.  We all had an automobile ride through the 
parks. 
Tonight Capt. Reynolds, representing the Alaska 
cannery interests came in to consult about the 
Fishery’s bills - he now offers to assist me in 
securing Alaskan control -but with four years of 
control under the Act of Congress -after which the 
Ter. Legis. may control. 
 

Diary 26, 1916 
May 15 

-15th – 
Jim Duke, of Nenana, came in the office Friday - 
he had come on from Seattle, to consult me about 
the threat of Riggs & the Govt. Ry. officials to throw 
him off this fid. there & to use it as terminal, without 
compensating him for either his improvements or 
Hd. right thus lost. 

On Saturday I advised him to go home - stay on 
his land - sign no papers & if they sought to eject 
him to go to Fairbanks and employ Heilig as his 
Attorney - told him I could not act for him - my duty 
as Delegate prevented to employ Heilig. 
 

Diary 26, 1916 
May 15-16 

15 
Sent photos (1) of Mt McKinley (2) of myself, (3) of 
Sidney Lawrences graphic map of Prince William 
Sound & So. Alaska, showing proposed Ry. routes 
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from the coast to Fairbanks, to Charles A. Selden, 
Magazine Dep’t. N.Y. Times, for his use in 
preparing a story about the Mountain. - Asked him 
to return them when done. 

-May 16th – 
Hearing today before Com. on Ter.  It was entirely 
informal, but Judge Houston tried to get the bill 
introduced by him to give the President unlimited 
power to make rules & regulations relating to 
Quarantine and Sanitation along Alaska Ry.  
favorably reported, but there was  
 

Diary 26, 1916 
May 16 

16 
much opposition from Johnson and Davenport, 
both of whom take my view, & the matter went over 
for a week until the Hearings before the Senate 
Com. can be printed.  I corrected proofs on the 
Hearings today. 

The Com. on Pub. Lands discussed the Mt 
McKinley Park bill, & rather concluded to postpone 
its consideration till next session.  Rakers Mt 
Lassen National Park bill has precedence & the 
Com. seems to think they must help his bill through 
first. 

There will be a meeting of the Sub. Com. Com. 
on Ter. in my office Friday evening at 8. & to report 
on my bill to transfer the “Alaska Fund” to the Ter. 
 

Diary 26, 1916 
May 17 

-May 17th – 
This forenoon Mr. Elder, one of the employees or 
attorneys of and in the offices of the Interstate 
Commerce Commission telephoned to me to come 
and see him about the matter of the complaint I 
delivered there for filing with the Commission on 
April 10th. 
When I came to his office he said the members of 
the Commission had considered the complaint and 
declined to enter upon the investigation of the 
matters therein alleged under the power of 
independent investigation; that if I desired the 
complaint would be filed & time & place fixed for 
me to appear  
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May 17 as a private complainant and take testimony etc.  
He then took me in to see a Mr. Stratton who 
repeated much of the same matter, and suggested 
that I could introduce a Resolution in Congress 
authorizing and directing the Commission to make 
the investigation etc. 
Then delivered me the complaint, map, exhibits & 
my letter of April 20th & I brought the whole record 
away with me.  I shall now consult with Senator 
Norris, Judge Houston & others & determine what 
course must be taken in the matter - for it must go 
on to a conclusion. 
 

Diary 26, 1916 
May  18 

-18th – 
Edes, Ch, Alaska Eng. Com. in Charge Alaska Ry. 
came to see me & to ask me to withdraw my 
opposition to the bill giving his board more power - 
to make rules & regulations over Quarantine & 
Sanitation – nothing concluded. 
Saw Woods, of Iowa, Ch. Rep. Cong. Com. who 
agreed to write letter as of date when (April 19) he 
advised me not to accept nomination of 
Shackleford Seward Convention stating the same 
in writing. 
Saw him to tell him Shack, was forming coalition 
with the Democrats - they to support Schofield, & 
the Rep. Shack, organization to support the 
Democratic nominee for Delegate!! 
 

Diary 26, 1916 
May 19 

-19th – 
Joslin back from New York. He and Mckenzie got a 
resolution through the Com. on Ter. today urging 
the President to build the spur of railroad from Mile 
39 on the copper Riv. & N.W. Ry. to the Bering 
River coal field!! 

That may be a scheme to prevent the completion 
of the Seward road to Fairbanks - only to 
Matanuska. 
Joslin came to see me & persisted in talking 
“politics” to me.  He very earnestly put the inquiry- 
would I accept the Rep. nomination from the Com. 
of Four - if the obnoxious plank in the platform was 
withdrawn? 
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Diary 26, 1916 
May 19 

19 
I evaded a definite answer and suggested that 
nothing could be done until after the Dem. 
Convention at Juneau next week.  I told him of 
Shackleford’s scheme of coalition with the 
Democrats - but he said the Democrats would not 
do that - that they would not combine with 
Shackleford - etc.  From Joslin interest I judge he 
has talked to Birch in New York. 

Joslin also told me Birch is to be married to a 
Miss Ryan of Minneapolis!  Good for Steve!   I  
congratulate him & wish him happiness. 
 

Diary 26, 1916 
May 20 

-20th – 
Mckenzie & Joslin persuaded the Senate Com. on 
Ter. to adopt a Resolution favoring the immediate 
building of a branch line of railroad from the 
Copper Riv. & N.W. at mile 39 to the Bering River 
coal fields: the Com. sent a copy of the Resolution 
to Secretary Lane with a request that he give them 
his views on the proposition. 
I received a telegram this morning from Harry 
Thisted, Cordova, as follows:   
 Cordova, Alaska, May 18, 1916 
James Wickersham, Washington, D.C. 
Consider it absolutely necessary hold Progressive 
Republican Convention.   
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May 20 

20 
Indications are Valentine will not call it unless 
personally requested by our friends here will do 
anything your interests..  Wire Valentine making his 
request follow by letter advise us at once. We 
consider the time short and this most important. 

Harry Thisted.” 
Think it bad politics for me to push this matter. 
Valentine will not to do it - probably - and the affect 
on my part will expose me to criticism etc.  Will 
send him a reply saying that I have already written 
Valentine fully on the subject and he has not acted 
- my friends must act - for I will not. 
 

Diary 26, 1916 
May 20-21 

20 
Sent Thisted the following telegram  

 Washington, D.C., May 20, 1916 
Harry Thisted, Cordova, Alaska. 
Have written Valentine fully on that matter several 
times and suggested course you propose but he 
does not act.  Am writing you fully.  Wait till after 
Democratic Territorial Convention before any 
further action. 

James Wickersham 
-May 21st – 

Judge Houston, of Tennessee, Ch. of Com. on Ter. 
went to see Sec. Lane about transportation rates in 
Alaska -Lane & he discussed me & I fear agreed 
that I was 
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May 21 

21 
trying to gain political capital by filing my petition 
before the Interstate Commerce Com. etc.  
Houston will go to see the Commission this week & 
I will go to see Senator Norris tomorrow about the 
same matter. 
I think I am justified in playing politics so far as to 
get any fair advantage from an 8 years effort to 
better transportation conditions in Alaska. 
Have just finished the preparation of an optimistic 
statement in support of my statehood bill. 
Beautiful day - out riding with Debbie.  Quails, 
robins, mocking birds, etc. 
 

Diary 26, 1916 
May 22 

-22nd- 
Consultation today with Senator Norris about 
Transportation situation in Alaska. 
Judge Houston will see the Chairman of the 
Interstate Commerce Commission today or 
tomorrow & then we will act -unitedly. 
I have urged making such a statement to Sec. of 
Interior Lane as will get him interested & persuade 
him to act -that would put the Wilson Administration 
behind the movement & give it force. 
Letter from Dan Sutherland today - he complains of 
my long silence - thinks it affect my standing etc.  
Wrote him fully & sent him copies of telegrams etc. 
with Russell & Shack etc. Seward con. 
 

Diary 26, 1916 -23rd- 
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May 23-24 Senator Jones and I appeared before the Board of 
Engineers for Rivers & Harbors, today in support of 
the project to improve the Nome Harbor. 
Capt. Shornback, had examined the conditions 
there and last summer made preliminary report 
upon the authority contained in the last Rev. & Har. 
bill in which I got an item for the survey. 
We made the best showing we could and urged a 
final survey and detailed report.  The talk was 
hopeful - at least on our part.  Sent telegram to 
Nome encouraging. 

24th – 
Just working in office - correspondence. George is 
copying Address on Statehood. 
 

Diary 26, 1916 
May 25 

-25- 
Hearing today before the Com on Merchant Marine 
& Fisheries on H.R. 9528.  Alexander bill, Alaska 
Fisheries etc. 

Judge Houston & I appeared before the Com. to 
object to the jurisdiction and I am presenting a long 
argument in favor of having all Alaska bills heard 
before the Com. on Ter. where they belong. 
The Com. ruled against us, & kept jurisdiction of 
the Alaska Fisheries Bills! 
This utterly wrecks the matter of securing 
legislation for Alaska - and I am seriously  
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May 25 

25 
disappointed.  It gives the opposition - the Bureau 
of Fisheries and the representatives of the Fish 
Trust a great advantage, and may result in great 
injury to Alaska and her interests. 

Secretary of Commerce, Redfield, and his whole 
force of officials with the attorneys and lobbyists of 
the Fish Trust are now pushing their hearing before 
the Com. aided by Congressmen Hadley & Curry - 
(of Wash. & California, where the big fishing 
interests have their headquarters) & I am at a great 
disadvantage. 
I’ll just grin & fight ‘em. 
 

Diary 26, 1916 
May 26-28 

-26th – 
Eddie Suter and Maude –  

Mr. & Mrs. Edward Suter, of Fairbanks came to 
town yesterday & are at our hotel.  They & Mrs. W- 
are visiting around today. Nothing much in the 
office except answering correspondence. 

-27th – 
As usual in office.  Mr. & Mrs. Merritt, of Webster, 
Mass, the father & mother of Howard Merritt of 
Fairbanks, are at our hotel & they & the Suters & 
Mrs. W. are having a fine Alaska visit. 

-28- 
The crowed out joy riding but I am the office at 
work - Joslin is  
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May 28 

28 
here from New York en route to Seattle.  He tells 
me Birch & the crowd in New York want me to 
stand for reelection in Alaska.  I told him I was 
inclined to let the matter drift and that I might not 
be a candidate etc. 

-29th – 
Nothing new in the office.  George and Mr. 
Morrison work daily on the bibliography of Alaska, 
but it is a Herculean job and seems never to end.  I 
assist them constantly by advice and suggestion 
rather than otherwise - but the work goes on 
steadily.  Am anxious to get it ready for the printer 
this summer.   
 

Diary 26, 1916 
May 30 

May 30th – 
Memorial Day - but I staid in the office and worked. 
Recd, this telegram today from Ed. C. Russell  

Juneau, Alaska, May 29th 
James Wickersham, Delegate etc. 
Thane and myself conferred with Coppernoll of 
Seward who will reach Chicago during convention 
and attempt secure meeting Mann, yourself, 
Shackleford, and me (the) National Republican 
Committee man.  Hope some settlement looking 
your nomination, four divisions Republican 
convention July, generally agreed situation 
demands energetic compromise account solid front 
Democratic ticket which  
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May 30 threatens Republican defeat all over Territory 
November.  Coppernoll understands position all, 
was at Seward during Convention, Thane wiring 
Shackleford.   Ed. C. Russell. 
Looks as though they are getting afraid that they 
cannot carry the load & they now want me to come 
to the front & tote the burden.  Also received the 
following from Skagway:  

Skagway, Alaska, May 29, 1916. 
Hon James Wickersham, Wash. D.C. 
Democratic convention controlled by Erwin for N.C. 
and Donohue for Guggenheims.  Alaska’s only 
chance is independent convention to nominate full 
ticket. 
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May 30 

30 
Democrats and Republicans disgusted with both 
conventions Valentine will call independent 
convention if you request. You are needed more 
than in nineteen and eight.  Let me know v/here 
you stand.  Something must be done. 

L.S. Keller. 
I took both these telegrams to Woods Ch. of the 
Republican Congressional Com. & he advised me 
to hold off any action until after Nat. Conventions - 
that he would see what could be done there to 
straighten out the snarl.  He thinks Territorial 
Platform a mistake & denounces it & the 
Shackleford’s for the mistake. 
 (over) 
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May 30 

30 
On his advice I sent Keller this telegram: 
L.S. Keller, Skagway, Alaska. 
Think advisable take no action until after both 
rational conventions adjourn.  Have put Alaska 
record before Republican Congressional 
Committee for consideration.  Letter this date 
coming. 

James Wickersham 
Russell & the Shackleford fellows who want to 
elect a Republican Legislature in Alaska are now 
worried - they find it is easier to job a convention 
than to carry an election & want my help. 

Well we’ll see. 
 

Diary 26, 1916 
May 31 – 
June 1 

-31st – 
Working in office - nothing important 
 

June 1st 
We left the Congress Hall Hotel today & moved to 
200 East Capitol St. 
Will stay there for the summer. 
Recd, this telegram today: 

Seattle Wn. May 31, 1916. 
Hon James Wickersham, Wash. D.C. 
Desire of your Alaska friends particularly Thane 
and Russell that you attend Chicago convention 
and arrange through Mann and now Chairman 
National Committee your nomination through 
district conventions. If you attend convention wire 
me Reno, Nev. Journal Bldg. and I will meet you 
Chicago concerning interview with Russell - Thane. 

Wm. D. Coppernoll. 
Gave copy of the above telegram to Woods, Ch. 
Rep. Cong. Com. but I will not go to Chicago – 
 (over) 
 

Diary 26, 1916 
June 1-2 

1 
Had a long days hearings before Com. on 
Merchant Marine & Fisheries on the Alaska 
Fisheries Bill - the Chairman, Alexander of Mo. is 
very unfriendly to me.  The fish trust lobby is there 
in full force & seemingly in command. 

-2nd – 
Interview with Chairman of Interstate Commerce 
Commission today about Alaska rates, railroads, 
etc.  They are forcing me to rewrite my complaint & 
leave out all statements of fact etc. & then promise 
to order a hearing - the whole burden is to be put 
on me - but I will assume it. 
 

Diary 26, 1916 
June 2 

2 
Have rewritten my complaint in the case of 
Samson Hd. Co. & James Wickersham vs. 
Kennecott Copper Co. Copper river & N.W. Ry. Co. 
Alaska S.S. Co. White Pass & Yukon route, 
Northern Commercial Co. N.N. Co. et. al. & will file 
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it on Monday & start on the fight as suggested by 
the officials of the Interstate Commerce 
Commission.  I am satisfied now that it is being 
presented in better shape that I had it in the first 
place – & complete.   
Recd, telegram today as follows: 

“New York, June 2, 1916.” 
Hon James Wickersham, Wash. D.C. 
If correspondents call on you about fisheries tell 
them what you told  
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June 2 

2 
us yesterday.  We may be able to reach some of 
them. W.B. Greeley. 
Yesterday Greely, Burnham, & two other members 
of the Boone & Crocket Club, called on me about 
the Mt. McKinley Park bill & they took lunch with 
me.  I gave each of them a copy of the Alexander 
Bill, H.R. 9528, & told them what it meant, etc. and 
as they are all members of the Pinchot 
Conservation school they were greatly interested & 
promised to assist me in fighting the bill -hence the 
telegram I really need help - though think I can 
defeat it anyway - but the offer of help sounds good 
to me. 
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June 3-4 

-3rd- 
Hearings before the Com. on Mer. Mar & Fisheries 
today - the Bureau of Fisheries & the lobby finished 
their testimony & Ch. Alexander tried to force me to 
close - not giving me time - When I said it would 
take me four hours to answer the arguments which 
other side has been four days in putting in - he 
rather intimated it was too long – He tried then to 
force me on Monday - but finally I got till 
Wednesday morning at 10. a.m. 

4th . 
Studying facts en Fishery Hearings - am forced to 
presentation on Wednesday morning with my 
memos on full charge of the jury - & on the jury. 
 

Diary 26, 1916 
June 5 

-5th – 
Senate has passed my Alaska Hd. Bill to give an 
additional Hd. location in Alaska to those who have 

had one in the States.  Am busy working up 
Fisheries Case. 
Called on Slattery, Sec. Nat. Conservation Assoc. 
& explained situation - he will be at meeting of the 
Com. on Mer. Marine & Fisheries on Wednesday to 
back me up - & will ask newspaper men to be 
present also.  Alexander Curry & Hadley are 
prejudicing the Com. against my contentions - 
Lobby is brazen & happy. 
 

Diary 26, 1916 
June 6-7 

-6th – 
Telegraphed over to N.Y. and asked Frank Aldrich, 
Senator Territorial Legislature to come over for 
hearing tomorrow - answer & he would.  Long talk 
today with Judge Hardy of Texas, - he promises 
me a fair hearing and time to make it - that’s all I  
want. 

-7th – 
All day - all forenoon - Hearings before Com. on 
Merchant Marine & Fisheries on Alaska Fisheries 
Bill - H.R. 9528 -they have given me a better 
hearing than I expected they would though Slattery 
 

Diary 26, 1916 
June 7 

7 
Alexander, Chairman, is crobbed & ugly but I go 
ahead & pay no attention.  I am trying to 
demonstrate that the bill will create a Monopoly etc. 
Mrs. Wickersham & I attended the wedding of 
Agnes, the daughter of Judge & Mrs. Shackleford, 
of Missouri - at the Catholic Church & Reception at 
the Congressional Club - Mrs. Wickersham Gave 
them the very large Cake, which Titus of the N.P. 
Ry. Dining Car Service made for me & which was 
presented at the dinner at the Arctic Club in Seattle 
last fall!! 
Mrs. Wickersham had it “wet” with wine & nicely 
“iced” & it was fine - everybody wanted a piece of 
the Alaska Cake - It was a fine wedding. 
 

Diary 26, 1916 
June 8 

-8th – 
All day before Com. on Merchant Marine & 
Fisheries.  Made pretty full statement & am 
satisfied with my effort to get the facts presented -
but I fear the Com. will be swayed by the Depy. of 
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Commerce & the Bureau of Fisheries. 
The bill I am opposing has the full active support of 
the Wilson Administration & that is potent - 
Frank A. Aldrich, of Nome, Senator in Alaska 
Legislature appeared - just enough to tell them how 
he did it when he gets home.  See the Printed 
Hearings of this date. 
 

Diary 26, 1916 
June 9 

-9th – 
[clipping] 

FEARS ALASKAN FISH TRUST. 
Wickersham Argues Against Bill for 

Granting Exclusive Rights. 
The “fisheries trust,” and not the people would 

control the fisheries if the Alexander bill for the 
control and regulation of Alaska fisheries is 
passed, Delegate Wickersham, of Alaska, informed 
the House merchant and fisheries committee. 

“The bill would give the trust control of all the 
salmon trap sites Mr. Wickersham declared.  
“Anticipating the passage of the bill the ‘fish trust’ 
has surveyed all sites and is ready to gobble them 
up.” 

In answer to Representative Green of 
Massachusetts, Mr. Wickersham said he expected 
shortly to lay before the committee complete 
evidence of the indictment of the Alaska fish trust 
for violation of the antitrust laws. 

The Alexander bill would provide licenses for 
fishing companies, gaining exclusive rights for 
fishing when surveys of trap sites are filed. 

 
The Republican National Convention at Chicago is 
engaged today in trying to nominate a candidate 
for President.  The Progressive National 
Convention in the same city in another hall is trying 
to create harmony, union etc.  The latter is offering 
to compromise with the former and as a 
compromise agrees to take Teddy T.R. Roosevelt, 
or the “Col.” - but it looks like it will be Hughes of 
New York. 
 

Diary 26, 1916 
June 10 

-10th, 1916- 
Chicago Convention today nominated Hughes and 

Fairbanks. I sent Mr. Fairbanks this telegram: 
 “Washington, D.C. June 10, 1916. 
“Hon Charles Warren Fairbanks, 
“ Indianapolis, Indiana 
“Alaska’s congratulations on  
“Hughes and Fairbanks. 
“You must accept for your 
“country needs you again. 
 James Wickersham . 
I intend to support them and do what I can to assist 
in the election.  The Progressives have no case 
left. 
 

Diary 26, 1916 
June 11 

-11th – 
Debbie went over to Philadelphia yesterday for a 
days visit with Darrell.  Hughes & Fairbanks were 
nominated by the Nat. Republican Convention & 
Roosevelt in the Progressive Convention - but 
Roosevelt declines & thus the two great wings of 
the party are once more united! I hope! 
Am correcting copy of my statements in the Fishery 
Hearings before the Com. on Merchant Marine & 
Fisheries. 
Frank Aldrich & I drew a plank for Territorial Govt. 
for introduction in Nat. Dem. Platform at St. Louis.  
He is a Delegate from Alaska. 
 

Diary 26, 1916 
June 12 

-12- 
Debbie is back from her visit with Darrell at 
Philadelphia. Saturday they ran out in his 
automobile from Philadelphia to York, where they 
put up for the night - Sunday they explored the 
Gettysburg battle field - & thence back to York, 
where she took the train & came home while he 
ran on back to the Navy Yard at Philadelphia.  She 
is much pleased & had a fine trip. 

Finished correcting my evidence in the Fisheries 
Hearings. 
Working as usual in office, writing - dictating letters 
to George, etc. 
 

Diary 26, 1916 
June 13 

13th  
On the 7th - recd on the 8th - the Chairman of he 
Interstate Commerce Commission wrote me a 
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letter asking for additional copies of my complaint 
in the case of the Samson Hd. Co v Pacific & Arctic 
Ry & Nav. Co. et. al.  for service on the 
defendants.  In the letter, also, he informed me that 

“The Commission in conference Monday decided 
to enter into an investigation of the transportation 
of passengers and property in Alaska on its own 
motion.” 
In view of this determination I have just written to 
the Commission approving their action and staying 
my own  
 

Diary 26, 1916 
June 13 

13 
case.  I also offer them any & all assistance in my 
power. 
On June 10, Frank Aldrich of Nome, Delegate to 
Demo. Nat. Con. was in my office discussing the 
Fisheries bill which I am opposing & which is now 
pending before the House Com. on Mer. Marine & 
Fisheries.  I suggested a plank in the Demo. Nat. 
platform to cover the situation & “he asked me to 
draw it saying he would try & get it adopted. 
I drew it - by taking for its first phrase one used by 
Pres. Wilson in his message to Congress in 1913; 
the second from the recent platform of the 
 

Diary 26, 1916 
June 13 

13 
Alaska Democratic Territorial Convention, and the 
third from the Demo. Baltimore Platform of 1912.  
By combining these three phrases we got a 
declaration like this: 

“We demand that the people of Alaska should be 
given the full territorial form of government: that the 
representatives of the people of Alaska are best 
qualified to enact laws to protect and reserve their 
game and fish and this power should be extended 
to the Alaska Legislature: and we believe that the 
officials appointed to administer the government of 
all our Territories and the  
[Written diagonally across the underlined portion 
Wickersham later wrote “was not adopted”] 
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June 13 

13 
District of Columbia should be qualified by previous 

bona fide residence and citizenship in the Territory 
for which they are appointed.” 

Frank thinks he can get this plank adopted and 
inserted in the Democratic National Platform! 
If he does, I drew it: if he fails the democrats have 
refused to adopt in St Louis what they adopted in 
Juneau!!  
Frank agreed that I might use the facts - freely in 
my political campaign in Alaska - he declares he 
will support me there - hence his agreement! 
 

Diary 26, 1916 
June 14 

-14th – 
Preparedness Parade - the people are trying to 
parade the country into war to show their 
patriotism!  The result - at any rate - will be 
enormous unnecessary Appropriations. 

Have just received the following:  
 Juneau, Alaska, June 13, 1916 

James Wickersham, Delegate to Congress, Wash. 
D.C. 
Result telegraphic appeal number friends from 
Alaska Shackleford – Murane leaving St Louis for 
Washington.  Willing compromise situation.  Result 
Chicago Convention and necessity combing 
several judicial divisions defeat democratic 
strength.  Legislation fight demands action.  Do not 
let personal  
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June 14 

14 
dislikes - old feuds stand in way.  Suggest Mann 
good man handle situation.  Ed. C. Russell.” 

It is quite evident the Shackleford crowd has 
concluded they cannot carry the Territorial election 
without assistance.  I assume the foregoing means 
that Murane & Shackleford will come here with a 
view to “compromise”, - which means to ask me to 
give them something they cannot get any other 
way - but I am anxious to get the Republican party 
in the Territory organized & I’ll hear what they say - 
& if I can assist without wrong I may aid in 
organization - but  
 

Diary 26, 1916 
June 14-15 

14 
only upon the basis, of my open letter to the 
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Delegates of the Republican Territorial Convention. 
Wm D. Wood, Ch. Rep. Congressional Com. did 

not see either Shackleford or Murane - or Gilmore, 
at Chicago.  He did see Coppernoll, of Seward, 
who is now in New York, and speaks well of him.  
Will only consult with S. & M. in presence of Wood. 
 

-15- 
Last hearing on Fisheries bill today before Com. on 
M.M. & Fisheries - record closed & think I’ve got 
‘em beaten - but you never can tell.  Josh Vance, 
of Fairbanks, here & had good visit with him. 
 

Diary 26, 1916 
June 16-17 

-16th – 
Nothing exciting - just working in office - am 
engaged at odd times in writing up my Mt McKinley 
journal - Wrote a letter of congratulations to Steve 
Birch. - He is to be married on the 27th even if he 
does fight me & I him, he is an Alaska Pioneer! 

-17th – 
Called & had long interview with Otto Barger, 2nd 
Asst. P.M. Genl. about transportation of mails in 
Alaska.  Got him very much interested in the matter 
of Combination & Monopoly of Transportation & 
tried to convince  
 

Diary 26, 1916 
June 17 

17 
him it cost his Department large sums of money 
etc.  He sent to the office this afternoon & got copy 
of my Complaints etc. filed with Interstate 
Commerce Com. & intends to study it & if he is 
convinced to submit it to the P.M. General & 
Attorney General.  Maybe so! 
Recd, telegram today as follows: 
 Juneau, Alaska, June 18, 1916 
James Wickersham, Wash. D.C. 
The school board and faculty of Juneau schools 
unreservedly recommends Simpson McKinnon, of 
Juneau, for nomination to Annapolis.  Born and 
raised in Juneau.  Fit physically and mentally- will 
be a credit to all. 

Juneau School Board 
Grover S. Winn, Pres. 

 

Diary 26, 1916 
June 18-20 

-18th – 
Recd, telegram from Gov. Strong recommending 
the nomination Simpson McKinnon, a Juneau boy, 
to Annapolis Naval Academy.  Beautiful day - I 
worked in my office all day writing out my Mt. 
McKinley trip, etc. 

-19th – 
Worked in Office. 
Coppernoll of Seward was in & talked politics.  He 
is my supporter. 

-20th – 
Coppernoll in again earnest - goes to West tonight.  
Offers Support. 
Am writing letters to Thane 
 

Diary 26, 1916 
June 20-21 

20 
and Bradley, of Juneau, asking them if they intend 
to support me, etc.  It is time for action. 
Com. on Ter. today reported favorably my bill 
transferring “Alaska Fund,” from U.S. Treasury to 
Territorial Treasury, but Curry (Cal), Johnson (Wm) 
and Guernsey (Me) voted “no”.  That means that 
no favorable action can be had at this Session. 

-21st – 
Working in office & attended the session most of 
the day - the Mil. Appro. Bill is on & I remained 
there in case of accident. 
 

Diary 26, 1916 
June 22 

-22nd – 
McKenzie tells me that Shackleford was in 
Washington yesterday, but went west last night. Mc 
says he talks agreeably - then why not act so?  My 
letters to Thane & others in Juneau will beat him 
there.  Mc also says Shackleford said he was for 
Thane for Governor!!  So thats the milk in the 
coconut! 
Well, maybe that will get a favorable rise out of him 
& a friendly letter in answer to mine of yesterday!  
Lets wait & see! 
Attended the session today - no Alaska items yet. 
 

Diary 26, 1916 
June 22 

22 
Have nominated Ellis Bernard Babcock, the son of 
Capt. Babcock , U.S.A., cadet to West Point. His 
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father, Capt. Walter Babcock, was Lt. under 
Abercrombie on the Valdez - Eagle Survey & 
Copper River Trail - in 1898 - 1901, - they lived at 
Valdez. 
Will also appoint Simpson McKinnon from Juneau, 
to Annapolis Naval Academy. 
 

Diary 26, 1916 
June 23 

-23rd- 
Congress today passed (the House) a joint 
Resolution providing for calling out the State militia 
for service on the Mexican border. - it looks like 
War! 
The House also passed the Sundry Civil Appro. Bill 
carrying the Alaska Ry. appropriation of 
$6,250,000.00 
No objection to the item, though Mr. M. Madden, of 
Chicago, talked & tried to find something to object 
to, but he did not.  Sent telegrams to Seward & 
Anchorage announcing the fact. 
A fight between Mexican troops and ours in Mexico 
two days ago, but no particulars yet. 
 

Diary 26, 1916 
June 24-25 

-24th – 
Spent the day in the House - the Sundry Civil 
Appro, bill is being considered with many Alaskan 
items and I remained in attendance to watch the 
proceedings - no opposition to the Alaska items & 
every one passed without question.  Sent 
telegrams to Seward & Anchorage announcing the 
passage of the Alaska Ry. appropriation. 

-25th – Sunday- 
Am in receipt of letters from Dan Sutherland, Dan 
Driscoll & other friends from the interior.  They 
advise me to run again,  
 

Diary 26, 1916 
June 25 

25 
and they and all the newspapers seem to assume I 
will & that I will again be elected.  They say the 
Fairbanks country is all right, but advise me to look 
after Nome & Juneau. 
Yesterday I finished writing letters to Cobb, 
Valentine & others at Juneau about politics - laying 
carefully the plans for my campaign. 
Have also just recently written fully to Bradley, of 

the Treadwell & Thane of the Alaska-Gastineau - 
asking them frankly if they intend to support me - or 
Sulzer.  I think both will support me - but don’t 
know. 
 

Diary 26, 1916 
June 26 

-26th – 
Congress today finally passed my Hd. Bill, H.R. 
228, limiting Hd. in Alaska to 160 acres and giving 
every settler in Alaska a homestead 
notwithstanding he may have had one in the united 
states proper.  In my judgment it is a highly 
advantageous piece of legislation and will give 
every man in Alaska a home. 
Also passed the Military Appropriation Bill carrying 
$500,000 for Alaska wagon roads - I got that 
amount increased for $150,000 which was the 
estimate made  
 

Diary 26, 1916 
June 26 

26 
in the Book of Estimates by Col. Richardson.  I 
extended my remarks in the Record & put in a 
lengthy statement showing the means - letters & 
bills etc. by which I secured the increase, and to 
offset Richardson’s charge in Alaska that I am not 
favorable to his appropriations and work.  It is a full 
answer to his oft repeated charges, and I will have 
a great many copies printed and scattered to the 
voters in Alaska. 
I sent a telegram to the Mayors of Anchorage, 
Nome, Ruby,  
 

Diary 26, 1916 
June  26 

26 
Fairbanks, Valdes, and Juneau informing them of 
the passage of that appropriation, and of the 
railroad appropriation, of six and a quarter millions 
and also of my Hd. Bill giving an additional Hd. 
entry in Alaska, and reducing the area of Alaska 
Hds. to 160 acres. 
Also sent this telegram: 
 Washington D.C. June 26, 1916 
Henry T. Ray, Fairbanks, Alaska.  You are 
authorized file nomination papers for me for 
Delegate bearing signatures not less than two 
hundred fifty qualified voters.  Prepare three 

 32



Alaska State Library – Historical Collections         Diary of James Wickersham  
MS 107 BOX 4  DIARY 26  January 1, 1916 through July 22, 1916 

additional copies file with clerk  
 

Diary 26, 1916 
June 26-27 

26 
in accordance section eleven act Legislature 
Alaska April twenty seventh nineteen fifteen.  File 
Clerks office before August twentieth.  Consult 
Heilig. James Wickersham. 
This telegram probably commits me irrevocably as 
a candidate for Delegate - & I intend it to. 

-June 27th – 
Filed 16 copies of Amended Complaints with ICC 
today for service in case of Samson Hd. Co. v. 
White Pass & Yukon Route, et. al.  I intend to carry 
this case on earnestly &  
 

Diary 26, 1916 
June 27 

27 
will soon put a speech in the record.  Have just 
received this telegram: 
 Anchorage, Alaska, June 26, 1916. 
Hon. James Wickersham, Wash. D.C. 
Can arrange mass meeting here with two thousand 
voters present and demand Republicans of the 
whole Territory to call mass meetings every town 
for purpose nominating candidate for Congress. 
Of course this would mean you would make claim 
Territorial Committee attempting election Sulzer by 
their failure to nominate candidate.  Would plan to 
work under district Republican Committee and grab 
Convention Valdes seventeenth, 
Arthur frame, Ray  
 

Diary 26, 1916 
June 27 

27 
Wendler, Herron and myself consider what best to 
do advise your wishes. 
F.M. Boyle. 
To which I answered as follows: 
 Washington D.C. June 27, 1916 
Dr. F.M. Boyle, Care Charles E. Herron. 
 Anchorage, Alaska. 
My friends Fairbanks will file petition containing 
signatures two hundred fifty qualified electors 
under territorial law nominating me for Delegate.  
Heartily concur suggestion mass meetings 
endorsement at district conventions stated in your 

telegram. Go ahead.  Will come Alaska soon as 
Congress adjourns and make fight.  

James Wickersham. 
 

Diary 26, 1916 
June 28-30 

-28th – 
Wrote protest to Senator Martin Ch. Com. Appro. 
Senate against Nelson amendment providing funds 
to rebuild Harris cannery at Metlakatla 

-29th – 
Usual work in office. 
Sending Fishery Hearings to Alaska. 

-30th – 
Offered proofs in the “Armeria” & Saul Des 
Champs claims H.R. 17090 & 5900, before Sub-
Corn, of Com. on Claims, Thos. W. Miller of Del. - 
“Armeria” claim ok but other wants more proof. 
 

Diary 26, 1916 
July 1 

July 1st, 1916. 
[clipping] 

ALASKAN INQUIRY ORDERED. 
Railroads and Steamship Lines Ac- 

cused of Favoring Copper Co, 
The Interstate Commerce Commission yesterday 

ordered an investigation into the Alaskan railroad 
and steamship situation as a result of charges that 
the American Smelting and Refining Company and 
the Kennecott Copper Company have been able to 
monopolize and control the copper industry in the 
territory through railroad and steamship favoritism.  
Complaints against the carriers were signed by J. 
D. Wickersham and the Sampson Hardware 
Company. 

The inquiry is directed at all carriers except the 
government railroad, and is designed to determine 
whether the roads have been guilty of illegal 
practices. 

 
Have this morning received a Copy of an Order 
adopted by the Interstate Com. Com. on June 5th 
for a general investigation into transportation 
conditions in Alaska.  Copies came to me by 
registered mail, service of my complaint has been 
made on White Pass Co’s, Alaska S.S. Co., 
Copper Riv & N.W. Ry. Co., Pacific coast S.S. Co’s 
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& allied corporations including North. Com. Co. etc. 
 

Diary 26, 1916 
July 2-3 

July 2nd. 
Worked in the office today - Sunday - Am 
transcribing my Mt McKinley Notes of 1903, and 
arranging them in some fair shape hoping I can 
secure their publication next winter. 

July 3rd. 
Have just received another of my sister Nan’s 
threatening letter’s.  I can only think she must be 
insane, for there is nothing too bad for her to 
accuse me of it. 

- 4th - 
Worked in office & went out with Debbie in the 
automobile to see the fire works - they were fine. 
 

Diary 26, 1916 
July 5 

-5- 
Dictating letter & preparing notes etc.  Am now 
preparing two speeches - one on Transportation - 
the other Statehood - when I get them in the 
Record will have them separately printed as 
Speeches & send out through Alaska.  Politically I 
am patiently waiting to see what the Divisional 
Conventions - Republican will do - I suppose I 
ought to have made an announcement but I am 
rather incline to let the people act first - if they do 
not wish to support me it is a good thing to know it 
in advance! 
 

Diary 26, 1916 
July 6-7 

-6th – 
Working in office, as usual. 

-7th – 
Was called up to the Com. on Public Buildings 
today & Com. told me the Treasury Dept. had 
objected to my proposed appropriation for the 
public building at Juneau, by adding an amount to 
increase its size & cost for the use of the Territorial 
Legislature. 
The Com. suggested that if I could offer them any 
precedents they would like to have me do so - 
otherwise that part of the appro, must be denied. 
Later chairman Clark signed letter repeating the 
Com. Objections etc. 
 

Diary 26, 1916 
July 8 

-8th – 
Am engaged in gathering precedents to show that 
Congress has almost invariably appropriated 
money for building Territorial Capitals from Public 
U.S. Treasury. 
Went down to be Interstate Com. Com. today at 
request of the Sec. & talked with Messrs. Wilson & 
Kane, in charge of Alaska investigation etc.  I am 
not pleased with their views or their efforts. - it 
looks very much like fighting the Germans with a 
popgun - but think it will turn out better than that.  
Gave them all my evidences etc. to examine. 
 

Diary 26, 1916 
July 8-9 

8 
Judge Spence, the U.S. Dist. Atty. from Valdes 
was in the office today & among other things told 
me he and Sam Blum, had a personal encounter 
growing out of the “Tilicum Club” liquor cases - & 
he blacked Sam’s eye.  Am glad he did, for Sam 
needed it, and it will do that camp good. 

-9th – 
Sunday.  Have been in office engaged in finishing 
letter to Chairman of the House Com. on Public 
Bldgs. in re Juneau appropriation.  Think I will 
persuade the committee to allow it - also preparing 
letter political medicines for Juneau. 
 

Diary 26, 1916 
July 10-11 

-10th – 
Just working in my office. The Interstate 
Commerce Com. is working on the Alaska 
transportation case, but I am disappointed at their 
extreme inertia and the youthful and inexperienced 
agents. It does not look good to me. 

-11- 
As usual, Mr. Spencer, of Valdes, U.S. Dist. Atty. 
was . in today but nothing new.  Went down & had 
talk with the Atty. Genl. about complaint of the 
Civic League (Woman’s) at Fairbanks, who want 
the “restricted district” abolished. Got no result from 
the Atty Genl. 
 

Diary 26, 1916 
July 12 

-12th – 
Received the following telegram: 
 Anchorage, Alaska, July 11, 1916 
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James Wickersham, Wash. D.C. 
Anchorage Republican Club nominated you last 
night appointed committee arranged big mass 
meeting Thursday night all citizen purpose 
endorsement.  Also wired Republican Club over 
Territory asking their cooperation.  Wired all papers 
same effect.  Wired Sutherland - Valentine our 
action and expressed wish that it would meet with 
their approval.  

Charles E. Heron. 
To which I answered:  
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July 12 

12 
Washington D.C., July 12, 1916 
Charles E. Herron, 
 Anchorage, Alaska 
I shall value approval and support people 
Anchorage and pledge them my active support for 
appropriations and other legislation for prompt 
completion railroad and opening Matanuska coal 
fields on sufficiently large scale to supply public 
and United States Navy in Pacific with coal. 

James Wickersham 
Many letters from Alaska giving me assurances of 
support in the campaign.  Am getting some 
speeches ready for the Record & for distribution in 
Alaska. 
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July 13-15 

-13- 
As usual & also outlining ideas for speeches for 
“home consumption” 

-14th – 
Same as usual - Am notified by the Com. on Public 
Bldgs that the Com. is no satisfied & will allow my 
full appro- for the Juneau public building - very hot 
weather. 

-15- 
Alaska papers inform me that Sulzer is starting out 
on his campaign & is criticizing me as his principal 
argument.  Working on speeches - intend to flood 
Alaska with them. 
 

Diary 26, 1916 
July 16-17 

-16th, Sunday – 
Correcting speech on “Full Territorial Govt. for 

Alaska etc. 
-17th – 

Same as yesterday.  Had long talk with Senator 
Jones who told me he sent the letter written to him 
by Mr. Woods Chairman Rep. Cong. Com. urging 
Republicans in Alaska to support me & intimating 
that if Shackleford and his followers supported 
Sulzer they might have trouble to have their 
appointees to Alaskan offices confirmed: Jones 
sent the letter to Geo. Schofield & said he 
endorsed it & warned Schofield & his crowd not to 
go too far! 
 

Diary 26, 1916 
July 18 

-18th – 
Just received the following telegram:  
 Valdes, Alaska, July 17, 1916 
James Wickersham, M.C. Wash. D.C. 
Republican district convention nominated Arthur 
Frame, E.L. Bedell, Anchorage: J.H. Murry, 
McCarty, William Henry, Seward, representatives. 
George Dooley, Cordova, Senator - all 
Wickershamites - endorsed primary law by vote 
thirty four to twenty.  Endorsed Wickersham for 
Congress, Herron chairman convention.  
Everything harmonious except Finnegan,  Harvey 
Sullivan and White hard against. Chas. E. Herron. 
 

Diary 26, 1916 
July 19 

19 
I am growing more and more discouraged about 
my candidacy for Delegate.  Ed. Russell’s paper, 
the Dispatch, & Ed, too, have always supported 
me, but now both are fighting me & are evidently 
organizing the Treadwell & Alaska - Gastineau - 
Thane - & Bradley against me.  These forces, with 
Shackleford & his republican organization will of 
course, defeat me in that - the 1st division. There is 
no organization there for me & although I might be 
elected by  
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July 19 

19 
carrying the other divisions, still it is damned 
discouraging to fight both the Democratic & 
Republican organizations, joined to the big 
transportation & fishing trusts, etc.  I do not think I 
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ought to be required to do it year after year & pay 
all the expenses of political organization in Alaska 
out of my salary.  If I had to decide the matter 
tonight I should decline to run, but I shall not 
decide until after the date when Shackleford can 
nominate anyone, so if I do not run Sulzer will be 
elected by default. 
 

Diary 26, 1916 
July 20 

-July 20th – 
Have received an invitation to be present at the 
notification to Judge Hughes, of his nomination for 
President - the function to be held at Carnegie Hall, 
N.Y. July 31, in the evening - accept. 
Examined the pension record of my uncle Samuel 
(Sampson) Richard Wickersham, Co. E. 111th 
Illinois Infantry, in the Civil War - & application of 
his father James L. Wickersham for a pension as a 
dependent member of his family etc.  My 
grandfather in his letters in that record says his 
father - my Great Grandfather was in the 
Revolutionary War.  My Grand father was in the 
Black Hawk War, 1832, in Illinois - in Capt. 
Onstolts Co 
 

Diary 26, 1916 
July 21 

-21st – 
Am busy today preparing a speech for the Record 
& for distribution in & around Juneau on the 
Juneau Public Bldg. & the efforts I have made to 
secure appropriations for it. 

Also spent an hour or two in the pension office 
going over the record in the matter of the 
application of my grandfather, James L. 
Wickersham, for a pension as a member of the 
family of his son, Sampson Richard Wickersham, 
of C.F. Ill. Inf. Vols. who enlisted in 1862 and died 
at Paducah, Ky. In 1864.  They gave me a fine 
original letter written by my grandfather & photos of 
other records. 
 

Diary 26, 1916 
July 22 

-22nd – 
Finished my “Extension of Remarks,” in “Full 
Territorial Form of Government in Alaska,” and also 
on “Public Buildings in Alaska,” which I intend to 
have printed & distributed for political purposes in 

Alaska. 
I will also prepare another speech on 
“Transportation Conditions in Alaska,” for same 
use. 
Am also preparing my “Announcement,” Statement 
and platform - Since the Republican organization 
will not endorse me I just run independently & 
issue my own documents. 
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 [cover] 
Diary of 

James Wickersham, Alaska 
July 23rd, 1916 

- to – 
Mch 4th 1917 

Election of 1916. 
 

Wickersham Family 
Dec. 8th 

 Address to the People of Alaska 
More than 250 qualified electors in the Fairbanks 

district, where I reside, have signed and filed with 
the proper official a petition in accordance with the 
law, for my nomination ad a candidate for Delegate 
to Congress, from Alaska. 

Having concluded to yield to general demand 
from Alaskans to make the race I hereby announce 
the principles and purposes for which I shall stand 
in case of my election.  I shall stand for: 
  1.  The lawful control of transportation rates to, 
from, and in Alaska, and the reduction of present 
extortionate rates to reasonable standards; the 
prevention of rebates to favored shippers and of 
unlawful combinations in-restraint of trade.  
  2.  The enforcement of the Interstate Commerce 
and Anti-Trust laws in Alaskan trade, commerce 
and transportation.   
  3.  The prompt completion of the government 
railroad from Seward to Fairbanks, via the 
Matanuska and Nenana coal fields, and into the 
Iditarod; the extension of a system of public roads 
and trails and government telegraph lines to all 
parts of the Territory. 
  4.  The passage of laws by Congress for the 
extension of the powers of the Alaska Legislature 
over fisheries and fur bearing animals, and the 
enactment of such laws as will save the fisheries 
from destruction and encourage the settlement of a 
population of fishermen along our coasts; the 
enactment of such laws as will require those 
engaged in Alaskan fisheries to pay their just 
proportion of taxes for the development of Alaska 
and her government. 

  5.  The enactment of laws by Congress extending 
the powers of our Legislature so as to permit the 
full development of an American type of Territorial 
government in Alaska, with power to enable her 
citizens to protect their own & the public interest, 
and to increase the general prosperity without limit. 
  6.  Statehood for Alaska as soon as it can be 
organized in the interest and to the advantage of 
the people. 
  7.  The prevention of further extension and the 
repeal of the present bureaucratic form of 
government in Alaska, whereby bureau clerks in 
Washington really 
govern her people by the issuance of “rules and 
regulations” having the force of laws. 
  8.  The abandonment of the present useless and 
harmful forest and other reservations in Alaska, 
whereby great bodies of our lands are withdrawn 
from settlement and use by the people and form a 
basis of bureau control from Washington without 
rational excuse and to the great loss of the national 
treasury. 
  9.  Opposition to the levy of any tax on “trade or 
business in Alaska by Congress, and the repeal of 
the law now providing for such system, and the 
control of all taxation in Alaska by the Territorial 
Legislature. 
  10. The centralized control of all national admini-
stration activities in Alaska by a national 
administrative body, to the end that there may be 
one business head to such work instead of twenty 
or more. 
  11. The appointment of Alaska Alaskans, and 
none other, to appointive offices in Alaska; and I 
utterly repudiate that plank in the Seward platform 
seeking to take away from the people of Alaska 
their right to be consulted in the consideration of 
such appointments, and the sole power of naming 
such officials to a Seattle lawyer; it is un-American, 
un-Republican and the beginning of boss rule in 
Alaska by the great corporations able to employ 
the lawyer; I pledge the people of Alaska that if I 
am elected I will not recommend any man for an 
appointive office in Alaska who is not first approved 
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by the people of the Territory, and by those 
residing in the vicinity where he is to serve. 
  12. The enactment of primary election laws for the 
purpose of enabling the people by their votes to 
control their conventions and the nomination of 
their officials without the corrupt manipulation of 
political bosses. 
  13. Continued opposition to the efforts of 
interested copper companies to secure the 
passage of a bill in Congress for the appointment 
of a Commission to revise the United States 
mineral land laws in Alaska; their purpose is to take 
away from the Territorial Legislature of Alaska the 
power to later, amend or revise such laws in 
Alaska, and to disapprove and repeal all such laws 
heretofore passed by or Legislature and rob it of all 
power to legislate hereafter on that subject in 
Alaska.  It is a scheme to extend to all mineral 
lands in Alaska the principle of reservation and 
leasing by a government bureau in Washington, 
after the plan of the Alaska 

 coal leasing law, which was drawn by Secretary 
Lane, approved by Mr. Gifford Pinchot, introduced 
by Congressman Ferris, of Oklahoma, passed by a 
Democratic Congress and signed by President 
Wilson.  I shall oppose such reservation and 
leasing of placer and quartz mineral lands in 
Alaska, and favor the revision of such laws, when 
necessary, only by Congress or by the Alaska 
Legislature. 
  14. Finally, I shall support Hughes and Fairbanks, 
and the National Republican Platform, unless they 
or those representing them shall interfere with the 
passage of needful and beneficial laws for Alaska, 
in which event I shall stand by Alaska and her 
interests, as I always have done, without regard to 
party threat or favor. 
 

STATEMENT 
To the end that the people of Alaska may know 

the facts touching the refusal of those in charge of 
the Seward Convention to endorse my candidacy 
for Delegate to Congress the following 
correspondence is made public: 

 “JUNEAU, ALASKA, January 10, 1916. 
HON. JAMES WICKERSHAM, 
 Washington, D.C. 
Dear Judge: 

Following a conversation with Mr. Louis P. 
Shackleford, regarding the political situation in 
Alaska, I feel that the time has arrived for an 
amalgamation of the factions in the party. 

Mr. Shackleford informs me that he realizes if the 
party is to have strength before the voters, the 
candidates for office should not be hand picked, 
but represent the rank and file of the party.  
Therefore, he feels that if arrangements can be 
made so that the Republicans of the First Division 
can be free to regulate their own affairs, he sees 
no objection to your nomination as Delegate by the 
Republican Convention. 

Personally, I feel as if there could be a working 
agreement arrived at for the First Division, which 
would protect both the Wickersham and 
Shackleford factions under one banner. 

I promised Mr. Shackleford that if I could secure 
your consent, I would make a trip with him to 
Seattle in February to confer with you there.  It 
appears Charles Herron has been trying to play 
both ends against the middle, and the time appears 
right for a line up which will control the Republican 
policies in Alaska. 

Kindly wire me if you will attend the Seattle 
conference and your preference for date, and after 
conferring with Mr. Shackleford, I will wire you 
concerning meeting you there. 

With kindest personal regards, I remain, 
 Yours very truly, 

  ED C. RUSSEL” 
 My answer was a telegram as follows: 

 “WASHINGTON, D.C., January 19, 1916. 
ED. C. RUSSELL, 
 Juneau, Alaska. 
   Impossible leave Washington for meeting 

Seattle suggested in letter tenth. 
 JAMES WICKERSHAM.” 
 
Thereafter the Seattle papers published 
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statements and interviews from Mr. C.D. Murane 
and Mr. Wm. A Gilmore, two prominent Seattle 
attorneys claiming to hold a block of proxies to the 
Seward Convention, saying that I would not be 
considered as a candidate by that convention 
without I agreed to surrender all power of 
recommendation in appointments to Alaskan 
offices, in case of national Republican success, to 
them and their friends; similar statements from 
Alaskan sources were said to be made by Mr. 
Shackleford.  To prevent any misunderstanding on 
that question at the Seward convention I 
addressed the following open letter to the 
Delegates to the Seward Convention, and 
forwarded the same to Alaskan newspapers for 
publication in advance of that meeting. 

 
 “WASHINGTON, D.C., March 30, 1916. 
To the Delegates to the Republican Territorial 

Convention, Seward, Alaska. 
Gentlemen: 
The people of Alaska seem to have concluded 

that there ought to be an effective organization of 
the Republican as well as the Democratic party in 
the Territory, and many of my most active friends 
and supports have joined in the movement and are 
among your number.  In view of their announced 
intention to present my name to your convention 
and because of many rumors tending to create 
misunderstanding and contention thereafter I feel 
impelled in fairness to my political opponents to 
make this public statement in advance of any 
action on your part. 
I have not and will not enter into any combination 
or agreement with or against any person or faction 
in or out of the Republican organization for the 
control of patronage, in whole or in part, or at all, or 
for the control of my actions in any way whatever 
as the representative of all the people of Alaska, or 
for any other purpose.  I will not be bound by any 
pledge made for me without  it is clearly stated in 
the platform or resolutions adopted by the 
convention.  I seems to me there can be no 

 successful unity of action or reorganization of the 

Republican party in Alaska without entire frankness 
with the men and women who do the voting, and 
because of that I address this communication to 
you in this public manner.  I can better do  without 
the nomination or the election to Congress than be 
placed in the attitude of having betrayed either my 
associates or the people whom I have represented 
with such freedom and confidence for eight years, 
and whom I must continue to represent with 
freedom and confidence, or not at all. 

In the event of my election, I pledge myself to 
harmony and fair dealing toward friends and past 
opponents alike, to the support of the bill which I 
have already introduced granting more extended 
powers to the territorial government, to the support 
of the Statehood bill, to the creation of better 
transportation conditions and the control and 
reduction of burdensome freight rates, and 
generally to the upbuilding of the industries natural 
to our Territory and to the development of its great 
natural resources free from monopoly and unjust 
restraint.  If you nominate me upon this 
understanding there will be but little chance for 
contention and disagreement hereafter. 

 Respectfully, 
  JAMES WICKERSHAM.” 
 
While the clans were gathering at Seward, 

among other interesting telegrams I received the 
following: 

 “CORDOVA, ALASKA, April 16, 1916. 
JAMES WICKERSHAM, 
House of Representatives, Washington, D.C. 

Unless definite understanding highly probable 
you not receive nomination convention with Lloyd 
against you.  Thisted, Hazelet small majority 
against organization.  Shackleford who controls 
without your supporters will have to endorse 
straight candidate unless you give us assurance.  
Are you thoroughly informed and with or against 
organization program? 

 BOYLE, GOODALL, GOTTSCHALK, 
CHASE.” 
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I answered as follows: 
 “WASHINGTON, D.C., April 17, 1916. 
EDWARD V. BOYLE, 
 Cordova, Alaska. 

I do not understand what you mean.  What definite 
understanding do you want and what about?  
Threat to indorse straight candidate 

 if I do not give assurance that I am with or against 
organization program unavailing until I know what 
the program is.  What is it you want? 
 JAMES WICKERSHAM.” 
 

The reply to my inquiry came back in this form: 
 “SEWARD, ALASKA, April 18, 1916. 

HON. JAMES WICKERSHAM, 
  Deliver to Congress, Washington, D.C. 
As suggested in your recent open letter of March 

thirtieth we wire you under separate night letter 
copy of plank platform which Russell chairman 
platform committee will insert convention platform 
affecting patronage.   Urge you wire Russell 
immediately your acceptance platform with this 
plank.  Agreed caucus majority delegates 
Wickersham for delegate, Murane National 
Committeeman, Scholfield Attorney General, 
Shackleford, Gilmore, delegates, Chicago, Russell, 
Gaustad, alternates.  Platform covers every item 
mentioned your open letter.  This is the best deal 
we can secure and have personal pledge every 
regular Republican attending convention will not 
only support ticket but organize legislative tickets 
every division, carry on aggressive and earnest 
campaign.  We realize we must have your 
acceptance this plank to insure your nomination. 
Rush answer. 
 ED. C. RUSSELL, H. THISTED.” 
 

Another telegram accompanied the former 
containing the plank I must agree to, as follows: 

 “SEWARD, ALASKA, April 18-’16. 
JAS. WICKERSHAM, Delegate to Congress,  
 Washington, D.C. 
We charge the Democratic administration with 
having ignored Alaskans in appointments to public 

office in this territory and with having disgraced our 
citizenship by the wholesale appointment of non-
residents and carpet baggers in lieu of bona fide 
citizens and we condemn this un-American policy 
and practice as highly prejudicial to our people and 
det5rimental to good government.  We reaffirm our 
party slogan, Alaska for Alaskans, and demand 
that only bona fide citizens be appointed to public 
office.  We believe that harmonious party 
organization and solidarity are basic principles 
controlling good government and to the end that 
our citizen voters shall have a voice in 
appointments to public office we pledge to the 
people of Alaska that all divi- 

 ional appointments to public office shall be made 
only upon the joint endorsement of the Republican 
committee of that division and the Republican 
National Committeeman, and all other Presidential 
appointments to public office in Alaska shall be 
made only upon the recommendation of the 
Republican National Committeeman of this 
territory. 

 ED C. RUSSELL, 
 H. THISTED.” 
 
Acting upon the advice of Hon. Frank P. Woods, 

Chairman of the Republican Congressional 
Committee, I did not make any answer to those two 
telegrams. 

Thereafter I received various telegrams from 
prominent Republicans in Alaska urging me to 
accept the terms of Murane, Irving and Shackleford 
and surrender my duty and supposed influence in 
the matter of Alaskan patronage to them on the 
assurance that they would nominate me through 
their Committee of Four from the Seward 
Convention, and give me an endorsement at the 
Republican Divisional Convention at Juneau.  My 
answer to all these was contained in the following 
telegram: 

 “WASHINGTON, D.C., August 2. 1916. 
ED. C. RUSSELL, 
 Juneau, Alaska. 

Telegrams received from you *  *  *  advising me to 
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submit to the demands of the Shackleford 
organization and surrender the power and rights of 
the people of Alaska in relation to the appointments 
to Alaskan office in case Governor Hughes is 
elected President, in consideration that Mr. 
Shackleford allow his Committee of Four from the 
Seward Convention and his followers in the 
Republican Divisional Convention at Juneau to 
endorse me for Delegate.  My letter of March 
thirtieth addressed to the Delegates at the 
Republican Territorial Convention at Seward is my 
final word on that subject.  I will not barter away the 
smallest right or power of the people of Alaska, or 
my own right and duty as their representative, to 
Murane, George Irving, or Shackleford for their 
endorsement or support, or that of their blind 
followers.  I decline to accept any nomination from 
Shackleford’s unauthorized committee of four from 
the Seward convention or to approve that plank in 
its platform establishing boss rule in Alaska.  That 
plank will be repudiated by the Republican National 
administration and the Senate will refuse to confirm 
any one ap- 

 [?] to Alaskan once who approves it.  I shall 
support Hughes and Fairbanks and their national 
platform, and be a candidate for Delegate to 
Congress from Alaska on the petition of her 
citizens free from corrupt boss rule, and I shall be 
glad to have the endorsement of the Juneau 
convention on that basis.  If I am defeated on this 
platform I shall at least have preserved my own 
self-respect. 
 JAMES WICKERSHAM.” 
 

HIYU CULTUS WA 
In his messages to Congress on December 7, 

1909, December 6, 1910, and February 2, 1912, 
President Taft denounced my bill providing for the 
creation of the Alaska Legislature and giving it 
power to enact laws for the people of Alaska.  In 
that long and bitter contest he was aided by Col. 
Richardson, and other representatives of those 
who wished to exploit the Territory under the 
Beveridge bill.  Among those who assisted me in 

that contest was my friend, Mr. John W. Troy, of 
Seattle.  When the fortunes of war came our way, 
after three years fighting, and the bill passed the 
House of Representatives, I sent my friend Troy a 
copy of the bill, and was pleased when I received 
the following letter of approval from him: 

 
 “SEATTLE, May 17, 1912. 

HON. JAMES WICKERSHAM, 
Washington, D.C. 

My Dear Sir: 
Thank you for the copies of the territorial 

government bill as it passed the House and the 
copy of the Record with your great speech in 
advocacy of the measure.  Pardon me, also, for not 
extending my congratulations to you upon the 
success of your long and strenuous efforts in 
behalf of an American government for the Alaska 
people before this.  My thoughts were carried back 
to the many conversations we had on the little 
Tana nearly two years ago many times 
immediately after we became satisfied that the day 
of triumph was near, and I know how earnestly you 
have labored for the passage of a satisfactory bill.  
I have known thoroughly also how willing and 
anxious you were to have the bill please the 
people, caring more for the principle involved than 
for the details of the measure. 

Your speech was a complete answer to the 
statements of the administration government.  
There is no come back.  There can be none. 
If the bill can only be gotten through the Senate 
and on the statute books, I am willing 

 to quit and let Alaska work out its own salvation, 
not that it will not do that without anything I can do 
anyhow, but I always take up these matters as 
though the weight were largely on my shoulders.  It 
is probably my own particular brand of egotism, 
though I always confess to myself that I am not 
doing much more than the rooter at a baseball 
game who thinks he is helping the pitcher get 
himself our of a tight place, and who feels that he is 
entitled to a large share of the credit for victory 
when the man on the mound tightens up and wins 
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the game. 
With very best wishes for your continued 

success, 
 I am sincerely yours,  
  JOHN W. TROY.” 
 
Later when the battle had been won, after 

Congress had passed the bill and President Taft 
had approved it on August 24, 1912, and after my 
friend Troy had full knowledge of its contents, he 
sent me the following additional proof of his 
friendship and approval of my action and of that 
Organic Act, as it now stands on the statute books: 

 
“ARCTIC CLUB, SEATTLE, August 25, 1921. 

HON. JAMES WICKERSHAM, 
Washington, D.C. 

My Dear Judge: 
I congratulate you sincerely upon the final 

success of your bill granting Alaska an elective 
territorial legislature.  You are entitled to the 
gratitude of all people that are interested in the 
welfare of the Northern territory, and, what is 
better, you have that of nearly all of them that are 
worth while.  I also congratulate you upon your 
third election as delegate to Congress.  It was a 
merited verdict.  For several weeks before the 
election it was apparent to any one acquainted with 
conditions in Alaska that you were billed for 
another triumph. 

With very best wishes for your continued 
success, I am, 

 Sincerely yours 
  JNO. W. TROY.” 

My friend Troy is now the very able editor of the 
Juneau Daily Empire, and wastes great quantities 
of perfectly good printers’ ink in denouncing the law 
creating and giving legislative power to the Alaska 
Legislature which he so earnestly assisted me to 
pass in 1912.  What do you Alaskans think of my 
friend Troy?  [end of pamphlet] 

Diary 27, 1916 
July 23 

-1916- 
July 23rd  

I am in receipt of an original letter written by my 

Grandfather, James L. Wickersham, of Antioch, 
Kentucky, to the Commissioner of Pensions, June 
10, 1877, in support of his application for a pension 
as a dependent member of the family of Sampson 
R. Wickersham, his son, who was a member of Co. 
F. of 111th Illinois Inf. and who died at Paducah, 
Ky. in the Got Hospital on April 20, 1864. 
This original letter and some copies of his 
application were given to me by the Com. of 
Pensions upon my personal application - he 
keeping copy for the official records.  The letter is 
as follows, 

Diary 27, 1916 
July 23 

23 
Antioch, Washington Co. Ky.  

June 10, 1877 
Dear sir: I recd your favor of March 2nd through 
Judge Durum which informed me that you were 
waiting a reply of a confidential nature on the 
receipt of which you would inform the parties in 
interest the condition of the claim.  I have patiently 
waited for the information and ask you to be good 
enough to inform me what that call means.  You 
have all the evidence that I (see? here?) could be 
wanting in my case - the marriage and death of my 
sons, mother, when and where, and his services in 
the federal army.  

The Cincinnati platform says the government 
must help them that help it - my father helped  
 

Diary 27, 1916 
July 23 

23 
in the Revolution, my brother in the War of 1812, 
myself in the Black hawk war of “32, two sons in 
the Mexican War, and my son now in the war of 
Rebellion against the government.  I am as honest 
as any man and as loyal as any that has ever 
applied and am in need of help.  I hope dear sir 
that I won’t be denied longer.  I want Sanburn and 
King to have their legal fees and all proper fees 
taken out and the balance sent to me at Antioch, 
Washington County, Ky. If any doubt about it I can 
give as good evidence of loyalty as any man in this 
country.  Persons are receiving pensions all around 
me and does seem hard that I cannot get what the 
law say I shall 
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Diary 27, 1916 
July 23 

23 
have. 

Very respectfully.  
Your obedient servant, 
 James L. Wickersham. 

My son, Sampson R. Wickersham, 
111, Illinois Volunteer Infantry. 
The “Judge Durum” mentioned in the letter was 
Hon. Milton J. Durham, Member of Congress from 
Kentucky - 1873 -1879, and evidently one of my 
grandfathers friends. 
I am also in receipt from the Com. of Pensions of 
photographic copies of my Grandfathers 
application on formal office blanks, giving much 
other information, and am beginning now to look up 
the details of the Revolutionary record of his father 
- whose name unfortunately I do not know.   
[James Wickersham diagonally wrote “SAMPSON” 
? over this] 
 

Diary 27, 1916 
July 24 

-24th - 
Recd, the following telegram:  
 “Juneau, Alaska, July 22, 1916 
James Wickersham, Delegate to Congress, Wash. 
D.C. 
Battling hard secure your endorsement divisional 
Republican Convention.  Shackleford due here 
Sunday.  Conference prominent Republicans this 
section be held Monday take action delicate 
situation.  Wire from you to Thane asking he assist 
heal breach between Shackleford and Wickersham 
forces build up substantial party organization in 
territory would be great help. 
Ed. Russell.” 
Ed. is making it pretty strong, but I know him too 
well to go very strong so I sent the following.   
 Washington, D.C. July 24, 1916, 
Bart L. Thane, Juneau, Alaska. 
 

Diary 27, 1916 
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24 
Earnestly urge suggestions letter June 20.  
Request show to Russell.  

James Wickersham 

In my letter of June 20, I wrote Thane urging fair 
and honest effort at Reorganization of the party, 
etc.  This just such a letter as he ought to accept 
as a fair guide & if he shows it to Ed. he will see it 
exactly covers the telegram he sent me.  I am 
afraid to write or telegraph to these fellows, for I do 
not trust them - not even Ed. who is as unmoral as 
a torn cat. 
Still they want to elect the Legislative ticket & they 
may be driven to combination & organization to 
secure that result - hoping they can defeat me in 
the election. 
 

Diary 27, 1916 
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24 
Secretary Lane has finally announced the location 
of the Alaska Mining Experiment Station at 
Fairbanks.  In last Congress I introduced a bill for 4 
stations in Alaska, but the Congress concluded that 
one was enough - Am in receipt of a telegram from 
Henry T. Ray, today as follows: 

Fairbanks, Alaska, July 23, ’16. 
James Wickersham, Delegate from Alaska, Wash. 
D.C. 
Congratulations from our friends your success pro-
curing latest benefit prospectors and miners, keep 
good work going.  Your opponents very busy but 
unsuccessful make impression  Sulzer failed come 
Fairbanks. Went Nome unable get line his 
campaign.  Will inform you when find out. 
Henry T. Ray. 
 

Diary 27, 1916 
July 25 

-25th - 
Obtained permission to extend my remarks in the 
Record on “Full Territorial Government in Alaska” 
and on the “Capitol Building at Juneau.”  Will have 
the two speeches printed & circulated in Alaska - 
10,000 copies. 

Have found a pretty complete history of the 
Wickersham family in America in “History Of 
Chester County, Pennsylvania,” 1881, by Futhery 
& Cop, page 763. 
Also in Pennsylvania Archives, Part 2. Sixth Series, 
Vol. XV. Index to 5th Series, p. 2427, where the 
Revolutionary service of my Grandfathers father is 
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pointed out. 
Work in the office as usual. 
 

Diary 27, 1916 
July 26 

-26th - 
Recd the following telegram from Thane:   
 Juneau, Alaska, July 25, 1916 
Hon. James Wickersham, Wash. D.C. 
Replying to your request by wire July 24.  I have 
shown same with your letter June 20 to your 
representative Ed. J. Russell.  Have delayed 
acknowledging your letter because I felt whole 
situation was in hands of committee regularly 
appointed by Seward Convention for that purpose 
and they would soon take some definite action 
which would settle matters so far as organized 
Republicans in Alaska was concerned.  I was 
personally very much interested in and lent such 
assistance as I was able to the end of bringing all 
Republicans interested together resulting in the 
Seward Convention.  I know the effort to harmonize 
the various interests was sincere and have felt that 
in the acceptance of the platform 
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by yourself should have been made regardless of 
advice to contrary which you have received, and 
believe such acceptance would have meant a 
complete Republican victory in Alaska for the party 
as well as yourself.  In view of my personal support 
to local organization and Representative delegates 
to this end I believe it is proper such support 
should be continued to the Committee appointed 
by the Convention, and therefore believe matter 
rests properly in their hands and that any action 
you or other interested Republicans take should be 
initiated with such Committee.  I do not know what 
action Committee will finally take under the 
circumstance, but appreciate the fact they must 
make some decision within the next two or three 
days.  In my opinion only way you can obtain  
 

Diary 27, 1916 
July 26 

26 
full support of Republican party is through regular 
organization and in order to accomplish this it 

would be best for you either advise such 
Committee direct yourself by wire to that end or 
authorize you representative here to do so. 

B.L. Thane.” 
Now, what do you think of that? 
I showed this telegram to Woods, Ch. Rep. Cong. 
Com. and he nearly has a fit.  He says “of course 
not,” but he need not have said it for I will not even 
accept their invitation to “kowtow” and say “please.”  
I can have my self respect if I am defeated but not 
if I permitted that “boss” to hand me.  I can see 
Russell, Thane & Shackleford sending those 
telegrams & figuring out how to make me come in - 
but I won’t come, boys! NO ANSWER. 
 

Diary 27, 1916 
July 27-29 

-27th - 
Working on mail - etc same. 

-28th – 
Howdeshall & wife, from Juneau blew into town - 
they are on a trip & will go back to Juneau at once. 

-29th – 
 

Diary 27, 1916 
July 29 

29 
Sam Bonnifield, ye old “sourdough” of Circle, 
Dawson, & Fairbanks was in today, & Dug. 
Morgan, the “fiddler.”  Dug. was wearing a new - a 
beautiful gold watch just won at shooting in the 
Tournament. 
Received another telegram today from Ed. Russell, 
Juneau, asking me to say “please,” as follows:  
  Juneau, Alaska, July 28, 1916 
Hon. James Wickersham, Wash D.C. 
Canvas delegates divisional convention show no 
chance your endorsement  
 

Diary 27, 1916 
July 29 

29 
unless approved by organization. 
Party lines over legislative fight being tightly drawn.  
Pasties in influence here politically and otherwise 
not favorable action your behalf unless definite 
understanding protect party organization first and 
second divisions and two or three friends other 
divisions. 
It is imperative order to secure appointment quali-
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fied officers administer affairs these divisions lack 
any definite assurance on your part reorganization 
party organizing standing in way harmony. 
Advise you either communicate direct George 
Irving, chairman republican committeeman Juneau. 
Or authorize some responsible party to represent 
you with assurance you have confidence their 
judgment, and honesty. 
Ed C. Russell. 
Took the telegram to Woods, Ch. Rep. Cong. Com. 
and gave it as my advise the time was now to cut 
off and decline to do barter with Geo. Irving or 
Shackleford, or to accept any nomination from 
them, but with his usual diplomacy he urged me to 
wait till after I had a talk with Wilcox, Ch. Rep. Nat. 
Com. in New York next week.  I gave up against 
my own sense of doing the big act at the proper 
time & sent this telegram instead.  
 Wash. D.C. July 29, 1916. 
Ed. C. Russell, 
 Juneau, Alaska. 
Your telegram Wickersham received.  On 
invitations national  
 

Diary 27, 1916 
July 29 

29 
Republican Committee, Delegate Wickersham has 
gone  New York to attend notification President 
Hughes on Monday.  Probably return Wednesday.  

George a. Jeffery. 
Secretary. 
Wood approved that deception & suggested that I 
could answer finally after my talk with Wilcox in 
New York. 
The joke now is on Shackleford, Russell & Thane.  
They are nominating a “Big Interest” legislative 
ticket - it is a heavy load & they want to hitch me in 
the harness to help pull the load home!  But I’ll not 
do it. 
It is an insult from Ed. Russell to ask me to 
telegraph surrender to George Irving! Let “em 
sweat! 
 

Diary 27, 1916 
July 30 

-30th- 
Debbie & I out automobile riding with Mr. & Mrs. 

Howdeshall of Juneau. 
I am arranging my correspondence with those 
interested with Shackleford Russell etc. in the 
matter of nominating me for Delegate or Rep. 
Ticket so as to exhibit the same to Mr. Wilcox, Nat. 
Rep. Chairman in New York when I go over to-
morrow - if I get a chance. 
Recd, this telegram today  
 Juneau, Alaska, July 29, 1916 
Hon. James Wickersham 
 Wash., D.C. 
 Advise you be guided wire sent by Russell 
last night. W. D. Coppernoll. 

 
Diary 27, 1916 
July 31 

July 31st  
Over to New York on morning train to attend 
Notification of nomination of Chas. E. Hughes for 
President. 
Left Wash, on 9 oclock N.Y. train special car filled 
with Congressmen.  Arrived New York 1.57 - 2 
oclock & I & others went to the McAlpin. 
The notification was held in the Carnegie Hall - a 
large theater or hall on – I think 7th Ave. & 57th St.  I 
had a fine seat on the stage very near to where 
Governor Hughes stood to deliver his speech of 
acceptance.  It was a strong speech well delivered 
& seemed entirely satisfactory to the thousands 
which  
[Ticket to above event – Section E Row 2 Seat 6] 
 

Diary 27, 1916 
August 2 

-August 2nd – 
When I arrived here from New York I took up the 
matter of answering Ed. Russell’s demands that I 
surrender to Shackleford on the matter of allowing 
Murane, his Nat. Committeeman to name the 
appointments in Alaska in case Hughes is elected. 
I prepared the following telegram, submitted it to 
Mr. Woods, of Iowa, the Ch. of the Rep. Cong. 
Com. who approved it after which I telegraphed it 
to Russell.  It is as follows:  

Washington, D.C. Aug 2, 1916. 
Telegrams received from you and Messrs. Thane 
and Coppernoll advising me to submit to the 
demands  
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 (continued on page 20) 
[page after next] 

Diary 27, 1916 
July 31-  
August 1 
 

-31- 
crowded the great hall.  Senator Harding of Ohio 
made the notifying address - Roosevelt & his wife 
occupied a box.  Gov. Whitman of N.Y. & crowds of 
men of national reputation surrounded the 
Speaker.  It was an occasion of historic importance 
& one I appreciated.  He held a reception at the 
Astor after the acceptance & throngs went there to 
greet him - I among them. 

Aug 1st 
Spent the forenoon at Nat. Rep. Hd. quarters trying 
to get a chance to consult with Chairman Wilcox 
about Alaskan & politics.  Senator Dixon, of Mont, 
had a long talk with Mr. Hughes in which he 
presented the matter for me - Came home on 3:30 
afternoon Cong. Limited. 
 

Diary 27, 1916 
August 2 

2 
of the Shackleford organization and surrender the 
power and rights of the people of Alaska in relation 
to the appointments to Alaskan offices in case 
governor Hughes is elected President, in 
consideration that Mr. Shackleford allow his 
Committee of Four from the Seward convention 
and his follows in the Republican Divisional 
Convention at Juneau to endorse me for Delegate.  
My letter of March thirtieth addressed to the 
Delegates at the Republican Territorial Convention 
at Seward is my final word on that subject.  I will 
not barter away the smallest right or power of the 
people of Alaska, or my own right and duty as their 
representative, to the Murane, George Irving, or 
Shackleford for their endorsement or support, or 
that of their blind followers. 
 

Diary 27, 1916 
August 2 

2 
I decline to accept any nomination from 
Shacklefords unauthorized committee of Four from 
the Seward convention or to approve that plank in 
its platform establishing boss rule in Alaska. 
That plank will be repudiated by the Republican 
National administration and the Senate will refuse 
to confirm anyone appointed to Alaskan office who 
approves it. 

I shall support Hughes and Fairbanks and their 
National Platform and be a candidate for Delegate 
to Congress from Alaska on the petition of her 
citizens free from corrupt boss rule, and I shall be 
glad to have the endorsement of the Juneau 
convention on that basis. 
If I am defeated on this platform I shall at least 
have preserved my own self respect. 

James Wickersham 
 

Diary 27, 1916 
August 1 

-Aug 3rd - 
Alaskan mail today brings me many discouraging 
reports, but since I must march along to the 
election of Nov. 7, without exhibiting any fear of 
results I continue to grin and fight as usual. 
It seems now as if O.P. Hubbard, of Valdes, is to 
be offered the Delegate nomination by the Gilmore-
Shackleford organization.  He has long been one of 
my supporters & the idea is, of course, to weaken 
me as much as possible, for they have no hope of 
electing him.  They will not now? waste their votes 
on him, but use him as a shield behind which to 
vote for Sulzer. 
Attend McKinley’s reception to Wilcox Ch. Nat. 
Rep. Com.  tonight at the Willard Hotel.  Bum! 
 
[clipping] 

WICKERSHAM TO 
RUN INDEPENDENT 

               AS REPUBLICAN 
Delegate Refuses Nomination 

at Hands of Convention 
Committee. 

FIGHT OVER PATRONAGE. 
Incumbent Refuses to Allow ‘Bosses’ 
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to Dictate Appointments – Stands 
For Hughes and Fairbanks. 

By ASHMUN BROWN. 
Special to the Post-Intelligencer. 

WASHINGTON, Aug. 2.-On his return today from 
New York, where he has been in consultation with 
the Republican national committee, Delegate 
James Wickersham, of Alaska, sent a long 
telegram to Edward C. Russell at Juneau, 
repudiating the patronage plank on the Republican 
territorial platform adopted at the Seward 
convention at the hands of the committee of four to 
which the convention delegated the power to 
choose a nominee for delegate. 

Indorsements Were Required. 
The plank declared in favor of making divisional 

federal appointments dependent on the joint 
indorsement of the Republican committee for the 
division, and the national committeeman and all 
other federal appointments in the territory on the 
indorsement of the national committeeman, who is 
C.D. Murane. 

Nominations for delegate in Alaska, whether 
indorsed by convention or otherwise, must be by 
convention or otherwise, must be by petition.  The 
Wickersham petition is now being circulated, 
Wickersham running as a Republican. 

Repudiates “Boss Rule” 
“I will not barter away the smallest right or power of 
the people of Alaska,” says Wickersham in his 
telegram, “nor my own right and duty as their 
representative to Murane, George Irving or 
Shackleford for their indorsement or support, or 
that of their blind followers.  I decline to accept any 
nomination from Shackleford’s unauthorized 
committee of four from the Seward convention or to 
approve that plank in its platform establishing boss 
rule in Alaska.  That plank will be repudiated by the 
Republican national administration, and the senate 
will refuse to confirm any one appointed to Alaskan 
office who approves it.  I shall support Hughes and 
Fairbanks and their national platform and shall be a 
candidate for delegate to congress form Alaska on 
the petition of her citizens free from corrupt boss 

rule and I shall be glad to have the indorsement of 
the Juneau convention on that basis.” 
 

Diary 27, 1916 
August 4-6 

-4th – 
Busy preparing speech on Transportation in 
Alaska.   
Also sending out printed matter to political 
supporters in Alaska, also copies of my telegram to 
Ed. Russell in letters to my friends. 
 

-5- 
Same as yesterday- 
 

-6th – 
Darrell is down to see us - he is soon to go on a 
cruise - he is Ex. officer on “Alabama,” and the ship 
is to take out the naval militia from Charleston, S.C. 
for trip to Newport etc. 
Have about finished my transportation Speech - 
am now polishing it up, correcting figures etc. & 
hope to get in the Record this week. 
 

Diary 27, 1916 
August 7-10 

-7th – 
Repeated my telegram of Aug. 2. To Ed Russell, to 
Valentine for use before the Juneau Div. Con. if he 
thinks it wise - the Con. meets in Juneau on 9th. 
Long hot days work in office. 

-8th – 
Busy finishing up my speech on “Transportation 
conditions in Alaska.” 

-9th – 
Same as yesterday. 

-10th – 
My speech on “Alaska Trade & Commerce 
Transportation Rates,” is ready for the Record.  Mr. 
J. H. King, of Juneau is here today in an effort to 
secure the passage of my bill, H.R. 10757, a Bill to 
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authorize Juneau to issue school bonds in the sum  
 

Diary 27, 1916 
August 10-11 

10 
of $75,000.  He brought letters from Gov Strong to 
Senators Pittman & Nelson & I took him over & 
introduced him to them.  Pittman introduced H.R. 
10757, as a Senate bill, S. 6839, & he and Nelson 
promise to put it through.  We interviewed Judge 
Watkins, of La. acting Chairman of House 
Committee on Ter. & he called a meeting of the 
Com. for tomorrow. 

-11th – 
Com. on Ter. met, but no quorum.  Those present 
approved favorable report on H.R. 10757, bill for 
bonding Juneau for school buildings, - signed 
report and another meeting tomorrow. 
Debbie left this afternoon for Poland Springs, near 
Portland, Maine, where she will spend some time – 
rheumatism! 
 

Diary 27, 1916 
August 12-13 

-12th – 
Another hearing today before the Committee on 
Ter. on my Bill H. S. 10757, to authorize Juneau, 
Alaska, to issue school bonds in the sum of 
$75,000. 
Mr. J. H. King, representing the town of Juneau, 
appeared before Com. & I got the scattered 
members of the Com. to sign a favorable report on 
the bill today. 
King expressed the greatest satisfaction at the 
speed & success of our efforts & went off home 
satisfied.  Pittman has introduced the bill in the 
Senate & promises to get it favorably reported & 
passed. 

-13- 
Have spent the day (Sunday) in the office 
preparing an “Address to the people of Alaska,” 
announcing my candidacy for Delegate & giving 
some of the correspondence, etc. in re the Seward 
Convention. 
 

Diary 27, 1916 
August 14-16 

-14th – 
Am hurrying to get away for the West.  Will start 
about Saturday.  Sending out printed speeches & 

closing up my correspondence.  Prepared my 
“Address to the People of Alaska,” but will probably 
not have it printed before I reach the coast. 

-15th – 
Put my speech on Transportation in the Record 
today, and finished my Address to the People of 
Alaska ready for the printer tomorrow. 

-16- 
Wrote a long letter to Debbie; She is at South 
Poland, Me. - at Poland Springs.  My “address” is 
in the print shop - Gathering material for my 
western speeches, etc. 
 

Diary 27, 1916 
August 17-18 

-17th – 
My Speech on Transportation Rates in Alaska is in 
the Record this morning, and I have ordered 
10,000 copies from the Public Printer (at a cost to 
me of $100.88) for distribution in Alaska. 

Am busy preparing to go west.  Will fix the date 
of my departure tomorrow after I interview Judge 
Alexander about his activities with the Alaska 
fishery bill.  I can’t go away and leave that without 
an agreement that nothing will be done in my 
absence. 

A favorable Report has been made & filed on my 
bill allowing Juneau to bond in the sum of $75,000. 
to build a new schoolhouse. 

-18th - 
Rushing around today trying to get my affairs 
straightened up so I  
 

Diary 27, 1916 
August 18 

18 
can go to Alaska.  I interviewed Judge Alexander, 
Chairman of the Com. on Merchant Marine & 
Fisheries & asked him what he intended to do with 
our Alaska Fishery bills - he said he had a final 
copy prepared & would introduce it today and 
recommend its passage by favorable Report in 3 or 
4 days.  He agreed that he would not attempt to 
pass it this session - that I need not wait on that 
account, etc.  I will be interested to see it as printed 
tomorrow - he said I would approve it!  So it must 
be very different from his original bill. 
Have written letters to Senators Cummins, 
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LaFollette, Lewis, Newlands, & to Rep. Adamson & 
Esch.  calling their special attention to my 
statement 
 

Diary 27, 1916 
August 18-19 

18 
in the Record of the 16th re Transportation and 
begging each of them to read it and to help Alaska 
to get reduction of her transportation burdens!  
Also called it specially to the attention of Judge 
Alexander, Ch. Merchant Marine and Fisheries 
Com. - who promised to Recd and consider it fairly 
- but he wont! 

My address to the People of Alaska containing 
my platform, Statement etc. is printed & ready to 
forward to my friends in Alaska.  It is O.K. 

-19th - 
Judge Alexander reintroduced his fishery bill 
yesterday and it is now H.R. 17499, and not in any 
way improved.  It is the same old menace, and I 
must oppose it to the last.  He told me he intended 
to favorably Report it in a day or two.   
 

Diary 27, 1916 
August 19 

19 
It looks as if he had introduced it either to support 
the Administration & to take off their shoulders the 
curse or because he intends to put through a 
robbery of Alaska fisheries regardless of our rights. 
I think it is so bad that I can beat it on a fight. 

From Alaska papers just in I find the Juneau 
Divisional Convention did not endorse me, but 
declined to do so.  Shackleford was in full 
command & nominated Heckman the Fish Trust 
Manager for Senator. 

Received a telegram from Maltby saying: 
Valentine declines to act.  Rustgard has assumed 
charge.  Send him literature and something to help 
pay expenses! 
They all think I’m rich! 
 

Diary 27, 1916 
August 19-20 

19 
Aug 19, 1916 
Had consultation with Judge Watkins, Acting 
Chairman of the Com. on Ter. about the bill to 
authorize Juneau to issue school bonds & he told 

me he had already given notice of calling the bill up 
for passage by unanimous consent on Tuesday.  
He asked me to talk to Mr. Mann Rep. leader & get 
him to agree to it.  This and the Alexander Fishery 
Bill make it necessary for me to remain here until 
Tuesday at least.  There is a threat of a general 
railroad strike. 

-20th – 
Sunday.  Packed my trunk & am getting ready to 
go west.  Will probably go Tuesday evening. 
 

Diary 27, 1916 
August 21-22 

-21st – 
Am about ready to go west.  I bought my ticket & 
got Pullman reservation over the Penn. Ry. via 
Chicago & thence over the N.P. Ry to Seattle, for 
tomorrow evening at 8:15. Am done with 
correspondence & leave little behind. 
My secretary, Geo. A. Jeffery will remain in charge 
& he and Morrison will continue the work on 
Alaskan bibliography during the summer. 

22nd 
The Juneau School bond bill was passed by the 
Senate yesterday & Judge Watkins, Ch. House 
Com. on Ter. promises me it shall pass the House 
also.  Left Washington at 6:15 for Alaska - 110° hot 
in the dining car. 
 

Diary 27, 1916 
August 23-24 

-23rd – 
This morning in Ohio and cloudy and cold.  I had to 
put on warmer clothes.  Mrs. Isette Brown, widow 
of W. Va. congressman is on this train going to 
Seattle with her baby and a nurse.  In Chicago for 
3 hours & then over the Burlington. 

24th. 
MY 59TH BIRTHDAY - 
St Paul this morning until 11 oclock. Fargo 
[photograph of Wickersham pasted over some text] 
Cool & good weather. 

-25- 
Miles City – [?] 
Fine weather. 

-26- 
Spokane – Seattle. 
 

 13



Alaska State Library – Historical Collections         Diary of James Wickersham  
MS 107 BOX 4  DIARY 27  July 23, 1916 through March 4, 1917 

Diary 27, 1916 
August 27-28 

-27th – 
Came in to Seattle last evening at 830 behind time -
& am at the Frye Hotel.  Many of my friends have 
come in today to see me - & I have been able to 
talk politics with some from every part of the 
Territory.  The conditions do not seem bad, but 
they need my active attention. 
Am tired out by traveling & have remained near the 
hotel all day. 

-28th – 
Called on J.E. Chilberg this forenoon - he is 
inclined to support my candidacy & when I 
suggested that I would support Judge Lomen  
 

Diary 27, 1916 
August 28 

28 
of Nome for Dist. Judge there -both he and Larson 
his Secretary were interested - they will get off 
letters on the Nome boat on Wednesday to Jafet 
Lindeberg & others urging them to support me.  
Lunch at the Rainier Club with Larson.  This 
afternoon a number of Alaskans called to talk 
politics. W. J. Rowe, of Homer, who will go there by 
Oct. 1st. will support me vigorously.  Jim Stevens, 
Jack Leedy. (Rex Beach’s partner) Barney Goss, & 
a lot of others called. Things look better in a 
political way, but I am convinced that I have a hard 
fight before me. 
 

Diary 27, 1916 
August 29-30 

-29th – 
Mother & Jen came in today & spend most of the 
day with me - then went back home. 
Long talk with Wm Blackmon, U.S. Board of 
Conciliation etc. Dept. of Labor - he brought two of 
the head men of the Labor Union - 
Longshoreman’s Union etc.  They are considering 
the matter of aiding me in Alaska. 

-30th - 
“Victoria”, SS, went to Nome this morning.  Sent a 
lot of mail to my political friends. 
May Taylor - my sister - went enroute to Iditarod.  
Busy working in politics - Grigsby Democratic 
candidate for 
 

Diary 27, 1916 30 

August 30-31 Atty Genl. is here, going to Juneau & S.E. Alaska. 
-31st- 

Lunch today with Scott Bone Ed. of Seattle P-I, & 
Wm Parry - long talk yesterday with Billy Blackmon 
& the officers of the Unions, about conditions in 
Alaska.  They seem friendly & may make a 
statement in my support.  Wrote to Debbie 
Sent following telegram  

“Seattle, Wash. Aug 31, 1916 
John W. Frame, Anchorage, Alaska. 
Put some red pepper in attacking our Juneau 
enemies and send two hundred copies each week 
to John Rustgard, Juneau, and fifty copies to 
Forest J. Hunt, Ketchikan. 
I am going north 
 

Diary 27, 1916 
August 31- 
September 1 

31 
Sunday and will begin at Ketchikan and speak at 
every town to anchorage.  
James Wickersham. 

September 1st 
The P-I had the following Editorial & personal item 
today: 
 
[clipping] 

ALASKA AND WICKERSHAM. 
Alaska appears to have the usual factionalism in its 
politics this campaign year.  As to the merits of the 
rivalry and the excuse, if any, for a row over patro-
nage the Post-Intelligencer does not know or care.  
It does know, however, that Alaska is mighty well 
represented in congress by Delegate James 
Wickersham and that, in this period of development 
and construction, his services are needed at 
Washington more than ever before.  To lose his 
services at this juncture would be a serious 
mistake,  The territory cannot afford it.  He is an 
encyclopedia of Alaskan information.  He knows 
the northland and its needs from A to Z.  Few other 
Alaskans are so well informed and they lack the 
knowledge of congress and the departments which 
his four terms as delegate have given him.  He was 
working for a government railroad while others 
were dreaming and hoping, and to his persistent, 
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tenacious and intelligent effort, more than to any 
other one, agency or medium, is due the 
consummation of the splendid project.  All workers 
for Alaska freely pay tribute to his magnificent 
service.  Much more is yet to be done for the 
territory, and any thought of relieving Judge 
Wickersham is manifestly lacking in wisdom. 
Alaska needs him and will continue to need him, 
and all factions, in view of what he has done and is 
able to do, should unite and with one voice return 
him to Congress.  It is the thing to do and it ought 
to be done.  Alaska should see it and do it. 
 

Diary 27, 1916 
September 1 

1 
[clipping]  

DELEGATE TO ADDRESS 
THE COMMERCIAL CLUB. 

[portrait of Wickersham] 
Judge James Wickersham 

Delegate to Congress From Alaska. 
WICKERSHAM TO  

SPEAK ON ALASKA 
Delegate, En Route Home, 
Will Address Commercial 

Club Saturday Noon. 
IN CONGRESS SINCE 1908. 

Has Seen Congressional Indifference 
to Territory Change to 

Admiration. 
Judge James Wickersham, delegate in congress 
from Alaska, will address the Seattle Commercial 
Club at luncheon at noon Saturday.  Judge 
Wickersham is on his way home to Fairbanks from 
the national capital.  He pur- 

Diary 27, 1916 
September 1 

1 
poses sailing Sunday, and the fact that he had a 
day or two to spend in Seattle made it possible for 
him to accept the cordial invitation of the 
Commercial Club to speak on the Alaska railroad 
Club to speak on the Alaska railroad and on the 
problems of the Northland now before congress.  
Will H. Parry, the Seattle member of the federal 
trade commission, who in 1914 assisted in the 
work at Washington of securing the passage of the 

Alaska railroad bill, also will be present. 
Wins Recognition for Northland. 

Judge Wickersham has served in congress since 
1908.  Prior to his election to congress he served 
as judge of the United States district court for two 
terms. 

It is doubtful if there is another man in public life 
so well informed on Alaskan affairs or who has so 
much interesting data at his fingers’ ends as Judge 
Wickersham.  Before congress passed the railroad 
bill it was necessary to carry on a campaign of 
education to inform the country of the richness of 
the great empire in the North.  Judge Wickersham 
saw the prejudice and the lack of understanding 
give way to a friendly interest and then to 
amazement at the richness of the far-off territory.  
During the last two or three years, Alaska has been 
the most talked-of and interesting of Uncle Sam’s 
possessions. 

Is Authority on Alaska. 
In the fight to secure the passage of the railroad 

bill Judge Wickersham took a leading part.  
Leaders in both houses of congress turned to him 
for facts and figures, and he was considered the 
best authority on Alaska in the country. 

Judge Wickersham has a library of Alaska books 
unequaled anywhere in the world.  He has 
searched everywhere for books on Alaska, and he 
has them in many languages.  It has been a hobby 
which he has pursued for years, and the result has 
been that he has collected an amazing number of 
books, which tell the story of Alaska since civilized 
man first saw it.  In Washington whenever a 
senator or representative wants to know something 
about Alaska he asks Judge Wickersham or delves 
into the delegate’s library. 

 
Was taken sick with a cold this evening and went 
to bed at 3 in the afternoon & having a bad night of 
it. 
 

Diary 27, 1916 
September 2 

Sept. 2. 
Was pretty sick last night but am better today - 
There are many Alaskans coming through Seattle 
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& I am doing as well - or better - here than if I were 
in some of the Alaskan towns.  My friend Billy 
Blackmon, U.S. Bd. of Conciliation, here settling 
Longshoreman’s Strike is trying to get the Unions 
to endorse my campaign in Alaska. 
My boat will not go north till Tuesday - Had a long 
talk with Mr. Kalish, Pres of Humboldt SS. Co, 
about transportation conditions in Alaska - he is 
assisting me with secret  
 

Diary 27, 1916 
September 2 
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information - copies of papers etc. for use before 
the Interstate Com. Com. etc. 
Spoke 10 minutes before the Com. Club, today on 
the attempt being made in Seattle to inject a 
political aspect into the Alaska Rd. situation - 
denounced it. 
Major Ballaine, who is the guilty party, sat across 
the table form me & cheered my sentiments. 
Several of my friends from Petersburg, Alaska, are 
here & strongly invite me to stop there & talk. 
There seems to be a general idea among Alaskans 
that Sulzer is making a hard contest for me to 
meet! 
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Sept. 3 
The P-I, this morning says, editorially: 
 
[clipping] 

FIRST AID TO ALASKA. 
Delegate Wickersham, in his interesting address 

before the Com- Club, opportunely traced the 
history of Alaska development and, withholding no 
credit from any quarter where it properly belongs, 
bestowed the due meed of credit for substantial 
initiative upon creative and constructive 
statesmanship of days agone that too often passes 
from memory and escapes recall and recognition. 

Everybody knows, or should know, how this 
entire coast section, the united forces of Seattle 
active in the forefront, pulled together so 
magnificently for the project of a government-built 
railroad in Alaska. 

Everybody understands and appreciates how 

Secretary of the Interior Lane promptly gave his 
powerful assistance to the cause and ultimately 
enlisted the still more powerful, and needed, aid of 
President Wilson. 

Everybody knows, too, and takes pride in the 
fact, that, for once, the Washington delegation in 
congress, in cooperation with Delegate 
Wickersham - or two senators and five 
representatives each and all honorably included - 
worked unselfishly in perfect unison and harmony 
toward the laudable, common end of helping 
Alaska. 

All this is a fine chapter of Alaska, Seattle and 
Washington (state and capital city) history, and the 
glory is certainly ample to go around. 

To be sure, a scheming townsite promoter of 
Seward, John E. Ballaine, for the purposes of an 
iniquitous campaign, is today engaged in a 
despicable attempt to smirch the chapter and 
falsify his way into congress with the preposterous 
bought-and-paid-for claim that he did it all, and but 
for him Alaska will yet be gobbled up, bag and 
baggage, by piratical Guggenheims and a 
plundering ilk, but let this brazen candidate and his 
bogus pretensions pass.  Steilacoom is befuddled 
with similar hallucinations. 
Returning to Judge Wickersham’s address and the 
credit to whom credit is due: He calls timely, if 
belated, attention to the fact that William Howard 
Taft, president of the United States, took the first 
important step toward developing Alaska when he 
recommended to congress, in  a message, that  a 
trunk line railroad be built by the government into 
the interior; and that subsequently he secured an 
appropriation and appointed a commission of army 
officers which conducted exhaustive surveys and 
made a report which formed the basis of final 
congressional action. 
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Thus it was, as a matter of fact, that groundwork 

for Alaska development was substantially laid 
before the present administration came into power, 
and with the help of Republicans in congress, 

 16



Alaska State Library – Historical Collections         Diary of James Wickersham  
MS 107 BOX 4 DIARY 27  July 23, 1916 through March 4, 1917 

brought the great railroad project to consummation. 
There is honest credit enough to go around and 

Delegate Wickersham keeps history straight by 
seeing to it that the helpfulness of the far-sighted 
preceding administration is not overlooked. 

 
[clipping]  

ALASKA RAILROAD  
NOT PARTY ISSUE 

So Declares Judge James 
Wickersham in Commer- 

cial Club Address. 
PARTIES SHARE HONOR. 

Delegate From North Says He Will 
Vote for Charles Evan 

Hughes. 
“The Alaska railroad is a nonpartisan business 

proposition.  Both the republican and Democratic 
parties are pledged to carry on the project and both 
are in honor bound to see it to a successful finish.” 

This was the statement of Judge James 
Wickersham, delegate in congress from Alaska, at 
the Commercial Club yesterday. 

At the speaker’s table with Judge Wickersham 
was Will H. Parry, Seattle’s member of the federal 
trade commission, who in 1914, as a member of 
the Alaska bureau of the Seattle Chamber of 
Commerce, did important work at Washington in 
securing the passage of the railroad bill. 

William F. Eckart, president of the Commercial 
Club, was chairman of the meeting and introduced 
Judge Wickersham. 

“I know that you people here in Seattle have a 
deep interest in Alaska and in the railroad now 
building,” said Judge Wickersham.  “Our interests 
are closely related.  What benefits Alaska 
necessarily benefits Seattle and we share to some 
extent in the benefits of your increasing 
importance.  You realize as well as I that nothing 
has been done so far half so important to the 
development of Alaska as the building of the 
railroad. 
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September 3-5 of the house and senate, and on May 24 I obtained 
from Secretary Lane a letter strongly indorsing the 
railroad project.  After the hearings had been 
finished, President Wilson, on December 6, 1913, 
announced that he was for the measure. 

Both Parties Responsible. 
“Those of you who are interested might take the 

message of President Taft and the message of 
President Wilson and compare them.  You would 
find a striking similarity of language and of thought. 

“As I said before, the Alaska railroad was 
nonpartisan then and it is nonpartisan now.  The 
plan originated with a Republican administration.  
The bill was passed by a Democratic 
administration.  Both parties are in honor bound to 
see the project was carried out. 

“I say this because, whoever tries to make a 
partisan matter of it seeks to destroy it.  It is just as 
certain that it will go forward if Hughes is elected as 
it is if Wilson is elected.  There is no party politics 
in the question. 
“There may be persons who don’t want the road 
built, but it is neither Hughes nor Mr. Wilson.  If 
certain transportation companies are not in favor of 
building the road, it will be well to watch them, but 
as there is no reason to believe that either political 
party will oppose the Alaska railroad, the question 
has no business being mixed with politics.” 

-4th- 
Labor Day - Barnum & Baileys Circus - nothing 
doing. 

-5- 
Wm Blackmon is declaring my endorsement by the 
Unions -Labor Unions - of Seattle & State of 
Washington - & will have their endorsement printed 
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& sent to me at Juneau.  Went with John Schram 
to see Clark Davis! Ry plans, coal prospects etc.  
Met Davis, Dick Kinnear & others interested.  
There are many Alaskans here.  Sent Dan 
Sutherland a telegram to go to Nome for me - also 
to Rustgard to meet me in Ketchikan.  Have my 
ticket & leave on the “Admiral Watson” tonight. 
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6th  
“Admiral Watson” did not leave Seattle till this 
morning about 7:30.  In Gulf of Georgia - Jack 
Leedy, Jim Stephens, Jack, Baird & a small crowd 
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-7- 
Talking politics & getting acquainted.  Queen Char-
lottes Sound. 

-8- 
Quiet voyage & pleasant weather.  Will, reach 
Ketchikan tonight.  Capt. Hickman is master of the 
“Watson”.  They gave me a nice room on board & 
have treated me better than when I went down last 
fall. 
Reached Ketchikan at 7. p.m. met by the band and 
a lot of my friends - a friendly and kind reception, 
which pleases me.  Room 17, in the Revilla Hotel - 
John Rustgard of Juneau here to meet me. 
Things not bad. 
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-9th – 
Around Ketchikan today talking to business men & 
fishermen. 

My first campaign speech tonight at the Red 
Men's Hall, good audience and am assured of the 
support of the laboring fishermen & greater number 
of citizens than I expected. Raining - no boat soon 
to the northward. 

-11th - 
We left Ketchikan last night at 9 oclock on the 
small gasoline boat “Harry” & reached Wrangell 
this morning (Monday 11th) at 9. a.m.  Spent the 
day yesterday (Sunday): with my friends in 
Ketchikan - etc. 
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-11th continued- 
Had a fine meeting tonight at Reedmen’s Hall - 
Rustgard spoke 15 minutes & I an hour & a half - 
We then had a banquet, dance - cards etc. 
It was a fine audience & this town seems friendly 
and promises to give me a good vote. 

-Tuesday 12- 
Spent the forenoon in Wrangell visiting around the 
town - While here I have been at the Hotel kept by 

John Grant, who is betting on me.  At noon we left 
Wrangell on a gasoline boat “Karen.” Capt. 
Johansen, and ran through Dry Pass Straits to 
Petersburg - 3 hours. 
Put up at Wester’s hotel, and had dinner with Mr. & 
Mrs. Miller, 
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the Editor of the Petersburg Report. 
At 8:30 had a fine audience in the Sons of Norway 
Hall -the largest meeting ever held in Petersburg - 
Rustgard spoke 15 min. & then I talked for more 
than an hour - a good meeting.  I am persuaded 
that Ketchikan, Wrangell & Petersburg will each 
give me a good majority vote. 

-13th - 
Visiting around town today and talking with the 
people.  Telegrams say Maine went Republican 
yesterday - Good - and that Poindexter beat 
Humphrey for Senate in the State of Washington - 
Better!  Dinner tonight with Mr. & Mrs. Allen. 
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-14th – 
Waiting for boat to Juneau.  Went down to Scow 
Bay to call on residents & see floating cold storage 
plant in the old sailing ship “Glory of the Seas.”  
Have many friends at Scow Bay and conditions 
better at Petersburg than I expected. (Paid Miller, 
Ed. of Petersburg Report & 50. for printing etc. 
(also paid Stanhope of Wrangell Sentinel the same 
amount). 
Have done well to remain here a day or two but I 
am getting anxious to push on. 

-15th – 
Had dinner at Restaurant last night with Rustgard, 
Miller, Ed. of Petersburg Report, Mayor          
Messrs. Allen 
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& Princeton. 

Left Petersburg at noon today on Steamer “City 
of Seattle.” for Juneau.  Went north on this steamer 
in July 1900! 
It is a beautiful sunny afternoon - the finest I ever 
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saw on Frederick Sound - the Devils Thumb & 
others mountains are free of clouds - its fine. 
Mr. Ward J. Bower, of the U.S. Bureau of 
Fisheries, is on board & we have discussed the 
Alaska fisheries bill etc. at length. 
The new Russian Bishop of Alaska is on board 
enroute to Sitka. 

16th 
Arrived in Juneau this morning at 2. a.m. and put 
up at 
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the Alaska Hotel – Tired. 
Today I had a long talk with Ed. Russell who gave 
me a story of how it happened at Seward etc. - a 
story of “bull con.” 
Also went to see Valentine & talked him into a 
friendly state of mind.  Valentine is cranky but has 
always been my friend - after I talk him out of his 
crank.  Called on Governor Strong & paid my 
respects - met Fred & Phil Bradley of the Treadwell 
mines there - they were pleasant but not 
enthusiastic. 
Invited to dinner at Gov. Strongs - also present 
Bishop Rowe & wife, and a group of his Episcopal 
clergy - all seemed friendly & we had  
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a fine “old sourdough” meal and visit. Mrs. Strong 
is a fine hostess! 

-17th – 
With Valentine, Rustgard and Martin Olson of 
Douglas much today arranging a political 
organization - Find many friends and supporters - 
but much hard work must be done in this locality - it 
is now pretty hard against me! 

-18th - 
Received a letter from “Billie” Blackmon today 
(from Seattle) sending me a strong endorsement 
by the Union Labor Organizations of State of 
Washington - an offset to Sulzer’s endorsement 
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by the Sulzer Labor Union.  Really it is a “corker” - 

signed by the head official of Labor Unions in 
Wash, and is a strong approval of my work in 
Washington as the Delegate from Alaska. 
They also sent me 2500 printed copies! and paid 
for them!  However it is my fear that it will be best 
to have them distributed secretly!  Carefully, 
anyway, so as not to appear too anxious. 

Have been over to Douglas and Treadwell - was 
well received and my friends there will undoubtedly 
give me a good vote - they say a fair majority!  
Rainy. 
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-19th – 
Am to speak in Juneau on Friday evening & 
Douglas on Saturday - Went over to Douglas this 
evening and had dinner with Mr. & Mrs. Henry Brie. 
Also present were Mr. & Mrs. Fred Bradley, Mr. 
and Mrs. Phil Bradley, Dr. & Mrs. Ellis & Mrs. 
Howard – Mrs. Phils mother.  A good dinner, 
visiting & talking today.  Sent long telegram to Dan 
Sutherland, Fairbanks, tonight. 

-20th - 
2500 circular letters from the Trades Union of 
Wash. State, endorsing my candidacy in Alaska 
reached me today.  They will be used in answer to 
Sulzer’s letter from his Western Fed. of M. of 
Sulzer! 
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[letter]  

Washington State Federation of Labor 
Everett, Wash. Sept. 9th, 1916 

Trade Unionists of Alaska,  
Greeting: 
Ordinarily we would not think of making any 
suggestions to you concerning political candidacies 
in your Territory, but in present situation we feel 
justified in doing so.  The interests of labor in the 
entire northwestern group of states, and 
particularly in Washington, is closely allied with the 
interest of labor in Alaska.  We have watched with 
growing concern the efforts of large corporate 
aggregations to tighten their hold upon the wealth 
of your country and have watched the splendid 
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fight waged in Congress by your Delegate, Mr. 
Wickersham. 

It is because we believe Mr. Wickersham is 
fighting in Congress against the exploitation of 
labor and the great natural wealth of Alaska by 
powerful private interest, that we are taking the 
liberty of urging our fellow unionists in Alaska to 
rally to his support in his campaign for reelection. 

Knowing that you will accept this communication 
in the spirit in which it is written and assuring 
you the continued co-operation and good will of 
your fellow trade unionists, we beg leave to remain, 

Fraternally Yours, 
  E.P. Marsh 
President Washington State Federation of Labor 
  Chas. R. Case 
Chairman Legislative Committee, Seattle Central 
Labor Council. 
  J.G. Brown 
President International Shingle Weavers’ Union of 
America. 
  William Short 
Sec.-Treas. Dist. No. 10, United Mine Workers of 
America. 
 
Visiting and talking politics.  Dinner tonight with 
John Rustgard – also present Valentine, Le Fevre, 
O’Connor, Maltby – and a well cooked and 
agreeable dinner it was too. 
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Working politics - with Valentine visited business 
houses - saloons etc. all day - Dinner with Mr. & 
Mrs. Ed. Russell. 

-22nd - 
Worked all forenoon on notes etc for my Coliseum 
speech tonight. 
12 oclock - Speech tonight was a success.  The 
Coliseum is the largest hall in Juneau - seats 900, 
and proprietor who attended the doors tells me 
more than 200 were turned away.  Valentine, 
Mayor Stewart & ex Gov. Brady were on the stage 
with me.  The audience of men and women was 
attentive and fully responsive – Success! 

 
[clipping]  

AN OVERFLOW 
CROWD HEARS 
WICKERSHAM 

Reference to Republican 
House and Senate Brings 

Many Cheers 
EMERY VALENTINE 
BE HIS MANAGER 

For Campaign in First Di- 
vision-Frequently Inter- 
upted by Applause and 

Holds Audience. 
 

MAIN POINTS ABOUT 
WICKERSHAM MEETING 

 
Announcement that Emery Valentine would be 

his manager for this division. 
Secured $500,000 for public building in Juneau 

and money now ready. 
That statehood is the only final remedy for the 

cure of overlapping federal bureaus in Alaska. 
Says met opposition from Democratic Congress 

for “territorial bill.” 
Announcement that with Republican Senate and 

House President Alaska would get real legislation, 
caused the greatest outburst of applause during 
the evening. 

Says he is against government monopoly of 
reservations, such as the forests and the water 
power and fisheries. 

 
Judge Wickersham, delegate to Congress and 

candidate for re-election addressed an overflow 
meeting at the Coliseum theater last evening.  He 
was frequently interrupted with applause.  Many 
women were present.  On the stage with the 
delegate were Mayor B.D. Stewart, Emery 
Valentine and Ex-Governor John G. Brady. 

Mayor Stewart stated that, although of opposite 
political faith, he accepted the invitation to 
introduce the speaker and as the mayor of Juneau, 
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welcomed the delegate to the city. 
Not to Be Feared 

Judge Wickersham began by stating that some 
residents of Juneau seemed to fear that he was 
about to blow off the top of Mt. Juneau and raise 
cain Generally, but assured his hearers that he 
was in a very peaceful mood and did not intend to 
attack any one. 

Speaknig more seriously, the judge said that he 
considered it a great honor to represent Alaska, 
which he had done for eight years, and for a vast 
empire of nearly 600,000 square miles, one-fifth 
the size of the United States, and with the great 
rivers and resources than any other previous 
territory. 

Makes a Report 
“You have a right to know what your [end of 
clipping] 
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-23rd – 
Made a talk today to the Women’s Club in the town 
hall -crowded - and got away fairly - talked on 
libraries, schools, home, etc.  The women seemed 
pleased, - and I was also -it was fairly a success. 
Tonight went over to Douglas - met at the wharf by 
the Mayor & brassband - parade to front street - 
and the big saloon - then to Lyric theater - good 
crowd - and made a bum speech - 
My reception was satisfactory and am promised a 
good majority in Douglas and Treadwell - but my 
speech was a failure. 
Russell, of the Dispatch - today promised to 
support me boldly with his paper - good! 
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[clipping] 
{Juneau Dispatch, Sunday, Sept 24} 
EDITORIAL ANNOUNCEMENT 
The Daily Alaska Dispatch will from this date to 
November 7 devote all its editorial energy toward 
the re-election of James Wickersham as delegate 
to Congress.  The Dispatch has supported James 
Wickersham as a non-partisan candidate for 8 
years.  The Dispatch has done this because it 
believed James W- came nearest to representing 

the people of Alaska as a whole than any other 
candidate before the voters.  The Dispatch now 
believes this to be true at the coming November 
election.  The speech of James Wickersham 
delivered in Juneau on Friday evening was 
constructive.  It was an honest report to the people 
of Alaska of what he had accomplished and what 
he expected to accomplish as the representative of 
all the people of Alaska in the halls of congress.  It 
was not a speech bristling with personalities, 
threats, honeyed words and denouncing terms.  It 
was not one of sectionalism.  It was not one 
seeking support of any particular faction. 
In making the announcement the Dispatch does 
not question the sincerity of any good man or 
woman who aspire to this high honor. 
 
[clipping] 

WICKERHSAM 
TAKES ISLAND 

BY STORM 
Island People Meet Dele- 

gate at Ferry Dock 
With Band 

LYRIC THEATRE 
IS CROWDED 

Wickersham Appeals to Gas- 
tineau Channel to Support 
His Efforts to Secure Best 

Legislation. 
James Wickersham, candidate for re-election to 

congress, took Douglas Island by storm last night.  
At the city dock on his arrival on the 8 o’clock ferry 
was the Douglas band, Mayor O’Connor and other 
dignitaries and the delegate was escorted to the 
Lyric theater, which building was packed to the 
doors by the men and women of the Island. 

James Wickersham was introduced by Mayor 
O’Connor. 

His Honor in introducing the speaker declared he 
was here to welcome Wickersham for the good 
work he had done for the territory.  “I have been on 
the platform with Judge Wickersham before” 
continued the Mayor, “and I received a good 
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flaying.  But I now [end of article] 
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[clipping] 

WICKERSHAM 
MAKES ADDRESS 
BEFORE WOMEN 

Says Fairbanks Has 
Nucleus of University 

Urge Women to Work for Higher 
Education Facilities in 

Territory 
“All we need to do now is to secure an appro-

priation from the territorial legislature for building 
and for the hiring of teachers, etc. and a continuing 
and rotating fund of $50,000 will be available every 
year thereafter for the maintenance of the first 
territorial university in Alaska.” 

In these words Delegate Wickersham speaking 
to the Women’s Club in the city hall yesterday 
afternoon, explained the possibilities for women to 
do work for the advancement of the territory. 

“The territorial treasurer informs me that we have 
$500,000 clear in the treasury now and that there 
is a possibility of another $500,000 within the next 
year. This means that we are going to be able to 
do things for ourselves, that’s what you good 
women ought to take an interest in.  You ought to 
know the school laws and how money is obtained 
for the support of the schools and for the building 
of libraries.  

“There are some women who think it is not 
refined – “not quite nice” - to vote.  But you must.  It 
is your duty to aid the civilizing influences in the 
territory.  Study the situation, pick out the best man 
without regard to the party label on his back and go 
to the polls and vote for him. 

In regard to the agricultural experiment station 
already maintained at Fairbanks with 160 acres 
cleared and bearing hay, oats, barley, wheat, 
vegetables, berries and flowers, Judge 
Wickersham explained that it belongs to the 
territory and will be perpetually maintained by the 
United States government, and forms the nucleus 

of the proposed university.  On the same site will 
be a school of mining-one of the ten in the United 
States- and here the delegate also hopes to have 
an extensive library of Alaskan literature and urged 
the women of Juneau to make an effort to also 
have such a collection in their city. 

“In Sitka-the old capital- hundreds of books and 
papers of historical value are going to ruin through 
neglect.  Mildew and rain are destroying wonderful 
old Russian volumes and documents.  This civic 
club of Juneau could not do a better work than to 
appoint a committee to see that those invaluable 
books are not lost through neglect.  You would do 
yourselves and the territory and your descendants 
a great good, if you will do this. 

Judge Wickersham devoted a very interesting 
section of his talk to his own Alaska library in 
Washington, D.C.- a library in which he is 
endeavoring to gather everything that has been 
written on Alaska.  “I have spent many thousands 
of dollars in gathering these books,” said the judge, 
“and there are 10,000 titles.  For three or four years 
I have been engaged in preparing a bibliography of 
Alaskan literature and this will be printed. 

“One of the first books which we have dealing 
with Alaska was printed in 1728 and is a history of 
China, detailing discoveries along the coast of 
Kamchatka.  The Russians have written almost a 
library about Alaska.  The Germans have 
contributed, and the French once had a fleet of 
vessels at Lituya Bay where they planned to 
establish the Port of France for the fur-traders of 
the Pacific coast, and they have written many 
volumes on Alaska. 

“About 1820 when the call came in to Russia for 
a priest to go to Alaska, the man who was later 
archbishop of the Russian Catholic church, and 
next to the Czar the head of that church, came.  He 
wrote many books.  He visited at Sitka and here at 
Auk village and wrote a book on ‘the Languages of 
the Aleuts.’  He was the truly great man of Alaska 
in church work, and a great writer. 

“The Presbyterian church also sent out 
missionaries who wrote of Alaska, and the 
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Episcopal teachers translated the service and 
various parts of the bible into the language of the 
natives of the Yukon.  These Missionaries have 
done a wonderful work out along the coast.” 

The speaker cited several instances where the 
natives had been taught to read and write was of 
service in administering justice.  One case, in 
which Fred Hardy was being tried at Unalaska for 
the murder of some men, was completely decided 
when an old, dirty and unintelligent looking Eskimo 
was able to produce a diary which he had kept, 
settling the date upon which a certain man had 
been at his place, thus securing conviction of the 
murderer. 

Judge Wickersham stated that he secured copies 
of all these missionaries’ works on Alaska and that 
he also has three speeches made by Secretary of 
State Wm. H. Seward, one at Sitka in 1869, one at 
Victoria and one at Salem, Oregon, all regarding 
Alaska, the existence of which, in print, had been 
unknown even to the famous statesman’s own son. 

In conclusion the delegate urged again the 
importance of preserving the old books at Sitka 
and said: 

“We are going to have a great university at 
Fairbanks.  And we hope you will do the same 
here.” 

Following Judge Wickersham’s speech Mrs. L.M. 
Lewis gave a most interesting talk on “The 
Progress of Women” and an invitation was 
extended by the president of the club, Mrs. Kaser, 
to the numerous visitors present, to join the club. 
 
My efforts to organize my political forces – friends 
& foes alike have been entirely successful.  
Valentine is enthusiastic, the Dispatch has returned 
to my support with greater energy than ever before!  
My defiance to the Shackleford crowd & the threat 
in my “announcement” to prevent confirmation of 
their appointees to office -bears fruit.  Juneau is in 
better shape than I expected to get it and I am 
sanguine of carrying the 1st Div. in Nov.  My friends 
are happy & my organization is stronger than ever. 
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-24th - 
Valentine has just given me a new fountain pen! 
Rainy Sunday: Albert Johnson, M.C. from 
Hoquiam, Wash, in Juneau today - will go to 
Cordova on Alameda this afternoon - Am much 
pleased at the condition in which I have left my 
political organization in Juneau.  When I came 
Valentine was almost unfriendly - I have him 
tonight enthusiastic and active in my behalf - the 
head of  my organization - my political manager! 
The Dispatch has not given me any mention or 
support since the Seward Convention - this 
morning it hoisted my flag at its editorial masthead 
and publicly announces its determination to fight 
my battle till election day! 
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-25th – 
At Sea between Icy Strait & Cordova.  Heavy roll & 
I am seasick in my eyes! 

-26th - 
Reached Cordova at 9. a.m. and went up town to 
visit friends while the boat unloads freight - will be 
here all day.  Find my “fences” here in good order, 
“horse high, bull strong and pig tight.” - so my 
friends tell me.  Visited around town - Harry Steel & 
his paper “Cordova Times” for me strong. - Geo. 
Dooley, candidate for Ter. Senate is for me with his 
whole ticket. 
Sulzer was here but did not speak & went 
westward -probably southward - for he will return 
after I go and make a “follow up” campaign. 
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-27th - 
Alameda still at Cordova dock.  Spent the night at 
the hotel and visiting my friends talking politics. 
Yesterday evening the business men held a 
meeting to talk with Johnson, M.C. from Hoquiam. 
I attended & we had a pleasant meeting - talked 
Alaskan necessities.  Am going to try & get 
combination between Frame & Dooley - they are 
both candidates, Frame on the Progressive Dem. & 
Dooley on Rep. ticket, for Senator - Ronan is the 
straight Dem. & may beat them on as count of 
division - Can I get one to withdraw & thus give the 
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other full vote? 
 

Diary 27, 1916 
September 27-
28 

27 
Alameda sailed for Valdes - reached there in the 
evening - went up town - visited friends.  Dr Boyle 
Kings, Hubbard, etc. 
Geo Grigsby Demo, candidate for Atty Genl is here 
campaigning for Sulzer against me. 

-28th – 
Alameda lay at wharf Valdes all night - I went to 
bed at 2 oclock and am back uptown at 9.  
Beautiful morning, fogs high on the mountain sides, 
the sun filling the spaces down between - a 
glorious day in Valdes harbor.  Alameda sailed at 
noon - across Prince William Sound. - a glorious 
sunny fall day. 
We are at the LaTouche  
 

Diary 27, 1916 
September 28-
29 

28 
dock tonight unloading freight, Have been over to 
Dick Gelinneau’s cigar stand - talking politics - 
seem to have a goodly supply of friends here.  Met 
Dr. Nystrom, Dr Smith, the Supt. & many of the 
men - not bad! 

-29th- 
Arrived at Seward this morning at 8 oclock.  Went 
up town & called on dozens of my friends.  Borgan, 
Whiltimore, McNeilly, Ray, etc. etc.  Ronan is here 
etc. Am assured by my friends that I will carry 
Seward by a big majority.  Left at 1:30 enroute for 
Anchorage - Will return here & speak after going to 
Anchorage. 
Mr. Edes, Ch. Alaska Eng. Com. on board boat for 
Anchorage. 
 

Diary 27, 1916 
September 30 

-30th- 
Arrived at Anchorage this morning at 8 oclock. Met 
at wharf by Alaska Engineering Commission: Edes, 
& Mears, who invited Johnson, M.C. from 
Hoquiam, Wash, & me to go out on the Matanuska 
line to inspect it & see the country.  We spent the 
greater part of the day on the trip & enjoyed it 
greatly.  Went out some miles beyond the Junction 
- near to Moose creek - where the Com. has 

opened a coal mine for their use - returned to town 
in time to give Johnson an hour before the boat 
sailed at 5 oclock -upon which he returned to the 
States. 
Am at Anchorage Hotel - shaking hands with 
friends. 
 

Diary 27, 1916 
September 30 

30 
ANCHORAGE DAILY TIMES 

AND COOK INLET PIONEER. 
ANCHORAGE PUBLISHING CO. 

Anchorage, Alaska. 
CHAS. E. HERRON, Publisher. 

SUBSCRIPTION RATES FOR THE DAILY. 
Single Copies...$  .10       Six Months (in advance) 

...$  5.00 
One Month...       1.00       One Year (in advance)    

... 10.00 
Entered in the Anchorage Postoffice June 5, 1915, 

as second 
class matter under the Act of March 3, 1873. 
For President-CHARLES EVANS HUGHES. 

For Delegate to Congress-JAMES WICKERSHAM. 
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 30, 1916. 

 
ANCHORAGE EXTENDS GREETINGS. 

 
On behalf of this town, the Times wishes to 

express the most cordial and hearty greetings to 
the Hon. James Wickersham, delegate to congress 
from Alaska, who is today the guest of this 
community.  On behalf of this town, The Times 
wishes to express the appreciation of the people in 
this community for the splendid efforts the delegate 
has put forth in behalf of the railway project, so vital 
to the well-being and prosperity of Anchorage. 

The delegate visited Anchorage last year.  At that 
time the railway project was sorely in need of an 
emergency appropriation, so that construction 
could be carried on through last winter.  The 
emergency appropriation was passed by the 
congress, two million dollars becoming available.  
This appropriation relieved the situation here 
immensely.  The delegate was largely instrumental 
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in getting the emergency appropriation through the 
congress.  His promise to the town was fulfilled.  
He has demonstrated his loyalty to the railway 
project, in which the people of this entire country 
are so much concerned, and it would be the height 
of folly to send an untried, inexperienced man as 
our representative in the congress, especially while 
this great development scheme is under 
construction. 
 

Diary 27, 1916 
September 30 

30 
And there is another thing coming up, in which 

we shall need the delegate’s assistance.  We are 
not authorized to speak for the delegate, but we 
know he will favor the proposition, because it 
comprehends the further opening of the resources 
of Alaska.  When the rails are laid to Fairbanks, the 
interior terminus, we propose to agitate for a 
branch railway line leading from a point on the 
main line to the Kuskokwim river.  Such a railway 
line would give transportation to a half dozen good 
mining camps and would tend to develop a vast 
area that can be opened in no other way. 

Delegate Wickersham is serving his fourth term 
as Alaska’s sole representative in the halls of 
congress.  His record is an open book.  He was 
elected as the people’s representative, and he has 
consistently been the people’s representative.  The 
delegate may be opposed by certain alleged 
political bosses and certain grasping corporations 
that cannot use him to their interests, but the 
people are with him and in Alaska the people are 
independent enough to elect whom they choose.  
And they are going to re-elect Delegate 
Wickersham.  Speaking for the entire Cook inlet 
country, it is safe to assert that the delegate will 
sweep the region.  There will be no politics when it 
comes to voting for delegate.  Just yesterday, one 
of the leading democrats of the town said that he 
proposed to vote for Delegate Wickersham, 
although he would support Grigsby, Price and 
Cannon, three democratic candidates for office.  
Many democrats will take a similar view.  Hence, it 
is easy to predict a rousing victory for the delegate 

in this community. 
While of course we are more concerned about eh 

delegate matter, we must not forget that we have 
another distinguished visitor in Anchorage today, in 
the person of Congressman Johnson, of the state 
of Washington, who accompanied the delegate to 
this point.  We have had occasion to follow the 
record of the Washington delegation in the 
congress, and we are here to say that in 
Congressman Johnson Alaska has a loyal friend 
and advocate.  The congressman is a warm 
supporter of the railway project, and after his visit, 
when he shall have had an opportunity to see for 
himself the development that has followed 
construction work, we are sure he will take even 
greater interest in our affairs. 

 
This locality seems to be very friendly to my 
candidacy. 
 

Diary 27, 1916 
October 1 

-October 1st - 
Sunday, but I have met many friends & further 
extended my acquaintance.  Had dinner this 
evening - my friend Frank Cannon of Knik as my 
guest. 
Recd, following telegram:  

Fairbanks, Alaska, Sept. 30, 1916  
James Wickersham, Anchorage 
The Times straight Republican daily has 
unqualifiedly endorsed you and hereby offers you 
its columns and editorial page to do with as you 
see fit in the interest of your campaign. 
This unsolicited offer is made because we believe 
the best interests of the territory demands your 
return to Washington.  Allow me to personally 
extend my services in your behalf as well as that of 
the paper I control.   
 

Diary 27, 1916 
October 1-3 

1 
You should carry forth three to one.  

Louis Klopsch, editor. 
I am informed that both the Times and the Citizen 
are giving me support, while the News-Miner is 
supporting McGowan & Sulzer - for $3500. Whisky 
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Trust money!! 
-2nd – 

Visiting around town - talking.  Cobb, candidate for 
Atty. Genl. spoke at Roberts Hall tonight to a good 
audience. 

-3rd- 
Same as yesterday.  Went out along the newly 
constructed Ry. line, south of town on gasoline car 
7 miles, visit of inspection.  The first meeting of the 
Anchorage 
 

Diary 27, 1916 
October 3-4 

3 
Pioneers - met tonight and I spoke to them for half 
an hour.  It was a pleasant meeting & Sam McNeill 
presided. 

Dinner tonight with several business men - called 
on Alaska Engineering Com. - Edes & Mears. 
 

-4th – 
Consulting with friends - calling & general political 
activities.  Bob. Hunter, Frame & other of my 
friends invited me to have dinner with them at 
“Skookum” Johnsons restaurant - bunkhouse - 
roadhouse. 
“Skookum” is my old time Cleary Creek friend and 
talked as usual from soup to cigars.  He has a big 
crowd of “guests” & is friendly in a political way. 
 

Diary 27, 1916 
October 5 

-5th - 
Made my speech at the Union Hall tonight.  The 
“Union” held me up for $80.00 hall rent - that’s 
what one gets for securing the Ry. Appropriations 
for Union men! 
John Frame, Ed. of the ”49th Star” presided and I 
talked two hours - it was not a success, for I talked 
just plain business matters to them - there were no 
jokes - no fun -no row- & too many people -to go to 
such a place for entertainment rather than 
information.  I was satisfied with my speech but 
some of my friends were not!  Still I made no 
accusations, did not flail any one -& made no 
enemies - got off right! 
 

Diary 27, 1916 5 

October 5 ANCHORAGE, ALASKA, THURSDAY, OCTOBER 
5, 1916 

DELEGATE JAMES WICKERSHAM TO 
SPEAK TO PEOPLE OF ANCHORAGE 

AT THE LABOR TEMPLE TONIGHT 
Everything is auspicious, even unto the 

elements, for a perfect night-for Wickersham night.  
The boys are coming in form the hills; Matanuska, 
Knik and the neighboring towns have sent their 
quota of Wickersham supporters and the entire 
population of Anchorage will turn out tonight to do 
honor to their idol and Alaska’s delegate. 

The Honorable James Wickersham will speak 
tonight in Labor Union hall at 8 o’clock and it will be 
the biggest and best rally ever held in Anchorage 
or the coast towns.  From all indications the big hall 
will be taxed to seating and standing room 
capacity.  There is no sense in anyone staying at 
home, for if they do they will be lonesome.  There 
will be other celebrities there, too, but Judge 
Wickersham will be the principal attraction and he 
has many things of interest to tell the Anchorage 
voter in connection with the coming election. 

“Wickersham Day.” will be observed universally 
all over the territory November the 7th when the 
Alaska voters will prove their fidelity and appre-
ciation by sending him back to congress. 

“Wickersham Night” will be appropriately 
observed in Anchorage tonight at Labor Union Hall 
and the speaking commences at 8 o’clock. 
 
The Times” is giving me good advertising in every 
issue. 
 

Diary 27, 1916 
October 6 

6th 
Left Anchorage at 2 oclock this morning -after my 
speech last night - on the small gasoline boat – 
“Alaska.”  We reached the south end of Fire Is. but 
when we tried to get into Turnagain Arm - we found 
a gale blowing - tide rips - big waves & waters so 
threatening that we were forced back and returned 
to Anchorage at 3 oclock this afternoon - where I 
will wait for the “Mariposa.” 
Intended to go to the upper end of Turnagain arm 
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& take the railroad there for Seward. 
The times gives me a big boost on my speech of 
last night - the Labor paper says it was a frost - 
which was right? 
 

Diary 27, 1916 
October 7 

-7th - 
Resting quietly at the hotel. 
The Mariposa will be here tomorrow. 
The “Labor Union” leader, Charles Peters, (“Paddy 
the Dane”) is trying to get my friends to put up 
money for his influence with the Union.  I decline to 
be a party to such transaction – I would not trust 
him even if he agreed to deliver!  Things political 
here are in good shape.  Chas. E. Herron is the 
owner of the “Times” the leading paper – he is 
supporting me vigorously – while John Frame, the 
Ed & owner of the 49th Star is doing likewise.  
These are the only papers, except the new Labor 
paper, north of Seward – Frame is erratic – but 
honest – a bright vigorous man.  Herron is trying to 
“get even” with the Shackleford 
 

Diary 27, 1916 
October 8-9 

-8th- 
Sunday – the Mariposa came into the harbor at 
noon.  We went on board at 6 oclock & will go out 
some time tonight.  I am quite satisfied with my 
campaign here.  I leave with the assurances from 
my friends that I will get 75% of the total vote for 
Delegate! 

-9th- 
Our boat left Anchorage harbor this morning about 
6 oclock.  The fog cleared away – and when we 
went between the “Forelands”  the mountains 
began to glisten in the sun.  All day long we have 
gone down the central line of Cook Inlet.  Redoubt, 
Illiamna, Douglas and Augustine – a beautiful 
range 5000 feet high topped with the 10,000 ft. 
peaks! 
 

Diary 27, 1916 
October 9 

9 
I am getting greatly disgusted with Geo. Dooley, 
the Republican candidate for Senator from the (3rd 
Division) district.  He is following me every where & 
making himself a part of my campaign – talks of 

“our speech”.  and, when he is sober or not housed 
up somewhere with a whore, he is making it 
appear that I am his sponsor.  He is weak – a 
woman and a bottle of whiskey will win him over to 
the fishing or other big interests and it will be very 
harmfull to the public good if he is elected to the 
Legislature as he may be with the support of my 
friends.  I would much rather see Frame elected on 
the Progressive Democratic ticket, but fear the big 
interests will drag Dooley through! 
 

Diary 27, 1916 
October 9 

9 
When the Mariposa came into Anchorage, Col. 
Richardson, Pres. Alaska Board of Rd. Com. came 
with her - and he is on board - returning with us to 
Seward.  He has a double column article in the 
“Seward Gateway” attacking me - or rather 
defending himself - on the Road Appro.  He almost 
weeps in his effort to claim the credit for increasing 
the Road appro, from $150,000 (which he 
recommended) to $500,000.  Poor old Dick — too 
much whisky! 

Edes, Pres. Alaska Eng. Com. in charge of Govt. 
Ry. is aboard - & he and Col. R- are in constant 
consultation. This boat belongs to the Alaska 
Syndicate - hence I get the poorest room & worst 
accommodations on board - but I just grin & keep 
still! 
 

Diary 27, 1916 
October 10-11 

-10th- 
Came into Seward this morning at 2 a.m. went to 
the McNeely Hotel - Visited many people & looked 
the town over. Cannot get a hall - until after the 
picture show - so I Stake that. 

Speech in A.B. Hall tonight to good big audience 
- well received and feel that left good impression. 

-11th- 
Left Seward this forenoon at 10 oclock on Admiral 
Watson. Leave things in Seward in good shape, 
and my friends are full of assurance of victory here. 
Touched at LaTouche this afternoon for half an 
hour -Dick Gilleneau & other friends called assure 
me of good results here. 
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Diary 27, 1916 
October 12 

-12- 
Arrived in Valdes at midnight last night & put up at 
the Phoenix Hotel with my old friend Dr Van 
Gunther.  Today am visiting my friends etc.  
Tonight had a meeting with a number of business 
men on receipt of a telegram from the Clerk of the 
Interstate Commerce Commission, who has fixed 
Nov. 1 to hear Rate Cases at Cordova.  Am trying 
to get Valdes merchants interested & get ready 
their complaints for presentation to the 
Commission’s agent at Cordova at the time fixed.  
They will meet again tomorrow to take some united 
action in the matter. 
 

Diary 27, 1916 
October 13-14 

-13th- 
Fixing fences etc. 
Another meeting tonight with business men in re 
Rate Case.  Sent telegrams to Interstate 
Commerce Commission to get dates set for 
hearings. 
Telegrams to Henry Ray, & Jeffery about Snow 
letter etc. 

The Ladies Auxiliary of the Pioneers held a social 
session and lunch on tonight - for me - I talked to 
them & we had a pleasant hour.  Dinner with Dr & 
Mrs. Boyle. 

-14th- 
Telegram from Ray saying he had made error in 
Snow letter matter - the letter was one written by 
Sulzer against the liquor interest etc. 
 

Diary 27, 1916 
October 14 

14 
The Pioneers gave me a Sour Dough lunch today - 
from 12 m to 2 p.m. - 200 present and an enjoyable 
time. 

Speech tonight to a crowded house - the A.B. 
Hall.  The Mayor Patterson presided.  Col Willard & 
Senator Hubbard spoke 10 minutes each, after 
which I spoke for an hour and a half - My speech 
was well received - my friends were highly 
delighted - and I was quite satisfied with the effort.  
I leave for Cordova tomorrow on a small boat - 
Things here are in as good condition as I can ask 
for - far better than when I came - We will carry this 

town by a good fair majority! 
 

Diary 27, 1916 
October 15-16 

-15th- 
Left Valdes this morning on the “Shamrock,” 
Captain Tim. Marcum. for Cordova where we 
arrived safely at 8 p.m.  Geo. Dooley, candidate for 
Territorial Senator, also two merchant salesmen, & 
two other men, on the boat.  Stopped at Ellamar for 
an hour & generally the trip was a good one.  Am 
now at the “Alaska Hotel” etc. 

-16th- 
Visiting with my Cordova friends - writing letters 
etc.  Some letters & telegrams here - conditions in 
Territory seem to be encouraging - this town 
seems friendly. 
 

Diary 27, 1916 
October 17-18 

-17th – 
Letter from Russell, Dispatch, Juneau, giving me 
encouraging news from that division.  Also 
telegram from Ray, at Fairbanks advising me that 
conditions there are satisfactory, and that I had 
better go to Juneau! 
Had a fine “duck dinner” tonight with Judge Frazier 
& three other hunters.  Every fall, as I come this 
way he -gives me such a dinner.  He cooks the 
ducks himself - gets them on Copper River flats. 

18th - 
Speech tonight at Theater - well attended - big 
audience for Cordova & am satisfied - paid $30. for 
House for speech 
 

Diary 27, 1916 
October 19-20 

-19th- 
Left Cordova at 8 a.m. on the Copper Riv. & N.W. 
Ry. for Chitina. - the Co. sent their private car up 
for Steve Birch’s brother & asked me - Dooley & 
Horan Leach to occupy it. 
At Chitina staid all night at Chitina House - Oscar 
Breedman, prop. & visited around.  Will speak here 
on my return from McCarthy where I will go 
tomorrow. 

-20th- 
Reached McCarthy at 2. p.m.  The manager of the 
Kennecott mines refused to let me speak there - 
but invited me to come up tomorrow & visit the men 
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& talk  
 

Diary 27, 1916 
October 20 

20 
to them personally. 
Recd, telegram today:  

Fairbanks, Oct 20, 1916 
James Wickersham, Cordova. 
Our opinion you and Sutherland will get sixty five 
per cent vote fourth division, seventy five per cent 
Fairbanks vote.  This, conservative estimate. 

Dan Driscoll 
E.R. Peoples. 

Hope they are conservative! 
My speech tonight was made in a big floored tent - 
there was a big audience present & things passed 
off pleasantly & to my satisfaction.  Got along fine 
& made good impression - friends say I will carry 
majority here. 
 

Diary 27, 1916 
October 21-22 

-21- 
Visiting around - 
Went up to Kennecott Copper Co’s mill - Smith the 
manager in charge, took me around & introduced 
me to the few men around the plant - but as they 
work 3 shifts we saw but few - None at Bonanza & 
Jumbo mines.  Dance tonight & I showed my face 
for an hour. 
Raining - raining hard. 

-22- 
Sunday - Attended Socialist meeting - Mrs. Lena 
Morrow Lewis spoke.  Dinner at Blackburn supper 
with Barretts - Attended Movie Picture Show at 
Kennecott. 
 

Diary 27, 1916 
October 23-24 

-23rd- 
Left McCarthy for Chitina this a.m.  Chitina House - 
found the stage in from Fairbanks - Hess, Jack 
McCormack & two or three others in.  They say I 
will carry the interior by a good majority.  Spoke to 
a good house tonight at Chitina - A.B. Hall - but did 
not get up much steam.  Am tired & glad my 
speaking campaign is ended. 

-24- 
On train from Chitina to Cordova tonight - Sulzer 

made a speech at the Theater tonight - my friends 
say a good one - and effective.  He goes westward 
on the Admiral Watson - which waited all day for 
him.  
 

Diary 27, 1916 
October 25-26 

-25- 
Have spent the day in preparing the Mes for attack 
on Sulzer & Ronan on their records as enemies of 
Union Labor - in answer to their attack on me.  
Sent a copy to the Anchorage Times with 
instructions to print in pamphlet form – 2500 copies 
& distribute there. 
Mrs. Lewis, the Socialist candidate for Delegate 
spoke here tonight & roasted Sulzer - she 
answered many of his criticisms of me. 

-26- 
Resting - visiting etc.  Dinner with Mr. & Mrs. 
Cartwright - DeLeo & wife & Harry Thisted also 
present.  Sending telegrams to Fairbanks in 
explanation of my non-appearance. 
 

Diary 27, 1916 
October 27 

-27th - 
Sent out telegrams to Fairbanks explaining that on 
account of the Alaska Ry Case hearings on Nov. 
10, it was not possible for me to come to the 
interior.  Other passengers here today from the 
interior - reports that I will carry the usual vote, but 
there seems to be a lack of enthusiasm. 
Wrote Debbie a letter - our 36th Anniversary - 
married 36 years ago today. 
 
[clipping]  

CHAIRMAN WOOD  
IS OUT FOR  

WICKERSHAM 
WASHINGTON, Oct. 27.- In a statement today 

by its chairman, Representative Frank P. Woods, 
of Iowa, the national Republican congressional 
committee urged the re-election of Judge James 
Wickersham as a delegate to congress from 
Alaska. 

“Alaskans could not select a better man to 
represent the territory in congress than Judge 
Wickersham,” said Chairman Woods. 
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Diary 27, 1916 
October 27-28 

27 
“His long service in congress for more than 

seven years has equipped him, from experience in 
congressional affairs, to represent the people of 
Alaska in Washington better than anyone else in 
the territory.  Always vigilant for the interests of 
Alaska and the nation, Judge Wickersham is one of 
the most valuable public servants in congress. 

“A study of his work as a member of the 
territories, mines and mining, public lands, military 
affairs and Indian affairs committees, shows that 
he has done more in congress for the development 
of Alaska than any other member. 

“The national Republican congressional 
committee believes that the people of Alaska will 
recognize the eminent services and high character 
of Judge Wickersham by re-electing him as a 
delegate to congress by a large majority.” 

 
The above telegram in this evenings paper gives 
me the endorsement of the Republican Cong. 
Com. Good. 

-28th- 
Sent long telegram to Juneau Dispatch in answer 
to inquiry as to my plans.  Told them am remaining 
here for Alaska Rate Case hearings on Nov. 10.  
Dinner tonight with Bob Gottschalk & wife. 
 

Diary 27, 1916 
October 29-30 

-29th- 
Snowy Sunday. 

Town full of people from the interior waiting for 
the boat to go south.  Dinner tonight with the 
Leach’s & DeLeo’s. 

-30th- 
Doing politics & gathering date for use in Hearings 
of the Interstate Com. Rate Case to be begun here 
on Nov 10th  “Mariposa” in tonight and the 
Fairbanks crowd - Hess, the N.C. steamboat crowd 
& others went south.  Dinner with Harry Thisted at 
“Castle Inn.” on the wharf -present Harry, Mr. & 
Mrs. McDonald, (sister of Mrs. Castle) and her 
brothers - the Nettleton boys - a very enjoyable one 
- we talked politics! 

 
Diary 27, 1916 
October 31-
November 1 

-31st- 
Same as yesterday. 

Nov 1st. 
Took in the C.R. & N.W. Ry. shops today - master 
mechanic.  Harry Steel Ed. Cordova Times & H.P. 
King from Valdes to dinner with me.  Reports from 
Ter. good.  Telegram from Dan Sutherland Nome, 
saying conditions there are good - that I will get a, 
good majority.  Many offers of money to bet on me 
but no takers.  It really looks as if I may be elected 
again.  Sending out telegrams & keeping close 
control on territorial conditions. 
 

Diary 27, 1916 
November 2-4 

-Nov. 2.- 
Sent out telegram to Alaska newspapers today 
advising them of Alaska Rate Case hearings - also 
mentioning fact that Bogle for Kennecott Copper 
Corporation & Grosscup for other SS Go’s will 
represent those interests while I represent Alaska, 
etc. 
Dinner with Dr & Mrs. Chase. 

-Nov. 3.- 
Snowy & wintry. 
Steamer ”Northwestern” in from Juneau - friends 
on board say conditions look better for me in first 
division. 

-Nov. 4.- 
Things political quiet but satisfactory - in Cordova - 
so far as I can now see. 
 

Diary 27, 1916 
November 5-6 

-Nov 5.- 
Snow Sunday. Telegram from Ray saying 
Thompson of the Fairbanks News Miner was 
roasting me & claiming that I was not giving the 
facts etc. about setting Alaska Rate Case.  I sent 
him a long telegram tonight for publication to-
morrow.  Well, things are ready for the big battle of 
ballots on Tuesday.  I do not know of anything left 
undone -or anything else to do! I am ready – 

-Nov. 6- 
Telegrams to various parts of the Territory and 
looking after conditions here at Cordova, where 
things look good for tomorrow, (over 
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Diary 27, 1916 
November 6 

6 
The evening before Election. 
Tomorrow morning the people of this territory will 
begin to vote - & the day will determine if they are 
satisfied with me as their Delegate - & want me to 
serve for another two years.  I do not know of 
anything I have left undone to present my 
candidacy to them fully, and I am ready for the 
verdict. 
If I win I will go on as I have for the last eight years 
- if the decision is against me I will reorganize my 
law business & set to work to make some money - 
the making of which I have wholly neglected for 
sixteen years while serving as Judge & Alaska’s 
Delegate in Congress. 
 

Diary 27, 1916 
November 6 

6 
The “Alameda” will come into the harbor tonight or 
in the morning with the Examiner of the Interstate 
Commerce Commission & the attorneys of the 
Steamship and Railroad Companies to take the 
evidence in the Alaska Rate Cases - to begin 
Saturday, the 11th, and in which I am to represent 
the Samson Hd. Co. & the people of Alaska.  The 
purpose of our suit is to secure a reduction of the 
present excessive rates & control of the 
transportation lines, - to prevent discrimination in 
favor of certain shippers & to establish through & 
joint - reasonable - rates for transportation of 
freight & passengers. 
 

 [inside back cover] 
SAMPLE BALLOT 

THIRD JUDICIAL DIVISION 

Diary 27, 1916 
November 7 

November 7th, 1916 
ELECTION DAY. 

CORDOVA, ALASKA. 
Have remained here at the Alaska Hotel since 

concluding my speaking campaign.  Election 
started off slow this morning but my friends 
enthusiastic & are cheered by a letter coming this 
morning from Ed. Russell on last nights mail on the 
“Alameda” saying we would carry the first (Juneau) 
Division by a small majority.  My Democratic & 
Socialist opponents are both at Anchorage. 
 

Diary 27, 1916 
November 7 

Nov. 7 
midnight 
Cordova gave me 44 majority and Eyak 10 - 
McCarthy a majority - but other small precincts up 
the Copper River are against me. 
I am beaten 35 votes in Valdes!  The Yukon river 
towns all gave majorities against me & even 
Douglas - near Juneau! 
On the face of all the returns to the time the 
telegraph office closed I am defeated - There is a 
chance yet that Fairbanks, Nome, Ruby, Seward, 
Anchorage & the Juneau division may pull me out - 
but on the face of all we have to closing time 
tonight I am defeated! (over) 
 

Diary 27, 1916 
November 7-8 

7 
The returns from the States indicates that Hughes 
is elected! 
It also seems that Sutherland is defeated by 
McGowan!  The returns tomorrow will be 
necessary to tell the tale, but I go to bed tonight 
feeling that the decision is against me.  The 
Railroad bill - my 35,000,000 success is the case 
of it!  Well, I’ll take a good sleep & see what 
tomorrow shows. 

-Nov 8.- 
My election is doubtful. 
I carried Ketchikan by 87 - but lost Juneau, Thane, 
Treadwell & Douglas by a much larger vote. 
I have carried Anchorage by 90 & also Nome & 
Fairbanks  
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Diary 27, 1916 
November 8 

8 
but lost everything along the Yukon river from 
Eagle to St Michael - the N.C. Co’s work. 
Seward gave me a good majority.  The Juneau 
Dispatch claims my election by 300 - the Valdes 
Prospector claims Sulzer has a lead of 224.  The 
truth is that there are so many precincts yet 
unreported that its anyone’s race - no one can yet 
tell who. 
Some scattered Reports. 
 
[clipping showing election results for the first 
division] 
 

Diary 27, 1916 
November 8 

8 
[clipping showing election results for the second, 
third and fourth divisions.] 
 

Diary 27, 1916 
November 9-10 

-9th – 
My election is in such doubt that probably nothing 
less than the final count by the Returning Board will 
settle it. Nothing new. 

-10- 
The Interstate Commerce Examiner, accompanied 
by Bogle, General Counsel for the Kennecott 
Copper Co, C.R. & N.W. Ry Co. & Alaska SS. Line, 
Grosscup, representing the Admiral & Pacific 
Coast Co’s & Gorham representing the White Pass 
companies, are here & I waived time and today 
began talking testimony in the Alaska Rate Cases - 
An important Case. 
 

Diary 27, 1916 
November 11-12 

-11th – 
Hearings on Alaska Rate Case today and all 
witnesses here fully examined have now go to 
Juneau to continue further hearings.  Leave on the 
“Northwestern” tonight - 
Nothing definite yet about Election - some doubts 
though I have gained some precincts - but do not 
think enough. 

-12th- 
We left Cordova this day on the “Northwestern” for 
Juneau.  Heavy “Southeaster” blowing - high winds 
& rain -lay out behind Hinchenbrook Island all night 

- rolling in the trough of the sea waiting for better 
weather. 
 

Diary 27, 1916 
November 13-16 

-13- 
Pushed out southward into heavy storm & high 
seas – bad - 

-14- 
Our boat loaded with 1700 tons of copper ore (from 
Cordova-Kennecott) & could not make time - just 
wallowing in the sea & everybody sick. 

-15th- 
Same as yesterday.  Heavy sea broke cabin door 
& nearly drowned me in my berth – 

-16- 
We finally came into Icy Straits this forenoon after 
the heaviest storm I ever experienced. 
Arrived in Juneau tonight - no new election returns 
- same doubt & uncertainty - there can be no result 
until the Returning Board makes the final count in a 
month or so! 
 

Diary 27, 1916 
November 17-18 

-17th – 
Hearing before Examiner of Inter State Commerce 
Commission this afternoon at Customs House on 
Alaska Rate Case. 
Examined Chas. Goldstein, merchant & Ed. C. 
Russell, Ed. Dispatch.  Hearings tomorrow. 

18th- 
Hearings Alaska Rate Case continued today - 
Rustgard gave much of the interior history of the 
Yukon River rate combinations & Phil Bradley told 
as little as he could about the special contract 
which his company (Treadwell Min. Co) had with 
the Pac. Coast S.S. Co.  It seems to me I am 
making a good record but opposition counsel laugh 
at it, & say they fear not. 
 

Diary 27, 1916 
November 18 

18 
[letter from Debbie] 
Washington D.C. Nov. 11th, ‘16. 
My dear husband. 
Some people may think you are to be pitied - and 
want to sympathize with you - but as far as I am 
concerned I think you are to be congratulated.  You 
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have worked long enough for other people and got 
nothing but kicks for it.  Now we will try it for 
ourselves awhile, and I want you to decide for your 
self what you want to do. 
I would just as soon go to Alaska as to remain in 
Seattle, and if I ever get back to you I don’t much 
care where we are - so we are together.  I felt 
dreadfully over Hughes’s defeat at first - but every 
thing has its compensations - and to see Geo. W. 
Wickersham throw up his hands and “holler” 
comforts me greatly.  The progressives took their 
spite out on Wall Street and I can’t say I blame 
them - only it was too bad to make a fine man like 
Hughes the “goat” -but if he had been elected I 
don’t think you and Dan would have had much 
show with him. 
I had a lovely trip with Darrell from N.Y. to Buffalo 
in his auto - spent a month with him and would 
have stayed longer, only he is traveling most of the 
time - and also trying to study for his exams, which 
they expect to come up in December, and I wanted 
to get where I could see the Alaska papers.   
When George got your telegram saying you would 
not be here before the middle of December I could 
have wept - it seemed so long.  I try not to feel blue 
- but when I think of you having to start all over 
again and your age - and how helpless I am I 
certainly have to whistle hard to keep up my 
courage. 
but I guess that is more homesickness than 
anything else.  This election has been very 
interesting and some very funny things have 
happened - Hadley came within a few votes of 
being defeated by a woman - and oh-how I hoped 
he would be - he got the scare of his life anyway - I 
was glad to see Poindexter win.  I am at Mrs. 
Morton’s in our old room and will stay here until 
you come –then we must go back to Congress Hall 
and finish in a blaze of glory - I have to laugh when 
I think of our side of the dining room - beginning 
with the first - table - Davenport was defeated - 
then table 2 – Senator Kern – table 3 – Cullofs 
(from duchess) table 4 Adair – table 5 Cline – table 
six Hughes – and “we are seven.”  so you see we 

will not be lonely.  reads like a “bridge party” 
doesn’t it.  I think the great regret the defeated 
members will leave is to think they are leaving just 
as the first woman to sit in congress is coming – 
my what a good time she will have.  Do you know, I 
feel as though I would like to go right home to 
Fairbanks.  I could stand Mrs. Rickert and Mrs. 
McGowan, but I can’t bear to think of you being 
insulted by Irwin and Brunnell, however we will not 
cross any bridges in advance.  I haven’t written you 
before because I thought you were going to 
Fairbanks, and would not receive them.  Com as 
soon as you can. 

With Love Debbie. 
Darrell is sick over having Daniels another four 
years. 
 
The above letter from Debbie is so typical of her 
clean, solid and lovable character that I have 
pasted it here hoping to retain it as long as I live & I 
hope almost now - quite so - that I am elected for 
her sake, but if not I’ll certainly see to it that she 
loses nothing in comfort or happiness by the 
change. 
Personally I have felt a sense of relief that I may be 
free from the heavy burden of duty to Alaska which 
she, equally with me, has so aided me to carry for 
nearly sixteen years.  God bless her. 
 

Diary 27, 1916 
November 18 

18 
Editorial from the Washington Times.  Written by 
Welliver I suppose. 
 
[clipping] 

SURPRISES IN THE VOTING 
One of the early signs that something 

astonishing was in the political atmosphere, was 
the vote of Milwaukee in the Presidential primary 
early in the summer.  President Wilson received an 
overwhelming indorsement from the popular vote 
then cast.  That he should receive more votes than 
all other candidates for Presidential nominations, 
on all other tickets, was an eye-opener.  It made a 
good many people marvel.  The most German city 
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in the country seemed willing to take especial 
trouble to indorse Mr. Wilson.  One explanation 
was that the solidarity of the German opposition to 
Wilson had driven all the rest to support him; a 
more plausible was that there was no “German 
vote” when it came to voting, and that the Germans 
divided as always. 

Now comes the election results with a list of such 
eccentricities, not yet nearly completed.  Wilson 
carried St. Louis, one of the greatest German 
centers; the Republicans carried Cincinnati by a 
very low majority, that city being another German 
center.  The Germans are very strong in Omaha, 
yet Nebraska goes Democratic, though Omaha’s 
German vote was counted likely to be a powerful 
factor against Democratic success in the State. 

New Hampshire [?] that is [?].  If it hasn’t gone 
Democratic, it has come so near as to make it 
almost Democratic.  Doubtless the explanation 
dates back to the State’s revolt against the old 
Boston and Maine regime which bossed it for many 
years.  Under Churchill, Bass, and others, the 
protest took form; there came an awakening; the 
State accidentally chose a Democratic Senator four 
years ago because of the Republican split; there 
was war prosperity in its industrial centers, and the 
rural population may be assumed to have been 
influenced largely by the kept-us-out-of war 
argument. 
[Wickersham has outlined the next paragraph] 

Looking for surprises, again, who would have 
guessed, after reading the sort of literature that has 
given us our impressions of Alaska, that it would go 
dry?  Well, it is now claimed that every town in the 
Territory went dry, and that prohibition had one of 
its most sweeping victories there!  Doing this, 
Alaska turned its back on “Jim” Wickersham, the 
most loyal, useful, effective representative that any 
Territory ever had in Congress - and elected in his 
stead a brother of the “Same old Bill” Sulzer!  Truly, 
politics is a great game. 
 

Diary 27, 1916 
November 19 

-19th- 
A Rainy Sunday! 

The Juneau Bar Assoc. asked me to attend a 
meeting which I did in the matter of securing a new 
or additional judge in the District Court here - 
advised them to apply to the Dept. of Justice! 
Called at Executive Mansion & had long & pleasant 
call with Gov & Mrs. Strong.  They are particularly 
kind -and invited me to dinner this evening but I 
was forced to decline because I had accepted an 
invitation from Mr. & Mrs. Ed. C. Russell. Long talk 
with Ed. about practical politics - he is an old style 
machine man & believes it the only practical plan. 
 

Diary 27, 1916 
November 20 

-20th- 
Waiting for the “Prince Rupert” & will go to Seattle 
on her.  Spent the day in gathering certified copies 
of court records & reports, in White Pass, N.C. Co. 
Copper River & N.W. Ry. Co. - in the Alaska Rate 
Case.  Find much important testimony in these 
official reports.  Also have now copy of the secret 
rate contract of the Alaska Treadwell Min. Co. & 
other records making up a strong case for the 
people in the Rate Case. 
Dinner tonight with Gov & Mrs. Strong - Judge 
Gorham present, Leave Valentine & Rustgard  
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November 20 

20 
Ed. Russell & Juneau, generally in good humor.  
The election returns keep coming in from outside 
precincts & generally favorable to me.  The 
following from this afternoon Juneau Empire. 
My bitterest foe gives their case against me — my 
friends figure that I am elected to a good fair 
majority: 
Juneau Empire Figures and they are growing 
smaller. 
 
[clipping] 

SULZER REMAINS 
IN LEAD, HAS 82 

VOTES PLURALITY 
Sulzer Wick 

First Division 2,387 1,894 
Second Division   589    762 
Third Division 1,636 1,894 
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Fourth Division 1,592 1,572 
Totals  6,204 6,122 
Additional recheck on the returns from certain 
precincts of the First Division show that Charles A. 
Sulzer has lost 22 votes, which had been credited 
to him and Wickersham gained 3 votes over the 
figures previously received by the Empire. 
 

Diary 27, 1916 
November 20 

20 
We hope the remaining precincts will show gains 
for me - & are now satisfied the result is already in 
our favor not withstanding that liars figure! 
 
[clipping from above continued] 
This cuts Sulzers plurality in the First Division from 
518 to 493, and cuts his lead on the Territory from 
160 to 82, with the additional returns received 
today. 

This recheck is due to the fact that figures 
received by The Empire from three precincts in the 
Division were not reported correctly. 

The vote at Charcoal Point had been reported as 
45 for each Sulzer and Wickersham, but the 
corrected returns are 35 for Sulzer and 48 for 
Wickersham.  Beaver Falls had been reported 36 
for Sulzer and 2 for Wickersham, but the actual 
vote was 8 for Sulzer and 4 for Wickersham.  This 
makes a difference in favor of Wickersham of 25 
votes. 

The count now stands 2,387 as Sulzer’s vote in 
the First Division, and 1,894 for Wickersham, 
making the balance 493 in favor of Sulzer.  The 
only two precincts in this Division yet to be heard 
from are Shakan and Yakutat.  At the former 
precinct there were but 8 votes cast and there are 
but possibly 4 at Yakutat.  It is estimated that 
Sulzer will receive a majority of 7 of the 12 votes 
still to be reported which will make his majority 
from this Division an even 500 votes. 

Additional returns received today from the Third 
Division give Sulzer 39 and Wickersham 80 votes 
out of a total of 119 votes cast in six precincts in 
that Division.  The total vote in that Division now 
stands Sulzer 1,636 and Wickersham 1,894, 

making Wickersham’s majority in that Division 258.  
It is expected that the returns from other precincts 
offset the greater part of this majority. 

Six Precincts Reported 
VALDEZ Nov. 20.-Additional returns have been 

received from six precincts in this Division with a 
total of 119 votes cast, which gave Wickersham 80 
and Sulzer 39.  The precincts reported are Susitna, 
McDougal, Cache Creek, Wasilla, Willow Creek 
and Hope.  The figures of the Valdez Prospector 
how give Wickersham 1,894 as his total vote for 
the Division so far reported and Sulzer 1,636. 
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November 20 

20 
The Canvassing Board will not undertake to 
examine the election returns & cast up the balance 
before the last of January & in the meantime the 
Board is composed entirely of my opponents - Gov. 
Strong, Sec. of Territory Davidson and Collector of 
Customs Pugh are the members of the Board -all 
Democrats! and some of my friends are afraid!  But 
I am not.  Gov. Strong and Sec. Davidson are both 
friendly to me, and will care for the returns carefully 
& count the figures honestly - & that’s all I want.  
The matter is in good shape - if the figures come in 
honestly - there is the chance for wrong. 
 

Diary 27, 1916 
November 21 

-21st- 
Left Juneau last night at midnight.  In Wrangell at 
noon today.  Ashore half an hour & saw my friends.  
They are all pleased at the prospect of my election.  
Beautiful day & I am resting up.  My eyes have 
given me much trouble account sea sickness. 
At Ketchikan tonight - off to see my friends and 
supporters.  Much suppressed excitement - over 
the result of my election Bob Oliver - Hunt and 
many are waiting for final returns & discuss little 
else. 
Their ardor & friendship - Ketchikan is very friendly. 
 

Diary 27, 1916 
November 22-23 

-22nd- 
Prince Rupert - city - an hour this morning.  The 
European War has given it a decided set back - it 
looks very dull. 
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Many long and pleasant talks with Zipp - former 
agent of N.C. Co. at St. Michael, about Nome days 
& Yukon river friends. 

-23rd- 
Seymour Narrow - a beautiful day on Gulf of 
Georgia. Reached Vancouver at 4:20 & change to 
the Great Northern Ry for Seattle - Reached Frye 
Hotel 10:30 p.m.  Some of my friends & P-I 
reporter to meet me there. 
 

Diary 27, 1916 
November 24 

-24th - 
{P-I} 
 
[clipping] 

WICKERSHAM IS 
HERE FROM ALASKA 

Delegate Says He Expects Com- 
plete Returns to Show  

His Election. 
COMES ON RATE HEARING. 

Friends Count on 200 Lead for Him 
at Official Canvass in 

January. 
 

James Wickersham, delegate to congress from 
the territory of Alaska, whose candidacy for re-
election is being closely contested on the face of 
the incomplete returns of the balloting on 
November 7, arrived in Seattle last night to 
participate in the continued hearing of the Alaska 
freight rates before the Interstate Commerce 
Commissioner H.C. Wilson Commencing Saturday. 

Believes He is Elected. 
Delegate Wickersham, who registered at the 

Frye hotel immediately after his arrival on the 
steamship Humboldt, announced that he was quite 
certain that he had been returned as congressional 
delegate from the North, but declared that he had 
been engaged with the interstate commerce 
commission hearings at Cordova and Juneau and 
had not had time to inquire particularly into the 
results of election day.  Attorneys B.S. Grosscup, 
of Tacoma, and W.H. Bogle and William H. 
Gorham, of Seattle, attorneys for the transportation 

companies, were also passengers on the 
Humboldt. 

In answer to a query as to the outcome of the 
congressional election, the returns of which indi-
cate a very close contest between himself and 
Charles A. Sulzer, his Democratic opponent, 
Delegate Wickersham said: 

Sulzer Claims Only 70 Lead. 
“I believe that the final canvass of the vote will be 

required to determine who has been chose and I 
feel confident that these returns will demonstrate 
that I have been re-elected.  My supporters, just 
before I left Juneau, were claiming my re-election 
by a trifle over 200 votes, while the best claims of 
opponents was the election of Mr. Sulzer by 70 
votes. 
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November 24 

24 
[clipping from above continued] 

“ I have been engaged on the Alaska rate 
hearings at Cordova and Juneau during the past 
two weeks and have really had no time to devote to 
the canvassing of the election returns.  I expect to 
remain in Seattle throughout the continuation of 
this hearing in the city, which will be resumed 
Saturday.  Following this I shall go to Washington 
for the closing weeks of the congressional 
session.” 

Delegate Wickersham said that he did not expect 
a definite announcement of the election result until 
the canvassing board completes its work, some 
time in January, and added that the returns from 
many outlying precincts had not been received at 
all and probably would not be for several weeks. 

 
The foregoing from Seattle P.I. Mrs. McMillan-
Patton, of Hoquiam (Debbie’s friend) in the Hotel & 
she and her sister had dinner with me tonight - also 
Dan Sutherland. 
Am now established in the Frye & ready to begin 
work on Alaska Rate Cases. 

Parsons, of Dexter Horton Bank, again urged 
upon me the consideration of his suggestion of 
coming to Seattle to Practice law.  Am to take 
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dinner with him Tuesday to talk about it. 
 

Diary 27, 1916 
November 24-25 

24 
Returns are in from Koyukuk - I had 23 majority, 
and according to my count that puts me ahead - 
but there are three or four precincts from the 2nd 
Div. & as many more from the 3rd & at least one 
from the first yet to hear from - 
Nothing definite yet.! 

-25th – 
Telegraphed Debbie to rent our old rooms at 
Congress Hall & move in on Dec. First. 
Telephoned Jennie, at Enumclaw, & will take 
dinner with them Thanksgiving.  Mother is well.  
Studying the papers in Alaska Rate Case today & 
getting ready for next week. 
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November 25 

25 
[clipping]  

ALASKAN RATES 
HEARING DELAYED 

Investigation of Alleged Ex- 
cessive and Discriminatory 

Charges Put Over Until 
Monday Morning. 

Because of delay in the arrival of Examiner H.C. 
Wilson and a number of steamship men and 
attorneys who have been attending hearings at 
Cordova and Juneau, the investigation of the 
Interstate Commerce Commission of charges of 
excessive and discriminatory rates and practices 
by steamship lines operating to Alaska, which was 
to begin in Seattle at 10 o’clock this morning, has 
been postponed until 10 o’clock Monday morning.  
The hearings are being conducted by H.C. Wilson 
of Washington, D.C., examiner for the Interstate 
Commerce Commission, with A.W. Person of 
Portland, Ore., as official reporter. 

Wilson and a number of steamship officials 
including W.H. Bogle, of Seattle, counsel for the 
Alaska Steamship Company, Judge Ben S. 
Grosscup of Tacoma, counsel for the Pacific 
Steamship Company and R.S. James, assistant 
general freight agent of the Pacific Steamship 

Company, are aboard the steamship City of Seattle 
which has been delayed on her voyage from ports 
in the North and will not reach Seattle until late this 
afternoon. 

The hearing to be held in Seattle is a continua-
tion of the investigation conducted at Cordova and 
Juneau, which was instituted on complaint of 
James Wickersham, delegate to Congress from 
Alaska.  Wickersham is now in Seattle and will 
attend the sessions to be held here.  He 
complained that small merchants were being 
charged higher rates than large dealers and big 
mining and canning companies in the North. 

The hearing was to be held in Seattle December 
4, but on request of attorneys representing the 
several steamship companies, the date was 
advanced, as the investigation in Alaska was 
completed earlier than anticipated.  Delay in the 
arrival of the steamship City of Seattle will now 
mean a postponement of the hearing until 10 
o’clock Monday morning.  The investigation will be 
held in one of the court rooms at the Federal 
Building. 
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-26- 
Spent the day with Kalish and Bush, of the 
Humboldt S.S. Co. studying transportation rates in 
Alaska and getting ready for Hearings tomorrow. 
Dan Sutherland and Nome people interested, but 
do nothing. 

-27th- 
Hearings of Alaska Rate Case in Post Office Bldg.  
Introduced much testimony - opponents sparring to 
put off hearings until we reach Washington.  Dinner 
tonight with Barney McGee at the Savoy Hotel. 

-28th- 
Hearings same as yesterday.  Lunch with Parsons, 
V.P. of the Dexter Horton Nat. Bank who  
 

Diary 27, 1916 
November 28-30 

28 
urges me to establish a law office in Seattle! 

-29th – 
We concluded the Seattle Hearings of the Alaska 
Rate case today - adjourned further hearings to 
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Washington D.C. 
Am going to Enumclaw & Buckley this afternoon 

to visit Mother and Jennie.  Went to Enumclaw with 
Axel Hanson by automobile - supper at Charley 
Hanson’s - Charley & Jen. children, Mother, Frank 
Hanson & wife. 

-30th- 
Thanksgiving Day - Fine turkey dinner at Jens.  
Mother & I went to Buckley — to the old home - 
good quiet visit. 
 

Diary 27, 1916 
December 1-2  

-Dec. 1st- 
Came to Tacoma this morning & went out & 
inspected my Puyallup valley farm - its a fine piece 
of valley land -Two Jap’s have 45 acres of it in 
cultivation - pay $1000. a year rent. 
W. P. Hopping & Co. who attend to my rent 
collections paid me $1000. - retaining something 
over $400. to pay taxes etc. 
Back to Seattle tonight - Think I will start East on N. 
P. Ry tomorrow evening. 

Dec. 2- 
Lunch at Arctic Club with McPherson, Joslin & 
Lechey -they are working up a lobby to aid the 
Seattle 
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December 2-3  

2 
bill pending in Congress to close the Port of Prince 
Rupert - so Alaska fish must go via Seattle as in 
the past!  I am opposed to the scheme. 
Left Seattle on the 7:10 evening train for the East. I 
left a big trunk full of old Alaska papers and 
documents at the Frye Hotel - in storage. 

Deposited $1500 in Debbie’s name in Exeter 
Horton National Bank for one year at 3 1/2 per cent 
interest. 

Dec. 3- 
Spokane this morning on summit Rockies at 5 
oclock this evening 
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December 4-7  

-4- 
Montana-North Dakota 

-5- 
Minnesota - St Paul.  Reached Chicago at 10 p.m.  

Went to the LaSalle Hotel - but no rooms & they 
sent me to the Lombard.  

-6- 
Spent the day in searching for O.L. Dickeson - a 
witness wanted by me in the Alaska Rate Case, 
but did not find him. 

-7th- 
Left Chicago at 9. am over the Big Four - for 
Louisville Ky. & Harrodsburg, where my people 
settled in 1785, & where my grandfather  
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7 
was born in 1800 - Am at the Seilbach Hotel -the 
finest in Louisville & will go out in the morning to 
Harrodsburg 

-8th- 
From Louisville to Harrodsburg - the country 
around Harrodsburg is rolling - cut with streams 
and formerly covered with a forest of oak, hickory, 
walnut, etc.  It was a country filled with game & the 
streams with fish - an ideal hunters paradise - and 
of course attractive to the early pioneers. 

Five Wickersham’s from Pennsylvania came to 
Harrods Fort in or about 1785 and the family has 
been well represented in this vicinity from that day 
to this. 
I secured the service of a young lawyer here in 
Harrodsburg, Mr. Charles T. Corn, to assist me in 
the pursuit 
 

Diary 27, 1916 
December 8  

8 
of my lost ancestor, and we have been examining 
the old records in the hope of “getting a line on 
him.” 
Mr. John Morgan, the Sheriff, gave me suggestions 
and aid.  We found a record of deeds to Sampson 
Wickersham, of several hundred acres of land on 
Chaplin river, about ten miles west of Harrodsburg. 
The deeds were dated in 1796 and stated the fact 
that he then resided on the land.  Mr. Morgan 
informed me that a daughter of Sampson 
Wickersham yet resided on the land and kindly 
took me to see her - in his automobile. 
We found her living in an ancient house on the 
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south side of the river and I had a long and 
interesting conversation with her.  She told me that 
she is the daughter of Sampson Wickersham and 
that her age is 78 hears.  She knew my 
grandfather,  
 

Diary 27, 1916 
December 8  

8 
James L. Wickersham, and referred to him as 
“Uncle Jimmy,” and to her own father as “Pap.” 
She gave me the names of her father and his 
brothers and sisters as follows: 
Jacob W- 
Sampson W- 
James L. W- 
Jess W- 
Phoebe W- 
Priscilla W- 
The brothers are given in the order of their ages –
she thinks - but is not sure.  Knew nothing of the 
dates of birth nor of the order of birth of the two 
girls. 
She is the daughter of Sampson, and her name is 
Eliza Donovan.  She has a sister - an older sister.  
Mrs. M.C. Huffman residing at Beason, Illinois. 
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8 
But,  She does not know the name of the father of 
Jacob. Sampson, et. al.  So I am no better off - in 
that regard, than before, for my whole inquiry is: 
Who was the father of my grandfather James? 
What was his name?  Given that I could trace his 
Revolutionary record and connect back with the 
Chester Co. Penn. family which I have in the 
History of Chester Co. Pa. 

Mrs. Donovan tells me her aunt Priscilla’s son is 
Jacob Isham, who now resides in this County - and 
whom I intend to see tomorrow [aunt Priscilla] - or 
at least see Isham, the Cousin. 
She thinks he can tell me the name of Sampson’s 
father. Corn found the record of the marriage 
license of my grandfather in 1834- 
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8 
James L. Wickersham was married to Eliza League 

(the mother of Sam & Tom) on July 2, 1834, by 
Thos. Kyle, at Harrodsburg, Ky.  Mrs. Donovan 
tells me that James L. (my grandfather) was 
married to a Mrs. Brown after his wife of 1834 dead 
in Patoka, Ill. but I cannot yet find any record of his 
marriage to my grandmother - the mother of my 
father - and I fear they were married either in 
Washington or an adjoining country. More 
tomorrow. 

-9th - 
We resumed our chase this morning after my long 
lost ancestor - Old Squire Bottom is an aged and 
bright minded resident & coming into the Clerks 
office was asked if he knew the old Wickersham 
families of 
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9 
[card of Charles T. Corn, Attorney at Law, 
Harrodsburg, Kentucky.] 
 
Harrodsburg and Chaplin River & replied that he 
remembered them well. 
On inquiry he declared promptly (almost too 
promptly it seemed to me) that the father of 
Sampson, (James etc. was one Jacob 
Wickersham.  But on close inquiry I had doubts, so 
Mr. Charles J. Corn, a young lawyer, and I went 
out to see Mr. Jacob Sampson Isham, a grandson 
of Sampson Wickersham. 
Mr. Isham resides at Battle, a ridge top settlement 
south of the Chaplin River, about 4 miles west of 
Corneshille, and about 12 miles west of 
Harrodsburg. 
Mr. Isham is my fathers cousin, and is a 
remarkably well preserved and vigorous old man - 
the son of Priscilla, the daughter of Sampson 
Wickersham [possibly confused names here] 
Mr. Isham has a clearer recollection of names etc. 
than Mrs. Donovan and gave the following list of 
his uncles and aunts: 
1. Daniel Boone Wickersham 
2. Jacob Wickersham 
3. George Wickersham 
4. Sampson Wickersham 
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5. James L. Wickersham 
6. Ruth Wickersham 
7. Priscilla Wickersham 
8. Phoebe Wickersham 
9. Jesse Wickersham 
After giving me the list, as nearly in accordance 
with the dates of their birth as possible Mr. Isham 
was asked: “Now who was the father of those nine 
children?” 
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9 
He answered -promptly, “James Wickersham was 
the father and Elizabeth Barker, Wickersham, the 
mother.” 
So here we are with two great grandfathers in one 
day!  Mr. Isham on further inquiry admits he may 
be mistaken about the name of his grandfather - 
and further inquiry must be made to leave it 
beyond doubt. 
He tells me that his eldest uncle, Daniel Boone 
Wickersham, went out to Arkansas, near Little 
Rock long ago and resided there until his death 
during the War 1861-65.  He was hanged by 
guerillas to make him disclose where he had 
hidden his gold - he did not tell. 
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9 
He told me all about my grand father, James L. 
Wickersham and attended his funeral at Antioch, 
Wash- Co. (now Anderson Co.).  Ruth 
Wickersham, his aunt married a Kirkland.  Priscilla 
married an Isham - she was his - Jacob Sampson 
Isham’s - mother.  Sampson Wickersham has two 
daughters yet living - Mrs. Eliza Donovan, whom I 
saw yesterday and Mrs. M.C. Huffman, of Beason, 
Ill. 

I cannot find the name of my grandfathers first 
wife - my fathers mother, but the record of 
marriages of Harrodsburg show that on July 2, 
1834 he married Eliza League, his second wife, 
and the mother 
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9 
Sampson R. Wickersham, and Thomas 

Wickersham his two youngest children - half 
brothers to my father. 
Daniel Boone Wickersham was the oldest of my 
grandfathers brothers; my grandfather was (I think) 
the fifth son and was born in 1801.  Aunt Priscilla 
was born in 1805 and Aunt Phoebe in 1807, and 
Jesse was the baby in the family.  A Mrs. Eliza 
Logue (not League) is the daughter of Jess and 
now resides about 4 miles from Harrodsburg.  She 
ought to know the name of her grandfather - my 
great grandfather. 

Returned to Harrodsburg and left there at 2:30  
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9 
in the afternoon for Danville - by auto stage.  From 
Danville to Lexington where I took the 8:45 evening 
Chesapeake & Ohio Ry. train for Washington. 

While my pursuit of an ancestor has been brief 
and interesting I am yet in doubt on two points: (1) 
the name of my great grandfather and (2) the name 
and date of marriage of my grandmother - my 
fathers mother. (My grandfather was married again 
in Kentucky to a woman named Brown, after the 
death of Tom’s mother at Patoka in 1848, but as 
they had no children & she is in no way connected 
with my inquiry I gave that no attention) 
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9 
Mr. Charles T. Corn, will further inquire into the 
matters & write me the results.  I left $30.00 with 
him to pay expenses. 

-10th- 
Across Virginia today and reached Washington at 
4:15 this afternoon.  Found Debbie waiting for me 
at our rooms in the Congress Hall Hotel.  I am glad 
the long journey is over.  No news about my 
election - yet in doubt, and probably will be until the 
canvass of the returns in January 

-11th- 
In the office at work - and there is plenty of it 
ahead.  The Alexander Fisheries Bill comes up on 
Wednesday. 
 

Diary 27, 1916 -12- 
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December 12-13  Appointed young Johnson of Juneau to Annapolis 
today - for Valentine. 
Am preparing a Prohibition Bill for Alaska.  Mrs. 
Hatcher & Mrs. Boole, officers of the W.C.T.U. 
were in to see me, with Judge Houston.  They 
agreed to prepare the outline of what they want & 
Houston & I will add to it & do the rest.  The 
Alexander Bill is up before the House tomorrow. 

-13th- 
Had a field day in the House.  Talked the 
Alexander Fish Bill to death.  See the  
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Congressional Record for this day.  Alone - single 
handed I fought it and the entire Com. on Merchant 
Marine & Fisheries, and won - to my surprise!  I am 
much pleased and have had many compliments 
upon the strength and success of my effort.  
(Debbie was present in the gallery & is as much 
pleased as I am.). 

-14th - 
A contest today before the Examiner of the 
Interstate Commerce Commission - taking 
testimony in the Alaska Rate cases. 
F. C. Elliott, Pres. White Pass & Yukon Route, and 
Leon Sloss, of the N.C. & N.N. Co. as Witnesses.  
Going Good. 
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-15th – 
Another day of taking testimony in the Alaska Rate 
Case, before the Examiner of the Interstate 
Commerce Commission - It seems to me, I am 
making a good case but there are some points of 
law involved which may give me trouble - 
Testimony will be finished tomorrow. 

-16- 
We finished taking testimony in the Alaska Rate 
Case today.  I am impressed with the loose method 
of taking such testimony.  The Ry Companies are 
allowed to file unverified statements without even 
having them filed by a witness who is familiar with 
their contents. 
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December 16-17  and even where evidence and statements are 
produced at the demand of the Commission it may 
- it is  in this case - not verified - only partially 
complete etc.  No such evidence would be 
permitted to be received in a justice of the peace 
court.  I am given until January 25th to file my brief. 

-17th - Sunday 
Lunch at Mr & Mrs Charles Sheldon’s - Author of 
“The Wilderness of the Upper Yukon” & “The 
Wilderness of the North Pacific Coast Islands.”  
Present Mr. & Mrs. C. Hast Merriam & Mr. E. W. 
Nelson, naturalist.  A pleasant visit with Sheldon’s 
4 beautiful children. 
Dan Sutherland, Senator, from Ruby, Alaska, at 
hotel tonight. 
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-18th – 
Hearing today on Alexander Fisheries bill before 
Senate Committee - a committee of fishermen from 
San Francisco was present fighting & Dan 
Sutherland joined in the attack.  Nothing was done, 
but the Senators seemed prejudiced against the 
bill.  Senator Lane is clearly “against” it and when 
any attempt is seriously made to consider it I will 
be permitted to have a hearing.  Sutherland and I 
are preparing a “Prohibition bill for Alaska!  Heavy 
snow storm raging tonight. 
Sutherland to dinner with us. 

-19th – 
Introduced Prohibition  
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19 
Bill for Alaska in the House today. Sutherland is 
interested in the Alaska Agricultural College & I am 
gathering all laws, etc. for him & instructing him 
how to secure buildings & then support by the U.S. 
I am disappointed - or rather surprised - that the 
Lieutenants in Darrell’s class have all just been 
appointed Lt. Commanders - but Darrell is not in 
the list. 
It may be all right - but he has been having to much 
trouble with “sea sickness” that I fear he may be 
left out & not promoted.  Of course that would 
mean his retirement from the Navy. That might 
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even be a good thing for him - but one can’t tell. 
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20 
Dan Sutherland & I visited Dr. C.C. Claxton, Com. 
of Education, about a plan of putting into effect the 
law authorizing the building of an Agricultural 
College & School of Mines at Fairbanks.  He 
promises to assist us, and Dan is to attempt to 
secure an appropriation from the Alaska 
Legislature to start the work on buildings etc.  Dan 
& I also visited Chairman Houston, of Com. on Ter. 
to which Com. the Alaska Prohibition bill was 
referred.  He advises us the Committee will hold a 
meeting on January 10th to hear evidence for and 
against the bill.  He thinks it doubtful if it can be 
passed this Congress. 
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December 21  

-21st- 
The opposite clipping is form the Seattle P-I. of 
Dec. 15.  Am also today in receipt of a letter from 
Maurice D. Lechey congratulating me on my 
success in killing the bill.  Am now starting work on 
the brief in the Alaska Rate Case, Its a big case & 
there are many hard knots in the threads. 
 
[clipping] 

ALASKA FISH BILL 
LOSES BY DELAYS 

Measure Practically Dead So 
Far as This Session Is Concerned, Admitted. 

MONOPOLY IS CHARGED. 
Test Vote Indicated It Would Have 

Passed Had It Been Scheduled 
Yesterday. 

By Ashmun Brown. 
Special to the Post-Intelligencer. 

WASHINGTON, Dec. 14.- So far as this session 
of congress is concerned the Alaska fisheries bill is 
practically dead.  Chairman Alexander, of the 
board on merchant marine and fisheries, admitted 
as much just before the house adjourned 
Wednesday afternoon. 

The bill, which was unanimously reported by Mr. 
Alexander’s committee in August, after months of 

study and the taking of testimony, followed largely 
the draft originally offered by the bureau of 
fisheries and the department of commerce.  It 
provides laws for the government of Alaska 
fisheries modeled much after the laws of 
Washington.  But it took from the Alaska legislature 
all authority over the fisheries and took from the 
legislature its present power to tax them, placing 
entire control in the bureau of fisheries. 

Monopoly Is Charged. 
Delegate Wickersham, in a speech lasting more 

than an hour, during which he was frequently 
interrupted, charged that the bill would operate to 
confirm the Libby, the Booth and the Alaska 
Packers’ Association interests in a virtual monopoly 
of fisheries, and would keep the legislature from 
taxing the $10,000,000 worth of real estate owned 
in the territory by the packers. 

Representative Kent, of California, and several 
others, gave him support.  The burden of defense 
fell on Representative Hadley, of Washington, and 
Hardy, of Texas, and Chairman Alexander.  
Representatives Humphrey and La Follette also 
aided these three.  So acrimonious was the debate 
that little progress in actual consideration of the bill 
had been made when adjournment time came. 

Lost Through Delay. 
It was ruled that the bill having been read on last 

calendar Wednesday, it has been twice up on 
calendar Wednesday and thus loses its position at 
the top of the calendar.  It cannot again be reached 
on calendar Wednesday until the call of the 
committee comes around again to the committee 
on merchant marine and fisheries, and there is 
practically no chance of this during the short 
session. 

Delegate Wickersham charges monopoly and 
also his charge that the fishing interests have 
maintained a lobby here for the last eight years to 
secure legislation of this character, had a far-
reaching effect of stirring up opposition. 
Nevertheless, as test votes on the amendment 
proposed by Mr. Wickersham indicated, had the bill 
come to a vote yesterday it would have been 
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passed.  Hampered by the rules, there was no way 
of forcing it to a vote save through a special gag 
rule and the precaution to obtain this had not been 
taken. 
 

Diary 27, 1916 
December 22-24  

-22- 
Working on Alaska Rate Case. 

-23rd- 
Correspondence - Young Mr. McKinnon & Mr. 
Johnson of Juneau, called.  They are the two boys 
I have nominated for appointment to Annapolis 
Naval Academy & are here to begin work in the 
preparatory school.  Gave them a note to the Naval 
Bureau & they went there to arrange for dates of 
examination, etc.  They will take dinner with us this 
evening. 

-24th- 
Sunday - working in office - reading etc. 
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December 25-29  

-25th – 
Christmas Day.  Worked in office on preparation of 
material for brief in Alaska Rate Case 

-26th – 
Same as yesterday. 

-27th – 
Same as yesterday. 

-28- 
Same as yesterday.  No Congress in Session this 
week & I am trying to catch up with my 
correspondence also. 

29th – 
Same as yesterday.  Am preparing abstract of 
evidence in Alaska Rate Case brief in alphabetical 
index form.  Its hell of a big job. 
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30th.  
Working on my brief in Alaska Rate Case.  Recd, 
beautifully bound copy (2 Vols) of Ross Arctic 
Voyages 1835, from Mrs. S.J. McMillan - Patton of 
Hoquiam.  She sent Mrs. W. her photograph.  My 
books are fine edition & add much to my library of 
Eskimo on literature. 

-31st- 
Sunday - Fine wintry day. 

My eyes are failing me - my left eye is very good 
but my right eye is only about 25% normal. 
Am having them carefully examined by Dr Wilmer, 
oculist, who will fit me with new glasses. 
The end of 1916 - it has been a happy year as I 
hope 1917 will be. 
 

Diary 27, 1917 
January 1 

January 1st 1917- 
Working in the office on the Alaska Rate Case 
brief.  It is a serious case and I am much hampered 
by restrictions placed by the ICC on the evidence & 
documents. 

Speaker & Mrs. Champ Clark gave a grand New 
Years Reception today at Congress Hall Hotel.  A 
grand crush of political & fashionable people 
attended - Mrs. W. assisted - she presided at the 
Punch bowl - or as Bill McPhee would put it - she 
ladled out the hootch.”  Anyway it was a fine affair. 
Am working on my index of facts in Alaska Rate 
Case -believe me it is some case - a bad one I am 
afraid. 
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Jany 2. 
Congress in session again today  I introduced bill 
drawn by John Rustgard, of Juneau, for grant of 
Petersburg townsite to people. 

Working on brief in Alaska Rate Case.  Sec. 
Redfield is working hard to force Senator Lane, of 
Oregon, to report a fishery bill for Alaska.  Lane 
called Elliott in and asked him to prepare a bill, 
excluding the bad features of the Alexander bill - 
Elliott came to me and we have prepared one, 
taking the Alexander bill as the basis, but striking 
out the bad features - abolishing the fish trap - and 
leaving the Territory with all powers which it now 
has.  Lane is to pass on it tomorrow. 
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2 
While I have thus suggested mutilating the original 
bill I have expressly told Elliott I would not be 
understood as favoring the amended bill even 
though it passes the Senate as we have drawn it. 

3rd. 
Working on I.C.C. brief. 
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4th 
Same as yesterday 

-5- 
Same as yesterday.  
Mrs. Hatcher & Mrs. Ellis & Judge Houston in the 
office discussing H.R.              my Prohibition bill 
for Alaska.  Hearing on it on January 10. 

-6th- 
Working on that damned brief. 
 

Diary 27, 1917 
January 7-10 

-7th – 
Sunday – worked on brief for I.C.C. 

-8.- 
Same as yesterday.  Gave one hour to the Dentist 
- who says my teeth are perfect - except one I 
broke off years ago when I bit a bone. 

9th. 
Working on Brief. 
Dan Sutherland & Chas. Herron came to Congress 
Hall Hotel tonight  Our Alaska Prohibition bill will be 
up for hearing tomorrow.  The Senate today 
passed the Prohibition bill for the District of 
Columbia. 

-10th- 
Hearings today before the House Com. on 
Territories on Alaska Prohibition bill.  Dan 
Sutherland, Mrs. Hatcher Mrs. Boole & a member 
of Others 
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10 
appeared & gave me assistance.  Curry of Cal. & 
Johnson of Wash, appeared in opposition - as 
usual.  Hearings concluded & Com. will take up the 
bill on Thursday or Friday for consideration. 

Com. on Public Lands also favorably reported 
the Senate & bill for the creation of Mt. McKinley 
Nat. Park.  This will probably result in passing the 
bill at this session. 

-11th - 
Hearings today before the House Com. on 
Territories on Alaska Prohibition bill.  Dan 
Sutherland, Mrs. Hatcher Mrs. Boole & a member 
of Others 
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11 
Fund” from the U.S. Treasury to the Territorial 
Treasury, and placing it at the disposal of the 
Legislature of Alaska in lieu of license’s lost by the 
prohibition bill - He promptly said he would do it. 
I gave him copy of letter written by Sec. Garrison in 
1913 approving the transfer & he promised to write 
his approval to Chairman Houston of the Com. on 
Ter. 

If I can get that Sec. retained in the bill it will also 
do much to prevent Col. Richardson from 
controlling our local affairs in Alaska. (Dan 
Sutherland told me that Charlie Herron told him 
that Richardson said he intended to kill me if he 
could get the law on his side!  He is a coward & 
wants protection to his murder.) 
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-12- 
Working on I.C.C. Brief. 

-13- 
Another hearing today before Com. on Ter. on 
Alaska Prohibition Bill.  Also working on I.C.C. 
Brief. 
 
[clipping] 

More Alaska Returns Received. 
FAIRBANKS, Alaska, January 13.- Official 

returns from Alaska’s fourth election division 
received today showed the following result on the 
vote at the recent election for delegate to 
Congress: Charles Sulzer, democrat, 1,688; James 
W-, Republican, 1,681.  Official returns from all the 
divisions have not been received, but from official 
and unofficial returns W- leads by eleven votes.  
The official count may change the result. 

 
Ain’t that a hell of a “lead”? 

-14- 
Sunday.  Darrell is down here from Buffalo, N.Y. 
where he is stationed to take his examinations for 
promotion to Lt. Commander , U.S. Navy.  He is 
having trouble on account of sea sickness - which 
may interfere seriously with his promotion. 
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Diary 27, 1917 
January 15 

-15th – 
Recd. letter from Gov. Strong saying the 
canvassing board intended to compile the returns 
this week & advising me that I might have an 
attorney present - as it was to late to write I sent 
the following telegram - 

Washington D.C. Jany 15, 1917. 
Governor J. F. A. Strong  
Member canvassing board. 
Juneau, Alaska.  Letter received.  Section five 
Article one Constitution United States provides 
each House shall be the judge of the elections, 
returns and qualifications of its own members.  The 
Alaska Canvassing Board has no authority under 
act creating it to do more than tabulate returns, 
canvass and compile in writing and issue certificate 
to  
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15 
candidate having the greatest number of votes for 
delegate on the face of the returns.  Any 
contest or trial must be begun before the house of 
Representatives.  See Hinds Precedents volume 
one section four twenty three.  Please give copy to 
Emory Valentine.  

James Wickersham 
Delegate from Alaska. 

The Clerk of the House has just prepared and 
distributed an “unofficial list of the members of the 
65th Congress in which he gives the Delegate from 
Alaska, “Charles A. Sulzer, Fairbanks.” 

Rather previous? but probably they intend to 
count me out any way - but “Ishkabibble” - who 
cares? It won’t be long till its settled anyway. 
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-16- 
Another hearing today on the Alaska Prohibition bill 
–Joslin & McKenzie both appeared & denounced 
the form of the bill - declaring it ought to have been 
drawn so as to give the Alaska Legislature full 
power to pass such prohibition laws, etc. The 
attorney for the National Liquor Dealers Assoc. & 
the Atty. for the Northern Commercial Co. 
seconded Joslin’s idea & tried to persuade the 

Com. on Ter. to “back track”.  I opposed their plan-- 
successfully - see printed “Hearings” before the 
Com. for particulars. 
Darrell is with us this week - on his examination for 
promotion to Lt. Com. - but he is having  trouble 
with his health certificate, act. his bad record for 
seasickness 
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January 17-18 

-17th- 
Working finishing touches on my I.C.C. brief in the 
Alaska Rate Case. 

The Public Buildings Bill is before the House 
today & the Capitol Appropriation for Juneau was 
approved.  Further hearings before the Com. on 
Ter. on Prohibition bill -continued till tomorrow! 

-18th- 
Sec. of War Baker wrote me a letter of yesterday 
calling my attention to an error in the letter of Sec. 
of War Garrison of Jany 15, 1915, addressed to 
Chairman Houston, which I gave him to show 
Garrison had approved the transfer of the Alaska 
Fund to the Territory.  A word has been added in 
the  
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18 
printed copy in the hearings of Jany 22, 1915, 
before Com. on Ter. which changed the sense of 
Garrison’s letter & I did not know it, and relying on 
it gave it to Baker to prove the fact.  He pointes out 
the error & declined to approve the transfer.  I will 
look up the original & see if the mistake is in the 
original or the printed copy. 

E.G. Hughes of Seattle, Joslin & others are 
urging the introduction of a Joint Resolution for a 
Joint Committee from the Senate & the House to 
visit Alaska this summer.  We had a meeting 
tonight at the Willard Hotel to consider the matter & 
agreed to work unitedly for it.  I am to prepare the 
copy.  Senator Pittman & Chairman Houston were 
there & will assist in securing the passage. 
 

Diary 27, 1917 
January 19 

-19th - 
Took the greater part of the Mss. for my Interstate 
Commerce Brief in the Alaska Rate Case to the 
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printer today - its due the 25th. 
Darrell is quite pleased to have secured a 
favorable report from the Naval Examining Board 
that his sea sickness which incapacitates him from 
sea duty is the result of his typhoid fever at Norfolk.  
Prior to that time he had been to sea for seven 
years, without trouble - but since then he is 
chronically incapacitated. 
Wrote a full letter to Secretary Baker today saying 
that on comparison of the printed copy with the 
original of Secretary Garrisons letter of Jany 15, 
1915, I find  
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19 
his statement of error in the printed copy is correct 
& expressed regret at offering him the defective 
printed copy as evidence of the fact that Garrison 
had recommended the transfer.  I relied upon the 
printed copy without making the comparison. 
The House of Rep. passed the Public Buildings Bill 
today with our Juneau item for $300,000 for public 
building & the grant of lands at Sitka for the 
pioneers home. Good. 

20th 
Admiral Deweys Funeral.  Congress attended in a 
body.  Also President, Cabinet, Supreme Court, 
etc.  It was great military & naval display – Services 
in Capital. 
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20 
Automobile and Carriage Pass card for the funeral 
of Admiral George Dewey.] 

21 
Stormy day - finishing my brief in the Alaska Rate 
Case -am not proud of it but feel the facts in the 
case may get some results.  The I.C.C. examiner 
has not given me a fair support or any assistance - 
I am disappointed in him. 
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-22.- 
Con. on Ter. has finally agreed on an adaptation of 
my Prohibition bill & instructed me to reintroduce it 
- which I have done today.  Am getting ready to 
move an amendment to the Rivers & Harbors Bill 

so as to include the Nome Harbor project.  The bill 
contains an appropriation for my Apoon month item 
and as it may be years before another 

-23rd - 
The Post this morning has this: 
 
[clipping] 

Alaska District For Wickersham. 
Seward, Alaska, Jan. 22.- Election returns from 

the Bristol Bay district, opened today in Valdez, 
gave James Wickersham, independent Republican 
candidate for reelection as delegate to Congress, a 
plurality of 34 over Charles Sulzer, Democrat. 

 
That result in Bristol Bay is a surprise to me.  I anti-
cipated an adverse vote there & I am both 
surprised & pleased. 
 

Diary 27, 1917 
January 23 

23 
Chas. E. Herron, Ed. Anchorage paper, has been 
after Richardson’s scalp - He has “just seen 
Senator Chamberlain who has agreed to demand 
Richardson’s return to his regiment.  Herron has 
other strings to pull & it looks as if we may give him 
a hard fight.  Senator Kean, of Ind. listened to Mrs. 
W- and she gave him a copy of my last long letter 
to Richardson & he promised to assist by 
requesting his return to his regiment.  I intend to 
assist in other ways & I hope we succeed. 
Sent copy of my Prohibition bill to Senator 
Chamberlain today & asked him to introduce it in 
the Senate.  He told Herron  
 

Diary 27, 1917 
January 23-25 

23 
he would do it if I asked him - so I sent it over 
promptly.   
I also introduced a Concurrent Resolution in the 
House today for the appointment of a Joint Senate 
& House Committee to go to Alaska this summer & 
inspect the Railroad, etc. 

-24th – 
Finished printing my brief on Alaska Rate Cases - 
printed at Byron S. Adams print shop.  Will send by 
mail & file with I.C.C. tomorrow. 
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-25- 
Served & filed Briefs I.C.C.  The Rivers & Harbors 
is before the House today.  The bill was reported to 
the House before the War Dept. Report  
 

Diary 27, 1917 
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25 
on the Nome Harbor came in. It is favorable - but a 
rule of the Com. not to permit any amendments by 
inserting new projects intervenes.  However, I got a 
chance this afternoon just before adjournment & 
moved an amendment to insert it.  The House just 
then adjourned till in the morning - when I intend to 
press it. 

Darrell is having some trouble about his physical 
standing in the Navy, and it looks as if he may be 
retired because of (1) seasickness, (2) 
neurasthenia or nervous disability.  I am in hopes 
he will, for he keeps worrying about it & I hope he 
is retired. 
 

Diary 27, 1917 
January 26 

-26th – 
Telegram from Ed. C. Russell Ed. Juneau Dispatch 
today saying I have a majority over Sulzer of 23 
votes, and also one from Dr. L.S. Kellar of 
Skagway congratulating me on my election. 

Also today I was able to get the house to include 
my Nome harbor project with an appropriation of 
$105,000, in the Rivers & Harbors bill - which 
passed the House.  I am greatly pleased at this 
result. 

The sun shone brightly & it was a beautiful day! I 
feel like a woman who is safely delivered of her 
first baby -sore but happy. 
 

Diary 27, 1917 
January 27-31 

27th 
Chairman Houston, Com Ter. reported favorably 
my bill H.R. 20361, see Report No. 1357; also H. 
Res. 468, for rule to put it through the House. 

-28th – 
Answering letters & trying to catch up with general 
office work.  

-29th – 
Same. 

-30th – 

Same.  The Seattle P.I. says my political 
opponents are typing to get the Alaska Canvassing 
Board to throw out enough precincts to elect 
Sulzer! 

-31st – 
Senate today passed the Alaska prohibition bill - 
Senator Jones put it through; See Cong. Record of 
this date. 
 

Diary 27, 1917 
February 1 

Feb. 1st. 
Com. on Ter. had a meeting this morning & 
authorized Chairman Houston to take up Senator 
Jones Prohibition Bill for Alaska & get it passed in 
the House. 
Dan Sutherland & Jim Daly, members Territorial 
Legislature are here - and have signed a letter to 
Mr. Houston, Ch. H. R. Com. on Ter. asking him to 
pass Alaska Prohi. Bill. 
Mrs. Sutherland and the baby are with Dan.  B.D. 
Stewart, Mayor of Juneau, also here - what for I do 
not know - but evidently on some Demo, political 
scheme. 
 

Diary 27, 1917 
February 2 

Feb. 2. 
We got the Alaska Prohibition bill up today in the 
House & passed it - it had already passed the 
Senate & we put the Senate bull through without 
amendment and it has gone to the President for 
signature 
I made a short speech in favor of the bill - see the 
Cong. Record of the date. 

Mrs. Sutherland & Debbie were present in the 
galleries & were greatly pleased at our success. 

The President is now threatening to break 
diplomatic relations with Germany because of the 
Note from Germany of yesterday threatening 
ruthless submarine war against shipping in the  
 

Diary 27, 1917 
February 2-3 

2 
waters around England & in the Mediterranean -It 
looks as if it will involve us in the general European 
War. 

I am oppressed with the idea that he is mistaken 
in his attitude and that it is our duty to keep out of 

 47



Alaska State Library – Historical Collections         Diary of James Wickersham  
MS 107 BOX 4  DIARY 27  July 23, 1916 through March 4, 1917 

the struggle.  We will not lose either honor, or 
territory, or any other substantial thing of value if 
we continue to be neutral -while we stand to lose 
much if we go in. 

3rd 
Heard President Wilson read his notification to 
Congress saying he had broken off diplomatic 
relations with Germany & handed Von Bernstorff 
German ambassador his passports. 
It may mean war - I hope not. 
 

Diary 27, 1917 
February 4 

-4th- 
People are not greatly excited today over Wilson’s 
break of yesterday with Germany.  In my judgment 
he was diplomatically correct - but I fear results will 
flow from it which are liable to be far more serious 
than “watchful waiting” 

Am cleaning out my office and getting ready to 
pack off to Alaska - the Democratic Canvassing 
Board in Alaska is acting slowly and doubtfully I 
fear they will throw out some precincts on 
technicalities & give the certificate of election to 
Sulzer - in that event I shall go home & not resist- 
but rest content even though I am elected by a 
majority vote. 
 

Diary 27, 1917 
February 5-6 

-5- 
Still at work clearing out my office - destroying use-
less letters.  Attended House today hoping the Mt. 
McKinley Park bill would be reached on the 
Unanimous Consent Calendar - but we did not get 
to it. 
Attended Republican caucus tonight - much talking 
and jockeying, but it finally passed a resolution for 
the appointment of a Com. of 27 to look after the 
organization of the House in the 65th Congress - & 
then adjourned. 

-6th - 
Wrote a strong letter to Sec. Lane today urging the 
government to buy the Tanana Valley Ry. also to 
run its line through the site of the Agri. College & 
Sch. of Mines at Fairbanks. 
 

Diary 27, 1917 6 

February 6 [clipping] 
WASHINGTON HERALD, TUESDAY, 

Feb 6, 1917 
Be Fair. 

There is much that is analogous in the situation 
of the inhabitants of the territory of Alaska and the 
citizens (?) of the District of Columbia.  There is 
much, also, that is far from similar, in the conditions 
with regard to suffrage in the rich territorial pos-
session of the United States, acquired from Russia, 
and that which confronts those who live within the 
shadow of the Nation’s Capitol. 

When the House of Representatives last week 
voted Alaska into the dry column by a majority that 
left no doubt as to the sentiment of Congress on 
this question, it was influenced largely by the 
remarks of James Wickersham, of Fairbanks, 
Alaska.  Delegate Wickersham told Congress that 
Alaska had voted overwhelmingly in favor of the 
banishment of all intoxicants from the territory.  His 
speech furnished the strongest argument in favor 
of prohibition for Alaska and there was no strong 
counter argument. 
Mr. Wickersham has no vote in Congress.  He has, 
however, a voice, and that voice has been used 
vigorously and with marked ability in expressing 
the wishes of the constituency he represents. 

Unfortunately, the District of Columbia today 
lacks the same privilege of representation, the 
same voice in Congress and the same 
consideration from one who is an intimate part of 
its life, as one of the more recent and yet 
undeveloped territorial possessions of the United 
States. 

 
Alaska papers arriving today say I am elected by 
29 plurality over Mr. Sulzer.  It looks as if the result 
is in my favor. 
 

Diary 27, 1917 
February 7-9 

-7th – 
Cleaning up old letters etc. & getting my office in 
shape.  Answering correspondence etc. 

-8th – 
Working in office.  Letters & newspapers from 

 48



Alaska State Library – Historical Collections         Diary of James Wickersham  
MS 107 BOX 4 DIARY 27  July 23, 1916 through March 4, 1917 

Juneau announce that my election, by a small vote, 
is now conceded, and that certificate of election will 
soon issue. 

-9th - 
Am in receipt of a letter from my 2nd Cousin, Mrs. 
Eliza Logue, of Harrodsburg, Hy, giving me a 
detailed history of my ancestors, who settled there 
about 1780! 
She gives the following information about births & 
deaths of my Kentucky relations: 
 

Diary 27, 1917 
February 9 

9 
Births 
Sampson Wickersham  Jany 20, 1751 
Elizabeth Lesenger Wickersham, his wife 
    born    Feb. 2, 1768 
 Their Children born: 
Daniel Boone Wickersham June 3, 1790 
Mary Wickersham  Jany. 28, 1791 
George Wickersham  Mar. 12, 1792 
Jacob Wickersham  Mch. 21, 1793 
Ruth Wickersham  Oct. 29, 1795 
Sampson Wickersham    Aug. 15, 1797 
  (died in infancy) 
James L. Wickersham  Aug. 4, 1799 
Elizabeth Wickersham  May 20, 1802 
Phoebe Wickersham  April 13, 1807 
Sampson Wickersham  Oct. 28, 1809 
Jesse Wickersham  Jan. 7, 1812 
 
Deaths. 
Sampson Wickersham  Aug. 1, 1798 
  (first above named infant) 
Elisabeth, Jr. (child)  April 15, 1808 
Mary Wickersham                1810 
  (no month or day given) 
 

Diary 27, 1917 
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9 
George Wickersham  Mch 21, 1819 
Sampson W, Sr.  Nov. 22, 1819 
Elizabeth Wickersham Sr. April 13, 1854 
Jacob Wickersham          -     1880 
James L. Wickersham  Jany 8, 1882 
Priscilla Wickersham Isham, Jany 18, 1878 

Sampson Wickersham  July 6, 1879 
Jesse Wickersham  Sept. 12, 1887 
Phoebe Wickersham Claunch Jany 18, 1894 
 
Recd, the following letter today: 
United States Geographic Board, Wash.  

Feb. 8, 1917 
Dear Sir: Referring to your letter of January 29, 
1917:  At the meeting of the United States 
Geographic Board held on Feb 7th 1917, it 
approved the name Deborah for the mountain 
in Alaska.  I return herewith as requested the report 
of the governor of Alaska, 1909, which you 
forwarded 

Diary 27, 1917 
February 9-10 

9 
to Mr. Baird with other papers. 

Very truly yours, 
C. S. Sloane 

Secretary. 
Hon James Wickersham 
  Delegate from Alaska 
   House of Representatives 
     Washington, D.C. 
A beautiful name of a beautiful woman on a 
beautiful mountain. 

-10- 
Senator Lane, of Oregon, Ch. of Senate Com. on 
Fisheries, called me over this afternoon & read me 
a letter which he has received from President 
Wilson asking him to report an Alaska fish bill for 
the preservation of the fisheries & prevention of 
monopoly! 
Lane gave me a copy of a Com. Print & asked me 
to correct it & report Monday morning. 
 

Diary 27, 1917 
February 11 

-11th - 
Recd. following telegram this a.m.: 

Juneau, Alaska, Feb 10, 1917. 
Jas. Wickersham, Washington D.C. 
Governor Strong and Secretary Fox of Canvassing 
Board notify me that you win and nothing can now 
change result. Certificate will issue about fifteenth.  
Are waiting return Utica and another place.  
Telegraphic reports give these for you but we win 
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without them.  Hell for Troy. 
E. Valentine. 
So that is the result? and it gives me the two 
additional years to finish up my work in.  Good! 
The Nat. Geo. Mag. for Jan. 1917, just received 
has a beautiful descriptive article & photos about 
Mt McKinley Park - my picture of Mt McKinley. 
 

Diary 27, 1917 
February 11 

11 
I am inclined to assist Senator Lane remodel the 
Fisheries bill so as to conserve the fish & prevent 
monopoly - and I have spent the day in my office 
remodeling a “Clerks Copy” of Senator Lanes 
modified form of the Alexander bill, which I 
defeated in the House on Dec. 13th last.  I have cut 
out the clause taking all taxes away from the 
Territory & inserted clauses turning it into a leasing 
plan. In the morning I intend to get Congressman 
Wm Kent, of Cal. who is the House leader of the 
ultra conservationists go with me to Senator Lane 
& get him, if we can, to accept these modifications.  
If he will it will let the bill go without opposition 
 

Diary 27, 1917 
February 12 

-12th - 
Delivered copy of Fisheries bill to Senator Lane 
today -but he did not seem to be as friendly to the 
proposed leasing of Alaska fisheries as I hoped he 
would be.  If he breaks away and tries to put 
something else through in line with the Alexander 
bill I will fight it as hard as I can! 

Judge Westcott, Atty. Genl. N.J. and the man 
who nominated Wilson in the Baltimore Convention 
& his son came into my office with Chas. E. 
Herron, of Alaska, this morning & we had a long 
talk about Alaska & its affairs.  He is interested in 
Sec. Lane’s effort to give Alexander better 
administration of governmental affairs. - I gave him 
copy of Sec. Lanes “Red Tape” etc. & a copy of 
Agri. Reconnaissance.  
 

Diary 27, 1917 
February 13-15 

-13th – 
Working with correspondence etc. 

-14.- 
Senator Lane introduced the Alaska Fisheries Bill 

yesterday - the bill which he asked me to remodel.  
He introduced it just as I corrected it.  I took copy of 
it over to Dr. E. Lester Jones, who is now the head 
of the Coast & Geo. Survey & asked him to 
examine it & told him if it could be passed 
substantially as I have prepared it - I would not 
object to its passage in the House.  He is not 
favorable. 

-15- 
Judge Hardy, of Texas, who is a member of the 
Merchant Marine & Fisheries Com. & who 
supported the Alexander bill, telephoned  
 

Diary 27, 1917 
February 15-16 

15 
me today & said he and Judge Alexander wanted 
to talk with me about the Alaska Fishery Bill, etc. 
Evidently the President is prodding them up to 
pass the Alexander bill & as they must make a 
showing. 

I answered Judge Hardy’s suggestion by calling 
his attention to the Lane Bill of yesterday, & asking 
them (Hardy & Alexander) to examine it & say if 
they cannot support it. I do not intend to yield an 
inch on the Alexander Bill. 

-16th - 
Cleaning up correspondence - throwing old letters 
etc. in waste basket & generally overhauling things 
in the office a long needed work. 
 

Diary 27, 1917 
February 17 

-17- 
Same as yesterday.  While in the House this 
afternoon Majority Leader, Hon Claude Kitchen, 
called me aside and asked me about the rider 
which the Seattle & Railroad lobbyists are 
attempting to get him to put on the Revenue Bill, to 
close the Port of Prince Rupert to halibut fisheries, 
etc. 
I advised him not to allow it to be added & told him 
it was a transportation job - in the interest of 
Seattle railroads & the steamship lines running 
there from Alaska who wished to close the port of 
Prince Rupert to force the fish trade to Seattle etc.  
I told him it was necessary to keep Prince Rupert 
an open port for competitive reasons – in the 
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interest of Alaska fishermen & better prices. 
He said he was of the opinion the rider should not 
be allowed on the bill! 
 

Diary 27, 1917 
February 18 

-18th - 
Debbie has had severe cold for days - but is 
getting over it nicely. 
Sunday - but I am cleaning out old letters etc. & 
getting office in order. 
Telegram this morning from Ketchikan asking me 
to support halibut amendment to the revenue bill.   
Only on Saturday I told Kitchen, Democratic floor 
leader, that I was opposed to it -but I have sent him 
a copy of the Ketchikan telegram & filed the 
original in the House as a petition - & referred it to 
him Com.  I am opposed to the Halibut Amdt. for I 
do not see how it can do the fishermen in Alaska 
any good. 
It is being pushed hard by the lobbyists from 
Seattle - the R.R. transportation monopoly - lobby. 
 

Diary 27, 1917 
February 19-20 

-19th – 
Have attended in the House all afternoon - the Mt. 
McKinley Park Bill passed the House - with but little 
trouble. 

-20th - 
I have been working up an assault on the 
appropriation carried in the Military Appropriation 
Bill of $500,000 for the Alaska Board of Road 
Commissioners - the bill is before the House today 
but we did not reach that item - but probably will 
tomorrow.  I asked Cooper of Wis. to make the 
point of order against the item, but for good 
reasons he declined.  I then asked Gordon, of 
Ohio, who looked into it carefully and then agreed 
to do it.  I also carefully  
 

Diary 27, 1917 
February 20 

20 
explained the situation to Bennett Clark, son of 
Speaker Clark, who is Parliamentary Clerk & he 
agreed with me that the objection was valid.  
Gordon will make the point of order as soon as the 
item is reached & if it is sustained the item will go 
out of the bill.  It may, of course, be put in again in 

the Senate, but it may fail. 
I intend to put every obstacle in the way of the 

Board & hope finally to drive it out of existence.   I 
feel fully justified in doing it, for it seems the only 
way to protect the “Alaska Fund” & prevent the 
Board from wasting it also.  If it was not for that I 
would not object, through the whole control of 
affairs by the Board is so bad as to justify my 
harshest action. 
 

Diary 27, 1917 
February 21 

-21st - 
And it happened just as we planned it.  Gordon 
made the point of order, Stafford joined him in its 
support.  The members of the Military Com. 
undertook to defend the item, but Bennett Clark 
had the Alaska Comp. Laws ready & Judge 
Saunders (in the Chair) ruled that the item was not 
authorized by any previous law – and out went the 
$500,000 appropriation for the support of Col. 
Richardson’s wagon road work in Alaska. 
I sat quietly in my seat and heard the fight without 
saying a word.  The Congressional Record of this 
date contains the record of the beginning of the 
end of the Alaska Bd. of Road Com - a proper end. 
 

Diary 27, 1917 
February 21-22 

-21st continued. 
I introduced a bill today (after the defeat of the 

Richardson appro.) to authorize the legislature of 
Alaska to establish and maintain schools & to pay 
the cost out of Terry, funds.  This power was 
withheld from the Leg’s by an amendment put in 
the Senate by Senator Nelson to protect Col 
Richardson’s funds - that is the “Alaska Fund” - of 
which Col. R. expects in his road work. 

-22nd - 
Worked in office all day- getting correspondence 
up to date. 
Introduced new bill today about establishing”, 
maintaining schools - put in a repealing clause for I 
think it will help out.  Com. meeting tomorrow to 
consider bill. 
 

Diary 27, 1917 
February 23-24 

-23rd.- 
Had hearing this morning before Com. on Ter. 
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trying to get approval my bills H.R. 21017 & 21020, 
Com favorable but sent bill to Sec. Interior for 
report which is satisfactory. 

Doctor Jones & members of the Fisheries 
Bureau keep stirring up the Alexander - Fletcher 
bill.  Notice of Hearing before Senate Com. on 
Fish, tomorrow. 

-24th - 
No hearings before senate Com. on Fish, this 
morning -got it postponed - I do not want hearing - I 
want to kill it by postponement - if possible. 
Telegraphed Henry Ray last night to get in his 
reports promptly  
 

Diary 27, 1917 
February 24-25 

24 
for the Dept. is threatening him with indictment etc. 
for failing to report & pay up.  He is back $5800 on 
the face of Dept. books. 

-25- 
Am beginning to hear from Alaska on bill to give 
Ter. Legislature power to establish and maintain 
schools – in support of my bills, H.R. 21017 & 
21020.  Telegram to me & to Senators & 
Members in support are coming in numbers. 

Also Richardson is getting busy.  He is evidently 
telegraphing to Alaska telling them I killed his 
appropriation & I am getting telegrams urging 
appropriation.  Sure, his bunch of deadheads will 
starve, or worse, will have to go to work, if his 
appro. fails. 
 

Diary 27, 1917 
February 26 

-26- 
Col. Richardson’s friends are getting busy in 
Alaska and under direction of Major Davidson, of 
Alaska Board of Road Com’s are trying to induce 
Senator Chamberlain to put his appro, back in the 
bill. 
I sent out telegrams to Nome, Fairbanks and 
Douglas stating fact that objection came from 
Stafford etc. as shown in the Cong. Record.  In my 
judgment it is necessary to the freedom and 
development of Alaska that this appropriation be 
fully and finally beaten, so we may be rid of 
Richardson and his domination, & I intend to see 

that it is done be the consequences good or bad to 
me. 
 

Diary 27, 1917 
February 26-27 

26 
Had a long talk with Secretary Daniels & Admiral 
Palmer, at the Navy Dept. this forenoon about 
Darrell - & his seasickness.  They will answer by 
letter! 
President Wilson read message before Congress 
today asking for the use of the Army & the Navy & 
the Treasury, during the period till the next 
Congress!  There is much opposition - looks like 
Extra Session. 
Sec. Lane made favorable report on my bill H.R. 
21020, giving the Legislature authority to establish 
and maintain schools in Alaska, etc. 

-27th - 
Senator Jones introduced my School Bill in the 
Senate today - Our Com. Report No. 1560, printed 
& delivered to Jones - also Hearings. 
 

Diary 27, 1917 
February 27- 
March 1 

27 
The Sundry Civil Bill was up in House last night & 
today.  I made a few desultory remarks - but things 
going all right & no contest. 
Mary Ann Wellman (Mrs. Dornberg, of Nome) is at 
Keith’s in vaudeville, next week, and Constance 
Reed, in Henry VIII. at Belasco’s - Both Nome girls. 

-Feb 28th – 
The Alaska School Bill passed the Senate - we 
have a meeting of House Com. on Ter. in the 
morning & will make provision to get the Senate Bill 
through House. 

Mch 1st 
Snowing.  Watched all day in House for chance to 
get Alaska School bill passed - but no opportunity. 
 

Diary 27, 1917 
March 2 

-Mch 2nd - 
Got our school bill up & passed the House at noon.  
Much noise & turmoil & the speaker was “pissed” & 
did not give any of us a chance to explain or make 
a speech - as soon as it could be found among the 
bills on the ‘Speakers Table” - he put it through & 
passed it without paying any attention to any of us.  
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Glory be!  I was glad to see it slide off the skids & 
become a law.  When I returned to my office I 
found a telegram from Gov. Strong as follows: 
“Juneau, Mar 1.  Hon James Wickersham 
Is there any hope of Congress taking action 
regarding 
Alaska Schools this session  if so of what nature 
Wire reply.  Strong. Governor. 
and I sent him the following: 
 

Diary 27, 1917 
March 2 
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 Washington, D.C. Mch 2, 1917. 
Hon. J.F.A. Strong, Governor of Alaska, 
Juneau, Alaska, Congress just passed ten minutes 
ago Alaska School bill reading as follows: 

A BILL 
To authorize the Legislature of Alaska to establish 
and maintain schools, and for other purposes. 
1  Be it enacted by the Senate and House of 
Representa- 
2  tives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled,  
3  That the Legislature of Alaska is hereby 
empowered to  
4  establish and maintain schools for white and 
colored children  
5  and children of mixed blood who lead a civilized 
life in said  
6  Territory and to make appropriations of 
Territorial funds for  
7  that purpose; and all laws or ports of laws in 
conflict with  
8  this Act are to that extent repealed. 
 
Bill goes to President for approval which will be 
had before Sunday noon. 

James Wickersham 
Delegate from Alaska. 

 
Diary 27, 1917 
March 2-4 

2 
Recd, telegram from Senator Gaustad, Juneau, 
saying Canvassing Board would issue my 
certificate of election today if not restrained at suit 
brought by my opponents. 

 
[clipping] 

Wickersham Wins in Canvass. 
JUNEAU, Alaska, March 2.- That James 

Wickersham, republican, was reelected, delegate 
to Congress over Charles Sulzer, democrat, by a 
plurality of 26 votes was decided here yesterday by 
the territorial canvassing board after it had 
completed the canvass of the votes cast at the 
November election. 

-Mch 3rd - 
Congress is in its last struggles - & they are titanic! 
There is much talk & fear of German war - & not 
even the Appropriation Bills are yet passed.  Much 
needed & usual legislation not passed.  Rainy & 
looks like bad weather for the ceremonies of 
Inauguration. 

-Mch 4th - 
64th Congress adjourned amid great excitement & 
some disorder. 
Recd, the following telegram  
 

Diary 27, 1917 
March 4 

4 
from Dan Sutherland today:  

Juneau, Alaska, Mar 3, 1917  
Jas. Wickersham, Wash. D.C. 
Yesterday Jennings issued alternative writ 
mandamus in case Sulzer v board returnable today 
directing board.  Show cause why they should not 
issue certificate to Sulzer.  Case postponed till 
Tuesday.  You are not made party, no action.  
Board will make no defense.  What action if any do 
you advise your behalf. 
Dan Sutherland 
To that I replied by telegraph:    
 Washington, D.C., Mch 4, 1917 
Hon. Dan Sutherland, Juneau, Alaska 
This telegram strictly confidential.  Let case against 
canvassing board alone.  I am not party do not 
understand and might make mistake acting from 
this distance.  We must assume responsible 
officials are honest and will follow the law.  
Telegraph me results of Tuesday trial. 

James Wickersham 
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Delegate from Alaska 
Upon the receipt of Dan’s letter I began to pack & 
get ready to go home - for Jennings will issue the 
writ - the Board will give Sulzer Certificate & I will 
not contest further. 

Finis. 
 

 [on microfilm, but not in diary] 
 
64TH CONG. - SOME RESULTS 
Alaska: 
Alcoholic liquor, to prohibit sale or manufacture of, 
in. H.R. 20361; Mr. W-.  Tabled Feb. 2, 1917.  S. 
7963 passed in lieu.  Public Law No. 308.) 
For the protection of the fisheries of (H.R. 17499; 
Mr. 
Alexander)   Union 360 
Homestead Law, to amend, in its application to.  
(H.R. 228; Mr. W-.  Public law No. 146.) 
Juneau, authorizing issuance of bonds by , for 
school purposes. (S. 6839.  Public law No. 265) 
Mount McKinley National Park, to establish in. (S. 
5716. 
passed House Feb. 19, 1917.) Providing for 
nonmineral entry of certain lands in 
(S. 1064)   Union 355 
Schools in, Authorizing the legislature to establish, 
etc. 
(M.R. 21020; Mr. W-, Tabled Mar. 2, 1917.  S. 
8317 

passed ii lieu.) 
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INAUGURATION  MARCH FIFTH 
    CEREMONIES          -  1917  - 
THIS WILL ADMIT BEARER TO THE SENATE 
WING OF THE CAPITOL, AND TO THE WEST 
GALLERIES, RESERVED FOR THE FAMILIES 
AND GUESTS OF REPRESENTATIVES, ALSO 
TO THE EAST FRONT THROUGH THE 
ROTUNDA. 

 64th Cong. some results.  
Alaska: 

Alcoholic liquor, to prohibit sale or manufacture 
of, in. (H.R. 20361; Mr. Wickersham.  Tabled 
Feb. 2, 1917.  S. 7963 passed in lieu.  Public law 
No. 308.) 
For the protection of the fisheries of (H.R. 17499; 

Mr. Alexander)  Union 360 
Homestead law, to amend, in its application to. 

(H.R. 228; Mr. Wickersham.  Public law No. 146.) 
Juneau, authorizing issuance of bonds by, for 

school purposes. (S 6839  Public law No. 265.) 
Mt. McKinley National Park, to establish in.  (S. 

5716.  Passed House Feb. 19, 1917.) 
Providing for nonmineral entry of certain lands in 

(S. 1064)     Union 355 
Schools in, authorizing the legislature to establish, 
etc.  (H.R. 21020; Mr. Wickersham.  Tabled Mar. 2, 
1917.  S. 8317 passed in lieu.) 

Diary 28, 1917 
March 5, 1917 

Monday, March 5, 1917. 
We have been having bad rainy weather, but the 
clouds began to clear away this morning and when 
Woodrow Wilson mounted the rostrum in the 
center of the grand stand east of the east door of 
the Capital at noon the sun shone, the band's 
played & the people applauded as Chief Justice 
White administered the oath of office at his second 
inaugural.  There is a great crowd & a fine parade. 

 
Diary 28, 1917 
March 5 

5 
Notwithstanding the sunshine a keen westerly 

wind flew & many people will catch colds from the 
biting blasts.  Debbie & some of the Congress Hall 
Hotel ladies secured seats in a window on Penn. 
Ave. a& viewed the parade there, while I went with 
the House to the Senate & saw it reorganized & 
then led by the President & his cabinet, the 
members of the Supreme Court, the Senate, the 
members of the House yet in the city followed out 
the greatest East door of the Capital to the great 
wooden stadium where we heard & saw the 
inaugural ceremonies. 

 
Diary 28, 1917 
March 5 

-5th continued - 
It seems the Alaska Canvassing Board is having 

trouble over our recent election.  From the Seattle 
P. I. of Feb. 27 I copy the following: 
 
[clipping] 

ELECTION RULING 
FAVORS SULZER 

Attorney General's Opinion 
Throws Out Several 

Alaska Precincts. 
RESULTS STILL IN DOUBT. 

Canvassing Board Will Review 
Legal Finding Before Annouc- 

ing Its Decision. 
By Cable to The Post Intelligencer. 

JUNEAU, Feb. 28.-Attorney General Grigsby this 
afternoon filed an opinion with Gov. Strong, 
Surveyor General Charles E. Davidson and 
Collector of Customs John F. Pugh, constituting 
the canvassing board, affecting the contest over 
the election of delegate to congress, which opinion 
if followed will make Charles A. Sulzer, Democrat, 
the next delegate to congress, to succeed James 
Wickersham, the Independent Republican. 

The Attorney General holds that the Australian 
ballot law in Alaska is clearly mandatory and that 
only these precincts where the Australian official 
ballots were used or where proper certificates as to 
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their non-use has been made can be counted.  If 
the canvassing board follows the opinion it will 
result in the elimination of the pre 
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[clipping continued] 
cincts of Chogiug and Nushagak in the Third 
division and Bonniefield in the Fourth and would 
give the election to Senator Sulzer by a small 
plurality. 

The opinion also might eliminate the precincts of 
Deering and Utica in the second division, but those 
would only add to Sulzer's plurality. 

The position of the representative in the territorial 
legislature from the Second division, however, 
hangs on the acceptance or rejection of Utica's 
returns.  If the returns were corrected to comply 
with the attorney general’s ruling Philip Corrigan 
would be certified as representative, but if certain 
necessary certificates do not reach the canvassing 
board by tomorrow it is expected Thomas M. Reed 
will be declared elected.  The opinion also affects 
certain votes in the Third division which will decide 
the election between Thomas H. Holland, member 
of the last House, and Joseph Murray. 
After receiving the opinion from the attorney 
general the canvassing board adjourned until 
tomorrow afternoon to thoroughly weigh it before 
adjournment. 

Certificates of election were issued to the 
following named senators and representatives: 

Senators-John R. Heckman, First division; John 
Sunback, Second division; John Ronan, Third 
division; Dan Sutherland Fourth division. 

Representatives-William W. Casey, Monte 
Benson, Peter McCormack, First division; J.P. 
Daly, A.A. Allan, Nate Coombs, Second division; 
Frank B. Cannon, Thomas Price, Charles Day, 
Third division; W.T. Burns, L.C. Hess, Andrew Nerl, 
C.K. Snow, Fourth division. 

 
This, added to the telegrams received from 
Senator Dan Sutherland leads me to conclude that 
Grigsby and Jennings, judge, have now 

undertaken to advise the Canvassing Board to 
steal the election - will that's better than if I had it to 
do! 
 

Diary 28, 1917 
March 6 

- March 6th - 
In fear that the Board will issue the certificate of 
election to Sulzer under mistake or coercion, I am 
now cleaning out the offices & getting my affairs in 
shape to vacate if that situation is necessary. 
The P-I, reaching me today has this statement of 
Juneau work. 
 
[clipping] 

WICKERSHAM TO 
STAY IN CONGRESS 

Canvassing Board Accepts Re- 
turns Alleged to Have 

Been Irregular. 
IGNORES LEGAL ADVICE. 

Defers Issuing Certificate to Give 
Sulzer Chance to Attack De- 

cision in Courts. 
Special Cable to the Post-Intelligencer. 

JUNEAU, March 1.- If not enjoined by the courts 
before 10 o'clock tomorrow morning the election 
canvassing  
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6 
board will at that time issue a certificate declaring 
James Wickersham reelected delegate from 
Alaska. It is highly improbable that any legal action 
will be taken. 

The canvassing board this afternoon decided to 
count all returns from all precincts, irrespective of 
irregularities that might be on the face of the 
returns, and to issue certificates of election to 
those receiving the highest number of votes. 

Gov. Strong and Surveyor General Charles E. 
Davidson voted for that course of procedure, and 
Collector of Customs John F. Pugh voted against 
it. By common agreement, however, postponement 
of issuing certificates was taken until tomorrow 
morning in order to give attorneys for Charles A. 
Sulzer and any other candidates who might wish to 
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contest the decision time to apply to the courts for 
relief. 

Wickersham Plurality Thirty-One 
The decision of the board as it stands gives the 

election to Wickersham by Thirty-one plurality.  It 
also gives Philip Corrigan, Democrat, the election 
as representative from the Second division, and 
Joseph Murray the election from the Third division. 

In arriving at a decision the majority of the 
canvassing board disregarded the opinion 
rendered yesterday by Attorney General Grigsby, 
who held that the precincts of Utica, Chogiung, 
Nushagal and Bonnifield should not be counted.  
These precincts gave Wickersham fifty-one votes 
Sulzer eleven.  With them omitted Sulzer would 
have had nine plurality. 

In commenting on the decision, Gov. Strong said: 
“This board has been placed in a perplexing 
condition by reason of the fact that it is a partisan 
beard.  In speaking for myself and a majority of the 
board, I will say the question of party politics has 
not entered into our deliberations.  We have been 
actuated solely by a desire to perform our duties in 
accordance with our oaths and expressed wishes 
of the people of the territory at the November 
election, and the majority of the board, after due 
and careful consideration, do not consider it our 
duty to enter into the legal aspects of the vote as 
cast at the last election.  This is a ministerial body 
and not a judicial one, and if any representative or 
candidate is not satisfied with our action they have 
recourse to the courts, and have, in case of the 
delegate to congress, recourse to a higher court, 
the house of representatives of the congress.1 

Sulzer on Way to Juneau. 
Collector of Customs Pugh, who cast the 

dissenting vote, said he regarded the opinion of the 
attorney general sound and felt it his duty to follow 
the legal advice which the board had heretofore 
followed throughout its deliberations. 
Senator Sulzer is no en route here for r the open-
ing of the legislature.  He will arrive during the 
night, and at once decide what action he will take 
regarding the decision of the canvassing board. 
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March 7 

- Mch 7 - 
Busy working on books, papers etc. in readiness to 
pack up if occasion commands it. 
In spite of my majority of 31 votes over him, as 
found by the Canvassing Board, Sulzer has started 
suit: 
 
[clipping] 

SULZER STARTS FIGHT ON 
WICKERSHAM'S ELECTION\ 

Prays Out Writ of Mandamus 
Against Territorial Canvassing 

Board, Attacking Returns. 
Special Cable to the Post Intelligencer. 

JUNEAU, March 2.— Charles A. Sulzer, 
Democratic candidate for delegate to congress, 
today started a fight against the issuance of a 
certificate of election to James W-, independent 
Republican and present territorial delegate. 
Judge Jennings, of the United States district court, 
issued an alternative writ of mandamus 
commanding the territorial canvassing board to 
refrain from counting the ballots from the precincts 
in which irregularities were changed and issue a 
certificate of election to Sulzer.  The writ is 
returnable tomorrow afternoon. 

The complaint, which was filed by John R. Winn 
and John A. Hellenthal, charges that false, 
spurious and illegal votes were cast in the 
precincts mentioned and that no certificate 
accompanied such votes to explain why regular 
ballots were not used.  In these precincts the 
returns gave Wickersham seventy-six votes and 
Sulzer twenty-one votes.  The canvassing board 
gave the election to Wickersham by thirty-one 
plurality. 
 

Diary 28, 1917 
March 8 

- Mch 8th - 
George and I are busy in office on 
correspondence, papers etc.  The P-I this morning 
says: 
 
[clipping] 
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SULZER'S CONTEST FOR 
DELEGATE GOES OVER 

Hearing at Juneau Adjourned Till 
Tuesday Because District Attor- 
ney is Disqualified as Counsel. 

Special Cable to the Post-Intelligencer. 
JUNEAU, March 3.-Hearing on the alternative 

writ of mandamus prayed out by Charles A. Sulzer, 
Democrat, defeated by decision of the board of 
canvassers to give the election of delegate to 
James Wickersham, independent Republican, now 
holding the territorial seat in congress, was put 
over till Tuesday today by Federal Judge Jennings. 

James A. Smiser, district attorney, who appeared 
as counsel for the board, announced that the 
attorney general at Washington, D.C., had advised 
him he was disqualified because of his position, 
and hearing was adjourned to permit the board to 
get counsel. 

Since a Democratic board of canvassers has 
decided the election in favor of Wickersham in the 
face of a ruling by the territorial attorney general, 
considerable feeling has arisen in the party against 
Gov. Strong and Surveyor General Davidson 
because it is held they could have avoided the 
present trouble by acting on A- G- Grigsby's 
opinion, which, if followed, would have resulted in 
Sulzer getting a certificate of election. 
 
Bully for the Governor & Davidson.  Evidently they 
think better of themselves & their party than to be 
parties to a  
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ballot box robbery.  Grigsby, of course, will not 
hesitate -that is his, real and true idea of politics - 
its his idea of patriotism & duty as Atty. Genl. of 
Alaska.  Like Troy he thinks nothing of doing 
partisan politics — but, the Democratic 
organization will have much internecine trouble for 
the Governor & others know that where a 
candidate has received a majority of the votes at a 
free and honest election, it is dangerous and a 
revolutionary act to attempt to throw out the votes 

& to reverse the result! 
Then the Governor  
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& Davidson are not of the Troy-Grigsby faction - 
they are honest & inclined to stand up and do their 
full duty - Troy, Grigsby, Donohoe, Shackleford, & 
his big interest employers are fighting Strong & 
Davidson - there is a family quarrel on in the 
Democratic Party & if their enemies in their own 
party can use this contest to defeat a renomination 
of Strong, for Governor, and Davidson for Sec. of 
the Ter. they will wish to do it - hence the personal 
element in the Democratic quarrel over me. 
 

Diary 28, 1917 
March 9 

-9th- 
Nothing new from the Alaska contest.  If anything is 
done I have asked Dan Sutherland to telegraph - in 
the meantime I am busy cleaning up the office & 
preparing to pack. 
One thing: I have concluded that I must now make 
an earnest fight in defense of Sulzer's action (1) 
because being elected by the people it is my duty 
to do so, and (2) because it is my duty to support 
Governor Strong & Sec. Davidson, who have 
incurred the ill will of many by doing their duty 
fearlessly according to law. 
 

Diary 28, 1917 
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-10th - 
Working on library & letters. 
Nothing new from Juneau.  The President has 
issued proclamation calling Congress in extra 
session on April 16th - 
Emily Ann Wellman (Mrs. Emily Dornberg, of 
Nome, & who lodged at the Golden Gate Hotel in 
the winter of 1901-2 when I did, is playing at Keith's 
Theater, in Washington -all this week. 

Also, Constance Reed, the daughter of Mr. & 
Mrs. J.M. Reed, Jr. of Nome, and one of my friends 
there in the winter of 1901-2 is playing  
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(rather a minor part) in “Henry VIII.”  with Sir 
Beerbohm Pres. Co. at the New National Theater, 
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all this week - I sent both ladies tickets to the grand 
stand on the 5th  and they heard the President 
deliver his address. - though neither knew the other 
was in Washington. 
When I knew Constance in Nome she was only a 
long-legged awkward girl of 8 or 10 years of age - 
she loved dogs and drove them to Arctic sleds like 
a man - and swore at them on occasion like a 
trooper 
 

Diary 28, 1917 
March 11-12 

-11th – 
Sunday - worked in office all day - nothing new. 

-12th - 
At work as usual in office & my opponents in 
Alaska: 
 
[clipping] 

DEADLOCK TIES 
ALASKA SENATE 

Wickersham and Sulzer Fac- 
tions Battle for Control 

of Organization. 
MANDAMUS IS ARGUED. 

Demand of Sulzer That Illegal Votes 
Be Thrown Out Taken Under 

Advisement. 
Special Cable to the Post-Intelligencer. 

JUNEAU, Alaska, March 6.- The territorial senate 
is hopelessly deadlocked with the Wickersham 
contingent, desiring adjournment, fighting the open 
ballot and the roll call.  Today's session was a fight 
for the presidency, Sulzer, Ronan, Aldrich and 
Sundback voting for Frank Aldrich of Nome, and 
Hubbard, Gaustad, Sutherland and Heckman 
voting for Hubbard, of Valdez.  After the passage of 
a resolution expressing confidence in President 
Wilson and tendering him the support of all 
Alaskans, the senate adjourned until tomorrow 
noon. 
Democrats are prepared to fight the attempt of the 
Wickersham contingent to gain control of the 
senate 
 

Diary 28, 1917 12 

March 12 [clipping continued] 
House Organizes. 

House representatives perfected a complete 
organization this afternoon, electing Luther C. 
Hess, Democrat, of Fairbanks, speaker; A.H. 
Ziegler, Democrat of Juneau, chief clerk; Thomas 
Williams, Democrat, of Juneau, sergeant-at-arms, 
and Millard Murane, a University of Washington 
sophomore and the son of National Republican 
Committeeman C.D. Murane, messenger.  
Respecting the memory of John Heid, 
representative-elect, who died early in February, 
the house adjourned until 2 o’clock tomorrow. 

Sulzer Mandamus Argued. 
Arguments on an application of Charles A. Sulzer 

for a mandamus writ compelling the canvassing 
board to throw out illegal votes and issue a 
certificate of election to him were taken under 
advisement by Judge Jennings this afternoon.  The 
canvassing board filed its answer admitting the 
facts alleged in the application for the writ.  Court 
mandate points involved include whether the court 
has jurisdiction; whether mandamus as a remedy is 
available; also what constitutes a legal return.  
Sulzer asks that all precincts not having certificates 
should be ordered to show why official ballots 
should not be thrown out.  Decision is expected 
within a few days. 

Democrats Control House. 
Isaac Sowerby, Democrat, is elected 

representative of the First division territorial 
legislature over John Reck, Republican, by 300 
votes, with a few small precincts to hear from.  He 
fills the place made vacant by the death of John G. 
Heid, a Democratic majority in the house of 
representatives is now assured. 

 
Chas. E. Herron, Ed. of the Anchorage Times, is in 
the City & tells me that Tom Donohoe, the 
Democratic National Committeeman from Alaska is 
at the Raleigh Hotel & that Shackleford the Alaskan 
Republican, “boss” is also there  
 

Diary 28, 1917 12 
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March 12-13 -& they are engaged in a bi-partisan scheme to 
control the appointment of Governor & Sec. of 
Territory in Alaska in the interest of the big 
corporations. 
Their scheme is to get one of their men in each 
office and so clear out all who may be friendly to 
me, as well as to secure those subservient to their 
masters. 

-13th - 
Herron telephoned me just before he left for New 
York today that he had a long talk with Donohoe 
last night at the Hotel & that D- is loud in his abuse 
of Governor Strong & Sec. Davidson,  
 

Diary 28, 1917 
March 13 

13 
calling them ugly names and especially damns 
them for being “Wickersham men.” 
He declares he will fight them for reappointment 
and if he fails he will resign from his office as 
Demo. Nat'l. Committee man for Alaska and go 
home in disgust! 
Oh, Tommy, don’t be rash! 
Later - Herron had a long talk this forenoon with 
Meyer, who has recently been appointed the head 
of the Alaska Railway work by Sec. Lane.  Herron 
told Meyer about Donohue and Shackleford - & the 
threats  
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being made against Gov Strong & Sec. Davidson.  
Mayer said both would be reappointed and that 
Donohoe's opposition would not avail him anything.  
Some time ago when Mrs. Hatcher was here she 
also talked to Secry. Lane about the same matter - 
Sec. Lane told her Strong would be appointed to 
succeed himself - so it comes from all quarters. 
 

-14- 
The Juneau papers came in today & give a 
somewhat full account of the proceedings  
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before the Canvassing Board in my case.  It seems 
both the Governor & Sec. Davidson declined to 

follow Atty. Genl. Grigsby's written opinion on the 
law, and throw out enough precincts to give the 
certificate to Sulzer, and both of them made public 
statements giving the reasons for their action. 
Their courage is creditable and binds me to fight to 
sustain them in case Judge Jennings shall issue a 
mandamus to compel them to act in accordance 
with Grigsby's views. 
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-15- 
Working in office - nothing new. 

-16- 
Working in office - same as usual. 
Geo. E. Baldwin, “Copper River Gorge,” was in to 
talk over wagon road up McCarthy Creek to the 
“Mother Lode Mines,” for Jim Godfrey.  When I 
used to see Godfrey in Valdes he was a poor 
prospector - he is now a wealthy New York mining 
promoter - the real thing! 
Telegram from Senator Gaustad at Juneau this 
morning, - says the Certificate of Election is not 
issued - that Rustgard has filed a brief for the 
Canvassing Board – 
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-17- 
Finishing up correspondence and studying up on 
Election Contests - if the court compels the Alaska 
Canvassing Board to give Sulzer the election 
certificate I will institute a suit in contest before the 
House of Representatives - & I am learning how to 
do it.  Wood, of Iowa, the Ch. of the Rep. Cong. 
Com. thinks that Judge Jennings will decide in my 
favor - & he probably would if only the law 
applicable to the case is considered, but Jennings 
is a bitter partisan - & hates me for defeating him 
four years ago. 
 

Diary 28, 1917 
March 18 

-18- 
I have received many letters of appreciation for the 
success of our battle to create a National Park 
around Mt McKinley, and among them one from 
the Camp Fire Club of New York & the following 
engrossed Resolution. 

“Resolution” 
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At a meeting of the executive committee of the 
Boone & Crockett Club, held at the residence of 
the President, Major Austin Wadsworth , Feb- 22, 
1917, it was unanimously 
resolved, that the Boone and Crocket Club 
expresses its cordial appreciation of the services of 
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-18- 
the Hon James Wickersham in presenting to 
Congress the Bill to establish the Mt McKinley 
National Park in Alaska, and in urging it forward to 
favorable consideration.  This act of statesmanship 
shows a vision which reaches far beyond the 
present moment.  It looks forward to the material 
development of Alaska: to the conservation of its 
magnificent game, and to making accessible its 
marvelous scenery.  It is peculiarly fitting that Mr. 
Wickersham, who was the first man to attempt to 
climb Mt. McKinley,  
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in 1903, should have introduced the bill which 
establishes on it which establishes a national park, 
and it is fitting also that the bill should bear his 
name. 
In a proposed history of the enactment of this 
legislation the club will take pleasure in especially 
pointing out Mr. Wickershams interest and 
activities in this matter. 
The club ventures to hope that in time Mr. 
Wickersham will publish in detail the record of his 
arduous trip to the mountain in the summer of 
1903. 

W. A. Wadsworth  President  
Kermit Roosevelt  Secretary. 
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The letters and resolutions of appreciation afford 
me real pleasure and give me hope that the public 
interest which they represent will maintain the Park 
and protect the big game within its boundaries. 
Mrs. W. & I went out to pay our dinner call on Mr. & 
Mrs. Charles Sheldon, this afternoon, and I took 
him my enlarged photograph of McKinley.  It was 

taken by Jeffrey in 1903 from the glacial bars on 
the McKinley fork about 8 miles N.W. of the 
mountain. 
 

Diary 28, 1917 
March 19-20 

-19th - 
German submarines sank 3 U.S. ships yesterday - 
in the zone around England where our vessels had 
been warned by Germany not to go.  There is little 
excitement about the matter - for such action 
seems to have been expected.  Working in the 
office - nothing unusual, but I am getting ready to 
start west in a few days. 

20th 
Deposited $10,000 in bonds in the Nat. Capital 
Bank - gave Mrs. W- the receipt & keys - in case 
anything happens 
 

Diary 28, 1917 
March 20 

20 
Read copy of Brief filed in case of Sulzer v The 
Canvassing Board - at Juneau.  Following editorial 
from the Seattle P-I. just in: 
 
[clipping] 

THE ALASKA ELECTION. 
Technical violations of the territorial election law 

have been regarded as excusable by the Alaska 
canvassing board, considering the handicaps of 
weather and pioneer life existing in remote 
precincts.  The territory has been trying for more 
than three months to decide who was elected 
delegate to congress at the November election, 
and the canvassing board has only recently 
decided that James Wickersham received a 
plurality of thirty-one votes over Charles A. Sulzer. 

There were important irregularities in the returns 
from three precincts in which sample and unofficial 
ballots were used, without explanation being made 
by the local election officers.  Attorney G- Grigsby 
advised that the votes of these precincts were 
illegal, and if his advice had been followed by the 
canvassing board Mr. Sulzer would have been 
declared elected by a small plurality. 

Gov. Strong, chairman of the canvassing board, 
in declaring the returns in favor of Delegate 
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Wickersham, said: 
“I know something about this territory,  I know the 

conditions that obtain in its remotest precincts. 
During my twenty years’ residence in Alaska I have 
lived in two such precincts.  I know the handicaps 
that are before our people living in such places, 
where the means of transportation are extremely 
limited, and I conceive it to be at least my duty to 
take the most liberal view of these conditions, to 
the end that the people of those precincts should 
not be deprived of their privilege of expressing their 
choice for members of the legislature and delegate 
to congress, by their vote. 

I do not believe it to be the province of this board 
to pass upon the legal questions which may be 
involved, and after much thought I have taken this 
step.” 

The disputed precincts are remote from 
civilization, so remote that it was three months 
before the returns reached Juneau.  It is a 
questions whether the technicalities of law, rather 
than the intent of the voters, should be regarded in 
precincts so handicapped.  The courts may, of 
course, reverse the findings of the canvassing 
board.  W-'s total vote was 6,490; Sulzer's vote 
was 6,459.  Prohibition carried by a majority of 
4,237 votes; for prohibition, 9,052; against 
prohibition 4,815, a remarkable reversal of public 
opinion from the conflictions of a few years ago. 
 

Diary 28, 1917 
March 20 

20 
The Alaska Senate is having a squabble over 
organizing - they are divided 4 - 4- and the 
following clipping shows how they are endeavoring 
to get together 
 
[clipping] 

ALASKA SENATE A 
GREES TO DRAW 

LOTS FOR JOBS 
In Caucus Three Hours as 
Crowd Waits and Dead- 

lock on How to 
Deal Cards. 

Special Cable to the Post-Intelligencer. 
JUNEAU, March 13.— Senator Frank A. Aldrich, 
Democrat, of Nome, one of the candidates for the 
presidency of the territorial senate, at the beginning 
of today's session, swept opposition senators off 
their feet by suggesting that the senate deadlock 
by broken by drawing lots for every office from 
president down. 

“For the sake of the territory's greater good we 
will sacrifice every political right and advantage and 
take an Alaskan's sporting chance on 
organization,” he said.  'We must get organized.  
The people of Alaska demand it and we owe it to 
them. 
Senators Sutherland and Gaustad raised the point 
that it would lower the dignity of the presidential 
office if lots were drawn for it.  Senator Aldrich 
contended that it was the only way 
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[clipping continued] 
out of the deadlock.  The opposition wouldn't agree 
to anything else unless it carried a slate. 

“My plan does away with  all slates in the 
organization,” Aldrich said. 

An amendment was passed at the suggestion of 
Senator Sutherland providing for the elimination of 
Alfred Maltby and William Eddy, rival candidate, 
over whom the real issue is supposed to have 
been, but it was reconsidered when the senators 
found that Sutherland intended that both men were 
to be eliminated from candidacy for every office in 
the senate’s gift. 

A resolution providing for drawing lots for all 
offices finally passed.  It was seconded by Senator 
Sulzer.  The senate then agreed to caucus one 
hour in order to determine the method of drawing 
lots for offices.  At the time set for convening, 3 
o'clock this afternoon, a crowed gathered to 
witness the novel proceeding until several hundred 
people thronged the corridors of the Goldstein 
building. 

Senators were unable to agree upon a method of 
drawing and adjourned until tomorrow, after they 
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had kept the crowd waiting three hours in the foyer. 
During the discussion on the resolution Senator 

Sutherland launched an attack upon Senator 
Sulzer, declaring he had no right to participate in 
the senate organization because he probably 
would represent Alaska in the national congress.  
Sulzer, replying, said he did not care to air any 
political grievances upon the floor of the senate. 
President Pro Tempore Heckman called both 
senators to order. 

-March 21st- 
The President has, today, issued another call for 
an Extra Session of Congress, on act. of German 
threats - fixing the date of the meeting for April 2nd, 
instead of 16th! 
 

Diary 28, 1917 
March 21 

21 
Well, the expected has happened: 
[clipping] 

C.A. SULZER DEFEATS WICKERSHAM. 
JUNEAU, Alaska, March 21.- Charles A. Sulzer, 
democrat, and brother of former Gov. William 
Sulzer of New York, was elected delegate to 
Congress from Alaska last November by a Majority 
of nineteen votes, according to a decision by 
United States Judge Robert W. Jennings.  The 
canvassing board had declared James 
Wickersham, independent republican, elected, but 
an appeal was taken to the federal court.  
Wickersham has served four terms as delegate 
from Alaska. 
 
[telegram:] 

Juneau, Alaska, Mch. 20, 1917 
Hon. James Wickersham, M.C. Wash. D.C. 
Jennings today in frankly partisan opinion decided 
in favor of Sulzer and mandamus may issue.  
Tremendous political pressure exerted upon Board 
by entire democratic machine.  You owe it to Board 
and your friends to make contest in House.  You 
were elected fairly ample majority.  Unless you 
fight for rights in Washington it may prove the 
undoing of Board and your friends.  Remain where 
you are until you receive mail.  Immediately 

following decision Legislature passed memorial 
endorsing 
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[telegram continued:] 
Governor Strong reappointment - Sulzer only 
dissenting. 

Hubbard, Nerland,  
Gaustad, Day,  
Rustgard, Sutherland,  
Valentine. 

Good for the Legislature!  Also recd, the following 
telegrams from Fairbanks. 
 Fairbanks, Alaska, March 20, 1917 
James Wickersham, Wash. D.C.  
Juneau brigands report Sulzer your successor.  
Old guard of the Fourth say you are there to stay: 
we expected nothing better from the Juneau 
highbinders.  Can we be of service let us know.  
We expect you to fight this holdup to a finish. 

Frank B. Mcdonald 
Dan Driscoll 
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And from Henry T. Ray —  

Fairbanks, Alaska, Mar 20, 1917 
James Wickersham, Delegate Als, Wash. D.C. 
Your friends urge take election matter up in House 
offer assistance financially and otherwise.  Vault 
[Creek] precinct returns in clerks office here, 
correct in every particular.  I notified canvassing 
Board and entered protest in February.  Have you 
looked into legality soldiers vote.  No question this 
vote result activity certain officials easy proof.  Cast 
almost solid against you.  Old bunch loyal as ever 
send greeting. 

Henry T. Ray. 
 

Diary 28, 1917 
March 21 

21 
I replied to Sutherland, Juneau, asking if Vault 
creek returns had not been counted and why - and 
asking them to get Governor Strong and Secretary 
Davidson to make a finding of facts showing total 
vote and that precincts omitted were so omitted on 
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courts order - Ray asking particulars about Vault 
Creek returns - think he must certainly be 
mistaken. 
I intend, of course, to fight this barefaced steal to 
the end as hard as I can - both for the people of 
Alaska and for the Governor & Secretary! 
 

Diary 28, 1917 
March 22 

22 
Mar 22, 1917 
[clipping] 

The Washington Post: 
Thursday, March 22, 1917 

VIEWS OF WORLD TRAVELERS 
MET IN CAPITAL HOTEL LOBBIES 

It will, of course, make no difference in the vote, 
on the speakership, but the Republicans are 
probably going to lose one of the present 
accredited membership of the next Congress.  The 
reports from Alaska are that Delegate Wickersham, 
who was given a certificate of election, will after all 
not take his seat. 
The district court of Alaska has decided that 
Charles A. Sulzer, a brother of former Gov. William 
Sulzer, of New York, on the face of the returns was 
elected by a majority of nineteen votes.  T.J. 
Donohue, Democratic national committeeman for 
Alaska, who is at the Willard, received a telegram 
from Mr. Sulzer yesterday, in which it was stated 
that the latter would be here in time to be sworn in 
at the opening of the session a week from Monday. 

“I do not apprehend that there will be any serious 
contest over the seating of Mr. Sulzer,” said Mr. 
Donohue, “but if Mr. Wickersham makes a contest 
we are prepared to furnish enough evidence to 
convince any committee that Mr. Sulzer was fairly 
elected.  To start with, the Democrats claimed the 
election of Sulzer, but a Democratic canvassing 
board composed of Gov. Strong, Surveyor General 
Davidson’s and Collector of the Port Pugh, in 
defiance of all precedent and an opinion of the 
attorney general, gave a certificate of election to 
Wickersham.  We appealed to the district court and 
the other day a decision -was handed down 
rejecting the votes of six precincts - Keggiung, 

Nushagak, Bonnifield, Deering, Utica and Vault - 
on the ground that they had not a sufficient number 
of votes under the Australian ballot system to 
entitle them to recognition.  This was according to 
precedent, and was also justified because the 
ballots returned were typewritten and irregular. 
“Mr. Sulzer is 39 years old and went from New 
York to Alaska fifteen years ago, right after 
graduation. He has made good there.” 
 

Diary 28, 1917 
March 23 

- Mch. 23rd - 
Went down and had a half hours talk with 
Secretary Lane, about appointments, (especially 
that for Governor) in Alaska, I did all the talking - 
he just looked at me - as George Baldwin says “like 
a bull at a bastard calf” - and said nothing.  
Evidently he is being strongly urged by Donohoe & 
the Shackleford crowd to do things he ought not - 
yet I am not ready to believe they can get him to 
make such appts. as Griffin for Governor! 
I protested especially against Griffin. 
 

Diary 28, 1917 
March 24 

-24th - 
Chas. E. Herron, Ed. Anchorage Times, here 
today.  We have had a talk with Judge Park, of 
Georgia, about Donohoe & his efforts to remove 
U.S. Dist. Atty. Spence, of Valdes, Park will take 
matter up next week on his return from Ga. 

I telegraphed Dan Sutherland asking about 
issuance of Certificate of Election to Sulzer - we 
have not heard anything this week & I am anxious 
to know what is doing.  In case it issues I will go to 
work to packing & sending my books etc. west, & 
start my Contest! 
 

Diary 28, 1917 
March 25 

-25th - 
Received the following telegram from Senator 
Sutherland: 

Juneau, Alaska, Mar. 24, 1917 
James Wickersham, Delegate from Alaska. 
Wash, D.C.  Certificate to Sulzer issued and dated 
today. Writ prohibited Board from inserting in 
certificate that it was issued pursuant to order of 
court.  Committee on contest should immediately 
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subpoena Davidson and Shorthill to produce 
records.  Clerk of court Valdes can show ballots 
were in September mail.  Postoffice department 
can show that September, October, November  
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not forwarded to Bristol Bay until January.  If 
Jennings ruling were applied to all returns you 
would be one thousand votes ahead of Sulzer.  
Rustgard sending certified copies as fast as 
obtainable. 

Dan Sutherland. 
Evidently the Governor & Secretary of the Territory 
stood fast for honest elections and a fair count of 
the returns, but Judge Jennings stood for 
Democratic party in Alaska - the only way they 
could beat me was to count me out & Jennings did 
it. 
 

Diary 28, 1917 
March 26-28 

-26th – 
Getting office in shape - nothing new. 

-27th – 
Same as yesterday and studying up the election 
law.  We have begun to pack our quota of public 
documents into mail bags & I will ship them to 
Fairbanks.  It is a lot of stuff that is not valuable but 
it comes in handy in a new country. 

-28th - 
Same as yesterday - nothing new.  Have not yet 
received any part of the record from Juneau, but 
Waiting for it impatiently.  Getting pub. doc's out of 
office. 
 

Diary 28, 1917 
March 29-30 

-29th – 
Nothing new – same as yesterday. 

March 30, 1917 
Fifty years ago today the treaty of Cession of 
Alaska from Russia to the United States was 
signed in Washington by Seward & Stoekcl. 

Have just received a letter from Dan Sutherland 
from Juneau.  He says there is a bitter fight on 
between the Jennings-Troy faction and Governor 
Strong, Sec. Davidson & their friends.  It did not 
arise over my election canvass but that has greatly 

exaggerated it. 
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March 31 

Mch. 31. 
We are packing many of our pub. docs, in mail 
bags for storage & moving all the remainder into 
Room 167, my south room, since I cannot retain 
two rooms without a certificate of election which 
Sulzer has now obtained thanks to Jennings writ of 
peremptory mandamus to the Canvassing Board. 
It seems hat Valentine filed a set of objections 
before the Canvassing Board - against counting 
other precincts but Jennings would not consider 
them.  No copies of court or other official papers 
received yet. 
 

Diary 28, 1917 
April 1-2 

-April 1st – 
Sunday, but am working out the problem of how to 
get my contest against Sulzer in proper form. 

-April 2nd - 
Same as yesterday - Congress met today in 
Special Session.  A division in Republican ranks.  
Champ Clark & full Democratic officers elected - I 
think the Republicans are better off not to have the 
burden or organization the House, since both the 
President & Senate are Democratic. 
President Wilson delivered his war message 
tonight, 8:30 p.m. 
 

Diary 28, 1917 
April 3-4 

-April 3rd – 
Charles A. Sulzer, Delegate from Alaska reached 
the Capital today & was sworn in & took his seat. 
 
[clipping] 

SWEARING IN OF A DELEGATE ELECT. 
Mr. RAKER.  Mr. Speaker, the Hon. Charles C. 

Sulzer, Delegate elect from Alaska, is present and 
desires to take the oath of office. 

The SPEAKER.  The Chair has the credentials of 
Mr. SULZER and they are regular in form.  They 
are signed by the governor, the surveyor general, 
and the collector of customs, who seem to 
constitute the canvassing board. 

Hon. Charles C. SULZER, Delegate elect from 
Alaska, appeared before the bar of the House and 
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took the oath of office. 
 

Working industriously in preparation of my Notice & 
Petition of Contest. 

April 4th. 
Same as yesterday. 
 
[clipping] 

Mr. SULZER. Mr. Speaker, I ask you to have the 
Journal and RECORD corrected.  On page 57 of 
the Record my name is given as “CHARLES C.”  It 
should be “CHARLES A.” 

The SPEAKER.  Without objection, the correction 
will be made both in the Record and in the Journal. 

There was no objection. 
 
We will probably have a bill 
tomorrow for “full territorial form of Government.”  
Senate passed act declaring War  
 

Diary 28, 1917 
April 4-6 

4 
Against Germany last night.  House will pass it 
today. 

-5th – 
The House passed the bill declaring War on 
Germany this morning at 3 o’clock - & the 
President has signed it & we are at war with 
Germany! 
Have prepared my Notice of Contest & Petition & 
submitted it to Merrill Morris & other for criticism 
etc. 

-6th- 
Same work as yesterday on Notice Contest & 
Petition -its a long technical paper & troublesome. - 
but I hope it will oust Mr. Sulzer. 
 

Diary 28, 1917 
April 7 

-7th - 
Have finished preparation of my Notice of Contest 
& Petition & have copy in hands of Hon Merrill 
Moores, of Ind. & Judge Houston of Tenn. to pass 
on general plan - will file it Monday - 

I have today received the final certified copy of 
the Minutes Of The Board Of Canvassers - Juneau 
- Gov. Strong, Sur-Genl. Davidson Collector 

Customs Pugh, which canvassed & compiled the 
returns of the elections of Nov. 7, 1916 for 
Delegate to Congress etc. 
Also now have certified copy Court Records.   
 

Diary 28, 1917 
April 7-8 

7 
These records have been made up & sent to me by 
my friends at Juneau & Gov. Strong & Sur. Genl. 
Davidson seem to have given them very 
sympathetic assistance! 

-8th - 
Recd telegram today as follows  

Fairbanks, Alaska, April 7, 1917 
James Wickersham, House Office Bldg. 
Wash, D.C.  Anxious to know what you are doing 
about contesting delegateship are ready and willing 
assist any manner deemed expedient to help right 
wrong done Alaska citizens and you by men who 
placed politics above honor and fair play answer 
collect. 
Mcphee, Driscoll, Dunham, Smith, Kenyon, 
Bishoprick, Wiseman, Pratt. 
 

Diary 28, 1917 
April 8 

8 
I sent them the following answer: 

Washington D. C. April 8, 1917 
William H. Mcphee, Fairbanks, Alaska. 
Am doing exactly what you boys want done fighting 
like hell and promise you never quit till receiver 
stolen goods is thrown out of Congress.  Will file 
contest papers tomorrow with certainty success.  
Honest congressmen favor fair elections and 
honest court of ballots -so dont worry. 

James Wickersham. 
Sunday.  Judge Park, congressman from Georgia, 
spent two hours in my office discussing & going 
over  
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8 
contest papers with me - & he promises me 
vigorous assistance. 
Sulzer and his bunch are fighting Dist. Atty. 
Spence, of Valdes who is Parks friend - hence his 
interest - though he is also my friend. 
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John Barrack, Pres. Samson Hd. Co. Fairbanks, 
called on us this (Sunday) evening & spent an hour 
giving us the news about the Tanana.  Conditions 
generally are good & Debbie was much pleased to 
get the benefit of his conversation. 

-9th - 
Working to get Notice of Contest and Petition ready 
for service.  The  
 

Diary 28, 1917 
April 9-10 

9 
papers are technical and long, & we have to make 
copies for service & did not get them finished 
today. 

-10- 
We finished Notice & Petition for contest vs. 
Sulzer, and made service on him this forenoon. 
George A. Jeffery went up to his room and made 
personal service on him.  Judge Houston read my 
Notice & Petition & yesterday told me he approved 
them, & today Mr. Merrill Moores, of Ind, who is an 
expert says they are “artistically drawn” -whatever 
he means by it.  Anyway they are drawn and  
 

Diary 28, 1917 
April 10 

10 
served & the case is begun. 
I am informed that Mr. James T. Lloyd, of Mo, for 
ten years a member of Congress & a friend of 
Speaker Clark’s, has been employed to represent 
Sulzer, as attorney. I signed my own papers in 
Propria Persona. 
Judge Parks, of Georgia, says he will ask leave to 
extend his remarks in the record and will then have 
my Notice & Petition printed for the information of 
the House.  If he does I can then get copies (by 
paying for them) and send them to the people of 
the Territory. 
 

Diary 28, 1917 
April 11-14 

-11th – 
Judge Parks, of Ga. asked leave to extend his 
remarks etc. to include my Notice of Contest.  Mr. 
Mann of Illinois objected 

-12- 
Working on my brief in Contest case - studying the 
law of the case. 

-13- 
Same as yesterday - nothing new, except George 
saw 'Judge' Erwin U.S. Marshal in the H.O. 
Building today -evidently he had been to call on 
Sulzer. 

-14- 
Just working – 
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April 15-16 

-15- 
Sunday.  Ira D. Orton, formerly from Nome, now 
prominent attorney at Seattle called & visited with 
me an hour. 

-16- 
Just working on brief.  We are all talking War these 
days and wondering why? 
Judge Houston informed me this evening that he 
had a letter from Mrs. Hatcher, at Juneau, saying 
that Gov. Strong's enemies were making war on 
him etc. 
He went up to see Sec. Lane today & showed him 
the letter and urged Strongs reappointment.  Lane 
seems to be in doubt, but Houston thinks he will 
reappoint Strong? 
 

Diary 28, 1917 
April 17-18 

-17- 
Working on Contest brief 

-18- 
Same as yesterday. 
Judge Park, M.C. from Georgia, told me he had a 
long talk with Sec. Lane today and strongly 
denounced Judge Jennings & his actions in 
deciding my case in Juneau without notice to me.  
Sulzer was waiting & evidently there to do the 
same to Governor Strong. 
Jennings was reappointed District Judge for Alaska 
yesterday - Parks asked Senator Overman to hold 
off confirmation. 
 

Diary 28, 1917 
April 19-20 

-19- 
Working on brief - letters and telegrams from 
Alaska urging me to contest Sulzer vigorously & I 
must do it - much against my personal inclination - 
for it will not do to give up when the people elected 
me - & let a few corrupt scamps steal an election. 
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-20- 
Have just received a long letter from Rev S. Hall 
Young, containing extracts from a letter from Gov. 
Strong, who denounces his Democratic friends 
attempt to steal the election in hearty & most 
vigorous language. 
 

Diary 28, 1917 
April 20-21 

20 
Have asked Judge Houston to write to Strong 
assurances of support. - Houston promised. 

-21- 
Recd telegram from Dan Sutherland asking me to 
hold up Jennings confirmation until Strong, 
Governor, can reach Washington in May. 
I doubt if I can do it but I'll try - Have appointment 
with Senator Poindexter (member Judiciary Com) 
for tomorrow to that end.  “Judge” Erwin is here 
urging his candidacy for reappointment as U.S. 
Marshal, 4th Div. & walking from office to office 
knocking me & boosting Sulzer. 
 

Diary 28, 1917 
April 22-24 

-22- 
Sent a telegram to Rev Jules Prevost former 
printer at St. James Mission, Alaska, where about 
1894 he printed Indian books, and who now 
resides at Glenlock, Pa. asking if I may come & call 
on him on Tuesday.  Recd, answer to come & I’ll 
go! 

-23rd- 
Working on my brief & will go tomorrow to 
Glenlock, Pa. so see Prevost & get information 
about early printing on the Yukon. 

-24- 
Off for Glenloch, Pa. and a visit with Rev. Jules 
Prevost. 

Diary 28, 1917 
April 24 

24 
Reached Phil, at one o’clock but the Glenlock train 
time was 2:30 so I explored for an hour and a half - 
an old book store, of course. 
Reached Glenlock on time and found Mrs. Prevost 
waiting for me.  She reported Dr. Prevost sick in 
bed - nothing serious, the result of cold - She had 
with her Mr. Kate, a neighbor & the Misses 
Lockwood & Mrs. Riley, friends & neighbors.  We 

drove to the Prevost home, the vicarage of his 
church, & I went up & paid my respects & 
condolences & they then insisted on rushing me off 
in Mr. Kates automobile - one  
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24 
of the Misses Lockwood driving, to Valley Forge, 
across a beautiful country - Wm Penns best lands - 
to Washington's Headquarters up the heights to the 
old fort, etc, & then to Washington Memorial & 
Museum Valley Forge.  This is the product of the 
energy and patriotic devotion of Rev W. Herbert 
Bink, who wrote his autography in a copy of his 
monograph “The Valley Forge Guide” & presented 
it to me. 
We met Mifs Jeannette Richards of Washington, 
here with a party of friends.  After visiting the 
Observatory on the summit of the highest part of 
the mountain & reaching its top - we returned to 
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Glenloch where Mr. Kate & the ladies left us and 
returned home.  I had dinner with Mrs. Prevost, her 
mother, and the family, Dr. Prevost being unable to 
be at the table.  After dinner I had my long wished 
for and really interesting talk with Dr. & Mrs. 
Prevost about the first printing press in interior 
Alaska. 
Dr. Prevost made a journey to Southeastern 
Alaska in 1890 for the Indian Rights Assoc. of Phil.  
He went to the Yukon in 1891 for the Episcopal 
Church & established the St James Mission.  The 
printing press was sent to him by his 
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friends in 1892.  He printed a few church songs (in 
Indian) on the press but these were gathered and 
printed in “Tennatla by Chilichu Christsun, Fort 
Adams: St- James Mission 1894.” a copy of which 
he kindly gave me. 
He began the publication of the “Yukon Press” on 
this hand press, the first copy being dated Fort 
Adams, Alaska Jan. 1, 1894.”  He went over these 
papers with me carefully and gave me a file & 
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assisted me in the preparation of the dates of the 
publications.  My file does not include on No. which 
he is to send me. 
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24 
Yukon Press 
Vol. 1, Fort Adams Alaska, Jan 1, 1894. No. 1.  
The above is exact title of Vol. 1 No 1, and the 
entire file date is as follows, 
Vol 1, No 1 Jan 1, 1894  
    “ 1,   “  2  May 1, 1894 
    “          3  June 1, 1895  
    “ 2,   “  1, Jany 1, 1896 
    “  “    “  2, June - 1896 
    “  “    “  3, April, 1897 
    “ 3 was type written & single issue  
    “ 4 No  1, Jan 15, 1899 
    “  “    “  2, Jan 21, 1899 
    “  “    “  3, Jan 31, 1899 
    “  “    “  4, Feb 15, 1899 
    “ 5, No 1, Feb 28, 1899 
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24 
Vol 5, No 2, March 17, 1899. 
   “ 5 (Extra Edition) No. 3, March 22, 1899. 
   “ 5, No. 4, April 1, 1899 
   “  “    “   5, April 20, 1899 

These are all the numbers ever printed, with the 
exception that Vol. 1, No 2, dated May 1, 1894 was 
reprinted in the States & I have both prints in my 
file. 

After the Dawson stampede the paper was 
discontinued at Circle - I forgot to say that Vols 1 & 
2 were printed at Fort Adams, or St James Mission 
- about 8 miles below Tanana - below the mouth of 
the Tanana river on the north bank - 
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while Vols 4 & 5, were printed in Circle City. 

A new head was prepared for the paper & used 
first on the issue of Vol. 2, No 1, Jany 1, 1896.  It 
was prepared by Rev J. W. Chapman of Anvik, & a 
bull moose drawn on a scroll, hung on an arrow, 
with the words “Yukon Press” on either side makes 

the head. 
After Vol V. was completed the paper went out of 
business until about 1902 when George Hinton 
Heney leased the plant & took to Fort Gibbon - 
Tanana - where he started the publication under 
the old name. 
He began to criticize Mr. John Bathurst whom I had 
appointed Commissioner - & Ex officer Justice of 
the Peace at Tanana. His criticisms became so 
personal and related so fully to trials pending 
before the justice that he tried Henry for contempt 
& sent him to jail. 
But from his cell Henry issued next weeks paper 
worse than ever, whereupon Bathurst issued a 
warrant in rem & put the press in jail! & that 
stopped the issue of the Yukon Press forever. 
The old press is now at Tanana where 
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it is stored for me to be given to the Fairbanks 
College when we get one for preservation with my 
library. 

Mr. Prevost also gave me a copy of “Programme 
of the Circle City Minstrels, 4 pages, same size as 
Yukon Press, dated Feb 25, 1899, filled with 
programme & advertisements. 
We talked till late hour & I am now in possession of 
pretty full date & file of publications of the first 
press of the Yukon & the press itself awaits my 
guardianship at Tanana. 
 

Diary 28, 1917 
April 25 

-25- 
The Prevosts gave me a good bed and breakfast 
and the boys took to the depot in their machine & I 
am now in Phil, at the Walton Hotel.  Spent an hour 
or two in Leary’s Old Bookstore, & bought History 
of Chester Co. Pa $12.00.  It has the beginning - 
the early history of the Wickersham family in it & I 
wanted it for my library.  I intend to go to Kennett 
Square, Pa. in the morning.  My people lived in the 
next township north - East Marlborough - from 
1700 till 

Diary 28, 1917 
April 25-26 

25 
my great grandfather “Samson” went down the 
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Ohio river & located at Harrodsburg, Kentucky, 
about 1780. 
Saw “Our Country Cousin” tonight. 

-26- 
Up at 6 a.m. and took 7 o’clock train for Kennett 
Square, Pa.  Crossed at Chadds Ford of the 
Brandywine and in Kennett at 9 oclock.  Went to 
the hotel & rested a while - then inquired 
for Wm Wickersham, who a Congressman Butler 
told me lived in Kennett. 
Found his house & called.  He is tall, spare, 
scholarly, and is a Quaker of the old stock.  He 
received me in a 
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26 
very friendly manner & his sister May or Mary 
came in & met me. They sent for their brother 
Frank, & sister Ann.  Wm has been a teacher and 
scholar.  Frank is a surveyor & contractor - road 
builder etc.  They were all born and raised in and 
around Kennett, though Frank was in the West for 
some years in railroad work.  After lunch with Frank 
at the Kennett Hotel, I secured the services of an 
automobile & we went out to see the old 
Wickersham family American birthplace.  We 
passed “Cedarcroft” Bayard Taylor’s home.  Two 
miles north of Kennett is  
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the old home place.  Here Thomas Wickersham 
and Alice, his wife settled in 1700, and here today 
more than two centuries afterward, we stood in 
their original rooms & wondered at the labor and 
effort put into the great walls of their low ceilinged, 
old fashioned English country house. 
The house was built on a sloping hill side, just 
above a stream of water.  It faces east and a 
beautiful prospect. It was two story, in part, and the 
general plan is as follows: [Wickersham drew a 
cross-sectional sketch of the building] 
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April 26 

26 
Being on a sloping hill side the front part of the 
House was two stories while the rear part was only 

one story -a Great stone fire place was built in 
each part, at the west end of the front ground floor 
- at the west end of the rear ground - raised storey.  
The big fire place down stairs in the front room is 
the old hearthstone of the Wickersham family in 
America.  The old fireplace stands out in the fore 
front and covers the greater part of the west end of 
the first floor - It is big, wide, deep & built about 
1700.  It is the old hearth stone by side of which my 
great grandfather  
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26 
Sampson Wickersham sat when a boy.  He was 
the son of James, the son of Thomas, the first.  He 
was raised here a went to school at Kennett 
meeting school house.  He was born January 20, 
1751. 
(I am greatly pleased to find that the record sent to 
me by Mrs. Barney Logue, of Harrodsburg, Ky, 
taken from the Grandfather Sampson 
Wickershams old family bible, and the record taken 
from the church records of old Kennett Quaker 
meeting, correspond exactly in the date of the birth 
of Sampson).  Sampson was married the first time 
to Elizabeth Jackson, at Kennett Church, Nov. 20, 
1775. - Afterward  
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26 
he married my great grandmother Elizabeth 
Lesenger in Kentucky. 

Here in these rooms he was born, & here he 
played & went to school.  
We then went over to the old Kennett Meeting 
House (Quaker) found the Sexton, went in & 
examined its ancient seats, galleries, etc. its old 
horse block, etc. all made known to the world in 
“THE STORY OF KENNETT,” by Baycur [?] Taylor.  
Visited the Deacon, Passmore, & then back to 
Kennett. Mr. P- told me where I could get a copy of 
the letter book entitled “1710-1910, Bi-Centennial 
of Old Kennett Meeting House,” 
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26 
which contains a special account of the 
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“Wickersham family -genealogy.  I also bought a 
copy of “The Story of Kennett,” in the Kennett 
bookstore, and now I called & bid good bye to my 
cousins - several times removed, but none the less 
cousinly & left Kennett on the 6 p.m. train for 
Baltimore & Washington. 

I have had an unusually beautiful day - one of the 
most pleasant, and I take away with me to our 
Western homes the most interesting traditions & 
pleasant memories of the old Quaker, Thomas & 
his sons & daughters of Kennett. 
 

Diary 28, 1917 
April 27-28 

-27- 
Back in the office at work. 

-28th - 
Working on brief in Contest Case. 
I received a telegram today saying  
 Fairbanks, Alaska- 
  April 27, 1917 
Hon James Wickersham 
Washington, D.C.  The passage of the Agricultural 
College bill by Legislature brings forcibly to our 
minds that we are indebted to you for what we 
hope will prove one of greatest factors in 
development of Alaska. 
We will endeavor to build up institution which will 
be credit 
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April 28 

28 
to present generation and benefit those to come.   
Accept hearty thanks people of Fairbanks. 

Henry T. Ray, Mayor. 
I understand from this that the Legislature has 
probably passed the bill - I hope so, certainly.  I am 
anxious to see the college built and in active work 
as soon as possible. 
War excitement here at fever heat.  Balfour, Joffre, 
& British & French Commissions here, - Congress 
passed the bill for draft or conscription last night - 
amid much feeling. 
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April 29-May 1 

-29- 
Sunday.  Worked in office - in the afternoon had 
long automobile ride with the Eatons - Debbie’s 

friends. 
Have received an invitation from the Boone & 
Crocket Club of New York, to attend a dinner May 
5, at Metropolitan Club in Washington D.C.  
Accepted. 

-30th – 
Working in office as usual.  George is off on 
another drunk. 

-May 1st- 
Same as yesterday - about done work on brief - 
that is on the law relating to the Sulzer case. 
 

Diary 28, 1917 
May 2 

-May 2- 
We had a hearing today before the United States 
Geographic Board on the matter of the name 
Mount Tacoma.  Sam Wall is here representing 
Tacoma, and C.J. Conover, and others 
representing Seattle.  Albert Johnson, M.C. also 
present for Tacoma, and John F. Miller, M.C. of 
Seattle representing that constituency.  I presented 
the Indian name & Prof. Farrar, of University of 
Wash, represented what he called “historical 
research” & we had a monkey & parrot time. 
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2 
Jeffery was present & took the statements in 
shorthand & they are to have them printed.  
Tacoma & Seattle each presented a printed brief - 
There was much spirit & the 25 year old fight over 
the mountains name raged.  My pamphlet printed 
in 1893 was introduced in evidence -it is now 
reprinted as part of the Tacoma case - the 3rd 
Edition.  The Geographic Board took the matter 
under advisement & will wait till the evidence & 
statements are transcribed, corrected and printed! 
& then? 
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May 3 

May 3rd 
The Wash. Post this morning: 
 
[clipping] 

MT. RAINIER'S NAME 
WEIGHED BY BOARD 
Arguments in Favor of 
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“Tacoma” Are Heard; 
Decision Later. 

The U-S- geographic board gave a full day 
yesterday to the hearing under the memorial of the 
legislature of the State of Wash- asking that the 
name Rainier be taken down from the great 
mountain in that State and another name 
substituted.  No name was presented for the 
substitution other than the Indian name Tacoma.  
Voluminus evidence was presented in support of 
that name as the aboriginal name, addresses being 
made by Representative Albert Johnson, Dr. Frank 
Dyer, S.W. Wall and Judge James Wickersham, 
delegate to Congress from Alaska.  Judge 
Wickersham is an authority on Indian names – 
probably the highest authority since Gibbs-
lexicgrapher of the Northwestern Indians.  The 
petition was supported by letters from Theodore 
Roosevelt, Charles F. Lummins, Prof. Gregory, of 
Yale; Mr. Le Gorce, assistant editor of the 
Geographic Magazine; Herbert Quick, and many 
other authorities, as also of Secretary of the Interior 
Franklin K. Lane. 

The other side of the controversy was 
represented by Mr. Charles F. Conover, wealthy 
real estate operator of Seattle; Mr. Farrar, of 
Seattle, and Representative Miller, of Washington, 
who devoted their arguments to discrediting the 
name “Tacoma” as an Indian word, but proposed 
no other name in its stead. 

The board will announce its decision at an early 
date. 
 
George is Transcribing the statements before 
Geographic Board & witnesses are correcting 
same for publication. 
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May 4 

-4th - 
Working in office finishing my brief so far as I can 
on the record in the Canvassing Board & Court. 
I intend to have it printed so as to get it before the 
Senate Committee in opposition to Jennings 
confirmation.  I understand the Governor is coming 
on to Washington and that he will object to 

Jennings, and I think it best to get the matter's 
connected therewith in good form in the hope (if he 
does object) that I may assist in preventing his 
confirmation. 
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May 5 

-5th - 
Have about finished my brief & George is copying 
it.  He is also copying at full length the evidence 
taken before the U.S. Geographic Board.  Wall, 
who represents Tacoma is here & will look after the 
presentation.  Sloane, the Sec. of the Board 
telephoned today that the Board wants the 
testimony by next Friday when they intend to give 
the matter consideration. 
Charles E. Heifner, Seattle, is here at Congress 
Hall Hotel - do not know why! 
 

Diary 28, 1917 
May 6 

- May 6th- 
[invitation card Boone & Crocket Club dinner] 
 
We had a fine dinner last night at the annual 
reunion of the Boone & Crockett Club.  37 men sat 
at a great oval table and we discussed the 
hardships of Alaska, hunting stories, etc.  Three 
officers of the British Mission to the U.S. were 
present & it was a rare and a pleasant evening. 
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May 7-9 

-May 7- 
Correcting my statement before the United States 
Geographic Board in re the name “Tacoma”. 

-8th- 
Nothing new today - same as usual.  About time for 
Sulzer to serve his Answer - today or tomorrow at 
farthest. 

-9th- 
I find on looking at my records that we did not 
serve a copy of my Notice of Contest on Sulzer till 
April 10th -so I expect his Answer today or 
tomorrow - he will not serve it till the last moment! 
 

Diary 28, 1917 
May 9-10 

9 
Received copy of Sulzer’s Answer in Contest Case 
tonight at 9 o’clock.  Service made by Emil Hurja - 
a young fellow who represents the Juneau 
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“Empire” - a newspaperman.  Will read & study it 
tomorrow. 

-10th- 
Sulzer’s Answer is not as vigorous as I feared it 
might be.  He plants himself squarely on the Act of 
the Alaska Legislature - which I think is void! 
Have prepared my Reply - but will not serve it 
before Saturday.  Working on Contest pleadings  
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May 11 

-11th - 
Working hard on preparing the record in the 
Contest case. It is one big job, and takes about all 
my time.  We have just completed the Brief on the 
law involved in the Sulzer suit, & also the Reply to 
his Answer.  Strictly speaking there is no such 
thing as a Reply, but he seems to think he has filed 
a cross - petition in Contest & I have denied etc. its 
allegations.  Cannot tell yet if Congress will adjourn 
soon - but it threatens to do that. 
 

Diary 28, 1917 
May 12-13 

-12th – 
Served copy of my Reply & Answer on Sulzer, 
today.  Intend to take my own Deposition on 
Wednesday.  Gave notice to Sulzer of same. 

-13th - 
George A. Jeffery, my secretary has been in my 
employ for the greater part of the time since 1899, 
but since I am going away for the summer & even 
rather indefinitely he has secured employment with 
senator Vardaman of Miss. & leaves me tomorrow 
morning.  He will assist me in the evenings until I 
can get my work up & go West.  George is a 
faithful & competent man. 
 

Diary 28, 1917 
May 14-15 

-14th – 
Went down to the Interstate Commerce 
Commission to inquire about progress in Alaska 
Investigation - but got no news - Wilson says they 
will do something soon!  But that may mean after 
the War is ended. 
Am getting my papers etc. ready for taking 
deposition on Wednesday. 
 

-15- 

Spent much of today getting certified copies 
recorded from war Dept. showing that Soldiers 
voted in Fort Gibbon & Eagle precinct against me 
at Nov. 7, 1916 election. 
 

Diary 28, 1917 
May 16 

-16th- 
Took my deposition today before D.B. Mull, Notary 
Public, in Room 160. H.O.B.  Sulzer was present 
and so was Lloyd, his attorney.  Got along fine & 
made up the record just as I had the data - seems 
to me it is in good shape, and that standing alone it 
constitutes a complete defense to Sulzer’s position. 
The stenographer took my statement and it will be 
written out for my signature tomorrow.  It is a relief 
to have it done, and I can now fight Sulzer’s 
answer! 
 

Diary 28, 1917 
May 17-18 

17th- 
Stenographer brought in my deposition - charge 
$12.00 paid.  Am now making up the Record for 
the Notary who will file it with the Clerk of the 
House of Representatives.  I will now finish & print 
my opening Brief – 

-18th- 
Got the Deposition and all exhibits attached ready 
& sent them to the Clerk of House of Rep- today.  
Also took my Brief - the Mss to Sudwarth, printer, 
who charges me $113.50 for 500 copies - ordered 
them printed. 
 

Diary 28, 1917 
May 19 

-19th- 
Worked in office preparing for packing my Alaskan 
library which I intend to ship to Tacoma & put on 
deposit in Wash State Hist. Soc. until I can get a 
satisfactory place either in Alaska or somewhere 
else for its safe storage.  The Gov. of Alaska has 
signed the bill for an Agricultural College at 
Fairbanks - my work is bearing fruit & I hope to see 
it in operation within the next five years - wont that 
be some satisfaction, though? 
 

Diary 28, 1917 
May 20-21 

-20- 
Darrell was to visit us today, but last night we 
received a telegram saying that the Inspector of 
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Naval Recruiting Stations was there and he could 
not be here till tomorrow.  Sorry for this is a 
beautiful day and we hoped to have a long 
automobile ride with him in the parks and 
surrounding country. 

-21- 
Darrell is down to see us today. 
Am sending Rustgard copies of Sulzer’s Ans. etc. 
that he may be advised in taking evidence 
 

Diary 28, 1917 
May 22-24 

-22. 
Reading proof on my Brief; writing letters etc. 

-23rd- 
Finished proof reading Brief. 

-24- 
Brief finished & ready for service.  Have prepared 
notice of taking a testimony of 33 soldiers at Fort 
Gibbon, who were challenged at the election on 
Nov 7, 1916, but who swore in there votes and cast 
their ballots for Sulzer. 
Intend to serve notice tomorrow & telegraph to 
Henry T. Ray & Guy B. Irwin to take the testimony. 
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May 25 

-25- 
Senator Walsh told me two days ago that Jennings 
confirmation was pending before a Sub. Com. & 
would be heard this morning & I could come before 
the Com. & be heard. In the meantime Sulzer has 
forwarded to each member of the Com. a copy of 
broadside print of Judge Jennings decision in 
Sulzer v The Canvassing Board.  Senator Walsh 
has telephoned that I may be heard tomorrow 
morning at 10:30 - and I intend to fight Jennings on 
his broadside decision, and nothing else! 
Served notice of taking testimony of 33 soldiers ft. 
Gibbon etc. on Sulzer.  Have written sec. Of war, 
also, asking  
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May 25 

25 
that officers & soldiers at Fort Gibbon & Fairbanks 
be instructed by telegraph to obey the subpoena to 
issue to require them to testify before Ray, Notary 
Public.  Sent the following telegram to Ray today:   

Washington, D.C., May 25, 1917 

Henry T. Ray, Fairbanks, Alaska 
Have today notified Sulzer in writing that you will 
take testimony as Notary Public of thirty three 
soldiers who were challenged in Fort Gibbon 
precinct election November seventh, See election 
returns Fort Gibbon precinct for names challenged 
soldiers. 
Take testimony on Tuesday June sixth ten o’clock 
forenoon and daily till completed at public school 
house in Tanana.  Get  
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25 
names challenged soldiers off returns in office clerk 
District Court Fairbanks.  You and Irwin go Tanana 
subpoena each soldier who voted: have Irwin ask 
each soldier if he voted for Sulzer.  Write out his 
statement and have him sign and swear.  Evidence 
must be taken under chapter eight sections 105 to 
130 United States revised statutes 1878.  Forward 
evidence clerk House Representatives under 
section 127 said chapter 8.  Irwin will act as 
attorney and you as notary.  Get every soldier who 
voted for Sulzer on record.  Also take similar 
testimony every soldier and signal corps man in 
Fairbanks who voted for Sulzer November 7th.  
Notice covers Fairbanks hearing also.  Hearing 
Fairbanks fixed for June 12th at 10 o’clock 
forenoon at city hall. 
Soldiers  
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25 
are not voters and I want to show they voted for 
Sulzer.  Do not fail ask my friends give you 
assistance.  Contest going along satisfactorily.  
Expect to go Tacoma for month and then back to 
Washington.  Think advisable keep this telegram 
confidential and not make it public.  Enemy will not 
take advantage if we keep quiet. 
James Wickersham 

-26- 
Hearing today before Sub Committee of Senate 
Judiciary Com. on the confirmation of Jennings, as 
district Judge in Alaska; Walsh & Colt. 
Walsh fought me from beginning to end - 
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quarreled, heckled, took  
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May 26 

26 
up my time, led off on immaterial matters, and 
generally did everything he could to embarrass and 
distract me.  The result was to prejudice Senator 
Colt, and put into his mind that it was a political 
quarrel and not a real objection to Jennings. 
Gov Strong sent in a strong telegram of protest 
against Jennings - it was vigorous and had more 
punch in it than I imagined the Governor would put 
in.  Also a bitter letter from Senator Frank Aldrich, 
urging the Com. to reject Jennings. 
On the other hand Sulzer & Col. Richardson came 
on with strong letters in support 
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26 
of Jennings.  But it was in vain.  Walsh had the 
control and brought Colt with him, & the Sub. Com. 
will make a favorable report to the full Com. on 
Monday. 
I am, however, spreading my printed brief & asking 
Senators to read it - but I do not hope to do more 
than make Jennings realize that we did all we 
could to defeat him - and were ourselves defeated! 

-27th- 
Sunday, making up Mt McKinley photo book of 
pictures of 1903. 

-28- 
All day packing my Pub. Doc. Alaskan library for 
shipment to Tacoma 
 

Diary 28, 1917 
May 29-31 

-29th- 
Packing books, atlases, etc. 

-30- 
Same as yesterday. 

-31- 
 

 [inside back cover] 
[invitation to Consecration of the Right Reverend 
Joseph Raphael Crimont] 
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June 1 

June 1st 
Received notice that the Interstate Commerce 
Commission had on May 17, decided the Alaska 
Rate Cases against me & against the people of the 
Territory on each & every point.  I regret this 
because it is a blow to progress in the Territory.  It 
will close down our mines & do much harm - the 
decision is all the Companies claimed & just a little 
more.  Am about packed & will go west Sunday 
evening. 
 

 [inside back cover] 
 
[invitation to Consecration of the Right Reverend 
Joseph Raphael Crimont] 
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June 3-5 

June 3, 1917. 
Left Washington this evening at 6:15 for Seattle. 

4th 
Arrived in Chicago – 8 hours to wait – till 10 p.m. 

-5th- 
Arrived in St Paul - was met at depot by Mr. West 
of the West Pub. Co. who asked me to prepare the 
5th Alaska Repts & who also offered me certain 
sets of Law books as a payment for that Service. 
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June 6-8 

-6th – 
Along the Yellowstone & over the divide to Butte. 

-7- 
Spokane in the morning - Seattle at 8 p.m. & to the 
Frye Hotel. 

-8th- 
Went over to Tacoma to look after my books.  Saw 
W. P. Bonney & found many of them have arrived 
& are in the rooms of the Hist. Soc. where I am to 
have shelf room for them till I make other 
arrangements. 
 

Diary 28, 1917 
June 9 

-9- 
Over to Tacoma again today - the painting of 
Seward & my books, papers, etc. all arrived in 
Tacoma and accounted for.  Debbie went via 
Auburn & I by N.P. to Enumclaw, to visit Mother.  
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We are here tonight & all well - except Charles 
Hanson & Jen are gone to Mayo Bros, the great 
surgeons at Rochester Minn. - Charley is in bad 
health - enlargement of the heart. 
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June 10 

-Sunday 10th- 
Good visit with Mother - She is in fine health - & will 
be 80 years old in Oct - her next birthday . 
Debbie will remain here until tomorrow but I must 
go down to Tacoma this evening to be on hand 
early tomorrow morning at law office on business. 
-Tacoma at 5 o’clock & took a room at the Tacoma 
Hotel.  My but the old Town is dull & I am a total 
stranger in it. 
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June 11 

-11- 
To my disappointment I find the suit I expected to 
try this morning in court is to be dismissed.  Two 
little suits have been brought against me here 
growing out of clearing my valley land, but now that 
I am here one is dismissed & the other postponed 
till next September! 
It is a trick but it costs me loss & much trouble -but 
no use to groan - at Seattle this evening & at Frye 
Hotel 
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June 12-14 

-12th- 
In Seattle, at Frye Hotel - nothing.  Saw W.H. 
Parsons, V.P. Dexter Horton Bank - bought a box 
and put away our bonds $10,000 in same. 

-13- 
Went over to Tacoma and spent the afternoon in 
putting rare Alaskan books in flat topped glass 
case for exhibition.  All my public document 
Alaskana is there awaiting cases for storing. 

-14- 
Bought $1000. Liberty Bond today through Parsons 
& the Dexter Horton Nat. Bank.  Drew on Geo. T. 
Reid 
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14 
and W.P. Hopping & Co. Tacoma, for $500. each & 
put the money into the Liberty Bond - U.S. bond. 
While in Tacoma yesterday found on inquiry that 
Reid had $941. & Hopping had $ 1027. belonging 
to me, so invested that much  - $1000 in U.S. War 
bond. 
Have had telegram from Henry T. Ray, Fairbanks, 
saying he took testimony of soldiers at Ft. Gibbon 
but is having much trouble at Fairbanks where the 
soldiers, acting under orders from Lt. Faust, U.S.A. 
Valdes, refuse to be sworn or testify.  Have 
telegraphed Ray instructions &  
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14 
also a firm but fair protest to Lt. Faust.  Probably a 
good record of their refusal to testify will serve as 
good a purpose as a skimpy compliance with the 
law. 
A day or two ago (on the 12th) Maurice D. Lechey, 
lawyer, came to see me with letter from Sulzer & a 
very much shortened copy of the stipulation in the 
Sulzer Contest Case - for taking testimony - but I 
told him I had signed copies & left them in 
Washington with Mr. Lloyd.  Today I received 
telegram from Lloyd saying Sulzer would 
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June 14-16 

14 
not sign my copies etc. 
Well, I won’t sign his, for it gives him all the 
advantage & me nothing - so let him give me notice 
in regular form & we will see what the result is. 

-15- 
Came up to Enumclaw this forenoon, via Auburn, & 
stage line & mother & I came to old home at 
Buckley.  She is very anxious to remodel & repair 
the house.  Have employed Jack Henderson to 
begin Monday (18) & do work on it. 

-16- 
All night at home with mother & 
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June 16-18 

16 
Harry & this morning examined my own lands & 
lots here.  Things look fair & there is slow but 
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general improvement hereabouts, especially in 
building roads, etc.  Back to Enumclaw with mother 
& then back to Seattle. 

-17- 
Writing some letters etc.  Debbie & I visited our lots 
on West lake side - on Leary at corner of Phinney 
Sts. Beautiful sunny day - will go back to Buckley 
tomorrow. 

-18- 
Went to Buckley to see that work on Mothers 
house was begun 
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June 18-19 

18 
& carried on properly. 
Jack Henderson is in charge & Bill Winslow, Bob & 
Harry are at work also.  I assisted in trimming ivy, 
shrubbery etc. and looked after general supplies. 
I telephoned to Tacoma and asked Geo. W. 
Bullard, architect, to come down tomorrow 
morning. 

-19- 
Bullard came this morning and is preparing plans 
etc. We are to raise the main house & turn it one 
quarter around & repair & build on additions etc. 
We are making progress. 
 

Diary 28, 1917 
June 20-21 

-20- 
Came to Seattle this afternoon & am again with 
Debbie at Frye. 

-21- 
We moved from the Frye Hotel today to the “Clark” 
- a small private hotel on Minor St. near Madison. 
Debbie will make this her home for the summer - 
even if I am required to go back to Washington. 
Nothing new in my Contest Case.  Called on Scott 
A. Bone, Ed. P.I. & other business men today.  
Find that Alaska is quiet - big preparations for 
fishing this summer but mining is rather declining. 
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June 22-24 

-22nd- 
Went to Buckley via Enumclaw to aid in moving & 
repairing mothers house. Am disappointed at the 
difficulties experienced in turning the house on its 
foundations - it is exceedingly heavy & 

troublesome to move. 
-23rd- 

Returned to Seattle this evening from Buckley.  
Must be back Monday. 

-24- 
Rec. telegram from Henry T. Ray saying he cannot 
get money & asks permission to sell my 
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24 
Cowles St. Lots in Fairbanks to help him square his 
accts. with the government. 
I answer evasively but write him fully declining to 
permit him any further use of my property.  Also 
wrote a letter of explanation to Luther C. Hess and 
am sending a revocation of Ray's power of attorney 
- I cannot get a very clear account of his trouble but 
judge the Govt. is crowding him and he is trying to 
get my property for such use.  Have already 
allowed him too much & will not go further. 
 

Diary 28, 1917 
June 25-27 

-25- 
Up to Buckley this morning & at work moving 
Mother’s house. 

-26- 
Same as yesterday.  House is heavy & our 
equipment light & inefficient - it constantly breaks & 
we are in trouble. 

-27- 
Better success in moving house & we will have it 
on the new site by night.  

Left Buckley at 3:30 this afternoon for Seattle. 
Onto stage to Auburn. 
At auburn I was served 
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June 27-28 

27 
with Notice of Taking Depositions at Nome, Valdes, 
Kodiak & Seldovia.  Service was made at 5:00 
o’clock in afternoon on station platform just before 
4:05 train came by which I came on to Seattle. 

-28- 
Donohoe played one of his usual “tricks” on me in 
the service of Notice of taking Sulzer’s Depositions.  
The papers recite that Depositions are to be taken 
at Kodiak, Seldovia etc. on arrival of “Admiral 
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Evans,” the steamer which makes those 
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June 28 

28 
ports on July 7th - 
Now the trick is that while service of notice was 
made on me last night at 5 o’clock the “Admiral 
Evans” left Seattle this morning at 10 o’clock - 
before I could get money out of the bank or make 
other preparations to go on her!! 
So I must telegraph ahead & have Rustgard at 
Juneau, or some other lawyer go on her to the 
points mentioned - if the boat touches at any place 
where I can get such representation to go! 
 

Diary 28, 1917 
June 28 

28 
Had lunch today at Arctic Club with Scott C. Bone, 
Ed. P-I, Maurice D. Leahy, & McPherson.  Wrote 
letters to Clerks, Dist. Ct. Juneau, Valdes, 
Fairbanks & Nome, asking for copies of Judges 
opinions for 1914, 15, 16, 17 for 5th Alaska. 
Telegraphed Rustgard, Juneau, asking him to go to 
Kodiak, Afognak & Seldovia & represent me at 
taking depositions; also to Judge Lomen, Nome, to 
appear for me there.  Would have gone to S.E. 
Alaska myself if I had received notice in time 
 

Diary 28, 1917 
June 29-30 

-29- 
Debbie & I went to Tacoma.  She visited with Mrs. 
Olds & others while I gave some time to putting my 
Alaska books in case at the Hist. Soc. rooms, & 
also gave attention to taxes, roads etc. 
Recd, telegram from Rustgard: 

“Will Go On Evans.”  
and from Judge Lomen, Nome: 

“Will be pleased to appear and do all I 
can.” 

30th 
Hurried trip to Buckley - House turned & set on per-
manent lines. 
 

Diary 28, 1917 
July 1-3 

July 1st. 
a beautiful one.  Loafed with Debbie. 

-2- 
Went to Tacoma today and arranged my books 

(Pub. D?? set of Alaskan material) in shelves in 
State Hist. Soc. rooms. 
Telegram from Rustgard asking me to send him 
information to Cordova about witnesses at 
Westward points - did so. 

-3rd- 
Went to Buckley where I am assisting Mother in 
rebuilding her home.  Am doing 
 

Diary 28, 1917 
July 3-6  

3 
real work - cutting brush - logs -digging etc. 

-4th. 
Worked - Mother & Lucille came to Buckley from 
Enumclaw & we had a family dinner at Uncle 
Tom's. 

-5- 
Worked on house - & trimmed trees & roses, etc. 

-6- 
Worked till noon & then back to Seattle.  Debbie is 
all right.  Letters from Election officers at 
Dillingham assuring me of the fairness of the 
election in  
 

Diary 28, 1917 
July 6-7 

6 
Nushagak & Chogiung precincts. 

-7- 
Answered correspondence etc. 
George Dribelbis called on us this evening - 
remained from 3 to 10 p.m. talking Alaska.  During 
the conversation he also told me he had a 
conversation with James M. Lathrop -Pres. of 
Valdes Dock Co. etc. who said in the conversation 
that he - Lathrop - had collected & was just then 
forwarding more money to Alaska to secure 
affidavits etc. of the natives -Russians & others that 
they voted for me - While Geo. 
 

Diary 28, 1917 
July 7-9 

7 
made no further statement I understood from the 
remarks of Lothrop’s which he repeated that L- is 
financing the taking of Sulzer testimony at Kodiak, 
Afognak & Seldovia! 

-8- 
Acting on the above information I sent John 
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Rustgard a telegram this morning to Kodiak, telling 
him what Lathrop said and urging careful & 
vigorous investigation. 

-9th- 
Was served today with another notice of taking 
testimony of a lot of Indians, Halfbreeds, 
 

Diary 28, 1917 
July 9 

9 
etc. at Craig, Alaska, on July 25th, the object being 
to show that these were refused the right to vote 
for Sulzer. 

Wonder if the money Lathrop was raising for 
Sulzer last week was to secure this Craig 
testimony? 
Loaned Bob Coles $10.00 yesterday.  Poor Bob is 
“busted,” but was hopeful as an optimistic Alaska 
Prospector usually is.  On the other hand “Jimmy” 
Ryan, Dick Ryan’s brother, committed suicide 
today by shooting himself with a revolver. 
Poor Jimmy went to Nome in '98 & never found the 
rainbow's end! 
 

Diary 28, 1917 
July 10-11 

-10- 
Up to Buckley & helped the boys move the old 
wood shed & clear that corner of the yard. 

-11- 
Back form Buckley today - Had dinner tonight at 
residence of Mr. & Mrs. Dickey - on the beautiful 
shores of Lake Washington.  Present besides Mr. 
& Mrs. Dickey: Mr. Geo. Brackett, Dr. (aged 82).  
Mr. & Mrs. Al Brackett & daughter, Bertha & their 
friend Mifs Russell, Mifs Dickey, Debbie & I.  It was 
a fine dinner in a beautiful home – an enjoyable 
Alaskan dinner. 
 

Diary 28, 1917 
July 11-13 

-11th continued. 
Also served this evening with notice of taking 
depositions of Gov. Strong, Sec. Davidson, Clerk 
of Court Bill, Gov. Sec. Shorthill etc. on July 18th at 
Juneau. 

-12th- 
Wrote Cobb this morning to protect my interest in 
above depositions etc.  Went to Buckley with 
Debbie. 

-13- 
Working at Mothers house – Jack Henderson, Bob 
McHaney, Bill Winslow, Harry & I & the work goes 
along slowly. 
 

Diary 28, 1917 
July 14-15 

-14th- 
Worked till noon on House etc. & then took the 
auto stage from Buckley via Enumclaw to Seattle.  
Debbie & Mrs. Ivy Crouch Zeren - Debbie’s niece - 
met me at E- and came to Seattle.  Was served 
with another notice of taking depositions at Juneau 
- same names as notice served on 11th except 
Col. Customs Pugh.  New notice simply adjourns 
the hearings until July 24th!! 

-15- 
A rainy quiet Sunday - Mr. John Barrack from 
Fairbanks sick at the Frye.  Called on him 
yesterday evening 
 

Diary 28, 1917 
July 16 

-16th- 
Cut coupons = $200 - & got cash.   
Got telegram from John Rustgard:  

“Anchorage, Alaska, July 16, 1917 
James Wickersham, Clarke, Seattle. 
Depositions finished charges of fraud not sustained 
in any particular. Rustgard. 
Also saw Billy Owens, just from Fairbanks, who 
tells me Ray examined 36 soldiers at Tanana - and 
after much trouble to get them to testify they did so 
under the order of the commanding officer - & 35 
voted for  
 

Diary 28, 1917 
July 16-17 

16 
Sulzer and one for me! 
If I can get these thrown out it will certainly offset 
any claimed by Sulzer! 
Have made preparation to go to Craig in person & 
take the depositions of Indians and half breed 
there.  Will go on Friday evening on the SS 
Humboldt.  Just received telegram from Hunt, 
Ketchikan, Saving I can catch Craig mail boat on 
24th - Ok. 

-17th- 
Made reservation on SS “Humboldt this morning to 
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go to Wrangell &  
 

Diary 28, 1917 
July 17 

17 
Craig, Alaska, where Sulzer is to take testimony on 
the 25th.  Was surprised when I went to the Hotel 
Frye to find Gov & Mrs. Strong there! 
They say (confidentially and regretfully) that they 
think he will not be reappointed, but have not yet 
quite given up all hope.  Both say the Jennings - 
Donohoe ring is fighting him most viciously in 
Washington & has made some considerable 
impression.  Democratic politics in Alaska badly 
disrupted -the anti- 
 

Diary 28, 1917 
July 17 

17 
Strong combination has combined on Riggs - & 
may succeed in pushing him into the office. 
Sorry - but can’t do much to assist the governor -
would gladly if I could. 

Also saw Ballou, from Rampart, who was with 
George Dribelbis when Jim Lathrop announced 
that “We have just sent $500. to Juneau to fight 
Wickersham in his contest against Sulzer. 
“We” means the transportation and fishery 
companies!  D & B. both permit me to subpoena 
them if Lathrop denies the statement. 
 

Diary 28, 1917 
July 18 

-18- 
Lunch with Geo. Dribelbis at Frye Hotel.  He gave 
permission to use his name frankly in the matter of 
the Lathrop statement. 

Also saw W. B. Ballon who was with Dribelbis 
when Lathrop made his statement & he told me to 
use his name. 

Was served with a notice of Taking Deposition of 
Charles A. Sulzer, on July 26th Washington D.C. 
I cannot go there and also take Depositions in 
Alaska etc. I have engaged young  
 

Diary 28, 1917 
July 18-19 

18 
Dwight D. Hartman to assist me in taking the 
Depositions of witnesses Lathrop, McGowan, 
Ballon, Dribelbis & myself here in Seattle on Aug 6. 
& sent copy notice to Washington to Elliott, my 

office, for service. 
-19th- 

Up to Buckley this morning on Auto Stage, and 
made arrangements to have work continued on 
Mother's house during my absence. 
Back to Seattle & Gov & Mrs. Strong took dinner 
with us at the Clark (our) hotel.  They gave 
 

Diary 28, 1917 
July 19 

19 
as much new gossip & many facts about things in 
connection with fight against the Gov. in 
Washington.  It seems that Vance McCormick, Ch. 
Nat. Dem. Com. was drawn into the matter and 
took sides with Sulzer against the Governor - at 
which he is very angry.  They think Riggs will be 
appointed - but I am not satisfied yet that the 
Democratic Administration is ready to remove a 
good Governor because -merely - because he is 
honest.  Still they think so - though Senators Walsh 
& Pitman are urging him on the President for 
reappointment. 
 

Diary 28, 1917 
July 20 

20th- 
After my long talk with Governor & Mrs. Strong last 
night I have concluded to write letters to my friends 
in Washington to look after Sulzer’s deposition, 
while I shall go to Ketchikan & thence to Craig, and 
take the depositions of Indians, etc.  Shall also try 
to start a hearing at Sulzer Precinct, where a lot of 
British Columbia Indians were voted for Sulzer.  
Am to leave Seattle tonight on the S.S. Humboldt” 
via Wrangell for Craig - back on Humboldt. 
 

Diary 28, 1917 
July 21-22 

-21st- 
Recd a nice letter from Hon. Wm R. Wood, M.C. 
from Indiana just before leaving Seattle yesterday 
asking me to send him a copy of my brief & 
suggesting that I secure evidence to connect the 
“big interests” with financing Sulzer’s fight - I am 
doing that! 
A beautiful day on Gulf of Georgia.  Tonight we are 
heading into a bitter wintry wind storm - it is cold & 
disagreeable. 

-22- 
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Passed through the Salmon flat off Prince Rupert 
tonight 
 

Diary 28, 1917 
July 23 

-23- 
Left the “Humboldt” at Ketchikan this morning at 6 
o’clock Breakfast at K- long talk with Forest J. 
Hunt, & at 8 o’clock boarded the “Teddy” - a 
gasoline boat - bound for Chomly & thence across 
the Portage.  A rough trip across Chatham Strait up 
Cholmondeley Passage - through the North Arm, 
across the portage to Hetta Straits & thence down 
to Sulzer, P.O.  Mr. Wm Holzeimer & “Billy” 
Winston got on the 
 

Diary 28, 1917 
July 23 

23 
“Teddy” at K- & seemed greatly surprised even if 
not pleased to see me.  H- is a Dept. Dist. Atty. & 
goes to Craig as Mr. Sulzer’s atty. & representative 
while Mr. Billy Winston goes as Notary Public etc.  
My appearance seems greatly to have altered the 
face of things - there has been much whispering & 
many private meetings & what they may do 
depends!  Tonight they suggested that we remain 
over in Sulzer & go on in a local boat in 
 

Diary 28, 1917 
July 23 

23 
the morning - & I agreed.  Mr. Stewart - former 
Mayor of Juneau, who is now the manager of the 
Sulzer copper mines invited me up to his house 
after dinner & of course I went & spent a pleasant 
hour.  
Am glad I came - the trip through a new country is 
always pleasant, & then it has been a surprise to 
my opponents 
 

Diary 28, 1917 
July 24 

-24th- 
The Sulzer lawyer asked me to go out to Craig on 
the boat which they are sending for their own 
comfort & convenience, and this morning at 8 
o’clock we set sail (gasoline) in the “Lydia,” with 
“Scotty” in charge & Harvey Seller’s, crew. 
Sellers is the man who went through Alaska last 
campaign posing as a Labor representative 
boosting Sulzer.  He was merely a hired man - paid 

out of the “Big Interest” donations. 
 

Diary 28, 1917 
July 24-25 

24 
We passed Hydaburg, & stopped at a cannery for 
gasoline, etc. A fine trip & of great interest to me.  
We came into the Spanish sea & am delightfully 
surprised at it.  Craig is on a nice level spot - good 
harbor etc.  Got rooms in the Moose Hall.  Supper 
with Harris at the Cannery. 

-25- 
Took the testimony of Hibbs U. S. School teacher 
on Klawock Ind. Res. & his wife.  Also Rev. 
Bromley, Pres. miss 
 

Diary 28, 1917 
July 25 

25 
=ionary & Calhoun, U.S. Dep. Marshal & 1 
halfbreed.  Long hard days work, but with little real 
profit to any one. So far they have offered no 
evidence whatever to show that these Indians have 
any legal right to vote - for it is admitted by all the 
witnesses that the Indians live on Indian 
Reservations, with 300 other Indians - in the fisher 
stage.  Tonight our launch with Hibbs in charge has 
gone off after more Indian witnesses 
 

Diary 28, 1917 
July 26 

-26th- 
We waited all forenoon for the launch to come in 
with more witness - about noon it returned with 
one, and the tale that all the witnesses are off 
fishing & cannot be found!!  Evidently the Indians 
are not as much interested as Hibbs & Bromley.  
We examined this witness who said he was a full 
blood & lived on Ind. Res. with his tribe.  We then 
closed the case - they have made a water haul - 
not a fish! 
 

Diary 28, 1917 
July 26 

26 
Hibbs & Bromley then invited us all to go - in our 
launch -to Klawock Indian village and have supper 
with them etc.  We went - it is six miles from Craig 
in a little harbor -there is a cannery on the west 
side of the harbor - the Ind. village on the East 
side.  It is the typical Indian village -disorder, brush, 
no roads - fish refuse, etc.  Had dinner with Hibbs - 
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attended a moving picture show run by Bob 
Petrovich - & then returned to Craig - 12 o’clock 
midnight - to bed. 
 

Diary 28, 1917 
July 27 

-27- 
Left Craig this morning at 8 o’clock - Waterfall 
Cannery - stopped at Hydaburg for an hour & 
reached Sulzer town at 7 this evening.  It rained 
some during the day, but generally it was fine. 
Am greatly interested in this group of islands - it is 
a fine damp country - will be a dairy - fishing & 
mining country.  Am tired - but my enemies have 
failed entirely to make any proof against me. 
 

Diary 28, 1917 
July 27-28 

27 
Some of my friends at Craig: 
J.K. Halvorson 
Jack Doyle, A. L. Brown, J.P. Smith, F.E. Butler. 
At Sulzer last election I received 2 votes - Aaron 
Shellhouse - of Pennsylvania Dutch Stock was one 
& a Norwegian was the other. 

-28- 
All day loafing around the Sulzer boarding house - 
we are here till Monday.  Mr. & Mrs. Stewart, 
Sulzer’s foreman invited 3 of us to dinner tonight - 
good dinner! 
 

Diary 28, 1917 
July 29-30 

-29- 
Still waiting - will leave here tomorrow - across the 
Portage & thence to Ketchikan.  Attended Church 
this evening - preaching by Rev. Howe, of 
Hydaburg. 

-30th- 
Paid my bill & left Sulzer this morning in the little 
mail launch for the head of the bay - accompanied 
By Messrs Holzheimer & Winston & other 
passengers.  Walked across the portage - 2 hours 
in the dense tropical forest.  Reached 
 

Diary 28, 1917 
July 30-31 

30 
the Chomly Arm at noon & met by the “Roughrider” 
at 2 o’clock.  Stopped at Chomly Cannery for the 
mail - and got to Ketchikan at 8 o’clock.  
Holzheimer & Winston took dinner with me at the 

Poodle Dog Restaurant, & am in bed at the “Revilla 
Hotel” 

-31st- 
Sent telegram of instructions to Rustgard, Juneau, 
to serve notice & take deposition of Hawksworth, 
U.S. School Supt - make him testify that the 
Hydaburg natives voted at Sulzer precinct at  
 

Diary 28, 1917 
July 31 

31 
Sulzer precinct on Nov. 7. 
The telegram reads as follows: 
 Ketchikan, July 18, 1917. 
John Rustgard, Esq. 
 Juneau, Alaska. 
Returned from Craig last night opponents failed 
utterly.  Only found two of their Indian witnesses 
and evidence overwhelmingly that Indians all 
reside on Klawock Indian reservation and not 
qualified voters. 

Prepare notice in my name you sign as my 
attorney serve on Hawksworth, Superintendent 
United States Indian Schools take his deposition 
Monday August Sixth before Le Fevre, Notary 
Public, without fail.  Serve notice on Helenthal & 
Winn.  Sulzer’s attorneys. Get copy poll of votes 
cast Sulzer postoffice and make Hawksworth name 
all Indians thereon from Hydaburg who voted at 
Sulzer, November seventh last.  Only two votes 
were cast for me in that precinct and both were 
cast by white men.  All Haida Indians are from 
Queen Charlotte Islands British Columbia and 
Hydaburg Indians are also all occupants Indian  
 

Diary 28, 1917 
July 31 

31 
reservation.  No white men are allowed reside 
there except as United States officials and 
missionaries.  United States built their wharf.  Will 
you attend to this promptly? Answer quick 
Ketchikan.  

James Wickersham 
This completes my work & I will go south - to 
Seattle - on the first boat.  Am visiting friends & 
talking with the people. 
Just recd telegram from Rustgard saying 
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Hawksworth is in Seattle so I sent him telegram 
saying: 
 

Diary 28, 1917 
July 31 

31 
“Get proof by any witness of the names of 
Hydaburg Indians who voted at Sulzer.  Get 
Hawksworth or any one who knows the names and 
parties.”  Also sent a telegram to: 
Dwight D. Hartman, Atty. Burke. Bldg. Seattle. 
Serve notice taking deposition on Leehey and 
subpoena on Hawksworth Superintendent United 
States Indian schools Alaska for next Monday.  
Hawksworth probably offices United States Bureau 
of Education Seattle.  Will take Admiral Watson in 
the morning - for Seattle. 
 

Diary 28, 1917 
August 1 

Aug. 1st. 
“Admiral Watson” in port this forenoon & I am on 
board south.  Clipping from Ketchikan Miner, July 
31st. 
 
[clipping] 

EX-DELEGATE 
RETURNS TO 

THE CITY 
Asst. District Attorney and Wm. 
Winston, Report a Successful 

Trip 
{Ketchikan Miner, July 31} 

Ex-Delegate James Wickersham, accompanied 
by Asst. District Attorney Wm. A. Holzheimer, and 
Attorney Wm. Winston, returned on the Teddy last 
evening from a week's visit touring the West Coast 
of Prince of Wales Island, stopping in Craig, 
Sulzer, Hydaburg and Klawock. 
Mr. Wickersham, who arrived on the Humboldt last 
Monday from the State of Washington, where he 
has been visiting his parents for some time, went 
over to Craig, to hear depositions of witnesses with 
reference to votes alleged to have been refused 
several people by the judges of election, at the 
time of the Wickersham-Sulzer contest for 
Delegateship of Alaska.  Mr. Wickersham went on 
his own behalf and Mr. Sulzer's interests were 

taken care of by Harvey Sellers, of the Sulzer 
Mine. Attorney Wm. Winston took the testimony, 
which will be sealed and sent to the House of 
Representatives at Washington. 
 

Diary 28, 1917 
August 1 

1 
[clipping continued] 

In speaking of the affair this morning, Mr. 
Holzheimer, who went on business connected with 
the Indian liquor traffic, said that in his opinion, it 
was conducted to the satisfaction of both parties 
concerned.  Several of the important witnesses for 
the Sulzer side were not present, and could not be 
located, being out fishing in Icy Straits, for the 
summer.  However, without question, the testimony 
taken was favorable to Mr. Sulzer’s contention, he 
stated. 

Mr. Wickersham’s technical point lies in the claim 
that natives on a reservation are not allowed to 
vote, claiming of course, that the natives of 
Klawock, are upon Government reservation, 
whereas, it is claimed by the other side that 
Klawock is not a reservation, being merely a small 
portion of ground reserved for a school for the 
natives. 

After arriving at Portage, while on the trail to 
Sulzer, Mr. Holzenheimer wrenched his knee, 
making it very difficult for him to get around.  At 
Sulzer Mr. Wickersham was invited by Mr. Sellers 
to join the District Attorney and Mr. Winston on Mr. 
Sulzer’s private launch, the Lydia, to make the tour 
of Craig and Klawock. 

Mr. Wickersham, when seen this morning by a 
representative of the Miner refused to commit 
himself on any subject, stating that he had nothing 
to communicate that would be of interest to the 
people of Ketchikan.  He is leaving for the south on 
the first boat.  He stated that it was his first trip to 
the West Coast, and that he found it to be a very 
beautiful country and had enjoyed the trip 
immensely. 

 
This is a clipping from the Ketchikan Miner, - 
Sulzer's paper - I declined to be interviewed - 
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Holzheimer is very “cute” - but it won’t aid him or 
Sulzer either. 
We were slow in getting away from Ketchikan - The 
above clipping shows that my opponents are not so 
pleased with their Craig testimony! 
 

Diary 28, 1917 
August 2 

-Aug. 2- 
Our boat went into “Ocean Falls”, B.C. to load 
paper -we spent the afternoon there - I went 
through the mills -up to the dam and thence up the 
valley a mile or so to the big lake which forms part 
of the pond behind the dam. 
It is a huge & well planned enterprise for which.  
Nature has done much in the original arrangement 
of her forces.  Enjoyed the visit greatly - off again 
southward about 9 o’clock -  
 

Diary 28, 1917 
August 3 

Aug 3 
Crossed Queen Charlotte sound about 3 o’clock 
this morning.  We came through Seymour Narrows 
too early - we entered at great speed & when we 
struck the tide rips & cross currents at the outlet we 
came near capsizing! 
Everybody was scared - the sailors & boatmen all 
came running to the deck & I thought sure we were 
gone over! 
The boat is top heavy - badly loaded & pushed 
around the curves too fast. 
 

Diary 28, 1917 
August 4-5 

-4th – 
We reached Seattle this morning at 8 o’clock - 
Debbie was all right & I soon washed the pain of 
travel out of my limbs & feel fine.  No mail of 
importance - Sulzer’s testimony in Washington was 
not important. 

-5- 
Sunday.  We went across Lake Washington & 
spent the afternoon with Mr. & Mrs. Parson & Mrs. 
Joslin.  Had a fine lunch under the madrone trees 
on the point at Bozart - & watched the children in 
bathing – home. 
 

Diary 28, 1917 
August 6 

-6th- 
I took the testimony today of J.M. Lathrop, W.B. 

Ballou, Geo. Dribelbis & myself - the last testimony 
in the contest case with Sulzer.  Lathrop denied 
saying “We have just sent $500 to Alaska to assist 
Sulzer in the case against Wick,” - said he only 
declared his willingness to give that sum to prevent 
frauds in elections.  Ballou & Dribelbis both swore 
positively that he declared in their presence that 
“We have just sent $500 to Alaska” 
 

Diary 28, 1917 
August 6 

6 
for the use mentioned - so the record clearly shows 
that either he or they committed perjury - and no 
one doubts that Lathrop did - who knows the men. 
He also admitted that he had collected & forwarded 
$300 to Donohoe before the election to be used 
against me - I testified fully about the Haida 
Indians, Klawocks and generally about the 
corruption fund gathered & used by Thompson & 
McGowan in bribing 11 newspapers at the 1916 
election. 
 

Diary 28, 1917 
August 6 

6th – continued. 
Tonight I received copy of the record of the 
depositions taken at Kodiak - Afognak & Seldovia 
in my Contest Case –for Sulzer.  The evidence 
discloses that Klawock & one other man are - were 
probably illegal voters - but nothing else.  They fell 
down completely on showing fraud - or even that 
illegal votes were cast for me at those places.  
Rustgard appeared for me and did it well.  There is 
now nothing left for them except errors. 
 

Diary 28, 1917 
August 7 

7 
Went up to Buckley today to go over Mother’s 
matters & look at her new house.  Things seem all 
right. 
To my surprise I find that Frank has enlisted in Co. 
C. 18 Eng. Corps as buglar and is on his way to 
France.  He is 40 and I supposed his services and 
sickness in the Philippine War would bar him out. 
He had to give up his Phillipine pension of $30 per 
month - but he wants excitement. 
 

Diary 28, 1917 -8th- 
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August 8-9 Called & had long talk with Dan Driscoll - from 
Fairbanks.  He is one of my staunch friends but 
has made a small fortune in Alaska and is now 

going back to Yamhill, Oregon, to live on his farm.-
9th- 

Went to Tacoma & put up the balance of my 
books- into shelves in the State Hist. Soc. rooms. 
Have my public Doc. Alaskana there - Debbie went 
with me to visit our farm.  Fine day & enjoyed it. 
 

Diary 28, 1917 
August 10 

-10th- 
Packing, fixing up my affairs - sending John 
Rustgard $207.34 expenses in re Kodiak Afognak- 
Seldovia trip, etc. 
Got my finances arranged ready to go East 
tomorrow.  Fixed up deposition matter with Dwight 
D. Hartman -Hugh Halbert, of Minneapolis, Minn, is 
at Harman’s & wrote a long friendly letter to Schall, 
M.C. from Minn, for me. 
Sent big file of newspapers to Wash, by mail - 
Alaska papers, Empire, etc. 

Diary 28, 1917 
August 11-14 

-11th- 
Got my money matters O.K.  Left $500 for Debbie 
and leave Seattle at 710 this evening for 
Washington. 

-12th- 
Spokane for breakfast 
Butte tonight. 

-13- 
Across Montana. 

-14- 
St Paul early this morning.  Chicago at 9 tonight. 
Room 543 LaSalle Hotel.  Bath & clean clothes— 
my but they are grateful! 
 

Diary 28, 1917 
August 15-16 

-15- 
Left Chicago at 1030 a.m. on the Manhattan Limited 
-Pittsburgh Pa. 10:30 tonight.  Rather hot & dusty. 

-16- 
Reached Washington this morning at 10, about 2 
hours late.  Have spent most of the day in bathing - 
washing - scrubbing.  Got a room at 201 A. St. S.E. 
= $20.00 a month - (paid) but will take my meals at 
restaurants. 

George and Elliott came over to see me - things 
seem all right.  Wrote Debbie good long letter.  
Thunder shower -cooler – 
 

Diary 28, 1917 
August 17-19 

-17th- 
Busy getting settled - paid $12.80 excess baggage 
on my trunk.  Wrote long letter to Debbie 

-18th- 
Arranging papers etc. in office.  Also preparing 
notices to the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives asking for immediate action in 
opening Depositions & the printing of testimony. 
Will serve them on Monday — 

-19th. 
Sunday.  Worked in the office - with George - 
writing letters, etc. 
 

Diary 28, 1917 
August 20 

-20th- 
Served letter - notice on the Clerk of House today 
that the time for taking testimony in Contest Case 
had expired & asking him to give notice to both 
parties of the time and to open the depositions & 
have evidence- printed! 
Also served him with proof of service of my brief on 
Sulzer. 
Letter from Debbie - well - says Mother's Mexican 
War Pen. has been increased to $20.00 per mo. & 
has back pension. 
 

Diary 28, 1917 
August 20-21 

20 
[clipping]  

GOVERNOR OF ALASKA 
MAKES APPOINTMENTS 

Regents of School of Mines and 
Members of Dental Board 

Are Named. 
Special Cable to The Post-Intelligencer. 

JUNEAU, Alaska, Aug. 12.-Gov. J.F.A. Strong 
yesterday made the appointment of the board of 
regents of the Alaska agriculture and school of the 
Alaska agriculture and school of mines, being 
erected at Fairbanks, honoring Mrs. Luther C. 
Hess, wife of Speaker Hess, of the Third house of 
the territorial legislature, lawyer and banker of 
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Fairbanks, as member of the board.  Mrs. Hess is a 
woman of exceptional ability, and before her 
marriage was a member of the staff of teachers of 
this city.  Other members of the board are H.B. 
Parkin and A.C. Nordale, of Fairbanks; Phil Ernst, 
of Nome; Dr. L.S. Keller, of Skagway; L.F. Shaw, of 
Anchorage; R.C. Wood and A.R. Heilig, of 
Fairbanks. 

-21st 
Called at Int. State Com. Comm. office & 
interviewed a M. Hopkins, who in the absence of 
Gov. Folk general counsel, was in charge of their 
law office about the decision in the Samson Hd. 
Co. Case - the Alaska Rate Case - 
 

Diary 28, 1917 
August 21 

21 
I told him I Wished to have the case re heard by 
the Com. or such an arrangement made as would 
enable me to have it tested in the U.S. Supr. Ct.  
After quite a long discussion he advised me to file 
my Application for a Re-hearing - which I shall do, 
without in the meantime I discover a quicker means 
of testing the decision - which was not only 
adverse but so bad as to greatly injure Alaska and 
to prevent present development and extension of 
trade. 
 

Diary 28, 1917 
August 22 

-22nd- 
Have noticed in the papers that the Navy Dept. is 
gathering information about the actual cost price of 
copper - & this morning I called up Asst. Sec. of the 
Navy F.D. Roosevelt & told him about the N.W. 
Stock Exchange statement of the Kennecott Co-
per Co. wherein that Co. states that their Kennecott 
copper costs less than 5c per pound - while, they & 
other copper companies pretend great patriotism at 
selling to the Government for 1600!! 
 

Diary 28, 1917 
August 23 

-23rd- 
Am drawing my petition for a re-hearing in the 
Alaska Rate Cases, Docket No's 8975 - 6. 
Sent P.O. Money orders today to pay for taking 
testimony at Juneau and Nome in Sulzer Contest 
Case. 

Darrell came in to see me - He is to take his 
examinations tomorrow - to find if he is 
incapacitated for service on account of Sea 
sickness - it has retarded his promotion & given 
him much trouble and concern. 
 

Diary 28, 1917 
August 24 

August 24, 1917. 
60 Years old today! 
Received telegram from Debbie: 

Seattle, Wn. Aug 24, 1917 
“Hon James Wickersham, Room 167, H. 
“O.B., Washington, D.C. 
“Many happy returns of the day with love, Debbie.” 
Darrell and I had dinner together at the Ebbitt 
House, and afterward went to the theater. 
Am busy preparing petition for re-hearing in the 
Alaska Rate Case! 
 

Diary 28, 1917 
August 26 

-26 Sunday 
Darrell & I spent the day out at Great Falls on the 
Potomac.  It was a pleasant day & we both enjoyed 
the very rare chance of a days visit.  He is quite 
excited & nervous over his failure to be promoted 
on account of serious & almost fatal sea sickness -
& my presence here seems to be a comfort to him.  
Recd, a good letter from Debbie. 
Also a letter from Hess, at Fairbanks saying Henry 
Ray had sold the west half of my Cowle St. lots! 
He had no authority to do so and I have sent 
Revocation of Power of Attorney. 
 

Diary 28, 1917 
August 27-29 

-27- 
Working on my Rehearing in Alaska Rate Cases - 
dinner with Darrell at Ebbitt House this evening. 

-28th- 
Same as yesterday. Darrell is taking his physical 
examination before the Navy Medical Board 
yesterday & today - Dinner with him at Raleigh this 
evening. 

-29th- 
President Wilson's reply to the Pope’s Peace note 
is in this morning's papers.  It is a very shrewd, 
diplomatic paper, and does not close down 
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Diary 28, 1917 
August 29 

29 
the bar to peace - rather, it seems to me, to invite 
further consideration. 

This morning sent letter to Sec. I.C.C. in Alaska 
Rate Cases asking for use of the Reports of the 
White Pass & Yukon Ry. Co. Ltd. for use in 
preparing my petition for rehearing! 
The second reading of President Wilson’s 
message leaves a good-impression - he is right! 
but he does appeal to German people to become 
traitors etc to their own government - he 
denounces that principle in the U- S-  maybe he is 
right for Germany but turn it the other way in the 
U.S.! 
 

Diary 28, 1917 
August 30 

-Aug 30th- 
[clipping] 

FAIRBANKS BOY IS 
WITH PERSHING 

In a telegram to his mother at Fairbanks, Howard 
Rolston, cousin of Mrs. J.W. Ward, announced his 
departure for Europe “soon,” as an officer in one of 
the first volunteer contingents sent to France. 

Rolston was one of Wickersham’s appointees to 
West Point, which school he attended for two 
years, when a slight defect in his hearing 
demanded his resignation.  The military experience 
he had acquired, however, made him a valuable 
man to the government at this time and he was 
allowed to re-enter the service. 

On account of the censorship he was not allowed 
to give the exact date of his departure, but is 
supposed to have already arrived in France. 
 
Bully for Howard.  I had lost sight of Howard & am 
glad he is making his own way in the army. 
 
[clipping] 

FAIRBANKS NEWSPAPERS  
TAKE FIGHT TO COURT 

FAIRBANKS, Aug. 9,— W. F. Thompson, editor 
of the Daily News Miner is complainant in a libel 
suit instituted today against J. H. Caskey, owner of 
the Alaska Citizen. 

Owing to the fact that Thompson heretofore has 
been in the habit of fighting his own battles and 
never going to the courts for protection, it is 
asserted by many of Caskey's friends that the suit 
is merely an attack on Caskey by the federal ring, 
which has been fought consistently by the Citizen. 

 
Both fought me!  Let em fight 
 

Diary 28, 1917 
August 30 

30th – continued. 
Have just had a conversation with Judge Houston 
in which he told me in the strictest confidence that 
he had had another talk with Sec. Lane who told 
him that Gov. Strong would be reappointed & 
Houston told me he did not doubt it and that it 
would happen.  He also told me that Judge 
Jennings from Juneau is here - had been to see 
him - fighting Strong.  He is, I am informed - also 
fighting me and will assist Sulzer in preparing his 
brief & will also do what he can for Sulzer. 
 

Diary 28, 1917 
August 31- 
September 2 

-31st- 
I invited Judge Houston to take dinner with me 
tonight -Darrell also - at the Raleigh Hotel, after 
which we went to the “movies.” 

Sept. 1st. 
Working in the office as usual. 

-2nd- 
There are three Election's Corn's in the House No's 
1 - 2 & 3.  No 2 is presided over by Hamill of N.J. - 
a Sulzer man! and cases have been referred, now, 
to 3 & 1, leaving me No. 2! 
I am going to protest against the reference of my 
case to No. 2. 
 

Diary 28, 1917 
September 2 

2nd, continued, Sunday. 
Just had a talk with Judge Houston, Chairman 
Com. on Ter; he told me he had written, yesterday, 
a strong letter to the President urging the 
reappointment of Gov. Strong.  He said he talked 
yesterday with Senator Pittman who had, also, as 
Chairman of the Senate Committee on Ter. written 
an especially vigorous one in Strong’s favor.  He 
tells me the real fight against Strong is being made 
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by Atty Genl Gregory! - of course that influence 
comes from Judge Jennings! 
Judge Houston also told me that a day or two ago 
Judge  
 

Diary 28, 1917 
September 2 

2 
Alexander, the Ch. of the House Com. on Merchant 
Marine & Fisheries, called on him with his son, and 
complained of the fish tax levied upon the Alaska 
fish canneries by the Alaska Legislature. 
Alexander's son then said he was one of the 
attorneys of a fishing - cannery in Oregon!! No 
wonder Alexander is opposed to me & introduced 
the Alexander Fish Bill - to give the canneries title 
to trap sites in Alaska - his son's retainer may be 
large enough to justify the father in giving him at 
least a fatherly support 
 

Diary 28, 1917 
September 3 

-3rd- 
Have just come from the office of the Clerk of the 
House of Rept. who told me he would open the 
depositions in the Alaska Contest - Wickersham v 
Sulzer, on Thursday & have the evidence printed. 
Also had a talk with Dowell, Rep. member of 
Election Com. No. 3 & he told me that Watson, of 
Va. Chairman of the Com. Told him my case was 
referred to his com!!  Or would be when it came 
before the house. 
I Am pleased - if that is true, for if I can’t get justice 
before that com I can’t anywhere.  Good. 
 

Diary 28, 1917 
September 4 

-4th- 
Big parade today in honor of the drafted men 
drawn into the Army.  Dinner with Darrell at the 
Raleigh - he is feeling fine & thinks his troubles 
over sea sickness etc. will come out all right. He is 
going back to Buffalo today.  
Just received copy of depositions taken at Nome to 
show that Eskimo voted for me at Unalakleet & that 
they were not citizens etc.  On the contrary the 
evidence even fails to show that a single one voted 
for me - the deposition is a fizzle & Sulzer will get 
nothing in comfort from it.  It is strongly in my favor! 
 

Diary 28, 1917 
September 5-6 

-5th- 
Same old grind.  Working in office on Alaska Rate 
Case. Have cold gripping me - hot weather cold - 
the worst possible. 

-6th- 
The Clerk of the House has just told me that he put 
off the opening of the depositions in the Contest 
Case until next week - that Lloyd asked -him to - 
that Sulzer told him the depositions are not all 
here! 
Called Lloyd up on the telephone but he wont do 
anything says he will be gone for 10 days! Have 
asked the Clerk to talk with Lloyd. 
 

Diary 28, 1917 
September 7 

-7th- 
The Clerk of the House yesterday refused to open 
the Depositions in my Contest case because Lloyd, 
Sulzer’s attorney, asked him to postpone it until he 
returned form Missouri on the 17th inst. 
Called up Lloyd but could not get him to act.  
Today I see that in the Record yesterday Sulzer 
was given a leave of absence, indefinitely, on 
account of sickness in his family & he has gone to 
California - so there you are, -there is nothing in 
the case so they want it postpone as long as 
possible. 
 

Diary 28, 1917 
September 7-8 

-7th – continued 
U.S. Marshal Jordan, from Nome was in the office 
today. He is here trying to get reappointment - & 
Sulzer, Donohoe, Grigsby, Jennings et. al. are 
fighting him.  I advised with him & told him to go 
and see Judge Park of Georgia. 

-8th- 
Recd, letter from Gov. Strong today enclosing a 
certified copy of Grigsby's first opinion to the 
Canvassing Board in the Sulzer - Wickersham 
matter.  It seems Grigsby then gave the Board an 
official opinion diametrically opposed to what 
Sulzer & Grigsby now are faced to rest on in their 
defense against my Contest! 
 

Diary 28, 1917 
September 9-11 

-9th- 
Sunday - nothing new - just working in office as 

 34



Alaska State Library – Historical Collections   Diary of James Wickersham 
MS 107 BOX 4 DIARY 28  March 5, 1917 through Oct. 7, 1917 

usual. 
-10- 

Same as usual - study the law in the Alaska Rate 
case. 

-11th- 
Jordan, the U.S. Marshal from Nome was in - 
Sulzer & his organization is fighting Jordan & I am 
doing what I can by way of suggestion to aid him - 
it adds to the widening of the breach etc. in Alaska. 
Also tonight Clarence Hawkins another Nome 
candidate for the same office was in - Sulzer is not 
supporting him either. 
 

Diary 28, 1917 
September 11 

11th – continued. 
Hawkins was stenographer at Unalaska in 1901 
when I tried Fred Hardy, for murder.  He has 
resided in and around Nome ever since.  He is very 
bitter against Jordan & seems to think it is a close 
fight between Jordan & Corrigan of Nome, whom 
Sulzer & Donohoe have both endorsed. 
Jordan told me that Sulzer asked for absence from 
Congress because of the death of his brother John 
in New York - last week. 
 

Diary 28, 1917 
September 12 

-12th- 
Working on Rehearing in Rate Case.  Went to the 
National Theater tonight to see George Arliss in 
“Alexander Hamilton,” an adaptation of the old 
Reynolds scandal. 
I went more because a Nome girl was playing the 
part of “Melissa,” the bar maid, than anything else. 
“Katherine Hayden” was a young girl when I was 
last at Nome in 1910, & even in 1902 - She makes 
the third Nome girl on the Stage in Washington this 
year:  Emily Ann Wellman, Constance Reed, & 
now Katherine H-.  She and her  
 

Diary 28, 1917 
September 12-
13 

12 
mother called at the office today & I went with them 
over to the Congressional Library - 
[theater program with list of cast] 
[“HAMILTON” A new play in four acts, dealing with 
the life of Alexander Hamilton during the period of 
Washington’s administration.] 

-13th- 
Recd, a letter from the Clerk 
 

Diary 28, 1917 
September 13-
14 

13 
of the House of Representatives today notifying me 
that he would open the Depositions in the Alaska 
Contested Election Case Wickersham v. Sulzer, on 
Monday Sept. 17, at 2 o’clock in the afternoon etc. 

-14th- 
Judge Houston, Chairman Com. Ter. told me today 
that he spoke to the Clerk House, yesterday & 
asked WHY he did not give notice & have 
depositions opened etc. 
Probably that accounts for the Notice which I 
received just after Judge Houston made the 
inquiry! 
 

Diary 28, 1917 
August 14 

14th – continued. 
At work on Petition for Rehearing Alaska Rate 
Case -George A. Jeffery is helping me with 
typewriting the Petition & Argument - George has a 
good position in the Office of the House File Clerk - 
under the patronage of Gaudy, M.C. of South 
Dakota.  I am also from time to time getting returns 
from letters hunting up rare books pamphlets etc. 
for my Alaskan Library. It is growing from day to 
day, & I am trying get it complete with misc. books 
etc. while I am in the East. 
 

Diary 28, 1917 
September 15-
17 

-15th- 
Same as usual - George & I are working nights in 
arranging Alaska newspapers. 

-16th- 
Sunday – same as usual. 

-17th- 
The Clerk of House of Representatives opened the 
depositions today in the Alaska Contested Election 
Case etc.  Lloyd, Sulzer’s attorney appeared & we 
got through the matter without any trouble - very 
agreeably in fact. 

Am still engaged at work on the Petition for 
Rehearing in the Alaska Rate Case. 
 

Diary 28, 1917 -17th continued. 
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September 17-
18 

I met Judge Watson, of Virginia, on the street & he 
was very cordial - if my case is referred to his Com. 
I will, at least, get a square deal. 

-18th- 
Note from Darrell says he is unofficially advised 
that he is to be ordered before Retiring Board. 
This will take him from service during the war, but 
will assure him of retirement after the War, on half 
pay, which was what he desired.  He then intends 
to get into private business.  I am sorry to have him 
quit the Navy but it seems necessary on account  
 

Diary 28, 1917 
September 18-
22 

18 
of his constant and incurable sea sickness - when 
at sea.  Ever since he had typhoid fever at Norfolk 
Navy Yard he is unable to go to sea, & a sailor who 
cannot go to sea & do his work is better on shore.  
Hence his retirement. 

-19th- 
Same old grind 

-20- 
Just working. 

-21- 
Same. 

-22- 
do. 
 

Diary 28, 1917 
September 23-
24 

-23rd- 
Sunday & worked all day in office except took a 
walk through Anacostia and along the new sea 
wall. 

-24- 
Called on the Clerk of the House - he told me the 
depositions in case Contested Election had gone to 
the printer & he hoped soon to send me “proofs” 
etc.  Things seem to be moving - which is what I 
want.  Recd, telegram from Debbie & letter at same 
time saying she wants me to telegraph if she can 
come -  Here.  I think she can come now as soon 
as she wants to & so telegraphed her. 
 

Diary 28, 1917 
September 25-
26 

-25- 
Surveyor Genl. Chas. E. Davidson from Juneau, 
came in today - he tells me he is to see Sec. Lane 

this evening. He feels quite safe - but. 
-26- 

The bill to give the Shipping Board power to permit 
foreign vessels to enter the U.S. Coastwise trade - 
with a proviso that it shall not apply to Alaska has 
been favorably reported & Chairman Alexander is 
trying to push it through the House. 
Have been working up data begging members to 
oppose the proviso. 
 

Diary 28, 1917 
September 26 

-26- continued. 
Judge Houston has promised to “move to strike” 
the proviso from the bill - & I am preparing matter 
for him to use.  Will also try & get Copper, of Wis. 
Rep. to help. 

Davidson, Sur. Genl Alaska was in - he told me 
that he had a very satisfactory talk with Sec. Lane, 
and thinks that he and Strong will be reappointed.  
Lane told him to go and see the Senators who will 
have charge of his confirmation - the Com.  I took 
him up & introduced him to Judge Houston.  Lane 
warned Davidson to keep way from any public 
alliance or support of me - etc. - evidently to protect 
him from Sulzer’s criticism & assaults. 
 

Diary 28, 1917 
September 27 

-27th- 
Recd, letter from Debbie this morning expressing a 
wish to come on to Washington.  I telegraphed her 
to come - on the first train. 
Spent yesterday & last evening and this forenoon 
gathering data for Judge Houston & Dowell (Rep) 
of Iowa in opposition to the proviso in the H.R. 
6195 (Rep. No 162) which excepts Alaska from the 
benefit of the bill.  I carried the data to Dowell & 
posted him fully & he promised to assist Houston 
earnestly.  The House held no session today on 
account of the news of the death of Hon. Ebenezer 
J. Hill, of Conn. 
 

Diary 28, 1917 
September 28 

-28th- 
Shipping bill with “Alaska proviso” did not come 
before the House yesterday but will probably today.  
Have been able to get a lot more data for Judge 
Houston which he will incorporate in his speech.  
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Postal telegraph Co. informs me that telegram to 
Debbie at Seattle was not delivered Because she 
left there for Washington on Wednesday. 
Have also requested Knudsen of Minn & Copper, 
of Wis, to assist Judge Houston & Dowell in 
opposition to the “Alaska proviso” in the Shipping 
bill - today – 
 

Diary 28, 1917 
September 28-
October 1 

28 
Later: We got licked - through Judge Houston & 
Dowell fought well. 

-29th- 
Got telegram from Debbie from Chicago saying 
she could get here tomorrow afternoon - Good. 
Sent Maggie McNichols, Buckley, $25. to get 
mother a nice new bedstead & mattress - her 
birthday is Oct. 12, & she is moving in the new 
house. 

-30th- 
Darrell is here & Debbie will be this afternoon - 
good. 

Octo. 1st 
We are getting settled temporarily at 201 A.S.S.E. 
Office work the same as usual. 
 

Diary 28, 1917 
October 2-7 

-Oct. 2nd- 
Same as usual nothing new.  Am getting “proofs” 
printing Depositions in Contest case. 

-3rd- 
The Petition for re hearing in the Alaska rate case 
is technical full of statistics, dry & gives one a 
headache - still. 

-4th- 
Same as usual, just working.  Congress is 
threatening to adjourn, but doesn't. 

-5th- 
Jamison Leslie Wickersham, son of Frank 
Wickersham, of Kennett Square, came in to see 
me - he is 26 years old and seeks a place in the 
Eng. Corp. of the Army.  Sent him to the War Dept. 
with a letter. 

-6th- 
The Extra Sess. of Congress adjourned today, until 
November. 

-7- 
Beautiful sunny fall day.  Debbie & Darrell & I went 
for an automobile ride around Arlington, Va. 
 

 [inside back cover] 
[Admittance card to inauguration ceremonies, 
March 5, 1917] 
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Total vote of the Second Division, by Precincts 

Diary 29, 1917 
October 8 

Washington, D.C., Octo 8, 1917. 
Congress adjourned Saturday (this is Monday) and 
the place seems rather quiet.  I shall not go west 
for it will convene again the first Monday in 
November & I could not more than get to Alaska 
and back so I shall stay here.  I have three 
important matters to engage my attention (1) the 
preparation of my Contest Case, (2) the 
preparation of the Brief etc. in the Alaska Rate 
Investigation (3) the arrangement of the mss. & 
preparation of the syllabi in the 5th Alaska Reports 
& also the work on my Trip to Mt. McKinley.  So I 
will just stay here & work.  Darrell is taking an 
examination today before the  

Diary 29, 1917 
October 8-9 

8 
Navy Retiring Board.  He thinks he will be retired – 
but not, of course, until the Present War is over, 
though in the meantime he will probably not be 
sent to sea. 

-9th – 
We went to Keith’s Theatre last night – vaudeville. 

Darrell went back to Buffalo N.Y. today.  the 
retiring Board reported unanimously in favor of his 
retirement – on account of his terrible sea sickness 
which utterly incapacitates him from duty, & which 
was brought on by the severe typhoid fever he had 
at Norfolk in 1909.  Am busy yet on my brief in the 
Alaska Rate Case.  It rained today – the fall is on & 
it is disagreeable – rain & cold. 

Diary 29, 1917 
October 10-12 

-10- 
Just working in office. 

-11- 

Same as usual.  Sent a telegram of congratulation 
and love to Mother on her Eightieth (80th) Birthday 
which is tomorrow, as follows: 
“We wish you many happy birthdays” Jim, Debbie 
and Darrell. 

-12th- 
Mother’s 80th Birthday. 
She was born Mary Jane McHaney, in Tennessee 
(50 miles north of Nashville) 80 years ago today.  
Her father & family drove an ox team through to 
Marion County, Ill. when she was 7 years old.  She 
married my father there in 1856.  I was born Aug. 
24, 1857.  Ten children were born to them. 7 are 
yet living. 

Diary 29, 1917 
October 13 

-13- 
Just working in office on the same old Rate case - 
its full of statistics - and the transportation 
companies are better at figures than I am.  They 
are literary experts in that line & have a poetical 
license which is not confined by fact, truth or 
justice. 

About the last thing Congress did was to pass a 
Joint Resolution to suspend the assessment work 
on mining claims for 1917 and 1918.  It was, of 
course, intended to apply it to Alaska, but, the act 
only suspends the operation of Sec. 2325, U.S. 
Rev. Stat. which requires such work to be done - 
but it does not suspend Sec. 3 of the mining Act of 
1915, passed by the Legislature of Alaska. 
If Sulzer had remained here and attended to it the 
miners of Alaska would not have been jobbed. 

Diary 29, 1917 
October 14-15 

-14- 
Sunday.  Our movements on Sunday differ but little 
from those on other days - I usually go to the office 
and write and Debbie reads & sometimes rides on 
the streetcars.  Once in a while we take an 
automobile ride, but generally we are very quiet. 

-15- 
Called on Clerk House of Representatives - saw 
Mr. Ellis who has charge of the preparation and 
printing of the Record of the Contest Case, & he 
told me he would have it finished by Saturday - I 
asked for 100 extra copies. 
Henry W. Elliott is preparing a very interesting 
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painting of the gorge at Mt McKinley through which 
the upper snow-fields join Peters Glacier. 

Diary 29, 1917 
October 16 

-16- 
The brief in the Alaska Rate case is a burdensome 
task & its completion is giving me much trouble.  
Still I am doing it the best I can & will be glad when 
I get it printed. 
Henry W. Elliott has just completed and presented 
to me a water color picture of the view from the 
high view on Mt McKinley that our mountain party 
had on June 22 - 3, 1903.  It is a beautiful picture & 
Jeffery & I gave him the outline and the best 
description we could of it & the geography was 
aided by the Geo. Ser. Maps etc.  No one, 
however, except my party has ever yet been to that 
high point or ever saw the great glacial lake seen in 
the picture. 

Diary 29, 1917 
October 17-21 

-17th- 
Same old grind. 

-18th – 
do. 

-19th – 
This is Howard’s birthday.  Had he lived he would 
be 24 years old. 

-20th – 
Working on the Rate Case. 

-21st- 
Have today about completed my Mss. of my brief in 
the Alaska Rate Case.  It has been a very great 
burden, for I am having to make a 'stern chase,” 
trying to persuade the Interstate Commerce 
Commission to reverse its former decision against 
me.  I think I have prepared a showing that will 
compel them to give me the relief! 

Diary 29, 1917 
October 22 

-22nd- 
On Saturday (2nd) the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives gave me 10 completed & well 
printed copies of the Record in the -Contested 
Election Case of Wickersham v. Sulzer.  Am trying 
today to get him to serve copies on Lloyd, Sulzers 
attorney, with copies of my brief, so as to compel 
Lloyd to prepare and serve his reply brief within 30 
days! 
Later: Am personally informed by Mr. Ellis of the 

Clerks office that he sent 2 copies of my brief and 2 
copies of the -printed Record to Mr. Lloyd, attorney 
for Sulzer on last Saturday (20th) for service, & 
also copies to Sulzer. 
Timble promises me 75 copies for distribution. 

Diary 29, 1917 
October 23-26 

-23rd- 
Finishing up my Brief on Alaska Rate Case - 
Petition for Rehearing. 

-24- 
Finished brief today - it is done & I will go to the 
printer with it tomorrow.  It has been a long hard 
work - full of statistical tables etc.  It has been a 
backbreaker - and I am glad its done.  Hope it 
brings some good results. 

-25- 
My Brief has gone to the printer.  Am now clearing 
up the office & will then begin on the Mss. for the 
5th Alaska, parts of which are coming in rough 
form from the Clerks of the courts. 

-26- 
Brief will cost me $175.00 for printing. Fine fall 
weather.  Writing letters. 

Diary 29, 1917 
October 27-28 

October 27th, 1917 
Thirty seven years ago today Debbie and I were 
married at the little church in Rochester, Ill. About 7 
miles east of Springfield.  We had just built a 
modest home there and went home after the 
wedding & a wedding dinner with Aunt Kate & 
Uncle Tom in Springfield.  

-28th- 
Am now at work on Mss for the 5th Alaska Law 
Reports. I am in receipt of certified copies of the 
opinions of the Judges at Nome and Valdes, but 
not yet from Fairbanks or Juneau - although I have 
letters from the Clerks at both places saying they 
would forward copies of all opinions as soon as 
they could prepare them. 

Diary 29, 1917 
October 29- 
November 1 

-29th- 
Same as usual - 5th Alaska though when I get tired 
of that I work on my Mt McKinley Mss. 

-30th- 
Same as usual.  George comes over to the office 
of evenings and we also work on arranging Alaska 
newspapers, binding etc.  Mr. Morrison also 
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assisted me two hours this afternoon on some 
belated bibliographical data in regard to Alaska 
pamphlets. 

-31st- 
Same grind as usual. 

Nov. 1 
Working on 5th Alaska 
Called & gave Victor Murdock copy my brief in 
Alaska Rate ease - am trying to get him interested. 

Diary 29, 1917 
November 2-4 

Nov. 2. 
Same as yesterday. 

Nov. 3 
Saw Victor Murdock this morning and discussed 
the transportation conditions in Alaska with him to 
considerable extent - he expressed interest in the 
matter and is reading proof sheets of my Petition 
for Rehearing & Brief in the Alaska Rate Case.  I 
am to see him again on Monday morning. 
Have finished preparing the syllabi of Nome cases 
for the 5th Alaska Reports. 

-4th- 
Debbie has been complaining for a year about a 
rheumatic knee which compels her to limp & today 
she went to the Wash. Sanitorium, Takhoma Park, 
for a weeks treatment. 

Diary 29, 1917 
November 5-6 

-5th- 
I am disappointed that Victor Murdock who is a 
member of the Federal Trade Commission will not 
give me support or encouragement in the Alaska 
Rate Cases. 
He gives sympathy, but will not read my Brief & 
understand the situation.  Well, I will just fight it by 
myself - to the end – and maybe will get a turn in 
the affair which will finally get the result which I & 
justice demand.  Am pressing the matter as hard 
as I can in my Brief on Re-hearing. - I ought to win 
and get the Rehearing. 

-6th- 
Same as usual - correcting proof on Brief on 
Petition for Rehearing in the Alaska Rate case & 
working on Mss on 5h Alaska Repts. 

Diary 29, 1917 
November 6 

6 
[clipping]  
TULSA DAILY WORLD, MONDAY, NOVEMBER 5, 

1917  
THE TULSA DAILY WORLD 
OFFICIAL CITY AND COUNTY PAPER 
Published by World Publishing Company. 
EUGENE LORTON  Editor 
F.O. LARSON          Business Manager 
GLEN CONDON      Managing Editor 
HARRY E. HUDSON  Advertising Manager 
 

DAVENPORT HAS ALLY 
IN PUBLISHER PAGE 

Candidate, in Turning Other 
Cheek for Voters to Slap, 

files Libel Suit. 
As the initial step in announcing his candidacy for 

the Democratic nomination for congress James S. 
Davenport has filed a libel suit against The World 
and Congressman Bert Chandler for $50,000 each 
charging that the publication of the official records 
in which he was indicted for introducing intoxicating 
liquor into the old Indian Territory and also tried for 
murdering a poor woodchopper in the early days, 
resulted in defeating him for congress a year and a 
half ago. 

Davenport is a candidate for the Democratic 
nomination again.  The only time he ever gained 
any national prominence while he was in congress 
was when he undertook to defeat the bill backed by 
President Wilson providing for the building of a 
government railroad in Alaska which was bitterly 
opposed by the Guggenheim interests who were 
endeavoring to monopolize the coal fields which 
would be opened up by the government road. 

During the debate on the floor of the house of 
Representatives, in order to discredit 
Representative Wickersham of Alaska, who had 
charge of the bill, Davenport undertook to read into 
the records private correspondence which would 
only have been secured from the files of the 
Guggenheims.  It acted as a boomerang on 
Davenport and the grilling he received on the 
hands of Representative Wickersham was one of 
the most notable incidents that has ever occurred 
in the halls of congress. 
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The Guggenheims own several smelters in the 
First congressional district which Davenport 
aspires to again misrepresent in Congress.  A 
significant fact connected with his belated suit 
against the World and Congressman Chandler is 
the fact that the attorneys representing him are the 
private attorneys for Charles Page. 
 

Diary 29, 1917 
November 7-8 

-7th – 
Getting my brief in Alaska Rate Case in printed 
shape about done on it. 
Am working on 5th Alaska.  Am doing all the work, 
writing the syllabic and then printing on typewriter 
& pasting on head of cases as sent me by the 
Clerk.  Getting along O.K. 

-8th- 
Done on Brief - will have finished copies from 
printer tomorrow for service.  Telephoned Debbie - 
she is getting along satisfactorily. 
While I say nothing about the War in this diary it is 
not because I am not very greatly interested in it.  
Things are going badly now - Russia is making 
peace with Germany - & Germany & Austria are 
crushing Italy - things look bad over there. 
 

Diary 29, 1917 
November 9-11 

-9th- 
Brief in Alaska Rate Case Rehearing finished - and 
served copies by mail this afternoon.  Am satisfied 
with it, though I could shorten it somewhat if I could 
do it again - on the whole, though, I am satisfied 
with it. 
I hope it does some good for I have worked long 
and hard on it - Am getting along well with the 5th 
Alaska. 

-10th- 
Filed 12 copies of my Petition for Rehearing & Brief 
with the Interstate Commerce Commission today. 
Working on 5th Alaska. 

-11th- 
Sunday.  Debbie is home today from Wash. 
Sanatorium - thinks she is better - & so do I - 

Diary 29, 1917 
November 12-13 

-12- 
Same as usual.  5th Alaska.  We moved our 
rooming place today from 201 A. St. S.E. to 214, 

same street, where we can have more comfortable 
and warmer quarters for Debbie. 

-13th- 
Same as usual - 5th Alaska. 
 
[clipping] 
New York Tribune, Nov 13 

Rehearing Asked in 
Alaska Rate Inquiry. 

Petition Based on Increased  
Demands for Copper Caused  

by the War 
WASHINGTON, Nov. 12.- A petition for rehearing 

in the so-called Alaska rate investigation was filed 
with the Interstate Commerce Commission by 
former Delegate James Wickersham.  The 
Commission, on its first consideration of the case 
several months ago did not sustain most of the 
complaints that transportation facilities to Alaska 
were dominated by certain large mining interests. 

Mr. Wickersham bases his petition on increased 
demands for copper caused by the war.  Copper 
production in the territory is now curtailed, he 
charged, by high rates charged by the Copper 
River & Northwestern Railroad, which, he said, is a 
subsidiary of the Kennecott Copper Corporation. 

The Commission is also asked to regulate rates 
on the White Pass and Yukon Railway, a British 
road, running from Skagway, Alaska, through 
Canadian territory to Fairbanks and other Alaska 
towns.  Discrimination by these railroads against 
small independent copper producers is charge in 
the rehearing petition. 
 
Same story in the N.Y. & Phil. Papers. 
Served copy of a letter on each member of 
Interstate Com. Com. calling upon him to give 
Alaska case his personal consideration & a square 
deal.  An impudent letter but necessary. 

Diary 29, 1917 
November 14 

-14th- 
Mr. Charles M. Johnston, of Chickaloon, on the 
Matanuska, came in yesterday.  He resides in 
Matanuska, but is on a visit to his brother at 
Cannaqua, N.Y. where his brother runs a metal 
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sheet plant - he is here trying to get a contract from 
the War Dept. – He thinks he has it fixed so the 
brother will get the contract.  Today I gave him a 
letter to the Com. Genl. Land office & he went 
there to get his homestead at Chickaloon 
straightened out – and thinks he got that done - so 
when he left for home in N.Y. he was pleased. 
Lloyd, Sulzers attorney, called & says he will have 
his brief ready for me on the 24th - That sounds 
good - Hope we get it referred to Com. promptly. 

Diary 29, 1917 
November 15 

-15th- 
Have worked up all the copies of decisions from 
Nome & Valdes - those from Fairbanks & Juneau 
not yet -arrived - 
Called on the Mifses Jackson, - the daughters of 
Sheldon Jackson (who so long managed the 
Bureau of Education Work in Alaska) at the 
Concord Apartments (New Hampshire & Oregon 
Ave.) and talked Alaska books etc. with them & 
especially these smaller publications which go to 
complete a library -they very kindly gave me a 
cartload of old pamphlets etc. which their father 
had saved, & I picked out an armload! & brought 
away with me - They are very much interested in 
Alaska and like to talk of the things their father was 
connected with there.  They gave me, also, a “Life” 
of their father by Stewart - writing their presentation 
in it. 

Diary 29, 1917 
November 16-19 

-16th- 
Received the copies of Opinions from Fairbanks 
today for the 5th Alaska Reports - 20 in number. 
Am sending out to Alaska copies of my last Brief in 
the Interstate Com. Case - the Alaska Rate Case. 
Am writing letters to a number of the newspapers 
asking them to copy pages 120-122, for general 
information. 

-17th- 
Same as yesterday - nothing new. 

18th- 
Sunday – nothing new. 

-19- 
Recd, letter from Darrell saying his matter in the 
Dept. is lost, or mislaid and he cannot get any 

Diary 29, 1917 19 

November 19-20 thing done; he asks me to go to the Bureau of 
Navigation and ask for information etc. 

-20- 
Went to Bureau of Navigation today - saw 
Commander Senn & Capt. Ellis, - they told me the 
papers in Darrells case were mislaid, but Com. 
Senn asked Capt. Ellis to go to the point where 
they were last used & follow them up till he found 
them.  I told Com. Senn, that the Board 
unanimously recommended that Darrell be retired 
in line of service - he said if that was the report his 
Bureau would approve it, for he, personally, 
thought it ought to be done. 
Later = Capt. Ellis reports papers found & started 
on their regular course.  I wrote Darrell fully. 

Diary 29, 1917 
November 21-24 

-21- 
Same as usual in office. 
Went to see Zeigfelds “Follies of 1917,” at New 
National Theatre with Debbie - a fine spectacular 
play – 

-22- 
Same office work. 
Began today on the preparation of my answering 
brief in the Sulzer contest case.  Expect their brief 
on Saturday so I am preparing to answer it. 

-23rd- 
Same as yesterday. 

-24- 
Lloyd, Sulzers attorney did not appear today & this 
afternoon I telephoned to him but he said he could 
not serve the brief until next week, -? till Sulzer 
gets here 

Diary 29, 1917 
November 25 

-25- 
The Post this morning has a telegraphic dispatch 
from New York saying that Capt. Klenschmidt, the 
son-in-law of Dr. S. Hall Young was arrested 
yesterday at the Hotel Astor in New York as a 
German sympathizer. 
Apparently McKenzie got to the department & 
secured results.  Some time ago I told McKenzie 
about him, how he was an officer in the German 
Army, wounded etc. & McKenzie insisted he ought 
to be “pinched”. 
It was all the more agreeable when I learned how 
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brutally he treated his wife and 3 children.  Dr. 
Young calls him “Kaiser” in his letters to me - he 
knows also. 
Busy at work on my final brief in the Sulzer contest 
case. 

Diary 29, 1917 
November 26-27 

-26th- 
Recd, letter from Geo. T. Reid, Tacoma sending 
me (enclosed) draft, No. 34495, date Nov. 20, ’19 
on J.P. Morgan &Co., drawn by Bank of California, 
Tacoma, Wash for $4196.69 being the balance in 
his hands loaned for me.  He has been very good 
about it, and I have written him a very good letter 
expressing my appreciation of his kindness.  This 
money puts me in a very good conditions to meet 
our future expenses etc. in Washington, in respect 
to the Contest, etc. Its satisfactory. 

-27th- 
Working industriously on my Reply Brief in the 
Sulzer contest case. 
Bought a fine copy of “Voyage around the World,” 
by Lutke, 1827-29, published in the original 
Russian at St Petersburg, 1835, from Lowdermilk & 
Co. - paid $25.00 for it. Fine copy.  It was once in 
Commodore Charles Wilkes library & has his 
bookplate in it. 

Diary 29, 1917 
November 28-30 

-28- 
Same work in office. 
Debbie and I went over to Vienna, Virginia, today 
to the Golden Wedding of the father & mother of 
our Fairbanks friend, Dug. Morgan.  They sent us 
an invitation & we went with a great basket of 
golden roses - It was a pleasant visit.  We found a 
great crowd of their neighbors present - Dug was 
glad we came -and it was a pleasant visit 
generally. 

-29th- 
Thanksgiving Day - 
Worked in office - same as usual.  Nothing new. 

-30- 
Same as usual. 

Diary 29, 1917 
December 1 

December 1st 
Sulzers attorney, Lloyd served his brief on me this 
afternoon - Of course I am partisan & have fixed 
views etc, but I am even then amazed at the brief.  

He clearly does not begin to understand - have 
knowledge of the facts or the law - the brief makes 
a poor case for Sulzer and relieved me very much.  
I feared a carefully prepared & cunningly arranged 
statement of the law & facts - but it looks as if it 
was prepared by the office boy.  It does not give 
Lloyd any credit as an attorney to put out such a 
brief - & he had a good opportunity - suppose he 
shall win - then what? 

Diary 29, 1917 
December 2-3 

Dec. 2, (Sunday) 
Have my Reply Brief ready done - now that I have 
Lloyds I can finish mine without delay - 

Congress in session tomorrow. 
December 3, 1917 

Congress convened today in regular session., I did 
not go over - it was informal & nothing done - so far 
as I know. Took my Reply Brief to the printer - but 
am yet working on Conclusions. 
An operator in the Secret Service came to see me 
today about Capt. Kleinschmidt, who is interned as 
a German spy!  Told him what I knew which was 
not much - nor new. 
 

Diary 29, 1917 
December 3-4 

3rd Continued 
Deposited in the Nat Capital Bank to my credit 
check $4196.69 which Geo. J. Reid sent me. 
 

-4th - 
Got Mss for my Reply Brief in Contest Case in the 
hands of the printer today.  Chas. E. Herron called 
- is in the East on business - mining deal. 
President Wilson read his message to Congress 
today - urges war & recommends declaration 
against Austria. 
Called & saw Gillette, leader on Republican side in 
the absence of Mr. Mann, Rep. leader, who is in 
the hospital sick - G. told me he would ask Speaker 
Clark not to send my case to Elections Com. No. 2 
- Hamill - unfriendly. 
 

Diary 29, 1917 
December 5-6 

-5- 
Had consultation this morning with Judge R. 
Houston & Ms Hatcher about matter of 
Reappointment of Gov. Strong.  Mrs. H. wishes to 
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see the President & Judge H. is to see Sec. Lane.  
I make such suggestions as I can, but am politically 
powerless to aid them. 
Mrs. H. took dinner with Mrs. W. tonight & spent 
the evening visiting with her. 

-6th- 
Saw Judge Houston this morning.  We saw Sec. 
Lane yesterday trying to make an engagement for 
Mrs. Hatcher to see the President. 
Lane suggested that he write a letter to the Pres. 
asking for the interview for her - Houston thinks 
Burleson & Gregory are against Gov. Strong & 
Lane seems discouraged. 
 

Diary 29, 1917 
December 7 

-7th - 
Have got Judge Houston to take enough interest in 
my contest that he has promised to see Speaker 
Clark & say that he thinks (as Chairman of the 
Com. on Territories) the Wickersham v Sulzer 
contest involves Gov. Strong greatly - ought to be 
assigned to Election Com. No. 3, presided over by 
Judge Watson, of Va. who is a good lawyer & a 
square man, and who will decide it on the law & 
evidence & will not be controlled altogether by 
partisan politics.  If I win it aids Gov. Strong – if I 
lose it must be on the ground that Gov. Strong & 
Sur. Genl. Davidson were wrong in their action as 
members of the Canvassing Board! 

Diary 29, 1917 
December 7 

7th continued. 
I have just sent a telegram to 
“Guy B. Erwin, Fairbanks, Alaska. 
Mail certified copy list voters Nenana precinct last 
election Promptly.  James Wickersham 
I am informed that both, Mrs. Thomas Riggs & Mrs. 
Creamer, voted at that election though not having 
been in the territory one year. - it is a felony and 
their husbands are equally guilty if they knew & 
connived in the crime. 
The Democrats are fighting Gov. Strong for 
standing up for an honest administration of the 
Election laws & supporting for his place - who does 
not!  Have also just 

Diary 29, 1917 
December 7-9 

7 
written to the Secretary of State of New York for 

copy of the Charges against and Trial of Sulzer, 
Governor, when he was removed for cause from 
the Governorship. 

-8th- 
Wrote letter and delivered with it 60 copies “Reply 
Brief” in Contest case to Clerk House 
Representatives. 
He said he would forward the papers at once to the 
Speaker for reference to a Committee on Elections, 
No 1 – 2 - or 3? 
Telegraphed to Davidson, Surveyor General, 
Juneau, for certified copy of Nenana precinct list of 
voters - can get it 10 days quicker than from 
Fairbanks. 

-9- 
Cold & windy Sunday – nothing 

Diary 29, 1917 
December 10 

-10- 
The Interstate Com. Com. notified me today  - that 
it denied my petition for Rehearing in the Alaska 
Rate Cases. 
I t seems the order was made on the 3rd - a week 
ago today. 
Well, I thought I had made a good presentation of 
that matter and would win - but evidently the 
present tendency first to give the Railroads greater 
freedom, or, second the more active tendency to 
take them in to Federal control -one or both worked 
against me hard - or maybe I just failed to make a 
good case from sheer stupidity - but I am not 
discouraged - I'll try it again. 

Diary 29, 1917 
December 10 

-10- continued. 
Judge Houston told me that he and Judge Hamlin 
of Mo. had a brief interview with Speaker Clark & 
asked him to refer the Alaska Contest case - 
Wickersham v Sulzer - to Election Com. No 3.  
Judge Watson, Chairman.  They put it on the 
ground that Watson is a good lawyer etc. and that 
the case involves Gov. Strong!! 

Mrs. Hatcher, President Alaska W.C.T.U. has 
been in the office all day preparing her letter to the 
President in support of Gov. Strongs 
reappointment.  I asked her to go and see Tallman, 
Com. G.L.O. about “Banzinzi” Jacksons record as 
U.S. Min. Surveyor at Fairbanks.  Jackson, 
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Richardson & Sulzer are here working together 
- against Strong & me. 

Diary 29, 1917 
December 11-12 

-11th – 
Worked in the office - nothing new. 

-12- 
CONTESTED ELECTION CASE - WICKERSHAM 
V. SULZER (H. DOC. No. 561). 
The SPEAKER laid before the House the following 
communication from the Clerk of the House, which, 
together with the case, was referred to Election 
Committee No. 1: 

House of Representatives 
Clerk's Office,  

Washington D.C., December 11, 1917 
The Speaker, 

House of Representatives. 
Sir: I have the honor to lay before the House of 

Representatives the contest for a seat in the House 
of Representative for the Sixty-fifth Congress of the 
United States for the district of Alaska, James 
Wickersham v. Charles A. Sulzer, notice of which 
has been filed in the office of the Clerk of the 
House, and also transmit herewith original 
testimony, papers, and documents relating thereto. 

The Clerk has opened and printed the testimony 
in the above case.  In compliance with the act 
approved March 2, 1897, entitled An act relating to 
contested election cases, each portion of the 
testimony in the above case as the parties in 
interest agreed upon or as seemed proper to the 
Clerk, after giving the requisite notice, have been 
printed and indexed, together with the notices of 
the contest and the answer thereto, and such 
portions of the testimony as were not printed with 
the original papers have been sealed up and are 
ready to be laid before the Committee on Elections. 

Two copies of the printed testimony in the 
aforesaid case have been mailed the contestant 
and the same number  to the contestee.  The law 
in reference to the briefs of both the contestant and 
contestee has been complied with as far as 
possible upon receipt by the Clerk of said briefs. 

So far as the briefs have been furnished to the 
Clerk, they are ready to be laid before the 

Committee on Elections upon the order of the 
House, together with a tabulated statement which 
has been prepared by the Clerk, showing the 
number of pages of testimony and the present 
status of said contested election case, and all 
papers in connection therewith. 
Yours, respectfully,   South Trimble 
Clerk of the House of Representatives. 
 
I did not notice yesterday that my case had been 
referred & did not know it until this morning; the 
foregoing appeared in the Record. 
I went at once to see young Watkins, of La. to 
inquire about Judge Wilson, of La, Chairman. 

Diary 29, 1917 
December 12 

12 
Watkins told me that he is a good lawyer, and will 
treat me fair - that he had already talked with him 
about the matter, etc. 
As soon as Judge Houston learned about it he 
went at once to see Judge Watkins - who is Judge 
Wilsons colleague and neighbor from La. - and 
asked him to put Gov. Strong's case to him as a 
very important part of the case.  My Democratic 
friends are at work - Merrill Moores, of Ind. is the 
leading Republican member of the Committee & 
my staunch friends - so I think I am in a fair way to 
get a square deal - may be rather a favorable 
hearing & I am satisfied! 

Diary 29, 1917 
December 13 

-13th- 
I am not so satisfied to have my case before Com. 
No 1. as if it had gone to No. 3, but cannot help 
myself - so must accept the situation.  I also learn 
that Com. No. 1, has charge of the Scott case from 
Iowa, and mine must wait till that is out of the way - 
so I may not be reached for months! 
Went to see Senator Poindexter about Alaska 
transportation matters - he says he will ready my 
Petition & Brief for Rehearing & talks as if he would 
assist Senator Cummins to work for relief.  Long 
talk with Mrs. Hatcher & Judge Houston - they think 
Gov. Strong's case is not  

Diary 29, 1917 
December 13 

13 
as hopeful as it was.  Mrs. Wickersham had a letter 
from Mrs. Strong today - clipping from Seward 
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paper enclosed, saying Riggs will be appointed in 
January - that the President has refused to appoint 
Strong, etc.  Poor Mrs. Strong is about broken 
hearted - well, I am doing all I can - just staying 
here and making a fight against our mutual 
enemies.  Mrs. Hatcher went to see Tallman, Com. 
G.L.O. & has succeeded in getting R.A. Jacksons 
bad record, & in stirring up Tallman to fight for 
Davison, bitterly.  And now, Mrs. Strong says, John 
W. Troy is en route to Washington to fight both me 
& the Governor. 

Diary 29, 1917 
December 14 

-14- 
before Riggs or anyone else but Gov. Strong will 
be confirmed!” 
He gave me an idea or two and I intend to follow 
them up & get some benefit out of them. 

Diary 29, 1917 
December 14-15 

14 
before Riggs or anyone else but Gov. Strong will 
be confirmed!” 
He gave me an idea or two and I intend to follow 
them up & get some benefit out of them. 

-15- 
Am sending out 500 copies of my Reply Brief in the 
Sulzer Contest case - to all those who were in any 
way interested in the taking of the testimony as 
witnesses etc. in Alaska.  I am specially getting 
them into the hands of the Russian - Aleut voters of 
Kodiak - Afognak, Seldovia, & St Michael & the 
natives at Hydaburg & Craig - Klawock.  Also 
sending them to my friends throughout the Ter. so 
there will be a clear understanding of the facts & 
the law. 

Diary 29, 1917 
December 16 

-16- 
Sunday.  Mrs. W- & I are living at 214, A. St. S.E. - 
that is rooming there and taking our meals at Mrs. 
Mortons - 200 A. St. S.E.  We have a large sunny 
front room on the 2nd floor, well furnished & warm 
& get good food & plenty of it at Mrs. Mortons - and 
all for less than one half what it cost, and would 
now cost us, to live at the Congress Hall Hotel.  In 
view of the fact that we are not in receipt of any 
salary - Mr. Sulzer is drawing that - we have to be 
very careful and economical. 
For almost a week now we have had snow and 

freezing cold weather, and we are promised same 
for another week. 

Diary 29, 1917 
December 17 

-17- 
Called & saw Senator Smith of Ga. about helping 
Alaska in Transportation matters - he is friendly & 
kind, but too busy to talk long - must go again 
when the time comes. 
Also had talk with Senator Poindexter who is giving 
the matter the most careful study & promises active 
assistance when satisfied! 

Have been sending out Reply Briefs to people in 
Alaska - in re Sulzer Contest - 400 sent. 
Getting data on “Food Fishery Monopoly” for 
Pinchot and Victor Murdock - got long detailed 
statement from the Bureau of Statistics today & will 
make statement some day this week. 

Diary 29, 1917 
December 18-19 

-18- 
Nothing much - called & met Judge Wilson, 
Chairman of the Com. No 1, Elections, before 
which my case is pending. 

-19- 
Called to see Chairman Foster of House Com. on 
Mines & Mining & told him the Reso. suspending 
the Assessment law -did not apply to Alaska & 
explained the situation to him - he asked me to 
prepare a bill to cure the situation & he would get it 
through Congress after the meeting in Jany. 
Wrote to Senator Dan Sutherland, Juneau, & sent 
him pages from Cong. Record with Sulzers full 
record for last session of Congress. 

Diary 29, 1917 
December 20-21 

-20- 
The Seattle papers report Riggs on his way to 
Washington & intimate he will be appointed 
Governor. 
In view of this rumor I wrote to Rev. S. Hall Young, 
156 Fifth Ave. N.Y. today to come over next Wed- 
& help block the Riggs drive.  I do not hope to do 
that, but I can get him to put Riggs crooked votes 
at Nenana before Nelson who will fight Riggs 
confirmation if he can get facts to back him, & Dr. 
Young can get him the facts. 
I do not want to do it! 

-21- 
Working in the office on Fish Price Chart showing 
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how price of Canned Salmon has flown skyward - 
Pinchot is interested in it also. 

Diary 29, 1917 
December 22-24 

-22- 
The Winter Solstice is here & passed. 

Working on Fish Chart same. 
Debbie and I went to Belasco Theater matinee to 

hear Harry Lauder sing.  It was a great crowd - 
President & Mrs. Wilson present. 

-23rd- 
Sunday.  Darrell came this day from Buffalo, N.Y. 
to spend Christmas with us. 

-24th- 
We are greatly delighted today to learn that the 
President & Secy, of Navy have signed orders 
making Darrell a Lieutenant Commander in the 
Navy & providing for his retirement after the war, 
on account of his health induced 

Diary 29, 1917 
December 24-25 

24 
by sickness at Norfolk etc.  He now becomes Lt. 
Com. however, & is now sure of the successful 
ending of his application on account of long 
continued liability to sea sickness - he will not have 
to go to sea anymore - but will continue in Naval 
work. 

James Haney from Fairbanks was in to see me 
today.  He will wait here till Dr. S. Hall Young 
comes on Wednesday & will assist Young & others 
in defending Gov. Strong etc. from the Troy-
Jackson crowd here. 

-25th- 
Merry Christmas!  Debbie and Darrell and I visiting 
quietly - dinner at Congress Hall Hotel. 

Diary 29, 1917 
December 26-27 

-26th- 
Dr. S. Hall Young and Frank Shaw came in this 
morning - they are at the Congress Hall Hotel. 
Owing to the absence of many members we are 
slow at getting to work but the purpose is to do 
some work for Gov. Strong & block as many of our 
opponents moves as possible.  James Haney, from 
Fairbanks, was also present - but he left on a 
prospecting trip around the corridors. 

-27- 
Dr. S. Hall Young, Frank Shaw, James Haney, Dug 
Morgan and Chas. E. Herron, Alaskans have been 

in my office today. 
We were scheming to do what we could to assist 
Gov. Strong & to defeat 

Diary 29, 1917 
December 27 

27 
Sulzer, Troy, Jackson, et. al. 
Riggs is also here & Sulzer went over to New York 
& brought Joslin over to assist them. 

Dr. Young called at the Com. Room & talked with 
Judge Wilson, Chairman Election Com. having my 
Contest in charge.  He asked to see the Nenana 
Election Returns but since they were in the certified 
Record & sealed, Judge Wilson declined to open 
them up until the Com. met so he could break the 
seal before the Com - he was right! 
In the conversation he told Dr. Young he was 
friendly to Gov. Strong! 
Evidently Judge Houston & Judge Watkins, of La. 
got that clear to him, for which I am thankful - if the 
Gov. was right - so am I in my contest! 

Diary 29, 1917 
December 28 

-28th- 
Frank Shaw saw Sec. Lane today & talked with him 
about Gov. Strong but got little information or 
encouragement. 
Dr. Young visited Tallman, Com. G.L.O. who is 
outspoken in favor of Strong & Davidson, but may 
have no influence in the result.  Dr. Young also 
saw Bertholf, Commandant of the Coast Guard & 
got satisfactory arrangements made to go to Point 
Barrow on a revenue cutter this summer.  Both 
Shaw & Dr Young agree that Gov. Strongs 
opponents are busy but not yet successful in 
securing a satisfactory promise not to reappoint 
him as Governor.  However, they are busy - but so 
are Gov. Strongs friends. 

Diary 29, 1917 
December 29-30 

-29- 
Shaw went back to New York but Dr. Young has 
remained over till Monday when he is to see Sec. 
Lane - Tallman told Dr. Young he was strongly for 
Gov. Strong - but I fear Sec. Lane & want Dr. 
Young to see him to overcome as far as he can the 
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Troy influence. 
Very cold -3°- below zero, late tonight & a north 
wind blowing. 

-30th- 
Last night was the coldest weather in Washington 
for 5 years & a shortage of coal.  The U.S. has 
taken over the control of all Railroads in the U.S. - 
as a war measure - it is a remarkable event in 
history. 

Diary 29, 1917 
December 31 

-31st- 
While it is the dying day of the year it has brought 
us some satisfaction. 
Dr. Young had a long & satisfactory interview with 
Secretary Lane about the reappointment of Gov. 
Strong. 
Dr. Young was invited to talk freely and questioned 
quite fully, and finally Sec. Lane called his 
stenographer & dictated a long letter to the 
President giving the strongest points made by Mrs. 
Hatcher., Shaw and Dr. Young in favor of the Gov.  
This letter was a full and strong presentation of the 
reasons why Gov. Strong should be reappointed & 
Dr. Young thinks it was meant to Sec. Lane to 
secure that result.  It seems Sulzer & Troy were 
with the  

Diary 29, 1917 
December 31- 
January 1, 1918 

31 
Sec. Saturday morning & if our last appeal has 
really had the good effect that Dr. Young thinks it 
has we may hope to have the Gov. reappointed.  
Certainly Dr. Young came back to the office 
confident & Happy - I wrote the Gov. a long letter 
this afternoon giving him a fairly full account of 
what the enemy is doing to him & what we are 
doing to offset them. 
Am working on my Mt McKinley diary - of 1903. 

January 1st 1918 
Nothing much going on - I am at work in the office 
writing up my trip to Mt. McKinley, 1903 cold & 
clear - zero weather. 

Diary 29, 1918 
January 1 

-Jany 1, cont- 
Recd certified copy of the voting list of the Nenana 
Precinct from Guy B. Erwin, of Fairbanks & find, as 
a fact, that Thomas Riggs, Ry Com. did actually 
vote his wife on Nov 7, 1916, though she had only 

been in Alaska since about June previous, 
whereas the law requires a residence of one year! 
and provides that if any such person shall vote he 
(or she) shall he guilty of a felony! 

The scheme is to remove Gov. Strong for being 
honest in Alaska Elections, and to put Riggs in his 
place, who is dishonest & a violator of the law in 
the same matter of elections!  I intend to fight hard 
if Riggs is appointed. 

Diary 29, 1918 
January 2 

Jany 2nd. 
Made examination today of the marriage records 
here in D.C. and ascertained G. Fenton Cramer, 
and his wife, Florence E. were -married here in 
Washington on Feb. 19, 1916, and went with the 
Rigg’s to Alaska in the spring - & Mrs. Cramer also 
voted in Nenana on Nov. 7, - long before she was 
there a year. 

-3rd – 
Working on Pioneering Round McKinley. 

-4th – 
Same as yesterday.  Sent John Rustgard $250. for 
services as my atty. in Contest case. 

-5- 
Same as yesterday. Chas E. Herron in the office - 
nothing exciting. 

Diary 29, 1918 
January 6 

-6th – 
Letter from Darrell today- he has received his 
official notification of his retirement as Lt. 
Commander in the Navy & which relieves him from 
sea duty, but will not take effect until the war 
closes.  He is greatly relieved, however, that he 
does not have to go to sea - since he nearly dies 
with sea sickness resulting from Typhoid Fever, 
which he took in line of duty at Norfolk years ago. 
While I am greatly disappointed that he cannot 
remain in & secure the rapid advancement which 
his class is now to have - it cannot be. So I am 
satisfied to have him retired as well as he has. 

Diary 29, 1918 
January 7-9 

-7th – 
Working on Mt. McKinley data. 

Mss. for Jennings Juneau decisions for 5th 
Alaska recd. & have gone to work to finish that - 
after which I will return to Mt McKinley. 

-8th – 
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Working on 5th Alaska - Interview with Merrill 
Moores of Ind. Republican leader on Election Com. 
No 1. with Parks of Georgia & about “Food 
Supplies” – Increase Prices of Canned Salmon, 
etc. 

-9th – 
Senator Poindexter telephoned me to meet him at 
office of Francis J. Heney, Atty. for Federal Trade 

Diary 29, 1918 
January 9 

9 
Commission this morning - We saw Heney & I told 
him the Alaska fish story & gave him the chart 
showing the increased & increasing prices of 
canned salmon.  Went over that whole situation 
very fully with him & he seemed very much 
interested.  He sent an assistant to my office today 
and we went over the whole matter fully & I gave 
them hearings, evidence etc. etc. and they are to 
begin the preparation of a statement for the 
Commission.  Heney also expressed interest in the 
Rate Case & asked for a copy of my Petition for 
Rehearing which I sent to him. He seemed greatly 
interested in the excessive prices of Copper sold to 
the U.S. 

Diary 29, 1918 
January 10-11 

-10- 
Working on 5th Alaska. 

-11- 
Went with Senator Poindexter & called on 
Chairman [Edward N.] Hurley of the U.S. Shipping 
Board & gave him telegram from Petersburg Board 
of Trade - Chamber of Commerce protesting 
against proposed raise of shipping rates from 
Seattle to Alaskan points.  The matter was referred 
to a Mr. Carry - Rateman, and I am to prepare a 
statement for him. I intend to make it brief & let the 
Board do the work - just enough to make Senator 
Poindexter have a good view & get him to exert 
pressure to bring an investigation if it can be done. 
 

Diary 29, 1918 
January 12 

-12- 
Heard a rumor yesterday that the Elections Co. No. 
1 intended to take up my case & let the case ahead 
of it wait - this morning I met Judge Wilson, of La. 
in the corridor & he told me the Com. had 
concluded to hear the oral arguments next Friday & 

this afternoon I was served with this notice: 
“House of Representatives, Committee on 
Elections No 1 
Contested Election Case of James Wickersham vs. 
Charles A. 
Sulzer, Contester, from the Territory of Alaska. 
Hon James Wickersham, Washington, D.C. 
My dear Sir:  Please take notice that in the above 
styled contest oral argument will be heard on 
behalf of the parties thereto beginning on Friday, 
January 18th, 1918, at 10:00 oclock. a.m. before 
committee on Elections 

Diary 29, 1918 
January 12 

12 
#1, of the, House of Representatives to which said 
contest has 
been assigned.   

Respectfully, 
C.A. Barnette,  
Clerk to the Committee, 

By Order of the Committee. 
That sounds good to me - and I am of the opinion 

that the Chairman & the Clerk of the Com. are fair 
and friendly and I hope I'll get a square deal - think 
I will. They are the friends of Judge Watkins, of La. 
and he and his son are very friendly to me.  All in 
all I do not feel that I am going up against a 
partisan and unfriendly crowd.  Judge Houston was 
very much pleased at the turn of events & thinks 
good will come of it to our side – I hope so. 

Diary 29, 1918 
January 13-15 

-13- 
Debbie has been sick for four days with a 
disagreeable attack of grippe, but is now slowly 
recovering.  Very cold spell for two weeks - same 
zero weather uncomfortable in this region. 

-14th – 
Working on data relating to SS. rates from Seattle 
to Alaskan points - wrote letter to U.S. Shipping 
Board Senator Poindexter & the Petersburg 
(Alaska) Chamber of Commerce about that matter. 
Am also getting ready for my presentation of Oral 
Argument in Contest Case before Com. No 1, on 
Friday. 

-15- 
As usual in office. 
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Diary 29, 1918 
January 16-17 

-16- 
As usual.  Am today preparing an outline of my 
Oral Argument in the Election Contest Case vs. 
Sulzer. 

-17- 
Same as yesterday. 

Heard “Billy” Sunday, the famous exhorter at the 
great flat wide spread tabernacle recently put upon 
the vacant space south of the Penn. Station for his 
particular effort to whip the Devil.  He is cunning, 
shrewd, and skillful in the use of slang; he talks 
loud & fast and with an irreverence and  wit that 
holds great audiences and actually enthuses clean 
Christian people with a holy zeal - He is a  

Diary 29, 1918 
January 17 

17 
curiosity, to me, and makes great collections of 
money.  He was not in good voice tonight but 
15,000 people crowded his tabernacle a will 
continue to do so as long as he remains.  I used to 
go to the “Sandy Branch” campmeeting, out in 
Illinois - 50 years ago - well Sunday's tabernacle is 
the same kind of an appeal to men & women and 
gets the same kind of results. - I think much good 
is done, and little harm - for those who do not feel 
moved to “come to the Lord,” are moved to come 
to the circus & both classes get the worth of their 
money - its interesting for all and helpful, in a 
church way - so let if flourish! 

Diary 29, 1918 
January 18-19 

-18- 
My case, postponed until 22nd. 
Saw Senator Poindexter yesterday & Senator 
Cummins this morning & talked with them fully 
about bad conditions in transportation & rates etc. 
including the probable “failure of the Alaska-Govt. 
Ry.” plan under Mr. Secretary Lane.  They both 
sympathize with me but seem unable - under the 
War conditions which now exist - to suggest any 
relief to Alaska! 

Secretary Lane is making a failure out of the 
Alaska Government Railroad Scheme! 

-19- 
Am working hard on Mss. of 5th Alaska hoping to 
get it out of my office in another week. 
Same as usual. 

Diary 29, 1918 
January 20-21 

-20- 
We have had a month of steady cold weather - 
something unusual in Washington. 

-21- 
The Alaska contest was set for, oral argument on 
last Friday but Lloyd, Sulzers attorney asked for a 
continuance till Monday (today) on account of 
important engagements made before the case was 
set, I consented and the com. adjourned the 
hearing till Tuesday (tomorrow).  Yesterday Judge 
Wilson, the chairman of the Com. fell on the ice 
and broke his leg - and is in the Hospital! and we 
are now up in the air! it may have to go over for 
weeks - or go to trial without Wilson! 

Diary 29, 1918 
January 21-22 

21st continued. 
Judge Houston, Chairman of the Com. on Ter. 

has just told me that he has notified the people of 
his District down in Tennessee, that he will not be a 
candidate for reelection to Congress this fall! 
That's a bad decision for Alaska, for he is brave, 
honest and a friend of good government, and the 
big interests have never been able to control him. 

-22- 
Nothing new - working on the 5tli Alaska Reports. 

On Saturday Sulzer laid the long talked of “full 
territorial government bill” egg- 

John W. Troy, Editor of the Juneau Empire is 
here and assisted 

Diary 29, 1918 
January 22-23 

22 
in the performance and will now probably do the 
“cackling”, for I am informed he drew the bill. 
It consists in my bill, with many of the checks 
against crooked legislation left out - & provides for 
the repeal of the Prohibition law - It also provides 
for the repeal of the license taxes against the 
fisheries - the cannery tax etc. & the tax on the 
Copper Trust.  It seems to me that it contains every 
“job” the big corporations in Alaska will want. It is 
just what one would expect a bill to be when drawn 
by Sulzer, Troy & George Grigsby - its full of “jobs.” 

-23- 
Nothing yet done in regard to my Contest - Am 
informed the Com. will 
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Diary 29, 1918 
January 23-24 

23 
consent to its being transferred to Com. No. 3, 
Watsons Com. but I fear Lloyd, Sulzer, Troy, et. al. 
will oppose that & try to hold me up till Judge 
Wilson gets well.   
Telegram today from Buffalo - Darrell is getting 
along OK, he has a severe cold - only. 

-24- 
Recd. letter from Dr. Alfred H. Brooks, now major 
in the Engineer Corps in France from “Somewhere 
in France,” with a fine copy of a small rare French 
book “En Alaska.”  He says he is well but hungry 
for word from Alaska.  Also I received a letter & 
card from Tom McSmart, in France who wrote me 
a short but friendly letter - both good letters. 

Diary 29, 1918 
January 25-27 

-25- 
Working on syllabi of the 5th Alaska. 

-26- 
Same as yesterday!  Have completed Syllabi in the 
5th Alaska Reports & will now prepare roster of 
court officials, Preface, etc. & forward to West 
Publishing Co. 

Am having much trouble about Alaska Contest – 
the accident to Chairman Wilson puts us back 
without date. 

-27- 
Have put the Mss. of the Alaska Reports together 
today & am preparing the preface - will get if off to 
the West Publishing Co. St. Paul, Minn. about 
Tuesday 

Diary 29, 1918 
January 28 

-28th – 
Forwarded the Mss. For Fifth Alaska reports to 
West Publishing Co. today.  Am glad to get it into 
shape for I am proud of my labor in the publication 
of these Alaska Reports. I have never received a 
cent for all the work and expense I have put into 
them, but the satisfaction I have in beginning the 
organization of judicial business in Alaska has 
repaid me many fold. 
Wrote good letter to Major Brooks (Dr. Alfred H. 
Brooks) and Tom McSmart who are both with the 
Army in France. 
 
It seems now that when Lloyd, Sulzers attorney, 

wrote me the letter asking me to postpone the 

Diary 29, 1918 
January 28 

28 
oral hearing from Friday, Jany 18th to Tuesday 
following because he had an important case or 
business which required him to go to New York 
that Friday - was a lie - for he did not go after the 
case was postponed & on Monday the Chairman, 
Wilson of Louisiana, fell & broke his leg and now 
the case is hung up indefinitely.  The real reason 
Lloyd wanted the continuance was to wait till 
George Grigsby, the Atty. Genl. of Alaska, got 
here! so as to assist them - now that the case is 
postponed so long I assume they will hatch up 
some other job.  Of course I can meet them - but a 
broken-legged Chairman is hard to cure - that 
beats me! & I must grin & wait. 

Diary 29, 1918 
January 29-30 

-29- 
Am getting data ready for Senator Poindexter in re. 
Alaskan Transportation Rates. Writing letters etc. 

-30- 
Letters to Attorney General asking executive 
clemency for David Carmack and Billy Clark, two 
Fairbanks men in the U.S. Penitentiary for alleged 
crimes - the circumstances in each case justify the 
Department in recommending that they be either 
paroled or pardoned. 
Carmacks people are from Colorado and I have 
asked Hon. Edw. Keating to look after the case - 
after I have prepared the record – he says he will.  
I will look after Clark who is an old Circle City man.  
Snowing & bad weather. 

Diary 29, 1918 
January 31 

-31- 
Had a talk today with my friend Watkins, son of 
Judge Watkins of Louisiana about Judge Wilson, 
and my case.  He is a close personal friend of 
Judge Wilson, Chairman of the Com. on Elections 
before whom my case is pending & he strongly 
advises me to let the case rest patiently till Judge 
Wilson can get out of the Hospital where he is now 
confined with his broken leg.  He assures me 
Judge Wilson will give the case a square decision 
on the law & the facts & that Sulzer cannot move 
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him to decide against me for partisan or political 
reasons.  I have determined to accept Watkins 
advice & wait! 

Heavy snowstorm last night. 
Diary 29, 1918 
February 1-2 

-Feb. 1st 1918- 
Am slowly writing up my trip to Mt McKinley - 1903. 

Feb. 2. 
Prepared my “Declaration of Candidacy” of 
Delegate from Alaska - prepared & signed & 
forwarded it to Dan Sutherland, & Rustgard.  In it I 
declare my purpose to submit my candidacy to a 
vote of the Republicans in Alaska at the Primary 
Election held on April 30, 1918.  Have sent it to 
Dan with instructions to consult with my friends in 
Juneau & file the Declaration if in their united 
judgment it is the best thing to do; Have learned 
that Sulzer made & signed his Declaration as a 
Democrat yesterday. 

Diary 29, 1918 
February 3 

-3rd – 
Working on Mt McKinley Trip, 1903.  We have had 
a long hard winter - for Washington. Since 
December - the last days, it has been winter with 
snow sometimes a foot deep on the ground, and 
the temperature for a week at a time ranging from 
zero to 20 above.  Today there is a foot of snow 
from the last fall, but it is melting and we hope for 
warmer weather tomorrow.  We now expect rains 
and a big flood in the Potomac. 
One of Darrells chums at Annapolis was “Bill” 
Greene. The poor boy died a few weeks ago - but 
his brother and sister eat at our table at Mrs. 
Mortons - and they seem to be nice people- He is a 
professor of English History etc. 

Diary 29, 1918 
February 4-5 

-4- 
Working on my journey to Denali - Mt. McKinley. 

-5- 
This morning Judge Houston Chairman Com. on 
Ter. called me to come to his office hearing is to be 
held on Sulzers “Game Bill” for northern Alaska, 
and he wanted my judgment about it.  I told him 
and pointed out on the face of the bill that it was 
solely in the interest of the “Cold Storage 
Company.”  Also told Dowell, Rep- head of the 
Com. same, and I think Mr. S. will have hard 

sledding to get his bill reported. 
Sulzer & Riggs, & Nelson from Dept. of Ag. were 

present to support the bill! 
Diary 29, 1918 
February 6-9 

-6th – 
Working in the office on trip to Mt. McKinley in 
1903. Nothing new - Letter's from Dan Sutherland 
& J.B. Marshall at Juneau, encouraging and 
suggest my renewal of the fight for reelection this 
fall. 

-7- 
Writing Mt. McKinley memoirs. Nothing new or 
important. 

-8- 
Same as yesterday. 

-9th – 
Spent the day at the Federal Trade Commission 
discussing Alaska Salmon canneries etc. with 
Com's Colver & Murdock. They are showing a real 
human interest in Alaska & protection of food fish 
supply. 

Diary 29, 1918 
February 10-11 

-10th Sunday –  
Debbie and I went over to St. Elizabeth's Hospital 
for Insane to see our friend Will Southard, who we 
knew 25 years ago on C. St. in Tacoma.  His wife 
wrote to Debbie that he had broken health and had 
been sent there - from Seattle - and we went over 
to see him so she could write to his wife about him.  
He is well cared for and seemed to know us - 
though he is very weak. 

-11- 
Working on a “Memorandum” given to me Saturday 
by Com's Colver & Murdock, of the Fed. Trade 
Com. in re Report on Alaska Salmon Prices, which 
is to made part of a report to be made by the Com. 
on Canned Goods Investigation before them!  

Diary 29, 1918 
February 12-16 

-12- 
Same as yesterday. 

-13th – 
Turned in my additional data in re. Report on 
Alaska Salmon to Federal Trade Com. today. 
Mrs. Hatcher sent me copy of a letter which Sulzer 
wrote to her saying that he is strongly for 
Prohibition in Alaska notwithstanding the clauses in 
his full Territorial Govt. Bill.  It appears he used my 
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bill for copy!!! 
-14- 

Working on McKinley Trip, 1903. 
-15- 

Same as yesterday. 
-16- 

Took a walk today to look at the ice conditions on 
the Potomac 

Diary 29, 1918 
February 16-17 

16 
from Georgetown down to the bridges leading 
across to Alexandria.  We had nearly two months 
of vigorous winter weather and a deep set in the 
river ice.  This week the high water in the Potomac 
broke up the ice and carried it down to the flats & 
wider part of the river, and here it is piled solidly on 
the bottom - grounded, and ten feet high above the 
small currents of the river.  It looks more like a 
scene on the Nome coast than anything I have 
ever before seen in the United States. 

-17th  
Sunday.  Took Debbie and one of her friends, Mifs 
Arrick out in an automobile to look at the Yukon ice 
fields piled in the Potomac R. grounded far out into 
the Bay. 

Diary 29, 1918 
February 18-20 

-18th – 
Todays New York Sun contains more than a 
column attack on the Sulzer Alaska Game bill, & 
the Boone & Crockett club repudiates Sheldons 
action in pledging its support to the bill.  The matter 
is to be heard further on the 26th  & I expect 
Honaday & a Com. from the Camp Fire Club will 
also be here to oppose it. 

-19- 
Wrote the Chap. “On the Slopes of Denali” for 
copying by Jeffrey.  I dont imagine anyone else will 
but I do enjoy the Trip to Denali which I made 15 
years ago. 

-20- 
Am usually answering correspondence 

Diary 29, 1918 
February 20 

20 
these days or writing on my Mss. of our Pioneering 
Trip to Denali in 1903, but also there are matters of 
public interest in connection with Alaska almost 
every day - fisheries, transportation or some matter 

of legislation to take part of my time.  Just now 
Sulzers trying to put through a bill to give the right 
to kill Moose, cariboo & Mt. Sheep, in interior 
Alaska without limit & to permit the meat to be 
tagged & sold, etc.  It is a bill to throw the door 
wide open to commercial killing.  Judge Houston, 
Ch. Com. Ter. asked my opinion, I told him it would 
greatly benefit the Cold Storage Co. destroy the 
game etc. 

They had a hearing two weeks ago - the 
testimony of Sulzer,  

Diary 29, 1918 
February 20-23 

20 
Sheldon, Nelson & Riggs was taken and is now 
printed.  The Boone & Crockett Club & the Camp 
Fire Club, both of New York, are now preparing to 
fight the bill, & are to be before the Com. next 
Tuesday.  I do not intend to make any public 
appearance but I will see to it that the opposition is 
fairly made, for I consider the bill one to 
monopolize the food supply of the interior by the 
Cold Storage Co. 

-21st – 
Same as usual. 

-22nd – 
Snowing again. 
Work in office as usual. 

-23rd – 
Elliott has letters from Dr. Honaday & other 
members of the Camp Fire club 

Diary 29, 1918 
February 23-27 

23 
saying they are coming over on Tuesday to appear 
before the Com. on Territories in opposition to 
Sulzers Game bill. 
Working on my McKinley Diary. 

-24th – 
Spring weather at last. 

-26- 
Have been working on McKinley Trip. 

27th – 
Have about finished first draft of My McKinley Trip 
of 1903.   
Hearing today before the Com. on Ter. in Sulzers 
Game Bill. Honaday, Belmore Brown & others 
appeared in opposition & Elliott, who was present, 
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thinks it is pretty near dead.  Hope so - its a Pac. 
Cold Storage bill to further monopolize food. 

Diary 29, 1918 
February 28 

-28- 
Our hard winter weather is over - the worst I have 
ever seen in Washington. 
Herron, Ed. Anchorage Papers - was here 
yesterday. Nothing much doing - he says he will 
support me at election with his paper as usual. 
Have just received letter from Gov. Strong 
denouncing Sulzer, et. al. and expressing doubt as 
to his reappointment - but I think he will be 
reappointed & especially if I can win my contest - 
which I think I'll do.  Just recd. letter from Mrs. 
Hatcher who tells me she fell & is hurt quite 
seriously - will prevent her from going Alaska to 
fight Sulzer 

Diary 29, 1918 
March 1-3 

-Mch 1st – 
Working on McKinley data 

-2nd – 
Same as yesterday. 

-3rd – 
Received telegram from John Rustgard, Juneau, 
saying there were the following candidates filed for 
Primary Election of April 30. 

Francis Connolly, Socialist 
James W-, Republican 
Chas A. Suber, Democrat & 
William Maloney,    “ 

The telegram says Maloney is being run by 
Governor Strong & a combination of labor unions 
to beat Sulzer out of the Democratic nomination!  
Good I hope it succeeds!!  The 

Diary 29, 1918 
March 3-5 

3 
fact that the Shackleford crowd has not put up a 
candidate against me seems to assure me the 
nomination as the Republican Candidate at which I 
am pleased, for it will put me in good standing 
whether I am elected or not if a Republican is 
seated President two years from now. 

-4- 
Working in office as usual 

-5- 
Hearing today before Com. on Ter.  Riggs and 

Sulzer tried to push Sulzers Game bill - & Troy 
talked “Full Territorial Form of Gov Bill” as 
introduced by Sulzer. 

Before the hearing I went  
Diary 29, 1918 
March 5 

5 
over the Sulzer “Full Territorial Form of Govt. Bill,” 
with Chairman Houston & pointed out that it would 
(1) make the Repeal of the Prohibition Law passed 
by Congress, and (2) enable the Ter- Legislature to 
do all the Fishery Corporations have been trying for 
8 years to get Congress to do - repeal their tax law, 
and give them title to the Fisheries!  I did not attend 
this or any former hearing. 

This afternoon had an interview with Meyer, in 
charge of the Alaska Eng. Com & Ry. in regard to 
the suspension of the Alaska 8 Hour law.  Am to 
prepare a written 

Diary 29, 1918 
March 5-6 

5 
argument against suspension and file it soon.  The 
hearings before Governor Strong are now 
concluded & the record is expected in Washington 
soon. 

-6th – 
The opponents of “Sulzers Bill” are busy as the 
following from the Wash. Star shows 
 
[clipping] 

NEW YORK, March 6.-- The defeat of the Sulzer 
bill, a war measure now before Congress which 
would provide for the killing and cold storage of big 
game in Alaska, was urged in a resolution adopted 
by the American Game Protective Association at 
the final session of its annual convention here 
yesterday.   

Before adjourning the association appointed a 
committee to go to Washington and urge the 
passage in the House of the enabling act by which 
may be put into effect the new treaty between the 
United States, Canada and Great Britain to protect 
migratory fowl.  The committee comprises Maj. 
E.C. Bradford of Illinois, M.L. Alexander, game 
commissioner of Louisiana; George Graham of 
Massachusetts ands Frank D. Glain of Minnesota. 
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Have begun the preparation of a Brief in opposition 
to the suspension of the Alaska 8 Hour Law - but I 
think Meyer & Lane will suspend it. 

Diary 29, 1918 
March 7 

-March 7th – 
Am shocked this morning with the announcement 
in the morning papers that the President appointed 
Riggs, Governor of Alaska yesterday 

Ashmun Brown tells me that Sec. Lane told 
Senator Pittman of Nev. that he had a resignation 
from Gov. Strong!  It seems that Lane anticipated 
trouble with Sen. Pittman and “blocks” it by getting 
Strongs resignation “to save disclosures” etc. 
I asked Judge Houston today for the copies of the 
papers which John W. Troy filed with him in attack 
on Gov. Strong.  It is a mass of affidavits, 
statements, massed to show that Strong 

Diary 29, 1918 
March 7 

7 
was born in New Brunswick, Canada that he was 
married there, had 3 children & abandoned his 
family - came to the U.S. & married Mrs. S- his 
present wife without any divorce from his first wife 
who is yet living.  It seems that some Govt. 
examiner for the Dept. of Justice also “sleuthed” for 
Troy & his fellows - possibly at Sec. Lanes 
suggestion & thinks the story is true. 

Judge Houston gave me the papers Troy left with 
him & I am having them copied. 

I have heard that old story long ago - it may be 
true, but the Gov. will have to admit it before Ill 
believe it, and even  

Diary 29, 1918 
March 8 

7 
then he is a better man than Troy who brought the 
papers to Wash. and has destroyed the Gov. with 
them.  When Troy came to Olympia down & out, 
busted and in need, Gov. & Mrs. Strong gave him 
work, aided him to get a start, sold him their paper 
on credit & when he got a chance he murdered 
them with this brutal story!  It makes Mrs. S- not a 
wife, after she had done so much for Troy.  If there 
is no hell there ought to be for a dog of that kind, & 
Riggs gets to be Governor on that basis - it was his 
only chance & he is no better than Troy, & we will 
make him feel it in Alaska before he is much older! 

Diary 29, 1918 
March 8 

-8th - 
I have started active proceedings to prevent the 
confirmation of Riggs as Governor of Alaska. 
Will get someone, preferably Dr. S. Hall Young, a 
Presb Missionary to Alaska & Gov. Strongs 
personal friend of more than 20 years standing to 
sign them - Henry W. Elliott on account of Riggs 
attitude on commercialization of game moose, 
cariboo & sheep in Alaska is willing - anxious & 
demands the right to make the charges - These will 
be voting his wife in violation of the U.S. statute of 
Nenana Nov. 7, 1916, when she was not qualified 
by a years residence in Alaska etc. and 

Diary 29, 1918 
March 8 

8 
probably his inefficiency and incompetency as Ry. 
Com. & dragging the railroad work into politics etc. 

Another hearing in Senator Poindexters office on 
Alaskan Rates. I protested, in writing, against 
increasing the rates until a hearing is held at 
Juneau, & was promised the hearing should be 
held. 
It will make no difference in the result because 
Kent, the man in charge has repeatedly declared 
the rates ought to be increased - & they will be - 
but I want him to go there & hear the proper object 
- I want consent & he is mad & I am just about 
ready to object to him as an examiner! 

Diary 29, 1918 
March 9 

-9th – 
Getting papers etc. ready in proposed objection to 
confirmation of Riggs for Gov. of Alaska. 
Got certified copy of marriage certificate of Cramer 
& wife.  He is disbursing officer of the Alaska Eng. 
Com. at Nenana, and Mrs. Riggs & Mrs. Cramer & 
husbands went to Alaska together in May or June 
1916, before they voted on Nov. 7, 1916.  This 
certificate and the certified copy of the list of voters 
of Nenana precinct, which I now have, gives exact 
proof of their presence there then & their having 
each cast the vote objected to. 
Telegraphed for Rev. S. Hall Young to come over 
from N.Y. to sign charges. 

Diary 29, 1918 
March 10 

-10th – 
There is another “Kink” in the case. The 
appointment of Riggs sent to the Senate says in it 
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is “vice Strong “term expired and resigned.” 
 
[clipping] 

NOMINATIONS. 
Executive nominations received by the Senate 

March 7, 1918. 
GOVERNOR OF ALASKA. 

Thomas Riggs, jr. of Alaska, to be governor of 
Alaska, vice John F.A. Strong, term expired and 

resigned. 
 
 Senator - Pittman telegraphed Gov Strong & I hear 
he says he has not resigned! 
 
[clipping] 

ALASKA HAS TWO GOVERNORS 
 

President Names Thomas Riggs, Jr.,  
but Strong Denies He Resigned. 

Juneau, Alaska, March 9.-- Despite the fact that 
President Wilson has nominated a new governor 
for Alaska and announcement has been made in 
Washington that Governor Strong has resigned, he 
declared today he never offered his resignation 
and knows nothing about it. 

Thomas Riggs, Jr., Democrat, has been 
nominated for the governorship. 
 
Jeffery, Elliott & I have just finished preparation of 
documents constituting charges vs. Riggs, - will be 
filed with Committee tomorrow. 

Diary 29, 1918 
March 11 

-11th – 
Charges against Riggs filed today. 
Henry W. Elliott signed the papers & filed same 
with Senator Pittman, Chairman of the Committee - 
& “the fight's on” 

Have this day finished & filed a Statement 
against the Suspension of the Alaska 8 Hour law- 
with Sec. Lane!  Meyer, the young man in charge 
of the Alaska Govt. Ry. seems to have this also in 
charge! - controlled also by Riggs - who will 
suspend the law - of course - if requested. 
Andrew Furnseth, Pres. Seamens Union, approves 
fight against the suspension - but I fear the Dept is 

against us. 

Diary 29, 1918 
March 12 

-12th – 
I sent copy of my Statement & Brief against the 
Suspension of the Alaska 8-Hour Law to Sec. Lane 
yesterday.  Also called up Furnseth who came to 
see me this morning.  Delivered copy and a letter 
to Sec. W.B. Wilson, Dept. Labor to Furnseth who 
agreed to put it into Sec. Wilsons hands! 
We may get results from it but not from the copy 
going to Lane which will be passed to Myers, his 
former office boy - now head of the Alaska Ry! who 
will talk it over with Riggs & both of whom will do 
what the big interests want done.  Furnseth may 
get good results with the Wilson copy! 

Diary 29, 1918 
March 13 

-13th – 
John E. Ballaine is here fighting Sec. Lane & the 
Alaska Eng. Commission. 
He was just in the office and showed me a letter 
from President Wilson asking him to take up the 
charges he has made against Lane & Riggs with 
Atty. Genl. Gregory! 

Ballaine had a long interview with Gregory last 
night and is to have others immediately.   
I told him about C.W. Joynt, - who was Supt. of the 
Tanana Valley Ry. for Joslin & arrangements will 
be made to have Joynt see the Atty Genl. - when 
he gets here in a few days.  Charges are piling up 
against Riggs - and I now have real hope that his 
nomination may be withdrawn! 

Diary 29, 1918 
March 14-15 

-14th – 
Chairman Wilson of Election Com No 1, called me 
up & I went to his office.  He is walking on crutches 
but thinks he is getting along satisfactorily & will not 
have a stiff leg in consequence of his fall & long 
confinement. 

He had the Clerk call up Lloyd Atty. for Sulzer 
and give notice of the hearing of our Oral argument 
in the Wickersham-Sulzer Contest Case for 
Tuesday morning at 10 a.m. 
That sounds good, and now to get the oral 
argument ready for the burden is on me to open & 
close it. 
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-15- 
Moved the admission of Mr. J.J. Finnegan to the 

  [inside back cover] 
[receipt for $40.00] 
Received from Jas. Wickersham for D.A. 
Sutherland 
Declaration of candidacy, 
Delegate to Congress, Primary 
Election 1918 filed 
 
[Signed] 
Charles E. Davidson 
Secretary of the Territory of Alaska. 
 

Diary 29, 1918 
March 15-16 

-March 15th 1918. 
continued - Supreme Court of the U- S- today.  He 
lives at Seward, Alaska. 
Writing letters to my friends in Alaska - on politics.-

16th- 
Charges against Riggs, were served on him 
yesterday, and he lend is not yet!  Got a letter from 
Edgar saying there will be an effort to indict him at 
Fairbanks, for illegal voting but Roth & Bunnell 
wont permit it!  If I can get my case settled before 
his confirmation I'll join in on the fight - through the 
Atty. General. There is a row 

Diary 29, 1918 
March 16 

16 
Charges against Riggs, were served on him 
yesterday, and he lend is not yet!  Got a letter from 
Edgar saying there will be an effort to indict him at 
Fairbanks, for illegal voting but Roth & Bunnell 
wont permit it!  If I can get my case settled before 
his confirmation I'll join in on the fight - through the 
Atty. General. There is a row 
 
on now between the Atty. Genl. and Lane - Look at 
this from todays Washington Times: 
 

SEC. LANE DENIES  
PROTECTING LAND  
SHARKS IN CLAIMS 

Sharp denial has been made by Secretary of the 
Interior Franklin K. Lane to charges by Assistant 

Attorney General Francis J. Kearful that he “failed 
to safeguard the interests of the public,”  and had 
“violated the statutes” in his administration of the 
public lands.  The result has been to bring into 
sharp outline the friction which long has existed 
between the Interior Department and the 
Department of Justice. 

Kearful in testifying before the House Public 
Lands Committee in effect made the broad charge 
that Secretary Lane was protecting fraudulent 
claimants to Government oil lands through entering 
agreements with these men that barred 
prosecution by the Department of Justice, and 
further, that when the oil leasing bill was enacted 
the Secretary intended to make these agreements 
permanent, allowing the claimants to escape with 
the fruits of their frauds.  This testimony has not yet 
been made public, but will be shortly. 

Secretary Lane’s answer was a detailed denial.  
Inasmuch as Kearful has the support of Attorney 
General Gregory the controversy thus started will 
have far-reaching consequences. 
 
Riggs was served with copy of charges yesterday. 

Diary 29, 1918 
March 16-18 

16 
[clipping] 
Wash Post, 15th  
 

Riggs Meets Opposition 
Washington, March 15.-A fight on the nomination 

of Thomas Riggs, Jr. as Governor of Alaska, to 
succeed Governor Strong, caused the Senate 
Territorial Committee today to postpone a report on 
the nomination until investigation has been made. 
 
[clipping] 

PROCEEDINGS OF CONGRESS 
AND COMMITTEES IN BRIEF 

SENATE. 
Met at noon and adjourned at 5:35 until noon 

today. 
The committee on Territories postponed action on 
the nomination of Thomas Riggs, jr., to be 
governor of Alaska until an investigation could be 
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made of protests that have been filed. 
-17th – 

Am getting my argument ready for Com. on 
Elections for Tuesdays presentation - orally - Briefs 
already filed. 

-18- 
Have spent the day in preparing Memo Brief - 
getting books ready, etc. for Oral argument 
tomorrow before the Committee on Elections on 
my case.  Am as ready as I can get & confident. 

Diary 29, 1918 
March 19-20 

-19th – 
I have just completed the argument in my 
contested election case against Sulzer, and I am 
not satisfied - I am satisfied with my effort, but I 
fear the members of the Committee will make it a 
political issue - if they do that I am defeated.  Of 
course I have the utmost confidence in my position 
on both the law & the facts - but not on the politics. 

-20- 
This morning I saw Geo. Grigsby Atty. Genl. 
Alaska, going toward Judge Wilson's room & it 
struck me he was on an errand.  Waiting a short 
time I went there for a book & found Grigsby & 
Judge  

Diary 29, 1918 
March 20 

20 
Wilson in close conversation!  Now ordinarily that 
would not mean anything but in this case it means 
that Grigsby was engaged - after the arguments in 
my case are ended - in trying to prejudice the 
Chairman of the Com. with tales which he could 
not tell in open session with an opportunity for me 
to answer!  Some other big portly man was with 
Grigsby - they are now beginning to apply the 
political work “up the back stairs.” 
Charles W. Joynt, from Fairbanks came in this 
evening am trying to get him in line to assist in 
defeating Riggs nomination! for incompetency etc. 
in Alaska Ry work at Fairbanks end of track. 

Diary 29, 1918 
March 21 

-21- 
Maj. Ballaine & Joynt in my office engaged in 
consultation in re. Alaska Ry. work in opposition to 
Riggs etc.  We are making as much of a case as 
possible & hope to defeat him, by getting the Pres. 
to withdraw his appointment.  I have much 

confidence in the defeat of Riggs because the 
charge of illegal voting which I prepared & Elliott 
signed & filed is certain & without any doubt - a 
crime - a felony, and if the President or the 
Attorney General get it once in their mind correctly 
- it will be as startling that he must be withdrawn!  I 
just got a letter from Edgar telling me the facts & 
that there is to be an effort to indict him for the 
crime in Fairbanks. 

Diary 29, 1918 
March 22-23 

-22nd 
The latest paper yesterday evening said the 
President during the afternoon had filed a 
document with the Senate with instructions that it 
was not to be opened till the Senate met in 
executive session today.  While we have not yet 
had any public announcement we think it was the 
withdrawal of Rigg’s nomination. 

Corrected my proofs of oral argument before 
Election Com. 

-23rd- 
I cannot get positive proof that Riggs nomination is 
withdrawn - but some proof - just enough to make 
me hope its true.  Nothing new from Ballaine attack 
on the Eng. Com - fear he is running true to form - 
just a fraud! 

Diary 29, 1918 
March 24 

-24- 
Went over to St. Elizabeth’s Hospital today to see 
Wm H. Southard, one of our Tacoma friends of 
years ago who is suffering from a general mental & 
physical breakdown.  He is in bad shape but 
seems better than when I last saw him - 2 weeks 
ago. 

Am working on the introduction to my trip to Mt 
McKinley in 1903. I am inclined to make sport of 
the U.S. Board on Geographic Names & the 
system of nomenclature in vogue in applying 
names to natural objects in Alaska.  Very largely 
they are the names of officials of some Washington 
Bureau - or their friends - it is a matter of 
preserving family pride. 

Diary 29, 1918 
March 25-28 

-25th – 
Working on Introduction etc. 

-26- 
Same as yesterday. 
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Mr. & Mrs. McKinnon, from Fairbanks took lunch 
with Mrs. W- & me today.  She was formerly Mrs. 
Leonard - an old sourdough - he is foreman of 
bridge work for the Richardson wagon road work. 

-27- 
Same as yesterday.  Darrell came over from New 
York on his way to Pittsburgh, Pa. where he has 
been assigned for recruiting duty. 

-28 
Saw Senator Jones (Wash) this morning for C.H. 
Joynt who wants to be connected with 

Diary 29, 1918 
March 28 

28 
McAdoo’s U.S. Ry. work - Made an arrangement 
for him to see Senator Jones so they too can plan 
for further effort with the Secretary. 

The greatest battle of the European war - to date 
- is now on. The Germans are advancing on 
Americans - in the general direction of Paris - 
steadily & if not halted will soon cut the French 
army off from the English - & disaster may result to 
the Allies.  Our American troops are south of the 
center of the line of attack - on the French side: My 
brother Frank is with the American engineers but 
whether his command is engaged in the battle I do 
not know. 

Diary 29, 1918 
March 29 

-29th – 
Darrell went to Pittsburgh, Pa. today to begin his 
service there as recruiting officer for the Navy. 

Charlie Joynt saw the Director of Railroads today 
but did not get what he wanted - but came away 
satisfied since he had a good fair talk with the head 
officials & got fairly to present his ideas of what he 
thought about the national coordination of railway 
work etc. 

Judge Houston told me he had a talk with Judge 
Wilson Ch. of the Election Com. - who says 
Jennings decision in my case was unfair, etc.  
Judge Houston thinks he is favorable to my side in 
the Contest Case. 

Diary 29, 1918 
March 30-31 

-30th – 
Am preparing a memo, of citations on a law point in 
my contest case where the Chairman wants them – 

31st 
(Sunday).  Went over to St Elizabeth’s Hospital to 

see Wm H. Southard - once a bright young fellow 
and a friend of ours when we resided on C St. in 
Tacoma.  Poor Will is now broken - gray-and so 
depressed mentally & physically that I fear he will 
never fully recover. 

Big Battle in France raging with the advantage 
somewhat against us.- 

Diary 29, 1918 
April 1-2 

April 1st. 
Am preparing my Expense Act. in Contest Case vs. S
I am allowed such an account not to exceed $2000 b
U.S. Statutes. 
Filed my Memo Brief in Contest Case on the 
Question whether the Ter. Act, requiring the judges 
of election to certify to the facts which prevented 
the use of the official ballots was Mandatory & 
required the casting out of the precincts - Judge 
Houston suggested filing it & read it and said it was 
strong! 

-April 2.- 
Darrells Birthday - 36! 
Same as yesterday in office. 

Diary 29, 1918 
April 3-4 

-April 3- 
[clipping] 

PROCEEDINGS OF CONGRESS 
AND COMMITTEES IN BRIEF  

SENATE 
 
Met at noon and adjourned at 4:50 p.m. until 1 
o’clock today. 

Management of the Alaska railway will be 
investigated by the Territories Committee before it 
acts on the nomination of Thomas Riggs, to be 
Governor of Alaska.  Riggs is a member of the 
Alaska engineering commission, under whose 
supervision the railroad is being constructed.   

HOUSE. 
Met at noon and adjourned at 5:12 p.m. until 

noon today. 
The military affairs committee favorably reported 

a resolution by Representative Anthony 
(Republican), of Kansas, inquiring of the War 
Department why Herbert A. Mayer, formerly private 
secretary to Secretary Lane, was given a captain’s 
commission in the army when he is of draft age.  
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Representative Anthony said that on information 
from the War Department that no man of draft age 
would be commissioned unless he had enlisted 
many members had so notified their constituents. 
 
The good work goes on! 

Sec. Lane’s son was also appointed a Lt. in the 
Aviation Corps. although of draft age! 

-April 4th – 
Have my railroad ticket for a trip to begin tomorrow 
morning to New Brunswick, St Johns, 

Diary 29, 1918 
April 3-4 

4 
to look over the facts charged against Gov. Strong 
in the Troy charges - that he was born in N.B. 
married there & ran away leaving a wife and three 
children etc. etc.  While the story is told in the Troy 
charges with much detail and brutal frankness I am 
not satisfied with it & will go and investigate the 
facts for myself - it is quite important to know the 
whole truth in view of the proposed investigation of 
the Alaska Ry. - Riggs etc. 
My friend and schoolmate Charley Joynt is going 
over to N.Y. & we go that far together. I shall 
probably stop off & visit N.Y. for a day or two with 
him on my way back. 

Diary 29, 1918 
April 5-6 

-5th – 
Left Washington for New York - Boston - St Johns, 
New Brunswick to discover what the facts are in 
the Troy charges against Gov. Strong!  Reached 
Boston, at 8 p.m. The ride through Conn. & R.I. 
was interesting. I was surprised at the amount of 
vacant land covered with scrub timber in R.I. 
especially.  Went to the Essex Hotel, Boston, & to 

my disappointment found there was no train for St 
Johns, New Brunswick till Sunday evening. 

-6th – 
This is a gala day in Boston - there is the greatest 
parade of the people today in the interest of the  

Diary 29, 1918 
April 6-7 

6 
sale of the third issue of Liberty Bonds.  There 
were thousands of people - men, women & 
children in the parade - it took 7 hours to pass a 
given point, & the whole city is covered with flags & 
filled with enthusiasm. I visited the wharves & 
tramped the streets sightseeing. 

-7th – 
Sunday-  Went across to Bunker Hill & Monument. 
The monument was closed to visitors but I scouted 
around the Hill - it is about 50 feet high & as big as 
your hat!  Then went over to Boston Commons & 
tramped its paths - State House, etc. 

Left Boston at 7 p.m. on the night train for St. 
John, N.B. across Mass. & Maine etc.  Good 
sleeper. 

Diary 29, 1918 
April 8 

-8th – 
Our train went by McAdam & got a good view of 
the interior of New Brunswick.  The forest covering 
of birch, spruce & willow is just the same as that in 
the interior of Alaska, and the remnants of the deep 
winter snow banks fill the forest shades.  Some of 
the rivers are just breaking up - the ice had just 
gone out of one & both banks were piled high with 
rotting ice cakes - just like an Alaskan river.  The 
St. John's River is yet fast in the ice - some places 
it is clear but generally it is solid.  We reached St. 
John's city at 2 oclock. I was greatly interested in 
the narrows in the river where it enters the Bay - it 
is very narrow & the tide rushes  

Diary 29, 1918 
April 8 

8 
in and out with great violence - it is said to be a 
Reversible Falls - the water falls out of this narrow 
gorge when the Bay of Fundy Tide goes out & falls 
in when it reverses! 
Went to the Royal Hotel & soon found Mr. Charles 
D. Strong whom I came here to interview.  He is 
the Chief Clerk in the Canadian Pacific Ry. general 
offices & is a clear cut & bright man.  Affable, 
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courteous, but rather difficult to approach until I 
showed him a copy of the charges which Troy et. 
al. are peddling against Governor J. F. A. Strong - 
of Alaska.  I also showed him a letter from Gov. 
Strong to me & a letter from me to the Gov- this to 
convince him that my mission was a friendly one to 
Gov. Strong. 

Diary 29, 1918 
April 8 

8 
He denounced that part of the Troy statement as a 
tissue of falsehoods which quoted him as saying 
unkind - or anything - against the Gov.  He assured 
me that he did not know, although he believed it to 
be true, that Gov. Strong was his brother.  He said 
a detective - Dossier, I think he said was his name, 
first came to him about Jany, & told him Gov. 
Strong was his Brother & made inquiries:  That the 
Special Agent from the Interior Dept. - from Sec. 
Lane, came later.  He says he did not tell them 
anything - that he listened to their statements, but 
was so surprised at what they told him about his 
brother that he kept quiet.  He told me 1. That his 
brother John A. Strong 

Diary 29, 1918 
April 8 

8 
left New Brunswick about 30 years ago.  2. That he 
closed up his mercantile business & paid every 
cent he owed before he left  3. That he was not a 
drunkard nor even a habitual drinker & that the 
stories of that kind in the Troy statement are false 
and untrue.  4. That he believed for many years 
that his brother John was dead.  5. That he does 
not know that Gov. Strong, of Alaska, is his 
brother, but  6. He now thinks he is!  7. That his 
brother left a wife and 3 children in N.B. where they 
yet reside.  8. That his wife had never obtained a 
divorce from his brother John, nor had she ever 
married again, &  9. That she now lives in 
Frederickton, New Brunswick.  I gave 

Diary 29, 1918 
April 8 

8 
Mr. Strong a photograph of Gov. Strong, which I 
had with me. He treated me with friendly courtesy 
& told me he was greatly distressed about the fact - 
if it is a fact - that his brother had married again to 
the present Gov. Strongs wife, without having any 
legal separation from his New Brunswick wife. 

After an hours talk, in which he spoke frankly, I 
bid him good bye & left much disappointed at the 
failure to find some evidence that could be used to 
protect our Alaskan Mrs. Strong as the legal wife of 
the governor! 

Left St. John's, N.B. at 6 p.m. on the night train 
for Boston - a good berth in the sleeper. 

Diary 29, 1918 
April 9 

-9th – 
Across Maine, N.H. to Boston. Good view of 
Haverhill on the Merrimac, and reached Boston 
about 11 a.m.  Left there on the noon train for New 
York, via Springfield, Mass, Hartford, Conn. 
 
[clipping – map of New England train routes] 
 
Came into New York at 8. p.m. and went to the 
McAlpin Hotel. Charlie W. Joynt is here but did not 
see him tonight. 

Diary 29, 1918 
April 10-11 

-10th – 
Just before I left Boston, Sunday evening I got the 
news from a New York paper that the Senate Com. 
on Ter. had unanimously reported Riggs 
appointment as governor of Alaska, favorably. 

Today my schoolmate Chas W. Joynt and I 
explored New York – especially around the big 
bridges which interested both of us.  Tonight we 
went to the Winter Garden Theater to see a play 
“Sinbad the Sailor.” 

-11th – 
Left N.Y. This morning on the 9 a.m. train for Wash 
where I arrived at 3 oclock.  Went to he office & 
looked over the mail.  Nothing much of importance. 
Riggs not yet confirmed but 

Diary 29, 1918 
April 12 

12 
Saw Judge Houston & told him of the ill success of 
my exploratory trip to New Brunswick. 

Elliott is still gathering facts to show that Riggs is 
or was a resident of Maryland & he gave his 
residence as an appointee on the Boundary Com. 
& the Alaska Ry. Com. in the “official directory” as 
late as 1917.  But I think it is too late to make any 
further opposition since the Senate Com. on Ter. 
has now unanimously reported him favorably. 
But, Elliott told me tonight for the first time, that 
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Riggs claims to be a Republican!  Senator 
Frelinghiser introduced him to Senator Harding 
(both Republicans) as such & Riggs declared 
himself to be a Republican. 

Diary 29, 1918 
April 13-14 

April 13th  
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. 

CONFIRMATIONS. 
Executive nominations confirmed by the Senate 
April 12, 1918   

Governor of Alaska 
Thomas Riggs, jr. of Alaska, to be governor of 
Alaska, vice John F. A. Strong, term expired and 
resigned. 
 
A good Guggenheim Republican! 
I have just told Judge Houston about Riggs being a 
Republican & told him what Elliott said that Senator 
Harding of Ohio told him etc.  We both think its a 
good joke on the Democrats - but hell on Alaska!   
Am working on my correspondence. 

-14- 
Sent the Nome Nugget a telegram - night letter 
taking space at $25.00 per month till November 
election - Am advised the Republicans have a 
good Legislative ticket & my action may tend to 
unite my friends there for a good successful 
campaign. 

Diary 29, 1918 
April 15-17 

-15- 
My old boyhood friend Charles W. Joynt, & Debbie 
& I went down to Mt. Vernon today. It was a 
glorious sunny day - the cardinals were in full song 
- it was a fine trip and all enjoyed it much. 

-16- 
Working on correspondence. 

-17- 
Worked on Bibliography of Mt. McKinley - list of 
books dealing with that great mountain for insertion 
in my 1903 mss. 

The political news from Alaska is that Maloney - 
may defeat Sulzer for the Democratic nomination.  
This caused Troy & Grigsby to go home some 10 
days ago to save him if possible. 

Diary 29, 1918 
April 18-19 

-18- 
Same as yesterday. 
The New York Grand Jury has just returned 
indictment against Wm Sulzer, for grafting in the 
last N.Y. City Election. 

-19- 
Working on Biblio. McKinley. 
Notified today that the U.S. Shipping Board will 
conduct hearings in matter of SS. Rates to Alaska.- 
Hearings at Seattle, Juneau, Seward & Anchorage, 
May 10 to 30th. 
I sent telegrams notifying Juneau Dispatch & 
Anchorage Times - after the hearing the rates will 
be increased - the hearings are only held to make 
a show of fairness! 

Diary 29, 1918 
April 20-22 

-20- 
Same as yesterday. 

-21st – 
Debbie & I took an automobile ride in the Parks. 

-22- 
Correcting errors in Mt. McKinley Mss. 
Had telephone talk with Kent, the special Atty-
Examiner of the U.S. Shipping Board today about 
Alaska Rates.  He is going to Alaska in May to hold 
hearings in the matter of Transportation Rates, - by 
SS. at sea, and I promised him I would send copies 
of his letter of notification, which I have just 
received, to shippers etc. in Alaska & organize 
them ready for the hearings.  He agreed to hold the 
final hearing in Seattle, on his return, about June 1, 
so that I can be present! 

Diary 29, 1918 
April 23 

-23rd- 
Sent copies of letter from U.S. Shipping Board to 
Chambers of Commerce at Ketchikan, Juneau, 
Petersburg, Wrangell, Sitka, Skagway, Cordova, 
Valdes, Seward & Anchorage giving notice of 
hearings in Steamship Rate case.  Of course I do 
not anticipate any good result from the hearing - it 
will not result in any reduction of rates! 
Had talk with Ballinger, Mass, a member of the 
Election Com. having my case in charge - he could 
not give me any information when the case will be 
decided - except that the Iowa case of Steel v Scott 
will be decided first & probably in a month! 
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Finished correcting Mss of my Pioneering around 
Mt. McKinley - the main part - only 

Diary 29, 1918 
April 24 

-24- 
Rev. E. C. Betticher, our “little minister” from 
Fairbanks will be married in Baltimore this 
afternoon & Mrs. W- & I will go over. 
Mrs. W & I went over to Baltimore on the 1 p.m. 
train got a taxi-auto--& inspected the city till 3:30 
when the driver took us to what he said was the 
church where the wedding was to be solemnized - 
but it was not!  A policeman on the corner directed 
us out the pike road two miles - a citizen there 
directed us a few miles on farther - the farther we 
went the faster we drove & we 
finally reached St. Thomas Church in Garrison 
Forest – 12 miles out just as the bride and groom 
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24 
emerged from the Church door  They seemed glad 
to see us & we congratulated them.  Mr. Betticher 
then invited us to follow their carriage which we did 
for 2 miles, to the house of their friends, where the 
reception was to be tendered.  Soon the balance of 
the wedding party came & the reception was held.  
We met Mifs Bolster & Rev. Mr. Madero, both from 
Fairbanks, also, & after a pleasant visit for a short 
time we returned to the City. 

Had dinner at the Caswell & caught the 6:30 
Electric cars for Washington - where we arrived at 
8 p.m.  Was a pleasant trip!  Nearly every negro on 
the Trolley car - and there were many had a 
package of whiskey in bottles.  Baltimore is wet & 
Washington dry hence the bootlegging! 

Diary 29, 1918 
April 25 

-25th – 
Finished & presented my account of expenses in 
the Contest Case of Wickersham v. Sulzer, to the 
Com. on Elections, to Judge Wilson, of Louisiana, 
this morning - It amounts to $2900, & more & he 
told me it would be examined for allowance after 
the case is decided, but that no more than $2000 
would be allowed! 

Bought $250.00 liberty bonds today - 3rd issue - 
through the National Capital Bank of Washington, 
D.C. - to be delivered in 2 or 3 mo. 

Have $1000 of 1st issue in the Dexter Horton 
Bank, Seattle.  Bonds bot today are registered & 
will not be ready for delivery for 2 or 3 months. 

Diary 29, 1918 
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May 1 

-26th – 
Am working industriously on my “Pioneering 
Around Mt McKinley.” 

-27th – 
Same as yesterday. 

-28- 
Same. 

-29- 
Same. 

-30- 
Primary Election Day in Alaska. 

May 1st 
Called on Scott Bone, Ed. Seattle P-I, at his hotel & 
he assured me he & his paper would support me 
for election in Alaska.  Am getting letters from my 
friends showing much interest in my campaign. 
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-2- 
Chas E. Herron in today. 
Dispatches say that Sulzer beat Maloney – 
evidently the publication of the Strong scandal hurt 
him & assisted Sulzer very much.  Herron asked 
me to go to [?] Reen. on May 16th  & make a half 
hour talk to the Rotary Club & about Alaska!  
Optomistic! 

-3rd – 
Working on Pioneering Around Mt. McKinley. 

-4- 
Davidson, Surveyor General of Alaska was 
confirmed yesterday in the Senate have just sent 
him a telegram “Congratulations on your 
confirmation yesterday.” 
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May 5-7 

-5- 
Sunday - Pioneering Around McKinley. 
Chas. E. Davidson, Sec. Genl. confirmed by U.S. 
Senate today.  – good! 

-6- 
Same - Received a telegram from the Chamber of 
Commerce of Nome asking me to appear for them 
in the matter of the proposed increase of SS rates 
from Seattle.  I answered saying it was impossible 
to fairly represent their interests without local 
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statements & advised them to prepare such a 
statement and send it in. 

-7- 
Am about done with my Mss of “Pioneering Around 
McKinley” am now to prepare Preface & index - 
then get it printed if I can. 

Diary 29, 1918 
May 8-12 

-8- 
Put in the day writing letters to Alaskan 
correspondents. 

-9- 
Have been looking over the P-I from Seattle & the 
Juneau Empire, & it seems the Maloney faction 
gave Sulzer a hard fight - though he evidently won 
out.  But another victory like that & Charlie will 
have to look for another Job.  Gov. Riggs came out 
for Sulzer & denounced the other faction bitterly. 

-10- 
Same as usual. 

-11- 
Same. 

-12- 
Have my Mss. for Pioneering Around Mt. McKinley 
done & arranged in  
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shape for the printer, excepting only the index 

Our friend Mrs. Patton, from State of Wash, is 
here - at the Cong. Hall Hotel - were out riding with 
her this afternoon - Mrs. W & I 

-13- 
As usual on Pioneering 

-14- 
Got my ticket for Pillsbury - I am to go tomorrow 
night & while there will make a short address to the 
Rotary Club about Alaska's Resources. 

-15- 
The very first Mail carried by Aeroplane today - 
from Wash. to New York. 

To Pittsburg on 10.pm. train over Penn. Ry. 
tonight. 

Diary 29, 1918 
May 16 

-16- 
Arrived at Pittsburg early this morning. Chas. E. 
Herron met me & I went to the Hotel Henry. 
After breakfast a committee of Cham. of Com. 
called & a couple of them took us out riding - to the 

top of Mt. Washington etc. 
Had lunch at 12:30 as the guest of honor at the 

Kiwanis Club, the big business club of Pittsburg.  
Judge Buffington, U.S. Circuit judge presided & 
introduced me.  A young member of the Club, and 
also a soldier in France, where he lost an arm, 
spoke first & received an ovation for his patriotic 
speech.  Then Judge Buffington spoke - Sewards 
Purchase of Alaska was his topic - he 
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May 16 

-16- 
then introduced me & I spoke of the resources of 
Alaska - for 30 minutes, and it seemed to be well 
received.  A fine lunch was served to about 300 
members of the Club. 

In the afternoon the Pres. of the Com. Club took 
us – I, Herron, Darrell & some others all around 
Pittsburg in an Automobile & we saw the fine 
parks, homes & the many great manufacturing 
plants.  In the evening we (I, Darrell & Herron) 
were invited out to the suburban home of young 
Mr. George English where we had a fine dinner.  
The Uncle, H.D.W. English & his wife & others 
were present, - all engaged in steel & 
manufacturing. 
Back to Hotel Henry for night. 

Diary 29, 1918 
May 17 

-17- 
From the morning Pittsburg paper. 
 
[clipping] 

ALASKA HOLDS 
GREAT WEALTH 

Delegate Wickersham Tells 
of Its Resources at 

Luncheon Here 
 
“Alaska has more coal within her borders than 
Pennsylvania, Ohio and West Virginia combined. 
She has more copper than Michigan, Montana, and 
Arizona; more tin than Wales, more gold than 
California and Colorado, and more agricultural land 
than Norway, Sweden and Finland, which support 
a population of 12,000,000 people from agriculture 
alone,” said James Wickersham, Delegate to 
Congress from Alaska, at a luncheon yesterday 
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noon at the William Penn Hotel, given by the 
Kiwanis Club. 

Mr. Wickersham referred to the popular 
misunderstanding of Alaska as a frozen country, 
and pointed out that the coast of the Pacific side of 
the peninsula is swept by the warm Pacific current 
and the harbors on this side never contain so much 
ice as he sees every winter in Washington. 

“We have the greatest river in American territory 
- the Yukon,” continued Mr. Wickersham. “It is 
larger than the Mississippi. The railroad being built 
from Seward will open up more than 6,000 miles of 
navigable streams to the commerce of this country. 
The area of Alaska is 590,800 square miles, just 13 
times the size of Pennsylvania.” 

He advocates the development of the country, 
particularly with a view to protection against a 
possible future Asiatic enemy in the Pacific, or the 
permanent occupation of Russia by Germany. 

“At the time Mr. Hobson was fussing about the 
yellow peril we actually had only 30 days supply of 
coal for the naval forces on the Pacific, and even 
now, coal is shipped from the Pocahontas region of 
Virginia to the Atlantic seaboard and carried 
around the Horn for the naval vessels on duty in 
Alaskan waters” he said. 
 
Left Pittsburg at 9:40 a.m. for Washington - 
reached home at 9 p.m. Good visit with Darrell! 

Diary 29, 1918 
May 18-20 

-18- 
Trying to catch up with my correspondence in the 
office. 

-19- 
Sunday.  Mrs. Wickersham & I had an auto ride to 
Annapolis & return with our Hoquiam, Wash. friend, 
Mrs. Patton. 
Saw Morrisey, newspaper man from Fairbanks, 
here as Sulzer's secretary - It looks as if Sulzer & 
he think they are going to win the contest case! 

-20- 
Mave Olds, the daughter of our Tacoma neighbors, 
who was a playmate to my children - & who loved 
Howard dearly - telegraphed us to meet her tonight 
at the train. She is on her way to attend the Annual 

Class meeting 
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at Wellesley College & wishes to stop off a day or 
two & visit with Mrs. Wickersham.  We met her at 
the midnight train & Mrs. W. got her a room with 
Mrs. Legge where we lodge. 

-21st – 
Am finished my “Pioneering,” except the index. 

-22nd – 
Am anxious today - for the Election Com. will hold 
its meeting at 10:30 to vote on my case!  My fear is 
that they may yield to the political influence which 
the Administration has brought to bear, and stand 
by the action of Judge Jennings & throw out 
enough precincts to give Sulzer the election.  Its 
the only way he can win! but. 

Diary 29, 1918 
May 22-26 

-22nd continued. 
the Com. on Elections considered my case & 
appointed a Sub-Committee of 3. - chairman 
Wilson, Robinson of N.C. & Moores, of Ind. to read 
the record & consider the law points & report their 
Conclusions & Findings to the full committee at 
next meeting! 

-23- 
Am preparing Index to my Pioneering Around Mt 
McKinley. 

-24- 
Same & polishing up the errors & mistakes. 

-25- 
Same. 

-26 Sunday – 
Out auto riding with Mrs. W. & Mrs. Patton, who 
goes back home, Hoquiam, Was. tonight. 

Diary 29, 1918 
May 27-29 

-27th – 
Arranging photos for my book. Getting map of 
Brobdingnag copied, etc. Finished. 

-28- 
Am engaged today in packing that part of my 
library which I want to send to Tacoma to include 
with Alaska Books on Exhibition at the State 
Historical Society Rooms.  I need to send these 
books anyway - & it will be that much done if the 
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Committee should go astray & decide against me. 
Its getting very hot and I am anxious to get away 
West as soon as possible. 

-29- 
Packing books! 

Diary 29, 1918 
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-30th – 
Congressman Wood, of Ind. told me yesterday that 
he had a conversation with Congressman Weltz, of 
Ohio, who is a member of my Elections Com. & a 
Democrat, & who told him I would win out - that he 
was favorable to my cause, etc. 
Wood is hurrying Moores the leading Republican 
on my Com. & who has charge of my case - but 
who is too much inclined to his case,- he does not 
appreciate my condition, how far it is to Alaska, & 
how long it takes to make a campaign in that land - 
else he would hurry up - but the Dems. are 
not anxious to help me in that way probably. 

Diary 29, 1918 
May 31- 
June 2 

-31st – 
Sent My Mss. of “Pioneering Around Mt McKinley” 
to the Chas. Scribner's Sons, N.Y. today - & also 
return postage! 

June 1st  
Am busy packing my private library & will ship it to 
Tacoma, where I will locate it in the State Hist. Soc. 
until I can get better arrangements for it.  It has 
become a burden to me, and an expensive one at 
that, but it is the most interesting property I own. 

-2nd  
Went over to St. Elizabeths Hospital to see Will 
Southard - He is not any better - looks like he is 
fading away - surely. 

Diary 29, 1918 
June 3-4 

-3rd – 
Saw Ballinger & Moores, Rep's members of the 
Com. on Elec. No. 1, about my case - They tell me 
the Com. will hold with me on some features but 
they think my evidence is lacking in other respects 
Am at work fixing it up & hope to succeed - but feel 
insecure! 

-4th – 
Packing books, papers etc. to ship west.  Will get 
my office ready for whatever may happen.   
German submarine off the New Jersey Coast today 
- & for 10 days past, sinking sailing vessels etc.  

Delivered a Statement of Facts to Moores, ranking 
Republican 

Diary 29, 1918 
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member of the Com. on Elections today - giving 
him the points on the facts in my favor.  He is 
friendly to me, but lazy, & I shall have to do much 
of the preparation of the case. 

5th. 
The case of Scott v. Steele was settled in the 
House yesterday - it was the case just ahead of 
mine in the same Com. & I now hope the Com. will 
give mine attention. 
 
Packing, marking & shipping my private library to 
W.P. Bonney, Tacoma, Wash. to be stored on 
exhibition in the rooms of the State Hist. Soc. 

Diary 29, 1918 
June 6 

-6th – 
Recd. telegram from Anchorage Times to report 
situation in re. senator Poindexters Amendment to 
the Naval Appropriation Bill - appropriating One 
Million to mine, transport, Matanuska coal and to 
erect naval bunkers & docks.  Went to see 
Chairman Padgett, of the House Naval Com. & 
other members of the Com. & then sent this 
telegram: 
 

“Washington D.C. June 6, 1918. 
Anchorage times, Anchorage, Alaska. 
Senator Poindexter's amendment House Naval 
Appropriation bill adopted in Senate May 22, now 
before joint Conference Committee. Have just 
interviewed House, members Conference 
Committee and am assured by chairman Padgett it 
will be 
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be approved.  Appropriation carries one million for 
mining, transporting, erection naval bunkers and 
docks.  Clause barring Anchorage will be corrected 
by Conference Committee.  It is the beginning of 
Government mining - Matanuska coal, and means 
great development and assured prosperity in 
Alaska. My congratulations.   

James Wickersham 
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I wrote to the Ed. of the Times also sending a copy 
of the Poindexter Amdt. - page of the Record for 
the 22nd of May with the item in full.  I am greatly 
pleased with the result of that amendment - it really 
will do much good to Alaska and insure the 
opening of the Naval Coal fields & bring prosperity 
- I hope. 

Diary 29, 1918 
June 7-8 

-7th – 
Sent 17 boxes of books - my private Alaskan books 
- to W. P. Bonney, Tacoma, Wash. today - freight 
charges were $105.00.  They are to be placed with 
my other books there - in the rooms of the State 
Historical Society - on exhibition with my Indian 
collection which has been there for years. 

-8- 
Am going over my argument in he Contest Case - 
Am very much discouraged at the want of energy 
of Moores of Ind. the Republican member of the 
subcommittee - He is slow & lazy - and not very 
much interested - & I suffer. 

Diary 29, 1918 
June 9-11 

-9- 
Sunday – nothing much. 

-10- 
Nothing new today. 

-11th – 
I am greatly discouraged at the indolence and 
indifference of Merrill Moores, M.C. of Ind. the 
leading Republican member of the Com. No 1. on 
my contest.  So I have started to work on my 
Democratic friends & other Republicans. I have 
prepared another statement on the law - in answer 
to doubts raised by Moores and others & today 
submitted it to Judge Booher of Mo. in the hope 
that I can get him to act & to talk with Ch. Wilson, 
of my Committee! 

Diary 29, 1918 
June 12-13 

-12- 
Have talked my contest case over with Judge 
Booher very fully - he has read & corrected my last 
Memo, Brief & I will now have it printed for the 
general use of the Com & House. 

-13th – 
Am putting my office in shape so that if the Com. 
will not act soon I can go home & into my 
campaign.  Am sending out a lot of Pub. Docs. for 

distribution to the people of the Territory. 
 
This evening Congressman Welty, of Ohio, a 
member of the Elections Com. No 1, having my 
case in charge came by and stopped in the office 
to visit.  He told me he was for me - in 
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June 13 
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of seating me - thought I was fairly and legally 
elected, etc.  He said he thought the Com. was that 
way - He is a Democrat & since the 3 Republicans 
on the Com. have told me they were of the same 
opinion that makes 4 - out of 9 – If another 
Democrat is of that opinion I ought to win. He also 
advised me that the Com. would decide the case 
within a “week or two”.  I have been much 
discouraged on account of the slowness of their 
action, for if I am to go to Alaska to make a 
campaign I must go soon, but in view of Weltys 
statement shall not go at once.  I feel quite 
encouraged by it - though I realize that it is only his 
opinion. 

Diary 29, 1918 
June 14-17 

-14- 
Have sent out several bags of books - pub. docs to 
my constituents – I shall now begin to get ready for 
the fray - in Alaska. 

-15- 
Charles Scribner’s Sons have returned my Mss, 
“Pioneering Round Mt McKinly” saying they will not 
publish it in book form etc.  I am very much 
disappointed - but! 

-16- 
Sunday.  Darrell came over from Pittsburgh today 
& spend the day with us. 

-17- 
Just working in the office. Nothing new- 

Diary 29, 1918 
June 18-19 

-18- 
Recd from printers 500 copies of my last Memo 
Brief in Contest Case & sent 20 copies to Judge 
Wilson, Ch. of Com. 

-19- 
Saw Congressman Weltz this morning & gave him 
copy of my Memo Brief - he promised to see Ch. 
Wilson & find out when the Com. will act. 

Recd. telegram from Juneau:  
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Juneau, Alaska, June 18. 
James Wickersham, Wash. D.C. 
Republican convention gave Roosevelt, Hays & 
Yourself splendid endorsement. Nominated myself 
for Senator and Davies for Ketchikan, McCormick 
of Wrangell, and Grover Winn and Shepherd of 
Juneau for Representatives. Jack 

Diary 29, 1918 
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Wilson of Treadwell named for road supervisor. All 
nominations unanimous. Good feeling results. 
Candidates plan get you at Ketchikan for Fourth of 
July.  Will you be there? 

Ed. C. Russell. 
 
Mrs. Wickersham & I will go to Frederick & 
Hagerstrom, Md. this afternoon on a rest journey - 
her people lived near these places before the 
Revolutionary War & moved from there to 
Kentucky just after the War.  So we will go over & 
look at the country where they lived - and take a 
few days rest. 
I sent Ed Russell a nice telegram pledging my 
support to the Rep. nominees of the Juneau 
convention & congratulating him on his nomination 
for Senator. 

Diary 29, 1918 
June 19-20 
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Late this evening Debbie & I took the Auto stage 
for Frederick, Md. - and greatly enjoyed the trip 
along the pike through fields of waving wheat - ripe 
and ready for the reaper.  At Frederick we put up at 
the New City Hotel. 

-20- 
This morning I went to the Frederick Co. court 
House to see if I could find the record of marriage 
of Isaac Baker, Debbies great grandfather - but did 
not succeed. 

We then took the trolley car & stopped off at 
Braddock Heights for a view of the country from 
those high lands. After lunch we went on to 
Hagerstown Md. & put up at the Hamilton Hotel for 
the night. 
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June 21 

-21st – 
This morning I began an examination of the Wash. 
Co. Md. Records for data bout Isaac Baker, and 

found very interesting facts therein - especially in 
the matter of the land transactions in this country, 
seemingly in connection with Isaac & Evan Shelby.  
It seems that Baker purchased tracts of land prior 
to 1779 from Maryland, which he sold to sundry 
persons etc. Among his tracts were “Pleasant 
Bottom” “Mountain of Wales,” Allaways.”  He sold 
out these tracts sometime about 1779 and the next 
record shows him in North Carolina, where he was 
evidently  

Diary 29, 1918 
June 21-22 

21 
engaged in relation to Isaac Shelby - and in 1792 
he was in Wash. Co. Va.  I suppose now, the 
records from Kentucky will show him in that region 
- probably near Shelbyville - located, located by 
Isaac & Evan Shelby. 

This afternoon we came from Hagerstown, via 
the Western Maryland Ry. via Highfield to 
Thurmont, and thence back to Frederick by trolley. 

-22- 
From Frederick this morning to Frederick Jc. then 
to Wash Jc. & thence home to Wash. over the B. & 
0. Ry.  We had a fine trip & enjoyed the ride 
through the grain fields of Md. very much! 

Diary 29, 1918 
June 23-25 

-23rd Sunday 
Nothing new. 

-24th – 
Letter from Jack Tansy, Seldovia, asking me to 
write letters to some of his friends there, to 
encourage them in this falls election.  Also sent 
them some pub. docs. 

-25- 
Am writing letter to Senator Chamberlain setting 
out particularly the facts which occurred in the 
matter of the preparation & passage of the Alaska 
Railroad Bill - He sent telegram to Alaska in the 
last election declaring - in effect - that I had little to 
do with the passage of that bill - that he did it all!  
Am trying to corner him on the facts of Record! 

Diary 29, 1918 
June 26-27 

-26- 
There is almost an agreement to take a Recess of 
Congress for a month while the Com. on ways & 
Means get up a Revenue Bill - & if they do adjourn, 
where will my Contest Case be?  Have been 
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scouring around to find out & am told the Com. on 
Elections will meet tomorrow & try to get an 
agreement on it!  Hope so anyway, for if they do 
not I must go home without it - & let it go as a bad 
job! 

-27- 
Com. meeting today - could not get Rose, Rep. to 
attend - Ballinger, Rep. was not here - nothing 
done, & Recess on Monday! 

Diary 29, 1918 
June 28-29 

-28th – 
Am at work among my friends to get action by the 
Elections Com. before Congress takes it & 
threatened recess for a month!  Am thoroughly 
disgusted with Merrill Moores, Rep. of Ind. who is 
just too indolent and lazy to work!  He is friendly 
enough & takes the view that I am elected, etc. but 
wont work!  My friend Wm R. Wood, M.C. of 
Indiana, is after him with a request for action? 

-29- 
Saw Congressman Flood, Ch. Com on Foreign 
Affairs, Demo. who said he would see Judge 
Wilson, Ch. Elections Com. No 1, and urge him to 
action. 

Diary 29, 1918 
June 29- 
July 1 

29 
Am notified today that there's a sum of $517. due 
me on my last years salary!  I hope so, for I shall 
need it. 

-30- 
The threatened recess will not probably happen for 
a day or two - & I may get yet action on my case. If 
not I shall go home - in disgust. 

-July 1st – 
Gave a bond today to recover a lost check for my 
salary of August 1916 - two years ago. 
Senators Poindexter & Jones of Wash. State, went 
on the bond - the last check was for $517.90 It will 
come in handy just now! 

(OVER) 
Diary 29, 1918 
July 1-2 

1 
I met Hon Claude Kitchin, of N.C. this morning - he 
asked me about the Contest - & promised to urge 
Wilson, chairman to report the case promptly. 
Wood, of Ind. also saw Gillett, of Mass, Republican 
leader and asked him to urge action. 

-July 2nd – 
The Elections Committee today voted unanimously 
to seat me.  They gave me the total vote the 
returns gave me & threw out the Soldier vote! 

Diary 29, 1918 
July 3 

-3rd – 
Sent telegrams to Juneau Dispatch, Anchorage 
Times & Nome Nugget, announcing the decision of 
the Elections Committee in the Contest Case, also 
to Henry T. Ray, Fairbanks & Gov. Strong, Victoria 
Hotel S.F. 
It looks now as if the Congress may not recess, 
and I may be compelled to remain here for a time - 
am disappointed for I want to go home to carry on 
my political campaign. 
Am sending out large quantities of public 
documents for distribution, and intend, now, to put 
as much life in my fight as I am able. 

Diary 29, 1918 
July 4 

-4th – 
An Allied 4th of July celebration today.  There was 
a demonstration of all the Nations - a gathering of a 
large contingent of many nationalities in native 
costumes on the Ellipse south of the White House - 
the formation of a grand parade which marched to 
the Capitol for ceremonies by each great nation 
etc. 

President Wilson made an appeal to the World 
for the successful conclusion of the War, with 
peace & security to every nation etc.  It was a 
glorious day & a grand outpouring of all nations in 
favor of liberty and Law. 

Diary 29, 1918 
July 5 

-5th – 
Many telegrams of congratulations are coming in 
from Alaska & the Pacific coast on the result of my 
contest.  From:  
J.R. Needham, Paul F Stanhope  
& D. Smith Harris, Ketchikan,  
Joe Sliscovich,   Seattle,  
Jud. P. Hartman,                “ 
Geo. D. Schofield     “ 
W.W. Getchell      “ 
J.J. Munsell,   Nenana 
Henry T. Ray,   Fairbanks 
J.J. Dirkin,   Ketchikan 
Dan Driscoll,   Yamhill, Oregon 
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A telegraph also from the pioneer women, at 
Nenana.   

Nenana, Alaska   
July 4, 1918. 

James Wickersham 
Diary 29, 1918 
July 5 

5 
Delegate from Alaska.  Washington, D.C. 

We the undersigned Pioneer Women of Nenana, 
Alaska, hereby extend our hearty congratulations 
firmly believing that the will of the people should 
rule, thus perpetuating a Democracy of the People, 
by the People, for the people. 

Kellum,  Adams, 
Donworth,   Leon Kellum, 
Baatz,   Lavin, 
Brooker,   Fowler, 
Lipman Simpson,  Heimbruger, 
 Mrs. M.J. Cooney. 

Telegrams of that kind repay one for long effort & 
many struggles - and final victory. 
Of 

Diary 29, 1918 
July 5-6 

5 
course I sent these Pioneer Women a nice 
telegram of thanks! I'll write to the men. 
The only thing I am afraid of now is that congress 
will recess before the committee report can be filed 
and adopted.  While that is not very serious I hope 
it can be done before Recess! 

-July 6th – 
Chairman Wilson, of La. tells me he cannot get his 
opinion in the Contest Case done before Recess & 
it cannot, therefore, be acted on till after Aug 12, - 
provided the Recess shall last so long!  Well, 
Sulzer needs the money, I suppose. 

Diary 29, 1918 
July 6-7 

6 
and since I will also be paid for the same period I 
do not need to complain. - Except that it will sadly 
interfere with my campaign if I am obliged to return 
here at that time to take the oath of office! 

-7th – 
The House first agreed to pass the Telegraph Bill 
with the further agreement that there would be a 
Recess & late last night the Senate adopted the 
Recess Resolution - but during the Senate Debate 

criticism against the recess became so 
acrimonious that the House - then refused to adopt 
it - & the whole plan was abandoned - this  

Diary 29, 1918 
July 7-8 

7 
morning I find it is abandoned & - probably - there 
will be no recess at all!  I hope not, for my case can 
then be brought up in a week or 10 days & finally 
disposed of.  I had concluded to go home - starting 
Tuesday morning, but now I shall not go - unless 
the Recess materializes. 
Debbie will start on Tuesday evening alone - via 
Winnipeg, Prince Rupert, Skagway & the Yukon 
river, while I will go later - when I am seated, so 
that I will not need to come back in August! 

-8th – 
All talk of recess is now gone by, and I will not go 
home - yet!  Working in office as usual. 

Diary 29, 1918 
July 9-12 

-9th – 
Sending out Sacks of Pub. Docs. to my 
constituents. 
Debbie goes west tonight. She left at 6 p.m. 

-10- 
Letters & office work. 

-11th – 
Am sending copies of my Statement & Brief in 
support of Alaska 8 hour Law - when attacked not 
long ago - to Unions in Alaska.  Sulzer refused to 
support the Unions in the matter - I have put his 
telegram of refusal on the front page.  Also sent 
copy to Pres. Wash. State Ted. of Labor - hope to 
get them at work.  Sending out Pub. Doc's etc. 

-12- 
Correspondence in office. 

Diary 29, 1918 
July 13-14 

-13- 
Am scared, again, that Congress will so recess as 
to block my case from being acted on till late in 
August. In case it happens I will go home at once. 

-14th – 
The Senate agreed, yesterday, to recess for 3 days 
at a time until Aug 20, or thereabouts & while the 
House did not do so, it probably will at its meeting 
tomorrow.  That means that my case will not get 
action till late in August - so I will go home also.  It 
will not make any difference in the end, except it 
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holds me up that much longer. 

Diary 29, 1918 
July 15 

-15- 
Saw Judge Wilson, of Elections Com. & he told me 
that he had the opinion in my case about done - & 
would get it printed soon - that he would file the 
Report & get it acted on as soon as possible - 
some time in Aug. - or Sept. etc.  I bade him good 
bye, & asked him to send me a copy to Fairbanks.  
Moores, Rep. says the Opinion is stronger than my 
brief & on the soldier vote alone I am elected by 6 
majority - plurality - over Sulzer.  Altogether the 
situation is good, though Sulzer & his friends are 
yelling & threatening the members of the Com.  
Bought my ticket to Seattle. 

Diary 29, 1918 
July 16 

-16th – 
Paid my bills, packed etc. drew money from bank 
closed up office.  Sent Henry T. Ray telegram 
saying Mrs. Wickersham in Skagway coming to 
Fairbanks & asking him to have the House ready. 
Also sent her a telegram that I was coming. 

Start from Washington for Seattle at 6 p.m. on my 
campaign for 1918.  Sulzer & his Secretary are still 
here - doubt if they go home - he is now engaged 
in fighting for his breath - and a reversal of Contest 
Case - Which he wont get! 

Diary 29, 1918 
July 17-21 

-17- 
Ohio, Ind & Chicago. 

18 
St. Paul & Minnesota wheat fields. 

At St. Paul I had time to telephone to West Pub. 
Co. who sent me, with their compliments, a copy of 
the 5th Alaska Report.  Am greatly pleased at its 
appearance – it is a good job of printing. 
Beautiful day. 

-19- 
Across Dakota. 

-20- 
Montana- 

-21- 
Reached Seattle at 9 p.m. 

Diary 29, 1918 
July 22 

-22- 
Telephoned to Jennie at Enumclaw & she brought 

Mother down to see me - for I am to go on the 
Victoria to Nome this evening. 

Cashed my coupons $500. & fixed money 
matters at the Dexter Horton Nat Bank - Made an 
arrangement with Parsons for a credit of $2500 if I 
need it.  Good visit with Mother & Charlie & Jen & 
the 3 kiddies. Saw many friends at Frye Hotel. 
Good rest etc. 

Left Seattle on “Victoria” at 7 p.m. for Nome.  
Bishop Row & also Bishop Crimont aboard & other 
friends 

Diary 29, 1918 
July 23-24 

-23rd – 
Spent the day at Ladysmith B.C. loading coal for St 
Micheal, Alaska - there being no coal available in 
Alaska!! 
Sent some letters out to Alaskan friends. 

-24- 
Going out through the Strait of Juan de Fuca at 
noon - passed a Japanese War Vessel going into 
Puget Sound.  Left Ladysmith at 4 a.m. & stopped 
opposite Victoria, B.C. long enough to put off the 
pilot.  Am meeting many Nome people & getting 
my acquaintance renewed, etc.  Calm sea - good 
weather 

Diary 29, 1918 
July 24-27 

24 
[clipping] 

The Ladysmith Chronicle 
Published by Carley & Carley at 

LADYSMITH, B.C. TUESDAY, JULY 23, 1918. 
The Victoria in Port. 

The Victoria was in port to-day taking on coal for 
her Alaska trip.  On board the Victoria are a 
number of United States soldiers who are going 
north to relieve those now stationed at Fort Davis, 
Nome, and Fort St. Michael.  There are a large 
number of passengers on board including Mr. 
James Wickersham, the Congressional 
representative from Alaska to Washington.  Mr. 
Wickersham has represented Alaska in Congress 
for the past ten years and is now returning home 
after a lengthy stay at Washington.  He is delighted 
with the war spirit observed at every place he has 
visited, and is especially enthusiastic over the great 
service rendered by Canada in the cause of 
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civilization.  Other notable visitors on board the 
Victoria are Bishop Rowe, the Episcopal bishop of 
Alaska,and Bishop Crimont, the Roman Catholic 
bishop of Alaska. 

-25- 
Quiet sea - calm.  Am getting acquainted with the 
Nome folks & am among friends. 

-26- 
Same – beginning to roll some 

-27- 
Rolling – not pleasant. 

Diary 29, 1918 
July 28-31 

-28- 
Sunday.  Calm this morning. Was sick yesterday - 
but all right this morning.  Am getting acquainted 
(politically) with every body aboard - most of them 
are my supporters. 
Bishop Rowe held services in social hall on boat - 
songs etc. 

-29- 
Rolling along as usual. 

30th  
Good nights sleep. 

-31st 
In Berings Sea ploughing Nomeward.  Rough 
water this morning - but calm now.  Will be in 
Nome some time tonight.  Am preparing my notes 
for speech.  Had a 

Diary 29, 1918 
July 31 

31 
confidential talk with Bishop Crimont today - he is 
entirely friendly.  Bishop Rowe is not so sure. My 
friends on board are preparing to give me help this 
fall & I think my visit to this end of the Territory is to 
be satisfactory in every way.  Am preparing a form 
of letter & will write about 100 to friends in the back 
districts - so as to get them interested - with a 
personal request.  Will not be allowed to remain in 
Nome but a few hours it may be the best - a short 
& hearty visit, and then go on! 
Later: Captain says he has received telegram from 
Nome that it is raining there & storm  

Diary 29, 1918 
July 31- 
August 1 

31 
on shore will prevent landing etc. to go St. Micheal 
& unload coal & perishables & up river passengers 
before going to Nome!  What effect that may have 

on my chances to get up the River cannot be told!  
Wait & see. 

-Aug 1st- 
In St. Michael: Visited my friends Frank Williams, 
the Fynns etc.  Talked politics to many & think I am 
making St. Michael safer than it was last election.  
We leave here tonight for Nome.  The Sarah, river 
steamer is here waiting for Victoria to come back 
from Nome - when it will go up the river - Have 
reservation on her. 

Diary 29, 1918 
August 2 

-Aug 2 – 
Big day in Nome - for me!  Ile arrived here at 9 this 
morning & my friends gave notice of meeting at 8 
oclock this evening.  Am at Golden Gate Hotel, 
visited round town - called on officials.  The 
meeting at A.B. Hall was a great success. The Hall 
was filled - with the men & women of Nome - & I 
talked 2 hours - & the audience was warm & 
friendly.  It was a very successful meeting & I was 
warmly cheered & my friends delighted.  Gilmore 
made a 10 min. talk & gave much satisfaction. My 
friends seem very pleased. 

Diary 29, 1918 
August 2 

2 
Paid the Industrial Worker $75. for publication of 
letter of 1916 of Wash. Fed. of Labor approving 
me, & Nugget $100. for monthly advertising. 

Really things look good here & my friends say we 
will win this division by a 2/3 majority - Smiser, of 
Juneau, is here investigating Judge Holtzheimer - 
All the most prominent politicians were on the 
stage with me, & the audience was composed of 
the prominent business men etc. 

Left Nome at 11 tonight for the Victoria, feeling 
that my campaign in Nome & Seward Peninsula is 
in good shape 

Diary 29, 1918 
August 3-4 

-3rd – 
Recd telegram from Ray at Fairbanks, advising me 
to go to Iditarod, & saying that Mrs. W had reached 
Fairbanks safely. 

This forenoon en route to St Michael - Arrived in 
St. Michael harbor afternoon - went to Co. Hotel - 
fine south front room - comfortable. 
Sent Debbie a telegram - also Herron at 
Anchorage - Will have to wait here till about 
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Wednesday for “Sarah” to go up river. 
-4th – 

Quiet Sunday - Church bells sounded pleasant - 
but I slept till noon.  Attended meeting of St. M. 
Pioneers - talked about the “Yukon Press” & early 
days. 

Diary 29, 1918 
August 5-8 

-5th – 
Loafing, resting & politics. 

-6th – 
Same. 

-7- 
Edgar [Wickersham – brother of James] 
telegraphed me from the mouth of the Yukon last 
evening & this morning he came in on the Army 
boat “Davis.”  He is on his way outside - several 
more men with him have been working at the 
Carlisle Cannery at Andraofsky - they all go out on 
the “Victoria” tonight.  Our boat – “Sarah” - will not 
go for a day or two yet. 

-8- 
“Victoria” was slow & only got away this afternoon 
with a big crowd - Alaska is being almost 
depopulated - Still waiting! 

Diary 29, 1918 
August 9-10 

-9th – 
Doing political work - talking to voters, etc. The 
“Sarah” is now receiving attention & cargo & may 
go out tomorrow night. 

-10th – 
The Seattle No 3. will go out this afternoon with 
part of the Sarahs barges - as far as Andreofsky - 
the Sarah will follow - but the tides are bad & she 
will have trouble getting into the Yukon.  I am 
almost ready to go on the Seattle No 3 to that point 
& take the Sarah from there to Holy Cross - where I 
will have to change if I go to Iditarod. 

Out of St Michael this afternoon at 4 oclock - on 
the Seattle No. 3. now off the coast between Stuart 
Is. & Cape  

Diary 29, 1918 
August 10 

10 
Romanoff.  It is a beautiful afternoon the volcano 
cones of Stuart & St Michael Is. are far behind us - 
the evening sun is setting in a blaze of crimson & 
gold.  Romanoff is ahead rising black and solid - 
the sea is calm - it is a delightful picture.  What a 

glory it must have been when the 20 or more 
volcanoes in the 1000 squ. miles around St 
Michael were pouring forth whims of black smoke 
& lighting the northern sea with the torches from 
their internal fires - now dead so long ago.  We 
hope to get in the Yukon some time in the morning 
if the tide permits.  Passed the “Julia B.” & barges 
bound for St M. 

Diary 29, 1918 
August 11 

-11th – 
In the Yukon this morning and at Old Hamilton 
station forenoon.  Store here kept by Ms. Edwards 
a full blood Eskimo woman.  Her husband is a 
trader & keeps store at Marshall - upriver.  Mrs. 
Edwards, however, is the head of the family - she 
is a slender middle aged woman, keen eyed, sharp 
- a natural trader & storekeeper - a fur buyer etc.  
She has four beautiful children - 3 girls & a boy. 
The girls are nearly grown & are pretty with the 
youthful graces of Creoles.  All day in the river - 
pushing slowly upstream.  Saw several white 
whales in the river just where the south mouth 
turns off 

Diary 29, 1918 
August 12 

12- 
up to the hills on the north bank. Mt. Village, 
camps, etc. & at Andreofsky before noon.  The 
Carlisle Packing Co. has a cannery plant in 
Andreofsky river - on scows.  Visited the men - 
many of whom are from Fairbanks. 
- & at 8 in the evening held a political meeting in 
the bunkhouse & talked patriotism & politics to 
them.  Found many good friends here 
- Cal. Townsend in small Bureau of Fisheries 
launch - is here & offers to assist me up the river 
from Holy Cross when I return from Iditarod.  
Conditions in Fishery & Cannery not bad. 

Diary 29, 1918 
August 13-14 

-13th – 
The “Sarah” has been tied to the bank in the main 
Yukon - a mile from Andreofsky all day washing 
boilers & repairing machinery.  They kindly gave 
me the fine large room, kept for guests, and I am 
very comfortable.  There are but a dozen 
passengers aboard. 

-14- 
We arrived at Marshall (Fortune Ledge) at noon.  
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Went ashore & met Joe Plein, candidate for Road 
Com. on Republican ticket who introduced me to 
everybody in town.  Sent telegrams to Juneau 
Dispatch, Nome Nugget & Anchorage Times. Met 
about 40 voters - rest out at creeks.  We only staid 

Diary 29, 1918 
August 14-15 

14 
there an hour - but it was a busy one.  Frank 
Harrison is the only lawyer there, & he is trying to 
get the appointment as Dep. Dist. Atty. from Nome.  
If he has to support Sulzer to get it he will do it but 
if he does not get that appointment he will support 
me - if he does not get something else to support 
Sulzer.  In short, he will do anything to his own 
advantage.  Tonight our boat is tied to the bank 20 
miles above Marshal while the Captain is across 
the river viewing the Steamer “Washburn” sunk in a 
slough. 

-15- 
Up past Russian Mission, Paimute.  Oil bad & 
making slow time. 

Diary 29, 1918 
August 15-16 

15 
Have written 50 letters to persons at Bettles & 
Wiseman & will sent them on up that way from 
Holy Cross. 

-16th – 
Arrived at Holy Cross - junction with Iditarod route. 
The sinking of the “Washburn” has disarranged the 
boat schedule & I am afraid to go to Iditarod - No 
boat here & the agent advises it will take 2 weeks 
to make the trip & then no one knows what boat 
would take me up the Yukon when I am back here.  
After much talk with boatmen I have determined 
not to go to Iditarod, but to go on up on the 
“Sarah.”  The Holy Cross -mission looks fine - new 
buildings, garden, etc.  
 

Diary 29, 1918 
August 17 

-17- 
We passed Anvik last night about 9 oclock.  Tied 
the barges to the bank above the Anvik River & the 
“Sarah” went in.  I went ashore with the purser & 
met Mr. Chapman, missionary and postmaster.  
(He is the same Chapman who prepared the cut for 
the head of the Yukon Press, Rev. Mr. Prevosts 
paper in 1895, St. James Mission.)  Nothing new at 

Anvik. Met Mrs. Mc   a very matronly lady about 50 
(or more years of age), who was very anxious to 
get the purser to take a letter up to Ft. Gibbon to 
her husband, whom, she said, was among the 
drafted men!! 

Diary 29, 1918 
August 17 

17 
I knew that only men from 20 to 30 years were 
drafted & thinking she had made a mistake I 
corrected her by a question -- saying that her 
husband could not be among the drafted.  After we 
went out the purser said that she was right her 
husband was only 21 years old!!  She was the 
matron in charge of the Episcopal Mission schools 
- & had married a boy coming out to begin 
Christian work among the heathen!  I could just 
imagine her disappointment to have him drafted! 
She is certainly not less than 50 - but rotund, full 
breasted - with possibly strong old age passion for 
a youthful lover!  Too damn bad to lose him! 

Diary 29, 1918 
August 17-18 

17 
All day along the beautiful stretch of river between 
Anvik & Kaltag. Am charmed with the beautiful 
heavily wooded lowlands, the wide glistening river, 
the clear streams falling out of a high range of hills 
about 5 - 10 miles west of the stream.  It looks like 
a good prospecting country if I had time I would 
build a cabin on tiie river bank at t!Te mouth of 
Louise Creek & go prospecting! 

-18- 
Sunday.  Yesterday and today are beautiful days - 
in the interior belt. We were at Kaltag an hour & will 
be in Nulato tonight about midnight. Visiting 

Diary 29, 1918 
August 18-20 

18 
Nulato several hours - I had a chance to talk to the 
people - but no meeting.  The “Jeff C. Davis,” U.S. 
Mail boat passed downstream after midnight with 
250 Alaskan draftees - bound for Outside & the 
war. 

-19th – 
Sarah is slowly ascending the river today - 
beautiful clear day. 

-20- 
Arrived Ruby about 9 am & went to Williams 
House. Town looks deserted - people leaving 
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country in droves.  My friends telephoned to Long 
Creek & fixed public meeting for tonight.   
Accompanied by Lynn Smith, Fred Milligan & Ed. 
Reynolds. 

Diary 29, 1918 
August 20-21 

20 
Left Ruby at 2 p.m. in Automobile for Long.  
Beautiful day clear & was a glorious 30 mi ride over 
the mountain tops to Long city.  Held a fine political 
meeting in Moose Hall. Mrs. Strites (Ruth Howard) 
presided. Large crowd & much enthusiastic 
support. Made a good speech & met everybody.  
After the meeting - about midnight - we drove back 
to Ruby - 60 mi trip & a fine, enjoyable one. 

-21- 
Visiting in Ruby. Speech at night in Eagle Hall. big 
crowd & enthusiastic friends.  Things political look 
very encouraging here. Am promised strong vote at 
coming election. 

Diary 29, 1918 
August 22 

-22- 
This morning I secured the newspaper file of Ruby 
Record - Citizen. - paid $25.00 for my Alaska 
library.  To my delight the mail launch “Sibilla” 
came up the river this morning bound for Tanana.  
Am on board & half way to Tanana this evening.  
Sent telegrams to Debbie, Henry T. Ray & Joe 
Amcich from Kokrines.  Asked Ray to have 
candidates come down Tanana & meet me & 
assist in campaign at Tanana.  Hot Springs 
Tolovana & Fairbanks & Nenana.  Things going 
satisfactorily so far on the trip. Understand Gov 
Riggs at Tanana going down river on Sulzers 
behalf! 
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Diary 30, 1918 
August 23 

Aug 23, 1918 
Arrived-in Tanana forenoon and went to Lower 
House kept by Joe. Aincich.  Came up from Ruby 
on the launch “Sibilla” - N.C. Mail launch.  Find 
much hostility to me here engendered and 
cultivated by White Pass & the N.C. Co's, and b y 
Gov. Riggs who is here making Sulzers campaign.  
There is a Reception to Riggs & wife tonight so I 
will not speak till tomorrow evening.   
Am visiting around and renewing my acquaintance 
with the people. 

Diary 30, 1918 
August 24 

Aug 24, 1918. 
My 61st Birthday 
Will speak tonight at the Moose Hall - Dinner with 
Andrew Vachon & wife. 

Spoke tonight to a good crowd at Moose Hall.  
Had a very friendly reception and am much 
encouraged though the Gov. & the White Pass & 
N.C. officials are moving every element possible 
against me.  Attacked all three of them fairly but 
strongly in my speech & was earnestly supported 
by the audience.  Noticed Father's Jette & Perron, 
Capt. Lenoir a many others in the Hall.  Am 
satisfied with my speech 
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Aug 25th  
Attended services at Father Jettes church - He 
preached a beautiful sermon on the sin of 
covetousness.  The “Alaska” will be here this 
afternoon & will go up the river to Hot Springs on 
her.  Was requested to make 4 Minute talk at Post 
tonight at picture show - did it badly!  Boarded 
“Alaska” for the Hot Springs at midnight. 
Well, the situation at Tanana is not good - 
politically - but I think much better than 2 years 
ago, & I hope to have a majority but the N.C. Co. is 
more powerful than any other point & they are 
working hard with Sulzers supporters against me. 
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-Aug 26- 
Archdeacon Stuck, Epis. Church, from Ft. Yukon, 
called on me at the Lower House, Tanana, 
yesterday evening and assured me of his support - 
which may not amount to anything for he and his 
friends will not vote - will not to anything but 
express their confidence in me and ask me to do 
things for them etc. which is good as far as it goes 
but does not assist in defeating Sulzer.  The N.C. 
officials are furious at my attack on the Co. about 
transportation rates etc. - but they ought not to 



forget that their attorney, Tom McGowan started 
the fight in their name & interest & that I am only 
acting on the defensive - 
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-27th – 
Reached Hot Springs last night & this morning 
early left on a heavily laden lumber wagon for 
Eureka.  Telephoned to my friend Frank Stevens 
that I would speak there tonight.  At the crossing of 
Baker Creek, - 14 miles out - is the Overland Rd. 
House, presided over by Tom. Steffenson, the old 
time leader of the Western Federation of Miners at 
Fairbanks - & assisted by “Slivers,” ex barkeeper, 
who is now studying law?  Arrived at Eureka Creek 
mining camp & held a well attended meeting - 
Many friends here under the leadership of Frank 
Stevens old sourdough miner.  About 30 or 40 
votes in this precinct. 
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-28- 
Back to Hot Springs today in Kenny's lumber 
wagon - and a good hot bath in rough box bath at  
Springs! 

-29- 
This morning I left from the mouth of Hot Springs 
slough for a trip to Tofty & Woodchopper mining 
camps.  The driver of the wagon suggested that I 
go on up the mountain side - that he would catch 
up, etc. - but at 10 a.m. when I was at the top of 
the divide he was not in sight so I continued - I 
reached Tofty - 12 miles - more than 2 hours 
before the wagon came in.  My friend Jake Howell 
(Sylvester Howell is his real name) 
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29 
gave me welcome & a good dinner & a promise of 
a big 4 Horse wagon load of miners & their wives 
at my meeting at Woodchopper -5 miles farther 
down Sullivan creek.  Supper at Wood Chopper - 
met Clegg - Mis. C. & other friends  Meeting at the 
Moose Hall was fully attended! Everybody in town 
on on the surrounding creeks, & Howell's teams 
tonight the Lofty crowd. 
Had a fine meeting & then the floor was cleared 
and dancing went on till morning! 
Jake Howell & Mrs. Cleveland are partners.  Both 
are typical miners - plain spoken, strong active & 
workers!  Mrs. C. is 
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one of the most interesting characters in Alaska.  
She is about 45 years old, not too tall, clear eyed 
rather handsome, intelligent & a thoroughly active 
business woman.  She takes charge of a mining 
plant - a hundred men or more - and manages it as 
firmly and successfully as Jake can do.  She is 
respected by every man in camp & can control 
men as easily as Jake. They are just now engaged 
in opening a big scheme of mining by hydraulic - or 
the use of water - at Tofty, and it looks to me as if 



they will be successful and make a fortune.  Jake is 
under 45 years and is a typical  
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29 
Alaskan miner.  He is also my friend and supporter  
Had a fine meeting & am satisfied I will have a 
large vote - in proportion - here. 

-30th- 
Left Woodchopper in lumber wagon for Hot Springs 
the road runs through Tofty. 
Howells big 4 horse team came along with us - 
they danced till 4 oclock this morning - & it 
reminded me of a country dance in olden times as 
they strung out along the road, some afoot & the 
wagons loaded with tired but happy dancers of the 
night. 
The Tofty graveyard lies on a hill near the town. My 
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driver tells me it contains only 11 occupants & that 
each of them died with “his (or Her) boots on.” 
In other words, not one of the eleven died in a 
natural way from sickness. 
“Black Sand” was a noted character at Tafty. He 
was finally a notorious saloon bum.  One day Joe 
Eglar called every body up to drink & all came 
except “Black Sand” who sat tipped back in a chair 
behind the stove.  When the barkeeper had set out 
the booze for all those at the bar he called “Back 
Sand,” & when he did not move the barkeep 
walked over to him and gave him a push - rude but 
not angry  

Diary 30, 1918 
August 30 

30 
whereupon “Black Sand” rolled off the chair – 
dead!  “Well Im damned” the barkeep said “its the 
first time “Black Sand” ever refused a drink.”  He 
was the first occupant of the Tofty cemetery! 

My drivers team gave out - & Jake Howell gave 
me his own fine saddle horse to ride to Hot springs 
- arrived at the lower landing at 7 oclock - 
Meeting in Dan. Green's Rd. House dining room 
tonight good crowd - friendly & think it did some 
good.  I am quite sure that my meetings in this 
locality will assist me very much in the election - 
my next move is to be at Nenana. 
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-31st – 
There is not a boat towards Nenana for 2 or 3 days 
so I will have an opportunity to rest up - I am very 
tired & need rest. 

Sept. 1. 
Waiting for up river boat 

Sept. 2. 
Raining – Waiting for boat 

Sept. 3 
ditto:  John Joslin & crew of Alaska Road Com. 
men are here building - rebuilding - the bridge 
across Hot Springs Slough.  Bathing at springs in a 



big wooden tank is fine! 
-4- 

We hear the “Tanana” left Tanana station at 2 a.m. 
Diary 30, 1918 
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this morning & will arrive here about midnight on 
her way to Nenana.  I have turned a Salary 
Voucher for the $517.90 into Morrison's Store & 
they gave me $100. in cash & a check for the 
balance, which will carry me through to the coast. 
Sent telegram to Leroy Tozier, Fairbanks, asking 
him to come to Nenana & one to Ms. M.J. Cooney, 
Nenana, reserving rooms & advising time of my 
arrival. 
Have also promised Capt. Colderhead, who 

resides here on the Hot Springs farm, to appoint 
his son either to West Point or Annapolis as he 
may choose- 
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-5th – 
Left Hot Springs last night at midnight - caught the 
Tanana at the front bank landing - and we are now 
on the River - upstream. 

-6th  
Reached Nenana this morning at 8 a.m. - Debbie & 
Lucille were at the wharf to meet me. It is my first 
sight of Nenana since the U.S. has started the 
town & I am greatly interested in it.  There is the 
Govt. Ry Plant, sawmill, shops, residences, stores 
etc. the N.C. & other stores - a well laid out 
townsite in the low valley on the south side of the 
Tanana, and the railroad extending southerly 
toward the hills.  This afternoon we went out to the 
end of the back about 12 mi. 
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to see the work. 25 mi. of the completed road along 
the riverbank is - built by Riggs - has to be 
abandoned - it is below the bed of the Nenana river 
& that stream now overflows it & washes it out - it 
is utterly destroyed - probably a Million Dollars loss 
- etc.  I am greatly surprised to find 'Billy' Ryan, 
formerly of Tacoma and Dawson - now in the 
employ of Sec. of Int. Lane, here experting & 
investigating!! 

-7th – 
We are at the Cooney Hotel - Went out on the 
abandoned Ry. line today on special train with 
Browne Supt. of Construction, Ryan & others - its 
ruin is evident & the change of Route seems to be  
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justified. 
Speech tonight the Coliseum Picture Theater - a 
crowded house - 400-500 enthusiastic friends & I 
was quite satisfied with the evening. 

-8th  
Sunday - My friends insist on a second speech 
tonight at the Union Hall & I have consented.  The 
coliseum was so overcrowded that a great number 



could not get in & the Ry. officials are to run an 
extra in from the front work with the Ry. men for 
tonight. 

Big meeting in Union hall - crowded & 
enthusiastic reception. Made a good speech and 
am much delighted over the prospects here. 
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-9th – 
I have telegraphed Ray - Fairbanks to give notice 
of meeting there on Thursday evening & I will go 
there on Launch - up Tanana tomorrow morning.  
Things look good in Nenana and along the line of 
Ry. Of course the Demo. Federal brigade is 
fighting me under the charge of the N.C. Co & 
White Pass officials - but I have made the fight a 
public one & think I will beat them sure in this 
vicinity - where they beat me 2 years ago.  Am 
visiting around a talking with my friend The Ry. 
officials here are very friendly & giving me a square 
deal 
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-10th  - 
Left Nenana this morning on the launch “Victory,” 
Capt. Fred. Douse.  There are 8 aboard including 
Debbie, Lucille, & I.  Saw a lynx swimming the 
river.  Took us 8 hours to get to Fairbanks - 4 
oclock.  Ray & several of my friends met us & we 
went home - it was fixed up clean & warm. 

-11th – 
Visited College site - the first building is being 
erected - a three story building - lower story is a 
concrete basement. 
Visiting around & renewing my acquaintance with 
the people of Fairbanks. 
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-12- 
Left town this morning on the Fairbanks Creek 
stage. Stopped at Fox, Gilmore & Discovery on 
Fairbanks Creek. Saw many miners & talked with 
my friends generally. 

-13th – 
Doing politics - preparing my speech for tomorrow 
night. 

-14th – 
Made my Fairbanks speech tonight at the 
Auditorium Theater - about 800 people present - a 
large & enthusiastic audience.  Supt. Browne & 
wife & W.A. Ryan & wife from Nenana 
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came up & attended my meeting.  Judge Pratt & 
Collins - also Ross, on the stage.  Leroy Tozier, the 
Chairman of the Rep. Club presided.  It was a fine 
meeting & I am very greatly pleased at the 
attendance. 

-15- 
The “Fairbanks Citizen” J.H. Caskey, Ed. roasted 
me viciously in his issue this morning.  No point to 
it - just a roast. 

Went out on the Goldstream branch of the Ry. 



today on the speeder - just to look - see.  Not very 
promising - My friends are furious at the attack of 
Caskey in the “Citizen” 
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-16- 
We left Fairbanks on the auto-stage at 1 oclock 
p.m. today for the coast.  Mrs. Peoples, Mrs. W- & 
I.  Reached Richardson - 72 miles - for the night. 

-17- 
On the trail today we saw a porcupine in the road & 
up near the Rapids a bear ran across ahead of the 
auto.  We crossed the mountains & tonight we are 
at the Paxsons Roadhouse, on the Gulkana river - 
below the Summit Lake. 

-18- 
From Paxsons to Sour Dough - Rainy & muddy. 
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-19th – 
Sour Dough to Chitina.  Dinner at Copper Center. 
Saw Blix & he “explained” how I only got one vote 
at the recent primaries here - & that one cast by a 
soldier.  It was a trade with Donohoe to keep the 
postoffice in Blix's building!! 

-20th – 
Made a speech in A.B. Hall Chitina, tonight - good 
crowd. 

-21- 
Down to Cordova, C.R. & N.W. Ry.  Mrs. W & Mrs. 
Peoples at the “Windsor” - I took a room at the 
“Alaska” on account of able to see men - my 
friends. Rainy - no speech here. 
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-22 
Spent the day doing politics with my friends - 
writing letters etc. Find many good friends here & 
conditions look good. 

-23- 
Left Cordova on SS. “Alaska” early this morning. 
Find a new “Alaska Commission” on board this 
boat - appointed by Sec. Interior Lane to 
investigate conditions along the Govt. Ry. & to 
suggest ways & means to keep it alive!  It is a 
Southern Pacific Ry bunch & I see no hope in it. 
They look at me in an unfriendly way.  McCormack, 
V.P. So. Pac. is chairman.  Reached Valdez early 
in 
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afternoon & spent two hours in town - met many 
friends, and promised to come back & make an 
address if possible. 
Have met McCormack of the Ry. Com. - just a 
friendly talk. 

-24- 
Our boat has been at Latouche Copper Mine all 
day - visited the mines etc. & met my friends.  This 
is a “Guggy” place and Sulzer is strong here - still I 
have many assurances of support. 

-25- 
We are at the “Seward” Hotel kept by Mrs. McNeilly 



one of our old Tacoma friends - visiting my political 
friends - speaking tomorrow night. 
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-26- 
Am to speak tonight at the Liberty Theater.  
Later.  Good meeting at the Liberty theater - Mrs. 
McNeer played the piano, Ed. Whittemore 
presided.  L.L. James spoke for local candidates 
for the Legislature & Rd. Com.  Then I spoke 2 
hours on Alaskan issues - not much enthusiasm, 
but I hope for good results. 

-27- 
The Local Newspaper - the Seward Gateway - 
made a fair statement of my speech - for it.  The 
telegraph news is that the “Victoria” will be in 
tonight with 
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Gov. Riggs aboard.  I sent out a vigorous protest 
from Cordova, by telegraph, to sec. Lane, against 
Riggs traveling over the territory doing a political 
campaign for Sulzer, & I roasted him in my speech 
here for his activities in that way. 
Midnight. Riggs came in on Victoria & we left 

Seward at 2 a.m. on the “Admiral Sahley” for 
Anchorage.  Found it would take too much time to 
wait for the railroad to be put in final shape to take 
us to Anchorage - bad track - too new. 
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-28th – 
The Admiral Sahley reached Seldovia this 
afternoon early & I had two hours there - I visited 
everybody in town - my friends Jack Tansy, Shorty 
Stoffer, Markles & dozens of others.  Shorty runs a 
mens room - light drinks, pool tables, etc. and his is 
the most popular place in Seldovia.   
I understand why he was popular at last election & 
he and my friends assure me I will get a large 
majority of all the votes here. 

29th  
Reached Anchorage - met 
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at the dock by enthusiastic friends - go to the 
“Anchorage Hotel.”  Am visiting friends - Dr. Boyle 
has charge of my campaign here - the Times & 
staff assisting. 

-30th - 
Doing politics around town today - meeting many 
friends from surrounding country - men who just 
happen to be in town - fishermen, miners, farmers 
etc. 
Held my first public meeting at Anchorage - the 
“Empress Theater” - tonight at 8 oclock.  The 
house was crowded - 800 people present & I made 
the best speech of my campaign.  I was greatly 
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30 
pleased at my reception & my audience seemed 
pleased at my address - so it was a very 



satisfactory occasion.  My friends all think it was a 
successful effort & did much good. The Times is 
gathering some of it for publication. I am pleased 
with the meeting. 

-Octo 1st – 
The times has a big story about my speech last 
night & my friends are delighted. I am confident 
that it did much good - it mollified the Eng. Com. 
who were afraid I would attack their railroad work - 
for really they deserve 
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an excoriation – the railroad is being greatly hurt & 
the development of Alaska retarded by 
incompetency & waste but I strongly urged my 
hearers to stand by and aid in finishing the road & 
to waste no time on criticisms.  That course 
relieved the officials and binds them over to keep 
the peace - publicly - though privately they are for 
Sulzer. 

-Octo 2 – 
[clipping] 

RECEPTION. 
 In honor of Mrs. James Wickersham, visiting here, 
the members of the Anchorage Woman's club will 
entertain at 3 oclock tomorrow afternoon in the 
auditorium of the public school.  The informal affair 
will be in the nature of a reception to which the 
ladies of Anchorage are cordially invited to attend. 
 
Started campaign along the Ry today 
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[clipping] 

JUDGE WICKERSHAM 
OFF TO CHICKALOON 

ALASKA'S DELEGATE MAKES 
CAMPAIGN TRIP OVER THE 
GOVERNMENT RAILROAD. 

Judge James Wickersham left on the morning 
train for a whirl wind campaign up the line. He will 
visit Matanuska, Palmer, Eska and Chickaloon 
while on this trip. Through the courtesy of Sumner 
Smith arrangements have been made to hold a 
meeting at Chickaloon tonight when Judge 
Wickersham will address the miners and 
government employees.  He will spend a few hours 
at Eska on the same mission and return to 
Anchorage Friday afternoon. Friday night Judge 
Wickersham will talk to his old tillicum friends at the 
Pioneer had and the Public is invited to be present.  
John Frame, of the local exemption board, and a 
lifelong friend of Judge Wickersham, accompanied 
him on the trip. 
 
Fine trip out to Matanuska & then to Eska and 
Chickaloon  At this latter place I held a fine meeting 
in the bunkhouse attended by everybody in camp 



except those at work.  Sumner Smith, in charge for 
the Bureau of mines, presided, 
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but is for Sulzer!  Staid all night with Carlson, an 
old Juneau friend who is running a road house. Am 
greatly pleased with the outward appearances at 
Eska & Chickaloon - no mines of great value, yet 
opened, but work is progressing & I hope we will 
not be disappointed 
A fine day - a good railroad to this point. new. 
 
[clipping] 
 

INITIAL TRIP 
OVER NEW LINE 

PASSENGER TRAIN LEAVES AN- 
CHORAGE FOR SEWARD NEXT 

SATURDAY MORNING. 
The first passenger train out of Anchorage for 
Seward will be run next Saturday morning, leaving 
the depot at 9 o’clock. Officials declare the running 
will be in the neighborhood of eight hours, barring 
accidents.  The first freight train will also leave 
Anchorage for Seward on the same day.  A regular 
running schedule will be announced later and it is 
understood that the schedule will be so arranged 
as to connect with steamers at Seward for the 
outside passage. 
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-Oct. 3 
Back over Railroad from Chickaloon.  Stopped few 
minutes at Palmer, Eska, Matanuska etc. and 
visited the people near the depots.  Things look 
good - politically along the road. 
This afternoon I visited the shops, offices, & the 
new work on Coal bankers on be water front, - in 
company with Wm Gerig, Supt. & was pleased with 
what I saw 

-Octo 4th  
Am visiting round town etc and getting ready to go 
over to Seward tomorrow on the first regular train 
to go over the line! 
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Am visiting round town etc and getting ready to go 
over to Seward tomorrow on the first regular train 
to go over the line! 
 
[clipping] 

WILL SPEAK TO PIONEERS. 
Judge James Wickersham and Mrs. Wickersham 

will be the guests of Igloo No. 15 at Pioneer hall 
tonight.  The ladies’ auxiliary will assist in the 
entertainment.  Judge Wickersham will make an 
address to which the public is invited.  Speaking 
starts at 9 and the public is asked not to assemble 
prior to that hour on account of regular lodge work. 



 
Had a fine visit with the Pioneers tonight - spoke 
for an hour on Alaska books - historical statement, 
which seemed to interest the old sourdoughs very 
much. 

Octo 5th  
We left Anchorage this morning at 9 oclock on the 
first through train to carry passengers and freight 
from Anchorage to Seward - Trip was good to Birds 
Point - halfway - Here we were required to leave 
the passenger car & to ride in 
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Turnagain Arm Bore! 

a small freight caboose, Mrs. W- called it a “Pig”, - 
too small to hold the crowd - & here, too the track 
was not finished - rough uneven and the train 
jumped the track 5 or 6 times during the afternoon.  
About 6 oclock in the evening we had dinner at 
Kern Creek & later started on - we had all sorts of 
delays etc. & did not reach Seward till 7 oclock, in 
the morning of the 6th.  It was an experience - a 
bad one - At Mile 54 out of Seward a private car – 
Weir, Supt. Div. was hitched on but he was too 
selfish & small to let anyone ride in it & many stood 
up all night while his chairs were unoccupied. 
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Oct 6th  
Rainy Sunday in Seward, waiting for the Alameda.  
Have learned here that Sulzer was on the Alameda 
to Anchorage - so he will make his campaign just 
behind me.  Expect the boat in some time later 
tonight. 

-7th – 
The Alameda in late this morning & we stopped at 
LaTouche during the day - into Port Nellie Juan at 
dinner time tonight.  A stormy day - I have some 
good friends at the Gugg. mining camp at 
LaTouche. 
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-8th – 
At Valdes during the night & reached Cordova at 
noon.  My friends have secured the Empress 
Theater. Capt. Lathrop's for a meeting tonight for 
the Alameda will be here all night loading ore.   
Spent the afternoon doing politics - visiting around 
town etc. & spoke to a crowded house at 8 oclock - 
Condition good & audience very friendly.  Roth, 
U.S. Dist. Atty from Fairbanks here to go on the 
Alameda to S.E. Alaska to campaign for Sulzer.  
The papers announced that Dan Sutherland will 
challenge him to a joint debate - there. 
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-9th – 
We left Cordova at 9 oclock this morning for 
Seattle. 

-10th – 
At Sea - the waves are high & many sea sick. 

-11th – 
Same. 



-12- 
Same. 

-13th – 
Sunday.  Entered Straits this forenoon - very foggy 
- slow Seattle late this evening.  Went to Frye Hotel 
- Mrs. Peoples to the Washington. 

-14- 
Visiting with friends - arranging money matters etc. 
The Post-Intelligencer this morning. 
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[clipping] 

ALASKA WANTS 
VERTERANS OF WAR 

Judge Wickersham Says Nothing 
Will be Too Good for  Re- 

turned Soldiers. 
“After the war nothing will be too good for the 

returned American soldier in Alaska,” said Judge 
James Wickersham, pioneer congressional 
delegate from the Northern territory, who is a guest 
at the Frye, yesterday.  “The boys who have made 
the world safe for democracy will find the most 
hospitable people on earth in America's newest 
frontier.  They will find warm hearts to greet them 
and help them to secure a prosperous, peaceful 
and independent life.” 

Mr. Wickersham declares that he is in favor of 
passing national laws giving prior rights in Alaska 
to returned soldiers and sailors.  Such legislation 
has been passed, he says, in various Canadian 
provinces and in Australia. The men who have 
made victory for human rights possible should get 
the best that Alaska has to offer,” he says.   

“The majority of them will want to follow the 
frontier,” he says. ‘The rugged, manly, self-reliant 
life of the great North will offer an irresistible appeal 
to them.  They should be given the opportunity to 
unlock the great natural wealth and boundless 
resources of that Territory.” 

Soon after peace comes Alaska will begin to 
develop and prosper with leaps and bounds, he 
believes.  The first thing will be to finish the 
government railroad, opening the rich agricultural, 
coal and mineral resources of the interior. 

“Ask any former Alaskan if he is ever going North 
again and he will quickly reply that he will return as 
soon as times get better up there,” he declared.  
“When unusual conditions resulting from the war 
begin to disappear in the states thousands of 
Alaskans will return to the land of the Yukon.” 

Judge Wickersham has been spending the past 
three months campaigning Alaska in the interest of 
his candidacy for election as delegate on the 
Republican ticket.  As the result of a close election 
two years ago C.A. Sulzer, Democrat, was given 
the certificate of election and was seated.  



Wickersham claimed the election by a majority of 
thirty-one votes and contested the election.  His 
contest was recently decided in his favor in 
Washington, but the report has not yet been filed 
and adopted. 

The candidate has spent the past three months 
campaigning along the Yukon river, interior Alaska 
and coast ports of Southwestern Alaska.  In order 
to reach Juneau and other Southeastern cities he 
found that he could save time by coming to Seattle.  
He sails for Juneau by the next steamer. 

Judge Wickersham is a pioneer of the Klondike 
rush and is the founder of the town of Fairbanks.  
When the new diggings were discovered in that 
district he was the federal judge for that district and 
established the seat of district government at what 
is now the city of Fairbanks, naming the town after 
the then vice president of the United States. 
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-15- 
Seymour Narrows - a beautiful fall day 

-16- 
Millbank Sound – fine day 

-17- 
This morning coming into Ketchikan. Rheinhold 
Frederick Roth, from Fairbanks, on the Humboldt 
going to Ketchikan to work for Sulzer.  I sent a 
strong telegram of protest against his pernicious 
political activity to Senators Poindexter & Jones & 
asked them to protest to the Atty Genl - Will give 
him all the trouble I can - anyway - a good base for 
fighting him later! 
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-18th – 
Visiting around town.  The “Spokane” came in from 
Juneau this evening late with Ed. C. Russell, Rep. 
candidate for Ter. Senator & Grover C. Winn Rep. 
candidate for Legislature.  The Democrats hired 
the only available hall for tonight - so we are not to 
talk but will wait till tomorrow night. 
Tonight Roth & Morrisey (the latter Sulzers 
secretary) talked & vilified & abused me by the 
hour. Roth called up the told Tacoma scandal and 
paraded it - also called me all the names he could 
think about - it was a regular mudsling campaign!! 

Diary 30, 1918 
October 19 

-19th – 
Visited all the business houses today with Forest J. 
Hunt, interviewing citizens etc. 

We had a big meeting tonight at the Redmens 
Hall - Russell roasted Britt, his opponent for 
Senator for disloyalty - I spoke for 2 hours - at the 
end.   While I was talking Morrisey, Sulzers 
secretary interrupted me & denounced me for 
saying he was not in the Army - though able & 
capable we had a hot argument in which I got the 
best of it - the audience cheered me & he 
retired very badly beaten & crestfallen - I 
denounced both him & Sulzer as “slackers,” the 



house applauded. 

Diary 30, 1918 
October 20 

-20th – 
There is much favorable comment around town 
today on my speech last night - evidently made a 
good impression and feel sure now of carrying 
Ketchikan by a good majority. 

Tonight had a long private talk with Hickman and 
we agreed to work together in an endeavor to bring 
about compromise and settlement of the Alaska 
fisheries legislation on such terms as 1st to protect 
the fisheries from extinction, 2. to treat all interests 
fairly - etc. 
Meeting tonight in public pool Hall - talked Sulzer 
Fishery Bill - fine meeting & much pleased with my 
reception by the fishermen present. 

Diary 30, 1918 
October 21 

21 
[clipping] 

THE DAILY PROGRESSIVE-M 
Ketchikan, Alaska, October 1, 1918 

 
REPUBLICAN RALLY 
SATURDAY EVENING 

The Republican Rally held at the Dream Theatre, 
in Red Men’s Hall last Saturday evening, was the 
greatest political event of the season, thus far in 
Ketchikan, although the night was very stormy the 
hall was crowded to capacity with an enthusiastic 
audience.  Preliminary to the speaking the first part 
of a five-part picture was thrown on the screen, 
after which Mayor Wakefield the rostrum with the 
speakers of the evening.  He first introduced Ed. C. 
Russell, candidate for Territorial Senator, who 
delivered a very telling and interesting address in 
which he first informed the audience that the pass-
word of the Gastineau Channel Shrine of 
Democracy was “LIAR,” hence the democrats who 
had not been duly initiated at Juneau had no right 
to use the word; that he had understood that some 
one in this locality had made use of the expression, 
thus violating a most sacred usage of the 
democracy of Southeastern Alaska, as none 
possesses that right except those of the Gastineau 
Order.  His principal remarks were directed to a 
convincing showing of the unpatriotic attitude of 
Wm. Britt, his opponent, which lost him his position 
as Norwegian Consul.  Mr. Russell’s speech was 
well received. 
Mr. Grover C. Winn, candidate for the House, was 
then introduced by the Mayor, who at once gained 
favor with the audience by informing them that he 
was the humorist of the party that he was making 
no promises, but that if elected this time he would 
promise to be a candidate to succeed himself to 
enable them to reject him or approve his acts. 
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October 21 

21 
[clipping continued] 

Judge Wickersham was then introduced and 
made the best political speech ever delivered in 
Ketchikan; ably discussing the questions at issue 
without personal abuse of his opponent, and only 
referring to him in measures connected with his 
public duties in Congress.  He opened with a most 
inspiring patriotic address, analyzing and 
dissecting the Transportation measure passed 
during Mr. Sulzer's incumbency which thru his 
neglect, discriminated against Alaska.  He also 
spoke at length, describing the iniquities of the 
Sulzer Fish bill.  Judge Wickersham paid his 
attentions to the Slackers, gave glowing tribute to 
President Wilson and closed amid most 
enthusiastic applause. 
This section will go strong for Delegate 
Wickersham and the entire republican ticket, says 
Mr. Forest J. Hunt. 

Octo. 21st 
There seems much interest in my speech at 
Redmen's Hall - my friends are pleased.  Meeting 
tonight at the Heath Store - Charcoal Point 
Ketchikan - good meeting & I leave Ketchikan at 
midnight on the gasoline launch “Francis R” for 
Wrangell and Petersburg. 

Diary 30, 1918 
October 22-23 

Oct 22. 
We arrived at Wrangell today at noon & visited the 
business houses and tonight we held a fine 
meeting at the Hall - It was a great meeting for 
Wrangell & we seem to be in fine favor here. 

-23- 
We left Wrangell last night at midnight and arrived 
at Petersburg this morning - on the “Francis R” a 
small gasoline launch.  We had a good meeting 
tonight at Sons of Norway Hall quite a success - 
things here in good condition. 

Diary 30, 1918 
October 24-26 

-24th – 
We left Petersburg this noon on the “San Juan”.  
Ran into the harbor of Windham Bay for the night. 

-25th – 
Very stormy day & wind & storm from north - we 
had to run into Taku Harbor for tonight - we cannot 
cross Taku Inlet – Windy. 

-26th – 
Storm raging & we tried to go out across Taku Inlet 
but were forced to turn back.  Capt. & Mrs. Ahnes, 
in charge of the Libby McNeal & Libby cannery 
invited us to dinner.  Last night after dinner, we 
hold a meeting in the mess house. 

Diary 30, 1918 
October 26 

26 
I made a patriotic address. Russell talked Indians, 
Sid Jacob, commercial traveler told stories. Winn 
made a short speech - we danced etc. and had a 
fine evening.  Capt. Ahnes gave us a bed - Tonight 



Walker, U.S. Fishery Agent, came into the harbor 
on the “Osprey.” 
A late boat from Juneau this afternoon brings the 
news that the “Princess Sophia” coming from 
Skagway struck the Vanderbilt Reef, Thursday 
morning & last night sank off the rocks in a dreadful 
storm - with a loss of all aboard = 260 passengers 
70 crew!! 

Diary 30, 1918 
October 27 

-27th – 
This morning we left Taku Harbor in the U.S. 
Bureau of Fisheries boat “Osprey” & crossed Taku 
Inlet safely although the waves were high and 
dangerous - Arrived in Juneau at noon - the report 
about the loss of the Princess Sophia in Lynn 
Canal is true - 346 lost - everybody on board.  
There are many from the interior - from Ruby, 
Fairbanks & other places - many of whom I knew & 
saw in August - Baggerlys & Jackstroms & others 
from Ruby etc.  It is an appalling disaster – the 
worst Alaska has ever met & has cast a gloom over 
Juneau.  Am at the Gastineau Hotel - tired & worn 
out. 

Diary 30, 1918 
October 28-29 

-28th – 
Sent telegram to Fairbanks about wreck - giving 
some names and offered to render any assistance 
possible. 
Went over to Treadwell & called on Fred. Bradley, 
Genl. Mgr. Long talk about Alaska mining 
conditions etc. 

-29- 
Am disappointed to find that it is necessary to 
quarantine Juneau - Valentine, mayor, today 
issued order closing all halls churches, shows, 
theaters etc. which makes it impossible for me to 
speak in Juneau in this campaign so I have started 
up the plan of visiting people in business places. 

Diary 30, 1918 
October 30 

-30th – 
Visiting business house today in company with Ed. 
C. Russell, candidate for the Legislature.   
Was at dinner with Mr. & Mrs. Dan Sutherland at 
their home on the Hill. 
Had a conference with a Committee of the Labor 
Union at their Hall tonight.  After a full discussion of 
the Sulzer Fishery Bill the Committee decided to 
start a fight against the bill & its author - if it is 
carefully managed it can be made an effective 
weapon against him & I shall assist in pushing it 
along the right lines. 

Diary 30, 1918 
October 31 

-31st – 
Visiting my friends & talking politics. 

Tonight I was invited to attend a Committee 
meeting at the Labor Hall - a dozen probably came 
into the hall before we got through - The town 
marshal came & ordered us to disperse which we 
did - on going to the Hotel I found twice as many 
men congregated in the office as there were in the 



room when the police came. 
Telegram tonight from Ketchikan says that Paul 
Stanhope Newspaperman friend, died at 
Ketchikan. I am afraid from influenza! 

Diary 30, 1918 
November 1 

Nov. 1 
The “Empire,” Sulzers newspaper contains a 
sensational attack on me on account of last nights 
meeting with the Labor Committee.  I am satisfied 
with it - it will do me more good than harm so I shall 
not answer it - I am told the officers of the union will 
do so. 
Was invited to the home of J.B. Marshall - met the 
Rev. Condit, Rev. Bruce, Rev. McQueen & Rev. 
Wagner.  We discussed the attempt of Sulzer & 
Troy to destroy the prohibition law - the Fisheries 
bill etc.  I think they will unitedly do work for me - 
they supported Sulzer two years ago. 

Diary 30, 1918 
November 2 

Nov 2, 1918. 
Spent the day in sending out a nicely written letter 
to every voter in Juneau, saying that as I am not 
permitted by quarantine regulations to speak to 
them I wish them to come out on election day & 
support me etc.  A personal letter to my friends & I 
think it will do good. 
The Petersburg people seem to resent Roth's bitter 
attacks - they business men denounce him in 
advertisements etc.  Things in Juneau look good - 
Sent out telegrams tonight to all parts of the 
Territory.  Dan Sutherland signed them. 
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November 3 

-3rd – 
Sunday – 
Dan Sutherland and R.F. Roth had a fight on the 
street today. They met and quarreled, whereupon 
Roth struck Dan - who then had his young child in 
his arms - he quickly put the child on the ground& 
knocked Roth down - when Roth rose he was 
knocked down the second & third time.  Dan then 
caught him by the foot and dragged him in the 
street - friends came to Roths aid and rescued him. 
Sending many telegrams –  
Dinner at Judge Cobbs – 
Sutherland present. 

Diary 30, 1918 
November 4 

-4th – 
The campaign is now closed - Things here look 
favorable and I really hope to carry Juneau - but 
may not.  Certainly it is in much better shape for 
me than two years ago. Telegrams from all over 
the Territory give me renewed confidence of 
success.  A great many people here in Juneau who 
voted for Sulzer 2 years ago will vote for me this 
year - but the exodus of people from the Territory 
makes the situation so doubtful that but little basis 
for judgment is to indulged.  Tomorrow is election 
day! 



Diary 30, 1918 
November 5 

Nov 5, 1918 
Election Day! 
Election today passed off quietly - Two years ago 
this 1st Division gave Sulzer 860 majority - Juneau 
gave him about 300 majority.  Today I carry three 
precincts in Juneau and he one, but he has a 
majority in the town of 43 votes!  He carried 
Skagway, Thane, & Sitka while I carry Petersburg - 
Wrangell & Ketchikan.  It looks tonight as if I may 
carry the Division by a very few votes - or he may! 
A very bad rainy day. 
It is a bad blow to the Federal Machine - the less of 
their majority in this Division. 

Diary 30, 1918 
November 6 

-6th – 
Nothing new from Interior points - just enough to 
make it quite certain that the other Divisions are 
close - that it may take the official count to tell who 
is elected.  May get more news later - but now its 
close. 

The Republican legislative ticket is defeated in 
this Division  Sulzer will probably beat me in this 
Division a few votes. 

Telegraphic dispatches say Republicans have 
won a victory in the Nation.  Have secured my 
ticket on the boat & will go south tomorrow. 
Later: Nome -  Wick    219,  

Sulzer    81 
 138 

Candle my majority     6 
 Majority in both-144 

Diary 30, 1918 
November 6 

6 
[clipping] 

FIRST DIVISION IS CLOSE 
WITH WICKERHSAM LEADING 

Wickersham Overcomes Majority of 800 Against 
Him Here 

at last Election,  and Now Leads,  With but Few 
Returns Yet to Come. 

WILLIAM BRITT LEADS IN THE SENATORSHIP 
RACE 

Probably Representatives in the House Will be 
White, Sowerby 

and Davies, and Either McCormick or Casey, with 
Chances Favoring McCormick. 

The present returns form the First Division, as 
shown by the table published in this issue, show 
Judge Wickersham to have received 188 votes, 
while his opponent has 1149.  At the last election 
Sulzer carried the Division by 800, and the verdict 
thus far received is accepted as a decided victory 
for Judge Wickersham. 

Beyond these returns, Anchorage reports 248 
votes for Sulzer, with 384 for Wickersham, a 
plurality of 136, there having been also 37 votes for 
Conally, Socialist. 

The precincts on the government railroad in the 



vicinity of Anchorage, however, give a majority to 
Sulzer.  These precincts, reported from Anchorage, 
consist of Chickaloon, Moose Creek, Matanuska, 
Wasilla, Girdwood, Talkeetna and Eska Creek, and 
their combined vote is:  Conally 13,  Sulzer 150, 
Wickersham 99. 

The vote from the remaining precincts of the First 
Division is expected to add to the strength of the 
Republican ticket, so that Judge Wickersham is 
likely to receive here a majority of at least 100. 

Incomplete returns from Fairbanks and a few 
neighboring precincts show Judge Wickersham in 
the lead there by 60 votes, with many precincts yet 
to be heard from. 
The contest for Senator in this Division can not be 
definitely determined until the last vote is counted, 
and whether Casey or McCormack will hold a seat 
in the next Legislature is also a very close 
question. 

Diary 30, 1918 
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6 
[clipping – precinct results for Southeast Alaska] 
 
[clipping] 

GASTINEAU CHANNEL'S LIGHT VOTE. 
{Ed. from Juneau Empire} 

The vote of Gastineau Channel yesterday was 
the lightest that has been cast for many years. The 
inclement weather, the influenza and many other 
things prevented many voters from reaching the 
polls.  Then the election came when many 
Juneauites were in the States.  More than 150 
Sulzer votes that are yet residents here were on 
the lists of the workers as “out of the city.”    Most 
of these were in the states.  Juneau should have 
cast 1,000 to 1,200 votes yesterday instead of less 
than 800.  The city has lost many votes, it is true, 
but that many should have been cast, and the loss 
was largely that of Delegate Sulzer. 

Delegate Sulzer has gained instead of losing 
during the last two years.  His majority here would 
have been equal to that of two years ago had 
weather conditions been as favorable, and the 
people been here, in spite of the fact that it is 
conceded that 75 per cent of the hundreds who 
went away to war would have been for him if they 
had had votes. 

What is true of Juneau is also true of Douglas 
Island and other nearby precincts. 

However, it will not always be thus.  Juneau’s 
day is coming again, and two years hence this city 
will probably cast more votes than she has ever 
cast. 
 
2 years ago Sulzer had 300 majority in Juneau! 
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[clipping] 
 

SULZER TO HAVE 
SMALL LEAD IN 
4TH DIVISION 

Democrats Elect Divisional 
Ticket in Yukon Coun- 

try by Safe Ma- 
jorities. 

FAIRBANKS, Nov. 6.-- Wickersham is leading 
this Division by 54, with the Forty-mile country, 
Koyukuk, Kuskokwim and Ophir and Tacotna 
sections yet to be heard from.  

It is believed that Sulzer will win out in this 
Division when all of the returns are in. 

Luther C. Hess, Democrat, for Senator, has been 
elected sure, with George W. Pennington and A.J. 
Nordale and John W. Dunn, Democrats, for 
Representative.  Earnest B. Collins, former 
Speaker, Republican, feels sure he is elected.  
Robert Sheldon, Democrat, has been elected Road 
Commissioner. 

The un-reported precincts were strong for Sulzer 
in 1916.  Wickersham carried Fairbanks by 44 
votes, against 161 in 1916. 

 
NO RETURNS FROM 
SECOND AND THIRD 
DIVISIONS RECEIVED 

Notwithstanding that The Empire had asked for the 
returns as quickly as possible from the Second and 
Third Divisions, none had been received at 3 
o’clock. 
 
I spent the evening with Valentine, LeFevre, Tom 
Ashby.  Left Juneau at midnight on the freighter 
“Catherine D,” for Seattle. 
 

Diary 30, 1918 
November 7-9 

-7th – 
Our boat came into Petersburg this afternoon and 
we are loading aero-plane spruce timber for 
Seattle- the boat loaded with canned salmon 
before reaching Juneau.  I have a fine suite of 
rooms - the official suite on the upper deck and am 
very comfortable - & just resting after a campaign 
from July over the whole Territory. No News. 

-8th – 
We laid at the Petersburg wharf all night - this 
morning in Scow Bay - tonight en route to 
Ketchikan - nothing new 

-9- 
Ketchikan this morning early - Nothing New 

Diary 30, 1918 
November 10-11 

-10- 
Head winds - a “south-easter” retards our speed 
make walking on deck uncomfortable.  Crossed 



Queen Charlottes Sd. this afternoon late. No news. 
-11th – 

Telegram - wireless - this morning says the war is 
ended - peace is declared - the Germans quit - 
unconditional surrender, & that a Revolution is on 
in Germany - See telegram on next page. 
Also learn from passengers that Sulzer carried 
Sulzer precinct by 38 votes to my 2 - Two years 
ago it was 72 to 2! a loss to him of 34 votes! 

Diary 30, 1918 
November 11 

11 
[telegram] 
San Francisco Cal 10th  
Govt All Ships 
 
World war will end monday morning six oclock 
Washington time eleven oclock Paris time, German 
representatives signed armistice five oclock 
Monday morning Paris time effective eleven 
oclock, terms wont be announced until later. 

Associated Press 
 
Telegram received on board “Catherine D.” in Gulf 
of Georgia Early Monday Morning, Nov 11, 1918. 
 
Wind blowing a gale in teeth of our boat – slow 
time. 

Diary 30, 1918 
November 12-14 

-12th – 
Seattle this morning - Found Debbie at the Hotel in 
good health. The “Influenza” has been malignant - 
many deaths but it seems dying down.  Nothing 
new from Alaska Election. 

-13- 
Influenza from the SS Victoria bad - several Nome 
passengers have died & others beyond recovery 

-14- 
Crowds of Alaska people here - 22 persons from 
the passengers of “Victoria” from Nome dead. 
Went over Tacoma & found all my books in the 

State Hist. Rooms OK. 
Diary 30, 1918 
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14 
[clipping] 
 

WICKERSHAM LEADS. 
Has 44 Over Sulzer on Nearly Com- 

plete Returns. 
 
JUNEAU, Alaska, Nov. 11.-- James Wickersham, 
Republican and first territorial delegate from Alaska 
to congress, apparently has been elected over 
Charles A. Sulzer, Democrat and incumbent, on 
the face of nearly complete returns from the recent 
election. 
Figures from the four election divisions reported 
give Sulzer 3,956 and Wickersham 4,000, a lead 
for Wickersham of 44 votes. By divisions the 
unofficial vote reported stands: First, Sulzer 1362, 



Wickersham 1296; second, Sulzer 133, 
Wickersham 277; third, Sulzer 1398, Wickersham 
1293; fourth, Sulzer 1063, Wickersham 1134. 

-15th – 
Made date with Judge Burke, Rhodes, Pres. 
Seattle Cham. Commerce & another for discussion 
of Alaska conditions on Tuesday. 

Debbie & I go to Buckley today to stay over 
Sunday with Mother. 

No News from Election in Alaska - it is close but 
I think I am safe. 

Diary 30, 1918 
November 16-18 

-16th – 
At Enumclaw visiting with Charley Hansen & Jen.  
Mother was up to dinner. 

-17- 
At home with mother. Her new house is very 
comfortable - The papers yesterday say that I was 
ahead of Sulzer 103 votes - but those today say he 
is ahead - 23 votes! 

-18th – 
Back to Seattle: Telegram from Nome says I am 
ahead of Sulzer in 2nd Division 202 majority - 
which gives me a lead - today of 9 votes over the 
figures in yesterdays papers. 

Diary 30, 1918 
November 18-19 

18th continued. 
Dinner tonight with Mr. & Mrs. John P. Hartman at 
the Rainier Club. 

-19- 
Conference with Judge Burke & Corbelay, the Sec. 
Ch. of Com. - but no good result.  I attempted  to 
get them interested in Transportation to Alaska - 
but Corbelay is in sympathy with the Alaska SS Co. 
& wont exude the slightest sympathy for shippers 
of Alaska. 
Dinner with Jack & Mrs. Dalton - Mrs. W- & I. 

Diary 30, 1918 
November 20 

20 
Hearing today on the matter of issuing a permit to a 
cannery of salmon on the Yukon - before Bower - 
of the Bureau of Fisheries, in the Smith Building.  
Large number of Alaskans - Bishop Row & 
Stefansson, the Arctic Explorer presented 
objections & the cannery & N.C. officials appeared 
for the Carlisle Packing Co. the appellant.  At the 
end of the hearing Bower asked me to express an 
opinion as to the desirability of issuing the permit 
and to the surprise of the Cannery Co- I approved 
their application! 

Diary 30, 1918 
November 21 

-21- 
Went over to Tacoma & to Camp Lewis Military 
Hdqts. - Jack & Mrs. Dalton, Debbie & I.  A fine day 
& a very pleasant trip - over the Gravelly Plains of 
old days. 
Wm. Stockonder & wife - friends from Springfield 
who came out to Puget Sound years ago & have 
grown rich visited this evening.  He is now Vice. 
Pres. of the Scandinavian Nat. Bank. He, also, 



urges me to come to Seattle & open a law office & 
promises to give me all the assistance possible - It 
may be - if I am defeated in the Election! 

Diary 30, 1918 
November 21 

21 
[clipping] 
 

WICKERSHAM 103 AHEAD. 
Special to Associated Press. 
JUNEAU, Alaska, Nov. 15.-- Returns from the 
election of November 5 in Alaska for territorial 
delegate to congress are still incomplete, thirty-six 
precincts not having been reported. Figures 
complete for all other precincts now give James 
Wickersham Republican a lead of 103 votes over 
Delegate Charles A. Sulzer, Democrat. 

Figures reported to date are as follows: First 
Division, two precincts missing, Sulzer 1,381, 
Wickersham 1,380; Second division, three 
precincts missing, Wickersham leading by 170; 
Third division, eighteen unreported precincts, 
Sulzer 1,370, Wickersham 1,245; Fourth division, 
thirteen unreported precincts, Sulzer 1,104, 
Wickersham 1,163. 
 

WICKERSHAM IS 
STILL GAINING 

IN THE REGURNS 
Second Division Increases 
Lead of Former Delegate; 

Hope Later Returns 
Will Change It. 

According to the latest election returns Judge 
James Wickersham is leading Delegate Charles A. 
Sulzer by 77 votes in the race for Delegateship, but 
the supporters of the latter are still hopeful that this 
will be changed by unreported precincts. 

Delegate Sulzer leads by 66 in the First Division, 
and this will be increased. 

A late dispatch from the Second Division puts 
Wickersham’s lead there at 17.  It is expected this 
will be reduced. 

In the Third Division Sulzer leads by 105, and the 
Sulzer supporters expect this to be increased. 
In the Fourth Division Wickersham is leading by 

71 votes, and it is expected that this will be 
reduced to 30, if, indeed, it is not entirely wiped 
out. 

Diary 30, 1918 
November 22 

-22nd – 
Hearing today before Bureau of Fisheries in Smith 
Bldg. in the matter of closing the Copper River to 
commercial fishing.  Many cannery men present & 
much interest.  At the close of hearing I was asked 
to make observations & did so- It was a fight by the 
N.W. Fish Co (Guggenheim) against the smaller 
canneries & I spoke in favor of the latter, - to their 
great satisfaction.  Both sides offered me 



employment as attorney - which, of course, I 
refused.  Have made all my financial arrangements 
through the Dexter Horton Nat. Bank – with 
Parsons. 

Diary 30, 1918 
November 23 

-23rd – 
Looks as if I am elected!  Am in the lead now 44 
votes - out of a total of nearly 8000! very close - too 
damned close in fact - but think I will gain. Have 
gained 25 in the Nome division. 

Will attend Arctic Club banquet tonight!  Debbie 
over Tacoma visiting today. 
The Arctic Club entertainment was rather flat - we 
had a formal dinner - I on one side of the Pres. of 
the Club Sulzer on the other!  Then we had a 
smoker and some “bum” vaudeville stunts. Many 
Alaskans present; Senator Jones made some 
patriotic remarks etc. 

Diary 30, 1918 
November 24-25 

-24- 
Sunday - Writing letters & catching up on my 
correspondence  Debbie is back from Tacoma 
where she visited with the Olds - our long time 
friends there.  Congressman Carl Hayden (Now 
Major at Camp Lewis, U.S.A.) took dinner with us 
this evening 
 
[clipping] 

SULZER CLAIMS LEAD IN 
ALASKA DELEGATE VOTE 

Wickersham, However, Is Not 
Giving Up and Sourdoughs 
Have Lots on Which to Bet. 

Charles Sulzer, delegate from Alaska, according 
to dispatches received by him from Juneau, 
Alaska, has been re-elected by thirty-three votes, 
with fifteen precincts still to be heard from. Sulzer 
arrived yesterday from the North and is a guest at 
the Hotel Frye.  Sulzer's opponent, James 
Wickersham, who also is at the Frye, received 
telegrams which indicate that he has been elected 
by forty-one votes. I fence the betting on the 
election is still somewhat uncertain. 

Sulzer said last night that he is very sanguine of 
election.  Wickersham is equally confident, and the 
sourdoughs who are in Seattle for the winter are 
finding considerable excitement in the situation-to 
say nothing of a subject for discussion and 
opportunities to back their opinions. 

That Alaska has been depopulated by the war, 
Sulzer says, is indicated in the election returns.   
A little more than 6,000 votes were cast this year, 
and about 18,000 voters went to the polls two 
years ago. 

Nov. 25th  
Hearings on Alaska Fisheries - nothing much.  
Alaska Bureau Seattle Chamber of Commerce 
asked me to lunch tomorrow - decline.  Bot tickets 



for Wash. D.C. for Thursday. 

Diary 30, 1918 
November 26-27 

Nov. 26th  
More mis-information from Troy & “Empire,” as 
follows. 
 
[clipping] 

WICKERSHAM AND 
SULZER IN CLOSE RACE 

 
JUNEAU, Alaska, Tuesday, Nov. 26. 

-Alaska presents the remarkable situation of the 
same two candidates running for the same office in 
a common-wealth-wide constituency finishing two 
consecutive campaigns so close that the very last 
returns from the remotest precincts will be 
necessary to determine the result.  Eleven 
precincts casting 255 in the last election in the third 
division and one precinct casting nine votes in the 
last election in the fourth have not been heard 
from. 

Conflicting reports have been received from 
Hadley, first division, Bethel, second division and 
Ophir, fourth division, also conflicting reports on the 
footings in the fourth division.  Excluding three 
precincts from which two or more reports have 
been received, but accepting the footings favorable 
to Wickersham in fourth division, Sulzer leads by 
thirty-six.  Accepting reports most favorable to 
Wickersham in all cases, Sulzer leads by eight.  
Accepting most favorable to Sulzer in all cases, the 
latter leads by sixty-eight. 

The missing precincts gave Sulzer sixteen 
plurality the last election, counting votes that were 
excluded because of violation of the Australian 
ballot. Sulzer is running 12 per cent better this year 
than last election in third division, where eleven 
precincts are unreported. 

-27th – 
Busy getting tickets etc. will go to Wash. D.C. 
tomorrow. Sent $2000. Canadian Bonds to my own 
address by U.S. Ex. Co - Nothing new about 
Election. Writing letters to Alaska. 

Diary 30, 1918 
November 28- 
December 1 

-28- 
We left Seattle this morning at 9:45 over the 
Chicago Milwaukee & St Paul Ry. for Washington, 
D.C.  
Sulzer left yesterday for the same place.  
Across Wash. State 

-29- 
Across Montana. 

-30- 
Across South Dakota. 

-Dec 1.- 
We arrived in Chicago at noon and had lunch at 



Congress Hotel; wandered around the streets for 
air; attended a bum movie show, & left City at 5;30 
on the Penn. Ry. for Washington. 

Diary 30, 1918 
December 2-3 

-Dec. 2- 
Arrived in Wash. D.C. at 5 p.m. and went to 
Congress Hall Hotel.  Our room was reserved for 
us and we were delighted to find ourselves back in 
the old home hotel - Debbie is very fond of this 
hotel for many of her friends are here & the life 
here is comfortable - our room & board costs us 
$210. per month! 

-3rd- 
I called on Judge Wilson, of La. Chairman 
Elections Com. No . having my case - he tells me 
he will file his final report today or tomorrow 
Meeting many friends and hope I win out! 

Diary 30, 1918 
December 4 

-4th – 
Judge Wilson, Ch. Com. Elections filed the 
unanimous Report of the committee in the Alaska 
Contest Case today:  I have read it and find it quite 
satisfactory: the Com. finds in my favor on both the 
points  
1. Find that Judge Jennings was wrong in throwing 
out the 6 precincts, and 
2. Find the soldier votes at Ft. Gibbon Fairbanks & 
Eagle were illegal and cast them out. 
The report is full and complete and is well written: it 
gives me an increased majority: the canvassing 
board gave me 31 votes over Sulzer, on the face of 
the Returns, which 
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the Report affirms, and then credits me with 16 
more on account of soldiers illegal vote - thus 
making my majority over Sulzer 47! 

Received a telegram from John B. Marshall, 
Juneau, saying that at present my plurality over 
Sulzer on the whole is 31 - what do you think of 
that?  It looks like a repetition of 2 years ago.  
“Unga gives you plurality eight reducing Sulzers 
plurality third division to 99 only Bristol Bay 
precincts and Kenai unreported Third. No change 
Fourth. Empire admits Sulzers plurality first 69. 
Dime gave Sulzer 26 plurality. Your plurality in 
Territory 
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4 
thirty one.  Empire persistently denies Bethel 
returns.  

John B. Marshall. 
-Dec. 5th – 

[clipping] 
PROCEEDINGS OF CONGRESS 

AND COMMITTEES IN BRIEF 
HOUSE 

Met at noon and adjourned at 4:10 p.m. until 
noon today. 

Opposition of Republican representatives to a bill 



establishing a sanitarium for soldiers at Dawson 
Springs, Ky., at a cost of $1,850,000 caused 
tentative adoption of an amendment locating the 
institution at Amarillo, Tex.  The fight will be 
resumed today, with Republicans seeking to kill the 
measure. 

James Wickersham (Republican) was elected 
Alaskan delegate in 1916 by a plurality of 47 votes 
over Charles A. Sulzer (Democrat), the House 
elections committee formally reported in deciding 
the election contest.  Mr. Sulzer obtained a 
certificate of election after court litigation in 1917 
and since has occupied the seat. 
 
James W- (rep-) was elected Alaskan delegate in 
1916 by a plurality of 47 votes over Charles A. 
Sulzer (Democrat), the House elections committee 
formally reported in deciding the election contest. 
Mr. Sulzer obtained a certificate of election after 
court litigation in 1917 and since has occupied the 
seat. 
 
[clipping] 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wednesday, December 4, 1918. 

The House met at 12 o’clock noon. 
The Journal of the proceedings of yesterday was 

read and approved. 
LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 

Mr. CAMPBELL of Kansas, by unanimous 
consent, was granted leave of absence for one 
week, on account of illness. 

CONTESTED ELECTION CASE-WICKERSHAM 
AGAINST SULZER. 

Mr. WILSON of Louisiana, from the Committee 
on Elections No. 1, presented a privileged report 
from said committee in the contested election case 
of Wickersham v. Sulzer, which was ordered 
printed and to lie on the Speaker’s table. 
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5 
Have obtained printed copies of the report No. 839, 
65th Cong. 3d. Sits. in Alaska Contest, and find 
that the com. found in my favor & recommended 
the expulsion of Sulzer & my admission.   
Called on Majority Leader Kitchin & Minority 
Leader Mann, also Judge Wilson & advised them 
of my presence & readiness to be sworn in as soon 
as the House acts on the Report.  The Report is full 
and correct on all questions except that relating to 
Indians & Russians - there I do not think the Com. 
findings and law are clear or correct. 
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December 6 

-6th – 
No change in Contest Case in House.  Am 
interviewing my friends & getting them advised.  
Recd. telegrams from Nome saying my opponents 
are seeking evidence to contest the Unalaska 



precinct: they must be scared! 
Debbie and I are settled in room 432 Congress Hall 
Hotel. Sulzers are across the street at “George 
Washington Inn”.  At our Hotel are Speaker & Dirs. 
Clark and half a hundred other members of the 
House and at least one Senator (Kirby) & his wife - 
Arkansas.  It is a pleasant place - $210. a month 
for us two board & lodging. 
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December 7-8 

-7th – Sunday. 
Yesterday I consulted both Senators Jones & 
Poindexter, of Wash. about opposing the 
confirmations of Roth & Bunnell - for Dist. Atty & 
Dist. Judge, respectively at Fairbanks Dist.  Today 
we are laying out the facts shown in the Record of 
the Alaska Contest Case to see if there is sufficient 
to justify a fight against them. 

-8th – 
Speaker Clark told me this morning that I would be 
settled today - but nothing was done.   
Sent a copy of the Committee's Report to Gov. 
Strong, now at Fremont Hotel, Los Angeles. 
It's a good well written Report & I wish it was 
adopted! 
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-9th – 
Am informed the House will consider the Report 
Contest Case on Thursday!  I will advise my friends 
& get them there to sustain the Committee. 

-10- 
Nothing new- 

-11th – 
Judge Wilson, of Elections Com. told me today the 
Report would not be considered until next week.  
House is very busy - no time to talk over an 
Election Case. 
Sulzer is moving every string for postponement - 
and is succeeding.  Hope it wont be long, for I am 
tired waiting. 
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-12th – 
[clipping] 

WICKERSHAM WON 
IN 1916 ELECTION 

House Committee Makes Re- 
port, Declaring Sulzer Has 

No Right to Seat 
 
By ASHMUN BROWN. 
 

WASHINGTON, Dec. 4.-- In exactly the form and 
text I described in my dispatch of July 3 last,--the 
house committee on elections, by Chairman 
Wilson, today presented to the house its report 
unseating Charles A. Sulzer as delegate from 
Alaska and declaring James ~l- to have been 
lawfully elected delegate at the election of 1916.  
At the time I sent my dispatch in July it was the 
intention to present the report within a week, but 



that intention was changed at the instance of the 
Democratic party management in order not to 
place Mr. Sulzer, Democratic candidate for office in 
this year's election, in an unfavorable position in 
the campaign against Mr. Wickersham, Republican 
nominee.  In fact, it was asserted in the Alaska 
campaign that the committee had not decided the 
case at all, which statement was untrue. 

Each Draws Full Salary. 
The only effect of the delay, beyond the political 

effect, has been to cause the government to pay 
full salary to two delegates from Alaska for the 
whole time. The procedure now will be for 
Chairman Wilson, of the elections committee, to 
call up the report in the house at his convenience. 
That it will be adopted goes without saying. Mr. 
Sulzer then will be deprived of his seat and Mr. 
Wickersham will take it for the remainder of the 
session. No doubt at that time he will get in touch 
with the sergeant-at-arms! office and draw his 
accumulated back pay and expenses, amounting in 
all to about $15,000.  

The report finds that Mr. Wickersham was 
elected in 1916 by a plurality of 47.  Originally the 
canvassing board gave him only 31 plurality.  
Curiously, Mr. Wickersham received a telegram 
from Juneau today saying he was just 31 votes 
ahead in the count of the November election. 

Offers Two Resolutions.  {31} 
The conclusions of the committee in its report 

follows: 
“Mr. Wickersham had a plurality of the vote as 

returned and canvassed. There has been no 
serious dispute about this fact. A certificate of 
election which was about to issue to him upon the 
completion of the canvas was withheld and 
awarded to the contestee by the judge of a court, 
based upon a construction of law with which your 
committee cannot agree and which was not in 
keeping with precedents established by the house 
of representatives.  For the reasons assigned, your 
committee recommends to the house the option of 
the following resolutions: 

“ ‘1. That Charles A. Sulzer was not elected 
delegate to the house of representatives for the 
territory of Alaska in this congress, and is not 
entitled to retain a seat therein.' 

“ ‘2. That James Wickersham was duly elected 
delegate to the house of representatives from the 
territory of Alaska in this congress and is entitled to 
sit therein.' “ 
 
Nothing new about Contest Report.  Since my 
friend Sulzer the Federal Bunch Begun it  I intend 
to oppose the Confirmation of Roth & Bunnell - 
wont do any good - but will do it anyway! 
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-13th – 
Hon. Merrill Moores, M.C. member of Elections 
Com. Rep- leader - tells me this morning that 
Judge Wilson Chairman, says Sulzer & his friends 
will make a fight on the floor of the House against 
the Report. 
Wilson is parceling the case out to members of the 
Com: He will take the soldier vote - Moores the 
Indian question etc. and he says the Com. will 
make a fight - strong & earnest - in defense of its 
Report.  I shall go to work at once to get others to 
assist them & will put the briefs etc. in the hands of 
the members friendly to me. 
Working on charges etc. against Roth & Bunnell. 
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Hon. James Frawley, Nome, Alaska, came in to 
see me today. He and his wife are taking their 
honeymoon trip - its his first trip out of the Nome 
country in twenty years.  He was elected Senator in 
the Terry. Legislature - which meets at Juneau in 
March.  He is, also, a candidate for Dist. Atty. 
Nome but I am trying to persuade him to make a 
fight for Collector of Customs!  He is a Democrat 
but fights the Sulzer crowd to the bitter end. He 
and his friends supported me for Delegate and 
opposed Sulzer, so it will mean that the Sulzer-
Riggs-Troy crowd will oppose him.   
Of course that is good politics for me & my friends 
to aid Frawley. 
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-14- 
Sulzer has sent out a letter to the Members of the 
House, with a copy of his Brief, so today I have had 
a letter of transmittal printed & pasted on front of 
my Reply Brief, and I will put a copy in the mail box 
of each Member Monday morning.  A mutual friend 
today told me that Sulzer feels defeated in both the 
Contest & the present election.   
Sent copy of Charges and printed data against 
Confirmation of Roth and Bunnell to both Senator 
Jones & Senator Poindexter. 

-15th – 
Have addressed letter (printed form) attached to 
copy of my Reply Brief addressed to each member 
of House in P.O. tomorrow morning. 
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-16th – Monday.- 
Letters & Briefs - mailed to every Member House 
Reps. - today nothing new in contest case. 

-17th – 
Recd. telegrams from Alaska Soldiers in Camp 
Lewis, Wash. saying they are to be discharged but 
given only 3 1/2 cents per mile travel pay - which 
will not take them home.  Went to see Adj. Genl. - 
suggested that if they could not be given more than 
3 1/2 cents they be sent to a Military Post in Alaska 
and discharged there.  Suggestion met friendly 
response - answer tomorrow. 



 
Saw Merrill Moores, M.C. from Ind. who is 
preparing to assist in my fight to sustain the 
Report. 
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[clipping] 

WICKERSHAM 
LEAD STILL 

INCREASING 
----------  

{Dispatch Nov. 30} 
The lead of James Wickersham in the Delegate 

race is gradually increasing and will no doubt reach 
the same figures as two years ago 31 votes.  All 
precincts except Kenai and Bristol Bay are now in 
for the Third Division, decreasing Sulzer's lead in 
that division to 99 votes.  Unga, the last precinct to 
report, gave Wickersham 31 and Sulzer 23.  Also 
good healthy Wickersham majorities were reported 
from Susitna, Chisana, which reduced the Sulzer 
vote very materially. 

In the Second Division Wickersham has a lead of 
202 votes.  Judge Holzheimer, correspondent of 
the Juneau Empire, wired out “this division as 
previously reported is 201 for Wickersham” 

Holzeimer also says “unofficial reports seeming 
to come from Nulato that Bethel went 29 Wick, 
Sulzer 3, seem to be out of proportion to all 
previous reports.” 

At Valdez Thomas J. Donohoe is reported “up in 
the air.”  There is no daily paper at Valdez, and 
with no mail boats arriving, the “sage of 
Democracy” has depended upon estimates in 
wiring out the returns to the Empire and other 
papers. 
 
[clipping] 

THE SEATTLE POST-INTELLIGENCER, 
SEATTLE MONDAY, DECEMBER 9, 1918 

TWICE-TOLD TIE 
NEW IN POLITICS 

Sulzer-Wickersham Repetition 
of Contest Is Without 

Precedent. 
RUNNING NECK AND NECK 
Fight for Congress Sure to Go 
Farther, No Matter Which Way 

Board Decides. 
A political situation exists in Alaska today 

unprecedented in the history of the United States. 
Two years ago Charles A. Sulzer and James 

Wickersham, running for congress, both claimed 
election, as there were but a few votes’ difference 
between them, which resulted in a contest before 
the house of representatives.  This year the same 
two men, again running for the same office, are 



once more so close that they are both claiming 
victory, with a great probability that the matter will 
again be settled in Washington.  Never before in 
the history of congress have two men contested for 
the election twice in succession. 

In 1916 Mr. Wickersham claimed the election by 
thirty-one votes.  Mr. Sulzer asserted that he had 
received a plurality of nineteen votes.  The 
canvassing board at first announced its intention of 
giving the certificate of election to Mr. Wickersham, 
but after the case had been taken before the 
United States district court a writ of mandamus was 
issued, ordering the board to give Mr. Sulzer the 
certificate.  This was done and then Mr. 
Wickersham started a contest. 

The committee of congress hearing the case has 
held that Mr. Wickersham was entitled to the seat 
that he was rightfully elected.  A report to that 
effect was made to the whole house a few days 
ago and reports from Washington indicate the 
matter will be disposed of finally within a short time. 

This year Mr. Wickersham and his friends 
declare he has a majority of approximately forty 
votes, with a few precincts still to hear from. 

All agree that it will take the official count by the 
canvassing board to determine who is elected and 
tat there is a great probability that there will be a 
further contest, whichever way it is decided. 
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of the Com. in contest case.  He thinks the Report 
will be called up this week – otherwise it will go 
over till after the holidays. 
War Department today issued an Order that 
Alaskan soldiers at Camp Lewis be discharged 
there if they wish, or be sent to any Army post in 
Alaska and discharged there - which is just what 
we want.  War Dept. sent order by telegraph to 
Camp Lewis; Brown sent it to the Seattle Post-I- 
while I telegraphed it to Halstead and Dunham who 
are at Lewis.  It seems to me to be just what our 
boys want and to set a good precedent for all 
future case from Alaska! 
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-18- 
Contest Case postponed till Jany 4! 

Damn it! 
-19th – 

John E. Ballaine, of Seattle is here starting another 
fight against Sec. Lane's mismanagement of the 
Government Ry. in Alaska.  He has talked to me, - 
I sympathize with his views but will not do anything 
publicly until I am seated - until Jany 4! 
In the meantime I will prepare a letter to Lane 
giving him my view of his failure - it will probably 
result in a row and an investigation. 

-20-21- 
Working in office - much correspondence about 



discharging Alaska soldiers - many trips to War 
Dept. about same. 
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-22nd – 
[clipping] 

MALADY SWEEPS ESXIMOS. 
Nearly 1,000 dead on Seward 

Peninsula from Influenza. 
NOME, Alaska, Dec. 20.- Estimates compiled by 

the health authorities and relief workers of the 
Bureau of Education here place the mortality 
among the Eskimo population of Seward 
Peninsula, due to pneumonia resulting from 
Spanish influenza, at nearly 1,000. 

In the outlying sections of the peninsula the 
disease continues to take an appalling toll of life 
among the natives, the adult population of some 
half dozen villages in the Nome vicinity having 
been wiped out. 

Cape Prince of Wales Village, the second largest 
in this district, reports about 25 adults and 100 
children left of an Eskimo population formerly 
numbering approximately 300. 
Although held in check immediately north of Nome 
by rigid quarantine regulations, the influenza 
epidemic is spreading rapidly along the entire 
northern coast. 
 
The influenza is about to destroy the natives of 
Alaska - It is world wide also - estimated that 
6,000,000 people have died from its ravages within 
a year!  They are dying even here in Washington - 
a dozen or more daily, and in equal proportion over 
the U.S.  It seems to be a malady similar to the 
“black death” - a “pneumonic plague” 
While Congress has not adjourned the members 
are going home for the holidays – things here are 
quiet – but Wilson is keeping the old world stirred 
up with his presence there & his ideas of world 
wide peace and disarmament. 
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-23rd – 
Nothing new – just working. 

-24- 
Congress Passed a joint Resolution No. 372, H.J. 
to extend the time for complying with the 
Resolution of Oct. 5, 1917 about assessments on 
mining claims.  It does no harm - and no good. 
Sulzer has also introduced a Joint Reso. for 
appointment of a Joint Committee to consider 
Alaska legislation etc.  An attempt to muddle 
things, I fear, and to postpone action. 

-25- 
Darrell came down from New York & spent the day 
with us - a very happy day. 
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[Clipping] 



WICKERSHAM 
BEAT SULZER 
HADLEY VOTE 

KETCHIKAN, Dec. 5. - The official vote for 
delegate at Hadley was: Wickersham 6, Sulzer 4. 

This message today from the Weekly Pioneer to 
the Dispatch settles the question of how Hadley 
voted at the delegate election, and cuts Sulzer's 
lead in the first division to less than 70 votes.  It 
increases Wickershams plurality in the Territory to 
31 votes, which is the plurality the Dispatch has for 
over a week been claiming for W- on the official 
count. 
 
[clipping] 

ALASKA MEN NEED 
NOT BORROW FARE 

Government Will Send Those at 
Camp Lewis Desiring It to 

Posts Near Home. 
Special to The Post-Intelligencer. 

WASHINGTON, Dec. 17.—Alaska’s draft 
contingent at Camp Lewis, now about to be 
discharged, will be able to get home without 
borrowing money, because of the activity of 
Delegate Wickersham in their behalf.  Seventy-
seven of them joined in a telegram to him saying 
that the government proposed to discharge them 
now, paying them only 3-1/2 cents a mile to their 
homes, an entirely inadequate sum.  Mr. 
Wickersham took the matter up with the war 
department, which today telegraphed to the Camp 
Lewis commander as follows: 
“Discharge at once enlisted men drafted from 
Alaska as hereinafter provided who are eligible for 
discharge under general instructions of this office.  
Discharge at Camp Lewis all of above men who 
desire discharge to army posts in Alaska nearest 
their respective homes those of above men who 
desire discharge as above provided.  Later will be 
discharged in spring, when transportation is 
available to all points in Alaska.” 

-26- 
Judge Frawley, of Nome, tells me that he has just 
had a talk with the Treasury Dept. and is informed 
that Gov. Riggs, Grigsby & Sulzer have unitedly 
urged the appointment of Troy for Col. of Customs 
- but there is doubt if it will he done - that it will not 
be done before the Pres. returns home from 
Europe, etc. 
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-27- 
This is Sulzer's day in the Election. Returns as 
follows: 
 
[clipping] 

SULZER MAKES GAIN. 



 
Gets 21 to 2 for Wickersham in Two 

Precincts. 
 
Special to the Associated Press. 

JUNEAU, Alaska, Dec. 20.-- The November 5 
election returns just received from the precincts of 
Illiamna and Chisana, in the Third division, giving 
Charles A. Sulzer, Democratic candidate for 
territorial delegate to congress, 21 votes, and 
James Wickersham, Republican, two, increase 
Sulzer's lead in the territory to 40 votes, according 
to unofficial compilations here. 

Precincts still unreported in the Third division are 
Kenai, Ninilchik, Chignik, Sanak, Choggiung, 
Nushagak and Naknek.  In the 1916 election these 
precincts gave Sulzer 54 and Wickersham 63. 
 
While these figures are from the “Empire” still they 
are “mighty near” according to those of my own 
friends and I dont like their look! 

Frawley in again & I sent Dan Sutherland, 
Juneau, telegram saying, 
Have some square Democrat forward Secretary 
Treasury charges against Troy promptly.  Mail 
Chatham country record and also charge factional 
fight against other Democrats with newspaper.  Will 
have powerful influence.  Make it strong after Troy 
style.  My case will come before House January 
third: Wickersham.” 
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-28- 
Frawley & I went to the War Dept. and interviewed 
Chief Engineers office about the Nome Harbor 
improvements. We think we got an arrangement by 
which the work at Nome will begin this spring. I 
sent a telegram to Polet, Sec. Nome Cham. of 
Commerce about matter, and wrote a letter to Jas. 
P. Daly, Seattle (from Nome) to go to the District 
office there and urge action from that point. 

-29th – 
Sunday – nothing doing. 

-30th – 
Same as yesterday- except office routine & writing 
a mean letter to Sec. Lane, showing him his 
delinquencies in failure etc. to build the Alaska Ry. 
as well as I would have done it. 
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[clipping] 

The Daily Alaska 
{Dec}. Dispatch, {17th} 

ED. C. RUSSELL, Publisher 
 

CONCEDES ELECTION 
Thomas J. Donohoe, Democratic national 

committeeman, wired A.A. Shonbeck, of 
Anchorage, confirming the election of Delegate 



Wickersham. Donohoe conceded Wickershams 
election by 22 votes. 
 
This sounds good, but – “fishy” - I do not believe 
anything that Donohoe says. 

-31st – 
Telegram from young Slippern from Camp Dodge, 
Iowa, asking me to use my efforts to get the Alaska 
boys there released & sent home, etc.  Went down 
to the War Dept. and saw Genl. Anderson, in 
charge of that branch of the service - he demurred 
but finally agreed to send out a telegram to 
Commander at Camp Dodge & see if it cannot be 
done - I will follow up on next Thursday etc. 
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I have a letter from Marshall at Juneau this evening 
he writes very discouragingly and says that he 
thinks Sulzer is elected - his friends claim about 40 
- Marshall thinks it is only about a dozen. 
Jack Underwood, Seattle Times came in tonight - 
says he is here to reorganize the news service - 
but that may not be it. 

Jany 1, 1919. 
Debbie and I called on Senator & Mrs. Wesley L. 
Jones, State of Washington, at their residence at 
the Cairo - New Years call - and also at reception 
of Speaker & Mrs. Champ Clarke at the Congress 
Hall Hotel, where we live. 
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-2- 
Working in office & waiting for Contest Case 
tomorrow. 

Jany 3rd  
Contest Case in House today. Chairman Wilson, 
La. called it up offered Reso. unseating Sulzer & 
spoke an hour in favor of Report.  Rose (Rep) of 
Penn. supported Report, 15 min. Sulzer then 
obtained floor & no limit of debate & spoke till time 
adjournment.  He made a strong statement & 
gained support.  Wild charges against Com. & 
everybody else - making hard fight. 
 
[clipping] 

House 
Met at noon and adjourned at 5:40 pm. until noon 

today.   
Alaskan delegate Sulzer (Democrat), speaking on 
the floor during consideration of a committee report 
holding that he is not entitled to his seat in 
Congress because the 1917 election was won by 
James Wickersham (Republican), argued that he 
was legally elected, criticized the committee report 
and denounced his opponent. Final action on the 
report is expected today. 
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1919. 
After an all day contest on the floor of the House 
yesterday on the effort to adopt the Report of the 
Elections Committee No 1. in my favor, in the 
Alaska Contest the fight was again carried on 
today.  After Sulzer finished unanimous consent 
was given that I be allowed to address the House 
for an hour - which I did (see Congressional 
Record).   
Others for and against and the fight became 
exciting - my opponents finally made a Motion to 
Re-Commit, the Report to the Committee for 
further investigation, while my friends moved to 
adopt the Report.  The arguments continued to be 
so late 

Diary 31, 1919 
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4 
an hour that the House on motion set the matter for 
Vote on Monday at the convening.   
My, but the fight is bitter, and the Democrats being 
in the majority seem determined to make it a party 
matter - The Chairman of the Committee, Wilson of 
La. is humiliated at the fierce assaults on him & 
seem weak in his attitude.  I fear if the report is 
recommitted it will be fatal to my interests & we are 
doing what we can to hold the Republicans solid 
and to get a few Democrats to stay with the 
Democratic Chairman of their own Committee - but 
we are not sure of doing it.  There are even some 
weak Re-s - who do not like me. 

Diary 31, 1919 
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-5- 
Sunday - Am very much disturbed about the result 
in my Contest.  It is not safe - there are quite a 
number of Democrats who will support me - but are 
there enough? 
 
[clipping] 

Wickersham wins 
Against Sulzer  

In national house 
Washington, Jan. 7. -- (I.N.S.) -- Charles A. 

J:\hist_docs\wickersham\ASL-MS0107-5-31.doc 
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Sulzer, Democrat, former resident of New Jersey 
and brother of “Bill” Sulzer, one time governor of 
New York, was unseated as congressional 
delegate from Alaska by the house this afternoon 
by a vote of 224 to 64. Sulzer's Republican 
opponent, James Wickersham, was seated in his 
place.    

Since his election on Nov- 7, 1916, Sulzer 
literally fought efforts to unseat him on charges of 
election frauds. 

-6- 
Monday. 
Theodore Roosevelt died at his home in New York 
this morning & the House adjourned immediately 
out of respect to him – so my Contest goes over 
until tomorrow. 

-7- 
Victory. The house of Representatives today 
seated me by a vote of 229 for me and 64 for 
Sulzer.  I was then sworn in and the Alaska 
Contest of 1916 is ended. 

Diary 31, 1919 
January 7-9 

7th continued. 
Sent a sheaf of telegrams to Alaska announcing 
the end of the case -- the result & appointed Henry 
T. Ray, of Fairbanks, my clerk- 

-8th – 
Introduced H.J. Reso. to cure defective legislation 
in matter of assessment work on Alaska mining 
claims. 
My, but I am glad to have the contest settled - it 
has been a burden & I am glad to get if off my 
shoulders. 

-9th – 
Nothing new - telegrams from Fairbanks of 
congratulations from Ray-Peoples, and many 
others. 
Getting things in order in Congress. 

Diary 31, 1919 
January 10-12 

-10- 
Working on a letter to Lane, Sec. Interior, charging 
him & the Alaska Engineering Commission with 
inefficiency & failure in the management of the 
Government Railroad. 

-11th – 
Am having some trouble with the Com. on 
Elections about my expense account - they are 
objecting to paying my expenses while here in 
Washington preparing my case and I am recasting 
my account. 

-12- 
Sunday.  Attended the services this afternoon 
memorial services for Roosevelt at the Tabernacle.  
Speeches & music 

Diary 31, 1919 
January 13-15 

-13- 
Recast my expense account before Elections 
Committee No 1. in Contest case. - out in a claim 
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of $1000 , as attorney, for the preparation of Briefs, 
etc. Amt. $3074.17. 

-14th – 
Today I got my Salary & Mileage allowances 
credited from Mch 4, 1917 to Mch 4, 1919 = 
$20.000!  When I get my expense Act. settled will 
still have a claim for Clerks Hire & other small 
claims.  I am endeavoring to get every cent which I 
would have received if I had been seated Mch 4, 
1917. 

-15- 
More telegrams from Soldiers who want discharge 
- from Isadore Stein - from Fairbanks. Also 
telegram from Tozier, Fairbanks about reported 
resignation of Marshal Erwin. 

Diary 31, 1919 
January 15-16 

-15th continued. 
John F. Ballaine reports that he had a “set to” 
today with Secretary Franklin K. Lane, over 
mismanagement & waste in Alaska Railroad.  
Senators Chamberlain & Walsh were with him & he 
says he told Lane many facts that surprised the 
Senators & caused them astonishment, etc.  But 
John is such an exagerator! (with one “g”.) 

-16- 
Edes & Christenssen, the first the head of the 
Alaska Engineering Com. & the second the 
Townsite Manager, called to see me today - I was 
out.  Evidently Ballaine's statement to Lane has 
steered them to action. Congressman Albert 
Johnson & wife & Mr. & Mrs. Stenton, took dinner 
with us tonight - played cards at hotel afterward. 

Diary 31, 1919 
January 17 

-17- 
Christensen, townsite manager on the Govt. Rd. 
called today & found me in.  I talked very frankly to 
him, knowing he would carry my statements 
directly back to Lane, about the failure of the 
Secretary to make good in Alaska Transportation.  
I went over the points in the letter which I am 
writing to Lane (though I did not tell him that I was 
writing it) about his failure in that work.  I criticized 
Alaska Eng. Com. caustically & blamed them with 
waste and bad administration in the building of the 
road. I knew he came to find out what I was doing 
& saying - & he found it out plainly - & will report 
the whole conversation to Lane! 

Diary 31, 1919 
January 18 

-18th – 
I introduced a Public Building Bill for Juneau today 
to increase the present amount (less than 200,000) 
already appropriated by my bill of about four years 
ago = $450,000 to finish the Juneau Capital Bldg. 

Also appeared before the Senate Com. on mines 
& Mining & got a favorable Rept. on the bill drawn 
by me & introduced in the Senate by Senator 
Jones, to cure defects in Pub. Reso. 10 & 12 of this 
Congress suspending the laws of Assessment on 
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Mining claims in Alaska etc. for 1917-18 – 19. 
Am being flooded with telegrams & letters from 
Alaska soldiers who are seeking discharge from 
the Army. 

Diary 31, 1919 
January 19-21 

-19th – 
Sunday - Worked in office all day. 

-20- 
Today in the House I objected to the passage of a 
bill providing for making homestead entries on 
Coal, Oil & Gas land surface in Alaska.  I am 
opposed to the reservations of all kinds on the 
same tract of land - 4 estates in one, and lessees 
of the Govt. in possession of each - seems to he to 
be entirely unnecessary - hence I opposed the bill 
& Mann, of Illinois, the Republican leader objected 
for me & the bill went off the Calendar. 

-21- 
Busy in office work. 

Diary 31, 1919 
January 22-24 

-22- 
Have introduced separate bill for increasing 
appropriations of Juneau Public Bldg. bill, Com. on 
Pub. Bldgs. & Grounds will leave both Alaska items 
in omnibus bill also. 

-23- 
Introduced new or amended bill for increase 
Juneau appropriation & grant Sitka public buildings 
& ground to Ter. for Pioneers Home.  Office work in 
connection with discharge Alaska soldiers active & 
progressing well. 

-24- 
Recd. telegram from Alaska Bureau trying to put 
me over bad on matter sending Com. Congress to 
Alaska this summer. 

Diary 31, 1919 
January 24 

24 
The telegram asks for Com. to visit Alaska this 
summer instructed to investigate all matters of a 
governmental or administrative nature,” etc.  Really 
this Bureau is very friendly to the Guggenheim 
transportation interests in Seattle & Alaska & does 
not want any investigation of the Alaska Govt. 
Railroad. 
 
In my answer I say: 
Corbaley, Sec. Seattle Chamber of Commerce, 
Seattle, Washington. 
“Just received telegram from your Alaska bureau 
urging appointment joint Committee Congress to 
visit Alaska this summer to investigate all matters 
of governmental and administrative nature 
including Alaska railroad.  Mr. John E. Ballaine 
prominent citizen of Seattle here urging similar 
action.  While I have not thought it advisable to 
start such an investigation it may be necessary and 
I will consult with Senator Jones about it today. 

James Wickersham 
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Delegate from Alaska 

Diary 31, 1919 
January 24-25 

24 
I can imagine that these Seattle fellows will “throw 
a fit” when they get that telegram, for the do not 
want any investigation of the Alaska Rd. - they 
have received too much of the wastage 
themselves, - and then how they hate Ballaine! 

-25th – 
Before House Com. on Pub. Bldgs & Grounds in 
favor of report on my Juneau Pub. Bldg. 
appropriation for $350.000, and bill to grant to the 
Territory abandoned buildings & grounds at Sitka - 
for Pioneers Home. 
Have invited Senator Jones & wife & Senator 
Poindexter & wife to dinner with us tomorrow 
evening - they (the Senators) will come to office 
with me after dinner & go over the Alaska Rd. 
situation! 

Diary 31, 1919 
January 26 

-26th – 
Debbie & I took lunch today with Mr. & Mrs. [Will 
Southard] in their apartment on K & 18th N.W.  He 
has been sick a long time, and in St Elizabeths 
Hospital for Insane - but he is not insane - only 
thoroughly broken down with hard work - He is now 
getting better - they reside in Seattle & he was 
years ago one of our C. St. friends in Tacoma.  We 
are greatly pleased to see him coming back to 
health. 
We had Senator & Mrs. Jones & Senator and Mrs. 
Poindexter with us tonight for dinner, - and a 
pleasant dinner it was.  After dinner the Senators 
came over to my office & I read them my letter to 
Secretary Lane - denouncing his administration of 
the Govt. Railroad in Alaska. 

Diary 31, 1919 
January 26-27 

26 
They remained for over two hours going over the 
condition of the project, and finally suggested that I 
send the letter to him at once - that it is necessary 
to start the investigation of the expenditure of the 
appropriations rather than let it come from 
outsiders.  I shall get it ready tomorrow, but I think I 
will submit it to Judge Houston of Tennessee, 
Chairman Com. on the Territories before I send it 
to Lane. 

-27th – 
Have the Lane letter ready. 
Saw the War Department today about Alaska 
soldiers - many telegrams from them demanding 
discharge - but cannot get it done by class - but will 
by individual cases.  Corporal 

Diary 31, 1919 
January 27-28 

27 
E.H. Jenkins, just discharged from Camp Grant, 
Rockford, Illinois, came here today as 
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representative of the Alaska Soldiers there & will 
assist me. 
The matter of the confirmation of Roth, Dist. Atty. & 
Bunnell, District Judge, came before Senate 
Judiciary Committee today & was referred to a sub-
committee - Overman, Walsh & Sterling.  It's a bad 
committee for us - 2 politicians. 

-28th – 
Am holding up my letter to Sec. Lane for fear of a 
row over it stopping passage of my Reso. curing 
defects in Mining law assessments, etc. also 
Juneau Pub. Bldg. bill.  Understand Senator Jones 
objected to confirmation of Bunnell & Roth & asks 
for an investigation of their political activities. 

Diary 31, 1919 
January 29 

-29th – 
[clipping] 

PROCEEDINGS OF CONGRESS 
AND COMMITTEES IN BRIEF 

{28th } SENATE 
Met at noon and recessed at 4:50 p.m. until noon 

today. 
Action on the renomination of Judge Charles E. 

Bunnell and District Attorney R.F. Roth, of 
Fairbanks, Alaska, has been held up for 
investigation at the request of Senator Jones of 
Washington, who charges both officials with 
pernicious political activity. 

 
Evidently Senator Jones got busy. 

Gave James Frawley letter to Atty. Genl. - he is 
candidate for appointment as Dist. Atty. at Nome. 
 
[ clipping] 

OFFICALS’ NAMES HELD UP. 
Political Activities Charged 

Against Alaskans. 
 Action on the President’s renomination of 
Federal Judge Charles E. Bunnell of Fairbanks, 
Alaska, has been held up in the Senate at the 
request of Senator Jones of Washington, 
republican, who said that if possible he intended to 
prevent confirmation because of alleged political 
activities, particularly in the recent Sulzer-
Wickersham contest for the seat in the House as 
delegate from Alaska. 
 Both officials were named for reappointment in 
December and the Senate judiciary committee 
ordered a favorable report.  Now, at Senator Jones’ 
request, the committee has revoked its action and 
appointed a subcommittee, headed by Senator 
Overman of North Carolina, to hear the 
Washington senator’s objections. 

Diary 31, 1919 
January 30- 
February 1 

-30th – 
Saw Sec. of War Baker today in company with 
Jenkins, discharged Alaskan soldier, from Camp 

J:\hist_docs\wickersham\ASL-MS0107-5-31.doc 



Alaska State Library - Historical Collections, PO Box 110571, Juneau AK 99811-0571 
Diary of James Wickersham. Jan. 4 1919 to Nov. 4, 1919 
MS 107 BOX 5 DIARY 31  
 

Grant Ill. in an effort to get him to order discharge 
of all (about 600) Alaskan soldiers at Camp Grant.  
He was very kind & interested and promised us an 
answer soon. 
Judge John A. Shackleford, of Tacoma-Seattle, 
Wright, head of the Carlisle Packing Co, & Nels 
Hawkinson supt. came in to see me today about 
fishing on the Copper River - they have been 
limited to 30,000 cases for 1920 & want the limit 
raised. 

-Febry. 1st – 
Delivered letter on failure of the Govt. Rd. 
Administration in Alaska, to Secretary Lane 

Diary 31, 1919 
February 1 

1 
this morning at 10 oclock. my friend Prof. Elliott 
took it down & delivered it for me. 
Soon after he was gone Judge Houston, of Tenn. 
called me to come up to see him & I took a copy 
along for him to read.  After the first Paragraph had 
gone by his eye, he said:  “My, my, that is pretty 
strong - have you sent this letter.”  When I 
answered in the affirmative he again said, “My, my, 
I'm afraid you’ve got your foot in it.”  I came away 
and left it with him to read.  Interviewed the 4th 
Asst. P.M. Genl. Praeger, on charges made by 
Riggs & Lane against bad mail 

Diary 31, 1919 
February 1 

1 
service in Alaska & found my statements in the 
letter to Lane were exact & correct, so far as they 
relate to that matter.   
Later, today I am in receipt of tentative statement 
from the Shipping Board, on their examination into 
Alaska coastwise rates, and in it the Board makes 
a special plea for the increase of the Alaska 
Steamship Co. rates - & asks me to make answer 
thereto - within 20 days - which I intend to do! 
Debbie went up to New York today to visit Darrell 
and to meet Mifs Mave Olds, from Tacoma, who is 
on her way to service in the war camps in France. 

Diary 31, 1919 
February 2-4 

-2nd  
Recd notice from Navy Dept. that I could nominate 
a boy to the Naval Academy; Have sent telegram 
to Young McKinnon, at Annapolis about his cousin 
Johnson.  Also telegraphed Marshall, Juneau that 
Alaska assessment law suspension will probably 
pass; also Juneau additional appro. for capital 
bldg. 

-3rd – 
Examined Record in Alaska Rate Case before 
Shipping Board today. I will write a letter - 
objections etc.  Judge Houston read my letter to 
Sec. Lane today. 

-4th – 
Debbie returned from her trip to visit Darrell in New 
York - Mave Olds was there & they all 
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Diary 31, 1919 
February 4-5 

4 
had a fine Tacoma - home visit. 
Have begun the preparation of a letter of 
Exceptions to the Shipping Board in opposition to 
its Tentative Report in support of the excessive 
Alaska coastwise shipping rates. 
Am also having my letter to Sec. Lane 
mimeographed - am getting 50 copies made! 

-5- 
Working in office - as usual. Am engaged in 
preparing Bill of Exceptions to the Tentative Report 
of the Shipping Board in the Alaska Rate 
Investigation.  The decision is against us, but it is 
too bad to permit it to go without exceptions & a 
final appeal to the Board for a square deal to 
Alaska. 

Diary 31, 1919 
February 6-7 

-6- 
Have 50 copies of Secretary Lane Letter - in fine 
shape. 

-7- 
Appeared with others this forenoon before Asst. 
Sec. Sweet, Dept. of Commerce & urged him to be 
more liberal in allowing Canneries to prospect the 
Yukon River for fish.  I urged the widest latitude 
possible with safety to the reproduction of the fish.  
Am sending out few copies of my Lane letter to - 
Senators Jones, Poindexter, Borah, Chamberlain, 
Pittman & Dillingham; also to Repts. -Mann, 
Houston, and Wood of Indiana. - I must get it into 
good hands! 

Diary 31, 1919 
February 7 

7 
[clipping] 

THE POST-INTELLIGENCER. 
established 1863. 

CLARK NETTLETON, President and Publisher. 
THURSDAY, JANUARY 30, 1919. 

THE ALASKAN DELEGATE. 
Regulating the political affairs of Alaska is not 

part of the duties of the Post-Intelligencer. The 
principle of self-determination, even in the matter of 
choosing a delegate to congress, applies there with 
unassailable force. The neck-and-neck contests 
between Mr. Wickersham and Mr. Sulzer are 
always interesting as sporting events, and as such 
come properly within the field of newspaper 
comment. But as to their relative merits, no 
outsider should pretend more than a personal 
opinion. 

None the less the conclusion cannot be avoided 
that the peculiar political conditions existing in the 
north are not at all favorable to the interests of 
Alaska. If a delegate to congress from Alaska is to 
be of any benefit to Alaska he should be able to 
speak with some show of authority; he should have 
some mandate from the people of Alaska that is 
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unquestioned. This, apparently, under the present 
conditions, is not probable or even possible. 

Congress has had one experience with a 
delegate who held his seat and drew his salary and 
mileage for the term for which he was supposed to 
be elected, only to discover at the end of the term 
that he was not entitled to his seat. His successful 
competitor for the seat gained a victory, empty so 
far as its political results were concerned and made 
manifest only by the payment of his salary and 
mileage. 

Now the prospects are that this routine will be 
carried through congress a second time. once 
more the same candidates are divided by a few 
votes, and whoever is declared elected by the 
Alaskan canvassing board is certain to have the 
result contested in congress. It requires no 
ponderous knowledge of human nature to realize 
that these political squabbles brought to the floor of 
congress will have a tendency to minimize the 
seriousness with which congress will regard affairs 
in Alaska generally. If the present conditions 
continue, Alaska will come to be a sort of 
congressional nuisance and will receive less and 
less consideration. 
Alaska should be able to regulate its internal 
political affairs so that it can come before the 
nation with a solid front. And this should be brought 
about by the elimination of personal policies and 
prejudices. It might be better for Alaska if both Mr. 
Sulzer and Mr. Wickersham should withdraw from 
politics and give their supporters a chance to start 
anew. There must be other men in Alaska as 
competent as they, without their personal following 
and personal enemies. 

Diary 31, 1919 
February 8 

-8th - 
Com. on Pub. Bldgs & Grounds has agreed to 
permit me to prepare a favorable Report on my bill 
for Additional & increased Appropriation for Juneau 
Public Bldg. It will thus be in the Omnibus bill & in a 
separate bill & Chairman Frank Clark of Florida 
says I may “cry it through Congress” in the 
separate form if we fail on the general bill.   
Telegraphed situation to Mayor Valentine, Juneau, 
tonight. Am working on Exceptions to a Tentative 
Report made by the U.S. Shipping Board holding 
the steamship rates to Alaska are just & 
reasonable. 
Much office work these days. 

Diary 31, 1919 
February 9 

-9th – 
[clipping] 

MEET TO CANVASS VOTE. 
Special to The Post-Intelligencer. 

JUNEAU, Alaska, Feb. 4.- The canvassing 
board, composed of Governor Thomas Riggs, 
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Surveyor General Charles E. Davidson and Acting 
Collector of Customs Charles D. Garfield, will 
convene tomorrow for the purpose of counting the 
votes of delegates in the election held last 
November.  Returns from the Nome and Fairbanks 
division are not all in, on account of the influenza 
quarantine in those sections holding up the mails.  
According to unofficial returns, Charles Sulzer 
leads by twenty-four votes.  Both Wickersham and 
Sulzer will be represented by attorneys before the 
canvassing board. 
 
Attended the Roosevelt Memorial Services at 3 
p.m. in the House of Representatives hall - the 
Senate, the Supreme Court, Army & Diplomatic 
Officers - Ex President Taft & a large crowd were in 
attendance. 
Senator Henry Cabot Lodge, of Mass. delivered 
the address which consisted of a biography of 
Roosevelt & an analysis of his character as a 
citizen and his motives and ambitions as a public 
man.  It was an historical occasion and Senator 
Lodge both was learned & interesting. 

Diary 31, 1919 
February 10 

-10- 
Sec. Lane has sent in an additional Estimate 
asking for about $9.000.000 in addition to and in 
excess of the authorized $75,000,000 for the 
Alaska Railroad construction.  Unfortunately the 
original act of March 12, 1914, limits the 
authorization to $35,000,000 and in consequence 
the appropriation estimated for, so far as the 
excess is concerned, would be subject to a point of 
order, & might throw out the whole appropriation - 
even the valid $4,000,000 remaining without further 
authorization.  So, I have just drawn & introduced 
both a bill & a H.J. Reso. to amend the original bill 
by taking off the limit.  We will probably get the 
$4,000,000 for this year!! 

Diary 31, 1919 
February 10-11 

10 
Have also drawn today a Report for Chairman 
Frank Clark Pub. Bldgs & Grounds recommending 
the passage of H.R. 14674, “A bill to increase the 
cost for the construction of the U.S. Public Building 
at Juneau, Alaska” - $450,000. 

-11th – 
Worked all day an assisting Alaskan Soldiers to get 
discharged from Army.  At the War Dept. & then in 
sending telegrams & letters. It’s a job! 
Am quite satisfied my bill for suspending Asst. work 
on Mining claims - also Curative Act will pass.  Dr. 
Foster, Ill., Chairman Com. on Mines & Mining 
agreed to get it through on next Monday - I hope 
so! 
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Diary 31, 1919 
February 12-14 

-12th – 
Working in office - on Exceptions to Tentative 
Report of Shipping Board finding against Alaska 
Shippers on Alaska Rate Investigation. 

-13- 
Same as yesterday. 
Sent $1250.00 N.Y. draft to Dexter Horton Nat. 
Bank Seattle, in payment of my note for that sum - 
due 17th. 

-14th – 
Same as yesterday. 
Prof. Henry W. Elliott is assisting me in the office 
for a month - preparing my scrap book - indexing it 
etc.  Also Hugh A. Morrison is working at odd hours 
on bringing my Alaskan Bibliographical card index 
up to date & finishing it etc. 

Diary 31, 1919 
February 15-16 

-15th – 
Same as yesterday. 
Telegram from Marshall, my Atty, Juneau, saying 
Sulzer will get the Certificate of Election by small 
plurality - but will have a good case for contest.  No 
figures & seems not finished - but Marshall 
concedes defeat. 

-16th – 
Mrs. U.G. Meyers, wife of my friend U.G. Meyers, 
from Eagle, Alaska who was drowned on the 
“Princess Sophia” last fall in Lynn Canal is here to 
see me about her husbands estate etc.  She is 
staying at our hotel with Mrs. Wickersham.  Have 
gone over her matters fully today - nothing much 
except nervousness & want of familiarity with 
business matters. 

Diary 31, 1919 
February 17 

-17th – 
Have spent the day in the House waiting for the 
Alaska Bill suspending Asst. work on Mining 
Claims & curing defects in prior acts.  Got it passed 
about 7 oclock.  
Apparently my letter to Lane has stirred up the 
Seattle monkeys - McPherson, Sec. Alaska Bureau 
Seattle Chamber of Commerce got here tonight & 
others are coming.  Explained to him the 
parliamentary situation in the request of Sec. Lane 
for more money than is authorized by the Rd. Act. 
of March 12, 1914; Sec. 2, of that Act limits the 
authorization for Appropriations to $35,000,000 & 
$31,000,000 have been expended - the remaining 
$4,000,000 is all - until Congress shall authorize 
more by a special act increasing the authorization. 

Diary 31, 1919 
February 18-19 

-18th – 
The general Coal, Oil & Gas Bill, with amendments 
favorable to Alaska came before the House today 
on the Conference Report. A hard fight was made 
against it - and I assisted in supporting it - made a 
short speech in its support. See the Record of this 
date. 
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The Com. on Pub. Bldgs. favorably reported my 
Juneau item today. 

-19th – 
Finished my Bill of Exceptions to Tentative Report 
in Alaska Rage Investigation pending before U.S. 
Shipping Board & filed it with Board.  Also put the 
Juneau Pub. Bldg. bill on Unanimous Consent 
Calendar - will try my best to get it through this 
Congress. 

Diary 31, 1919 
February 20-22 

-20th – 
Same as yesterday. 
Working to get affairs in office up so I can get away 
west Mch. 4th 

-21st- 
Same as yesterday. 

-22- 
Sundry Civil Appro. bill carried my appropriation for 
the Public building item at Cordova. 
Much intense interest in Congress over Pres. 
Wilson’s League of Nations idea - strong 
opposition growing. 
Darrell is here paying us a final visit before we start 
west. Mave Olds is in New York, trying to get away 
to Europe in YMCA war work.  Have just today 
filled out a list of questions vouching for her loyalty 
etc. 

Diary 31, 1919 
February 23-24 

-23rd. 
Sunday - good visit with Darrell - who went home 
at midnight to New York - here he is in charge of 
the Naval Recruiting Station etc. 

-24- 
Stafford, of Wis. will not let me get the Juneau 
public building item up - without objection.  Have 
had the great mountain sheep head Ovis Dalli, 
which Jack Dalton killed on the headwaters of the 
Tanana & gave me, cleared & measured. It is the 
record head in the list. 

Length of horn - 38 1/4 inches 
Around the base - 15 3/4  “ 
Spread, tip to tip, 32         “ 

On two measurements it beats the record head of 
the world, owned by the King of England. 

Diary 31, 1919 
February 25 

-25- 
Much interest in fight for the office of Speaker in 
the next Congress. Mann. of Ill. & Gillette of Mass. 
are the two principal candidates.  The Gillett forces 
meet in my office for work - while I do not take any 
personal interest in the fight, because I cannot vote 
& may not be in the next House.  Many of my 
friends are for Gillett etc.  Am haunting the house, 
Waiting for the Sundry Civil Bill with Alaskan Ry & 
other items - so as to be on hand in case of 
criticisms.  I do not want the Appropriation defeated 
- not even if there is waste & politics in the force 
doing the work! 
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Diary 31, 1919 
February 26 

-26th – 
Alaska Ry. item in Sundry Civil Bill provoked 
discussion and much criticism. A statement was 
put in the Record for Lane, attempting to answer 
my criticisms in letter of Jany 8 but it was careful to 
evade the most serious criticisms.  I did not know, 
during the debate, what his statement contained 
and was careful to make my remarks conservative 
- but I asked leave to revise & extend my remarks 
in the Record & if on reading his statement I find it 
needs that sort of treatment I can put in the Record 
so much of my letter, in the form of a speech as 
seems necessary. 

Diary 31, 1919 
February 27 

-27- 
Lane’s statement put in the Record last night is 
innocuous - it makes as good a defense for his 
work as he can, but refrains from mentioning me in 
a personal way - he avoids the most of my 
criticisms by silence - I shall put my remarks in the 
Record just as I made them last night without any 
additions from the Letters - or further attacks.  I do 
not want to kill the appropriation or prevent the 
completion of the road - he has had notice, now , of 
waste etc. and may come to the front & complete it 
in a business like way. Hope so. 

Diary 31, 1919 
February 28 

-28th – 
After having just about given up the bill increasing 
the appropriation for the Juneau Capital - I found 
today that the Senate was wrangling - counting 
time - calling the calendar - so I urged Senator 
Jones vigorously to adopt a plan suggested by me 
& with my assistance we got the bill considered by 
agreement in writing passed around - to approve it 
- got a unanimous report - & in the turmoil Senator 
Jones asked for its consideration & the bill passed 
the Senate within an hour after we went to work on 
it!   
Senator Jones was delighted - but it is now up to 
me to get it through the House - and there the 
trouble lies but I have a plan & will go to work on it 
in the morning! 

Diary 31, 1919 
March 1 

-Mch 1st- 
Congress is in a turmoil - the President is 
attempting to put over his League of Nations idea, 
and the Senate is in strong opposition - the day of 
adjournment is nigh & the pressure for passing 
small bills - even the larger ones - is overwhelming.  
I am trying to get the Juneau public building 
through the N. Carolina Contest Case occupied 
today - until 11 oclock tonight.  Am anxious to pack 
up and go home. 

-Mch 2nd – 
Sunday - but House of Reps. in session under 
legislative date, of yesterday - I am also working in 
office & trying to get packing done - everything is 
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crowded. 

Diary 31, 1919 
March 3 

Mch 3rd 
Congress met at 11 a.m. today & will run through 
tonight and until tomorrow at 12am. 
Speaker Clark has agreed “sometime” to recognize 
me to get up the Senate bill for the increase in the 
Juneau public building appropriation & I sat all day 
and all night waiting. 
But - there is a deadlock on in the Senate - & in the 
House to prevent the passage of the Appropriation 
Bills - so as to compel the President to call an 
Extra Session of the next Congress at once! and 
no bill can be got through except by unanimous 
consent!! 

Diary 31, 1919 
March 4 

Mch 4th  
The House continued in session all night - with the 
leaders constantly filibustering & killing time. 
Adjourned for two hours this morning for breakfast 
& then back for the final breakup.  I have tried in 
vain to get up the Alaska Pub Bldg. bill - it is dead - 
Stafford of Wis. refused to let it come up by 
unanimous consent.  Walsh of Mass & Moore of 
Penn. talked “rat” for hours - when it could have 
been passed - & killed it and many other good bills 
- Too bad, for Alaska needs it - & I wanted to get it 
through before I got out of Congress! 

Diary 31, 1919 
March 5-9 

March 5- 
Am packing & getting ready to go home. 

-6th – 
Same as yesterday. 

-8- 
Got everything packed etc. & left finishing touches 
with George A. Jeffery & Henry W. Elliott - & 
Debbie & I left Washington on the 6 p.m. train, 
Penn. Ry. for Chicago & Los Angeles. 

-9- 
Kansas City & across the State of Kansas today. 

Diary 31, 1919 
March 10-12 

-10- 
Albuquerque & N.Mex. 

-11- 
Reached Los Angeles late this evening - went to 
the Clark Hotel.  Went out to 826 Beacon Ave. & 
called on Jen & Charlie. Charlie has been very sick 
but is now better - able to sit up. 

-12 
Spent the day with Edgar & Lizzie & Jen & Charlie.  
Debbie will remain here with Charlie & Jen. they 
have a fine home - comfortable, & she will be very 
pleasantly situated.  Edgar & Lizzie live over in 
Pasadena. 

Diary 31, 1919 
March 13-14 

-13- 
Took the night train & came to S.F. am at Palace 
Hotel. 
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-14- 
Was given a private dinner by the Chamber of 
Commerce & talked Alaska coal to them for an 
hour.  Capt Robert Dollar, transportation man & 
president big steamship Co. & others present. - 
they were greatly interested in my proposition of 
bringing coal from Alaska to S.F. - but!   
Many Alaskans here - Bill McPhee & about 40 
more gave me an “Alaska Dinner” tonight - it was 
very enjoyable & kept us up rather late - Go north 
tomorrow. 

Diary 31, 1919 
March 15-16 

-15- 
This morning Bill McPhee called my attention to a 
note signed in my name by Henry T. Ray in Jany 
1917, for $200. I told Bill that Henry had no 
authority etc. but luckily I had last months salary 
check for Henry - amt. $146. & I paid that to Bill & 
he agreed to make Henry pay the balance. Henry 
is “cultus” 

-16- 
Arrived in Portland.  My old friend Gilmore - who 
ran for Delegate against me in 1910 was on the 
train & we visited.  Went to Imperial Hotel for the 
night. 

Diary 31, 1919 
March 17-19 

-17- 
Nothing to remain in Portland for - left for Seattle, 
arrived here at 8 pm. & went to Frye Hotel - mail. 

-18- 
Over to Tacoma today to look after my Card Index 
& Sheep head - crated & shipped from Wash. D.C. 
& found them both here & in good shape. 

-19th – 
Up to Buckley today to see Mother - she is in good 
health and looks-much stronger & happier than 
when I saw her last. 
Was greatly interested tonight when Frank Wright, 
one of 

Diary 31, 1919 
March 19 

19 
the leading Alaska cannerymen called to see me, 
in company with Judge Shackleford, of Tacoma, 
and proffered me the job of a trip to Juneau, for the 
Pacific Steamship Co. as lobbyist to oppose the 
passage of an 8 hour law by the Legislature.  They 
suggested that the SS. Co. would pay me $2000. 
for expenses etc. It was, I think, a cunning & not 
too honest effort to prevent me from making further 
objection to an increase in SS. rates to Alaska, 
which goes into effect on tomorrow! 
I told them firmly but without apparent anger that I 
would not accept any such service from the Pac. 
SS. Co! 
 
[clipping] 

ALASKAN WEDS HERE. 
{Mch 19               1919} 
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Leroy Tozier, Well-Known Fair- 
banks Attorney, Takes Bride. 

 As a climax to a romance of the North came 
Wednesday the announcement of the marriage of 
Leroy Tozier, Alaska, and Mrs. Carol Bell, of 1018 
Summit avenue north, formerly of Fairbanks. The 
ceremony took place Tuesday afternoon at 4 
o’clock at the home of Mr. and Mrs. L.E. Koontz, 
2916 Stevens streets.  {Seattle.} 
 Within a few days Mr. and Mrs. Tozier will leave 
for California on their honeymoon, and late in the 
summer will return to Alaska. 
 Mr. Tozier has been prominent as an attorney 
and as a leader in the Republican party in the 
North for many years. 

Diary 31, 1919 
March 20-21 

-20- 
Newspaper reporter long engaged in sending 
telegraphic news to Alaskan papers came to my 
room tonight & told me he had heard, privately, 
about my letter of Jany 8 to Sec. Lane, about 
failure of the Alaska Ry. and that he wished to 
secure its publication in the Seattle P.I. and S.F. 
Examiner!  I have agreed to think it over & let him 
know. 

-21st – 
As usual - have consented to permit my letter to 
Sec. Lane to be published in the P.I. and 
Examiner. 
Have concluded publicity will do good - so let it 
goes! 

Diary 31, 1919 
March 22-23 

-22- 
Recd. telegram from Gordon, Sergent at Arms, H. 
of Reps saying the certified check which I sent 
Darrell for $950. for bonds etc. had not been paid 
when I left Wash. & had now come for payment & 
“no funds.”  I telegraphed the amount through 
Dexter Horton Nat Bank. 
Up Buckley to visit mother. Purchased my ticket to 
Juneau, via SS. Alaska, 27th. 

23rd 
Sunday.  With mother in Buckley all day. Harry, 
May. & Jennies children there also - and we had a 
pleasant day. 

Diary 31, 1919 
March 24-26 

24th  
Helped mother paint and clean the yard - back to 
Seattle in the afternoon. Many Alaskans calling & 
much interest in north land. 

-25- 
Am packing, writing letters etc. and preparing to go 
to Juneau. 

-26th – 
The Seattle Post Intelligencer is out with a big 
scare head on the front page “Wickersham Scores 
Lane” & gives the first part of my letter of Jan. 8th 
denouncing Lanes mismanagement on the Govt. 
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Ry. in Alaska.  
Wow! 

Diary 31, 1919 
March 27-29 

-27- 
The P-I- has another chapter of my letter to Lane - 
it is attracting much attention & I am continually 
getting telephone & other messages about it - and 
many persons speak of it - generally the tone of the 
comment is favorable to my action. 

Left Seattle today on the SS. “Alaska” for 
Juneau. 

-28th – 
Across Queen Charlotte Sd. 

-29- 
Ketchikan - several hours and visited many friends 
Rivard, of the Progressive-Miner friendly & 
promises to print chapters of my letter to Sec. 
Lane. 

Diary 31, 1919 
March 30- 
April 1 

-30th – 
Arrived in Juneau and went to Gastineau Hotel. 
Have gone to work on petition in the Contest Case 
no returns from the Nome precincts yet, so no 
certificate yet issued.  Paid Marshall & Rustgard 
each $150.00 (300) on acct. 

-31st – 
At work on Contest Papers. There is an election 
(city election) tomorrow - Valentine is the 
Candidate for Mayor on one side & Dolly Gray, on 
the other.  It looks like a hard fight. 

April 1st  
Election day.  
Working on Contest Petition. 
Valentine defeated - it 

Diary 31, 1919 
April 1-2 

1 
does not seem to be a very great disappointment 
to him - he tells me he has acted as Mayor - or the 
head of the Town Govt. for Eleven terms since he 
came to Juneau. 
The U.S. Grand Jury is in session - nothing 
exciting. 

-April 2nd – 
Am about finished with the Petition for Contest - 
John B. Marshall & John Rustgard are my 
attorneys & we are preparing for a hard fight.  Am 
meeting the members of the Legislature (4th 
Biennial Sess.) and we talk over conditions around 
the table at the hotel every day. It seems the 
Cordova Daily Times got hold of a 

Diary 31, 1919 
April 2 

2 
copy of my letter to Lane and published a synopsis 
of it with sharp and cunning criticism on March 22 - 
four days before the Seattle P-I- published it.  That 
paper (the Times) now declares that it was my 
letter which prevented the passage of the 
appropriation bill’s!  all of which failed to pass 
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Congress before Mch 4th - ended the Congress - 
the Alaska Ry. appropriation was in only one - the 
Sundry Civil - but since they all failed it is quite far 
fetched to declare that I defeated them for the 
purpose of defeating our appropriation!  What fools 
these mortals be! 
Sulzer is not in Juneau - we may have trouble to 
get service! 

Diary 31, 1919 
April 3 

-3rd – 
Am preparing full sets of Petition in Contest, 
Depositions etc. The latter we are preparing 
specially & fully for Nushagak, Unalaska & other 
places (Jack Wade) - and intend to forward them 
long in advance to my friends there so that when I 
give notice of taking their depositions the data and 
papers will be there. 
 
The “Farragut” (SS) was in last night from Seward 
& Cordova - Charles E. Herron was aboard & he is 
now playing “foxy,” - he intends - evidently - to 
grata the Rep. National Committeeship for this Ter 
& become a boss like Shackleford!!! 

Diary 31, 1919 
April 4-5 

-4- 
Same as usual. 
The Legislature is working slowly and aimlessly - 
there is no plan of development in the minds of the 
Gov. or others - and they are wasting their time in 
small quarrels.- 

-5- 
Have had a good visit with many of the legislators 
today I finished preparation of my Petition in 
Contest against Sulzer.  Have prepared copies of 
Notices testimony, depositions, etc. and am ready 
for the opening chapter.  Am satisfied from the 
information coming to me that there was very much 
more fraud in 1918, than in 1916, and my judgment 
is 

Diary 31, 1919 
April 5 

5 
that I can defeat his claim to election in a Contest 
before the House of Representatives hence the 
Contest of 1919.  On consultation with my 
attorneys John B. Marshall & John Rustgard, I 
have determined to go down to Seattle & send the 
necessary documents for taking depositions out to  
Unalaska and Nushagak from there - get some 
information from Col. Lenoir, U.S.A. Signal Corps 
in command of Alaska cables & telegraphs - & then 
come back to Juneau - & thence to Valdes & 
probably to Fairbanks.  Left Juneau at 9 p.m. on 
the S.S. ”Jefferson” for Seattle.  Senator ”Bob” 
Heckman is on board going to Ketchikan. 
                    X          X 

Diary 31, 1919 
April 6-9 

-6th – 
Remained in Petersburg for 4 hours loading fish. 
Visited my friends & greatly enjoyed it.  Scow bay 
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later for more fish. 
-7th – 

Slept all forenoon - crossing Queen Charlotte’s 
Sound this afternoon against a violent 
“Southeaster” - making slow time but doing a fine 
stint of watzing. 

-8- 
Inside Passage. 

-9- 
Through Seymour Narrows this morning - at 
breakfast Gulf of Georgia all day - bad headwind - 
Southeaster.  We will be in Seattle in the morning. 

Diary 31, 1919 
April 10-11 

-10- 
Seattle at 7 a.m. and went to Hotel Frye - bath etc. 
This afternoon tried to find Mittendorf, of Nushagak 
but failed.  Am busy getting things ready here to 
head off Sulzer if he attempts to get away East with 
the Certificate of Election without service of 
Contest papers & Notice of taking Depositions. 

-11th – 
Col. Lenoir, in charge of the Signal Corps men 
(U.S. Regulars) in Alaska, who voted against me 
last fall in violation of Law is now sick - but 
promises to meet me in his office tomorrow 
(Saturday) at 10 a.m.  I want a list of Signal Corps 

Diary 31, 1919 
April 11 

11 
so that I can give notice of taking Depositions etc. 
with certainty. 
Met Al. Zipp, Mgr. Pacific Steamship Co. on street 
today. he engaged me in conversation about 
getting out of politics getting into business for 
myself with the Cannery interests & others as my 
clients: He was persistent & pointed about the 
matter & made a date to talk with me again next 
week.  While I was interested I did not open the 
subject nor say much - he did the talking - I did 
however, go in & talk to Parsons about it later & he 
suggested he would “get next” to the reason by 
having a talk with Zipp at lunch at the Club, 
Monday. 

Diary 31, 1919 
April 12 

-12- 
Saw Col. Lenoir at Cable office & he gave me a full 
roster of the U.S. telegraph service in Alaska - all 
are U.S. regular army men & from Valdes to St 
Michael, via Fairbanks & Tanana, voted against me 
at the last election.  It gives me a fair chance to 
name them in notices for depositions etc. 
Alaskans come to see me at the hotel - many 
soldiers. The Arctic Club gave a smoker tonight - 
Charles W. Joynt & I attended. I made a short talk - 
soldier rights. 
Am going to Buckley tomorrow. W.H. Parsons 
invited to dinner at his house Monday evening. 
Letter from Mrs. Patton - Hoquiam 
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Diary 31, 1919 
April 13-14 

-13- 
Went to Buckley & Had dinner with mother 

-14- 
Bot my ticket for Valdes via SS “Alaska,” for 
Wednesday - Learn that our friend E.R. Peoples is 
very sick with the influenza. 
Dinner with Mr. & Mrs. Parsons tonight & went to 
theater with them and the children. Parsons told 
me he had a talk with Zipp - that they agreed that I 
ought to be employed by some of the big fishery 
companies - that I ought to reside in Seattle, etc. 
etc.  Fine, but nothing done without a proper 
business arrangement.  Gave Todd, newspaper 
man $50.00 Act. his starving publication Lane letter 

Diary 31, 1919 
April 15 

-15- 
Telegram from Debbie today - all well & just wants 
to know my movements.  Bought through Maine, 
Dexter Horton Nat. Bank $2600. in Seattle Imp. 
Bonds 7% also left my check with bank for $2500. 
to be invested next week in 5th Liberty Bonds 4 3/4 
% - Have made arrangements to get my letters & 
instructions in regard to Depositions in Contest 
case out to Allingham, Unalaska, and Adolph 
Osterhous, Nushagak. 
Saw Col. Lenoir about taking depositions of 
soldiers (signal Corps men) from Valdes to Gibbon 
- he is neutral in talk, anyway! 
Mr. E. R. Peoples sick with flu.  Wrote to Debbie. 

Diary 31, 1919 
April 15-16 

-15th continued- 
Bought through Dexter Horton Nat. Bank today 
$2,600 Seattle Special Asset bonds, Paid 
$2669.84 for them. They draw 7%. Also left with 
Parsons My check to buy $2500. 5th Liberty Loan 
bonds, 4 3/4%.  Put the Seattle bonds in my strong 
box in the bank - others will be delivered to me on 
my return. 

-16th – 
Left Seattle this morning on St. “Alaska,” for 
Juneau. At the wharf a newspaper man 
approached me with a telegram announcing the 
death of Charles A. Sulzer, my political opponent.  I 
was greatly shocked. 
 
[telegram] 

SHIP OWNERS RADIO SERVICE INC. 
SEATTLE, U.S.A. 

Hon James Wickersham SS Alaska 
   Chas. Sulzer died this morning. 
       Lenoir 

Diary 31, 1919 
April 16 

16 
Crossed Queen Charlottes Sound. 
Telegrams to the vessel corroborate the truth of the 
news of the death of Sulzer.  He seems to have 
died very suddenly at his home at Sulzer - on 
Prince Wales Is. 
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Diary 31, 1919 
April 17-18 

-17th – 
Crossed Queen Charlottes Sound. 
Telegrams to the vessel corroborate the truth of the 
news of the death of Sulzer.  He seems to have 
died very suddenly at his home at Sulzer - on 
Prince Wales Is. 

-18- 
We reached Ketchikan today and heard the news 
of Sulzer’s death.  He died enroute to Ketchikan 
from his home - of appendicitis.  We passed the SS 
“Northwestern” today at Dixon’s Entrance with her 
flag at half mast - and we learn here that his body 
was on board - going to New York for burial.  
Visited my friends in Ketchikan - left for Juneau at 
4 p.m. 

Diary 31, 1919 
April 19 

-19- 
Arrived in Juneau at 4 p.m. am at Gastineau.  Have 
met many of my political friends - both they and my 
opponents are excited over the announcement of 
Riggs & the Federal machine that they intend to 
call a special election soon, for the election of a 
Delegate from Alaska! 
They finished canvassing the returns a day or two 
after Sulzer’s death declared that he had 33 
majority over me & issued a certificate of Election 
to him - dead a week ago.  I have asked my friends 
to keep from making any announcements for the 
present - lets wait & see what our opponents do. 

Diary 31, 1919 
April 20-21 

-20th – 
Sunday - Dinner with Valentine.  Little doing - Sent 
long telegram to Ray, Fairbanks, asking him to get 
affidavits soldiers & signal corps men as to their 
votes on Nov. 5, 1918 for Sulzer, etc. 

-21st – 
Sent telegram of explanation to Col. Lenoir, officer 
in charge Alaska Cable & telegraphs asking him to 
aid me in getting soldiers & signal corps men to 
voluntarily testify in contest case - Am trying hard 
to get this done - since it will save me much trouble 
for I may fail entirely on account of Sulzers death - 
no one to serve notice on, etc.  I am trying to get 
the Republican members 

Diary 31, 1919 
April 21-22 

21 
in the Senate to Pass the 8 Hour law which has 
passed the House - & also the Transportation bill - 
Joslin & others here lobbying against both - but 
both are fair & its good politics to pass them. 

-22nd – 
Mr. & Mrs. Hess & Senator Sundback from Nome 
took dinner with me today.  Working on Contest 
evidence etc. 
Attended Grand Lodge of Pioneers tonight - made 
talk on Alaskan books etc. and a brilliant (?) idea 
struck them & a Committee was appointed & 
instructed to call - a public meeting - at which Gov. 
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Riggs & Joslin & I are to talk!! 

Diary 31, 1919 
April 23 

-23rd – 
Recd. telegram from Col. Lenoir in charge of Signal 
Corps in Alaska, in answer to may telegram of 21st 
saying he had talked with Capt. Faust, in charge at 
Valdes etc. that Faust would repeat my message & 
his answer to Signal Corps men along interior line 
etc. all of which looks like they will assist me in 
securing affidavits as to the voting of the soldiers 
for Sulzer at Election on last Nov. 5. 
If they carry that promise out in good faith and my 
information as to the way they voted is correct, it 
will assist me greatly in contest matter.  Am 
preparing new form of my Petition. 

Diary 31, 1919 
April 24 

-24- 
The Democrats are preparing to pass new 
legislation - at once - for holding a Special Election 
& their meetings are frequent and bitterly partisan - 
against me. 
 
[clipping] 
 FAIRBANKS, April 23.-Chairman William T. 
Burns of the Democratic Territorial Committee last 
night issued a call for a Democratic Territorial 
convention to convene at Juneau May 2.  It is 
provided that the primaries may be held and the 
delegates selected in such manner as the 
Divisional Committees may direct.  The convention 
is called for the purpose of nominating a candidate 
for Delegate to Congress to fill the vacancy caused 
by the death of the late Delegate Charles A. 
Sulzer.  The election will be held June 3, according 
to announcement made Monday by Gov. Thomas 
Riggs, Jr. 
 The call for a convention is as follows: 

The Call in Full 
 Notice is hereby given that a Territorial 
Democratic Convention will be held at Juneau, 
Alaska, on the second day of May, 1919, for the 
purpose of nominating a candidate for the 
Democratic party for the office of Delegate to 
Congress from the Territory of Alaska to be voted 
for at a special election to be herafter called by the 
Governor of Alaska.  Delegates to said convention 
will be chosen in such manner as may be 
designated by the Democratic Divisional 
Committees of each of the four Judicial Divisions of 
Alaska. 
 Dated at Fairbanks, Alaska, this 22d. day of 
April, 1918. 
   WILLIAM T. BURNS, 
    Chairman Democratic Territorial Central 
Committee. 
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Diary 31, 1919 
April 25 

-25th – 
The Pioneers Lodge last night set this evening for 
a meeting at the opera House - speeches to be 
made by Gov. Riggs, I, Joslin, & Pennington - but I 
was the only one to respond.  The others failed to 
appear - it was their way of publicly refusing to 
recognize me as an equal!  I made my talk, 
however, without paying attention to their snub - & 
received a most hearty applause from the people 
present.  I talked on Alaska books and pioneer 
printers - and enjoyed the talk as much as the 
crowd seemed to.  Working on my Contest - 
Democrats pushing special legislation for special 
election. 

Diary 31, 1919 
April 26-27 

-26- 
Left Juneau last night on the SS. “Farragut,” for 
Petersburg - Wrangell & Ketchikan - to take the 
testimony by way of affidavits in Contest Case.  
Spent today in Petersburg - getting testimony of 
Signal Corps men about the vote at Sitka - 10 
soldiers voted there Nov. 5, 1919, all against me.   
Changed from Farragut to the City of Seattle - the 
latter goes to Wrangell. 

-27- 
Was in Wrangell last night for an hour & reached 
Ketchikan this morning.  Am getting “Billy” Winston 
a young lawyer to help me take affidavits here 
tomorrow - Revilla Hotel. 

Diary 31, 1919 
April 28 

-28th – 
Worked all day taking affidavits of Taylor Althouse 
& Forest J Hunt in the matter of establishing 
fraudulent voting at the election Nov 5, 1918.  Billy 
Winston is aiding me - am getting the facts but am 
not quite satisfied that mere affidavits will be 
accepted by the House of Representatives - 
without notice - but it is the best I can do for there 
is no one since Sulzers death upon whom Notice 
can be served. 
Attended services at Liberty Theater of Centennial 
Anniversary of the I.O.O. Fellows. The more 
closely I look into the doings of the Democratic 
Federal office holders in this division the more I 
think there ought to be a Republican victory in 
1920! 

Diary 31, 1919 
April 29 

-29th – 
We got affidavits today from Graham J.W. Jones & 
Harvey Stackpole in re Contest Case.  The proofs 
are supporting the charges in my Contest Petition 
fairly.   
My political enemies are watching me & those 
assisting me & wondering what we are doing - 
hence the statement in todays paper.  I do not give 
out any statement saying that I will or will not be a 
candidate at the Special Election: what they dont 
know wont do them any harm! 
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[clipping] 

MR. WICKERSHAM  
IN KETCHIKAN  
ON BUSINESS 

 
Says has No Idea What  
Will Be Done Until Leg- 

islature is Over 
 James Wickersham, delegate to congress from 
Alaska, who arrived from the north this week-end, 
is here to settle up some mining business and 
plans to return on the next southbound boat to 
Juneau to await the adjournment of the legislature. 
 “I have no plans made at all and do not know 
what I shall do until I know what my friends, the 
enemy will let me do, by the time they get through 
holding their caucuses in Juneau,” Mr. Wickersham 
said today. 
 “The legislature is busy passing new legislation 
and amendments to the present election laws 
whereby they will be able to hold elections by 
telegraph and so forth, ands when they get 
through, I don’t know whether I will be allowed to 
do anything or not,” Mr. Wickersham added 
humorously. 

Diary 31, 1919 
April 30 

-30th – 
The Ketchikan Progressive-Miner published its last 
number today - sold to Bernie Stone & others who 
will publish it tomorrow as the “Times” 
Stone has a new crowd of newspaper workers to 
take charge tomorrow among them is “Morrisey” - 
”Peanuts,” who was Sulzers Secretary last year - 
He came into interview me today for tomorrows 
first Edition of the Times but I talked but little & that 
not satisfactorily, for he was evidently attempting to 
get political information for my enemies rather than 
news for the public.  While he was interviewing me 
I asked him, squarely, if he Voted for Sulzer , at 
Juneau, on Nov 5 - last election he declined to 
answer the question - & I knew 

Diary 31, 1919 
April 30 

30 
- then - that he was unfriendly.  The Times is to be 
a Federal Brigade partisan Democratic sheet - and 
against me always. 
Am about finished gathering testimony in the 
Contest Case here.  Recd. telegram from Dwight 
Hartman, my atty. in Seattle, saying that Capt. 
Faust, in charge Signal Corps from Valdes to Ft. 
Gibbon, had promised to make an affidavit 
touching the activities of himself and other soldiers 
last election etc.  If he does it will greatly aid me - 
he is to be on the “Alameda” northbound on the 
2nd & I am to go to Valdes on the boat with him.  
Unfortunately Tom. Donohoe, Democrat National 
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Com. man will be on the same boat from Juneau, 
and he will do all he 

Diary 31, 1919 
April 30- 
May 1 

30 
can to prevent Faust & the soldiers from 
confessing - so it will be a race of wits for the truth.  
We took several more affidavits here today - one 
more yet wanted & I hope to get it tomorrow - 
Wrote to Debbie today. 

May 1st 
Nothing much today - made a 5 minutes speech for 
the Victory Loan (U.S.) tonight at the Union Hall 
dance - Rev. Mr. Van Marten led off & I assisted - 
in the talk. 
Telegram from Ray, at Fairbanks says the Signal 
Corps men there: say they will not voluntarily testify 
how they voted Nov 5, 1918 - Well, I think they will 
- and gladly before we are through with the matter. 

Diary 31, 1919 
May 2-3 

May 2nd  
The “Alameda” came in going North & I will go to 
Juneau.  Got much of the testimony I want in K- but 
not all & leave the matter with Hunt and Will 
Winston. 
Capt. Faust, Signal Corps man from Valdes is on 
the Alameda & I hope -to get him to agree to come 
through with an affidavit of the truth of his voting 
etc. 

-3rd- 
A beautiful day - C.W. Joynt, my old schoolmate is 
aboard going to Skagway.  Also a number of 
Fairbanks people & others for every town in the 
north.  Capt. Faust has just left my room with a 

Diary 31, 1919 
May 3 

3 
copy of a blank form of an affidavit which I have 
asked him to sign.  He tells me that he and his wife 
voted for Sulzer (Nov. 5, 1918) and he thinks most 
of his men along the line.  I went into the Social 
Hall and introduced myself to him & asked him to 
go to his room with me - we went and talked the 
matter over fully - he admitted voting for Sulzer - 
his wife also - and declared he would willingly sign 
an affidavit admitting the fact but said he would not 
ask his men officially to do so. I then came to my 
room & gave him a copy of the blank affidavit 
which 

Diary 31, 1919 
May 3 

3 
he took away with him on the distinct promise that 
he would sign it at Valdes. 

We arrived in Juneau at noon - the Legislature 
adjourned yesterday - failed to pass any 8 Hour 
Law –passed the Transportation Bill to enable the 
Territory to go into the Steamship business etc. but 
nothing else of importance. 
It seems the Republicans held a meeting last night 
& announced the plan of not nominating me or 
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anyone else in opposition to Grigsby who was 
nominated for Delegate in the Democratic 
Convention. 
With Marshall, my attorney, I met Capt. Faust this 
evening at the Gastineau Hotel & asked him to sign 
the affidavit stating 

Diary 31, 1919 
May 3 

3 
that he voted for Sulzer at the Election Nov 5, 1918 
- he declared that he wished first to see Donohoe - 
he then discovered Capt. Finnegan (Riggs Adj. 
Genl) and engaged in long private talk - then also 
with Donohoe - & then Finnigan went off up 
towards Riggs house with him & after 8 oclock he 
telephoned Marshall’s office where I was that he 
would not make the affidavit.  I am disappointed for 
I thought he was fair enough to do the brave & 
honest thing in telling the truth - but I’ll see that he 
does tell it anyway.  Wrote letters & sent my Notice 
of Contest to the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives – also one to Mondell. 

Diary 31, 1919 
May 3-4 

3 
[clipping] 

REPUBLICANS 
NOT TO NAME 
A CANDIDATE 

WILL STAND BY WICKERSHAM  
IN HIS CONTEST OF  

LAST ELECTION. 
TO PERFECT AN ORGANIZATION. 
Steps Will Be Taken to Obtain Re- 
moval of Judge Murane as Nation- 
 al Committeeman and the Nom- 

ination of a Resident Alaskan. 
 

JUNEAU, May 3.-- At a mass meeting of 
republicans last night, attended by all the 
republican members of the legislature and many 
prominent Republicans of Juneau, it was voted 
unanimously not to place a candidate in the field 
for the special election, but to support James 
Wickersham in his contest for the seat. 

It was also voted to take active steps 
immediately to have an Alaskan appointed as 
national committeeman in place of Judge Murane 
who now holds that position and to organize clubs 
all over the territory in readiness for the campaign 
next year. 

The democratic convention named George 
Grigsby as candidate for delegate at the special 
election. 
 
 also w [clipping covering handwriting]   matter to 
Hayes, Chairman Republican Nat. -Com. 
mailed Reg. Mail.  Consulted with Marshall & 
Rustgard  about Contest - also wrote letter to 
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Hayes, Ch. Rep. Nat. Com. endorsing Bob 
Heckman for Rep Nat. Com. for Alaska. 

-4th – 
We came into Skagway at noon - visited uptown for 
an hour. - Dr. Keller & others.  Recd. telegram from 
Fbks:  “We think you should depend on your 
contest and that no republican should offer as a 
candidate at the Special Election for Delegate 
called by the Governor. 

(signed)  J.A. Marquam   
Cecil H. Clegg   
Louis K. Pratt   
Gary B. Erwin   

  Henry T. Ray 

Diary 31, 1919 
May 5-6 

-5th – 
At Sea - smooth water.  Donohoe, Joslin & that 
crowed on board very much elated over their 
success in putting their legislation through the 
Territorial Legislature which adjourned on Friday. 
The Legislature was run entirely by the Democrats 
in the track desired by the Big Interests - they were 
a willing bunch of ringsters! 

-6th – 
In Cordova for some hours - visited around - 
several Fairbanks people going in over R.R. to 
Chitina. Reached Valdes in the evening and went 
to Phoenix Hotel, tired & ready to rest. 

Diary 31, 1919 
May 7 

-7th – 
Getting certified copies records & gathering data 
for affidavits.  Expect trouble with the Signal Corps 
men but have such a record that I am quite sure of 
throwing out 18 of their Democratic ballots for fraud 
etc.  Telegram from Anchorage asking me to come 
there demanding that I stand as candidate against 
Grigsby etc. - but answer evasively - but in the 
negative.  Getting ready for more vigorous work 
tomorrow in holding the Signal Corps men up to 
the truth and fair testimony. 
Attended meeting of Pioneers tonight. Called on 
Judge Brown & am invited there to dinner 
tomorrow evening - will go, of course. 

Diary 31, 1919 
May 8 

8th  
Capt. Faust refused today to give me statement of 
how he voted at the last election - of course all his 
men act in unison - with Tom Donohoe, Dem. Nat. 
Com. in charge.  Have written & served letter on 
each Signal Corps man here (14 in Number), 
asking him to make voluntary affidavit stating for 
whom he voted Nov. 5, 1918 - Also prepared and 
sent long telegram of accusation to Col. Lenoir at 
Seattle - against Faust and men - but “Tom’s got 
em” 
Am now preparing other evidence - testimony 
affidavits to cover the situation - its o.k. 
notwithstanding.  Dinner tonight with Judge & Mrs. 
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Brown - a good one, too, & a pleasant visit. 

Diary 31, 1919 
May 9 

-9th – 
Made application to Judge Brown to take testimony 
of 18 Signal Corps witnesses - he refused - he is 
afraid of Gov. Strongs ending & he suggested that 
his stenographer Ike Hamburger would do it - so I 
dropped down to Ike.  Got Ike to issue subpoena’s 
& the Marshal has served them - hearings on next 
Wednesday - 14th.  Recd. a telegram this morning 
from Col. B.O. Lenoir, Commanding Sig. Corp. 
Seattle, half heartedly defending them.  Sent him a 
strong denunciation of their cowardly course & 
asked him to advise them to act honestly.  Some 
front to make the boys send such telegrams - but 
the sight of them will make them understand. 

Diary 31, 1919 
May 10 

-10th – 
Final telegram form Col. Lenoir refusing to take 
action requesting men to sign affidavits.  But, I find 
that in the Primary Election of April 30, 1918, all 
these men voted the Democratic ticket - secured a 
certified copy of the tally list - containing name of 
each soldier & the official designation of the party 
he voted for - all Democrats!  Got list for Copper 
Center & Valdes showing all of them to have voted 
Democratic ticket!  The Valdes Miner printed copy 
of my letter to the boys & copy subpoena- & gave a 
garbled and untruthful account evidently given out 
by Capt. Faust.  Got affidavits etc. satisfactory - 
Am told Donohoe advises solders not appear 14th 
- to stay away - that we are powerless etc. 

Diary 31, 1919 
May 11 

-11th – 
Let matters in Valdes with J.L. Reed, atty. & friend 
& left this morning on Alameda for Juneau.  
Cordova at 2 p.m. Sent telegram to Henry T. Ray 
Fairbanks instructing Heilig to issue subpoenas & 
bring soldiers Signal Corps men there - up for 
examination before Judge Bunnell – expect both 
Bunnell & Signal Corps men will refuse - & will then 
have additional charge against Bunnell – also 
instructed him to get certified copies certificates 
voting signal Corps men from Richardson to Nulato 
at both Primary & general elections - then I can 
show clearly that they all voted Democratic ticket 
that way - looks good to me!  Visited my friends at 
Cordova - out at 10 oclock. beautiful day! 

Diary 31, 1919 
May 12-13 

-12th – 
At sea - beautiful day - the St Elias range is 
unclouded & gorgeous in its rugged heights over 
the deep blue sea. 

-13th  
Into Icy Straits this morning - at Juneau before 
noon.  Things here unchanged - Marshall is at 
Sitka & westward getting evidence - Will remain 
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here at Gastineau Hotel till he returns.  The 
“Empire” is yelling its head off because I do not run 
against Grigsby! - the “Union” at Ketchikan is trying 
to put up a candidate - Jones - but the Labor Union 
here is opposing the move - things are mixed! 
Wrote to Debbie 

Diary 31, 1919 
May 14-15 

-14- 
Waiting for the return of Marshall from Sitka & 
getting local affidavits. 

-15- 
Steamer “Alaska” in today - Grigsby on board 
enroute to Cordova & Anchorage - campaign. 
The “Empire is calling me all the names it can think 
of because I wont run - but insist on contesting - 
they are worried because they are having to 
conduct a one sided election - one Jones at 
Ketchikan announces his candidacy for Delegate 
as a Labor candidate - it looks as if Grigsby & the 
Jennings court crowd, now at Ketchikan, had put 
him out to save their faces! 

Diary 31, 1919 
May 16 

-16- 
Judge Marshall returned last night from Sitka & 
way ports - but failed to get affidavits from the Sitka 
Signal Corps men - We are now going carefully 
over the acquired proofs affidavits etc. & I will go 
south on the next boat, leaving the matter of 
securing additional affidavits to Marshall.  
Newspaper Empire says this afternoon that 
Soldiers refused to answer questions at Valdes - 
We now have record here about ready & I can go 
south as soon as boat comes. 
Telegram from Nome today saying Democrats 
disgusted with nomination of Grigsby & will put up 
Tom. Gaffney as independent Democratic 
candidate against him - let ‘em fight. 

Diary 31, 1919 
May 17 

-17th – 
Ketchikan Times, May 12, 1919. 
 
[clipping] 

UNIONS PUT 
MAN UP FOR 
DELEGATE 

J. L. Jones, Formerly Principal 
of Ketchikan Schools Nomi- 

nated for Delegate. 
Following up a movement that was started in 

Chicago some months ago for labor to enter 
politics the Ketchikan local of the Alaska union on 
Saturday night named J.L. Jones of Ketchikan as 
candidate for delegate to congress, it is 
announced, and have wired other locals in the 
Territory asking that he be endorsed. 

Labor leaders say that they are in the field to 
make a big fight for the office and they will try to 
secure the aid of all union men in the Territory, as 
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well as others. 
With the entrance of Mr. Jones into the race 

there will be at least two candidates in the field. 
George Grigsby, attorney general of the Territory, 
will stand as a candidate of the Democratic party. 

There is yet much time for other candidates to 
appear, if they can secure sufficient backing to get 
their names on the ballot, as the law under which 
the special election is to be held provides that 
nominees may be put up almost any time before 
election day. 
 
Have finished getting affidavits etc. and will go to 
Seattle on the SS. “Seattle” - tomorrow evening. 
Recd. telegram from Henry T. Ray Fairbanks today 
saying that Judge Bunnell had refused to take 
affidavits of Signal Corp. men there & had 
rendered a long opinion giving reasons – just as I 
suspected!! 

Diary 31, 1919 
May 17 

17 
May 17, 1919.  
Clipping  Juneau Dispatch, this day. 
 

DEMOCRATS  
NOME OPPOSE  
MR. GRIGSBY 

Nome Democrats Are Bitterly Op- 
posed To Grigsby. 

WILL SOON HOLD PUBLIC MEET 
With Exception Holheimer Crowd 

Democrats Seward Peninsula Want 
New Candidate 

NOME, May 16 -- (Special to Dispatch) The 
Regular democrats and people generally are 
disgusted with the nomination of George Grigsby, 
who will poll less than seventy-five votes in Nome,” 
with no support except a few machine office 
holders, who polled thirty votes at the promary to 
select fifty-five delegates to the Juneau convention. 
The people are determined to have a candidate 
opposed to Grigsby and gang.  Any opposing 
candidate can carry the Second Division by a three 
to one vote.   

A mass meeting will be called soon to name a 
candidate, if other divisions do not act. Thos. 
Gaffney is willing to run here. 

NOME DAILY NUGGET. 
Cablegrams have been flooding Juneau during the 
last week asking for another candidate against 
Grigsby, who appears repugnant to Alaskans 
generally.  There was some talk of Senator 
Frawley entering the primary.  However, it is said 
Senator Frawley was familiar with some of the 
facts in connection with the contest of Wickersham, 
and expressed the opinion Wickersham would be 
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seated, and the primary election was useless. 

Diary 31, 1919 
May 18 

-18th – 
Sunday - Closing up things with Judge Marshall - & 
packing bag boat some time today or night. Sent a 
telegram to Stevens, lawyer, Fairbanks thanking 
him for assisting presenting application to take 
soldiers affidavits to Judge Bunnell. 
Leave Juneau in good spirits - think I have got 
what I came for - but am not sure Election Com. 
will take my affidavits without notice, but it was - is 
- the best I can do for there is no one upon whom I 
can serve.  My friends are encouraged & I am 
satisfied that I have a good prima facie case! 

Diary 31, 1919 
May 19-21 

-19- 
Left Juneau at 1:30 a.m. this morning on the SS 
“Seattle” Petersburg this afternoon & spent an hour 
visiting with my friends on shore. 
Reached Wrangell at 11 p.m. tonight & spent an 
hour uptown with business men - Grant. Greves[?] 
& others. 

-20- 
In Ketchikan 9 a.m. Saw Hunt, Heckman, Winston, 
& others about additional affidavits.  Got away 
before noon - Dixons Entrance, - weather good & 
we seem to be running out of the belt of rain & 
snow. 

21st  
Queen Charlottes Sound. 

Diary 31, 1919 
May 22 

-22nd – 
Reached Seattle this evening & put up, as usual, at 
Frye Hotel.  Telegram from Debbie from Los 
Angeles saying Charlie Hanson very sick no hope 
of his recovery etc.  I am very sorry he is a good 
man & his death will be a loss not only to Jen & the 
children but to the Hanson family & business.  I 
telegraphed to Debbie asking if I could to anything 
for him if I went that way, enroute to Washington, 
D.C.  Am getting my evidence etc. in shape & will 
go on to Washington as fast as possible.  Few 
Alaskans here now - Nome boat June 3. 

Diary 31, 1919 
May 23 

-23rd – 
[clipping] 

WICKERSHAM HERE 
JAMES WICKERSHAM of Fairbanks, Alaska, 
arrived in Seattle last night to spend a few days 
before proceeding to Washington, D.C. to be 
present at the contest proceedings which he has 
instituted for the seat as delegate in Congress from 
Alaska.  He is a guest at the Frye. 
 Mr. Wickersham is contesting the result of the 
November 5 election, which gave the late Charles 
A. Sulzer a lead of thirty-three votes over him.  Mr. 
Wickersham was the Republican candidate, and 
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Mr. Sulzer was the Democratic candidate.   
 Mr. Sulzer died on April 15, but was declared 
elected by the canvassing board two days later, 
April 17. The office is therefore vacant at the 
present time.  To elect a new delegate a special 
election has been called throughout the territory for 
June 3.  A candidate in this election will be George 
Grigsby, who was a Democratic candidate in the 
last primaries.  Mr. Wickersham says he will not be 
a candidate in this election, placing his entire faith 
in the contest proceedings. 
 “All signs point to good times in Alaska this year,” 
Mr. Wickersham said.  “All soldiers are going back, 
and there will be immediate increase in all 
activities. “ 
 
This stupid reporter finally got it about straight - but 
not quite. 
Got a letter from Debbie today dated the 19th - she 
says she does not want to go to Wash. with me!  
Also that Charles Hanson – Jen’s husband is very 
sick & she does not think he will live long. 
Attending to Contest matters & looking after taxes 
on my City lots - taxes all paid. 

Diary 31, 1919 
May 24 

24th  
Over to Tacoma today - Got papers from Charlie 
Peterson - he had no charges.  Saw Geo. J. Reed 
N.P. Atty. about Ry. crossing to Puyallup farm, & 
Wm P. Hopping etc. who agreed to attend to same.  
Telephoned Bonney - no shelves for books ready - 
but he agreed to store them carefully for me until I 
come back from Wash. D.C.  Hartman secured 
affid’s from Signal Corps men - illegal voting.  Saw 
George Irving, Ch. Rep. Com. Ter. Alaska about 
reorganization.  Recd. affids. etc. from J.L. Reed, 
atty. Valdes, & receipts from J.L. Simons.  Ralph 
Merrill talked about his mining scheme in Prince 
Wm. Sd. 
Wrote to Debbie & off to Buckley in morning at 
7:15. 

Diary 31, 1919 
May 25-29 

-25th – 
Went to Buckley today & had dinner with Mother & 
May & Harry. Visited with Judge & Mrs. P.V. Davis 
tonight. 

-26th – 
Bot my Ry. ticket to Wash. D.C. today & will start 
tomorrow evening.  Nome crowd gathering at 
hotels & I see many of them Asked to “talk” at 
University - also Military Club - but declined. 

-27- 
Finished work collecting affids & wrote to Debbie - 
left Seattle at 6 p.m. on N.P. train for Wash. 

-28- 
Spokane east. 

-29- 
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Montana & Dakota. 

Diary 31, 1919 
 

[Inside back cover] 
 

[Photograph] 
This is a photo of the first unit or building of the 

Alaska University, Agri College & School of Mines 
at Fairbanks – erected 1918. 

X 
 

Diary 31, 1919 
May 30- 
June 1 

-30th – 1919. 
May 30th, Decoration Day - St Paul this morning 
3:30, Dubuque (East) Galena & Chicago at 9 p.m. 
Can get a good nights rest and lose no-~.time if I 
remain here over night, So went to the “La Salle 
Hotel,” & took a room for the night. 

May 31 
After a good nights sleep & rest took 10:30 Penn. 
Ry. train East.  Pittsburg 1030 

-June 1st- 
Reached Washington this morning & went to 
Congress Hall Hotel - Sunday - tired - unpacking & 
meeting my friends. 

Diary 31, 1919 
June 2 

-2nd – 
Went systematically to work this morning - Indiana 
is the stronghold of organized Republicanism now - 
so I went to my friend Vestal of that state & gave 
him the outline of my Contest & what I thought 
ought to be done.  We called in Merrill Moores, of 
same state & he consulted with us - we reached an 
agreement - We then went & found my Notice of 
Contest & Statement of Facts in the Clerks office & 
examined it.  Then Moores & I hunted up Speaker 
Gillett & made the arrangement. 

Diary 31, 1919 
June 2 

2 
The Clerk of the House sent my Notice & 
Statement to the Speaker & it was referred to 
Elections Com. No. 3, of which Dowell, of Iowa, is 
Chairman - & the race is on!  Vestal will now 
organize the Republicans so that when Grigsby 
gets here with his certificate of election, we can get 
him held up till my Contest of the Nov. 5, 1918 
election is settled - so that he cannot be sworn in & 
take his seat until after my Contest is settled - so 
far the matter is going along the line we want it - in 
accord with precedent. 

Diary 31, 1919 
June 2 

2 
[clipping] 

Contested-Election Cases Referred  
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair finds on 

the Speaker’s table the papers in an election 
contest case from Alaska and refers the papers, 
with all accompanying documents, to the 
Committee on Elections No. 3; also some papers in 

J:\hist_docs\wickersham\ASL-MS0107-5-31.doc 



Alaska State Library - Historical Collections, PO Box 110571, Juneau AK 99811-0571 
Diary of James Wickersham. Jan. 4 1919 to Nov. 4, 1919 
MS 107 BOX 5 DIARY 31  
 

the Berger case, which are referred to the special 
committee having that case in charge. 

 
Election day in Alaska!  My notice & statement of 
Contest were sent to the Speaker by the Clerk of 
the House yesterday & are in print today. See  
 
[clipping] 
7. A letter from the Clerk of the House of 
Republicans transmitting a letter from Hon. James 
Wickersham, inclosing the original copy of a notice 
of contest and the petition and statement 
specifying particularly the grounds of his contest for 
a seat in the House of Republicans of the Sixty-
Sixth Congress as Delegate from the Territory of 
Alaska (H. Doc. No. 74); to the Committee on 
Elections No. 3 and ordered to be printed. 
 
Engaged in consultations with Vestal & Moores. Mc 
Co of Indiana, & studying the cases to determine,  
1st , How to proceed to take my testimony in Alaska  
which I have not taken & which must be given, if at 
all, by hostile witnesses, &  2nd, How to prevent 
Grigsby from being seated on his certificate of 
Election - until my Contest is settled!  Both are 
doubtful questions! 

Diary 31, 1919 
June 4 

-4- 
Have been studying the law of the Contest Case 
today & intend to make a fight to prevent Grigsby’s 
Certificate of Election from being accepted as 
prima facie evidence of his right to a seat pending 
the settlement of the contest - on the ground that it 
will be issued under the Alaska Act, without a final 
canvass and count of the official Returns – that’s 
the law! Wrote nice letter to Debbie tonight - 
Vestal, of Indiana, promises to assist in charge of 
my fight - the Ind. Delegation is friendly. Things 
look better now that I am getting settled & rested & 
can think clearly & study the law & the facts. 

Diary 31, 1919 
June 5-6 

-5- 
Same as yesterday - there are some serious 
questions of law involved in my case - account of 
death of Sulzer, Contestee & no one on whom to 
serve papers.  There is enough doubt to make it an 
interesting case & to keep me busy to cure the 
defects. 

-6th – 
Went down to the War Dept. & applied for a 
certificate showing that the 41 soldiers who voted 
in Alaska for Sulzer were enlisted in the States - 
etc. to establish their status as non-residents.  Will 
get it in a day or two. - then the question is how go 
get their testimony as to how they voted. 
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Diary 31, 1919 
June 6 

6 
Death of Charlie Hanson – my sister, Jennie’s, 
husband. 
 
[Telegram] 

Los Angeles Calif.  June 6 1919 
James Wickersham 

Cong Hall Hotel Washn DC 
Charlie Died this morning will stay here with the 
children 

Debbie 
 
Telegram announcing the death of Charles 
Hanson, my sister Jennie’s husband.  Poor 

Diary 31, 1919 
June 6 

6 
Charlie was a fine man - a man of high business 
ability, the strictest honor and integrity a good 
father and my very dear friend.  I am greatly 
shocked at his death for when I saw him in Los 
Angeles in March I thought he would recover. 

Also received a telegram from my attorney, J.B. 
Marshall, Juneau, Alaska, saying that Grigsby 
defeated Jones. 

Grigsby less than 3000. 
Jones about 1500. 

Since I received more than 4400 votes in Nov. 
Grigsby does not have anything to boast about - 
though he received more than I anticipated. 

Diary 31, 1919 
June 7-8 

-7th – 
[clipping] 

Democrat Seems Winner in Alaska. 
JUNEAU, Alaska, June 6.-- Except at Ketchikan, 

George Grigsby, democrat, apparently is proving 
an easy winner over E.O. Jones, labor candidate in 
the election held Tuesday for territorial delegate to 
Congress to succeed the late C.A. Sulzer, 
democrat. 
 
Am busy studying the law points involved in How to 
get additional testimony in my Contest Case - & 
how to make good that taken ExParte. 

-8th – 
Sunday. Visit from Maurice D. Leehey, Seattle Atty. 
engaged by Gov. Riggs & the Territorial Shipping 
Board to formulate plans for steamship line to 
Alaska - or to secure relief from present excessive 
rates.  Much to his surprise I was friendly & offered 
to assist him in the work - glad to get it off my 
hands!! 

Diary 31, 1919 
June 9-10 

-9th – 
Visited Adj. Genl. & Judge Advocate Genl. about a 
plan to get the testimony of the Alaskan soldiers 
who voted for Sulzer Nov. 5, 1918.   
Think tonight I have the plan worked out & have 
prepared an application to the House of Reps. 
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asking for more time & certain new rules, also 
combining the two contests the election of Nov. 5, 
1918 and the special Election of June 3, 1919. 

-10- 
Preparing Application for time to present additional 
testimony which must be approved by a House 
Reso. passed by the House - making Grigsby party 
- consolidating case 

Diary 31, 1919 
June 11 

-11th – 
Finished my application for time, consolidating 
cases, etc. Congressman Vestal, of Indiana, 
introduced Reso. for me. It affords a fair plain of 
taking testimony, consolidating both Alaska cases 
& enabling us to get the testimony fairly. 
Got certificate from War Dept. today, showing 40 
soldiers who voted in Alaska against me, Nov. 5, 
1918, were not residents of Alaska, and were 
illegal voters under the rule laid down in the 1st 
Alaska Contest - Wickersham v Sulzer - they are 
the same soldiers (in part) who cast those illegal 
votes. 

Diary 31, 1919 
June 12-13 

-12- 
To our surprise we find the parliamentarian 
referred the Vestal Reso. for extension of time in 
Alaska Contests, to the Judiciary Com. instead of 
to the Elections Com. No. 3, where the case is 
referred.  We are now trying to “unscramble the 
Eggs.” 

-13- 
We are making an effort to get the Vestal 
Resolution away from the Judiciary Com. & 
referred to the Elections Com. No. 3, where it 
belongs.  The Chairman of the Jud. Co. & 
members have today agreed to the change. 

-13th continued – 
Vestal tells me that he talked 

Diary 31, 1919 
June 13 

13 
to Champ Clark, the Democratic leader, about 
changing the Reso. to the Com. on Elections & that 
he agreed, but, he added, 
“Wickersham stands no more chance of being 
seated in this contest than a snowball in hell!” 
But we’ve got the affidavit for time & the Reso. etc. 
sent to the Com. on Elections & I hope for a square 
deal.  It seems Grigsby is writing letters to the 
Republican members & I am getting my friends 
busy heading off his “jury fixing.”   
Recd. letter today from Speaker Gillett authorizing 
me to occupy my old “Room 167” & I am situated 
there now working on my Contest! 

Diary 31, 1919 
June 14-15 

-14th – 
Same.  Working on contest. 

-15- 
Sunday.  Wrote letters of condolence to my sister 
Jennie & to A. G. Hanson - Charlies brother - for 
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him & his mother, & also letters to Debbie & 
Darrell. 
Poor Jen will find a great difference now - with her 
good indulgent husband dead - it will cut her 
income down sadly & she and the children will 
have to resort to habits of economy they have 
never been acquainted with before.  I am very 
sorry about his death - he was a good citizen & a 
better father & friend. 

Diary 31, 1919 
June 16 

-16th – 
Recd. telegram from John Rustgard today saying: 
 

JUNEAU, ALASKA, JUNE 14, ‘19  
James Wickersham, House Office Bldg. 
Wash. D.C.   Certificate of Election issued to 
Grigsby today upon telegraph returns some larger 
centers and no returns from smaller precincts.  
Grigsby left last night for Washington. 

John Rustgard 
 

Also received letter and Copy Bunnells opinion etc. 
from Henry T. Ray, Fairbanks.  Its a good letter 
and he gave me some much needed information 
about the Soldier vote there.  The case looks better 
to me & I can certainly make a good showing. 

Diary 31, 1919 
June 17-18 

-17- 
Am preparing objection & Brief in support against 
the House accepting Grigsby’s Certificate of 
Election & seating him pending the Contest.  I 
ought to win on the Objection - but you can never 
tell. 
Good letter from Darrell - New York. 

-18th – 
The House Com. on Elections No 3. was in session 
on my application for more time etc. today 
 
[clipping] 
 

Little Helen stood watching the funeral cortege of 
a prominent office holder in the city.  

“Oh, mamma, I’m so sorry for him.”   
“Yes, Helen, we are all sorry. His family will be 

very lonely.” 
“I’m not being sorry for his wife and I’m not being 

sorry for his children.” 
“Why, Helen!” 
I’m just being sorry for the man because he’s lost 

his job now, and he had such a hard time getting 
elected.” 
{Poor Sulzer!}          E.M.W. 
 
The Com. did nothing but talk & - I think - laid the 
matter over to await the arrival of Grigsby so they 
could say they were fair! 
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Diary 31, 1919 
June 19 

-19- 
Dowell, Chairman Com. Elections 3, told me today 
they would meet again on Monday & try & do 
something.   
Have prepared “Objections” & the statement of 
Facts & the Law - to assist my Republican friends 
in preventing Grigsby from being seated till the 
Contest is fought out!  Am not sure I can get it 
done, though the facts & law are both clearly with 
us - Understand Champ Clark is to lead the fight 
against me – he’s some fighter & I am therefore 
busy – for nothing stirs me up more than the idea 
that the other fellow is strictly on the job and 
working. 
Busy this afternoon in Ans. letters etc. 

Diary 31, 1919 
June 20 

-20- 
Have my objections to Grigsby’s Certificate of 
Election finished - printed 20 copies & ready to 
deliver to that many of my friends & supporters in 
the House tomorrow morning. My friend Vestal of 
Indiana will represent me in the matter for the 
objections to seating Grigsby must come from a 
Member.  He is not here yet but I expect him, now, 
any day & Clark will of course try to seat him on his 
Certificate - which we hope to prevent - anyway I 
will bring a contest against him & his Cert. of 
Election & thus finally present it for adjudication 
later. 

Diary 31, 1919 
June 21 

-21st – 
Delivered copies of my Objection & Brief on the law 
to prevent Grigsby from being sworn in as 
Delegate to 20 members this morning - including 
Speaker, Mondell, Vestal, Moores, Knutson, 
Winslow, Gurn of Iowa, Fess, McCulloch, Madden, 
Walsh, Dowell, Rodenberg, Longworth,-Moore of 
Penn, Dallinger & Mason of Ill. 
This is all I can do in the matter for the real 
objection must come from a Member who will make 
the fight on the floor - & my friend Vestal, of Ind. 
agrees to attend to it on the floor. 
Sent out official copies of my Notice of Contest, 
etc. to Morton E. Stevens, Fairbanks; J.L. Reed, 
Valdes; John B. Marshall, Juneau, and Forest J. 
Hunt, Ketchikan. 

Diary 31, 1919 
June 22-24 

-22- 
Recd. letter this morning from Hon. Fredk. W. 
Dallinger, M.C. & the Chairman of Elections Com. 
No 1, suggesting that I prepare Notice of Contest 
at once against Grigsby - & I have spent this day in 
drafting it - Have it ready for typing & will get 
Jeffery to do that. 

-23- 
Meeting of Election Com. No. 3, on my case - 
Champ Clark requested Com. to postpone action 
on Reso. No. 105, introduced by Vestal, of Ind. for 
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me, till Grigsby could reach Washington - I could 
not object & the matter was postponed. 

-24- 
Finished, signed & verified Notice of Contest 
against Grigsby in the 2nd Alaska contest now 
pending.  My friends are studying the case - but 
Mondell is pulling back. 

Diary 31, 1919 
June 25-26 

-25th – 
On the theory that this is my last day for taking 
testimony in the Case against the Nov. 5, 1918 
contest, I am making my affidavit to file with the 
Clerk of the House. 
I am covering whole case and attaching many 
exhibits etc. to it, and trying to do it so full that if 
House does not order any further time to take 
testimony I’ll have a basis of a case any way! 
Have dictated a long affidavit & will sign & swear to 
it tonight. Have it all done in good shape. 

-26- 
Completed shaping my deposition this morning - 
took it to Vestal, M.C. from Ind. who read it 
carefully & approved it - filed. 

Diary 31, 1919 
June 26 

26 
At the supper table this evening at the hotel 
Mattison, the Seattle Times reporter told me that 
Grigsby is in town at the Washington Hotel - that 
he came to the City last night & had been in 
consultation today with Champ Clark and the 
Democratic committee!  Well, now that I have my 
affidavit made and filed in the Sulzer case I have 
time to attend to George, and will serve my Notice 
of Contest against him tomorrow, and get his case 
under way. 
Vestal, of Ind- read my testimony before it was filed 
today & seemed satisfied with its character. 

Diary 31, 1919 
June 27 

-27- 
Gave Pickering, of the Rep. Majority Room, copies 
of my Notice’s of Contest in both the Sulzer & 
Grigsby cases for service on Grigsby - this morning 
but the last I heard from him he had not found the 
defendant for service - he will, of course, and then 
both cases will be finished as far as I can go 
immediately.  The Elections Com. will now 
probably act on the Vestal Resolution No 105. 
Have been answering my correspondence & 
catching up so that I can devote my time to the 
contests - told tonight that Democratic leaders say 
that Grigsby will not offer to take oath. 

Diary 31, 1919 
June 28 

-28- 
Got service Notice of Contest on Grigsby - 2nd 
Contest - this morning.   
Republican leaders considering whether to object 
to his being sworn in. 

Mrs. Sulzer has been here since Congress 
opened trying to get an appropriation of $7,500 - a 
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years salary as the wife of a deceased 
Congressmans wife - but I learn tonight from 
Maurice D. Lechey that she has, today, gone home 
to N.Y. - Mrs. S. has always been an ardent 
partisan of Champ. Clark & the female members of 
his family - which is some explanation of his activity 
in her aid. 
Maurice D. Leehey, Atty. for Riggs & the Alaska 
Shipping Scheme in to see me tonight - he is not 
getting anything done! 

Diary 31, 1919 
June 29-30 

-29- 
Darrell came over to Washington this morning at 
11 oclock and visited with me all day, returning 
tonight on the midnight train.  We saw the Baseball 
Game between Wash. & Phil . teams, & had a 
good game of cards in the evening. 

-30- 
Nothing much today - just waiting till the 
Republican leaders determine what they will do 
about seating Grigsby on his fraudulent certificate.  
Mondell and others insist that he must be seated 
while some of my friends urge objection - I do not 
know yet what they will do.  Congress is trying to 
get the Appro. bills passed today - July 1 is 
beginning of new fiscal year. 

Diary 31, 1919 
July 1 

July 1st 
I am discouraged today at the conditions of my 
Contest Case.  Mondell, of Wyo. Republican leader 
is against me and acts unfairly against me and for 
Grigsby, and other Republicans who do not know 
the facts, support him.  Grigsby will be sworn in & 
seated on his fraudulent Certificate of Election, and 
I will have to catch up & get him out, sometime, - if 
I can.  It puts me in bad, but I do not, really, lose 
my rights to a contest, though he gains very 
decided advantages - unfairly and in violation of 
the law.  Of course I am permitted to carry on my 
Contests, with 

Diary 31, 1919 
July 1-2 

1 
my opponent given advantages which he is not 
entitled to have under the law. 
 
[clipping] 

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. 
Tuesday, July 1, 1919. 

SWEARING IN A MEMBER. 
Mr. CLARK of Missouri.  Mr. Speaker, I ask that 

the gentleman from Alaska, Mr. George B. 
GRIGSBY, be sworn in.  His credentials are in 
proper form and are signed by the returning board, 
and they have been examined by the Speaker. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will come 
forward. 
Mr. GRIGSBY, Delegate from Alaska, appeared 
before the bar of the House and took the oath of 
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office. 
-2nd – 

Am urging my friends to aid me to get the Contest 
Case at issue tried & settled.  If I can get the record 
made up I think I can lick ‘em.  Got a little 
additional evidence today from Marshall - Our case 
is all right if we can get the Republicans to give me 
a square hearing & I guess we can get that. 

Diary 31, 1919 
July 3 

3rd 
Long talk today with Dowell the Ch. of the Elections 
Com. No 3, having my case!  He is a fair honest 
man - but was born lazy, and slow of thought. He 
cannot be made to understand that my witnesses 
are in Alaska - 5000 miles away - he seems to 
think they are here in my office. He cannot be 
made to know that I cannot take my evidence in 40 
days - and he is against me on the Vestal Reso. & 
thinks I ought to take all my evidence over again on 
Notice to Grigsby - Dowell agrees to call the Com. 
sometime next week to hear me & Grigsby on the 
matter!! 

Diary 31, 1919 
July 4 

July 4th 1919. 
Have remained in my office all day working on the 
Table of Contents & Index to the Bibliography of 
Alaskan Pub. Doc’s, which I hope to get printed by 
the Senate as a Pub. Doc. 
A very hot & very Sabbath-like 4th (1) President 
Wilson is on his way from France & will land in 
New York about Tuesday.  (2). The first dirigible 
balloon plane to cross the Ocean from Europe to 
America is expected to land today or tomorrow - on 
this side.  (3) The Championship fight between 
Willard & Dempsey today - Dempsey won - 4 
rounds. 

Diary 31, 1919 
July 5-7 

-5- 
Working in office on Index to Alaskan Bibliography 
of Public Documents.  Col. Perkins of Seattle, 
formerly of Nome, took lunch with me. 

-6th – 
Sunday – reading – in office. 

-7- 
Am preparing a letter to the President of the Grand 
Trunk Pacific Ry. Howard G. Kelley, Montreal, 
Canada, presenting the suggestion that now is the 
proper time for that Co. to get into the Alaska trade 
from Prince Rupert, B.C. and offering co-operation.  
I am sending him a copy of Rigg’s Mass 
[manuscript] to the Legislature, etc. 

Diary 31, 1919 
July 8-9 

-8th – 
Congress has been at recess since a week ago - 
meets again today. 

President Wilson returned to the United States 
from France today - reached Wash. late tonight. 
The fight on over the Presidents League of Nations 
in the Paris treaty now begins in earnest - in the 
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Senate & in the whole country. 
-9th – 

Tried in vain to Get the Elections Com. No. 3 to 
take action in my case today - no quorum. Dowell 
is doing me great harm by his weak & vacillating 
course. He seems afraid to do right & has no 
courage! 

Diary 31, 1919 
July 10 

-10- 
Applied to the House Committee on Accounts for 
my $37500 stationery account for the 65th 
Congress.  Recd. letter from Debbie & wrote her 
one in answer. 

Dowell, Chairman Com. on Elections advised me 
today that he has called another meeting of the 
Com. tomorrow. 
Answering Correspondence today. 
 
[clipping] 

Would Write History  
of Early Alaska Life 

Judge Wickersham Says He Possesses Most  
Complete Set of Facts Concerning  

Country in Existence. 
By M. M. Mattison.   

Capital City Bureau,   
The Seattle Times,   

923 Colorado Building. 
 
WASHINGTON, Saturday, June 28.  - If he were 
not busy right now making a fight to hold the seat 
in Congress that delegate from Alaska is entitled 
to, Judge James Wickersham probably  
would write a history of the Northern Territory - not 
a political tale, but the fascinating story of early 
discovery, Russian rule and the early days when 
only a few knew Alaska was not perpetually ice 
bound.  Latter day affairs and politics, Judge 
Wickersham would be willing to dismiss with a 
chapter; the politics with a paragraph if he touched 
upon it at all. 

Diary 31, 1919 
July 10-11 

10 
In his earlier life in Tacoma, Judge Wickersham 
used to delve into Indian lore and write historical 
papers on territorial days and the times even 
before Washington became a political unit. If 
memory serves correctly he wrote one of the first 
arguments Tacoma used to support the theory that 
the Indians once described the grandeur of Mount 
Rainier by using an adjective that early whites 
thought something like “Tacoma,” “Tahoma,” 
“Takobet,” or something else. And he messed 
around considerably with early historical societies 
digging up traditions of the Northwest. 
 Wickersham has been indulging himself freely in 
his latest hobby of collecting publications on Alaska 
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and he insists he has the most complete library on 
the territory that is in existence.  He has all the 
English books and most of those printed in other 
languages. 
 Included in the Wickersham library on Alaska are 
four rare old Russian books descriptive of the early 
days of Russian occupancy.  These never have 
been translated into English. 
 “If I had time I would translate them myself, for it 
ought to be done,” said Judge Wickersham, talking 
of his hobby.  “The idea of publishing a real history 
on Alaska grows on me and I would like to have 
someone do the work.  We ought to have at least 
one real history instead of the scattered works that 
very few persons ever have seen and probably  
nobody ever has read in their entirety.  It would be 
a fascinating study to go over the stories of the 
early days and to clear away some of the myths of 
Russian occupancy.” 
 In the meantime the coming of George Griggsby, 
who was elected at the special election on June 3, 
probably will speed up the preparatory work for the 
contest over the Alaska seat in the House.  
Wickersham has gathered a great deal of his 
evidence and Griggsby probably has his records 
under way.  But the contest is likely to be one of 
those long drawn out affairs that will not be settled 
until the session is well advanced.  The last contest 
dragged until the close of the last session when 
Wickersham finally was seated. 
 In the meantime, if Wickersham is doing anything 
further with his fight against Secretary of the 
Interior Franklin K. Lane the fact is not apparent.  
In fact, Wickersham seems to be deeply interested 
in helping along the Alaska railroad appropriation 
for the completion of the road. 

-July 11th – 
Had the first hearing today before the Com. on 
Elections No 3, on my Alaska contested election 
Cases. 

Diary 31, 1919 
July 11 

11 
Good quorum of Com. present & also Grigsby. The 
Ch. said he desired to get the Vestal Reso. H. 
Reso 105, reported this week.  Grigsby said he had 
not seen the Reso it was introduced on just a 
month ago - on June 11th , but he declared he had 
not seen it.  It seems he has not given careful 
consideration to the matter if that is true - he is 
such a liar though that one cannot tell!  He acted 
like he had no knowledge of the case - I talked 40 
minutes & the further hearing went over till 10 
oclock in the morning at his request - which I 
consented to the Com. seemed interested & 
friendly enough - & I feel encouraged! 

J:\hist_docs\wickersham\ASL-MS0107-5-31.doc 



Alaska State Library - Historical Collections, PO Box 110571, Juneau AK 99811-0571 
Diary of James Wickersham. Jan. 4 1919 to Nov. 4, 1919 
MS 107 BOX 5 DIARY 31  
 

Diary 31, 1919 
July 12 

-12th – 
We continued hearings in Contest Case before 
Election Com. No. 3 this forenoon - Grigsby talked 
for his side and presented it with all the force 
justified - & then some.  He made a strong case & 
may mislead the Com. into throwing out all my 
testimony & make me begin all over again. While 
that will be a matter of injury & expense to me I am 
prepared to do it if the Com. compels it.   
The Com. put the matter over till some time next 
week another week gone - & nothing done - But it 
cant be avoided for I think it best to get the matter 
fully before the Com. to begin on. This afternoon I 

Diary 31, 1919 
July 12-13 

12 
served a letter on Grigsby offering to enter into an 
agreement to appoint, each, an agent in Wash. 
D.C. Juneau and Fairbanks, Alaska, upon whom 
service of process could be made in the two 
Contest cases.  It was suggested by the Com. & I 
am anxious to get the record on him. 

-13th – Sunday 
Nothing doing - in office and reading - took long 
walk out “B” St. to Anacostia flats & examined the 
sewer outlets & overflow etc.  Getting very hot 
again after 3 or 4 days of cool weather. I am 
preparing to go west when Com. acts on matter of 
my evidence etc. 

Diary 31, 1919 
July 14 

-14th – 
Recd. reply to my letter of the 8th addressed to the 
Pres. of the Grand Trunk Pacific Ry. Montreal, 
Canada in which he says: 
I am just in receipt of your favor of the 8th  inst. in 
regard to the Alaska trade, particularly as it affects 
the Grand Trunk Pacific Railway and the port of 
Prince Rupert.  As I shall be absent from Montreal 
for a number of days, I am forwarding your letter 
and enclosures to Mr. J. E. Dalrymple, vice 
president in charge of traffic, with instructions to 
give you suggestions consideration and endeavor 
to arrange a meeting.  I am also writing Mr. W. P. 
Hinton, Vice President & General Manager of the 
company who would also be glad to see you on 
this subject if it were possible for 
for him to go to New York for the Purpose.   

Yours Very Truly,   
Howard G. Kelley, 

President. 
Diary 31, 1919 
July 15 

15th – 
Recd. answer to my letter to Grigsby proposing 
appointment of agents in Alaska etc. upon whom 
service could be made, refusing to do so in the 
Sulzer case, but agreeing to do so in his case - 
where none is necessary - no facts being alleged 
by me & my not being even a candidate - George 
is tricky as usual - Dowell, Ch. of the Com. is 
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stubborn & against me!   Am interviewing other 
members of the com. trying to get square deal. 
Sent copies of my letters & Grigsbys - wherein he 
refuses to appoint agents to accept service of 
process in Contest cases to Dowell, Ch. & 
Hudspeth Democrat. leaders of Election Com. No 3 
- making record on George 

Diary 31, 1919 
July 16 

-16- 
Recd. another letter from Grigsby today - he is 
gradually getting to the point where I think he will 
make the agreement I want. His letter today is a 
concession of many things that are in my favor. 

I also took over to Senator Jones all papers in 
my possession needed to complete the record in 
opposition to the confirmation of Roth & Bunnell.  I 
dictated a letter there asking for information from 
the War Dept. to aid in the matter. Jones is out 
west, but I hope he will get back before I have to 
go west. 
The P-I. of Seattle, editorial, calls for an 
investigation of the Alaska Rd. Commission, etc. 

Diary 31, 1919 
July 17-19 

-17- 
Nothing much - writing letters, “watchful waiting” in 
Contest. 

-18- 
Henry W. Elliott is going over parts of the 
Bibliography on Alaska Pub. Docs. trying to 
determine if the work done by Morrison is full & 
complete. He is taking up the Messages of the 
President, also Proclamations & Ex. Orders & finds 
some omissions - is doing good work. 

-19- 
Am writing letter to Hon. Henry Z. Osborne M.C. 
from Los Angeles, trying to show him why the coal-
less towns of So. Cal. ought to get into the trade of 
Alaska: Seattle & Portland do not want Alaska coal 
- they have plenty at home, but Los Angeles 

Diary 31, 1919 
July 19-21 

19 
cannot prosper, industrially, without it!  He asked 
me to write the letter, after our conversation at the 
table, and I am sending along Docs. etc. in 
explanation.  He will send it to the Los Angeles 
business men. 
Recd. telegram from Debbie saying she will start 
for Seattle tomorrow evening, from Los Angeles. 

-20th – 
Rainy Sunday.  Will pack up & go west this week - 
if I can get Com. to act on Contest. 

21st 
Am just notified from Dowells office that he will hold 
another hearing tomorrow at 11 oclock - I have 
been after Vestal, Moores, Knutson, et. al. and I 
suppose someone has stirred him to action - he is 
slow as molasses in December. 
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Diary 31, 1919 
July 22-23 

-22nd – 
Argued final submission of the Vestal Reso. No. 
105, before the Com. on Elections this morning - & 
hope now to get some action.  Grigsby argued also 
& matter submitted to the com. I fear the Com. is 
against me to the end on my former testimony - but 
think I will report Reso. favorably 

-23rd – 
Dowell, Ch. Com. Elections informs me the Com. 
will pass my Reso.- on Monday - but cuts out my 
testimony up to date and requires me to do it all 
again with notice to Grigsby - also cut out the order 
to the Soldiers to testify - which means I wont 

Diary 31, 1919 
July 23 

23 
get them to talk - but it is the best I can get, & I 
must be satisfied. 
Also the Com. on Ter. has held a meeting to 
secure a report on Curry’s bill to raise the limit on 
the Alaska Ry. authorization from $35,000,000 an 
extra $17,000,000.  I did not hear about the 
meeting until this evening after dinner - Johnson of 
Wash. called & told me about it - he seems to have 
gone after them rough and is being pursued by 
Sen. Poindexter & Sec. Lane both of whom are 
trying to get him to quit objecting!�I urged him not 
to get into any fight - let it go - let the authorization 
go through! 

Diary 31, 1919 
July 23 

23rd continued: 
It seems the Clerk of the House has had my 
exparte testimony printed - I received two copies 
today much to my surprise - I am annoyed about it 
because it gives my opponent full notice of the 
names of my witnesses - what they are testifying to 
etc. and now that I am compelled to go back to 
Alaska and take their evidence again - on Notice 
by Grigsby - it gives him a chance to run them out 
of the way, to bribe them to change their 
statements etc. etc. I am provoked - but cant help 
myself - we Republicans have no organization - the 
Demo-s beat us a mile in that matter! 

Diary 31, 1919 
July 24 

-July 24th – 
[clipping] 

ALASKAN SEAT IN TANGLE. 
House Committee Reports Resolu- 

tion Providing for Contest. 
A resolution which would permit James 

Wickersham, Republican of Alaska, to contest 
George Grigsby’s right to a seat in the House as 
Alaskan delegate, and would allow 90 days for the 
case to be heard, was reported yesterday by a 
House elections committee. 

Mr. Wickersham’s opponent last fall, Charles A. 
Sulzer, Democrat, died before a certificate of 
election was given. Charges of fraudulent 
practices, made by Mr. Wickersham, could not be 
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served to contest the seat; and he, holding the first 
election illegal, did not enter the election to fill the 
vacancy left by Mr. Sulzer’s death. After Mr. 
Grigsby, Democrat, was elected, Mr. Wickersham 
served notice on him that the case would be 
contested. 
 
The Com. gives me as little as possible, and 
Dowell seems to think I’m lucky to be left alive. A 
Demo- Chairman would have given me more & a 
Democrat every thing I asked for.  
Went to Treasury Dept. with application for my 
$2000 item in Genl. Deficiency Act of July 11, 1919 

Diary 31, 1919 
July 25 

-25- 
Com. on Accounts has allowed my Stationery 
Account for $375. for last Congress. 
On the evening of the 23d. Congressman Johnson 
of Wash. visited me at Cong. Hall Hotel - told me 
Ter. Com. was conducting hearings on Ry. bill to 
increase the authorization $17,000,000 etc. etc. 
That was the first I knew of it but now it seems they 
are pushing the matter - McPherson, Ryan & 
others are here - they notified Grigsby, who was 
present, but did not give me notice. I shall keep 
quiet and will not make the slightest attempt to 
annoy them in the matter - notwithstanding Waste 
& politics. 

Diary 31, 1919 
July 26 

-July 26th – 
From yesterdays Record: 
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON PUBLIC BILLS 

AND  
RESOLUTIONS. 

 Under clause 2 of Rule XIII, bills and resolutions 
were severally reported from committees, delivered 
to the Clerk, and referred to the several calendars 
therein named, as follows: 
 Mr. DOWELL, from the Committee on Elections 
No. 3, to which was referred the resolution (H. Res. 
105) authorizing an extension of time for taking 
testimony, arranging orderly procedure, and 
providing other relief in the Alaska contested 
election cases, reported the same with 
amendment, accompanied by a report (No. 154), 
which said bill and report were referred to the 
Committee of the Whole House on the state of the 
Union. 
CONTESTED-ELECTION CASE-WICKERSHAM 

AGAINST SULZER. 
 Mr.  DOWELL.  Mr. Speaker, I submit a privileged 
report from the Committee on Elections No. 3 and 
ask to have it printed in the RECORD. 
 The SPEAKER.  What is the case? 
 Mr. SMALL.  The case of Wickersham against 
Sulzer, from Alaska. 
 The SPEAKER.  The gentleman from Iowa 
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submits a privileged report which will be printed 
and referred to the Committee of the Whole House.  
The gentleman asks unanimous consent that it be 
printed in the RECORD.  Is there objection? 
 There was no objection. 
 The report is as follows: 
 Your Committee on Elections No. 3, having had 
under consideration House resolution 105, a 
resolution relative to the securing of evidence in 
the contested-election case of James Wickersham 
v. Charles A. Sulzer, Territory of Alaska, 
recommended that said resolution be amended in 
the following respects: 
 On page 1 of the printed resolution, amend by 
striking out, in line 9 the words “necessary 
additional,” and by striking out, at the end of said 
line 9 and the beginning of line 10, the words “as 
near as may be.” 
 On page 1, amend by adding, after the word “on” 
in line 2, the words “George B. Grigsby.”  
 On page 1, amend by striking out, in lines 13 and 
14, after the figure “3,” the words “the candidate 
who is successful in said special election to” and 
by inserting in lieu thereof the words “said George 
B. Grigsby shall.” 
 On page 2, line 4, amend by striking out the word 
“to” and insert in lieu thereof the word “shall.” 
 On page 2, amend by adding, after the word 
“rebuttal,” in line 5, the word testimony.” 
 On page 2, amend by striking out all of 
paragraph 5, which includes the figure “5,” at the 
end of line 5, and all of lines 6, 7, 8, 9, and 10, 
down to and including the semicolon following the 
word “witnesses.” 
 Also amend by renumbering the paragraphs 
accordingly. 
 On page 2, amend by adding, after the word 
“candidate,” line 19, the words “said George B. 
Grigsby.” 
 On page 3, amend by adding after the word “on,” 
line 5, the words” said George B. Grigsby.” 
 On page 3, amend by adding after the word 
“which,” in line 6, the words” said George B. 
Grigsby.” 
 On page 3, amend by adding after the word 
“either,” in line 8, the word “of.” 
 On page 3, amend by striking out the words “and 
required,” in line 10. 
 On page 3, amend by striking out the word 
“said,” in line 11, and inserting in lieu thereof the 
word “the.” 
 On page 3, amend by striking out the words “in 
the manner provided herein,” in line 20. 
 On page 3, amend by striking out, in line 22, the 
comma, after the word “cause,” and insert in lieu 
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thereof a period; and by striking out all after the 
word “cause,” in said line 22, and by striking out all 
of lines 23, 24, 25, and lines 1 and 2, on page 4, 
down to and including the word “and,” in said line 
2. 
 On page 4, line 2, amend by inserting, before the 
word “the,” in line 2, the figure “10” and by 
capitalizing the word “the.” 
 The committee recommends that said resolution 
so amended do pass. 
 Mr. DOWELL.  I wish to give notice that on 
Monday I will ask to have this report considered. 

Diary 31, 1919 
July 26 

26 
The Com. whittled away everything that would do 
me~ any good & put in everything they could to 
assist my opponent. 
Have bought my tickets & will leave here Monday 
evening 28th - for Seattle & Alaska. 
Have arranged with high officials of the Grand 
Trunk Pac. Ry. to meet their representatives at 
Seattle and Prince Rupert, in relation to the matter 
of organizing a SS. line at Ketchikan to cover S.E. 
Alaska & Prince Rupert – its our only chance to 
secure relief from excessive rates by the Alaska 
SS. Co. of Seattle. 
Recd. my $2000. warrant for expenses in 
Contested Election Case Wickersham v. Sulzer 
65th Congress. 

Diary 31, 1919 
July 26-27 

July 26th continued. 
Grigsby served his answer on me today - it is, 
generally an allegation that a large number of 
persons cast their votes for me on Nov. 5, 1918, 
who were not at the time legal voters - in Alaska. 
My Reply is prepared & I will serve it on him on 
Monday - a general denial of all new matter alleged 
in his Answer. It puts the whole case at issue. 

-27- 
Geo. has been making copies of Grigsbys Ans. for 
me to send to my Attorneys & friends in Alaska - 
Am ready to go west tomorrow. 

Diary 31, 1919 
July 28 

-28th – 
The House today agreed to the Reso. permitting 
me to take testimony in the Sulzer - Grigsby 
contest - Dowell has cut me down on everything 
possible & the Reso. has been so amended as to 
be greatly in Grigsby’s favor & against me.  They 
even refused to give me more than 40 days there 
which is not enough - I should have had 60 days - 
& with Grigsby holding the office it was fair to him & 
very unfair to me to refuse – but they did.  I will go 
west at 6 p.m. feeling that I have lost everything 
which the Republican organization could have 
given me unfairly, lost & unjustly! 
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Diary 31, 1919 
July 29- 
Aug 1 

-29th – 
Chicago - this evening; 
Hon. Henry Z. Osborne, M.C. from Los Angeles is 
on the train going west, via Portland, to Los 
Angeles. 

-30- 
St. Paul – Fargo. 

-31st – 
Glendive – Butte. 

Aug 1st 
Reached Seattle tonight at 10:25 and found Debbie 
at the Hotel Frye - safe & well - When I left Wash. it 
was understood the House would take a long 
recess - 5 weeks and the papers today say that the 
House Com. on Ter. is coming out to inspect the 
Alaska Ry - that means more trouble for me - it will 
hurt my taking evidence etc. etc. 

Diary 31, 1919 
August 2 

2nd  
Have forwarded copies of Grigsby Answer & my 
Reply in Contest Case to Griffith - Nome, Ray - 
Fairbanks, & Reed, Valdes, so they can be used to 
take testimony - issues. 
No boat north till Thursday. 
Sent telegram to Capt. Nicholson, Vancouver, of 
my presence in Seattle & hope to make a date with 
him on Monday or Tuesday. 
Deposited $2300. in Bank & got my affairs straight. 
 
[clipping] 

Postpone Trip of House  
Territorial -Committee to  

Alaska for One Week  
Capital City Bureau,  
The Seattle Times,  

923 Colorado Building. 
WASHINGTON, Saturday, Aug. 2. -- Because the 
request made by President Wilson that Congress 
remain in session, the projected trip of members of 
the House Territorial and appropriation committees 
to Alaska has been postponed for one week. 
The House will recess for three-day periods for 
three-day periods for about six weeks.  Some of 
the members of the delegation were already en 
route to their home states and had planned to joint 
the Alaskan party in Seattle when the presidential 
request that Congress remain in session was 
received.  The postponement will give Secretary 
Lane an opportunity to make the trip. 

Diary 31, 1919 
August 3-4 

-3rd Sunday.- 
Conference with Dwight D. Hartman -- he will serve 
notice on Luhey tomorrow for taking testimony of 
Signal Corps men here who voted in Alaska Nov. 
5, last for Sulzer. I will go north to Ketchikan on the 
SS. “Alaska” on Thursday. 
Capt. Nicholson, of the Grand Trunk Pac. 
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telegraphs me he will be in Seattle Tuesday for a 
conference. 

-4th – 
With the Peoples, from Fairbanks -- now of Seattle 
we went over to Tacoma - visited the library - lunch 
at the Tacoma Hotel, rode out by the ranch etc.  A 
fair day. Many persons calling at the Hotel to see 
me. 

Diary 31, 1919 
August 5 

-5- 
Had notice served on Lahey to take Depositions of 
4 Signal Corps men, & P.H. Nash, the latter from 
Nushagak.  Also issued & served subpoenas & will 
take matter up tomorrow at 10 oclock. 
Had conference with Capt. Nicholson of the Grand 
Trunk Pacific Ry & SS. Co. about getting benefit of 
their line to Alaska. He is a fine man & knows the 
situation - but I am afraid the conditions are hard to 
overcome - I promised to do all I could to assist his 
Co. to get into the S.E. Alaska trade - I think it a 
good thing to do. 

Diary 31, 1919 
August 6 

-6th – 
Took Depositions of Col. B.O. Lenoir, Capt. Faust, 
Looney, Beals, Labinsky and Van Wyck, soldiers 
and P.H. Nash, from Nushagak, today before H. H. 
Hartman, Notary Public, Williams, stenographer - 
Maurice D. Lahey, atty. for Grigsby, = satisfactory. 
Sent telegrams to Rustgard to give Notice for 
Ketchikan hearings beginning on Monday - also to 
Marshall to wait for me in Ketchikan. 
Leehey, for Grigsby refused my offer of time 
extension. 

Diary 31, 1919 
August 7-9 

-7th – 
Left Seattle this morning at 9. a.m. on the S.S. 
“Alaska” for Ketchikan. 

-8th – 
Across Queen Charlottes Sd. 

-9th – 
Arrived in Ketchikan at 12 m. Put up at the “Revilla 
Hotel. Marshall arrived this evening from Prince of 
Wales Is. with Adam Shellhouse one of our 
important witnesses - Have telegraphed Rustgard 
at Juneau to serve notice on Hellenthal of taking 
depositions of our witnesses. 
Chas. E. Davidson, Secretary of Territory, 
Surveyor General, etc. reported drowned in Taku 
yesterday - an accident and a great loss to good 
government in Alaska 

Diary 31, 1919 
August 10-11 

-10th – 
Sunday.  consulting with witnesses etc. and getting 
ready to take depositions tomorrow - Cosgrove & 
Zeigler, appear for Grigsby. 

-11th – 
Took depositions of Hunt, Durkin, Shellhouse, 
Jones, Kinkaids, today before Winston Notary 
Public.  The Democratic officials Mahoney & 
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Sharpe attended and got such a good scoring as 
they will remember - The evidence went my way 
satisfactorily but Althouse, one of my best 
witnesses failed to come in - must send for him & 
get his deposition later. 

Diary 31, 1919 
August 12-13 

-12- 
Marshall went to Juneau on the Jefferson, but I 
remained to get Althouse’s testimony & others on 
Friday.  Am on track of some good evidence & 
intend to remain here and get it. 

-13th – 
Am giving notice of taking more testimony 
tomorrow - or Friday  Have to telegraph to 
Rustgard at Juneau to give personal notice in 
writing there to Hellenthal - names of witnesses 
etc. then I have to issue subpoena here to 
witnesses & compel them to appear before Notary 
Public when Grigsbys attorneys & I examine them 
under oath etc. 

Diary 31, 1919 
August 14-15 

-14- 
Giving notice to witnesses for tomorrow - raining.  I 
have many kind friends and supporters here & 
some very bitter political opponents. 

-15- 
Took testimony of Althouse, Oliver, Wakefield, & 
others today before Winston, N. P.  Evidence is 
good in strictly in support of the allegations of my 
Notice of Contest.  Althouse’s testimony especially 
was to the point, important and strong.  Have 
established clearly & positively frauds, by Mahoney 
& Sharpe, U.S. Com. & U.S. Dept. Marshal at 
Election – bad. 

Diary 31, 1919 
August 16-17 

-16- 
Took testimony of Mr. J. M. Thomas & Joe Ulmer, - 
good.  I am thoroughly satisfied with the testimony 
here & before I go have made arrangements with 
Arthur Sharp to appear for me & cross-examine the 
witnesses of Grigsby taken here during his 40 
days. 
Left Ketchikan this evening on the SS “Alameda” 
for Valdes. 

-17th – 
Col. Mears & the Alaska Ry. Com. crowd on board 
boat bound for Seward - also Bishop Crimont 
Father Van Der Pol. & many of my Alaska friends.  
Boat arrived at Juneau at 2 oclock p.m. & I have 
spent 

Diary 31, 1919 
August 17 

17 
the afternoon with my attorneys Marshall & 
Rustgard - took dinner with several of my friends. 
Recd. notice served by Hellenthal that Grigsby 
declines my offer to take testimony during the 
whole of the 90 days allowed by House Reso. 105, 
instead of 40 & 40 & 10 day periods.  Also served 
notice on Gov. Riggs of Reso. No. 105 & 

J:\hist_docs\wickersham\ASL-MS0107-5-31.doc 



Alaska State Library - Historical Collections, PO Box 110571, Juneau AK 99811-0571 
Diary of James Wickersham. Jan. 4 1919 to Nov. 4, 1919 
MS 107 BOX 5 DIARY 31  
 

demanded that he forward election returns to 
Washington in strict compliance therewith.  I am 
suspicious he is intending not to forward the 
returns!  Riggs is on board Alameda going to 
Anchorage & Railroad points! 

Diary 31, 1919 
August 18 

-18th – 
The steamer has been at the Skagway wharf all 
day, from 7. a.m. to midnight, unloading freight, & I 
have hunted old Skagway papers!  Jack Kellar 
gave me the files of the “Interloper” & the “Haines 
Pioneer Press,” and also extra copies of the “Dyea 
Trail” & some others.  Also another friend has 
promised me many extra copies of the “Trail” & the 
“Guide.” 
Had dinner with Charlie Joynt & his young wife - 
she is a nice good girl, and a clever cook. 
Riggs & the Railroad experts went to the summit 
on the W.P. Ry - today - but did not invite me.  It is 
an unfriendly crowd, but I grin & bear it. 

Diary 31, 1919 
August 19-20 

-19th – 
We left Skagway at midnight & ran out of Icy Strait 
this morning. There is a gentle swell on & I rolled 
the contents of my stomach overboard - it may do 
me good. 

-20- 
This morning we are off Cape St. Elias & in a 
smooth sea - a cloudless sky gives us a grand view 
of the noble range of snow covered mountains to 
the East & north.  Before noon we ran into the 
entrance to Prince William’s Sound, and just after 
noon we landed at Cordova.  Saw Dr. Chase & 
George Dooley & gave Dooley a list of the persona 
whom Grigsby charges as illegal voters in 
Cordova.  He went 

Diary 31, 1919 
August 20 

20 
over the names carefully & declares they were all 
(except 2 or 3 whom he does not know) are long 
residents of Cordova and legal electors.  One was 
in the hotel & quickly made affidavit to his legal 
qualifications & Dooley agrees to secure a verified 
statement from all he can find - He says the charge 
is false & thinks we can “come back” hard with the 
proofs. 
Left the matter with Dooley & Chase.  Our boat left 
Cordova for Valdes at 7 p.m. 
Have had a long talk with Mr. A.R. Trachsel, about 
the development of Snug Harbor, & coal & iron 
mines near & north of that place - He promises to 
work with me in the matter. 

Diary 31, 1919 
August 21 

-21st – 
Have a fine corner room today in the Copper Block 
a beautiful sunny day - the mountains are beautiful 
Valdes looks good. 
Consulting with Reed, Ritchie & other friends about 
taking depositions of Signal Corps men. 
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Met new commander, Major Houston - seems to be 
a fine man & offers any assistance in his favor.  
Sending telegrams to Seattle, Juneau, Fairbanks. 
Anchorage & Nome starting my assistants in all 
those places to work getting evidence. This is a 
good vantage point from which to work, and I feel 
confident that I can get the evidence needed in the 
Contest. 

Diary 31, 1919 
August 22 

-22nd – 
Ritchie & Reed went over to Pt. Liscum & got 
information of illegal votes there Nov. 5 - Issued 
subpoena Is for D. H. Tyer & wife & Capt. Hewes 
who wish to go out on “Alameda” to appear 
tomorrow before Reed, Notary Public. 

Also sent long telegrams notice etc. to Fairbanks 
& to Jack Wade about taking testimony of 
witnesses there in election frauds.  Getting certified 
copies of records Nov. 5 election from office Clerk 
of Court - Wrote letter to Debbie. 
Busy also getting notices etc. to serve tomorrow 

Diary 31, 1919 
August 23 

-23rd – 
Took depositions of Donald H. Tyer and his wife 
this forenoon. Tyer swore that he voted for me on 
last Nov. 5 - in which I am satisfied he committed 
perjury.  Mrs. Tyer refused to say whether she had 
voted for Sulzer or me - & I requested them to 
remain for further hearing next Thursday - hoping 
to get the evidence. 
After the hearings were ended I started to my 
rooms two blocks away - As I came to the S.E. 
corner of McKinley & Reservation St. I saw some 
men there, and when I got close enough I 
recognized Diamond, Grigsbys lawyer as one of 
them. 

Diary 31, 1919 
August 23 

23 
He moved away as one of the men blocked my 
way and said to me: “You insulted my sister in your 
examination - she is over there crying.” 
I answered as soon as my surprise would permit, 
“Who, no I did not insult you sister,” and he 
answered, “You did & she is over there crying now, 
and I am going to beat you up.”  I am not sure 
about this last expression - it may have been 
“smash your face,” or some such form, but it meant 
an assault.  Immediately he struck at me but as I 
have a square view with my left - or good eye - I 
sparred it - but he kept coming.  The man by his 
side - at my right and blind side, said to him, “Hit 

Diary 31, 1919 
August 23 

23 
him - kill him - and as the fight progressed 
repeated “Kill the son of a bitch” - and the young 
pugilist did his best.  I was on the outside edge of 
the sidewalk and either one of them pushed me off 
or I stepped off backwards & stumbled - my right - 
blind side coming toward them, when the young 
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man sprung at me quickly and struck me two or 
more heavy smashing blows on the right side of my 
face, beating out one of my back molar teeth & 
badly bruising my face on that side. 
The last heavy blow knocked me down, but I soon 
got up - a man with a black coat, who I since 

Diary 31, 1919 
August 23 

23 
learned was Cassler, deputy marshal - stood 
between us & waved his hand to my assailants 
saying - “that will do,”  While the scrap was on, and 
after I got up the elder of my assailants kept 
encouraging the younger with the cry of “kill him” - 
kill the son of a bitch.”  I was so blind that I could 
not tell who he was - lie was on my right side - I am 
totally blind in my right eye - but the glimpse I had 
made me think it was Buck Hoyt of Gulkana, but I 
was then informed that the men were the Selby’s 
father & son, - the father & brother of Mrs. Tyer, 
whom I had so recently examined. 

Diary 31, 1919 
August 23 

23 
I went up to –Richie’s office - no one came near 
me no one said a word.  Richey soon heard of it & 
came in & we went down to my hotel - I called in 
Dr. Silverman. I was not hurt except on my right 
side - and on my head.  My molar tooth - the back 
one on that side was broken square off - and my 
face on that side badly mauled up. My blind eye 
was black & the ear & jaw made very sore.  
I am informed that Selby is a much younger man 
than I that his son is 22 - and an athlete-and has 
just had a y years training in the Army.  Diamond 
who was with 

Diary 31, 1919 
August 23-24 

23 
them is Mayor of Valdes - Well it took three of them 
on my blind side to knock me out anyway - I feel 
sure I can lick them one at a time notwithstanding 
my 62 years & blind eye - but I did not! 

-24th – 
My 62nd Birthday (1857 - 1919) 
Sick & sore - a black eye - the blind one - and a 
smashed jaw - not a pleasant anniversary.  Of 
course I cannot chew & can hardly swallow liquids.  
My friends have urged me to have my assailants 
arrested, etc. etc. but after a night of painful 
consideration I think I can use the indictment to a 
better 

Diary 31, 1919 
August 24 

24 
advantage, for every official here is either a 
partisan opponent ready to violate the law of 
homicide to injure me, or so far under the control of 
those as to be unwilling to assist in enforcing the 
law.  The Signal Corps men are also pleased at my 
humiliation & publicly express their feelings.  I am 
satisfied beyond any doubt that Tyer, - one of them 
& Selbys son in law - swore falsely and that others 
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will do so in saying he & they voted for me instead 
of Sulzer.  I think it is a deliberate plan of their 
lawyer leaders to do me all the injury they can - 
they are now frightened at the thought of being 
prosecuted for illegal voting - a felony - & think to 
bull doze me to quit. 

Diary 31, 1919 
August 25-26 

-25- 
Still painfully ill & confined to my room my right 
face is beaten badly & particularly the jaw & teeth. 
Am trying to keep track of my case in Fairbanks, 
Anchorage etc. as well as here, but find it a 
struggle!  Many of my friends call to express their 
sense of humiliation at the outrage heaped on me 
by the Mayor of their town & his mob of 
waylaymen. 

-26th – 
My face remains very sore & I cannot masticate my 
food & am obliged to take liquid food.  I remain in 
my room & do what I can to assist Richie in the 
case. 

Diary 31, 1919 
August 27-28 

-27th – 
Have remained in my room all day - but sending 
telegrams etc. about taking testimony.  Ray & my 
friends at Fairbanks are having much trouble - the 
Signal Corps officers will not assist in securing 
depositions of men. 

-28th – 
We began taking testimony of our Valdes 
witnesses today.  Ritchie, McHie Campbell, 
Simonds, Beck, Stewart, & Mr. & Mrs. Pete 
Cashman.  I was sworn & told my story of the 
assault also.  We made a good record & while I am 
yet sore I 

Diary 31, 1919 
August 28 

28 
think the real bad effect in the case is against my 
opponents.  We did not put the Signal Corps men 
on the stand - Ritchie & I gave the reasons in detail 
- that they evidently will not tell the truth but will 
add to their other perjuries by swearing they voted 
for me - so we gave our reasons for not calling 
them & let them go.  We also established already 
that out of 37 votes cast at Valdes Bay Precinct 5 
of them were legal - of which I received 4 & Sulzer 
1 - the others were soldiers domiciled there for a 
short time & they nearly all voted for Sulzer! 

Diary 31, 1919 
August 29 

-29th – 
Resting - sore face getting better slowly pride no 
better.  Col. Lenoir sent me two telegrams from 
Seattle - 1st saying could do nothing - 2nd saying 
that he had received orders to act & do everything 
possible, etc. - but its too late - though I had his 
last telegram sent on to Ray! 
Sent telegram to Boyle, Anchorage, saying I was 
coming to Seward on the Northwestern tomorrow & 
to Anchorage on first train.  Am paying bills getting 
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out record depositions etc.   
No letter from Debbie since I left Seattle - writing 
her my third now. 

Diary 31, 1919 
August 30-31 

-30- 
Same as yesterday- much telegraphing which 
costs money!   
Major Houston wrote me a letter today asking if I 
intended to take depositions of the men here & I 
told him no. 

-31st – 
Left Valdes today at noon on the “Northwestern” for 
Seward.  Beautiful clear day.  Think I left 
everything at Valdes in as good shape as the ill 
feeling there against me will allow - As a matter of 
law practice I am not sure they hurt me much by 
the assault - though they certainly hurt my face. 

Diary 31, 1919 
September 1 

Sept 1st  
At the overland Hotel, Seward - boat in early this 
morning. 
About 9 oclock my friend Ike Evans, U.S-. Dep. 
Marshal, came in to call & talked with me a few 
minutes & went out.  In about half an hour Sexton 
came in & told me Ike had been shot while 
attempting to arrest a man charged with some 
crime & was in dangerous condition.  It seems the 
man who shot him is suspicioned of having killed a 
woman at Anchorage & sought to evade arrest.  
After shooting Evans the desperado ran out of 
town northward threatening those who sought to 
stop him - & reached the forest & is not arrested 
yet tonight. 

Diary 31, 1919 
September 2-4 

-2- 
Waiting for train to Anchorage. 
Ike Evans died this morning from the shot through 
his lungs from the revolver of the desperado 
Dempsey -Cummings - Nichols – [real name is 
William Stewart]  Every effort is being made to 
catch the murderer - but so far in vain. 

-3- 
Still waiting for train everybody here who has a gun 
is out looking for Dempsey. 

-4- 
Left Seward this morning at 3 oclock on first train 
going to Anchorage since my arrival Ry. in bad 
shape - We had to walk two or three miles -- 
including all the tunnels & climb ladders etc. etc. 
but finally got through to the tram 

Diary 31, 1919 
September 4 

4 
on the other side of the construction gangs, & 
reached Anchorage about 11-30 at night.  Dr. 
Boyle met me & I went to the Anchorage Hotel. 
We learn that the murderer Dempsey was captured 
near Seward yesterday - & the body of the woman 
he is also supposed to have killed in Anchorage 
was found in an old abandoned well, near his 
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house.  Dempsey seems to be a real bloody 
murderer - without regard for the lives of others 
and intent on a display of his criminal ideas. 
Have had Dr. Boyle & Dr. Rystrom - examine my 
teeth & face where the Selby’s struck me - am 
suffering -much pain therefrom. 

Diary 31, 1919 
September 5-7 

-5- 
Have had Dr. Boyle & Dr. Rystrom examine my jaw 
& teeth - nothing but bruises & disordered nerves 
which accounts for my neuralgia.  Am staying in 
the room & keeping hot water bottle etc. on jaw. 

-6th – 
Took testimony today before Thompson, notary 
Public, about Cache Creek & Chickaloon frauds. I 
also added telegrams & other data about failure of 
War Dept. to assemble Signal Corps men. 

-7- 
Sunday. Rainy & I remained in my room & read the 
magazines.  This poor town is exceedingly quiet - 
dead! 

Diary 31, 1919 
September 8 

8 
Telegrams from Wash. D.C. announce that the 
Curry amendment authorizing the additional 
$17,000,000 needed to complete (?) the Govt. 
Railroad passed the House today - The telegrams 
are from Grigsby & though the vote in the House 
was unanimous - it also appears that Delegate 
Grigsby assisted in the passage etc. 
 
On Saturday night I was invited to attend the 
Pioneers meeting - large attendance & I make a 
brief talk -- gave them every encouragement about 
certainty of competition of Ry. & opening of 
Matanuska coal mines by the Navy Dept. - 
everybody friendly etc. 

Diary 31, 1919 
September 9 

-9th – 
Dr. & Mrs. Beeson, called on me last evening - I 
appointed their son as cadet at Annapolis.  The 
Anchorage times today had an interview with me in 
which I quite approved to recent appointment of 
Col. Mears as the single head and Superintendent 
of the Alaska Ry. etc. and it also had an editorial 
strongly defending the Commission’s past work, 
expenses, waste etc.  The two articles were in 
opposite vein - & this evening Edes, heretofore the 
head of the Alaska Engineering Com.  came in on 
the train from the Outside - as consulting engineer 

Diary 31, 1919 
September 10-
11 

-10th – 
Dinner tonight at Frisco Cafe with Dr. Boyle, Mrs. 
Herron, Miss Byles & Bedill - Took testimony of the   
He is U.S. Dep. Marshall & both he and his wife - 
at the suggestion of Crice, Grigsbys atty. refused to 
testify for whom they voted! 

-11th – 
Getting depositions put in shape - paying bills etc. 
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The evidence taken here by A G. Thompson is not 
very important & not very well taken -- There is but 
little in it for me. 
Took dinner tonight at Mrs. Herrons - Dr. Boyle, 
Mifs Byles & Bedill, also present.  Nothing about 
the boat. 

Diary 31, 1919 
September 11 

11th continued. 
Harry Taylor, one of my old friends - a roughneck 
miner - came in to see me today - he stutters 
dreadfully - & said - “Judge - here is a box of cigars 
and I’ve got a hundred dollars that I dont need - if 
you want it you can have it. It costs - money to fight 
contests - and I dont need it”  I thanked him & told 
him I had enough to get by on -- but I was pleased 
to have him make the offer. It was kindly & 
earnestly meant, and I was really pleased at his 
friendly disposition. I find much sentiment- of that 
kind here & but little that is friendly except in the 
ranks of the Ry. Com. forces! 

Diary 31, 1919 
September 12-
13 

-12th – 
Paid A. G. Thompson $60.00 for taking depositions 
& paid all other bills for same - Bot my ticket for 
“Alameda” for tomorrow - for Cordova.  Am leaving 
matter of defending against depositions of Grigsby 
here, with Boyle, Thompson & Regar - the latter a 
young attorney , etc.  My neuralgia is slowly getting 
better but I have had much pain & it is going out of 
my face slowly. 

-13- 
Left Anchorage this afternoon on the “Alameda” - 
down Cook Inlet for Seward -- nothing new - 
comfortable on boat. 

Diary 31, 1919 
September 14 

-14- 
Rolled heavily in a “Southeastern” - entered 
Resurrection Bay this afternoon - went to the 
Seward - George Sexton’s hotel - Ritchie, & the 
court officials went out on the Alameda for Valdes - 
Poor “Ike Evans, Dep. Marshal – killed last week 
by Dempsey – a highwayman – funeral out on 
Alameda, also.  Raining.  Just before I left 
Anchorage I received a telegram from Reed, 
Valdes, saying that notice of taking depositions had 
been served on him - for Cordova 19th, Anchorage 
23rd, Seldovia 19th , Kodiak 22, and Afognak 23rd.  
Have been 

Diary 31, 1919 
September 14-
15 

14 
trying today to figure out matter of sending some 
one to westward points - as I have Cordova & 
Anchorage covered - I would like to go westward - 
but fear I may get “marooned” & dare not run that 
risk - but so far have no one to go. 

-15- 
Sextons Hotel - watchful waiting - no boats either 
way for a week - Am trying to persuade Ray - L.V. 
to go on the “Watson” & take depositions of 
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Grigsbys witnesses to the westward - he is trying to 
get Regar, of Anchorage, to return here & go on 
the trip - no one wants the trip. 

Diary 31, 1919 
September 16-
17 

-16- 
Same as yesterday - spent the evening at the 
Episcopal residence visiting Mr. Zinn, minister, who 
took dinner with me at the restaurant.  Telegram 
from Regar saying he cannot go on the “Watson.”  
Also telegram in answer to one from me to George 
Dooley, at Cordova.  Am telegraphing him to take 
evidence & defend my rights where Donohoe takes 
depositions on 19th for Grigsby. 

-17- 
Same as yesterday . Sent final telegram instruction 
to Geo. Dooley, Cordova, about depositions there 
to be taken on the 19th. 

Diary 31, 1919 
September 18 

-18th – 
I have arranged with George Sexton to go on the 
“Watson” to Kodiak, Afognak, & Seldovia & act for 
me in taking depositions in Contest Case. 

The “Watson” came in tonight at 9 p.m. & will go 
out early in the morning. Hayes, Notary Public, and 
a Mr. Almy, will be the other members of the party - 
& represent my opponents - I gave Sexton $50.00 - 
his ticket to Kodiak cost $16.00 
Recd. a nice letter from Debbie & now look forward 
to taking the “Northwestern” for Juneau, -if I  can 
get by Cordova, where some work waits. 

Diary 31, 1919 
September 19-
21 

-19th – 
The “Watson” did not leave Seward until noon 
today I instructed Sexton to make a formal 
objection to taking the testimony of witnesses at 
Seldovia on the 20th notice being for 19th . 
This afternoon paper says Grigsby is in Seattle 
coming to Alaska to assist in taking the 
depositions!! 

-20- 
Nothing doing – just waiting. 

21st 
Sunday.  It began to blow from the north about 
midnight & this morning the sun is shining in a 
clear sky - every mountain peak is sharp cut - & the 
highest have a light covering of new fallen snow. 

Diary 31, 1919 
September 22-
23 

-22- 
“Northwestern” in harbor & left Seward on her this 
afternoon at 4 oclock - Bob Heckman & wife from 
Ketchikan are on board - he is making a political 
tour of the Territory.  We ran into Port Ashton at 9 
p.m. & laid up for the night taking on fish. 

-23rd – 
Valdes about noon - the court officials - Bunnell, 
Brenneman etc. got on board going to Cordova - 
Ritchie & Reed also, - Arrived at Cordova at 8:30 
pm.  George Dooley says that my opponents got 
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Diary 31, 1919 
September 23-
25 

23 
evidence of 8 illegal votes on us in their 
depositions - left such arrangements as I could 
make for taking their depositions at McCarthy etc. 
Recd. letter & copies of our depositions from Henry 
T. Ray from Fairbanks - a good record & I sent 
them a night letter of good cheer. 

-24- 
Left Cordova early this morning - Northwestern & 
had a fine days run past Cape St. Elias. 

-25th – 
Fine day at sea - entered Icy Strait at 5 oclock this 
afternoon & will arrive at Juneau about midnight 

Diary 31, 1919 
September 26 

-26th – 
Arrived in Juneau at 1:30 a.m. - & went to the 
Gastineau Hotel.  Slept till noon & have spent the 
afternoon & evening with my friends considering 
the evidence & that of my opponents in Contest 
Case.  Grigsby is here & served notice of taking 
Indian depositions here in Juneau tomorrow.   
Dinner with Valentine. 
Recd. two long delayed letters from Debbie - Ed. 
Russell tells me he saw her & Darrell in Seattle. 
Ed. Russell is packing his newspaper plant – the 
Dispatch - & will ship it to Seattle - this will leave 
Juneau with only one paper - the “Empire,”  Troy’s 
paper. 

Diary 31, 1919 
September 27-
29 

-27- 
Taking of Grigsby depositions set for today went 
over to Tuesday evening by agreement.  Nothing 
much doing - the “Empire” is roasting me editorially 
every day. 

-28th – 
Dinner with Mr. & Mrs. Sutherland - the Cobbs & a 
Mr. Robinson present.  Preparing for examination 
witnesses Tuesday – Sent telegrams of inquiry to 
Boyle, Anchorage & Sexton, Seward. 

-29th – 
Nothing exciting - getting ready for depositions 
tomorrow etc. 

Diary 31, 1919 
September 30- 
October 1 

-30th – 
Recd. telegrams from Boyle & Sexton saying 
Grigsbys agent got no evidence of illegal votes at 
Kodiak, Afognak or Seldovia. 
Took depositions of several witnesses - the 
witnesses of Grigsby - & nothing new - adjourned 
till 11 oclock tomorrow. 

-Octo. 1st – 
Took balance Juneau depositions for Grigsby 
today I think they do not hurt my case & are 
immaterial.  We will both go to Ketchikan on the 
SS. Watson tonight. Things here in pretty good 
shape - attorneys will do the rest. 
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Diary 31, 1919 
October 2-8 

-Octo 2nd  
Enroute to Ketchikan -- the – “funny-man” set 
Grigsby & me side by side at the dining table - but 
we were so friendly & good natured - enjoyed each 
others society go fully - that the joke - if any - was 
on the funny man.   
Met Griggs & party just back from their Katmai 
expedition etc. 

-8th – 
Working on case etc all week & today took 
depositions of several Grigsby witnesses - he 
scored 2 illegal votes on me - they merely voted 
out of their precincts.  Sent telegrams of inquiry 
tonight to Anchorage, Fairbanks & Nome - for 
information as to what opponents are doing. 

Diary 31, 1919 
October 12-14 

-12- 
Took balance of Grigsby depositions yesterday - 
he gained 4 illegal votes on me - not enough.  If my 
theory and law is upheld by the Com.  I will beat 
him for the facts are with me strong - We are 
finished – except he wants to take evidence of 4 
more witnesses at Wrangell.  I hope to go south 
soon – telegrams from over Territory show he has 
done very little. 

13th  
Grigsby gave Notice of taking more depositions 
here on 15th .  Dinner last (Sunday) evening with 
Mr. & Mrs. Heckman - very pleasant. 

-14th – 
Testimony of witnesses for Grigsby in Wrangell 
today. 

Diary 31, 1919 
October 15-25 

-15- 
Dep. more witnesses today - Bob Heckman 
employed me to secure expert advice about his 
right to require users of floating traps to pay him for 
infringement of patents - paid me $250. retainer. 
Left Ketchikan at 4 pm on the “City of Seattle - for 
Seattle Grigsby also on board. 

-17th – 
Reached Seattle, Found Debbie & Darrell waiting 
for me at Frye Hotel. 

-25- 
Took final depositions of-witnesses - Lomen, 
Frawley, Bakke, Nome, Blix, Copper Center, Kraft, 
Kodiak, etc.  This ends the taking of evidence in 
Contest Case. We must now go to Wash. D.C. to 
prepare briefs & arguments. 

Diary 31, 1919 
October 28- 
November 4 

-28th – 
Had my tooth extracted, by Dr. Myor, & broken jaw 
from Valdes assault repaired.  He says I barely 
escaped a general paralysis of the right side of my 
face & head - the nerves were not destroyed but 
almost. 

-Nov. 3rd – 
Settled acts. etc. & ready to go East tomorrow.  

J:\hist_docs\wickersham\ASL-MS0107-5-31.doc 



Alaska State Library - Historical Collections, PO Box 110571, Juneau AK 99811-0571 
Diary of James Wickersham. Jan. 4 1919 to Nov. 4, 1919 
MS 107 BOX 5 DIARY 31  
 

Darrell went to Cal. yesterday. 
-Nov 4th – 

Left Seattle this morning 9:45 on Milwaukee Ry. for 
Washington. 
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Diary 32, 1919 
 

[Front cover] 
Private Diary 

Of 
James Wickersham 

Nov. 10, 1919 to Dec. 1, 1920. 
 

Diary 32, 1919 
November 10 

Nov. 10, 1919. 
We (Debbie & I) arrived in Washington on the 
evening of the 8th from Seattle - We left 
Washington on July 28th and in the meantime she 
spent most of her time in Los Angeles, Cal. and the 
balance in Seattle.  My time was spent in Alaska, 
from Ketchikan to Anchorage in taking the second 
or official group of depositions in my Contest Case 
of Wickersham v. Grigsby.  Finished taking such 
testimony on Oct 26th at Seattle & am now here to 
prepare Briefs & to present the matter to the 
Election Com.  We are at the Congress Hall Hotel, 
as usual. 

Diary 32, 1919 
November 11 

-11th – 
Called on Clerk of the House today - found the 
Election Returns of the Nov. 5, 1918 election in 
Alaska were received from the Gov. and are on file 
- also many parts of the evidence - depositions. 
Also called on Dowell, Ch. Elec. Com. & talked 
matters over with him. He advises doing nothing 
until all the depositions are received and printed. 
Answering letters, and finishing Mss, on Pub. Doc. 
bibliography, which Senator Jones proposes shall 
be printed as a Senate Document.  Am agreeable 
& doing what I can to get it ready for publication. 

Diary 32, 1919 
November 12-14 

-12- 
Writing letters - Elliott & Jeffery working on Mss. of 
Alaskan Bibliography of Pub. Docs. 

-13- 
Same as yesterday - Had a talk with Dowell, Ch. 
Com. on Elections - my depositions not here yet, 
waiting. 

-14- 
We have the Mss. of Pub. Docs. of Alaska finished-
Elliot has completed the Index & I have gone over 
the whole thing carefully & am much pleased! 
Will take it to Senator Jones of Wash. State 
tomorrow & hope to persuade him to get it printed 
as a Senate Pub. DOC. 

Diary 32, 1919 
November 15 

-15- 
Delivered the Mss. of Alaskan Bibliography of Pub. 
Docs. to Senator Jones for inspection & printing by 
the Senate - if the Senate Com. on Printing will 
permit the expense. 
Also delivered letter, blue prints & data about 
Heckman’s Floating Fish trap to Chandler & 
Chandler, Atty, 404, 7th St. 
SS. “Victoria” from Nome, with the mail & my last 
depositions should be in Seattle - I cannot get my 
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Record in Contest Case printed till that mail 
reaches Wash. D.C. also mail from Fairbanks. 
Trying to catch up with office work & 
correspondence. 

Diary 32, 1919 
November 16 

-16- 
In the House, yesterday, Congressman Albert 
Johnson, of Tacoma, Wash. offered an 
amendment to the Railroad Bill, to restrain the 
carrying of freight to Alaska via the Grand Trunk 
Ry. from - say - Chicago to Prince Rupert, & 
thence to Ketchikan & other Alaskan points , at a 
less rate than that fixed by the Interstate 
Commerce Com. via Seattle!  Am now engaged in 
attempting to defeat it when it comes up tomorrow 
for action in the House. 
Grigsby did not object; Sent a man to Grigsby 
today to get him to move - either to fight it or 
approve it – he will dodge the issue – probably! 

Diary 32, 1919 
November 16-17 

-16th continued 
Wrote letter today to C.D. Murane, Rep. Nat. 
Committeeman, Caspar, Wyoming, asking him to 
attend the meeting of the Nat. Com. here in 
Washington, D.C. on Dec. 10th or to send me his 
proxy. 
I expect him to do neither but to have Hoggatt from 
New Jersey attend for him! See? 

-17- 
Saw Sanders, M.C. of Indiana & loaded him the 
best I could to fight the Johnson (Albert) 
Amendment to the Rd Bill excluding Alaska from 
any advantage to lower freight rates via. the Grand 
Trunk Ry - The bill can still be contested in the 
Senate - if the Amdt. goes in House. 

Diary 32, 1919 
November 18 

-18th – 
The House, yesterday killed the Johnson Amdt. to 
the Ry. Bill which was, intended to prevent the 
Grand Trunk Pac. Ry. -from carrying Alaska freight 
in competition with the Alaska SS Co. & the Pacific 
SS. Co. 
Grigsby made a speech against the Amdt. being 
crowded thereto by the well founded fear that if he 
failed he & his party would be held responsible 
therefore in S.E. Alaska. 
Today I sent copies Cong. Record & explanation of 
situation to Dalrymple, V.P. Grand Trunk Ry. 
Montreal Canada. 
Senator Cummins Ch. of Senate Com. has said 
that Amdt should not pass that body - good! 

Diary 32, 1919 
November 19-20 

-19th – 
Notified Clerk House Rep. today to give Grigsby 
notice of opening and printing Depositions in the 
Contest Case - not later than Monday -- Nome not 
here yet. 

-20th – 
Recd. notice from Clerk of the House that on 
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Monday he would open the depositions in his 
possession in the contest case & have them 
printed. 
Paid Henry N. Elliott $10000 in full for his services 
in assisting me in preparation of index to the 
Bibliography of Alaskan Public Documents. 

-21st – 
Saw Senator Jones -today about the objection to 
confirmation of 

Diary 32, 1919 
November 21 

21 
Judge Bunnell & Roth, Asst. Dist. Atty.  He 
reported that the Sub. Com. of the Senate 
Judiciary Com. composed of Senators Kellogg 
Morris & Ashurst, seemed favorable to confirmation 
& asked me to see Senator Norris – which I did.  
The Senator told me that neither he nor Ashurst 
had approved the report, but that Senator Kellogg 
has favorably reported - but on objection of 
Senator Jones the matter had been held up - that 
Congress having adjourned they would have to be 
reappointed etc.  He thought I ought to go before 
the new Sub-Com. & make my statement - but I will 
not. until after Contest Case is settled. 

Diary 32, 1919 
November 22-24 

-22- 
Reading up on Rancho La Brea Los Angeles, Cal. 
animal remains & writing a new introduction to my 
Pioneering Around Mt. McKinley Nothing new.  
Congress has gone home till Dec. 1st after killing 
the German Peace Treaty & President Wilson’s 
League of Nations! 

-23- 
Sunday.  Reading McCauleys Hist. of England. 

-24- 
Opened depositions in office Clerk House of 
Representatives. 
Adjourned until tomorrow on account of the Clerk 
not present in his office in time. 

Diary 32, 1919 
November  

This page omitted by mistake J.W. 

Diary 32, 1919 
November 25-26 

-25- 
All depositions in Clerks office opened today & 
Clerk will arrange for printing Two of Grigsbys 
depositions are not received - one from Anchorage 
and one from Ketchikan - trouble claimed not 
signed by witnesses - but probably because costs 
not paid.  Am now at work on the law. 

-26- 
Nothing much new. Grigsby now wants me to 
permit him to file his Ketchikan depositions without 
signing & signatures & threatens to ask for more 
time etc. if I do not I shall postpone until his 
depositions get here & then do what is to my own 
interest. 
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Diary 32, 1919 
November 27-29 

-27th – 
Thanksgiving day. 
Congress not being in session the Hotel is vacant 
and hollow. 

-28- 
Arranging depositions for printing - in my Nome 
depositions is one made by Mr. Grimm - who made 
many strong statements vs. Grigsby - relating to 
his bad character, etc. but who refused finally to 
sign the same.  Grigsby begged me not to have it 
printed & I struck it out at his request. 

-29th – 
Reading Grigsby’s depositions that I did not assist 
in taking - they are not near as bad either in fact or 
law as I feared - but are bad enough at that. 

Diary 32, 1919 
November 30- 
December 4 

-30th – 
Sunday.  Sunday.  Reading McCauleys Hist. of 
England. 

-Dec. 1.- 
Am working on the law applicable to my Contested 
Election Case.  in Law Library.  We are also 
arranging the Depositions for printing. 

-2d- 
Same as yesterday. 

-3rd – 
Same as yesterday.  Congress met again on 
Monday. for the regular session. 

-4- 
Dr. Wilmer, occultist, advised removing cataract 
from my right eye – am entirely blind in it – small 
one on left eye.  Working on Contest Case Law, 
etc. 

Diary 32, 1919 
December 5 

-5th – 
The last of our Alaska depositions in the Contest 
Case came into the Clerks office today from 
Anchorage.  These are Grigsbys -- and there are 
seven of them unsigned & void – 14 of his 
depositions are thus of no account.  Mine all came 
in correct except one from Nome. & as he 
(Grigsby) objected to it, I let it go out! & he is bound 
by a precedent which he himself established.  We 
are now busy arranging the Contestants 
Depositions for printing.  George & Elliott are 
assisting me.  Am also engaged in preparing my 
brief & argument but cannot do it until the Record 
is printed. 

Diary 32, 1919 
December 6-7 

-6th – 
Grigsby applied to the Clerk today for leave to send 
his two depositions back to Alaska for signing.  
Clerk telephoned to me, & we will take it up on 
Monday. Tonight I telegraphed to Boyle, 
Anchorage and to Shoup, Ketchikan, for 
explanation why depositions were not signed by 
Grigsby’s witnesses before depositions were 
forwarded. 
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-7- 
Sunday, but working on my Brief in Contest Case.  
My friend Henry W. Elliott, comes into my office 
every evening after dinner & talks half an hour or 
so with me about the Russian conditions, League 
of Nations, World Treaty etc. I greatly enjoy his 
visits. 

Diary 32, 1919 
December 8 

-8- 
Had Grigsby before Page, Clerk H. of R. to settle 
his application to return his Anchorage depositions 
to Alaska for signing, verifying etc. to which I 
strenuously objected.  Page refused to return them 
& said he would send them to the House & have 
them referred to the Com.  Grigsby’s uncompleted 
expositions from Ketchikan are to be printed as if 
taken in compliance with law etc.  He has 14 
depositions not signed or verified.  I think purposely 
to create diversion & sympathy, and I may have to 
answer them as if they were valid - they may even 
be more advantage to him than if they were in 
form. 
Working on my brief. 

Diary 32, 1919 
December 9-10 

-9th – 
D.A. Stubbs, democrat, from the Kuskokwim is 
here to oppose the confirmation of Bunnell & Roth - 
Bunnells appointment was again sent in yesterday 
& Stubbs will oppose confirmation.  He has letters 
of introduction from Gov. Stubbs of Kan. his cousin 
- Gov. Cox, of Ohio, his schoolmate friend, etc. and 
evidently has an inclination to fight. 
Stubbs & his wife took dinner with us tonight at 
Congress Hall Hotel. 

-10- 
The Rep. Nat. Com. met in Washington today - 
Alaska was represented by Ex. Gov. Hoggatt of 
New Jersey formerly - 10 years ago - from Alaska.  
And yet they wonder why the Rep. party in Alaska 
does not unite! 

Diary 32, 1919 
December 11-12 

-11- 
Working on Brief in Contest & am also trying to get 
the Record printed.  Grigsby has quit urging that 
his Anchorage depositions be returned for 
signature.  I sent telegrams of inquiry & got replies 
saving no attempt made by his agents & attorneys 
was made to secure signatures of witnesses or 
verification. 

-12th – 
Stubbs, of Kuskokwim, has been all day in Dept. 
Justice, going over the Rep of Masterson, special 
Agt. who was in Fairbanks & Iditarod this fall 
investigating Roth & Bunnell & who seems to have 
repated[?] against them.  Stubbs hopes with his 
assistance to prevail on the Dept. to withdraw them 
& appoint others.!  Maybe! 
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Diary 32, 1919 
December 13-14 

-13- 
Working on my Brief in Contest Case.   
Stubbs from Kuskokwim came in tonight he is not 
so sanguine of assistance from the Dep. of Justice 
- Masterson - Sp. Agent seems to have heard 
rumors of wrongdoing by Stubbs & the latter is 
astonished - but ready to answer & fight. 

-14th – 
Sunday, but worked on Brief .  
Stubbs in & showed me his papers & I advised him 
to go back to Dept Justice tomorrow - listen & talk 
easy & get all information & then we will prepare 
his statement about conditions on Kuskokwim & 
about Roth & Bunnell & file with Dept. of Justice & 
also the Senate Com. in opposition to confirmation. 

Diary 32, 1919 
December 15-18 

-15- 
Busy getting Clerk to print my rebuttal depositions. 

-16- 
Stubbs of Kuskokwim in office - Assisted him in 
arranging his material & dictated for him his letter 
to the Atty. Genl. - charges against Bunnell & Roth. 
Am busy on my Contest Brief. 

-17- 
Working on Contest Brief - it is a long complex 
problem. 

18- 
Same as yesterday. 
Stubbs signed his letter to the Atty Genl & gave me 
copy. He intends to write letter & transmit a copy to 
Senator Nelson, Ch. Judiciary Com. Senate - in 
opposition to Bunnells confirmation. 

Diary 32, 1919 
December 19-22 

-19- 
Working on Contest Brief. 
Snowing - regular winter weather. 
Stubbs of Kuskokwim today saw Senator Jones, & 
delivered a copy of his letter to the Atty. Genl. to 
Senator Jones for Senator Nelson - the latter 
seems to have been out of humor & Jones thought 
best not to have Stubbs meet him - it seems the 
Republicans were just finished with a caucus on 
the Treaty with Germany & evidently Nelson got 
the worst of it. 

-20- 
Working on Contest Brief. 

-21- 
Same. 

-22- 
Same – prepared the chap. in Brief on 40 Mile 
Frauds today – took hide of Judge Bunnell. 

Diary 32, 1919 
December 23-24 

-23- 
Same – brief work. 

-24- 
Same - but also buying some Christmas presents.  
We had a beautiful tree in the Hotel tonight and the 
children - and old folks, too, enjoyed it very much. 
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Heard this evening that Hon. W.A. Watson, of 
Virginia died today. Am very sorry -, He was a 
member of the Com. on Ter. for a long time & 
greatly assisted me in passing the Alaska Rd. Bill - 
he made a most beautiful address on the evening 
of March 17, 1914, at a dinner given by me in 
Honor of Judge Houstons birthday - He was a keen 
shrewd lawyer a good citizen and a hardworking 
member of Congress for many years - only 52 
years old - 10 years younger than I. 

Diary 32, 1919 
December 25 

-25- 
Christmas Day, 1919. 
We are comfortable, well, happy, and have little to 
grumble about.  Debbie’s health is good, though 
she is not strong or able to take vigorous exercise 
on account of the ravages made on her lungs by 
tuberculosis years ago - now, however, she is as 
strong as one can be with that effect always 
present, and I am equally well. 
We have much to be thankful for, but I would be 
happier if we had a settled place of abode - with 
my library at hand.  I should also wish Darrell to 
have a home of his own nearby, but he seems 
never inclined to care for a wife or a home of his 
own, though if he had them, he would be happy - 
but does not know it. 

Diary 32, 1919 
December 26 

-26- 
Working on Contest Brief - Printed Record of 
Depositions is slowly gaining - Clerk of House is 
doing work Ellis, assistant. 
Writing letters also today - Have determined not to 
be a candidate for Delegate to Congress but will be 
a candidate for Delegate to National Rep 
Convention - must be a candidate at the primary 
election in April and am getting things arranged to 
announce that fact.  My friend Dan Sutherland will 
be a candidate for Delegate to Congress - I may be 
a candidate for Governor - if my friends win the 
National Election & things go right otherwise! 

Diary 32, 1919 
December 27-31 

-27- 
Same as yesterday - Grigsby has gone out to 
Chicago to spend the Christmas Holidays. 

-28- 
Sunday – work on Brief. 

-29- 
Same. 

-30- 
Same. 

-31- 
Same. A telephone message from Senator 
Ashursts office said there was an Indian there from 
Klamath Lake Oregon, who wished to come & talk 
to me - that I had done his people a great good, 
etc. etc. He has not yet come - but he is 
undoubtedly one of the T’shaddam or Shaker 
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Church people – John Slocum’s disciples.   

Diary 32, 1920 
January 1-5 

January 1st 1920. 
All well and able to work, for which one ought to be 
thankful. 

-2nd – 
Working on Brief in Contest Case. 

-3- 
An Indian from Klamath, Oregon, - a representative 
of the Shaker Church, which I assisted in 
organizing in Tacoma about 1895, was in to see 
me today.  He says the church is very powerful 
among the Oregon Indians & will be instituted this 
next year in Cal. 

-4- 
Same. 

-5- 
Same. Congress met today, regular after-the-
Holiday session. 

Diary 32, 1920 
January 6-7 

-6- 
Same. just working industriously on the Brief.  The 
difficulty is that I cannot get the Record of 
Depositions printed - it is being held back on me by 
the Public Printer, who has, I suppose something 
more important.  Still, I am making headway but 
cannot finish for every quotation must have a page 
number & cannot get pages till the Record is 
printed. 

-7- 
Same old story. 
We are all greatly interested in the Jackson day 
dinner of our Democratic friends at the Willard 
Hotel tomorrow night.  Bryan has “come back” and 
really now seems to be in charge of the Democratic 
party again - & Wilson seems to be a “has been.” 

Diary 32, 1920 
January 8-9 

-8- 
Same - Aiyal - one of my old Corlotiz Indian friends 
was in today. 

-9th – 
The Jackson dinner at the Willard & Washington 
Hotels last night has started a fight between Wilson 
& Bryan that will disrupt the Democratic party.  My 
judgment is that Bryan has the better part of the 
argument - he never will forgive Wilson for forcing 
him out of the Cabinet, and will leave no stone 
unturned to get Wilsons “scalp” - & he is a great 
orator and has tremendous influence with the 
Democratic rank & file. 

Diary 32, 1920 
January 10-12 

-10- 
The Clerk House Representatives served 2 copies 
of printed Record of Depositions upon me today - it 
contains the official Depositions in the Contested 
Election Case Wickersham v Sulzer Wickersham v 
Grigsby 
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I now have 30 days to prepare & serve my brief & 
argument which I now have almost completed. 

-11th – 
Same old grind. 

-12- 
Am getting printing done on brief.  Elliott is 
assisting me in reading copy for correction etc.  Am 
reading Buckle’s Hist. of Civ. in England - does not 
mention the balance of the old world - not 
important, I suppose. 

Diary 32, 1920 
January 13-14 

-13- 
Same as yesterday. 

-14- 
Getting in sight of end of Brief. 
Recd. telegram from Herron, of Anchorage Times 
asking me to stand for the Delegate to Republican 
National Convention.  Answered that I would & 
sent this telegram to Fairbanks, Alaska, to Henry T. 
Ray:  “I will not be candidate for Delegate to 
Congress but will be Candidate for Delegate to 
Republican National Convention if friends 
Fairbanks will support me.  Consult and advise 
judgment. If satisfactory secure signatures 25 
endorsers under chap. 38, Sess. Laws, 1917, and 
forward to John B. Marshall, Juneau.  I will sent 
declaration from here for filing to Marshall, Contest 
Case looks good so far.  Answer night letter. 
James Wickersham 

Diary 32, 1920 
January 15-17 

-15- 
Getting the printer busy now on my brief. 

-16- 
Recd. telegram from Chas. E. Herron advising that 
I be candidate for Delegate to National Convention.  
Printing Brief going on slowly. 

-17- 
Recd. telegram from Milo Kelly saying he 
withdraws favor Herron for National 
Committeeman. 
Also telegram from Valentine announcing his 
candidacy for National Convention and objecting to 
me being candidate as it will keep old fight going.  
That’s funny coming from Val. who is always in a 
scrap - and only happy when he is!  Telegraphed 
situation to Herron. 

Diary 32, 1920 
January 18-22 

-18- 
Closing on my brief work. 
Snowing & cold. 

-19- 
Brief is all done but printing - & the list of illegal 
voters. 
Suffering with Grippe. 

-20- 
In bed all day with cold - “flu”. 

-21- 
Rather “shaky” but must get the printing completed. 
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Mr. Elliott is giving me help - & Geo. Jeffery. 
-22- 

Both Debbie & I sick in bed with cold - Elliott & 
George getting the Brief finished - with printer. 
It’s a long brief & printers are overworked and 
lordly Debbie is worse than I & her good lung is 
affected. 

Diary 32, 1920 
January 23-26 

-23d- 
I am up and out today - but Debbie is no better: 
Think I am quite scared - the “flu” is epidemic 
again, but in much milder form than a year ago - 
then as thousands suffering with it everywhere in 
the East. 
Printer is slow with my work & says he cannot have 
it ready before Monday - and probably not then. 

-24- 
Printers are slow with work of printing & binding not 
before Tuesday can service be made – slow. 

-25- 
Waiting on the printers. 

-26th – 
My oculist today put off my eye operation for a 
week on account of contagion of erysipelas [skin 
infection] in the hospital. 

Diary 32, 1920 
January 27-28 

-27th – 
Nothing new - printer very slow. 
Sent formal Application to have my name put on 
Primary Election ticket for Delegate to Nat. 
Republican Convention - election April 30. - to 
Judge Marshall with instructions to hold but not to 
make public unless I shall telegraph him to that 
effect.  Dan Sutherland wants me to be candidate 
but Valentine does not - hence the action taken.  
When my friends decide what they want we can 
then act together. 

-28th – 
My printer is acting badly - he now holds me up for 
$675.00 for 140 page Brief!!  He has refused to 
give me a figure till he thinks he can force me to 
pay - it is “profiteering” with a vengeance! 

Diary 32, 1920 
January 29 

-29th – 
Papers this morning announce that Hays, Ch. Rep. 
Nat. Com. has just appointed 160 or so prominent 
Republicans in U.S. to “assist & advise” etc and he 
has appointed Geo. E. Hazlett, of Cordova, Alaska, 
to represent our Territory!  H- is the Guggenheim 
Manager in Alaska and it looks as though those of 
us who have tried to defend the Territory from the 
Alaska Steamship Co - the Ken. Cop Corp, etc. are 
to take a back seat and the “Big Business,” the one 
big “Copper & Transportation” Trust, will be given 
charge.  It is discouraging - but will lead to more 
fighting However it means that I will not have any 
standing politically with that crowd. 
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Diary 32, 1920 
January 30 

30th  
I went for the printers shop this morning & cussed 
out the Sudworth Printing Co. for “profiteering” and 
for not keeping their promise to get my Brief done 
promptly - they promised to have it done for me on 
Monday.  They are a lot of scamps but I am in the 
position of a robber - with a pistol at my head - & 
must get my Brief even if I am gouged in price.  It is 
important to file my Brief & I must submit to the 
excessive over charge. 
Beveridge of Indiana is again a candidate for 
Senator against my friend Senator Watson, of Ind. 
& I am digging up the “Beveridge Bill” of 1910, with 
its un American clause - to fight him with. 

Diary 32, 1920 
January 31- 
February 2 

-31- 
Same old story - nothing new. 
Dr. Wilmer telephoned that could not operate on 
my eye account of sickness in hospital & because 
Dr. Morrison, Wilmer’s assistant is also sick. 

-February 1st – 
Sunday - trying to read “Biography of Alexander 
Andreivitch Baranov.” by Klebnikov - in the 
Russian. 

-2d Feb- 
Had to draw another $1000. from my Seattle bank 
savings today on account of excessive charges by 
the printer for my Brief - the 250 copies cost me 
$675.75 or $2.70 each!  some book - but I think it is 
worth it. 
George W. Baldwin, my old 

Diary 32, 1920 
February 2 

2 
Valdes friend died in Philadelphia a couple of days 
ago.  He was working for Jas. J. Godfrey - now of 
New York - who brought his body to Wash. D.C. 
today for burial.  I attended the services at the 
Union Depot, but did not go out to the cemetery - 
Grigsby, Riggs, and half a dozen other Alaskans 
attended & looked after the ceremonies. 

Printer delivered my Brief today.  Served 60 
copies by delivering to the Clerk of the House of 
Rep. for the Elections Com. and 2 copies for 
Grigsby.  Clerk served Grigsby this afternoon and 
he now has to reply - by brief - by 30 days from this 
date. 
On reading the Brief over am quite satisfied - 
although can see some errors & omissions. 

Diary 32, 1920 
February 3-4 

-3rd – 
Spent the day in send Copies of my Brief (and to 
some) Record of Deposition to those attorneys and 
others in Alaska who assisted me in securing & 
taking the Depositions. 

-4- 
Gave copy of my Brief to the Chairman of the El. 
Com. Dowell, today.  He exhibited a friendly but 
very furtive interest - seems scared to do any thing 
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- till the case comes to him in the regular way - 
which I approve - and hope he will be interested & 
active when it does come to him that way - am now 
trying to get Republicans interested slowly.  Bad 
Storm raging all day - a blizzard from the north.  
Am studying Russian quietly & o.k., so slowly & 
laboriously 

Diary 32, 1920 
February 5 

-5- 
Gave copies of my Brief to Senators Jones, Norris 
& Sterling, - the latter as Chairman of the Sub-
Committee having charge of the confirmation of 
Roth & Bunnell agreed (not in a positive manner) to 
hold up the appointments until my case is settled & 
I can prepare charges & present proofs against 
them. 

Charlie Taylor sends me a bill for money spent 
(?) by him in 1918 Election & I sent him a check for 
$54.00 in full of his claim, though I fear he has not 
paid the Nenana News act. of $27.50. 
Am now beginning to talk to M.C.’s about the facts 

in my case & put Briefs where they may do good. 
Diary 32, 1920 
February 6 

-6- 
Wrote a letter to Jas. A. Wood, Editor Seattle P.I. 
asking him to read my Brief - also forwarded - & to 
consider situation of Alaska with 2 contests etc. 
Informed him that I intended to urge prosecutions 
after being seated - of Democratic offenders. 
Rep. Wood asked me to give him data about 
Riggs, swing around the circle in 1918, just before 
the election politics at the expense of the U.S. - 
Riggs act. for trip is presented to the App. Com. & 
Wood wants to know! 
Also got Clerk House Rep. to forward printed 

Record of Depositions etc. and Briefs to Com. on 
Elections No. 3 case now before that Com. 

Diary 32, 1920 
February 7-8 

-7- 
Sec. Lane’s resignation is announced in the 
evening paper, to take effect on March 1st.  That & 
the removal of Supt. Edes, of the Alaska Eng. 
Com. do me good - I wonder if my letter had 
anything to do with the exodus? 

-8- 
Recd. telegram from Ray, Fairbanks, saying my 
friends are divided as to advisability of my being 
candidate for Delegate to National Convention, etc. 
but promising strong support me for Governor in 
case change in Administration etc. 
I have concluded not to become such candidate, 
but to do all I can to support those who are 
nominated & take my chances hereafter. 

Diary 32, 1920 
February 9 

-9- 
Attended the N.Y. Ave., Pres. Church yesterday 
morning to hear Dr. S. Hall Young, lecture or 
preach on Alaskan conditions etc. and in the 
evening attended his picture display at the East. 
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Pres. Church at 6th & Mass. Ave. both lectures 
good, but the Dr. is as enthusiastic as a real estate 
boomer! 
Dowell, Ch. Com. El. No. 3, has the Record of 
Depositions & Briefs & is distributing them this 
morning to the members of the Committee.  He 
complimented me on my brief & so did Merrill 
Moores, of Ill. - so it is not a failure. 
Leehey, attorney with Riggs came in to see me 
today they are preparing a series of Alaska bills! 

Diary 32, 1920 
February 10-11 

-10- 
Delivered copies of my Brief to Speaker Gillett, 
Mann, Mr. Mason, Mr. Mondell & other Republican 
leaders today.  Dr. S. Hall Young had dinner with 
us tonight. 

-11th – 
Recd telegram from Chas. E. Herron, from Juneau, 
urging me to become candidate for Delegate 
National Rep. Convention: also letter from 
Valentine urging me not to do so.  Herron advised 
me that Valentine & Tom Reed of Nome are now 
candidates for Delegate; and I will urge him & my 
friends to support Valentine & Reed for Delegates 
and Dr. Boyle of Anchorage, and Guy B. Erwin of 
Fairbanks for alternates. 
Such a ticket will win? 

Diary 32, 1920 
February 11 

-11th continued. 
Wash- D.C. Feb. 10, 1920 

Chas. E. Herron, Juneau, Alaska. 
Republican National Committee authorizes only 
two delegates and two alternates Convention from 
Alaska. Strongly advise combination Valentine and 
Reed delegates  Boyle and Guy B. Erwin, 
Fairbanks, alternates.  Three candidates Delegate 
creates split and sure defeat one. Advise Boyle 
and Erwin file last day.  Will gladly assist vigorously 
show to Valentine: James Wickersham. 

-12- 
From Ed. Russells “Dispatch”, now published in 
Seattle. I find that Jack Chorin, of Anchorage, is 
being put forward for Rep. Nat. Committeeman by 
the Hazlet crowd to split Herron’s vote in that 
region. 

Diary 32, 1920 
February 13-15 

-13th – 
Saw Senator Johnson’s political manager today 
about Delegates in Alaska - for the Presidency. 
Told him the Alaskan situation and urged support 
for Valentine & Reed, and told them of Hazlet as 
Gugg. candidate. 

-14- 
Lansing, Rec. of State, resigned on request of 
Pres. Wilson. The Democrats are splitting into 
factions & I hope will be defeated in the Coming 
Elections. 
Lane, Sec. Interior has also resigned - he publicly 
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supports Lansing.  the President charges they 
usurped his functions during his long illness! 

-15- 
Enjoying a hell of a bad cold!  Bad blustery weather 
- winter. 

Diary 32, 1920 
February 16 

-16th – 
Geo. C. Hazelet sends me a printed circular letter 
inviting as suggestion as to important ideas for 
inclusion in the Republican. Nat. platform!  I am 
answering saying the reduction of the present 
excessive transportation rates to, from, and in 
Alaska, and sending him copy of a Resolution 
which I urge him to get adopted declaring the Party 
if it secures control at the next election will put on a 
line of steamships to run from S.F. Portland & 
Seattle to terminals of Alaska RR. at reasonable 
and just rates & will also control & reduce present 
rates so they will be reasonable & just, a asking 
him to secure its adoption, & to announced his 
intention to do so before the April primaries!  He 
wont. 

Diary 32, 1920 
February 17-19 

-17- 
Giving our Depositions in Contest case preparing 
for Oral Argument. 

-18- 
Same as yesterday. 

-19- 
Same as yesterday. 
Learned certainly today that Maurice D. Leehey is 
here aiding Grigsby in the preparation of his Brief 
in the Contest Case - while being paid his 
expenses and salary by the Ter. as Attorney for the 
Shipping Board.  Will send him a letter of protest 
against the payment of his salary & expenses by 
the Ter.  Wood, M.C. of Indiana, in House today 
criticized the Governor Riggs for waste of public 
funds in political matters & Leehey letter is a good 
follow up. 

Diary 32, 1920 
February 20-21 

-20th - 
Recd. telegram from Fred Robinson, from 
Fairbanks asking if the President had signed the 
recently passed oil leasing bill, - answered “no.”  
Fred evidently has his mind fixed on locating the oil 
lands which he has talked about for years - & 
which I have for that long kept him in mind.  Will 
telegraph him again as soon as the bill is 
approved. 

-21st – 
Leehey, atty. for Gov. Riggs, Alaska Shipping 
Board came in to call etc.  He very positively 
denied, when I taxed him with it, that he was 
assisting Grigsby in the preparation of his brief.  
Still I think he is just a little interested & not giving 
Grigsby any wrong advice!  He does not seem to 
have very strong hopes of getting his Alaska Act 
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validated by Congress. 

Diary 32, 1920 
February 22 

-22nd – 
In carefully studying the Act of the Legislature of 
Alaska creating the Alaska Shipping Board etc. 
1919, I am satisfied the legislature exceeded its 
powers, and that the Act is void.  Gov. Riggs, with 
Maurice D. Leehey a Seattle Attorney & one Sims, 
their Seattle transportation expert are here 
attempting to get a Bill passed - not yet introduced, 
however, but prepared & a copy given to me last 
night by Leehey, to raise a fund etc. - but the Bill is 
in direct conflict with the special order of the 
Legislative Act.  The whole scheme is now a 
“graft,” by the Seattle lobbyists & Tom Riggs, since 
the purpose called for by the Legislature is now 
abandoned - they are having a good political visit 
to Wash. to aid Grigsby, at public expense. 

Diary 32, 1920 
February 23-24 

-23rd – 
Preparing a statement showing the names of 
Democratic Alaskan officials who committed 
Election crimes at the Nov. 5, 1918 election; 
arranging the data in correspondence with the 
depositions in the Contest Case, so that the Com. 
on Elections may see quickly just who the 
offenders were, the crimes committed, where the 
evidence is to be found in the record of depositions 
& what Sec. of the Crim. Code was violated & the 
penalty therefore. 

-24th – 
Went to Treasury Dept. to arrange about my 
Income tax statements - give 60 days time - 
additional, by Mr. Doyle.   
Still on preparing statement about official violations 
Election laws in Alaska. 

Diary 32, 1920 
February 25-26 

-25- 
Busy preparing statement offenses committed by 
Democratic politicians & office holders in Alaska 
election of Nov. 5, 1913 - for use in argument 
before the Com. on Elections. 
The President signed the Oil & Gas Bill today - 
applicable to Alaska. Sent Fred. Robinson, 
Fairbanks, telegram giving him the news. 

-26- 
Have sent out 50 copies my letter to Geo. E. 
Hazelet, trying to force him to declare in favor of 
the U.S. putting on steamships from Alaskan 
terminals of Govt. Rd. to Seattle, Portland & San 
Francisco - He is a candidate for Del. to Rep. Nat. 
Con. 
Judge Lomen of Nome is in the city - saw him at 
hotel. 

Diary 32, 1920 
February 27 

-27th – 
Have finished all my work in the Contest Case - 
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lists of witnesses & Democratic Election law 
violators & am now having George Jeffries copy 
them for the mimeograph.   
Wrote letter today to Collector Internal Revenue 
trying to get my Income Tax statements in shape to 
cover my accounts for 1917 - 1918 - 1919, fairly on 
account of the claim that all of my salary as 
Delegate for those years must be bunched in my 
report for 1919 - which will cost me $500, or such 
matter, more than if spread over the whole period 
of my term. 
Judge Lomen of Nome in to see me today. 

Diary 32, 1920 
February 28 

-28- 
Wrote letter of explanation & inquiry about my 
Income Tax statement to Collector Income etc. 
today. 
Leehey came in to convince me that his scheme 
for creating a Ter. Shipping Board through an Act 
of Congress is a good one. 
With some amendments making it possible to 
secure Government ships on the line I may give my 
assent - but I much prefer the Govt. vessels 
established by an Act of Congress, - and still better 
an Alaska Board of Control of all government 
functions including Transportation, Indian Affairs, 
Ry, Roads etc. etc.  Will be very slow to commit 
myself - rather get the Democrats out of office first. 

Diary 32, 1920 
February 29- 
March 2 

-29- 
Attended ceremony unveiling tablet in Metropolitan 
Methodist Church to Vice President Charles W. 
Fairbanks.  Wm R. Wood, M.C. from Indiana made 
address, Bishop McDowell, also & unveiling of 
tablet. 

-March 1st – 
Arranging my statement of list of Alaskan officials 
who committed crimes against the U.S. Election 
laws on Nov. 5, 1918, ready for my oral argument 
before the Com. on Elections No 3, etc. 
Reading Knickerbockers Hist. N.Y. 

2nd  
Same as yesterday. 

Diary 32, 1920 
March 3 

-3rd – 
Grigsby filed his briefs in the Contest Case with the 
Clerk of the House of Representatives today - this 
afternoon - the very last day - and I have received 
two copies.  it appears to be a rather tame attempt 
to answer my points, but contains nothing 
sensational - just Grigsby’s usual kind of argument. 
Also got a settlement today with the Sudworth 

Printing Co - which agreed to print my brief for $200 
a page & then charged me $500  I paid them the 
$200 agreed on & compromised by paying one half 
of the excess rather than be annoyed by a suit for 
the difference. 
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Diary 32, 1920 
March 4-5 

-4th – 
I have read Grigsby’s Brief carefully: 
He gives most of it up to a personal abuse of me, 
and to additional testifying about things which he 
forgot when taking his Depositions.  Generally it 
adds nothing to the argument except abuse, in 
which George is skillful - & I shall not prepare any 
Reply Brief, but will present my reply in the oral 
argument before the Committee. 

-5th – 
Have spent half the day, in the General Land Office 
getting data to locate the status & locality of the 
Auk, Indian Res. at Juneau - with success. 
Will apply to the Com. on Elections on Monday to 
set the time for oral argument.  Bitter blizzard 
prevailing. 

Diary 32, 1920 
March 6-7 

-6th – 
Busy getting date for Oral Argument in Contest 
case. 
Telegram yesterday from Rustgard, Juneau, asking 
me to submit application for certiorari to Supreme 
Court, in an Alaskan case. 

Maurice D. Leehey came in to urge me to  
support the Chamberlain - Grigsby bills to control  
transportation in Alaska. He gave me a copy of his 
argument in writing in its support - also a copy of 
4th Ann. Rep. Kennecott Copper Corp- which I had 
previously requested him to get for me -after he 
told me he had secured copies of such Reports. 

7th  
Preparing a letter to Sec Daniels, Navy, asking him 
to appose the Chamberlain Grigsby Shipping 
Board Act. 

Diary 32, 1920 
March 8-10 

-8th – 
Same as yesterday. 
Mrs. Wickersham & I attended a Birthday dinner 
given by Rep. Albert Johnson, of Wash. State, at 
the Shoreham Hotel.  Present Senator & Mrs. 
Jones, Senator & Mrs. Poindexter, Hadley & wife, 
Summers & wife, Humphries & wife, Johnson & 
wife & sister, & Mrs. W- & I.  It was a very pleasant 
evening & we all greatly enjoyed it. 

-9th – 
Same as yesterday. 

-10- 
Same - gathering evidence that Riggs residence 
for some years - 1910 - 1916 - was at his fathers 
home 2111 S. St. N. W. Wash. - after his marriage 
in 1913 at 1731 - 21st St. N.W. do. 
Hope to get a hearing early next week before Com. 
on Elections. 

Diary 32, 1920 
March 11 

-11th – 
Recd. telegram from Valentine saying: 
Write or wire to all your friends in Territory who 
would help to line up for Herron; Sutherland, 
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Hubbard, Reed, and Valentine.  Will be great help,  
E. Valentine. 
Sent the following reply: 
“You are authorized send telegrams and letters my 
name asking support requested except that I will 
not interfere fight between Hubbard and Rustgard 
both are my friends.  Go limit for others in my 
name.  Briefs filed Contest Case oral arguments 
next week.  Will try get decision before primary.” 

Am also having a “time” with my Income Tax  
Statement: the Com. of 

Diary 32, 1920 
March 11 

11 
Internal Rev. compelled me to give all my salary for 
2 years, paid to me after decision of my Contest 
Case in Jany. 1919, as of that year, which raised 
my tax about $600. more than if it had been spread 
over the two years from Mch 4. 1917 to Mch 4, 
1919, but he also holds that I am entitled to an 
offset of the total amount of money paid out in fees, 
costs, expenses, etc. in the Contest Case in 1919, 
which will help to reduce the excessive amount.  
Sent a party to the Int. Dept. to get information in 
Appointment Clerks office showing Gov. Riggs 
residence in 1916 & 1917 - but no result! 
Riggs was present and made a scene!  Let the 
galled jade wince or words to that effect. 

Diary 32, 1920 
March 12-13 

-12th – 
Preparing - working on Income Tax Statement - 
trying to assemble the items expended in 1919 for 
Contested Election Case, etc. 

-13th – 
Got all my data collected for the preparation of my 
Income Tax Statement - but not in time to get it 
done today - Monday is the last day & I will get it 
finished then.  Found I could offset all expenses in 
my Election Case against income, so have gotten 
receipts etc. ready.  My receipts for Expenses in 
the Case, for 1919, amount to $3796.00. 
Also gathering force to begin the oral arguments in 
Contest ease next week. 

Diary 32, 1920 
March 14-15 

-14- 
Sunday - but have been reading Grigsby’s Brief & 
arranging notes for my oral argument. 

“Uncle Joe” Cannon, so long speaker of the  
House of Reps will deliver an informal address 
tonight in the Congress Hall Hotel. 

-15th – 
Filed my Income Tax Statement today and paid 
one half of the full amount - $459.73

/100 leaving the 
other half for the next quarter. 

Also hunting up data for oral Argument in  
Contest Case. - I think I am clearly within the law & 
facts in that case and feel quite confident.  Grigsby 
will deal largely in declamation - but will not be 
convincing. 
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Diary 32, 1920 
March 16-18 

-16- 
Working on Contest Case: Dowell, Chairman Com. 
on Elections, told me today he would hear the oral 
Argument beginning next Tuesday. 

-17th – 
Written notice from Dowell setting the Oral 
Arguments to begin next Tuesday morning at 10 
a.m. 

-18- 
Am impatiently waiting for Tuesday for Oral 
Argument, and gathering books, authorities etc. for 
that purpose.  My confidence is not lessened as it 
draws near - but I have tried so many law suits that 
I know there is always danger in underestimating 
the opponents efforts and argument.  Still, I have a 
good case! 

Diary 32, 1920 
March 19 

19 
“Billy” Blackman & John F. Ballaine both from 
Seattle, came in to see me this noon - greatly 
excited - having had a long consultation, in 
company with my Tacoma friend A. R. Titlow, with 
the new Secretary of the Interior, Payne.  During 
the conversation Payne asked them about me, and 
told Blackman that he wished to have a talk with 
me & Blackman asks me to go to his office Dept. of 
the Interior, in the morning for that purpose.  Of 
course, I will go, and take the papers in the 
Shipping Board bill etc. in the hope that he will care 
to sec. the official record.  Blackman & Ballaine got 
the strong impression that Payne intends to make 
a pretty clean sweep of the Alaska Eng. Com. 
including Mears. 

Diary 32, 1920 
March 20-21 

-20th – 
Went to Secretary Payne’s office but found it full of 
subordinates getting up requations[?] for leasing oil 
& gas lands etc. - saw him only long enough to get 
a pleasant introduction - would not wait & cannot 
see him now until after oral arguments in Contest 
case - next week. 

-21st – 
Ballaine came in the office today in great 
excitement, to tell me that he is being considered 
by Sec. Payne for appointment as Mgr. of the 
Alaska Govt. Rd! etc.  I think he is altogether over 
sanguine - I hope so!  I shall not, however, say a 
word to oppose him for it would assist in outing the 
other bunch & not make it any worse - may be 
better. 

Diary 32, 1920 
March 22 

-22nd – 
This evening’s “Star” has a big story about a dinner 
last night to Gov. Riggs, tendered by Col. E. Lester 
Jones, of the Coast & Geodetic Survey - Cosmos 
Club.  Present a number of Senators & 
Representatives - Jones, Riggs, Grigsby, Dowell, 
etc.  I am greatly disturbed at Dowell’s presence for 
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he is Chairman of my Elections Com. & I have to 
begin my arguments before him tomorrow, against 
Grigsby, Riggs, et. al! 

Ballaine tells me today he has a strong “stand in” 
with Sec. Payne, - saw him again this morning & 
Payne is considering appointing him manager 
Alaska Rd. etc.  Maybe - we shall see! 

Diary 32, 1920 
March 23 

-23d – 
Began argument before the Com. on Elections 
today - we had much trouble to get a quorum, & 
only had an hour.  Found the Com. in bad humor, 
and the Republican members heckled & cross 
examined me about things way in advance, etc. 
and I had a bad hour.  Still I do not fear. We got 
nowhere but finally adjourned until next Monday 
evening at 8 oclock, when I am to continue.   
The Com. agreed to give me 6 hours - & Grigsby 
the same time. 
Ballaine was in this evening & thinks Riggs will be 
asked by the President to resign. 

Diary 32, 1920 
March 23 

23 
he says he has been tipped that Sec. Payne will 
request the President to remove him etc. but I do 
not think so, though there are some indications that 
point that way.  It would create such a row that I 
cannot think it possible though I pray it is true. 

I called on Sec. Daniels and talked Naval coal in  
Alaska. He told me he had made arrangements for 
authorization and $1,000,000 appropriation to 
enable him to secure & work & transport 
Matanuska Naval Coal, etc.  If the Good Lord will 
incline Sec. Paynes heart to removing Riggs it will 
be a happy ending to a brief Alaskan nightmare. 

Diary 32, 1920 
March 24 

-24th – 
Called on Secretary of Interior Payne this morning 
at 9 oclock & found him alone and in good humor 
and thirsty for information about Alaska.  Wm 
Blackman called for me at the Hotel with his 
automobile and was with us all the time during the 
interview & took part in the conversation at times. 

I began the conversation by making objection to  
the Chamberlain - Grigsby Shipping Board bill, and 
began to point out its dangerous points, etc.  
Without saying much in reply to my statements and 
inquiries he rang the bell and asked his clerk to 
bring him a certain letter written to Senator 
Chamberlain two or three days ago - which he 
passed 

Diary 32, 1920 
March 24 

24 
over to me to read as soon as the Clerk brought it.  
The letter was directed to Senator Chamberlain &, 
in effect, objected to the bill & requested him to 
drop it and not pass it.  Of course I was delighted & 
told him so, and that matter was closed.  He then 
began very bluntly to ask me what he should do in 
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the matter of better government & legislation for 
Alaska, but particularly in the matter of the 
completion of the Govt. Railroad in Alaska, etc.  
Such inquiries caused me to hesitate, on account 
of the political difficulties but he brushed all such 
considerations aside & insisted on my saying freely 
what I thought ought to he done for the public good 
etc.  I begged off, saying I was not prepared to 
answer such important 

Diary 32, 1920 
March 24 

24 
inquiries without time for consideration - and before 
I left he again demanded not my judgment in 
general terms - but categorically, with names & 
particulars.  I happened to mention that I had called 
to see Sec. Daniels, yesterday about the Naval 
interest in coal & transportation - he asked me 
quick direct questions until it was disclosed that the 
Sec. of the Navy was to have an appropriation of a 
Million Dollars in the present Congress for getting 
out Naval Coal, over the Govt. Rd. whereupon he 
rang the bell and dictated a letter to Sec. Daniels 
referring to that matter and asking for cooperation.  
I also showed him a copy of the oil & Gas law 
approved by the President Feb. 25, and pointed 
out in Sec. 22 the “joker” put in my Joslin, for 

Diary 32, 1920 
March 24 

24 
the Guggenheim - Katalla Oil Co - he at once rang 
the bell & dictated a letter to Asst. Sec. Vogelsang, 
instructing him to take particular notice of that 
matter.  He said to me during the course of the 
interview that he had had Gov. Riggs, Leehey and 
Semmes (or Sims), before him 2 or 3 days ago, 
and remarked that he had a hard time at the 
meeting but said, rather aside, that they had “a 
damned sight harder time than he had.”  I am 
convinced that he has a very decided “notion” in 
his mind to remove Riggs, & I did all I could in the 
interview to encourage the idea.  He asked me to 
assist him, insisted on it, by giving him my own 
recommendations as to what HE ought to do in the 
matters mentioned in our interview! 

Diary 32, 1920 
March 24-25 

24 
I shall at once prepare a statement - a brief - 
suggesting my ideas & get it to him.  I have today 
prepared a short criticism of two Senate bills 
introduced by Senator New, of Ind. Sen. No. 4112, 
and 4113, & will send the critique & bills to him. 

I have no doubt that he will prevent the passage 
of the Riggs - Leehey Shipping Bills - & I  

think he may actually remove Riggs & put a new 
man in his place! 
Its a beautiful spring day! 

-25th – 
Attended hearing before Com. on Commerce 
Senate, today, on the Alaska Shipping bill - Riggs 
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first urged its good points & then introduced 
Semmes (Sims) his shipping master, who talked 
for 

Diary 32, 1920 
March 25 

25 
an hour in explanation of the reasons why it should 
become a law.  Senator McNary, of Oregon 
undertook to convince Semmes that the bill was an 
unnecessary burden on the people of Alaska, & 
said the Com. had already practically agreed on 
changes in the U.S. Shipping Board law to enable 
such service to be done much better and cheaper 
by that Board, etc. but nothing could or did quench 
the flame of Semmes oratory. 

Present the greatest array of Guggenheim 
lobbyists I have seen for many days - Riggs, Joslin, 
Leehey Grigsby, Law, Clark, etc. etc. 
I have prepared a plan for the reorganization of the 
Alaska Eng. Com. for Sec. Payne, as requested & 
will take it down to him in the morning. 

Diary 32, 1920 
March 26 

-26th – 
Went down to Sec. Paynes office this morning - 9 
a.m. and delivered to him personally by copy of a 
Memo of Organization, etc. of Alaska Railroad 
project. 
The atmosphere was different - Joslin, Riggs, et. 
al. have been hard at work - evidently, and he was 
not enthusiastic!  He told me Joslin had been there 
and he had told Joslin that he was informed the 
Alaska SS. Co. had paid 10% dividends in 1918.  
Joslin denied it in the most positive way - I then 
showed the Sec. the Rep. of the Ken. Cop. Corp. 
for 1918 with the exact statement, and a smile lit 
up his face feebly.  He kept my file of the Rep. etc. 
for inspection! 

Diary 32, 1920 
March 26 

26 
Still I think they have made an impression - but I 
dont care much.  I have not wanted anything from 
him except to assist him in getting a correct view of 
his work on the Alaska Railroad & if he persists in 
remaining -cross-eyed its his fault. 
Attended the hearings before the Com. on Com. 
Senate Semmes was on the stand, & Leehey -but 
the effort is labored, and will end in a water haul for 
them. 
Senator Jones promised I should be heard next 
week after the arguments in my Contest are over. 
Ballaine says he is going up to see Sec. Payne & 
offer his services as Chairman of the Alaska Eng. 
Com!! 

Diary 32, 1920 
March 27 

-27th – 
As I entered the Com. Room Senate Com. on 
Commerce I heard Leehey, the Seattle Atty. for 
Riggs saying that I was a representative of the 
Canadian Ry. & SS. interests - as soon as he 
stopped Senator Jones, Chairman, asked me the 
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square question - & of course I denounced it to be 
untrue.  Jones was fine to do it in that way - so as 
to make the prompt denial in the record.   
They are evidently fighting me very hard - and it is 
probably the only real argument they have in 
support of their bill.  Both Senators Chamberlain & 
McNary, from Oregon are attending etc both seem 
quite opposed to the bill.  “Gen.” Richardson - “Col 
Dick” was back at the lobby stand with Joslin & 
others today. 

Diary 32, 1920 
March 28-29 

-28th – 
Am putting some finishing touches on my 
Contested Election Argument. 

-29th – 
Went to Sec. Interior Office & got my private file of 
transportation data: attended hearing Senate Com. 
on Commerce till noon - then to Supreme Court.  
Moved admission D.D. Coppernoll, to bar as 
lawyer, & submitted Petition for Certiorari for John 
Rustgard in Alaska case. 
!     !     !     !     !     !      Bunk? 
John E. Ballaine has just been in & he tells me 
confidentially that Sec. Payne has practically asked 
him to take the appointment of Chairman of the 
Alaska Eng. Com.  He also thinks Riggs will surely 
be removed from office as Governor. 

Diary 32, 1920 
March 29-30 

-29 continued – 
Oral argument in Contested Election case began 
before the Com. on Elections No. 3, Dowell, Ch., at 
8 oclock this evening. The Com. gave me 3 
evening sessions for presentation of my side of the 
case - & this is the first.  I used my brief as a guide 
and got far enough on to get the Com. interested. 

-30th – 
Attended hearings before the Com. on Commerce, 
Senate, - Leehey & Semmes - accused me & 
Ballaine of being Canadian Steamship Co. 
supporters - no fact just his - or their prejudice and 
animosity. 
We denied the accusation so the record might be 
complete - I laughed at them. 

Diary 32, 1920 
March 30-31 

-30th – 
Oral arguments continued tonight - I talked 3 hours 
- and will finish tomorrow night. My voice and 
arguments sound good to me - and the Com. 
listens fairly. 

-31st – 
Senate Hearings on the Chamberlain - Grigsby bill 
seem to have ended – “requeseat in pace.” 

Concluded my opening oral Argument in Contest 
Case before Com. on Elections. It is pretty well 
done - but not quite satisfactory. 
I think the Com. may be against me on the 
objection to the Indian vote, and they appeared 
even less sympathetic to my objections on the law 
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to the Special Election of June 3, 1919. 

Diary 32, 1920 
April 1-2 

-April 1st – 
Grigsby began his Oral Argument tonight and 
spoke for 3 hours.  I am afraid to say what I think of 
his forensic ability - for fear I am defeated - and I 
should feel worse to be defeated by one who 
makes so poor an effort.  Before he finally 
concluded, however, he woke up & did better, but 
as a whole it was not a success. 

-2nd – 
Darrell’s 38th birthday. 
Grigsby talked for four hours to the Com. today - 
nothing exciting - just talked. He is doing better 
than yesterday but not well enough to excite my 
admiration.  We begin to count “rejected ballots” in 
the returns, tomorrow. 

Diary 32, 1920 
April 3 

-3d- 
The Democrats did not attend the meeting of the 
Com. this forenoon & so none was held.  I forgot 
my hat and went back to the Com. Room at 1220 & 
found Leehey there - he held a newspaper so he 
thought I could not see him but I recognized him & 
spoke – he also then spoke.  The door to Dowells 
inner room was closed - I went upstairs and sent 
George down & he found out that it was not Riggs - 
but we think Semmes (Leeheys expert) who was in 
with Dowell.  I met Elliott, of Indiana, member 
Committee - told him, but he thinks they cannot 
impress Dowell - Elliott told me every effort had 
been made to prevent present hearings but Dowell 
had urged them along notwithstanding. 

Diary 32, 1920 
April 4-5 

-4th – 
Easter Sunday – rainy. 
Took an automobile ride in the parks with Debbie 
but the flowers are not yet out in such quantity as 
to be interesting or beautiful. 

-5th – 
My opponent threw a “bomb” into my case today by 
disclosing that the Contested Election Case of 
Ames, Senator from Miss. in 1870-73, was decided 
in favor of Ames by the Senate, notwithstanding 
the unanimous Report of the Senate Com. against 
him!  Wilson Chairman of the Election Com. of last 
Congress who wrote the Report in the Case of 
Wickersham v Sulzer quotes that Case & the law 

Diary 32, 1920 
April 5 

5 
stated in that Report as the basis of his decision - it 
is like depending on a Reversed Case.  However a 
careful examination of the Report in the Ames 
Case, and the speeches in the U.S. Senate on it 
shows that the Report and the Law in it were 
correct statements of the law, while the Act of the 
Senate in seating Ames was a political necessity in 
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one of the Reconstruction States.   
A big negro by the name of Revels, was elected 
with Ames, by the Negro Legislature of Miss. by 
the use of Ames & his Army bayonets. Ames was 
Genl. Ben. Butlers son-in-law “Spoons & Cotton.” 

Diary 32, 1920 
April 6 

-6th – 
Finished arguments in the Contested Election case 
and I am very fearful that I have lost the case! 
Dowell, Chairman has been unfriendly every 
moment from the beginning & Chindbloom harshly 
criticized me for a false slip when they shut me off, 
and I said that “I am sorry that I cant conclude my 
case,” - I was not done answering Grigsbys 
arguments & had no intention of criticizing the Com 
- but Chindbloom went after me harshly & so did 
Dowell generally I have lost I think. 
Well I am glad its ended anyway. 

Diary 32, 1920 
April 7 

-7th – 
Have sent several telegrams to Alaska today - 
Seward Gateway, Anchorage Times, Nenana 
times, Henry T. Ray, Fairbanks, M. W. Griffith, 
Nome, urging all citizens to vote for Herron, 
National Committeeman, Valentine & Reed, 
Delegates Rep. Nat. Convention, and especially to 
oppose Hazelet for Delegate Nat. Rep. Nat 
Convention because he represents Guggenheim 
transportation, coal, oil etc. etc. 
Telegrams cost me $2160/100. 
I still feel greatly discouraged about my Contest 
Case. 
My oculist cannot attend to operation on my eyes 
till the 20th inst. Am closing up my office work fast 
as possible ready for eventualities. 

Diary 32, 1920 
April 8-12 

-8th – 
Answering letters, etc. 

-9th – 
Debbie & I went over to Baltimore this morning to 
find if we could, the marriage record of her great 
grand parents but we did not - though we had a 
good visit & a happy day. 

-10- 
In office - working on finishing touches on 
Bibliography of Alaskan public documents. 
Nothing done in Contest Case. 

-11th – 
Sunday – nothing new. 

-12- 
Went over to Annapolis, Md. today with Debbie - 
visited record office & sought Rev. Record Isaac 
Baker, her grandfather - none found. 

Diary 32, 1920 
April 13 

-13- 
Am reliably informed - & believe - that Riggs & his 
Shipping Board lobby went home Saturday - at the 
personal command of the Sec. of Interior, Judge 
Payne, who wrote Riggs a letter last week ordering 
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him to cut both Leehey & Semmes off the payroll & 
for all of them go home! 
They went on Saturday. 
Found the application of Isaac Baker (Debbies 
Great Grand Father) for Revolutionary Pension in 
the Pension office today, together with a long 
statement of his services etc. Got copy in full for 
further use. 
Had physical Ex. today - Physician tells me I am in 
perfect physical condition - only 40 years old! 

Diary 32, 1920 
April 14-16 

-14th – 
Nothing new. 
Illinois primaries for Gov. Lowden for Rep. 
candidate for Resident. 

-15- 
Found the Revolutionary Claim of Thos. Sims, of 
Tenn. supported by affidavit of Chesley Sims - the 
latter being my Great Grandfather - my mothers 
Grand father.  Got a photostat copy, as it is quite 
important, for it shows clearly that Chesley Sims 
was too young to have been an enlisted man in the 
Revolutionary War! but his father Thos. was such. 

-16- 
Attending to office work, writing letters etc. Saw 
Senator Jones about Nome Harbor Appro. etc. 

Diary 32, 1920 
April 17-29 

-17th – 
Paid my bills, Keen. $9500 
Prepared by Acts. expenses in two Contested 
Election Cases, etc. 

-18- 
Sunday.  Have prepared my Contested Elections 
Account for typing. 

-19th – 
Went to Eye Hospital, at #1147, Fifteenth St. for an 
operation by Dr. Wilmer to remove cataract from 
my right eye. 
Finished up correspondence, etc. 

-29th – 
Returned from Episcopal Eye & Ear Hospital today.  
While there Dr. Wilmer operated  

Diary 32, 1920 
April 29 

29 
on my right eye - he punctured the eye & did the 
preliminary operation - I must go back in 10 days 
for the major operation which consists in removing 
the lens from the right eye. 

Alaska primary on April 27 - telegraphic 
dispatches say indications my friend Herron 
defeated  

by McBride who was supported by the Democrats - 
who had no contest - only having put up a single 
list of candidates, thus leaving them few to vote in 
the Republican contest, which they did & thus we 
may lose.  Do not hear anything yet about Hazelets 
election. 
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Diary 32, 1920 
April 30- 
May 2 

-30th – 
Resting my eye, etc. 
Saw Praeger, 4th Asst. P.M. Genl at his request. 
He & Brooks of Geo. Sur. & Sant of Shipping 
Board appt. Com. by Sec. Int. Payne to formulate 
plans for better organization Alaska Railroad - 
transportation, shipping etc. & he wishes to come 
to my office Sunday - for information etc. 
I am to prepare data for him. 

May 1st 
Same as usual - nothing new. 

-May 2nd – 
Sunday: 
Mr. Otto Praeger 2nd Asst. Post Master General, 
came to my office & requested me to give him data 
advice, information etc. to assist 

Diary 32, 1920 
May 2 

2 
him in the performance of his duty as a member of 
the Com. on Alaska Railroad inquiry.  He and 
Brooks, of Geo. Sur. & Saint, of the Shipping Board 
will start for Seattle tomorrow & Praeger seems to 
fear that an effort will be made by the Seattle 
representatives of the Kennecott Copper Corp. the 
Alaska S.S. Co. the Pacific Coast SS. Co. etc. to 
secure advantages in their final Report if not 
watched carefully & he wished me to give him the 
facts as I see them.  I did so - I gave him my 
private files - the Rep. Ken. Cop. Corp. 1918, 
copies of my letter to Lane, objections to Shipping 
Board Rep. on Alaska Rates, etc. correspondence 
with Sec. Payne, Geo. C. Hazelet etc. 

Diary 32, 1920 
May 2 

2 
He also asked me to give him letters to trustworthy 
friends. & I do so tomorrow by giving him letters of 
introduction to John P. Hartman & E. R. Peoples. 

-3rd – 
Hear today that-George C. Hazelet has had Chas. 
E. Herron, arrested for libel in charging him with 
being concerned in the Keystone Canyon Killing - 
where Hazey shot some of the Home Rd. 
employees - about 1907, and has also sued him in 
civil action for $50,000. damages.  Evidently the 
Guggs intend to suppress all criticism of their 
agents. 

Delivered letters to Praeger introducing him to  
Hartman & Peoples in Seattle. 

Diary 32, 1920 
May 4-7 

-4th – 
Nothing new. Eyes getting better. 

-5th – 
Same as yesterday. 
Politics - primary elections - throughout country 
interesting 

-6- 
Same as usual. 
A month since the final argument in the Contest 
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Case - and no sign from the Com. yet. 
-7- 

Nothing - except news that my friends were 
defeated in the Alaska primaries - Guggenheim 
candidates won except, of course, Sutherland won 
- having no opposition! 

Diary 32, 1920 
May 8-10 

-8- 
Nothing doing. 

-9th – 
Continued story. 

-10th – 
Debbie and I went over to Baltimore today to find 
the date of the marriage of her Great Grand 
Parents - Isaac Baker, and Phebe Waddell who 
were married there in 1787 but found that there 
was a blank space from Oct. 1786 to Nov. 1787 in 
the record of marriages in the official records and 
did not find what we wanted - Must look again for it 
is certainly there somewhere. 

Diary 32, 1920 
May 10 

10 
got a letter from Chas. E. M. Cole in the 40 Mile 
district, Alaska, saying the Com. had reestablished 
the precincts which were abolished & which lost 
me the 1918 election! 

And also the Juneau papers announce the 
resignation of Wm. F. Mahoney, Democratic Com. 
at Ketchikan who did the criminal work in that & 
Charcoal Point precincts at the same election! 
The Democratic officials in Alaska know the facts & 
appreciate my Brief & its charges, even if the 
Republican committee in Congress will NOT. 

Diary 32, 1920 
May 11-12 

-11th – 
Interviewed Senator Norris, of Neb. about 
conditions surrounding Republican Delegates to 
the Nat. Con. - also Senator Johnsons secretary & 
also Poindexters Sec. - but with no result.  We are 
all at a loss to know just what is best to do. Think I 
will send warning telegram to Judge Marshall, at 
Juneau, - to prevent issuance of Cert. of Election 
until Returns are properly canvassed, etc. 

-12th – 
Have concluded not to meddle with the primary 
elections in Alaska.  If the people want Hazelet, et. 
al I shall not complain - I am not responsible for his 
election 

Diary 32, 1920 
May 13 

May 13th  
Darrell has arrived & will be with us for a few days. 

-14- 
Sub Com. of the Senate Judiciary Com. sat to hear 
the objections to the Confirmation of Judge Bunnell 
& Dist. Atty. Roth - I asked that the matter go over 
till the decision in my Contest Case - Grigsby said 
Judge Bunnell was coming onto Wash. to be heard 
- so the matter was postponed rather indefinitely.  
Bunnell will be heard when he comes & further 
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action was not determined - although I will probably 
he heard after I get out of the Hospital. 

Diary 32, 1920 
April 19- 
May 2 

-April 19- 
Go to the Episcopal Eye, Ear & Throat Hospital this 
evening for the first operation on my eye tomorrow. 

-20- 
My left eye was operated on this day by Dr. Wilmer 
etc. 

For 10 days after the operation I Was confined in 
my room - blindfolded & flat on my back. 

May 2. 
Was allowed to go back to the Congress Hall Hotel 
With Debbie, wearing, heavy dark glasses & not 
allowed to read or work. 

Diary 32, 1920 
May 11-12 

11 
Am confined to room most of the time & cannot 
Work act. of my darkened eyes. 

-May 12- 
Was required to appear before Senate Judiciary 
Subcommittee - Senators Sterling & Norris in the 
matter of the Confirmation of Roth & Bunnell.  Got 
he matter postponed - because they & their friends 
holding up my Contested Election Case. 

Learned in Grigsby’s statement that the House  
Com. Elections, having my case has not printed 
the record - Grigsby is holding up part of the record 
- since April 6!! & Dowell permits it!! 

Diary 32, 1920 
May 15-17 

-15- 
Got action from Dowell on printing record - after 
holding it up for 6 weeks.  Dowell is not friendly to 
me & is persuaded by some force outside of the 
Com.  I am up against “inertia,” - plain “fat head.” 

-May 17- 
Went back to the Eye Hospital today for major eye 
operation tomorrow, to remove the cataract from 
right eye. 

Will be in hospital for 10 days or more.  Darrell is  
now with his mother at Congress Hall Hotel. 

Diary 32, 1920 
May 30 

-May 30- 
Was discharged from the Hospital today to go to 
the Hotel with Debbie.  Of course my eyes are so 
bandaged & shielded by dark glasses that I cannot 
use them - but rest & time will bring recovery - 

The operation for the removal of the Crystaline 
lense in the right eye was successful & Dr. Wilmer 
says I will recover a fair sight in the eye in time. 

I am greatly disturbed at the talk of the 
adjournment of Congress this week - which will 
leave my case unsettled - undecided! 

Diary 32, 1920 
June 2 

June 2d 
Wrote letters to each member of the Com. on 
Elections today asking them to settle - decide my 
case before adjournment which is scheduled to 
take place on Saturday! 
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3rd  
Com. on Elections met this morning, but did not 
decide my case - but put it off till next December! 
Dowell made the objection saying he could not 
prepare the decision etc. & was not prepared etc. 
and it goes over for 6 mo!  The “invisible forces” 
got to Dowell - the scamp! 
 
Congress adjourns June 5 [written lengthwise 
across page] 

Diary 32, 1920 
June 8-15 

June 8 
The excuse for postponing my case, of course, is 
the sudden adjournment of Congress on account of 
the holding of the Republican Nat. Convention at 
Chicago, beginning today. 

-12- 
Republican Nat. Convention at Chicago today 
nominated Harding & Coolidge for President & Vice 
President. 

-15 
My eyes are slowly recovering - but the oculist 
says I cannot go west for two weeks - not until they 
are strong & I have glasses. 
Darrell is still here with us. 

Diary 32, 1920 
June 19-20 

-19- 
Have finished & delivered a letter to Secretary of 
State Bainbridge Colby - today- denouncing the 
Merchant Marine Act. June 5, 1920, & especially 
Secs. 7 & 27, which are intended to give the 
Kennecott Copper Corporation a monopoly of 
Transportation in Alaska & to exclude the Grand 
Trunk Ry. from Alaska as a competitor. 

Also sent a copy to the Vice Pres. J. E.  
Dalrymple, of the G. T. Ry. 

-20th – 
Have just finished a long letter sending political 
data etc. to Dan. Sutherland for his campaign use 
this fall etc. 

Diary 32, 1920 
June 21-22 

-21st – 
Visited the Republican Publicity Assoc., Senator 
Bowne’s, today & the Republican Cong. Com. 
seeking aid for Dan Sutherland - Got no sympathy 
from Browne - but did from the Cong. Com.   
Will follow it up & get all assistance for him 
possible. 

-22d- 
My oculist gave my eyes a careful examination 
today & says my operation has restored the sight in 
my right (blind) eye very successfully & that I may 
go home on the 30th.  Bought my tickets via the 
Penn. Ry. to Chicago & thence over the Ch. Mil. & 
Puget Sd. & we leave a week from tomorrow. 

Diary 32, 1920 
June 23-26 

-23d- 
Working on Charges against Roth & Bunnell - to 
prevent their Confirmation as Dist. Atty & Judge in 
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the 4th Div. of Alaska. 
-24- 

Same as yesterday. 
-25- 

Same as yesterday. 
-26- 

My oculist says I am now recovered from the 
operation on my eye for the removal of cataract, 
and we have our tickets bought to go west on next 
Wednesday. 
Paid him $315 - his bill is $615!  Got my gasses & 
feel quite satisfied. 

Diary 32, 1920 
June 27-30 

-27 
Finished my Charges against Roth & Bunnell, but 
have yet to write a letter of transmittal to the 
Senate. 

-28- 
Getting ready to close the office & go west on 
Wednesday. 

-30- 
Darrell left Wash. this morning in his automobile for 
a summer trip to Phil. N. Y. & the Maine coast.  Left 
my office in good shape.  Elliott & George will care 
for mail etc. 
Debbie & I left Washington at 6 oclock this 
afternoon for Seattle, via Penn. Ry. 

Diary 32, 1920 
July 1-6 

July 1st – 
In Chicago - go out of here over the Chi. 
Milwaukee & P. S. Ry. 

-2- 
St. Paul. 

-3- 
Through Dakota. 

-4- 
Idaho & Wash.  Bad dust storm in Eastern Wash. 
Late.  Arrived in Seattle late tonight. 

-5- 
Tired & dirty. Frye Hotel & bath. 

-6- 
Over to Tacoma and onto our farm. Making efforts 
to rent same for a term of years - also to get 
crossing over N. P. on south line. The farm looks 
good. 

Diary 32, 1920 
July 7-9 

-7- 
Visiting and business in Seattle.  Many of our 
Alaska friends to see us. Mrs. Patton from Grays 
Harbor visiting with Debbie. 

-8- 
Went to Buckley on morning stage - good visiting 
with Mother who is in good health & happy - Aunt 
Lizzie, Uncle Tom & Aunt Kate - all well. 

-9- 
Looking over my land at Buckley - interested in 
possible coal veins - probably in its depths.   
Back to Seattle. Ed. Russell & wife called & long 
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talk about political situation in Alaska where my 
enemies are trying to put me down! 

Diary 32, 1920 
July 10-12 

-10- 
Nothing much today at the Hotel. Will go over to 
Tacoma again Monday & hope to get away to 
Alaska next week.  Visited Jen & her 3 young folks 
at Buckley. 

-11th – 
Sunday – nothing much. 

-12- 
Over to Tacoma - saw Geo T. Reid, N. P. Counsel 
about RR crossing at my farm & got his agreement 
that it will be put in - o.k.  also told me R.R. Co. did 
not claim any interest in minerals on Sec. 3, 
Buckley. 
Saw Earl Sergeant, who will go to Buckley soon to 
consider locating coal veins on our land. 

Diary 32, 1920 
July 13 

-13- 
Wrote letter to Bill Taylor, at Kantishna offering him 
1/4 my interest in mines for doing assessment 
work.  Also sent letter to Delbert Gam Point 
Barrow, by Rev. Condit, about Oil locations there.  
Saw Nettleton & Wood, of P.I. and Looering, Ed. 
Times, about Alaska “jokers” in Merchant Marine 
Act. - some surprise but little sympathy!  They 
seem to think it is o.k. to give the Steamship Co. 
the best of it - even by a trick - in Alaska 
transportation.   
Debbie went up to Buckley today with Jennie, for a 
short visit. 

Diary 32, 1920 
July 14-15 

-14- 
Called on Judge Hadly, also on Judge Chadwick - 
talked with Chadwick about his candidacy for U.S. 
Senator, etc. 

Long consultation with Chas. E. Herron, about  
newspapers etc.  George B. Grigsby in town today 
- he told me he was going north tomorrow to begin 
his campaign.  Papers say Sutherland is now on 
the coast at Anchorage & Seward. 

-15- 
Over to Tacoma to examine our old home, for 
repairs, & to get some data from Courthouse 
records about land owners at Buckley.  Consented 
to lease my farm lands 45 acres for $1300. per 
annum - taxes are excessive. 

Diary 32, 1920 
July 16-19 

-16- 
Am studying constitutional questions in Jones 
Merchant Marine Bill.  Debbie went to Buckley 
three days ago - back today. 

-17- 
Waiting and watching. 

-18- 
Sunday.  Went up to Buckley to look into coal land 
matter - dinner with Mother & remained for the 
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night. 
-19- 

Back to Seattle in time for dinner with Debbie. 
Packed all my books in boxes - assisted by Harry & 
a man - Part of my library in Buckley. 

Diary 32, 1920 
July 20-21 

-20- 
Over to Tacoma - but papers for leasing land not 
ready.  Learn that Capt. Nicholson, of Grand Trunk 
Pac. SS Co. arrived in Vancouver yesterday & left 
at once for Prince Rupert - back Saturday - think I 
will remain here until can have talk with him about 
Sec 27, Merchant Marine Act, 1920 - which I think 
is unconstitutional & therefore of no force! 

-21- 
Moved from Frye Hotel to “Terry Hotel” at Marion & 
Terry - Debbie will stay here while I go north. 
Nothing new. 

Diary 32, 1920 
July 22-25 

-22- 
Nothing worthwhile.  Just working on things 
political and otherwise. 

-23- 
Tacoma - lease on farm not ready because parties 
sick and matter left to Hopping & Partner. 

-24- 
Ed. Russell & Chas. Herron both more friendly in a 
political way - but am told McBride & the old 
Shackleford crowd hostile - & will probably oppose 
Dan Sutherlands election. 

-25- 
Telegram from Capt. Nicholson to Capt. Carroll, 
G.T. Agent 

Diary 32, 1920 
July 25-26 

25 
in Seattle says will meet me tomorrow morning on 
the boat from Victoria to Vancouver.  The situation 
is not good - the attorneys for the Alaska SS. Co. 
are in Juneau, now, assisting those of the 
Canadian Pac. SS. Co. in the “Sophia Case,” and I 
fear they - the G.T. officials - will not be free to 
assist us in fighting the Alaska SS interests in the 
Merchant Marine Act, 1920, -”joker” against 
Alaska!  Still I’ll try it but with little hope of 
cooperation. 

-26- 
Left Seattle for Victoria at 900 a.m. to see Capt 

Diary 32, 1920 
July 26 

26 
Nicholson.  Arrived Victoria about 1 & changed to 
the Vancouver boat.  Capt. Nicholson on board & 
we retired to his room & had long talk about the 
plan of testing the Sec. 27. of the Merchant Marine 
Act, 1920.  I told him it was my judgment that the 
Sec. was unconstitutional and void because in 
conflict with the terms of Sec. 8, Art 1. of the U. S. 
Const. etc.  Arrived in Vancouver at 7 p.m. & 
returned home at 11 p.m. on the Canadian boat.  
Capt. Nicholson seemed greatly interested in my 
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plan of defeating the Sec. 27, of the M.M. Act, and 
promised to give it immediate consideration & take 
it up with the Atty’s of the Co. 

Diary 32, 1920 
July 27-30 

-27- 
Reached Seattle this morning at 8 a.m. from 
Vancouver. 

-28- 
Studying the law relating to the constitutionality of 
Sec. 27, of the Merchant Marine Act of 1920 at 
Hartmans office. 

-29- 
Spent the day in making careful study of the Const. 
Law relating to the Sec. 27 of the Merchant Marine 
Act, 1920 - in Hartmans office. 
Also reserved space on the SS Spokane for Aug. 
3. 

-30- 
Working on law - same as usual. Looks good to 
me. 

Diary 32, 1920 
July 31- 
August 2 

-31st – 
Same as yesterday. 

-1st August. 
Same as yesterday.  Sunday. 

-2- 
Bought my ticket & packing to go to Alaska 
tomorrow - on SS. Spokane. 
Parsons, V.P. Dexter Horton Nat. Bank urges me 
to remain in Seattle & not settle in Alaska for 
business.  Arranging affairs & ready to go.   
Left Debbie $400. She will go to Tacoma tomorrow 
to visit the Olds - our friends - & then she will go to 
Grays Harbor to visit with Mrs. Patton - McMillan 
for a week. 

Diary 32, 1920 
August 3-4 

-3d- 
Left Seattle at 10 a.m. on the “Spokane” for 
Ketchikan. 
Debbie left at the same hour for a visit & luncheon 
at Tacoma with Mrs. Olds, and she will go on from 
there to Grays Harbor for a visit for a week with 
Mrs. Patton.  Jennie was also down from 
Enumclaw to send Helen & some other Buckley 
girls off on the “Jefferson” on a round trip to 
Skagway & other Alaskan points. 

A glorious day - clear & warm & the inland seas  
glisten like silver in the sunshine. 

-4- 
Queen Charlotte’s Sd. for dinner - a beautiful day. 

Diary 32, 1920 
August 5 

-5- 
Reached Ketchikan at 2. p.m. and went to the 
“Stedman” Hotel – I have always stopped at the 
“Revilla” but I learned Grigsby had his 
headquarters at the Revilla, and tonight it is best 
not to go there for that reason.  Attended meeting 
of the Pioneer Lodge - when the SS. “Jefferson” 
came in & went down to see Helen & her party, but 
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could not find them.  They were probably up town 
shopping. 

Grigsby is to have a meeting Saturday evening,  
and Dale Hunt, Republican Mayor is to preside - 
the first evidence that the McBride crowd will 

Diary 32, 1920 
August 5 

5 
assist in defeating Sutherland. I intend to inform 
them tomorrow of my purpose to send the 
evidence from day to day to the Rep. Nat. Com. 
and I hope thereby to drive them to more secret 
practices - for they want to defeat Dan, so they 
may have the whole power of controlling the 
patronage in case Harding is elected President, 
and if their only activity in politics is to work to 
defeat the local Rep. candidates it will not leave 
them a strong argument in their appeal for 
Republican offices!  I think I may be able to scare 
them into more secret methods of work, at least - 
for they are, silly asses! 

Diary 32, 1920 
August 6 

-6th – 
Had a talk with Heckman & he said he would talk to 
Dale Hunt & get a meeting with me with a view of 
persuading him not to reside at the Grigsby 
meeting tonight - but since then I have talked to 
Hunt, Sr. who is the Rep. candidate for Territorial 
Senate, and he informed me that he had an 
interview with Dale today & that his son had said 
he would not act in that capacity & had so informed 
the Democrats. 
However, Heckman & the whole “fishtrap” interest 
here are against Sutherland!  without they are 
changed. 
Grigsby holds his political meeting at Red Mens 
Hall tonight - It is his opening campaign speech. 

Diary 32, 1920 
August 7-8 

-7- 
Grigsbys meeting last night was well attended, but 
not exciting and evidently without any particular 
effect.  He made no special impression and no 
pronounced good was accomplished for his cause. 
Met Capt. of the G.T. SS “Tillamook” & explained 
to him in detail the Alaska joker in Sec. 27 of the 
Merchant Marine Act, 1920, also to Heckman. 

-8- 
Sunday.  Walked up to Ketchikan Lake - a beautiful 
mountain trail. the lake and the waterfalls down the 
creek gave me much pleasure.  Had a drive with 
the Heckman’s & took dinner with them. Wrote a 
letter to Debbie. 

Diary 32, 1920 
August 9 

-9th – 
Had a talk with Strong, who controls the Ketchikan 
“Chronicle” he is in favor of the Jones Bill, & 
especially Sec. 27, and will control the business 
interests here in its favor! I Fear. 

Also long talk with Rivard, who long published 
the Ketchikan “Progressive - Miner” - sold it to the 
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crowd headed by Ryus , - it became bankrupt with 
the failure of their bank, and is now for sale again.  
Rivard told me he was now ready to start up his 
new paper - as a Republican paper & intended to 
support me for Governor!   
Maybe I can get him to support Sutherland for 
Delegate. 
Gov. “Bill” Sulzer came to K – out this afternoon 
boat. 

Diary 32, 1920 
August 10-11 

-10- 
Same as yesterday. Raining. 
Dinner with the Hunt family - a very nice & pleasant 
one - as usual. 

-11th – 
The Jefferson went south today - I saw Helen and 
Bernie & bot them each an Alaskan spoon.   
Visited with Rivard today - looked at his house etc. 
- he offers to sell me a lot near him - on the top of 
the lowest bluff - with a fine outlook across the 
Narrows and a beautiful view of the mountains.  
Strong has got the business men here to quite 
agree with his view that the Jones bill cutting 
Alaska off from the Grand Trunk Ry. is the only 
way to build up Ketchikan - what fools these 
mortals be.” 

Diary 32, 1920 
August 12-13 

-12th – 
The Heckmans had dinner with me this evening at 
the Arcade Restaurant.  Heckman talked quite 
freely about the law business in Ketchikan and 
strongly advised me to settle in Ketchikan but 
made no offer of support if I did so.  Go on “City of 
Seattle” tonight to Juneau. 

-13th – 
Left Ketchikan at 1 a.m. this morning & had several 
hours this afternoon & evening at Wrangell.  While 
there Mr. Grant - former U.S. Dep. Marshal here 
came & requested me to go to the office of Dr. S.C. 
Shurick his son-in-law for consultation 

Diary 32, 1920 
August 13 

13 
about the organization of a mining & pulp making 
combination at the Eastward between the Stikine 
river & Bradford Creek.  They asked me to advise 
them on the water Power & Timber leasing laws & 
to hereafter assist in the organization of their plans.  
They own the group of Ground Hog mining claims 
south of the Stikine, and propose to lease a large 
area of U.S. timber lands, & to utilize a great water 
power there in working the mines & making pulp, 
etc.  I promised to advise them from Juneau. 
Met many Wrangell friends 

Diary 32, 1920 
August 14-15 

-14- 
Our boat was held up for 6 or 8 hours this morning 
at Scow Baby.  Landed at Petersburg for a few 
minutes only - Reached Juneau this evening at 8 
oclock.   
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Went to Gastineau Hotel.  Met few of my friends 
but nothing new.  Mrs. Dan Sutherland called me 
up & invited me to dinner on Monday evening. 

-15- 
Dinner with Mr. & Mrs. John Rustgard - Mr. Lass of 
Spiel Riv. Power Co. present.  Visiting with my 
friends - Valentine is ugly & unfriendly!! 

Diary 32, 1920 
August 16 

-16th – 
Long talk with Richardson, Agt. Canadian Pacific 
SS. Co. about Grigsby & “joker” in the Merchant 
Marine Act 1920.  Have started to educate the 
business men here about that matter - it is a slow 
job. 
Dinner tonight with Mrs. Sutherland - present Mr. & 
Mrs. Cobb, O.P. Hubbard, Chas. Hoxsie, Oliver 
Anderson & a Mr. Stivers.  After a very pleasant 
dinner, Mrs. S. told me about a visit from McBride 
Nat. Com. today - she told him that Dan - her 
husband - knew he was supporting Grigsby etc. - & 
then she cried - to him - & he went away 
apologizing. 
 
U. S. Army Air planes sailed over Juneau today - 
the first ones ever - enroute to Nome from New 
York. [Written across page.] 

Diary 32, 1920 
August 17 

-17th – 
Assisted in getting an organization of the conflicting 
Republican factions in Juneau today.  The plan is 
to gather funds, hire headquarters, get flags, 
banners, printing, etc. and bring all soreheaded 
partisans into line for the common fight against the 
Democratic ticket.  I started the local fund with 
subscription of $25. and McBride, Valentine & 
others signed for different amounts.   
Earl Nand, from McBrides office, and Willard 
Herron, of the Daily Capitol undertook to carry the 
paper to the Republicans & gather the funds. 

George B. Grigsby is speaking tonight to a small  
crowd at the “Coliseum” - while Dan’s friends are 
organizing. 

Diary 32, 1920 
August 18-19 

-18- 
Got off letter last night to Debbie.  Telegram from 
Grant & Shurick, Wrangell about organizing Pulp 
Co.  Had Hobbs, Mrs. Sutherland & Willard Herron 
to dinner invited Earl Nand & wife - but they did not 
come.  Valentine is in good humor again. 

-19th – 
Well, its decided - I rented rooms in the Valentine 
Building today for Law Offices ands will remain 
here and practice law. 
The bar here is on the point of breaking up - Judge 
Jennings will retire when his term of office expires, 
- Smiser, U.S. Dist. Atty. will go back to Tenn. - 
Winn, (judge) will probably retire when he & Cobb 
get their big fees from 
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Diary 32, 1920 
August 19 

19 
the Chichagof Mining Case, & probably Cobb will 
also.  Some others have died this last year & 
others are not in the way. So it seems a good time 
to break into the business here, and I do it rather 
than to go to any other place in the Territory at this 
moment.   
Recd. letter from Debbie this evening saying she is 
ready to come at any moment - but she is very 
comfortable in the Terry at Seattle & I will write to 
her to ship some of our things - & some of my 
books, etc. at Buckley & not have her come until I 
get a good place ready for her. 
I think I shall get rooms at the Zynda Hotel for this 
winter & fix them up nicely for her. 

Diary 32, 1920 
August 19 

19 
[clipping] 

 
THE ALASKA DAILY CAPITAL, 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 19, 1920. 
Committeeman in Accord  

With Candidate Sutherland 
THE VOTERS OF ALASKA:         August 18, 
1920 

In his opening campaign speech at the Coliseum 
Theatre at Juneau on the 17th inst., Mr. Grigsby, 
the democratic candidate for delegate to congress 
appealed to the republican voters in Alaska for 
support upon the alleged grounds that he would 
work with the republican national committeeman 
for Alaska in the matter of recommending 
republicans for appointment to the territorial 
positions more agreeably than Mr. Sutherland 
would, and that harmony did not prevail in the 
republican party and therefore requested 
Republicans to vote for him instead of his 
Republican opponent. 

I wish to state at this time that Mr. Sutherland, 
the Republican nominee for delegate to congress 
and myself are in accord and that perfect harmony 
prevails and that when Senator Harding takes 
office as president of the United States of America 
March 4th next, no democrat will be consulted by 
myself regarding the distribution of offices in 
Alaska. 

In repudiating this attempt of Mr. Grigsby to 
create distrust and dissension in the Republican 
party and to cast doubt on my loyalty to my party 
and my duty to support its candidates, I most 
earnestly appeal to all Republicans and other good 
citizens in Alaska to rally around Mr. Sutherland 
and all other Republican candidates and give all of 
them such a large majority as well demonstrate the 
loyalty of the people of our territory to HARDING, 
COOLIDGE, AMERICANISM AND GOOD 
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GOVERNMENT.   
Signed: 

           J. C. McBride,  
Republican National 
Committeeman  

for Alaska. 
 

I wrote the draft of the above statement yesterday 
& read it to Earl Nand and Willard. 

Diary 32, 1920 
August 19 

19 
Herron & they asked me to take it to McBride & ask 
him to sign and publish it. I did so & he re wrote the 
middle clause - which originally declared he would 
consult with Mr. Sutherland & other Republicans” - 
but he struck that out & drafted it anew as it now 
stands.  
Still it is a good document & will greatly assist us in 
securing harmony in the Party & Dan’s election.  I 
shall be greatly interested to see what Troy says in 
his Editorial in the “Empire” about it - if anything!  
Dan’s election seems quite certain to me - but it is 
more than 2 months till election - & things can 
happen. 

Diary 32, 1920 
August 20-21 

-20- 
Nothing new in the Empire - just the usual unjust 
charges that Sutherland is “Wickershams 
Creature,” etc. 
Telegraphed Henry T. Ray, at Fairbanks to send 
out our home things - rugs, pictures etc. etc. & 
telegraphed Jeffery, Wash. D.C. to send Pub. 
Docs. & official stuff from the office.  My rooms in 
the Valentine building are being made ready & I 
expect soon to be there. 

-21st – 
Nothing particular today - urged the friends of 
Sutherland to send for John W. Frame, formerly 
Editor of the Valdes “Commoner” to come here for 
2 months to write Editorials on the “Capital” in 
answer to Troys in the “Empire.“ 

Diary 32, 1920 
August 22-23 

-22- 
Sunday.  Dinner at Cobb with family & Judge & 
Mars Dillard & Mr. & Mrs. Byers, from Texas. 

-23d- 
Sent N.Y. Draft for $229.90 to Col. Int. Rev. Dist. of 
Maryland Wash. D.C. in payt. for 3d quarter of my 
Income tax for 1919. 

Wrote Debbie good letter - told her I had decided 
to settle in Juneau to practice law - to come when 
she gets ready etc. 
Wrote Dr. Kellar, Skagway, a long letter about Sec. 
27, of the Merchant Marine Act 1920, telling him 
that, in my judgment, it was unconstitutional and 
void in so far as it attempted to discriminate against 
Alaska! 
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Diary 32, 1920 
August 24 

August 24, 1920. 
My 63rd Birthday. 
Mr. & Mrs. J. H. Cobb invited me to dinner this 
evening and I found they had kindly remembered 
that it was my birthday - and had given the dinner 
in my honor.  There were present, besides the 
Cobbs, Mrs. Sutherland, Judge Hubbard, Mrs. 
Johnson (Mrs. Cobbs sister) & Lang Cobb - the 
son. 
Mrs. Sutherland had baked a fine large and 
excellent cake, and it was brought to the table with 
candles - 6 large ones & 3 small ones. 
Of course I was greatly pleased - & told them so! 

Diary 32, 1920 
August 25-26 

-25- 
Wrote letter for H.H. Snow, of Boston who is 
attempting to promote a Cold Storage plant for 
Juneau, about the effect of Sec. 27, Merchant 
Marine Act 1920 on transportation of fish from 
Alaska to New England. 

-26- 
Working on right of War Department to approve 
location of fish traps in navigable waters in Alaska.  
Had dinner tonight with Judge Dillard & wife, Mr. & 
Mrs. Byers, & Mr. & Mrs. Cobb, at Gastineau. 

Spent the evening with Earl Nand & Willard 
Herron writing short editorials for the Capital. 
I am greatly amused at the antics of the Empire in 
relation to the announcement by McBride that he 
would 

Diary 32, 1920 
August 26 

26 
support Sutherland and appealing to all 
Republicans to support him & the entire 
Republican ticket.  The Empire, both editorially & 
by quoting Grigsby’s speech tries to make the 
public, including McB. think I misled him - “lied to 
the Republican National Committeeman”  the 
editorial puts it bluntly! 
The chief Democrats had a meeting after the McB. 
statement was printed & they have been fluttering 
like a wounded bird ever since & now are trying to 
get McB. to think he was worked.   
Went over this morning & talked to him long and 
friendly - about general matters - and do not think 
they will be able to get him to “back up” – he’ll 
stand! 

Diary 32, 1920 
August 27-28 

-27th – 
Am working to get some business in re. Cold 
Storage & Pulp Enterprises by getting on friendly 
terms with the promoters of both classes of 
business they both have good future in this region 
& will take the Pulp – the place of our decaying fish 
trade. 

-28- 
Valentine called me in & asked me to assist in 
expense of getting expert report - H.H. Snow - 
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back to Boston with prospectus in re the 
establishment Cold Storage plant in-Juneau - said 
that I should be the attorney for the enterprise etc. 
and divide the promotion stock with him & Snow, 
etc.  Will consider & answer later. 

Diary 32, 1920 
August 29-30 

-29- 
SS. Alaska going north.  Ralph Merrill on board 
going out to Prince William Sound to do assesst. 
work on a group of mines which he is interested in 
as part owner & also as promoter.  My office is 
about ready to put furniture in. 

-30th – 
Got a letter from Heckman saying that he 
understood I was to pay the Chandler & Chandler 
abstract of his fish trap patent abstract in Wash. 
D.C. out of the $250. retainer he paid me last fall - 
sent him check on Dexter Horton Nat. Bk for $150- 
the amount of the claim & wrote letter stating my 
understanding! 
Drew Option Contract for Cold Storage site on 
Femmer & Ritter wharf. 

Diary 32, 1920 
August 31- 
September 1 

-31st – 
Worked today on papers for organizing Cold 
Storage promotion - Valentine. 
Getting desk etc. in my office.  Recd. letter from Dr. 
Shurick, Wrangell, about organizing Wrangell Pulp, 
Mining, Water Power, etc. in good shape & moving 
along “right. o” 
Letter from Debbie - bless ‘er, & answered. 

Sept. 1- 
Got most of my office furniture in today - paid my 
rent & attended meeting of fishermen tonight in re 
opposition to Traps, and meeting on the 14th 
before representative of the Sec. of War. 
Got Cold Storage promotion matter finished up 
today for Valentine. 

Diary 32, 1920 
September 2-4 

-2nd – 
Nothing new. 

-3rd – 
Have my office book-shelves in - politics quite & 
the Seattle P-I. of the 29th ult had a good editorial 
in support of McBrides statement - I took it over to 
Jack & he was greatly pleased. 

-4th – 
My old friend of early Tacoma days - “Chips” Cole, 
made me a fine flat topped library table for my 
office & delivered it today - I paid him for the cash 
outlay in it, but he refused to take anything -for his 
work.  The Empire & Troy, its Editor, seem uneasy 

Diary 32, 1920 
September 4 

4 
these days and from day to day give me free 
advertising - the following is a sample - 
 

THE LESSON OF POLITICAL HSTORY. 
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The collapse of the Democratic party toward the 
close of the Buchanan administration over 
irreconcilable differences of principle and methods 
of dealing with slavery and again during the 
Cleveland administration, over populism and 
financial problems, and the collapse of the 
Republican Party during the Taft administration 
between the standpatters and the progressives, 
shows how impossible it is for a party to serve tae 
people when there are wide differences of opinion 
among the leaders and a sharp cleavage between 
factions of the masses. 

The disaster of a divided party in power 
threatens Alaska at this time. Last April two 
irreconcilable factions of Republicans struggled for 
control of the party organization. On the one side 
there were the Wickites and Socialists and 
devotees of all the isms.  On the other was the 
business and developing and working element of 
the party. The latter won the organization, But the 
other faction, through default, won the candidate 
for Delegate to Congress. 

Do people have any idea that the Rep. party of  
Alaska can serve the people half Wickite and half 
real Republican?  The sane, developing and 
working element of the Republican party would 
complete the work it started when it defeated the 
Seattle Wickite Herron, promoter of defunct 
corporations, for National Committeeman and the 
Juneau Wickite Valentine for Delegate to the 
Republican National Convention, it should now 
defeat the Wickite Sutherland for Congress.  With 
that done, the Republican Party of Alaska with J.C. 
McBride, of Juneau, for National Committeeman, 
and John R. Beegle of Ketchikan, George C. 
Hazelett of Cordova, T.A. Marquam of Fairbanks 
and G.J. Lomen of Nome for Territorial 
Committeemen, could and would serve the people 
well.  But with a Wickite in Congress, and Judge 
Wickersham at his elbow, there would be no 
chance to Repts to serve the People with 
satisfaction to anybody. 
 
Many people declare Troy is crazy in his opposition 
to me & I say never a word. 

Diary 32, 1920 
September 5-6 

-5- 
Sunday - Letter from Debbie who expresses great 
surprise that I choose to settle in Juneau - but who 
declares she has a hunch that it is not for long & 
thinks we will be called to Washington by New 
Years - by winning the Contest Case.  I am not so 
sure! 

-6th – 
Prepared a plan of organizing a corporation for 
owning and operating a local line of steamboats - 
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the main line from Prince Rupert to Skagway & 
cross lines from Juneau to Sitka, & from Wrangell 
& Ketchikan to Craig & other points on the west 
side of the islands of S.E. Alaska.  Am sending it to 
Nicholson, of Grand Trunk - that foreign company 
can only have 25% interest - but that’s enough. 

Diary 32, 1920 
September 7 

-7- 
Ford. letter of Plan of organizing a Steamship Co. 
in compliance with the Merchant Marine Act 1920. 
to Capt. C.H. Nicholson, Grand Trunk Pacific S.S. 
Co. Vancouver, B.C. 
Am trying to encourage his Co. to take hold of the 
matter & let me establish the project for them - the 
main line from Prince Rupert to Skagway, etc. 
I am afraid the Grand Trunk. Ry. is in such financial 
troubles that it cannot be done at this time. 
Recd. some printed data from office in Wash. D.C. 
from George - the Water Power Act - in the 
number. 
The Zynda Hotel cannot let me have rooms yet - 
they are crowded with people who cannot get 
south on the boats! 

Diary 32, 1920 
September 8 

-8- 
Have had a busy day in office work. 
Recd. copies Water Power Act and wrote fully etc. 
to Dr. Shurick of Wrangell about organization of 
Water Power, Pulp, Mining Co.  Letter from Debbie 
& box candy for my birthday – Aug 24. 
The Empire filled daily with attacks on me & the 
“Wickites” - Tonight the editorial is long & vicious - 
also a short one attacking John Rustgard, 
candidate for Atty. Genl.  He was in office & 
consulted me with regard to securing an indictment 
against Troy for libel. 
They are desperate and active and malicious - but 
of course I only smile and irritate them as far as 
possible - and smile. 

Diary 32, 1920 
September 9-11 

-9- 
Working in office - busy.  
Rustgard showed me copy of a complaint & 
Indictment which he seeks to put into effect vs. 
Troy, Ed of Empire, who is exasperatingly and 
maliciously a liar - & John is tired of it - he should 
grin! 

-10- 
Nothing new today.  Started an account book - fees 
etc. expenses. 

-11th – 
Telegram from Grant, Wrangell, is coming on SS. 
Jefferson, to begin organization of Water Power 
scheme, pulp etc. 
John Rustgard went before the Grand Jury trying to 
secure indictment of John W. Troy, Editor Empire - 
no success. but filed suit in Dist. Ct. for $25,000 
damages! 
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Diary 32, 1920 
September 11 

11 
[clipping] 

Candidate Asks $25,000  
for Alleged Libel 

by Empire 
 

Action filed in District Court yesterday against 
John W. Troy and the Empire Printing Company 
calls for $25,000 alleged damages.  The plaintiff is 
John Rustgard, Republican candidate for attorney 
general, who claims that a libelous article was 
published in an editorial in the Empire September 
8. He asks judgment on that account. 

Caused by Editorial. 
The suit is the culmination of a series of articles 
hostile to Mr. Rustgard, which have recently 
appeared in the Empire.  The editorial causing the 
suit charged the candidate with having stated at his 
meeting at Petersburg that “his conduct had been 
so exemplary since he became a citizen of 
Gastineau channel that he had become known as 
‘Honest John.’”  The editorial adds: “That reminds 
us of the old advice to watch the man who needs to 
have his virtues labeled.  Sometimes these labels 
are originally bestowed in sarcasm.” 

Claims Charge false. 
Mr. Rustgard claims that the charge against him by 
the Empire is utterly false and without foundation.  
Neither at Petersburg nor at any other place where 
he has spoken in public, he asserts, has he 
referred to himself or his own candidacy, and he 
insists that there is no excuse for charging him with 
having indulged in self-laudation of any kind. 

Diary 32, 1920 
September 12-
14 

-12th – 
Sunday.  A beautiful sun-day, and I took a long 
walk. 

-13th – 
Wm. D. Grant, of Wrangell was in the office all day 
preparing Application for Water Power Site at 
Crittenden Creek, Mill Creek & Virginia lake and 
Bradfield River.  Am also to prepare incorporation 
papers for his Mining, Pulp & Power Co etc. 

-14- 
Working today finished up the Application for 
Grants Power Co. He wants me to take charge of 
the entire legal proceedings and I have agreed to 
do so. It looks like a good thing - but I do not know 
anything about the mines. 

Diary 32, 1920 
September 15 

-15th – 
Began work on writing Articles of Incorporation of 
Wrangell Mining, Pulp & Power Company. Grant 
went back to Wrangell on Steamer “Jefferson.”  Mr. 
J.B. Howard from Eagle, who recently shot Preston 
J. Hilliard, U.S. Com. near Eagle, mistaking him for 
a bear, came into office.  He is on his way to his 
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old home in Kentucky. 
Hearing on Fish trap matters yesterday before  

Col. Scholtz, U.S.A. as representative of the War 
Dept. was rather detrimental to the trap-men.  
Showing that traps were menace to navigation 
strong.  Sent telegram of congratulation to Senator 
Jones, Seattle, who was successful in yesterdays 
primary. 

Diary 32, 1920 
September 16-
17 

-16- 
Evening papers give Debbies name in the list of 
passengers leaving Seattle today on SS. Alaska for 
Juneau.  McKinnon, of the Zynda Hotel came at 
once to tell me I could have rooms with him.  I am 
glad she is coming now that I have a good place 
for her to stay. 

-17- 
Empire contains a strong editorial based on 
statements made by Faulkner, criticizing Rustgard 
on new matters.  Bob Heckman of Ketchikan is 
here in constant association with the Democrats & I 
wonder Why?  Paid my bill at Gastineau Hotel & 
moved up to the Zynda. - to better rooms.  Dinner 
with Mrs. Sutherland, Cobbs, Hubbard. 

Diary 32, 1920 
September 18-
19 

-18th – 
Am busy writing Articles of Incorporation & By-
Laws for the Wrangell Mining, Pulp & Power Co - 
Grant company. 

-19- 
Willard Herron, Ed. “Capital” came into office last 
night & asked me to explain the transpiration tangle 
and I did so & this mornings “Capital” has a good 
strong editorial in favor of Rustgard - in re. same 
matter. 

Debbie got here today on the “Alaska,” - also  
Valentines sister.  Lot of Fairbanks people on 
board going in.  It seems Darrell was in New York 
on Thursday when a great dynamite explosion took 
place in Wall St - at No 26. Darrell was at #45, & I 
am tonight telegraphing to see if he is safe. 

Diary 32, 1920 
September 20-
22 

-20th – 
Am writing up Minute Book of the Wrangell Min. & 
Pulp & Power Co. 
Debbie & I am getting settled in the Zynda Hotel 
nicely. 
Recd. telegram from Darrell saying O.K. - we were 
nervous about great explosion in Wall St - he was 
very near by. 
Recd. 6 mail bags of Misc. docs. from my Wash. 
office today. 

-21st - 
Working in office - nothing unusual. 

-22nd – 
Earl Nand, clerk in McBrides store, showed me 
letter from Thomas Donohoe, Dem. Nat. Com. to 
the Dem. Div. Com. here instructing them to collect 
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$25000 from office holders - & forward to the Dem. 
Nat. Tr. - in violation of law. 
Sent Art. Incorp. etc. to Grant, Ketchikan, of 
Wrangell Min. Pulp & Power Co. 

Diary 32, 1920 
September 23-
25 

-23d- 
Dinner tonight at Judge Marshalls - Mrs. 
Sutherland, Cobbs, Pullens, Mifs Mason, - a fine 
dinner & a pleasant evening.  The Marshalls are 
superior people, intellectually & otherwise. 

-24- 
Telegrams to newspaper says the N.E. Fish Co. 
will not build cold storage plant in Juneau act. 
Jones Bill! 

-25- 
New England Fish Co. publicly refuses to further 
consider establishing Cold Storage Plant in Juneau 
because of the provisions of the Jones Merchant 
Marine Act - Alaska clauses. 
Willard Herron in to consult with me about that 
matter & politics. 
His paper is Just about blank on politics & friends 
are resenting it. 

Diary 32, 1920 
September 26 

-26th – 
Recd. in mail today 3 copies of the Rules & 
Regulations adopted by the Federal Water Power 
Commission for apply the Fed. Water Power Act, 
June 10, 1920.  Am sending one copy to Grant, et 
al. Wrangell for their examination. 
Letter from Senator Jones saying: 
 

Seattle Sept. 20, 1920. 
My dear Wickersham:  Your kind telegram at hand.  
I appreciate it more than I can say.  Command me 
when I can be of any service to you or Alaska.  
With best wishes I am, Sincerely yours, 

W. L. Jones. 
 

Also letter from Elliott, Wash. D.C. saying “Senator 
Billy” Mason, M.C. nominated in Illinois primary by 
a big majority, and Chindbloom defeated by a 
Senator Johnson (Cal) man. 

Diary 32, 1920 
September 27-
28 

-27- 
The Empire tonight in a long heavy editorial calls 
me Svengali & Sutherland and Rustgard the two 
Trilby’s, and roasts me for whispering around that 
Riggs & Grigsby are responsible for the clauses in 
the Merchant Marine Act 1920, which have 
Prevented the New England Fish Co from 
establishing the new cold Storage plant here.  It is 
a lobby effort and not convincing. We cannot get 
the Capital to say a word. 

-28th – 
Wrote another long letter to Capt. C. 11. Nicholson, 
Grand Trunk: SS. Co. in re organization S.E. 
Alaska SS. Co. with 25% Canadian capital & 75 
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U.S. to do carrying trade from Prince Rupert & 
Skagway, & way ports - under laws of Alaska. 

Diary 32, 1920 
September 29-
30 

-29th – 
Dan Sutherland arrived home this afternoon on 
“Alaska” from Cordova. 

-30- 
Telegram from Ray, Fairbanks, saying expenses 
shipping my books is $30100.  Gave check to First 
Nat. Bank for that sum & had it telegraphed to the 
First Nat. Bk. Fairbanks & am sending that bank 
instructions to prepay the freight charges in 
Fairbanks. 

Sutherland is in constant consultation today with  
McBride & the Republican organization - things 
going good for him. -he will be elected - I think by a 
2 to one majority! 
Information from people on “Alaska” from the 
westward indicates that Rustgard is making fine 
campaign and sure of election also! 

Diary 32, 1920 
October 1 

-Octo. 1.- 
Paid all my bills to date. 

Sutherland at work industriously - Faulkner sent 
telegrams to Nome denouncing Rustgard as a 
Socialist and an ingrate and calling on all 
Republicans to defeat him at all hazards. 

Griffith sent telegram to Rustgard & Lindeberg 
one to McBride to know what it meant.  McBride 
and Sutherland joined in telegram saying it was a 
personal matter - that Rustgard is good Republican 
and has united support of all Republicans in this 
Division etc. and asking all Nome Republicans to 
support him. 

It is a boomerang for Faulkner and will prove of  
real good to Rustgard for it tends to unite his 
friends & set them at work. 

Diary 32, 1920 
October 2 

2nd  
Sutherland and the Republicans are organizing for 
the fray. The Capital has taken on some life - I 
have discovered that Willard Herron, in charge of 
the Capital is also under the control of my 
opponents & will not defend me in the political 
contentions craftily put forth every day by the 
Empire.  He is in on the plan to “eliminate 
Wickersham” all right.  I am willing, for I am not a 
candidate But, their whole fight is to keep Dan 
Sutherland from approving my candidacy for 
Governor, & the plan is to cry “Wickite” at him till 
they so raise his pride and prejudice that he wont 
be friendly to me.  It may succeed if Dan is foolish 
enough, but if so it will result in his enemies getting 
“within his gates” & final defeat & them. 

Diary 32, 1920 
October 3-4 

-3d- 
Sunday - took good rest today.  
SS “Northwestern” in going westward. 
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-4- 
Wrote letter to Senator Jones, at Seattle asking for 
telegrams saying that Riggs, Grigsby, Leehey & 
Semmes in Mch. before Senate Com. on 
Commerce urged passage Act Congress to close 
port of Prince Rupert to Alaskan trade, etc.  The 
Empire declares editorially that Riggs & Grigsby 
tried in vain to have Jones strike Sec. 27 out of the 
Merchant Marine Act 1920, & I want Jones to say it 
is true.  I sent him copy of their attacks - & hope to 
get him to stand up. 
Dan and other candidates went to Skagway today. 

Diary 32, 1920 
October 5-7 

-5- 
Busy finishing prospectus, in the form of a letter to 
J. E. Dalrymple, Genl Manager Grand Trunk Ry. 
Co. in favor of organizing an Anglo - Alaska 
Steamship Corporation - by the Grand Trunk the 
White Pass & citizens of Alaska, to carry traffic 
between Prince Rupert and Skagway, - & way 
ports! 

-6th – 
Am busy today writing up the Book of Minutes of 
the Wrangell Mining Pulp & Power Co. which I am 
aiding Wrangell people to organize. 

-7th – 
Wrote up Minute Book for the Wrangell Pulp & 
Power Co. today & also have prospectus Anglo-
Alaskan SS. Co. done.  Yukon River frozen & will 
not get my library this winter.  Ray played me badly 
- waited a month after my instruction to ship before 
he did so. 

Diary 32, 1920 
October 8-10 

-8th – 
Sent Minute Book of Wrangell Mining Pulp & 
Power Co. to Shurick, at Wrangell with opinion on 
selling stock below par, - also wrote letter offering 
to take 1/5 interest in their 1/4 of all the Capital 
Stock and to devote my time and Energy in 
assisting them to put the Co. over. 

-9th – 
Working in office today – generally.  The Rep. 
Camp. Com. has called a meeting for Tuesday 
12th to hear Sutherland who spoke at Sitka last 
night. 

-10- 
Got off full letter - in the nature of a Prospectus of 
Promotion - to J.E. Dalrymple, V.P. Grand Trunk, 
Montreal, Canada in re Anglo-Alaskan SS. Co. for 
aiding the G.T. Ry. in doing a transportation 
business in Alaska. 

Diary 32, 1920 
October 11 

-11th – 
Hell’s to pay & no pitch hot! 
Sutherland made an agreement with McBride that 
in return for his election he would pledge himself 
not to intermeddle in any way with the power of 
McBride, Hazelet, et. al. over Federal appointment 
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in Alaska!  Neither Valentine nor I - nor any of our 
friends had notice of such a proposal until Earl 
Heaton saw a letter this afternoon signed by 
McBride stating the fact and the terms of the 
agreement. 

After dinner tonight I told Valentine who was  
paying the bills out of his private purse for the 
printing, etc. & he exploded.  He is frantic - I got 
Willard Herron to bring Val. a copy of the letter – 

Diary 32, 1920 
October 11 

11 
paced the floor like a caged lion. - and roared!  Dan 
has done the most disastrous & fool thing and 
utterly betrayed all his old friends for a bunch of 
enemies - & a small bunch at that.  The pitiful part 
of the mistake is that it was entirely unnecessary - 
for Dan could have been elected without it with the 
greatest ease, & will be anyway - but it leaves him 
powerless and an object of contempt even to his 
enemies.  He will be no more in the real political 
situation in the Territory than a white chip in a 
poker game - He has sacrificed himself - his friends 
and his standing - I am horribly chagrined at his 
conduct. 

Diary 32, 1920 
October 11 

11 
[letter] 

Juneau, Alaska,  
October 9, 1920. 

 
To the Voters: 

Senator Harding’s election as Republican 
President is now generally conceded, and he has 
stated that he is really, sincerely, and earnestly 
desirous of helping the people of Alaska out of the 
maze of governmental red tape that has so 
seriously interfered with the development of 
Alaska. 

As Republican National Committeeman for 
Alaska, I earnestly ask that every Voter in Alaska 
support Dan Sutherland, Republican nominee for 
Delegate to Congress, who will work in perfect 
harmony with the Republican Administration at 
Washington, D.C. in accordance with the platform 
which he has adopted, in all legislative matters for 
the benefit of the Territory, and who will not 
concern himself in any manner whatsoever with the 
personnel of federal appointments in Alaska. 

To further be in perfect harmony with the 
Republican Administration we ask that you support 
the entire Republican ticket, both Territorial and 
Divisional, and the election of our Republican 
candidates to office on November 2nd will aid the 
entire Republican Administration to legislate for 
Alaska’s needs and wants, and secure for us such 
legislation as-is necessary for the opening of our 
resources. 
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Respectfully. 
[Signed McBride] 
Republican National Committeeman 

for Alaska. 
Diary 32, 1920 
October 12 

-12th – 
Mothers 83rd Birthday! 
Telegram from Jennie this morning saying Alice 
had died yesterday.  That will make mother very 
sad because Alice is her favorite niece.  She is 14, 
and 2nd year in High School. She was a fine sweet 
girl.   
Trouble today between Valentine & Dan - Val. 
withdrew all support from Dan, and criticized him 
severely for betraying his friends.  There does not 
seem to be any excuse for it except that Troy has 
“buffaloed” him - aroused his petty jealousy by 
calling him a “Wickite” thereby forcing him to betray 
them to escape the name!  Dan has promised to 
denounce the story at his speech at Coliseum - He 
wont though. 

Diary 32, 1920 
October 13 

-13th – 
Dan Sutherland went the limit in his speech last 
night and turned the Territory over to the McBride - 
Hazelet crowd of the representatives of the Big 
Interests.  He declared very positively that he 
favored the “organization“ - meaning McBride, 
whom he specially named as his “life long friend,” 
and Boyle, of Ketchikan, Hazelet, of Cordova, 
Marquam of Fairbanks & Lomen of Nome. - the 
four latter having been appointed by McBride 
without any action by the Republicans of Alaska.   
Dan announced in a loud voice his intention of 
accepting the guidance of these men in all political 
appointments in Alaska, - which will give the 
Government over to the Gugg. & Trans. Co.  
wholly! Selah! 

Diary 32, 1920 
October 13-15 

13th continued. 
Wrote letter to W.P. Mills, of Sitka today about 
establishing pulp making plant there. 

-14- 
Nothing new in politics except that Valentine 
continues to fight Fan for his agreement with 
McBride.  Rustgard is back in town & so is Grigsby.  
Had Mrs. Sutherland to dinner with us tonight. 

-15- 
Recd. telegram from Sutherland this morning from 
Petersburg saying that Cash Cole told him some 
one told me that he approved the McBride letter & 
He denounced it as untrue! 
Ans. saying “Ghost stories are sometimes told to 
interest children. Dont let them worry you. Things 
are getting normal here and they cannot beat you.” 
Valentine is yet very ugly & not supporting the 
ticket. 
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Diary 32, 1920 
October 16-19 

-16th – 
[clipping] 

Archdeacon Stuck Buried  
In Yukon Indian Cemetery 

 
DAWSON, Y.T. Oct. 16.- Archdeacon Hudson 
Stuck, Episcopalian missionary in the North, who 
died at Fort Yukon early this week of double 
pneumonia, was buried in the Indian cemetery 
there in accordance with his request made just 
before his death.  Services were conducted by Dr. 
Graton Burke and members of the native council 
acted as pall bearers. 

-17- 
Sunday - we are having beautiful weather - clear & 
cold nothing else. 

-18th – 
Sent telegram to Dexter Horton Nat Bank asking 
amount of my balance:  
Answer: $1791.91. 

-19- 
Drew on Dexter Horton Nat. Bk. for $1000 - dep. in 
First Nat. Juneau. 
I think the election of Sutherland certain though he 
will lose some votes act. deserting Valentine & his 
faction! 

Diary 32, 1920 
October 20-23 

-20- 
Assisting LeFevre yesterday & today in getting 
order in some cases, & in determining the course 
to pursue in same.  Orson, one of the clients, gave 
me a fine hind quarter of venison! 

-21- 
Drawing an answer in case of Salmia Degree v Ole 
Orson, No 1992 A. for Le Fevre. 

-22nd – 
Same as yesterday.  Politics quiet. 
Republican success certain. 

-23rd – 
Recd. from Dr. Shurick, Wrangell the Book of 
Minutes etc. W.M. & P & P. Co. for transcription & 
correction.  
Election going along slowly but no doubt in my 
mind that Sutherland will be elected.  Grigsby 
holding meeting here tonight - a vain effort! 

Diary 32, 1920 
October 24-25 

-24- 
Grigsby had a big crowd at his meeting last night - 
it was a fine night and he advertised that there 
would be a free picture show! so he had a crowd.  
He made a good speech for him also.  Sunday & 
gathered a big bunch of fall leaves. 

-25- 
Sutherland & Rustgard are around boosting 
politics.  Many call to talk with me, but I keep in my 
office and do no more than requested - for McBride 
& Sutherland managers think that is best.   
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I am not asked to appear in public, whatever! 
 
[clipping] 

LARGE WAGER MADE ON  
TERRITORIAL ELECTION 

A wager was made today between J.R. Heckman 
of Ketchikan and James McCloskey of this city on 
the result of the coming Territorial election.  Mr. 
Closkey bet $1500 to $1000 that Jerry Murhy 
would defeat John Rustgard for Attorney General 
and $1000 to $1000 that George B. Grigsby would 
defeat Dan A. Sutherland for the office of Delegate 
to Congress. 
 
This bet will help both sides! 

Diary 32, 1920 
October 26-28 

-26th – 
Meeting tonight at Labor Hall - Dan & Rustgard 
talk!  At work today correcting some mistakes of 
the Board of Directors in the Wrangell Mining, Pulp 
& Power Co. - in re stock issues. 

-27th – 
Debbie and I were married in the little Campbellite 
Church at Rochester, Illinois, by Rev. A. J. Kane of 
Springfield 40 years ago today. 
Have given her surprise for dinner - big cake with 4 
big candles & 36 small ones, for dinner. 

-28- 
Politics going good - Dan is sure & I think Rustgard 
also.  
Friends gave Debbie fine strand of ivory beads - 
she is happy. 

Diary 32, 1920 
October 29- 
November 1 

-29th – 
Same as usual – working in office. 

-30- 
Writing letters, studying pulpwood literature and the 
laws thereof. 

-31st – 
The SS City of Seattle in going south. My old 
schoolmate Charley Joynt is on enroute to Seattle.  
He has been in Skagway for the season working 
for the White Pass Co. he is accompanied by his 
young wife - who more nearly resembles his 
daughter - but seems quite happy & content. 

-Nov 1.- 
Everything ready for the election on tomorrow - the 
U.S. Cable broke today & we will not get news in 
detail though - some by the wireless - Looks 
Republican! 

Diary 32, 1920 
November 2 

-Nov. 2, 1920.- 
Election Day - Sutherlands friends are working fine.  
Rustgard is not so well supported - the old time 
bunch of “Empire Republicans,” are opposing both, 
but Rustgard vigorously.  Bert Faulkner, 
Robertson, Phil Bradley, Post, McLean, & Jackson, 
Republicans (?) sending out telegrams against 
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Rustgard, but I think doing him little harm. 
Evening- A landslide Republican.  Sutherland 
carries Juneau & all the nearby precincts by 300 
majority & Rustgard by a smaller majority - but it is 
a victory.  Telegraphic dispatches indicate a 
Republican victory in the Nation.  Local friends of 
Sutherland and Rustgard very happy.  “Big Jim” 
McCloskey, gambler, etc. lost all his money on 
Democrats. 

Diary 32, 1920 
November 3 

-Nov 3d.- 
Telegraphic dispatches from Seward, Cordova, 
Fairbanks, Nome, etc. show the election of 
Sutherland & Rustgard by more than 1000 majority 
- though we lost Ketchikan and Hyder.   
Heckman was here for a week betting on 
Sutherland & Rustgard & declared Ketchikan would 
give them a big majority - I carried it 2 years ago by 
more than 150, but it went against Sutherland & 
Rustgard by a small vote yesterday. 

Telegraphic reports indicate the Election of 
Harding & Coolidge, and the defeat of Senators 
Philan, of Cal. & Chamberlain of Oregon, both 
Dem. for which I thank the Lord or whoever did it.   
Sutherland majority over Grigsby may amount to 
1500. Good!  Legislature seems solidly 
Republican. 

Diary 32, 1920 
November 4 

-4th – 
Working on paper on Alaska Pulp Making f or John 
Frame’s “Pathfinder” - intend to make it the basis of 
a Prospectus for Wrangell & Sitka pulp companies. 

Marshall wants me to come over to the Goldstein 
Bldg. & go into Partnership with him - but I am not 
in a hurry I may have to go to Wash. if the Election 
Com. shall finally decide my case in my favor. - Am 
hurrying Sutherland off so that he can assist me 
there.  Many of my friends are urging me to he a 
candidate for Gov - but I shall not - at least (1) not 
before my case is decided in my favor, and (2) until 
Sutherland himself requests it - which I am not 
satisfied he will not do.  
I am satisfied he has made an agreement with our 
enemies to abandon all patronage. 

Diary 32, 1920 
November 5-6 

-5- 
Most positive assurance today from Cash Cole, 
member elect of the Legislature that Sutherland 
has agreed to abandon all patronage to Jack 
“McBride & the Hazelet–Guggenheim-Troy-Falkner 
combination! 

-6- 
As usual. Paper on Pulp for Pathfinder on Pulp 
Making in Alaska finished.  Rep. meeting in Club 
rooms last night nearly broke up in a row.  I warned 
Sutherland not to go but he went & Valentine,  
Frame & others pumped him strong & criticized him 
severely for saying that if we could not get the best 

J:\hist_docs\wickersham\ASL-MS0107-5-32.doc 



Alaska State Library - Historical Collections, PO Box 110571, Juneau AK 99811-0571 
Diary of James Wickersham. Nov. 10, 1919 to Dec. 1, 1920. 
MS 107 BOX 5 DIARY 32  
 

material for public offices in Alaska we must get it 
from the outside!  They called it heresy to Alaska! 

Diary 32, 1920 
November 7 

-7th – 
Dan was in the office to see me today (Sunday).  
He intimates that the McBride faction is putting up 
a ticket he cannot support, etc.  He went into 
Valentines rooms & came back in a while to say 
“Well, I’ve had a row with Val.”  He said Val was 
drunk - as “he usually is - and was angry & critical - 
& he came out.  He told me Valentine wanted him 
to endorse him (Val), for Governor, but that he 
would not do it, and referred to Val’s constant 
intoxication as a bar to his appointment.  Told me 
also he was going on to Wash. soon & would assist 
in securing verdict in my contest case as quick as 
possible.   
John Frame & Jerry Murphy - are invited to take 
dinner with Mr. & Mrs. Sutherland tonight. 

Diary 32, 1920 
November 8 

-8th – 
As usual.  The West Pub. Co- offered to present 
me with their Publications to the amount of $566.00 
in appreciation of my services in the preparation of 
the Mss. in the Alaska Reports - Vols 1 - 5 - Cheap 
enough.   
Sutherland came to see me today & talked long 
about political matters of interest to him.  I do not 
mention patronage - but he does incidentally.  He 
is at sea! and seems to have lost his nerve 
completely.  He does, however, agree to go back 
to Wash. & do what he can in a friendly way to get 
my contest case settled soon.  He is no longer the 
courageous fellow I knew 6 years ago - something 
has taken the strength out of his politics!! 

Diary 32, 1920 
November 9 

-9th – 
Jack White & Bill Brown were in to see me tonight 
and tell me they have staked two oil claims last 
July in Auk Cove - Youngs Bay on Admiralty 
Island, & want me to help them and offer me 50-50. 

The papers tonight say the Republican Club at 
Cordova unanimously endorse Geo. C. Hazelet for 
Governor, Bob. Kennedy & a lot of Juneau 
Republicans are excited & think they are being left 
at the post! 
 
[clipping] 

CORDOVA BOOMS 
GEORGE HAZELET 

FOR GOVERNORSHIP 
(Special to The Capital) 

 CORDOVA, Nov. 9.-At an enthusiastic meeting 
of the Cordova Republican club, held last night, it 
unanimously endorsed George Hazelet for 
governor of Alaska and asks the co-operation of 
the delegate-elect to congress, national 
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committeemen and members of the territorial 
organization and Republican clubs to secure his 
appointment. 

Diary 32, 1920 
November 10 

-10th – 
Much talk today about Hazelets endorsement at 
Cordova, and the Juneau Rep. Club is getting 
busy.  They are meeting and discussing candidates 
& tonight Jules Caro, & others suggested they 
would endorse me for Gov. or Judge in this Div.  I 
did not consent - for I think it is too soon - even if I 
desire them to act - but they made it plain that they 
would act if I desired it. 
Sutherland spent the evening in my office & he 
impresses me that he has made a bad promise to 
our enemies & cannot get away from it - though he 
evidently intends to “cut under” and betray the 
fellows to whom he has made the mistaken 
promise.  Am sorry for him. 

Diary 32, 1920 
November 11-13 

-11th – 
Nothing new today - except that Cobb told Dr. 
Dawes, Ch. of the Ex. Com. of the Juneau Rep 
Club, that I did not want them to endorse me yet!  
Also my friend Valentine is candidate for Gov. & 
working hard to get on solid footing with the 
“organization” - but is “cussing” Dan at every 
breath. 

-12- 
Same as usual. 

-13- 
Have written an article on “Juneau” for John 
Frances Pathfinder.   
Spent the evening at Sutherlands - Mr. & Mrs. 
Cobb, Debbie & I - just piffle. 
Dan told me today that he would not make any 
charge or objection to Hazelet, also that the 
Seward Rep. Club endorsed Hazelet. 

Diary 32, 1920 
November 14-15 

-14th – 
Sunday. tired & staid in.  
Dinner with Cobbs, & friends.  
Nothing new. 

-15- 
Dan Sutherland left for Ketchikan today - will go 
from there to Wash.  Wont talk & goes away with 
his mouth closed.  Probably good judgment 
because candidates for office are bothering him.  

“Col” Beard, the new Editor of the Capital came 
in on the Spokane today.  Willard Herron brought 
him in and I had a good talk - cant judge either his 
capacity or his purposes here yet. 

Hazelet Boom is growing - the Big Interest  
fellows are coming to the band Wagon! 

Diary 32, 1920 
November 15 

15 
They fear he cannot hold the Rep. here to McBride 
is being groomed by the Capital as follows: 
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[clipping] 
THE ALASKA DAILY CAPITAL  

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 15, 1920. 
PICKING NEW  

GOVERNOR NOW  
THE PROBLEM 

Fine Stand of Timber From  
Which to Select Next  

Chief Executive 
 

With announcement by Governor Riggs of his 
contemplated retirement from office upon the 
incoming of the new national administration 
speculation is centering around who will be his 
successor.  As yet no one seems to know into 
whose palm the plum will fall, as no slate has been 
prepared up to the present time. 

It is known that an Alaskan would be preferred, 
and already friends of men whose records both 
politically and in a business fit them for the position 
of Chief executive of the territory, are grooming 
them for the race. 

In the list of local timber the following names 
stand-out luminously, although, aside from one, no 
boom has yet been launched: 

McBride Looms Strong. 
J. C. McBride, Republican national committeeman, 
is looked upon by 

Diary 32, 1920 
November 15 

15 
[clipping continued] 
many as having a strong claim upon the position 
through the wonderful victory he brought his party 
in the recent election.  Then there is George 
Hazelet, whom the Cordova and Anchorage 
Republican clubs have endorsed, and who runs 
neck and neck with Mr. McBride in point of 
popularity and political claims.  

Grouped in the field, but as yet expressing no 
sentiment as regards the question, are J. R. 
Heckman of Ketchikan, Judge Wickersham, Phil 
Bradley and Emory Valentine of Juneau, Jaffet 
Lindeberg, the Nome mining magnate, John R. 
Beagle, the big cannery man, John Reck and 
Colonel Richardson of Juneau. 

These are names that are being conjured with in 
the lobbies of the hotels, and if there is any boom 
being launched for either it is obscured in secrecy, 
for everyone is noncommittal. 

How Dopsters Figure. 
The “dopsters” are concentrating their energy on 

McBride and Hezelet and the next few weeks may 
be productive of a clarifying of the atmosphere by 
an open race. 

Mr. McBride’s friends point with assurance to his 
record as national committeeman and in same 
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breath recall his platform and the consistency with 
which the party adhered to it throughout the 
campaign, and the resultant victory.  They also 
advance that Mr. McBride knows Alaska and its 
needs, is familiar with the problems necessary to 
its development, and that he has a broad-gauge 
view of the policies looking to that end. 

Mr. Hazelet’s friends support their claim with the 
argument that he has tremendous influence in on 
of the largest constituencies in the territory and 
was a tower of strength to his party, as well as 
possessing the qualifications fitting him for the 
important office of governor. 

Naturally, the old cry of big business will intrude  
itself in connection with Alaskan development, but 
as yet 

Diary 32, 1920 
November 15 

15 
[clipping continued] 
no one man has been in a position to advance any 
tangible argument as to why big business should 
ask anything more than the individual.  In this 
respect both Mr. McBride and Mr. Mezelet’s views 
are well known. 
 

McBride’s Views. 
Mr. McBride very tersely summarized his views 

thus: 
“There is no occasion for antagonisms between 

big business and little business.  In both cases the 
party may be looked to to give a square deal.  
Alaska needs big capital for development, but it is 
not necessary that it receive any favors-only laws 
that will allow of development unhampered by 
obstacles having no merit.  We want big capital to 
com in under the assurance it will receive fair 
treatment.  These conditions must be met as they 
arise and every encouragement will be given both 
to the individual and big business to utilize their 
energies to the fullest.” 

The consensus of opinion is that search should 
be made outside Alaska for a governor; that there 
is sufficient material in the group mentioned from 
which to select a man who would fill the position 
with credit to himself and the benefit of the territory. 
 
[clipping] 

DELEGATE-ELECT  
DAN SUTHERLAND  
TO WASHINGTON 

Leaves Tonight to Review 
and Get Acquainted 

With Congress. 
 Delegate-elect Dan Sutherland will leave Juneau 
tonight for Washington, D.C., to get into touch with 
the 
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Sutherland leaves town tonight to escape from the 
astonished rage of his friends. 

Diary 32, 1920 
November 15-16 

15 
[clipping continued] 
situation there before congress opens for the 
winter session in December.  Mr. Sutherland 
announced before his departure that he had 
nothing to give out at present as to his course, that 
it would be shaped pretty much after he had been 
in Washington and become acquainted with the full 
situation. 
 Asked if he had any preference for the 
Appointment of governor, he stated that this time 
Would be taken up with his duties as delegate, And 
that he was leaving all such matters to others. 
 It is known that among the new business Mr. 
Sutherland will take up will be the question of 
fisheries and the bonus on gold, and will review the 
unfinished business and give attention to those 
measures for which Alaska has been pressing. 

-16th – 
W. D. Grant & Dr. S. C. Shurick of Wrangell in the 
office all day going over plans etc. for organization 
Pulp &Paper Co.  We finally agreed that the 
inclusion of the Mining part of the Co. is a mistake 
& agreed on (2) two corporations, the Wrangell 
Mining, Pulp & Power Co. to be announced & to be 
the Mining Co. & a new Pulp & Paper Co. to be 
organized. They are anxious to get to work. 

 -17- 
Grant Shurick & I have agreed on terms of my 
employment - I am to be given an equal share of 
the mining stock in the Mining Co. & to stand equal 
with theirs in the Pulp & Paper Co.  Am to take my 
compensation for organizing corporations in stock 

J:\hist_docs\wickersham\ASL-MS0107-5-32.doc 



Alaska State Library - Historical Collections, PO Box 110571, Juneau AK 99811-0571 
Diary of James Wickersham. Nov. 10, 1919 to Dec. 1, 1920. 
MS 107 BOX 5 DIARY 32  
 

& to act as General Counsel for both. 
Rustgard, Valentine, Cobb & I will go to work at 
once on charges and Statement to Public to 
prevent the Guggs. from putting Hazelet and their 
men in Territorial Offices! 

-18- 
Am working in the office. 

-19- 
Same, working on statement of George C. 
Hazelets record for Governor of Alaska! 

Diary 32, 1920 
November 20 

-20th – 
Prominent members of the Juneau Republican 
Club are stirring in the matter of endorsing me for 
Governor.  Several of them in today & say that next 
week there will be a meeting of the Ex. Com & 
other officers & that if they endorse me the Club 
will be asked to approve their action by a vote of 
the members. Cash Cole & Jack Wilson are also 
working industriously on the outside & Cole wants 
to begin an outside campaign - at Ketchikan, 
Wrangell, Skagway, Haines, Sitka etc. 
Valentine does not come out squarely for the office 
as a candidate - and there may be trouble with him, 
but I am informed by Caro, of the Club, that 
Valentine will not make any active effort to get an 
endorsement. 

Diary 32, 1920 
November 21-25 

-21st – 
Sunday – nothing new. 

-22nd – 
Wrote long letter to my old friend Dr. S. Hall Young 
of New York, formerly Presbyterian Missionary in 
Alaska, suggesting that he get to work on Alaska 
matters with Sutherland & Harding to prevent 
Hazelets appointment as Gov.  Cash Cole & Jack 
Wilson & Jim Russell & others in urging me to 
come out as a candidate for Gov. 

-23d- 
Working on Record of George C. Hazelet the other 
members of the Rep Com. for President Hardings 
perusal. 

-24- 
Same as yesterday. 

-25- 
Thanksgiving Day dinner with Cobbs; Mrs. 
Sutherland & son and C.C. Robe, also.  Have 
finished letter to Pres. about Hazelet. 

Diary 32, 1920 
November 26-28 

-26th – 
Letter to President done.  John Rustgard will copy 
& suggest amendments.  Have concluded to sent it 
to the President via Senator Frank Willis, of Ohio, 
whom I knew very intimately. 

-27- 
Nothing – working on letter. 

-28- 
Wrote letter to Sherman Duggan, Anchorage, 
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stating my position against Hazlet - or any person 
whom he shall endorse for office in the 3rd 
Division.  Got letters off on “Alameda” this p.m.   
Valentine has telegram from Boston saying money 
is raised for Cold Storage plant provided Juneau 
shall take $50,000 stock etc.  Valentine has called 
public meeting for evening of 30th & asks me to 
prepare the stock subscription papers & have them 
ready. 

Diary 32, 1920 
November 28-30 

-28th continued. 
Recd. telegrams from Nerland & Kettleson saying 
Henry T. Ray gone mentally etc.  Ans. saying 
would give $20. monthly to assist Lodge in caring 
for him. 
Ans. saying draw on me for $20. month to assist 
Lodge in caring for him.  Ans. saying draw on me 
for $20. month to assist Lodge in caring for him. 

-29- 
Local papers making big story about Valentine 
Cold Storage plant - Valentine has additional 
telegrams from parties in Mass. & N.J. saying the 
plan is agreed on subject only to action citizens of 
Juneau.  Cobb went to Ketchikan today - says he 
will do some missionary work about Gov. while true 
& assures me that Dan declared he intended to 
support me before he left here. 

-30th – 
Working today on Subscription List etc. for Cold 
Storage plant for Juneau & getting same ready for 
public 

Diary 32, 1920 
November 30- 
December 1 

30 
tonight at Elks Hall.  Am asked to speak in favor of 
same. 
Later = Big mass meeting tonight at Elks Hall.  
Valentine presented the matter, Shattuck, Lincke & 
I spoke, good meeting & quite a success. 

Dec. 1. 
Recd telegram from Ketchikan Chronicle: 
“Cash Cole of Juneau here circulating petition 
urging your appointment as governor of Alaska.  
May we announce that you are candidate for 
Governor.  If so would like to do it today and would 
appreciate a prompt reply.” 
Answered as follows: 
“Cash Cole is a gentleman of excellent judgment. If 
appointed governor of Alaska I should accept, of 
course, but am rather slow to enter race until 
assured of a general support in the territory. What 
will the chronicle do in that way? (Over) 

Diary 32, 1920 
December 1 

Dec. 1 continued. 
Recd telegram from Ketchikan Chronicle: 
“Cash Cole of Juneau here circulating petition 
urging your appointment as governor of Alaska.  
May we announce that you are candidate for 
Governor.  If so would like to do it today and would 
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appreciate a prompt reply.” 
Answered as follows: 
“Cash Cole is a gentleman of excellent judgment. If 
appointed governor of Alaska I should accept, of 
course, but am rather slow to enter race until 
assured of a general support in the territory. What 
will the chronicle do in that way? (Over) 
 
Recd. 2nd telegram from Ketchikan Chronicle: 
“Replying to your telegram even date we wish to 
advise that when the candidacy of George Hazelet 
for Governor Alaska was announced the Chronicle 
endorsed his candidacy expressly in the belief that 
he was the most acceptable available man for 
place which opinion we still hold.   
However should you become candidate 
appreciating your ability and knowledge of this 
territory we would not be inclined to oppose you in 
any way.” 

Ketchikan Alaska Chronicle. 
My answer to this was as follows: 

“Juneau, December 1, 1920. 
Ketchikan chronicle. Ketchikan, Alaska 
Almost thou persuadest me to be a candidate. 

James Wickersham.” 
Both Juneau papers got notice from Ketchikan 
about Coles activities, & the Empire & Capital 
today printed the following:  

Diary 32, 1920 
December 1 

1 
clipping from Juneau Empire Dec. 1, 1920. 
[clipping] 

WICKERSHAM IN G 
OVERNORSHIP 

OF ALASKA RACE 
Cash Cole in Ketchikan Cir- 

culating Petitions in  
Judge’s Behalf. 

EX-DELEGATE          WILLING 
Wickersham Admits He Will  

Accept Riggs’ Job If  
It is offered Him.  

 KETCHIKAN, Alaska., Dec. 1.- Cash Cole, 
Republican Representative-elect from Juneau, is 
here circulating petitions for Judge Wickersham for 
the governorship of Alaska.  A considerable 
number of people have signed these. 
 

When seen by a representative of the Empire at 
his office this afternoon, Judge Wickersham, 
referring to the above dispatch said: “I always have 
considered, and still do, that Cash Cole is a young 
man of most excellent judgment.”  Asked to make a 
statement regarding these positions, Mr. 
Wickersham said he would take the governorship if 
it were offered to him and he did not know of a man 
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in Alaska who would not accept it.  He stated, 
however, that it would entail personnel financial 
loss to him to do so as he could make more money 
practicing laws in Juneau which is what he is 
planning to do right now. 

Regarding his own candidacy, Mr. Wickersham 
had nothing further to say but declared in emphatic 
terms his opposition to the candidacy of George C. 
Hazelet, of Cordova, who up to the present time 
has been the only avowed candidate for the office 
of Governor. 
A representative of The Empire called on J.C. 
McBride, Republican National Committeeman, this 
afternoon and showed him the dispatch from 
Ketchikan, asking him if he had any information.  
He replied that it was news to him.  saying:  “As I 
have stated heretofore, I have not made any 
recommendations for any office.” 

Diary 32, 1920 
December 1 

1 
Clipping from Juneau Capital Nov. 1 [Dec. 1?], 
1920 
[clipping] 

WOULD TAKE IT 
IF TENDERED 

Mr. Wickersham’s Friends  
Start Boom in His Be- 

half for Governor. 
 

“Many people in various parts of the territory 
have written, telegraphed and talked to me about 
becoming a candidate for governor.  Before I 
should become a candidate I would like to know 
what the people of the territory think, in larger 
numbers,” stated Judge Wickersham to the Capital 
today when told that reports had been received 
from Ketchikan that petition was being circulated at 
that place by Cash Cole urging him to become a 
candidate. 

When asked regarding the statement that a 
petition was being circulated at Ketchikan by Mr. 
Cole, Judge Wickersham said, “I believe that Mr. 
Cole is a man of excellent judgment.”  And in reply 
to a query as to whether he would accept the office 
of governor Judge Wickersham replied, with a 
smile, “I would if it was tendered to me.” 

J. C. McBride, Republican national 
committeeman, when asked regarding the 
possibility of Judge Wickershams candidacy, 
replied, “I know nothing about it. I have not 
recommended anybody up to the present time for 
any office.” 
Earle Hunter, president of the Juneau republican 
club is out of town and could not be reached to 
ascertain whom the club intended to indorse for 
governor. 
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Diary 33, 1920 
 

[Front cover] 
Personal Diary 

Of 
James Wickersham 

 
Dec. 2, 1920 to Jany 1st [2nd]1922. 

Contains Record Contest in Congress 
Feb. 28 & March 1, 1921. 

 
Diary 33, 1920 
December 2 

Diary of James Wickersham 
Dec 2, 1920 to 

Juneau, Alaska. 
1920.  Wrote strong letter to Chas. E. Herron of 
Seattle. owner of the Anchorage Times & the 
Juneau Capital, telling him why he ought not to 
support Hazelet for Governor!  Am not sure it will 
do any good-but its worth trying. 

-3d- 
Am writing on statement of political situation in 
Alaska - purpose - attack on Hazelet, etc.  There is 
much interest in the matter of Cash Coles 
movement at Ketchikan - and my alleged 
candidacy for Governor. 

-4th – 
Same as yesterday - just waiting till Congress 
decides my Contest Case before I can do anything 
quite settled. 

Diary 33, 1920 
December 5-7 

-5th – 
Recd. a bunch of petitions signed by the 
Republican voters of Ketchikan and Charcoal Point 
precincts asking for my appointment for Governor.  
They came from Cash Cole and number about 500 
voters. He now goes to Wrangell & Petersburg. 

-6th – 
Am working on election matters etc. 
Telegram from Guy B. Erwin, Fairbanks, saying 
Henry T. Ray adjudged insane & is enroute to the 
outside & charge of tie affairs - Poor Henry - he 
has ever been quite as strong since Mrs. Rays 
death. 

-7th – 
Dictating & writing letters to Anchorage, Seward, 
etc. Cook Inlet points in the matter of my candidacy 
for Governor of Alaska. 

Diary 33, 1920 
December 8-9 

-8th – 
Employed by Furnivall, Ketchikan busted Banker to 
defend him from Indictment for making false report 
to Ter. Bank    = $100 - $750. 

-9th – 
Jack McBride went out this noon on the 
“Northwestern” in company with Selby, Ed. Valdes 
Miner & Derringer, to visit George C. Hazelet at 
Cordova. - evidently (1) to agree on what 
candidates they will support for territorial 
appointments & (2) to make financial arrangements 
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to pay McBrides expenses on his trip to 
Washington. 
Wrote a good long letter to Sutherland telling him 
the political news etc. Debbie received a friendly 
letter from Mrs. Sutherland from Seattle in todays 
mail. 

Diary 33, 1920 
December 10-11 

-10th – 
Nothing new today - just working in office.  Sent 
$230.00 last quarter of my Income tax for 1919, to 
Collector, Int. Rev. Wash. D.C. by telegraph to 
Dexter Horton Nat. Bank, Seattle, Wash. 
 
[clipping] 

Thursday, Dec. 9, 1920. 
Alaska Daily Empire, 

Wickersham Aide Taken 
to Morningside Asylum 

(Special to the Empire.) 
FAIRBANKS, Alaska, Dec. 9.- Leaving here 

Friday morning under guard for Morningside 
Insane Asylum was Henry T. Ray, agent for Judge 
James Wickersham in Fairbanks from the latter’s 
start in politics, and Secretary of the Fairbanks 
Igloo of Pioneers for many years. 

At three o’clock on the morning following 
Thanksgiving, Mr. Ray is said to have gone into the 
office of Dr. J. A. Sutherland with a loaded 
shotgun. The Doctors office is located in a front 
room of his residence. Hearing the noise he arose 
from his bed and investigated.  Ray asked him 
where the “secret Republican meeting” was being 
held and, according to the physician, on being told 
that there was none, said he knew there was and 
that he was going to kill them all, for they were 
trying to kill Wickersham. 

Ray then left, saying that he was going to search 
for Romeo Hoyt, whom he stated, would tell him. 
fie found Mr. Hoyt, who later said, that he got the 
gun away from Ray only by making the latter 
believe that he wanted to kill some of them first 
himself. 

Hoping that his derangement might prove only 
temporary, Ray was first put under guard in his 
quarters but at noon the next day, officials thought 
it best to remove him to the detention hospital. 
When searched, his pockets were found to be filled 
with loaded shotgun shells. 

When he left here for the asylum, he failed to  
recognize any of his friends and when numbers of 
them shook hands just before the train left he 
showed no sign of recognition. He had no enemies 
in the camp and was universally liked and 
respected. 

-11th – 
Cash Cole got back from Ketchikan, Wrangell & 
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Petersburg - brought back petitions asking for my 
appointment as Governor about 600 voters in 
Ketchikan - nearly 200 in Wrangell & 100 in 
Petersburg - some petitions not in some petitions 
sent also to outside precincts. 

Diary 33, 1920 
December 12-13 

-12- 
Republicans, in Douglas & Treadwell are signing 
petitions for my appt. as Governor.  Wm D. Grant & 
a Mr. Campbell, Engineer & pulp expert here to 
see me about the Wrangell pulp & paper project. 
They report that Bradfield River is not of any use 
as a water power site - but Mill Creek, is a good 
site, & Crittenden Creek a fair addition.  Suggested 
to Mr. Grant that he ought to examine McHenry 
Inlet - promises to go at once. 

-13th – 
McBride “ Hazelet, Marquam, Still, the Juneau 
Republican Club at a big meeting tonight 
unanimously endorsed me for appointment as 
governor of Alaska!  McBride, Hazelet, Marquam, 
Still, Fitzgerald, etc. met in Seward this night & 
agreed on appointment for Alaskan offices! 
McBride, Hazelet, et al. meeting in Seward → 

Diary 33, 1920 
December 14-15 

13 
[clipping] 
Capital, Tuesday, Dec. 14, 1920. 
 

SLATE NAMED  
FOR OFFICES  
IN TERRITORY 

Juneau Republican Club  
Endorses Wickersham For 

For The Governor 
Unanimous endorsement was given at the 

meeting of the Juneau Republican club last 
evening of James Wickersham for governor, John 
Rustgard for judge of the first division, H. H. 
Folsom for district attorney of the first division, 
Edward Kendall for surveyor general, Earl L. 
Hunter for collector of customs, and H.B. Le Fevre 
for United States commissioner at Juneau. 

The advisory and executive committee appointed 
at the last meeting to get up a slate and report 
back to the club, recommended the appointments.  
Dr. L.P. Dawes, vice president of the club, called 
the meeting together in the absence of Earl L. 
Hunter, the president.  John W. Dudley acted as 
secretary. 

A motion prevailed that the executive committee 
notify in writing all of the candidates endorsed and 
also notify J.C. McBride, the national 
committeeman, and Dan Sutherland, the delegate 
in congress, of the action of the club. 

While Judge Le Fevre already has received his 
appointment, he was given the endorsement of the 
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club as a member.  He stated that it was because 
of that membership that he had received the 
endorsement. 

A motion carried to continue the executive  
committee as an advisory committee to look after 
matters of interest to the club and maintain 
organization. 

-14th - 
Wrote letter to & sent full data to W. P. Mills about 
establishing a pulp making mill at Silver Bay - near 
Sitka.  Offered to join him in project. 

-15- 
The Douglas Island Republican Club at its last 
night’s meeting also unanimously endorsed me for 
Governor & both Clubs gave me a telegram signed 
by the officers 

Diary 33, 1920 
December 15 

15 
The Douglas Island Republican Club at its last 
night’s meeting also unanimously endorsed me for 
Governor & both Clubs gave me a telegram signed 
by the officers 
 
 
of both, addressed to outside Clark etc. as follows: 

“Juneau, Dec 15, 1920.” 
 
J. L. Reed, Valdes: George Sexton, Seward, 
Sherman Duggan, Anchorage, Robert Lavery, 
Fairbanks Republican Club, Nenana Republican 
Club, Nome.  More than thousand Republican and 
independent voters at last election in Ketchikan 
and Wrangell and Petersburg have already signed 
petitions asking for appointment of Hon. James 
Wickersham for Governor of Alaska. Voters in all 
other southeastern Alaska precincts are now 
signing by big majorities. Republican clubs of 
Juneau and Douglas and Treadwell having just 
unanimously endorsed him in full public meeting 
after prominent notices.  Now request you and all 
Republicans in Alaska to circulate and get signed 
in very precinct in your Division petitions to 
President Harding 

Diary 33, 1920 
December 15 

asking him to appoint Wickersham Governor.  
When fully signed return same to Judge 
Wickersham Juneau, Alaska. Please notify all 
Republican Clubs and all friends of Wickersham of 
this action.  Attach affidavit to each petition 
verifying accuracy and voting qualifications of 
signers.  

Juneau Republican Club by E.L. Hunter, 
 President  
Douglas and Treadwell Republican Clubs 
 by Elmer E. Smith President. 

The foregoing telegram forwarded tonight by  
Night Letter Telegram to 6 addresses named.  
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cost  $30.00.  My hat is now in the ring & I  
intend to make a fight in earnest.  

Am preparing petitions - friends start out in Juneau 
with same tomorrow - Douglas & Treadwell signed 
up - big majority & other precincts doing well. 

Diary 33, 1920 
December 16 

15 
Capital Dec 16th 

WICKERSHAM ENDORSED  
BY REPUBLICAN CLUB  

IN DOUGLAS LAST NIGHT 
{“Capital”                                  Dec 16th} 

The Douglas Island Republican club endorsed 
Judge James Wickersham for governor last night 
without a dissenting vote.  A volunteer petition with 
nearly 300 names had been  
signed and was presented. 
Copies of the petition and of the endorsement were 
ordered sent to President-elect Harding, Delegate-
elect Dan Sutherland, and J.C. McBride, the 
national committeeman. 
The next meeting of the club will be called Dec. 28. 
All candidates for appointive office, wishing the 
endorsement of the club are requested to appear in 
person, or submit in writing their qualifications for 
the office they wish to obtain. 

Guy Smith was elected secretary, succeeding 
L.S. Ferris, now in Ketchikan.  James Christoe was 
elected treasurer, succeeding A. Gurr, now in 
Prince Rupert.  Elmer Smith is president of the 
club. 
 
Thursday, Dec. 16, 1920. 

Douglas Island Republican  
Club Indorses  

Wickersham for Governor. 
{Empire                      Dec. 16} 

The candidacy of Judge James Wickersham for 
the governorship of Alaska was unanimously 
indorsed by the Douglas Island Republican Club at 
a meeting here last night. 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman 
Elmer E. Smith, who made a few remarks by way 
of introduction of the business in hand.  Action was 
also taken to the effect that any and all candidates 
for offices in the Territory who desired the support 
of the Douglas Island Club must either in person or 
by written application, where impossible to attend a 
meeting of the organization, state their 
qualifications for endorsement for the position 
sought. 

To fill vacancies in the offices of the local club, 
Guy L. Smith was elected secretary and James 
Christoe Treasurer.  Axel Kronquist was elected 
precinct committeeman.  The meeting then 
adjourned until the evening of December 28th. 
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16th. 
My friends are putting out petitions for signature in 
Juneau as asking voters to petition President for 
my appointment as Governor.  Cash Cole reports 
some opposition - which is to me not unexpected. 
The long fight of the “Empire” has had some effect, 
of course. 

Diary 33, 1920 
December 17-18 

-17th – 
Sent private telegrams today to Clyde (withheld 
these telegrams till tomorrow) A. Thompson, Eagle, 
Frank Bishoprick, Fairbanks & Al. Nicholson, 
Nome, asking them to take charge of petitions for 
my appt. as Governor at their places.  John C. 
Cobb, is writing long strong letters to Gifford 
Pinchot and Senator Poindexter, asking them to 
support & giving them Hazelets & McBrides plans 
to turn the Ter. over to Alaska Syndicate. 

-18th – 
Sent telegrams mentioned in above entry! 
The “Northwestern” came into the harbor tonight 
from Westward.  U.S. Marshal Erwin, from 
Fairbanks was on board - had Henry T. Ray, my 
friend, taking him to Morningside Asylum, Oregon 
in charge for insanity - poor Henry did not know me 
had no glimmer of recognition & talked to me 
wildly. 

Diary 33, 1920 
December 19-21 

-19- 
[clipping]  
DECEMBER 19, 1920. 
JUNEAU SUNDAY CAPITAL 
 

J. C. MCBRIDE RETURNS  
FROM TRIP TO WESTWARD 

 
J. C. McBride returned on the Northwestern from 

a business trip to Seward.  Mr. McBride stated that 
he talked with several prominent republicans in the 
westward towns and the sentiment of the people in 
that district seems to be unanimous for George 
Hazelet for governor. 

Business conditions are good in the west, Mr. 
McBride stated, and extensive development is 
looked for this coming spring.  People are 
expecting much emigration to that section of the 
territory, and there appears to be prospects of 
great activity and growth all along the line of the 
railroad. 
 
My friends today are promising to go to work 
tomorrow & push petitions through Juneau & 
suburbs. 
Douglas, Treadwell & Thane are about finished 
with almost unanimous petitions. 

-20- 
McBride says in this evenings “Empire” that 
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Hazelet is strong in the 3rd Division but he does 
not know what they will do in the 4th & 2nd 

-21st – 
Friends pushing petitions for appointment as Gov 
looks good in this Division. 

Diary 33, 1920 
December 22 

-22nd – 
[clipping] 

NOME REPUBLICANS ENDORSE 
WICKERSHAM FOR GOVERNOR 

(Nome Nugget) 
The local republican club, at a meeting held last 
Thursday evening adopted a resolution endorsing 
the candidacy of Judge James Wickersham for 
appointment as governor of Alaska.  It also 
endorsed Charles D. Garfield for collector of 
customs.  Petitions for Wickersham for governor 
are being signed by a large portion of the people of 
Seward Peninsula. 
 
Recd. telegram today from Maynard Nome, 
“Nugget” saying. 
“Upon receipt telegram from Rustgard prepared 
petitions For signatures your appointment 
governorship – two hundred signed already - also 
printed Monday your picture & story - situation S.E. 
Alaska.  Hit whatever opposition hard crack. Your 
interest Being looked after my self. Keep me 
informed situation. Get in touch with Cochran 
Seattle, Maynard.” 
Also telegram from Tom. Ross, Nome, as follows: 
Situation in hand, non-partisan petition circulated 
today requesting President your appointment 
Governor,  Club meeting, Thursday 8 p.m. 
Confidential.” 
Thomas A. Ross 

Diary 33, 1920 
December 23-25 

-23rd – 
Recd. letters today from Albert Johnson, M. C. of 
Wash. State, Dallinger, of Mass. & Hudspeth of 
Texas in response - & each gave me distinct 
courage - think the Contest Case is O.K. 
Recd. strong petitions from Haines & Perseverance 
precincts today - work is going on fine. Am 
encouraged. 

-25th – 
A beautiful Christmas day - clear, cold, snow on 
the ground - a fine winter day.  While the Spokane 
was in the harbor yesterday, Vic. Durand, the 
Fairbanks violinist for years, Harry Taylor, Cleary-
Creek miner & Bob Small, Fairbanks blacksmith of 
years ago - called. 
They are all going back toward the Tanana, hoping 
for another boom this spring. 

Diary 33, 1920 
December 26 

-26th – 
We had a fine Christmas dinner with John B. 
Marshall’s family last evening.  A large party of 
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friends - & very enjoyable.  Am greatly pleased at 
the friendly support of the people of Nome are 
giving my candidacy for Governor.  If I shall not be 
appointed - still it is worth while to have such 
friends. 
 
[clipping] 

Wickersham Given 
Endorsement of the 

People of Nome 
NOME, Dec. 25.-At a meeting of the republican 
club Friday night, the club endorsed James 
Wickersham for governor and Charles Garfield for 
collector of customs.  Practically the entire 
population of Seward peninsula unanimously 
signed Wickersham’s petition. 
 
Recd. the following on Christmas: 
 

“Juneau, Dec. 23, ‘20” 
My dear Mr. Wickersham with my Christmas 
greetings go forth a wish, a hope & a prayer that at 
my Easter greetings next, I may take pride with 
your friends in addressing your “Your Excellency.”  
Your high and indefatigable services for Alaska in 
the past cry out 

Diary 33, 1920 
December 26 

26 
for that honor in the future - the honor to a climax 
of service and I may add for the comfort of Mrs. 
Wickersham  

May god prosper our aspirations. 
Sincerely Yours, J. R. Crimont, S.J.” 

 
Fathers Monroe & Crimont, are French, came to 
Eagle City, Fairbanks etc. about time I went there 
(1900) & have always been my friends. 
Father Crimont is now Catholic Bishop of Alaska. 

Also received the following telegram from Nome: 
“Nome, Alaska, Dec. 24, 1920” 

“James Wickersham, Juneau. 
The undersigned are instructed to advise you the 
Nome Republican Club at meeting last night 
endorsed your candidacy for the office of Governor 
of Alaska (stop).  National Committeeman McBride 
and Delegate elect Sutherland have been advised 
of the action of the Club. 

“Fred Harrison, President” 
“John Hancock, Secretary” 
“Nome Republican Club.” 

also telegram from Nicholson saying petitions 
being signed by the people in precincts. 

Diary 33, 1920 
December 27-28 

-27th – 
[clipping] 

At the meeting of the Anchorage Republican 
club, held yesterday afternoon in Pioneer hall, the 
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members unanimously endorsed the candidacy of 
James Wickersham for governor.  W.H. Rager, 
president of the club, presided.  Wickersham’s 
name was presented by Mr. Booth and 
enthusiastically seconded by A.G. Thompson, who 
urged that the endorsement be unanimous.  
Following the action of the governorship the club 
endorsed E.E. Ritchie, for judge, Harvey Sullivan 
for U.S. marshal ands Sherman Dugan, district 
attorney for the third division.  Upon motion the 
club voted to postpone further endorsements, 
including the collector of customs and surveyor 
general.  A number of new members signed the 
membership roll of the club and following the 
endorsements the members were given the chance 
to sign the Wickersham petition.  
 
Valentine is on another drunk - the Constitution 
cannot keep him sober - he goes off on a drunk 
about every two or three weeks - he calls it a “spell 
of sickness” & tells me about it with as much 
solemnity as if he really thought I believed his 
story. 
Working in office - answering letters - sending 
political telegrams, etc. 

-28th – 
Drew Amended Articles of Incorporation for 
Wrangell Pulp & Paper Co. & other office work. 
Letters from Elliott & Sutherland in Wash. D.C. 
saying Com. on Elections is now at work on my 
Contested Elections Case - well its time they were! 

Diary 33, 1920 
December 29 

-29th – 
Mr. Hendrickson, of the editorial staff of the Capital 
came in today to talk to me about the future policy 
of the paper.  He realizes that George C. Hazelet 
and the Guggenheim interests have long been 
supported by the Empire & John W. Troy & that 
since McBride is supporting Hazelet - if Hazelet is 
made Governor that combination will put the 
Empire under the control of Harry Steel - & remit as 
a Republican Organization paper - & the Capital 
must suffer.  H- thinks he can persuade Col. Beard, 
of the Capital to support the public interests & 
those efforts which my friends think best for 
Alaska!  He is trying to get the Col. to talk to me! 

Diary 33, 1920 
December 30 

-30th – 
Recd. telegram from Nenana as follows: 

Nenana, Als. Dec. 29, 1920. 
Judge Wickersham, Juneau.  Your petitioners Alex. 
Kerr and R.M. Brown have ninety per cent voters 
Nenana precinct American citizens on petition for 
you for Governor of Alaska.  Will mail petition to 
you at once.  Am going on line tomorrow and will 
get more. 

Alex Kerr & R.M. Brown. 
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There is a hitch in matters at Sitka & must get 
Cash Cole to go over and get it straightened out. 
Going slow but safe here in Juneau.  Generally 
O.K. 

Diary 33, 1920 
December 31 

Dec. 31st 1920 
Another letter today from Elliott, Wash. D.C.  Says 
Sutherland there & interviewed Elliott, M.C. from 
Ind. & Hays, Mo. Hudspeth, Texas, Dowell, Ch. 
Election Com. etc. and he thinks things friendly and 
favorable for verdict in my Case. 
Campaign for Governor going slow but fairly good.  
Will begin to push things strong after Monday after 
holidays are over. 
Skagway following Sitka & denouncing Juneau 
Rep. Club - but its a flash in the pan, though it will 
give us some additional trouble: Adieu 1920! 

Diary 33, 1921 
January 1-2 

January 1st 1921. 
Wrote letters to persons who have assisted in 
circulating Petition for my appointment as 
Governor, thanking them for services, etc. 
Am beginning arrangement of petitions, etc.  Will 
start final drive here in Juneau on Monday. 

-Jany. 2d.- 
“Spokane” SS. in from westward today.  Letters 
etc. Kettleson, member elect of the Legislature 
from Fairbanks, tells me about political conditions, 
& especially at Anchorage & Seward.  Sexton says 
“Tell Wickersham we will have 80% of the people 
of Seward on his petition,” etc. says will write soon 
- fully. 

Diary 33, 1921 
January 3-4 

-Jany 3d- 
John W. Frame went out on the “Northwestern” this 
morning to Cordova, Valdes, Seward and 
Anchorage - he will give my candidacy such 
assistance as he can while there. 

Wrote letter today to Dr. L. S. Kellar, Skagway  
asking him to come to Juneau to talk to me - about 
politics. I want him to support me & also want to 
know what he wants! 

-4th – 
Engaged in reorganizing the Wrangell Pulp & 
Paper Co. papers completing the final 
incorporation of the Co. preparing application etc. 
for securing action while I am gone East - if I go. 
Having some trouble with Petitions at Sitka & 
Skagway - but nothing insurmountable. 

Diary 33, 1921 
January 5 

Jany 5th 1921 
[clipping] 
{Jany. 5th 1921} 

ALASKA DAILY EMPIRE 
JOHN W. TROY - - - EDITOR AND MANAGER 

HAZELET GIVEN  
ENDORSEMENT OF  
JOHN C. MC BRIDE 

Nation Committeeman Sup- 
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ports Cordova Man for 
Governorship of Alaska. 

ORGANIZATIONS BACKED 
McBride Says Divisional 

Committee United in 
Choosing Hazelet. 

Cleaving its way through the political storm 
clouds hovering over Alaska since the November 
election results were known, the first ray of definite 
light came this morning when J. C. McBride, 
Republican National Committeeman for the 
Territory, issued a statement unreservedly 
endorsing the candidacy of George C. Hazelet, of 
Cordova, for appointment as Governor of Alaska.  
Mr. McBride also stated that he would to everything 
in his power to help Mr. Hazelet secure the 
appointment. 

The National Committeeman’s announcement is 
marked for its brevity and its unqualified 
endorsement of the Cordova man’s candidacy.  He 
said: “Since the aspirants have been in the field I 
have been pressed by wires from all sections of the 
Territory and by personal calls from any prominent 
Republicans to make a definite endorsement, not 
because I felt any hesitancy personally, but I 
realized that the Republican success in the 
Territory at the late election was in a very great 
measure due to the whole organization, and, 
therefore, felt it to be incumbent on me to acquaint 
myself with the desires of the organization leaders. 

“Since the election I have been giving the matter 
due consideration and have consulted with various 
divisional chairmen who are a unit with myself in 
endorsing Mr. Hazelet’s candidacy.  I have also 
consulted other Republican leaders regarding the 
matter. 

“I have very high personal regard for Mr. Hazelet 
and fee, that Alaska is very fortunate to have at this 
time a man of his caliber available for its Governor.  
I am glad indeed to give him my endorsement and I 
know that he is in every way qualified to discharge 
the duties of the high office of Governor of Alaska.” 

Mr. McBride said that he expects the 
appointment for Governor to be the first to be made 
by President Harding after he assumes office, 
probably coming early in his administration, for the 
reason that Gov. Thomas Riggs will hand in his 
resignation upon the change of administration, 
according to an announcement made sometime 
ago by Gov. Riggs. 

George C. Hazelet landed on the shores of 
Prince William Sound in the early days before there 
was any town at Valdez.  He went into the Interior 
from near where Valdez now stands and for many 
years was a miner and prospector.  He was one of 
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the first men to go into the Nizina River district and 
is known to Practically all of the oldtimers as a 
good trail companion, a square shooter and a good 
partner.  It is said of him that no man ever hit the 
trail with him once that did not want to do so again. 

He has made his home in the towns along Prince 
William Sound for man years and is now and has 
long been one of Alaska’s most prominent citizens.  
A consistent Republican, he has seldom sought 
political favor.  He was elected Delegate from 
Alaska to the last Republican National Convention 
at Chicago, being high man on the list of 
candidates for the honor.  Mr. Hazelet 

Diary 33, 1921 
January 5 

5 
has been endorsed for the Governorship since the 
announcement of his candidacy by many local 
Republican clubs and a number of prominent 
Republicans.  According to a statement made by 
Mr. McBride after a trip the latter made to Seward a 
few weeks ago, the Westward portion of Alaska is 
solidly for the appointment of Mr. Hazelet and he 
has a strong personal following in both the First 
and Fourth Division. 
 
[clipping] 

Fairbanks Republican Club 
Endorses Four for Office 

FAIRBANKS, Alaska, Jan. 5.- At a special meeting 
of the Fairbanks Republican Club on December 30 
for endorsement for office of club members who 
are candidates for appointive offices the following 
were approved:  For U.S. District Judge this 
division, T.A. Marquam; U.S. Marshal, Charles 
Beam; Surveyor General, Hawley Sterling; District 
Attorney, Guy B. Erwin.  The club made no 
endorsement for Governor of Alaska. 
Three hundred and eighty-three votes of a total 
membership of 410 were cast.  The meeting was 
held in Eagle Hall, the largest in town, which was 
jammed to the doors with members and spectators.  
The vote was divided as follows: 
For Judge –T.A. Marquam 222, Cecil H. Clegg 
141, E. Coke Hill 14, L.T. Pratt 9; Marshal-Charles 
Beam 224, O.P. Gaustad 107, Morton E. Stevens 
36, Paul J. Rickert 25; Surveyor General – Hawley 
Sterling 180, E.B. Collins 110; District Attorney – 
Guy B. Erwin. 

 
McBrides endorsement of Hazelet has been 
expected for some days. - here it is, Jany 5th 1921.  
J.W. 
The Capital ↓ 
[clipping] 

MCBRIDE ANNOUNCES HIS  
SUPPORT OF HAZELET FOR  
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GOVERNOR OF ALASKA 
J.C. McBride, national committeeman, announced 
today that he would support George C. Hazelet of 
Cordova for governor.  Mr. McBride gave out the 
following statement today: 

“There are a half dozen aspirants seeking the 
position of governor.  Inasmuch as the present 
incumbent has announced that he will resign on 
the first of March.  I have been asked daily since 
this announcement and more particularly now, as it 
is near the time for the appointment, as to whom I 
would support.  After giving the matter due 
consideration and discussing it with friends and 
divisional committeemen, I am taking this 
opportunity to state that I will endorse George C. 
Hazelett of Cordova.  In order to clear the 
atmosphere I have made this statement that 
candidates may know how I stand.  I feel that the 
people are very fortunate to have a man like 
Hazelett for the position.  He has also received 
many endorsements from other sections of the 
territory. 

SITKA ENDORSES HAZELETT 
Sitka, Jan. 5.-(Special)-The Sitka Republican 

club has endorsed George C. Hazelett for governor 
and Chas. Garfield for collector of customs. 
 
I am glad its done! Good! 

Diary 33, 1921 
January 6-7 

-6th – 
[clipping] 

Judge Bunnell Returns  
from Washington Trip 

SEATTLE, Wash., Jan. 5.- Judge Charles E. 
Bunnell, of the U. S. District Court of the Fourth 
Division, arrived here last night from Washington 
and is enroute to his home in Fairbanks. He will 
probably take the first boat for the North. 

During his stay in Washington Judge Bunnell 
testified before the subcommittee of the Senate 
Jud- Com- in connection with the confirmation of 
his renomination for District Judge. He was heard 
in executive session, but is understood that he 
answered fully charges filed against him several 
months ago by Judge James Wickersham of being 
“perniciously active” in politics. The charges grew 
out of the contest resulting from the 1916 Alaska 
Delegate election, Wickersham charging Judge 
Bunnell with being head of a political machine in 
the Fourth Division. 
 
Evidently the Judge did not get satisfactory results 
but, at that, he is a much better man than Tom. 
Marquam, who may succeed him! 

-7th – 
I was very much surprised yesterday when Elmer 
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Friend, a reporter on the Juneau Empire came to 
see me and said the paper wished me to prepare a 
statement for publication giving my view of the 
endorsement of George C. Hazelet by McBride as 
published yesterday – here. 

Diary 33, 1921 
January 6 

7 
[Clipping] 

Alaska Daily Empire 
JUNEAU, ALASKA, THURSDAY, JANUARY 6, 

1921 
ENDORSEMENT OF  
HAZELET FOUGHT  
BY WICKERSHAM 

Former Delegate Takes Issue 
With McBride in Choice 

For Governor. 
Judge James Wickersham, former delegate for 

Alaska, and an aspirant for the governorship of the 
Territory, in a statement made to the Empire today, 
declared that he would use all of his influence to 
oppose the nomination of George C. Hazelet, of 
Cordova, for the governorship, as endorsed by J.C. 
McBride, Republican National Committeeman for 
the Territory. 

Judge Wickersham’s statement is as follows: 
“Mr. McBride’s endorsement of Mr. Hazelet, of 

Cordova, for Governor was, of course, the only 
thing he could do.  Hazelet and Donohoe elected 
McBride as National Committeeman at the primary 
election on April 27 last through big majorities in 
the Alaska Syndicate precincts at Cordova, Eyak, 
Latouche and at the Kennecott precincts.  McBride 
then “reorganized” the party by appointing Beegle, 
Hazelet, Marquam and Lomen as his Territorial 
Divisional Committee. Hazelet, Marquam and 
McBride then endorsed Hazelet for Governor and 
Marquam for Judge and later Hazelet and 
Marquam will endorse McBride, and there you are: 

“The issue is now squarely presented to 
President Harding: Shall the Alaska Syndicate, in 
addition to its present control of Alaska 
transportation rates, its control of Alaska copper 
and coal, and other great natural resources on the 
public domain in Alaska also have control of the 
government of Alaska through the appointment of 
its agents and servants as Governor and Judges 
and other governing officials in the Territory?  Shall 
Hazelet and Marquam be permitted arbitrarily to 
name the Judges and other court officials in the 
Third and Fourth Divisions where the Alaska 
Syndicate has its Kennecott and Latouche copper 
mines, its Copper River and Northwestern 
Railroad, its Alaska Steamship Company’s 
headquarters, its dominating 50-year government 
lease of the most valuable parts of the Bering River 
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coal fields, its Katalla oil monopoly, and 
transportation control over the Government 
Railroad and Naval coal mines? 

“This situation presents to President Harding 
even before he has taken his oath of office, the 
same problems that beset President Taft in 1910.  
The Alaska Syndicates’ attempt to control the great 
natural resources of Alaska in 1910 destroyed the 
Taft Administration, severed the bonds of 
friendship between President Taft ands Colonel 
Roosevelt, split the Republican Party into two great 
factions, which destroyed each other in 1912, 
elected President Wilson, and defeated Hughes for 
President in 1916. 

“Will President Harding begin his administration 
where President Taft left off, and appoint the 
Cordova agent of the Alaska Syndicate, with his 
Keystone Canyon record, as Governor of Alaska, 
and turn the government of Alaska over it bodily?  
Mr. McBride thinks that he will, but I think he will 
not. 
“Mr. McBride declares in his endorsement of Mr. 
Hazelet in yesterday’s Empire, that he would do 
everything in his power to help Mr. Hazelet secure 
the appointment, and I now declare that I will do 
everything in my power to warn President Harding 
of the danger of the situation, and everything 
possible to defeat the appointment of Hazelet and 
every other man endorsed by the Alaska Syndicate 
combination.  In that contest I ask the assistance of 
all Alaskans who want a square deal in Alaska, 
free from the domination of the Alaska Syndicate 
and its bipartisan political organization.” 

Diary 33, 1921 
January 8 

-8- 
Am preparing strong case against Marquam, 
Hazelet and Hawley Sterling to show their 
connection with houses of prostitution - slave trade 
etc. for the President.  Hazelet conducted with 
Whittemore - the largest houses of prostitution in 
Alaska - see 4th Alaska Report, 447, while in 1920, 
both Marquam & Sterling brought their long 
association in such houses at Fairbanks and 
Nenana to a close by each marrying a notorious 
prostitute out of such houses for a wife.  Am also 
getting court records on Marquam’s criminal record 
at Dyea in 1898-‘9. 

Diary 33, 1921 
January 8-10 

8 
Sending strong telegrams to Lavery at Fairbanks, 
urging fighting Marquam & Sterling & getting up 
petitions etc. 

-9th – 
Telegrams from Nenana and Fairbanks say my 
petitions are being circulated and freely signed in 
those and other precincts.  Recd. petitions today 
from Hyder, Craig, Kasaan & one more from 
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Ketchikan.  Things look good. We are getting up a 
strong record - affidavits etc. to accompany letter to 
Senator Willis, of Ohio - for the President. 

-10- 
As usual today. Getting affidavits from Kettleson, 
McKinnon & Valentine. Recd. good petition today 
from Gypsum. 

Diary 33, 1921 
January 11 

-11th – 
Finished letters to President & Senator Willis, of 
Ohio, and all affidavits, docs. etc. and got them in 
the Registered Mail directed to Senator Willis with 
a request for him first to read, etc. and then to get 
them personally to the Presidents attention. 
It is a shocking record, based on the “red light” 
character of Hazelet, Marquam & Sterling, and will, 
I think, bar all of them from favor, and render their 
recommendations of little value.  Valentine came 
strongly to my support in the matter & furnished an 
affidavit & letter full of early incidents in Marquam’s 
life in Juneau and Skagway. 

Diary 33, 1921 
January 12 

-12th – 
Met Milo Kelly, from Anchorage, on the 
“Northwestern” last night and he assures me that I 
will get a strong support on Petitions to the 
President asking for my appt. as Governor for 
Anchorage & Seward and other westward points.  
Also received telegram from John W. Frame, from 
Anchorage yesterday saying things looked “fine” 
there.  Telegrams, letters, Petitions, etc. are 
pouring in & my friends are active all over the 
Territory.  Even hundreds who did not formerly 
support me are now scared at the possibility of the 
Alaska Syndicate getting hold of the Ter. and they 
are joining in the general protest against Hazelet. 

Diary 33, 1921 
January 13-14 

-13th – 
Sent a good stiff telegram to the Sec. of the 
Anchorage Republican Club to read at the mass 
meeting of Republicans there on Sunday the 16th - 
Milo Kelly advised it. 
Working hard on correspondence and on books 
etc. Wrangell Pulp & Paper Co. 

-14th – 
My friends throughout the Territory are active & 
petitions, telegrams etc. are coming in every day in 
fine shape. 
Made reservations today on “City of Seattle” for 
Mrs. W- & self & we go south Wednesday. 
Every minister in Juneau - Protestant & Catholic-
has signed my petition.  Mrs. Marshall & other 
ladies circulating it Bishop Crimont - Catholic – 
signed also. 

Diary 33, 1921 
January 15-16 

-15th – 
Recd. telegrams from Alex Kerr, Nenana & Bob 
Lavery, Fairbanks - Kerr says: 
“Nenana Republican Club have unanimously 
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endorsed you for Governor.  Alex Kerr. 
Lavery says that propaganda is being circulated 
that Dan Sutherland has split with me and joined 
Marquam & the story is retarding signing petition. 
Answered Lavery’s telegram denying differences 
between Dan & my self. 

-16th – 
Sunday - Mass Meeting of Republicans in 
Anchorage today - to pass on endorsing 
candidates for office etc. Frame is there looking 
after my interests. 

Diary 33, 1921 
January 17 

-17- 
Recd. telegram as follows: 

Anchorage, jay 16, 1920  
James Wickersham, Juneau. 
Anchorage republican club unanimously endorsed 
you for Governor  Endorsement included 
associated clubs of Wasilla, Knick, Willow Creek, 
Matanuska and Girdwood.  Hazelets name not 
offered for endorsement.  Approximately 100 
members present.  No opposition.  Five hundred 
signatures your petition in Anchorage,  Railroad 
camps all signing. Arthur G. Thompson. 
Understand they also endorsed Richie, Judge; 
Sullivan, Marshall; & Duggan, Dist. Atty. 

Diary 33, 1921 
January 18-19 

-18- 
Col Bear of the “Capital”, refused – or rather did 
not publish my telegrams from Anchorage, but 
gave a messed up account of Hazelets 
endorsement by one club & mine by another!  Thus 
giving Hazelet the best of it!  He is just about as 
bad as Troy. 
Am sending package of papers etc. to Wash. by 
parcel post so that I will not have to carry so much 
in my hand baggage. 

-19th – 
Paid bills etc. and left Juneau on SS “City of 
Seattle” for Wash. D.C.  Got all petitions etc & 
records with me.  Left in evening – late. 

Diary 33, 1921 
January 20-23 

-20th – 
Stopped off in Ketchikan for short visit with Senator 
hunt and other friends. Everything here friendly & 
pleased with fight for Governorship. 

-21- 
Inside passage fine. 

-22- 
Through Seymour Narrows. 

-23rd – 
We arrived in Seattle at 1030 a.m. and went to Frye 
Hotel – no news.  Left Debbie at hotel and I went to 
Buckley to see mother. – found her well and happy.  
She brought in 2 doz. eggs and we talked till she 
got sleepy.  Nan at home. 
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Diary 33, 1921 
January 24-25 

-24th – 
Mother got breakfast for me & I went to Tacoma on 
the auto bus which passes Mothers door.  Saw Mr. 
Bornsley at State Hist. Rooms about my books.  
called the olds family  signed lease renting 45 
acres of my valley farm for 5 years at $1300. per 
annum & then back to the Frye Hotel with Debbie.  
Recd. $1000 from Hopping & Co. being 
accumulation rents etc. in their hands from my 
Pierce Co. lands & houses. 

-25- 
A great day!  At noon while Debbie & I were eating 
lunch received telegram from Hon. Richard N. 
Elliott M. C. from Indiana, and member Com. on 
Elections, House of Representatives saying the 
Committee had 

Diary 33, 1921 
January 25 

25 
just decided my Contested Election Case vs. 
Sulzer and Grigsby in my favor.  Also recd. 
telegram from Hon. Wm. E. Mason, M. C. Chicago, 
and Hon. Albert Johnson, M. C. from State of 
Wash- confirming.  My friends here greatly pleased 
& we have informed all parts of Alaska of news by 
telegrams. 
Purchased Ry. tickets for self & Debbie & we go to 
Wash. D.C. over the Milwaukee Ry. tomorrow 
morning.  My friends here in Seattle promise aid in 
Governorship fight.  Had a long talk with Andrew 
Nerland about organizing Alaska Legislature & 
forming members into opposition 

Diary 33, 1921 
January 25-28 

25 
to the McBride - Hazelet faction.  He agreed to lead 
fight in Legislature for me and to assist in Governor 
fight.  I have had crowds of friends offering 
congratulations! 

-26th – 
Left Seattle over the Milwaukee Ry. for Wash. D.C. 
9:30 a.m. Spokane. 

-27th – 
Butte – over Continental Divide. 

-28th – 
Mo Bridge, Aberdeen So. Dakota. 
Mr. Claude C. Ramsay, Chairman King Co. 
(Seattle) County Commissioners is on board, 
enroute to Wash. D.C. to assist in securing location 
Aviation field at Sand Point on Lake Washington. 
He is a very pleasant gentleman & a North 
Carolina Republican as well. 

Diary 33, 1921 
January 29-31 

-29th – 
Chicago - Mrs. W. & I spent an hour at Marshall 
Fields Store - buying a new hat. 

-30th – 
Reached Washington at 4:30 p.m. on time & went, 
as always, to the Congress Hall Hotel. 
At office this evening - Things O.K.  Saw many 
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friends & all seem pleased that the Election Com. 
has the second time sustained my fight for honest 
elections in Alaska. 

-31st – 
Called on Dowell, Chairman Com. on Election 
Com, is pleased that he has finally decided my 
case. - called on Elliot M.C. Indiana, Hays, Mo. etc.  
Busy in office - Sutherland is in New Jersey - due 
here Feb 15th. Things O.K. 

Diary 33, 1921 
February 1 

February 1st 1921. 
Called on Senator Jones - not cordial. Called on 
Senator Willis, who was cordial as were the clerks 
in his office. Senator Willis had my letter to him 
with the Harding letter & documents on his desk, 
and he told me he was reading, digesting, and 
understanding.  He expressed cordial sympathy 
with my position against the Alaska Syndicate, 
Hazelet, and the McBride faction.  President 
Harding is in Florida, and Senator Fall (who is to be 
Secretary of the Interior, Senator Willis informed 
me) is with him.  Senator Willis advised 

Diary 33, 1921 
February 1 

1 
me to get into communication with my old friend 
Judson C. Welliver newspaper & magazine writer 
who created the Ballinger-Pinchot row of 1910 , in 
my office, for he has strong stand in with Harding.  
Willis asked me for the record of the vote of 
Hazelet and Reed, the Rep. Del. at the Chicago 
Convention from Alaska, which he thinks will have 
strong influence with Daugherty of Ohio, who may 
be Atty. Genl. in the Harding Cabinet. 
Two visits to P.O. Dept. in answer to the request of 
Bob Lavery, Fairbanks to prevent reduction force in 
Fairbanks post office; Succeeded & telegraphed 
Lavery of success. 

Diary 33, 1921 
February 2 

-2d- 
Chairman Dowell (Iowa) of the Com. on Elections 
called me into his office today and talked long & 
earnestly about the Report in my Contest Case.  
He is working on it - slowly - and got me all 
“fussed” by finding so damn many excuses for not 
doing things. 
Also got an unfriendly letter from Dan Sutherland, 
Delegate, accusing me of having written to Bob. 
Hunter, accusing Dan with having made political 
alliance with Hazelet.  He quoted from my letter to 
Hunter, & if the quotation is correct, it still does not 
justify Dan in exploding - for it was written in his 
defense & not in unfriendly criticism. 

Diary 33, 1921 
February 3 

-3d- 
Another long consultation with Dowell today am 
getting better satisfied with him for he seems to be 
earnestly trying to get my case in good shape for 
presentation to the House but, oh! so slowly! 
Wrote Dan Sutherland a diplomatic letter and sent 
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to Juneau, for the original correspondence with 
Bob Hunter to shout to him - that I was defending & 
not criticizing him.  Also made up my Contested 
Election Expense Act. over $6000. of which I can 
recover only $2000. 
Working on statement of Soldier vote for Dowell – 
for Contested Election Report. 

Diary 33, 1921 
February 3 

3 
[clipping] 
Alaska Dispatch 
Published every Friday by 
ED. C. RUSSEL. Publisher 
 

THE 1918 ELECTION. 
Seating of Judge Wickersham as the regularly 

elected delegate to congress form Alaska opens a 
battle between the Republican organization in 
Alaska and Wickersham for patronage under the 
Harding administration.  Judge Wickersham is an 
active aspirant for appointment as governor of the 
territory. 

The Dispatch recalls the 1918 election in Alaska, 
as this publication was among the few newspapers 
in the North that went down the line first, last and 
all the time for Judge Wickersham. It was the most 
desperately contested election in the history of 
Alaska politics, having been fought out during the 
ravages of the great influenza epidemic, and at a 
time when the Sophia disaster had numbed the 
people of the North. 

Judge Wickersham started the campaign in July 
at Nome.  He campaigned up the Yukon river, 
visiting all interior camps, until he reached his 
home division in the Tanana.  Here he spent three 
weks campaigning the creeks, and then 
campaigned across country, visiting all the 
construction camps on the government railroad.  
Two weeks was then spent in the Cooks Inlet 
country, visits made to the towns in the Copper 
River section, reaching Ketchikan via Seattle about 
the middle of October.  With three weeks left the 
desperate fight to hold down the threatened Sulzer 
majority in the first division started.  Ketchikan, 
Wrangell and Petersburg were stormed with a 
persistent and telling campaign. Leaving 
Petersburg on October 24 in a launch with two 
other well known first division campaigners, Judge 
Wickersham’s party encountered the identical 
storm which carried the Sophia to her doom about 
100 miles north.  A lundlubbers luck at sea put the 
launch into Taku Harbor, where shelter was 
afforded for several days, and where it was learned 
the Sophia had been lost with all aboard.  Racked 
in mind and wearied by long travel the campaign 
party remained until succored by a government 
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fisheries patrol boat and taken to Juneau, where 
the appalling news of the Sophia disaster was 
learned in detail. 

Following came the harassing influenza 
epidemic, which caused a territorial but hostile 
health board to clap on a quarantine and close all 
public speaking places.  For over two weeks Judge 
Wickersham was held in leash and not allowed to 
make a public speech.  In the meantime, the 
federal brigade was working desperately to hold 
the vote against Judge Wickersham.  United States 
Attorney Smiser on the night before the election 
issued the famous “skookum paper” ordaining that 
all Indians could vote.  This famous document was 
placed into the hands of certain officials who the 
next day rounded up the Indians for the democratic 
ticket.  Every trick of organized politics was 
resorted to in the election.  Lies and falsehoods 
were spread throughout Alaska. 

Next came the canvass of the official vote 
without regard to fraud or error.  This canvassing 
board, comprising three machine democrats, 
declared Sulzer elected by 31 votes.  Judge 
Wickersham immediately filed notice of contest in 
the halls of congress. 

The Dispatch believes Judge Wickersham was 
honestly elected delegate to congress in 1918. It 
further believes every democratic official who 
prostituted their high office in the conspiracy to 
defraud Wickersham of his office should have been 
kicked out of office by the democratic 
administration. 
The Dispatch has now fulfilled its obligation to 
Judge Wickersham.  It supported him for 12 years.  
Whatever may be its policy in the future regarding 
Judge Wickersham and his ambitions it stood the 
test of these years, and is glad that he is to be 
seated in the office to which the people of Alaska 
would have elected him overwhelmingly had it not 
been for a political machine which during the 1918 
election functioned without friction and almost 
unopposed. 

Diary 33, 1921 
February 4 

-4th – 
Dowell, Ch. Com. Elections has requested me to 
arrange the names of those whom we think voted 
illegally on Nov. 5, 1918, under certain heads, with 
citations of Record pages, etc. so that it can be 
seen at a glance just the number who voted in 
violation of certain provisions of the law, in certain 
precincts - for the use of the Com. & to assist him 
in preparation of material for Report. 
Am working to get such stuff ready.  I am informed 
there will be a hard fight put up to beat me, - Curry 
of Cal.  Bowers of W. Va. & Dover of Mo. are 
leading the fight against me they are Republicans!! 
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Diary 33, 1921 
February 5-6 

-5th – 
Dowell was satisfied with arrangement of data 
which I made & now asks me to prepare certain 
vital parts of the argument - law citations etc. & be 
ready to present them on the floor of the House - I 
am to have an hour! 
Darrell is coming to visit us - from Philadelphia - 
over Sunday. 

-6th – 
Darrell paid us a pleasant visit - returning to 
Philadelphia on this evening’s train. 
P. J. Rickert, of Fairbanks & Will Miller of Nome, 
called at the office today.  Rickert is a member of 
our Legislature. 

Diary 33, 1921 
February 7 

-7- 
[clipping]  
Seattle Wash, Dec 17,1920 

Alaska Dispatch 
JAMES WICKERSHAM 

The Dispatch usually takes news stories about 
Judge James Wickersham appearing in the Alaska 
press with a certain reservation, but the recent 
story printed from Juneau that Judge Wickersham 
is a receptive aspirant for governor of the territory 
is probably true.  

Judge Wickersham has been closely identified 
with the political history of Alaska for the past 12 
years, during which time has been the legally 
elected delegate to congress and spokesman of 
the people on congressional legislation.  During 
this period of time Wickersham is generally 
credited with making more friends and enemies 
than any other big man in the North.  Judge 
Wickersham is a man of tremendous mentality.  
Political friends of Judge Wickersham have 
sometimes marveled at his seemingly blunders. 
But, strange to say, in most instances these so-
called blunders have only increased his popularity, 
at the same time adding to his list of political 
enemies. 

Judge Wickersham is among the men who have 
helped write history in the North.  If the people of 
Alaska, by popular petition, secure his appointment 
as governor of Alaska, Judge Wickersham knows 
the Alaska Dispatch will do everything in its power 
to make his administration of the greatest possible 
advantage to Alaska and her people.  Some day 
the efforts of Judge Wickersham for Alaska will be 
inscribed in the rolls of the great Northland.  Judge 
Wickersham has been a vigorous, brainy champion 
of the new territory. 

Political opponents of Judge Wickersham should 
not underrate his influence at Washington. 
 
Am busy injuring about activities of Grigsby in 

J:\hist_docs\wickersham\ASL-MS0107-5-33.doc 



Alaska State Library - Historical Collections, PO Box 110571, Juneau AK 99811-0571 
Diary of James Wickersham. Dec. 2, 1920 to Jan. 1st [2nd]1922. 
MS 107 BOX 5 DIARY 33  
 

attempting to personally prejudice Members of 
Congress - Republicans - against me.  He has the 
active support of Dyer, of Mo. & Curry of Cal. & 
Bowers, but Johnson of Wash. advises me that 
Mann of Illinois is with me. 

Diary 33, 1921 
February 8 

-8th – 
Recd. telegram from Bob. Lavery, of Fairbanks, 
saying that Tom Marquam leaves there today for 
Washington D.C. with letters etc. - that he is 
expecting to line up with the Wash. delegation etc. 
and suggests that Gaustad can come on to offset 
Marquam if needed.  Am telegraphing him tonight 
suggesting that local candidates get Gaustad to 
come on with endorsements, etc.   
My friends on Com. on Elections will meet 
tomorrow evening to consider Report. Paul J. 
Rickert, of Fairbanks is here - he saw Senator Fall 
today & hopes to see Daugherty (Atty Genl) 
tomorrow.  I am assisting him quietly. 

Diary 33, 1921 
February 9 

-9- 
Feb 9, 1921  As usual. Letters from Dan - friendly 
enough.  Working with Dowell on Report in Contest 
Case. 

-10- 
As usual.  Long consultation with Dowell - he is too 
stupid to write a report - now asks me to write one 
on the Soldier vote & I must do so tomorrow. 

-11- 
Dowell has finally finished framing the Report in my 
case – dam ‘im! and find my majority at the election 
of Nov. 5, 19 to have been 38 over Sulzer!! 

Diary 33, 1921 
February 12 

February 12th  
[clipping] 

THE EVENING STAR, 
With Sunday Morning Edition. 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 
SATURDAY...February 12, 1921 
THEODORE W. NOYES.....Editor 

 
GRIGSBY LOSES DECISION 

Declared Not Entitled to Seat in 
House-Wickersham Wins. 

George B. Grigsby, democratic delegate from 
Alaska, is not entitled to his seat in the House, the 
elections committee reported today after long 
investigation.  T 

The committee held that James Wickersham, 
Republican, had been duly elected to serve in the 
present Congress, which expires March 4. 
 
The Mills of the Gods grind slow with emphasis on 
“slowly.” 
Dowell is the dullest and slowest judge I ever saw - 
he cannot fix his opinion in words nor decide finally 
on any fact of evidence.  I am much relieved that 
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he has finally been forced to sign and file this 
document, which he changed a hundred times first. 

Diary 33, 1921 
February 12 

12 
Received a telegram from John W. Frame, Juneau, 
today, saying  

Juneau, Alaska, Feb. 11th, 1921. 
James Wickersham.  Wash. D.C. 
Returned today secured five hundred Anchorage 
one hundred Valdes have complete testimony first 
Hasey trial. Shall I mail you or keep until your 
return. Hazelet had McBride start to Washington 
today.  

J. W. Frame. 
 
I am telegraphing Frame to send the Hasey papers 
at once & also all petitions.  Also sending 
substance Report Com. on Elections to Frame & to 
the Anchorage Times. 

Diary 33, 1921 
February 13 

-13th – 
[clipping] 
THE NEW YORK 
TIMES. SUNDAY FEBRYARY 13, 1921 

TO OUST ALASKA DELEGATE. 
House Committee Finds Grigsby, 
Democrat, Was Not Duly Elected. 

WASHINGTON, Feb. 12.- George B. Grigsby, 
Democratic delegate from Alaska, is not entitled to 
his seat in the House, the Elections Committee 
reported today after long investigation.  The 
committee held that James Wickersham, 
Republican, had been duly elected to serve in the 
present Congress, which expires March 4. 

The committee held that Grigsby had no legal 
right to sit in the House because he was elected at 
a special election called to fill a vacancy when no 
vacancy existed. 

In the 1918 election, Wickersham was opposed 
by Charles A. Sulzer, Democrat, who died before 
the canvass of the vote was announced. The 
Sulzer plurality was less than 40 on the face of 
returns and the certificate of election was issued in 
his name.  Grigsby was elected at a special 
election in which Wickersham was not a candidate. 
The latter made his fight on the ground that he 
should have been awarded the certificate which 
was issued to his opponent, then dead, and the 
committee sustained him, holding that Sulzer had 
not been duly elected. 
My friends here all seem quite pleased at Report 
Elections Com. 
 
[clipping] 

House Decision  
Gives Alaskan  
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Place 20 Days 
{Feb. 13, 1921  Herald, D.C.} 

Wickersham Wins Con- 
test as Term Draws 

To Close. 
The House Elections Committee yesterday decided 
that James Wickersham, Republican, is entitled to 
the seat of Alaskan delegate in the House, which 
has been held by George Grigsby, Democrat.   

The contested election has been pending for 
nearly two years and if the House decides to seat 
Wickersham he will only serve until March 4. 
 
Hazelet, McBride, Marquam, Ritchie & others are 
coming - I can imagine that Sutherland will be just 
as glad to see them as a boy is to feel a felon 
throbbing on his thumb!  He will be obliged to do 
something certain, then! what? 

Diary 33, 1921 
February 14 

-14- 
This morning I went over to call on Senator Willis to 
get him interested getting an interview for me with 
Senator Fall the new Sec. of Interior with Harding.  
It turned out that Daugherty - the proposed Atty 
General in Hardings Cabinet had just come in & 
was closeted with Senator Willis - who came out & 
advised me & asked me to wait for he wished to 
introduce me to Daugherty.  After half an hour I 
was called in and me - Mr. Daugherty who told me 
that Willis had told him something about the 
situation in Alaska - just then the Senate was 
called & Willis was compelled to go - & after a short 
talk D- said he wished to talk with me again soon - 
& for me to talk fully with Willis, etc. 

Diary 33, 1921 
February 14 

14th continued: 
Daugherty was very friendly, said he had visited 
Alaska some 5 or 5 years ago & wished to get un a 
party including the President in a year or two, and 
go again over the Govt. Railroad as soon as it is 
finished.  He was very cordial, and friendly & 
seems to have a correct view of Alaskan matters - 
from Senator, Willis. 
Wrote a letter to Col. J. J. Crossly, of Portland, 
Oregon, formerly U. S. Dist. Atty. at Fairbanks, 
asking him to prepare a statement - 3 copies - 
about Tom Marquam’s red-light activities at 
Fairbanks, - 1 for Pres. Harding and 1 each for 
Atty. Genl. & for myself - to be used before Senate 
on confirmation in the event that Marquam gets an 
Appt. as Judge 

Diary 33, 1921 
February 15 

Feb 15- 
[clipping] 
WASHINGTON TIMES, TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 
15, 1921 

U. S. To Pay Him  
Over $ 1,000 Day 
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Delegate Wickersham Will 
Draw Generous Salary 

If Seated. 
If James Wickersham takes his seat in the 

House, as a delegate from Alaska, before March 4, 
he will hand Uncle Sam a bill for approximately 
$17,000, besides nearly $5,000 more for clerk hire. 

That represents salary due him since March 4, 
1919, and mileage from Alaska - something over 
$1,000 a day for the few remaining days he will 
serve before March 4 next if the House votes to 
seat him. 

The House Committee on Elections, No. 3, has 
reported favorably a resolution directing Mr. 
Wickersham to take the seat that has been 
occupied by George B. Grigsby during the present 
Congress.  Grigsby has been drawing the pay, 
having been on active duty while the election 
contest has been pending since November, 1918. 

Although Wickersham has not held office he will 
be entitled to full pay and mileage provided the 
House adopts the resolution.  He would not be 
permitted to draw allowances for clerical hire. 
 
I do not like this sort of propaganda - it looks like 
my opponents are trying to create a basis of a fight 
against me on mere prejudice - since there is 
nothing else left for them - but I suppose if a 
precedent of that kind were once established it 
might hurt others than me - so possibly I am rather 
too timid. 
Letter from Dan Sutherland saying he will be here 
in a day or two. 

Diary 33, 1921 
February 16-17 

-16- 
Called at their offices and talked with Mondell, Rep. 
Majority leader, Mr. Mann, of Ill, Mr. Winslow of 
Mass, & Mr. Good, of Iowa, about consideration of 
the Report in Contested Election Case, before the 
House.  They are all friendly etc. but no time fixed. 
Kettleson, member Alaska Legislature arrived here 
today & will remain here till Sutherland comes, - 
tomorrow or next day. 

-17- 
Consulted with other friends in House about my 
case & am very uneasy - for I find some 
Republicans friendly to my opponent.  Lynn Smith 
of Ruby, & Tho. Kettleson, of Brooks, in the office 
visiting & waiting for Dan. 

Diary 33, 1921 
February 18-19 

-18- 
Very sick - in bed all day. An attack of biliousness 
& vomiting. 
During the day Sutherland, and my other friends, 

Lynn Smith, Theo Kettleson came over and spent 
an hour with me.  Sutherland was entirely friendly. 

-19th – 
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O’Connor of La. and Hudspeth of Tex. two of the 
three Demo. members of the minority on the  
Elections Com. No. 3 have prepared, signed & 
printed their Report - but there is trouble Rowan,  
of N. Y. City, is the third member of the minority he 
has prepared a long report, but neither of 
his compatriots will sign it, & he 

Diary 33, 1921 
February 19-20 

19 
did not before sending it to them.  and the Clerk will 
not print it- ands there is not unanimity among 
them.  It may be this is another scheme to get time, 
- if not it demonstrates a lack of unanimous action 
and want of agreement. Am notified that we may 
get it up for hearing on Tuesday. The Rep. 
members meet in the morning at Dowells office I 
am to be there. 

-20th – 
Sunday:  Com. on Elections in my case met in 
Dowells office today & arranged -for presenting my 
case to the House on Tuesday or Wednesday.  
Com. seems active and vigorous & are at work. 
Darrell came down over Sunday! 

Diary 33, 1921 
February 20 

20th continued: 
During the conversation in the Com. meeting Scott, 
of Mich, said “It is astonishing what a powerful 
propaganda the opponents of Wickersham have 
made - I myself received two letters from prominent 
men in my State asking me to oppose him in this 
Committee and support Mr. Grigsby - one of these 
letters was from Murfin, the attorney for Senator 
Newberry, of my State,” etc. 
To which Rep. Chindbloom, of Chicago (of the 
Com) responded: “But that was about a year ago, 
was it not?” and Scott answered, “Yes, it was,” 
whereupon Chindbloom, “Well, since that time Mr. 
Wickersham has rather eliminated himself from 
politics and they are (meaning the Big Interests) 
not so much interested in defeating him.” etc. 

Diary 33, 1921 
February 21 

-21st – 
A new feature is Public about Grigsbys 
propaganda and supporters - it is that he has been 
carrying on a Gambling & bootlegging social 
association in connection with certain Republican 
Congressmen, who are now giving him active 
support against me.  The “Poker Club” is the talk of 
the lobbies and may prove interesting to them - 
and to me also, for they are working openly for 
Grigsby!  
Dowell is quite worked up about the matter and is 
now a vigorous partisan in my favor, and is urging 
the Republican Organization to make it a party 
matter, but I do not think that will be Bone, though 
the Organization generally is supporting Dowell 
and the Committee in my favor! 
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-22nd – 
Nothing done in my case today - except the 
situation is getting rather more tense.  The 
Republicans in the Poker Club are being 
importuned to come into line - and some 
Democrats are inclined to resent the matter & 
some will vote for me - I hope to get as many 
Democratic votes at as George does Republican.  
The matter today is being pushed for action - but I 
fear it may not be reached tomorrow - is being 
used - in connection with the Penn. case of Parr as 
a sort of buffer to hold up bills which the 
Organization is opposing. 
Hubbard & other Alaskans are in the office & I am 
expecting others.  Petitions from Fairbanks to Pres. 
asking my appt. governor received today etc. 

Diary 33, 1921 
February 23 

-23d- 
Nothing new in Contest Case today except Elliott, 
M.C. of Conn. called me over to the House & said 
J. was working against us & that only Johnson of 
Wash. could get him to desist. 

Charlie Herron also “blew in” & told a story about 
having seen a letter written by “Senator” H. J. 
Tripp, at Seattle, to a representative salmon canner 
asking for contributions of $100 to $500, to assist 
McBride, in going to Washington to fight me - and 
get appointments to suit the salmon cannerymen!  
He repeated the story forcibly to Dan, - who seems 
to believe it to be true, as I do! 
McBride is expected in Wash. at once - Hazelet 
remains in Seattle - waiting for Marquam? 

Diary 33, 1921 
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-24- 
“Watchful waiting.”  Nothing Done in Contest case 
in House today.  My friends are making a bitter 
fight against Grigsby - & some Democrats are with 
me.  I Am more confident than a day or so ago. 

-25- 
Nothing new today - except the Contest could have 
been taken up, but Hudspeth was reported to be 
sick & unable to attend - so it went by its chance. 
Hubbard, of Juneau, Coppernoll, of Seward, 
Finnegan, of Seward, McCord are all here and 
reported that others are coming. 

-26- 
My case “missed fire” again today.  The Penn. 
case of Farr v. McLane, 
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February 26 

26 
& the Berger case were disposed of yesterday & 
Dowell tried to get my case up, - but other matters 
crowded us out till late this evening - when we 
were compelled to let it go over till Monday 
session, when we are promised the right of way. 
There seems to be a strong fight against me. At 
dinner this evening General Sherwood, M.C. of 
Ohio, came over to my table and told me he 
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wanted to get over tonight & vote for me - etc. 
There is a chance for a big fight against me - but 
my friends think we will win - but. 

Diary 33, 1921 
February 27-28 

-27th – 
Sunday - nothing doing - but am very anxious 
about the vote tomorrow - my enemies boast that 
they can defeat me - but I still doubt their ability to 
do it. 

-28th – 
My contested Election case came up today & we 
got a start for tomorrow. Dowell presented the 
matter, & O’Connor replied for Grigsby - Elliott 
spoke and Grigsby will open tomorrow, and I will 
follow. Other members of the Committee will take 
part, and it looks as if the Democrats are 
determined to make a bitter party fight on me. 

Diary 33, 1921 
February 28 

28 
Congressional Record. 

SIXTY-SIXTH CONGRESS, 
THIRD SESSION. 

WASHINGTON, MONDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 1921. 
Contested-Election Case of Vi- Against Sulzer and 

Grigsby. 
 
Mr. DOWELL. Mr. Speaker, I desire to call up 
privileged report, the contested election case from 
Alaska of James Wickersham-against Charles A. 
Sulzer and George B. Grigsby, and I desire to offer 
a resolution. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Iowa calls up 
a contested-election cased and submits a 
resolution, which the Clerk will report. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
Resolved, that Charles A. Sulzer was not elected 

a Delegate to the House of Representatives from 
the Territory of Alaska in this Congress, and 
George B . Grigsby, who is now occupying the seat 
made vacant by the death of said Sulzer, is not 
entitled to a seat herein. 

Resolved, That James Wickersham was duly 
elected a Delegate from the Territory of Alaska in 
this Congress and is entitled to a seat herein. 
Mr. KING. Mr. Speaker, a parliamentary inquiry. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. 
Mr. KING. I understand that Mr. Sulzer is dead.  
Can we act upon that matter here in the House 
when the Member is dead and gone? 
The SPEAKER. This is a contested-election case. 
which was referred to the committee and the 
committee has reported upon it. 
Mr. DOWELL.  May I inquire of the gentleman from 
Texas how much time is desired on that side? 
Mr. HUDSPETH. I have requests for enough time 
to make two hours and a half on this side.  Two 
years ago they consumed from two to three days in 
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the discussion of the case, and the record in this 
case is as voluminous as it was in that. 
My. DOWELL.  I appreciate that fact, but the 
condition of the calendar is such that we will be 
unable to get that much time. 
Mr. HUDSPETH. The requests that I have will 
amount to more than that time.  How much time 
does the gentleman expect to use on that side? 
Mr. DOWELL. The same time as gentlemen use on 
that side. 
Mr. HUDSPETH. Well, I will be willing to agree on 
five hours. 
Mr. DOWELL. We must close this case up in a 
short time, as other matters are pressing.  We must 
get through it as soon as possible. 
Mr. MONDELL. Will the gentleman yield? 
Mr. DOWELL. Yes. 
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Mr. MONDELL. I was under the impression that 

this case could be disposed of in two hours - one 
hour on a side. 

Mr. HUDSPETH. I would state that the record in 
this case comprises 800 pages, and I do not think 
you can discus it in 30 minutes. 

Mr. MONDELL. One hour on each side is 
suggested. 

Mr. HUDSPETH. I certainly would like to have a 
half an hour and my colleague [Mr. O’CONNELL] 
would like a half an hour. 

Mr. MONDELL. If we had an abundance of time 
we would be delighted to hear the gentlemen at 
length; unfortunately we are close to the end of the 
session. 

Mr. HUDSPETH. I appreciate that, but in order to 
do justice to this case I do not think we should 
have less than two hours on a side. 

Mr. DLOWELL. Can not the gentlemen get along 
with one hour on that side? 

Mr. HUDSPETH. I do not think so. 
Mr. DOWELL. We have more to talk on this side 

than you have on that side, but, in order to facilitate 
matters, I am willing to get through with it in an 
hour on this side, because I know the pressure 
there is for other matter and I think this case should 
be completed as soon as possible. Can not the 
gentleman get along with one hour? 

Mr. HUDSPETH. No; I would not attempt to 
discuss the case and present it to the House under 
30 minutes. I assume that the House wants to hear 
the facts, and I am going to try and give them to 
the House so that they can pass on it intelligently. 

Mr. MONDELL. The gentleman will certainly be 
able to cover the case in an hour and a half? 

Mr. HUDSPETH. As I said to the gentleman from 
Iowa, I noticed that two years ago they consumed 
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three days in the discussion of the case. 
Mr. MONDELL. We then had plenty of time; but 

the gentle man realizes that we are within three 
days of the end of the session, with some 
appropriation bills to be considered.  The 
gentleman realizes that it is necessary that we 
shall reduce the time on this matter as much as 
possible. 

Mr. HUDSPETH. I appreciate that. I want to 
curtail the time as much as possible, and am willing 
to take two hours on this side. 

Mr. MONDELL. An hour and a half. I realize that 
we can not conclude this matter to-day, and if we 
give any further time, I think the gentleman ought 
to be able to get along on an hour and a half. 

Mr. HUDSPETH.  If we had an hour and a half on 
a side we could not conclude to-day. 

Mr. MONDELL.  No; we can not conclude to-day. 
Mr. HUDSPETH.  Then, why not give us more 

than an hour and a half? 
Mr. MONDELL.  Because we have a number of 

important matters coming up to-morrow; we have a 
caucus to-night, so tat we can not run beyond 6 
o’clock. 

Mr. HUDSPETH.  I have conferred with my 
colleagues, and they do not think we can get 
through in an hour and a half. 

Mr. MONDELL.  I do not see how we can make it 
a longer time than an hour and a half, and I think 
under the circumstances that is very liberal. 

Mr. GARD.  Is it the purpose of the gentleman 
that we should have a night session to-morrow 
night? 

Mr. MONDELL.  It is, if we have business 
requiring it, and I think we will.  We have a great 
deal of business left. 

Mr. GARD. I suggest that we go on with this case 
this afternoon and again to-morrow night. 

Mr. FIELDS. Is this proposition for an hour and a 
half on each side? 

Mr. MONDELL. Yes. 
Mr. HUDSPETH. Well, I do not think it a sufficient 

time but if it is agreeable to others I will accept. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Iowa asks 
unanimous consent that the time be limited to three 
hours, one hour had a half on each side, one-half 
to be controlled by himself and one-half by the 
gentleman from Texas [Mr. HUDSPETH]; is there 
objection? 
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Mr. FERRIS. Reserving the right to object, I do 

not think you will have changed a single vote by 
these long speeches. There are some other 
matters which have been waiting for weeks and 
months more important than this. I do not think at 
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this late day that we ought to have three hours of 
debate on an election case. 

Mr. MONDELL.  I agree with the gentleman fully; 
but we want to be reasonable even at this late day 
in the session. 

Mr. FERRIS.  I call attention to the fact that there 
has been a great exercise of patience on bills 
which are much more important, involving an entire 
people and an entire State, of vital interest to our 
State.  We can pass it in 20 minutes, but we can 
not get the 20 minutes. 

Mr. MONDELL.  Well if the gentleman insists, we 
may move the previous question within the hour. 

Mr. MANN of Illinois.  You might try it, but you will 
fail; you can not throw a man out of the House 
without giving him a chance to be heard.  It will not 
work. 

Mr. MONDELL.  I think the gentleman ought to 
agree to three hours. 

Mr. COLLIER.  That is an hour and a half on 
each side? 

Mr. MONDELL.  Yes.  A bill in which the 
gentleman from Oklahoma [Mr. FERRIS] is vitally 
interested, and in which we are all interested, I 
think, will follow this. 

Mr. FERRIS.  Would not the majority leader 
consent to let a bill be sandwiched in somewhere, 
under suspension, that would not take over 20 
minutes. 

Mr. DOWELL.  Consent will not be given that any 
bill come in front of this contested-election case. 

Mr. FERRIS.  I do not want to stand in the 
attitude of making an objection. 

Mr. MANN of Illinois.  Objection will not do any 
good; it would not shorten the time. 

Mr. FERRIS.  It might. 
Mr. MANN of Illinois.  Oh, no. 
The SPEAKER.  Is there objection? 
Mr. COLLIER.  Mr. Speaker, I think this is a 

matter of great importance to the people who are 
interested, and that an hour and a half on a side is 
not asking too much. 

Mr. HUDSPETH.  They have agreed to that. 
Mr. DOWELL. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous 

consent that the time be limited to three hours, 
one-half to be controlled by the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. Hudspeth) and one-half by myself; that 
the gentleman from Texas be permitted to yield a 
part of his time to the contestee, Mr. Grigsby, and 
that I be permitted to yield a part of my time to the 
contestant, Mr. WICKERSHAM, and that at the end 
of the time allotted the previous question shall be 
considered as ordered. 

Mr. MANN of Illinois.  And that meanwhile the 
gentleman from Texas have permission to offer a 
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substitute.  Of course, he has that right anyway. 
The SPEAKER.   Is there objection? 

Mr. McCLINTIC.  Mr. Speaker, reserving the right 
to object, does the gentleman intend to continue 
this to-morrow, until it is concluded? 

Mr. DOWELL. Yes. 
Mr. MANN of Illinois.  There might be conference 

reports come in, or a suspension of the rules. 
Mr. GARD.  Mr. Speaker, a parliamentary inquiry. 
The SPEAKER.  The gentleman will state it. 
Mr. GARD.  What is the proper time for the 

gentleman from Texas to offer a substitute? 
The SPEAKER.  The Chair is of the same 

opinion just expressed by the gentleman from 
Illinois [Mr. MANN] that he has the right to offer it at 
any time before the previous question is ordered. 

Mr. DOWELL.  The previous question will also be 
considered as ordered on any amendment or 
substitute? 

The SPEAKER.  Certainly.  Is there objection?  
[After a pause.]  The Chair hears none and it is so 
ordered. 

Mr. HUDSPETH. Mr. Speaker, I offer the 
following substitute which I sent to the desk and 
ask to have read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
Resolved, That James Wickersham was not 

elected a Delegate to the Sixty-sixth Congress 
from the Territory of Alaska, and is not entitled to a 
seat in said Congress. 
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Resolved, That Charles A. Sulzer was duly 

elected a Delegate from the Territory of Alaska to 
the Sixth-sixth Congress and that said Charles A. 
Sulzer having died, and George B. Grigsby having 
been elected at a special election as a Delegate 
from the Territory of Alaska, and having been 
sworn in as a member of the House of 
Representatives on July 1, 1920, that the said 
Grigsby is entitled to retain his seat therein. 

[Mr. DOWELL addressed the House.  His 
remarks will appear hereafter.] 

The SPEAKER pro tempore.  The gentleman has 
occupied 35 minutes.  The gentleman form Texas 
[Mr. HUDSPETH] is recognized. 

Mr. HUDSPETH.  Mr. Speaker, I yield 15 minutes 
to the gentleman from Louisiana [Mr. O’CONNOR]. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore.  The gentleman 
from Louisiana is recognized for 15 minutes. 

[Mr. O’CONNOR addressed the House.  His 
remarks will appear hereafter.] 

Mr. DOWELL.  Mr. Speaker, I will ask the 
gentleman from Texas to use some of his time 
now. 

Mr. DOWELL.  I suggest that he speak now. 
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Mr. O’CONNOR.  Mr. Speaker, a parliamentary 
inquiry. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. Hicks).  The 
gentleman will state it. 

Mr. O’CONNOR.  Has not the contestee the right 
to close the discussion of this resolution? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore.  The Chair will state 
to the gentleman from Louisiana that if he will allow 
the Chair to look up a precedent, he will reply to 
him in a few moments. 

Mr. O’CONNOR.  I think the Chair will find that in 
the Tague-Fitzgerald case it was held that the 
contestee has the right to close. 

Mr. DOWELL.  Mr. Speaker, I yield 10 minutes to 
the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. Elliot]. 

Mr. ELLIOTT. Mr. Speaker and gentlemen of the 
House of Republicans we are nearing the end of 
one of the longest and most tedious cases that it 
has ever been my luck to help try.  I have not time 
in 10 minutes to go into this matter very 
extensively, but during that time I am going to 
confine my attention to the individual frauds in 
Alaska. 

It has been stated to you that the law in Alaska, 
as passed by this Congress, requires everyone 
who desires to vote to reside in the precinct where 
he desires to vote for at least 30 days prior to the 
election. It has also been stated to you that the 
Alaskan Legislature, in violation of that act, and 
without any delegation of authority of Congress, 
passed a law allowing anybody to vote in 
any precinct in the judicial division in which he had 
lived.  In other words, if he lived in one precinct in 
the judicial division and he was at some other 
precinct in that division on election day, he could 
vote there.  Mr. Grigsby who was the attorney 
general of Alaska, in a well-written 
opinion to the governor of Alaska, the man who 
was chairman of the board of canvassers in 
Alaska, held that when the Alaskan Legislature 
passed that act, they were without the power to do 
it and the act was void.  Consequently it left the 
voter in the position that he had to be a resident of 
the precinct for 30 days before he could vote. 

In looking over these votes the committee 
carefully studied the evidence in regard to the 
individual vote and we found that 19 people had 
voted in the wrong precinct, and that they had 
voted for Sulzer.  Among those was Mr. Sulzer 
himself.  Mr. Sulzer had a legal residence in a 
place they call Sulzer.  On the morning of the 
election he showed up at a place called Ketchikan. 
The evidence showed that he offered to vote at 
that place and was challenged, that he was told 
that he could vote if he would make an affidavit that 
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he had been a resident of the precinct for 30 days.  
This he refused to do, and he moved on down to a 
little place further down the hill that they call 
Charcoal Point, and there he found an election 
board that was more in sympathy with him, and 
there he cast his vote in violation of the law of 
Alaska.  I am not surprised that other people 
violated the law up there, when the candidate 
himself violated it. 
Mr. CHINDBLOM. Mr. Speaker, will the gentleman 

yield for a suggestion? 
Diary 33, 1921 
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Mr. ELLIOT. Yes. 
Mr. CHINDBLOM.  Charcoal Point is 50 miles 

from Sulzer. 
Mr. ELLIOT.  Yes; both of these places are far 

removed from Sulzer.  Several voters showed up at 
precincts in Alaska on the morning boat.  They 
never had resided in these places.  They got off the 
boat and went up to the election booths and voted.  
I do not say that they voted corruptly, because they 
thought this law, this illegal act of the Legislature of 
Alaska, was in force, allowing them to vote. 

Mr. LINTHICUM.  Mr. Speaker, will the 
gentleman yield? 

Mr. ELLIOT. Yes. 
Mr. LINTHICUM. Was the opinion of the Attorney 
General written before or after the election? Mr. 
ELLIOTT. After the election. 
Mr. CHINDBLOM.  But before this election. 
Mr. ELLIOT.  No; it was when they were counting 
these ballots. 
Mr. LINTHICUM.  Was it rendered before or after 
the November election when Mr. Sulzer was a 
candidate? 
Mr. ELLIOTT. it was rendered in 1919 when they 

were counting the ballots. The election was held in 
November, 1918, and the ballots were not counted 
and disposed of until the next April. It was 
sometime during the time they were counting the 
ballots that Mr. Grigsby rendered this opinion to the 
governor, who was the chairman of the board of 
canvassers. 

Mr. LINTHICUM. Then when Mr. Sulzer voted in 
November it was before this opinion had been 
rendered, and he was presumed to be within his 
rights until the opinion which came after that time. 

Mr. ELLIOT.  Mr. Grigsby was not in this election. 
Mr. LINTHICUM.  I know, but the gentleman said 

that Mr. Sulzer voted and that he ought not to have 
voted, and what could you expect other people to 
do, if the opinion was not rendered until after that 
time?  Then the law presumed to be in force. 

Mr. ELLIOTT.  Well, it does not make any 
difference whether it was presumed to be or not; it 
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was not and it was illegal. 
Mr. LINTHICUM.  The law was on the statute 

books- 
Mr. ELLIOTT.  I do not yield for an argument in 

my time. 
Mr. LINTHICUM.  I wanted to show he did not do 

a wrong act. 
Mr. ELLIOTT.  I made the statement Mr. Sulzer 

voted in that precinct and he voted in a precinct 50 
miles from where he lived, and I said Mr. Grigsby, 
as attorney general of Alaska, in deciding on this 
case, said, in a written opinion, and a well written 
opinion, that the law was illegal, and consequently 
all of those people who voted out of their precincts 
upon the theory they had the right to vote in a 
judicial division cast illegal votes. 

Mr. YATES. The date of the opinion is given as 
of Feb- 12, 1919. Is that right. 

Mr. ELLIOTT. That is right. Now, all of those 
people who voted illegally did not vote for Sulzer. 
We threw out 10 votes of men whom we found had 
voted for Wickersham, and when we got through 
we cast out 19 of these ballots for Sulzer and 10 
for Wickersham.  Now, in addition to that there 
were three people who lived at Valdez Bay precinct 
and voted over at Valdez. There was no question 
about their voting illegally, but the question came 
up how they voted, and the evidence does not 
show how they voted, so we had, under the rules 
laid down by this House in other election cases, to 
apportion this vote.  Now, in the election in that 
precinct Connolly received 80 votes - he was the 
Socialists’ candidate - Sulzer 180 votes, and 
James Wickersham 66 votes; so in apportioning 
those three votes we apportioned two of them 
against Sulzer and 1 against Wickersham, and that 
was as near as we could come to complying with 
the rule of apportionment in the vote cast. 

Mr. STEVENSON. Will the gentleman yield? 
Mr. ELLIOTT. I will. 
Mr. STEVESNON. I want to ascertain these 

people had voted at their home precinct were 
qualified to vote there? 

Mr. ELLIOTT. If they had voted in their own 
precinct, they would have been. 
Mr. STEVENSON. They were simply thrown out 

because they voted in the wrong precinct? 
Diary 33, 1921 
February 28 

28 
Mr. ELLIOTT. Now, here is another of these 

individual votes we threw out 21 for Sulzer and 11 
for Wickersham, making a net gain for Wickersham 
of 10 votes. Now, there were some other peculiar 
things in this election.  Over at Chickaloon precinct 
there was a man there by the name of John Probst. 
His evidence shows that he came to that precinct 
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along in the afternoon between 2 and 3 o’clock and 
asked permission to vote, and they told him that he 
could not vote because the election board had 
taken the ballot box and books and had gone up 
the creek about a thousand feet to get the vote of a 
man who was sick with the flu.  He testified that he 
was there ready and willing to vote for Mr. 
Wickersham, but by reason of the fact that this 
board, in violation of the law, had taken the election 
supplies and gone up the creek a thousand feet 
away from the polls that he was not permitted to 
vote, and consequently he lost the right to vote for 
Wickersham. 
Now, there was the situation there, a very plain 
illegal act.  So far as we know the rest of the 
people who voted in that district voted legally.  The 
committee had no desire to disenfranchise any of 
those people.  As we could not find out how the 
sick man voted up the creek, we could not throw 
his vote out; had we thrown out the whole precinct 
on account of the illegal act of the election board in 
leaving the election Precinct with their books and 
tally papers, it would have resulted in a net loss of 
10 votes for Sulzer, but justice compelled us to the 
conclusion that 11- was entitled to this vote, and 
rather than throw out the whole precinct we 
counted the vote for him. [Applause] 
The SPEAKER pro tempore.  The time of the 
gentleman has expired. 
Mr. HUDSPETH.  Mr. Speaker.  I yielded five 
minutes to the gentleman from Maryland [Mr. 
LINTHICUM] 

Mr. LINTHICUM. Mr. Speaker, I had not intended 
to say anything in this matter, because I am not on 
the committee, but when fraud is alleged in this 
election it seems to me somebody ought to 
contradict that statement.  The majority report, as 
submitted, proposes to seat Judge Wickersham 
mainly upon three points.  First, that the election in 
one Precinct was held at 5 o’clock in the morning 
instead of 8 o’clock, as prescribed by law.  We all 
know that in November it is not daylight until way 
late in the morning.  These men had to go to a 
certain point which they had to make during the 
daytime, and if they wanted to make it during the 
light hours and not lose the trail, they had to have 
the election early. 

Now, I appeal to any common-sense people 
whether that was not the best thing to do. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Washington.  Will the 
gentleman yield? It is dark all day in that part of 
Alaska. 

Mr. LINTHICUM.  I rather thought so myself, but I 
did not want to make that statement.  Now, what 
would appeal to the ordinary citizen living up there 
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in Alaska? Would it not be to say, “Boys, there are 
only about 18 of us here; let us vote now, and then 
we can proceed on our journey.”  And the 
consequence was they took the ballot box and all 
hands voted, and they took the ballot box to one 
man who was not there and gave him a chance to 
vote. So every man in the camp who wanted to 
vote did vote, at 5 o’clock instead of 8 o’clock, 
because they wanted to proceed on their journey. 
There was no charge whatever as to any fraud in 
this nor even the intention or semblance of fraud. 

Mr. CHINDBLOM. Will the gentleman yield? 
Mr. LINTHICUM. No; I can not.  I have only five 

minutes.  Was not that a fair, honorable, and just 
proposition?  Now, then, what is the next 
proposition?  There was a law passed by the 
Alaska Legislature which said to the voters in this 
Territory of 600,000 square miles, “If you are away 
down there 200 or 500 miles from your polling 
place and you can prove you are a citizen, you can 
vote down there.”  And Sulzer and 16 others, I 
believe it was found themselves away from their 
precinct, and they voted in the place where they 
were, which they had a perfect right, as they 
thought, to do under the law which had been 
passed by the legislature.  But later, in February, 
1919, about three months after the election, the 
Attorney General said the law was unconstitutional.  
Therefore the votes cast outside the home precinct 
are all thrown out.  This act is said to have 
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been illegal; that they ought not to have voted 
outside their own precinct; and that it was against 
the rules of the election laws.  But these men 
thought they were doing the right thing and were 
within the law until it had been construed by the 
Attorney General to be unconstitutional.  And yet 
you not alone throw their votes out but you charge 
them with fraud, and charge Mr. Sulzer with fraud 
for so voting.  How were any of them to know that 
the law is not constitutional? 

And coming now to this contest, what I am 
particularly interested in is this. Here you have Mr. 
Wickersham, who comes here and contests the 
election of a man who is dead.  He comes the 
second time.  He contested in the last Congress, if 
you remember.  He was seated and served only 
about one week and we paid him $15,000 salary 
and several thousand dollars mileage and clerk 
hire, and gave him all his expenses and he went a 
way from here with a very goodly sum of money for 
services of about one week.  Now he comes to us 
with another contest for the Sixty-sixth Congress. 

Mr. RICKETS. The gentleman will not say if he 
was legally entitled to the money, according to the 
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rules of this House, that he would want to deprive 
him of what belonged to him? 

Mr. LINTHICUM. No; this House seated him, and 
when he was so seated he was entitled to it. 

The Speaker.  The time of the gentleman has 
expired. 

Mr. LINTHICUM. Can the gentleman yield to me 
two minutes more? 

Mr. HUDSPETH.  I can not.  I have not the time. 
Mr. HUDSPETH. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 

yield one more minute to the gentleman from 
Maryland. He wanted to finish his statement. 

Mr. LINTHICUM. Mr. Speaker, as I was saying, 
after that last contest the gentleman served only 
about one week and we gave him those funds.  
Here he comes into the House again with another 
contest and a majority report within five days of the 
termination of the session favors his seating when 
his contestant, Mr. Sulzer, is dead and a special 
election by which another Mr. Grigsby, has been 
elected from Alaska, and has received the salary 
and performed the duties. 
We are asked to unseat Mr. Grigsby, seat Mr. 
Wickersham, pay him $15,000 for five days for this 
Congress and his mileage and such other 
emoluments as go with the office. I contend that he 
was not elected, and in the present financial stress 
of this country we just go slow; the man who has 
not performed the services is not entitled to any 
gratuity from the House of Republicans unless his 
election was certain beyond doubt, aid I protest 
against it at this time. This is a time to be just but 
not generous. [Applause on the Democratic side.] 
The SPEAKER pro tempore.  The time of the 
gentleman from Maryland has again expired. 
Mr. DOWELL.   Mr. Speaker, I yield five minutes to 
the gentleman from Missouri [Mr. Hayes]. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore.  The gentleman from 
Missouri is recognized for five minutes. 
[Mr. HAYS addressed the House.  His remarks will 
appear. hereafter.] 
Mr. HUDSPETH.  Mr. Speaker, how does the time 
stand? 
The SPEAKER.  The gentleman from Texas has 
64 minutes and the gentleman from Iowa has 40 
minutes remaining. 
Mr. RAYBURN.  Mr. Speaker, I am going to make 
a point of no quorum. 
Mr. DOWELL.  Did not the gentleman from Texas 
say he would use 20 minutes to-night and the rest 
in the morning? 
Mr. HUDSPETH.  I would very much prefer to use 
all of my time at once. 
Mr. LINTHICUM.  Mr. Speaker, I move that the 
House do now adjourn. 
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Mr. MONDELL.  Will the gentleman withhold that a 
moment? 
Mr. LINTHICUM.  Certainly. 

ADJOURNMENT. 
Mr. DOWELL.  Mr. Speaker, I move that the House 
do now adjourn. 
The motion was agreed to; accordingly (at 5 
o’clock and 13 minutes p.m.) the House adjourned 
until Tuesday, March 1, 1921, at 10:30 a.m. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

TUESDAY, March 1, 1921. 
The House met at 10:30 a.m. 
CONTESTED-ELECTION CASE OF 
WICKERSHAM AGAINST SULZER AND 
GRIGSBY. 
Mr. DOWELL.  Mr. Speaker, I call up the 
contested-election case of Wickersham against 
Sulzer and Grigsby. 
Mr. HUDSPETH.  Mr. Speaker, I yield 30 minutes 
to the gentleman from Alaska [Mr. Grigsby]. 
Mr. GRIGSBY.  Mr. Speaker, I make a point of 
order that no quorum is present. 
The SPEAKER.  Evidently there is no quorum 
present. 
Mr. MONDELL.  Mr. Speaker, I move a call of the 
House. 
The motion was agreed to. 
The doors were closed and the Sergeant at Arms 
was directed to notify absentees. 
The Clerk called the roll, and the following 
Members failed to answer to their names: 

[Roll No. 135.] [list of 132 members] 
The SPEAKER.  Two hundred and ninety-eight 
Members have answered to their names, a 
quorum. 
Mr. MONDELL.  Mr. Speaker, I move to dispense 
with further proceedings under the call. 
The motion was agreed to. 
The doors were opened. 
Mr. HUDSPETH.  Mr. Speaker, I yield 30 minutes 
to the gentleman from Alaska [Mr. GRIGSBY]. 

Mr. GRIGSBY. Mr. Speaker and gentlemen of 
the House, I can not hope to analyze the testimony 
in this case in the brief time which has been 
allotted to me.  It is contained in a record of 840 
pages.  It required an argument of 24 hours before 
the Elections Committee, 12 hours on a side, and 
at that two-thirds of them do not know anything 
about the case yet.  I am simply going to discuss 
some of the features of this case and point out to 
you the way the case came up.  Some of you do 
not know anything about it and naturally could not 
be expected to. 
Charles A. Sulzer was elected Delegate to this 
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Congress from Alaska on November 5, 1913, by 33 
votes on the face of the returns. Mr. Wickersham, 
the contestant, when he came down here to 
inaugurate his contest contended that if there lad 
not been fraud in the canvass of those votes by the 
canvassing board, consisting of the governor and 
other officials of the Territory, a true count of those 
votes would have made a change of 40 and have 
entitled him to the certificate; but your Elections 
Committee made a recount of every ballot cast at 
that 
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election, resulting in a change of 2 votes, leaving 
Mr. Sulzer still with a majority of 31 on the face of 
the returns.  
Mr. CHINDBLOM.  Mr. Speaker, will the gentleman 
yield? 
Mr. GRIGSBY.  Yes. 
Mr. CHINDBLOM.  The gentleman does not mean 
to say that there was a recount of all of the ballots? 
Mr. GRIGSBY.  I do. 
Mr. CHINDBLOM.  Why no.  The gentleman knows 
that there was only an examination of the rejected 
ballots.  The gentleman from Texas [Mr. 
HUDSPETH] will agree with me on that. 
Mr. GRIGSBY.  I can not yield to the gentleman, I 
have only 30 minutes.  I know that on the point on 
which Mr. Wickersham said the change would be 
made, you found a change of 2 ballots, and you 
found that Mr. Sulzer was elected by 31 votes. 
Mr. HUDSPETH.  Wherever there was any 
question about the ballots there was a recount of 
every ballot. 
Mr. GRIGSBY.  Yes.  Mr. Speaker, I do not want 
any more interruptions in my time from anyone.  
When this canvass was made by the canvassing 
board in January or February of the following year, 
the canvassing board had no alternative under the 
law but to issue a certificate of election to Mr. 
Sulzer, and no one can dispute that statement. 
About the time the certificate was issued to him he 
died.  His death caused a vacancy, and under the 
law of Congress it became the duty of the governor 
of Alaska to call a special election.  He had to call 
it; he had no alternative; he could have been 
mandamused to call it.  There was a vacancy in the 
office.  He did call an election.  I was nominated to 
run as the Democratic candidate at that election.  
There was a labor candidate put up.  The returns 
came in at that election from 144 precincts out of 
164, in the whole of Alaska, and I was elected by a 
majority of 1,277 votes in an election duly and 
legally called, and when the gentleman from 
Missouri [Mr. HAYES] gets up here and says that I 
am standing in anybody’s shoes and not in my own 
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shoes as a Member of this House he says what is 
not so. 

I was elected by the people of Alaska.  It may be 
that some time in the remote past political 
exigencies required a rule which would allow a 
man to sit idly by for two years and refuse to run 
and put his community to the trouble of going to the 
expense of an election, making his population walk 
thousands of miles to vote, and then come in here 
on the last day of the session and make his 
biennial descent on the Treasury of the United 
States.  [Applause on Democratic side.]  If I had 
time, I would take this report of this committee 
ands make them ashamed of every word init.  
There is not a member of the committee who is 
responsible for this majority report who can meet 
me anywhere in public debate and justify it.  Why, 
they do not give the name of a single illegal whose 
vote they cast out.  One of them came up here 
yesterday with a little list of the illegal votes that 
they say they cast out in order to sustain these 
findings, and whom did he mention as one of these 
illegal voters whose vote is cast out?  The hon. 
Charles A. Sulzer.  Mr. Sulzer is the late Delegate 
to Congress, and he died before any testimony 
was taken in this case.  His mouth is closed.  I 
have concede for the sake of his everlasting good 
name that he did not vote for Mr. Wickersham.  
[Laughter and applause.]  This House does not 
need to take my concession, and I say that if this 
committee is so hard up to find illegal votes to cast 
out in order to give this man his $21,000 that they 
have to go and cast out the vote of the candidate 
himself who is dead, then they have got a pretty 
weak case. 
This committee knowingly or unknowingly has 

violated every rule of conducting election contests.  
There are three rules which the House has laid 
down in case after case in respect to election 
contests.  One of them is that every presumption 
and intendment of the law is indulged in favor of 
the right of suffrage.  Every vote is sustained if it 
possibly can be sustained.  Another is tat every 
presumption is indulged in favor of the sitting 
Member.   The third is, and it obtains not only in 
election contests but in every kind of legal 
proceeding, that every presumption is indulged in 
favor of a dead man.  This contestant is attacking 
the title of a dead man. 
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But he should not come in here and ask to be 

seated on the strength of a report that does not 
clearly prove by itself that he is entitled to prevail.  
Now, I say that instead of indulging these 
presumptions in favor of a dead man and in favor 
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of the right of suffrage and in favor of the sitting 
Member, they have pursued exactly the opposite 
course in every contention in this case.  They have 
thrown out the vote of Charles A. Sulzer, who 
voted in Ketchikan instead of down at Sulzer, 
under the Territorial law, on the presumption that 
he voted for himself.  They threw out the vote of his 
private secretary who came down there from 
Fairbanks.  Now, if I am wrong about that, tell me 
what votes you did throw out, because I have 
never been informed and you do not name one of 
them, but there were between 21 and 25 alleged 
illegal individual votes and you must have thrown 
out some of them because you threw out 21.  I 
conceded 13 of them.  I can name you 12 that I 
can analyze that you can not get a vote on your 
side in favor of throwing out.  Steve Reagan, the 
assistant United States attorney at Ketchikan, and 
his wife- 

Mr. CHINDBLOM.  They were not thrown out. 
Mr. GRIGSBY.  All right.  What was thrown out?  

Give me your list please.  [Applause on the 
Democratic side.] 

Mr. DOWELL.  Read them. 
Mr. GRIGSBY.  All right.  Here is William Semar 

and Mrs. Semar thrown out.  There is not any 
evidence in the case to show how they voted?  
What is the evidence in the case to show how they 
voted-William Semar and Mrs. Semar?  I have 
examined the record in reference to these two 
votes and have not found a line of evidence of any 
kind in reference to how William Semar and Mrs. 
Semar voted, unless it was because they went up 
to the polls in company with people who were 
thought to be Sulzer supporters.  You have thrown 
out the vote here of Mrs. Kinkaid, and I do recollect 
in her testimony she testified she did not remember 
how she voted; does not know to-day.  Her 
husband voted for Sulzer, but she said she did not 
know how she voted.  Bert Heath, a young 
Ketchikan boy, was away from home six years 
wandering during his minority.  He came back and 
lived with his father at his father’s house, and there 
was some question as to his legal residence.  I 
concede that.  The only evidence as to how he 
voted was that his father said he thought that 
young Heath voted for Sulzer.  Is not that true? 

Mr. KEARNS.  Will the gentleman yield? 
Mr. GRIGSBY.  Yes, sir. 
Mr. KEARNS.  Had this young man during the six 

years’ absence voted at any place else? 
Mr. GRIGSBY.  I do not know.  There is no 
evidence of whether he did or not, here is the 
damning paper, and you have thrown out his vote, 
and you have not a line of evidence how he voted 
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except that his father said that he thought the rest 
of the family voted for Sulzer.  If you have any 
more evidence, state it.  [Applause on the 
Democratic side.]  If this vote were the deciding 
vote in this contest, which it might be, are you 
going to pay this contestant $21,000 on that kind of 
evidence?  That is as strong a case as you have of 
the individual illegal votes.  J.C. Cochran lived in 
Ketchikan for years up until shortly before this 
election in question.  He was appointed lighthouse 
keeper at Lincoln Rock, which is 30 or 40 miles 
from Ketchikan and outside of Ketchikan recording 
district.  He never lived anywhere else except in 
Ketchikan, in Alaska, as far as the evidence shows.  
On election day he left the rock out in the sea, 
where he was stationed, and returned to his home 
in Ketchikan and voted.  You threw out his vote 
because he voted in the wrong precinct and said 
he ought to have voted at Wrangell, where he had 
never been in his life, simply because this 
lighthouse where he was officially stationed came 
within the boundaries of the Wrangell precinct.   
There is another vote you have thrown out.  Now, 
there are lots more of them, but I am not going to 
discuss any more individual votes.  I can go on and 
show  that I have a stronger case in respect to 16 
votes that you did not allow me, and name them.  
You allowed me 11 votes.  I can show votes you 
have ignored in your report.  But what about all this 
voting in the wrong precincts?  A Territorial law 
was passed in 1915 by the Territorial Legislature. 
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It was so inconvenient to the population in Alaska 

to compel them to leave their mining business and 
their fishing business and other occupations to go 
50 or 100 or 200 miles to the home precinct to vote 
that the legislature passed a law stating that they 
could vote in any precinct in the division in which 
they lived, and there are four divisions in Alaska.  
That law was passed in 1915, and it is true I 
rendered an opinion that the legislature exceeded 
its powers in passing that act, but you have put a 
section in the organic act that says that when the 
legislature passes laws at the session of the 
legislature they shall be submitted to Congress, 
and if disapproved by Congress they shall be null 
and of no effect.  That law was passed in 1915, 
when Mr. Wickersham was sitting in Congress, and 
he knew what the law was, because he was 
present at that legislature, and he ran Under that 
law in 1916, and, according to the evidence in this 
case received several hundred votes cast by 
persons in wrong precincts in 1916. He served in 
this Congress from 1915 down to the spring of 
1919.  Did he ever ask Congress to disapprove 
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that legislative act? No; he ran under that act.  My 
successor, who is sitting here to-day and who is a 
resident of the fourth division, came down from 
Nome in 1916, just 30 days in the division, and 
voted for Wickersham, as did 200 others.  Now, 
does it lie in this man’s mouth, who has allowed the 
people of Alaska to imagine they had the right to 
make their own election laws, to come down here 
now and try to grab off this lump sum on a 
technicality?  Is there any equity in this case? 

Now, I want to talk a little about the soldier vote.  
This committee, for whom I have the highest 
respect as individuals, but not as lawyers or 
judges, has thrown out 44 soldier votes.  They do 
not name them.  They do tell where they enlisted at 
various places in the States, but they omit to 
mention that nearly all of them also reenlisted in 
Alaska.  They do not draw any distinction between 
any of these soldiers.  They place them all in the 
class of soldiers in the Regular Army of the United 
States who are transferred to a locality and 
stationed there, and have no status in that locality 
except as soldiers, and then throw them out 
wholesale. 

And, in the first place, they make a mistake 
numerically.  They say that of the soldier vote in 
1918 Wickersham received 5 votes, Sulzer 
received 24 votes, and 16 of them refused to 
testify; that of the votes of the ones where the 
testimony showed for whom they voted there 
should be deducted a net of 19.  There were only 
16 soldiers who testified how they voted.  Five of 
them testified they voted for Wickersham; 11 of 
them testified they voted for Sulzer.  Of the 11 that 
testified they voted for Sulzer, 4 of them were legal 
voters in Alaska, having reenlisted there.  One of 
them had been out of service for a period of nine 
months before he reenlisted.  Now, there is no law, 
there is no decision of any court, there is no 
decision of this House, that a soldier can not 
acquire a residence. The decision in the contest of 
three years ago of Wickersham against Sulzer 
does not say so. 

The evidence in that case was simply that a body 
of soldiers stationed at a couple of forts – Fort 
Eagle and some other fort up the river – were not 
entitled to vote.  And under the facts they were 
right.  But every authority that I have been able to 
find announces the doctrine that a soldier can 
change his residence just the same as anybody 
else, if he has the opportunity.  It is true that his 
opportunity does not come so often, but when he 
has it he can change his residence. 
Now, this House decided a case back in the Forty-
first Congress which is exactly in point to this case.  
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And it is a peculiar thing that the two cases cited by 
your committee two years ago against this soldier 
vote are both in favor of the soldier vote.  And in 
the trial of this case before the committee and cited 
the case of Gen. Ames, of Mississippi, who was 
elected to the Senator backing 1870 or 1871, and 
he read the committee report, written by Roscoe 
Conkling, I believe, which stated that because Gen. 
Ames was in Mississippi in a military capacity only 
he was not entitled to a seat in the Senate, and he 
told your committee that the Senate turned Gen. 
Ames out of the Senate.  When he got through I 
produced the Senate report of that case and 
showed that the Senate overturned the report of 
that committee by a 
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vote of 40 to 12, and seated Gen. Ames, and that 
he never had been thrown out.  He was not in 
when the question came up; but they seated him, 
and overturned the committee’s report on the 
theory that the mere filing of his candidacy to run 
for the United States Senate from Mississippi 
showed his intention to acquire a residence in that 
State.  And if a candidate for office can acquire a 
residence in that way, an elector who votes for him 
certainly has the same right, and so it has been 
decided by the courts and by this House that when 
a soldier’s term of enlistment expires in the State or 
Territory where he is stationed, if he reenlists in 
that State or Territory he acquires a residence 
there if it is coupled with the requisite intention. 

Your committee has thrown out the votes, and 
nearly all the votes they have thrown out are of 
boys who enlisted once, twice, three, and four 
times in Alaska.  You have thrown out the votes of 
seven members of the Signal Corps who reside in 
Valdez, in homes which they own or rent, and who 
are married and who nay taxes, and who conduct 
themselves just as any other citizens. 

Now, see what this House says about that 
proposition in the case of Taylor against Reading, 
in the Forty-first Congress which was cited against 
Mr. Sulzer two years ago, involving 20 soldier 
votes.  I find in looking up that case in the House 
contested-election cases that the House allowed 
13 votes of soldiers in the Regular Army.  That 
case is reported in contested-election cases, 
second session, Forty-first Congress, 
Miscellaneous Documents. 

Now, what is the theory on which they allowed 
those votes? 
[Reads:] 
The third class consisted of those who did not 
reside in the district at the time of their enlistment, 
but remained for some years; in some cases 
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reenlisting once, twice, and in one case three 
times.  Most of these men had either purchased or 
rented property, had their homes in the district, and 
had given other evidence of an intention to select 
this precinct as the place of their abode. 
These votes are allowed by this House, and that 
decision has never been overruled.  And I want to 
show you what the evidence is in this case along 
the same line.  Now, I am talking about the votes 
they threw out at Valdez.  Here is the testimony: 
Q. Now, were the members of the Signal Corps at 
Valdez in 1918 residing on a Government 
reservation? –A. They were not. 
Q. Where did they reside?-A. some in their own 
homes in the town-the married ones-and the others 
in other people’s homes as boarders or roomers. 
Q. They resided as other citizens of Valdez?-A. 
With and as other citizens resided. 
Q. Do you know whether the members of the 
Signal Corps paid taxes on their property like other 
citizens there?-A. I know they did. 
Q. Did any of the members of the Signal Corps 
take part in the municipal elections that were held 
in the town of Valdez in the spring of 1918?-A. 
They did. 
Q. Was there any difference in their method of 
living in Valdez from the way other citizens lived?-
A. There was not.  They were earning their living, 
associating with other citizens of the town, and 
willing to be such. 
Q. And they made personal friends among those 
living in Valdez?-A. They did. 
Q. Do you remember how many Signal Corps boys 
stationed at Valdez for the year 1918 married 
Valdez girls and young ladies who had lived in 
Valdez?-A. About seven. 
Q. Do you know that those that married owned 
their own homes in Valdez?-A. Some did. 
Q. Did they live in them?-A. They did. 
Q. And others, how did they live?-A. They rented 
homes. 
That brings it squarely in the rules of this House.  
Now, those are the Signal Corps votes that they 
are throwing out here.  And every one of them, 
practically, that goes to Alaska goes there at his 
own request.  It is a selective service, and they go 
there, and they testify that they go there in the first 
place with the intention of acquiring a residence 
there and remaining there when their term of 
enlistment expires. 
There is one man whose vote they have thrown out 
who has been up there since 1903, who has 
enlisted and reenlisted and has taken his family 
there, and who is there yet, working in a Bank.  He 
never had any other home.  They throw out his 
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vote.  No wonder they do not mention the name of 
a man whose vote they have thrown out.  There is 
no evidence, no testimony, to justify them in saying 
that 24 of these men voted for Sulzer, because we 
have only 11 of them as to whom there is any 
evidence. 

They have adopted a rule here as those 
concerning whom they did not get any evidence 
which is a relic of those unregenerate days when 
you wanted arbitrarily to seat somebody, a relic of 
the remote past, because nowadays election 
contests 
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are decided upon their merits.  It is called the pro 
rata rule, which is the most ridiculous, asinine and 
absurd method of disposing of an election contest 
that you can devise.  If you do not know what the 
pro rata method is, I will tell you.  It is this:  If it is 
ascertained that there were a certain number of 
illegal votes cast in a precinct and you do not know 
for whom they were cast, you divide them up in 
accordance with the proportion of the votes cast in 
that district. 
The SPEAKER.  The time of the gentleman from 
Alaska has expired. 
Mr. HUDSPETH.  I yield the gentleman five 
minutes more. 
The SPEAKER.  The gentleman is recognized for 
five minutes more. 
Mr. GRIGSBY. For instance, if I carry a certain 
Precinct, 4 to 1, and there were 50 illegal votes 
cast in that precinct, you would charge 40 to me 
and 10 to the other man. In other words, if a man 
comes down here to contest my seat and is unable 
to furnish evidence, you get it for him by an 
arbitrary method which can not lie right once in 500 
times, because there are hundreds of ways in 
which those votes might have been cast other than 
in the proportion of 40 for me and 10 for him.  
Seldom if ever have you arrived at justice in a case 
decided by such asinine methods.  It is vicious and 
foolish.  The true rule would be that if a contestant 
comes down here, especially if lie comes down 
here contesting the seat of a dead man who is 
unable to open his mouth, he should be entitled to 
his seat only upon legal evidence, even if a new 
election is necessary on account of the casting of 
illegal votes. 

Now look at the way they have applied their pro 
rata rule. I will give you some indication of the care 
that which they have reviewed this case. They 
have found that there were four Regular Army 
votes in Valdez Bay, They have prorated them. 
Now, in the first place, there were both three 
Regular Army votes in Valdez Bay, and in the 
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second place, one of them to wit, Joseph Newman, 
testified that he voted for Wickersham, and we 
have got the worst of it there again.  I could go 
through this report and tear it to pieces to the 
satisfaction or dissatisfaction of you gentlemen on 
the other side if time would permit. 

I have said enough now to place you in doubt 
about it.  The gentleman from Missouri [Mr. HAYS] 
yesterday said that the result of this contest would 
mean no reflection on me, that it was not my 
contest, but it was a contest between Mr. 
Wickersham and Mr. Sulzer.  In other words,he is 
greasing the chute to slip out on the street. 
[Laughter.] 

But when I shall have got out I shall have been 
kicked out of Congress.  This contestant pledged 
himself to this Congress in my presence three 
years ago not to contest this election.  I have it 
right here in the RECORD.  You will not find it in 
the permanent official RECORD.  But Mr. 
HARRISON, now Senator, asked him who was 
elected at the last election, referring to the 1918 
election.  I read: 

Mr. HARRISON of Mississippi.  In this last 
campaign-last November- was the proposition 
discussed as to whether you  were elected or Mr. 
Sulzer was elected? 

Mr. WICKERSHAM.  It was discussed a little; 
yes. 

Mr. HARRISON of Mississippi.  Well, who was 
elected in the last election, or has not that been 
decided 

Mr. WICKERSHAM. We do not know yet.  The 
answer will depend on whom you ask.  If you ask 
me, I say that I am elected, and I have no doubt 
that if you ask Mr. Sulzer he will say that he is ; but 
I am perfectly willing to say that it is so close that 
nobody can honestly tell you, and that neither you 
nor we will know until the official count is had. 

Mr. HARRISON of Mississippi.  And there will 
probably be a contest over that? 

Mr. WICKERSHAM.  Not if I lose, because I have 
had enough of it. 
[Laughter] 
Now, that is from the daily RECORD of January 4, 
1919.  You turn to your official RECORD-that is, 
the permanent RECORD-and you will find 
language inserted there so that it gives him an 
“out” to justify this proceeding.  It reads: 
Not if I lose here. 
When he answered the question he said that if he 
lost the election in 1918 as the result of the 
canvass he would not contest again ; but when 
your permanent official RECORD appears he says: 
If I lose this contest I will not contest again. 
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[Applause.] 
The SPEAKER.  The time of the gentleman form 
Alaska has again expired. 
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Mr. DOWELL.  Mr. Speaker, I yield 20 minutes to 
Judge Wickersham. 
The SPEAKER.  The gentleman is recognized for 
20 minutes. 
Mr. WICKERSHAM.  Mr. Speaker and gentlemen 
of the House, I propose to pay some attention, first, 
to the one question which my opponent gave most 
time to, and that was the question of legality of 
voting out of one’s precinct in the Territory of 
Alaska in the election of 1918.   I will give my 
attention chiefly to that, because he is so intimately 
connected with it himself that I think it is important 
to show to this House that it was a matter of grave 
moment to him then, as it is now.  It was a grave 
matter to him as it is now. 
The laws passed by Congress for the government 
of elections in Alaska provided that no man shall 
vote in that Territory who is not an actual bona fide 
resident of the Territory of Alaska for one year 
immediately preceding the date of voting, and in 
the precinct in which he votes for 30 days 
immediately preceding the date of that voting.  I 
want to read the law to you, so that there may be 
absolutely no question about it.  It is section 394 of 
the Compiled Laws of Alaska, a compilation made 
by Congress; and it is the act of May 7, 1906, an 
act passed by Congress for holding elections in the 
Territory of Alaska for the election of a Delegate to 
Congress.  That section provides that- 
SEC. 394.  All male citizens of the United States 21 
years of age and over, who are actual and bona 
fide residents of Alaska, and who have been such 
residents continuously during the entire year 
immediately preceding the election, and who have 
been such residents continuously for 30 days next 
preceding the election in the precinct in which they 
vote, shall be qualified to vote for the election of a 
Delegate from Alaska. 
Now, that is the act of Congress provided for 
holding elections for the choice of a Member of this 
House in the Territory of Alaska, and that act 
specifically requires that a man shall have a bona 
fide residence in the precinct 30 days immediately 
preceding the day of election. 
In his opinion to the governor and the canvassing 
board of the Territory, Mr. Grigsby said at the end 
of the letter: 
I have to advise you that the legislature in 
attempting to change the qualifications of voters by 
this act- 
meaning the act of the legislature allowing persons 
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to vote anywhere in the judicial division- 
exceeded its powers, the qualifications having 
been fixed by the act of May 7, 1906, and 
continued in full force and effect by the organic act 
or constitution of Alaska.  The organic act 
expressly authorized the legislature to extend the 
elective franchise to women, but in no other way 
authorized the changing of the qualifications of 
electors by the legislature. 
Respectfully submitted.George B. Grigsby, 
Attorney General. 
Now, that opinion of the attorney general, who is 
my opponent, was given to the canvassing board 
and the governor of Alaska in February, 1919, after 
the election on the previous November 5, 1918.  In 
that opinion he correctly stated the law.  But, very 
shrewdly, a gentleman on the floor yesterday 
called the attention of this House to the fact that 
Mr. Grigsby had rendered that opinion after the 
election, and therefore he was not bound to the 
same rule of opinion on election day November 5, 
1918. 
But, the evidence in this case shows that on 
November 5, 1918, Mr. Grigsby was the attorney 
general of Alaska, and the evidence shows that 
previous to that election he had drawn instructions 
to al of the election officers in the Territory of 
Alaska, giving them exactly that opinion, and his 
evidence in this record is to the same identical 
effect.  If you will turn to his evidence at page 774, 
of the record, you will find him before the 
canvassing board; this question was then raised, 
because a vote had come up which involved that 
question ; this question was put to him by Mr. 
Garfield (who is a member of the canvassing 
board) : 
Mr. GARFIELD. There is only one question, and 
that is the question of precinct and division being 
synonymous.  If it is, I think his vote should be 
counted. 
The CHAIRMAN.  Well, we’ll put that up to the 
attorney general. 
Mr. GRIGSBY.  What? 
The CHAIRMAN.  Whether precinct and division 
are synonymous- 
Mr. GRIGSBY.  Well:  I have instructed al the 
election officials that 30 days’ residence in a 
precinct is required. 
Mr. DAVIDSON. Oh, you did? 
Mr. GRIGSBY. Yes. 

Diary 33, 1921 
February 28 

28 
Mr. GRIGSBY.  I don’t know.  If he voted where 

he didn’t reside 30 days, it isn’t good.  I know lots 
of them that voted because the Territorial statute 
says they can.  The Territorial statute contradicts 
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the Federal statute.  Thirty days in a division.  The 
Federal statute is, by reference, incorporated into 
the organic act. 

Now, that was his instruction to the canvassing 
board prior to the time he wrote the opinion.  Those 
were his instructions to the canvassing board prior 
to the time he gave his opinion to the governor and 
in that statement he says that he had given that 
instruction to the election officers throughout the 
Territory of Alaska. 

Now all the returns from the Territory of Alaska 
are here. They are all before this House. They are 
in charge of the Clerk of the House, and every one 
of those returns carries upon it the instruction of 
the attorney general of Alaska, Mr. Grigsby, that 
nobody can vote who has not been a resident of 
the precinct for 30 days immediately preceding the 
date of the election. 

“Oh,” but some gentleman says, “this is 
technical.” Well, it is not technical. It is not only not 
technical, but it was the source of the gravest 
crimes in the Territory of Alaska on election day. 
One of my opponents on this floor has said, “I do 
not find anything much in the report rendered by 
this committee.  It seems to be rather technical.” 
Well, the report is just as fair as is the report 
rendered by the gentleman from Louisiana two 
years ago.  It has no spectacular announcements 
in it.  It does not call anybody names or declare 
that anybody is guilty of crimes, and ought not to 
do it.  It is not the report of a grand jury.  It is the 
report of an election committee, and its sole duty 
under the law is to point out illegal votes, if any, 
and to make a report to the House upon the 
question of illegal votes.  The gentleman from 
Louisiana [Mr. WILSON] did that two years ago in 
this case under circumstances almost identical with 
the present case.  This committee has done it this 
time and followed his report word for word in a very 
large degree.  They have not gone into the 
question of crimes or pointed them out, and very 
properly so, but he record shows crimes.  The 
record shows a general conspiracy on the part of 
the Federal brigade in the Territory of Alaska to 
violate the election laws. Alaska is a Territory and 
all of her officials up there except the attorney 
general and the members of the legislature are 
appointed from Washington.  Her governor is 
appointed.  The collector of customs is appointed 
from Washington; the surveyor general is 
appointed from Washington.  All of our officials are 
appointed.  We have a regular carpet-bag 
government and those people have control of our 
election machinery.  The judges, the clerks, the 
marshals- all of those officials are Democrats, and 
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opposed to me.  All of them have stood together 
with Mr. Grigsby to run this election. 

Now I wish to go back just for a moment to the 
question of voting out of your precinct in Alaska. 

Mr. Grigsby was in the city of Cordova, Alaska, 
and he took quite an interest in the matter of this 
election. On the witness stand he testified as 
follows: 

In Cordova it is now claimed that the town of 
Cordova went Wickersham for the reason that a 
great many Wickershamites from the outside 
precincts of Cordova were permitted to vote in 
Cordova.  It was agreed there, I believe, by the 
party managers that no challenges would be 
interposed on that ground, and there was a general 
sentiment throughout the Territory that the 
Territorial law was right ; that a man should be 
permitted to vote anywhere in his division that he 
happens to be on election day especially since at 
that time of the year, the close of the mining 
season, is when men are more or less in transit. 

By Judge Wickersham: 
Q. But you have given an opinion to the governor 

of the Territory of Alaska that the law was invalid 
and void because it was in conflict with the organic 
act?-A. That was since the election. 

Q. You think it is correct?-A. That was certainly 
my opinion when I gave it. 

Q. You say there was an agreement at Cordova 
when in everybody was allowed to vote ‘ you lived 
in the division for 30 days ; how do you know that?-
A. I heard talked of. 

Q. Somebody told you?-A. I was there when 
such a stipulation was made. 

Q. On election day?-A. Yes ; on election day. 
Q. When ; at what time on election day?-A. This 

last year ; 1918. 
Q. Who made the agreement there at Cordova ; 

who was speaking about it?-A. The matter was 
discussed between Mr. Jimmie Gallen and Bud 
Sergeant, and some others, and they agreed not to 
interpose any challenges on that ground. 

When the stipulation was made to violate the 
United States statute Mr. Grigsby say he was 
there. 
He made the agreement at Cordova.  The matter 
was discussed and they agreed not to interpose 
challenges on that ground. 
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So, that between these gentlemen and Grigsby, 

who was present, the agreement was made that no 
challenges should be made, and they filled the 
ballot box at that place with illegal votes. 

They did that down at Ketchikan.  I want to call 
attention to Ketchikan.  Ketchikan is an 
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incorporated town, and the election officers are 
nominated by the city officials and not by the 
Federal brigade.  There they had honest election 
officers, and outside men who came into that place 
were challenged and not allowed to vote, the 
election officers having been instructed by Grigsby 
not to allow any men to vote that had not been 
residents of Alaska for one year and of the precinct 
for 30 days.  They challenged a lot of these men, 
and this record shows that the deputy district clerk 
of Judge Jennings’s court-who decided the district 
court case against me-took them into his 
automobile at the polling place and run them a mile 
out of town where the officials appointed by the 
same deputy clerk acting as commissioner, and 
there voted them all day long, although everybody 
knew they were not entitled to vote.  Many, many 
men were run out of Ketchikan to this outside place 
and voted illegally by this deputy clerk of court.  
The record is clear about it, and nobody dares to 
deny it. It resulted in this, though your statute 
provides that any person offering to vote may be 
challenged. 

These are your laws. Congress passed this law 
for the government of Alaska, and I want you to 
pay attention to it. We have no jurisdiction to pass 
election laws, and if you will not enforce your own 
laws, I do not know who will.  This is the law: 

SEC. 401.  Any person offering to vote may be 
challenged by any election officer or any other 
person entitled to vote at the same polling place, or 
by any duly appointed watcher, and when so 
challenged, before being allowed to vote he shall 
make and subscribe to the following oath : “You do 
solemnly swear (or affirm, as the case may be) that 
you are 21 years of age and a citizen of the United 
States ; that you are an actual and bona fide 
resident of Alaska, and have been such a resident 
during the entire year immediately preceding this 
election, and have been a resident in this voting 
precinct for 30 days next preceding this election, 
and that you have not voted at this election,” and 
further naming the place from which the voter 
came immediately prior to living in the precinct in 
which he offers to vote, and giving the length of 
time of his residence in the former place. 

Then, after he has made his affidavit, the person 
taking it is permitted to vote.  I call your special 
attention to that, that after making that affidavit he 
is permitted to vote, and there is no further 
challenge and no way of stopping it. 

On election day in Ketchikan certain men came 
to vote and were challenged by these honest 
election officers, who were appointed by the city 
officials of Ketchikan.  They were then taken into 
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an automobile, run out of town a mile to be voted, 
and were voted at Charcoal Point. 

Here is what happened in one instance, and it 
happened in many instances in the Territory of 
Alaska.  This instance was perpetrated in 
Ketchikan, and at Charcoal Point, by this deputy 
clerk of Judge Jennings’s court ; a man by the 
name of Mahoney, who took these people into his 
automobile after they had been challenged at 
Ketchikan, and carried them off to Charcoal Point, 
and voted them all day long as fast as he could run 
his automobile up and down the mile track. 

Here is the testimony of the election officer at 
that place – who was appointed by Judge 
Jennings: 

Q. Do you remember George Nix from 
Hydaburg?-A. I remember there was a man by that 
name. 

Q. An Indian?-A. I think so. 
Q. Do you remember whether he was 

challenged?-A. By Mr. Althouse I think. 
Q. And swore in his vote?-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And you administered the oath to him?-A. I 

did. 
Q. And he swore that he had lived in that precinct 

30 days prior to election?-A. Charcoal Point? 
Q. Yes.-A. I don’t remember. 
Q. Do you know the form of oath you 

administered to everyone who was challenged?-A. 
Yes, sir. 

Q. You knew he hadn’t been a resident of 
Charcoal Point 30 days?-A. He registered from 
Sulzer. 

Q. Why did you let him commit perjury?-A. I 
wasn’t there to protect him ; he ought to know what 
he was doing. 

Q. He was an Indian?-A. Yes. 
Q. From Hydaburg?-A. I don’t know.  Hydaburg 

or Sulzer – somewhere on the west coast.  I read 
over the affidavit to him – the challenge before he 
signed it-and he signed it. 

Q. An swore to it before you?-A. Yes. 
Q. And you at that time knew he wasn’t a resident 
of that precinct? –A. Yes ; certainly I did. 
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Gentlemen of the House, that took place many 

times on election day because people were not 
required to vote in the precinct where they resided.  
Those frauds and perjuries were committed not by 
my friends, as the evidence shows in this case, but 
first by Mr. Grigsby, over at Cordova, and by the 
deputy clerk of the court at Charcoal Point.  They 
occurred in many other places in the Territory of 
Alaska, but they are not in the is report.  This is not 
a grand-jury investigation.  It is an investigation 
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merely as to the illegality of these votes; and the 
fact that these people committed perjury, the fact 
that they committed other crimes and frauds, is not 
mentioned in the report, because it is immaterial.  It 
may not be immaterial long, because we are going 
to have some officials appointed in Alaska in a very 
short time who will enforce these criminal laws 
against those men.  [Applause on Republican 
side.] 

Mr. Grigsby appeals to you, gentlemen, very 
feelingly to prevent me from being paid out of the 
Public Treasury for the time that I have been really 
and honestly elected Delegate form the Territory of 
Alaska.  He has but three days left to serve 
himself, even if he is sustained-three days in which 
he will get his salary-but he says you must not 
allow me to take out of the Public Treasury the 
amount of my salary and mileage, because, 
forsooth, he has but three days to serve.  That is 
not my fault.  I did not start these contests.  Four 
years ago, after the election, a suit was instituted in 
the Territory of Alaska against the canvassing 
board by my opponent to compel that canvassing 
board to throw out six precincts and give him a 
certificate of election.  That was done ; and it was 
denounced by Judge Wilson in his report two years 
ago as illegal and wrong.  That was the beginning 
of these difficulties.  The Federal brigade in our 
Territory, which has control of our elections, which 
appoints every election officer from one end of the 
Territory to the other, has been perpetrating frauds 
of that kind from that day to this, and I have been 
fighting them, and I am going to continue to fight 
them as long as they violate election laws in the 
Territory of Alaska and commit frauds and perjury 
such as appear in this record.  [Applause on the 
Republican side.] 

The SPEAKER.  The gentleman’s time has 
expired. 

Mr. DOWELL.  Mr. Speaker, I will state to the 
gentleman from Texas that I have but one more 
speaker on this side. 

Mr. HUDSPETH.  And the gentleman does not 
care to use his time now? 

Mr. DOWELL.  No ; I desire to close the case. 
Mr. HUDSPETH rose. 
Mr. MOORE of Virginia.  Mr. Speaker, may I 

disturb the gentleman for one statement and one 
question before he begins? 

Mr. HUDSPETH.  I yield. 
Mr. MOORE of Virginia.  I find that the Alaska 

contest in the last Congress was not decided until 
two months before the Congress ended, on the 4th 
of January.  This contest is going to be decided 
only two or three days before this Congress ends.  
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Has the gentleman found out as a member of the 
committee why it is that these very important cases 
are postponed until the fag end of the last sessions 
of Congress, when there is no real opportunity for 
debate or consideration, when we run the risk of 
acting heedlessly and doing injustice and inviting 
and deserving the criticism of the country? 
Mr. HUDSPETH.  Mr. Speaker, I will answer the 
gentleman by stating that I can not tell him, unless 
the majority of the committee have estimated the 
services of Judge Wickersham to be worth $7,000 
a day.  This contest should have been decided 
many months ago.  Mr. Speaker, if I were 
consulting my personal comfort I would not be here 
to-day, just having risen from a sick bed.  I am not 
so much interested in whether or not Wickersham 
or Grigsby is seated, but am interested in this 
House making a correct decision in election cases.  
Yesterday the gentleman from Missouri [Mr. HAYS] 
stated that a great political machine in the Territory 
of Alaska had controlled elections there for many 
years.  That is the first time I have heard of this 
machine.  The gentleman flourished a telegram or 
several telegrams from this district, stating that he 
had been importuned in his district to vote for 
Grigsby, and that he knew the telegrams emanated 
from Washington, because he knew that in his 
district they had not heard of this contest.  Probably 
they have not heard of it in the district presented by 
the gentleman from Missouri.  After look- 
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ing at him and hearing his speech yesterday I am 
prepared to agree with him, and to admit that 
probably they have not heard of this contest in his 
district, but down in my district, whether they read it 
in the newspapers or not, they take it for granted 
that every tow years Wickersham has a contest in 
Congress. 

The majority report asks the seating of 
Wickersham, and does not disclose the name of 
nay illegal voter, except one man named Probst.  
Up until this good hour the minority of this 
committee have never seen a list, although often 
demanding one, until it was produced by the 
majority this morning showing a list of the voters 
that they claim were illegal.  The gentleman from 
Illinois [Mr. CHINDBLOM] and myself canvassed 
the returns, and I think the gentleman will agree 
with me – and he did that time – that there was 
every evidence thathte presiding officers were 
trying to follow the law in this case, and that there 
were very few discrepancies, as you would usually 
find in elections covering such a vast territory as is 
covered in the Territory of Alaska, 600,000 square 
miles. 
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After counting many of these ballots, every one 
where there was any question as to whether or not 
there were any illegal votes, we decided there were 
two that should be deducted from Sulzer and given 
to Wickersham.  Understand, this contest was 
originally between Wickersham and Sulzer.  Sulzer 
died on 15th of April, 1919.  The election took place 
in November prior to that.  Under the law of Alaska 
the governor called a special election and Grigsby 
was elected, the gentleman who now holds the 
seat, as the Delegate from Alaska.  The contest to-
day is really between Judge Wickersham and Mr. 
Grigsby, because Mr. Sulzer is dead and can not 
be here to defend his rights. 

The first question raised is relative to the vote of 
Cache Creek, and they throw out the entire vote. 

Mr. GOODYKOONTZ.  Mr. Speaker, will the 
gentleman yield? 

Mr. HUDSPETH.  No ; I can not yield now.  Why 
do they throw out the vote at Cache Creek?  Upon 
the sole testimony of one Red McDonald, who is 
shown not to be a citizen of the United States nor a 
qualified voter in Alaska.  They were running a 
dredge there.  They had closed this dredge the 
evening before, preparing to leave the next 
morning.  They packed up their traps and the 
testimony of six witnesses who are not quoted in 
the majority report is that the voting took place 
between 5 and 8 o’clock.  Yet the majority report 
quotes the statement of Red McDonald, who was 
not even a citizen of the United States nor a voter 
in the Territory of Alaska, and I note that the 
chairman of the committee [Mr. DOWELL] 
yesterday said that there was some discussion 
between McDonald and some one as to why he did 
not vote.  He said there was some discussion and 
he did not vote.  He knew at that time that he was 
not a citizen of the United States and so swore to it 
afterwards and that he had no right to vote.  
Nevertheless the majority report relies on the 
testimony of that man and throws out the Cache 
Creek precinct, and deprives 26 voters of their 
ballot, of their franchise, and they do it upon the 
statement of McDonald that the voting took place 
around 5 o’clock.   The gentleman form 
Washington [Mr. JOHNSON] stated yesterday that 
it was dark almost during the entire day at that time 
in that portion of Alaska. 
Now, the minutes of the committee will show that 
originally this committee passed upon the Cache 
Creek precinct and allowed every vote except one.  
I say the minutes of your committee will show that 
you passed upon the Cache Creek precinct and 
allowed every vote except one, and that is the man 
where they took the ballot box up to his cabin, and 
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that was rejected.  Now, you throw out the entire 
box, you take 26 voters and deprive them of their 
ballot, because they say they voted a little too 
early, and they cite you to a Kentucky case.  Now, 
that Kentucky case gentlemen, was this ; I have it 
right here.  It is the case of Varney against Justice.  
Under the law the polls closed at 7 o’clock and they 
continued to vote until 10 o’clock.  In that case the 
court threw out the votes cast after 7 o’clock.  They 
did not throw out the entire box, but what you 
gentlemen are attempting to do here is to deprive 
every man there of his right to express his choice 
for delegate from his Territory notwithstanding that 
the testimony shows that the three election officers 
remained and six men remained there all day who 
belonged to the dredging force. 
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Yet, you gentlemen come in here and base your 

statement on the right to throw out these ballots on 
this Kentucky case only threw out the votes cast 
after 7 o’clock.  In this instance the election judges 
remained here the entire day, no evidence of any 
man having been deprived of his right to vote, no 
evidence of any fraud committed at Cache Creek, 
no evidence of any man coming there who was 
sent away without an opportunity to vote, and yet 
the majority here in order to seat Judge 
Wickersham- gentlemen, they intended to count 
this vote, but when they went to sum up another 
vote to which I will refer, the Indian vote, it was not 
leading in the right direction to the seating of Judge 
Wickersham, and they returned at the dead hours 
of the night, or some time when the minority was 
not present, and threw their minutes as legal, 
except one man.  Why?  Because it was not 
leading in the right direction and you received your 
orders overnight, and you had to do it in order to 
seat Wickersham and give him $21,000 out of the 
Public Treasury.  The testimony is that they turned 
back the clock tow hours.  That is the testimony. 
Then the testimony is that there was two hours 
difference between the cook’s watch and that of 
Red McDonald, your star witness.  I expect every 
session that clock up over the Speaker’s desk will 
be turned back as a legislative matter.  Yet would 
you hold that acts passed after the clock had been 
turned back were void, holding  as you have in this 
case, because these men in order to get down to 
the settlement in the cold time of the year got up 
and packed their traps and voted?  Does any man 
on that side contend they were not qualified voters 
; yet Judge Wickersham comes in and says when 
his watchers got there at 8 o’clock the polls were 
closed and there is not a single line of testimony 
that he ever had any watchers ; no, you can not 
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find it because the record does not disclose he 
ever had any watchers or that they appeared at 
that time.  Yet they throw out the votes of 26 
people there, take 23 from Sulzer and give them to 
Wickersham on a discrepancy of an old 8-day 
clock.  Pretty sorely pressed!  That is not all ; that 
is not all.  Let us take up the Indian vote.  You 
contended, Judge Wickersham, before that 
committee that the Indian who had not severed his 
tribal relations was not entitled to vote.  You made 
a speech in which you contended that every Indian 
who had not severed tribal relations -  and I agree 
with him – was not entitled to vote.  What did the 
committee do?  When they got to the Indian vote it 
was not leading in the right direction to seat 
Wickersham and they laid off on the Indian vote.  
Why, I will show you why.  If they threw out the 
illegal Indian voters it would give Sulzer an 
additional 75 majority, and you know it.  Why, let 
me show you why they laid off of the Indian vote.  
The testimony of Mr. Dennient, an Indian, by Mr. 
Rustgard, page 174, is: 

Q. Do you know how those natives down there 
(referring to Klawock) voted ; who they voted for?-
A. No, sir ; but Watson was down there pretty 
strong for Wickersham. 

Q. Who?-A. “Nigger” Watson. 
Q. He doesn’t live at Klawock, does he?-A. Why, 

he was there quite a while before the election. 
Q. At Klawock?-A. Yes, sir. 
Who was “Nigger” Watson?  Why, he was the 

man who carried the news to the Indians that 
Sulzer had prepared a tentative bill to prohibit the 
Indians from fishing.  He was a representative of 
Judge Wickersham and appears in a number of 
different places, Klawock and Craig, where the 
Indians had tribal relations and scattered this news 
that Sulzer had introduced a bill prohibiting them 
from fishing, and naturally if they could not fish they 
would think that Sulzer was responsible for it.  This 
“Nigger” Watson as a representative of Judge 
Wickersham had scattered the seeds among the 
Indians, and naturally, Wickersham got the Indian 
votes, and when it was shown where it was leading 
and that it would increase the Sulzer majority the 
majority report contents itself by saying, “We will 
not go into the Indian vote.” 
If they had gone into it, you know they would have 
thrown out 43 votes at Klawock and Craig and 
another place, where the Indians voted, where they 
stated they never had voted before in their lives, 
and you know they voted for Wickersham.  Why do 
I say that?  Out of the mouth of one of 
Wickersham’s 
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own witnesses, a man by the name of Stackpole.  
He was asked whom these Indians were voting for, 
and he said they were voting for Wickersham.  And 
those were the Indians that did not have the right to 
vote.  Wickersham went into it before the 
committee, and this majority saw where it was 
leading, and saw that it would increase Sulzer’s 
majority. 

Now, take the Forty Mile precinct, and a great 
deal was said about it by my friend from Iowa [Mr. 
DOWELL] yesterday.  Under the law the United 
States commissioner has the right once a year, 
and it is his duty, to change election precincts.  
Under the law no election precinct shall have less 
than 30 votes. 

That is the law of Alaska.  In order to economize 
Commissioner Donovan changed and cut out the 
Steel Creek in Forty Mile precinct and the Jack 
Wade precinct.  The gentleman from Iowa said he 
cut out two Republican precincts.  They were not 
Republican precincts – at least, one was not – in 
1916, for in the Jack Wade precinct the Socialist 
candidate got 9 votes, Wickersham 8 votes, and 
Sulzer 4.  The Jack Wade precinct was carried by 
the Socialists in 1916.  In the Steel Creek precinct 
there were only 11 votes cast, and in 1916 
Wickersham got 7, the Socialists got 2, and Sulzer 
1.  Now, what is the testimony about that?  They 
claim in the majority report that this precinct should 
be thrown out, because he changed the 
boundaries in less than the 60 days provided by 
law.  The law is he shall issue his order within 60 
days, and shall post his notice within the precincts 
within 30 days.  It is true he did not issue his order 
the 60 days, but he did get his notice up.  It was 
posted down there 35 days before the election, and 
the law only provides for 30 days. 

There is no evidence here that anybody 
protested they had not received the notice.  There 
is no testimony here that anybody was deprived of 
their vote by reason of the fact that they did not see 
this posted notice, but on the contrary, they did not 
receive notice, for he posted it 35 days before the 
election. 

They say they had to walk 16 miles to vote.  Let 
me say to you gentlemen that in many precincts in 
western Texas people travel 100 miles to cast their 
ballots as freemen.  And to have the contestant 
come in here in order to get his biennial allowance 
of $21,000 they throw out the vote of 27 men at 
Forty Mile precinct, because they claim they 
changed the precinct and did not issue the notice 
in the time provided by law.  He did not.  But he did 
issue his notices, and they were posted in the time 
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provided by law, and nobody claims in this report 
that he was deprived of his right to vote because 
they were not posted.  But in order to give Judge 
Wickersham his money they deprive these people 
of their right to vote.  And so throughout the entire 
district. 

Now, in the case of The People against Cook, in 
Eighth New York, in regard to closing time – and 
this is Judge Willard speaking for the court-it is 
stated : 

If the inspector, after closing the door at 
sundown, received the votes of persons already in 
the room when the outer door was closed, but no 
legal votes were rejected or illegal votes received, 
the election is not invalid. 

They received votes after sundown.  That is one 
of the leading cases.  The judge goes on to say: 

The hour of the day is not the essence of the 
thing required to be done. 

Also in the case of Soper against The Country of 
Sibley the judge says that the failure to post a list 
of electors 10 days prior to election is not sufficient 
ground for rejecting the votes of that precinct. 

This is following former decisions.  Also if a large 
number of voters, with the knowledge, consent, 
and connivance of the said judges of election, were 
by violence and threats prevented form casting 
their votes, it did not vitiate the election. 

And you say because he did not issue notice 
within 60 days, although he posted the notices, the 
election is void, and you cast out 27 votes there, 
taking 23 from Sulzer and giving them to 
Wickersham. 

Mr. MICHENER.  When was this case that the 
gentleman is citing from now decided? 

Mr. HUDSPETH.  It was decided in the Eighth 
New York, page 67.  I do not remember the date. 
Mr. MICHENER.  When was the Kentucky case 

decided? 
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Mr. HUDSPETH.  I do not remember the date.  

They stated it in their brief.  It was decided before 
this contest. 

Mr. MICHENER.   It might be very material. 
Mr. HUDSPETH.  They rely on it as their leading 

case. 
Now, the gentlemen from West Virginia [Mr. 

GOODYKOONTZ] wanted to ask em a question, 
and I yield for a brief one. 

Mr. GOODYKOONTZ.  The question I wanted to 
ask was if the notice of this contest was filed by Mr. 
Wickersham prior to the death of Mr. Sulzer? 

Mr. HUDSPETH.  He claimed he prepared his 
notice and was not able to serve it on Sulzer 
because of Mr. Sulzer dying. 
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Mr. GOODYKOONTZ.  When did Mr. Sulzer die? 
Mr. HUDSPETH.  On April 15.  And he claims he 

was not able to serve it on Sulzer on account of his 
death. 

The testimony shows there were 45 illegal votes 
cast at Cordova and Anchorage and another 
precinct-45 illegal votes, according to the 
testimony, were in those boxes.  I asked the 
majority why they did not pr rate those votes, as 
you did in those other cases, and “Wickersham 
carried all three of these boxes,” is the answer.  
They have the evidence of how they voted.  Why 
did they not pro rate them, and show the vote as to 
how the rest of them voted?  Why did not you 
gentlemen come in here in your majority report and 
pro rate those votes? 

Now, let me say to you that you can not get 
around that they are in the record.  There were 45 
illegal votes cast there, and this committee did not 
pro rate a single one.  They pro rate where Sulzer 
carried boxes in which they claimed illegal votes, 
but when they come to the Wickersham votes, 
where they are flagrant violations, where men did 
not even live in the Territory, they do not touch any 
of those boxes in those three precincts, and yet 
they come in here and ask you to seat a man and 
give him $21,000 for three days’ services. 
Take the Signal Corps men.  Here is the testimony 
– and I will quote it.  There were 40 votes.  Eleven 
of them swore that they voted for Sulzer, 4 for 
Wickersham, and 8 would not testify as to how they 
voted, and yet there were 16 that Judge 
Wickersham did not take the testimony of, and he 
may tell you, or the gentleman who comes after 
me, that it was because he feared for his life.  Now, 
listen, gentlemen.  Here is the testimony right here.  
In one place the judge says, and it was regrettable, 
that he was set upon up there my a man by the 
name of Selby.  But he did not try to take the 
testimony of the other 16. 

In one place he says it was because he was 
afraid of his life, and in another place Judge 
Wickersham testifies, and also through his 
attorney, Mr. Ritchie, that the reason why he did 
not take the testimony of the me other Signal 
Corps men was because they would go up there 
and swear that they had voted for Wickersham and 
he knew they did not. 

Think of it!  One of these men was an 
artilleryman, one of those soldiers who served 18 
months “over there” fighting for your liberty and 
mine, “over there” fighting for the poor and the 
weak against the strong, and fighting for universal 
democracy, while Judge Wickersham was fighting 
for what?  Pelf, $21,000.  And he comes down here 
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and stigmatizes those men, and says the reason 
why they did not finish taking the testimony-and he 
is corroborated by his own attorney, Mr. Ritchie- 
the reason why he did not do it is because they 
would come up there and swear a lie, and swear 
that they voted for Wickersham when they had 
voted for Sulzer.  That is his reason.  They may tell 
you that some man attacked him, and it is 
creditable that he did.  It may be in Alaska as it is 
elsewhere in Texas, where red blood runs in men’s 
veins, that when-ever you say a man’s sister or his 
wife has sworn to a lie the warship begins to sail.  I 
suppose that prevails up in Alaska just as it does in 
Texas ; when you say a man’s sister or his wife 
has perjured herself there is sure to be trouble.  
This lady was named Mrs. Tyer.  I read from the 
RECORD on page 212 :  

Mr. WICKERSHAM.  I want to notify Mr. and Mrs. 
Tyer that I shall expect them to be here Thursday.  
I am going to apply to the commanding officer to 
keep him here until this matter is settled. 

The commanding officer had assembled these 
men for 37 days before examination.  The 
resolution only called for 30 days’ examination. 
The SPEAKER.  The time of the gentleman from 
Texas has expired. 
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Mr. WICKERSHAM.  The notary public 

understands that we haven’t the testimony of this 
lady.  She has refused to testify. 

Mrs. TYER.  Why are you keeping my husband, 
then? 

Mr. WICKERSHAM.  I want her to testify to the 
truth and the whole truth, and she said she would. 

Mrs. TYER.  Why are you keeping my husband? 
Mr. WICKERSHAM.  Your husband is being kept 

because of the resolution of the House of 
Representatives which requires the assemblage of 
all these soldiers here for the purpose of testifying. 

Mr. TYER. Haven’t I testified? 
Mr. DIMOND. You and your husband are being 

kept in order to harass you. 
Mr. WICKERSHAM. I want this woman’s 

testimony, and I am going to have it. 
Mr. DIMOND. You go ahead and get it. I object to 

any further delay. 
Mr. WICKERSHAM. You can’t violate the law 

with impunity. 
Mr. DIMOND. I object to that statement. There is 

no violation of the law on my part. 
Mr. WICKERSHAM. Soldiers ought to be the first 

ones to walk on and bravely and courageously tell 
the whole truth. 

Mr. TYER. I have told the whole truth, and I 
object to your saying that probably I told the truth, 
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sir. 
Mr. WICKERSHAM. I say you probably told the 

truth. I have no doubt of it. This place is becoming 
a menace to civilization, almost. 

Mr. DIMOND. You have become a worse 
menace. 

Mr. WICKERSHAM. The House of 
Representatives don’t think so. 

Mr. DIMOND. All Alaskans do, however. 
Mr. WICKERSHAM. Even a Democratic 

Congress doesn’t think so. I ask for a 
postponement. 

Now, that is the reason why the gentleman says 
at first he was afraid of his life, and, second, 
because there had come up there men in the 
uniform of their country, men who had enlisted in 
Alaska, men who had fought in the trenches of the 
Argonne while Judge Wickersham making his 
biennial fight for the $21,000 that he expects.  
These men, he says, would not tell the truth. Then, 
in another statement he says he was afraid of his 
life.  A man by the name of Selby, the brother of 
Mrs. Tyer, did jump on him, but there is no 
connection between the Signal Corps men and this 
trouble. 

If I had time I would show you that a man can 
acquire a residence in Alaska under the law as a 
soldier, and that these men, seven of them, had 
married Valdez girls and had homes there and that 
many of them had enlisted in Alaska in 1902 and 
mixed with the citizens and paid taxes. 
And yet this committee comes in here and throws 
out the votes of 40 and gives them to Wickersham; 
and as to 16 of them he never attempts to take 
their testimony, although the Secretary of War had 
assembled them here for the purpose of Mr. 
Wickersham taking the testimony. 
Are you going to seat him on this testimony? I want 
to say to you, gentlemen, on that side, if you do, 
the precedent will rise up and plague you.  After 
the Civil War, when sectional passions ran high, 
they seated men under various pretexts, but when 
men like Bailey and Gov. Lanham came up here 
and conferred with men like LODGE and Root, and 
said : “We will not do it on these pretexts; we will 
stop these raids on the Treasury,”  they did stop.  
But it seems there has been a return to it, 
gentlemen, or will be if you seat a man like Judge 
Wickersham.  I do not believe you will do it.  I do 
not believe you will give him $7,000 a day for three 
days, $4,000 for mileage, and $2,000 for 
expenses, and $15,000 for salary.  I say, when you 
do and give him a seat here, when he is no more 
en- 
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titled to it than I am entitled to the ground upon 
which this Capitol is situated, you will do a great 
wrong, and one that will haunt you, and you will be 
ashamed of the rest of your natural lives. 
[Applause.] 

Mr. REAVIS. Mr. Speaker, will the gentleman 
yield? 

The SPEAKER.  The time of the gentleman from 
Texas has again expired. 

Mr. DOWELL.  Mr. Speaker.  I yield to the 
gentleman from Nebraska [Mr. REAVIS] the 
balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER.  The gentleman from Nebraska 
is recognized for 10 minutes. 

Mr. REAVIS.  Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous 
consent that the time be extended five minutes, to 
be controlled by the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. 
CHINDBLOM]. 

Mr. HUDSPETH.  They gave me five minutes, 
and I agreed that we would give them five minutes. 

The SPEAKER.  The gentleman from Nebraska 
asks unanimous consent that the time be extended 
five minutes more.  Is there objection. 

There was no objection. 
Mr. CHINDBLOM.  May I ask the Speaker to 

notify me when I have occupied 15 minutes? 
Mr. GARD.  Mr. Speaker, may I inquire what is 

the present allotment of time? 
The SPEAKER.  All the time of the gentleman 

from Texas [Mr. HUDSPETH] has expired.  The 
gentleman from Illinois [Mr. CHINDBLOM] has 25 
minutes, which ends all time. 

Mr. CHINDBLOM.  Mr. Speaker and gentlemen 
of the House, this is my first participation in an 
election contest on the floor of this House.  I have 
listened to some other contests which have been 
conducted here.  I have myself participated in 
election contests elsewhere, and I will say very 
frankly that I have been somewhat surprised to find 
that my assumption that such contests should be 
determined solely upon the law and the evidence 
was a little far-fetched, ands has not been 
sustained by some of the discussions on this floor.  
I presume I can make no answer that will be 
convincing in reply to the suggestion made a 
moment ago that there was a “nigger Watson,” who 
participated in this case on behalf of the 
contestant, Mr. Wickersham, and I presumed 
further that I can make no satisfactory reply to the 
charge that Mr. Wickersham offended or insulted a 
lady in Alaska ; but I most respectfully suggest that 
these two elements, for whatever purpose they 
were introduced here, have no proper part in the 
discussion of this case. 
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Mr. Speaker, this committee started upon the 
consideration of this case in very good humor and 
in very good accord in spirit and purpose. The 
gentleman from Texas [Mr. HUDSPETH] 
suggested that some tentative agreement or 
arrangement had been made with reference to 
some of the issues.  We did begin to ascertain 
whether we could arrive at a unanimous conclusion 
in this case, and tentatively we passed over some 
controverted questions.  We passed over 
temporarily the Cache Creek proposition, and we 
also passed over temporarily the Indian vote 
proposition, and the gentleman from Texas [Mr. 
HUDSPETH] and the other minority members of 
the committee were parties to that discussion in the 
committee.  But the gentleman from New York [Mr. 
ROWAN], who is not here, and who was expected 
to take the laboring oar in this contest for the 
contestee, raised a very novel proposition which 
has not even been discussed by the gentlemen on 
the other side, namely, that the requirement of a 30 
days’ residence in the precinct was not borne out 
by a proper construction of the organic law of 
Alaska ; and there we stopped.  We could not go 
any further in trying to reach a unanimous 
agreement in the committee when such an issue 
as that was raised. 
Just one word about this question of the 
compensation of Mr. Wickersham.  I hold that 
question has no part in the discussion of this case.  
It has no proper place in this debate.  The question 
is whether Mr. Wickersham was elected a Delegate 
from Alaska.  If he was, he is entitled to the money.  
Why should you start here in this contest and 
object to his getting his salary, when you pay a 
salary to every man who is finally seated in an 
election contest in this House, whether it be in the 
last days of the session or at any other time during 
the session?  We seated a man the other day, who 
will get the full salary, and no such issue as that 
was raised in his case. 

Diary 33, 1921 
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But you say that this gentleman, Mr. 

Wickersham, has made a contest here before.  
Maybe he did.  I was not here, but I find there are 
antecedents and ramifications of this case which 
are entirely unknown to a new Member, and I wish 
some of those antecedents and ramifications would 
be forgotten and that the whole thing could be 
settled upon the evidence and the law. 

We can not hope in one hour and a half, nor can 
the other side hope in one hour and a half, to 
discuss this evidence which is represented by 
these documents.  It is impossible for us to go into 
the testimony of individual witnesses and tell you 
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what the effect of that testimony is.  But I want to 
say particularly to the Members on this side that 
the Republican members of this committee sat 
down together and they went over this testimony 
and examined every individual case of every voter 
whose vote is challenged in this report, of every 
voter who had not a residence of 30 days in the 
precinct and whose vote was challenged, and of 
every soldier whose vote was challenged.  We sat 
down and we spent many weary hours examining 
this testimony, and we reached the conclusions 
which you will find in the report of the committee. 

Somebody has raised the question of fraud.  
They tell you that votes should not be cast out 
unless you prove fraud.  That is not the rule of law.  
The rule of law is that there must be fraud shown 
unless the things complained of affect the result of 
the election.  In this case the things complained of 
do affect the result of the election.  If there is a 
violation of an election law, no matter how innocent 
or how unintentional the violation may be, if there is 
a violation of law which affects the result of the 
election, then such violation should be taken into 
account by those reviewing the testimony. 

In this case the things of which we complain do 
affect the result.  The votes which have been 
discarded and thrown out by your committee affect 
the result directly, because instead of the plurality 
of 33 votes which Mr. Sulzer received on the face 
of returns the elimination of the votes reported by 
your committee gives Mr. Wickersham a plurality of 
37 votes. 

In the discussion of this case we have attempted 
to divide the various issues among the majority 
members of the committee.  Many of you were not 
here yesterday afternoon and did not hear the 
discussion by the chairman of the committee [Mr. 
DOWELL] of some phases of the case, or the 
discussion by the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. 
ELLIOT] of another phase of the case.  I can not 
take the time to repeat what was said by them on 
the issues which they presented. 

I shall try to say a few words with reference to 
the soldier vote.  It may be a popular thing at this 
very time to charge the majority Members with 
eliminating soldier votes and making an appeal that 
soldiers’ votes should be allowed to be counted 
even if they are cast in violation of law.  I think all of 
us have had some experience with reference to 
soldiers’ votes.  Fort Sheridan is located in my 
district in Illinois.  Last November I was compelled 
to advise Republican officers and Republican 
privates at Fort Sheridan that they could not vote in 
the election if they had come there through being 
stationed at Fort Sheridan as soldiers.  In the 
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previous case of Wickersham against Sulzer in the 
Sixty-fifth Congress, the committee of which the 
distinguished gentleman from Louisiana [Mr. 
WILSON] was the chairman, a committee 
controlled by the Democratic side of this House at 
that time, brought in a report in which they 
discussed this very question, and they cited with 
approval the following: 
(I.A.) A person in the military service of the United 
States is entitled to vote where he has his legal 
residence, provided he has the qualifications 
prescribed by the laws of the State.  He does not 
lose such residence by reason of being absent in 
the service of the United States.  The laws of a 
particular State in which he is stationed and has 
only a temporary as distinguished from a legal 
residence may, however, permit him to vote in that 
State after a certain period of actual residence.  
(Digest of opinions of the Judge Advocates 
General of the Army, Howland, pp. 976-978. 
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McCrary on Elections, sections 90 and 91, page 

70, says, and I have the volume here: 
SEC. 90.  The fact that an elector is a soldier in 

the Army of the United States does not disqualify 
him from voting at his place of residence, but he 
can not acquire a residence, so as to qualify him as 
a voter, by being stationed at a military post whilst 
in the service of the United States. 

SEC. 91. Soldiers in the United States Army can 
not acquire a residence by being long quartered in 
a particular place, and then though upon being 
discharged from the service they remain in the 
place where they have previously been quartered, 
if a year’s residence in that place is required as a 
qualification for voting, they must remain there one 
year from the date of discharge before acquiring 
the right to vote. 

Now, I am just going to give you an idea of where 
the soldiers’ votes came from.  I say that the law is, 
and every authority will bear me out, that a soldier, 
who has been sent to a particular post and is 
stationed there as a soldier of the United States 
under orders of his superior officers, can not 
acquire a residence for voting purposes while at 
that post.  I will run through the list: 

William T. Barr, enlistment residence, Lincoln, 
Nebr. 

Ike A. Beal, enlistment residence, Amarillo, Tex. 
J.W. Boon, enlistment residence, Newnan, Ga. 
H.B. Connover, enlistment residence, St. Louis, 

Mo. 
R.N. Cummins, enlistment residence, Fairview, 

W. Va. 
Max H. Faust, enlistment residence, New York, 
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City. 
G.B. Hawley, enlistment residence, Spokane, 

Wash. 
J.P. Lake, enlistment residence, St. Paul, Kans. 
J.B. Looney, enlistment residence, Okmulgee, 

Okla. 
P.F. McQuillan, enlistment residence, Rochester, 

N.Y. 
H.R. Morgan, enlistment residence, Seattle, 

Wash. 
H. Van Wycke, enlistment residence, Seattle, 

Wash. 
G.E. Doyle, enlistment residence, Lawton, Wash. 
Sidney Gross, enlistment residence, San 

Francisco, Calif. 
-------  Wilson, enlistment residence, States. 
D.M. Hocker, enlistment residence, Owensboro, 

Ky. 
J.E. Peques, enlistment residence, Oklahoma, 

Okla. 
H.D. Stenbuck, enlistment residence, Milwaukee, 

Wis. 
E.D. Whittle, enlistment residence, El Paso, Tex. 
H. DeMarce, enlistment residence, Veblen, S. 

Dak. 
J.M. Campbell, enlistment residence, Norwalk, 

Ohio. 
L.G. Selk, enlistment residence, St. Louis, Mo. 
H.G. Westcott, enlistment residence, Seattle, 

Wash. 
They enlisted at these various places in the Army 

of the U.S. were sent to Alaska under orders from 
the Army officers and stayed there and served in 
the Army of the U.S.  Now, even if their enlistment 
expired and they remained in Alaska for a few days 
or a few weeks, if they reenlisted they did not 
acquire residence in Alaska by reason of such stay 
in Alaska. 

Mr. GRIGSBY.  Will the Gentleman yield? 
Mr. CHINDBLOM.  I can not yield now.  I think 

we have been pretty fair. 
Mr. GRIGSBY. Did any of them reenlist in 

Alaska?  
Mr. CHINDBLOM. Yes. 
Mr. GRIGSBY. They why does not the gentleman 

say so?  
Mr. CHINDBLOM. Even if they did reenlist, they 

could not acquire a residence in Alaska so as to 
make them legal voters. 

Mr. FIELDS. They might have been married and 
keeping house. 

Mr. CHINDBLOM. We have not included any that 
were married or had homes there. 

Mr. GRIGSBY. Where does the evidence show 
it? 
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Mr. CHINDBLOM. These 24 men whose names I 
have read all voted for Sulzer.  We threw out five 
others who voted for Wickersham.  We threw out 
this man Tyer. He was such an extreme partisan 
that he never would have voted for Wickersham, 
although he stated that he did vote for Wickersham 
to muddle the waters and mix up the case. 

Now I can only ask the Members of the House - it 
is too late to read the hearings or to read the 
testimony - I can only say this to them : You will 
have to accept the conclusions of one side or the 
other in this contest. You will have to accept the 
conclusions of the majority members of the 
committee or you will have to accept the 
conclusions of the minority members.  I do not 
believe that my discussion or any discussion will 
enlighten Members in any great degree. You can 
take this record and read detached portions of it as 
many people say you can read the Bible-and prove 
any proposition under Heaven.  What you have to 
do is to take a record of this sort, read it through 
carefully, and then reach your conclusion. 

Mr. ROSE.  Will the gentleman yield? 
Mr. CHINDBLOM. Yes. 

Diary 33, 1921 
February 28 

28 
Mr. ROSE.  Would it not be well to make known, 

and is it not the fact, that the majority as well as the 
minority members of the committee coincided with 
the views presented by Judge Wilson? 

Mr. CHINDBLOM.  They did. 
Mr. WILSON. of Louisiana.  Will the gentleman 

yield? 
Mr. CHINDBLOM. Yes.  I think it is fair to yield to 

the gentleman. 
Mr. WILSON of Louisiana.  I do not know what 

the testimony in this case is, but all the testimony in 
the other case was that the places of enlistment for 
the soldier to go into Alaska under military orders 
they went there and remained there under such 
orders.  Is there anything in the record to show that 
they made any attempt to the contrary? 

Mr. CHINDBLOM.  There were, some 
reenlistments in your case also.  I want to say, 
however, that there are a number of cases here 
where the soldiers were conscripted for the recent 
World War and happened to be in other precincts 
than the ones in which they lived.  We did not 
throw them out because Mr. Wickersham did not 
want it done.  These soldiers had been conscripted 
in Alaska, they were in the United States Army for 
the World War, but they happened on election day 
to be in some other precinct than the one in which 
they were conscripted, and we did nothing about 
them.  They were residents of Alaska, but not of 
the precincts in which they lived.  We treated them 
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more generously than we did the civilians.  With 
reference to the civilians, wherever we found a 
man as to whom the proof showed conclusively 
that he was not a resident of the precinct in which 
he voted, we thought it fair to throw that vote out.  
That matter was discussed yesterday, and I shall 
not discuss it any further.  The organic law of 
Alaska requires one year’s residence in the 
Territory and 30 days in the precinct. 

That law will be nugatory : it will be practically 
repealed by this Congress if it is not enforced in 
this election case.  They tell you that the distances 
are great in Alaska.  They are ; and that is one 
reason why they should be compelled to observe 
the law which is established by the Congress. 

The gentleman from Texas [Mr. HUDSPETH] 
said that we “laid off the Indian vote.”  On the 
Indian vote we took exactly the same position as 
was taken by the committee in the 1916 case, of 
which the gentleman from Louisiana [Mr. WILSON] 
was the chairman. 

Mr. HUDSPETH.  But you did not follow Judge 
Wickersham’s suggestion in that case asyou did in 
the other. 

Mr. CHINDBLOM.  We did not.  We took the 
same view that the former committee did.  Take 
this record and you will find the evidence is so 
inconclusive, so hazy, so misty, that it is impossible 
for anybody to reach any definite conclusion in 
respect to the Indian vote.  There is, however, no 
Indian that lives in tribal relations within the 
meaning of that term in Alaska, as established by 
the decisions of the courts.  There are no tribes up 
there.  They are not living under the tribal form of 
government, they have no chiefs under whom they 
live, and to whose government and laws they are 
subject. 
With respect to the 40-mile district, the gentlemen 
from Texas [Mr. HUDSPETH] said that while the 
order was not made in time the notices were 
posted in time.  Let us consider the conditions in 
Alaska.  Many of the people live in the wilderness.  
They live far away from each other.  There were 
five precincts in the 40-mile district.  Two of them 
were Republican precincts.  In those precincts the 
post offices were located, and they were the 
centers of population.  Under the law the 
commissioner could reduce the number of 
precincts and change the polling places by entering 
an order 60 days before the election.  If he had 
entered the order 60 days before the election, the 
residents of the district and the people interested in 
the election could have gone to his office and seen 
the order ; but the gentleman says that sufficient 
was done when he posted the notices.  Where did 
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he post them?  On the trees and on the backs of 
barns, wherever they could find a place.  What 
public places are there in Alaska where a man who 
lives in the wilderness can find notices?  The only 
way he can be advised of a change in the polling 
places in a Territory of that sort is by personal 
information, and that personal information could 
have been given, and would have been given, if 
the order had been entered of record at the proper 
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time and at the place where it should have been.  
When they went to the commissioner’s office 60 
days before the election there was no such order 
upon the books ; but after that time, under the 
direction of Judge Bunnell, or under his 
suggestion-and I have concluded from this 
testimony that he is as bitter a partisan as any man 
in Alaska-the commissioner only some 35 days 
before the election entered an order on the record 
reducing the number of precincts from five to three, 
and he removed the polling places from the places 
where the post offices in the district are located. 

With reference now to Cache Creek.  The 
gentleman says it is unfair to discard those votes.  
You do not have to discard those votes to reach 
the same result as we have reached here.  In fact, 
you can omit Cache Creek precinct and you can 
omit 40-mile district, and if you take only the votes 
which were illegally cast on the ground of 
nonresidence in the precinct, and by soldiers who 
were not entitled to vote and the other individual 
votes, you would still have a majority in favor of Mr. 
Wickersham on the record in this case.  But I say 
with reference to Cache Creek, if this House will 
say that men residing in a mining or lumber camp 
can get together the night before the election and 
say : “Now, to-morrow, we have to leave at 
daybreak, and the law requires us to have an 
election from 8 o’clock in the morning until 7 at 
night, but we are not going to do that, we are going 
to take these votes in the morning as soon as we 
get out of bed, and we are going to close the 
business up and get out of here”-if you decide that 
elections can be conducted in that way, you will be 
setting a very bad and a very dangerous 
precedent.  In fact, there have been arguments 
here which I seems to me entirely ignore the 
requirements of the law.  One gentleman in debate 
last evening said that it was “fair and honorable to 
accommodate the voters.”  This was certainly an 
accommodation to the voters, and I think this 
election was conducted for the accommodation in 
Alaska of every man who wanted to vote for 
Sulzer.  It was an accommodation election. 

Mr. Speaker, if a man presents himself to the 
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voters of his district or of his Territory and is 
defeated in an election by reason of fraud or by 
reason of violations of law which affect the result 
he has the right not only under the Constitution, but 
under the laws of Congress, under the statutes of 
the United States, to bring a contest here. 

If it is shown that he had been elected, are we 
going to let our personal predilections, our likes or 
dislikes for individuals, our personal prejudices, or 
any other similar considerations determine our 
action in the case, or are men going to have the 
privilege of coming to the Congress of the United 
States, to the House of Representatives, and 
presenting their case, and securing a verdict on the 
evidence and the law as presented?  I think that is 
the issue here.  I am perfectly satisfied, as every 
member of the majority of the committee is 
perfectly satisfied, that Mr. Wickersham is entitled 
to this election.  I did not enter this case with any 
prejudice in favor of Mr. Wickersham.  I will say 
frankly that I think frequently he rubs the fur the 
wrong way.  Frequently we had clashes in the 
committee, and I was not disposed for partisan or 
personal reasons to give him the best of the 
argument in this case, but I reached the conclusion 
that he is entitled to this election, that he obtained 
a clear majority of the votes in Alaska in the 
November election of 1918. 
Some complaint has been made about delay in this 
case.  Mr. Sulzer died on April 15, 1919, and the 
certificate of election was issued to him on April 17, 
1919.  Notice of contest could not be given until the 
certificate had issued.  Mr. Wickersham came here.  
The gentleman from Alaska, Mr. Grigsby, said that 
the governor was compelled to call a special 
election.  That is not quite so.  The Legislature of 
Alaska got together in a hurry and passed a law for 
the holding of a special election, while Mr. 
Wickersham was perfecting this appeal, this 
contest in this House.  Then this House passed a 
resolution directing that the contest should proceed 
against Mr. Grigsby as well as against Mr. Sulzer.  
Under that resolution we have proceeded.  The 
time for taking evidence was extended.  After the 
depositions in Alaska had been taken, we began 
the hearings before the committee in March of last 
year.  We had just finished the hearings and had 
very little time to consider the evidence when the 
House adjourned on June 5 of last year.  We got 
together shortly after the House reconvened last 
December and we considered this case and the 
committee filed its report about three weeks ago.  I 
think there has been no undue delay.  [Applause.] 
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The SPEAKER.  The time of the gentleman from 

Illinois has expired. 
Mr. GARRETT.  Mr. Speaker, I understand the 

previous question has been ordered.  I move to 
recommit the report and resolutions in the pending 
election case of Wickersham against Sulzer and 
George B. Grigsby to the Committee on Elections 
No. 3. 

The SPEAKER.  The gentleman from Tennessee 
offers a motion to recommit, which the Clerk will 
report. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
Mr. GARRETT moves to recommit the report and 

resolutions in the pending contested-election case 
of Wickersham against Sulzer and George B. 
Grigsby to the Committee on Elections No. 3. 

Mr. CHINDBLOM.  Mr. Speaker I make the point 
of order that the previous question was to be 
considered as ordered at the end of debate. 

The SPEAKER.  That is true, but that does not 
preclude a motion to recommit. 

Mr. DOWELL.  Mr. Speaker, I move the previous 
question on the motion to recommit. 

The previous question was ordered. 
The SPEAKER.  The question is on the motion of 

the gentleman from Tennessee to recommit the 
resolution to the Committee on Elections No. 3. 

Mr. DOWELL.  On that I demand the yeas and 
nays. 

Mr. GARRETT.  Let it advance a step further and 
the point of order can then be made and the 
gentleman will get the yeas and nays. 

The question was taken, and the Speaker 
announced the noes seemed to have it. 

Mr. GARRETT.  I make the point of order there is 
no quorum present. 

The SPEAKER.  Apparently a quorum has not 
voted and is not present.  The Doorkeeper will 
close the doors, the Sergeant at Arms will notify 
absent Members, and the Clerk will call the roll. 

The question was taken ; and there were-yeas 
169, nays 188, answered “present” 3, not voting 
68, as follows; 

[Roll No. 136.] 
YEAS-169. 

[list of members who voted yeas] 
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NAYS-188. 

[list of members who voted neas] 
 

ANSWERED “PRESENT”-3. 
[list of members who voted “present”] 

 
NOT VOTING-68. 
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[list of members not voting] 
So the motion to recommit was rejected. 
The Clerk announced the following pairs: 
On the vote: 
[list of members with members] 
The SPEAKER.  A quorum is present.  The 

Doorkeeper will open the doors. 
The question comes on the resolutions, which 

the Clerk will report. 
Mr. HUDSPETH.  Mr. Speaker, I move to 

substitute the minority for the majority report. 
The SPEAKER. That is already pending.  The 

Clerk will report the resolutions. 
The Clerk read as follows : 
Resolved, That James Wickersham was not 

elected a Delegate to the Sixty-sixth Congress 
from the Territory of Alaska, and is not entitled to a 
seat in said Congress. 

Resolved, That Charles A. Sulzer was duly 
elected a Delegate from the Territory of Alaska to 
the Sixty-sixth Congress, and that said Charles A. 
Sulzer having died, and George B. Grigsby having 
been elected at a special election as a Delegate 
from the Territory of Alaska, and having been 
sworn in as a Member of the House of 
Representatives on July 1, 1920 that the said 
Grigsby is entitled to retain his seat therein. 

Mr. GARRETT.  Mr. Speaker, I ask for a division 
of the question. 

The SPEAKER.  The gentleman has that right.  
The question is on agreeing to the first resolution. 

The question was taken, and the Speaker 
announced that the noes seemed to have it. 

Mr. GARRETT.  Mr. Speaker, I ask for the yeas 
and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The question was taken ; and there were – yeas 

169, nays 179, answered “present” 11, not 
voting69, as follows : 

[Roll No. 137.] 
YEAS-169. 

[list of members who voted yeas] 
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NAYS-179. 

[list of members who voted neas] 
 

ANSWERED “PRESENT”-11. 
[list of members who voted “present”] 

 
NOT VOTING-69. 

[list of members not voting] 
So the resolution was rejected. 
The Clerk announced the following additional 

pairs : 
On this vote: 
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[list of members with members] 
The result of the vote was announced as above 

recorded. 
The SPEAKER.  The question is on agreeing to 

the second resolution, which the Clerk will report. 
The Clerk read as follows : 

Resolved, That Charles A. Sulzer was duly elected 
a Delegate form the Territory of Alaska to the Sixty-
sixth Congress, and that said Charles A. Sulzer 
having died, and George B. Grigsby having been 
elected at a special election as a Delegate from the 
Territory of Alaska, and having been sworn in as a 
Member of the House of Representatives on July 
1, 1920, that the said Grigsby is entitled to retain 
his seat therein. 
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The SPEAKER.  The question is on agreeing to 

the resolution. 
Mr. GARRETT.  Mr. Speaker, I demand the yeas 

and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The question was taken ; and there were yeas 

161, nays 178, answered “present” 5, not voting 
84, as follows : 

[Roll No. 138.] 
YEAS-161. 

[list of members who voted yeas] 
 

 
NAYS-178. 

[list of members who voted neas] 
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ANSWERED “PRESENT”-5. 

[list of members who voted “present”] 
 

NOT VOTING-84. 
[list of members not voting] 

So the resolution was rejected. 
The Clerk announced the following additional 

pairs : 
On the vote : 
[list of members with members] 
Mr. SUMMERS of Washington.  Mr. Speaker, 

how am I recorded?  I want to be recorded “no.” 
The SPEAKER.  Did the gentleman vote when 

the roll was called? 
Mr. SUMMMERS of Washington.  No; I was not 

present. 
The SPEAKER.  Then the gentleman does not 

qualify. 
The result of the vote was announced as above 

recorded. 
The SPEAKER.  The question is on the original 

resolution, which the Clerk will report. 
The Clerk read as follows : 
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Resolved, That Charles A. Sulzer was not 
elected a Delegate to the House of 
Representatives from the Territory of Alaska in this 
Congress, and George B. Grigsby, who is now 
occupying the seat made vacant by the death of 
said Sulzer, is not entitled to a seat herein. 

Resolved, That James Wickersham was duly 
elected a Delegate from the Territory of Alaska in 
this Congress and is entitled to a seat herein. 

Mr. SUMNERS of Texas.  Mr. Speaker, I ask for 
a division of the question. 

Mr. MANN of Illinois.  Mr. Speaker, a 
parliamentary inquiry ; and if the Speaker finds any 
difficulty in answering it, I am perfectly willing to 
withdraw the inquiry. 
The House having just voted on a resolution 
declaring that Mr. Sulzer was elected, and having 
negatived that proposition, is it necessary now to 
vote on the proposition that Mr. Sulzer was not 
elected, in order to reach a vote on the resolution 
declaring that Mr. Wickersham was elected?  It has 
been the universal ruling, and especially during the 
Speakership of Mr. CLARK, that when a Senate 
amendment came to the House and a motion was 
made to concur in the Senate-amendment and that 
motion was defeated that that was in effect and 
was treated as a motion carried to disagree to the 
Senate amendment. 

Diary 33, 1921 
February 28 

28 
The SPEAKER.  It seems to the Chair at first 

blush that that is a question which should govern 
gentlemen in demanding a division, rather than a 
decision by the Chair.  As the gentleman says, the 
House has just voted what is substantially the first 
clause of this resolution, but it seems to the Chair 
that if any person desires it, he has a right to 
demand that the first clause be voted upon 
separately. 

Mr. SUMNERS of Texas.  I will state that my 
reason for asking for a division of the question is 
that I want a vote on the last proposition in this 
resolution stripped of everything else. 

Mr. DOWELL.  Has the gentleman any objection 
to voting on the first part of the resolution without a 
roll call, and then having a roll call on the other? 

Mr. SUMNERS of Texas.  Personally I have no 
objection to that.  I do not know what may be 
desired on this side, but as far as I am personally 
concerned I have no objection to the vote being 
taken without roll call.  But I do want a separate 
vote. 

Mr. DOWELL.  In order to save the parliamentary 
question, Mr. Speaker, we may vote without a roll 
call upon the first part of the resolution, and then 
have a roll call on the second part. 
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Mr. BARKLEY.  Mr. Speaker, a parliamentary 
inquiry. 

The SPEAKER.  The gentleman will state it. 
Mr. BARKLEY.  There are apparently three 

prongs to this motion.  One is, resolved that Mr. 
Sulzer was not elected.  The, resolved that Mr. 
Grigsby is not entitled to his seat. 

The SPEAKER.  Those two propositions are both 
contained in the first resolution. 

Mr. BARKELY. The two in one? 
The SPEAKER.  Yes.  The question is on the first 

part of the original resolution, declaring that Mr. 
Sulzer was not elected, and that Mr. Grigsby is not 
entitled to a seat. 

The question being taken, the Speaker 
announced that the ayes appeared to have it. 

Mr. GARRETT.  Mr. Speaker, at the request of 
many gentlemen on this side I ask for the yeas and 
nays. 

The SPEAKER.  The gentleman from Tennessee 
demands the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The question was taken ; and there were  - yeas 

182, nays 162, answered “present” 9, not voting 
75, as follows : 

[Roll No. 139.] 
YEAS-182. 

[list of members who voted yeas] 
Diary 33, 1921 
February 28 

28 
NAYS-178.62 

[list of members who voted neas] 
 

ANSWERED “PRESENT”-9. 
[list of members who voted “present”] 

 
NOT VOTING-75. 

[list of members not voting] 
So the resolution was agreed to. 
The following additional pairs were announced : 

[list of members with members] 
Diary 33, 1921 
February 28 

28 
NAYS-162 

[list of members who voted neas] 
 

ANSWERED “PRESENT”-9. 
[list of members who voted “present”] 

 
NOT VOTING-75. 

[list of members not voting] 
So the resolution was agreed to. 
The following additional pairs were announced : 
[list of members with members] 
Mr. BRUMBAUGH.  Mr. Speaker, I desire to vote 

“no.” 
The SPEAKER.  Was the gentleman present and 
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listening when his name should have been called? 
Mr. BRUMBAUGH.  I was not? 
Mr. SPEAKER.  The gentleman does not qualify. 

The result of the vote was announced as above 
recorded. 

Diary 33, 1921 
February 28 

28 
The SPEAKER.  The Clerk will report the last 

resolution. 
The Clerk read as follows: 
Resolved, That James Wickersham was duly 

elected a Delegate from the Territory of Alaska in 
this Congress and is entitled to a seat herein. 

The SPEAKER.  The question is on agreeing to 
the resolution. 

Mr. GARRETT.  Mr. Speaker, I ask for the yeas 
and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The question was taken ; and there were yeas 

177, nays 163, answered “present” 9, not voting 
79, as follows: 

[Roll No. 140.] 
YEAS-177. 

[list of members who voted yeas] 
 

NAYS-163. 
[list of members who voted neas] 

Diary 33, 1921 
February 28 

28 
ANSWERED “PRESENT”-9. 

[list of members who voted “present”] 
 

NOT VOTING-79. 
[list of members not voting] 

So the resolution was agreed to. 
The following additional pairs were announced : 
[list of members with members] 
Mr. SWOPE.  Mr. Speaker, I wish to vote “aye.” 
The SPEAKER.  Was the gentleman present in 

the Hall and listening when his name should have 
been called? 

Mr. SWOPE.  I was not. 
The SPEAKER.  The gentleman does not qualify. 
The result of the vote was announced as above 

recorded. 
On motion of Mr. DOWELL, a motion to 

reconsider the last vote was laid on the table. 
Mr. WICKERSHAM appeared at the bar of the 
House and took the oath of office. 
 
It was a struggle - a bitter partisan fight - organized 
- first by partisan Democrats, assisted, second, by 
the Bowers -”Curry Cannery interests, and third, by 
the “Boars Nest Poker Club” of which Grigsby is 
the “Tinhorn.” 
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Diary 33, 1921 
March 3 

3 
It was a good fight by my friends, Dowell, Elliott, 
Chindbloom, Scott, Hays, of the Committee on 
Elections No. 3. assisted by Mondell, Mann, Vestal, 
and a dozen others who came to the front when 
the “Light began, and took charge of the matter 
and made it a Republican Organization fight.  My 
friends Col. Winslow, of Mass. Good, of Iowa, and 
others gave strong support.  A dozen poker playing 
friends of Grigsbys asserted the organization & it 
took hard work by the leaders to keep the vote that 
favorable, for they thought, they had the 
arrangements to defeat me - Cannery Trust & 
Poker - both of which favored Grigsby. 

Diary 33, 1921 
March 3 

-3d- 
Have spent hours today thanking my friends of 
yesterdays fight who assisted in rescuing me from 
the attacks of the “Boars Nest Poker Club,” the 
Cannery trust and other enemies of my party. 
McBride, who poses as Republican National 
Committeeman from Alaska is here flitting furtively 
from place to place threatening to bring out a “dark 
horse” candidate for Gov. of Alaska - he is himself 
a candidate for Collector of Customs!  Charlie 
Herron, whom McBride defeated with the aid of the 
Democratic machine & Newspapers, is here 
fighting him in the most open & active 

Diary 33, 1921 
March 3 

3 
manner & exhibiting letter from Tripp, (McBrides 
partner & manager) addressed to the Seattle 
Cannerymen, asking money contributions to send 
McBride to Washington to fight me, etc.  Herron 
showed the letter to me & also to Dan Sutherland 
in my presence - today.   

Herron & Dan had a fierce row in my presence & 
only I prevented Dan from - probably - assaulting 
Herron.  The matter was smoothed over - but the 
fire burns underneath & may break out again!  
Herron told me he was urging the appointment of 
Beaumont - of Anchorage - a soldier for U. S. 
Marshal, 3rd Division & had sufficient strength to 
get him appointed. 

Diary 33, 1921 
March 4 

March 4th 1921. 
A glorious sunny day - & it was an ideal 
Inauguration.  I marched with the House members 
to the Senate & had a fine seat where I saw the 
Senate organized - Coolidge sworn in as Vice 
President etc. and then to the East steps of the 
Capital where I stood just back of President 
Harding when he took the oath before Chief Justice 
White & when I heard every word of his truly 
remarkable speech.  It was a splendid crowd of 
people - thousands filled the whole space east of 
the capitol & heard every word uttered by the 
President - through a powerful electric amplifier.  It 
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was an ideal Inauguration! 

Diary 33, 1921 
March 5 

-March 5th – 
Funeral of Champ Clark, Speaker for some years, 
Republican from Missouri for more years, and an 
orator & Democratic statesman - who ought to 
have been nominated for President at the 
Baltimore convention 9 years ago. – held today 
services in the house of Representatives. 
 
[entrance ticket to funeral service] 

United States House of Representatives 
FUNERAL SERVICES OF CHAMP CLARK 
Late a Representative of the United States 

from the State of Missouri 
March Fifth, Nineteen Hundred and Twenty-one 

AT TEN-THIRTY O’CLOCK A.M. 
ADMIT TO THE GALLERIES OF THE HOUSE OF 

REPRESENTATIVES 
Diary 33, 1921 
March 6-7 

-6th – 
Charley Herron, Ed. Anchorage Times & Juneau 
Capital is in consultation with McBride - and seems 
to be working with him, notwithstanding his former 
denunciations etc. They are a pair. 

-7th – 
I went to the White House this morning and met 
Judson C. Welliver, who is in charge of publicity 
there for President Harding. He seemed glad to 
see me.  I have him a copy of my letter to Harding 
& he promised to read - understand and assist me. 
Visited the Dept. of Interior in re. Wrangell Pulp & 
Paper Co. application for power sites near 
Wrangell nothing is being done in the matter. 

Diary 33, 1921 
March 8-9 

-8th – 
Have been dictating letters in answer to my much 
belated correspondence today.  Am also studying 
the Alaska clauses in the Oil & Gas Act. of Feb. 25, 
1920, for McCord & his Portland associates in 
respect to their claims on the Alaska Peninsula.  
Recd. letter from Dr. S. Hall Young, who promises 
to come over to Washington next week and assist 
me in my Governorship fight. 

-9th – 
Dictating letters, etc. to Stenographer.  Also 
studying oil clauses in the oil & gas law - the 
Alaska clauses.  Secured complete file of Alaska 
Railroad Record etc. 

Diary 33, 1921 
March 10 

-10- 
Spent an hour with oculist getting new glasses, etc. 
examination of my eyes.  Says they are in healthy 
condition - but the right one will never be good & 
strong again. 
Attended dinner at Cairo - with Senator & Mrs. 
Wesley L. Jones, of Wash - present Senator & Mrs. 
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Poindexter, the Washington Representatives & 
wives, General & Mrs. Drain, and others.  A large 
and brilliant dinner.  I escorted Mrs. Drain to dinner 
& Representative Hadley had Mrs. W-. 
 
[little card] 

Mr. Wickersham 
has the honor of escorting 

Mrs. Drain 

Diary 33, 1921 
March 11 

-11th – 
Saw Senator Willis, of Ohio, and he will go to 
Secretary Fall with me tomorrow - the Secretary 
has much to say in regard to the appointment of 
Governor of Alaska and it is quite desirable to get 
his good opinion, approval & support. 
Also saw Senator Norris, of Neb. and am to see 
Senator Johnson, of Cal. on Monday.  I want 
Norris, Johnson & Borah, of Idaho, back of me and 
fully advised that Hazelet’s appointment means the 
control of Alaska by the Alaska Syndicate.  I must 
be careful, however, not to let any of these 
Senators start a public discussion - until necessity 
compels it. 

Diary 33, 1921 
March 12 

-12- 
Went with Senator Willis, of Ohio, to present my 
application for appointment as Governor of Alaska, 
to Secretary Fall.  Senator Willis was fine - said 
everything as strong as it could be put, and as full, 
and the matter came off happily and in satisfactory 
shape.  Secretary Fall was cordial & assuring - but, 
of course, made no promise.  I presented him with 
a set of 5 volumes of Alaska Law Reports - 
exhibited my endorsements & he treated me fine & 
asked me to come back soon & talk general 
Alaskan matters.  No appointment will be made till 
Congress meets in a month from this date. 

Diary 33, 1921 
March 13-14 

-13- 
Am informed that McBride & a woman by the name 
of Lunn (?) had a talk with the President yesterday 
- against me. 
Nothing new today. Income Tax. 

-14th – 
Went to int. Rev. Office (first room to left main 
entrance Treas. Build. opposite La Fayette 
square): met Mr. F. A. Pullman, in charge: after 
examining my act. for 1920, he said I did not have 
to make any return.  He went upstairs for an 
opinion on my salary for 1920 from Delegate to 
Congress & returned saying it must all go in my 
report made in 1922; & also said I would have an 
offset of expenses therein though made in 1919-
1920 &1921. 

Diary 33, 1921 
March 14 

14th – 
Have had several interesting conversations with 
delegate Dan Sutherland lately.  He frankly tells me 
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that he agreed with the Hazelet forces not to 
interfere in the governorship contest between 
Hazelet and me: that he will not endorse me nor 
Hazelet! that he will not endorse any candidate 
from Alaska, but Gaustad, the sole exception. 

But, he has made some secret agreement with 
Senator Jones, of Wash. by which the Senator -
also secretly – will aid Dan in carrying out his 
desires -secret, also - to prevent Hazelet & others 
from securing their desired offices - & he tells me 
that Senator Jones goes to Sec. Fall today on such 
a mission for Dan. 
Damn a coward! 

Diary 33, 1921 
March 15-16 

-15th – 
Prepared a Brief for the Secretary of the Interior in 
relation to the application of the Oil Laws, etc. 
Dr. S. Hall Young, my old Alaska parson friend, 
came over from New York this evening to assist 
me.  He will see Post Master Genl. Hays, Sec. of 
Interior Fall & President Harding. 

-16th – 
I saw Senator Cummins, of Iowa, this a.m. and 
talked Alaska Ry. and Governorship to him. 
He assured me of his interest in both & agreed to 
say something friendly to President Harding in my 
interest.  Clegg, candidate for judge, from 
Fairbanks is here, & took lunch & dinner with us in 
company with Dr. S. Hall Young.   
Called on Senator Poindexter & found Charley 
Herron of Seattle - Owner of Anchorage Times & 
Juneau 

Diary 33, 1921 
March 16 

16 
just ahead of me.  After 15 minutes he (& a man by 
the name of Beaumont, who is a candidate for U. 
S. Marshal at Cordova etc.) came out & I engaged 
Senator Poindexter in conversation.  He told me 
that objection was being made to me that I was the 
head of one faction, Hazelet another, and the best 
interest of the republican party would be served by 
the appointment of an outside man - one not a 
member of either faction, etc.  He named one 
“Behr” of N.Y. as the right man!  I assumed this line 
of talk was made by Herron - who seems to be 
flush with money & is working in company with 
members of the Cannery combine.  I then went to 
see Senator Willis & told him the Herron talk & he 
vigorously denounced it & said he would oppose 
any such a plan - he is for an Alaskan! 

Diary 33, 1921 
March 16-17 

16 
Dr. Young has arranged a meeting with Will. H. 
Hays, Postmaster General for tomorrow morning.   
Recd. petition of 38 new names from Kantishna 
precinct asking my appointment as Governor. This 
petition is the work of my friend James A. Haney. 

-17th – 

J:\hist_docs\wickersham\ASL-MS0107-5-33.doc 



Alaska State Library - Historical Collections, PO Box 110571, Juneau AK 99811-0571 
Diary of James Wickersham. Dec. 2, 1920 to Jan. 1st [2nd]1922. 
MS 107 BOX 5 DIARY 33  
 

Dr. S. Hall Young, went to see, P. M. Genl. Hays 
this morning & was well received.  Hays told him 
that he would not take any responsibility in the 
matter of the appointment of Governor in Alaska, 
unless requested to do so by Sec. Fall, or the 
President; that he knew me, was friendly and 
favored my appointment & if asked about it would 
urge my appt. etc.  A very successful & happy visit 
- says I if correct. 

Diary 33, 1921 
March 17 

17th continued. 
But - the visit of Dr. Young to Sec. of Int. Fall in my 
interest was not so happy.  Fall said that strong 
representations had been made to him that I was 
not of the right “temperament” to be governor of 
Alaska, etc.  He seemed to be fixed in his opinion 
that I ought not to be named for the office & Dr. 
Young did not succeed in softening him.  He did 
say he would assist Dr. Young in seeing the 
President about the matter.  I am satisfied that his 
attitude in the matter was brought about by Ex-
Senator Geo. C. Chamberlain of Oregon, who is to 
be named on the shipping board.  Herron has been 
talking to Chamberlain & I am sure that he is the 
cause of the trouble. 

Diary 33, 1921 
March 17 

17th continued. 
O. P. Gaustad, of Fairbanks, came in yesterday - 
also Tom. Marquam, both from Fairbanks. 
Marquam is candidate for Judge & brought Ex. 1. 
with him! = his prostitute wife. 
Dr. Young & Gaustad were in my room last night & 
Sutherland came up.  In the discussion some 
strong appeal was made to Sutherland to lead the 
matter of the contest for Governorship but in vain - 
He wont budge - he has refused to endorse me or 
to go to Secretary or the President in the matter - 
and has just abdicated his duty to the people of 
Alaska & permits, McBride, Herron, and “any old 
thing” to prevail on the President if they can to give 
the government of Alaska over to the Syndicate or 
to anyone who wants it.  He has lain down like a 
whipped dog! 

Diary 33, 1921 
March 18 

-18th – 
Dr. Young declares that Sutherland will endorse 
me for Gov. & says he talked specially with him 
about it today.  Says Sutherland told him he 
intended to see Sec. Fall & the President both next 
week & say to each that I ought to be appointed, 
etc. Well, I hope he does it. 
Young also says Dan told him that McBride 
informed him (Dan) that -he talked to the President 
this week and recommended Hazelet for Gov. that 
the President looked squarely in McBrides eyes & 
said “Is he a good man?”  McBride answered - 
“Yes, he is a good man.”  The President looked at 
him closely and said “Are you sure of it?” and 
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McBride said “Yes,” whereupon the President said 
“Well if I find he is not it will be bad for you.”  
McBride said he was not encouraged by what the 

Diary 33, 1921 
March 18 

18 
President said.  Note: While in Senator Norris 
office last week he showed me a letter from Gifford 
Pinchot in which P- told the Senator that President 
Harding had promised him, positively, that he 
would not appoint Hazelet - so maybe McBrides 
fears have a good foundation! 

Dr. Young & I went into the House Restaurant 
today for lunch - at one table sat Sutherland, 
McBride & George Grigsby! at another sat Mrs. 
Sutherland & Gaustad & the Dr. and I took a third 
table - much to the amusement of Mrs. Sutherland. 

Finished my Brief addressed to the Sec. of the 
Int. in the matter of Alaska Oil land permits - trying 
to secure greater liberality by a fair construction of 
the Act. 

Diary 33, 1921 
March 19 

-19th – 
Went to the Int. Dept. this morning with McCord & 
delivered copy of my Brief to Asst. Sec. Int. Finney, 
who is just appointed.  Congratulated him & 
discussed the law points. About noon Sutherland 
came hurriedly to tell me he & John F. Ballaine had 
just had an interview with Sec. Fall about Ballaine 
as a Ry. Manager for the Gov. Ry. in Alaska & 
during the conversation Sec. Fall had (practically) 
told them he would not appoint me Governor. 
I immediately went to see the Sec. myself & had a 
long, pleasant & I thought favorable interview with 
him.  I do not think he has made up his mind whom 
he will recommend to the Pres. for Gov. in Alaska. 
- He told Dan that Members of Congress had 
objected to me 

Diary 33, 1921 
March 19 

19 
and referring to that I told him that Curry & Bowers 
were bitterly opposed to me - & why.  I told him that 
I wished him to put my record to the severest test, 
in relation to my policies & record as a Delegate 
from Alaska, for that I had decided views & had 
fully & freely expressed them & would stand by 
them as Governor, that if I could not have his 
fullest confidence & support I did not want to be 
Gov. - He was very frank with me & I am to go 
back by appointment on Monday & talk “fisheries” 
& Railroad & rates & transportation etc.  It seems 
that Charley Herron has hold of a live sucker one 
“Carl Behr,” from New York, & is trying to put him in 
as Governor of Alaska - It is, I suppose, a cash 
sale! 

Diary 33, 1921 
March 20-21 

-20th – 
Darrell came over from Philadelphia and spent the 
day with us, returning there this evening at 7:30.  
He is in good health and employed in large office 
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doing a large business in Marine Insurance.  He is 
interested in the work and hopes to pass certain 
required examinations soon and become an 
admitted expert in that class of Insurance work. 

-21st – 
Saw Welliver at the White House early this morning 
- he told me the objection urged against me which 
seemed most dangerous is: that I was for a long 
time not a good Republican that I was independent 
politically & inclined to 

Diary 33, 1921 
March 21 

21 
support the Wilson administration.  He advised me 
to see Senator Cummins of Iowa, and get him to 
report favorably.  I went to see Senator Cummins 
at once and after full explanation he called up the 
White House & assured Mr. Christian, the 
Presidents Private secretary, that I was a simon-
pure Republican. 
Saw Secretary Fall again this afternoon for an hour 
and told him the story about my political Record - 
and talked long & earnestly with him about the 
transportation situation in Alaska.  He is working 
intently on the latter problems, and kept my data 
for study while he was cordial and friendly he gave 
me no inkling as to his judgment on the 
appointment. 

Diary 33, 1921 
March 21 

21st cont. 
Dan Sutherland and John E. Ballaine called on the 
Sec. of Int. this morning.  My friend McCord was 
present with them.  During the conversation the 
Sec asked Sutherland: “have you endorsed Judge 
Wickersham for governor, Mr. Sutherland”?  Dan 
answered – “No I have not endorsed anyone but 
the people of Alaska are behind Judge 
Wickersham”  McCord & Ballaine both gave me 
that story and while they do not quite agree in the 
exact phraseology - the substance is the same - 
that is the trouble.  Dan wont stand up & endorse 
me or the other fellow either. He is flittering 

Diary 33, 1921 
March 21 

21st cont. 
away his influence & is looked upon by all parties, 
now, as afraid to take a stand, and as one too 
friendly to the Alaska Syndicate.   
Senator Cummins told me he had strongly urged 
Sec. Fall not to appoint anyone who might be in 
any way friendly to the Guggenheims - that is was 
absolutely necessary to keep the Governorship 
free from that influence.  Then, too, I saw the letter 
from Gifford Pinchot to Senator Norris in which 
Pinchot said President Harding had promised him 
personally, that he would not appoint Hazelet.  So, 
tonight, it is quite certain that I or an outsider will be 
appointed - but which? 
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Diary 33, 1921 
March 22 

-March 22nd – 
Received from Sergeant at Arms, U. S. House 
Representatives: today:  Sum of Nineteen 
thousand & 500 dollars being Salary & Mileage as 
Delegate from Alaska, from March 4, 1919, to 
March 4, 1921.  $ 19,500 - Salary = $15,000, 
Mileage $4,500. 
McCord asked Senator Cummins for the copy of 
the Record in the Contested Election Case 1918, 
pages 700-706, containing my political record & 
took it to Welliver at the White House, Welliver 
says conditions are turning my way etc.  
Sutherland told me he would have his interview 
with the President in a day or two & that today 
where he had a moments talk the 

Diary 33, 1921 
March 22 

22 
President assured him that nothing would be 
agreed on in respect to Alaskan appointments until 
he (Sutherland) had been fully heard. 
Sent Rustgard & Marshall, each, a Treasury Check 
for $250. in final payment of balance of Atty. fee, in 
the Contested Election Cases. 
Long talk with Smith, of Buffalo, about pulp & paper 
& mining in Alaska, and he wishes me to come 
over to New York next week. to consult with some 
Capitalists about both resources & how best to 
acquire them in Alaska and to capitalize them in 
New York. 

Diary 33, 1921 
March 23 

-23d- 
John L. Steele, of New York, formerly of Valdes - 
Landlock Bay - Alaska, went up to the Interior 
Dept. with McCord to see Sec. Fall in my interest - 
this morning - but John got a poor start & Sec. Fall 
cut him off rather short when he found he was for 
me & read his statement to the President to both of 
them.  It was addressed to the President - 
dismissed Hazelets application briefly, by saying 
he was too close to the Alaska Syndicate interests 
etc.  Then took up my candidacy & referred to the 
fact that I was largely endorsed by nearly 5000 
Alaskans, & by many miners, bankers, etc. etc. and 
recommended that I be appointed Gov of Alaska. 

Diary 33, 1921 
March 23-24 

23 
Sec. Falls statement specially said that I was not 
endorsed by Sutherland - that Sutherland had not 
endorsed either Hazelet or me - “but leans toward 
Wickersham.” So I am endorsed by the Sec. 
without Dan’s endorsement.  However the 
President intends to consult with Dan about the 
matter & give him a chance to endorse me or not, 
before the appointment is made. 
McBride & Stell both came to tell me the news & 
congratulate me on prospects.  They also told it to 
McBride & his gang & they are now “making 
medicine” against me. 
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-24th – 
Sutherland saw the President but does not seem to 
have got more than a start.  Says the President 
seemed friendly etc. But made no binding 
statement 

Diary 33, 1921 
March 24 

24th cont. 
Dan gives me to understand that he was for me.  
McCord was in to see the President in a few 
minutes after Dan. nothing startling, but also 
nothing unfriendly - Senator Willis of Ohio, went up 
this afternoon & promised me he would add a 
word.  Senator Poindexter promised he would add 
his endorsement Saturday.  (McCord went to see 
Senator Nelson yesterday & on speaking of my 
candidacy in a friendly was the old man raged like 
a lion & “cussed” me out in good old Billingsgate 
style.  I suppose both Nelson & McCumber will 
fight my confirmation if am appointed with much 
noise & acrimony. 

Diary 33, 1921 
March 25 

-25th – 
Nothing much new.  Mrs. W. & I went over to the 
offices of the Anti-Saloon League to call on Mrs. 
Yost, who told us she had received several letters 
from Alaska, from Mrs. Hatcher, Dr. Beegler, and 
others urging the Prohibition organization to 
support me for Governor, and they were preparing 
to do so.  This afternoon Mr. S. E. Nicholson, Sec. 
of the League, whose residence is at Richmond, 
Indiana, came to see me & plan the work left 
promising to get Senator Jim Watson of Ind. busy 
in my behalf. 
Dan applied to me in a most friendly way to lend 
him $50. until his monthly salary is due - he talks 
as if he had endorsed me for Gov - but really has 
not. 

Diary 33, 1921 
March 26-28 

-26th – 
The Anti-Saloon League of America this day 
endorsed me in a strong letter to the President 

-27th – 
Darrell over from Philadelphia to visit us over 
Sunday. 
John F. Ballaine informs (?) me that Sec. Fall has 
endorsed both of us - John for control of Gov. Ry. 
& me for Gov. - but John is frequently mistaken. 

-28- 
Just rumors that Birch and Col. Richardson saw 
the President today -whether for Hazelet or 
Richardson I do not know. 

Diary 33, 1921 
March 29 

-29th – 
Dictating letters - answer to correspondence - 
Alaskan most of it. 
Have been looking up Richardsons activities as a 
Democratic “spellbinder,” for the Democrats in the 
1916 campaign in Alaska - also the Senate 
Hearings in 1910 on the Beveridge Bill - in case I 
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find that he is to become a candidate for Governor 
in Hazelets place.  Gaustad and Clegg have been 
shown the -McBride letters stating that he (McB) 
had been given control of patronage etc. and both 
are as badly disgusted as I am with his cowardly & 
vacillating course in my case. 

Diary 33, 1921 
March 30-31 

-30th – 
Saw Sec. Fall for a few minutes & he is as friendly 
and cordial as ever. Also had lunch with Welliver 
who thinks my chances for appointment good.  
Hazelet saw the President today - Sutherland is 
nervous - but waiting! 
The Alaska crowd interested but waiting.  Had 
another good talk with Senator Cummins - who 
saw the President at 5 o’clock & said he would 
continue to urge my availability. 

-31st – 
At suggestion of both Sec. Fall and Welliver 
applied for interview with the President.  Secretary 
Christian will notify me of the hour. 

Diary 33, 1921 
April 1 

-April 1st – 
Saw Senator Norris & told him the story - that 
McNary, Senator from Oregon had been procured 
to interview Sec. Fall & suggest that on account of 
the internal troubles in Alaska I ought not to be 
made Governor!  Tom Marquam seems to have 
procured McNary to believe that I am a 
Guggenheim Man!  Notified today that I am to see 
the President on Monday at 11 oclock. 

-April 2nd – 
Received a telegram from Kettleson, Juneau, that 
Legislature had taken very positive action in 
demanding appointment of Alaskan as Governor & 
said Telegram sent to Sutherland. 

Diary 33, 1921 
April 2 

2 
Sutherlands telegram reads as follows: 

“Juneau, Alaska, April 1, 1921. 
Dan Sutherland, Washington, D.C. 

Please present to the Secretary of the Interior, 
Honorable A.B. Fall the following “As one who long 
resided in one of the Territories of the United 
States, who will appreciate the desire of the people 
of Alaska that their Chief Executive should be a 
resident of the Territory and loyal to the interests of 
its people.  Therefore we, the undersigned 
members of the Territorial Legislature now in 
session assembled, as representatives of the 
people of the Territory, acting in their behalf as 
individuals, do hereby submit this our protest 
against the appointment of Colonel Richardson or 
any other person not an actual resident of the 
Territory as our Governor:  We further submit that 
unimportant constructive legislation requires 
immediate advice and attention of incoming 
Governor:  Convenient Resolution this date passed 
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both Houses urging early appointment bona fide 
resident Alaska for Governor. 
Senators: James Frawley, Forest J. Hunt, E.B. 
Collins, John Sundback. 
Representatives: Theodore Kettleson, Charles W. 
Brown, Andrew Nerland, O.D. Cochran, E.L. 
Hunter, Ash Cole, E. Holt, H.H. Ross, P.J. Rickert, 
Victor A. Julien.” 

Diary 33, 1921 
April 2-4 

2nd continued: 
Sutherland took this telegram up to Secretary Fall 
& had an interview about it - Sec. Fall inquired if I 
had my interview with the President yet, & Dan told 
him no, that I was to see the President on Monday 
– Sec. Fall seemed anxious to have the interview 
take place. 

-3rd – 
Nothing New – Sunday. 

-4th - 
Saw President Harding today - he seemed friendly 
enough but very much impressed with the 
accusation that I am not a good Republican!  He 
asked me squarely “did you run for office in Alaska 
on the Dem 

Diary 33, 1921 
April 4 

4 
=”ocratic ticket?” and I answered him just as 
squarely - while looking him directly in the eye – 
“No, never”!  He was friendly – but not satisfactory.  
He is in doubt & has not determined what to do – 
he finally said that just as soon as he finishes his 
message to Congress (to be read next Tuesday) 
he & Secretary Fall would take up the matter, etc.  
He is greatly disturbed for McBride & Hazelett et. 
al. are urging vigorously that if I am appointed it 
breaks the Republican organization in Alaska, and 
almost ruins the country!  And he half believes it!  
They are filing the old Brantner charges of 1888 
against me today with Fall. 

Diary 33, 1921 
April 5 

-5th – 
Jack McCord, one of my Alaskan friends was in the 
Dept. of Interior this morning - & Sec. Fall passed – 
stopped turned back & asked McCord: “I am going 
over to the White House to cabinet meeting – if it 
comes to a square issue of Hazelet or an outside 
man – which do you Alaskans prefer?”  McCord 
answered:  “An outside man.”  & the Sec. passed 
on.  Welliver also has talked generally today & 
altogether it looks to me as if I am being 
eliminated!  Went to Dept. of Justice with 
Sutherland & urged the appointment of Hubbard as 
an Asst. Atty. Genl. in charge of Alaskan affairs.  
Also 

Diary 33, 1921 
April 5 

5 
went with McCord to the Dept. of the Interior this 
afternoon to assist: him in securing a boat on the 
run -from Seward to Unalaska, via Kodiak, & way 
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ports.  Members of the Interdepartmental Alaskan 
Com. were there & Sec. Fall & a long talk, ended 
by a promise that if McCord could get a good & 
suitable boat on that route the P. O. Dept. would 
cancel the present mail contract and let the better 
boat have it in the interest of a better service. 
McCord starts West tomorrow & I am to meet him 
in Portland Or. in 10 days or so to assist with his 
Co. in perfecting the Alaskan organization. 

Diary 33, 1921 
April 6 

-6th – 
Saw Secretary Fall this morning in re McCords 
story that the Sec. said that it was “Hazelet or an 
outsider.”  The Sec. says McCord misunderstood 
him, etc., but gave me no information.  He asked 
me to prepare a brief note about the two Alaskan 
“jokers,” in the Merchant Marine Act, 1920, Secs. 7 
& 27, which I did and gave to him.  Also saw 
Senator Willis who promised to take up the 
struggle tomorrow & prevent the appointment of an 
outsider if possible.  Letter from Valentine saying 
Robertson & others at Juneau were sending in 
Telegraphic protests against my appointment as 
Governor! 

Diary 33, 1921 
April 7 

-7th – 
Interview with Senator Cummins who told me did 
not think President intended to appoint me Gov. of 
Alaska.  Also had interview with Sec. Fall & 
delivered him statement from Atty. Genl. Rustgard 
of Alaska, about refusal of Alaska SS. Co. & Pacific 
SS Co. to carry pulp from Speel River Plant, 
Alaska, to market except upon such exorbitant 
rates that the mill was forced to close down.  Fall 
put papers in pocked & said he would, read them 
at home tonight.  Am very much depressed about 
ray appointment as Gov - it looks as if my 
opponents have persuaded the President that it is 
not good 

Diary 33, 1921 
April 7-8 

7 
politics to appointment me.  Senator Cummins said 
the President was told that I am a “disturber.” etc. 
which so far as the Big Interest crooked schemes 
in Alaska are concerned, is true and I am proud of 
it. 

-8th – 
Beaumont, a candidate for Marshal in Alaska, tells 
me he had a talk with Secretary Fall day before 
yesterday & that Fall said to him, “I find it 
impossible to get the Delegate from Alaska, to 
endorse anybody for anything in that territory.”  B- 
cane back told Dan just what Fall said and he 
(Dan) went to see the Secretary yesterday to 
endorse 

Diary 33, 1921 
April 8-9 

8 
me for Governor!  But I do not now did or not - & if 
he did he has waited so long and acted so -
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cowardly about it as to rob his endorsement of its 
value!  I telegraphed Pinchot last night for 
assistance in my candidacy for Gov., but he is in 
Harrisburg, Penn. and busy & cannot come!  I am 
to see Daugherty, Atty. Genl. in the morning about 
Alaskan matters. 

-9th – 
Saw Atty. Genl. Daugherty today - he was friendly 
& took great interest in my general statement of 
conditions in Alaska.  Nome petitions came today = 
about 5500 names, now. 

Diary 33, 1921 
April 10-11 

-10th Sunday 
Pinchot came over from Harrisburg, Pa. and 
telephoned me to meet him at his aunts home 
#1619 R.I. Ave. N.W. which I did at 8:30 this 
evening.  After long and detailed explanation of the 
Alaska Situation he promised to give tomorrow to 
the matter & see the President if possible. 

-11th – 
Saw Pinchot this forenoon - he had been to the 
White House, but was unable to see the Pres. but 
Sec. to President, Christian told him that he should 
have an interview before the Alaska Governorship 
was settled etc.  Pinchot said that he would come 
back in 

Diary 33, 1921 
April 11 

11 
day or so to see him.  Says while he was in Ex. 
office Ex-Gov. Walter E. Clark now of W. Va. was 
present telling Christian that Hazelet is a fine man 
& will make a good governor - & knocking me as 
hard as he could.  Told Sutherland & he groaned, 
for he hates Clark. 
Wrote endorsement today for Ben. Poindexter, for 
U.S. Marshal in Alaska, and for Guy B. Brown for 
Dist. Atty at Fairbanks.  Offered to write 
endorsement for Gaustad for Marshal - but he & 
Dan both agreed that it would be better to say it to 
the Atty. Genl. personally!  Really, what they want 
is to prevent McBride & Hazelet from finding that I 
have endorsed him! Selah!  If you know what I 
mean. 

Diary 33, 1921 
April 12 

-12th – 
Left Washington last night at 12. m. Penn. Ry. for 
New York. Arrived there at 7 a.m. this morning & 
met Charles B. Smith, of Buffalo, N.Y. at the 
Pennsylvania Hotel for breakfast.  Then we called 
on Mr. Connette of the United Gas & Elec. L. Co. 
on Broadway - to discuss Alaskan matters - the 
subject turned - unexpectedly to me, upon the 
Alaska Govt. Ry. & its lease by private parties, etc.  
I talked to both of them about the value of the Road 
& we left after only a few minutes conversation to 
call on another of Smiths financial friends - Mr. 
W.M. Bennett, of the firm of Hughes & Dier. stocks, 
bonds, grain at 42 New St.  We had quite a 
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Diary 33, 1921 
April 12 

12 
long talk, with Mr. Bennett - who seemed also quite 
interested in Alaskan matters.  He expressed a 
decided wish that I see Mr. Dier of his firm, but who 
is now in Atlantic City, N. J. for a rest preparatory 
to an operation - and asked me if I would go on to 
Atlantic City with him today - or tomorrow.  I said I 
could not go today & on telephoning with Mr. Dier, 
they arranged that I meet Mr. Dier, Mr. Bennett and 
Mr. Smith in Atlantic City on Thursday the 14th at 
the Embassador Hotel. 
Bennett explained to me that the firm was just now 

organizing a plan of promoting enterprises - in 
Alaska as well as in other parts of the world & 
wished to consult me about the Alaskan matters. 

Diary 33, 1921 
April 12-13 

12 
From their anxiety to have me go to Atlantic City - 
& to become associated with them in Alaskan 
promotion it occurs to me they have some real and 
definite object in view & I want to know what it is - 
so I shall go to Atlantic City on Thursday with them. 
Back to Washington this evening on Cong. Limited 
- nothing new. 

-13th – 
Recd. telephone message from Mr. Bennett from 
N.Y. saying that Dr. Dier of the firm was sick & 
could not see us at Atlantic City & not to go over 
tomorrow - postponed. 
My friend, Karl Thiele, recently here from Bethel on 
the Kuskokwim River, saw Sec. Fall today & had a 
long and very 

Diary 33, 1921 
April 13 

13 
satisfactory talk with him about Alaskan conditions 
including the Governorship.  
Thiele says they discoursed for an hour on the 
single point of my availability as the Governor & he 
thinks Sec. Fall is for me.  The Sec. told him that 
“he has known me for several years here in Wash. 
spoke highly of my work for Alaska and my 
capacity etc. etc.  Just before Thiele saw the Sec. 
Albert Johnson, M. C. from Wash. and Rich. N. 
Elliott, M.C. from Ind. also saw him to answer the 
attack made by Curry - that members of Congress 
were unfriendly to me - and they did it to the Sec’s 
satisfaction. 
Altogether things look better- My petitions now 
aggregate 5400 Alaskans!! 

Diary 33, 1921 
April 14-15 

-14th – 
Big dinner tonight - Hadleys & Millers to the Wash. 
delegation & some friends, of whom Mrs. W & I are 
invited as friends.   
An enjoyable time. 
Nothing much new in politics today - Tom Bishop, 
Sec. and Judge Sloan, Pres. Society Am. Indians 
received telegrams from Alaska branches today 
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urging them to work for me for Gov. & they are. 
-15th – 

Nothing important today.  Saw Senator Willis & he 
thinks I ought to have another interview with the 
President.  Sutherland told me tonight - he was 
preparing an endorsement for my candidacy 
addressed to the President - in writing!  Rather 
Late!” 

Diary 33, 1921 
April 16 

-16th – 
McCord tells me this afternoon that he was 
informed by Clunn, Sec. to Sec. Fall that the 
President and Sec. Fall have agreed to appoint 
one “Colonel Charles R. Forbes,” of the City of 
Seattle, to be Governor of Alaska. 

Forbes has been a pronounced candidate for the 
Shipping Board & we are told the President refused 
to appoint him on the Board but told him he could 
have anything else in sight – so he chose Gov. of 
Alaska! 

Told Senator Willis & he seemed greatly 
surprised and disappointed, but said he would see 
the President “Monday morning & tell me result. 

Diary 33, 1921 
April 17-18 

-17th – 
Recd. telegrams from Rustgard and Kendall, 
Juneau, saying mass-meeting there protests 
against appointment “carpet bagger” for Gov: Also 
one from Lavery, Fairbanks, asking what to do 
about similar meeting. 
McBride & Sutherland locked behind closed doors 
in Sutherlands office today - evidently incubating! 

-18- 
Senator Willis tells me he saw the President for me 
today - and fears that I will not be appointed - but 
says positively that the President declared that 
under no circumstances would he appoint George 
C. Hazelet - he is no longer considered. 

Diary 33, 1921 
April 18 

18 
Willis says if I can get Walter Brown of Ohio to 
stand by me strong I may be appointed & he came 
over to the Hotel with me & talked to Congressman 
Chalmers of Toledo, Ohio, Brown’s friend, & asked 
him to assist me in that way.  C- agreed to do it & 
telegraphed Brown to come to Wash. tomorrow - 
he is coming soon, anyway.  Willis also said that if 
Sutherland had been for me strong from the 
beginning it would have assured my appointment - 
but his refusal to support me left me without 
Organization support.  Also saw Atty. Genl. (Asst.) 
Goff today & delivered letter & papers asking for 
indictment etc of 17 Democrats who violated 
election laws at Election Nov. 5, 1918. 

Diary 33, 1921 
April 19-20 

-19th – 
Nothing new today - talked to Senator Poindexter 
nothing.  Also saw Slattery, Pinchot’s Sec. & he will 
advise Pinchot - Slattery also undertakes to 
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interest Hon. J. R. Garfield, from Ohio, in matter - 
President Harding in N. Y. today - nothing doing. 

-20th – 
Slattery has Garfield and Walter Brown, of Ohio, at 
work earnestly in my interest - they are both active 
& have seen the President.  Sutherland also saw 
the President today, but as usual got no promise. 
I visited Com. General Land Office - Gov. Opry this 
morning with Wm M. Bennett, of Hughes & Dier, 

Diary 33, 1921 
April 20 

20 
New York financial men.  then to Brooks, & we 
tried to see Sec. Fall but failed – about coal 
development in Alaska.  We are to see Sec. Fall & 
Sec. Denby, of Navy Dept. tomorrow.  Bennett has 
asked me to become associated with him & his firm 
in the formation of an international development 
scheme - we also had a talk with Ex-Senator Hoke 
Smith - who is to become a Party to the project 
also.  The Senator congratulated Bennett upon 
securing me in the project & said some very 
flattering things to him about me. Think I will 
become a party to the project with them. 

Diary 33, 1921 
April 21-22 

-21st – 
Gave most of the day to visiting the Dept. Int. with 
Mr. Bennett, about Coal land matters in Alaska. 
News tonight is that Col. Forbes will not accept 
governorship of Alaska, but goes to London as the 
agent of the Shipping Board. 

-22- 
Slattery tells me Garfield talked to Sec. Fall, who 
assured him that he favored my appointment etc.  
Bosh!  I am just about ready to give up the ghost.  
Elliott still talks loud of Hardings intentions - but I 
feel his is looking for an outsider - & will find him! 

Diary 33, 1921 
April 23-24 

-23- 
Worked all day on Brief in the case of Patterson, et 
al. v. Hamilton, appeal case in U. S. Circuit Ct. of 
Appeals from Ketchikan.  I am to prepare the brief - 
a hard job.   
Nothing new today in politics. 
Recd. telegram from Alaska Pulp & Paper Co. 
asking me to look after -their interest in rate matter 
against Alaska SS Co. and Pacific SS. Co –  
Nothing in it. 

-24- 
Finished Brief in Appeal Case & turned in to 
Printer. 
Darrell here on visit. 

Diary 33, 1921 
April 25 

-25- 
Spent forenoon at Navy Dept. & Int. Dept. 
gathering data about coal land location at 
Matanuska for Bennett Hughes & Dier Co. New 
York - in which I am to have 5% interest - 
according to his agreement. 
Charlie Herron came to see me today & asked me 

J:\hist_docs\wickersham\ASL-MS0107-5-33.doc 



Alaska State Library - Historical Collections, PO Box 110571, Juneau AK 99811-0571 
Diary of James Wickersham. Dec. 2, 1920 to Jan. 1st [2nd]1922. 
MS 107 BOX 5 DIARY 33  
 

to withdraw in favor of Col. W. S. Perkins, of 
Seattle - assured me it would make me the 
“biggest man in Alaska!”  Smiled & told him I would 
“stand pat” with 6000 Alaskans who petitioned the 
President to appoint me Gov. of Alaska.  All my 
opponents will not probably switch to Perkins! for 
he is Joslins partner. 

Diary 33, 1921 
April 26-27 

-26th – 
Spent the day with Wm. M. Bennett of 42 New St. 
New York, in re. the Matanuska Coal Application - 
Made Contract for 5% ownership in same - 
prepared his Application got it “vised” at the 
General Land Office by Gov. Spry, Com. & Judge 
Proudfit, attorney & sent on its way to Juneau. 
Matter fully closed to date. 
Nothing new in politics except that Herron & 
Perkins busy as “birddogs”. 
Karl Thiele has gone to Toledo to see Walter 
Brown. 

-27th – 
Busy today in the Depts. & also got my warrant for 
$2000. expenses Contested Election Case - 
nothing new in Governorship. 

Diary 33, 1921 
April 28-29 

-28- 
Doing chores in the Department. 

-29- 
Down to department again today in the matter of 
pulp & power matters at Wrangell.  Learn that 
Senator Poindexter took Col. W. S. Perkins, 
Seattle, candidate for Gov. of Alaska, to see the 
President.  Perkins told Sutherland that President 
was pleasant but declined to commit himself in 
anyway. - It was just an introduction!  Also told that 
Harriman-is candidate - the more the merrier. 
Stubbs of Kuskokwim blew into town. 

Diary 33, 1921 
April 30 

-30th – 
Sutherland has been “bunked” by Charlie Herron 
and other Col. Perkins boosters in the belief that I 
am out of the race for Gov. & he now says he will 
support Hazelet etc.!  It looks as if he wants credit 
first, for endorsing me - then, second, endorsing 
Hazelet, so he can square himself for both & thus 
satisfy the friends of both - while as a matter of fact 
he has not supported either fairly or honestly. 

I tried to show him that if he now endorses 
Hazelet it might happen that with his & McBrides 
support, the President might appoint Hazelet - and 
then he shivers, for he does not want Hazelet 
appointed.   
Damn a coward anyway! 

Diary 33, 1921 
May 1 

May 1st  
Over to Sutherlands office today - he was gone to 
Phil. and Mrs. Sutherland, his wife & clerk, was in a 
fury about his agreement to support Hazelet in 
preference to Col. Perkins or any other outsider!  
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She cried & declared he was wrong etc.! 
Duke E. Stubbs, of the Kuskokwim, is going to see 
the Atty. Genl. tomorrow about appointment of 
Judges, Marshals etc. in the 4th Div.  I gave him 
data & advice. 
My friend Henry W. Elliott is also going to see 
President Harding about Fur seals, Salmon & the 
Alaska Governorship tomorrow - he denounces the 
Herron story that I am no longer considered - we 
will see what he finds out! 

Diary 33, 1921 
May 2 

-2d- 
Elliott saw President Harding and made a strong 
appeal for Alaska salmon but forgot to say anything 
for me! 
Sutherland told me at noon that he had just been 
told by Senator Jones that Pres. Harding told him 
that he positively would not appoint me - that Jones 
had endorsed Col. Perkins! Dan also saw 
Secretary Fall at noon & reported that Sec. Fall 
also told him that I would not he appointed! 
But, Duke E. Stubbs of the Kuskokwim river saw 
Sec. Fall at 4 p.m. and Fall told him that he was 
strong for me, and had been all the time and he 
wrote a letter to Private Sec. Christian asking 

Diary 33, 1921 
May 2 

2 
him to get Stubbs to the President in the morning & 
asked Stubbs to urge my appointment! 
From these facts I conclude that both Jones & Dan 
are giving their conclusions as to the condition of 
the Presidents mind as real facts & not as 
conclusions or their judgment of what he meant. 
Stubbs will go up to the White House in the 
morning Fall is positively for me - the President is 
doubtful - probably against me – but.  Sutherland 
seems anxious to get a decision against me & 
have some one else appointed - any body though 
he does say he is not for Perkins & Charley Herron 
manager for Perkins. 

Diary 33, 1921 
May 3 

-3d- 
Learned today that the Senators and 
Representatives from Washington have written a 
letter jointly endorsing Col. Perkins for Gov. of 
Alaska. 
Stubbs waited around all day & did not get to see 
the President.  Sutherland also trying to see him - 
in vain.  Stubbs had long interview with Sec. Fall - 
who told him that neither he nor the President 
would give Sutherland any further interviews:  I 
wonder why?  Wonder if McBride has told them of 
Davis sale, betrayal, of patronage to the Gugg. 
interests?  Senator Borah promised to see the 
President. 

Diary 33, 1921 
May 4 

-4th – 
Well, Stubbs had an interview with the President 
and came away pleased with himself and the 
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interview, & decidedly hopeful.  Says he got time to 
say his mind - and he begged the President not to 
appoint a Seattle man.  Says the President asked 
many questions & was kind and agreeable, and 
promised full consideration etc.  He told the 
President all the people of Alaska wanted me 
appointed – that I would not unnecessarily combat 
the big interests – that I knew Alaska the needs of 
the People etc. and that he would find me a strong 
support, etc. & he thinks he created a favorable 

Diary 33, 1921 
May 4 

4 
He wrote a letter on my behalf & the President 
himself laid it on top of all the papers in the case, 
which were then lying on the table in the 
President’s room.  Stubbs thinks there is yet a 
chance that I may have the appointment - but I do 
not.  Stubbs says the President assured him 
specifically & positively that Hazelet would not be 
appointed - which is highly gratifying to me!  He 
strongly objected to “Col” Perkins of Seattle & says 
he thinks he will not be appointed - but I do!   
Senator Borah sent a letter to the White House 
yesterday endorsing me; & Wm. E. Mason, M.C. 
Illinois did the same today - by telephone. 

Diary 33, 1921 
May 5-6 

-5th – 
Senator Johnson of California is now taking some 
action in my matter.  Nothing important today 
except that Herron and Col. Perkins have found out 
that Sutherland protested to the President 
yesterday against the appointment of Perkins.  
They are “clawing the air,” and also threatening all 
candidates who do not come forward to support 
Perkins.  Recd. telegram from Lavery asking if I am 
“eliminated.” Answer No. 

-6th – 
Saw Welliver today at the White House - he thinks 
Perkins will be appointed Gov. but also hear office 
has been offered to 

Diary 33, 1921 
May 6-7 

6 
Scott C. Bone, formerly Editor of the Seattle Post - 
Intelligencer.  Am to see Senator Johnson 
tomorrow & intend to ask him & Senator Borah to 
go to the White House & present some facts to the 
President. 
Debbie went to Philadelphia to day to visit Darrell.  
I was not invited! 

-7th – 
Interview with Senator Johnson, of California: he 
said “I will write a letter to the President for you, or 
see him at the first opportunity and urge your 
appointment as Governor of Alaska anything you 
want - but I think it will do you more harm, than 
good.” 
Welliver thinks so, too! 
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Diary 33, 1921 
May 8 

-8th – 
Sunday & lonesome - Debbie having gone to 
Philadelphia to visit Darrell. 
Nothing new except we (Dan, Elliott & I) are 
organizing a fight against the Curry Bill - a bill 
somewhat like the Beveridge Bill of 1910, to 
centralize the bureaus of Government in Alaska, 
with three Seattle office holders in charge.  Notice 
has been given of the beginning of hearings on the 
hill at 10 oclock tomorrow by the Com. on 
Territories, of which Curry, of Cal. is Chairman. 
McPherson of Seattle has the matter in charge & 
the Seattleites are writing “propaganda” letters 
everywhere in the East. 

Diary 33, 1921 
May 9 

-9th – 
Debbie is back from visit to Darrell. 

The Com. on Ter. of the House is engaged to 
day in hearing “Col.” McPherson, of Seattle in 
support of the “Curry Bill.” to consolidate most of 
the Governmental activities in Alaska under the 
control of an “Alaska Development Board.” 
Much propaganda work for it by the Transportation 
& Fish Trust centering in Seattle, - interests which 
are also opposing my appointment as Governor of 
the Territory.  I called on Com. of the Genl. Land 
office, Gov. Spry, and 1st. Asst. Sec. Int. Judge 
Finney, who assured me they were each opposed 
to the bill! 

Diary 33, 1921 
May 10 

-10- 
Saw Slattery, Gifford Pinchots representative this 
morning about the Curry Bill.  Says Pinchot will be 
here tomorrow to fight it - the Sec. Ag. Wallace is 
writing strong Report against it etc. 
Also this afternoon I saw Sec. of the Interior Fall, 
and he told me that Judge Finney, his first 
Assistant, was engaged in writing a Departmental 
letter “tearing the bill to pieces.” 
Also he told me that I would not be appointed 

Governor of Alaska!  That someone, he did not 
know whom, had convinced the president that I 
was not friendly to Capital! 

Diary 33, 1921 
May 11 

-11th – 
Having learned from my interview yesterday just 
what Sec. Falls idea is in regard to legislation for 
the development of Alaska I drew a bill today to 
meet the same, and took it to his office & delivered 
it to his clerk with a request that it be called to his 
attention.  He is to appear tomorrow before the 
Com. on Ter. in the hearings on the Lane-Curry 
Development Board bill & I wanted him to get the 
draft of my bill before he appeared there, - I think it 
may encourage him in opposing the Curry Bill. 
Debbie went to a Reception at the Pan-American 
Bldg. tonight with Albert Johnson, M. C. of Wash. - 
given to President Harding. 
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Diary 33, 1921 
May 12-13 

-12- 
Nothing new in politics - I am out. 
The House Com. on Ter. - Curry, Chairman, 
holding hearings on Curry Bill. 

Friday, 13th – 
Nothing new in politics - I am out. 
The House Com. on Ter. - Curry, Chairman, 
holding hearings on Curry Bill. 
 
[clipping] 
THE WASHINTON TIMES, FRIDAY MAY 13, 1921 

ALASKA GRAB 
BILL EXPOSED 

Hapgood Says Resources Would 
Be Under Czar-Like Power 

If Measure Passes. 
By NORMAN HAPGOOD. 

Legislation with fat in it, under our system, 
usually gets a good start in committee, with nobody 
present except those with previous knowledge of 
what is to be divided.  Quietly, almost in solitude, 
the House Committee on Territories, presided over 
by Representative Charles F. Curry, today began 
hearings on a gigantic plan to hand the resources 
of Alaska over to a commission responsible to 
nobody. 

CALLS BILL AUDACIOUS. 
If this audacious bill goes through it makes czars 

out of the commissioners.  They are not 
responsible to any department of the Government.  
They are not responsible to any department of the 
Government.  They are not responsible to 
Congress.  They are not responsible even to the 
President of the United States. 

Short of actual malfeasance, they can sit out 
their six-year terms with no control, giving away 
natural resources in one-sixth of the territory of the 
United States with a freedom from interference that 
would have aroused jealousy in William 
Hohenzollern at his zenith. 

Another fascinating feature of audacity, that 
really ought to be filmed, is that this completeness 
of power holds only while the commission is giving 
things away.  If it refuses to give them up then 
there is provided an appeal.  If I were in a more 
humorous mood I could be funny with that for half a 
column. 

The subject of what do with Alaska was brought 
up in a Cabinet meeting nine days ago.  Tomorrow 
a letter from Secretary Wallace, of the Department 
of Agriculture, ought to be received by Chairman 
Curry.  Also it is expected that Secretary Fall will 
be heard from. 

Betting on the curb is that Mr. Wallace will handle 
the proposal with roughness, and that even Mr. Fall 
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will find it too stiff. 
As the bill creating the commission stands today, 

it turns over absolutely the forests, the unreserved 
public lands, the waterpower, the agricultural 
experiment stations, the fisheries and the migratory 
birds. 

But do not worry about the rest of the resources.  
This type of bills is always managed adroitly.  By 
leaving the railroads, the mines and the oil to be 
slipped in by amendment later, a familiar political 
method is adopted. 

ONE WITNESS CALLED. 
There was one witness yesterday.  He was E.A. 

Sherman, associate forester.  Chairman Curry 
went back at him along one line, namely, that 
under the present system, Alaska was not 
developing fast enough. 
Mr. Sherman seemed to think that cloak a thin 

one.  He pointed out that the bill takes away the 
waterpower 

Diary 33, 1921 
May 13 

13 
from a national waterpower commission especially 
created for such purposes: it takes away all the 
functions of the Department of Agriculture, the 
Department of Commerce and the General Land 
Office. 

Sherman explained to the committee why Alaska 
is not growing faster.  The population grew rapidly 
from 1890 to 1900.  It was about stationary from 
1900 to 1910.  It has decreased since then.  The 
decrease is due to the exhaustion of the Nome 
fields, a happening that was seen over and over 
again in our Western States in the pioneer stage. 

Last Spring a committee was sent by Judge 
Payne to Seattle to hold hearings on what was 
needed to develop Alaska.  The testimony of 
everybody was that a man cannot afford to take 
advantage of the agricultural possibilities there, 
which are great, at the present rail and water rates. 

By the time he has transported himself, his 
family, and his equipment, he has made a big 
investment. 

ALASKA’S HANDICAPS. 
After he gets there he can get good grain and 

meat with his own hands for a large family, but he 
cannot make any money.   There is no accessible 
market.  If Alaska were along side Dakota it would 
be settled up, as Mr. Sherman put it, in from three 
to five years. 

This agricultural situation will change as the 
mines, railroads, and other industries develop.  The 
Department of Agriculture is using its experiment 
stations to avoid for the settler the errors that 
ruined so many bold pioneers in our Western 
settlements. 
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The Governments handling of the forests is also 
based on the intention of having a future bottled 
population in Alaska. There is an estimated stand 
of 100,000,000 cords of wood pulp.  Instead of 
having those trees torn off hastily to give a few 
individuals the unearned increment, the 
Government means to turn them into a stable 
industry.   

The fisheries are being rapidly depleted by over-
exploitation. The game and fur sources would lose 
their protection if the new bill should become a law.  
All these national interests are now being looked 
after by an inter-departmental committee formed 
last fall under the leadership of Secretary Meredith 
and secretary Wallace is expected to continue it. 

A contest has also been going on for the 
governorship of Alaska.  The most prominent 
candidates have been James Wickersham, and 
E.C. Hazelitt, but the position is likely to go to Scott 
Bone.   
 
Slattery & Hapgood were preparing this attack on 
the Curry Bill when I was in Slattery’s office two 
days ago.  They are now prepared to keep the fight 
going till the bill is killed - but I think that is done by 
the pronounced opposition of the Secretaries - 
Interior, Commerce & Agriculture, Sec’s Fall, 
Hoover & Wallace.  Today I had an interview with 

Diary 33, 1921 
May 13 

13 
Gov. Spry, the Com. of the General Land Office, 
about locating a Government townsite at the 
Homer Spit, on the north side of Kachemak Bay.  
There is a little townsite there now - about 40 
acres, on the outer end of the Spit, But I urged the 
reservation of an extension of it to include the 
whole Spit -and several hundred acres on the 
south slope of the land adjoining the land end of 
the tongue.  I have prepared maps & Charts, 
marked out a possible Railroad connection with the 
Govt- Line Northward from Kachemak to Rainbow 
Creek, on north side of Turnagain Arm , the 
location of a Naval Base here, and the organization 
of the plan of Alaskas Capital City. 

Diary 33, 1921 
May 14 

-14th – 
Sutherland talked to Sec. Fall today: he told Dan 
he intended to consult with Steve Birch about 
Governorship of Alaska! & asked Dan to get a 
compromise with McBride & the Birch interests - to 
agree on some Alaskan if possible for Gov. They 
seem to be afraid to use their power, and want to 
hedge!  Probably want to appoint one of Birch’s 
friends who is first approved by Dan & McBride - 
the Organization.  It looks to me as if I rather have 
the best of the situation now - and intend to keep it 
& not show any temper or balky disposition - if they 
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act square – Otherwise, otherwise. 

Diary 33, 1921 
May 16 

-16th – 
[clipping] 
The Evening Star, Washington, D.C., Monday, May 

16, 1921 
 

OPPOSES CREATION  
OF ALASKAN BOARD 

Secretary Wallace Says De- 
velopment Body Would be 

Prejudicial to Interests 
Opposition to the bill to create an Alaskan 

development board was expressed by Secretary of 
Agriculture to Wallace in a letter today to 
Representative Curry of Cal-, chairman of the 
House committee on Territories. 

“The enactment of this measure,” Secretary 
Wallace said, “Would be highly prejudicial to 
national interests and to Alaskan interests as well. 
It would remove wholesome checks against the 
exploitation of our vast national resources and 
would deprive Alaska of the technical help of the 
federal agencies which combine long experience 
and the best scientific knowledge in studying and 
enveloping specific natural resources.” 

Would Take Control. 
The Secretary declared that the proposed board 

would take over the activities now carried on in 
Alaska by the departments of Agriculture and 
Commerce as well as by the federal power 
commission, and to a large extent by the 
Department of Interior, and would have sweeping 
authority, while at the same time being practically 
independent of the federal authority at Washington.  
Although the members would be chiefly appointed 
by the President, he added, the executive could not 
disturb the board except for neglect of duty or 
malfeasance in office.  Congress itself, he said 
would have over it only such control as it might 
exercise by withholding appropriations or repealing 
the law. 

In effect, Mr. Wallace argued, the measure 
“proposes to set up a branch federal government 
having jurisdiction over certain properties and 
functions in the territory of Alaska.”  Although 
established in the Department of Interior, he 
added, it would be quite independent of that 
department. 

Urges Sound Basis 
“We have now come to a time,” Secretary 

Wallace continued, “when economic conditions 
should bring about a gradual development of 
Alaskan industries with a corresponding increase in 
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population. This development should be on a 
sound basis and not the result of temporary and 
reckless exploitation of public property. 

“By creating an Alaskan board, composed of 
representatives placed there by each of the federal 
agencies now active in the territory, and of one or 
two permanent residents of Alaska, every proper 
purpose sought to he accomplished by this 
measure could be brought about without 
jeopardizing national and territorial interests.” 
 
Nothing new today.  Sent telegrams to Cash Cole, 
Juneau, Robt. Lavery, Fairbanks, and Geo. S. 
Maynard, Ed. Nome Nugget, telling each that Sec. 
Fall had notified me that neither Hazelet nor I 
would be appointed Gov. of Alaska.  Selah. 

Diary 33, 1921 
May 17-18 

-17th – 
Informed that McPherson of the Seattle Cham. of 
Commerce had been called back home and 
discharged!  And thus dieth the Curry Bill. 

18th  
Franklin K. Lane, recently Sec. Int. died today in 
the hospital at Rochester, Minn.  Also my old time 
friend, Wm Stockbridge - of Springfield Ill, Tacoma, 
Everett, Seattle and just now Vic Pres. Scan. Nat. 
Bank. 

Called & saw Goff. asst. to Atty. Genl. about 
appointments in Alaska.  Urged that Judges, 
Marshal etc. be appointed for the papers say:  
 
[clipping] 

It is not likely that a governor of Alaska will be 
appointed for some time. This appointment has 
brought about a more or less bitter contest. 
 
Our crowd of Alaskans meet tonight to consider 
supporting Sutherland for Gov.! - if we can get the 
other side to agree to the compromise. 

Diary 33, 1921 
May 19 

-19- 
12 Alaskans held meeting today trying to get some 
action with McBride, Hazelet & Marquam about a 
compromise candidate for Governor.  Also had 
meeting tonight in rooms of Clegg, Theile, & at 
Belleview Hotel, Cor. 15th & I. Northwest. but just 
talk.  Sutherland sought to anticipate their action by 
submitting 4 names to McBride, offering to support 
anyone if McB. would - they are John Reck, 
Juneau, Dr. De Vigne, Juneau, F.C. Bronson, 
Wrangell, and Ira D. Orton, Seattle.    McBride, 
Marquam & Hazelet were invited to meeting tonight 
but did not come.  Meeting adjourned till tomorrow 
night at same place.  John L. Steele, chairman; 
Cecil Clegg, Sec. 
They hope to get some understanding with 
McBride etc. tomorrow - but I do not think they will. 
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Diary 33, 1921 
May 20 

-20th – 
Another meeting of Alaskans at Cleggs rooms at 
the Bellevue Hotel.  Dan refuses to allow Alaskan 
here to use his name as a candidate for Governor.  
He told me that McBride had shown him his 
amended list - Charles Goldstein for Gov; McBride 
collector of customs, Tripp for Sec. Ter. & Carter 
for Marshal & Richie for Judge!  Gaustad 
telegraphed the list to Juneau - and it will in all 
probability start a back fire.  My judgment is that it 
is necessary to start a direct & bitter warfare on 
McBrides candidacy & break him down as 
Committeeman. 

Diary 33, 1921 
May 21-22 

-21st – 
Charlie Herron gave me a copy of the Tripp letter 
of Feb. 9, directed to J. T. Barron, Seattle 
canneryman asking the cannery trust at Seattle to 
put up funds to pay McBrides expenses to 
Washington etc. and I am to prepare a statement 
to the Atty. Genl. based on that and other records 
in an attempt to break him down & scare the 
Harding Administration from giving him any further 
recognition as the head of the Republican 
Organization in Alaska. 

22nd  
Meeting of Alaskans today - nothing. 
Darrell paid us another visit.  Elliott is to go to 
Alaska as Pres Hardings agent to report on 
Salmon situation. 

Diary 33, 1921 
May 23 

-23rd – 
Prepared a letter addressed to the Atty Genl. 
U.S.A. charging McBride with receiving $5000. 
bribe money from the Seattle & S. Francisco 
cannery men - based on Tripp letter to Barron of 
Feb 9 - 1921, which we have photographed & 
attached copy!  Also letter to Postmaster Genl. 
Hays, Ch. Rep. Nat. Com. same matter and 
charging McBrides election as Natl. Com. from 
Alaska to combination of “betters” & Democrats.  
Both letters read at meeting of Alaskans at 
Bellevue Hotel & John L. Steele, Chairman 
meeting & Duke & Stubbs, will sign same & deliver 
to parties to whom addressed. 

Diary 33, 1921 
May 24 

-24th – 
Over to New York today. Met Bennett and head of 
his firm Dr. Dier, & Smith, Chas B. of Buffalo, N. Y. 
at 42 New St. & discussed Bennetts application for 
2560 acres coal land at Matanuska.  Dier & 
Bennett agreed to go through with the project & 
seem quite satisfied - so far.  Urged that Bennett 
go to Alaska to scan the situation in person.  Also 
discussed Kachemak townsite & extension of the 
Govt. Ry. and other Alaskan matters. 

Went to Schuberts Theater, 44th St. with Mr. & 
Mrs. Bennett & Mr. Smith and staid all night at the 
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Commodore Hotel.   
A satisfactory day!  On talking 

Diary 33, 1921 
May 24-25 

24 
to Dier, the head of the firm I find that he is an early 
Dawson, Y. T. Stampeder 1893-1899.  He is a 
Canadian - and resided at Victoria, B. C. in 1898 - 
also purser on steamers on Yukon from White 
Horse to Dawson. Seems a fine man. 

-25 
today, with Smith, called & had a long talk with 
John G. Mange, V.P. the J.G. White Management 
Corporation 43 Exchange Place, about the 
Wrangell Pulp & Paper Co. project.  He offers to 
take the matter up with parties interested in that 
class of enterprises if I will send him data, maps 
etc. Lunch with Bennett & home on Cong. Limited - 
at home Wash. D.C. tonight. 

Diary 33, 1921 
May 26-27 

-26th – 
McBride & Hazelet were together at office Sec. Fall 
today - they had a week to get something fixed in 
Gov. matter - & Sec. Fall notified that time is up 
tomorrow!  Copies of Tripp letter got to Sec. Fall 
this evening he was greatly interested.  Visited 
Dept. today on minor matters.   
Com. of ours goes to see the President in the 
morning asking for a date when Alaskans can see 
him in a body. 

-27th – 
Getting data ready for trip to N.Y. Notice from 
Smith (C.B. of Buffalo) to come to N. Y. on 
Tuesday for meeting with Connete, in re. Ry. 
matters – will go. 

Diary 33, 1921 
May 28 

-28- 
At Dept. in re date about Matanuska Coal - getting 
maps, & certified copies.  Pulp locations of Alaska 
Development and Mineral Corporation.  Stephen 
Birch, V.P. - sent one copy to Shurick, Wrangell, & 
other copies for use in N. Y. Tuesday. 
McBride has had notice of charges of bribery etc. 
and declares he will retaliate by filing charges 
against my friends!  Let the galled jade wince! 
Sutherland is getting more and more distant and 
uncommunicative - fear Galen is getting control 
over him - at least is getting him quiescent - which 
is 1/2 what they want - support. 

Diary 33, 1921 
May 29-30 

-29th Sunday. 
Had a pleasant automobile ride in the suburbs 
north of Washington - it is a rare day & and I was 
particularly delighted to hear robins, mocking birds 
& quails in full song - gathered flowers & some ripe 
strawberries.  Debbie was greatly pleased at the 
ride. 

-30th – 
Over to New York on Congressional Limited, Penn. 
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Ry 330 in company with O.P. Gaustad of Fairbanks, 
Alaska.  Will assist him in securing capital for 
mining Cleary Creek & will also look after capital 
for Matanuska coal & Govt Railroad.  N.Y. at Penn. 
Hotel. 

Diary 33, 1921 
May 31 

-May 31st- 
Met Mr. Chas. B. Smith, of Buffalo, N.Y. at 
Bennetts, 42 New St. & went with Smith to 
interview Connett, Pres, United Gas & Electric Co. 
by Broadway.  Present also Mr. Homer, lawyer and 
financial man.  Discussed taking over the Govt. Ry. 
in Alaska, the organization of a Development Co. 
to operate railroad, coal mines etc. - for 2 hours. 
Homer seemed Enthusiastic and Connett 
determined.  Homer suggested electric power for 
railroad, mines etc. to over entire project from 
Kachemak to Fairbanks.  Presented Kachemak 
project fully and forcefully, - they seemed to agree 
to its necessity, & Homer suggested electric 

Diary 33, 1921 
May 31 

31 
plants on Kenai and adjacent lakes and streams, 
which my maps showed were high enough for that 
use.  They cross-examined me fully about 
conditions of climate, etc.  It was finally stated by 
them that on next Monday Connett will hold a 
conference with Gen. Goethal (of Panama Canal 
fame) and others in his office - and will inform me 
later of their action - when I am to be notified if my 
further attendance is desired.  I am greatly 
impressed with the width and keenness of Homers 
vision - he grasps ideas & facts quickly and looks 
far beyond while you are presenting them.   
Both Connett & Homer seem very much 

Diary 33, 1921 
May 31 

31 
interested in the whole project! and I hope for good 
results from their further consideration.  Also went 
to J. C. White Co. Exchange Place to see Mr. 
Mange, their engineer, about Wrangell Pulp & 
Paper project, but he is out of the city - to my 
regret. 
Bennett & his engineer met Gaustad & me at the 
Penn. Hotel - Bennett & the Engineer & I had 
dinner then a long interview with Gaustad - who 
has another crowd of people considering his Cleary 
Creek project. 
When we arrived here last night Gaustad & I drank 
some lemonade - today we are both suffering with 
stomach ache mine is griping tonight. 

Diary 33, 1921 
June 1 

June 1st 
Took lunch with Bennett and Mr. Pratt, son-in-law 
of Senator Hoke Smith, of Georgia a fine young 
man of an interesting war experience in Europe.  
With Bennett & Gaustad visited a Mr. Keen, mining 
expert on 36th floor of Woolworth Bldg. - nothing.  
We then went to top of tower & had a fine view of 
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New York and the surrounding country - a rare 
view of a great city from a wonderfully high crag. 
Left N. Y. at 4 p. m. on Penn. Ry for home - at 
Philadelphia saw the evening paper with an 
announcement of the appointment of Scott C. 
Bone, as Governor of Alaska! 

Diary 33, 1921 
June  

June 2nd – 
[clipping] 

SCOTT BONE NOMINATED  
GOVERNOR OF ALASKA 

President Selects Editor and Pub- 
licity Director in G.O.P. 

Campaign for Post. 
[Photo of Mr. Bone] 

President Harding nominated today Scott. C. 
Bone, former newspaper editor and publisher of 
this city and Seattle, Wash., and director of 
publicity for the republican national committee 
during the last campaign, to be governor of the 
territory of Alaska.  The nomination was forwarded 
to the Senate.   

Mr. Bone is well known in this city, where he 
lived for many years. 

Because of his residence in the northwest and 
his activities in business and politics Mr. Bone is 
looked upon as especially well versed in Alaskan 
affairs and as being otherwise well qualified as the 
successor of Thomas Riggs, jr. the present 
governor of the territory.   

Mr. Bone was connected with Indianapolis 
newspapers from 1881 to 1888, when he came to 
Washington as news editor of the Washington 
Post. 

Later he was made managing editor, which 
position he held for seventeen years.  He was 
editor and principle owner of the Washington 
Herald from October 8, 1906 to January 17, 1911.  
He was editor-in-chief of the Seattle Post 
Intelligencer from 1911 to 1918.  He was chairman 
of the Alaska bureau, Seattle Chamber of 
Commerce, 1914-1915, and was a delegate-at-
large to the republican national convention in 1916.  
He has been decorated with the Order of the 
Sacred Treasurer, second class, by Japan. 

Announcement of the appointment of the entire 
membership of the new Shipping Board will be 
made tomorrow, according to White House 
assurances.  It has been made known that the 
President had intended making the announcement 
yesterday, but because of a delayed answer form 
one of the men selected to serve the matter was 
held over. 
 
Called to see Sec. Fall. - in the minute I had told 
him I would support his new Gov. & give him such 
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support as I could - am to go back to see him on 
Saturday about Bennetts coal lease & townsite of 
Kachemak! 

Diary 33, 1921 
June 3 

-3d- 
Nothing much today. Attended huge reception at 
Wardman Court, given by Admiral & Mrs. Coontz to 
Secretary of the Navy & Mrs. Denby.  
 
[invitation] 

The Chief of Naval Operations 
and Mrs. Coontz 

request the honor of the company of 
Mr. and Mrs. James Wickersham 

to meet 
the Secretary of the Navy and Mrs. Denby 

on Friday, June 3, 1921 
Dancing  at nine o’clock 

R.S.V.P. Wardman Park Inn 
Diary 33, 1921 
June 4-6 

-4th – 
Nothing new in Alaskan appointments.  Gaustad 
seems to have secured an agreement with his New 
York capitalists for money to work Cleary Creek, 
Fairbanks, on a large scale.  Bennett telephoned 
from, N. Y. that he would be over Monday noon. 

-5- 
Debbie & I went out on the Tacoma street car line 
into the country to hear the quails crow - a fine day. 

-6th – 
Bennett telegraphed he would not get here till 
tomorrow.  Had an interview with Charlie Herron, 
Editor & owner of Anchorage Times & Juneau 
Capital, 

Diary 33, 1921 
June 6 

6 
Col. W. S. Perkins, Cecil Clegg, & Karl Thiele, at 
Herron’s room at the Willard Hotel.  It seems 
Herron has been given a full view and examination 
of the Alaska applications, recommendations, etc. 
in the Dept. of Justice & he told the story.  He has 
attempted to get Sutherland to act with him in 
recommending various candidates - but Dan 
refuses to have anything to do with him - not 
knowing that Herron has already examined Dans 
recommendations etc. & thus it goes - no 
cooperation or agreement, and the candidates are 
all swearing at Dan. 
“Jack” Underwood, reporter for Seattle Times is a 
candidate for Sec. of the Territory depending on 
Scott Bone, also Seattle Newspaper man, to put 
him through!  Bad. 

Diary 33, 1921 
June 7 

-7th – 
This has been a “gr r-r-e-a-t” day, as my Irish g.g. 
father would say.  Saw Bennett, of N. Y. early this 
morning at the Shoreham, & we blocked out the 
days work & went at it.  Got his permit to prospect 
for coal on 2560 acres of Matanuska coal lands, by 
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carving the papers from place to place in the Int. 
Dept. & securing the proper action.  Saw Admiral 
Coontz,& his aids and finally got them to 
understand what I wanted at Kachemak - and they 
smilingly agreed to assist me in securing an 
examination of that harbor and the reservation and 
location of a townsite, naval reserves, etc. there. 

Diary 33, 1921 
June 7 

7 
They were greatly interested in any assertions that 
a “water level” line of railroad could be located 
beginning at the present line of the Govt. Ry. on 
the north shore of Turnagain Arm, crossing at Birds 
Point, or may be farther west, and thence following 
the west short, or possibly the higher levels to the 
Homer Hook, where the Naval Coal can be landed 
in Naval bunkers for the U. S. Navy at the minimum 
of expense and energy.  Admiral Coontz was 
greatly interested & thought it a good idea if 
practicable! 
He suggested that I interview Col. E. Lester Jones 
of the Coast & Geo. Survey & have him get 
interested in the survey of 

Diary 33, 1921 [inside back cover] 
THE NOME NUGGET. 

THE ELECTION CONTEST ENDED 
The unseating of another spurious Alaska 

delegate by Congress again reveals the disgusting 
state of political debauchery into which the territory 
was plunged through the corrupt machinations of 
the iniquitous aggregation known as the 
democratic machine ring.  Twice within four years, 
as events have proved, this noxious combination of 
political things filched from the people of Alaska, 
their just rights of representation and substituted in 
lieu of their rightfully chosen representatives others 
whom they had repudiated at the polls. 

Not since the days of the infamous Boss Tweed 
has American politics witnessed bolder political 
buccaneering than was consummated by the 
machine gang in the delegate election steals of 
1916 and 1918 and seldom has anything more 
disgraceful occurred in our political history.  
Happily the power of the machine ring is now 
broken and the territory will soon be relieved of its 
presence and manifestations, both political and 
personal, but the lesson conveyed by the 
revelation of its foul activities should not be lost 
upon the people of Alaska. 

Twice it has required the action of Congress to 
restore the rights of representation of the people, 
merely because the citizens of the territory 
themselves failed in properly appraising their 
political duties and guarding their political rights.  
Alaskans are proverbially lax in such matters, so it 
is hardly a matter for wonder that the machine 
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gangsters were able to so easily substitute their 
own tools for the people’s chosen representatives 
during the greater part of two terms.  It is easy to 
pull crooked deals when there is no one watching.  
However, it behooves the citizens of Alaska to 
watch out for such things, if they wish to be spared 
similar offenses against their rights in the future.  
Only by carefully scrutinizing their political 
candidates and maintaining watch over their rights 
and privileges can they be sure that the reign of 
political outlawry instituted by the democratic ring 
will not be reinstituted by some other combination 
of self seeking and unscrupulous politicians.  The 
mere fact that republicans have been substituted 
for democrats is no assurance that such things will 
not be perpetrated in the future.  Political crooks 
abound in the republican party no less than in the 
democratic ranks and will be just as ready to 
subvert the rights of the people to their own ends.  
The power of the democratic machine has been 
broken but only constant vigilance will prevent 
another machine arising in its place.  Indications 
are not wanting that a coterie of republicans are 
already conniving to form a similar organization. 
The unseating of Grigsby and the vindication of 
Judge Wickersham, even at so late a date, is an 
object lesson to the people of Alaska, which they 
will do well to remember. 

Diary 33, 1921 
June 7 

7 
Kachemak harbor & ascertain if it is safe for Naval 
vessels - which I agreed to do.  The Admiral told 
me he intended to go to Cooks Inlet in about a 
month, with Sec. of Navy Denby, and would be in 
Kachemak bay etc.  I suggested that he invite Sec. 
Fall to go with them!  Bennett & I then went to 
Capt. Coles office to examine the report of the 
Naval Commission in regard to Matanuska coal. 
Afterward we called an had an interview with Sec. 
Fall about Railroad rates for coal from Bennetts 
mines at Matanuska to Anchorage & Seward.  
Nothing definite was agreed on, 

Diary 33, 1921 
June 7 

7 
except that present rates formerly fixed for this 
service would stand!  Bennett & the Sec. discussed 
the project of Bennetts opening a mine, rates etc. 
after which I had my talk (in Bennetts 
presence)about establishing - reserving - a 
townsite at Kachemak as per my recent letter to 
the Secretary.  He seemed, finally, to be inclined to 
reserve the lands for that purpose. 
We then retired, but immediately the Sec. recalled 
me, and began a statement about his plans for 
operating the Govt. Rd. when it shall be completed 
next January. 
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Diary 33, 1921 
June 7 

7 
He said plainly, he would not keep Col. Mears 
longer than during the construction - that he 
intended to employ a different man to operate - & 
that soon.  That he intended to have operating 
superintendent take over the completed road from 
Matanuska - from Chickaloon via Matanuska, 
Anchorage to Seward at once and operate it as a 
finished road & let Mears control the part under 
construction. 
He also discussed the coal conditions at 
Matanuska and also the lignite on Cook inlet. He 
thinks these have a great potential value, when 
treated & briquetted, and will have a high 

Diary 33, 1921 
June 7 

7 
market value, even sufficient to jeopardize the 
market values of the higher grade -Matanuska 
coals, etc.  Before I left he referred to the matter of 
Alaskan appointments & said that in a day or two 
he would be going over the applications and 
recommendations and wished me to assist him.  I 
said that I would willingly give him any assistance I 
could in the matter & he replied that he would 
telephone for me when he was ready to do the 
work. 
Altogether Bennett is greatly pleased & seems to 
give me much credit for such success as has come 
to us. 

Diary 33, 1921 
June 8 

-8- 
Bennett and I spent the day at the Navy & Interior 
Depts. - result a Mr. Rice, Mining Engineer of the 
Bureau of Mines will go to Chickaloon about the 
first of July to inspect Govt. coal mines & while 
there will give special attention to the Bennett tract 
with a view to reporting on its value & the best 
scheme of opening the project as a coal mine.  He 
is a high grade expert - Long consultation also with 
Stubbs of Kuskokwim - but so far Bennett is not 
interested in his dredging proposition. 

Diary 33, 1921 
June 8 

8 
I met Gov. Scott C. Bone, in the Shoreham Hotel & 
had quite a pleasant interview.  I congratulated him 
on his appointment and assured him of my friendly 
support.  He was, of course, quite agreeable and 
seemed pleased at my assurances. 
Delegate Sutherland thinks Bone ought to call on 
him, and told me tonight he had not seen him! I 
answered that he ought to act friendly & not let our 
enemies get any advantage thereby.  Had Bennett 
to dinner tonight.  That matter is now in first class 
shape & ended for the moment. 

Diary 33, 1921 
June 9-10 

-9th – 
Wrote letters today - to Connette about Alaska Rd. 
to Mange about Wrangell Pulp & Paper Co. to 
Admiral Coontz & Sec. Fall about Kachemak 
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townsite! 
Everything quiet. Gov. Bone and Sutherland in long 
conference. 

-10th – 
Am invited to attend a dinner to Gov. Scott C. 
Bone, at Waldorf Hotel, N.Y. on evening of 17th - 
All Alaskans in Wash. & N.Y. &. invited.  Dinner by 
Perry, Ed. Seattle Post Intelligencer. 
Nothing new in Alaskan appointments except 
statement that some will be made next week. 

Diary 33, 1921 
June 11 

-11th – 
Recd. letter from Connette, New York, saying he 
had not held meeting about leasing Alaska Govt. 
Rd. because Homer & others out of City - but will 
do so on next Wednesday - 15th of June. 
Notified him I would be in New York on that date. 
Major John Ballaine greatly exercised because 
Sec. Fall told him President Harding did not favor 
spending money on Alaska Rd.  It looks as if 
Harding rather anticipated that someone would 
apply for lease for long period, on small rental etc. 
Hope Connette acts now! 

Diary 33, 1921 
June 12-14 

-12- 
Darrell over from Phil. for the day. 

-13th – 
Am doing what I can to get continuance in trial of 
Furnivall at Ketchikan until I get back - case set 
without notice & no time for me to get there.  Will 
apply to Atty Genl. for assistance - no satisfaction 
of Dept. Justice today & will go back in the 
morning. 

-14th - 
Went back to Dept. Justice & gave Col. Goff, Asst. 
to the Atty. General a full & fair statement of the 
Furnivall case at Ketchikan & he sent a peremptory 
order 

Diary 33, 1921 
June 14 

14 
to Smiser at Ketchikan, U. S. Dist. Atty. to 
postpone the trial “until Judge Wickersham returns. 
“ I then sent Furnivall a telegram telling him what 
had been done - so that is ended satisfactory for 
the present. 
I will go to New York this afternoon on the Cong. 
Limited to finish up the Ry. organization etc. with 
Connette and others - the pulp & paper project, 
and on Friday evening, to attend the dinner to Gov. 
Scott C. Bone - after which I ought to be ready to 
go back to Alaska - free, happy and with good 
prospects ahead. 

Diary 33, 1921 
June 15 

-15th – 
Pennsylvania Hotel, N. York - little done today.  Mr. 
Chas. B. Smith of Buffalo, N. Y. who is acting with 
the Connette group in the Alaska Ry. leasing 
matter, did not appear and I am trying to locate him 
for I cannot go to Connette about Ry lease, & to 
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Mange about pulp matters without him.  Had 
trouble last night to get a room - slept in the 
Turkish bath department on a cot.  Had lunch with 
Bennett, 42 New St., and spent the afternoon in the 
Egyptian rooms at the Am. Museum of Art - Gov. 
Bone took oath as Governor of Alaska today in 
Washington! 

Diary 33, 1921 
June 15 

15 
[clipping] 
NEW GOVERNOR OF ALASKA SUBSCRIBES TO 

OATH OF OFFICE AT INTERIOR 
DEPARTMENT TODAY. 

[photograph] 
Left to right: Representative Charles F. Curry of 

California, Senator Harry S. New of Indiana, Scott 
C. Bone, the new governor, Justice Joseph 
McKenna, who administered the oath, ands 

Secretary Fall of the Interior Department 
Diary 33, 1921 
June 16 

-16th – 
Called up Gov. Bone’s family last night and left 
invitation asking him to take lunch with me today - 
this morning he called me on phone & accepted - 
we will have lunch at the “Commodore” Hotel & 
Bennett & Smith will also be with us. 
Lunch was pleasant function enable us to talk coal 
& pulp development to the Gov & get acquainted.  
With Smith had good interview with Mr. Mange, 
about Alaska pulp project - but nothing definite.  
Also talked Alaska Ry. lease to him - which 
interested him much more than pulp! 

Diary 33, 1921 
June 17 

-17th – 
Had breakfast with Gaustad at Penn. 
Met Smith at Bennetts & went to call on Connette - 
pleasant interview but found he had not yet been 
able to see Genl. Goethals who has just returned 
from Cuba.  Connette had interview arranged with 
Homer for 1145 a.m. and says will inform us of 
further arrangements then.  He also said about 
plans of getting lease:  “When that is to be 
arranged Judge Wickersham will be general 
counsel for us and attend to the matter.” 
Lunch with Bennett and afterward Connette called 
up on Telephone & told Smith he had 

Diary 33, 1921 
June 17 

17 
to report progress - that while he could not be 
present it was arranged that Smith & I would have 
lunch with General Goethals and Homer on 
Monday, and discuss the Rd. leasing plan fully at 
that time.  Agreed & matter thus arranged. 

Also called at 25 Broad, at the offices of Caldwell 
& Co. & tried to see Sam P. Weston about 
Wrangell Pulp & Paper matter - not in. 
Attended Banquet at Waldorf - Astoria tonight, 

given by former Seattle people & Am. Press. 
Association in honor of Scott C. Bone, Governor of 
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Alaska, - Whisky flowed freely! 

Diary 33, 1921 
June 17 

17 
[invitation] 

DINNER 
TENDERED TO  

HON. SCOTT C. BONE 
Governor of Alaska 

By 
FRIENDS 

 
JUNE SEVENTEENTH 

NINETEEN HUNDRED AND TWENTY-ONE 
WALDORF-ASTORIA 

NEW YORK CITY 
 

MENU 
Crabmeat Cocktails 

Chicken Gumbo Printaniere 
Celery     Olives 

Fillet of Sea Bass, Lobster Sauce 
Potatoes Parisienne. Rissolees 

Fresh Mushrooms Under Glass, Eugenie 
Breast of Chicken, a La Colbert 

Cold New Asparagus, French Dressing 
Bombe of Fresh Strawberries 

Assorted Cakes 
Macaroons     Lady Fingers 

Coffee 
 

Chairman – Charles C. Spooner, Pres, Seattle 
Club of New York City 
Toastmaster – John H. Perry, Pres. American 
Press Association 

SPEAKERS 
Hon. WALLACE C. FARRINGTON – Governor of 
Hawaii 

“The Pearl of the Pacific” 
K.C. BEATON – Writer, Humorist and Columnist 

“I Thank You” 
REX BEACH – Author 

“The Spoilers” 
DR. ALBERT SHAW – Publisher, “The Review of 
Reviews” 

“Reviewing the Review” 
ARTHUR BRISBANE – Editor and Journalist 

“Today” 
Hon. WILLIAM H. HAYS – Postmaster General 

“Scott C. Bone” 
SCOTT C. BONE – Governor of Alaska 

“In Response” 
[back cover] 

SOME JOB! 
“Never a law of God or man 
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Runs north of fifty-three” 
KIPLING. 

Diary 33, 1921 
June 17 

17 
Rather a tame banquet - no “pep”. Perry is pushing 
- energetic fellow - Brisbane has a bulging head - 
“high-brow” style - he is brilliant - but not solid: Dr. 
Show is both.   
 
[place card] 
Mr. Wickersham 

Diary 33, 1921 
June 17 

17 
It was a regular Alaska Bureau of the Seattle 

Chamber of Commerce meeting - Seattle instead 
of Alaska was given the prominence - etc. Rex 
Beach did not appear, but Gov. Farrington, of 
Hawaii, Dr. Albert Shaw, of the Review of Reviews 
and Arthur Brisbane, of Hearsts newspapers made 
each an excellent talk - Perry the master of 
ceremonies talked interestingly.  Humphrey of 
Seattle, (former M.C.) made a short talk in Rex 
Beach’s place - “K.C.B.” gave us a bright talk & the 
dinner was excellent.  Some of the more reckless 
fellows drank too much whisky - notwithstanding 
the 18th Amd. to Const.   
Alaskans present:  Gaustad, Karl Theile, Judge 
O.P. Hubbard, Cecil Clegg, Chas. E. Herron & Col. 
Perkins, I & a lot of others – John L. Steele also my 
friend Bennett of 42 West St. 

Diary 33, 1921 
June 18 

-18th – 
Good interview with Sam. B. Weston of 25 Broad 
St. Suite 1517, with Caldwell & Cole about 
Wrangell Pulp & Paper project.  Says finances are 
bad - this firm interested in Alaska Gastineau pulp 
project, etc. finally said for me to prepare a 
prospectus of Wrangell project & he would assist in 
presenting it to investors thinks it can be done but 
will be slow.  Lunch with Bennett & conference with 
him & Karl Thiele about Kuskokwim mercantile & 
transportation project.  Bennett promised to come 
to Wash. early in the week for further conference.  
Home to Wash. on Cong. Limited at 325 pm. 

Diary 33, 1921 
June 19-20 

-19- 
Spent the day with Debbie and left Wash. again 
tonight at 12 p.m. for New York. 

-20th – 
Agreeably to previous engagement I went with 
Chas. B. Smith to the banking house of Bertron, 
Griscom & Co., 40 Wall St. and met Mr. Marshall J. 
Dodge & later Genl. Geo. W. Goethals, and  we 
four went to the India House Club to luncheon.  We 
had a nice private dining room & a pleasant lunch 
though I gave little attention to it, spending most of 
my time in answering questions & talking Alaska, 
Govt. Ry, coal, 
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Diary 33, 1921 
June 20 

20 
General Goethals seemed decidedly interested 
and sympathetic; Dodge seemed more skeptical 
and cautious while Smith asked questions and I 
answered them.  The Conclusion: There will be a 
meeting of their associates with Genl. Goethals 
and Mr. Dodge tomorrow or Wednesday for 
consultation 

Diary 33, 1921 
June 20 

20 
and I was asked to remain till that time in New 
York, so that they might have time to determine (1) 
whether they would further consider the project, (2) 
if they concluded to do so what form their interest 
would take. 
Saw Mr. Homer at Dodges office but he did not 
attend luncheon.  In this afternoon I had a further 
interview with Bennett about the proposed 
capitalization of Thieles Kuskokwim River project.  
Smith took dinner with me at the Penn. Hotel & we 
attended theater opposite the Astor Hotel. 

Diary 33, 1921 
June 21-22 

-21st – 
Nothing today from Genl. Goethals.  Gaustad & 
Hubbard called, enroute from their Hotel to the 
Congressional Limited Penn. Train for Washington.  
Dinner with Smith at roof garden atop the Astor 
House. 

22nd – 
18 years ago today we were at the “Jump Off,” on 
the icy slopes of Mt McKinley.  93° here in N.Y. 
Smith called on Connett at 11 a.m. to ascertain 
what they had concluded. was asked to meet Mr. 
Doge at 4 p.m.  We met Doge at his office 40 Wall.  
He began by solemnly announcing 

Diary 33, 1921 
June 22 

22 
that money was hard to get, and none to be had for 
Alaska, etc. and especially for general exploration.  
He was specially strong pedal on hard times in 
Wall Street. 
But, thought it ought be interesting to consult Sec. 
Fall and consider what could be done - after such 
an interview.  He explained the Geo. W. Goethals 
Co. to us (I had already secured through Bennett a 
confidential report on them from a house nearby 
engaged in such work).  Dodge was not so entirely 
depressed by the money market that he failed to 
talk with much animation 

Diary 33, 1921 
June 22 

22 
and interest about the matters before us.  Finally, 
however, he said he had not talked as fully with 
Genl. Goethals as he desired and would do so 
soon and then advise us if the Genl. and his 
associates wished to consider the matter seriously. 
After six this evening, just before dinner time, I had 
a telephone call from him at my room in the Penn. 
Hotel.  He said the General was interested and that 
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I might talk the matter over with Sec. Fall, and also 
said the General would not object to taking a train 
to Alaska with Sec. Fall to inspect the Property - if 
invited! 

Diary 33, 1921 
June 22-23 

22 
While he thus expressed an interest in the project, 
he asked me not to put too great a stress upon the 
apparent interest, but to present them and their 
anxieties about the matter with protecting 
discretion.  I promised discretion and to advise Mr. 
Dodge as soon as I could do so. Am greatly 
pleased with the outlook and consider the new end 
of the transaction in good shape. 

-23d- 
Agreed with Chas. B. Smith, at Bennett’s office, 
that all promotion fees for preliminary efforts, from 
the Connette and J. G. White Co. groups 

Diary 33, 1921 
June 23-24 

23 
shall be divided equally between us, but that 
subsequent development or services should not be 
included.  Smith talked about his wish to become 
Sec. etc. and securing subsequent association in 
an official way with the organization if any is had & 
suggested that I ought also to be employed as 
attorney etc. after the preliminary promotion is 
over. 
Bennett goes to Wash. with me & we caught the 
Cong. Limited at 320. 
Back to Congress Hall Hotel tonight. 

-24th – 
I called on Gov. Bone at his hotel the “Arlington” 
and talked with him about the Alaska Ry project. 

Diary 33, 1921 
June 24 

24 
Am doing is more to prevent subsequent 
misunderstanding than because I expect any real 
support and I will also talk to Sutherland and about 
it soon for the same reason. 
Called and had conference with Sec. Fall late this 
afternoon. Told him the names of the persons in 
New York, - Goethals, Dodge, Connette, & Homer, 
and General proposition.  He talked freely and in 
sympathetic spirit, and promised to consult with 
Asst. Sec. of Navy, Theo Roosevelt about the 
Naval coal feature and get an agreement between 
the Departments as to policy.  Then I am to invite 
the 

Diary 33, 1921 
June 24 

24 
New York men over the last of next week for a 
preliminary conference about the project, etc. 
The Sec. told me that an agent for the 
Guggenheim interests had suggested that the 
Government buy the Gugg. Copper River & N.W. 
Railroad on a price fixed upon previous 6% income 
& thus control railroad transportation intoto in 
Alaska.  The Sec. did not seem to want to buy any 
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more Railroads - but rather to get rid of what he 
had.  He also told me he intended to establish the 
Kachemak townsite as I had asked him to do, 
which pleased me. 

Diary 33, 1921 
June 24 

24 
Interview with Herron, of Alaska and certain Ohio 
coal men who are this afternoon, sending an expert 
to Alaska.  They seem to be part of the clientele of 
the law firm of Daugherty and Todd - Columbus, 
Ohio, - the Daugherty being the Atty. Genl. T.S.A. - 
but publicly guided by Todd.   
These experts go - so they say about the time the 
new Governor of Alaska goes west next week - 
Charlie Herron is engaged in advising them etc. but 
I cannot find that they are yet interested in the Gov. 
Ry. though I suspect it. 
Karl Thiele, from the Kuskokwim, took me into the 
privacy of his 

Diary 33, 1921 
June 24 

24 
room at the Belleview Hotel, tonight & told me, 
under the most solemn injunctions of secrecy: 
that Gov. Bone had asked him to accept the office 
of Secretary & Surveyor General of Alaska!  He 
said he was so amazed he could hardly speak, and 
asked me what I thought - could he fill the place 
satisfactorily, and should he accept it?  Of course I 
answered these questions in the affirmative, for he 
is a vigorous young man, with much natural ability, 
though, with limited education.  I regret to see 
Kendall “turned down,” but it cannot now be 
avoided. 

Diary 33, 1921 
June 25 

-25th – 
Called this morning to see Gov. Bone.  He told me 
the appointments in Alaska were substantially 
agreed on - but that in the Juneau or First Division 
there was a block in that the man for U.S. Marshal 
was not determined.  He brought the papers, and it 
seemed the “President, & his advisers could not 
agree - Jack Wilson and Lynn Smith, are both 
down, with questions marks!  He asked me what to 
do, and without hesitation I told him Wilson was 
entitled to the place! - that it was not Lynn Smiths 
residence, etc. and he promised me to appoint 
Wilson. 

Diary 33, 1921 
June 25 

25 
It now seems that Clegg has been promised his 
appointment - Gov. Bone told me.   
Later Sutherland told me he did not know who 
would be appointed Sec. of Ter. & Sur. Genl. - and 
said Clegg would not be appointed Judge etc. nor 
would Theile have any place - without the Gov. 
appointed him prohibition Agent in the 4th Division.  
Dan is not on the inside - McBride is said to be 
slated for Collector of Customs!  Appointments go 
in Monday or Tuesday. Did what I could to get 
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Marshall placed - but in vain - Democrat McBride 
declares! 

Diary 33, 1921 
June 26-27 

-26- 
Sunday.  Hot as Hades! 

-27th – 
Interview with Senator Cummins this morning and 
he assured me that he favored the leasing of the 
Govt. Ry - he is chairman of the Senate Com. on 
Interstate Commerce. 
Sent Bob Lavery telegram today.  “Almost certain 
Clegg, Erwin & Gaustad will be appointed 
tomorrow,” and to Valentine “Almost certain 
Hubbard Wilson and Winn will be appointed 
tomorrow”  Have invited the Alaskans to have 
dinner with me tomorrow evening.  Am greatly 
pleased that so many of my friends are to be 
appointed. 

Diary 33, 1921 
June 28-29 

28th  
No appointments yet - the Attn Genl. is out of the 
city.   
I gave a dinner tonight at Congress Hall Hotel to 
my Alaska friends: Karl Theile, O.P. Hubbard, Cecil 
Clegg, “Jimmy” Haney, Duke Stubbs, Major 
Beaumont, Delegate Dan Sutherland, and M. W. 
Griffith.  We spent the evening at Dan’s office 
telling Alaska yarns of the old days, - and had a 
famous good time. 

-29th – 
Nothing new - letter from Dodge 40 Wall St., N.Y.,  
drawing lines on Ry. project - Also telegram from 
Rustgard saying that Judge Jennings had issued 
citation for contempt against him & Ter. Tr. Smith 
for filing affidavit of prejudice in some case – Doc’s 
coming. 

Diary 33, 1921 
June 30 

30th  
Sent Dodge telegram to come from N. Y. Friday 
evening - interview with Sec. Fall Saturday 
morning.  Am to see Sec. Fall this afternoon. 
Recd. telegram yesterday from Rustgard showing 
Jennings actions & took it to Goff. Asst. Atty. Genl. 
& urged action to appoint successor to Jennings.  
Goff seemed interested & promised immediate 
attention.  Then went with same telegram to 
Secretary Fall, to whom I explained Jennings 
partisanship and designs:  Fall declared something 
must be done at once- “if I have to carry it to the 
President.”  He got the Atty. Genl. on the telephone 
at once and stated the situation to him 

Diary 33, 1921 
June 30 

30 
urging quick action.  Later the Atty Genl. carried 
the Alaska papers over to the White House & we 
hope for results.  After this talk with the Atty. Genl. 
over the telephone Sec. Fall called me back into 
his private room & told me the Alaska list as 
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agreed on was being held up by Senator Nelson - 
who was objecting strongly to Hubbard for Judge.  
He also agreed that Lomen, for judge at Nome, 
was Nelsons man, “and ought not to be appointed,” 
but that he did not object because Nelson was an 
enemy of his  - “would not even speak to me” - Fall. 
- The situation is the old Swede is “holding up” the 
Administration demanding the appointment of 
Lomen & the refection of Hubbard! 

Diary 33, 1921 
June 30 

30 
Karl Theile left Wash. tonight with letters from Sec. 
Fall, (1) asking Sommers, Sec. and Sur. Genl. 
Alaska to resigned and (2) instructions for the Appt. 
of Theile when Gov. Bone & Theile reach Juneau.  
I suggested the removal of Sommers, but Sec. Fall 
rightly said if he was removed then there would be 
no Gov. in Alaska, nor Sec. nor Sur. Genl - no 
Executive head - until Gov. Bone could reach 
there, and that it was better to let Sommers act till 
Bone & Theile could reach the Territory.  Gave 
Hubbard & others the facts and we are all now to 
go to work to put the list over. 

Diary 33, 1921 
July 1 

July 1st 1921. 
Received a telegram from my sister Jennie, saying 
that May died last night in Seattle.  Poor May has 
been sick for a year and I feared when I saw her 
last winter that she was in a dangerous way. 
What makes her death harder is that she has been 
Mother’s main support, and her death will be 
particularly hard on Mother. 
May N. Taylor is 48 years old.  She leaves Charles 
E. Taylor, husband, now in Iditarod, Alaska, and 
her daughter Lucille, married to Earl Hunt, residing 
in Beeville, Texas. 

Diary 33, 1921 
July 1 

1 
Recd. notice that Genl. Goethals could not be in 
Washington to confer with Sec. Fall tomorrow 
about the Alaska Ry. according to arrangement 
and would be ready to do it a week later. Informed 
Sec. Falls secretary. 

Hubbards friends are at work today trying to get 
the old Viking Nelson’s objections withdrawn. It’s 
some job! 
Wrote a long preliminary story about leasing the 
Alaska Ry and Naval Coal mines to my friend D. B. 
Hanna, of Fargo, N. Dakota, asking for an interview 
with him as I go West. 

Diary 33, 1921 
July 2 

-2d- 
Senator Nelson is Chairman of the Com. on 
Judiciary, and is aiding our opponents in fighting 
Hubbard & other candidates for Alaskan 
appointments!  Whether the Atty. Genl. will permit 
Nelson to make the changes, try the case and 
decide it, - secretly & without notice to Hubbard is 
the question.   
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Nelson did exactly that in 1909 when John 
Rustgard, Faulkner & others caused the removal of 
Dan Sutherland & Boyce, Dist. Atty.  Nelson has 
promised to file the record of charges against 
Hubbard soon! 

Diary 33, 1921 
July 3-5 

-3d- 
Darrell is with us for a visit before going to the 
Adirondacks for his summer vacation. 

-4th of July- 
Another Sunday - no firecrackers allowed & it does 
not resemble the 4th of July of my young days 
when the firecracker was heard in the land. 

-5th – 
I am in receipt of the Record in the case of suit to 
recover salary by Dr. Sloane’s clerk in Juneau vs. 
Wallstein Smith, Treasurer, and in which Rustgard, 
Atty. Genl. has prepared, Smith verified, & filed an 
affidavit that Jennings is too 

Diary 33, 1921 
July 5 

5 
prejudiced to try the case:  Jennings has issued 
citation for Contempt of Court against both of these 
officials and threatens to punish them & they want 
me to get the Atty. Genl. to protect them.  I carried 
all the papers to Judge Goff. Asst. to the Atty. 
General, who suggested that I go and consult Sec. 
Fall about the matter.  Sec. Fall declined to do 
more than write a letter to the Atty. Genl. saying 
that he (Fall) could not think the public service 
would suffer any injury if Jennings should be 
removed by telegraph.  This letter went over by 
messenger, having been 

Diary 33, 1921 
July 5 

5 
dictated & signed in my presence.  Sec. Fall then 
called my attention to a new list of proposed 
Alaskan officials which he had just recd. from the 
Atty. Genl. asking for his approval.  Sec. Fall then 
told me this story:   
On Friday evening last (July 1st) he attended a 
dinner at Jonathan Bowens - invited many times & 
finally accepted rather than appear rude.  Present 
Bourne, Fall, Adams, the Chairman of the 
Republican Nat. Com. and Mulrane, Rep. Nat. 
Com. from Kansas.  Fall said they were drinking 
liquor - in violation of the 18th Am. & the Volstead 
Act, etc.  Apparently the dinner was a specially 
prepared 

Diary 33, 1921 
July 5 

5 
occasion, organized by Bourne, (who is from 
Portland, Or) to assist Tom Marquam (also 
Portland, Or. man) & the McBride crowd in getting 
their hold on Alaskan appointments.  A list was 
presented to Sec. Fall with only Beaumont and 
Lomen of the original agreed Gov. Bone list on it - 
all the others are Marquam’s fellows.  The list 
embraced: for Judges, D. C. Lewis, a Portland, Or. 
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lawyer, Lomen & Ritchie - but no fourth man: for 
Marshals, Big Mike Sullivan, Harvey Sullivan and 
Beaumont, etc. the McBride - Nelson - list.  Sec. 
Fall was urged by Adams, Mulrane & Bourne to 
approve this new list - but declined to do so. 

Diary 33, 1921 
July 5 

5 
This morning it came to him from the Atty. Genl. 
officially, with a request for his approval - but he 
declined! 
Reason: Before Gov. Bone left Wash- on 25th inst., 
he told me that a list of Alaskan appointments had 
been agreed on by the Pres. Sec. Fall, Atty- Genl. 
Daugherty & himself, and showed me the list & 
gave me the principal names, etc.  Because of this 
agreement - upon which Gov. Bone relies Fall 
declined to accept or approve a different one & 
thus betray the Gov. who is now in the West - 
nearing Seattle.  Fall also discussed the 
appointment of Lomen, of Nome, as 

Diary 33, 1921 
July 5 

5 
Judge and expressed himself as bitterly opposed 
to him, and in answer to the Atty. Genl. letter 
dictated a bitter arraignment of Lomen - on the 
reindeer, frauds, etc. and sent it by messenger to 
the Atty. Genl.  Altogether it looks as if I would 
have support in the Cabinet for my friends. He 
asked me to send him any facts which I could find 
against Lomen - who is Senator Nelson’s special 
candidate.  Karl Theile had already given him some 
facts and I can get much more from Will. R. Miller, 
formerly from Nome. 
Tonight I sent the following telegram to Gov. Scott 
C. Bone, Seattle: 

Diary 33, 1921 
July 5 

5 
“Washington, D.C. July 5, 1921. 

“Hon. Scott C. Bone, Governor of Alaska, Seattle, 
Washington. 
Attorney General sent Secretary Interior new list for 
Alaskan appointments today containing three 
names for judges as follows, D.C. Lewis, of 
Oregon, also Lomen and Ritchie, fourth place left 
vacant but statement that Hubbard omitted 
because objectionable to Senator Nelson, and 
Clegg omitted because objectionable to Alaska 
organization.  Big Mike Sullivan included as 
Marshal at Juneau, and Harvey Sullivan as 
Marshal at Nome.  Secretary Fall has not approved 
list but same is approved by Chairman Adams and 
Mulrane of Kansas, and by Jonathan Bowrne, also 
by McBride and Marquam whose list it is.  Without 
you take strong stand for original list with President 
and Secretary Interior whole judicial government in 
Alaska will pass under control of Marquam and 
Hazelet.  Former agreed list cannot be cast aside 
without much ill feeling and I strongly urge you to 
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its active support by telegram to President and 
Secretary Interior who will undoubtedly support 
you.  

James Wickersham.” 
This will determine whether Bone is honest and 
courageous - or not. 

Diary 33, 1921 
July 6 

-6th – 
Saw Judge Goff again today and presented 
Rustgards telegrams and documents - but no 
effective results.  Sent Rustgard telegram 
explanation tonight. 
Sutherland is acting badly in the matter of lists of 
opponents & supporting the last list - the McBride – 
Nelson – Marquam - Adams-Mulrane-Brown-
Sutherland candidates.  Dan is double crossing his 
friends & our common enemies are secretly double 
crossing Dan.  He deserves punishment and I am 
badly disgusted with him.  No appointments sent in 
yet - though Senator Nelson 

Diary 33, 1921 
July 6 

6 
had a special meeting of the Senate Judiciary 
Committee this forenoon - in anticipation of the 
coming up of the list ready to confirm them before 
objection could be made! but they did not come - 
Secretary Falls protest may have stopped them!  I 
also protested vigorously to Col. Goff, Asst. to the 
Atty. Genl. today & told him that Gov. Bone had 
assured me personally that the first list would be 
appointed - Goff then declared that the last Adams 
- Bowrne list of Marquam’s fellows was only 
tentative - tentative! - yet Nelson had his Senate 
Com. on Jud. ready to confirm in open session 
today!  Tentative! 

Diary 33, 1921 
July 7 

-7th – 
Visited Sec. Falls office and made a date for him to 
see Genl. Goethals on Saturday at 2 oclock, and 
telegraphed that fact to the general. 
Met Sutherland in Falls office & tried to persuade 
him to support the first list of Alaskan appointments 
- but in vain.  He and McBride evidently agreed on 
breaking that list: Also called at the White House & 
told Welliver (the President’s publicity man) the 
story about the first list and the differences 
between Alaskans & the Atty. Genl about it - 
Welliver promised to talk to the President and also 
Chairman Adams about it & keep them to the first 
list. 

Diary 33, 1921 
July 7 

7th continued. 
Worked in Supreme Court Law Library over the old 
cases from Nome - the Mackenzie cases, and dug 
out the facts to enable me to write a letter, which 
Hubbard has requested, to the Atty. Genl. 
defending Hubbard from Senator Nelsons attacks.  
Gave Hubbard the letter tonight.  Loaned Henry W. 
Elliott $100. to get him outfitted with a good suit of 
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clothes - he has to go to the White House & the 
Departments in his present efforts to conserve 
Alaskan fur seals and salmon & needed the 
clothes. 
Weather uncomfortably hot. 

X 
Diary 33, 1921 
July 8 

-8th – 
Called at P.0. Dept. and had an interview - 
conference with Courtland Smith, P.M. Genl. Hays 
political manager, about the attempt to substitute a 
second list of Alaskan appointments in place of the 
list agreed upon by Gov. Bone.  Told him the 
circumstances & he sent Gov. Bone telegram 
substantial as follows:  “Confusion and 
consternation here because of attempt to substitute 
second list of Alaskan appointments in place of 
those in the list which you approved.  What shall be 
done about it.”  Smith is to go to New York this 
afternoon but instructed his Sec. to read Bone’s 
reply to me tomorrow. 

Diary 33, 1921 
July 8-9 

8 
Recd. letter from James A. Haney, Columbus, 
Ohio, saying he had been robbed & asking me to 
send him $150.00 which I have just done by 
telegraph. 
Also telegram from Genl. Geo. W. Goethals saying 
he could keep appointment tomorrow with Sec. 
Fall. 

-9th – 
Met Genl. Goethals at Sec. Falls office & they 
talked briefly about “operating” the Alaska Govt. Ry 
but nothing important - Goethals said he would not 
leave but- would be willing to “inspect” and “report 
a plan for operating” etc. but it transpired that 
Senator McKinley got an amendment in the last 
appro 

Diary 33, 1921 
July 9 

9 
priation for constructing the Rd. that no employee 
should receive more than $10,000 per annum 
which makes it hard on G- for he cannot afford to - 
and will not - make such an inspection & report for 
the proportion allowed by that audit.  In short, the 
Goethals plan of organizing the future operation of 
the Rd. is a failure - in my judgment.  I wrote a full 
report of the interview to Chas. B. Smith 10 York 
St., Buffalo, N.Y. who has been assisting me in 
promoting the plan with Goethals & associates. 

Diary 33, 1921 
July 10 

-10th – 
A queer situation has arisen about Chas. E. 
Herron: Some time ago Gov. Bone & Sutherland 
went to see Collector of Int. Rep. Blair to 
recommend Herron as Prohibition officer in Alaska, 
& he has been making much talk about the fact 
that he was to be appointed, etc. 
Yesterday morning he telephoned to me at my 
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hotel that he wanted to see me, and came up in 
automobile, accompanied by another man whom 
he introduced - but whose name I did not catch & 
do not now know.  Sutherland was over at my hotel 
when they 

Diary 33, 1921 
July 10 

10 
came, and leaving the other man Herron asked us 
to go downtown with him, promising to bring me 
back.  It was about 830 or 9 oclock.  On the way 
downtown Herron paid me $300. which he 
borrowed about 3 weeks ago and for which I held 
his note signed jointly by Cecil Clegg & Karl Theile.  
He had a big roll of money in his coat pocket which 
he displayed to Sutherland and me, and also his 
wallet was crowded - he must have had several 
thousand dollars.  We left Sutherland at the 
Munsey Bldg. and then drove to the West- 

Diary 33, 1921 
July 10 

10 
ern Union Telegraph office where he remained, he 
said, to send some money to his son.  After several 
minutes there he entered the automobile with me 
again and drove to the Riggs Nat. Bank to deposit 
his money - he said.  I remained in the Auto, 
waiting for I wished to talk with him about the 
Alaska appointments - which we discussed fully on 
the drive back to my hotel.  On the way back we 
stopped at the Bliss Building to ask Whieler the 
Prohibition leader to object to the appointment of 
one Alaskan because of objections & then 

Diary 33, 1921 
July 10 

10 
they drove me back to my hotel. 

When Herron paid me the $300. & showed 
Sutherland & me the rolls of money I asked him if 
he had secured a reorganization of his newspapers 
in Alaska - merely to account for so much money - 
but he said no, and something about Binghampton 
- which I did not hear accurately & do not know 
what he did say. 
But, this afternoon Sutherland called me up & 

came to Cleggs room in the Belleview Hotel to tell 
me this story:  He said Herron was up to see him at 
his office & the matter of the 

Diary 33, 1921 
July 10 

10 
money being mentioned Sutherland asked him if 
he had been selling Fishery Co. Stock - and then 
apologized for asking such questions - hut Herron 
answered and said no it was not from sale of stock 
- but was from aiding some person over at 
Binghampton, N. Y. secure a permit from the 
officials for the withdrawal of liquor from Govt. 
custody that he had received $15,000 but had to 
“split” it so he received only $7,500 as his share 
which was the money he had shown us.  
Sutherland was quite excited when he talked to me 
about it & we soon came 
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Diary 33, 1921 
July 10 

10 
away from Cleggs room - without saying anything 
about the matter to Clegg & Hubbard - both of 
whom were there.  At his office I advised 
Sutherland to go and tell Col. Goff, Asst. Atty. 
General the facts disclosed to him by Herron, and 
later we agreed that he should also tell the U.S. 
Commissioner of Int. Rev. Blair the facts - it 
happens to be an innocent transaction - no harm 
done if it is “graft” Sutherland ought to protect 
himself by disclosing to the officials. 
Rec. telegram from Chas. B. Smith that he will be 
over to see me tomorrow. 

Diary 33, 1921 
July 11 

-11th – 
After consultation carefully went with Sutherland 
this morning to see the U. S. Com. Int. Rev. Blair.  
Dan told him fully about story which Herron told 
him about getting $15,000 for securing permit for 
Binghampton, N.Y. druggist to handle liquor, etc.  I 
was present & heard statement and told my part of 
it also in Dans presence. 

Then came by the P.O. Dept. and saw 
Courtland Smith, who had recd. telegram from 
Gov. Bone saying that he had telegraphed Wash. 
authorities about Alaskan appointments.  Promised 
to tell me what Bone said & to whom this 
afternoon! 

Diary 33, 1921 
July 11 

11 
Afternoon Clegg, Hubbard & Herron came to Hotel 
& the latter told me that Safford, (Sec. Falls private 
Secretary) showed him the Bone telegram to Sec. 
Fall stand strongly by the first list - also said Fall 
was strong for first list - it is a satisfaction that Bone 
took that position with Fall in answer to my appeal. 
Chas. B. Smith, N.Y. came in to see me about the 
Goethals interview with Sec. Fall - told him I was 
greatly disappointed & he will not try to interest the 
J.G. White Management Co. 
Bennett 42 New St., N. Y. called me on phone & 
will come over on Wednesday - for final interview 
about coal etc. 

Diary 33, 1921 
July 12-13 

-12th – 
Chas. B. Smith, of Buffalo, & I went to the Interior 
Dept. got a mass of data for the J.G. White Co. in 
regard to the Alaska Rd. and Smith will try to get 
some of the firm over here this week to talk about 
the project - we both think the Goethals crowd are 
out of conceit with it. 
Nothing about appointments yet. 

-13- 
Saw Asst. Atty. Genl. Goff this morning about the 
Rustgard. matter, but he would do nothing.   
Long talk with Jack Underwood about McPherson 
& the Alaska Bureau of the Seattle Chamber of 
Commerce - he read 

J:\hist_docs\wickersham\ASL-MS0107-5-33.doc 



Alaska State Library - Historical Collections, PO Box 110571, Juneau AK 99811-0571 
Diary of James Wickersham. Dec. 2, 1920 to Jan. 1st [2nd]1922. 
MS 107 BOX 5 DIARY 33  
 

Diary 33, 1921 
July 13 

13 
me letters from his friends in Seattle - all knocking 
McPherson & asked me to assist him in keeping 
McP. out of the Sec. office in the Bureau - I will.  
Then went down & talked to Adams, Ch. Rep. Nat. 
Com. but got little sympathy for Rustgard. 
This afternoon explained the matter fully to 
Haugen, M. C. from Iowa & he went over to talk the 
Rustgard matters over with Senator Nelson - but 
got no results.  
Recd. telegram from Chas. E. Smith Co. greatly 
interested in Alaska Railroad project. 
Sent telegram to Rustgard, Juneau, telling him my 
want of success. 

Diary 33, 1921 
July 14 

-14th – 
Bennett, 42 New St., N. Y. came over this morning 
& we have had along talk about “his trip to Toronto, 
& his conference there with Hanna, Pres. Can. Nat. 
Railways about the connecting steamship line in 
S.E. Alaska, between Prince Rupert and Skagway: 
He reports much interest in the project on Hanna’s 
part. 
No appointments yet for Alaska - Telephoned 
message from C.B. Smith N. Y. saying that 
Pardee, of the J. G. White Co. will come to 
Washington Monday night & have conference with 
Sec. Fall on Tuesday!  They seem very interested. 

Diary 33, 1921 
July 15 

-15th – 
Sutherland told Herron this morning that he had 
withdrawn his endorsement of him (Herron) for 
Prohibition Agent in Alaska because of Herrons 
statement Dan (last Sunday) about $15,000 
payment.  Herron says, now, that former statement 
was untrue but that truth is that he got the money 
from Donnelly, former Mayor of Binghampton, N.Y. 
for stock in Alaska Newspapers! Sounds queer! 

Recd. telegram from John Rustgard saying he 
and Smith, Ter. Treasurer were arrested yesterday, 
at Juneau, under the telegraphic orders from 
Jennings & marched up to court house to give 
bonds etc. 

Diary 33, 1921 
July 16-17 

-16- 
One of the special agents from Int. Rev. office 
came to see me again today & I told him what I 
knew about Herron’s story of “grafting” on 
Binghampton, N.Y. liquor permit.  Herron & Dan 
went to see the Com. of Int. Rev. to explain! 
Nothing new about appointments.  Took Rustgards 
telegram Goff, Asst. Atty. Genl. but no results. 

-17th – 
Nothing new today.  Sunday. 
Congressman Albert Johnson of Wash. and his 
family had dinner with us this evening.  Has long 
been one of my friends & supporters. 
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Diary 33, 1921 
July 18 

-18th – 
This morning W. M. Bennett, N. Y. called me up on 
the telephone & said he and Clinch Pratt,& Senator 
Hoke Smith, had a conference on Saturday (16th) 
at New York & agreed to form a new Brokerage 
firm, headed by Clinch and Pratt.  Bennett agreed 
to take $25,000 - or 1/4 of the enterprise and he 
urged me to put in $5,000, with him: said he would 
guarantee the investment for me for 1 year, and 
make good any loss of my capital for that period & 
further guarantee me 25% profit!  Asked me to go 
and discuss the matter with Senator Smith, who 

Diary 33, 1921 
July 18 

18 
is Pratts father-in-law & that he would telephone 
Senator Smith asking for the interview.  I agreed to 
go & talk to Smith & to let Bennett know my 
conclusion, at once – I went to Senator Smith’s 
office in the Southern building - he said Bennett 
had telephoned to him & after some talk told me he 
was advising Mr. Pratt to go into the project & said 
he thought it was a good investment for me.  
Talked it over later with Debbie & she thinks well of 
it - so I will put in $5000 through Bennett and upon 
his guarantee.  Notified Smith at the Astor Hotel to 
come over tonight with Pardee, J. G. W. Mang. Co. 
for talk with Sec Fall tomorrow. 

Diary 33, 1921 
July 19 

-19th – 
Chas B. Smith came to Congress Hall Hotel last 
night from N.Y. and this morning he and I called at 
the Willard Hotel for Mr. Pardee, one of the 
partners or officials in the J.G. White Management 
Co., 43 Exchange Place, N.Y. & discussed Alaska 
Ry. situation till 1230.  At 2 oclock we met Secretary 
Fall & had a conference – Result: Sec Fall asked 
Pardee for his Co. to make a proposal in writing for 
his Co. to examine the Ry. surroundings and 
Report a plan for future operation - the Govt. to pay 
the expense & to appoint the J.G. W. expert a 
Commission for that purpose - only.  So far no 
mention 

Diary 33, 1921 
July 19 

19 
has been made by Pardee about compensating 
Smith or me for our services, but- I suggested to 
Smith that I might render valuable services to the 
Commissioner in his examination & Report & he 
will suggest it to the J.G. White Co. 

Recd. telephone message from Bennett urging 
me to come over to N. Y. tonight to meet Messrs. 
Church and Pratt to discuss the organization of a 
new Brokerage firm in which they wish me to have 
an interest and work up Alaska business. 
Will go to N. Y. tonight at midnight. 

Diary 33, 1921 
July 20-21 

-20th – 
Reached N.Y. this a.m.  Went to Bennetts office & 
completed my arrangement for investing $5,000. in 
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capital assets of the new brokerage firm, as per 
written agreement of guarantee, etc. which he gave 
me.  Conference with Bennett & Pratt about same 
and Alaskan matters.  At commodore Hotel & had 
dinner there with Mr. & Mrs. Bennett.  I had 
breakfast this morning with Darrell. 

-21st – 
Long conference with Mr. Mange, V.P. of the J.G. 
White Management Co. about Ry. conference at 
Washington between Pardee, of his Co. & Sec. 
Fall.  He said if they went into the matter 

Diary 33, 1921 
July 21 

21 
of the Ry. examination for Sec. Fall they would 
wish my assistance. 

Bennett cam back from N. Y. with me this 
afternoon & among others will see Sec. Fall 
tomorrow & urge my being associated with those 
who are to report on “what shall the Government 
do with the Alaska railroad?” 

Arrived in Wash. at 8:30 p.m.  Telegram from 
Gov. Bone as follows: 
“Withdrawing suggestion first district.  
“Is Goethals coming out. Hope so. 

“Bone, Governor.” 
Meaning that he withdraws endorsement of 
Robertson for Judge at Juneau, etc. Sensible 
“withdrawal.” 

Diary 33, 1921 
July 22 

22d 
I prepared a blank form agreement today for 
Sutherland & McBride to sign - showed it to Clegg 
and Hubbard, - and took it over to Dan.  Asked him 
to have it copied on his typewriter & then sign it 
and get McBride to do so.  He called McBrides 
hotel but he was not in - promised me he would 
propose the matter to McB. tonight. 
My friend Bennett here today. Had lone 
consultation with Sec. Fall and reports that he 
thinks Sec. will not send either Goethals or J.G. 
White Co. to make the Alaska Rd. examination, 

Diary 33, 1921 
July 22 

22 
but another man (Ballaine?). 
Sent following telegram tonight. 
“Washington, D.C. July 22, 1921.” 
Scott C. Bone, Governor, Juneau, Alaska. 
Do not think general mentioned will come but 
understand another competent railroad man name 
not mentioned will make necessary examination 
probably coming with Secretary and President in 
August.  Seems impossible get action on Alaskan 
appointments since Chairman Committee 
consulted.  Am urging interested parties support 
your agreed list as only solution. 

“James Wickersham” 
Had dinner at Shoreham tonight with Bennett & 
Capt. Oswald Tate. 
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Diary 33, 1921 
July 23 

-23d- 
Sutherland reports that McBride will not sign 
agreement or even agree!  I think he is not 
seriously seeking a treaty to validate the “Bone 
List,” but is, himself, seeking to beat - for instance - 
Jack Wilson & put in his place “Big Mike” Sullivan. 
 I telegraphed to N.Y. and asked Charlie Herron to 
come over here & help him! - after his withdrawing 
his endorsement of Charlie!  Tonight Hubbard 
thinks there is a chance for compromise between 
Dan & McBride.  Poor Hubbard is so anxious for a 
compromise if he is only included in the list. 

Diary 33, 1921 
July 24-26 

-24th – 
Debbie and I went out to the head of Anacostia 
marsh to see a pond lily farm - beautiful flowers & 
“bob whites” calling! 
I am ready to go west! 

-25th – 
Packing trunks - Bought R.R. ticket 
Ready to go West tomorrow. 

-26- 
Clegg, Beaumont, Hubbard, & John Steele all to 
see me & say good bye.   
Recd. telegram from, Sec. of Ter. Theile from 
Valdes enroute to Fairbanks 
Started west this evening over Penn. Ry. 6:40 p.m.  
Hot as Hades. 

Diary 33, 1921 
July 27-30 

-27th – 
Reached Chicago at 3 p.m. and went to the La 
Salle Hotel -took a room & had a bath & a good 
rest. dinner at roof garden & took the train at 10 
oclock for the west. 

-28- 
St. Paul & west through Minnesota. 

-29- 
Through Montana. 

-30- 
Reached Seattle, this (Saturday) evening and 
found good room bath etc. reserved for us at the 
Frye Hotel.  The trip was bad this afternoon 
through the Columbia country - hot and dusty. 

Diary 33, 1921 
July 31- 
August 1 

-31st – 
Went to Buckley on 1 oclock Interurban - from 
Auburn by stage.  Found mother in better health 
than I expected.  Nan & Harry at home - Jen and 
her family with Lucille at the Beach. 

August 1st 
To Tacoma from Buckley this morning by stage.  
Lunch at Rhodes Stn. with Minnie.  Conferences 
with W. P. Happing & Co. and some men who wish 
to clear land for me on my Puyallup ranch.  Nothing 
definite and am to go back Wednesday.  Home to 
the Frye Hotel tonight.  Mrs. Peoples called etc. 
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Diary 33, 1921 
August 2 

Aug. 2, 1921. 
[clipping] 

HARDING NAMES  
SIX OF TWELVE  

ALASKA OFFICERS 
Reed, Ritchie and Cleggs Are  

Appointed to Judicial  
Positions. 

IRWIN IN ATTORNEYSHIP. 
Beaumont and Stevens Ap- 
pointed Marshals With No  
Recognition of Factions. 

By FRANK P. GOSS. 
Washington Bureau of the Post-Intelligencer. 

WASHINGTON, Aug. 1.-President Harding today 
sent to the senate six of the twelve nominations for 
federal offices to be filled in Alaska.  They follow: 

Thomas M. Reed, Nome, judge in the First 
Judicial Division 

Elmer E. Ritchie, Valdez, judge in the third 
judicial division. 

Cecil N. Clegg, Fairbanks, judge in the Fourth 
Judicial Division. 

George Davis Beaumont, Anchorage, marshal in 
the First Division. 

Gilbert B. Stevens, Fairbanks, marshal in the 
Fourth Division. 

Guy B. Irwin, Fairbanks, district attorney in the 
Fourth Division. 

The nominations differ in part from the original 
slate agreed upon by President Harding, Secretary 
of the Interior Fall and Attorney General Daugherty 
and approved by Gov. Scott C. Bone, prior to the 
governor’s departure for Juneau. 

Smashing of Slate. 
Smashing of the administration slate is credited 

to Senator Nelson, chairman of the judiciary 
committee to which the nominations were sent 
today by the Senate.  Senator Nelson objected to 
Hubbard of Valdez, originally slated for one of the 
judgeships, and apparently has won his fight, as 
there remains but one judge to be appointed. 

Gilbert B. Stevens, named as marshal in the 
Fourth District, is said to be the personal choice of 
President Harding.  Stevens was born at Marion, 
O., and his family and that of the president have 
been close friends for many years.  Stevens was 
not included among the political aspirants for the 
place.  He is in the transportation business and has 
lived in the territory twenty-two years. 

Sent “Cease Firing” Message. 
George Davis Beaumont, marshal of the First 

Division, was the first man in Anchorage to 
volunteer when war declared.  He assisted in the 
construction of telephone and telegraph lines in 
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connection with the government railway lines in 
Alaska.  He saw active service in France, 
participating as telegraph officer in the first army in 
the battle of the Marne at St. Mihiel, and in the 
Argonne. 

As telegraph officer he sent the “cease firing” 
message after the signing of the armistice.  This 
message was signed by Lieut. Gen. Hunter T. 
Liggett and the original is now in Beaumont’s 
possession. 

Judge Cecil N. Clegg has resided in Alaska 
twenty years, serving as assistant United States 
district attorney form 1907 to 1912. 

Judge Elmer E. Ritchie was engaged in 
newspaper work before he went to Alaska fifteen 
years ago.  He served as mayor of Valdez and is a 
leader at the bar of the territory. 

Judge Thomas M. Reed was a delegate to the 
Republican national convention from the territory 
last year. 
The failure of Delegate D.A. Sutherland and 
Committeeman J.C. McBride to agree on the 
distribution of Alaska patronage after the tentative 
slate had been made up, resulted in the calling of 
John T. Adams, chairman of the Republican 
national committee into conference by President 
Harding, Secretary Fall and Attorney General 
Daugherty and the determination to recognize in 
making the appointments no political faction in the 
territory, it is stated. 

The failure of Delegate D.A. Sutherland and 
Committeeman J.C. McBride to agree on the 
distribution -of Alaska patronage after the tentative 
slate has been made up, resulted in the calling of 
John T. Adams, chairman of the Republican 
national committee into conference by President 
Harding, Secretary Fall and Attorney General 
Daugherty and the determination to recognize in 
making the appointments no political faction in the 
territory, it is stated. 

Diary 33, 1921 
August 2 

-Aug. 2 – 
Debbie received a letter today from Darrell 
announcing that he is to marry Mifs Avery on Sept. 
1st.  She is writing our congratulations, and we are 
both sorry we are not so situated that they can be 
married at home. 
 
Deposited $5000 in the Dexter Horton Bank today 
from collections of coupons, N.Y. Draft from 
Washington & $2000 Seattle Local Imp. bonds 
called & paid by county of King. 
Sent Judge Clegg, Wash. D.C. telegram asking 
him & Steele to get Hubbard out to Seattle & I will 
get him back to Alaska. 
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Diary 33, 1921 
August 3-4 

-3d- 
At Tacoma today attempting to get persons to clear 
25 acres of our Puyallup farm.  Nothing definite. 
Callers tonight at Hotel: Janus Haney, Bert 
Johnson, Fairbanks. Mrs. Gertrude Harlan Boyer - 
the daughter of Judge Harlan, who went to Alaska 
with me in 1900 as U.S. Dist. Attorney. 

-4th – 
Had long talk with Thomas, Sec. Seattle Chamber 
of Commerce about McPherson Joslin, et al. - 
Pres. Bayers, & Sec. Thomas are opposing Joslin, 
Leehey & McPherson, the Gugg & Fish Co. 
interests support - the fight goes on. 

Diary 33, 1921 
August 5-6 

-5th – 
Visited Tacoma & invested $2,000 in Tacoma 
Savings and Loan Assoc. - Wm. P. Hopping, Sec. 
Could not get reasonable rates for clearing my 
farm land and will let it rest awhile.  Taxes doubled 
and the more I put into improvements of land the 
more burdensome the taxes become. 

-6th – 
Wrote Darrell letter congratulating him on his 
approaching marriage with Miss Avery & 
welcoming her into the family.  Am advised that 
friends in Juneau will give me a cordial reception 
on my return. 

Diary 33, 1921 
August 6-7 

-6th continued – 
Jen came in to see us this evening & we will go out 
to Enumclaw and Buckley tomorrow. 

-7th – 
Debbie & I went to Auburn on the Interurban train 
and Harold Hanson – Jen’s son – met us there with 
the automobile and drove us to Enumclaw where 
Debbie remained, while I went on to Buckley.  Met 
the Brisbie Brothers & with them went over matter 
of clearing 12 acres of land – in Wickersham’s 1st 
Add. – east of Pearl street paved road.  They 
offered to clear it for $150.00 per acre offered them 
$125. & they will close deal tomorrow. 

Diary 33, 1921 
August 7 

7 
Harold came after me & I went back to Enumclaw.  
Saw Uncle Tom & Aunt Kate - Minnie & Lake & 
their son - Nan is at home with Mother but chafing 
& anxious to go back to her work in Tacoma as 
nurse - she is as impecunious & impossible as ever 
- gave mother $100. to pay on note which she 
signed for Nan. 
Dinner with Jen - Mother, Debbie A.G. Hanson & 
children after which Harold & A.G. took me to 
Auburn where I caught the interurban for Seattle.  
Debbie will remain with Jen for a few days - she 
refuses to go to Buckley on account of Nan - whom 
she fears - as a scold. 
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Diary 33, 1921 
August 8-9 

-8th – 
Telegraphed Furnivall, Abbotsford Hotel, 
Vancouver of my presence in Seattle. 
Brisbie brothers accepted my offer of $125. an acre 
for clearing my Buckley land, will go tomorrow to 
Tacoma & make contract. 
Assisted Sinclair, of Wrangell and Campbell in 
amending application for Water Power on Harding 
Creek - on north side of Bradfield Inlet.  They have 
found an excellent site for a dam with 10,000 
horsepower etc. 

-9th – 
Went to Tacoma today and made contract with 
Brisbin Brothers to clear my land at Buckley  

Diary 33, 1921 
August 9-10 

9 
- about 12 acres at $12500 per acre.  Paid $1500. to 
A.W. Winden as trustee under the contract with 
which to pay for clearing.  Also went to court house 
and made inquiry about my taxes and found some 
discrepancies that will somewhat reduce the 
amount thereof – Back to Seattle.  Debbie is yet at 
Jennies – at Enumclaw. 

-10th – 
Spent the day in Tacoma at rooms of the State 
Historical Society, transferring my Alaska library 
books from boxes to cases - only partly done, and 
must go back & finish the job. 

Diary 33, 1921 
August 11-13 

-11th – 
Debbie back to Seattle today - our friend Mrs. 
Patton, from Hoquiam had breakfast & dinner with 
us.  My niece Helen and Garfield Olson had lunch 
with us.  Buying office supplies for Juneau Office. 

-12- 
At Wash. State Hist. Soc. rooms all day putting my 
Alaska books in cases. 

-13th – 
E.R. Peoples today asked me to go with him on the 
15th to Bellingham Glacier to inspect anthracite 
coal mines on the upper Nooksack - Glacier, & 
then take the task of finding a purchaser or 
financial support - I may go. 

Diary 33, 1921 
August 14-15 

-14th Sunday- 
Sent night letter to Bennett, 42 New St. N.Y., 
advising him about Peoples coal mine at Glacier, 
Wash. & asking for Woods address & urging action 
to have Manley inspect mine on his return from 
inspecting Matanuska mines in Alaska for Woods. 

-15th – 
Spent the day in Tacoma putting my Alaska library 
in shelves in the State. Hist. Library.  Sent two 
boxes one containing my card index bibliography - 
to Juneau.  On my return one Kovel, from Buckley, 
came to see me to buy the 12 acres of Buckley 
land. 
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Diary 33, 1921 
August 16 

-16th – 
Paid Bob Hunter $75. on account of prospecting for 
Bennett on coal-land at Chickaloon.  Conferred 
with Tjoesevig about case of Holman V. Tjoesevig 
et. al. & interviewed Lyons & Ritchie & Roberts, 
lawyers, about same. 
 
[clipping]  

Juneau Sunday Capital 
WILL A. STEEL. Editor and Manager. 

A welcome 
To judge 

Wickersham 
Diary 33, 1921 
August 16 

16 
[clipping]  

Juneau Sunday Capital 
WILL A. STEEL. Editor and Manager. 

A welcome 
To judge 

Wickersham 
 

AFTER TWELVE YEARS OF SERVICE  
RETURNS TO SETTLE AT JUNEAU 

In the course of ten days Judge James 
Wickersham and Mrs. Wickersham will arrive from 
Washington and take up their residence in Juneau.  
They are now settled in Seattle. 

For twelve continuous years the Judge has been 
Alaska’s Delegate in Congress.  He returns as a 
private citizen. 

Without regard to politics it may be truthfully said 
that Judge Wickersham is Alaska’s First Citizen, 
and has more personal friends and admirers in the 
Territory than any other man. 

By a number of his friends in Juneau it has been 
determined that Judge Wickersham shall have a 
reason to feel that the people of his chosen city are 
sincerely glad that he and his good wife are soon 
to return here to take up their permanent abode. 

As a means of showing appreciation for services 
rendered and to welcome a neighbor and friend, a 
Sourdough dinner and reception will be held in 
honor of Judge Wickersham shortly after his 
arrival. 

It is expected that he will sail from Seattle the 
latter part of this week, possible Saturday, in which 
event several hundred men and women of Juneau 
will  welcome him on Wednesday evening, August 
17. 

A large hall will be secured, possibly the Moose 
lodge room, where 300 diners can be seated at 
one time, and where an enjoyable evening will be 
spent, with music and short talks. 

So soon as it is definitely known when Judge and 
Mrs. Wickersham will sail from Seattle and arrive at 
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Juneau, committees will be appointed and definite 
plans made for the big reception.  It is expected to 
make it a non-partisan affair to which the general 
public is invited.  A sourdough dinner will be 
arranged, to be prepared largely by the lady friends 
of the honor guests, so that it will be possible to 
make it a popular affair at the one dollar per plate.  
There will be music and a few short talks, after 
which it is expected that Judge Wickersham will tell 
of some of his Washington experiences.  After the 
date is definitely fixed in the course of two or three 
days tickets may be secured at Cole’s Transfer, the 
Sunday Capital office, or from members of the 
committee. 

Among those who yesterday expressed a desire 
that a public welcome and reception be arranged in 
honor of Judge and Mrs. Wickersham were the 
following:  John Rustgard, Cash Cole, John H. 
Cobb, Dr. L.P. Dawes, John W. Dudley, Ed. P. 
Kendall, Judge H. LeFevre, Lockie McKinnon, John 
B. Marshall, R.P. Nelson, R. Robeson, S. 
Wallstedt,  Wright Wenrich, Dr. H.C. DeVighne, F. 
Wolland, C.J. Skuse, N.W. Castle, Robt. Fitch, J.E. 
Connors, J.C. Readman, Nels Sorbey, Judge 
States, E.H. Sherman, Jack Hayes, John T. 
Spickett, Oliver Anderson, Otto Wicklander, Jack 
Wilson, Elmer Smith, Frank A. Aldrich, John W. 
Frame, Theo. Kettleson, J.W. Kehoe, Will A. Steel. 

Diary 33, 1921 
August 16 

16 
WELCOME TO JUDGE WICKERSHAM  

ALASKA’S FOREMOST  CITIZEN 
The citizens of Juneau propose to give a warm 

reception to Judge James Wickersham upon his 
arrival in Juneau a few days hence. Eminently the 
first citizen of Alaska it it but proper that he should 
be accorded the recognition and honor that he so 
richly deserves because of his past services.  He 
has just retired form an official service of twelve 
years and come to Juneau to make his future 
home, after a residence of twenty-one years in the 
Territory. 

Coming from Tacoma in 1900 Judge 
Wickersham served in Judicial capacity for nearly 
seven years,, when he resigned to practice law at 
Fairbanks.  He was persuaded to become a 
candidate for Delegate to Congress at the election 
in 1908.  He was successful, and every two years 
thereafter, until he declined to longer be a 
candidate in 1920, he was the choice of the 
electorate for this important office. 

Judge Wickershams services will always be  
remembered and appreciated, Particularly because 
thru his efforts Alaska was given a form of 
Territorial government and the government decided 
to construct a railroad from tidewater at Seward to 
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the Tanana river in the interior.  These two 
measures will always be connected with his name, 
when minor legislation of a beneficial nature is 
forgotten.  On March fourth he laid down the 
mantle of official life and since then he has exerted 
his efforts 

Diary 33, 1921 
August 16-17 

16 
to prevent the appointment of undesirable federal 

officials to the Territory, and to induce capital to 
engage in mining enterprises in Alaska. 

As a man who has been favored by the 
electorate of Alaska at six successive elections, 
and as a man who has demonstrated his strength 
and ability in the halls of Congress, it is but fitting 
that his fellow citizens should do him honor upon 
his return to his future home.  As neighbors and 
friends Judge and Mrs. Wickersham will be a 
valuable asset to Juneau and the Territory, while 
his general knowledge and interest in Alaska will 
continue to be exerted in behalf of development 
and progress.   
As a welcome to Judge and Mrs. Wickersham their 
friends and the citizens generally propose to 
arrange a Sourdough dinner and reception, where 
there can be an exchange of pleasantries and a 
good time had by the men and women who will be 
glad to attend and do honor to Alaska’s First 
Citizen.  The affair will likely be about Wednesday, 
August 17, in one of the large halls of the city.  It is 
intended to have Governor Bone, Surveyor 
General Theile, Marshal Beaumont and any other 
newly appointed officials who may be here, to be 
specially invited guests. 

-17th – 
Up to Buckley - nothing much - Kovel wants to buy 
my Buckley land. 

Diary 33, 1921 
August 18-19 

18th  
Bought supplies - typewriter etc. for Juneau office.  
Over Tacoma getting parties together for sale of 
Buckley land & clearing.  Mother is with us & 
Lucille. Mother is in good health and looks fine.   
 
[clipping] 

GOV. BONE MAKES  
TWO APPOINTMENTS 

JUNEAU, Aug. 17. - Gov. Bone today appointed 
Edgar A. Seneff special officer for suppression of 
the liquor traffic and L. F. Protzman game warden.  
Both men are of Fairbanks.  The governor 
announced that Jack Wilson Of Treadwell will be 
connected with his administration.  Wilson was a 
candidate for marshal in the First Division. 
 
Bully for Bone. 

-19th – 
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Over to Tacoma to sell Buckley land to Kovel - but 
did not succeed. 
Mother spent the day with us & Jen took her home 
in auto. 

Diary 33, 1921 
August 20 

-20th – 
Geo. S. Rice, Eng. U. S. Bureau of Mines, back 
from Matanuska coal mines & seems pessimistic - 
says he sent in a report on Bennetts coal land - but 
did not give me any intimation & of course I could 
not ask questions. 
 
[clipping] 

Planning Reception 
For Judge Wickersham 

JUNEAU, Alaska, Saturday, Aug. 20.-Friends 
and neighbors are arranging a big reception for 
Judge Wickersham at the sourdough dinner 
Thursday evening on his return after 12 years’ 
service as delegate to Washington.  Governor 
Bone, Surveyor General Theile and others will 
extend him a welcome. 

Last night Governor Bone left for Sitka to 
investigate the pioneers’ home before appointing 
trustees and a superintendent. 

 
Sent telegram to Lockie McKinnon informing him 
we were coming on “Jefferson”, - next Wednesday 
& reserving room.  Had conference with E. R. 
Peoples about Whatcom anthracite - nothing 
ready. 

Diary 33, 1921 
August 20-21 

20 
A Mr. Spencer from Ft Yukon is at the Hotel.  He 
tells me he is just from Ft. Norman Oil fields - 
coming down the Mackenzie River to fort 
McPherson - via the Porcupine & then up the 
Yukon. He thinks well of the country. 

-21- 
Quiet all day - at home - Loman, for Judge, 
Harrison for Dist Atty. Griffith, Marshal - 2nd 
Division all conformed. 
Everybody now confirmed except Clegg and Bert 
Stevens.  Nelson seems to be holding them up for 
Marquam.  Hear that Gaustad is indicted at 
Fairbanks for “bootlegging” & dare not go back! 

Diary 33, 1921 
August 22 

-22- 
At Buckley - Dinner with Mother, Maggie 
McNichols, Nan & Harry - Mother got the dinner 
cooked it herself - fried chicken & blackberry 
shortcake such as she only can make.  Fine visit 
with Maggie - who is now 73 years old - a fine 
Scotch character.  She used to make clothes for 
me & my brothers & sisters 50 years ago - in 
Patoka, Illinois. 
Nothing done in sale of Buckley land to the Kovel 
man he is too “foxy” for me, and thinks he will get it 
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at his own price - but he will not! 

Diary 33, 1921 
August 23-24 

-23d- 
Sold my 11 acres at Buckley to Kovel for $2000, 
provided I can get the Brisbins to give up the 
clearing contract [and] take that on the Puyallup 
land. 
Deposited $10,000 salary voucher and bought 
$5,400. in Seattle Local Improvement Bonds.   
Dinner-tonight with Mr. & Mrs. Peoples, Fairbanks 
friends. 

-Aug 24th – 
My 64th birthday & Mother is as young as I am 
almost and strong, active and healthy. 
Over to Tacoma today & got the Buckley trade 
fixed finally. 

Diary 33, 1921 
August 24 

24 
Made contract with Brisbin Bros. to clear 20 lots on 
the west side of Pearl St. in Buckley, and they gave 
up the contract to clear the 11 acres. 
I sold the 11 acres to Bert Koval for $2000. - $1000 
cash & balance on 2 years time at 3% interest.  
Then made contract with Brisbie Brothers to clear 
29 acres of my Puyallup land for $158.00 per acre, 
and I deposited $3160.00 with A. W. Tinden, of W. 
P. Hopping & Co. to pay for the clearing.  Have 
paid my taxes & have everything in good shape. 
Next page contains correct statement of my 
finances at this date: 

Diary 33, 1921 
August 24 

24 
Bonds, etc. belonging to Debbie & me: 
Liberty Loan Bond 1917. 3 1/2% $1,000.00 
3rd 4 1/2% 250.00 
4th 4 1/2%. 750.00 
Victor- y 4 3/4% 2,500.00 
Dominion of Canada (2) 5% 2,000.00 
Am. Tel. & Tel. Co. (2) 5% 2,000.00 
Inter B. Rapid Tr. Co. (2) 5% 2,000.00 
Chicago Union Stati. (2)4 ½% 2,000.00 
Am. Can. Co. (2) 5% 2,000.00 
Seattle Loc. Imp. Bonds. 6% 6,000.00 

$ 20,500 
 
Deposit Tacoma Sav. 3,000.00 
Due from Koval land contract 1,000.00 
Deposit “o7m. 1-1. Bennett 5,000.00 
Cash Dexter Horton Bank 2,897.00 
Cash in my purse 1,000.00                              
Total bonds & cash        $33,397 
 
Own 25 lots in Buckley23? 
Own House & two lots in Tacoma 
Own about 95 acres on Puyallup Res. Tacoma 
Own House & lot Ft. Gibbon, Alaska 
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Own House & lot Valdes, Alaska 
Own House & lot  Fairbanks, Alaska 
Own Mining claim off Dis. on Cleary Creek 
Own Mining claim on Ester Creek, Alaska 
Own Library etc. State Hist. Society, Tacoma 
 

We start to Alaska tomorrow. 
Diary 33, 1921 
August 25-27 

-Aug 25th – 
We left Seattle this morning on the SS Jefferson at 
9 a.m. - small passenger list - no special friends 
except  Tom & Mrs. Flannigan who used to keep 
the “Rapids Rd  House.” 

-26th – 
Queen Charlotte – fine trip. 

-27th – 
Fine trip - am finishing the first volume of J.G. 
Wells “Outlines of History” of the World.  It is a fine 
book and I am enjoying it.  Reached Ketchikan 
tonight & I have had a good visit with friends & 
especially with Forest J. Hunt, Senator from this 
Division. 

Diary 33, 1921 
August 28 

-28th  
Jefferson landed for an hour in Wrangell & I met 
many of my friends - Conference with Grant, 
Shurick, & Sinclair, officials of the Wrangell Pulp & 
Paper Co. and found them very hopeful of success 
in putting Co. over.  They report the discovery & 
location of a fine water power on what they have 
recently called Harding Creek on the north side of 
Bradfield Canal but they think I ought to help carry 
the financial load - I agreed to put in $500. to assist 
in that matter. 

Later this evening reached Petersburg & visited 
with my friends there.  In Juneau in the morning. 

Diary 33, 1921 
August 29 

-29th – 
Steamer went into Taku Inlet this morning and 
reach Juneau - after landing at Douglas - at noon. 
Kettleson met us at Douglas and told us that a 
reception was ready for tonight - A Sourdough 
dinner at Moose Hall. 
 
[clipping] 

SAILS FROM SEATTLE ON STEAMER  
JEFFERSON WEDNESDAY MORNIING 

Judge and Mrs. James Wickersham will be 
formally welcomed “home” on Monday evening, 
Aug. 29. They will sail from Seattle next 
Wednesday on the steamer Jefferson, due to arrive 
in Juneau by Sunday morning.  A number of his 
friends have determined that he shall be made glad 
that with the ending of his official life he has 
decided to permanently locate in Juneau, to take 
up the active practice of his profession.   
After he has been personally greeted by his 
numerous friends and admirers a public reception 
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and Sourdough dinner has been arranged for 
Monday, Aug. 29.  It will be held at Moose Hall, 
commencing at 7 o’clock.  It is expected that the 
capacity of the banquet room will be taxed to its 
utmost seating capacity, which will be nearly three 
hundred.  All will have opportunity to greet Judge 
and Mrs. Wickersham, and the other distinguished 
guests. 

Diary 33, 1921 
August 29 

29 
[clipping continued] 

A substantial repast will be partaken while the 
strains of orchestral music enliven the occasion.  
And then will come the feast of reason and flow of 
wit.  The toastmaster will be Judge John B. 
Marshall and speakers who will extent felicitations 
to the honored guest include Dr. S. Hall Young, 
John H. Cobb, Surveyor General Karl Theile and 
Governor Scott C. Bone.  Response will than be 
made by Judge Wickersham, and it is expected 
that he will delight his hearers with some 
interesting episodes of Washington experience. 

Arrangements have practically been completed 
for an event that will no doubt be a most 
pleasurable and successful welcome and reception 
to Alaska’s foremost citizen. No other man in the 
Territory is so well known or has anything like the 
number, of friends as has Judge Wickersham.  And 
in deciding to make his future home in Juneau, 
after a residence of twenty one years in Alaska, the 
greeting extended him will fully justify the wisdom 
of his decision. 

Cards are now available for this reception and 
dinner and the old friends of Judge Wickersham 
should see a member of the committee on 
arrangements within the next few days, so as to 
make certain that they are provided for before the 
general public exhausts all available cards, which 
are for both men and women. 

Judge Wickersham had expected to sail north on 
the steamer Northwestern, which departed from 
Seattle yesterday afternoon, but he was delayed 
and will not sail until Wednesday, on the Jefferson, 
which will reach Juneau Saturday night or Sunday. 
           COMMITTEE ON ARRANGEMENTS 
WILL A. STEEL, Chairman  JOHN B. MARSHALL 
JOHN H. COBB                  LOCKIE MCKINNON 
JOHN W. FRAME               EDW. P. KENDALL 
JOHN RUSTGARD             CASH COLE 
E.V. VALENTINE                RODMAN ROBESON 
JACK WILSON                    S.D. CHARLES 
WRIGHT WENRICK            E.H. SHERMAN 
FRANK A. ALDRICH           THEO. KETTLESON 
 
The editor of the “Capital” is Will Steel, Esq. 
formerly of Seattle and - of course, a good 
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newspaper man - witness the following & 
foregoing. 

Diary 33, 1921 
August 29 

29 
[clipping] 

HOME WELCOME TO JUDGE WICKERSHAM 
A warm greeting and public coming to Judge and 

Mrs. Wickersham has been arranged by numerous 
friends for Monday evening Aug. 29.  It will be 
participated in by men and women and will be non-
partisan in its character.  Judge Wickersham 
recently completed twelve years of public service 
to the Territory at the National Capital.  He returns 
to Juneau to take up his permanent abode, to 
engage in the practice of law, and to exert his wide 
influence in securing capital to develop the varied 
and rich industries of the Territory. 

Certainly the foremost citizen in Alaska, where 
he has resided for twenty-one years, it is proper 
that his neighbors and friends should gather 
together to do honor to Judge Wickersham.  During 
his twelve years service in Congress he was 
largely responsible for many constructive pieces of 
legislation, including a Territorial legislative form of 
government and the construction of the 
government railroad.  These will always stand out 
preeminently as monuments to his foresight and 
perseverance. 

After the reception ands dinner on Monday 
evening there will be some interesting remarks 
from the guest of honor, as well as from his old-
time friend Governor Bone, Dr. S. Hall Young, and 
local speakers.  It will be a pleasant affair that 
promises to tax the seating capacity of the Moose 
lodge room, and will be one of those neighborly 
gatherings that means much in bringing together 
just plain people, but who are, withal, the bone and 
sinew of patriotic thought and action. 

Judge Wickersham had expected to sail north on 
the steamer Northwestern, which departed from 
Seattle yesterday afternoon, but he was delayed 
and will not sail until Wednesday, on the Jefferson, 
which will reach Juneau Saturday night or Sunday.  
And while arrangements had been made for a 
reception on Thursday, they will be carried out for 
the following Monday. 
 
A good group of our friends met us at the Wharf & 
gave us a warm welcome home. 

Diary 33, 1921 
August 29 

-29th – 
Our friends gave us a hearty welcome this evening 
at the Moose Hall - My friend John B. Marshall 
presided - Aldrich, Cobb, Dr. Young and Gov. Bone 
made addresses of welcome - 200 or 300 present 
(Empire Today). 
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[clipping] 

FORMER ALASKA  
DELEGATE HERE 

Judge and Mrs. Wickersham 
Arrive – Reception Ar- 

anged for This Evening. 
Judge James Wickersham former Delegate from 

Alaska to Congress for six terms, accompanied by 
Mrs. Wickersham, arrived here this morning on the 
steamer Jefferson after an absence of several 
months in Washington.  He was met at the dock by 
a number of friends and escorted up to town by 
them. 

A public reception arranged by his friends will be 
given to Judge Wickersham at Moose Hall this 
evening, beginning at 7 o’clock.  The plans call for 
a “sourdough dinner,” the Alaska beanpot having a 
prominent place on the menu.  Tickets for the 
event may be had at $1 each. 

Several speakers will address the meeting.  
Among these are included Governor Scott C. 
Bone, Rev. S. Hall Young, the guest of honor and 
others. 

 
It was a generous meeting & I was specially 
pleased at the warmth of the welcome from the 
people of town & also at the tone of Gov Bones 
remarks. 

Diary 33, 1921 
August 30 

30 
[clipping] 

ALASKA DAILY EMPIRE, 
TUESDAY, AUGUST 30, 1921 

RETIREMENT OF  
WICKERSHAM IS  

ANNOUNCED NOW 
Former Delegate at Recep- 
tion Says Will Never Again 

Be a Candidate. 
Definite retirement from the political arena was 

announced by Judge James Wickersham at the 
conclusion of a short talk made by him last evening 
at the reception given him and Mrs. Wickersham at 
Moose Hall.  Mr. Wickersham, although stating that 
he would not personally seek political office again, 
intimated that it was not impossible that he would 
be found taking an active interest in politics. 

He said that he was going out of politics. “I am 
never going to be candidate any more for any 
office,” he declared, and added, “but I am going to 
keep my powder dry.”  He returned to Alaska, he 
said, to make it his home and to re-engage in the 
practice of law. 

Governor Makes Talk 
Other speakers included Governor Scott C. 
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Bone, Rev. S. Hall Young, J.T. Cobb and ex-
Senator Frank Aldrich, all of whom were 
represented by Toastmaster John B. Marshall. 

All spoke briefly, eulogizing Judge Wickersham 
and praising him for his services to the Territory.  
Governor Bone said that he had long been familiar 
with “his work and had many pleasant relations 
with him. He said that he had early recognized 
Judge Wickersham as a stalwart, outstanding 
Alaskan.  He had, he said, been assured by Judge 
Wickersham of his support in the administration of 
the government of Alaska and “He welcomed that 
support and counted largely on it as a valuable aid.  
He was glad, he concluded, to welcome both as 
Governor of Alaska and as a citizen of Juneau 
Judge and Mr. Wickersham back to the Territory. 

Backed By “Sourdoughs” 
Ex-Senator Aldrich, speaking as an old-timer and 

for the pioneers of the Territory, welcomed Judge 
Wickersham as one of them. The latter, said Mr. 
Aldrich, has had and will always have the support 
of the oldtimers. J.W. Cobb dwelt briefly on the 
career of Judge Wickersham since coming to the 
Territory and assured him of the warm welcome 
awaiting him here. 

Rev. S. Hall Young, pioneer minister for the 
gospel in the Territory praised warmly the work and 
achievements of the guest of honor.  He also 
spoke of him as a man of great kindliness and of 
warm friendships and good fellowship. 

Boosts Alaska College 
In his remarks, Judge Wickersham bespoke the 

earnest consideration of Governor Bone for the 
welfare and advancement of the Alaska 
Agricultural College and School of Mines at 
Fairbanks. This institution,” he said, will in time 
become one of the great schools of a great 
Territory.  His library, of some several thousand 
volumes, which he has spared no effort to make 
complete on Alaska, will be presented to that 
institution, he said, at some future time. 

He urged the support of Alaskans generally to 
the administration of Governor Bone, who, he 
stated, had been selected by President Harding as 
his personal representative in Alaska.  He spoke of 
the problems awaiting solution, the greatest of 
which he maintained is transportation. The 
completion of the Government Railroad, he said, 
will be one step in the solution of that problem, but 
there are many others to take. Other problems, he 
said, were connected with the development of 
Alaska’s natural resources. 

Good Crowd Attends 
The lodge room of Moose Hall was well filled 

with Juneau people, virtually all of the places at the 
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dinner tables being filled.  Music by an orchestra 
added to the enjoyment of the occasion. 

Diary 33, 1921 
August 30-31 

-30th – 
At work in my office with some men trying to get 
my library on shelves - also  
Dinner tonight at John B. Marshalls - present Gov. 
& Mrs. Bone, & daughter, Dr. Young, Mr. & Mrs. 
Waggoner - Cash Cole & wife, Kettleson, & others. 

-31st- 
Much interest in Gov. Bones smaller appointments 
Kettleson appointed Manager Pioneers Home, 
Sitka & Lockie McKinnon member Bd. of 
managers.  My friend Jack, Wilson has been 
appointed officer for suppression of Liquor traffic in 
S.E. Alaska, Wenrick - game warden etc. 

Diary 33, 1921 
September 1 

Sept 1st 
Working fixing up the office.  Attended a Birthday 
Reception given by Gov & Mrs. Bone to their 
daughter Margaret – her 17th birthday. 
The invitation was general and both political 
factions attended - Gov. Bone remarked late in the 
evening to a friend that he saw me shake hands 
with Troy - which I did with the remark to John 
“I promised my friends the other night to kiss you 
but so many of them desire to be present that I feel 
I must put it off till a later date.”  He laughed & said 
he thought that ought to be Bone according to 
promise. 

Diary 33, 1921 
September 2 

2d 
Am getting my office in pretty good shape - we will 
stay at the Zynda Hotel this winter - corner rooms 
on the top floor - from which get a grand view of 
the Channel, the towns, boats and mountains. 
Even the local Poet rejoiceth: 
 
[clipping] 

Greetings to  
JUDGE JAMES WICKERSHAM 

We greet today, my friends, men of the North, 
One who has proved his excellence and worth,  
In welcoming salutation we extend to him our hand, 
Wishing him the gladness and the fullness of the Land; 
This Land for which he labored long and many years, 
Though oftimes o’re a path beset with doubts and fears. 
Disappointment and illusion have often been his lot,  
But never has he backward turned, one tithe or jot,  
On that high road that leads to the success 
Of making an empire out of a wilderness. 
We welcome him today with outstretched arms, 
No need of blaring trumpets and tinkling bells’ alarms; 
Let our hearts speak the “honor and good repute, 
Which follows faithful service as the fruit.” 
So with glad hearts, without pretense or sham, 
We welcome your return, James Wickersham! 
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Diary 33, 1921 
September 2 

2 
[clipping continued] 
Twenty years and more have passed in time  
Since first the Judge came to this Northern clime.  
But more than twenty years it means to those still are 
numbered among the Sour-doughs.  
The history of those twenty years is writ 
In terms of courage, fortitude and grit.  
What hopes, what grief’s, what joy and what despair  
For those that pioneered have been the share.  
Ah me, those twenty years have been a span  
Unequalled since the world began 
 
We “mad stampedes, the toil beyond all measure,”  
The lust of greed, the scrambling after treasure!  
The noble deeds, the heroism unfeigned  
Of those who ventured where only silence reined!  
The happy day, when gold at last was found,  
The wild delirium when the lucky staked their ground!  
The torch of anarchy, the flame of sin,  
The strife, the turmoil, before the law came in!  
All this the judge has seen and been a part  
Of bringing order out of chaos at the start.  
Wise in council, and in counsel grave,  
The rugged miners heeded the advice he gave.  
In time chosen as Alaska’s Delegate,  
Devotedly he gave his talents to affairs of state.  
That a chronicle of pep and zeal and scrap  
As he struggled Congressional red-tape to unwrap!  
What a record of accomplishments he made  
In all things that would give Alaska aid!  
I fain would laud the number of his acts,  
But the judge is modest and I only state the facts. 
 
The Home Rule that we enjoy to day  
Was won by Judge Wickersham after years of fray;  
The railroad that will soon haul Alaska’s freight  
Was possible because of his eloquent debate; 
Our coal, our timber, that the plunderers would rob, 
Were saved to use because the Judge was on the job;  
Our mails were sent to us with fast dispatch,  
And not shipped as common freight beneath the hatch;  
He didn’t camouflage and ask for more police,  
Nor did he cater to a clique’s caprice,  
But we noticed in his speeches beneath the Capitol 
Dome  
He always spoke in reverence of Alaska as his home.  
He didn’t libel and traduce our body politic  
By calling them a bunch of rough-necks or Bolshevik,  
But as men who labor in their sphere and give  
Their love and loyalty to the Land in which they live. 

Diary 33, 1921 
September 2-3 

2 
[clipping continued] 
Such the man who returns to us and tells the world  
That Alaska is home, here his standard is unfurled;  
That this is not a Land in which to earn one’s bread  
And then to go and live outside instead.  
How beautiful in this Land, how bright it gleams,  
How it keeps one buoyant with its aspirations, dreams.  
Land of Beginnings, its history’s page but scratched,  
Embryo States, fledglings of the Eagle, waiting to be 
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hatched 
The Land of Youth, yet a Land that will engage  
And reward the ripened wisdom of Old Age,  
The Judge says he’ll retire now and practice law,  
Which sounds peace-like as when savage takes a 
squaw.  
What then? Shall we find no other work that he might do  
Except our litigation when we stew?  
Big things remain to do in this Land of Do and Dare,  
Even for retired folk of silver hair.  
The Judge, we hope, will no exception prove  
That the man of action will ever find his groove.  
Alaska now as ever is in need  
Of strong, resolute, men of the Judge’s breed.  
Scholar, statesman, friend so tried and true, 
Amen Wickersham, we shake your hand and welcome 
you! 
 
D. A. NOONAN, S.S. City of Seattle, August 27, 
1921 

-3d – 
Getting my office in shape - big job. Sent telegram 
to Jenk M. Williams to do prospecting work on 
Bennetts coal land - $75.00 limit - Chickaloon. 

-4th – 
Sunday. Dr. De Vine asked me to assist Haughdon 
- fisherman from Libby McNeil & Libby - hurt. 

Diary 33, 1921 
September 5-6 

-5th – 
Office repairs, etc – slow. 
Arthur G. Shoup, U. S. Atty. friendly  
Seems Bill Eddy, is to be Clerk for Judge Reid - 
glad of it - Bill is a good old Nome friend of mine. 

-6th – 
Bill Eddy tells me he is a candidate for Chief Dep. 
Marshal & Not Clerk. 

U. S. Marshal George D. Beaumont came in last 
night on “City of Seattle” & came to the Zynda 
Hotel.  Came to see me this morning and I took 
him up to Gov. Bones office.  Later he told me he 
had concluded to appoint his friend Reid, from 
Anchorage - Seward as his 

Diary 33, 1921 
September 6 

6 
Chief Deputy - that the Atty. Genl. had consented - 
also Gov. Bone today & asked me advice.  Of 
course I advised what I knew was agreed on - so it 
is Reed & not Eddy. 
I gave Beaumont letters, etc. about appointments 
at Ketchikan, Wrangell, & Craig. - letter from 
Senator Hunt. 
I also strongly endorsed Ed. Sherman For Dep. 
Marshal at Hoonah. 
My friend Tom McSmart was a soldier in the British 
Ex. Forces formerly blacksmith at Fairbanks - 
came back a month ago before I returned to 
Juneau - & left a paper weight with Sec. Ter. 
Sommers -for me - a great cut set in top - a beauty. 
Glass!! 
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Diary 33, 1921 
September 7-10 

-7th – 
Getting office in shape – slowly. 

-8- 
Beaumont busy with applicants for office Deputies. 

-9th – 
Some business coming in office. 
Fine weather. 
Sending out 200 copies of the “Citizen” with 
account of Reception - to friends throughout the 
Territory. 

-10- 
Paid my Atty. license for this year - $1000. 
Attended Judge Jennings court today. 
Am getting some law business & think I will be 
busy after the new Judge - T.N. Reid - comes. 

Diary 33, 1921 
September 11 

11th  
Dr. Shurick of Wrangell here in matter of candidacy 
of W.R. Grant -for Dep. T. S. Marshall - also he & I 
agreed on my entrance into the Wrangell Pulp & 
Paper Co project with a one fifth (1/5) interest. 

Dr. Goddard of Sitka Hot Springs here to consult 
with Gov. about establishing Ter. Insane Asylum.  
He wants me to take interest with him - but I think 
not. 
Mrs. Wickersham & I had dinner with Gov. & Mrs. 

Bone & Margaret this evening: The Gov. & I 
discussed the Gov. Railroad & Coal etc. - no 
politics. 

Diary 33, 1921 
September 12 

-12- 
Busy with correspondence today. 
Sent Thos. B. Drayton (Henry Fords Alaska 
correspondent) at Dearborn, Mich. copy of my 
letter of last January, against George C. Hazelet 
candidacy for Gov. with permission to 
exhibit it to Mr. Ford. 
Drayton announces his intention to be a candidate 
for Delegate from Alaska at the next primaries in 
April 1922, against Sutherland - or as an 
Independent.  I told him such a candidacy might 
elect an obnoxious Democrat - for the Gugq-
McBride faction would support a Democrat rather 
than either of them. 

Diary 33, 1921 
September 13 

-13- 
Recd telegram -from J.E. Chovin of Anchorage 
asking me to endorse him for U. S. Marshal and I 
have telegraphed reply as follows:  

Juneau, Alaska, Sept. 13, 1921. 
J.E. Chopin, Anchorage, Alaska. 
It is better some competent and substantial citizen 
third division be appointed marshal rather than 
outsider and Ben. Poindexter of Anchorage having 
already strong support, is it not better to join forces 
with him and give united strength rather than divide 
and probably provoke President to appoint 
outsider.  
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James Wickersham 

Diary 33, 1921 
September 14 

-14th – 
SS. Alameda in from westward today - John F. 
Ballaine came off to see me & tell me he has been 
out there for the Sec. of Int. Fall, to examine Govt. 
Rd. - he declares the waste and mismanagement 
are colossal - but we will get the Railroad and that 
was the intent & purpose which I had in introducing 
the bill. 

Am getting some business - am to act as 
attorney for the Territory in a case where the 
Attorney General is barred by former employment.  
He consulted the Governor & the Gov. 
recommended he employ me - thanks, Gov.! 

Diary 33, 1921 
September 14 

14 
[clipping]  

Alaska Dispatch 
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 9, 1921 

WICKERSHAM  
HAS RETIRED  

FROM POLITICS 
Former Delegate to Congress 

Tells Friends He Will Not 
Aspire to Office 

WILL KEEP POWDER DRY 
Judge Wickersham Declares 

Ambition to Live in Alaska 
and Practice Law – Gover- 
nor Bone Lauds the Former 

Judge and Legislator 
JUNEAU, Sept. 1.- Definite retirement from the 

political arena was announced by Judge 
Wickersham at the conclusion of a short talk made 
by him last evening at the reception given him and 
Mrs. Wickersham at Moose hall. Mr. Wickersham, 
although stating that he would not personally seek 
political office again, intimated that it was not 
impossible that he would be found taking an active 
interest in politics. 

He said that he was going out of politics.  “I am 
never going to be a candidate any more for any 
office,” he declared, and added, “but I am going to 
keep my powder dry.”  He had returned to Alaska, 
he said, to make it his home and to re-engage in 
the practice of law. 

Other speakers included Governor Scott C. 
Bone, Rev. S. Hall Young, J.H. Cobb and ex-
Senator Frank Aldrich, all of whom were presented 
by Toastmaster John B. Marshall. 

All spoke briefly, eulogizing Judge Wickersham 
and praising him for his services to the territory.  
Governor Bone said that he had long been familiar 
with his work and had many pleasant relations with 
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him.  He said that he had early recognized Judge 
Wickersham as a stalwart, outstanding Alaskan.  
He has, he said, been assured by Judge 
Wickersham of his support in the administration of 
the government of Alaska and he welcomed that 
support and counted largely on it as a valuable aid.  
He was glad, he concluded, to welcome both as 
governor of Alaska and as a citizen of Juneau 
Judge and Mrs. Wickersham back to the territory. 

Ex-Senator Aldrich, speaking as an old-timer ann 
for the pioneers of the territory, welcomed Judge 
Wickersham as one of them.  The latter, said Mr. 
Aldrich, has had and will always have the support 
of the old-timehs.  J.H. Cobb dwelt briefly on the 
career of Judge Wickersham since coming to the 
territory and assured him of the warm welcome 
awaiting him here. 

Rev. S. Hall Young, pioneer minister of the 
gospel in the territory, praised warmly the work and 
achievements of the guest of honor.  He also 
spoke of him as a man of great kindliness and 
friendships and good fellowship. 

In his remarks, Judge Wickersham bespoke the 
earnest consideration of Governor Bone for the 
welfare and advancement of the Alaska agricultural 
college and school of mines at Fairbanks.  This 
institution, he said will in time become one of the 
great schools of a great territory.  His library, of 
some several thousand volumes, which he has 
spared no effort to make complete on Alaska, will 
be presented to that institution, he said, at some 
future time. 
He urged the support of Alaskans generally to the 

administration of Governor Bone, who, he stated, 
had been selected by President Harding as his 
personal representative in Alaska.  He spoke of the 
problems awaiting solution, the greatest of 

Diary 33, 1921 
September 14 

14 
[clipping] 

KEEPING POWDER DRY 
Hon. James Wickersham, six times delegate to 

congress, of which eight years was during a 
democratic national administration, was recently 
given a “home coming” by friends and admirers in 
Juneau. This dinner was in the nature of an ovation 
in a section of Alaska where he encountered during 
his political activity the most determined opposition, 
as well as the most flattering returns when the 
ballots were counted. 

Judge Wickersham said to his friends and 
admirers that he did not expect to make another 
campaign for public office in Alaska, but intended 
to “keep his powder dry,” evidently giving his 
political enemies sufficient warning that he 
intended to “step on the tail” of any political 
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schemes they might hatch, which, in his opinion, 
might be considered offensive and not for the best 
of the Territory.  When Judge Wickersham issued 
this ultimatum it carried with it no idle threat, as 
Wickersham will continue to be a tower of strength 
in the North, more particularly when not a 
candidate himself. 

Harkening back over a dozen years the average 
Alaskan recalls the men in Alaska most active in 
the first political campaign of the Territory. The first 
election was a complete defeat for the political 
parties.  Key and Cale, both laborites, easily won 
the contests for the short and long term to 
congress.  Both derive their salaries, and did little 
or nothing for the North. 

The next election found Louis P. Shackleford, 
Governor Hoggatt, Colonel Perkins, John G. Heid 
and others in convention at Ketchikan to name 
delegates to the national convention, as well as to 
nominate a candidate for delegate to congress.  
Shackleford and Hoggatt quarreled with Heid and 
Perkins, resulting in a contested delegation to the 
national convention. 

John Corson, of Nome, was named as the 
republican candidate for delegate to congress. In 
the meantime the democrats held a convention at 
Fairbanks, and after much discussion named John 
Ronan, head of the mine owners favoring an open 
camp, on an eight hour platform, for delegate to 
congress.  This set the stage for the resignation of 
Wickersham from the federal bench, and his 
independent race for delegate to congress.  What 
he did to Corson and Ronan was a crime.  He beat 
them both with several thousand ballots to spare. 

Hoggatt having been appointed governor, and 
National Committeeman Shackleford being in 
absolute control of the patronage in Alaska under 
the Taft administration, this combination next put 
Ed. Orr, a popular interior transportation man, 
against Wickersham.  It had been promised all 
construction crews on the Copper River & 
Northwestern railroad would vote for Orr. This 
numbered close to four thousand men. Also all 
cannery crews in Western Alaska, numbering eight 
thousand men, mostly aliens, had been promised. 
The Copper River & Northwestern vote was 
delivered as per promise, but the insurance 
companies refused to allow cannery vessels to 
remain in northern waters awaiting election day, 
and Wickersham swept the territory, easily 
defeating Orr, notwithstanding his heavy vote from 
railroad construction camps. 

This discouraged the republican opposition, and 
the next campaign was easily won by Wickersham 
from a democratic and socialist candidate. 
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With the Wilson administration came Thomas J. 
Donohoe, an astute politician with a well organized 
machine. Donohoe conceived the idea of running a 
mining man against Wickersham, and picked 
Charles A. Sulzer, a popular copper miner from the 
First division which division had heretofore been 
Wickersham’s stronghold.  This division shifted 
from the usual 1,500 majority for Wickersham to 
close to 800 ma- 

Diary 33, 1921 
September 14-
15 

14 
[clipping continued] 
jority for Sulzer, owing to the heavy vote caused by 
the boom on Gastineau channel, where the 
Gastineau mining organization supported Sulzer 
almost to a man. The result was so close that it 
was an easy matter for the canvassing board to 
count out Wickersham, who was eventually seated. 

Again two years afterward Sulzer and 
Wickersham raced. The vote was close and again 
Wickersham was counted out, but seated by 
congress after nearly a two years’ contest.  In fact, 
Wickersham only served four days of the two-year 
term to which he was elected. 

At the last election Wickersham did not file, and 
Dan A. Sutherland ran against George Grigsby, 
democrat, winning hands down. 
Thus it may be taken for granted that when 
Wickersham declares he will “keep his powder dry” 
it means something to those who have knifed him 
in former elections.  There are many men North 
who do not like Wickersham, but it is safe to say 
they fear him. The average politician in Alaska is 
no better nor worse than the politician in the 
States.  Judge Wickersham is a past master in the 
political game. They may wet his powder but they 
want to be sure they use plenty of the damp stuff. 

-15- 
Dr. Goddard, from Sitka Hot Springs here & I am 
assisting him with matters connected obtaining title 
to the land at the old Baranof Sitka Hot Springs. 
Have been employed by the Territory, through Atty. 
Genl. Rustgard approved by Gov. Bone, to attend 
to a case for the recovery of license fees from 
cannery on Annette Is. - Govt. Res. & Gov. claims 
fees - 

Diary 33, 1921 
September 16 

-16th – 
Worked much of the day with Dr. Goddard on Hot 
Springs case. 
Was appointed Notary Public. 
Called on Gov. Bone, and urged my objections to 
Judge Bunnell as the President of the Agricultural 
College at Fairbanks.  He gave no sign. 

Also talked with him about the Alaska Govt. Rd. 
and we discussed Ballaine, who just passed on the 
“Alameda” with report for Sec. Fall.  Gov. Bone is 
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greatly prejudiced against Ballaine - in which I 
partially agree. 
Bone still supports and defends Col. Mears -in 
which I also partially agree - but not wholly 

Diary 33, 1921 
September 17-
18 

-17th – 
Am really quite busy and find more work in the 
office than I anticipated. 
Beaumont, U. S. Marshal has appointed one or 

two of my friends to outside Deputy Marshal posts - 
but I am much more interested in the character of 
his local office Deputies - these are the men who 
draw juries and who can in that way, if crooked, do 
much harm to litigants. 

-18th – 
Received papers in case of Territory v. Annette 
Island Fish Co. and Sec. of Int. intervener.  Gov. 
Bone has requested me to look into case & 
represent Territory - Rustgard barred. 

Diary 33, 1921 
September 19-
21 

-19th – 
Have been poring over case of Ter. v. Annette Is. 
Pack. Co. and Fall Sec. Int. Intervener.- Record not 
in good shape - Sec. Int. has no jurisdiction to 
intervene - I think. 

-20th – 
Am writing to Clerks District Court for copies of 
Judges opinions for last four years  - 1918 – 19 – 
20 – 21, to publish in 6th Alaska Law Reports. 

-21st – 
Wrote letter today to Sec. Fall making charges of 
pernicious activity in political matters against 
Hawksworth, Lapp, Maguire, etc. of Bureau of 
Education in 1916 & 1918 elections. 

Diary 33, 1921 
September 22-
24 

-22d- 
Engaged in office work. 

-23d- 
Mrs. W. & I called on Gov & Mrs. Bone this p.m.  
Have been at work for two days arranging and 
writing up my accounts for checks, Act. books, etc. 
for the period from January last to date. 

-24th – 
The “Alameda” in this morning and Judge J. M. 
Reed, came at the Zynda Hotel with us. - entirely 
friendly.  Had a long talk with him & satisfactory. 
Gov. Bone went out to inspect the govt. Ry. on the 
“Alameda”  today.  He is unfriendly to John F. 
Ballaine & will give Report in opposition  -to Sec. 
Interior Fall. 

Diary 33, 1921 
September 24 

-24th continued. 
Sent Gov. Bone telegram to Haines, copy of 
telegram from Herron, Wash. D.C. saying he 
(Herron) was out of race for Prohibition Officer & 
that McBride had been notified that both he and 
Fisher (McBrides brother-in-law) could not be 
appointed, etc., and asked the Gov. to endorse 
Judge Marshall.  I do not imagine he will do it - but 
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it will give him the situation & maybe Mrs. Hatcher, 
Pres. Alaska Pro. organization can get him to do it 
when he reaches Anchorage.  Marshall 
telegraphed her the telegram & asked her to make 
further attempt then - He is now free and can 
secure appointment of Marshall if he wants to. 

Diary 33, 1921 
September 25-
26 

-25th – 
Sunday & nothing new. 

-26th – 
Dr. Goddard here from Sitka and we are at work on 
his application for his Hot Springs Homestead. 
Paper today reports Senate Com. has reported 
favorably on confirmation of Harrison, Dist. Atty. 
Nome and on Stevens, Marshal at Fairbanks, but 
that Atty. Genl. had asked for further consideration! 
Wonder whats the matter. 
Business in my office is picking up and I hope for 
plenty of Work.  Judge Reed told me tonight he 
would appoint Frame Clerk at Hyder. Good. 

Diary 33, 1921 
September 27 

-27th – 
Beaumont, U.S. Marshal, is appointing some 
deputies that may give us trouble in politics - 
Getchell, at Douglas and Treadwell is announced 
this afternoon, notwithstanding the protest of the 
people there, and the endorsement of a local man 
by the Republican Club, and the party 
representatives.  It is a turn-down for Jack Wilson, 
and the Republican organization and I fear will 
result in much friction and ill feeling. 
Dr. Goddard Hd. at Sitka Hot Springs presented to 
U. S. Land Office today - & Amended Complaint in 
case of Ter. of Alaska v. Annette Is. Packing Co. & 
Fall Sec. Int. prepared for service. 

Diary 33, 1921 
September 28-
29 

-28th – 
Busy writing up my office docket. 
Judge Reed, John Frame, Dr. Goddard & Teddy 
Kettleson to dinner with us tonight. 
I attended (and joined) the Igloo No 6, Pioneers of 
Alaska, tonight. 

-29th – 
Jack Wilson and my friends at Douglas are having 
much trouble to persuade Marshal Beaumont-to 
appoint one of their own local men as deputy there.  
I advised them to get up a petition for their man 
and a protest against Getchell, whom they do not 
want - and I wrote the document for them.   
The petition & protest almost unanimously signed - 
B. had announced the appointment of Getchell 
some days 

Diary 33, 1921 
September 29 

29 
ago, but when the leading Republicans of Douglas 
today presented the Petition and Protest he 
weakened and promised to make a change & 
appoint their man!  Am glad he did for it meant a 
sore spot in the party if he had not. 
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He is also in for a row over C.P. Cole, whom he 
promised to appoint jailer.  He has now appointed - 
or rather retained - the Democrat who held it under 
Tanner - the retiring Democrat.  That means a 
scrap & he must be fair about that too. 

Recd. letter from Jack Kellar at Skagway asking 
for deputyship there.  Am to have dinner tonight 
with the Beaumonts and friends. 
Busy in office. 

Diary 33, 1921 
September 30- 
October 1 

-30th – 
Judge Reed has suggested that he intends to 
remove Le Fevre, Commissioner & put some good 
lawyer in his place he asked me about Kehoe, who 
has desk room in my office.  While I shall regret to 
see LeFever removed - if it is to be done I think K. 
will be a good successor. 

Oct. 1 
Judge Reed took charge of the court here today & 
will call the docket on Monday morning - and go to 
work.  He takes his meals with Mrs. Berry where 
we eat, and is decidedly friendly at all times.  What 
a change in a court! 

Diary 33, 1921 
October 2 

-Oct. 2- 
Am writing a nice letter to Fred Crews of Fairbanks, 
Nenana, acknowledging the receipt of a copy of his 
fine new book of pioneer verse – “Klondyke Early 
Days and Alaska’s Long White Trail.” 
Long talk with Major Beaumont. U.S. Marshal 
about appointment of Deputy U.S. Marshals - he 
assured me in John Rustgards presence that he 
had eliminated every applicant who came with 
references from Faulkner and Robertson - he has a 
telegram from Herron in N.Y. asking that B. and 
Theile and I put up $300. to tide the “Capital” over 
a week or two of its hard times till he can “arrive.”  
Wonder where that $15,000 has gone? 

Diary 33, 1921 
October 3-5 

-3d- 
Attended opening of Judge Reeds court today - call 
of the motion docket, etc.  Meeting of Bar 
Association tonight at Judge Winns office to 
prepare for dinner of welcome to Judge Reed.  
Com. appointed to have charge of matter. 

-4th – 
Answering correspondence. 
Submitted demurrer in re Ter. of Alaska v. Annette 
Is. Pack. Co. & Sec. Interior filed Amended 
Complaint & getting case in shape for argument. 

-5- 
SS. Alameda in from Westward today. 
Mrs. Hatcher, Dr. Boyle, “Waterfront” Brown, and 
dozens of old timers 

Diary 33, 1921 
October 5-6 

5 
on board going out for-season.  Many callers and I 
went to the boat to call on Mrs. Hatcher. 
Working on preparation of our Agreed Statement of 
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Facts in the case of Territory v. Annette Is. Packing 
Co. & Fall, Sec. Int. = Gov. Bone came back home 
on the Alameda. 

6th  
Working as yesterday. 
Sent Clegg sum of $20000 cost $340 - total $20340.  
Beaumont will pay 1/2 and we send same in 
answer to telegram from Clegg saying he needs it.  
Ordered new suit of clothes today from my old 
friend Wolland - member Com. of 15, Tacoma. 

Diary 33, 1921 
October 7-8 

-7- 
Same work as yesterday. 

8th  
Attended Court today - motions for correction of 
two immaterial clerical errors allowed. 
 
[Invitation to dinner for Judge Reed] 

Dinner 
Complimentary to 

Hon. Thomas M. Reed 
Tendered by 

Alaska Bar Association 
of Juneau, Alaska 

Gastineau Hotel Café October 8, 1921 
 

Music By 
Woofter’s Orchestra 

Violin Solo By 
Willis E. Nowell 

 
Menu 

Oyster Cocktail 
California Ripe Olives   Salted Almonds 

Mixed Pickles     Celery 
Fillet of White Fish, Bearnaise 

Parisienne Potatoes     Iced Cucumbers 
Petersburg Shrimp Patties, a la Pacaline 

Stuffed Young Idaho Turkey,  Cranberry Sauce 
Creamed Potatoes  Cauliflower in Butter 

Waldorf Salad 
Ice Cream  Assorted Cakes 
Cigars   Coffee   Cigarettes 

Diary 33, 1921 
October 9-11 

-9th – 
Sunday - Attended a formal “Breakfast” given by 
the Robeson’s this morning - it was nice, of course, 
but more of a dinner than a breakfast. 

-10- 
Preparing statement of agreed facts in the Annett 
Es. Pack. Co. case. 

-11th – 
Have written full letter & plan for ousting Judge 
Bunnell from promised place as Pres. Ag. Col & 
Sch. of Mines, Fairbanks addressed to Andrew 
Nerland - took it to Gov. Bone who read it with 
much care - and said he intended to appoint me 

J:\hist_docs\wickersham\ASL-MS0107-5-33.doc 



Alaska State Library - Historical Collections, PO Box 110571, Juneau AK 99811-0571 
Diary of James Wickersham. Dec. 2, 1920 to Jan. 1st [2nd]1922. 
MS 107 BOX 5 DIARY 33  
 

one of the Board of Trustees of the College - sent 
letter to Nerland. 

Diary 33, 1921 
October 12-13 

-12- 
Mr. Mosier, Supt. Mines at Gypsum, in today & we 
had a long talk about coal – Harkrader Mine – at 
Kootznahoo Inlet, Admiralty Island.  He declined to 
take any interest, but referred me to Mike Hudson, 
as a good coal miner – who seems interested in 
these mines. 

-13th – 
Judge Reed asked me at Breakfast this morning if I 
would undertake the defense of Nelson, hwo has 
just been indicted by the Grand Jury for murder in 
the first degree for killing Peterson at Petersburg, 
some weeks ago – I told him I would 

Diary 33, 1921 
October 13-15 

13 
if he would also appoint Mr. J.W. Kehoe, who has a 
desk in my office, to assist me.  Later today he did 
so & I sent K- up to interview the prisoner.  It’s a 
hard case! 
Finished long affidavit for a Continuance over the 
Term in the case of Holman et al. v Tjosarg, et al. 
Am at work at odd times on preparation of new 
Rules of Court for Judge Reed. 

-14- 
Working on new Rules of Court at Judge Reeds 
request. 

-15- 
Attended call of Motion docket today – getting into 
the harness again. 

Diary 33, 1921 
October 16 

-16- 
The S.S. “Alameda” came in today going north – 
U.S. Marshal Stevens, of Fairbanks aboard 
enroute home.  Says Clegg will be confirmed as 
Judge, though hard fight is being waged against 
him.  Also says Hubbard has no place yet. 
Sent telegram to Shurick, Sec. of Wrangell Pulp & 
Paper Co. saying I could not put any m9ore money 
into the preliminary work of project and suggested 
that he take in 5 more Wrangell business men as 
corporators. 
Received nice long letter from my New York friend 
Bennett – he is still interested in Coal etc. 

Diary 33, 1921 
October 17-21 

-17- 
Working on answering Correspondence. 

-18- 
Northwestern in from westward today.  Milo Kelley, 
Willow Creek miner, came up to call & tells me 
there is much quiet interest in oil seepages around 
the Matanuska flats & Anchorage, & that business 
conditions there are good.  Busy drawing 
instructions in the case of Nelson - murder - 
insanity. 

-19- 
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Same as yesterday. 
-20- 

Same as yesterday. 
-21 

Argued to Squash Indictment in Nelson case. 
Diary 33, 1921 
October 22-23 

-22d- 
Judge Reed today overruled my Motion to squash 
the Indictment in the case of U. S. v. Nelson, for 
Murder - & I think, in error. 
Argued the Motion for Continuance in Holman V. 
Tjosevig the Judge held with me on that - not error! 
[clipping] 

Harding Named  
As Successor To  

Geo. W. Folta 
Governor Scott C. Bone yesterday announced 

the appointment of L.L. Harding, as Secretary to 
the Governor, effective Nov. 1.  He succeeds 
George W. Folta, who has held the position for two 
years and has been identified with the office under 
three administrations. 

In commenting upon the appointment, Governor 
said:  “Mr. Harding has been connected with the 
office for some months and is thoroughly familiar 
with its work.  I regard him as especially qualified 
for the position and feel fortunate in finding his 
services available. 

“In this connection I wish it known that Mr. Folta's 
retirement is voluntary.  There would have been no 
change in the position had he elected to remain.  
He has been ambitious for service in the courts 
and the position of court stenographer is in the way 
of a promotion.  He has rendered most capable 
and satisfactory service and will take with him to 
his new field of labor the good wishes of all 
connected with the governor’s office. 

-23rd- Sunday. 
SS. “Spokane” in this morning brought out 
witnesses for defense in case of U.S. v. Nelson - 
charged with Murder. 
Examined witnesses and find some real support for 
our defense - the Insanity of the Deft. at the time of 
the killing of Nels Peterson - whose wife is our best 
witness. 

Diary 33, 1921 
October 23 

23d continued. 
Wm. J. Paul, Indian lawyer from Wrangell came on 
boat and brought me another Murder case - that of 
Lynch for the killing of a Japanese at Wrangell - 
Also letter from Dr. S.C. Shurick, asking me to 
defend his stepson who is accused of seducing an 
Indian girl at Wrangell.  I do not like criminal cases 
but I will take those that seem fair till I get sufficient 
other work & will then turn them off to some other 
person. 
Have about finished drafting Instructions to Jury in 
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Nelson case - set for trail about Wednesday. 

Diary 33, 1921 
October 24 

-24- 
Gov. Bone called on telephone today & told me he 
had received the resignation of Shaw, one of the 
Trustees of the Fairbanks Ag. Col. & School of 
Mines & asked if I had recd. Kellers resignation - I 
told him no - He then said he intended to appoint 
me & the Board - but I told him I “could not accept” 
that the members ought all to reside at Fairbanks 
so they could meet without the annoyance of 
waiting for me or any one else to make the long 
journey to Fairbanks - said he would see me later!  
Dunn, the new Clerk of the Court from Anchorage, 
took office today - retained the Democratic 
deputies, except 

Diary 33, 1921 
October 24-26 

24 
he appointed Walter King, Chief deputy - also from 
Anchorage! 
Have been working on Instructions in Nelson 
murder case finished Ready for trial on 
Wednesday. 

-25- 
We have been very busy in the office preparing the 
Instructions in the Nelson case.  Have-them 
finished - business is coming into the office in a 
satisfactory current - and I am naturally pleased. 

-26th – 
The Nelson case has been postponed till Monday – 
we are ready - Have been working on new Rules of 
Court today - Business is getting better - & I am 
hopeful. 

Diary 33, 1921 
October 27 

-27th – 
Our 41st Wedding Anniversary. 
Gave a dinner to Gov & Mrs. Bone, Mr. & Mrs. 
John Rustgard (Atty. Genl) & Mr. & Mrs. John B. 
Marshall, at our boarding house kept by Mrs. Berry. 
After a bountiful and excellent dinner we took our 
guests to the Palace theater & altogether had a 
pleasant evening. 
Mrs. Berry was, I think, more delighted than either 
hosts or guests, - and her exhibition of pleasure 
and honor conferred by the presence of such 
distinguished guests at her house, greatly pleased 
all of us.  She is an honest and hard working 
German fran. & a good cook. 

Diary 33, 1921 
October 28 

-28th – 
Some time ago Gov. Bone made Marshall think he 
had promised to endorse him to the powers in 
Washington for appointment as Prohibition Officer 
in Alaska, and in an unguarded moment Marshall 
telegraphed that fact to Sutherland - who answered 
this week saying the Gov. had not so acted.  
Marshall innocently showed Dans telegram to the 
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Gov. and then learned that his Excellency had - 
probably - not been entirely frank with him. 
Mrs. M. it seems went to see the Gov. yesterday in 
a very ostensive and forceful manner urged proper 
action in the interests of the anti-Whisky law 
enforcement. 
What she said I do not know except that it was 
vigorous! 

Diary 33, 1921 
October 28 

-28th continued. 
Of course it will result in causing the Gov. to 
oppose Marshall for that appointment - We are now 
informed that the Gov. is favorable to the 
appointment of a man by the name of Minor - at 
Valdes for the office. 
The Gov. has last week appointed J. Lindley 
Green, of Anchorage, a Prohibition Enforcing 
Officer among the Indians in the 3rd Division, and 
now if Minor is given the same office - for the 
Territory it gives the complete control of Liquor 
matters to the “bootlegging” forces.  Green is 
utterly incompetent & Minor turns the “Pinzon” a 
soft drink – outwardly – a gambling joint in Valdez - 
& is himself a “bootlegger.” 

Diary 33, 1921 
October 29-30 

-29th – 
Kehoe and I are at work earnestly on the 
preparation of the defense of George C. Nelson, 
who is to be tried on Monday for the murder of Nels 
Peterson, at Petersburg, on Sept. 17th.  It’s a hard 
case but one to my liking. 
Our defense will be insanity! 

-30th – Sunday. 
We are still at work today on the preparation of 
Instructions etc. Nelson case.  S.S. Northwestern 
in from the south.  Surveyor General Karl Thiele is 
on her.  & I am sending many letters to the 
westward;  Also engaged three days in preliminary 
work of reorganizing the Harkrader Coal Mine on 
Admiralty Island. 

Diary 33, 1921 
October 31 

30 
[clipping] 

JUNEAU SUNDAY CAPITAL, SUNDAY, 
OCTOBER 30, 1921 

Governor Bone could not have made a more 
popular appointment than that of L.L. Harding 
whom he has selected for his Secretary.  Mr. 
Harding is a man of excellent ability, high 
character, loyalty and patriotism. 

-Empire. 
We hope he outlives the calamity of being praised 
by Jawn. 

-31st- 
Court this morning filled the trial jury panel in the 
Nelson case – to avery move of which I objected & 
took exception.  Adjourned case till tomorrow at 10 
a.m. when the jury will be called in the box & I will 
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make further objections. 
The prosecution has called Dr. Johnson of Sitka & I 
have asked for the attendance of Dr. F.L. Goddard, 
of Sitka – which Shoup will resist tomorrow. 

Diary 33, 1921 
November 1 

-Nov 1- 
Jury in case of U.S. v Nelson being called & many 
objections, etc.  Got order of court authorizing call 
of Dr. F.L. Goddard of Sitka.  Sent him telegram 
yesterday – taken to him by as boat today – from 
Sitka to Sanatarium. 
We got the jury tonight – at 9 oclock.  It s a pretty 
good jury – R.P. Nelson, John Reck, Lucas, and 
other good strong men on the jury – representing 
the best & strongest men in this community – 
whatever they do will be about right.  Nelson acts 
crazy in court – tries to plead guilty etc, etc. 

Diary 33, 1921 
November 2 

-2d- 
Prosecution got through today - its evidence all in 
the Nelson Murder Case: We begin in the morning 
for the defense.  Shoup & Maltby made a good 
presentation of their case they only made one 
tactical error - in putting Swanson on to prove that 
Nelson came to Swanson to get a “billy”, a  police 
club - to get Pederson with:  On examination he 
said Perkins U.S. Com. sent Nelson to get it & told 
Nelson to go get Peterson himself!  That was bad 
for the prosecution. 

Diary 33, 1921 
November 3 

-3d- 
We got all evidence in Nelson murder case today 
and I am greatly pleased at the fine record we have 
made.  We got in Nelson’s Manilla Bay 
Congressional Medal and read the Joint Reso. of 
Congress giving Dewey sword & thanks and all his 
men a bronze medal - Then Drs. Carouthers, Daws 
and DeVigne, each positively declared Nelson 
insane now & also at the time he shot Peterson - 
Drs. Sloan & Johnson swore just as positively he 
was sane & shamming.  The case went over after 
all evidence in - till tomorrow when arguments are 
to be heard: Judge Reed is tonight going over the 
Instructions to the Jury. 

Diary 33, 1921 
November 4 

-4th – 
We made our argument in the Nelson Murder case 
today = Maltby opened, Kehoe first I second 
presented the defense.  Shoup then closed the 
arguments. The base has been tried fairly from 
start to finish in a good & fair spirit of cooperation.  
Judge Reeds instructions are fair, with some slight 
exceptions, satisfactory. 

O 
The jury brought in a Verdict of “Murder in first 
degree without capital punishment.” - the only 
logical verdict except “Insanity.” - which the jury 
evidently refused to accept. 
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Diary 33, 1921 
November 5 

5 
[clipping] 

ALASKA DAILY EMPIRE, SATURDAY, NOV. 5, 
1921. 

MURDER VERDICT  
IS RETURNED BY  

JURY YESTERDAY 
Nelson Found Guilty of First 

Degree Murder Without 
Death Penalty. 

After deliberating about five hours, the jury last 
night shortly after 9 o’clock returned a verdict of 
guilty of first degree murder without capital 
punishment against George C. Nelson for the 
killing of Nels Peterson at Petersburg on 
September 17, last.  Counsel for the defense, 
according to a statement made by U.S. Attorney 
A.G. Shoup today, have indicated that a motion for 
a new trial for Nelson will be filed Monday. 

Only a few persons were in the courtroom when 
the jury’s verdict was read.  According to some of 
those present, Nelson appeared visibly relieved 
when it was made known.  He was immediately 
taken back to his cell and his usual “harness” 
fastened to him. 

Talks with Jailer 
Nelson conversed with Jailer “Jimmy” Joyce as 

the latter adjusted the straps.  As the last strap was 
being fastened to his leg, the prisoner asked Mr. 
Joyce if the “harness” was necessary now, but 
made no protest when told that it was.  Mr. Joyce 
also asked him if he understood the verdict, Nelson 
replying that he did. 

Calls for Pie and Coffee. 
Immediately after Nelson had been placed in his 

cell, U.S. Marshal Beaumont entered the jail and 
asked the prisoner if there was anything he 
wanted.  “I’d like some apple pie and coffee,” said 
Nelson.  This was ordered for him by Major 
Beaumont and Nelson finished both with apparent 
relish.  In conversations today Nelson repeated 
that he understood the verdict and is said to have 
characterized it as an “awful thing”. 

Verdict Not a Surprise. 
“We were not surprised at the verdict,” said U.S. 

Attorney Shoup, who with Assistant A.E. Maltby 
conducted the government’s case against Nelson. 
“We were confident at all times that the jury would 
bring a verdict of murder in the first degree.” 

No time for sentencing Nelson was fixed by 
Judge Reed today, who will probably withhold the 
date of sentencing until after the motion for a new 
trial is filed and some disposition made of it. 

History of Crime 
Nelson killed Peterson on September 17, in the 

J:\hist_docs\wickersham\ASL-MS0107-5-33.doc 



Alaska State Library - Historical Collections, PO Box 110571, Juneau AK 99811-0571 
Diary of James Wickersham. Dec. 2, 1920 to Jan. 1st [2nd]1922. 
MS 107 BOX 5 DIARY 33  
 

Lotus Pool Room at Petersburg.  Witnesses for the 
government testified that Nelson left his barber 
shop between 4:30 and 5:00 p.m. on the above 
date, crossed the street, and, entering the Lotus, 
walked directly back to the rear of the room in a 
position behind Peterson, who was seated at a 
table playing cards and shot the latter in the right 
side, inflicting a wound from which the latter died 
within a short time.  Nelson was given a preliminary 
hearing before Commissioner Perkins at 
Petersburg and bound over to the Grand Jury, by 
which he was indicted last month for murder in the 
first degree.  The trial started last Monday morning, 
Monday and Tuesday being consumed in securing 
a jury.  Represented by Judge James Wickersham 
and J.W. Kehoe on a court appointment, the 
defendant’s plea of not guilty was based on alleged 
insanity at the time of the shooting. 
Two days, Wednesday and Thursday, were 
consumed in the examination of witnesses.  
Arguments of attorneys occupied the time of the 
court almost all of Friday’s session, the case being 
given to the jury about 4 p.m. yesterday and a 
verdict returned shortly after 9 o’clock last night. 
 
Went up & called on Gov. Bone this afternoon to 
talk over the 

Diary 33, 1921 
November 5 

5 
political situation.  Also urged appointment of John 
B. Marshall, as Prohibition Enforcement Officer in 
Alaska - urging that it was good politics on account 
of all the W.C.T.U. organizations & Prohibition 
being for Marshall - if the Governor refuses to 
appoint M- and there is failure - or even great 
trouble to enforce the law, the prohibitionists will 
blame the Gov. & oppose him & his party politically 
- whereas if he permits them to assist in enforcing 
the law, by one whom they name - they are thereby 
bound to keep the peace - its good politics! 
 
[clipping] 

GOV. BONE APPOINTS 
REGENTS FOR SCHOOL 

Governor Scott C. Bone today filled two 
vacancies on the Board of Regents of the 
Agricultural College and School of Mines by 
appointing as members of that body Robert Lavery 
and Robert Bloom, both of Fairbanks, effective at 
once.  They succeeded, respectively, Louis Scott 
Keller of Skagway and L.F. Shaw of Anchorage, 
resigned.  Their terms of office will expire in April 
1925. 

Mr. Keller asked to be relieved because his  
inability to attend the meetings of the board.  Mr. 
Shaw has removed from the Territory.  Messrs. 

J:\hist_docs\wickersham\ASL-MS0107-5-33.doc 



Alaska State Library - Historical Collections, PO Box 110571, Juneau AK 99811-0571 
Diary of James Wickersham. Dec. 2, 1920 to Jan. 1st [2nd]1922. 
MS 107 BOX 5 DIARY 33  
 

Lavery and Bloom are business men of high 
standing in Fairbanks and patrons of the public 
school system.  Both are intensely interested in the 
success of the Agricultural College, which will be 
opened within a year. 

Diary 33, 1921 
November 6 

6th 
Had a good long conference with Karl Theile, Sec. 
& Sur. Genl. Alaska, about political conditions in 
the Territory.  Talked to him earnestly about 
Marshall & he promises to confer with Wolland, 
Pres. of Republican Club & John Reck, Sec. & 
Treas. (also President 1st. Nat. Bank) about 
Marshall. 

We now have a plan to undo the Democratic  
scheme of fastening Bunnell upon the Fairbanks 
Agri. College, as President - the Governor is 
assisting - he appointed Lavery & Bloom at my 
request - he urged me to the last moment to take 
one of the places.  We now have Lavery, Bloom 
Stevens and Snodgrass - sure, are probably 
_______________ all of whom are Republicans & 
our friends. 

Diary 33, 1921 
November 6 

6 
The plan outlined to them in my letter first 
submitted to the Governor & approved by him, is 
now to hold a meeting of the Board of Trustees and 
reconsider the former action of the Board electing 
Bunnell, and to hold that since he is yet judge of 
the district court yet, to declare the office vacant 
and elect Snodgrass in his place.  Under the 
Organic Act creating the Legislature no person can 
hold the two offices, so that gives good reason for 
declaring the office vacant & the rest is mere 
routine.  Bunnell got hold on the College by a 
democratic trick and we will be glad to be rid of him 
- he is a candidate for Delegate on the Democratic 
ticket anyway, and we do not want him to 
campaign at public expense. 

Diary 33, 1921 
November 7 

-7th- 
Sec. Thiele has asked me to write for him a letter 
to the chairman of the Seattle Com. on Territories 
in support of coordination of bureau work in Alaska 
- and I am at work on it. 
L. S. Robe, brought me suit against the Admiralty - 
Alaska Gold Mining Co. - wages. 
Sekenoff – convicted of Assault intent rape, wants 
me to appeal his case - but it was tried by another 
lawyer & I am slow to do anything - case is badly 
mauled - & doubtful. 
Business is coming in as fast as I can attend to it, 
and feel quite pleased - but money is scarce and – 
still it keeps one busy. 

Diary 33, 1921 
November 8-9 

-8- 
Finally concluded to assist in Appeal in the Sekinoff 
case – he agrees to pay me $500, and costs of 
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appeal & gave me the sum of $1000.00 to cover 
same, put it in the B.M. Behrends Bank. 

-9th- 
Am delighted today to hear that Clegg is confirmed, 
as District Judge at Fairbanks!  He has been in 
Washington for 9 months fighting Tom Marquam, 
McBride, et al.  We have aided him & feel glad! 
Wrote a letter for Thiele & he and I have gone over 
it today for corrections.  he will then submit it to 
Gov. Bone, and Col. Steese, U.S. Board Rd. 
Com’s.  
Busy drawing Liens for Funter Bay Miners and in 
preparing papers, etc. for Sekinoff appeal. 

Diary 33, 1921 
November 10-11 

-10th- 
Very busy in office – work is coming in much better 
than I ever anticipated.  Drawing Mechanics Liens 
against the Funter Bay Mines – Admiralty Alaska 
Gold Mining Company – for L.S. Robe, Hugh 
McCrossau & John Watson. 

-11th- 
Recd. many letters on boat – some from W.M. 
Bennett, 50 Broad St. N.Y. who tells me he has 
formed a Stock Brokerage firm – Bennett, Clos & 
Co. & put my $5,000 in as a part of its capital.  I am 
rather surprised & disappointed, for I thought he 
would be with Clinch & Pratt – but as I cannot 
change the personel I shall not object – its his 
business! 

Diary 33, 1921 
November 12 

-12- 
Got all my mail answered today & south on 
“Spokane” tonight. 
Have finished my draft of the Rules of Court, which 
Judge Reed asked me to prepare.  He will get 
them before the Committee of the Bar on Rules on 
Monday & if that Committee adopts them to the 
Court for examination early in the week.  It has 
been a long tedious job, and I am glad they are 
thus far along. 
My friend, John W. Frame went to Ketchikan 
enroute to Hyder where Judge Reed has appointed 
him Deputy Clerk of the Court & Commissioner. 
John has a Novel in process of construction and 
hopes now to have the leisure and means of 
getting it ready for the publisher. 

Diary 33, 1921 
November 13-15 

-13th- 
Just working on general matters. 
Judge Reed & Mrs. Wickersham went to movies 
tonight.  Judge Reed, Sec. & Sur. Genl. Karl Thiele 
& we live at the Zynda Hotel all take our meals with 
Mrs. M. P. Berry’s boarding house one block below 
the Zynda on Main St. 
They are pleasant & we enjoy each other. 

-14- 
In court this morning - drafting complaint today for 
foreclosure of several Miners Labor Liens - L.S. 
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Robe, et. al. vs. Admiralty Alaska Gold Mining Co. 
a Corporation - Funter Bay. 
It is a long job. 

-15th- 
Completed drafting and typing above case - 
nothing new except work. 

Diary 33, 1921 
November 16-17 

-16th- 
Business is coming in satisfactorily. 
Bishop Crimont & Father Rocatte, S.J. called at my 
office in a friendly way. 
I am particularly fond of the Bishop - he is a good 
broad gauge frontiersman. 

-17- 
Am busy readjusting figures to try to get at the real 
and true taxation of the Kennecott Copper Cor. for 
several years last past on the 1% tax on net 
income payable to Territory of Alaska. 
It seems to me the Co. has defrauded the Ter. on 
large shortages on its taxes & I am not trying to 
compare their returns to the Ter. Treasurer with the 
Collector of Customs figures of Exports, and the 
K.C.C. reports to their Stockholders etc. and get a 
fair basis of estimate of their tax shortages. 

Diary 33, 1921 
November 1 

17 
[Program of events of annual Alaska Native 
Brotherhood convention,  November 14-19] 

Diary 33, 1921 
November 18 

-18th- 
Recd. by the hand of Col Goethals, U.S. A. & 
member Alaska Bd. of Road commissioners.  
Photo - sent to me by Mrs. Fannie Quigley of 
Kantishna, of stone cave built by self and 4 young 
men with me in 1903 on high point about 20 miles 
south of Mt. McKinley & picture give a fine view of 
glacial plain north of McKinley, over which outflow 
of Muldrow and Hanna glaciers flow - & a grand 
view of the Mountain & the range east and S.W. 
Wrote Mrs. Q. thanking her &-asking for negative 
of picture so I can get enlargement for office use 
etc. 
Working industriously in office - things going fine. 

Diary 33, 1921 
November 19 

-19- 
Cobbs, Ch. Com. of Bar presented the Rules of 
Court, which I finished a week ago, to the Court 
this forenoon & both Cobb & Judge Reed said 
something nice about my work on them & they will 
be copied by the Clerks office & the Bar will meet 
with Judge Reed some evening soon & read & 
consider them. 
Attended the meeting of the Alaska Native 
Brotherhood at their Hall, on Willoughby Ave. 
opposite Indiantown, this evening at 8 p.m. & 
spoke for an hour on the Civil rights of the Indians.  
I denounced Indian Reservations, and urged them 
to become citizens of the U.S. under Indian [???] 
Act, of 1887, as soon as possible. 
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Diary 33, 1921 
November 20 

20th 
It seems the leaders in the Brotherhood movement 
are much opposed to reservations while the 
Bureau of Education – Lopp, Hawksworth, 
Waggoner, & that official crowd favor reservations - 
because reservations mean officials & Jobs, while 
the other plan means independent citizenship - 
which the Indians want.  My talk last night was 
simply a plain statement of the law and the road 
that leads to becoming a citizen of the U.S. and 
seemed to be very satisfactory to the Indian men. 
The officials tried to heckle me with questions & to 
muddy the waters - but with no success. 
 
[clipping] 

WICKERSHAM ON  
CITIZENSHIP 

{Juneau Capital, Nov 20} 
The Alaska Native Brotherhood convention 

closed last night with the Hon. James Wickersham 
the main speaker of the evening. His subject “the 
civil rights of the Alaska Natives.” 

He gave his opinion on the possibilities of Indians 
from various villages and reservations in 
Southeastern Alaska acquiring full citizenship, 
often reading parts of the existing laws applying to 
the occasion.  The Naturalization law drawn 
specifically for the Indians, which he quoted. 
Louis F. Paul, Grand President of the Alaska 
Native Brotherhood expressed great satisfaction at 
the possibilities open for the Natives to acquire full 
citizenship according to the laws as laid down by 
Judge Wickersham. 

Diary 33, 1921 
November 20 

-20th – 
Recd. letters this morning from “Alameda” last 
night, from Bob. Lavery & Nerland at Fairbanks, 
about conditions of the Fairbanks Agri. College & 
its President.  They both say they have 
arrangements about concluded to get control of the 
Board of Trustees & oust Bunnell, but they have to 
reckon with Stevens, who is a practicing lawyer in 
Bunnells court & while they do not seem to 
appreciate it - may be himself hard to manage.  
However, they now have 5 out o f 8 members of 
the Board & they know the Gov & I both want 
Bunnell out & Snodgrass or some other good 
citizen who is fair in his place!  Good luck to them! 

Diary 33, 1921 
November 21-23 

-21st – 
Am busy studying the law in the case of U.S. v. 
Sekinoff - a very interesting case on the law. 

-22- 
Same as yesterday.  On boat Clegg came in on 
boat tonight, and went on homeward after 
spending a few hours-visiting here.  He is happy 
and ready for the fray! 
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Just in recd. papers to begin suit of Davidson v 
Chilberg etc. over the Salt Chuck mine at Kasaan 

-23- 
Working on Appeal in Sekinoff case. 
We recd. fine photo of Darrells wife she is a fine 
outstanding girl & Debbie is pleased at her 
appearance. 
Took Jake Howell, up to see the Governor today. 

Diary 33, 1921 
November 24-25 

-24th – 
Thanksgiving Day.  We are to have dinner with Dr. 
& Mrs. DeVigne. 

-25- 
Barney Hettel “blew in” today, he is a passenger on 
the Revenue Cutter “Unalga,” just in from 
Unalaska.  He went over to Siberia this summer 
with a trading party on a small boat - his partners 
remained at St Nicholas bay, Siberia - while he 
came over from the Anydir River on the H.B. Co’s 
vessel the Alaska, to Unalaska & from there on the 
Unalga: He has high hopes of the existence of gold 
& furs in that region and came out to send a cargo 
for their boat to Nome in the spring - he is going 
back. 

Diary 33, 1921 
November 26 

-26th – 
Joined the Moose Lodge last night.  It was a big 
class 46 in number - we had a banquet afterward.   
Have had a time with the meeting of the Bar Assoc. 
today & the Rules of Court - it is an interesting 
study and we will require another day & probably 
next Saturday to get the Rules adopted.  The Court 
(Judge Reed) appointed me on the Com. & after 
the Com. had gone over them hurriedly - I took up 
the study & prepared Rules carefully and now we 
are reading, discussing, amending & adapting and 
mine are the Rules which are being adopted. I 
have taken much pains with them & am repaid in 
satisfaction. 

Diary 33, 1921 
November 27-28 

-27th – 
[clipping] 

THE STROLLERS WEEKLY AND DOUGLAS 
ISLAND NEWS  

E.J. WHITE......................................Proprietor 
It was pleasing to this paper to note that Judge 
Wickersham, in his address before the Alaska 
Native Brotherhood at Douglas recently, explained 
to the members of that organization that they are 
Indians and that the word “Native” as they apply it 
in designating their race is a misnomer and 
meaningless.  We also note that W. T. Lopp, 
superintendent of the Federal Bureau of Education 
for Alaska and who was in charge of the late 
Alaska census, uses the word “Indian” in his report 
to the Government and that the word “Native” as 
applying to or designating a race does not appear 
in his report.  It is highly probable that within a few 
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years the white children born in Alaska will 
outnumber the Indians two to one and to apply to 
the latter the word “Native” will, to say the least, be 
rather embarrassing to the native whites.  More 
plain statements of the Wickersham variety and 
less “slobber” in addressing Indians would give the 
latter a much better understanding of their station 
in life and how to better improve it. 

-28- 
Have been acting as “look out” in case of Eikland v. 
Casey & Shattuck - assisting Cobb try the case! 
Judge Reed signed appeal papers in Sekinoff 
case. 

Diary 33, 1921 
November 29-30 

-29th – 
Spent the day in assisting Cobb to try the case of 
Eikland v Casey et. al. 
Witness tonight in Valentine v Valentine. 

-30th – 
Aided Cobb in trying Eckland v Casey, et. al. today 
case is now in hands of the jury.  Mr. and Mrs. 
Cobb go south on the Princess Mary in the 
morning for the winter. 
Had a visit from Capt. O’Kelly, of the Hudson Bay 
Co. today - he has just returned from Coronation 
Gulf with a catch of furs - had long and interesting 
talk with him about transportation to the northern 
parts of Alaska. 

Diary 33, 1921 
December 1-3 

Dec. 1st 
Jury out in Eikland case. 
Cobb & wife and other friends going south for the 
winter on the Princess Mary. 

-2- 
Jury still out - do not report - just stay.   
Business is good but not much money. 

-3d- 
Jury in Eikland case unable to agree & excused 
after long effort. 
Had conference with Thiele, Sec. Ter. - who seems 
to be Gov. Bones political agent, about candidate 
for Delegate in case Sutherland fails to get support.  
I named Judge Reed as the best candidate & 
Thiele agreed & will talk to Gov. & to Judge Reed. 

Diary 33, 1921 
December 3-4 

-3d continued.- 
Worked with Judge Reed & the members of the 
Bar on the new Rules of Court; some objection was 
made to my three sections on Rules in relation to 
Non-Resident Attorneys - the members of the Bar 
arguing that my sections were not drastic enough.  
Finally they were referred to a subcommittee 
consisting of Robertson, Winn (G.C.), and Paine, 
for redrafting. 

-4- 
Sunday.  Have worked today on preparation of 
Brief in the case of Territory v Annette Island 
Packing Co. & vs. Fall, Sec. Interior, touching the 
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power of the Territory to levy & collect 

Diary 33, 1921 
December 4 

4 
license taxes on fish traps, tax on canned Salmon 
& on net income of the defendant - because its 
cannery is located on the Annette Island Indian 
Reservation. 
The Sec. of Interior denied the power of the 
Territory to collect any tax - while I am employed 
as Special Counsel to support the Territory’s right 
and power.  It is an interesting case.  We have an 
agreed Statement of Facts signed and now I am to 
prepare the Brief for the Territory - other briefs will 
be prepared in support of the Secretary’s position - 
& then Judge Reed will decide the case. 

Diary 33, 1921 
December 5 

-5- 
In the absence of Atty. Genl. Rustgard I am 
assisting the Territorial officers in arranging for the 
purchase of the Railroad from Nome to Shelton = 
86 mi. under an Act of the last legislature. 
It is to be used as a highway.   
John B. Marshall, recently appointed Prohibition 
Enforcement Officer for Alaska is one of my most 
ardent supporters - as I have been his - he is now 
advised that he may “go,” at the bootleggers & I am 
advising with him in regard to his appointments - of 
whom he has four assistants.  I have earnestly 
recommended George Dribelbis & Hoffman, the 
former for Fairbanks the latter for the Valdes 
district.  He will probably appoint them about 
February. 

Diary 33, 1921 
December 6-7 

-6th – 
Worked all day on straightening out the title of the 
Nome Railroad which the Territory is trying to 
acquire for a public tramway - Frawley, of Nome is 
here for the Pioneer Mining Co, the present owner 
& in the absence of Rustgard, Attorney General, I 
am assisting the Territorial officials. 

-7th – 
Recd telegram from Bob. Lavery, Fairbanks: 

Fairbanks, Alaska. Dec. 6, 1921 
Hon. James Wickersham, Juneau. 
We were knocked out in first round. Rickert and 
Stevens voted with opposition.  Writing all 
particulars will send with Nerland who leaves 
Sunday December eleventh for Seattle. 

Robert Lavery. 
That turns the Agri. College & School of Mines over 
to Bunnell and his Marquam Democrats, together 
with all appropriations and political power etc. etc. 
There seems nothing more to do - just now. 

Diary 33, 1921 
December 8 

-8th – 
There is the report of the Fairbanks matter - as per 
Democratic eyes.  Poor Bone – he has no spunk or 
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even courage to stand by his friends - when they 
fail!! 
 
[clipping] 

EFFORT UNSEAT  
BUNNELL FAILS  
BOARD DIVIDED 

New Members on College 
Board of Regents Start 
Fight on C.E. Bunnell. 

CLAIM EFFORT TO PUT 
SCHOOL INTO POLITICS 
Gov. Bone Says Will Give  
Bunnell Hearty Support as  

Head of College. 
(Special to the Empire) 

FAIRBANKS, Alaska, Dec. 8.- The first attempt 
to throw the Alaska Agriculture College and School 
of Mines into politics failed Wed- night when an 
effort was made to dismiss Judge Charles E. 
Bunnell from the Presidency of that institution. The 
effort is alleged to have had its foundation in 
partisan politics and one of its sponsors, Robert 
Bloom told the Board it would have to figure with 
the Administration. 

The motion to dismiss President Bunnell was 
made by Robert Lavery and Robert Bloom, who 
but a few days ago were appointed to the Board of 
Regents.  Judge Bunnell’s election to the head of 
the institution preceded the appointment of Messrs. 
Bloom and Lavery. Both Lavery and Bloom urged 
the dismissal of Judge Bunnell”, with the alleged 
intention of installing M. D. Snodgrass, who is 
himself a member of the Board although there is a 
question as to whether he could accept the position 
legally.  Mr. Snodgrass joined Lavery and Bloom 
and said the Presidency should have been his 
rather than Judge Bunnells. 

The motion was defeated by a vote of five to 
three.  Members of the Board voting against the 
motion were A. J. Nordale, Mrs. L. C. Hess, and J. 
A. McIntosh, who are Democrats, and P.J. Rickert 
and Morton E. Stevens, Republicans. Snodgrass, 
Bloom and Lavery voted for adoption of the 
resolution. 

President Bunnell leaves here next week enroute 
for the States where he will purchase equipment 
for tie institution. Ile will also line up his teaching 
staff while there. 

“I shall certainly give Judge Bunnell all my  
support in his work as president of the Alaska 
Agricultural College and School of Mines,” said 
Gov. Scott C. Bone today on being shown the 
above dispatch. He also stated that he would 
communicate with members of the Board of 
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Regents urging upon each of them the necessity of 
harmonious relations and united work between the 
Board and the school itself for the welfare of the 
school. 

Diary 33, 1921 
December 9 

-9th – 
Worked all day on Brief in Annette Island Packing 
Co. Case = Citizenship of Metlakatlans. 
Had the pleasure of speaking 10 minutes to the 
school children at the Catholic Parish School 
today. 
Bishop Crimont introduced me in very 
complimentary phrases, with which I was well 
pleased. 
 
[program] 

Programme 
Dec. 9, 1921. 

Diary 33, 1921 
December 10 

-10- 
Attended court - call of motions, etc. Also took up 
Rules of Court - Sub committee struck out three of 
my rules & sought to adopt one barring non-
resident attorneys without he shall have a resident 
attorney endorsed on the pleadings with him.  I 
opposed this as a violation of the Act of the 
Legislature & void & Judge Reed took it under 
advisement.  Not very important to me - but it is a 
reflection on the Bar to adopt an ungenerous Rule - 
when its in plain violation of the Statutes.  It seems 
so like a small attack upon better men! 
Am Working on Brief on Annette Is. tax case - & 
find it an interesting subject - with two sides to it. 

Diary 33, 1921 
December 11-13 

-11th – 
Sunday – had a good rest today. 

-12th – 
Worked on Brief in Annette Is. case. 

-13th – 
Am somewhat disturbed by the receipt of a 
telegram from Wm M. Bennett, of 50 Broad St., 
N.Y. as follows:  “On same guarantee as original 
investment can you invest or obtain additional two 
under Bennett - All plans maturing satisfactorily but 
have encountered delay obtaining part personal 
funds am here conferring Smith re coal activities.  
Please wire reply Western Union collect 
immediately care Hotel La Fayette, Buffalo.  Hope 
you can help out.  Wm. M. Bennett. 
Looks to me like he has failed to make things go in 
his recent bunch of brokerage business & maybe 
my $5000 is gone - so I cant possibly do more - & 
eat next year. 

Diary 33, 1921 
December 14 

-14th – 
Have just recd. letter from Bennett which helps a 
little - but I sent him telegram last night- in answer 
to his saying impossible to get money here for new 
investment offered. 
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Have been all day preparing complaint in Dmitry v 
Beaumont , U.S. Marshal, et. al. damages for false 
Imprisonment. 
Mike Hudson & I are getting a boat ready to go to 
Kootznahoo inlet, to locate some oil & coal claims 
& John Reck is to be in on it with us & I will try to 
get Robe to go along to assist in locating & 
surveying etc.  What I want is to get the four of us 
to go equally into the project - if its good there is 
enough - if it is bad - too much. 

Diary 33, 1921 
December 15 

-15- 
After all my work yesterday in preparing complaint 
for Kehoe in the case of Dimitry v. Beaumont, et. 
al. it seems the case is going to fail.  The Marshals 
& policemen are all after Dimitry, trying to scare 
him off - & Kehoe thinks they will succeed.  They 
have different me visit him & tell him how the 
Marshals & police force will do him in the future 
etc. etc., and he is weak & will not go further in the 
case it seems.  Joe is much disappointed for the 
case was the best kind - & seems easy to win. 
Mrs. Kehoe is yet in the hospital with an operation 
for appendicitis - she is recovering handsomely.  
Last evening Judge Reed asked me to prepare a 

Diary 33, 1921 
December 15-16 

15 
new rule of Court to cover the difficulty arising from 
foreign attorneys bringing cases and then leaving 
the Territory with no agent upon whom service can 
be made.  Prepared such a rule today - & the judge 
and members of the bar were pleased with it and 
adopted it & all others prepared - they are now to 
be printed. 

-16- 
Working intermittently on Brief in Annette Is. case - 
its interesting. 
Working intermittently on Brief in Annette Is. case - 
its interesting. 
Mike Hudson and Robe will go to Kootznahoo Inlet 
tomorrow to located coal - may be oil - claims. 
Wish I could go - but cannot - With John Reck. We 
are equal partners in all claims. 

Diary 33, 1921 
December 17-19 

-17- 
Working on brief in Annette Is. case. 

-18- 
Same as yesterday. 

-19- 
S.S. Northwestern in from westward - at 3 oclock 
this morning.  I did not go down - but recd letter 
from Lavery, Fairbanks about efforts to out Bunnell 
& case of failure.  Also received package - 1 
quarter Mt. Sheep, 2 1/2 dozen ptarmigans from 
J.M. Bain, of Panorama - on the line the Govt. Rd. 
where it crosses broad Pass etc.  Secretary Thiele 
saw Nerland from Fbks, and had long talk with him 
about political situation there etc. not too good, but 
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“I should worry.” 

Diary 33, 1921 
December 20-21 

-20- 
Same as usual – just working. 

-21- 
Mike Hudson, L. S. Robe, with two or three 
employees left here on the 17th for Kootznahoo 
Inlet to locate coal and oil claims if they could find 
any.  They & John Reck, Pres. 1st Nat. Bk. are in 
the enterprise 1/4 each, and we hope to “start 
something” if indications we hear about prove 
correct.  Every day since they left has been perfect 
- cold, clear, quiet and sunny - ideal weather for 
their explorations & if they do not get favorable 
results it will not be fault of the weather. 
Today is just like a fine day on the Tanana. 

Diary 33, 1921 
December 22 

-22d- 
The Juneau Bar Assoc. was called together tonight 
by J. R. Winn, Pres. by a notice in the Empire: 13 
members present adopted a resolution of 
confidence in favor of Le Fevre, Com. here in 
Juneau, and Fox, Com. at Ketchikan, & the 12 
jurors in the Sestalina “bootlegging” case - in 
answer to a special statement issued by Gov. Bone 
yesterday denouncing the verdict in the Sestalina 
case as a “travesty, etc.  Of course, the Gov. 
statement was unwise, but this resolution is worse.  
I voted against it - but the vote was 8 for to four 
against. The eight were Faulkner, Hellenthal, J.R. 
Winn, Growl, C. Winn, Judge States, Robertson, 
Roden & Mullen.  Against: Shoup, Gov., 
Wickersham, and Paine. Le Fevere present not 
voting.  Faulkner & the Democrats ran the meeting. 

Diary 33, 1921 
December 23-24 

-23d- 
Working on Brief in Annette Is. Case. 

-24th – 
Kehoe won the case of U. S. V Prattle & partner, 
violation prohibition Wickersham before Le Fevere. 
J. P. - and is greatly elated thereby - Christmas 
“doms.” 
I have felt so interested in Gov. Bone’s position in 
the matter of the rebuke by the Bar Assoc. that I 
wrote a form of a letter in answer & gave it to 
Theile, Sec. Ter. who told me he intended to call 
the matter strongly to the Gov. attention - he thinks, 
as I do, that if the Gov. submits lamely to impudent 
& unwarranted rebuke it will greatly affect his 
standing & dignity! 

Diary 33, 1921 
December 25 

-25th – 
Much Christmas cheer, - we were invited to Gov. 
Bones for Christmas dinner but Mrs. W. made 
excuses for I really think it best for all of us that we 
do not do too much society entertaining etc. now.  
Mrs. W. and I both called at the Gov. during the 
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day to wish them Merry Christmas and look at their 
Christmas tree.- Theile tells me the Gov. was 
interested in the suggestion of my letter to the Bar 
Assoc. - but he does not resent the Kick - 
apparently. 
I finished mss of my Brief in the Annette Is. tax 
case today & Kehoe is copying it on the typewriter.  
I am quite well satisfied with it. 

Diary 33, 1921 
December 26-27 

-26- 
A holiday - most people slept late but as we went 
to bed early we had a good sleep & got up early.  
We are having most beautiful morning, glorious 
sun rises & clear cold weather. 

-27- 
Have begun the arrangement of the mss. of the 6th 
Alaska Reports, and will begin work on the Sekinoff 
brief before the C.C. of Appeals soon.  While there 
is not a great deal of business left in this part of 
Alaska a fair proportion of it keeps coming into my 
office & we get at least our share. 

Diary 33, 1921 
December 28-29 

-28th – 
The SS. “Spokane” came in tonight at l oclock & 
Worden of Wrangell came up to my office for help 
in relation to his application for appointment as 
Postmaster at Wrangell.  I went with him to see 
Gov. Bone & after consultation the Gov. promised 
– in my presence - to endorse him by telegram to 
the Post Master General, & also to Sutherland.  
Worden went back on the boat later very well 
satisfied with his trip. 

-29- 
Kehoe & I are arranging the 55 page Brief in the 
Annette Island case for the Territory - have made 6 
typewritten copies etc & are getting them ready for 
service. 

Diary 33, 1921 
December 29-30 

29 
Recd. telegram from Guy B. Erwin, Fairbanks, 
saying Ingbrightsen a miner want 80% say on my 
half interest in No. 1 creek claim on Wolf Creek - 
answered giving Erwin authority to make the lease. 

-30th – 
Have been answering letters for the SS. Watson 
which goes south sometime tomorrow. 
Finished & bound my Brief in the Annette Island 
Case last night & served copies today on Shoup & 
Marshall, also gave Gov. Bone copy & Theile 
reports the Governor was engaged in reading it 
today.  Am going to send a copy to Edw. Marsden, 
Metlakatla,  

Diary 33, 1921 
December 30-31 

30 
with a request that he read it to the Metlakatlans at 
a meeting so they will all get the ideas therein. 
Got two new cases today & business is coming in 
every day in a most satisfactory way. 

-31st – 
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The last day of the dying year. It has been a good 
year to us & we are even enjoying the Holidays 
unusually well.  The holiday weather has been fine 
& plenty of work in the office has made us feel 
satisfied and altogether the year is quite as good 
as one can expect on this round old globe.  There 
were two balls 

Diary 33, 1921 
December 31- 
January 2, 1922 

31 
in Juneau tonight, and the young people are happy 
and gay.  Working today on the brief in the 
Sekenoff case a criminal case, of importance to the 
defendant, only - for he is in the penitentiary at 
McNeil’s Island possibly praying tonight for Divine 
aid in & through this brief to get him free again. 

Jany 1, 1922. 
Working as usual – Happy New Year etc. 

-2- 
Have spent the day advising etc. with a group of 
Montenegro people.  “Charlie Miller” & his friends 
who have been having a small Balkan War 

Diary 33, 1922 
January 2 

2 
over the marriage of “Miller” & an Austrian girl.  
Father Kashaveroff refused to marry them at the 
request of District Attorney Shoup & so did 
Commissioner Le Fevre.  After an all day “fuss” 
about the matter, they were married tonight by 
Rev. Allen of the Methodist Church, & the tempest 
in the teapot is calmed down.  They are Valentines 
friends & it seems to me the whole matter is 
regular enough, though I refused to advise Rev. 
Allen to marry them but told him to act on his own 
judgment, which he did. 

Diary 33, 1922 
January 2 

2 
[clipping] 

WEDDING SOLEMNIZED 
OF WELL KNOWN PEOPLE 

The marriage of Miss Mary Pusich of Douglas  
and Eli Melich of Juneau was solemnized shortly 
before noon today at the Graeco-Russian Church 
at this city with Rev. A.P. Kasheveroff officiating. 

The bridesmaid was Miss Draga Beilich,  
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Archie Beilich of this city 
and the best man James McCloskey, Jr.  The 
quaint and beautiful wedding ceremony of the 
Graeco-Russian was performed. 

The bridal party arrived in Juneau this morning  
shortly after 11 o’clock on a special boat from 
Douglas.  Several automobiles met the boat at the 
city boat and escorted the party to the church for 
the ceremony. 

As is the custom in southern Europe, where both  
the bride and groom come from, a wedding feast 
lasting for a day at least, is being served and many 
friends are partaking of it. 

The bride is the sister of Mike Pusich of Douglas. 
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She arrived at Douglas a few months ago with her 
sister direct form Southern Europe. 

The groom is better known here as Charlie Miller, 
he having operated a taxi cab service in this city 
under that name for the past several years. 

They will make their home in Juneau. 
 

WEDDING POSTPONED OF 
LOCAL YOUNG COUPLE 

The wedding of Miss Mary Pusich of Douglas  
and Eli Melich of Juneau, that was to have been 
held shortly before noon yesterday, was postponed 
and was performed at the parsonage of the 
Methodist Church by Rev. W. A. Allen at 8:30 
o’clock last night. 
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Diary 34, 1922 
 

[Front cover] 
Private Diary 

Of 
James Wickersham 

1922. 
January 1, 1922 to May 16, 1923. 

Diary 34, 1922 
 

[Inside front cover] 
[Card] 

Mr. WICKERSHAM 
ALASKA 

[reverse side of card] 
This card put up on the door of 167-169 H.O.R. 
Mch 4, 1909, and taken down Mch 4, 1921, by 
James Wickersham, H A Elliott, Dan Sutherland, 
Will R. Miller, O.P. Hubbard, Wm. Austin. 
 
[clipping] 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 31 

Bar Association Resolution 
Relative to Bootleg Trials 

Attorneys Go on Record As 
Showing Their Confidence in 
Commissioners LeFevre and 

Fox. 
Arriving yesterday in the mail from Juneau, the 

Chronicle received a copy of resolutions adopted 
by the Bar Association “of Southeastern Alaska,” 
regarding a recent liquor prosecution at Juneau. 

It reads as follows: 
BE IT RESOLVED, That the Bar Association of 

Southeastern Alaska hereby adopt and extend a 
vote of confidence in the honesty and integrity of 
Hon. H.B. Le Fevre, United States Commissioner 
at Juneau, Alaska; Hon. A.W. fox, United States 
Commissioner at Ketchikan, Alaska; and in the 
twelve American citizens who sat as jurors in the 
recent “Scataglini” case at Juneau, i.e., W.S. 
Pullen, Walter De Long, H.F. Dott, Wilfred Leivers, 
P.L. Coleman, Jack Laurie, John A. Davis, William 
Liebe, Hector McLean, James L. McCloskey, P.C. 
Delgard, and Robert A. Semple. 

FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED, That this 
Association firmly believes in the theory of 
American Government based upon the 
maintenance of three separate divisions of 
governmental functions i.e., Executive, Judicial, 
Legislative, and that each of said divisions is 
answerable only to the American Public for the 
proper performance of its duties. 

And that copies of this resolution be delivered to 
Hon. Scott C. Bone, Governor; Thomas M. Reed, 
United States District Judge; Hon. H.B. Le Fevre; 
Hon. A.W. Fox, and to the members of the said 
jury; W.S. Pullen, Walter De Long, H.F. Dott, 
Wilfred Leivers, P.L. Coleman, Jack Laurie, John 
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A. Davis, William Liebe, Hector McLean, James L. 
McCloskey, P.C. Delgard, and Robert A. Semple. 

Dated this twenty-second day of December, 
1921. 

JOHN R. WINN, 
Acting President. 

V.A. PAINE, 
Secretary. 

 
Diary 34, 1922 
January 1 

January 1st 1922. 
Juneau, Alaska. 

Sunday.  We are occupying the corner rooms at 
the Zynda Hotel this winter.  Lockie & Mrs. 
McKinnon keep the house - & do it in good shape.  
They are the parents of young McKinnon whom I 
appointed to Annapolis about 6 years ago, and 
who graduated two years ago as the President of 
his class. 
We sleep rather late on Sunday.  They have an 11 
oclock breakfast at Mrs. M.D. Berry’s boarding 
house and a 5 oclock dinner.  We seldom go to 
Church or any- 

Diary 34, 1922 
January 1 

1 
where else on Sunday, for I go to the office & read 
or work quietly while Debbie does her usual daily 
task of reading.  Today I have worked on 
examining the law in the Sekenoff case, which I am 
appealing to the U.S. Court of Appeals.  It has 
been a pleasant holiday season.  I am seriously 
considering taking Joe W. Kehoe into partnership 
and giving him one third of the net proceeds of the 
business. He is young, active, honest and a good 
material for a lawyer, and with experience and 
practice will be useful to me & to himself. 

Diary 34, 1922 
January 2 

January 2. 
Have spent most of the day advising with a group 
of Montenegro – or Serbian people who are greatly 
agitated about the objections of another group of 
enemies to prevent a Montenegro gallant from 
marrying a handsome Austrian girl.  They are 
threatening him with arrest because he has a wife 
and son in the old country.  He admits the former 
marriage and son, but claims there was a divorce.  
The scrap threatens to develop into another Balkan 
war.  The prosecuting attorney has notified 
Commissioner LeFevre, & the Russian Priest not to 
marry the happy couple,  

Diary 34, 1922 
January 2-3 

2 
but late this evening (having a legal license from 
LeFevre) they slipped off to the Methodist 
parsonage and were married – and now it is a case 
of bigamy, or “live happily forever afterwards” 

January 3d. 
Working today on Sekenoff brief.  Business coming 
into our office good.  A young Mr. Oswald and wife 
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called me very secretly to come to the Gastineau 
Hotel.  The young woman was in bed because in 
the sudden disruption in the hitherto pleasant 
relations between the elder Mr. & Mrs. Oswald, and 
the son and young wife this afternoon the young 
wife escaped from the 

Diary 34, 1922 
January 3 

3 
family tornado with scant clothing.  The old folks 
kept all their clothes & threw the young ‘uns out on 
the cold-cold world with curses to the wife and 
tears to the young husband to stay at home.  He 
chose to follow his fleeing bride.  Nature looks after 
a thing like that & I gave them as little advice as 
possible quite well aware that old Mother Nature 
would attend to the matter much better than I 
could.  These young love cases are real interesting 
– but profitless. 
Bishop Crimont & Father Rocatti called and spent 
an hour with Mrs. W- & me this evening.  The 
Bishop is one of our old Fairbanks friends. 

Diary 34, 1922 
January 4-5 

Jany. 4. 
I entered into a limited partnership for the practice 
of the legal profession today – with Mr. Joseph W. 
Kehoe.  Joe is a young Irishman, formerly a 
resident of Portland, Oregon, - has a good war 
record, -is bright and intelligent, a good student & 
worker.  His wife is agreeable to Mrs. Wickersham 
– a good industrious worker and not given to 
frivolity or social silliness. 

-Jany 5- 
Will A. Steele, Ed. Capital, is back in Juneau, and 
talks as if confident that Herron will be able to 
capitalize the paper on a substantial daily basis. 

Diary 34, 1922 
January 6-7 

-6th – 
Judge Holzheimer, recently District Judge at 
Nome, has returned to S.E. Alaska, and is here 
looking for a business opportunity.  I advised him to 
go to Ketchikan.  Am working on the brief in the 
Sekenoff case. 

-7th – 
Have finished the Sekenoff Brief.  Will Steele, Ed. 
Capital tells me that he is received coldly by the 
Governor & other Republican Territorial officials.  
He thinks they have made some alliance with the 
Empire, the Democratic paper, and do not want to 
have their treaty disturbed by the entrance of his 
paper! 

Diary 34, 1922 
January 8 

January 8th  
U.S. Marshal Beaumont appointed A.B. Cole, city 
clerk of Juneau, his chief deputy yesterday.  Cole 
belongs to the bunch of “Empire Republicans” – 
who are Republicans for revenue only, - and 
Democrats in practice at elections. 
Judge Reed & Atty. Genl. Rustgard returned to 
Juneau on the S.S. Spokane this evening.  
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Surveyor Genl. Thiele and McKinnon, trustee of 
Pioneers Home at Sitka returned from that place 
today & report that the officers have most of the 
Democratic party at Sitka in Jail there for 
“bootlegging” – making & selling “hootch” in 
violation of law. 

Diary 34, 1922 
January 9 

-9th – 
Working on cases for Ketchikan terms. 
Trial in Annette Island Packing Co. case brought by 
Territory against Packing Co. to recover license tax 
– I represent Ter.  Trial was formal & based on 
records. 
Will Steele, Ed. Capital, had dinner with us tonight 
– he is much disappointed that the Rep. officials 
will not give his paper printing instead of giving it to 
the Empire – Bone & other officials decline ot let 
him have any printing unless he can outbid the 
Empire in completion.  Riggs gave everything to 
Empire, without bids or completion etc.  Steele 
thinks there is a treaty of peace between Bone & 
Reps, & “Empire.” 

Diary 34, 1922 
January 10-11 

-10th – 
Had a long talk with Atty. Genl. John Rustgard, 
about political conditions in regard to Alaska in 
Washington.  He is quite out of sorts with the 
Harding administration in respect to their Alaskan 
Policies and does not look for any constructive 
work from them for Alaska. 
Drew complaints today for damage suits from 
Chichagoff mines – damages by blowing down of 
bunk house. 

-11th – 
Getting office in shape to allow me to go to 
Ketchikan on “N.W.” to attend term of court there.  
Recd. telegram from E.W. Parks, of the Kuskokwim 
River, who is on 

Diary 34, 1922 
January 11-12 

11th continued. 
the “Northwestern,” asking to meet me on business 
on arrival at Juneau.  Thiele tells me he is the 
owner of the Cinnabar or Quicksilver mines on the 
Kuskokwim & I assume that is the purpose of his 
visit. 
Debbie will remain here in Juneau while I attend 
the Ketchikan term & then go to Seattle for a week 
on business. 

-January 12.- 
Secretary Thiele today showed me an official letter 
from Acting Sec. Finney Dept. Int. imposing a 
compulsory furlough for an indefinite period – a 
real discharge – on Ed. P. Kendall, chief 
draughtsman in his office.  It is the result of a long 
continued effort on the  

Diary 34, 1922 
January 12-13 

12th continued. 
Part of other employees in Thieles office – who 
fought Kendall when he was an applicant for 
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appointment to Thiele’s position last year.  I shall 
assist Kendall if he contests the matter before the 
Civil Service Commission.  Thiele takes but little 
interest in the matter & I fear Kendall is to be 
excommunicated. 

-13th – 
The Democratic “Empire” has a big front page of 
my old friend, Emory Valentine in todays issue, 
with an announcement of his candidacy for 
Delegate from Alaska, to Congress.  Of course, the 
Empire does not say it will support him – it is 
merely attempting to crate a row in the Republican 
ranks, & Val. is willing to assist – I did not authorize 
quoting me. 

Diary 34, 1922 
January 13 

13 
[clipping] 

Announces Opposition to Sutherland and Gives Own 
Notion as to Entering Primaries Next April – Leaves 

Today on Northwestern – Wickersham to File 
All Necessary Papers for Him. 

{Empire Jan 13} 
That he will probably be a candidate in the  

Republican primaries next April for Delegate to 
Congress, was admitted this moring by Emery 
Valentine, former Mayor of this city and well known 
Alaska pioneer.  Mr. Valentine leaves today on the 
Northwestern for a vacation in the States, going to 
Los Angeles where he will be joined by his son in a 
tour of a large part of the country. 

Many of his friends, who are opposed to the re- 
election of Delegate Dan A. Sutherland are urging 
Mr. Valentine to file for the nomination for that 
office.  Not only form Juneau but form other parts 
of the Territory these requests have come, he said.  
It is known that he is not in favor of either 
nomination or re-election of the present Delegate.  
“I have given the matter serious consideration and 
am still doing so,” he said, intimating that unless 
there was some other candidate filed whom he 
could consistently support, he would enter the 
race, although he is not certain that he would like, 
or could spare the time necessary, to make a 
campaign for the office. 

Attorney to File Papers. 
That his candidacy would not necessarily wait on 

his return from the States was indicated by Mr. 
Valentine.  Judge James Wickersham, he said 
would attend to the necessary formalities and file 
the papers necessary to enter him in the coming 
primaries.  “I don’t know just when I will return but it 
will be sufficiently early for me to make a campaign 
a live one,” he added. 

Is Widely Known. 
[page torn] 

There are few men in Alaska better known than 
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Mr. Valentine/ 
Came to Juneau in 1886,/ 
28 years of age, and alr/ 
iately took a lively and / 
in the community.  He/ 
Michigan in 1858 an/ 
plains to Colorado t/ 
He began working/ 
while yet a boy a/ 
Then he learned th/ 
smith and engag/ 
business until 18/ 
siderable success/ 
rado he went / 
in the jewelry/ 
ritory for two/ 
to Juneau. / 
35 years, / 
business m/ 
The money/ 
invested i/ 
this city. 
     Mr. V/ 
career i/ 
this ci/ 
Commi/ 
Vision/ 
by / 
 
I did not authorize Valentine to use my name in 
this connection and do not believe he has any 
idea of ever being a candidate for the office.  He 
is just angry at Dan Sutherland because of his 
agreement with the Hazelet-McBride faction last 
election & is willing to appear publicly in 
opposition.  I shall not act either way – for some 
reason. 

Diary 34, 1922 
January 14 

-14th – 
S.S. “Northwestern” came limping in yesterday with 
engines & pumps out of order.  She will remain 
here till repaired.  Mr. E.W. Parks of the 
Kuskokwim river is aboard & came to see me 
about his divorce case which involves his interests 
in the Quicksilver mines Co.  Bunnell has entered a 
decree allowing Parks wife a half interest in Parks 
3/5 interest in the stock in the mines.  Transfers of 
the stock & other technicalities are involved.  After 
a long discussion Parks employed me to act as the 
attorney for the Co. and gave me 210 shares of the 
Co. stock in consideration that I assist him to 
protect him & the Co. 

Diary 34, 1922 
January 15 

-15th – 
Left Juneau last night late on “Northwestern” bound 
for Ketchikan.  It has been a glorious sunny wintry 
day – the great smooth bay encircled by high white 
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mountains.  The sunset behind Cape Omany, the 
south point of Baranoff Is. was the most beautiful I 
ever saw on the route.  A lot of old pioneers 
gathered in the smoking room and we told stories 
of early days – at Juneau, on the Yukon & interior 
till midnight – then Val. got drunk.  I remained up till 
we got into Wrangell where I saw several of my 
clients & witnesses and advised with them about 
trials in the court at Ketchikan. 

Diary 34, 1922 
January 16-17 

-Monday Jany 16, 1922.- 
Court met today in the court house on the hill – 
Judge Reed empanelled the Grand Jury & set tem 
to work.  Petit jury next week.  Some prospective 
clients at hand.  Visiting with my friend Senator 
Hunt.  Tired & to bed early tonight. 

-17th – 
Busy studying a street assessment case. 
This morning one James Simpson, said by his 
enemies to be the chief of the “bootleggers” in 
Alaska, came to ask me to take two cases against 
him & his brother – they were recently tried in the 
justice court & found guilty & sentenced 

Diary 34, 1922 
January 17 

17th continued. 
To pay a fine of $750. and to serve five (5) months 
in jail – his former attorney appealed the case to 
the District Court & he wants me to have charge of 
the cases there.  Says he has settled with 
Cosgrove & dismissed him.  I tried to get him to 
keep his as my assistant but he thinks C- has lost 
the confidence of the juries.  I then suggested 
Zeigler and he agreed to take the cases, for it wont 
pay to be known as a “bootleggers” lawyer – but he 
is entitled to have his cases presented fairly to the 
Court – and if I do not feel like appearing Zeigler 
can attend to them. 

Diary 34, 1922 
January 18 

-18- 
[clipping] 

CHARLES LYNCH 
IS INDICTED BY  

THE GRAND JURY 
Bench Warrant Issued for His 

Apprehension-Admiralty 
Case on Today. 

In the district court this morning the grand jury  
returned an indictment of murder in the first degree 
against Charles Lynch of Wrangell.  A bench 
warrant was issued for his apprehension. 

In the case of the United States against F.J.  
Furnivall, the district attorney filed a motion to 
dismiss the case on the grounds that the 
indictment does not contain facts sufficient to 
constitute a crime.  The court is taking the matter 
under advisement. 
 
The Dist. Atty. moved to dismiss the Furnivall case 
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today as per his announcement to me at Juneau. 
Have been assisting  Will H. Winston, atty, prepare 
a complaint in a damage case where he seemed to 
need assistance & had a meritorious case.  I am 
informed that some of the persons connected with 
Furnivall in the Bank matter, in which he was 
indicted are denouncing him to Judge Reed & 
trying to prevent the dismissal of his indictment 

Diary 34, 1922 
January 19 

-19th – 
As I reached the top of the long stairs at the court 
house front today a little girl – about 8 years old – 
came up to me and asked, “Are you Mr. 
Wickersham?”  Her bright eyes were blue and her 
face rosy cheeked.  I answered in the affirmative, 
and while I was gaining my breath after the climb, 
she looked me over carefully and continued – “My 
papa said you are a square man – are you a 
square man,” – and she viewed my somewhat 
portly form with precocious earnestness.  I did not 
at first suspect just what her idea was, but as she 
walked toward me looking for square corners it 
occurred to me that she had mistaken her fathers 
friendly 

Diary 34, 1922 
January 19 

19 
Compliment to my character as a literal description 
of my person, for she kept her keen eyes on my 
form with inquiring gaze until she walked around 
me, where she said with evident disappointment.  
“Why I don’t see any difference between you and 
my papa.”  and walked away from me with an air of 
disdain.  She evidently thought a “square” man 
worth seeing. 

Employed by the Miners & Merchants Bank to  
assist Shoup Sr. in trying a little case for them 
involving a dishonored check drawn upon the 
Royal Bank, Prince Rupert. 

The grand jury is scaring the bootleggers of  
Ketchikan almost to death – and also U.S. Marshal 
Beaumont! 

Diary 34, 1922 
January 20 

-20th – 
The Grand jury brought in an indictment against 
James Simpson and two other men for Conspiracy 
to commit a crime against the U.S. – to wit, for 
attempting to run booze in from Prince Rupert last 
November.  It seems that Jim was at the wheel of 
the gas boat and the Canadian Revenue Cutter 
tried to overtake and stop them - & Jim kept his 
boat going while the Govt. boat fired across his 
bow & then point blank at him, but only captured 
him by running in front of his boat.  It is likely to be 
an interesting case and I am inclined to accept his 
offer of employment – with Ziegler as assistant. 

Diary 34, 1922 
January 20-21 

20 
Had a fine home dinner tonight with Mr. & Mrs. 
Rivard: present also Mr. & Mrs. Lester O. Gore and 
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Mr. Blue, who is Rivards partner in a new 
newspaper to be put out by them in a few days – in 
opposition to the Ketchikan Chronicle. 

Gov. Bone was in town today and was in close  
consultation with Heckman, Shoup, and others – 
he went on south late in the day enroute to 
Washington. 

-21st- 
The Ketchikan Alaska Chronicle is full to bursting 

this evening with a big story about a public meeting 
held last night at the Masonic Hall where the 
American Legion, the Ketchikan 

Diary 34, 1922 
January 21 

21st continued. 
Commercial Club, the Mayor & City Council aided 
by U.S. Atty. Arthur G. Shoup, U.S. Marshal 
Beaumont, and their deputies and a large number 
of the prominent business and church people, 
thoroughly denounced “bootleggers,” and pledged 
themselves to their extermination etc.  The 
Chronicle also had a big, double leaded display 
editorial on its first page quoting Shoup and 
Marshal Beaumont – and itself – as determined to 
exterminate the last “bootlegger” in Ketchikan.  
Coming the same evening that Gov. Bone visited 
with them and that the Grand Jury returned its only 
indictment for “bootlegging” - against 

Diary 34, 1922 
January 21 

21st continued. 
Jim Simpson and his two associates.  It has started 
me to thinking.  I was not invited to the meeting!  
And there are no other “bootlegging” cases now 
pending in any court here except the two appealed 
cases of Jim and Jerry Simpson, and the 
indictment of yesterday against Simpson, for 
Conspiracy to bring in “booze” by boat. 
It is perfectly apparent that it is an effort by Shoup, 
Beaumont & others – first to so prejudice the jurors 
now on the court panel, and those to be called, 
against Simpson that he can not have a fair trial, 
and 2d to give Beaumont a chance to square him 

Diary 34, 1922 
January 21 

21st continued. 
Himself with the Grand Jury so they won’t indict 
him for his own “bootlegging” here in Ketchikan, 
when he assisted Eames to get away with the 
bottles of whiskey.  It’s a deliberate effort on the 
part of public officials and prominent men to 
organize the mob against Simpson and I am now 
determined to act as his attorney and fight them to 
the end of the line.  It seems to em that a 
“bootlegger” is much less to be feared than a group 
of men who attempt to organize a community 
against a “bootlegger” to prevent him from having a 
fair trial by an impartial jury. 

Diary 34, 1922 
January 21 

21 
[clipping] 

FIGHTING ON. 
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Bootleggers of Ketchikan are going to be cleaned
 up and cleaned out.  That is a certainty.  Public 
sentiment will not tolerate in the future as it has in 
the past the conditions that have existed.  The 
American Legion is now taking a hand in the 
cleanup and as it was successful in driving  the 
Kaiser from his entrenchments, a thousand, a 
million times stronger than the fortifications of the 
bootleggers, so will Ketchikan Post aid the officers 
of the law in ending the period of lawlessness 
which has been existing. 

If there is any bootlegger or importer of narcotics  
in Ketchikan, let him read the resolutions adopted 
last night by the Ketchikan Post No. 3 of the 
Legion, which were read publicly last night as a 
session of the ex-service men attended by the 
federal officials and by members of the executive 
committee of the Commercial Club of Ketchikan, 
the Mayor and some of the members of the City 
Council, and which are as follow: 

WHEREAS the present federal authorities of the  
United States District Court now in Ketchikan have 
declared their intention to hereafter enforce the law 
against violators of the prohibition laws more 
strictly than has been the case in the past, and 

WHEREAS recent results have proved more  
fruitful than any previously gained in a like period, 
and  

WHEREAS one of the prime motives of the  
AMERICAN LEGION is the upholding of law and 
order, therefore be it 

RESOLVED that the Ketchikan Post Number  
Three, Department of Alaska, AMERICAN 
LEGION,  does hereby extend to the federal and 
assisting city officers of the law their written 
commendation of results already achieved and for 
their announced determination to rid the city of this 
class of law-breakers and in this way making 
Ketchikan a better place in which to live. 
 

If there is any bootlegger in Ketchikan or dope  
peddler who thinks he can get by now with his illicit 
traffic in face of the determination of the federal 
officials, in face of the resolutions of the American 
Legion, and of aroused public sentiment, let him 
consider well the experience of the Kaiser.  He too 
scoffed at these men who now constitute the 
American Legion.  But today he stands shorn of his 
power and glory, an outcast of the world.  So also 
will the bootlegger who scoffs today as he hears or 
reads of this meeting. 

Diary 34, 1922 
January 21 

21 
[clipping continued] 

District Attorney A.G. Shoup last night at the  
Legion meeting mentioned the fact that 
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investigation has proved that 97 per cent of the 
women “down the line” were users of narcotics.  
The women in turn make narcotic users of many 
young men.  It would take many arguments of the 
contrary to destroy that one great reason why the 
line should go and the women sent away, or more 
wisely, put in a hospital somewhere.  
Propagandists of dope and disease!  Of course the 
fight to drive them out will continue and those who 
have moved up town and are now running night 
schools in the use of dope must be rounded up, 
and will be. 

The responsibility of the average citizen in  
enforcing the law, a thing well to remember, was 
brought out by Mr. Shoup also when he urged that 
all jurors in all courts try cases according to the 
evidence and not according to the gossip of the 
street, or of sentiment.  This is a point well taken 
and will be thought of more seriously in the future. 

It was unfortunate that the whole town could not  
have heard Marshal Beaumont’s talk at the Legion 
smoker.  Most effectively he pointed out the efforts 
of the “ring” to plant spies in the federal offices, to 
tell of what has taken place and what is to take 
place, that they might be properly protected, and of 
the sinister propaganda that the bootlegging 
leaders spread about town against this person and 
that person and this official and that official, and tell 
to one official against another with the hope of 
creating a discord which will work to lessen the 
efforts for enforcement of law and order. 

The marshal also struck the keynote of the  
meeting when the told those present that he would 
let them in on a secret, to wit: 

“THAT THE LAW IS GOING TO BE ENFORCED” 
 Mr. Maltby brought out a fact too often forgotten  

by the many persons who want to see the town 
cleaned up of bootleggers and who so state private 
and publicly, and that was that they too often 
partake of liquor themselves and even purchase it.  
And he pointed out that it is the duty of all to desist 
from giving support to the bootleggers by 
purchasing their goods and thereby aiding them to 
remain in business. 

The Legion meeting  was just such as one might  
expect such a splendid body of men to conduct, a 
credit to the ex-service men and to Ketchikan. 

Diary 34, 1922 
January 21 

21 
[clipping] 

Legion Will Aid in 
Cleaning Out Booze 
Joints of Ketchikan 

Former Service Men Commend 
Federal and City Officials 

For Efforts in Restoring Law 
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and Order. 
FEDERAL OFFICALS 

AND OTHERS SPEAKER 
Social Hour With Luncheon En- 

joyed by Legion Members 
and Their Guests 

Determination that the Constitution of the United 
 States shall be strictly upheld in Ketchikan to the 
end that the lawbreaking bootleggers shall on 
longer flaunt defiance in the faces of the upholders 
of law and order, was the strong expression of al 
present at the most enthusiastic and inspiring get-
together meeting ever held in Ketchikan at Masonic 
hall last night. 

The meeting was arranged by the Ketchikan Post 
 of the American Legion, with members of the 
executive committee of the Commercial club and 
members of the Federal court party and city 
officials as their guests. 

At the regular meeting of the Post, held previous 
 to the get-together meeting, the Post passed a 
resolution which is printed in the editorial column, 
commending the federal and city officials for their 
work and intentions in the way of making this 
division and Ketchikan a cleaner city. 

A Strong Purpose. 
There was a tone of undoubtable sincerity in all 

 the impromptu addresses of the members and 
guests.  Commander G.A. Richards conducted the 
meeting in a very able manner, calling upon many 
of those present.  The first speaker was United 
States Attorney Arthur G. Shoup. 

Mr. Shoup expressed hearty appreciation for the 
 resolution of confidence voted the members of the 
department of justice, declaring that while such 
things were not sought for nor expected, they were 
of great help in their duty of enforcing the law-the 
purpose for which they had been appointed 
representatives of the people. 

The Results. 
Speaking of results in other towns in Alaska, Mr. 

 Shoup said that difficulties that sometimes 
seemed unsurmountable; cleaning up the town 
appeared like trying to bail out a boat that had 
become leaky, and the more they bailed the more 
water came in, but progressing firmly, they at last 
“got down to the narrow part of the boat” and he 
believed that in some places it would now be 
“impossible to get a drink even through a syringe.” 

He declared that the difference between places  
like Juneau and Sitka was not in the amount of 
booze that was being peddled, and that while 
Ketchikan had received more advertising, it was 
not worse off than Juneau, but that while at Juneau 
the stuff  had been rank moonshine, at Ketchikan it 
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was commercial liquors. 

Diary 34, 1922 
January 21 

21 
[clipping continued] 

What they uncovered as they went along  he  
said, would hardly be believable to the average 
citizen; suicide, murder and death had been part of 
the results of the lax enforcement of the law.  He 
mentioned cases showing the effects of the stuff – 
He declared there seemed to have been a regular 
network of bootleggers, tinhorn gamblers, 
“Macques” and other law-breakers up there. 

Mr. Shoup said that while it had been very  
difficult to get convictions previously that now out of 
78 cases of violations of the prohibition laws 
prosecuted in the first judicial division the juries 
had brought in verdicts of not guilty in only three; 
that four had been thrown out by the court and 
verdicts of guilty were returned in 71 cases. 

The Public’s Support. 
He declared the officers of the law must have the 

support of the public that the public were getting 
sick and tired of the machinations of the 
bootleggers and were determined to get rid of 
them. 

They had found many vendors of narcotic drugs,  
he said, which they were getting after in the same 
way.  These he declared were an even greater 
menace to the government and to the public health 
than the bootleggers, and must also go. 

Beaumont’s Views. 
Commander Richards next called upon Marshal  

Beaumont, a member of the American Legion ever 
since it had only thirty-five members, and a Major 
in the service overseas.  Maj. Beaumont declared 
that the resolution adopted by the Post “hit him 
right where he lives.” 

He said that the position of the federal officers  
were as public servants, sworn to uphold the law.  
The Constitution of the United States was the 
highest law of the land and the Eighteenth 
Amendment was a part of that constitution.  He 
declared that disrespect for one law would lead to  

(Continued on page 8) 
 

LEGION WILL 
AID CLEANING 
BOOZE JOINTS 

(Continued from Page One.) 
Disrespect for all laws, and was proving so.  He  

expressed confidence and pride in all his 
associates and the American Legion. 

Square Shooters. 
Marshal Beaumont said they tried to play a fair  
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and square game with the bootleggers and 
gamblers.  He said they first notified them that they 
must “cut it out” and if they didn’t do it, they made 
them close up shop. 

During Mr. Beaumont’s remarks he mentioned  
that some of the greatest assistance had been 
received from the customs and immigration 
authorities in enforcing the law.  Custom Officer 
George Woodruff told of some of the handicaps the 
federal officials had been under in their efforts to 
cope with the difficulties, but that now very material 
assistance was in sight. 

Support of the Legion. 
All the speakers expressed themselves as back  

of the Legion in all these undertakings and said 
that they might call on them for any assistance 
required.  Among the speakers were: Ex-Senator 
J.R. Heckman, Mayor Thomas Torry, L.S. Ferris, 
Assistant U.S. Attorney A.E. Maltby, H.C. Nunan, 
Edward G. Morrissey, Geo. Getchall, N.R. Walker, 
Dr. H.S. Hall and others. 
 
Somebody, somewhere said “Oh, that mine 
enemies would write a book!” 

Diary 34, 1922 
January 22 

-22nd – 
Judge Reid & I were invited to dinner this evening 
at Senator Hunts.  I have known the Hunts, and 
they have both been my close political and 
personal friends since 1884 in Pierce Co. Wash. & 
both of them know all the early pioneers of 
Thurston Co. Wash.  were Judge Reid was raised 
– since 1856, so we had a rare good visit, one of 
Mrs. Hunts excellent dinners and a visit with their 
children & grand children (after dinner Judge Reid 
started off to Church to hear Rev. C. M. Van 
Marter, Methodist – and missing the church came 
into the Catholic services when about half 
finished!) 

Diary 34, 1922 
January 23 

-23d- 
Received a letter form Harry saying that Mother is  
ill and hopes I will come home soon.  I wrote a 
letter to Nan and sent her $25. and asked her to 
keep me posted as to her health by telegraph.  I 
will go on first boat if she gets dangerously ill.  
Mother was born in Tennessee – about 50 miles 
north of Nashville in 1837, and came in an ox 
wagon to Illinois with her parents about 1845.  = 84 
years last Sept. 
Busy today in consultation with John G. Grant of 
Wrangell, preparing for trial of Charlie Lynch for 
Killing a Japanese “Yakamoto.” 

Diary 34, 1922 
January 24 

-24th – 
Spent most of the day preparing affidavits and 
Motion for change of Venue – or place of trial of the 
Simpson cases.  basing the motion on the facts of 

J:\hist_docs\wickersham\ASL-MS0107-5-34.doc 



Alaska State Library - Historical Collections, PO Box 110571, Juneau AK 99811-0571 
Diary of James Wickersham. Jan. 1, 1922 to May 16, 1923. 
MS 107 BOX 5 DIARY 34 
 

public meeting & public resolutions by the 
American Legion, Commercial Club, Mayor & City 
Council.  Shoup, Beaumont, & others creating such 
prejudice that Simpson cannot have fair trial by 
impartial jury under Amdt. 6th of Constitution U.S.  
My assistant was a soldier & an Am Legion man: 
Jerry Simpson was a soldier & the father of both 
was a Union Soldier in 1865. 

Diary 34, 1922 
January 25 

-25th – 
[clipping] 

ATTORNEYS ASK 
NEW TRIAL FOR 
SIMPSON BROS. 

Affidavits Filed to Support Mo- 
tion Charge Mob Rule 

Conspiracy 
Through their attorneys, Judge James  

Wickersham and A.H. Ziegler, Jim and Jerry 
Simpson this morning filed motions for a change of 
venue on their appeal case from the 
commissioner’s court, alleging a conspiracy to 
prevent a fair trial for their clients. 

In support of the motion the affidavits allege that 
the meeting held a few nights ago by the American 
Legion was for the purpose of prejudicing people.   
The affidavits set forth a number of the persons 
who were present at the meeting and who talked. 

The affidavits also charge that United States  
Attorney Arthur G. Shoup attempted to coerce 
bondsmen  for the defendants.  In the affidavits are 
given in full the account of the Legion meeting as 
reported in the Chronicle the following day and the 
accompanying editorial. 

The affidavits also accuse Rev. C. M. Van  
Marter, the foreman of the grand jury, the United 
States marshal, and others of attempting to prevent 
a fair and impartial trial. 

Arguments on the motion are set for Saturday  
morning. 
 
We filed our Motions to change trial of Simpsons 
from Ketchikan to Juneau today.   The Chronicle 
has story opposite [above] which is as unfair as 
they thought it wise to make it.  Was invited to 
lunch by the Ketchikan Commercial Club today & 
attended.  – talked 2 minutes & said nothing.  I 
think the mob spirit is settling down. 

Diary 34, 1922 
January 26 

-26th – 
Court called Charles Lynch in today to plead –  

not guilty.  Am now actively at work on court 
business and will begin the trial of Lynch on 
Monday. 

Met Father Van der Pol. S.J. today and in the  
conversation he expressed a wish to see copy of 
the affidavit in the Simpson cases – also said that 
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he understood I said my judgment was that the 
Alaska Bone Dry law was repealed by the National 
Prohibition Law.  What I said was that I had 
assumed it was so repealed, without giving the 
matter particular study. 

Diary 34, 1922 
January 27 

-27- 
Nothing much today – except the court gave the 
Grand Jury a two weeks recess – the object being, 
apparently, to give the U.S. Attorney time in which 
to “try out” his indictments, and of the counsel for 
defense shall drive a “coach and four through 
there.”  the U.S. Atty. aforesaid can recall the G.J. 
and patch the holes with better indictments. 
Am sending Father Van der Pol a copy of the 
Motion for Change of Venue & the affidavits – 
which he wished to see.  The adjournment of the 
Grand Jury lets Beaumont & Eames & the 3 bottles 
of whisky off. 

Diary 34, 1922 
January 28 

-28th – 
I argued the demurrer to the Indictment against 
Simpson, Delier & Brinket, No 754. KB. before 
Judge Reid today & I fear that I did it too well – 
think he will sustain the same & this allow the U.S. 
Atty. to go to the Grand Jury & get a new one & 
thus correct the errors etc.  Still I felt obliged to be 
honest with the court – In the Nelson case I will not 
demur – till the jury is in the box – so as to prevent 
them form going back to the Grand Jury for 
correction.  I am suffering with a severe cold – the 
“flu”, tonight. 

Diary 34, 1922 
January 29-30 

-29th - 
Sunday and I have bad attack of cold and am filling 
up on remedies so as to be clear for tomorrows 
trial.  Boat load of witnesses in my two criminal 
cases from Wrangell arrived, and we are working 
over them. 

-30- 
Case of U.S. v Lynch. Murder first degree, began 
today.  Got jury before noon & prosecution putting 
its case this afternoon.  Will probably take two days 
more to complete trial.  Lynch is a half breed – 
John G. Grants brother – in – law and we have a 
good case – for a minor degree anyway. 

Diary 34, 1922 
January 31 

-31st- 
Have had a hard day of it in trial of Lynch.  Dr.  

Jones, the principal witness for the prosecution 
made the autopsy of the dead Jap.  with only 3 
Japs to assist, and no other person or doctor 
present.  That gives him sole power to testify as to 
the cause of death, etc. and no chance to check 
upon his statements.  He is bitter, unrelenting and 
cunning in swearing to every detail to convict – and 
we have no answer.  We must depend on 
circumstances & the hope the jury will not believe 
his full story! 
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Diary 34, 1922 
February 1 

Feb. 1, 1922. 
Have had a hard day in the defense of Lynch.  The 
more I consider Dr. Jones testimony of yesterday 
the harder it seems to meet it.  Today I have put in 
our defense – generally – and their testimony – I 
am trying to get Medical Experts to offset Dr. Jones 
– but find it almost impossible to get a safe base to 
act from.  Working tonight with physicians who 
seem willing – but not hampered by want of 
information – Jones conducted the post mortem – 
alone – and it is hard to make sufficient statement. 

Diary 34, 1922 
February 2 

-Feb. 2.- 
Another hard day – but finally got all my case to the 
jury.  Called Dr.’s Mustard and Ellis as an offset to 
Dr. Jones – Mustard was bully – but Ellis backed 
as much as he went forward – but got a good offset 
record.  When I had all my other witnesses in I put 
Charlie Lynch on in his own defense & he did a 
beautiful job.  He is a half breed – has a slow 
speech, a low voice ands a fearless eye.  The 
Judge, jury & prosecuting Atty, were all amazed at 
his curt and perfectly straight story – in exact 
agreement with our facts and theory, and in 15 
minutes he had knocked their case against to 
smithereens – if we can keep it. 

Diary 34, 1922 
February 3 

Feb. 3rd- 
[clipping] 

LYNCH CASE 
GOES TO JURY 
IN AFTERNOON 

Prosecution Summary This 
Morning and Defense This  

Afternoon. 
At a late hour this afternoon A.G. Shoup, United  

States Attorney, was making his final summary in 
the Lynch case, after which it is expected the 
Judge will instruct the jury and submit the case to 
them for deliberation.  The case has attracted 
much interest since the hearing began Monday, the 
court room having been crowded all week, the 
defendant Chas. Lynch, of Wrangell being charged 
with first degree murder for the death of a 
Japanese baker. 

Lester O. Gore, assistant prosecuting attorney,  
made the summary for the government this 
morning beginning at 11 o’clock and continuing an 
hour.  The contention of the government is that the 
evidence showed that Harry Nakamoto died from a 
clot formed in an artery of the brain cause by injury 
received in a fight with the defendant; and that 
Nakamoto did not die of alcoholism, as the defense 
attempted to prove. 

Judge James Wickersham, counsel for the  
defense, made his argument this afternoon.   He 
held that the evidence introduced showed that the 

J:\hist_docs\wickersham\ASL-MS0107-5-34.doc 



Alaska State Library - Historical Collections, PO Box 110571, Juneau AK 99811-0571 
Diary of James Wickersham. Jan. 1, 1922 to May 16, 1923. 
MS 107 BOX 5 DIARY 34 
 

affray was not premeditated and that Lynch and 
Nakamoto were on friendly terms; that the 
Japanese was drunk ands hung onto Lynch when 
he met him in the alley and when Lynch shoved 
him away and he fell, that Lynch helped him to his 
feet, but left him in the alley when he fell the 
second time.  The defense also contended that 
evidence showed that Nakamoto fell several feet to 
the beach from the rear of his bakery several days 
before his death, and that neither the nurse in the 
hospital nor anyone on the coroner’s jury saw 
bruises on the body of the Jap as testified to by Dr. 
A. B. Jones, who performed the autopsy.   

 
This has been a very strenuous day – we  
finished the evidence in the Lynch Case & the 
prosecution opened the argument before noon.  I 
began at 2 oclock and talked to the Jury for an 
hour and a half & Shoup an hour.  The jury went 
out just 

Diary 34, 1922 
February 3 

3 
About dinner time – but promptly demanded dinner 
& convened again at 8 oclock.  In a few minutes 
they sent for Judge Reid – court met & they told 
the Judge they could not read a page of his 
instructions – which he had written!  so he read it 
for them & he sent them back to consider their 
verdict. 

Jury came in at 9 oclock! 
Not Guilty! 

John G. Grant and Lynchs relations and friends 
were overcome with joy at his release, and many of 
my friends cordially congratulated me on the 
outcome.  It did me much good in a business way. 

Diary 34, 1922 
February 4 

-Feb 4th – 
[clipping] 

CHARLES LYNCH 
NOT GUILTY IS 
JURY VERDICT 

Verdict Returned at 10 o’Clock 
Last Night After Five 

Hours. 
After deliberating for five hours, the jury brought  

in a verdict of not guilty at 10 o’clock last night in 
the case of the United States against Charles 
Lynch, charged with the murder of Harry 
Nakamoto, Japanese baker, at Wrangell last fall. 

The jury agreed that the defendant was not guilty 
of murder on the first vote taken, but several held 
out for conviction on an assault charge.  However, 
after further consideration of the evidence the 
verdict of not guilty was returned.  The first vote on 
the assault charge was 10 for acquittal and two for 
conviction. 

Lynch was ordered released and returned to  

J:\hist_docs\wickersham\ASL-MS0107-5-34.doc 



Alaska State Library - Historical Collections, PO Box 110571, Juneau AK 99811-0571 
Diary of James Wickersham. Jan. 1, 1922 to May 16, 1923. 
MS 107 BOX 5 DIARY 34 
 

Wrangell today on the Marguerite, together with 
J.G. Grant, Judge W.G. Thomas, and a number of 
other Wrangell people who were here as witnesses 
during the trial. 
 
One I.M. Green engaged me today to defend him 
from the pending charges etc.  I got prosecuting 
atty. to argue to reduce his bail to $500 – cash, & 
Green is to give me a deed to his property in 
Wrangell to secure $500 fee in 6 mo.  We 
telegraphed to Wrangell for the money – Shoup 
says he hopes he will run! but I hope to get him as 
a witness to return Jerry Wilson – in another case. 

Diary 34, 1922 
February 5-6 

-5th – 
Sunday – getting ready for the case of U.S. v 
Neilson – a seduction of an Indian girl from 
Wrangell – who has been a general (but sly) 
prostitute.  Sent telegram to Int. Rev. Service, 
Tacoma, asking time in W.D. Gross tax matter. 
I have about concluded it will be impossible for me 
to go to San Francisco to argue the Sekenoff case 
before M.S.C.Co. of Appeals.  Shoup is going but I 
doubt if he can have time to get his brief printed. 
 
[clipping] 

In the case of the United States against Jerry  
Neilson, charged with statutory offense, counsel for 
the defense was given permission to withdraw the 
plea of not guilty and enter a plea of guilty.  A 
demurrer was filed against the indictment, which 
was upheld, three counts being dismissed.  Neilson 
will be tried for seduction.  A jury is being chosen 
this afternoon.  Judge James Wickersham is 
counsel for the defense. 

-6th – 
Trial of Neilson today – court instructed jury to sign 
a verdict of “Not Guilty.” 

Diary 34, 1922 
February 7 

-7th – 
Studying cases to be for trial this & the coming 
week. 
I got one I.M. Green charges with larceny, out of 
jail yesterday – he giving cash bail & also giving 
me a deed to house & lot in Wrangell to secure me 
the payment of $500. fee for defending him.  I have 
carefully considered his Indictment today - & I think 
it is bad – not legal.  Judge Reid held the 
Indictment against Jerry Neilson bad yesterday – 
dismissed the second count – and tried Neilson on 
the first – seduction – and instructed the jury to 
return a verdict of “Not Guilty” on that because of a 
failure of proof. 

Diary 34, 1922 
February 8-9 

-8- 
Settled the matter of fees in the Neilson case - 
$25000 by taking his note for 90 days, int. 8%, with 
Dr. Schurick as endorser, & the whole crowd went 
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off home to Wrangell in Charlie Lynchs boat.  Am 
preparing demurrers in Green case for tomorrow & 
in Simpson cases for Saturday. 

-9th – 
I was greatly surprised today when Dep. Dist. Atty. 
Gore asked me what case I was at work on & I told 
him Greens - &  he said “Why I thought he 
intended to leave.”  I asked who told him that and 
he said Shoup.  Just then Shoup cam into the 
office & upon the matter being 

Diary 34, 1922 
February 9 

9 
Repeated he said “Yes, we thought he intended to 
leave the country.  We allowed you to give $500. 
bail instead of $1000. & expected you would get 
part of his money as your fee & that he would go – 
leaving his $500 bail to the U.S.”  I was greatly 
surprised at their statements – but I told Green 
what they said.  He does not seem inclined to take 
that course – he thinks he can beat them in the trial 
on the facts & says he wont run.  However, the 
officers & others keep threatening him with new 
Indictments, and they may finally scare him out.  
The report today (Shoup told me) that they were 
bringing other witnesses etc. on the next boat to 
get new indictments against him - & they may, 
make him run – though he seems to be a nervy 
cuss. 

Diary 34, 1922 
February 10 

-10th – 
Bob Graham’s wife has consulted me about a 
divorce & I discouraged her – she is nearly 50 
years old and I told her she would soon spend 
what she would get etc.  Today he came to see me 
and he wants her to have the divorce, so I am 
drawing a contract of division of their property – 
equally – and getting their affairs arranged before 
hand.  She is to have her share in money & it will 
last her about 2 years in Seattle! 
Am working on the law for tomorrows argument on 
the Indictment in the Green case & preparing 
papers in Simpson cases. 

Diary 34, 1922 
February 11 

-11th – 
S.S. Spokane in today going with & I got off a good 
letter to Debbie & also an official letter to Kehoe. 
Recd. this telegram today: 

“New York, N.Y. Feb 10, 1922 
Hon James Wickersham, Ketchikan. 
Understand you will be in Seattle Feb. twentieth.  
Will you please wire us your address there as we 
may desire to communicate with you in connection 
with the Alaska Railroad matter.  The J.G. White 
Mgm. Corporation.” 
Will answer Sunday night letter. 
Argued Green Indictment – think Judge Reed will 
hold with me and quash the Indictment.  Will bring 
Graham divorce case on Tuesday. 
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Diary 34, 1922 
February 12 

-12- 
Sunday.  Spent most of the day in drawing papers 
in the Graham divorce case. 
Long walk & dinner at Senator Heckmans – Mrs. & 
Mr. Heckman, Judge Reed & I.  Sent night letter to 
J.G. White Mgm. Corporation New York as follows: 
“My address will be Hotel Frye Seattle after 
February twentieth until after Mch first my address 
will be Juneau, Alaska.” 
Good visit & sourdough talk with “Shorty” 
Robinson, who went to Fairbanks in 1901 with 
Barnette on the steamer “Lavelle Young,” with load 
of supplies – after failure to get up Tanana river to 
the Valdes – Eagle City crossing. 

Diary 34, 1922 
February 13-14 

-13- 
No court today so I am preparing instructions etc. 
for a civil jury trial in case of Miners & Merchants 
Bank of Ketchikan v Hendrickson, for tomorrow.  
Also prepared complaint, assignments, deeds, etc. 
in separation and Divorce case of Robt. T. Graham 
v Lily M. Graham.  The steamer “Northwestern” 
passed this afternoon, enroute to westward via 
Juneau.  Lot of people on board going to the 
westward & interior. 

-14- 
This has been one of my busy days. Tried the case 
of Miners & Merchants v Hendrickson – jury – all 
day & then half 

Diary 34, 1922 
February 14 

14 
[clipping] 

DISTRICT COURT 
The civil case of the Miners & Merchants Bank  

against T. Hendrickson is being heard today.  The 
time this morning was taken in securing a jury, 
which was accomplished shortly before noon, and 
the trial case went on during the afternoon.  The 
case is a suit to recover money paid to the 
defendant on a check that went to protest in 
Canada.  J.M. Shoup and Judge James 
Wickersham are representing the Miners & 
Merchants Bank, and A.H. Zeigler represents 
Hendrickson. 

The jury sitting on the case is as follows: Ed.  
Robinson, C.H. Harrison, W.E. Curtis, Harry 
Diamond, Alex B. Taylor, Jack Cool, W.C. 
Anderson, W.G. Wickstrom, Odin J. Jensen, 
Harold Jorgensen, J.P. Brisbois, and C.D. 
Richardson. 

This morning the court sustained the demurrer  
against the indictment in the case of the United 
States against Irl M. Green, charged with larceny 
on a boat, and the indictment was resubmitted to 
the grand jury, which is again in session.  This 
afternoon the grand jury reported a true bill against 
Green.  He is represented by Judge James 
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Wickersham. 
The court overruled a demurrer in the cases of  

Jim and Jerry Simpson, appealed from the 
commissioner’s court.  The cases have not yet 
been set for trial.  Judge James Wickersham is 
counsel is counsel for the defense. 

 
Done & we well begin again in the morning.  It is a 
case on a protested check in Prince Rupert & as 
complicated as if a Philadelphia Lawyer had begun 
the matter.  The court sustained my demurrer in 
the Green case – then indicted him again - & then 
reduced his bail to $100 & suggested that if he 
would not go back to Wrangell any more they 
would let the case die on the docket.  He agreed & 
drew  

Diary 34, 1922 
February 14 

14 
down $400. of his bail and agrees not to go back to 
Wrangell.  He conveyed me his Wrangell property 
for my fee! 

The S.S. Victoria came through this afternoon  
late, going south.  She was at the wharf for 4 hours 
and I had a good visit with Col. Bill McPhee, my old 
time Fairbanks saloonkeeper friend, & others from 
that region going south.  Bill is probably making his 
last trip for he is 71 years old, with rapidly failing 
eyesight and feels that he may never return to 
Alaska again.  He came here in 1884 and was “in 
on the ground floor” at 40 mile, Dawson, Fairbanks, 
Nome.  I had him to dinner with me tonight, etc.  – 
a grand old sourdough. 

Diary 34, 1922 
February 15 

-15- 
Contested the bank case – but it has developed 
badly for us.  We got the evidence all before the 
jury & the arguments of counsel & the court will 
instruct the jury tomorrow morning & the case 
depends very much on the instruction – without the 
court shall practically force the jury to decide for us 
we will lose the case because the bank officers 
failed to give the indorsers (the defendant) notice 
of the protest and non-payment of the check until 
after the insolvency of the drawer of the check.  
The bank officials are really at fault. 

Diary 34, 1922 
February 16 

-16th – 
Got the Simpson Cases postponed until next term.  
Jury decided against us in the case of M & M Bank 
v Hendrickson.  Tried case of Graham v Graham 
tonight & got decree & record to suit. 
Simpson paid me $100 more on acct.  Graham 
paid me $200 in full.  M & M Bank paid $100 in full.  
Am writing letter to Debbie & I go south to Seattle 
in the morning on the Princess Mary.  Have had a 
good visit to Ketchikan & made money enough to 
pay expenses & some over. 
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Diary 34, 1922 
February 17 

-17- 
Left Ketchikan this morning on the “Princess Mary,” 
for Seattle.  Arrived at Prince Rupert this afternoon 
– about 2 oclock, and Wm A. Steel Ed. “Capital 
visited along the main streets of P.R. during the 
hour while the steamer lay at the docks.  P.R. is 
destined sometime to be a great seaport, but just 
now, on account of the late war, is in a state of 
quiescence.  The two main streets are poorly built 
up, and look rather ragged and poor.  The new 
brick and stone court house – or public building, 
across 

Diary 34, 1922 
February 17-18 

17 
the lower of the two main streets is slowly 
approaching completion but the buildings along the 
streets are few and far between & the town looks 
rather ragged and poor – though it has, in my 
judgment, a brilliant future, as the outlet and 
seaport for a great interior with unlimited natural 
resources, as yet undeveloped. 

-18th – 
We are having a fine trip – good weather – getting 
warmer and better as we go south.  There but few 
people on board – my friend Wm A. Steele, Ed. of 
the “Capital” and not exceeding 50 persons in all. 

Diary 34, 1922 
February 19 

-19th – 
Another beautiful day.  We arrived in Vancouver at 
930 a.m. and an hour later left on another boat for 
Victoria where we arrived at 3 p.m.  Mr. Steele and 
I took a carriage – an auto – and “did” Victoria for 
an hour.  It was a glorious day – Mt. Baker and the 
Cascades as far as the eye could reach and the 
 
[clipping] 

DIER & CO., BROKERS, 
FAIL FOR $4,000,000 

Receiver Appointed for Firm 
That Had Fourteen Out- 

of-Town Offices. 
ACCOUNTS NUMBER 30,000 
Adverse Rumor Caused a Run 
of Creditors for a Week – No 

Pay, All Employees Quit. 
Judge Julian Mack of the United States District 

Court yesterday appointed Manfred W. Ehrich of 
60 Wall Street receiver for the brokerage firm of 
E.D. Dier & Co. when an involuntary petition in 
bankruptcy was filed against the firm.  The 
petitioning creditors are Samuel C. Redman of 
Tacoma, Wash., &3,700; Reuben Lilenfeld of 43 
West Sixteenth Street, $80; Charles C. Hansen of 
778 Prospect Avenue, Brooklyn, $1,300.  The firm 
is the successor of Hughes & Dier, from whom the 
stock tickers were removed by order of the New 
York Stock Exchange.  The firm now is composed 
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of Elmore D. Dier and Harry J. Lawrence Jr., but it 
is reported that Mr. Lawrence has not been taking 
an active part in the management of late. 

Besides being associate members of the New 
York Curb Market, the firm held memberships in 
the New York Produce Exchange and in the 
Chicago Board of Trade.  Three offices were 
maintained in this city, the main one being 42 New 
Street.  Another was in Fifth Avenue and the third 
in Harlem. There were fourteen out-of-town 
branches, the most important being in Chicago, 
Cleveland, Milwaukee, Philadelphia, Pittsburgh, 
Trenton, Lancaster and Harrisburg.  Estimates of 
the firm’s customers were put at 30,000, about 
8,000 accounts being handled at the main office, 
7,000 at the Fifth Avenue office, 5,000 at the 
Harlem office, and 10,000 at the other branches. 

Hays & Wadhams and Saul S. Myers are  
attorneys for the receiver, and Rockwood & Lark 
represent E.D. Dier & Co.  The attorneys for the 
receiver said that he was “diligently engaged in 
determining the status of the firm’s affairs.  The 
receiver is not at this time in position to make a 
definite statement until an audit of the books of 
E.D. Dier & Co. is made.” 

Diary 34, 1922 
February 19 

19 
[clipping continued] 

A statement issued in behalf of the attorneys of  
the brokerage firm said: 

“It is understood that the liabilities approximate  
$3,000,000 to $4,000,000, and immediate cause of 
the failure is attributed to non-liquid assets.  It is 
understood that the firm owns extensive mining 
properties and mining interests in Arizona and 
Mexico, which represent large investments.  Mr. 
Dier is reported as being hopeful, through 
conservation of the assets and reorganization of 
the firm’s affairs, to rehabilitate the firm and re-
establish its credit. 

“Through adverse rumors, the firm suffered a  
considerable run of importunate creditors for the 
past week or more, and when the payroll was not 
forthcoming Saturday all the help in the seven 
floors of the building left the place, and Receiver 
Ehrich took charge this morning.” 

After the appointment of the receiver, the  
following statement was read from the rostrum of 
the New York Curb Market: 

“E.D. Dier & Co., having announced its failure to  
meet engagements, said firm is suspended from 
associate membership, and members having 
contracts subject to the rules of this Exchange with 
said firm shall, without unnecessary delay, proceed 
to close the same, in accordance with Article 
XXVII, section 1, of the constitution. 
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A creditor’s protective committee was organized  
in the afternoon and Daniel W. Blumenthal was 
chosen as counsel.  Mr. Blumenthal, it was said, 
was somewhat familiar with the methods and 
financial condition of the firm and that this 
knowledge would aid him in looking after the 
interests of the clientele. 

Following the receipt of many complaints at the  
District Attorney’s office, Assistant District Attorney 
Jerome Simons sent Detectives John Cunniff and 
John Markey to the New Street office to get the 
firm’s books. 

The detectives found the Federal Receiver in  
charge.  According to the detective’s report, the 
Federal officers informed them that they needed 
the books, but offered to permit the District 
Attorney’s men to have any particular data 
necessary.  The detectives, not seeking any 
special book, went back to the District Attorney’s 
office without the accounts. 
 
[clipping] 

LOCKWOOD NAMED 
IN TICKER INQUIRY 

Clerk Says Te Believed Senator 
Was Connected With Lusk 

As Broker’s Counsel. 
TRAIL OF $120,000 SOUGHT 

 
Olympics made a splendid picture – under a 
cloudless sky.  We greatly enjoyed the views and 
the roads in and around the city, and were 
impressed with the beautiful site and natural 
attraction of Victoria. 
We left Victoria at 430 and came to Seattle 5 hours 
later. – on the small steamer “Sol-duc.” 

Diary 34, 1922 
February 20 

-20th – 
Found several letters waiting for me here at the 
Hotel Frye – last night – two or three from Debbie.  
Spent this forenoon clipping coupons and making 
deposits, etc. in the Dexter Horton Nat Bank.  
Deposited $600. which I bought from Ketchikan & 
$661.00 interest coupons, also $10877 int. coupons.  
Already had a balance of $1616.23 which now give 
me a balance of $2877.23  
                            $108.77  
                          $2986.00 

Diary 34, 1922 
February 2 

20 
Have given some of the day to the consideration of 
the business of E.W. Parks, & the Parks Mining 
Co. of Kuskokwim – the Quicksilver Mines.  He 
married an Indian woman after having 6 children by 
her, & is now in the throes of a divorce sent with a 
claim of ½ interest in the mines – which will 
probably bankrupt him & ruin his fortune. 
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Called to see Mr. Theodon Haller – Judge Reed’s 
son-in-law, but found Judge Fuller in the office.  
The latter informed me the Hallers were not to 
leave town soon so I will “come again.” 

Diary 34, 1922 
February 21 

-21st – 
Had a meeting this morning with the attorneys &  

stockholders re of the Parkes Mining Co. of 
Kuskokwim River, at the office of Trefethen etc., 
Cohnan Bldg. Present: E.W. Parks, Patterson, Sol 
Friedenthal, & Trefethen & I.  After a long talk we 
adjourned t allow time for Trefethen & I to examine 
the records & determine just what to do. 

Went to Buckley to visit Mother in afternoon by  
Enumclaw Arts Stage.  Found Mother up – but not 
strong – still she is active & bright & apparently 
improving.  Nan is at home caring for her & the 
place is pleasant & comfortable. 

Diary 34, 1922 
February 22 

-22- 
Came back to Seattle by early morning stage 
leaving Mother happy & recovering.  Promised to 
come back & visit her on Saturday again. 
My clearing at Buckley is not being done in a 
satisfactory manner or on time.  Slow & sloven job. 
Many Alaskan visitors today – some on business – 
more just to talk, and a few going back to the 
Territory.  Recd. a telegram from Fairbanks. 
“Your co-owner Number 1 Wolf refuses to lease his 
interest.  Ingebrightsen & John C. Smith now want 
lay on Discovery Bench Wolf Eighty five percent 
under 

Diary 34, 1922 
February 22 

22 
Dollar to foot eighty per cent over dollar answer 
paid.” 
I answered as follows. 

“Seattle, Wash. Feb 22, 1922.” 
Guy B. Erwin, Fairbanks, Alaska. 
You are authorized to sign lease in my name to 
Ingebrightsen and Smith on terms named in your 
telegram of yesterday with other usual provisions.  
I expect to be in Fairbanks latter part of March or 
April will then arrange about sale or lease of house 
my permanent address Juneau.” 
Charlie Herron & John W. Troy trying to agree on 
terms of sale of Empire from Troy to Herron – “two 
of a kind.” 

Diary 34, 1922 
February 23 

-23d- 
Recd telegram from New York- 

“Feb. 23, 1922. 
James Wickersham, Frye Hotel, Seattle, Wn. 
Are very much interested in Railroad and Alaska 
development feel you could be of a great 
assistance to us on what terms would you come to 
Washington for conference. 

J.G. White Management Corporation. 
To which I answered: 
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“Seattle Feb. 23rd, 1922.” 
“The J.G. White Management Corporation 
New York City, N.Y. Assuming three weeks time 
necessary round trip from Seattle, Washington 
would expect Seven hundred 

Diary 34, 1922 
February 23 

23 
Fifty dollars plus cost railroad fares and hotel bills 
in Washington in proposition if time extended.  Can 
leave here on short notice.  Please notify soon as 
determined. 

James Wickersham” 
Also sent night letter to Debbie to notify her of 
situation and I will go to Washington if the White 
Corporation desire me to.  Over to Tacoma today.  
The contractor for clearing my land at Buckley 
ands Reservation has about quit – has forfeited his 
contract – but sublet it to some one - & they are 
also about to quit.  Winden (Wm P. Hopping etc.) 
says we did not pay enough but I think it is 
incompetency. 

Diary 34, 1922 
February 24 

-24- 
Using my best endeavor to get E.W. Parks of the 
Kuskokwim River Quicksilver Mines and his ming 
interests in shape.  D.B. Frevethen, Atty, Seattle is 
interested & we are trying to procure a settlement 
of his Divorce case & threatened litigation with his 
partners - & then an organization of all his mining 
interests in one enlarged corporation – thus greatly 
increasing his apparent capitalization & throwing all 
his mining interests into one company – with no 
debts or liabilities & setting his family matters at the 
same time – if he has the capacity. 

Diary 34, 1922 
February 24-25 

24th continued. 
Had Charlie Herron, Bill McPhee, W.A. Gilmore & 
Ed. C. Russell to lunch at Frye Hotel Restaurant.  
We talked politics & Alaskan matters over – but 
nothing important. 
Milo Kelly was in to talk over his birch timber 
concession – he has a tract of about 24,000 acres 
on the west shore of bay north of Anchorage, 
under lease from the U.S. and wants me to assist 
him in protecting & exploiting it. 

-25 
Spent forenoon in attempt to do something in way 
of settlement of the case of Parks divorce & its 
application to his Quicksilver Mine. 

Diary 34, 1922 
February 25-26 

25 
[clipping] 

MANY ALASKAN 
CANDIDATES FILE 

Special to the Post-Intelligencer. 
JUNEAU, Feb. 24. – Filings for congressional  

delegate from Alaska and for seats in the territorial 
legislature closed last midnight with three 
Republicans and one Democrat seeking to 
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succeed Delegate Dan Sutherland.  The filings are: 
Delegate in congress-Dan Sutherland, James A.  

Galen and Thomas B. Drayton, Republicans, and 
E.J. (Stroller) White, Democrat. 

Territorial senate – Rev. A.P. Kasaveroff and  
Frank Aldrich, Republicans, and William E. Britt, 
Democrat. 

Territorial house – H.R. Shepard, Cash Cole,  
E.M. Polley, W.D. Grant, A.E. Maltby, Howard 
Ashby and Jacob Johnson, Republicans, and Jack 
McDonald and Tom Dodson, Democrats. 

William Paul, a native of Wrangell, wired a filing  
form from Washington, D.C., for the house, but it 
was ruled out by Attorney General Rustgard as 
received too late. 
 
Had lunch with John P. Hartman at Rainier Club.  
Telegram from Debbie but none yet from New 
York.  Will go to Buckley this afternoon for another 
visit with Mother. 

-26th – 
Spent the day at Buckley with Mother who is 
growing stronger each day.  Charley Taylor is with 
me.  Mother is very fond of Charley.  Had a good 
chicken dinner & visited the relations & home to 
Seattle on the afternoon stage. 

Diary 34, 1922 
February 27 

-27th – 
[clipping] 

Big Tribunal 
Decides Jones 
Measures Legal 

Supreme Court Rules American 
Goods to Alaska Must Be 

Carried in U.S. Ships 
That section twenty-seven of the Jones merchant 

 marine bill is constitutional as well as applicable to 
the transportation of freights to Alaska, was the 
decision handed down by the United States 
supreme court at Washington, D.C., yesterday, and 
the decision is of vital importance to Seattle 
shipping interests and ship operators. 

The decision of the supreme court sustained  
United States District Judge Robert Jennings, of 
Juneau, who recently decided several Juneau 
commercial concerns, who, in order to test the law, 
caused products to be shipped by way of Canadian 
Pacific steamships.  The United States customs 
collector at Juneau seized the shipment, and suit to 
annual the provision of the Jones act relative the 
transportation of American products in American 
bottoms between American ports was started. 

The Juneau Hardware Company and the  
territorial government of Alaska brought the action, 
and Judge Jennings sustained the collector.  An 
appeal was taken to the United States supreme 
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court, the Alaskans contending that the operation 
of this section of the Jones bill to be 
unconstitutional in that it served to prevent Alaska 
trade from enjoying the benefits of foreign ship 
competitions such as enjoyed by other ports in the 
country. 

Prior to this decision it has been the frequent  
practice of Alaska merchants to order goods in 
Chicago, have it shipped over the Canadian Pacific 
to Vancouver, thence to Juneau in Canadian 
vessels. 

The Jones act provides that such shipments  
must be carried in American ships, and it is this 
provision that is upheld by the supreme court. 
 
Spent the day in Tacoma trying to get settlement of 
controversy between the U.S. and D.A. Gross, 
moving picture exhibition of Juneau, in relation to 
tax etc. 
Also did some work on my Income Tax statement – 
but felt obliged to take more time in the preparation 
of my accounts.  No telegram from N.Y. yet about 
Govt. R.R. matter & I’ll probably not go east! 

Diary 34, 1922 
February 28 

-28th – 
Have been engaged on getting my acts. in order 
for making my Income Tax statement for 1921.  We 
had a meeting of parties interested in the Parks 
Mines of the Kuskokwim at the office of Frefethen, 
Atty, and got an agreement of compromise and 
settlement signed by all. 
Emory Valentine, of Juneau, is at the Frye & had 
dinner with me.  He really expected some of us to 
put him up at the nominations for the primary 
election as a candidate for Delegate!  Glad I was 
not at home.  Have heavy cold on my lungs tonight.

Diary 34, 1922 
March 1 

-Mch 1st.- 
Spent the day in Tacoma: Prepared my Income 
Tax Statement & paid the Collector of Internal 
Revenue the sum of $48585 – but, I expect to be 
assessed again, for the Clerk asked me to write a 
letter of explanation of certain items & I fear they 
will not allow them  - though they ought. 
Went out to the State Hist. Society rooms and put 
away two more boxes of my Alaska library books.  
Sent telegram to W.M. Bennett. 50 Broad St. N.Y. 
asking him to go and see the J.G. White Mgm. 
Corp. & settle whether I am to come to Wash. or 
not. 

Diary 34, 1922 
March 2 

-Mch 2d.- 
Recd. telegram from White Mgm. Cor. & also from 
Bennett, saying that it was not desirable now for 
me to go to N.Y. etc.  I wrote to each of them and – 
also got new glasses – prescription – from D. 
Fredk Bently, Cobb Bldg., Seattle.  Could not get 
any reasonable accommodations on the N.W. for 
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the 4th and may have to wait till the 8th -& the 
Princess Mary.  My “flu” is giving me trouble and 
today I have remained in doors as much as 
possible trying to get rid of it. 

Diary 34, 1922 
March 3-5 

-3d- 
Still in with the “flu” – its got my lungs in iron bands.  
Tried to get ticket to go home on the N.W. 
tomorrow, but fear to attempt it. 

-4th – 
“Flue” worse, but I work on my Reply Brief in the 
Sekinoff case.  Writing letters also to Bennett, 50 
Broad St. N.Y. & to Manefs[?], Mgr. J.G. White Co. 
Flu lighter tonight. 

-5- Sunday. 
My cold seems only to have been in the upper part 
of my lungs 

Diary 34, 1922 
March 5 

5 
and my throat.  Have remained in my room all day, 
except for a time when I worked on the Reply Brief 
in the Sekinoff case at the law library in the County 
Court house, opposite to my hotel.  tonight my 
throat is stiff and sore, but I feel that I am slowly 
getting control of the situation.  If I do not get quite 
in control by morning I will go and call on Dr. 
Corrothers – late of Petersburg, who is now in a 
prominent firm of doctors here in Seattle.  Am 
working all I can on the Sekinoff brief. 

Diary 34, 1922 
March 6 

-6th – 
[clipping] 

By UNITED PRESS. 
WASHINGTON, Monday, March 6.-The first 
serious friction in President Harding’s cabinet  

has arisen between Secretary of the Interior Fall 
and Secretary of Agriculture Wallace. 

The dispute centers around the governmental  
policy for development of Alaska and the proposed 
transfer under governmental reorganization of the 
Forestry Service from the Department of 
Agriculture to the Department of the Interior. 

Although Fall and Wallace today refused to  
comment on the situation, the breach is so serious, 
according to reliable information, that one or the 
other may resign. 

Fall Makes Protest. 
Fall, it became known, has protested in a letter to 

 a friend in Congress that the Department of 
Agriculture, in its opposition to his policy for 
developing Alaska and to the transfer of the 
Forestry Service, is engaging in personal 
propaganda against him. The letter indicates that 
he has carried his complaint to President Harding.  
The charge is denied by Secretary Wallace’s 
assistants. 

Specifically, Fall is said to object to an article by  
Col. W.P. Greeley, of the Forestry Service, which 
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challenges a plan to create a federal board for the 
control of Alaska, working under the sole direction 
of the secretary of the interior.  Fall, in his letter to 
a congressman, says he opposes this plan, but 
does favor a bill giving the President power to 
coordinate and reallocate the various government 
activities regarding Alaska. 

Charges have been made by the American  
Forestry Association in recent publications that Fall 
is endeavoring to gain control of the public 
resources of the country for private exploration.  
This is denied by Fall’s friends, who say he holds 
the only way to develop the vast resources in 
Alaska and the West is through private enterprise. 

President Harding, it is understood, is now  
seeking to heal the breach between the two 
cabinet officers.  This has been one of the principal 
obstacles to the submission of a governmental 
reorganization plan to Congress by the cabinet. 

Whether the dispute can be settled without one  
member leaving the cabinet appears, doubtful, but 
the President is making efforts along that line. 

The question probably will be aired in Congress  
soon before committees considering Alaskan 
legislation. 
 
My “flu” has now settled in my throat – it is sore as 
a boil & I am coughing like I had T.B.  Have spent 
the day in finishing up the Reply Brief in the 
Sekinoff case.  Will get Ed. Russell to print for me.  
Am sorry I could not go up home to see Mother 
again.  Got my return ticket for Juneau on the 
“Princess Mary” for Wednesday. 

Diary 34, 1922 
March 6-7 

6 
[clipping] 

WICKERSHAM’S DECLARATION 
RETIREMENT FROM POLITICS 

Former Delegate to Congress Makes Public 
Statement at Tacoma; 

Arranges Income Tax Matters for Number of 
Alaska Clients at Revenue Office. 

TACOMA, March 2.-James Wickersham, 
prominently identified with Alaska in recent years 
as district judge and delegate to congres, coming 
here to arrange income tax for Alaska clients, 
said yesterday he is through with politics and 
expects to devote the remainder of his life to 
private affairs.  He has been in public life more 
than thirty years. 
The latter part of this week he will return to 
Juneau, where he now is practicing law.  He has 
been visiting at Buckley, where his mother 
resides. 
Citizens of Alaska are looking forward to an 
excellent summer, especially in the fishing 
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industry, Mr. Wickersham said. 
“We are also hoping President Harding will be 
able to pay us a visit this summer,” he continued.  
“The visit would mean a great deal of advertising 
for the territory and would aid materially in getting 
more recognition for Uncle Sam’s red-haired 
stepson.” 

7th  
Have finished my Reply Brief in the Sekinoff case 
& Ed. Russell is printing it for me – will get it out in 
mails tonight.  Have my ticket & will go home on 
the Princess Mary – to Vancouver on train in 
morning & boat from there in the evening. 

Diary 34, 1922 
March 8-9 

-8- 
Came over form Seattle to Vancouver on train 
today – dinner at Vancouver Hotel.  Hoped to find 
Canadian Statutes and B.C. Code etc.  Met Mr. 
Ferris, atty., of Vancouver B.C. on train & he 
advised me not to buy B.C. Comp. Stats. for the 
compilation was made 10 or 12 years ago – and a 
new one is now being compiled.  But told me to get 
Canadian Stat. etc. from Burroughs Book Co. 
Calgary, which I will. 

Caught “Princess Mary” at dock at 10 oclock p.m. 
for Juneau. 

-9- 
Seymour Narrows this a.m.  Crossed Queen 
Charlottes this p.m. at bed time. 

Diary 34, 1922 
March 10-12 

-10th – 
Sailing through the ocean rivers behind the islands.  
The boat is crowded with people – miners – going 
as far as the Mayo Silver mines, Dawson and the 
other B.C. & Yukon interior points.  Meet many old 
Alaskan miners etc of early Dawson and Fairbanks 
days. 

-11th – 
Prince Rupert for an hour – nothing. 

-12th – 
We reached Juneau at noon, and found Debbie at 
the wharf waiting for me.  It is Sunday & I am tired 
so nothing new.  No business in the office since my 
absence.  Kehoe seems glad to have me back. 

Diary 34, 1922 
March 13 

-13th – 
At the office – settlement with Kehoe & paid him 
$176.76 as his balance on cash receipts etc. to 
date. 

Recd. Mss. of Mrs. Jeannette Paddock Nichols  
dissertation on the growth of the Home Rule effort 
in Alaska – to be printed as a part of her work for 
degree at the Columbia University, N.Y. which she 
wants me to read and correct if necessary.  Will do 
it the more willingly since it shows how valuable my 
“Bibliographical List of Alaskan books” will be to 
those who seek to write the History of Alaska.  
Court here & meets in regular session on the 16th. 
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Diary 34, 1922 
March 14-15 

-14th – 
John Rustgard, Atty Genl. has given me a number 
of the bound files of the “Empire.” and a larger 
number which only need binding.  I am having 
them sent to the bindery for that purpose. 

-15th – 
Senator Sterling has written and the Empire this 
evening published it – a letter addressed by him to 
Bunnell giving the latter a coat of “white ash,” on 
account of the changes which prevented Bunnells 
confirmations as District Judge.  It is evident that 
Hawley Sterling & the bi-partisan crowd at 
Fairbanks 

Diary 34, 1922 
March 15 

15 
have quite pulled the wool over the Senators eyes, 
and that either he did not know, or has forgotten, 
that the House Com. on Elections condemned 
Bunnell for the very acts of which Sterling acquits 
him, in its repat in my last election case. 
 
[clipping] 

CHARGES OF POLITICAL WORK 
AGAINST JUDGE BUNNELL ARE 
REFUTED, SAYS SEN. STERLING 

Four-year-old charges of pernicious political  
activity made against former Judge Charles E. 
Bunnell in connection with the Alaska Delegate 
contests in Congress by James Wickersham and 
made the basis of charges filed by Senator Jones 
against Judge Bunnell’s appointment, were 
recently dissipated in a letter to the former Judge of 
Fairbanks U.S. District Court from Senator Sterling, 
who was chairman of the Senate subcommittee 
which investigated the charges and before which 
Judge Bunnell appeared in the winter of 1920-21, 
declares that they “were fully refuted.” 

Letter to Bunnell. 
Under the date of February 28 of this year,  

Senator Sterling wrote Judge Bunnell as follows: 
“Hon. Charles E. Bunnell,   Hotel Harrington,  

Washington, D.C. 
“My Dear Judge Bunnell:  While it has been a  

long time since you appeared before me as a 
member of the committee of the Judiciary 
Committee of the Senate appointed to consider the 
question of recommending the confirmation of your 
appointment as Judge of the Fourth District of 
Alaska, and while no report or recommendation 
has ever been made by that subcommittee to the 
full Judiciary Committee, yet I feel that in justice to 
yourself I should make a statement as to the 
proceedings and the conclusion, I personally 
reached in regard to your qualifications and fitness 
for the place to which you had been appointed by 
President Wilson. 
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“No decision was reached by the subcommittee  
during the session at which your appointment was 
sent in  and referred to the Judiciary Committee.  
As a result, you were again appointed a 
comparatively short time before a change of 
administration.  The policy of holding up all recent 
appointments until the new administration came in 
was adopted, and  

Diary 34, 1922 
March 15 

15 
[clipping continued] 
your appointment was included among the rest.   

“I had already read most of the testimony in favor 
of you and against your confirmation.  You then, 
and after your name had been sent in a second 
time, came on to Washington, and although it was 
understood no action would likely be taken, I, as 
chairman of the subcommittee, after consulting 
with Senator Nelson, the chairman of the 
Committee on Judiciary, hear your full statement in 
denial and the explanation of the charges that had 
been made against you, touching your fitness and 
qualifications for the position.  As I recall, two days 
were occupied in taking your statement.  You went 
into the matter very fully, examined and 
commented upon all the testimony against you, 
and to my mind fully refuted the charges made. 

“I think other members of the subcommittee who  
had examined the evidence furnished after your 
first appointment, were of the same opinion that I 
reached after reading the evidence and hearing 
your complete statement, and that opinion was that 
under all the evidence, there was nothing to show 
that you were in any way disqualified to hold the 
position, but that on the contrary you had in all 
respects conducted yourself an the business of the 
court over which you presided in a just, able and 
honorable way.  I think from conversation with the 
Senator who first strongly insisted on a full and 
extended hearing in your case, that even he did not 
care to press further any objections to your 
confirmation. 

“It gives me great pleasure to write this to you.   
At the same time, I express my regret that justice 
could not have been earlier done, but I think you 
will agree that yours is one of many cases wherein 
parties influenced by a partisan or factional spirit, 
or through misinformation, are able to make such a 
showing in the first instance as to either create a 
long and wearisome delay, or perhaps to result in a 
miscarriage of justice altogether. 

“I wish you full measure of success in your new  
field, and I believe that the young men of Alaska 
who come under your supervision as president of 
the Agricultural College will find in you a worthy 
counselor and guide. 
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“With sincere regards, I am, 
“Yours very truly, 
“THOMAS STERLING.” 

Prevented Confirmation 
After a first four-year term on the Federal bench  

in the Fourth Division Judge Bunnell, in December, 
1918, was re-appointed by President Wilson.  
Senator Jones, of Washington, at once filed 
charges against the appointee instigated it is said, 
by Judge Wickersham.  The charges alleged 
general political activity on the part of Judge 
Bunnell.  At that time the Senate was Democratic, 
and following an investigator at which Judge 
Bunnell was not present, he was favorably reported 
for confirmation.  A filibuster conducted by the 
Republicans against certain legislation prevented 
the holding of an executive session before the end 
of Congress and the appointment died. 

Name Again Submitted 
Following his return from Paris, the President  

again sent in Judge Bunnell’s name to the special 
session of the Senate.  Senator Jones again 
renewed his charges.  At that time the Senate was 
Republican.  A second investigation was held and 
although Judge Bunnell was not present to defend 
himself, the committee was ready to report 
favorably on the nomination.  That was on 
November 19, 1919, the last night of the session.  
The report, however, was not submitted as Senator 
Jones informed Senator Kellogg of Minnesota, that 
he would object on the floor of the Senate should 
the report be brought in. 

Sent In Third Time 
At the third and last session of the Congress,  

President Wilson again submitted Judge Bunnell’s 
appointment for confirmation.  By that time Senator 
Jones had accumulated a mass of pretended 
“evidence” to substantiate his charges and those 
made by Judge Wickersham in the contest  case, 
together with other allegations said to have been 
furnished by Duke E. Stubbs, formerly U.S. 
Commissioner in the Kuskokwim district.  The 
Washington Senator renewed his charges.  Judge 
Bunnell was asked by the Attorney General to 
come to Washington and appear before the 
Judiciary Committee.   He was delayed in leaving 
Fairbanks on account of an attack of influenza and 
when he did reach Washington the Senate had 
adjourned. 

Appears in December Session 
In the December, 1920, session of Congress for 
the fourth time Judge Bunnell’s name was sent to 
the Senate by President Wilson.  He was 
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Diary 34, 1922 
March 15 

15 
[clipping continued] 
again called to Washington and arriving there at 
once went to call on Senator Jones, submitting his 
proof of the falsity of the charges brought against 
him.  In this connection, on his return to Alaska in 
the Spring of 1921, Judge Bunnell said that 
Senator Jones was satisfied with the proof 
submitted and did everything in his power to right 
the injustice he had sponsored. 

As chairman of the last subcommittee having  
anything to do with the case, Senator Sterling gave 
Judge Bunnell a hearing occupying the greater part 
of two days.  In his letter appearing above Senator 
Sterling said he, personally, and he thought other 
members of the committee, were were convinced 
that there was nothing shown in any way that 
disqualified Judge Bunnell for the position as 
Federal Judge, but on the contrary, that he in all 
respects conducted himself and the business of the 
court over which he presided “in a just, able and 
honorable way.” 

Endorsed By Bar 
On his retirement from the bench last Fall, while  

there was no mention made of the charges which 
had prevented Judge Bunnell’s confirmation, the 
Fairbanks Bar Association unanimously adopted a 
resolution of praise for his services on the bench, 
declaring him an “indefatigable worker and a man 
who constantly attended to the business of said 
high office in a manner becoming a true man, a 
true lawyer and a true Judge.”  At the request of 
the Association the resolution was ordered spread 
on the Journal of the Court by Judge Cecil H. 
Clegg, who succeeded Judge Bunnell. 
 
Why Senator Sterling should permit himself to be 
so imposed upon I cannot imagine.  Why did he not 
decide the Bunnell case & thus do justice – at the 
time?  It is my purpose to write him a letter at once 
and make some pertinent remarks along that line. 

Also todays Empire has a broadside from Dr.  
Boyle denouncing Sutherland and  

Diary 34, 1922 
March 15 

15 
quoting me as intending to support Galen, - as 
follows: 
 
[clipping] 

Boyle Declares Wick Is For Galen 
Wickersham Says it Is Not So 

In reply to a statement appearing recently in the  
Cordova Times in an interview with Dr. F.M. Boyle, 
of Anchorage, in which the latter declared that 
Judge James Wickersham was in possession of 
facts which should constrain Delegate Dan 
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Sutherland from making the race again this year 
and that Judge Wickersham “was determined to 
elect Galen,”  Mr. Wickersham today reaffirmed 
that he is out of politics and did not want to be 
dragged into it.  In a signed statement given a 
representative of The Empire, he said: 

“I am not in possession of facts in the form of  
data and affidavits which should constrain Mr. 
Sutherland to quit the race and I will not make any 
effort in Galen’s behalf in Southeastern Alaska or 
elsewhere and do not intend to support him.” 

Dr. Boyle, who has been a supporter of Judge  
Wickersham for many years and was chief among 
the workers in the Third Division for Delegate 
Sutherland at the last election, is quoted by the 
Cordova Times as saying that he believed that Mr. 
Sutherland should withdraw form the race in view 
of certain facts in the form of affidavits and data 
which have been adduced.  Judge Wickersham 
denies absolutely that he is in possession of any 
such things. 

Made a Mistake. 
Declaring tat he had worked for Delegate  

Sutherland in every practicable way, Dr. Boyle is 
quoted by The Times as follows: 

“I believe I introduced him to every business man 
in Anchorage, my home town,” he said, “devoting a 
week to this task alone.  I wrote dozens of letters in 
his behalf and persuaded men to work for him in 
the different towns on the railroad. 

“I am sorry, but Mr. Sutherland has failed in  
every way to make good, he has done nothing,” Dr. 
Boyle said, “and now his former supporters are 
doing everything possible for the election of Mr. 
Galen, who WILL make good, beyond a doubt.  We 
all make mistakes and should rectify them.” 

“Emery Valentine and Judge Wickersham are in  
possession of facts in the form of data and 
affidavits which it seems to me, should constrain 
Mr. Sutherland to quit the race,” Dr. Boyle 
continued, “and these facts will be made known in 
the interest of the public service. 

“Most of all, the people generally censure Mr. 
Sutherland for the treacherous double-cross which 
he played upon Wickersham.  He had gone on 
record for Wickersham, who then helped him to get 
endorsement and began working for him.  Worst of 
all, thought, is Sutherland’s record in the fisheries 
legislation and other matters of vital importance. 

“Emery Valentine, with whom I came North on  
the voyage, is going to help get out the vote for 
Galen and is going down the line for him.” 

To Retire Sutherland. 
“Judge Wickersham, with whom he conferred at 

Seattle, is equally determined to retire Sutherland 
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and to elect Galen, recognizing the fact that Galen 
is square and strong and will give the people 
efficient and honorable service. 

“Judge Wickersham said he expected to be in  
Juneau in a few days and he will make every effort 
in Galen’s behalf in Southeastern Alaska, where in 
my opinion, the Cordova man will win at least 70 
per cent of the votes.” 

 
[Wickersham later adds:] 
Poor Dr. Boyle was crazy & died in an asylum in 
Sept. 1922. 

Diary 34, 1922 
March 16-17 

-16- 
District Court convenes today – a jury was 
empanelled.  I am at work on the Tjosevig cases 
etc. 

Steel. Editor Capital, asked me to prepare an 
editorial or a statement for his Sunday issue 
about Senator Sterlings letter to Bunnell & I will 
do it.  I think in the form of editorials. 

-17- 
Steel is preparing editorial matter to answer the 
Empires whitewashing of Bunnell.  Getting ready 
for court tomorrow. 
“Taku” blowing. 

Diary 34, 1922 
March 18 

-18th – 
Nothing important in court today. 

There is much smiling and whispering among the 
 friends of Mifs Mary Connelly and Karl Theile – 
evidently a marriage is near at hand.  Well, they 
are both of age – and will make a fine sensible 
married couple.  I wish them long life and 
happiness.  She is with Mrs. Bone at the 
Governors mansion, and he has rented a house 
out along the north bank road. 
Am writing letters for the coming boat – which will 
bring 7 days mail. 

Diary 34, 1922 
March 19 

-19th – 
Am informed that Thiele and Mifs Connelly were 
married last night at the Governors mansion – with 
only the family present. 
 
[clipping] 

Juneau Sunday Capital, Sunday, March 19. 
JUDGE BUNNELL IS WHITEWASHED 

For more than three years past Charles E.  
Bunnell, former Judge of the Fourth division of 
Alaska, has been regarded by many of the 
residents of this Territory as an official who had 
brought the high calling of the judiciary into 
disrepute, thru his pernicious political activity.  
Formerly a school teacher, then a law student and 
clerk for a couple of years, he was given a federal 
appointment as a salve for the wounds he received 
in making an unsuccessful fight for the 
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Delegateship of Alaska. 
He received a political reward, and evidently  

always so regarded his appointment as Judge.  Not 
having any particular knowledge of the law he 
conceived it to be his duty as a Judge to first 
consider the political effect of many of his judicial 
acts.  In his opposition to the man who had once 
defeated him for Delegate his bitterness knew no 
limit and he resorted, in subsequent contests, to 
such measures that would injure the prospects of 
Judge Wickersham, as to, in the opinion of many 
attorneys, make himself amenable to the law. 

Representative Carl R. Chindblom, of Chicago,  
who was a member of Elections Committee No. 3, 
that heard the Wickersham-Sulzer contest, 
evidently knew his man when he declared on the 
floor of the House, February 28, 1921, “I have 
concluded from this testimony that Judge Bunnell 
is as bitter a partisan as any man in Alaska.”  He 
formed his conclusions from the records.  And it 
was because this same opinion was 

Diary 34, 1922 
March 19 

19 
[clipping continued] 
held by various United States Senators that Judge 
Bunnell could not be confirmed in his second 
appointment. 

Judge Bunnell took his oath of office the early  
part of January, 1915.  Four years later he received 
a reappointment from President Wilson.  But a 
Democratic committee refused to recommend him 
for confirmation, because of the charges disproved.  
In vain and repeatedly Judge Bunnell sought to 
secure vindication, but his official acts were of 
record, and the Judiciary committee of the Senate 
could never be convinced that he was the proper 
kind of man to occupy a judicial position. 

With the passing of time the pernicious political  
activity of Judge Bunnell might have been 
forgotten.  But he is not content to do penance and 
allow future years of righteous conduct to condone 
past weaknesses.  Thru his judicial manipulations 
he was enabled to step from the bench to the 
Presidency of an important Territorial Institution at 
Fairbanks.  A few months ago he succeeded in 
having himself named as the President of the 
Agricultural College and School of Mines. 

At the expense of the Territory he hies himself  
back to Washington, gets a few contributions of 
books for the college, and then sets about to 
secure his long delayed vindication.  In a letter to 
the Empire Organ President Bunnell writes that he 
has “carried out his mission successfully.”  And 
then he flashes upon a patient public letter that he 
induced the good natured, old and forgetful 
Senator Thomas Sterling, to write on his behalf. 
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It must, incidentally, be remembered that Hawley 
Sterling of Fairbanks is a nephew of the Senator, 
and that he and Tom Marquam are now quite 
willing to see President Bunnell keep some good 
Republican out of the office that he ordinarily might 
be expected to hold.  So of course they were 
willing to exert their influence in behalf of a 
vindication for the Judge, and the expenditure of 
many thousands of dollars of federal and territorial 
money in connection with the College. 

Under date of February 28, 1922, Judge Bunnell  
finally succeeds in receiving a personal testimonial 
from Senator Sterling, but who in reality didn’t go 
very far. However, he did make the fact clear that 
no report or recommendation had ever been made 
by the sub-committee of the Senate judiciary 
committee on his confirmation.  And there was a 
reason for this.  The charges of pernicious political 
activity against Judge Bunnell had never been 
refuted. 

It is scarcely conceivable that after Democratic  
and Republican Senators for years refused to even 
recommend the confirmation of Judge Bunnell that 
he can now return with a thin coat of whitewash, 
placed upon him by the good natured old Senator 
Sterling, and make the people of Alaska believe 

Diary 34, 1922 
March 19 

19 
[clipping continued] 
that he was pure as the driven snow.  He has been 
openly charged on the floor of the House with 
participating in election frauds and seeking to 
prevent the free choice of the voters in Alaska in 
selecting their Delegate to Congress.  This he has 
never been about to successfully deny or refute. 

Had he succeeded so in doing then Senator  
Sterling and his investigating colleagues would be 
placed in an embarrassing position.  If, as Judge 
Bunnell now informs the Empire, the charges “were 
fully refuted,” then the least Senator Sterling’s 
committee could have done would have been to so 
report to the general judiciary committee.  But what 
are the facts.  In the words of Senator Sterling, “no 
report or recommendation has ever been made by 
the sub-committee to the full Judiciary committee.” 

About the only consolation the Judge gets from  
the aged Senator is his belated statement that in 
his opinion the charges made had been fully 
refuted.  Of course that may be the Senator’s 
recollection now, but was it his opinion when he 
was investigating the cases.  If it was, why did not 
his committee make a report to that effect.  He 
further says he “thinks” other members of the 
committee were of like opinion.  Then why did not 
they render justice to an accused man. 

When Judge Bunnell was rewarded in  
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December, 1914, for making his weak campaign 
against Judge Wickersham, he was very promptly 
confirmed by a Democratic Senate.  That was 
before anything was known about Chas. E. 
Bunnell.  But after four years on the bench he was 
reappointed by President Wilson on December 2, 
1918.  For three months after that, until March 4th, 
his nomination was before a Democratic Senate, 
which persistently refused to confirm Judge 
Bunnell. 

He was given a recess appointment by President 
Wilson on May 19, 1919.  And the same Senator 
Sterling was chairman of the sub-committee that 
for two years held up the confirmation and refused 
to report him favorably. 

The fact is that Judge Bunnell was at no time,  
from December 2, 1918, until March 4, 1921, ever 
reported favorably for confirmation by either the 
Democratic or Republican Senate.  But he held 
office until after his successor, Hon. Cecil Clegg, 
was appointed by President Harding last summer. 

 
This is a nice way to open the new Alaska College 
– but its Bunnell’s way. 

Diary 34, 1922 
March 19 

19 
[clipping] 

Judge Wickersham Not For Jim Galen 
Some of the men who are opposing the 
renomination of Dan Sutherland for Delegate to 
Congress insist that Judge Wickersham must 
oppose him and use all his influence to secure his 
defeat.  But the Judge has repeatedly insisted that 
he is not opposing Dan and furthermore is keeping 
his hands out of all political mix-ups.  But a few 
days ago along comes Dr. Boyle, an enthusiastic 
Republican of Anchorage but at outs with the 
Delegate.  He tells the Cordova Times some rather 
extravagant predictions, that he concludes are 
facts.  And the Dr. intimated that Judge 
Wickersham was in possession of facts which 
should constrain the Delegate from again making 
the race, also that the Judge would exert every 
effort in behalf of Jim Galen.  While the Judge has 
repeatedly ignored the remarks of friends who 
sought to speak for him, he felt constrained to 
make the following positive declaration: 

I am not in possession of facts in the form of data 
and affidavits which should constrain Mr. 
Sutherland to quit the race and I will not make any 
effort in Galen’s behalf in Southeastern Alaska or 
elsewhere and do not intend to support him. 

 
There is much speculation around town as to 
whether Karl Thiele & Mifs Connelly are married – 
but they were married at ½ past 12. midnight on 
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Saturday high! 
Mail steamers not yet in – but due today.  Getting 
warmer & winter is over – I hope. 

Diary 34, 1922 
March 20 

-20th – 
Some years ago John Gray committed an assault 
upon another miner at or near Fairbanks – I do not 
know the exact facts but he got 15 years in the 
penitentiary as a penalty.  For years he has 
deluged me with letters appealing for 
 
[clipping – covers remaining text] 

VISIONS OF A PRISONER 
I never think of the midnight sun or Wolverine Mountain, high,  
That visions of old Rampart do not come flashing to my eye; 
I never hear the north wind, nor see a shower of hail, 
But there comes the echoes from the sledge bells on the trail; 
And never shines the north star but that my heart would go  

Away back to Rampart and the friends of long ago. 
 
I prospected in the northland when yet my heart was young; 
The wilderness kept calling me with sweathearts loving tongue, 
And told me of the mountains and the gold-bearing streams, 
That swelled my boyish heart and filled my head with dreams; 
And her beauty {did} allure me until at last I swore 

That I would be a prospector for ever, ever more. 
 
While blazing trails in Alaska, I saw the northern lights, 
With all the colors of the rainbow on ice cold winter nights; 
I have often seen the midnight sun in all his glory shine, 
And Alaska’s mighty glaciers then sparkling sublime; 
Still the wilderness is calling me, as in the days of yore,  

And I must be a prospector for ever, ever more. 
 
And even yet I see the north star blazing in the skies, 
And feel the breath of wilderness with tears frozen in my eyes 
And even yet I hear the sledge dogs’ doleful wail, 
That ‘mind me of the hardships of mushing on the trail; 
But never shine the stars so dim but that my hear would go, 

Away back to Rampart, and the friends of long ago. 
-John Gray, Prospector, 
Leavenworth, Kansas. 

Diary 34, 1922 
March 21 

-21- 
The SS Victoria in port going west. 
Charlie Taylor, Nerland, Parks & others on board 
enroute to Fairbanks.  Iditarod, etc. 345 
passengers! 
Debbie and I had dinner last night with Mrs. (Gov) 
Bone and family, the dinner was in honor of Acting 
Gov. Karl Thiele & new bride – Mifs Mary Connolly. 
A Mrs. White was also here on the SS Queen 
going to Sitka to marry Teddy Kettleson, Supt. 
Pioneers Home.  We had a good visit today with 
passengers on vessels going westward & got 10 
days mail. 

Diary 34, 1922 
March 22-27 

-22- 
Writing letters today to catch the boat south 
tonight. 

-23d- 
Spent the day in drafting a Petition for Writ of 
Habeas Corpus in the Mabry case. 

-24th – 
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Busy in office work. 
-25- 

Filed Habeas Corpus for Mabry – argument set for 
Tuesday. 28th 

-26- 
We are having beautiful weather. 

-27- 
Getting brief ready in Habeas Corpus Case. 

Diary 34, 1922 
March 28 

-28th – 
Presented Petition for Habeas Corpus in favor of 
Harry Mabry to Judge Reed today.  Shoup, Dist. 
Atty, & Stabler, Asst. argued for the Govt. and the 
Judge took it under advertisement agreeing to 
decide the case on Friday.  I have a “hunch” form 
his inquirers and statements that the Court is 
against me, but if he is I shall advise my client to 
appeal to the U.S.Ct.Ct. of Appeals, for I am 
impressed with my own arguments & think we are 
right on the law. 

Diary 34, 1922 
March 29-31 

-29th – 
Working in office – nothing new. 

-30th – 
Getting orders etc ready in the Mabry case – as I 
fear the judge is against us & we’ll have to appeal. 

-31st – 
Judge Reed postponed discussion in the Mabry 
case till Monday – he is against us. 
Sutherland came to town this morning - & has been 
holding meetings with the Federal officials & 
friends today.  Came in to call this afternoon for a 
minute – nothing to say - & nothing said to me – 
politically. 

Diary 34, 1922 
April 1-2 

-April 1st- 
Dr. DeVigne called this morning & invited me to 
come to his house this evening to a “stag” dinner – 
and said in answer to my look of inquiry that 
Delegate Sutherland, Acting Governor Theile and 
Judge Reed would also be present – and no ladies.  
It looks like I am to be “talked to,” but I consented 
to attend – and listen. 

2nd – 
Forty years ago today was Sunday.  We then lived 
in our little home on North Grand Ave. in 
Springfield, Ill. and on that day our first son was 
born.  This is his birthday. 

Diary 34, 1922 
April 3-4 

-3d- 
Judge Reed decided the Mabry Habeas Corpus 
case against us.  We have all the papers ready for 
appeal and will perfect the appeal tomorrow.  
Kehoe is back today and brings a good looking 
case – locations of mining claims on the Annette 
Island –under permission form the Council of the 
Annette Is. Reserve. 

-4th – 
The court is giving us all kind of trouble getting 
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Mabry out of jail in the Habeas Corpus case.  But 
we have good bondsmen & will make it. 

Diary 34, 1922 
April 5-6 

-5- 
Busy in office work.  Have written long application 
to Secretary of the Interior for three mines who 
have located some mining claims on the Annette 
Islands Reserve – back of Crab Bay – asking for 
permits & water rights etc. 

-6- 
Have just completed a statement of case for W.D. 
Gross, Alaska Film Exchange, - the Internal 
Revenue Collection is demanding about $4,000 for 
back taxes, & I am preparing their statement in 
abatement. 

Diary 34, 1922 
April 7-8 

-7- 
Hearing today before Judge Reed on motion to 
suppress evidence & quash Search Warrant in 
Stoney case – After long & interesting argument on 
the Constitutional requirements of a Search 
Warrant the Court took the case under advisement 
& will decide it on Monday. 

-8- 
S.S. Alameda in harbor today going north.  Jack 
Lee & number of my friends came in to call.  Gov. 
Bone got back from the East.  Suit has been 
brought to declare Valentines “Mecca” a nuisance 
– he employed us – it is – but we must defend him 
for the court only can render the Judgment. 

Diary 34, 1922 
April 9-10 

-9th – 
Sunday – walked out to Salmon Creek grouse 
“hooting” on the mountain side.  Young Mr. Colburn 
(P.Y.M.) secretary to Gov. Bone at the Zynda – he 
wears “horn” spectacles. 

-10- 
Kehoe won his jury case of U.S. & Stoney today 
and feels happy in consequence.  Telegram from 
Stubbs, of Kuskokwim, from Iditarod saying he is 
indicated at Fairbanks for presenting false account 
against the government & wants me to defend him 
about June 15th  - answered saying I was coming in 
about that time & would assist in his defense. 

Diary 34, 1922 
April 11-13 

-11th – 
Went to the “Coliseum Movie House” – they are 
good & I greatly enjoyed them – though there were 
too many pictures & it took too long to show them. 

-12- 
Working on law matters in office – have a good 
deal to do – it keeps us (Kehoe & I) at it. 

-13th – 
Had a very pleasant conference with Gov. Bone 
today – on general topics.  Nothing new except he 
thinks the J.G. White Mng. Co. will take over the 
Govt Railroad etc.  He also thinks the  
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Diary 34, 1922 
April 13 

13 
President will come to Alaska – if the Congress 
adjourns in time & if nothing happens to prevent 
him from coming.  He told me the Sec. of the 
Interior might – is considering giving the R.R. over 
to the J.G.W. Co. to manage for the Govt.  He also 
expressed a great interest in a plan to have the 
President dedicate the Alaska Agricultural College 
and School of Mines while at Fairbanks.  Also said 
Chas. B. Smith, of Buffalo, N.Y. who acted with me 
in getting the J.G. White Mng. Co. interested will 
soon be on his way to Alaska, via San Francisco – 
that they contemplate developing the Alaska coal 
market, etc.  Sounds good! 

Diary 34, 1922 
April 14 

-14th – 
Wrote letter to Sec. Int. Fall today advising 
reservation of Kenai Lakes and Canyon for Water 
Power for the Govt. Railroad.  Sent copy to J.I. 
Mange, Mgr. J.G. White Co.  It seems Frank 
Ballaine (John’s brother) is attempting to locate it 
for an alleged Pulp scheme – but it is too valuable 
for Railroad purposes to let any private interest get 
it – if it can be helped. 
Col. Richardson appointed head of Alaska 
Coordination Plan in Sec. Falls office – the Guggs 
are in power, indeed. 

Diary 34, 1922 
April 15-16 

-15th – 
Before the court on getting cases ready for trial – 
nothing of importance. 

-16th – 
Father Van der Pol. at Ketchikan, has sent the 
cases of Goff, Dodge & another to us – they have 
located some apparently valuable mines on the 
east side of Annette Island – U.S. Reserve – and 
we are preparing an application to the Sec. of the 
Interior for a permit to mine under rules & 
regulations & agreement as to royalty etc.  It is a 
unique condition and an interesting case -& a 
valuable mine – probably! 

Diary 34, 1922 
April 17-19 

-17th – 
Working in office – part of time with Christian 
Tjosevig on case of Holman et. al. v Tjosevig et. 
al., an old case prepared through 4 years by other 
attorneys. 

-18th – 
Capt. W.G. Whorf of Seldovia and my Fairbanks 
friend Tom Blaylock are applying for a coal law 
permit – we have prepared their application to Sec. 
of Interior for them – as attorneys. 

-19th – 
Have been trying Tjosevig case now for three 
evenings – Monday, Tuesday & this evening –will 
probably finish evidence tomorrow evening & then 
argue the case on Saturday. 
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Diary 34, 1922 
April 20-21 

-20th – 
Am giving attention to the trial of Holman, et. al. v. 
Tjosevig et. al. the second chapter of one of the big 
Chitina copper cases.  We have been hearing 
evidence before Judge Reed every night this week 
–from 730 to 10 p.m.  Tonight we ran till eleven – 
and will finish taking evidence Saturday – maybe! 

-21st – 
Am getting argument ready in the Tjosevig case – 
for tomorrow. 
Have assisted W.G. Whorf & Tom Blaylock in 
making application on coal lands within Kachemak 
Bay - & Tom’s Hd. at junction of Sand Point with 
land.  They leave for home this evening on 
“Admiral Watson.” 

Diary 34, 1922 
April 22-24 

-22- 
Motion day in court – got Valentines building 
released on $500. bond till the case can be fully 
heard on the merits.  Also finished up evidence on 
Tjosevig case etc. 

-23d- 
Sunday – worked on card index of Alaskan books. 

-24th – 
Working today on 6th Alaska report – doing syllabi 
on decisions. 
We are also busy on court cases.  Kehoe is a good 
worker and keeps busy all the time.  Getting bond 
and order ready in Valentine injunction under 
National Prohibition Act. 

Diary 34, 1922 
April 25 

-25th – 
Primary Election Day! 

Galen is candidate for Delegate to Congress 
against Sutherland!  Dan told me last spring in 
Wash. what a good friend Galen was to him – at 
about the same time he told me he must support 
“McBride, & the Organization” – that McBride was 
entitled to be appointed Collector of Customs, etc.  
Now, McBride and the Troy Democratic machine 
under the lead of Faulkner – are fighting Dan as 
bitterly as possible – and the “Organization” – 
McBride, Hazelet, Marquam, Galen, et. al. are at 
his throat – fool!  Debbie and 

Diary 34, 1922 
April 25-26 

25 
I went to the polls early and voted for Sutherland, 
for we could not vote for Galen, - he represents the 
worst part of the big interest elements we have 
opposed for years. 
Tonight it appears that Sutherland has carried 
Juneau and surrounding precincts & is probably 
nominated – though we have heard nothing yet 
from the outside towns. 

-26th – 
Sutherland has carried the Territory at the Primary 
and is renominated by a large majority.  There is a 
close vote on Division offices – for the Legislature 
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etc. 

Diary 34, 1922 
April 27-28 

-27- 
The Grand Jury has just reported to the Court, and 
in its Report arraigns and denounces Marshall, 
Nat. Pro. Officer – a political job, put up by 
Beaumont, Marshal and Shoup.  U.S. Atty.  
Beaumont “packed” the Grand jury, through a 
special venire, and Shoup did the rest.  It is a 
shameful exhibition of the degredation of court 
procedure, - and the end is not yet. 

-28 
Working on Tjosevig Case – we are to argue it 
tomorrow – its an old & much complicated Case. 

Diary 34, 1922 
April 29-30 

-29- 
I made application today to the U.S. Land Office for 
Oil & Gas Permit on 2560 Acres of land on Ugashik 
Creek in the Cold Bay Oil District. 

Last night I sent Harry R. Taylor and to Jack Lee, 
at Kanatak, on Cold Bay – a map of location of Oil 
Lands – Claims – and a copy of my Application etc.  
Gave a bond in the sum of $1000, etc. and I may 
thus secure my first oil claim! 

-30th – 
Conference with Marshall about his report to the 
Prohibition Enforcement Office, in re. Grand jury 
report trying to injure M- etc. Urged him to make a 
full report and advised things to be done thereon.  
He is anxious to Secure Sutherlands aid! 

Diary 34, 1922 
May 1 

-May 1st – 
Argued questions in case of Hohman et. al. v 
Tjosevig et. al. before Judge Reed – Robertson for 
plaintiffs.  Hellenthal for Bank of Cordova, and I for 
the defendants.  Court took case under advisement 
& gave Robertson till next Monday to file Brief & H 
& I till Wednesday following.  Tjosevig was present. 

Mrs. W. and I attended the May Day Ball of the  
Legion – as spectators.  It was a beautiful ball – at 
the Elks Hall.  and Mrs. W. greatly enjoyed the 
evening. 

Diary 34, 1922 
May 2-4 

-2d- 
Worked on 6th Alaska Report. 

-3d- 
Attended trial of Robe & Admiralty Alaska Gold 
Min. Co. before Judge Reed this afternoon.  Roden 
for defendant.  We got half through & case over till 
Saturday at 2 oclock. 

-4th – 
Am just in receipt of a letter from John W. Frame.  
Clerk & Com. at Hyder, sending me a letter from 
Judge Reed (a good friendly letter) with which the 
Judge forwarded to Frame a copy of a scandalous 
and highly libelous letter written by Judge Ritchie to 
the Ed. of the Hyder paper, one Hull. 
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Diary 34, 1922 
May 4 

4 
It seems Hull wrote to Ritchie asking him about 
Frames character, etc. and this is a copy of 
Ritchies reply to the inquiry.  It seems to have been 
copied, and copies were sent to Judge Reed, Clerk 
of the Court Dunn, U.S. Attorney Shoup, and 
probably to the Governor and other officials, for the 
purpose of injuring Frame and securing his 
removal from office. 

Frame sends me all copies, etc. and asks my  
advice about what action he shall take in the 
matter.  It is clearly libelous, scandalous, injurious 
and without legal or moral excuse, and I think 
Frame is justified in action. 

Diary 34, 1922 
May 5-6 

-5- 
Working on 6th Alaska today. 

-6th – 
Tried case Robe v Admiralty Alaska Min. Co. today 
– foreclosure of miners lien, and a hard fought 
case – we are not finished but the court held with 
us on all the doubtful points & the remainder of the 
case relates to the amount of the judgment only.  It 
was a close case – too close for comfort – and I 
was very glad for the plaintiff that we have passed 
the hardest part of the battle.  The court may yet 
reduce the judgment on us beyond what we want – 
but we are still in court. 

Diary 34, 1922 
May 7 

-7th – 
The S.S. “Alameda” from Seward passed today 
going south to Seattle.  Sutherland was aboard but 
went on South.  I did not see him was out for a 
walk to the Silver Bow Basin while the Steamer 
was in port.  I am greatly shocked to hear that my 
old friend Dr. F.M. Boyle was on board, bound for 
an Asylum – he is broken in health & seems insane 
& entirely wrecked mentally.  He came to the office 
to see me – and I am glad I was away.  Dan also 
called at the Hotel, but being away I did not see 
him. 

Diary 34, 1922 
May 8-10 

-8th – 
Preparing Brief in Tjosevig case. 

-9th – 
Finished trial of Robe case today.  Roden made a 
hard fight against us.  – bitter & unfriendly toward 
Robe – whom he has long seemed to love! 

-10- 
Am closing up correspondence & office work 
getting ready to go Ketchikan on next Monday. 
Chas. D. Garfield – one of the Demo-Rep. bi-
partisan crowd here – has just been appointed 
Sec. of the Alaska Bureau of the Seattle Chamber 
of Com. – it means a bad mess for Alaska, for he is 
a tool of the Gugg. Transportation interest & an 
enemy of Alaska. 
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Diary 34, 1922 
May 11-13 

-11th – 
Am working on case U.S. v Valentine, to declare 
“The Mecca.” to be a nuisance – prepared 
demurrer & will present it Saturday. 

-12th – 
Worked today on 6th Alaska Reports. 

-13- 
Judge Reed decided the Robe case – cut 
Robinson down $1200 or thereabouts – wrong I 
think – but what then can one do!  He did not 
decide Tjosevig case – said had not time!  Poor 
Tjosevig has been here a month waiting & must 
now go home!  Have prepared Findings & Dicree in 
Robe case for courts signature on Monday. 

Diary 34, 1922 
May 13 

13th - continued. 
Recd. telegram from Wright, Kellaher, Allen & 
Hilen, Seattle Attorneys saying: 
“We have forwarded papers on Steamer Watson 
for instituting admiralty proceedings in Juneau for 
Libby, McNeill & Libby suggesting that you 
associate with us stop.  If for any reason you are 
unable to associate yourself with us in this case 
please hold papers and cable us.” 
I am pleased at this, because while Delegate I had 
occasion many times to fight – Libby, McNeill & 
Libby in the fisheries scrap, thought they would 
never employ me – I will take the case of course. 

Diary 34, 1922 
May 14-15 

-14th – 
Sunday – raining & working on 6th Alaska Law 
Report. 

-15- 
Waiting for boat to Ketchikan.  finishing up matters 
in office.  Reserved package of Libby, McNeill & 
Libby papers from Seattle – too late to file them to 
Ketchikan & attend to the matter there.  It is a 
proceeding to secure statutory limitation of liability 
or account of the loss of their cannery boat new 
Takutal with the loss of all on board – 5 persons.  
Their attorneys sent me $275.00 of which I gave 
Kehoe $7500

 

Diary 34, 1922 
May 16 

-16- 
Left Juneau yesterday evening at 530 in the 
afternoon – reached Ketchikan this afternoon at 2 
oclock.  There will be no grand jury at this term – 
so but letter business. 

-17- 
Court met today & got a slow start – set our 
Simpson cases – the first of them for Friday. 

-18- 
Busy preparing objections to the approval of 
Delinquent Fax assessment on Furnivalls real 
estate here in Ketchikan.   Also getting ready for 
trial Simpson case tomorrow, etc. 
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Diary 34, 1922 
May 19-20 

-19th – 
We began trial of Jim Simpsons case today – we 
ought to win it – but I fear we will lose the Jerry 
Simpson case.  Prosecution did not get its case in 
today – and the court adjourned the further trial til 
Monday morning. – tomorrow – Saturday, being 
Motion day. 
Pinchot seems to have been nominated Governor 
of Pennsylvania in the primary election there on 
Tuesday – Bully for Pinchot. 

-20th – 
Argued demurrer in case of U.S. v. Sutherland 
(Jack), indicted for libel, but get no decision, 
though I think I’m right. 

Diary 34, 1922 
May 20 

20 
Also filed objection to Delinquent Tax Roll for Mr. 
Furnivall, etc.  I sent a telegram of congratulation to 
Gov. Pinchot tonight as follows: 

“Ketchikan, Alaska, May 20, 1922.” 
“Hon. Gifford Pinchot, Philadelphia, Penn. 
Your Alaska friends are delighted with the result of 
the Pennsylvania primary and send their 
congratulations.  It is not such a long long way from 
Harrisburg to Washington. 

James Wickersham” 
 
[clipping] 

Property Owner 
Opposes Street 

Work Assessment 
Judge James Wickersham appeared in the  

district court this morning to oppose the 
assessment for street work on Harris street which 
was made by the city.  He appears as attorney for 
Mrs. F.J. Furnivall.  This is the day on which the 
notice called upon property owners to appear in 
court and oppose the assessments if they intended 
to make a fight. 

Diary 34, 1922 
May 20-21 

20 
[clipping] 

ATTEMPTING TO  
PROVE TRUTH OF  
ALLEGED LIBEL. 

Jack Sutherland Claims Thru 
Attorney, That Letter 

Was Truth 
Appearing on behalf of Jack Sutherland who is  

charged with criminal libel for a letter written to the 
pharmacy board regarding O.F. Hill, the druggist of 
Hyder, Judge James Wickersham said that the 
defense first would ask to have the case 
dismissed, in that the accused acted, according to 
his contention, in accordance with his constitutional 
right.  The defense sets forth that Sutherland, if 
admitting everything charged, did nothing by what 
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he had a right to do, to lay his complaint before the 
proper authorities, provided that the government 
could not show malice. 

Judge Reed took the matter under advisement  
and said he would give a decision on it during the 
early part of next week. 

-21st – 
Sunday – wrote a long letter – or note to Mrs. 
Jeannette Paddock Nichols about the Mss. of 
Chap. XI of her thesis on the development of the 
Home Rule Bill in Alaska, - generally she gets facts 
correctly – but she has dragged me in by the 
scalplock in a way I do not like & that I tried to 
break it to her  - successfully. 

Diary 34, 1922 
May 22 

-22nd – 
We tried the Jim Simpson case today & on our 
motion Judge Reed took the case from the jury 
ands dismissed it because there was no evidence 
sufficient to justify the jury to decide the case 
against us. 
And that’s the case the Civic League, the City 
Council, the Legion, and others were going to mob 
Simpson over last last January – just four months 
ago! 
Other things in court going along all right – but we 
are very much pleased at the breakdown in the 
Simpson case, after their big start. 

Diary 34, 1922 
May 23 

22 
[clipping] 

JUDGE TAKES 
SIMPSON CASE 
FROM JURORS 

Reed Holds That There Is No 
Evidence Against J.B. 

Simpson 
The case of the United States against J.B.  

Simpson, in which the defendant was accused of 
violation of the bone dry law, came to a sudden 
end this morning when Judge T.M. Reed took the 
case from the jury, after the prosecution had 
completed the introduction of its case.  The court 
held that there was no evidence in the case to 
connect the defendant with the possession of the 
beer which was found at the Dory last January in a 
raid made by federal and municipal officers. 

The court said that the prosecution had  
introduced some evidence to show that a 
partnership had existed between J.B. Simpson and 
Jerry Simpson, but nothing had been introduced to 
show that the defendant knew anything about the 
beer being there.  He therefore dismissed the case. 

-23rd- 
We put in the day trying the case of U.S. v. Jerry 
Simpson – the U.S. submitted its case just before 5 
oclock & we moved to dismiss to have the jury 
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relinquish a direct verdict of “not guilty,” – the court 
took it under advisement till in the morning, of 
course he will not go so far, though he may strike 
the evidence offered obtained under the search 
warrant – but he will make us go on with our case 
tomorrow – as a matter of fact Maltby “feel down” 
on the US. case badly & the court ought to give us 
a directed Verdict. 

Diary 34, 1922 
May 24-25 

-24th – 
[clipping] 

COMPLIMENTARY DINNER 
TO PRESIDENT BUNNELL. 

Mine Host R.J. Sommers of the Gastineau hotel  
gave a dinner to his old friend, Judge Chas. E. 
Bunnell, now president of the Agricultural College 
and School of Mines.  The invited guests were 
Judge Bunnell, Governor Scott C. Bone, John W. 
Troy, H.L. Faulkner, Col. Jas. G. Steese, L.D. 
Henderson, J.E. Pegues, E.J. White, George A. 
Parks, C.H. Flory, P.R. Bradley and Col. Sommers. 

 
The clipping opposite is typical of Gov. Bone and 
shows him in the midst of his enemies.  He cannot 
refuse to give the “glad hand” to the opposition - & 
often gets it bitten for his mistaken generosity. 
We finished the trial of the case of U.S. v Jerry 
Simpson this afternoon & the jury is “out” – it looks 
like a “hung jury.”  At 9 oclock tonight the Judge 
gave them a written form of verdict & envelope & 
instructed them, if they agreed during the night – to 
sign the verdict and leave it with the foreman etc, 
etc. 

-25- 
Trial of Jim Simpson for conspiracy – it is 
interesting for Jim is an interesting & strong 
character. 

Diary 34, 1922 
May 25-26 

25 
[clipping] 

J.B. Simpson on  
Trial Today in 

Conspiracy Case 
In the district court this morning, Judge Reed  

took up the case against J.B. Simpson on a charge 
of conspiracy to violate the laws of the United 
States.  The indictment originally was against 
Simpson, Gus Brinkett and a man who is now 
dead.  The case against Brinkett was dismissed 
this morning on the motion of the district attorney. 

The forenoon was consumed in trying to get a  
jury and a special venire was finally summoned.  
The jury was completed this afternoon and the 
prosecution started the introduction started the 
introduction of its case. 

Simpson is accused with conspiring with the  
other men to bring a cargo of liquor, and with 
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having attempted to carry out the conspiracy, 
according to the opening statement of District 
Attorney Arthur G. Shoup.  A.H. Ziegler and Judge 
James Wickersham are defending. 

 
Wrote a letter to Debbie. 
Have been assisting Senator Hunt & Fred Handy & 
Si Howell to get the evidence of Morriseys 
character as a crook for Judge Reed.  I do nothing, 
but they do the work. 

-26th – 
Hard day in Simpson Case.  the judge is hard 
against us & over ruled every one of our motions 
etc. and we must go to the Jury tomorrow - & I fear 
a conviction – but Simpson is the goat!  The court 
has appointed Morrisey as Commissioner 

Diary 34, 1922 
May 26-27 

26 
here at Ketchikan, and I am disgusted with him & 
told his Deputy clerk so when he asked my opinion! 
Had Senator & Mrs. Hunt to dinner with me at the 
Poodle Dog restaurant.  they, too, are chagrined at 
Reed’s action in appointing Morrisey! 

-27th – 
We put Jim Simpson on witness stand this morning 
– against my objection, and he made a statement 
of his version of the trip to Canadian waters for 
“booze” – denied everything of course – and made 
a bad impression.  Both he and Zeigler thought it a 
good thing to do - & of course, that settled it. 

Diary 34, 1922 
May 27 

27 
[clipping] 

SIMPSON CASE GOES TO 
JURY THIS AFTERNOON 

The J.B. Simpson case went to the jury this  
afternoon at 2:45. 

In the district court, before Judge T.M. Reed and  
jury the J.B. Simpson case was resumed.  This 
case arose over the seizure of a boat and cargo of 
booze near the American line by Canadian 
officials.  The government charges that the 
conspiracy to violate the law was made in 
Ketchikan and was being carried out when the 
liquor was seized. 

Yesterday afternoon Alex. Runge, Gus Brinkett  
and M.S. Dobbs testified for the prosecution. 

A.H. Ziegler and Judge James Wickersham,  
attorneys for the defendant asked the Court to 
dismiss the case and instruct the jury to bring in a 
verdict of Not Guilty, on the grounds taht the 
prosecution did not show facts sufficient to prove a 
conspiracy as alleged. 

The motion for non suit was denied by the Court. 
Alex Runge was called and testified on behalf of 
the defendant.  Defendant rests. 

When court opened this morning A.H. Ziegler  
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requested the case be re-opened, so as to allow 
J.B. Simpson to testify on his own behalf.  After the 
testimony defendant rested. 

District Attorney Shoup argued the case to the  
jury for the government, and the counsel for the 
defense waived making any argument. 

The jury was then excused until 2 o’clock, when  
the Judge will deliver his instructions to the jury. 
 
We had a hard day of it in the Simpson case & it 
was given to the jury for decision afternoon! 
Jury came in at 900 with a verdict of “Guilty”  we 
have a good record and my judgment is the case 
will be reversed on appeal.  Simpson paid me 
$300. balance due on defense in this court. 

Diary 34, 1922 
May 28-29 

-28th – 
Sunday - & a beautiful day.  Went with Senator 
Hunt to see the Baseball game in the new city park 
& then to dinner with the Hunts – a fine chicken 
dinner, for Mrs. Hunt cooked it herself. 

-29th – 
Telegram from Debbie asking for a Key – in my 
suitcase & sent it by boat today – Queen, 
Northwestern & Admiral Watson all in today. 
Prepared memo. brief in case of Delinquent Tax 
Roll. sent telegram to John W. Frame, Hyder, that I 
am coming by boat tomorrow. 

Diary 34, 1922 
May 30 

-30th – 
Left Ketchikan this morning at 830 on gas boat 
“M.V. Carmen” for Hyder.  It was a glorious sunny 
day – not a cloud in the sky.  Beautiful view of 
crater like basin on south slope of mountain on 
south end of Annette Is.  Men drwing great fish trap 
on the nose of Cape Fox.  Old Indian Village of 
Tongass” is gone – all but a dozen large and 
beautifully carved totem poles.  Boat went into 
Lincoln passage south of Tongass – an ocean river 
between two islands.  Grand views of passages 
between Pearse and Wales islands 

Diary 34, 1922 
May 30-31 

30 
& mainland – evidently the Tongass Indians had a 
control of good game, fish & timber for canoes – 
good land water ways, which reach far into the 
interior, on highway up and down the coast.  Our 
boat ran all night & we reached Hyder this morning 
at 5 oclock. 

-31st – 
Reached Hyder 5 oclock this a.m.  Jack Sutherland 
met me & we took in the streets of Hyder – then 
woke up John W. Frame for breakfast.  Met 
Knibble, Davis and McGrew owners of 11 Mile 
group of mines, whom I wish to see, and we talked 

Diary 34, 1922 
May 31 

31 
over the matter of their difficulty with one Caldwell 
to whom they agreed to sell their group in 1919, 
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and about which there is now trouble.  Had dinner 
with Pat. Daly who has a new subsequent 
agreement to buy these claims – and a law suit.  
After dinner took an auto ride up the Bear creek 
valley – past Steward, B.C. & back to close up 
proceedings with three owners & Pat Daly.  
McGrew in the meantime had loaded up on 
Canadian rum & started a row – so I asked the 
partners to send Davis with 

Diary 34, 1922 
May 31- 
June 1 

31 
me to Ketchikan to close up matters & assist me in 
bringing suit for them against Caldwell.  Left Hyder 
at 6 oclock on “Carmen” on return to Ketchikan.  
No rooms on boat and, like last night, I reclined on 
a bench all night – two nights without undressing. 

-June 1st – 
With Davis returned to Ketchikan today on Carmen 
– and am now preparing Complaint in Equity to 
compel Caldwell to hold mining claims involved 
between Knipple, Davis, McGrew & himself. 

Diary 34, 1922 
June 1 

1 
as trustee for former three.  Sent telegram back to 
Hyder tonight for some details that Davis could not 
give me.  I am sure tired and sleepy tonight & it will 
seem good to get my clothes off and get into a bed. 
Had dinner tonight in company with Wm L. Paul, 
whose family was long resident at old Indian village 
of Tongass, & urged him to prepare a story of 
Tongass and its people.  It would certainly be 
interesting & Mr. Paul is the most competent man I 
know to write it. 

Diary 34, 1922 
June 2-3 

-2nd – 
Worked on Complaint in case of Knipple, et. al. v 
Caldwell, et. al. the Hyder mining case, but found 
that Davis, one of the plaintiffs who came over with 
me to give me the details of the matters did not 
have the necessary information so I have had to 
telegraph back to Hyder for the main facts in the 
case.  Also working on case of Ketchikan v 
Furnivall – foreclosure of assessments on streets. 

-3d- 
Furnivall came on the early boat this morning – and 
we presented the evidence in the Tax case before 
Judge Reed 

Diary 34, 1922 
June 3 

3 
this afternoon, and it goes over till Monday morning 
for argument on law. 
Am also watching examination of young Mr. 
Johnson as he answers written interrogatories 
preparatory to admission to the bar. 
U.S. Attorney Arthur G. Shoup asked me today to 
accept special appointment from Atty. Genl. and 
take charge of prosecution of two men who are 
indicted for perjury at Juneau in connection with 
charges of violating the Volstead Act. the National 
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Prohibition Act – will answer tomorrow. 

Diary 34, 1922 
June 4-5 

-4th – 
Sunday – but I wrote a long complaint & lis 
pendens in the Hyder mining case & attended an 
examination of an applicant for admission to the 
bar. 

-5th – 
Argued the Furnivall Tax case today and Judge 
Reed took it under advisement – Filed Complaint in 
the Hyder mining case – Knipple v Caldwell, 
served summons and complaint on E.C. Howard, 
agent in Alaska for other defendant the New 
Alaska Mines Co. – gave a certified copy Lis 
Pendens to Davis, one of the plaintiffs with 
instructions 

Diary 34, 1922 
June 5-6 

5 
to fill it in Hyder Com. office & records. 
Got all Ketchikan business closed up & leave on 
S.S. Spokane this evening for Juneau. Judge Reed 
has yet in process of advisement the cases – the 
opinions in the cases – Annette Is. Tax Case, the 
Tjosevig case & now the Furnivall Tax case.  He is 
prompt in deciding “Bootlegging” cases – all of 
police court size – but slow on real litigation. 

-6th – 
Reached Wrangell this afternoon.  Had 
consultation with officers of the Wrangell Pulp & 
Power Co. – matters in state of progress – but 
slowly! 

Diary 34, 1922 
June 6 

6 
Spent an hour in the old Indian house – the home 
of Old Shakes the Wrangell chief.  He is dead & 
gone but one of his younger wives & some 
grandchildren are in possession & show visitors 
around and I was much interested in his carvings, 
guns, armour, etc. etc.  Also bought from Case a 
trader the beautifully carved cane of “Skowl,” the 
Kassan chieftan who has long since gone to the 
happy hunting grounds – or waters – of his tribe. 
About 5 oclock we left Wrangell & reach 
Petersburg about 9 oclock.  Had interview with 
Jack Hadland a rough son of Norway about a suit 
with Petersburg Lumber Co. etc. 

Diary 34, 1922 
June 7-8 

-7th – 
Spokane slow but sure.  At noon we were 
anchored in Taku harbor unloading cannery 
supplies; in the afternoon we voyaged into Taku 
Inlet and blew the big whistle in front of the Glacier 
to drop a few bergs if possible and reached Juneau 
at 5 oclock.  Debbie well and comfortable and I 
was greatly comforted to be home for a time! 

-8th – 
In office straightening out affairs with Kehoe & 

J:\hist_docs\wickersham\ASL-MS0107-5-34.doc 



Alaska State Library - Historical Collections, PO Box 110571, Juneau AK 99811-0571 
Diary of James Wickersham. Jan. 1, 1922 to May 16, 1923. 
MS 107 BOX 5 DIARY 34 
 

getting business ready so I can go to the westward 
on the SS “Alameda” on Saturday.  Want Debbie to 
go to Fairbanks with me. 

Diary 34, 1922 
June 9-10 

-9th – 
Working on correspondence & getting office ready 
so I may go westward on Saturday. 
Read 12th Chap. of Jeanette Paddock Nichols 
history of the development of the Home Rule 
movement in Alaska ands returned it to her with a 
few suggestions. 

-10th – 
We left Juneau at 10 a.m. stopped an hour or two 
at Thane & then off to the westward – on the great 
big “Alameda.”  Out past Cape Spencer at 9 p.m. 
into the lazy roll of the Pacific – the ship is crowded 
with some tourists and many returning Alaskans 

Diary 34, 1922 
June 11-12 

-11th - 
Was just a wee seasick this forenoon & missed 
lunch, but the sea is smooth & I was okeh at 
Dinner.  We entered Prince William Sound in the 
face of a beautifully sunset. 

12th  
Our boat remained at the Cordova wharf all 
forenoon & I spent that time in Cordova.  Met many 
friends – Ben. Sherman, my old Fairbanks friend - 
& his son “Birstir” [?] –who was born in F-. & many 
others.  Visited with Doctor Chase & Ed. Boyle.  
Boyle asked me to assist Medley in the matter of 
securing his (Ed’s)  

Diary 34, 1922 
June 12 

12 
appointment as Guardian for Doctor F.M. Boyles 
Estate – Poor “Doc” is insane and in the 
Sanatorium in Seattle - & they think that some of 
his creditors at Anchorage are trying to make a 
“good thing” our of managing it.  Their information 
that Doctor B. will not recover but will die, and Ed. 
& his sister are the heirs in that event - & in any 
event they do not want those enemies in 
Anchorage to secure control of “Docs” estate – so 
they have employed Medley & me to prevent those 
applying in Anchorage from getting control. 

Diary 34, 1922 
June 12 

12 
Poor “Doc” has been one of my most active & 
courageous political supporters for years & I 
undertake to defend his interests with earnestness.  
We made out affidavits etc. and I will try to get the 
hearing in Anchorage set for June 24th postponed 
till the 28the to enable Ed. to get there on the next 
Boat, & so that I may go to Fairbanks & back for 
the hearing.  We left Cordova this afternoon at 2 
p.m. & reached Valdez at 7.  Met many old time 
friends & had visits – J.P. Simon is living in my 
house – has fine garden etc.  Poor Valdes looks 
like an old decayed & deserted village. 
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Diary 34, 1922 
June 13 

13th  
The Alameda is delivering fishing supplies to a 
dozen canneries in Prince William Sound.  Dryer 
Bay, Thumb Bay, La Touche, Port Ashton, etc.  
Spent an hour with my friend Dick Gileneau, who 
runs the hotel on the beach at La Touche.  We 
landed 50 or 60 girls at the herring canneries at 
Port Ashton.  Judge Reed’s son is aboard enroute 
to Nome via Anchorage & Fairbanks; also the 
Bridge Engineer, (his name is Angier, I think) 
enroute to Nenana, where his company has the 
contract to put in the railroad bridge across the 
Tanana.  We are done in Seward about 11 p.m. 
ocean smooth as glass. 

Diary 34, 1922 
June 14 

-14th – 
Spent the day in Seward.  We reached here this 
a.m. about 10 oclock & Sexton got me a room in a 
nearby building – his hotel is full.  Saw L.T. Ray 
attorney & visited Judge Rich’s court at its opening 
this morning.  The Dept. of Justice now occupies 
the larger frame building formerly occupied by the 
Alaska Northern Railroad, which came into Govt. 
ownership through the purchase of that time by the 
Govt. Ry.  There is a fine court room, & the offices 
of Judge Marshal, Dist. Atty, etc.  Met all the 
officials & many of my old time friends – including 
some from Nushagak.  Meals with Tommy Gamble, 
old time 

Diary 34, 1922 
June 14 

14 
Sourdough restaurant man from Fairbanks.  This 
evening’s train from the north brought Rev. S. Hall 
Young.  He soon learned that his son-in-law Capt. 
Keinschmidt [Kleinschmidt] was in the harbor on 
his own craft bound for the Arctic with a number of 
big game hunters & a group of movie picture actors 
& actresses, & he insisted on me talking to K- 
about Mrs. K’s (Dr. Youngs daughter) divorce case 
– but K. was non committal.  No rooms to be had & 
Dr. Young occupied my room also.  Got Boyle case 
postponed through Rays assistance till June 28th – 
when I must be in Anchorage to attend to it.  Court 
is in session, with Grand & Trial Juries & town full 
of people.  Meet many of my old friends. 

Diary 34, 1922 
June 15-16 

-15th – 
A beautiful day & the railroad ride from Seward to 
Anchorage enjoyable.  We reached here at 3 p.m. 
& took room at the “Anchorage Hotel.”  Arthur 
Frame, who began the law practice at Fairbanks 
when I was yet judge there, invited me to dinner – 
at a good restaurant. 

-16th – 
We left Anchorage at 8 a.m. with a mixed freight & 
passenger train of 12 cars.  Col. Mears & family 
and a Mr. Angier, the bridge expert, were in the 
train in Mears private car.  I greatly enjoyed the 
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view of the country from Matanuska Junction up 
the Susitna to “Deadhorse” – or as it has recently 
been renamed “Curry.” 

Diary 34, 1922 
June 16 

16 
Arrived at “Deadhorse” in evening and our train 
remained there all night – though a freight train 
went out an hour after we reached there with 
Mears private car attached.  Had a good dinner at 
the “Deadhorse Roadhouse,” managed by Nellie 
Neal – a woman of about 50 of strong character & 
great business ability.  She managed the crowd of 
about 100 persons & assigned us to rooms [? 
picture of Wickersham in front of Deadhorse Road 
House covering some text] board with the skill of 
[?], and gave us a good meal that only an Alaskan 
road house cook can.  She also showed us her 
moose, bear, cariboo 

Diary 34, 1922 
June 16-17 

16 
wolf, wolverine & other hunting trophies & told us 
stories about how she killed them, and made 
herself generally agreeable. Had a good dinner & a 
good bed for the night. 

-17th – 
Crossed the Broad Pass divide today & have a 
good room in Cooney’s Hotel at Nenana tonight.  
Of course it was a day of interest to me for it 
carried me over a route new to me, and into places 
where I have long wished to be.  The McKinley 
Park entrance at the crossing of Riley Creek is now 
a rough way station – half a dozen box cars set on 
blocks of wood & 

Diary 34, 1922 
June 17-18 

17 
Two or three log huts lately occupied by railroad 
workmen – these make up the beginning of the 
Entrance – through a large rough log hotel marked 
“Marino” is on the south bank of the Riley Creek by 
the high railroad bridge.  But, others can be 
constructed & probably will be in time.  The Abbeys 
are here. 

-18th – 
Sunday morning in the Tanana! When I was first 
here – in May 1903, there was a small Indian 
village of half a dozen houses here – camp of 
Athapascans – Apaches – where now is a railroad 
an embryo city, & the promise of 

Diary 34, 1922 
June 18 

18 
Greater things in the future.  Down on the water 
front is a fine large Army boat from Ft. Gibbon 
loaded with Soldiers, & other boats loading freight 
for down river points.  Up river is a flat of pile 
drivers & crews of men preparing the foundations 
of the great steel bridge which is to cross the 
Tanana River at this place, while along the north 
bank of the river, crews of men and horses are 
busily engaged in grading the road bed.  The road 
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bed had to be built through the old Indian 
graveyard and the bodies had to be removed to 
higher ground – that of 

Diary 34, 1922 
June 18 

18 
Farthing, a former teacher, long in the charge of 
the Episcopal Church hospitals etc. is buried in a 
great mass of concrete & the railway was forced to 
give way & her cross remains where it was 
originally planted – while rumbling trains filled with 
passengers and freight will pass so close to her 
resting place that her well deserved peace will be 
disturbed only by the rush and roar of that 
civilization which she aided so much in bringing 
into the northern wilderness.  She was at Circle in 
1900?  I have learned later it must be moved – the 
vault broken up and a new one constructed. 

Diary 34, 1922 
June 18 

18 
The Nenana Baseball team left on an early 
“speeder” this morning for Fairbanks – those two 
towns, Ft. Gibbon and Anchorage have arranged a 
series of games for the season. 
Our train from Seward to Nenana had three 
passenger coaches – the last one being a 
combination Observation & Dining Car. 
[sketch showing plan view of car layout] 
The observation part of the car is filled with chairs, 
with a rear platform – stools. 
The counter is length wise with high stools for the 
guests to sit on.  While the small kitchen enables 
the cook to prepare the food out of sight & smell. 

Diary 34, 1922 
June 18-19 

18 
We left Nenana at 2 oclock & came into Fairbanks 
at 6.  The town is small & dull & disappointing – the 
buildings are old & many are gone – the last fire 
having destroyed the best block in town which has 
not yet rebuilt.  Andrew Nerland met me at the 
depot – by accident – for no one knew I was 
coming.  I took rooms at the Fairview Hotel. 

-19th – 
Spent the day in examining Henry Rays papers & 
taking out those belonging to me & my business – 
for poor Henry is yet in the Asylum.  Packed my 
law books for shipment. 

Diary 34, 1922 
June 19 

19 
[clipping] 

IS VISITING THE  
INTERIOR AGAIN 

James Wickersham, of Juneau, where he is  
practicing law, and used to be “Judge Wickersham 
of Fairbanks” and our leading pioneer citizen, is 
visiting Fairbanks now, having arrived on last 
night’s train from the Coast.  From the short time 
we had with him the impression we gained was 
that he is looking younger than he did ten years 
ago, and that he is enjoying perfect health which 
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comes from lack of annoyances and regular food 
and habits, being out of politics after many years. 

And, we’ll say that it is going some for an oldtime 
 Interiorite to live a year in JUNEAU and come out 
of there looking healthy and prosperous.  By no 
manner of means can the effect be due life in 
Juneau.  Abstinence from politics MUST BE the 
real cause, for, as Everyman knows, politics is a 
pestilence against the prey of which few are 
immune. 

Judge Wickersham will be in Our Town for a  
fortnight, and both Fairbanks and the Judge will 
enjoy his visit here.  Somehow or other, he still 
seems a part of our landscape and adds a touch of 
The Old Days to the Camp. 
 
Thompson gave me the following notice today 
which was nice of him considering his former 
opposition & malice.  Also met Bunnell who 
grunted when I spoke to him.  Tom Marquam, 
whom I fought so hard when he was a candidate 
for Judge & Charley Beam, his candidate for U.S. 
Marshal are much more pleasant – otherwise the 
people are friendly to me. 

Diary 34, 1922 
June 20-21 

-20th – 
Had dinner with Mr. & Mrs. Guy Erwin this evening.  
Andrew Nerland was present – had an enjoyable 
time.  Gus. Conrad, my old time Chena mining 
friend (?) – with the Jessons – offers to take an 
option on my three mining claims on Cleary 
Creek=Bench, fifth. Dis. on Cleary.  ½ int. in Dis. 
on Wolf and my Bench, R.L. Dis. on Wolf for a 
Californian Company. Think I will accept offer.  
Also, the Rynearsons wish to buy my home at First 
& Dunkel Street. 

-21st – 
Had settlement with Guy B. Erwin, who paid one 
balance of $130. on act. rent, mining royalty etc. 

Diary 34, 1922 
June 21 

21 
“Whitehorse” Smith of Fox Creek in town today & 
had good visit with him.  Offered my old home 
place to Rynearson’s for $1500.- think they will 
take it.  This evening – after dinner, Mr. Snodgrass, 
Bob Lavery & Bob Bloom took me out through the 
farms on the south slope of the hills north of town & 
around to the site of the Agricultural College.  We 
have just returned & it was really a joy to see the 
clearings in the primeval wilderness and to note the 
fine farms in embryo.  We visited the location of the 
first road to be made around the first building. 

Diary 34, 1922 
June 22-24 

22nd  
Dinner with Chas. W. Joynt & wife.  Packing books 
etc. at my old home. 

-23d- 
Dinner with Robt. Lavery & family.  Finished 
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packing except Moose Horns.  Sick today with 
stomach trouble, but soon recovered.  Fred Crewe 
the pioneer poet called & we talked Alaskan books 
and authors. 

-24th – 
Dinner with Mrs. Clegg & Mrs. Taylor.  Some of 
their friends also present.  Settled with Gaustad 
today & got a new note for $400. due in 90 days.  
Left sale of house & lot with Guy. 

Diary 34, 1922 
June 24-26 

24 
Gave options on Cleary Creek Mining claims to 
Gus Conrads corporation Erwin; got all things 
packed & paid freight, ready to go on the early train 
in the morning. 

-25th – 
Left Fairbanks on 8 am train.  A hundred 
excursionists on the train going to Nenana – a 
baseball game is the attraction.  Reached N- at 
noon – lunch – and attended game – it was a good 
game & Nenana won – 0 to 1 for Nenana.  Room 
at Cooney Hotel. 

-26th – 
From Nenana to Deadhorse – fine day & good view 
of country & road.   

Diary 34, 1922 
June 26-27 

26 
Staid at Dead Horse Road House.  Kept by Nellie 
Neal.  good supper & good bed. 

-27th – 
Beautiful trip today from Dead Horse to Anchorage.  
The view of Mt. McKinley & lesser peaks from 
Talkeetna is superb. – probably the finest mountain 
view in the world - & I think it would pay to locate 
160 acres of land on the bluff top just below the 
Talkeetna for a grand Hotel site.  The three rivers 
join there – Chulitna, Susitna & Talkeetna, & 
across the wide flat & the seat of these three 
streams one 

Diary 34, 1922 
June 27 

27 
Gets a grand view of the great mountains – we did 
to day from the rear observation car – how much 
better it would be from the top of the green wooded 
ridge! 

At the Anchorage Hotel with Ed. V. Boyle, who  
expects me to present his case in the contest over 
the matter of appointing a guardian for Dr. F.M. 
Boyle’s (Ed’s brother) estate tomorrow. 

My judgment about the Railroad after my trip - is  
that it is a fine piece of work & ought to have been 
completed 3 years ago within the original 
appropriation! 

Diary 34, 1922 
June 28 

-28th – 
Attorney Dimond asked to have the hearing in the 
Boyle case postponed till Friday, & with Eddie 
Boyles consent it went over.  Made an examination 
of the record of the Boyle titles – the mortgages, 
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decrees, etc. and spent the day in gathering data 
for the answer which I must make to the objections 
to Eddie’s appointment as Guardian. 
Had an hour with Wm W. Ward, the brother of Mrs. 
E.R. Peoples – Mrs. Sietu & examined his original 
file of “The Sitka Post,” – 1876-’77, which he 
promised he will let me have after writing to his 
sisters.  Nothing new in Anchorage, except Mr. 
Sherman Rogers, the 

Diary 34, 1922 
June 28 

28 
Literary representative of the “Outlook” who 
informed me he was here gathering truthful data 
upon which he will write a real answer to the old 
query “Whats the matter with Alaska?” for the 
string of magazines and papers he represents.  
What if he should fail?  What would then become 
of this unhappy land?  How seriously these literary 
chechakos take themselves anyway.  As if 
anybody cared a damn what they think or say – 
and how many times Alaska has been saved by 
them, only to fall back into the pit again as soon as 
they have received the payment for their “litry 
stuff.”  If they would only let us alone! 

Diary 34, 1922 
June 29 

-29th – 
[clipping] 

Judge James Wickersham 
Returns from Fairbanks 

Judge James Wickersham, former Alaska  
delegate to congress, has returned from a 
business and pleasure trip to Fairbanks and is a 
guest at the Hotel Anchorage.  Judge Wickersham 
will remain in Anchorage until the southbound 
sailing of the Alameda, when he will depart for his 
home in Juneau.  Speaking of his recent trip to 
Fairbanks Judge Wickersham stated that the 
country contiguous to the railroad is in a very 
prosperous condition.  He believes the farming 
section offers splendid opportunities and in time 
the pioneer farmers will be justly rewarded.  The 
Alaska railroad, from Seward to the big interior 
town, Judge Wickersham states exceeds his most 
sanguine expectations and he is of the opinion that 
the completion will greatly assist in building up the 
country.  Judge Wickersham has explicit 
confidence in the future of Alaska. 
 
Prepared Answer to Objections to the appointment 
of E.V. Boyle, in F.M. Boyle Estate & served it on 
Ray & Dimond.  Also went with E.V. and talked 
matters over trying to get agreement & concord & 
thus prevent contest over appointment.  Judge 
Ritchie came to town from Seward on evening train 
– town full of people.  Country poor etc. but like a 
poor boy – will grow & get fat in time. 
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Diary 34, 1922 
June 30 

30th  
Had the contest in the Commissioners Court today 
over appointment of Eddie V. Boyle, as guardian of 
Dr. F.M. Boyles estate, and after some 
considerable trouble the court gave us the 
appointment.  Eddie is greatly pleased at the result.  
Wm W. Ward, Mrs. E.R. Peoples brother is here 
and showed me his file of the Sitka Post, published 
by their father in 1876-‘7.  He has the following 
papers, which he says are all: 
Vol.1 No.1 Octo. 20, 1876, 
Vol.1 No.2 Nov. 5, 1876 

Diary 34, 1922 
June 30- 
July 1 

30 
Vol.1 No.3 Nov. 20, 1876 
Vol.1 No.4 Dec. 5, 1876 
Vol.1 No.5 Dec. 20, 1876 
Vol.1 No.6 Jany. 5, 1877 
Vol.1 No.7 Jany. 20, 1877 
Vol.1 No.8 Feb. 5, 1877 
Vol.1 No.9 Feb. 20, 1877 
Vol.1 No.10 Mch. 20, 1877 
Vol.1 No.11 April. 5, 1877 
Vol.1 No.12 April. 20, 1877 
Vol.2 No.13 May. 5, 1877 
Vol.2 No.14 June. 5, 1877 
Wm W. Ward, Jas. J. Daly – Proprietors. 
About 8x10 inches square – 4 pages. 
Dinner with Arthur G. Thompson & family. 

July 1, 1922 
Called on Col. Mears – out to Nenana on special 
car to receive Asst. Sec. Commerce Huston & 
party, who will be here on Monday.  The President 
of Chamber of Commerce, Dr. Spaulding & 

Diary 34, 1922 
July 1-2 

1 
Committee invited me to deliver short 4th of July 
address on Tuesday, & to attend the Chamber of 
Commerce Dinner to Sec. Huston on Monday.  
Accepted the dinner invitation & think I will accept 
the other for tomorrow.  Had dinner this evening 
with Mr. & Mrs. Reed, of the Anchorage Hotel – in 
private house.  Am writing a long letter to Debbie. 

-2d- 
Went out to Otis Lake for a walk – 4 miles.  Also, 
saw baseball game.  Wrote Debbie a “nice, long 
letter.” attaching the sheets end to end it was 10 
feet long.  The special train with Huston, Brooks et. 
al. will come in some time tonight from Fairbanks. 

Diary 34, 1922 
July 3 

-3d- 
Asst. Sec. of Commerce Huston, Col. Brooks, & 
their party, Col. Steese, etc. came in during the 
night and were on the streets this morning.  They 
were given a public dinner at the Frisco Café, by 
the Anchorage Chamber of Commerce, and I was 
invited and seated at Sec. Hustons right hand.  
They called on him, & Brooks, and then on me, & 
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we all “boosted the game.”  Col. Mears talked & 
Capt. Hamlet, of the U.S. Coast Guard, in charge 
of Sec. Hustons vessel, made a nice reply etc.  We 
all went out to inspect the R.R. shops etc. and this 
afternoon to the baseball game.  They left tonight 
at 9 p.m. 

Diary 34, 1922 
July 3 

3 
for Seward, where they will continue their voyage 
to Western Alaska, Nome, Siberia and Japan, 
where Dr. Brooks & others will return, while the 
Sec. will go on through the Indian Ocean the 
Mediterranean & across the Atlantic.  I was greatly 
pleased with the kindness shown me.  I am to go 
via Snug Harbor to Seldovia tomorrow.  After the 
4th of July celebration is over, & I make a short talk. 
 
[clipping] 

A WISE SELECTION. 
In selecting the Honorable James Wickersham to 

 make the annual Fourth of July address the 
program committee made no mistake.  Judge 
Wickersham is a representative Alaskan, of more 
than ordinary talent; it is his due as former 
representative of the territory.  The selection meets 
with the universal approval. 

 
Anchorage Times today.  3rd.  Sorry I cannot give 
time to do it & do a good stunt – but its sudden 

Diary 34, 1922 
July 4 

July 4th. 
It was a rainy day, but a great 4th for me.  The 
marshal led the parade on his big white horse,  
then the band & then the military, then the official 
carriage with Mrs. Clayton, to sing America and 
Rev. Mr. Marple to repeat the prayer & I to do the 
address, – then followed the floats & the parade.  
The exercises were held at the ball park and 
everything went off well - & afterward the day spent 
in games, races, etc.  Tonight Harry Taylor came in 
from Seward – just form Cold Bay and strongly 
advises me not to go there & I think I will not – will 
determine tomorrow. 

Diary 34, 1922 
July 4 

4th of July. 
The Anchorage Times report on Huston Dinner} 4th 
of July. 
 
[clipping] 

WICKERSHAM TELLS HUSTON 
SOME INTERESTING FACTS 

Judge James Wickersham took occasion at the  
chamber of commerce banquet Monday to sate 
some pertinent facts to Assistant Secretary of 
Commerce Huston when he pointed out that while 
heads of departments and others were discussing 
the matter of appropriations of money for Alaska 
that they should place the sum of $57,000,000 for 
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constructing the Alaska railroad and the money 
being expended in other lines against the fact that 
Alaska had contributed to the wealth of the United 
States a sum equivalent to one billion dollars.  
Judge Wickersham stated some of the amounts as 
follows:  Seal industry, $100,000,000; fisheries, 
$300,000,000; mining $300,000,000; general trade, 
$400,000,000, these figures being approximate. 

Judge Wickersham said there never was a time  
when the general public of the United States was 
so interested in Alaska ands that we can now build 
with the assurance of permanency and with a 
roseate outlook; that the prosperity of the territory 
was on a sound basis and could not retrograde. 

 
[clipping] 

Folowing the marshal of the day and in order  
named were: Anchorage band of seventeen 
pieces; company of U.S. soldiers of the 59th 
infantry, with Captain Herbert G. Edsen in 
command; group impersonated Indian boys; closed 
automobile with R.M. Cortnay, Judge James 
Wickersham, Mrs. Wm. B. Clayton, Dr. E.M. 
Spalding, and Rev. Wallace Sutton Marple; 
Presbyterian Sunday School float; A.E.C. hospital 
float; B.P.O.E. float and members; Blue Birds in 
charge of Vera Kimball; fire team; P.O. Sundberg, 
decorated automobile with children passengers; 
Louis Katkov, decorated automobile with 
passengers; L.P. Christensen with automobile led 
by team of seven malamute dogs; C. Bernhardt, 
decorated automobile; boys and girls riding 
decorated bicycles; and Dad Barnes and Alex 
Allma appropriately dressed to represent the 
Alaskan pioneers. 

Picture of Parade. 
Members of the parade marched down fifth to C  

to fourth and fourth to H where George Edward 
Lewis took separate and collective moving pictures 
of the participants.  The line of the march included 
the return march to Athletic Park where the parade 
disbanded. 

The patriotic exercises at the park were  
especially appropriate with the invocation prayer by 
Rev. W.S. Marple.  Mrs. Wm. B. Clayton, Judge 
James Wickersham, Rev. Marple, Dr. E.M. 
Spalding and B.A. Grier occupied seats on the 
temporary platform that faced the grand stand.  
The band members were grouped in front of the 
platform.  Mrs. Clayton in her usual pleasing 
manner led the singing of national airs with the 
band accompanying.  Judge Wickersham’s 
address was pointedly patriotic and well received. 

 
Of course the paper had full account of Huston & 
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all speeches & games, races, etc.  4th of July. 

Diary 34, 1922 
July 5 

5th  
The Admiral Watson will be in today & I will go out 
on her – to Kodiak, and to Cold Bay if – if I can 
make the trip easily.  Harry Taylor came to 
Anchorage on todays train from Seward – he is just 
back from Cold Bay & advises me not to go – says 
things there are at a standstill, etc.  Tonight, 
however, I have my ticket & will go on Watson – 
which is at the dock unloading.  Later this evening 
am on the steamer which goes out some time early 
in the morning. 

Diary 34, 1922 
July 6 

-6th – 
This morning we are bucking both wind and tide as 
we go south on Cook Inlet.  We are to go to Snug 
Harbor. – Arrived Snug H. late this evening & tied 
up to wharf on east side at Clam cannery. This is a 
fine harbor – except it is open to prevailing 
Southeast winds.  Met Charles Coach, who tells 
me one of large ledges of iron ore at head of the 
harbor on deep water & made arrangement with 
him as agent to locate iron claims for me.  He says 
there is also Iron Mt. at north side of bay, & reports 
ore very rich – will send me samples to Juneau for 
analysis. 

Diary 34, 1922 
July 7 

-7th – 
We crossed from Snug Harbor to Seldovia during 
the night and are now at the wharf in Seldovia.  
Met Jack Tansy, Capt. Whorf & all the people 
around the stores.  Seldovia has grown wonderfully 
since I was here last, & now looks quite like a 
harbor town.  Staid here for several hours loading 
cannery output, etc.  We go from here to Uganik 
Bay on the west coast of Kodiak Is.  We cross the 
lower end of Cook Inlet & west down Shelikoff 
Straits – good weather, but slow because the Capt. 
evidently does not care to reach Uganik till 
morning. 

Diary 34, 1922 
July 8 

-8th – 
Went to Uganik this morning to the wharf of herring 
cannery, to unload supplies for same.  At 10 a.m. 
we started out – cloudy but had good new of 
volcanic peaks Kukak, etc.  This afternoon going 
down straits between Kodiak & Afognak toward 
town of Kodiak.  All country covered with volcanic 
ash - & are on high grounds, & from the eruption of 
Katmai in 1912.  We came to Ouzinkie cannery at 
5 oclock - & with others I went to see the Russian 
church & the village. O- is a pleasant sleepy place. 

Diary 34, 1922 
July 8 

8th continued. 
We reached Kodiak at about 8 oclock.  Had a 
beautiful view of Wood Is. schools & Naval Radio 
station as we came into the harbor.  Took in the 
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town with the crowd – the Russian church – Father 
Kashavorof.  Called on Gray, the Unalaska agent 
of the A.C.Co. of 1901, also Otto Kraft & others.  
Talked with Vance & others about going on to Cold 
Bay – all advised me not to go – and I shall not.  A 
dance in progress – many of the folks from our 
boat attending.  Kodiak is a thrifty – quiet & happy 
village.  Have determined to go on home & not to 
go to the westward. 

Diary 34, 1922 
July 9-10 

-9th – 
The Watson crossed from Kodiak to Seward, clear 
sky & calm sea.   At Seward at 9 p.m. where we 
remained an hour.  Went up town – paid George 
Sexton $20. which he claimed on act expenses in 
last Contested Election case.  Left at 9 p.m. for 
Prince William Sound. 

-10th – 
In LaTouche at 9 a.m.  In Valdez at 6 p.m.  
Nothing.  Yesterday we passed close to the Sea 
Lion rocks outside of Resurrection Bay – saw 200 
animals on the rocks. 

Diary 34, 1922 
July 10-13 

-10 
Warren G. Fenton, Chickaloon, knows about wall 
between the Chickaloon & Matanuska.  

-11th – 
Left Cordova early this morning –a beautiful day & 
Cape St. Elias was glorious. 

-12- 
Foggy but the coast mountains were out in fine 
array – Lituya Bay La Perouse glacier, 
Fairweather, Crillon, etc. were on display – but 
tonight we are lying off Cape Spencer in a fog, 
unable to enter. 

-13th – 
Arrived Juneau this forenoon – everything OK.  
Debbie well & happy.  Much interesting mail & 
office business. 

Diary 34, 1922 
July 14 

-14th – 
Busy in office gathering up the threads and 
organizing for further work.  Recd. letter from Dan 
Sutherland, dated June 14th advising me that 
Congressman Reavis of Nebraska, had resigned 
upon being appointed by Pres. Harding as Special 
Atty. Genl. to prosecute Alaska Canners for frauds 
and profiteering during the war, & had asked 
Sutherland if I would accept employment as 
assistant, etc.  I sent Sutherland telegram tonight 
saying I would accept such service if requested.  
Attended reception at Governors in honor of Genl. 
Morton, & other military officers, etc. 

Diary 34, 1922 
July 15 

-15th – 
Busy with correspondence in office.  Wrote letter to 
Chas. B. Smith, Buffalo, N.Y. proposing that he & 
another man furnish a pool of ten thousand 
($10,000) dollars against my services in location of 
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iron mines, limestone, chrome, etc. at Cook Inlet! 
to be held equally in thirds by us – they to pay all 
expenses! 
Bain, Director Bureau of Mines, has long interview 
in this evenings Empire minimizing Alaska coal & 
saying that it cannot be mined in competition with 
outside coal.  He “knocks” hard & without any 
excuse for doing so. 

Diary 34, 1922 
July 16-18 

-16th – 
Sunday. 

-17- 
Working – complaint in damage sent. 
My boxes of books, horns etc. from Fairbanks 
arrived here today & we have them now in the 
office. 

-18th – 
Received a nice letter from Wilberforce Eames, 
librarian New York Public Library about my copy of 
the Nez Perce Indian books – when I answered it 
today I submitted to him the matter of the 
publication of my Bibliography of Alaska Books, 
and asked him to assist me in securing a publisher. 

Diary 34, 1922 
July 19-20 

-19th – 
Writing letters & work in office. 

-20th – 
Gov. Bone telephoned early this morning inviting 
Mrs. Wickersham & me to go on a voyage on 
Commodore Perkin’s (sum. of Tacoma) to Taku 
Glacier this afternoon.  We accepted & took the trip 
with about 20 other friends of the Gov. – It rained & 
we damned near froze – it was windy & the Taku 
Inlet so full of bergs and floating ice that we did not 
get within sight of the glacier – but that was the 
fault of the weather & not the very handsome & 
commodious yacht of Perkins – 73 tons & elegantly 
furnished. 

Diary 34, 1922 
July 21-22 

-21st - 
Took up the matter of the appeal of the Annette 
Island tax case – Territory or Annette Island 
Packing Co. defendant, A.B. Fall Sec. of Interior, 
intervener, with Rustgard, Atty. Genl. and Gov. 
Bone, both approved my recommendation to 
appeal the case to U.S. Ct. Court of Appeals. 

-22nd – 
Working on appeal of Annette Island tax case.  
Also Mrs. Hudson wants a divorce – and it’s a 
mean case too.  Bill Lee, from oil fields at Cold Bay 
in the office & advises me to locate another claim & 
he promised to set the stake for me.  I think I’ll do 
it. 

Diary 34, 1922 
July 23 

-23d- 
The Jefferson in today with tourists: Mrs. Paine and 
her mother, Mrs. Newman from Los Angeles called 
on us with a letter of introduction from Mrs. Alice 
Harriman: we entertained them some & I 
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accompanied them to Gov. Bone to whom they 
also had letter from Mrs. Harriman.   They tell me 
she is now writing a book on the bells of Alaska 
and Angeles. – it seems some of the first bells of 
the California missions were cast at Sitka!  Spent 
most of the day in preparing the form al papers for 
the appeal of the Annette Island tax case to the 
U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals. 

Diary 34, 1922 
July 24 

-24th – 
Send out Writ of Error in Territorial Tax Case v 
Annette Is. Packing Co. in which Judge Reed 
decided against me.  Will let U.S. Circuit Court of 
Appeals have a guess at it – on appeal.  Judge 
Reed & Comr. Thomas of Wrangell employed me 
to represent the F. Matheson Estate today – a 
good case.  And Shoup, U.S. Atty. employed me 
on behalf of the Attorney General, U.S.A. to 
prosecute McMayburn & Kirkland, for perjury.  
Business is coming into our office in a very 
satisfactory way – better than I had expected. 

Diary 34, 1922 
July 25-27 

-25th – 
Working in office – just working. 

-26th – 
Tried the “Mecca” – Valentine case today, and 
have drafted a complaint in an interesting case – 
Hudson v Hudson.  Also completed appeal in case 
of Territory v Annette Is. Packing Co. – a tax case 
for the Territory. 

-27th – 
Brot. two suits today – working hard to get affairs in 
court in shape before Judge Reed goes on 
vacation.  Recd. opinion Judge Reed today 
deciding Ketchikan Street assist. case in my favor 
on all parts, - Furnivall case. 

Diary 34, 1922 
July 28 

-28th – 
Started Kehoe at work completing records of cases 
etc. while I have begun work on 6th Alaska again. 
Karl Theile, Sec. Ter. came in to “talk” today & he 
told me he was worried about Gov. Bone – he 
seems discouraged that the Harding Administration 
does not maintain its enthusiastic promises of 
when he was first appointed, & Karl fears he may 
resign & quit.  I could not tell just whether Karl was 
“talking” or preparing me for the fact.  Later I talked 
to Rustgard, Atty. Genl. & he says Karl said very 
much the same things to him.  I asked Rustgard, 
“What would we do if we should 

Diary 34, 1922 
July 28 

28 
Be suddenly informed that the Gov. had sent in his 
resignation?  Rustgard thinks Sutherland ought to 
be advised that there is real consideration of the 
matter, so that he may be prepared for action of 
such course should be taken by the Gov. & we 
agreed that since neither of us ought to go to Dan 
with the story, I should put the matter up to Steele, 
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Ed. of the Capital, and have him write a careful 
letter to Sutherland & put him wise and on his 
guard so the matter could not be hastily put over 
without notice, as Clarks appointment happened.  I 
made it clear to Rustgard that I would not consider 
being a candidate & offered to support him – in my 
judgment he is the only strong man in Alaska 
whom we can hope to get as Bones successor. 

Diary 34, 1922 
July 29-30 

-29th – 
Working on Mss. of 6th Alaska Report. 

-30- 
Sunday – Governor Bone gave reception last 
evening to Lord Byng (Genl. Byng, English Army) 
Lady Byng, & party.  A few people were invited to 
meet them form 10 to 11 p.m. when they took their 
way to Skagway for Dawson on the “Princess 
Louise.”  We – Debbie & I attended & were pleased 
to find them good sensible people – modest and 
forceful.  They were dressed in everyday wear & 
talked like two ordinary New Yorkers of good 
standing & good education. 

Diary 34, 1922 
July 31- 
August 1 

-31st – 
Working on 6th Alaska - & at odd times on 
Bibliography of Alaskan Books.  Appeared before 
Judge Reed today with Mrs. Hudson in her case for 
separate maintenance – Mike, files on Answer & 
Cross Complaint for divorce.  Accusing her of all 
sorts of delinquencies – by innuendo, but not 
directly. 

-Aug 1st – 
Judge and Mrs. Adamson were here today on the 
“Princess Louise,” going south.  Had a pleasant 
visit with them, though they 
Chairman Com. on Interstate Commerce in. 
Neither got to see Mrs. W. (He was M.C. H. of R. 
from Ga. “Adamson Ry. Bill,” etc. 

Diary 34, 1922 
August 2 

-2nd – 
Case of Hudson v Hudson, giving me some 
concern: On Motion & Order to show cause the 
court today ordered Mike, to pay to Mrs. Hudson – 
my client, $150. for me as atty fee to give the 
custody of the children to the mother till Saturday, 
when the whole case will be tried – but Mike 
refuses to deliver the son & Mrs. H. is afraid of him 
& I am trying to keep the matter as quiet as 
possible for Mike is a dangerous brute and may 
hurt his wife – so its interesting to say the least of 
it. 
Working on 6th Alaska Rep. 

Diary 34, 1922 
August 3-6 

-3d- 
Working on 6th Alaska -& office work. 

-4th – 
Working on 6th Alaska and generally on business in 
the office. 

-5- 
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6th Alaska.  Also trial Hudson v Hudson this 
afternoon. 

-6th – 
Sunday – Dr. Hibben, Pres. of Princeton is to be 
here in a day or two to visit Gov. Bone.  Recd. 
letter from F.W. Hodge, Director Mus. Am. Indian, 
N.Y. about the publication of my Alaska 
Bibliography – says it will be expensive etc. 
discouraging.  So think I’ll extend it to 1924 – 200 
years! 

Diary 34, 1922 
August 7-9 

-7th – 
Trial of Hudson v Hudson continued.  Contract 
today with Benson for 1/12 (one twelfth) interest in 
3 claims, Verginia Claims, Hyder.  1/3 thereof goes 
to Joe Kehoe – 2/3 to me. 

-8th – 
Finished evidence in Hudson v Hudson – will make 
arguments on case tomorrow. 
Debbie is giving a “stork luncheon,” etc. to Mrs. 
Stare, Gov. Bone’s daughter today.  Recd. 
telephone invitation to attend dinner given by Gov. 
Bone to Dr. Hibben, President Princeton College, 
tomorrow evening. 

-9th – 
After argument in Hudson v Hudson case 

Diary 34, 1922 
August 9 

9 
Judge Reed postponed decision till Aug. 19 and 
lectured both partners about advisability of 
supporting the family and continuing to reside 
together – told them he hoped in the meantime 
they would consult and compromise their marital 
defense & conclude when the court meets again to 
dismiss both cases & resume happy family 
relations!! 
Debbie & I attended a dinner at Gov. Bones given 
by the Gov. & Mrs. Bone to Dr. Hibben & wife.  
Besides the Bone family & the Hibben’s there were 
Judge Reed, Mr. & Mrs. Henderson, Captain 
_____ of the “Unalga,” Debbie & I.  We had a good 
dinner & a pleasant evening – we left when the 
reception began. 

Diary 34, 1922 
August 10-11 

-10th – 
Working on 6th Alaska, & also office business.  
Pres. Hibben of Princeton called & saw my card of 
Alaskan bibliography. 

-11th – 
United States Attorney’s office (Stabler) turned 
over to me all papers in the cases of U.S. v 
McMayburn & Kirkland, who are indicted for 
Perjury.  I am employed as special counsel by 
order of Atty. Genl. to prosecute both cases.   Sent 
deed to First Nat. Bank, Fairbanks, for my house & 
lot: sold to Walter Ryenerson for $1500.  $300 
cash, $600. in six month, & $600. in one year.  Our 
old Fairbanks home. 
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Diary 34, 1922 
August 12-14 

-12- 
Finished preparing syllabi for all decisions for 6th 
Alaska, prior to Jany. 1st 1922.  Answering 
correspondence etc.  Kehoe is to go to Wrangell on 
the first boat to investigate Matheson Est. for me.  
Court appointed me attorney for the Estate & the 
children & I want a “close up” of the business. 

13th – 
Sunday.  a dull day & I rested. 

-14th – 
Working on Hyder Mining Case.  Kehoe going to 
Wrangell on case Matheson Estate – to go over 
accounts. 

Diary 34, 1922 [Inside back cover] 
Dance-hall money, Fairbanks, Alaska, 1904-1910. 
[round orange cardboard – McNamee & Co. 
FLORADORA - $2.50] 
FLORADORA CONCERT HALL, Fairbanks, Alaska 

 
Diary 34, 1922 
August  

[clipping – photograph] 
EX-SENATOR CORNELIUS COLE 
Of California (at left), a member of the Senate 
during Lincoln’s Administration, shaking hands with 
Senator Shortridge, the present Senator from the 
same district.  Mr. Cole will be 100 years old in 
September, 1922. 

Diary 34, 1922 
August 15-16 

August 15th 1922. 
Kehoe went to Wrangell this morning on the 
Matheson Est. matter. 
I have worked on Brief in Annette Island Case, on 
appeal to the U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals. 

-16th – 
Recd. notice from the Clerk of the C.C. of Appeals 
9th Ct. San Francisco, that that court affirmed the 
conviction of Sekinoff, for whom I took an appeal.  
Also recd. copy of the courts opinion – it is 
surprising to find errors of statement therein which 
will fully justify me in applying for a Rehearing! 

Diary 34, 1922 
August 17-19 

-17th – 
Working on Brief in Annette Island Case. 

-18th – 
Same as yesterday.  We attended a reception at 4 
oclock, at the Governors to Doheney, the oil 
magnate who is here on his magnificent yacht!  
“Chips” Cole has just completed mounting my 
Moose Horn – the double pair – fastened in freight 
– they are prepared as a hat rack etc. and are a 
handsome piece of furniture. 

-19th – 
Busy today preparing Petition for Rehearing in the 
Sekinoff case. 

Diary 34, 1922 
August 20-22 

-20th – 
A rainy Sunday. 

-21st – 
Finished my Petition for Rehearing in Sekinoff v 
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U.S. No. 3808, U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals, 9th 
Circuit. 

-22nd – 
Worked in office on Matheson from Ketchikan. 
“Northwestern” at the dock this evening going to 
Seward – Leroy Tozier and Fowle, on board going 
to Fairbanks.  They came up & spent an hour 
talking about old times in the Tanana.  Tozier tells 
me McGinn, Manley & Riley have lost nearly a 
million in California oil in the last year.  I think 
Tozier will stay in Fairbanks, & practice law. 

Diary 34, 1922 
August 23-24 

-23d- 
Debbie has been sick for two days – better. 
Sent Mother good letter – paid her taxes $1165 & 
coal bill, $27.00 &sent her $25. more. 
Ed. W. Allen, attorney from Seattle, representing 
firm of Wright, Kelleher & Allen, is here getting 
ready in the Libby, McNeill & Libby case, which is 
set for argument on Saturday. 
Made some amendmendatory changes in the 
Sekinoff Petition for rehearing, and am at work on 
Brief in the Annette Island case. 

-24th – 
My 65th Birthday – well & strong and love to work 
better than in my youth. 
Debbie sick but getting better. 

Diary 34, 1922 
August 25-27 

-25th – 
Working on Brief in Annette Is. case. 

-26- 
In court on motions, etc. 
Dr. Rystrom of Anchorage called: he is just from 
Cold Bay Oil District ands says my claim is near to 
where the Standard Oil Co. will drill & he thinks it 
quite as promising as any nearby claim. 
Finished case of Hudson v Hudson today – 
satisfactory & am drafting Findings & Decree. 

-27th – 
Sunday.  climbed to the summit of Mr. Roberts, 
found my muscles are not as taut as in 1903 at 
McKinley. 

Diary 34, 1922 
August 28-30 

-28th – 
Working on Brief in Annette Is. case. 

-29th – 
Debbie is sick – trouble with lungs & colds – not 
serious.  Working on Annette Is. Brief. 

-30th – 
About finished with Annette Is. Brief. 
We attended a musicale last night at Governors 
Mansion to Rev. C. Gray – the Cobbs brother in-
law – pleasant.  Judge Reeds daughter, Mrs. 
Constance Reed Haller, is visiting him & having a 
gay good time thereby.   Raining – town has many 
tourists. 
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Diary 34, 1922 
August 31- 
September 1 

-31st – 
Working on law business in office. 

-Sept. 1st- 
Same as yesterday.  Jack McCord, prospector and 
oil promoter, from Cold Bay is here & I have 
learned that the Standard & Associated Oil Co’s, 
have agreed to take over and prospect ten oil 
claims in that district, & that my claim adjoins those 
chosen for prospecting!  He has given me a copy 
of the Report of their Expert which gives me the 
situation in some detail and interests me because 
of my proximity, etc.  He also tells me that 
Goldstein & 30 others here are soon to locate oil 
claims near Juneau & want him to take charge for 
them! 

Diary 34, 1922 
September 2 

-2- 
Bob Courtney, from Anchorage is here arranging 
another group of oil claims at Cold Bay for 
prospecting – adjoining mine.  Really mine is in 
good company anyway. 
Last night I proposed to Judge Marshall that he 
take half a dozen of us to the south and west –
point of Admiralty Island with a view to looking the 
land over for oil prospects – he agreed to do so & I 
will attempt to interest that many to go. 
We have some evidence of conditions there of a 
geological character which seem to suggest that 
prospecting will not be without justification, 
anyway. 

Diary 34, 1922 
September 3-4 

-3d- 
Sunday - boats etc. but nothing much. 

-4th – 
Received letter in the last mail from John W. 
Frame, Commissioner at Hyder, saying he had 
purchased a group of mines there – at 9 mile on 
the road from Hyder to the Premier Mine & wished 
me to take the proposition of financing them, 
creating a Corporation etc for an interest in the 
project.  He wants us – Wickersham & Kehoe – to 
form the Corporation, be the responsible officers 
etc.  Wrote him today accepting his proposal & 
promising to come 

Diary 34, 1922 
September 4 

4 
to Hyder in 10 days and begin the formation of the 
project on the basis suggested in his proposal.  I 
have asked Kehoe to go to the south end of 
Admiralty Island with me to take an Oil Claim: he 
will go. 
Wrote Dan Sutherland letter today in answer to his 
& sent him the news.  General Richardson is here 
– dinner – I think – with the Governor tonight.  The 
Gov. intended to go to Anchorage today on the 
Rev. Cutter Unalga, but waited over to feed the 
General.  In the interview in the Capital he stated 
he was here in the interest of the Govt. Ry. – but 
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did not approve that project, etc. 

Diary 34, 1922 
September 5-6 

-5th – 
Arranging to go over to Admiralty Island to hunt for 
oil & oil shales.  We continually hear rumors of oil 
in that vicinity & I think it will be a nice way to get a 
good hunt for deer & ducks.  Lockie McKinnon & 
Joe will go with me - & possibly one or two others – 
and Marshalls & his crew of three deputies on his 
launch the “Pacific.”  Marshall says tonight that he 
cannot get away before Friday morning, - that he 
must put the boat on the beach & look for a leak. 

-6th – 
Working on case of U.S. v Kirkland, - perjury – in 
which I am employed by the U.S. Atty. Genl. to 
prosecute on account of trouble over some 
between U.S. Atty. Shoup & Prohibition Director 
Marshall.  I am a middleman – peacemaker. 

Diary 34, 1922 
September 7 

-7th – 
We were already packing, buying ammunition 
hunting clothes, etc. at noon today & getting ready 
to go to the south end of Admiralty Island to hunt 
ducks - & oil- when along came a telegram from 
John W. Frame, at Hyder, telling me a fairy story 
about a strike of rich ore there by some party, & 
that one of my friends, Rinehart, formerly of 
Valdes, had taken an option on it & that I was 
wanted etc. & to come on first boat. 
Our hunting trip is off & I am going to Hyder 
tomorrow on the Canadian boat via Prince Rupert. 
After some preliminary negotiations W.C. 
McMayburn, defendant charge with 

Diary 34, 1922 
September 7 

7 
perjury in connection with J.W. Kirkland & other 
crookedness with “Frozenfoot” Johnson 
volunteered to tell the whole truth – he came to my 
office this evening: Dist. Atty. Shoup came and in 
the presence of Marshall, the Alaska Prohibition 
Agent, Jack Wilson, Agent for suppression of liquor 
traffic among Indians, myself and McMayburn 
agreed that if the latter would confess fully and 
freely ands tell the whole truth on the trial of 
Kirkland & Johnson his case would be dismissed!  
Thereupon McMayburn fully & freely told the whole 
story – Marshall took it down in shorthand & will 
write it on the typewriter & McMayburn will sign it 
tomorrow. 

Diary 34, 1922 
September 7 

7 
so there might be no question about the fact I 
wrote Shoup a letter this evening relating the facts 
& the circumstances – a type written letter – 
Marshall wrote it on the typewriter & I signed it and 
he is to deliver it to to Shoup tomorrow – in it I also 
requested that he issue a warrant for Johnsons 
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immediate arrest for manufacturing intoxicating 
liquor, having it in his possession etc. 
Lockie McKinnon & Colburn, the Governors clerk 
are both greatly disappointed about failure to go 
hunting, but we agreed to postpone the hunt for 10 
days only - & then go. 

Diary 34, 1922 
September 8-9 

-8th – 
Left Juneau at 8 a.m. on Princess Alice, & expect 
to catch the local boat from Prince Rupert to Hyder.  
Johnson of Juneau Hardware & Bob Simple on 
board & we have talked oil-coal.  Admiralty Island 
& Rocky Pass thoroughly.  Am informed that 
Charlie Goldstein’s claims are located on Kuiui 
Island & not on Admiralty.  Saw Matheson’s Store, 
Russell etc. Merely conversation no business. 

-9th – 
Ketchikan this morning loading fish.  Will be in 
Prince Rupert about 3 p.m. At Prince Rupert, 
secured copy of B.C. Mining Laws, dinner & ticket 
on B.C. boat to Hyder.  All talk is 

Diary 34, 1922 
September 9 

9 
of mining – much suppressed excitement among 
people on board boat tonight going to Stewart B.C. 
and Hyder Alaska – about “Premier” & other hidden 
Premiers. 
Met a Mr. Carrigan – he tells me that Sam, 
Carrigan, Odin & Fairman Ill. where I was born & 
raised is his uncle etc.  He is going to Hyder.  A 
mining expert on board tells me that John Frame 
has a “very good prospect” – he puts it.  Its the one 
I am going to assist in putting into business shape.  
It may turn out good yet. 

Diary 34, 1922 
September 10 

-10- 
John W. Frame, & an old sourdough by the name 
of Rinehart met me at the wharf this morning & had 
breakfast on the Prince Rupert with me.  Mr. R- 
has an option on a group of mineral claims about 9 
miles above the Premier Mine on the Salmon 
Glacier & he wants me to assist him in putting them 
in shape for capital. Spent forenoon in talking & 
this afternoon Frame & Jack Sutherland 
accompanied me – in an automobile to Frames 
claims on the bank of the Salmon River, just 
opposite the mouth of Texas Creek.  We found 

Diary 34, 1922 
September 10-
11 

10 
Harry Hummell there running a tunnel – he was 
just under cover following a stringer into a 
mountain of rock!  Had a meal with Harry in his 
little cabin & back we went to Hyder.  Roads are 
bad but a group of men at work on them – on 
Sunday. Tonight I had a conference with Knipple, 
Davis and McGrew – of the Daly Alaska Mining Co. 
– about the suit I began for them against the 
Caldwell interest – they quarreled – McGrew 
against the other two - & nothing much agreed on. 
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-11th – 
Am going this afternoon with Rinehart & Pat 
McBride to 9 Mile tonight & to the head of Salmon 
Glacier tomorrow to look at Rinehart-McBride 
quartz claims.  Went out to Nine 

Diary 34, 1922 
September 11-
12 

11 
Mile this afternoon & stopped with Harry Hummel 
at the cabin on the Cripple Creek Claims on the 
east side of Salmon River opposite the mouth of 
Texas Creek.  Rhinehart & McBride occupied a 
cabin on same claims just below alongside the 
road. Good wagon road built by the Govt. skirts the 
river here at foot of mountain.  4 claims here known 
as the cripple creek claims under bond to John W. 
Frame, which he proposes to turn over  to a 
company which I shall form – for exploration and 
sale.  Harrys cabin about 10x10, two bunks, - 3 
cats another unusual plunder of a primitive miners 
cabin.  Examined the surface of prospects – The 
“tunnel” is just under the steep rock – 4 ft. deep. 

-12th – 
Pat McBride, Tom Rhinehart – an old Colorado 
miner – and I left the 9 mile cabin & crossed the 
Salmon River Bridge and up Texas Creek, across 
a low divide to the foot of the Salmon River Glacier.  
Great walls of highly colored-mineralized rock, - on 
both sides of glacier – at mouth of the river ice 
tunnel – we sampled some of the rock on west wall 
– same on east & across rock floor – looks like a 
good mineral zone to me – but McBride claims 
across line on B.C. side. 

Diary 34, 1922 
September 12 

12 
Texas Creek comes from under some big glacier – 
on Alaska side – while Boundary line crosses 
Salmon glacier half a mile or more above foot of 
glacier.  We climbed atop the Salmon glacier at the 
toe and had good traveling over its hard surface – 
onward and upward.  Came to Alex. McDonalds 
came on a high point above the west side of the 
glacier for lunch. – after zig-zagging around 
crevasses – crossed the International line half way 
up from the toe to McDonalds tent.  McD &McB 
camp here together and work in same shallow 
tunnels half way up the mountain wall where goats 
grow dizzy in the climbing.  Good lunch – McD. is a 
fine character – loves the birds – has friendly 
relations with a ground hog – a “whistler” who lives 
in a burrow under a nearby rock and at scraps in 
the tent yard while we at lunch & threw him choice 
bits.  Two old hen grouse, raised broods of young 
around McD’s tent this summer & the chickens – 
now half grown, eat at the tent yard with the 
whistler – McD. loves them & the grand view 
across the glacier from his high tent home above 
the two mile wide ice river, 3000 feet high here.  
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After lunch we went on up the glacier, jumping 
crevasses. 

Diary 34, 1922 
September 12 

12 
zig-zagging around them when we could not jump 
them, higher and higher till we made the last sharp 
climb to Bartholfs tents on the very point on the 
west side of the main glacier where it comes down 
from the west and makes its right angle turn 
southward.  Here on a point of rocks high above 
the top of the glacier are a number of great white 
dikes which have been poured into great fissures 
when the mountains were in process of making.  
They cut through the mountains in massive ribbon 
like formation - and on the other side (East Wall) 
they rise out from under the glacier and cut the 
great mountains to the summits at Bartholfs, on the 
point, we can see back down the glacier whence 
we came, to the west up the wide ice stream to the 
summits, & to the north across its surface where, 
they tell me, it breaks off into Summit Lake.  At 
Bartholfs one Charlie Murphy – “Mule Skinner” & 
bull cook, rough and vulgar as a prostitute, and 
Casey, great rawboned, old & grizzled miner, ugly 
as a griffon and as interesting as a novel.  He is a 
miner & a mountain man – big strong, slow & 
modest – but withal marred by the usual vices of 
the frontier. 

Diary 34, 1922 
September 13 

-13th – 
Had a good sleep in Bartholfs bed – the Bartholfs – 
husband & wife – are in town for provisions & will 
be back to the tent tonight.  Bartholf is a 
Frenchman – quick, volatile, restless – but above 
60 years of age.  McBride, Rhinehart & I crossed 
the west downward course of the great glacier 
today, to the north wall of the mountain, examined 
prospects far up the sides of the mountain.  These 
proved rather disappointing to me because of the 
small amount of work done – but gave promising 
prospects so far as we could see.  After lunch on 
the mountain side we returned to the surface of the 
glacier and turned to the northern angle of the 
glacier & followed its surface to above where it 
breaks into great bergs and falls into Summit Lake 
– and thence flows away into the Nass river.  From 
our high view the lake and its encircling mountains 
formed a grand and glorious mountain picture.  We 
can see the outlet of the lake to the north where a 
stream empties its icy waters into a gorge behind 
the next small mountain & lower & lower until it 
passes out of sight behind a distant ridge. 

Diary 34, 1922 
September 13 

13 
We went back over the glacier to the Bartholf tents 
– into a bunch of noisy ptarmigan – our boys killed 
enough for a big dish of fried chicken and we ate – 
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and saved a plate full for Bartholf and wife who are 
to be here this evening.  At supper time we can see 
two moving objects far down the glacier – coming 
toward us slowly – the “bull cook” says they are 
horses with the Bartholfs aboard.  At 930 the 
Bartholfs each on a horse rode up the glacier – up 
the mountain wall when it seems no horse could 
come and I met Mrs. Bartholf & “Daddy” – as she 
calls him.  she has “bobbed” hair and is less than 
½ of “Daddys” age.  We were told this story after 
we returned to our tent, by the “bull cook.” – Some 
time ago one of the “fresh” youngsters started up to 
this camp with “Daddy” both with packs, -& he soon 
wore “Daddy” our and rather boasted of it.  Mrs. B. 
heard of it, and on the next trys she put Daddy on 
the easier trial and herself took the pack equal to 
the fresh young mans, and led off the speed.  
Before reaching camp the young man was 
exhausted, and could go no further, whereupon 
Mrs. B. offered to carry his pack & actually did 
bring him in  - beaten & exhausted. 

Diary 34, 1922 
September 13-
14 

13 
she is clear eyed & while of fine boom and rounded 
physique – as strong as a buck – and whoever 
laughs at “Daddy” has her to settle with then and 
there.  She is a wonderfully interesting mountain 
woman. 

-14th – 
Left Bartholfs this morning down the glacier past 
McDonalds and then across the glacier to the east 
wall thence followed the east wall sometimes on 
the glacier, sometimes on the broken rock – to a 
point opposite Indian Lake.  There we found a new 
cabin – had lunch & over the divide to the Lake 
thence east by the mining claims to the trail thence 
south down the trail to the bridge across Cascade 
Creek at the Premier Mine - & thence by the main 
road to 9 mile.  Visited along at the claims – 
prospecting is lively along this way & so many 
blasts go off that it sounded like a bombardment 
from the surrounding mountains.  Fine day.  Had 
our suppers with Harry Hummel at 9 mile & thence 
by auto to Hyder.  I brought back a fund of 
information – generally – some specimens of one – 
but the real joy of the trip lay in the splendid climb 
on the mountains & glaciers. 

Diary 34, 1922 
September 15 

-15th – 
A busy day.  I organized the cripple creek mining 
co. with Frame, Hummel, Myself, Kehoe, and 
Lockie McKinnon as the incorporators: Frame 
deeded the 4 Cripple Creek claims to it & we take 
nearly ½ the $1,000,000 stock & put the rest in the 
treasury for sale.  Am to take the papers to Juneau 
to have Kehoe & McKinnon sign & then put of 
record.  I am to have the doubtful honor of 
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assuming the duties of Pres. & Kehoe is to be Sec. 
& Treas.  We made a full contract in writing 
establishing the basis of our project & Kehoe will 
write up the records – we will then attempt to get 
financial assistance and do some prospecting etc. 
etc. 

I disappointed McBride and Rhinehart by  
declining to give their project any further support – 
told them it was a mere “prospect,” etc. while it has 
good prospects on the surface so little work has 
been done that no one can be sure it will make a 
mine etc. 
Settled with Knipple & Davis – they gave me an 
order for 2-1/2 percent of the money & stock due 
them from the Daly Alaska Min. Co. – better than 
nothing – but not much better. 

Diary 34, 1922 
September 16 

-16th – 
Am now about ready to go home – the Prince 
Rupert boat will be here tomorrow.  Weather still 
good.  I had splendid weather all the time on my 
Mountain trip. 
We Frame, Hummel, Sutherland & their partners, 
are now discussing the formation of an Alaska 
Development Co. corporation, to hold title to say 50 
or 75 quartz claims, most of which are now located, 
& to sell so much stock as will enable us to do 
assessment & development work - & once in a 
while to organize & sell a group of claims as a 
Mine. 

Diary 34, 1922 
September 17-
18 

-17- 
Sunday.  Still discussing the formation of a 
Developing Corporation – find our group much 
interested and all seem inclined to go in, and they 
leave the matter of organization to me.  The Prince 
Rupert, steamer, from Prince Rupert, B.C. is in 
port, but am informed there will be no chance to 
get from Prince Rupert, B.C. to Ketchikan for more 
than a week so I must wait till Wednesday for the 
Ketchikan boat. 

-18th – 
Bot a lot on the principle tide land street for $7500 
and left the check to pay for it with Frame so 

Diary 34, 1922 
September 18 

18 
Bot. a lot on the principal tide land street for $75.00 
. and left check to pay for it with Frame so  
when the deed comes it can be paid for. 
Also today bought Durback a half interest in three 
mining claims “Atlas 1-2-3” above 9 Mile, along 
hogback between Texas & Salmon - for $40.00 - 
cash & got the deed & recorded it. 

The first airplane ever to visit Hyder - Steward  
came from the. South today & is now roaring  
around carrying a few foolhardy passengers to a 
great height for a price.  All the old sourdoughs are 
greatly excited.  Tonight Frame, Harry Hummel, 
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Jack Sutherland, Ole Hanson & I held a meeting in 
Frames office & agreed on 

Diary 34, 1922 
September 18-
19 

18 
the plan of the organization of the Alaska 
Exploration Co.  The boys have located 53 quartz 
claims & will locate some more in the near 
proximity to the good claims on Salmon River & we 
will capitalize them, first, to locate, second to 
develop, and third, to sell – claims. 

-19th – 
Had conference with Green today about electric 
light plant organization - he is working on data. 
Also drew form of contract for constructing plank 
road on First Ave. Portland City - tidelands for 
contractors & property owners. 
No boat yet in sight. 

Diary 34, 1922 
September 19-
20 

19 
[clipping] 

CRIPPLE CREEK TUNNEL 
GIVES ENCOURAGEMENT 

Harry Hummel, who is driving a tunnel on the 
Cripple Creek property at Nine-mile, was down  

Friday and said that he has the tunnel 15 feet 
under cover and that the face gives every 
encouragement for continuing it.  On the hanging 
wall there is a streak of solid steel galena from the 
thickness of a knife blade up to four inches, and 
the foot wall is in quartz which is becoming 
sprinkled with galena.  Between the high-grade and 
the quartz is a greenstone horse from a foot to two 
feet in width, but  he believes that this will 
eventually pinch out and that the high-grade and 
quartz will make one lead.  The tunnel starts from 
the road, and is ideally situated for shipping, should 
any considerable tonnage of good ore be opened 
up. 

Judge James Wickersham, Pat McBride and T. 
J. Rinehart took a three days’ hike the latter part of 
last week, mushing up the Salmon glacier and 
examining the prospects on the west side of that 
body of ice, crossing over to Summit lake and 
returning by way of the Indian mine, a trip of sixty 
odd miles.  The. Judge says there is a great 
amount of prospecting and development work 
being done throughout the district they covered, 
and blasting in all directions sounded like 
cannonading. 

-20th – 
Small SS. “Prince of Wales” in this afternoon for 
Ketchikan. No final arrangements with Green about 
Electric Light plant but he urges me to get some 
one with experience, machinery & $25,000 to put in 
against Lawrence & Workmans power sites, 
sawmill, timber rights, & Greens & my experience 
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& corporations. Big job but will try it. 

Diary 34, 1922 
September 21-
22 

-21st – 
Reached Ketchikan this evening from Hyder. Had 
long conference with J. R. Heckman about mines 
etc.  He is going to Hyder in 10 days so I wrote 
Frame tonight what to do etc. 

-22d- 
“Alameda” SS. in at noon. 
Dan Sutherland, Delegate from Alaska is aboard - 
enroute to Interior Alaska on his campaign. 
Had good talk with him about matters generally. 
Left Ketchikan - arrived at Wrangell & had long 
business conference about Mathison Est. with 
Russell & Judge Thomas. 

Diary 34, 1922 
September 23 

-23- 
Harry Townsend, Examining Engineer for the 
Anaconda Copper Co. (605 Pioneer Bldg. Seattle) 
is on board and after some persuasion he 
promises - if possible to go to Hyder on his return 
from Seward on the “Alameda” & examine our 
recently purchased & located mining claims.  While 
in Ketchikan, John E. Erickson, gave me a speci-
men of what he called “Marble” from Carroll Inlet. 
I have given Townsend a piece for assay - “calcium 
or barium?”  
Arrived in Juneau about 4. p.m.  At office & 
assisting in cleaning up things here. 
Sutherland went on to westward. 

Diary 34, 1922 
September 24-
25 

-24th – 
Sunday.  Kehoe & I writing letters in office - he is 
going to Wrangell on the matter of Est. J. Mathison, 
soon – 

-25th – 
Kehoe went to Wrangell on the SS . “Admiral 
Watson” this afternoon to work on Mathison case. 
Consulted with Shoup, U. S. Atty. today on 
Kirkland case - arranged for securing Grand Jury 
witnesses etc. 
Recd. from Beaumont, U.S. Marshal, $125.00 
which Clegg borrowed in Wash. 
Also $300. first payment on my house sold to 
Rynerson, at Fairbanks, from 1st Nat Bank - 
Hutchinson, Pres. 

Diary 34, 1922 
September 26 

-26th – 
Judge Reed said to me yesterday that he thought 
he must remove John W. Frame as Com. at Hyder 
- said John kept good office - good records, was 
good official – but there was so much complaint 
against him!  I said “by whom - what about?”  He 
named Barber of Ketchikan as the complainant, 
and could not give a single basis of complaint!  It is 
entirely political - Arthur Shoup, U.S. Atty. is the 
constant pressure against Frame.  Talked to 
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Theile, Sec. Ter. today & he advised talking to 
Gov. Bone - will do it tomorrow.  Reed is weak as 
water & as vacillating! 
Busy on law cases today. 

Diary 34, 1922 
September 27 

-27th – 
I went up to the Governors office today & had a full 
talk with him about Judge Reed’s threat to remove 
Frame, as Comr. at Ketchikan Hyder.  I took the 
42. Pac. Reporter, and called his attention to the 
case of the People of Utah v Richie 42, Pac. 209, 
and asked him to read. 
He promised to do so and to send for Judge Reed 
and talk with him about it.  Wrote a long letter to 
Frame this date & will send it to Hyder by 
McKinnon, who goes down on the boat in the 
morning.  Gov. Bone seemed surprised when I said 
Mrs. Pugh, in the Clerks office was Judge Jennings 
sister in law! 
I wonder if he doesnt know. 

Diary 34, 1922 
September 28-
30 

-28th – 
Worked all day on a Brief in the case of Limitation 
of Liability in re the vessel “J.T. Robinson” for Libby 
McNeill & Libby. 

-29th – 
Took deposition of K.N. Bacher, in Fanshaw 
Herring Co. case: also Mrs. Clark in case v 
Sheldon: Capt. Ahnes brought Jap. in & got him 
out of trouble.  Peter Lundeen, one of my Eagle 
City friends of 1900 came to call - Pete was - is a 
farmer across the Yukon River from Eagle - has 
130 acres under cultivation etc. but says he cannot 
sell his crops! 

-30th – 
Suffering today with influenza. 

Diary 34, 1922 
October 1-2 

Octo 1. 
Have severe attack of influenza and in bed taking 
home remedies - and a little of everything else. 

-2nd – 
Much better to day.  Argued the case of Libby, 
McNeil & Libby, vs. three Admr. from State of 
Wash. in the matter of limited Liability of L.McN &L 
for loss of gas-screw vessel “J.G. Robinson” at 
Yakutat - a year ago.  Roden against me, but the 
court decided promptly in my favor.  I am clearly 
right on the law - but I think the law is not as “right” 
as it ought to be! 

Diary 34, 1922 
October 3-4 

-3d- 
Debbie had a party today- bridge card party at the 
Parish House. 
prepared & ford. to Commission of Internal 
Revenue objections to raising my income tax by 
$525.60 
Busy in office; Joe at Wrangell. 

-4th – 
Made up forms, Petitions, Orders, etc. in the Estate 
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of Charles Spurgeon, killed at Pittsburgh on 29th 
inst. -petition for letters of Administration signed by 
H. V. McGee - who killed him! 
We do not let killing a man in Alaska interfere with 
prompt attention to the legal administration of his 
estate! 
Sent Mother letter & love & 

Diary 34, 1922 
October 4-6 

4 
ten dollars to buy fire crackers for her 85th 
Birthday. 

-5th – 
Preparing instructions ready for the trial of U.S. v 
Kirkland - wherein I am to assist in the prosecution.  
Debbie had a fine party and is much pleased 
thereat.  They held forth at the Parish Hall had 50 
persons present - bridge & tea, - and conversation! 

-6th – 
Rustgard, Atty. Genl. Wm. L. Paul & others tell me 
there is some trouble brewing in Republican 
Politics - First, Gov. Bone & the Empire Democrats 

Diary 34, 1922 
October 6 

6 
will do what they can to defeat Cash Cole for the 
Legislature, second they will try to elect McDonald, 
Democrat in his place: third, they are unfriendly to 
Aldrich, Rep. candidate for Senator in this Division, 
& will support Britt, Democrat - Because, First, 
there is a feeling among Republicans - including 
Cole, Aldrich & others, that the Legislature should 
cut off all power from officials appointed from 
outside the Territory - 
the Governor, for instance, & build up the 
Territory’s men -by the creation of a Territorial 
Auditor, to be elected, who shall have largely the 
secondary powers conferred on the Governor by 
the legislature etc:  It is also 

Diary 34, 1922 
October 6 

6 
suggested that the Legislature ought to appoint a 
Committee for the Investigation of Transportation - 
under the guidance of Rustgard, & prepare a 
Report with “pep” in it, attacking Gov; Bone, Will, 
Hay, George C. Hazelet, and the Guggenheim 
“secret Agreement”, for the control of Rates on the 
Govt. Railroad having the Report printed & 
circulated to Senator LaFollette & the Senators 
who are willing to defend Alaska, & the Magazines 
& newspapers for publicity. 
All this bad blood rises from Judge Reeds keeping 
the Democrats in office & Gov. Bones support of 
the Empire & the Democrats against those 
Republicans who have long suffered from their 
partisan political attacks. 

Diary 34, 1922 
October 7-8 

-7- 
Busy in court, etc. 
Sent a copy of my “Whence came the American 
Indians” pamphlet to Prof. Albert Ernest Jenks, 
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Minneapolis, Minn, & to Prof. Sylvanus G. Morley, 
Carnegie Inst. Washington, D.C. Have been 
reading some of their Anthropological writings & 
was interested, & so I sent them a copy of my 
views on the North Pacific Migration route. 

-8th – 
Am engaging Atty. Genl. Rustgard’s attention in 
preparing Findings, Conclusions & Decree in the 
Tjosevig case - he was Tjosevigs Attorney prior to 
becoming Atty. Genl. & is entitled to a good fee for 
that prior 

Diary 34, 1922 
October 8 

8 
work & I am getting his assistance in closing the 
case & will assist him in securing his long delayed 
fee. 
The “Capital” had an attack on Judge Reed, Dist. 
Atty. Shoup, and the U.S. Marshal Beaumont, & 
veiled but well understood roast of Gov. Bone in its 
Sunday edition yesterday. I quite sympathize with 
Steel, but fear the result will be to organize the 
Bipartisan Rep-Demo’s and cause them to defeat 
Aldrich for Senator & Cash Cole for Repre-
sentative. 
Lockie McKinnon is back from Hyder with glowing 
accounts of its prospects. 
He secured a town lot, & other interests & declares 
it is a coming camp. 

Diary 34, 1922 
October 9-11 

-9th – 
Working on Kirkland case. 

-10th – 
Same as yesterday. 

-11th – 
Working on Kirkland case. 
A Mr. Allman, of Akron, Ohio, called yesterday & 
again today & expressed an interest in the Funter 
Bay Mines against which I secured a judgment of 
$3200+ for Robe & two others. 
I advised him that if his people would buy that 
judgment & other claims against the property & let 
me handle the matter I might get them the property 
- any way they could lose nothing. 
He says he will present it to his Akron brothers & 
since the judgment is good etc. write me. 

Diary 34, 1922 
October 11 

-11th continued 
I am somewhat embarrassed because during my 
absence to Hyder, Kehoe, permitted Stabler, Asst. 
U. S. Atty. to go through the papers in the case of 
U.S. v Kirkland, which I had obtained from the U. 
S. Atty. & from Marshall, & the latter now asserts 
some of his papers are missing - therefore Stabler 
must have taken them - they are such papers I 
might take - & there you are! 
Can do nothing till Kehoe gets back - about 
Saturday - & we can learn just what the latter 
took - if we can ascertain it from Kehoe - Marshall 
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is suspicious & growing more so, as he & I are not 
friendly. 

Diary 34, 1922 
October 12 

-Octo 12th – 
Mothers Birthday = 85 Years. 
She was born about 50 miles north of Nashville, 
Tenn. and when about 7 years old came with her 
father & mother from that place to Salem, Marion 
Co. Illinois in an oxwagon.  Her fathers name 
James McHaney, - his grandfather was Terry 
McHaney, of Pittsylvanai, Virginia, - he was a 
Revolutionary Soldier. 
Grand Mother McHaneys maiden name was Nancy 
Sims - & my mother remembers her old Grandpap 
Sims - who was also a Revolutionary 

Diary 34, 1922 
October 12-14 

12 
soldier in North Carolina. 
Busy in office today - rewrote some parts of 
Instructions in U.S. vs. Kirkland, trial for Perjury - 
Monday. 

-13th – 
Prepared Application for Preliminary Permit for 
location of the waters of Thumb Creek, at Hyder, 
Alaska, for power purposes, for Joe Gresu & 
others.  
Am interested in the matter with him. 

-14th – 
Kehoe got back today - things at Wrangell 
generally all right. 
Got Gaughan sent down to Ketchikan with bond - 
$1000.00  Court held with us on Libby Case - No 
mail yet. 

Diary 34, 1922 
October 15-16 

15th – 
Dan Sutherland in town again today on 
“Northwestern”. Says everything westward o.k. 
Came in with Marshall, Prohibition Enforcement 
officer, - both criticizing U. S. Attorney Shoup & 
nudge Reed, for appointing Democrats to office. 
Sent answering telegram to Attorney Danl. 
Trefthen, Seattle, saying in my judgment Chap 42. 
Sess. L. 1921 is void for discrimination etc. 

-16th – 
Assisted U. S. Atty. in prosecution of J. W. 
Kirkland, for perjury - Slow witnesses - slow 
counsel & doubtful jury. 

Diary 34, 1922 
October 17 

-17th – 
Assisted in trial of U.S. v Kirkland, for Perjury - 
Henry Roden for defendant. 
Its a close case - though I think we made a clear 
presentation of the evidence & that we are entitled 
to a verdict -but there are two or three bootleggin 
scamps on the jury & we may lose out. 
Still we presented the case fully , and if we lose its 
because of the said jurors who would not convict 
under any circumstances or on any evidence. 
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Sutherland in tonight - he is very indignant at 
Judge Reed & Shoups for their bitter &partisan 
attacks on Judge Marshall, Prohibition Officer -& 
the End is not yet. 

Diary 34, 1922 
October 17-18 

17 
Received a nice letter of invitation from Wrangell 
Igloo of Pioneers to meet with them tomorrow 
evening -Alaska Day! 
Sent telegram tonight regretting my inability to be 
present & saying some nice things. 

-18th – 
Alaska Day - Alaskas 55- Birthday! 
The jury in the case of U.S. v. Kirkland, hung out 
for 23 hours and could not agree - and the Court 
finally discharged them without rendering any 
Verdict. 
Received from E. L. Sheehan, of 2829, 28th St. 
N.W., Washington D.C. a fine file of “The 
Metlakatlan”, a small paper published by Father 
Wm Duncan, at Metlakatla - 8 numbers - the whole 
except No. 3, which he did not have.  I wrote & 
thanked him. 

Diary 34, 1922 
October 19-20 

-19th – 
Working on Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law & 
Decree in the Tjosevig case. 
Judge Reed today set the Kirkland case for re-trial 
on the 30th day of this month. - useless till 
“Frozenfoot” Johnson is arrested - and convicted! 

-20th – 
Sutherland back in town - on the warpath against 
Arthur Shoup, U. S. Atty. in favor of John B. 
Marshall, U. S. Prohibition Officer.  Finished 
findings in Tjosevig Case. 
Debbie is packing & will go to Philadelphia next 
week to visit Darrell & Jane. 
Had conference with Pullen, Electric Light man 
today about establishing plant in Hyder - Wrote 
Green, Hyder. 

Diary 34, 1922 
October 21 

-21st – 
There is war among the faithful. 
Sutherland is “howling like a wolf” after Arthur 
Shoups blood. - political blood! 
He had a set-to with Gov. Bone today - the latter 
defended, Arthur & Dan, denounced. The Gov. 
grew hysterical & nervous - shaky and querulous. - 
& the end is not yet. 
Dan has agreed to have a conference with Shoup 
& also with Judge Reed, whom he also denounces 
for unfaithfulness in retaining the Democratic 
Clerks, etc. and altogether they are just having one 
hell of a time.  I feel like the old woman when her 
husband & the bear were fighting, “I dont care 
which one wins, let ‘em fight.” 
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Diary 34, 1922 
October 22-25 

-22nd – 
Mrs. W. & I had dinner with Mr. & Mrs. Kehoe - in 
their new home - and a nice dinner, too. K. is quite 
an artist and showed us his small paintings - very 
well done. 

-24th – 
Served Findings of Fact & Conclusions of Law in 
Tjosevig case. 
Working on Brief in Mabry Case. 

-25- 
Getting Debbies trunks packed ready to start to 
Philadelphia on “Princess Mary” in the morning - to 
visit Darrell & Jane.  
Busy also in office. 

Diary 34, 1922 
October 26-28 

26th – 
Mrs. Wickersham left Juneau this morning at 7 
a.m. on the SS. Prince Mary bound for Philad- to 
spend a month with Darrell and Jane. & thence to 
El Centro. Cal. for the winter - in the Imperial 
Valley. 
Busy day in the office. 

-27th – 
Worked in office - Brief Mabry case, etc. Snow on 
the mountains. 

-28th – 
Sutherland made his address to Juneau tonight at 
the “Palace Theater” - pretty good speech 
generally - & a bitter attack on Judge Reed & U. S. 
Atty. Shoup for appointing Morrisey, Com. at 
Ketchikan 

Diary 34, 1922 
October 29 

-29th – 
Had dinner with Dr. S. Hall Young.  Dan Sutherland 
present. Dan is quite satisfied with 
his attack on Judge Reed & Shoup, - and I quite 
sympathize with him in the manor, of course. 
The trouble really has its foundation in Gov. Bones 
apposition to John B. Marshall, Prohibition office, 
whom the Gov. is trying to remove & whom Reed & 
Shoup are also seeking to discredit. 
Dan is supporting Marshall - & the merry war goes 
on. I have just suggested to Dan that Marshall be 
persuaded to go out to Anchorage & organize his 
work & stay 3 months or so till the storm settles. 

Diary 34, 1922 
October 30-31 

-30th – 
Recd. Night letter telegram from Debbie, saying 
she had arrived in Vancouver, B. C. & was o.k. and 
ready to go out on C.P.R. at 8 oclock- two hours 
after arrival. 
Am assisting trial. States V Anderson. 

-31st – 
Sutherland had dinner with me last night - he & 
Gov. Bone are quarreling over Dan’s attack on 
Judge Reed & Shoup. Dan says Gov. wants to see 
me - I will not go till Gov. asks for interview. 
What I anticipate is that the Gov. will ask President 

J:\hist_docs\wickersham\ASL-MS0107-5-34.doc 



Alaska State Library - Historical Collections, PO Box 110571, Juneau AK 99811-0571 
Diary of James Wickersham. Jan. 1, 1922 to May 16, 1923. 
MS 107 BOX 5 DIARY 34 
 

Harding will ask for Marshall’s removal & the Pres. 
will remove him out of hand. (Over) 

Diary 34, 1922 
October 31- 
November 1 

31 
Late this afternoon the Gov. asked me to come to 
his office & there asked me to relate the facts 
concerning the refusal of Shoup to arrest 
“Frozenfoot” Johnson - which I did.  However, he is 
so prejudiced against Marshall that nothing will 
persuade him to be fair toward him! 

-Nov 1st – 
Invited to/dinner at Judge Cobbs tonight: present 
Mr. & Mrs. Cobb, Gov. & Mrs. Bone, Col. Steese, 
Delegate Dan Sutherland & I.  Col Steese talked 
much of his this summers trip to Siberia & Japan, - 
Gov & Mrs. Bone of the “baby” their granddaughter 
= Shirley Ann Starr, who recently came to the 
Governor’s Mansion. 

We began today the second trial of U.S. v  
Kirkland for perjury in which I am assisting the 
prosecution. 

Diary 34, 1922 
November 2-3 

Nov. 2nd  
Second days trial of U.S. v. Kirkland. 
Also catching up with correspondence in the office. 

3rd  
Trial of U.S. v Kirkland concluded & submitted to 
Jury - after 3 hours Jury verdict “Not Guilty.” 
We made out a perfect case on both the evidence 
and the law, but the community is so prejudiced on 
the matter of liquor cases that jurors will not convict 
in contested cases -except when the defendant is 
without friends or money to employ lawyers & 
witnesses. 

Diary 34, 1922 
November 4 

-4th  
Court passed on motions etc, with us on some, 
against us on others - the usual grist. 
Nothing new, Recd. a letter from Gov. Bone saying 
the Alaska Eng. Com. having charge of the Govt. 
Railroad would take over two Army boats on the 
Tanana and Yukon rivers to run in connection with 
that road & would need an appropriation for their 
support & asking me to write to my friends in 
Congress for such assistance etc. 
Wrote long letter to Chas. B. Smith of Buffalo N. Y. 
& through him to Wm M. Bennett about coal lease 
at Matanuska - and also about my loan to Bennett 
of $5000.00. 

Diary 34, 1922 
November 5-6 

-5th – 
Sent telegram, night letter, to Jack Sutherland, 
Hyder, asking for political assistance for Frank 
Aldrich, candidate for Ter. Senator.  Sunday, but 
worked on brief on appeal case of U.S. v Mabry, 
habeas corpus to C. Ct. of Appeals, S.F. 

-6th – 
The Internal Rev- office had held I must pay an 
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additional income tax of $525. & must appeal to the 
Com.  Tough but I’ll appeal ok. 
Working -n office.  Wrote letter to Shoup, U.S. Atty. 
asking him to rearrest J.W. Kirkland, for last two 
perjuries on last two trials. 

Diary 34, 1922 
November 7-8 

Nov 7th  
Election Day -fine weather. 
Tonight - Republican Legislative ticket in this Div. 
elected, & Dan Sutherland has big majority. 

-8th – 
Going out to Dinner with Sec. Carl Theile - Gov & 
Mrs. Boone & Judge Reed to be present. 
Filed Articles of Incorporation of Cripple Creek 
Mining Company in Sec. Ter. office $40.00. 
Had a pleasant dinner out at Thieles - walked out 
with Gov. Bone & back with Judge Reed - no 
politics - just friendly talk about Eskimo on the 
Kuskokwim etc. 

Diary 34, 1922 
November 9 

-9th – 
Wrote long letter & sent data to Senator LaFollette 
in attempt to secure his assistance in breaking the 
hold the Alaska Steamship Co has secured on the 
Govt. Railroad through a “secret agreement” in 
fixing rates, whereby the SS. Col secures a large 
percentage for all freight hauled over the railroad - 
coming to the terminals from their boats.  They get 
their ocean rates, & if the freight then goes over the 
Ry. they get an additional sum - from 50 to 150% in 
addition!! 
Wrote the letter appealing to the Senate to 
investigate - get the facts & then to tear the SS Co. 
loose - it is a heavy burden on interior shippers - & 
without precedent, law or justice. 

Diary 34, 1922 
November 10 

10th – 
Recd. letter from Shoup, U.S. Atty, declining to 
prosecute Kirkland for perjury in two last cases - 
but referring the matter to the Department of 
Justice. 
Sent in my bill for services in assisting in two trials 
of Kirkland & $75000 
Also took an appeal today from decision of Dep. 
Com. of Int. Rev, to the Commissioner - will then 
pay under protest and bring suit to recover. 
No mail north - or south for more than a week - 
boat leave Seattle tomorrow with mail - may get 
letter from Debbie. 

11th – 
Working on Brief in Mabry case - appeal to Circuit 
Ct. of Appeals. 

Diary 34, 1922 
November 12-13 

-12- 
No mail for 10 days - & none hoped for for some 
days more.  Finished Brief in Mabry case. 
I sent the following telegram to John Frame tonight: 
“Juneau, Nov. 12, 1922.” 
John W. Frame, Hyder, Alaska 
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Mrs Mckinnon will pay five hundred dollars for five 
thousand dollars with which we can pay Dugas on 
December fifth.  Shall we take it I say yes. Answer 
promptly. 

“Wickersham” 
-13th – 

Assisted Cobb today in trial of Eikland v Casey & 
Shattuck - damage case. 
Also tonight writing up the record 
 
[clipping] 

Local Men Organize  
Company To Develop  

Property At Hyder 
Articles of incorporation of the Cripple Creek 

Mining Company were filed today in the office of 
the Clerk of the U.S. District Court.  It is a local 
concern, three of the incorporators residing here 
and the company’s headquarters being located 
here.   

The incorporators are Judge James Wickersham, 
Lockie McKinnon, J. W. Kehoe, John W. Frame 
and Henry Hummel, all of whom have been elected 
as directors for the first year. The company has an 
authorized capital stock issue of $1,000,000 
consisting of 10,000 shares having a par value of 
$100 each.   
The property of the company is said to be located 
at Ten Mile, near Hyder, on the American side of 
the International boundary.  It consists of a group 
of several claims on which some development 
work is now being done by a small crew.  Twenty 
feet of tunnel have been driven in from an exposed 
vein carrying gold, silver and copper values.  
Assays made are claimed to be highly 
encouraging. 

Diary 34, 1922 
November 13-16 

13 
in the formation of the Cripple Creek Mining Co. at 
Hyder, Alaska. 

-14th – 
Assisted Cobb to try Eikland v Casy & Shattuck - 
also writing up the minutes of Stockholders & 
Directors meetings of Cripple Creek Mining 
Company. 

-15- 
Eckland v Casey, et. al. today - 
“Alameda” in today from Seward - many interior 
people, Dick Wood, Bishoprick, & others on board. 
Received a letter from Debbie written while resting 
in Chicago - says she stood trip fine. 

-16- 
Jerry Eikland case decided against us. 

Diary 34, 1922 
November 17 

-17th  
Cobb thinks Judge Reed gave wrong instructions 
to the jury in the Eikland case - so he will appeal. 
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Kehoe and I have been industriously writing up the 
Company books - Cripple Creek Mining Co & 
Alaska Exploration Co & will take them with me to 
Hyder so the Board of Directors of each can see 
them and satisfy themselves they are honest & well 
kept. 
 
[clipping] 

SEIMS & CARLSON  
TAKE CONTRACT TO  

BUILD RAILROAD 
Will Put in Railroad from Hy- 

der Harbor to Interna- 
tional Boundary Line. 

G. A. Carlson of Siems & Carlson, road builders, 
arrived in Juneau on the Spokane from Ketchikan.  
Mr. Carlson has been to Hyder to look over the 
Salmon River Valley, his firm having a contract to 
build a railroad up the Salmon River Valley from 
the Ryder harbor to the international boundary line, 
a distance of about 12 miles, according to the 
Hyder Miner. Regarding the project the Miner says: 

“The road will be financed by Chas. F. Caldwell 
and associates who have organized the Portland 
Canal Railroad and Terminal Co., with Mr. Caldwell 
as president.  The latter said that their plans 
contemplate the extension of the road to the north 
end of the Salmon Basin in the not far distant 
future.  This will be in British Columbia.  Work is to 
be started as soon as possible. 

“Mr. Carlson left Thursday for Juneau to confer 
with Territorial officials, and from there will go to 
Spokane, where Siems & Carlson have their main 
office. 

“While in Hyder Mr. Caldwell and Mr. Carlson 
went over the proposed route and Mr. Carlson 
ascertained the nature of the work to be done.  He 
also secured data as to ties and other timber, of 
which he found an abundant supply.  Between the 
waterfront and Nine-mile there is only one short 
piece of rock grading to be done, but beyond Nine-
mile the work will be rather heavy. 

“On the Alaska side of the line there are at least  
a dozen groups of claims on which extensive work 
is being done or will soon commence, all of which 
will be served by the road, and by the time the 
steel can be laid there will be a large tonnage of 
high-grade and medium-grade ore to be brought to 
the harbor. With rail transportation, ores that have 
been in the past two low grade to ship, can be 
handled with a substantial margin of profit.” 

Diary 34, 1922 
November 17-18 

-17th continued. 
We held a meeting of the Board of Directors of the 
Copper Creek Mining Co. at my office tonight; 
present Kehoe, Lockie McKinnon & I -.all minutes 
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of previous meetings read, deeds exhibited & 
everything approved. 
Gave McKinnon stock certificate for 50 shares - 
$5000.00 for which Mrs. McKinnon will pay $500.00 
tomorrow - with which I will pay Dugas his Dec. 5, 
1922 payment of $500.00 

-18th – 
Snowing - Attended Catholic Bazaar last night -
booths - drawings - etc. 
If Jim McCloskey should do it the Pros. Atty, would 
arrest him “every hour.”  Assisted Mrs. Berry, my 
boarding house keeper in gambling for a turkey – 
but, we were unlucky & drew “water haul. 

Diary 34, 1922 
November 19 

-19th – 
Sunday - but Kehoe and I worked all day in 
preparing instructions in case of McHugh v Alaska 
SS. Co. which I will try in Ketchikan court.  Have 
my trunk packed & will go on the “Spokane” tonight 
or tomorrow, with Judge Reed & court officials, to 
Ketchikan - after court there will to go Hyder & 
thence to Seattle. 
Kehoe goes with me to Wrangell.  We have 
completed organization of the Alaska Exploration 
Co. and I will take all the papers to Hyder for 
exhibition to the members of the Co. then for 
transaction of business. 

Diary 34, 1922 
November 20-21 

-20th – 
Finishing up Instructions to Jury in the case of 
McHugh v Alaska SS Co. to be tried in Ketchikan 
so that I will be ready when I get there.  Left 
Juneau late this evening on “Spokane” - Kehoe 
will go with me to Wrangell to work on the Mathison 
Est. 

-21st – 
Petersburg this morning - good visit with McGregor 
& others.  Wrangell this evening.  Found Grant.  
Sinclair & Shurick excited with an offer from J.G. 
Galvin, to buy our Harding Creek scheme 

Diary 34, 1922 
November 21-22 

21 
for $30,000 & they gave me date from which to 
draw contract of sale.  Churchill also going with me 
to Ketchikan in the matter of the case of Mason v 
Churchill for refusing Indian the right to vote in the 
primary election in April last. 

-22nd – 
Working today in court getting McHugh, Backus & 
other cases ready for trial. Have only one criminal 
case - U.S. v. Gaughan - shooting case. 
Received 2 letters from Debbie - she is greatly 
pleased with Jane - Darrell’s wife - Good. 

Diary 34, 1922 
November 23-25 

-23d- 
Filed Answer in Mason v Churchill. 
Also getting evidence in U.S. v Gaughan & 
McHugh v Alaska Steamship Co. 
Working on several of my cases. 
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-24th – 
Working up evidence & pleadings in my cases.  
Cannot get to a trial in any case till next week. 
Three boats in today going north - “Alameda, 
“Admiral Watson,” & “Princess Mary.” 
Jack Sutherland from Ryder came over from Prince 
Rupert. 

-25th – 
Court granted City of Ketchikan leave to file 
objections to our Findings signed in Sept. because 
Shoup, Sr. was not Atty for City - when. I served 
him! 

Diary 34, 1922 
November 26-27 

-26th – 
Sunday - raining - nothing much doing. Zeigler for 
Alaska SS. Co. offers settlement in McHugh case - 
$1250- not enough but McHugh has agreed to 
accept.  Too bad for we have a good case for four 
times that sum & I am ready! 

-27th – 
Agreed with U.S. Dist. Atty. that Gaughan might 
plead guilty to minor offense & get 30 days in jail. 
Judge Reed also consented.  Busy on details of 
cases in court.  20 years ago S.A. Hemple 
(Oklahoma Bill) was the banker & big merchant at 
Valdes. Now he is broke & selling raincoats from 
house to house here in Ketchikan! 

Diary 34, 1922 
November 28 

-28th – 
Greatly surprised this morning when Judge Reed 
informed me that he would not permit Gaughan to 
plead to minor offense & take light punishment.  
Must now go on trial on Friday. 
Also Ziegler says he cannot settle the case of 
McHugh & Alaska S.S. Co - as to this I am satisfied 
- since I think I have a good case against the Co. 
and hope to get more than they formerly suggested 
paying  $1250.00 
Jack Sutherland vent back to Hyder today - sent 
draft for $500. to Frame to pay Jerome Dugas 
amount due on Dec. 5th on Cripple Creek claims. 

Diary 34, 1922 
November 29 

-29th – 
Received telegram this morning as follows: 

“Wrangell, Alaska, Nov. 28, 1922. 
James Wickersham, Ketchikan. 

Galvin on account of delay here and holiday 
season re quested extension for first-payment until 
February second of which we are willing to grant 
no other changes to be made in contract stop is it 
acceptable to you would like to see you on way 
north answer immediately. 

W. D. Grant. 
To which I answered as follows:  

“Juneau, Nov. 29, 1922 
W.D. Grant, Wrangell, Alaska. 
I agree to extend time for first payment till February 
second. 
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James Wickersham” 
Getting evidence ready for trial of Gaughan - 
shooting with intent to kill. 
Thug Turner in the Cotters “bootlegging” joint about 
a year ago. Its a close case and I’ve got a hard job, 
for they are all bad ‘uns, on both sides - principals, 
witnesses & all. 

Diary 34, 1922 
November 30 

-30th – 
Finished reading “Babbitt” by Sinclair Lewis - its 
rather an expose of the average small man’s 
manners, morals, and mind - its quite truthful - but 
too much like poking around in the laundry bag. 
Am invited out to eat Turkey with the Rivards = had 
a fine dinner & a very pleasant evening at Rivards - 
Heckman & wife, Gore & I & the Rivards & we 
talked of old times -Alaska, the improvements in 
lighting, transportation in Alaska etc. and had an 
enjoyable time. 
Got letter on “Spokane” from Debbie - good. 

Diary 34, 1922 
December 1-3 

December 1st 
Tried the case of U.S. v Gaughan, shooting with 
intent to kill today.  Got evidence all in and will 
argue case to jury in the morning. 

-2nd – 
Hard fight with Maltby over the Gaughan case - but 
I won.  The jury found him “Not guilty.” 
A beautiful day. 

-3d- 
Sunday & a glorious sunshine. 
The “Alameda” from westward loaded with people 
from the Interior - from Fairbanks, Kantishna, 
Nenana, Anchorage & Seward going “outside.” 

Diary 34, 1922 
December 3 

3 
Leroy from Moose Creek, Matanuska, came to see 
me - & wants me to go to San Francisco to assist 
him in capitalizing & organizing his Moose Creek 
Coal Mines -promised to go down in February to 
help - he to report on what happens in his 
preliminary efforts this trip. 
Letters from Kehoe - one from Aultman, Akron, 
Ohio, wanting me to assist him in gathering up 
judgments etc. against the Funter Bay Gold Min. 
Co. - will do it, of course.  Had dinner with Hurts - a 
pleasant visit also. Wrote letters to Debbie & 
Darrell. 

Diary 34, 1922 
December 4 

-4th – 
Working on cases for trial & other cases.  
Employed by property owners on front street in 
condemnation case -good case.  Recd. letter from 
Joe Kehoe - he has succeeded in getting in fee of 
$500. in Mathison Est. promised me by Judge 
Reed, & also other fees.  Also received letter from 
Altman, of Akron, which I must answer at once.  
Letter from Debbie - she is now on the way to El 
Centro, Cavil - but will stop off in Texas & visit 
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Lucille.  In her letter was pleased to hear Mr. Martin 
our Tacoma minister of 25 years ago lecturer in 
Phil. Acad. of Music.” 

Diary 34, 1922 
December 5-6 

-5th – 
Got Ketchikan Delinquent Tax Case record 
straightened out again.  Also judgment in Lake v 
Adams.  Telegraphed Joe for date about Matheson 
Estate - 2 prospective lawyers here & want data.   
Sent papers etc. to Debbie’s address E. Centro. 
Cal. Barbara Worth Hotel. 

-6th – 
Busy with cases.  Wrote letter to G.W. Aultman, 
Akron, Ohio, in answer to his offer to buy Robe 
judgment against Funter Bay Mines - gave him 
plan to get mines-cheap - buying judgment etc. 
Wrote to Debbie also. 

Diary 34, 1922 
December 6-7 

6 
Victoria in harbor going south with a lot of interior 
people aboard.  Grant Murdock etc. Ben Sherman 
& family - old Fairbanks banker etc. 
Jack McCord, from Kanatak - the Cold Bay Oil 
fields called & talked an hour about suits etc. there. 

-7th – 
Galom, pulp & paper promoter, who took option on 
our Harding Creek project, back of Wrangell, on 
boat going south tonight, says Harding Creek dam 
site the best in Alaska, etc. & thinks he will be able 
to finance the scheme. 
We gave him option for $30,000 - which I own one 
fifth. 

Diary 34, 1922 
December 8-9 

-8th – 
Nothing much - waiting till my turn comes to try the 
McHugh case.  in the meantime getting other 
litigation t business ready. 

-9th – 
Judge Reed notified Zeigler, attorney for 
defendant, in McHugh Alaska SS. Co. that he must 
file motion for continuance on Monday morning or 
go to jail - which is the action I want.  Court slow & 
I am waiting for trial in the case.  
Nothing unusual just work. 

Diary 34, 1922 
December 10-11 

-10th – 
Sunday - dinner with Mr. & Mrs. Hurt - one of her 
usual excellent spreads. 

-11th – 
Judge Reed continued McHugh v Alaska SS. Co. 
till next term on motion of the Dept. and against my 
earnest protest. 
Sent package of Stock signed by Kehoe & I - 
myself - to John W. Frame, by purser little steamer 
“Carmen.” 
Also check for $4035 to pay act of Cripple Creek 
Min. Co. for powder. 
Dinner tonight with Mr. & Mrs. J. M. Shoup, - Mrs. 
Larson & Emma also present. 
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Diary 34, 1922 
December 12-13 

-12- 
Started the day with a breakfast on “Little Pig 
Sausage” & ended with stomach poisoning. 
Was invited out to Fred. Handy’s to dinner but too 
sick to go. 

-13th – 
Darn near died last night, but finally got the 
contents of my stomach started both up and down, 
and though sick all night feel better this morning. - 
Worked on preparation of Complaint in Lynch case 
- Dinner with Handy family - Conference with 
Campbell & others about sale of the 
Matheson Store at Wrangell, etc. etc. 

Diary 34, 1922 
December 14 

Dec. 14, 1922. 
This day bought from J.R. Heckman three large 
record books containing 1st a written record of the 
organization of town government in Sitka Alaska, 
1867-73; 2nd Record of Ordinances, Resolutions 
etc. 3rd Record of Mayors Court for same town & 
time. 

Heckman tells me that some years ago he met  
Hills, formerly Clerk of the District Court in Juneau 
under Judge Brown, (M. C. Brown), & loaned him 
$200. on certain personal property including 

Diary 34, 1922 
December 14-15 

14 
these books, with the agreement that if the money 
was not repaid in 6 mo. the property should 
become that of Heckman: 
After the time had long expired he notified Hills that 
the case was closed & Hills -being unable to pay 
agreed the property should be Heckman’s - 
Heckman sold me these three books for which I 
paid him $50.00 in cash.  Am sending them with 
my court papers, by John B. Marshall, to my office 
in Juneau on SS. “Spokane.” 

-15- 
Busy preparing my complaint in Lynch case 
involving Indian title to tide lands. 
Telegram from Judge Thomas Wrangell, saying he 
is coming on “Victoria” to consult 

Diary 34, 1922 
December 16-17 

-16th – 
Judge Thomas of Wrangell, mane on “Victoria” last 
night to consult with me- & Judge Reed - about 
plan of settling Matheson Estate, at Wrangell. 
Busy today getting Complaint in Lynch case signed 
& ready for court. 
Letter & Christmas Cards to Debbie. 
She must be, by this time, at El Centro, Cal. where 
I addressed my letter today - at Barbara Worth 
Hotel. 

-17th – 
Sunday, but drew Petition in Matheson Est. 
conference with Thomas & prepared Order. 
Judge Reed, Judge Thomas, Polly & I had dinner 
tonight with the Heckman’s. 
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Much snow & cold weather for 10 days is melting 
tonight with warm rain from sou’easter, tonight. 

Diary 34, 1922 
December 18-19 

-18th – 
Filed complaint etc. in Lynch v Collings, et. al. 
made service & got case on record O.K. 
Also finished papers in Est. F. Matheson & Judge 
Thomas carried them back to Wrangell with him 
tonight. 
About ready now to go to Seattle. 

-19th – 
Finished up some small matter today & am now 
ready to go to Puget Sound. 
Ole Hanson, of Hyder, one of Jack Sutherlands & - 
John Frames “partners “ took me to dinner. 
Ole is a Swede - 45, years old, & rover since he 
was 10 - a sailor - loner, etc. etc. 
He has wandered the world over, and is now going 
to Bell Isle Hot Springs to boil out the Hyder hooch! 

Diary 34, 1922 
December 20-21 

20th – 
Waited all day for the “Spokane” - got on board at 
11 p.m. & we will go out about 6 in the morning 
Raining & snow all gone. 

-21- 
Ned. Maltby, Dep. U. S. Dist. Atty. died in 
Ketchikan last night - Mrs. M & two boys. 
Poor Maltby - he was a good trial lawyer, he 
formerly resided in Fairbanks, Iditarod etc. 
Fine day on boat - quiet & we are making good 
time.  I have listened to Cheney - second hand 
man in Fairbanks etc. tell his story again today - 
especially early days in Fairbanks & on the Yukon. 

Diary 34, 1922 
December 22-23 

-22- 
Queen Charlottes Sound - to Seymour Narrows - 
too late & had to anchor till midnight. 

23- 
Fine day across Gulf of Georgia. 
Reached Seattle about 7 p.m.  Went to Frye Hotel - 
two good letters from Debbie.  Sent her a night 
letter by telegraph announcing arrival & wishing her 
Merry Christmas & Happy New Year - 
Telephone Jennie, at Enumclaw - Mother is well & 
they want me to come up tomorrow - 
Raining a Deluge. 

Diary 34, 1922 
December 24 

-24th – 
Axel Hanson - “A.G.”- came for me at one oclock, 
in automobile driven by his brother-in-law. 
John Anderson - with him Mrs. Fleming who is 
going to Enumclaw with him to Christmas Dinner at 
Grandma Hanson’s.  When we got out into 
Enumclaw they stopped at a great new house - 
next block west of Jennie’s - & then I learned they 
are to be married in a few days. 
I attended the Hanson dinner with Mother & Jen. 
About 40 children & grand children, son-in laws, 
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etc. much noise, many presents & a cheerful 
evening after a good dinner. 

Diary 34, 1922 
December 25-26 

-25- 
A. G.” & Mrs. Fleming brought me back to Hotel 
Frye today from Enumclaw - had a very pleasant 
trip, a good dinner & a joyful visit with Mother & Jen 
Letter from Debbie at El Centro, Cal - she is not 
pleased with El Centro & thinks of Los Angeles. 
I shall telegraph her money tomorrow & advise Los 
Angeles. 
Tired and go to bed early. 

-26th – 
A busy day. Went over my bond in safety deposit 
box at Dexter Horton National Bank, clipped 
coupons turned in bonds called for payment. 

Diary 34, 1922 
December 26 

26 
Also went over Darrells bonds - sent four to San 
Francisco for exchange for permanent bonds, 
cashed four called for payment, & sent him Four 
Hundred dollars therefore, also $101. in coupons, 
etc. Wrote him letter. 
Sent Debbie $300. and wrote her good letter 
suggesting she go to Los Angeles if she wished & 
also sent her night letter by telegraph - of comfort & 
advice money coming. 
Saw good many Alaskans about matters important 
to them. Good many callers. 
Act. at Bank satisfactory. 

Diary 34, 1922 
December 27-28 

-27th – 
Sent flowers to burial service of Ned Maltby - 
buried today at St. Clements church in Seattle. 
Attended to my glasses - Dr. F. Bentley, ocultist, 
examined them & prescribed glasses - Conferred 
with Wright, Kelleher, & Allen about Libby case - 
Friday. 
Attended dinner with Allen at Seattle Bar Assoc. 
meeting in Frye Hotel - a business meeting. 

-28th – 
Over to Tacoma this morning - Went to Hopping’s 
office for my statement - will be ready tomorrow 
when I come back -& when 

Diary 34, 1922 
December 28 

28 
we will go to examine to ranch. 
Also went to State Hist Soc. rooms - Saw Bonney 
& searched for - and found - my family records. 
Had talk with S.A. Perkins & am to see him 
tomorrow -about Hyder Mines. 
Back to Seattle - dinner with Ed. & Mrs. Russell - 
E.A. Collins daughter present & Mrs. Russells 
mother.  Mrs. Hudson of Juneau - Hudson v 
Hudson came to see me about her case - Hudson 
is not paying the sum Judge Reed decreed he 
should pay for support of family - I am to attend to 
it when I go back to Juneau. 
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Diary 34, 1922 
December 29 

-29th – 
Over at Tacoma - out to the farm - looks fine. 
Railroad crossing on my south line has been put in 
& will give front outlet on paved Puyallup road - fine 
improvement. 
Settlement accounts with W.P. Hopping & Co. - I 
have balance of $6,462.62 to my credit. 
Had conference with S.A. Perkins - about Admiralty 
Island Coal & oil scheme & Hyder mines. 
He suggested that I make a report of facts on each 
& he would then have an expert examine both – 
satisfactory (over) 

Diary 34, 1922 
December 29-31 

29 
Also conference tonight, in Seattle with Allen, my 
associate attorney in the Libby case, limitation of 
liability in admiralty case. 

-30th – 
Bought new suit - Tailor Stone - the Tailor - $100.00 
Conference with Allen, about Libby admiralty case.  
Attended many small matters. 

-31st – 
Sunday.  Went to Buckley on morning auto Stage 
bus. 
Passed through Enumclaw & went on to Buckley to 
see Uncle Tom & Aunt Kate & 

Diary 34, 1922 
December 31- 
January 1, 1923 

31 
Harry - Latter not at home - all up to Jennies. 
Spent the afternoon with Tom & Kate - who got me 
a good dinner.  Left Kate & Maud each a box of 
Candy. 
Stage for Enumclaw at 5 oclock - Arrived at Jen’s 
just as they had finished a great family dinner - all 
the Hansons, & Mother & Harry. 
Spent the evening with them, pleasantly. 

January 1, 1923. 
Jen & I went to inspect her new house. 
Called on Maggie McNichols, who was 

Diary 34, 1923 
January 1-2 

1 
glad to see me as usual. 
Harold Hanson – Jen’s son, & 2 of his boy friends 
brought me to Auburn in Jen’s new Sedan. 
Mother came down that far with me & went back 
with the boys. 
Came on to Seattle on Stage. 

-2nd – 
Went over to Tacoma - arranged my finances in 
Hoppings & out to, State Hist. Soc. rooms to see 
Bonney & got some books. 
Back to Seattle - at Six - Jen telephoned & insisted 
that I come out to Mrs. Booles to dinner - went, & 
then with them to Orpheum. 

Diary 34, 1923 
January 3 

-3d- 
Got my glasses, fitted my new suit, etc. etc. 
Years ago - 1906 - or 1907, young Roy Hobart was 
in a scrape in Fairbanks - young son of my old 
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Tacoma friend Col C. W. Hobart - he met me in the 
hotel lobby tonight & came over to a quiet corner to 
assure me that he was not as bad in 1907 as he 
look’d - but is now head of Puget Sound 
& Alaska Powder Co., Married & a business man of 
good standing, etc. (Truly I do not remember the 
charges against him & if he had not mentioned it 
first 

Diary 34, 1923 
January 3 

3 
it was forgotten, but with the strange perversity of 
one long ago charged - as he & I both were - he 
thought I remembered every detail of his trial & 
knew him & probably thought I gazed at him with 
distrust - when, the truth is, I did not remember him 
& do not now know what he was charged with). 
 
[Roy Hobart’s business card] 
Vulcan 
Kick in Every Stick 
Explosives 
Puget Sound & Alaska 
Powder Co. 
307 Pioneer Bldg. 
Seattle, Wash. 
 
Washington Dispatches say Sec. Fall will resign 
Mch 4th . (Over) 

Diary 34, 1923 
January 3 

3 
[clipping] 

SECRETARY FALL RESIGNS. 
The Resignation of Albert B. Fall, Secretary of the 
Interior, which was forecast by the Capital City 
Bureau of the Seattle Times two weeks ago, was 
definitely confirmed at the White House today. 
Secretary Fill will leave the Cabinet March 4. 

While it is undoubtedly true that Secretary Fall 
has large stock raising interests in New Mexico, 
which require his personal attention, it is no secret 
in Washington, D.C., that he was deeply 
disappointed at being unable to carry out his policy 
of development of Alaska’s resources in a 
businesslike way. The long overdue legislation 
which would cut the bureaucratic strings which 
have held Alaska back is not likely to pass at the 
present session of Congress or the next. 

One of the serious stumbling blocks in the way of 
Alaska reforms was the failure of the plan to 
transfer the Forestry Service from the Department 
of Agriculture to the Department of the Interior. 
While one department administered one class of 
public lands another department had control of an 
entirely different set.  The result was confusion 
which made it possible to make progress toward a 
wise development of the Northland’s resources.  In 
blocking the plan, the Pinchot conservationists are 
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credited with victory. 
The administration at Washington, D.C., has 

been favorable to the adoption of a broad, 
constructive program for Alaska, but the certainty 
of precipitating a row with the conservation group 
made postponement of the step seem advisable.  
Other problems of nearer consequence engaged 
the attention of the administration, and it could not 
be forgotten that a similar controversy had 
unpleasant results during the Taft regime. 
The bureaus which attempt to control Alaska’s 
affairs from a distance of five thousand miles are 
powerful, and so far they have been able to keep 
their authority intact.  The effect of this policy is to 
retard Alaska’s growth and to postpone fulfillment 
of hopes that Alaskans have entertained for the 
last twelve years. 

There is a general feeling of regret among 
friends of Alaska that Secretary Fall has decided to 
leave public life. Much was expected of him 
because of his good intentions and understanding. 
Alaska will lose a valued friend. 

 
On the next page is an editorial following that 
above, both in the Seattle Times of yesterday: 

Diary 34, 1923 
January 3 

3 
ALASKA RAIL TRAFFIC. 

Alaska Transportation this year will be improved 
by the government railroad’s operation of its own 
steamboats on interior rivers in the Northland.  Not 
only will traffic conditions be beneficial but the 
railway will increase its revenue and, as a 
consequence, further reduce its deficit. 

With inauguration of steamboat service by the 
railroad on the Tanana and Yukon Rivers, the 
White Pass and Yukon Route will discontinue 
steamboat operations on the lower Yukon River. 
Until the building of the Government railroad from 
Seward on the Coast to Fairbanks on the Tanana 
River in the interior, the White Pass Company ran 
its boats between Whitehorse, the interior terminus 
of its White Pass Railway, and Dawson, and down 
the Yukon River to the mouth of the Tanana and up 
the Tanana to Fairbanks as well as down the entire 
length of the Yukon to St Michael. It controlled 
upper Yukon traffic and was a prominent factor in 
lower Yukon business. 

When the government railroad began a train 
service between Seward and Fairbanks, it 
deflected the traffic of the Fairbanks region to itself, 
and the White Pass Company quit operating boats 
on the Tanana. With the elimination of the 
Fairbanks business, the company found the lower 
Yukon traffic unattractive, and did not give it the 
attention previously accorded it. 
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The Government railroad will route its 
steamboats between Nenana, a station on the 
Tanana about fifty miles south of Fairbanks, and 
St. Michael.  It estimates the lower Yukon business 
will return a small profit to its boats and result in 
delivery this year of 3,500 tons of freight to the 
railroad that it did not get last year. 

The White Pass Company will continue to control 
upper Yukon traffic.  It will turn over any business 
originating in the upper Yukon and destined to the 
lower Yukon to the government railroad boats at 
the mouth of the Tanana.  The White Pass boats 
have transported silver and lead ore from the Mayo 
District to St. Michael for transshipment there to 
Tacoma smelters.  In the future the company will 
deliver this freight, averaging 8,000 tons annually, 
to the government railroad at Nenana, where it will 
be loaded in cars and carried to Seward. 

Cooperation on tonnage between the White Pass 
Company and the government railroad is expected 
to develop additional passenger traffic for the rail-
road.  Many tourists will enter the Skagway 
gateway, travel over the White Pass Railroad to 
Whitehorse, thence by White Pass boats to 
Dawson and on to Nenana to take the government 
railroad to Seward. 

The government line last year had a deficit of 
$1,400,000. According to plans of Congress, the 
railway will be allowed $75,000 for steamboats and 
barges and with these facilities, together with the 
usual development of new business, the road this 
year is expected to keep its deficit down to 
$1,000,000. 

The government enterprise is not in state of  
completion.  It is still engaged in bridge building 
and track ballasting.  Yet it is approaching a paying 
basis faster than the most sanguine of the 
advocates of its construction anticipated. 

Diary 34, 1923 
January 4 

4th  
Sent Darrell the $1000.00 which I invested in the 
Goessman Hill mines at Cleary Creek years ago - 
turned out bad so I returned the money. 
Tony Goessman was here today - just from 
Fairbanks & I had conference with him & acted on 
his judgment. 
Had dinner with Harold Hanson, my nephew, at the 
club at Wash. University tonight. 
Other odd jobs - 0.D. Cochran & Jordon to see me 
-want me to represent Jordan in slander case 
against Judge Holzheimer. 

Diary 34, 1923 
January 5 

-5th – 
Over to Tacoma in regard to clearing land - but 
was not able to conclude matter. 
Left authority with Winden of W. P. Hopping etc. to 
let contract for clearing 4 acres at $200 per acre. & 
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left money to pay the bill. 
Troubled with people trying to borrow enough 
money to get back to Alaska - no security except 
their anxiety and of that I have sufficient. 
Called & had a good visit with Mr. & Mrs. E. R. 
Peoples, old Fairbanksans (Over) 

Diary 34, 1923 
January 5-6 

5th continued. 
Yartley, of Wrangell Mill’s called to confer with me 
about reorganizing that Co. - will see me again at 
Vancouver on Monday. 

=6th = 
Saturday.  Bought my ticket to Hyder, paid for my 
new suit of clothes - arranged my money at the 
bank, etc. and am ready to go north tomorrow night 
on the “Prince George.” 
Sam Heeter, Joe Komansky, & other interior 
miners here today - Herb. Wilson, old Cleary Creek 
miner – also (over) 

Diary 34, 1923 
January 6 

6 
Long talk with the boys - Heeter, old Rampart - is 
going out to South Carolina - with money to build a 
saw mill -says he is never coming back! 
Joe Komansky was on the “Tanana Chief” in May 
1903, with me from Chena to the Kantishna River - 
when I went to Mt McKinley! 
Met Grant, of Grant & Giles, who located the 
“Copper Mt.” galena claims 3 years ago, near the 
Muldrow Glacier - he tells me the boys are mining 
on Wickersham Creek, south of Chitsiah on Heart 
Mt. where I located the first Kantishna claim in May 
1903!  He 

Diary 34, 1923 
January 6 

6 
also declared that my fight to keep the McKinley 
Park open to the prospector was a fortunate thing 
for him for the great Copper Mt. strike of Grants & 
Giles lies in the Park & he says they often thanked 
me for that fact.  Greatly enjoyed the meeting & 
talks with the old day miners of Kantishna and 
Cleary. 
My Cleary partner Tony Goessman also enjoyable. 
Gave Ralph Merrill a letter to S.A. Perkins of 
Tacoma, asking him to consider Ralphs Prince 
William Sound mining claims! 

Diary 34, 1923 
January 7-8 

-7th – 
Sunday.  Wrote a letter to Debbie and sent her a 
copy of my letter to Darrell enclosing his $1000 
check, also some clippings etc. 
Left Seattle at 11.45 p.m. on the Grand Trunk 
steamer “Prince George” 

-8th – 
We reached Vancouver at 8:30 this morning. 
Took a walk along Vancouver’s rainy streets; 
Telephone message from Furnivall that he would 
meet me at the Vancouver Hotel at 10. a.m. also 
note from Gartley to same effect -met them & had 
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separate conferences - nothing definite with 
Gartley - just preliminary arrangement about 
reorganizing the 

Diary 34, 1923 
January 8-10 

8 
Wrangell Mill Co on a bigger & broader business 
basis - at a future date. 
Furnivall left the matter of appearing for him in 
appeal case involving Ketchikan taxes, to my 
judgment. 

-9th – 
In Queen Charlottes Sound this forenoon good 
weather and favorable wind. 
At Ocean Falls paper mills for six hours in the 
evening. 

10th  
Reached Prince Rupert at 1:30 p.m. and remained 
till 8 p.m. unloading freight. 
Walked all over the town. 
Sent telegram to Frame, Hyder, asking him to hold 
Ketchikan boat for me. 

Diary 34, 1923 
January 11 

-11th  
Hyder at 6 a.m. 
Harry Hummel met me & had breakfast with me on 
the boat - we went up to Frame’s office - meeting: 
Hummel, 0.C. Hanson, Frame, & I.  They were 
disappointed that I had not made arrangements for 
money for both the Cripple Creek & Exploration 
Companies - demanded their personal shares of 
stock issued to each -so they can sell it & get their 
money - I tried to make them understand if that 
was the course followed, the company would not 
be able to sell its stock & could do no work -but 
they cannot see the evil in that course, & insisted 
on 

Diary 34, 1923 
January 11 

11 
each being paid his stock anyway - then each 
thought he could sell the “treasury” stock if they 
could only get down to Seattle! 
Frame is the leader in that crazy idea, & urges the 
other boys on. 
I telegraphed from Rupert yesterday to Frame 
asking him to ask the Ketchikan boat to wait for me 
- but it left at midnight & I must go back to Rupert 
on the Prince George or I cannot get to Wrangell 
for another ten days. 
I paid the Cripple Creek Co. bills out of my own 
funds - nearly $200. - & left the Ex. Co. records etc. 
for them 

Diary 34, 1923 
January 11-12 

11 
to examine & left at noon on the Prince George for 
Rupert. 
Tonight, 10. p.m. we are in [?] unloading freight for 
the Granby Co. 
Left my baggage on board the Prince George, 
while at Hyder, & did not think of my trunk - so 
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came off and left it there. 
Will telegraph back from Rupert & have it shipped 
over to Ketchikan. 

-12th – 
Telegraphed to Stivers, Customs Collector, Hyder, 
to send my trunk to Ketchikan on first boat. 
Reached Prince Rupert this morning & am at the 
Prince 

Diary 34, 1923 
January 12 

12 
Rupert Hotel.  The last thing before the boat left the 
Steward dock a committee of business men of 
Hyder asked me for $60.00 to assist in paying for 
the piling and planking the street in front of my let & 
I gave them $60.00 - and now I am in want & 
telegraphed Behrends Bank, Juneau, for $100. 
also telegraphed Thomas, Co, Wrangell that I 
would get there on Tuesday. 

Williams, Cleary Creek miner of 1904 - 10 called  
-he was Ted. Kettlesons partner- see them 
everywhere. Williams is engaged in “exporting 
liquor” - to Ketchikan I imagine. 

Diary 34, 1923 
January 13 

-13th – 
Several old Alaskans seeing my name in the paper 
have called in to talk -about “Fairbanks days” etc.  
Received $100. from Behrends Bank through 
Royal Bank of Canada - and am in funds again. 
Am invited to the “Prince Rupert Club,” but 
excused myself & did not go. 
Called into Monte Craigs store - formerly a 
Dawsonian, & wrote a little book of poetry - or at 
least it is so called.& 
Snowing, raining, slushy & I feel cold & will glad to 
get back to Juneau. 

Diary 34, 1923 
January 14 

-14th – 
Yesterday I called on Mr. Monte Craig, for 20 years 
a Dawson resident, but now of Prince Rupert - 
studio & curios - & met his wife.  We had many 
acquaintances & friends in common - they invited 
me to call at 4 p.m. today & meet Judge Young, of 
the B.C. Judiciary - Called & met Judge Young, 
U.S. Consul & Nelson Trusler Johnson, U. S. 
Consul General at Large.  Had a pleasant hour - at 
dinner with Johnson at hotel later & he is a 
Chinese scholar & thereby acquainted with the Far 
East. 

Diary 34, 1923 
January 14 

14 
Talked to him about Goeghegan, Japanese 
wrecks, migration routes to America, and the 
changing conditions of the public mind on China. 
Promised to send Judge Young & Johnson a copy 
of my speech on the Alaska Railroad bill - Judge G. 
asked for it, saying Dr. Keller had advised him it 
contained interesting & accurate Alaskan data - 
whereupon Consul Johnson also asked for a copy - 
Sunday - raining and snowing - bad weather. 
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Diary 34, 1923 
January 15-16 

-15- 
On Princess Mary - to Ketchikan - uptown & went 
with Senator Hunt to meeting of Pioneers, saw 
Mrs. Hunt & other Ketchikan people. 

-16th – 
Left the “Mary” at Wrangell & engaged in the 
Matheson Est. matter.  Secured a copy of Russell’s 
bid - bids to be opened at noon tomorrow - no 
other bid than Russells received -in conference 
with Judge Thomas & John Grant about bid & 
expressed disappointment at Russell’s - he made a 
prelim- 

Diary 34, 1923 
January 16 

16 
inary proposal containing a higher bid, but now 
after we have under the orders of the court called 
for bids, officially, he had presented one much less. 
He has ascertained that there will be no adverse 
bids - so he has taken advantage of the situation to 
withdraw his former proposal -and file a lower bid.  
I refused to recommend the acceptance of his bid 
tomorrow & he “raised” his present bid $1500. and 
conceded other increases - so that he is now but 
little below his first proposal & offers to pay several 
thousand dollars 

Diary 34, 1923 
January 16 

16 
more cash in the first payment, & I agreed (with 
Judge Thomas & Grant) to approve & request the 
Admax. to accept his bid if no better one was 
received before the time to open bids tomorrow 
noon. 
Long conference with Admax. Mrs. Mabel 
Matheson Patterson, & laid out with her a 
campaign to save the children’s part of their fathers 
estate.  Will take up other features as soon as I 
reach Juneau. 
Conference with W.D. Grant, Shurick, Sinclair. - 
about reorganizing the Groundhog group of mines 
on the mainland east of Wrangell. 

Diary 34, 1923 
January 17 

-17th – 
Left Wrangell this morning at 5 a.m. on the 
“Jefferson.” Am glad to find my trunk is on board - 
Stivers put it on at Hyder. 
Most gorgeous morning - snowed last night - no 
wind -and every evergreen tree on both sides of 
Wrangell Narrows is a Christmas tree - while the 
forests to the summits of the hills are tall straight 
and white.  The coast range sparkles in the 
morning sun. - it is the most beautiful snow scene 
forest and mountain I have ever seen in S.E. 
Alaska. 
At Juneau about 10 p.m. Taku blowing. 

Diary 34, 1923 
January 18-19 

-18th  
From Petersburg to Juneau - a raging blizzard 
across Taku, we came into Juneau at 2 oclock a.m. 
19th. 
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Reached Juneau this morning at 2 oclock a.m. 
At work all day in the office on Matheson Estate 
papers. 
Settled in Zynda - not in my own rooms yet, but 
glad to be back to regular habits once more. 

-19th – 
Working in office trying to catch up with 
accumulation of letters, pleadings etc. 
Sent papers necessary to Thomas in Matheson 
Estate. 

Diary 34, 1923 
January 20 

-20th – 
Busy day in court and office with court work and 
letters to the westward on boat now due. 
Charlie Taylor sent me a complete file of the 
Iditarod Pioneer, the historical paper of that region 
& part of a file of the Tanana Leader etc. 
Wrote to Joe, Aincich, Tanana, to rescue from a 
back yard rubbish pile the letter old hand press 
lying there, upon which Prevost printed the first 
printing & paper, the Yukon Press, done in the 
Yukon valley- in about 1903 -maybe earlier. 
Many letters to the westward. 

Diary 34, 1923 
January 21 

-21- 
Sunday and snowing. 
Recd. telegram from Debbie saying her address is 
now 945 Canterbury Inn, Los Angeles, Cal. 
Sorting out the files of the “Iditarod Pioneer,” sent 
me by Charlie Taylor, and with which is a file of 
“Tanana Leader,” and “Tanana Teller” and first 
copies of “Tanana Miners Record” with what copies 
I have of these papers at Tacoma I will have 
almost complete files - & valuable historical data 
for the early & mining days in the Yukon & Tanana. 
Wrote to Joe Anicich of Tanana [re above printing 
press] from Clarks backyard & save it for me.  Jim 
Herter told me where to find it. 

Diary 34, 1923 
January 22-23 

-22- 
Just working - in office. 
Got Libby case set for trial April 18. Argue Annette 
Is. case S.F. Feb. 26-27. 

-23d- 
Wrote letter to Senator LaFollette about rate mani-
pulation on Alaska Fot. Ry. forwarding letter from 
John Rustgard, Atty. Genl. & other data. 
Sent John W. Frame, mollifying letter in answer to 
his intense communication of ten days ago. 
The “boys” are riding John for “stock” in the 
Exploration Co. that they can sell for themselves - 
thus leaving the Co. stock unsold. 
So far I have stood them off. 
Bought an office safe today. 

Diary 34, 1923 
January 24-25 

-24th – 
Got my newly-purchased iron safe in the office 
today. 
Valentine, employed us to defend him in motion for 
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suit money in divorce case - to be heard on 
Saturday. 
Bishop Crimont, Catholic Vicar Apostolic came to 
confer on 
trust matter & his right to organization as 
corporation sole. 

-25th – 
Wrote to H.H. Folsom, Klamath falls, Or. & sent 
him a deed – in blank - to sign, offering him $500. 
for his interest & vested title as trustee, for the 
Harkrader Coal Claim on Admiralty Island. 
Working on 6th Alaska Reports. 

Diary 34, 1923 
January 26-28 

-26- 
Working on 6th Alaska Reports. 

-27th – 
Call of docket in court, several cases and some 
interesting arguments on the law. 
Working on 6th Alaska. 

-28th – 
Steamer from South with mail last night - nice letter 
from Darrell, who thanked me for making him “a 
gift” of $1000- returned his investment in 
Goessman Hill quartz -Fairbanks, made for him by 
me - returned because the mine did not come up to 
my promises. 
Mathews, Ast. Director of the Prohibition Bureau, 
Wash. D..C. came to see me - gave him my 
version about Shoup - Marshall troubles. 

Diary 34, 1923 
January 29 

-29th – 
Emory Valentine recently received a long letter - 
historical - from Geo. E. Pilz, now of Jack Wade, 
40 Mile, - now 80 years old - & we are reading & 
copying it - It is interesting - very - historical & 
worthy of publication.  The old man is mining in the 
40 Mile - busted. 
I am trying to prevail on Valentine to have it 
published - with a foreword written by him - 
Valentine. Its a scream - & truthful. 
Answering correspondence today. 

Diary 34, 1923 
January 30 

-30th – 
Working on 6th Alaska. 
I am worried about Kehoe - he has been 
despondent & seems very much changed in the 
last few days.  Whether it is a mere passing sinking 
of temperament, or not, I cannot tell. 
I know he is hard up, and these winter months 
make it all the harder for him but he wont talk and I 
am unable to tell just what’s the matter - if it is not 
the scarcity of finances - which I fear it is. 
He is a good office man, and always agreeable and 
I should be sorry to have him quit - he is rather 
inclined to act hastily. 

Diary 34, 1923 
January 31- 
February 1 

-31st – 
Working on 6th Alaska. 
Fear that I will be obliged to go to Wrangell to get 

J:\hist_docs\wickersham\ASL-MS0107-5-34.doc 



Alaska State Library - Historical Collections, PO Box 110571, Juneau AK 99811-0571 
Diary of James Wickersham. Jan. 1, 1922 to May 16, 1923. 
MS 107 BOX 5 DIARY 34 
 

final action in lease etc. Matheson Est. 
Cannot agree with Hellenthal about forms. 

February 1st 1923 
Dr Shurick, Sec. Wrangell Pulp & Paper Co. in 
office - conference - wrote long letter of data, 
pictures, etc. to J.I. Mange, Vice Pres. J.G. White 
Co., 34 Exchange Place, N.Y. - also letter to J. G. 
Galvin notifying him that Co. had no further 
business with him. 
Attended to Court House, Hyder, matter with Judge 
Reed, for Hyder Com. of business men. 
Getting Matheson papers ready - Kehoe will go 
there tomorrow to get matter finally arranged. 

Diary 34, 1923 
February 2-4 

-February 2, 1923.- 
Kehoe went to Wrangell on the Jefferson, this 
evening to settle up the Matheson and Coulter 
Estates.  Wrote long letter to Debbie, & sent her 
local papers.  Mrs. Berry, who runs our boarding 
house gave us “notice” today, so I am now eating 
at the restaurants. 
Working on 6th Alaska Reports. 

-3d- 
Working on 6th Alaska Reports. 

-4th – 
Sunday, but I wrote a long letter to Dan Sutherland, 
exploring the point in the Annette Island Packing 
Co. case in its relation to other U.S. contracts on 
Reservations, etc. in Alaska. 
its an Important matter! 

Diary 34, 1923 
February 5-6 

-5th – 
Working on 6th Alaska Report. 

-6th – 
Same as yesterday - nearing the last case. 
Steamer “Alameda” in this evening going north.  
U.S. Marshal Sterns from Fairbanks took dinner 
with me - he examined W.F. Thompsons letter of 
1916 – admitting bribing newspapers to support the 
liquor cause at the election of 1916; 
he is now making a bitter fight on Stevens & 
supporting the “bootleggers” in law violations 
Two letters from Debbie - & one from Maud 
McHaney.  Kehoe got home - reports he got the 
Matheson Est. matters closed up OK. 
Jordan, former U.S. Marshal at Nome, in to see me 
& wants me to take his case against Holzheimer - 
agreed to for $500 - no contract. 

Diary 34, 1923 
February 7-8 

-7th – 
Working on 6th Alaska mss. 
Kehoe is assisting me by the copying of my 
syllabic, & aiding in comparing. 

-8th – 
Same as yesterday. 
At Rustgards suggestion I went up to. see Gov. 
Bone about paying my expenses to San Francisco 
to argue the Annette Island Packing. Co. case in 
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Territorial Tax case. 
He readily agreed that it was the proper thing to do. 
He thinks the principle involved will not apply to 
other U.S. Leases on Forest & Fisheries 
reservations, nor to Coal & Oil leases, - I told him I 
feared it would so apply- 

Diary 34, 1923 
February 9-10 

-9th – 
Finished the 6th Alaska report - Mss. today, and 
will get it off to West Publishing. Co. St. Paul, Minn. 
on. the next boat.  It includes all opinions of the 
Territorial judges for the period from Jany 1, 1918, 
to Jany 1, 1923 - five years. 

-10th – 
Finishing up Preface etc. of 6th Alaska and getting 
it ready to send out on first boat south. 
Letters to Frame and Rosenstein at Hyder 
withdrawing further credit to the Cripple Creek Min. 
Co.  Also letter of advice Hyder Commercial Assoc. 
about the right to build a raised plank street on 
First Ave. over protest of patented townsite. 

Diary 34, 1923 
February 10 

10 
[clipping] 

{ Empire } 
{ Feb 5 }     FINE TESTIMONIAL.     { 1923. } 

The re-election of Judge Bunnell as President of 
the Alaska Agricultural College and School of 
Mines by the unanimous vote of the Board of 
Regents was a fine testimonial to the efficiency and 
ability shown by that educator in organizing and 
conducting that Institution. The motion that he be 
re-elected was made and seconded by the two 
members who had voted against him in the first 
instance. 

The obvious conclusion is that those who know 
believe President Bunnell is making good as the 
head of the only school of higher education in 
Alaska just as he made good on the Federal 
bench. 

The Territory was very fortunate in securing this 
eminent Alaskan to direct the laying of the founda-
tions of its first college. 
 
[clipping] 

Feb 6, 1923 
SECOND MINING  

COURSE OPENED 
College Begins Second Short  

Course - Bone Pledges  
Support to School. 

The second short course in mining opened 
yesterday at the Alaska A.&M. College at 
Fairbanks and preliminary enquiries indicated that 
it would be largely attended by interior mining men.  
The course covers a period of ten weeks. 

The first course of this nature was started last 
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November.  One of those entering it was Morton E. 
Stevens, President of the Board of Regents of the 
College.  In a letter to Mr. Stevens, recently 
published in part in the Fairbanks News Miner, 
Gov. Bone praised Mr. Stevens’ action and said: 

“The fact that you have enrolled for a short 
course at the College has reached me.   applaud 
you.  If I were in Fairbanks I should do likewise.  I 
feel the entire Territory now appreciates the helpful 
meaning of the institution.  I know that as the years 
roll on we shall all recall with greatest pride our 
participation in the opening exercises on Sept. 12, 
1922.  I wish you and your colleagues and 
President Bunnell to know that I am behind you 
always and ready to do everything possible to 
promote the welfare of the College.” 

In addition to the two short courses in mining, the 
College has also offered a short course in Home 
Economics during the present year and, it is 
understood, plans to carry on this work on a larger 
scope next year. 
 
The Governor has changed his tune since a year 
ago when he told me these men lied to him, misled 
him & elected, Bunnell after they promised him to 
elect Bunnell after they promised him to elect 
Snodgrass.  The Gov. then asked me to go on the 
Board & take charge etc. etc. but now he is playing 
politics with it -the next. Legislature contains 
Snodgrass, etc. 

Diary 34, 1923 
February 11-13 

-11th – 
Sunday.  My eyes are black & sore - too much 
reading bad print in 6th Alaska Mss. 

-12- 
Lincolns Birthday. 
U.S. Atty. served us with Brief in the Mabry case - 
it will necessitate working till the boat goes on 
Thursday to get up a Reply Brief. 

-13th – 
Prepared a Reply Brief today in Mabry v 
Beaumont, U.S. Circuit Ct. Appeals, S.F. 
Will go south to Seattle & S.F. on the Princess 
Mary Thursday morning. 
“Taku” blowing. 

Diary 34, 1923 
February 14 

-14th – 
[clipping] 

PIONEER FROM CIRCLE  
HAS PASSED AWAY AT 

PIONEERS’ HOME, SITKA 
(Sitka Tribune, Feb. 9.) 

Edward Webber died February 1 at the Pioneer 
Home.  Mr. Webber had come from Circle and had 
been at the home seven years.  He had been a 
resident of Alaska 28 years.  He was a native of 
Yew York state, born November 27, 1847. 
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Ed. Webber kept the “Webber Roadhouse” on the 
west bank of the Yukon river in March 1903, and I 
remained there one night on my journey to Circle 
en route to Fairbanks that spring  
When I came up the bank to his road house & said 
to him, “Mr. Webber, I am Judge Wickersham from 
Eagle -” he curtly interrupted with, “Oh, the hell you 
are! - well this was a damn good country before the 
shyster lawyers and these damn 

Diary 34, 1923 
February 14 

14 
[clipping] 

PIONEER FROM CIRCLE  
HAS PASSED AWAY AT 

PIONEERS’ HOME, SITKA 
(Sitka Tribune, Feb. 9.) 

Edward Webber died February 1 at the Pioneer 
Home.  Mr. Webber had come from Circle and had 
been at the home seven years.  He had been a 
resident of Alaska 28 years.  He was a native of 
Yew York state, born November 27, 1847. 
 
Ed. Webber kept the “Webber Roadhouse” on the 
west bank of the Yukon river in March 1903, and I 
remained there one night on my journey to Circle 
en route to Fairbanks that spring  
When I came up the bank to his road house & said 
to him, “Mr. Webber, I am Judge Wickersham from 
Eagle -” he curtly interrupted with, “Oh, the hell you 
are! - well this was a damn good country before the 
shyster lawyers and these damn  
 
deputy marshals began to come into it,” etc. etc. 
Just twenty years ago. 

Received a letter from Thomas Rogers, the 
correspondent for the New York Outlook who 
visited Alaska this last summer & who has had four 
articles about Alaska published in the Outlook - 
Dec. 6, 13, 20; and  Jan. 24. - who sent me the 
articles & his letter - rather inviting a criticism 
thereof. 
I did not criticize his conclusions - there is some 
real good in the last one, but I took up the effort of 
the Big Interests in the Annette Is. Packing Co . 
case to evade taxation, as contract 
“instrumentalities of the United States” & wrote him 
fully about that. 

Diary 34, 1923 
February 15-17 

-15- 
Have my ticket on the Princess Mary & will go 
south on her today - to S.F. to argue the Annette 
Island Tax case.  
Left Juneau at 3 oclock - at 4:30 we entered Taku 
harbor & anchored at the wharf - till morning - Fear 
of ice! 

-16th – 
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We left Taku Harbor at 10 am & we are anchored 
tonight in Wrangell Narrows. Fog & snow! 

-17th – 
Remained all night of 16th-17th in Wrangell 
narrows -just south of Scow Bay - in Wrangell - 
saw Mrs. Patterson - Grant & Judge Thomas, 
discussed Matheson case – 

Diary 34, 1923 
February 18-20 

-18th  
In Ketchikan last night - late. Saw Hunt & others - 
nothing new.  In Prince Rupert today - Anchored 
tonight in little Bay, just north of Greenville 
Channel. 

19th  
Run into Ocean Falls last night for load of paper; 
went to the Mines. 
Crossed Queen Charlottes - stopped for the mail at 
Alert Bay - Fine day. 
Due Seymour narrows this evening & Vancouver 
tomorrow. 

-20- 
En Voyage - Ive lost a day somewhere along the 
line. 

Diary 34, 1923 
February 21-22 

-21st – 
Arrived in Vancouver B.C. this morning at 7 a.m. 
and instead of waiting to go by boat via Victoria, I 
took the morning train and came into Seattle at 
1:15 p.m. 
Got good room at Frye Hotel - telephoned to Jen. -
Mother is well, & all. 
Judge Reed is here at the Hotel. 

-22nd – 
Geo. Shea, formerly of Nome & Fairbanks, is here 
& has been giving me the “inside dope” - as he 
calls it about the Wright jury trial - 1901, Nome, 
over which 

Diary 34, 1923 
February 22 

22 
I had so much trouble with Marshal Richards, etc. 
Nothing new in it - though he now says he thinks 
Wright was guilty. 
Sam Heeter, of Rampart and Tanana was in this 
hotel two months ago, when I was, going to South 
Carolina to build & Operate a mill, & had left Alaska 
for ever. 
He is here now on his way back to Alaska, and 
says he would not accept the State of S.C. as a 
gift! 
Judge John R. Winn, one of our prominent Juneau 
attorneys 

Diary 34, 1923 
February 22-23 

22 
is in the hotel today - drunk as a lord.  Also told that 
Le Roy Tozier, attorney, had paralytic stroke & is 
coming out. 
Poor Tozier - Olympia - Seattle, Dawson 98, 
Fairbanks 1903, to date - he burned the candle at 
both ends, & must now quit! 
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23rd – 
Left Seattle at 8:15 a.m. on N.P. Ry. for San 
Francisco. 
Greatly enjoyed the ride though Tacoma, along the 
waterfront, and Narrows - Stilacoom, Nusqually & 
the plains. 
It seemed like coming home again. 

Diary 34, 1923 
February 24-25 

-24th – 
Mt. Shasta for breakfast, the Sacramento river & 
valley, and the lights of San Francisco across the 
Bay - Reached the Chancellor Hotel at 8:45 to find 
Debbie waiting for me - bless her. 

-25th – 
Sunday - Resting quietly in our room - but took one 
outing for an hour for the air. Also reading my brief 
in the Mabry case ready for my—argument in Court 
tomorrow. 

Diary 34, 1923 
February 26 

-26th – 
Argued Mabry case before United States Circuit 
Court of Appeals, 9th Circuit. 
Judges Ross,       and                      .  My 
argument lasted 20 min. & Shoups 5.  I had the 
burden, of course, and I am not confident, though 
—I feel that I am right on the law - but. 
Before noon the court heard a case from Seattle - 
Tacoma, which was presented by Mr. MacCormac 
Snow, for appellant & a Mr. J. E. Horan, for 
appellee. Beautiful sunny weather - visited second 
hand book stores & made some purchases of 
Alaskana. 

Diary 34, 1923 
February 27 

-27th – 
We argued the case of Territory of Alaska v 
Annette Island Packing Company.  Fall, Sec. of 
Interior, Intervenor this afternoon.  I took nearly an 
hour and am satisfied with my effort – did it as well 
as I could under any conditions!  Shoup was brief & 
I thought, did not even do himself justice.  Feel 
much more confident in the outcome of this case 
than the Mabry case, though I have no doubt that 
we ought to win both cases!  There is prejudice to 
overcome in the Mabry case of which may not be 
overcome if you know what I mean. 
 
[clipping] 

U. S. CLAIM TO  
ALASKAN ISLE  
FOUGHT HERE 

Northern Government Says 
American Title to An- 
nette Reserve Invalid 

TAXES BASIS OF ACTION 
U.S. Court of Appeals to De- 

cide if Packing Firm 
Is Foreign Concern 

An attack upon the claim of the United States to 
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its title of the Annette Island Reserve, located in 
the territorial waters of Alaska was made in the 
United States Circuit Court of Appeal yesterday by 
James Wickersham, special counsel for the 
Alaskan Government. 

The action which caused the United States to 
assert its claim to the island was brought by Alaska 
against the Annette Island Packing Company for 
the collection of Taxes on its salmon output 
imposed under the laws of Alaska passed in 1919. 
The United States District Court in Alaska decided 
the case in favor of the packing company, a foreign 
corporation. 

SAYS TITLE BOGUS 
Wickersham yesterday argued that the basic 

claim upon which the Secretary of the Interior 
predicated the title of the Federal Government to 
the property was bogus, inasmuch as the Indians, 
claimed as aborigines, really were British subjects, 
having been brought to the Annette Island Reserve 
prior to 1867 from Vancouver Island by a Father 
Duncan, a missionary.  Therefore, Wickersham 
argued, the Government is attempting to base its 
claim for the land on its habitation by Indians who 
were British subjects. 

LEASE GIVEN BY LANE 
The leases under which the packing company 
operates was obtained from the late Secretary of 
the Interior Lane and contained a provision that no 
taxes would be imposed by the territorial authori-
ties in Alaska. 

Supporting the defense of the case, Secretary of 
the Interior Fall was made an investigating defen-
dant in the case, and set up the claim of the 
Government to the island on the ground that it was 
inhabited by aboriginal Indians, the Metlakatlans, 
who were in a state of pupilage under the United 
States Government when Alaska was purchased in 
1867. 

The case was taken under advisement. 
Diary 34, 1923 
February 28- 
March 1st 

-28th – 
Debbie let this morning for Los Angeles - She will 
stop off at Lompoc, Cal. to visit with Mary, her 
sister - Mrs. Mary Merrill. 

Visited with Bill McPhee all day - 
Called on old Alaskans - dinner at Cliff house & left 
at 10:30 p.m. on S.P. Ry. for Seattle. 

-Mch 1st- 
Mt. Shasta was gorgeous in full sunshine - 
beautiful mountain view. 
Klamath & Rogue river valleys green & air balmy & 
spring like – 

Diary 34, 1923 
March 2 

-March 2nd – 
Reached Seattle at 3. p.m. and have room 910, 
Frye.  Received letter from the Anderson Galleries, 
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Inc. booksellers, Park Av. 59th St. N.Y. saying I 
could have 19 numbers of the Alaska Herald, 1868, 
San Fran Honchorenko’s English-Russian paper 
for $20.00 - evidently the 3 numbers of the Free 
Press & Alaska Herald are sold to some one else. 
I intend to take these, however, for they are so 
scarce I may never have another chance to get 
them. 
Working on my Income Tax statement for 1922, 
tonight. 

Diary 34, 1923 
March 3-4 

Mch 3d- 
Went over my bonds etc. accounts in the Safety 
deposit box in Dexter Horton Nat. Bank preparatory 
to my Income Tax statement, etc. 
Will go up to Buckley - Enumclaw tonight. 

-4th – 
Sunday.  Came up to Enumclaw last night. 
Mother is in good healthy but seems to be growing 
more feeble. 
She stays with Jen, who takes care of her in a 
beautiful way - Went to Buckley with Jen, in her 
automobile called to see Harry, Uncle Tom & Aunt 
Kate, Aunt Lizzie, and Maude and Nellie - the latter 
broke her 

Diary 34, 1923 
March 4 

4 
ankle about two weeks ago and will be a more 
helpless invalid on Maude’s strength than ever. 
Gave Maud $20. and will have W.P. Hopping & 
Co., my Tacoma agent send her a check for that 
amount each month till Nellie is well. 
Its a small sum but it will help them to subsist -& 
exist. 
Lou, Olson, who is Jen’s brother - in - law drove 
me down to Kent, and I came home from there. 
Harold & other young folks came in at the same 
time for next weeks schooling at the University of 
Washington. 

Diary 34, 1923 
March 5-6 

-5th – 
Went over to Tacoma this morning & prepared my 
Income Tax statement & paid my tax assessed = 
$41.19 
Went up to State Hist. Soc. rooms - got some of 
my books, papers, etc. 
Back to Seattle tonight. 

-6th – 
Went over to Tacoma with Jack Sutherland & saw 
S.A. Perkins, about Alaska Exploration Co. mining 
claims at Hyder. 
Perkins promised to send Levensaler, his expert to 
examine the property, & to do prospecting soon. 
Back to Seattle & bought my 

Diary 34, 1923 
March 6-7 

6 
ticket on “Northwestern” for 9 a.m. tomorrow 
morning. 
Saw Louis Lane, formerly of Nome (1901) at dinner 
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table tonight.  He looks fine & is now Captain on 
vessels - Got $200. for Debbie sent tonight by mail. 

-7th – 
Left Seattle at 9 oclock this morning - every berth 
filled - a big crowd going to Alaska. 
“Blacklocks” Lewis, is aboard with 20 people going 
to Anchorage to take “movie pictures” descriptive 
of the early days in Alaskan mining camps.  He has 
a group of “artists,” etc.  B.M. Behrends, 
Robertson, attorney, Parks official etc. Grant 
Murdock, George Mutchler and  

Diary 34, 1923 
March 7-10 

7 
Nellie Cashman, and a hundred old “Sour-doughs” 
are aboard, going back to the land of promise and 
hope. 

-8th – 
Queen Charlotte Sound. 

-9th – 
Ketchikan this afternoon: sent Debbie bunch of 
local papers giving her the Alaskan News: 
F.J. Hunt, elected President of Senate, Cash Cole 
elected Speaker of House. 
Much gossip about political matters, the “shake up” 
in the U. S. Marshals office. 

-10th – 
Arrived in Juneau at 4:30 p.m. 
Went to see Co. Steese, to introduce 

Diary 34, 1923 
March 10 

10 
Geo. Mutchler, who wishes to sell the steamboat 
“Martha Clow,” now in the ways at Nenana, - to the 
Alaska Railroad Commission. 
Went to Zynda Hotel. 
Met Cash Cole & “Jim” Fozzard, at the dock- “Jim” 
is here as the Guggenheim lobby.  Also met other 
members of the Legislature, which is just now 
beginning its work. 
Am informed Sutherland - Delegate to Congress - 
will be here next boat. - he wants help in his 
fisheries fight -he is denouncing the Bureau of 
Fisheries - & there is much criticism and many 
charges in his support. 
Found Kehoe in good spirits and busy in the office. 

Diary 34, 1923 
March 11 

-11th – 
Sunday.  Gathering up office matters. Nothing 
exciting. 
Marshall, Prohibition Enforcement officer, in to tell 
me he has been “promoted” to a place in 
Washington (State, or Dist of Columbia) he does 
net know which yet, and seems discouraged at the 
refusal of his Bureau to support him. 

It is reported that Shoup, District Attorney, has  
gone to Wash. D.C.  His family is listed among the 
passengers on the “Jefferson” now enroute from 
Seattle and it may be Arthur is having some 
explanations to make, but there is no doubt that 
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President Harding will support Gov. Bone, & Bone 
is supporting 

Diary 34, 1923 
March 11 

11 
Shoup and fighting Marshall, & so the merry family 
war goes on! 
Senator Snodgrass from Fairbanks was just in to 
advise me that Tony Nordale had resigned from 
the Board of Regents of the Agri. College & School 
of Mines, & that Rickerts term would expire on April 
1st, and he wished to talk with me about 
successors - I am not inclined to assume any 
responsibility or to meddle with that matter as long 
as Bunnell is in charge of the institution. 
Found a telegram in my office from Mrs. Jeannette 
C. Nichols, who has written a book on the efforts of 
the people of Alaska to establish 

Diary 34, 1923 
March 11 

11 
Home Government, as follows: 

Macon, Georgia, Mar 9, 1923. 
James Wickersham, Juneau. 
Clark of Cleveland will publish if I will pay half - 
Compliments you suggested introduction by you to 
tell number years you gathered Alaskana, also size 
and superiority your collection and need for 
authoritative writing and basic unbiased quality my 
research - Can you sent with picture - if 
Wickersham absent please forward thanks. 

Jeannette P. Nicholls.” 
I shall answer her telegram with a promise to 
supply the Introduction. 

Diary 34, 1923 
March 12-13 

-12th – 
Examined record of title to Harkrader coal claim 
today - filed deed made to me for 1/2 interest 
therein by H. H. Folsom, for which I forward draft to 
him for $500.00 

Business coming into office O.K. 
-13th  

Joe is having an interesting time in protecting two 
school boys - 19 years old - for a charge of 
seducing two school girls - Juneau High School - 
its a human and bad mess, and the end is not yet. 
He will also go to Wrangell to work on the 
Matheson Est. & then to Ketchikan to assist me in 
trying the McHugh case. 
Attended dinner given by Juneau Bar to attorneys 
members of Legislature = Dimond, Murray, Foster, 
Dunn, Price, Dicker.  Talked, of course, everybody 
did. 

Diary 34, 1923 
March 14-15 

-14th – 
Kehoe went to Wrangell to attend to First Report in 
Matheson Est. 
Bo’t copy of “My Northern Exposure, by Walter E. 
Traprock” - (Col. Steese), a very clever satire on 
North Pole - exploratory affairs.  It is light and 
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humorous - smart, but not unusually so! Col. 
Steese is the Chairman of the Alaska Road - & 
Alaska Railway - Commission. 

-15- 
Working in office preparing to go to Ketchikan to 
attend the term of Court beginning there next 
Monday.  Snowing hard & raining. 

Diary 34, 1923 
March 16-18 

-16th – 
Working in office - Ketchikan tonight. Left Juneau 
on Jefferson tonight. 

-17th – 
All day in Petersburg harbor, - loading yellow cedar 
logs into the hold of the “Jefferson” for export to 
Japan. 
It is fine grained wood suitable for carving & in 
much demand in that land for wood carvers. 
Busy while here setting up one of our law suits -
successful. 

-18th – 
At Wrangell early in the morning - very stormy & 
the Jefferson went down the narrow passages east 
of Etolin Island - Ketchikan in evening & at Revilla. 
Wrote Debbie good letter. 

Diary 34, 1923 
March 19-20 

-19th – 
Court convened at 10. a.m. 
Employed a new case - Got the case of McHugh v 
Alaska . SS. Co. set for Thursday - or Friday - next. 
Interviewing witnesses. Kehoe came from Wrangell 
with me, and he is busy assisting me. 
SS. “Northwestern” in port tonight from westward.  
Judge Ritchie, of 3rd Div. on board - going to S.F. 

-20th – 
Got my cases set for trial: Am assisting Kehoe in 
“rounding up” witnesses in the McHugh case. 
We seem to have a good case & I hope to win the 
verdict for McHugh. 

Diary 34, 1923 
March 21-23 

-21st – 
Same as yesterday - going to get to work about 
Friday. 

-22d- 
Nothing new - just waiting.  Got a letter from 
Frame, from Hyder, saying the General mining 
situation there is good, but our projects are at a 
standstill. 

-23rd- 
The Hume case which has been blocking the court 
was finished tonight, but our McHugh case will not 
be heard till Monday. 
Letter today from Debbie reminding me that I am a 
poor correspondent & that she had not 

Diary 34, 1923 
March 23 

23 
at the time she wrote received any letter from me 
since I left S.F. or money either. 
Of course she has now received them.  I wrote the 
letter at Seattle & enclosed a draft for $200. & then 
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put both in my grip & carried them to Juneau, 
instead of sending them to her at Los Angeles, Cal! 
I sent them to her as soon as I discovered my 
stupid blunder! 
Saw a new Geo. Sur. Map of Alaska today, signed 
by Brooks, with “Mt. Deborah” on it in prominent 
letters.  I am greatly pleased about it. She is a 
good Alaskan pioneer & deserves the honor. 

Diary 34, 1923 
March 24-26 

24th  
Saturday - Court calendar - motions. 
Argued motion in Lynch case - court took it under 
advisement till Monday - Joe & I working to get 
McHugh case ready for trial - for Monday. 

-25- 
Sunday - working on case for tomorrow. 
Raining - no boats for two days. 

-26th – 
Trial of McHugh v Alaska SS. Co. 
Got jury quickly & presented half of our evidence. 
Think we can get done tomorrow. 
Wrote Debbie letter to Los Angeles. 

Diary 34, 1923 
March 27-29 

-27th – 
Continued case of McHugh v Alaska SS. Co.  
Kehoe assisting me, and Robertson & Zeigler for 
the Company. 

-28th – 
Finished evidence in McHugh case, but the court 
continued the case till tomorrow morning for 
arguments. 
Bad cold & dizziness - feel bad tonight. 

-29th – 
Well we won the verdict in the McHugh case - 
$4750.00  It seems to please the public & I did not 
once berate the Alaska SS. Co. or the Guggs - 
never once mentioned them. 
We are satisfied with the verdict. 

Diary 34, 1923 
March 30 

-30th – 
My client McHugh and all his witnesses & friends & 
mine - are greatly pleased at the success in his 
case.  Got three new cases today - U.S. v Mrs. 
Tanner.  U. S. v. C. JONES - 2 cases. 
These are Indians from Wrangell and they are 
indicted for voting at the last fall’s general election 
etc.  We are to have $500. for defending Jones - 
Mrs. Tanner is Wm Paul’s mother & I will not 
charge her anything - she is a friend of Rev. S. Hall 
Young - Kehoe went home tonight on the SS. 
“Queen” 

Diary 34, 1923 
March 31 

-31st – 
I secured a motion from Wm Paul atty for Mason, 
yesterday & filed it today with the Clerk of the Court 
dismissing the case of Mason v Churchill. 
I am attorney for the latter & will now charge him 
$100 or $200.  Also got contract from Jones, the 
Indian defendant in two criminal cases yesterday to 
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pay us $500. to defend him.  Began work today on 
case Clondy v Alaska Jumbo Co. -attachment etc. 
Sent Debbie large package Juneau papers. 

Diary 34, 1923 
April 1 

April 1st 
A Gorgeous spring day. 
But I’ve a cold - swollen eyes and nearly blind 
thereby.  Had dinner with Mr. & Mrs. Miller - Dept. 
U.S. Atty.  His enemies are after him & not even 
the court officials support him. - Not even his own 
official superior.  Shoup, Judge Reed - all against 
him. 
 
[clipping] 

LIBEL CHARGE  
MADE AGAINST  
U.S. OFFICIAL 

Charles H. Miller, Assistant 
United States Attorney, 

Defendant 
On a complaint sworn out by James E. Smith, 
Charles H. Miller, assistant United States  

attorney, was arrested Saturday afternoon, 
charged with criminal libel and slander. The 
complaint charges that in the presence of Arthur G. 
Shoup, United States Attorney, Lester 0. Gore 
and H.D. Stabler, assistant United States 
attorneys, Miller called Smith a dope peddler and 
other names which are unprintable.  The defendant 
was arraigned before the United States 
commissioner on Saturday and on Tuesday will 
enter a plea, at which time the date of the trial will 
be set. 

Diary 34, 1923 
April 2-4 

-2nd – 
Attorneys for defendant filed Motion for new trial 
with affidavits in the McHugh case - Court busy 
with small cases - will get it up soon. 

3d- 
Still suffering with “flue” - settled in my eyes but 
better tonight.  Getting papers ready for new suit = 
Cloudy v Alaska Jumbo Metals Co. 

4th  
Court heard Motion for New Trial in McHugh case - 
overruled & we got judgment signed - 60 days stay 
of Execution.  Will go to Seattle on the SS. “Queen” 
- tonight. 

Diary 34, 1923 
April 5-6 

-5th – 
No “Queen “ yet - coming 1. p.m.  The “Queen” 
came in at 2 p.m. 
Kehoe sent letters and papers to me by my old 
Nome friend - Bill Eddy.  Letter from Internal Rev. 
office allowing my claim for rebate of $525.00 on 
my Income tax of 1921. - that much cash saved! 
Also good letters from Debbie & Darrell, & much 
business mail.  “Queen” sails south at 7 oclock - 
and I anticipate a beautiful trip. 
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-6th – 
Sailing southward – beautiful weather. 

Diary 34, 1923 
April 7-8 

-7th – 
Queen is ahead of time & is, therefore, going only 
at half speed. 

-8th – 
Arrived in Seattle 5 minutes after 12 oclock this 
morning - evidently the Queen was not due till 
Sunday 8th.   
Today telephoned Jennie who says Mother is well, 
& the automobile will come for me this evening and 
I am to go out to Enumclaw to see them. 
Wrote Debbie a nice short letter. 
Had business conference with Charlie Herron - 
about Hyder, & have letter from Perkins secretary 
saying he is in California! 

Diary 34, 1923 [Blank page] 
 

Diary 34, 1923 
April 9 

-9th – 
Went out to Jen’s last night in her car. 
Had a fine visit with Mother & this morning Jen & 
Mother and Maggie McNichols brought me to 
Auburn & I came in on Inter Urban. 
Conference with Charlie Herron about representing 
fishing interests - bunk!  Also with Lavensaler, 
Perkins mining expert, about examining the Cripple 
Creek Co. & Alaska Exploration Co. mining claims 
at Hyder.  Also with Jack Sutherland.  Perkins is in 
S.F. but I’ll go to Tacoma tomorrow to see his 
Secretary for date. 
Recd. telegram from Kehoe saying Gov. Bone 
wished to have my fare & expense in Annette 
Island case: answered saying the fee $750. 
expense to S.F. argument 245.90 plus amount 
shown on office book. 

Diary 34, 1923 
April 10 

-10th – 
Went over to Tacoma - S.A. Perkins whom I wish 
to see about Cripple Creek & Ex. Co. mining claims 
at Hyder, is in California & will not be back for 
week. 
Visited my Alaska Library at State Hist. Soc. 
Rooms & got few books I want - & back to Seattle. 
When I called at his office on yesterday - at his 
request -Charles E. Herron suggested that 
Cannery interests ought to employ me to represent 
them in Alaska - I assented - & he said he would 
see McCord - their Seattle Atty. about it. 

Diary 34, 1923 
April 11 

-11th – 
At Dexter Horton Nat. Bank this morning - bo’t a 
$1000. bond - Sao Paulo, Brazil – 8% turning in 
$600. of my Seattle Local Imp. bonds called. 
Herron tells me McCord favors my employment as 
atty. for Cannery Co’s in Alaska and is working on 
it.  Saw Allen (of Wright Kelleher, Allen & Hilen) 
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atty. for Libby, McNeil & Libby with whom I am 
appearing in the “Robinson” Limited Liability case - 
he invited me to lunch with him on Friday - saying 
he wished me to meet the managers of L. McN. & 
L.  
Tjosevig, Case No 1866A. Juneau 

Diary 34, 1923 
April 11-12 

11 
complains to me that Robinson Atty. for Holman, 
overreached us in securing excessive judgment in 
that case & at his request I telegraphed to 
Rustgard for full particulars. 
Also sent telegram to Perkins, S.F. asking how 
soon he could see me at Tacoma. 

-12th – 
Arrived in the Tanana Valley at Fairbanks - 20 
years ago today! 
Purchased a ticket for my return to Juneau on the 
“Spokane” next Wednesday - 18th. 
Nothing of value today - just waiting. 
Had a long talk with Tony Goessman 

Diary 34, 1923 
April 12 

12 
at Frye Hotel last night. He told me he had sold his 
1/2 interest in the Goessman Hill quartz mines to 
Gustafson (?) for $2500. and had notified 
Gustafson that I owned a 1/4 interest therein. 
When Gustafson saw me some 6 weeks ago in 
Juneau he also admitted to me that I still owned 
the 1/4 interest and asked me to sell it to him.  I 
intend to get a statement from Goessman of the 
facts. 
Have just completed reading “Bering’s Voyages, 
F.A. Golden. Vol. 1 etc. a most valuable and 
interesting book. Late - just before bed time. 

Diary 34, 1923 
April 12 

12 
Received telegram from Debbie: about Darrell 
saying, 

“Los. Angels, Cal. April 12, 1923. 
James Wickersham Frye Hotel Seattle. 
Darrell has had splendid promotion he is to have 
charge of the loss department for the entire Pacific 
Coast with main office in San Francisco.  He and 
Jane leave New York June 10, coming by Seattle.  
I leave for Seattle the 20th.  Debbie.” 
Debbie is delighted for she has long wanted just 
that!  Of course I am pleased to have him 
successful in his work -and glad to have him back 
on the coast - he will feel more at home here, too. 

Diary 34, 1923 
April 13 

-13th – 
Had lunch today at the Arctic Club with Allen & 
Hilen of the firm of Wright, Kelleher, Allen & Hilen, 
Attys. 
They had also present Mr. Branch the General 
Manager of Libby McNeill & Libby, and Mr. Brown, 
another official of that company.  We told hunting 
stories, talked about timberland values in Alaska, 
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the facts in the “Robinson” Limited Liability case, 
and had, at the same time, a good lunch. 
As we came away Mr. Branch drew me to one side 
& told me that McCord, of Kerry & McCord, 
attorneys for the Alaska Cannery Association had 
talked with him about employing 

Diary 34, 1923 
April 13 

13 
me on an annual retainer as the Alaskan counsel; 
that Mc Cord had telegraphed to the Alaska 
Packers Assoc. for their approval of the matter but 
they had refused, & that he & McCord were 
indulging in earnest telegraphic communications 
with the A.P.A. today to get them to agree - but - 
he said, we will go through without them if needed. 
Tony Goessman advised me tonight that my 1/4 
interest in the following quartz mining claims on the 
hill between Bedrock, Cleary and Chatham, 
Fairbanks, has been kept alive for me by him & 
that 

Diary 34, 1923 
April 13-14 

13 
he had advised Gustafson, who bought his half 
interest that I owned the quarter interest as follow: 
Quartz Mining Claims, “Colorado,” “Apex Fraction,” 
“Texas,” “California,” “Idaho,” “Wyoming,” 
“Alabama,” and “Paupers Dream.” 
Tony will give me a statement in writing to that 
effect tomorrow. 

-14th – 
Presented a deed to Goessman & asked him to 
sign it conveying me 1/4 interest in above quartz 
claims - but 
he said he had conveyed to Henry T. Ray, for me, 
but that he would look up the matter 

Diary 34, 1923 
April 14 

14 
carefully on his return to Fairbanks this month and 
if there was no record of conveyance to me or 
Henry he would then sign the deed and have it 
recorded for me.  He does not deny my right but 
only objects to making a second deed, etc. 
The Cannery Assoc. interests are busy on securing 
an agreement among their members to employ me 
as their general Alaska attorney - looks as if I may 
succeed.  Charlie Herron is interesting himself in it, 
as are Branch of L. McN. & L. and Kerr & McCord, 
the general attorneys of those interests in Seattle. 

Diary 34, 1923 
April 15 

-15th – 
Up to Enumclaw last evening on the stage - but to 
have a visit with Mother at Jens. 
This morning we went to our old home at Buckley - 
visited with Tom & Kat., Aunt Lizzie & her. folks, & 
Maud, Nellie and then back to Enumclaw to dinner 
- Mother has been sick for several days but my 
coming really seemed to help her. 
Mother Hansen is very sick - wont last much 
longer, but mine seems stronger. 
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Came back to Seattle this evening with Mrs. A.G. 
Hanson & Mrs. Boole - took them to Don’s for 
dinner. 

Diary 34, 1923 
April 16-17 

-16th – 
Remained in Seattle all day - but nothing much of 
importance. 

17th  
Went to Tacoma this morning at 8 a.m. to confer 
with Perkins, who returned from California 
yesterday. 
Had satisfactory interview, and he agrees to take 
over our Cripple Creek Min. Co. & Alaska Ex. Co. 
Hyder mining claims & allow us 40% - he and his 
financial people to take 60% and put up the 
necessary money etc.  I am afraid our crowd will 
not accept terms. 

Diary 34, 1923 
April 17 

17-continued. 
McCord, of Kerr & McCord, general attorneys for 
Alaska Canning Assoc. sent for me - says he is 
trying to get 4 companies to employ me as general 
counsel in Alaska -suggests $5000.00 a year for 3 
years - but says he has not yet secured any 
agreement.  While he speaks hopefully about 
securing an agreement, I am afraid there is nothing 
in it. It- looks like “mere conversation” to keep me 
in “status quo,” till the Legislature is ended - when 
the “conversation” will end. 
Charlie Herron borrowed $200.00 from me the last 
time I was in town and today he asked me to sign 

Diary 34, 1923 
April 17-18 

17 
a note with him for $300:  I hesitated but finally 
signed it upon his positive promise to pay it and not 
to consider it any part of an agreement to pay him 
for services in assisting me in the McCord, 
Cannery matter.  He is impecunious and desperate 
to get money - and I  do not like to sign but only did 
so on his solemn promise that he would pay it & 
not allow it to annoy me in anyway. 

-18th – 
Left Seattle at 9 a.m. on the SS “Admiral Rogers” 
(Spokane with a full passenger list. 

Diary 34, 1923 
April 19-21 

-19th - 
Have Judge Winn in the room with me - two half 
beds -good. 

-20th – 
Crossed Portland Inlet, though Wales Inlet and into 
Hidden Inlet to the cannery, where we unloaded 
cannery people and supplies till a very late hour. 

-21st – 
In Ketchikan: Visited with my friends, and attended 
to some business arrangements. 
Nothing new in Alaska that is necessary to record.  
Left for Wrangell - beautiful weather. 
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Diary 34, 1923 
April 21-23 

21 
We reached Wrangell early in evening - 
consultation with Judge Thomas, John Grant, Mrs. 
Matheson & others about business matters. 
Left Wrangell about midnight. 

-22nd – 
In Petersburg early this morning - The boat 
unloading cannery supplies, 40 young people, 
school children, on “Admiral Rogers” going to 
Juneau. 
Reached Juneau at 11 oclock p.m. 

-23d- 
In the office at work. 
Gov. Bone sent for me - wants to talk about 
Appropriation for Territorial Museum & Library & 
also fishery resolution. 

Diary 34, 1923 
April 24-25 

-24th – 
Prepared letter of explanation of Judgment in 
Holman v. Tjosevig, et. al. and forwarded same to 
Christian Tjosevig by nights boat. 
Answering correspondence. 
Dinner tonight at residence of Mr. & Mrs. Karl 
Theile, Sec. Terry, present, family Col Steese, 
Theodore Kettleson & wife, from Sitka & self - we 
talked interestedly about pioneer days in the 
Tanana. - Thiele was newspaper carrier from 
Fairbanks to the Creeks those days. 

-25th – 
Have prepared agreed proposal of sale of 60% of 
stock in the Cripple 

Diary 34, 1923 
April 25 

25 
Creek Min. Co. and Alaska Exploration Co. for 
signature of stockholders to sell same to S.A. 
Perkins of Tacoma, in pursuance to any agreement 
with him April 17th 1923. 
Will sent to Frame & other’s at Hyder for signature 
as soon as completed & then to Perkins. 
Ans. correspondence (Father Kashevary, of 
Greek(Russian) Church today gave me a beautiful 
copy of The Gospel of St. Mathew, = “The Holy 
Good. Tidings according to St. Mathew, in Aleut 
Kodiak language as. translated by Elias Tyghnof, 
St. Petersburg, 1848.” 
It is a beautiful piece of printing, excellent binding 
and a fine state of preservation - fine & clean. 

Diary 34, 1923 
April 26 

-26th – 
Prepared Statement for sale of our mining interests 
in the Cripple Creek Mine Co. & the Exploration 
Co. to S.A. Perkins & associates & placed it in the 
mail directed to John W. Frame, Hyder; signed by 
myself, Kehoe, & Locke & Mrs. McKinnon, and to 
be signed by Frame, Hummel, Hanson & Johnson 
at Hyder & Sutherland in Seattle.  When signed I 
will deliver it to Perkins according to agreement. 
Dinner with Sutherland, Delegate, & Valentine 
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tonight. 
S. is greatly disappointed because the Governor 
has announced he will veto Resolution of the 
Legislature appropriating-money to test validity of 
Presidents Fish Reserve in the Cook Inlet - Bristol 
Bay region. 

Diary 34, 1923 
April 27-29 

-27th – 
Prepared form of judgment in the case of Hildre v 
Ross et. al. - a case that has been sadly neglected 
in my office, - partly my fault, too. 
The Marshals fees have been running up for 7 1/2 
months - largely our fault. 

-28th – 
In court on Motion calendar - cases Judgment 
entered in Hildre Case. 
Preparing law brief in Lynch case. 

-29th – 
Sunday. Recd. a letter from Debbie saying she will 
start home on the 2nd on the Spokane - will be 
here next Sunday. 

Diary 34, 1923 
April 30- 
May 1 

30th  
We took judgment in Hildre case on Saturday and 
are getting papers out today for sale of attached 
property.  Kehoe goes to Petersburg today with 
Arness to examine into facts and papers in a 
prospective suit against the Portland bank which 
took over Arness property. 

May 1st 
Working on Introduction for Mrs. Nichols new book 
“Alaska, A Struggle for Home Rule,” at the request 
of the Arthur H. Clark Co. of Cleveland, Ohio. 
See his letter of April 5, 1923. 

Diary 34, 1923 
May 2-3 

-2nd- 
Same as yesterday. 

-3rd – 
Col. Steese, chairman of the Alaska Eng. Com,  

and now in charge of the Govt. Ry. came in today 
to inspect my Diary of 1903, giving data about Mt. 
McKinley exploration. He is procuring information 
with a view of opening trails from the Railroad to 
Mt. McKinley, and especially a trail to the “Jump 
Off,” above the Hanna Glacier, where we were 
stopped on our attempt to ascend the mountains. 

Diary 34, 1923 
May 4 

4th [3rd ?] continued 
The Sixth session of the Territorial Legislature is 
about to adjourn after passing the appropriation 
bills etc. It had done but little more, though 
probably enough. 
I am quite satisfied with the work done by that body 
in its various sessions since the creation thereof by 
the act of August 24, 1912.  It has made some 
mistakes, but fewer than Congress in Alaskan 
matters. 

Am greatly interested in the preparation of my  
“Introduction” to Prof. Nichols book on Home Rule, 

J:\hist_docs\wickersham\ASL-MS0107-5-34.doc 

http://Eng.Com


Alaska State Library - Historical Collections, PO Box 110571, Juneau AK 99811-0571 
Diary of James Wickersham. Jan. 1, 1922 to May 16, 1923. 
MS 107 BOX 5 DIARY 34 
 

though I fear it will be too long- a mistake which 
can be remedied by the use of the blue pencil. 

Diary 34, 1923 
May 5 

-5th – 
John B. Marshall came to my room last night to tell 
me that Mr. A.C. Means who has just recently been 
appointed Prohibition Enforcement Officer for 
Alaska in Marshalls place, met one of the most 
prominent violators of that law two nights ago & 
himself drank forbidden liquor at the meeting & 
entered in to an agreement with the “bootleggers” 
by which he will connive at their illicit trade! 
I doubt the story! 
Marshall assured me solemnly that he had the 
positive information of the truth of the story. 
Marshall has been transferred to the (general office 
in Washington D. C. where he will be in the law 
branch of the work. 

Diary 34, 1923 
May 6 

-6th – 
Kehoe returned form Petersburg yesterday. 
We are furnishing & rearranging the office & 
cleaning up for the summer. 
Mr. Al. Zipf, who represents the Alaska Packers 
Assoc. came to see me and said he had talked 
with McCord at Seattle about employing me as 
attorney for them in Alaska. 
We had a general understanding & he assured me 
that he intended to urge my employment along the 
line suggested by McCord.  Zipf, Barfield, Leahey, 
Fozzard & others employed to lobby for the 
Cannerymen & the Kennecott Co. against a raise 
in their taxes are going home much disappointed - 
for the taxes were raised to the limit. 
I gave a dinner tonight at the Arcade & the 
following song was specially written and sung by 
the crowd with much spirit. 

Diary 34, 1923 
May 6 

6 
Down Where The Tanana Flows 

Friends, if you will listen, I will sing you a song, 
Down where the Tanana flows. 

Of a trail that was nearly five hundred miles long, 
Down where the Tanana flows. 

Our sleds they were heavy, our hearts they were light, 
We mushed them along from morning till night, 
O’er the Goodpasture trail - it was clear out of sight,  

Down where the Tanana flows. 
 

Chorus: 
Down, down, down where the Tanana flows, flows, flows, 
It goes down, down, down, but nobody knows where it 
goes, 
We started from Dawson one morning at two, 
We all felt so happy we thought we’d get through,  
But now we are stuck, ‘tis a hard piece of luck, 

Down where the Tanana flows. 
 

No doubt you have all heard of Curly Munroe, 
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Down where the Tanana flows. 
He started from Dawson a long time ago, 

Down where the Tanana flows. 
The pay it was small and the diggings were deep, 
And Curly turned back with a pair of cold feet, 
But since he has left we’ve struck the pay streak, 

Down where the Tanana flows. 
 
Now, John Bonnifield was ahead on the trail, 

Down where the Tanana flows, 
He’d said, “Good-bye, boys,” in the old Klondike vale. 

Down where the Tanana flows. 
But now with gild hand his old friends he will greet, 
He will show you a lot on Fairbanks street, 
He’ll charge you two-fifty, now, boys, aint that cheap?  

Down where the Tanana flows. 
 

Dan Callahan left Circle with a bottle or two, 
Down where the Tanana flows. 

Said he, “With this hooch I’ll surely get through,” 
Down where the Tanana flows. 

But right from the start the blacks wouldn’t pull. 
The mushers told Dan he was filled up with bull, 
So he wailed into Fairbanks right jolly and full, 

Down where the Tanana flows. 
 

At the City of Fairbanks Dan swore he would quit, 
Down where the Tanana flows. 

When they sent him to Juneau he near had a fit, 
Down where the Tanana flows. 

The Juneau hash shops served meat that was tough, 
The eggs were cold storage, but Dan got enough, 
And like a true statesman went after the stuff, 

Down where the Tanana flows. 
Diary 34, 1923 
May 6 

6 
Now the gang from the Fourth was strong on taxation 

But not where the Tanana flows. 
They ran it up high on the fish of the nation, 

But not where the Tanana flows. 
They soaked the Guggs plenty, the cannerymen, too, 
Then appropriated money for a School of Mines new, 
And adjourned to Mary’s Roadhouse to fill up on brew, 

Down where the Tanana flows. 
 

There were present at my dinner Senators Dunn & 
Snodgrass, Representatives Ross, Johnson, & 
Keys: also Sec. Terry, Karl Thiele & Kettleson, 
Supt. Pioneers Home.  The waitress brought in a 
tray of what appeared to be Manhattan whisky 
cocktails with a red cherry in each glass, - but 
when Dan Callahans appetite induced him to drink 
-everybody enjoyed his disappointed look - for it 
was only cold tea.  No speeches, just a golly good 
dinner with music and songs, and tales of early 
days on the Tanana. 

Diary 34, 1923 
May 6-7 

-6th continued- 
Still working on Introduction. 
Debbie returned home today on the “Admiral 
Rogers” - Spokane” 
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She seems as glad to get home as I am to have 
her. 

-7th – 
Wrote letter to John W. Frame in an effort to get 
him and the other boys at Hyder to agree to a 
proposition to sell the Cripple Creek & Ex. Co. 
properties to S. A. Perkins & associates. 
Am having much trouble for John is very 
suspicious & hard to manage, but I am trying to 
mollify him & get him to act in harmony in the 
matter. 

Diary 34, 1923 
May 8-9 

-8th – 
Kehoe is complaining, I fear justly, that he is not 
receiving enough income from our law business to 
keep up his home, pay his necessary expenses 
etc.  I am considering making his income fixed at 
any rate. 

-9th – 
Prepared Reply to defendants Plea in Bar in the 
Lynch Indian case from Ketchikan. 
It is an interesting question involving the rights of 
the Ketchikan Indians to reserved trade lands, and 
presents many interesting questions of law. 

Diary 34, 1923 
May 10-16 

-10th – 
Get settlement in the Robe case today & money for 
Robe, Watson & McCrossan $3366 - in full. 

-11th – 
Working on Introduction. 

-12- 
Working today on Hildre case & other court work.  
Also on putting my office in shape, cleaning house, 
and getting new desk, etc. 

-13th – 
Recd. through the mail a check from Ter. Treasurer 
for the sum of $1045.90 being my fee in Dist. & 
Circuit Court of Appeals for services in Annett Is. 
case, & expenses. 
The last of the members of the 6th Legislature left -
for home today, and I received advance sheets of 
6th Alaska Rep. 

-14- 
Working in office - nothing new. 
John Frame refused to agree to sale to Perkins of 
Mining Claims at Hyder! 

-15- 
Busy in office as usual. 

-16- 
Got agreement for settlement with Roden of cases 
against Libby, McNeill & Libby - damages for 3 
deaths wreck “SS. Robinson” at Yakutat. 
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Diary 35, 1923 [Front cover] 
Private Diary 

Of  
James Wickersham 

1923. 
May 17th, 1923 to February 27, 1925. 

 
Judge Noyes $30,000 in gold 

Dust.  See pages 237-244 
Diary 35, 1923 
May 17-19 

1923 
May 17, 1923. 

Cleaning office, Valentine Bldg, Juneau. 
-18th – 

Same as yesterday, putting up books and pictures. 
Bought - a great square oak desk from Alaska 
Gastineau Co. at Thane, & will have a nice clean 
office. 
Business is coming in rather good. 

-19th – 
Am about finished with my Introduction to Alaska: 
A struggle for Home Rule. by Professor Nichols, 
which the Arthur H. Clark. Co. asked me to write. 
It will be 40 pages long - maybe too long, but the 
blue pencil can remedy that defect. 

Diary 35, 1923 
May 20-23 

-20th – 
Finished “Introduction” but for corrections. 

-21st – 
Engaged with Cloudy from Ketchikan & Current of 
Portland in closing up their claims against the 
Alaska Jumbo Metals Co. - Gov. Sulzer is 
attempting to jockey both out of the property placed 
by the Metals Co. on his Jumbo claims under a 
short term lease - Office busy. 

-22nd – 
Busy with cases for the Ketchikan term which 
meets next Monday. 
Have finished my “Introduction” except for final 
polish and citations. 

-23d- 
Same as yesterday. 

Diary 35, 1923 
May 24-25 

-24th – 
Forwarded my Mss. for Introduction to Prof. 
Nichols “Alaska: A Struggle for Home Rule,” To 
Arthur H. Clark & Co. Cleveland, Ohio. 
Wrote a long letter on Northwest Coast ethnology 
& archeology to Mr. N. C. Nelson, assistant Curator 
of the American Museum of Natural History, 77th 
St. & Central Park West, New York, in answer to 
his inquiry. 

-25- 
Wrote business letter to A.G. Hanson, Enumclaw, 
setting up the advantage of acquiring Forest 
Service concession 
for timber - saw or pulp & paper. 
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Diary 35, 1923 
May 26-27 

-26th – 
Working on office business trying to get caught up 
so I can get away to court at Ketchikan next week. 
Am reading Elihu Roots books, and my admiration 
for him is growing accordingly. 

-27th – 
Sunday - the first base ball of the season - a 
procession needed by a brass band, with a great 
automobile carrying the Governor next, and other 
automobiles with the rival base ball teams, followed 
by many other auto’s filled with enthusiasts etc. 
wended its way to the newly leveled 
part - & the first game of the season was played - 
Elks v Moose. 

Diary 35, 1923 
May 28 

-28th – 
The U. S. Circuit Court of Appeals today - in San 
Francisco - decided the Annette Island Case 
against me.  I am greatly disappointed for I had 
firmly convinced myself I would win. 
Wrote a letter to U. S. Senator Medill McCormick 
asking him to write the facts to Secretary of War, 
about the name “Hanna Glacier,” on Mt McKinley, 
and get the Secretary to persuade Col. Steese, 
Pres. Alaska Engineering Commission to use that 
official name on his maps & printed data about Mt 
McKinley instead of the unofficial name - Peters 
Glacier! 

Diary 35, 1923 
May 29 

-29th – 
Also find the U.S. Circuit Ct. of Appeals denied us 
Habeas Corpus in Mabry case, and affirmed Judge 
Reeds decision, which sends poor Mabry to jail for 
five months & compels him to pay the heavy fine & 
costs - merely for taking a drink of liquor with some 
friends!  On that basis most of the members of the 
last legislature would have gone to jail & been fined 
- more heavily -but they were not.  The Mabry 
decision is a case of rank injustice through the 
forms of law.  I will try to get Judge Reed & Shoup 
to recommend a commutation of sentence. 

Diary 35, 1923 
May 30 

-30th – 
Wrote letter to W. P. Mills, Sitka & sent him form of 
petition for commutation of imprisonment in 
sentence of Mabry & asked him to get DeArmond, 
justice of the peace who sentenced Mabry & the 
jury to sign - if possible. 
Sent Howard Turner, care A.C. Co. San Francisco, 
copies of Vol 1-2, & 4 of “Yukon Press,” - sent him 
back the copy which he gave me years ago - & 
others for which I have a complete file left. 

“Decoration Day.” 
Left Juneau on “Queen” at 10 oclock for Ketchikan- 
for court - and later for a trip to Hyder - hoping to 
get Frame to agree to sale to Perkins. 
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Diary 35, 1923 
May 31- 
June 1 

31st 
The Queen reached Wrangell this afternoon & I 
secured signature to papers in Matheson case by 
Grant, Guardian for minor heirs. 

Mr. Fred Sheakley, son of Governor Sheakly,  
Alaska, years ago is on board and I had a pleasant 
visit with him.  He is an old bachelor, & a clerk in 
W.P. Mills store in Sitka. 

June 1st. 
Reached Ketchikan at 2 a.m. 
McHugh case appealed by Alaska St. Co. 
Robertson & Zeigler attys. 
Hope to get to Hyder tomorrow eyeing & back 
Monday morning. 

Diary 35, 1923 
June 2 

June 2nd – 
Argued demurrer in Lynch case 
Matheson case. court decided against me. 
Case of Bernard v Bernard dismissed by plaintiff 
over my objection - 
Left Ketchikan for Hyder at 1. p.m. on the small 
boat the “Carmen” 
A beautiful afternoon – cloudless. 

Diary 35, 1923 
June 2 

2 
Argued demurrer in Lynch case 
Matheson case. court decided against me. 
Case of Bernard v Bernard dismissed by plaintiff 
over my objection - 
Left Ketchikan for Hyder at 1. p.m. on the small 
boat the “Carmen” 
A beautiful afternoon – cloudless. 
 
About a year or two ago some Indian, here at 
Ketchikan told me that in the forest of abandoned 
Totem poles in the old Tongass village - likewise 
long abandoned on Tongass Island, there was a 
large life size statue of 

Diary 35, 1923 
June 2 

2 
Abraham Lincoln, and ever since I have wished to 
stop at the old village site and inspect the carvings 
and ascertain if there was such a pole there.  As 
our boat would pass the island at about 7:30, while 
it was yet broad day light I asked Capt. Leonard if 
he would go in and let us see if such an object was 
there.  He said he would if it was agreeable to the 
passengers.  At my request Mr. Ernest Blue an 
attorney bound to Hyder interviewed the dozen 
persons on board and they gladly joined in the 
request to Captain. 

Diary 35, 1923 
June 2 

2 
We anchored in a little bay on - I suppose - the 
north side of Tongass - and went ashore in a small 
boat - 2 women - Mrs. Leonard & Mrs. Gray and 6 
or 7 men, and tramped around the beach to the 
north and east sides of the low island, and came 
upon the old Totem poles set deep in the brush 
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and weeds on the old village site - & there stood a 
high pole in the midst of the old tribal seal with a 
life sized statue of Abraham Lincoln on its top. 
The pole is about 30 feet high, while Lincolns 
statue is carved out of (apparently) the top of the 
pole.  He is standing - 6 feet 

Diary 35, 1923 
June 2 

2 
or more tall, dressed in clothes of the war period, 
with a long tailed dress coat such as 
he wore, with his, famous stove-pipe hat on his 
head, & breeches covering his legs.  His whiskers 
are comely carved, and altogether it was a startling 
likeness of the great President, standing 
there above the hundred carvings on dozens of 
great carved Tongass poles, overlooking them all, 
and with his gaze fixed southward across the 
beautiful little harbor where the Indians landed their 
canoes, and out across the wide channel of 
Portland Canal, 

Diary 35, 1923 
June 2 

2 
as if expectantly waiting the coming 
of his people to rescue his unique and wonderful 
totem statue from the decaying and abandoned 
village, and to set it up in a state of preservation 
that it might form an altar for those who love him 
and his principles of Government.  A very thrilled 
little crowd of his devout and enthusiastic followers 
gazed in awe and silence upon the Tongass 
likeness of the martyred president, and gathered 
around with a view of witnessing its fine 
photographic character - in the fading twilight of the 
glorious day. 

Diary 35, 1923 
June 2 

2 
There was but one thought - it must be protected & 
preserved! 
On our return to the Carmen & our enthusiastic 
report and glowing description , every one on 
board agreed to meet with me and form then and 
there - an Association for its preservation. 
We met in the cabin of the Carmen - Captain 
Leonard was asked to call the meeting to order.  I 
was elected President of the Association, Mr. Blue, 
Secretary, Mr. of Ketchikan, Vice President, Mrs. 
Leonard, Treasurer, and a Committee of Three as 
directors: 

Diary 35, 1923 
June 2 

2 
A Resolution expression of our intentions was 
prepared by Mr. Blue and adopted, and we even 
regularly organized as “The Lincoln Association of 
Alaska,” with instructions to present the facts to 
Governor Bone, and procure him to, if possible, to 
present the matter to President Harding when in 
Alaska, and secure his action by a Reservation of 
Tongass Island as a National Park with the 
purpose of preserving this most unique statue of 
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Lincoln in a public park - before it decays and falls 
into the mass of decaying Indian village. 

Diary 35, 1923 
June 2 

June 3rd- 
Reached Hyder this morning at 8 oclock - Frame 
met me at the outer end of the Government dock 
with an automobile! and I rode into town over a 
long well constructed dock, and branched off when 
1st St. crosses it onto a new and excellent plank 
road to the center of town!  Hyder is improving. 
Went out with Frame to see Jerome Dugas, and 
the old man at once agreed to extend the time for 
the payment by Frame & the Cripple Creek Min. 
Co. of a payment of $2500, due June 5th, for 90 
days - to Sept. 5th! 

Diary 35, 1923 
June 3 

3 
Dugas came back to town with us & made the 
contract in writing. Had an interview with Hummel 
& Johnson - both of whom demand money for their 
work on the Cripple Creek claims - they think I 
ought to pay them, when they are parties in the 
project the same as I am. 
Had long conference with Knipple and Davis over 
their interest in the lawsuit of New Alaska Min. Co. 
v Daly Alaska Min. Co.  Knipple Dan & McGrew- 
they gave me their papers, etc. and asked me to 
take care of their rights.  On the wharf just before I 
left Hyder, Harry Hummel told me that he and 

Diary 35, 1923 
June 3-4 

3 
Johnson had filed liens on the Cripple Creek claims 
for the work they had done there!  Had a good visit 
with many persons - some of whom talked 
business & Left Hyder on “Carmen” at 4. p.m. 

-4th – 
Reached Ketchikan this morning at 8 a.m. from 
Hyder - had a good bath - clean clothes, & a sleep 
- the “Northwestern” in at 1 oclock, & paid my bill & 
left at 3. p.m. on her for Wrangell. 
Judge Reed, Clerk Dunn, and others going to 
Wrangell to hold a short term, & we will take the 
testimony in the Matheson case while there.  Met 
Jack Buckley 

Diary 35, 1923 
June 4 

4 
deputy U.S. Marshal from Fairbanks on boat - tells 
me he has been in Seattle for some Weeks getting 
the evidence against Romeo Hoyt, for stealing 
Liberty bonds, etc. from Postmaster Deals safe in 
Fairbanks - he seems to suspicion “Deal” as a 
party to the crime - I have never had much 
confidence in Deal.  Also met           Elmer, 
mining man from Chistochina – Miller Gulch etc. 
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Before we reached Wrangell I wrote a full 
description of the Lincoln statue at Tongass Is. and 
sent it to Governor Bone urging publicity and an 
application to President Harding for a Reservation 
of the Lincoln Park. 

Diary 35, 1923 
June 5-7 

-5- 
Court is engaged all day in hearing Naturalization 
cases & the Matheson Case is put off till tomorrow.  
Went to top of the hill, Mt. Dewey,” & enjoyed the 
view.  We are having glorious weather. 

-6th – 
Court engaged this forenoon in Naturalization 
cases.  Long talk with Ferguson, of Sulzer, P.O. 
about Adam Shellhouse & his iron claims at that 
place. 
Getting objections to Matheson claims ready for 
filing in case. 

-7th – 
Court took testimony today in support of Zeiglers 
claims against 

Diary 35, 1923 
June 7 

7 
the Matheson Estate,- some $20.000. 
Business men of Wrangell took Judge Reed,  

Dunn, Stable & Me down to Shoemaker Bay to 
view the proposed site for Indian Industrial School.  
A fine site & a much needed project. Judge Reed 
seems favorable to the project, & will have 
influence in its location.  We left Wrangell at 11 
p.m. on the Steamship “Alameda” for Ketchikan.   
Before I left took affidavits in re One Seal Skin 
belonging to Maurice Healey, who promised me a 
fee of $100. for recovering, a fur seal skin with not 
more than $10.00. 
Healey is 85 years old, and has resided in Alaska 
since 1871. - 52 years, & in Wrangell for 48 years! 

Diary 35, 1923 
June 8 

-8th – 
Mr. & Mrs. John Starr, Gov. Bone’s daughter & her 
husband are on the “Alameda” going to Seattle & 
gave me a nice letter from the Governor 
acknowledging receipt of my Lincoln Park letter. 
 
[clipping] 

Alaska Daily Empire, Wednesday, June 6, 1923 
HARDING TO BE  
ASKED TO MAKE  
NATIONAL PARK 

Gov. Bone to Ask Tongass 
Island Park to Preserve 

Lincoln Carving. 
President Harding will be asked by Gov. Scott C 

Bone to declare Tongass Island a National Park for 
the preservation of a remarkable statue of 
Abraham Lincoln carved by an Indian over 50 
years ago and stands in a group of fine totem poles 
which have withstood the ravages of time.  An 
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announcement to this effect was made today by 
the Governor. 

Tongass Island is a diminutive body of land off 
the southern most point of the Alaska mainland 
and was the site of Ft. Tongass, established soon 
after the Seward purchase, but abandoned long 
ago.  The statue surmounts a 30-foot totem pole 
and faithfully presents the emancipator dressed in 
the clothing of that period, with long coat and 
stovepipe hat, and holding in his left hand an object 
typifying his famous proclamation. His face is 
turned southward across the boundary waters of 
Dixon’s Entrance.  The work was executed from a 
picture given the native by a soldier and the 
portrayal is strikingly true to life. 

Vessels entering Alaska pass within sight of 
Tongass Island, but stops are rarely made and the 
existence of the totems has been unknown to 
tourists of Alaskans generally. 

Judge James Wickersham visited the island a 
few days ago en route to Hyder and found the 
totems splendidly preserved and the Lincoln statue 
most striking.  It is upon his report to the Governor 
that the park will be remembered.  Initial steps 
have been taken toward the formation of a Lincoln 
Park Association. 

 
We reached Ketchikan this morning at 7 oclock. 
Will be able to get my 

Diary 35, 1923 
June 8 

8 
two cases - Lynch & Matheson on for argument 
before Judge Reed tomorrow - & then will go 
home. 
Tonight I had conference with three Indians - 
Joseph Starr, Wm. E. Kininook and Mrs. Jennie 
Lynch, the latter an interpreter about the history of 
the Lincoln statue on a totem pole at Tongass 
Island.  They told me the pole was carved by a 
Nass Indian carver – “Thleda” by name, for Charlie 
Starr - “Ts-Kad”, who was Joe Starrs father, and. 
Wm Kininook’s uncle - about 34 years ago - but I 
think longer ago from their statements.  They agree 
the statue 

Diary 35, 1923 
June 8 

8 
is that of a white man, but do not know what white 
man it was intended to represent.  I put their 
statement down in writing and they agreed the 
statement was correct & signed & swore to its 
correctness. 
They gave me this data about the former locations 
and towns of the Tongass: (1) their first town - the 
first they know about, was on Dall Island, and was 
called “Yihl-Ki-e-Kan” – the i in the second syllable 
broad.  (2) Their second resting place was inside of 
Cape Shakan on Prince of Wales Is. and was 
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called “Kus-Ke-yeh”  (3) The third was on the west 
side of Duke Is. and was called “Khaik-an” - 
Kaigan. 

Diary 35, 1923 
June 8 

8 
(4) the fourth was on Cat Is. and was called “Da-
sā-hukw.”  (5) The fifth, was at: Metlakatla, or Port. 
Chester, & was called. “Tag-wah-nē.  (6) The sixth 
was at: old Tongass on Duke Is., inside & called 
“Da-sā-hukw,” another (7) at Tongass Is. and 
called, “Kā-dōch-Kō.”  This latter name means 
“where white moss grows.” 
The Starr (Tsa-Kād) family belongs to the Crow 
clan, and the lower symbols on the Lincoln pole 
refers to them. 
Judge Reed District Court, informs me he is going 
to Hyder, about Sunday & will stop at Tongass Is. 
and photograph the Lincoln pole, and get further 
data for Gov. Bone. 

Diary 35, 1923 
June 9 

-9th – 
Argued Matheson & Lynch cases - the law - today 
& Judge Reed will examine authorities & 
precedents submitted & decide points soon. 
Will go back to Juneau on the SS Watson tonight.  
The following story about the Lincoln statue printed 
in Wrangell Sentinel under date June 7: 
 
[clipping] 

Remarkable 
Totem Is 

Discovered 
A remarkable discovery was made a few days ago 
by Judge James Wickersham who is writing a 
history of Alaska.  The discovery is that of a totem 
pole of Abraham Lincoln.  The pole is in a fine state 
of preservation and the carving is so wonderful that 
it would do credit to a renowned sculptor.   

When seen at the Wrangell hotel by the Sentinel 
reporter. Judge Wickersham stated that about a 
year ago he was talking to some of the older 
Indians about totem lore when one of them told him 
that there was standing in old Fort Tongass about 
50 miles from Ketchikan a totem of Abraham  
Lincoln.  The Indian was so positive in his 
statements that it made an impression on Judge 
Wickersham which remained with him. A few days 
ago when Judge Wickersham was called to Hyder 
on business he arranged with F.B. Leonard, 
skipper on the Carmen, to have the boat go out of 
its regular course and make a call at Fort Tongass. 

Arriving at the old abandoned fort the party found 
to their amazement a remarkable likeness of the 
great emancipator standing erect – isolated, 
distinguished, and serene. 
The totem represents Lincoln as wearing whiskers, 
a top hat and a frock coat, ands in his outstretched 
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hand is a scroll which is undoubtedly intended to 
represent the emancipation proclamation. 

Diary 35, 1923 
June 9 

9 
[clipping continued] 

It is Judge Wickershams theory that when the 
American forces were stationed at Fort Tongass 
more than fifty years. ago, some soldier became 
interested in the totems which the Indians were 
carving, and decided that it would be a patriotic 
thing to have the Indians erect a totem for the 
martyred president.  It is very evident that the 
Indian who made the totem was a master hand at 
carving, and it is not unlikely that this was the first 
statue of Lincoln that was ever erected.  As the 
Goddess of Liberty stands at the entrance of New 
York harbor so has this unique statue of Lincoln 
stood at the southern boundary of Alaska for more 
than half a century looking out upon every steamer 
that has come to Alaska via the Inside Passage. 

The Indians evidently received a correct 
impression of the greatness of Lincoln.  It is now 
recalled that there died several years ago a well 
known Cape Fox Indian whose name was 
Abraham Lincoln, and it is supposed that the 
erection of the Lincoln totem had something to do 
with his being given that name. 

The passengers on the Carmen were so 
enthusiastic over their discovery that they 
organized aboard the boat the Alaska Lincoln 
Memorial Association with the following officers: 

President – Judge James Wickersham of 
Juneau. 

Treasurer – Mrs. F.B. Leonard of Ketchikan. 
Secretary – Earnest Blue of Hyder. 
There are numerous other totems at Fort 

Tongass in a good state of preservation, and the 
newly organized association proposes to work to 
have the old fort set apart as a National park. 

The matter has already been taken up with 
Governor Scott C. Bone and with his assistance 
and that of others having influence it is believed 
that the matter can be so presented that there will 
be little difficulty in securing an executive order 
from the President. 
 
Peter Williams an educated Indian tells me the 
Lincoln statue is a carving of “Capt. Cook,” while 
Father Kashaverof, informs Gov. Bone that it is 
William H. Seward!  Well, it is interesting anyway, 
and is exciting much talk.  If its any of these 
eminent men its of historic value, and may result in 
securing the preservation of this fine group of 
totem poles!!! 
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Diary 35, 1923 
June 10 

-10th – 
Sunday.  Left Ketchikan last night, Petersburg this 
morning and saw the Bank of Petersburg - Elsmore 
- about Arness matter.  Elsmore agreed if Arness 
would deed the Wahkiakum Co., Wash. land to the 
bank it would :7 to accept it in full payment. 

Reached Juneau at 4:30 p.m. all well. 
Just before I left Ketchikan I received a telegram  

from “Izzy” Goldstein Mayor of Juneau, asking me 
to speak at the Juneau banquet to the 
Congressmen now visiting Alaska - this morning he 
called me up on the telephone & I promised to 
appear & assist them! 

Diary 35, 1923 
June 11 

-11th – 
The business mens crowd is having trouble in its 
own ranks - Jack Hellenthal is the attorney for the 
Alaska Juneau Mines, and Phil Bradly, Jack & 
Roberson, the atty. for the Alaska. SS. Co. got hold 
of the organization & appointed themselves with 
Faulkner et. al. as the Committees on Reception 
for the Senators & Congressmen next Wednesday.  
Now, Jack announces he intends to attack the 
Forest Service bureau in his speech & “Izzy” 
Goldstein, Mayor tells me that he & others have 
tried tone Jack down, but in vain.  He declares he 
wont be “gaged” - etc. and so they have informed 
him he can only talk 10 min. but they do not feel 
sure they can shut him off even then! 

Diary 35, 1923 
June 12-13 

-12th – 
Working in office and getting things ready for the 
arrival of the U.S.S. “Cambria” tomorrow with the 
Congressional party. 

-13th – 
Today began rainy & cloudy but cleared up toward 
noon and in the afternoon was fair & tonight bright.  
The “Cambria” came in at 10 a.m. loaded with 
tourists -Congressmen and their wives. 
Robertson, Faulkner, Phil. Bradley, Goldstein, et. 
al. -the opposition - big interest crowd, had 
captured all the Committees & barred Rustgard, 
Atty. Genl. Sutherland, Delegate & all their friends, 
including myself, from the organization to meet & 
entertain 

Diary 35, 1923 
June 13 

13 
the visitors, and with the self-importance of a small-
town crowd, they even fenced off the wharf so as 
to exclude everyone but the committee from the 
landing place! 
Mrs. W. & I waited in the outer fringe until the boat 
was landed, and while they were hunting for a 
gang plank the Chief of Police, who is a friend of 
ours & had charge of the exit invited us to go into 
the reserved wharf, which we did.  Immediately our 
friends on board the boat urged us to come 
aboard, and put out improvised steps & 
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Congressman Wood of Indiana & Delegate 
Sutherland & others boosted Mrs. Wickersham 
aboard & I followed & we held a reception on the 
boat in sight of the very exclusive but slow 

Diary 35, 1923 
June 13 

13 
committee of Reception standing on the wharf 
solemnly waiting for the arrival of a gang plank 
from another wharf. Mr. & Mrs. Ed. Taylor of 
Colorado; Mr. & Mrs. Wood of Indiana; Mr. & Mrs. 
Crisp from Georgia; Mr. & Mrs. Percy Quin, of 
Mississippi, Mr. & Mrs. “Col” Winslow, of Mass. and 
a dozen others of our old time Congress Hall 
friends were on board and we had a good half 
hours visit with them & many others before the 
arrival of the gang plank permitted the guests to 
move off the Cambria and form into line & thus 
meet the cold & informal committee. 
The Congressional party was taken out to the 
Mendenhall glacier in the absence of any other 
point or matter of Interest.  I visited around town 
with 

Diary 35, 1923 
June 13 

13 
some of them & Mrs. Wickersham went shopping 
with Mrs. Taylor & other ladies.  At six oclock we 
had our banquet to the men in the Elks Hall, while 
the ladies of the party were also entertained at a 
separate banquet in the same building. 
Gov. Bone welcomed the guests & I & Robertson, 
Faulkner, Phil Bradley, Britt & finally Sutherland 
boosted for 10 minutes apiece.  Five Senators:  
Warren of Wyo, Robinson of Ark., Ladd of N. Dak., 
Jones of Ariz., and Howell of Nebraska, and Rep. 
Winslow, Crisp, etc. talked in response. 
At 10 oclock we adjourned to a reception at the 
Governors mansion, where we had music, 
refreshments etc. & then the Cong. Party retired to 
the Cambria.  It was a 

Diary 35, 1923 
June 13-14 

13 
very satisfactory ending and every one - both the 
Congressional people and the citizens of Juneau 
seemed to enjoy it hugely, and it certainly did no 
harm, if it did no good.  Winslow, of Mass. 
expressed a wish to get an Alaska cane, & I had 
one specially prepared with a handle of rough 
walrus ivory - and presented it to him, which 
seemed to please him very much. 

-14th – 
Trial of Hildre v Beacon Trading Co. case on claim 
of latter, before the first jury called in aid of U.S. 
Marshal under Chap. 42, Sess. Laws, 1915 
Jury found for us! 

Diary 35, 1923 
June 15-16 

-15- 
Working in office. 

-16th – 
Conferred with Gov. Bone and Atty. Gent. 
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Rustgard about trying to get the Annette Is. 
Packing Co. case to the Supreme Court on 
Certiorari to test the constitutionality of the question 
involved.  Both consent, reluctantly, and I was 
forced to agree that if I fail I will not charge any fee 
- that is if I fail to secure the writ. 
Sent Kehoe to Cape Fanshaw to attend sale on 
Monday, 18th, of property of Fanshaw Mining Co. 
on execution in the Hildre case - Other creditors 
now threatening us!! that we have some property. 

Diary 35, 1923 
June 17 

-17th – 
Sunday - ”Spokane” - “Admiral Rogers” in - mail - 
telegram from Knipple & Davis, Hyder, asking what 
action they must take on failure of Daly Co. to pay - 
Have been busy in office preparing Petition and 
brief in Annette case on Certiorari. 
Father Kashaveroff, Curator Ter. Museum insists 
that the “Lincoln” statue on. Tongass island is a 
statue of Seward, carved & erected by Chief 
“Ebbitts” - Wm Kininook’s father - but Kininook 
denies it, & then Seward had no beard - which the 
statue had.  Seward visited Tongass Is. in 1869, & 
was entertained there by Ebbitts - & told him about 
Lincoln?? 

Diary 35, 1923 
June 17 

17 
[clipping] 

JUNEAU BANQUETS DISTINGUISHED 
MEMEBERS OF CONGRESSIONAL PARTY 

{Juneau Sunday Capital, June 17, 1923.} 
With the large Elks hall filled to capacity with 

banquet tables and diners, Juneau manifested the 
true Alaska spirit of hostility toward the distin-
guished visiting members of our National 
Congress. Shortly after 6 o’clock R.E. Robertson 
called the festal company to order and asked Dr. S. 
Hall Young to invoke the blessing.  Approximately 
180 persons partook of the dinner, which was 
prepared and served under the direction of the 
Gastineau Cafe. Excellent and delightful music was 
furnished by the Coliseum orchestra while the 
dinner was being served. 

At the conclusion of the dinner Mr. Robertson 
again called the assembly to order and in his 
characteristic manner presided as toastmaster 
introducing the various speakers, and strictly 
holding the local celebrities to ten minutes time in 
which to make their remarks. 

Gov. Scott C. Bone was the first to be called 
upon and he in a most gracious and impressive 
manner extended a most hearty welcome to the 
Congressional visitors.  He said in part that he was 
certain that this would be a memorable year in the 
history of Alaska, made so thru the visit of the 
Congressional party to be followed by a visit of the 
President and members of his cabinet.  These two 
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events, he predicted, could not be overestimated in 
importance.  In a semi-humorous manner, which 
deepened its impressiveness, he spoke of  the 
present Capitol building and expressed the hope 
that each member of the party had given it a critical 
survey.  Referring to the size of the Territory he 
said that Southeastern Alaska is an empire in itself.  
He spoke of the Government Railroad and paid 
tribute to Col. Mears who had accomplished this 
great engineering feat, involving the expenditure of 
nearly sixty million dollars without a suspicion of 
graft.  He referred to his acquaintance with many 
members of the party of his long friendship of 
nearly thirty years with Senator Warren, dean of 
the party, and then emphatically added that he still 
considered himself a young man. 

Judge Wickersham holding himself strictly within 
the ten minute time limit set for local speakers, 
responded to his name by hitting the nail squarely 
on the head as he directed the attention of the 
National law-makers to what he considered the 
four chief problems now confronting Alaska.  The 
first problem was that of transportation and he 
urged the visitors to give this their best and most 
serious attention and compare our transportation 
facilities and system with transportation elsewhere.  
He then commended for the consideration of the 
visitors our fisheries problem and the reserve 
system.  Tactfully, wisely and effectively he 
impressed the delegation with the fact that these 
were the paramount problems and that the 
responsibility of solving them rested upon 
Congress.  He then spoke of the division of the 
Territory and stated that the area comprising 
Southeastern Alaska has nearly 50,000 square 
miles, with fishing, mining, lumber and pulp 
industries. He declared that it was worthy of being 
a state and predicted. that soma of these days it 
will add another star to our flag. 

Mr. Bradley spoke briefly but authoritatively on  
the subject of mining. He said that the cost of 
mining ore was so great in this Territory that all ore 
would have to be rated as low grade ore even tho 
the [the rest of the article is not included] 

Diary 35, 1923 
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[clipping] 

The Visit of the Statesmen 
The visit which the large Congressional dele-

gation paid the Territory was much enjoyed by the 
people in the various communities visited.  It is 
hoped it was equally enjoyed by the visitors.  While 
it may be assumed that but little precise, 
knowledge was obtained, the statesmen must have 
acquired sufficient superficial information to enable 
them to apply exact data when the same shall be 
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furnished. 
It must not be overlooked by the people of the 

Territory that the visitors were politicians-men who 
have attained prominence and influence by reason 
of the fact, in part, that they know something of 
human nature and understand that appearances 
are generally deceiving.  At no place along the 
route is it probable that the real problems of Alaska 
were discussed officially.  Reception committees 
are generally appointed to cover up, rather than to 
expose, facts.  This is understood and appreciated 
by men experienced in public affairs.  Questions 
put privately by the visitors disclosed observing 
minds seeking real information.  This was the most 
encouraging sign that something of real value will 
flow from the visit.  But it is not the information 
served up by the steering committees that will do 
the work, except to the extent that the obvious 
effort to conceal facts stimulates inquiry. 

It is the information acquired by personal and 
private contact with men of the Territory that will be 
of greatest value. 

The most effective speech of the local contingent 
at the banquet was delivered, as might be 
expected, by Judge Wickersham.  It was clear cut 
and to the point; it was sane and judicious and 
called attention in forceful and appealing manner to 
the subjects which needed first consideration. 

Messrs. Bradley and Hellenthal urged in very 
able manner the repeal of the laws creating timber, 
oil and coal reserves, and recommended the 
restitution of the ancient system for disposing of 
public lands. 

The expediency of taking such a pronounced 
position on such a subject on such an occasion 
may well be doubted. 

The people of the United States are determined  
that the basic resources of the public domain shall 
not fall into the hands of a few powerful concerns. 
It is for this reason that the land laws of fifty years 
ago never again be restored either for Alaska or for 
the States. To make such a demand for Alaska 
only arouses suspicion, both as to our sincerity and 
our integrity.  It serves to stimulate distrust in the 
minds of statesmen which materially hamper us in 
our efforts for greater home rule. 

Diary 35, 1923 
June 18 

-18th – 
Recd. telegram from Kehoe from. Petersburg 
saying sale of Fanshaw Herring Co. property. had 
again been postponed - evidently those having 
other claims now desire to take advantage of our 
success in securing property with which to pay 
desire to share that success - and Beaumont 
arbitrarily postponed the sale again to our damage 
that they might come in and do so.  They took no 
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chances of less, but after we did that & won they 
crowd us to one side to grab what we saved- 
Have finished Petition for Writ: of Certiorari to 
Supreme Court in the Annette Island tax case - I 
have entire confidence of winning it! 

Diary 35, 1923 
June 19-20 

-19th – 
We are informed the court has put a bar to the 
further proceedings to sell the property we hold 
under execution in the Hildre case, and the other 
creditors will throw the whole matter into 
bankruptcy - so probably none of us will get paid. 

-20- 
Working on Certiorari in the Annette Island case.  
Gov. Bone & Atty. Genl. Rustgard have both 
consented to taking the case up but very 
reluctantly & without any promise of paying me - 
but I’ve worked for Alaska a great deal without pay 
& will do that much more. 

Diary 35, 1923 
June 21 

-21st – 
Am informed by Rustgard & Sutherland that I am 
not to be allowed by the Committee to receive the 
President to have any part or to speak in his 
presence because, they say, I broke over their 
instructions at the Congressional Banquet & “talked 
politics!” 
“Izzy” Goldstein, Mayer, is reported to have made 
the declaration. With Robertson as Chairman & 
Toastmaster -the attorney & Agent in Alaska for the 
Guggenheim Transportation Trust, supported on 
the Com. by Fred Nowell, local Agent for same Co. 
& with Faulkner, atty. for allied Co’s, etc. etc. it 
seems to me they ought to want to shield the poor 
President from Tafts fate.  Of course I did not want 
to talk even 
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to the Congressional party - the Com. was forced 
by public pressure to put me on - and I dont want 
to talk to Pres. Harding - and do not intend to be 
forced to do that - and would only do so on one 
consideration - to protect him from too close 
intimacy with the very fellows who damned poor 
Taft.  However, I have concluded that I will not go 
to Seattle soon, as that would look as if I went 
away to keep from appearing.  I shall stay - but will 
not attempt to take an active part in the 
entertainment - let the “Guggy” - transportation 
crowd go to it. 
Gov. Bone ought to have more sense than to 
embarrass Harding that way. 

Diary 35, 1923 
June 22-23 

-22nd – 
Wrote a long letter to Manes A. Gerard, 26 Cedar 
St., N.Y. offering him the property & project of the 
Harding River power - the Wrangell Pulp & Paper 
Company, also the Alaska Ex. Co. mines at Hyder 
- Gerard was Embassador to Germany, & is the 
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son - in - law of Marcus Daly - Montana mining 
man. 

-23d- 
Some days ago I was engaged by John Rustgard 
Atty Genl. authorized by a letter from John N. Berg, 
Atty. at Law, Minneapolis, Minn. to bring a suit for 
Joseph Kildall & others, against the Pac. Coast & 
Norway Packing Co. et al. to recover minority 
stockholder interests etc.  Henry Roden also 
employed. 

Diary 35, 1923 
June 24-26 

-24th – 
Sunday - and a fine day. 
Dr. De Vighne examined me for insurance 
yesterday & pronounced me in extra good 
condition - according to rule he says I am only 38 
years old! Some Rule! 

-25- 
Working in office - busy. 

-26th – 
Kehoe is not making enough money to keep the 
wolf from the door - he has a debt made in Haines 
before he came to this office of $460.00 which 
troubled him & I have offered to loan him $200 or 
$300. for 6 mo. without interest to help him out - He 
is a good worker - but troubles are greatly 
magnified with him - hence my offer. 

Diary 35, 1923 
June 27-28 

-27th – 
Kehoe is not making enough money to keep the 
wolf from the door - he has a debt made in Haines 
before he came to this office of $460.00 which 
troubled him & I have offered to loan him $200 or 
$300. for 6 mo. without interest to help him out - He 
is a good worker - but troubles are greatly 
magnified with him - hence my offer. 

-28th – 
Have concluded not to go Seattle now, but to 
remain in Juneau until after President Harding’s 
visit!  Rustgard, Steel, Cole, Dicker & others have 
specially requested me to stay in the hope that 
something may occur 

Diary 35, 1923 
June 28 

28 
that will enable us to do something for the Territory, 
and something to off set the efforts of the 
Transportation and Fishing- Cannery Trusts to so 
influence the President against the public interest. 
For these reasons I have just cancelled my 
reservation of berth and will remain at home. 
Am writing Darrell a letter of explanation & regret, 
for if he is as badly disappointed as I am, he will 
need the letter. 
Am also writing to Mother, or rather to Lucille, 
promising to come later. 
Of course I do not more than hope to do anything 
of public good while the President is here, but I 
certainly cannot if I go away to Seattle now. 
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Diary 35, 1923 
June 29-30 

-29th – 
Have carefully gone over my books of accounts in 
the office and am rather displeased to find that 
Kehoe is not as careful in keeping accounts as he 
should be - he gives himself the best of it, and 
does not pay over the full amount due me in some 
cases.  It does not amount to more than a small 
sum, so I will say nothing and see if it comes out 
OK at the end, as I anticipate it will. 

-30th – 
I have been rewriting some of my manuscript in 
“Pioneering Around Mt. McKinley” in 1903 - its very 
interesting - to me. 

Diary 35, 1923 
July 1-3 

July 1.  Sunday. 
Lockie McKinnon kindly took Mrs. Wickersham & 
me and Billie Bush out to the Mendenhall glacier 
today.  It is a fine scene - and a rare and valuable 
asset to Juneau.  Good roads are abuilding and 
soon it will be Juneau’s great play ground. 

-2nd – 
Paid my bills today. Fine weather & everyone 
getting ready for the 4th  
- Am rewriting my story of Pioneering Around Mt. 
McKinley - just rewriting it. 

3rd – 
Raining!  Still rewriting and correcting the Mss of 
Pioneering Around Mt McKinley. 

Diary 35, 1923 
July 4 

-4th – 
The glorious 4th was almost spoiled by rain - Dr. 
Tigert, U.S. Com. of Ed. came in on the early 
morning boat “Alaska,” and delivered a talk in the 
Coliseum Theater. 
There was music by the brass bands on the street, 
baseball in the afternoon & a parade in the 
evening, - a lot of noise, etc. etc. and a pretty good 
4th at that. 
I received a telegram from Hutton, McLean & 
Dougherty, 60 Bd, N.Y. asking if I would represent 
them in making purchases on Forest service timber 
on July 31.  Answered by night letter that I would & 
asked for specific written instructions. 
Still engaged in rewriting Pioneering Around Mt. 
McKinley 

Diary 35, 1923 
July 5-6 

-5th – 
Mr. Church & his son Cambell went south on the 
“Northwestern” yesterday evening from a hunting 
trip to Alaska Peninsula - they called to see Mrs. 
W. & me & told us of a grand bear hunting trip - 
they killed 10 bear etc. 
Answering my correspondence. 
Mr. Allen, attorney of Seattle called while his boat 
was at the dock. 

-6th – 
Same in office. 
Two U. S. boats came in today loaded with naval 
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militia, including 120 boys from University of Wash 
- Harold Hanson, Jennies son among them. 
I got McKinnon to take Harold & 4 friends out to 
Mendenhall & then had all of them to dinner. 

Diary 35, 1923 
July 7 

-7th – 
Had dinner - lunch - today on board the Eagle boat 
with Harold Hansen’s officers. - all of whom have 
been in my office to inspect my locked moose 
horns.  Beautiful day. 
Mayor Goldstein came personally today, and 
invited me to become a member of the Com. on 
Reception to the President, & this afternoon 
Empire prints the new committee – of about 100. 
News tonight is that the Presidential party is at 
Metlakatla, and has overstaid its time & will not be 
here until Tuesday morning. 
Working as usual in office. 

Diary 35, 1923 
July 8 

8th – 
Sunday & a glorious sunny day - The U.S.S. 
“Unalga” came in this morning with Senator & Mrs. 
Jones & Congressman & Mrs. Hadley aboard, 
enroute to the Pribilof islands - We did 
not know they were coming & evidently some one 
had notified Faulkner & Robertson, for they met 
them with automobile & took them out to 
Mendenhall Glacier for a ride - then sat in their 
automobiles in front of the Zynda Hotel while the 
four guests came up to our rooms & called on Mrs. 
Wickersham & her husband. 
Am writing a letter to the President & to the 
Secretary of the Interior asking them to reserve 
Tongass Is. as the Lincoln Park to preserve the 
totem of Lincoln etc. standing there. 

Diary 35, 1923 
July 9-10 

-9th – 
The newspaper reports are that the President has 
paid his visit to Metlakatla, to Ketchikan & 
Wrangell, and is now enroute to Juneau where he 
will arrive tomorrow morning early. 
I am rewriting “Pioneering Round Mt. McKinley. 

-10th – 
A Great Day For Alaska! 
for the President of the United States with 
Secretaries Work, Wallace & Hoover are in the 
Territory. 
The transport “Henderson” convoyed by two United 
States war vessels, is in the harbor - the President 
has landed and is now being paraded through the 
streets to the Governor’s 

Diary 35, 1923 
July 10 

10 
House.  It is raining hard, but the people are out 
enmasse & the streets are decorated with flags. 
As soon as the parade had landed the president 
and his party at the Executive Mansion, my old 
Washington newspaper & magazine friend, Judson 
C. Welliver, came to my office, with Sutherland, He 
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is now the Chief Clerk at the White House and 
general publicity man to the President.  Every 
public announcement from the White House is 
formulated by him and after approval by the 
President is given out by Welliver to the public.  
Alter a brief friendly discussion he told me he was 
engaged in attempting to persuade the President, 
as part 

Diary 35, 1923 
July 10 

10 
- as the principal part - of his to-be-announced 
Alaskan policy, to urge Statehood for the S.E. 
Alaska, and all that part of Southern Alaska west of 
the 141st: meridian, south of the 66th degree, and 
East of the 154th degree, and including Kodiak 
island, and he begged me to get him all the data 
and argument in my possession so that he ought 
carry it with him tonight on the “Henderson” when 
they go to the westward.  Of course I could not 
refuse a request from him so agreeable, also to my 
own disposition and I promised to go immediately 
at the task. 
I had been down to the dock to see the Presidents 
boat land, 

Diary 35, 1923 
July 10 

10 
but forsook all other attendance upon the daily 
functions and spent my time in preparing a map 
from that in the Governors Rept. for 1922, showing 
the boundary of the proposed State, computing its 
area and setting forth in some detail the resources 
of the area, its population, development, etc.  
Kehoe typed the material and by 7 oclock I had it 
finished - not to my satisfaction, but with sufficient 
clearness of detail as to permit him to present the 
matter on exact information -- on official data. 
At 7 oclock I attended a banquet given to the 
newspaper men with the Presidential party - about 
30 of them. 

Diary 35, 1923 
July 10 

10 
Robertson presided as toastmaster and 3 or 4 of 
the newspaper visitors responded to requests for 
short talks.  It was dull, though necessary, for it 
was proper to feed em, and send them away with 
warm stomach’s - and kind feelings. 
Just before 6 oclock a special messenger came 
down to our hotel, from Gov. Bone, with an 
invitation to be present at the Reception to the 
President at 930.  we think this special request 
came from the fact that the Governor learned that 
the Robertson - Faulkner Com. had not invited me 
to be present! 
We intended to go anyway, for two or three days 
ago Mayor “Izzy” Goldstein 

Diary 35, 1923 
July 10 

10 
came to my office & personally asked me to be a 
member of the reception Committee - & all of that 
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Committee had been requested to attend the 
Reception by public notice in the newspaper. 
We were among the first to greet the President and 
his party. The President remembered me cordially, 
after I was introduced - next after Mrs. Wickersham 
- Mrs. Harding was friendly - & Governor & Mrs. 
Bone.  My introduction to the members of the 
cabinet was formal.  We remained half an hour - 
and I had a friendly and agreeable conversation 
with Speaker Gillett, and. Gov. Spry, Com. G.L.0, 
while Mrs. W. had a. long talk with Admiral 
Rodman, about 

Diary 35, 1923 
July 10 

10 
his nephew, Will Rodman whom we knew at Ft. 
Gibbon, and Mrs. Capt. Wright, whom we knew in 
1900 -- 1901 at Eagle City.  I also met several of 
the newspaper men - but Mrs. W. was quickly tired 
& we came home. 

I then went back to the office and gathered my  
data for Welliver, put in a bundle for delivery to 
him.  I also wrote a petition to the President as the 
head of the Lincoln Park. Assoc. and a letter to 
Sec. of the Interior, asking for the reservation of 
Tongass island as a “Lincoln. Park, National 
Monument, for the purpose of saving a great group 
of Tongass Indian totem poles, and especially one 
of Lincoln! 

Diary 35, 1923 
July 10-13 

10 
I put the petition to the President. and the letter to 
the Sec. of the interior in an envelope and 
addressed them to the Secretary, and with 
Wellivers data delivered them to the “Henderson” 
about 10 oclock, before they were yet on board.  
The party sailed away about 2 oclock - and the 
great visit was ended! 

-11th – 
Working in the office as usual. 

-12th – 
Rewriting Pioneering Around Mt. McK. 

-13th – 
Working in office as usual. 
Also wrote a letter to Bishop Crimont, S.J. Bishop 
of Alaska, who is now in the 

Diary 35, 1923 
July 13 

13 
Tanana country, probably at Fairbanks, asking him 
to secure the consent of Father Jette, S.J. to 
gather, annotate and publish in one volume his 
writings on the subject of the Ethnography and 
language of the Yukon Tena Indians.  Father Jette 
is the most competent scholar who has written 
about these Alaskan.  Athapascans and his articles 
are generally published in foreign magazines and 
scientific works, and are not now available to 
American students -though they ought to be. 
Also sent my bibliography of Mt. McKinley to Hugh. 
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A Morrison, library of congress.  Wash. D.C. and 
asked him to bring it down to date. 

Diary 35, 1923 
July 14-16 

14th  
Working in office. 

-15- 
Sunday - spent most of this beautiful day at 
Salmon Creek -picking berries, fishing & resting. 

-16th – 
Telegrams from New York promoters of Thomas 
Bay Power Project - Pulp & Paper, they seem 
anxious and promise employment as attorney. 
Served Petition for Writ of Certiorari on Shoup, U. 
S. Atty. - in Annette Is. Pack. Co. case, & ford. to 
Seattle for service on Hadleys - attorneys. 
Will then send to Supreme Court.  I ‘ave ‘opes - but 
no certainty. 

Diary 35, 1923 
July 17 

-17th – 
We were greatly shocked this morning to be 
informed that Mrs. Karl Thiele had died in 
childbirth! 
Her beautiful baby boy lived, but she died from 
hemorrhages. It is said her mother died in the 
same way at her birth. 
Have spent the day examining, cleaning and 
repairing a mass of Mss. which Father Rocatte 
permitted me to have for that purpose, & which are 
apparently the “work-books” of the Catholic Fathers 
at the Holy Cross Mission while engaged in 
preparing an Eskimo Dictionary! 

Diary 35, 1923 
July 18-19 

-18th – 
Attended the funeral of Mrs. Mary Conley Theile, 
the wife of Hon. Karl Theile, Secretary of the 
Territory.  I was one of the pall bearers. 

-19th – 
Debbie has been sick for several days - confined to 
her bed, with her old trouble maker - her right lung. 
Sherman Rogers, the Outlook correspondent 
called at my office today & he talked Alaska etc. for 
an hour.  He tells me he recently had a talk with the 
President about Alaska and gave him much 
valuable information. 
Sherman is neither dumb nor excessively modest! 

Diary 35, 1923 
July 20-23 

-20th – 
Working in office - Debbie is sick. 

-21st – 
Costello, engineer for Gerard & Daly’s came to 
town last night.  Have had a long conference with 
him - He will go to Sitka on the “Queen” & back 
next Sunday - 29th – and then to Hyder to inspect 
Cripple Creek & Alaska Ex. Co. properties.  Debbie 
is better. 

-22d- 
A beautiful clear day - If it is as fine at Sitka the 
Presidents party will enjoy their visit to the old 
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Russian capital.   
Debbie is much better. 

-23rd- 
Working in office.  Mr. Sherman Rogers 

Diary 35, 1923 
July 23-25 

23 
Working in office. 
Mr. Sherman Rogers, 

-24th – 
industrial Editor of the Outlook called, with his wife, 
and we had a pleasant talk about Alaska.  He is 
optimistic about our future.  Excepting only 
Roosevelt he is the most vigorous talker I’ve ever 
met.  And like Roosevelt he does the talking. 
Dr. Keeker, representative of the Pres. Church, 
with Dr. S. Hall Young and Rev. Wagoner, called & 
I had a conference with them about Haines, and 
their Church property there, which they are going 
today to inspect. 

-25- 
Same as yesterday. 

Diary 35, 1923 
July 26-28 

-26th – 
Engaged to organize the Alaska - Eagle River Far 
Farms Co. - Valentine brought Gilsinger to me, & 
he & Val. & I and others will be the incorporators.  
Recd telegram saying Dougherty, of the Hutton, 
McNear & Dougherty Pulp crowd will be here on 
Monday to assist - to purchase their timber tracts. 

-27th – 
Organized Alaska, Eagle River Fur Farms Co. get 
$5000. stock - but pay $250.00 for it. 

-28th – 
A synopsis of President Hardings speech in Seattle 
yesterday makes 

Diary 35, 1923 
July 28 

28 
plain that Welliver is getting some results on 
Statehood for Harding declared himself favorable 
to the 
idea - in the near future; seems that the big 
interests are to control the fisheries for he strongly 
supports Hoover’s views on that matter & calls the 
opponents - Dan et. al. “demagogues.” That is a 
weak argument in favor of the reservation system, 
but about the only one, so let it go at that. 
Received a fine letter from Arthur H. Clark about 
my “Introduction” to Prof. Nichols book, “Alaska, A 
Struggle for Home Rule,” strongly endorsing my 
stand & saying that Harding is weak & belongs to 
the Big Interest crowd! 

Diary 35, 1923 
July 29-30 

-29th- 
The SS. Buford, Capt. Louis Lane, assisted by 
Capt. Johnnie OBrien, and marked in great letters 
on her sides, “San Francisco Chamber of 
Commerce,” came into the harbor this afternoon.  I 
called with many other residents and met many of 
the S.F. business men -,also Capt’s Lane and 
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O’Brien. 
-30th – 

Mr. Dougherty, of Thomas bay pulp & paper 
project came into the office today having reached 
Juneau yesterday & we had a long conference, 
and also with Forest service officials.  D. is ready to 
make the first payment on the first big lease of 
Forest Service timer for the 

Diary 35, 1923 
July 30-31 

30 
first pulp and paper project in Alaska, & will do so 
tomorrow.  Also Mr. Costello, prospecting engineer 
for Gerard & the Daly’s, came in and we had 
conference about his examination of the Haley 
property at Sitka.  He will now go to Hyder & I with 
him to examine the Cripple Creek & Ex. Co. 
properties in which I am interested with Frame, 
Hummel, et. al.  Worked getting Annette Is. case 
ready for Supreme Court, papers are all back from 
Seattle for service & can go to Supreme Court 
tomorrow. 

-31st – 
Dougherty, pulp &paper man in office & getting his 
matters in Forest Service 

Diary 35, 1923 
July 31- 
August 2 

31 
office fixed up to his satisfaction.  Mr. Costello, 
expert mining man for Gerard & Daly interests 
waiting for boat to Hyder with me, tomorrow.  
Things going so far so good in both. 

-Aug 1st- 
Have ticket for Ketchikan & Hyder on SS. “Alaska” 
for midnight.  Have berth in same room with Karl 
Theile, Sec. Territory Costello & Dougherty leave 
same time, C. for Ketchikan D. for Wrangell. 

-2nd – 
Left Juneau on SS. Alaska for Hyder. 
After dinner tonight the telegraph operator 
announced -”President Harding is Dead. 

Diary 35, 1923 
August 2 

2 
[Page glued in] 
[Hand written: “Extra” on top of page] 
PRESIDENT HARDING PASSES AWAY AT 8:32 

PM 
President Harding who was believed to be well 

on the road to recovery suffered a relapse and died 
at 8:32 this evening; Mrs. Harding withstood the 
shock of hearing the news of the presidents death 
and continued to be the “bravest member of the 
group.”  Dr. Sawyer was the only one able to reach 
the room before the president passed away, he 
was powerless to do anything at this time.  
Members of the party said it is impossible to make 
definite announcements to night because of the 
absence from the city of Secretary Christian who is 
on his way to Los Angeles at that time.  Unable to 
say whether the body will be taken to Marion or 
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Washington but will remain at the Palace Hotel 
until it removed to the train.  The news swept the 
Hotel with electrical suddenness.  Hotel officials 
immediately had the great presidential flag hauled 
down then raised again at half mast.  The 
orchestra also stopped playing and dancers 
gathered their wraps silently and departed.  
Cabinet officials hastened to express their 
condolence to Mrs. Harding then held a conference 
among themselves and other government officials.  
Secretary Wallace was the second member of the 
party to be notified of the presidents death and he 
was so overcome that he could say nothing.  Some 
theatres announced the death, while others 
deeming it best not to excite its patrons withheld it.  
Theatre-goers rapidly decreased and many 
theatres closing earlier than usual. 

MORE DETAILS IN TOMORROWS “RADIO 
NEWS” 

THE RADIO NEWS IS THE FIRST 
NEWSPAPER TO BE ISSUED WITH THE NEWS 
OF THE PRESIDENTS DEATH. 

SOME SAY, THE RADIO NEWS HASNT 
ANYTHING IN IT?  THIS SHUD CHANGE YOUR 
MIND. 
[Hand written:  “thank you  The Spy?” on the 
bottom of the page] 

Diary 35, 1923 
August 3-5 

Aug 3d 
Papers are full of death of the President - Coolidge 
has taken the oath & is President. 
Cannot get boat for Hyder till Tuesday 7th. 

-4th – 
Left Ketchikan at 3 oclock for Hyder on the Taku. 
We rolled around Cape Fox & got seasick. 

-5th – 
In Hyder this morning. 
Got room at Hyder Hotel. Pat Daly’s bride gave us 
- Karl Theile, Sec. Ter. & I, the two best rooms, she 
& 

Diary 35, 1923 
August 5 

5 
Pat taking a back room. 
Pat - who must be seventy & who is a rough but 
big hearted mountaineer & miner, married her a 
month ago in New York City! & this is her first 
experience in the great wild & wooly west.  She is - 
oh 35, at a guess, fat but sensible!  I hope Pat 
strikes it rich some time - he evidently made her 
believe he had a million or so in the “Daly-Alaska 
Min. Co.” - though he now goes around in the hotel 
dressed in his undershirt & wipes the dishes!  He 
was a millionaire miner from Alaska a month 

Diary 35, 1923 
August 5-6 

5 
ago -in New York.  The world moves fast in the 
mining game - and in marrying Alaskans in New 
York. 
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-6th – 
Went out to 10 Mile - at the mouth of Texas Creek 
with Harold Johnson, & Mr. E.J. Costello, mining 
expert engineer for Gerard & the Marcus Daly Est.  
Harry Hummel met us there & also Jerome Dugas 
& we together went over & examined the prospects 
on the Cripple Creek Claims.  Costello & Hummel 
then went up to look at the Virginia 

Diary 35, 1923 
August 6-7 

6 
group & Dugas & I came to town with Harold 
Johnson who is engaged in driving an auto. 

Looked over my town property. Costello will 
remain at the mines for a week going over our 
various properties -I have some business in town - 
we will probably go back to Ketchikan next 
Saturday on the Canadian boat via Prince 
Rupert. 

-7th – 
Remained in Hyder all day.  Prepared complaint in 
case of Howard v Watkins, Lowe & Seppe, to 
remove obstruction from street. 

Diary 35, 1923 
August 8-9 

-8th – 
Working on case of Sullivan v Hewitt & Carlson -
grubstake agreement on Texas Creek mines. 
Also have secured agreement with Knipple, Davis 
& McGrew for $3000. fee in case of New Alaska 
Min. Co. v Daly Alaska Min. Co, Knipple, Davis & 
McGrew now pending in District Court. 

9th  
Same as yesterday - waiting for Costello to come 
down from Texas Creek. 
Hummel has taken him up there to see his - 
Hummells newly located claims - instead of the 
Cripple Creek group. 

Diary 35, 1923 
August 10 

-10th – 
Prepared papers in case of Sullivan v Hewitt & 
Carlson - on Texas Creek - suit on Grubstake. 

Costello came in from Creeks today - & tells me 
the Cripple Creek group - of ours - is N.G. 
He is frankly disappointed - & so am I - but I am not 
surprised.  He is thinking of staying over for a few 
days longer & looking at the “Big Missouri” group & 
suggests that it might be a good thing for me to 
stay also!  Townsend, the Anaconda expert, 
reached here today & is going up to Salmon 
tomorrow & Costello & I may 

Diary 35, 1923 
August 10-11 

10 
go up with him.  There is much interest in the 
Texas Creek locations - the showing there is rich, 
but Costello does not seem to think it is a big mine, 
or can be so. 
Memorial Service today at 11 oclock in the Church 
- I was asked to deliver an address on the death of 
President Harding and did so. 

-11th – 
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Filed papers in case of Sullivan v Hewitt & Carlson 
- mining case, with Frame, Dep. Clerk, Dist. Court. 
Raining all day - nothing doing. McPherson, Seattle 
engineer, is in town. 

Diary 35, 1923 
August 12 

-12th – 
Sunday - rained all day. 
McPherson, of Seattle Cham. of Com. Costello & I 
spent the evening at Greens, - Mr. & Mrs. Green 
are old Fairbanks folks, and also Ed. Fernald & his 
new wife - both from Fairbanks. 
Made arrangements with Emil Davis & Durback to 
bring suit for them to recover their interest in Texas 
claims located by Joe Jackson, their mining 
partner.  They will go out to Texas Creek tomorrow 
to gather evidence and I will prepare the papers.  
Am to have 1/2 interest in their interests. 
Theile left this morning on “Jefferson.” 

Diary 35, 1923 
August 13-14 

-13th – 
Clearing up.  Preparing papers for suit for Davis & 
Burback & Jackson - Texas Creek Grubstake. 
Served Complaint & Summons on Hewitt in case of 
Sullivan & Hewitt & Carlson - McDonald, Dept. 
Marshal, Hewitt & Carlson made deed to Daly - 
Consideration $250.00!  Fraud. 

-14th – 
Davis & Durback went to Texas Creek yesterday & 
will try to get Mary as a witness etc. 
Went out with Backus, Dep. Min. Sur. to inspect 
dam & water works - for Hyder at request of Karl 
Theile. Have Comp. in Dave & Durback case done. 

Diary 35, 1923 
August 14-15 

14 
Barney McHugh is in town & he authorized me to 
settle the judgment against Alaska S.S. Co. for 
$4500. 

-15th – 
Begun the suit of Davis and Durback v Jackson 
today over Grubstake contracts on Texas Creek 
mines. 
I appear for the plaintiffs who agree to give me one 
half the recovery -  
Costello has gone on trip up Bear river on the 
Canadian side & I am getting ready to go home - 
tomorrow I think on the Ketchikan boat.  I think I 
will arrange to sell some of the Alaska Ex. Co. 
mines for what I can get to pay for improving others 
etc. 

Diary 35, 1923 
August 16 

-16th – 
Loafing - & waiting for Costello’s return.  
Characters in Hyder: 
Patty McDonnell - gambler, Nome, Fairbanks, a 
typical shanty - Irishman, bootlegger, bright, but. 
“Black Jack” McDonnell, gentleman - gambler, 70 
years old, clean cut, dapper, fat, cunning, smokes 
incessantly - roly-poly - 
“Pat” Daly. Irish, miner, gambler, old Butte - 
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Anaconda, British Columbia - quartz camps.  Plays 
tin flute, gay, happy, Loves the women, Married a 
fat New Yorker last winter – he is about 65 or 70, a 
gay blade - great talker - organizer of “Col. Sellers” 
type  
Prostitutes - mining camp variety. 
Stivers, U.S. Dep. Col. Customs, U.S.A. Wild west 
hat & appearance, when off duty plays cards with 
above men. 
Billy McGrew - miner - weakness - loaning money 
to prostitutes - hard working, but easily gulled - 
Lives with “June”, a prostitute & sued another a 
year ago in Dist. Court, Ketchikan - a long [?] farce 
etc. 
Joe Dumas, French-Canadian & Iroquois, 
mountain-man, Miner “de metal is in de formation” - 
(the metal is in the Formation) “sure” “got to be” 
lives alone in tent, travels over the mountains like a 
goat, 60 years slender, quick, never drinks - 
honest, and active. 

Diary 35, 1923 
August 17-18 

-17th – 
Costello has definitely determined not to invest - or 
to recommend that the Daily Est. - Gerard - invest 
in Hyder.  Condemns the whole of our claims.  I 
have today received another offer - or request for 
an option, though Ernest Blue - a lawyer & agent. 
Have promised to give it a month. 

-18th – 
Costello went to Seattle via Prince Rupert on Can. 
Pac. boat today - “That’s That.” 
I have concluded to wait till the next mail boat to 
Ketchikan & get the Cripple Creek claims in some 
better shape. 

Diary 35, 1923 
August 19 

19 
[clipping]  
Hyder Weekly Miner, {Aug 19 } 
Chas. F. Sandford     Editor 

HYDER MOURNS FOR 
PRESIDENT HARDING 

Hyder citizens paid their tribute to the memory of 
the late President of the United States, Warren G. 
Harding, by turning out en masse to attend the 
memorial services held in the Community Church 
Friday morning.  No finer attestation of the good 
citizenship of a community could have been seen 
anywhere in this great, broad land than was 
provided by the gathering that jammed the church 
to its capacity and filled the vestibule and stairway 
with a closely packed mass of sorrowing humanity.  
Every available inch of space was occupied and 
some, unable to secure closer vantage, stood on 
the sidewalk under a broiling sun in the hope of 
catching fragments of the services through the 
open doors and windows. 

The church was nicely decorated for the 

J:\hist_docs\wickersham\ASL-MS0107-6-35.doc 



Alaska State Library - Historical Collections, PO Box 110571, Juneau AK 99811-0571 
Diary of James Wickersham. May 17th, 1923 to Feb. 27, 1925. 
MS 107 BOX 6 DIARY 35 
 

occasion with flags and flowers, and with a large 
picture of the deceased president occupying the 
flag draped wall space back of the rostrum. 

Attorney Ernest Blue directed the services which 
were opened with a piano prelude by Mrs. Dr. 
Reddick.  At the conclusion of the excellently 
rendered solo, the audience joined in singing that 
beautiful and appropriate hymn, “Lead Kindly 
Light.”  The obituary ands invocation by Dr. 
Reddick, pastor of the church, was followed by a 
vocal solo by Mrs. Reddick.  Chairman Blue then 
introduced the speaker of the day, Judge James 
Wickersham former Alaska delegate to Congress, 
who paid eloquent tribute to the virtues and 
achievements of the dead president and eulogized 
his principles as president and citizen. 
Judge Wickersham described the rise of the 
deceased from a barefoot boy, first to the 
editorship of one of the leading journals of his 
native state, then to a senatorship, and finally to 
the highest office within the gift of his native land, 
and designated him as a great, typical American, 
who possessed a deep and abiding devotion of the 
principles of the Constitution, which he 
passionately demonstrated in his life and 

Diary 35, 1923 
August 19-20 

19 
[clipping continued] 
acts. The speaker declared we should all take to 
our hearts the standard of American citizenship set 
by Warren G. Harding. 

Referring to Mr. Harding’s recent visit to Alaska, 
Judge Wickersham declared that his untimely 
death was a sad misfortune to the people and 
territory.  Mr. Harding was the first president, he 
said, possessing enough interest in this great land 
to visit it, and was undoubtedly deeply enthusiastic 
over the future development of the territory. 

“There is no doubt that in his death Alaska lost a 
good friend who assuredly loved us and the 
Territory more than any other President,” Judge 
Wickersham said. 

That he expected great things from Alaska, the 
speaker continued, and was prepared to lend his 
best efforts to furthering the interests of the 
Territory and its people, there is not the least 
doubt.  He was deeply and keenly interested in 
everything he saw during his visit.  And he went 
back to the South filled with a firm determination to 
help Alaska. 

Judge Wickersham said he knew personally that 
the president was much interested in the future 
statehood of Alaska, and was debating whether to 
declare his support of the proposal to create a 
state from the southern districts. 

“Being such a good and true friend of the 
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Territory and its residents and holding such keen 
interest in its welfare and development, his death is 
a matter for the deepest and most profound regret 
to all Alaska residents,” the speaker said. 

Judge Wickersham concluded his address with 
an eloquent eulogy of the president’s life and 
declared him a shining example of citizenship to all 
the nation. 

At the close of Judge Wickersham’s oration, the 
services terminated with a closing benediction by 
Dr. Reddick. 
Almost without exception, the business houses of 
Hyder closed their doors during the services, with 
many remaining closed throughout the day. 

-20th – 
Went up to see Joe Dumas at Texas Creek to 
secure extension of agreement for Cripple Creek 
Claims- offered on behalf self & Frame to pay him 
$50. per month till claims sold - he will be down 
tomorrow to sign. 
Beautiful day - walked along Salmon road - fine 
scenery. 

Diary 35, 1923 
August 21 

21st  
Dumas signed extension today of agreement for 
sale 
of Cripple Creek Claims to John W. Frame & me, - 
we are to pay him $50.00 per month till claims sold 
- not exceeding two years.  I have prepared claim 
of trust for Cripple Creek Min. Co. claiming 4 quartz 
mining claims located by Henry Hummel & Harold 
Johnson, partners, on extensions of the ore bodies 
of the Cripple Creek claims located in pursuance of 
contract of Sept. 15, 1922, by Frame, Hummel, 
Wickersham, Kehoe & McKinnon, in organizing 
preliminary Cripple Creek project. 
Will file it in Recorders office to hold claims. 

Diary 35, 1923 
August 22 

-22nd – 
Filed and recorded Declaration of Trust in 
Recorders office, claiming Bridge Fraction & 3 
Brooklyn lode claims, staked on extensions of the 
Cripple Creek claims by Hummell & Johnson.  The 
business affairs of the Co’s. on which I came here 
is now in good shape - much better than I had 
hoped for when I came & I can go home with some 
peace. 
Had dinner this evening at Backus - Mr. & Mrs. B. 
Mr. Fox and I. 
Mrs. B. and I talked “ancestors” - old books, etc.  
She is a cheerful and virile woman - good dinner. 

Diary 35, 1923 
August 23-24 

-23d- 
The “Prince of Wales,” the mail boat from 
Ketchikan is in & I will go out on her to Ketchikan & 
then home.  I am greatly pleased at the work I’ve 
done since coming here.  I have to take home, two 
new lawsuits, one $3000, agreement in another, & 
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a reconstructed Cripple Creek project in first class 
condition.  Hummel Johnson and Frame did 
everything they could to destroy it - but its now in 
good shape again. 

-24th – 
Reached Ketchikan this morning examined papers 
in Sullivan & Davis cases in Clerks office - all O.K. 
Left for Juneau on Admiral Rogers, Spokane 
tonight. My 66th Birthday. 

Diary 35, 1923 
August 25-26 

-25th – 
Spent an hour in Wrangell - and consulted with 
Judge Thomas about Matheson Est, and other 
business. 
Also with W.D. Grant. 

-26th – 
Was in Petersburg at 2 a.m. this morning, on 
Admiral “Rogers” - Spokane”. 
Tweten & Mrs. Hogue met me to confer about 
Hogue Estate, & engaged me as their attorney, etc. 
Reached Juneau this evening at 5 p.m. Debbie 
well and happy. 
My old Tacoma friend, Judge Fremont Campbell & 
my Fairbanks friend Her. Wilson, in town on 
business. Glad to see them. 

Diary 35, 1923 
August 27-31 

-27th – 
Back at work in office. 

28th  
Some as yesterday.  Karl Theile, Sec. Ter. is 
greatly interested in locating a future business, etc. 
he was in my office today & expressed great 
interest in the Revilla Hotel, Ketchikan, & in Dale 
Hunt & Hickman’s Pure Food Cannery etc. - looks 
to me as if its a big job for his capital! 

-29th – 
Working in office as usual. 

-30th – 
Same as yesterday. 

-31st- 
Assisted in organizing Eagle River Fur Farm Co., a 
corporation.  Emory Valentine 

Diary 35, 1923 
August 31- 
September 2 

31 
was elected President, Tom George, Sec & Tr. 
Gellsinger V.P. & manager, and Valentine, 
Wickersham, Mrs. Winn, Tom George & Gellsinger, 
Bd of Directors.  Kehoe prepared the papers and I 
am to allow him a credit of $50. for his services in 
our accounts.  He does not have any interest in my 
stock for I pay $250 for $5000 shares. 

Sept. 1 
Paid my bills today, as usual. 

-Sept. 2.- 
Spent the day in my office writing the story of 
“A Totem - statue of Abraham Lincoln on Tongass 
island, Alaska,” which I will send for publication in a 
magazine, and with which I intend to secure the 
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reservation of that island as a Lincoln National 
Monument by an appeal to President Cooledge. 

Diary 35, 1923 
September 3-5 

-3rd- 
Labor Day.  Conference with Chris Tveten, Bert 
Cornelius & Henry Roden, in the matter of 
amicable work between hostile interests in the Est. 
of Hogue, Petersburg. 

-4- 
Arranged plan & papers in above Est. working in 
office.  Also preparing list of Territorial Govt. 
publications for Library of Congress. 

-5th – 
Karl Theile today proposed a friendly engagement 
in business matters at Ketchikan - provided the 
financial matter can be arranged through the B.M. 
Behrends interests. 

Diary 35, 1923 
September 6-9 

-6th – 
As usual - nothing new. 

-7- 
Same as yesterday.  
Received a telegram from J.C. Kinney, Fairbanks, 
wanting to lease my Daly Bench for 3 years on 
15% lay.  Answered telegram to Hutchinson, First 
Nat Bank to look after the matter for me - 
demanding 20%. 

-8th – 
Gathering the printed reports of Territorial officials. 
Gov, Sec, Treas, Atty. Genl etc., one set for the 
Library of Congress and one for myself.  Have just 
re-read “Bering’s Voyages,” by Golder. 

-9th – 
Same as yesterday. 

Diary 35, 1923 
September 10-
13 

-10th – 
Working in the office as usual. 

-11th – 
Finished Bibliography of Mt. McKinley for 
Pioneering Around, etc. 
Sent telegram to W.D. Grant, Seattle about A.G. 
Hanson & timber lands. 
Went out with Debbie to visit Karl Thieles baby - 
Karl Jr. 

-12th – 
Sent Joe Dugas $25. monthly payment due Sept. 
21st. Same as usual. 

-13th – 
Finished up a story about the Lincoln Totem Statue 
on Tongass Island, today. 
Working in office - getting ready to go to Ketchikan 
term of court. 

Diary 35, 1923 
September 14-
15 

-14th – 
Recd. telegram from Petersburg Packing Co. last 
night asking me to come to Petersburg on urgent 
business in relation to some criminal case, but I 
sent Kehoe - on 10 minutes notice on the SS, 
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“Jefferson.” 
Sent off to the Ed. National Geographic Mag. 
Wash. D.C. an article entitled: 
“A Totem Statue of Abraham Lincoln on Tongass 
Island, Alaska,” with letter etc. 

-15th  
The old “Yukon Press,” upon which Prevost printed 
the first edition of the “The Yukon Press” at St. 
James Mission below Tanana, on the Yukon river, 
on Jan. 1, 1894, was sent to me by freight 

Diary 35, 1923 
September 15 

15 
from Tanana, on. Sept. 3rd by Joe Anicich.  When I 
received the freight bill on the 13th I telegraphed to 
Major Gotwals, Supt. U. S. Railroad, Anchorage, to 
change its destination from Juneau to Fairbanks, 
and there to deliver to the Agri. College, for me. 
Today I wrote Joe & sent him $28.00 expense & 
freight and also to Mrs. Luther C. Hess asking her 
to look after the old press until I can restore it, etc. 
when I will present it 
to the College.  Its the first printing press ever used 
north of Sitka and Juneau & fortunately I have the 
whole file of the “Yukon Press,” printed on it by 
Rev. Jules L. Prevost, Jany 1, 1894 to 1899 at 
Circle. 

Diary 35, 1923 
September 16-
17 

-16th Sunday 
Kehoe returned this morning from Petersburg, 
having gathered the evidence in the case of 
Mildahl, who is accused of violent assault on 
Bracken - and whome we are to defend - He also 
brought check for $300. fee in Hogue estate. 

-17th – 
Working in office on Constitutionality of Jury Law, 
passed by last legislature:  Are women legal 
jurors? 
Finished Bibliography of Mount McKinly - 
“Pioneering Around Mt McKinley,” now ready to go 
to Kermit Roosevelt with a request that he write the 
Introduction, he or the Boone & Crockett Club. 

Diary 35, 1923 
September 18-
20 

-18th – 
Getting ready to go to Ketchikan to attend the Sept. 
Term of Court. 

-19- 
Same as yesterday. 

-20th – 
Left Juneau at 2 oclock, p.m. on “Alameda” for 
Ketchikan.  Judge Reed & some of the Court 
officials left an hour earlier on the ”Queen”, but 
Dunn, clerk, Arthur G. Shoup, U. S. Atty. and 
others on the Alameda. brought the Mss. of 
“Pioneering Around Mount McKinley” along with 
me, as I knew W.A. Dickey, who named Mt. 
McKinley in 1896 was aboard.  Also  Moffett, 
Geolog. Survey expert, and one of Alfred H. 
Brooks friends - They are examining the Mss of 
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“Pioneering”. 

Diary 35, 1923 
September 21-
22 

-21st- 
Mr. Moffet has read “Pioneering” carefully & quite 
approved it.  Dickey is also reading it. Our boat 
came into the Kasaan cannery on the north side - 
loading canned salmon 8 hours.  Shoup & I walked 
quarter of mile or more up beach to old Indian 
house - old Haidah house, with great, high 
beautifully carved totem pole in front, & 3 column 
totem poles inside.  Fine specimen of old Haidah 
house - but going to decay.  Milo Kelly & wife from 
Willow Creek on board, going to Cal. on project of 
selling timber from point opposite Anchorage, etc. 

-22nd – 
Landed in Ketchikan at 2 oclock this morning. 
Revilla Hotel. 

Diary 35, 1923 
September 23-
24 

-23- 
Recd. from J.G. Brant, at Wrangell, check for $566: 
which included 25.25 ex. paid by Kehoe & $545. 
due us for services in Matheson Est.  Sent Joe 
check yesterday through the Ketchikan Bank for 
$202.70 & I retained $363.30. 
Conference with Shoups, Gore & Fox in Shoups 
office over Constitutionality of Jury Laws passed by 
the last Legislature.  We all think it is 
unconstitutional and void & wish to submit the 
question to Judge Reed on objection to the Grand 
Jury. 

-24th – 
Have had a long and confidential talk today with 
Mr. A.A. Marshall, of 30 Church St. New York, who 
tells me he is interested in forming 

Diary 35, 1923 
September 24-
26 

24 
a New York corporation for the purpose of 
acquiring mining properties and other interests in 
Alaska, and he says he will write to me later about 
the matter.  He seems to be a man of means - with 
broad vision of the value of Alaskan development. 
Busy in getting cases ready for court. 

-25- 
Brot. suit for Kvas today - recover $600 Travelers 
checks, robbed by 2 gamblers. 
Zeigler claims checks. 

-26th – 
Busy in court today, getting cases ready for trial & 
pleadings settled. 

Diary 35, 1923 
September 26 

26 
[clipping] 

CHRONICLE, WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 26, 
1923 

Judge Wickersham Compiling  
Biography of 200 Years 

“Biography of Alaskan Litera- 
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ture” Includes List of 10,000  
Publications Written During  

Two Centuries 
A “Bibliography of Alaskan Literature,” covering a 

period of 200 years from the earliest explorations 
of the Pacific Northwest until December, 1924, will 
be published by the Hon. James Wickersham soon 
after the expiration of that period. 

This book will include a list of all the books and 
magazine articles that have been written during 
this time about Alaska or in Alaska by American, 
English, Russian, Italian, Japanese, French, 
Spanish and Chinese writers. 

This valuable publication will also include a 
complete list of every newspaper that has been 
published in the territory.  The first Alaskan news-
paper was a weekly edited by Thomas G. Murphy, 
an enterprising Irishman, in Sitka in 1868. The first 
edition appeared in May of that year and flourished 
for some time.  Two years later Murphy took it to 
Seattle where it was sold and now is known as the 
Seattle Post-Intelligencer, with an immense 
circulation. 

Japanese in Alaska 
Judge Wickersham says that among the most 

interesting early records he has discovered is one 
he ran across a few years ago in a magazine 
called the “Asia” which tells the story of the wreck 
of a Japanese vessel in 1787, whose crew was 
rescued and lived in Alaska for almost sixteen 
years. 

They were finally taken to St. Petersberg, the old 
capital of Russia, by the Russians, traders in 
Alaska. About this time, in 1803, Russia was eager 
to find a way of getting into Japan and conceived 
the plan of sending a ship with these ship-wrecked 
Japanese to that country.  The vessels course to 
the Orient was by way of Cape horn, making the 
first wonderful circumnavigation of the globe. The 
article gives a good description of the climate, 
people and industries of Alaska as far as they were 
known. 
As the result of this research work during the past 
fifteen years, Judge Wickersham has found that 
the first informative article about Alaska ever 
published was in 1736 by Father Du Halde, a 
French priest.  This book, called “History of China,” 
gives an account of the first Kamchatka expedition 
under Vitus Bering, a Danish captain in the 
Russian service.  It includes a map of the North 
Pacific and tells in detail much about the territory. 

The Russians have documents, similar to the U. 
S. government reports, on file, dating back to the 
first voyages of exploration by Bering in the 
interests of the Russian government. 
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First Printing Press 
The first printing press ever used in Alaska is one 

of the valued possessions of Judge Wickersham.  
It is an old fashioned hand press and was first used 
for 
the publication of a paper by the St. James 
Episcopal Mission at Fort. Adams, eight miles 
below what is now called Tanana.  This was the 
first Yukon paper ever published.  George Charles 
Beetles was printer and the first issue was printed 
on New Year’s day, 1894.  It did not suspend 
publication until several years later. 

Judge Wickersham found the printing press in 
Tanana and has sent it to Fairbanks, where he is 
going to have it put in running order and present it 
to the Alaska 
College of Agriculture and Mines.  He considers 
that it should be kept in the interior, where it was 
first used. 

Copies of practically all the books, periodical 
publications and complete files of newspapers pub-
lished in the territory, which are included in his 
“Bibliography of Alaskan Literature,” a total of over 
10,000 volumes, comprise the personal library of 
Judge Wickersham.  Before the end of the 200 
year period, this valuable collection of reference 
books will be considerably increased.  Judge 
Wickersham says that when he went to 
Washington, D.C. he had only fifty volumes, but as 
his research work continued, it soon grew to 500 
volumes and now includes many thousands of 
books where everything ever written about the 
Northland can be found. 

Wickersham has been assisted in this work since 
1908 by a friend in Washington, D.C. who is a very 
able and experienced man along this line of 
research work.  A 
card index is being compiled for every item of infor-
mation about the territory, which will give the book 
or publication and also the author’s name. 

Judge Wickersham says that eventually it is his  
intention to give this entire personal collection to 
the territory of Alaska. 

Diary 35, 1923 
September 27 

-27- 
Busy getting court work in shape.  Indictments 
against Sanitary Cannery, & I am to defend - 
raising constitutional objections to women jury - 
Grand Jury. 
 
[clipping] 

Money Won in Poker Game  
Now Before District Court 

Original Owner and Officials  
and Attorneys Fighting to  

See Who Shall Retain Money;  
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History of Case 
“Who will get the $600?” 
Two acts of the legal melo-drama already have 

been enacted and the third, and possibly last act, is 
now underway. 

The first act begins with C.E. Moore, G. Hill and 
Anton Kvas as passengers on the Alameda from 
Anchorage to the Outside.  It seems that the two 
former were of the genial open-faced kind of 
humans who sought companionship and selected 
Kvas as the victim.  Wet goods were produced and 
over the good fellowship thus generated a game of 
poker was suggested. 

Kvas had $600 in his possession which soon 
changed ownership to Moore and Hill. Kvas then 
alleged that he had been robbed of the amount and 
Moore and Hill averred that they had “honestly” 
won the amount in a friendly poker game. 

Now enters on he scene, Arthur G. Shoup, 
United States attorney for the First division, and 
Warren Harding, prohibition enforcement officer.  
They were also passengers on the Alameda from 
Juneau to Ketchikan, and on their arrival here they 
introduced Messrs. Hill, Moore and Kvas to United 
States Deputy Marshall R.H. Humber and Deputy 
Marshal George Willett, and the first act ends with 
Humber in charge of the $600 and with a charge of 
gambling placed against Moore and Hill. 

The two men were taken before the United 
States Commissioner and pleaded guilty, 
whereupon each was fined $500 and the fine 
suspended for a period of ten days with a gentle 
hint that at the expiration of the ten days 
defendants would be given the full benefit of 
enforced judgment, if still in the Territory of Alaska.  
They are no longer in the Territory. 

Now comes the second act in which Mr. Kvas 
claims the $600 and makes a demand on George 
D. Beaumont, United States marshal of this 
division, for this sum, through his attorney, Judge 
James Wickersham.  Marshal Beaumont informed 
Judge Wickersham that he could go to the place 
where all “good attorneys go,” but 
the latter declined and instead brought suit against 
the marshal for the recovery of the money. 

Next comes A.H. Ziegler into the little drama with 
a claim for the $600, claiming that as the attorney 
for More and Hill he earned the money and that 
Moore and Hill made to him an assignment of their 
claim to the $600. 

Judge T.M. Reed then took a hand in the legal 
game and ordered that the marshal turn the money 
over to John H. Dunn, clerk of the court, pending 
the outcome of the litigation. 

Despite the law against gambling there are those 
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who are placing finger bets that when the court and 
attorneys get through with making a football of the 
$600, it will look like three mashed dimes, with 
Moore, Hill and Kvas still thinking it is a game of 
“Button, Button, who’s got the kale.” 
 
Getting Motion to Quench Indictments ready - 
Unconstitutional women Jurors! 

Diary 35, 1923 
September 28-
30 

-28th – 
Worked all day on Motion to Quench Indictments 
against Alaska Sanitary Packing Company, on 
account of invalidity of two laws passed by the last 
(1923) Legislature - laws in violation of Organic 
Act. 

-29th – 
Filed Motion to Quash Indictments in Sanitary 
Pack. Co. cases.  also working on other cases.  
Busy in Court. 
Drawing Answer in case of New Alaska Mines Co. 
v Knipple, Davis, McGrew and Daly Alaska Mining 
Co. 

-30th – 
Working on some cases: Dinner with Senator & 
Mrs. Forest J. Hunt. 

Diary 35, 1923 
October 1-5 

-Octo. 1- 
Busy in court - no trials yet. 

-2nd – 
Same as yesterday - Filed Ans. in Mining case 
from Hyder. 

-3- 
Same as yesterday - 
Have been paid some fees - not enough to make 
me riotously rich, but some. 

-4th – 
Judge James Wickersham has written Mrs. 
Wickersham inviting her to come and visit him in 
Ketchikan. Thus far she has not intimated whether 
she will accept the invitation. The Judge says he 
did not expect court to last so long when he first 
arrived here. 

-5- 
Busy as usual - nothing new. 

Diary 35, 1923 
October 6-8 

-6th – 
Received letter from Debbie saying she would not 
come to Ketchikan - she is comfortable at home - 
the boats are crowded and she thinks she will be 
better off not to come. 
Busy in court work - not trials yet. 

-7th – 
Sunday - drew answer in Lynch case. 

-8th – 
Busy in getting cases ready - Have 5 cannery 
cases, & several other new cases with some good 
fees.  Kehoe came down from Wrangell - just could 
not stay in the office & attend to business - as 
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curious as a kid! 

Diary 35, 1923 
October 9-10 

-9th – 
Busy with court cases. 

-10- 
Things in court work going good. 
Kehoe came down a day or two ago, and is 
assisting me.  I did not ask him to come and 
wished him to stay in the office.  He is cross and 
hard to please. 
Denounced our clients to me today in case of 
Durback & Davis v Jackson - seems grouchy.  I 
have filed motion to Quash Indictments in every 
criminal case I have, on account of 
unconstitutionality of Ter. Jury Laws - making 
women jurors etc. Interesting question. 

Diary 35, 1923 
October 10 

10 
The court has denied my motions, but I think he is 
even now of my opinion, that the two laws, Chap’s 
68 and 91, Sess. Laws 1923, are both void as in 
conflict with the Organic Act creating the 
Legislature & that he will finally hold with me. 
The members of the bar are of my opinion, but if he 
shall hold the Acts void it would cause great trouble 
& he hesitates – but, I take the precaution to take 
the objection in each case and to reserve my 
exception when he overrules me.  Intend to test the 
matter in the highest courts - to U.S. Sup. Ct. if 
necessary. 

Diary 35, 1923 
October 11 

-11th – 
Busy as usual in cases. 
An now at work, also, on Brief in case of McHugh v 
Alaska SS. Co in Circuit Court of Appeals. 
Young McArthur called on me this afternoon - he is 
son of McArthurs who ran the Crystal Pharmacy at 
Fairbanks 20 years ago - Capt. Barnettes nephew.  
He went to Japan on the fine new steamship 
“Kennecott” - came back on her to Cordova, where 
she loaded with high grade ore - and two days ago 
was wrecked on the west coast of Queen Charlotte 
Is - no loss of life - but everything else. 

Diary 35, 1923 
October 12 

-12th – 
Tried case of Blue v Green, today. I appeared for 
Green & we won! 
Very busy with cases against the Alaska Sanitary 
Packing Co. for 5 distinct indictments violation of 
fishery laws.  Also Barnes case. 
At the same time I am preparing a brief in McHugh 
v Alaska SS. Co. now on appeal in Circuit Court of 
appeals, S.F. 
Recd copy of Brief prepared by Solicitor General 
Beck, & two Asst. Atty. Genl’s, in the Annette 
Island Case - & I think more of my Application for 
Certiorari than I formerly did - its good! 
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Diary 35, 1923 
October 13-14 

-13th – 
Saturday, and a busy day.  I am trying to carry on 
business in court, and advise clients in a dozen 
matters not for trial, and prepare a brief in the case 
of McHugh v Alaska SS. Co. at the same time. 
But I am getting along fine. 
Have also read “The Americanization of Edward 
Bok” this week. 
Committee of the Pioneers waited on me this 
evening and asked me to deliver a short address 
on the evening of the 18th - Alaska Day - & I 
consented. 

-14th – 
Worked on Brief in McHugh Case.  
Fine day. 

Diary 35, 1923 
October 15-16 

-15th – 
Kehoe went home on the “Alaska.” 
Sent a letter to Debbie, $100 to George (Tom 
George) for finishing paying for my stock in Eagle 
Riv. Fox Farm Co. and & $50.00 to Valentine for 
Oct. office rent. 

-16- 
Am getting all the work I can do at this term of 
court.  Trial begin Thursday. 
Am invited to address Pioneers Thursday evening 
at the meeting celebrating “Alaska Day.” 
 
[clipping] 

Judge Will Speak 
Judge James Wickersham has consented to give 

a brief address on the opening night of the early 
history of Alaska, and the meaning of “Alaska Day.” 
 
Took dinner this evening with Judge Reed - he told 
me he was about to remove Frame as Com. at 
Hyder on complaint of Hummel & others before the 
Grand Jury. 
John is to blame - although the charge is that John 
is too much engaged in mining! 

Diary 35, 1923 
October 17-18 

-17- 
Working on Sanitary Pack. Co. cases. 
Consultations with witnesses. 

-18th – 
Made a 15 minute address tonight at a big meeting 
of the Pioneers of Alaska, and advocated the plan 
of an Alaskan Commonwealth bearing about the 
same relation to the United States that the 
Governments of Canada, Australia, New Zealand 
etc. do that of the British Empire! 
A great many people expressed interest and many 
also approved the suggestion - it is the first time 
the suggestion with respect to the future of Alaska. 

Diary 35, 1923 
October 19 

19 
Made a 15 minute address tonight at a big meeting 
of the Pioneers of Alaska, and advocated the plan 
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of an Alaskan Commonwealth bearing about the 
same relation to the United States that the 
Governments of Canada, Australia, New Zealand 
etc. do that of the British Empire! 
A great many people expressed interest and many 
also approved the suggestion - it is the first time 
the suggestion with respect to the future of Alaska. 
 
[clipping] 
Ketchikan, Alaska Chronicle, Oct 19 

PIONEER CARNIVAL IS  
OPENED WITH FUN AND  

FROLIC AT HIPPODROME 
Games Are Well Patronized and  

Harding Memorial Not For- 
gotten by Patrons - Judge  

Wickersham’s Speech 
Despite the downpour of rain a large crowd 

attended the opening night of the Pioneers’ three 
days’ carnival last night.  All of the games were 
running full blast.  Dancing was enjoyed, with a 
stage setting of “ye olden times,” and the ladies 
were treated by their “gent” friends after each 
dance. 

The Harding Memorial booth was not forgotten in 
the rush for fun.  Roulette seemed to be the most 
popular game, especially with the women.  The 
stakes were high and much excitement was 
manifested. 

Tonight the doors will again open at eight o’clock 
and the carnival will be in full swing by nine o’clock.  
The imported Gypsy fortune teller will continue to 
give patrons occult messages. 

A genuine surprise will be sprung at the grand 
climax to the festivities at the Saturday night 
masque ball.  The valuable prizes will also be given 
away Saturday night for the best sustained 
gentleman character, for the best dressed 
gentleman and for the most comical gentleman 
character, and three similar prizes for the women. 

Judge Wickersham gave an address last evening 
in which he said: 
We meet this evening to celebrate the fifty-sixth 
anniversary of the day when the United States 
officials at Sitka, accepted from the Russian 
officials the delivery of the great Northern territory 
then known to the maps as Russian America and 
since called Alaska. 

It is now almost two hundred years ago, - it was 
in December, 1724-that Peter the Great accepted 
the suggestion of the colonizing powers of Europe 
that Russia undertake the exploration and 
colonization of the North Pacific and such unknown 
lands as might be located there by Russian 
exploration, and issued his instructions for the 
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organization of the Bering expedition.  Captain 
Bering first determined that Asia and America were 
separated by the sea, and were not one continent, 
and on his second voyage in 1741 sighted the 
shores of America.  On his return voyage his 
vessel was touched on the Copper Islands and the 
brave commander died in a sand pit shelter on that 
inhospitable shore.  A few of his crew reached the 
shores of Asia, bringing with them a store of seal 
and other skins and there directed the attention of 
Russian fur traders and hunters to the vast wealth 
of furs in the eastern ocean. 

In 1799 the Czar granted an exclusive charter for 
the control of trade in Russian America and in the 
next half century the Russians established trading 
stations at Unalaska, Kodiak, Sitka, Wrangell and 
as far south as Fort Ross in California. 

The Russian American Company excluded all 
settlers from the land, and confined its attention 
solely to the fur trade.  The result was to be 
expected by all who saw the world movement then 
in full swing of free colonies for free men.  
Separated from the power of the Czar by half the 
circumference of the earth, and threatened on the 
Pacific by both the English and Japanese, the Czar 
was forced to sell the Possessions to the United 
States to save them from falling into the power of 
the British. 
On March 30, 1867 the Russian ambassador and 
Wm. H. Seward, secretary of State for the United 
States, signed the treaty by which the United 
States purchased Russian America for $7,200,000. 

Diary 35, 1923 
October 19 

19 
And on October 18, 1867, fifty-six years ago 

today, General Rouseau, representative for the 
United States, together with the Russian 
representative, met on the parade ground at Sitka.  
The United States troops under Gen. Jeff. C. 
Davis, were drawn up opposite the small force of 
Russians, the Russian flag was hauled down, the 
United States flag was hoisted, and the United 
States assumed the guardianship of its red-headed 
step child – Alaska. 

Fifty-six years have now gone by, and in that 
short period the people of Alaska have done far 
more to establish the Anglo-Saxon form of 
Government in Alaska than was ever done by any 
people in any land in the same period of time.   

We have established towns and fixed the lines of 
travel and trade; built transportation systems by 
sea and railroads by land; developed the greatest 
fisheries in the world; opened the richest mines in 
America, and established a government after the 
type of those created for the first territories west of 
the Alleghany mountains by our revolutionary 
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ancestors.  Law and order, the safety of life and 
property, and the administration of justice are as 
well established here as in the continental United 
States. 

We are celebrating today, however, the advent of 
a people controlled by constitutional ideas, into this 
distant Territory, who are not satisfied with what 
they have, but who must grow and expand with the 
highest and best type of our civilization shall be 
established here in government. 

We are a non-contiguous Territory.  We wish to 
secure for ourselves and our children all the bles-
sings of constitutional government which our 
fathers enjoy in the States of the Union, and 
already there is concerted action and a movement 
to that end.  Already the question is presented:  
What form shall be adopted by the government of 
the future States which shall be organized in 
Alaska?  Will these Alaskan States be admitted 
into the Union on equality with the forty-eight 
sovereign States now organized in the continental 
United States?  Or will our separation from them by 
North Pacific seas compel us to organize under the 
constitution of the United States, a commonwealth 
of Alaska with the separate Alaskan States of 
Sitka, Alaska, Fairbanks and Seward?  Shall we b 
e compelled to adopt a form of government of that 
general type under which the world-wide colonies 
of England have set up for themselves free and 
independent commonwealths, yet all joined in 
constitutional unity to the mother country? 

Shall the United States adopt as the Non-
Contiguous system of Government, for Alaska: 
1. The Constitution of the United States as the 
paramount law. 
2. The creation of the Commonwealth of Alaska, 
after the Commonwealths of Ireland, Canada, 
Australia, New Zealand and others? 
3. The control of all foreign affairs by the United 
States? 
4. The control of all Alaskan affairs by an Alaska 
congress? 

Will a form of government based on the 
Commonwealth idea, such as prevails in Canada, 
New Zealand, and other British colonies, give us 
better and broader Home 
Rule, a more satisfactory government, than we will 
secure by the organization of a group of American 
States of the continental type, in Alaska, subject to 
the control of the United States congress and 36 
congressional bureaus located 5,000 miles away 
from our shores? 
This is a problem worthy of the most serious 
consideration by the Congress of the United States 
and every citizen of Alaska. 
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Think it over. 
 
It was a meeting of the usual type - wild Alaskan 
days -roulette, cards, dancing, bar, miners, etc. but 
I enjoyed it all, & did not fall down in my speech. 

Diary 35, 1923 
October 20-21 

-20- 
Busy day in court - an getting plenty of good 
business & will make a fair stake at this term. 
Have two or three hard trials before me - one for 
Alaska Sanitary Pack. Co. & one for a group of 
men accused of Conspiracy. 

-21- Sunday 
Long consultation with D.A. Brown of Alaska 
Sanitary Packing Co. about his cases, and also 
about his proposal to get the cannerymen to 
employ me as their atty. etc. 
He is on “Northwestern” now at dock going to 
Seattle, & I referred him to McCord, & Branch - 
Wrote Debbie good letter. Spent the day drawing 
instructions for jury in trials tomorrow. 

Diary 35, 1923 
October 22 

-22nd- 
Have had a hard day tying the case of U.S. v 
Alaska Sanitary Packing Co. for unlawful & wanton 
waste of salmon at a cannery.  Case went over till 
tomorrow for conclusion. 
Supreme Court U.S. has evidently denied my 
application for Certiorari in Annette Is. Pack. Co. 
tax case. 
 
[clipping] 

COURT REFUSES  
REVIEW ALASKA  
FISH TAX CASE 

Supreme Court Declines to In- 
terfere in Suit Brought by  

Territory 
(by Associated Press.) 

WASHINGTON, D.C., Oct. 22. - 
The United States supreme court today refused to 
review the case in which it was sought to 
determine whether the territory of Alaska can 
collect taxes from the Annette Island Packing Co. 
for fishing rights on Annette Island.  The suit was 
brought by the territorial government. 
 
Of course, that’s the law, because the Supreme 
Court says so, but I shall be interested to know 
what they do with the Montana case – Talbott. 

Diary 35, 1923 
October 23 

-23- 
Finished jury trial in U.S. v. Alaska Sanitary Pack. 
Co. & court instructed the jury to return a verdict in 
favor of Co - my client, & we won. 
In two other cases against them I pleaded guilty for 
the Co. and the court assessed fines - in one case 
$200. in the other $150. 
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Representatives of the Co. Messrs. Barnes, Supt. 
and Bill, foreman, are pleased at the result & 
telegraphed Co. in Seattle. 
It was a clear victory for them for they were afraid 
of the first case & we had instructions to plead 
guilty in the other two - so everything came out to 
our entire satisfaction. 

Diary 35, 1923 
October 24-27 

-24- 
Spent the day in examining the records of deeds in 
determining title in Lynch & another case.  Getting 
ready for trial in Shawver case. 

-25th – 
Shawven case postponed until next term of court -
set for second trial. 
Working on record title in Rian-Lynch case. 

-26th – 
Same as yesterday. 

-27th – 
Debbie & I were married 43 years ago today - 
Bless her. 
Busy in court today - ready to go home - if we can 
postpone a case or two. 

Diary 35, 1923 
October 28-29 

-28th – 
Sunday - dinner with Mr. & Mrs. Althouse, Mrs. 
Young & Mrs. Spoonerhawk, were also present. 
Ziegler & I are preparing affidavits in the 
Conspiracy Case - U.S. v Temple et. al. for 
continuance till next term. 

-29th – 
Got the case of U.S. v Temple, et. al. conspiracy, 
postponed to Jan 14th, & Judgment of Divorce for 
Mrs. Nevill in Nevill v Nevill, which winds up my 
cases for trail at this term of court. 
Paid my bills & will go home on “Northwestern” 
Left Ketchikan at 1 oclock. p.m. today - At Wrangell 
for an hour - saw Judge Thomas, Grant, Gartley & 
others about Wrangell Elec. Light project. 

Diary 35, 1923 
October 30- 
November 1 

-30th – 
Reached Juneau this afternoon.  Found Debbie & 
all well. 

-31st- 
Spent the day in arranging the office accounts and 
writing letters. 
Received back from the Nat. Geog. Mag. my article 
in the Lincoln Statue, and sent if off again to the 
Sunset Magazine, S.F. 

Nov. 1. 
Went down to the wharf this a.m. 6 oclock & visited 
with Father J. Jette, S.J. who is very sick & enroute 
to the Outside for medical treatment. 
Bishop Crimont, of the Catholic Church is with him. 
He looks better than I 

Diary 35, 1923 
November 1 

1 
expected and seems very cheerful and hopeful of 
recovery.  Took him a basket of fruit, and a copy of 
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Father A.G. Maurice’s book “Origin des Denes,” 
etc. in French. 
He had never seen the book and was very much 
pleased when I gave it to him.  Father Jette is a 
French scholar, and has also made a special study 
for some years of the Yukon Tena language.  He 
has resided on the Yukon for about 25 years, and 
has done great good there as a worker in the 
Catholic schools and church work among the 
natives.  He said he hoped to come back and 
renew his labors there. 

Diary 35, 1923 
November 1-4 

Nov. 1 continued. 
Some time ago I received a very nice letter from 
Barrett Willoughby, who wrote an interesting 
Alaskan novel, “Where The Sun Swings North,”  
Her name, she tells me, is “Florence Barrett 
Willoughby” - but she dropped the first name and 
many think she is a man, on account of her pen 
name.  She is an interesting letter writer, and I 
have just completed an answer to her letter. 

-2nd – 
As usual working in office. 

-3rd – 
Same as yesterday. 

-4- 
Sunday - but worked drawing Comp. in Mathison 
case - am in doubt 

Diary 35, 1923 
November 5 

-5- 
Getting correspondence off on the morning boat - 
south. 
Recd. letter from Arthur H. Clark, Cleveland, Ohio, 
with single page announcements of the publication 
of Professor Nichols Hist. of Alaska, for which I 
wrote the Introduction. 
Have sent for 1/2 doz copies of the book. 

Also spent a few hours assisting George Loper 
an old Pioneer of 40 Mile, Circle & Fairbanks, to 
get a warm seat for the winter at the Pioneer’s 
Home. 
Plenty of work in the office.  Joe goes to 
Petersburg on business in the morning. 

Diary 35, 1923 
November 6-9 

-6th – 
As usual - working on cases for next week in court. 

-7th – 
Getting cases ready for court next week. 

-8th – 
Same as yesterday. 

-9th – 
The Empire announces tonight that there has been 
a reorganization of the Alaska Railroad - Gov. 
Bone is chairman, and is Gen. Manager, Major 
Gotwals, Chief Engineer, & B.S. Barndollar, legal 
adviser.  That lets Col. Steese and Richardson out. 
The paper also disclosed that the Public Wagon 
Road Work is to be reorganized also, 
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Diary 35, 1923 
November 9-10 

9 
by placing the work under the Bureau of Public 
Roads, - thus doing away with Richardson, Steese, 
et. al.  If that results - it will be some good that the 
Gov. has done, anyway.  I heard a “catty” lady call 
him Gov-”Pollyanna” - it fits!  He is strong on the 
“yes-yes” stuff. 

-10- 
Busy in the office - Kehoe has not yet returned 
from Petersburg & I am doing all kinds of work.  
Father Kashaveroff has asked me to write him an 
opinion on the power of the Bishop of the Russian 
Orthodox Church to sell and dispose of the Church 
property - which is an interesting question, & 
involves much study & labor. 

Diary 35, 1923 
November 11-13 

-11th – 
Sunday - wrote some in correcting Ms. of 
Pioneering Around Mt. McKinley. 

-12- 
The regular term of District Court began its 
sessions today.  Nothing much except to draw 
juries. 
Kehoe is not home yet. 

13th  
Plead guilty for Cheney, an old “sour-dough” from 
Fairbanks today & Judge Reed sent him to the 
penitentiary for a year if he had contended he’d 
have had 5! for selling crooked oil stock. 
Had a long visit from  Maas, & talked Alaska 
history, books, bibliography etc. to him. 

Diary 35, 1923 
November 14-15 

-14th – 
Kehoe home again.  Nothing in court of any 
importance today. 

-15- 
Had a fine visit with a Mr. Maas, a visitor at the 
Zynda, with his wife & little daughter. 
He seems to be a friend of Sec. Theile, and is a 
correspondent - independent, he tells me, for some 
of the magazines.  He is here getting color & 
material & talked all afternoon to me, yesterday, on 
the history of Alaska, etc. 
Kehoe and I got the case of Libby, McNeill & Libby, 
limited liability case on wrecked vessel, concluded 
today to the entire advantage of our client & sent 
report to Wright, Kelleher, Allen & Hilen, Attys. 
Seattle. 

Diary 35, 1923 
November 16 

-16- 
Busy today preparing pleadings in getting cases at 
issue for trial in court here and in Ketchikan. 
Also wrote a letter to Miss Emily Polet, the 
daughter of my Nome friend, “Tony” Polet, in 
answer to her inquiry:  Was the $7,200,000, paid to 
Russia paid for Alaska, or was the greater part of it 
paid because of a supposed or real indebtedness 
on account of the Naval Demonstration Russia had 

J:\hist_docs\wickersham\ASL-MS0107-6-35.doc 



Alaska State Library - Historical Collections, PO Box 110571, Juneau AK 99811-0571 
Diary of James Wickersham. May 17th, 1923 to Feb. 27, 1925. 
MS 107 BOX 6 DIARY 35 
 

made during the Civil War, in support of the Union 
Cause?  Of course I advised her it was paid for 
Alaska, and not to Russia for her naval 
demonstration! 

Diary 35, 1923 
November 17-19 

-17- 
In court today - nothing doing. 
Have been at work on index to Pioneering Around 
McKinley. 

-18th – 
Mrs. Wickersham & I had dinner with Karl Theile, - 
at his home out on the Glacier Road.  Mrs. Sorby, 
the nurse to his motherless son was also present.  
We enjoyed the visit, the dinner, but particularly the 
son. 

-19th – 
Attending court trying to get cases ready for trial. 
Am preparing defense of Oliver Hawkins & Fred 
James, two Hoonah Indians for illegal fishing - their 
defense is a good one - & just. 

Diary 35, 1923 
November 20-23 

-20- 
Between working on court cases I am preparing 
Index for Pioneering. 

-21st – 
Working on cases in Court – for trial.  On index for 
Pioneering McKinley. 

-22nd – 
Same as yesterday.  Spent an hour and several 
dollars at the Catholic Bazaar tonight. 

-23- 
Conducted trial of U. S. v Oliver Hawkins & Fred 
James, by defending two Hoonah Indians for 
alleged illegal fishing.  Jury trial and stubbornly 
contested by U.S. Atty, but the jury found my 
clients “not guilty.” 

Diary 35, 1923 
November 24-25 

-24.- 
Have been very much interested in examination of 
Maggs Bros. London, Bibliotheca Americana, Part. 
Z.[?] just received - there are some rare and 
apparently original maps of Spanish origin in it, 
quoted for sale, of Spanish surveys along North & 
west Coast of America, to Alaska. 
I shall send for two of them. 
Debbie & I will attend dinner at Catholic Bazaar for 
the benefit of the St. Ann’s Hospital, this evening. 

-25- 
Sunday - Worked in office part of day on Meldahl’s 
case -indictment & a hard case. 

Diary 35, 1923 
November 26-27 

-26th – 
Worked all day on Meldahl case.  First in court & 
then in office. 
Mendenhall, Dorothy Adams and another woman 
called at our office & assisted in preparing map etc. 
Judge Reed seems inclined to “ride” us - to be 
against Meldahl. 
We are telegraphing to Seattle for Witnesses but 

J:\hist_docs\wickersham\ASL-MS0107-6-35.doc 



Alaska State Library - Historical Collections, PO Box 110571, Juneau AK 99811-0571 
Diary of James Wickersham. May 17th, 1923 to Feb. 27, 1925. 
MS 107 BOX 6 DIARY 35 
 

may not get them. Its a hard case! 
-27- 

Much trouble to get Meldahl case in satisfactory 
shape. Dist. Atty fighting us - trying to prevent us 
from getting witnesses etc. who are in Seattle. 

Diary 35, 1923 
November 28-29 

-28- 
In court on motions, demurrers, etc. in U.S. v 
Meldahl, today but court finally adjourned the 
whole mater till Saturday when we are to have our 
motion for continuance over term ready. 
When I have a minute to spare I am re writing 
Index to Pioneering & now have just completed it - 
ready for the typewriter. 

-29th – 
Thanksgiving Day:  Debbie & I remained at home & 
had our usual - but good Turkey - dinner with Mrs. 
Berry. 

Diary 35, 1923 
November 30 

-30th – 
Very much interested in the Meldahl case - the 
Government witnesses are - 2 prostitutes and 4 
bootleggers & pimps. They are in collusion & have 
already committed Perjury before the Grand Jury, 
& we are endeavoring to get postponement of trial 
till next term so as to get his witnesses here from 
Seattle.  It is an interesting case - one with startling 
possibilities and dramatic incidents - and I do not 
longer have any doubt of his innocence & our 
ability to secure his acquittal - but the witnesses for 
the Govt are bad! 

Diary 35, 1923 
December 1-3 

-Dec 1st- 
Judge Reed continued the trial of Meldahl till April 
12th at Ketchikan!  That will enable us to get our 
Seattle Witnesses then, & thus save much 
expense & trouble and will also enable me to go 
with Debbie to S.F. and have Christmas with 
Darrell & Jane. 

-2nd – 
Sunday - a lazy day.  Sent telegram to Meldahl’s 
friends Seattle urging them to secure bonding Co. 
to make bail bond here for him. 

-3rd- 
Working in office. 
Kehoe making map for “Pioneering Around 
McKinley.” 

Diary 35, 1923 
December 4-5 

-4th – 
Working in office as usual. 
Our landlady, Mrs. Berry, who gives us our meals 
is in ill health & we are now forced to take our 
breakfast & dinner at the public restaurants.  I have 
engaged passage south bound on the SS 
“Alameda,” for Debbie and myself for her next trip 
south - about the 12th. 

-5th – 
Kehoe is making a “view” of the Hanna Glacier for 
me, for use in the “Pioneering Around Mt. 
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McKinley.”  It looks good to me, and gives a 
general view of the whole glacier - it is ideal and 
not exact, but a good general impression. 

Diary 35, 1923 
December 6-7 

-6th – 
We got telegraph bond from Seattle today for 
Meldahl, & will not get him out and let him go home 
till the April term of court in Ketchikan. 
His is an interesting case - he was indicted for 
attempting to kill Brackery - on the testimony of 
Mendenhall - who, himself, committed the crime!!  
Mendenhall comes to see me, and has voluntarily 
told me he was drunk, etc. at the time, evidently he 
is preparing his alibi - he may yet confess—the 
whole story - but already I know enough to acquit 
Meldahl. 

-7th – 
Got Meldahl out on bond today & he goes home 
tonight -happy. 

Diary 35, 1923 
December 8 

-8th – 
Working on cases, etc. getting ready to Go to San 
Francisco on the Alameda next week. 
My “Pioneering Around Mt McKinley” is completed 
& ready to go to Kermit Roosevelt, New York, with 
a request that he or the Boone & Crockett Club 
write the Introduction. 
This request is based on the fact that the Club on 
Feb. 22, 1917, passed a resolution inviting me to 
write the story - and I am inviting young Roosevelt, 
who signed the Resolution as Secretary, to assist 
in the production which they asked for by finishing 
the Introduction. 

Diary 35, 1923 
December 9-13 

-9th – 
Sunday - snowing. 

-10th – 
Getting cases set for Jan. and ready to go south on 
Alameda. 

-11th – 
Same as yesterday. 

-12th – 
Debbie & I left Juneau at noon on “Alameda” for 
Seattle & San Francisco. 

-13th – 
At Ketchikan - Debbie & I went to Hunts store - 
found that their son Dale W. Hunt, died yesterday.  
We went at once to call on the mother & father & 
Dales wife. They are in great distress - Dale is 38 
years old. 

Diary 35, 1923 
December 14-15 

-14th – 
Debbie was sea sick last night crossing Dixon’s 
Entrance & not strong - Bishop Rowe is aboard & 
Mrs. Landis, wife of new Govt. Rd. manager & a lot 
of our friends. 
Tonight we are across both Millbank & Queen 
Charlotte Sound, and will be in Seattle tomorrow 
night. 
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-15th – 
Seattle at 8 oclock - Ed & Mrs. Russell met us at 
the wharf and brought us to the Frye - 
Letter from Darrell asking us to come to their 
apartment instead of going to the hotel. We will 
stay at the Frye till Wednesday & go-up to visit 
Mother in the meantime. 

Diary 35, 1923 
December 16 

-16th – 
Debbie & I went to Enumclaw - Jennie sent her car 
down for us.  We found Mother sick in bed - Jen 
thinks she had a slight stoke of apoplexy - or some 
ailment that brought 
on a partial paralysis of the right side - but she 
does not seem very sick to me. 
Everybody else well and all working getting ready 
for Christmas.  The Hansen family, Axel, Frank, 
Mrs. Olson, Mrs. Smith, Mrs. Anderson and Mrs. 
McKinnon, and Jen, are great to give Christmas 
presents - to each other & to their respective 
families. 
It is a ceremonial time of giving “things”- to their 
respective families. 

Diary 35, 1923 
December 17-18 

-17th – 
We went down to Buckley today. 
Jen drove us down in her car & we visited all the 
“folks” - Uncle Tom & Aunt Kate, Aunt Lizzie, etc.  
Spent an hour or so at Axle’s in the evening 
listening to his “radio music” - music out of the air 
from Calgary, Los Angeles, San Francisco etc. 
A pleasant day - warm & gentle. 

-18th – 
Jen brought us down to Seattle - & she and Debbie 
did shopping. 
I attended to business - visited Hartman, Allen, & 
other offices, & finished up much of my Seattle 
work.  Sent a telegram to Dan Sutherland for 
Kermit Roosevelts address, etc. 

Diary 35, 1923 
December 19-20 

-19th – 
Got Kermit Roosevelts address from Sutherland by 
telegram = 44 Beaver St. New York City - & fwd 
Mss. “Pioneering.” 
Lunch with Allen & Allen at College club.  Bought 
new hat etc. 
Cut coupons from bonds $752.00 & recd. $3000. 
bonds called. 
Mrs. Peoples had dinner with us, - etc. 
Attended to business in Seattle, & Ralph Merrill 
called -The Frawleys and a dozen others.  Busy all 
day. 

-20th – 
Rustgard & wife here from Wash. D.C. 
He insists I must be candidate for Gov. at primary 
election etc. 
We left for Cal. on 11:55 - midnight train. 
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Diary 35, 1923 
December 21-23 

-21st – 
Portland at 8 a.m. & across Oregon today – travel 
pleasant. 

-22nd – 
Reached S.F. at noon & went to Darrell & Jane’s 
apartments, #655 Powell Street. 
Jane is a fine looking girl, and received us most 
kindly. 

-23d- 
Darrell & Jane took us riding in their new 
Automobile, along the docks & piers - out by the 
Presidio and Cliff House - south along the sky line 
road to Half Moon bay - thence across to San 
Mateo & back. 
A fine home dinner - & to bed. 

Diary 35, 1923 
December 24 

-24th – 
Began the morning by calling on the Greek Consul, 
in the Philan Bldg. in re. claim of a Greek for death 
of brother etc.  Then on L.L. James, Chronicle Bldg 
- took lunch with James, & met Mr. Coleman Cox - 
literary advertiser! 
Bought flowers, silver candlesticks etc. for Jane for 
Christmas. 
Spent part of the day in Bookstore - found Ed. 
Schifflins copy of a folding booklet of Alaskan 
photographs taken in 1882 - & on the Yukon river.  
Fine copy & fine and valuable photographs of the 
“New Racket,” “Yukon” SS Michael.” - first their 
steamboats on the great river. 

Diary 35, 1923 
December 25-26 

-25th – 
Christmas - Had a ride in the park with the family.  
Roses in bloom in the parks & yards.  Jane got us 
a good Turkey winner & we had a very happy day 
& evening with Darrell & Jane. 

26th  
Bot tickets 24th for trip to L.A.  telegraphed Edgar 
last night that I would come & will go tonight. 
Lunch today with L.L. James, & will have Darrell 
with us.  L.J. began the study of law with me in 
Fairbanks - but graduated in Cal. & is now doing a 
good bit of business as such here in S.F. 

Diary 35, 1923 
December 27 

27 
Arrived in Los Angeles this morning at 9:30 and 
went to the Clark Hotel. 
Edgar met me there & we hunted up Harry White & 
others - talked Alaska coal - oil - timber etc. to 
various parties that White introduced me to.  Had 
dinner in evening with Edgar & Lizzie out at 
Pasadena, after which he brought me to the L.A. 
streetcar & I got home - blank - late. 
During the afternoon visited the LaBrea collection 
of elephant, tiger, camel etc. bones in museum & 
had good view of city from automobile etc. 
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Diary 35, 1923 
December 28 

-28th – 
[?] Good & Ed. Henderson & [?] Lathrop all on L.A. 
Express. 
Had a fine visit with first two, interview & picture in 
Express. 
Luncheon given to me at the Baltimore grill room 
by business men - Brown, Judge Finlayson, Burk, 
Harry White, etc. - a dozen. 
Then we talked the hope of joining L.A. & Alaska in 
closer business arrangements - Brown emphasized 
pulp and lumber - and opposed coal, being atty. for 
Power Co.! 
I also called later & met Dicksons, Ed. & Prop. of 
Express, who was also greatly interested in pulp  
 
[clipping] 

James Wickersham Says  
California Needs Products  

of Rich Northland 
Alaska, the land of undeveloped resources, looks 

to California and particularly to Los Angeles for a 
market in which its unlimited coal deposits and 
other products may be disposed of. 

This was the message brought to Los Angeles 
today by James Wickersham , former United 
States judge in and congressman from Uncle 
Sam’s northern possession.  Judge Wickersham, 
who is stopping at the Clark hotel, will remain here 
but a day or so, he said. 

ALASKA GROWING 
“I have a lot to do on my trip down here this 

time,” he explained. “Alaska is just beginning to 
start its real growth.  There is no doubt in the mind 
of anyone that it has natural wealth and resources 
in enough quantities to supply the United States. 

“It is for the purpose of developing Alaska that I 
am in Los Angeles today.  We want to sell you our 
coal, as well as other products.  We want to 
interest your financiers in our country.  We are 
looking to Los Angeles for a mutually profitable 
business arrangement whereby the capitalists of 
your city will, at a great profit to themselves, help 
us to develop Alaska.” 

The retired jurist and statesman has contributed 
to the history of Alaska not only in the facts of con-
gressional documents but in the romantic fiction 
that has come out of the vigorous north country.  
He is the figure around which Rex Beach wove his 
famous novel, “The Spoilers.” 

JUDGE FOR YEARS 
He served eight years as a federal judge in Alaska 
under recess appointments from President 
Roosevelt, the senate refusing to confirm his 
nomination.  The late president had great faith in 
the former jurist and was a close personal friend, it 
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is said.  He served three times as delegate in 
congress from Alaska, was twice counted out by 
the election machinery by carried his appeal to 
congress and won in each case.  He was also the 
first man to reach a 10,000 foot altitude on Mount 
McKinley.  Judge Wickersham lives in Juneau, 
Alaska’s capital. 

Diary 35, 1923 
December 28-30 

28 
and paper.  I formed a very high regard for Clark 
and Dickson and will address my data to them.  
Dickson especially thought I ought to stay over a 
day longer in L.A. & explain & talk - but I thought 
better to write rather than talk. 
Dinner with Edgar at Hotel Clark & left on “Padre” 
at 8. for S.F. 

-29th – 
Arrived in S.F. and found all well. Visited with folks 
& rested. 

-30th – 
Sunday.  Fine sunny day, but rather raw and 
blustery.  Ride through parks with Darrell. 
Debbie has cold - nothing serious. 

Diary 35, 1923 
December 31- 
January 2, 1924 

-31st- 
Recd. telegram from 0. A. Brown yesterday - from 
Pasadena, wanting to see me. 
Answered saying hoped to go north Wednesday 
evening and inquiring what I could do for him.  
Reply this morning asking me to wait till Thursday 
& he will come etc. 

Jany 1, 1924. 
Debbie sick with cold, but getting better -remained 
at home & no festivities. 

Jan 2nd  
Down town with Debbie - shopping & street car 
riding.  We had a gay dinner at “Palace Hotel” - 
dancing & jazz music - I also had a 

Diary 35, 1924 
January 2-4 

2 
good long conference with Gus. Johnson, pulp & 
paper man, connected with the Everett Pulp & 
Paper Co. about project in Alaska.  He asks me to 
send him data - maps etc. seems interested. 

-3rd – 
Am to meet 0.A. Brown, Wrangell canneryman at 
the St. Francis Hotel this morning at 10 a.m. & will 
go home tonight. 
Left S. P. at 10:20 for Oakland & the train to Seattle. 

-4th – 
Woke up near Redding - the whole country 
covered with snow - about 4 inches deep. 

Diary 35, 1924 
January 5-6 

-5th – 
In Portland early this morning - snow covers the 
country as in Cal.  Fine trip across Wash.  Tacoma 
at 2 oclock – enjoyed the ride across the gravelly 
prairies - on the Nisqually and down the west shore 
to Point Defiance tunnel - Reached Seattle at 3:30 
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and was met at station by Harold Hanson with 
Jen’s auto - went to Frye Hotel & got a room - a 
bath - clean clothes, & then went to Enumclaw with 
Jen. 
Mother is much better than when I saw her last 
time & is improving. 

-6th – 
Was sick last night at Jen’s – 

Diary 35, 1924 
January 6 

6 
stomach & bowels - too much good food & too 
many cigars.  Am better today. 
Had a good visit with the folks and they brought me 
down to Auburn in the automobile - & I caught Inter 
Urban train for Seattle.  Harold and Bernice Smith, 
his cousin, came with me to Seattle & they went on 
to the University of Wash. where they are going to 
School. 
Jack McCord & Burt Johnson came to see me - 
Jack talks about employing me for his capitalists in 
Cold Bay, Alaska, oil cases, while Burt wants a 
grub stake. 
Sent telegram to Zeigler, Ketchikan about our 
conspiracy cases. 

Diary 35, 1924 
January 7 

-7th – 
This was my busy day. 
Sent Debbie a letter - $500. 
Wrote Darrell fully about Ins. cases, 
Found some Ins. witnesses for Sayers. Interviewed 
Chas. Burkhart about Insurance case of Pac. Fish 
Co. v SS. Virginia II & found him stubborn as a 
mule. 
Talked politics with Hartman, & latter with Howard 
Rice -about Jonnson delegates from Alaska. 
Visited Dr. Bently, oculist, - glasses. 
Got my Bank balance arranged.  Talked with 
Charlie Herron about his Anchorage & Juneau 
paper suits! 
Listened for an hour to John Ballaine & various 
other things. 

Diary 35, 1924 
January 8 

8th  
Over to Tacoma. 
Settled with W.P. Hopping & Co. - my present 
deposit with them is $7000.00. Got statement for 
Income Tax.  Visited State Hist. Soc. & got some 
books I wanted. 
Tried to see Perkins about Hyder mines - but could 
not get him. 
Got glasses - for eyes. Met many Alaskans & much 
conversation. 

-9th – 
Left Seattle at 9 a.m. on SS. Admiral Rogers - 
“Spokane” for home. 
Had dinner with Rice, Senator Poindexters former 
private Secretary, who tells me he is here 
representing Senator Hiram Johnson’s presidential 
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organization 

Diary 35, 1924 
January 9 

9 
in attempting to secure pledged Delegates to the 
Republican Nat. Convention.  I gave him the 
political situation in Alaska, & while I refused to be 
a candidate for Delegate, agreed to assist Senator 
Johnson’s friends.  I suggested that Hitchcock, 
Johnsons manager write to Cash Cole & others 
whose in Alaska and get them personally 
interested.  He said, however, for the present he 
would write to me, and to these men latter when 
the plan of organization was arranged. 
Had many errands around Seattle yesterday and 
got most of them attended to, and came away with 
business matters satisfactorily arranged. 

Diary 35, 1924 
January 10-11 

-10th – 
Seymour Narrows early and Queen Charlottes 
crossing late today. 

-11th – 
A mild and gentle day - soft fleecy fog - clouds 
lying along the mountain sides, and once in a while 
a glimpse of the sun, the temperature mild, and like 
a spring evening - it seems good to get back to a 
region where the sun does not both glare and roast 
one- into a region of mildness and peace. 
Reached Ketchikan at 9:30 p.m. and got a room at 
the Revilla Hotel. Court officials not yet here - will 
be in from Juneau sometime tonight. 
Telegraphed Kehoe for my court files. 

Diary 35, 1924 
January 12-13 

-12th – 
Judge Reed and the court officials reached here 
this morning early, and he opened court at 10 a.m.  
Called the docket - heard arguments in 3 of my 
cases.  Leehey representing the Daly Alaska Min. 
Co. is here, and , with my assistance, will represent 
defendants in case brot. by New Alaska Min. Co. v 
Knipple, Davis, McGrew and Daly Co. - to be heard 
before Judge Reed on Monday. 

-13- 
Sunday.  Am busy going over my acts. & papers, 
and getting down to date on both - to be ready for 
court tomorrow.  When I was in 

Diary 35, 1924 
January 13 

13 
Tacoma I took from my library in the State 
Historical rooms, my copy of Gulliver’s Travels -
1727, De Fontes letter, the Great Probability of a 
N.W. Passage etc. and several other rare books & 
brought them with me.  I enjoyed an afternoon on 
the “Admiral Rogers” the old “Spokane,” with Dan. 
Noonan, (who gave me an autographed copy of 
3rd Ed. of his Alaskan verses) talking Alaskan 
books.  Dans critics must admit he is a pleasant 
companion and a good cook, even if they do damn 
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his meter, and we had a fine old sourdough talk 
about Alaskans and Alaskan books, -repeated 
tonight when Wm F. Paul & Leehey spent the even-
ing in my rooms. 

Diary 35, 1924 
January 14 

-14th – 
Court met today & we tried the case of New Alaska 
Min Co. v Knipple, Davis, McGrew & Daly Alaska 
Min. Co.  James M. Shoup, for Plaintiff, and 
Leehey for Daly Alaska Min Co. and I for Knipple, 
Davis and McGrew.  Shoup moved to dismiss the 
case, but we objected and the court sustained our 
objection, - we then introduced our testimony and 
the case was closed.  We cannot get the Judgment 
entered until my papers get down from Juneau, for 
there are some important original papers in my 
office which must be filed as original evidence in 
the case, then the judgment will be signed. 

Diary 35, 1924 
January 15 

-15th – 
Getting pleadings in Hyder cases settled and cases 
at issue, ready for next term trials. 
Letter from Debbie on this mornings boat from the 
south - “Victoria.” 
She is very nervous about cancer - and will consult 
Dr. Abrams.  I do not think she is in any danger of 
that disease -but she must be satisfied. 
Wrote her a letter telling her to consult with Darrell 
and do what is necessary - that I have the money. 
She was depending on Dr. Abrams - but tonight’s 
paper says he died today. 
 
[clipping] 

Dr. Albert Abrams 
Dies of Pneumonia 

SAN FRANCISCO, Jan. 15.-Dr. Albert Abrams, 
physician and surgeon, noted for electronic 
diagnosis, died here Sunday night of pneumonia. 

Diary 35, 1924 
January 16-17 

-16th – 
SS “Alaska” at the dock - southbound. 
Mrs. McKinnon & several other Juneau friends on 
board -Took them over to see new “Coliseum” 
Theater.  Getting ready for trial of “Conspiracy” 
case tomorrow. 
Wrote Debbie letter on “Alaska” saying the 
Behrends coming to Palace Hotel, S.F. 

-17th – 
Entered upon trial of U. S. v Billy Temple, Hank 
Roselle & Dan Raffleson for Conspiracy, etc. 
Zeigler and I are defending & asked for severance 
& we have spent the day in the trial. 
The U. S. Attorneys are exciting every effort to 
convict – 

Diary 35, 1924 
January 18 

-18th  
Spent the day in trial of Temple. 
The government witnesses failed to prove the 
conspiracy, and on the close of the case for the 
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prosecution I moved to instruct the jury to bring in a 
verdict of “not guilty” and Judge Reed granted the 
motion and this evening the jury returned that 
verdict. 
Gave John W. Frame $25. to assist him in paying 
postage on his new paper “Ketchikan Examiner,” & 
took subscriptions for 10 of my friends throughout 
the Territory.  Will probably leave for Juneau on 
Monday - 21st. 

Diary 35, 1924 
January 19 

-19th – 
Judge Reed signed the Decree & Finding of Fact 
and Conclusions of Law in the Hyder Mining Case - 
New Alaska M. Co v Knipple, et. al. on the 17th  
and on the 18th  told me he was afraid he had 
committed error in law therein & intended to open 
the case and change his findings & Conclusions: I 
objected today on the ground that he had no 
jurisdiction.- and after a struggle - think he is now 
convinced that he has no jurisdiction. 
He was mad to think he had no power - but said 
finally “Well it makes no difference - my action is 
illegal!” - so we let it go at that. 
Letter from Debbie: she is feeling better for the 
Doctors tell her she has no 

Diary 35, 1924 
January 19-21 

19 
symptoms of cancer, but has slight symptoms of 
Tuberculosis in her best long. 
that we have long known, and it does not frighten 
her, but the fear of cancer did! 
Received copy of Sunset Magazine of Feb. with my 
story of the Lincoln Totem Pole. 

-20th – 
Sunday - court is about over & I am going to 
Juneau on the “Northwestern” tomorrow. 
Conferred with Jennie Lynch, & Billie about their 
location on the tide lands & get an agreement with 
the Legion boys to move them to a frontage on 
Stedman St. 

-21st 
Court adjourned at noon. 

Diary 35, 1924 
January 21-23 

21 
The “Northwestern” will be in this afternoon. The 
N.W. left Ketchikan at 8. p.m. with Judge Reed & 
court officials etc. etc. 

-22nd – 
At Wrangell early this a.m. 
Petersburg for an hour, and we reached Juneau at 
11:30. 

-23rd – 
When I returned to my office this morning I found 6 
copies of Nichols History of Alaska, for which I 
wrote the Introduction.  Today I wrote Arthur H. 
Clark, publisher a letter expressing my satisfaction 
with the book & thanking him for sending me a 
complimentary copy with his autograph.  I 
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Diary 35, 1924 
January 23 

23 
also sent his Company a draft for $30. in payment 
for 5 additional copies, which I’ve received.  One of 
these I sent to Debbie at S.F. and one to Forest J. 
Hunt, of Ketchikan asking him to correspond with 
the Clark Co. about acting as salesman in Alaska 
for the book.  Am also answering letters, and have 
just sent Hugh A. Morrison N.Y. Draft for $120.00 
balance on account for final preparation of cards 
for my Alaska Bibliography. 
This includes his work to Dec. 31, 1923, the last to 
be included in the bibliography. 
In other words the data for my Alaskan 
Bibliography is completed! 

Diary 35, 1924 
January 24 

-24th – 
H.E. St. George, enroute from Fairbanks to 
California was stricken with paralysis of the entire 
left side while coming across from Cordova day 
before yesterday, and was taken off the “Victoria” 
here this morning.  He is at the Catholic Hospital - 
when I went in to see him he did not seem to 
recognize me and is in a critical condition.  The 
Shriners Club took charge of him & sent telegrams 
to his brother in Fresno, Cal. 
I am trying to catch up with my much belated 
correspondence, and reading the “History of 
Alaska Under the United States,” Nichols. 

Diary 35, 1924 
January 25-27 

-25th – 
Same as yesterday. 
St. George seems to be growing worse, and I sent 
night letter telegrams to Mrs. St. George, Los 
Angeles, and to Guy B. Erwin, Fairbanks, about his 
critical condition. 

-26th – 
St. George died last night at 10 oclock at St. Anns 
Hospital 
I sent telegrams to his wife at Los Angeles & to 
Guy B. Erwin at Fairbanks. 

-27th – 
Recd telegram from Mrs. St George to bury him 
here, & the Masons will attend to that! Poor Harry. 

Diary 35, 1924 
January 27-28 

27 
Got papers ready this afternoon for Injunction in a 
case to be brought tomorrow morning - Monday, to 
retain City of Juneau from pay R. E. Robertson, 
attorney, $2000. for expenses to Wash. D.C. to 
lobby for division of the territory, etc. etc. and 
Valentine will be plaintiff. 

-28th – 
Valentine v Robertson, over till Wednesday. Filed 
suite & served papers - how the Empire does howl 
– blames Sutherland for trying to prevent division 
of the Territory etc. My old friend Dr. S. Hall Young 
has letter from his Board suggesting that he retire 
& write his History of Alaska! 
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Diary 35, 1924 
January 29 

-29th – 
Prepared an amended Complaint in Valentine v 
Robertson today - they caused the City Council to 
hold a special meeting tonight & rescind the former 
Reso. and pass a new one employing Robertson to 
go to Washington to assist Dan in the work of 
securing legislation for Juneau! - a new statement 
but the old offense. 
Christoffersen of Fairbanks was in today while the 
SS. Alaska was at the wharf, and I agreed to give 
his Co. a lease for 2 years and an option to buy my 
interest in Goessman Hill claims for $4000. 

Diary 35, 1924 
January 30 

-30th – 
Kehoe received a telegram from Boyle, Register 
U.S. Land Office at Anchorage saying he was 
tendering his resignation & asking Kehoe to 
become a candidate. 
Today saw Gov. Bone who gave him an 
endorsement & I also sent a telegraphic 
endorsement - & he may be appointed!  It will be a 
good thing for him - & me too, I think. 
Judge Reed issued an amended Restraining Order 
today to prevent Robertson from disposing of the 
$1500 he received from the City Council till the 
final disposition of the case. 
Very busy with Office work. 
Wrote long nice letter to Debbie. 

Diary 35, 1924 
January 30-31 

30th continued. 
I wrote letter to Kermit Roosevelts Sec. approving 
her suggestion that Chas. Sheldon write the 
Introduction for my Mss. “Pioneering Around Mt 
McKinley” 
I should, of course, rather have Roosevelt do it, but 
he has gone to the Orient for a long trip - & then 
maybe he would not care to do it- so that! 

-31st 
Dan Sutherland has not filed his Declaration of 
Candidacy for re election as Delegate - it must be 
filed not later 
than Tuesday, Feb 5th - next week, and probably 
no boat can reach here from the South until late 
Tuesday night or Wed 

Diary 35, 1924 
January 31 

31 
= nesday and it may not be even on that boat.  
Valentine and Cash Cole are wildly telegraphing to 
him with no answer tonight. 
The trouble has arisen over the fact that the last 
Legislature changed the time of filing the 
Declaration to the first Tuesday in February: it was 
formerly “60 days prior to April 28th“ - and Dan has 
apparently not noticed the amendment! 
It may be he can telegraph the Declaration, or 
authorize some one here to file for him and sign his 
name - but the Democrats will probably make a 
fight on it - and may throw him out of the race 
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entirely!! 

Diary 35, 1924 
February 1-4 

Feb. 1st 
Preparing argument, brief, etc. in Valentine case, 
set for Monday next. 

-2nd – 
Same as yesterday – in office. 

-Feb. 3d.- 
Attended the funeral of Harry E.S. George today -
conducted by the masons, acted as pall bearer. 
Have my brief etc. ready for argument in the 
morning in the case of Valentine v Robertson. 
[Wickersham wrote across page:] Ex President 
Wilson died in Washington today. 

-4- 
Arguments before Judge Reed in Valentine v. 
Robertson -under advisement. 
Seems to be against us. 

Diary 35, 1924 
February 4 

4 
Arguments before Judge Reed in Valentine v. 
Robertson -under advisement. 
Seems to be against us. 
 
[clipping] 

ARGUMENT HEARD  
BY JUDGE REED  
ON INJUNCTION 

Right of City to Send Special 
Counsel to Washington 

Under Advisement. 
Arguments for and against the right of the City of 

Juneau to appropriate money to defray the expen-
ses of a special representative to Washington were 
heard by Judge R. M. Reed in the U. S. District 
Court this morning when the injunction suit 
instituted by 
E. Valentine was taken up.  Virtually the entire 
morning session was consumed in the arguments 
at the end of which Judge Reed announced he 
would take the case under consideration before 
rendering a decision. 

Judge James Wickersham, who spoke for the 
plaintiff, declared that the City Council acted 
entirely without authority.  He argued that no power 
to make such appropriation existed either under 
the authority expressly bestowed on the Council or 
under the general welfare clause. 

S. Hellenthal, appearing for the defendants, 
argued that the City was within its rights in the 
employment of a special representative to appear 
before Congressional committees on its behalf in 
matters affecting the public welfare within the city.  
The main reason for the employment of such a 
representative, he said, was to assist Delegate 
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Sutherland in getting through Congress a bill 
authorizing a local bond issue for constructing 
permanent streets.  It was true, he admitted, that 
the special delegate would take up other matters, 
but that the city was officially interested only in the 
bond issue. 

In rebuttal, Judge Wickersham argued that it was 
virtually impossible to segregate the various 
projects, some of which, he claimed, was not 
confined to the benefit of the local public. 

The question of the legality of “lobbying” raised 
by Judge Wickersham, it was intimated by the 
Court, was not sufficient to affect the matter.  
Judge Reed declares it was a “minor” element, 
Wickersham had declared that the employment of 
lobbyists was contrary to good public policy, while 
R.E. Robertson, selected by the City Counsel to go 
to Washington, cited cases in support of his 
contention that the employment of special counsel 
to appear for specific purposes before legislative 
bodies is well recognized and proper practice. 

 
[clipping] 

HENRY E. ST. GEORGE 
LAID TO REST HERE 

A large delegation of Masons attended the 
funeral, under auspices of Mount Juneau Lodge of 
Masons, of the late Henry E. St. George, of 
Fairbanks, Alaska, yesterday afternoon.  The 
simple, but impressive lodge and grave Masonic 
ritualistic ceremonies were conducted by L.L. 
Harding, of Mount Juneau Lodge, assisted by the 
Brethren.  Interment was in the Masonic plot, 
Evergreen cemetery. 

During the lodge services the Masonic Quartette, 
composed of William M. Fry, Harry Fisher, J.W. 
Leivers, Elmer Reed sang most effectively, “Nearer 
My God to Three.”  and Willis E. Nowell rendered, 
most impressively, the beautiful violin solo, 
“Romance.”  Mrs. Ethel Forbes Harding 
accompanied the quartette and violinist and played 
funeral marches on the organ. 

The Masonic pallbearers were:  H.T. Tripp, W.W. 
Casey Sr., Charles E. Naghel, Robert Simpson, 
R.R. Young and James Wickersham. 

The deceased is a member of Doric Lodge of  
Masons, of San Francisco, California.  He suffered 
a paralytic stroke aboard ship several days ago 
while enroute from his home at Fairbanks to the 
States, was taken ashore at Juneau and conveyed 
to St. Ann Hospital where, on the night of January 
25th, he passed away. 

Diary 35, 1924 
February 5-9 

-5- 
In office busy - as usual. 

-6- 
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Same as yesterday. 
-7- 

Same as yesterday. 
-8- 

Business is coming in good, but the court is 
grouchy! 

-9th – 
Judge Reed overruled our demurrer to the 
defendants answer today in the case of Valentine v 
Robertson of the City of Juneau, where we are 
undertaking to prevent the city from paying 
Robertsons expenses as a lobbyist to Wash. D. C. 
& return etc. 

Diary 35, 1924 
February 9 

9 
Judge Reed overruled our demurrer to the 
defendants answer today in the case of Valentine v 
Robertson of the City of Juneau, where we are 
undertaking to prevent the city from paying 
Robertsons expenses as a lobbyist to Wash. D. C. 
& return etc. 
 
[clipping] 

REED ROVERRULES  
DEMURRER; CITY  
CLAIMS VICTORY 

Ruling in Valentine Injunc- 
tion Suit Made in Dis- 

trict Court Today. 
Virtual victory for the City Council in the Emery 

Valentine injunction suit was claimed today by the 
City’s counsel when Judge T. M. Reed, in the U.S. 
District Court, overruled a demurrer to the 
affirmative answer made by the City of Valentine’s 
complaint and gave counsel for Valentine until next 
Monday in which to file a reply. Judge Wickersham, 
representing the plaintiff, excepted to the ruling of 
the Court and said he did not know that a reply 
would be filed. 

In an oral decision, Judge Reed said that the 
complaint filed by Mr. Valentine, alleging that the 
City Council had appropriated funds for purposes 
beyond its jurisdiction, was sufficient as a cause for 
action; that the affirmative answer of the City 
alleging it had merely endorsed certain 
undertakings and that its proposed expenditures 
was in connection with a project confined to the 
City proper, is also a sufficient defense.  The 
demurrer to this answer alleged that the answer did 
not recite facts sufficient to constitute a proper 
defense, and it was overruled by Judge Reed. 

In detail Judge Reed held that the City was not 
empowered to pay expenses of a special counsel 
to go to Washington to appear before 
Congressional committees on behalf of the 
dredging of Gastineau Channel, digging Hawk and 
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Oliver Inlet canals, dredging Wrangell Narrows, 
division of the Territory etc., but that expenditures 
for representing data in support of the City’s 
request that it be allowed to bond itself for street 
improvements are a proper charge against 
municipal funds. 

If a reply should be filed by Mr. Valentine, 
disputing the facts as set up by the City’s attorney 
to the complaint, Judge Reed intimated after 
today’s session that he might hear evidence on 
Tuesday.  If a reply is not filed by Monday, it is 
expected that the city’s attorneys will ask for a 
judgment on the pleadings dissolving the 
temporary restraining order. 

It is, of course, possible for an appeal to be taken 
from Judge Reed’s ruling on the demurrer.  
Although an exception was taken by Judge 
Wickersham to 
the ruling, he did not intimate that an appeal was 
contemplated.  If a notice of appeal should be 
given Monday, unless the temporary restraining 
order were dissolved, it might not be necessary for 
the defendants to give bond to cover the amount 
appropriated in order to carry out the city’s plans, 
as 60 days are allowed in which to perfect an 
appeal.  Should that time be taken and the 
restraining order allowed to stand, the case could 
not be settled in time for anyone to be sent to 
Washington for committee hearings during the 
present session of Congress. 
 
Valentine has authorized us to appeal the case & 
we will let them take judgment of dismissal on the 
basis of his opinion & appeal.  Its a bad precedent! 

Diary 35, 1924 
February 10-11 

-10th – 
Sunday - but spent the whole day in the office, 
assisted by Kehoe, in preparing affidavits & other 
pleadings and papers in the case of Bank of 
California v. The Southern Alaska Canning Co- We 
appear for the latter, and have a hard case - two of 
them, tomorrow! 

-11th – 
Judge Reed held against us in the case of Bank v 
So. Alaska Canning Co. & appointed Guy 
McNaughton of the Behrends Bank temporary 
receiver - and we get till Mch 20. to get our answer 
ready - which hurts us the least of anything he 
could have done against us. 

Diary 35, 1924 
February 11-12 

11 
We stood on our demurrer to the answer of 
Robertson & the City of Juneau – in the Valentine 
case - permitted the judge to enter judgment 
against us and appealed! 
All papers are filed & the case is ready for the U.S. 
Ct. Court of Appeals. 
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Judge Reed exhibited much “grouch,” as usual. 
-12- 

“Alameda” in going south. Ed. Jesson, whom I 
knew at Eagle in 1900, at Ester, Fairbanks etc. 
called and I went back to the boat with him and 
saw Leroy Roy Tozier, who came to Fbks in 1904, 
= sport-lawyer, etc.  He is now, poor fellow, down 
and out with paralytic stroke. 

Diary 35, 1924 
February 13-14 

-13th – 
Cleaning up the office & getting correspondence 
finished. 
Prepared papers for Dr. L.P. Dawes, Declaration of 
Candidacy for Delegate to Republican National 
Convention.  Also corrected George Sextons, from 
Seward, & filed it today. 
Dawes will be filed as soon as 25 names can be 
got on petition. 

-14- 
Writing to Edward A. Dickson, Ed. Los Angeles 
Express, & sending him full data on leasing lands & 
timber in S.E. Alaska for Pulp & Paper. 
Also same data to Augustus Johnson, S.F. 
Taku blowing! 

Diary 35, 1924 
February 15 

-15- 
Quiet in office - Taku blowing. 
Beginning to pack for my trip to Seattle next week. 
I am sending a copy of Prof. Nichols “History” to 
my sister Jennie, at Enumclaw, Wash. with whom 
my Mother is living this winter. 
Worked on my Bibliographical Card Index today. 

-16th – 
Taku blowing - no one around & I worked all day 
separating the Russian cards from the mass, so 
that I can get them before Father Kashaveroff to 
enable him to find new items if he can - which I 
greatly doubt. 

Diary 35, 1924 
February 17-18 

-17th – 
Received in last nights mail copy of Certificate of 
U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals, 9th Ct. San 
Francisco certifying to the Supreme Court of the 
U.S. two jurisdictional questions in the case of 
McHugh v Alaska SS. Co.  We appear for McHugh, 
and its an interesting case. 
Taku winds abated. 
Heard the first Pacific Coast Jay bird call on the 
wooded bluff - may be its the first note of spring. 

-18th – 
Am informed, very confidentially, that Judge Reed 
& Mrs. Pugh are to be married in Seattle, where 
both are now - going on different boats! 
Well who the hell cares? 

Diary 35, 1924 
February 19-21 

-19th – 
Arranging business so I can go to Seattle on the 
“Victoria.”  Wrote a long letter to Mrs. Helen St. 
George, 1111 S. Western Ave.,  Los Angeles, Cal. 
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& sent her clippings from newspapers & full 
description of his funeral etc. 
Sent Debbie another $100. 

-20th – 
Arranging matters for trip - boat reported coming 
this evening. Bills all paid, & packing done. 

-21st – 
Left Juneau this morning at 7:30 on Victoria.  We 
rounded Cape Decision & took on fish at the south 
end of Wrangell Narrows. 

Diary 35, 1924 
February 21-23 

21 
At Wrangell an hour. Called on D.D. Grant who is 
very sick & had conference with Dr. Shurick about 
Pulp & Paper Co. 
Reached Ketchikan this evening & visited with 
Senator Hunt, John Frame & others. 
Cash Cole, candidate for Governor on the 
Territorial Referendum vote - on the Republican 
ticket is aboard, also U.S. Dist. Atty. Sherman 
Duggan, from Valdes, and others from the Interior 
points. 

-22- 
Dixons Entrance. 

-23d- 
Queen Charlottes & 

Diary 35, 1924 
February 24-26 

-24th – 
Gulf of Georgia. 

-25th – 
Reached Seattle this morning at 10 oclock & went 
to the Frye Hotel. 
Got my reading glasses repaired. Tired & having 
trouble to get a room with a bath. 

-26th – 
Election day, & every one whom I want to see is 
busy - Jennie came down from Enumclaw with the 
auto, shopping and I will go home with her and see 
Mother & back in the morning. 
Wrote Debbie a note. 
Mrs. McKinnon & the Stuckers called up & I will go 
& call on them tomorrow. 

Diary 35, 1924 
February 27-28 

-27th – 
Back from Enumclaw early this morning with Lou. 
Olsen, in his auto. 
Conferred with Winter & Alden - two attorneys, 
about cases in which they are interested with me in 
Alaska.  Also with West & Wheeler, real estate 
agents about my lots in Phinney Ave - near Bullard. 
Mother is in much better health than when I was 
here in January. 

-28th – 
Spent the day making trade with West & Wheeler 
in town lots. 
Secured corner lot next one I own on Leary Ave - 
Sent deed to Debbie for signature. 
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Diary 35, 1924 
February 29- 
March 1 

-29th – 
Spent the day in consultation with attorneys 
interested with me in two Alaskan cases - and in 
preparing my Income Tax Statement. 
Mr. Allen took dinner with me. 
Went to Heilig theater, & had an hours visit with 
Jack Donald at the Frye Hotel lobby afterward. 

Mch. 1st 
Over to Tacoma this forenoon and prepared and 
filed my Income Tax Act. and paid tax = $17.85  
Back to Frye Hotel.  Had satisfactory talk with 
Perkins about Cripple Creek Mines, at Hyder. 
Went to Heilig last night & Pelages Theatre tonight. 

Diary 35, 1924 
March 2-3 

-2nd – 
Went to Buckley today on auto bus stage.  Visited 
home, Uncle Tom & Aunt Kate, Aunt Lizzy & 
family, Maud & Nellie & then to Enumclaw and had 
good visit with Mother & Jen.  Thence with Harold 
& his boy friends to Auburn & back to Seattle by 
Inner Urban Ry.  Spent the evening with 0.A. 
Brown, a friend & Alaskan canneryman talking 
politics, fisheries etc.  My old Fairbanks friend 
George Noble called and had a talk of the Early 
Days with Him. 
A pleasant day all round. 

-3rd – 
Over to Tacoma today to get Alaska pictures etc. 
from library. 

Diary 35, 1924 
March 3 

3rd continued. 
Over to Tacoma today to get Alaska pictures etc. 
from library. 
Meeting in my room, 935, Frye, Gordon Bettles, 
George Noble, Jack Donald, and 2 other old sour 
doughs - a glorious talk. 
Gordon Bettles, first printer in Yukon tells me he 
has inspected the press I sent to Ag. College, 
Fairbanks and that it is the original old Yukon 
Press brought into the St. James Mission, 17 miles 
below Tanana, in 1893, by Mr. Prevost. 
He promised me he would go to work on 
biographical matter of himself, McQuesten, Mayo, 
Harper, & the early miners and traders of Forty 
Mile & the Yukon at once. 

Diary 35, 1924 
March 4-5 

4th  
At Tacoma today - went out to my farm with 
Winder, of Hopping & Co. and talked with Schuler, 
dairyman about building a new dairy barn, etc. 
Beautiful day - meadow larks singing. 
Harold Hansen, Jen’s son, took dinner with me - 
Gordon Bettles called with Photo’s of himself and 
Geo. T. Howard, first printers in the Yukon, who set 
the type for the Yukon Press of Jan. 1, 1894, at St. 
Names Mission, 6 miles below where Ft. Gibbon 
now stands. 

-5- 
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Working on Virgin I. case with Martin & So. Alaska 
Canning Co. Case with Allen. 
Got all done can do till go back to Petersburg - 
Paid Allen $100. on Arness Case, also. 

Diary 35, 1924 
March 6-7 

-6th – 
Busy with attorneys in Alaskan cases, and about 
closed up &ready to go north on Saturday. 
Am going to Enumclaw at 5. p.m. to see Mother 
before I go north. 

-7th – 
Mother is quite sick but at 11 p.m. tonight Jen tele-
phoned she was better.  Completed trade of lots 
with J.W. Sheeler, on Leary Ave. Seattle & paid all 
items in full in money - Busy all day closing up that 
& other business matters.  Attended meeting of 
Alaska Yukon Pioneers tonight -met many old 
Alaskan friends - the Heaths & others from Eagle, 
& many from Fairbanks. 

Diary 35, 1924 
March 8-10 

-8th - 
Left Seattle on “SS. Alaska” for Juneau.  Cash 
Cole, Ed. Tyndall & wife, Dave Mutchen, Mrs. Bob. 
Clark, B.M. Behrends & wife and many other 
acquaintances on board.  Boat crowded for 
Northland. 

-9th – 
Queen Charlottes crossings. 

-10th – 
Ketchikan all forenoon.  Talked with Frame about 
Hyder matters.  Saw George B. Grigsby - he has 
settled in Ketchikan to practice law, etc.  Over to 
Chomley to leave Freight and arrived in Wrangell 
at midnight.  Saw Johnnie Grant - W.D. Grant is 
recovering from serious illness. 

Diary 35, 1924 
March 11-12 

-11th – 
Boat in Port Alexander to deliver freight to cannery.  
Arrived in Juneau this evening at 7:30 and went to 
Zynda Hotel. 
Examined mail in office - letter from Sheldon 
saying he would write Introduction for my 
“Pioneering,” etc. 

-12th – 
Attending to mail in office, - letters from Dan 
Sutherland denouncing Robertson, Goldstein, & 
others for sending Robertson to Wash, to lobby for 
fishing interests at expense of City of Juneau!  
Conference with Rustgard, Cole & others about a 
friendly ticket at City Election. 

Diary 35, 1924 
March 13-16 

-13th – 
Working in office as usual. 

-14th – 
Politics is getting warm - and I can hardly resist the 
call - but do! 

-15- 
At work as usual. 

-16th – 

J:\hist_docs\wickersham\ASL-MS0107-6-35.doc 



Alaska State Library - Historical Collections, PO Box 110571, Juneau AK 99811-0571 
Diary of James Wickersham. May 17th, 1923 to Feb. 27, 1925. 
MS 107 BOX 6 DIARY 35 
 

I am greatly pleased at the content of a letter just 
received - this week - from Charles Sheldon, Vice 
President of the Boone & Crockett Club of New 
York, who tells me he has been requested by 
George Bird Grinnell, the President of the Club, to 
write the Introduction to my “Pioneering Around Mt. 
McKinley,” and that he will do so with pleasure. 

Diary 35, 1924 
March 16-17 

16 
Mr. Sheldon also offers to assist in securing a 
publisher for the volume, and that, especially, gives 
me satisfaction and relief, for I had anticipated 
much trouble, owning to my inexperience, in 
securing a publisher.  Sheldon has two books 
published by Scribner’s, and he may induce that or 
some other equally good publisher to put 
mine before the public.  Anyway the matter seems 
now approaching a happy ending. 

-17th – 
St Patricks day - Wrote a long account of the 
activities of the Wrangell Pulp & Paper Company in 
endeavoring to get the project on a business basis 

Diary 35, 1924 
March 17-18 

17 
for use in endeavoring to secure a new permit from 
the Government. 
Also wrote Debbie a good letter. 

-18th – 
Wm. F. Paul, Indian, candidate for the Legislature 
was attacked by Polley, Gov. Bones collector of 
taxes today in front of Zynda Hotel, and Paul gave 
him a good licking. 
It has done Paul a lot of good and brought him 
many friends. 
Meeting of Oliver Drange, Jack Woodward, Jack 
Kingness, Rustgard, Cash Cole, Wolland, in my 
office tonight arranging city ticket.  They se for 
Chas. Warner for mayor - meeting tomorrow night 
at Dranges office to finish. 

Diary 35, 1924 
March 19-20 

-19th – 
Working on brief in Valentine v Robertson, City of 
Juneau, & Behrends.  It is a case to enjoin 
payment of public money to Robertson to go to 
Wash. D.C. to lobby for legislation & Judge Reed 
decided it against us, & we appealed. 
Attended a meeting of politicians at Oliver Drange’s 
rooms tonight to consider placing a ticket in city 
election against Izzy Goldstein & his followers for 
Mayor & councilmen. 
Nothing but talk. 

-20th – 
Empire gave big story about our political meeting 
last night - too bad, some one talked & I am sorry 
that I attended! 

 [inside back cover] 
There are caves on Wilson Cove, on island 
peninsula, south side of cove, south end of 
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Admiralty Island, where Indians buried the dead & 
also apparently used as a fort. 

Diary 35, 1924 
March 21 

March 21, 1924. 
Working on my Brief in the Valentine case - it is an 
interesting question, and one that will secure an 
important decision on the powers of towns in 
Alaska. 
A crowed of Juneau politicians met in my office 
tonight to consider putting up a ticket at the city 
election against “Izzy” Goldstein & his crowd. 
They cannot, however, find any one willing to run - 
the business men are all afraid of the Empire and 
the present group of men in control of the town. 
Charley Warner, Jack Woodward, Claude 
Erickson, Femmer, Dr. Dawes & others have 
refused to stand, & the meeting adjourned to next 
Monday – candidateless. 

Diary 35, 1924 
March 22 

Saturday, March 22. 
Strollers Weekly, a Democratic sheet edited by 
“Stroller” White had this today: 
 
[clipping] 

Trot ‘Em Out 
In keeping with the general outlook for prosperity 

in Juneau there should by all means be two or 
more tickets in the municipal field and they should 
be made up from the best material in the city.  It is 
a sure sign of dry rot when municipal offices go 
begging even though no salaries attach to them.  In 
addition to that, the residents of the city are entitled 
to a change in the class of entertainment afforded 
them.  They are fed up on amateur shows and 
there is nothing more restful than a hotly contested 
municipal campaign.  There is no excitement in a 
one-horse race any more than there is in shadow 
boxing.  Also there is no honor or credit attached to 
election to a position that nobody else wants. 

Juneau is sufficiently old, big and important to 
have at least three or four tickets in the municipal 
field.  It will be a poor advertisement for her if her 
election goes by default. Trot ‘em out. 
 
This suggested an idea to me, and I called up 
Henry Roden, the Democratic candidate for Atty. 
Genl. and suggested to him the situation & that it 
would be an easy matter for him & the Democrats 
to put in their man - that the meeting on Monday 
night might be induced to nominate him & thus 
Henry & his friends could get political control of the 
City: He is thinking it over! 

Diary 35, 1924 
March 23-25 

23d Sunday. 
Worked on brief in Valentine Case.  Dinner with 
Karl Theile, Sec. Ter. 

-24th – 
Working on my brief in Valentine case and am 
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convinced the App. court will reverse Judge Reed! 
Another meeting at my office tonight trying to get a 
city ticket for the election on April 2nd.  A 
committee was appointed Cole, Femmer, Dicker, 
Rev. Rice, Wolland, Weight & Wm Steel, to have 
lunch tomorrow with Lucas & try & induce him to 
head the ticket as mayor. 

-25- 
Finished my brief in Valentine case. 

Diary 35, 1924 
March 26-27 

-26th – 
Rewrote part of my brief in the Valentine case - I 
think we will reverse Judge Reed in that matter. 
My friends filed a “Square Deal” city ticket this 
afternoon - just the last minute! 
Wolland for Mayor. 

-27th – 
Gov. Bone & Sec. Theile today appointed Bob. 
Sommers to the head of the Ter. road work.  
Sommers was Sec. Ter. under Riggs & a violent 
Democrat!  He is the real appointee of Troy, 
Democratic editor of the Democratic Empire - the 
paid organ of the big cannery & Transportation 
interests, & Sutherlands worst enemy! 

Diary 35, 1924 
March 27-28 

27 
We held another meeting of the friends of the 
“Square Deal” ticket in my office tonight; took up a 
collection for the campaign - of which I gave 
$10.00 & instructed W.A. Steel to get some 
advertising space in the Empire & Strollers Weekly 
for it.  It is not the best ticket - but much better than 
the Goldstein ticket etc. 

-28th – 
Worked in office - nothing unusual. 
Gov. Bone & wife give public reception tonight to 
Judge Thomas M. Reed & his bride - Mrs. Pugh. 
I am persona non grata. 
Politics quiet. 

Diary 35, 1924 
March 29-30 

-29th – 
Reports from Ketchikan fire show that only the 
Revilla Hotel was burned - with all the stores etc. 
attached to it. 
Wrote a nice long letter to Debbie - also one to 
Howard Turner, of the A. C. Co. formerly of Circle 
& Fairbanks: sent him a photograph of a group of 
men taken about 1883 at St Michael to secure all 
the names correctly. 

-30th – 
Received a telegram from Jennie dated Enumclaw, 
29th & saying: 
Mother had another stroke cant tell how serious is 
quite ill would like to see you.  How soon are you 
coming. Jennie. 

Diary 35, 1924 
March 30 

30 
I immediately telegraphed her I would start on the 
Princess Mary in the morning, but I may not get off 

J:\hist_docs\wickersham\ASL-MS0107-6-35.doc 



Alaska State Library - Historical Collections, PO Box 110571, Juneau AK 99811-0571 
Diary of James Wickersham. May 17th, 1923 to Feb. 27, 1925. 
MS 107 BOX 6 DIARY 35 
 

till Tuesday on the Northwestern. 
Wrote up the records of Cripple Creek Min. Co. 
today, with Motion to enable me to borrow money 
to pay annual assessment work etc. 
Kehoe refused to agree, but I had proxy of John W. 
Frame & thus with Locke McKinnon had a majority 
of the Board of Directors. 
Kehoe resigned as Sec. Treasurer & notified me he 
would quit the firm on or before May 1st.  He has 
been “grouchy” for a long time & I expect that’s the 
best thing to do! 

Diary 35, 1924 
March 31- 
April 1 

-31st – 
Received another telegram today from Jennie 
saying “Mother about the same unable to talk or 
move but is not in any danger.” 
I have sent her telegram tonight asking to be kept 
informed and that I will come at any time. 

-April 1.st – 
Another telegram from Jennie saying 
“The doctor says mother may live three days or 
three months also that she may become 
unconscious any day think better come now.” 
I will go on the first boat if she keeps bad or gets 
worse, but I must attend to cases ready for hearing 
in Ketchikan, if she is better. 

Diary 35, 1924 
April 1 

1 
CITY ELECTION DAY. 

“Izzy” Goldstein for major, on the Citizens Ticket, 
Wolland, for mayor on the Square Deal ticket.  The 
“Citizens” is supported by Gov. Bone, Judge Reed, 
and the whole Federal Brigade, by the “Empire,” 
the Democratic organization, the Republican 
organization, the Chamber of Commerce, the Elks, 
etc. and by the “bootleggers.” 
Wolland has no organized support, no money & no 
chance - yet I voted for him? 
Later. Goldstein & his ticket won, by a good big 
majority. I almost lost confidence in the voting 
mass. - they bring all sorts of bad government on 
themselves. 

Diary 35, 1924 
April 2 

April 2nd 1924. 
Kehoe and I dissolved our firm today & at his 
request I wrote him: 
Juneau, Alaska, April 2, 1924 
Joseph W. Kehoe, Esq. 

Juneau, Alaska. 
My dear sir: on Monday last you notified me, 
verbally, that you would quit and withdraw from our 
firm on or before May first, 1924.  While this was 
somewhat of a surprise to me, yet a careful 
consideration of the matter leads me to believe that 
that result must have come sooner or later, and it 
may just as well come sooner as later.  I feel that 
my interests should be consulted as well as yours 
at to the time when we dissolve our firm, and this 
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is, therefore, to notify 

Diary 35, 1924 
April 2 

2 
you that the partnership agreement entered into by 
us on the first day of January 1922, is dissolved 
and ended on this second day of April, 1924. 

I shall, of course, expect you to assist me in 
closing up the business of the firm on hand, but all 
business coming to either of us after this date shall 
be their personal business of the one who secures 
it. 

Very truly yours, 
James Wickersham 
 

I called Joe in to my room and we talked the matter 
over frankly.  He said he had another job, but 
would go to Ketchikan & help me try the cases 
pending there beginning on April 10th - but had no 
money.  I said I would pay his expenses to 
Ketchikan 

Diary 35, 1924 
April 2 

2 
while there and return, to which he agreed.  So the 
matter is settled and ended - to my satisfaction - so 
far. 
Recd. letter from F.C. Dougherty, S.F. who is 
organizing Thomas Bay Pulp Project, with copy of 
a long letter to Forest service asking for 90 days 
extension time etc.  Saw Forest Service officials 
and we agreed ninety days was not enough time.  
So I sent telegram to Dougherty S.F. advising him 
of situation and suggesting he telegraph in 
application for six months additional time instead of 
90 days.  Says he will be here in May with party to 
inspect. 

Diary 35, 1924 
April 3 

-3rd- 
Kehoe is packing up & moving.  He is entirely 
pleasant & seems greatly relieved to get away! 
Well, so am I!  Kehoe is a bright man, would make 
a good lawyer, if he did not possess so distinct a 
poetic temperament. 
He loves painting - and hates the grind of the law.  
He also has a bad temper, & is now spending his 
money getting the broken remnants of his front 
teeth extracted -after having the upper portions 
broken off in a fight last summer - when his bad 
temper got him into a bad fight. 
Working on Bibliography of Alaska Newspapers 
today - for a rest. 

Diary 35, 1924 
April 4-6 

-4th – 
As usual in office. 
Kehoe came in as usual, and wrote two or thee 
letters for me, but did nothing more. Seems 
friendly. 

-5- 
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Working in office - nothing new. 
Mother died at Enumclaw at Jennies home, this 
afternoon at 5 oclock. 

-6th – 
Received telegram today saying 
Mother passed away at five oclock this evening 
unless hear from you will have service Monday.  
Jennie 
Sent reply saying I  

Diary 35, 1924 
April 6-11 

6 
would come on first boat & asking her to wait till I 
could get there. 

-7th – 
Left on SS. Admiral Evans for Seattle. 

-8th – 
Ketchikan. 

-9th – 
Queen Charlottes Is. 

-10- 
Gulf Georgia. 

-11- 
Reached Seattle at 11 a.m.  Jen & Harold met me.  
Debbie at the Frye, and we all went to Buckley, 
Mothers funeral set for tomorrow. 

Diary 35, 1924 
April 11 

11 
[clipping] 

OLD RESIDENT  
PASSES AWAY 

Old Resident of Buckley Dies 
at the Home of Daughter 

in Enumclaw 
Mrs. Alexander Wickersham, one of the pioneer 

residents of Buckley, passed away last Saturday 
evening, April 6th at the home of her daughter, 
Mrs. Charles Hanson in Enumclaw.  The 
immediate cause of her death was a stroke of 
paralysis, and the remote cause was probably an 
abscessed tooth, which had given no previous pain 
or warning.  After ten days of illness she passed 
away very peacefully at the age of 86 years and six 
months.  A wonderful life  A pleasant death. 

Funeral ceremonies will be held at the home of 
her daughter in Enumclaw Saturday afternoon at 
1:30, burial being in the Tacoma cemetery. 

Mary Jane McHaney was born October 12, 1837, 
near Lebanon, Tenn. She was the eldest child of 
James W. McHaney and Nancy Louisa Sims, his 
first wife. 

All their ancestors for two hundred years were 
English, Scotch and Scotch-Irish, and of hardy 
pioneering stock.  Her Great Grandfather, Isaac 
Ross, of Virginia, (1712 - 1804) fought during the 
American Revolution in South Carolina, in the 
company of his son, Captain Isaac Ross. 

Elizabeth Ross, wife of Thomas Sims of Hanover 
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County, Va. (1744 ) was a daughter of Isaac Ross, 
Sr.  She lived one hundred and four years in 
Virginia, 
North Carolina and Tennessee, and had many 
interesting stories to tell to her grandchildren. Thos. 
Sims was a soldier of North Carolina.   

James W. McHaney, in 1843, brot his family to 
Salem, Marion County, Ill. and there on October 9, 
1856, Mary Jane McHaney and Alexander 
Wickersham were married. 

In April 1884 they moved to Buckley where they 
resided until death. 
Alexander Wickersham died May 29, 1892, in 
Buckley, and was buried in Tacoma Cemetery. 

Of their ten children two sons died in early 
childhood.  A daughter, Clyde Wickersham died 
August, 1893, in Tacoma; a daughter, Mary, wife of 
Chas. Edward Taylor, of Iditarod, Alaska, died in 
Seattle June 30, 1922. 

Those still living are: James, of Juneau, Alaska; 
Edgar, of Pasadena, Cal. Frank of Fresno, Calif. 
Harry of Buckley; Nan Wickersham of Tacoma; and 
Jennie W. Hanson, widow of Charles S. Hansen, 
Enumclaw. 

Of the beloved grandchildren, four have passed 
on: Clyde Taylor, daughter of Charles and May; 
Arthur & Howard, young sons of James and 
Deborah Bell Wickersham; Alice Elizabeth, 
youngest child of Charles S. and Jennie W. 
Hanson. 

Remaining grandchildren are Darrell P. 
Wickersham of San Francisco; Lucille Taylor Hunt, 
wife of Earl B. Hunt, of Beeville, Texas; Devere 
Wickersham, who has recently re-enlisted in the U. 
S. Navy to finish his course in electrical 
engineering; Helen Hanson and Harold Hanson, 
students in U. of W. and California. 

Other relatives are a sister, Mrs. Elizabeth King, 
and a brother J.R. McHaney; daughters-in-law, 
Lizzie Chamberlain Wickersham, wife of Edgar and 
Mrs. Frank Wickersham; nieces, Mrs. Etta. M. 
Clark, Mrs. Warren Jett, Maude and Nellie 
McHaney, and others in Illinois; nephews, Frank 
Irvin of Centralia, Ill, G.R. McHaney and D.W. 
McHaney. Also many cousins in Tennessee, 
Arkansas and other southern states.   

All the children were present at the funeral 
except Edgar of Los Angeles. 
We do not need to speak of the useful life and the 
genuine goodness of Mary Jane Wickersham. All 
of her lifelong friends, and even the more recent 
ones, know of them and will remember them as 
long as they live.  She loved flowers, birds and 
children.  Was almost always well and happy. 
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Diary 35, 1924 
April 12 

-12th - 
Mothers funeral serviced were held at Jennie’s in 
Enumclaw - of her children - Nan, Jennie, Harry, 
Frank & I were present - Edgar could not come 
from California.  After the funeral ceremonies we 
took her body to the Tacoma Cemetery & she was 
buried by my Father. in my cemetery lot - a 
beautiful place. 
Clyde, Arthur, Howard, & Father - and now my 
Mother, are: buried in the lot.  Many of her friends 
attended - the pall bearers were: Lou. Olsen, Axel 
Hansen, Archie McKinnon, Jack Henderson, Angus 
McBride, W.F. Thompson, Elmer Olson & John 
Anderson. 

Diary 35, 1924 
April 13-15 

-13th – 
Remained at Jennies, all day - In evening Debbie & 
I came with Jen, and Harold to Seattle - We have 
rooms at Frye Hotel. 

-14th – 
Went over to Tacoma today to see Perkins - but he 
was in California. 
Visited & examined some of my land along Pioneer 
Way -the paved road to Puyallup - with Winden. 
Some parties want to buy parts of it - but do not 
offer enough. 
Back to Hotel Frye tonight with Debbie. 

-15- 
In Seattle all day with Debbie. 

Diary 35, 1924 
April 15-16 

15 
Visited Allen’s law office to consult with him about 
Arness case - but he was in Yakima & somewhere 
East of the mountains. 
Martine was not in but later telephoned to me at 
Frye about the Virginia I. case & one at Valdes 
where he wants me to go to take testimony etc.  
We expected Jen but she did not come - Harold 
telephoned she would come down in the morning. 

16 
Jennie came down early. 
Additional bill for Mothers funeral expenses - 
digging grave & concrete lining etc. $86.00 paid 

Diary 35, 1924 
April 16-19 

-16th continued 
Left Seattle at 10 oclock A.M. on “Queen” - for 
Alaska. 

-17th – 
Queen Charlottes Sd. Millbanks 

-18th – 
Our boat came into Hidden Inlet cannery & spent 
most of the day unloading supplies at the cannery.  
Left late for Ketchikan. 

-19th – 
We reached Ketchikan early - but I remained on 
boat till 7 a.m. 
In court today - my cases - of which I have many, 
are being set for trial - I am willing for I want to 
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dispose of them - Saw “Chechakos” movie play 
tonight. 

Diary 35, 1924 
April 20-21 

-20th – 
Sunday - but worked all day getting pleadings 
ready in cases which are to be tried this week - or 
next.  Kehoe had settled the case of Leeds v Bon 
Alaska Min Co. from Wrangell & Had $1000, fee - 
of which I recd. $666.66 which was a good 
settlement. 
He has been sick in hospital for a week, but is out 
today. 

-21st – 
Tried a small contempt case, U. S. V Swanberg - 
court fined him $10.- a victory for us. 
Working on other cases for Wednesday. 

Diary 35, 1924 
April 22 

-22nd – 
Working hard in getting cases ready.  Got jury 
ready in Meldahl case & will go to trial tomorrow.  
The Chronicle has this brilliant editorial in its 
tonights issue: 
 
[clipping] 

ALASKA GAINING NOTHING 
For more than a half century Alaska’s great effort in 
connection with legislation has been the struggle 
toward self-government - the sort of self 
government that other Territories had in their 
pioneer days.  It was urged in Alaska as early as 
1868.  A bill passed the House of Representatives 
giving us a Territorial form of Government a dozen 
years or so later. Then a few years alter Gov. 
Swineford began a battle for it which he waited for 
the remainder of his life time.  Special 
representatives of the people urged it upon 
Congress from time to time thereafter. It has been 
the prayer of nearly every political convention 
partisan and non-partisan in Alaska for some two-
score years.  Yet Delegate Sutherland, who is 
nearing the end of the long session o f Congress in 
his second term has done not a thing to contribute 
to the success of the struggle. In fact he has done 
nothing at all for the permanent progress of Alaska 
wile in Congress, nothing that will identify him in 
history with a single thing that is important or that 
will endure. He has fooled along with the fisheries 
question, but has done nothing to bring jurisdiction 
over the question to the people of Alaska-though 
one Congressman in effect asked him why he did 
not attempt to do so. 

Diary 35, 1924 
April 22 

22 
Delegate Cale, our first representative in Congress 
to serve a full term, did nothing to further the cause 
of self-government or to otherwise leave an 
impression that would endure in history.  Mr. Cale 
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fooled his time away with a commission form of 
government bill that had been written for him by 
Judge Wickersham.  Delegate Wickersham, after 
he had been prodded into discarding the bill that 
was not even an imitation of a self-government 
measure, did secure the law allowing us a 
Legislature with so many limitations on its authority 
that we have our imitation Territorial government.  
That would have been satisfactory if he had 
accepted the invitation of President Taft in his 
message of 1912 to get us a full Territorial form of 
government, an invitation that was repeated the 
next year by President Wilson.  Judge Wickersham 
also did very effective work to secure the building 
of the Alaska Railroad and he got the legislation 
which made the Alaska Agricultural College and 
School of Mines possible. Therefore, in spite of the 
circumstance that he was never at heart in favor of 
real self-government for Alaska, and was forced to 
appear, at least, to support it because of the 
exigencies of politics, Delegate Wickersham’s 
name will be associated with three important 
Alaska measures, and some others of less 
importance. 

Delegate Sulzer and Grigsby were unable to 
accomplish much because of the war and the fact 
that both of them had contests on their hands.  
However Delegate Sulzer was in a fair way to 
secure for the Territory jurisdiction over the 
fisheries question until, for political reasons, a back 
fire was started by those who pretended to be 
progressives and to represent the masses in 
Alaska.  When the House Committee saw that 
there would be a contest over the Sulzer Bill, it 
refused, on account of the press of war matters, to 
give the necessary time for the hearings.  Mr. 
Sulzer also introduced a full Territorial form of 
government measure and there was one hearing 
on the subject. But it was dropped because of the 
war.   

But Delegate Sutherland’s record will stand as  
that of a man who devoted his time to making 
medicine that he thought would help him to secure 
a re-election. 

Diary 35, 1924 
April 23 

-23rd – 
Trial of case of U.S. v Meldahl - Assault with 
Deadly Weapon, began this morning - trial all day.  
The prosecution made a bad case for us - strong 
one for the prosecution.  The case is based on the 
evidence of Mendenhall, Cable telegrapher, who 
swears positively he saw Meldahl strike the blow 
which crushed Brackney’s skull.  There are no 
corroborative facts - no other witnesses & we must 
break down M’s testimony if possible.  We are 
greatly aided by he fact that the Government 
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witnesses are pimps, macques, & prostitutes while 
ours are good citizens. 

Diary 35, 1924 
April 24 

-24th  
Case of U.S. v Meldahl completed - jury was out an 
hour & verdict of “not guilty” 
We succeeded in breaking Mendenhalls standing & 
convinced the jury that he did the attack on 
Brackney - thinking he was striking “Meldahl! 
Began the case of U.S. v Shawver and got almost 
through case - worked till late - 10 oclock - on trial 
before jury.  I am working 18 hours a day & so far 
getting good results. 
Storm on tonight. 

Diary 35, 1924 
April 25 

-25th – 
Case U.S. v Shawver - “Guilty” and a correct & just 
verdict. 
Ernest Blue has gathered all the Cripple Creek 
Min. Co. parties into an agreement to sell to him - 
or to his backers, - an option.  No papers signed, 
but I agreed verbally today to take part stock & 
some money & go in on the combination.  Hope it 
does not fail. 
Have some new cases - 2. 
Wrote to Debbie to come home. 
Kehoe has a “job” of collecting fishery taxes “for 
the Territory” - just his size of a job. 

Diary 35, 1924 
April 26 

-26th – 
Blue has been engaged today in securing the 
signatures of the various stockholders in the 
Cripple Creek Min. Co. to options for the purchase 
of stock control. 
He has secured all but that of Kehoe, my recent 
partner, who agreed orally to sign but when 
presented with the paper which all the rest had 
signed refused thus holding up the proposed 
reorganization!  He evidently thinks he can compel 
special consideration – or in other words - force 
special prices by blackmail. 

Diary 35, 1924 
April 27 

-27- 
Sunday.  Dinner with the Heckman’s to whom I 
talked about organizing a Savings, Loan & Building 
Assoc.  Ketchikan needs many houses & I brought 
from Tacoma the California & Washington State 
laws for the formation of savings & loan Assoc. and 
will talk to Mr. Smith, the Territorial Treas. about 
taking charge of such an institution. 

Also went with Heckman to look at tract of water  
front on the Indian reserve - we talked of getting 
Mrs. Wm Lynch to move her floating home “Ark” on 
it and attempting to hold it as a private property. 

Diary 35, 1924 
April 28-30 

-28th – 
Conducted trial of Davis & Durbach v Jackson, 
Hyder Mining Case. 

-29th – 
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Finished Davis v Jackson case Court took under 
advisement. 
Primary Election In Territory. 
Much interest locally & my friends are on the 
anxious seat. 

-30th – 
Spent the day trying the case of Sullivan v Hewitt & 
Carlson. 
Our opponents were too well organized - too many 
witnesses & too well drilled - they beat us.  It was 
an equity case - mining case & Court decided 
against us. 

Diary 35, 1924 
April 30 

30th continued. 
Returns favor my friends: 
 
[clipping showing primary election results] 

Diary 35, 1924 
April 30 

30 
[clipping showing primary election results] 
 
I am pleased to see Hunt, Rustgard & Frame, John 
W. ahead in this division.  Indian Paul is also 
nominated. 

Diary 35, 1924 
May 1 

-May 1st – 
Court sentenced Shawver to 15 days in jail & $250. 
fine for Assault & Battery on Petty OK.  closing up 
event till Aug. 8th .  Contracts between Lynch & 
wife, self and R.J. Beckman signed yesterday & 
matter left in good shape, - in regard to tract of 
land 150 feet square, north side of Ketchikan 
creek, west side Stedman St. in possession of Mrs. 
Lynch.  Closing small matters & will go to Juneau 
on “Queen” tomorrow. 
Saw “Robin Hood” movie show at Coliseum - good! 

Diary 35, 1924 
May 2-3 

-2nd – 
SS. “Queen” in Ketchikan with Debbie on board.  
Pd. bills & left for Juneau. 

-3rd- 
Debbie’s purse - hand satchel - was stolen 
yesterday evening - in the dining room - put it 
behind her at late luncheon - about 10 p.m. and it 
evidently dropped to the floor and was stolen by 
some passer by - either one of the negro waiters, 
or some one else. 
She lost the purse - a beautiful one - about $20.00 
and her gold watch - one she has carried for thirty 
years - her keys, etc.  She regrets the loss of the 
watch - but no trace can be found of the property. 

Diary 35, 1924 
May 3 

3rd continued. 
Mrs. Judge Reed also lost her purse - money - gold 
locket, etc. just before Debbie lost hers - left it in 
her room - and it was stolen. 

This evening in the smoking room, C.D. Harland, 
chief engineer of the SS. “Queen” told Judge Reed 
and me the following story:  In the fall of 1901 the 
“Queen” carried about 1200 people from Nome - 
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among them Judge Noyes, who came aboard 
about 12 oclock at night in an intoxicated condition.  
As he came on deck from the boat or scow 
alongside he was so drunk as to be unsteady on 
his feet: he was covered by 
a large overcoat and 

[page 237] 
 

Diary 35, 1924 
May 3 

3 
carried a heavy pack beneath its folds, in front.  In 
walking along the deck in the darkness, he 
stumbled and fell - he was carrying a grip also.  He 
finally arose, picked up his grip & went into his 
room.  He fell just opposite Harlands door, in a 
dark passageway - where a door or barrier had just 
been erected to assist in controlling the great 
crowd of people who had pressed upon the vessel.  
The great crowd of people, the mass of baggage, 
etc. and the stormy sea prevented the cleaning up 
of the passageway or the decks generally, on that 
day after Judge Noyes came aboard.  He was 
supplied with liquor and 

[page 238] 
Diary 35, 1924 
May 3 

3 
remained in his room all that day, drunk and in a 
dazed condition.  The next morning, 28 hours after 
Judge Noyes had fallen in the passage way, and 
about 4 oclock a.m. Harland came along that way 
to go into his room, opposite where Noyes had 
fallen.  He slipped on the wet deck one foot struck 
something hard in the scupper, or drain way on the 
outer side of the deck among a lot of small rubbish, 
but went into his room.  Harland then began to 
wonder what it was his foot struck, and his curiosity 
was so keen that he went out on the 

[page 239] 
Diary 35, 1924 
May 3 

3 
deck, lit a match, and looked for the object, and 
found it.  It was a large poke of gold dusty with a 
smaller poke tied to it!  He carried the pokes into 
his room, & put them under his pillow & turned in to 
sleep.   About 9 oclock he got up, & had breakfast, 
then called the Chief Engineer (he was then only 
2nd asst. engineer), and they carried the pokes of 
gold to the pursers room, weighed them carefully, 
and placed them in the pursers safe to await 
claimants.  In about an hour afterward Judge 
Noyes came to the pursers office and declared he 
had been 

[page 240] 
Diary 35, 1924 
May 3 

3 
robbed of a poke of gold dust - containing $30,000 
- and gave the exact description - the exact weight 
etc. of the large poke, and after careful 
consideration it was delivered to him.  He had 
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made no mention of the smaller poke, but when it 
was mentioned he claimed it - but the purser 
refused to deliver it to him, and it was afterward 
given to Harland as a reward for finding the large 
poke.  The small poke contained picked gold 
nuggets of the value of $625.00 which Harland yet 
retains. 

Judge Noyes was popularly supposed to be  
leaving Nome 

[page 241] 
Diary 35, 1924 
May 3 

3 
at that time in a bankrupt condition, and destitute of 
money, but this story shows what he had - at least 
part of it.  How he could have accumulated 
$30,000 in gold, in one year, at Nome, while 
presiding as U.S. district judge at $5,000 a year, 
may best be understood by reading Rex Beach’s 
famous article “The Looting of Alaska: the True 
Story of a Robbery by Law.” Appleton’s Booklover 
Magazine, Jan. - May 1906, and his novel “The 
spoilers,” also the proceedings in the various cases 
against Noyes, Mckenzie, & others in U.S. Ct. 
Court of Appeals, S.F. 

[page 242] 
Diary 35, 1924 
May 3 

3 
After reporting this story to Judge Reed (who was 
in Nome at the time of the incident) and to me (who 
came there only a few days after Judge Noyes left) 
Mr. Harland wrote out the account for me in his 
own hand writing.  While he carefully refrained from 
naming Judge Noyes in his statement, and while in 
some unimportant particulars the two accounts do 
not exactly agree, the written statement is 
practically a restatement of history to — Judge 
Reed and me.  I have no doubt of the exact 
truthfulness of Harlands story, for I am well 
acquainted with 

[page 243] 
Diary 35, 1924 
May 3 

3 
him and he is a truthful man & a good citizen.  
Judge Reed expressed his entire belief in his story, 
also.  Of course, it may be that Judge Noyes was 
aiding Mckenzie to carry out of Nome the gold dust 
he had stolen as receiver of many rich claims 
placed in his hands by Noyes! - or it may have 
been his share of the stolen gold “looted! from the 
defendants in the Anvil Creek Cases.  Anyway its 
an interesting and an important contribution - after 
23 years, to the hectic days of Nome, and the great 
cases, arising out of the Mckenzie - Noyes days. 

[page 244] 
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 [letter from C.D. Harland written on Pacific 
Steamship Company stationary] 
A little piece of past history of 22 years ago.  This 
fall, when the S.S. Queen made her record run 
From Cape Nome to Seattle October 1901, I was 
then 2nd asst. Engineer at that time and on the 
morning after leaving Nome, homeward bound with 
the largest Single Passenger and stowaway list 
that ever left that Post, I was coming off watch at 4 
a.m. when I accidently Stubbed my toe against 
Some hard object lying on deck.  I turned and 
kicked Same into Scuppers, then went to my room 
to change my clothes and then to turn in, which 
doing so, the above incident kept recurring to me 
So I finaly decided to go back on deck and see 
what it was I had kicked, and to my surprise I found 
it to be a poke of gold dust, - two pokes.  The large 
one Containing a very large amount of  Dust and 
the Small one which was tied to the large Poke, 
Containing Some specialy picked nuggets, after 
due thought and getting over the Surprise I put it 
away and turned in, at 9 am after having breakfast 
I called on the Chief Engineer and we put my find 
in the pursers Safe until Some one made a report 
of loss of Same  that took place at about 10 oclock  
The party describing fully to a fraction of an ounce 
the contents of large poke.  we decided it was his, 
the chief & purser turning over to me the Small 
poke as a reward, the owner protesting voluably 
but it did no good as they decided it was not his, 
(afterwards how[?] true) as it was claimed by a 
Judge who was making history at that time.  it 
Soon got noised around among the passengers of 
what had happened and I was the recipient of 
many glowing Comments by the hard bitten 
miners, and Oh how they all wined it had been 
them to make the find, and many wonderful Stories 
was told to me of why I should never of Said 
anything of my find, but the only thing that worried 
me was how anyone Could drop that amount of 
weight and not realize it at once but the 
explanation was Simple as the party had been 
drinking, and the weather was getting  bad, and we 
were in a hurry to get away and this party to get on 
board without being Seen, had no ticket but 
Showed the first officer the Sack as his ability to 
pay he passed him on in putting it back and carring 
his Satchel along the deck he stumbled of the door 
Til the poke slid to the deck making no noise, there 
being plenty of liquor on board and most all the 
passengers Celebrating the getting out it was 
forgotten until the following day with the above 
result.  I have written this as a favor to my friend 
Judge Wickersham, but not to be used for 
publication   

J:\hist_docs\wickersham\ASL-MS0107-6-35.doc 



Alaska State Library - Historical Collections, PO Box 110571, Juneau AK 99811-0571 
Diary of James Wickersham. May 17th, 1923 to Feb. 27, 1925. 
MS 107 BOX 6 DIARY 35 
 

By C.D. Harland a member of the Crew of S.S. 
Queen from The 9th day of Feb. 1890 to the 28th 
day of Aug 1904, during which time I worked up 
from Oiler to 1st Asst Engr. 

Diary 35, 1924 
May 4-6 

-4th – 
Sunday.  We reached Juneau this morning at 3. 
a.m. and are back in our rooms at the Zynda Hotel, 
with the McKinnons. 

-5th – 
Busy getting our rooms in good shape at the Zynda 
Hotel & in working on writing up my court records 
from Ketchikan. 

-6th – 
Same as yesterday - when I also made Application 
for Extension of Permit for Wrangell Pulp & Paper 
Co. 
Today I employed Harry J. Morton as law clerk at 
$125.00 per month etc. by the month. 

Diary 35, 1924 
May 7-10 

-7th – 
Busy in office work & catching up on belated 
correspondence. 

-8th – 
Same as yesterday. 

-9th – 
Same as yesterday. 
Judge Reed decided the case of Davis & Durback 
v Jackson against my clients today - its a bum 
decision – damn! 

-10- 
Argued demurrer in Grant v. National Surety Co. 
today – under advisement. 
Am preparing brief for Judge Reed on questions 
raised. 

Diary 35, 1924 
May 11-14 

-11th – 
Sunday - Debbie went riding to Mendenhall glacier 
- I studied the law involved in two important cases. 

-12th – 
Working in the office - 
Am having letters & other family data copied for my 
sister Nan, - the letters of Mrs. Eliza Logue, of 
Harrodsburg, Kentucky, among them. 

-13th – 
Same as yesterday. 

-14th – 
Same as yesterday. 
Findings of Fact Conclusions of Law & Decree in 
Davis v Jackson, and Bill of Costs served on me by 
Faulkner. 

Diary 35, 1924 
May 14 

14 
Preparing objections to Cost Bill, also to findings & 
preparing my own Findings in said case. 
Undertook to persuade Cash Cole, who received 
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plurality vote for Governor at preferential primary 
election but he refuses to consider any alliance or 
organization with John W. Frame, who was elected 
National Republican Committeeman for Alaska, or 
with John Rustgard, who was nominated for 
attorney general!  Poor Cash, he is going to fight 
those who elected him - & will end by joining the 
Faulkners - big interest crowd, will fail to be 
appointed governor, or else make a mess of things, 
generally! 

Diary 35, 1924 
May 15-16 

-15- 
Same as yesterday. 

-16- 
Telegram from Sullivan, Hyder, that they assessed 
costs against him in Hewett case of $940.00!  
Telegraphed him & Clerk Ketchikan. 
This evenings Empire says Valentine, Robertson, 
Coppernoll Arthur Frame & Shepherd have filed 
protests with Dunn, Clerk against certain precincts 
in S.E. Alaska, claiming illegal Indian votes carried 
primary election for their opponents.  Looks like 
court officials mean to invalidate election! 

Diary 35, 1924 
May 17-22 

-17th – 
Working in office as usual. 

-18th – 
Sunday, Debbie went autoing. 

-19th – 
Working in office. 

-20- 
At work as usual. 
Dr & Mrs. DeVigne & daughter had dinner with us -
at Gastineau Hotel. 

-21- 
Same as yesterday. 

-22- 
Same as yesterday.  
Also now working on List of Territorial Public 
documents - those published by Territorial Officials 
- Reports, etc. 

Diary 35, 1924 
May 23-24 

-23rd – 
Same as yesterday. 
Mr. & Mrs. Wallstein G. Smith, Territorial 
Treasurer, had dinner with us, at the Gastineau 
tables, & spent the evening at our rooms talking 
about Gov & Mrs. Strong, Katalla, etc. 

-24- 
Judge Reed sustained me in the case of Grant, 
Guardian for Matheson Heirs, Wrangell, vs. 
National Surety Co. sent on Administrators bond. 
Working on Clark v Sheldon, for trial on Monday - 
also at work on List of Ter. publications. 

Diary 35, 1924 
May 25-29 

-25- 
Sunday.  Met Clarks & other witnesses in trial for 
tomorrow & examined books of account. 

-26th – 
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Trial of Clark v Sheldon - over till tomorrow. 
-27- 

Trial Clark v Sheldon - hard case - but in good 
shape. 

-28th – 
Finished trial Clark v Sheldon - jury out since 2 
p.m. and looks like unable to agree - bad! 

-29th – 
Jury decided case against us! It was a matter of 
sympathy. 

Diary 35, 1924 
May 30 

May 30th. 
Decoration Day. 
We Progressive Republicans are in a bad way just 
now in regard to our organization. Acting on Dan 
Sutherlands suggestion I asked Geo. Sexton, of 
Seward to be a candidate for Republican Delegate 
to National Convention & we nominated Sexton & 
Dr. Dawes.  The Bone Hazel faction nominated 
Robertson of Juneau, and Harry Steel of Cordova.  
We beat them & elected Sexton & Dawes at the 
primary election last month.  But, Now Sexton has 
betrayed us.  Gov. Bone went out to Seward two 
weeks ago, “on railroad business,” 

Diary 35, 1924 
May 30 

30 
but really to recover a victory out of their defeat at 
the primary election, with the result that he 
procured a promise, with the assistance of Judge 
Ritchie & others, from Sexton to throw us over and 
support the Gov & his faction.  There was no 
difference in the matter of President for we are all 
for Coolidge (I am not and my friends in the 
Territory are not for Coolidge, but there is no one 
else to vote for at the Convention except him - in 
sight).  The real bone of contention just now is over 
John W. Frame, who was elected at the primary 
election 

Diary 35, 1924 
May 30 

30 
over Arthur Frame of Anchorage.  Gov. Bone met 
Sexton at the wharf yesterday when the SS. 
“Yukon” came in from Seward bearing Sexton 
southward to attend the Rep. Nat. Con. at 
Cleveland on the 9th of June.  Just before the SS. 
landed the Gov. told me how bitterly he hated John 
Frame, & declared that he should never be the Nat. 
Com. for Alaska, notwithstanding his election.  
When Sexton landed he spoke to me & the Gov. 
pleasantly and the latter at once engaged him in 
low conversation while I stepped back - Sexton 
then went to Dr. Dawes office & later to mine.  I 
reminded 

Diary 35, 1924 
May 30 

30 
of the fact that he would not have been elected 
except for the loyal support he got from Frame & 
Paul, and their two papers, the “Examiner” & the 
“Fisherman!”  I begged him not to throw his friends 
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over - but he had promised so many times to do it 
that no argument could avail to change him.  He 
then went with Dr. Dawes to call on the Gov. & 
later left on the “Yukon” for Seattle & Cleveland.  
Dr. Dawes could not go and gave Sexton his vote 
by written proxy but specially instructed him therein 
in writing to vote for Coolidge & John Frame - he 
promised to do so. 
I wrote John Frame long letter tonight giving him 
the facts. 

Diary 35, 1924 
May 31 

31 
Have set Harry F. Morton at work on getting parts 
of my Alaska Bibliographical matter in shape, and 
am hopeful!  He is quick and I hope accurate in the 
work, and seems to have rather intelligent ideas 
about what to do.  I shall try him out on the work for 
a month. 
Prepared today to do the Annual Assessment work 
on the Dugas Quartz Mining claims at Hyder.  Will 
send the $400 necessary by telegraph on Monday.  
Borrowed the money - $400 - at Behrends Bank - 
note with Lockie McKinnon & my check for 10 
days. 

Diary 35, 1924 
May 31- 
June 2 

-31st continued 
Mrs. John. Rustgard, wife of the Attorney General 
of Alaska, was found dead in her bed this morning. 
She had died of heart disease some time in the 
night. He was on his way to San F- to try some 
cases in Court of Appeals but was notified by wire. 

-June 1st – 
A rainy Sunday. reading “Roughing It,” by Mark 
Twain -again. 

-June 2- 
Busy in office. Telegraphed $400 to Hyder to do 
assessment work on Dugas claims - C.C.M. Co. 

Diary 35, 1924 
June 3 

-June 3d- 
At work on cards for Pub – Doc’s for Territory of 
Alaska, and have that branch of my Alaska Card 
system - Bibliography about finished.  Am assisted 
by Harry F. Morton, who is quick & seemingly 
accurate & understands the work well.  I intend to 
go on with the preparation of my Alaskan 
Bibliography - the list of Alaskan book titles - as 
fast as possible if he stands the strain. 
Sent the $400. necessary to do the Asst. work on 4 
Dugas claims at Hyder to John W. Frame with 
clear instructions! 

Diary 35, 1924 
June 4 

-4th – 
Got up this morning at 2 a. m. & went to dock to 
meet the “Alaska” & John Rustgard. 
Gov & Mrs. Bone & Rev. Mr. Decker also there for 
same meeting! 
Also met and greeted Judge Clegg, who is coming 
back from Mayo Bros. Rochester, Minn. after major 
operation, in seemingly good health.  Rustgard was 
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greatly surprised - but pleased at Gov. Bones 
greeting - they have not been friendly & it was very 
nice in the Gov & Mrs. Bone to act so.  Mrs. 
Rustgards funeral tomorrow. Working on my 
Alaskan cards for Bibliography! 

Diary 35, 1924 
June 5-9 

-5th – 
Mrs. Rustgards funeral, was one of the pall 
bearers.  Working on Bibliography of Alaska. 

-6th – 
Working on Alaska Biblio. 

-7- 
Working on Alaskan Biblio with Harry F. Morton 
who gives some promise of being a good 
bibliographer!  In court: this morning getting cases 
set. 

-8th – 
Sunday - Reading “Roughing It” Twain. 

9th – 
Working on legal business in office. 

Diary 35, 1924 
June 10-11 

-10- 
Same as yesterday - and also working at all spare 
time on Alaska Biblio. 

-11th – 
Same as yesterday. 
Fire in the First National Bank Bldg. just across the 
street this evening 8 p.m. looked as if buildings 
would go & probably my office- but the Fire Dept. 
responded promptly & with good work soon got it 
under control.  I was busy packing my Biblio. cares 
& Mss. - but did not move anything. 
Harry Morton came quickly to help me. 

Diary 35, 1924 
June 12-15 

-12th – 
Same as yesterday. 
Coolidge nominated! 
I prefer La Follette! 

-13- 
Same as yesterday in office. Coolidge & Dawes! 

-14- 
Motion calendar in court, Judgment in Valentine v 
Cobb, busy in office, & Winn. 

-15- 
Mrs. W. & I went over to Dr. De Vighnes Twin 
Glacier Camp yesterday afternoon on the small 
SS. Alma, with 38 others on a picnic. 
Spent the day & back this afternoon - a fine trip -
beautiful weather etc. 

Diary 35, 1924 
June 16-20 

-16th – 
Busy in office, also working on Biblio of Alaskan 
Newspapers. 

-17th – 
Grover C. Winn, Guardian of John Tuppela sued 
Cobb, trustee for Discovery & Accounting of the 
Tuppela Estate.  Cobb employed me to act for him 
in the case. 
Also settled up Kostelanian Case. 
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Some work in office as yesterday. 
-18th – 

Working on Alaska Biography. 
-19- 

Same as yesterday. 
-20- 

Same as yesterday. 
Diary 35, 1924 
June 20-21 

20th continued – 
Wrote letter to Wm. E. Butler, Ch. Rep. Nat. Com. 
in support of seating John W. Frame, as Rep. Nat. 
Com. for Alaska.  Also sent copy to C. Bascum 
Slemp, Sec. to Pres. Coolidge with a request that 
he read it & procure favorable action. 

-21- 
Judge Reed rendered written opinion in case of 
Grant guardian v National Surity Co. in our favor - 
which just about ends the case - for the Complaint 
pleads the records - the only evidence in the case! 

Diary 35, 1924 
June 22-28 

-22- 
Sunday - took a long walk up Silver Bow Basin - 
gathered flowers & enjoyed the scenery - fine day. 

-23- 
Working on Alaska Biblio. 

-24- 
Same as yesterday. 

-25th – 
Same as yesterday. 

-26- 
Same as yesterday. 

-27th – 
Same as yesterday. 

-28th – 
Also rewriting chapters of Pioneering 

Diary 35, 1924 
June 29- 
July 1 

-29th – 
Same as usual - Sunday- raining. 

-30th – 
Same as usual. 

July 1. 
Trial Dull v Dull, divorce was not so dull as the title 
suggests, - the plaintiff is a suspicious narrow 
minded Dutchman, the wife a Frenchwoman - and 
the result a divorce fight.  French vivacity won, 
however, for we beat his effort to get a divorce, 
though the court dismissed the case & gave 
nothing to either. 
Later, Dutchman brought a check around to 
Frenchy & they had a dinner engagement the last I 
heard. 

Diary 35, 1924 
July 2-3  

-July 2nd – 
Our beautiful sunny weather has gone - its raining 
today like winter. 

-3d- 
Recd. telegram from Sutherland asking me to write 
the facts in regard to the Frame matter to James 
W. Good, 76 West Monroe S. Chicago, the N.W. 
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Manager for Coolege, and one of my friends - 
which I did today.  Got a statement of official 
returns from Sec. Ter. Theile & sent it also. 
Working on Biblio. cards & on rewriting certain 
chapters in “Pioneering Around Mt. McKinley,”  
Wrote to Sheldon for Mss. sent to him! 

Diary 35, 1924 
July 4-7 

-July 4th – 
A beautiful sunny day, and the children enjoyed 
every minute of it. 
I am reading Beveridge’s Life of John Marshall, 
and find it deeply interesting. 

-5th – 
Worked in office as usual. 

-6th – 
Sunday - reading Life of John Marshall. 

-7- 
Working on Alaskan Biblio. 
Some business coming in all the time. 
I have again rewritten “Pioneering Around Mount 
McKinley” - and think I will permit it to go now, 
without further ironing or polishing. 
Of course, if I had time _____________. 

Diary 35, 1924 
July 8-9 

-8th – 
Same as yesterday in office. 
Received a letter (copy) from Delegate Sutherland 
to Butler Ch. Rep. Nat. Com. with which he 
enclosed my letter to Butler & in his he denounces 
Sexton & Judge Reed exceedingly! 

-9- 
The Democrats have been in National Convention 
in N.Y. for 10 days fighting.  It seems to be a battle 
between the Knights of Columbus (Catholic) and 
the Ku 
Klux Klan (Anti Catholic) - Today after 103 ballots 
they nominated John W. Davis, of N.Y. - who is 
neither - but is attorney for Morgans in Wall Street! 

Diary 35, 1924 
July 10 

-10th – 
Recd. letter from John W. Frame last mail, urging 
me to record deed made by him, myself, Hummel, 
Johnson & Green to Cripple Creek. Mining Co. of 
all our interests in group of 9 claims known as 
Cripple Creek group, opposite mouth of Texas 
Creek in Hyder Precinct!  Sent deed this morning 
by mail to, Sanford, Recorder, Hyder, with $5.00 to 
pay recording fee, for record. 
Our good Catholic Priest friend, Father F. Monroe, 
S.J. came in on SS. “Yukon” this afternoon and we 
had him to dinner; we had him to a Christmas 
dinner at Eagle in 1900! 

Diary 35, 1924 
July 11-14 

-11th – 
Working on Alaskan bibliography. 
Business is dull - and I’m glad to do the biblio. 

-12th – 
Same as yesterday. 

-13th – 
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Sunday – a day of rest. 
-14th – 

Recd. telegram from Monckton, Clerk U.S.C.C. 
App. S.F. saying the court had reversed Valentine 
v Robertson & ordered lower court to grant our 
injunction and all we asked for in that case.  
Valentine is correspondingly happy. 

Diary 35, 1924 
July 15-18 

-15th – 
Same as usual, though business is coming in 
better than last month. 

-16th – 
Same as yesterday. 

-17- 
Busy with business! 

-18- 
Recd. telegram today: 

Hyder, Alaska, July 17, 1924 
James Wickersham, Juneau, Alaska, 
If our deed to cripple creek property is not with-
drawn from record suit will be reinstated to cancel 
it.   

Harold Johnson, 
Harry Hummel 
J.K. Green. 

Diary 35, 1924 
July 19 

-19th – 
On thinking over the matter of the telegram which I 
received yesterday from Johnson, Hummel & 
Green and casting up my accounts and finding I 
have spent more than $2000, on that failing 
scheme in two years, I have concluded to resign as 
the Pres. of the Co. and send them all the records 
and papers and let them carry the burden awhile.  
It may be they can do it better than I can, so I’ll try 
it.  So today I sent them an answering telegram 
saying:  “All papers and full explanations coming 
on first boat.”  It seems to Me the joke will be on 
them though I can imagine John Frame will not be 
pleased, though I dont care a damn what he thinks 
about it. 

Diary 35, 1924 
July 20-21 

-20th – 
Sunday.  Am reading the third volume of 
Beveridge’s Life of John Marshall. 

-21st – 
Jo. Kehoe was in the office today & wants an 
option on the Cripple Creek mines! 
On second thought I’ve concluded to turn the 
books etc. over to John W. Frame, in connection 
with Hummel,. Johnson, et. al.  Kehoe opposes it, 
but I do not deem, his opinion of any value. 
A Mr. Hopkins, an oil & mining man came in to see 
me this evening.  We talked coal & oil indications 
on Admiralty island - he seems interested. 

Diary 35, 1924 
July 22-23 

-22nd – 
Today I deposited in the postoffice the books, seal 
& papers belonging to the Cripple Creek Mining 
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Co. addressed to John W. Frame, at Ketchikan, 
and also a letter addressed to Frame, Hummel, 
Johnson, Green, Dugas & Kehoe stating the facts!  
I am losing some $1600 in cash, & have 
determined to quit and let them try their hands at 
running the business awhile. 

-23rd- 
Same as usual in office. 
Henry T. Ray - Fairbanks,  
Leroy Tozier, Fairbanks, 
John L. Timmins, Fairbanks 
dead in. Wash. Oregon & Cal. 

Diary 35, 1924 
July 24-25 

-24th – 
Same as usual. 

-25th – 
Same as usual. 
A few days age I received a copy of the Alaska 
Weekly, from Seattle, with a leading Editorial blue 
penciled - in a special package, marked “personal,” 
etc. 
It denounces Gov Bone for attempting to overthrow 
the Alaska Primary Election law & inducing the 
Rep. Nat. Com. to seat. George Sexton in Frames 
place.  I quite approve it, & feel inclined to say so in 
the paper, but Debbie opposes my public 
appearance in the matter. 

Diary 35, 1924 
July 26-27 

-26- 
Same as yesterday in the office. 

-27th – 
Debbie received an invitation from Darrell & Jane 
to come to Seattle Aug. 15, & join them in an 
automobile trip on Vancouver Island & around 
Puget. Sound, - and we both think it nice trip for 
her & she will go.  U.S. Rush, miner from Kasaan 
in office all forenoon—on business - he is bankrupt 
& am advising him to go through the bankrupt 
process & come out clean & free - he thinks it the 
only relief. 

Diary 35, 1924 
July 28 

-28th – 
Wrote a letter today to Hon. John M. Nelson, M.C. 
of Wisconsin, and sent him Fifty (50.00) dollars for 
the La Follette Presidential Campaign Fund, and 
told him I would do anything I could, at his request, 
in Alaska or Washington, to aid the Senators 
election as President. 

Harry Morton, my clerk, finished a clean copy of  
“Pioneering Around Mt McKinley” for me today and 
bound it nicely.  I rewrote several chapters & as 
soon as I get the old copy which I sent to Kermit 
Roosevelt & then to Sheldon, 6 months ago.  I’ll 
send this one to Clark, Cleveland, Ohio. 

Diary 35, 1924 
July 29-31 

-29th – 
Same as yesterday. 

-30th – 
Preparing papers in bankruptcy for U.S. Bush, for 
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Bush - Brown Mines, at Kasaan. 
-31st – 

Got Judge Reed to sign papers in the above matter 
today. 
Harry Morton has just completed re-copying the 
Mss, “Pioneering “ and it is in much better shape 
than formerly. 
Sent certificate of election of John W. Frame, as 
Rep. Nat. Comt. to Sutherland today - much 
trouble to get it from Theile. 

Diary 35, 1924 
August 1 

-Aug. 1st 1924- 
Morton copying cards “U.S. Pub. Doc’s,” on 
typewriter - 2 copies Mss, and I am sorting and 
arranging misc, cards, for same purpose.  I am 
adopting a different plan than that used by 
Morrison.  He used the Govt. classification with a 
card for Author - one for the subject and frequently 
a third one as a cross reference, and many cross 
reference cards - I have thrown out every duplicate 
card - leave only one card for each book, or item, 
and will make my Index full and complete & gather 
every cognate item together in a group in the 
Index.  This will reduce the size of the Biblio & 
make it more useful, accurate and certain. 

Diary 35, 1924 
August 1-2 

1 
[clipping] 

MRS. WICKERSHAM LEAVES 
FOR TOUR OF NORTHWEST 

Mrs. James Wickersham will leave soon for 
Seattle, where she will meet her son, Lieutenant 
Commander Darrell Wickersham, U.S.N., retired, 
who, accompanied 
by his wife, motored from their home in San 
Francisco to Seattle and together the three will tour 
the Northwest, spending from six weeks to two 
months on the road.  Mrs. Wickersham says it has 
been the ambition of her life to take just such an 
outing as has been arranged for her by her son 
and his wife, and her many Juneau friends hope 
the realization of her ambitions will be fraught with 
all the pleasures she anticipates. 
Judge Wickersham was not able to accompany his 
wife but may join the party later. 

-2nd – 
Argued demurrer in Grant V Surety Co. (Matheson 
Case) and also motion in Winn v Cobb - both taken 
under advisement.  Met O’Malley, U.S. Fish Com. 
who is just now in a “scrap” with the cannery 
interests - he was very friendly - & now finds his 
real opponents are the same as those who fought 
me & now fight Sutherland - too bad the Bureau of 
Fisheries has 

Diary 35, 1924 
August 2-5 

2 
not learned years ago they were being used to 
destroy the Alaska fisheries.  Still if they learn it 
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now it will do some good. 
-3rd – 

Sunday, trying to get a good room or 
accommodations on the “Admiral Rogers - 
“Spokane” for Mrs. Wickersham going south to 
Seattle.  Everything full, though, & hard to get a 
place. 

-4- 
Busy in office - as usual. 

-5- 
while the westward boat was at the wharf today a 
Mr. C.0. Lindberg of L.A. Cal. mining expert for Mr. 
Gerard of N.Y. came in to see me 

Diary 35, 1924 
August 5-6 

5 
and We talked Nebesna Copper & how to get it out 
to the sea.  He was considering the Copper Riv. & 
N.W. Ry. while I urged a new road to Haines etc.  
He seems to be a fine man & introduced me to Mr. 
A.D. Starke and Mr. M.W. Stolesberry, his 
assistants.  Also, Gov. “Bill” Sulzer was aboard, but 
I did not see him. 

-6th – 
Debbie will go on SS “Adm. Rogers.” tomorrow to 
Seattle for visit with Darrell & Jane. 
I will go to Petersburg to assist Mrs. Hogue in 
securing Exemptions out of his Estate - he’s dead 
& its all she will get! 

Diary 35, 1924 
August 7-8 

-7th – 
We left Juneau last night Debbie for Seattle, I for 
Petersburg.  Reached Ptrb. this forenoon - spent 
the day in hearing data, preparing pleadings etc. 
for Mrs. Amy Hogue, in Estate matter, seeking to 
secure exemptions: 

Got case set for trial before the Com. & Probate  
Judge at 7:35 this evening.  Hearing, evidence, 
argument.  Roden angry & personal -but case not 
injured - Clausen seems to have some strength of 
his own - took case under advisement till tomorrow. 

-8th – 
Clausen decided case my favor - signed order etc. 
but did not give 

Diary 35, 1924 
August 8-10 

8 
me one piece of property I thought was necessary.  
The Estate is in bad shape - no bonds, and both 
Cornelius & Tveten wasting it.  My client is an 
Indian woman, the wife of Hogue - and they are 
treating her dishonestly.  I think I will be obliged to 
take vigorous measures. 

-9th – 
Beautiful weather but no boat. 
Copying records in Hogue Estate. 
Boat came this evening & we left Petersburg for 
Juneau at 8 p.m. 

-10th – 
Reached Juneau this morning at 4 a.m. Sunday - 
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but gathering work in office. 

Diary 35, 1924 
August 11-14 

-11th – 
Morton kept business in the office going during my 
absence, and is also advancing the work of 
copying the Biblio very satisfactorily! 
As usual today in office. 

-12- 
Busy day in office - Biblio work going on as usual.  
Have finished reading. Beveridge’s Life of John 
Marshall, and feel highly repaid for doing so. 

-13- 
Same as usual. 

-14th – 
Same as usual. 

Diary 35, 1924 
August 15-16 

-15- 
Working on office cases. 

-16- 
My old “sourdough” friend, Rev. S. Hall Young, is 
to leave Alaska in a week, with his daughter & 3 
granddaughters, and to reside hereafter in Seattle, 
a pensioner from the Presbyterian Church.  He 
came to Alaska more than 40 years ago, as a 
young missionary.  He has preached to the Indians 
and to the Whites in every camp in Alaska from 
Ketchikan and Dawson to Nome; published the 
“Glacier” a missionary paper at Fort Wrangell, 
wrote books etc. and lectured for his work 

Diary 35, 1924 
August 16 

16 
in every State from California to Maine, from Wash. 
to Florida, and now he is retired on full pay with his 
full time to write his Autobiography and others. 
I have invited him & his family to dinner with me 
tomorrow (Sunday) evening at the most 
fashionable dining room – at the Gastineau Hotel, 
and we are to have our farewell visit. 
My other ministerial friend, Rev. A.P. Kashevarof, 
priest of the Russian Greek church was in today to 
consult with me about a matter of great moment to 
him & his church: The Bolshevik Revolution 

Diary 35, 1924 
August 16 

16 
in Russia resulted in the complete disorganization 
of the Russian Church.  A Bolshevik organization 
was formed, and a person now claiming to be the 
American representative of that Bolshevik Church 
is in Seattle bringing suit to get title of the Russian 
Church property in Alaska!  Father Kashavirof and 
the officials of the headless Greek Church in 
Alaska are scared at the prospect and have 
consulted with me about how to prevent the loss of 
their property and its use by their enemies for 
Bolshevik purposes.  It is an interesting 
International Church question. 
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Diary 35, 1924 
August 17-19 

-17th – 
Dinner at Gastineau hotel. 
Dr. S. Hall Young, his daughter Mrs. Alaska 
Kleinschmidt, & her three daughters were with me. 
Was today (last night) employed by Valentine, 
Japanese Consul, to defend a Japanese who shot 
& Killed a girl at Petersburg some time ago - while 
insane. 

-18- 
Work in office as usual. 

-19- 
Busy in court -- Judge Reed decided many 
preliminary matters of pleading - some for me – 
some against me. 

Diary 35, 1924 
August 20-21 

-20- 
Reargued the demurrer in Grant. v National Surety 
Co. before Judge Reed today. 
Think he will stand by me, but advises: Hellenthal 
who appears for Nat. Surety Co. how to amend as 
to accomplish the purpose he wishes, etc.  So that 
it appears I may have 
to retry the Final Act of that case all over again.  It 
may be, however, I can get a larger judgment next 
time - its all in the days work! 

-21st – 
Was employed by Emery Valentine, Japanese 
Consul today to defend M. Susuki, Petersburg Jap. 
for murder of girl & shooting of her mother - at 
Petersburg 

Diary 35, 1924 
August 21-22 

21 
about a month ago. 
I am to go to Petersburg at once to look into the 
matter - study the case etc. 

-22nd – 
Reached Petersburg this morning at 4 a.m. on SS. 
Admiral Rogers (Spokane) Interviewed Dr. Rogers, 
who had control of Susuki after he shot himself, 
also U.S. Dep. Marshal.  Oyama, a countryman 
and some of the witnesses to shooting of the girl
 also of Suzuki’s attempted suicide.  My 
impression from all the facts I can gather is that 
Susuki is a moral & sexual pervert - almost to the 
point of semi-idiocy.  Also filed papers in appeal of 
Hogue case. 
I left Petersburg at 4 oclock this 

Diary 35, 1924 
August 22-23 

22 
evening on a small gas boat the “Belle” belonging 
to and in charge of Sidney Charles, (Ed- 
Petersburg Herald) & his son (about 14 years old) 
for Wrangell.  My friend. Wheeler of Wrangell, 
Capt. & Mrs. Hudson, and 3 or 4 other persons on 
the boat. Passed out of the south end of Wrangell 
Narrows at 9 pm. into a “southeaster” - a gale from. 
S.E. & we were, pitched, tossed, rolled & 
Corkscrewed until 4 oclock a.m. before we finally 
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came into Wrangell! 
-23rd – 

at Conference with Mrs. Patterson, Judge Thomas 
Grant & self at Thomas’ office about estate.   -
Dinner this evening with the Barnes Browns & 
Sanitary Can. Co. families. 

Diary 35, 1924 
August 24-25 

August 24th 1924. 
My 67th birthday! 
Dinner this evening with judge, “Billie Thomas and 
Bob. Bill, the canneryman, at Mr. & Mrs. Barnes - 
and a good one after which we all attended the 
Presbyterian Church to hear Dr. Divens preach.  
The Divens’ remembered the evening we assisted 
in bidding the “Tanana boys off to war - in 918.  
Sunday and a day of rest - which I needed! 

-25- 
Waiting for Yukon - reported due at 630 this 
evening.  A Mrs. Vass wanted me to collect 
damages for her against Gartley-Mill Co.  Saw him 
& he said I was to represent him so told Mrs. V. & 
did not consult with her. 

Diary 35, 1924 
August 25-27 

-25- cont. 
Inspecting fine Haida Indian work in Walters store - 
&, talking with him about Indian carving, art etc. 
Indian carvings on rocks here in Wrangell.  The SS 
“Alaska” was just in from the south Mrs. Guy B. 
Erwin, from Fairbanks was on board.  We talked of 
the recent: removal of Guy, as U. S. Atty at Fbks -  
on the report of Castle - she did not know much 
about the cause but laid it at Judge Clegg’s door! 

-26th – 
Reached Ketchikan this morning at: 4 a.m. and got 
a room in the Bank - act. Stedman Hotel rooms.  
On arrival here noticed Mrs. George Hutchinson, 
and found she was going to Seattle, but desired to 
meet Mrs. Tupper who taught school at Fairbanks. 
Mrs. H. went to Hotel & we found Mrs. T. at private 
House, but called her on telephone & they visited 
until 9 oclock when the Yukon went south - but I 
went off to bed. 
Did but little, today and expect to do much more 
tomorrow. 

-27th – 
In court most of the day. 
This evening a Mr. Nunan (who was introduced to 
me by Mr. Castle, of Juneau) 

Diary 35, 1924 
August 27 

27 
and a Mr. Obrien, asked to have a private talk with 
me, and they came to my room, No 4, Stedman.  
They each exhibited to me their authority signed by 
Atty. Genl. Dougherty, and Burns of the Secret 
Service Bureau, and then they asked me about the 
matter of the Conspiracy by Gov. Bone, Judge 
Reed, Dist. Atty. Arthur Shoup and Geo. Sexton, to 
prevent the seating of John W. Frame as Rep. Nat 
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Committeeman from Alaska by the Rep. Nat. Com. 
& I told them the story as I knew the facts very fully 
and fairly.  They also asked me to write a brief 
state- 

Diary 35, 1924 
August 27 

27 
ment of the facts for them, and I promised to do so 
at once. 
I was particular to ask them to see Judge Reed 
and ask him for a copy of the telegram which he is 
reported to have sent to Arthur Shoup at San 
Francisco, advising him to go to Cleveland and that 
Sexton would betray Frame and also advised them 
to go to Juneau and see the election returns in the 
office of the Sec. of the Ter. and also to see Gov. 
Bone and ask him for copies of such certificates 
etc. as he wrote advising Sexton to violate the law.  
They promised to go to Juneau and see the 
records, & the Governor 

Diary 35, 1924 
August 27 

27 
and also said they would see Judge Reed at once 
& ask him for copies of his telegram. 
I am inclined to think they will make a fair report of 
the facts - but I fear nothing will be done with it - 
except to put it in a dark pigeonhole in the Dept. of 
Justice.  Had Gordon C. Bettles and John W. 
Frame to dinner with me tonight.  Bettles set the 
type for Vol I., No I. of the Yukon Press, issued Jan 
1, 1894, at St James Mission, and John is also an 
early printer in S.E. Alaska.  Gordon is going back 
to the Kuskokwim River to prospect for cinnabar 
mines! 

Diary 35, 1924 
August 28-29 

-28th – 
Began my statement for the Agents of the Dept. of 
Justice, but they’ve gone to Juneau, so I’ll lay off til 
Sunday - and catch up on my court work. 

-29th- 
Spent part of day in going over the Indictments 
returned today against M. Susuki, a Japanese, for 
killing Maggie Andrianoff, and shooting her mother 
at Petersburg - also prepared long petition in 
Matheson minors case. 
Recd. fine letter from Debbie - she is having a 
perfectly delightful time with Darrell & Jane. 

Diary 35, 1924 
August 30-31 

-30th – 
Much of day in court listening to a trial for personal 
injury. 

-31st – 
Sunday: Spent day in my room writing a statement 
for Secret Service men who are investigating Gov. 
Bone, Judge Reed, Shoup, and Geo. Sexton for 
Conspiracy to prevent John W. Frame from 
securing his seat as Rep. Nat. Committeeman from 
Alaska.  Saw a bunch of telegrams sent by them 
which make out a strong case against them, and I 
do not feel they can be excused - they ought to be 

J:\hist_docs\wickersham\ASL-MS0107-6-35.doc 

http://Rep.Nat.Com


Alaska State Library - Historical Collections, PO Box 110571, Juneau AK 99811-0571 
Diary of James Wickersham. May 17th, 1923 to Feb. 27, 1925. 
MS 107 BOX 6 DIARY 35 
 

prosecuted! 

Diary 35, 1924 
September 1-2 

-Sept. 1- 
Labor Day - no court but I spent my time out at 
Taylor Althouse’s arranging a settlement with E.A. 
Heath, over a land conflict long standing between 
them. 
Finally got them to agree & I will get deeds 
exchanged tomorrow. 

-2nd – 
Delivered my statement to Roger Skelly, Agt. Dept. 
Justice, in re Conspiracy of Gov. Bone, Judge 
Reed & others to overthrow Primary Election of last 
April, so far as seating John W. Frame is 
concerned.  He asked me to write a letter giving  

Diary 35, 1924 
September 2 

2 
my views about Judge Reed - who is under 
investigation but I declined to do it.  While I think 
Reed ought to be removed for his participation in 
Territorial politics, in unfair and even illegal ways, I 
do not think this Admr. will do anything about it, so 
the letter would do no good, and anyway I wont do 
it! 
Had dinner with Mr. & Mrs. Chas Miller, U.S. Dept. 
Dist. Atty. with a Mr. Steen, who was in Fairbanks 
in 1906, & a lady wholly I suppose was his sister.  
Recd. letter from Debbie today - she will be here 
on “SS Alameda” in 2 days. 

Diary 35, 1924 
September 3-5 

-3d- 
Sick with bad cold - “influenza.” 
Examining record in Clerks office in Lynch cases. 

-4th – 
Debbie’s name in list of passengers coming on 
“Alameda” -Friday Arraignment of Suzuki, the Jap. 
2 indictments for Murder & attempting to kill etc.  I 
filed Motion to Quash - also Demurrer. 
Working on case of Lynch - agreed to try before 
Judge Reed - jury waived. 

-5- 
Debbie came on Alameda this morning. 
Jap, was arraigned on 3rd Indictment filed Motion 
& Demurrer, overruled etc. 
Debbie & I went to hear Miss Bernhofer sing 
tonight.  Good singer. 

Diary 35, 1924 
September 6-8 

-6th – 
Busy in court work, also in preparing a reply in 
pleadings in the case of Lynch v Deppe Collings.  
Am pushing my cases, trying to get work finished 
soon as possible. 

-7- 
Sunday - and a fine day. 
Worked on preparation of pleadings in court cases. 
Debbie & I got a taxi and rode all over Ketchikan 
from 
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end to end.  She enjoyed it.  Coliseum theater 
tonight. 

-8th – 
In court all day - getting cases settled etc.  Debbie 
& Mrs. Kehoe attended Pioneer’s - Ladies night – 
I’ll go later. 

Diary 35, 1924 
September 9-10 

-9th – 
Busy getting my cases in court - closed up so I can 
go home with Debbie.  Made reservations on the 
SS. Northwestern for Wednesday night. Debbie 
attended whist party at Mrs. Rivard’s - won the first 
prize - a beautiful jar etc., painted by Mrs. Gore. 
Dinner tonight with Miller’s - and a long talk on 
politics - Nothing. 

-10- 
Ready go to Juneau tonight on “N.W.”  Forced to 
postpone 4 cases until next term of court.  Had the 
Hunt’s to dinner with us tonight at the Poodle Dog 
Restaurant. 
N.W. due about 1. a.m. 

Diary 35, 1924 
September 11 

-11th – 
We left Ketchikan this morning at 6 a.m.  My old 
Valdes friend Dr. Caswell (druggist) now of 
Cordova aboard - also Van Orsdel, Civil Eng. from 
Seattle, enroute to Wrangell.  At Wrangell 2 hours - 
visited the sawmill with Gartley & viewed the 
machinery where employee Vass was killed in belt 
- received papers etc.   
J.G. Grant gave me a printed broadside issued & 
signed by W.F. Paul, Indian attorney - in the matter 
of the local election granting Grant. & others 
franchise for Water etc. and asked me to advise 
him if he could maintain suit for damages on it! 

Diary 35, 1924 
September 12-
14 

-12th – 
Reached Juneau this morning at 9 and am at office 
at work - Working in office as usual! 

-13th – 
Busy in office - as usual. 
SS. Yukon in from westward - several old 
westward friends to call.  Rustgard home from 
campaigning there. 

-14- 
Sunday.  Am sending Harry to Wrangell to make a 
full copy of the papers in the Matheson cases, so I 
can Reply to the Ans. alleging mistakes in 
bookkeeping, & collect on the bond. 

Diary 35, 1924 
September 15-
18 

-15- 
Found a good witness in the Admiralty case over 
the “Virginia I.” my client C.W. Johnson, - a 
fisherman 
Debbie is down with another chill. - Thank 
goodness they dont last long - 
Raining - working as usual. 

-16- 
Working in office as usual. 
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-17- 
Same as yesterday. 
Debbie sick in bed - not serious. 

-18th – 
S.E. Alaska Fair opened yesterday in A.B. Hall & 3 
story building.  Rather a noisy - grafting orgy - not 
much of a fair! 

Diary 35, 1924 
September 19-
22 

-19- 
Same as usual in office.  Morton returned from 
Wrangell this evening.  Debbie getting better - 
Have been putting my Mount McKinley 
photographs in book mounting. 

-20- 
Working in office as usual.  Debbie getting better 
slowly. 

-21- 
Sunday - reading. 

-22- 
Same as usual. 
The daughters of Jack McQuesten & Al. Mayo are 
on the “Curacao” at the dock - I called but they 
were out sightseeing. 

Diary 35, 1924 
September 23-
25 

-23- 
Debbie has another chill - I am concerned about 
her. 

-24th – 
Debbie still sick & suffering.  As usual in the office. 

-25- 
Mrs. M.D. Craig, 1030 Curtis St., Berkeley, Cal. & 
Mrs. Crystal Mann, 1657 Hopkins St., Berkeley 
called to see me today:  The first is Al Mayo’s 
daughter from Tanana and Rampart the second 
Jack McQuesten’s.  I had a good visit with them & 
showed them some rare pictures of their fathers, 
etc. & the old file of the Yukon Press in which both 
fathers figure from the first number. 

Diary 35, 1924 
September 26-
27 

-26- 
Same as usual. 
Debbie is slowly recovering. 

-27- 
I received Wm. F. Paul’s paper “The Alaska 
Fisherman” today for the last issue, and find that 
he has taken up the cudgel for Henry Roden, for 
Attorney General, and refuses to support John 
Rustgard!  Both Paul and Rustgard were 
respectively nominated for legislature & atty. Genl. 
at the Republican primary election April 29th last 
and Rustgard has been supporting Paul.  Roden is 

Diary 35, 1924 
September 27 

27 
the Democratic candidate, though he is announced 
as an independent.  Paul is the head of the Alaska 
Native Brotherhood - the organization of all the 
Indians in S.E. Alaska, and really controls that 
body of about 400 voters.  What inducement has 
been offered or delivered to him to induce him to 
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throw Rustgard off his own ticket & take up Roden 
we do not know - but it will cost Paul many votes & 
I hope defeat him. 
He is an Indian & wholly unreliable.  I wrote 
Rustgard tonight & sent him Paul’s paper -to S. 
Francisco. 

Diary 35, 1924 
September 28-
29 

-Sept. 28th – 
Sunday - am writing on an old one - Alaskan 
Nomenclature., etc. 
Debbie is up - but not well. 

-29- 
Debbie growing stronger. 
There is much talk among John Rustgards friends 
about the action of Paul, in taking up the fight 
against Rustgard & advising all his Indian 
compatriots to vote for Henry Roden for Atty. Genl.  
Many will now vote against Paul and it may result 
in his defeat. 
It has started a fight in the Rep. ranks and its 
results cannot be foretold. 

Diary 35, 1924 
September 30- 
October 1 

-Sept 30- 
As usual in office.  Finished a grouch article 
entitled, “Alaskan Nomenclature:  A Study in 
Official Genealogy,” being a criticism of those 
bureaucratic officials who name the natural objects 
in Alaska after themselves! 
Debbie is growing better, and is able to be out of 
her bed, some. 

-Octo. 1st – 
Same as usual in office. 
Mrs. W. getting better - slowly. 
Got Judge Reed to sign an order approving bond - 
when it gets here from Wrangell - he is gang 
tonight on a Goldstein hunt to Rory Bay. 

Diary 35, 1924 
October 2-3 

-2- 
Debbie seems slow to recover. 

-3rd – 
Debbie better. 
Dan Sutherland came in from the westward on the 
SS. “Yukon” last night & is visiting with his friends 
& political associates. 
Debbie was not able to get out, but I had Mrs. 
Kettleson, from Sitka, Mrs. McKinnon & Dan 
Sutherland to dinner with me at the Hotel 
Gastineau - at Debbies request. 
Lockie McKinnon met with an accident while 
hunting at Sitka, shot him self in the arm badly. 

Diary 35, 1924 
October 4 

-4th – 
Dan Sutherland left on boat last night for Skagway 
- Sitka etc. 
Decker is a friend of Rustgards & both he and I 
recd. letters from R- asking us to get out circulars & 
attack the Paul - Roden combination - we talked it 
over and will wait for an opportunity to discuss it 
with Dan. 
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Morton and I are putting in most of our time these 
days on arranging & typewriting cards for 
Bibliography of Alaska. 
I am anxious to get it finished - for it has been a 
task of years and I will be glad to have it done! 

Diary 35, 1924 
October 5-6 

-5th – 
Debbie is weak and sicker than ever before after 
an attack of influenza, and she must go to 
California as soon as she can travel.  She is getting 
discouraged, and the gloomy and rainy weather 
affects her badly. 

-6th – 
Same as usual in office. 
Mrs. Le Fevre wrote Billie Paul, Indian boss, a 
letter upbraiding him for betraying Atty. Genl. 
Rustgard and supporting Roden - today Judge Le 
Fevre received a telegram from him saying he 
would now support Rustgard!! 

Diary 35, 1924 
October 7-9 

-7th – 
Working in office. 

-8- 
Getting ready to go to Ketchikan to court - on the 
15th.  Debbie growing better very slowly. 

-9th – 
I am greatly disappointed at the utter failure. of 
Rev. A.P. Kashevarof to give me the necessary 
assistance in preparing my Russian cards for 
Bibliography, and have this day written to Richard 
H. Geoghegan, Esq., Fairbanks whom I know to be 
thoroughly competent asking him for assistance.  If 
he will assist I will send him my Russian cards etc. 

Diary 35, 1924 
October 10-11 

-10th – 
Same as yesterday. 

-11th – 
Harry Morton, my clerk, has completed copying the 
U.S. Pub. Doc. cards relating to Alaska on the 
typewriter, in order according to the Department, 
and Bureau, and the respective numbers given to 
them in these official bureaus: I have had him 
make two copies of the Mss.  I am nearly finished 
the preparation and arrangement of the cards for 
Miscel. books, etc. for the 2nd part, when he will 
also copy those.  This, of course, will not embrace 
the Russian 

Diary 35, 1924 
October 11-12 

11 
cards which I hope to get R.H. Geoghegan to 
arrange & rewrite. 
Debbie is growing stronger and will start for L.A. 
Cal. on Tuesday, when I shall go with her as far as 
Ketchikan. 

-12th Sunday – 
Am now ready to send my Mss. “Pioneering around 
Mt McKinley” 2nd Ed. out to a publisher - again.  I 
am not able to get an answer to my letters 
addressed to Sheldon - he seems to have gone off 
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on a hunting expedition - so I’ll send it to a 
publisher & write him what I’ve done, and let the 
matter take its course! 

Diary 35, 1924 
October 13-15 

-13th – 
As usual in office.  Dan Sutherland is back in town 
- he has completed his campaign to Fairbanks & 
the 3rd Div. & has now been to Skagway, Haines & 
Sitka & will go on “Alaska” tomorrow to Ketchikan 
to finish in this Division. 

-14th – 
Closing up office business & getting ready to go 
Ketchikan.  Debbie is going to California for the 
winter.  Left Juneau on Admiral Rogers tonight 12. 
m. 

-15th – 
Spent 2 hours in Petersburg - saw Mrs. Hough, & 
others in Hough Est. matters. 

Diary 35, 1924 
October 16-17 

-16th – 
Reached Ketchikan at 5 a.m. & left Debbie on 
board - going to California.  Sat around till noon 
waiting for a room - none to be had - one this 
afternoon in the Merchants Bank Bldg. 
Court held a short session and called the docket & 
set arguments. 

-17th – 
Sutherland & all the Democratic politicians here.  
The U. S. Dist. Atty. filed a suit against Mrs. Jennie 
Lynch to procure her to be ejected from lot on tide 
land near Ketchikan creek etc. 
Tried Bernard case yesterday & findings, decree 
etc. agreed on today - case in satisfactory shape. 

Diary 35, 1924 
October 17-18 

17 
The SS. Alaska was in port yesterday from the 
north.  Frank Manley and others from Fairbanks on 
board, & he told me my claims on Cleary & Wolf 
Creeks are valuable etc. gave me the latest gossip 
about mining and the chances of dredging on 
Cleary & Eva Creeks where my mines are located.  
Mrs. Miller invited me to dinner Sunday at 3 p.m. 

-18th – 
We began business in court this morning - but 
some one suggested it was a holiday - “Alaska 
Day” - and that ended it - Judge Reed promptly 
adjourned until Monday -another day wasted. 

Diary 35, 1924 
October 19 

-19th – 
-Sunday- 

Dinner with Mr. & Mrs. Miller (Dept. U.S. Dist Atty). 
Sutherland present.  We discussed political matters 
- during the dinner we were called up by telephone 
and informed that Mr. W.W. Casey had just 
dropped dead on the street.  He is a prominent 
business man from Juneau, a candidate for the 
Territorial Legislature & had just left the boat which 
had brought him & two fellow candidates - 
Democratic from Hyder where they had been 
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campaigning.  Mr. Casey was a good citizen and 
long a resident of Juneau, where his death will be a 
great loss. 

Diary 35, 1924 
October 20-21 

-20th – 
Court is pressing matters to a conclusion so we 
can go home on the “Northwestern” tonight.  He 
refused to hear the lien cases of Hummel & 
Jonnson v Cripple Creek Min Co. and allowed 
them to go over another term - I moved to dismiss 
for want of prosecution - refused & continued.  Got 
my other cases concluded, for the time being & am 
ready to go.  Left Ketchikan on the “N.W.” tonight 
late. 

-21st – 
Reached Wrangell at noon. 
Saw Gartley, Judge Thomas and others - Another 
case from Gartley. 

Diary 35, 1924 
October 22-23 

-22nd – 
Reached Juneau 630. 
Wrote short letter to Debbie & sent her papers etc. 

-23d- 
In office catching up with my mail. 
Received a telegram today from - 

Fairbanks, Alaska, Oct 22, 1924 
Honorable James Wickersham, Juneau. 
Shall take much pleasure in doing work outlined in 
your letter of October tenth, and shall be glad to 
receive documents at any time best thanks and 
kindest regards. 
R.S. Geoghegan. 
He refers to Russian matter in Biblio. 

Diary 35, 1924 
October 24-25 

-24th – 
Same as usual in office. 
Getting Index Cards for Russian items ready to 
express to Geoghegan at Fairbanks. 
Attended the funeral of W.W. Casey - a large 
funeral - business houses closed. 

-25th – 
Today forwarded to Richard H. Geoghegan, 
Fairbanks all my Russian cards, together with my 
Russian Catalogues etc, and other books from 
which to correct and make additional cards, if any. 
Also completed & forwarded to the World Book 
Pub. Co. at Yonkers - on - Hudson, N. Y. 

Diary 35, 1924 
October 25 

25 
the manuscript of “Pioneering Around Mount 
McKinley” etc with large photographic Album full of 
Mt. McKinley pictures, maps, and other data having 
relation to the great mountain:  Wrote them a letter 
concerning publication of menus - if they think it of 
sufficient interest, etc.  I am relieved to get this 
Mss. into their hands and hope they will publish it - 
after the style of “On Pacific Frontiers” by Rydell, - 
an excellent book. 
Hope to get Dummer to illustrate it, and Green to 
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edit the Mss. 

Diary 35, 1924 
October 26-27 

-26th – 
Sunday - Had Dan Sutherland, M.C. & Atty. Genl. 
John Rustgard to a Duck dinner at the Arcade 
Cafe. 
Rec’d letter this morning from Debbie. 
She reached Seattle in comfort, & visited with the 
Peoples and other friends. 

-27- 
At work on preparation of cases for term of Court 
beginning Nov. 19th. 
Politics warming up.  Roden has telegraphed 
challenge to Sutherland, Rustgard or Paul, joint 
debate etc.  He is mad, evidently, because Paul 
threw him over - He is in Cordova but wants 
speaking when boat in harbor at Juneau, 
Petersburg, Wrangell, & Ketchikan. 

Diary 35, 1924 
October 28-30 

-28th – 29th – 
Same as yesterday - in office. 

-30th – 
Spent the day in securing medical data about 
insanity of M. Suzuki, a Japanese, whom I must 
defend for the murder of Maggie Andrianoff, a 17 
year old girl, by shooting at Petersburg on July 
24th.  Had him examined by Dr. Borland, Dr. 
Dawes, and Douglas, optician by opthalmiscopic 
examination of the interior of the eye for evidences 
of syphilitic degeneracy - & we found it, in the 
highest degree.  I’II be obliged to base my defense 
on it - & hope thus to prevent hanging! 

Diary 35, 1924 
October 30 

-30th continued- 
Roden Democratic candidate for Atty Gen. and 
Paul, Rep. candidate for Legislature, had debate in 
the Palace Theater, at 3 oclock this afternoon.  The 
crowd seemed to think Roden had the best of it - 
which is not. surprising - but Paul deserved a 
licking for “rocking the boat,” in agreeing to support 
Roden & then going back on him - thus drawing 
public prejudice from both sides.  Of course I am 
for Rustgard - & think Roden is a thoroughly 
unreliable and dangerous man for Atty. Genl. 

Diary 35, 1924 
October 31- 
November 1 

-31st – 
Working on Suzuki case. 
Went to see “Covered Wagon” with Mrs. McKinnon 
& Mrs. Jaeger. 

-Nov. 1.- 
Preparing demurrers and objections! based on 
insanity to the Indictments against Suzuki.  Also 
preparing Instructions & reading Medical Juris-
prudence - on insanity. 

Sutherland to speak tonight at 8 oclock at Palace 
Theater. 
Later: Dan made the only speech of the evening - 
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no one else on the stage. 
Rather slow but nothing bad. Stated the campaign 
issues fairly and thoroughly denounced Robertson 
and Troy - and I quite agreed with him on both. 

Diary 35, 1924 
November 2-4 

-Nov. 2.- 
Sunday.  Slept late, worked in office some, took 
long walk & had Dan Sutherland to dinner, then we 
went to movie picture show! 

-3rd – 
Sutherlands opponents working hard to carry 
Juneau against him. 
Got a good fee today out of case - business 
holding up pretty good. 

-4th – 
Election Day:  It was a beautiful sunny day - clear 
and cool & Dan’s enemies did all the work.  Our 
people had no organization while the Catholics, 
Masons and Jews working together had things 

Diary 35, 1924 
November 4 

4 
their own way.  Every Republican Territorial official 
- Bone, Reed, Shoup & all their clerks & 
appointees were active for Boyle & Roden!  The 
Democratic candidates. 
The “Empire” has also worked the women to a 
frenzy by asserting that Paul - Indian candidate for 
the Legislature intends to force the Indian children 
into the schools - the public schools - if he wins! & 
it has resulted in the largest vote - according to 
present population! 
The vote in Juneau may reach 1200 - and Dan is 
frightened by the large vote & the feeling that it is 
against him & his friends. 

Diary 35, 1924 
November 4-5 

4 
Midnight - Enough returns are in to show that 
Sutherland is elected & probably Rustgard - Also 
Cooledge! 

-5th – 
Sutherland left on the early morning boat for 
Ketchikan & Washington.  H e was nervous and at 
times almost frightened at the threat of loss.  
Rustgard stands the rack better.  Returns tonight 
give both increasing majorities, - and both are 
elected. 
Recd. letter from Debbie this a.m. saying her left 
arm has given her great pain & is numb.  I am 
sending Darrell $500. with instructions to look after 
her carefully - also wrote her good letter. 

Diary 35, 1924 
November 6-7 

-6th – 
Strong “Taku wind” blowing. 
Election returns from Fairbanks, Nome etc. 
increasing Sutherland & Rustgards majorities.  The 
local legislative ticket is in doubt and it looks as if 
the Democrats have won the Legislature! 

-7th – 
In office as usual. 
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Majorities for Sutherland & Rustgard are growing. 
The Democrats were jubilant upon the first returns 
that they had defeated the Republican ticket in this 
division - but the Indian precincts are now coming 
in with such big vote for the Rep’s that it looks as if 
most of the latter will be elected. 

Diary 35, 1924 
November 8-10 

-8th – 
Working on the law in the case of U.S. v Suzuki - 
murder case.  Clear & cold. 

-9th – 
Sunday - nothing unusual. 
reading the new magazines. 

-10th – 
Same as usual in office. 
J.W. Cobb, is now beginning to feed the weight of 
the Tuppela trusteeship which at first brought him 
both profit and pleasure.  Tuppela is insane - 
incompetent, and his relatives are determined to 
prove him sane & force Cobb to give up the trust & 
then the money!  They 

Diary 35, 1924 
November 10-11 

10 
have come on from Minnesota - Anderson & his 
wife & Tuppela - to bring suit against Cobb to set 
aside the deed of trust, for an accounting, etc.  
Cobb seems half afraid of the suit, which he need 
not be if he is able to settle up, his accounts - 
which I think he is, of course.  Mrs. Anderson today 
threatened & abused him in public with a loud and 
unmelodious voice.  Cobb seems to want me to 
assist him. 

-11th – 
More Indian precincts raise the votes for Paul & it 
now looks as if he will beat the lowest Democrat - 
Jim Connors, for which the “Lord be praised!  I 
enjoy their acute suffering. 

Diary 35, 1924 
November 12 

-12th – 
Recd. from Clerk U.S. Supreme Court today a 
letter informing me the case of Alaska SS. Co. Pltf. 
in Error, v McHugh, Dept. in Error, is set for 
argument on the 
questions certified up by the Circuit Court of App. 
9th Ct. on February 23rd 1925 - & asking if I 
intended to ask for oral argument.  I entered an 
appearance & advised the Clerk I would not argue 
the case, orally - but only on brief.  I wrote to Boyle, 
Merritt & Boyle & requested them to serve their 
brief on or about Jany. 1, so as to give time to 
prepare and file my brief.  I am glad this case was 
not lost in the upper courts.  I hope to win it - as I 
ought! 

Diary 35, 1924 
November 13-14 

-13- 
Working in office as usual. 
John Rustgard and I alternate in paying for the 
dinners at the Arcade Restaurant - both of us are 
lonesome. 
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-14th – 
[clipping]  
 

EMPIRE, FRIDAY, NOV. 14, 1924. 
NEWSPAPERS SHOULD TELL THE TRUTH. 

About two weeks before the election The Empire 
reminded voters to beware of roorbacks that might 
be sprung just before election too late for denial.  
The roorback is one of the most despicable of 
political practices.  And the last campaign in Alaska 
was not free from the practice.  Witness the 
following from the Anchorage Alaskan, printed two 
days before election: 

Wherever Mr. Roden goes, the spectre of 
his political skeleton stalks beside him. This 
skeleton emerged when he was a member of 
the Alaska Senate from the Fourth Division. At 
that time the question of the Alaska Railroad 
was before Congress.  On or about the time of 
adjournment of the Alaska Senate all the 
Senators with the exception of one signed a 
memorial to Congress in effect that the 
Government owned railroad was not needed 
and that the people of Alaska did not want one. 

No such memorial was ever signed by Mr. Roden, 
or any other member of the Alaska Territorial 
Senate.  Mr. Roden, then of Iditarod, Mr. Tanner of 
Skagway, Mr. Tripp of Juneau, Mr. Millard of 
Valdez, Mr. Ray of Seward, Mr. Bruner and Mr. 
Freeding of Nome, all Senators in the First 
Territorial Legislature, signed a letter dated April 
13, 1913, addressed to the Secretary of the 
Interior, as follows: 

We are informed that it is a general opinion 
prevalent at Washington that the people of 
Alaska are unanimously in favor of a Federal 
Government owned, constructed and operated 
railroad in Alaska.   

The majority of the people, in our opinion,  
are opposed to the principal of Government 
Ownership. 

Diary 35, 1924 
November 14 

14 
It is true, however, that in order to prevent 

the depopulation of Alaska, we are in favor of 
any plan or system that will result in the imme-
diate construction of a trunk line railroad in 
Alaska, as an imperative necessity to the 
development of our vast mineral resources and 
extensive coal fields. We consider 
“transportation” the key to the present situation 
in Alaska. 

The people of Alaska, including those who wrote 
the letter, had endorsed the proposal for a 
Government owned, constructed and operated 
railroad.  Word came from Washington that 
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members of Congress thought the movement in 
Alaska was one in favor of the principle of 
Government ownership and as the majority 
sentiment in Congress was opposed to 
Government ownership there was opposition to the 
Alaska project on that account. The Senators 
referred to wrote the letter to make it plain that they 
were not advocating the principle of Government 
ownership but favored a Government railroad as a 
development proposition, and as the only way to 
get a railroad. 

Only a short time before this letter was written 
then Delegate Wickersham wrote a letter in which 
he said he was opposed to a Government railroad 
as a matter of principle.  He, too, finally supported 
the Government railroad, and made a fine fight for 
it, because he, as everybody else had come to 
know, knew that there was no chance to get any 
other kind of a railroad. 

We do not believe there is a sound economist 
anywhere who has been a thoughtful student of 
Alaskan development who would not approve of all 
that Mr. Roden and the others who signed the 
letter did. 

It is worthy of note that Mr. Roden was in 
Washington before the passage of the Government 
Railroad Bill, and he helped to boost the measure. 
The Empire and Mr. Roden do not agree on some 
of the Alaska issues, and we could not support his 
recent platform, but he has no political skeleton 
and proved it by challenging his adversaries to 
meet him in debate.  His adversaries know it.  They 
refused to meet him. 
 
Roden, with the “Seven Slippery Senators” was 
hanged in effigy at Cordova, & denounced so along 
the Tanana Valley that he dared not come home till 
the storm abated! 

Diary 35, 1924 
November 14 

14 
As to the story that Roden helped to boost the Ry. 
bill - this is the first time I ever heard it claimed.  
Certainly there is nothing in the official hearings, 
reports or proceedings in regard to the Ry. bill 
which supports the claim.  Henry’s letter with the 
“Slippery Seven” was put in the Congressional 
Record by Scott Ferris of Oklahoma, who led the 
bitter fight in opposition to the Ry. bill, as a proof 
that even the people of Alaska were not in favor of 
the Government Appropriation - while I declared in 
favor of it in my first platform in 1908, & drew & 
introduced the bill! 

Diary 35, 1924 
November 15-16 

-15th – 
Same as usual in office. 
Attended Catholic Bazaar tonight - had as my 
guests at the Turkey dinner Atty Genl Rustgard & 
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Supt. Pioneers Home, Teddy Kettleson. 
-16- 

Sunday - sick all day with cold. 
Had dinner with Gov. Theile, at his residence - 
present also Mr. Kettleson, Winn Goddard & friend 
of Gov. Thieles whose name I’ve forgotten, & 
myself, and the baby & Mrs. Sorby.  Earls whole 
life seems to center in the boy - who is growing up 
to be a handsome active fellow. 

Diary 35, 1924 
November 17-18 

-17- 
Assisted John H. Cobb to bring 2 cases - one in 
court -against Grover C. Winn & Gust Anderson, in 
the matter of the Tuppela trust.  They started in to 
“do” Cobb, but he is active & vigorous &, I think, 
too wise for such stupid fellows. 
Also working today on Suzuki case - Jap, accused 
of murder of Maggie Andrianoff at Petersburg. 

-18- 
As usual in office: Filed papers in U.S. v. Suzuki, 
for witnesses at U.S. expense. 
This is a very interesting case of Murder - defense 
hereditary syphilis - inducing insanity. 

Diary 35, 1924 
November 19 

-19- 
Court met today in regular session - nothing doing 
except getting Grand Jury. 
Good letter from Darrell - says his mother has gone 
on to L.A. 
Late returns from Yakutat show Wm L. Paul’s 
election to the Legislature over Jim Conners, & the 
Democrats & their Republican supporters in 
Juneau are now threatening contest. 
Had a long talk with Paul tonight and pointed out 
remedies under the U.S. Civil Rights laws, and 
gave him advice about how to act etc. 
Loaned him my Rowell on contested elections. 

Diary 35, 1924 
November 20 

-20th – 
The SS. Northwestern came in from westward.  
Ralph Merrill on board - has been doing 
prospecting on Port Wells mines since May - not 
finished but says it is satisfactory & will return next 
year. 
My old Hope-Sunrise friend Jack Renner, came in 
on same boat, & stopped off for 2 weeks visit in 
Juneau.  Had him & Tom. Ashby, both 1887 
Argonauts on the Yukon, to dinner & greatly 
enjoyed their talk of the Yukon early days, at 40 
Mile etc. and then Renners stories of life on and 
around Turnagain arm since 1895. 

Diary 35, 1924 
November 21 

-21st – 
I am writing a letter to the Pres. on the subject of 
the Qualifications Needed in a Governor of Alaska.  
I am going to try to get before him the necessity for 
appointing a big man - a General Woods - or some 
man who is a real organizer and developer - and 
not some mere damn politician - some misfit and 
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incompetent. 
If I can get the President to Stop, Look and Listen -
he may give Alaska a real governor - otherwise the 
Territory will stagnate during his term as during the 
Harding’s. 

Diary 35, 1924 
November 22-23 

-22- 
Attended court - trying to get cases ready for trial.  
Dinner with Kettleson, Supt. Pioneers home, Sitka. 
Dr. Alfred H. Brooks, Alaskan geologist, died in 
Washington.  Brooks was a great geologist, a good 
man, and his death is a real loss to Alaska. 

-23rd – 
Am completing my letter to the President in respect 
to “qualification needed in a governor for Alaska”.  
Sunday.  Letter from Debbie today - she is in better 
health thank God. 
Much business mail. 

Diary 35, 1924 
November 24-25 

-24- 
Working in office as usual. 
Have my letter to President done. 

-25- 
Finished my letter to the President urging him to 
appoint a big man - a Cecil Rhodes - Governor of 
Alaska, and sent it with a personal letter to Hon. 
Albert Johnson, M.C. from Washington state, 
asking him first to read it & then deliver it to the 
President & ask him to read it.  It is bread cast 
upon the waters - maybe a shark will get it - and 
may be the President will read it - anyway its done. 

Diary 35, 1924 
November 26 

-26th – 
Busy day in the office. 
The SS. Yukon is in tonight form the west with a 
good many interior people on board - Geo. 
Hutchinson of the 1st Nat. Bank Fairbanks & 
others.  They are all optimistic about conditions & 
declare that Cleary, Goldstream & all other old 
creeks are now to be worked on big scale by big 
companies who are buying up the claims & will 
bring in a big ditch etc.  It all sounds good and I 
hope its true.  I still have 4 placer claims left - and 
1/4 int. in 10 quartz claims! 

Diary 35, 1924 
November 27-29 

-27th – 
Thanksgiving Day. 
Worked in office on Libel in Akutan Case. 
Dinner alone at Mrs. Hookers dining rooms - good 
dinner. 

-28- 
Working in office as usual. 

-29- 
Working in office - also in court.  Getting Suzuki 
case ready for trial.  The U.S. Atty. has offered if 
Suzuki will plead guilty to the second degree of 
Murder, to accept that plea and let him go to the 
penitentiary for life - with whatever hopes go with 
that sentence.  The killing of Maggie Andrianoff 
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Diary 35, 1924 
November 29 

29 
by Suzuki was so horrible a crime, so unprovoked 
and without excuse that nothing but a successful 
plea of insanity – and strong proof can save him 
from the gallows, and I want to give him the chance 
– the opportunity to hear the offer and to choose 
what he will do.  But Valentine, the Japanese 
Consul, who employed me to defend him, objects 
to his being told of the offer or given any chance to 
consider it urging as his reason that we are sure to 
prevent his hanging so its not necessary, etc.  I 
cannot see it that way, so when we went up to talk 
to 

Diary 35, 1924 
November 29-30 

29 
Suzuki this afternoon I insisted on telling the Jap 
about the offer & Valentine vigorously objected.  
Anyway, in spite of his objections I did tell Suzuki 
about it.  Valentine grew very angry at my action – 
and the end is not yet.  If he fools with this mans 
life more I shall go to Judge Reed with the matter 
and see that he gets the offer in a more public way. 

-30th – 
Sunday.  Working in the office on a letter to the 
Atty. Genl. U.S. about the Lynch tide land case at 
Ketchikan. 

Diary 35, 1924 
December 1 

Dec. 1st 1924 
Spent the day in court assisting Cobb in the 
Lepesto Case.  Am preparing my letter to the 
Attorney General of the United States for the 
Ketchikan Indians complaining of the whites taking 
possession of their lands at the mouth of Ketchikan 
Creek. 

-2nd – 
Spent day in court assisting Cobb in Lepesto case. 
Am sending copy of my letter to the Atty. Genl. 
U.S. to Chas. H. Miller Dept. U.S. Dist. Atty. at 
Ketchikan for verification of facts, etc. 
Writing to Debbie on tonight boat. 

Diary 35, 1924 
December  

3d 
Jury decided against Cobb & gave the deft. 
[defendant] judgment for $497500 
Busy in office as usual. 

-4th – 
Busy days in court business. 
Am interested in two Admiralty cases – and 
preparing for the trial of Suzuki next week.  Cant 
get Valentine to consent to let the Jap plead guilty 
to a second degree offense and take imprisonment 
for life.  I do not of course insist on it for I am of 
opinion that he will not get more on a trial – but I 
am not sure, and the method offered by the Dist. 
Atty. is sure. 

Diary 35, 1924 
December 5-6 

-5th – 
Busy in office – as usual. 
Preparing Will etc. for Sharick. 

J:\hist_docs\wickersham\ASL-MS0107-6-35.doc 



Alaska State Library - Historical Collections, PO Box 110571, Juneau AK 99811-0571 
Diary of James Wickersham. May 17th, 1923 to Feb. 27, 1925. 
MS 107 BOX 6 DIARY 35 
 

-6th – 
A busy day in arguing motion for new trial in 
Lepesto case, & exceptions to Libel & Stipulations 
in Akutan admiralty case,  also other matters.  Also 
prepared Will Deeds, etc. for I.J. Sharick, merchant 
& his wife, Flora.  A Mrs. Jeannette Wakeham was 
a witness with me to the papers.  Old man Sharick 
is 75 years old, and has two divorced wives & a 
flock of hostile children waiting for his death, to 
fight! 

Diary 35, 1924 
December 7-8 

-7- 
Sunday.  A heavy snow storm fills the streets.  
Looks like Christmas.  Drew answers in Lynch 
case. 

-8- 
U.S. Marshal told us this morning that he Japanese 
witness from Seattle did not appear on SS. Rogers 
at Ketchikan & I spent good part of the day in 
preparing affidavits & motion for postponement of 
the trial in the Suzuki case – but when the boat 
came into Juneau tonight the witness was on 
board!  Had conference in my office with all the 
witnesses for defense & also had doctors examine 
his eyes again today. 

Diary 35, 1924 
December 9-10 

-9th – 
Working with the witnesses and on pleadings, etc. 
in getting ready to try the Suzuki case tomorrow.  
Defense is insanity, and a forlorn hope, though a 
good & truthful one.  He shot Maggie Andreanoff at 
Petersburg – without motive or cause – and was at 
the time insane – caused by hereditary insanity, 
brought on by hereditary syphilis with other irritants 
– which induced a “brain storm.” 

-10- 
Suzuki case goes over till tomorrow.  Sent my letter 
to Atty. Genl. about Ketchikan Indian conditions in 
mail today:  Also copies to Sutherland and the 
Secretary of Interior. 

Diary 35, 1924 
December 10-11 

-10th – continued. 
Tom Rice & Mrs. Ellen Amy Hogue, of Petersburg, 
were married in my office this evening by Rev. C.E. 
Rice Episcopal Minister.  Tom is an old pioneer & 
Mrs. H. is an Indian woman.  Toms name is Thos. 
L. Risce – and not just plain Rice! 

-11th – 
First days trial of Suzuki case.  We only got eleven 
jurors – yet, and will complete jury tomorrow – if 
the court does not sustain my demurrer to the 
Indictment.  Glorious winter night – big round moon 
– the spruce trees ornamented with snow like 
Christmas trees – a good evening to walk - & I 
enjoyed it. 

Diary 35, 1924 
December 12-14 

-12- 
Another day in trial of Suzuki - Stormy at times - 
but generally quit - its a bad case. 
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-13- 
Another hard day in trial of Suzuki for the murder of 
Maggie Andrianoff - Prosecution still introducing 
evidence - goes over till Monday. 

-14th – 
Sunday - Drs. Dawes, Borland & Rogers, 
Optometrist Douglass, Valentine, Frank, Saito, 
Morton & I held long conference in my office in 
relation to testimony to be given in Suzuki case. 
Suzuki talks to guards - crazy. 

Diary 35, 1924 
December 15 

-15- 
Another day spent in Suzuki case - we are putting 
in our testimony, and doing pretty well at it too.  Dr. 
Dawes our leading expert physician made a perfect 
case for us, so far as it goes on the question of 
insanity.  Still there is so much prejudice against 
the Jap. defendant that anything may happen.  Got 
a Christmas box from Debbie of stuffed dates & 
figs.  She knows my weakness - that the way to my 
heart is through the stomach 

Diary 35, 1924 
December 16 

-16th – 
Another very hard day in Suzuki case. 
Finished the evidence for the defense and we have 
made a good defense - but it is such an atrocious 
murder that I fear nothing can save the crazy Jap 
from the gallows -although we have so much the 
best of the evidence of insanity - our defense - that 
we have a lawful right to the verdict on that ground.  
A jury, however, always wants to make the final 
decision in such cases, and is always loath to 
leave any duty to be performed by another - even 
the judge - and for that reason will probably insist 
on finding the defendant Guilty, & either hanging 
him or giving him life imprisonment. 

Diary 35, 1924 
December 17 

-17th – 
Finished evidence early today in U.S. v Suzuki, 
and argued case to Jury – Gave 2 hours, I /2 hour 
& Shoup 1 1/2 hours. 9. p.m.  Jury returned verdict 
Murder 1st degree without capital punishment - 
which means life imprisonment.  I think that is the 
very best verdict that can ever be obtained for him 
& shall advise to let it stand. 
My, but I am tired tonight.  Its been a hard struggle 
& I feared a worse fate for the Jap. - & if he is sane 
he served the worst fate - hanging! 

Diary 35, 1924 
December 18-20 

-18th – 
Busy with correspondence etc. 
Wrote Christmas letters to Debbie & Darrell - on 
tonights boat. 

-19th – 
Same as yesterday - in office. 
Getting court work concluded. 
Taku wind blowing - clear and cold. 

-20th – 
Some arguments in court today on law questions - 
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Busy in catching up with law matters which were 
necessarily neglected during trials last 10 days - 
Clear, cold, bright weather. 

Diary 35, 1924 
December 21-22 

-21st – 
Have been reading (& just finished) Part I. of the 
Austin Papers, (Texas) printed in Ann Rept. Am. 
Hist. Assoc. 1919, also concluding second Vol. of 
“Innocence Aboard” by Mark Twain.  A beautiful 
winter day, clear & cold.  Spent an hour with my 
friend Karl Theile, Acting Gov. & had a cheerful 
visit with his young son.  Also worked in office 
getting ready some business for the court 
tomorrow. 

-22- 
Getting business in office closed so I can go to 
Seattle on N. W. on Jan. 31st. 

Diary 35, 1924 
December 23-24 

-23rd – 
Recd. letter from Albert Johnson M.C. Washington, 
saying he had received and read my letter to the 
President about giving Alaska a Big Man for Gov. - 
that he had attended to delivering it, but that he 
almost despaired of securing results on account of 
inability of our Govt. to properly govern non-
contiguous Territory! 
Anyway I’ve Tried! and will try again. 

-24th – 
Telegram from Santa Barbara Cal. saying that J.H. 
Cobb died there of heart failure - a sad Christmas 
for poor Mrs. Cobb & Lang. 

Diary 35, 1924 
December 24-25 

-24th continued. 
Cobbs death leave his litigation, wherein I appear 
for him - in bad shape.  In the Tuppela cases his 
son is named Trustee in case Cobb dies, and that 
may be done to assist in closing the cases. 

-25- 
Christmas Day - a find clear winter day - beautiful 
winter weather & an ideal Christmas Day!  Slept till 
noon - in office & took a walk.  We had a fine 
Christmas Tree in the Zynda Hotel last evening - 
everybody seemed happy but to me its been a 
slow and uninteresting day - no family to assist me 
in the enjoyment. 

Diary 35, 1924 
December 26 

-26th – 
I sent a telegram of condolence to Lang Cobb & his 
mother - and received a reply today asking me to 
come to Santa Barbara on business connected 
with the Tuppella matter.  Replied I was coming to 
Seattle & suggested he meet me there. 
Have heard that John W. Frame was seated at 
Nat. Com. from Alaska, - he is in Washington D.C. 
- and that Senator Butler of Mass. Chairman Nat. 
Com. would support him.  If so its a blow at the 
power of Gov. Bone & his followers. 
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Diary 35, 1924 
December 26-27 

26 
Apparently Lang Cobb wishes me to attend to 
these Tuppela cases, and by reason of his fathers 
death and the loss of his testimony it will be a hard 
fight on the facts. 

-27- 
As usual in office. 
Heard today that Shoup, Dist. Atty. will be a 
candidate for U.S. Dist. Judge in 3rd Division - 
Ritchie will not be a candidate for reappointment!  
The story was somewhat supported by the further 
statement that Gore is to go into private practice!  
Also informed Duggan, Dist Atty in 3rd Div. will also 
be a candidate for Judge! 

Diary 35, 1924 
December 28-30 

-28th – 
Sunday.  Beautiful clear winter weather. 

-29th – 
Busy in office closing up business & getting ready 
to go to Seattle on boat tomorrow night. 

-30th – 
Paid all my bills & left Juneau at 10 p.m. on 
“Northwestern” for Seattle. 
Presented my Act. against Valentine, including 
$1000 for defending Suzuki - but he did nothing - 
maybe he wants to go over his acts.  He owes me 
$873. to Jany 1, ‘25 according to my books. 

Diary 35, 1924 
December 31 

Dec. 31st 
Saw Mrs. Hogue at wharf at Petersburg - more 
trouble with Cornelius about the “Trygve”  Arness 
got on board to go to Seattle with me - Went to 
Johnny Grants hotel in Wrangell - visited with 
friends for an hour - congratulated Judge Thomas 
& new bride. 
Raining.  Wm. J. Paul is on board - had long talk 
with him about political situation. 
Saw Father Munroe - Wrangell, Bob Staples & 
wife, miners from Goldstream, Fairbanks on board 
- sold out - going outside. 

Diary 35, 1925 
January 1-2 

January 1, 1925. 
“Northwestern” in Ketchikan very early - Bob & 
Mrs. Hickman & some Univ. of Wash, students 
came aboard & off we went south. 

2nd  
Crossed Queen Charlotte Sound. 

-Jany 3.- 
Arrived in Seattle this evening at 3:30 - went to rye 
Hotel.  Letters from Debbie & Darrell & a Christmas 
present.  Went to Metropolitan Theater - a beautiful 
new one - and was greatly pleased with “Blossom 
Time” - a musical play. 
Bob Staples & wife, from Fairbanks, having sold 
out the Goldstream placers to the Co. are on their 
way “outside” after 21 years mining on Goldstream. 
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Diary 35, 1925 
January 4 

-4th – 
Took a walk & went out on the street car to see my 
lots on Phinney St.  Now that Mother is gone I do 
not care to go to Buckley.  Jen is in Los Angeles - 
no one is at home - so I remained in the hotel & 
rested & read the Jan. Harper’s 
Sent night letter telegrams to Debbie informing her 
of my arrival & to Lang Cobb asking him to come to 
Seattle & bring books, accounts & data in the law 
cases which confront the Cobbs at Juneau. 

Diary 35, 1925 
January 5 

-5th – 
Spent most of day in Alden’s office on Arness case 
- Arness present - getting facts clear. 
Also sent Darrell his bonds & Ry. stocks, and cut 
my coupons & cashed them & got my finances in 
Dexter Horton Nat. Bank arranged. 
Arness case will be carefully gone over tonight by 
Allen & we will take up in consultation in the 
morning.  Debbie sent me two more ties for a New 
Years gift. 
Went to theater tonight & saw the movie play “The 
Last Man on Earth” & laughed. 

Diary 35, 1925 
January 6-7 

-6th – 
Consultation this morning with Allen and Arness - 
on Arness case.  Also with Waddell & Martin about 
“Akutan” case.  Spent part of day in Law Library 
working on McHugh brief for U.S. Sup. Ct.  Wrote a 
long letter to Lang Cobb about Tuppella Trust & 
Cobbs cases. 
Went out 7 miles - beyond the University with Allen 
&. had dinner & talked Alaska books - then he 
brought me in to the Street Car. 

-7th – 
Working on brief in McHugh case for Sup. Ct. U.S.  
Dinner at new Olympic Hotel with Mrs. Boole. 

Diary 35, 1925 
January 8-10 

-8th – 
Working on brief in McHugh case.  Am cursed with 
a new “bad cold. 

-9th – 
After much telegraphing and letter writing with 
Lang Cobb, at Santa Barbara, Cal, I am just in 
receipt of a telegram from Mrs. Cobb saying he 
cannot accept continuation of trusteeship of 
Tuppela property and asking me to come to S.B. to 
consult with her. 
I will go Sunday night - if nothing happens to 
prevent it. 

-10th – 
Finished my brief in McHugh case & Bob. 
McChesney is 

Diary 35, 1925 
January 10-11 

10 
printing it for me.  Had lunch today with Frank 
Cotter & again urged him to 
write a book on “Alaskan Bear Stories” - he is the 
best “bar story” man I know. 
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I am invited to make a 30 minute talk about Alaska 
before the municipal league on Tuesday! & like a 
goose I accepted. 

-11th – 
Rainy Sunday. Slept till noon - took walk. Went to 
“Liberty” and greatly enjoyed “North of 36” - 
Emerson Houghs cow story. 
Going to Tacoma tomorrow. 

Diary 35, 1925 
January 12 

-12- 
Busy Monday - Went over to Tacoma at 8 a.m. and 
spent an hour with W.P. Hopping & Co. getting my 
accounts - etc. straightened out - then back to 
Seattle for lunch - Read proof on my Brief in 
McHugh case in Sup. Ct. U.S. - ready tomorrow.  
Visited Allen office in Arness case & Martin’s office 
in 3 cases.  
Gov. & Mrs. Strong came to the hotel to call on me 
& I invited them to dinner with me at New Olympic 
hotel tomorrow evening - they accepted.  The 
Seattle Municipal News of Jan. 10. has 
announcement of my talk of 13th before Municipal 
League. 

Diary 35, 1925 
January 13 

-13th – 
Went to lunch with the Municipal League. Edw. W. 
Allen, Pres. at Frye Hotel & spoke half an hour on 
“Alaska’s value to Seattle.”  Nothing much though 
the Leaguers seemed to think it was satisfactory.  
At Allens office on Arness case - agreement for 
fees with Allen & Arness.  At Martins office on 
Dobbins, “Virginia 1” & “Akutan” 
cases. 
Had Gov & Mrs. Strong to dinner at Olympic Hotel - 
saw the Hickmans, B.M. Behrends, Faulkner & 
dozens of Alaskans in the Olympic.  Left for Cal at 
11:45. 

Diary 35, 1925 
January 14-15 

-14th – 
Portland - and across Oregon today. 

-15th – 
Reached San Francisco at 10:30 
Darrell met me at the Ferry & took me home - 
Lunch with him & Jane, both well & happy and glad 
to see me.  Went to see his new office - in the new 
bldg. at the Ins. Co. of N.A. on Sansome St. & then 
went over to call on Howard Turner - of Circle, 
Fbks etc.  Walked uptown - staid an hour in 
bookstore.  Dinner with Jane & Darrell & took the 
“Padre” night train for Santa Barbara. 

Diary 35, 1925 
January 16 

-16th – 
Woke up in Santa Barbara - Lang Cobb met me - 
went to “Cabrillo” Hotel - After cleaning off the dust 
& breakfast went out with Lang to see Mrs. Cobb - 
her sister Mrs. Shumacher, of Wichita, Kansas, is 
with her.  We had conference about Mrs. Cobb 
trust estate - the Tuppela property - and I advised 
them generally - we then went to their bank, the 
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Pres. recommended a Mr. Fish as accountant & at 
my suggestion they employed him to prepare a 
final accounting of Mr. Cobb with that trust.  He 
went over the books, etc. - and will begin 

Diary 35, 1925 
January 16-17 

16 
the work tomorrow at 1. p.m.  Took an automobile 
ride around S.B. with Lang, his mother & her sister. 

-17- 
Went out to Mrs. Cobb’s for lunch & was then when 
Fish began his work on accounting.  I am relieved 
that there are so many evidences of the account to 
work on - an original book act. kept by Mr. Cobb, 
and his check book stubs, cancelled checks, etc. 
etc. 
Took the 230 p.m. local time for Los Angeles - 
arrived at 6.p.m. & went by taxi to Garland Hall 
Hotel.  Debbie waiting for me & it was a happy 
meeting. 
She is quite strong - & happy. 

Diary 35, 1925 
January 18 

-18- 
My sister Jennie called for us at 11 a.m. with her 
auto car & we went for a long ride - to San Gabriel 
Mission Church -and then to the San Fernando 
Mission Church etc. 
We called to see Edgar & Lizzie, but they had gone 
for an auto ride - After a long day of sightseeing & 
riding we came back & had dinner with Jennie.  
Helen had prepared the dinner for us - and it was 
well done - excellently done.  George Hanson, 
Helen’s cousin, was there. 
We are going riding tomorrow - to Riverside etc. 

Diary 35, 1925 
January 19-20 

-19- 
Jennie took Debbie & me for a long ride - over to 
Pasadena where we visited Edgar & Lizzie & 
thence to San Bernardino, Riverside & back home 
in the evening. 

-20- 
Today we went to Huntington Beach to see Eddie 
Suter & wife - & thence to San Pedro, to see 
Mildred - who was not home - thence back to L.A. 
to dinner. 
Mrs. St George came to see us & spent the 
evening. Telephone from Lang Cobb & I will go 
north on first train in the morning. 

Diary 35, 1925 
January 20-21 

20 
[clipping] 
The Morning Press, Sunday, Jan 18, 1925  

Alaskan Shatters Popular  
Conception of Northern Life 

“There are more furs worn in the movies than 
there are in all Alaska.” 

This was point No. 1 in a discussion of popular 
conception of Eskimo land last night by James 
Wickersham, Juneau lawyer, holder of high offices 
in the arctic commonwealth. 
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“The actual resident smiles every time he reads a 
story of his home country,” said Mr. Wickersham at 
the Carrillo hotel. “When he sees a movie about it 
he laughs out 
loud.” 

Mr. Wickersham is qualified to speak.  For 25 
years he has lived in Alaska, and has served as 
United States district judge at Fairbanks and Nome 
and as a delegate from the territory to Congress for 
eight years.  He took part in the great Fairbanks 
gold rush in 1903, when the nearby mountains 
yielded $70,000,000, was instrumental in building 
the $65,000,000 Alaskan railway, and has large 
holdings in the rapidly developing territory. 

Igloos Scarce 
Ice igloos, fur-clad heroes dashing across the 

wastes on dog sleds, and other popular ideas were 
shattered in his account of the land. 

“The climate of Sitka is about the same as 
Washington, D.C.,” he said, “except that it is more 
equable-cooler in the summer and warmer in the 
winter.  To picture people going around attired in 
furs is absurd.  We just wear ordinary overcoats 
like people in the States, and are just as 
comfortable. 

“When one goes into the interior he puts on a 
parkie, a thick denim shirt with a hood.  This is 
worn over his regular clothes, or more frequently, 
regular clothes minus the coat. 

Autos Popular 
“The idea that everybody has his dog sledge is 

ridiculous. There are more automobiles in Alaska 
than there are dog sledges.  In Fairbanks alone, a 
town of 3000, there are 150 cars. 

“The ice house of the Eskimo is another thing 
that is almost fiction.  When an Eskimo is fishing or 
is caught out in the cold country he will sometimes 
build a temporary shelter of ice. 

“But these are not their regular quarters as is 
popularly supposed. They live chiefly underground 
in burrows arched with wood and lighted by 
windows of seal intestines. It is also a mistake to 
say the Eskimos live on whale blubber.  Walrus, 
seals and bears form most of their actual diet. 

“The Eskimos are a simple, childlike people of 
great honesty.  They learn English slowly and 
seem to adopt none of the white man’s ways 
except to drink whiskey.” 

Mr. Wickersham is staying in Santa Barbara a 
few days on business.  He is glad that since his 
last term in congress erpired he can spend most of 
his time in his northern home. 
“I wouldn’t live anywhere else,” he said. 

-21- 
Off to Santa Barbara at 8 a.m. 
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Went to Cobb - business attended to - lunch with 
Cobbs, Mrs. Shumacher & Mrs. Bob. Taylor, of 
Fairbanks. 
Left Santa Barbara for S. F. at 930 on “Padre”. 

Diary 35, 1925 
January 22 

-22nd – 
Arrived S.F. 9 am, went to Darrells - left my 
baggage -down to office. 
Darrell went with me to get tickets to Seattle for 
tonight. Called on Howard Turner - at A.C. Co. 
office, Sansome St., thence to Joe Murphy’s offices 
– met Manley, Bruening of 1st Nat. Bank in early 
Fairbanks days.  Bill McPhee came in - took Bill & 
Bruening to lunch - talk early days. 
Had long conference in afternoon with Daugherty - 
Pulp & Paper - in re Thomas Bay project - dinner 
with Darrell & Jane - left S.F. on 1145 train for 
Seattle. 

Diary 35, 1925 
January 23-25 

-23- 
Across Oregon. 

-24- 
In Portland this morning at 8. arrived in Seattle at 
240 p.m. 
Room Frye Hotel - letters from office - nothing 
startling.  Card from Gov & Mrs. Strong - no 
telephone number. 

-25- 
Catching a Seattle cold!  Sunday. Gov & Mrs. 
Strong came down to talk about their home-buying 
troubles - will go to an attorney with them tomorrow 
- Worked on details of my income Tax Act.  John 
W. Frame called - Took short walk. 

Diary 35, 1925 
January 26-27 

-26- 
Busy arranging Arness case with Allen & admiralty 
cases with Martin.  Sent Debbie $200.00 

-27- 
Over to Tacoma - Made and filed my Income Tax 
Act. U.S.  Visited Dr. Bell, oculist, and invested 
$500. more in the Tac. Savings & loan Assoc. - 
Hoppings Bank. 
Back to Seattle & attended a meeting of Cosmos 
Club - and heard Allens paper on Alaska read & 
discussed - joined in the discussion-the usual list of 
platitudes by men who had “just heard it for the first 
time”! 

Diary 35, 1925 
January 28 

-28- 
Went over to Tacoma this morning.  Consulted 
Hopping etc. about a loan for Lockie McKinnon - no 
success.  Went out to Museum & visited Bonney - 
got 2 Vols. Handbook of Am. Indians.  Dr. Bell 
examined my eyes & gave me prescription for new 
glasses. 
Saw Geo. Kandle & other old friends - am invited 
back on Friday to a dinner (lunch) by Hopping, 
Winder Harshberger, Bonney, etc. will go. 
Back to Seattle.  John W. Frame Rep. Nat. Com. 
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from Alaska in & we talked politics.  I gave him a 
written endorsement directed to Atty Gen. U.S. 
favoring Al. White, for U.S. Marshal in Alaska - 
generally. 

Diary 35, 1925 
January 28 

-28th continued. 
John is going on to Washington tonight, to fight 
Bone, etc. and to assist his own friends to secure 
appointments in Alaska from Coolidge!  He talks to 
me about the Governorship - but I refused to be 
considered and told him so, plainly.  In the first 
place there is no chance for my appointment, and 
secondly I really do not want it.  I have other things 
that interest me more - but John & his friends want 
to form an organized front - and think they need me 
- hence their suggestions! 

Diary 35, 1925 
January 29-30 

-29th – 
Conference this morning with Van Orsdal & 
Couthrim Atty. about legal quality of Forestry pulp 
& paper timber contract, etc. - also with Allen.  
Went out to Providence Hospital to see Senator 
Hunt who is there sick - secured blank application 
for Sons of Am. Rev, from Col Beals. 
Busy as a bee all day. 

-30th – 
Over to Tacoma:  Saw Nan & asked her to give me 
some data in regard to joining Sons of Am. Rev!  
Had a fine lunch with Hopping, Bonney, Winden, 
Harshberger, Lister, and the Editor of the Tacoma 
paper - at Tacoma Hotel. 

Diary 35, 1925 
January 30 

30th continued. 
It was a fine lunch & I greatly enjoyed it.  Got my 
new glasses from Optician - Back to Seattle -Mrs. 
Patterson - Mathison - called - prepared papers for 
her divorce & consultation about the suit of 
Matheson Est. v National Surety Co. 
Winter S. Martin, attorney in “Virginia I.” and 
“Akutan” admiralty cases in which I am Alaska 
Attorney called me as I was retiring to say he was 
subpoenaed to Washington in the cases against 
Senator Wheelen & I must attend to admiralty 
cases. 
Leave for Juneau in the morning at 9. a.m. in 
“Alameda.” 

Diary 35, 1925 
January 31 

-31st – 
Got up in time for a good bath and a hearty 
breakfast -settled my bills & was at the dock early.  
Gartley of Wrangell gave me a package for W.D. 
Grant, Wrangell. There was a good big crowd of 
friends to see the boat off and to bid us adieu - it 
seemed like Klondike days again.  Our passenger 
list mounted to more than 150 persons.  George 
Hazelett of Cordova, my former opponent for 
Governor is on board & we set at the same dining 
table - pleasantly.  Had a long sleep this afternoon 
- am reading Harper’s for February.  Weather is 
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fine and promise of a quiet trip. 

Diary 35, 1925 
February 1 

Sunday February 1st 1925 
The “Alameda” crossed Queen Charlotte’s Sound 
this morning, and tonight - in a snow storm, we are 
making good time northward, with a promise of 
reaching Ketchikan early tomorrow morning.  Have 
read Scribner’s and Harper’s Magazines for 
February, and tonight I have carefully re-read 
“Chromite of Kenai Peninsula, by A.C. Gill. being 
Geological Bulletin No. 742.  I had a talk with Van 
Orsdal, in Seattle, and sought to interest him in 
aiding me in acquiring title to iron mines in and 
around Cooks Inlet, and am engaged in studying 
that literature for that reason. 

Diary 35, 1925 
February 2 

-2nd – 
The Alameda tied up at the Ketchikan wharf at 8 
oclock this morning. One half of our passengers 
left us here.  Wrangell at 9 p.m. Judge Thomas 
informed me he would be 
a candidate for governor of Alaska: - while I did not 
attempt to discourage him from the effort, I told him 
I could not oppose Cash Cole, and had written a 
letter to the President suggesting the necessary 
qualifications for a Governor at this time - and that I 
would not be a candidate. 
Wm F. Paul called at the boat at Ketchikan to talk 
about a contest, which his enemies are threatening 
- over his election as Rep. in the Legislature! 

Diary 35, 1925 
February 3 

-3rd – 
Petersburg this morning - 4 feet of snow on the 
wharf and streets.  Juneau at 8 p.m. and town 
covered 4ft deep in snow and still snowing.  
Everything back in my Zynda Hotel room - no mail 
of importance except a very agreeable letter from 
the Asst. Atty. Genl. U.S.A. about data in my letter 
to him for the Ketchikan Indians in regard to 
conditions on Indian lands there. 
Much fear that the “George Jr.” - the mail boat is 
lost -10 days overdue - with one passenger, and 
small crew. Weather warm - snowing. 

Diary 35, 1925 
February 4-5 

-4th – 
In the office at work. Am much disappointed that 
my cards for the Biblio. are not copied in full - and 
Morton gave notice he had been offered a better 
job - as I’ll have to finish up the work.  Answering 
correspondence, paying bills etc. 
Snowing - warm & slippery. 

-5- 
Lynn Smith, my old Yukon river friend, came to see 
me.  Stopped over one boat.  I gave him a letter to 
John W. Frame - in Wash. D.C. & a strong 
recommendation for apt. as U.S. Marshal in 4th 
Div. 
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Diary 35, 1925 
February 6-8 

-6th – 
Same as yesterday - just working. 

-7- 
Same as yesterday, just working. 
Filed Motion, Affid. etc. for substitution of E. L. 
Cobb, instead of his father in the Tuppela trustee 
cases. 

-8th – 
Sunday - Dinner this evening with Lockie & Mrs. 
McKinnon. Dour mutual friend, Walstein G. Smith, 
Ter. Treas. was present & we had an excellent 
dinner. 

Received letter from sister Nan, for completing  
my application from the Sons of the American 
Revolution as the descendant of Thomas Sims of 
North Carolina. 

Diary 35, 1925 
February 9-11 

-9th – 
New filing cases for office arrived and we have 
been arranging same today - Working on Cobb & 
Lynch cases.  The snow is growing deeper each 
day and the streets resembled those of Valdez.  
Wrote Debbie a nice letter tonight. 

-10- 
Busy in court this forenoon.  Am preparing 
Application to join the Sons of the Am. Revo. for 
myself and Harold Hanson, my sister Jennies son. 
Rec. letter from Debbie - nothing important. 

-11- 
Ford. my application for membership in Sons of the 
Am. Revo. with $1300 to Col Beals, Seattle, & also 
ford. copies in blank for Harold Hansen at 
Enumclaw - my nephew - and asked him to fill 
them out & join also. 

Diary 35, 1925 
February 12-14 

-12- 
Busy in office - preparing to appeal Cobb v 
Sepisto. 
Sent Debbie some interesting Cong. Rec’s. 

-13- 
Friday, the 13th & a beautiful day - Working on 
appeal in Cobb v Lepisto. 
Long talk in office tonight with Tom Ashley, who 
went into the Yukon Interior in 1886 - Forty Mile, 
Circle, etc. 

-14th – 
George Parks reported nominated for Governor of 
Alaska to take office in June after Legislature 
adjourns.  George is an intimate of Troy, Sommers, 
Faulkner, Robertson -Am told Sutherland endorsed 
him - but do not believe it.  George was a good 
Clerk - and may make a good Governor! 

Diary 35, 1925 
February 15-16 

-15th – 
Sunday - and I straightened up my office & put 
away papers in new files, etc. 
Busy in Court yesterday arguing demurrers. Rec. 
todays mail copy of Frames “complaint” against 
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Gov. Bone - probably prepared by Chas. Miller, 
Dept. U.S. Atty. Ketchikan who is in Wash. D.C. 
with Frame. 

-16- 
Working on data for Final Act J. W. Cobb, trustee. 
This evenings Empire has telegraphic dispatches 
showing Parks was surprised at his appointment as 
Governor. - so was Bone! 
It looks as if the appointment was brought about by 
Sec. Works, Dept. Int. without other influence.  
Bone is trying to create a “myth” that he had 
something to do with it, etc. but I think its untrue. 

Diary 35, 1925 
February 17 

-17th – 
Finished data for Final Act. Cobb, trustee & sent it 
to E. L. Cobb, Santa B- to be put into Final 
Account.  Its been a job - & involved many 
consultations with persons conversant with Cobbs 
acts. 
 
 
[clipping] 

GOVERNOR BONE  
SUPERIOR MAN  
FOR EXECUTIVE 

White House Statement Is- 
sued Regarding Governor- 

ship of Alaska 
WHITE HOUSE, Feb. 17.-President Coolidge 

regards Gov. Scott C. Bone as a superior man and 
would have reappointed him as Governor of Alaska 
except for the decision the President had formed 
that the Governor of that Territory should be a 
resident of Alaska.  This decision came after a 
conference with Secretary of Interior Work. 

Precedent in selecting a man as governor of a 
territory, who is a resident, was set when Warren 
G. Harding named Wallace R. Farrington as 
Governor of Hawaii. 
 
So, the Governor was “TURNED DOWN.” after all. 
Briny FOR COOLIDGE. May be my letter helped 
some. 
Bone’s connection with the fight against Frame, 
and his control by the “Empire” caused his 
downfall. Mrs. Wickershams designation of Gov. 
Bone as “Gov. Pollyanna” fits. 
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Diary 36, 1925 
 

[Front cover] 
Personal Diary 

-  of  - 
James Wickersham. 

Feb. 18, 1925 to – Aug 24, 1926. 
 

 [first page] 
Expenses To Cook Inlet 
 
Self  --                        Jack Renner 
SS. Ticket       $40.00  Mch 9. Pd. Renner 50.00 
Pd. Lamb -    $100.00  May 5      “             20.00 
 “    Mrs. Houton10.00  May 8  SS. Ticket  40.00 
 “    Col. C.          8.50     “   19 Pd. Ex. To Anch. 25.00 
 “    Boat To Seldovia 5.00 
 “    Seldovia Hotel     5.00 
 “    Meals                  3.00 
 “    An. to Seward      6.50 
 “    Meals                   4.00 
 “    Cigars                  7.00 
 “    Ticket Seward 
         to Juneau          3.50 
 “    Meals                   4.50 
 
Carried into Special Act Book. 
 

Diary 36, 1925 
February 18 

February 18, 1925 
We are all interested in the rumor that Gov. Bone 
was not reappointed though willing to accept 
another term. 
He has made a failure out of his term because of 
his inability to grasp the big things, and giving too 
much attention to little ones.  Also by playing 
peanut politics under the malign influence of 
Pegues, sub-editor of the Empire and other 
newspapermen of  
 
[clipping] 

GOVERNOR Bone 
SUPERIOR MAN 
FOR EXECUTIVE 

White House Statement Is- 
sued Regarding Governor- 

ship of Alaska. 
WHITE HOUSE, Feb 17.-President Coolidge 

regards Gov. Scott C. Bone as a superior man and 
would have reappointed him as Governor of Alaska 
except for the decision the President had formed 
that the Governor of that Territory should be a 
resident of Alaska.  This decision came after a 
conference with Secretary of Interior Work. 
Precedent in selecting a man as governor of a 
territory, who is a resident, was set when Warren 
G. Harding named Wallace R. Farrington as 
Governor of Hawaii. 
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Diary 36, 1925 
February 18 

18 
small caliber, whose idea of the newspaper game 
is to be controlled by the larger advertisers 
- in their views on Alaskan policies. 
 
[clipping] 

PARKS IS TO  
COMPLETE HIS  

FIELD PROGRAM 
Will Pursue Present Duties 

Until June 15 When He  
Becomes Governor. 

NO POLICIES FOR HIS 
ADMINISTRATION MADE 
U.S. Civil Service Commis- 
sion Issues Statement Re- 

garding Nomination. 
WASHINGTON, Feb. 18.-George Alexander 

Parks nominated for Governor of Alaska last week 
by Pres Coolidge, said today he had not formulated 
any policies for the Governorship and had no plans 
except to return to Alaska soon to perform his 
duties as Assistant Chief of the Alaska Field 
Service, General Land Office. 

Parks explained:  “There is work to be done in 
the field and I have my crews busy.  I have not 
given thought to the manner in which I should 
conduct the government.  It is my intention to 
continue right at my present job until I am 
supposed to become Governor, which is June 15.” 

The United States Civil Service Commission has 
issued a statement calling the nomination of Parks 
a “story of honest efforts, honestly rewarded” and 
“the latest chapter of an honorable career.” 
 
Appeal & Error in case of Cobb & Lepisto, et al. to 
the Circuit Court of appeals, S.F. Cal. 
Members 7th Legislature slow in coming to the 
Capital – some are sick. 

Diary 36, 1925 
February 19-20 

-19- 
Am informed there will be a meeting of the Juneau 
Bar Assoc. tonight at the Court House to endorse 
Judge Reed & Arthur Shoup for reappointment.  I 
was asked by Comr. Paine to be present but said I 
would not come. 

-20- 
Bar Assoc. last night endorsed Judge Reed & Dist. 
Atty. Shoup & sent telegram to Washington.  They 
are getting scared since Gov. Bone was not 
successful. 
Am reading Abbotts Life of Peter the great - getting 
data for Into, to Bibliography of Alaskan books. 

Diary 36, 1925 
February 21-22 

-21- 
Judge Reed decided against me in some matters - 
for me in the main Matheson case - I think he will 
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finally stay with our contention - dont know! 
Have prepared Am. Reply in the case of Lynch v 
Collings, et. al. about which I wrote so fully to the 
Atty. Genl. 
SS “Alameda” due at midnight with mail. 

-22- 
Sunday - Washingtons Day - tomorrow I am 
beginning to gather material for the Preface or 
Introduction to Biblio. of Alaskan literature. 
Mail in: Letter from Atty. Genl. Stone ack. 
[acknowledging] my letter commending Al. White.  
sounds as if it meant something! 

Diary 36, 1925 
February 21 

22 
Also letter from John W. Frame, Rep. Nat. Com. 
who is in Wash. saying he thinks White will be 
appointed in Beaumonts place!  I hope so.  And a 
letter from Judge Miller asking me to write a letter 
to Senator Cummins & one to Senator Borah, to 
assist in securing their support for his confirmation 
as Judge in Judge Reed’s place!  I am going to 
write the letters, though they cannot possibly get to 
Wash. in time - and he is not yet appointed.  
Personally I regret to have Reed removed - for he 
is a good judge - though easily led by Arthur Shoup 
& Gov. Bone.  If he had independence enough to 
Stand aloof from these petty political matters 

Diary 36, 1925 
February 22-24 

22 
he would make an ideal judge – but he has not, 
and may have to suffer on account of his 
weakness. 

-23rd - 
Nothing - just working in office. 
Had dinner with the Olson’s at the Zynda yesterday 
evening & this evening with my friend Atty Genl 
Rustgard! 

-24th - 
Working in office as usual.  Had my old friend Jack 
Renner to dinner.  Am trying to secure support for 
the location of iron project at Cook Inlet - with Jack 
as locator. 

Diary 36, 1925 
February 25 

-25- 
Working in office - also on duplicate set of Biblio. 
cards.  Rec. $400. from E. L. Cobb - costs in 
Lepesto case.  Wrote confidential letter to Van 
Orsdel in answer to his inquiries about Parks.   
Received letter from World Book Co. declining to 
publish my “Pioneering Around Mt McKinley,” but 
saying it has some merit in a way which they 
cannot use, and advising me to permit them to 
send it to the Century, Scribners, or some other 
publishing house.  I will think it over and may do 
so. 
Busy writing letter to Van Orsdel, at Seattle, who 
sent inquiry about Parks & his past affiliations & 
friends in Alaska. 
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Diary 36, 1925 
February 26 

-26- 
Wrote letter to Judge Miller, of Ketchikan Asst. U.S. 
Atty. sending him letter to Senator Cummins & 
Senator Borah, asking them to assist him in case 
he is appointed - to secure confirmation by the 
Senate.  Also similar letter to John Frame for Al. 
White in case he is appt. U.S. Marshal.  Also 
prepared application for my friend W.D. Grant, 
Wrangell, asking appt. as U.S. Marshal in this 
Division - he telegraphed it to the Atty Genl. today 
Aldrich, Ter. Senator & Wm Steel just back from 
Wash. came in & confirm the fact that Parks was 
appointed Gov. on sole effort of Sec. Work, not 
endorsed either by Bone or Sutherland. 

Diary 36, 1925 
February  

-27- 
My friend Jensen, member legislature from Nome 
came in to consult me about being appointed 
member of the U.S. Com. for control of Game etc. 
in Alaska, while holding office as Legislator.  
Advised him to telegraph Washington calling 
attention to clause in Organic Act & that he would 
accept after legislature adjourned in 60 days!  
Ferguson, member of Legislature from Craig, this 
division, came in & paid me a long visit, & we 
talked iron ore etc. near Craig, on Prince of Wales 
Is. 
Working on Biblio cards.  Morton will quit my office 
tomorrow - He is a good clerk - but not quite 
reliable. 

Diary 36, 1925 
February 28- 
March 1 

-28th – 
Paid Harry F. Moron in full & he has left my service 
- he is a good clerk, but he can fly with only two 
chicken feathers in each hand. 
Senator Howard of the 3rd Div. came in & spent an 
hour talking coal & oil.  He is a clever man.  Had 
dinner with W.D. Grant. 

-March 1st- 
Had Senator Howard, 34d & Harry Pratt 4th and 
Atty Genl. Rustgard to dinner at Gastineau Hotel 
this evening.  No politics for Pratt is a Democrat. 
Wrote letter to World Book Co. to send my 
“Pioneering” to Century Pub. Co.  I did that upon 
suggestion of World Co. Editor & President. 

Diary 36, 1925 
March 2 

-Mch. 2.- 
Legislature met today - in the AB Hall - the town 
dance hall, just below the court house.  Ayers, of 
Nome, was elected Pres. of the Senate, which then 
adjourned until tomorrow.  The House formed a 
temporary organization with “Bob” Sheldon, of 
Fairbanks, as temporary speaker & also went over.  
The Bone - Troy - Demo - Rep - crowd seems to 
have a majority in both.  Assisted in preparing joint 
Reso. as follows: 
“Resolved by the Senate & House of 
Representatives of the Territory of Alaska: That the 
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President of the United States be and he is hereby 
requested to authorize and instruct Hon. George A. 
Parks, the duly appointed confirmed and 
commissioned Governor of Alaska, to take the oath 
of office and 

Diary 36, 1925 
March 2 

2 
enter upon the duties, thereof immediately so that 
he and the present legislature may together plan 
and enact the necessary legislation for the Govern-
ment of the Territory during Gov. Parks term in 
accordance with his and the Legislatures united 
views of the Territories needs; it is unfair both to 
Gov Parks and the legislature to compel the 
Executive for the next four years, and the legis-
lature now in session to waste the present 
opportunity for unity of action. 
While I wrote the Reso. it was copied by Rev. 
Decker, who will get in it into the hands of some 
member of both bodies for consideration! 
Wrote letter to World Book Co. to send my 
manuscript, “Pioneering” to the Century about the 
same, - and sent postage for its return – if 
declined.  I will then rewrite & send it to Clark. 

Diary 36, 1925 
March 3 

-3rd – 
Harry F. Morton is assisting the Democrats to 
organize the Republican Senate & some of the 
defeated candidates complain that he is using the 
statement that he is associated with me etc.  Harry 
is a scamp - but he is bright & a good clerk - the 
Senate seems to want both - so why should I 
worry!  I am sorry to have my friend Will. Steel lose 
out, but its the Bone Republicans that are doing 
him out, and that’s politics - bad politics, but 
Juneau politics.   
3 investigators are in Ketchikan investigating 
Shoup, Beaumont & Reed - again.  Seems like old 
days, when Hoyt Doge & others were at Fairbanks! 

Diary 36, 1925 
March 3-4 

3 
Jack Wilson told me tonight that the Prohibition 
Enforcement boat carried whisky - much about 
these matters.   

I filed a petition today in the Probate Court to be  
appointed Administrator of the Estate of J.H. Cobb 
- at the request of Mrs. Cobb & Lang. 

-March 4th - 
Recd. telegram this morning: 

Fairbanks, Als. Mar. 3, 1925  
Hon James Wickersham, Juneau, Alaska. 
Ludwig Ingelbritzen sent word for me to get word to 
you before the Company found out that he had 
struck pretty good pay on our ground he will be in 
Fairbanks on March fourteenth he is in the 
Chatham section.  John Barracks 
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Diary 36, 1925 
March 4-5 

4 
sends best regards Jim left Seattle last Saturday. 
W.A. Appleby.” 
Well, I am glad to learn of the strike and also that 
Jim has left Seattle. 

-5- 
Boat in from westward early this morning - Judge 
Erwin came to the Zynda, the others to the 
“Gastineau.”  Have seen several of the 
Fairbanksans, Marquam, Buckly & others called.  
Went over to the Gastineau & called on them.  
Sent a telegram to W.A. Appleby, asking him to 
send me an estimate of the value of the pay in the 
Wolf creek claim.  It may be I will then withdraw my 
offer to sell the Cleary Creek claims to the U.S.M. 
Co! 

Diary 36, 1925 
March 6-8 

-6- 
Working in office preparing bundle of fugitive 
Alaskan Pub. Docs - small things for Edw. W. 
Allen, of Seattle.  Nothing new.  Gave bond today 
as Adm. of Estate of J. H. Cobb - Lockie McKinnon 
on my bond - had a telegram from Lang & Mrs. 
Cobb, to do so - and did it quite willingly. 

-7- 
Same as usual in office. 

-8- 
Sent copy of my Mss. in Bibliography of Alaska, to 
Geoghegan, for inspection and criticism - Recd. 
from him last mail copy of his translation 
Veniaminofs Notes on Kodiak etc. 

Diary 36, 1925 
March 9 

-9th - 
Congress abolished the office of Surveyor General 
& Ex offices Sec. of Alaska, and the Legislature is 
now preparing to pass an Act creating a Lieutenant 
Governor, and elect Karl Theile to the office - 
otherwise he will be entirely out of office & afoot!  It 
is an interesting question if the Legislature has 
authority to create such an office - that is to give 
him any authority to act as Gov. even in the 
absence of the Governor, appointed under the 
Organic Act,  I doubt it - but of course the Legs. 
has authority to create any Terry. office - if they 
provide his salary. 

Diary 36, 1925 
March 10 

-10- 
The case of the U.S. v Romeo Hoyt, from 
Fairbanks, for robbing the Postoffice, is now on trial 
in the district court.  40 or more witnesses from 
Fairbanks are here and I am visiting with them.   
Mrs. Peoples is here - Mrs. Hoyts sister.  
Busy in office with correspondence. 
Went with my friend Guy B. Erwin to see the first 
presentation of “The Eskimo” of “Justice of the Far 
North” by Norman Dawn, another rotten movie 
picture slandering the noble scenery & clean 
romance of Alaska.  It is as bad as “The Chechako” 
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- which is the limit.  Why cant some one rise to the 
level of Robert Service, Jack London or Rex 
Beach’s good poetry & tales? 

Diary 36, 1925 
March 11-12 

-11th – 
Same as usual in office - on the Cobb Estate.  Had 
dinner tonight with Rustgard - Taylor, Buckly & 
Kenyon. 

-12th – 
Same as usual in office. 
The Juneau Chamber of Commerce is giving a 
dinner tonight to the members of the Legislature.  I 
am not invited, so I will not have to talk - a 
welcome relief.  Tom Marquam is the principal 
guest of honor! & Gov. Bone. Poor Gov. he is 
going out of office broke & out of a job, but he is 
doing all he can to build up the Demo-Big Interest 
crowd in Juneau - spitefully. 

Diary 36, 1925 
March 13-15 

-13th – 
Working in office – nothing new. 

-14th – 
In office as usual.  I have been invited to make a 
short address to the Grand Igloo of Pioneers on 
next Wednesday:  I will speak on The Pioneer 
Nation Builder. 

-15th – 
Sunday.  I am informed that the 3 special agents 
from the Dept. of Justice who have been 
investigating conditions in Ketchikan - in re my 
letter to Atty. Genl. Stone of Dec. 2, last, are 
coming to Juneau - probably on todays boat, & will 
interview me! 

Diary 36, 1925 
March 16-17 

-16th – 
Special Agents Dept. Justice did not come. 
Working in office as usual.  Took Dick Rothenburg, 
Fairbanks, Grant & Paul to dinner. 

-17th - 
Same as usual in office. The evidence in U.S. v. 
Romeo Hoyt, closed today. 
Gov. Bone refuses to speak to me on the street – 
to me and many others. He seems unhappy & like 
every other newspaper spear thrower - he cannot 
enjoy the fun when the spear comes flying against 
his soft carcass! 
Guy B. Erwin, witness here in Hay & Case goes 
south tonight - to Seattle & may be to Washington, 
D.C.  I gave him letters to John W. Frame & 
Senator Jones. 

Diary 36, 1925 
March 18 

-18th - 
Attended the Reception tendered to the officers & 
Delegates to he 16th Am. Convocation etc. Grand 
Igloo of Alaskan Pioneers, this afternoon at the 
Palace Picture theater.  Gov. Bone made a short 
speech of welcome.  John Rustgard read the 
prayer.  Dick Rothenburg, of Fairbanks, Pres. 
Grand Igloo talked on the good of the Order.  Fred 
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Lynch sang a song, and so did Miss Crystal Snow 
Jeune, after which I talked for 20 minutes on the 
duty of Pioneers, etc.  Good audience and good 
singing.  Attended Social to Pioneers at Moose Hall 
in evening speaking, dancing, eating etc. 

Diary 36, 1925 
March 19 

-19th - 
Had Geo. J. Love, of Valdes, Grand Historian of 
Igloo to dinner with me this evening after which 
spent the evening in office showing him by Biblio. 
card index, Mss, of same, & rare books, papers 
etc. 
 
[clipping] 

Alaska Daily Empire, Thursday March 19, 1925 
ALASKA PIONEERS  
HONORED, LOCAL  
IGLOO LAST NIGHT 

Social Function for Officers 
and Delegates to the 

Convention. 
The first regular business session of the Grand 

Igloo, Pioneers of Alaska convention, began at 
3:30 o’clock this afternoon at Moose Hall.  The 
session is for the purpose of general organization 
for taking up the business before the Igloo and the 
appointing of committees.   

Approximately 150 guests, pioneers of Alaska 
and their families, attended the social evening 
given last night at Moose Hall by Igloo No. 6, and 
Auxiliary of Juneau, in honor of the Grand Officers 
and the delegates attending the 16th annual 
session of the Grand Igloo, Pioneers of Alaska, 
which opened officially yesterday afternoon. 

Preceding the entertainment business meetings 
were held by the local lodges and at the close of 
the meeting of Igloo No. 6 the business was turned 
over to the officers of the Grand Igloo who held a 
short session while officers were placed in their 
chairs and official introductions and matters of 
organization taken up. 

The guests attending the social included guests 
from one of the earliest of pioneers and lived in 
Alaska, Mrs. La Fevre to the young sons and 
daughters of “young” pioneers.  Besides the visiting 
delegates to the Grand Igloo convention there were 
many out of town guests who are Alaskan pioneers 
present. 

Cards and dancing were the entertainment for 
the evening.  Music was furnished by the 
“Alaskans” and the modern dances were 
interspersed with the square dances, which were 
not only enjoyed by the oldtimers but many of the 
young people.  F.A. Aldrich, senator to the 
Territorial Legislature from the First Division and a 
charter member of the first Igloo lodge in Alaska, at 
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Nome, did the honors of the calls for the square 
dances. 

Several tables of cards were in play and prizes  
for high scores were won by Mrs. J. Lee of 
Anchorage and Capt. George H. Whitney. 

Diary 36, 1925 
March 19 

19 
[clipping continued] 

Wickersham Address. 
Judge James Wickersham, pioneer attorney of 

Alaska, R.R. Rotenburg, Grand President of the 
Pioneers and G.J. Love, Grand Historian, gave 
comprehensive and encouraging addresses on 
Alaska and the grand officers and delegates to the 
convention at the Palace Theatre yesterday 
afternoon. 

Judge Wickersham sketched the history of 
pioneering in the United States which began on the 
Atlantic Coast 300 years ago and gradually made 
its way across the continent and to Alaska.  He 
followed the source of governmental development 
and showed that we in Alaska have been following 
the American way.  He declared himself very 
strongly in favor of a wider measure of self-
government for the Territory, favored the 
establishment of a full Territorial form of 
government and ultimate statehood.  He continued, 
however, how the growth of bureaucracy 
hampered the acquisition of the same sort of 
Territorial government that other Territories had.  
He urged the people not to lose sight of the need to 
exercise all the powers they can under the 
circumstances and to strive for more, but to make 
the most of the benefits that are coming through 
bureaucracy. 

 
Judge Wickersham traced the growth of 

government in Alaska from the time within “ten 
days after Gen. Rousseau had raised the American 
flag at Sitka,” the few American residents of that 
town started the movement which gave them a “full 
fledged city government manned by American 
citizens” in November, 1867 
until the present. The Sitka movement in 1867 in 
Southeastern Alaska was repeated by a movement 
at the mouth of the Tanana River in 1894 and at 
Nome in 1899.   

Speaking of the arguments advanced in favor of 
a full Territorial form of government for Alaska, 
Judge Wickersham said, “I quite agree, and in my 
judgment the old Organic Act of the Territory of 
Washington was more ideally perfect from the 
standpoint of free American citizens than the 
Organic Act we secured in 1912.”  But the speaker 
continued that since the passage of the 
Washington Organic Act in 1852 a lot of water has 
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gone under the bridge, and tact much of the 
powers of government then exercised by the 
pioneers are granted to bureaus which he feared 
we could not get rid of.  He declared that we should 
not be discouraged about these things for “we are 
drifting toward to the time when we are going to be 
a State *** and then we can control the 
bureaucratic system in this Territory.” 

Rothenberg Replies. 
That Alaskan development is passing through 

the same evolutionary process that other pioneer 
countries traversed and that the realization of the 
hopes and aspirations of the pioneers is but a 
matter of time and perseverance was the theme of 
Grand President R.C. Rothenberg’s humorous and 
informative address.  Mr. Rothenberg 
complimented Juneau on the advance that she has 
made in the sixteen years since he last was in the 
town, and he declared the day of the Interior will 
come.  He rejoiced at the pioneer spirit of good-
fellowship he had found in Juneau. 

“We in Alaska are going through that same 
evolution.” said Mr. Rothenberg, “that our Western 
States have gone through; first the trapper, the 
placer miner, then quartz, timber farming and other 
industries.  Alaska has passed that first stage, and 
you  on the coast are well started on the second 
stage.  While we of the Interior have barely started 
we shall get there in time.” 

He warned his auditors against the “knockers,” 
and said that the other frontier countries had had 
them.  He heard them in Seattle when he came 
there forty years ago and he had seen that town 
and Puget Sound grow to immense proportions. 

Mr. Rothenberg said that “transportation is the 
key to the success of Alaska.” Continuing, he 
declared that he had “prospected for nearly thirty 
hears in the Interior, and I am only one of many 
who know many places that would support families 
only for lack of transportation.”  He complimented 
the Alaska Road Commission, declared that it was 
“fair and disposed to meet us more than half way.” 

Speaking for the old pioneers, Mr. Rothenberg 
declared, “We don’t ask for charity.  All we ask for it 
a fair chance, an even break.” 

The presence of ladies was referred to and the  
present situation compared with what it was in the 
early days when the ladies were missed.  Alaska, 
he declared, is becoming a land of homes in which 
there are women and children-the best behaved 
and healthiest children in the world”-and “schools 
that cannot 

Diary 36, 1925 
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19 
[clipping continued] 
be beat in the world.”  He said a word for the 

J:\hist_docs\wickersham\ASL-MS0107-6-36.doc 



Alaska State Library - Historical Collections, PO Box 110571, Juneau AK 99811-0571 
Diary of James Wickersham. Feb. 18, 1925 to – Aug. 24, 1926. 
MS 107 BOX 6 DIARY 36  
 

Alaska Agricultural College and School of Mines, 
declaring it not to be a Fairbanks or Fourth Division 
college, but the “college of Alaska,” a monument to 
James Wickersham, its “originator.” 

He closed by urging all those young Alaskans 
who are on the Outside attending institutions for 
higher education to “come back to their native land” 
where there awaits them the “friendly grip of a pal’s 
hand.” 

H.J. Love, Grand Historial of the Pioneers of 
Alaska, declared that the Pioneers of Alaska of 
today as an organization “is in as good a condition 
and strong and healthy as it ever has been.” 

“I believe today,’ continued Mr. Love, “that in the 
organization there is more harmony existing among 
the Igloos generally and among the members 
throughout the Territory than there ever has been.” 

Mr. Love breathed the spirit of optimism.  He 
declared that Alaska is a wonderful country and 
that people had only to take courage from what 
other pioneer countries have done and from the 
progress that has been made in Alaska in the 
lifetime of the pioneers and presse forward.  He 
urged the pioneers to stick to the text, “Alaska for 
Alaskans.” 
 
Trial of Behrends Bank v Dobbin’s Co - no 
defense, but made some record, so the Oregon 
people could see the case offered by then Mgr. 
Dobbins.  Also had probate record papers in Cobb 
Estate, & Hansen Estate made up, and will 
complete tomorrow. 
Am having good visit with my friends from interior. 
Jury decided U.S. v Romeo Hoyt, “not guilty” - I 
think “Romy” will be more careful next time! 

Diary 36, 1925 
March 20 

-20th – 
Got the Hansen Est. matter o.k.  The three 
investigators from the Dept. of Justice, 
here investigating Judge Reed, Shoup, and 
Beaumont, came in to see me today.  I am to make 
statements for them in writing. 
The Empire gave me this Editorial:  
 
[clipping] 

JUDGE WICKERSHAM’S SPEECH. 
We regret that lack of space forbade the printing 

in full in the columns of The Empire of the 
speeches delivered at the opening Wednesday of 
the sessions of the Grand Igloo of the Pioneers of 
Alaska.  All three speeches, delivered by Grand 
President R.C. Rothenberg, Judge James 
Wickersham and Grand Historian H.J. Love, were 
appropriate to the occasion, true to fact and sound 
in conclusions.  More interest will attach to the 
speech of Judge Wickersham because he 
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discussed more in detail problems that vibrate with 
the live interest Americans always have in their 
government; for, as Judge Wickersham aptly 
remarked, “whenever two or more Americans get 
together they begin talking politics and organizing a 
government.” 
The obvious inference from Judge Was speech 
that, not withstanding the defects of our 
government - the need for more self-government, 
our preference for the full Territorial form of 
government such as that which was given to 
Washington and other Territories - we should make 
the most of the situation as is, practicable and 
sensible.  It is unfortunate that we did not get a 
Territorial form of government that would square 
nearly perfectly with the old American scheme, but 
we didn’t. It is unfortunate that a more determent 
fight for amendment of the Organic Act was not 
begun at once, but it wasn’t.  Judge Wickersham 
blames the bureaucratic 

Diary 36, 1925 
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20 
[clipping continued] 
system that was coming into vogue for the 
situation, and it is true that bureaucracy is a 
stumbling block that the other Territories did not 
have to contend with.  However all that may be, the 
advice to the pioneers not to permit displeasure 
with existing conditions to prevent them from 
making the most of the situation is wise.  As 
President Cleveland once said, we are confronted 
by a condition, not a theory.  It is also true that we 
have the consolation that we are making headway, 
slowly but surely, toward a day when we shall 
become a State and have it within our power to 
remedy many things. 

But it is more important even than this that we do 
not flinch in the fight for the recognition of our right 
to self-government. It is the palpable duty of the 
people and their representatives, when fisheries or 
game legislation or legislation of any kind looking 
toward the regulation of anything that ought to be 
under the control of the people, is being 
considered, to stand four-square for the application 
of the American principle of  self-government rather 
than to acquiesce in the surrender of power to a 
Federal bureau.  We should stand staunchly upon 
and for our right of self-government at all times.  
That is the most direct road to Statehood and it is 
the one that would best prepare us for Statehood 
when we get it. 

-21st - 
Preparing statements at request of the Special 
Agents of the Dept. of Justice, giving my views on 
Judge Reed, U.S. Atty Shoup, & his asst. Chas. H. 
Miller, in regard to their fitness as public officials.  I 
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am obliged to support Miller against Reed & 
Shoup.  Dinner tonight with my old friend Dr. 
Goddard. 

Diary 36, 1925 
March 22 

-22nd - 
I delivered my answers to typewritten questions 
submitted to me day before yesterday by the 
Special Agents of Dept. of Justice, to them this 
forenoon.  Met Mr. Brenneman their chief in his 
rooms in the building next to the Alaska Gastineau 
Hotel, and had quite a long talk with him about the 
conditions in this division.  I judge from his 
conversation that it is their purpose to recommend 
the removal of Shoup and Beaumont - but I cannot 
tell just how they feel toward Judge Reed.  He did 
not seem to favor Asst. Dist. Atty. Miller - think he 
will not support Miller for any appointment. 

Diary 36, 1925 
March 22-23 

22 continued 
Cash Cole and Will Steel are in my office today 
getting up a statement for Cash, against the Reed- 
Shoup - Beaumont combination.  Rustgard told me 
he was being interviewed also - will not make 
written statement. 

-23rd - 
Took deposition this forenoon in hunter v Wagner - 
a close case & hard fought.  Wm Steel & Cash 
Cole are still busy in preparing affidavits against 
Reed - Shoup and Beaumont.  Visit from Geo. J. 
Love, Hist. of the Pioneers - I exhibited my card 
index, books, etc. to him & Dr. Goddard.  They are 
interested. 

Diary 36, 1925 
March 24 

-24th – 
Its been a busy day - correspondence and office 
work & tonight a number of my political friends.  
Wrote to Debbie. The Legislature has gone astray 
on the subject of Sec. of the Ter. The Act of 
Congress of 1884 made the Clerk of the Dist. Court 
ex officio Sec.  The Act of 1900 made the Surveyor 
Genl. ex officio Sec.  Now the Sur. Genl. office is 
abolished & the Gov. & Legislature have assumed 
that that abolished the Sec. of the Territory.  I 
looked the law up carefully - talked over with 
Rustgard - he agreed with me - & now I explained it 
to Ross, Ch. Ways & Means Com. House, & he will 
secure opinion from Rustgard tomorrow. 

Diary 36, 1925 
March 25 

-25th - 
Was sick today - ptomaine poisoning from 
something I ate last night at dinner.  During 
afternoon rough looking man came in office and 
introduced himself as Daniel B. Libby - son of 
Daniel B. Libby, who was supt. of Grantley Harbor 
Division of the W.U. Tel. Co. Russian Am. 
extension in 1866.  He wanted to sell me some 
papers formerly his fathers, to enable him to get on 
to the Copper River.  He came up from Seattle, on 
the last boat, steerage, accompanied by his son, 
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Daniel B. Libby 3rd about 12 years of age. To my 
great surprise he exhibited, first, a copy of the 
Esquimeau, the paper published in monthly parts, 
at Libbyville, A.A. at 

Diary 36, 1925 
March 25 

25 
Grantley Harbor, in 1866 - an original. 
As I had only a photostat copy this looked good to 
me.  He also had his fathers original Diary - or 
Supt’s book of daily entries of work, notes, weather 
etc. for the year 1867 - Jany 1, to Octo. 18, 1867, 
the latter being the date of his (Libby’s) settlement 
with the W.U.S. Co. at San Francisco.  Also a 
number of original Orders for locating at Gantley?? 
Harbor, etc. etc. also photographs 1867 -of Col. 
Buckley, Ketchum, La Barge, Whumper, and Libby, 
and some other interesting matters. 
He wanted to sell these and some Eskimo carvings 
etc. for $100. but I finally bot the above (without the 
carvings) for $50.00. 

Diary 36, 1925 
March 26 

-26th - 
Got appraisement of Cobb estate finished up 
today.  Writing letters - one to  Newcomb Carlton, 
Pres. W.U. Tel. Co. New York, about Daniel B. 
Libby - see last page [previous page], inviting his 
attention to Libby’s unfortunate condition and 
asking him to give him a job.  Libby is now 85 
years old and destitute - the W.U.T. Co. ought to 
give him a salary & a small task so he may live 
more easily till his time comes - See copy of letter 
in files.  Advised Senator Dunn about the true 
situation of office of Sec. of Territory.  I think Dunn 
will not let them put any trick over on his role - if he 
knows about it. 

Diary 36, 1925 
March 27 

-27th - 
As usual in the office. Recd. letter from Caspar W. 
Hodgson, World Book Co. saying he had sent my 
“Pioneering Around Mt McKinley” to Century Co.  
He also said “the Introduction, about which you had 
some question, had seemed to our readers to be 
very interesting.  We have therefore included it with 
the manuscript but have taken the liberty of 
attaching to it the following note!  To the 
Publishers: 
This Introduction is not an integral part of the book.  
If in the judgment of the publishers it is too unkind 
or critical in tone to be safely printed in the book it 
may be withheld” - good. 

Diary 36, 1925 
March 28 

-28th - 
Arguments in land cases in court this forenoon – 
interesting. 
Am assisting Bishop Cremont of the Catholic 
Church & Father Kashaverof, of the Russian 
Church to get a bill passed by the Legislature 
authorizing the creation of Corporations sole - so 
they can thus arrange their property management 
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with less red tape.  Much opposition from K.K.K. 
opponents of Catholic Church - but got it finally 
reported favorably.  I do not appear before the 
Legislative Committees but sent Father Kashaverof 
- he attracts less opposition than any others. 

Diary 36, 1925 
March 29 

-29th - 
John Dunn, Clerk of Judge Reeds Court and others 
are organizing the Masons to fight the bill for 
Corporation Sole! 

At the last election in November 1924, John &  
these same Masons supported the Democratic 
ticket composed mostly of Catholics - but they now 
insist of [if] the Corporation Sole bill shall be 
passed the Pope and the Catholics will used it to 
gather in too much property from people dying in 
their hospitals! - so they are doing their best to 
defeat it!  I am a Mason - made a Mason in 
Springfield in Illinois, in 1882 - a Life Member of 
Tacoma Lodge! 

Diary 36, 1925 
March 29-30 

-29th continued 
Today being Sunday spent in talking a long walk – 
also in putting a back on the copy of The 
Esquimeaux which I purchased from Libby, Jr. & in 
arranging other papers with it. 

-30th  
Dinner of Bar Assoc. tonight to Tom. Marquam, 
Gov. Bone, Gov. Parks, etc. to which I was invited, 
but declined to attend.  I will not be a party to 
boosting Tom. for political purposes, so I stay at 
home.  Judge Reed, Shoup etc. go, and they also 
invited the lawyers in the Legislature etc.  Its a 
mere political game! 

Diary 36, 1925 
March 31- 
April 1 

-31st – 
Working on new case today. 
Getting out balance correspondence. 
We can get no news about the Banquet of Bar 
Assoc. last night.  This evenings paper said 
nothing & I just wonder what occurred. 
Boats in from both ways today - mail. 

-April 1st- 
At work in office as usual. 
Filed Petition for support of Widow in Cobb Estate - 
will send Mrs. Cobb money on hand when order is 
signed. 
Crowed of the legislators in the office tonight 
“reminiscing.” 
Wrote Letter to Debbie. 

Diary 36, 1925 
April 2-3 

-2- 
Same as usual in office. 
Court gave me order to pay Mrs. Cobb. $950.00 
from Estate for support. 
Attended movie theater in evening with D.D. Grant.  
Legislature passed Corporation Sole bill - in the 
House - Paul voted against it, after prorating me to 
vote for it. 
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-3rd - 
Sent Mrs. Cobb $950.00 today out of Est. Reso. 
offered in Senate & House today looking to building 
up fight against Sutherland - Dimond in Senate & 
Murray in House - attacking Sutherland & Atty. 
Genl. Stone, for slandering Alaska - looks like a 
Marquam effusion. 
Beautiful day. 

Diary 36, 1925 
April 4 

-4th - 
In office as usual: Nothing much. 
Mere was introduced it the Legislature by Dimond 
in the Senate by Murray in the House, a Reso. - a 
political scheme to denounce Atty Genl Stone & 
Delegate Sutherland & incidentally the Coolidge 
administration for attempting to enforce the 
Prohibition Laws in Alaska - calling some one who 
is declared to have given the Atty Genl. information 
“a malicious liar”, etc.  It is also intended to protect 
Reed, Shoup, Beaumont & to forestall the adverse 
report by the agents of the Dept. of Justice now in 
Ketchikan - we are trying to encourage the Rep’s in 
the House & Senate to Kill the Reso! 

Diary 36, 1925 
April 5 

-5- 
Sunday - and raining. 
Rustgard, Will Steel and I have been considering 
today the plan of fighting the Resolution 
denouncing Atty. Genl. Stone for investigating 
criminal violations of the law in Alaska, and the 
Resolution offered by Sen. Dimond and Rep. 
Murray - written probably by Pegues, Editor of 
Empire & others defending Reed, Shoup & 
Beaumont & threatening the Special Agents of the 
Dept. of Justice, etc. etc.  I wrote a letter to the 
Special Agent, J.M. Keith, Ketchikan, & sent him 
the Empire of the 3rd with the Reso. & an 
explanation, & am to see Paul & urge him to make 
a strong speech etc. 

Diary 36, 1925 
April 6 

-6th - 
Heard first - robin yesterday - Have finished 
printing petition to be signed by members Russian 
Orthodox Church for reorganization of the Church 
destroyed by Soviets - congregations in Alaska 
wish to reorganize & make it an Alaskan 
corporation.   
Judge Bunnell, Pres. Agri. College, called on me 
today.  I showed him my Biblio card index etc. and 
treated him pleasantly - he intimated that he hoped 
to have a fire proof building there some early date - 
I had Senator & Mrs. Hunt to dinner last night & Dr. 
& Mrs. Goddard this evening. 

Diary 36, 1925 
April 7 

-7th - 
Busy in office all day.  In evening “Yukon” in from 
westward - Dr. Chase 
Dr. Whitney, Fairbanks, came. They are members 
of Game Commission, and come for meeting.  
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Jensen, from Nome, member House of Rep. also 
member of commission from 2nd Div. etc.  Dr. 
Chase tells me Boyle will win Mayoralty fight 
against Dr. Council at Cordova. This evening, 
Ferguson, Grant, Ross & others in discussing 
strong speech of Paul today in the House in 
support of his proposed amendment allowing 
Indians same benefits in Legislation & especially in 
Pioneers Home & pensions as whites! 

Diary 36, 1925 
April 7 

7 continued. 
Ferguson thought Paul had gone too far in doing 
so, but I earnestly supported Paul & told Ferguson 
without that amdt. the pension bill was 
unconstitutional & void – Rustgards opinion 
supported Paul also.  General discussion & I think 
they will all now support Pauls position.  House 
today passed Bob Sheldons reso: thanking the 
Pres. for appointing Parks - 10 to 6. 
Am ready & will leave tonight on “Yukon” for court 
in Ketchikan.  Court party - including Judge Reed – 
on board.  Have been aiding & encouraging Paul in 
making fight against Dimond-Murray Reso. against 
Dept. of Justice enforcement of the Prohibition 
Law. 

Diary 36, 1925 
April 8-9 

-8th – 
Left Juneau last night at 11.p.m. on “Yukon” for 
Ketchikan.  Court party on board.  Stopped at 
Wrangell an hour - got affidavit in Kalkins case 
signed. 
Ketchikan at 10. p.m. gave Keith, the Special Agt. 
Dept. Justice, letter & Empire of 3rd inst. about 
Dimond-Murray Reso. denouncing Atty. Genl. & 
efforts to enforce the Pro. laws.  Room 216. 
Special Agents went south - to Wash. D.C. on 
“Yukon” at 11:30 p.m. 

-9th - 
Preparing my cases for court - and hope to get 
through early. Nothing serious. 
Letter from Debbie.  Wrote her my last letter - 
starts home 17th. 

Diary 36, 1925 
April 10-11 

-10- 
Recd. telegram from N.0. Hardy, member 
Legislature, Juneau, saying, “Legislature informed 
you favor repeal Dry Law please wire collect your 
views hearing two oclock today.” - Answer, “My 
judgment is the Legislature has no power to alter 
amend modify or repeal the Alaska bone dry law.”  
Court is very slowly arranging docket and 
preparing cases for trial. - Trial of Patterson v 
Patterson - divorce -record tomorrow. 

-11th - 
Argued Dem. in Lynch v Collinger, et al.  Judge 
Reed is strongly against me - and I am afraid of the 
case.  Finished up the record in the Patterson 
divorce case.  Gov. Bone 
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Diary 36, 1925 
April 11-12 

11 
has evidently changed his attitude toward the Agri. 
College and now intends to turn its control over to 
Tom. Marquam and the politicians; as shown by his 
appointment of these Regents:  Of course Bunnell 
is with him in this matter: 
 
[clipping] 

New Regents Named 
Governor Bone sent to the senate today the 
nominations of Ralph E. Robertson of Juneau and 
Arthur Shonbeck of Anchorage to be trustees of 
the Alaska Agriculture College and School of 
Mines, taking the places of Robert Lavery and 
Robert Bloom, whose terms have expired. 

-12- 
Sunday.  Easter.  Attended the Episcopal Church 
service this morning. 
Wm Lynch informs me the Radenbaughs attempted 
to set his house boat loose this morning about 
2.a.m. & get their scow in its place.  Billy & Jennie 
fought them off and finally prevented them from 
accomplishing their object.  Bob. Heckman 
yesterday told me he would withdraw from any 
participation in the Lynch tidelands and deliver up 
his agreement - he told Billy the same thing this 
morning - in front of Episcopal Church – Ketchikan. 

Diary 36, 1925 
April 12-13 

12 
Have written petition for Mrs. Lynch to Sec. Int. & 
Com. Genl. Land Office for permit to reside on her 
lots - if granted it will give much strength to her title 
- if not it will do no harm.  Dr. Dickenson employed 
me to assist Grigsby in trying her defense in Reed 
V Dickenson.  Saw Thomas Meighan in “The 
Confidence Man” at the Coliseum tonight - pretty 
good. 

-13th - 
The SS. “Alaska”, Capt. Gus. Nord. was in this 
morning going north. My friends Guy B. Erwin, 
George & Mrs. Hutchinson, Jimmy Hammell & 
dozen more on board. 
Got the case of Vass v Monson settled.  
Consultation with Grigsby about Charles v. 
Dickinson etc. etc. 

Diary 36, 1925 
April 13 

13 
But also the following !! 
[clipping] 

BARNEY M’HUGH  
LOSES CASE IN  

SUPREME COURT 
Highest Tribunal Decides 

That Liability Act Does  
Not Apply 

(by Associated Press) 
WASHINGTON, D.C., April 13. - Suits in Alaska 
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to recover for injuries suffered by employees of 
vessels cannot be maintained under the first fed-
eral employers’ liability act, the supreme court of 
the United States held in a case appealed to that 
tribunal by the Alaska Steamship Co. It was a suit 
in which Barney McHugh of Ketchikan had 
recovered damages from the company. 

In its appeal the company maintained that the 
first federal employers’ liability act was never 
intended to apply to maritime proceedings, 
occurring in navigable waters, and secondly, the 
company contended that the law had been 
repealed prior to the time of the accident in 
question. The court upheld the company in both 
contentions. 

 
Well, I followed the decision of the Ct. Court of 
Appeals & Sup. Ct. of Wash.  If I had not I’d have 
been beaten in the lower court, & because I did we 
are beaten in the Sup. Ct. so there’s nothing to 
complain about. 
After my study in preparing the Brief for the Sup. 
Ct.  I was afraid of the result - and my fears are 
verified.  Saw a “Dog Picture” at the “Dream” 
tonight. 

Diary 36, 1925 
April 14-15 

-14th – 
Consulting with Grigsby whom I am to assist in 
Charles, Admir. v Dickenson.  Busy in finishing up 
other cases - etc. Much trouble over the Lynch 
cases.  Judge Reed told me today the Atty. Genl. 
had telegraphed not to try tideland cases in 
Ketchikan at this term!  Result of my letter to him 
complaining of Red Light district on tide & Indian 
lands! 

-15th - 
Nothing important today - working with Grigsby 
preparing Dr. Dickensons case for trial on Monday. 
Wrote Debbie a good long letter. 
Am growing very tired of slow methods in court 
work. 

Diary 36, 1925 
April 16-18 

-16- 
Busy with court cases: Trial of divorce case 
Scribner v Scribner - decree granted prepared 
Findings & Decree etc.  Lynch v. Collings et. al. 
waived jury trial - postponed till next term of court - 
Consultation in Charles v Dickerson - damages for 
death. 

-17th – 
In court as usual - Recd. package of letters from 
office - one from Debbie, one from Century Co. 
declining to publish my “Pioneering Around Mt 
McKinley”! 

-18- 
Working in court - Zeigler filed in court motion to 
substitute Blue in place of Dugas in lien cases of 
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Hummel & Johnson v Dugas & Cripple Creek 

Diary 36, 1925 
April 18 

18 
And when Blue is substituted he then files 
confession of Blue that sums amounting to more 
than $2000.- are due on liens against Dugas 
property - 
Cripple Creek Mining Claims, Hyder district.  It is a 
plan to oust me as attorney for Dugas & then to get 
judgment against Dugas by confession & not 
proofs.  Judge Reed started out to put it through for 
them but finally concluded to give me time to write 
a letter to Dugas to ascertain the facts. 
I sent Dugas a telegram tonight and will write on 
the next boat which leaves here for Hyder on Wed:  
Ole Hanson had dinner with me - says Johnson & 
Hummel not on speaking terms now - Ole will 
stand by and assist me. 

Diary 36, 1925 
April 18 

18 
[clipping] 

Three Newspapers of  
Territory Accused 
of Attempting to  

Discredit Delegate  
Sutherland 

(Special to Chronicle) 
JUNEAU, April 18.- By a vote of eight to eight 

Representative Murray’s memorial refusing the 
interview of Attorney General Stone regarding 
lawlessness in Alaska was lost in the house 
yesterday afternoon.  Representative William L. 
Paul attacked the Juneau Empire, the Ketchikan 
Alaska Chronicle and the Seward Gateway as 
Democratic papers seeking to discredit Delegate 
Dan Sutherland.  He spoke almost an hour, 
ignoring the issues raised in the memorial. 

Following up the example of Delegate 
Sutherland, Mr. Paul charged that extreme vice 
conditions exist in Ketchikan and he also attacked 
various individuals, including the author of the 
memorial, which, he said, was an attack on Pres -
Coolidge, former Attorney General Stone and 
Delegate Sutherland.  He charged further that it 
was part of a Democratic plot to 
discredit the administration. 

During his talk he was ruled out of order several 
times, but he continued to speak along the same 
lines.  It was apparent that he was not speaking for 
the benefit of the legislature but merely to back up 
the delegate at Washington in his fight against 
some of the administration officials in Alaska. 

Representative Murray, answering Paul, briefly 
declared that the Democrats had nothing to do with 
the introduction of the memorial.  He said it was 
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brought as a protest against an unjust criticism of 
Alaskans by Stone which was given nation-wide 
publicity.  He denied that it was aimed at 
Sutherland, who was not mentioned and not 
thought of when the measure was prepared. 

 
Evidently Paul & our friends beat the Senator 
Dimond Reso. denouncing the Atty. Genl. U.S. for 
attempting to clean up Ketchikan & Alaska.  The 
Reso. was aimed to assist Bone, Reed & Shoup 
but think its reaction was the reverse of what was 
intended.  I am sending a copy of the paper to 
Keith; Special At. Dept. Justice, Wash. D.C. 

Diary 36, 1925 
April 19 

-19th - 
Beautiful sunny day - had a long week. Attended 
musical by the Metlakatla Indian Choir, in Red 
Men’s Hall -singing “Cross & Crown,” Sacred 
cantata etc.  Was very well done and makes one 
know just how rapidly the Indians are reaching a 
fair plane of civilization.  Rev. Edward Marsden, 
pastor Metlakatla Church, was in charge & played 
the organ. 
He sent me a very nice letter inviting me to attend 
and talk 10 minutes on the duty of the Indians as 
citizens, but I advised him that while I would be 
present I did not wish to talk, so he excused me - 
Met many of his choir after service. 

Diary 36, 1925 
April 20-21 

-20th – 
We began the trial of Charles Admr. v Dickerson’s, 
damage for the death of Mrs. Reed who fell 
through the platform over the beach at one of Mrs. 
D’s houses.  Got the jury and case went over till 
morning.   
SS. “Yukon” going north, was at docks nearly all 
day.  Dan Kennedy, Henry Crook, Bert Johnson, 
Jack McCord & Frank Manley & a dozen other old 
sourdough friends of Fairbanks mining days visited 
with me.  McCord employed me in the “oil game” & 
paid me a retainer; etc. 

-21st - 
Busy today trial Charles v Dickerson damage, in 
which I am assisting Grigsby. 

Diary 36, 1925 
April 21-23 

-21st – contd. 
Wrote letter to Dugas, Hyder, as promised the 
court I would do! 
Also wrote letter to Debbie addressed to Frye 
Hotel, Seattle. 

-22- 
Recd, telegram from Dugas, Hyder, saying he had 
sold to Blue & claimed nothing, etc, which fully 
relieves me from defending him further. 
Another days trial of Charles v Dickinson. 

-23- 
Trial of Charles v Dickinson continued - evidence 
all in, arguments tomorrow.  Recd. yesterday 
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telegram from E.L. Cobb, Santa Barbara, Cal. 
wanting to come to Juneau & close Tuppela case: 
Ans. saying “Come.” 

Diary 36, 1925 
April 24-25 

-24th – 
Trial of Charles v Dickinson, damages concluded 
today & submitted to jury this afternoon late - its a 
close case & anything the jury does will be about 
right.  Telegrams from E. Lang Cobb say he is 
coming to 
Alaska in Tuppela matter.  It will probably result in 
starting up the litigation over the Trust Estate 
again. 

-25th - 
Closed all my court business today.  Jury in 
Charles v Dickinson gave the plaintiff judgment for 
$3000. a small one for that case.  Am going to take 
the “Alameda” tonight for Juneau.  Leave the cases 
of Hummel & Johnson 

Diary 36, 1925 
April 25-26 

25 
against Dugas & Cripple Creek Min. Co. up in the 
air - but Judge Reed is so set against us that I will 
not gain anything by argument, so I will let him do it 
without argument.  Telegrams from Cobbs saying 
he will leave Seattle for Juneau on the 29th. 

-26th - 
Left Ketchikan at midnight on Alameda and this 
morning at breakfast time we were in Hunter Bay - 
at the cannery.  This bay is on the west side of 
Prince of Wales Island, near its south end.  It is a 
narrow rather shallow bay - but its houses are 
green with a beautiful forest of evergreens - It is a 
beautiful sunny 

Diary 36, 1925 
April 26 

26 
Sunday morning.  The migrating birds - robins, jays 
& a dozen other are fluttering about in the bushes, 
as happy and excited as about 20 high school 
children on board who are return to Juneau from 
the Ketchikan school meet.  They both sense the 
mating season - the birds and the youth of Juneau! 
We spent most of the day at the cannery dock 
unloading the summers supply of cannery supplies 
for this place.  Later the crews - fishermen, 
boatmen, cannery workmen - will arrive from 
Seattle and put up another seasons run of Alaskan 
Salmon - and in the fall will all sail away to Seattle - 
leaving Alaska just a little poorer, and its fisheries 
just a little nearer exhaustion! 

Diary 36, 1925 
April 26 

26 
As we moved out of the bay this evening into the 
roadstead between Prince of Wales Is. and Dall Is. 
we passed in sight of the ancient and abandoned 
Haida village of “Klinquan.”  Formerly it was an 
important village of the Haida’s, settled by a group 
of these Queen Charlotte Islanders, but in recent 
years these villagers have all moved to the new 
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town of Hydaburg, some miles north, across the 
narrow strait from Sukkwan, another ancient 
village, leaving Klinquan deserted and decaying.  A 
white Pres. Church, erected by my old Pioneer 
friend Dr. S. Hall Young, some 30 years ago, is yet 
standing, but the ancient Indian houses and totem 
poles are nearly all fallen. 

Diary 36, 1925 
April 26-27 

26 
We rounded the south end of Prince of Wales Is. 
into Clarence Straits, as the sun dropped into the 
Pacific.  Contrary to its usual mood the ocean was 
calm and quiet, and all passengers appeared at the 
supper table on steady legs. 

-27th - 
We reach Wrangell about 3 oclock, a.m. 
I went on shore and examined some public 
documents for the Mayor, and gathered information 
upon which I promised to give him a legal opinion 
on a new Sewer ordinance upon my arrival at the 
office in the Juneau.  We then sailed for Red Bluff 
on the east shore of Baranof Is to unload the 
summer supplies for 

Diary 36, 1925 
April 27 

27 
another cannery - after which we will return to 
Wrangell Narrows and Petersburg where I have 
other clients who will meet me and discuss their 
legal difficulties. 
The sky is overcast but the ocean is quiet as we 
round Cape Decision. 
Red Bluff bay is an indentation in the eastern wall 
of Baranoff Island, at a point about opposite the 
south end of Admiralty Is. 
The entrance is about 100 feet wide - the water is 
very deep & while the channel is narrow it is safe. 
Inside the bay opens out half a mile square - the 
cannery is hung to the north wall. The mountains 
surround it - they rise almost perpendicular to 
snowcapped peaks - the red bluff looks 

Diary 36, 1925 
April 27 

27 
like iron ore - but may be only rock. 
We landed and unloaded a few bundles of supplies 
for the cannery and then immediately left the 
narrow bay and steamed due East - between Kuiu 
Is. and Admiralty - toward Petersburg, where we 
arrived at 8 p.m.  We are now waiting for high tide 
to get out of Petersburg harbor, and will then go to 
Juneau.  I saw Olness, about the suit of the Bank v 
Olness and 
Bank v. Arness: also Tom Rice about the 
indictment just returned against him and Manuel 
Soares; also Conrad Hougen about the personal 
injury case on account of Chas. Green’s auto 
running over his child - then bed time! 
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Diary 36, 1925 
April 28-29 

-28th – 
Reached Juneau at 8 a.m. 
In office at work all day. A mass of letters etc. and 
go at once to work on Brief in Cobb v Lepisto, now 
on Wait of Error in Ct. Court of Appeals. 

-29th - 
This evenings Empire contains names of 
passengers on “Queen” leaving Seattle today - 
Debbie among them. 
Meeting of many members of Legislators in my 
office tonight, with Atty Gen. Rustgard, to consider 
defeating Appro. bill tomorrow. 8 Senators & 4 can 
defeat.  No decision - but threats of 4 to defeat it! 

Diary 36, 1925 
April 30 

-30th - 
Two of the 4 senators our friends relied on today to 
defeat the looting of the Territorial Treasury, stood 
up and voted their sentiments - Aldrich and Brown, 
the other two, Dunn and Hunt refused to stand, but 
voted with the other crowd and thus carry through 
a general raid on the Treasury.  The Legislature 
will adjourn tonight - It had really done little except 
to pass the appropriation bills, but these have not 
been little - but too large!  On other matters my 
friends, led by Wm L. Paul. gained all the 
advantages, and made good records. 

Diary 36, 1925 
May 1  

-May 1st- 
The Legislature adjourned last night. 
I have just finished my Mss. brief it the case of 
Cobb v Lepesto and am inclined to be pleased with 
it. 
My friends in the Legislature held a meeting in my 
office this afternoon - present Senators Aldrich and 
Brown, and Senator Hunt, Reps. Paul, Grant & 
Ferguson, 1st Div. Nylen representing himself, and 
Elliott & Sundquist, 2nd Div. and Ross from 4th.  
Also Rustgard, Atty. Genl. Cole, Decker, Steel, & 
myself.  The meeting agreed to prepare a 
statement for publication for delivery to the people 
of the Territory, setting out their 

Diary 36, 1925 
May 1 

1 
statement of the results of the session just closed, 
and to have it printed, and enculated with Pauls 
speech on the Dimond-Murray Resolution against 
U.S. Atty. Genl., now Judge Stone, for alleged 
statements against bad conditions in Alaska. 
I was chairman & was made Treasurer.  Will Steel, 
was asked to edit spring the statement & Pauls 
speech.  I had as my guests at dinner at the 
Gastineau Hotel this evening Paul, Grant, 
Ferguson, Elliott, & Steel. 
I wrote letter & sent Mrs. Martha McKinnon $250. 
being 1/2 her investment in the Cripple Creek Min. 
Co.  I assisted in securing the money & it is a 
failure. 
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Diary 36, 1925 
May 2-5 

-2nd – 
Working in office & waiting for Debbie! 

-3rd – 
Debbie came home last night at midnight - and we 
are once more back in our rooms on the top floor of 
the Zynda Hotel. 

-4- 
Busy in office. Arness case & the Cobb cases.  
Beautiful day - I am about persuaded to go to Cook 
Inlet to buy some cheap land on the north shore of 
Kachemak Bay. 

-5- 
Working in office on Cobb-Tuppela cases, & 
answering correspondence. 

Diary 36, 1925 
May 5-7 

5 
Dinner tonight with Atty. Genl. Rustgard & his 
Nome legislative friends. Rather a solemn 
occasion, though the chicken was well cooked.  
Am preparing for trip to Cook Inlet.  Also working 
on final corrections of brief in Cobb v Lepisto, on 
appeal to S.F. 

-6- 
Same as yesterday. 
Had Mrs. Teddy Kettleson & Lang Cobb with us to 
dinner tonight. 
Brief in Cobb v Lepisto served and ford. to Clerk Ct 
Ct. S.F. 

-7th - 
Same in office, getting ready for Cook Inlet.  Dinner 
with McKinnons, Mrs. Goddard & Dorothy Donald, 
Debbie & I, at McK’s. 

Diary 36, 1925 
May 8 

-8th - 
I am taking $500. in drafts - $100, $150. and $250. 
and also $250. in cash with me to Cook inlet.  Out 
of each I paid for my ticket & Renners = $40. each 
= $80. 
Sending “Pioneering Around Mt McKinley”, Mss, 
and map - no photographs etc. to Arthur H. Clark, 
5027 Prospect Ave. Cleveland, Ohio, for 
publication.  Wrote him good letter of explanation. 
[Wickersham wrote across page: Did not send it.] 
Finally concluded not to send it - but to write 
another chapter on the animals & Indians of the 
McKinley region, and rewrite one of the chapters 
on Climbing etc. 

Diary 36, 1925 
May 9 

-9th - 
Left Juneau last night at midnight on the “Admiral 
Evans.”  This morning we were in Icy Straits, a 
beautiful clear sky overhead but a low fog on the 
water.  We worked our way slowly through the 
icefield - and finally about noon came out by Cape 
Spencer into a calm and sunlit sea.  All afternoon 
we are driving west parallel to the coast - the 
Fairweather range stands clear & white - not a 
cloud over it.  A beautiful sea sunset & a few 
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halibut boats & a rest. 

Diary 36, 1925 
May 10 

-10th - 
A glorious clear day - we are going into Prince 
William Sound, passing Michek - at sundown.  
There are two suns - one in the sky the other in the 
water - the sound is perfectly calm & its waters are 
bronze.  The mountain ranges are clear, white and 
cold.  At noon we passed Cape St. Elias & its 
island - a beautiful picture in blue. 
Frank Berry & wife & many of my Alaskan friends 
aboard.  The Berrys are going into Fairbanks & 
Circle. Others to the Koyukuk & some to the oil 
fields at Kanatak. 

Diary 36, 1925 
May 11 

-11th - 
We arrived in Cordova last night at midnight - out 
on the wharf & tried to find Dr. Chase but failed - 
we were there only half an hour - At Valdez this 
morning at 7 a.m. too early to see Geo. Love - not 
up!  At La Touche for 20 minutes and in Seward at 
9 oclock.  Went to the Theater - movie - saw Gloria 
Swanson in “Zaza” – it was good.  Visited around 
town with Jack Renner & saw some of my old time 
friends.  Many leave the boat here for the interior 
on the train - Jack McCord will to westward on our 
boat tomorrow morning. 

Diary 36, 1925 
May 12 

-12th - 
We are yet (10. am.) at the Seward wharf 
unloading freight. Have walked the clean streets of 
Seward & visited with some of my friends. 
Raining - it rained all night. 
Left Seward just before noon - rough outside - but 
a fair wind. 
Still rough around cape & vessel rolls with light 
cargo.  I did not miss dinner, nor my after dinner 
cigar: Reached Port Chatham late - fine weather & 
calm sea on Cook Inlet. 

Diary 36, 1925 
May 13 

-13th - 
Came to life in Seldovia this morning - walk on the 
wharf & around town before breakfast.  Visited the 
Greek Russian Church - some old books in the 
Church garret but the attendant could not 
understand that I wanted Alaska books - I got 3 or 
4, but think they are merely Church books. 
Left Seldovia at 10 a.m. fine day reached Homer 
Spit at noon.  Down to Crittendens - dinner with 
him & daughter - am at Col. Crittendens for the 
night.  Homer Spit a beautiful spot. 

Diary 36, 1925 
May 14 

-14th - 
Col Crittenden, Jack Renner & I went to land end 
of Homer Spit this morning and then on to Mrs. 
Woodwards Hd. on to the little school house - with 
3 scholars, presided over by Miss Jean Flindall, 
back to dinner with Mrs. Woodward & after dinner 
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to see Joe, Lee, my old Valdez friend, who is 
conducting a successful fox farm.  The little school 
house interested me greatly - its the beginning of 
things.  The land around Mrs. W. fine - she has the 
beginning of a nice farm.  Back to Crittendens for 
tonight & back eastward tomorrow. 

Diary 36, 1925 
May 15 

-15- 
Left Homer Spit with Col. C. & Jack Renner for 
Miller’s - attempted to cross tide flats with team - 
got stuck in mud - came back to Mrs. Herringtons & 
had dinner - stared again went around & followed 
south shore on tide land & reached Millers, then on 
to Charlie Sharps for the night.  Gang of road 
builders at Millers visited with H.G. Howver - who is 
partner in Koyukuk placer mines with Tom 
Blaylock.  
Lands here are excellent for farms. Great coal 
veins along beach – some veins out across tide 
land. 

Diary 36, 1925 
May 16 

-16- 
Col. Crittenden, Howver & I went on East from 
Sharps & visited the Neilson farm, & thence along 
beach to Lisle’s Hd. at the mouth of Fritz Creek.  
Falls of Fritz Creek, on Lisle land, over coal beds.  
We went over & examined Blaylocks Hd - Fine high 
ground.  Saw great school of white whales - 
beluga’s - close along shore with enemies - the 
black fish - thrasher herding them - waiting to kill.  
Beluga’s a mile long - several hundred, apparently.  
Back to Sharps Hd. for the night. 

Diary 36, 1925 
May 17 

-17- 
Left Sharps & went west on the upper trail to 
Palmers Hd.  Over to Lambs Hd. bought for $600 - 
$100. cash & bal. when Cert. - they have proved 
up & have right to sell - contract in writing.   
Dinner with Palmers - Road gang building 
Territorial road on line between Palmer & Lamb. 
Went west on line, passed Soderberg & then to 
Mrs. Woodward with Jack.  Col. C. drove team 
back round south shore beach.  Jack & I walked 
beach from Woodwards to junction sand spit. Met 
Col. C. & thence back home to Col. C’s house on 
Sand Spit. 

Diary 36, 1925 
May 18 

-18- 
Left Homer Spit - at the land end - the opening into 
the back bay district, this morning on the gasoline 
boat “Dan.”  Capt. Soderberg, for Seldovia. Jack 
Renner & I, - and landed in Seldovia at noon.  It 
was cold on the boat - no fire - and I am chilled & 
cannot regain my warmth.  Dinner this evening with 
Mr. & Mrs. Anderson - a Mr. Maitland and Wm 
Herrington - the husband of Col. Crittenden’s dau-
ghter, present.  A good dinner & a pleasant talk.  
We are having trouble to get a boat to Seward or 
Anchorage & may have to stay here a week! 
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Diary 36, 1925 
May 19 

-19th - 
Spent day quietly - Went out with Jack Renner & 
Bill Herrington to examine limestone ledges on 
East Side of Entrance to Seldovia Harbor.  It is a 
rich deposit of calcite & said to be valuable as a 
flux in reducing ores at the smelter.  Jack Renner 
will go to Anchorage tonight on mail boat - I think I 
will go to La Touche, on halibut-cannery boat.  
Chambers, storekeeper here is from Chamber’s 
Prairie, Olympia, family.  Have spent an hour with 
him talking about the Nisqually plains people.  
Adam Lipke gave me an old Russian axe from Port 
Graham for the Museum at Juneau! 

Diary 36, 1925 
May 20 

-20th - 
I changed my mind about going on the halibut boat 
to La Touche - partly because the halibut boat did 
not come but principally because I wished very 
much to visit points on the shore of Kenai 
Peninsula - Ninilchick & Kenai, so I have 
determined to go to Anchorage on the “Salmo,” - a 
small mail carrying gas boat.  We left Seldovia this 
morning at 4 a.m. on this boat, with four 
passengers - Jack Renner & I, & an old man & his 
rather younger - but “fat and forty” wife - for 
Anchorage, and Bill Herrington for Homer Sand 
Spit.  He is the father 

Diary 36, 1925 
May 20 

20 
of Jack, Mary Jane & Perry - Col Crittendens grand 
children.  The “Salmo” is small, dirty, and without a 
single bunk to sleep in or any commissary - we are 
to sleep on boxes & Jack Renner will do what 
cooking we must have.  We put Harrington off at 
the end of the “Spit” at 6 a.m. & then took up our 
journey along the shore northward to Ninilchick 
where we arrived before noon.  Unloaded nearly all 
the freight on board here, which gives us more - or 
rather, some room in the cabin, or hold, for its a 
dirty, dark ill smelling hold without a single comfort.  
I was greatly interested in the formation’s 
dischored in the 

Diary 36, 1925 
May 20 

20 
cut bluffs along which we sailed.  They seem to be 
sandstone - and are ribboned with coal veins - all 
having a slight dip northward. There is a heavy 
body of this dirty coal in the Ninilchick bluff - but not 
mined or used - except as it is undermined by the 
waves and used for stove fuel in the little village.  A 
good sized creek falls into the Inlet at Ninilchick.  It 
enters the Inlet from behind a sandspit built up by 
the waves - the prevailing current and tide is from 
the south -the spit runs north - and the creek 
rounds the north end.  Our boat entered this creek 
& made its way up to the single store 
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Diary 36, 1925 
May 20 

20 
where it unloaded the cargo of merchandise on the 
bank in front of the store.  I visited the Russian 
Church, the school house - and many of the 20 
houses in this old Russian village but found little of 
interest.  There is no Russian priest here - they are 
under the jurisdiction of the Kenai priest who visits 
them at long intervals.  The gasoline schooner 
“Juno” is in the little harbor after two small rafts of 
small piles for fish trap use.  We left late & some 
time in the night were off Kasilof to deliver mail, but 
not to go ashore.  Weather good - but the boat is 
bad. br-r-r-r. 

Diary 36, 1925 
May 21 

-21st- 
Early this morning we arrived at Kenai, where we 
entered a bad harbor much like that described at 
Ninilchick - a larger edition - but muddy.  It was too 
early for the Kenaitze to be up, but I climbed the hill 
to see the town.  It is larger than Ninilchick - on top 
of the hill south of the Kenai river, which makes its 
harbor, and from the summit of this hill affords the 
visitor a fine view across the Inlet, and far to the 
north and south as well. 
The view up the river toward the mountains is 
good, -the trees are larger and the country better 
looking than at Ninilchick.  I was greatly 
disappointed 

Diary 36, 1925 
May 21 

21 
not to see the local Russian priest, but no one was 
yet up when the low tide hurried our ship out of the 
small and difficult harbor.  And here we gathered 
four more passengers for Anchorage.  We chugged 
along north, well in shore passed the East 
Foreland, and by many salmon trap sites where 
busy workmen were erecting poles and nets for 
catching the rich red salmon which will soon swim 
around each headland on a well known trail in the 
waters where the skillful trap men build their weirs.  
After noon we passed Point Possession, between 
which and Fire Island a school of white whales or 
belugas 

Diary 36, 1925 
May 21 

21 
were rolling in the muddy sea, and at a distance 
looked like white caps as they reveled. 

We reached Anchorage at 3. p.m. and I caught a  
taxi cab and went to the Anchorage Hotel - room 
bath, shave, etc. etc.  While thus engaged the 
proprietor, my friend Reed, informed me the 
Chamber of Commerce was giving a banquet and 
reception of welcome to Gov. George A. Parks - & 
would I go as his guest.  I went.  It was a dreary 
affair, the usual “delighted” speech of welcome, in 
which I joined - for 3 minutes - a short reception 
and I went to the hotel - when Gordon, 
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Diary 36, 1925 
May 21 

21 
- old time merchant from Fairbanks, Reed, a 
newspaper man named Bumey Stone and I talked 
Alaska and Alaskan newspapers & politics till 12. 
m. 

Reed asked me into his parlor where he has 
specially set and lighted a  

large oil painting of Mount McKinley, by Sidney 
Laurence - who has long made this hotel his home.  
It is a beautiful picture - and said to be really artistic 
in its character & coloring - anyway it is a beautiful 
picture of the great mountain. 
Am informed the train will go over to Seward on 
Saturday when we will meet the boat for home. 

Diary 36, 1925 
May 22 

22nd  
Called on Noel Smith, Supt. U.S. Ry. at his office 
and had a pleasant chat about conditions.  He is a 
railroad man - and I hope a good operator.  I asked 
him to give Jack Renner a job - and he promised to 
do so.  I had dinner at Cameron’s cafe tonight with 
Fred Harris, an old miner from Nome, who is now 
operating the Dodge Taxi Co. service here.  He 
told me of his mining & Prospecting venture on the 
upper Kuskokwim River - comes into the Inlet on 
west side, just below the West Foreland.  Says 
there are great banks of gravel there, & he 

Diary 36, 1925 
May 22 

22 
and his partners were there last year & will go back 
this summer to continue their work.  Told me many 
bear & beaver & fish stories.  One of the fish 
stories:  
They were sluicing and carried their water down to 
the upper end of the sluice box through 500 feet of 
16 inch tent hose.  Night coming on, and as they 
intended to “clean up” the boxes next morning 
the[y] cut off the pressure but allowed the water to 
run at low pressure all night.  The nozzle was 4 
inches in diameter, and was about 6 feet away 
from and 2 feet above the sluice box - the pressure 
threw a full 4 inch stream that 6 feet into the boxes.  
The next morning on coming to 

Diary 36, 1925 
May 22 

22 
work the found 3 big rainbow trout on the ground 
below the nozzle, and on going up the hose line 
ascertained from movements in the bagged hose 
that others were in the hose, - they could not get 
out the upper end - it was wired.  On raising the 
upper parts of the hose to empty it at the nozzle 17 
other big trout were poured out through the nozzle 
on the ground, and they then understood that these 
20 trout had come up through the sluice boxes, 
and had “jumped the falls” from the sluice boxes to 
the 4 inch nozzle, that 17 had made the jump & 
gone into the 4 inch hole, while 3 had struck the 
side and had fallen to the ground.  He swears to 
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the tale, so it must be true 

Diary 36, 1925 
May 22-23 

22 
[sketch of set up by Wickersham] 
Some fish story - but probably true.  Also the trout 
were from 12 to 18 in. long. 

-23rd - 
Called on many business men & friends.  Gov. 
Parks in his office - Field Service, U.S. Land Office 
etc.  Green, the Register & Acc. who thought he 
had a feud with me, but I knew nothing about it etc.  
The Anchorage Times carried a big story about the 
reception to Gov. Parks & gave me some attention!  
Called on the Editor in my rounds today - friendly. 
Left Anchorage at 215 for Seward.  Arrived Seward 
at 8 p.m. at Van Gilder Hotel. 
Conference with S.W. McCord about oil matters. 

Diary 36, 1925 
May 24-25 

-24th Sunday- 
Met Van Emple, artist, and visited his cabin to 
inspect his painting with McCord. - who bought one 
for $2500. 
Take my meals at Tommy Gamblers restaurant - 
Tommy was in Fairbanks in 1904 - an old Tanana 
sourdough.  Seward is exceptionally clean town - 
its streets, I mean, and is taking on an air of 
prosperity.  SS. Northwestern in the harbor but will 
not go out till tomorrow. 

-25th - 
Northwestern will go out about noon.  Conference 
with McCords experts in oil 
Left on N.W. at 8 p.m. storm outside. 

Diary 36, 1925 
May 26 

-26th - 
We were at LaTouche during the night.  At Valdes 
today at noon.  Went up town & spent an hour - 
saw many friends - Duggan took me up in his auto 
- says he has no word from Washington & does not 
know what Sutherland & Frame are doing.  Visited 
with Joe Dieringer - he is getting to be an old man - 
good old Joe!  Valdes still has hopes - the mines 
on the north side of the bay are yet being 
prospected. 
Arrived in Cordova after dinner - Dr Chase took me 
out in his auto over the new lake[?] road. 
Saw Eddie Boyle, McCain & other friends. 

Diary 36, 1925 
May 27 

-27th - 
Left Cordova wharf this morning after breakfast - 
The ocean is calm & quiet.  Cape St. Elias & a 
blood red sunset. 
Mr. Ernest Kellerstrass, 87th & Holmes St. Kansas 
City, Mo. is on the boat - He & his wife and two 
daughters - We have had long talks about 
Kachemak Bay.  He is an oil man - wealthy - and 
greatly interested in Alaska.  Offered me $500, for 
1/2 interest in my proposed purchase of 160 acres 
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of land - refused.  Asks me to keep him posted 
about that region - suggests interest in oil lands 
etc. He seems to be a very substantial business 
man. 

Diary 36, 1925 
May 28-30 

-28th – 
Fine day on the Gulf of Alaska - Entered Icy Straits 
this evening about 5 oclock.  Sunny & warm. 
Reached Juneau at Midnight. Debbie well & glad to 
be together. 

-29th – 
At court at 10. a.m.  Busy with cases - and in office.  
Large correspondence on hand - Am considering 
employing Harry Morton - at $15000  He is 
competent and my bad eyesight makes it almost 
necessary to have an assistant. 

-30th - 
Memorial Day - worked in office with Morton on 
Rice & Soares cases. 

Diary 36, 1925 
May 31- 
June 1 

-31st – 
Sunday - Received a letter from the Explorer’s 
Club of New York sending me a set of seven log 
books “of the noted whaler and explorer, William 
Scoresby, Dr. of Whitby, England,” etc and asking 
me to send them copies of books on geography, 
travel and exploration, etc.  I shall be interested to 
receive and to examine these books. 

-June 1.- 
Recd. copy of “Seven Log Books: Arctic Voyages 
of Captain William Scoresby. Dr. of Whitby, 
England.” beautifully printed by the Explorers Club, 
of New York - 300 copies printed & plates 
destroyed - and of 

Diary 36, 1925 
June 1 

1 
which mine is No. 8.  The Club wrote me a fine 
letter of presentation May 1st. and the 7 volumes 
are from the Knickerbocker Press, G.P. Putnam’s 
Sons, and are printed and bound in the best style.  
In return the Explorer’s Club ask for works on 
geography, travel & exploration - when printed.  
While the Scoresby Logbooks are Arctic they are 
not Alaskan. 
Argued demurrers in two cases in court today - 
U.S. v Risce & U.S. v Soares - assault with 
dangerous weapon.  Decision tomorrow. 

Diary 36, 1925 
June 2-3 

-June 2- 
Ralph Merrill on SS “Yukon,” this morning returning 
to his prospect on Port Wells, to do his annual 
assessment work.  Beautiful day. Court held 
against me on demurrer’s in cases argued 
yesterday, and we will set them down for trial at 
once.  Am busy getting evidence in shape. 

-3rd – 
Busy day with 2 criminal cases, Risce & Manuel 
Soares: Agreed with Dist. Atty. that Risce 
discharged - Soares pleaded guilty to simpler 
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assault, & put on probation for a year - a lucky 
ending to a bad case. 
Correspondence & opinion in Wrangell sewer 
assessment case. 

Diary 36, 1925 
June 4-5 

-4th – 
Wrote letters today to Col. Crittenden, his daughter 
Mrs. Herrington & her husband Bill Herrington, 
about Kachemak Bay - Busy in office with 
correspondence & getting other matters in shape.  
Had consultation with Roden, & Mrs. Hogue in 
attempt to get something for her out of the Hogue 
estate. 

-5th - 
Am preparing a letter to Oswald S. Finnie, 319 
Daly Ave. Ottowa, Canada, in relation to the Anglo-
Alaskan Steamship Co. and its operation in 
connection with the Grand Trunk Ry. from Prince 
Rupert, so as to give Alaska the benefit of traffic 
over that road to the Eastern States. 

Diary 36, 1925 
June 6-9 

-6th – 
Busy finishing up belated correspondence.  Letter 
to Gov. J.F.A. Strong on present conditions - also 
to Finnie, in re Transportation 

-7- 
A beautiful sunny Sunday.  In the office some, at 
home with Debbie more. 

-8th – 
Busy in office, as usual. 
Conference with Roden & Winn about Cobb 
trusteeship in Tuppela case. 

-9th - 
Received a telegram from the Clerk of the Circuit 
Court of Appeals, S.F. saying that court gave me a 
reversal of Cobb v Lepisto yesterday!  A good & 
wise court!  Fine weather & town is full of tourists.  
We are at work getting the office in shape again.  
Am correcting Mss. “Alaskan Nomenclature” - final 
issue. 

Diary 36, 1925 
June 10-11 

-10th – 
Recd. a letter from W.M. Bennett to whom I loaned 
$5,000. in July 20, 1921.  Says he is broke and 
cannot pay, now, but also intimates that I was a 
partner and he will not pay.  I have looked up the 
law carefully, and the facts, and I think I will have 
no trouble in establishing his legal responsibility - 
but to get the money from him is another thing.  
Still, he is a young man, and cannot afford to cover 
up indefinitely - I will get it sometime. 

-11th - 
Inquiry from Davis if I will sell my lots in Fairbanks 
& how much?  Sent night letter to Guy B. Erwin to 
attend to the matter for me. 

Diary 36, 1925 
June 12-13 

-12- 
Same as usual: Have again rewritten “Alaskan 
Nomenclature: A study in Geographic Genealogy” - 
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& sent it to Saturday Evening Post - on the chance 
they might publish it. 
Circuit Court of Appeals, S.F. has reversed 
McHugh v Alaska Steamship Co. on order of U.S. 
Sup. Ct. & sends it back for new trial. 
Robertson: Atty. for SS. Co. came in yesterday to 
suggest that they would settle - for $1250. 
I will see Barney & examine his foot - if it is well, 
we may have to settle. 

-13th - 
Debbie and I read with much interest a book review 
in the N.Y. Times of May 31, by Jerome E. Brooks, 
of “Bibliographical Essays: A Tribute 

Diary 36, 1925 
June 13-15 

13 
To Wilberforce Eames,” by a member of his 
bibliographically inclined friends and historians, 
and I sent for the book today, and wrote Dr. Eames 
a nice letter of congratulation. 

-14th – 
Telegram from town officials asking me to come to 
Wrangell for legal consultation - will go on first 
southbound boat. 
Mrs. W. expected Mrs. Doyle, one of her L.A. 
friends, and I expected Edw. Allen, Seattle, on SS. 
“Queen” - but neither came. 

-15- 
Same as usual in office.  Received copies of 
opinions of Ct. Court of Appeals in cases of Cobb v 
Lepisto and McHugh v Alaska SS. Co. - one for me 
& one against me. 

Diary 36, 1925 
June 16 

-16- 
Recd. yesterday telegram from Charles Bennett 
Smith, one of my Congressional friends from 
Buffalo, N.Y. saying he was on the SS. arriving in 
Juneau tonight.  Met him & Mrs. Smith, took them 
to our rooms where we had a pleasant hour in 
renewing old acquaintances & talking of our 
friendship while we all boarded at Congress Hall, 
Washington D.C.  Mr. Smith & I then went to the 
Governors Mansion, where a public reception to 
Gov. Parkes was being held.  Met & congratulated 
the new Governor, and visited with friends present, 
& then back home, & to the boat with Smiths. 
Busy in office as usual. 

Diary 36, 1925 
June 17-18 

-17- 
Began suit for my old Fairbanks friend Carl 
Johansen, against Carlsons etc. Pavlof Bay 
cannery, for wages. 
Am going to Wrangell on Queen.  Left Juneau 
tonight for Wrangell. 

-18th - 
Wrangell 2 p.m. today.  Met the Mayor & town 
officials & conferred with them about Sewer 
Assessments & gave them advice in relation to 
collecting delinquent sums due.  Am at John G. 
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Grands Wrangell Hotel. 
Many stampeders returning from the Stikine - 
Cassiar strike.  All report that it is a false report - no 
pay yet found. 

Diary 36, 1925 
June 19-20 

-19th – 
Spent the day quietly - conference with town 
offices as yesterday, and other business matters.  
The old hotel is excited tonight, for Mr. Grant’s 
daughter & two sons arrived on the “Princess” SS. 
from Seattle, where the daughter has just 
graduated & the boys passed their ann. exams. 

-20th - 
Left Wrangell early this morning on the “Rogers” for 
Juneau.  Beautiful trip through the Narrows - 4 
hours at Mountain village & Wrangell unloading 
freight - Big crowd of tourists. 
Read “Seward’s Folly” - a weak novel of Sitkan 
days, music & dancing. 

Diary 36, 1925 
June 21-23 

-21- 
Home this morning early.  The Rogers visited the 
Taku glacier - a glorious sunrise & the tourists 
impressed. 
Debbie in good health & happy. 

-22nd – 
Busy in office - things moving well. 
Morton busy copying Russian cards - Biblio - Made 
partial agreement with Roden in Tuppela case -
satisfactory.  Robertson for Alaska SS. Co. asked 
what I would settle McHugh case for = $3000.  He 
will submit it to Seattle office. 

-23rd - 
The SS. Yukon was in he harbor this forenoon and 
my 
old Nome friend, J.M. 

Diary 36, 1925 
June 23 

23 
Davidson, who laid out and constructed the 
Miocene ditch at Nome, and who is now going to 
Fairbanks to lay out & construct the long talked 
about Chatanika ditch to Cleary Creek, 
accompanied by Ivor Johnson, my partner in 
Discovery claim on Wolf creek, came in the office 
to pay me a brief visit.  We discussed early days in 
the two old camps, and the dredge’s and hopes of 
cleaning up the creeks of today.  Senator Dill was 
also here, but was taken out to see the Glacier by 
the Chamber of Commerce, so I did not get to see 
him.  I Wrote this note & sent it to the Gastineau 
Hotel:  

“Messrs Evarts & Crouch, 
Gastineau Hotel, Juneau 

Diary 36, 1925 
June 23-24 

23 
Gentlemen: This note is to invite you to come over 
to my office in the Valentine Building, just around 
the corner, and see my big locked moose horns, 
which I think will interest you - James Wickersham” 
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They came over & I found both of them to be fine 
young men - about 30 - strong & vigorous - & well 
informed about early days in the Fairbanks camp. 
Am busy setting up some cases. 

-24th - 
A busy day in the office.  Assisted in comparing 
cards in the biblio. of the Russian book section.  Its 
a mess, and I hope Geoghegan’s cards & Mss. will 
straighten it out for us. 

Diary 36, 1925 
June 25-28 

-25- 
Working with Morton on Russian section of 
Alaskan biblio - comparing cards, etc. 

-26- 
Working on pleadings etc. in Cobb cases - Tuppela 
Trust Estate. 

-27- 
Louis Lane, my friend of Nome days, came in this 
morning:  He is on a small whaling tug, going out to 
Kodiak to do whaling for fox feed - says whale 
meet is the natural food for foxes. 
A beautiful small yacht from Tacoma is anchored in 
the harbor. 

28th  
A rainy Sunday - rewriting some of the first Chapter 
of Pioneering Round Mt. McKinley. 

Diary 36, 1925 
June 29- 
July 1 

-29th – 
Working in office as usual. 

-30th – 
Recd. offer to compromise suit of Vass v Wilson 
Sylvester Mill Co. from Paul, for $4000. & prepared 
papers in blank & wrote letter to Gartley, Pres. of 
Co. recommending compromise & settlement. 
Working in office as usual. 
Great Earthquake yesterday in Santa Barbara, Cal. 
& many lives lost also enormous property loss.  
Lang Cobb received today telegram from his 
mother saying they escaped all damage. 

July 1. 
Morton is checking up cards Biblio from Bancroft, 
Dict. of Alaska Names, and Dall’s Resources of 
Alaska. 

Diary 36, 1925 
July 2 

-July 2nd - 
Recd. letter from Harry E. Pratt, Atty. at Fairbanks 
say the Co. had purchases the other 1/2 interest in 
Discovery claim on Wolf Creek, and had made 
application of U.S. patent, & requesting me to join 
the proceeding.  I signed power of Atty. to Pratt 
authorizing him to appear for me.  Also sent Guy B. 
Erwin power of atty. & asked him to secure patent 
for my claim 1st tier, right limit, off Discovery on 
Wolf.  Also wrote letter to Jack Renner at Curry, 
asking him to meet me in Seward on or soon after 
July 10 to locate quartz claims on Mills creek & at 
Red Mt. near Seldovia, & Mr. C.M. Wagner & Mike 
Sullivan 
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Diary 36, 1925 
July 2-3 

2 
came in to see me.  They are enroute to Yakataga 
beach, above Yakutat, to begin operations in 
drilling for oil for the General Petroleum Co.   
Wagner is their geological expert, and I had a long 
talk with him about oil on Admiralty Island, here 
opposite Juneau.  We agreed that shall gather all 
the data to be had which may assist us, and that 
about Sept. 1, he will go with me to inspect this 
region and determine if it may contain oil 
prospects! 

-3rd - 
Same as usual in office.  Mike Sullivan was in 
again for copies of oil location notices - & got them. 

Diary 36, 1925 
July 4 

-July 4th - 
Twenty five years ago today I first came into 
Alaska, on the SS. “State of California.”  We had 
Fourth celebration on board, and came into 
Ketchikan at night.  What a series of events in my 
life have happened since that day!  There was a 
good parade in town today - the troops from Fort 
Seward are here & the people turned out in flocks 
& the weather was good.  Debbie & I went over to 
the Palace Theater & listened to Jack Hellenthal, 
the orator of the day, and enjoyed and quite 
approved his patriotic speech. 
Saturday Evening Post returns my article on 
Alaska Nomenclature” saying they have an 
Alaskan article by Gov. Bone in type & cannot use 
another - So must it be! 

Diary 36, 1925 
July 5-6 

-5th – 
There was a general disregard of the prohibition 
law yesterday in Juneau. There were a large 
number of soldiers and their officers here from 
Chilkoot Barracks and all seemed to be drunk.  No 
attempt was made to enforce the law, though the 
officers could see the violations. 

-6th - 
Bishop Rowe in town - called on him.  Busy as 
usual in office. 
Robertson, attorney for the Alaska Steamship Co. 
brought Bogles letter offering to pay $2500. in full 
compromise of the McHugh case.  I am inclined to 
accept it & thus get a fair amount rather than run 
the risk of another trial. 

Diary 36, 1925 
July 7-9 

-7th – 
Same as usual in office. 

-8th – 
Recd. a long letter from John W. Frame Rep. Nat. 
Committeeman, now in Washington D.C. asking 
me to secure Bishop Cremont’s assistance etc. 
The Bishop has gone to Nome & cannot be had to 
assist.  Am sending letter to that effect.  Also 
writing him about the Fourth, as will Cash Cole and 
others. 
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-9th - 
Recd. telegram from Jack Renner at Anchorage:  
Sent him night letter Seward instructing him to buy 
a tent & two weeks outfit grub and go on to Mill 
Creek and go prospecting 

Diary 36, 1925 
July 9-10 

9 
Advised him I would leave here on Tuesday on the 
“Yukon,” 
and to meet me next train day afterward at the R.R. 
station etc. 
Agreed on a settlement of the case of McHugh v. 
Alaska Steamship Co. with attorneys for defendant: 
They are to pay us $2500. net, each side to pay its 
own costs.  Money to be paid in two weeks, or 
immediately after my return from Cook Inlet.  
Reserved a berth on the SS. Yukon for Tuesday. 

-10- 
Same as usual in office.  Valentine has been on big 
drunk over 4th Yesterday & last night suffered 
entire collapse & was taken to hospital. Doctors 
say may not live over night. 
His constitution entirely undermined by liquor - & 
many drunken stupors. 

Diary 36, 1925 
July 11-12 

-11th – 
Valentine reported recovering from his debauch - 
everybody is amused. 
I sent Sutherland a reply to an inquiry by telegraph 
giving substantially the facts about Harris contempt 
case, etc. 
Signed Stipulation settling McHugh case, 
according to our oral agreement. 
Judge Reed decided case - demurrer - Matheson 
Est. Grant, c National Security Co. against us - on 
demurrer.  He had decided with us on some matter 
twice before -and yet he may be right. 

-12- 
Debbie has been ill with cold, but is better.  Rainy 
Sunday - reading - studying Nat. Hist. of the Yukon 
country. 

Diary 36, 1925 
July 13-14 

-13th – 
As usual in office. Wrote an opinion for Town of 
Wrangell on right of Indians to equal advantages in 
public schools. 

-14th - 
Worked in office all day getting other work ready 
for Morton to do while I am gone to the westward. 
Dinner with Debbie & left on SS. “Yukon” at 9. p.m. 
Good room. 
Genl Taylor, & Genl. Richardson - “Col. Dick” & 
Col. Steese on board going to Fairbanks & other 
interior points to inspect “things.” 
Gus Borgen, Merchant Seward, H.H. Ross of 
Fairbanks with Ed. his brother of Ester Creek 
mines & a few other Alaskans - but the passenger 
list is mainly tourists. 
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Diary 36, 1925 
July 15 

-15th - 
Slept late - at Port Althorp cannery in afternoon 
unloading supplies.  Mrs. Dan Sutherland & 
Donald, her son, on board, going to Fairbanks.  
Mrs. S. has never been to Seward, Anchorage, or 
Fairbanks.  She has always gone up or down the 
Yukon - this is her first trip over the Railroad: She 
is pleasant but not overly enthusiastic.  Richardson 
does not speak. Poor old Dick, he imagines he has 
a feud with me - and I do not have one with him or 
any one else on earth - but am content to let him 
go his way - for he is but a fool Army officer.  
Sunny & bright at Althorp, although it looks like it 
would rain with very little effort. 

Diary 36, 1925 
July 16 

-16th - 
Crossed Gulf of Alaska last night and today.  
Beautiful weather & calm sea - I thought I heard a 
familiar rasping ladies voice at General 
Richardson’s table – and later ran into Mrs. Bill 
Humphrey, of Seattle! 
She & his sister are taking the round trip on the 
Yukon.  Also met a Mifs Bwoire - a school teacher 
from Seattle - who tells me she is going to Sunrise 
to invest in a placer mine!  Arrived in Cordova this 
p.m. at supper time. 
Ross & I went up town - called on Dr. Chase, went 
to the theater - movies - & then back to the boat.  
Col. Steese came around & talked quite a while in 
a friendly way. 

Diary 36, 1925 
July 17 

17th 
Early this morning the boat went down to the 
Shepherds point cannery & unloaded freight till 
noon - then took to the Cordova wharf.  An early 
train took about 60 of our passengers out to Childs 
glacier.  It returned at 2 p.m. & we have now sailed 
for Valdes via the Columbia glacier. 
Mifs Sinding, the singer, & I got into conversation - 
she is pleasant but I think rather hard boiled.  Our 
boat gave us a fine visit to Columbia glacier. 
Valdez at 6 p.m. till midnight.  Had a good visit with 
Joe Binke, Ed. Wood, Judge Love & other old 
Valdesans - walked the streets & took a good look 
at the fading old town - left harbor at midnight. 

Diary 36, 1925 
July 18-19 

-18th – 
At canneries in Dryer Bay this forenoon. 
Have met Prof. Theodore Lyman, of Harvard - 
pleasant acquaintance - he has toured Alaska 
before - & the World, too - Gave him a letter of 
introduction to Richard H. Geoghegan, Fairbanks, 
and asked him particularly to visit him & get him to 
talk. 
At 10:30 tonight stared for Seward. 

-19th - 
Arrived Seward - Met Jack Renner sent him on out 
to Mile 29, bought outfit & supplies $94.60.  I will go 
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out on morning train.  Attended M.E. Church, heard 
Dr. Snapes (Baptist) preach.  Snapes, wife & 
daughter from Oakland, Cal.  His sermon on “faith.” 

Diary 36, 1925 
July 20 

-20th - 
and Jack Renner - they were partners - “pardners” 
they call it - in 1895 when they first discovered gold 
on Mills Creek.  They made the first locations & 
“took out” many thousand dollars - & spent it like 
most miners have done.  Bob is an old 
frontiersman - in Utah & the plains region in 1870 - 
Juneau, Alaska, 1883, where he & Jack Renner 
became pardners. 
They came to Cook Inlet about 1889 - and to 
Sunrise and these creeks in 1895, when they made 
the first discovery on Mills Creek.  They tell me the 
strike brought them waves of a stampede - Frank 
Howard (now of Fort Gibbon where he is U.S. 
Com., and Carpenter, who froze to death at Nome 
in 1901-2, were here as reporters 

Diary 36, 1925 
July 20 

20 
for newspapers.  “Tessie Le Roy,” “Hattie,” Mrs. Hill 
and another one or two represented the mining 
camp women followers & dance hall, while 300 
miners took out about $400,000 in gold dust - in 
each year.  Old cabins yet stand - a few - the most 
have gone the way of the flesh - while piles of rock 
show where the mines dug their dust.  All is 
overgrown with grass & flowers - small cottonwood 
& brush - tall green grass - wild roses, columbine, 
blue bells & a variety of others.  Two graves on the 
hillside - at the lower end of the lake - half a mile 
above the old camp - between the new road & the 
lake - contain the bodies of Bobs wife and child.  
Only bob and Jack are left! 

Diary 36, 1925 
July 20 

20 
Good sleep at the road camp & a warm heavy 
breakfast - I reached Bob Michaelsons cabin half a 
mile down stream - just above the place where the 
combined creeks fall in to the Canyon.  Here we 
packed the two horses which are to carry our 
packs over the hill into Mills Creek proper, and up 
that stream to the supposed Manganese vein we 
are going to inspect.  I left ahead of the party and 
have climbed up the long old trail to the summit 
where a sign board reads “Robert Michaelson 
Camp - On the Trail of Lone Some Pines, Mills 
Creek, Alaska,” shows the old miner is sentimental 
as well as thrifty.   
From my seat on the trail side I can 

Diary 36, 1925 
July 21 

-July 21st - 
see the valley far off south with the new automobile 
road in process of building showing up clearly for 
miles - down to Canyon Creek. 
But the flowers along the trail are so many, so 
striking in their flaming colors - those called Indian 

J:\hist_docs\wickersham\ASL-MS0107-6-36.doc 



Alaska State Library - Historical Collections, PO Box 110571, Juneau AK 99811-0571 
Diary of James Wickersham. Feb. 18, 1925 to – Aug. 24, 1926. 
MS 107 BOX 6 DIARY 36  
 

pinks in my boyhood days on the wild prairies of 
Illinois, are white to yellow here - We crossed 
Juneau creek above its junction with Mills Creek, - 
crossed the old ditches, cuts & workings of a 
quarter of a century ago, and down a new long trail 
into Mills creek. 
Along the bottom of an old flume ditch - with 
masses of Columbine, roses, bluebells, snap 
dragon and the white umbrella shaped flowers of 
the 

Diary 36, 1925 
July 21 

21 
[missing flower name] striking us in the face and 
filling our every sense with beauty and pleasure. 
The cabin of Fred Matz, a miner of 1896, for lunch. 
Fred Matz is a German & a good citizen also a 
good gardener - fine potatoes.  Walked our, horses 
across Bur poles with riffles - sluice box riffles, for a 
bridge.  They have more sense than men - both 
good horses wise in the ways of the woods & trails.  
After lunch we continued up the south side of Mills 
Creek – old trail, overgrown with masses of 
flowers.  Men & horses followed old ditch high on 
hillside while I followed old trail along the river.  
Many young birds.  At about 11 above, Mrs. 
Petersens claim, I found “Whistlers” – ground 
hogs”.  We had a duo – he would 

Diary 36, 1925 
July 21 

21 
whistle – one breath, ands I one, & repeat at any 
number of times, but when I varied his single note 
& began on “Hail Columbia,” the unpatriotic “hog” – 
“boche,” got scared & ran under his rock.  Saw 
many ptarmigan – with white & brown.  Farther up 
the creek – above “Timberline Creek,” a great slide 
forced us to take to the mountainside & we climbed 
at least a thousand feet above the river, on the 
south side to get along.  I was ahead hunting a 
trail, and on the top of the great bench, at a little 
stream, I came on a fresh bear sign – he had been 
digging roots, in the bed of a small stream.  On 
going out on a point 

Diary 36, 1925 
July 21 

21 
to signal the men & horses the way to come, I 
heard them cry “bear, “ & make signs showing two 
black bear had just run out of a small bunch of 
timber I had just passed through on my way up, & 
ran only a hundred yards ahead of the horses on 
up the mountainside.  We are camped about 2 
miles below Stormy Creek on the south side of 
Mills Creek on the south side of Mills Creek, & 
have our tent up – in a willow thicket by the side of 
the river: a brush base, with grass on top & then 
our horse blankets & bedding.  We had a good 
dinner.  A beautiful sunny day – but cold tonight. 
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Diary 36, 1925 
July 21-22 

21 
Bob Michaelson was born in Holstein, at the mouth 
of the Elbe in 1846 - he is 78 years old, Cassiar 
miner, etc. 
He and Jack located the first claims in this district 
on July 29th 1895 - 30 years ago. 

-22nd - 
We crossed Mills Creek this morning & came up to 
Stormy Creek, where I attempted to wade with big 
rubber boats - fell over a slippery rock & got a good 
wetting - by boots full.  Established camp in the 
forks above Stormy creek, in a bunch of scrub 
mountain hemlock.  After lunch we went hunting for 
the ledge of 

Diary 36, 1925 
July 22 

22 
Manganese iron & found it in the Mills Creek 
Canyon opposite our camp and about a mile 
upstream from Stormy mouth.  It looks like a big 
body & is exposed for 500 or 600 feet, where it 
crosses Mill creek.  We will locate it in the morning.  
Another beautiful sunny day - we have a good 
camp, and are satisfied now that we have located 
to place, 

“Ibex Again. 
Both Renner & Michaelson swear there are ibex on 
Hope mountain - just west - a mile to the foot - from 
Hope - Say the animal is white - straight black 
horns, with a spike like 

Diary 36, 1925 
July 22-23 

22 
- a prong like an antelope - They are both 
acquainted - with the white sheep & the goat - for 
30 years around Hope & Sunrise, and declare this 
is a very different animal. 

-23rd - 
We have this day located two quartz manganese 
iron claims with the center stake for both just above 
the Manganese falls - on the east side, with a 
general strike of the two claims from north east to 
South west - 3000 feet north east to south west, 
with center at Manganese falls, 300 feet on each 
side of the center.  We set a big square mountain 
hemlock stake at the center, with high rock pile 

Diary 36, 1925 
July 23 

23 
or rather manganese ore pile around it - set it on 
the ore body - & smaller stakes and rock piles to 
the north east and along the common middle line, 
but we could not cross the Mills Creek so could not 
set the south west corner posts, for which we 
substituted directions & measurements on the 
location notices - of which there were two - one on 
each side of our big squared center post.  The 
north east claim we called the “Whistler” &. the 
south west claim we called the “Ptarmigan” as we 
saw many of each on the claims. 
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Diary 36, 1925 
July 23 

23 
[Detailed sketch map of claim boundaries and 
natural features by Wickersham – map 1] 

Diary 36, 1925 
July 23 

23 
[Detailed sketch map of claim boundaries and 
natural features by Wickersham – map 2] 

Diary 36, 1925 
July 24 

-24th - 
A glorious sun rising in the mountains.  The sky is 
clear - not a cloud, and the sun came round the 
great peak on the south side of Stormy Creek & 
woke us early.  Its a fine warm day for the trip 
home.  We left our camp at 930, went across 
Stormy Creek on snow glacier - and on down to 
Timberline Creek, where we crossed Mills Creek 
on the horses - Found young man by the name of 
Guinn here prospecting south side of Mills.  He 
says its his third year - he is looking for a high 

Diary 36, 1925 
July 24 

24 
pay streak on the left (south) limit of Mills Creek, 
but so far without success.  He had dinner (lunch) 
with us.  I gave him some cigarettes, matches, etc.  
We began our trail downward in Schmeezer’s ditch 
- He worked ten years - alone - on this high ditch, & 
finally quit.  It comes down within half a mile of the 
mouth of Juneau creek - 200 or 300 feet above 
Mills creek, when he quit. 
Waded today through flowers - above Stormy - in 
Manganese valley.  There are miles of pansies, 
and Lupine & other beautiful flowers - by the 
hundreds of acres. 
At Matz cabin & crossed the 

Diary 36, 1925 
July 24 

24 
pole bridge in safety again.  Matz tells us Gus 
Borgin was here & left yesterday.  He is 
considering buying Mat’s claims - after 29 years 
Matz is willing to sell - for $2500.00!  He has a fine 
garden - & lives in peace and happiness with 
“Stub” his big sled dog.  Over the bench between 
Mills & Juneau creeks - and then I walked the old 
miners ditch by which Michaelson takes - or rather 
took - water high over his gravel benches for work. 
This big ditch is now broken and dry, and no longer 
used.  It is filled with grass, head high, and with 
columbine, Scotch blue bells 

Diary 36, 1925 
July 24 

24 
and other flaming colored flowers and suggest the 
sympathy of nature at the near approach of the last 
days of this first pioneer miner of this once live 
camp - a pioneer of 30 years hard work on these 
old worked out claims, ditches etc. He is now 78 - 
nearly 80 years old, but as full of hope as a boy of 
20.  He is confident that if he can only get water on 
his workings the yellow gold will fill his sluice boxes 
as in years gone by. 
Hope supports prospectors and miners - who are 
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always rich - in anticipation, if in no other way.  
Have reached Michaelsons cabin ahead of the 
horses & men. 

Diary 36, 1925 
July 25-27 

-25- 
Staid all night at the road camp - and will remain 
here this morning - the auto will go down to “29” 
this afternoon.  Road camp auto brought us down 
to Mile 29 - or Moose Pass station this afternoon - 
changed my clothes & left my old suit to be 
patched & sent back to Michaelson.  On train to 
Seward - Van Gilder Hotel - bathe, dinner & bed. 

-27th – 
Capt. Whitney, U.S. Inspector Boilers & Hulls, is 
here.  He has chrome claims at Red Mt - after 
consultation with him I have concluded not to send 
Renner there - I will go home, and take that matter 
up at a better time - after I have more information. 
The steamship 

Diary 36, 1925 
July 27-28 

27 
“Northwestern” ought to have gone yesterday I if so 
I would have gone home on her.  But today Jack 
McCord insists I stay over to assist him in securing 
a settlement & compromise with Gray and 
Balderston, and I have consented to do so.  Send 
letter to Debbie with check for $100. and letter to 
Morton with $75. & will stay till next Sunday. 

-28th - 
Was at Chamber of Commerce dinner - Evarts, & 
others spoke briefly - so did I.  Went out with Ray 
for auto ride to the Hatchery, etc. Bryan is dead. 
Went to the movies - Am reading Record in 
DeHone v Gordon - for Ray. 

Diary 36, 1925 
July 28-29 

28 
I told Mr. Evarts - writer for Saturday Evening Post, 
about Jack Renner’s claim that there were Ibex on 
the mountain near Hope & induced him to talk to 
Jack.  I got them together at Jack McCord’s office, 
and Evarts seemed to take great interest in the 
matter, and engaged Jack to go with him to Hope 
to see if there was really such an animal there. 

-29th - 
Spent the day with McCord & Ray examining into 
the title to the Ray and Balderston claims on Bear 
Creek Dome, in the east field at Cold Bay.  Will 
probably finish tomorrow. 

Diary 36, 1925 
July 30 

-30th - 
Tried to get accommodations on the “Admiral 
Evans” tonight for Juneau, but a large excursion 
party from the interior came in & took every berth & 
I can only get steerage - so I’ll wait till Sunday.  Put 
in the day with McCord, in conference with Ray 
and Balderston, in attempting to arrange terms for 
purchase by McCord of two oil claims.  It seems 
tonight as if the trade will be made in which event I 
will have to attend to a contest over an assignment 
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in the land office.  Its a fight anyway for the claims 
expire 
in March, 1926. 

Diary 36, 1925 
July 30 

30 
[clipping] 

SEWARD DAILY GATEWAY 
JULY 30, 1925 

A DIFFERENCE IN OPINIONS 
In yesterday’s issue of the Gateway the opinions 

of two men were given as to the development of 
Alaska by the government railroad.  Congressman 
Free of California said the road started nowhere 
and ended nowhere, and in the fulness of his 
wisdom elaborated on how much better roads and 
trails would have been, forgetting apparently that 
roads and trails with no place to go would be as 
useless as he claims the railroad is. 

On the other hand we have the statement of 
James Wickersham, former delegate to congress 
from Alaska, former judge of the Territory, and a 
man who is perhaps better posted on the 
development of Alaska, its resources and its needs 
than any other living man.  Mr. Wickersham 
declares the railroad is developing the country at a 
rapid rate and sees much improvement in 
conditions here since his last trip north.  His words 
of confidence and optimism are refreshing when 
one considers the different brands of wisdom 
expressed by two men whose judgment 
is widely divergent. Congressman Free sees the 
territory through the eyes of an outsider, with small 
businesses, squalor and little to induce immigration 
save the scenery and fish.  Judge Wickersham 
looks at the Territory through the eyes of a pioneer, 
seeing the vast possibilities extended in case 
development is allowed to proceed unchecked and 
unhampered by government regulations under the 
guise of conservation.  He knows that an empire in 
the making lies dormant awaiting the magic touch 
of capital to transform it into a veritable treasure 
house for the nation.  He knows the difference 
between travel by dogsled and by automobile, and 
realizes that Alaska is forging ahead because he 
has the knowledge of comparison between past 
and present whereas Congressman Free sees 
things as they are at the present time and has no 
knowledge of conditions in the past. 

Transportation in Alaska is as cheap as it can be 
made until more tonnage is provided.  It may be 
true that each family in Alaska costs the 
government $3000, but it must be remembered 
that ninety per cent of the cost comes from useless 
bureaus and useless officials, whose interest in the 
Territory extends as far as their salary and no 
farther.   
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Alaska today is as California was in 1870.  It has 
the advantage of modern improvements and 
modern transportation, but lacks the population of 
California at that period.  The Territory has shown 
that it can support 
a population of a million or more in comfort, but it 
must have an opportunity to open its resources and 
provide jobs for these millions. 

Alaska seen through the eyes of a visitor is an 
object of curiosity and commiseration.  Seen 
through the eyes of an Alaskan it is Home. 

 
[clipping]  

JUDGE WICKERSHAM  
LEAVES FOR SOUTH 

James Wickersham of Juneau, former Alaska 
delegate to congress, who has been in this district 
on business matters for the last two weeks, 
expects to secure reservations on the Admiral 
Watson, southbound, which is scheduled to arrive 
in port at one o’clock in the morning. 

 
The Gateway is one of my feudist enemies - he 
thinks so, anyway: The foregoing is interesting for 
that reason.  I am glad, however, he has enough 
manhood to stand by the interest of the Territory. 

Diary 36, 1925 
July 31- 
August 1 

-31st – 
Worked all day on contract between McCord & Roy 
& Balderston for the sale of their two oil claims on 
the Bear Creek Dome to McCord. Have reservation 
on “Alaska” for Sunday. 

-August 1st- 
Worked all day again on contract between McCord 
& Roy Balderston. Think it is all agreed on tonight - 
McCord paid me $200, and I am to charge a 
reasonable fee.  The SS. Alaska is in the harbor & I 
will go home tomorrow.  Hal Everts, writer, thinks 
he will go to Hope Mt, with Jack Renner to hunt for 
Ibex! 

Diary 36, 1925 
August 2 

-Aug. 2nd - 
After much wrangling on part of Balderston, got 
agreement between McCord & B. and Roy - and 
made final draft of contract.  Mrs. Chase, Judge 
Richies stenographer - made copies & extras.  My 
boat - the “Alaska” - Capt. Gus Nord, is in the 
harbor & I have my ticket to go home. McCord & 
Party will go to the westward - to Kodiak, where 
Jack is beginning the location of a ranch on the 
Sitkadalik Is.  While his surveyors will go to the oil 
fields to work. 
Go on board the Alaska tonight for fear she may 
start on her trip southward before morning. Have 
enjoyed my visit to Seward. 
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Diary 36, 1925 
August 3 

-3rd- 
Still at wharf this morning. Soon as I had breakfast 
went to Rays office & began hustling to get the 
contracts with Ray & Balderston signed up. 
Read them over with Ray & got them signed by 
Ray, Balderston & McCord - Am pleased to have 
the job done before I leave!  The “Alaska” left 
Seward at 11 a.m. Ocean smooth as a lake - 
Horace leach, Cordova, on board & many other of 
my friends.  I have a good room - No 10. alone. 
A stranger, who is said to be a “writer” for Hearsts, 
and an I.W.W.  

Diary 36, 1925 
August 3 

3 
crank from Anchorage “jumped” me tonight - by 
innuendo - & denounced Alaskan politicians etc.  I 
kept still and let them rant.  The “writer” declared 
that all Congressmen were dishonest & said he 
“knew”, because he had “bribed” bought & paid for” 
certain officials in franchise matters etc. wherat he 
was cricicised severely by others present for such 
criminal activities.  These two men profess to be 
friends of Congressman Free of California, who is 
just now putting his interviews into the bipartisan 
press, the Seward Gateway, Cordova Times, 
Juneau Empire & Ketchikan Chronicle, in aid of the 
Demo-Rep. Cannery interests. 

Diary 36, 1925 
August 4 

-4th- 
In Valdes this afternoon - Saw Duggan.  Mrs. 
Sutherland came aboard “Alaska.”  At Cordova 
tonight - political talks with Dr. Chase, McCane & 
Dr.  They have written strong letter of criticism 
against Congressman Frees interviews & will send 
it to Paul for publication in his Fisherman etc. They 
intend to publish a pamphlet in answer to his 
attacks & will attempt to get a “Back Fire” in his 
own district.  I was in consultation with them and 
suggested to them the necessity of getting the 
Cordova Fishermens Union to sign the letter, & 
sending it to the Democratic papers in Frees 
district. 

Diary 36, 1925 
August 5-6 

-5th – 
Across the “briny” from Hinchinbrook to Cape 
Spencer - fine weather. 

-6th - 
Reached Juneau before noon today.  Office in 
good shape.  Debbie well. 
To work at once on correspondence.  Received 
package containing R.H. Geoghegans translation 
of Father Veniaminoff’s “Vocabulary of the Aleutian 
language as spoken on the Fox islands”, 1846, 
also,  “Words in the upper Tanana Dialect, 
gathered by James J. Geoghegan, 1904-6, also 
vocabulary Aleutian words, comparing Veniaminoff 
& Zakharof, also translation of part of Brasseur de 
Bourbourg’s Yucatan etc. - for my collection of 
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Mss. 

Diary 36, 1925 
August 7-11 

-7- 
Got the case of McHugh v Alaska SS Co. settled 
up today & money paid to McHugh, also my 
expenses & fees. Business good in the office. 
Raining. 

-8- 
In office as usual.  Work in Court. 

-9- 
Same as yesterday.  Sunday. 

-10- 
Drawing Answer in Matheson Estate, & also 
Amended Complaint in case of Matheson - Grant v 
National Surety Co. 

-11th - 
Finished pleadings in Matheson cases. Harry going 
to Petersburg. 

Diary 36, 1925 
August 12 

-12- 
Lockie McKinnon has spent all his money on 
building Flats - and I am now obliged to form a 
corporation McKinnon Investment Co. so as to 
enable him to issue bonds to complete his 
buildings.  Prepared Articles of Corporation today 
for him.  Morton goes to Petersburg tonight to 
gather the evidence in the matter of the Hogue 
estate.  Mrs. H. & her new husband both drowned 
a few days ago. They think he killed her & then 
threw himself overboard & drowned. 
Sent my “Alaskan Nomenclature” article to the 
American Mercury Editors. 

Diary 36, 1925 
August 13-14 

-13th – 
Working on McKinnon Inv. Co. matter. 
Am having copy of my photos of original receipt 
Baron Stoekcl, Russian Ambassador gave for 
$7,200,000 pd. for Alaska, frame, with copy of 
warrant etc. for the Museum - will present to the 
Museum - Father Kashaveroff has promised to get 
me a set of the Russian schoolbooks in use in 
Alaska before the Purchase. 
Morton is gone to Petersburg on business. 

-14- 
Have written a Prospectus for McKinnon 
Investment Co. to enable them to secure funds to 
complete the McKinnon Apartments. 
Being printed by the Empire office. 

Diary 36, 1925 
August 15 

-15- 
McKinnon’s prospectus pleases him & also 
Behrends, who will act as the Trustee for his bond 
issue = $40,000.00 

Mr. Wangensteen, of Auster, Auster & 
Wangensteen, of Chisolm, Minnesota, attorney for 
Tuppela’s niece, is here and Lang Cobb and W- 
and I have been conferring on settlement of case, 
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so as to secure approval  of John H. Cobb’s act. & 
Lang’s and his discharge: Looks agreeable. 
My old Mining friend, the painter Ross, who went to 
40 Mile in 1888, and to Fairbanks in 1903, is much 
interested just now in Montana Creek, 15 miles 
north of Juneau, & I have consented that he may 
located 2 placer claims for me. I am to do assest. 
work only. 

Diary 36, 1925 
August 16-17 

-16- 
Spent the day (Sunday) with Debbie at John B. 
Marshalls ranch & fox farm near Mendenhall 
glacier.  A beautiful day & the Garmicks and Skuse 
families also present.  Enjoyed the sunshine, trees, 
& beautiful mountain scenery. 

-17- 
Harry F. Morton back last night from Petersburg.  
He got the case of Haugen v Green settled - injury 
to Haugen child by Greens automobile - also much 
evidence in U.S. v Adams, and a basis for 
settlement of Hogue estate with Cornelius - No 
discovery yet of bodies of Mrs. Hogue-Risce or 
Risce, who were drowned some time ago, while 
drunk - from Risce’s boat in Wrangell Narrows. 

Diary 36, 1925 
August 17-19 

-17th – continued 
Articles of Incorporation of McKinnon Inv. Co. filed 
today - meeting for organization completed & 
minutes written up etc. 
Busy in office. 

-18th – 
Busy as usual in the office. 

-19th - 
Bought 20 acres of Soldiers’ Additional Hd. scrip 
today and will take up Lot 6, Sec. 35. Tp. 6. 13 W. - 
19.79 acres on Homer Spit, Kachemak Bay - with 
it.  Employed Frank Boyle to attend to the matter 
for me.  It cost me a 2250 per acre.  I shall begin a 
townsite there - it looks like a good spot for a town 
for opening country north of that great bay. 

Diary 36, 1925 
August 20-21 

-20- 
Busy in the office – as usual. 

-21st - 
Since I attempted to convince the Sec. of the Navy 
and the Sec. of the Interior, in my letters in 1921 - 
June, that Kachemak Bay was the proper and best 
harbor on the coasts of Alaska for a Naval Base, I 
have been deeply interested in the region.  I sought 
then to get the Sec. of the Interior to withdraw the 
Homer spit and some lands on the north shore of 
the bay adjoining the sandspit and lay out an ideal 
town site, and sell the lots for what the surveys and 
the government price of the land would amount to - 
and sought to induce the 

Diary 36, 1925 
August 21 

21 
Sec-of the Navy to locate the North Pacific Naval 
Base there -but did not succeed - on account, I 
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think of the Oil & other Scandals just then coming 
on.  However there have been such examinations 
as to the base etc. made, but the Navy threw all its 
power to Hawaii - Pear Harbor - and the Alaskan 
idea has been neglected - if not abandoned.  I also 
urged Genl. Goethals and his New York friends to 
take over the Govt. Ry. & utilize Kachemak Bay as 
a terminal, but as this would necessitate the 
building of 150 miles of additional railroad they 
declined to take up the project.  Now, I am 
determined to secure some property on the sand 
spit, and find there as one lot - Lot 4. Sec. 35. 
containing 19.79 acres 

Diary 36, 1925 
August 21 

21 
adjoining but seemingly not included in the 
Crittenden Homestead.  I have made 
arrangements to take it with Soldiers additional Hd. 
Scrip - provided it is vacant.  Have had Frank Boyle 
telegraph to the U.S. Land Office, Anchorage 
inquiring if it is vacant, and if it is he will attend to 
securing it for me. 
If I could be assured of enough legal - law business 
there I should not hesitate to move out there & 
reside, for it is a much better climate than that at 
Juneau, and a much more agreeable place of 
residence from every other point of view.  Anyway I 
will secure a basis of property there! 

Diary 36, 1925 
August 22 

-22nd . 
Argued motion in case of Winn v Cobb etc. before 
Judge Reed - made a statement of intention to file 
Act, for Lang Cobb & ask for accounting etc. 
Lang & Wangensteen are over examining property 
at Chichagoff island. 
Busy in office – “Pathfinder” for July has first 
Chapter on “Newspapers.” 
Am assisting McKinnons to start their McKinnon 
Investment Co. off in good shape.  Their building is 
going up nicely and will be one of the finest looking 
apartment houses in Alaska.  I am anxious to get 
them in good shape with the project. 

Diary 36, 1925 
August 23 

-23rd - 
Sunday:  The SS. Queen in at midnight.  While she 
was at the Wharf at Ketchikan a bootlegger 
brought a package on board & placed it in a vacant 
stateroom.  Marshal Beaumont waited till he went 
ashore and then went to the room and transferred 
the package to his own room.  It contained 12 
quarts of Whisky!  Knowing he had been seen 
Beaumont told the story & the Captain demanded 
that he turn over the liquor B. refused, the Captain 
sent the Ships officers to his room & seized it, & 
turned it in to the Customs officers at Wrangell.  
The story is that Beaumont was kept under arrest.  
Liquor turned over to Shoup, Dist. Atty. and there is 
much talk - but little action. 
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Diary 36, 1925 
August 24 

-24th - 
My 68th Birthday! 
I bought 20 acres of Soldiers Add. Hd. Scrip from 
John F. Mullen today & will take 20 acres of vacant 
land on the Homer sand spit, Kachemak Bay, 
where I hope to live long enough to see the first 
beginning of the metropolis of Alaska. - anyway a 
good town outlet for the Kenai Peninsula farming 
country.  Its a fine spot - a good harbor, and 
surrounded by great natural and undeveloped 
resources.  If I get the Lamb Homestead I hope to 
buy other land adjoining it & start a good farm & 
home there - where I want to reside! 

Diary 36, 1925 
August 25-27 

-25th – 
Am busy drawing Deed of Trust to enable the 
McKinnon Inv. Co. to issue its bonds for $40,000. 
and am greatly interested in the work.  Everybody 
today around the office busy. 

-26th - 
Same as yesterday. 

-27th - 
Same as yesterday - work in office. 
Have also prepared a copy of Baranof’s Invocation 
“Ode” chanted at dedication of Redoubt St Mikhail 
(Old Sitka) & short statement of historical facts & 
will sent the article to Sunset.  Am waiting for copy 
photograph of Baranofs - cut. 

Diary 36, 1925 
August 28-29 

-28- 
Same as usual in the office. 

-29th - 
Have this day received from my friend Ed. Pfaffle, 
from Golovin, a nice clean copy of the “Songs of 
the Neukluk,” printed at Council City, 1912, authors 
are Ewen McLennan and Charles Wilbert Snow, 30 
pages, well bound, & interesting.  It is filled with 
poetry of pioneer days - of wassails & pirate doins 
of the hangers on around the hootch mills of 
Council and Nome.  Its the first copy I’ve been able 
to get and I add it to my collection as a typical book 
of Alaskan poetic humor! 

Diary 36, 1925 
August 29 

29th continued. 
Got Lang Cobb to make his final report - to date, in 
the Trust Estate of John Tuppela, insane: 
Wangensteen of Austin, Austin, & Wangensteen, 
atty. from Chisholm, Minn. to accept service for two 
other cestis que trust so as to give court 
jurisdiction.  Wangensteen left for Minn. on boat 
tonight - without appearing in the case , otherwise, 
he is playing a shrewd game.  He got an affidavit 
from Valentine, however, which aids very much in 
supporting our view that the Deed of Trust is good 
& obtained without fraud.  Also recd. letter from 
John Frame saying he is now in Seattle, & Alaskan 
appointments not 
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Diary 36, 1925 
August 29-31 

29 
yet agreed on in Washington. 

-30th – 
Letter from Frame says Sutherland is coming in 
two weeks to make a tour of the Territory - 
campaigning for next spring primary election for his  
renomination!  Its time! 

-31st - 
Busy in office preparing pleadings in Cobb cases & 
serving copies & also in case of Monge v Hidden 
Inlet Cannery Co. case. 
The Empire has long extract from Congressman 
Free’s speeches in Congressman Hadleys district, 
calling for “pull up the rails and make a highway of 
the Alaska railroad!” 

 [loose paper scrap saying] 
Oil Admiralty. 
June 3, 1925 
Mike Sullivan was in office today for copies of oil 
location notice & got them Admirally. 

Diary 36, 1925 
September 1 

September 1st  
I have just completed my dedication of my Mss. 
“Mount McKinley and the Yukon.” 

“To the Pioneers of the Yukon!” 
Who first explored the Kwikpak wide,  
Who floated down wild Pelly’s tide,  
Who built fur posts for Indian trade,  
And who brought the Book to Yukon glade. 
 
Who blazed the trail o’er Dyea divide,  
Who built their rafts on Lindeman’s side,  
Who worked the Stewart’s bars awhile,  
And found the gold on the Forty Mile. 
 
Who mined at Circle, and Klondike creeks,  
Who camped at Mute, ‘neath Anvil’s peaks,  
Who founded Fairbanks, opened its mines,  
And prospected where the Iditarod twines. 
 
Who built its towns, its roads and trails, 
Who planned its railroad and laid their rails,  
Who guide in council, creating homes, 
And in laying a State’s foundation stones. 
 
This may not be very fine poetry, but its good 
sentiment, and that’s the basis of all good poetry. 

Diary 36, 1925 
September 2 

-Sept. 2nd - 
Spent the forenoon trying to get two cases to trail - 
but in vain.  This afternoon Morton & I read proof 
between Mss. & cards on Bibliography of Alaska. 

Diary 36, 1925 
September 3 

-Sept. 3rd - 
Spent the day in trying case before Justice of 
Peace, Paine, - case of Monge v Hidden Inlet 
Canning Co. - hotly contested before jury & we 
were beaten - Comeau, Pres. Co, has authorized 
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us to appeal. 
Harry Morton tells me Valentine has a long bill - 
including his alleged political contributions to my 
campaign - against me, & threatens to sue me!! 

Diary 36, 1925 
September 4-6 

-4th – 
Purchased Ten (10) One Hundred ($100) dollar 
Bonds of the McKinnon Investment Co of Juneau 
today.  Paid Behrends $1000, cash for the same - 
the draw 8%. 

-5th – 
Making an effort to settle the Cobb - Tuppela 
matters with Roden & Winn.  Am to have meeting, 
again, tomorrow in my office, with them & Lang 
Cobb, and it may be we can get it settled. 

-6th - 
Meeting today (Sunday), at my office - Roden, 
Winn & Lang Cobb, - we agreed on a plan of 
settling the Tuppela-Cobb cases & will act in some 
respects together. 

Diary 36, 1925 
September 7-8 

-7th – 
Labor Day - a holiday when most men loaf - but 
which I spent in the office at work on a study of the 
geologic evidences of the rising and subsidence of 
the earths surface around Bering sea. 

-8th - 
Worked in office as usual. 
Ann. Meeting McKinnon Inv. Co. in office. 
Lang Cobb paid me $946.96 in full to date for 
services in Tuppela cases. 
Studying Bering Strait Isthmus data.  Am reading 
Thompsons Elements of Science.  Mr. Padden 
from Bristol Bay in the office for a visit and friendly 
talk. 

Diary 36, 1925 
September 9-11 

-9th – 
Same as yesterday. Lang Cobb paid me $947.95 
bal. due on Tuppela cases. 

-10th – 
Same as yesterday - My old friend, Dr. E.M. 
Goddard, suffering from a stroke, was brought to 
the Hospital last night from Sitka.  It is not 
necessarily a fatal case. 

-11th - 
Attending to belated correspondence. 
Wrote letter to Geoghegan - sent him Two hundred 
($200) dollars, compensation for assisting in 
Russian section of Alaskan Bibliography.  Also sent 
in his application for admission to the Linguistic 
Society of America & paid the fee. 

Diary 36, 1925 
September 12-
13 

-12th – 
Same as yesterday. 
McKinnon Inv. Co. bonds came & are being signed 
in my office, & will be ready for delivery to 
purchasers Monday. 

-13th - 
Lockie McKinnon & son finished signing their 
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bonds $40,000.00 and they will be ready to deliver 
to purchasers tomorrow.  I am carefully studying 
the geological and other evidences of the outline of 
the Bering Sea Land Bridge which once connected 
Asia and America and preparing a map of its 
boundaries - an interesting study. 

Diary 36, 1925 
September 14-
19 

-14th – 
Working in office.  Morton and I are reading the 
Bibliographical manuscript with the cards, looking 
for mistakes & duplications. 

-15th – 
Same as yesterday - proofreading the Ms. of 
Bibliography of Alaska, with the index card system 
from which the Ms. was constructed. 

-16th – 
Same as yesterday. 

-17- 
Same as yesterday. 

-18th – 
Same as yesterday. 

-19- 
Same as yesterday. 

Diary 36, 1925 
September 20-
21 

-20th – 
The “Fair” has been going since Wednesday a 
small amount of ladies work, a few rabbits and 
some foxes, a sack or so of potatoes - onions etc. 
and a small display of flowers, and a huge noise – 
“Chances” on an automobile, a boat, and other 
forms of gambling, - a blare of light and music, a 
thousand Indians & half as many Whites, - thats 
the “Fair.” 

-21st-  
Dan Sutherland came to Juneau from Washington 
- arrived on boat today.  He came to see me - 
nothing new. He is going on to the westward, and 
is evidently engaged in “building up his fences.” 
Working on Biblio. with Morton today. 

Diary 36, 1925 
September 22-
23 

-22nd – 
Same as yesterday. 
Dan was in tonight & I had a long talk with him.  He 
is not sure of any of the Alaska appointments.  
Seems to have no influence except as he is able to 
produce the testimony in opposition of some of the 
candidates whom the Dept. of Justice favors, and 
so far he has no results from that source. 

-23rd- 
Nye, of Skagway, came in & offers to employ me to 
assist in securing construction of the wagon road 
from Skagway to the Summit.  Offers to pay me 
$1000. retainer & more if successful.  Will call 
again tomorrow. 
McKinnon matters giving us trouble for money. 

Diary 36, 1925 
September 24-
25 

-24th – 
Dr. Goddard’s stroke is serious and he may never 
recover his mind - Mrs. G. is also breaking down - 
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too bad. 
Charles Nye, of Skagway, paid me $1000.00 on act. 
& contract for balance of $3000.00 when two miles 
of the road is completed from west end [The two 
miles will give Nye access to the power site he 
wishes to improve for electric light purposes] 

-25- 
Debbies Birthday - gave her check for $100. to buy 
a dress for birthday present.  Conference with 
Road Supt. about Nyes project. Not overly 
enthusiastic: 

Diary 36, 1925 
September 26 

-26th - 
Same as yesterday.  I am engaged in preparing an 
outline Map & Statement of the Value of the region 
from Taku river, via Juneau, Auk, Berners Bay, & 
thence on to Skagway - the Map will show the loca-
tion of an Alaska-British Columbia-Yukon Highway, 
around that way & thence to Atlin and White Horse. 
Nye had a visit with the Juneau Chamber of 
Commerce yesterday and talked the Highway to 
them & got them interested & at work.  I will make 
my statement of the Highway with Descriptive 
Statistical - a regular Boosters - Promoters Report. 

Diary 36, 1925 
September 27- 
October 1 

-27th – 
Sunday - a fine sunny Day. 

-28th – 
Working with Morton reading proof between cards 
and Ms. on catalogue of books, Alaskana - Will 
compete tomorrow & go to work on data for 
highway! 

-29th – 
Same as yesterday: 
Also working on case of Tuppela v Cobb, - to be 
argued before Judge Reid on Thursday. 

-30th – 
Same as yesterday. 

-Octo 1st- 
Case of Tuppela v Cobbs - Accounts postponed for 
a week by Faulkner. 
We were ready - but it went over. 

Diary 36, 1925 
October 2-4 

-2nd – 
Working on data – maps, statistics, etc. for 
Prospectus for Alaska, British Columbia and Yukon 
International Highway. 

-3rd – 
Same as yesterday - Argued case of Matheson 
Estate before Judge Reed. 
I bought another $1000.00 of the bonds of the 
McKinnon Investment Co. today - face and accrued 
interest. 

-4th – 
Spent the day in the office pouring over “Mount 
McKinley & the Yukon” Mss. Its an interesting 
study to me. 
We had dinner with the McKinnons – Dr. & Mrs. 
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Goddard, Mrs. Botsford, Dorothy Goddard.  An 
excellent dinner & good visit. 

Diary 36, 1925 
October 5 

-5th - 
As usual. - except we began, today, to number the 
titles in the Bibliography and to prepare index 
cards.  I will begin numbering the privately printed 
books ahead of the U.S. Pub. Docs. 
We Began to number the books in the head of 
Adventure, and will give the number 1, to the first 
item and to its card. Cards and titles will be given a 
number, and each index card will carry the number 
of the title as it is 
indexed - and I hope in that way to establish a 
permanent member for each item of Alaskan 
bibliography so it may be found by that number for 
all time! 

Diary 36, 1925 
October 6 

-6th - 
As yesterday - numbering the titles in the 
Bibliography and making cards for Authors Index.  
We may have to broaden the index later but just 
now I am confining it to an index of the Authors, 
with a citation to the number of the title. 
Harry on indexing while I am looking after the Cobb 
case for tomorrows court, and a new case for 
damage caused by drunken persons running over 
a man & killing him while they were drunk.  Am 
considering sueing Rudy who sold them the liquor, 
in violation of the Volstead Act, etc. 

Diary 36, 1925 
October 7-8 

-7th – 
Working on maps etc. data for use in Prospectus in 
aid of Appropriations to build the Alaska, British 
Columbia and Yukon International Highway. 
Trial of final Accounts of J.H. Cobb and E. Lang 
Cobb. Trustees John Tuppela before Judge Reed - 
continued till tomorrow. 

-8th - 
Spent the day in trying the case of Cobb Accounts 
in the Tuppela Trust Estate.  The Court is against 
us & will give a judgment against us - largely owing 
to our trusting Henry Rodens oral agreement of fair 
treatment, etc. which he made with us - and then 
forgot! 
One on me - but not again. 

Diary 36, 1925 
October 9-10 

-9th – 
Working in the office as usual.   
I will bring a suit against Rudy & wife for damages 
for causing the death of James John, an Indian, by 
furnishing liquor to Ed. Keegan, Tom. Foote, Rose 
Manning and Mary Manning, who got drunk and 
ran over the Indian & killed him.  The case is the 
first one brought under the National Prohibition Act 
for such damages. 

-10- 
Will go to Ketchikan next week on the “Admiral 
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Rogers” to attend court. Drew complaint today in 
case of John v Rudy- for causing death - through 
selling liquor to reckless drivers etc. intoxication. 

Diary 36, 1925 
October 11-12 

-11th – 
A rainy Sunday.   
We are packing and arranging our furniture & 
fixtures for the winter.  We leave trunks full of 
things Debbie uses, and will give up one room, and 
I will keep the corner room on the 5th floor of the 
Zynda Hotel for the winter.  Debbie will go to 
Ketchikan with me on Wednesday, and as soon as 
I can get away from court then I will go with her to 
Seattle.  From there she will go to Los Angeles, 
Cal. after visiting a week or so with friends. 
I will remain in Seattle for two weeks on business 
and then come back to Juneau & the rooms for the 
winter.  Darrell will meet her in S.F. where she will 
visit a week before L.A. 

-12- 
Working in office as usual.  Getting affairs ready for 
my trip to Ketchikan and Seattle. 
Have just had Rudy Complaint signed & case filed 
in court.  Its an interesting suit for damage based 
on Volstead Act – giving right of action against 
sellers of liquor – for damages caused by drink 
man. 

Diary 36, 1925 
October 13-14 

-13- 
Paying bills & ready to go tonight on SS. “Yukon” to 
Ketchikan.  Letters coming to office addressed to 
F.C. Dougherty, Pulp man - hope he is coming. 
Loaded with McKinnon Apts. data for Seattle. 

-14th - 
Left Juneau this morning at 4 a.m. on SS. “Yukon” 
for Ketchikan and Seattle.  Bishop Rowe, Capt. 
Louis Lane, Pat Kenealey [?], Evarts, the Saturday 
Evening Post writer, Jack Renner, Billy James & 
many of my old time friends & acquaintances on 
board.  Steamer has to go around Cape Decision.  
Foggy tonight & boat under slow bell & blowing 
whistle.  Had a long visit with Evarts. he examined 
my Ms. “Alaskan,” surprised at the amount of 
Alaskan publications. 
Wrangell at midnight. 

Diary 36, 1925 
October 15 

-15th - 
Fog so dense our boat hardly moved & blew the 
fog whistle continuously - Had a good visit with 
Billy James the discoverer of the Shushana 
diggings.  Billy went into that locality as early as 
1904-6, with his wife & camped around Nebesna & 
White traveled back & forward from Dawson into 
that region - finally found it – and the stampede 
resulted.  Billy is still working his claims & making 
good wages & laying up money. 
Also long talk with Pat Kinnalley - no, his name is 
spelled “Kinnaley” Pat is nearly 60 - he was born in 
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Holt C. Nebraska in Aug. 1867, came to Pacific 
coast in 1886, to Alaska with a fishing outfit in 1886 
- then to Treadwell - labor troubles there in 1887 - 
and he and his “pardner” Jack Gregor started for 
the Yukon.  Went over Dyea Pass that summer 
and down the Yukon.  Found good bar diggings 
midway down the Hootalinqua river - they took out 
$3200. in 15 days - & went onto Forty Mile, when 
they reached Selkirk, Jack McQuesten, Mayo & 
Harper were there - with a store & trading, but went 
on to 40 Mile that fall & started store.  Pat & Jack 
remained at 40 Mile for 5 years - were at Indian 
village - “12 Mile” he called it in 1894 - prospected 
on Birch Creek & located first claims on 

Diary 36, 1925 
October 15 

15 
Mastodon - “Discovery claim” June 15th 1894.  

They worked Birch through Dawson excitement - 
made plenty money.  Jack Gregor lived with Emma 
Kelly who spent his money etc.  Jack died in 
Arizona - while prospecting there in Feb-1907.  
This is Pats second trip outside since 1887, - his 
first trip out was in 1898, and he remained “out” for 
a month; but says he intends to stay “out” this trip 
for Two months!  Pat says Pitka did not assist them 
- but others - in locating Birch creek.  Says Barney 
Hill started Jack McQuestens store at “Twelve 
Mile” above Circle & removed it to Circle in 1895.  
Says Pitka and Surresca = Surreska, were both 
“common everyday Indians,” & had Indian families 
& a village at “Twelve Mile” above Circle, where 
they lived. 

George Snow started Theater in Circle in 1895. 
“Snow Theater,” Byron Olsen, now running Zynda 
Hotel, Juneau, where I live, was Snows leading 
man etc. 

Jim Christianson, Chris Harrington, Frank Myers, 
Harry Lewis, and Dick McArthur, early prospectors 
on Birch with Pat & Jack Gregor.  Pat prospected 
on Deadwood Creek, Birch, but found nothing - 
next prospector struck it rich on same claim - only 
a few feet away. 
We reach Ketchikan this afternoon & have rooms 
at Ingersoll Hotel. 

Diary 36, 1925 
October 16-17 

-16- 
Attended opening court & trials today.  Grand jury 
tomorrow.  Two of my cases postponed until next 
term by consent - Hummel & Johnson lien cases. 
Attended Pioneer Lodge Old Days: at Pioneer Hall 
- roulette, black Jack etc.  At one table dealing was 
the “Bald Faced Kid,” as he was known in Nome 25 
years ago, when he dealt game at the 2nd Class 
Saloon, Dancing. I went with Senator Hunt. 

-17th - 
Advised by Shoup that Adams will be indicted - 
telegraphed for Morton and witnessed to come on 
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first boat - also give notice taking depositions 
Murphy in the case of Hunter v Wagner. 

Diary 36, 1925 
October 18-20 

-18th – 
Alaska Day. Rainy Sunday. 
Boats tomorrow from both North & South. 

-19th – 
Waiting for SS. Watson, which will bring Morton & 
the witnesses in Adams Case.  Nothing yet in that 
case.  Shoup told me he would not have indictment 
till the Watson & his witnesses reached here.  
“Rogers” in from north with mail - the “Watson” 
probably in the morning. 

-20th - 
The “Watson” in early this morning. 
Harry Morton & my witnesses in the Adams case 
came - but no indictment yet - think I expect it to be 
returned tomorrow. 

Diary 36, 1925 
October 20 

20th continued- 
Took testimony of Dr. Shurick witness in the 
Kalkuis divorce case this afternoon - will finish case 
tomorrow. 
Fred Harris of Anchorage came on “Watson” in the 
matter of his mining ground on the Kuskutan river - 
west side of Cook Inlet, - maps, samples, etc. 
which I an to take to Seattle - also data for 
organization of corporation for him.  He told me 
some interesting data about how beaver cut large 
trees - four beaver hanging head downwards on 
side of tree, cutting the Kerf downward - four below 
cutting upward, while the “boss” walks around the 
tree chattering orders!  Fred is an old Cook Inlet 
hunter - he told me he has seen the animals that 

Diary 36, 1925 
October 20 

20 
Jack Renner called “ibex” - on the Hope 
mountains.  Fred says they are not ibex - but old, 
overgrown goats, and that they have sometimes 
two or three prongs on their horns! 
When Jack Renner mentioned the same fact to 
Hal. G. Evarts, the Saturday Evening Post man - 
he winked at me - to mean that that settled the ibex 
story, - for the ibex has no prong on its horn - but 
neither has a goat! 
Harris mentioned the prong - without knowing that 
Renner had also mentioned it - and to that extent 
corroborated Renner.  And now I am interested to 
know what animal it is then with a pronged horn.  I 

Diary 36, 1925 
October 20-21 

20 
shall write to Evarts about this matter - and give 
him Harris’ story! 

-21st - 
Business in court slow - but we got one case tried 
& ended today, - the Kalkins case.  Busy getting 
witnesses & data ready for defense of Adams.  
Wrote letter to Hal. G. Evarts, at Hutchinson, 

J:\hist_docs\wickersham\ASL-MS0107-6-36.doc 



Alaska State Library - Historical Collections, PO Box 110571, Juneau AK 99811-0571 
Diary of James Wickersham. Feb. 18, 1925 to – Aug. 24, 1926. 
MS 107 BOX 6 DIARY 36  
 

Kansas, about Harris’ pronghorned goat!  Also one 
to Chas. G. Flory, District Forester, in support of 
Alaska, British Columbia and Yukon Territory 
International highway!  He will pass here tomorrow 
on “Northwestern,” going to Denver, Col. to attend 
meeting of Forestry Bureau officials - on road 
building. 

Diary 36, 1925 
October 22-25 

-22nd – 
Waiting for Grand Jury to indict Adams. 
Have telegraphed Dr. Rogers to come as we must 
have him in the trial. 
Debbie down with cold. 

-23rd – 
Indictment returned against Adams.  Arraigned - 
plead tomorrow. 

-24th – 
Entered plea of Not Guilty for Adams.  Other 
business going well. Harry is here assisting me. 

-25th - 
Sunday.  Adams case set yesterday for trial 
tomorrow.  Morton & I have gone over the facts 
today with the Adams, Dr. Rogers & other 
witnesses. 
Talk with Fred Harris about Kuskutan mines. 

Diary 36, 1925 
October 26-28 

-26- 
All day in trail of U.S. v Adams. 
Harry Morton assisting me, & I let him examine & 
cross examine witnesses while I watched the 
making of the record. 

-27th – 
Our 45th Anniversary - married in Rochester, Ill, 
Oct. 27, 1880. 
Had the Forest J. Hunts to dinner. 
Finished trial of John Adams - Verdict of Not Guilty. 
Good. 

-28th - 
Got all my business - court affairs - settled, 
accounts stated & paid and we will go south on he 
SS. Alaska tonight.  Left Ketchikan at 9 p.m. for 
Seattle. 
Mr. & Mrs. Walsten G. Smith & also Ralph Merrill 
on board. 

Diary 36, 1925 
October 29-31 

-29th – 
Enroute to Seattle on “Alaska.”  Only a few people 
on board we know. Good weather & pleasant 
rooms. 

-30th – 
Beautiful day on the water - will reach Seattle some 
time late tonight. 

-31st- 
We reached Seattle this morning at 2 a.m. and 
came to Frye Hotel - Room 902 - fine day - Slept 
late - bought a new light weight overcoat - Jennie 
and Helen are in Seattle - at Mrs. Boyles.  Debbie 
is tired and worn out.  Called & had talk with Chas. 
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A. Garfield, in office Secretary Chamber of 
Commerce about Lockie McKinnons bonds also 
about Skagway - B.C. road. 

Diary 36, 1925 
November 1-2 

Sunday. Nov. 1, 1925. 
Sunday, Nov. 1, 1925. 

 
[clipping] 

SEATTLE POST INTELLIGE 
ALASKA ROAD  
TO PAY WAY  
IN 5 YEARS 

Juneau Attorney Declares Line 
 Will Be Self-Supporting 
Within One-Half Decade 

Alaska’s government railroad will be self-support-
ing in five years, in the opinion of James 
Wickersham, Juneau attorney, who as territorial 
delegate to congress fathered the bill passed 
March 10, 1914, which resulted in the construction 
of the road. 

“This result is inevitable,” he declared yesterday 
at the Frye Hotel.  “Growth of population and 
business is reducing the deficit every year, and at 
the present rate of reduction, I look to see no 
deficit, possibly even a profit, by the year 1930.” 
PRAISES MANAGER 

Part Credit for the improvement in the condition 
of the road is due to its present manager, Noel 
Smith, Wickersham believes.  “Smith, who is a first-
class railroader, is cutting down overhead and 
building up business at every turn,”  he declared. 

Wickersham had only scorn for the recently 
expressed view of Congressman Free of California, 
who declared the road’s condition was so 
precarious that the government’s only way to 
escape was to tear up the rails.  “Free could have 
said the same thing of many United States 
railroads in their early days,” he declared. 
$500,000 DEFICIT 

The road’s annual deficit at present is about 
$500,000 a year, Wickersham states. “This money 
is an investment which will be returned manyfold in 
years to come,” he said. 

Wickersham, who in addition to serving as 
territorial delegate to congress has also filled the 
office of federal judge at Juneau, believes general 
business conditions throughout the country are 
rapidly improving.  “The towns are filling up, our 
schools have more pupils than for several years, 
and such industries as mining and fishing are 
undergoing rapid advancement,” he stated. 

Following a two weeks’ stay in Seattle,  
Wickersham will return to Juneau and resume the 
practice of law. 

-Nov. 2nd - 
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Debbie became sick last night & I called the Doctor 
M. S. Jared, M.D. 
He has seen her twice today and tonight she is 
better - its the result of a cold - and settled in her 
stomach & bowels. 

Diary 36, 1925 
November 2-3 

Nov. 2 – continued. 
Saw Garfield, asst. sec. Seattle Cham. of 
Commerce today, about McKinnon bonds, & 
especially about the Alaska British Columbia & 
Yukon Highway.  Mr. Maine, Bond Dept. Dexter 
Horton Nat. Bank made suggestions about 
McKinnon loan, & I am to see the parties he named 
tomorrow. 
Debbie is better tonight. 

-3rd - 
Had a conference with W.D. Comer, 1222 Second 
Ave. about the McKinnon bonds - am to go again 
as soon as I get photograph of the Apts. probably 
next Sunday’s boat. 
Cut coupons & deposited in bank 

Diary 36, 1925 
November 3-4 

3 
Debbie is still sick and had the Doctor again today - 
I think she will be up in a day or two. 
Have seen many old time Alaskans around the 
Hotel today. 

-4th - 
Dr. Bentley examined my eyes - will go back on 
Friday. 
Conference with Van Orsdel about iron, etc. mines 
on Cook Inlet.  Gave him Fred Harris’ specimens 
for assay & examination. 
Allen invited me to go to the Suzzals dinner Friday 
evening - I will go for I want to meet Dr. S-. 
Showed Allen my copy of Alaskan bibliography.  
He is buying Alaska books - so we are mutually 
agreeable. 
Debbie is better today. 

Diary 36, 1925 
November 4-5 

4th continued. 
Debbie is growing better.  Jennie with Helen & 
Harold came to see us today - wanted Debbie to 
go home with them to Enumclaw - but of course 
she could not go. 
I will go to Tacoma tomorrow. 

-5th - 
Over to Tacoma today, out to my farm consulting 
with Winder & tenant about new lease and 
construction of new house.  Will go over again on 
Monday on same matter.  Lunch with Hopping, 
Harshberger and Winden at the new Hotel 
Winthrop: Tacoma looks prosperous. 

Diary 36, 1925 
November 6 

-6th - 
Another conference with W.D. Comer, banker, 
about the McKinnon bonds.  He will not undertake 
to handle them, and referred me to the Pacific 
Loan & Bldg. Co. of Tacoma, as one likely to assist 
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in their sale.  I will see John G. Price & Co. 
tomorrow. 

Attended the banquet of University of 
Washington Alumni - in honor of Ten Years work of 
President Suzzalo - as the guest of my friend E.W. 
Allen. 
I enjoyed Pres. Suzzalo’s talk in support of the 
Public School System. 
It was a strong appeal, and I greatly appreciated it, 
and agreed to it. 

Diary 36, 1925 
November 6 

-6th - 
Saw John G. Price, broker, about the McKinnon 
bonds, and he gave me much encouragement.  
Met a Mr. D.B. Wickersham in his office - one of 
the old Springfield, Ill. family, though he was born 
in Idaho.  He is working with Price in securing 
investments in bonds from the Chinese residents of 
Vancouver.  Wickersham has been in China - Siam 
& other S.E. Asian countries for many years. 
Jennie came down from Enumclaw & Debbie & I 
will go home with her for a Sunday visit. = Arrived 
in Enumclaw in time for dinner with the family. 

Diary 36, 1925 
November 7 

-7th - 
Sunday.  Jennie sent for Lawyer Heidinger, who 
came to the house & we discussed the settlement 
of Mother’s Estate.  we agreed that it should be 
done at once, since all that remains to be done is 
to have the lands divided according to the 
provisions of her will. 
Jen took us to Buckley in the automobile – to the 
old home - only Harry is there - then to see Uncle 
Tom & Aunt Rate - who both look healthy & strong, 
Aunt Kate is 81, & works industriously and actively.  
Called on Maude & Nellie.  Nan was down home - 
but I did not see her.  Nice weather. 

Diary 36, 1925 
November 8 

-8th - 
Jennie took me to Tacoma in the Auto.  Winden & I 
went out to my land and measured 45 Acres off the 
East end for the tenant - which leaves 24 A. of 
beautiful garden land on the west end for rent.  I 
agreed to construct a new house for Dairy tenant - 
cost about $2000. - he will rebuild the dairy farm, 
and slash & burn the brush etc. on the north half of 
the tract he is to lease. 
Also presented the McKinnon bonds matter to 
Hopping for Tacoma Loan & Bldg. Assoc.  He also 
thinks well of the bonds, but does not promise 
to buy.  Am to see him again on Thursday - Back to 
Seattle. 
Telephoned about Debbie - they have had the 
Doctor for her tonight. 

Diary 36, 1925 
November 9-10 

-9- 
Busy all day with Alaska matters. 
Back to Tacoma & out to ranch - Nothing definite 
from Hopping & Co. about the McKinnon bonds. 
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At Seattle rooms for the night. 
-10th - 

Was asked by Allen to dine with Jr. Suzzalo, Pres. 
U. of W.  Lunch with him at his residence in 
University grounds.  Present, Mrs. Moore, Mrs. S’s 
mother Allen, Dr. Suzzalo & I.  He is a pleasant 
host, an entertaining talker & I greatly enjoyed the 
hour after lunch, with good cigars & Alaska for the 
subject.  He-then kindly insisted on showing me 

Diary 36, 1925 
November 10 

10 
some of the special work being done in the 
University - on aviation - ceramics, coal, fisheries 
etc. 
Allen brought up the subject of my library & Dr. 
Suzzalo kindly suggested that my papers, books 
etc. might be deposited in the U. Library when the 
new building is completed - next year. 
He conducted me over the first unit of the great 
structure - now in process of erection - and 
suggested that Mr. Allen make arrangements with 
me about depositing papers etc. 
I also visited Dr. Smith, librarian with Allen & talked 
about and examined rare books for an hour.  On 
my return to the Hotel I called up my 

Diary 36, 1925 
November 10 

10 
sister Jen, at Enumclaw, and she thought I ought to 
come out as Debbie was not so well.  I went on 
Interurban train to Auburn & Jen met me with the 
Auto and I got to Enumclaw for dinner. 

11 
Debbie had a bad night.  About 2 a.m. she was in 
such pain that we sent for the Doctor & nurse, but 
in a couple of hours she was quiet & we all got to 
sleep.  She is better today.  Spent the afternoon at 
Buckley - opened my boxes of books stored in the 
old woodshed - all were dry and in good shape.  
Took two boxes 

Diary 36, 1925 
November 11-12 

11 
to Enumclaw & will ship to Juneau. 
Debbie is much better tonight. 

-12th - 
Went to Tacoma on the early stage leaving Debbie 
at Jennie’s. 
Hopping & Co. will not take the McKinnon bonds 
on account of a clause in their charter which 
prevents them from purchasing foreign securities - 
not national. 
Made contract with Winden’s carpenter to construct 
a house on my valley farm - $2100.00. 
At State Hist. Soc. rooms for an hour.  On returning 
to Seattle found telegram from Harland, Juneau, 
saying the Petersburg Bank had taken $2500 

Diary 36, 1925 
November 12-13 

12 
of McKinnon bonds - which will assist me here - I 
hope. 
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Also telegram from Guy B. Erwin, Fairbanks, 
saying that Rasmussen wished to take a lay on my 
mining claim, right limit of Dis. on Wolf creek. 
Answered approvingly. 
Telegraphed to Morton that I would not start home 
until the 21st. Many calls. 

-13th - 
After John G. Price & Co. to take up the McKinnon 
bonds - he almost refused - but I got him in a better 
humor & he sent a telegram (in my name) to Locke 
McKinnon asking for a valuation of the 

Diary 36, 1925 
November 13 

13 
property & other data.  Before I saw him I 
interviewed the Fredericks & Nelson Co’s business 
manager on a project of taking bonds for furniture - 
but the offer was declined. 
Also got an order for delivery of Ed. Russells 
paper. 
20 years bound volumes of the Transcript - and 
Allen delivered same to Librarian of U. of W. for 
safe keeping for me! 
Attended Chamber of Commerce lunch - heard 
Archie Roosevelt talk in favor of raising Railroad 
rates in Iowa and surrounding States, etc. 
Attended as guest of Garfield asst. Sec.  Bob 
Peratovich, of 

Diary 36, 1925 
November 13 

13 
Klawock was guest with me.  It was an immense 
crowd & a good programme was given.   
Got Garfield to send telegram to Mr. P. Phillip, 
Dep. Minister of Public Works, British Columbia, 
Victoria, making date for me next Monday to 
consult about Alaska, British Columbia & Yukon 
International Highway - down the Taku, via Juneau 
and Skagway over White Pass to Carcross - the 
project Nye of Skagway employed me to push.  
Will go to see him. 
Telephoned Jen about Debbie.  Debbie answered 
that she was up and getting back her strength. 

Diary 36, 1925 
November 13-14 

13 
[clipping] 
NOVEMBER 13, 1925. 

ALASKA AGBUSE  
TOLD COOLIDGE 

WASHINGTON, Nov. 12.- (By Universal Service) 
- Alaska’s vast resources are going to waste under 
government inefficiency, Representative A.M. Free 
of California [missing text] Coolidge in private 
conference today. 

[missing text] he said, Gold fields of untold riches 
remain unexplored, the Alaskan railroad is a foolish 
investment which ought to be abandoned, he said, 
and the war and forestry departments are wasting 
government money by their thoughtless highway 
policies. 
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“The rich forests are actually going to waste,” 
said Free, “because our government had neglected 
to adopt a sound policy to permit reasonable 
cutting of timber.  The gold mines are idle because 
our government failed to allow claims of sufficient 
size to be worked by prospectors. 

“We invested $60,000,000 in the Alaskan 
railroad.  It suffers an annual loss of $2,500,000 
and never can be made to pay.” 
Free, just returned from Alaska, assured the 
President he will put his observations into shape 
for the benefit of congress. 

-14th - 
Interviewed Chas. E. Herron in his office in Pioneer 
Bldg. in vain effort to persuade him to pay me the 
$500. he borrowed from me some months ago - he 
promised to pay on act. soon!! 

Diary 36, 1925 
November 14-15 

-14th continued. 
Came up to Enumclaw on 5 p.m. stage & found 
Debbie in bed again - sick.  Will take her to Seattle 
General Hospital in the morning, though she is 
better tonight. 

-15th - 
Jen and I brought Debbie down to the General 
Hospital and got her settled.  She is much better - 
apparently - as she has been twice before when 
she had relapses.  Jen will stay until tomorrow, & 
see how she acts. 
Seattle University foot ball team beat California at 
Berkeley yesterday. 
Am to write short statement in support of Alaska 
railroad against Rep. Frees attacks. 

Diary 36, 1925 
November 16 

-16th – 
Left Seattle at 9. a.m. on Princess boat & reached 
Victoria, B.C. at 130. Went to the Parliament Bldgs. 
met P. Phillips, Dep. Minister of Pub. Works and he 
sent for Mr. H.F. Kergin, Hon. W.H. Sutherland, 
Min. Pub. Works, Victoria,  member of the B.C. 
legislature, who resides at Alice Arm, & we talked 
long & earnestly about roads in B.C. on the Taku 
and White Pass side of Canadian line:  They are 
sympathetic - but have no funds!  Will write them 
fully & the will respond as far as possible.  They 
gave me a list of officials to write to. 
Listened in on Legislature for half an hour & took 
boat back to Seattle - 10. p.m. 
Telephoned Hospital - Debbie is o.k. 
A busy day - wrote article for Weekly. 

Diary 36, 1925 
November 17 

-17th - 
Exchanged 2 called bonds one one low rate Liberty 
bond for three good & better rate bonds today.  
Had a long conference with John G. Price about 
the McKinnon Inv. Bonds.  He is slow - so slow - to 
act. 
Got a receipt from U. of W. for 29 bound vols. of 
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Alaska Dispatch - in trust. 
Debbie is quite sick in the Seattle Genl. Hospital.  I 
think its intestinal influenza - doctors do not say 
yet. 
Dinner with Edw. Allen at the Arctic Club tonight.  I 
am very anxious about Debbie - she seems to me 
to be growing worse. 
If she is better will go to Tacoma tomorrow 

Diary 36, 1925 
November 18 

-18th - 
Went over to Tacoma this morning & concluded 
arrangements for construction of a building 
(dwelling) on my farm - provided the funds. 
Debbie is much better but still in the hospital.  
Attended a banquet at the Rainier Club, given by a 
Mr. Eddy as host for the Chamber of Commerce. 
Noel W. Smith, Supt. of Alaska Railroad spoke on 
the Congressman Free charges.  I talked 10 
minutes on the Alaska British Columbia & Yukon 
International Highway & many other Alaskans 
talked on other matters - not exciting! 

Diary 36, 1925 
November 19 

-19th - 
Debbie is sick from infected gall bladder - the 
Doctor says, and fears there must be an operation 
for its removal.  She is quite discourage, but I think 
she will recover quickly - as usually she does. 
Cannot get John G. Price to undertake the sale of 
McKinnon bonds: Have not yet abandoned hope - 
but its doubtful.   
Had lunch today with Stevens, - the former owner 
& editor of the Nome Gold Digger, - he has 
promised me a great bunch of the Digger for my 
files. 
Went to the “Liberty Movie Theater” tonight & saw 
Charlie Chaplin in the “Gold Rush”.  Its a comedy 
but about as good as the more serious ones. 

Diary 36, 1925 
November 20 

-20- 
Much to my relief Debbie is better and back to tile 
Frye Hotel with me 
- and I have secured an agreement with John G. 
Price to attend to the sale of the McKinnon bonds.  
Have paid hospital and Dr’s bills for Debbie, and all 
others.  Purchased my ticket SS. Victoria for 
tomorrow morning. 
Got a note from Chas. Herron for the $500. he 
owes me etc. 
The Alaska Weekly, published here in Seattle in its 
todays issue contains a strong statement by Smith, 
Supt. Govt. Alaska Railroad & also one by me in 
answer to Congressman Free’s slogan of “Tear up 
the Rails.” 

Diary 36, 1925 
November 21-22 

-21st – 
I left Seattle this morning at 9 a.m. on the SS. 
“Victoria” for Juneau. 
Debbie is better - but not well and I could hardly 
make up my mind to leave her.  She urged me to 
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go and Jen. will come down to her tomorrow - there 
are so many other friends here if she gets sick - so 
I’ll go. 
A fine day on the water - we reached Nanaimo at 8 
p.m. & landed at the bunkers for coal. 

-22nd - 
Left Nanaimo at 8 this morning having loaded 300 
tons of coal for Ketchikan!  Passed through 
Seymour Narrows at 4:30 – raining. 

Diary 36, 1925 
November 23-25 

-23rd – 
Millbank sound.  Lights around Prince Rupert 
tonight.  Snowing. 

-24th – 
Arrived in Ketchikan at breakfast time - unloading 
coal all day & half the night.  Visited around town - 
nothing of importance.  Went to the Coliseum 
Theater & saw “Zaza” in the movies. 

-25th - 
Left Ketchikan at 8 a.m. in Wrangell at 8 p.m.  
Chas. Ferguson with a mining engineer, Mr. Titus, 
on board.  They are going to the Sulzer mines at 
Copper Mountain - but Ferguson 

Diary 36, 1925 
November 25-26 

25 
subpoenaed to appear before the Grand Jury in 
Juneau, so both are going there, and will then 
return to Sulzer mines.  They are making an 
attempt to open these mines.  Its pretty low grade!  
I fear. 

-26th - 
Thanksgiving Day. 
Victoria arrived in Juneau at 1. p.m.  Went to office 
& examined mail. Nothing of great importance. 
Had dinner tonight with Mr. & Mrs. Lockie 
McKinnon - Stockers & my friend Billy Bausch 
where present.  A fine Turkey dinner & McKinnons 
very happy. 

Diary 36, 1925 
November 27-28 

-27th – 
Busy at work in office, Harry is attending court 
watching the evidence in the case of U.S. v Rudy, - 
important in our case of John v Rudy - things going 
badly for us as the witnesses are denying their 
former testimony! 
 

-28th - 
The Juneau Chamber of Commerce held a 
meeting today - & among other items the matter of 
the building of a Public Highway from Skagway to 
the Summit of White Pass was to be considered.  I 
was invited to attend to represent the people of 
Skagway, & did so.  The 

Diary 36, 1925 
November 28 

28 
meeting was largely attended, also, because of the 
reception by the Chamber of the officials of the 
Salvation Army! 
When lunch was ended and the meeting called to 
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order, R.J. Robertson jumped quickly to his feet 
and moved that in view of the fact that the 
Salvation Army officers were present as guests the 
consideration of the Skagway summit road matter 
he postponed one week. 
Before the echo of his voice had ceased Faulkner 
seconded the motion, and Pres. DeVighne put the 
motion without a chance to discuss it - and it 
carried unanimously!   That is the Robertson - 
Faulkner group voted for it, and all others kept 
quiet.  They then went on with other business for 
some time, 

Diary 36, 1925 
November 28 

28 
 
after which the reception of the Salvation Army 
officials was taken up.  This afternoon’s Empire 
printed a strong editorial favoring the construction 
of a Highway to the boundary line up the Taku 
River - and I am informed the Chamber of 
Commerce and business men will fight the 
Skagway route & work to get the money applied on 
the Taku route - out of Juneau!! 
Later - after the lunch - Williams the engineer in 
charge of the expenditure of the Highway funds, 
called me in to his office & told me he was opposed 
to the Skagway route 
& would report unfavorably on it. So it seems the 
matter has been arranged while I was in Victoria 
for help!! 

Diary 36, 1925 
November 28 

-28th - 
It the trial of Rudy, for violation of the pro- laws, the 
evidence of the Government witnesses was that 
they did not buy liquor from Rudy before they ran 
over the Indian, John, and killed him.  Those 
conversant with the situation declare this evidence 
was untruthful - since the same witnesses swore 
just as positively before the coroners jury & the 
Grand jury that they did buy whisky from Rudy.  
Anyway the U.S. failed to bring any such evidence 
before the trial jury and Judge Reed dismissed that 
count of the Rudy indictment - which is a blow to 
our civil case for damages. 

Diary 36, 1925 
November 28-30 

28th continued. 
The trial jury found Rudy guilty on the two 
remaining counts in the indictment - & would have 
returned the same verdict on the first count if 
Judge Reed had not dismissed it. 
Nothing yet from Debbie! 

-29th – 
A rainy Sunday – nothing doing. 

-30th - 
We are preparing abstracts of title and other data 
in support of the good faith of the McKinnon bonds, 
and will send them to John G. Price, Northern 
Bond & Mortgage Co. Seattle, by Shattuck next 
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Thursday. 
Sent Vol. 2, Bering’s Voyages to Geoghegan to 
read and examine for additional Russian titles. 

Diary 36, 1925 
December 1 

December, 1st 1925. 
Getting data for John G. Price in McKinnon Bond 
matter. 
Received a letter from Debbie. She left Seattle on 
Nov. 23rd for San Francisco very weak. 
Finished letter & statement to M.D. Williams, Asst. 
Dist. Engineer about the Skagway wagon road, 
criticizing officials for changing attitude & 
abandoning that road.  Will send copies to Sec. 
Agriculture Chief Forester & Sutherland - There is 
no use to be diplomatic about it - a statement of 
facts may produce results - & may not. 

Diary 36, 1925 
December 2 

-2nd – 
Wrote letter to Debbie & Darrell. 
Got all papers, statements etc. in the McKinnon 
Bond Matter finished and in Shattucks hands - he 
goes out on the boat tonight to Seattle. 
My letter to Williams about the Skagway road, 
delivered to him today, has roused his most active 
indignation.  He wants me to come & talk it over in 
the morning.  I will go and see what he wants - may 
be he did not know the old history of the project.  I 
shall insist on having Flory or some of the Forest 
Service officers present - I intend to stand firm & 
make them take the responsibility. 

Diary 36, 1925 
December 3 

-3rd - 
Had a long talk with Williams about my letter about 
Skagway wagon road. 
He wants me to write a different letter etc. but while 
I am willing to modify it in some particulars I feel I 
must take a positive stand in favor of the road, etc. 
Messrs Ryerson & Baker and  of the Juneau 
school force 
came in tonight & we talked Alaska books & they 
examined 
my Mss. of the Bibliography & many of my rare 
Alaskana with much interest. 
Harry is getting ready to try the Hunter case 
Monday & I am writing letters in answer to the 
accumulation which gathered during my recent 
absence. 

Diary 36, 1925 
December 4-6 

-4th – 
Working in office as usual. 

-5th – 
Busy in court & in office with pleadings in cases 
soon for trial.  Dinner tonight with McKinnon, in 
honor of the Case family which is moving to 
Seattle. 

-6th - 
Sunday.  Have gone carefully over papers in the 
matter of the Lincoln Totem pole on Tongass 
Island.  Gov. Parks has been requested to look into 
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the matter to determine whether it is a statue of 
Lincoln & will hear me some day soon.  Father 
Kashaveroff insists it is a statue of Wm H. Seward!! 

Diary 36, 1925 
December 6 

-6th continued. 
After many conferences this week with M.D. 
Williams, Asst. Dist. Engineer of the U.S. Bureau of 
Public Roads and Flory Dist. Forester, I finished 
my letter & delivered it to Williams yesterday.  The 
Chamber of Commerce of Juneau has put itself in 
opposition to the Skagway road under the 
leadership of Robertson & Faulkner, and it looks 
like a fight - so I have drafted my letter for the 
Skagwayans on that line.  Its a hard fight with 
Richardson (General) the Juneau Chamber, and 
the local officials of the Forest Service & Public 
Roads and the White Pass Railroad officials 
against us - but we’ll fight! 

Diary 36, 1925 
December 7-8 

-7th – 
Spent day in trial of Hunter v Wagner Dist Court 
jury case.  Goes over till tomorrow for conclusions. 

-8th - 
Trial of Hunter v Wagner, continued all day.  Courts 
instructions good and the jury found all the 
questions submitted in our favor.  Harry F. Morton, 
my law clerk tried the case - and did it well.  I was 
present all the time and made the closing 
argument, but Harry tried the case otherwise and I 
am greatly pleased with the way he did it.  Am 
writing a letter to Debbie tonight.  I received a 
telegram this morning from Hutton McNear & 
Dougherty - S.F. Cal. they are again pushing the 
Thomas Bay paper mill project and has asked my 
cooperation as attorney! 

Diary 36, 1925 
December 9 

-9th - 
Busy in office. 
Had a conference with Gov. Parks today, to 
persuade him to do something when in Washington 
to get the Lincoln Totem on Tongass Island 
protected & preserved.  At his request I have 
written him a letter about it & gave him copies of 
affidavits, data etc. Kashaveroff, in charge of the 
Territorial Museum has written him a letter 
declaring the Totem or statue is not that of Lincoln 
but Seward! 
I think the Governor agrees with me that is Lincoln 
-anyway the Indians say so, and so does Edward 
Marsden of Metlakatla - Anyone who knows 
anything about Lincolns appearance will also. 

Diary 36, 1925 
December 10 

-10- 
Sent Debbie some money to buy a Christmas 
present for Darrell and sent him double the sum to 
buy Jane and Debbie a present each.  I love them 
dearly and wished them a Merry Christmas & a 
Happy New Years. 

Motion for a New Trial filed in the case of Hunter 
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v Wagner by Hellenthal.  Am sending copies of my 
letter to Williams about Skagway Highway to Gov 
Parks, Delegate Sutherland, Forester Greeley & 
the Bureau of Public Roads & the Sec. of Agri-
culture. 
Also letter about Lincoln Totem to Gov. Parks - he 
goes to Washington in 3 days. 

Diary 36, 1925 
December 11-12 

-11th – 
Dist. Atty. dismissed case of U.S. v Tom Jones, 
before Com. & brought in indictments for other 
offenses in Dist Court, so as to Escape calling 
McGill his main witness in Hoxie case - who was 
beaten up by Tom. Jones, because of quarrel 
about a woman both claimed.  Morton looking after 
cases.  Am at work on preparation of Brief & 
Argument in case of DeHon, et al. v Isaacs, 
pending in Circuit Court of Appeals - a Seward 
case. 

-12th - 
Busy on Brief in Seward case. 
Morton in court arguments on Motions in various 
cases. 

Diary 36, 1925 
December 13 

-13th - 
Sunday - beautiful winter day. 
Slept till near noon - took a walk up the basin road 
to Cape Horn. 
Worked all afternoon on brief in the DeHon v 
Isaacs - went to movies tonight to see “Dangerous 
Dan McGrew.” - Service poem in pictures.  It was 
very good - though the outside idea of Alaska 
scenes is vague and unsatisfactory to one who has 
seen the real. 
I am very fond of Services poems - they are crude - 
but so was the Yukon of his day.  However he 
actually saw & understood - & I appreciate his 
efforts. 

Diary 36, 1925 
December 14-15 

-14th – 
Working on Brief in case DeHon v Isaacs.  Harry at 
work on criminal cases.  Recd. nice letter from 
Gov. Parks promising assistance in preserving the 
Lincoln Totem on Tongass island, also one 
promising attention to my letter asking him to bring 
the Skagway road to the notice of Washington 
officials. 

-15- 
Spent the day in preparation of an Answer for Defts 
in case of Bank of Petersburg v Olness & Arness - 
an interesting case. 
Harry busy with Tom Jones & other criminal cases. 
Sent doll to Mary Jane for Christmas. 

Diary 36, 1925 
December 16 

-16th - 
At work on Brief in DeHon v Isaacs. 
Harry on criminal cases.  The “grapevine” 
dispatches say Judge Ritchie will not be 
reappointed, - that the whole list of Territorial 
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appointments is agreed on - and may be appointed 
soon. 
Evidently the officials here are advised - but of 
what no one knows for certain. 
Recd. a letter from Debbie today - she is still 
afflicted with infection in her gall ducts - & may 
have to undergo an operation:  She wrote me a 
good long letter, though, & seems from that & the 
fact that she goes out riding with Darrell & Jane to 
be growing stronger. 

Diary 36, 1925 
December 17-18 

-17th – 
Finished my Brief in DeHon v Isaacs and am 
greatly relieved thereat.  Its a close case, but I 
hope to win it. 

-18th - 
I am greatly pleased!  The President today 
appointed Al. White, Marshal at Juneau!! and my 
other friend of more than 20 years - Lynn Smith, as 
Marshal at Fairbanks!  Fine! 
Also Charlie Jones, at Nome. I do not know Jones - 
but the other two men are my friends, and I am 
delighted at their appointments.  John W. Frame 
made a long hard fight for White - and I am also 
glad for that reason! 

Diary 36, 1925 
December 19-20 

-19th – 
Working in office as usual.  Nothing new about 
appointments, except the Empire is groaning and 
calling Al White a “saloon keeper and gambler.” 
When his father died he left Al, a saloon - which 
was closed out after while - & thats the basis for 
that charge.  Still the Empire is in favor of liquor & 
conducts a propaganda in that interest, so I do not 
see why it should object on that ground. 

-20th - 
Beautiful Sunday - took a long walk & wrote a 
Chap. in Mt. McK. & the Yukon River story. 

Diary 36, 1925 
December 21 

December 21st 
A Taku wind today - not bad - clear cold.  Working 
in office as usual. 
I am not so greatly pleased today over the 
announcement of Presidential appointments: they 
are: 
Judge Reed, 1st Division 
Judge Ritchie, 3rd    “ 
Judge Lomen 2nd     “ 
Arthur Shoup, Dist. Atty. 1st Div. 
Fred Harrison, Dist. Atty. 2nd Div. 
Harry Sullivan, Marshal, 3rd      “ 
All my friends lost out - though I took no part in the 
matter of Lomen, Ritchie, Harrison or Sullivan, & 
dont care much about the others! 

Diary 36, 1925 
December 22-24 

-22nd – 
The day of the Winter Solstice - the shortest of the 
year.  Resurrection day - and the sun will begin to 
return to us for another summer season. 
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Fine clear weather and no snow. 
-23rd – 

Working in the office as usual. 
Bot - Harry a Christmas Turkey. 
Had a long - a conference with Banker Behrends 

-24- 
As usual in the office. 
I am writing some new chapters in my story of the 
Yukon River & Mount McKinley. 

Diary 36, 1925 
December 25-26 

-25th – 
Christmas Day:  Slept late, good walk, worked in 
office, dinner with the McKinnons.  Pleasant 
evening. 

-26th – 
Debbie wrote to me that she was forwarding a 
present of one of Roosevelts books to me for 
Christmas present - & another book to Billy Bosch - 
but neither came - There is another mail on 
tonights boat from the south & they may come in 
that mail. 
Have received a great many Christmas Cards - 
sent none.  Its sentimental & all that but such a 
waste of money and time & then nobody is 
impressed by them! 

Diary 36, 1925 
December 27 

-27th - 
Sunday.  Spent the day in the office. 
Attended St John’s Day services at the Methodist 
Church - Masonic Lodge present.  I was much 
interested in the ministers idea of God - he did not 
appear to be satisfied with the usual orthodox defi-
nition, but seemed to think He was much more 
than a Super-Man - the head of his church, seated 
on a golden throne above the clouds.  He even 
confessed to his inability to describe Him, or to 
exactly locate His dwelling place. 
I admired his candor, although it was quite 
unorthodox.  Fire destroyed the Presbyterian 
Church this morning. 

Diary 36, 1925 
December 28-29 

-28th – 
Busy in office.  Law business good. 

-29th - 
Same as yesterday.  Received presents from 
Debbie & Darrell & Jane today.  They were 
intended for Christmas but are just as welcome to-
day. Debbie sent me Theodore Roosevelt and his 
Time, 2 vols. by Bishop.  She knows how I admire 
Roosevelt and now his writings, and these volumes 
contain mostly the latter, with anecdotes etc.  She 
also sent me another of Bishops books, “Notes and 
Anecdotes of Many Years,” which I am instructed 
to give to our friend Wm Bosch - a fine character 
and a friend of ours. 

Diary 36, 1925 
December 30 

-30th - 
Harry Morton is arranging newspapers - old 
Tanana Valley papers in order in files for printing.  I 
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have been answering correspondence etc.  
Received a fine letter from Debbie saying she is 
very much better, and has about regained her 
strength.  The doctor’s have given her a careful 
examination & report the attack she has had is 
about cured & that she is not threatened with 
serious trouble as she feared.  She seems very 
cheerful and happy again, & will have gone to Los 
Angeles before this time.  Fine weather here & 
boats both north & south today. 

Diary 36, 1925 
December 31 

December 31st 1925. 
Working in the office as usual. 
Harry is arranging newspapers - old files - for 
binding.  When not engaged in law work I am 
rewriting the Chapters in my History of the Yukon 
River etc.  No winter yet - the weather is war and 
humid - little rain, but the air is warm & full of 
moisture - spring weather – no snow on the 
ground. 
The town tonight is quiet & orderly - no 
drunkenness.  Attended Palace movie theater - 
1100 to 1. a.m.  Just a choice collection of pictures 
and a quiet, contented and happy people - Happy 
New Year!! 

Diary 36, 1926 
January 1-3 

January 1st 1926. 
Quiet day.  In office as usual.  Nothing in the way 
of excitement. I am studying the volcanic history of 
Central and Western Alaska, and comparing the 
facts with those relating to Amchitka and Japan. 

-Jan 2nd – 
In court this morning.  Judge Reed decided motion 
for new trial in Hunter v Wagner in our favor, set 
my other matters for hearing on Tuesday. 
Am study of Glaciers & volcanoes. 

-3rd- 
Puget Sound weather. 
Long walk up into the Basin - studying volcanoes & 
glacial periods in Alaska 

Diary 36, 1926 
January 4-5 

-4th – 
Working in the office as usual. 
Harry arranging old newspapers in files. 

-5th - 
Arguments on motion in Hunter v Wagner. 
Demurrer in Bank v Arness, court with us in Hunter 
case. 
It is the mildest winter weather ever. 
Wrote a lot of letters today - one to Debbie, & one 
to Jane thanking her for kindness to Debbie, and 
sent my field glasses to Darrell.  Also studying 
volcanoes, glaciers, migrations of mammoth etc. 
from Asia to America. 
Got my letters to Debbie & Jane tonight on 
Steamship at the Dock. No snow - no winter! 
A Puget Sound spring! 
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Diary 36, 1926 
January 6 

-6th - 
After my cheerful letters of last night to Debbie and 
Jane I received three letters from Darrell today 
saying Debbie had had another severe attack of 
her bowel trouble, and that he had had to send her 
to the hospital where she suffered greatly.  His first 
two letters were calculated to frighten one but in 
the third he said he had just been to the hospital to 
see her and she was setting up in bed eating a 
hearty meal.  I am inclined to think he was 
frightened - but its bad enough at best.  He told me 
in the last letter not to come. 

Diary 36, 1926 
January 7-8 

-7th – 
As usual in office. 

-8th - 
As usual in office. 
Brought suit for Bruce Brown to recover 
possession - custody of his two children from their 
grandmother - at Haines.  She is old & half crazy & 
threatens to kill the children if he attempts to take 
them - Judge Reed gave us an order to the U. S. 
Marshal to take them & bring them 
to Juneau & place them in the custody of Mrs. John 
Morrison pending the determination of their future 
custody. 
I am preparing a list of Alaska Volcanoes - as a 
study. 

Diary 36, 1926 
January 9 

-9th - 
Busy in court.  Judge Reed sustained demurrer 
against my complaint in Arness Case.  Also 
overruled Plea in Bar in Jones case: but upheld 
over contention in Hunter v Wagner.  We entered 
judgment in Hunter case, and Wagner paid - 
$202500 = Paid Hunter $1461.90 - bal. $56310 paid 
to me. 
Privately I am working on Volcanic study.  Also 
received from Tom Jones in his case $100. on act. 
Wrote Darrell and Debbie both as boat goes out 
south in morning.  Recd. nice letter from 
Geoghegan - also beautifully written Chinese letter 
& promise of return of Mss. of Russian Section 
soon. 

Diary 36, 1926 
January 10-1 

-10- 
A rainy Sunday - nothing much. 
Went to Movie - saw “For Sale” - a poor act. 
Studied Volcanism - Alaskan. 

-11th – 
As usual in office. 
Getting Jones cases ready for trial. 
Preparing an amended complaint in Arness case. 

-12th - 
Same as yesterday. 
Bought a bunch of newspaper files from 
Robertson.  Recd. letter from Darrell saying Debbie 
was better – O.K. & that her Doctor bills are $400-
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$500. 
She will go on to Los Angeles with Jen, when she 
reaches S.F. about Jany 15. 

Diary 36, 1926 
January 13-14 

-13- 
Sent Darrell $500. by telegraph today to pay 
Debbies doctor bills.  Spent whole day trial of U.S. 
v Jones, charged with White Slave case - Verdict 
of “Not Guilty.”  We defended Jones - Harry & I. 
There are other cases against him & I will let Harry 
try them. 

-14th - 
In office as usual - answering letters.  A busy day - 
wrote letters, also, to Debbie, Darrell and June, my 
sister.  I also wrote three letters - one each to 
Senators Lenroot, Goff and Morris, about the 
Federal appointments, and suggesting Rustgard as 
a peace making matter, provided the present 
nominees are not confirmed. 

Diary 36, 1926 
January 15-16 

-15th – 
Working in the office as usual. 
In the afternoon I assisted Morton in the trial of 
U.S. v Tom Jones and Mildred Stanton, accused of 
cohabiting in a state of adultery etc.  The Elks from 
Ketchikan and Juneau had a parade & Barn dance. 

-16th - 
Concluded trial of U.S. v Jones & Stanton.  I made 
argument with Harry - Jury returned verdict of Not 
Guilty.  These two Jones cases are closely 
connected with the Hoxie Conspiracy Bootlegging 
Cases, and tend greatly to weaken the prosecution 
in that case & ought not to have been tried in 
advance of that case.  Poor Judgment! 

Diary 36, 1926 
January 17-19 

-17th – 
Sunday.  Studied volcanoes on the islands of 
Bering sea.  Had a pleasant evening and a good 
dinner with the McKinnons.  Besides the family 2 
schoolteachers & Mrs. Tilden & Madge Case were 
present. 

-18th – 
Busy in office: Business is good - for Juneau.  I am 
afraid I am giving Harry the “big head” in permitting 
him to assist in trying cases - too bad for he really 
has some qualities. 

-19th - 
In making up my statement for settlement of my 
account as Administrator of the Estate of J. H. 
Cobb, deceased, I 

Diary 36, 1926 
January 19 

19 
In making up my statement for settlement of my 
account as Administrator of the Estate of J. H. 
Cobb, deceased, I  
 
have just ascertained that I have five checks 
against the bank account belonging to the Estate, 
but forgot to sign my official designation.  
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Administrator Estate of J.H. Cobb, deceased, and 
the B.M. Behrends charged the checks against my 
private account instead of the Cobb Estate Act.  
The dates and amounts of these five Cobb estate 
checks thus charged to me are as follows: 
Mch 26 ’25. Lockie McKinnon appraiser - $3.00 
Mch 26   “   Wm Bosch,              “         –     3.00 
Mch 26   “   John Mornson           “          -  3.00 
April 1     “   V.A. Paine, Com. fees         -  4.95 
Oct. 13   “  Mrs. E.J. Cobb, order of court $750.00 

Total Mistakes  $763.95 
I went over the checks, check book and my bank 
act.  private & Cobb Estate, with McNaughton, 
Cashier B.M. Behrends Bank today & signed each 
of the checks above described as Administrator 
and he charged them to the Cobb Est. & gave me 
credit in my private account - corrected both in 
accordance with the facts. 

Diary 36, 1926 
January 20-21 

-20th – 
At work in office: Morton on Biblio. 
I received another most extraordinary vicious letter 
from Nan today.  She is demanding a monthly 
annuity for life of $7500 or she threatens to do 
something dreadful  - poor girl she is either crazy 
or stark mad - I shall pay no attention to her letters 
but continue to pay her $2500 a month as usual.  Of 
course she could go home & be comfortable, but 
will not do it. 

-21st - 
As usual in office. 
Took another $500.00 in McKinnon Inv. Co. 8% 
Bonds today. 
Snowing - raining tonight. 

Diary 36, 1926 
January 22-25 

-22nd – 
A small fall of snow, but disappeared with rain - 
warm.  As usual in office. 

-23rd – 
Tried case of Bruce Browns children in court.  Am 
attempting to secure custody of children for the 
father, from the grandparents - the mother being 
dead.  Otherwise as usual in the office. 

-24th – 
A calm quiet Sunday - snow all gone, and warm 
April weather. 
Got another letter from Debbie - she is better & will 
go at once to Los Angeles. 

-25th - 
Judge Reed decided the Bruce Brown case in our 
favor, and the father gets his children. 

Diary 36, 1926 
January 25-26 

-25th – 
Attended the reception to Bishop Crimont, who has 
just returned from a trip to Rome, where he 
advertised Alaska as loyally as a boom promoter. 

-26th - 
Prof. Keller, supt. Juneau schools & 3 pf his pupils 
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came down to the office this evening and talked 
about the division of the Territory into two 
Territories or State & Ter. I gave them the Mss. 
data which I prepared on that subject for Pres. 
Harding, & such other data as I could think of. 
They are preparing to discuss that subject with 
Ketchikan schools. 
Wrote to Debbie & sent her $250.00.  Still beautiful 
spring weather. 

Diary 36, 1926 
January 27-28 

-27th – 
Wrote to Heidinger, Attorney for my sister Jennie, 
Enumclaw, in the settlement of Mother’s Estate & 
sent him $62.50 to pay for Nan’s part of necessary 
contribution to expenses. 
Many other business letters. 
Nothing new. 

-28th - 
Hoxies trial on in the District Court. 
We are working in office.  Harry attended court this 
afternoon to hear McGill’s testimony, since he is 
the main witness against Tom. Jones whom we are 
to defend next week. 
Fine weather continues. 

Diary 36, 1926 
January 29 

-29th - 
Cash Cole came in to talk over the situation in 
regard to the nomination of Republican candidate 
for Delegate to Congress.  I assured him if he 
wished to run in the April primaries I would support 
him.  Frank Aldrich is considering becoming a 
candidate but Cash is the better candidate & I 
would much rather see him run than Frank.  Final 
consideration must be had at once for Tuesday 
Feb. 2 is the last day to file the papers.  I am, and 
have long been, dissatisfied with Sutherland and 
will not vote for him again, and will support Cash 
on a platform for Statehood. 

Diary 36, 1926 
January 30-31 

-30th – 
Read “Glaciers of North America,” by Russell & am 
studying the subject of glaciers & writing a chapter 
on the Glaciers of Alaska.  Morton finished 
numbering Bibliograph to the Russian Section - 
cannot go farther till Geoghegan sends back the 
cards & Ms. for that Section.  I telegraphed asking 
him to send it.   
Getting evidence etc. ready for the of U.S. v Jones, 
- the third Jones case - we won the other two! 

-31st - 
Sunday.  Dr. Chase of Cordova & Frank Aldrich 
were in the office talking politics.  Frank has filed 
as a candidate of the April primaries for Delegate - 
& the Dr. will file for Senator 

Diary 36, 1926 
January 31- 
February 1 

31 
if some of his friends at Cordova do not file as they 
agreed to do.  I am not sure that Frank can beat 
Dan Sutherland in the primaries.  Cash Cole was 
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inclined to file, but he has waited before acting till 
he could talk to his supporters - while Frank filed 
first, and will now talk to his supporters. 
Cash may not file in consequence! 

-February 1st- 
Recd. letter from Harry G. McClain, Ketchikan with 
a Declaration of Candidacy for Delegate to 
Congress, with a letter saying to keep watch of the 
filings and if no other person filed against 
Sutherland to file the Declaration for him - also 
check $40. to pay fee. 

Diary 36, 1926 
February 1 

1 
I telegraphed to him today saying that Frank 
Aldrich had filed & asked him to “wire instructions.”  
Frank is relying on me to prepare his 
announcement, & I suppose I will be obliged to do 
it.  Cash Cole is greatly disappointed at Aldrich’s 
declaration, for he would have done so if Frank had 
not - but now he cannot - Frank is not an ideal 
candidate - Cash would have been a better one - 
Probably Dan will beat either of them.  There is 
trouble also over LeFevre’s candidacy for the Ter. 
Senate.  Paul & Frame are both trying to get rid of 
him - they want Will Steel - but Le Fevre stands 
pat. 

Diary 36, 1926 
February 2 

-2nd - 
Rather a strenuous day:  Recd. from Harry G. 
McCain his Declaration of Candidacy for Delegate 
& several telegrams from him at Ketchikan 
instructing me - finally - to file it with Sec. of Ter. 
whereby he became a candidate at the primaries 
for Delegate - at the same time Frank Aldrich, who 
filed on Saturday was expecting & importuning me 
to assist him in the preparation of the public 
announcement of his campaigning - etc. with 
pulling & hauling of local politicians!  About all I got 
out of it was the suspicion from Aldrich that I was 
double crossing him, and bringing out McCain in 
opposition to him, when the fact was I was just a 
messenger boy 

Diary 36, 1926 
February 2 

2 
to carry McCains Declaration to the Sec. of Ter. 
office.  The situation is: There are three Republican 
candidates today -the last day for filing - 
Sutherland, Aldrich and McCain, and two 
Democratic candidates - Gilbert A. Adams, of 
Nome, and Frank Boyle, of Juneau, and Tom 
Marquam, of Fairbanks will, it is said, be an 
independent candidate.  LeFevre & Wm Steel will 
be pitted against each other for Ter. Senate in this 
Division - still I rather like to see good competition 
in the primaries - it gives the people a chance to 
say whom they want. 
Wrote letters - one to Debbie. 

J:\hist_docs\wickersham\ASL-MS0107-6-36.doc 



Alaska State Library - Historical Collections, PO Box 110571, Juneau AK 99811-0571 
Diary of James Wickersham. Feb. 18, 1925 to – Aug. 24, 1926. 
MS 107 BOX 6 DIARY 36  
 

Diary 36, 1926 
February 3-5 

-3rd – 
As usual in the office.  Nothing new. 
The trail of U.S. v Hoxie concluded and the jury is 
now considering their verdict.  It will probably be a 
hung jury & a new trial. 

-4th – 
The Hoxie jury is still out - not decided - as usual in 
office. 
Later: the Hoxie jury was unable to agree & was 
discharged at 2 oclock. 

-5- 
The Empire is carrying on a great noisy 
propaganda for the purpose of scaring timid 
persons from sending in complaints against Reed, 
Ritchie, Shoup, et al. whose confirmations are now 
pending 

Diary 36, 1926 
February 5 

5 
before the U.S. Senate.  They are threatening suits 
for libel, slander, etc. and at the same time libeling 
and slandering the other fellow unmercifully. 
It works locally, though, and induces many people 
to keep quiet who ought to talk and induces some 
weak ones to talk who ought to keep quiet.  But it is 
stirring up a vast turmoil & I think is resulting in 
harm rather than in good to the officials who are 
being considered for confirmations.  Of course I 
expect they will be confirmed but no one can be 
sure of what will happen.  Hoover & Smoot seem to 
have charge of Alaska just now. 

Diary 36, 1926 
February 6 

-6th - 
One of Judge Reeds opponents has sent telegram 
to Sutherland saying Reed has suppressed for 10 
days a special Report of the Grand Jury on Vice 
conditions in Juneau, and suggesting Senate Com. 
on Judiciary call for it. 
Mike Pusich was arrested today for bribery - or 
attempting to bribe a Mrs. Lundell, a member of the 
Hoxie jury - There’s a big row on - and its likely to 
get bigger before it gets smaller.  Poor Reed does 
not seem to be able to control things.  He also tells 
people now that Gov. Bone got him to sign the fool 
telegram instructing Shoup to go to Rep. Nat. Com. 
& fight John Frame - he needs a guardian! 

Diary 36, 1926 
February 7-9 

-7th – 
Mr. & Mrs. McKinnon & Donald gave Mr. Smith, 
Ter. Treas & me an automobile ride to the Eagle 
river today, over the new road just completed to 
that point. 
Tonight I had dinner with Mr. & Mrs. Stocker - Mr. 
Smith & Mr. Shonbeck of Anchorage & Mrs. 
Botsford were present.  A rainy Sunday evening. 

-8th – 
In office as usual. 
Getting ready to go to Wrangell to take testimony in 
the case of Grant v Bonding Company. 
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-9th - 
Left Juneau at midnight for Wrangell to take 
testimony in Grant v Nat. Surety. Co. case. 

Diary 36, 1926 
February 10-12 

-10th – 
Wrangell at 1:30, Grant Hotel.  Saw Judge Thomas 
who is sick - but will hear the case - Went to Movie 
show - Prisoner of Zenda - with Hellenthal.  Work 
tomorrow. 

-11th – 
Taking evidence in Grant v Nat. Surety case before 
Judge Thomas. 

-12- 
Same as yesterday. 
Hellenthal tells me tonight at 9:30 that he may go 
home in the morning on the boat - that if 

Diary 36, 1926 
February 12-13 

12 
goes to go ahead with the case.  He has his 
evidence all in, - and I intend to stay and put mine 
in and insist on Judge Tomas deciding the case!! 

-13th - 
Hellenthal did not go home on the SS. Rogers, but 
remained & finished his examination of me - as a 
witness - & I finished my evidence.  He holds out 
on some matter - so as to keep the case open for a 
week. 
We are now getting our Exhibits all numbered etc. - 
but the work is done – tonight. 

Diary 36, 1926 
February 14-15 

-14th Sunday 
Sunday.  Spent the day quietly. Had talk with Dave 
Wing about his trouble - mining case - with Chas. 
Benjamin - Went to hear Rev. Corsen preach. 

-15- 
Consultation with Mrs. Lemeroux about Estate of 
Louis Gagner, died and John Bonlanyer, heir.  Will 
examine the records about it.  Also another talk 
with Dave Wing about his partnership in mining 
with Chas. Benjamin in the Quartz Creek mines up 
the Stikine - in B.C. 

Diary 36, 1926 
February 15-16 

-15th – continued. 
I attended the Wrangell Chamber of Commerce 
Luncheon today & was asked to make a “few 
remarks”, which I did by urging them to purchase 
Chief Shake’s island, in the harbor with its houses 
and totem poles & to create a Park out of it, & to 
gather up the other decaying totem poles around 
the Indian houses & fill them with wood 
preservative & have the Indians repaint them etc. 

-16th – 
A beautiful clear wintry morning. 
Walked over the new wagon road to the A.P.A. 
Cannery, a mile north to see the mountains, the 
mouth of the 

Diary 36, 1926 
February 16 

Feb. 16 continued 1926 
Stikine River Bradfield canal. 
Mr. E.P. Lynch (Edward Patrick), 91 years old, 
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John G. Grants father in law, born in Ireland came 
to America in 1840, went up Frazer river in 1858, to 
the mines - to the Caribou Mines in the spring of 
1861.  “In 1870 I went into the Omineca, and they 
came there in 1872.  Harper and Hart, Al, Mayo 
and Jack McQuesten were at Germansen Landing, 
on the Omineca at the Portage across to 
Germansen Creek, in 1872, and left there in 
company in the summer of 1872, and went down 
the Peace River, prospecting: The 

Diary 36, 1926 
February 16 

16 
next I heard they were in the Yukon country.  I 
never met McQuesten and Mayo till I met them at 
Germansen’s Landing in 1872, but had known 
Harper and Hart since 1861.  Harper & I cabined 
together one winter on Williams Creek in the 
Cariboo mines about 1863-64.  I cant recollect the 
exact year.”  Lynch came down to Wrangell in Feb. 
1864.  Was at Nome 2 summers & a winter.  Lived 
generally at Wrangell.  Married at Wrangell & 
raised family.   
Left Wrangell on the “Victoria”, SS at 130 p.m. for 
Juneau, having completed taking testimony in 
Matheson Heirs case - Grant v National Surety Co. 

Diary 36, 1926 
February 17 

-17th - 
Arrived in Juneau 8 a.m.  Find that Harry has done 
little in my absence. 
Some letters - none important.  A crazy telegram 
from Nan! and a book from Hal. G. Evarts. 
Sent 3 boxes of Alaska newspapers, bound, to 
Librarian University of Washington, for deposit for 
future University of Alaska!!  Phillip Smith, 
geologist, who succeeds Brooks as head of the 
Alaska Div. told me coming up on the Victoria. that 
Mrs. Brooks will give Brooks library to the Alaska 
Ag. Col & School of Mines! 

Diary 36, 1926 
February 18-19 

-18th – 
At work in the office as usual.  Harry went through 
the old files of the Douglas Island News, in the 
Strollers Weekly office, and secured a full file of the 
News: I am having it bound! 

-19th - 
Am sending $100. to Wright, Fronde, Allen & Hiten, 
Attys. 400 Binke Bldg. Seattle, as retainer in 
proceedings to be instituted against Wm M. 
Bennett, N.Y.  for recovery of my loan to him of 
$5000.00.  They will employ N.Y. Attys to assist & I 
agree to pay 1/3 sum collected as attorney fee - & 
to pay costs.  See letter contract of this date. 
Answering accumulated correspondence.  (Over) 

Diary 36, 1926 
February 19 

-19th continued- 
Sutherland, McCain and Frank Aldrich declared 
their candidacy for the nomination for Delegate to 
Congress on the Republican ticket: Adams, of 
Nome, & Frank Boyle, of Juneau, on the 
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Democratic ticket: all subject to the vote of their 
party members at the Primary Election in the latter 
part of April.  It seems, however, the bi-partisan 
bosses who represent the big interests are not 
satisfied they can prevent Sutherland from winning 
the nomination in April over McCain and Aldrich, 
and cannot secure his defeat at the polls in 
November with either Boyle or Adams, so they are 
preparing a so-called Non-Partisan 

Diary 36, 1926 
February 19 

19 
Independent scheme to beat him. 
The scheme as outlined at their secret caucus last 
night is to form clubs over the Territory and induce 
Tom Marquam of Fairbanks to run as an 
Independent - to withdraw Boyle and Adams, and 
to pit Tom against Sutherland in the November 
election!  Here follows the report of their meeting 
last night with the plan outlined: 
 
[clipping] 

MARQUAM URGED  
TO ENTER RACE  

AS INDEPENDENT 
Nonpartisan Movement Start- 

ed Here Urging Fairbank- 
san to Make Race. 

A movement to induce T.A. Marquam, former 
Mayor of Fairbanks and a prominent attorney of 
that community, to file as an independent 
candidate for Delegate to Congress was launched 
here last night.  Twenty-five prominent citizens of 
Juneau, meeting at the City Hall, took the first 
steps in organizing the Juneau Citizens Club and 
unanimously adopted a resolution urging Mr. 
Marquam to file. 

The meeting was attended by both  Republican 
and Democrats who were enthusiastic for Mr. 
Marquam.  The Club elected E.J. White, 
Democratic candidate for Delegate in 1924, as 
President, and H.R. Shepard, Republican member 
of the lower House of the Alaska Legislature in 
1923, for Secretary.  Membership lists are being 
prepared and will be kept at Mr. Shepard’s office 
on Seward Street where others who desire to 
affiliate with the movement can sign up for 
membership. 

Among those present last night and endorsing  
the movement were:  Mayor J.J. Connors, former 
Mayors E. Valentine and I. Goldstein, J.F. Mullen, 
Vice-President of B.M. Behrends Bank, L.H. 
Metzgar, Guy McNaughton, Grover C. Winn, Mrs. 
Lena H. Pigg, Dr. W.J. Pigg, H. Vander Leest, 
Hector McLean, H.L. Faulkner, N.O. Hardy, R.B. 
Martin, A.F. McKinnon, J.L. Gray, W.S. Pullen, 
John A. Davis, B.A. Rosselle, H.R. Shepard, R.E. 
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Robertson and H.H. Post. 

Diary 36, 1926 
February 19 

19 
[clipping continued] 

Wire to Marquam 
The club wired Mr. Marquam last night its 

endorsement and asked him to file at once. It will 
also get into communication with other towns in 
this Division and urge them to start similar 
organizations.  It is hoped to bring about a close 
affiliation of all such clubs and by conference agree 
with them upon a complete independent ticket for 
the First Division delegation to the Legislature.  
This will be placed in the field against the ticket 
filed by the Paul faction in the Republican primary if 
the efforts to agree upon it should be successful. 

Text of Resolution 
The text of the resolution which was adopted last 

night follows: 
“We, the undersigned, citizens and electors of 

the Territory of Alaska, believing that it is of vital 
importance to and for the best interests of the 
Territory of Alaska and its citizens that the Territory 
should be represented in the Congress  of the 
United States by an Alaskan who is not only 
competent to faithfully perform the duties of 
Delegate but also sincerely devoted to the welfare 
of the Territory and her people and in hearty 
sympathy with their needs, 

“And further believing that the incompetency and 
insincerity and lack of helpful sympathy of the 
present incumbent of the office of Delegate has 
wrought great injury and damage to the Territory 
and her people, and that said present incumbent 
has shown himself as unfit and unworthy to hold 
that great office,  

“And, further believing that the Hon. Thomas A. 
Marquam, of Fairbanks, Alaska, who for many 
years has been a bona fide Alaskan, would and 
could well and faithfully serve the people of the 
Territory as Delegate to Congress and that he 
ought to be urged by us and all other Alaskans to 
accept that office at the hands of the electors of 
Alaska, 

“Do hereby associate ourselves together as the 
Marquam for Delegate 1926 Independent Citizens 
Club of Juneau, and we do hereby pledge 
ourselves to earnestly endeavor to elect the Hon. 
Thomas A. Marquam as Delegate to Congres from 
Alaska at the 1926 election.” 

Will Start Drive 
The originators of the movement said today an 

active campaign for membership in the local 
organization would be started in the near future.  
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President White was authorized to appoint a 
special membership committee of 12 to conduct 
this drive and to communicate with other 
communities in this Division urging them to form 
similar clubs.  He said he would name this 
committee in a few days, deferring action until 
more voluntary pledges have been made.  It was 
expected that many local residents would affiliate 
with the club without solicitation and before any 
drive for members is initiated. 

Mr. White announced the appointment of a 
special finance committee composed of Allen 
Shattuck, R.B. Martin and Hector McLean. 
 
[clipping] 

The STROLLER’S WEEKLY 
and DOUGLAS ISLAND NEWS 

MARQUAM-DELEGATE  
CLUB ORGANIZED 

Well-Attended Meeting of Republi- 
cans and Democrats Launches 

Independent Move. 
At a meeting held Thursday night at which every 

chair in the council chamber of the City Hall was 
occupied there was not a dissenting vote on a 
motion to organize a Citizens-of-Juneau-
Independent movement to launch and boost the 
Marquam-for-Delegate Club, which movement is 
already spreading like wildfire over and thoughout 
the Territory. 
In view of the fact that the meeting was of a 
community nature in that, so far as Republicans 
and Democrats were concerned, party lines were 
wholly obliterated, it was called to order by the 
Mayor J.J. Connors who states its object to be a 
concerted effort to rescue Alaska from the 
deplorable predicament in which she has been 
precipitated by the manner in which she has been 
misrepresented at Washington and, in his opinion 
as well as of that of practically all with whom he 
had conversed, the only way in which present 
conditions can be bettered was by forming an 
independent party for the purpose of not only 
choosing a candidate for delegate but also 
candidates for legislative honors in the First 
division. 

Diary 36, 1926 
February 19-21 

19 
[clipping continued] 

Nominations for temporary officers being in 
order, E.J. White was nominated for chairman and 
H.R. Shepard for secretary, both being 
unanimously elected.  The chairman at once 
appointed a committee consisting of R.E. 
Robertson, J.J. Connors and H. Vander Leest to 
select a name and pledge for the organization.  
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The committee retired and in a few minutes 
reported that it had agreed upon the name of 
Marquam-for-Delegate Club which was explained 
that it was an Independent Voters’ League, the 
present purpose of which was to launch a 
movement urging the candidacy of Hon. Thomas 
A. Marquam of Fairbanks as an independent 
candidate for delegate to congress, the mater of 
co-operating with other portions of Southeastern 
Alaska in selecting a Divisional legislative ticket to 
be taken up later. 

On motion the chair appointed a finance 
committee, naming Allen Shattuck, Hector McLean 
and Ralph Martin.  The chair was also authorized 
to name a committee of 12 to co-operate with other 
portions of the Division in selecting an independent 
list of candidates for the Territorial legislature, the 
chair announcing that he would select the 
committee later and when the roll, which was later 
opened and signed by every person present, had 
been more extensively signed. 

A telegram to Mr. Marquam informing him of the 
action of the meeting was forwarded at the 
conclusion of the meeting. 

The roll of membership is open for additional 
signers at the office of Secretary Shepard on 
Seward street and all voters in sympathy with the 
movement for an Independent Voter’s League are 
urged to call and sign it.  The ladies are particularly 
invited to sign the roll.  Incidentally, the first name 
signed Thursday night was that of a lady. 

The meeting adjourned subject to the call of the  
chairman. 

-20th – 
In the office as usual. 
Our Rudy case continued over the term. 

-21st Sunday- 
I had another - the second - queer telegram from 
my sister Nan today - it makes me feel that 
something is the matter with her mind - I shall write 
to a friend in Tacoma to have an inquiry made to 
ascertain if my fears may be true. 

Diary 36, 1926 
February 21-22 

21st continued. 
Mr. John E. Meals & Editor of Pathfinder came to 
see me yesterday and today and we have talked 
long & earnestly about a plan of putting it on a 
most satisfactory basis.  I have suggested to him to 
follow the plan which has made the National 
Geographic Magazine such a success.  He will go 
to Ketchikan and talk with Morrisey, editor of the 
Chronicle, about it, and if the plan appears as 
satisfactory after a careful consideration as it does 
now he contemplates some such action. 

-22nd - 
Wrote letter to Harry asking him to go to Tacoma 
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and take Nan home. 

Diary 36, 1926 
February 23-24 

-23rd – 
Have had many conferences with John E. Meals, 
Ed. Pathfinder, in relation to organizing a 
corporation to publish a Magazine & also for 
creating a Society after the plan of the National 
Geographic Mag. & Soc. 
Dinner tonight with the McKinnon’s - Wallstein G. 
Smith & Judge De Armond present - a pleasant 
evening. 

-24th - 
Will Steel sends the Marquam record with 
Valentines letter & affidavit to Senator Cummins, 
Ch. Senate Committee on Judiciary in the matter of 
the Confirmation of Reed & Shoup to 

Diary 36, 1926 
February 24 

24 
their political connection with Marquam & his “no 
light” character. 
Had dinner with Meals & another conference about 
Magazine scheme. 
Rumor that Judge Reed will go to Washington on 
Tuesday of next week to appear before Com. on 
Judiciary and defend against Sutherlands charges. 
Meals will go to Ketchikan on the boat tonight to 
see what he can do with his Magazine scheme.  
He wants me to assist in the organization of the 
corporation & Society & to be connected with the 
publication of the Magazines & I have promised 
him I would - but would not put in any money! 

Diary 36, 1926 
February 25-27 

-25th – 
Same in office as usual. 

-26th – 
Took judgment in three cases today Brewick v 
Brewick, Sharp v Sharp, & Waltman v Johnson & 
Hogland, etc. 
Went over my Income Tax report with a Special 
Agent of the Int. Rev. Bureau, who is investigating 
& found I paid $100 too much tax for 1924! 

-27th - 
Judge Reed announced in court today that he was 
leaving Juneau on Tuesday Mch 2nd  for 
Washington.  He did not say so, but we all 
understand he goes to defend himself before 
Senate Committee 

Diary 36, 1926 
February 27-28 

Feb. 27th – continued. 
on Judiciary on charges to prevent his 
confirmation.  If he had kept out of the Ritchie - 
Bone - Democratic fight on Frame - his way would 
be easy.  Its his own fault. 
Recd. today from Rich. H. Geoghegan, Fairbanks, 
the Russian section of my Bibliography - we are 
compelled to compare & copy the whole of it. 
Busy in office - as usual. 
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-28th - 
Sunday - a rainy Sunday at that. 
Rested by arranging old Russian School Books 
used in Russian parochial schools in Alaska putting 
backs on them and titles & my bookplate. 

Diary 36, 1926 
March 1-2 

March 1st 
Prepared Brief & Decree, etc. in the case of 
National Surety Co. v Grant & others, in Matheson 
Estate case.  They must go to Wrangell on next 
southbound boat.  Am reading Steller’s Journal of 
Berings Voyage. 

-2nd - 
Working in office as usual - Finished Steller’s 
Journal, and greatly admire his style and vigor; he 
was evidently a man of courage, energy & 
scholarship.  Wrote to Debbie & also many other 
letters on business matters.  Am preparing better 
bindings, labels and c for my collection of Russian - 
Alaskan schoolbooks. 

Diary 36, 1926 
March 3-4 

-3rd – 
I have just finished writing 180 letters to 180 
Alaskans now resident in Portland asking them to 
support Col. James J. Crossley, of Portland, but 
formerly of Fairbanks, for U.S. Senator - at his 
request.  I am sending them to him for addressing 
and mailing. 
Also began the work of rearranging the Russian 
Section of Bibliography, striking out items not 
properly Alaskan, adding some that are, & getting it 
in proper shape to recopy.  Morton is assisting me. 

-4th - 
Same as yesterday on Biblio. 

Diary 36, 1926 
March 5 

-5th – 
Working with Morton on Russian Section - 
comparing, rejecting, arranging Bibliography. 

-6th – 
Same as yesterday - doing well. 

-7th - 
Recd. telegram from Darrell saying: 
“Jane is visiting in Los Angeles and writes that 
Mother is not very well and she can see she is 
terribly worried in that she has not received a letter 
from you in three weeks stop if you haven’t a letter 
almost due in Los Angeles please send mother a 
night letter stop - if you are sick wire me. Darrell.”  I 
answered 

Diary 36, 1926 
March 7 

7 
saying:  “In perfect health stop was in Wrangell 
taking testimony important case two weeks missed 
one mail otherwise write and send daily papers 
every boat stop just received letter from mother 
February twenty-first saying I have been awfully 
good about writing and sending her Juneau papers 
stop mail boats irregular.” 
Bless his heart he takes the burden of both of on 
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his back, and we both love him for it, but he is just 
what his mother called him in one of her recent 
letters, “an old fuss box.” - but a mighty good man 
and a loving son! 

Diary 36, 1926 
March 8-10 

-8th – 
Working with Morton on Biblio - Russian Sec. and 
have it ready for typing. 
Am suffering with cold in my head - Hospital filled 
with “flu” victims & I am trying to fight it off. 

-9th – 
Same work as yesterday.  Morton is Typing the 
Russian section, while I am busy on 
correspondence - and office matters. My cold – 
“flu” is much better. 

-10th - 
Same work as yesterday 
Two boats in one going north the other south. 
We are doing well in copying Biblio; Linn Smith  
(over) 

Diary 36, 1926 
March 10-11 

10 
new Marshal for Fairbanks district came in on SS. 
Victoria going north - Saw him for an hour at Karl 
Thieles rooms & he told us about conditions in 
Wash. before Senate Com. on Judiciary - says that 
Reed, Shoup & Richie have hard fight -does not 
know whether they will be confirmed or not - gave 
us many stories about matters - nothing very 
definite. 

-11th - 
Saw Linn Smith, U.S. Mar. for Fbks and talked to 
him about Flannagan as Deputy.  Did not promise, 
but seems favorable.  Much mail on Victoria.  
Telegram from Thomas, Probate Judge, Wrangell, 
saying he decided Matheson case for my clients.  
Sending copy of his decision on next boat. 

Diary 36, 1926 
March 12-15 

-12th – 
Working on Biblio – Morton same. 

-13th – 
Same as yesterday. 

-14th – 
Fine sunny day - walked up to the Perseverance - 
in the Basin. 
Sunday dinner at Mary Youngs. 
“Potash & Perlmutter” at Spicketts Palace movie.  
Am writing the Introduction to the Bibliography. 

-15th - 
Busy in office answering correspondence. 
Also trying - with Harland, Lindsay, & McKinnon to 
get the latters Apartment house money raised - on 
bonds.  Behrends is holding back. 

Diary 36, 1926 
March 16 

-16th - 
Wrote a long letter to Debbie today also one to 
Darrell. - He criticized me for failing to write to his 
mother for three weeks - during the time I was in 
Wrangell taking testimony.  The omission arose 
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from my absence & the irregularity of the boats, 
and I am having to explain - and I fear with little 
success.  I am quite provoked about it, because I 
thought I was being so good, for I write every boat 
& send the daily papers, but Darrell cannot bear to 
have his mother neglected.  I just wonder if he 
thinks he loves her better than I do? 

Diary 36, 1926 
March 17 

-17th - 
Evening Empire says Reed was examined today 
before Judiciary Com. House, & gave questions & 
answers, in which he made a poor showing - 
admitted everything charged against him, etc. and 
declared Alaska was in bad way morally, etc.  He 
said harder things about conditions here than 
Sutherland is reported to have said!  but the 
Empire & its creatures will not peep about that 
although they give pages to unfair & untruthful 
denunciations of Sutherland.  Reed seems to have 
been closely cross-examined by Senators on the 
Committee.  I am beginning to think he has lost his 
case by his own foolish admissions. 

Diary 36, 1926 
March 18-19 

-18th – 
Working in office as usual - on Intro. to Biblio. -& 
office work also. 

-19th - 
Working same as usual. 
Recd telegram from F.C. Dougherty Hutton Bldg. 
S.F. dated yesterday saying: 
“Have written Flory describing program assuring 
early development pulp and paper mill at Thane 
utilizing entire Gastineau development and 
grouping our project and personnel with theirs stop 
our plan compatible with forest service regulations 
and means construction two hundred ton paper mill 
with ground wood and sulphite mills stop would 
make showing shortly and acquire Gastineau 
properties local sentiment would favor plan stop 
appreciate your wiring collect Florys reaction 
writing fully. 
F.C. Dougherty” 
Flory’s reaction was good & have so wired 
Dougherty.  Am interested to see what the plan is - 
when letters come. 

Diary 36, 1926 
March 20-21 

-20- 
Nothing new - at work as usual. 
The Senate Judiciary Com. has been engaged this 
week in hearing the evidence in the Reed-Shoup 
charges - rather the charges against them, but we 
get but little information & that little in the Empire, 
which is not reliable, so we do not really know what 
is going on there - except that its going on. 

-21st – 
A rainy Sunday. 
I wrote the Spanish voyages portion of my Introd. 
to the Bibliography.  It is rather slow work for I am 
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obliged to read Bancroft & other English works so 
as to be sure not to go too far astray. 

Diary 36, 1926 
March 22-25 

-22nd – 
Assisting Morton to proof read the cards which the 
Ms. U.S. Public Doc. titles in Biblio.  The general 
Publications part is completed - compared, 
corrected & indexed. 

-23- 
Same as yesterday - Answered all correspondence 
in office to date. 

-24th – 
Same as yesterday.  Working with Morton on Bib. 
& answering correspondence. 

-25th - 
Same as yesterday.  Wrote letters to Debbie & 
send her the daily papers. 
Saw & heard the song of the first spring robins! 
Spring. 

Diary 36, 1926 
March 26-28 

-26- 
Same as yesterday - but I am getting tired.  I feel 
exhausted today & I must sleep & rest more. 

-27- 
Same work as yesterday.  We find we are short of 
information about Alaskan data in the War Dept. 
and I am sending a letter to Morrison, Library of 
Congress for wanted material. 

-28th - 
Sunday.  Slept till 11 a.m. took a long walk - had a 
talk with Meals about his plans to publish a 
magazine - in connection with the Alaska Hist. Soc. 
- after the plan of the Nat. Geog. Mag.  I also wrote 

Diary 36, 1926 
March 28 

28 
a letter to Guy B. Erwin, Fairbanks, in relation to 
his having signed Tom Marquams petition to run 
for Delegate for Congress against Dan Sutherland 
- and sent him a copy of Dan’s letters to the Dept. 
in defense of Erwin against the attacks of Tom 
Marquam, et. al.  It will not be pleasant reading for I 
insisted he was - if he knew the facts - guilty of the 
blackest ingratitude, but assumed he did not know 
the facts - which I gave him in writing, in such a 
way that he will, I hope, withdraw from Toms 
support, and support Dan, as Dan supported him 
against Tom’s secret & cowardly charges! 

Diary 36, 1926 
March 29 

-29th - 
Boat in with mail last night.  Recd letters from 
Darrell and Jennie saying that Debbie was worse 
and they took her to the Hospital - Jen says she 
fears it is the old Tuberculosis trouble coming in 
again.  Darrell was going down on last Thursday to 
see her and said he would telegraph me if I was 
needed - and has not, so I hope she is gaining 
again.  She is so much better able to judge of her 
condition than any of them - even the doctors, and 
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I think they just get scared when she has a 
recurrent - attack - she has a wonderful power of 
recuperation & they do not appreciate it - and fuss 
about it - when she does not know it. 
I sent Darrell $750.00 for her today. 

Diary 36, 1926 
March 30 

-30th - 
Recd. telegram from Darrell saying - 
Disregard letters from Jennie and myself telling you 
to come period mother has been very sick but 
better and out of immediate danger period. Have 
just spent two days with her and she will be in 
sanitarium not less than three months she cannot 
possibly come North this year.  Darrell. 
I am glad I sent the $750. yesterday - and I will go 
down myself as soon as I can find a good place in 
business affairs. Of course I’ll go any moment if 
necessary. 
Talked 45 minutes to the High School today on the 
necessity for study of the History of Alaska – 
Exhibited a large number of Alaskan Books to them 
& told them about the extent of Alaskas history & 
how to find it. 

Diary 36, 1926 
March 31- 
April 1 

-31st- 
As usual in office. 

-April 1st - 
Wrote letters today to Senator Norris, of Neb. to 
Congressman Upshaw, of Georgia, and 
Congressman Blanton, of Texas, asking them to 
oppose the passage of the White Literacy Bill, to 
disenfranchise the Indians of Alaska, and to assist 
Sutherland in that fight.  Wm F. Paul, Ketchikan 
wrote & asked me to send to protests -printed - to 
Congressman, but I thought it best to write letters & 
send them the protests with my letter. 
Sent $150.00 to Guy B. Erwin, to pay expenses of 
securing patent for mining claims at Fairbanks.  
Also signed papers sent me for same. 

Diary 36, 1926 
April 2 

-April 2nd - 
Am gathering data in relation to the Naturalization 
of H.L. Faulkner who was admitted to Citizenship 
by Judge Reed on Dec. 15, 1925.  I think it is 
based on perjury and other fraud, and I intend to 
find out. 
Bob. Heckman, of Ketchikan, is here and seems to 
be willing to assist Lockie McKinnon in his building.  
I had a conference with him yesterday & also today 
about it - he is badly disgusted with Behrends, and 
said some very straight things to the Chamber of 
Commerce about the matter today. We can make 
the proper arrangements, I think, to get Heckman 
interested. 

Diary 36, 1926 
April 3 

-3rd - 
Heckman has today all but agreed to take the 
balance the McKinnon bonds, $15,300.  Says he 
will telegraph us on Monday or Tuesday (he is 
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going back to Ketchikan tonight on the boat) if he 
will take them, but he told me he thought he would. 
Wrote letters to Debbie & Jennie today.  Debbie is 
still in the Glendale Sanitorium, Glendale, Cal. near 
L.A. but seems to be slowly recovering – she has 
colitis - whatever that is - though it seems to be 
ulcers in the colon.  Darrell thinks she is being 
attacked there by Tuberculosis.  It may be a 
combination.  I am glad Jennie, my youngest sister 
is there with her - she’s a good nurse. 

Diary 36, 1926 
April 4-7 

-4- 
A windy Sunday - nothing doing.  Dinner with the 
McKinnons. 

-5- 
In office as usual. 

-6th – 
Letters from Darrell, Jennie & Debbie. 
Darrell & Jennie write very pessimistically about 
Debbies health - think she is growing weaker and 
more seriously ill.  I must get ready to go to her 
soon. 

-7th - 
McKinnon recd. telegram from Heckman 
Ketchikan, saying he would take $15,000 of his 
bonds on certain conditions.  We have worked all 
day to get the matter arranged - but finally got it 
done.  Sent telegram to H. accepting his offer. 

Diary 36, 1926 
April 7 

-7th – 
continued. 

Stocker held out & McKinnon had to opt some of 
his friends to buy him out - so his bonds could be 
transferred to Heckman, who wanted the first 80 
bonds.  Gov. Parks & some of his friends will take 
the Stocker bonds & transfer them to Heckman & 
themselves take later bonds.  Stocker acted very 
badly - Mrs. McKinnon loaned him the money - 
without security or interest to buy his present busi-
ness & he has made a small fortune on her money 
& utterly refused to assist her in any way.  He is as 
bad as Behrends who has also refused to help 
them or to take any of their bonds!   
Wrote to Debbie. 

Diary 36, 1926 
April 8 

-8th - 
McKinnon’s have today raised the money to take 
up Stocker’s bonds so Heckman may have them, 
then Gov. Parks & his friends taking that sum in 
later bonds - & paying Stocker.  Lockie & Mrs. 
McKinnon are very happy - We are all chuckling 
that Heckman borrowed his money from the local 
banks at 6% per annum & will, himself, make 12% 
on this money! 
Smart bankers - though they do not run any risk, 
for Heckman is good, even if Lockie’s bonds are 
not. 
Working on Biblio. with Morton and we are 
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approaching the end of reading and correcting the 
Ms. 

Diary 36, 1926 
April 9-11 

-9th – 
Reading Pub. Doc. Biblio. Ms. for corrections – 
with Morton. 

-10- 
Same as yesterday. 

-11th - 
Darrell and Jennie are both scared about Debbies 
health.  She is in the Glendale Sanitorium, near 
Los Angeles, & Darrell has been down to see her 
and Jen in there almost every day - She is ill with 
colitis - & probably gall stones - and has infrequent 
attacks - fever etc. and they tell me she is weaker 
after each attack.  I shall arrange my affairs so as 
to go down and remain with her a month or so, 
after I receive next letters. 

Diary 36, 1926 
April 12-14 

-12- 
Busy day - correspondences.  Income Tax Report 
for 1925 -etc. 

-13th – 
Finished reading Biblio - Pub. Docs. with Morton – 
he is now numbering this part and preparing Index 
for its items. 
Wrote letter to Debbie - Judge Reed holding court 
in Ketchikan today - Recd. telegram from Allen, 
Seattle, saying Arness case ready to set for trial - 
Wrote to Arness, Petersburg asking him when he 
could go to Seattle & try the case. 

-14th - 
“Northwestern” SS. in harbor going north today & 
several interior Alaskans called.  Recd letter from 
Debbie - she is better as I expected. 

Diary 36, 1926 
April 14 

-14th continued- 
Letters from Ennis and Jack McCord, L.A. about 
Balderston & Ray, oil claims, Seward, & from 
Cobbs, L.A. about the U.S. Income Tax claims 
against their property.  This may prevent my 
settlement as Admr. here for a time at least. 
Bill McGrew, Hyder, called - Bill had a big game of 
poker on the boat last night & lost his money - 
Wanted me to go good at the bank for $200. but I 
refused to do it, etc. etc. 
In Debbies letter she tells me of the death of Mrs. 
A.R. Heilig on March 26th. Mr. & Mrs. Heilig went 
to eagle city with us in July 1900 - he was the first 
clerk of my court there.  She was a good woman, 
and we all loved her. 

Diary 36, 1926 
April 15 

-15th - 
I am preparing a Statement of Facts and Brief on 
the law in the matter of the Naturalization of Hebert 
Lionel Faulkner, local attorney, who obtained a 
Certificate of Naturalization from Judge Reed by 
what I think, is a fraud & ought to be vacated & set 
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aside.  The matter will be presented to the Bureau 
of Naturalization for such action as it may wish to 
take.  Working in office as usual. 
On Sunday the Rev. “Redheaded” Cooper minister 
of the Methodist Church preached to a union of the 
Methodist & Presbyterians at his church, on the 
local conditions - lawyers, bootleggers, etc.  On 
Monday morning Faulkner took his Presby church 
off to the Palace Theater & will no longer hear the 
Rev. Cooper.  Next Sunday promises fun. 

Diary 36, 1926 
April 16-18 

-16- 
Worked on Statement and Brief in the matter of the 
Naturalization of H.L. Faulkner - for alleged fraud in 
securing certificate - Morton on Biblio. 

-17- 
Worked on Faulkner Naturalization matter - 
studying the law of the matter. 
Morton on Biblio. 
Got off a good letter to Debbie. 

-18th - 
Sunday.  Mail in from the south and I received two 
letters that gave me pleasure.  The first one is from 
Debbie saying she is getting better, and is able to 
be up and out in the sun much of her time! 
The second is from the Oxford University 

Diary 36, 1926 
April 18 

18 
Press, Am. Branch, asking about my Biblio., as 
follows. 

New York, April 8, 1926  
Hon. James Wickersham, Juneau, Alaska. 
Dear Judge Wickersham:  We have learned from 
Mr. Karl Theile that you are preparing a 
bibliography of Alaska, and that you are thinking of 
publishing it in the near future.  We are greatly 
interested in Alaska, and will in a few days issue 
Mr. Rossman’s book Black Sunlight, a story of life 
and adventure in the Arctic regions.  We should 
like to see your manuscript with a view to its 
publication, and, if it falls within our publishing 
plans, as we believe it will, we can doubtless arrive 
at a satisfactory arrangement for its 

Diary 36, 1926 
April 18 

18 
publication.   
All success to the brave men who are present 
adventuring in the far north: we are watching their 
efforts with deep interest. 

Very truly yours, 
Oxford University Press 

American Branch,  
W.W. McIntosh, 

Vice Pres. 
That sounds good to me!  We are getting along 
with the work of completing it very well, and will 
have it ready for him within a month - as I shall 
write him. 
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Karl has told me two or three times that he had a 
long talk with Mr. McIntosh when he was east two 
or three months about the Biblio, and assured me I 
would receive an inquiry but I doubted it - and here 
it is! 

Diary 36, 1926 
April 19-21 

-19th – 
Same as usual in office. 

-20th – 
Same as yesterday & I am working on Faulkner, 
Naturalization, Morton on Biblio. 
Am reading Gov. Bones new book, just out – 
“Cheechakos & Sourdoughs.” 

-21st - 
Same in office as yesterday. 
Wrote letter to Debbie suggesting that she accept 
my sister Jens invitation and go up to Enumclaw 
for the summer.  She is slowly getting stronger, but 
very slowly.  Talked with Shoup today about the 
Faulkner naturalization - he is a Faulkner partisan. 

Diary 36, 1926 
April 22 

-22nd - 
Same as yesterday.  Morton today added the 
number of the last item in the Pub. Doc. list - No 
10,380, and finished the last Index Card.  I am now 
ready to complete the Introduction, while Morton 
types the Index. 
Wrote to the Oxford University Press, American 
Branch, yesterday telling Mr. McIntosh, Vice Pres. I 
would send him the Ms. in about a month! 
My, that sounds sudden - after having the job on 
my desk for seventeen years!  It will be a day of 
relief and pleasure when I see it in type - if I ever 
do! 

Diary 36, 1926 
April 23-24 

-23rd – 
Same as yesterday - nothing new. 
Employed to defend Joe Williams, an Indian for 
Assault with to Murder charge over him - at that the 
other fellow is the party & all Joe is guilty of-is 
being in bad company - & drunk. 

-24th - 
For some time past John E. Meals, the present 
Editor of the “Pathfinder” has been in and around 
S.E. Alaska, working a scheme to establish a new 
periodical, and has asked me to become 
associated with him & others in it.  Today we 
signed a promoters agreement - Meals and I and 
Albert S. Brown, & Brown & I will also take 

Diary 36, 1926 
April 24 

24 
$200. each, cash interest.  Troy and Bernard, of 
the Empire, will also take an interest, they do the 
printing.  I am to furnish editorial - rather 
descriptive articles - historical , etc.  Meals will be 
manager and editor, while Brown will gather money 
& look after finances. The plan is to publish the 
“Alaska” - a magazine, somewhat after the general 
style of the “National Geographic.”  It is a gamble - 
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more on the men who go to the management than 
anything else - for there is a great deal of 
sentiment in the United States about Alaska and a 
good magazine can be made to “go” almost 
everywhere if proper publicity is used. 

Diary 36, 1926 
April 25-27 

-25th – 
Walk to Cape Horn in the Basin. 
Dinner with Meals & some ladies - picture show. 
Read Gov. Bones “Chechakos & Sourdoughs” - 
rather dreary. 

-26th – 
In office as usual.  Answering correspondence. 
Rainy - sloppy - but warm. 

-27th - 
In office as usual.  Paid to Albert S. Brown $100.00 
on act, stock in the Alaska Publications, Inc. - a 
scheme of John E. Meals & Brown to start a new 
magazine to be called “Alaska.” 
Primary Election Day - I voted for Sutherland.  
Looks tonight that Sutherland wins easily & all his 
friends. 

Diary 36, 1926 
April 28- 
May 2 

-28.- 
Sutherland carried the primaries by a big vote - & 
will undoubtedly be elected in the same way.  Paul 
& his ticket also went over by the usual vote -even 
Steel won - with ticket. 

-29th – 
Same as yesterday, in the office. 

-30th – 
I am now engaged on furnishing my Introduction to 
Bibliography, while Morton is working on the Index. 

-May 1st- 
Same work as yesterday. 

-May 2nd - 
A rainy Sunday. 
Wrote part of Introduction. 
Had Mifs Elliott, daughter of my friend Henry W. 
Elliott, to dinner at the Gastineau & then spent the 
evening with her at Father Kashaverov’s talking 
with him & family about old days, Indians, etc. 

Diary 36, 1926 
May 3-4 

-3rd – 
Working in office as usual. 
I on Intro. to Biblio. & Morton on law work and 
tonight on Biblio. Index. 

-4th - 
Recd. a good letter from Debbie today - she is 
gaining, and I am so happy about it.  Same as 
usual in office.  I am almost finished writing the 
Intro. to my Biblio. and Harry will finish typing the 
Index tomorrow, after which we mast read proof on 
it.  He will then type in the Introduction, and the list 
of Abbreviations.  We will get if off to the Oxford 
Press, Am. Branch, 33rd St. New York next week - 
wont that be a relief - after 17 years work on its 
preparation? 
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Diary 36, 1926 
May 5 

-5th - 
Harry F. Morton, my law clerk, tells me today that 
he will quit me on the 18th and go to Seward to 
work for L.V. Ray, with a chance for a partnership 
soon.  He would go sooner but will stay until I get 
the Biblio finished - which he can easily do in that 
time.  He is every competent man - a fine clerk and 
an excellent aid to the work I am doing on the 
Biblio.  I am sorry to lose him, but as I cannot 
afford to pay him as much as he is worth I am 
pleased to see him go to a better chance.  He 
finished typing the Index for the Biblio. today. 

Diary 36, 1926 
May 6-8 

-6th – 
Working on my last pages of Introduction - am now 
thinking of changing its Title to something like 
“Historical Sketch of the Development of Alaskan 
Literature.”  Morton finished typing the “List of 
Abbreviations,” and is now reading my Introductory 
matter with Wm G. Steel for criticism & suggestions. 

-7th – 
Same as yesterday. 

-8th - 
I have this day completed work on the Introduction 
to my Bibliography and I am entirely satisfied with 
the result - though I am now interested to know 
how it will, or will 

Diary 36, 1926 
May 8-9 

8 
not, please the Oxford Press. 
I have attempted in the Introduction which I have 
entitled: “Outlines of History of Alaskan Literature,” 
to give an outline of the historical conditions which 
brought about the writing of books about Russian 
America-Alaska, and have named, by number in 
the Biblio. certain books typical of the best issued 
in the several periods of the History of the country. 

-9th - 
Re-read & corrected Ms. of Introduction today - 
Climbed Mt. Roberts - to the timber line & 
registration box - 2 hours up - 45 minutes down. 

Diary 36, 1926 
May 10-11 

-10th – 
Reading proof on Index - to Biblio.  My, but I am 
sore today from my trip up Mt. Roberts yesterday. 

-11th - 
Finished reading Index, and we are now arranging 
matter - Harry is copying 3 or four pages which 
have many corrected by pasted riders - and 
tomorrow we will have it done.  I think Morton is 
even more pleased to have it finished than I am. 
I mention him very nicely in my 
“Acknowledgements” which adds to his pleasure - 
along with Morrison, Elliott, Jeffrey & Geoghegan. 

Diary 36, 1926 
May 12 

-12th - 
Completed the work on my Ms. of the Bibliography 
of Alaska today, and forwarded it by Express to the 
Oxford Press, American Branch, #35 West 32nd 
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Street, New York, with special reference to W.W. 
McIntosh, Vice President, who wrote to me asking 
for inspection of the Ms.  We are very happy to get 
it off to so good a publisher and hope that concern 
will take up the work of publication.  Its a relief - 
after Seventeen years, - to have it finished, - it will 
be published some day - anyway - sure! 

Diary 36, 1926 
May 13-15 

-13th – 
Answering correspondence and will now take up 
business matters & prepare for the term of court to 
begin here on May 26th. 

-14th – 
Busy at work with Morton going over my sadly 
neglected law matters so that I may have a clear 
path when he leaves me Saturday evening. 

-15th - 
Finished organization papers of the Alaska 
Magazine, Incorporated today. 
The boys are quite enthusiastic about it & I hope it 
will be entirely successful. 
Harry F. Morton quit today & will go to Seward on 
Tuesday. 

Diary 36, 1926 
May 16-18 

-16th – 
A beautiful Sunday.  Went out riding with Locke 
McKinnon to the glacier & the new bridge being 
built across Mendenhall river below the glacier. 
Had Lockie to dinner. 

-17th – 
Have finished my Statement of Facts & Brief on the 
law of the case in the matter of the Naturalization 
of Herbert L. Faulkner, and sent it with letter to the 
Bureau, and one to Dan, to Delegate Sutherland, 
with a request to file it, etc. 

-18th - 
Working on law cases getting ready for term of 
Court beginning on the 24th.  The new U.S. 
Marshal 

Diary 36, 1926 
May 18-19 

18 
Al. White got in yesterday, and, of course, is much 
sought after - by job hunters.  Rumors in tonights 
paper of row in the Senate over confirmations - we 
do not know what its all about yet & will look for 
tomorrows paper with some interest. 

-19th - 
White was in today & says Shoup told him the fight 
in the U.S. Senate was over his (Whites) 
confirmation - that he has a private telegram to that 
effect.  White is straight for Sutherland & I hope he 
will be confirmed as it would stabilize political 
conditions in this division very much.  Later, 

Diary 36, 1926 
May 19-21 

19 
Marshal White came in after dinner to tell me he 
has just received telegram from Senator Gooding 
saying he had been confirmed today! Bully! 
The evening paper says that Reed & Ritchie & 
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Shoup’s names are sent back to the Department of 
Justice & that Clegg was confirmed!  That may 
mean that Reed, Ritchie & Shoup, have been 
turned down by the Senate!  Anyway they are not 
certain of office! 

-20th – 
Working on law cases for next court term. 

-21st - 
Doing housework - house cleaning - in the office.  
Getting ready for court, also. 

Diary 36, 1926 
May 21-22 

21st – continued – 
Wrote a letter of thanks to Frank L. Ashton, Seattle, 
who sent me a copy of “The Alaska Free Press,” a 
rare old newspaper No 1. Vol. 4, of Jany. 25, 1890.  
I have one other copy - No 10. Vol. 3, of March 30, 
1889 - which the men engaged in tearing down an 
old house in Juneau found 2 months ago, and gave 
to Loss Bernard, of the Empire - he gave it to me. 
Frank Howard, now a resident of Tanana, was the 
editor. 

-22nd - 
Nothing in court today, except in the Probate Court 
in the Cobb Estate. 
Am writing a letter to the Am. Museum of Nat. Hist. 
New York, inquiring if I can get cuts of Mammoth, 
etc. to illustrate an article for the “Alaska.” 

Diary 36, 1926 
May 23 

-23rd - 
Sunday: Recd. letter from Dan Sutherland today 
saying he has given Dr. Ales Hedlicka, 
anthropologist, a letter of introduction to me & that 
he is coming to Alaska to study the evidences of 
Ancient man, etc.  Have spent the day with Mr. 
Meals considering articles for the Alaska Magazine 
- I am to write one each month for a year.  My last 
letter from Debbie today & I am greatly relieved to 
find she is slowly recovering her strength & her 
mental condition - which improves with her health.  
She likes her new nurse very much. 

Diary 36, 1926 
May 24-26 

-24th – 
At work on law matters for court. 
Answering correspondence, etc. 
Had dinner with Lockie McKinnon, - baked beans - 
by Lockie. 

-25th – 
Getting ready for court - and answering 
correspondence.  It is much slower work than when 
I had Morton to assist me.  He was a quick & 
intelligent assistant - and I miss him greatly. 

-26th - 
Court convened today.  Nothing done but draw 
Grand Jury.  Cloudy & wife from Sulzer P.O. here 
in contest case in which I and Boyle are assisting 
them. J ones case set for Friday. 
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Diary 36, 1926 
May 27-30 

-27- 
Preparing Answer & affidavits for Cloudy & wife in 
contested Hd. case of Walters v Cloudy.  Engaged 
Grover Winn to assist in defense of Jones in U.S. v 
Jones, Assault & Battery. 

-28th – 
Trial U.S. v Tom. Jones, bad case - Jury hung till 
late & then – “guilty.” 

-29th – 
Working in office as usual.  Call of docket - argued 
Bankruptcy case. 
Wrote good letter to Debbie. 

-30th – 
Sunday.  Decoration Day. 
Exercises as usual - & worked in office studying a 
law question. # Branscome, a friend and associate, 
probably Dept. 

Diary 36, 1926 
May 30 

30 
Justice official, came to see me today & told they 
intended to reappoint Wm Garsten, office Deputy 
Marshal.  I told him that Shoup told me that Dr. 
Borland had protested, some weeks before White 
was confirmed, against Garsten’s appointment, 
and threatened to prevent Whites confirmation, 
through Senator Robinson, of Arkansas, and that 
White had determined to appoint him because of 
Borlands threats, etc. and Branscome said that 
was a fact.  I feel greatly embarrassed by reason of 
this disclosure, which White ought to have made to 
me directly - I dont care a damn who White 
appoints - but I do resent being made to appear 

Diary 36, 1926 
May 30-31 

30 
as a friend and supporter of Borlands, who is the 
head of the “bootleggers” ring in Juneau, with 
whom I have no sympathy or connection! 

-31st - 
Wrote and posted in mail this letter addressed to 
Albert White, U.S. Marshal: 
“My dear sir: I will be better satisfied if I withdraw 
my objections to and my recommendation for 
persons who are seeking and secure appointments 
in your service as deputies.  There were some 
facts which I did not know when I last talked to you 
about these matters, and, then, it is of so little 
consequence to me that I do not care, in view of 
these facts either to embarrass you or to assume 
any responsibility myself concerning such 

Diary 36, 1926 
May 31- 
June 1 

31 
appointments, so please consider this a withdrawal 
of my one or two slight recommendations for and 
also my objections to other persons who are 
applicants for such appointments. 

Sincerely yours, 
James Wickersham 

The only person I recommended by letter was Wm 
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Eddy, and by conference: Elmer Reed, Althouse, 
Sherman & Tom. White. 

-June 1st 1926. 
Forest Service officials refuse to extend time for 
Dougherty in Pulp and Paper project - after he has 
worked for five years and spent $25,000.00. 

Diary 36, 1926 
June 1 

1 
Sent him night-letter telegram giving him their 
refusal.  Too damned bad.  Judge Reed sentenced 
Tom. Jones for 90 days - which was about right - 
for being a fool. 
Dinner with Ed. Sherman, Deputy U.S. Marshal - 
Al. White was sworn in as U.S. Marshal today - 
reappointed Ed. at my request - Al came to see me 
about letter of yesterday.  I told him it was written 
because of my wish to be free of any thought of 
supporting Garsten - or embarrassing him in the 
matter.  He assured me Garstens appointment was 
only temporary - until he could get a man 
competent to take his place! 

Diary 36, 1926 
June 2 

-2nd - 
Dr. Ales Hedlicka curator of Physical Anthropology 
in the National Museum, of Washington, D.C. came 
to Juneau, last night on the “Princess Mary,” and to 
my hotel.  Met him at breakfast - also my friend 
Edwd. Allen, from Seattle.  We went with him to 
see Sec. Karl Theile, & then to the Governor’s 
office - the Governor left Juneau, last night on the 
SS. “Yukon”, for Seward, via Fairbanks, to Nome! 
Dr. H. will deliver a lecture this week here in 
Juneau - a free public lecture & then go - alone - 
down the Yukon to the Nome country - seeking for 
remains of primitive man in the Central Plateau. 

Diary 36, 1926 
June 3-4 

-3rd – 
Working in office. 
Had dinner with Dr. Hedlicka - for him last night 
and also invited Mr. Edw. Allen & John J. Meals. 
We then also spent the evening talking. 

-4th - 
Worked in office all day.  Recd. telegram from 
Hutton, McNear & Dougherty, S.F. Pulp & Paper 
promoters in Thomas Bay, Alaska, saying to draw 
down & send them $9,800.00 deposit with Forest 
Service: Latter could only draw check payable to 
drawer - & I cannot sign for want of formal Power 
of Atty - so telegraphed H. McN. & D. and asked 
for further instructions.  I am sorry for Dougherty’s 
failure in this great project.  Attended Dr. Hedlicka’s 
fine lecture on Primitive man at Elks Hall.  Good 
audience: Lecture on general lines. 

Diary 36, 1926 
June 5 

-5th – 
Busy day in office.  Sold a boat at auction etc. etc.  
Am invited to attend a dinner to Dr. Hedlicka given 
by Father & Mrs. Kashaveroff - Monday evening.  
The Father is greatly elated at the kind things Dr. 
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H. has said about him & his Museum - He has 
grown younger. 

-6th - 
Sunday - Letter from Debbie - she is at Altadena, 
Cal., 1086 E. Mariposa St. a very pleasant and 
comfortable place.  Darrell & Jane have been to 
see her - last week. Jen and Helen are in L.A. yet, 
but will go home to Enumclaw about July 1st.  Took 
a walk and read the magazines. 

Diary 36, 1926 
June 7-8 

-7th – 
Busy in office as usual. 
Dinner with Father & Mrs. Kashaveroff, in honor of 
Dr. Ales Hedlicka, Curator of Physical 
Anthropology, U.S. Nat. Museum etc.  Also present 
B.M. Behrends, Guy McNaughton, Carl Theile, and 
the family.  Spent an hour or two talking about the 
Dr’s studies - and Alaska. 

-8th - 
Dr. Hedlicka sailed for Seward today, en route to 
the Yukon River.  I gave him letters to Father 
Jetter, R.H. Geoghegan, and Joe. Anicich, the 
latter at Tanana - who may be able to assist him 
with boat, crew, and advice about Indian camps. 

Diary 36, 1926 
June 9-10 

-9th – 
Same as usual in the office. 

-10th - 
In court part of the day - busy in office. 
Steel, Rustgard, Wolland and I met in my office, 
formed the Coolidge Republican Club, elected 
Wolland, Pres., Cash Cole, Sec.  Passed a strong 
Resolution and directed the President to telegraph 
it to the President, Coolidge, protesting against 
appointment of “carpet baggers” to office in Alaska.  
The Club will be enlarged Steel and Rustgard are 
to prepare a “Platform” for Legislative Candidates 
in First Div. and have it ready when Sutherland 
arrives - & try to get it extended to all Divisions. 

Diary 36, 1926 
June 11-13 

-11th – 
Prepared Findings etc. in Moran v Moran.  
Answering correspondence, etc. 

-12th – 
Same as yesterday. 
Had lunch with Meals and his Russian language 
teacher. 

-13th - 
Sunday.  Wrote to Debbie and also to Darrell & 
Jane. 
The “Rogers” in & Mr. Andrew J. Lewis, came to 
the office to call.  He was the first Clerk of Court - 
in 1884 - in Alaska.  He and his wife whom he 
married in Sitka 40 years ago - are making the 
round trip to see the country once more.  He called 
on Father Kashaveroff, & Mr. Behrends.  He lives 
in Portland, Or. 
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Diary 36, 1926 
June 14 

-14th – 
In court most of the day - listening to proceedings 
and hoping to get some matters of my own settled.  
Little done. Beautiful weather. 
Recd. copies of two Notices of Location of Placer 
Claims on Birch Creek, Circle - located for me by 
Bill Cheeseman - I think old Bill is “working” me for 
some cash! 
Took lunch today with Mifs Nadene Elliott, Miss 
Larson, Rev. & Mrs. Kashaveroff - also wrote 
letters of introduction for Mifs Elliott to Mrs. Clegg & 
Mrs. Hess, at Fairbanks - where Mifs E & Miss L. 
are going soon.  Mifs Elliott is the daughter of my 
old friend Henry W. Elliott, of Washington D.C. 

Diary 36, 1926 
June 15-16 

-15th – 
Working in office as usual - letters. 

-16th - 
Recd. a letter from my dear Sister Jen, telling me 
that Helen had married, a month before she knew 
it, to a man 14 years older than Helen, a widower 
with a son 13 years old, a Catholic - and with no 
money!  I wrote her a long letter today telling her to 
be quiet - say nothing, and think it over carefully.  
She can do nothing, anyway, now, but I urged her 
to wait and be patient - he may be much better 
than some flapperist young dude.  I will go to see 
her in a month - and I think Helen has some good 
sense & may be its all right.  (over) 

Diary 36, 1926 
June 16 

-16th continued. 
Helen is a bright & independent girl & I’ll bet ten 
cents her judgment is as good as Jen’s - and may 
be better.  I intend to stand by Helen!  but with Jen, 
so as to prevent disaster. 
Signed a note for the McKinnon’s today, as surety, 
for $1250.00 due in one year, to help them finish 
their Apt. House.  Some one had to do it - and I did 
it.  Stabler signed one of the same sum, with the 
McKinnon’s - but a different note, - both at 
Behrends bank. They got the $2500. needed & will 
finish their house - but Lord, its been a loaded 
wagon & a steep hill! 

Diary 36, 1926 
June 16-18 

-16th - cont. 
Some days ago I received letter from the Oxford 
Press saying they had recd. my Ms. Biblio. Alaska, 
and would have it examined carefully at once & 
determine whether they would publish it.  I also 
wrote to Mr. Wilberforce Eames, Lib. N.Y. City 
Library, to go into their office & examine it - he may 
& he may not! - He did! (added later by 
Wickersham). 

-17- 
Working in the office as usual. 

-18- 
Same as yesterday - summer weather. 
I Have written to the Canadian Geo. Sur. for some 
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of Dr. Davidson’s Geo. survey reports on Glacial 
Conditions in B. C. & Yukon Territory. 

Diary 36, 1926 
June 19 

-19th - 
Received a letter from the Oxford press this 
afternoon praising my Biblio. Ms. highly - but 
refusing to publish it!!  The cost is prohibitive they 
say. 
I am profoundly disappointed - But I assumed the 
Press cannot afford to publish it no other publisher 
can - so I suppose all my work is lost - except as I 
have gained by it.  They give special praise to my 
Introduction - which gives me some comfort - They 
say Mr.  Wilberforce Eames came and examined it 
- & said some nice things about it - but joins in this 
judgment. 

Diary 36, 1926 
June 20-22 

-20th – 
Sunday – and a beautiful sunny day. 
Took a good walk up Silver Bow basin, and rewrote 
a chapter on “Alaska: The Land of Glaciers,” for 
Meals new Magazine. 

-21st- 
Attended court this forenoon to listen to Roden’s 
presentation of the case of U.S. v Williams - 
Evidence too strong & jury found defendant - a 
young Indian boy, guilty.  Too much whisky. 

-22nd - 
Recd. nice letter from Wilberforce Eames, 
bibliographer, N. Y. City Library, giving me the 
facts about his inspection of my biblio. at Oxford 
Press office, New York.  He compliments me upon 
the Ms. 

Diary 36, 1926 
June 23-25 

-23rd – 
Busy in the office.  Some new business coming in - 
but some of it is, also, criminal business & I very 
much dislike that kind. 
Wrote Debbie a letter. She has had another slight 
attack of her bowel trouble, but not so serious & 
feels quite encouraged, but is not willing to come 
home yet. 

-24th – 
Working in office as usual. 

-25- 
Same as yesterday.  I have just finished rewriting a 
chapter on “Alaska - The Land of Glaciers.” - for 
the newly mentioned – “Alaska” magazine. 

Diary 36, 1926 
June 26-27 

-26- 
Working in office as usual. 

-27th - 
Sunday - Dinner with Meals & Bischoff - was 
amused at the way these two young students 
sparred at each other - both are fine fellows - but 
M- seemed to think B. a young greenhorn & B. 
seemed to wish to impress M. with his wide 
reading & full knowledge of scientific matters - 
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especially geology & photography. 
Recd. cards from Jen. announcing marriage of 
Helen & George Edward McGovern, - she must 
have relented - anyway I wrote Helen a nice letter 
of congratulation, etc.  Also wrote to Debbie sent 
her copy of my letter to Helen & letter of John 
Frame, about politics to his constituents!  She’ll 
enjoy it. 

Diary 36, 1926 
June 28-30 

-28th – 
In office as usual. 
The court is busy these days with small criminal 
case - I an impatiently waiting to try several civil 
cases, but it seems the petty police cases come in 
as fast as the court can try them. 

-29th – 
Same as usual – in office. 

-30th - 
Correspondence - Letter to Oxford Press 25 W 32 
St. N.Y. asking for information about cost of 
publication of Ms. Biblio – for I wish to secure its 
pub. by this House, even if I am obliged to put up 
something in the way of a subsidy. 

Diary 36, 1926 
July 1 

July 1st 1926. 
[clipping] 

PIONEER OF  
ALASKA DIES 

Ed S. Orr Passes Away at 
Chehalis-Was Candi- 

date for Delegate. 
SEATTLE, July 1. - Ed. S. Orr, pioneer of Alaska 

and candidate for Delegate to Congress in 1910, 
former Mayor of Tacoma and for a dozen years a 
resident of Chehalis, Wash., died at his home last 
Tuesday, aged 72 years.  Ed. Orr came to Alaska 
in 1898 and operated a tramway across Chilkoot 
Pass for T.B. and Hugh C. Wallace, Tacoma 
capitalists, until the completion of the railroad from 
Skagway to Lake Bennett, when he went to 
Dawson and was engaged in the transportation 
business between Dawson and the nearby creeks.  
From Dawson he went to Fairbanks and operated 
the first mail stage line between Fairbanks and 
Valdez.  He was the Republican candidate for 
Delegate to Congress in 1910, but was defeated by 
Judge James Wickersham, Independent. 

Shortly after the election in 1910, Orr went south 
on account of his health and located in Lewis 
County, Wash., where he has since resided.  

He was a member of the Masonic Lodge at 
Dawson. 
 
About 1893 Orr was elected Mayor of Tacoma, & 
appointed me his City Attorney.  I brought the 
important “Million Dollar Suit,” against the Tac. 
Light & Water Co. for frauds in sale of the Light & 
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water plants to the city.  The interests made so 
great a contest, both in the courts & in the 
newspapers that Orr refused to reappoint me - on 
his re-election & appointed Jack Shackleford. 

Diary 36, 1926 
July 1 

July 1 – continued. 
[clipping continued] 
About 1893 Orr was elected Mayor of Tacoma, & 
appointed me his City Attorney.  I brought the 
important “Million Dollar Suit,” against the Tac. 
Light & Water Co. for frauds in sale of the Light & 
water plants to the city.  The interests made so 
great a contest, both in the courts & in the 
newspapers that Orr refused to reappoint me - on 
his re-election & appointed Jack Shackleford. 
 
A contest unseated Orr - & Shackleford, & the new 
Mayor City Atty. employed me, as special counsel, 
to continue the suit.  I secured a judgment for the 
City in the sum of $787,500!  A new Mayor & City 
Council insisted on a compromise & the city 
received the Electric Light plant, and $100,000, 
paid my fee of $25,000, & the Co. was allowed to 
escape.   
Orr came to Dawson & then to Fairbanks, & 
engaged in running a stage line.  In 1910 he was 
put up by L.P. Shackleford, the Commercial Co’s, 
the Guggenheim - Morgan Copper interests, etc. 
with a great Campaign fund - for Delegate, but I 
won out by a good big majority. 

Diary 36, 1926 
July 1 

July 1 – continued. 
Mrs. LeFever, the mother of my friend Judge 
LeFevre, was buried today.  I was one of the pall 
bearers. 
Our old friends, the Olds, from Tacoma, passed 
through today on the SS “Yukon.”  I went down to 
see them - but only saw Mave, their daughter. 
They lived just across the street from as on “C” St. 
for years, & were our very dear friends, & good 
neighbors.  Their daughters were specially good to 
Howard, our youngest son, - whom they loved as 
dearly as if he had been their brother.  I always 
hoped Mave would be my son’s - Darrell’s wife - 
but he chose another good woman instead. 

Diary 36, 1926 
July 2 

-July 2nd .- 
A Mr. Miller, an oil expert here in the employ of one 
of the big oil Co’s, left Juneau today for a careful 
inspection of parts of Admiralty Island – Young’s 
bay, & from Kootznahoo Inlet to Tyee, at the south 
end of the Island, and about Saginaw bay on Kuiu 
Is. & other points suggested to him by me - to 
search for oil.  He said if he found indications he 
would advise his Co. first, but would then advise 
them of my assistance to him & suggest that I be 
given consideration in locations & business 
arrangements.  I loaned him my Juneau Gold Belt, 
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geological pub. doc. etc. & advised him about the 
coal at the Harkrader Mine which I own, Indian 
stories - etc. 

Diary 36, 1926 
July 3-4 

-3d- 
In court forenoon - Busy in office. 
John Rustgard, Atty. Genl. returned home from 
Seattle on evening boat - bringing a new wife with 
him.  Sutherland telegraphed Will Steel that he will 
sail from Seattle on the 10th for Alaska - via 
Juneau, to open his campaign.  Tom Marquam, the 
Demo - Ind. candidate is now in Ketchikan, 
consorting with the enemy - with Dan’s enemies. 

Fourth of July, 1926. 
A beautiful sunny Sunday - and the boys busy with 
crackers & other noises.  Wrote a nice long letter to 
Debbie who says in her last letter - recd yesterday 
- that she is getting better - but very slowly. 

Diary 36, 1926 
July 5-6 

-5th – 
The 5th but celebrated as the Fourth.  Fine day - 
games, & much noise. 
Studied the Bankruptcy case of Dobbins. 
Ball in evening - but I did not attend. 

-6th - 
Assisted Nick Bloom of Fairbanks & Charles Wehe, 
of Hope, to get Pioneer pensions last week & this 
morning they are back trying to get money enough 
to buy a SS. ticket to Seward.  Sent Bloom to 
Judge Reed, who has the indigent fund.  Wehe 
lived at Nome & gives me a graphic story of the 
Hope Ibex!! 
Says he saw a head in Hope a year ago - & will try 
to find one for me. 

Diary 36, 1926 
July 7 

-7th - 
Made grub stake agreement with Charles Wehe, of 
Hope, that he will go to Knik river and locate 
copper claims - I gave him $10.00 to help him go 
home, and am to furnish $40.00 more for grub for 
his Knik Prospecting.  He will locate claims for me - 
tells me he examined it some years ago and many 
copper showings, also gold etc.  A chance! 
Today I received from the Forest Service the check 
for $9784.40 refund to the Hutton, McNear & 
Dougherty, S.F. for deposit of $10,000. on timber 
contract Thomas Bay pulp & paper project, and 
forwarded same to E. Mc.N & D.N.O.B. with letter - 
registered mail. 

Diary 36, 1926 
July 8-9 

-8- 
Working in office on a brief in Bowersox, Trustee in 
Bankruptcy v Behrends Bank, an interesting case.  
I have just received a letter from Tacoma Attorneys 
informing me my sister Nan wished them to bring 
suit against me to recover several (number not 
stated) thousand dollars for breach of a contract to 
pay her for coming to Valdes in 1904 to protect me 
from charges filed against me as a judge, etc.  
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Poor Nan, she is going crazy. 
-9th - 

Working on Brief in Bankruptcy case of Bowersox v 
Bank. 

Diary 36, 1926 
July 10 

-10th – 
[clipping] 
ALASKA DAILY EMPIRE, SATURDAY, JULY 10, 

1926. 
DEMOCRAT GETS  
OUT OF ALASKA  
DELEGATE RACE 

Lack of Local Organizations 
Everywhere “Makes Suc- 

cess Impossible.” 
ISSUES OF PARTY ARE  

CAPABLY TAKEN CARE OF 
Believes Withdrawal Will 

Pave Way for United 
Effort and Success 

Frank A. Boyle, of this city, Democratic nominee 
for Delegate to Congress, today announced his 
withdrawal from the race. His action followed a 
conference with T.J. Donohoe, Territorial National 
Committeeman for the party, who was in touch with 
organization leaders all over the Territory, and local 
party men. 

Coincident with the announcement of his 
withdrawal there was also made public a letter from 
Mr. Boyle to Mr. Donohoe, under date of June 30, 
last, in which the former sets up the reasons for his 
action.  By stepping out of the race, the contest for 
the delegateship becomes a two man fight 
between T.A. Marquam, Fairbanks, Independent 
candidate, and the present incumbent of the office.  

Text of Letter 
Mr. Boyle’s letter to Mr. Donohoe follows in full: 

Diary 36, 1926 
July 10 

10 
[clipping continued] 

“Juneau, June 30, 1926. 
“Hon. Thomas J Donohoe 
“Democratic National Committeeman 
“Cordova, Alaska 
“Dear Sir: 

“After serious consideration of all the political 
conditions in Alaska I have concluded to withdraw 
from the contest for Delegate to Congress as the 
Democratic nominee, for reasons as follows: 

“(1) When I filed my declaration of candidacy I 
naturally supposed that there would be a 
Democratic Legislative ticket in each of the four 
Judicial Divisions of the Territory.  Instead of that 
we find that in only the Third Division is there a 
complete Democratic ticket.  The Democrats in the 
First, Second and Fourth Divisions elected to join 
the independent movements, based upon local and 
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Territorial issues rather than along National party 
lines.  The effect of this situation, if I should remain 
a candidate, would be that in three of the four 
Divisions I would be the only Democratic nominee 
in the field and would have to make a campaign 
without local organizations behind me, which, in my 
opinion, would make success impossible. 

“(2) In the First and Fourth Divisions the 
Democrats and others who generally supported my 
candidacy for Delegate to Congress in 1924 have 
united in bringing out straight independent 
legislative tickets, and have openly endorsed the 
independent candidacy of Thomas A. Marquam for 
Delegate to Congress.  Under the general 
circumstances I could not hope for general support 
from those Divisions, or even the normal 
Democratic vote. 

Betrays No Trust 
“(3) The fact that the Democrats in most of the 

Territory have joined independent movements 
which have endorsed the candidacy of Mr. 
Marquam creates a situation where the forces that 
usually cooperate in Alaska public matter would be 
divided and weakened if I should remain in the field 
as a candidate. 

“Under all the circumstances, therefore, I feel 
that I am betraying no trust by withdrawing, for the 
issues for which the Democrats of Alaska stand are 
in capable hands.  I cannot escape the conviction 
that my withdrawal will lay the foundation for 
unification of effort and make success for the 
issues Democrats generally favor more certain. 

“Sincerely yours, 
“FRANK A. BOYLE.” 

Brings Donohoe Here 
On the receipt of this letter, Mr. Donohoe came 

to Juneau as soon as possible.  He talked over the 
matter with the party nominee, local members of 
the Territorial Committee and other party men.  In a 
statement made last night, following Mr. Boyle’s 
announcement, Mr. Donohoe said: 

“Upon receiving Mr. Boyle’s letter I immediately 
got into communication by wire with leading 
Democrats in all parts of the Territory, informing 
them of Mr. Boyle’s decision to withdraw and his 
reasons for his action.  The replies I received, with 
two exceptions, unanimously approved Mr. Boyle’s 
decision. 

“Under all the circumstances, and for the reasons 
set forth in Mr. Boyle’s letter, I believe his action in 
withdrawing is justifiable and wise.” 

 
The Democrats - Troy - Donohoe et. al. & the 
cannery companies, have concluded they could 
beat Dan with a Democrat so they have sought to 
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divide the Republicans & swing the Democratic 
votes 

Diary 36, 1926 
July 10 

10 
to an alleged Independent Republican. 
However, at the spring primary they were unable to 
control their own people and G.A. Adams, of 
Nome, announced his candidacy subject to the 
primary vote, for Democratic candidate for 
Delegate.  Troy, Donohoe, et. al. then trotted Boyle 
out - and with him they beat Adams, - and now, 
after it is too late to put up a Democratic candidate 
- they pull Boyle off - so as to give Tom Marquam a 
clear field - and they hope to vote the Democrats & 
the disgruntled Marquam Republicans for 
Marquam & thus defeat Dan!  Its a shameless 
betrayal of their 

Diary 36, 1926 
July 10-11 

10 
party - and many Democrats will vote for 
Sutherland, who will beat Marquam by a good 
majority.  In the meantime the Cannery Companies 
who cannot control Dan, - will put up the corruption 
funds. 

-11th - 
SS. Rogers in port with Presbyterian tourist 
excursion - Dr. S. Hall Young in charge. 
Wrote a letter to Galbraith & Gardiner, Attorneys, 
Tacoma, in answer to letter from them saying they 
were employed by my sister Nan to bring a suit 
against me! 
Told them I did not owe her a cent & that I would 
be in Tacoma in first week in August & would talk 
to them then about the matter. 

Diary 36, 1926 
July 12-13 

-12- 
Working in office as usual. 

-13th - 
I am very greatly surprised today to have Valentine 
present me with a bill for $1303.80 for sums which 
he claims to have paid out on my account from 
1908 to 1916, on account of campaign expenses.  
Really his claim - is for $895.00 but he also refuses 
to pay for other and later items of services 
rendered by me to him in suits, in which I was his 
attorney.  Of course I suppose he will sue me on 
this statement - for which I am very sorry.  But I 
wont be robbed. 

Diary 36, 1926 
July 14 

-14th - 
Sent Valentine this letter today: 

“July 14, 1926,” 
Emery Valentine, Esq. Juneau, Alaska. 
My dear Sir: Lee Pulver delivered your letter, 
statement, and my check drawn in your favor for 
$27.00 dated July 1, 1926, and marked “Bal. June 
1926,” to me in my office yesterday, and I have 
carefully read it all.  I quite agree with you that one 
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should be frank about such matters, and in that 
spirit I cannot avoid making an equally frank 
statement in reply to yours: 
First I deny that I owe you any sum whatever, 
except the sum of $27.00, being the balance for 
rental due you for June 1926; Second, I admit 
owing you the $27.00, and, without waiving any 
right or admitting anything else, I send you 

Diary 36, 1926 
July 14 

14 
herewith a new check, as of July 1, 1926, for 
$27.00, but omit from it the words “Bal. June 1926,” 
but without waiving my rights thereby.  Third, This 
is the first time you have ever made any claim to 
me that I owed you any sum whatever on any old 
campaign or other account; Fourth, That all 
charges I made (make) for services were for 
services actually rendered at your request, and the 
charges are very-reasonable, or both reasonable 
and based on your written contract to pay. 

“Very truly yours, 
James Wickersham.” 

 
I think, first, his old accounts are both false and 
barred by the Statute of Limitations, and, second, 
his latter matters with me are based mostly on his 
written contracts to pay! 

Diary 36, 1926 
July 14-15 

-14 continued. 
SS. Yukon in tonight with Sutherland aboard - 
going to the westward - He came up to the office 
with LeFevre - at midnight & we talked till his boat 
left at 2 a.m.  I asked him to stop off and visit here 
until the next boat westward, but he could not. 

-15th - 
O’Malley, Fish Com. & Congressman Shreves in 
port on U.S. Fisheries Bureau Yacht “Brant” - 
called but they were off to Ball game.  Working in 
office as usual.  Brown & Meals, working on 
promotion of Alaska Magazine in office - I urged 
them to consult with Troy - Bernard & Karl Theile. 

Diary 36, 1926 
July 16-17 

-16- 
Rustgard & I called on OMalley & Shreves this 
morning at dock but found they had gone out 
riding.  We left our cards!  Brown & Meals came in 
to report progress with Troy & Bernard - not so well 
with Theile. 
Working on data about “Bureaus in Alaska.” 
Congressman Shreves & OMalley called this 
afternoon - S. Favors the Alaska Railroad. 

-17- 
Working in office as usual.  Meals & Brown think 
they have succeeded in getting Troy & Bernard, of 
the Empire Printing Co. to take an interest in their 
Alaska Magazine project. 
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Diary 36, 1926 
July 18-21 

-18th – 
Sunday - a glorious summer day.  Took a walk up 
to the red Mill, in the upper Basin - filled up on 
salmon berries.  Beautiful mountain view - fine 
walk.  Wrote long letter to Debbie.  Am making 
notes for an article - or a series of chapters on 
“Government of Alaska.”  Wrote letter to Senator 
Willis for statistical data on “Government” articles. 

-19th – 
Working in office as usual. 

-20th – 
Working in office as usual. 

21st 
Same as yesterday: 
Recd $500.00 from Hatton McNear & Dougherty for 
services in Pulp & Paper project - with tailed. They 
are pleased, though, with my efforts. 

Diary 36, 1926 
July 21-22 

21st continued. 
Received a consignment of Pinasto books about 
the Aleut language, the mummy caves etc. etc. 
from Paris.  How I love good old Alaskan books. 

-22nd - 
Working in the office as usual, but specially writing 
a letter to the Atty. Genl. U.S. calling his attention 
to my former letter of Dec. 2, 1924, in relation to 
the Lynch case: The Ketchikan Indian lands 
occupied by the Ketchikan “Red Light District,” and 
urging a suit to recover the use of the Indian 
Reserved Tide Lands in Ketchikan for the use of 
Jennie Lynch and the other Indians.  I am writing 
this letter in view of the recent decision of the 
Supreme Court of the case of United States v 
Candelaria, decided 

Diary 36, 1926 
July 22 

22 
on June 1, 1926, which exactly fits the Lynch case, 
& others at that place.  I am writing this letter to the 
Atty Genl. & to Harry L. Underwood, Special Asst. 
to the Atty. Genl. who was leading counsel in the 
Candelaria case.  Nothing was done by the Dept. 
of Justice in respect to my letter of Dec. 2, 1924, 
except to write me a beautiful letter saying what 
they would do at once - but they didn’t.  May be 
they wont now - but they will the next time, for I’ll 
go stronger then. 

A Mrs. Wickersham, from Pittsburg, Pa. of the  
Wickersham School of Music, is on the “Dorothy 
Alexander,” at the wharf & I am going down to call 
on her - at her telephone request. 

Diary 36, 1926 
July 22-23 

-22d- 
Continued. 

[there follows an enclosure of a Graduation 
Concert at that school of music] 
 
Went down to the Dorothy Alexander & called on 
Mrs. Wickersham from Pittsburg - met Harry Daniel 

J:\hist_docs\wickersham\ASL-MS0107-6-36.doc 



Alaska State Library - Historical Collections, PO Box 110571, Juneau AK 99811-0571 
Diary of James Wickersham. Feb. 18, 1925 to – Aug. 24, 1926. 
MS 107 BOX 6 DIARY 36  
 

& his wife, from Portland. She is a sister of Mrs. 
Hedger, whom we met in Rampart in 1900 - & 
later.  Had a pleasant visit with them & Judge 
Rowe, of San Diego & Grand Rapids, Mich, a 
friend of Wm Alden Smith, U.S. Senator who 
assisted me in Alaskan legislation, so well. 

-23rd - 
Empire has a nasty article on the action of the 
Cham. of Com, writing a letter to the transportation 
Co’s in the matter of Bob Turner’s taxi ticket 
defense - they ask the Co’s to continue selling 
tickets etc. but the Co’s wont - I wrote the letter for 
Turner - how they do squirm! 

Diary 36, 1926 
July 24 

-24- 
In court attempting to get some of my civil cases 
set for trail - the court has just discharge the jury 
which has been trying small criminal cases for 
months - Now we may get some real business 
before the court.  Also going over my books trying 
to straighten out my accounts with Valentine - who 
is attempting to pad his accounts with old political 
campaign charges - from 1908 to 1916!  I may 
have trouble with him for I will not pay his 
campaign charges - they are spurious, false and 
very unjust and not due him under any fair and 
honest principle. 

Diary 36, 1926 
July 25-26 

-25- 
Sunday - resting & Reading. 

-26th - 
Making up act, of my rentals etc. with Valentine - 
assisted by John W. Meals, accountant. 
Gov. Sulzer of N.Y. called - he is growing old & 
wrinkled - which is not surprising considering his 
experience as Governor of New York.  We talked 
about Charley & my contests - Bill blames Juneau 
Democrats - Jennings, et. al. & so do I - for the 
Contests. 
Lockie McKinnon received telegram from Debbie - 
at Enumclaw, Washington at Jens, asking about 
me: I will answer. 
I am surprised that she is there. 

Diary 36, 1926 
July 27-28 

-27th – 
Sent Debbie a night letter last night saying I would 
leave here for Seattle about Sunday.  Have a case 
before Judge Reed on Thursday - and will then be 
ready to go.   
John W. Troy, Editor Empire, came into my office 
today & examined my Ms. Biblio. carefully - 
expressed great interest in it. 

-28th - 
Tried case of Matheson Estate v National Surety 
Co. before Judge Reed today. 
Under advisement - 2 weeks for briefs.  Hope to 
get away to Seattle tonight.  Tried to get on SS. 
Alaska tonight to go to Seattle, but it was not 
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possible to go on first boat, no accommodations - 
am already.  Boats tomorrow are full up - may have 
to wait a week. Canadian boat full. 

Diary 36, 1926 
July 29 

-29th - 
Sent Valentine two checks today - each for $50.00, 
one to pay office rent for July & the other for 
August. 
He is insisting that I owe him for what he claims he 
paid out for my campaign expenses in 1908 - 16, 
and is acting ugly - so I mark each check carefully 
to show what its given for.  Finally, got on SS. 
Rogers - & in good room with Henry Roden - who 
is also going Seattle.  Tonight we are speeding 
down past the Taku - enroute to Seattle.  Crowded 
with tourists - men on boat are kind to me & gave 
me seat at first table - at Captains table - tourists 
are numerous and inquisitive. 

Diary 36, 1926 
July 30-31 

-30th – 
At Wrangell this morning.  John G. Grant has gone 
to Mayo clinic - Rochester, Minn. sick - saw Mrs. 
Grant, her father Lynch, Benjamin & others - we 
will get to Ketchikan about 6 oclock. 
Ketchikan 6 p.m. Called on some of my friends - 
among them Senator Hunt. Talked politics with 
them.  He says Sutherland will carry Ketchikan etc. 
& The town is growing. 

-31st – 
All day in fine weather - great crowd of tourists 
from Colorado and California.  Was asked to “talk” 
- but declined.  It seems so futile to do so - they are 
more interested in reading cheap stories than in 
gazing on grand scenery. 

Diary 36, 1926 
August 1 

August 1st. 
Crossed Queen Charlotte crossing in the night - 
quiet.  Beautiful Sunday. 
Sunshine & warmth.  Seymour Narrows before 
noon - Gulf of Georgia this afternoon.  Church 
service at 11 o clock, attended. 
At dinner a regular mardi gras - Masked ball - last 
night - and caps - colored etc. for dinner - songs 
and music and pretty girls. 

Myers, cannery man of Seattle, talked to me for  
an hour about the cannery situation a asked me if I 
would represent cannery interests in Alaska if they 
could be brought to agree on the matter.  I laughed 
at him & assured him he could not 

Diary 36, 1926 
August 1 

1 
get them to agree on such a plan.  But that if I were 
so employed it would be my idea to bring the 
cannery interests & the people of Alaska into a 
better state of friendly harmony.  That the cannery 
men withdraw entirely from “politics” and treat the 
people of Alaska as of equal interest in the 
management of the fisheries - quit fighting them - 
quit putting up the money for political contests 
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against them - persuade them to look upon the 
cannery owners as friends and not as enemies - 
quit encouraging political fights - in all of which they 
the canneries - are defeated & pay not only the 
costs of the contests but such 

Diary 36, 1926 
August 1 

1 
penalties as the Territorial Legislatures then 
imposes as additional taxes etc. quit furnishing 
Robertson & Faulkner money to fight political 
battles - all of which are lost, - & cannery taxes 
increased in consequence, etc. etc.  He declared 
he sympathized with that view & his people would 
not put up any more money for that use, and that 
he intended to put the idea strongly before other 
cannerymen.  Of course, he cannot succeed in that 
sane & sensible plan etc. their foolish & fatal 
quarrel will go on - carried on by Robertson & 
Faulkner for them - to their (the canneries) great 
loss in every way. Selah! 

Diary 36, 1926 
August 2-4 

-2nd – 
Arrived in Seattle at 7 a.m.  Room at Frye Hotel - 
bath etc.  Harold and Lucille came for me - & went 
to Enumclaw.  Debbie much better - up and around 
but shows the result of her long illness.  Jen is also 
recovering from her break down - generally 
everything better than I expected. 

-3rd – 
Debbie & Jennie coaxed me to stay a day and rest; 
I am really tired after the trip on the SS. Rogers.  
Calling on my - and their friends - the relations. 

-4th - 
Back to Seattle this morning.  Sold my Dominion of 
Canada bonds – 

Diary 36, 1926 
August 4 

4 
$200000 take deposit cash of $1000. and California 
local water Co bond for $1000.  Paid taxes on 
Denny & Hoyt Atty. lots - $54.50 .  Bal. in Dexter 
Horton Nat Bk. $298.60 + $1000.00 = Had Wm Steel 
to dinner.  He and I spent the afternoon and 
evening with Judge Miller - who has been much in 
Washington, D.C. this last year, fighting Judge 
Reed & Dist Atty. Shoup - he relating the “inside” 
facts to us about the contest, & he says the Jud. 
Com, was almost unanimously against them & they 
will not be confirmed even if the Pres. shall 
reappoint them etc. etc. etc. 

Diary 36, 1926 
August 5 

-5- 
Visited Peabody - coal man, about Harkrader Coal 
mine - not interested. 
Then Pac. Coast Coal Co. interested - but see me 
next Wednesday. Went over to Tacoma - Hopping 
& Co. will have my Act. for 18 mo. ready by 
Tuesday.  Back to Seattle - bot Am. 
Commonwealth book Virginia - study sample for 
Alaska.  Dinner with Judge Chas Miler & wife, & 
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Wm Steel at “Pig n Whistle” restaurant.  Bot new 
hat etc. Cheastys.  Young Fairbanks prospector 
talked to me about copper bodies on “Hendricks & 
Belt Creek,” trib, Nenana river - advised him to go 
& locate claims - and then see me.  Telegram from 
W.T.  Deaner, from Juneau ans. saying return on 
26th etc. 

Diary 36, 1926 
August 6 

-6th - 
Working on case Moran v Moran today found deft. 
& made arrangement for Roden to call & see her. 
She had signed & forwarded papers to Juneau.  
Lunch with Edw. W. Allen & his partner Hilen, at 
the Arctic Club. Met many Alaskans this afternoon 
& evening.  Todays paper reports that George C. 
Hazlett of Cordova is dead.  Met Vic. Durand, 
pioneer violinist in Fairbanks - says he is going 
back to F. to play in new theater there. 
Got my finances - bond sale and repurchase at 
Dexter Horton Bank arranged today & statement. 

Diary 36, 1926 
August 7-8 

-7th – 
Getting some odd jobs done - law - Telegram from 
Deaner, Juneau, answered advising him to have 
Si. Hellenthal prepare corporation papers for him. 
Stage to Enumclaw - Debbie has had another 
slight attack of her trouble - but not serious. 

-8th- 
Went to Buckley with Lucille - saw Uncle Tom & 
Aunt Kate - they are well - Aunt Kate is 82 and 
doing all her housework & cooking as well as ever! 
Saw Harry - grouchy - suggested that Jen & I 
would assist him & Nan if they would stay at home 
& behave themselves.  Specific offer was: I to give 
Nan $2500 

Diary 36, 1926 
August 8-10 

8 
per month, as now - & Jen would give Harry $2500 
per month, for support - and we would pay taxes 
on the home - house & tract.  Harry is failing 
mentally.  No definite arrangement - I will go to 
Tacoma Tuesday & see what Nan. says. 

-9th – 
Back to Seattle - Turkish bath - neck rub - bad cold 
settled in neck cords! 
Invited to attend luncheon to the U.S. Director of 
Mint - tomorrow at Arctic Club - declined because 
of Tacoma trip.  Dinner tonight with Mr. & Mrs. 
Edw. W. Allen, University District - south, Lib. U. of 
W. & wife also present. 

-10th - 
Over to Tacoma this morning - Went to U. S. Int. 
Rev. office & showed them the act. prepared by 
their own expert in Juneau, from my Act. books & 
fixed my Income Tax state- 

Diary 36, 1926 
August 10 

10 
ment O.K.  Settlement with Tacoma Sav. & Loan 
Assoc - paid my note for $800. of last January 
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used in building house on Dairy ranch.  Also final 
act. Hopping & Co. owe them $241.00 & then my 
$2100. house if fully paid for.  Will meet Winder - of 
Hopping & Co. at Buckley on Friday morning - to 
arrange for selling some odds & ends of lots & 
lands which do not bring any income - but are 
expensive through excessive taxes.  Also called on 
Gallagher & Garner, Nan’s attorneys in Wash. 
Bldg. told them I did not owe her a cent - never had 
and never promised to pay her any sum or sums - 
as she claims 

Diary 36, 1926 
August 10 

10 
to them & in her affidavit to me.  How she can 
make such unreasonable and untruthful claims to 
them - & to me, is past my comprehension.  I do 
not owe her a cent & never promised to pay her 
any sum whatever - at any time.  If I had she would 
have bothered me for it years ago: It is amazing 
that my own sister should write me such malicious 
and untruthful letters! and make such false claims 
against me.  She must be mentally unbalanced or 
some one is putting her up to it.   
Gov & Mrs. Strong called at the Frye this evening & 
we had a good visit & a long talk about Alaska and 
politics!  Gov. Strong told me Geo. Folta said 
Faulkner going to Los Angeles to practice law - 
Folta, goes as his stenog. 

Diary 36, 1926 
August 11-13 

-11th – 
Interview with Hemphill, V.P. of the Pacific Coast 
Coal Co. about the Harkrader coal Claim - 
Admiralty Is - he said it would he needed for pulp & 
paper use - etc. but refused to consider it for the 
present. 
Lunch at Arctic Club - with B.D. Mills - my Eagle & 
Fairbanks friend, - now Pres & Mgr. of Seattle Coal 
& Fuel Co.  We talked Alaska coal but he does not 
feel like investing, though he promised to talk to 
Hemphill! 
Went to Enumclaw - via Auburn, where Lucille & 
Harold met me. 

-12th – 
Visited Hanson’s - White River Mills with Lou, 
Olson, Mgr. & then to the upper camps with A.G. 
Hanson, Earling, Supt. Milwaukee Ry. & other 
friends of A.G’s.  Spent the day in the camps, - 
inspecting logging operations etc. 

-13th - 
To Buckley this morning.  Met Winder of Hopping & 
Co. Tacoma, inspected my lots, lands etc. with a 
view of putting them on the market for sale.  Down 
to Seattle this afternoon - Turkish rub, Theater 
tonight with Judge Bondy to see “The Cat & the 
Canary” - bum! 
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Diary 36, 1926 
August 14-17 

-14th – 
Back to Buckley - to stay with Debbie over Sunday. 

-15- 
Sunday.  At Jennies: in afternoon went with Harold 
& Lucille to Sawyer’s Lake where the Hanson’s are 
building a beautiful community house on their 
homestead. 

-16th – 
Back to Seattle & the Frye Hotel.  Am busy 
finishing up my affairs & will go north Saturday. 

-17- 
Over to Tacoma - after calling on Pigott, iron 
waller[?] – about chrome etc. on Cooks Inlet - 
owing to funeral of friends I could get nothing done 
at Hoppings & must go back tomorrow.  Returned 
to Seattle.  Dr. S. Hall Young came to see me 
yesterday evening - I asked him to write a letter to 
his churches in Alaska 

Diary 36, 1926 
August 17-18 

17 
against Tom Marquam & in favor of Sutherland - 
He brought me a copy of it this evening = Its a 
powerful appeal to the Law & Order people & a 
terrific blast against Marquam’s life in the Red Light 
District!  He addressed it to his church at Juneau in 
support of his Presbyterian Indians!  so it supports 
Sutherland on both the Indian & the Law 
Enforcement questions. Met Mrs. M.E. Pope -(Mrs. 
Fred. Daggett,) who ran the Golden Gate hotel in 
Nome in 1901-2, here in Frye today.  She is now 
the owner & manager of the Hotel Ramapo, 14th & 
Wash. St., Portland, Or. and looks fine and 
prosperous.  She seemed glad to see me and we 
had an hour of reunion talk - she went on by 
automobile to Portland, with her sister & her 
husband? 

-18th – 
Over to Tacoma on early interurban - visited ranch 
in valley - arranged with Hopping & Co. to sell 
some remnants of lots at Buckley & land west of 
the Railroad - parts of my ranch.  Back to Seattle - 
dinner with Dr. S. Hall Young, & McChesney and 
wife - Debbie came down from Enumclaw and is 
with me at Frye tonight. 

Diary 36, 1926 
August 19-22 

-19th – 
New suit of clothes and shirts.  Met Smith, librarian 
U. of W. at Allens office & arranged to put my 
papers (newspapers) etc. in the library.  Mr. & Mrs. 
Charles Willis had dinner with us.  Gov & Mrs. 
Strong called - Debbie is better but not able to go 
to Alaska with me. 

-20th – 
With Debbie at Frye Hotel - got my glasses 
corrected by Dr. Bentley & Riggs.  Wm Steel copied 
Dr. S. Hall Youngs letter & will send copy to Mrs. 
Sutherland.  Another conference with J.C. 
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Dougherty about pulp & paper - & Mill scheme in 
Thomas Bay region, Alaska.  Also with Winter S. 
Martin about Virginia case etc.  Got my new suit & 
shirts. Ready to go north tomorrow morning.  
Debbie seems to be improving in health every day 
- but we think it best for her to remain here for the 
present and she may go back to California but will 
stay with Jen till October. 

-21- 
Left Seattle on SS. Yukon for Juneau. 
Debbie will go home with Lucille. 

-22- 
Queen Charlottes St - Millbank. 
Pleasant company on boat and a good stateroom 
by myself. 

Diary 36, 1926 
August 23-24 

-23rd – 
Landed Ketchikan this morning early 730.  Saw 
Senator Hunt - Duggan, McCain, Wm L. Paul, & 
others and discussed politics.  Things seem to be 
going good for Dan - K- seems prosperous - many 
buildings going up & everybody busy.   
Wrangell late this evening, 6 p.m.  Conference with 
Gartley, Pres. Mill Co. about bond issue, etc. and 
called on several of the business men. 

-24th - 
Arrived Juneau this afternoon 430 
Met a Mr. Eckmann, from Wilmington Delaware - 
going out to Seward & Anchorage to take trip on 
Govt. Ry.  Had a very pleasant visit with him. Mr. 
Albert Brown, of Alaska Magazine also on board 
from Wrangell - talked magazine with him - He 
seems to be quite enthusiastic about its success.  
Mr. Eckmann & others paid subscriptions to Brown 
for the Magazine. 
Great quantity of mail - am busy reading it - nothing 
much - the Oxford Press will not publish my Biblio - 
so thats that! 

Diary 36, 1926 
 

[Inside back cover – clipping] 
S.S. Yukon 

Daily Bulletin 
VOY. 33.                 AUGUST 24, 1926. 

Capt. C.A. Glascock, Master. 
E.E. Crockett, Pilot        R. Bruce, Chief Engineer 
John Johansen, Pilot     J.L. Large, Purser 
R. Carr, Chief Officer    J.P. Stollery, Chief Steward 

Sailing from Port Armstrong about 7:00 A.M. we 
will pass through Chatham Straits, Fredrick Sound 
and Stephen’s Passage to Gastineau Channel and 
expect to arrive at Juneau about 4.30 P.M.  We will 
stay here until about 8.00 P.M. thus giving ample 
time to look over the city and visit points of interest.  
There will be sufficient time for those who wish to 
take the auto ride to Mendenhall Glacier which will 
be found most interesting. 

Juneau is the capitol of Alaska and was for 
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many years the important center for many famous 
mines.  On our right as we enter the harbor you will 
see the once busy mines known as the Alaska-
Gastineau Mines.  On our left are the abandoned 
Treadwell mines where for many years were 
located the largest stamp mills in the world.  These 
mines paid for Alaska many times over before they 
were finally flooded.  For more definite and reliable 
information ask Judge Wickersham, one of our 
prominent passengers who knows Alaska from A to 
Z. 
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Diary 37, 1926-
1927 
 

[Front cover] 
Private Diary 

Of 
James Wickersham 

Aug 24, 1926 to July 5, 1927. 
 

 [inside front cover] 
James Wickersham. 

Born at Patoka, Illinois. Aug 24, 1857. 
Married to Deborah Susan Bell at Rochester 
Illinois on Oct. 24, 1880. 

Deborah Susan Bell, born at Rochester, Illinois, 
Sept. 25, 1862.  Married to James Wickersham, at 
Rochester, Illinois, on October 27, 1880.  Died at 
Seattle, Wash. on November 23, 1926. 
 
Darrell Palmer Wickersham, born at Springfield, 
Illinois, April 2, 1882. 
 
Arthur James Wickersham, born at Tacoma, Wash. 
Ter. Dec. 21, 1886, died in Tacoma, February 20, 
1888. 
 
Howard Sullivan Wickersham, born in Tacoma, 
Wash. October 19, 1893, died in Tacoma, January 
[1st or 11th] 1902. 

Diary 37, 1926 
August 24-26 

Juneau. August 24, 1926. 
My 69th Birthday! 
Reached Juneau this afternoon on the SS. 
“Yukon,” from trip to Seattle to see Debbie.  Left 
her with my sister Jennie at Enumclaw - sick but 
improving:  Large quantity of accumulated mail - 
will attend to it tomorrow.  Back to my room at 
Zynda. 

-25th – 
Working in office answering letters and in other 
belated office work. Had dinner with Mr. & Mrs. 
Rustgard (atty. Gen].) Judge LeFevre also present. 

-26th - 
Letter from Oxford Press - One suggestion that 
there were “important omissions”-in my Biblio - that 
if I would send them $300. their editor would supply 
omissions, etc. I wrote for particulars & may 
engage him to supply & “iron out” the Ms. errors. 

Diary 37, 1926 
August 27-30 

-27- 
Left Juneau this forenoon on the “Northwestern” 
SS. for Ketchikan to attend court.  Bishop Cremont, 
S.J. on board - also Gov Sulzer  of N.Y. “Bill” is 
erratic - holds a meeting for talking singing etc. in 
the main social hall every evening - Bill does most 
of the talking.  He acts as toastmaster - calls on the 
victims & conducts the ceremonies - & talks 
between each act - does most of the acting and is 
nearly the whole show!! 

-28th – 
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In Ketchikan this afternoon & got a good room at 
the “Ingersoll” - A crowd in town. 

-29th – 
A beautiful sunny Sunday.  Took a walk, wrote to 
Debbie & read magazines. 

-30- 
Boats brought more teachers to Institute.  Court in 
session - our case tomorrow probably.  Raining 
tonight - nothing new.  Letter from Debbie 

Diary 37, 1926 
August 30-31 

30th continued 
I gave Fred Handy & a Mr. Church special agents 
U.S. Prohibition Service copies of my letter of Dec. 
2, 1924, to Atty. Genl. Stone, about the conditions 
in Ketchikan - about which so much fuss is being 
made by Sutherlands enemies who charge him 
with giving the data of the Department.  I intend to 
give copy to Paul to print in the “Fisherman” - in 
answer to the letter of the Hearsts editor saying 
that Sutherland approved his matter - actually 
copied from my statement!!  I will also send a copy 
to the Chairman U.S. Senate Judiciary Committee! 

-31st- 
Entered on defense of Andy Keogh today in U. S. v 
Keogh - whisky selling, etc. on board “Henry J.” at 
Pybus Bay - resulting in death of Indian woman 
from excessive drinking.  Met Mrs. Preston, of 
Olympia, Wash. noted educator & lecturer here 
attending Alaska Institute - Teachers annual 
Institute. 

Diary 37, 1926 
September 1-2 

Sept. 1. 
Concluded trail of Andy Keogh today - & the jury 
found him “Guilty.” This result came about because 
of the death of an Indian woman from drinking the 
liquor alleged to have been sold by him.  That fact 
prejudiced the jury against him. 
I have left a copy of Rev. S. Hall Young’s letter to 
his Juneau Church - about Tom Marquam - with 
Senator Forest J. Hunt.  He and Mrs. H- will show it 
to their friends & it will do some good!  I shall go 
home to Juneau tomorrow. 

-2nd – 
Went out to “Wacker City” at Wards Cove, by Auto 
Stage.  Called on John W. Frame - who came back 
to Ketchikan with me for dinner. 
He and I had conference with Langley & Savin [?] 
who are trying to form some SS. alliance for trade 
between Prince Rupert E.C. & S.E. Alaska with 
Japan!  Left K. on SS. Watson for Juneau, at 10 
p.m. 

Diary 37, 1926 
September 3-4 

-3rd – 
Our vessel docked for 2 hours in Petersburg this 
morning. Louis Paul, Admr. Mrs. Hogue Est - paid 
me another $100. on act.  Arrived in Juneau at 9. 
p.m. - at home at Zynda. 

-4th - 
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In office at work. 
John E. Meals, Albert S. Brown and I signed up 
Articles of Incorporation of “Alaska Magazine, 
Incorporated,” today.  H.F. Preston and R.L. 
Bernard are members of the Board Of Directors in 
connection with us three; it is the beginning - the 
legal beginning of a project of publishing an Alaska 
magazine & I am to write a dozen articles - one 
each month, while Meals, Kashaveroff and others 
are to assist in furnishing data.  The first issue will 
be put out as of October first.  Considerable work 
of advertising has already been done. 

Diary 37, 1926 
September 5-6 

-5th – 
Another beautiful Sunday. 
Took a good walk & had dinner with the 
McKinnons, Lt. Simpson McKinnon, U.S. Navy 
(Whom I appointed to Annapolis Naval School) his 
wife & baby, Mrs. Jaeger, Donald & Lockie & Mrs. 
McK.  A nice dinner and a pleasant visit.  Wrote a 
good letter to Debbie. 
Recd. in last mail several copies (printed) of 
Valentines affidavit made 4 or 5 years ago, 
denouncing Tom Marquam - calling him “pimp & 
Crook,” etc. Valentine was then fighting Marquam, 
but he is now supporting him for Delegate against 
Dan, & someone has caused Val’s affid. to be 
printed as a campaign document against Tom!  Its 
a good joke on both Val. & Tom” who are now 
friends etc. 

-6th - 
Labor Day!  Working in office as usual.  Invited the 
Rustgards to dinner with me at Gastineau Hotel & 
attended reception to Bishop Rowe - at Rice’s 
residence. 

Diary 37, 1926 
September 7-9 

-7th – 
The government has fleet of aeroplanes here 
mapping the country by photography.  Their busy 
hum and high flying is interesting.  Busy with my 
correspondence, and getting cases ready for court 
when Judge Reed returns here in two weeks.  John 
E. Meals, head of the “Alaska Magazine” is 
threatened with suits & bankruptcy proceedings - 
and his troubles are holding back the publication.  
Hope to get him financed in a few days & the 
project off successfully - but? 

-8th – 
Working on correspondence: Telegram from 
Gartley, Wrangell Mill Co. asking me to come on 
first boat to assist in arranging their corporation 
affairs - increasing capital stock. 

-9th - 
To Wrangell today on SS. “Alaska,” Mike Sullivan 
put me “in on” Oil claim Yakataga with Jim 
McCluskey & another man. 
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Diary 37, 1926 
September 9-11 

-9th – continued. 
Proposed project of buying half interest in 
Harkrader coal claim to Karl Theile, & organizing 
project.  He is to consider it! 

-10th – 
Arrived in Wrangell at noon.  Nothing but 
conference with Gartley and Grant.  They brought 
me the corporation books of the Company and I 
advised them with respect to the legal aspects of 
Preferred Stock and Amendment to their Articles of 
Incorporation.  Am visited by some persons who 
want assistance in small business matters - there 
is no attorney at law in Wrangell. 

-11th - 
Making a careful study and inspection of the 
corporation papers and books of the Wrangell 
Lumber & Power Companys books papers, reports, 
etc.  Arranging plans for accomplishing change - 
increase of Capital Stock, by issuance of Preferred 
Stock, etc. 

Diary 37, 1926 
September 12 

-12th - 
Wrote letter to Debbie and one to Darrell. 
In the afternoon took a nice walk along the new 
road -the only road - south of Wrangell, along the 
beach.  Visited the old Indian grave yards on 
Shustuck point -the south part of Wrangell harbor - 
and that one on the next point south, where the 
white men have just cleared one for their people 
south of and adjoining the larger, old, interesting 
Indian cemetery long established there.  Half a mile 
farther south, between the new wagon road and 
the sea beach is a small but interesting private 
cemetery where Rufus Sylvester is buried - his 
stone says he was born at Bodoin, Me. Oct. 11, 
1834, and also records the names of two of his 
children - half breeds.  A stone here has a single 
word on it - “Mary.”  There is much history, 
primitive & civilized, in these grave stones & totem 
poles, along this shore. 

Diary 37, 1926 
September 13-
14 

-13th – 
Finished the necessary corporation records in the 
books to lay the foundations for issuing a large 
increase in the Capital Stock of the Wrangell 
Lumber & Power Co - put the books in shape & got 
notice for publication for 8 weeks in the Wrangell 
Sentinel giving Stockholders notice of the proposed 
increase, etc.  Had a hearing in Louis Gagne, 
Estate, & advised Lemieux and the City Council 
about their matters.  Left for Juneau on Yukon at 
11 oclock p.m.  
continued on following page. 

-14th - 
Through Wrangell Narrows before breakfast.  Earl 
Roosman, Peter Vachon, Mrs. Flannigan and other 
friends on board - Mrs. Gordon, of Fairbanks days 
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among them.  Reached Juneau at 2 p.m.  Mail & 
office & at work on writing up my books about the 
business done on trip. 
Beautiful clear weather - north wind blowing. 

Diary 37, 1926 
September 13-
15 

-13th - continued. 
[following page] 
Made power of attorney authorizing W.D. Grant to 
locate mining claims for me.  Entered into an 
agreement with him & son that they are to go to the 
next creek beyond the “Ground Hog” group, east of 
same, and locate a group of claims - W.D. Grant, 
B.Y. Grant, Dr. Shurick, Donald Sinclair and I, are 
to be equally interested in the locations.  I paid 
Grant $22. to buy the supplies for the locating trip 
which he and Brig. will make soon within 10 days. 

14th  
Back in Juneau at 2p.m. today. At work in the office 
as usual. 

-15th – 
Getting the office work in hand again. Some days 
ago I received a letter from Sutherland, Delegate, 
asking me to go to Skagway & Haines & speak for 
him.  I am willing to do that, but feel that I must 
consult the Republican candidates for the 
Legislature in this Div. first, so today I wrote 

Diary 37, 1926 
September 15 

15 
to Wm. G. Steel, candidate for Senator & Wm. L. 
Paul, candidate for the lower House, both at 
Ketchikan & asked their approval and advice - 
asked them if they approved to accompany me.  I 
also sent this telegram to Sutherland: at 
Anchorage, 

“You will have same old majority in this division 
stop Will be glad speak for you anywhere you 
suggest even in Fairbanks stop will wait until 
interview candidates for legislature who should 
accompany me stop much good work being 
done for you here stop 
Your mail on next boat Seward.” 

Earl Roosman, author of “Black Sunlight” came in 
to call & examine my Bibliography.  Am in receipt 
of a letter from the Naturalization Bureau, Wash. 
D.C. asking me to sign affidavit & secure beginning 
of suit against Faulkner Naturalization Cert:  Of 
course I will not: I am not an official & such a start 
would turn it into a political suit - & relieve the U.S. 
Bureau.  I will not! 

Diary 37, 1926 
September 16-
17 

-16th – 
Working in office as usual. 
Sent a deed prepared for signature and $400. last 
payment for the land, to Gilbert M. Chambers, at 
Seldovia, to secure the signatures of J.W. Lamb 
and Alice Lamb: they sold me 160 acres of fine 
land, at the north side of Kachemak Bay, east side 
of Cook Inlet, and this concludes the contract and I 
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will then own the land.  It is underlaid with coal - 
and may be oil!  Anyway its a fine tract of land - 
cost me $600.  I intend to buy more adjoining it - if I 
can get it at that price.  I have an idea about what 
to do with it!  Attended opening of Juneau Fair - a 
noisy, hoodum crowed, last night & heard Rustgard 
deliver a good talk about the possibilities of Alaska. 

-17th – 
In office as usual.  Invited to dinner with Karl Theile 
& Earl Roosman -  to 
talk Alaska Magazine.  We are to have another 
conference Monday. 

Diary 37, 1926 
September 18-
19 

-18th – 
In office as usual.  Trying to catch up with work and 
find it slow because so many friends come in to 
discuss politics.  Five years ago Valentine 
prepared & ford. to Wash. D.C. an affidavit against 
Marquam - denouncing him as “pimp & crook” and 
- Now its being circulated & arouses much 
amusement as Vals. position - people come in and 
talk about the various matters, & it looks as if Dan 
would be elected again by usual majority - but? 

-19th - 
Recd. telegram from Sutherland, at Anchorage 
saying: 
“Use your own judgment about holding meetings 
but I want to smash the Donohoe outfit so hard 
they will never appear in Alaska politics again.  
There is no doubt of result but we must pile up a 
convincing majority.   Perhaps Rustgard would take 
a hand.”      Wrote to Debbie. 
Am writing a letter to Senator Norris, who will be 
chairman of Senate Jud. Com. about conditions. 

Diary 37, 1926 
September 20-
21 

-20th – 
Same as usual - in office.  Have had good visit with 
Earl Rossman, Arctic traveler, who presented me 
with a copy his book “Black Sunshine” with 
complimentary inscription.  Meals & Brown are 
having a hard time to get enough money to bring 
the first copy of their magazine - “Alaska.” 

-21- 
Same as usual in office. 
Earl Rossman, author, came in to discuss my Mss. 
the Biblio and the Tanana Trail to Mt McKinley - he 
will talk to the Oxford Press when he reaches New 
York, whence he starts tomorrow.  He seems to 
think well of the Tanana Trail, etc.  Meals came in 
to tell me he is “broke” - & I loaned him $2500 to 
meet his present necessities.  I fear the Magazine 
project is gone glimmering!  Too bad for it would be 
of great assistance to Alaska if we had a good live 
Alaskan magazine devoted to literary - Alaskan 
subjects. 
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Diary 37, 1926 
September 22 

-22- 
Busy in office: 
Wrote statement to Senator Geo. W. Norris, U.S. 
Senate Com. on Jud. & sent him copies my letter 
to Dept. Justice - dated Dec 2, 1924, about exact 
locality of Govt. lands at Ketchikan where houses 
of prostitution, public liquor traffic, narcotics are 
protected - on Govt. lands etc.  Also sent copies to 
Basil M. Manley, Sec. Peoples Legis. Service - 
also $25 for his Service, etc. 
Gus. Conrad & Bob. Donaldson, from Healy & 
Fairbanks in office - talked over conditions - they 
are out raising money for new dredging plant on 
American Creek, back of Eagle City!  Also came in 
mail from Fairbanks 1000 copies of Val’s affidavit 
against Marquam & 500 copies of Dr. S. Hall 
Youngs letter to Rev. Stillman against Tom.  Paper 
says Dan delivered speech at Seward last night & 
will then go to Valdes & Cordova & then to this Div.  
Am making arrangements to go on speaking tour to 
Skagway & Haines for Sutherland - waiting for Wm 
Steel. 

Diary 37, 1926 
September 23 

-23d- 
After long efforts some time ago I received an offer 
from G.J. Harkrader, of Tonkawa, Oklahoma, to 
sell me his half of the George Harkrader Coal 
Claim - on Kootznahoo Inlet near Killisnoo, for 
$6,000. - for 90 days. 
I am pleased that Donaldson and Gus. Conrad, of 
Fairbanks, now here on other business seem to be 
inclined to buy it. They are interested in the coal 
business at Healey, near Fairbanks, but think if 
they had this mine they could do a better business 
in the trade with the coast towns. 
I am attempting to induce them to buy and hope 
they will. 

-24th - 
The evening Empire is greatly distressed because 
some one has made public a letter from Dr. S. Hall 
Young to the Presbyterian preacher here saying 
that Tom Marquam is a pimp & his wife a 
prostitute!  Stillman writes an apology to the 
Empire & regrets that the matter became public but 
denies he did it!  Too bad!  Too bad! 

Diary 37, 1926 
September 24-
26 

-24th – 
Continued. 

And Gus. Conrad, of Fairbanks, gives the Empire a 
long interview denouncing attacks on Tom 
Marquam’s private character! etc. 

-25th- 
Nothing new today in politics. 
Attended court call of docket.  Judge Reed says he 
will file written opinion in Bowersox v Beherends 
next week - and in Grant v Nat. Surety Co. some 
time soon.- two of my cases long waiting his action. 
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Sent out notices to Wrangell delinquent tax papers 
-for town - today.  May - will, climb Mt Juneau 
tomorrow - if it continues clear. 

-26th Sunday- 
Did not attempt to climb Mt. Juneau today for it is 
cloudy & threatens to rain.  The more I think of the 
Empire & Strollers Weekly for attacking Dr. S. Hall 
Young for writing his letter denouncing Tom 
Marquam and his prostitute, the more I am 
surprised at their lack of judgment. 
They did not give even 

Diary 37, 1926 
September 26-
28 

26 
the substance of the letter - but only pages of wails 
and whines and denunciations.  Every woman in 
S.E. Alaska is now advised that she is a prostitute, 
but they are without any statement of facts and are 
permitted to draw on their imaginations and rumor - 
and that is quite as bad as the real facts - may be 
worse.  So the only thing they have really 
accomplished is to spread the fire but did nothing 
to extinguish it: Poor politics! 

-27th – 
At work in office as usual.  Nothing new. 

-28th - 
Busy in the office.  Bob Donaldson & Gus Conrad 
took samples of my Harkrader coal & are 
considering buying Harkraders (G.J.) half interest 
for $6000. 
Wrote Debbie and good long letter:  Mrs. John 
Marshall took 50 envelopes with Valentines affid. & 
Dr Youngs letter to address to her women friends 
in Juneau! 

Diary 37, 1926 
September 29-
30 

-29th – 
Wm Steel, candidate for Senator, returned from 
Ketchikan & says conditions look good there for the 
election of the Sutherland ticket. 

I am engaged in writing two or three additional  
chapters for my Mt. McKinley story - an Early 
History of the Yukon Valley, etc. 

-30th - 
For most of my time during the last month I have 
engaged in managing Sutherlands campaign in 
S.E. Alaska.  I secured the letter from Dr. S. Hall 
Young, denouncing Marquam as a vicious 
character - in such a way as to prejudice the voters 
against him.  I furnished the affidavit of Valentine 
for the same use, and a copy of my letter of Dec. 2, 
1924 to the Attorney Genl. U.S. from which all the 
“slanderous statements” against Ketchikan & 
Alaska, were copied by the Hearsts press & Dr. 
Tone Clarence Wilson, etc. etc.  All these are now 
being printed & circulated by Sutherlands friends - 
& they are the bulk of Sutherlands campaign & 
defense! 
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Diary 37, 1926 
October 1-2 

Octo. 1. 
Paid my bills this morning, and have worked all day 
on a new chapter in my Mt. McKinley Ms. on the 
Early History of the Yukon river region.  I shall also 
add another on the trade of the river by the Alaska 
Commercial Co. and the influence of the Treadwell 
mines at Juneau, in sending competent 
prospectors upon the headwaters of the Yukon, 
from 1882.  Politics growing warm, but we are 
waiting for Sutherland to arrive before doing too 
much.  I received a letter from Albrecht, Pres. 4th 
Div. Republican Club, asking me to send 
Marquams record as it was filed in the 
Departments by Valentine & I sent him (through 
Bob. Lavery, Fairbanks) copies of indictments etc. 
today. 

-2nd - 
Judge Reed gave an opinion today sustaining us in 
good complaint in Bowersox v Behrends Bank.  
Working in office as usual - also on new chapters 
in book on Mt McKinley trip of 1903. 

Diary 37, 1926 
October 3-63-6 

-3rd – 
Sunday.  Got up late - worked in office some, took 
a long walk and went to the movie theater in the 
evening. 

-4th – 
Worked in office.  Attended funeral of Mike Hirlock 
a mining laborer killed in the Alaska Juneau mine 
by accident.  Talked politics with Wm Steel, and 
went to dinner - taking my old Tacoma carpenter 
friend, Ed. Sherman with me. 

-5th – 
In the office as usual.  Telegram from Dan 
Sutherland saying he will be in Juneau on the 
“Northwestern” - she is due tomorrow evening. 

-6th - 
In office as usual.  When I received my bank 
statement & checks today I ascertained that 
Valentine has been changing the statement on my 
checks for rent by erasures, etc.  Notified the bank 
not to honor my checks when they are thus 
mutilated by erasures etc. 

Diary 37, 1926 
October 7 

-7th - 
Sutherland arrived in Juneau on “Northwestern” 
this morning & has been active all day.  Makes his 
headquarters in my office.  He and Steel & I were 
invited to Rustgards for lunch at noon - and we 
could not find Dan. He was, we afterwards found 
out, down at the wharves out on a fishing boat at 
lunch with the men!  We did the best we could, 
Steel & I, by eating heartily of Mrs. R’s fine lunch & 
tonight Dan is up there “squaring” himself and 
apologizing.  We have called a meeting for 
Saturday night - at the Palace Theater - I am to 
preside & Steel, LeFevre, & Sutherland will talk to 
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the voters.  So far it looks satisfactory & Sutherland 
feels confident of election. 

Preparing to bring suit against my old Tacoma  
friend, L.C. Patenude, of Wrangell, as indorser on 
notes given by Walker & Russell, at Wrangell, for 
Matheson store, etc.  They have failed and left the 
territory & Patenude is threatening to go also - after 
selling all his property!! 

Diary 37, 1926 
October 8 

-8th - 
Politics around the office warm - even hot.  Rev. 
Stillman has written Sutherland a letter denouncing 
him & his friends for the Young letter against 
Marquam!  He seems crazy about it, and is 
evidently being urged on by Faulkner and 
Robertson, who are deacons in his Church.  He 
does not seem to care if Tom Marquam is guilty of 
being a pimp and his woman a prostitute, but that 
anyone should disclose the fact seems monstrous! 
It will be up to me tomorrow evening at the 
Republican Rally to push the matter squarely 
before the public: to say that Sutherland had 
nothing whatever to do with its writing, or 
publication - though he and every man who has 
lived in Alaska towns where Marquam is known - 
knows its statements to be true.  Dr. Young is right 
& Stillman & his deacons are wrong. 

Diary 37, 1926 
October 9-10 

-9th – 
Dan Sutherlands first campaign meeting will take 
place tonight & I am to preside & make the opening 
speech of his fight in S.E. Alaska. 

Later: 
We had a big meeting in the Palace theater - it was 
crowded to the doors with an enthusiastic 
audience.  I defended Valentine & Dr. Young for 
their affidavit & letter against Marquam, and 
denounced the 8 oily Editors of the Chronicle of 
Ketchikan, the Empire & Strollers Weekly of 
Juneau, the Miner of Valdes, the Gateway of 
Seward, the Times of Anchorage, & the News 
Miner of Fairbanks, for their support of Marquam 
on Cannery corruption funds.  I was applauded 
loudly by the whole crowd at my attack 
& this unholy combination - 700 present and Dan & 
Will Steel also applauded.  It was a highly 
successful meeting. 

-10- 
A clear day - strong north wind & Treadwell town 
burned for 5 hours - 50 houses destroyed. 

Diary 37, 1926 
October 11 

-11th - 
Ouch! but Troy the Empire Editor is mad.  He again 
makes a long - and the third one - explanation of 
his betrayal of Gov. Strong.  I feel quite sure if I 
attack him again two years from now about his 
base betrayal of the Strong’s he will again go 
through another long statement - for it hurts even 
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John’s tough hide:  This is first issue since our 
Republican Rally Saturday night and here is how 
he groans and denounces: - 
 
[clipping] 

WICK WAS STAR  
ATTRACTION AT  
THEATRE RALLY 

Former Delegate Attacks 
Nearly Everybody, The 

Empire in Particular. 
Judge James Wickersham, former Delegate to 

Congress, was the 
star attraction during the Sutherland meeting at the 
Palace Theatre Saturday night, which was filled by 
the audience most of which remained until the end 
of the meeting, attentively listening.  Delegate 
Sutherland, who made the closing speech, was a 
secondary part of the performance. 
The star of the evening made a characteristic 
speech, in which he attacked the “Fish Trust,” their 
attorneys in Alaska, the character of T.A. 
Marquam, the independent candidate; his wife, the 
Presbyterian Church of Juneau, the newspapers 
and newspapermen of Alaska in general and The 
Empire and its editor in particular.  Delegate 
Southerland played second in a minor key in the 
attacks on the Fish Trust, their attorneys and the 
newspapers, but was silent so far as Mr. Marquam, 
his wife and the Presbyterian Church was 
concerned. 

Judge Wickersham charged, and Delegate 
Sutherland echoed the charge, that the “Fish trust” 
had contributed a “slush found” of something like 
$6,000 for eight Alaska newspapers and the 
corruption of the Alaska electorate. 

Judge Wickersham began by praising Delegate  
Sutherland for making speeches throughout the 
Territory without criticizing anybody or mentioning 
the name of his opponent.  “But,” he said, “when he 
reaches the City of Juneau he reaches the very 
heart of the worst element in this 

Diary 37, 1926 
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[clipping continued] 
Territory: to-wit, The Empire.  It is the center of 
graft and corruption in the politics of this Territory, 
as it always has been, and I haven’t a bit of fear 
of looking John Troy and the whole bunch of them 
in the face.” 

Judge Wickersham then accused the Democrats 
of first voting the Indians, following an opinion of 
then U.S. Attorney James A. Smiser, and followed 
that by a charge that “Col. Cracker from Florida 
and the smaller Co. Cracker from Mississippi” had 
attempted to “introduce old negro-hating methods 
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into our politics.”  He then accused these two 
editors of importing into the North “the old scheme 
of the slave-driver,” and said it was a shame 
because they had first “brought the Indian into line 
as a voter themselves.”  He declared “there isn’t an 
Indian on the beach who isn’t their equal”  He 
proceeded to say that if the Indians are prevented 
from voting the next step would be to stop 
foreigners, ”Swedes”, “Danes,” “Norwegians and 
all.”  “People like Dr. Kearsley and Mr. Roy want to 
ship them (Indians) back to the wilderness, reduce 
them to servitude and degredation again,” he said.  
He promised to stand by the Indians and give them 
his assistance. 

ATTACKS THE NEWSPAPERS 
The speaker then pulled one of the “sensations” 

of his speech.  He said:  “You have discovered that 
Mr. Sutherland is being fought by a united press.  
The Chronicle at Ketchikan, Stroller’s Weekly here, 
The Empire, the Cordova News, the Valdez Miner, 
the Seward Gateway, the Anchorage Times and 
the Fairbanks News-Miner are all together in one 
little bed.  And how in the dickens did they all come 
to get together in one little bed?  You know.  
Money!  The degredation of the press and the 
shame of the men who are at the head of it in the 
Territory of Alaska!  

“Not long ago the editor of one of the papers 
here -and it wasn’t Mr. White either - and the editor 
of one of the papers down at Ketchikan went south 
to get the sack and they got it, and, like they did in 
the prohibition campaign of 1914, they have 
divided it up and now they’re for the great fish trust 
in this district.  They are making a fight against Dan 
Sutherland, alleging that he slandered somebody 
or some thing.” 

Later on in his speech he said: “this $6,000 
corruption fund was raised down in Seattle and 
spread out from Ketchikan to Fairbanks.” 

He attacked Stroller’s Weekly and its editor for 
the letter the latter sent to Dr. S. Hall Young 
concerning the letter of the latter to the Rev. 0.A. 
Stillman, which has been circulated by Sutherland 
workers throughout the Territory.  He called 
attention to Mr. White’s declaration that “90 per 
cent of the Presbyterians in Juneau” are for Mr. 
Marquam.  He continued: 

“Well, there are people who approve of those 
kind of things. There are people who want to 
associate with that class of cattle and elect them to 
represent the manhood and womanhood of Alaska 
in Congress, and ninety per cent of that church, 
Stroller assures us, are of that type. Good God! it 
doesn’t seem possible, does it?  It doesn’t seem 
possible that a Christian Church would excuse 
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things of that kind.  They don’t deny it. They talk 
about character assassination, Stroller with them, 
too, but they don’t deny these things that Dr. 
Young said.” 

CLAIMS SLANDERS HIMSELF 
Notwithstanding that Delegate Sutherland had 

admitted his responsibility for slanderous 
publications in the East concerning Alaska, Judge 
Wickersham said that not Mr. Sutherland but he, 
himself, was the author of the attack on moral 
conditions at Ketchikan.  He said, as representative 
of certain Indians at Ketchikan, he had written it all 
in a statement to the Attorney General and that the 
writer for the Hearst publications had based his 
sensational article on that statement.  He added 
that “not a single one of us slandered Alaska, 
Alaska was not mentioned in it except that it con-
tained the redlight district of Ketchikan.” 
The speaker then went into a detailed account of 
his eight years fight with the “Fish Trust,” and told 
how he defeated the passage of the Alexander bill.  
He said Delegate Sutherland is keeping up the 
fight that he started to prevent the Fish Trust from 
getting control of the fisheries.  He said the “Fish 
Trust” has taken $45,000,000 worth of can- 
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[clipping continued] 
ned salmon out of the waters of Alaska this year.  
He said the Alaska salmon constitutes one of the 
great food supplies of the world and that the “Fish 
Trust” wants to get control of it, and “that is how 
scurvy newspapermen got the money to run this 
campaign against Dan Sutherland. 

ATTACKS BURCKHARDTS 
“The Burckhardts are at the bottom of this thing 

very largely,” he said. “I see they have a friend 
here.  They can’t mistake what I say and I say it for 
the purpose of calling the attention of the business 
men of this town to the situation.”  He then told 
about the salmon pack put up by the Burckhardts 
and how “all they bought was one cake of 
Fleishman’s yeast cake a week at Juneau.” 

This was followed by a long attack on the 
fisheries interests in Alaska, after which he 
attacked the Juneau Presbyterian Church.  He said 
that elders of the church were attorneys for the 
“Fish Trust” and were trying to deliver the church to 
the “Trust.” 

(Then followed remarks  that are omitted 
because their publication would constitute libel.  He 
vouched for all that Dr. Young had said and more 
in a coarser language.) 

ATTACKS EDITOR OF EMPIRE 
The speaker then launched an attack on the 

editor of The Empire.  He said: 
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“Character assassination;  In John Troy’s paper I 
have in my office-and I have a good many things 
laid away-a copy of the original stuff that John Troy 
gave out to the Democratic members of Congress 
in Washington when he was after Gov. Strong-the 
most malicious piece of character assassination 
that has ever been perpetrated in this Territory.  He 
was taken in by the Strongs when his pants 
couldn’t cover his back sides and he was fed and 
clothed and put on his feet by them and they sold 
him their newspaper upon a shoestring because 
they thought he was their friend.  And he betrayed 
them, but he told a story of the most vindictive and 
wicked kind which would have made Mrs. Strong 
not a wife; and when a member of Congress gave 
it to me, if John Troy could have heard the 
denunciation that the Democratic member of 
Congress gave him, he would have held his head 
down in shame.  And that isn’t the worst of it.  Gov. 
Strong kept his mouth shut-for he never said a 
word.  Nobody knows today what the truth about 
those matters is; nobody knows the truth.  He kept 
his mouth shut and his wife kept her mouth shut 
and they both bowed their heads and when the 
went on their way and left the man stroke came, 
they quietly left and whom they had befriended in 
charge of a fortune given to him by them.  And he 
wasn’t satisfied with that.  After Riggs was 
appointed Governor and was coming from 
Washington to take his place as Governor and 
Gov. Strong was to go out, Troy published the 
whole nasty mess in his newspaper, when it wasn’t 
necessary to do it.  Poor Mrs. Strong, who had 
paper when it wasn’t necessary to do it at all, and 
yet that cowardly character assassin did it and now 
he talks about Emery Valentine and Doctor S. Hall 
Young being character assassins because they 
have told the truth about Tom Marquam.” 

Wickersham completed his talk a t9:35 o’clock 
and then introduced W.A. Steel, Republican 
candidate for Senator.  Steel read a short synopsis 
of what he and candidates for the Territorial House 
intended to do if elected.  His part of the program 
took less than 15 minutes and Dan Sutherland was 
introduced.  The delegate completed his address at 
17 minutes to 11 o’clock. 

The Delegate reviewed measures he had 
successfully introduced in Congress, declared that 
he was not at outs with the Forestry Department, 
went into his attack briefly on the Judiciary, and 
among other things said: 

“The opposition in this campaign is conducted by 
the legal firm of Donohoe & Dimond of Valdez and 
Cordova and several other sockeye lawyers of the 
Territory.  Donohoe & Dimond are the attorneys for 
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the Alaska Packers’ Association, for the Northwest 
Fisheries Company, a subsidiary of the Booth 
Fisheries Company of Chicago.  These are two of 
the largest units of the fish trust that operate on the 
Alaska coast.  Marvelous power this firm of Dono- 

Diary 37, 1926 
October 11 
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[clipping continued] 
hoe & Dimond exercises in the Alaska wing of the 
Democratic party.  They have the power to tell a 
candidate to run and they have the power to tell 
him to withdraw. 

In fact, Donohoe & Dimond are allpowerful.  It 
may be well to say that the fish trust has absorbed 
the Alaska branch, or rather the Donohoe & 
Dimond branch of the Democratic Party.  But let 
me tell you, there are many militant Democrats in 
Alaska who have followed the party’s fortunes from 
principle and believe in its traditions, whose votes 
cannot be transferred to any candidate by 
 
The report above is a botched up - deleted one -
but as good as one could expect from the Empire.  
There are many mistakes & much that had point - 
and the best points, too, is left out.  And then 
follows two wide columns of editorials - he fell for 
the Strong explanation, again!! 
 
[clipping] 

DAILY EMPIRE, MONDAY OCT. 11, 1926 
WICKERSHAM FURNISHED THE  

EVIDENCE. 
Judge Wickersham’s tirade of falsehood and filth 

Saturday night furnishes all the additional 
evidence, if any were needed, why Delegate 
Sutherland and the character assassins, 
slanderers of Alaska, propagandists of class and 
factional hate and malice ought to be defeated. His 
speech answered itself.  It was characteristic of the 
speaker and explains very clearly, indeed, why he 
was forced out of Congress by the people of 
Alaska. 

 
WICKERSHAM’S LIES ABOUT THE EDITOR  

OF THE EMPIRE. 
The Empire has no intention of wallowing in filth  

with Judge Wickershame. However, due to the cir- 
Diary 37, 1926 
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[clipping continued] 
cumstance that there are many people in Juneau 
and Alaska who were not here when the record 
was made, we believe it proper for the Empire to 
refer to his falsehoods about this paper and its 
editor.  In another place 
it is shown that the charge that the Empire is a 
subsidized paper is a lie, purely and simply. 
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The statement that Gov. Strong took the editor of 
the Empire in and fed him and later gave him the 
Empire was a base lie maliciously uttered.  The 
editor of the Empire was Secretary of the 
Democratic State Central Committee that 
conducted a successful campaign in the State of 
Washington for the election of Gov. Ernest Lister in 
1912 when Gov. Strong, during a personal visit to 
the Democratic headquarters in Seattle in 1912 
and in letters written between that visit and about 
the middle of February, 1913, earnestly requested 
him to come to Juneau to take over the editorial 
control of The Empire with the purpose in view of 
purchasing it.  The last letter was delivered in 
person by Judge Robert W. Jennings. The writer 
was in Olympia at the time, on invitation of Gov. 
Lister, and Judge Jennings went there to deliver 
the letter and to add his personal request that he 
would come to Juneau for a few months and 
investigate the situation at this place.  Gov. Lister 
had asked the writer to accept an immediate 
appointment as Secretary of the State Board of 
Audit and Control and promised as an inducement 
for him to accept, that he would be appointed to 
one of the State commissionerships, probably 
Industrial Insurance Commissioner, within a year.  
At the same time the writer was investigating an 
offer of control of a daily newspaper at Everett.  At 
the request of Judge Jennings the editor of The 
Empire came to Juneau and the same day he 
arrived Gov. Strong left for Washington to further 
his own campaign for appointment as Governor.  
Gov. Lister had agreed to hold his offer open until 
after the investigation of the Juneau proposition.  
Shortly after Gov. Strong’s return the writer 
received a request from Gov. Lister to decide 
immediately upon whether or not he would accept 
the appointment that had been offered to him.  The 
proposition at Everett was still open, however, but 
would remain so until the fall, so Gov. Lister’s offer 
was declined with thanks.  In the meantime Gov. 
Strong had not suggested definitely a price and 
terms for the sale of the Empire, and it stood that 
way until after he had made a trip throughout the 
Territory.  On that trip he tried to sell the Empire to 
E.J. White, then a resident of Whitehorse, and to 
L.F. Shaw, then of Seward.  After Gov. Strong 
returned to Juneau, I.M. Jensen, with whom the 
writer was formerly associated in the publication of 
the Daily Alaskan at Skagway, a lifelong friend and 
the man to whom the editor of the Empire is 
indebted for whatever opportunity the ownership of 
the control of the Empire might have been, came 
here for a visit.  While he was here G.F. Kilroy 
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[clipping continued] 
arrived.  He had recently sold some mining 
property in the Iditarod country.  Mr. Kilroy asked 
the writer if he would object if he bought the 
Empire.  He was told by both the writer and Mr. 
Jensen to go to it, that they had net determined 
whether or not they wanted the paper.  Mr. Kilroy 
was offered the paper, but said he would have to 
make a trip south before making up his mind.  In 
the meantime, Gov. Strong had made an offer of 
The Empire to a Mr. Dunn of Idaho.  In the fall, 
Gov. Strong offered the writer The Empire at a 
price that was higher than he had offered it to Mr. 
Kilroy, for half cash and half on time with interest at 
8 per cent, on the deferred payments.  The offer 
was accepted exactly as it was made. Gov. Strong 
was paid in cash every cent, including the deferred 
payments and the interest, as stipulated in the 
contract.  The editor of the Empire never owed 
Gov. Strong anything except money and that was 
paid when due.  Gov. Strong sold the Empire to the 
writer because he wanted to sell the paper.  He 
was paid his own price on his own terms for it.  He 
had tried to sell it to at least five other persons 
before closing the deal that finally was 
consummated. 

The statement that the editor of The Empire was 
guilty of “character assassination” in connection 
with his campaign to prevent the reappointment of 
Gov. Strong is another base lie, and Judge 
Wickersham knows it.  Gov. Strong had started a 
war on Judge Jennings and other public officials in 
Alaska, national Committeeman Donohoe and the 
Democratic organization.  He had threatened that 
he would “get” all those prominent in office and the 
organization who would not accept his leadership.  
He said that he would be the leader or “tear down 
the house.” 

The Democratic organization in Alaska, headed  
by Delegate Charles A. Sulzer, National 
Committeeman T.J. Donohoe, the Territorial and 
various Divisional Committees, began a campaign 
to secure the appointment of Thomas Riggs, Jr., to 
succeed Gov. Strong.  After the campaign had 
progressed several months, it was discovered that 
Gov. Strong was not a citizen of the United States 
and never had been.  It was not a case of legal 
technicalities but a case where a Canadian about 
30 years of age came to - the U- Sutherland and 
assumed the functions of citizenship without 
attempting to become a citizen.  The editor of the 
Empire supervised the assembling of the evidence 
to prove that Strong was not a citizen and therefore 
ineligible for the Governorship because it was 
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necessary to prove it in order to prevent his 
reappointment.  The circumstance that one not a 
citizen, and knowing that he was not a citizen, 
would serve as Governor is in itself a sufficient 
answer as to his fitness for the office. The evidence 
which established the fact was submitted to 
Secretary Lane with the request that Gov. Strong 
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[clipping continued] 
be given the opportunity to meet it or explain it.  It 
was not until after Secretary Lane had had the data 
checked and authenticated and had secured a lot 
of additional evidence, and after Gov. Strong had 
had an opportunity to meet the issue, that, at the 
request of Delegate Sulzer, a copy of the evidence 
was delivered to Judge Houston, Chairman of the 
House Committee on Territories.  If any other 
Senator or Congressman had a copy he got it 
either from Secretary Lane or Judge Houston.  
There was not a thing in the statement of facts that 
would reflect in the slightest degree upon Mrs. 
Strong or her status as a wife.  One of the facts 
submitted to prove that Gov. Strong was not a 
citizen was a former marriage in New Brunswick.  
The writer naturally assumed that there had been a 
divorce before the second marriage.  That is still 
the natural and believable assumption.   

When the editor of the Empire returned to 
Juneau there was a primary campaign on and the 
Wickershamites in Alaska were charging through 
their campaign sheets that charges had been 
made against Gov. Strong that the supporters of 
Delegate Sulzer would not dare make public; that 
Gov. Strong had been stabbed in the dark.  
Supporters of Mr. Sulzer and all those who had 
been active in securing the appointment of Gov. 
Riggs insisted that the facts should be presented in 
the open to the people of Alaska.  They believed 
that the people of Alaska were entitled to them.  
The editor of The Empire agreed with them, and 
still believes that no newspaper man could have 
afforded to deny the just claim of the public to the 
facts.  They were published in The Empire of April 
13, 1918, and may be seen wherever files of the 
Empire are kept.   
 

SIGNIFICANCE OF ATTITUDE OF 
 NEWSPAPERS. 

The circumstance that every daily newspaper in 
Alaska and most of the weekly papers that depend 
upon the public for existence are supporting Mr. 
Marquam for Delegate to Congress is edifying.  
There is no line of business that depends to 
completely upon the welfare of the people in its 
community for prosperity and continued life as that 
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of newspaper publishing.  A newspaper is 
absolutely tied to the locality in which it is 
published.  It cannot move from it without 
sacrificing everything that gives it value – except 
the second hand machinery and such other 
physical property as it might possess.  A merchant 
can take his goods and move.  a lawyer or doctor 
can take a library and talent and wedge into 
another community.  A newspaper cannot do that 
for the larger investment in a newspaper is not in 
machinery but in the development of business that 
will put it on a paying basis.  That takes time and 
money, for its payroll must follow it wherever it 
might go. 

Diary 37, 1926 
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[clipping continued] 
Mr. Sutherland and his cohorts shout about 
“shyster journalists” and “subsidized” newspapers.  
They know there is no foundation in either charge 
so far as concerns legitimate Alaska newspapers.  
They simply offer insult to the intelligence of  the 
man in the street and on the job by showing that 
they think he does not know.  The fact that the 
newspapers of Alaska, and nearly every other part 
of the country, get a lot more business from 
individual employees of large corporations than 
they get from the corporations.   

It costs approximately $200 a day to keep The 
Empire running.  All the business it receives from 
all the cannery companies for a whole year, if 
subscriptions from their wage-earners are 
excepted, added to the annual business from all 
the transportation companies, big and little, 
operating in Alaska or out of it, would not pay the 
Empire’s expenses for one week of the fifty-two 
weeks in the year.  What is true with The Empire is 
true with practically all the other newspapers in the 
Territory.  They depend for their support upon the 
masses of the people.   

Under the circumstances there are no business 
institutions in the country that are more interested 
in the welfare of the masses of the people than the 
newspapers.  If every wage earner in Alaska were 
getting from $10 a day upward the newspapers of 
the Territory would be immensely prosperous.  On 
the other hand, newspapers are not operated for a 
day.  They are bound absolutely to the 
communities in which they are published.  Their 
continued existence therefore depends upon the 
continued prosperity of their communities.  If the 
employers of labor should fail and payrolls should 
cease the papers, like homeowners and all who 
work and do business in the community, would go 
broke. 

There have been subsidized papers in Alaska. 
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There are one or two now that are being supported 
by doles that the poor Indians dig up.  The Herron 
papers in Alaska sold “bonds” to cannery and 
transportation companies to an amount exceeding 
$50,000.  The Herron papers failed, leaving behind 
thousands of dollars of unpaid debts.  Strange as it 
might seem, these papers, which depended upon 
corporations instead of the general public for 
existence, all supported the political ambitions of 
Mr. Sutherland.  The man who was editor of the 
subsidized Herron Capital at Juneau is a 
Sutherland-Paul legislative candidate.   

(The foregoing editorial was written and in type  
before Judge Wickersham delivered his scurrilous 
speech Saturday night.  It answers most of his 
statements and insinuations regarding subsides.  
We might add, in answer to the plain inference 
from his remarks, that the statement that the editor 
of The Empire and the editor of the Chronicle went 
to Seattle and collected from “the Fish Trust” a sum 
of money - said to be some $6,000 -with which 
eight newspapers of the Territory were induced to 
support Mr. Marquam is a lie.  So far as The 
Empire knows not a paper has received one dollar 
for advertising or otherwise from the canneries, or 
any other source, in any way even remotely 
connected with the present campaign.  The Empire 
Printing Company’s commercial printing 
department has done a small amount of job 
printing for the Marquam committee.) 

Diary 37, 1926 
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-11th - continued 
Sutherland went to Skagway last night on the mail 
boat -Steel went with him - they will be back 
tomorrow sometime. 

Prepared papers today to bring suit in Wrangell 
for Grant, Guardian Matheson children against 
Walker & Russell & L.C. Patenaude, indorser, on 
note for $750. etc.  Big fire at Treadwell destroyed 
the Indian town & many of them will move away - & 
thus Sutherland will lose many votes!  
May be. 

-12th - 
Working in office as usual. 
Answer in Bowersox v Behrends Bank record & 
copy forwarded to attorneys in Albany, Oregon.  
Politics rather quiet, through Stillman, of the 
Presbyterian Church has a communication in the 
Empire in which Dr. Young lays all the blame for 
his letter on me!  Really I thought the old man had 
more courage - but then his job may depend on his 
backing down! 

Diary 37, 1926 
October 13-14 

-13th – 
Recd. telegram yesterday from Sutherland to meet 
him at Auk Bay with auto this morning at 10.  
Lockie McKinnon & I went out - Dan & Steel came 
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in small boat with an Indian & we met them and 
drove them to town. 
They say they had good meetings & feel confident 
of a satisfactory vote there.  Dan leaves tonight 
with Steel on the mail boat for Sitka & other points.  
Marquam’s friends are looking for him on an early 
boat from westward. 

-14th - 
Answering Correspondence. Wrote to Oxford 
Press to send Ms. of my Bibliography to office of 
Sutherland, Alaska Delegate, Wash. D.C. and 
wrote letter to Morrison to get it and see if the 
Oxford Press “readers” criticisms are well founded, 
especially as to number of items of Alaskana 
omitted from the Ms: I want his report on the 
“readers” report of our delinquencies. 

Diary 37, 1926 
October 15-16 

-15- 
Finished my correspondence today - wrote to 
Oxford University Press to send my Ms. to 
Sutherland, Wash. D.C. and wrote to Morrison & 
sent him copy of Oxford Press “readers” criticism 
showing many omissions etc. and asked him to 
send me a report about it.  I think the “reader” 
mixed on Alaskan & Arctic items, not differentiating 
between them. 
Wrote to Debbie also: Boat south tonight. 

-16th - 
The Empire this evening contains an editorial 
threat that I may be arrested and sued both for 
slandering Tom Marquam in my last Saturday night 
speech. It may be they can make Tom. do it, but if 
they start it I will be in 
at the finish.  They are both desperate and angry - 
and whom the Gods would destroy they first make 
mad! 

Diary 37, 1926 
October 17-18 

-17th – 
Sunday.  The SS. Evans came in from westward & 
as she was casting off her lines to go on south 
Sutherland & Steel, aboard the “Margarita” which 
slid alongside & they got on and away they went.  
Sutherland went upward for me to send his mail to 
Ketchikan. 

-18th - 
Received my deed to N.E. 1/4 Sec 15, Tp. 6, S.R. 
13 W. Seward Meridian, near Homer Spit, from 
J.W. Lamb & wife - paid for! 
Have consulted with Atty. Genl. Rustgard about my 
action in case Marquam has a warrant issued for 
my arrest for Slander.  Upon his arrival in Juneau 
about the 21st they are threatening me with this 
“political gesture” - & Tom will do anything! & I may 
do something’s as a “gesture” also, if he proceeds!  
As if one could Slander Tom and his floozie! 
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Diary 37, 1926 
October 19 

-19th – 
Read nice letter from Debbie: She is now insisting 
on paying Jen $50. per month for board & lodging:  
I quite agree - but I cant help but remember how 
many of my family staid at our house for Debbie to 
cook for - & never even said “thank you.”  But the 
world changes - and the people in it. 

-20th – 
Henry Roden says there is no truth in rumor of 
Marquamites sueing me, etc.  M. is here and he & 
his crowd are going to Sitka tonight - campaigning.  
Others tell me that Valentine will preside at Tom’s 
meeting here & will score one on the old Tacoma 
scandal. 

-21st – 
Paper says Roden - not Valentine will preside at 
Marquam meeting. 
Invited to Rustgards for dinner this evening.  His 
74th Birthday - then to Theater. 

-22- 
Ordered some foreign printed books from 
Copenhagen Denmark - Stellers etc.  Things as 
usual in office. 

Diary 37, 1926 
October 23-25 

-23d- 
Working in the office - on writing a chapter on the 
American occupancy of the Yukon basin. 

-24th – 
A rainy Sunday.  Worked part of the day in the 
office - writing on the American occupancy of the 
Yukon basin.  Its an interesting chapter. 

-25th - 
The Marquam headquarters are in the rooms 
below my office. Tonight is their great night - for 
Marquam is to speak to them.  They gathered in 
front of the Headquarters with a brass band & a 
few torch lights - a good many automobiles with 
horns blowing, followed the band & they paraded to 
the Coliseum Theater to hear the speech.  Cash 
Cole came up to my office as soon as the parade 
started & abused Sutherland - as a friend - but he 
is constantly doing it - & is worse than an enemy.  
Cash is getting very cranky - because, he says, 
Dan would not appoint him Governor!  As if Dan 

Diary 37, 1926 
October 25 

25 
could have appointed him!  Cash is an awful 
grouch - a fool and an ingrate!  Undoubtedly 
Marquam will have a great audience all Sutherland 
men are going, & Tom’s friends will claim all of 
them, too, as Toms supporters.  A little cheap 
noise affects some people peculiarly.  Cash 
assures me that Marquam will carry Skagway, 
Haines, Juneau, Douglas, Petersburg, Tenakee & 
Ketchikan, etc. etc.  While that is quite possible I 
will not be half as happy to see Dan carry them as 
Cash is in anticipation that Marquam will carry 
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them!  The Marquam forces, of course, have a 
large campaign fund of Cannery money - and it is 
possible they may elect their man but I do not yet 
believe it. 

Recd. telegram from Dan today asking me to  
come to Ketchikan & speak Friday night.  I 
answered saying I would come.  I am amused at 
Valentine.  He prepared a speech thinking he was 
going to preside at tonights 

Diary 37, 1926 
October 25-26 

25 
meeting - but they asked Henry Roden to preside - 
then Val. insisted that he be allowed to speak - but 
they refused to let him do that.  Poor Val. he is 
making a fool of himself. 

-26- 
The Marquam meeting was noisy & vicious.  
Valentine spent half an hour denouncing me - & 
denying that he wrote the Marquam affidavit - he 
declared I did it!  He is now telling his listeners that 
I owe him a large amount of rent & says he will 
order me out of my offices on the first of the month.  
Well, its his building & I will move, of course, if he 
orders me to - I may move before, if I can get 
rooms. 
Henry Roden, manager for Marquam in this 
division, has just been in & says Marquams threat 
to sue me for libel is a bluff - & he thinks also that 
Valentine does not intend to compel me to vacate 
my offices in his building. 

Diary 37, 1926 
October 27-28 

-27th – 
Wrote letter to Debbie for this mail.  Have ticket on 
“Yukon” and will go to Ketchikan to make a speech 
tomorrow night.  Dan telegraphed me to come & I 
am going.  Cash Cole is fighting Dan openly! 
because Dan did not appoint him Governor two 
years ago- the fool!  His father came in to see me 
today & told that he had a row with Mrs. Cole, who 
is also opposing Dan - I asked “Chips” to say 
nothing more & if they began it again just 
to walk away.  He promised me he would.  Ticket = 
$15.50  
Yukon goes out about 6 p.m. - Room 9. 

-28th - 
Arrived at Wrangell about noon.  Marquam, Roden 
& Shattuck on the SS. “Estibeth”, special 
conveyance at Wrangell.  They will speak here 
tonight, Roden with them but he got on the Yukon 
with us & went on to Ketchikan. Arrived in 

Diary 37, 1926 
October 28-29 

-28th continued. 
Ketchikan 830, went to the Ingersoll.  Dan & Paul 
are over to Metlakatla tonight. Good visit with 
McCain, Duggan & Hunt. Talked with many people 
- its a hard fight here in Ketchikan for Dan and his 
ticket. 

-29th - 
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Spent the day visiting around & getting ready for 
meeting tonight.  McCain is to preside.  Boat north 
bound left K- tonight at 8 p.m. & Will Steel went 
back to Juneau on her.  Meeting 8 p.m. at the 
“Coliseum” Theater - Before 7 oclock the house & 
gallery were full - and before meeting began hun-
dreds were turned away.  House crowded & aisles 
full - the biggest meeting possible in that building.  
Our stage was crowded with women.  Paul spoke 
first and made a good speech.  Dan next and made 
a fine clean speech.  I closed & got the greatest 
applause, but did the work of “shock troops” - just 
what I was called for - abused the other fellows. 

Diary 37, 1926 
October 30-31 

-30th – 
Our friends all think we had a most successful 
meeting last night & congratulate me, equally with 
Dan, for making a strong appeal to the voters.  
Sutherland & Paul went to the west coat of Prince 
of Wales island, after the speaking, while I must 
wait till Monday to return to Juneau. 
Had dinner this evening with the Duggans, at their 
home. 

-31st- 
Sunday.  Took walk. There are a dozen or so of 
cannerymen here - some came from Seattle - they 
are arranging to “get out the vote,” with money, 
whisky & promises of jobs. 
Had dinner tonight with the Blackman’s - he is the 
Postmaster, Mr. & Mrs. Hunt, Mrs. Dale Hunt, - 
Mrs. Blackmans sister, & myself.  It was a most 
excellent dinner. 

Diary 37, 1926 
November 1-2 

-November 1st- 
Monday night Marquam meeting to be held tonight 
at “Coliseum” Theater - they cannot possibly have 
a greater crowd than we had last Friday night. 
The “Alaska” in at noon & I will go home.  I can do 
no more, but I am satisfied with what I did do.  Left 
K- at noon, arrived at Wrangell at 10. p.m. 
Saw WD Grant who tells me he and his friends will 
give Sutherland a good majority.  Also saw John G. 
Brant, who is for Marquam & he thinks Marquam 
will win, etc. etc. 

-November 2nd.- 
Election Day.  Arrived in Juneau at 4:30 in time to 
vote, which I did for the straight Sutherland ticket.  I 
have all the time thought Marquam would carry 
both Juneau and Ketchikan because his 
organization has all the money – all the 
newspapers, all the publicity, and all the 
organization. It is money, newspapers, 

Diary 37, 1926 
November 2 

2 
publicity, and a great well organized and well paid 
group of workers - in the interest of the Seattle 
canners.  Their principal fight has been made in 
Juneau & Ketchikan, where they will probably get 
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majorities, but I certainly expect Sutherland to carry 
the Territory and be elected Delegate, though not 
by as large a majority- as he had two years ago.  
This is my judgment, before the votes are counted!! 
(Just recd. telegram from Jennie, at Enumclaw 
saying Debbie sick again & in Virginia Mason, 
Hospital, Seattle, and asking me to come soon.  
Sent telegram to Hospital - to Debbie - asking for 
report on her condition & saying I would come on 
the first boat after tomorrow). 
Midnight - Returns posted show that Dan is beaten 
in Juneau by 141 votes - they beat him in the same 
precincts two years ago by 143!  Returns show that 
he is carrying outside precincts by good majorities - 
he carries 

Diary 37, 1926 
November 2-3 

2 
Ketchikan! & many other places, and I judge from 
returns & what I know about territory that he is 
elected by from 2000 to 2500 votes.  The 
Marquamites concede his election. 

-3rd - 
Todays returns continue to boost Sutherlands 
majority - it is growing & there is no longer any 
doubt as to his election. 
Recd. telegram from Debbie saying “Am not 
seriously ill at all, nothing to worry about.”  She is 
brave and sensible - God bless her! 

The Empire tonight concedes the Election of 
Sutherland - & the Paul Legislative ticket: - 
 
[clipping] 

SUTHERLAND  
IS RETURNED  

TO CONGRESS 
Incomplete Returns Indicate 

Delegate has Carried 
All Four Divisions. 

With incomplete returns from all four Judicial 
Divisions in Alaska, but with many of the larger 
precincts reported up to 3 o’clock this afternoon, 
Delegate Dan Sutherland has been re-elected, 
winning in all four Divisions. 
 
[clipping] 

PAUL NOMINEES 
SUCCESSFUL IN 
FIRST DIVISION 

Partial Returns Indicate In- 
dependent Candidates 

Will Be Defeated. 
Diary 37, 1926 
November 3 

3 
Reports & returns from the Territory show that 
Sutherland will have probably 2000 majority. 
 
[clipping] 
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ALASKA DAILY EMPIRE, WEDNESDAY, 
NOVEMBER 3, 1926. 

ELECTION RETURNS FROM 
FIRST DIVISION 

[clipping showing returns for each candidate at 
each precinct] 

Diary 37, 1926 
November 3-5 

3 
MARQUAM LOSES  

IN FOURTH DIV.  
DELEGATE RACE 

Early Returns Indicate Suth- 
erland Leads – Dunn 

Probably Senator. 
-4th – 

Sutherlands majority in the Territory is growing.  He 
will have 1200 or more in this Div. alone, and may 
have 2500 to 3000 in the Territory.  Marquam, 
Shattuck & Roden came back to town today on 
their special boat.  The Empire is as tame as a 
whipped dog!  I am working in the office to get my 
affairs so arranged that I can go to see Debbie next 
Wednesday. 

-5- 
Marquam is here - but keeps out of sight.  Am 
working on increasing Capital Stock of the 
Wrangell Lumber & Power Co - Everything political 
quieting down.  No snow on the mountains yet! 

Diary 37, 1926 
November 6 

-6- 
Working in office as usual. 
Henry Roden assisted me today in verifying my 
accounts with Valentine & will undertake as my 
attorney to get a settlement with Valentine of my 
rent matters - & Vals. act. for what he (Val) claims 
he spent for my campaign in 1908 to 1916!  Of 
course I do not owe him anything for that, but he is
so viciously mad at me that he is denouncing me 
for refusing to pay him about $800. which he 
claims for such expenditures.  Henry will undertake 
to go over the accounts with Grover C. Winn, who 
is acting for Valentine, and try and agree on a 
settlement.  I will not pay any such outlawed 
accounts.  He kept them secret - or rather did not 
make any such claim - for 18 years for the oldest, 
and 10 years for the most recent.  I never did 
authorize him to make accounts against myself & I 
do not believe he ever paid out any such sums!  Its 
a fraud. 

Diary 37, 1926 
November 7-8 

-7th – 
[clipping] 

THE ALASKA FISHERMAN 
Election Returns From First Division 

{Election – 1926.} 
[clipping showing returns for each candidate at 
each precinct] 
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Sunday.  A gloomy sort of a day, so I spent it in the 
office correcting Ms. Mt. McKinley. 

8- 
Getting ready to go to Seattle tomorrow night.  
Recd. a letter from Jennie in todays mail telling me 
about Debbies illness & promising to look after her 
until I get there.  Bless her heart. 
On election day V.A. Paine, Commissioner in 
Juneau brought one Kerberger, a resident of Kake 
to the polls in the 1st precinct and procured him to 
“swear in” his vote when challenged.  Russell the 
watcher who challenged Kerberger is preparing 
affidavits setting up the facts & will present copies 
to both Judge Reed & Shoup, and ask for Paines 
removal and the prosecution of both of them.  I am 
also told today that Henry Roden, who presided at 
the Marquam meetings & N.0. Hardy then 
candidate for the Legislature did the same thing at 
Ketchikan and that both will be reported for 
violation of the law. 

Diary 37, 1926 
November 9 

-9th - 
I have had trouble today to get a settlement of my 
rent account for the offices with Emery Valentine, 
but with Henry Rodens assistance finally got it 
arranged: I Paid him the sum of $129.00 and got a 
receipt to date for the rent.  He still claims 
something like $800, against me for money he 
claims he expended for me in the political 
campaign of 1908 - to 1916, - pure bunk & a fraud.  
Of course it is all barred by the Statute of 
Limitations, but I would pay it even then if I owed it 
- which I do not. 
Dinner tonight with Mr. & Mrs. W.G. Smith, Ter. 
Treasurer - Lockie & Mrs. McKinnon & Donald 
present - a very good dinner. 
Have my ticket & will leave Juneau in the morning 
early for Seattle, where I will stay with Debbie till 
she is well again.  I have asked Roden to look after 
my law matters until I return. 

Diary 37, 1926 
November 10-11 

-10th – 
We left Juneau this morning - “Alaska” about 6 
a.m.  Found many of my friends from Anchorage & 
the Fairbanks country onboard & they seemed glad 
to see me again.  Alex, Capewell, who ran the 
Model Restaurant at Fairbanks for many years, 
Milo Kelly from Anchorage, Jack Price, miner from 
Nizina, and many others.  Coppernoll, U.S. Dist. 
Atty. from Valdez is on board going to Washington 
to secure appointment as Dist Judge!!  All are 
talking about the result of the elections & generally 
seem pleased that Dan is elected. 

-11th - 
At Ketchikan at noon.  Called on Duggan & 
McCain. Talked with them about some business 
matters& also politics.  Saw Senator Hunt & Mrs. 
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H. & visited half an hour. Bob Heckman & a lot of 
people from Ketchikan filled the boat.  Al. Beat, of 
Anchorage is a 

Diary 37, 1926 
November 11-13 

11 
prospector & hunter & has been in and around the 
Knik river mountains a great deal.  he tells me has 
seen the “ibex” which Jack Renner told Hal. Evarts 
& me about, & he says it is a veritable animal, with 
long straight horns - neither a goat nor a sheep.  
He suggested that I write to “Tex”, Cobb, of 
Matanuska, for information about it. 

-12th – 
Queen Charlottes Sound.  Everything on the boat 
pleasant & agreeable. 
Bob Heckman, Jack Price, Al. Beat & Dave Dunbar 
are having one long drawn out game of Solo, & 
everyone in the smoking room seems to be 
enjoying it as well as they do. 

-13th - 
Gulf of Georgia - fine day - Seattle at 8 p.m. 
Harold met me & I went to the Virginia Mason 
hospital with him - Debbie is much better - and 
seems entirely out of danger! 

Diary 37, 1926 
November 14-15 

-14th – 
Sunday: After breakfast I went up to the Hospital 
and remained with Debbie until 2 oclock.  She 
seemed tired & I did not go back.  Harold and one 
of his cousins from Enumclaw came in to see her.  
I read the papers to her - her eyes are inflamed & 
she cannot read - but she enjoyed talking about the 
Alaska election & seemed pleased at the part I 
took in it - which is a relief to me!  Staid in the Hotel 
all afternoon slept a good deal - I was very tired 
from my trip. 

-15th - 
Debbie had to have three teeth extracted today - 
they were strong, well rooted & hard to pull - the 
dentist had to break them into parts & take the 
parts out separately.  She could not take an 
anaesthetic, but only a local, and is very sore and 
sick in consequence.  My admiration for her 

Diary 37, 1926 
November 15 

15 
courage and endurance almost equals my love for 
her.  I engaged a special nurse to stay with her 
tonight, for I cannot stay. 
Had lunch with Chas. D. Miller, today, & afternoon I 
took Mr. Knight, from Anchorage over to talk to 
him.  Knight is President of the First National Bank 
of Anchorage & a conductor on the Govt. Ry. & 
otherwise a fine man, and a strong friend of 
Sutherlands.  He is going to Washington to stay 
three months to do some work in securing the 
removal of the seat of the District Court from 
Valdez to Anchorage & I wanted him to know 
Miller!  I also had a talk with Heckman, from 
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Ketchikan & Ed. Russell, - about politics.  I tried to 
convince H. that the Alaska Canners were wasting 
much time & money following Faulkner & 
Robertson in Alaskan politics - He is convinced, but 
seems unable to suggest a way out of their 
difficulties: Heckman 

Diary 37, 1926 
November 15-16 

15 
insists that it was my generalship & speechmaking 
that enabled Dan & the Paul legislative ticket to 
carry S.E. Alaska, - & Marquams bad reputation - 
with he says I destroyed!  I tried to get into his mind 
that the Canners ought to be friends and not 
enemies of the people of Alaska, and ought to quit 
paying Faulkner - Troy, et. al. money to fight the 
people etc.  I do not know whether they can 
understand or not! but they will get defeated every 
time they carry on such a campaign as they did this 
fall. 

-16th - 
Debbie was very sore & sick last night, but is much 
better today.  Had Jennie & Mr. Allen to dinner with 
me at the Frye & I then went with Allen to hear 
Stefansson lecture about the Arctic & its 
explorations. 
Really, I was not impressed! 

Diary 37, 1926 
November 17-19 

-17th – 
Debbie is getting better but slowly.  Nothing today.  
Wrote letters to Senator Norris, about conditions in 
Alaska.  Letter recommending Miller, also. 

-18th – 
Went over to Tacoma this morning.  Conferred with 
Hopping & Winder about my property for sale, & 
about finances if I needed money. 
Afternoon I hunted up Mrs. Lusk, the half-breed 
Indian daughter of Geo. Harkrader & talked to her 
about the Coal claim, etc. 
Promised to write to her about making me a Q.C. 
deed - or to come & see her again.  Came back to 
Seattle on 3 p.m. Interurban train.  Went up to see 
Debbie - think she is getting better - but very 
slowly.  Mrs. Patton of Hoquiam is at the Frye & I 
had a nice visit with her this evening. 

-19th - 
Debbie is not so well - She is suffering greatly and 
has developed a temperature.  I am afraid she is 
worse than I thought: 

Diary 37, 1926 
November 20-23 

-20th – 
Debbie is very sick - her face is badly swollen, & 
she is suffering with a complication of ills. 

-21st- 
Debbie is no better, and yet I think the crisis is 
passed - the doctor thinks so, too, and I hope for 
better appearances tomorrow.  Jennie came from 
Enumclaw today & will remain tomorrow.  Had 
dinner with Jen at the Olympic tonight.  Debbie 
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cannot have us in her room for more than a few 
minutes, & we are obliged to let her sleep. 

-22nd – 
Debbie seems drowsy & the doctor tells me he has 
given her something to make her sleep - she 
seems very nervous, and the median is quieting 
her down.  She has slept all day. 

-23rd - 
At 3 o’clock this morning the nurse called me from 
the Hospital & asked me to come.  When I reached 
there Debbie seemed much worse - unconscious 
and has remained so from that moment. 

Diary 37, 1926 
November 23 

-23rd continued- 
She remained unconscious all day - and passed 
away at 7 p.m. without ever regaining 
consciousness.  She was asleep all day yesterday 
& until the end, she did not seem to suffer - just 
finally ceased to breath & her poor weary, sick and 
sore life ended.  She has been an invalid since 
Howards death in 1901 - for 25 years, yet she was 
the most courageous, uncomplaining and loyal 
woman I have ever known.  We have been married 
since Oct. 17, 1880 - more than 46 years.  During 
our whole married life I never knew her to do an 
immodest act - nor to utter a vulgar sentence.  She 
was clean in mind and body - and always acted 
from a sense of justice and cleanliness.  She was 
fearless in the defense of what she thought was 
right.  Whatever I may be credited with doing that is 
good or worthy the greater part was hers. 

Diary 37, 1926 
November 23-24 

23d – continued 
I sent telegrams to Senator Forest J. Hunt, 
Ketchikan, Lockie McKinnon, Juneau, & Charles E. 
Taylor, Fairbanks, tonight, saying: 

“Mrs. Wickersham died tonight at the Virgin 
Mason Hospital   she did not suffer but quietly 
fell asleep and never wakened.  She will be 
buried by the side of her sons in the Tacoma 
Cemetery. 

-24th - 
Sent Dan Sutherland, Wash. D.C. copy above 
telegram.  Went over to Tacoma today with Jennie 
& Harold, to inspect our cemetery lot, and 
determine where to bury Debbie.  She expressly 
asked many times to be cremated - my sister May 
asked the same - and her urn was placed in 
Mothers coffin when she died - but mother was not 
cremated.  I shall submit to Darrells wishes, though 
I shall ask him to permit cremation as his Mother 
so often requested. 

Diary 37, 1926 
November 25 

-25th - 
Darrell came this morning on the 6:30 Shasta 
Limited: Harold & I met him at the train.  After 
breakfast we went out to the Bonney - Watson 
funeral parlors and he saw his mother.  She looked 
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as if she were only asleep, and might waken.  He 
was greatly relieved to be told that she did not 
suffer but went to sleep to rest, and sank into a 
comatose state and never awakened.  He feared 
she would suffer - hut was glad she did not. 

After much inquiry and telegraphing to Victoria  
we found Bishop Rowe at Richmond Beach, and 
he promised to conduct the funeral ceremonies for 
us - Really I wanted Dr. S. Hall Young, the old 
Pioneer parson, Presbyterian but he is in New York 
& I am very glad the Bishop is here - for he knew 
Debbie as well as Dr. Young.  Recd. many 
telegrams of sympathy and many Alaskans called 
personally.  Tonights early issue of the Post 
Intelligencer of the morning paper has a nice note 
of the funeral services (see next page). 

Diary 37, 1926 
November 26 

November 26, 1926. 
[clipping] 

Alaska Weekly, Nov 26, 1926 
SUMMONED 
BY DEATH 

Beloved Wife of James Wick- 
ersham, After Lingering 

Illness, Is Called 
to Rest 

Mrs. Wickersham, beloved wife of Judge James 
Wickersham of Alaska, passed away at the Virginia 
Mason hospital, Seattle, Tuesday, following a 
prolonged illness.  The funeral was held Friday 
afternoon and was attended by many friends of the 
departed, among them many Alaskans. 

Judge Wickersham, the grieving husband, is one 
of the best known men of Alaska, going to the 
Northland as a federal judge in 1900.  Serving on 
the bench there for many years, the distinguished 
jurist was elected delegate to congress from the 
territory, serving in that capacity for many years.  
Due to her delicate health, Mrs. Wickersham had 
not been able to live in Alaska since the judge had 
resumed his private law practice and made his 
headquarters at Juneau, but made her home in 
Southern California.  She was suffered from lung 
trouble, which ultimately claimed her.  She is 
survived by her husband and son. 

The deepest sympathy from Alaskans and former 
Alaskans goes out to Judge Wickersham in this 
sad hour, when his beloved helpmate is taken from 
him. 

 
Post Intelligencer: 
 
[clipping] 

Rites Today For 
Mrs. Wickersham 

Funeral services for Mrs. James Wickersham, 
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wife of James Wickersham, former federal judge 
and delegate to congress from Alaska, will be held 
at the funeral parlors of Bonney-Watson and 
Company this afternoon at two-o’clock. 

Mrs. Wickersham was for twenty years a leader 
in women’s affairs of the North and a resident of 
Washington, D.C. for twelve years during the terms 
of congress.  Beside Judge Wickersham, who 
hurried to the side of his wife from Juneau, Mrs. 
Wickersham leaves a son, Darrow P. Wickersham 
of San Francisco, who was with his mother at the 
last. 

Bishop Rowe will officiate at the services. 
 
Debbies funeral today at 2 p.m. Bishop Rowe, 
of Alaska, read the services for the dead. Her 
Alaska and Washington friends carried her coffin 
with beautiful flowers. 
Jont. Crouch, and Iva?? and Jonts present wife 
were there.  Aunt Kate Wickersham & Minnie, 
Jennie and Harold, and Frank and his wife, Harry 
my brother Ralph Merrills family - Ralph is in 
Alaska.  Ms. A.F. McClaine, from Spokane and 
Mrs. Fred Olds, and Mave, and crowds of our 
friends. 
When we kissed her dear face - Darrell & I, good 
bye it seemed as if she were asleep and must 
wake.  For more than 46 years - since October 27, 
1880, she has been my loving wife, and now she’s 
gone. 
After the funeral. ceremony Darrell & I came home 
with Jennie W. Hanson, Enumclaw, and will remain 
here until Monday. 

Diary 37, 1926 
November 27 

-27th – 
[clipping] 
ALASKA DAILY EMPIRE, FRIDAY, NOV 26, 1926. 

MRS. WICKERHSAM  
PASSES AWAY IN  

SEATTLE HOSPITAL 
Former Resident of Juneau 

and Fairbanks Is Dead 
-Sufferer for Years. 

Mrs. James Wickersham, wife of Judge James 
Wickersham, died in a Seattle hospital last 
Wednesday after an illness of several months, 
according to  word received here by friends of the 
family.  Interment will be made in Tacoma where 
two of her sons are buried. 

Mrs. Wickersham is survived by her husband and 
son, Lieut. Commander Darien [Darrell] 
Wickersham, U.S. Navy, Retired, who resides 
at San Francisco.  Judge Wickersham, who left 
here two weeks ago, was with his Wife when the 
end came. 

Mrs. Wickersham had been a sufferer for several 
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years from asthma.  She spent the early part of the 
summer this year in California and later came north 
to Enumclaw, Wash. where she visited with a sister 
of her husband until a few weeks ago, when she 
was taken to a Seattle hospital. About two weeks 
ago word was receive from there that her condition 
had become aggravated and Judge Wickersham 
left at once for Seattle to be with her. 

She was about 65 or 66 years of age. A native of 
Rochester, Ill. her marriage to Judge Wickersham 
occurred in Rochester October 27, 1880. Her 
maiden name was Deborah S. Bell.  Immediately 
they came to the Pacific Coast and established 
their home in Tacoma where they resided until 
1900 when Judge Wickersham was appointed on 
the Federal bench in Alaska and they have 
maintained their residence in the Territory since 
that time. 
Much of that time was spent in Fairbanks, where, 
in addition to being Judge of the U.S. District Court 
for the Fourth Division, Judge Wickersham had 
property interests.  With his election in 1908 to 
Congress as Delegate from Alaska, Mrs. 
Wickersham accompanied her husband there.  
Until 1921, most of the time in the intervening 
years was spent by her in Washington where she 
made many friends.  Since 1921 Judge and Mrs. 
Wickersham have made their home in this city. 
 
Cards of those sending flowers to Debbie: 
Mr. & Mrs. James Frawley, Mrs. Hermit Lang, Mr. 
& Mrs. Ira D. Orton, Mr. & Mrs. J. H. Young, Mr. 
James P. Daly, Mr. & Mrs. J. Lomen & family, Mr. 
Otto Olson & Mifs Edith Olson - Nome, Mr. & Mrs. 
W.B. Ballon (Rampart), Mrs. Charles Morton (Genl. 
Morton) , Mrs. Poindexter’s sister), Dan W Bass & 
P.H. Watt (Frye Hotel), Mr. & Mrs. J.R. Heckman, 
Ketchikan; Capt. C. J. Stewart, Mr. & Mrs. Fred A. 
Olds & Mave, Tacoma; Dr. De Vighne, Dr. Smith, 
and Dr. McKinnon; Mr. & Mrs. J.W. Maxwell, & Mr. 
& Mrs. W.J. Thompson, Enumclaw; Mr. & Mrs. R.J. 
McChesney and Mr. & Mrs. E.C. Russell 
(Alaskans); Mr. & Mrs. Dan A Sutherland, 
Washington, D.C.; Mr. & Mrs. D.D. Mills, Mr. & Mrs. 
Charles H. Miller; Officers Wrangell Lumber & 
Power Co. Wrangell, Alaska; Mr. & Mrs. A.S. 
Nickerson; Pioneer Igloo & Ladies Auxiliary of 
Ketchikan, Alaska (A.L. Tobin, Trustee); Mr. & Mrs. 
Will H. Southard; Edward W. Allen, A.R. Hilen, 
W.E. Froude, (Seattle); Mr. & Mrs. E.R. Peoples, 
Fairbanks. 

Diary 37, 1926 
November 27 

27 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Montgomery, Lake & Minie 
France; A.W. Winden, J.M. Harshberger, & Wm P. 
Hopping; Mrs. Saran McMillan Patton, Hoquiam; 
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Officers Dexter Horton National Bank, Seattle; Mr. 
& Mrs. John Biglow (Fairbanks); Jennie, Helen, 
Harold & Lucille; Glen C. Barttell ( Juneau); Mrs. 
Chamberlain; Mr. & Mrs. Alvah Eames; Mrs. A.F. 
McClaine, Spokane; Edna & Axel Hanson; Mr. & 
Mrs. Frank Hanson; Mr. & Mrs. J.A. Anderson, and 
Mr. & Mrs. McKinnon; Mr. & Mrs. E. R. Olson.  The 
above names are taken from the cards attached to 
the masses of flowers. 

Went to Buckley with Darrell - called on good 
Aunt Kate - whom I did not see at the funeral 
yesterday, but who was there notwithstanding her 
more than 83 years! 
Johnt. Crouch is also that same age.  Uncle Tom 
looks well but is helpless - though he is active in 
mind, he is helpless on account of his weak legs. 
Darrell. Jen & I had dinner with A.G. Hanson & 
wife, Enumclaw. 

Diary 37, 1926 
November 28-29 

-28- 
Sunday.  At Jennie’s, Enumclaw.  Harry came to 
dinner with us.  Rested quietly. Called on all the 
Hanson family. 

-29th - 
This forenoon Darrell, Jen & I, examined into 
Debbie’s trunk, etc.  She had $200. which I took.  
Gave Jen Debbies sunburst, Jane one of her rings, 
and divided her other small jewelry etc. with other 
members of the family.  Darrell & I will go to 
Tacoma this afternoon to choose a grave stone & 
arrange to have it placed over her - Debbie, 
Howard. & Arthur.  Darrell & I went to Tacoma - we 
first stopped at our farm - for I very much wished 
Darrell to see it, which he did fully.  We then went 
to Tacoma & saw Hopping & Winden.  Also 
inspected tombstones but I did not make a final 
choice, but will come back tomorrow & go out to 
the cemetery & then determine just what to get.  I 
shall complete the grave surroundings before I 
leave for Alaska, and while Darrell is here.  Back to 
Jen’s for the night. 

Diary 37, 1926 
November 30 

-30th - 
Jen, Darrell & I came down to Tacoma and I 
purchased a grave stone $450. and went out to the 
cemetery & arranged for the burial.  We have 
permitted Debbies body to be cremated, according 
to her expressed wish (my sister May was also 
cremated by her wish), and I have instructed the 
sexton to excavate the graves of Arthur and 
Howard, my sons, and place their ashes in a 
receptacle; there will need to be a concrete base 
about 4 feet wide and five feet long, reaching five 
feet in the ground, and Debbie’s urn, and the urn 
with the boys ashes will be placed in this concrete 
base, and a granite base will stand on that, and 
then the gravestone will stand on that. 
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One side of the grave stone will carry Debbies 
name with that of the boys, and all their dates, with 
a place for mine.  The other side may be used by 
Darrell & Jane if they wish to be buried there - 
where there is plenty of room, for my lot is about 24 
ft. square.  My father, mother & sister Clyde are 
now buried there; Back to Frye Hotel Seattle. 
Jen remained to dinner with us. 

Diary 37, 1926 
December 1-2 

-Dec. 1st- 
Remained at Seattle - Frye Hotel - Darrell had 
some work to do, and I went to the bank & over my 
accounts.  Also saw George T. Myers about 
Harkrader Coal mine - and discussed with him the 
idea of purchasing the other half & organizing the 
industry.  He was mildly interested, and I am to 
write to him setting out my plan of organization. 

-Dec. 2nd.- 
Darrell & I take good long walks - wrote letter to 
Myers today about coal organization.  Last night 
Judge Charles E. Miller, Darrell and I sent telegram 
to Sutherland, Wash. D.C. or rather I signed & sent 
the telegram though the others were present & 
approved it, in which I again endorsed Miller for a 
judgeship in Alaska, and consented, in answer to 
Dans letter, to accept one of the judgeships if 
offered to me - but will not become a candidate for 

Diary 37, 1926 
December 1 

2 
it in the sense of making any effort or struggle to 
secure the appointment. 
Of course thats a poor way to play the political 
game, but I feel poorly about it, and decline to play 
any other way.  I really do not want any office, and 
feel very much as if I want to be let alone.  I 
specially asked Dan not to be embarrassed by my 
friends or by the thought that I wished to have an 
office.  I permitted Darrell and Miller to force me 
into even acquiescence. 
Have my ticket to go home on Saturday.  Visited 
Allen today with Darrell & talked business.  Hope 
Darrell will employ Allen’s firm as attorneys for his 
Ins. Co. - Marine.  We will go over to Tacoma 
tomorrow to bury Debbies urn with Howards & 
Arthurs in the common grave & set the stone being 
now prepared for that purpose.  I want to go back 
to Alaska as soon as that last act is done. 

Diary 37, 1926 
December 3 

-3rd - 
Jennie & Harold came down to Seattle early this 
morning, & Darrell & I went in their automobile to 
the Bonney-Watson undertaking establishment and 
got Debbies urn, and went to the Tacoma 
cemetery.  The sexton and the Pac. Mont. people 
had already excavated Rewards & Arthurs graves 
& gathered their ashes into a receptacle - they had 
also built a base of concrete between their two 
graves, five feet deep and almost that square, laid 
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their bones in a hollow space on top and covered 
them with a marble slab.  They left a similar space 
for Debbies urn, which we placed in it & a slab was 
laid in concrete over it.  We then left the cemetery 
& went riding out on the prairie - near Lakeview 
and the Steilacoom Lake in an hour we returned to 
the cemetery.  The stone masons & concrete men 
had laid the base stone over the top of the 
concrete and on that had placed the black grave 
stone with the inscriptions, and were 

Diary 37, 1926 
December 3-4 

3 
finished when we returned, and the work was 
finished, except cleaning up the ground which they 
were doing.  I paid the sextons bill and we went 
back to Tacoma.  After lunch Darrell & I had a talk 
with Hopping and Winden about the property on 
the Reservation, after which I went to the office of 
the monument maker and paid him $450.00 for the 
stone, concrete, etc. in full.  We then came back to 
Seattle.  Jennie took a room here at the Frye, 
where Darrell & I have rooms, while Harold went 
back home.  After dinner we talked till bedtime - 
Left a call for 7 a.m. boat goes at 9 a.m. 

-4th - 
Had breakfast with Jen and Darrell, and went to the 
boat with them - The Alameda sailed at 9 a.m.  
Sorry to leave Darrell and Jennie on the dock - and 
sorrier to go back to Alaska without Debbie.  We 
sailed from this same dock on July 2, 1900, with 
Howard 

Diary 37, 1926 
December 4 

4 
on our first trip to the north country - and now - 
nearly 70 years old, I am going back alone.  I shall 
make Alaska my home until my days are ended. 
Before quitting Seattle Darrell & I went to the 
Dexter Horton Nat. Bank and I gave him there a list 
of my bonds on deposit, and made him a general 
statement of what property I own, so he will know 
where things are and how situated in case of my 
death.  Some of my friends tell me there were a 
great many Alaskans at Debbies funeral - some 
200 or more - many who did not send flowers but 
came personally. I have a comfortable room & 
berth.  Mr. & Mrs. Van Orsdale, and others I know 
are on board.  One of the most interesting is Joe 
Walters, a miner, prospector and an old Alaskan.  
Am quite tired & slept all afternoon.  Tonight we are 
in the Gulf of Georgia - weather warm & fine. 

Diary 37, 1926 
December 5-6 

-5th – 
Crossed Queen Charlottes - calm. 

Joe Walters has entertained me for hours with 
the stories of his prospecting trips in Alaska, 
especially on the Copper river & on the Yenta, 
where he tells me there are great deposits of high 
grade coal, - 60 or more feet thick, exposed ad 
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easily quarried. 
Zeigler, attorney from Ketchikan is on board. He 
informs me that he and Mayor Sanborn of the 
Episcopal Church, went to Washington to 
represent the cannery companies who wish to 
secure a renewal of their lease on the Metlakatla 
island reserved fisheries, and not to support Reed, 
Shoup, & Ritchie. 

-6th - 
Crossed Dixon’s Entrance this forenoon and will be 
in Ketchikan by noon. 
Van Orsdal wants me to stop off at Wrangell & 
assist the Wrangell Lumber & Power Co. to 
arrange their reorganization affairs. 

Diary 37, 1926 
December 6-7 

6th – continued. 
Our boat remained at Ketchikan four hours. 
Senator Hunt informed me that Judge Reed 
removed Paine from office of Com. at Juneau, on 
Jim Russells office alleging election fraud with 
Kerberger, and the Grand Jury indicted both Paine 
& Kerberger!  That will throw the fear of the law into 
that class of official scamps - even if he is cleared.  
Spent an hour with Duggan & McCain - the latter is 
going to Juneau on the “Alameda,” this afternoon.  
Have made partial arrangements with Van Orsdal 
and Joe Walters to go to the Skwentna in May and 
June - to look over oil and coal prospects there.  
Van Orsdal & his party leave us at Wrangell. 

-7th - 
John Grant & Van Orsdal woke me up at Wrangell 
to talk business. - Matheson Est. & Wrangell Mill 
Co.  Early this forenoon we entered Wrangell 
Narrows, Petersburg - saw Louis Paul - he 
promised to pay me $150. immediately on Act. 
Hogue Estate.  Saw Ohmer & he will assist me to 
collect from 

Diary 37, 1926 
December 7-10 

7 
John Adams & wife.  Will reach Juneau about 
midnight.  Have understanding with Joe Walters to 
go with him & Van Orsdal to the upper Yentna 
River to see coal & oil in May & June.  Arrived at 
Juneau at midnight.  Mr. & Mrs. Rustgard kindly 
met me at the wharf & I rode to the Hotel in their 
automobile. 

-8th – 
Worked in the office all day - trying to get 
correspondence opened and arranged.  Court in 
session but I did not go near.  Some criminal cases 
on trial - nothing. 

-9- 
Finished sending cards to all those who sent 
flowers to Debbies funeral and letters or telegrams 
of sympathy to me. 

-10- 
Busy getting stenographer writing letters. 
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Have office clean & warm again - things going 
along as usual. 

Diary 37, 1926 
December 10-14 

10 
You have to go away from home to hear the news 
about yourself. 
 
[clipping] 

{Alaska Weekly, Seattle, Dec 3, 1926} 
WICKERSHAM  
IS CANDIDATE 

Will Seek Seat on the Federal 
Bench in Alaska, Probably 

in the First or the  
Third Division 

Hon. James Wickersham, former federal judge and 
former delegate to congress from Alaska, is a 
candidate for a judgeship in the territory.  What 
judicial district he will apply for cannot be 
ascertained, but it is supposed that it will be either 
the First or the Third divisions, as Judge Lomen, of 
the Second, and Judge Clegg, of the Fourth, have 
been reappointed, and are not likely to be 
disturbed. 
Judge Wickersham, during the long illness of his 
beloved wife, never felt free to seek a suicidal 
office since he retired from the delegateship, 
because it was not possible for her to live in the 
territory. 

-11th – 
Same as usual in office. 

-12th – 
Spent most of the day going through Debbies trunk 
in office sorting out things to send to Darrell.  
Dinner in the evening with the Kashaverofs - Mifs 
Hance, of the National Red Cross Society present.  
Good dinner & pleasant evening. 

-13th – 
Busy in office as usual. 

-14th - 
In office as usual.  Dr. W.H. Chase of Cordova 
passed tonight on the boat to Cordova.  Has been 
in Wash. D.C.  Says Sutherland spent 2 hours 
talking with Pres. Coolidge before he left Wash, 
and seems confident he will get things arranged to 
his satisfaction etc. etc.  I am afraid Dan did most 
of the talking! 

Diary 37, 1926 
December 15-18 

-15- 
[clipping] 

Alaska Weekly, Friday, December 17, 1926 
RUSTGARD IN THE FIRST AND 
WICKERSHAM IN THE THIRD IS 

PROBABLE SLATE FOR JUDGES 
Responsible Man Who Was Himself Applicant, Is 

Advised by  

J:\hist_docs\wickersham\ASL-MS0107-6-37.doc 



Alaska State Library - Historical Collections, PO Box 110571, Juneau AK 99811-0571 
Diary of James Wickersham. Aug. 24, 1926 to July 5, 1927. 
MS 107 BOX 6 DIARY 37 
 

Washington City Supporters That Department of 
Justice 

Has Decided on Successors to Judges Reed and 
Ritchie, and That Harry G. McCain, Ketchikan 

Lawyer, Will Get the U.S. Attorneyship in  
First – Appointments To Be Made 
Soon After New Year Ushered In 

John Rustgard of Juneau, for federal judge in the 
First judicial district of Alaska; Hon, James 
Wickersham, of Juneau, for federal judge in the 
Third judicial district of Alaska, and Harry G. 
McCain, of Ketchikan, for United States district 
attorney in the First judicial district of Alaska. 

This is the slate that has been arranged by the 
department of justice in Washington, D.C., and 
those composing it will be appointed after the New 
Year is ushered in, unless the slate is broken 
before that time. 

This is the information that reaches The Alaska 
Weekly from a wellknown, responsible man, who 
was himself an applicant for one of these positions, 
whose name, for obvious reasons, is withheld.  
This man secured his information as to the slate 
from his backers in the national capital, who 
notified him that further efforts, on their part, in his 
behalf are useless, as the department of justice 
had looked into the qualifications of 
the three applicants tentatively selected, and is 
satisfied with their records, all having served, at 
one time or another, under the department of 
justice. 

Mr. Rustgard is now serving his second elective 
term as Attorney General for Alaska.  Before that, 
he served as United States district attorney in the 
First Division.  He is a wellknown Alaskan, who 
pioneered in Nome, in the early days of that placer 
camp.  There he served as mayor and as city 
attorney. 

Judge Wickersham, one of the best known men 
thoughout all Alaska, served as a federal judge for 
many years, up to the time he was elected 
delegate to congress from the territory. 

Mr. McCain is a member of the law firm of 
Duggan & McCain, in Ketchikan.  When Mr. 
Duggan served as U.S. district attorney in the Third 
division, Mr. McCain was his chief assistant. 
 
Busy securing data about a saltery location at 
Halibut Cove for Wright Fronde, Allen & Hilen: 
Seattle. 
Busy as usual in office. 
Employed Mifs Virginia Jessup as stenographer - 
am to pay her $60. per month - to work from 1 p.m. 
to 5 each working day. 
Senator Steel, Representative Wm L. Paul & our 
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mutual friend Harry G. McCain come into my office 
every evening & work on the Controller Bill & other 
bills for the next legislative session.  Paul & 
McClain are attending court – Steel resides here. 

-16th – 
Busy in office as usual. 

-17- 
Working in office on law cases - nothing unusual. 
Sending our Christmas cards, also, & letters. 

-18th - 
In court on motions - over till Wednesday morning. 
Stenog. busy copying Mss. 

Diary 37, 1926 
December 19-20 

-19th – 
Spent the day sorting out Debbies clothes, & the 
mass of linens etc. prepared by her.  Am sending 
most of it to Darrell & Jane, also her spoons - 
spoons that she collected from every town from 
Nome to New York - I will keep these - but the 
spoons Darrell sent her on his tour with the U.S. 
Fleet, Roosevelts Orders, from every port, I am 
sending to Darrell & Jane. A melancholy duty, But 
has to be done. 
A rainy Sunday - snow coming down. 

-20- 
Working on Motion to Strike & Demurrers in the 
case of Bowersox v Behrends.  It must be argued 
on Wednesday morning. I have seen two or three 
letters from Sutherland saying he does not know 
what President Coolidge will do about Alaskan 
appointments.  I fear Dan is not standing well with 
the Coolidge Administration - &  may not have the 
influence in matters we hoped for! 

Diary 37, 1926 
December 21-23 

-21- 
Busy preparing to argue Motion to Strike & 
Demurrers in Bowersox v Behrends tomorrow.  
Sent trunk (crated) to Darrell filled with his mothers 
keepsakes, etc.  Wrote him a letter & sent receipt - 
bill of lading. 
McCain & Paul, who have been around the office 
for 10 days while attending court, went home 
today.  During their presence here we have, with 
Senator Wm A. Steel, discussed the work of the 
next Legislature. 

-22nd – 
Argued motions & demurrers in Bowersox v. 
Behrends Bank, bankruptcy case before Judge 
Reed.  Robertson contra: Reed took case under 
advisement.  Writing letters in answer cards from 
friends wishing Merry Christmas, etc. 

-23rd- 
Busy finishing up correspondence & sending cards 
to friends. 
Snowing and looks like a beautiful covering for 
Christmas. 
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Diary 37, 1926 
December 24 

-24th - 
I will go to Judge Rustgards for dinner tonight and 
to Lockie McKinnons for tomorrow night.  Dr & Mrs. 
DeVighne also invited me to dinner tomorrow but of 
course I cannot go.  Snowing & the trees look like 
real Christmas trees. 
Am sending my friend and co-bibliographer Edward 
N. Allen, of Seattle, as a Christmas present, a copy 
of Tyzhnov’s Aleutian-Kodiak primer of 1848.  I am 
sure he will enjoy and appreciate it.  Judge 
Bunnell, president of the Fairbanks Ag. Col. & Sch. 
of Mines just called:  We talked Bibliography & “big 
bones,” - the bones & tusks of the mammoth etc. in 
the Fairbanks mines.  A most excellent dinners the 
Rustgards - at 11:35 we went to midnight mass at 
the Episcopal Church - good singing and an 
interesting meeting generally.  Took Biblio Ms. for 
Mrs. Rustgard & him to examine. 

Diary 37, 1926 
December 25-26 

-25- 
Slept until noon today tired and worn.  Recd. many 
Christmas cards from my friends in Juneau, - & two 
nice neckties from Darrell & Jane.  Sent Jen $4325 
to pay for presents which Debbie had ordered for 
Darrell - Jane, and for Helen.  Dinner with the 
McKinnon’s, - a nice home dinner.  Besides the 
family, there were present W.G. Smith, Ter. Treas. 
and Billy Bosch, who was always so kind in 
sending his nicest flowers to Mrs. Wickersham 
while she was sick at the Zynda Hotel. 

-26th - 
A rainy Sunday.  The snow is gradually 
disappearing, and its a bad raw day.  Am going 
over the Ms. of “Old Yukon Trails” today and 
adding some material.  Also writing letters - Have 
received many more cards from friends am 
attending to them. 
Some good letters of appreciation of Debbie, too. 

Diary 37, 1926 
December 27-29 

-27- 
Working in the office as usual. 
Many more letters & cards of sympathy, etc. 

-28th – 
Same as usual in the office: Stenographer finished 
rewriting - retyping many pages of “Old Yukon 
Trails” - the new title to my trip to McKinley, Mt. in 
1903, etc.  I will now secure the photographs for 
illustrations & try it on Robt. Clarke etc. Cincinnati. 

-29th - 
Very busy in office today - correspondence. 
Recd. copy of “The Columbia Unveiled” by M.J. 
Lorraine - being a description of his trip down the 
full length of the Columbia River, with a particular 
description of its many rapids - sent to me by Mrs. 
Sarah Patton. of Hoquiam.  I have read it &find it 
rather interesting. 
Got off a lot of mail southward, among others 
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several letters to Sutherland - one for Nye about 
the Skagway road - etc. 

Diary 37, 1926 
December 30- 
January 1, 1927 

-30th – 
Same in office as usual.  Atty. Genl Rustgard 
comes in once in a while to discuss the 
probabilities of appointments in Washington, but 
seems not to have any special information.  He 
hopes to hear results next week. 
The Empire this evening has a leading editorial on 
the appearance of the new Magazine - the Alaska 
Magazine, in which it mentions the various articles 
and authors - very nicely. 

-31st – 
Same as usual in office. 

January 1st 1927. 
Worked in office as usual, though slept late. 
Dinner tonight at Gastineau Cafe - invited my friend 
Billy Taylor, candy maker to eat with me - good 
Turkey dinner - $1.50 each, and fifty cents to the 
waitress. 
The snow has all melted off, and its raining - just 
enough to be warm & comfortable. 

Diary 37, 1927 
January 2-5 

Jan. 2, 1927 
Am adding some small finishing touches to my “Old 
Yukon Trails” - Ms. 
Sunday - but I got up late and will go for a good 
walk. 

Jan. 3 
As usual in office: 
Prepared, forwarded application to U.S. Genl Land 
Office, Anchorage, Alaska, for James McCroskey, 
for location & lease on 256- acres of oil & gas 
lands at Cape Yakataga: I paid 
1/4 cost of bond - $40.00 = 1/4 equals $10. which I 
paid 
& also 1/4 of $32. for fees - equals $8. or a total of 
$18.00, which I paid besides preparing all the 
papers, etc.  I am to have 1/4 of the proceeds - 
McCloskey agreed to it. 

-4th – 
Prepared papers in Probate case: Will of Mike 
Hirlock.  Also at work on 7th Alaska Ms. etc. 

-5th - 
Filed papers in Probate Court in the  

Diary 37, 1927 
January 5-6 

5 
estate of Mike Hirlock, etc. 
Wrote letters to Judges Lomen, Clegg & Ritchie 
asking for data to be included in the 7th Alaska 
Reports.  Also wrote a letter to Ed. R. Jessen, 
asking him to talk with Senator Howard & prevail 
on him if he can to assist us in getting the 
Controller Bill & a new Primary Election law 
through the Legislature.   
Sent my brother Franks wife a box of Debbies 
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things -she can use them. 
-6th - 

Have Begun the work on 7th Alaska, though I 
doubt if there is sufficient material for the usual 
sized volume.  If not will postpone its publication 
until this years crop of opinions make it so. 
Sent Darrell his certificate of Graduation as an 
officer at Annapolis Naval School & his 
appointment by President Roosevelt as Ensign in 
the Navy - his mother had kept them all these 
years for him. 

Diary 37, 1927 
January 7-10 

-7th – 
Preparing brief & argument on the law in the case 
of U.S. v Lynch - ejectment from tide lands in 
Ketchikan - for tomorrow. 
Also working on syllabi for 7th Alaska. 

-8th – 
Argued the law in the case of U.S. v Jennie Lynch, 
involving a tract of land in Ketchikan, before Judge 
Reed - who is hard against me in the case & will do 
all he can to defeat us - but I dont care a damn 
what he does, - for the worse it is the better, for we 
will have to appeal anyway - so let him do his 
worst! 
Worked this afternoon on the 7th Alaska. 

-9- 
Sunday.  A beautiful wintry day. 

-10- 
Working on 7th Alaska.  Found Debbies will - 
prepared Petition for Probate, sent Darrell copies & 
originals to Frank M. Harsberger, Tacoma. 

Diary 37, 1927 
January 11-12 

-11th – 
Working on 7th Alaska Ms.  Also prepared orders 
etc. in the Gagne probate case at Wrangell, for 
determination of the heirs of Gagne. 
Ford. papers to, Judge Thomas, & Benjamin, Adm. 
by mail.  Had dinner tonight with Mr. & Mrs. 
Rustgard (Atty Genl).  Present also Senator Steel, 
Representative Paul, and Judge LeFevre. 

-12th - 
Working in office on 7th Alaska, Ms. 
Recd. through mail copy decision by Judge Reed 
in Bowersox v Behrends Bank, on my motions to 
strike from Answer, and demurrer to five affirmative 
defenses.  He held with me in every point but one! 
and he is right on that - which does not help the 
Bank, but permits the defendant to stay in court 
and compel us to prove the allegations of our 
complaint. 
Beautiful clear cold weather. 

Diary 37, 1927 
January 13-15 

-13- 
Same as yesterday.  Working with Mifs Jessup on 
7th Alaska & correspondence. 
Took Senator Jensen, of Nome, to dinner. 
Went to Movie Pictures to see Rex Beachs movie 
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of “The Winds of Chance,” Pure bunk, and not 
Alaskan in any respect.  Probably made on the 
California or Nevada mountains. 

-14- 
Same as yesterday.  Harry Lucas & Allen Shattuck, 
committee to build up Juneau Chamber of 
Commerce called & asked me to join - politely 
declined to do so.  Its a mere side power controlled 
for and on the interest of the Transportation Co’s & 
the Cannery Politicians. 

-15- 
Had dinner with the Walkers - Alaska Game Com. 
present - a good dinner & a pleasant evening. 
Attended court & secured some good results.  
McKelvey, Ruby miner called.  He is just from 
Washington & thinks I may be appointed judge etc. 
Telegram from Ray, President Seward Memorial 
etc. asking me to be Honorary V.P. of Association 
and prepare a statement or prospectus to base 
Assoc. on! 

Diary 37, 1927 
January 16-17 

-16- 
A windy Sunday - Have invited Rustgards to take 
dinner with me at the Gastineau Hotel. 
Mrs. Rustgard & the Atty Genl. & Senator Wm Steel 
to dinner with me & long visit in the evening. 

-17- 
Busy as usual in office:  Ed. McKelvey, one of 
Dans friends, just from Washington says the 
President was informed that I would not accept the 
appointment as judge etc. and tonight I sent this 
telegram 

“Hon Frank B. Willis, US. Senate, Washington  
D.C. reported here that President Coolidge was 
informed that I would not accept the judgeship in 
Alaska stop could not have accepted such an 
appointment prior to my wifes death in November 
stop her death changes the situation entirely stop 
please take this telegram to the President and 
inform him that I will now accept the appointment in 
the third division if he wishes to appoint me stop I 
have read his statements about law enforcement 
strongly approve them and will make an earnest 
effort to apply them in Alaska in case 

Diary 37, 1927 
January 17 

17 
of my appointment.  James Wickersham.” 

McKelvey tells me the President spoke about the 
rumor that I would not accept, but that Dan told him 
he was authorized to say I would, whereupon the 
President said “Well, that puts a different face on 
the matter” etc. intimating that he might appoint me 
if he was assured I would take the place. 
This telegram may also strengthen Sutherland.  
Anyway I have sent it, let the result be what it may. 

Dr. W.H. Chase, Republican Divisional  
Committeeman from Cordova sent a strong 
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telegram to Hon. Wm M. Butler, Chairman Rep. 
Nat. Com. at Washington, denouncing Judge 
Ritchie for removing Comr. Thompson, at 
Anchorage - a Republican whom he personally 
highly recommended, & appointing Tom Price, 
defeated Democratic candidate for the Legislature, 
- in Thompsons place, & asking Butler to assist in 
removing Ritchie.  Also wrote Butler a letter etc.  All 
at the telegraphic request of Delegate Dan 
Sutherland. 

Diary 37, 1927 
January 18-19 

-18th – 
Same as usual in office. 
Was invited to dinner at Rustgards, but instead I 
suggested to him to invite Senator Jensen, of 
Nome.  Dr. W.H. Chase, of Cordova & Dr. Whitney 
of Fairbanks were invited & Senator Steel.  I called 
after 8 oclock & talked with them - generally & 
about politics - carefully - Jensen is from Nome, 
and is not friendly to Steel, Paul & the Sutherland - 
Republicans. 

-19th - 
I received by Express today, from Wright, Froude, 
Allen & Hilen, Seattle Attorneys, the papers, letters 
etc. in the matter of my loan of July 20, 1921, to 
Wm M. Bennett, with the return of my offer of $100. 
retaining fee- They suggest tat I make an effort to 
get results through Charles Bennett Smith, Hotel 
Lenox, Buffalo, N.Y. to whom I have this day sent 
the whole package of 

Diary 37, 1927 
January 19 

19 
correspondence with Bennett, with a proposition 
that I will give him all above $3000. if he will collect 
that much of the $5000. note for me.  I am afraid I 
will never get anything - and will be pleased to get 
$3000.  Bennett is a bankrupt scamp, - but I was a 
fool to loan him the money - so that makes it an 
even proposition! 

I had a long talk with Senator Jensen of Name  
this afternoon about supporting the “Controller Bill” 
- a bill drawn by Rustgard to reorganize the 
Territorial Government, by withdrawing the duties 
and powers imposed upon or given to Federal 
officials & bureaus in Alaska, by our Legislature, 
and imposing such duties & powers on a Territorial 
board instead, - He is non-committal - which 
means he will not do it, without he is forced to do 
so by a combination of our friends in the 
Legislature. 

Diary 37, 1927 
January 20 

-20- 
Same in office as usual. 
Recd proof on my monthly article for the “Alaska” 
Magazine “The Land of Glaciers.”  Business in the 
office is pretty good & I am working hard. 

-21st - 
The Empire announces this evening the President 
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has appointed E. Coke Hill, judge in the 3rd 
Division, and a Mr. Harding as U.S. Atty. in place of 
Arthur Shoup!!! 
E. Coke is a Democrat, a faro fiend, and a recent 
mail carrier and “dog musher” from Fairbanks to 
the Kuskokwim – but has for the last year or two 
resided in San Francisco!  The only comfort we get 
is that Ritchie & Shoup lose all, while we won half a 
victory - we got rid of them. 
Rustgard says Hill has a good idea of law - and my 
make a good judge.  I hope so for the benefit of the 
Third Division - but he certainly has always been 
one of Dan’s enemies as he was mine. 

Diary 37, 1927 
January 22-25 

-22nd – 
Same as usual in the office - worked all day on 
preparing syllabi for 7th Alaska. 

-23d- 
Recd letter from Sutherland.  He says that John 
Ballaine was in Washington & interviewed the Atty. 
Genl. & Marshall, his first assistant - who asked 
John if I would support - or was opposed to the 
Hoover fishery rules & regulations, etc.  So it 
seems as if Hoover is powerful in the matter of 
Alaskan appointments.  One never knows what 
Ballaine would say - “but I should worry”.  Dan 
seems to be discouraged, and not consulted, but at 
that he has done all he could do and ought to have 
done for the Territory. 
Sunday – and snowing: no wind. 

-24th – 
Same as yesterday – nothing new. 

-25th - 
Same.  Answering correspondence - Nothing new. 

Diary 37, 1927 
January 26-30 

-26- 
Arranging illustrations for “Old Yukon Trails”  Also 
preparing for Ketchikan term of court.  Business 
coming into the office again. O.K. 
Dinner at the Rustgards - with Steel. 

-27- 
Same as yesterday:  Invited to dinner by Mrs. 
McKinnon for Sunday evening.  An reading my Ms. 
Old Yukon Trails for the last comparison with the 
copy.  Have already sorted out the illustration 
which I hope to get some publisher to put into a 
book for me. 

-28- 
Same in office - finished comparison of “Old Yukon 
Trails.” 

-29- 
Completed my Ms. “Old Yukon Trails,” today, & 
arranged the illustrations. I intend to start it on its 
travels soon. 

-30th - 
Dinner at McKinnons: W.G. Smith, Billy Bosch, 
Madge Case, Dorothy Goddard, I & the family.  A 
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good dinner & a pleasant evening. 

Diary 37, 1927 
January 31- 
February 1 

-Jany. 31st – 
Sent off the Ms. for “Old Yukon Trails” today to 
Arthur H. Clark, Cleveland, Ohio, the Publishers of 
Mrs. Nichols history of Alaska. 
Finishing up my correspondence and will go to 
Ketchikan on the “Admiral Evans”, Wednesday.  
Court officials will go on the same boat. 
Also sent all additional data I have in relation to 
additional titles for the Bibliography, to Hugh A. 
Morrison, Cong Library at Wash. D.C. with 
instructions to put all new titles shown by 
Congressional Index cards & what I send in a list 
and return it to me for examination and 
consideration.  Now that “Old Yukon Trails” is out 
of my system I am anxious to complete the Biblio. 

Feb. 1 
Paid all my bills - Have arranged to have the 
offices Kalsomined [painted] while I am at 
Ketchikan.  Finished correspondence & served 
papers in suits.  Recd. many opinions for 7th 
Alaska from Judge Reed. 

Diary 37, 1927 
February 2-4 

-2nd – 
In Petersburg this morning at 8. a.m.  Boat loading 
shrimp & fish & waiting for tide high enough to go 
through the Narrows.  Louis F. Paul paid me $100 
on act. of Homen - Rice Note.  Arrived at Wrangell 
about 5 oclock - Saw John G. Grant, and W.D. 
Grant - Rev. Corser embarked with us for 
Ketchikan - where we arrived at 2 oclock a.m.  Got 
room at Ingersoll Hotel. 

-3- 
Arrived Ketchikan at 2 oclock a.m. 

-4th - 
Slept late - nothing much in court 
Visited the various lawyers - conference with 
Stabler about Billy Sauers case - he will do nothing 
- but suggests Sauers will not be punished - etc. 
etc.  Went to the movies with Senator Hunt to see 
the “Pony Express” etc. 

Diary 37, 1927 
February 5-6 

-5th – 
Did some work in court & went over the Tide land 
cases with Duggan & McCain.  Also visited Sauers 
in jail - he is a “smart Aleck” and does not deserve 
the sympathy that his mother & friends are wasting 
on him. 
Had dinner tonight at Sherman Duggans. We 
discussed the “Controller Bill,” etc. 

-6th - 
Sunday.  Went over Lynch tide lands with Mrs. L. & 
Billy -The U.S. has brought suits against adjacent 
occupants, but I advised them to stand fast, and 
think they will.  Mrs. L. is a strong minded and good 
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fighting woman - 
with even more courage and sense than her white 
husband. 
Had dinner tonight with Senator and Mrs. Hunt, at 
their daughters - with Mr. & Mrs. Talbot.  Fine 
dinner and pleasant hours - whole family present. 

Diary 37, 1927 
February 7-9 

-7th – 
Judge Reed told me today that he would soon 
decide the Matheson case of Grant v National 
Surety Co - he will cut us down in amount -  but 
even that will be better than non-action - etc.  Got 
my business in court all arranged so I can go home 
- & will go on the “Alameda” this evening. 
Nothing important. 

-8th – 
At Wrangell several hours today - got a lot of 
business matters settled here, also. 
At Petersburg late this evening but didnt go ashore 
- nothing of importance. 

-9th - 
At the office this morning at 9 a.m. much mail, but 
none from Sutherland and no political news:  While 
in Wrangell yesterday I received from Lem. 
Churchill, Sec. Redmen’s Lodge, a file of the “Fort 
Wrangell News,” from Vol. 1. No 1. June 8, 1898 to 
the date of its removal to Douglas, where it was 
changed to the 

Diary 37, 1927 
February 9 

9 
“The Douglas Island News,” Vol. 1, No 1, Nov. 23, 
1898.  My friend W.D. Grant gave it to the 
Redmens Lodge, and also asked that the Lodge 
give it to me.  It is in perfect shape except that it 
needs re-binding, which I will have done at once.  
While I have been away I have had the office 
cleaned - the walls Kalsommed, etc. and it is now 
as bright and shiny as a new fiddle.  A large 
amount of mail - am busy answering. 
I am now entering upon the preparation of a Brief 
Statement in support of the proposed Controller Bill 
- a bill which Attorney General Rustgard has 
prepared under which it is to be hoped we can 
persuade the Legislature to enter upon its duty - 
after 14 years neglect - to organize self 
government among the people of Alaska, in 
opposition to the Bureaucratic Government which 
has long aided. 

Diary 37, 1927 
February 10-11 

-February 10, 1927- 
Am working on a statement in relation to 
Bureaucratic Government in Alaska, for use before 
the Legislature in March. 

-Feb 11.- 
Same as yesterday.  It is an interesting problem I 
am working on: The Bureaucratic Tendency of the 
elected Legislature of Alaska.  Congress has just 
passed and the President today approved an Act of 
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Congress to bring the 30 Federal Bureaus 
engaged in Alaska work under a single Bureau, to 
be established in Alaska, with three members, one 
from each - the Interior, Agricultural and the 
Commerce Department - to control all! 
In other words a Bureaucratic Government.  What I 
want the Legislature to do now, is to take all 
territorial duties and powers away from the 
Governor & other Federal officials and combine 
them under a Territorial Comptrollers Office!!  That 
is the purpose of my present work. 

Diary 37, 1927 
February 12-14 

-12th – 
Same as yesterday. Lincolns Birthday. 

-13th – 
I have worked all day on this beautiful sunny 
Sunday on my statement about “Government by 
the people of Alaska vs Government by the 
Federal Bureaus,” and have it almost finished. 
Had dinner tonight with the McKinnons. 

-14- 
I have this day completed the “Appeal to Alaskans” 
being a statement of the reasons why the 
Legislature of Alaska should transfer all the duties 
and powers it has heretofore imposed upon the 
Federal Governor and Secretary of the Territory, to 
a new department in the Territorial Government to 
be known as the Comptrollers Department, and to 
be under charge of an elective officer to be known 
as the Comptroller, etc.  It is a plea for the 
extension of Self Government in Alaska. 

Diary 37, 1927 
February 15-16 

-15th – 
My Appeal to Alaskans about the Organization of 
Territorial Government is ready for the printer.  It 
has been carefully examined by Rustgard, Atty. 
Genl. and Senator Steel who both approve it.  I will 
try tomorrow to get it printed by the Empire Printing 
Co, if they will do it for a reasonable price - 
as they will no doubt.  I am glad its done. 

-16- 
Asked Los Bernard for bids on printing my Appeal 
to Alaskans - & he fixed $11300  Will Steel offered 
to do it - for the Cordova paper - for $90.00 so we 
sent it out there tonight on the SS. Alaska.  The 
Wilkins party enroute to Point Barrow to explore 
the Arctic Ocean by airplane aboard.  Mr. A.M. 
Smith representing the Detroit News called at 9. 
p.m. & remained talking with me about Alaskan 
matters until 11 oclock - interesting fellow. 

Diary 37, 1927 
February 17-19 

-17- 
Same in office as yesterday.  Drawing an Answer 
in Kline v Flannigan - a case for civil damages for 
unlawful Assault & Battery and False 
Imprisonment, - an interesting case. 

-18- 
Answering correspondence - Invited to attend 
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wedding of Mr. Morrison & Mrs. Viviane Stevens - 
Rustgards former wifes daughter! 
I just knew her at Nome - 26 years ago - she was 
then married to Stevens - divorced, and now again 
- to a cable operator younger than she is. 
She is active and appeals strongly to men - also is 
a first class type writer. They are to be married at 
2:30 tomorrow. 

-19th - 
Same as usual in office. 
Attended marriage of Ms. Stevens & Mr. Morrison 
at their apartments - She is Rustgards daughter.  A 
nice wedding.  I took her a box of fine candies. 
Only 8 or 10 persons present. 

Diary 37, 1927 
February 20-23 

-20th – 
Sunday.  Reading & writing letters, in office. 

-21st – 
Same as usual: Correspondence and work on 7th 
Alaska Reports. 

-22nd. – 
Spent the day drawing Amended Answer in U.S. v 
Jennie Lynch case.  It is an interesting case. 

-23d- 
Finished drawing Amended Answer in the Lynch 
case - former Answer was more of a political 
document, but now I have attempted to draw a 
pleading for its value in the courts! 

Recd. from Cordova this morning boat a  
thousand copies of my “Appeal to Alaskans” being 
a statement showing that our Territorial Legislature 
is creating Bureaucratic instead of, Self-
Government in Alaska, and urging them to: change 
the system and construct an American type of 
Territorial Government in their Territory.  I will send 
out 

Diary 37, 1927 
February 23 

23 
these thousand copies to the people of the 
Territory that they may see the fact & urge their 
representatives to apply the remedy - of course our 
government now is Bureaucratic - a Federal - 
Territorial Bureaucratic type, but the Legislature 
has the Power to correct the evil, if it can be 
induced to make the changes. That is the purpose 
of my “Appeal” - to persuade the Legislature to 
change now - while the U.S. Government is 
changing its Federal Bureaucratic type, by 
centralization & unification.  Now is our time to 
change - it will be harder to bring about the change 
as time goes on and the Bureaus are strengthened 
by further Acts of the Legislature giving the Federal 
Bureaus further Power!  The fight must be made, 
and now is the time to make it.  I am asked to take 
the lead in the fight & intend to so. 

Hon. Tom Gaffney, Legislator from Nome, came 
 in to talk today - & “regretted” that he would have 
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to vote against the Controller Bill - Bob. Sommers, 
Gov. Parks agent met Tom at the boat last night - 
& had a long talk with him - hence the “regret.”  I 
assured Tom he ought to support 

Diary 37, 1927 
February 23-24 

23 
“Home Rule” - being an Irishman. He is all right at 
heart - but has probably been promised a good job 
on the Bureaucratic Road work next summer -that 
is the powerful weapon in the hands of the 
Bureaus: and one they use vigorously when all 
other arguments fail - & I am afraid Tom has 
yielded to its superior force.  But I talked plainly 
and without heat, and maybe we can persuade 
Tom to support “Home Rule” later.  Senator Steel 
has a letter from Sutherland, who says he will be 
here by March 15th to assist in the fight.  I hope he 
comes for he can do a lot of good. 

-24th - 
My Appeal to Alaskans is causing some favorable 
comment - & some unfavorable. 
Working on 7th Alaska syllabi. 
Dinner tonight with Peter Morrison & his wife - 
“Pete & Stevie,” Married last week. 
Busy in office - things going o.k. 

-25- 
Dinner with Mr. & Mrs. Harland & the children.  
Same as yesterday. 

Diary 37, 1927 
February 24 

25 
[clipping] 

THE STROLLER’S WEEKLY AND DOUGLAS 
ISLAND NEWS, 

FEBRUARY 26, 1927 
WICKERSHAM’S PAMPHLET 

The Pamphlet, “An Appeal to Alaskans,” by 
James Wickersham, which pamphlet has been 
generally circulated through the Territory during the 
past three days, is an able document.  It shows 
great care in its preparation and a thorough 
knowledge of conditions as they exist in Alaska by 
the author.  It is an appeal for legislation that will 
separate Federal from Territorial bureaus, 
bestowing upon the latter many of the powers now 
usurped by the former.  It advocates the creation 
by the legislature of Alaska a Territorial department 
which will be presided over by a comptroller to be 
elected by the people of Alaska and to whom will 
be delegated all the authority now vested in the 
governor so far as Territorial matters are 
concerned.  While the pamphlet does not so 
stipulate, it is understood that a bill which will be 
introduced in the coming legislature providing for 
the creation of the office of comptroller will also 
provide for the election by popular vote of the 
Territorial Treasurer and Territorial Commissioner 
of Education, and that the former of these and the 
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Attorney General with the Comptroller, will 
constitute a board of control of all matters 
pertaining to the Territory. 

As stated before, the principal of Mr. 
Wickersham’s Pamphlet is along the right lines - 
the lines of government by, for and of the people 
and, under ordinary conditions, should be given the 
support of all good Americans 
for the reason that it breathes the spirit of 
democracy.  But owing to conditions as they now 
exist in Alaska, conditions precipitated by the 
Congress of the United States, which delegated to 
the Indians of Alaska the right to vote, the 
enactment of the legislation suggested in the 
Wickersham pamphlet is too dangerous to 
contemplate or consider at this time for the reason 
that, holding as they do, the balance of political 
power in the Territory and blindly following 
wherever led by unscrupulous politicians, any 
persons whom the latter saw fit to select for the 
three offices above named –Comptroller, Territorial 
Treasurer and Attorney General –could be elected 
hands down and the affairs of Alaska would be 
turned over to the spoilers. 

The Wickersham pamphlet is right in the same 
manner in which Charles Sumner’s Civil Rights Bill 
was right, in that it is along the lines of democratic 
form of government, but a more iniquitous measure 
never tarnished the pages of American history than 
did that same civil Rights Bill and its consort, the 
Fifteenth Amendment to the Constitution of the 
United States, which conferred on four million 
blacks just released from generations of bondage 
the right to vote, which iniquitous measure stunted 
and retarded the development of the Southern 
states for more than a quarter of a century. 

Unprecedented growth and development is 
confidently expected for Alaska within the next few 
years, but it will not be realized if the affairs of the 
Territory are put in jeopardy by legislation that will 
delegate such affairs to a hoard of voters scarce a 
generation removed from savagery. 

The time is not ripe for the passage of the 
Comptroller Bill for Alaska any more than the time 
was ripe for the enactment of the Fifteenth 
Amendment to the Constitution of the United 
States.  It is dangerous legislation at this time and 
should not be even considered. 

 
“Stroller” hates the negros and fears the Indians.  
We have approximately 13,000 votes cast at our 
general election - there are less than a 1000 
Indians & Negro votes cast - yet “Stroller” says we 
cannot have self Government because of them.  
Where, then can we ever hope for a gov’t by the 
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people of Alaska? Not evidently, as long as we 
have Indian & Negro voters - Never! because they 
may continue to exist.  Therefore we may not have 
self-government at all.  What a weak argument it is 
- thank God for the weakness! 

Diary 37, 1927 
February 27 

-27- 
Sunday - was sick last night – a condition of body 
so rare with me as to be specially noted. I think I 
was made so by some food I ate at lunch 
yesterday - sort of ptomaine poisoning.  Luckily I 
heaved it all overboard & today I am well, but 
rather shaky on my legs. 
Dinner tonight with Mr. & Mrs. Simpson McKinnon.  
Present Mr. & Mrs. Simpson McKinnon, his father 
& mother, Donald, and little Simpson, a fine bright 
boy 2-1/2 years old.  I greatly enjoyed the good 
home atmosphere –the baby & the Huckleberry 
pie! 

Recd. letter from Arthur H. Clark several days  
ago, saying he had received my Ms. of “Old Yukon 
Trails” - that he was just going to California via the 
Panama Canal, but had made arrangements to 
have my Ms. sent to him there & would examine it 
and let me know what he thought about it in March.  
I have just now sent him a copy of my “Appeal to 
Alaskans” - it may interest him also. 

Diary 37, 1927 
February 28- 
March 2 

-28th – 
Working on 7th Alaska Report.  Nothing new. 

-March 1st 1927. 
Working on 7th Alaska. 

-Mch 2nd - 
Boat in form the south early this morning brings 
Senators Hunt, from Ketchikan and Brown & 
Jensen from Nome: Rep. Paul & Benjamin from 
this division and Johnstone from Fairbanks.  Boat 
from the westward tonight will bring members from 
that direction. 

Bishop Crimont has just telephoned me the news 
of Father Jette’s death.  He was stationed 
somewhere about the mouth of the Yukon river, 
where he died.  He was a good man, a Christian 
gentleman and a brilliant linguistic scholar.  His 
principal work in languages has been in the study 
of the Tena - Athapascan language of the Middle 
Yukon.  He has written many valuable articles on 
that language and others descriptive of those 
people.  He has left an indelible page in science. 

Diary 37, 1927 
March 3 

-3rd - 
Boats today brought the Legislators from the 3rd 
and 4th divisions, and all are now here except 
Senator Pratt from Fairbanks & Representative 
Lomen from Nome. 
There is much buzzing and caucusing.  Senator 
Will A. Steel’s printed arguments in favor of the 
Controller Bill came in today form Cordova and he 
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and my stenographer have been busy send it out in 
the mails.  Senator Hunt told me at dinner that Sen. 
Howard, of Anchorage, told him that he would 
support the Controller Bill.  that helps.  Half the 
members met in my office tonight & talked things 
over.  Later Paul came to my room & said there 
was trouble in the organization of the Senate – that 
Jensen from Nome is fighting Brown from Nome, 
whom the delegation from S.E. Alaska wants as 
Pres. of the Senate, & to make his fight good has 
promised to support Senator Hunt of S.E. Alaska, 
so as to break the ranks - that Hunt consents, & 
they will use Hunt - to break up the combination 
etc. etc. 
Paul 

Diary 37, 1927 
March 3-4 

3 
went to see Hunt - who acts resentfully & seems 
inclined to accept the office, etc.  Paul got him to 
promise to see me in the morning before he 
consents to accept etc. 

-4th - 
Hunt came to see me this morning & I said from his 
first word that he has gone to the opposition - I 
talked carefully for an hour - without urging him too 
strongly - but I am satisfied that he will be a 
candidate against Brown. 
From his resentful attitude I saw it would do no 
good to urge him & did not do so - I told him 
Brown’s father was one of my strong supporters & 
lost his job (Bone removed him) on account of it - 
that Senator Brown is a Republican etc. etc. but its 
no good- he wont work with his delegation & that 
ends it.   
Brown came to see me - left saying he would try 
and get Hunts delegation to go in a body and ask 
him to support Brown! 
The delegation (5 members) made a date to meet 
their other member (Senator Hunt) 

Diary 37, 1927 
March 4 

4 
in my office at 730.  They were all promptly on hand 
at 730, but Hunt did not come.  They waited until 9 
oclock and dispersed - mad and disgusted.  It is 
apparent that Hunt has concluded to go with the 
other members of the Senate & become their 
candidate for President of the Senate!  I do not 
think it will defeat our Progressive legislation -but 
one can never be sure.  If it does the burden will be 
on Hunts shoulders.  Of course, I cannot & will not 
quarrel with him - for I Have no right to do so, but I 
am sorry the 1st Division delegation is this 
disorganized, - it was - is the only full delegation 
that could act together & now it apparently will not. 
Selah! 
The Empire could not keep quiet any longer and 
this evenings edition has a most silly attempt to 
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stem the tide against the Controller Bill: It had little 
effect and is, I think, a very weak attack on Home 
Rule.  It follows on next page. 

Diary 37, 1927 
March 4 

4 
[clipping] 

ALASKA EMPIRE, FRIDAY, MARCH 4, 1927. 
SELF-GOVERNMENT IS NOT INVOLVED. 

There is not a single argument that has not been 
made before presented by Judge Wickersham in 
his pamphlet in support of the proposed 
Comptroller Bill, a measure that does not differ in 
principle or general purpose or terms from those 
Comptroller Bills that have been defeated by the 
last two or three Legislatures.  He labels it a 
movement toward government in the Territory by 
the people of Alaska rather than by Federal 
Bureaus, and surrounds it by quotations from 
different authorities in favor of a full Territorial form 
of government for Alaska, but that does not mean a 
thing.  It would not add an iota to the powers of the 
people of Alaska. It would not take an iota, from the 
authority of the Federal Bureaus in Alaska.  As has 
been explained may times in the Empire and other 
Alaska papers and on the floor of each of the 
chambers of the Legislature, its only possible effect 
would be to change the personnel of some of the 
public servants. 

The Legislature of Alaska cannot lift itself by 
pulling its bootstraps.  It cannot make itself mightier 
than its creator - the Organic Act.  It cannot enlarge 
the foundation on which it was built. 

The Legislature cannot take away any of the 
powers of the Governor - whom Congress has 
made the chief executive of the Territory, and who 
is made a part of the law-making authority through 
the provisions which make it his business to make 
recommendations to the Legislature and gives him 
authority to approve or veto legislation. 
The only possible result of such a measure as the 
proposed Comptroller Bill would be to change the 
appointing power for some public servants who do 
the work that the Legislature requires of them and 
in the manner the Legislature indicates. 

Therefore, the whole thing, resolves itself into a 
question of patronage - a question of selecting the 
Personnel of a few ministerial servants who consti-
tute a part of the public payroll. 
Judge Wickersham quotes the Empire as being for 
many years “in favor of a full Territorial form of 
government - for the widest self-government by the 
people of Alaska.”  This paper has and does 
support that principle.  It believes that if has been 
the paramount issue in Alaska for all the years that 
have gone since Congress passed the Organic 
Act, written by Judge Wickersham, which gives us 
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less than a “full Territorial form of government,” and 
it has urged Judge Wickersham, when he was 
Delegate, and Delegate Sutherland to get it for us.  
But The Empire has never been confused by what 
“full Territorial form of government” means.  It has 
always distinguished between the power to solve 
Alaskan 

Diary 37, 1927 
March 4 

4 
problems, the power to shape the course of 
legislation, and the public payroll.  It has always 
been greatly interested in permitting the people to 
exercise the powers of government but had cared 
little who did the ministerial work that government  
entailed so long as the work was well done. 

Twelve years ago, commenting upon this very 
principle, the Empire said: 

The fact that there is absolutely no relation 
between ministerial office-holding and 
complete home rule through a “full Territorial 
form of government” seems to be 
inconceivable to the average professional 
progressive.  Real supporters of government 
for Alaska by the people are concerned very 
little about who shall perform the small amount 
of work that such a government might entail as 
long as it is well done.  But they are intensely 
in earnest in their desire that the power to 
settle Alaskan problems should be brought to 
the people of Alaska.  They are not particularly 
interested in personalities but they are 
intensely interested in measures. 

The meat of progressive government is 
government control by the people.  The 
personnel of a few public servants, who make 
no laws and settle no public elections, is not 
involved in the matter in any way whatever. 

When Judge Wickersham wrote an Organic Act 
that forbade the Territorial Legislature from 
creating counties he made complete self-
government in Alaska impossible.  Self-
government means local control. Alaska has only 
one authoritative governing body, the Legislature, 
and that functions only every other year and then 
for only sixty days.  We cannot have local self-
government, except for the schools and the 
municipalities, until Congress permits the 
organization of local governments where Boards of 
County Commissioners, or Supervisors, are 
constantly functioning in various sections of the 
Territory.  If the Legislature wants this changed it 
ought to ask Delegate Sutherland to help amend 
the Organic Act. 

We cannot get complete self-government until 
the limitations in the Organic Act which forbid the 
Territorial Legislature from legislating on the 
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fisheries and the game, form permitting the people 
to issue bonds or create indebtedness for local 
improvements, from changing some of the tax 
levies or expending the proceeds, and many other 
things are removed. 
If the Legislature really wants to increase the 
Power of the people of Alaska to govern 
themselves it will ask Congress to amend the 
Organic Act so that it might resemble the Organic 
Acts under which other Territories functioned in 
their time. 

Diary 37, 1927 
March 5 

-5th - 
After throwing down his own delegation to get the 
Presidency of the Senate Hunt has backed sown 
far enough to vote for Senator Howard, who is to 
be the President.  They got Hunt “off” by offering 
him the Presidency - but 
Paul & his associates protested etc. so Hunt got 
out of the bad mess by supporting Howard. 

The House members are still caucusing but 
without settling their organization so far. 

I asked Senator Steel to get Senator Frame to  
introduce the Controller Bill - but he insists on 
introducing it himself, because he says Frame will 
not support it in its present shape.  It may be he will 
have to do it for that reason, but I urged that it 
would be of advantage if he could gain a strong 
supporter that way - but he is as stubborn as Hunt, 
and for about the same reason - he thinks it will 
reflect some glory on him to introduce it, so it goes! 

Diary 37, 1927 
March 6-7 

-6th – 
Recd. notice that Judge Reed has reopened the 
accounting in the matter of the final account of 
Matheson Heirs - which means another long 
struggle over interminable accounts extending over 
years - while the Estate of these children was 
being dissipated. 

At work on my Income Tax Statement, 1926. 
-7th - 

Our friends in both Houses of the legislature are 
very happy tonight, for they organized both Houses 
and secured every clerk & other official.  Our 
pronounced friends are in every place, & the 
committees in the senate have been chosen with 
our friends in control & the agreements are to do 
the same tomorrow in the lower house.  Senator 
Steel is chairman of the Finance Com. which has 
control of printing, appropriations etc.  Everything 
went like clock work.  Paul & Steel have exhibited 
good working ability, and they are to be 
congratulated. 

Diary 37, 1927 
March 8-10 

-8th – 
The lower House organized today with our friends 
in power.  They are happy accordingly. 
Working on the 7th Alaska, as usual. 
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Stenographer sending out the remaining copies of 
“An Appeal to Alaskans,”  I think the publication 
has done some good and will give direction and 
strength to our efforts to secure the passage of the 
“Controller Bill,” - to do away with the Bureaucratic 
plan under Federal control, and give Alaska a 
government through her own elected officials.  I 
hope so! 

-9th – 
Same as yesterday in office. 

-10- 
Gov. Parks in his address before the Legislature 
takes a strong stand against the Controller Bill & 
favor of Bureaucratic control & the Empire supports 
him.  Its going to be a fight if the bill is passed - & 
then only with amendments that will spoil it. 

Diary 37, 1927 
March 11-12 

11th  
Same in office as usual - 7th Alaska.  I went by the 
Palace Theater tonight to see Barrett Willoughby’s 
“Rocking Moon.”  Its not bad - the pictures were 
taken in Alaska & are good - still I really like the 
book better than the movies. 

-12th - 
Prepared my Income Tax account yesterday before 
Murray, special Income Tax auditor.  Same in 
office today as usual - 7th Alaska.  Also attended 
court - call of docket. 
Prepared my final Application etc. in patent 
proceedings to secure patent on my Mining claim 
Left Limit, of Discovery on Cleary Creek - located 
by me in 1904! 
Gov. Parks & his allies - the Democratic Empire, 
and others are making a hard fight against the 
Comptroller Bill.  The statement is given out that 
the Governor will veto it - Social attentions are 
being showered on weak members, to gain their 
opposition to it, etc. 

Diary 37, 1927 
March 12-13 

-12th continued – 
I have just finished a letter to Mrs. Caroline M 
Smith, Irving, Illinois - Debbie’s oldest sister, and 
the only one now alive.  In it I told her all about 
Debbies life in the west - in Alaska, and in 
Washington City, her character - her studies, 
interest in every thing good and human - politics 
and social all about her 3 sons, and of our life 
together for 46 years.  I think Carol will be glad to 
get such a letter about her baby sister - who was 
born after Carol had married and left home, Carol 
is now 84 years of age, but well and hearty. 

-13th - 
Sunday, I worked in the office on searching the 
U.S. Statutes to get a correct view of the laws 
establishing the office of Secretary of the Territory 
in Alaska, and worked it out on paper.  Had dinner 
with Rep Benjamin, of Wrangell, and went to the 
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Theater with Senator Dunn & Rep. Paul. 

Diary 37, 1927 
March 14 

-14th - 
Working in office as usual. 

I was greatly pleased to receive a copy of 
Dawson’s opinions - Alaskan Reports - Vol 1. 
reported by Hayden, 1888, from Judge John M. 
Dawson, son of our former Alaskan judge, a 
resident of Maryville, Missouri.  It is a rare Alaskan 
item, and I am particularly glad to get it on account 
of my interest in the publication of the Alaska 
Reports.  My friend Ira D. Orton, a lawyer at Nome 
in 1901-2, when I held court there, told me that 
Judge Dawson had finally found one or two copies 
of this rare pamphlet and I wrote to him and he 
sent it to me.  I wrote and thanked him for it. 
On the other hand I was displeased today to learn 
that the four senior Senators & the Governor had 
elected Henderson as Supt. of Education again 
Senators Hunt & Brown, joined in doing this with 
Howard & Pratt - I was surprised that Hunt & 
Brown should vote for H-  He is always against 
them - politically. 

Diary 37, 1927 
March 15-17 

-15th – 
As usual in the office. Nearly finished 7th Alaska 
cases. 
Sutherland has not come & we have no word from 
him. 
Dinner tonight by Chamber of Commerce to the 
Legislature. I did not attend, but had dinner with 
Senator Hunt & Rep. Ross. 

-16th – 
Same as usual in office. 
Correspondence, working also on Matheson & 
other cases. 
This evenings Empire has passenger list of SS. 
Alameda - Sutherland on board. 

-17th - 
Same as usual. 
Finished the preliminary work of preparing the 
Alaska Opinions for publication.  Must now secure 
the facts for the Judicial Directory, for which I sent 
out letters to the District Judges today. 
Dr. Bunnells Alaska Ag. College report at hand 
today - in typewritten form - he recommends 
publication of my Bibliography as a College 
Expense. 

Diary 37, 1927 
March 18-20 

-18th – 
Same as usual - nothing new. 

-19th – 
Attended call of docket in court - nothing out of the 
usual. 

Hon. Dan Sutherland M.C. came today on 
“Alameda”.  I am very much pleased to have here 
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for he will greatly aid us in securing support for the 
“Controller Bill” and other needed legislation before 
the Legislature. 
Dinner with Sutherland & friends. 
Also invited to make address tomorrow at the 
Memorial Service for the Pioneer’s. 

-20th - 
Sunday.  Made a very short address at the 
Memorial Service of the Grand Lodge Alaska 
Pioneers, which seemed to please the audience. 
Sutherland & many people in my office all the time.  
We are all boosting for the passage of the 
Controller Bill; it is the principal topic of discussion - 
and if not passed now, will be the issue in our next 
political campaign. 

Diary 37, 1927 
March 21-23 

-21st – 
Same as yesterday. 

My Ms. “Bibliography” came from Washington 
today: Morrisons 
new items etc. and it will be necessary to arrange 
his material - I feel better satisfied with it, and shall 
not make an effort to do more than arrange this 
material & let it go to the printer.  I wrote Pres. 
Bunnell, Alaska College, saying I agreed with his 
suggestion about having it printed as a College 
Publication, etc. 

-22nd – 
Working in office as usual. 
Many people in and around the office talking 
politics and the Controller Bill. There will be a 
meeting of the Ter. Senate on Thursday evening to 
afford a hearing on the Controller Bill. 

-23rd- 
Am asked to attend hearing on Controller Bill this 
evening & speak for it. Am preparing carefully to 
support it.  Attended but did not speak - no time. 

Diary 37, 1927 
March 24-25 

-24- 
SS. in from south.  Sutherland & I went down & 
called on Judge E. Coke Hill - and Geo. 
Hutchinson & his wife & others.  John Duncan, 
Grant Murdock and Tom White of Fairbanks & 
interior points called. 

Hearing tonight before the Senate on the  
Controller Bill.  Henry Roden & Dan Sutherland 
took all the time & I did not get to speak.  They 
talked energetically and I think accomplished much 
good. 

-25- 
Office crowded - too much for business - with 
members of the Legislature & others interested in 
Controller Bill & other legislation.  I am consulted 
very often on such matters. There will be another 
hearing on the Controller Bill at which I am to be 
allowed to speak.  I am consulted about it every 
day. 
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Prepared an item in the Appropriation Bill for Ross.  
Chairman, for publication of my Bibliography as 
Misc. Pub. of Agricultural College.  He approves it, 

Diary 37, 1927 
February 25-26 

25 
and it was read tonight after I wrote it and 
approved by Rustgard, Attorney Genl. also by 
Senator Steel and Rep. Paul.  I have consented to 
accept 1/4 of the books in consideration of my Ms. 
labor & expense, which is entirely satisfactory, 
though it will not repay me one half of my actual 
cash expense.  I shall however, be satisfied to get 
it published & used even if I do not receive 
anything in the way of compensation. 

-26th - 
We are having much talk about the Controller Bill.  
The Empire tonight, Editorially, criticizes Dan & 
myself - and lies about both of us with much gusto.  
Busy in office.  The condition in the Legislature is 
not bad for the Bill.  it is thought by our friends in 
the Legislature that it will pass both Houses, but if 
the Governor vetoes it - that it cannot be passed 
over the veto.  The Legislature passed a joint 
resolution for a joint session to hear me in its 
support on Tuesday evening next. 

Diary 37, 1927 
February 27-29 

-27th – 
Sunday.  Sutherland, Senator Steel & I in the office 
much of the day: Steel & I went over the Controller 
Bill, to fit my amendments & suggestions - at his 
request.  Cash Cole also present part of the time.  
Am getting ready for my talk to the joint session of 
the Senate & House on Tuesday evening. 
Had Senator Frame to dinner with me. 

-28th – 
Same as yesterday - The fight against the 
Controller Bill is growing more intense - the 
newspapers - Empire & Strollers Weekly are 
loading against it strongly - but our friends think we 
have a slight majority in each house. 
Sutherland is working loyally for it. 

-29th - 
Same in office today.  I am studying the decisions 
on questions involved in the Controller Bill & 
getting ready for the argument on it before the Joint 
session tonight.  I am ready & confident. 

Diary 37, 1927 
March 29 

29th continued. 
The Senate & House met in joint session at 8. p.m. 
the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the 
House jointly presiding.  After roll calls, showing 
every Senator and every Representative (except 
Bob Sheldon) present the President of the Senate 
asked me to address the joint bodies - a large 
audience of citizens present.  I opened by reading 
the bill, explaining it, proposing amendments, 
which took an hour.  Then I presented my answers 
to objections urged against the bill by Strollers, 
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Empire & others, and my argument in favor of the 
bill.  There was close attention by members of the 
Legislature who turned the pages of the bills before 
them as I read my copy, and made notes of 
proposed eliminations and amendments.  
Altogether I spoke more than 2 hours: the audience 
was fine and gave me an ovation at the close.  
Many members of both Houses came & shook 
hands & congratulated me, & I think the hearing did 
real good.  After the meeting closed 

Diary 37, 1927 
March 29-30 

29 
a crowd gathered in the nearby Taylors drinking 
parlor - ladies & men, and we had quite a “party.”  
Rustgard, Atty. Genl, Senators, Representatives 
their wives, etc. and we spent an hour talking over 
the evening etc.  I am very tired - for it was quite a 
strain to stand for two hours, handle the books, 
read & talk.  The official stenographers took down 
what they could- but I talked & read fast - and then 
quit 30 minutes before I was done. 
I think the result beneficial. 

-30th - 
Holiday - Seward Day - Treaty for the purchase of 
Alaska made 60 years ago today.  Sutherland 
pleased at last nights meeting.  Mrs. John B. 
Marshall came to town in her automobile - she lives 
out near Mendenhall Glacier, and Sutherland and I 
went out with her and took dinner en familie - her 
son Roy being there.  They are greatly interested in 
foxes and have a pen for raising them as live stock.  
A good dinner & a pleasant ride out and back. 

Diary 37, 1927 
March 30 

30th continued. 
The Empire tonight gave a fairly accurate 
statement & report of my speech last night - of 
course giving it against me as far as they thought it 
would be accepted.  But their feelings and bias is 
better shown in their editorials.  Here are both 
report & editorials: 
 
[clipping] 

CONTROL BOARD  
PLAN DEFENDED  
BY WICKERSHAM 

In Two-Hour Speech Judge  
Wickersham Extols Vir- 

tues of the Measure 
Cajolery, warnings not too heavily veiled, glori-

fication of the Alaska Organic Act, condemnation of 
former Legislatures, sarcastic thrusts at opponents 
of the measure, and withal a good-natured 
exposition of the matchless virtues claimed by its 
proponents for the Controller Bill, featured the 
speech of Judge James Wickersham before a joint 
session of the Legislature last night at A.B. Hall.  It 
was well attended and the audience received the 
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remarks, of the speaker in the same good-humored 
spirit they were delivered, applause and laughter 
greeting some of the sallies. 

Reading the measure section, Judge 
Wickersham gave it his unqualified endorsement, 
declared it was a great measure embodying the 
principles of self -government and the most 
important one that ever came before the Alaska 
Legislature. 

Officers Serve Illegally 
He not only affirmed in his opinion the legal right 

of the Legislature to enact such legislation, but 
declared that the Governor and Secretary of the 
Territory have had imposed on them by 
Legislatures of the past duties they cannot legally 
perform.  He said he knew it has been done but it 
wasn’t going to be done much longer; that there 
are people who are going to test the legality of their 
functioning; that within two months after the 
adjournment of the present Legislature, if the 
system is not changed, these people will go into 
the courts with the matter. 
In support of his contention that these officers have 
no legal right to perform such studies, he cited 
opinions from former Attorney General Grigsby on 
the subject of Federally appointed officers serving 
on such boards as the Board of Children’s 
Guardians.  He also quoted from the opinion of the 
Circuit Court of Appeals in the case of Marshal vs. 
Callaham, taken up from the local district court, 
over the question of the right of the Legislature to 
impose the collection of a poll tax on U.S. 
Marshals, Commissioners, etc. 

Gives Opponents Notice 
While Judge Wickersham did not threaten 

Legislative opponents with political disaster if they 
voted against the measure, he gave notice in no 
uncertain terms, that disaster would follow a 
negative vote.  In effect, he said, “If you don’t pass 
this bill, we can only go out to the people and ask 
them to return a Legislature that will pass it, and 
keep on going until we get such a Legislature.” 

He exercised inimitable cajolery directed toward 
members of Irish ancestry.  No Irishman would 
vote against such a measure, the Irish love self-
government too well; and if some members are of 
other than 
Irish ancestry, they have Irish hearts, he declared. 

Presided Over by Howard 
The joint session, opening at 8 p.m. was presided 
over by President 

Diary 37, 1927 
March 30 

30 
[clipping continued] 

Howard of the Senate, who was escorted to the 
chair by Representatives Grier and Rydeen.  He 
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said briefly the purpose of the meeting was to hear 
a discussion on the merits or demerits of the 
Controller Bill, and principally for the purpose of 
listening to Judge Wickersham.  The latter 
immediately took the floor and spoke for about two 
hours and 15 minutes. 

He prefaced his reading of the measure by a 
declaration that “I have read the bill,” many, many 
times.  He denied that he had anything to do with 
the preparation of the original measure introduced 
by Senator Steel, but since  then had talked it over 
with “Senators and Representatives,” advised with 
them as to amendments, drafted such 
amendments at their suggestion 
and approved of the bill as so amended. 

He then proceeded to read the measure by 
section, reading in the amendments proposed.  He 
declared while it was a political measure, it was not 
political in the ordinarily accepted sense of the 
term, not being for any particular party or set of 
men. 

Right to Elect 
He affirmed the right of the Territorial Legislature 

to elect a Controller, as is proposed in the measure 
for the first occupant of that office.  He said that its 
authority in that matter was not open to question.
  

For an hour or more, he was occupied in reading 
the measure and explaining proposed 
amendments here.  The principal amendment 
proposed was to require that the appointive power 
of the Controller and Board of Control be limited by 
requiring appointments made by them to be ratified 
by the Legislature. 

The section conferring on the Attorney General 
such powers as “shall be incompatible with the 
duties and functions” already vested in the 
Controller was recommended to be stricken.  It 
would leave too much open to question and 
produce needless friction, he argued. 

Discussing a provision in the bill that the 
Treasurer “shall pay no moneys or funds out of the 
treasury except in pursuance of laws authorizing 
the payment thereof, but when ever any monies 
are paid they shall be paid from the appropriation 
provided therefore and from no other fund,” Judge 
Wickersham said this had been put in as a check 
because there had been some looseness in paying 
money out of different funds heretofore. 

Other minor amendments were discussed by the 
speaker in connection with the officers and boards 
involved. 

Legislature Has Wide Powers 
Discussing the powers of the Legislature, he said 
no other Territory had possessed an organic act 
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giving it as wide a range of powers as that 
possessed by the local Legislature.  Every case 
taken to the “Supreme Court of the United States 
involving the constitutionality of laws passed by it 
had upheld its powers. 

Some barriers and checks were placed on it by 
the Congress as in every case.  Some limitations 
were inserted in the Act when it reached the floor 
of the house, but over his protests.  He said the 
limitation placed against the Legislature enacting 
laws on fisheries subjects was one of this kind and 
was put in over his vigorous protest.  Generally, he 
summed up, the Legislature has more power than 
ever was given to any Territory and its constitution 
in some respects is more far-reaching than the 
Constitution of the United States. 

Quotes Newspaper Comments 
He quoted adverse newspaper comments form 

“Stroller’s Weekly,” the other local “daily paper,” the 
Ketchikan Chronicle and the Daily Gateway of 
Seward.  The first named publication, he said, 
objected because it feared it would put the control 
of Alaska in the hands of the Indians.  “If we are to 
wait until all the Indians die off, we will never get 
territorial self-government,” he asserted.  The 
Assertion of the Ketchikan paper that it would 
merely add another bureau and entail more costs 
of administration, he declared, was not borne out 
by facts. 

The other “local daily” had not been fair in its 
comments, he asserted.  It continually talked about 
the limitations of the Legislature, and about the 
necessity for a county form of Government in order 
to have complete local-self control.  Nobody wants 
a county government in Alaska, if they did, all that 
was necessary to get it was for the Legislature to 
pass the necessary legislation ands have it sent to 
Washington and get Congress to approve it. 

Recites Original Fight 
He then cited the difficulties encountered in getting 
the present Organic Act through Congress.  He 
asserted he had to fight Gov. Hoggatt and 
President Taft and it wasn’t an easy fight.  It 
included fighting bureaucrats and a cannery lobby, 
but he won. 

Diary 37, 1927 
March 30 

30 
[clipping continued] 

As a result of his victory, he said, he had 
received numerous telegrams and letters of 
congratulations.  Two letters addressed to him and 
signed by John W. Troy were read in which Mr. 
Troy congratulated him in the successful 
termination of his fight, upon his re-election and 
hoped for him future success in Congress and 
political fields.  These letters bore dates in May and 

J:\hist_docs\wickersham\ASL-MS0107-6-37.doc 



Alaska State Library - Historical Collections, PO Box 110571, Juneau AK 99811-0571 
Diary of James Wickersham. Aug. 24, 1926 to July 5, 1927. 
MS 107 BOX 6 DIARY 37 
 

August, 1912. 
That writer’s present statements, charged the 

speaker, are unfair and not made in good faith.  
They are made for the purpose of beating the bill.  
“You people know what we are up against when 
we attempt to get legislation for the people instead 
of for the big canneries,” he added. 

Makes Personal Appeal 
Judge Wickersham closed by a personal appeal 

to the Legislators not to get an “inferiority complex.”  
They represented a potentially greater country than 
the original 13 colonies, he said.  Alaska stands 
just where the colonies stood on July 4, 1776, - at 
the very beginning of Government.  “Pass this bill,” 
he urged, “and give the people the beginnings of 
self-government.” 

Of the 185 laws enacted by Alaska legislatures, 
not a single one of them, he declared, have any 
element of self-government, he charged.  The 
Controller Bill, he praised as an American Bill.  
There are more than 50 bureaus operating in the 
Territory, over 30 Federal and over 20 Territorial in 
nature. 

He attacked the right of the Governor and the 
Secretary of the Territory to function under 
Territorial laws.  The Controller Bill, he had 
declared previously, does not take away any power 
from either that has been vested in them by 
Federal statutes, merely duties that have been 
bestowed on them by local statutes.  Under the 
provisions of Section 11, of the Organic Act, 
neither could legally discharge such functions and 
duties.  In this connection he quoted rulings of 
former Attorney General George B. Grigsby, 
Attorney General Rustgard, and the Marshal vs. 
Callaham opinion of the Circuit Court of Appeals.  
Basing his assertion at least partly on these, he 
declared both the Governor and Secretary were 
equally disqualified for Territorial duties. 

He closed by his appeal to the Irish members 
and his warning that a vote against the bill would 
be followed up at the polls. 
 
[clipping] 

JUDGE WICKERSHAM AND 1912  
CONGRATULATIONS. 

Judge Wickersham declared last night that The 
Empire has not been fair toward him or his Organic 
Act and in support of the contention he read a letter 
from the editor of the Empire, written in August 
1912, shortly after the passage of the law, 
congratulating him upon its passage. 

However, as usually is the case with him, Judge 
Wickersham did not tell all the facts. 

In the first place, in 1911, when on his way to  
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Washington, Judge Wickersham asked the editor 
of the Empire, then a resident of Seattle, to 
intercede with Alaska and Seattle Democrats to get 
them to exert influence upon the then recently 
elected Democratic majority in Congress to support 
his Alaska Territorial Government Bill.  In response 
to this request the editor of the Empire took the 
matter up with A.J. Daly of Nome and Judge 
Jennings of Juneau, and Charles G. Heifner and 
William Pigott of Seattle. After going over Judge 
Wickersham’s bill it was decided that it would be 
impossible to support it unless he would cut out a 
lot of the limitations that were in it.  When this was 
reported to Judge Wickersham he became very 
angry.  He 

Diary 37, 1927 
March 30 

30 
[clipping continued] 
and R.F. Roth of Fairbanks had had a debate over 
his bill, Mr. Roth contending that it contained so 
many limitations on the power of the Legislature 
that it would be worse than useless.  However, 
those who had been considering the bill remained 
firm, and Judge Wickersham finally, with grit 
reluctance, consented to make the suggested 
changes. 

“I will humble myself,” he said, “I will admit that 
Roth was right and I was wrong, because I must 
have the aid of the Democrats in Congress or I 
shall fail.” 

He then asked that one of the Democrats who 
had been considering the bill, preferably Judge 
Jennings, write him a letter stating the changes 
that were demanded.  That was done. 

When the bill was passed, the editor of The 
Empire congratulated judge Wickersham.  He 
supposed that he had made the promised changes 
in his bill.  Only some of them had been made.  
Judge Wickersham said that   the bill was the “first 
step” toward self-government, and all that was 
necessary was to follow it up with other steps. 

Four months later, President Taft, in his message 
to Congress in December 1912, asked that Alaska 
be given a full Territorial form of government.  That 
was a clear invitation to take the next step.  Judge 
Wickersham did not take it.  A year later, President 
Wilson made a similar request.  Judge Wickersham 
made no move.  Three years later, Bo Sweeney, 
Assistant Secretary of the Interior, writing for the 
Administration said that President Wilson and 
Secretary Lane still stood for a full Territorial 
government for Alaska.  Still Judge Wickersham 
took no step. That brought us to the campaigns of 
1914 and 1916. 

Under the circumstances, the editor of The 
Empire believed and still believes, that Judge 
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Wickersham had forfeited any claim he might have 
had to the confidence of those who believe in self-
government for Alaska - of government of Alaska 
by Alaskans.  He has done nothing to regain that 
forfeited confidence. 

The editor of The Empire has no apology to offer 
for congratulating Judge Wickersham in August 
1912 for negotiating the first step toward self-
government.  He only regrets that the distinguished 
gentlemen never gave him an opportunity to 
congratulate him on taking another step. 
 
[clipping] 

WICKERSHAM AND THE FISHERIES 
LIMITATION IN ORGANIC ACT. 

Judge Wickersham said last night that the  
limitation in the Alaska Organic Act providing that 
the Legislature could not amend or repeal the 
Federal fisheries and game laws for Alaska was 
placed in the bill by amendments offered from the 
floor of the House and passed over his protest. 

Diary 37, 1927 
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[clipping continued] 

The debate over this question may be found in 
the Congressional  Record beginning at page 
5,285, volume 48, 62d Congress.  It shows that Mr. 
Willis, now a Senator from Ohio but then a member 
of the House, offered an amendment providing that 
the Alaska Legislature could not repeal or amend 
the Federal game laws of Alaska.  Mr. Mann, the 
Republican leader in Congress, offered an 
amendment to the amendment, providing that the 
Federal fisheries laws also should be immune from 
repeal or amendment by the Alaska Legislature.  
Mr. Willis accepted the amendment.  At page 
5,288, volume 48, 62 congress, Congressional 
Record, appears the final dialogue of the debate. It 
follows: 

MR. WICKERSHAM I think they ought to be 
allowed to amend them. 

MR. WILLIS - WE HAVE A FEDERAL FISH 
LAW IN ALASKA.  THE GENTLEMAN IS NOT 
OBJECTING TO THAT?  

MR. WICKERSHAM - NO. 
Mr. WILLIS - That is all this amendment 

provides-that the Legislature shall: not have 
power to amend the present fish and game laws. 

MR. WICKERSHAM - What does it mean? 
MR. WILLIS - It means that the present laws 

shall stand. 
MR. WICKERSHAM - I SHAL LWITHDRAW 

MY OBJECTIONS. 
Prior to this colloquy, Mr. Wickersham said: 

I should have no objection to the House putting 
in a provision reserving the right to Congress to 
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control the game laws. 
And Mr. Wickersham said, further, referring to 
the Federal fish laws for Alaska: 

Mr. Chairman, I think the fish laws ought to be 
left alone. 

It is well to add also, that the amendment would 
not have carried if Mr. Wickersham had not 
consented. The House Committee on Territories 
had agreed to stand by the bill.  In fact, Judge 
Houston, Chairman of the Committee, had 
protested to Judge Wickersham about the number 
of limit’s he was putting in the bill.  He said that it 
seemed that the Delegate from Alaska was trying 
to get just as little authority as possible for the 
Territorial Government and assured him that the 
House of Representatives would stand by the 
Committee on Territories and over-ride objections 
of those who might oppose a real Territorial 
government. 
 

WHAT JUDGE WICKERSHAM THOUGHT  
ABOUT HIS ORGANIC ACT IN 1912. 

Judge Wickershams declaration last night that  
the Alaska Legislature has more power than any 
other Territorial Legislature was ever given is too 
silly to claim serious attention.  However, it must be 
admitted that it is appropriate that attention should 
be called to what Judge Wickersham, him- 

Diary 37, 1927 
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[clipping continued] 
self, thought about it in 1912.  In explaining his bill 
to the Senate Committee that was considering it he 
said: 

As I said, all our people have declared in favor 
of an elective Legislature.  We want a Territorial 
Legislature, a small one of 24 members, WITH 
ITS POWERS SO LIMITED THAT IT CAN DO 
NO INJURY,  
LIMITED IN THE WAY OF TAXATION,  
LIMITED ABSOLUTELY IN THE WAY OF 
POWERS WHICH THEY MAY USE EITHER 
FOR OR AGAINST THE PEOPLE: WITH A 
GOVERNOR, APPOINTED BY THE 
PRESIDENT WHO MAY VETO EVERY BILL 
THEY MAY PROPOSE; with a provision that 
every law which is thus passed and approved by 
the Governor, or passed over - his veto, shall 
come before Congress and may be disapproved. 
That is what we want.  WE WANT EVEN LESS 
THAN ANY OTHER TERRITORY HAD. 
 

A fair typical statement of the untruthful character 
of Troys editorials may be had by comparing his 
assertion in the second editorial that Judge 
Houston, chairman of the Committee on Territories 
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said certain things about the Bill then (April 24, 
1912) pending before the house of 
Representatives; Houston was not the Chairman of 
the Committee at that time, nor for some time 
afterward.  Flood, of Virginia, was the Chairman, as 
the Congressional Record shows, etc., but Troy 
does not expect his readers to look up the Record 
for the facts - & they do not.  His editorials are a 
number of falsehoods, of which this installment is 
fairly typical. 

Diary 37, 1927 
March 31- 
April 2 

-31st – 
Busy in office as usual.  Correspondence, much 
interest in Controller Bill.  The fight is hard and 
furious, - the Territorial papers are coming to the 
rescue of the Governor and opposing the Bill.  It 
will be a close vote. 

-April 1st – 
Working in office as usual.  Dinner tonight with Dr. 
& Mrs. DeVighne, Sutherland & others. 

-2nd - 
Court this forenoon.  Preparing the present case of 
Matheson heirs on Monday. 
Sutherland will go on SS. Watson, to the westward 
- will make some speeches - at Anchorage & other 
places in the interest of the Controller Bill.  The 
fight on the bill in the Senate is growing more 
intense & the result is in doubt.  Dunn, of 4th 
Division, is the pivotal vote - and no one knows 
whether he will vote for or against it.  He is weak - 
but ought to be for the bill! 

Diary 37, 1927 
April 3-4 

-3rd – 
Sutherland went to Anchorage - last nights boat.  
Recd. nice letter from Darrell - he is back in S.F. 
after 5 weeks in the East.  Seems very much 
pleased at trip & treatment by Company with whom 
he is employed.  Says they gave him a raise for 
this year beginning Jan. 1. - he says Jane is 
suffering from rheumatism, etc. 
Controllers Bill is yet in doubt in the Ter. Senate 
and may be defeated there. 
Sunday - but worked all day on the Matheson 
Estate case.  Judge Reed has reversed himself on 
his opinion of June 20, 1924, & now holds that the 
decree which he then sustained is now void & sets 
it aside & orders new account. 

-4th - 
Argued law in the Matheson Estate case on 
proposed findings today.  Reed has reversed his 
former decision - and now opens up final decree in 
which we brought suit against the bondsman. 

Diary 37, 1927 
April 4 

4th – continued. 
[clipping] 

JUDGE WICKERSHAM AND CONSISTENCY. 
There is an old saying that those who live in 

glass houses should not throw stones.  Judge 
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Wickersham’s record for consistency has not been 
so grand and glorious that he does not come within 
the meaning of the glass house proverb. 
Tuesday night he had a lot to say about the duty of 
the legislature to change the form of government of 
the Territory.  The performance caused people to 
harken back to an occasion a dozen years ago 
when the Judge lectured a Legislature because it 
took, according to his idea at that time, too much 
interest in the question of self-government. 

Judge Wickersham came to Juneau in 1915 and 
found the Legislature not performing to his liking.  It 
was considering with apparent favor a memorial 
asking for full Territorial government.  He rented a 
hall and made a speech about the same length as 
his Tuesday’s effort, in which he denounced The 
Empire and certain members of the legislature.  He 
got very angry as he proceeded with his speech 
and finally defied the whole Legislature. 

On this occasion, Judge Wickersham told the 
Legislature to “keep your fool memorials.” He 
continued, “I will go as far without them as with 
them.” 

But even that was not strong enough, for he later 
in the speech, told the Legislature:  

IT IS NONE OF YOUR BUSINESS WHAT  
KIND OF A GOVERNMENT YOU HAVE –  

THAT IS FOR CONGRESS TO SAY. 
But that was a time when the Territorial 

Legislature was really and seriously endeavoring to 
get a wider measure of self-government for the 
Territory.  It was different from the present situation 
when the political machine of which Judge 
Wickersham is a conspicuous part is endeavoring 
to get “straw boss” positions for one or two of its 
members and a place on the payroll for other 
henchmen. 

And that reminds us that Judge Wickersham said 
in his speech Tuesday night that he had to fight a 
long battle with Gov. Hoggatt and other opponents 
of self-government in order to get his Organic Act 
passed.  It was not such a long fight for him.  Less 
than five years before the passage of his measure 
and a few months before he announced his 
candidacy for Delegate to Congress in 1903 he 
wrote a letter in which he said that he agreed with 
Gov. Hoggatt that Alaska should not have a 
Territorial Government. 

This is all in keeping with his statement to the 
Senate committee that considered his Organic bill 
when it was pending in the Senate that: 

We want a Territorial Legislature***  
LIMITED ABSOLUTELY IN THE WAY OF  
POWERS WHICH THEY MAY USE  
EITHER FOR OR AGAINST THE  
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PEOPLE. 
Judge Wickersham has been on both sides of  

nearly every question that has been before the 
people of Alaska.  He has been consistent in 
nothing, but he has been more nearly consistent in 
opposing self-government than anything else. 

Diary 37, 1927 
April 5 

-5th - 
Spent most of the day preparing papers in the case 
of Matheson minor heirs, against whom Judge 
Reed has recently decided a case, very unfairly, I 
think.  I am preparing to take an appeal on law 
points - if I can persuade myself I can secure a 
reversal.  He is “loading” the record with every 
obstacle possible to prevent a reversal - he would 
rather be guilty of additional wrong than to be 
reversed!  Of course I must keep quiet, but work 
the harder.   

Also wrote affidavit in support of application of  
Pardon for Joe Williams, Indian, who was found 
guilty of assault with intent to kill - on what is now 
admitted perjury.  Rather a hard day with two bad 
cases. 

It looks doubtful if the Controller Bill will pass.  I  
am the more resigned to fight because it is a public 
matter and will be passed in time, as it ought to be 
now.  The people can remedy that situation when 
they are well advised & will do so at the polls. 

Diary 37, 1927 
April 6-7 

-6th – 
The Controller Bill was defeated in the Senate 
today: Hunt, Steel, Brown and Frame voted for the 
bill. Jensen, Pratt, Dunn & Howard voted against it 
- and failing to receive five votes it was lost. 

The House members will now attempt to pass it 
in that body, with some changes, and send it to the 
Senate again - if they can pass it in the House! 
Some oratory was loosened into a “Taku” which 
blowing at the time, and thus the much feared 
”political machine”, to be elected by the people of 
Alaska, was destroyed by the Senatorial Solons! 

-7th - 
The Empire was filled today with abuse of those 
who supported the Controller Bill - and much space 
given especially to the effusions of Dunn & Jensen: 
They are gone over entirely to the Empire - 
Bureaucratic crowd. 
One Pat Gilday seems to be in charge of Dunn & 
other Bureau officials are active in charge of 
lobbying. 

Diary 37, 1927 
April 7 

7 
This editorial and the long front page quotations 
from the speeches of Senators against the 
Controller Bill ought to convince those blind 
senators that they are being led with a ring in their 
noses, like a little red bull at a county fair: But they 
are carried away with their own victory & cannot 
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understand.  They seem to think every part of 
Alaska is moved like the little portion in Juneau. 
There is to be a meeting of the members of the 
Legislature in my office tonight who support the 
Controller Bill, to consider 
further steps to be taken in the fight for its 
adoption.  I will not be present. 

Diary 37, 1927 
April 8-9 

-8th – 
Thirteen members of the Legislature - 4 Senators & 
nine Members of the house, met in my office last 
night and agreed to amend the Controller Bill, by 
leaving out the Atty. Genl. and putting in the 
Governor, and as thus amended, they agreed to 
pass the bill through the House and try to secure 
Dunn or Howard to vote for it in the Senate!  They 
say Dunn has agreed he will vote for it as thus 
amended - but I doubt whether he will or not. 

-9th – 
Office work as usual.  Am making some additional 
cards for Bibliography of Alaska. The Legislature 
may provide for its publication - the House has 
passed the appropriation of $5000. to pay for it, but 
it has yet to pass the Senate & the Governor. 

-10th – 
Sunday and working on Biblio cards 
Sutherland telegraphs good meeting at Anchorage 
& great majority favor Controller Bill! 

Diary 37, 1927 
April 10-12 

-10- 
The lower House of the Legislature passed the 
Fairbanks Agri. College bill, with a section 
providing $5000 for publishing my Bibliography as 
Misc. Vol. No. 1. of the College. 

-11th – 
Busy with law work, but also at work on retyping 
pages of the Biblio. with additions.  Recd. and read 
with much interest the Jan - Feb Vol. 27, No 1, Nat. 
Hist. Journal of the Am. Mus. of Nat. Hist. N.Y. in 
describing the big lizard, Varanus Komodomesis 
from the island of Komodo, east of Java. 

-12th - 
Very busy day in the office. 
Many cannery men here on legislation.  Some 
come in and see me about matters.  Recd. letter 
from Jen - with copies of Tennessee record about 
our Great-Great Grandfather John Word [Ward?] - 
Revolutionary Soldier – hon commissioned officer 
in the Continental line.  I have 

Diary 37, 1927 
April 12 

12 
copied these originals and will return them to Jen, 
bot be returned to Nan, who followed up this 
branch of our genealogy to these records. 
Our Great Grandmother was John Words daughter 
- I have a good photograph of this great 
grandmother - and as a boy I often visited her - 
She then had a neat, clean home near Grandpa 
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McHaneys in Marion Co. Ill. where I was born.  
John Wood was a great land owner in Tenn. - 1000 
acres given to him by North Carolina as a non-
commissioned officer in the Revolutionary War.  He 
also owned many slaves etc. as his will shows.  My 
great grandmother disposed of her slaves & came 
up to Ill about 1840 - and ever after lived in free 
territory. 
 
[clipping] 

SUTERLAND  
DEFENDS THE  

CONTROLLER BILL 
Delegate Addresses a Meeting 

at Anchorage-Places Self 
Alongside of Wickersham 

Anchorage, Alaska, April 11.- Talking 
bureaucracy as his subject, Delegate Dan A. 
Sutherland addressed a theatre crowd Saturday 
night.  He quoted President Coolidge and Senator 
Reed of Missouri against the system of 
bureaucracy and in favor of State rights. 

The Delegate declared that State rights and local 
government will be the paramount issues in the 
next National and Territorial campaigns. 

He flayed the Alaska press as being subservient 
to big interests, designating them as being among 
the “malevolent factors slinking along the 
highways” in the effort to serve bureaucracy.  He 
particularly scored the Anchorage Times for edit 
opposing the Controller Bill. 

The delegate declared that the Controller Bill did 
not propose to take away functions Congress had 
delegated to the Governor but only to take away 
from him those powers conferred on him by the 
Legislature and relieve Alaska of the bureaucratic 
rule of Federal officials. 

Praises Wickersham 
Sutherland praised Judge James Wickersham for 

 “twenty years of fighting for the people of Alaska 
against the interests.”  He said that he hoped to 
continue the fight along side of Judge Wickersham. 
A rising vote indicated that a big majority of those 
who attended the meeting favored the Controller 
Bill in principle. 

Diary 37, 1927 
April 13 

-13th - 
Sutherland returned to Juneau on the early boat 
this morning - says he had a good big poll meeting 
at Anchorage etc that the public there is strongly in 
favor of the Controller Bill.  He showed me a letter 
from Fairbanks, from Albrecht, Pres. of Republican 
Club saying they had a public mass meeting there 
which declared in favor of the Bill, with only 4 
dissenting votes - etc. 
Offices full of politicians tonight discussing 
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Controller Bill. Howard, Pres. Senate, threatens to 
sustain a point of order against further 
consideration of the Controller Bill if it comes to the 
Senate from the House, even with the Governor in 
place of the Attorney General - as was in the bill 
voted on in the Senate.  Tonight, however, Howard 
asked Paul to discuss the House bill with him - and 
he seems to he in doubt about what to do now - He 
has a rubber string for a backbone. 

Diary 37, 1927 
April 14-16 

-14th – 
District Court convened today: Three boys from 
Petersburg are sent to me by Earl N. Ohmer, the 
shrimp man, lobe defended for riot. It was a case of 
a boyish squable with three Filipino which resulted 
in a fight - nothing serious.  Grand Jury drawn & 
put to work.  Had dinner tonight with Sutherland at 
Mr. & Mrs. Morrisons - “Stevie & Pete,” a good 
dinner.  Office filled each night with members of the 
Legislature talking “Comptroller Bill.” 

-15- 
The Grand jury found “not a true bill” in the case of 
the three boys from Petersburg - much to my relief.  
Busy in office, and when not busy I am making 
some additions sent to me by Hugh A. Morrison, 
Congressional Library to the Bibliography of 
Alaska.  Much interest in Legislation over the 
Comptroller bill. 

-16th - 
Court announced this morning that most of the jury 
cases must be postponed until after July 1. on 
account of the failure 

Diary 37, 1927 
April 16 

16 
to pass the Urgent Deficiency Bill by Congress - 
there is no money to keep the jury at work.  My 
cases - Bowersox - v Behrends Bank, etc. went 
over with the other jury cases. 

The Comptroller Bill passed the House of Reps. 
today by a vote of 9 to 7, after several hours 
oratory - But, it will fail in the Senate, where 
Howard, presiding officer will sustain a point of 
order against it, and prevent its passage – even if it 
had the votes to pass, which it does not.  The vote 
there will be, as before, 4 to 4.  Our boys have 
made a good fight - the total vote in the Legislature 
stands 13 for the bill and 11 against it - but the 
4 to 4 vote in the Senate prevents its passage.  
Gaffney, from Nome, today lauded the Bunas and 
claimed they made good government & declared 
he wanted more Bureaus.  It seems they do not 
understand or appreciate the principle of self-
government by the people - they are for a 
bureaucratic system. 

Diary 37, 1927 
April 16 

16 
[clipping] 

THINGS TO CONSIDER. 
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When a lawmaking body is called upon to pass 
upon a measure which would provide a change in 
the government or in the matter of doing things, the 
first thing that ought to be considered is, “What is 
wrong with conditions as they are?”  If present 
conditions are satisfactory the matter should be 
dropped. If conditions as they are are not right the 
next thing to consider is whether or not the 
proposed measure is the best remedy. 

And in considering these questions, due weight 
should be given the doctrine laid down in the 
Declaration of Independence that: 
Prudence, indeed, will dictate that Government 
long established should not be changed for light 
and transient causes. 

What is wrong with the operation of the 
Government of Alaska?  Gov. Parks says it is 
efficient and economical and functioning 
satisfactorily. Who knows more about it than Gov. 
Parks? 

EVASION. 
A short time ago in referring to the circumstance 

that Judge Wickersham had been accused at a 
committee hearing, when his Organic Act was 
pending, of trying to get just as little self-
government as possible for the Territory, we 
referred to Judge Houston as the accuser and as 
“Chairman of the House Committee on Territories.  
Judge Wickersham has denied the Empire’s 
statement by declaring that Judge Houston did not 
become chairman of the committee until the next 
Congress.  It is true that Henry D. Flood was 
Chairman of the House Territories Committee in 
1912 but it also is true that Judge Houston was the 
ranking member of the committee and actually 
presided as acting chairman at most of its 
meetings in the 62nd Congress. 

Judge Wickershams denial recalls an incident 
that occurred down in the State of Washington at 
the time of the 1893 panic.  A business, political 
and personal feud had developed between the 
officers of the only bank in a certain town and one 
of the most active lawyers in the town.  The bank 
failed and its receiver employed the enemy of the 
bankers as his attorney. The officers of the bank 
sought to have the Comptroller of the Currency 
force the bank receiver to fire the lawyer and 
employ another, and they filed charges in support 
of their request.  One day the bank receiver got a 
telegram from the Comptroller of the Currency that 
read something like this: 

Serious charges have been filed against your 
attorney, the worst being that he had been 
indicted for arson in Smith Country, Kansas. 
Have him deny or explain. 
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[Wickersham interjects:] 
EVASION: I have so frequently denied this part of 
Troy’s statement that there is no need to do it 
again.  Anyway, the record shows that no one else 
has obtained or attempted to obtain anything in the 
way of self-government for Alaska, so why quarrel 
with him about it.  Then, too, I have no paper to 
print my statements - and again he may have some 
letter from Judge Houston! so I will let the record 
speak for itself.  The people of Alaska know the 
record - and Troy! 
 
[clipping continued] 

Of course the counties were not names Smith  
and Jones nor were they in Kansas, but otherwise 
the incident is history.  Judge Wickersham will not 
deny that the accusation that he was trying to get 
as little self-government as possible was not made. 

Diary 37, 1927 
April 16 

16 
[clipping continued] 

The receiver immediately showed the telegram to 
his attorney who asked if he might answer it.  
Getting the receivers consent, the attorney 
addressed a telegram to the Comptroller of the 
Currency that read something like this: 

The charge that I was indicted for arson in 
Smith County, Kansas is a malignant lie, made 
out of whole cloth.  It was Jones County. 

Of course the counties were not names Smith 
and Jones nor were they in Kansas, but otherwise 
the incident is history. 

Judge Wickersham will not deny that the 
accusation that he was trying to get as little self-
government as possible was not made. 
 
[ clipping] 

GAFFNEY MAKES  
STRONG SPEECH  
ON CONTROLLER 

Veteran Legislator Attacks 
Controller Bill-Praises 
Gov. Parks Message 

The House today began its debate on the 
celebrated Controller Bill and it was expected that 
a vote would be reached this afternoon.  Passage 
of the measure was expected.  Representative 
Gaffney, Nome, had delivered the principal 
address against the measure at mid-afternoon.  It 
was a carefully prepared address, impressively 
delivered and carried a sustained and logical 
argument against the measure which he scornfully 
termed a piece of “rainbow-chasing, job-creating 
legislation.” 

Ross Opens Debate 
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Representative Ross, Fairbanks, opened the 
debate with a short talk approving the measure.  
He denied it was a radical departure from 
establishment forms of Territorial government.  
Heretofore, he noted, the Legislatures of Alaska 
had utilized existing machinery in governmental 
administration.  In this manner many duties have 
been piled upon the Governors and Secretaries of 
the Territory, many of which must perforce by 
entrusted to clerks by reason of their multiplicity.  It 
was not fair to overburden these officers, he 
argued, and it was right and proper for the 
Legislature to create new offices to take care of 
new duties. 

Pleas for Governor 
Mr. Gaffney, delivered his address from 

manuscript from which, however, he departed upon 
several occasions.  Once he picked up a printed 
copy of Gov. George A. Parks’ biennial message to 
the Legislature and quoted passage after passage 
from it which, he asserted, contained the most 
forceful arguments possible to be uttered against 
the measure. 

“I suppose you would call him a bureau chief,” he 
declared. “I wish to God we had many more men of 
his type in Alaska,” he cited the Governors figures 
on cost of Government administration, six per cent 
of the total revenue and challenged proponents of 
the bill and business men generally to lower this in 
either government or business.  “They never tell 
you in figures how much it costs to run their 
political scheme.  Ah, No!  They never touch 
figures in detail.  Only a mass of glittering 
generalities to blind the unthinking public.” 

Points to Difference 
And after reading again from the Governor’s 

message, he declared: “What a distinct difference 
between Gov. Parks and Mr. Wickersham?  Let us 
compare the homely but logical deductions in the 
message of our Governor.  Here every phase of 
Alaska’s conditions are laid bare, every sphere of 
the Territories industries are analyzed, every 
problem confronting us receives the most minute 
and searching scrutiny.  Solutions for the many 
intricate phases of our social, political and 
industrial activities are offered with a clearness and 
vigor character of the rugged honesty and 
fearlessness of our Executive.  He warns against 
experimental legislation, meaning undoubtedly 
measures like the Controller Bill and other 
measures of like ilk.  His youthful and highly 
technical mind deals not with visionary projects but 
with cold realities.  He sees 
 
[Wickersham interjects:] 
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One thing I notice!  Troy does not permit the 
Empire to denounce the Controller Bill Principle!  
He lets Gaffney & his followers do it, – but he 
keeps clear of that mistake. 

Diary 37, 1927 
April 16-17 

16 
[clipping continued] 
Alaska, her people and conditions as they are from 
a closeup picture, having traversed the Territory 
form one end to another last summer.  His long 
continuous residence, his associations with the 
“roughneck” as well as the business man or 
professional man, gives him the background on 
which to base his opinions.  And like the rugged 
mountains of the country which God destined him 
to preside over, he stands unawed and unalterable 
in his sound convictions by the political blizzards 
that bowl around his head.” 

Tribute to Wickersham 
Mr. Gaffney opened his address by paying a 

compliment to the “master mind of Mr. 
Wickersham” whom he described as the principal 
proponent of the measure.  But, he asked, “Is it not 
possible he may be mistaken in the wisdom he is 
seeking to bring about?  It is not possible that in his 
political retirement he has estranged himself from 
the intimate knowledge of interior and northwestern 
Alaska with which he was once so closely in 
touch?  Evidently his mind does not visualize that 
the days of the individual in that vast stretch of 
country form Seward to Kotzebue Sound is a thing 
of the past.  That were it not for capital, the 
flourishing camps he once knew in the heyday of 
their success would be as dead as Siberia where 
they have so many Controller Boards they manage 
to keep that mineralized country a wilderness.  Or, 
probably, living in the Panhandle of Alaska, his 
political vision is circumscribed by the narrow strip 
of land that extends from Icy Strait to the Canadian 
border.  Or, it may be, chafing under the restraints 
of political inactivity, he again seeks the 
allurements of public life.”  

Analyzes Controller Pamphlet 
Mr. Gaffney disposed of the printed pamphlet 

advocating the passage of the Controller Bill in a 
few biting sentences.  It did not show one benefit 
that would be derived from it by the industrial, 
economic or political life of Alaska, he declared.  It 
contained only one impressive subject, he 
asserted, “that of creating a political superstructure 
and add to the 
bureaucratic system which he derisively 
stigmatizes ‘A new litter of pups.’  Clear though the 
pamphlet is the specious, sugar-coated argument 
that the bill, if it becomes a law-and I know it won’t-
will be a step to Statehood...  Without population all 
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the Control Bills you might pass for the next 20 
years would not bring you one step nearer 
statehood much less a full form of Territorial 
Government, which would be the first step instead 
of the patchwork this bill aims to establish.” 

Close with Defi 
Mr. Gaffney closed his speech with a defiance to 

those who would whip reluctant legislators into line 
with threats of defeat at future elections: 

“Will this cajolery, intimidation, threats of political 
death, the kiss of death it was called, sway 
legislators from the sense of rightousness, or what 
they inwardly believe to be right?  Will it force them 
to drive the Territory into industrial darkness while 
political industry will bark in the sunshine of that 
offices. 
“I think not and I believe my judgment will be 
verified when the roll call of this House has passed 
into history.  For my part, paraphrasing the words 
of a great American ‘Give me liberty of thought and 
action or give me political death.’  Let the bosses 
who selected me as their agents in this assembly-I 
mean the voters of the Second Division give their 
decision but never to the autocracy of a self 
appointed political boss, or the swishing of a 
master’s whip.  Mr. Speaker with the courage of my 
conviction as a free and independent member of 
this legislature I will record my vote in the journal of 
this house as oppose to the passage of this act for 
the reasons I have stated.” 

-17th - 
Sunday:  Working in office finishing touches on the 
Bibliography of Alaska. 
Sutherlands Birthday.  Dinner with Simpson 
McKinnon & wife & family. Birthday cake for 
Sutherland. 
Office full of politicians talking about the passage of 
the Controller Bill. 

Diary 37, 1927 
April 18 

-18th - 
Working in the office as usual. 
The Senate is divided over Controller Bill.  It is 
rumored that President Howard will sustain the 
point of Order made against it today by Senator 
Pratt, - that it is identical with Senate Bill No 1 - 
which it is not.  I am preparing a Resolution & a 
Protest to be made by 4 senators against that 
action of made.  Pres. Howard stated on Pratts 
making the objection or point of order, that he 
would take under advisement until 2 oclock 
Wednesday.  The other Senators will protest - 
appeal first and protest afterwards.  Probably the 
House will adopt a Resolution of Protest also! 
Talked tonight with Senator Steel about sounding 
out Senators Dunn and Howard, about their 
interest in naming the Controller - in case they will 
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act with Steel & pass the bill.  He intends to have 
such a talk - probably through Senator Frame. 

Diary 37, 1927 
April 19-21 

-19th – 
Same as yesterday.  The Legislature is hearing the 
Canneryman in opposition to fishery legislation.  
Busy in office with litigation. 

-20th – 
Busy on law work today - office as usual. 
Sutherland and I visit much these days & discuss 
plans for his next campaign. 

-21st- 
Same as usual in office.  President Howard of the 
Senate sustained Point of Order against the 
Controller Bill: on vote of appeal the Senate voted 
4 to 4.  Steels new bill to elect a Controller, as a 
separate proposition, was approved by the Senate 
Com. for passage, by Dunn, Brown & Steel!  He & 
Howard also have introduced a bill to elect a 
Treasurer - our friends will vote for both! 
Dinner tonight with Sutherland - present Speaker 
Smith & wife & I. 

Diary 37, 1927 
April 22 

-22nd - 
Working in the office as usual. 
Dunn, Senator, today repudiated his signature to 
the favorable report of Steels Controller Bill - says 
it was a mistake!  The house today appointed a 
Committee to confer with a like Committee from the 
Senate on the exclusion by the Senate by point of 
order, of the House Controller bill!  The House 
resents the action of the Senate. 

I have spent much of the day looking up the 
decisions of the Courts in the matter of the 
enactment of Special and local laws - subsidy Bills 
such as that for making up any loss to Lomen’s 
steamboat carrying freight & passengers from 
Nome to Kotzebue Sound!! 
I am inclined to bring suits after the adjournment of 
the Legislature to prevent the payment of such 
subsidies, and other appropriations for local and 
special uses to private corporations. 

Diary 37, 1927 
April 23-25 

-23rd – 
Studying the law of “subsidies.”  At court room part 
of the day.  Miss Jessup, correcting several badly 
cluttered up pages of the Biblio. -finished the same 
and again the Ms. is done – though Allen of Seattle 
-another Biblio & Book crank will add some items 
to the “Cook” & “Le Perouse” list - when we will be 
done with it. 

-24th – 
Sunday.  Spent part of the day rearranging 
Debbies things and pictures etc. and putting them 
away.  Dinner with the McKinnons: Sutherland was 
the principal guest, of course, but he overlooked 
the engagement - but thought about it an hour late 
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- & came and apologized etc.  We had a nice 
dinner & spent a pleasant evening. 

-25th - 
Busy in the office.  Brought a new suit for the 
Matheson children against Patenaude, et al. to 
recover judgment on notes given by Walker & 
Russell & indorsed by Patenaude. 

Diary 37, 1927 
April 26-27 

-26th – 
Busy in the office.  Nothing new. 

-27th - 
Same as yesterday - Sutherland goes to 
Petersburg tonight - back in 3 days.  Brought suit 
Snyder v Snyder, divorce, etc. 
Received letter from Arthur D. Clark, Cleveland, 
Ohio book publisher about my Ms. “Old Yukon 
Trails” - offering to publish the book on shares - I to 
pay 1/2 and he 1/2 of the cost of publication & to 
divide equally the profits.  Since the publication will 
cost about $6000, I must decline to go into the 
publishing business.  He speaks well of the Ms. 
and I hope he will conclude to take the chances 
without me.  I shall write to him a good letter of 
explanation, for I think it will prove, not a best 
seller, but a long continued and steady seller, 
especially to tourists on the Mt. McKinley Railroad 
and along the tourist line to that Mt. 

Diary 37, 1927 
April 28-29 

-28th – 
Same as usual in office. 

-29th – 
The Territorial Senate today passed the Ag. 
College appropriation bill, with the special 
appropriation of $5000. to print my Bibliography 
Misc. Pub. No. 1. for that institution.  Now if the 
Gov. does not veto it there seems a fair opportunity 
to get it printed!  While I will get only a small (1/4) 
share of the books for my Ms. & labor, I am quite 
satisfied with that consideration!  Gov. Parks today 
sent in the names of Tony Dimond & two other 
partisan Democrats, to the Ter. Senate, for 
Regents of the Ag. College.  If they shall be 
confirmed it gives that college over to the bitterest 
partisan politicians in Alaska as a political plum!  Its 
an outrage and an insult to the people of the 
Territory. 
A meeting of Legislators in my office tonight to 
consider legislative matters. I did not remain - it 
was a business meeting. 

Diary 37, 1927 
February 30- 
May 1st 

-30th – 
Legislature drawing to a close.  It has been the 
most disappointing Legislature in our history.  The 
non-public interests and their subsidized 
newspapers have controlled it in every thing in 
which they were interested. The two outstanding 
strong men have been Senator Steel, of Juneau 
and Rep. Wm. L. Paul, of Ketchikan, but the power 
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of the Cannery and Transportation interests have 
been too overpowering, and their (Steel & Pauls) 
efforts have not been successful in securing 
beneficial legislation for that reason. 
The effort to secure a separation of the Federal & 
Territorial 

-May 1st 1927 
Sunday.  Worked all day in office preparing to bring 
suit to restrain the Ter. Treasurer from paying 
certain appropriations which the App. bill for the 
Terr. Legis. will carry - for violation of the laws of 
the U.S. - Unauthorized by such laws. 

Diary 37, 1927 
May 2 

-May 2nd - 
Same as usual in office.  The Legislature has 
finally been unable, owing to the Senate dividing 4 
and 4, to pass the Controller Bill, or to grant any 
measure of popular government. I am determined 
to “police” the situation in 
an endeavor to force some attention to the 
situation, and I am now engaged in the preparation 
of a suit which I will bring against the Territorial 
Treasurer to prevent the payment of Territorial 
funds for the support of Federal officials - with the 
expectation of dividing & separating the Federal 
Bureaus from the Territorial Government.  Judge 
Reed will naturally be favorable to the Federal 
Bureaus, and I may have to carry the case to the 
U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals - I am, therefore, 
busy examining the decisions of the courts to 
familiarize myself with the legal principles involved.  
It is an interesting study. 

Diary 37, 1927 
May 3 

-3rd - 
Am preparing a Complaint in the case to enjoin the 
Treasurer from paying several appropriation items, 
which I think are ultra vires[?] & void.  Consulting in 
the matter with Delegate Sutherland, Attorney 
General Rustgard, Senator Steel, who all urge 
bringing the suit. 

3rd Continued. 
Have finished outline of Complaint in the injunction 
suit vs Ter. Treasurer. 
The Legislature has not yet passed the General 
Appropriation bill, but will do so in the next 3 days.  
Adjournment Thursday night.  Dinner this evening 
with Mr. & Mrs. Hosea Ross of Fairbanks.  He is 
member of Legislature.  Sutherland and I took 
dinner with them. 
The SS. “Yukon” is at the dock & several Fairbanks 
people on board. 
Recd. from Harshberger, Admr. Mrs. Wickershams 
Est. copy of Inventory. Total value of all $36,757.23.  
Her part valued at $18,378.61 = 1/2 of total. This 
does not include my bonds & Alaska property. 
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Diary 37, 1927 
May 4 

-4th - 
In office as usual.  The Legislature is about to 
conclude its work.  The Cannery Lobbyists are in 
charge & have defeated all efforts to raise their 
license taxes, and their “friends” in the Legislature 
have also prevented the increase of the license tax 
on the Kennecott Copper Co. - which pays a very 
light tax as compared with the cannery interests.  
These are much disappointed that (1) the 
Kennecott Co escapes practically all burdens, and 
(2) their “friends” in the Legislature have 
appropriated about $2,100,000, or $70.00 per capita 
for the 30,000 white people in Alaska - for 2 years!  
The cannery men know that this means increased 
& higher high taxes - out of their pockets- and they 
are properly shocked - but what can a poor 
canneryman do, when his own “friends” run a tax 
increasing “muck”? 

I am getting my pleadings ready for a suit to  
restrain the Ter. Treasurer from paying a large 
number of illegal items in the Appropriation Bill, as 
soon as it is passed & approved by the Governor. 

Diary 37, 1927 
May 5-6 

-5th – 
My Complaint is ready & I am waiting to hear that 
the Governor has signed the Appropriation Bill so I 
can start the suit against the Treasurer to enjoin 
payment of several illegal items in it.  I have 
concluded to bring the suit in my own name, since 
there is only the law points at issue, and in that 
way I can control a suit, for whose costs etc. I must 
be responsible anyway. 
The Legislature had not passed the Appropriation 
bill until late - so I went home & to bed. 

-6th - 
Informed early this morning that the Legislature 
passed & the Governor  approved the Appro. Bill 
late last night with all the objectionable items as I 
had already alleged in my Complaint.  So I filed the 
complaint at 9 a.m. & served the same on the 
Treasurer before 10 oclock:  Judge Reed signed 
an Order to show cause and I served that on the 
Treasurer - the order sets the hearing for 
Wednesday the 11th at 2. p.m. 

Diary 37, 1927 
May 6 

6th continued. 
This afternoon - after news of my suit was filed - a 
committee of six or seven former members - 
Senator Frame, Reps. Paul, Sundquist, Johnson, 
Worth, Ross - of the Legislature called on me at my 
office and asked me to withdraw so much of my 
case as referred to the additional appro. for 
overtime for the Senate & House employees!  They 
one and all admitted that the appropriation was 
invalid, but said they had advised the employees (a 
dozen flappers) that they would be paid for their 
overtime etc.  I explained that these employees of 
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the Senate and House were Federal employees, & 
they could not be paid under Sec. 7 of the Organic 
Act, etc. which they admitted.  I finally told them I 
would not omit the items - that the - fact that these 
employees had been paid the Territorial funds for 
14 years was a good reason for stopping it now - 
that I intended to stand by my complaint!  They all 
agreed with me on the law- but, they wanted the 
“flappers” to get the money!  The Legislature 
“harem” & the cannery lobby are the two most 
powerful abuses surrounding a weak Legislature. 

Diary 37, 1927 
May 6 

6 
This evenings Empire under a big scare head has 
the following about my suit: 

SUIT IS FILED  
AGAINST SMITH  

BY WICKERSHAM 
Funds for Governor, Secre- 

tary and Legislative Help 
Is Tied Up by Suit. 

SAYS APPROPRIATIONS 
ARE MADE UNLAWFULLY 

 Stops work of Completing 
Records of Legislature 

-Ties Up Overtime. 
Based on a complaint filed by Judge James 

Wickersham in the U.S. District Court today Judge 
T.M. Reed issued a temporary order restraining 
Wallstein G. Smith, Territorial Treasurer from 
paying out any money from Appropriations made 
by the Legislature for the office of Gov. George A. 
Parks and maintenance and repair of the Executive 
Mansion, Secretary Thiele’s office and for all 
special legislative expenses. 

The total sum involved is $42,690.  Judge Reed 
set 2 p.m. May 11, as the time for the Treasurer to 
appear and show cause why the order should not 
be made permanent.  The suit to stop payment 
was filed by Judge Wickersham “for himself and all 
other taxpayers similarly situated.” 

Stops Clerical Work 
The first direct result of the suit was to shut off 

post-session work in the offices of Secretary of the 
Senate and Clerk of the House.  The special 
legislative funds tied up by the order were 
appropriated to cover extra work necessary for 
preparing the journals of the two houses for 
publication and other necessary clerical work that 
always follows the actual session and for overtime 
actually put in by members of the clerical staffs. 

While the regular salaries paid the stenographers 
and typists will not be affected by the action, it will 
not be possible for them to be paid for any of the 
hours of overtime work done during the regular 
session.  This amounts to several hundred dollars 
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in each branch. 
Notice to Stop 

President Howard, of the Senate, and Speaker 
Smith, of the House, when informed by the 
Treasurer that the suit had been brought at once 
notified their office forces they would not be 
responsible for any salary earned for post-session 
work. Preparations were being made today to 
suspend work and box up all records and supplies 
pending definite settlement of the action.   

It was regarded as unlikely that the journals 
would be completed for publication.  The Federal 
funds for printing these volumes are not involved in 
the suit, but money to pay for their preparation is 
tied up and cannot legally be used until the action 
has been decided. 

“Frogged Out of Turn” 
“Judge Wickersham has frogged out of turn,” was 

the comment of some members of the Legislature 
today.  There was a good deal of feeling expressed 
that the suit should have included funds to pay off 
the clerical workers for duty actually performed 
during the session, in the performance of which 
they put in many hours of overtime. 

“As it affects myself as President of the Senate, 
the Governors and Secretaries offices, I have no 
feeling at all in the matter.  But I do feel very 
strongly about the loss which will be inflicted upon 
the women who have worked so efficiently and so 
hard during the session, putting in many night 
hours in order that we could have our journals out 
properly and our records kept up to date,” declared 
President Howard. 

Followup on Controller 
Generally members of the Legislature and others 
accepted the suit as a followup on the defeat of all 
efforts to pass the celebrated Controller Bill.  It was 
recalled that Judge Wickersham, in his speech 
before a joint session of the Legislature warned 
that a suit would be brought against both the 
Government and Secretary to test the legality of 
their rights to perform Territorial duties even though 
they were authorized and empowered to do so by 
the 

Diary 37, 1927 
May 6 

6 
[clipping continued] 
Legislature.  But there was no hint in the speech, 
so far as could be ascertained, of any intent to 
move against appropriations to pay off the clerical 
forces for work they had actually performed. 

Declined to Comment 
Gov. Parks and Secretary Theile declined to 

comment on the suit in any manner.  The Governor 
said he had not seen a copy of Wickersham’s 
complaint which was directed against Treasurer 
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Smith. 
Mr. Smith said he would be represented by the 

Attorney General at the hearing next Wednesday. 
The complaint alleges the specific items covered 

by it are ultra vires and void, and a permanent 
restraining order is sought to prevent the Treasurer 
from paying out any of them. 

List of Items 
The items included in the complaint are: 

OFFICE OF GOVERNOR 
Additional salary of Secretary  
to the Governor    $1,440 
One Clerk     4,200 
One Stenographer    3,600 
Janitor, Messenger, etc.    1,200 
Traveling and contingent 

expenses of Governor    2,000 
Dissemination of information 

about Alaska, etc.    2,000 
For entertainment    2,000 
Repairs to Mansion    1,250 
 Total             $17,690 

OFFICE OF SECRETARY 
Salary of Secretary   $4,000 
Salary of Chief Clerk     5,280 
Salary of Asst. Clerk    4,200 
For additional clerical help   3,600 
Office rent     3,120 
Contingent expenses    1,500 
 Total             $21,700 

SPECIAL LEGISLATIVE 
EXPENSES 

Compensation to Bartley 
Howard for preparation of  
Journal     $   150 

Compensation to Sumner S. 
Smith for preparation of 
Journal      1,500 

Employment extra clerical 
help, overtime, etc., in  
Senate      1,500 
Employment extra clerical 

help, overtime, etc., in  
House      1,500 

 Total   $3,300 
Are Normal Allowances 

There was nothing out of the ordinary about the 
Legislature making these appropriations at this 
session.  Every previous Legislature has provided 
funds for identical purposes.  And the allowances 
this year are virtually identical with those made by 
the Legislature in 1925. 
A special committee composed of Representatives 
Paul, Johnston, and Sundquist, announced today 
that the House, as a whole, would personally take 
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care of the stenographers overtime pay in the 
House, which will be held up by Wickersham’s 
conjunction against Territorial treasurer 
Wallstein G. Smith.  This statement was made by 
Paul. 
 
Tho suit has started a volume of criticism against 
me, but I notice it comes from those only who 
criticise me and my political friends anyway, and 
for everything we do so I shall go my way without 
noticing the criticizers. 
I shall go through with the case - & win it, and 
thereby widen the pathway between Bureaucracy 
& free Government. 

Diary 37, 1927 
May 7 

-7th - 
Most of the Legislators have gone home & others 
will go on the next northbound boats.  The 
business of the Legislature is concluded & it is 
discovered that there is no extra work to keep even 
the President of the Senate & the Speaker of the 
House here - even one day - though the 
Appropriation items objected to in my suit attempts 
to pay them for ten (10) days each at Fifteen 
($15.00) per day! 
It was a graft. 
The Empire in its editorial accused me of 
peevishness -but that’s not a conclusive argument. 
 
[clipping] 

WICKERSHAM’S PEEVISHNESS BREAKS 
OUT. 

Judge Wickersham’s suit to prevent payment for 
work the law requires to be performed in the offices 
of the Government and Territorial Secretary and for 
work done and that must be done by 
stenographers and others in connection with the 
legislative session just ended is simply an outlet for 
peevishness that followed the defeat of his effort to 
make himself an Alaska Mussolini.  If he cannot 
run the Territory, it must not run if he can prevent it. 
It should be borne in mind that the appropriations 
that Judge Wickersham has attacked are in every 
way similar in purpose and amounts to 
appropriations that have been made by the last half 
dozen or more Legislatures.  The present 
Legislature departed in no particular from the 
procedure that has been followed for more than a 
decade.  The appropriations were made to meet 
needed payrolls. 

Diary 37, 1927 
May 8-10 

-8th – 
Sunday - a rainy Sunday.  Worked all day on my 
brief & argument in the Smith case - to restrain 
Treas. from paying Ter. money to the Federal offic-
ials who think they constitute the Territorial 
Government! 
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-9th – 
Worked all day on my brief in the case against the 
Treasurer to enjoin payment of graft 
appropriations. 

-10- 
Finished by Brief & Argument in the case vs. 
Smith, Treas.  Hellenthal & Hellenthal today served 
me with a Complaint in Intervention by Karl Theile, 
as Secretary of the Territory & said they would 
serve a similar Complaint for Gov. Parks tomorrow 
morning!! 
I shall raise the question that neither can 
commence such a suit, without the consent and 
appearance of he Attorney General of the U.S. 
since they amount to suits begun by the U.S.  It is 
growing very interesting! 

Diary 37, 1927 
May 11 

-11th - 
A complaint in intervention was filed for the 
Governor - by Hellenthal & Hellenthal, attorneys 
just before noon.  I was much crowded for time but 
was prepared at 2 oclock & the arguments began.  
Rustgard served a demurrer for the Territorial 
Treasurer, and Hellenthal & Hellenthal also 
appeared for him.  I filed a motion to strike the 
pleadings filed by these private attorneys, because 
they had no authority to appear for U.S. for Terry. 
officials: overruled.  I then filed demurrers to their 
complaints in intervention - Rustgard “straddled the 
fence”! - as usual & only propounded what he 
called the issues - on inquiry from Judge Reid he 
refused to commit his judgment on any of them!  
He talked an hour and said nothing. Hellenthal - 
Jack - then argued the matters for an hour & gave 
his theory of the law.  I then presented my views 
for an dour, & at 5 oclock the court continued the 
arguments until 10 a.m. tomorrow. 

Diary 37, 1927 
May 12 

-12th - 
I presented the remainder of my argument this 
forenoon in the case of Wickersham v. Smith, 
Treas, & Parks, Gov & Theile, Secretary.  This 
afternoon Jack Hellenthal continued for about an 
hour.  The court then took the matter under 
advisement.  The case has attracted much public 
attention and the courthouse was filled with 
listeners.  I was able to present my case fully - the 
court listened intently - though I knew with an 
answer for each item on my argument - yesterday - 
today he was really interested & seemed to think 
there was something in my side of the case. 
The Federal and Territorial officials attended.  It 
does seem singular that the common run of people 
will not take more interest in the development of 
correct governmental rules under which they must 
live, and where they will be so greatly injured if the 
wrong line of basic regulations is adopted.  More 
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reason for my action. 

Diary 37, 1927 
May 12 

12 
[clipping] 

LONG ARGUMENT  
ON INJUNCTION  

BY WICKERSHAM 
Contends Items Attacked by 

Him Have Not Been Leg- 
ally Appropriated. 

Arguments on the Wickersham injunction suit 
against Treasurer Smith were completed at 2:45 
p.m. today at which time Judge Reed announced 
he would take the matter under advisement.  He 
announced he would permit counsel to file any 
additional briefs desired, giving them two days for 
that purpose. 

“It is a very serious question and a very important 
one for the Court to pass on.  I will take the matter 
under consideration,” he said.  Pending his 
decision, the items covered by the suit will remain 
tied up in accord with the restraint of the Court at 
the time it issued its order to show cause. 

The appropriations attacked by him in his 
injunction suit against Treasure W.G. Smith are 
clearly void without the power of the Legislature 
which is limited by many acts of Congress, and 
some of them even if within the power of the 
Legislature, have no authority in law other than that 
contained in the general appropriations measure 
itself, contended Judge James Wickersham before 
Judge T.M. Reed in the U.S. District Court 
yesterday 
and today. 

He spoke for almost four hours, occupying a 
large portion of yesterday afternoon’s session and 
concluding his remarks shortly before noon today.  
J.A. Hellenthal opened his rebuttal argument at 2 
p.m. today. 

Secretary is Poobah 
The Secretary of Alaska today is a veritable 

“poobah,” and no one knows how many offices he 
holds; every Legislature seeks to give him more 
jobs; all because the Secretary has a wide 
acquaintance among members of the Legislature 
who have confidence in him, Judge Wickersham 
asserted at one point in his argument.  Nothing has 
been “left undone by a complaisant legislature and 
Governor to make the Secretary of the Territory a 
Territorial official” in violation of Section 11, of the 
Organic Act, he declared, and added this merely 
showed a want of intelligence and a lack of 
appreciation of the forms of American government, 
and lack of appreciation for the opinions of the 
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Attorney General of the Territory. 
He contended the Secretary was expressly 

prohibited from holding any office under the Terr 
Government; that he was not entitled to be a 
member of the same Government and cannot 
receive any salary therefore. 

Faces Criminal Suit 
He asserted that the Secretary was not only 

prohibited from holding any Territorial office that 
that he faced a criminal prosecution if he accepted 
any salary appropriated by the Territorial 
Legislature for him. 
He admitted the Legislature had the power to 
impose additional duties on the Secretary but 
claimed it was powerless to pay him for their 
performance, contending he could only be 
reimbursed from fees fixed by the Secretary of 
Interior. 

Neither has the Territory the power nor is it its 
duty to provide the Secretary with offices and 
clerks, argued Judge Wickersham.  If the Federal 
Government doesn’t provide him with offices that is 
its own lookout and not a matter which properly 
concerns Alaskans, he declared. 

The payment of salaries to clerks in the office of 
Secretary, he argued is illegal because there was 
no authority in law under which appropriations for 
that purpose might be made by the Legislature. 

Overtime is Graft 
Taking up the matter of appropriations to pay  

extra expenses of the Legislature, including funds 
for the two presiding officers, chief clerks, and 
overtime.  Judge Wickersham declared: “Overtime 
is one of the oldest forms of graft,” and Congress 
has sought for many years to guard against it by 
enactment of laws to prevent payment of overtime.  
The allowance of $150 each for Senator Bartley 
Howard, and Representative Sumner S. Smith, for 
services after adjournment, a mere effort to give 
them a little more money in violation of the law.” 

Diary 37, 1927 
May 12 

12 
He contended their work was through with when 

the Legislature adjourned sine die.  Every day 
during the session they signed the journals and 
when they affixed their signatures to the journal of 
the proceedings of the final day, they picked up 
their hats and walked out, and their work was 
done, he argued.  Appropriations for overtime, etc. 
he termed as illegal and made without authority of 
law. 

No Law, No Appropriation 
Yesterday afternoon Judge Wickersham argued 

against the items appropriated for the Governors 
office.  He declared the Legislature never had 
passed any law authorizing such appropriations, 
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and “there being no law there can be no 
appropriations.”  It wasn’t sufficient, he contended, 
to include such items in the appropriations bill.  It 
was and is the purpose of Congress to keep 
separate and distinct the Federal and Territorial 
governments and action which would nullify that 
purpose, he argued, is null and void.  He 
contended neither the Governor nor his Secretary 
could hold any office under the Territorial 
government.  Any legislation which sought to give 
them such offices was unconstitutional. 
Mr. Hellenthal, who preceded him had argued the 
Legislature had all the necessary power to make 
itself useful.  During the course of his remarks, 
Judge Wickersham retorted that no Legislature 
could be useful which violates the Constitution of 
the United States, and added: “It then becomes a 
menace to Government” 

Rustgard Quotes Statutes 
Attorney General Rustgard opened the debate 
yesterday afternoon, speaking on his own 
demurrer to Judge Wickershams original 
complaint. he said he was not going to argue any 
questions of law on any of the 
issues for the simple reason that the Attorney 
Generals office had at various times taken a 
position not far different from that which Judge 
Wickersham occupied on some of the items. 

He recited what he believed to be the questions 
to be decided and quoted statutes he considered to 
be governing. He expressed no opinion as to the 
legality of the appropriations attacked, but the trend 
of his argument seemed to indicate his doubt of the 
validity of at least some of them. 

Had No Official Opinion 
The Attorney General disclaimed holding any 

official opinion and said his client, Treasurer Smith 
was merely concerned to the extent of having the 
Court rule on how far he might go under the 
appropriations act. 

“What is your view about it?  asked Judge Reed. 
“I am merely raising these questions,” responded 

Mr. Rustgard. 
“Judge Wickersham will probably raise them,” 

commented Judge Reed drily. 
To which the Attorney General replied: “Under 

the circumstances I have no official opinion,”  
adding his interest and that of Mr. Smith was to 
have their rights defined. 

Power of Legislature 
Opening the argument against the complaint, 

J.A. Hellenthal, whose firm appeared for the 
Governor, the Secretary and the Treasurer, 
declared the main question to be determined was: 
“Did the Legislature of the Territory have the power 
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to make the appropriations referred to in the 
Complaint?  Such power, he asserted is inherent in 
the Legislature; that it was well within its power to 
make itself useful, and that there had been no 
limitations placed on it by Congress which would 
tend to obstruct its usefulness. 
He pointed out that the Territory would practically 
cease to function so far as executive administration 
is concerned if the restraint sought were granted; 
that the appropriations attacked are virtually 
identical in form and substance to similar items 
provided by past Legislatures; that these laws had 
been submitted to Congress repeatedly and it had 
never raised any objection to them.  He cited 
specific statutory authority for the imposition of 
additional duties on the executive branch of the 
Territorial Government and asserted there was no 
inhibition placed against the Legislature which 
rendered it powerless to appropriate funds to 
defray the expenses of carrying out the duties so 
imposed. 

Diary 37, 1927 
May 12-13 

12 
[clipping continued] 

Legally and Morally Sound 
His contention was that the appropriations are 

sound in every respect.  “There is not a single item 
that can be objected to on any grounds, either legal 
or moral,” he declared.  “They have been made for 
years, and are sane and reasonable.  And the 
Legislature had ample authority to make them. 

There was no question of fraud or graft involved, 
he said.  He cited the fact that the Secretary was 
formerly paid under the fee system and, after some 
years of this procedure, the Legislature in lieu of 
allowing that officer to retain certain fees, put him 
on a flat salary basis, lower than the average 
annual sum accruing under the old system.  And at 
present the Secretary’s office is turning back to the 
Territory every year about $10,000 more than the 
appropriations it receives for its upkeep. 
 
[clipping] 

JUDGE WICKERSHAM LIKES GRAVY FOR  
HIMSELF BUT HATES TO SEE  

WAGES PAID. 
It is worth noting that Judge Wickersham did not 

include in his application for an injunction the 
appropriation of $5,000 for the publication of his 
book. 
He objects having the Territory pay the salaries 
and wages of a few clerks and stenographers for 
work they have actually done and tries to tie up the 
appropriations for that purpose.  But he leaves 
unmolested the whole platter full of gravy that he 
got when $5,000 was appropriated to pay for the 
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publication of a book that he wrote in which he was 
unable to enlist the interest of any publishers in the 
country and for which he would not risk his own 
money.  Publishers felt that there would not be a 
sufficient demand for the book to repay the cost of 
publication, and Judge Wickersham evidently felt 
that way about it himself, for he would not advance 
the money for that purpose.  Friends of the Judge 
then induced the Legislature to appropriate $5,000 
for printing the book.  Judge Wickersham likes 
gravy for himself but he seems just to hate to see 
wages paid out. 

-13th - 
Busy in office - correspondence etc. 
Dinner this evening with Rustgards - Lynn Smith, 
U.S. Marshal, Fairbanks present - as usual a good 
dinner. 

Diary 37, 1927 
May 14-15 

-14th – 
As usual in the office.  Wrote Arthur H. Clark, 
publisher Cleveland, Ohio, answer to his letter 
about publishing “Old Yukon Trails” declining to 
pay any part of the cost of publication, but 
expressing a willingness to prepare the Index etc.  
On reading his letter more carefully I think he will 
publish the Ms. anyway - but I will not go into the 
publishing business - even to get my own book 
printed, and I told him so.  I will, of course, be 
greatly disappointed if he refuses to publish it, for I 
think it will be a successful Alaskan book, but if he 
does I will have to try to find some other publisher. 
In court today on motions, demurrers, etc. 

-15th - 
Spent the day in the office looking up the subject of 
the action of Gov Parks in approving a lot of the 
newly enacted laws - after the Legislature 
adjourned - is such approval valid? 

Diary 37, 1927 
May 16-19 

-16- 
Busy in office with routine law work. 

-17th – 
Same as yesterday - on law cases. 
Senator Steel will go to Seattle tonight with U.S. 
deputy marshal, as guard for prisoners.  In that 
way he can make the journey without expense.  
U.S. Marshal White asked him to go. 
All other members of the Legislature have gone 
home, many of them via Seattle. 
I began work tonight on an Index to the “Old Yukon 
Trails”, as suggested by Arthur H. Clark, 
Cleveland, Ohio, book publisher. 

-18th – 
Same in office - working at odd times on Index to 
Old Yukon Trails. 
Beautiful day - Recd. letter from R.S. Donaldson 
inquiring about Harkrader Coal mine - wrote to him 
fully - & sent him “Juneau Gold Belt.” 
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-19th - 
In office as usual. 
Working on Index to “Old Yukon Trails” 

Diary 37, 1927 
May 20-22 

-20- 
Working in office as usual. 
We hear nothing about Judge Reeds decision of 
the case 
I brought to test the right of the Governor & 
Secretary of the Territory to control the 
Government of Alaska - except that his 
stenographer said he was to copy it for the Judge 
on Monday! 
That may be true or it may not - its a mere rumor. 

-21st – 
Had some hope that Judge Reed would decide the 
case v Smith, Treas. today, but he did not.  I now 
look for a decision the first of the week -probably 
Tuesday.  Working in office as usual - on Index to 
Old Yukon Trails. 

-22nd. – 
Sunday.  I prepared an answer in the case of 
Gallwas v. Riede – for the typist tomorrow.  I 
always write out my legal papers with a pencil, and 
the typist copies from that. 

Diary 37, 1927 
May 23-24 

-23d- 
Working in the office - Index Old Yukon Trails 

-24th - 
Finished the Index to Old Yukon Trails. 
Jack McCord, the most voluble booster I have over 
known came through today on the SS. “Yukon” - 
going westward. He spent .3 hours in the office 
telling me his story of securing financial support in 
New York.  He is going out to Unalaska and will 
there take the passage on a Revenue Cutter for 
Attu, the westernmost Aleutians, which he is to 
examine - in company with two special agents from 
the Departments of Agri. & Interior, for the purpose 
of determining its value as a sheep farm!  His wife 
& sister are with him. 
Mike Sullivan came on the same boat & I half 
promised both Jack & Mike I would come out to 
Yakataga beach in the latter part of July or first of 
August & inspect the oil situation there with them.  I 
did this at Mikes suggestion so as to get Jack 
interested -  then I want to go, anyway - for Jack is 
a wonderful promoter & booster! 

Diary 37, 1927 
May 25-27 

-25- 
Forwarded Index to Old Yukon Trails to Arthur H. 
Clark & Co Cleveland, Ohio today. 
Employed for defendant Pond, in case of Minnie 
Goldstein Belle Simpson v Pond & the Behrends 
Bank.  Its a case for specific performance of written 
contract - and a hard one. 
Pond signed the agreement & then repented - the 
women are Jewesses - Charlie Goldsteins sisters, 
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and vamped poor Pond - who was also half crazy 
at the time.  Its a hard case! 

-26th – 
Working in office as usual: 

-27th - 
Sent a copy of a Map of Central Alaska & S. E. 
part, (to Glacier Bay) showing my route to Mt 
McKinley in 1903, also McKinley National Park & 
Govt. Railroad, also high Mountains with table of 
Altitudes, to Arthur H. Clark, Cleveland, Ohio, for 
use in “Old Yukon Trails,” also copy of drawing by 
Henry W. Elliott of “Jumping Fish” - into hose 
nozzle! with letter 
of explanation. (over) 

Diary 37, 1927 
May 27-30 

27 
Also drew lease for Winter & Pond Co. of lot 23, 
Blk. 1. Pac. Coast Co. Add, to Juneau, to protect 
company in possession of property involved in suit 
of Goldstein v Pond, et al. 

-28th – 
We all expected Judge Reed to hand down his 
decision in the Territorial Case (Wickersham v 
Smith, Tr. Theile, Sec. & Parks, Gov) today, but he 
announced in open court that he would do so on 
Tuesday morning next. 

-29th – 
Sunday.  Nothing of importance.  Invited to dinner 
with Mrs. Bishop & Mr. Rierson. 

-30th - 
Decoration Day.  The sun shone, the band played, 
the Indians followed the procession and the 
proceedings were interesting. 
I received a copy of a letter from Erskine, of the 
A.C. Co’s office in S.F. written by Gov. Ogilvie on 
May 22, 1899, addressed to Wilson, the A.C. Co. 
agent at Forty Mile giving him a full and lucid 
statement of the facts of the Henderson-Carmak 
Discovery of Gold on the Klondike: 

Diary 37, 1927 
May 31 

-31st - 
Judge Reed wrote a long decision in the Territorial 
Case (Wickersham v Smith, Theile & Parks) and 
delivered copies to us today.  He decided the main 
question in my favor, but made every special plea 
possible against me. He missed the opportunity to 
write a great opinion, one which would have had 
the same general effect in the development of 
popular government in Alaska that the great case 
of Marbury v Madison has in the development of 
government in the United States.  But he did not; 
his long-winded effort to bolster up Bureaucratic 
government in Alaska, however, will fall down by 
reason of its want of logic and law, but it will take 
time & additional effort to overcome it - without the 
U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals shall do better on 
appeal. 

J:\hist_docs\wickersham\ASL-MS0107-6-37.doc 



Alaska State Library - Historical Collections, PO Box 110571, Juneau AK 99811-0571 
Diary of James Wickersham. Aug. 24, 1926 to July 5, 1927. 
MS 107 BOX 6 DIARY 37 
 

He did hold that the Secretary of the Territory was 
not eligible to hold an office in the Territorial Govt. 
of Alaska, which is the real point in the case, 
though it is befogged by a mass of special pleading 
and words! 

Diary 37, 1927 
May 31 

31 
[clipping] 

JUNEAU, ALASKA, TUESDAY, MAY 31, 1927 
SALARY OF SECRETARY AND  
OVERTIME ITEMS ARE HELD  

TO BE INVALID BY COURT 
In a ruling handed down this morning the U.S. 

District Court, Judge T.M. Reed upheld the legality 
of all but two of the items attacked by Judge 
Wickersham in the General Appropriation 
measures passed by the Territorial Legislature. 

Judge Reed further held that the Secretary of the 
Territory is not eligible for appointment to any office 
under the Territorial government, and that he in 
performing the various duties imposed upon him by 
all of the Territorial Legislatures since 1913 “by 
acquiescence, is an officer de facto of the 
Territorial government.” 

The opinion of Judge Reed was stated briefly by 
him from the bench.  A written opinion was given to 
the attorneys for both sides which went into the 
matters at issue in some length, containing some 
51 pages. 

Conclusion of Court 
Summing up his opinion, Judge Reed said: “I am 

of the opinion that an injunction pendete lite should 
issue, restraining the defendant, the Territorial 
Treasurer, from paying out any money from the 
Territorial Treasury for overtime to subordinate 
officers of the Legislature whose compensation 
was provided for by the United States, and that he 
should also be enjoined from the payment of any 
moneys to the Secretary of the Territory as salary 
for work carried on under the Territorial laws, and 
that as to the other items objected to by the plaintiff 
herein, no injunction pendent lite should issue. 

“Let an order be entered accordingly.” 
Under this order Treasurer Smith will be 
temporarily - enjoined from payment of salary to 
Secretary Karl Theile, which amounts to $2,000 per 
year, and for payment of any money to any of the 
stenographers, typists, clerks, etc. in the House or 
Senate for overtime worked performed during the 
60-day session. 

Diary 37, 1927 
May 31 

31 
[clipping continued] 

Items as Upheld 
The Court upheld the following items:  Additional 

salary to Secretary of the Governor one clerk, one 
stenographer, janitor, messenger, and other 
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services at the Governor’s office and house; 
traveling and contingent expenses of the Governor; 
dissemination of information about Alaska, etc.; 
entertainment of visitors at the Executive Mansion; 
clerical help and contingent expenses of the Office 
of Secretary; and all special legislative expenses 
except payment of overtime to subordinate officers 
of the House and Senate. 

The amount of overtime due to the members of 
the clerical staff of the Secretary of the Senate and 
Clerk of the House is not definitely known.  At the 
end of the session Clerk Cash Cole estimated the 
girls in his office had put in 572 hours of extra 
work, and it is thought the force in the office of the 
Secretary of the Senate had put in probably as 
much overtime.  Under the Court’s ruling none of 
this may be paid. 

History of Case 
The suit was started by Judge Wickersham when 

on May 6, last, immediately following the 
adjournment of the Legislature, filed a bill in equity, 
seeking an injunction to restrain Treasurer 
Walstein G. Smith from paying out of the Territorial 
treasury various sums of money the Legislature 
had appropriated a few days earlier on the ground 
that the appropriations attacked were illegal and 
void. 

Arguments were opened on May 11, Hellenthal & 
Hellenthal appearing for the Governor and 
Secretary as intervenors and Treasurer Smith, who 
was also represented by Attorney General John 
Rustgard, and Judge Wickersham appearing in his 
own behalf.  The arguments were submitted on 
demurrers interposed to the complaint.  Two 
grounds were advanced in the demurrers, first that 
Judge Wickersham, by the allegations in the 
complaint had not shown himself entitled to the 
relief sought, and, second, that the complaint did 
not show facts sufficient to constitute a cause of 
action. 

Question as to Right. 
The right of Judge Wickersham to bring his 

action was dealt with first in Judge Reed’s opinion 
which goes to some length in its treatment of the 
matter.  He devoted several pages to citing cases 
bearing in the same subject and concluded with 
this significant paragraph: 

“So, whether a taxpayer can invoke the 
interposition of a court of equity to compel the 
officers of a territory to do their duty or restrain 
them from illegally increasing the burden of 
taxation by squandering the public funds of the 
Territory, is a serious question, especially in the 
Territory of Alaska, where, as is well known, there 
is no direct property taxation, but all taxation for the 
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support of the Territorial Government is provided 
for by licenses or occupational taxes, which taxes 
are in the nature of a privilege granted by the 
Territory to pursue a particular occupation or 
business.  The point was not argued by counsel on 
either side, although requiring careful 
consideration, and I am unwilling to pass upon the 
point at this stage of the case, being merely an 
application for a temporary restraining order, and I 
do not deem it necessary to pursue the subject 
further.” 

For Future Guidance 
Continuing the court said: 
“The territorial officers have sought the opinion of 

the Court on the several items of the appropriations 
and the Attorney General of the Territory has 
submitted a statement of the questions involved, 
without expressing an opinion thereon, and seeks 
a decision of the Court not only on the validity of 
the appropriations involved, but other questions 
incident thereto.  For this reason and the further 
reason that in view of the conflict of opinion as to 
the validity of the several appropriations under the 
statute and the importance of the issues raised to 
the Territorial Government, I deem it necessary 
that a decision on the appropriations involved be 
had for the future guidance of the Territorial 
officers.  The gravity of the questions raised as to 
the appropriations, as appears from the intervening 
complaints of the Governor and the Secretary of 
the Territory, is such that the whole system of the 
Territorial Government is in jeopardy should these 
appropriations be declared invalid.” 

May Recognize Rights 
The Court then recited several canons of law 
relative to legislation and said:  “The Legislature 
has not the power to levy taxes or make 
appropriations of public moneys for purely private 
purposes; yet, in making appropriations of public 
moneys, the Legislature is not confined within the 
strict limits of what in cases between individuals 
would be considered a legal obligation, but may 
recognize moral or equitable obligations such as a 
just 

Diary 37, 1927 
May 31 

31 
[clipping continued] 
man would be likely to recognize in his own affairs 
whether by law required to do so or not.” 

Re Legislative Authority 
Commenting on the contention of Judge 

Wickersham that the Legislature had passed no 
law creating obligations nor authorizing 
appropriations for the uses objected to, and that 
the Legislature was powerless to create obligations 
authorizing appropriations of public moneys except 
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in the manner and form provided for in the Organic 
Act, etc., Judge Reed said: 

“I am unable to discover any other case 
supporting the contention of plaintiff as stated by 
him, as to the necessity of a prior authorization for 
an appropriation by an act of the Legislature before 
such appropriation could be included in the general 
appropriation bill for the expenses of the Territory.  
The further question is raised that the 
appropriations are valid, embrace more than one 
subject which is not specified in the title.  This 
contention I will discuss later on.” 

Specific Items Discussed 
The Court’s opinion then took up the specific 

items to which Judge Wickersham had raised 
objections.  The first of these were those for the 
Governor’s office and Executive Mansion. 

After discussing the several questions raised, 
Judge Reed concluded:  “That the appropriation for 
the salary of the Secretary to the Governor and the 
appropriations for the Governor’s office for an extra 
clerk and a stenographer are valid.  I am further of 
the opinion that the appropriation for publicity 
purposes, or so much thereof as is necessary is 
not objectionable.  The dissemination of publicity 
relative to the resources of the Territory has been 
an adjunct of the Governor’s office ever since the 
Territorial Government was organized.  It is for a 
public purpose, having in view the development of 
the dormant resources of the Territory and being 
for a public purpose and resulting in the imposition 
of extra work and expense, should be paid for.  
The appropriation for travel expenses of the 
Governor, to supplement the Federal appropriation 
for the same purpose, is payable only in 
reimbursement for expenses incurred in carrying 
out the Territorial laws and becomes available only 
when necessary for that purpose and when not 
chargeable to the Federal appropriation or when 
that appropriation is insufficient and not available 
for such expenses. 

Two Items Unsettled 
“The last two items in the appropriation for the 

Governor’s office, one for the entertainment of 
representatives of the United States, etc., in the 
amount of $2,000, and for repairs and 
improvements to the Executive Mansion in the 
amount of $1250 are in the nature of contingent 
appropriations for expenditure only when 
necessary.  Whether or not an expense against the 
Territory will be incurred under these 
appropriations is uncertain.  The appropriations are 
made for a contingency only, arising in the future, 
and are available only when necessary to pass 
upon their validity.  While the Attorney General has 
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requested the Court’s advice as to these 
appropriations, the Court is not an advisory body.  
The regularly elected legal officer of the Territory is 
the proper person to advise the executive officers 
of the Territory as to the legality of the 
appropriations, and until a concrete instance 
arises, requiring a judicial determination of the 
validity of these appropriations, the Court will not 
interfere with the disbursements of funds therefrom 
by the executive branch of the government, 
provided there is a law authorizing the 
appropriation.” 

Re Legislative Expenses 
The Court held all the items for special legislative 

expenses, except for payment of overtime to 
subordinate officers, to be valid.  Regarding the 
overtime fund, he said: 

“In taking positions as subordinate officers of the 
Legislature, authorized by Congress, for which 
their per diem is fixed by law, they become emplo-
yees of the Government of the United States and 
impliedly agree to perform services assigned to 
them as such subordinate officers for 
compensation fixed by the laws of Congress, and 
the Legislature cannot lawfully increase the 
compensation so impliedly agreed upon.” 

Secretary De Facto Officer 
Although the Court upheld the validity of the 

appropriations for clerical help and contingent 
expenses for the Secretary’s office, he held the 
Secretary is a de facto officer subject to the proper 
kind of ouster proceedings.  Until such proceedings 
had been prosecuted, however, he said,  “All 
appropriations for carrying on the duties prescribed 
by law should be available to such office.” 
The Court sustained virtually all of the contentions 
of Judge Wickersham as to the Secretary.  The 
opinion said he is an “Officer of the 

Diary 37, 1927 
May 31 

31 
[clipping continued] 
United States, appointed by the President of the 
United States . . . and the question clearly arises, 
in view of the prohibition of Section 11, of the 
Organic Act, whether he can receive a 
compensation from the Territory in addition to 
compensation fixed by the Congress of the United 
States, for duties performed on behalf of the 
Territory.” 

No Legal Authority 
The Court held not only could the Secretary not 

draw any salary from the Territory, but that he is 
ineligible for any office under the Territorial 
Government.  The Act of Congress of June 19, 
1878, 20 Stat. 193, relied upon by counsel for the 
Secretary to establish his right to receive Territorial 
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compensation, was declared to be “a special Act of 
Congress applicable only to the Territories of the 
United States then in existence,” and,  further, “it 
could not apply to the Secretary of the Territory of 
Alaska.”  The Court cited Section 1,-843, Revised 
Statutes, and Sec. 1,457, U.S. Code of 1926, being 
old Sec. 1, 845, Revised Statutes, as being general 
laws in full force and effect in Alaska, and that the 
latter section forbids the “payment of any salary to 
the Secretary of the Territory other than that 
provided by the United States.” 

Is Not Eligible 
On the question of the Secretary’s eligibility to 

hold any Territorial office, the Court said: 
“On the question whether the Secretary of the 

Territory is eligible for appointment to any office 
under the territorial government, I am of the opinion 
that he is ineligible, although ever since the 
assembling of the territorial legislature in 1913, 
duties have been imposed on the Secretary of the 
Territory by the legislature.  One of the first acts of 
the Legislature was to provide for the legislation of 
vital statistics and the ex-officio Secretary of the 
Territory was made the Registrar of Vital Statistics 
and certain duties were imposed upon him as such 
Registrar, with authority to collect certain fees 
therefore.  There was also imposed upon him as 
such Registrar, with authority to collect certain fees 
therefore.  There was also imposed upon him the 
duty of printing and distributing the laws of the 
Territory, the duties relative to domestic 
corporations.  An act regulating banking was 
enacted and he was made a member of the 
Banking Board with duties attached; fees for filing 
and recording of papers in his office were provided, 
to be collected by him for services performed, and 
a certain percentage of such fees were assigned to 
him as compensation for his services; also in the 
general appropriation bills of every session from 
1913 to and including the present session, moneys 
were appropriated for clerk hire in carrying out 
work under territorial laws.  At each session his 
duties were enlarged and further duties were 
imposed upon the office until at the present time 
much of the various activities of the Territory are 
carried on through his office.  During the whole of 
this period the validity of the acts of the Secretary 
of the Territory as Registrar of Vital Statistics or in 
relation to corporations, or as a member of the 
several territorial boards have never been 
questioned.  He, therefore, by acquiescence, is an 
officer de facto of the Territorial Government.” 

Can Pay Expenses 
Discussing the question of whether money can 

be expended legally for the performance of duties 

J:\hist_docs\wickersham\ASL-MS0107-6-37.doc 



Alaska State Library - Historical Collections, PO Box 110571, Juneau AK 99811-0571 
Diary of James Wickersham. Aug. 24, 1926 to July 5, 1927. 
MS 107 BOX 6 DIARY 37 
 

by a de facto officer, which was decided in the 
affirmative, Judge Reed said it could not be 
concluded that, because such an officer could not 
be paid a salary, necessary expenses involving the 
carrying out of duties imposed on him could not be 
paid. 
He added: On the contrary, I am of the opinion that 
until the de facto officer is ousted in the manner 
provided for by law, all appropriations for carrying 
on the duties prescribed by law should be available 
to such office. 

“It is a close point”, but in view of the necessities 
of the case, its importance to the public and the 
general rule of construction of statutes that all 
appropriations for a public purpose should, if 
possible, be upheld if within the law, and that no 
specific restraint on the power of the Legislature 
to make such appropriation for carrying on the 
duties prescribed by law is contained in the 
enabling act or the general laws of the United 
States applicable to the Territory, and for the 
further reason that for 12 years last past the 
Secretary has been performing the duties imposed 
by the Legislature not a part of his duties as a 
Federal officer, that until the year 1925, his office 
as ex officio Secretary was an adjunct only of the 
office of Surveyor General that during that period 
appropriations were regularly made by the 
Legislature for the rent of the office of Secretary as 
such and for expenses necessary in carrying out 
the provisions of the Territorial laws in his office; 
that during the time Congress made no 
appropriations for any expenses of the office of 
Secretary, and that he received no salary for office 
expense from the United States, and that since 
1925 no appropriation for any of the incidental 
expenses of the office has been made by the 
United States and all incidental expenses 

Diary 37, 1927 
May 31 

31st continued. 
thereof have been paid by the Territory, I am of the 
opinion that an order, restraining the payment of 
money for clerk hire and incidental expenses of 
the office of the Secretary of the Territory should 
be denied. 
 
While the “Alaska” was in port this evening Casper 
Ellingen, one of the old Forty Mile men, & other old 
friends from the Interior came to the office to call.  
God bless them.  I love the old timers. 

-June 1st- 
Busy writing letters - correspondence. 
Some new cases coming into the office. I have 
almost concluded to dismiss my case against 
Smith, and bring a new one. 
I gained about all there is in the present case, 
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when Judge Reed decided, as he did plainly & 
without evasion, that the Sec. of the Territory was 
“ineligible“ to serve as a Territorial officer and 
restrained the payment of his salary.  Now if I can 
get a special suit against the Gov’s private 
secretary maintained on similar grounds, I may 
gain something more - and I may conclude to try 
that. 
The Sec. is not an officer of the Ter Gov’t.  I want 
the same ruling as to the Governor. 

Diary 37, 1927 
June 2-3 

-2nd – 
Prepared a long complaint in a damage case 
against the Standard Oil Case - for a man whose 
boat was destroyed & himself almost burned to 
death by the carelessness of the S.O. Co. oil 
delivery man at the dock where the fishing boats 
buy gasoline etc. 

I still think I will dismiss the suit now pending =  
Territorial Case - & bring a new one - leave the 
Sec. out & get closer to the Govr. 

-3rd - 
Drew a new Complaint today for a new suit in the 
Territorial Case:  Will dismiss the old case & 
devote this one exclusively to items in the Gov’s 
office: Reed’s decision against the right of the Sec. 
of the Territory to be a part of the Territorial 
Government is quite satisfactory & there is nothing 
in principle to be gained by following him up.  I will 
leave all of the Sec’s items out and have the new 
suit to deal with the Gov’s office alone. 

Diary 37, 1927 
June 4-5 

-4th – 
Argued demurrer in Gallwas v Reids before Judge 
Reed - he decided against me - which is one of the 
easiest things he does - and apparently the most 
cheerful. 

-5th - 
Took a long walk up in Silver Dow Basin - enjoyed 
the beautiful mountain scenery and the dashing 
waters of Gold Creek.  I think I will now dismiss my 
suit against Treas. - the court decided the only 
thing I think I can gain in my favor, so plainly that 
its better to dismiss and leave it plainly decided - 
rather than to spend a large sum on an appeal over 
other items which are not so important – Then, too, 
Atty. Genl. Rustgard tells me this evening that the 
Governor Parks says he will not use the funds 
appropriated for his office, anyway, since he is 
inclined to follow Rustgards opinion that they, too, 
are void. 
Then again I think I can now begin a 

Diary 37, 1927 
June 5-6 

5 
proceeding in connection with Delegate Sutherland 
to secure opinions from the Interior Dept. & the 
Dept. of Justice, by which we may secure results 
even more advantageous than through the courts 
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in Alaska.  And, finally, I can go to the courts at any 
time again, where a better occasion requires it, and 
probably with a better case.  There is, in my 
opinion, some doubt on an appeal in this case, 
which would not exist in another case with a real 
litigant, which I am not. 
I shall dismiss the case tomorrow & thus stop the 
Federal officials from securing any advantage by 
an appeal. 

I Have just finished “Elmer Gantry” a novel by  
Upton Sinclair.  It is an attack upon the Church - a 
bedraggled tale and neither exciting nor elevating. 

-6th - 
Working in the office as usual. 
Getting the record in shape to assist Joe Williams 
to a pardon - he was convicted by perjury and 
bribery. 

Diary 37, 1927 
June 7-8 

-7th – 
Finished application for Pardon for Joe Williams & 
the record & sent to Warden of U.S. Penitentiary at 
McNeills Is. Steilacoom, Wash for Joe’s signature.  
Also sent new Complaint in Territorial Case to 
Duggan & McCain, Ketchikan, with request to get 
me two co-plaintiffs with qualifications as taxpayers 
- on receipt I will dismiss the present case & file the 
new one - to reach the Governor’s power as a 
member of the Ter. Govt. & will carry it up on 
appeal. 
John W. Frame, Sr. came on this morning boat to 
organize the United Sons of Alaska - they are 
strongly in favor of my stand on Controller Bill etc.  
Wrote to Darrell & Jennie - Darrell & Jane will be 
here on July 2nd for a three day visit. 

-8th - 
Henry Roden & I are attorneys for a fisherman 
named Baas, who came to the Standard Oil Co. 
dock to take gasoline: while taking it into his tank 
the gases wasted into his boat from defective pipes 
for delivery & the boat blew up - destroying the 
boat & badly burned the fisherman.  We are having 
a hard time to 

Diary 37, 1927 
June 8-1 

8 
figure out what caused the fire which exploded the 
gas & gasoline & blew up the boat.  The fisherman 
is a Belgian - Henry is a Swiss - and it causes me 
much amusement to listen to them argue about the 
matter.  Baas says it was “compression” – in Dutch 
& Henry says it was a spark - from something on 
the boat - & then they quarrel with high voices in 
varying bad English - & in the meantime we do not 
yet know what caused the “explosion.”  Sent Dan 
Sutherland copy of the record in the Joe Williams 
Pardon Case & a letter asking his assistance with 
the Pardon Clerk etc. 

-9- 
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Same as usual in office – on Cobb Estate. 
-10- 

Conference with “Jack” Hellenthal about stipulation 
to dismiss Territorial Case.  Matter goes over till 
Monday - Theile out of town. 

11th - 
Call of Motion docket - Lynch case set for 
argument at Ketchikan Sat. 18th. Dr. S Hall Young 
with Presby, tourists on SS. “Dorothy Alexander” - 
took lunch with me, & I got him a room at Hotel.  
Good visit with him & we talked politics & history. 
He is finishing his book “A Mushing Parson.” 

Diary 37, 1927 
June 12-14 

-12th – 
A new spring suit of clothes – made by my old 
friend Wolland – Taylor – a member of the 
“Committee of 15,” with whom I served in Tacoma, 
40 years ago – when the people rose and sent the 
Chinese out of that new City!! 

-13th - 
Busy day in the office. 

-14th - 
Dismissed the Territorial Case today - the Empire 
announces headline, but gives a fair statement - 
including that I will file a new suit.  Papers for this 
are not yet back from Ketchikan.  I go to Ketchikan 
tomorrow – to argue two cases on Saturday. 
 
[clipping] 

MOTION FILED 
IN U.S. COURT  

FOR DISMISSAL 
Injunction Action Ends 
Suddenly – New Action 
May Be Brought Later 

On the motion of Judge James Wickersham, the 
suit filed by him on May 6, last against Walstein G. 
Smith, of the Territory, seeking to enjoin the 
payment of certain legislative appropriations, was 
dismissed without prejudice in the U.S. District 
Court this morning.  No reason was assigned in the 
motion for this procedure. 

This ends the suit by which it was sought to hold  
up all appropriations made for Territorial support of 
the office Governor the Secretary’s office and for 
payment of special legislative expenses.  Of the 18 
individual items attacked by Judge Wickersham, 17 
were declared to be of subject to restraint, and two 
were in a ruling made recently by Judge T.M. 
Reed. 

Diary 37, 1927 
June 14-15 

14 
[clipping – duplicate of earlier entry] 

WICKERSHAM’S PEEVISHNESS BREAKS 
OUT. 

Judge Wickersham’s suit to prevent payment for 
work the law requires to be performed in the offices 
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of the Government and Territorial Secretary and for 
work done and that must be done by 
stenographers and others in connection with the 
legislative session just ended is simply an outlet for 
peevishness that followed the defeat of his effort to 
make himself an Alaska Mussolini.  If he cannot 
run the Territory, it must not run if he can prevent it. 
It should be borne in mind that the appropriations 
that Judge Wickersham has attacked are in every 
way similar in purpose and amounts to 
appropriations that have been made by the last half 
dozen or more Legislatures.  The present 
Legislature departed in no particular from the 
procedure that has been followed for more than a 
decade.  The appropriations were made to meet 
needed payrolls. 
 
[clipping – part of] 

Use Certain Funds 
Secretary Karl Theile said this afternoon that the 

items upheld by Judge Reed would now become 
available, making possible payment of salaries to 
clerks in the offices of Governor and Secretary, 
and for certain special legislative expenses.  The 
appropriations for salary of the Secretary of Alaska 
and for overtime to members of thme regular 
clerical forces of the Senate and House, held by 
the Court to be invalid, will not be used, he said. 

History of Case 
The suit was filed by Judge Wickersham on May 

3, the day following adjournment of the Legislature.  
By it he sought to the use of any of the funds 
appropriated for the Governor’s office and 
mansion, in all eight items; the salary of Secretary 
Theile, clerks in his office and contingent 
expenses, embracing six items, and four items for 
special Legislative purposes. 

Arguments were heard on May 11 and 12, on 
demurrers filed by Attorney General Rustgard 
representing Treasurer Smith, and Hellenthal & 
Hellenthal, representing Gov. George A. Parks and 
Secretary Theile, intervenors under consideration 
and on May Judge Reed then took the matter 31, 
in a 41-page decision ruled on each item 
separately.  He sustained the objections raised by 
Judge Wickersham in but two instances, but did 
not rule as to two of the items regarding the 
Governor’s mansion, saying unless some attempt 
made to expend funds thereunder, there was no 
occasion for ruling.  He, also, declared there was a 
serious question as to the right of Judge 
Wickersham to bring such an action, but inasmuch 
as the question was up on demurrer only, he said 
he would not rule on the point at present. 

May Proceed Further 
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The motion to dismiss the suit intimated it was not 
impossible that some other action might be brought 
later, possible in different form. The motion itself 
read: “Comes now the plaintiff in the above entitled 
cause and moves the Court to dismiss this action 
without prejudice to any other action between the 
same or other parties for the same cause or any 
part thereof.” 

-15th - 
Got matters in the office in good shape - leave 
stenographer several days work - Left on SS. 
“Aleutian” for Ketchikan.  Find some friends on 
board, Harry Colter - was in Fairbanks in 1903, 
gone now from his home in Ohio for 32 years.  His 
brother is a wealthy man at the old home - came to 
Alaska to find Harry & is taking him back home.  An 
interesting story - but Harry told me he did not think 
he would go home - only to the States & might 
come back to Alaska. 

Diary 37, 1927 
June 16 

-16th - 
Our boat in Wrangell for an hour - saw Grant & 
others & did some needed work.  Ketchikan at 630 
room 212 at new Gilmore Hotel.  Conference with 
Duggan & McCain about some business matters.  
Harry Colter loaned me an original letter from 
Bunnell, Pres. Alaska Agric. College introducing 
Tom Marquam to his friends at Kodiak last fall - in 
support, etc. 
On the “Aleutian” there were two cases of old 
Alaskan “derelicts” - men who were cast on the 
shores of defeat in the gold stampede & left there 
as the wave receded - rescued by their families.  
Harry Colter’s brother came on from Ohio to find 
him & rescue him from poverty and old age - & Dr. 
Council of Cordova was going out with his uncle, 
from Georgia; both 
Harry & the Doctor are old pioneers - Harry has 
been north for 30 years & the Doctor for about 20 
years - Whisky etc. got Doctor, & his Uncle is 
taking him out to assist him to recover his footing 
again - these are two “rescues” - many are left 
stranded - to die in disappointment. 

Diary 37, 1927 
June 17-18 

-17th – 
Getting ready to argue U.S. v Lynch, a civil case 
tomorrow. 
Invited Mrs. Olson - who ran the Zynda Hotel for 2 
years - the last two years that Debbie had lived 
there - to dinner this eyeing. We had a very good 
meal - chicken, strawberries & ice cream - and a 
pleasant visit. 

-18th - 
U.S. v Lynch came up this morning for argument.  
Judge Reed listened patiently to the U.S. attorney 
for half an hour, and without giving me any hearing 
overruled two of my pleas, and ordered them 
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stricken out - he refused to let me be heard on the 
others - struck one out and took the other under 
advisement - without letting me argue the case!  I 
had asked Bob. Heckman to be present, because 
Heckman owns valuable property in the same area 
as the Lynch property subject to the same 
forfeiture, as do many others - who are scared 
about their titles - and a proper decision in the 
Lynch case would settle the same questions with 
regard to their 

Diary 37, 1927 
June 18 

18 
property.  Some of these were present, and went 
away after Judge Reeds refusal to hear my 
argument, in no amiable mood. 
Heckman, however, is a diplomat.  When I 
explained the situation to him out in the corridor 
after Reeds refusal, he said “Never mind, I will talk 
to Judge Reed myself.”  He is having him to dinner 
- & will talk with him about the case pending in 
court - at the dinner.  That is one trouble with 
Judge Reed, he can be talked to out of court, by 
interested parties - if they are his friends! though 
he will not listen in court.  I have a remedy, of 
course: First, I can file an affidavit of prejudice - my 
client can - and take the case away from him & 
send it to another judge, or I can let him do the 
worst he can and appeal.  I am inclined to take the 
first course - though I may conclude to take the 
second one.  The first one accords more with my 
feelings - the second with my judgment, though if I 
take the first I am not barred later from the second. 

Diary 37, 1927 
June 19-20 

-19th – 
A beautiful Sunday - walked with Pete Gilmore - 
visited with friends & rested read. 
I had a long conference with Morrisey about the 
Lincoln Totem at Tongass island - he said the 
people of Ketchikan would pay $500. for the pole 
and set it up in the Ketchikan Park.  I also talked 
with Wm J. Paul about it - he said he would go and 
get it & deliver it to the town for that sum - told 
Morrisey!  I also suggested to Morrisey that I would 
write a history of the pole if he would print it - he 
will consider that also. 

-20th - 
My friends urge me to remain in Ketchikan until 
Wednesday evening & make a short talk at the 
weekly meeting of the United Sons of Alaska, a 
recently organized political scheme of securing a 
Government of the People in Alaska - in support of 
the Controller Bill - and other Legislation in aid of 
Home Rule and against the Bureaucratic 
Government with which they are very much 
displeased. 
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Diary 37, 1927 
June 20-22 

-20th continued. 
I have consented to stay over for I am also now 
just employed to assist in trying another case for 
Mrs. Dr. Dickinson!!  Today I got George Starr, 
whose family owns the Lincoln Totem Pole at 
Tongass Island, into conference with Morrisey - 
Editor of the Chronicle, and M. agreed to pay 
George $500. for the pole to be set up in the 
Ketchikan Park. 

-21st – 
Working today on case of Dickinson v Stuart Fish 
Co. Brown et al. Examined the records - deed etc. 
talked with witnesses, and reading pleadings:  Its a 
hard case, as all of Mrs. Dr. Dickinson’s cases 
always are!  The jurors owe her money - and hate 
her. 

-22nd - 
Worked on the records in the Dickinson case 
today. 
Was invited to talk to the United Sons of Alaska 
tonight - seemed to please them & they gave me a 
hearty “hand”, but I was not satisfied with it myself.  
Senator Hunt, Rep. Paul & Roden talked too - a 
good meeting in the Pioneers Hall. 

Diary 37, 1927 
June 23-27 

-23rd – 
Drew Amended & Supplemental Complaint in 
Dickinson Case today.  Leave on the “Alameda” 
tonight for Juneau. 

-24th – 
SS. Alameda” enroute to Juneau.  We were in 
Lake Bay unloading freight: saw Barnes.  At 
Wrangell two hours: examined deeds recorded by 
Patenaude to his wife to escape paying the 
Matheson heirs the notes signed by him for Russell 
& Walker: Deeds apparently fraudulent = Wm J. 
Paul advised Patenaude to record the deeds!  
Conference with John G. Grant who urged active 
pursuit of Patenaude. 

-25th – 
Arrived Juneau at noon.  Attending to mail etc. 

-26th – 
Sunday.  Troubled with a cold. 

-27th - 
Getting things in the office in better shape. 
Correspondence & other business.  Things in order 
- and etc. 

Diary 37, 1927 
June 28-29 

-28th – 
I have a Complaint ready to file probably tomorrow 
against the Treasurer, to prevent the payment of 
sums appropriated by the Legislature to 
Supplement those made by Congress for the 
support of the Governor’s office etc. etc.  I am 
informed by Rustgard, Atty. Genl. that no more 
money (salary) will be paid to the Secretary of the 
Territory on account of salary, so I shall not include 
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that, but will direct my efforts toward preventing 
payments from the Ter. Treasury to the Gov. office.  
Busy in office - with law matters. 

-29th - 
Order Pub. Sum. in Matheson - Grant v 
Patenaude. 
Sent Ms. (copy corrected) “Old Yukon Trails” to 
Clark & Co, Cleveland, Ohio.  Filed Motion for Bill 
of Particulars in Giovenette v Ansen. 

I filed a new Territorial Case today: the case is  
entitled “James Wickersham, Eugene Wacker, and 
D.W. Hiskins, vs. Walstein G. Smith, as Treasurer 
etc. and covers several of the items of 
appropriations made for the Governors office as I 
think in violation of the law.  The suit is to enjoin 
the. Treasurer from paying the items because the 
Legislature had no power to appropriate them for 
the purposes mentioned. 

Diary 37, 1927 
June 29-30 

29 
[clipping] 

WICK ATTACKS  
APPROPRIATIONS  
FOR GOVERNOR 

Attorney Again Moves to 
Enjoin Payment of Costs 

for Governor’s Office. 
Judge James Wickersham, representing himself 

and “Eugene Wacker and D. W. Hiskins of 
Ketchikan this afternoon filed suit in the United 
States District Court against Walstein G. Smith, as 
Territorial Treasurer, asking for an injunction 
enjoining the Treasurer from paying out any 
moneys for the appropriations made by the last 
Territorial Legislature providing: 

An additional salary to the Secretary of the 
Governor, supplementing the amount paid by the 
Federal Government amounting to $720 per 
annum or $1,440 for the biennium; compensation 
for janitor and messenger and other services for 
the Governors house and offices, $600 per annum 
or $1,200 for the biennium; traveling and 
contingent expense for the Governor, $2,000 for 
the biennium; entertainment at the Executive 
Mansion of officers and representatives of the 
States of the Union or foreign countries, $2,000 for 
the biennium; repairs and improvements at the 
Executive Mansion, $1,250. 
The total amount involved in the suit is $7,890. 
These items were included among other items in a 
suit that was brought by Judge Wickersham 
against the Territorial Treasurer May 6 and which 
was recently dismissed on motion of Judge 
Wickersham. 

June 30th 1927. 
A busy day: Made an agreement between Agustus 
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De Roux and A.L. Olts, for option & sale of 4 
Asbestos mines on Admiralty Is. between Funter 
Bay & the mouth of Bear Creek - opp. Colt Island.  
Olts paid me $3000 but agreed in writing to give me 
7 1/2 % interest in the claims if he can find a 
purchaser and make the sale.  He also gave me 
some of the Asbestos specimens - which are fine 
samples of a valuable product. 
Demurrer to my complaint in territorial case.  Filed 
& served on me - Rustgard & Helethals attorneys 
for defts.  They raise the question of my right to 
bring the suit as a taxpayer. 

Diary 37, 1927 
July 1-3 

-July 1st- 
Working in office as usual. 

-2nd – 
Saw R.A. Kinzie, address Crocker First Nat Bank 
Bldg San Francisco, Cal. about talc & asbestos - 
also coal - promised to send him specimens of talc 
& asbestos at once - talc is used in paper making - 
Kinzie is here in the interest of paper & pulp 
people. - was very much interested.  The 
passenger list of “Princess Alice” contains the 
names of Darrell & Jane - they will arrive at 10 
tonight.  This is Darrells first visit to Alaska! 
8 p.m. “Princess Alice” arrived: Darrell & Jane! 
Took them to Zynda Hotel - to room on top floor - 
corner, where Debbie lived while in Juneau.  Am 
delighted to have them with me. They came down 
to the office to look it over, and examined my 
photographs of interior Alaska - & Mt McKinley with 
much interest.  Darrell is well & strong - Jane in 
good health. 

-3rd- 
Sunday.  Visiting with Darrell & Jane.  Lockie 
McKinnon took us on a long automobile ride to 
Mendenhall Glacier & Eagle river - a beautiful day 
& they enjoyed the ride very much.  We called on 

Diary 37, 1927 
July 3-5 

3 
Mrs. Walstein G. Smith, & Mrs. DeVighne, both of 
whom they met in California. We examined the rest 
of Debbies photographs, jewelry, etc. 
Gave Jane the lovely lavaliere pin etc. worn by 
Debbie.  Also gave Darrell the large diamond ring 
(mine but Debbie always wore it as a solitaire) & he 
will sell it – valued at $975. (Gave it to him to sell 
for myself). 

-4th – 
Beautiful day - fine parade - Soldiers from Chilkoot 
Barracks - German sailors from German Battleship 
(Cruiser) “Emden,” Indians, local Queen, band - 
boys etc.  Fine parade.  Dinner this evening with 
the McKinnons.  Darrell & Jane & I called on Billy 
Bousch - who always gave Debbie flowers.  Billy 
has a beautiful yard & flowers & garden. They told 
me good bye tonight & will go south in the morning 
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at 6 a.m. on Alice. 
-5- 

Darrell & Jane left this morning at 6 a.m. for home. 
Busy in office. Called on the McGowans from 
Oklahoma & the Lanhams, from Texas.  
Congressmen & their wives doing Alaska with 
Bureau 
of Fisheries boat.  Debbie & I knew them at 
Congress Hall, Wash. D.C. while we lived there.  
Both ladies knew Debbie well & expressed great 
regret at her death. 
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Diary 38, 1927-
1928 
 

[Front cover] 
Private Diary 

of 
James Wickersham 

July 6, 1927 to Oct 1, 1928 
 

Sister Jen’s sickness & death pp. Aug 9th to April 6 
                                                    pp 27-55. 
Dr. S. Hall Young’s death p.55 
Geo. F. Reids death p. 130. 

 
Diary 38, 1927 
July 6-8 

July 6th 1927. 
Busy in office as usual.  Have a bad cold - but 
recovering. 

-7th – 
Same as usual.  Busy in office. 
Mike Sullivan from Yakataga Oil fields in office. 
Preparing copies reports of Experts who have 
examined that field to send with letter to J.B. 
Harris, of Amarillo, Tex. with bottle oil, to get him 
interested in drilling there.  He was formerly 
proprietor of Golden Gate hotel, Nome, when Mike 
& I boarded there. 

-8th - 
Mail From Fairbanks.  Judge Erwin, my 

Diary 38, 1927 
July 8 

8 
attorney there sends me his Act. for services in 
securing patents on my three mining claims on 
Cleary & Wolf Creeks & Ester bal. due Erwin 
1204.23. 
Am sending him check for that sum.  Also returning 
to him a letter & deeds from Harry Pratt asking me 
to deed the Exploration C. right of way across my 
L.L. Dis. Bench Claim for $100! which I will not do!  
Asking Erwin to look into the matter.  Yesterday I 
got a promise from Flory, Forest Service, to (give 
fair consideration for construction of Skagway 
Road to Nyes power house, & I will go to Skagway 
on the “Alameda” SS. tomorrow, to get people 
there to agree on route if possible. 

Diary 38, 1927 
July 9 

-9th - 
Argued demurrer in Donaldson et. al. v Smith, 
Treas.  Only point around was the right of taxpayer 
to bring the suit.  Other questions decided by 

Judge Reed on former case, so not argued.  
Hellenthal, appearing for Treas. would not argue 
question, but Rustgard, Atty Genl. did so, briefly, 
without the authorities.  At Judge Reeds request I 
presented the law on the point of the Parties: 
Hellenthal then talked - but I think the court will 
sustain him on the point of the right of the taxpayer 
& the defendant on the other questions: Then I will 
appeal. 
Leave for Skagway tonight on “Alameda,” and will 
return on same next Monday. 

Diary 38, 1927 
July 10 

-10th - 
SS. Alameda docked at Haines at Six a.m.  Met 
Mrs. Snyder on dock and talked with her about trial 
of her divorce case.  Promised to see Bruce Brown 
& see if he is competent to be a witness for her & 
notify her.  The German cruiser lying in the stream 
off Haines.   
We arrived in Skagway at 8 a.m. Mr. Charles Nye 
met me with automobile.  Took me up Skagway 
valley on north & west side to the end of his road 
and then back to Skagway and out along the old 
Brackett trail of 1898, now being repaired by the 
White Pass Co! as far as their new work extends -a 
mile or mile & half - we then walked the old trail for 
a 

Diary 38, 1927 
July 10 

10 
mile farther - examining- it carefully.  Back to town 
to Nye’s home - then we went to see Mr. Hahn, 
Mgr. White Pass, to talk over the Skagway road 
problems.  The White Pass officials want a road up 
south side of valley to East fork of the river, and 
thence south to the Glaciers.  They do not want 
any road up the north fork - because it parallels the 
White Pass Ry!! while Nye wants a road to his 
power and dam site, on the north Fork.  Long 
conference between Hahn and Nye and finally out 
of their discussions and differences I prepared for 
them a proposed written compromise to which both 
agreed - to be reduced to the form of a public 
petition, signed by them 

Diary 38, 1927 
July 10 

10 
and the members of both factions, and presented 
to the Forest Service (U.S.) as a basis of its future 



action in road building in the Skagway valley. 
It is as follows, 

Skagway, Alaska, July 19, 1927. 
Mr. C.H. Flory, District Forester, U.S. Dept of 
Agriculture, Juneau, Alaska. 
Dear Sir:  We the undersigned residents of 
Skagway, Alaska favor the construction of a 
government wagon road up the Skagway valley, on 
the best and most practicable route to be located 
by Forest Service engineers, on a grade not to 
exceed twelve per cent, the road to be one project 
to extend from Skagway to both the Denver or S 
glacier, and so far up the North Fork of the 
Skagway River as the site of the home power 
company dam site.  This proposed road building 

Diary 38, 1927 
July 10 

10 
program is one on which all parties at Skagway are 
united, and we earnestly and respectfully urge your 
favorable and early consideration of same. 

Names            |               Occupations 
Hahn had his daughter type the agreement from 
my rough pencil draft, and both he and Nye agreed 
to the proposed compromise, and both agreed to 
sign the petition and get their respective supporters 
to sign & thus end the feud which has divided 
Skagway for years.  Nye and I both took it up with 
Mrs. Nye & she agreed to it also, and I hope now it 
meets with no opposition.  After lunch with the 
Nyes I went over to see Mrs. Martha B. Keller, 
widow of Dr. Keller, long the owner & publisher of 
the “Skagway Alaskan” 

Diary 38, 1927 
July 10-11 

10 
about the purchase of the files of that paper.  She 
readily agreed to give me the files for preservation 
and will have a man box them for me & send them 
down on the boat to Juneau.  I also bought a few 
Alaskan items from her, - the “Boston-Alaskan” 
“Poems By Alaskans,” etc.  Also bought several old 
books from Jack Keller, remnants of a library 
owned by O.L. Dickenson, once Mgr. of White 
Pass.  Visited with some of my friends briefly & 
“Alameda” left for Juneau at 6. p.m. 

-11th – 
Reached Juneau this morning at 130 a.m. 

Busy in office with correspondence. 
Wrote Darrell a nice letter and also asked him for a 
fuller statement of explosion of gas tank which 
destroyed my clients boat. 

Diary 38, 1927 
July 12 

-12- 
Working in office as usual. 
Wrote C.H. Flory, Forester - letter about the 
Skagway road, announcing settlement of all 
quarrels about it.  It seems that when Darrell came 
north in June (27th) Margaret Mulrooney saw his 
name in the Hotel arrivals & thinking it was me she 
wrote a note to the Hotel trying to get into 
communication with me.  The note reached me 
today & I wrote her a note explaining the matter.  
My! Margaret is 41, weighs a hundred & forty, and 
has no husband & no family! 
How much better off Nellie is, even with all her 
troubles with Jesse Noble and W.F. Thompson - 
she at least has her children & is at last rid of both 
those scamps. 

Diary 38, 1927 
July 13-15 

-13th – 
Same as yesterday in office. 

-14th – 
Busy in the office. 
Miss Jessup, my stenographer, copying pages of 
my Biblio. “Cook” and “La Perouse” for additions I 
have from Allen, Seattle. 
Law business better than income, but enough of 
that to keep things going. 

-15th - 
Busy today with correspondence. 
Wrote to Morrison, Cong. Lib. sending him data 
about Cook & Le Perouse, so as to get full lists of 
various editions etc.  Also to Sutherland about 
Skagway road - sent him copy of my letter to Flory 
- so he will understand facts about proposed 
compromise! 

Diary 38, 1927 
July 15-16 

15 
The Governor has given the editors wife a “job,” in 
violation of the wish of the Alaskan legislature: 
“The Strollers Weekly, July 2, 1927” 
 
[clipping] 

WICKERSHAM FILES SUIT TO  



Alaska State Library – Historical Collections                                                                                   Diary of James Wickersham  
MS 107 BOX 6  DIARY 38                                                                                                                                                       July 6, 1927 through October 1, 1928 

“TRIM” GOVERNOR’S OFFICE 
To enjoin and restrain Territorial Treasurer W.G. 

Smith from paying of any money appropriated by 
the late Territorial legislature for additional salaries 
of the Secy to the Governor, janitor of the Gov’s 
home, contingent expenses of the Gov’s office, his 
traveling expenses, entertainment at the Executive 
Mansion, repairs and improvements on the same, 
amounting in all to $7,890, James Wickersham 
filed suit in the Territorial Court on Tuesday of this 
week as representing himself, D.W. Hiskins and 
Eugene Wacker, the two latter of Ketchikan. 

A demurrer to the injunction was filed in the court 
yesterday morning by Attorney General John 
Rustgard and, as the court is now taking a recess 
until July 6, hearing on the demurrer will be on or 
soon after that date. 

If the office of the Governor of Alaska is not 
worth the pittance the Territory expends in 
connection with it, instead of attacking the 
inconsequential appropriations involved in the 
pittance, Judge Wickersham should carry his 
grievance before Congress and ask that the office 
be abolished entirely. 
[Wickersham interjects:]  {Strollers memory is as 
poor as his patriotism:} 

“Even fleas have smaller fleas  
which on them prey,  

And even these have smaller  
still to bit “em” 

-16th - 
In court this morning - motion calendar. 
Mike Sullivan goes out to Yakataga tonight on the 
SS. Watson:  If J.B. Harris oil expert from Texas 
comes at Mikes invitation I am to go with him. 

Diary 38, 1927 
July 17-18 

-17th – 
Sunday - a beautiful day. 
Recd. a letter from Darrell telling me that my sister 
Jennie is dangerously ill - with Brights disease and 
probably a general breakdown.  I wrote her a good 
letter, also one to Darrell and to Lucille Hunt, 
Beeville, Texas.  I will go to Jen if it turns out she is 
as ill as Darrell thinks she is. 

-18th - 

Began another law suit today. 
My old friend Dr. S. Hall Young visited with me this 
afternoon - took dinner with me.  He is on the SS 
Rogers with another Presbyterian tourist party.  His 
new Autobiography will be out this fall -”The 
Mushing Parson.” 

Diary 38, 1927 
July 19-21 

-19- 
Letter from Darrell saying Jen was regaining her 
strength and health: also sent me money to 
purchase another set of carving Knife & fork - 
which I did today.  Also sent him a poke of gold 
nuggets I’ve carried around in my trunk for years 
with instructions to turn same into the U.S. mint & 
send me the value in money. 

-20th – 
Working on Cobb Estate today - set for Saturday. 
Correspondence. 

-21st - 
Same as usual in office. 
The “SS. Dorothy Alexander” at wharf - Judge 
Snell of Tacoma sick on boat - called & had visit 
with him, & met & the Craigs - also from Tacoma. 

Diary 38, 1927 
July 2-23 

-22- 
Judge Snell was taken off the boat last night to the 
hospital - his wife and friends fear he is threatened 
with pneumonia - he is 75 years old!  Called today 
& found him in high fever.  Busy in office as usual. 

-23- 
Attended court today.  Little done but got some 
satisfaction as the Dist. Atty confessed he thinks 
the law is with me in the dower case for Mrs. Cobb.  
Hearing in her Estate matter set for 28th.  In my 
leisure time I am writing a brief study of the lives of 
Peter the Great & Catherine I as the “Ferdinand & 
Isabella” of Alaska. 

Diary 38, 1927 
July 24 

-24- 
Judge Snell is almost recovered from his sickness -
had a long visit with him today (Sunday).  Also a 
visit with Zeigler, attorney at Ketchikan, whom I am 
trying to persuade to gather a lot of the younger 
element of the Demo- party and nominate men of 
their own kind for public office in Alaska, and assist 
in driving the Federal Bureaucratic officials out of 
our Territorial Government.  He promises well - he 



is young & has a good army record, etc. and is 
really the brightest young Democrat in the 
Territory. I am also making the same talk to young 
Republicans. 

Diary 38, 1927 
July 25 

-25- 
Recd. today boxes containing all the files of the 
“Skagway Alaskan” that Mrs. Keller, of Skagway, 
has left of that paper of pioneer days, and 
delivered them to Simpkins, the binder, who will 
dampen, arrange and take stock - keep a list of 
omissions - and give me a list of the papers 
remaining.  I will have them bound - anyway this is 
all that’s left of the paper.   
Loss Bernard has reply from Judge Bunnell, Pres. 
Agri. College, Fairbanks about printing my 
Bibliography.  He seems agreeable to carrying out 
the provisions of Sec. 3. Chap. 58, Sess. Laws 
1927, and I am to write to him about the details at 
once. 

Diary 38, 1927 
July 26 

-26th - 
Wrote a letter to Judge Bunnell about publishing 
my Ms. Bibliography suggesting the terms as 
required by Sec. 3, Chap 85, Sess. Laws 1927, 
and sending him all the data that I now think he will 
need to determine his course of action in the 
matter.  I recommended it to be published by the 
empire publishing Co. here in Juneau.  Recd. a 
very valuable and interesting letter from Darrell 
giving me a much needed explanation of the 
reasons why the Explosion occurred on a boat 
owned by one of my clients occurred when he was 
taking on gasoline at the Standard Oil Cos tanks - 
the explanation is “static electricity” and gives us a 
perfectly good theory upon 

Diary 38, 1927 
July 26 

26 
which to maintain our suit for damages against the 
Company.   
Attorney General Rustgard has just informed me, 
sub rosa, that Judge Reed has advised him that he 
will overrule the demurrer to my complaint in the 
Territorial Case, and sustain my view of the law!!  
This is the more surprising since he sustained the 
demurrer to the same items in the former case!  If 
he does what the Attorney General says he will, it 

will put the burden of appealing the case on the 
defendant, the Territorial Treasurer.   
I am surprised (but of course pleased) with his 
change of front, for I knew & he knew that I knew, 
that such is the law of the case! 

Diary 38, 1927 
July 27-29 

-27th – 
Some new business coming in. 
Wrote to Darrell and thanked him for preparing a 
statement for me in the case of Baas v Standard 
Oil Co. which gives us a clear theory of the cause 
of the fire on Baas boat - static electricity. 
Also getting my Biblio. completed for publication as 
I now think Bunnell intends to publish it.  Working 
generally. Reading up on Catherine I. of Russia! 

-28th – 
Same as yesterday.  Called and said “goodbye” to 
Judge & Mrs. Snell, & Mr. & Mrs. Craig of Tacoma. 

-29th - 
Same as yesterday. 

X 
Diary 38, 1927 
July 30-31 

-30th – 
Again, I have finally completed my Ms. 
Bibliography of Alaskan Literature”, 1724 - 1924.  I 
really think, now, it is done - finished!  Anyway it is 
ready to go to the printer - if Judge Bunnell is 
willing to make the agreement with me as per Sec. 
3, of the Chap. 58, Sess Laws 1927 etc.  Billy 
Bousch brought me a quart of cherries raised on 
his own cherry tree in his yard, - They are very 
good - ought to make better pies than for eating 
raw. 

-31st - 
Took walk into Silver Bow Basin - resting & 
reading. 

Diary 38, 1927 
August 1 

August 1st 1927 
Busy with law work in the office. 
This afternoon Mrs. Florence Heilig Force called 
me up on the telephone & I met her at a store.  Her 
husband & three children were with her - they are 
all going for a 50 day hunt at the Kluane Lake - 
back of Whitehorse.  Florence was a beautiful girl - 
in Eagle in 1900, in Fairbanks until she married 
Ray Force about 1906.  They now live in Oakland, 
Cal. where Force has made a fortune in some 



Alaska State Library – Historical Collections                                                                                   Diary of James Wickersham  
MS 107 BOX 6  DIARY 38                                                                                                                                                       July 6, 1927 through October 1, 1928 

manufacturing plant.  Their children are beautiful & 
Florence retains her beauty to a remarkable 
degree - they are a nice family. 

Diary 38, 1927 
August 1-2 

1 
Received a telegram from Helen saying Jen is very 
sick: “Mother had a sinking spell last night but 
some better today.  Doctor advises condition very 
serious.  Wish you were here however use your 
own judgment about coming.  Will wire you 
tomorrow.  Answer care Olympic Hotel.  Harold 
sends regards, etc.  Helen H. McGovern.” 
I will wait for next telegram. 

-2nd – 
Judge Reed held with me today on the petition of 
Mrs. Emma Joy Cobb, for dower in the Chichagoff 
Mines & other property and also in the Lynch case 
at Ketchikan for claim of Indian woman to tide land.  
A busy day on other law cases, also. 
Nothing further from Helen about her mothers 
condition - so I assume she must be better.  Will 
send an inquiring telegram to Helen. 

Diary 38, 1927 
August 3-4 

-3rd – 
Sent telegram to Helen for news of Jen’s condition. 
Very busy in office. 

-4th - 
Telegram from Harold saying Jen is in dangerous 
condition - No boat south till tomorrow night and no 
berth then -everything full.   
Hearing on Cobb estate today. The probate judge 
friendly to our contention but wants more evidence.  
Wrote to Mrs. Cobb & sent her copy decree in 
dower case, which will please her.  Same to Mrs. 
Lynch, Indian case. 
Prepared an Amended Complaint in the case of 
Baas v Standard Oil Co. Roden & I have each 
worked on it. 

Diary 38, 1927 
August 5-6 

-5- 
Short opinion in U.S. v Lynch, ejectment, holding 
Mrs. Lynch, Indian, has good cause of defense in 
Ketchikan case: This is a relief after several years 
contest.  Mrs. L. is a Ketchikan Indian woman - & 
claims some tideland as such: The U.S. brought 
suit to put her off - our defense is good. 

-6th - 

I am somewhat amused & more pleased that 
Judge Reed completely reversed himself today in 
the Territorial Case:  He overruled the demurrer to 
my Complaint & held that my cause of Action was 
good against the items in the Territorial Appro. bill 
for the Govs Sec. & others was good & the action 
of the Legislature ultra vires and without authority; 
he held just the other way 

Diary 38, 1927 
August 6 

6 
about these very items in his long opinion in the 
first case, two months ago!  He knew then that he 
was wrong, - what the Gov. will do in this change of 
the courts ruling I do not know.  Anyway it supports 
my case & I am satisfied.   
J.E. Phillips and a miner by the name of Janeau, 
from 40 Mile came to call while the north bound 
boat was in port.  P.- is a partner of my old friend 
Cole, Com. at 40 Mile.  He took dinner with me & 
we talked of Eagle, etc. etc.  Phillips tells me of an 
incident at Eagle years ago when some old miner 
from 40 Mile was complaining about the want of 
glasses - none in the country.  Mrs. Wickersham 
tried hers on him - he could see!  She gave them to 
him & he wore them till his death & Phillips says 
her fine gold frame glasses now hang on a rail in 
the miners cabin at Forty Mile. 

Diary 38, 1927 
August 6-7 

6 
The Empire has this in tonights issue: 
 
[clipping] 

DEMURRER NOT 
SUSTAINED BY 
COURT RULING 

Judge Reed Says Wicker- 
sham Complaint Is Sound 

-Case to Be Tried 
In an oral ruling delivered from the bench this 

morning, Judge T.M. Reed over-ruled the General 
demurrer filed by Attorney General Rustgard to the 
latest complaint in the Wickersham cases against 
Walstein G. Smith, Treasurer.  The Treasurer was 
given 20 days in which to file an answer to the 
complaint. 

The demurrer was general in its nature, alleging 



that the complaint filed on June 29, last, by Judge 
Wickersham for himself, Eugene Wacker and D.W. 
Hiskins, Ketchikan residents, did not contain facts 
sufficient to base an action against the Territorial 
Treasurer. 

The suit was begun on June 29, a few days after 
Judge Wickersham had withdrawn a largely similar 
action.  The demurrer was filed July 1, and 
arguments were held twelve days later.  The main 
question argued was the right of individual 
taxpayers to institute such actions.  In overruling 
the demurrer today Judge Reed held that the 
complaint was legally sound.  This, in effect, clears 
the way for eventual trial of the case on its merits 
after further pleadings are filed. 

Five items of the general appropriation measure 
passed by the late Alaska legislature are attacked 
in the present action.  All of them are in the section 
covering the office of Governor, and include items 
for additional salary for Harry G. Watson, Secretary 
to the Governor, janitor and messenger service, 
traveling expenses of the Governor, entertainment 
of visitors and repairs to the Executive Mansion. 
In a memorandum opinion handed down in the 
original suit, filed by Judge Wickersham on May 6, 
Judge Reed held the first three were valid charges 
against the Territory and that the Legislature acted 
properly in making appropriations therefore.  He 
declined to make any ruling on the last two items, 
saying it was not necessary to do so until such time 
arose as there were actual expenditures made 
from the funds appropriated. 

Sunday Aug. 7th  
Lockie McKinnon, Billy Bausch, Big Charley and I 
went out in Lockies automobile to the flats at mouth 
of Eagle River to pick berries!  It was a glorious day 
of sunshine & we enjoyed it and the berry patches 
to the limit. 

Diary 38, 1927 
August 8-9 

-8th – 
Dr. & Mrs. Miles, from Tacoma, came in on the SS. 
“Queen”, and have just left my office.  He tells me 
that Jen. cannot live long, and both advise me to 
go to her on the first boat.  I have just engaged 
passage on the SS. “Charlotte,” Canadian Pac. 

boat for tomorrow morning early.  Just received a 
telegram from Harold saying his mother worse to 
come if possible.  Have my ticket & arrangements 
made to go on the boat in the morning. 

-9th - 
On board the “Charlotte” at 5 a.m. & to bed - 
Seated at the Pursers table with a group of people 
form St. Louis.  Raining tonight at Wrangell. 

Diary 38, 1927 
August 9-10 

9 
Mr. Lynch - John G. Grants father in law - will be 
92 years old on Aug 24th - my own birthday.  I 
bought a box of cigars from Johnnie - & left them 
with him for the old mans birthday present from 
me.  I am very fond of the old man.  I am reading 
“Westward Ho,” by Kingsley. 

-10- 
At Wrangell Ketchikan this morning early - at 
Prince Rupert this afternoon: Raining. 
There is a big crowd of Chamber of Commerce 
people from St. Louis on board.  Bought a book 
and a tanned caribou skin (very small) at Mort 
Craigs curio store at Prince Rupert. 
Reading “Westward Ho.” 

Diary 38, 1927 
August 11-12 

-11th – 
Crossed Queen Charlotte crossing at Alert Bay at 3 
this afternoon.  Visited the old Indian graveyard & 
old buildings.  27 years ago it was a live Indian 
town - today the houses are all of our type & the 
great frames of the old Indian houses look like 
decaying skeletons of long dead monsters. 
The rain has ceased & the sun is shining like 
summer. 

-12th - 
Vancouver at 8 a.m. 
I will leave the boat here and go on the train & thus 
get into Seattle at 2:15 p.m. while it will be 8:30 
before the boat gets to Seattle.  Leave at 9. a.m. - 
reached Seattle 2:15 - Frye Hotel. 

Diary 38, 1927 
August 12-13 

-12th – 
Telephoned the Providence Hospital.  My sister is 
alive but very dangerously sick - Took dinner with 
Helen & Harold at their apartments in the 
“Northcliffe,”  Jen is afflicted with some form of 
Brights disease - bad Kidneys - which have 
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poisoned her blood & she has but a poor chance 
for recovery. 

-13th - 
Went up with Harold & Helen & saw Jennie - She 
knew me seems to be acquainted with the gravity 
of her sickness - spoke of her death as a settled 
fact - said she had made her will, and gave Harold 
request to give Nan assistance after her death. 

Diary 38, 1927 
August 14 

-14th - 
Saw Jennie again today - she seems glad that I am 
here - but I can only stay with her for a few minutes 
- talking tires her quickly - the nurse says she is 
slowly growing weaker and that nothing but a 
miracle can keep her alive long.  Poor Jen - with so 
much to live for, she is 47 years old.  Took a long 
ride today with Harold & Helen - around the 
northern suburbs.  Am reading “Siberia and the 
Exile System.” by George Kennan.  Wrote to 
Darrell last night, also to Barrett Willoughby - care 
Father Kashaverof, Juneau.  She wants to prepare 
a biographical sketch of myself for one of the 
magazines - sorry I cannot see her. 

Diary 38, 1927 
August 15-16 

-15th – 
Called & talked to West & Wheeler about rents due 
on Phinney Ave. lots, - On Allen, busy & did not 
see him & had long political talk with Ed. Russell & 
Senator Steel, who are just now getting out a 
special Ed. of the Cordova paper for Harry Steel.  
Dinner with Helen & Harold - Jennie same. 

-16th - 
Went over to Tacoma.  Saw Hopping Winden & 
Harshberger -went over my business with them:  
Had lunch with them at Winthrop Hotel - Kiwanis & 
Chamber of Commerce joint meeting - heard Sec. 
of the Navy Wilbur talk - he made a good 
presentation of Naval matters - other speakers etc. 

Diary 38, 1927 
August 16 

16 
Went out to State Hist. rooms & saw my books etc. 
and had good visit with Sec. Bonney.  Back to 
Seattle.  Consultation with Olts about the DeRoux 
Asbestos mines on north end of Admiralty Is.  Long 
talk with our Senator Will Steel abut political 
conditions in Alaska.  My dear sister Jennie is 
growing steadily weaker and I fear the end is not 

far away.  Received a letter from Lucile Hunt 
(Taylor), my niece, who wants to come - but she 
cannot change the result.  She dearly loves Jennie, 
and is greatly distressed & writes to me for some 
comforting assurance but I cannot give it to her. 

Diary 38, 1927 
August 17-18 

-17th – 
Attending to marry business errands here in 
Seattle.  Bob Donaldson is still interested in the 
Harkrader Coal claim West & Wheeler paid me for 
rentals on Phinney Ave lots, etc. 
Jennie is failing rapidly. 

-18th - 
Jennie died this morning at 330. 
Mother, Debbie & now Jennie.  
I am now, indeed, an old and lonely man.   
Poor Jen - in half delirium she said to me, “I 
thought you would go next.”  She then shook her 
head as if perplexed and said to herself “Its queer, 
aint it?”  And it is, for I am 23 years older than Jen: 
She is only 47, two years older than Darrell.  I 
received a letter from 

Diary 38, 1927 
August 18 

18 
him this morning - bless his good loyal heart.  He is 
all that I have left that I can depend on.  Harry was 
here when Jen passed away - but he is almost 
wholly incompetent.  I had to give him money to go 
home on - he borrowed to get here on the car last 
night & Nan is worse.  And in dealing with these I 
so depended on Jen - we divided the 
responsibilities and the expense - now it all falls on 
me.  Really, though, I will be 70-years old next 
week (on the 24th) and am liable to be a burden 
myself in a few years.  But Darrell has “money 
sense,” and money, and a strong sense of 
thoughtfulness & love - so its all right! 

Diary 38, 1927 
August 18-19 

-18th continued – 
Jen’s funeral and burial will be at Tacoma on 
Saturday.  I sent telegram to Darrell and Lucille. 

-19th - 
Went over to Tacoma.  Jennie’s funeral will be field 
tomorrow at 3 oclock p.m.  Recd. telegram from 
Darrell asking me to get flowers for him & Jane, 
which I did.  Got a beautiful wreath for him & 
another for myself.  Put “Darrell & Jane’s” card on 



theirs and a card “Brother’s, Nan & Lucille” on 
mine.  Also ordered a flat wreath put on each of the 
four graves in my lot tomorrow - on Debbies & the 
boys, Clydes, Mothers and Fathers: Back to 
Seattle. 

Diary 38, 1927 
August 20 

-20th - 
Went over to Tacoma at noon.  Ate my lunch alone 
in the old “Tacoma Hotel.”  Met the Editor of the 
Puyallup paper who came and sat at the table with 
me.  We talked of Tacoma days 30 years ago 
when he was a cub reporter on the Tacoma 
Ledger.   
At 2:30 I took a taxi and drove to Buckley & Kings 
Mortuary Chapel on  Tacoma Ave. & 2nd St. where 
my dear sister Jennie’s funeral was to be held.  
Nan, Harry & Frank, and all the Hanson family 
were present. After the funeral services - the 
chapel was crowded with the friends of the families 
& flowers covered her coffin - we drove to the 

Diary 38, 1927 
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20 
Tacoma cemetery.  The family lot of Charles B. 
Hanson (Jen’s husband) where he and Alice lay 
buried, was prepared for Jennies interment.  The 
flowers from more than a hundred friends covered 
the graves, and surrounded by her families and 
friends poor Jennies body was lowered by the side 
of her husband and daughter, and we came away.  
As we drove into the cemetery the whole long line 
passed by the graves of my family, upon each of 
whose grave I had caused a beautiful wreath to be 
laid - of roses and other flowers.  Some other 
friends, probably the Olds, had also placed a 
wreath upon the stone over the graves of Debbie & 
her sons. 

Diary 38, 1927 
August 20-21 

20 
Harry went in the automobile with Helen and 
Harold, but I insisted on riding in my own carriage 
& with Nan, and Frank and his wife.  After the 
conclusion of the burial I went home with Harold & 
Helen - the house seemed empty without Jen - 
First Mother, then Debbie and now Jen! and I feel 
old and deserted, with only Darrell left, but he is a 
dear and loving son. 

-21st - 

Sunday.  Remained with Helen and Harold all 
night.  Harold took me to Buckley and I visited 
Uncle Tom & Aunt Kate.  This afternoon Harold & 
Helen drove me down to Sawyers 

Diary 38, 1927 
August 21 

21 
Lake where the Hanson family have a beautiful 
lodge - a large community house where they all 
meet on occasion - where we enjoyed a good 
dinner and a quiet visit, after which Harold and 
“Jack” McKinnon came with me to Seattle.  They 
had a late dinner with me here at the Frye Hotel, 
and then they drove away.  I am always pleased at 
the fine crowd of boys growing up in the families.  
There are eight of them including Harold, six of 
them acted as pall bearers at Jennies funeral.  
They are all from 18 to 22 years of age, are six feet 
tall, well educated and all well bred gentlemen. 

Diary 38, 1927 
August 22-23 

-22- 
Over to Tacoma and got some books out of my 
library in the State Hist. Soc. rooms & back to 
Seattle. Saw Margaret Mulrooney - Dome Creek 
girl. 

-23rd - 
Spent the day with attorneys arranging two cases 
pending - one in Tacoma from Alaska, the other in 
Ketchikan, from Seattle.  Finished reading “Siberia, 
and the Exile System,” by George Kennan. Also 
bought some Century Magazines, old ones, with 
his Siberial articles, for further reading. Am 
gathering data for an historical story.  I will try to 
arrange to go home about Saturday morning.  
Helen called on phone and asked me to come & 
take dinner with them tomorrow. 

Diary 38, 1927 
August 24-25 

August 24th 1927. 
My 70th Birthday. 
Examined for refit of eye glasses today by Dr. 
Bentley.  My left eye is excellent & my right is good 
except for the loss of the lens.  Went to Enumclaw 
on stage.  Had a nice dinner with Harold & Helen - 
strawberry short cake.  The McKinnons & Axel 
Hanson came over & spent the evening. 

-25th - 
Went to Tacoma from Enumclaw - examined 
statements of my accounts Recd. check for $25000, 
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back to Seattle - another visit to Dr. Bentley about 
my glasses. 

Diary 38, 1927 
August 25-26 

-25th continued- 
Conference with Van Orsdel, the engineering 
expert - I have been asked to assist him in the 
purchase of electric light plants at Ketchikan 
Wrangell & other towns in S.E. Alaska and will wait 
and go north with him next week - Wednesday or 
Saturday. 
Dinner with Margaret Mulrooney at the “Butler” & 
then called with her on her sister Mrs. Johnson - 
formerly of Iditarod & Fairbanks. 

-26th - 
Busy day - found DeRoux, the Douglas island 
asbestos man - we called to see Stannard, but he 
was not in Seattle - in Alaska.  I introduced him & 
his asbestos 

Diary 38, 1927 
August 26-27 

26 
“specimens” to Van Orsdel - Van Orsdel much 
interested.  Sent telegram to Olts, at Ketchikan, 
about Deroux and Stannard, etc.   
Long talk with Will Steel, and Tommy” Watson, of 
Fairbanks, wanted to borrow $2500 & I suppose I 
will lend it to him!  Went to “Pantages” to see a 
movie film - “What Price Glory” - a war scene - the 
hard boiled sergeants & the artillery fire were good 
- the rest mediocre to bad. 

-27th - 
Nothing much today. 
Wrote a good long letter to Darrell. 
Went to 5th Ave. theater - “Hula” a spectacular 
Hawaiian movie. 

Diary 38, 1927 
August 28-29 

-28th – 
Sunday.  Slept till almost noon. 
Took a good walk & read “We Must March,” an 
Oregon historical romance by Honore Willsic 
Morrow. 
Wrote a letter to Jane and sent her a small tanned 
baby cariboo skin, which I purchased at Prince 
Rupert. 

-29th - 
Called on Geo. T. Reid, Vice President N.P. Ry. in 
L.C. Smith Bldg. - who was my partner in law when 

I left Tacoma in 1900 for Alaska.  George drew 
Debbies will & was one of the witnesses when it 
was probated this spring.  Visited 
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August 29-30 

29 
with him & talked about Jennies death, etc.  He is a 
fine man.  Also called on Van Orsdel - also 
DeRoux, about mining matters etc.  Van Orsdel 
went over to Tacoma this afternoon to see parties 
about buying electric light plants in Alaska. 
Harold and A.G. Hanson, and Lou Olson called - I 
promised them & Helen (who called on the 
telephone) that I would go up to Enumclaw 
Wednesday.  Finished reading “We Must March.” 

-30th - 
“Van Orsdal tells me this morning that Peterson 
has Telegraphed the capitalists who are seeking to 
buy the electric light plants in S.E. Alaska 
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August 30 

30 
his wish that I be engaged to assist in the work & 
made their Alaskan representative.  I shall be glad 
of the work, and Van Orsdel is also pleased that it 
is probably I will assist him.   
This evenings boat brought Senator Willis, from 
Ohio, back from Alaska.  I called with Will A. Steel, 
& Ed. Russell.  He is at the Olympic Hotel.  He 
went riding for 2 hours with us around Seattle.  
Russell went back after he had dinner and talked 
with him about political matters & seems to have 
stressed his (Russells) wish that I be permitted to 
engage in a cooperative way in doing 
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political work this next campaign in Alaska, & I fear, 
pressed my right to be recognized in some way as 
a future candidate for Governor. 
The Senator expressed his personal confidence in 
me and his friendship - and let it go at that.  Of 
course, I am not and will not become a candidate 
for Governor or any other office, and am sorry Ed. 
talked it to the Senator. He leaves in the morning 
early for the East.  Had Jim. Stevens to lunch: we 
talked politics & I assured him I would not be ever 
again a candidate for any office.  He is also a 
booster for my future candidacy for Governor. 
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Stevens thinks he can find me a copy of the “Sitka 
Times,” of 1869, and promised to give it to me if he 
can find it.  Mrs. Bishop, of Juneau, was at the 
Hotel tonight & Russell & I took her to the Alaska 
boat which went out tonight. 

-31st - 
The Post Intelligencer this morning has a long 
interview with Senator Willis, but the piece de 
resistance is the picture of Senator Will A. Steel, of 
Juneau, handing the Senator his mail & telegrams.  
It will create a panic in the Governors office and in 
that of the Empire, in Juneau, for they will figure 
out that we got to the Senator & his influence here 
in Seattle. 

Diary 38, 1927 
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31 
[clipping] 

Alaska’s Friend 
[Photograph of Will A. Steel & Frank B. Willis] 

United States Senator Frank B. Willis of Ohio, 
chairman of the senate committee on Territory, 
arrived in Seattle yesterday from a month’s tour 
of Alaska, thoroughly “sold” on America’s Far 
North territory.  Alaska Territorial Senator Will A. 
Steel (left) greeted him at the boat with a handful 
of letters and telegrams.-(Post-Intelligencer 
Photo) 

AGRICULTURE  
TO LEAD, IS  

WILLIS’ VIEW 
Wealth Of Mineral, Coals And 
Fish Surpassed By Soil Pro- 
ductivity, Says Ohio Senator 

Pennywise tourist boosters, over keen on 
ballyhooing the freakish wonders of Alaska, have 
unconsciously created a nation-wide false 
impression of that wonderful land that will have to 
be corrected if America’s most valuable territory is 
to come into her own, declared Frank B. Willis, 
United States Senator from Ohio, and chairman of 
the senate committee on territories, upon his return 
here yesterday from a month’s survey of “Seward’s 
Folly.” 
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31 
“Alaska is not a totem pole,” he declared 

indignantly. “Neither is it a dog team, nor a glacier.  
Alaska is the greatest untouched storehouse the 
American people have today.  Millions upon mill-
ions of tons of coal, billions in lumber, untold 
mineral resources that have scarce been 
scratched, oil and fish and furs, and above all else, 
her fertile valleys.  That is the real Alaska of the 
future.” 
PHYSICAL GIANT 

Senator Willis is a big man.  He towers above the 
heads of people on the street and he takes the full 
half of a taxicab seat.  He is rugged, tanned to an 
Indian brown, square chinned and vigorous.  And 
when he talks of Alaska he seems to expand.  His 
deep voice rumbles up like the roar of some 
Alaskan cataract.  His eyes sparkle with the vision 
of the great land to be, when the waterfalls are 
harnessed, the mountain treasure houses tapped, 
the fertile valleys under plow.  Truly he is a man to 
grasp the tremendous possibilities of America’s 
richest and long neglected child. 

Alaska’s first great need is roads, the senator 
declared, “Not paved boulevards for motor traffic, 
but work-day roads that will open up her vast 
hinterland. Wagon roads for the farmers, trails for 
the prospectors. That is the first thing I shall urge 
congress to help her do - build roads. 
GOLD IS THERE 

“She must tap and utilize her industrial 
possibilities.  I have heard that Alaska’s gold is 
gone.  There was never a greater falsehood.  The 
easy gold is getting scarce, perhaps, but the real 
yellow treasure is still there waiting science and 
skill to wrest it from the mountains.  Her coal 
deposits are almost unbelievable, her timber 
limitless. Her fish, if properly conserved, a fortune 
in itself.  

“But it is in her agricultural lands that she is 
finally and indisputably richest.  I saw wheat 
growing thirty bushels to the acre.  Hay, potatoes, 
berries and fruit, the finest and best flavored I have 
tasted anywhere.  And thousands upon thousands 
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of acres waiting for the plow.  I tell you the rest of 
us, and Alaska herself, must wake up to the real 
value of that territory.” 

Oddly enough, Senator Willis declared, this 
otherwise neglected land leads the entire United 
States in commercial use of the airplane. 
KNOW THEIR PLANES 

“Population considered,” he said, “there are more 
airplanes in commercial use in Alaska than 
anywhere else in America.  People there look upon 
them as the tried and practical transportation 
facility they are.  Doctors fly to sick folks’ bedsides.  
Business men fly from town to town.  A federal 
judge flies about his district to hold court.  Alaska is 
really putting the airplane to work. 

“Another thing Alaska has that the bulk of the 
United States lacks is sea-mindedness.  They use 
water transportation and know its value, and it may 
be that our merchant marine of the future will come 
out of the North.” 

Senator Willis was met at the boat by Territorial 
Senator Will A. Steel and a number of Seattle 
friends.  He stayed last night at the Olympic, going 
for a drive in the evening with Judge James 
Wickersham of Alaska, and leaving on the 
Northern Pacific’s crack train, the North Coast 
Limited, this morning for his home. 

 
While the Senator is a personal friend of mine, he 
seems also to be very friendly to Gov. Parks!  Ed 
Russell says he mentioned that Parks is very 
popular among the people of Alaska, and he spoke 
highly in regard to him. 

Diary 38, 1927 
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September 1, 1927. 
Today’s P-I- carried this interesting item from 
Nome. 
 
[clipping] 

ANCHORAGE MAN  
SEEKS SENATE 

NOME, Alaska, Aug. 31.- (A.P.) 
-Territorial Senator Bartley Howard of Anchorage, 
today announced his candidacy for the Republican 
nomination as delegate to congress in 1928, to 

succeed Dan Sutherland of Juneau. 
“I have just completed an extensive tour of 

Alaska,” Howard said, before sailing  form Nome of 
the steamer Victoria.  “I am convinced that the 
people of the territory desire a change in the 
delegate to congress.  The people believe that 
great results to Alaska could be obtained by a 
delegate in accord with the administration at 
Washington, a delegate who has consistent 
constructive policies and not one of continuous 
agitation and opposition.  “If elected I will endeavor 
to carry on the constructive policy for the 
development of Alaska, which I believe I advocated 
as president of the territorial senate at the last 
session.”  
 
This means a strong fight against Dan’s 
renomination - the fight to be led by Gov. Parks, 
and his Bureaucratic supporters, the Seattle 
Cannery interests, who are to furnish the funds 
with which to buy up & control the Alaska press, 
and the Democratic organization - the Empire and 
other purchasable papers. 

Diary 38, 1927 
September 1 

1 
Long talk yesterday afternoon with Judge Miller, 
Steel & ed. Russell & I agreed to get John W. 
Frame, Rep. Nat. Committeeman for Alaska, to 
send his proxy in blank to Miller, to be used by 
Senator Butler, Ch. of the Rep. Nat. Com. in 
locating the next Rep. Nat. Convention etc. 

I went to Enumclaw last night & visited with  
Helen & Harold, back this morning.  Conference 
with Bob. Donaldson & associates & made them a 
new option on my interest in the Harkrader coal 
claim.   Also with Van Orsdale about purchase of 
all electric light & Power plants in S.E. Alaska for 
an Eastern concern. 

Diary 38, 1927 
September 1-2 

1 
Had my hearing experted today - verdict of expert: 
Everything normal.   
Bought my ticket to Ketchikan on the SS. “Yukon,” 
Harold and Helen called to say good bye to me. 

-Sept. 2nd - 
Went over to Tacoma early, saw Chas. Peterson 



about purchase of public utilities in Alaska - he 
exhibited telegram from his Co. authorizing my 
employment as soon as they bought Alaskan 
Properties.  Back to Seattle - dinner tonight with 
Judge Chas. Miller & wife: Ed Russell & wife, & 
Senator Steel present.  Got Debbie’s trunk from 
Enumclaw & will take it to Alaska with me.  Her 
hats, & many of her things, pictures, etc. in it.  Poor 
dear Debbie, how I miss her. 

Diary 38, 1927 
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Sept. 3rd. 
Left Seattle this morning for Juneau. 
 
[clipping]  

Missionary 
[Photograph of Dr. Young] 

The Rev. Samuel Hall Young of 
Seattle, pioneer Alaska mission- 

ary, author and lecturer, who 
was killed yesterday when 

struck by an interurban train 
near Clarksburg, W.Va. 

MISSIONARY OF  
EARLY ALASKA  
DIES IN CRASH 

Dr. Samuel Hall Young, Seattle, 
Noted As Author, Lecturer, 
Automobile Accident Victim 

Dr. Samuel Hall Young of Seattle, eighty, one of 
the first missionaries to enter Alaska, and since 
noted as an author and lecturer, was fatally injured 
near Clarksburg, W.Va., when an automobile in 
which he was riding was struck by an interurban 
train.  News of his death was received last night by 
Mrs. R.J. McChesney, his daughter, 715 Fifteenth 
Avenue North, with whom he had made his home 
for the last three years. 

Dr. Young died after he had finished what he 
considered his masterpiece as an author.  He left 
Seattle August 23 to attend to final details of 
editing his latest book, “A Mushing Parson,” telling 
of his early days in Alaska.  The copy was in the 
hands of the Fleming H. Revell Company, New 
York publishers. 
WORKING ON MISSION 

He also was to aid in a plan of the Presbyterian 
Church, while in the East, to arrange financing of a 
Presbyterian mission in Sitka, to cost $50,000, to 
be known as the Hall Young Memorial. 

Dr. Young was on the way to French Creek, near 
Clarksburg, to attend a reunion of French Creek 
pioneer descendants, when the accident occurred.  
The clergyman’s ancestors were among the 
earliest settlers in Virginia. 

He was taken immediately to a hospital after the 
accident, but died within a few hours. 
MINISTER’S SON 

Dr. Young was born in Butler, Pa., September 
12, 1847, the son of a minister.  He attended the 
University of Wooster, Princeton Theological 
Seminary and the Western Theological Seminary 
and taught school in Michigan, West Virginia and 
Pennsylvania before he was ordained in 1878. 

As soon as he was ordained, Dr. Young went to  
Wrangell, Alaska, as a missionary and explorer, 
and spent ten years on the southeast coast.  In 
1879 and 1880 he and John Muir camped on the 
site of Juneau, the present capital, before Joe 
Juneau made the gold strike that established the 
city.  With Muir he explored the glacier that now 
bears Muir’s name. 
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clipping continued] 
AWAY TEN YEARS 

Leaving Alaska in 1888, Dr. Young held 
pastorates in Long Beach, Calif.; Cedar Falls, Ia.; 
Caberty, Ill.; and Wooster, O.  For ten years he 
remained away, then returned and established the 
First Presbyterian Church at Dawson.  In 1901 he 
was named superintendent of all Presbyterian 
missions in Alaska. 

In 1913 he went to New York to become special 
representative for Alaska on the Presbyterian 
Board of Home Missions.  Eight years later he went 
North again to gather material for a book.  He 
spent much time in Alaska thereafter, coming to 
settle in Seattle from Juneau three years ago to 
make his home with his daughter. 

Dr. Young is survived by a nephew, Loyal Young 
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of Rainier Valley; by his daughter, Mrs. 
McChesney, and three grandchildren, Dorothy, 
Grace and Helen Kleinschmidt, Mrs. McChesney’s 
children by a former marriage. 

 
And now my dear friend is dead!  When I left 
Seattle this morning I bought the P-I but did not 
read it until we were long out - I will send Mrs. 
McChesney a telegram of my sorrow from 
Ketchikan.  Dr. Young was a noble and a 
courageous character, beloved by the pioneers of 
Alaska.  He was my friend I had none closer 
among the men in Alaska.  He was a true Christian 
and a gallant gentleman. I feel his loss deeply. 

Diary 38, 1927 
September 4-5 

-4th – 
Sunday.  Crossed Queen Charlottes in the 
beautiful sunshine.  Long talk with John P. Van 
Orsdal, industrial engineer, who is going to 
Ketchikan and other towns in S.E. Alaska to 
estimate the value of electric light & power plants 
for Foshay & Co. with a view to their purchase for 
these interests. 

-5th - 
Reached Ketchikan.  Saw McCain, Duggan, Hunt - 
but not Paul.  Judge Reed will not arrive here until 
Wednesday, and there will be little done in court 
this week, so I will go on to Juneau, and come 
back. 

Diary 38, 1927 
September 5-6 

5 
Sent a telegram of sympathy to Mrs. J.R. 
McChesney, Seattle, the daughter of Rev. S. Hall 
Young.  Left K. this afternoon and reached 
Wrangell at 11 oclock - saw John G. Grant and 
talked with him about Van Orsdal & the purchase 
of the Wrangell light & water plant.  Van 0. will 
come on to Wrangell on the boat this week & I am 
to go back there & meet him. 

-6th - 
Home to Juneau this afternoon. Much mail, but 
nothing of great importance - except the Fairbanks 
Ex. Co. offers nearly $2000. for my three mining 
claims on Cleary Creek! - which, of course, I will 
not accept. 

Diary 38, 1927 
September 7-8 

-7th – 
Working in the office trying to catch up with back 
work, correspondence, etc.  Paid the Behrends 
Bank my note for $300. & interest today, & other 
bills.  Will go back to Ketchikan on the SS. Aleutian 
about Friday. 

-8th - 
Gave most of this day to a visit from Barrett 
Willoughby, the author, who wished to talk to me 
about my experiences as a judge and Delegate in 
Alaska.  She is a rapid talker & a pleasant person.  
Her mind works rapidly, and she is interested in all 
things Alaskan.  She was interested also in my 
diaries, and in Alaska books & my Bibliography. 

Diary 38, 1927 
September 9-10 

-9th – 
Worked all forenoon on correspondence.  Miss 
Jessup informed me that she would quit me on 
Sept. 30th, & that she was leaving the Territory, etc. 
I gave her a strong letter of recommendation, paid 
her till Sept. 15, and then she will quit - unless I 
return home find work for her until the months end. 
Left Juneau at noon on the SS. “Aleutian,” for 
Ketchikan, court. 
Rain & much wind. 

-10th - 
We landed in Wrangell this forenoon, having 
rounded Cape Decision. 
Saw Van Orsdal, - about the purchase of Electric 
light 
Power Plants at Ketchikan & Wrangell.  He is 
making progress.   

Diary 38, 1927 
September 10-
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10 
There were a lot of people from the interior, many 
of whom I knew.  We visited & talked.  Ketchikan at 
7 oclock this evening, and I am in Room 206, 
Ingersoll Hotel. 

-11th - 
Sunday.  Took a walk with Pete Gilmore, called on 
John W. Frame, had him to dinner.  Afterward 
talked with him about Judge Chas. Miller, of 
Seattle.  Told him it would be good politics and of 
assistance to Miller if he would give his proxy -in 
blank - to Miller to be sent to Senator Butler, Ch. of 
the Republican National Com.  John is Rep. Nat. 



Com. man from Alaska but contested by Geo. 
Sexton and not 
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yet accepted by the Nat. Com.  Butler needs the 
proxy to assist him in securing votes for the 
location of the place of holding the next Nat. Rep. 
Convention, and it would do a good political stroke 
to send it to Butler for that - and other - use.  
Frame objected to giving it in blank - otherwise he 
was willing - and suggested that it would relieve 
him from criticism, as an elected official, of he gave 
it to me, and it I could keep it or do with it as I 
pleased.  Of course I consented to accept the 
responsibility.  I prepared the form and he will type 
it tonight and I can have it tomorrow. 
Before Butler can use it, the Com. must seat 
Frame, and throw Sexton out! 

Diary 38, 1927 
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-12th - 
John W. Frame, Rep. Nat. Committeeman for 
Alaska gave me his proxy today.  He refused it give 
it in blank, but was willing to give it to me 
personally, since he thinks that will protect him in 
case of criticism.  I informed him, and he was 
perfectly satisfied, that I intended to assign it in 
blank and send it to Miller, in Seattle, who will send 
it on to Butler, the Chairman of the Rep. Nat. Com. 
for his use in locating the next Convention.  
Attended court today, but there is little I can do.  
The court is trying criminal cases - no civil cases 
probably for two weeks.  Will arrange mine 
tomorrow. 
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-13th - 
Busy with prospective cases today - cases vs. the 
Standard Oil Co. for explosions on boats taking 
gasoline at the Co’s docks and pipe lines.  
Attended court and listened to a criminal case -jury 
seems “hung.”  Olts has telegram from Duenkel - 
the Kennecott Copper Co. Expert, saying he will be 
in Juneau on he 19th to examine De Roux 
asbestos mine - Olts and I will go to Juneau on the 
“Evans” on the 16th to get matter in shape.  Am 
getting Senator hunt in an amiable frame of mind -
over the Paul letter - now I must get Paul & Hunt 

together if possible - & stop their political 
quarreling. 
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-14th – 
Busy today with law matters. 
Began a suit for divorce! and preparing some other 
cases.  Attended a meeting of the United Sons of 
Alaska tonight & made a talk in support of Self 
Government in Alaska - against the Bureaucratic 
System.  Large & enthusiastic meeting and other 
speakers. 

-15th - 
Got Scribner case settled - my way.  Telegram 
from Winter S. Martin with case about steamer-gas 
boat “It.”  Will leave the case with Duggan & 
McCain.  Arranging cases so I can go home & 
return in 3 weeks. 
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-16th - 
Spent part of the day in court listening to the 
proceedings, which were not particularly 
interesting.  The court is given over to the trial of 
liquor cases which ought to be heard in a police 
court.  Judge Reed and George Grigsby clashed in 
the trial today - Grigsby is quick, vigorous, and 
impudent, but always with a keen humor.  This 
afternoon am arranging matters so I can go home 
tomorrow for ten days - until the criminal cases are 
ended, when I must come back and try three civil 
cases in which I am interested.  Must go home & 
look after matters with Van Orsdal & with Olts 
about the asbestos mine on Admiralty island. 

Diary 38, 1927 
September 17-
19 

-17th – 
Doing nothing today except listening to a 
“bootlegging” case being tried before Judge Reid. 
The parties - mostly Indians - are from Craig - Am 
ready to go home on Queen.  Paid my bills & left 
Ketchikan this afternoon – Midnight! at the wharf in 
Wrangell - saw John G. Grant & also W.D. Grant. 

-18th – 
A beautiful fall day - Sunday- At Petersburg for an 
hour - early.  At Juneau at 9 p.m. - to bed. 

-19th - 
Working in the office. Olts & DeRoux working on 
Asbestos mine exploration.  Van Orsdal here and 
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Olts does not 
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seem to want him to go over and inspect asbestos 
- Van is determined to go - I am to blame for the 
“triangle” but Van is not here on that matter, and I 
will have to disclose the truth of his presence to 
appease Olts.  Van got things fixed at Skagway 
and Sitka to buy the electric light & water utilities - 
but cannot make headway with Pullen here in 
Juneau, for the Electric Plant, nor with Mrs. 
Webster for the telephone plant.  I tried this 
afternoon to get Roy Noland, Mrs. Websters son-
in-law, to assist - but he is very much opposed to 
her selling, and I do not think it can be secured 
now.  (next page) 
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19 
I made a reassignment of the Proxy of Frame, as 
Rep. Nat. Com. man today in blank and sent it on 
to Chas. H. Miller, Seattle, to be forwarded to 
chairman Butler.  Miller intends to use it to advance 
his candidacy for Judge in this Division. 

-20th - 
Working in office - preparing finding & judgment in 
Grant, guardian v Walker, Russell & Patenaude, 
etc. etc. trying to catch up with back work. 
Van Orsdal busy trying to buy Juneau Telephone 
Company - Mrs. Webster reluctant to sell at any 
price.  Kennecott Cop. Corp. expert here to inspect 
DeRoux asbestos. 
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September 21-
22 

-21st – 
Working in office. 
Van Orsdal went South this morning early - to 
Petersburg and to Ketchikan where he may meet 
Charlie Peterson & Welch.  Olts, DeRoux & the 
Kennecott expert went over to Admiralty Is. to 
examine the asbestos mine.  Am preparing papers 
for judgment in Grant v. Patenaude, et all. 

-22nd - 
Preparing papers, etc. in Scribner & Lessard 
cases, & writing letters to parties. 
Last evening one “Bill” Donemy - or some name of 
that kind - came in the office - drunk - and insisted 

on talking to me about his property 
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in asbestos mines adjoining those claimed by 
DeRoux.  I told him I was DeRoux’s attorney and 
not to talk - but he insisted.  Told me about 
DeRoux’s children at Atlin, etc. denounced DeRoux 
as a fraud etc, and that he had located mines 
adjoining DeRoux’s, and intended to go and locate 
others.  Said Oliver Drange and others were 
backing him.  Made rough map showing his 
locations on both sides of DeRoux’s claims.  Went 
away saying he would come back this morning.  He 
did - he still smelled like a distillery.  He had 
another map - not very different from the one he 
drew last night.  Went away saying he would 
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send Oliver Drange to see me.  This afternoon De 
Roux & Olts came in the office and I prepared a 
supplemental agreement for them by which Olts 
gets an indefinite extension of his right to control 
the sale of the property - with a 15% interest in 
case of a sale by DeRoux or Olts, and a half 
interest in other claims to be located.  I told Olts 
about the visit of “Bill” and he and DeRoux came 
back in the office and I repeated the facts about 
“Bill” to both, and strongly advised both of them to 
hasten their additional locations, and to be sure to 
make their locations strictly in compliance with the 
U.S. statutes. 
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22 
After DeRoux went away Olts contracted with me 
to give me a full undivided one half interest in all he 
should acquire for my assistance and advice as a 
lawyer & in the control and sale or development of 
the mines.  Looks like a good proposition, but the 
expert on examination gave little sign - which was 
not unexpected - they would not say much if it 
seems good - they are employed by the proposed 
purchaser and are not expected to “boost” the 
property.  DeRoux will make a preliminary survey 
for a railroad from the mine to the beach & I am to 
advise him on that project, of course. 
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-23rd – 
Working on correspondence in office.  Trying to 
catch up with accounts and little writing in both of 
which I fell far behind in the last two months. 

-24th – 
Same as yesterday. 

-25th - 
A rainy Sunday— Wrote a nice long letter to Darrell 
- Told him particularly about my property interests 
in Alaska.  The inventory in Debbies Estate gives 
him the list in Washington.  Went out and had 
Chicken dinner with Judge and Mrs. Marshall, at 
their fox farm near Mendenhall glacier - she is an 
excellent cook!! 

Diary 38, 1927 
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-26- 
Working in the office - finishing the correspondence 
- Nothing very new - except this from the evenings 
“Empire” 
 
[clipping] 

PLACE SOUGHT  
BY WICKERSHAM  
IN CONVENTION 

Will File His Candidacy for 
Delegation to 1928 
G.O.P. Convention 

Judge James Wickersham, former Delegate to 
Congress from Alaska, will be a candidate in the 
primary election next April for delegate to the 
Republican National Convention of 1928, it was 
made known here today. 

“I would like to go to the convention, and if my 
friends want me to go, I shall be very happy,” said 
Judge Wickersham this morning. “I think that 
whoever is elected should attend the convention, 
and if I am chosen I intend to do so.” 

Judge Wickersham said he believed that at this 
time Charles Evans Hughes is the strongest 
Presidential candidate in the Republican field. 

“However I think there is no doubt that if 
Coolidge were nominated he would accept it, and 
believe that he would have been nominated without 
question, if he said nothing, declared Judge 
Wickersham. 

Alaska is entitled to two delegates to the  
Republican National Convention, and two 
alternates are also elected.  Judge Wickersham 
said that he did not know at this time who the other 
candidates to the convention would be. 

Diary 38, 1927 
September 27-
29 

-27th – 
At the court house attempting to secure a final 
judgment from the Probate Judge in the Cobb 
Estate - promises immediate consideration.  Also 
filed motion to strike out parts of the Answer of the 
Treasurer of the Territory in the Territorial Case - to 
prevent the Legislature from creating a 
Bureaucratic Government! 
Am invited to dinner at the Kashaveroff’s tomorrow 
evening at 5.30. 

-28th – 
Same as usual in office.  The S.W. Alaska Fair 
opened today!  Dinner with Dr & Mrs. Kashaveroff 
& daughters.  Dr. Roberts, U.S. Agri. Dept. also 
present. 

-29th - 
Same as usual in office.  Went to see “The Volga 
Boatman.”  It was very interesting.  Had a chill 
tonight - got wet & cold. 

Diary 38, 1927 
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-30th - 
Mifs Virginia Jessop, my stenographer left me 
today - she will go to the States in a few days - she 
was an excellent stenographer - typist and 
secretary and I greatly regretted to have her leave.  

I am just beginning on the outline of a historical  
sketch of Catherine I - the second wife of Peter the 
Great, who gave Bering Peter’s instructions for his 
first expedition, immediately after the death of the 
Czar - her husband, Peter.  She was a serf girl - 
probably a bastard - ignorant and a slave - yet she 
became the Empress of Russia and the mother of 
other Empresses of Russia - an interesting woman. 

Diary 38, 1927 
October 1-2  

Oct. 1, 1927 
Same as usual in the office.  My friend H.C. 
DeVighne gave me the first 18 Chapters of a copy 
of his historical novel - not yet named - to read & I 
have read these today.  It is well written & so far is 
quite interesting.  He shows imagination and a 
good descriptive writing - I will be interested in the 
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remainder.  It is a Sitkan romance in the days of 
the rule of Alexander Baranov, the great manager - 
the creator of that region. 

-Oct. 2.-  Sunday. 
Had Wm Bosch, my very dear friend, to dinner after 
which we talked late about his native land, Latvia, 
& Catherine I, and her early life as serf etc. in that 
land. 

Diary 38, 1927 
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Oct. 3rd- 
Working in the office - nothing much.  Some friends 
in to talk over politics. 
I have no news - am waiting for Atty. Genl. 
Rustgard to return from Fairbanks.  He will bring 
the news about the situation to the westward - after 
which we must go to work - to organize! 

-4th - 
Nothing exciting today.  I wrote a letter to the 
Professor of History, University of Dorpat, Estonia, 
asking for some information about the parentage 
and early life of Catherine I, the second wife of 
Peter the Great! 

Diary 38, 1927 
October 5 

-5th - 
As usual in the office. 
Dinner tonight with Attorney General & Mrs. 
Rustgard - he gave me the political situation at 
Fairbanks and Anchorage, Seward, Valdez & 
Cordova.  Our friends are organizing - especially 
Albrecht at Fairbanks - who seeks to get the Rep- 
Clubs to send him on to the meeting of the Nat. 
Rep. Com. in Dec. to fix place for holding the Nat. 
Convention!  He assumes Frame’s authority as the 
elected Rep. Nat. Committeeman is defunct & does 
not know that I sent Frames proxy forward through 
Judge Miller to Senator Butler, Chairman of the 
Nat. Com.  Rustgard reports our friends in good 
spirits & active, our enemies the reverse. 
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-6th – 
Busy preparing new case against my old friend 
L.C. Patenaude to set aside deeds made by him & 
his wife to defraud the Matheson children etc.  Am 
sorry Pat is acting badly - but its his greedy wife. 
Dinner tonight with Mr. & Mrs. Simpson McKinnon - 
she says fresh venison:  It was a good dinner and 
a pleasant hour with “Sonny” - “Shunny.” 

-7th - 
I will go to Ketchikan to attend court next 
Wednesday.  Working on my cases for that term - 
preparing papers, etc.  I am reading “Seven Seals 
of Sciences,” by Mayer, and the “Idiot” by the 
Russian Dostoevsky.  I also attended the 
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7 
funeral of my friend Dr. Milholland today: He died 
suddenly out at Yakutat. 

-8th – 
Nothing out of the ordinary. 

-9th – 
Spent the day studying Catherine I. of Russia. 
Dinner tonight with the McKinnon’s.  Went to 
Church & heard Bishop Rowe preach a sermon. 
Dinner at the McKinnons: The Stocker’s were there 
- recently returned from an European tour -  about 
which they talked interestingly. 

-10th - 
Work as usual - correspondence. 
Wrote answer to invitation of D.E. Skinner, Seattle, 
to call & see him etc.  It may mean business - 
anyway it was a friendly gesture. 
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-11th – 
Wrote a good letter to Darrell today. 
Commissioner Boyle finally decided the Cobb 
Estate matters today, so that I can now settle the 
Estate & close the case.  
Reading Mayer’s Seven Seals of Science.   
Some business in the office all the time. 

-12th - 
Had an additional & supplemental inventory & 
appraisement made in the Cobb Estate today & 
filed in Probate Court.  Court said he would enter 
decree for us on my return from Ketchikan.  Got all 
matters ready - copy of papers, etc. & will go to 
Ketchikan on “Alaska” tonight. 
Left Juneau for Ketchikan on SS Alaska at 11 p.m. 

Diary 38, 1927 
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-13th – 
A fierce gale around Cape Decision, & to Wrangell.  
Charlie Kramer, my old Valdez friend aboard - he 
tells me he has killed “straight horned sheep” - ibex 
(?), on the head of Robinson river near the head of 
the Chistochina river, about 1918.  Met a Mr. 



Coleman Jonas, from Denver, Colorado.  He has 
been hunting in the Kenai: also several old 
Alaskans from the interior & many other nice 
people. 

-14th - 
Storm - “Southeasterly,” as we call them, 
continues.  We landed in Ketchikan 10:30 a.m.  
This afternoon tried small divorce case before 
Judge Reed - he entered judgment for us & Mrs. 
Wyatt paid me the bal of $50.00 due me on the 
case. 
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-15- 
Took judgment in the case of the Matheson Heirs, 
by John G. Grant, guardian, against Walker, 
Russell & Patenaude, for $4150.00 & costs etc.  As 
soon as I can get the transcript of judgment filed in 
Wrangell Recording office I will file the suit against 
the Patenaude to set aside fraudulent conveyances 
from Patenaude to his wife!  Have all the papers 
ready for that suit.  Reading the magazines etc. 
During odd moments. 

-16th - 
Sunday: Spent forenoon talking with the Lynch’s - 
Jennie & Billie - over the facts in the case of U.S. v 
Jennie Lunch, a case brought by the U.S. to eject 
Jennie (who is an Indian woman) 

Diary 38, 1927 
October 16 

16 
from a tract of tideland (250 square) in the town of 
Ketchikan.  She formerly owned the adjacent 
upland & had rights therein on June 6, 1900, when 
the Act of Congress passed to extend the 
jurisdiction, etc. and to create three new District 
Courts in Alaska, etc.  I was appointed judge in 
Alaska under that Act, & it also sought to protect 
Indian rights in occupied lands.   
Had dinner with Wm L. Paul & his nice family – after 
which we went to his office and laid plans for 
candidates for the spring primary election.  We 
agreed, finally:  We will support McCain, of 
Ketchikan, for Ter. Senator in this division, & Paul 
is to get some 
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arrangement by which Caswell will run for Alternate 
to Nat. Rep. Convention from this division.  Cash 

Cole will withdraw from his candidacy for Delegate 
to the Convention & will be supported later for 
Territorial Treasurer, & Frank Aldrich will withdraw 
from candidacy for Rep. Nat. Committeeman & get 
a job as Dep. U.S. Marshal.  We will support 
Albrecht, of Fairbanks for Rep. Nat. 
Committeeman, and whoever the 3rd Div. puts up 
as Del. to Nat. Con. & for Alternate.  Many other 
matters were discussed - United effort of our 
friends & the elimination of troublesome candidates 
etc.  Of course, Southerland, again. - Mostly bunk! 
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-17th – 
Worked today gathering evidence, talking to 
witnesses, examining records etc. in Dickenson 
case & Lynch case.  Tonight was taken out to New 
Town by my friends & made talk of the United Sons 
of Alaska on preservation of the American form of 
government in Alaska.  A good & enthusiastic 
audience.  Am also invited to talk tomorrow night 
over the radio - it is Alaska day. 

-18th - 
Alaska Day - 50th Birthday of American occupancy 
of Alaska.  Worked today on Dickenson case.  She 
is a bad client -stubborn – etc. 
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I am invited to talk on Alaska Day over the radio & 
also have just been requested to come to the 
Pioneers Meeting and assist in dedicating the 
Alaska Flag, which was adopted by the last 
Legislature. 
Later: Made a 25 minute talk on Alaska over the 
radio to those who cared to listen in” over radio 
receivers within the range of this broadcasting 
station.  Then went immediately to the Pioneer Hall 
where a large band of Pioneers honored me by 
permitting me to talk to them for 20 minutes - after 
which we had lunch.  They had already given a 
large photograph of myself the 

Diary 38, 1927 
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18 
place of honor in their Hall! 
An interesting and an active day. 
Three speeches in two evening on the general 
subject of an American form of government in 
Alaska! 
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[clipping]  

KETCHIKAN CHRONICLE, 
{Oct 18, 1927} 

ALASKA’S TRADE SETS HIGH MARK DURNING 
60  

YEARS UNDER UNCLE SAM 
[complete table of the values of Alaskan products 
such as Minerals, Fish, Fur & Timber given, for 
1926 and 1867 to 1927] 
[added at the bottom in pencil:  $2000. for each 
Man, W. & C.] 
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October 19-20 

-19th – 
Spent the day preparing the evidence in the case 
of Dickenson v Stuart Corp:  It was a fine sunny fall 
day. 
A great many persons seem to have heard my talk 
over the radio last night - they compliment me on 
the clearness of my voice!! 
but not one has mentioned the sentiment or 
principles enunciated!! 

-20th - 
Working on preparing cases for trial.  Case ahead 
of us is slow in trial. 
Was asked by Rev. Falconer, of Presbyterian 
Church: delivered talk to his Indian congregation 
on citizenship! 
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-21st - 
Empanelled jury this forenoon in the Dickenson 
case, but the trial will not begin until Monday 
morning- 24th.  Wm L. Paul, Indian lawyer and 
member of the last legislature seems to think he is 
quite a “boss” because of his supposed influence 
with the Indian voters, of whom there are about 
600 in this Division. He has joined forces with Al. 
White, U.S. Marshal, & is attempting to control the 
selection of the Republican nominees for the spring 
primaries.  Al. has given him three appointments in 
his force, & Paul is working with Al. to elect “Doc” 
Caswell as Delegate to the 
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next Rep. Nat. Convention: Caswell announced his 
candidacy in the “Chronicle” this afternoon etc.  
The United Sons of Alaska do not seem to take 

kindly to Paul’s assumed “boss rule” - and I fear 
there will be trouble for Paul at the next election.  
He is driving a great number of his best supporters 
away by his support of White candidates - and it 
may result in defeating Paul.  That will be a matter 
of regret for it would greatly weaken our effort to 
get the “Controller Bill” passed by the next 
Legislature.  I fear that Paul will drag down the 
pillars of the Temple - for nothing of importance to 
himself. 
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-22nd – 
Preparing instructions to the jury in the case of 
Dickenson v Stuart Corp. to be tried beginning on 
Monday.  Much poll talk - the United Sons of 
Alaska - are talking also about going over to 
Metlakatla to organize the Indians for the spring 
elections!  They want me to go along and do the 
talking. Of course I am willing to go when the court 
will be through with my cases. 

-23rd - 
Sunday.  but I’ve worked all day on the witnesses 
& instructions in the Dickenson case - a hard one! 
Dinner with the McCain’s. 
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-24th – 
Spent the day in trial of Dickenson v Stuart Corp & 
Brown.  Its a hard case - the witnesses are slow & 
Judge Reed ugly and bitterly unjust in his actions 
and rulings.  I am tired tonight, but ready to go on 
again in the morning. 

-25th - 
Second day of the trail.  We finished our case at 
noon & defense is putting in its evidence.  We are 
already beaten in part of our case by the Statute of 
Limitations, but I hope to save the balance of our 
case - though its a close call.  My clients have 
neglected the case too long.  My client is also a 
Confounded Nuisance & too many people know it. 
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-26th - 
Another hard days trial.  We are being pounded 
hard by a long line of Cannery witnesses - its a 
cannery case & they are sticking together like 
thieves & swearing to the best advantage.  
However Judge Reed gave us some aid by 
reversing his ruling of yesterday when he denied 



our offer of the notice of location of our tide land 
lot.  He now permitted us to offer it in evidence and 
I got our map in much better shape - it gave us 
some hope of saving something from the almost a 
wreck.   

The judge intimated that he might not hear my  
Lynch case - which will be a disappointment, for we 
are ready 
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to submit our evidence in the case, and by the next 
term our witnesses may be scattered or dead.  I 
think the case is in as good shape now as I will 
ever get it - & I want to try it soon.  He says he is 
“worn out” - sick, and wants to go home.  Anyway 
he does not seem to want to try my Lynch case!  
Personally, I think he hesitates to give the decision 
he thinks he ought, so wished to “side step” the 
case. 
I am conducting the Examination and X exam, of 
all witnesses in the Dickenson case - about a 
dozen today & fighting Judge Reed almost 
constantly on the admission of evidence, pro & 
con.  He is aiding the other side, hard. 
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-27th - 
Concluded taking testimony this afternoon in the 
case of Dickenson v Stuart Corporation & Brown.  
Arguments to the jury are postponed until 130 
tomorrow afternoon, to enable Judge Reed to 
prepare his instructions.  He has “ridden” us hard 
and will instruct against us & I fear we will lose 
what we sued for.  Still we got our evidence before 
the jury, with much difficulty. 
Mrs. D, herself is a strong willed old woman, and 
will not allow us to try her case to suit ourselves - 
she is impassible to control & prejudices the jury 
against her case.  We cannot keep her quiet - and 
the jury see, our difficulty! 
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-28th – 
We made our arguments today in the trial of 
Dickenson v Stuart Corp & Brown.  They were not 
particularly effective or brilliant.  Personally I was 
tired & the case itself has no spectacular features, 
so the arguments were rather flat.  The jury visited 
the premises in dispute, and the court will read his 

instructions to them in the morning. 
-29th - 

The jury very promptly decided the case of 
Dickenson against us!  Am going over to Metlakatla 
tonight with a boatload of United Sons of Alaska! 
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29th later. 
Went over to Metlakatla with John W. Frame, 
Forest J. Hunt, Ter. Senator, McCain, attorney, and 
3 or 4 others.  Started at 430 p.m. reached there at 
7 oclock.  We went to the Indian Movie Picture 
show - and after the show was over I was invited to 
address the audience by Rev. Edward Marsden - 
the Presbyterian Indian minister.  Spoke on 
Citizenship & Good Government from the Indian 
standpoint.  We then went to Marsden’s house for 
a while - after which we were invited to attend a 
Mask Ball - conducted by the Indians.  The Indian 
band played & about 40 couples of Indians 
paraded & danced.  After the dance was over I was 
again invited to speak on 
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same subject - spoke ten minutes & then asked 
them to listen Frame, who spoke about the United 
Sons of Alaska, etc.  Hunt and McCain also talked 
briefly on the same subjects - when, the dance 
being concluded, the Indian men formed a lodge of 
the United Sons. 

We remained on our boat all night at the Indian  
dock. 

-30th (Sunday)- 
Reached Ketchikan early this morning from 
Metlakatla – when I sprang off our boat at the city 
floating dock.  I miscalculated the distance, slipped 
and fell heavily on my left shoulder & have suffered 
with it all day.  Prepared a contract for Olts & 
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30 
DeRoux for organization of the Asbestos Mines on 
Admiralty Island, and they heard it read, approved 
it, and I have had it typed tonight for their sig-
natures early in the morning - when DeRoux must 
leave for his home at Juneau-Douglas.  I am 
interested in the mines with Olts in equal shares.  
Dinner tonight with Mrs. Olson - who formerly kept 
the Zynda Hotel & with whom Debbie & I lived for 
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two or three years.   
Met a Mr. R.A. Brand, agent of the Union Oil Co. & 
had a long pleasant talk with him about moose, 
bear etc.  He will come to see my locked moose 
horns when he comes to Juneau. 
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-31st - 
Got DeRoux & Olts to sign their agreements about 
the Admiralty Island Asbestos mines prospects, 
this morning.  DeRoux talked about refusing to sign 
= apparently for the purpose of securing some 
more advances of money - but he finally did so.  I 
gave him an order on Behrends Store, Juneau, for 
$25. of groceries and Olts also paid him some 
amount - probably enough to pay his fare home on 
the boat. 
The court heard the case of U.S. v Radenbough - 
which involved part of the case of Jennie Lynch, 
my client, an Indian woman, whom the U.S. is also 
attempting to eject from the tidelands - from the so-
called Indian reservation here in Ketchikan. 

Diary 38, 1927 
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31 
Duggan & McCain, Atty’s for Radenbough put 
Jennie Lynch on the witness stand, (at my request) 
and she got her case in that record - the first record 
we have had.  She did it very well, but again Judge 
Reed is against Radenbough & will give a 
judgment of ouster against him, and tear down the 
improvements put up by him - on the Jennie Lynch 
property - the improvements which she purchased 
last Friday, at my suggestion.  Still it makes a good 
record for her - but Judge Reed refuses to try her 
case.  He thinks he must give the Radenbough -
case to the Govt - because the officials demand it – 
he is a coward. 

Diary 38, 1927 
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Nov. 1st 1927. 
Busy today preparing New Trail - motion for – in 
Dickenson case, & Petition for Injunction in Lynch 
case.  Raining - will go north 4th.  My bruised 
shoulder - hurt Sunday on jumping off the boat, has 
given me much pain, but is getting better.  
Wrote to Darrell tonight. 

-2nd - 
Dismissed the case of Cloudy v Ferguson - at 
Cloudy’s suggestion & because F- has abandoned 

Co’s land anyway.  Filed petition in Lynch case & 
Judge Reed ordered cases & papers sent to 
Juneau & we can take them up then!  Am about 
ready to go home. 
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-3rd – 
Very busy today with some new cases. 
Ms. Dr. Dickenson paid me $154.00 and will inform 
me later if she wishes her case appealed.  I do not 
encourage her to do that, although I think it well 
worth while. 
Dinner tonight with Olsen family. 

-4th - 
Busy closing up my court cases.  Cloudy paid me 
$60.00 & others some other sums.  Dismissed case 
of Cloudy v Ferguson, at Cloudys suggestion.  
Filed Petition for issuance of injunction in Lynch 
case.  Judge Reed consented to take papers to 
Juneau and settle the rights of the Lynch’s there 
after Nov. 15. 
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-5th - 
Left Ketchikan last night on the Admiral Rogers 
(the old “Spokane”) and arrived at Wrangell at 2 
a.m.  Got John G. Grant to sign complaint in new 
case Matheson Heirs & Grant, v Patenaude & wife, 
to set aside deeds for fraud, etc.  Left papers with 
Grant who will file them today, when judge Reed 
calls court in Wrangell on Naturalization matters.  
Proceeded on Rogers to Juneau.  We rounded 
Cape Decision & on around to Petersburg, & here 
we arrived at 9 p.m.  Called with William L. Paul, to 
see his mother & then to see Neil McGregor, who 
is threatened with criminal prosecution for 
misappropriating government funds. 
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-6th - 
Left Petersburg early this morning and reached 
Juneau this afternoon. 
Much mail - My lame arm still gives me pain, and I 
will have it examined tomorrow by Dr. Dawes.  The 
“Bald Face Kid” - whom I saw in Nome in 1902, 
where he ran a stud poker game came on the 
Rogers from Ketchikan enroute to the Pioneer’s 
Home, at Sitka.  He gambled during the whole 
summer of his life - and now depends on charity in 
his old age - Most of that class of men in Alaska 



are now poor, if alive.  Another interesting letter 
from D.E. Skinner - think I must go to Seattle and 
see just what’s on his mind. 
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-7th – 
Attending to correspondence and belated matters 
in the office. 

-8th - 
Writing political letters today to the westward: 
Lavery, Ross, Albrecht, Chase, and others 
Fairbanks & Cordova.  Rustgard has printed the 
speech he delivered while on his trip to Fairbanks 
& other western points.  He gives me credit for my 
work for Alaska, etc. and boosts the Controller Bill 
and declares strongly in favor of Home Rule, etc.  It 
is a good speech and its publication ought to do 
much good in the coming campaign.  Sent Darrell a 
copy.  Sent 
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D.E. Skinner a telegram saying I would come to 
Seattle to see him about the last week in 
November! 
His letter, just received, says “it would be an 
accommodation to me if you would kindly 
communicate to me the probable time when you 
will be here so I may be able to avail myself of the 
pleasure of meeting you” etc. 
I do not know what he wishes to see me about, but 
it seems important enough to justify me in going 
down to see him, as I have other matters to go for 
also.  I hope it may lead to some business, too, for 
he has large investments in canneries etc. in 
Alaska. 
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-9th - 
Last night I sent D.E. Skinner, Seattle, a telegram 
in answer to his last letter, saying: 
“Have been absent from office for a month at Ket-
chikan stop court meets here November sixteenth 
stop Will be in Seattle about last week in 
November stop will that date suit your convenience 
STOP if not please suggest other date.” 
Today I received an answer as follows: 
“Latter part this month perfectly satisfactory stop 
before leaving however best telegraph ascertain 
whether my plans have changed unexpectedly. 

D.E. Skinner.” 
I am quite interested to know just what he has in 
his mind, and I intend to spend the expense of the 
trip to find out! 
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Also received in the last nights mail letter from 
Bunnell, Pres. Agri. College, with form of contract 
for printing my “Bibliography!” under the auspices 
and from the Appropriation made by the last 
Territorial Legislature.  Judge B. seems inclined to 
want the Ms. published: Gave all correspondence 
and copies of my contract to Los. Bernard, mgr. 
Empire Printing Co. who is greatly interested in 
securing the printing contract. 

-10th - 
Working in the office - some business, but found 
time to add some titles to Bibliography.  All ready 
now for the printer as soon as I can get Bernard of 
the Empire Pub. Co. to act. 
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-11th - 
As usual in the office: Since I now have no clerk I 
find I can do pretty good work with the typewriter, 
though I dislike to do it. 
It is beautiful weather these last three days - clear, 
cold and sunny.  I have just finished reading a 
queer old book, “An Account of Livonia etc” 
London, 1701.  I am trying to get a fair view of the 
times of the birth of Catherine I. of Russia, who 
was born a serf in Livonia, about that time. 
Have today urged Grover C. Winn lawyer, to 
become a candidate for the Legislature from 
Juneau, and promised to support him actively if he 
will do so.  Grover’s one besetting sin is laziness; 
he is of good talents otherwise. 
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-12th - 
Working in the office as usual.  Attending, also, to 
securing final decree in the Cobb estate. 
Senator Bartley Howard, who killed the Controller 
Bill, our effort at the last session of the Alaska 
Legislature to secure home Rule principles 
established in that body, is here interviewing voters 
in the support of his candidacy for Delegate to 
Congress against Dan Sutherland.  He now says “I 
am for the People,” etc. etc. but has so far made 
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no public announcement of his principles or 
platform.  The poor ass doesn’t seem to know what 
he is for, or who, or why! 

Diary 38, 1927 
November 13-14 

-13th – Sunday. 
A beautiful clear Sunday. 
Joe, Deringer & other friends came to call while the 
SS Watson was at the dock on her southbound 
voyage. 

-14th - 
Making up the matter of publishing my Ms. 
“Bibliography”, with Los Bernard of the “Empire” - 
Left Ms. with Gov’s Sec. for use of printers who put 
in bids, etc. 
Henry Roden is back from Europe & we had a long 
consultation tonight about various cases in which 
we are both jointly interested.  The Baas case & 
others against the Standard Oil Co. for negligent 
explosions which they have caused, etc. 
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-15th – 
Rather a lazy day though I worked as usual in the 
office, and read two old Alaskan books that I have 
just received from bookstore in Portland. 

-16th – 
Busy today writing letters to my correspondents - 
on the typewriter.  I am not expert on this machine 
and do the work slowly & slovenly! 
The court called a trial jury today for the term 
beginning next Monday. 

-17th – 
Same as yesterday. 

-18th - 
As usual - working in the office. Typing papers in 
cases for tomorrow. 
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-19th - 
A busy day in court - arguing the motion to strike 
parts of the Answer in the case of Wickersham, 
Wacker & Hooker?? v. Smith, Terry. Treas; in my 
present case to establish the principles of 
Territorial Government vs. Bureaucracy. - & other 
cases.  Henry Roden will try two cases - small 
cases - for me before the jury, while I go to Seattle 
next week to find out just what Mr. D.E. Skinner 
has in his mind - what he wishes me to come to 
Seattle to talk to him about.  Am also interested in 

getting settlement of Simpson v Pond -a hard case 
for my client, but in which I have 
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19 
been able by courage to get the opponent to think 
we can make a victory for him so expensive that he 
is willing to do my client real justice - instead of 
taking the pound of flesh nearest the heart.  I am 
getting my cases in shape to that my clients will be 
cared for in spite of Judge Reeds spite.  He has 
had his front teeth - probably all of them removed, 
and it makes him look old, severe & very queer!  
Long conference tonight with Pond & Winter in 
trying to reach a basis for a compromise of the suit 
against them by Goldstein & Belle Simpson.  I think 
I can work it out! 
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-20th – Sunday – 
Worked in office - wrote to Darrell, good walk - 
quiet day. 

-21st – 
Very busy in office & with cases - trying to settle 
Goldstein v Pond. 
Telegram to Skinner saying I would be in Seattle 
Nov. 28, etc. 
Fire this evening in Winn building next door to my 
office - confined to the Winn Bldg. 

-22.- 
Recd. telegram from D.E. Skinner saying it will be 
satisfactory to meet me in Seattle on Monday 28th.  
Am getting ready & will go on the “Alaska” at 
midnight. 
Rapidly closing up my business. 

Diary 38, 1927 
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-22. continued - 
Judge Boyle is weakened on the Cobb Estate - he 
now makes an order to me to pay Mrs. Cobb what 
is hers in the Estate - and holds the Cobb part for 
further consideration!! 
Have met Mrs. Victoria Williams (formerly “Vicy. 
Demers, of Buckley) - she is engaged in selling 
“beauty parlor” merchandise: Her father resides in 
Fairbanks.  Asked her to dinner with me at Mrs. 
Hooker’s tonight.  She seems to be a good, bright 
and active business woman.  Conference with 
Winter and Pond - they are not in accord about 



settling the Goldstein suit - Winter is right. 
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November 23 

-23rd - 
Trip To Seattle. 
Left Juneau this morning about 4 a.m. - on SS. 
“Alaska.” They gave me a poor room.  The Juneau 
agent is not friendly & gets even that way. 
Judge Bunnell, of Agri. College is aboard going to 
Washington, to get Hatch, Purnell & other Acts of 
Congress extended to Alaska - giving aid to Agri. 
Colleges, etc.  Ed. Jesson is also on board - Knew 
Ed. at Eagle in 1900 & Fairbanks in 1904, etc.  
Many other acquaintances etc. 
 
Debbie died one year ago! 
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-24th - 
Thanksgiving Day: We left Ketchikan early this 
morning. Dixons Entrance. There are many miners 
& fishermen on the boat & much gambling - but no 
drinking liquor so far as I can see.  The gambling is 
for small stakes - everyone is quiet & well dressed 
- they dance every evening to the music of a 
mechanical piano in the forward observation room, 
and everybody is sane - safe and sober!  Just the 
opposite of the early days when there was a saloon 
for the sale of intoxicants on board - it is a 
demonstration of the benefit of a National 
Prohibition Law! 
An excellent Turkey Dinner! 
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-25th – 
Crossed Queen Charlottes Sound - passed 
through Seymour Narrows this evening; and if 
nothing happens we will be in Seattle tomorrow 
morning 
Have just read an interesting Article in this 
Thursday’s Saturday Evening Post on the 
“McGuffey’s Readers, Ray’s Arithmetic and 
Pinneo’s Grammar - which were the school books I 
studied in Patoka school fifty years (and more) 
ago! 

-26th - 
We came to the Seattle wharf this morning at 8 
oclock - room at Frye Hotel. 

Had Senator Will Steel, Ed Russell, 
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and Chas. H. Miller to lunch, after which we talked 
Alaskan politics - though none of us knew anything 
of special interest.  The Frame proxy to me as Rep. 
Nat. Committeeman from Alaska was sent by Miller 
to Sutherland, & by him to Butler, Ch. of the Nat. 
Rep. Comtt. & Miller things it may result in some 
good to him in his effort to be appointed Judge at 
Juneau. 
Had a long talk with Ed. Jesson and Jack Mihalsik, 
about our adjoining placer claims on Ester Creek - 
they are seeking a purchaser for the whole creek.  
Went to the theater tonight to see “Beau Geste.”  
Telephoned to Harold & he will come down to 
dinner with me tomorrow. 
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-27th - 
Sunday.  Harold came down from Enumclaw and 
took lunch with me, after which we took a long 
automobile ride - in his car.  Harold is a fine fellow, 
and I enjoyed his visit greatly. 
Senator Will Steel came & invited me to dinner with 
him, in the hotel restaurant.  I also enjoyed both his 
dinner and his visit - we talked politics etc. 
I saw Capt. Jas. V. Davis, at the Savoy.  He is a 
witness In the case of Bowersox v Behrends Bank, 
set for trial in Juneau, on Dec. 14: Sent a telegram 
to my client in Albany, Or. that he will go with us to 
Juneau as witness if his transportation can be paid! 

Diary 38, 1927 
November 28 

-28th – 
Had conference with D.L. Skinner today.  He wants 
Congress to pass an Act giving the Bureau of 
Fisheries power to lease trap sites to Cannerymen 
- for five years! and asked me if I would to 
Washington and assist Sutherland in passing such 
a bill!  I told him I would think it over and talk to him 
about it gain tomorrow.  Invited Senator Will Steel 
to dinner tonight & talked the matter over with him 
quite fully.  He is favorable to the matter, but 
agrees with me that first the people of Alaska must 
be informed - at least in a General way - & their 
consent so far be obtained by interviews etc. that 
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they will support the idea and not fight it & 
Sutherland if he supports the bill.  (over) 
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28th – continued. 
I think Bob. Heckman is in Seattle & I intend to try 
to see him in the morning and talk it over with him 
also, after which I will talk with Skinner again.  I do 
not think, however, that I will go to Washington - 
but suggest sending Wm L. Paul, of Ketchikan - for 
what seems to be good & sufficient reasons to me.  
If I shall conclude to support the plan I can really 
do more for it in Alaska than I can in Washington & 
Paul ought to be bound over to keep the peace. - & 
for that purpose ought to go to Washington - at 
least first, to assure Dan that the Indians & 
fishermen will be satisfied with the plan!! 
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-29th - 
Telephoned Heckman this morning & he said he 
had an appointment with Skinner at 11 oclock, but 
would come & see me at 130.  He did, and told me 
that he said to Skinner it was a mistake to ask me 
to go to Washington now, - that I ought to begin the 
work of informing the public in Alaska, and 
especially to get Paul straight especially on the 
herring issue first.  He advised Skinner to let me 
manage the matter in my own way, etc. As a 
matter of fact and common sense he told Skinner 
exactly what I had determined to tell him & Skinner 
agreed to it.  I am to see Skinner again tomorrow.  
Otherwise a busy day. 
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-30th - 
Saw Skinner today at noon and he employed me to 
assist in securing needed legislation to prevent 
canneries from “jumping” each others trap sites in 
Alaska.  Asked me what I thought I ought to he 
paid etc. and I promised to consult with Heckman 
and advise him tomorrow.  
Visited Mr. & Mrs. Heckman tonight at their rooms 
in the “Spring” Apts. and he thought I should ask 
$1000. a month & expenses, - which is agreeable 
to me.  
I was greatly shocked today at seeing a big scare 
head on the noon papers announcing the death of 
George T. Reid -  he studied law with me in 
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Tacoma, and was my law partner in 1900 when I 
was appointed Judge in Alaska.  I left all my 
business with him for nearly ten years thereafter - 
and I really felt as if another member of my family 
had passed away.  I found myself standing before 
the glaring headlines, on the street, with the tears 
running down my cheeks.  He was a fine manly 
man, and I deeply regret his death.  Mr. Sox of the 
firm of Hewitt & Sox, Attorneys, from Albany, 
Oregon, came over to see me today about case of 
Bowersox v Behrends Bank: We completed 
arrangements about witnesses, etc. and I will try 
the case in Juneau. 

Diary 38, 1927 
November 30 

30 
Bob Donaldson to talk about Harkrader coal & I 
consented to extend time to begin work.  Many 
other business matters. 
 
[clipping] 

GEORGE T. REID,  
VICE PRESIDENT  
OF N.P., IS DEAD 

Western Counsel for Rail- 
way, Former Superior 
Judge and Lawmaker, 
Succumbs Suddenly. 

GEORGE THOMAS REID, vice president and 
General western counsel for the Northern Pacific 
Railway and one of the best known railway 
executives in the West, died suddenly this morning 
at his home in The Wilsonian, University district.  
Death was caused by heart disease. 

Judge Reid’s death came as a great shock to his 
associates and friends.  He was at his office until 
after 5 o’clock yesterday afternoon and was invited 
to a dinner at the Rainier Club in honor of 
Presidents Ralph Budd of the Great Northern and 
Charles Donnelly of the Northern Pacific last night, 
but declined because of pains in his chest, which 
he attributed to indigestion.  He grew worse at 4 
o’clock this morning and though treated by The 
Wilsonian house physician, died an hour later.  No 
plans have been made for the funeral. 



Tribute was paid Judge Reid today by President 
Donnelly. 

“For the past fifteen years Judge Reid has been 
in general charge of executive questions on the 
western end of the system as well as of the 
western law department,” said the Northern Pacific 
executive. 

“The Northern Pacific Railway Company had no 
more faithful officer.  He was a man of the highest 
character, strong, able, earnest and sincere. He 
had a wide circle of friends throughout the Pacific 
Northwest to whom the news of his death will come 
as a profound shock.  To his fellow officers of the 
Northern Pacific it brings a feeling of grief as well.” 

Mr. Reid was born in Etna Green, Ind., April 2, 
1871, living there until 1877, when he moved with 
his family to Warsaw, Ind.  He was educated in the 
public schools of Warsaw, being graduated from 
the high school of that city in 1888. He later worked 
for a short time on his father’s ranch, leaving to 
come to the Northwest, where he obtained his first 
employment in Tacoma as a clerk in the office of 
the Western Union Telegraph Company.   He 
remained there three years. 

Studied Law at Night. 
During this time Mr. Reid studied law at night.  

He passed his examinations for the bar and was 
admitted to practice, following which he resigned 
from the telegraph company and became a law 
partner of James Wickersham, later delegate in 
Congress from Alaska. 

This law association continued for three years, 
when Mr. Wickersham was elected city attorney of 
Tacoma and Mr. Reid entered professional 
relations with William J. Meade under the name of 
Reid & Meade. 

This firm continued in active practice until 1903, 
when it was dissolved and Mr. Reid started his 
practice alone.  In 1904 he was elected to the State 
House of Representatives from Pierce County and 
served through the sessions of 1905 and 1907, 
becoming a power in the organization of his branch 
of the Legislature. 

He was appointed deputy prosecuting attorney  

by Charles O. Bates and served for one year, or 
until January, 1906, when he was named as 
divisional counsel for the Spokane, Portland & 
Seattle Railway t 
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take charge of the condemnation proceedings of 
that road, which was constructing the North Bank 
system. 

Appointed to Bench. 
He continued in this capacity until January 1, 

1907.  In July, 1907, Gov. Albert E. Meade 
appointed Mr. Reid to the Superior Court bench of 
Pierce County, and he continued on the bench until 
October 1, 1908, when he resigned to accept the 
position as division counsel for the Northern Pacific 
Railway at Tacoma.  May 23, 1912, he was 
appointed assistant to the President of the system 
and western counsel, which position he held until 
1921 when he was appointed vice president and 
western counsel, which position he held at the time 
of his death. 

He came to Seattle in April, 1922, when the 
Northern Pacific headquarters were removed from 
Tacoma. 

In addition to his official capacity with the 
Northern Pacific, Judge Reid was president of the 
North Yakima & Valley Railway Company and vice 
president of the Spokane, Portland & Seattle 
Railway. 

Mr. Reid was married June 21, 1898, to Neva E. 
Cornelius of Cornelius, Ore.  He is survived by Mrs. 
Reid, a daughter, Susanna; a brother, W.C. Reid, 
counsel for the Santa Fe in New Mexico; his father, 
John M. Reid of Dexter, N.M., and an uncle, Robert 
t. Reid of Seattle. 
 
[clipping] 

DEATH OF JUDGE REID 
DEPLORED BY CHAMBER 

In the death today of Judge George T. Reid, vice 
president and western counsel of the Northern 
Pacific Railroad, Seattle and the Seattle Chamber 
of Commerce lost one of the leading citizens of the 
Northwest, a man with great breadth of vision, a 
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natural leader, and an outstanding factor in the 
progress of this section, said Nathan Eckstein, 
acting president of the Chamber of Commerce. 

Added to the profound regret expressed by Mr. 
Eckstein, trustees of the chamber and other 
associates of Judge Reid voiced their grief and 
sympathy to the chamber upon learning of his 
unexpected death this morning. 

Judge Reid had been active in the work of the 
national affairs and public carries committees of 
the Chamber of Commerce since he came to 
Seattle in the spring of 1922.  He was chairman of 
the national affairs committee and a member of the 
chamber’s board of trustees. 

“Judge Reid had an unusually fine mind, taking a 
broad, humanitarian view of those projects which 
came before him,” said Mr. Eckstein.  “That was 
one of his outstanding characteristics, making him 
invaluable in dealing with any questions which 
came before him in his chamber work, whether 
they related to the immediate community, the 
Northwest or the nation. 

“He had both mental and physical qualifications  
for leadership.  His advice and leadership will be 
keenly missed in counsels of the chamber.  He was 
a sincere friend of Seattle and the Northwest 
country, and their champion.” 

-Dec 1st- 
Saw Skinner just before noon - after a talk about 
everything else he sent for a Mr. Friely - Supt. of a 
Cannery Co. & I then stated that I would act as 
their attorney in securing needed legislation etc. for 
the sum of $7500, and in case of success in putting 
over 
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the bill in question & 7500 more, my expenses to 
be paid in any event.  They said they would send 
for R.J. (Bob) Heckman & one other of the 
Committee & determine the matter.  This afternoon 
I went to Tacoma. Saw Harsberger - about 
Debbies Estate.  He had already sent me a copy of 
the Final decree & a balance of $56500.  His 
charges and fees amounted to $60000 - which I 
assured him was a reasonable amount.  Talked 

with Winden, about my act - am behind about $200 
- but that will be met & covered in 2 months - when 
the whole estate matter will be finally concluded. 
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Also called and had a talk with Charlie Peterson, 
atty. for Foshay & Co who are purchasing public 
utilities in Ketchikan, Wrangell, Juneau, etc.  He 
read me his recommendation to his principals 
urging my employment as their Alaska 
representative etc.  Said he was coming to 
Ketchikan in 10 days & would telegraph to me. 

I wanted to go Buckley, but could not: I did go out 
to the Tacoma Cemetery, and put flowers on 
Debbies & the boys grave & on my Mother & 
Father & Clydes graves.  Our lot in the cemetery 
has perpetual care, and is kept beautiful. 
Back to Seattle tonight. 
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-Dec. 2nd - 
Harshberger came over early this morning & we 
went to the Dexter Horton Nat. Bank, where he 
delivered me my half of the bonds = $5000. and 
deposited Darrells half = $5000.  Mine were 
deposited in my own name & H- deposited the 
balance in Darrell’s name.  I signed a receipt to 
Harshberger & thus closed up Debbies estate.  
Harshberger had sent me a copy of the Final Order 
to Juneau = I sent flowers to the funeral of Mrs. 
Webster - Mrs. Parsons mother, and also To Geo. 
T. Reids.  Attended George’s funeral at 1 p.m.  A 
great crowd and masses of flowers. 
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Dec. 2. continued. 
Conference with Mr. E.D. Skinner in his office & we 
completed our arrangement for service in fisher 
matters.  He paid me $2500. on Act. and wrote me 
a letter stating his understanding of our agreement.  
Later I had a conference with Mr. O’Malley, Sup. 
Alaska, U.S. Bureau of Fisheries, who showed me 
his map of closed waters in S.E. Alaska, and 
promised to send me copy of his new regulations 
from Washington D.C. where he goes tomorrow.   
Had Senator W.A. Steel, Harold N. Hanson (my 
nephew) and Jack McKinnon to dinner with me 
tonight. 



Diary 38, 1927 
December 2 

2nd continued. 
Paid Capt. J.N. Davis $7500 to pay his 
transportation to Juneau as witness in Bowersox v. 
Behrends Bank case, set for Dec. 14th.  Got my 
ticket on SS. Yukon & will go home in the morning. 
 
[clipping] 

JUDGE REID. 
People in this part of the world, and throughout 
America generally, long ago left behind them the 
notion that men in the leadership of public service 
corporations were necessarily public enemies. But 
while we have generally come to realize that most 
men so placed are good citizens, responsive to 
public opinion and zealous for public welfare, there 
are still not many who attain such a place in public 
confidence as was held by the late George T. Reid. 

Judge Reid belonged much to the people of 
Washington before he entered the service of the 
railroad corporation, which  continued to the time of 
his death.  He was one of us; first of all and always 
a good citizen.  In this respect his corporation 
connections made no difference.  He served his 
company faithfully and well, but in this service he 
found no occasion for change in his relations with 
his friends and neighbors or in his regard for the 
interests of his state. 
The company to which Judge Reid gave sound 
advice and sagacious leadership will miss him, but 
no more than he will be missed by the people in all 
walks of life who had come into contact with him, 
officially and personally, and who had learned to 
appreciate his many fine and manly qualities. 
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-Dec. 3rd- 
Left Seattle at 9 a.m. on S.S. “Alaska.”  About 75 
passengers, and among them are Bishop Crimont, 
and Los Bernard, of the Empire, for Juneau U.S. 
Dep. Marshal Stazer & wife and Ed. Kennedy, 
assistant, from Anchorage, Taylor, & family, from 
Cordova, and the usual list of younger Alaskans for 
various points.  Foggy in port, but as the day 
passed it became clear and beautiful weather.  A 
fine day. 

-4th - 

Crossed Queen Charlottes crossing this morning 9 
- 11. Millbank this afternoon.  Talking politics with 
Staser, Kennedy, Taylor & others -& fish 
legislation. 
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-5th – 
Ketchikan this morning. Called on John W. Frame 
& had him to breakfast with me. Talked over 
political situation with him - also Duggan & McCain, 
and Senator Hunt.  Things political are quiet here, 
but satisfactory. 
Gave Frame $1000 aid on his new paper, the 
U.S.A. Bulletin.  Called to see Wm F. Paul but he is 
in Petersburg enroute to Juneau.  At Wrangell at 
1030 nothing of importance. 

-6th - 
Reached Juneau at 2 p.m. 
Much mail - recd. balance from F.M. Harshberger, 
Admr. Debbies Estate = $56737 - also Final Order 
of Distribution, etc. 
Office warm. 
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-7th – 
Worked in office - Dinner with Atty. Genl. & Mrs. 
Rustgard at their residence on Chicken Ridge.  
This evenings paper announces the death of Dan 
Sutherland’s mother, aged 84 yrs. in Philadelphia.  
Am writing him a-letter of sympathy. 

-8th - 
As usual in the office. 
Very busy with my correspondence - especially 
political letters to the distant points in the Territory.  
I intend to do all I can to secure the nomination of 
men to the next Legislature who will support the 
creation of an American form of Government in 
Alaska! 
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-9th - 
In the office as usual.  “Doc.” Caswell, deputy 
marshal, came in to tell me about his trip to 
Fairbanks with a prisoner, during which time he 
worked politics for his candidacy for Delegate to 
the Rep. Nat. Convention. 
Chase wrote me a letter saying Caswell was 
working his campaign - claimed that the Native 
Brotherhood - Paul’s Indian Convention at Angoon, 
two weeks ago - had endorsed him for the office, 
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and he is claiming to be running as my mate and 
friend.  I have just sent a copy of Chase’s letter to 
Sutherland & told him the situation.  Caswell & 
Aldrich are being put forward by White, U.S. 
Marshal & the court House & Federal crowds. 
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-10- 
Recd. telegram from Chas. E. Peterson, Atty. 
Tacoma, saying his brother was leaving Tacoma 
today on the SS. “Northwestern,” for Ketchikan and 
asking me to meet him there -about the 13th.  This 
is the consummation, evidently, of the purchase of 
the Ketchikan Electric Light & Power Co. the Cold 
Storage Co. etc. by Foshay & Co. for whom 
Peterson appears.  It may also mean my 
employment as their local attorney in Alaska for 
they intend to purchase the public utilities in 
Wrangell, Petersburg, Juneau, Skagway, and other 
Alaskan towns.   
Also received telegram from Wm L. 
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Paul saying he will come to Juneau the first of the 
week: this in answer to my telegram of yesterday 
asking him to come. 

-11th – 
Sunday.  It snowed last night one foot in depth.  
This morning it is clear and rather warm - a 
glorious winter day.  Invited Mr. & Mrs. John 
Rustgard to dinner with me at the Gastineau - she 
seemed delighted. 

-12th - 
Telegraphic reports today say that the SS. 
“Northwestern” coming from Seattle was wrecked 
at Cape Mudge - no lives lost -- that the SS. 
“Alameda” took 
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all passengers off & is taking them back to Seattle.  
My witnesses in Bowersox case were on board, 
and also Peterson, coming to Ketchikan to take 
over the Ketchikan L. & P. Co. for Foshay - whom 
Charles Peterson - atty. telegraphed me to meet.  
Must apply for continuance of trial of Bowersox v 
Behrends Bank case till witnesses reach here 
about next Sunday.  Busy in office. 

I think now I will take the SS. “Alaska” tomorrow  

evening and go to Ketchikan where I can confer 
with Peterson while the boat from the South lies 
there & then come back to Juneau with my 
witnesses in the Bowersox case. 

Diary 38, 1927 
December 13-15 

-13th – 
Prepared Option, etc. Gene Owens to D. McBride 
of Ladysmith, B.C. for big company. 

Leave tonight on Alaska for trip to Ketchikan to 
meet Peterson in re Ketchikan L. & P. Co. 
properties - sold Foshay & Co. 
Got Bowersox case postponed until next Monday - 
act. wreck “Northwestern” with witnesses. 

-14th – 
Left Juneau last night in heavy snow storm - cold 
and uncomfortable boat. 
Dense snow storm nearly all day, and slow trip. 

-15th - 
Met Mrs. Nerland and some other.   
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Fairbanks people on board the “Alaska,” and had 

good visit with them. Arrived in Ketchikan this 
morning at 10 a.m.  Snow on the ground here and 
bad weather.  Recd. telegram from Albrecht, of 
Fairbanks, who got off the “Alaska” at Juneau last 
night - night before last - as I got on the boat.  He 
telegraphed from Juneau - is very anxious to have 
Republicans in S.E. Alaska, organize Div. Club for 
poll work - some of us here think it better to permit 
the people at the primary election to choose our 
candidates etc.   

Another telegram from Charles Peterson, atty,  
Tacoma, asking me 
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to meet his brother & others here in Ketchikan, in 
the matter of the purchase by Foshay & Co of 
Electric Light & Power Co.  I will answer saying am 
waiting. 

-16th - 
Telegram to C. Peterson, Tacoma, saying am 
waiting for his brother in Foshay matter.  Bought 2 
fine marten skins, tanned, and sent them as 
Christmas present to Jane, at S.F.  Paid $100. for 
the two.  They are beautiful skins and I hope they 
please her. 



Concluded my conference with Wm J. Paul. and  
he will go to Seattle on the 21st boat - the first one 
south bound to confer with Mr. D.E. Skinner about 
controlling fish trap sites. 
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Gave Paul a letter of introduction to Skinner – also 
loaned him $7500 to pay his fare etc. and sent 
Skinner & Heckman telegrams that he is coming.  
Democratic divisional convention in Ketchikan 
yesterday & today.  The paper (Chronicle) gives no 
news - just lists of delegates - most of whom did 
not attend, but no report on the proceedings or 
nominations - if any.  Troy ran the matter - on the 
secret caucus plan - and the “dear people” will not 
know just what did take place.  
Dinner this evening with Mrs. Olson - the last one, 
too, for I have no desire for a partner. 
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-17th - 
The “Alameda” will not be here until 5 p.m.  
Conference over politics with McCain and others.  
“Alameda” in and Gilbert Peterson - Charley 
Petersens brother - came, with letters to me from 
Bates & Peterson, Attys for Foshay & Co. to assist 
in hunting up titles etc.  Have informed Gilbert that I 
must go back to try the Dobbins - Behrends Bank 
case, and he suggests that while there I examine 
the records in the Recorders office & in the 
Secretary of the Territory’s office for needed infor-
mation, which I will do, of course. 
My witnesses in Bowersox vs. Behrends, Dobbins, 
et. al. are on 
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the “Alameda”, so I can go on with that case 
promptly. I will then return here to assist Peterson.  
We left Ketchikan at midnight. 

-18th - 
At Wrangell early this morning - we came through 
the “Narrows,” but did not stop at Petersburg.  A 
man by the name of Howard Kappler, from 
Fairbanks introduced himself and asked me for a 
royalty lease on my Bench Claim off the right limit 
of Discovery Claim on Wolf Creek - he is the man 
that Guy B. Erwin mentioned in that connection, 
and liking his appearance I have made a tentative 

agreement to lease him the claim 
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- 10% up to a dollar per foot bedrock, 15% if 
between $1.00 & $1.25, 25% if between 1.25 & 
1.50 & 33 1/3 if above $1.50.  He will talk the 
matter over with Erwin - I told him I had an offer of 
sale & that if I could get $2500. I would sell & not 
lease. 

-19th - 
Trial case of Bowersox v Behrends Bank - Henry 
Roden is acting with me & Robertson & Faulkner 
for the defendants.  Slow. 
Bob Donaldson is here - he will go out to the 
Harkrader Coal Mines in a day or two to prospect it 
for development.  I am interested with him in 
attempting to put the Coal over conference this 
evening with Major Albrecht Winn & others on 
political organization.  Albrecht seems to be all 
right. 
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-20th – 
Trial of Bowersox v Behrends Bank. 
A busy day - I am suffering with a cold & Henry 
Roden is trying the case by examining the 
witnesses etc.  We got our case in & deft. begins 
his defense tomorrow. 
Bob Donaldson is busy hunting up information 
about Harkrader Coal Mine. Goodmundson Jensen 
gave him all the info he had, etc. 

-21st - 
Finished taking evidence before jury in Bowersox v 
Behrends Bank case. 
Judge Reed will instruct jury tomorrow & Roden will 
finish case for me. 
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I will go to Ketchikan tonight on the SS. “Rodgers,” 
to assist Peterson in examining title in Foshays 
purchase of Light & Water plant, etc.  I have 
already examined the records in Juneau today. 

-22nd - 
Left Juneau last night on SS. “Admiral Rogers.”  In 
Petersburg early this morning - Wrangell at noon.  
W.D. Grant, Patenaudes agent, told me that the 
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deeds from Patenaude to his wife - given some 
years ago, were in 
anticipation of his death at that time - no 
consideration - etc.  Before we came to Wrangell I 
wrote an editorial in favor of licensing trap sites, 
with 
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a head “Attention Mr. Sutherland.” and left it with 
J.G. Grant with request that he get it printed in next 
weeks issue of the Sentinel; he promised to secure 
its printing.  Arrived in Ketchikan at 9. p.m. 
received a telegram from Roden saying “Verdict for 
defendant,” - against us.  I am greatly disappointed 
& so were Bowersox & Hawkins - who are on the 
boat with me - going home.  We made a perfectly 
good case, but the jury decided for the home man. 

-23rd - 
Worked all day on Abstracts with Peterson - for 
Foshay & Co. 
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-24th – 
Worked all day - till 11 oclock tonight on abstracts, 
opinions, certificates etc. comparing records - for 
Foshay & Co. in the matter of purchase of Citizens 
L. P. & Water Co. etc.  Trying to get him off south 
tomorrow on SS. Alameda - option expires Jany. 
15th & we are in a hurry to get papers - abstracts 
etc. ready for them - too much of a hurry to do 
good work - but Peterson is crowding the matter, 
rather than stay over here another week. 

-25- 
Though it is Sunday & Christmas we worked all 
day & until midnight 
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on completing abstracts, certificates & opinions.  
Peterson & his stenographer - pretty Mrs. Larson, 
must go on the SS. “Alameda” - due from the north 
tonight - but it is snowing - & she will probably be 
late.  Anyway we finished at 11:20 p.m. and still no 
boat.  I had dinner with the Olsons & the Ryus - 
both families seem greatly pleased that Betty & 
Jack are soon to be married.   

I will now go home on the SS. “Alaska” in the 
morning - three of the  

experts in the Foshay force will go to Juneau to 

begin work on the purchase of the water plant, etc. 
there.  It is snowing & storming badly & boats 
bound to be late. 

Diary 38, 1927 
December 26 

-26th - 
Peterson & Mrs. Larson, stenographer Foshay Co. 
left early this morning on “Alameda” for Tacoma.  
Two of the expert accountants also went south & 
three are going to Juneau.  Had political 
conference with Frame, Wacker, Duggan, McCain 
& others - Frame is fighting Sutherland and Paul, 
and thinks he ought to control the United Sons of 
Alaska - he will finally support the democratic ticket 
- and especially Geo. Grigsby.   
Had dinner last night with the Olson’s and the 
Ryus’; Betty & Jack were the center of interest – 
they are to be married this spring. 

Diary 38, 1927 
December 26 

-26th cont- 
Left Ketchikan on the “Alaska” this evening at 5. 
p.m. in a snowstorm coming from the North Pole - 
very cold & heavy north wind.  Lynn Smith U.S. 
Marshal Fairbanks on board and a few others - 
including Jack McCord.  He is going out to his N.Y. 
ranch on Sitkadalik Is. south shore of Kodiak Is. to 
extend the farm & feed the foxes & sheep.  Jack & 
“Doc” Council are both having “a time” - two girls & 
many bottles.  Jack is strong on girls & “doc” on the 
bottles.  Mr. Howard Lusch , the Seattle partner 
with Bob Donaldson in the Harkrader Coal mine 
project on Admiralty Is. is also on board & very 
much interested.  He seems to 
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talk O.K. and may be he is - Bob seems to think so, 
and I hope so. 

-27th - 
A bad wind from the north - we had to round 
Decision, and the wind was worse on Chatham St. 
- all the way to Juneau.  There, however, it was 
quiet.  Long talk with Lynn Smith about politics and 
he assured me of his undivided support etc.  Lynn 
is very dangerously affected with angina pectoris or 
some form of heart disease which may carry him 
off suddenly and soon, but he is cheerful and 
hopeful.  Juneau at 730.  Cold but quiet. Many 
Christmas Cards.  Room warm and I hope for a 



good sleep. 

Diary 38, 1927 
December 28-29 

-28th – 
Donaldson & Lurch in to talk over Harkrader Coal 
project.  They have a boat chartered and will go 
over to Salmon Bay, Kootznahoo Inlet, as soon as 
the weather moderates to look over the situation 
and will prospect the Harkrader shaft at once. 
Busy answering correspondence. 
The experts (4 of them)are here for Foshay Co. 
examining the Properties of the Water Co. 

-29- 
Same as usual in the office. 
Donaldson & Lurch to dinner with me, & they & 
Foshay experts passed the evening in my office.  
Cold & windy. 

Diary 38, 1927 
December 30 

-30th - 
Some days ago I received a letter from Hon. 
Clarence F. Buck, of Chicago, asking about my 
inclination to support Gov. Lowden for President:  
Wrote to him today saying I was not unfriendly but 
declined to make any promises, etc.  Busy 
answering my correspondence - I do it slowly - 
hope to have a stenographer next week.  Am 
reading the new racy political scandal “The 
Presidents Daughter” - by Nan Britton, the story of 
President Hardings secret amours with the author 
by whom he is declared to have a child - the 
Presidents Daughter.” 

Diary 38, 1927 
December 31 

-31st - 
Got out a lot of mail today - 600 circulars, “A New 
Years Program for Alaska” - a poll circular which I 
am sending widely over the Territory - I sent 200 to 
Nome, separate envelopes, and 200 package to 
Bob Lavery Fairbanks, and 200 package to Dr. 
Chase, Cordova with instruction to put in 
envelopes and mail to people –in their divisions.  
The four men who are here exporting the Water 
Plant for Foshay & Co. spent the evening at my 
office & assisted me in mailing the circulars! 

see next page 
Diary 38, 1927 
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31 
[copy of Wickersham’s circular] 

A NEW YEAR’S PROGRAM  
FOR ALASKA. 

Alaska is a Territory, an embryo State.  It is in its 
early formative period, in its infancy under the 
tutelage of the congress of the United States. 
Some day, in the near future, when its permanent 
population of American citizens shall have 
increased to 250,000; when its great natural 
resources of land and sea shall have been largely 
located and developed by its inhabitants sufficiently 
to demonstrate to the world that we are capable of 
maintaining agriculture, manufacturing and trade 
and managing our own domestic business affairs 
successfully; when the present un-American 
system of Federal Bureaucratic control of our local 
government is changed by our local legislature, 
and the American citizens, resident in Alaska, shall 
have resumed their rightful control over their own 
domestic affairs; when we have evolved and 
soundly established an American form of free 
government upon the principles of the Declaration 
of Independence and the constitution of the United 
States, then, and not before, will the Territory of 
Alaska be raised to the dignity and power of a free 
and sovereign American State in the Union. 
Alaska’s New Years programme then, should be: 
1. Securing a permanent population of 250,000 
free America citizens within our borders:   
2. The development by Alaskans of Alaskan 
agriculture, mining, fishing and trade, to the point 
where these industries will support its permanent 
population and their government: 
3. The recapture of all those autocratic powers 
over our domestic affairs which our Territorial 
legislature in the last decade have illegally 
transferred to, and bestowed upon, the Federal 
Bureaus in Alaska. 
4. The establishment by the citizens of Alaska of a 
free American local government, responsible to the 
people of Alaska, on the basis of the Declaration of 
Independence and the Constitution of the United 
States, in pursuance of the powers granted to us in 
the Organic Act of 1912, passed by our American 
Congress for that purpose.  If each American 
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citizen resident in Alaska, man and woman - for a 
bad government oppresses the home first - will be 
come an active politician, so far, at least, as to take 
personal interest in the form of government which 
is slowly but surely crystallizing over us in the 
Territory, he and she will be doing a patriotic duty 
very similar to that done by our Revolutionary 
fathers and mothers from 1776 to 1787 when our 
National Constitution was finally adopted. 

Wishing you a Merry Christmas and a Happy 
New Year, with a quickening of your patriotic 
appreciation of the Constitutional Government of 
the United States, with its many advantages in 
peace, safety, prosperity and happiness to our 
citizens in comparison with bureaucratic 
governments where ever they have appeared. 

I remain very truly, 
James Wickersham. 

Diary 38, 1928 
January 1 

January 1st 1928. 
A beautiful clear, cold day.  We have had these 
days - with much wind from the north and east - for 
some two weeks or more.   

Got up at noon.  Had a bad fall last night and 
jarred me very badly.  A hot bath and exercise 
helped but I am stiff and sore yet.   
Received in this mornings mail a very quaint and 
interesting letter from Prof. A.R. Cederberg, of 4 
Lugitanov, Dorpat, Esthonia, in answer to one I 
wrote to the University there on Oct. 4th asking for 
information about the lineage and place of birth of 
Catherine I, - Peter the Greats second wife.  He 
says that “her 
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lineage is yet in a dense fog: it is not known if she 
was a Swede or Finlander or perhaps from the 
Baltic provinces (German, Esthonian, Let or 
Polish).  That her father would have been a 
Livonian by name Samuel Skawronski, is doubtful, 
I see.  The fact that her near parentage has borne 
this name later does not prove that it has been her 
or their name of lineage,” etc.  He seems to be 
quite as much in the dark about her parentage and 
early life as I am.  He thinks, however, that it is 
“fully proved that she was married to a Swedish 

soldier, the Sergeant of the Livonian flag of nobility 
Johan Kruse.”  The American 
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encyclopedias and other authorities do not agree 
about her place of birth, her parentage, etc. and I 
am declined to follow the historical data about 
these matters found in “A New History of the Life 
and Reign of the Czar Peter the Great,” etc. 
London, 1740, by John Banks. 

Mrs. Bishop took dinner with me - at Mrs. 
Hookers - a big crowd & a good dinner. 

Attended reception in afternoon given by the 
Masonic Lodge to all visiting Masons. - Good 
crowd, singing, smoking, etc. 

Clear & cold. 
Diary 38, 1928 
January 2-3 

-2nd – 
Mifs Mary Kashaveroff began work for me today as 
stenographer. 

-3rd - 
Bob. Donaldson & Howard Lurch left for the 
Harkrader coal mines in Kootznahoo inlet today on 
the little gas boat “Jazz,” to examine the coal 
deposits there: if they come up to expectations 
they will take hold of the prospecting and 
development of the mine with a view of extracting 
the coal for the market.  I am working today on 7th 
Alaska Reports. 

Got the experts for Foshay Co. to examine the  
Nelson water works today - it had been overlook 
completely. 

Diary 38, 1928 
January 3-4 

3rd continued. 
The four young men here for Foshay Co. spent the 
evening with me in the office - they were greatly 
interested in my Bibliography of Alaskan Literature 
& many rare Alaskan books and historical matters 
& seemed to enjoy the evening as much as I did. 

-4th - 
The Wrangell Sentinel evidently printed my 
editorial on “jumping trap sites” for the paper at 
Petersburg edited by Louis F. Paul has an editorial 
half criticizing the Wrangell paper, etc.  Paul does 
not, fortunately, denounce the proposed law 
controlling traps by licenses - but comes near 



doing so: I wrote Wm. Paul, about the matter 
yesterday, asking if I could 

Diary 38, 1928 
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write a similar editorial in support of a trap site 
license law to be published in his “Fisherman,” and 
asked him to telegraph his consent.  Of course he 
has not yet received my letter. 

It is raining tonight & winter & snows are melting  
and it is growing warmer. 
Busy in the office as usual. 

-5th – 
Busy finishing correspondence, etc. 

-6th - 
Began work today on syllabi on 7th Alaska Reports.  
All cases in and I will finish it promptly - if I can. 
Wrote to Ms. Cobb - sent her full statement & copy 
of probate judges final order - took out my fees, 
etc. 

Diary 38, 1928 
January 7 

-7th - 
Working on 7th Alaska Reports. 
On call of motion calendar this morning I enquired 
of Judge Reed when I might expect a ruling on the 
demurrer I made to the Answer of Defts. in the 
case of Wickersham, et. al. v Smith, Treasurer, he 
said he would decide it before he goes to 
Ketchikan next week.  I am informed it will be 
against me but I do not care what he decides so 
that he does it. He may say something like he did 
in the first case which will be of some advantage -
anyway I can appeal if I do not like it.  
Sutherland has introduced a bill in the House of 
Rep. limiting the time 

Diary 38, 1928 
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that an official may hold office when his term has 
expired - Reeds Case. 

I shall go to see the movie picture “Kavilina”  
made by Rossmate at Point Barrow - tonight.  I 
have just read “Revelry,” Samuel Hopkins Adams, 
a portrayal of inside graft in the Harding 
administration.  Its about as bad as “The 
Presidents Daughter” by Nan Britton - Poor 
Harding - he did make a mess of his 
administration. 

-8th - 
Received a telegram from Wm F. Paul saying he 
would assist me in the matter of procuring 
amendment to the fishery laws licensing trap sites. 

Diary 38, 1928 
January 8-9 

8th continued. 
I have worked all day on a Statement in the matter 
of licensing fish trap sites - I will have it printed for 
circulation when finished - after it is approved by 
Mr. Wm L. Paul. 

-9th - 
Donaldson & Lerch are back from their first 
prospecting trip to the Harkrader Coal Mine at 
Salmon Bay, Kootznahoo Inlet, and are greatly 
pleased & even excited over the same.  They say 
that all the statements which I and Jensen & others 
made to them about it are fully borne out from 
surface indications.  They picked up a sack 
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of coal lying around the pit mouth and declare it is 
excellent coal though it has been exposed on the 
surface for many years.  The cribbing in the old 
Harkrader shaft is in good shape but his old 
houses (log huts) are fallen and his old machinery 
rusted & ruined.  They declare their intention to go 
to work immediately to open the shaft & make 
closer examination of the coal veins, and will get 
out coal as fast as it is possible for them to do so.  
They invited me to dinner with them tonight and are 
highly pleased with the outlook:  They want the 
Company organized at once! 

Diary 38, 1928 
January 10 

-10th - 
Busy in the office - but am swamped with work, 
and doing too many hours. 
Donaldson & lurch are anxious to get the 
corporation organized for their Harkrader coal 
mine.  We have worked on it tonight: The 
corporation is to be called “Admiralty Island Coal 
Co” capital stock $150,000, of which $100,000. is 
to be common stock & $50,000. is to be preferred 
stock.  Donaldson is to be President & General 
Manager, Lerch is to be Secretary & Treasurer & 
for the present I am to be Vice Pres. & we three the 
first Board of Directors. 
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Diary 38, 1928 
January 11-12 

-11th – 
Wrote the Articles of Incorporation of Admiralty 
Island Coal Company, today.  Donaldson & Lerch 
have read it and think it is satisfactory but I am 
having Donaldson read it carefully in comparison 
with questions which arose in his experience at the 
Healey River Coal Mines, near Nenana, where he 
organized & worked mines for a time. 

-12th - 
Have invited Atty Genl. Rustgard & five men from 
Anchorage (who are here playing tenpins with the 
Juneau & Ketchikan Clubs) to dinner tonight R.S. 
Bragaw, Lyle Larson, McDonald Ostrom, 
Thompson. Bowling Team, Anchorage we had a 
fine interesting dinner. 

Diary 38, 1928 
January 13-14 

-13th – 
Working in office on 7th Alaska. 
Received telegram from the Cordova Divisional 
Republicans Club saying Club endorsed me for 
Delegate to the Nat. Convention, also Chase, and 
Phinn for legislature etc.  Sent the club telegram 
tonight thanking them & promising if elected they 
would go to the convention and work for the best 
interests of Alaska. 

-14th - 
A busy day - and week - both in court and in the 
office.  Have finished the preparation of the Articles 
of Incorporation for the Admiralty Island Coal Co - 
being 
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Donaldson, Lerch and myself.  Will finish By Laws 
etc. next week - I am not going to Ketchikan until 
about next Wednesday.  Have also worked hard on 
7th Alaska Reports & will have it done & sent away 
to the printer Monday or Tuesday. 

-15th - 
In this mornings mail I have a letter from Dan 
Sutherland, Delegate to Congress, informing me 
that Curry, Ch. of the Com. on Ter. House 
Representatives has introduced a Bill, sent in and 
approved by the 
Dept. of the Interior, Secretary Work, which reads 
as follows, after the merely formal heading: - 

Diary 38, 1928 
January 15 
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“be it enacted, etc.  
“That neither section 1855 of the rev. Stat (U.S. C. 
1645, par. 1457) nor any other act of Congress 
shall be construed to prevent payments for clerk 
hire, office rent and other expenses of executive 
offices of the Territory of Alaska, including 
additional compensation, not to exceed $2,000.  
per annum, to the Secretary of the Territory, under 
appropriations heretofore or hereafter made by the 
Legislature of Alaska for said purposes.” 
Sutherland has prepared for Senator Willis, Ch. of 
the Senate Com. on Territories a memorandum in 
opposition to the 
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Bill, which has also been sent to him for 
introduction by the Sec of Int. Work. Sutherlands 
memo is a good answer in opposition.  Governor 
parks has been in Washington, in attendance on 
Sec. Work, and I assume that he is responsible for 
the preparation and introduction of the bill!!  And 
this, also, may account for the delay in Judge 
Reeds action on the demurrer in my case to enjoin 
the payment of the moneys by the Ter. Treas. 

-17- 
I finally finished the Ms for the 7th Alaska reports 
today and sent it off to the West Publishing 
Company, St. Paul, Minn. by express. 

Diary 38, 1928 
January 17 

17th continued. 
My brother-in-law, Charles E. Taylor, who is now 
acting U.S. Attorney at Nome, & Mayor Albrecht, 
from Fairbanks are on the steamship tonight going 
back north.  Charley will go to Fairbanks on the 
Railroad & fly by aeroplane from there to Nome!! 
Had them & Donaldson & Lerch to dinner with me, 
& greatly enjoyed their visit. 
I also wrote a letter & argument to Delegate 
Sutherland tonight against the passage of the 
proposed Act of Congress quoted in full on page 
178 - 2 pages back.  I sent him the necessary data 
which [he] sent for so that he can present my views 
to the Committees. 
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January 18-19 

-18th – 
Business in office closed.  Filed my candidacy for 
Delegate to the Rep. Nat. Con. also Dr. Chase’s 
today.  Will go to Ketchikan on boat this evening.  
Sent telegram to Dr. Chase notifying him that I had 
filed both our Declarations of Candidacy.  Have the 
Admiralty Is. Coal Co. papers finished & Articles 
will be filed tomorrow - the men are most 
enthusiastic & I hope for a good mine. 

-19th - 
Left Juneau last night - got a good room. 
At Petersburg this morning - called & talked with 
McGregor.  
Between Petersburg wrote stipulation 
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in case of Grant, guardian v Patenaude & Paul & I 
got our clients to sign at Wrangell.  Also interview 
there with Harvie about Wheeler v Harvie - not in 
good shape for want of witnesses. 
Arrived in Ketchikan at 11:30 and room at the 
Gilmore. 

-20th - 
Attended court this forenoon - nothing there of any 
interest.  This afternoon I prepared the form of Act 
to amend Sec. 8 of the fishery law of Alaska of 
June 6, 1924, so amending as to add phrases 
providing for leasing or licensing trap sites in 
Alaska.  Called on Mrs. Olsen & family.  Nothing 
much. 

Diary 38, 1928 
January 21 

-21st - 
Wm L. Paul & I went over my form of a Bill to 
amend the Fishery laws of the U.S. to provide for 
leasing or licensing trap sites & agreed on a final 
form. 
He will go down to Seattle on the “Alaska” on next 
trip and submit the matter to our clients & lay out 
plans to get the bill introduced in Congress & 
passed.  I will send a letter along & try & get the 
matter going as quickly as possible.  Bought a copy 
of Doctor S. Hall Youngs new book today, title “Hall 
Young of Alaska” an autobiography of the Mushing 
Parson.  It is beautifully printed & illustrated. Revell 
& Co. N.Y. 

Diary 38, 1928 
January 22-23 

-22nd – 
Sunday- a beautiful day but chilly. 
Took a long walk, wrote a letter to Jane & read. 

-23rd - 
Busy writing a communication to be printed in 
Pauls paper, “The Alaska Fisherman,” in relation to 
trap sites.   
Mrs. Hunt & her committee have arranged for me 
to talk to the Womens Club tomorrow evening.  I 
attended the Choral Club meeting tonight & heard 
some good music: 
 
[clipping] 

JAMES WICKERSHAM TO  
SPEAK HERE TOMORROW {23rd) 

James Wickersham, of Juneau, former delegate 
to congress from Alaska, will deliver a lecture 
tomorrow evening at 8 o’clock in the Eagles hall, 
according to announcement made today. 

The topic selected by Mr. Wickersham is, “The 
Pioneer Women of Alaska from the Russian 
Empress Who Outfitted Bering’s Expedition to the 
Woman’s Club of Ketchikan.” 

The talk will be made under the auspices of the 
women’s auxiliary of the Pioneers of Alaska. 

No admission will be charged. 
X 
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January 24 

-24th - 
Am reading “Hall Young of Alaska,” the 
autobiography written by my friend Rev. S. Hall 
Young, & published just after his death.  I am 
greatly pleased with the book & intend to give it a 
“boost” tonight in my talk to the Womans Club.  
Had a good audience but I am not satisfied with my 
talk.  It seemed to me that I was not interested - or 
interesting though many of my auditors seemed to 
be pleased with the talk. 
 
[clipping] 

WICKERSHAM TO  
SPEAK TONIGHT  

AT EAGLES’ HALL {24} 
Judge James Wickersham will lecture tonight at 

8 o’clock at Eagle’s hall.   His subject will be the 
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history of the part that women have played in the 
making of Alaska, from the time of that Russian 
empress who authorized and aided Bering in his 
early explorations down to the present. 

For many years Judge Wickersham has been 
gathering historical data, so that an interesting talk 
may be anticipated. 
Those in charge of the meeting announce that it is 
not only for women but also for men that the 
lecture has been arranged.  It will be free and 
everybody is invited. 

Diary 38, 1928 
January 25 

-25th - 
Have prepared the final draft of the bill to license 
trap sites in Alaskan fisheries & Paul has approved 
it.  I have also prepared a letter & Paul has 
promised to print both my letter & copy of the bill in 
the Alaska Fisherman so the public may have full 
notice of its contents.  Only by this way can we 
probably get Sutherland to support it in Congress.  
Busy also in other matters.  Sent Skinner, Seattle, 
copy of my letter & the proposed fish trap bill. 
 
[clipping] 

AUDIENCE IS  
APPRECIATIVE  

OVER ADDRESS 
Judge James Wickersham made an interesting 

address before an appreciate audience in Eagles 
hall last evening on the subject of “Pioneer Women 
of Alaska.” 

The speaker was introduced by Mrs. Forrest J. 
Hunt in a few well chosen words. 

The judge began with a review of “Catherine,” 
wife of Peter the Great of Russia, who financed the 
first expedition to Alaska, giving much interesting 
historical data, and then told of the work done by 
the pioneer women of Alaska, as well as 
elsewhere.  He emphasized their importance in all 
kinds of reformation work and painted a picture of 
the possibilities of the future under their directing 
hand. 
The audience showed its appreciation by hearty 
applause. 

Diary 38, 1928 
January 26 

-26th - 
Have spent most of this day trying to keep Duggan 
from “bolting” the Republicans ticket: He demands 
that he be put on the ticket by Paul & threatens that 
he will run independently it if it is not done.  I 
suggested to him & McCain that they put Olts on 
and push Benolken off - B. is a “squaw man” - 
married to an Indian woman, & they object to both 
Paul & B- being on the ticket.  Made but little 
progress so far - though McCain says he will 
support Olts:  One J. Steward, mining broker, 
wants Olts to give him an option on De Roux 
asbestos claims etc.  We promise to consider & 
advise him. 

Diary 38, 1928 
January 27-28 

-27th – 
Got matters ready & left Ketchikan tonight for 
Juneau.  Lynch case will await my return last of 
next week. 

-28th - 
We are at Wrangell this morning early and 
remained there till noon. 
At Mr. Pauls suggestion I got W.D. Grant & P.C. 
(Pete) McCormick together & had them settle who 
should act as Alternate on the Rep. ticket at the 
primary - McCormick was willing to be a candidate 
for Alternate but I insisted that he be the candidate 
for the House - & that Grant run for Alternate.  After 
something of a protest from McCormick 
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he agreed finally & signed the Declaration for the 
House & then I secured Grants consent to stand 
for Alternate Delegate to the Rep. Nat. Convention 
with me & everything closed satisfactory.  They 
gave me their Declarations & I am to file them in 
Juneau Monday. 

Our boat at Petersburg at 4. p.m.  Saw Louis J.  
Paul, & arranged to have my letter to “Alaska 
Fisherman” & the tentative Bill for licensing trap 
sites printed in this weeks issue.  I am to pay for its 
printing as an advertisement.  Also talked with the 
McGregors about his trial for alleged 
embezzlement of Govt. funds.  Leave here tonight 
at midnight.  Beautiful spring day. 



Diary 38, 1928 
January 29-30 

-29th – 
Sunday. the “Rogers” docked in Juneau at 8:30 
this morning.  Am very tired - good bath - & a good 
sleep in my own bed in the Zynda.  Big lot of mail - 
hut noting of great importance.  Dinner at 
Gastineau with Lerch & Donaldson - who are busily 
engaged in looking up machinery for Harkrader 
Coal mine - they are very enthusiastic. 

-30th - 
Working on correspondence.  Filed declarations of 
candidacy for P.C. McCormack, Wrangell, & W.D. 
Grant.  McCormack for Lower House Legislature & 
Grant for Alternate Delegate to Nat. Con. 

Diary 38, 1928 
January 31 

-31st - 
The Bolshevik element has been threatening for a 
long time to take possession of the Greek 
Orthodox churches in Alaska, and their Bishop has 
now appointed one Sokolof, long a resident of 
Sitka and Juneau, as the minister here.  He has 
filed his credentials in the Recorders office here in 
Juneau, and Father Kashaveroff is very much 
afraid they contemplate some immediate action in 
that effort.  He has talked to me today about it & 
wants my assistance in case the effort is made.  I 
have advised him to put padlocks on the church 
doors & keep the keys in his house so they cannot 
gain possession 
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except through court proceedings.  I have, of 
course, advised him that if the true officials of the 
real church act in the matter it may succeed, but 
that I think we can defeat the effort of the 
Bolshevist element to get possession. 

Have this day prepared & sent to Olts, at  
Ketchikan, an option for his signature, for the sale 
of our interests in the Admiralty Is. Asbestos 
claims.  DeRoux will probably object, but the 
attempt to sell will bring the matter to an issue and 
settle our rights in the claims, which I think are 
good as to certain large interests in the whole 
property. 

Diary 38, 1928 
February 1  

February 1st, 1928 
Spent most of the day in getting the Admiralty 
Island Coal Co. in shape. 

We held a meeting of the Board of Directors & also 
Stockholders.  Lerch proposed assigning the 
Application, Permit & Lease of 2273+ acres of 
public coal land to the Co. & taking $60,000 
common stock - agreed to. 
I proposed selling my interest in the Harkrader 
Coal Claim for $15,000 common stock & $7,500 
preferred stock, also agreed to.  I dictated the 
minutes of the meetings of the Bd. of Directors & 
the Stock holders, & got every thing properly 
arranged to date. 

Diary 38, 1928 
February 2-3 

-Feb. 2nd – 
Answering correspondents & aiding my friends to 
get the Rep. nominees in shape for the primaries.  
All declarations of candidacy must be filed on or 
before Feb. 7th and some of them are slow in 
coming in. 

We held the first meeting of the Board of  
Directors of the Ad . Is. Coal Co. yesterday & are 
getting the Minutes typed & ready for signatures, 
etc. 

-Feb. 3rd - 
Got minutes of Ad. Is. Coal Co. typed & all signed 
up today.  Everything is satisfactory & our 
respective interests settled.  Working to finish 
correspondence for I am going to Ketchikan & 
Seattle on Sunday. 

Diary 38, 1928 
February 4-5 

-4th – 
Closing office for trip to Seattle. 
Left Juneau on SS. “Alameda” - late at night.  Poor 
room as usual. 

-5th -  Sunday 
At Petersburg this forenoon. 
Saw Louis F. Paul & got 1/2 doz copies Fisherman 
with my letter & tentative bill printed therein - a 
pretty good job of country printing. 

Ketchikan at 1030 p.m. 
Telephoned Judge Reed & after some delay he 
agreed to continue trial of U.S.A. v Lunch, et. al.  
On account of my eyesight - Roden assisted me. 

Diary 38, 1928 
February 5 

5 
[clipping] 
The Alaska Fisherman 

Wickersham Offers Draft New  
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Fisheries Law  
Editor Alaska Fisherman: 

Nature and Dan Sutherland and William L. Paul 
and Henry O’Malley, sometimes acting together, 
and sometimes not, have finally won a partial 
Victory for conservation in the fight to protect and 
preserve the fisheries of Alaska. The Act of 
Congress of Juneau 18, 1926, together with the 
new Rules and Regulations of Dec 12, 1927, make 
a step in the right direction, and recognize for the 
first time the rights of the resident Alaska 
fishermen.  

There is still, however, the fight between the trap 
owners. Those who have lost trap sites are said to 
he planning to “jump” some of the best sites 
remaining by getting on the ground first.  The War 
Department has issued Rules and Regulations to 
remedy the suit brought about by Judge Reed’s 
decision that the first man on the ground will hold it, 
though what authority the War Department has 
over the fisheries in Alaska is not understood.  The 
trap men contend that so long as their business is 
recognized as legal by the law, they ought to be 
entitled to protection from other trap men.  The 
whole matter has now resolved itself into a scrap 
between the trap men. The only interest left for the 
public in the matter is to protect the trap sites so 
that no private title can be obtained by any of the 
trap men to these advantageous fishing stations.  It 
is to the public interest that there shall be no 
private title acquired by any trap owner to the sites 
which cannot be shaken off promptly if necessary 
to protect the fisheries from destruction. 

It would be far better if the Territorial Legislature 
had control of the situation, but it has not.  The trap 
sites are a “no man’s land”  
between the contending trapmen, and the 
strongest of them controls.  For the preservation of 
the public right, to prevent private title, to preserve 
order between the warring trap men, to compel 
them to pay a license fee and to recognize the 
rights of the public, it is necessary to amend the 
law to that extent. 

In view of this chaotic situation and at the 

suggestion of friends of the Alaskan fisheries, the 
following draft of a tentative bill has been prepared 
and is sent to you herewith with the request that it 
be printed in your paper for general information.  If 
the reader has any suggestion either in opposition 
to the general idea in the proposed bill as a whole, 
or of amendment which will better protect the 
public interest in Alaskan fisheries, let them be 
heard, so the suggested bill may be further 
amended to protect the interest of the public, if 
necessary. 

Very truly yours, 
JAMES WICKERSHAM. 



Diary 38, 1928 
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5 
[copy of Wickersham’s Bill] 

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 
OF THE ACT OF CONGRESS OF 

JUNE 6, 1924 ENTITLED “AN 
ACT FOR THE PROTEC- 
TION FO THE FISHER- 
IES OF ALASKA, AND 

FOR OTHER PURPOSES” 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of 

Representatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, That section 8 of the Act of 
Congress of June 6, 1924, entitled “An Act for the 
protection of the fisheries of Alaska, and for other 
purposes,” is amended so that it will read as 
follows: 
“Section 8.  Nothing in this Act contained, nor any 
powers herein conferred upon the Secretary of 
Commerce, shall abrogate or curtail the powers 
granted the Territorial Legislature of Alaska to 
impose taxes or licenses, nor limit or curtail any 
powers granted the Territorial Legislature of Alaska 
by the Act of Congress approved August 24, 1912 
“To create a legislative assembly in the Territory of 
Alaska, to confer legislative power thereon, and for 
other purposes;” (a) that the Secretary of 
Commerce is hereby authorized to license fishing 
for salmon with traps, on sites suitable therefore in 
the coastal waters of Alaska, where the same are 
now authorized to be located by law, by any 
person, association, firm or corporation, subject to 
the laws of the United States and the terms, 
limitations and restrictions hereinafter mentioned; 
(b) that no license shall be issued for any period 
longer than four years, and may be renewed from 
time to time for any period not to exceed a term of 
four years, provided that the right is hereby 
reserved by the United States to revoke the said 
license and all rights granted thereby or claimed 
thereunder, at the end of any year after that in 
which the license is issued, upon thirty days notice 
given by the United States to the said licensee of 
its intention so to revoke the said license; (c) and 
thereupon the licensee shall vacate the said trap 

site and remove its trap and other property 
therefrom within thirty days after the last day of the 
year in which such notice was served; (d) that an 
annual license fee shall be paid by the licensee for 
the use and occupation of every such trap site, in 
addition to his or its other licenses and taxes, of 
fifty dollars for every fifty thousand salmon caught 
in said trap; (e) trap sites shall be considered to be 
abandoned by the licensee and shall be open to be 
licensed to another person, association, firm or 
corporation upon failure of the licensee or his 
assignee to operate or to use the trap site 
described in the license for the season or some 
part thereof during the year; or by failure to pay the 
annual license fee in full during the year for which 
the license was issued; (f) that in issuing trap site 
licenses under this Act the Secretary of Commerce 
shall give any person, association, firm or 
corporation who was in the actual and bona fide 
use and occupation of any trap site, operating a 
trap thereon during the season of 1927, the 
preference of right to have and receive a license 
thereon and the use and occupation of said trap 
site under this Act; (g) that any license issued and 
any trap site leased to any licensee under the 
provisions of this 
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 5 
Act and other laws of the United States may be 
bought, sold, assigned, mortgaged or otherwise 
transferred by the holder thereof, subject always to 
the provisions of this Act and other laws of the 
United States and the rules and regulations issued 
by the Secretary of Commerce thereunder; (h) in 
event any fish trap covered by a license is 
prohibited from fishing, by any regulations of the 
Secretary of Commerce and such area is again 
open to fishing, the last licensee shall have the first 
right to reoccupy the said site subject to the 
provisions of this Act if the said licensee shall apply 
therefore within ninety days after the same shall 
have been thrown open; (i) nothing in this Act shall 
be construed to limit, curtail or restrict the right, 
power and authority of the Secretary of Commerce 
to change or modify any regulation or restriction 
now authorized to be imposed upon the fishing 
industry by law, or to promulgate any rule or 
regulation in aid of the protection and conservation 
thereof; (j) that the Secretary of Commerce is 
hereby authorized and required to make and 
enforce rules and regulations to prevent traps, piles 
and other structures erected in the coastal waters 
of Alaska from becoming or remaining a menace to 
navigation, at the expense of the person, 
association, firm or corporation erecting the same; 
and (k) nothing in this Act or in any license issued 
under its provisions shall be held to prevent 
Congress from amending, modifying or repealing 
this Act and revoking all licenses and rights held or 
claimed thereunder.” 
 
Millbank Sound.  Pacific Waves. 

-7th- 
Crossed Queen Charlottes early this mooning - 
Seymour Narrows about noon - making slow time 
so as to reach Seattle at 7 a.m. tomorrow. 
Rev. Dimitry Hotovisky, Russian Orthodox minister 
from Belchofsky on board; also Mr. & Mrs. J C. 
Lowe 

Diary 38, 1928 
February 7 

7 
from Nushagak (Dillingham P.O.) also Sol. Warren 
& C.F. Miller from 
Nome. Sam Magids from Kotzebue, L. Lundblad 
from Seward, & L. Calvert from Seattle, but 
interested in fishing at Bristol Bay - a rather 
interesting crowd. 
Hotovisky, is a round faced Cossack, the Russian 
priest, trader & fisherman at Belchofsky - a 
vigorous man physically mentally.  He talked 
Russian books about Alaska with me, promised if I 
would write to him about them & send him a list he 
would go through the library at Unalaska & 
elsewhere in that region and send me what he 
could find.   
The Lowe’s are traders at Dillingham. 

Diary 38, 1928 
February 7 

7 
Sol Warren is 74 years old - and was a scout with 
Howard & Miles in the Nez Perce war in 1877, etc.  
He has been in the mining & oil camps of Alaska.  
Sold out to Polet, at Nome, & came to Fairbanks by 
airplane with Wien.  He tells me how they were 
forced to land the plane in the deep snow on the 
Yukon river etc.  They had four persons in the 
plane, Wien, the flyer, Warren, Miller & a sick 
woman.  Warren & the woman were both sick.  He 
described how the plane was obliged to circle 
around in the deep snow - the snow flying like it 
was coming out of a railroad snow plow - but finally 
the plane rose out of the clouds of snow & flew.  
Miller, too, is a character -a furbuyer, 

Diary 38, 1928 
February 7 

7 
who travels from the Mackenzie river to Point 
Barrow & along the Arctic plains & rivers, gathering 
furs & ivory carvings etc.  He has a marvelous 
memory!  Quotes Shakespeare, Scott, Ingersoll & 
other great authors by the hour - verbatim.  Magids 
is a fur trader & curio buyer - a Russian Jew - but a 
remarkable character, bright eyes & shrewd.  The 
Jewish characteristics predominate while Lundblad 
is a poet - a Swedish fisherman who writes rough 
fisherfolk poetry.  Not always grammatical, but 
roughly poetical.  Calvert is a young man - full of 
business - precise and clearly in person. 



Diary 38, 1928 
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7 
There are also half a dozen young men on board 
who saw service in the war - most of them - in 
aviation.  They talk war, aviation, automobiles, etc.  
Lundblad read me his long poem.  Miller quoted 
the classics to me for an hour.  Sol Warren told me 
his experiences in the Nez Perce war of fifty years 
ago, etc. etc. & I gave Calvert a copy of the Alaska 
Fisherman containing my letter & bill to settle the 
trap site troubles in Alaska, so each of us had 
some satisfaction!! 

-8th - 
We landed in Seattle this morning about 8 oclock - 
& I went to the Frye & had breakfast.  As usual I 
caught a violent cold on the boat. 

Diary 38, 1928 
February 8-9 

8 
Was invited to the meeting of the Mining Com. of 
the Seattle Chamber of Commerce - in reception of 
Lt. Ben Eilson, the Alaska flyer.  He made a good 
talk, one of his flyers also - & I was asked to talk - 
which I did for ten minutes.  Was asked to come to 
Olympic Hotel to confer with Eilson - this evening 
but had to decline on account of my cold - which 
grew worse after I had a Turkish bath and rub - Am 
“dozing” & will go to bed early. 

-9- 
Met Mr. E.D. Skinner this forenoon & he seemed 
entirely pleased with the tentative bill I prepared for 
trap site matter 

Diary 38, 1928 
February 9 

9 
in Alaska, though he and his associates had gone 
over it carefully & wished to suggest one or two 
minor amendments.  This afternoon we met in his 
office:  He & his son, Gilbert; Buschman (August) & 
Freely & his attorney, my friend Allen.  After more 
than an hours reading & explaining the whole thing 
was reduced to four small & immaterial 
amendments, which they thought made the text 
clearer, & which I accepted smilingly because they 
really made no change in my bill.  Really I am 
greatly pleased that I got my draft so near to their 
ideas & wishes.  They then wanted me to go to 
Washington to get it introduced & passed, but I 
suggested that Wm L. Paul ought 

Diary 38, 1928 
February 9 

9 
go that Sutherland would rather have Pauls ideas 
on fishery matters than mine, and that I could do 
more & better work in Alaska if criticisms arose, 
than Paul, but Paul could do more to give Dan 
confidence in Washington in the matter than I.  
That Dan depended politically, more on Paul in 
Alaskan fishery politics, etc.  They gave way and 
asked me to telegraph to Paul to come on first boat 
& attend to that part of the effort.  This I did tonight 
as follows:  “Come by first boat prepared to go east 
in connection with fishery matter stop important act 
promptly stop advise me by return telegraph your 
determination and come Frye Hotel.” 

Diary 38, 1928 
February 10 

-10th - 
Long consultation with my oculist, Dr. Bentley.  He 
tells me the cataract on my left eye may give me 
trouble, and that I ought now to be thankful for the 
operation by removal of my cataract-covered lens 
in my right eye.  Attended a luncheon, by special 
invitation - at Olympic Hotel, to Lt. Eilson. 
Speeches, of course, and I was again asked to 
talk, which I did for 15 minutes on the advantages 
of aviation in Alaska.  Also subscribed $10000 to 
Eielson’s Alaska corporation - it may assist some!!  
S.H. Stevens, “Big Steve” - promised me the first 
Vol of the Nome paper.  Harold came to see me, 
will come again Sunday evening. 

Diary 38, 1928 
February 11-13 

-11th – 
Recd. answer from telegram to Paul 
“Will leave Tuesday on Mary being first boat.” 
Busy today with small matters. 
Attended Alaska-Yukon Pioneers ball - just looked 
on and met many old friends.  Wrote to Darrell. 

-12th – 
Sunday.  Slept late - street car ride to Ballard - 
read Harper’s Magazine. 
To Enumclaw tonight with Harold. 

-13th - 
Went to Buckley - visited with Harry, Uncle Tom & 
Aunt Kate, saw Aunt Lizzy Cruse (Mothers sister) 
called on Maud & Willie - back to Enumclaw. 
Visited the mills 
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Diary 38, 1928 
February 13 

13 
with Harold & Uncle A.G. and Harold brought me 
back to Seattle. 
Went with Will A Steel to 26th Ann. Young Mens 
Republican Club Banquet of Lincolns Birthday 
celebration & heard Governor Hartley of Wash. & 
Gov. Morrow of Kentucky talk on Lincoln.  It was a 
splendid banquet.  From what Will Steel tells me I 
think he and Larry may get the contract for printing 
my Bibliography.  He also says if they get it the 
work of both printing & binding may be done here 
in Seattle & a better job done than if it were done in 
Alaska.   
Well, I hope so! 

Diary 38, 1928 
February 14-15 

-14th – 
Got my new eye glasses today. 
Long visit with Ed. Russell & other friends. 
Took Dorothy Goddard & Marie Donovan - two 
Juneau girls & particular friends of Debbies - to the 
Olympic Hotel new dining room for dinner & then to 
Pantages Theater. 

-15th - 
Over to Tacoma - nothing done. 
Mr. E.D. Skinner engagement for tomorrow - wants 
to see Paul, as he (Skinner) is going away for 
weeks.   
Dinner tonight with Mrs. Leech. 
Telegram form Mike Sullivan - wants $7500 by 
telegraph in Denver! 

Diary 38, 1928 
February 16-17 

-16th – 
Conference this forenoon: D.E. Skinner, Freely & 
Mr. Alden & I - Skinner is going away for a month & 
we arranged to have Paul go to Washington.  He 
will he here about Saturday morning.  Sent Mike 
Sullivan $7500 to Denver, Col. by telegraph.  Went 
over to Tacoma and made out my income tax 
statement. 
Will Steel took dinner with me - Conference with 
Harvie about witnesses in Seattle in Wheeler v 
Harvie. 
Paid my 1927 income tax = $3000. 

-17th - 
Gathering important evidence in the case of 
Wheeler v Harvie, with Harvies assistance.  

Waiting for Paul to arrive. 

Diary 38, 1928 
February 18 

-18th - 
Conference with Harvie and Cline about facts in 
case of Wheeler v Harvie 
Wm L. Paul came from Ketchikan on steamer last 
night.  Had meeting with him & Friely, August 
Buschman & their attorney Ed. W. Allen, & 
completed arrangements for Paul to go to 
Washington D.C. on tomorrow mornings train, to 
support the trap site bill.  Lunch with Friely & Paul 
at Arctic Club.  Had Paul & Will Steel to dinner, and 
Paul & I attended Alaska night at the Press Club.  
Saw many old Alaskans and looked on at games of 
old mining days - played with “bunk” money. Dance 
Hall scenes etc. etc. 

Diary 38, 1928 
February 19-20 

-19th – 
Sunday.  Went to Enumclaw with Jack McKinnon - 
one of the Hanson “cousins” - Harold took me out 
to the community (Hansons) house at their original 
homestead on Lake Sawyer - where I met most of 
the family & had late dinner.  Back to Enumclaw & 
called on the others - except “A.G.” & his wife - she 
was in Tacoma. 

-20th - 
Went down to Tacoma by autobus early this 
morning.  Out to State Hist. Soc. saw Bonney & 
sent four big boxes of Alaskan newspapers over to 
Smith, Librarian, University of 

Diary 38, 1928 
February 20 

20 
Washington for storage.  Went to the Olds & called 
& was invited to and remained for lunch.  Went 
over my finances with Winden (Hopping & Co), 
who also drove me out to the Valley ranch.  It looks 
fine.  Made arrangement for my taxes - recorded 
deed from my sister Jennie, as executer of Mothers 
estate - to Harry & asked Winden to pay his taxes 
out of my funds.  Back to Seattle.  Letter from 
Donaldson who reports progress of Harkrader coal 
mine project.  Says he is securing sale of $5000. 
preferred stock, etc. etc. 

Diary 38, 1928 
February 21-22 

-21st – 
Busy on many small matters today - getting 



certified copies records for Harvie in case of 
Wheeler v Harvie, etc. 
Nothing of importance. 

-22nd - 
Went over to the Tacoma Cemetery, placed 
flowers on family graves - a beautiful warm spring 
day - robins, & spring birds.  Back to Seattle - 
Harold came to dinner with me.  Being a holiday 
could do nothing in the way of business. 
At Orpheum Theater - tonight.  A beautiful house 
but a bum play. 
 
[clipping] 

Yukon Pioneers To  
Hold Dance Friday 

Alaska Yukon Pioneers will hold a dance and 
entertainment under auspices of the newly elected 
officers in their lodgeroom, 1923-1/2 First Ave, on 
Friday evening.  All members of the Yukon 
Pioneers, Ladies of the Golden North, and those 
eligible to either of the lodges have been invited to 
attend. 

James Wickersham will talk on Alaska as part of  
the program.  The committee has announced that 
there will be no charge for the affair. 

Diary 38, 1928 
February 23 

-23rd - 
Went out to Providence Hospital this forenoon and 
called on Mrs. Anna Anderson - Harolds aunt Anna 
- She is suffering with some disease of the 
shoulder bones - but is getting better. 
Hunted up Classel who has some copies of early 
Nome newspapers - found his address & office - 
but not himself - tomorrow.  Mrs. Handsaker (who 
guarded the girl who blackmailed me in 1888) 
called me up today & made an engagement to see 
me here at the Hotel tomorrow at 11 a.m.!! 
Went to Pantages Theater tonight to see the 
Duncan sisters! but was not thrilled. 

Diary 38, 1928 
February 24 

-24th - 
No word from Charlie Peterson. 
Freily, of the Nakat Packing Co. received a 
telegram from Wm L. Paul, Washington D.C. saying 
Dan was inclined to be against the bill for settling 
the trap site question!  I am not surprised, though 

he may support it by silence later. 
Mrs. Hunsaker came to see me, just to talk & say 
that she was sorry, etc. 

Attended social evening of the Alaska-Yukon 
Pioneers & Ladies of the Golden North - fine 
programe. 
I talked 10 minutes & met many of my old friends - 
both men & women. 
Bought a new spring overcoat today - nothing 
important. 

Diary 38, 1928 
February 25 

-25th - 
Nothing much today except to talk to some 
Alaskans.  A Mr. Pierce, formerly of 40 Mile took 
lunch with me.  Went to 45th Avenue Theater with 
Mrs. Ettinger, one of my Tacoma-Washington 
acquaintances. 
Evidently Paul is at least playing politics - witness 
this dispatch from Washington.  This is a beautiful 
alibi - in case of a political accusation! 
 
[clipping] 

Coolidge Asked To 
Extend Time For 
Fishing in Alaska 

By Associated Press 
WASHINGTON, Saturday, Feb. 25.-Fishing 
regulations in Alaskan waters were discussed 
today with President Coolidge by William L. Paul, 
an Alaskan lawyer.  Mr. Paul contended that the 
time limit on Alaskan fishing was unduly restrictive, 
and suggested an additional ten days for the 
natives. 
 
Wrote Darrell a letter.  The Alaska Weekly - just out 
- has a good cut of my picture & short biographical 
sketch - see next page. 

Diary 38, 1928 
February 26 

-26th - 
Sunday – slept late & visited around. 
 
[clipping] 
SEATTLE, WASHINGTON, FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 

24, 1928 
ONE OF ALASKA’S OUTSTANDING CITIZENS 

[photograph of Judge James Wickersham] 
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Judge James Wickersham went to Alaska as 
district judge for the newly created Third Judicial 
Division, with headquarters at Eagle, on the Yukon 
River.  With the rapid growth of Fairbanks, the 
judicial headquarters were moved to that place.  
For a period of eight years, Judge Wickersham 
served on the bench, resigning to become delegate 
to congress from the big northern territory.  In this 
high position he served from 1908 to 1920.  He is 
now engaged in the practice of law in Juneau, the 
capital city.  Judge Wickersham, now in the city, 
will speak at the Alaska-Yukon Pioneer smoker 
tonight at their lodge rooms. 

Diary 38, 1928 
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26 
[clipping]  

ADMIRALTY  
ISLAND COAL  
CO. FORMED 

Harkrader Coal Property and 
Recently Acquired Govern- 
ment Coal Land in Vicin- 

ity Forms Asset 
DONALDSON IS IN CHARGE 
Under Harkrader Ownership 

Shaft Had Been Sunk to  
Depth of 180 Feet on Seven- 

Foot Vein of Bituminous 
  Coal – Roosevelt’s With- 

drawal Order of 1906 Stop- 
ped Development Until Now 

In the early days, along in 1903-4-5 and 6, there 
was a small settlement on Admiralty Island, near 
Juneau, the male inhabitants being engaged, in a 
primitive way, in the mining of coal, outcrops of 
which had been found.  Then came an executive 
order from the hands of President Roosevelt, 
issued in 1906, withdrawing all the coal and oil 
lands in Alaska.  The inhabitants were thereupon 
ordered to cease forthwith from mining any more 
coal on the island, and left for other parts.  All but 
one, a sturdy old pioneer named George 
Harkrader.  He had uncovered a seven-foot vein of 
bituminous coal and was engaged in sinking a 
shaft on it when the harsh order came.  But 

Harkrader kept right on with the shaft until a dept of 
180 feet had been attained.  Eventually, in 1913, to 
be exact, Harkrader succeeded in getting a 
government patent to 132 acres of coal land on 
Admiralty Island, taking in the ground where his 
mine was located.   

Then Harkrader sickened and died, leaving the 
coal property to his brother, who lived in 
Oklahoma.  Years wore on and the coal property, 
certainly a very fine coal prospect, was left in an 
undeveloped state. 

Not long ago, Judge James Wickersham 
purchases an undivided one-half interest in the 
property from the brother and secured an option on 
the remaining half interest. 

Then Robert Donaldson, oldtime Fairbanks 
mining man, at one time owner-of the Healy River 
coal property, came into the picture. Donaldson 
was born and raised in the city of Nanaimo, British 
Columbia, a great coal mining town, and knows 
about everything there is to know about coal. 

When Judge Wickersham learned that 
Donaldson had severed his connections in 
Fairbanks and was foot loose, and knowing of his 
extended experience in the coal mining business, 
he sent for him to come to Juneau and make an 
examination of the Harkrader proposition.  
Donaldson was impressed with the big possibilities 
of the fine coal prospect, and in company with 
Howard H. Lurch, who had accompanied him 
North, located 2,273 acres of government coal land 
immediately contiguous to the showing.  In the 
meantime Judge Wickersham took up the option 
on-the remaining half interest. 

And thus the Admiralty Island Coal Company 
was born, the Wickersham, Donaldson and Lurch 
coal equities on Admiralty Island forming the asset 
on which the company is based.  Officers of the 
company are:  President, Robert Donaldson, and 
secretary-treasurer, Howard H. Lurch; directors, 
Donaldson, Lurch, John Reck, Wallace George 
and James Wickersham. 

Development work is now under way under the 
direction of Mr. Donaldson. 
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-27th - 
Made my reservation for Saturday boat. 
Had Jim. Stevens to dinner tonight, & we talked 
four hours & I enjoyed it. 
He has promised me a copy of the Alaska Times - 
of 1868 - if we can find it!!  He framed it & hung it in 
the Arctic Club some years ago & some one stole 
it!  The joke is to find the paper!  It is hanging on 
the wall of a rich home here in Seattle - probably of 
an officer of the Club of that date & I am to try to 
find it.  I think Ed. W. Allen knows where it is to be 
found and I am going to try to get him to give me 
the information as to its location & then Jim will do 
the rest. 

Diary 38, 1928 
February 28 

-28th - 
Allen will make a personal effort to locate Stevens 
copy of the “Alaska Times”, & secure its return if it 
happens to be Stevens paper!  I visited the 
University of Washington today with Allen at noon - 
and had lunch with Smith, Librarian.  We talked 
about my library - and I saw my files of newspapers 
etc.  Friely, canneryman told me Paul was making 
trouble in Washington  - I sent Paul a telegram 
asking for a report on conditions.   
This is election day in Seattle & there is great 
interest. 

Diary 38, 1928 
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-29th – 
Conference with Freily, canneryman, & we 
attempted to get Paul, in Washington on the 
Telephone - but did not. 
Went out to Allens tonight for dinner & a browse 
among his Alaskan books.  Had Carl Johansen and 
Jack Cavanaugh, old Eagle City friends, & Jim 
Stevens and Gene Allen, Alaskans to lunch today.  
We had a good old fashioned visit. 
Nice letter tonight from Darrell. 

March 1st. 
Paul has made a fool of himself in Washington!  
We got the news today that instead of cultivating a 
friendly OMalley when he got there he went over 
his head, with the aid 
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of Senator Curtis & presented his grievances to the 
President in such a way as to make OMalley 
furious.  D.E. Skinner telephoned his son here 
today giving him copies of telegrams etc. in 
Confirmation & Pauls friends -Friely & others who 
are putting up for Pauls expenses to Washington 
are sore and bitterly disappointed - for OMalley is 
now abusing & threatening the canners!  We are to 
have a meeting tomorrow to determine what to do. 
I had a telephone talk with Paul this afternoon & he 
suggested - or inquired if I thought he ought to 
come home!  I had written him a letter but will not 
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mail it until after tomorrows meeting.  I fear he has 
done more harm than we can repair.  Took dinner 
tonight with Mr. & Mrs. Chas. H. Miller - Will Steel 
also present. 

-2nd - 
It is evident that Paul can do no more good - but 
may do more harm - so at the suggestion of young 
Skinner & Freili I answered his telegram of this 
morning by consenting that he come home as soon 
as he pleased.  Told him also I would go to Juneau 
on tomorrow mornings boat.  Arranged with 
Skinner to keep me posted - agreed I might go 
home 
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for two weeks anyway - They do not, of course, 
hold me responsible for Pauls want of judgment - & 
they agreed that their friends would introduce the 
trap site bill etc. but I am to he in readiness to 
support it.  I leave everything in good shape & with 
all parties friendly.  Skinner had telephone talk with 
his father, who is in California, and things are not 
as bad act. Paul, as they feared.  I explained to him 
that I must go home for two weeks anyway and 
could come back then if needed, though I feel I can 
do as much good there as in Seattle - or may be in 
Wash. D.C.  
Leave on SS. “Yukon” in the morning. 

Diary 38, 1928 
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2 
I bought good oak office chair & had it shipped 
home on my boat.  Had good talk with Friele about 
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pulp cartons (boxes) for use in packing salmon.  
He sent me several samples in cardboard & asked 
me to talk to Lass, of the Speel River pulp mill 
about manufacturing them for the Alaska Canners - 
which I will do. 

-3rd - 
We left Seattle this morning at 9.00 SS. “Yukon.”  A 
beautiful sunny day, north wind.  Tonight we are in 
Seymour Narrows waiting for the tide.  The boat is 
crowded - many of my friends - old Alaskans, etc.  
Ralph Merrill is aboard returning to his Prince 
William Sd. prospect. 

Diary 38, 1928 
March 4-5 

-4th – 
Sunday.  Queen Charlottes - to Millbank.  
Everything quiet - except that Dr. Ellis, of Ketchikan 
accidentally fell down the steep stairs in the 
smoking room.  At first it was feared he was 
seriously injured but he is slowly coming back & 
and another Doctor, on board says he is in no 
danger. 

-5th - 
We are in Boca de Quadra at 9 a.m. delivering 
some passengers & freight to the Booth - N.W. 
cannery.  It is a beautiful deep harbor - it is 
snowing and we are at the cannery wharf.  
Ketchikan about 2 oclock, p.m. 
I am having a good visit with 
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Ralph Merrill, George Miller, an old prospector from 
the Yukon river, and Dominick Viette, of LaTouche 
- all friends & Fairbanks men in the past.  In 
Ketchikan during the afternoon.  Visited with 
Duggan & McCain, Senator Hunt, & many others.  
Nothing important. 

-6th – 
At Petersburg - called on newspapers & was 
consulted by two men on business matters.  Left at 
3 oclock for Juneau: arrived in Juneau at 1130 p.m. 
in violent “Taku wind” & went to my room in Zynda. 

-7th - 
Busy at work on mail at 
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office. 
Donaldson and Lerch both met me at the wharf last 

night, and came to the office early today to report 
their efforts on Harkrader coal mine project.  They 
have added John Reck & Wallis George to the 
Board of Directors & secured subscriptions to the 
capital stock from them and a dozen other 
businessmen of $500. each, or so far $7,000.  
They are promised $10,000, and are very much 
elated over the flattering support given to the 
Company by men who are all well acquainted with 
the prospects at Harkrader.  It now looks like a 
successful affair. 

Diary 38, 1928 
March 8-9 

-8th – 
Busy attending to correspondence. 

-9th - 
Same as yesterday. 
Received a letter from Arthur H Clark, publisher, 
Cleveland, Ohio, saying my Ms. “Old Yukon Trails” 
is good, but wont pay a profit to the publisher. 
He says: 
“I have read every word of the manuscript myself.  
The manuscript is a very interesting one.  I should 
like to publish it. The only thing that has kept me 
back is that I fear lack of support and too limited a 
market,” etc. 
I wrote today asking him to return it for additional 
chapters & promised to return it to him if he wishes 
to publish 
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it within a year.  I also told him about my 
Bibliography & the Seventh. Vol. of Alaska Law 
Reports. 

-10th - 
Working on correspondence & preparing papers in 
tax case.  Sent my bill to Mr. D.E. Skinner for 
expenses on trips to Ketchikan & Seattle in re. trap 
site locations.  Geo. Simpkins - binder - delivered 
89 volumes of Skagway Alaskan - 1 Vol. Wrangel 
News, 4 vols. Daily Capital - bound for the library - 
will sent them to the U. of W for safe keeping.  
Dinner tonight with the McKinnon’s.  Attended the 
“Days of 98,” - gathering of pioneers -last night & 
tonight at “A.B. Hall” 



Diary 38, 1928 
March 11-12 

-11th – 
Sunday - snowing - but warm. 
Spent the day reading.  Nat. Hist. Vol 27, Journal 
of the Am. Mus. of Nat. Hist. 

-12th - 
Correspondence & general matters. 
Monthly meeting of the Board of Directors of the 
Admiralty Island Coal Co. held in my office.  
Donaldson authorized to go to Seattle & secure - 
buy -needed mining tools & machinery. 
Went to the movie show last night to see the 
Parade - a war picture. 
It was a wonderful moving picture of the late World 
War - a spectacular exhibition – accompanied by 
Mrs. Bishop. 
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-13th - 
Preparing interrogations in Wheeler v Harvie, for 
Harvie, to be taken by deposition in Seattle.  I am 
amused at Donaldson & Lerch - they are highly 
excited & pleased at the friendly feeling exhibited in 
Juneau in favor of the project for coal mining on the 
Harkrader & adjoining coal lands!  They talk of 
nothing else, and feel that the project is already a 
success!  Well, I hope it turns out that way but so 
little work has been done yet that I do not intend to 
spend any of my interest until more is done. 
Busy in office all the time. 
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-14th - 
Prepared papers in probate of the Estate of David 
Crockett Liles, a homesteader who recently died 
near Homer Spit on the north shore of Kachemak 
Bay.   
A committee of two members of the Juneau 
Womens Club called on me today & informed me 
they were authorized to ask me to prepare the data 
for a brief historical and geographic account of 
Alaska, etc.  I asked them to give me some 
standard of their wants taken from some State - as 
a guide, but did not promise anything until I could 
see just what they had in mind. 
In the most recent catalogue of the Aldine Book 
Co. of 1873, 61st St. 
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Brooklyn, N.Y. I found these items: 
 
[clipping] 
5.  ALASKA Railroad, Construction of the. 
Hearings in the House of Rep. Wash., 1921    
$2.00 
6.  ----------  Wickersham. James., The Alaska 
Railway Bill, Wash., 1914.   $3.00 
7. ---Coolidge, Calvin, The Alaska Railroad. Large 
broadside. Wash., 1925.     $2.50 
7a. --- Communication from, with Supplemental 
estimates for the Alaska R.R. Wash., 1925.     
$1.50 
 
The item under my name is my speech on the 
Alaska Railway Bill, delivered in Congress on Jany. 
14, 1914. 

-15- 
Same as yesterday - very busy. 
Changed rooms in the Zynda.  Am now back in the 
best S. corner room - front, on the fifth floor, which 
Debbie had for several years.  Got my money out 
of old note given by Knipple, McGrew & Davis for 
Hyder case = one thousand ($1000) dollars by 
telegraph - from J.H. Hall - I suppose Hall charge 
up the full amt. but I am satisfied. 
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-16th - 
Recd. a letter from Tom Jensen, Clerk Dist. Court, 
Nome, asking me to say whom I would vote for if 
elected a Delegate to the Rep. Nat. Convention: I 
answered saying that I could not now say, but must 
wait till I knew who would be the real competitors, 
etc.  I wrote a nice letter for it seems to come from 
the Nome Rep. Club, & ended by asking them to 
send me a list of the members of the Club with 
their preferences!  Sent a copy of Jensens letter 
and my reply to Charles E. Taylor, my brother-in-
law and now the Asst. Dist. Atty at Nome, to Lynn 
Smith, Fairbanks, to Dr. Chase, Cordova, and one 
to Sutherland - Tom may not be on the square & 
these men will be wise & others. 
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-17th – 
Have now caught up with my correspondence for 
which I am glad.  Things going ok in the office.  
The Admiralty Island Coal Co. today received a 
telegram from Sutherland saying the Sec. of 
Interior had just signed the coal permit applied for 
by the company.  The affairs of the Co. are moving 
along very satisfactorily! 

-18th - 
Sunday.  Breakfast with Rustgard. 
Wrote long letter to Darrell.  Walk.  Dinner with 
Mrs. Bishop who is a good cook & seems to think 
the way to a man’s heart is through his stomach - 
not new but sometimes it works - & sometimes it 
does not. 
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-19th – 
Same as usual in office. 

-20th - 
Same as usual in the office. 
I was surprised today.  I was down at Winter & 
Ponds photography store and Pond rather 
hesitatingly said, “Judge I suppose I can 
congratulate you - I hear you are to be married.”  I 
looked at him in astonishment and said “No, you 
are mistaken: I have no intention to do anything of 
the kind.  I am 70 years old”!  Judging from his 
remarks that the report is being circulated that I am 
to be married to Mrs. B.  I will be more careful and 
keep away from company for I do not want to 
embarrass the lady - nor myself.  This damn 
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town must have something to talk about though, 
but I do not care to be talked about in that way - & 
do not want to bring talk of that kind upon Mrs. B.  
It may embarrass her too, so I will stay at home, 
and not be so friendly. 

-21st - 
Have caught up, at last, with my correspondence. 
Recd. telegram from Sutherland today and in my 
answer I urged him to have 5000 copies of the 
proceedings of the House on Mch 5th in relation to 
the effort of Gov. Parks to emasculate our Organic 
Act, which was defeated by Sutherland, printed 
and sent to the people of Alaska.  It will be 

excellent campaigning document & do much good 
in the Territory. 
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-22nd – 
Recd. telegram from Dan this morning saying he 
had already had 3000 copies of the proceedings of 
the House of Mch. 5th printed & ford. to Alaska. 
Bartley Howard will speak at the Coliseum Theater 
between acts one night soon!  If by any unlucky 
accident he should beat Dan in the primary I will do 
what I can to defeat him at the election!  I though in 
my judgment there is no danger of his doing so.  
Sent two huge boxes of the 88 vols. of Skagway 
Alaskan to my collection of Alaska newspapers at 
University of Washington at Seattle, today!  Am 
making 
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arrangements to have Mary Kashaverof translate 
the Biography of Baranov into English for me. 

-23rd - 
Same as usual in the office. 
Sent check to Otto Lange, bookseller, Florence, 
Italy, in the sum of 450 francs (Swiss) equal to 
$87.17 for copy 4 vols Du Halde, Hist. of China, 
1735, the first edition, containing Berings report to 
the Russian govt. on his first voyage, of 1728, 
wherein he discovered St. Lawrence Island, part of 
Alaska.  The book is interesting for it contains the 
first printed story about any point of Alaska.  It is 
the French edition.  I have the Eng. Ed. of 1737. 
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-24th - 
This day received letter from Judge Bunnell, Pres. 
Alaska Agri. College and Sch. of Mines letter dated 
Mch 15, 1928, saying: 
“My dear Mr. Wickersham. As of course you 
understand I have awarded the contract for printing 
the Bibliography to H.S. Steel, of Cordova.  In view 
of the fact that we will thus secure Six hundred 
additional copies I have decided to extend the date 
of delivery to August 1.  I have signed the contract 
with you and enclose a copy of same.  I am 
requiring Mr. Steel to give a bond in the sum of 
$5000.00, and by this mail am sending a form 
contract for him to execute. I realize that it would 



be much more convenient for you to have the 
printing done in Juneau, but Mr. Steel, as it 
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appears to me, is entitled to the contract.  I 
sincerely hope that he will do a good job and that 
the reading of the manuscript will not entail too 
much work on your part: I know it is a big job. 
I am also enclosing a Foreword of one page which 
I trust will meet with your approval. 

Very truly yours, 
“Charles L. Bunnell, President” 

I have written him a very friendly letter approving 
the contract and all he has done, and an also 
sending copies etc. to Will A. Steel. Seattle, who 
will attend to the publication of the book for Harry.  
In his foreword Judge Bunnell speaks highly of my 
services, etc. and altogether the matter is very 
satisfactory to me.  And, now, for the printing with 
as few errors as possible! 
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-25th – 
Sunday - a long day between two short weeks - 
Took a walk, dinner at the Gastineau Cafe - alone.  
Am arranging my notes with a view of studying a 
first history of Alaska.  Mary Kashevarof insists that 
she can translate good enough to turn Baranov’s 
Biography into English. 

-26- 
Court in session today - Judge Reed called me to 
his desk privately & said he intended to decide the 
Territorial Case soon!  I asked him if he would like 
to examine the Com. Rept. by Curry in favor of the 
attempt to cure the want of authority & he said he 
would so I sent that & the Congressional Record of 
Mch 5th to him. 

Diary 38, 1928 
March 26-28 

-26th continued. 
Attended the theater - the “Coliseum” - to hear 
music by the University of Washington Glee Club - 
It was good. 

-27th – 
Working on law matters for court. 
Nothing of importance.  Grant Murdock, from Dan 
Creek, & Capt. Langley from the Kuskokwim river 
in while their boat was lying at the wharf.  Also my 

friend Troseth[?], from Fairbanks. 
-28th - 

This is confidential - but funny:  When Donaldson & 
Lerch came here to start the project of the 
Admiralty Is. Coal Co. they impressed the town as 
rich men, with plenty of money to put the mine into 
operation, etc. and many of the business men fell 
over 
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themselves to get into the scheme with $500. 
apiece: among them John Reck, Pres. of the 1st 
Nat. Bank.  The boys worked that idea by taking in 
about a dozen, most of whom paid in a hundred 
dollars each, and gave their notes for the balance 
due in 30 or 60 days.  Donaldson went to Seattle 
and bought about $1300. worth of machinery and 
supplies, and gave check on Recks bank - and has 
thus created an over-draft of about $600.  He now 
suggests to Reck that the Bank make them a loan 
of $1000. on short time, with these notes attached 
as security - until they are paid - but Reck declined 
to do it!  Evidently Reck expected them to 
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deposit a considerable sum of outside money - and 
is disappointed at their failure to do so!  The boys 
are now “rustling” to collect on the notes!  Of 
course I am not obligated in any way - and I have 
no doubt the boys will fix it satisfactorily in a day or 
two. - but “it is not always gold that glitters”! 
Attended court today - call of the motion docket - 
nothing but small matters. 

Marshal White called my attention to notice from  
Dept. Justice. saying Charlie Taylor, my brother-in-
law died December 31st!  Since he took dinner with 
me on Jan. 17, I am sure some mistake has been 
made but I sent a night letter to U.S. Marshal, 
Nome, asking fin for info. 
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-29th – 
Recd. telegram from Chas. E. Taylor denying he 
was dead! 
Wrote letter to Sutherland and sent him copies of 
Dept. statement, my telegram to Charlie & his 
answer, and asked Dan to go to the Dept. and get 
matter corrected, etc. 
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-30th - 
Donaldson & Lerch are getting their matters 
straightened out in good shape.  A little set back 
seems to make them more active and energetic.  
They will make it go o.k.   
Am writing some on history.  Wrote to Henry W. 
Elliott, Seattle, to make me a sketch picture 
showing the L.C. Smith bldg. & Washington 
monument sitting on the bottom of Berings strait - 
to show its depth - by comparison with the 
buildings. 
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-31st - 
Radio reports that Senator Willis of Ohio died 
suddenly last night - or yesterday at Atlantic City!  I 
am very sorry, for he was a good friend to Alaska.  
His death will demoralize the primary election 
contest in Ohio, and may result in Hoover carrying 
the delegates. 
Dinner tonight at Wynne Goddards - Dr & Mrs. 
DeVighne & her sister, Mrs. Terhune & 3 children, 
& I.  It was a fine dinner & I sat and smoked & 
listened to the women talk while they worked - 
crocheting etc.  We talked & had a pleasant 
evening. (I have no glasses-). 
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Sunday – April 1st 1928. 
A beautiful clear bright sunny day.  Loafed - called 
at Hospital & visited my friend Billie Bosch who has 
been confined there for more than a month - an 
operation.  Nothing to do but read a book on 
“Climate” 

April 2nd  
Darrell’s Birthday - he was born Springfield, Illinois, 
in 1882 - 46 years ego: How proud we were that 
day - his mother & I.  He was our first born.  
Received a nice letter from him this morning and 
am writing him one tonight. 
Busy as usual in the office. 
Mary Kashaveroff showed me a beautiful diamond 
ring on her finger & asked for a day off.  I fear that I 
shall lose her though she declared she would 
continue translating for me. 
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April 3rd 1928. 
The Admiralty Is. Coal Co. has the notes of 
Harry Lucas, dated Mch 29, due in 90 days $300 

Dr. Council & 
Dr. Borland,      “       “      “    “     “   “     “   $450. 
Cash Cole,       “       “      28  “     “   “     “   $450. 
C.E. Krause,     “       “      “    “     “   “     “   $500 
C.P. Jenne,       “       “      “    “     “   “     “   $250 
John Spickett,   “       “      “    “     “   “     “   $500 
Wallis George,  “       “      “    “     “   “     “   $400 
       $2900 
The Co. needs $1500. & has made its note for that 
amount to the First Nat Bank, with Bob Donaldson: 
and I have endorsed it - for 90 days: these notes 
being attached as security & proceeds of same to 
be used in paying the $1500.  This puts the Co in 
possession of enough money to go ahead with 
business for 2 months. 
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-April 4th – 
Busy in office today.  Wrote letter to Will A. Steel 
about colors of binding my Bibliography.  Begun a 
new suit in court - filed tomorrow etc. etc. 

-April 5th - 
Donaldson & Lerch go to open the Harkrader shaft 
& pump it out today - with a complete & new outfit 
of tools and machinery.  Bob feels that success 
must attend their efforts and I hope so.  They have 
everything they want - men, tools, etc. 
 
[clipping] 

DONALDSON TAKING 
CREW TO ISLAND TO  
BEGIN C0AL MINING 

Robert Donaldson, President and General 
Manager of the Admiralty Island Coal Company, 
will leave for the company’s property at Killisnoo 
Inlet, tomorrow on the Argo with a crew of eight 
men and the supplies and equipment to establish a 
camp preliminary to installing the mining equipment 
and the beginning of mine operations. 

Evan Jones, who will be Superintendent of the  
company and have charge of installing the 
equipment and mine operations, will leave Seward 
for Juneau April 14, and assume his work with the 
Admiralty Island concern, according to Mr. 
Donaldson.  Mr. Jones has already severed his 
connection with the Healy River Coal Company at 



Suntrana.   
The Admiralty Island Coal Company has  

chartered the motorboat Argo from Dr. H. Vance, 
and will use it as a tender for the mine and to tow 
coal barges to Juneau.  Dr. Vance purchased the 
craft from Frank Bongard in February.  She is 
regarded as adequate for the work she is intended 
to do. 
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-6th – 
Just as I feared Mary Kashaveroff will leave my 
office & marry a Mr. Webber.  And then today a tall 
young fellow came into the office looking for a job.  
He says he was born & raised in North Dakota, 
spent two years in the University of Indiana, but his 
family moving to Texas he went there & graduated 
from the University of Texas.  He was admitted to 
the bar there & came to Alaska to grow up with the 
country.  He wants employment, so I have 
employed him & agreed to pay him Seventy five 
($75.00) dollars per month to start on & a raise 
whenever he proves that he is worth it:  His name 
is L.M. Sullivan. 
Busy as usual in the office. 

Diary 38, 1928 
April 7 

-7th - 
I am amused - Mrs. Smith, Treas. wife, & he invited 
me to dinner this evening and when I got there I 
found my co-guest was Mrs. Bishop! and no one 
else - just us four.  Really there seems to be a 
conspiracy to persuade me that it is expected!! 
On the other hand the Empire tonight records the 
death this week at Fairbanks of my friends, William 
Kenyon and Alois Fredericks.  Kenyon was 70 & 
Alois recorded at 59 - but I think he was older.  
Both were in Fairbanks in the early days & both my 
fast friends.  I am sorry but the last great adventure 
comes to all - some sooner & some later. 
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-8th – 
A fine day - and Sunday 
Am to have dinner with Atty Genl John Rustgard at 
the restaurant.  Mrs. R. is visiting in the east.  
Letter on afternoon boat from Will A. Steel, Seattle, 
saying they are printing my Bibliography & that he 
is sending copy of proofs sheets etc. 
Will get these in the morning! 

-9th - 
No boat & no profs of printing Bibliography today. 
At work as usual in the office. 
Went to theater & saw a fine movie presentation of 
“Ben-hur.” 
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-10th - 
Boat in today & received the first gulleys of proof of 
my Bibliography. 
Read it with the assistance of my new office clerk 
Leroy M. Sullivan, and wrote letter to Will A. Steel, 
Seattle, to whom I am returning it on tonights boat.  
Also received return of my Ms. “Old Yukon Trails” 
from Arthur H. Clark & Co. Cleveland, Ohio.  I 
intend to lay this aside until I can get time to write 
two more chapters when I will look around for 
some plan to get it published, also my 7th Alaska 
Law Reports ought to be printed within another 
month. 
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-11th - 
Recd. from Arthur H. Clark (who writes from 4623 
Melbourne Ave., Hollywood, Cal) a letter about Ms. 
“Old Yukon Trails” which pleased me very much, 
though he returned to me - received mss. & 
illustrations in the same mail.  I feel sure he will 
finally publish this Ms!   
Also recd. more proofs of Bibliography- from Will 
Steel - title page etc.  It looks good to me & I am 
glad to see some definite final action for the 
preservation of my years of work on that Ms.  Of 
course I will not make any profit on all my work & 
expenditures - but I am pleased to leave behind me 
a monument of this kind, anyway. 

Diary 38, 1928 
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-12th – 
Working in the office as usual. 

-13th - 
Same as usual in office.  Yesterday and today I 
have written an opinion for a Mr. Herbert 
Carmichael, of Victoria B.C. on the matter of a non-
resident British subject - a resident of Victoria B.C. 
to hold title to mining claims in Alaska.  I advise 
him that he cannot lawfully hold such titles - but 
that an Alaskan Corporation can and that he may 
own the stock of such a corporation! 
Drew a Will today for my friend Dr. Geo. L. Barton 
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-14th- 
Nothing unusual.  Gene Owens, from Sumdum, 
pioneer in the Yukon valley in 1888 in the office 
this evening - talking about early miners etc. 

Diary 38, 1928 
April 14-15 

-14th – 
As usual in the office. 

-15th - 
Judge Reid does not decide the Territorial case, 
though he frequently refers to it & promises a 
decision soon.  In the meantime his political friends 
continue to draw Territorial funds illegally!! 
Sunday - a long walk - beautiful day - am gathering 
material for Introduction Chapter on Natural History 
of the Tundra Regions of Siberia and Alaska. 
Gene Owens, of Sumdum, crossed the Dyea divide 
in 1888 - he talked with me tonight for an hour 
about it - & I made many notes of facts. 
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-16th – 
Recd. letter from Lerch & Donaldson at Harkrader 
Coal Mine - the machinery has arrived - they are 
clearing & ready to set. up, & seem to be very 
sanguine and happy.  They are using scattered 
coal left by mining 20 years ago & say it burns well 
etc. 

-17th – 
As usual in the office. 

-18th - 
Same as usual in office.  Mr. E.D. Skinner paid me 
$125000 & my expenses act. $44985 deposited in 
Dexter Horton Nat. Bk. Seattle. 
Recd. letter from Petty Olsen today asking me to 
lend her $100. she needs it to assist her & her 
young man in getting married. 
I sent it by todays mail. 

Diary 38, 1928 
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-19th – 
Same as usual in the office.  Judge Reed still in the 
hospital - jury in a criminal case - evidence all in - 
was excused until Monday. 
Evan Jones came last night from the westward - 
saw him today - he will go to Harkrader on the first 
boat to lay out the coal mine for Donaldson & 
Lerch. 

-20th - 
Judge Reed is still sick and in the hospital. 

Same as usual in the office. 
Recd. telegram from Clerk Court Valdez saying 
Judge Hill overruled my motion to stake in the case 
of Goldstein vs Pond.  I will now file a demurrer to 
the Complaint. 

Diary 38, 1928 
April 21-22 

-21st – 
Recd a telegram this morning as follows. 

“Seattle April 21, 1928 
“Judge James Wickersham, Juneau. 
Captain Wilkins and Ben Eilson arrived safely at 
Spitzbergen.  Raab brothers and Errion[?], by 
Edward Bensen.” 
They crossed the Arctic from Point Barrow. 

I had a fine chicken dinner with the McKinnons 
this evening. 
I wrote the Preface for my new venture - School 
History of Alaska.  I intend to keep at it until it is 
finished! 

-22d- 
Sunday.  Read & rested - walked & had dinner at 
Gastineau Hotel with Mrs. Bishop! 

Diary 38, 1928 
April 23 

-23d- 
Am receiving much political literature from 
Ketchikan.  Hunt & 
John Frame are out in printed attacks against Paul 
and I fear they will defeat him.  Marshal White & his 
deputies are running a political campaign - they are 
distributing literature & using the Govt. Dept. 
Justice boat & U.S. Dept. marshals to do it with. 
Am amused: some time today they found out that 
Sinclair, a convicted prisoner, had escaped from 
jail - had sawed off the bars in the steel cage & the 
outer window & squeezed out & disappeared.  If 
they had given as much attention to their business 
as to Caswells campaign he would not have 
escaped!! 

Diary 38, 1928 
April 23 

23 
[clipping] 

TO HAVE COAL  
ON MARKET IN  
NEXT 30 DAYS 

Development of Admiralty 
Island Coal. Co. Proper- 

ty Exceeding Hopes 



That the Admiralty Island Coal Company will 
have coal on the market in Juneau within thirty 
days is the word that Robert B. Donaldson, 
President and General Manager of the company, 
sent to Juneau by Howard H. Lerch, its Secretary 
and Treasurer, who arrived in Juneau on the Argo 
at 4:30 o’clock this morning.  The marketable coal 
within the next thirty days will be limited in quantity 
and will come from the development work.  Mr. 
Donaldson said the stope is practically pumped out 
and the coal is seven feet in thickness. 

Camp Established 
The camp at the coal mine has been established, 

said Mr. Lerch, and ready to receive the 
development crew that will be taken out on the 
return trip of the Argo. 

In addition to the seven-foot vein of coal that is in 
the stope, Mr. Donaldson wrote there are many 
other promising outcroppings on the property of the 
company. 

Evan Jones, who has a record as a coal mine 
operator and superintendent in Alaska extending 
over a period of eleven years, and the reputation of 
being second to none in his profession in Alaska, 
and who will be Superintendent and in full charge 
of operations, will leave here Wednesday on the 
Argo.  With him will go D.E. Roberts and several 
other men.  This will give the new company a 
developing crew of ten men to start with, and in the 
development work coal will be taken out and 
placed on the market. 

To Bring In Coal 
“I expect to bring several tons of coal to Juneau 

on the next trip of the Argo in a week or ten days,” 
said Mr. Lerch today. 

The coal in the Admiralty Island Coal Company’s 
property lies on a layer of fire clay, according to 
Donaldson and Mr. Lerch, and Mr. Jones says that 
makes a fine condition for mining.  Mr. Lerch says 
the timber in the mine, installed 26 years ago, was 
discovered to be in perfect condition when the 
stope was pumped.   Apparently it has been 
preserved by the water and other covering. 

Are Enthusiastic 

Mr. Lerch and Mr. Jones are enthusiastic over 
the outlook for the property, and believe without 
any question they will have a real coal mine 
operating within a short time.  The outlook and the 
progress of development is exceeding the hopes of 
the company’s management. 

Mr. Lerch said they left the property on Admiralty 
yesterday afternoon at 3 o’clock and arrived in 
Juneau 13-1/2 hours later, burning only 90 gallons 
of fuel, increasing confidence in the Argo. 
 
The Empire tonight does not mention that Sinclair 
escaped from Marshal Whites jail - he & the 
Empire are working together in politics for 
tomorrow & it might hurt them politically to mention 
it!!! 

Diary 38, 1928 
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-24th – 
Election Day - Primary! 
I remained in my office as usual & only went to the 
polls and voted early. 
Tonights returns show that Sutherland, Rustgard & 
Grover C. Winn & I carried Juneau & vicinity by 
good big majorities.  Caswell and Gardner also, 
though Chase, Paul, & the balance of our 
combination is running well up - but not high.  
Nothing from the outside precincts. 

-25th - 
Some few outside figures.  Dan ran well in 
Ketchikan & will be nominated in the Territory at 
large by a big vote.  I sent him a telegram last night 
telling him so.  Later returns 

Diary 38, 1928 
April 25 

25 
will elect Dr. Chase, also, for which I am very glad.  
We worked together.  I hope we carry the 
Legislature also, and can get the Controller Bill, for 
organizing a real Territorial Government, passed.  
Wrote to Darrell & sent him the papers giving 
details of the election.   
Admiralty Island Coal Co’s boat in and bring good 
reports.  It will go back in the morning taking along 
Evans Jones, the new Superintendent.  We are 
anxious to get the mine rightly planned & opened 
for working.  Will Steel got here yesterday in time 
to vote & I recd more proofs of Biblio. 
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-26th - 
As the reports come in the majorities for our Rep-n 
organization continue to grow. The following is 
Latest summary: 
[clipping] 

RESULTS OF CONTESTS IN PRIMARY 
ELECTION 

The following are the figures in the Republican 
contests in the four divisions of Alaska as received 
by the Empire up to 2 o’clock this afternoon: 
Delegate- 

Sutherland 3,740 
Howard 1,777 

Attorney General- 
Rustgard 3,703 
Waller 1,351 

National Committeeman- 
Lathrop 2,476 
Albrecht 1,836 
Aldrich 995 

Delegates Natl. Con.- 
Wickersham 3,259 
Chase 2,408 
Caswell 1,697 
Gelles 1,326 
Pratt 729 

 
Am sending Darrell the paper so he can figure out 
the details.  Busy in the office these days - & happy 
to succeed so well in the elections. 
Send Sutherland another telegram tonight. 

Diary 38, 1928 
April 27 

-27th - 
Busy as usual in the office. 
Our majorities are growing slowly as the returns 
continue to come in.  Dans will be about what they 
were two years ago.  Rustgards & mine a little less 
- owing, in my case, to the fact that I had five men 
in the contest to divide with - but yet large and 
highly satisfactory.  Sent a telegram of 
congratulation last night to Dr. Chase asking him to 
write to me and outline plans for Kansas City.  
Wrote a group of letters to Boston Public Library, 
Am. Antiq. Soc. Worcester Mss. & Yale University, 
about photostat copies of the Alaska Times - which 

hope to secure from these libraries. 

Diary 38, 1928 
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-28th - 
Judge Reed came down from the hospital this 
forenoon for an hour to hear the Motion Docket - 
he called me to the bar and told me quietly - that 
he intended to decide the Territorial Case for me, 
but was not able to write an opinion – after a 
moments discussion he said he would wait a few 
days & he might be able to write the opinion!  If I 
had been satisfied just to have the favorable Order 
entered he would probably have done that - but I 
hope he will write a good opinion & thus clear the 
law questions for the benefit of the public and the 
next Legislature - if it is done right it will be a great 
public benefit. 

Diary 38, 1928 
April 29-30 

-29th – 
Lay abed till 11 a.m.  Worked in afternoon on 
gathering data etc. for History of Alaska. 
Dinner with Mrs. Bishop - the Smiths were present 
& we had a good dinner & a pleasant evening 
talking. 

-30th - 
Busy in office as usual. Correspondence. 
Judge Thomas M. Reed died this evening at the 
hospital in Juneau. 
I appointed him Commissioner at Nome in the 
winter of 1901-1902.  He was appointed District 
Judge in Alaska Div. No. 1.  October 1, 1921. 
Already candidates are thick as fleas in S.F. 

Diary 38, 1928 
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May 1, 1928. 
May 1, 1928 
Charlie Joynts wife and daughter (3 yrs) arrived on 
the SS. Alaska today, with Mrs. Vicky Demers 
Williams.  We got her to go to the Hospital, but she 
is half insane & was back at the Hotel Gastineau in 
an hour.  This afternoon we got her to Dr. De 
Vighne’s office & persuaded her to go back to the 
Hospital! 
Mrs. W. is worn out & anxious to get her settled.  I 
will have the hospital bills to pay!  Will A. Steel on 
board going south - he promised to get corrections 
- typographical - made in proof sheets of my 



Bibliography.  Notice from West Pub. Co. that Vol. 
7, Alaska Reports issued & two copies sent to me. 

Diary 38, 1928 
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-May 2nd - 
As usual in the office.  I received two volumes of 
the 7th Alaska Reports this morning.  I am greatly 
pleased with the books, but I begin to feel that I am 
acting unethically in permitting the West Pub. Co. 
to held me out as the doer of all the work in its 
preparation & I wrote and told them so today.  It is 
a fine book - the best of all those issued but I did 
not do the best work - it was done by to West Pub. 
Co’s editorial force! 
Attended a meeting of the Juneau Bar Association 
last night.  We appointed Com. to prepare 
Resolutions on the death of Judge Reed, another 
to get flowers etc. we all put in a years dues $250. 

Diary 38, 1928 
May 3-4 

-3rd – 
As usual in the office: I am gathering data for Intro-
Chap. Hist. Alaska, on Climate, etc.  Henry Roden 
and some other attorneys urge me to be a 
candidate Judge - but I cannot bring myself to go 
into a struggle of that kind.  Henry & Grover Winn 
say they are going to send a telegram tonight to 
Dan Sutherland & see what comes back. 

-4th - 
Busy as usual in the office.  Recd telegram from 
Sutherland asking me to send him a copy of my 
letter to Sec. Lane in 1921 denouncing his 
mismanagement in the construction of the Alaska 
Railroad. 
Attended Judge Reeds funeral today. 

Diary 38, 1928 
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-5th – 
Nothing new. rainy day. Am reading “Trader Horn,” 
-writing on my introductory Chapter on Climate & 
Nature Hist. of Alaska. 
Judge Reeds body went south by SS. Alice this 
morning.  Mrs. Reed & daughter went also. 

-6th - 
Henry Roden brought Sutherlands answer to the 
telegram which Henry sent him about the 
Judgeship.  Dan talked to the Atty Genl & 
Appointment Clerk – they said no hurry, & he said 
Rustgard & I both & others were being considered 

etc. but no hurry!  I guess they are waiting until 
after the Rep. Nat. Convention is held at Kansas 
City, before deciding on the matter!!  I do not 
expect appointment. 

Diary 38, 1928 
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-7th – 
Same as usual in the office. 

-8th - 
Same as usual in the office.  Mrs. Joynt & daughter 
have been in the hospital for several days - Dr. 
DeVigne says she is much better & able to travel 
and she will go on to Seattle.  Telegram from Mrs. 
Williams there says she will meet her when the 
Aleutian come to Seattle.   
I am going to Wrangell to take the depositions in 
Patenaude case & will be on same boat with her 
that far.  Had dinner with Mrs. B- this evening. 
Aleutian due at 8. p.m. Judge Lomen came in this 
afternoon from Seattle on “Alaska” & will hold court 
here - probably for the summer! 
Left for Wrangell on the Aleutian at 9 p.m. 

Diary 38, 1928 
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-9th – 
Reached Wrangell at 130 today. 
Mrs. Joynt & baby on board - looking well and 
happy - enroute to Seattle. 
Am at the Grant Hotel.  Sent telegram to Paul, at 
Ketchikan telling him to come at once.  He will 
probably not reach here till 11th. 

-10th – 
Waiting patiently for SS. Alameda with Wm L Paul, 
attorney for Patenaude. 
Came late today. 

-11th - 
We began taking testimony of Patenaude & wife at 
2 p.m. today - concluded at 6 p.m.  We were lucky 
enough to find a stenographer in SS. Office, but 
she was very slow & thus held us back etc.  
Depositions satisfactory to us. 

Diary 38, 1928 
May 12 

-12th - 
Boat = SS “Evans” due at 1130. 
There is the usual small crowd of prospectors 
going into the Cassiar mining country this spring up 
the Stikine River, on Sid Barrington’s boats. 
Charley Spann, Craig and one or two other old 
Fairbanks miners are here ready to go - they have 
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“claims” in there & are following the lure as bravely 
as they did in the Tanana 25 & thirty years ago!  
Have been trying to help a young fellow here get 
his wages from Berger, the Stikine flats farmer - 
but he is so miserably stubborn that we do not get 
him to pay.  I am leaving the matter so the young 
fellow can “carry on” when he gets the accounts 
written out.  The “Evans” came in afternoon & we 

Diary 38, 1928 
May 12 

12 
are enroute home.  Wrangell Narrows was 
interesting with dredges, boats 
& crews doing U.S. improvement of waterways 
through it course. 
Arrived in Petersburg about 6 oclock.  Busy with 
McGregor who must go at once to Juneau to 
prepare his defense for embezzlement of U.S. 
govt. funds while he was Deputy U.S. Marshal etc.  
I am one of his attorneys, and aiding him in 
consulting witnesses.  His wife is our best witness - 
he is only technically guilty - if at all, & I am going 
to do what I can for him on account, also, of his 
wife and children.  Wm. L. Paul, came to 
Petersburg -his mother met him at the wharf - she 
is a fine character - a large portly woman with 
strong mind & character. 

Diary 38, 1928 
May 13 

-13th - 
Arrived home this morning and found Lurch here 
from Harkrader, full of enthusiasm about the mine.  
Recd. a long letter from Donaldson assuring me 
that the coal is there and telling me how well they 
are doing.  He and 
Evans Jones. Supt. both seem to think it has the 
making of a real coal mine.  I find that Lerch 
brought over 50 sacks of the coal and has been 
giving it as much publicity as possible.  It has been 
placed on display in 3 store windows on Front 
street.  Lerch talked about their success at the 
meeting of the Chamber of Commerce & gave out 
a long interview which the Empire published.  He is 
certain it is sure to make a great coal mine, & the 
public seems to agree! 

Diary 38, 1928 
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[clipping]  

COAL SHIPMENT  

ARRIVES HERE  
FROM HARKRADER 

H.H. Lerch Comes with  
the Argo and 50 Sacks 

of Good, Hard Coal 
Howard H. Lerch, Secretary- Treasurer of the 

Admiralty Island Coal Company, arrived from the 
company’s mine at Harkrader yesterday with a 
quantity of coal on the company’s motor boat Argo, 
Capt. Ed McDougall.  Today the coal has been 
placed on exhibition in various Juneau houses-
including the Thomas Hardware Company; the 
Juneau-Young Hardware Company, Goldsteins 
Emporium, the Gastineau Hotel, Rhodes’ Café, 
George M. Simpkins Company, the First National 
Bank and the Empire Printing Company. 

The shipment of coal consisted of 50 sacks, 
weighing 5,248 pounds, nearly 105 pounds to the 
sack and a lump 3 feet long, 2 feet wide ands 10 
inches thick, weighing about 175 pounds.  The 
lump is on display at the Thomas Hardware 
Company. 

Hard Coal 
The coal is very hard, and, consequently, extra 

heavy, average 15 pounds to the sack heavier than 
the British Columbia or Puget Sound average.  
Evans Jones, the coal expert who recently became 
superintendent of the Admiralty Island Coal 
Company, says it is the best burning coal he has 
seen. 

Mr. Lerch, who will open an office in Juneau 
immediately for the Admiralty Island Coal 
Company, said this morning that the coal received 
was taken out during development work, but that 
within GO days coal will be taken out regularly for 
the market at the rate of 100 tons a day.  It will then 
be placed on the market in Juneau and elsewhere 
in Southeast Alaska.  “This is Southeast Alaska’s, 
and Juneau’s, coal mine,” said Mr. Lerch, “and we 
wish to make it serve Southeast Alaska and 
Juneau.” 

First Five Sacks Sold 
The first five sacks of coal taken out by the 

company was sold to Dan P. Mumbrue, of the U.S. 



Public Surveys Department, “Mr. Mumbrue said the 
Government ought to be the first customer of 
Southeast Alaska’s only coal mine,” said Mr. Lerch, 
“so he made the purchase.” 

Mr. Lerch is enthusiastic about the manner in 
which Mr. Jones has taken hold of operations at 
the mine and over his confidence in the value and 
workability of the mine.  He says Mr. Jones, who is 
an expert on coal mining and coal, is very favorably 
impressed with the outlook for the development of 
a successful mine. 

Superintendent Jones, who is in charge of 
operations, has not only been making plans for 
development of the veins that have been 
discovered, but he has been prospecting and has 
located three additional coal beds, according to Mr. 
Lerch. 

Writing of the situation at the mine, Robert S. 
Donaldson General Manager of the company, says 
the development work is progressing favorably.  
The stope is being extended to a further depth of 
480 feet, which will make the total depth 580 feet. 
At this depth it is the intention of the company to 
turn gangways east and west on the coal bed, and 
at every 50 feet interval to turn rooms. When this 
development is completed the company will be in 
position to assume a steady production of not less 
than 100 tons of coal a day.  During the interval a 
small quantity of coal recovered from the 
development work will be place on the market. 

To Install New Machinery 
It is the intention of the company, says Mr. 

Donaldson, to install machinery as soon as larger 
production can be accomplished so the coal may 
be washed and graded into lump, nut, pea and 
mine-run grades. 

At the present time ten men are employed at the 
mine, and this number will be increased as the 
work progresses.  It is the intention of the company 
to use two shifts on the work of driving deeper into 
the coal measures. 

The discovery of the indications of new coal beds 
encourage the company to believe that the lands 
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upon which they are centering their efforts contain 
many workable measures of high grade bituminous 
coal. 

Mr. Jones thinks that mining conditions are most 
favorable as the walls of the coal measures are 
ideal for successful mining with a minimum of 
expensive timbering. 

Alaska Coal Featured 
Coal from “Juneau’s own coal mine,” located in 

Kootznahoo Inlet at Harkrader, was featured at 
today’s luncheon.  Samples of this coal were 
placed about the table and made a favorable 
impression. 
The marketing of this product will begin in about 60 
days when the company will be in position to 
produce 100 tons daily, said Howard H. Lerch, 
Secretary Treasurer of the company.  Considerable 
development work must be started.  “We are here 
to serve and here to stay.  We hope to do Juneau a 
lot of good,” said Mr. Lerch. 
 
[clipping] 

WELCOME ANNOUNCEMENT. 
The good reports given out by the management 

of the Admiralty Island Coal Company are 
heartening.  If the coal ands opportunity to mine it 
are as good as these coal operators believe they 
are another important industry will soon be under 
way in this vicinity.  We say that advisedly for there 
is every evidence that the new coal mining 
company is competently organized and there is not 
a doubt but that there is a market at hand for a 
good little coal mine. 

A mine producing 7,000 or 8,000 tons of coal a 
month and employing 100 men would be a 
significant addition to the industrial activity of this 
section of Alaska.  If the coal is in the property as 
the managers hope and believe it to be, 
development will not stop.  It will continue to grow 
as the market for its product grows. 

Mr. Donaldson, Mr. Lerch, Mr. Jones and the 
others who are directing the affairs of the Admiralty 
Island Coal Company have the well wishes of this 
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community.  It is their plan to have their main 
offices in Juneau and the people here will look 
upon their enterprise as a local institution. 
 
Spent the evening with Mrs. Bishop.  I am getting 
the habit - & like it! 

-14th – 
As usual in the office. 
Telegraphic dispatches this afternoon say the 
President appointed Edgar J. Adams of Oregon as 
Judge in this Division to succeed Judge Reed. 
Well I am not sure we will not get a better set of 
officials if appointed by the Senator from Oregon 
as if they were appointed by an appointment clerk 
in the Dept. of Justice. 

Diary 38, 1928 
May 15-17 

-15th – 
Recd. telegram from Charles J. Peterson, Tacoma, 
saying Foshay & Co. have bought the Ketchikan 
Electric Light & Power Co. property & asking me to 
come there in ten days and assist in completing 
details, etc. 
Finished brief in Goldstein v Pond, on demurrer to 
Complaint, and am sending it out to Judge Hill at 
Valdez 

-16th – 
Working all day on McGregor case. 
Had Mr. & Mrs. Smith & Mrs. Bishop to dinner at 
the Gastineau Café.  Good dinner & pleasant 
evening. 

-17th - 
Spent the day on the McGregor case. 
Its a hard case & the facts are against us on 
technical points. 

Diary 38, 1928 
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-18th – 
Trial of Neil C. McGregor, for fraud in public 
accounts, etc.  Roden is examining the witnesses 
while I am preparing the instructions, etc. 

-19th - 
Second day of trial of U.S. v McGregor. 
They have made a hard case against him - and 
have rested.  We will go on with our case Monday 
morning. 

The Bar Association gave a banquet to Judge  
Lomen tonight at the Forget-me-not Tea Rooms.  

All members of the bar present, and we each and 
all made a speech of welcome, etc.  It was very 
tiresome - even to Judge Lomen. 

Diary 38, 1928 
May 20 

May 20th 1928. 
I have just written Darrell the following letter:  “My 
Dear Darrell: Mrs. Grace Elizabeth Bishop has 
resided in Juneau for 20 years; she is about 48 
years old, and was a particular and intimate friend 
of your mother’s.  She and Mrs. De Vighne and 
Mrs. Wallstein G. Smith were her constant weekly 
bridge playing friends.  Her husband was United 
States Marshal here in Juneau until the time of his 
death about ten years ago: she taught school 
before her marriage as well as after, and is now 
teaching, but will quit with the end of this term: she 
is a woman of intelligence, refinement and 
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fine character, a student and a reader of good 
books: she has the respect and confidence of the 
people of Juneau, and Mine likewise: she has 
many of those admirable womanly qualities which 
caused me to love your mother and my own 
mother above all other women.   

I intend, as you know, to continue to reside in  
Alaska, and I want a home of my own, and I need 
it.  I do not feel satisfied living like a traveler in a 
hotel, and will not be content either to impose upon 
you and Jane.  I must live my own life in my own 
way.  I am well and strong and my physician tells 
me that, barring accidents, I will continue to be so 
for many years yet, 
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so I have determined to get a home of my own and 
to marry Mrs. Bishop, who has consented, early in 
the fall, probably upon my return from the Kansas 
City trip.  I will leave for Kansas City within ten 
days, but letters addressed to me at the Frye hotel 
will reach me probably before I go to Kansas City, 
certainly on my return.   

I love you dearly, my son, and hope you will 
approve my determination to make my life more 
agreeable and happy in Alaska.  Give my love to 
Jane. Your devoted father. 

James Wickersham 



Anyway I feel obliged to advise him ahead of time - 
to see how he acts! 

Diary 38, 1928 
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-21st - 
[clipping] 

CORDOVA DAILY TIMES, MAY 21, 1928 
Party Promises Co-Operate  

With Captain Lathrop 
This year, to all appearances, the Democrats 

tried to break the Republicans ranks by having no 
contest in their own ranks.  Hundreds of good 
Democrats played gleefully with the Republicans 
primary ballots, and failed. 

For today the Republicans rank holds staunch 
and solid.  The Republicans who will represent 
Alaska at Kansas City will go as friends, and as the 
result of a move on the part of the so-called 
Wickersham force against the so-called Lathrop 
camp. 

Perhaps the two camps have different objectives 
even today, and perhaps they may never meet 
personally, but for the good of the party, in loyalty 
to their own party ideals, they have reached out 
their hands and shake, mutual cooperation, 
forgetting the conflicts of the past, bound solidly for 
constructive legislation as far as they are able to 
secure it. 

The following cable was sent by Dr. Will H. 
Chase and James Wickersham to Captain A.E. 
Lathrop, as the indication on the part of his 
supposedly opponents, that the part y interest must 
come before all else: “Capt. Austin E. Lathrop,  
Anchorage, Alaska.   
“The election returns indicate your election as 
Republican Committeeman, Alaska.  We intend to 
go to Kansas City and invite you to meet us in 
Seattle about June 1, and accompany us to 
Republican National Convention so all of Alaska’s 
elected Representatives may act in unity and 
friendly cooperation so far as possible in the 
interest of our territory.  We suggest you see 
Gottstein and if he can not go secure his proxy if 
possible and let us make a friendly appearance 
there for the benefit of Alaska.  Please answer 

friendly, for Alaska needs united action. 
WILL H. CHASE 
JAMES WICKERSHAM 
 

Trial of U.S. v McGregor all day - its a bad case 
and nothing but the sympathy of the jury will save 
him.  Roden is making a fine tight against heavy 
odds - I am doing what I can to assist him in the 
law points. 
 
[clipping] 

FIRST COAL OF  
LOCAL COMPANY  

IS ON MARKET 
Four Hundred Sacks of 

Coal from Harkrader 
Go on Sale in Juneau 

Bringing four hundred sacks of coal, the first to 
come to the local market from, the Admiralty Island 
Coal Company at Harkrader, the Argo, Capt. Ed. 
McDougall, arrived in port from Kootznahoo Inlet 
this morning. 

Although samples of the product at Harkrader 
were brought to Juneau a short while ago, the coal 
brought here today by the Argo is the first which is 
to be placed on the local market for sale. 

Robert S. Donaldson, President and Manager of 
the company, was a passenger on the Argo.  He 
said today offices would be established here within 
the next few days, and would be under the 
direction of Howard Lerch, Secretary. 

With the first of their coal on the market here, 
mining operations will be carried on vigorously, Mr. 
Donaldson said.  Activities at Harkrader are 
progressing favorably, he declared, and the 
produce of the mine will be brought to Juneau 
regularly hereafter.  Nothing to hamper operations 
has occurred yet, he added, and spoke 
optimistically of the rapid strides which have been 
made. 

Dr. Howe Vance, who left here on the Argo early 
this week, also returned. 
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Diary 38, 1928 
May 22 

-22nd - 
A most bitter and determined fight to protect 
McGregor’s interest - we think the judge has laid 
down the wrong rule of law, which prevents us from 
making any defense, and we are going over his 
head - to the jury.  Evidence in and in our 
arguments we appeal to the jury to decide for us 
upon the ground of unfairness, & Judge Lomen 
squirms & criticizes us, & in turn we shrug our 
shoulders to the jury - and I think they will protect 
the defendant, anyway!  Case went to the jury at 3 
oclock, p.m., after one of 
the most bitter contests I ever engaged in before a 
jury.  It was justified by the courts rulings, which I 
denounced to the jury 

Diary 38, 1928 
May 23 

-23rd - 
After an all-night retirement the jury was dragooned 
this morning about 7 oclock into a decision - they 
found McGregor “Not Guilty” on the short 
indictment containing three counts, and “disagreed” 
on the larger indictment.  Judge Lomen urged 
agreement, but informed them he intended to leave 
for Seattle on the SS. “Alaska” - at 8. a.m.  We are 
informed the jury stood 9 to 3 in our favor & would 
have decided “Not guilty” on six other counts in the 
larger indictment if Lomen had given them time 
enough. 

The board of directors of the Admiralty Is. Coal  
Co. held its meeting in my office last night and 
fixed the price at which they will sell coal in Juneau 
for a time at least, at $1.00 per ton less than other 
companies are now selling for. 

Diary 38, 1928 
May 24 

-24th - 
I am closing up matters in my office & will go to 
Seattle on the first boat.  I will remain there until 
Sutherland comes on from Washington & we have 
a conference about the political situation after 
which I will go to Kansas City Convention. 
Had Dr & Mrs. DeVighne & Mr. & Mrs. W.K. Keller 
& Mrs. Bishop for dinner this evening at Forget-Me-
Not tea rooms, after which we spent the evening at 
Mrs. B’s house.  She has been 8th grade teacher 
under Prof. Keller & now quits.  We will be married 
on my return to Seattle from the Kansas City 

Convention - at her sisters home at Kent, near 
Seattle.  I will buy a home here in Juneau - she is 
agreeable to remaining in Alaska. 

Diary 38, 1928 
May 25 

-25th - 
Arranged my affairs - paid my bills, etc. and will go 
to Seattle on SS. Rogers tonight.  Spent the 
evening with Mrs. Bishop, caught the Rogers at 1 
a.m.  This afternoon we looked around town for a 
home.  I authorized Lockie McKinnon to take an 
option on the Peterson lots - in front of the court 
house at not to exceed $4,000, & one half on the 
half lots next to Billy Bausch’s lots. 
Mrs. B. says she had a fine time with her school 
children - she gave them ice cream & cake - & a 
regular party.  They gave her a present of a silver 
cream pot & sugar bowl! 
The paper will announce our engagement. 

Diary 38, 1928 
May 26-28 

-26th – 
S.S. Rogers at Petersburg this morning. 
I had conference with the McGregors - and met 
many of my friends and political supporters - Same 
at Wrangell this afternoon. 
The purser on the boat moved my quarters to one 
of the best rooms!  I shall now be very comfortable 
all the way to Seattle. 
 
[clipping] 

MRS. BISHOP AND  
JUDGE WICKERSHAM  

TO BE MARRIED 
The engagement of Mrs. Grace E. Bishop to 

Judge James Wickersham has been announced 
during the week.  The marriage will take place in 
Seattle later in the summer, after Judge 
Wickersham returns from the Republican National 
convention in Kansas City, said Mrs. Bishop today. 
Both Mrs. Bishop and Judge Wickersham are 
extremely well known here and have been 
prominent locally for many years.  Mrs. Bishop has 
for some time been connected with the Juneau 
public schools and is now principal of the grammar 
school.  Judge Wickersham, who came to Alaska 
as Federal Judge in 1900 and has been actively 
interested in the Territory since then, served for 



several years as Delegate to Congress. 
Among the parties which have been given for 

Mrs. Bishop was a tea at which a group of teachers 
were hosts, at the Forget-Me-Not Tea Room on 
Thursday afternoon.  Mrs. Bishop was presented 
with a lovely luncheon set. 

Judge Wickersham left on the Admiral Rogers for 
Seattle from where he will go to Kansas City to 
attend the Republican National convention which 
begins on June 12. 

-27th – 
Crossed Milbank Sound late this evening. 

-28th - 
Passed through Seymour Narrows at 3 p.m. and 
ran out of the rain into sunshine!  Nothing of 
interest & no body I know on the boat - Quiet. 

Diary 38, 1928 
May 29 

-29th - 
Landed in Seattle this morning at 10 oclock, & went 
to Hotel Frye.  Met Gov. & Mrs. Strong & Will Steel, 
& other Alaskans.  Am greatly delighted to find in 
this evenings paper the clipping attached hereto! 
 
[clipping] 

Senators Reject  
Oregon Man For  
Alaska Judgeship 

By Associated Press. 
WASHINGTON, Tuesday, May 29.- By a close 
vote the Senate today rejected the nomination of 
Edgar J. Adams, of Eugene, Or., to be federal 
judge for the first division of Alaska. 

Rejection was on the ground that Mr. Adams is a 
nonresident of Alaska.  Confirmation of the 
appointment of Mr. Adams, who once was 
secretary to former Senator Stanfield of Oregon, 
was opposed by Dan Sutherland, delegate from 
Alaska, who urged in a letter that Alaskan judges 
be selected from within the territory. 
 
Will Steel had shown me a letter from Dan about 
the matter with which he enclosed a copy of a letter 
he sent to every member of the U.S. Senate 
protesting against Adams confirmation on the 
ground that he was not an Alaskan.  This refusal 

Diary 38, 1928 
May 29 

29 
of the Senate to confirm on that ground is a 
decided victory for Home Rule in Alaska. 
I sent Dan this telegram tonight: 
“Congratulations on your splendid Senate victory in 
favoring Alaskans for Alaska, and winning fight for 
home rule stop am anxious to see you and will 
certainly assist you at convention to support those 
who assisted you stop I am to marry Mrs. Bishop 
on my return from Kansas City.” 
Spent the afternoon ordering some new clothes. 
Have been invited to attend noon meeting of the 
Young Mens Republican Club on Thursday.  Also 
Tom Aitken invited me to dinner at his home tomor-
row evening - accepted. 
Received a beautiful letter from Mrs. Bishop - and 
am writing her one - a letter - tonight. 

Diary 38, 1928 
May 30 

-30th - 
Decoration Day!  Up early, bath and breakfast - 
caught the 830 interurban car for Tacoma, and 
thence by street car to the Tacoma cemetery, 
where I put flowers on my family graves - the 
cemetery was beautiful - green trees & green 
lawns, crowds of people with flowers - taps, 
salutes, & good bye for another year. 
Found Peterson in his office & we talked Foshay’s 
Alaskan investments for an hour, & he urged me to 
return to Alaska from Kansan City - via Minneapolis 
& the Foshay offices, etc. all of which I may have to 
do. 
Dinner tonight with Tom & Mrs. Aitken at their 
apartments - Mrs. McKinnon present - a very 
enjoyable evening. 

Diary 38, 1928 
May 31 

-31st - 
Recd. telegram from Sutherland this morning 
saying he would be in Seattle on Sunday.  Also a 
beautiful letter from Darrell quite approving my 
marriage with Mrs. Bishop - a letter that will please 
her greatly.  Also a fine letter of congratulations 
from Mrs. Patton of Hoquiam - bless her heart.  
Also another letter from Grace Elizabeth. 
Remained around the Hotel all day.  Attended a 
luncheon at noon in the Restaurant of the L.C. 
Smith Bldg. given by the Young Mens Republican 
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Club. 
Mrs. Minnie France, my cousin Minnie called me 
on the telephone & congratulated me about my 
marriage - so its been a very pleasant day. Long 
visit with Gov. & Mrs. Strong - who are at this 
Hotel. 

Diary 38, 1928 
June 1  

-June 1st - 
Wrote to Darrell today & told him how pleased I 
was at his approval of my determination to marry 
Mrs. Bishop: also Had Judge Lomen to lunch, & 
asked him to write a letter to the Dept. of Justice 
asking for the dismissal of the McGregor indictment 
at Juneau.  Wrote him a letter making the same 
request at his suggestion.  Had dinner this evening 
with Gov & Mrs. Strong. Called on John P. 
Hartman, Mr. Peoples & Parsons, Pres. Dexter 
Horton Bank.  Recd. letter from Ralph Metcalf, 
chairman Com. of Arrangements, Wash. delegation 
to Rep. Nat. Con, asking the Alaska delegates to 
go to Kansas City on their special train.  A busy 
day - Harold telephoned he would come down 
tomorrow evening & take dinner with me. 

Diary 38, 1928 
June 2-3 

-June 2nd - 
Chas. J. Peterson - atty. for Foshay Co. went to 
Alaska this morning: I met him at the wharf & 
consulted with him & received a letter etc. from him 
about meeting the Co’s officials at Minneapolis.  
Dr. Chase came on SS “Aleutian” at 4 oclock. 
Sec. Theile refused to give any of us a certificate of 
election!  But may telegraph one on July 11tth! - & 
then he may not!  Excuse: election returns not 
received! 
Harold came down from Enumclaw & took dinner 
with me.  Recd. a letter on the “Aleutian” from 
Grace Elizabeth. 

-3rd - 
Sunday.  Sutherland arrived early this morning & 
we have been busy talking politics to him all day.  
He cannot 

Diary 38, 1928 
June 3 

3 
tell us much more about general political than we 
already know - We went out riding with him - over 
to Tacoma & through the valleys - a pleasant trip. 
Recd a telegram from Grace Elizabeth saying: “Mr. 

McKinnon secured option on half lot for two 
thousand leaving on Princess Alice June third”, 
which means that we can have a home on the lot 
alongside of Billy Bousch’s place on the Rock in 
front of the court house - & she will be here 
Wednesday evening - before I start to Kansas City 
on Thursday! 
Sent telegrams tonight to Clerk of District Court at 
Juneau, Valdez, & Fairbanks asking for total votes 
cast in 1, 3, & 4 divisions for Delegates to the Rep. 
Nat. Con.!! 

Diary 38, 1928 
June 4 

-4th - 
Sutherland and I called and had a long conference 
with Mr. Skinner today about bill to lease trap site 
locations to trap men. Much talk but no agreement.  
Bought my ticket via N.P. Ry. to Kansas City & 
return by way of Minneapolis - where I am to see 
Foshay & Co.  Many Alaskans called. Had Judge 
Lomen to lunch with me - & Dr. Chase.  Talk with 
Charley Dittemier, editor & one of the owners of the 
Dawson Daily News about securing files of paper 
for my library - am to see other partners with in 
paper tomorrow.  Some mail from office today & 
wrote letters in reply. Consulting with Capt. 
Dampman about Admiralty Is. coal - transportation. 

Diary 38, 1928 
June 5 

-5th - 
Received today telegraphic certificates from Clerks 
of District Court at Juneau, Valdez, Fairbanks & 
Nome, election returns for Delegates to Rep. Nat. 
Convention - so that is that!  They are sufficient 
even if Theile fails to come through. 
Made deed today conveying my 1/2 int in 
Harkrader Coal Claim to Company & sent it by mail 
to John Reck, Juneau.  Answering 
correspondence.  Many Alaskans called -politics 
talked!  Mrs. Gov. Strong took our pictures - a large 
group of Alaskans. 
Grace will be here tomorrow and will be surprised 
to find me here - she expects I am on my way to or 
in Kansas City!  Am delighted to be here to meet 
her. 

Diary 38, 1928 
June 6 

-6th - 
Did nothing today except to wait for Grace 
Elizabeth to come at 830 this evening on the SS. 



Margarite - which she did!  She looked fine & I was 
proud of her.  Harold came down from Enumclaw & 
went to the wharf with me & greeted his “Aunt 
Grace” with a Kiss, bless his dear soul! 
The Strongs - Calderheads & Sutherland and Dr. 
Chase & Harold were in the drawing room & we 
had a nice visit with her.  She seemed greatly 
pleased at the way we all received her.  She is a 
fine wholesome woman, and I am sure we will live 
happily.  Harold has promised me to come & see 
her at Kent - at her sisters - until I come back from 
Kansas City. 

Diary 38, 1928 
June 7 

-7th - 
Breakfast with Grace Elizabeth this morning & 
started east on N.P. at Eleven oclock - (I had to 
quit [writing] until off the train - owing to rough. 
track). 
My party included Dr. H.W. Chase, of Cordova and 
Will A. Steel, of Juneau.  Capt. A.E. Lathrop went 
on ahead on some errand about which we knew 
nothing.  There are two Pullman sleeping cars & 
they are filled with Western Washington Hoover 
delegates - we will pick up the rest of the 
Washington Hoover delegation at Spokane.  They 
have already begun a systematic effort to persuade 
us to support Hoover - but we agreed on a course 
of silent treatment & we have maintained it closely! 

Diary 38, 1928 
June 8 

-8th - 
In Montana today. 
Most of the Oregon Hoover delegates joined our 
train last night at Spokane & the balance of those 
from Washington, and today we are picking up the 
Montana delegates as we go eastward.  We let the 
enthusiastic Hoover delegates talk but refused to 
commit ourselves to them.  Reached Billings late 
this evening & go from here over the Burlington 
Route.  Have had good visits & pleasant 
conversations with Ed. Sims, Mark Reid & Ralph 
Metcalf, leaders of the Washington delegation - but 
listen only!  I think they are now of the opinion that 
we are not for Hoover - but that’s all! 
Had a very pleasant talk with Mark Reed about his 
brother Judge Reed. 

Diary 38, 1928 
June 9 

-9th - 
Our train passed through Nebraska today - but 
nothing of interest. 
Many of the Washington and some other 
delegations - now that they have concluded the 
Alaska delegates are not for Hoover are beginning 
to talk to us in a confidential way, and we discover 
that some of them would prefer Dawes or Lowden - 
but they are serving under pledges & cannot vote 
their sentiments.  There are three ladies in the 
Washington Delegation - they are loyally for 
Hoover - as many women are.  Ralph Metcalf - of 
Tacoma, had a bad case of heart attack - Dr. 
Chase took charge & he was soon put to bed 
Will be in K.C. in the morning. 

Diary 38, 1928 
June 10 

-10th - 
We reached Kansas City at about 8 oclock this 
morning. Dr. Chase and I went to the Savoy Hotel, 
while Will Steel stopped at the Glennon.  Harry 
Steel has not yet reached, but we found Capt. 
Lathrop at the Savoy.  After baths - breakfast etc. 
we hunted up Senator Curtis’ headquarters & 
Chase, Will Steel & I called on him.  We told him 
we were friendly & would give him support, etc.  He 
seemed very greatly pleased and spoke highly 
about Sutherland & Wm L. Paul, both of whom he 
knows quite well.  We then went to Gov. Lowden’s 
headquarters and he was also greatly pleased we 
told him we intended to cast one vote for him & one 
for Senator Curtis, and would support the alliance 

Diary 38, 1928 
June 10 

10 
against the Hoover combination & would give our 
two votes either to him or Curtis when it would to 
either of them some read good - if that time ever 
arrived!  Chase & I and Will Steel had agreed on 
this course even before we left Seattle - and we will 
carry it out if Hoover does not stampede the 
convention.  Harry White, of Los Angeles, came to 
see us, urged us to support Hoover, etc.  I asked to 
see Jas. M. Good, of Iowa, whom I knew for years 
in Congress, & we are to call on him tomorrow - 
merely in 
a friendly way - that’s all!  My Alaska friend “Doc” - 
H.M. Holmes, whom I knew at Nome & the Iditarod 
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called - he is a Delegate from Amarillo, Texas, & 
while he is instructed for Hoover - is not so 

Diary 38, 1928 
June 10 

10 
enthusiastic as he probably once was - I told him 
frankly we could not support Hoover - though we 
had no animosity toward him etc.  Capt. Lathrop 
seems to be pleased that we treat him so friendly.  
He was a candidate for Rep. Nat. Committeeman & 
the race between him & Albrecht is so close that 
we cannot yet determine which of them was really 
elected in the primary election of April 27th last, so 
we cannot secure him a seat as member of the 
Rep. Nat. Com.  But we treat him in the most 
friendly way and say that if he can secure a 
certificate of election we will recommend that he be 
seated - but his friend Karl Theile will not certify to 
his election & there that matter stands.  But this 

Diary 38, 1928 
June 10 

10 
(Sunday) afternoon we presented the certificates of 
election which I secured while in Seattle from the 
four clerks of the district courts of Alaska, and 
Chairman Butler certified our credentials & we 
were given seats - also we carried through the two 
Alternates.  Will Steel has the proxy of Grant, of 
Wrangell, while Capt. Lathrop has the proxy of 
Gottstein, of Anchorage, and this action seats 
Chase and me as Delegates & Steel and Lathrop 
as Alternates, and there is peace and general 
satisfaction among Alaskans tonight.  Invited them 
all to dinner as my guests at the Savoy! & it was a 
good dinner & cocktails. 
Wrote Grace Elizabeth a nice, long letter. 
A Mr. Coppes (whose mother was a Wickersham) 
& Col. Ray, of Oklahoma, took Chase, Steel & me 
out automobiling & we saw the beautiful parts of 
K.C. in that way & greatly enjoyed the ride. 

Diary 38, 1928 
June 11 

-11th - 
Chase & I got to work on our assignments of our 
delegates to committee this morning.  Chase to 
Com. on Credentials and to organization - I to 
Com. on Platform & order of business.  I am Ch. of 
the Delegation, and we put Will A. Steel on Com. to 
Notify the President & Arthur Frame, of Anchorage 

on Com. to Notify the Vice President!!  Lathrop 
objected to Arthur - but Chase answered him 
furiously! but we quieted them down.  We put Mrs. 
Forest J. Hunt on as Committeewoman for Alaska!  
Will Steel objected but yielded to my quiet 
statement that she must 

Diary 38, 1928 
June 11 

11 
go on.  Chase agreed & it went.  I put Chase on as 
Honorary V.P. for Alaska, though he urged me.  
We added a note to the list of assignments that we 
could not tell from elections returns who (Lathrop 
or Albrecht) 
was elected as National Committeeman but that 
the one elected & 
received the Certificate of Election should be put 
on the list, according to the laws of Alaska.  We 
also prepared a Resolution to go in the Nat. Plat. 
about government & appointments in Alaska & I 
am to get it adopted 
if possible.  Visited the various headquarters. 

Diary 38, 1928 
June 11 

11 
Our crowd – Steel’s, Chase & Lathrop called at 
Hoover Hdqs. & saw my friend James M. Good, - 
Hoovers manager.  He was very pleased to see me 
& said many nice things to the party about me.  I 
answered saying that I had called to pay my 
respects etc. & that if he was a candidate for 
President I would vote for him.  He was fine, but 
with the declaration of my kind regards for him we 
left without more ado.  A big public parade tonight 
which I saw from the top of a cab. No one knows 
tonight what will happen in the way of a 
nomination! 

Diary 38, 1928 
June 12 

-12th - 
The Republicans National Convention met at 10 
oclock - many people, much noise - but little 
enthusiasm for it was generally conceded that the 
action of Pennsylvania in coming out strong for 
Hoover gave him almost certain victory.  The usual 
preliminaries - music - keynote speech, 
appointment of committees, etc.  Song by Madame 
Schuman Heinke. Keynote speech by Senator 
Fess, & adjournment until 10 a.m. tomorrow. 
I met with the Com. on Platform - hours of 



hearings, & Senator Borah moved that a sub-
committee of 15 be appointed to write the platform 
carried: I gave 

Diary 38, 1928 
June 13 

12 
him a copy of a short Alaska plank we Alaskans 
had agreed on, - he will attend to its presentation to 
the sub-committee.  I had presented it to the 
general committee - but feared it would be 
overlooked if not given into the hands of some 
particular friend. 

Capt. Lathrop & Harry Steel have been for 
Hoover all the time & are very happy to see his 
present prospect of success.  Chase & I will vote 
one vote for Senator Curtis and one for Gov. 
Lowden - tomorrow - if nothing happens to change 
the situation - as we promised them we would. 
If they withdraw we may be forced to join the 
“bankwagon” crowd. 

Diary 38, 1928 
June 13 

-13th - 
Convention this morning perfected a permanent 
organization by adopting the Report of the 
Credentials Com. & then electing permanent 
officers.  It then adjourned until 2 oclock to await 
the report of the Com. on Platform - of which I am a 
member.  We worked on the Platform until 7 p.m. 
and from 8 to 11 p.m.  The great fight was on the 
Farm Relief plank over which a fierce fight was 
waged: I voted with the Farmers contingent though 
I well knew it was hopeless, for we were beaten 
more than 2 to 1. - still I thought they were right & 
so voted. 
The Alaska plank reported was good as far as it 
went - but I did 

Diary 38, 1928 
June 13 

13 
not make a fight for the plank I offered, as it was 
pretty largely covered by the plank entitled “Home 
Rule” - in which Senator Borah moved an 
amendment of the words “or territorial,” which was 
adopted.  I greatly enjoyed my service on this Com. 
- it was exciting, invigorating and improving.  My 
vote on the Farm Relief plank greatly pleased Sen. 
Norbeck of N.D. and his friends.  Senator Borah 
was very king and friendly & altogether I feel repaid 
for the long hours of waiting & work in attendance 

on the Committee, of course.  I made no speech - 
just listened and voted & quietly got a better 
acquaintance with the members. 

Diary 38, 1928 
June 13 

13 
Chase and I and Lathrop each received a telegram 
from Carl Theile, Sec. Ter. from Juneau, this 
afternoon, dated today, saying he had forwarded a 
certificate of the facts of our election by mail this 
day!!  If I had not secured the four certificates by 
telegraphy in Seattle from the four Clerks of the 
District Court - we would have not even been 
seated in the Convention.  It was a most malicious 
political trick, but one just like the Federal Bunch in 
Juneau would do.  A foolish, childish thing - and 
just what I anticipated when I telegraphed to the 
Clerks for certificates from Seattle! 

Diary 38, 1928 
June 14 

13 
To do the trick against us he (Carl Theile) treated 
Lathrop the same way - one of our political 
opponents & a supposed friend of Karls friends - 
and Lathrop is now furious at him.  Lathrop is hurt, 
for he must go home without being seated; though 
we have treated him in such a fair and friendly way 
that the is very appreciative of our actions. 

The convention tomorrow morning can begin with 
the Platform & after that make the nomination.  It 
seems certain today that Hoover will be nominated 
& I intend to vote for him when he acts enough 
votes before I vote to nominate him.  I will get on 
the band wagon. 

Diary 38, 1928 
June 14-15 

-14- 
Big bank robbery at 10 oclock this morning within 4 
blocks of Convention Hall - the robbers got 
$20,000 & killed a policeman & shot others!   

Strong fight over Farm Relief plank - we voted 
with Farmers & were beaten. 
Nominations tonight - Lowden withdrew - Hoover 
nominated.  Alaska voted for Hoover.   
We have stood with Lowden - Curtis - Farmers - 
crowd.  We went & talked to Curtis who told us 
frankly he was beaten & to vote for our interests - 
so did Lowden’s manager - hence our vote!! 

Also I am Beginning to have a suspicion that  
Borah, Good & 
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Diary 38, 1928 
June 15 

14 
other of my friends are to be very close to the 
Hoover administration.  Dispatches say that Mrs. 
Borah was with the family party of the Hoover’s in 
Washington this evening “listening in” while the 
Sen. was leading the Hoover battle, etc.  Borah is 
the Chairman of the Senate Com. on Foreign 
Affairs & might make a good Sec. of State! 

-15th – 
Spent the forenoon buying some small presents for 
the family.  Attended the Convention at 12m.  We 
presented Mrs. Forest J. Hunt, of Ketchikan as our 
National Committeewoman - but owning to the 
want of Certificate of Election or accurate info-
rmation about the result of the election between 
Albrecht 

Diary 38, 1928 
June 15 

15 
and Lathrop we were not able to present the name 
of our member of the National Committee!  We did 
recommend that the one who finally received the 
majority of vote in the primary vote on April 27th 
last, & received the certificate of election should he 
seated.  The struggle over the nomination for the 
Vice Presidents office was rather tame.  Borah 
presented the name of Senator Curtis, of Kansas: 
others were nominated but withdrew, until Curtis 
only was left.  He received the full vote of the 
Convention, except a few scattered votes & the 
ticket thus nominated is.  
Hoover and Curtis. 

Diary 38, 1928 
June 15 

15 
I am satisfied with the ticket & of course, will do 
what I can to elect our nominees.  I would rather 
have had Senator Curtis nominated for President 
but he was not.  I am greatly pleased to have him 
nominated for V.P. and will stand up for both 
Hoover & Curtis in Alaska.  I left Kansas City at 5 
p.m. on the C & Great Western Ry for Minneapolis 
- where I will call on the Foshay Co. about the Net- 
plants at the request of Peterson. 
Lathrop came with me as far as St. Paul.  Will & 
Harry Steel will go to the Dem. Con. at Houston 
Texas, while Dr. Chase goes to Denver on 
business. 

Diary 38, 1928 
June 15 

Diary 38, 1928 
June 16 

-16th - 
Arrived in Minneapolis at 8:35 went to Radisson 
hotel - after a “clean up”, I went to call on the 
attorneys for Foshay & Co.  Met Mr. Duxbury, who 
has charge of the Foshay work in the Ketchikan 
utility matter.  Nothing much to do in the legal 
phase, for Peterson has it well in hand & about 



finished to suit.  Duxbury took me to the Foshay 
offices, where I met Foshay himself & Mr. Andrus 
one of his force had a good talk with both of them.  
Mr. & Mrs. Duxbury took me out automobile riding 
though Minn. & St Paul.  Left for West on N.P. at 
11:45 p.m. 

Diary 38, 1928 
June 16 

16 
[clipping] 

THE BALLOT THAT NAMED HOOVER 
[list of National Convention voting results] 

 
Senator Curtis of Kansas was nominated by a 
unanimous vote after all the “favorite sons” -- 
Filson & others were withdrawn.  Alaska, of course, 
voted for Curtis.  He was our first choice for 
President but the Hoover votes were enough to 
nominate him on the first ballot. 

Diary 38, 1928 
June 16-18 
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The most important contest matter in the 
Convention was that Farm Relief plank = vote as 
follows: 
 
[clipping] 

Vote on Minority Farm Plank. 
[list of voting results] 

-17th – 
On train, N.P. Ry. through North Dakota today.  
Mark Reed 

-18th - 
Through Montana today - Mark 

Diary 38, 1928 
June 18-19 

18 
Reed & Elfindahl, two Washington delegates some 
Oregon & Idaho delegates on the train from 
Billings. 

-19th - 
Arrived in Seattle this morning at 610 a.m.  Had 
trouble to get a room at the Frye Hotel - 
overflowing with Kiwanians.  Grace was at Kent 
with her sister. Got all cleaned up etc. my new 
black suit came from the Tailors.  Also had my first 
completed copy of my Bibliography.  Grace came & 
we had dinner together.  We have agreed to get 
married on Monday or Tuesday probably the latter 
date: visited with Gov & Mrs. Strong. 

Diary 38, 1928 
June 20 

-20th - 
Up at 7. & had breakfast with Grace: 
We took the 8 a.m. interurban train - she left it at 
Kent - to her sisters where she is making clothes 
etc. while I went on to Tacoma - had a conference 
with Chas. T. Peterson about Alaska utility matters 
for Foshay & Co: also with Winden & Hopping 
provided for drawing $4,000, for building home in 
Juneau - $5,000 from Dexter Horton Nat. Bank my 
bonds - for same use.  Back to Seattle - Took 
Grace & Gov. & Mrs. Strong to dinner at the 
Olympic Hotel & then to 5th Ave. Theater she has 
decided on the kind of a ring she wants & I will get 
it tomorrow.  Attended to other business matters 
today. 

Diary 38, 1928 
June 21-22 

-21st – 
Busy buying clothes, etc, and also attending to 
errands about town. 
Grace came in from Kent, where she has been 
arranging her wardrobe, & preparing for our 
marriage next Tuesday - Dinner with her & we went 
to the Pantages Theater. 

-22nd - 
Recd. first conies of my Bibliography of Alaskan 
Literature, 1724 - 1924, for distribution this day.  
Gave copy to Gov. & Mrs. J.F.A. Strong, who are 
at this hotel, & to my friend Edw. N. Allen, an 
enthusiastic collector of Alaskana.  Also sent 
copies to Seattle Post - Intelligencer, Seattle 
Times, & the University of Washington in care of 
Mr. Smith, Librarian. 

Diary 38, 1928 
June 23-24 

-23rd – 
Shopped part of the day with Grace.  Bought her 
two hats, mirror, brush & comb, a wedding ring, 
etc. bless her!  This evening we went out to Kent & 
had dinner with her sister - Mrs. Faucher - present 
Mr. & Mrs. Faucher, Mrs. Miles & daughter - 
another sister from Seattle, and her daughter, & 
others.  I enjoyed meeting them & think better of 
grace very day - God bless her. 

-24th - 
Sunday:  Harold came from Enumclaw & met us at 
the Frye Hotel at 10. a.m. with his automobile = We 
went to Grace’s old home on the Seattle-Tacoma 
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boulevard & got Peggy Miles - & then on to 
Tacoma, where I showed Grace my C. Street 
home - then out to the farm – 

Diary 38, 1928 
June 24 

24 
and thence on to Buckley - we called on Harry at 
the old Home & then went to visit Uncle Tom & 
Aunt Kate.  After a pleasant visit with them we went 
on to Enumclaw - Harold gave us a fine dinner at 
his home.  We then went out to visit the mills - then 
back to Kent & took Peggy Miles home - then to 
Seattle.  Harold brought Miss Margaret Case to the 
Frye & had dinner with us.  Visited in the lobby with 
Gov & Mrs. Strong, Grace, Harold, Margaret, and 
others - Grace & I then went to her large room & 
discussed the items of our wedding on Tuesday 
evening.  We are to be married at her old home - 
on the Boulevard - with her sisters & a few friends, 
Harold & some of his cousins, etc. 

Diary 38, 1928 
June 25 

-25th - 
Gave copies of my Biblio. to my friends Dr. Chase, 
of Cordova & to Henry W. Elliott, the Alaskan Fur 
Seal author, & sent a copy by mail to Mrs. Sarah 
McM. Patton, Hoquiam, Wash.  Also sent Darrell a 
copy & gave one to Harold W. Hanson, my dear 
nephew.   Grace is attending a luncheon of 
Klondike and Alaskan ladies at some restaurant 
with Mrs. Gov. Strong, and Mrs. Gov. Black - of 
Dawson.  She was one of the four guests and is 
greatly pleased at the reception given her.  Harold 
France - my cousin Ninnies son, & his wife called - 
they took Grace out to Kent - to her sisters - where 
she will stay until our wedding tomorrow evening. 

Diary 38, 1928 
June 26 

-26th - 
Married to Grace Elizabeth Bishop 
at her old home place, on new Tacoma-Seattle 
Blvd - midway between the two cities, at 8. p.m. by 
Rev. Dr. Sulliger, of Tacoma, pastor of the 
Methodist Church - present Graces two sisters, 
Mrs. Miles & Peggy, Harold Hanson, my nephew & 
six of his six-foot cousins.  Gov & Mrs. Strong, 
Judge Clay Allen & wife, etc about 30 persons in 
all.  Their names were all signed in the Certificate 
Book given to Grace - Harold took Gov & Mrs. 
Strong & me out.  Grace was there - & Harold 

brought us back to the Frye Hotel. 

Diary 38, 1928 
June 27 

-27th - 
Grace & I have been resting quietly today - but 
getting ready to go to Juneau Saturday on the SS 
___________.  Our friends gave us some presents 
but as our marriage was quiet & no invitations were 
issued they have generally let us “rest in peace”  
Attended theater tonight – “The Blue Mouse,”  I 
called & had a long talk about political matters with 
Mr. O’Malley, Supt. bureau of Fisheries & also with 
Mr. D.E. Skinner!   

Much noise coming over the radio from the 
Democratic Convention at Houston, Texas: Smith 
will probably be nominated by the Democrats! 
The Seattle Post – 

Diary 38, 1928 
June 27-28 

27 
[from below a faded picture of Debbie or Grace 
reading in a rocking chair before a window:] 
Intelligencer had these two personals in its 
columns this morning: 
 
[clipping] 

WICKERSHAM 
MARRIED HERE 

Two Alaskan sourdoughs, both of whom have 
seen the ice come and go on the Yukon, were 
joined in marriage last night. 

They are Judge James Wickersham, former 
congressional delegate to Alaska, and Mrs. Grace 
Bishop, widow of a late United States marshal at 
Juneau.  The nuptials took place before a 
gathering of old friends and pioneer Alaskans at 
the farm home of Mrs. Bishop near Tacoma. 
 
[clipping] 

ALASKA BOOK IS 
BY WICKERSHAM 

Everything, or as nearly everything as human 
research could uncover, that has ever been written 
about Alaska, its history and resources, has been 
made available to the student of Alaskan affairs 
through a new book, “A Bibliography of Alaskan 



Literature,” just off the press. 
The author, who admits his job got bigger and 
bigger as it progressed until he marveled at all that 
had actually gotten into print about the vast North 
territory, is none other than the Hon. James 
Wickersham, a man who needs no introduction in 
the Northwest. 

-28th - 
We went to Lowman & Hanford & ordered writing 
paper with Graces monogram, etc.  Left them an 
order for 100 copies of Bibliography of Alaska 
Literature they told me they already had orders 
yesterday etc.  Grace attended luncheon given by 
Mrs. Strong, at Frederick & Nelson Tea room - 7 
guests present. 

Diary 38, 1928 
June 28-29 

28 
In the afternoon we went out to Graces old country 
home - where we were married - visited with her 
sister at Kent & brought in the presents left over 
from last night.  Dinner this evening with Mr. & Mrs. 
Frank Hergert, 2631 Boylston, N.  Listened in at 
Radio - Smith, nominated by the Democrats at 
Houston, Texas, convention - after strong protests 
by his enemies.  bought our SS. tickets for 
Saturday morning on the “Aleutian.” 

-29th - 
Over to Tacoma this morning - to get some books 
& to take luncheon with Hopping, Winden & 
Harshberger.  Got some books from Bonney & 

Diary 38, 1928 
June 29 

29 
at 1245 we had a beautiful luncheon at the 
“Walker,” with Mr. & Mrs. Hopping, Mr. & Mrs. 
Winden, & Mr. & Mrs. Harshberger - Two other 
luncheons at the same time were given in the 
same dining room - filled with flowers. 

Back to Seattle - Mrs. Kaser & her twin girls  
called - we said Goodbye to Gov & Mrs. Strong, 
Mrs. Morton and Ruth took dinner with us - I gave 
her a copy of my “Bibliography”  Mrs. Handsaker - 
who boarded the girl who gave me so much trouble 
years ago - came to ask me to give her some aid - 
I gave her $2000 and told her I would not give her 
any more.  She is old & poor and down & out - and 
deserves to be - but I cannot refuse such a person 

a little charity. 

Diary 38, 1928 
June 30- 
July 1st 

-30th – 
We left Seattle this morning on the SS. “Aleutian,” 
for Juneau, and home. 
I was lucky enough to secure the deluxe room “A” 
which contains good singe beds, it is a large, 
comfortable room with bath & other luxuries!  We 
began drawing plans for our new home in Juneau.  
It is fine weather & promises a pleasant voyage. 

-July 1st - 
Crossing Queen Charlotte’s Sd.  I am enjoying the 
trip - but at my age, one ought not to marry a red 
headed schoolteacher in June! 
Met a Mr. Dietz, who is going to Juneau to do 
interior decoration on the Masonic Temple & the 
School House. 

Diary 38, 1928 
July 2 

-July 2nd - 
Ketchikan, saw Hunt - Mr. & Mrs. Wm L. Paul, 
called on us - he says Gore has declined to take a 
recess appointment as judge - & he and others 
have telegraphed urging my nomination.  Coolidge 
is so very bitterly prejudiced against Dan & all his 
friends that I think none of us can possibly secure 
the appointment.  Of course, Paul’s telegrams have 
gone to Senator Curtis, - who can probably secure 
a favorable action - if he makes it a personal matter 
- but he probably will not.  I shall do a job of 
“watchful waiting.” 

Diary 38, 1928 
July 3-4 

-July 3rd – 
Arrived home - Juneau - this morning at 9:20 & we 
went to my rooms in the Zynda Hotel - where we 
will stay until we build our house.  Back to the 
office - thank goodness.  It is a comfortable place. 
Much mail & work on my desk. 

-July 4th - 
A beautiful sunny day - but little noise and less 
excitement.  Staid at home –(room 500, Zynda 
Hotel) with Grace.  Dinner at the Gastineau with 
her - listened to the band & went to the theater – 
movies. 
The following clippings are from the Alaska Weekly 
of June 29th. 
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July 4 

4 
[clipping] 

MRS. BLACK 
HONOR GUEST 
AT LUNCHEON 

Many Northerners Greet the 
Wife of Hon. George Black, 

Yukon Territory Member 
Of Parliament 

CHARMING AND TALENTED 
Function Was Under the Auspices of the Alaska-

Yukon 
Bureau of Frederick & Nel- 

son’s Department Store, Un- 
der Direction of Mrs. Doro- 

thy O’Keefe 
Mrs. George Black, charming and talented wife 

of the Honorable George Black, member of the 
Canadian parliament from the Yukon Territory, 
Mrs. W.T. Brayton, wellknown in Dawson, Mrs. 
J.F.A. Strong, wife of Ex-Governor Strong of 
Alaska, and Mrs. Grace Bishop, who is now Mrs. 
James Wickersham, were the honor guests at the 
Monday luncheon at the Alaska-Yukon Bureau at 
Frederick & Nelson’s department store, which is 
under the direction of Mrs. Dorothy O’Keefe, who 
herself is a former resident of Dawson and 
Nenana.  Seated at the tables in one of the private 
dining rooms set apart for the purpose, were fifty-
nine guests, all of the Northland or those who had 
formerly resided there, either in the Yukon 
Territory, northern interior Alaska or in the coast 
towns.  Many of the guests were old time personal 
friends of Mrs. Black, who knew her in other days 
in Dawson. 

Mrs. O’Keefe introduced Mrs. Black, who is a 
lecturer of note, and who gave an interesting talk 
on her experiences in the North, during the war 
and concerning her hobby which is her collection of 
Canadian wild flowers.  Mrs. Black had with her 
some of her choicest specimens.  For the 

remarkable work she has done in making this rare 
collection of approximately 465 Canadian wild 
flowers she has been made a Fellow of the Royal 
Geographical Society of London.  Her collection is 
doubly interesting in that she has mounted each 
specimen on a hand tinted background 
harmonizing in color with flower preserved.  The 
Smithsonian Institute offered her a substantial sum 
for one of the few specimens in existence of the 
blossoms of the sphagnum moss used so 
extensively during the war for absorbent bandages.  
The people of Seattle will be given a an opportunity 
to see this marvelous collection this Fall when she 
will return and place the flowers on exhibit in the 
Frederick & Nelson auditorium at which time she 
will also lecture for the benefit of those interested. 

W.H. Gilmore, former Nome attorney now 
engaged in active practice in Seattle, welcomed 
Mrs. Black on behalf of the guests in a happy little 
speech. 

The real service of the Alaska-Yukon Bureau of 
this great department store of Fredrick & Nelson 
was exemplified in this happy gathering of 
Northerners which afforded them an opportunity of 
again greeting the beloved Mrs. Black.  Those 
present at the luncheon were: 

Mrs. George Black, F.R.G.S., Mrs. J.F.A. Strong, 
Mrs. Grace Bishop, Mrs. W.P. Brayton, Judge Wm. 
A. Gilmore, Miss Dorothy Gilmore, Miss Lulu M. 
Fairbanks, Col. Wm. T. Perkins, Mrs. L.F. Shaw, 
Mr. L.F. Shaw. 

Mrs. James Cody, Mrs. Volney Richmond, Mr. 
Henry W. Powell, Mrs. Nancy Lee Brady, Major 
Elmer R. Brady, Mrs. E.R. Brady, Mrs. Bryant 
Chapman, Mrs. Guy M. Street, Capt. Guy M. 
Street, Miss M.F. Harold. 

Mrs. Gus Johnson, Mrs. Frank Brock, Miss 
Dorothea E. Johnson, Mrs. Adriana Lutro Coyle, 
Mr. Archie Black, Mrs. Pearl Jeanneret, Mr. Chas. 
Jeanneret, Mr. E.P. Lopez, Mrs. E.P. Lopez, Mr. 
Ed Martell 

Miss Kathleen McLaren, Miss Dorothy Haigh,  
Mrs. Florence Hartshorn, Mrs. Ida Reese Benton, 
Mr. M.A. Benton, Mrs. Helen Balderston, Miss El- 
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[clipping continued] 
eanor Balderston, Mrs. A. McVicar, Mrs. J.M. 
Elmer, Mrs. Mary E. Walker 

Mrs. Lilly B. Reinhart, Mrs. G.C. Killam, Mrs. S.S. 
Young, Mrs. Marie O. Crawford, Mrs. W.C. 
Creamer, Mrs. Chas. S. Cosgrove, Miss Aleda 
Tarbill, Miss Dorothy de la Pole, Mrs. Mamie 
Brimston, Mr. C.J. Rogers. 

Mrs. C.J. Rogers.  Mrs. Nettie Lean, Mrs. M. 
McLaren, Miss Francis Nunn, Mrs. Frank Murray, 
Mr. Kenneth Gideon, Miss L.M. Dobbs and Mrs. 
Dorothy E. O’Keefe. 
 
[clipping] 

PROMINENT ALASKANS WED 
Mrs. Grace E. Bishop Married 

To Hon. James Wicker- 
sham in Seattle, Tuesday 

Evening 
An event of much interest to all Alaskans as well 

as to many Puget Sound people occurred on 
Tuesday evening last, when Hon. James 
Wickersham, of Juneau, and Mrs. Grace E. Bishop, 
also of the Capital City, were united in marriage at 
the farm home of the bride near Des Moines, 
Washington. 

The wedding ceremony was performed by Rev. 
Dr. Spencer, S. Sullinger, of Tacoma and was 
witnessed by some seventy-five friends and 
relatives, from Seattle, Tacoma, Enumclaw, Kent, 
Los Angeles and Alaska. 

The wedding setting was simple, but beautiful, 
the rooms being lavishly decorated with masses of 
flowers.  Little Opal Jane Leonard made a 
charming ring-bearer.  After the wedding a 
delicious buffet supper was served. 

Judge and Mrs. Wickersham were the recipients 
of hearty congratulations and warmest good 
wishes from the many friends present. 

Judge Wickersham is one of the outstanding 
citizens of Alaska, where he has resided for nearly 
thirty years, eight of which he served as judge of 
the federal court, seeing service in all of the four 

judicial divisions, and he represented Alaska in the 
United States Congress for twelve years.  He 
introduced and secured the passage of the organic 
act which gave the Territory a legislature and an 
organized government, and was largely 
instrumental in passing the legislation which 
resulted in the construction of the government 
railroad from Seward to Fairbanks.  After retiring 
from Congress he began the practice of law at 
Juneau. 

Mrs. Wickersham has resided in Alaska for many 
years, where she was connected with the public 
schools of the territory and has been prominent in 
club and social life. 

Judge and Mrs. Wickersham will leave shortly for 
Juneau where they will reside permanently.  While 
in Seattle they are guests at the Hotel Frye. 

-5th - 
Working in the office. 
Roden & other lawyers prepared telegrams to the 
Dept. of Justice, to Senators Borah & Curtis, 
asking for my appointment as District Judge.  I paid 
for sending the telegrams. 

Diary 38, 1928 
July 6-7 

-6th – 
As usual in the office:  also making examination of 
title to lots 5, 6, and 7, Blk, “D”.  I am about to buy 
the half of these lots next to Billy Bush’s property 
with intention to build a home there.  Also we are 
drawing plans for a home! 

-7th - 
As usual in the office - answering belated 
correspondence.  Roden, Winn, Hart, LeFevre, 
Hurley & Sullivan sent telegrams endorsing my 
candidacy for District Judge to Dept. Justice, and 
to Senators Borah & Curtis - it is like casting bread 
on the waters - anyway its a friendly gesture. 

Diary 38, 1928 
July 8-10 

-8th – 
Lockie & Mrs. McKinnon gave a very nice home 
dinner last night to Grace Elizabeth & me: present 
McKinnon’s, Wallstein G. Smith & wife, Donald & 
Mrs. McKinnon’s sister.  A good chicken dinner & a 
pleasant evening. 
Sunday: mail from the south - letters etc. from 
many friends. 
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-9th – 
Same as usual in the office. 

-10th - 
Recd. copy telegram from Paul 
“Hon. William L. Paul, Ketchikan.  Have asked 
President make recess appointment Judge James 
Wickersham.”  (Signed) 
Charles Curtis”  (Candidate for V.P. with Hoover) 

Diary 38, 1928 
July 10-11 

-10th continued – 
Had family dinner this evening with Mr. & Mrs. 
Howard Lerch - Grace & I. 

-11th - 
The Alaska Gastineau Min. Co. is offering to sell 
me their  big house at the top of Chicken Ridge, 
Seward St. N.E. Corner, for $6,000 including 
furniture, etc.  Grace & I examined it today & it 
almost persuades me that it is a bettor investment 
than to buy the lot alongside Billy Bosch’s & build a 
new house thereon.  The A.G. House is large two 
storied etc. but the upper story can be rented for 
probably $65- or $7000 per month it looks good to 
me. 
As usual in the office.  At work on case of 
Goldstein, et al. v Pond et al. 

Diary 38, 1928 
July 12 

-12th - 
The Admiralty Island Coal Co. is really prospering.  
Money is offered for stock as fast as the Co’s 
officers can use it, & the public has apparently 
taken great confidence in its management, etc.  
Today, for instance. Donaldson bought the boat 
Apex No 1. from Capt. Cann, for $5,000 paying 
one half in cash & one half in Co. stock.  Two new 
investors - Dr. Jenne & Mr. Knowland – bought 
stock & paid in the $2,500.00 in cash, so the boat 
was paid for, & became the sole property of the 
Co.  The business of the Co is prosperous, coal is 
sold as fast as it can he brought out - but, of 
course, the only coal yet coming out is mined from 
the shaft as it sinks along the strike of the vein.  I 
am examining the A.G. house. 

Diary 38, 1928 
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Cor. Seward & 7th  St. on Chicken Ridge & having 
it inspected by a competent carpenter, before I buy 
it.  I think I will not buy the lot alongside of Billy 

Bosch’s but will buy the 7th  St. lots - 2 & the 
house.  It seems a better investment.   

The ladies who have known Grace so many  
years in Juneau are giving her “a tea,” at Mrs. 
Walstein G. Smith’s, this afternoon, which pleased 
me, of course.   
Recd. letter from Mrs. Mae Harrington, at Home, 
Kachemak Bay, saying she & Jack had planted 75 
fir (Douglas seedlings) trees for me & had given 
neighbors 23 for planting.  Sent her $17.50 for 
service & fixing fences etc. 

-13th - 
I have determined to buy the lots & house on 
Seward St. on top of 
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Chicken Ridge. and will probably complete the 
purchase tomorrow. 
Grace spent the day with some of her friends at 
their summer camp on Auk bay.  A special agent of 
the Dept. of Justice called & interviewed me in 
relation to fixing salaries for Commissioners & ex 
officio Recorders, etc in Alaska.  I favored the plan 
and promised to write him a letter giving my views 
about it. 
Busy drawing complaints in Intervention for Winter 
& Pond Co. and Mrs. Harriet M. Pond, in case of 
Goldstein v Pond.  Business is getting back to 
normalcy – slowly since it is known that I an back 
in the office once more. 

Diary 38, 1928 
July 14 

-14th - 
E. Gastonguay delivered a list of the personal 
property which I get by the purchase of the house 
& lots 7 & 8 Blk. 28 from the A.G. Co. and we will 
do the formal work of signing the contract of 
purchase on Monday. 

The Admiralty Island Coal Co. accepted &  
recorded my deed to a 1/2 interest in the patented 
Harkrader coal claim at Kootznahoo Inlet 
yesterday, & delivered to me today 1500 shares of 
its common stock, & 725 shares of its preferred 
stock also 25 shares of its preferred stock at my 
order to Mrs. Martha L. McKinnon, in payment for 
my interest in the property so conveyed to it by my 
deed. 
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-July 15th - 
Wrote a letter to Mr.. H.C. Argo, Sp. Agent, U.S. 
Dept of Justice, in support of a bill now pending in 
Congress for giving salaries to Commissioners - ex 
officio Recorders, Justice of Peace, Probate Judge, 
etc.  
Loafed today - nothing new.  Three U.S. destroyers 
- iron vessels, at Govt. dock (just built), & town is 
full of uniforms & sailors. 
Recd. copy of a letter from Mrs. Forest J. hunt, 
Republican National Committeewoman for Alaska, 
the original of which she sent to the Atty Genl. 
Washington, D.C. endorsing me for District Judge. 
In reply I am advising her about a Woman’s 
Republican Club organization to be formed under 
her management.  She has a good headed horse 
sense about politics & I am anxious to see her go 
to work on and head such an organization. 

Diary 38, 1928 
July 16 

-16th – 
Received from Bindery in Seattle 271 copies of my 
Bibliography of Alaska, 1724-1924.  I had already 
received 125 vols. in Seattle which makes 396 – 4 
short – but it may be I have forgotten that 4!  I left 
with Lowman & Hanford, for sale @ $500 per vol – 
they to keep $100 & remit me $400 for each volume 
sold. also 10 with Shorey, Seattle on same terms. 
Have this day sent 21 copies to Forest J. Hunt, 
Ketchikan on same terms & have presented to 
friends about 15 copies.  Made agreement in 
writing to purchase lots 7 & 8. Blk. 28. Juneau, 
from Alaska Gold Minas Co. for $6,000.00 paid 
$500.00 on act - balance to be paid about August 
first – includes furniture. 

Diary 38, 1928 
July 17-18 

-17th – 
Engaged today in preparing Application to the Sec. 
of Interior by the Admiralty Island Coal Co. asking 
for the approval of an Assignment to it by Howard 
H. Lerch of his Coal Land Permit, etc.   
Drew draft on Tacoma Savings and Loan 
Association for $4,000.00 to pay balance on my 
purchase of lots & house from A.G. Co. - 
yesterday. 
Recd. a letter from Burton L. French, M.C. from 
Idaho saying he had written to Atty. Genl. urging 

my appointment as District Judge in Alaska. 
-18th - 

Same as yesterday, preparing records in Permit 
matter for Admiralty Coal. Co & draft, on Tacoma 
Loan & Savings Assoc. 

Diary 38, 1928 
July 18 

18th – continued. 
Recd. today 4 volumes of Du Haldes History of 
China, 1735, which contains the report of Berings 
first voyage through the Bering strait, wherein he 
discovered the St Lawrence and Diomede islands 
& named them the first record printed so far as I 
now know of any part of Alaska.  These volumes 
are large & beautifully printed & bound – But, the 
freight brokerage, cartage, wharfage, etc. etc. cost 
me 25.63/

100! just plain highway robbery, for the box 
was only 13 inches square, weighed 63 pounds, 
etc. The books cost $96.00 & the expense.$26.00 - 
moral Dont buy many foreign books without 
knowing what it will cost. 

Diary 38, 1928 
July 19-21 

-19th – 
Same as usual in the office. 

-20th – 
Raining - as usual in the office. 
Henry Roden, Pres. Bar Assoc. J.E. Hellenthal, 
Wallis S. George, President Chamber of 
Commerce & Dr. Dawes sent a telegram to the 
President last night asking for my appointment as 
Judge. 

-21st - 
Recd. copy or letter - (no, the original) written by 
Everett Sanders, Sec. to the President, from the 
Presidents summer office at Superior, Wis. to 
Senator Curtis of Kansas, now the candidate with 
Hoover, as Vice President, saying 
“My Dear Senator Curtis: the President has 
received your telegram of the ninth, expressing the 
hope that he will make a recess appointment of 
Judge James Wickersham to be judge for the First 
Division of Alaska. 

Diary 38, 1928 
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By his direction I am at once sending it to the 
Attorney General for his consideration.  With great 
regards and best wishes, Sincerely yours, Everett 
Sanders,  
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Secretary to the President.   
Hon. Charles Curtis, United States Senate,  
Washington D.C.” 
Also recd, a copy of a most excellent letter written 
to the President by my friend F.A. Hazeltine, prop. 
South Bend Journal, S.B. Wash. strongly 
commending me for the appointment: also a letter 
from Senator Gillett, of Mass. to Wm S. Felton, 
Salem, Mass, (interested by R.S. Hurley, of Juneau 
bar), speaking very highly about me, but raising an 
objection to my age: the Senator says this is the 
only objection know to him etc. 
Must write him a nice letter of thanks. 

Diary 38, 1928 
July 22-23 

-22nd – 
Working in the office though it is Sunday! 
Mr. & Mrs. Howard H. Lerch to dinner with us last 
evening. 

-23rd - 
Her friends are giving Grace some kind of a 
general reception at Mrs. Barrager’s. 
Sent Senators Gillett, Mass, & Curtis, of Kansas, 
each a copy of my Bibliography, & wrote both nice 
letters - about Judgeship. 

Grace had a fine reception - most of the ladies of 
Juneau called - they had refreshments - plenty of 
pretty girls, etc.  I called for her just before 6 oclock 
& was asked to have coffee & cake, which did - but 
not sufficient to spoil my dinner.  It was a beautiful 
day & a beautiful party. 

Diary 38, 1928 
July 24-25 

-24th – 
A gorgeous day - bright sunshine and blue skies.  
Empire report of Grace’s party: 
 
[clipping] 

MRS. WICKERSHAM IS  
HONOR GUEST AT TEA 

Mrs. James Wickersham, a recent bride, was the 
honor guest at one of the most delightful social 
events of the year, yesterday afternoon, when Mrs. 
J.E. Barrager and Mrs. H.H. Post entertained at tea 
at the former’s home on Sixth street and Main.  
Over one hundred and fifty guests left cards during 
the reception hours from 4 to 6 o’clock and wished 
Mrs. Wickersham happiness, as they took tea in 

the charmingly decorated rooms. 
The tea table was covered beautifully with lace 

and lighted pink candles in tall silver candlesticks.  
In the center a lovely bowl of pink sweet peas and 
white baby breath carried out the dainty color 
scheme. 

Mrs. Walstein G. Smith and Mrs. L.P. Dawes 
poured during the first hour and Mrs. E.H. Kaser 
and Mrs. Allen Shattuck poured from 5 to 6 o’clock.  
They were assisted during the afternoon by Mrs. 
W.E. Britt, Mrs. H.R. Shepard, Mrs. Fred W. 
Henning, Mrs. H.H. Lerch, Mrs. Simpson 
McKinnon, Mrs. George W. Naylor and the Misses 
Rae Stevens, Ester Kaser, Elizabeth Kaser, Harriet 
Barrager, Virginia Metzgar, Virginia Shattuck, 
Verna Hurley, Betty Barrager and Lucille Erickson. 
 
Grover Winn, Paul, Olts McCormack & Benjamin 
sent a telegram to the Atty. Genl today urging my 
appointment as District Judge. 
Grace & I have just read “We” by Lindbergh - a 
story of his life & his great & first flight across the 
Atlantic by airplane. 

-25th - 
In the office as usual.  Fine weather. 

Diary 38, 1928 
July 26 

-26th - 
Some two Weeks ago I drew on Dexter Horton 
Bank - deposit of my bonds - for $2000.00 and a 
little later on the Tacoma Savings & Loan. Assoc. 
for $4000.00 of my deposit there.  Both sums have 
arrived and I am now ready to pay for my home on 
the hill - Lots 7 & 8 Blk. 28. & the big house 
thereon. 
Sent complimentary copies of Bibliography to R.K. 
Geoghegan, Fairbanks, Harry E. Morton, 
Anchorage, Hugh A. Morrison, Ast. Lib. 
Congressional Library, Wash. D.C. Yale University 
Library, New Haven, Conn. Arthur H. Clark, 
Cleveland, Ohio, one to O.D. Cochran for Nome 
Public Library. 
Grace has been out vacationing with some of her 
Chicken Ridge friends - weather hot & sunny. 



Diary 38, 1928 
July 27-28 

-27th – 
Am sending copies of my Bibliography to persons 
to whom I feel some debt of gratitude for 
assistance in its preparation, Oxford University 
Press also Wilberforce Eames, N.Y. Library:  
Morrison, Cong. Lib. Harry E. Morton, Anchorage, 
Geoghegan: Fairbanks: Yale University, N.H. 
Conn. Arthur H. Clark, Cleveland,  Ohio, etc. Prof. 
A.R. Cedarberg, Dorpat Un. Esthonia, etc. 

-28th - 
Trying to get title to Lots 7 & 8, Blk, 28, Juneau, 
from Alaska Gold Mines Co. - but Faulkner & 
Gastonguay report that they do not yet have proper 
& sufficient Power of Attorney but promise it by 
30th & possession of house next week sure.  I 
have the money ready to pay them!! 

Diary 38, 1928 
July 28-29 

28 
Grace & I reading the “Bridge of San Luis Rey,” 
Wilder. A good book 

A Dr. Herbert Donovan, of Brooklyn N.Y, came  
up from Prince’s boat this evening to call on me - 
with a letter of introduction from Jack Dalton, now 
residing in Yakima.  Dr. Donovan seems to be a 
writer, etc. and I enjoyed his visit.  We discussed 
my Bibliography & other Alaskan matters. 

-29th - 
Sunday & very quiet.  Attended the laying of the 
corner stones, late yesterday evening by the 
Masonic Lodge, of new Public School Bldg. & the 
Masonic Temple.  Services were brief. Gov. Parks 
read a short address at School building & a friend 
read an address for Lester E. Henderson, Com. of 
Education. 

Diary 38, 1928 
July 29-30 

29 
Having some trouble at Harkrader Coal Mine: 
Evans Jones & the men got to manufacturing 
bootleg whiskey & all got drunk, etc.  Donaldson 
went over on the Apex No 1, two days ago & think 
he discharged all those found guilty of engaging in 
the festivities!  Anyway Evans & his wife and the 
accused men came over on the boat last night - & I 
suppose they will be around tomorrow with their 
“alibis.”  Of course I shall support Bob - he is the 
manager & must be sustained. 

-30th - 
Evans Jones came in to give me his side of the 
“jag” at Harkrader - says Bob did not discharge 
him, but that he has no “guilt” & will not work for the 
Company under Bob’s management, that 

Diary 38, 1928 
July 30-31 

30 
he came over with his wife & the baby on account 
of sickness of the latter. - that he will go back to 
Harkrader tomorrow - after his goods etc.  Of 
course, he also said he drank some (3 glasses) of 
the liquor - wine, he called it, & accuses Lerch & 
Donaldson of giving consent to the making of the 
liquor - & bringing barrels & kegs & glasses over to 
Harkrader! etc.- 
Pretty busy in the office these days.  Am reading “A 
Dog Puncher on the Yukon” by Arthur J. Walden - 
old Yukon stuff. 

- July 31st 1928.- 
Paid the balance of the purchase price of Lots 7 & 
8, Blk. 28, to the Alaska Gold Mines Co. = $5500.00 
+ 500 = 6000.00 and received my deed to the 
property - had it recorded.  Also recd. Bill of sale of 
furniture. 

Diary 38, 1928 
August 1 

August 1, 1928. 
This evenings Empire has telegraphic dispatch 
from Washington D.C. saying that Solicitor Genl.
 Mitchell is being sent to Alaska to examine 
into the matter of the best man to appoint as 
District Judge. 
Mitchell is a close friend of John Rustgard, and I 
think has been relied upon by Rustgard as his 
supporter.   
 
[clipping] 

UNITED STATES  
SOLICITOR GEN.  
COMING NORTH 

W.D. Mitchell Enroute to 
Southeastern Alaska 

-Special Mission 
SELECTION OF JUDGE 
SPECIFIC INTENTION 
Other Matters to Be In- 

quired Into – First 
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Visit of Kind 
WASHINGTON, Aug. 1.- William D. Mitchell, 

Solicitor General of the United States, leaves 
today for Alaska where he will inquire into a 
number of matters pertaining to he Department 
of Justice.  He specifically expects to look into 
the selection of a Judge to fill the vacancy 
caused in the First Judicial Division of Alaska, 
caused by the death of Judge T.M. Reed. 

Mr. Mitchell will sail from Seattle on August 11 and 
plans to remain in Alaska until September 9. 

It was said at the Department of Justice, that Mr.  
Mitchell’s visit is the first time a prominent 
Government official has visited the Territory for the 
specific purpose or inquiring into the Judicial 
Administration.  Hope is expressed by officials that 
as a result of this visit, the Department will gain first 
hand information which will enable it better to 
administer Alaska affairs, also to show the people 
of the Territory that simply because of their 
distance from Washington, they are not being 
neglected by the Dept of Justice. 

Diary 38, 1928 
August 2-4 

-Aug 2nd – 
Working in the office as usual. 
Getting ready to work on the House next week.  
Sending some more Biblio’s out. 

-3rd – 
Received today a copy of The Washington 
Historical Quarterly, dated July 1928, being Vol 
XIX, No. c, wherein is ht, first review of A 
Bibliography of Alaskan Literature, 1724-1924 that 
I have seen.  It is a fine review of my book and I 
am greatly pleased with it - by my friend Chas. W. 
Smith, Asst. Librarian of the University of 
Washington. 

-4th - 
After some trouble we have settled with Evans 
Jones, Supt. Harkrader Coal Mine, & he has left 
us.  He got drunk 

Diary 38, 1928 
August 4 

4 
- allowed some of the men at the mine to 
manufacture intoxicating liquor, etc. and we let him 
go!  Settled with him satisfactorily & he goes away 
in good humor - apparently.  I an sorry about the 

matter - but a man who cannot superintend himself 
well, cannot do better with others - especially in a 
coal mine! 

Recd. copy of a letter written July 26th by  
Senator Borah, - about my appointment as District 
Judge - from Rep. French of Idaho.  It is 
disappointing in one particular but highly satis-
factory in others - he says “I think Judge 
Wickersham would be an excellent appointment,” & 
promises aid in confirmation & concludes, “perhaps 
later I might be more useful.” 

Diary 38, 1928 
August 5 

-5th - 
[clipping] 

KETCHIKAN BAR  
ASKS FOR MORE  
ALASKA COURTS 

Special Meeting of First City 
Association Ends in En- 

dorsement of Wickersham 
for Judgeship 

{Chronicle Ketchikan} 
SEVERAL OPPOSED 

{Aug. 5th } 
Resolution Calls Upon Gov- 

ernor George A. Parks to 
Call Special Session of Le- 

gislature 
The Bar Asociation of Ketchikan at a special 

meeting held yesterday afternoon at the Blue Fox 
café adopted a resolution calling on Governor 
George A. Parks to call a special session of the 
legislature with a view to creating Territorial courts 
in Alaska. 

Following the action the organization then 
endorsed Judge James Wickersham for 
appointment as judge of the First Judicial division 
of Alaska. 

Neither action was unanimous, several voting 
against the resolution and others not voting. 

Reports indicate that those favoring the 
resolution addressed to the governor did so on two 
grounds; first, that the First Judicial division should 
have a judiciary at once, the vacancy caused by 
the death of Judge Reed creating a bad situation, 



and second, that they favored greater self 
government in Alaska. 

In the matter of endorsing Judge Wickersham for 
appointment to the bench, seven were in favor of it, 
two voting against it and two others not voting. 
 
Recd. this telegram today: 

Ketchikan, Alaska, Aug 4, 1928 
James Wickersham, Juneau. 
Ketchikan Bar Association in regular meeting today 
endorses you for judge First Division stop We are 
wiring President, Sutherland, etc. stop Have you 
any suggestions further stop We also asked 
Governor call special session to organize Territorial 
Const. Harry G. McCain. 
Grace & I spent part of the clay at our recently 
purchased home on Chicken Ridge with carpenters 
& contractors, consulting with them about the 
necessary changes and repairs.  We want to begin 
work tomorrow on the reconstruction and repair of 
the building. 

Diary 38, 1928 
August 6-7 

-Aug 6th – 
Sent the following telegram to Ketchikan Bar 
Association today: 

Juneau, Alaska, Aug. 6, 1928. 
Harry G. McCain, Attorney, Ketchikan, Alaska. 
Saturday telegram received and I thank members 
Bar Association for confidence stop suggest 
presenting your views personally to Solicitor 
General Mitchell when he arrives Ketchikan next 
Monday morning. 
James Wickersham. 

-7th - 
Rec. letter from McCain saying he had written letter 
at request members of Ketchikan bar Assoc. to 
Senator McNary, Oregon, asking him to endorse 
my appt. as Judge, etc. 
Carpenters began work today repairing my house 
on Chicken Ridge. etc. 

Diary 38, 1928 
August 7-8 

-7th – 
Very busy in the office – also getting carpenter at 
work on my house. 
 
[clipping] 

Record of Alaskan Literature. 
(Seattle Times.) 

In the Bibliography of Alaskan Literature, 
compiled by the Hon. James Wickersham, a word 
of inestimable value is presented to persons 
interested in any way in either the annals of the 
activities of the Territory. The volume, of 635 
pages, contains what is virtually a complete list of 
the titles of books and other publications pertaining 
to the history of the country, to travels and voyages 
in the northland and to newspapers periodicals and 
public documents printed in and about the 
priceless possession.  The exhaustive work 
includes not only all records in the English 
language but likewise all those in Russian, 
German, French, Spanish and other languages.  Its 
period extends from 1724, the beginning of 
Muscovite rule to 1924 - 200 years. 

Judge Wickersham, was eminently qualified for 
the task.  Early in the present century he was a 
United States jurist in Alaska and then for several 
terms was the Territory’s Delegate to Congress.  
So began the compendium when he was in the 
House of Representatives, within easy reach of the 
wonderful resources of the Library of Congress.  
The Alaskan Legislature recognized the worth of 
the research and authorized its results to be 
published by the Alaska Agricultural College and 
School of Mines, which is at Fairbanks.   

Information concerning Alaska may be scattered 
to the four corners of the earth, but Judge 
Wickersham has made the knowledge available by 
scheduling its diverse nature and naming its many 
authors.  He has performed a fine service for both 
the casual inquirers and serious students. His 
achievement will redound greatly to the benefit of 
Alaska. 
{Copied by Empire, Juneau, from Seattle Times} 

-8th - 
Spending much time at new building of my house – 
watching repairs & enjoying construction – 
changing plans, etc. 
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Diary 38, 1928 
August 9-11 

-9th – 
Dinner last night with Walstein G. Smiths. 
Bad weather - raining torrents - bad on repairing 
house, etc.  Grace & I have just concluded, reading 
Isadora Duncan’s “My Life” - Isadora tells the truth, 
probably the whole truth, for she tells frankly about 
the paternity of her three children out of matrimony 
etc.  She is, however, a fluent and ready writer, 
and very interesting - It is a book worth reading. 

-10th – 
Same in office as usual. 
Rainy weather is retarding our repairs on our 
house. 

-11th - 
Same as yesterday. 
Grace & I am reading the “Iron Paddler” by Sec. of 
Labor Davis - a good book. 

Diary 38, 1928 
August 12 

-12th - 
We took 11 oclock breakfast with the Rustgards - 
They are readers of good books - I presented then 
with a copy of 
 
[clipping] 

The Alaskan 
A.N.B. PUBLISHING CO. 

The Alaskan, six months ........$2.50 
The Alaskan, per year.............$4.00 

Published every Friday by the ANB. Publishing 
Co., Petersburg 

Entered in the Post Office in Petersburg as 
Second Class Matter 
 

OFFICIAL HISTORIAN  
FOR ALASKA 

From Ketchikan Chronicle 
The work of Judge Wickersham in compiling his 

“Bibliography” points clearly to the desirability of 
having him made official historian of the Territoy of 
Alaska.  The Chronicle urges the next Territorial 
legislature to create a position of official historian 
for Alaska and expresses belief that Judge 
Wickersham should be chosen for the position.  
For more than a quarter of a century he has been 
gathering material books, pamphlets, magazines, 

newspapers, articles in periodicals, which 
constitute a collection with reference to Alaska 
unexcelled in the world.  Not only has he these 
works but he has digested mentally scores of them. 
Thus, he is more available for official historian than 
any other living person.   

A man well advanced in age, Judge Wickersham 
cannot be with us for a great many years, as life is 
counted, and the Territory should not fail to avail 
itself of the opportunity to obtain his services in the 
writing of a history of Alaska.  For him to undertake 
it privately would be a great financial loss which he 
could not be expected to bear. 

We have some histories of Alaska.  Bancroft, a 
massive, ponderous and uninteresting work, is 
hard to read and more difficult to digest.  We have 
also other lesser works on the history of Alaska, 
interesting but not sufficiently complete. 

How interesting Judge Wickersham could make  
a history of Alaska, going back even to give us the 
inner stories of the lives of Peter and Catherine of 
Russia, who were primarily responsible for the 
early explorations of the northland! 

Diary 38, 1928 
August 12 

12 
Much money has been expended unworthy 

causes.  The Cronicle sug 
by our legislatures for much more gests that he 
next legislature create the position, temporary, of 
official historian of Alaska, with Judge Wickersham 
to carry on the work. 
 
[another clipping from the same paper] 

“POLITICAL MINDED BAR ASSO- 
CIATION” 

From Ketchikan Chronicle 
The Bar Association of Ketchikan, at a meeting 

yesterday, adopted a resolution calling upon the 
governor to call a special session of the legislature 
to create territorial courts with their natural 
impedimenta. 

No attorney at the meeting or voting for the 
measure thought for an instant that the Governor 
would call such a session, and some of those who 
voted for the resolution were, we are convinced, 



satisfied that if the program were carried out it 
would result in only turmoil. 

Seven of the eleven attorneys present then voted 
in favor of endorsing Judge James Wickersham for 
the judgeship of the First Division.  While we have 
indicated our opinion that Judge Wickersham is 
well fitted for certain important works concerning 
the Territory we do not favor his appointment as 
judge of the division.  To go further, we hope that 
the dept of justice and the president, after due 
consideration, will be satisfied that he should not 
be selected for the judgeship. 

We believe that Judge Wickersham is too old 
and that he is temperamentally not fitted for the 
position, the most important judgeship in Alaska. 
 
[clipping] 

CHRONICLE WANTS GORE 
In a recent editorial this same Chronicle said, 

speaking of the Gore recommendation by the 
Ketchikan Bar Association “Whether the President 
acts upon the suggestion or not, it was a prettc 
compliment to Mr. Gore from his brother members 
of the legal profession.  At a meeting was present 
every member of the Bar of Ketchikan except one, 
and those present were unanimous in urging his 
appointment. 

The Chronicle joins the attorneys IN THE 
BELIEF THAT MR. GORE IS THE MOST 
VALUABLE MAN IN THE TERRITORY FOR THE 
POSITION.  His selection by President Coolidge 
would be a happy solution of the problem.” 

The best the Chronicle can offer as a solution of 
the problem is the appointment of Judge 
Wickersham as Historian of Alaska.  Whenever the 
political dominants wish to get rid of a man who is 
dangerous to their interests, they “shelve” him by 
getting him into a minor office and then forget him.  
They satisfy their own political ends and fool a 
gullible public at the same time. 
the same position is held 

The Chronicle puts itself in a most ridiculous 
position by declaring Wickersham unqualified for 
the office yet in the same breath sing the praises of 

Lester Gore. 
 
The editorials in the Chronicle are long - & 
flattering - with a sting of the adder in their tail end. 

Diary 38, 1928 
August 13-14 

-13th – 
Busy looking after repairs on my hew house - while 
it will cost a great sum it will give me a fine home. 

-14th - 
Solicitor General Wm D. Mitchell came to town on 
the SS. “Aleutian” this forenoon: This afternoon, in 
company with Grover Winn, Henry Roden, Bob 
Robertson, V.A. Paine, I called on him - formally.  
The Bar Assoc. will give him a dinner - this week.  
He is a fine looking man - I judge (about 45 years 
of age) [Wickersham added later:] he is 54 years. 
old!!  He was cordial with us all.  I wonder just what 
he heard and saw in Ketchikan  7 out of 11 
members of the bar there endorsed me at their last 
meeting. 

Diary 38, 1928 
August 15 

-15th - 
Solicitor Genl. Mitchell called to thank me for a 
copy of my Bibliography which I sent him this 
morning.  He talked around & around - about not 
making an appointment of a judge until “later” - no 
date - getting a judge from another Division to 
come here & “clean up the docket,” etc. etc.  I am 
told he is in constant communion with Faulkner, et. 
al. - the Democratic - anti Sutherland crowd!  It 
looks to me like the usual fizzle that always has 
come from one of these Departmental “junketers.”  
Certainly he does not talk fair & does not, to use a 
western expression, “lay his cards on the table.”  
Of course, being a candidate I am obliged to keep 
quiet and be good natured. 

Diary 38, 1928 
August 16-17 

-16th – 
Men at house getting along all right. 
I feel that Mitchell is doing little in his investigation, 
except to talk to a few of our opponents.  Rustgard 
feels the same way - Roden & Winn trying to 
see him about arranging for a dinner in his honor - 
are not able to get an audience!  He is busy with 
Gov. Parks.  Called to meet Sec. Jardine, but he 
was out along the Govt. wagon road with Flory & 
Williams.  Will try again. 
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-17th - 
It is quietly given out today that Mitchell has agreed 
to recommend Harding, the U.S. Dist. Atty. for 
Judge in this Division. 
Have prepared night letter for Sutherland, who is 
now at Fairbanks 

Diary 38, 1928 
August 17 

17 
informing him of situation as follows: 

Juneau, Alaska, Aug. 17, 1928. 
Hon Dan Sutherland, Fairbanks, Alaska. 
Confidential stop Solicitor General Mitchell leaves 
here Tuesday for Seward and Kenai peninsula 
hunting stop you must see him there stop reported 
Harding recommended for judge stop Democrats 
and your enemies in command stop without you 
appear and persuade nothing friendly will happen 
stop can you connect and return Fairbanks 

James Wickersham.” 
This I think ends all my chances of getting the 
appointment.  Well all one can do is to grin and get 
ready for work when the judge is appointed and  
confirmed.  I do not think Dan can change the 
situation! 

Diary 38, 1928 
August 18-19 

-18- 
Henry Roden says that Arthur Fox tells him 
positively that Mitchell is not for Harding but favors 
Gore for Judge!  So there you are!  Recd. a letter 
from O.D. Kemeneva, President of the U.S.S.R. 
Society for Cultural Relations with Foreign 
Countries from Moscow, Russia, about exchange 
of Russian-Alaska books I want for American 
books wanted in Russ. Institutions.  I will send him 
a copy of bibliography and make suggestions for 
exchanges. 

-19th - 
Sunday and a beautiful sunny day. 
Inspected the house with Grace & made some 
changes in our ideas & plans.  Am very anxious to 
get into my new library & get my long neglected 
books to it. 

Diary 38, 1928 
August 20 

-20th – 
Have this day written an answering letter to D.J. 
Kameneva, Pres. U.S.S.R. Society for Cultural 
Relations with Foreign Countries.  Malaya 

Nikitskaya 6, Moscow 69, Russia, in relation to 
exchanging Alaska books, etc. with that Society for 
Russian books about Russian America - Alaska.  
His letter was suggested by A.P. Serebrosky, a 
mining engineer from Russia, who was in Juneau 
some months ago.  Also sent him a copy of A 
Bibliography of Alaskan Literature, 1724-1924.  I 
wrote him a good letter offering to furnish an 
equivalent in Alaska books for the Russian books 
whose titles are mentioned in my Bibliography 
under Russian America, etc. 

Diary 38, 1928 
August 21 

-21st - 
Attended luncheon given by the Juneau Chamber 
of Commerce to Sec. Jardine and the officials with 
him.  Bum lunch, but good talks by the officials – 
though Sec. J. did not speak enthusiastically about 
Agriculture in Alaska.  He seemed to know more 
about fisheries than agriculture.  Solicitor Genl. 
Mitchell was present, & spoke about his trip here to 
choose a judge - but more about hunting & fishing.  
It seems to be an official junket.  
I am fearful the Admiralty Is. Coal Co. is falling 
behind: The work at the mine is slow - coal is not 
being marketed, and there is need of more money 
immediately. 

Diary 38, 1928 
August 22 

-22nd - 
Mitchell, Sol. Genl. U.S. left last night on the SS. 
for Seward & Kenai hunting.  I gather from his 
statements to me & from what other people tell me 
he says that there may not be another judge 
appointed in this division until Hoover or Smith is 
elected & takes office on March 4th next.  It may be 
they expect to punish Sutherland in this way for 
procuring unfavorable action in the Senate on 
Adams Appointment! 
Anyway it is a severe punishment of the litigants & 
persons accused of crime in this division in the 
meantime.  Also Mitchell may send Judge Hill of 
the 3rd Div. here - which will only punish the 3rd 
Div. as well as this one. Great officials are 
sometimes very small. 

Diary 38, 1928 
August 22-23 

-22nd continued. 
Recd. proceeds sale $2000. bonds through the 
Dexter Horton Nat. Bk. Seattle $1950.18 for use in 



building the house.  Also a fine letter of 
appreciation of my Bibliography from Arthur L. 
Clark. 

Am getting more annoyed at the condition of the  
Ad. Is. Coal Co.  The treasurer needs more money 
and asked me to sign a note for $1000. today for 
the Co., which, of course, I refused to do.  Am 
writing Donaldson a sharp letter about the men 
making wine at the mines, & carrying material for 
manufacturing same on our boat the Apex No 1. - 
warning him against the practice & forbidding it. 

-23rd - 
Everything as usual.  House work going better I 
think. 
Am not going to Wrangell this week. 

Diary 38, 1928 
August 24-25 

-24th – 
My birthday - I am so old now that I write this 
announcement in snail type and without great 
attention or pleasure. 
Grace gave me a beautiful Chinese trunk - an 
Indian relic probably from Hoonah. 
I gave her some seal skins for a coat. 

-25th - 
The work on our house going some better now, 
and we will be able to occupy some of the rooms & 
can probably move into them on the first of 
September. 
Some days ago one Peter Stiel, an old prospector 
& miner from Fairbanks was taken off the south 
bound boat very sick he passed away & we are 
burying him today - I acted as one of the pall 
bearers. 

Diary 38, 1928 
August 26 

26th  
Sunday.  Grace & I have concluded to put my 
library on the second floor of the house - making 
two south front rooms into one & thus giving me 
plenty of room for all my books.  It will be a 
beautiful library for me quiet & peaceful & away 
from the disturbances on the first floor. 
Recd. letter from McCain, of Ketchikan, with a 
letter to him from Senator McNary of Oregon, 
saying he had endorsed me for appointment as 
Judge in Alaska. 
Sutherland has also gone to Seward to consult with 

Sol. Genl. Mitchell about the matter, though I 
cannot say what he will recommend - though he is 
entirely friendly. 

Diary 38, 1928 
August 27 

-27th - 
I am preparing a Brief on the question of the 
abandonment of trap Sites by pulling the piles in 
the fall, but intending to replace them in the spring - 
with permit for occupation of the ground or site 
from the War Dept. for five years. 

Yesterday evening’s Empire contains an  
interview from the Seward papers, given out by 
Mitchell in which he says we have plenty of lawyers 
competent to be judge in this division, etc. & that 
he has already recommended one for the place.  
He does not say who it is, & I and my friends to not 
know -so, of course, it must be the other fellow. 
But what other fellow? 
Grace has just completed reading “Mother India,” 
to me. 

Diary 38, 1928 
August 28-31 

-28th – 
Everything as usual. 
Working on trap site Brief. 

-29th – 
Notice from Tacoma that doors etc. will not come 
for another week - telegraphed today to send by 
Saturdays boat all possible. 
Getting along slowly with the house. 

-30th – 
Same as usual - nothing more.  House work going 
satisfactorily. 

31st- 
Work at house progressing better. 
Busy in office getting cased ready for court - called 
by Judge Hill for Sept. 29th. This looks as if no 
judge will be appointed until after Congress meets 
in December! 

Diary 38, 1928 
September 1 

-Sept 1st, 1928- 
Mrs. Jas. L. Galen came down from Cordova to 
engage me to assist her in her fight with her 
husband about divorce, property, etc.  She is a 
handsome woman, but erratic, high strung and 
quarrelsome.  After listening to her story - I advised 
her to go back to Cordova & make up with him & 
live with him as his wife - advised her to get the 
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assistance of Bishop Crimont (they are both 
Catholics), but she declared it cannot be brought 
about.  It is too bad, for she is a brilliant woman (44 
years old), but I fear she & he are both without any 
controlling machinery - that both are alike 
irresponsible, and probably they will just have to 
love each other - as they do - and make each other 
unhappy as long as they live - its too bad. 

Diary 38, 1928 
September 2-4 

-Sept. 2- 
Sunday.  Grace & I spent an hour or so at the new 
house - planning. 

-3rd- 
Labor Day - holiday - nothing working.  I wrote 
letters in the office. 
Wrote letter to my old Alaska friend, W.A. (“Doc”) 
Holmes, who has just been nominated for 
Governor by the republicans in Texas. 
Grace is a fine reader, and reads a good book - 
science, poetry, etc. to me every evening. 

-4th - 
House work going along well - at that its a big job 
and takes lots of money. 

Diary 38, 1928 
September 5-7 

-5- 
I learn that Mitchell offered Gore the appointment 
as judge when he was in Ketchikan - Roden, says 
its true! but that Gore refused to accept a recess 
appointment.  I suppose that there will be no 
recess appointment - and that Gore will be 
appointed when Congress meets. 
Ketchikan lawyers protest Harding! 

-6th – 
Everything going along as usual. 
Judge Hill will open court here in about a week! 

-7th - 
Same as usual. 
Working on the Brief in re title to trap sites on tide 
& shore sites. 

Diary 38, 1928 
September 8 

-8th - 
Sent Judge Joseph R. Nutt, Texas, Rep. Nat. Com. 
money order for $2500 for use in electing Hoover & 
Curtis.  John Hirsh, an old Dawson & Fairbanks 
miner called:  he has some mines on the 
Chichagoff Island - He tells me that Anton 
Standard - another lucky Klondike miner - is now 

flat broke & is living in a shack in Roberts row - 
here in Juneau.  Said he would bring Anton in to 
call on me.  “Nigger Jim,” another Klondiker 
dropped dead 3 or 4 years ago - he was broke & a 
water carrier on the Govt. Railroad 
- carrying 2 buckets of water to section men when 
he dropped dead with heart disease! how the world 
does move - and turn thumbs up - & thumbs down. 

Diary 38, 1928 
September 9-13 

-9th – 
Sunday - nothing new or extraordinary. 

-10th – 
More lumber came for the house on the boat today 
- but not all. 

-11th – 
Work going on as usual. 
Workmen at house now beginning on the “big front 
door,” Painters & paper hangers following & it looks 
like getting done in two more weeks. 

-12th – 
Same as yesterday. 

-13th - 
Paid lumber bills on house today & drew by 
telegraph on Tacoma Savings & Loan Assoc. for 
$1500.00 more! 

Diary 38, 1928 
September 14 

-14th - 
The workmen are putting in the concrete front 
steps to the house today & are at work finishing the 
front door and hall.  It is beginning to look like we 
are approaching the end of the job, after 6 weeks 
hard work of 6 men.  The Agri. Fair is on - and the 
Admiralty Is. Coal Company has a fine display of 
its coal on exhibition.  That project looks like it will 
be successfully put on a paying basis - if so I shall 
be very happy, for I worked long and actively in 
getting it organized, and I have a sufficient interest 
reserved in it to put me in good financial shape if it 
is successful!! 

Diary 38, 1928 
September 15-
16 

-15th – 
My house on Chicken Ridge is nearly completed - 
constructed the concrete steps today.  Painting & 
papering going along.  I think it will be entirely 
completed next - provided some needed lumber 
get here on time. 
It will cost about $3500. for repairs - $6000. 



purchase price - or about $9,500 in all - and it is 
well worth 50% more than that sum. 

-16th - 
Sunday.  Spent part of the day at the house - 
straightening this out & at our rooms packing 
trunks, etc.  We have concluded not to move until 
the middle or last of the week - painting & paper 
hangers are not yet out of the way. 

Diary 38, 1928 
September 17-
20 

-17th – 
Working on concrete steps etc. 

-18th – 
We found today that our lumber is here & has been 
here for two weeks, but so hidden under another 
name that we could not find it.  It was addressed to 
“James Buckusha.” - paid the freight & got it 
delivered. 

-19th – 
Carpenters putting on the much delayed siding. – 
plasterers are finished etc. 

-20th - 
Carpenters nearing end of their work on house. 
Am urging Admiralty Is. Coal Co. to make its 
payment tomorrow to Harkrader, Oklahoma, of 
$1500. due on its option to purchase his 1/2 
interest in the Harkrader Coal Mine. 
It is due tomorrow. 

Diary 38, 1928 
September 20-
24 

-20th continued- 
Am going to Wrangell on the boat in the morning to 
take testimony in the case of the Estate of J. 
Matheson deed. 

-21st – 
Left on the SS. “Queen” for Wrangell to take 
evidence in Matheson case. 
Went to Taku harbor - Funter Bay - Excursion Inlet. 

-22nd – 
Port Conclusion. Pillar Bay, Kake and at 
Petersburg in evening. 

-23rd – 
Sunday.  Arrived in Wrangell - Put up at John 
Grants Hotel. 

-24th - 
Took evidence of Grant & myself before Judge 
Thomas in Matheson Case. 

Diary 38, 1928 
September 24-
25 

-24th continued. 
Left Wrangell on the “Aleutian” for Juneau - all 
work completed. 

-25th - 
Arrived in Juneau - 330 found Grace at our new 
house - carpenters at work - almost completed. 
 
[clipping] 

FINE SHIPMENT OF  
COAL ARRIVES FROM  
MINE AT HARKRADER 

Twenty tons of what is claimed by officials of the 
Admiralty Island Coal Company, to be the finest 
coal yet mined there, were received today by it 
from the Harkrader property it is prospecting and 
developing in Kootznahoo Inlet.  It came from the 
bottom bench and is said to be virtually free from 
impurities and not shattered. 

R.S. Donaldson, general manager who is at the 
property, reported that the coal deposit is 
improving with depth and looks better than at any 
time since prospecting began. 

Improves With Depth 
“The slope is now down 420 feet,” he said, “and 

looks fine.  The bottom bench of coal is excellent 
and the top bench is clearing out. One crosscut 
has been driven toward Favorite Bay 80 feet and is 
in very good coal, in fact it improves with distance.  
The lower crosscut is now off toward Favorite Bay 
60 feet and of course will act exactly like the upper 
one, as it covers the same ground, except that it is 
60 feet lower down. 

“Altogether, I would say the outlook is very 
favorable and we are making good progress on the 
slope.” 

The water does not hinder the work in any 
degree.  “In fact, this would be considered a dry 
slope,” he said. 

At a depth of 370 feet, the company is sinking a 
prospecting tunnel to determine the existence of a 
second bed of workable coal.  This should be 
completed within about two weeks.   

Payment on Property. 
A window display of coal from the bottom bench 
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is being shown in the offices of H.R. Shepard & 
Son.  It is of unusual quality and size.  A show 
piece, weighing probably about 100 pounds has 
also been presented to the Alaska Museum. 
Howard H. Lerch, today announced that the 
company had made payment of the sum due G.K. 
Harkrader for his one-half interest in the old 
Harkrader claims.  This insures the company 
[clipping ends abruptly] 

Diary 38, 1928 
September 26-
27 

-26th – 
Our house is completed - except the painting & 
paper hanging - which is almost completed.  It is a 
nice, large and pleasant home, on the very summit 
of Chicken Ridge - & overlooks the town and the 
Channel -both East and West. 

-27th - 
Recd. telegram as follows: 

Chicago, Illinois Sept. 27, 1928. 
Hon. James Wickersham, Juneau. 
Governor Smith has charged, quote, Hoover as 
Secretary commerce is personally responsible for 
the reprehensible condition of the fishing industry 
in Alaska over repeated protests of the Alaska 
Indians that their very existence has been 
threatened 

Diary 38, 1928 
September 27 

27 
stop he has coldly turned these Indians down and 
has granted a fishing monopoly to non-resident 
canners of Seattle, Portland and San Francisco 
stop Can we expect different treatment in the 
United States.  Unquote please make for 
publication concise statement of facts and wire 
same collect to C.E. Lounsbury, Field 
Representative Seattle Washington James W. 
Good, western manager Republican National 
Committee. 

Sent the following telegrams in answer: 
C.E. Lounsbury, Representative Republican  

National Committee, care Edward W. Allen,  
400 Burke Building, Seattle, Washington. 

Governor Smith is wrongly advised and badly 
mistaken in charging that Mr. Hoover as Secretary 
of Commerce is either officially or personally 
responsible for bad conditions which recently 

existed in the fishing industry in Alaska stop Worse 
conditions existed for eight years under President 
Wilsons administration and every appeal made to 
Congress 

Diary 38, 1928 
September 27 

27 
from Alaska for conservation legislation during 
those eight years was successfully defeated by 
monopoly combine through Democratic 
administration stop Infamous Democratic 
Alexander bill under Wilson administration 
conveying private titles to fishing grounds and 
valuable trap sites in Alaska to fishery combine 
barely defeated by minority Republicans stop.  
When Alaska fisheries were first placed under juris-
diction of Secretary Hoover he found them without 
departmental control or protection from outside 
cannery combine and threatened with complete 
extermination stop  Coolidge Administration 
caused passage Acts of Congress of Nineteen 
twenty four and Nineteen twenty six for their 
protection and conservation stop  These acts were 
passed by Republicans Congress approved by 
President Coolidge and Secretary Hoover and the 
Alaska fisheries are now for the first time under the 
control of conservation safeguards and safe from 
monopoly or destruction stop Alaskan Indians have 
every right that any other American citizen has in 
respect to Alaska fisheries stop  They were united 
against dangerous Democratic Alexander bill and 
now unanimously supporting the Republicans 
Territorial ticket and would if this were a State vote 
solidly for Hoover & Curtis stop.  Hoover did not 
and had no power to turn them down in any 
respect and did not grant fishing or any other 
monopoly to non-resident canneries stop  All 
fishery canneries now operating in Alaska were 
operating under wide open conditions during 
Wilson administration which made no effort to 

Diary 38, 1928 
September 27 

27 
control or curb their monopoly stop  Acts of 
Congress passed under Coolidge administration 
cured defects and provide ample power to enforce 
conservation arid protect the fisheries of Alaska 
from monopoly and destruction stop  Every Indian 



in Alaska is enthusiastic in support of and would 
vote for Curtis of Kansas whoever needed the 
ticket stop  They are confident that Hoover and 
Curtis will continue to protect their interests and 
those of the public in the Alaska fisheries stop  
Better fishery conditions exist now and Alaska 
Indians are assured of the preservation of their 
fisheries and fishing rights. 

James Wickersham 
 

28 
Juneau, Alaska Sept. 27, 1928. 

C.E. Lounsbury, Representative Republican  
National Committee, Care of Edward W. Allen 
400 Burke Building, Seattle, Washington. 

Have just received telegram from James W. 
Good, Chicago, to telegraph you interview 
answering Governor Smiths charge against 
Secretary Hoover stop Answer to you by separate 
telegram stop You have my permission to add to or 
subtract from same to make interview stronger as 
Governor Smith is being misled. 

James Wickersham 
Juneau, Alaska Sept. 27, 1928. 

Hon. James W. Good, Republican National  
Committee Headquarters, Chicago, Illinois. 

Sent Lounsbury four hundred words statement 
explaining charge against Secretary Hoover stop 
Gov Smith is wholly 

Diary 38, 1928 
September 27-
28 

28 
misled stop Acts Nineteen Hundred twenty four 
and nineteen twenty six passed by Republican 
Congress approved by President Coolidge and 
Secretary Hoover save both public and Indian 
rights in Alaska fisheries.  Letter coming. 

James Wickersham 
 

Juneau, Alaska September 28, 1928 
Will A Steel, 1010 First Avenue, 

Seattle, Washington. 
Call on C.E. Lounsbury representative Republicans 
National Committee assist editing my telegrams 
important see Edward W. Allen Burke Building 

James Wickersham 

I also wrote a letter to James W. Good and sent 
him therein copies of the telegrams to Lounsbury & 
himself. 
I am very much pleased to have had this telegram 
from my friend Good & to be able to assist in this 
small way in the national campaign. 
I hope Steel gets an opportunity to assist in editing 
my statement for he knows conditions & has 
political sense. 

Diary 38, 1928 
September 28- 
October 1 

28th continued. 
Recd. telegram from Good this evening: 

Chicago Ill. Sep 28, 1928 
James Wickersham, Juneau. 
Wire received stop many thanks for your prompt 
and effective work. 
James W. Good. 

-29th - 
Judge Hill held first Court today - Call of cases, 
motions, etc. 

-30th – 
Up at house looking around.  Examining bills - 
rooms etc etc. 

October 1st 1928. 
Grace & I moved into our house at 7th & Seward 
streets today - from room 500, Zynda hotel where I 
have lived for seven years. 
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Diary 39, 1928-
1930 
 

[Front cover] 
Private Diary 

of 
James Wickersham 

Octo 1, 1928 to May 15, 1930 
 

Primary Election for Delegate to  
Congress in 1930 

 
 [inside front cover] 

[political pamphlet] 
Problems  

To Be Considered. 
A 

SPEECH 
BY 

JOHN RUSTGARD 
Addressed by Him to Natives and Whites 

Alike. 
Published and Circulated by the  
Rustgard Campaign Committee. 

After discussing the various planks in his 
platform and calling attention to what he hoped to 
accomplish, Mr. Rustgard continued as follows: 

Ever since I was first mentioned as possible 
candidate for Delegate to Congress my opponent’s 
chief lieutenant, Mr. Wm. Paul, has been busy 
explaining to the Natives that I am the candidate of 
the cannery interests. 

This is only the burglar’s old trick of trying to 
escape by running and shouting “stop thief.” 

As Delegate to Congress I hope to be of use 
both to the canners and all others in Alaska. 

Meanwhile, before I go farther, let me say this: 
While I was United States Attorney I persistently 

prosecuted canneries for violation of fishing 
regulations.  Since I became Attorney General I 
have handled for the public thirty-eight different 
cases in court against salmon canners and never 
lost one. 

What is the record my accuser and his 
candidate?  We have it from the speech delivered 
by Wm. Paul at Ketchikan immediately before the 
1928 election, that he was invited by my astute 

opponent to join him in helping the canners to get a 
bill through Congress giving them a lease on trap 
sites, and that the younger of those two politicians 
received $6,000.00 for the job.  What the elder and 
more valuable man received was not stated, but 
his fee is reported at $15,000.00, which sounds 
reasonable enough.  What is this but the sale of 
political influence? 

For certainly what else was the price paid?  It 
was certainly not for services as lawyers.  The 
canners had all the jurists they needed both in 
Alaska, in Seattle and in Washington. 

Recently one of my opponent’s clackers 
accosted a friend of mine on the wharf at Ketchikan 
and whispered to him that Rustgard had stopped 
the Legislature from imposing a tax of fifty dollars 
on non-resident fishermen.  Said my friend: “Don’t 
you know that is a falsehood circulated for 
campaign purposes.” 

“Yes,” answered the clacker, “but I did not know 
YOU knew it.” 

The fact is that it is due to my work as Attorney 
General that the Legislature has the power to levy 
such a tax.  When the tax of five dollars per head 
was levied on non-resident fishermen the law was 
attacked as illegal.  I fought the case through all 
the courts clear to the Supreme Court of the United 
States and won.  The tax was held legal.  In 1925, 
when a bill was introduced into the Legislature to 
make the tax fifty dollars, the Court of Appeals in 
San Francisco had just decided a case in such a 
manner that it became almost certain that that 
tribunal would hold the fifty dollar tax illegal unless 
meanwhile a stronger decision could be secured 
from the Supreme Court in a case then on appeal 
in that court.  I then advised holding the pending 
tax bill till the power of the Legislature was settled 
by the highest authority in the case on appeal.  At 
that time he did not care whether the law was 
knocked out or not.  All he wanted was to show he 
could put it over and redeem his election promises. 

I can say that I did soon thereafter secure a very 
strong decision from the Supreme Court which I 
think will render the present tax of $250 on non-



resident trollers valid.  Without that decision by the 
Supreme Court I feel certain that not even a fifty 
dollar tax would have been sustained by the Court 
of Appeals, and we might not have got the chance 
to have such decision reviewed by the Supreme 
Court.  In that event the authority of the Legislature 
would have been lost forever, unless Congress 
should come to our rescue, which is doubtful. 

There is another feature of this campaign which I 
want to discuss with you. 

At the convention held by the Alaska Native 
Brotherhood at Haines last November, that 
organization entered into a written contract with 
Judge Wickersham and Wm. Paul.  I have 
endeavored to get a copy of that contract but have 
failed.  Several Indian friends of mine who are 
members of the Brotherhood and who were 
delegates to the convention have also endeavored 
to get the copies but have failed, though they were 
entitled to copies.  The Grand Officers keep the 
matter a profound secret, and I dare the gentleman 
interested to let the contract be made public. 

But several friends of mine who attended the 
convention have told me in substance what the 
contract provides.  It is typewritten and contains 
several pages. 

In effect it provides that Judge Wickersham shall 
prepare and pass through Congress a bill 
authorizing the Haida and Thlinget tribes of 
Southeastern Alaska (none others, keep that in 
mind) to bring suits against the United States in the 
Court of Claims to recover damages for the 
appropriation by the Government of all the lands 
and minerals and all the fishing and hunting 
grounds of Southeastern Alaska and which my 
opponent claims belong to the Indians and of which 
he claims they have been robbed by the 
Government; that Wickersham and Paul are to act 
as attorneys for those two tribes in prosecuting 
those claims before the Court of Claims, and are to 
receive a percentage of the money thereby 
recovered, and that the Brotherhood is to collect 
the sum of ten dollars from each of its members for 
the purpose of defraying the expenses in 

connection with this project.  The sum thus to be 
collected is estimated at from fifteen to twenty 
thousand dollars. 

I think I can show you why this contract is not 
likely to be made public. 

There is a statute of the United States which 
provides as follows: 

“Whoever, being elected or appointed a Senator, 
Member of, or Delegate to Congress, or a Resident 
Commissioner, shall, after his election or 
appointment, and either before or after he has 
qualified, and during his continuance in office, 
practice in the Court of Claims, shall be fined not 
more than $10,000 and imprisoned not more than 
two years; and shall, moreover, thereafter be 
incapable of holding any office of honor, trust, or 
profit under the Government of the United States. 

This statute speaks for itself and you need no 
lawyer to tell you what it means.  A few years ago 
two different Senators had to go to the penitentiary 
for violating this law. 

If you Natives want a man for attorney in your 
cases against the Government you can’t at the 
same time have him as Delegate You will at least 
have to choose.  My hunch is, that when you 
Natives contribute money to the violation of this 
statute which I have just read you are getting your 
legs pulled.  You get no more for your money than 
the canners did for theirs.  So much for that. 

There is now pending before Congress a bill 
introduced on the 8th of January by Mr. Sutherland 
which undertakes to carry out a part of the Haines 
contract with the Brotherhood.  It is designed to 
give the two tribes in question the right to sue the 
Government in the Court of Claims.  But why 
should not the other dozen or more tribes in Alaska 
be given the same right?  Why is it that our 
Delegate undertakes to look out only for the 
interests of those natives who have in advance 
agreed to divide their spoils with Paul and 
Wickersham/ 

Answer that if you can. 
Is it for the purpose of compelling the other tribes 

to rush into the arms of certain lawyers before they 
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can get recognition by their representative in 
Congress?  Is the Delegate’s office to be used as a 
collection bureau for political mercenaries? 

Of course not. 
No one who knows Mr. Sutherland will believe 

that he intended to lend his aid to any dishonest 
act.  Whatever else he may be he is absolutely on 
the square.  He evidently did not take the trouble to 
read the bill.  He has got into such a state of mind 
that he does not read a document unless you 
smear it with fish oil. 

One thing I can assure you of, -if elected I shall 
endeavor to represent all the people at all the times 
irrespective of whether they have agreed to pay 
tribute to any particular lawyer or not. 

On the title page of the Alaska Fisherman for last 
November Mr. Paul publishes a signed article 
wherein he is making an attack upon the “Forestry 
Department,” and his charge is that it is the 
“creature of the Pulp Mills.” 

Do you realize what this means? 
It is a charge that the men of the Forestry 

Bureau, though on the payroll of the Government, 
are really the hirelings of private interests at work 
robbing the public. 

It has the ring of the battle cry we heard so 
persistently twenty years ago when the sure way to 
get votes was to help save the country from the 
investor.  It was saved all right, and that’s what’s 
the trouble with it. 

Our Delegate to Congress is charging the 
Bureau of Fisheries with being the cause of 
Alaska’s diminishing population.  With all due 
respects for my friend Sutherland, it is evident that 
he is barking up the wrong tree.  It was the 
muckrakers of twenty years ago and their lingering 
echos who stopped suddenly the development of 
the Territory.  The Government was by those 
people forced to place such restrictions of the 
country that investors were driven away.  Fishing is 
the only industry that has been able to withstand 
the assault of that class of politicians. 

The only excuse Paul assigns for his charge 
against the Forestry Bureau is that he was refused 

permission to ship saw logs from the National 
forests to Japan to be there sawed into lumber by 
cheap foreign labor.  The Forestry Bureau takes 
the position that all the timber in Alaska must be 
worked up into lumber or pulp in Alaska by Alaska 
labor.  In this stand I thoroughly agree, and so I say 
in my platform. 

On this subject Canada has the right system.  In 
that country, in order to encourage home 
industries, it is required that all timber be worked 
up into merchandise, whether lumber or pulp, 
before it leaves the country.  To encourage paper 
manufacturing they have an export duty to pulp; to 
encourage smelting and refining of metals they 
have an export duty on ores, at least on nickel 
ores. 

We have no pulp or paper mills in Alaska as yet, 
but there are several men of means who are 
looking forward to investing many millions of 
dollars to start such industries in Alaska.  Let them 
come, let them come.  They are the men who can 
help build up the country and restore the vanishing 
population. 

By Paul and his pals we are now put in a position 
where the first thing to confront these people when 
they land on the wharves of the “First City” is the 
threatening attitude of men who bluster about 
having five thousand votes at their command.  
They are threatening to start the same kind of 
warfare which drove investors out of the coal fields, 
and oil fields, and forests twenty years ago. 

What is the purpose?  It is to levy the same 
tribute upon all the other industries as was levied 
upon the canners? 

Any man who undertakes to use his political 
following to obstruct or discourage men of means 
in the building up of our industries is a menace to 
the public and should be driven out of politics so 
effectively that he will never again be able to attract 
any attention.  You Indians owe it to yourselves to 
show the country that you will not be parties to the 
methods pursued by those who claim to be your 
leaders.  You, more than anybody else, will profit 
by the establishment of new industries.  Do not let 



anybody make you think he is the friend of labor 
simply because he stands on the wharf and barks 
at approaching investors. 

Now, let us look the present situation fairly in the 
face: 

Paul boasts in his paper that he has five 
thousand votes at his command. 

His opposition to the canners made it expedient 
for them to come to him with at least $6,000.00 
which we know of.  His friend, received even more 
for similar service. 

The tow have already succeeded in having our 
Delegate urge a bill having the tendency to compel 
all tribes of Indians to come to them and agree to 
divide before they can have equal rights with those 
Indians who have entered into such contract. 

This naturally leads us to wonder what is the 
purpose of this new attack launched against the 
prospective pulp mills. 

Finally, let me say this, and I say it with regrets: 
Many of us in Alaska have for years been 

burning candles before the picture of the candidate 
who heads the Paul ticket.  A very few individuals 
have been blessed with the faculty of stirring public 
imagination with enthusiasm and devotion towards 
themselves.  My opponent has been one of those 
favored few.  Out of that enthusiasm and devotion 
the people of Alaska placed him in imagination 
upon a beautiful pedestal before which they 
performed their rites of patriotism, homage and 
devotion.  I confess to have myself performed their 
rites of patriotism, homage and devotion.  I confess 
to have myself performed priestly duties at those 
ceremonies. 

What has recently been exposed convinces 
many of us that our idol is made of ordinary clay-
very ordinary, and we are wondering whether his 
enemies of old may not, after all, have been right in 
their contention. 
We are lead to wonder  whether, after all, the 
Indian leader is any more than an understudy?  We 
have it from that gentleman himself that it was his 
present candidate for Delegate who first showed 
him how to smite the rock that gives forth the sweet 

water. 

 [next diary page] 
[political pamphlet] 

Paul and the Salmon Canners 
(Paul’s Own Explanation.) 

What was Wm. Paul paid the $6,000.00 for? Was 
it for legal advice or was it for work as a lobbyist? 

Is it true, as Paul argues, that because a man 
has been admitted to the bar he has a moral right 
to take money any time for anything? Or to do any-
thing at any time so long as he is paid for it?  Or to 
take fees on both sides of the case? 

“ABOLITION OF ALL FIST TRAPS” is the slogan 
Paul has carried at the head of the editorial column 
of his “ALASKA FISHERMAN” for the last four or 
five years. 

His explanation of his on page of front is that he 
wanted to help the canners to get such a title to the 
trap that they could borrow money on it. Why then 
abolish the trap? 

As a politician he is against the trap; as a paid 
lobbyist he is for it. 

PAUL’S SPEECH 
The following is from Paul’s speech delivered at 

Ketchikan, Alaska, Nov 3rd, 1928, as reported by 
Lawrence Kerr, Stenographer: 

Oh, George Grigsby, candidate for Delegate to 
the United States Congress from Alaska, he has 
been going up and down the Territory telling how I 
was bought by the canneries.  Now listen to me - 
this great Democrat, the head of the ticket, went 
down to Seattle within two months and asked the 
canneries to put up his expense money; then he 
came up to a prominent attorney and asked him to 
use his good influence to collect some campaign 
money from the cannery interests, and then 
because he failed in both instances, he went up to 
Fairbanks and this is the story he told at Fairbanks:  
“I do not want to be under obligations to the 
cannery interests, therefore I have refused all 
“cannery money.”  I am going to depend upon my 
friends - on small amounts from my friends - so 
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that I will not be under obligations to the cannery 
trusts.”  You know George Grigsby (Applause)  

George Grigsby has got four mortgages on his 
little home over here, and everyone that took a 
mortgage thought they were getting a first 
mortgage.  I could tell you about - more about 
George Grigsby, this good Democrat, and the 
reason why he wants to represent the people as 
Delegate to Congress; he is well known to the 
people of Alaska.  * * * * Why don’t the Democrats 
tell about the fees that lawyers on the opposition 
ticket get?  It is all right for them to get money - 
there is only one lawyer that ought to starve to 
death - it is William L. Paul (Applause.)  Now we 
will pass on to A.H. Zeigler - who is Zeigler?  Mr. 
Zeigler and I are very good friends, but Zeigler you 
take money, you get your fees wherever you can 
get them, I know your record - your record as an 
Attorney. * * * * Zeigler is only doing what every 
other lawyer does, he takes his fees from every 
source from which he can yet them. 

Now I come to the specific charges made against 
me, that is, that I am in the pay of the canneries.  In 
the first place, there isn’t a person here but will 
admit that a lawyer having a general practice has 
the right to accept fees from any source he can get 
them.  My work as a private attorney and my work 
as a legislator is a different thing. 
I was called to Seattle, Washington by JUDGE 
WICKERSHAM - oh those friends of Judge 
Wickersham don’t mention his name, always mine, 
he can take his fees where he finds them - they 
take care they don’t mention Wickersham’s name 
because he has got their number. (Applause.)  I 
was called to Seattle, Washington, to consider the 
question of a certain bill that certain cannery intere-
sts wished to introduce in Congress; among the 
cannery interests were the Nakat, Sunny Point an 
d Deep Sea, represented by Mr. Friele, Mr. Skinner 
and Mr. Buschmann; it seems that these men had 
been in conference with cannerymen, Judge 
Wickersham and Bob Heckman.  The question 
came up in this way: These cannery interests are 
obliged to borrow money at the beginning of each 

season, each year, to carry on their cannery 
business; the banks nave to lean them sometimes 
as much as five hundred thousand dollars. When it 
comes to obtaining the money the banks are not 
willing to loan this money without proper security 
having no assurance that any fish will be delivered 
the cannery.  At the present time every single trap 
site location is open to be jumped and the 
cannerymen know this very well; I can go on the 
ground and take Stevens (?) trap site away from 
him merely by going out there first, and, you know 
very well that is the law, and every canneryman 
knows it and because - the reason we have not 
had trouble is because there is a gentlemen’s 
agreement between the various trap owners that 
they will not jump another’s location, that is the 
reason.  Therefore the banks require the canneries 
to give them the assurance that the traps will be 
operated the succeeding year - the year for which 
the money is borrowed to carry on the business.  
Therefore they made their proposition - that a bill 
be passed through Congress giving the trap 
owners the right to lease their trap sites, and on 
that point I was called into consultation.  * * * *  
When I came down there I was asked how much 
pay I anticipated; I was sure that Judge 
Wickersham or myself would have to go back to 
Washington; I had a consultation with Bob 
(Heckman) and he told me that I ought to get at 
least five thousand for it; I thanked him very much 
for the information and I made it six thousand 
(Laughter). I therefore think I have answered the 
question propounded by the Democratic 
Committee.   

Now when I went back to Washington to find out 
whether or not such a bill could pass Congress, 
one of the first things I done was to go to Dan 
Sutherland’s office; he had seen the bill and we 
entered into a discussion; Dan Sutherland at the 
time said I am utterly opposed to that kind of bill; I 
don’t want any bill introduced in Congress that is 
going to legalize traps or give preferments - he 
answered my question.  I then went to other 
members of Congress and asked them what was 



the chance of getting the passage of the bill leasing 
trap sites from year to year and they told me that 
they did not feel that a bill could be gotten through 
Congress over the opposition of Dan Sutherland.  
So it was about a week or ten days later I got a 
long distance call from Seattle, Washington; Judge 
Wickersham was at one end talking at the rate of 
about fifty dollars per minute, and over the 
telephone and demanded that I see Mr. Sutherland 
and ask him to introduce the bill.  From my end I 
said, “Wickersham, I shall do no such thing as that 
because Dan is opposed to the bill.” 
 
{Memo: The last two sentences above are 
incorrect.  He did have a talk with Friele, Mgr. of 
the Nakat Pk. Co. but not with me & no such 
language was used. 

James Wickersham 
May 2, 1930.} 
 
[political pamphlet] 

PLATFORM OF 
JOHN RUSTGARD 

In obedience to custom and in response to the 
demands of intelligent electors to be informed as to 
the policies which each candidate for office intends 
to pursue if elected, I submit to the people of 
Alaska the following 

DECLARATION OF PRINCIPLES. 
It would seem obvious that the peace, progress 

and prosperity of Alaska demands the closest and 
friendliest possible cooperation between the 
Territorial and Federal agencies within the 
Territory.  Wit all the navigable waters, 99% of the 
land, the fish, the game and the wild fur bearing 
animals under the jurisdiction and control of the 
Federal Government, and with Territorial 
development dependent on that Government for 
financial assistance amounting to several million 
dollars per annum, it would be unwise for the 
people of Alaska to enter into acrimonious disputes 
with the authorities at the National Capital.  It shall, 
therefore be my aim to establish and maintain the 
friendliest relations with the Federal Government 

and its several agencies in Alaska, while at the 
same time I urge upon all these what I conceive to 
be the majority of the people of the Territory. 

At the earliest opportunity I shall seek such 
amendment of the Organic Act as will not only give 
us as much home rule as was invariably granted 
other Territories, but which will enable us to 
gradually assume more and more of the functions 
of government until full Statehood is attained. 

I propose to cooperate with the Bureau of 
Fisheries in securing the best possible fishing 
regulations, and intend to do all in my power to 
secure such legislation as will leave the fisheries of 
Alaska open only to leave the fisheries of Alaska 
open only to the bona fide residents of the Territory 
wherever that is practical and where, by such 
policy, the settlement of the Territory wherever that 
is practical and where, by such policy, the 
settlement of the Territory can be materially 
stimulated. 

I shall also recommend that the residents along 
the Yukon River be authorized to engage in such 
limited commercial fishing in the river as will not 
appreciably interfere with the propagation of 
salmon. 

I commend the Bureau of Forestry for its 
determination to have the timber within its keeping 
manufactured into articles of commerce within the 
Territory instead of shipped to foreign countries in 
the raw state to be there prepared for the market 
by foreign labor. 

All who have made substantial improvement on 
land for residence purposes should be given a 
deed to whatever they improve, occupy and use.  
The quasi communistic system at present practiced 
by the Government is bad in principle and should 
be abandoned. 

Farming is an inevitable prerequisite to the 
stability of the population and the permanence of 
industries.  Every effort should, therefore, be made 
to assist experienced farmers in settling on and in 
starting the utilization of our agricultural ands 
grazing land. 

The construction of the International Highway, so 
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called, is a worthy project which promises much for 
the country and should be given ample support as 
soon as definite steps are taken by the Canadians 
to meet us at the boundary line. 

The fullest cooperation will be given the Alaska 
Road Commission in its effort to secure the largest 
possible appropriation for roads and trails.  The 
Bureau of Forestry and Bureau of Public Roads 
should be given full authority to use the funds at 
their disposal to build trails instead of roads 
wherever such course seems the wiser. 

Every fair and humanitarian reason speaks for 
the native Indian population the kindliest and most 
helpful consideration by the public and the 
Government.  The opportunity of those races for 
acquiring a practical education and for earning a 
living is of foremost importance and must be 
supplied whenever and wherever it is reasonably 
possible to do so.  I shall urge increased 
appropriations for the establishment and 
maintenance of industrial schools and medical 
attention for the native population.  Both 
governmental and private employers should be 
induced to give these people employment. 

I believe that the people of Alaska, when entitled 
to litigate any questions in dispute with any of the 
departments at Washington, should be authorized 
to institute the legal proceedings for that purpose in 
the courts of Alaska instead of being compelled, as 
now, to go to the Capital to do so.  The present 
order is tantamount to a denial of the right to 
submit such disputes to the courts and tends to 
encourage autocratic attitudes by the various 
bureaus. 

In consonance with this view I also believe that 
the War Department should be relieved of the 
burden of adjudicating private rights to the water 
front or to navigable waters, a function which does 
not belong to it, but which the peculiar conditions 
prevailing in Alaska have forced it to assume. 

I also believe that owners of fish traps and trap 
sites should be protected in such ownership 
against all interference except by the Government, 
and to that end should receive leases for their trap 

sites for a fixed period, subject always to 
revocation and whatever rules and regulations the 
Government may see fit to impose. 

I believe in eliminating form the public life of the 
Territory all those individuals who make a business 
of stirring up antagonism against industrial 
institutions for the sake of getting a hand-out. 

In addition to the foregoing I shall advocate: 
1.  Repeal of all laws and revocation of all 

regulations protecting useless sea fowls or aquatic 
animals which are destructive of fish and fish eggs. 

2.  Salary for United States Commissioners. 
3.  Establishment of radio stations in all isolated 

communities of importance. 
4.  Regular and more frequent mail facilities for 

the settlements west of Cook Inlet. 
5.  Additional Coast Guard ships fully equipped 

to give aid to the fishing population during fishing 
season. 

6. Increased force for the Federal Mining 
Engineer’s office to enable him to examine and 
report on mining prospects and advise prospectors. 

7.  Improvement of harbors for the fishing fleets 
at convenient points. 

8.  Erection of public buildings at the several 
places where now urgently needed. 

9.  Erection of bridge connecting Juneau and 
Douglas Island if the same can be done at such 
cost as will render the undertaking practical. 

10.  Establishment of naval air ports and all 
strategic points, and to have army and naval 
airplanes stationed in the Territory and all times for 
use in emergencies. 

11.  Acceptance of and support for the various 
recommendations made by the Governor in his last 
report. 

12.  Right of appeal in all criminal cases. 
JOHN RUSTGARD, 

Republican Candidate for 
Delegate to Congress. 

Diary 39, 1928 
October 1 

October 1, 1928. 
Grace Elizabeth Wickersham, my Wife to whom I 
was married on June 26th 1926, and I moved into 
our new home at 7th and Seward St. Juneau, 



today.   I have lived at the Zynda hotel since 1921, 
and it seems quite an adventure to move into a 
new house at the summit of Chicken Ridge - We 
have been repairing & putting the house in shape 
since early in August, and are now about finished:  
The place has cost me $10,000, and is not yet 
finished!  But I am impatient to get a home with my 
library and other comfortable surroundings - hence 
the expenditures. 

Diary 39, 1928 
October 1-4 

Octo. 1, continued. 
Court in regular session today for the first time 
since Judge Reed died some months ago.  Cases 
being set for trial. 
Receive copy of my Copyright Notice on act. “A 
Bibliography of Alaskan Literature.” 

-Octo. 2nd- 
Engaged in trial of Gallwas, et. al. v Reide, a jury 
case.  Henry Roden assisting me.  It’s a doubtful 
case at best on the facts, though it seemed good 
on the law. 
Our big new house seems empty for we have little 
furniture yet, and no rugs. 

-3rd – 
Trial ended & goes to the jury tomorrow. 

-4th - 
Jury decided case Gallwas V Reid against us. 

Diary 39, 1928 
October 4-6 

-4th continued. 
Am busy paying bills on my house - bills for 
laborers, carpenters, painters, etc. 
Had to borrow $500. for 30 days to finish 
payments. Tried divorce case of Snyder v Snyder - 
second divorce for my client. 
We are getting the house habitable slowly - There 
are 14 
rooms, etc. etc. - quite enough it seems for two 
people. 

-5th – 
Mrs. Dr. L.P. Dawes is giving Grace a luncheon 
party today. 

-6th - 
Motion calendar in court today.  Argued exemption 
question on gas boat before court - nice points.   
Moving private books etc. from office to house. 

Diary 39, 1928 
October 7-10 

-7th – 
Sunday.  Worked most all day at the house 
arranging my library etc. 

-8th – 
Drew instructions in case of Assault with 
Dangerous Weapon.  U.S. v Malmberg. 
L. M. Sullivan, clerk in my office, will occupy a 
room in our new home on Chicken Ridge.  He is a 
fine young man, and I think will make a good 
lawyer. 

-9th – 
Same as usual in the office. 

-10th - 
Dinner last night at J.A. Hellenthals, present Mr. & 
Mrs. Walstein G. Smith, Major and Mrs. Elliott, 
U.S.A. Grace & I and the Hellenthals - fine dinner. 

Diary 39, 1928 
October 10 

10th continued. 
Delegate Sutherland, M.C. arrived in town last 
night on SS. Yukon, to begin his campaign in S.E. 
Alaska.  He took dinner with us tonight. 
The Empire is very kind to boost the mine & Lerch 
is surely a good publicity man: 
 
[clipping] 

THE ADMIRALTY ISLAND COAL 
COMPANY. 

The interview given to the empire by Howard 
Lerch of the Admiralty Island Coal Company tells a 
remarkable story of efficiency in the development 
of the coal mine at Harkrader, and one that makes 
it quite evident that the company has a large 
quantity of excellent coal.  It was only last April that 
the Admiralty Island Coal Company began 
developing the property it had acquired.  It started 
shipping coal in small quantities to Juneau in an 
incredibly short time there after, and the shipments 
have continued regularly.  Mr. Lerch says by about 
October 20th the mine will be producing 100 tons of 
coal daily, and that this figure will be increased to 
200 tons within three months.  At this rate, within 
less than a year from the opening of the property, 
the production will cut a wide swath in the coal 
consumption of this section.   

That sort of work speaks for itself. The record 
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shows competency in management and it would 
seem to a layman to be proof that the property 
contains coal in quantities that will make a mine 
with a continuation of the sort of management that 
it has had.  All the indications are that this section 
has acquired a new industry, one that will 
contribute a great deal toward the growth of 
population and business.  A steady stream of 200 
tons of coal a day, and that will in the course of 
time be increased - will keep a lot of money in this 
region that heretofore has heretofore has been 
sent away for fuel.   

The Admiralty Island Coal Company is 
apparently becoming one of the leading industrial 
and business institutions in Juneau, and one that 
deserves the well wishes and Company operation 
of the entire community.  From the beginning, it 
proceeded to work and it has kept at it.  Without 
ostentation or hot air of any sort, it appears to be 
driving its way to success. 
 
My clerk, L.M. Sullivan is trying his first case in the 
Dist. Ct. – U.S. v Malmberg. 

Diary 39, 1928 
October 1 

-11th - 
Roy Sullivan, from my office was asked by Judge 
Hill to defend one Malmberg, who is indicted for 
Assault with Dangerous Weapon - Case began 
yesterday and went over until this morning to 
instruct the jury.  I would not assist in the trial.  I 
want Roy to begin to stand alone in trying cases & 
this is his first “stand alone” case.  Of course, the 
defendant is technically “Guilty,” but if he should 
secure a conviction on a lesser crime it would be 
quite a victory for him.  But I do not expect that, 
even. 
Jury found Malmberg - Guilty. 
Dinner with Mrs. Hooker. Grace & I also it & Mrs. 
DeVigne & Dan Sutherland. 

Diary 39, 1928 
October 12-13 

-12th – 
I was employed to defend Innocent Herman, 
accused of having seduced a Russian creole at 
Sitka, under promise of marriage.  We had proof 
that other men had prior favors, etc. but they got 
innocent before the Grand Jury today & persuaded 

him to marry the lady - which he did with the Dept. 
Dist. Atty. & a lady member of the Grand jury as his 
supporters!  Anyway I had collected my fees in 
advance! 

-13th - 
Call of the motion calendar.  Argued several cases. 
demurrers etc.  Everything as usual in the office. 

Diary 39, 1928 
October 14-17 

-14th – 
Wet Sunday.  Cleaned & polished furniture all day! 
at home, & enjoyed it very much.  Am reading 
“Catherine Paris, by Bebisco. 

-15- 
Same as usual in office - & house. 

-16th – 
Preparing notes for talk tomorrow to School 
children on 61st Anniversary of raising the 
American flag at Sitka. Oct. 18. 1967 
Sutherland is back from Sitka. 

-17th - 
Sutherland, Paul, Otis & other politicians in the 
office this forenoon - they are on their way to 
Skagway to speak in the 

Diary 39, 1928 
October 17 

17 
campaign.  I took Sutherlands affidavit to his 
Report of Political Expenditures & sent it by mail to 
Page, Clerk House Representatives. 
Delivered a “talk” to the Juneau High School at 130 
p.m. half an hour long. Anniversary tomorrow, 61st 
occupation Alaska 1867, & the raising of the 
American flag at Sitka.  I enjoyed the talk & the 
children seemed to. 
Many persons compliment me about my 
Bibliography, and ask for autographed copies.  
Letter from Darrell.  He has been sick.  Jane is 
East and I think he gets downhearted when she is 
away.  He is not strong as I am notwithstanding his 
size and superior weight. 

Diary 39, 1928 
October 18-20 

-18th – 
Working in office notwithstanding it is a Territorial 
Holiday. 

-19th – 
Same as usual in the office. 

-20th - 
Same as usual in the office. 



Sutherland rally at the “Palace Theater” Brass 
band, torches, speeches. 
For the first time in 20 years I was not on the stage, 
nor a party to the proceedings - publicly.  
Sutherland, Paul, Winn, McCormack & Benjamin & 
Olts - the first a candidate for Delegate - the others 
candidates for the Legislature.  It was a good, quiet 
& respectable meeting - present a large crowd, 
earnest & friendly. 

Diary 39, 1928 
October 21-22 

21st 
Sunday.  Mail, recd. a letter from Darrell urging that 
I make an earnest effort to sell my mining claims 
on Cleary Creek to the Fairbanks Exploration Co.  
Judge Bunnell sends me a copy (of an original 
copy) of “The Fairbanks Gazette,” a type written 
newspaper issued at Fairbanks on July 17, 1903, 
editor Alfred L. Smith, No. 5077, “Bibliography of 
Alaskan Literature,” etc. etc. 

-22nd - 
As usual in office.  In court trying to get Whaler v 
Harvie set for trial Agreed with Roden to try case 
24th. 

Diary 39, 1928 
October 23-24 

-23rd – 
Had Paul, McCormack, Olts & Benjamin to dinner. 
A beautiful dinner, a pleasant visit from four friends 
& an enjoyable evening for us. & our friends seem 
to have a pleasant hour also.  Grace put the whole 
function over in a very friendly way! 

-24th - 
Hon. Dan Sutherland, Delegate from Alaska left 
Juneau, I suspect, for the last time this forenoon - 
going to Petersburg, Wrangell & other towns south 
to finish his campaign.   The last thing before he 
left he came to tell me, that he would not be a 
candidate 

Diary 39, 1928 
October 24 

24 
for delegate again.  That he would permanently 
retire from political, life in Alaska with this term.  I 
understand he will remain in Pennsylvania, in some 
relation to the Ogontz Girls School, at Philadelphia 
- which is owned by his sister, so he may never 
come back to Alaska!  He has been one of the 
strongest items of force in the political history of 
Alaska for 20 years and more.  He is a brave, 

honest, intelligent man, and has had the support 
and confidence of the people of  the territory for all 
that time, because of those high qualities.  His 
place will be 

Diary 39, 1928 
October 24 

24 
hard to fill.  I feel that I have lost an invaluable 
member of the Republican party in Alaska, an old 
and active prospector and miner, one who worked 
in the fishing of halibut, a first class boatman, and 
all round fine character and good citizen.  He has 
been, always, an active supporter of good 
American ideals in the creation of government in 
this territory, and his retirement will be a distinct 
loss to the Territory.  My relations with him for all 
those years have been of the closest and kindliest 
character.  I greatly regret to contemplate his 
going. 

Diary 39, 1928 
October 5-28 

-25th – 
Trial case of Wheeler v Harvie, equity case before 
Judge Hill. adjourned. 

-26th – 
Casa Wheeler v Harvie continued but not finished.  
Roden for Plaintiff. case goes over until Saturday 
or Monday, for witnesses from Wrangell. 

-27th – 
Grace & I went to the Coliseum Theatre last night, 
to see moving picture “Sparrows,” by Mary 
Pickford.  Not bad. 
In court today. - call motion calendar.  More work 
on house, but finally finished, I hope. 

-28th - 
Sunday.  Worked at home.  Dinner at the 
Gastineau “Tavern” - went to Palace to see “The 
Overland Stage” 

Diary 39, 1928 
October 29-30 

-29th – 
Same as usual in the office. 
Grace & I both wrote good long letters to Darrell & 
Jane.  She is just home from the East & wrote to 
me from Chicago. 

-30th - 
Sold B.M. Behrends $1500.00 of my McKinnon 
Investment Co. bonds at par and accrued interest = 
$1519.30 
Paid a note I gave them Sept. 1. 503.10 
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Bal. dep. in bank =  1016.20 
Bal. in bank prior =    184.20 
Present Bal. in Bank $1200.40 
Concluded trial of Wheeler v Harvie, before Judge 
Hill tried “from time to time” a very unsatisfactory 
way to try cases. 
Some time ago I wrote a “political” letter to my 
friend W.H. Holmes, who is a candidate for 
Governor of Texas 

Diary 39, 1928 
October 30 

30 
on the Republican ticket, “boosting” him so that he 
might use it in his campaign for Governor.  I am 
just in receipt of a letter from him thanking me for it 
and saying his campaign manager had it published 
- he sends me copy.  He also says Texas will cast 
75,000 majority - for Hoover! which I cannot 
believe!  Following is clipping from Texas paper,  
 
[clipping] 

AMARILLO SUNDAY NEWS AND GLOBE 
SUNDAY MORNING, OCTOBER 14, 1928. 

HOLMES IS  
PRAISED BY  

NOTED JUDGE 
WICKERSHAM COMMENDS AM- 

ARILLO MAN FOR WORK  
IN ALASKA. 

Friends of W.H. Holmes, Republican nominee for 
Governor of Texas, are elated over the splendid 
letter he has received form Judge James 
Wickersham, formerly Federal judge in Alaska.  
Judge Wickersham lives at Juneau and is the 
judge who sent the entire Federal court personnel 
at Nome to penitentiary.  This incident was covered 
by Rex Beach in his novel “The Spoilers.” 

Judge Wickersham served Alaska eight years as 
a Republican delegate to congress; was delegate 
to the last Republican convention at Kansas City 
and was the author of a bill creating the Alaska 
railroad, which was secured by him under a 
Democratic administration. 

The letter from Judge Wickersham follows: 
Law Offices of 

JAMES WICKERSHAM 

Juneau, Alaska. 
September 3, 1928 

Hon. W.H. Holmes, 
Amarillo, Texas. 
My Dear Sir: 
The press dispatches announce that the 
Republican in Teas have nominated you as their 
candidate for Governor of that great state, and I 
hasten to send you my congratulations.  Your 
many friends among the pioneer prospectors and 
miners in Alaska are greatly pleased at this 
recognition of your manly and courageous 
character by the Texans.  There are, as you know, 
always a scattering of hardy Texans in very Alaska 
mining camp, from the Klondike to Nome, and all 
these are highly delighted at your nomination by 
the Republicans of their home state, and all hope 
you will be elected. 

Diary 39, 1928 
October 30 

30 
Personally I have admired your high character 

and fine courage ever since our earliest 
acquaintance in the Nome camp years ago.  There 
you bore a man’s part in bringing order into a wild 
frontier mining camp, and giving the people safety 
and law and order.  As United States District Judge 
in that region in those hectic days I well remember 
your firm support of the law and the courage with 
which you gave that support to the court and its 
officials.  Later in the Yukon mining camps your 
example and courage did much to establish law 
and order in that hostile wilderness and give the 
people peace and safety. 

We Alaskans have continually heard the same 
approval of your public support of law and order by 
the people among whom you cast your lot since 
you left us years ago.  The people of the Oklahoma 
oil regions, and now in Texas, seem to find you the 
same fine citizen that we say in you in Alaska.  We 
are pleased to have our judgment about your high 
character so fully approved by the people of those 
two great states. 

We cordially recommend you to the vigorous and 
loyal men and women of Texas, as an able and 
faithful citizen in Alaska, and we are sure the 



thousands of friends you made in Oklahoma will 
join us in the statement that you are entirely worthy 
of the highest confidence and support of the people 
of Texas, and will make them a loyal and 
courageous governor if you shall be elected to that 
high office. 

We wish you a success in the campaign, and a 
happy and successful term as governor of the old 
Lone Star State. 

Sincerely your friend, 
(Signed): JAMES WICKERSHAM 

 
Judge Hill decided a case against me today which I 
think was very unjust & I am consequently as mad 
at him as the usual “poor loser” ever is! 
We reached an agreement tonight on the 
accounting & saved something for Harvie: it is not 
far from right. 
 
[clipping] 

Swindler of 2 Women  
Sentenced to Quentin 

Los Angeles, Oct. 18 (AP).-Samuel Wickersham, 
to have posed as a “man of millions,” today was 
sentenced to San Quentin, penitentiary for a term 
of from two to 20 years.  Wickersham was found 
guilty of defrauding Mrs. Frank Newmann, aged 
widow, and her daughter, Mrs. Frances Fay, out of 
$70,000. 
 
A rose by any other name would smell as sweet: 
he was some worker! 

Diary 39, 1928 
October 31- 
November 2 

-31st – 
Same as usual – nothing new. 

Nov. 1st  
Paid all my bills!  Recd. letter from Darrell 
cautioning me about my extravaganza in building, 
etc.!! 

-Nov. 2nd - 
Working on opinion etc. in the case of First Nat. 
Bank v Mrs. C.J. Peterson, Fairbanks: she wants 
me to come & defend her claim to mining ground, 
but I am trying to get out of trip by preparing a 
statement, opinion & instructions to the attorney 

(either Albrecht or Irwin) who must try 
the case.  Mr. Sullivan, my asst. is doing much 
better work & will make a good lawyer! 

Diary 39, 1928 
November 3 

-Nov. 3rd - 
Things as usual in the office. 
Mr. Lerch, Treas. Admiralty Island Coal Co. has 
been having “hard sledding,” this week to get 
money enough to keep the Coal Co. going, but 
John Reck, Pres. of the First Nat. Bank, came to 
the rescue - doubled his subscription for stock & 
others assisted, & the shape is moving along 
easier. 

We are to have Mr. & Mrs. Walstein G. Smith, 
(Ter. Treas). & Mr. & Mrs. Lerch to dinner this 
evening.  Grace is getting in shape finally to pay 
our social debts - they are not numerous but need 
attention - no carpets 
etc yet, but our friends know the situation - will 
have them soon. 

Diary 39, 1928 
November 4 

-4th - 
A good dinner - with bridge - last night with the 
Smiths and Lerch’s.  The Empire had an ugly 
attack against Paul - put out by Hunt, of 
Petersburg, charging Paul with having sold out to 
the cannery interests on the trap site matter!  Poor 
Hunt is bitter and a hard loser! 
Sunday - at office concluding statement, 
instructions, etc. to my client, Mrs. C.J. Peterson, 
of Fairbanks in the case of First Nat. Bank v. 
Peterson - a contest over a placer mining claim No 
1. above discovery on Gilmore Creek at Fairbanks.  
I may have to go there and try the case. 

Diary 39, 1928 
November 5-6 

-5th – 
Concluded examining facts in two cases from 
Fairbanks.  I think Mrs. C.J. Peterson has good 
defense to suit in adverse patent proceeding for 
placer claim No. 1. above Discovery on Gilmore 
Creek & so advised her by letter & telegram.  
Advised Mrs. Mary E. Pedro that I would not take 
over case for think she has lost her rights by 
laches[?] & returned her papers. 

-Nov. 6th -  Election Day. 
Hunt at Ketchikan & the Democrats are making 
supreme efforts to defeat Wm L. Paul for election to 
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the Legislature on account of charge that he 
received $6000. to go to Washington 

Diary 39, 1928 
November 6 

6 
this summer and support my Bill providing for 
leasing trap sites! 

Democrats are fighting Indian voters - who are 
supporting Paul - trying to prevent them from 
voting! 
This is a sample ballot & contains all the names 
voted for in that Div. 
 
[ballot page] 

Sample Ballot 
FIRST JUDICIAL DIVISION 

Mark “X” in the square at the left of the name of the 
candidate for whom you desire to vote.  If the 

names for whom you desire to vote do not appear 
on the ballot, insert with pencil in blank spaces. 

For Governor 
[blank] 

For Delegate to Congress 
Vote for One 

                        GRIGSBY, GEORGE B. Democratic 
                  X    SUTHERLAND, DAN A. Republican 

For Territorial Senator 
Vote for One 

                  X    BENJAMIN, CHAS. Republican     
                        WALKER, NORMAN R. Democratic 

Diary 39, 1928 
November 6 

6 
For Territorial Representative 

Vote for Four 
                        ANDERSON, NELS, Democratic 
                  X    McCORMACK, P.C. Republican 
                  X    OLTS, A.L. Republican 
                  X    PAUL, WILLIAM L. Republican 
                        BEAM, J.S.  Democratic 
                        SHATTUCK, ALLEN Democratic 
                  X    WINN, GROVER C. Republican 
                        ZIEGLER, A.H. Democratic 

For Attorney General for Territory of Alaska 
Vote for One 

                  X    RUSTGARD, JOHN Republican 
                        TRUIT, JAMES S.  Democratic 

For Divisional Road Commissioner 
Vote for Two 

                  X    ADKINS, ALEX Republican 
                        AVEY, CLARENCE T. Independent 
                  X    GILMORE, PETER F.  Republican 
 
The names marked with a cross are the 
Republican candidates! 

Diary 39, 1928 
November 7 

-7th - 
Hoover is elected by a veritable “landslide” of the 
voters, probably by the greatest relative majority 
ever given in a really contested election.  Locally, 
however, the Republican ticket seems to be in 
trouble.  Always we are in doubt for some days - 
until we can hear from the Indian and outside 
districts.  Grigsby ran strong - and is giving 
Sutherland a closer race than he has ever had.  
The Legislative ticket seems to be in such doubt 
that only the final returns will settle question of who 
is elected. 
Texas & some southern States reported to have 
gone for Hoover!! 

Diary 39, 1928 
November 7-8 

-7th continued- 
Grace gave a dinner to Mrs. Tupper, one of her 
school teacher friends. whose birthday happens 
today:  Present Mrs. Tupper, Mrs. Tilden, Stabler, 
Roy H. Sullivan, Grace & myself. 
A nice birthday cake please “Tupps”. 

-8th - 
Everything as usual.  Hellenthal & I interviewed 
Judge Hill & consented to a trial of Goldstein v 
Pond, et. al. before the judge, but he did not fix 
date.  The great “landslide” for Hoover continues to 
slaughter Democratic candidates!  They lost Texas, 
Florida, Oklahoma, Tennessee, New York, etc. but 
the Empire boosts that they defeated Paul!! 

Diary 39, 1928 
November 9-11 

-9th – 
The Indian precincts are helping those Republican 
candidates who ran behind.  But may not help quite 
enough.  It now looks as if Paul and Otis may be 
defeated.  Sutherland is again elected by a 
substantial majority. 

-10th – 
Case of Goldstein v Pond set for trial Monday 



morning 
-11th - 

Sunday.  Spent afternoon in office with witnesses 
in Winter & Pond case getting ready for trial. 
Invited Dr. Chase & Williams to dinner tomorrow 
evening. 

Diary 39, 1928 
November 12 

-12th - 
Conducted defense in Goldstein v Pond today.  
The plaintiff made a formal proof case.  We then 
put on our witnesses.  Pond did not make a good 
witness.  Was easily led into wrong admissions.  
Had Dr Chase and                       Williams two 
members of the U.S. Alaska Game Commission to 
dinner with us.  They are long time friends of mine 
& after dinner we talked the “inside” from ‘98 to the 
present & had both an excellent dinner and an 
enjoyable evening & visit.  Williams lives at St. 
Michael where I have visited him many times. 

Diary 39, 1928 
November 13-15 

-13th – 
Concluded taking testimony in Goldstein v Pond.  
Court took case under advisement.  We are to file 
briefs – 30 & 15 days.  Court & officials will go to 
Ketchikan to hold court tomorrow.  I will go & try 
Lynch case if possible. 

-14th – 
Leave for Ketchikan on SS. “Northwestern” at 
noon, -boat late left 3 p.m. 

-15th - 
Petersburg early this morning.  Arrived at Wrangell 
at noon.  John G. Grant is in Nova Scotia & Judge 
Thomas goes on this boat to Seattle, and I hear 
Paul is in Sitka - so I 

Diary 39, 1928 
November 15-16 

15 
cannot hope to try the case of Grant v Patenaude 
nor the case of Lewis v Lewis. in both of which 
Paul is an attorney.  Saw Benjamin &  McCormack.  
Both are safely elected.  Benjamin by a very small 
majority, to the Legislature.  Arrived in Ketchikan, 
Sunny Point Cannery. at 9 p.m.  Took a “taxi” up 
town & went to the “Gilmore Hotel.” 

-16th - 
Call of cases etc.  I think I can get my case of U.S. 
v Lynch, involving title to land in Ketchikan set for 
Monday or Tuesday.  While Paul is defeated for the 

Legislature - both he and Olts (Olts), he “licked” 
Grigsby one day this week.  It seems Paul 

Diary 39, 1928 
November 16 

16 
wrote a letter to Marsden, Metlakatla, in which he 
used some mean phrases about Grigsby, called 
him a “crook, gambler, wife beater, etc. and 
Marsden sent it on to Grigsby.  The latter & his wife 
went to Pauls law office where he found Paul & 
Mrs. Paul.  He assaulted Paul & the two families 
fought!  Paul succeeded in beating Grigsby at the 
assaulting game, blackened his eyes, cut his face 
with his fists, nearly broke a leg for him & 
otherwise, etc.  Paul went off to Sitka to attend the 
A.N.B. Convention.  Grigsby is confined to his 
house & all their cases today are “passed” to await 
their appearance in court. 

Diary 39, 1928 
November 16-18 

16 
Saw “Eddie Cantor” in the “Postman” at the movies 
tonight.  I am trying to get my Lynch case ready for 
trial.  All others will go over - I fear - until the next 
term on account of the absence of my witness and 
Paul! 

-17th – 
Court set my Lynch case for trial Monday.  My 
other cases must go over this term because Paul is 
not here! 

-18th - 
Sunday.  Getting Lynch case ready talking with 
witnesses etc.  Mrs. Gartley from Wrangell came 
today to consult me about her interest in Wrangell 
Lumber Co etc.  Out walking. 

Diary 39, 1928 
November 18-19 

18 
Saw Adolph Menjon at the movies in skit called 
“Evening Clothes!” 

-19th - 
Tried case of U.S. v. Lynch, ejectment from tide 
lands today before Judge Hill.  Indian claim to tide 
lands.  Missed my chance to go home on the boat 
at noon & cannot tell when I can go now.  Sent 
Grace a night letter explaining the matter.  
Interviewed by one Simon Hanson, who was badly 
burned nearly two years ago in the Virginia, while 
tarring the interior of the hold - tar took fire etc. 
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First boat toward home goes next Friday, tough  
for I have nothing worth while to do in the 
meantime.  Recd. letter - copy of - from Paul 

Diary 39, 1928 
November 19 

19 
addressed to Senator Curtis, urging him (Curtis) to 
renewed effort to secure my appointment as 
District Judge.  I think Paul is pressing the Senator 
too hard!  Sent telegram to Grace tonight saying I 
would come home on the Friday’s boat!  This 
evening “Chronicle” Morriseys paper contains this 
unfair statement. 
 
[clipping] 

COURT HEARING 
THOMAS BASIN 
TIDELAND CASE 

Government Starts Action to 
Oust Jennie Lynch From 

Tide Flats 
Can Jennie Lynch and her scow defeat the 

government in its efforts to obtain Thomas basin 
tide-land necessary to the Ketchikan harbor project 
scheduled to be started in the summer of 1930? 

That is the question which is to be decided by 
Judge E. Coke Hill in a case which came to trial in 
district court here today, after hanging fire for four 
years. 

Claiming that she made use of the property in 
1900, the Indian woman, through her attorney, 
James Wickersham, is resisting efforts made by 
the government to out her from the tide land and 
seeks permanent title to a 150x150 plot.  In 1924, 
Mrs. Lynch was enjoined from building on the land 
until the present case is decided. 

Through H.D. Stabler, assistant district attorney, 
the government is basing its case to out Mrs. 
Lynch on three main contentions, as follows. 
1. That by a reservation passed by congress in 
1905, the land in question was reserved for the 
landing of Indian craft and that therefore Mrs. 
Lynch could not have permanent title to any portion 
of it. 
2. It must be decided whether or not any one 
person has the right permanently to own tidelands, 

except by act of congress. 
3. It must be decided if Mrs. Lynch will interfere 
with navigable waters, and if so, if she has the right 
to do so. 

A.J. Ela, engineer, and George L. Sterner,  
pioneer resident of Ketchikan were called as 
witnesses this morning by Mr. Stabler.  Both 
testified regarding the location of the land in 
question.  Mr. Wickersham introduced official 
decisions in an effort to show that the reservation 
of 1903 was invalid and has no bearing on the 
present case. 

Diary 39, 1928 
November 20-22 

-20th – 
Nothing much for me to do today so I visited with 
the lawyers.  Some of them talked about the 
Judgeship to me, etc.  Roden is back from Seattle. 
his eyes are better and he feels quite brave again. 

-21st – 
Attending trials in court - & waiting for the boat on 
Friday or Saturday to go home. 

-22nd - 
Fine day.  Rape case in court - the girl is about 17 
years old and a natural born prostitute - also a 
clever actress & will probably convict the fool man: 
Dinner tonight with Mr. & Mrs. F.J. Hunt. a good 
home dinner & attended meeting of the Pioneers of 
Alaska.  It was worthwhile! 

Diary 39, 1928 
November 23-25 

-23rd- 
Listening to trial of slander case in court today.  
The defendant repeated the alleged slanders & 
swore to them!  Dinner tonight with Jim Vedin & 
Frank Aldrich.  Nothing - just waiting. 

-24th – 
A beautiful sunshiny day! 
Leave Ketchikan for home today. 
SS. “Queen,” Atty. Genl. & Mrs. John Rustgard on 
board returning home. 

-25th  
Reached Juneau 10 a.m. & am glad to get home.  
Good mail. 
Skinner suggests I come to Seattle by Dec. 1, in re 
trap site matter - will go, of course. 



Diary 39, 1928 
November 26 

-26th - 
Catching up correspondence. 
[clipping] 
{Nov.    1928} 
[photograph of W.H. Holmes of Amarillo] 

Diary 39, 1928 
November 26 

26 
[clipping continued] 

DISTINGUISNED ALASKAN LAUDS  
PARTY NOMINEE FOR GOVERNOR 

Texans in Alaska, who knew W.H. Holmes during 
the twelve years he lived in that northernmost 
territory, are “highly delighted” over his nomination 
by the Republicans of their native State for the 
office of Governor, according to word received by 
Mr. Holmes at his home in Amarillo from Judge 
James Wickersham, of Juneau, Alaska. 

Judge Wickersham served seven years as a 
federal judge at Nome under the Roosevelt 
administration, and is best remembered as the 
judge who sent the entire federal court personnel 
there to the penitentiary.  This incident is preserved 
in Rex Beach’s novel, “The Spoilers.” 

During his residence in Alaska, Mr. Holmes and 
a fellow-worker established the four northernmost 
precincts in the world, by dividing up the territory of 
Alaska north of the Arctic Circle and which is 
bounded on the north by the Arctic Ocean.  
Previously, in Oklahoma, he had started in politics 
by managing a successful congressional campaign 
for a friend at the age of twenty-before he himself 
was old enough to vote. 

Judge Wickersham’s letter follows: 
“My Dear Holmes: 

“The press dispatches announce that the 
Republicans in Texas have nominated you as their 
candidate for Governor of that great State, and I 
hasten to send you my congratulations.  Your 
many friends among the pioneer prospectors and 
miners in Alaska are greatly pleased at this 
recognition of your manly and courageous 
character by the Texans.  There are, as you know, 
always a scattering of hardy Texans in very Alaska 
mining camp, from the Klondike to Nome, and all 
these are highly delighted at your nomination by 

the Republicans of their home State, and all hope 
you will be elected. 

“Personally I have admired your high character 
and fine courage ever since our earliest 
acquaintance in the Nome camp years ago.  There 
you bore a man’s part in bringing order into a wild 
frontier mining camp, and giving the people safety 
and law and order.  As United States District Judge 
in that region in those hectic days I well remember 
your firm support of the law and the courage with 
which you gave that support to the court and its 
officials.  Later in the Yukon mining camps your 
example and courage did much to establish law 
and order in that hostile wilderness and give the 
people peace and safety. 

“We Alaskans have continually heard the same 
approval of your public support of law and order by 
the people among whom you cast your lot since 
you left us years ago.  The people of the Oklahoma 
oil regions, and now in Texas, seem to find you the 
same fine citizen that we say in you in Alaska.  We 
are pleased to have our judgment about your high 
character so fully approved by the people of those 
two great states. 

“We cordially recommend you to the vigorous 
and loyal men and women of Texas, as an able 
and faithful citizen in Alaska, and we are sure the 
thousands of friends you made in Oklahoma will 
join us in the statement that you are entirely worthy 
of the highest confidence and support of the people 
of Texas, and will make them a loyal and 
courageous governor if you shall be elected to that 
high office. 

“We wish you a success in the campaign, and a 
happy and successful term as governor of the old 
Lone Star State. 

“Sincerely yours, 
JAMES WICKERSHAM 
 

The Admiralty Island Coal Co. is “on the rocks” - 
they are out of money and do not seem able to get 
more. 
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26 
Personally I have lost confidence in Donaldson.  
He does not give us - the Board of Directors, and 
Stockholders frank statements and accurate 
information.  He is not dependable.  I feel that I am 
lucky, though, for I have refrained from making any 
representations about the project to the public or to 
private persons, for I fear Donaldson has not been 
so careful. 
He now wants to go to Seattle with authority from 
the Board of Directors & Stockholders to sell the 
property!!  I am not in favor of giving him any such 
power & will vote against it! 

Diary 39, 1928 
November 27 

-27th - 
Have just completed a ten page letter to Hon. Dan 
Sutherland, the Delegate form Alaska, exploring 
my reasons why he should introduce a “bill to 
amend Sec. 8, of the Act of Congress of June 6, 
1924, entitled“ An Act for the protection of the 
fisheries of Alaska, and for other purposes.” 
I am in receipt of a letter from Mr. D.E. Skinner, 
Seattle, asking me to come down for a discussion 
concerning this proposed bill, and I have written 
this letter of explanation to Don in anticipation of 
such an interview with the cannery men.  I approve 
the proposed bill and give my reasons therefore at 
length. 

Diary 39, 1928 
November 27-29 

27 
Wickersham, James, 1857- 

...A bibliography of Alaskan literature, 1724-
1924; containing the titles of all histories, travels, 
voyages, newspapers, periodicals, public 
documents, etc., printed in English, Russian, 
German, French, Spanish, etc., relating to, 
descriptive of, or published in Russian America or 
Alaska, from 1724 to and including 1924, by James 
Wickersham.  Cordova, Alaska, Cordova daily 
times print, 1927. 

xxvii, 635 p. 24cm.  (Miscellaneous publications 
of the Alaska agricultural college and school of 
mines, Fairbanks ... vol. 1) 

In two sections: (1) General publications, 
arranged alphabetically under subjects; (2) United 
States public documents, arranged under 

departments; with general index. 
1.Alaska-Bibl.  2.  U. S.-Government 

publications-Bibl. 
Library of Congress    Z1255.W63   28-20975 
-------Copy 2. 

Copyright A 1053253 
-28th – 

Above is card Cong. Lib. of my Biblio. 
Have just purchased my tickets for “Queen”  

tomorrow evening for our trip to Seattle.  Took 
more insurance on my house & contents - now 
amounts to $7,000.00 

-29th - 
Thanksgiving Day.  Had Mr. & Mrs. Howard Lerch 
& Roy Sullivan to dinner - & the usual Turkey.  An 
excellent dinner & we left a great quantity - with 
instruction to Roy to help himself - when 

Diary 39, 1928 
November 29- 
December 2 

29 
we came away from Juneau on the S.S. “Queen” at 
8 oclock p.m. 
Donaldson left two days before to go to Seattle to 
sell the Ad. Is. Coal Co’s mines.  I refused to sign 
papers authorizing him to act as agent for the 
Company. 

-30th – 
Petersburg, Wrangell & Ketchikan. 

-Dec 1st- 
Dixons Entrance & Millbank. 

-Dec 2nd - 
Seymour Narrows. at dinner time the vessel lost 
one of the blades to her propellor - we were going 
into Ladysmith for coal but this changed the plan & 
we are ordered to go into Seattle.  I had a cold 
coming on when we took the boat at Juneau - and 
it has been rapidly 

Diary 39, 1928 
December 2-4 

2 
growing worse.  I am miserable - though it is good 
weather and the boat is not crowded. 

-Dec. 3rd- 
We reached Seattle this morning at 8 a.m. - we 
went to the Frye hotel & both of us to bed - we are 
afflicted with “flu,” or a bad cold of the worst kind. 

I wrote a letter to Mr. D.S. Skinner & sent him  
with it a copy of the letter I wrote to Dan.  He 



telephoned me this afternoon that he had received 
it, etc.  My cold is better tonight & Grace is not bad.  
Mike Sullivan at hotel & a lot of other Alaskans. 

-4th - 
Remained in the Hotel most of the day act. my bad 
cold & flue. 

Diary 39, 1928 
December 4 

4 
Had long talk with Wm A. Steel, senator from 
Juneau.  He had letter from Sutherland - asking to 
assist in securing endorsements for me for the 
Judgeship = I read my letter to Dan, to Will, and 
gave him the full explanation - he does not think 
Paul ever explained the bill to Dan when he went to 
Washington or at any other time.  Gave the P.I. an 
interview on the fishing situation last night. in 
todays paper = 
 
[clipping] 

PROTECTION OF  
SALMON URGED 

{P.I.     -      3rd) 
Commercial fishing in Washington faces 

extinction unless the government takes some such 
drastic action as the federal government has done 
to save salmon in Alaskan waters, according to 
former Federal Judge James Wickersham of 
Juneau, now in Seattle on business. 

Wickersham said if state authorities continue to 
neglect the matter, it will be up to the people to 
pass some such drastic measure as was proposed 
last summer to ban seines and traps altogether. 

“It is drastic, of course, but drastic action is 
essential,” he said.  Fishing should be mane the 
first industry of Wash- and could be maintained 
permanently with proper regulation. 

“In no case should the annual catch exceed the 
annual increase.  In that way the industry lives on 
the surplus and the capital remains untouched. 

In a few years Alaska fishing will be restored 
which will benefit this state, he said. 
“But no benefit from that source will profit you 
without regulation here.” 

Diary 39, 1928 
December 5 

-5th - 
Conference with D.E. Skinner, & other cannery 
Representatives at Mr. S. office.  They were all 
very much pleased with my letter to Sutherland - 
which they had all read, but we can do but little 
more, the concluded, until I hear from him in 
answer to my letter of Nov. 27.  We are to have 
another meeting soon & they wished me to get an 
answer from him as soon as possible. 
Will Steel is to write to Dan at once - tonight in 
support of my view. 
I am very much relieved that Skinner & associates 
are satisfied - for there is quite a sum of money 
due on my contract of employment & I can now get 
a liberal advance on it. 

Diary 39, 1928 
December 6 

-6th - 
Went over to Tacoma this morning - to the Hist. 
Soc. rooms & began the work of packing my 
Alaskan library in boxes to take it to Alaska.  We 
got some six great boxes packed - when I came 
back to Seattle in time for dinner.  Grace is much 
better & tonight we went to the theater - the “Music 
Box” - where we saw the play “The Trial” - all parts 
are shown by the vitagraph - “movie talkies” as 
they are commonly called.  It was a marvelous 
exhibition - the movements by the camera - 
pictures, while the dialogues are by the - both so 
exactly acting together to be really talking pictures. 

Diary 39, 1928 
December 7-9 

-7th – 
Grace & I went over to Tacoma on the 9 a.m. 
interurban - she got a few Attu baskets out of my 
cases in the Ferry Museum & came back.  I 
remained until 4 p.m. boxing Alaska books for 
shipment to Juneau 
Came home on the 4 oclock car.  Ruth Coffin, 
Grace’s niece took dinner with us, & we then went 
to the new Seattle Theater - it is a beautiful & new 
one - we enjoyed the play, etc. 

-8th – 
Over to Tacoma packing books - big job.  We went 
to Pantages Theater. 

-9th - 
Sunday.  Letters from Darrell etc. 
A great day. nothing to record. 
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Diary 39, 1928 
December 10-11 

-10th – 
Over to Tacoma & finished packing books - cost 
boxes, carpenter etc. 1235 lumber $1800 packers 
$1000  
[clipping] 

Justin W. Harding  
Is Nominated For  

Alaskan Judgeship 
By Associated Press 
WASHINGTON, Monday, Dec. 10. 
-Justin W. Harding of Juneau was nominated by 
President Coolidge today to be federal judge of the 
First Division of Alaska.  Samuel H. West of Ohio 
was nominated to be federal judge for the Northern 
District of Ohio. 
 
Coliseum tonight to sec “Smoke Bellow”. Jack 
London - staged badly!! bum - n.g. etc. 

-11th - 
In Seattle today - eyes examined - good, & glasses 
repaired.  Many errands.  Helen & Harold came - 
gave them a nice dinner & took them to the 9th 
Ave. Theater - they went home.  We will go up 
Saturday. 

Diary 39, 1928 
December 12 

-12th - 
Wrote letter to P.A. Knowlton, Editor Educa. Dept.  
The Macmillan Company, 60 Fifth Ave. N.Y. & sent 
him my Ms. “Old Yukon Trails,” 
He is an old Alaskan - and will, I think, be 
interested in its character. 

Also wrote long letter in answer to telegraphic 
request from Dan Sutherland to send him the facts 
justifying the Dept of Justice to dismiss the 
remaining indictment against Neil McGregor. 

Grace has been sick in bed, all day, & is still  
there tonight.  The “flu” is widely epidemic.  I am 
almost well, but she gains but slowly.  She must 
remain indoors until she gets permanently well! 

Diary 39, 1928 
December 13-15 

-13th – 
Went over to Tacoma: Hopping & Co had more 
than $600. balance due me, so I put enough to 
makeup my balance with the Tacoma Loan & Sav. 
Co $3250.00 & got check for $490.87 & came home.  
Also arranged to ship my library in 32 large boxes, 

via Pacific SS. Co. boat from Tacoma to Juneau.  
Wrote instructions, etc.  My “flu” is getting worse 
again! 
 
[clipping] 

WICKERSHAM  
COMES SOUTH 

Says Had President Harding 
Lived, Would Have Made 
State Out of Southeast- 

ern Alaska 
Judge James Wickersham, outstanding citizen of 

Alaska, a former federal judge and a former 
delegate to congress from Alaska, is a Seattle 
visitor this week, a guest of the Hotel Frye. 
In a reminiscent mood, Judge Wickersham 
declared, “If President Harding had lived, another 
state would have been carved out of the 
Southeastern and Southern part of the Territory, 
the boundary line going north to the Copper river 
district.  The presidents mind was made up after 
his visit and favorable action by congress would 
have been assured.  He would have omitted the 
northern unsettled part, leaving it as a territory to 
become a state later or to be annexed to the first 
part.” 

-14th – 
Recd. letter from Dan & saw Mr. Skinner.  Dan 
refuses to do anything “just now.” 

-15th - 
My flu is growing worse again. 
I have telephoned to Dr. 0. A. Nelson, whom Dr. 
DeVighne says is an expert 

Diary 39, 1928 
December 15-17 

15 
on prostate gland & urinal obstruction cases.  He 
came to see me & at once urged me to go to the 
Hospital.  Finally he and Grace persuaded me to 
go – and I concluded to take the Swedish Hospital 
- for the “flu”.  I am really sick tonight. 

-16th – 
Sick with flu in Swedish hospital. 

17th  
Same: 
Dictated letters to Grace - one to D.E. Skinner 



recommending sending Will A. Steel, to Wash. to 
press Dan on acceptance my bill about trap sites, 
and one to Jack Hellenthal, Juneau, asking more 
time on Brief in Goldstein v Pond, also letter to Roy 
Sullivan about business matters in the office. 

Diary 39, 1928 
December 18-21 

-18th -20th – 
Sick with flu in Swedish hospital.  So much better 
today that I am sent back to my hotel -  but “woozy” 
yet! 
Recd. letter from D.L. Skinner declining to send 
any one to Wash. to ruse Dan!  And I am now 
inclined to think he may be right about it.  Asked to 
see me as soon as I can come to his office. 

-21st - 
Went to see Mr. D.E. Skinner - good conference - 
but he will not consent to have Will A. Steel 
employed to go to Wash. D.C. & talk to Dan as I 
suggested in my note to him.  Says Dan will not 
approve etc. etc. so that is off.  Bob Donaldson 

 -21- 
came to see me.  He has nothing to report except 
hopes - & a nebulous scheme to get some Seattle 
promoters to take the Ad. Is. Coal Co. off our 
hands at an additional loss!  Will not tell me who 
the promoters are, and I think his talk is mostly talk.  
I have no confidence in anything he does or says. 

-22nd – 
Grace went over to Kent to visit with her sister.  I 
remained in my room all day to prevent a relapse 
after the “flu”.  Wrote letters & caught up with my 
correspondence.  Letters to Sutherland etc. 

-23rd – 
Remained in doors all day with flu. 
Sunday. Ruth called & she & Grace out walking: 
Letter from Darrell. 

Diary 39, 1928 
December 24-25 

-24- 
Remained in all day.  Cold & cough stick like a 
cocklebur. 

Mr. Elfendahl, assistant to Mr. Skinner called & 
talked about his trip to Wash. - about the chances 
of trap site bill at this short session. - expects a 
special session as soon as Hoover is seated etc. 
and will telegraph me conditions from Wash. D.C. 
and advise about my coming on there! 

I am getting better - slowly. 
-25th - 

We went out to Kent & had Christmas dinner with 
Mr. & Mrs. Fancier.  She is Graces sister.  Other 
members of her family there - good dinner. back to 
bed. my cold is still bad! 

Diary 39, 1928 
December 26 

-26th - 
I am yet annoyed by a cough - a bronchial irritation 
- which gives me much trouble.  Dr. Nelson 
examined my prostate gland - location.  Says I 
must have an operation - but not before June next 
year.  Dr. Samuels throat specialist examined 
those past says cannot find anything seriously the 
matter.  Says I can smoke if I want to etc.  So 
altogether I feel better - for the want of any disease 
to feel bad about!  Anyway I am still coughing like 
an old cow who is choked on a turnip.  Grace 
bought carpets & furniture today. $670.00 or 
thereabouts! 
Harold, Helen & Ginger called - & want us to go up 
& visit them at Enumclaw on Friday. 

Diary 39, 1928 
December 27-28 

-27th – 
Arranged our SS. Tickets & we will go north on 
Jan. 2, on the “Queen” 
Grace bought more furniture today. Twin beds, etc.  
She had bought about all the carpets, rugs, 
furniture, etc. she wants.  I do not bother for I do 
not know values so she has had entire charge of 
buying.  I bought lumber for bookcases, from 
Farrell Lumber Co. it will go on Saturday’s boat. 

-28th - 
Nothing new - sent telegram to Sullivan, Juneau 
office, saying will start home on next Wednesday 
Same as usual. 

Diary 39, 1928 
December 29 

-29th - 
Dr. Nelson gave me another examination for my 
prostate gland trouble & a slight operation & thinks 
I am in pretty good condition for the present.  
Because of these operations and the hang-over of 
my cough I am obliged to remain pretty closely in 
the hotel.  Grace had an old time girl friend from 
Juneau to dinner with us tonight & they went to the 
theater to see or rather to hear and see “Arizona”, 
a full movie, talkie” a natural play.  Nothing new, 
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and I will certainly be happy when we can start 
home on Wednesday evening. 

Diary 39, 1928 
December 30-31 

-30th – 
Sunday.  Remained at home all day. 
Spent the evening at Seattle Theater listening to 
good music. 

-31st- 
Nothing today.  My flu hangs on like cockle burs - 
remained in the house - except went to have Dr. 
Nelson give me the last look.  I am very much 
better so far as my prostate gland difficulty is 
concerned - as well as ever 
it seems, but my flu cough is persistent. 
We went to the “Blue Mouse” theater, good play & 
good music.  Big crowd gathering on the street to 
greet the New Year! 

Diary 39, 1929 
January 1-2 

Jan. 1, 1929 
Grace went out to Kent to pay her sister a last call.  
I am in the room at the hotel so as not to 
encourage the “flu,” also writing letters - to Harry, 
Yancey, Waiden, about Buckley lots, etc.   
We went to the Metropolitan Theater to see 
“Simba” the Johnson African moving pictures of 
lions, elephants, & other big game!  It was a rare 
treat 

-Jan 2nd - 
Confirmed with Mr. D.E. Skinner this morning 
about trap site bill.  I had suggested some 
amendments & he some - corrected bill accordingly 
& his stenographer copied bill as 

Diary 39, 1929 
January 2-5 

2 
amended.  Seems satisfactory to both of us.  Had 
talk with Senator Will A. Steel of Juneau, about the 
coming session of Legislature & its organization.  
We will try to elect Steel, Pres. of the Senate.  
Bought office supplies at Lowman & Hanfords, new 
shoes, etc.  We will leave for home on the S.S. 
“Queen” at 9 p.m. 

-3rd – 
Gulf of Georgia.  Seymour Narrows. 

-4th – 
Ketchikan late this evening.  We saw the Hunts at 
their store, but it was too late to see others. 

5th - 
Arrived Juneau this evening at 

Diary 39, 1929 
January 5-7 

5 
8 p.m. - snow on the ground but mild & raining 
gently.  Home looked like the best place on Earth. 
Mail. but nothing important 

-6th Sunday. 
Gentle rain - snow disappearing.  Roy Sullivan , 
who lived in our house while we were away, had 
the “flu” but everything o.k. 

-7th - 
At the office at work - drawing checks & paying my 
bills - also getting the lumber etc. to the house for 
shelves in my library.  The lumber came with us on 
the “Queen” from Farrell Lum. Co. Seattle.  Berg & 
Larson are at-work erecting the shelves, etc. 

Diary 39, 1929 
January 8-9 

-8th – 
My library shelves are going up & soon the books 
will be on them. 
Am busy preparing law brief in the case of 
Goldstein v. Pond, et. al. 

-9th - 
Same as yesterday.  Donaldson & Lerch have 
made a miserable failure in financing the Admiralty 
Island Coal Company, and the stockholders are 
complaining.  A meeting called for the 14th to 
consider matters & elect new officials for the year.  
I shall favor appointment of a Com. of Stockholders 
to rearrange the financial basis of the Co.  Too 
Much Promotion! 

Diary 39, 1929 
January 10-12 

-10- 
Finishing up Brief in Goldstein V Pond. 
Working in office as usual, & arranging to put my 
Alaskan Library on the shelves in my home library! 

-11th – 
Same as yesterday.  Brief finished & served. 

-12th - 
Working on last months private accounts etc. 
Grace got our new rugs & carpets on the floors last 
week - new beds up, etc. and now has two boys 
carrying my library books up to their quarters. 
We ought to be moved in another week. after 4 or 
5 months!  The home now looks comfortable & we 



must enjoy it! 

Diary 39, 1929 
January 13-14 

-13th – 
A beautiful spring day. Rested at home.  Palace 
Theater movies. 

-14th - 
Annual Meting of Admiralty Island Coal Company 
at office near City dock. 
Almost every stockholder present.  Reck, Lerch, 
George Gallwas and Wickersham elected Directors 
for coming year.  A committee of 3 appointed to 
audit books, and a Committee of 5 on 
Reorganization will meet with the Board of 
Directors & the Stockholders on Jan. 25. with the 
hope that a plan of reorganizing the Company can 
be approved.  There is general condemnation of 
Bob Donaldson’s management, some of which is 
fair & justifiable. 

Diary 39, 1929 
January 15 

-15th – 
Wrote letters to Hon. J.W. Good, a former 
Congressman and member of Com. on Ter etc. 
while I was in Congress - & just now one of the 
most powerful supporters of Hoover - also to 
Senator (Vice President elect) Curtis.  Both of them 
have written letters and spoken to the Coolidge 
administration in favor of my appointment as judge, 
and I am thanking them for that friendly act. 
Judge Hardings appointment was confirmed today 
by the Senate, and we have a judge again in this 
Division after nearly a year delay.  I will be 
interested to know whom he will appoint for his 
court officials, but I assume he will retain the 
present clerks etc. 

Diary 39, 1929 
January 16-18 

-16- 
Working office correspondence as usual. 

-17th – 
Working in office as usual. 
Dr & Mrs. DeVighne & Jack & Mrs. Hellenthal are 
to take dinner with us tonight.  We had a find 
dinner & an enjoyable hour in my library. 

-18th - 
We had a meeting - a joint meeting - of the Board 
of Directors and the Special Committee on 

Reorganization of the Admiralty Island Coal 
Company in my office this afternoon.  It was an 
exciting meeting but finally we adopted a motion 
which I offered to buy Donaldson’s stock for $500, 
but the stock first to pay the two notes at the bank, 
& the purchase price of $500, 

Diary 39, 1929 
January 18-20 

18 
and the stock not needed for the payment of 
Donaldson’s obligations & the costs to be turned 
into the Treasury of the Company, etc.  Cash Cole 
fought the matter - but finally voted for the motion! 
After the meeting Gallwas sent Donaldson a 
telegram in accordance with my motion offering to 
take over his stock & pay his debts to the bank! & 
pay him $500. additional. 

-19th – 
Am at work on brief in case of U.S. v. Lynch, 
tideland case of interest. 

-20th - 
Sunday - at home working on arranging and 
marking my library in accordance with the numbers 
in my Bibliography. 

Diary 39, 1929 
January 21-23 

-21st – 
Same as usual in the office. 

-22nd – 
Same as usual in the office. 
Dinner tonight with Mr. & Mrs. Wallstein G. Smith, 
(Territorial Treasurer). 
Dr & Mrs. DeVighne and Mrs. Elliott.  An excellent 
dinner - the ladies played whist - while we men 
talked Lincoln! 

-23rd - 
As usual in office - working on Brief in U.S. v Lynch 
tideland case. 
Grace is having friends for dinner tonight, Dr & 
Mrs. Kazer & Mrs. Tupper & Mike Sullivan present 
& we all enjoyed both the dinner & the visit. 

Diary 39, 1929 
January 24-25 

-24th – 
Gallwas, Pres. Admiralty Is. Coal Co. has telegram 
from Donaldson agreeing to take $500. for his full 
equity in stock etc. in Co.  We will send him money 
& Bill of Sale on first boat.  He is a fool for it is the 
best chance he will ever have to make a good bit of 
money & he is deliberately throwing it away. 
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Dinner tonight at Newmarkers – the Simpson 
McKinnons, Mrs. Tupper, Mrs. Tilden, Grace & *, 
Stabler – were the guests.  A fine dinner, cards 
radio music, & a nice visit with Jack – gave me a 
pleasant evening.  Snowing & wind threatening. 

-25th - 
As usual in the office. I am getting 

Diary 39, 1929 
January 25 

25 
interested in my own argument in my brief in U.S. v 
Lynch, a tideland case involving the title to the 
reservation at Ketchikan for landing places for 
Indian canoes, etc.  Temporarily I have convinced 
myself as to the main law points in the case - but. 

A meeting of the Stockholders of the Admiralty  
Is. Coal Co. at my office tonight.  Moved, by Cash 
Cole to adjourn meeting for a week because books 
were not audited & ready.  Carried - but they then 
gave an hour to open criticism cussing Lurch & 
Donaldson - with a few intonations against me.  It 
is so much easier to burn a house and destroy it 
than to repair it - and Cash & John Peck are ready 
to burn destroy - and not repair. 

Diary 39, 1929 
January 25 

25th continued. 
I prepared & had typed in my office a form of Bill of 
Sale & Power of attorney to be sent to Donaldson 
to sign, upon his agreement to sell his $24,500 of 
stock in the Company to Gallwas, for $500. & the 
payment of $3,000 of his debts out of the sales of 
his stock - & the donation of the balance of his 
stock to the Company.  I gave Reck my check for 
$250. as my share of the $500. to be paid to 
Donaldson & Gallwas gave his for $100. Mifs Todd 
is to put up another $100 & Dr Jenne $50. 
The meetings of the Stockholders are held in my 
office & have to furnish lights, chairs, etc. etc. all of 
which I do - & hear Cash Cole & Dr. Jenne “cuss” 
me for it - but I am patient – waiting. 

Diary 39, 1929 
January 26-29 

-26th – 
Same as usual. busy on Brief in the case of U.S. v 
Lynch, tidelands. 
It is a very interesting question. 

-27th – 
Sunday.  I worked all day in my library, arranging, 
numbering etc.  Grace and Roy Sullivan assisted 

me & we did a big days work.  Grace & I went to 
the movie theater to see the Jack London play 
“Burning Daylight.” 

-28th – 
As usual in the office.  Wrote a letter to Darrell. 

-29th - 
Same as yesterday.  Dr. Jenne refused to pay his 
subscription of $50. to purchase the Donaldson 
stock - & I paid it! 

Diary 39, 1929 
January 30 

-30- 
Same as usual.  The minority stockholders in the 
Admiralty Is. Coal. Co. are now trying to get Lerch 
to surrender part o f his stock as excessive & unfair 
toward the cash subscription stock buyers.  Lerch 
came over & wanted me to turn in part of my stock 
also - as excessive on organization. I gave a 1/2 
interest in the patented land - real value & full value 
- he gave nothing for his stock & drew a salary 
besides from the stock buyers!  I criticized him for 
presuming to ask me to give up my stock & pointed 
out the difference in our positions – but he is blind 
when such views are presented to his mental 
vision. 

X 
Diary 39, 1929 
January 31- 
February 1 

-31st- 
Same as usual in the office. 
Finished and served brief & argument in United 
States v. Lynch - tide land case. 

-Febry. 1st- 
Meeting of Stockholders Admiralty Is. Coal Co. to 
quarrel about Donaldson, Lerch stock.  Meeting 
was not so bad - for we all agree that something 
must be done to put the Co. on its financial feet.  
We talked - & then adjourned till next Tuesday 
evening.  In the meantime we are to work out a 
plan of reorganizing our finances - or rather, 
reviewing them, - or else Reck promised us the 
First Nat. Bk. would attach the property of the 
Company & close up the corporation.  I think I can 
see a way to reorganize. 

Diary 39, 1929 
February 2 

-Feb. 2nd - 
I have this day made this offer to the Admiralty 
Island Coal Co. in my effort to assist in reviewing 
its capital and credit: 



Juneau, Alaska, Feb 4, 1929 
To the President, officers and stockholders of the 
Admiralty Island Coal Company, a corporation. 

Gentlemen: In response to your request that I aid 
in rehabilitating the financial condition of the 
Company, in which I am a stockholder, and in 
consideration of your financially reorganizing the 
business of the Company so as thereby to save 
our investment therein, I agree with you as such 
stockholders as follows: 
1. I agree to use my best efforts to reduce the 
financial condition of the Company to a cash basis 
by eliminating all watered Stock, or stock 
outstanding which has not been fairly paid for at 
par; and I further agree to surrender to the 
Company for cancellation the sum of $7,500.00 
preferred stock of the Company on the basis of my 
offer to sell my property in the Harkrader Coal 
Claim to Donaldson and Lerch and their Seattle 
associates, on September 1, 1927.  This will leave 
me the owner of $17,500. of the common stock of 
the Company in addition for the sum mentioned in 
the following paragraph. 
II. I further agree to accept common stock of the 
Co. at par for the sum of $325. which I loaned the 
Company.  $300.00 to buy the Donaldson stock, 
and $25.00 to pay the 

Diary 39, 1929 
February 2 

2 
Standard Oil Co. bill against the boat? 

Very truly yours, 
James Wickersham 

I am persuaded to do this because I am in doubt 
about the ?[] liability of my increased price for the 
sale of my 1/2 interest in he Harkrader Coal Claim, 
and 2, we must get relief from the debts of the 
Company either by turning in and cancelling 
doubtful stock, or by issuing new and additional 
stock.  Both reduce values, but I prefer the 
cancellation method, since it clears the records of 
doubtful stock and gives those who bought stock at 
par a sense of fair treatment and increases the 
value of their stock by throwing out the doubtful. 
This action on my part may afford a fair precedent 
for Lerch to follow - for the stockholders are 

anxious to dispose of his promotion stock without a 
lawsuit - though I fear they cannot get him to act 
except under compulsion. 

Diary 39, 1929 
February 3-5 

-3rd – 
Sunday.  Read & visited. 

-4th – 
Roden got Leech to reduce his promotion stock to 
$16,000, but matter is to come before a meeting of 
Board of Directors & Com of 5 on reorganization - 
at my office tonight. 
Meeting tonight insisted on reducing Lerch $3000. 
more, & he will agree with Roden tomorrow, so he 
says. 

-5th - 
Roden got Lerch to reduce his promotion stock to 
$16,000, but matter is to come before a meeting of 
Board of Directors & Com of 5 on reorganization - 
at my office tonight. 
Meeting tonight insisted on reducing Lerch $3000. 
more, & he will agree with Roden tomorrow, so he 
says. 

Diary 39, 1929 
February 5 

5 
and the majority (in numbers and Stock both) were 
present.  Lerch refused to yield.  He demanded his 
stock & salary, etc.  After much loud talk & 
threatened legal proceedings, Biggs asked Lerch 
to come out in another room as he would like to 
talk to him privately - they went out & in about ten 
minutes returned, and Lerch had changed.  he 
addressed the angry meeting in a gentle & 
pleasant manner & offered to retain $12,000 of his 
promotion stock & accept $500. as a compromise! 
- thus returning to the Company about $10,000. in 
stock and yielding more than $500. in back claim 
for salary.  His offer-was accepted by a unanimous 
vote of the Stockholders - & I hope order and 
peace & square dealing are 

Diary 39, 1929 
February 5-6 

5 
once again restored to the Company’s affairs.  
Lerch was voted a salary of $200. per month for his 
services as Sec & Treas. from Feb. 1. and he gives 
up all back claims except the $500. & will be 
permitted to retain the $12,000 stock.  So that’s 
ended! 
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-6th - 
Grace invited the Rustgards to dinner tonight - this 
afternoon Mrs. R. called me up & said R- was sick 
& they could not come! 
We are working industriously - Grace, Roy 
Sullivan, my secretary, & I, preparing the books in 
my Library for the shelves, and placing them in 
order as they are numbered in my Bibliography. it 
is slow but sure, & we are getting along nicely - if 
slowly. 

Diary 39, 1929 
February 7 

-7th - 
When the Rustgards could not come to dinner last 
night on account of his sudden sickness Grace 
invited Jimmy & Harriet Barragar, and their friend 
Ann Elliott, the daughter of Col. Elliott, and Roy 
Sullivan, of my office 
& we had a delightful evening with the young folks. 

I am making a comparison between the  
corporation laws of Delaware, Nevada and Alaska, 
for the purpose of determining which law offers 
corporations the most liberal provisions for 
business purposes - the greatest freedom and the 
least burden in carrying on its business in the 
Territory of Alaska.  I am doing this on inquiry from 
Mr. D.G. Skinner. 

Diary 39, 1929 
February 8-10 

-8th – 
As usual in the office.  I am working on a 
Comparison corporation laws of Delaware, Nevada 
and Alaska, to determine if the Alaska law is quite 
as liberal as the others. 

-9th – 
Court called motion docket!  Working on 
Corporation Law Comparison. 

-10th - 
Received letter from MacMillan & Co. N.Y. 
declining to accept Old Yukon Trails - 
complimenting me on its qualities, suggesting that 
some other publishing house might publish it for 
me, etc. just what my friend in Lawman & Hanfords 
said! 

Diary 39, 1929 
February 11 

-11th - 
Sent Paul copy of my letter of Jan 15th addressed 
to Senator Curtis -  asking him to secure 
recognition from the incoming administration for 

Wm L. Paul, also Curtis reply.  Paul wrote asking 
permission to print in the “Fisherman” my letter to 
Sutherland asking him to support my draft of bill 
leasing trap site locations etc. 
Recd. long political letter from Sutherland & 
answered it.  Sent him copies of my 
correspondence with Solicitor Genl. Mitchell about 
charge that I was too blind to act as judge, etc. - a 
story said to come from Faulkner.  I want Dan to 
ascertain facts about charges to prevent my 
appointment though I am quite sure that I cannot 
have any recognition from the Hoover 
administration - except V.P. Curtis. 

Diary 39, 1929 
February 12-14 

-12- 
One of the coal miners from Admiralty Is. Coal Co. 
diggins came in yesterday & reports better 
conditions, enlarged vein of coal, etc. which helps 
some. 
Lincoln’s Birthday, brings back the years I spent in 
Springfield, Illinois in association with men who 
knew him & how often I walked his roads. 

-13th – 
Worked on my Income Tax report all day yesterday 
- have it blocked out & ready for a bookkeeper to 
reduce to an expert shape. 

-14th - 
Valentine’s Day. Grace got one! 
Working on Comparison of Corporation laws of 
Nev. Del. & Alaska. 

Diary 39, 1929 
February 15 

-15th - 
My stock account with the Admiralty Island Coal 
Company has been rearranged and settled in 
accordance with my offer heretofore made to it: 

I now own in Common Stock, 
Febry 1, 1928. - 1500 Shares 
Febry 13, 1929 -  225     “ 
Febry 13 1929 -   50        “ 

1775 Shares of the par value of 
$17,75000 

I surrendered 750 shares of Preferred Stock and 
took 225 Shares of Common in its place, and 
bought the 50 shares of Common for cash! so as to 
help out the Company.  Everything looks good in 
the mine at this time - it looks like a winner! 



Diary 39, 1929 
February 16 

-16- 
Working on comparison of corporation laws of 
Alaska, Nevada and Delaware.  John Reck, 
president of First National Bank, has had a row 
with Cash Cole, over the attempts Cole is making 
to “reorganize” the Admiralty Island Coal Co.  Cash 
has taken his account out of Recks bank etc. & 
Reck seems happy to be rid of him.  Reck is to 
finance Lerch to go south - to Seattle & San 
Francisco to look for funds to finance the Coal Co. 
My young office assistant, L.M. Sullivan has been 
offered an appointment by Judge Harding as 
Commissioner at Hyder.  I am trying to persuade 
him not to accept it.  The opportunities are better 
for him here in Juneau!! 

Diary 39, 1929 
February 17 

-17th - 
A snowy Sunday!  We had Lockie & Mrs. 
McKinnon & Walstein & Mrs. Smith (Ter. Tr). to 
dinner last night.  Among other unimportant things 
Mrs. S. disclosed was that my political opponents 
had secured a photographic copy of my Check 
donating $50.00 to the La Follette Presidential 
Campaign Fund. 1924, and filed it against me in 
the matter of my proposed appointment as Judge!  
They evidently procured it from my office files by 
theft - any way they got it!!  Faulkner with his 
cunning, etc. probably secured it.  I will investigate.  
I may find out where it came from.  Anyway it was 
his kind of politics. Still I shall not regret aiding 
honest old LaFollette that much, though I knew he 
would not be elected! 

Diary 39, 1929 
February 18-19 

-18th – 
Recd. my Ms. Old Yukon Trails back from 
MacMillan with a beautiful letter - but declining - on 
account of other manuscripts, etc. to publish it.  Of 
coarse I am disappointed but I will send it to Joel E. 
Erickson, manager book Dept. Lowman & Hanford, 
Seattle and see if he can persuade some Coast 
Publisher to put it in type.  Clark, Cleveland, 0. 
would publish it if I would help out some, but I 
cannot make up my mind to do that. 

19th - 
Sent my Ms. Old Yukon Trails to Joel E. Erickson, 
Lowman & Hanford Seattle, with letter.  Preparing 

Income Tax Report. 
Naghel assisting me. 

Diary 39, 1929 
February 20-22 

-20th – 
Completed signed & mailed my Income Tax Return 
today. 

-21st – 
Busy with office work - correspondence etc.  A 
foolish woman client in Fairbanks.  Sent her 
vigorous telegram to sit down and keep still.  She is 
annoying Albrecht & Taylor & will ruin her case - 
am trying to make her keep her seat & let her 
lawyers run the lawsuit. 

-22nd - 
Washington’s Birthday. 
Calm, mild and snowing.  Remained at home all 
day and worked on arranging & numbering my 
Alaskan library in accordance with arrangement & 
numbers in my Bibliography. 

Diary 39, 1929 
February 23 

23 
Received this telegram from Sutherland: 

Washington, Feb.  23, 1929 
Hon. James Wickersham. Juneau. 
Mailed you by air mail today copy of an opinion by 
Solicitor of Interior Dept. on Controller bill of last 
territorial legislative session which holds some 
features of bill illegal, evidently prepared for Parks 
to guide him in veto power stop.  Bill for this 
session should not be drafted until you have read 
the opinion stop Only thing solicitor seems to be 
dead sure about is illegality of appointment 
notaries public although he almost raises question 
of right to select territorial officials by popular vote 
of the people stop 

Diary 39, 1929 
February 23-25 

23 
he seems to think that the Governor should be the 
whole show. 

Dan Sutherland. 
My!  How the bureau officials fear an organized 
government by the people!  Even when it is only a 
beginning.  How they do hate to give up a little 
graft!  This makes it all the more interesting, and 
will give Senator Steel and our friends in the 
Legislature something to do worthwhile. 
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-24th – 
Sunday.  Thawing & pleasant. 
We had to dinner tonight Mrs. Hooker & Mildred & 
Mrs. Lerch. 

-25th - 
Recd. letter from C.C. Dowell, member 

Diary 39, 1929 
February 25 

25 
of Congress, & House Com. on Territories sending 
me Senate & House Reports on Senate Bill 4257 
“An Act to Authorize the Payment of Certain 
salaries or compensation to Federal officials and 
Employees by the Treasurer of the Territory of 
Alaska,” which is a bill approved by Sutherland to 
pay Karl Thieles backpay as Sec. after Judge Reed 
held the treasurer had no authority to pay it out of 
Territorial funds. 
Also a letter from Dan about the same bill, which 
passed the House and became a law on Feb. 13 - 
also copy Cong. Record of Feb 13, with the full 
proceedings in the House on the passage of the 
bill. S. 4257.  I am greatly pleased with the wording 
of the Act - which is now a law - because of 

Diary 39, 1929 
February 25 

25 
proviso attached thereto which reads as follows: 
“provided that subsequent to March 31, 1929, all 
appropriations by the Alaska Territorial Legislature 
shall be in conformity with the provisions of the act 
of Congress approved August 24, 1912, entitled 
“An Act 
to Create a Legislative Assembly in the Territory of 
Alaska, to confer legislative power thereon, and for 
other purposes” and amendments hereto.” 
It seems to me that a member of the Alaska 
Legislature ought to understand that kind of 
language.  I have written a letter to Sutherland 
approving this bill and congratulating him on its 
passage.  It strengthens the controller bill! 

Diary 39, 1929 
February 25-26 

-25th continued 
Rustgard came in to talk about the Bill which has 
just passed Congress & speaks very strongly 
against it to Dan.  I defended both. Also sent the 
bill, Reports etc. to Smith, Treasurer for 
examination. 

-26th - 

Got stipulation signed by Hellenthal and by 
Rustgard - & myself - to dismiss my suit against 
Smith, Treas. on account of the above matter, for 
the Act of Congress validates the appropriations & 
I have no case left!! 
Filed motion to dismiss & stipulation in the court & 
cause & that ends that phase of the contest for an 
American form of government in Alaska. 
Things in the office as usual! 

Diary 39, 1929 
February 27-28 

-27th – 
Same as usual in the office. 
I am working on comparing the corporation laws of 
Alaska and Delaware. 

-28th - 
The empire reports that Paul is having trouble with 
Judge Harding, who is threatening to find him guilty 
of contempt of court because the Indian 
Brotherhood at its meeting a month or so ago 
declared that certain Indian boatmen were being 
threatened with the seizure of their boats unfairly 
for alleged violations of the fishery laws, by 
Harding and Stabler.  These new officials are now 
giving Paul trouble because of his assertion in that 
matter in a proceeding in court.  Paul has filed an 
affidavit of prejudice. 

Diary 39, 1929 
March 1 

-March 1st 1929. 
The SS. “Aleutian” is going north.  My friend James 
Barrack, of Fairbanks, came up to inquire if I would 
sell my lots in Fairbanks & at what price? 
Finally said he would write to me about them from 
Fairbanks.  Also said he would inquire about my 
interest in the nine quartz claims on Goessman Hill 
- as to assessment work etc.  Guy B. Erwin is very 
sick in the hospital at Seattle.  Barrack tells me he 
is taking mind treatment from Christian Science 
Practitioner for shrinking of prostate gland!! and 
suffering from excess urine in the meantime.  Its 
too bad they cant mix common sense with science. 

Diary 39, 1929 
March 1-4 

Mch. 1, continued. 
Charlie Goodell, from Cordova also came up from 
the boat to say “howdy do.”  Most of the members 
of the legislature are in on this boat. Legislature 
meets Monday. Will Steel in - and thinks the 
Senate O.K. an organization, Controller Bill, etc. 



-2nd – 
Same as usual in the office. 

-3rd – 
Sunday.  Worked around the house, but also 2 
hours at the office on the Comparison of 
Corporation Laws of Alaska and Deleware. 

-4th - 
Legislature meets today.  Senate met & appointed 
its officials & Clerks. My office man L.M. Sullivan 
was elected 

Diary 39, 1929 
March 4 

4 
Engrossing Clerk. He will be a good Eng. Clerk. but 
I will be out of a lawyer - he is a first class young 
man.  Wm. A. Steel was elected Pres. of the 
Senate - a bitter dose for the Empire & the 
Faulkner crowd.  They hate the very ground he 
walks on - & his friends fill all Senate Offices.  The 
House did not organize, but adjourned until 
tomorrow to wait the arrival of two of its members - 
Zeigler from Ketchikan has a law suit on there, & 
McDonald a sick wife in Seattle.  McCain of 
Anchorage, also, who was not declared elected 
until too late to catch the boat, but will be here 
soon. 
There is now a chance for the controller bill to 
pass! 

Diary 39, 1929 
March 5-6 

-5th – 
Same as usual in the office.  Sullivan has gone to 
work for the Senate as Engrossing Clerk.   Attorney 
Genl. & Mrs. Rustgard & Senators Steel and Flame 
will take dinner with us tonight. 

-6th - 
Received today, from Sutherland, copy of an 
opinion by the Solicitor of the Interior Dept. in 
which he forwards to the Governor the data for a 
veto of the Controller Bill, if the Legislature shall 
pass it.  Passed it along to the Attorney General for 
his examination.  I shall read and study it carefully 
a little later, for it is an important attempt to prevent 
the People of Alaska from forming an American 
type of Government in this Territory. 

Diary 39, 1929 
March 7 

-7th - 
Same as usual in the office. 
The legislature is slowly organizing its business, 

and its thoughts on the Controller bill & other 
matters.  In his message Gov. Parks 
recommended that some official should be 
provided - to be elected by the people, to take over 
the duties heretofore performed by the Sec. of the 
Territory.  He informs the Legislature that the court 
held in my case that Theile was ineligible to hold 
both the Federal and the Territorial jobs!  There is 
a better spirit evinced toward some form of a 
Territorial Organization than I expected - though 
there will be formidable opposition to the proper 
form. 

Diary 39, 1929 
March 8-9 

-8th – 
Grace is having the Bridge Club with her today.  
She is a member & enjoys their games.  Her party 
was a success.  We work in the library in the 
evenings numbering the various volumes, 
pamphlets, etc. to agree with the numbers of the 
same title in the Bibliography of Alaskan Literature. 

-9th - 
The members of the Legislature are now yielding in 
the matter of reorganizing the Territorial 
Government on the general plan of the Controller 
Bill of 2 years ago.  I think it will result in laws for 
the Election of a Ter. Treas. Ter. Auditor and Ter. 
Engineer, and always the Governor. 
but the other officials are to be elected and not, as 
now, appointed by  

Diary 39, 1929 
March 9 

9 
the Governor.  These officials will constitute the 
Board or Boards of Control - but in each the 
Governor will be the power!  Still its a great gain 
over having the Governor the more than power in 
Boards appointed by the Governor.  The people of 
the Territory are not yet interested in the 
organization of a real Territorial Government 
responsible only to the People of the Territory. 
But a long step in that direction can now be taken, 
and I hope it will be done.  The Senate is now 
friendly - though not enthusiastic, to the idea, which 
drives the Federal officials to a point of getting the 
best they can out of the situation.  In other words 
the Jones To[?] are yet powerful! 



Alaska State Library – Historical Collections                                                                                   Diary of James Wickersham  
MS 107 BOX 6  DIARY 39                                                                                                                                                       October 1, 1928 through May 15, 1930 

Diary 39, 1929 
March 10-11 

10- 
Stormy Sunday.  Remained in the house all day 
working in library marking, numbering & arranging 
books. 

-11th - 
Case set for trial at Ketchikan on Mch. 20th - which 
will compel me to be there on that date.  Some 
interest in Legislature over electing Supt. of Edu-
cation by Governor and 4 senior Senators.  
Senators Steel, Frame & Anderson have majority 
of the Board & threaten to elect a man from 
California & defeat Henderson, who has held the 
office for years - & has made it a political power - 
and always against our side, so I hope he is 
defeated, but I do not 

Diary 39, 1929 
March 11 

11 
favor electing a man from California.  I favor 
electing Keller, Supt. Juneau Schools.  Steel does 
not care who it is so he defeats Henderson, but 
Frame was the California one & without his vote 
they cannot defeat Henderson so Steel stands by 
with Frame!  I shall be interested to learn who gets 
it. 
Later. Kellar withdrew - think the Governor told him 
to do so - that Henderson still has a chance - to 
Kellar laid down - the election was then adjourned 
for a week - on the motion of Senator Dunn 
seconded by Senator Anderson.  Steel still thinks 
Anderson is loyal - but there is strong pressure 
being brought by members of the Nome delegation 
- & he might lay down.” 

Diary 39, 1929 
March 12 

-12th - 
Working on Alaska - Delaware corporation laws.  
Comparing them etc. 
Have invited Senators Sundquist and Anderson, 
from Nome, also Nylen and Zeigler from Ketchikan 
to dinner this evening.  I am incubating a scheme 
of organizing the Tlingit Indians & having them 
apply to Congress for compensation for their lands, 
fishing rights etc. etc. in connection with Paul when 
I go down to Ketchikan next week.  Many of them 
have complained to me about the U.S. taking their 
garden sites, fishery places, hunting grounds, etc. 
and I think they are entitled to compensation - such 

as Wash. State Indians are now securing through 
acts of Congress. 

Diary 39, 1929 
March 13-15 

-13- 
We had a very pleasant party with the two Nome 
senators, and Representatives Nylen and Zeigler, 
last evening.  After a good dinner, we smoked in 
my library which greatly interested them.  They 
went to the Governors Reception at 9 oclock.  We 
did not go - neither Grace nor I seem to care for 
receptions. 
As usual in the office.  Snow is gone again, and I 
hope it does not fall again, for I am tired of the 
sloppy stuff! 

-14th – 
Same as usual - working on Comparison of 
Delaware & Alaska Corporation Laws. 

-15th - 
Finished my work of comparing the Corporation 
Laws of Alaska and 

Diary 39, 1929 
March 15-16 

15 
Deleware ready for typing. 
Consulted by Brown about organizing Alaska 
Investment Company. Promised attention on my 
return from Ketchikan court - in 10 days. 
Also read new Controller Bill, prepared by Atty 
Genl Rustgard & Senator Steel.  It is a pretty good 
law -  satisfactory if we can get it passed and 
approved.   Substantially the same as that 
introduced two years ago, except the Governor is 
left on the Board of Control! 

-16th - 
I am greatly pleased at the final result of the two 
suits I brought to enjoin the Territorial Treasurer 
from paring out Territorial Appropriations 

Diary 39, 1929 
March 16 

16 
to Federal Bureau Officials, and in addition to 
Federal Appropriations. 
The first of these suits was begun the day after the 
Legislature adjoined in 1927, against the 
Treasurer, and on May 28, 1927 Judge Reed 
rendered his lengthy opinion (7th Alaska Reports, 
522-555, in which he sustained my principal 
contention that the attempt by the Legislature to 



pay a salary 
in addition to that paid by the United States to the 
Federal Secretary of the Territory was illegal and 
void.  For political reasons and being influenced by 
the Governor and other Federal officials and the 
Juneau Empire Judge Reed refused - or openly 
neglected to enter final judgment in the case so I 
could never appeal the case to the 

Diary 39, 1929 
March 16 

16 
U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals, 9th Circuit, which I 
wished to do.  Judge Reed died later and the case 
stood - until I dismissed it, accepting his favorable 
opinion on the law as far as it was favorable 
instead of what I thought to have received. 

To hurry up matters and to keep the Federal  
officials awake I brought the second suit on June 
29, 1927, to restrain the Treasurer from paying out 
of the Territorial Treasury certain additional 
salaries etc. to the appropriations made by 
Congress for Federal Employees and expenses of 
repairs etc. to Federal buildings.  These suits 
caused the Federal Departments in Wash. to take 
notice of the litigation and a bill was introduced 

Diary 39, 1929 
March 16 

16 
in Congress by Sutherland, Delegate from Alaska, 
to pay those Federal officers who actually 
performed services under the illegal Acts of the 
Territorial Legislature, cut concluding with this 
significant proviso, That subsequent to March 3, 
1929, all appropriations by the Alaska Territorial 
Legislature shall be in conformity with the 
provisions of the Act of Congress approved August 
24, 1912, entitled “An Act to Create a legislative 
assembly in the Territory of Alaska, to confer 
legislative powers thereon, and for other purposes, 
amendments thereto.”  This bill passed the U.S. 
Senate May 3-10, 1928 and the House on Feb. 13, 
1929, and was signed by the President later.   
This opinion of Judge Reed and 

Diary 39, 1929 
March 16 

16 
the Act of Congress compelled the Federal officials 
to consider the matters involved from the 
standpoint of the Law.  I assume the Governor was 
instructed to pay attention to the law, for in his 

message to the Legislature, 9th Sess. 1929, he 
frankly called their attention to the law applicable to 
both cases, as follows: 
 
[clipping] 

AUDITOR’S OFFICE 
The District Court for the First Judicial Division, just 
after the close of the last legislative session, held 
that the Secretary of Alaska is ineligible to perform 
the many duties that have been conferred on his 
office for the past fifteen years by the Legislature.  
The Court stated that the present incumbent in 
performing these duties as a defacto officer and 
may continue to act in that capacity until removed 
or other arrangements are made to meet the 
situation.  The suit was later withdrawn, but it is not 
proper that this question should remain subject to 
attack.  It is suggested that this matter be given 
immediate consideration and I recommend the 
creation of a department of audit with provisions for 
the election of a Territorial Auditor authorized to 
assume all of the Territorial duties now performed 
by the Secretary of Alaska.  Since it is necessary to 
reorganize the office of the Secretary it is advisable 
for you to consider whether or not certain functions, 
which were assigned to that office at a time when 
there was no other place for them, should be taken 
out and assigned to the proper department.  The 
recording of vital statistics and all matters 
pertaining to health and sanitation should be under 
supervision of the Commissioner of Health.  
However, until the new capitol building is 
completed the records and clerk in charge should 
remain in their present location.  If this change is 
made a saving of $1200 to $1500 per year can be 
made because it will not be necessary to make an 
appropriation for additional stenographic services 
for the Commissioner of Health or the Boards of 
Medical and Dental Examiners. 
 
This suggestion applies to the decision of Judge 
Reed in the Alaska, 522-555, 
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Diary 39, 1929 
March 16 

16 
against the Secretarys salary: Further over in his 
Message the Governor also said: 

The last appropriation bill carried certain items 
aggregating $6,450 to supplement the Federal 
appropriations, including personal services at the 
Governor’s House, traveling expenses of the 
Governor, entertainment of representatives of the 
United States and foreign nations, and repairs to 
the executive Mansion.  There is some doubt as to 
the validity of these items and they have not been 
expended.  The justification for the appropriations 
is not material here, but the reasons for 
questioning their validity are of the utmost 
importance in considering future appropriations 
bills.  It is contended that all items in a general 
appropriation bill are invalid unless they are made 
pursuant to the authorization contained in a 
specific law.  In other words, an item in the general 
appropriation bill, to cover the rent for a building for 
example, is not valid unless there is a specific law 
authorizing someone to rent the property.  Past 
appropriation bills have contained numerous items 
which were subject to attack for the reason stated 
and the matter is submitted at this time so that we 
may avoid similar mistakes in our next 
appropriation bill.   
 
This is an admission of the legal correctness of my 
contention in the second case against the 
Treasurer to prevent him from paying the items 
mentioned by the Governor in the above quotation 
from his Message.  He is now willing & his faction 
is forced to accept amendments to the law creating 
an officer, a Territorial official, to take the place of 
the Secretary and to cut out Territorial 
appropriations for Federal purposes - a complete 
victory for my two suits & Sutherlands Bill. 

Diary 39, 1929 
March 17-18 

-17th – 
Sunday - Worked in library arranging & numbering 
my Alaskan books to agree with arrangement & 
numbers in Bibliography.  Grace & I went to picture 
show in evening.  Friends to Sunday lunch etc. 
Read an interesting book. 

-18th - 
Senator Luther C. Hess, from Fairbanks came in 
office to call - we talked old times in Fairbanks & 
finally the Colleges & remains of mammoth etc. in 
Fairbanks mines.  I suggested to him the 
importance of preserving the bones of the 
mammoth, horse, buffalo, etc. being & to be 
uncovered in the mining on Cleary & other creeks 
by the College; it struck him as a good idea and he 
asked me to prepare a bill for the Legislature to 
accomplish that result. 

Diary 39, 1929 
March 18-19 

18 
The Board of Education consisting of the Governor 
and the four Senior Senators met today to elect a 
Commissioner of Education.  The Gov & Dunn, of 
Ruby, voted to retain Henderson, but Steel, 
Anderson and Frame voted for Brower of Cordova. 
& elected him, provided the 4 senior senators are 
competent to constitute a perpetual board of 
education, & still remain members of the Senate. 

-19th - 
I have prepared a bill for Senator Hess providing 
an appropriation of $10,000 for preserving remains 
of mammoth etc. while the heavy mining is going 
on in the Cleary & Goldstream Creeks. 

Diary 39, 1929 
March 20 

-20th - 
Am going to Ketchikan on tonights boat - to try the 
case of Matheson Heirs v Patenaude, to recover 
on an endorsement on a note made by Russell & 
endorsed by Patenaude, etc. also two other small 
case, & I hope to get a scheme established with 
Wm. L. Pauls assistance to recover from the U.S. 
the tribal values for the Tlingit Indians of their lands 
and properties taken by the U.S. and its citizens 
without Treaty or any other rights but just by force!  
If I can get Paul interested we will act as the 
attorneys for the Tlingit’s, as a tribe - through 
Congress etc.   
Mrs. Tupper will stay at the house with Grace while 
I am away. 

Diary 39, 1929 
March 21-22 

-21st – 
Left Juneau last night on the Yukon.  We passed 
Petersburg without stopping & reached Wrangell 
afternoon. Judge Thomas & John G. Grant came 



with me as witnesses in the Patenaude case & the 
Patenaudes came also.  Reached Ketchikan at 8 
oclock in the evening & went to the Gilmore Hotel. 

-22- 
Our case cannot be reached today but the court 
agreed to permit us to take our testimony by 
referee if he cannot hear us tomorrow.  Am 
advising with Paul about an appeal in the case 
when Judge Harding fined him $17500 for contempt 
of court. 

Diary 39, 1929 
March 23 

-23rd - 
I am old and tired tonight & I will go to bed early.  
Attended court all day listening to the trial of Harry 
Nixon & his son for having in possession 
intoxicating liquor.  Also tried my own case of 
Matheson v Patenaude to set aside a deed from 
husband to wife for fraudulent conveyance to 
defraud creditors.  Concluded taking the testimony 
& have 2 weeks to file brief for the plaintiff.  I am to 
take dinner tomorrow – Sunday - with Wm L. Paul 
and his family.  Also have an engagement with him 
at 10 a.m. in the morning to talk over the plan of 
getting Congress to pass an Act permitting the 
Tlingit Nation to present its claims to the Courts for 
their lands etc. taken by the United States without 
Treaty. 

Diary 39, 1929 
March 24 

-24- 
Sunday - Dinner with Mr. & Mrs. Wm L. Paul.  
Spent some time at his office in consultation with 
him about an appeal in the case when Judge 
Harding fined him in two cases - $100 in one & $75 
in the other.   
Also I proposed to him the project of attempting to 
secure the passage of an Act of Congress to 
permit the Tlingit & Haida Indians to bring suit in 
the Court of Claims to recover the value of the 
homelands, fishing sites, etc. taken by the U.S. 
without compensation. We agreed to join as 
attorneys & work together as attorneys for the 
Indians. I wrote out the agreement & he is 
considering it. 

Diary 39, 1929 
March 25 

-25- 
The SS. Yukon came in this morning at 7 a.m. & I 
am going home on her. 

Made a contract with Wm L. Paul & his wife to join 
with them in the plan of securing compensation for 
the Tlingit & Haida Indians.  Olts came to urge my 
attention to the Asbestos mines & our interest with 
De Roux therein. He is trying to crowd us out!  He 
is taking money from other people & promising to 
convey title to them etc when we (Olts & I) own 1/2 
interest by deed from him, properly recorded!! 
Yukon left Ketchikan at noon.  Mrs. Luther C. Hess 
is on board and many others from Fairbanks, also 
my Fairbanks friend Mrs. “Jennie O’Brien” - with 
whom I passed some interesting hours some ten 
years ago.  She ran when she 

Diary 39, 1929 
March 25-26 

25 
saw me & has kept in her room.  Verily conscience 
makes cowards of us all.  Of course she married 
after our Fairbanks acquaintance - but she ought to 
know I never forget to be a discreet gentleman - 
even to my diary.  Jennie is a very competent 
business woman and has made a fortune even in 
Fairbanks.  She is a fine pioneer character and has 
the respect of the people of the Tanana, and well 
deserves it. 

-26th - 
Our ship remained last night at the mouth of the 
Wrangell Narrows in a snowstorm.  J. O’B. came 
out of retirement this evening and I had a pleasant 
interview with her & Mrs. Bess in the main 
reception room. 

Diary 39, 1929 
March 27 

-27th - 
We landed in Petersburg late yesterday afternoon.  
I saw the Arctic Blue Fox Co. Officials but nothing 
was done about Wheeler suit.  Also McGregor - 
who promises to pay me the $250. he owes me - 
as soon as he can!  Went by Kake & arrived in 
Juneau this morning at 230 & found Grace in bed 
sound asleep and glad to see me!   
The struggle is on in the Legislature about the 
Controller Bill - the Senate for it by a vote of 5 in 
favor and 3 against the House is apparently 
opposed by an equal majority, so the battle stands. 
Letter – copy - from Sutherland addressed to 
Senator Borah, stating that he cannot support on 
Capt. A.D. Williams for Governor of Alaska since 
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his choice is Judge James Wickersham - he is just 
making me an excuse for I am not a candidate. 

Diary 39, 1929 
March 27 

27 
Yesterdays Empire says: 
 
[clipping] 

SENATE PASSES  
CONTROL BOARD  
MEASURE TODAY 

Steel Controller Bill Passed 
Five to Three Without 

Word of Debate 
The Senate this afternoon by a vote of five to 

three passed Steel’s new Controller Bill, Senate Bill 
No. 35, creating a board of Control to be the 
executive branch of the Territorial Government, 
establishing the office of auditor and providing for 
his election and the election of the Territorial 
Treasurer by popular vote.   

The bill was read by title only.  There was no 
debate of any kind. Not a single word was spoken 
in either defense or condemnation.  The 
emergency clause, however, failed to pass, being 
one vote short of the necessary two-thirds of the 
membership.  Senators Frame, Anderson 
Sundquist, Benjamin and Steel voted both for the 
bill and the emergency, while Senators Dimond, 
Dunn and Hess voted against both. 

Kill Other Measures 
The majority machine then moved on to wipe off 

its calendar the other two measures for 
governmental re-organization.  It took off the table 
the bill providing for the popular election of 
Treasurer and another creating the office of Auditor 
and providing for his popular election.  Both were 
read for the second time. 

The treasurer measure was first to get the axe.  
Mr. Sundquist, seconded by Mr. Frame, moved its 
indefinite postponement.  For the second time 
during the day’s session, the Senate voted without 
debate, and the kill was killed by the same vote 
and division as the Controller Bill carried. 

The same procedure was followed on the bill to 

elect an Auditor.  But before the vote was taken, 
Senator Dunn, its author, urged the Senate to 
defeat the motion to kill it. 

Recognize Futility 
But he, himself, recognized the futility of such a 

plea.  “Even if an angel from Heaven came down 
and defended the measure, I know it wouldn’t 
make any difference to,” the majority, he asserted.  
The purpose of the bill, he added, was to give the 
people of Alaska a needed office to be filled in the 
only American manner, by election, to have its 
duties imposed on the officer occupying it directly.  
The Steel Controller Bill, he said, was an effort to 
mix up several offices, to create an arbitrary board 
with extensive powers. 

“If you believe in the principles of American 
Government, there is no reason why you cannot 
support this measure,” he asserted.  He charged 
that the majority members were saddling the 
Territory with an experiment in government, and no 
one knew where it might lead to.  “We have had a 
very efficient system of Government up to now, but 
God knows where it might lead to.  “We have had a 
very efficient system of Government up to now, but 
God knows where we will go under this Control 
Board,” he concluded. 
The vote of the Senate remained unchanged.  
Anderson, Benjamin, Frame, Sundquist and Steel 
voted for indefinite postponement and Dimond, 
Dunn and Hess against it. 

Diary 39, 1929 
March 28-29 

-28th – 
Same as usual in the office. 
Busy on appeal of Wm L. Paul, fined by Judge 
Harding for contempt of court; also in preparation 
of Brief in Patenaude case. 

-29- 
Same as usual in the office. 
Senator Dimond has introduced a new school bill, 
to codify the school laws - but particularly to repeal 
the present law & enable a new Board of Education 
to reelect Henderson as superintendent 
notwithstanding his defeat by Bruer two weeks 
ago.  The 5 Senators are not asleep and Tony’s bill 
will be carefully pruned before its passage.  Since 



Judge Bunnells arrival here to secure 
appropriations for the Agri. College, the opposition 
of the Controller Bill has softened, for he has been 
notified that if his 4th Div. friends fight the 
Controller Bill there will be reprisal. 

Diary 39, 1929 
March 30-31 

-30th – 
Holiday - Treaty Day - but I am working on brief in 
Matheson v Patenaude.  Roy Sullivan is also 
working typing my Comparison of the Corporation 
Laws of Alaska and Delaware. 

-31st - 
 

Diary 39, 1929 
April 1-3  

-April 1st 1929- 
Same as usual in the office. 

-April 2nd – 
Darrells 47th Birthday.  I wrote him a nice loving 
letter, and one also to Harold, at Enumclaw.  Busy 
on Patenaude Brief.  Received letter from Darrell 
saying he cannot visit us in June!  I am very much 
disappointed. 
Court is in session beginning yesterday.  Luckily I 
have no case for trial before the new Judge - 
Harding – but have three pending before Judge Hill 
who will be here to hold court tomorrow. 

-3rd – 
Same as usual in the office.  Finished 

Diary 39, 1929 
April 3-4 

3 
writing my Brief in Matheson - Grant Guardian v 
Patenauds - a case brought by me for plaintiff to 
set aside a series of deeds made by a husband to 
his wife to hinder, delay & defraud his creditors. 

-4th - 
We have had a “Taku wind” blowing over the 
mountains for three days, but it is bright & warmer 
today.  I am assisting in preparing an “8 hour law” 
bill to be introduced by Representative Fisher of 
Fairbanks.  Some new business coming into the 
office & I am kept very busy - especially that I am 
now alone - my former assistant Leroy Sullivan 
being engaged as Enrolling Clerk in the Senate.  
The Senate & house seem to be hopelessly in 
opposition on the Controller Bill & other legislation! 

Diary 39, 1929 
April 5-6 

-5th – 
Working on brief of Acts of Congress authorizing 
submission of Indian tribes to sue U.S. for legal 
and equitable rights in U.S. Court of Claims. 
Dinner tonight at home.  Senator and Mrs. Hess, 
Major and Mrs. Elliott, Mrs. Tupper and Judge 
Bunnell, of the Alaska Agri. College, the men 
enjoyed my library - the women Bridge.  Mrs. 
Holbrook came in after dinner to play cards with 
the ladies. 

-6th - 
As usual in the Office.  Writing letter to Senator 
Jones asking for reports on Indian Claims bills etc. 

-7th- 
Sunday.  Home all day - dinner down to town with 
Grace & we went to theater. 

Diary 39, 1929 
April 7-10 

-7th – 
Sunday – worked in my library – went to Club Café 
for dinner with Grace – not so good as her own 
home cooking but a change for her & a Sunday 
rest! 

-8th – 
Same as usual in office.  Judge Harding is trying a 
long mining case. Roden is in case - can do 
nothing in Pauls Appeal until that case is ended. 

-9th – 
Busy in office, nothing extraordinary. 

-10- 
Same as usual in the office. 
Judge Bunnell & Mrs. Tupper paid their dinner calls 
this evening and remained until midnight talking.  
He talked “college and its opportunities” 

Diary 39, 1929 
April 10 

10 
and invited me to attend his Commencement 
exercises the last of June and deliver the address!  
I promised to answer his invitation in ample time. 
My acceptance will depend on things not yet 
certain - but I hope to go. 

Capt. A.D. Williams, of Kokrines, called.  He is a  
candidate for Governor but I declined to give him 
an endorsement because it would do him more 
harm than good!  He assured me that Holmes 
stands no chance of appointment, and quotes 
Senator Borah to that effect.  He thinks Parks will 
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be reappointed!  I wrote a letter to Sutherland 
today saying I would not be a candidate & urged 
him to suggest to the President that he appoint us 
a Stinson, a Wood or a Taft! 

Diary 39, 1929 
April 10-21 

10 
and not a Pollyanna! 
That Alaska needed a man of high executive 
ability, experience and Eastern influence!  But Dan 
wont do it - and neither will Hoover! 

-11th – 
Working in the office. 
We had to dinner tonight: Mr. & Mrs. Harry 
Donnelly, of the 4th Div. Mr. & Mrs. Frank Foster of 
the 3rd and Mr. & Mrs. Lomen of the 2nd.  We had 
an excellent dinner & a very pleasant after dinner 
party. 

-12th - 
The House Committee having in charge Senator 
Steels Senate Bill No. 35, made its report 
yesterday.  It strikes out of the Senate bill about 
everything that was good, especially all its pro- 

Diary 39, 1929 
April 12-13 

12 
visions creating a Board of Control consisting of 
the Governor, Auditor and Treasurer, and leaves 
all political powers of appointment and control in 
the hands of the Governor!  It even proposes to 
punish the Senate by taking away its power of 
confirming appointive offices, and giving that to the 
Senate & House combined!  It is the basis for a 
contest that may yet cause charges to be filed 
against Park’s confirmation in case he is 
reappointed. 

-13th - 
Will Steel was just in and told me that his enemies 
were at work before the Grand Jury trying to indict 
him for voting in Juneau at the city election!! 

Diary 39, 1929 
April 14 

-14th - 
The situation in respect to the Controller Bill has 
become a stalemate. The House has set its face 
against the Board of Control feature in that bill - the 
Senate takes a Strong stand the other way - so I 
am drawing a Memorial to the President, to 
Congress & to Sutherland setting up the Senate 
View, & will ask Steel & the five Senators to adopt 

it as their statement of the facts and principles, & 
then drop the subject.  If the Governor & the House 
accept the challenge & do not pass any 
satisfactory law to take the place of those which 
are conceded to be deficient – void - they the 
Territorial government may just have to take a rest 
until Congress intervenes. 

Diary 39, 1929 
April 15 

-15th - 
Same in office. 
Had the five senators, Steel, Frame, Sundquist, 
Benjamin and Anderson up at my house tonight: I 
had prepared a Senate Memorial No. I for them, in 
the matter of the Senate Bill No. 35, Controller bill: 
it was read by me discussed & the senators agreed 
on their course of action: they will amend the 
memorial in some particulars & introduce it at 
proper time, and thereby place the responsibility for 
failure of the Governor & the House to act to 
amend the well know defects in the laws creating a 
Territorial Executive Department on the Governor 
& House, and also refer the whole matter to 
Congress! 

Diary 39, 1929 
April 16-17 

-16th – 
I sent a copy of my Comparison of the Corporation 
Laws of Alaska with those of Delaware this day to 
Hon. E.D. Skinner, canneryman & capitalist, 
Skinner Bldg. Seattle. 
Invited Rothenburg, Speaker House, and Fisher, 
McDonald, Members House, Senator Dimond & his 
wife, to dinner tomorrow evening, also Mr. & Mrs. 
Newmarker, neighbors.  Invited Bishop Rowe, but 
he leaves town on the boat today & could not 
come.  There will be no politics talked because all 
these gentlemen oppose the Controller Bill. 

-17th - 
The Controller Bill, with every feature of Territorial 
Government cut out 

Diary 39, 1929 
April 17 

17 
by amendments, passed the house today & it will 
now go to the Senate. 
We had a very nice dinner tonight Rothenburg, 
Fisher, McDonald, from the 4th Div. & Diamond & 
his wife from the 3rd, but Murray, from the 3rd, was 
so “sick” he could not come! - in other words, Joe, 



was drunk!  Mr. & Mrs. Newmarker & Mrs. Lerch 
made up the party & we had a pleasant evening, 
the ladies played bridge & we men smoked and 
talked about early days in the Tanana.  Also just as 
dinner was over Mr. & Mrs. Hutchinson, from 
Fairbanks called. their boat was at the wharf & they 
went on home.  They are always nice & friendly. 

Diary 39, 1929 
April 18 

-18th - 
As usual in the office.  I am just now preparing an 
Agreement between myself and Wm L. Paul & his 
wife, Frances L. Paul, as parties of the first part, 
and the Tlinket and Haida Indians, providing for our 
services in collecting the claims of the Tlingit and 
Haida Indians for fisheries, lands hunting grounds, 
etc. taken by the United States at the time of 
making the Treaty of Session, Mch. 30, 1867, and 
for which no compensation whatever has been 
made to these Indians by treaty or otherwise.  It will 
be a big task and I am very careful in the pre-
paration of our Contract with the Indians, hoping 
thereby to impress Congress & the courts, if we 
ever reach either with our entire good faith. 

Diary 39, 1929 
April 19-20 

-19th – 
The Legislature is unable to agree on the 
Controller Bill & especially the Board of Control 
feature of it.  Senator Frame, representing a 
majority of the Senate, is just now engaged in 
studying the legal aspects of the situation & I have 
loaned him my brief and authorities, used in the 
cases which I brought in the District Court, so he 
may familiarize himself with the principles involved, 
and with the decisions of the Courts in relation 
thereto. 

-20th - 
Same in office.  Nothing in court except briefs in 
pending cases.  Wrote a letter to Darrell about our 
declining income in Price Co, Tacoma, property & 
asked him to attend to matter if he can. 

Diary 39, 1929 
April 21-22 

-21st – 
Sunday - remained in library nearly all day.  Grace 
& I took dinner down town at Mary’s Restaurant - 
not as good as cooking as at home.  We then 
attended the Palace Moving Pictures.  Beautiful 
day - robins sang all night. 

-22nd - 
Wrote Mrs. Patton, Hoquiam, and thanked her for 
sending me a beautiful library table - bless her kind 
heart! 
Senators Anderson, Benjamin, Frame, Steel and 
Sundquist introduced the Senate Memorial No         
today: it is an arrangement of the Governor & those 
who oppose creating an American Form of 
Territorial Government in Alaska, and may yet form 
a basis for charges against the confirmation of 
Gov. Parks in case 

Diary 39, 1929 
April 22 

22 
is reappointed Gov. of this Territory.  I wrote this 
Memorial & the Senators agreed to introduce it - 
this is the 50th day & the last one on which they 
could introduce the same, for no measure can be 
introduced under the Rules, after this date, without 
suspending the Rules, & that requires a two thirds 
vote - or 6 out of 8 votes of the Senators - & that 
they could not get - secure, for Hess, Dimond and 
Dunn oppose! 
Henry Roden & I are preparing the Assignment of 
Errors today in the Contempt case against Paul, for 
whom we are to appear.  It is a pretty close case - 
we fear, though we think the facts & the law are in 
his favor, and we are certain Judge Harding ought 
never to have had the case! 

Diary 39, 1929 
April 23-24 

-23rd – 
O.D. Cochran, prominent attorney from Nome, & 
“Teddy“ Kettleson, Supt. of the Pioneers Home, 
Sitka, called today.  Invited Cochran & his wife to 
take dinner with us this week Thursday - 25th. 

-24th - 
Busy closing up ay letters etc.  A man occupying a 
room on the same floor as my office had small pox 
and was removed from the room this morning & 
taken to the jail - as a pesthouse!  Meeting of the 
Stockholders of the Admiralty Is. Coal Co. in my 
offices tonight - to hear Lerch’s report of his failure 
to get financial aid for the Co. in Seattle or S.F. 
without a Report from a Coal Expert! 

Meeting was without Explosions - it 
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Diary 39, 1929 
April 24 

24 
now transpires that Reck & Cann. are deeply 
interested in trying to get the property of the 
Admiralty Is. Coal Co. transferred to another 
Corporation under such conditions as will give the 
new Co. great advantages etc. and they hope to be 
in on the “advantages” – as promoters.  With the 
notes etc. in his bank & his control of our financial 
affairs Reck may be able to destroy us, etc. 
Cann proposed a plan last night of taking the 
A.I.C.Co. into a million dollar scheme at a reduction 
of our stock price 50% - which I openly opposed.  
We finally agreed to sell our property for $250,000 
if a buyer can be had, but the buzzards on the 
fence are waiting for the old Cow to die –so they 
may eat! 

Diary 39, 1929 
April 25 

-25- 
In office as usual.  At the meeting of the 
Stockholders of the Admiralty Is. Coal Co. last 
night a Committee of 5 - Reck, Cann, Lerch, Briggs 
and myself was appointed to call on Messrs Harris 
and Elfendahl - 2 representatives of the wealthy 
Alaska Cannerymen to discuss the future & 
finances of the Mine.  We called - & talked - but 
without point or result. They did halfway promise to 
stop in the Inlet & look at the mine, but promised 
nothing else. 
Dinner tonight at home.  D.D. Cochran & wife, Mr. 
& Mrs. Eggleston - Supt. of Fairbanks Exploration 
Co, & Harry Pratt, Cochran & Pratt attorneys for 
the Fairbanks Co. engaged in Mining on Cleary & 
Gold Stream etc.  Just a social occasion. 

Diary 39, 1929 
April 26 

-26th - 
As usual in the office. 
The Senate Memorial No 1. introduced but not 
passed yet, has caused the opponents of the 
Controller Bill features in the Senate Bill introduced 
by Senator Steel to stop, and look & listen!  The 
Governor and his friends are now afraid of the 
possible results, both in his reappointment as 
Governor, and in the appeal to Congress for 
assistance to combat their efforts to make the 
Governor the sole, automatic Authority in Alaska.  I 
think they may weaken & concede something fair 

to the people of Alaska. Steel, Anderson, 
Benjamin, Fame & Sundquist, the majority 
Senators are standing firm as a rock wall, & 
holding up many bills much wanted. 

Diary 39, 1929 
April 27 

-27th - 
Senator Steel tells me that the opponents of the 
Peoples Control in the Territorial Government in 
the House are weakening.  The conferees on the 
Free Conference Committee on the Steel 
Controller Bill exhibit signs of yielding.  The 
members of the house from the South Division, 
who had led the fight against the Steel Bill, are 
exceedingly anxious about the Appropriations bill 
for the College & the Senators turn all appeals in 
favor of that bill to a discussion of the Steel Bill.  
Bully for Bill Steel! he has shown courage and 
American patriotism and will deserve the credit for 
what they get - if the opponents of his bill do yield - 
as I hope they will. 

Diary 39, 1929 
April 28-30 

-28th – 
Sunday.  In the Library most of the day. 

-29th – 
Steel tells me there is a chance that the House will 
recede from its opposition to the Board of Control 
feature, and agree to it in a modified form. 

-30th - 
Meeting of Board of Directors Admiralty Island Coal 
Co. in my office to raise $300.00 to pay the coal 
miners at work on our Mine.  I agreed to put in 
$300.00 more for that purpose and take stock in the 
Co. for it.  Am working on form of a Bill to be 
introduced in Congress authorizing the Tlingit & 
Haida Indians of Alaska to bring suit in the Court of 
Claims to recover for their lands etc. in 
Southeastern Alaska. 

Diary 39, 1929 
April 30 

-30th – continued. 
Grace gave a party tonight - a bridge card party - to 
the schoolteachers with whom she taught, and it 
was a very gaudy one.  They all seemed to enjoy it 
- but Senator Anderson from Nome, Mrs. Tupper, 
teacher and I seemed out of place - we “holed up” 
in the Library & talked books etc. 
 
[clipping] 



E.W. SAWYER 
IS PLANNING 
ALASKA TRIP 

Administrative Assistant to 
Wilbur Is Coming- 
Purposes of Tour 

 
WASHINGTON, April 30.-Ernest W. Sawyer, 

Administrative Assistant to Secretary of Interior 
Wilbur, will leave May 20, for an inspection tour of 
several western states and Alaska. 

Sawyer plans to go first to Chicago to confer with 
officials of the Alaska Railroad, then after investi-
gation of western reclamation projects, will proceed 
to Alaska and study in detail the administration of 
that territory. 
 
Now I just wonder what this means?  Another 
hunting trip like that Mitchell, Atty. Genl. had last 
summer? 

Diary 39, 1929 
May 1 

-May 1st - 
The Admiralty Island Coal Co. has raised almost 
enough money to pay its coal miners their wages, 
and an Expert Coal man is coming to examine the 
property - there are rumors of sale etc. & things are 
looking up.  We had a meeting of the Board of 
Directors today.  Reck & all of us agreed to take 
more stock & pay in the money for the purpose of 
paying the miners, - from $200 to $2000.  I put in 
$300. & told Reck I would not pay the note for 
$2500. in his bank until he and the bank replaced 
the Donaldson & Lerch stock which was attached 
to it as security when I signed the note.  He was 
rather nasty about the matter - but he is on the 
wrong side legally. 

Diary 39, 1929 
May 2-3 

-May 2nd – 
The Legislature will adjourn [?] tonight: things there 
are in a jam and no one can quite tell what they 
have done until a survey is made tomorrow. 
It looks now as if they have defeated the Controller 
Board feature finally. 

-May 3rd - 
Well, its all over, and while the 5 senators - Steel, 
Anderson, Benjamin, Frame and Sundquist did not 

get everything they wanted, they finally got enough 
to put the Government of the Territory on the road 
to development, for which they are to be highly 
congratulated, and the Territory also.  The final 
result of their courage and Americanism is: the 
election by the People of the Territory 

Diary 39, 1929 
May 3 

3 
of Four major officials: Treasurer, Auditor, Supt. of 
Schools and Highway Commissioner.  These four 
will be hereafter elected by Alaskans, and they will, 
naturally, in good time, be jealous of Federal 
appointive power, and around them, and this 
prejudice, will gather that sentiment of a few people 
which will soon strip Federal officials of the power 
to control the Territorial Government.  These five 
Senators, also, reduced the appropriations for 
the Agri. College & School of Mines some $30,000 
in remembrance of the efforts of Pres. Bunnell of 
that institution, to defeat their efforts to free our 
Territorial Government from Federal Control. 

Diary 39, 1929 
May 3 

3 
Yesterday was the last day freed by the Organic 
Act for legislation, but these 5 held up the General 
Appropriations Bill & the bills creating the Auditors 
office etc. and compelled their opponents to agree 
to elect Cash Cole, Auditor, before they would 
yield, & won that also. 
They defeated Henderson, Supt. Education, one of 
the worst enemies they had to contend with & in 
his place elected Bauer, who is at least a stranger 
to the Governor’s forces - the Gov. and Senator 
Dunn voted for Henderson & lost.  These 5 also 
eased Senate Memorial No. 1. in strong criticism of 
the Governors attitude - altogether a fine record for 
Freedom in a legislature overwhelming against 
them. 

Diary 39, 1929 
May 3 

3 
The House passed a House Resolution in answer 
to Senate Memorial No 1. as follows: 
 
[clipping]  

HOUSE PRAISES  
GOV. PARKS FOR  

HIS ATTITUDE 
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Passes Resolution Endors- 
ing His Administration 

by Vote of 14 to 1 
The House this morning by a vote of 14 to one, 

the remaining member being absent, passed a 
House Resolution unreservedly endorsing the 
administration of Gov. George A. Parks and 
praising him unqualifiedly.  While it does not refer 
directly to Senate Memorial No. 1, attacking the 
Governor and alleging him to have been politically 
active, it makes reference to it indirectly. 

Mr. Winn, First Division, was the only member to 
vote against it.  He assigned no reason for his vote.  
Mr. McCain was absent, having left last night for 
Ketchikan to visit his son H.G. McCain and family. 

Text of Resolution 
The text of the resolution follows: 

“BE IT RESOLVED, by the House of 
Representatives of the 
Alaska Territorial Legislature in Ninth regular 
session assembled: 

“That we commend, without reservation, the 
honorable George A. Parks, Governor of Alaska, 
as a true and loyal Alaskan, an honorable and 
upright man, and an excellent administrator, of 
whom Alaskans may well be proud.  We comment 
Governor Parks for the marked ability with which 
he has performed the duties of his office; we 
commend him for his fairness and impartiality; we 
commend him for the labor he has taken to 
acquaint himself with the needs of the various 
regions of Alaska, and the thoughtful consideration 
he has given to the many problems which confront 
him; we commend him for his scrupulous care in 
confining his activities to the proper performance of 
his own duties, and in never invading the field of 
action reserved for the Alaska Territorial 
Legislature by the provisions of the Organic Act of 
Alaska; we commend him for his good temper and 
sanity when he has been (and that lately) vilified 
and traduced by men who in their eagerness to 
obtain political jobs at public expense have passed 
far beyond the bounds of truth and decency; we 
commend him because he is a gentleman. 

Ten to Delegate 
“BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That a copy of 

this Resolution be sent to the President, a copy to 
the United States Senate, and ten copies to the 
Honorable Dan A. Sutherland, Delegate to 
Congress from Alaska, for distribution among the 
heads of the departments of the Government.” 

The resolution was introduced by Messrs. Lomen 
and Foster by unanimous consent. 
 
The members of the House who fought the plan of 
reinforcing Territorial Government are greatly 
disappointed at the gains our friends made & from 
their talk one [?] 

Diary 39, 1929 
May 4-5 

-May 4th – 
Members of the Legislature cannot get away, on 
account of the way the boats run, for several days, 
and are yet quarreling over the recent struggles. 
I am working on Wm L. Pauls contempt case.  It is 
on appeal to U.S. Ct. Ct. of Appeals - but I am 
preparing a statement of the facts & may send it to 
the Atty. Genl. & ask him to dismiss the case - if he 
will.  But he wont! 
Grace is quite sick.  Dr. DeVighne attends her.  It 
seems to be intestinal trouble.  I think it is a slight 
attack of ptomaine poisoning. 

-5- 
Sunday - attending Grace & working in the office.  
Good walk in the sun. 

Diary 39, 1929 
May 6-7 

-6th – 
At work in the office as usual. 
Lerch & John Reck went over yesterday to 
examine the Coal Mine & pay the men.  Also they 
expect to meet the Coal Expert who is coming up. 
from Seattle to make a report on the mind & 
surrounding prospects.  If his report is favorable it 
is their intention to try to sell the mine. 

-7th - 
Boat north and south today carrying members of 
the Legislature home. 
Grace does not seem to be recovering as quickly 
as expected.  Sent Paul copy of the proposed Bill 
for the relief of the Alaska Indians - claims for their 
lands, etc.  Working on Pauls Contempt Case. 



Diary 39, 1929 
May 8 

-8th - 
Letter from Darrell who is quite exercised over my 
financial condition:  He thinks I put too much 
money into my new home, and urges me to quit 
paying Nan & Harry, etc.  I am impressed with his 
objections & will do just about as he suggests in 
those matters.   
The last member of the Legislature has gone home 
& peace reigns once more.  Will Steel, Senator 
from Juneau, sent south with the rest of them. to 
Seattle - and says he will attempt to get money – 
capital - to start a Republican newspaper in 
Juneau!  With four major Territorial officials to be 
elected by the people we may now be able to really 
organize a Territorial Government & a Republican 
newspaper is greatly needed. 

Diary 39, 1929 
May 9-12 

-9th – 
Wrote Darrell - sent him statement of my assets & 
copy of my Income Tax Return for last year, etc.  
Grace is better and the Doctor, DeVighne says she 
is cured, but weak.  She will be as usual in a few 
days etc.  Cash Cole, Auditor, took possession of 
his office the day after the Legislature adjourned & 
is “carrying on.” 

-10th – 
As usual in the office. 

-11th – 
Same as yesterday. 

-12th - 
Yesterday Lockie McKinnon asked me to prepare 
papers in Butterbaugh Est. am doing it today - 
Sunday. 
Also received telegram from three 

Diary 39, 1929 
May 12-13 

12 
High School girls at Ketchikan complaining that 
School Board had forbidden outside residents 
children to come to school in Ketchikan & asking 
advice.  I interviewed Henderson, Com. of 
Education & Rustgard, Atty. Genl. - both say the 
law is against us.  I do not think so & telegraphed 
girls to that effect. 

-13th - 
Am preparing letter to Cole, Auditor & Smith, 
Treasurer, about payment of appropriations made 

by Legislature to Governors Sec. Clerk & 
Stenographer, & also salary Highway Engineer - 
warning them appropriations illegal & not to pay 
them.  I shall bring another suit to restrain payment 
but think it fair to give warning. 

Diary 39, 1929 
May 13-14 

-13th – continued. 
Recd. telegram from Ketchikan asking me to bring 
suit about school matter.  Judge Harding left on 
steamer yesterday for Yakutat -”bear hunting” - 
again, so nothing can be done! 
Served copies of objections to paying 
appropriations for Governors secretary, Clerk and 
Stenographer - & salary Highway Engineer & 
Auditor & Treasurer. 

-14th - 
The more I study Chap. 114, 118 & other laws 
recently enacted by the legislature the more 
satisfied I am with what we obtained thereby in the 
organization of a Territorial Form of Government.  
Am working in the office as usual - though there is 
not much business in the law work these days. 

Diary 39, 1929 
May 14 

14 
[clipping] 

DAILY ALASKA EMPIRE, TUESDAY, MAY 14, 
1929. 

Wickersham Warns Auditor  
and Treasurer Not to Pay  

Salaries, Clerks, Sommers 
Reviving his two-year old fight against the 

Governor’s office and starting one on the Territorial 
Highway Engineer, R.J. Sommers, Judge James 
Wickersham has started a movement designed to 
prevent the payment of Territorial funds to clerks in 
Gov. Parks’ office and Mr. Sommers for salaries.  
His first step was to write a letter to Treasurer 
Walstein G. Smith and Auditor Cash Cole  warning 
them they would violate the law if they paid out 
moneys for that purpose. 

Wickersham cited the penal provisions of the so-
called Controller Bill, warning the Auditor he would 
be guilty of a felony and the Treasurer that he 
would be guilty of embezzlement if they made such 
payments. 

Claims Items Overlooked 
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The letter to the two officials follows in part: 
“. . . In the excitement of the last two hours of the 

session the members of the Legislature overlooked 
two of the most important mandatory provisions of 
the Steel Bill, and violated their provisions in two 
instances, and your attention is now called to these 
two violators of the law. 

“The two mandatory provisions mentioned are 
Section 8 of the Act, contained in Article I, relating 
particularly to the Auditor, and the other is 
subdivision (d) in Section 16, relating particularly to 
the Treasurer, though both are in the same Act, 
and control the actions of both Auditor and 
Treasurer. 

“Section 8, Article I, provides (italics mine): 
‘Section 8.  If the Auditor shall allow a claim 

against the Territory which he knows to be false or 
fraudulent or for which there is not an existing 
appropriation against which a warrant may be 
drawn, except where otherwise provided by law, or 
knows to be not a just, true or legal charge against 
the Territory he shall be guilty of a felony and, upon 
conviction, shall be punished’ as provided. 

“Section 16, subdivision (d) of Article II, provides 
(italics mine): 

“ ‘He shall pay no monies or funds out of the 
Treasury except in pursuance of laws authorizing 
the payment thereof, and whenever any moneys 
are paid they shall be paid from the appropriation 
provided therefore and from no other fund.’ 

“Section 19, Article II, makes it the crime of 
embezzlement for the Treasurer to pay out money 
in his possession as Treasurer in violation of this 
Act.” 

Attacks Governor’s Office 
Continuing Wickersham’s letter declared: 
“In view of these drastic provisions of the law 

your attention is directed to the first three items in 
Chapter 120, Session Laws of 1929, being the 
general appropriation bill.  These items attempt to 
appropriate the funds of the Territory for the 
additional salary to the Secretary of Governor, and 
for his clerk and stenographer.  These are not a 
“legal charge against the Territory,” and the Auditor 

will violate the law by allowing them; they are not 
made “in pursuance of laws authorizing the 
payment thereof,” and the Treasurer will violate the 
law by paying them.” 
Appropriations covering these identical items were 
attacked two years ago by Wickersham in a suit 
filed to enjoin their payment.  The case was heard 
on demurrer before the late Judge T.M. Reed in 
the local Federal district court.  On May 28, 1927, 
in a lengthy decision covering these and other 
points, Judge Reed upheld the validity of the items, 
concluding: 
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“I am of the opinion that the appropriation for the 

salary of the Secretary to the Governor and the 
appropriations for the Governor’s office for an extra 
clerk and a stenographer are valid.” 

Engineer New Issue 
The question of payment of the salary of 

Highway Engineer Sommers was not raised in the 
Wickersham suit of 1927.  It presents a new issue.  
Judge Wickersham contends that there is no 
authority anywhere for payment of a salary for that 
office; that although the Legislature passed a 
measure creating it, making it elective, it refused to 
appropriate money for a salary, and that, lacking 
an emergency clause, it does not become a law for 
90 days after the Legislature adjourned. 

The office of Highway Engineer was created in 
1923 by the Legislature and the Territorial Road 
Commission authorized to fill it by appointment.  It 
has been held since that time by Mr. Sommers, 
and the salary and contingent expenses have been 
paid out of the appropriation for roads and trails 
made at each succeeding session of the 
Legislature.  Wickersham asserts there is no direct 
appropriation for the office, no salary can be paid 
to Engineer Sommers. 

Cole Seeks Ruling 
Auditor Cole submitted the Wickersham letter to 

Attorney General Rustgard for an official opinion.  
The latter said today he had not been able to 
consider the matter in all of its phases. 

Treasurer Smith had no comment to make.  



Since all salary warrants are drawn up and issued 
by the Auditor, the question of their payment will 
not confront the Treasurer until the Auditor has 
taken action. 

Gov. Parks declined to do more than to point to 
the decision of Judge Reed in the former case 
which he apparently considers guiding.  Engineer 
Sommers was inclined to regard the attack on his 
own official status as a joke. 

 
Auditor Cole tells me he want into the Atty. 
General’s office - as he went in Pegues, the 
Empire reporter came out - his empty chair sat in 
front of Rustgards desk, & on the desk - lying 
facing Pegues empty chair was my letter & Coles - 
showing that Pegues had been reading & copying 
both. Cole is mad as March hare - while I am not.  
Rustgard is making friends! 
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-15th - 
I have given much careful consideration to the 
Chap. 118, Sess. L. 1929, creating the office of 
Auditor, etc. also Chap. 97, codifying the School 
Laws & providing for the election of Com. of 
Education, and I am of the opinion that so far as 
these Chapters provide for the election of these 
officers by the Legislature they are unconstitutional 
as in Conflict with the other laws of Congress 
creating the Executive Department in Alaska.   

I have written a statement and Brief for  
Sutherland.  Cash Cole is having his clerk & typist 
copy if for me - and I will forward it on the first boat 
asking Sutherland to secure the passage of a 
curative act validating both these important laws. 
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-16th – 
Finished my statement & brief on the law of 
Chapters 97 - and 118 and will send the whole 
matter - with copies of the laws etc. to Sutherland 
on the boat tonight. 

-17th – 
As usual in the office – quiet. 
Recd. card from Helen & Geo. McGovern 
announcing the birth of Charles Hanson 
McGovern. a baby boy. April 27th.  Must send the 
“tike” a cup or something babylike. 

-18th - 
As usual - quiet about the office. 
The Empire is happy this evening for the Attorney 
General has spread his opinion against my efforts 
to secure information about the Auditors duties all 
over its front 
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page in a political speech.  It is a combination of 
Pegues & Rustgard & John gets publicity etc.  
Anyway it is a satisfaction to know that he has an 
opinion which he can make public even if it is a 
borrowed one - Judge Reed’s. 
 
DAILY ALASKA EMPIRE, SATURDAY, MAY 18, 

Rustgard Riddles Protests  
Of Wickersham on Payment  

of Salaries by Territory 
In an exhaustive opinion rendered yesterday to 

Auditor Cash Cole, Attorney General John 
Rustgard upheld the legality and validity of salaries 
paid from Territorial funds to the Highway 
Engineer, and to the Secretary to the Governor and 
Clerks in the Governor’s office.  In his opinion the 
Auditor and Treasurer have nothing to fear from 
prosecutions for misfeasance and malfeasance in 
office-although he did not use those terms- in 
approving for payment and paying vouchers for 
such services. 

The opinion is an answer to a letter addressed to 
Auditor Cole and Treasurer Walstein G. Smith 
recently by Judge James Wickersham in which it 
was charged that appropriations for the clerical 
staff in the Governor’s office were illegal, and that 
as there was no specific appropriation for that 
purpose no salary could be paid to the Highway 
Engineer. 

Without Foundation 
Attorney General Rustgard’s opinion takes up the 
Wickersham protests in the order they were made, 
deals with them conclusively in seriatim and finds 
them to be wholely without foundation. “Judge 
Wickersham asserts,” said the Attorney General’s 
opinion, “that the three items (citing them) 
appropriated for the Governor’s office are illegal, 
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but he does not state wherein the illegality exists. 
“The appropriation Act of 1929, so far as these 
items are concerned, is identical with the Act of 
1927.  Immediately after that act was passed and 
approved Judge Wickersham instituted 
proceedings in the district court against the 
Treasurer of the Territory to enjoin him from paying 
the appropriation made for the Governor’s office, 
the Secretary’s office and various other 
appropriations, including those here in question.  
As to some of the items the plaintiff was sustained 
by the district court, but the items here in question 
were held by the court to be legal and valid.  The 
suit was then dismissed and a new proceeding 
started solely for the purpose of enjoining the 
payment of the appropriations for the Governor’s 
office,” 
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which suit was later dismissed after the 
appropriations involved had been disbursed. 

Discusses Objections 
The Attorney General then entered into a 

discussion of the Wickersham objections as set 
forth in the 1927 cases.  These were two, first, “that 
the Governor is a federal official discharging 
federal functions and the legislature cannot lawfully 
appropriate funds to operate a federal office, and 
second, that there is no law providing for salaries 
for the Governor’s clerks and appropriation for 
these is therefore improperly included in the 
General Appropriation Act. 

Continuing, he said: “It is to be assumed that 
these were the objections in Judge Wickersham’s 
mind when he made his protest to you that the 
appropriations here in question were illegal and 
should not be paid.”  He points out that “the legal 
problems involved receive a most careful study by 
His Honor Judge T.M. Reed in the first of the 
Wickersham cases, and this learned jurist, after 
discussing at length and eruditely each proposition 
advanced, reached the conclusion that the 
appropriation here in question were legitimate 
though others were not found to be so.” 

He added although he had not been able to 

follow Judge Reed in all his reasoning, “it would not 
seem justifiable by this office in a case of this 
character at this time to hold that he is so clearly in 
error that this office cannot accept the decisions as 
authoritative. 

Legislature Accepted It 
“The questions involved have been argued pro 

and con during a period of several years and has 
agitated the public during several pre-election 
campaigns.  The recent Legislature evidently 
accepted Judge Reed’s ruling as legally correct, 
and unless it appeared clearly that the Legislative 
branch of our Government were in error in doing so 
it would seem presumptuous for this office to say 
they were so obviously mistaken that their decision 
should be disregarded.” 

Saying there was no need for repeating the 
arguments of Judge Reed’s rulings, Mr. Rustgard 
makes a “few reflections” on the same subject 
matter. 

He points out “from the very beginning of our 
moiety of home rule every session of the 
Legislature has insisted upon imposing upon the 
Governor’s office a large number of new duties, 
and no session went farther in this respect that the 
recent one . . . “  some of them may be in conflict 
with Section 11 of the Organic Act, he admits, but 
adds that the “great majority of them are germane 
to the functions of the chief executive and of a 
character that the Legislature believed could 
naturally be best discharged by his office.  Nearly 
all of those duties involve the disbursement of 
territorial funds.  If the Acts imposing those duties 
and appropriating those funds had provided that 
the clerical, postage and telegraphic expenses 
connected with the Governor’s end of the work 
should be paid out of the appropriation the same 
as other incidental expenses connected therewith, 
it is not likely any reasonable objection could be 
interposed. 

System Is Simplified 
“But instead of providing in each act carrying an 

appropriation that the office expenses of the 
administration thereof shall be paid out of the 



appropriation itself, the Legislature has abbreviated 
and simplified the system by making one separate 
appropriation for the office and administrative 
expenses of all such acts.  That this system is 
illegal I am not prepared to say.  Especially will this 
office be loath to pronounce illegal any system 
adopted by the Territory, which has received the 
tacit approval of Congress during the last fifteen 
years . . .  While inaction on the part of Congress 
cannot be construed as approval of a legislative 
violation of an express inhibition, tacitness in the 
face of the assumption 
of a right which is doubtful will be construed as 
consent.” 

He holds there is no such office as Secretary to 
the Governor ands that Congress does not 
appropriate any specific sum for payment to such 
an officer, but does appropriate funds for incidental 
and contingent expenses and clerk hire. 

Can Impose Duties 
There can be no doubt, declared the opinion, that 
the Legislature can impose additional duties on 
Federal officials in the Territory as long as such 
duties are germane to the offices of those officers.  
If 
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they are duties of that class and not in effect new 
offices, the Legislature has the power to impose 
them and that without the express authority 
granted it in the amendment of August 29, 1914 to 
the Organic Act.  In support of this contention Mr. 
Rustgard cited a Montana case coming up before 
the Territorial Supreme Court of that Jurisdiction 
where the same question had been raised, and in 
which the court held that Territories generally were 
empowered by Congress to impose additional 
duties on Federal officers where those duties were 
germane to their respective offices. 

This position, Mr. Rustgard believes, cannot be 
gainsaid, saying:  In absence of any authorities to 
the contrary I am constrained to accept the 
judgment of the Supreme Court of Montana as 
correctly stating the law.  It follows in my opinion 
the appropriations in question (for the Governor’s 

office) are legitimate.” 
No Highway Engineer 

There is no such office as “Highway Engineer,” 
and will not be until March 1, 1931, under the terms 
of the Act recently passed by the Legislature, Mr. 
Rustgard held.  In fact, that law, while in effective 
on August 2, next, cannot by its very terms become 
operative until the election of a Highway Engineer 
at the general election of November, 1930 who 
does not enter upon his duties until the following 
March. 

There is an “engineer” in the employ of the 
Territorial Board of Road Commissioners now 
composed of the Governor, Treasurer and Auditor, 
employed by it under the authority of the general 
road act of 1919 as amended.  By statute enacted 
by the Legislature in 1923 that engineer is also a 
member of the Board. 

No doubt can be entertained as to the right of the 
Board to hire, or if so desired by it, to discharge 
“such engineer,” he said.  This right is in no way 
abridged by the newest act creating the office of 
Highway Engineer since no conflict can exist until 
the latter becomes operative, and “until there is a 
conflict there is no constructive repeal” of the 
provisions of the general act. 

Salary is Valid 
The general act as amended in 1923 empowers 

the Board to employ an engineer who shall be a 
member of the Board at a salary not to exceed 
$5,000 per annum.  Mr. Rustgard points out there 
never has been made any special or separate 
appropriation for that engineer’s salary, traveling 
and incidental expenses.  Even without the 
amendment of 1923, the Board had “full authority 
to employ the servants or agents, and purchase 
the machinery and equipment they needed in 
building roads.” 

Continuing he said: “. . . the Board of Road 
Commissioners may employ as many engineers as 
they find poper and for such a time as they find 
necessary, and may pay these men out of the 
appropriation placed at the disposal of the 
Territorial Board of Road Commissioners. . . .  The 
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fact that one of the engineers, while serving, is 
supervisor and a member of” the Board does not 
change his legal status nor the method for payment 
of salary and expenses.   He has no fixed term of 
office and he has no fixed salary, nor a fixed place 
of residence established by law. 

Approved By Legislature 
The practice of the Board in hiring such an 

engineer and paying his salary and expenses out 
of the general road fund is well established.  Since 
1923 it has been done and “this has not been 
objected to by the Legislature.  On the contrary, 
each Legislature in succession has made the same 
appropriation in the same manner with full 
knowledge of the facts, and the system must be 
considered to have received the approval of the 
lawmakers, and, when all is said, the whole 
problem reduces itself to the question of what was 
the intent of the Legislature.” 

Summing up, Mr. Rustgard said: 
“I am forced to the conclusion that the Territorial 
Board of Road Commissioners have full control 
over the expenditures of the general road 
appropriation, and may order salaries, traveling 
expenses or incidental expenses for engineers or 
others in their employ necessarily connected with 
road work paid out of such appropriation.” 
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-19th – 
Sunday - worked all day in my library numbering 
books, pamphlets, etc. to agree with the numbers 
of the same titles in my Bibliography. 

-20th – 
Am working on case of Martin, Deed on claim for 
accidental death v. Alaska Consolidated 
Canneries.  Have secured compromise, but it must 
go through the Probate Court, to be effectual. 

-21st - 
Same as yesterday in office. 
Bob Hurley, democrat, is out in tonights Empire 
wits a letter denouncing Cash Coles election by the 
Legislature as illegal!  Probably no attention will be 
paid to his attack, though I fear he is correct on the 
law. 
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-22nd – 
John Reck, Pres. 1st Nat. Bank & a member of the 
Ed. of Directors of the Admiralty Island Coal Co. 
tells me he has just received a letter from the 
mines saying that our expert has discovered 4 
other veins of coal as thick as the one we are 
working on.  Two weeks ago - on the 6th - our 
expert met Lerch & others at the mines & he and 
Lerch & the men there have been prospecting & 
preparing a “Report” on the property. No report has 
come yet, except this note to Reck from one of the 
men. 

-23rd - 
I am in trouble over discovering some way to 
handle the question of the rights of the slaves held 
by the Tlingits & Haidas in 1867,when the U.S. 
purchased Alaska, in our proposed suit for the 
Indians 
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to recover the value of their property taken by the 
U.S. without compensation.  The “slaves” were not 
Tlingit or Haida Indians. - Can 
we leave them out safely - or can we include them 
legally? Have written to Paul about it, for it is a 
serious problem. 

-24th - 
Recd. telegram from Charles T. Petterson, attorney 
for Foshay & Co. residence Tacoma, saying: will 
probably require your services at Petersburg and 
Juneau our Company about June tenth will you be 
available answer collect. Charles T. Peterson.” 
I shall, of course, answer in the affirmative. Also 
received copies of agreement with Tlingit & Haida 
Indians, signed by Wm L & Mrs. Frances L. Paul & 
will now prepare same for Indian signatures. 
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-25th - 
Same as usual in the office. 
Lerch is back this morning with Amos Slater, the 
coal expert, and his report is not enthusiastic!  He 
says we do not have but 20 acres of coal on our 
patented 132+ acres, and that coal does not cover 
the 2400+ acres we have under permit from the 
United States; that it will be necessary to fix new 
boundaries to the permit and take in other lands: 



that the coal lies in several basins - separated from 
other basins by dikes - that he and the expert will 
go to work at once to arrange the boundaries of the 
coal carrying areas, - that the situation is not as 
promising as we hoped, etc. 
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& that the whole area is badly broken by faults - 
this all sounds bad to me! and will probably end our 
local enthusiasm!  Lerch also says that it will be 
impossible for our small company to work the mine 
- that is a “big interest project!  He still thinks, 
however, that he and he only, can get a big interest 
to buy and develop the-mines!! 

-26th - 
Sunday - We had Mr. & Mrs. Lerch & Amos Slater, 
coal mining engineer for examination Admiralty Is. 
Coal Co. to dinner tonight. We had a good dinner 
and a pleasant evening visiting & getting 
acquainted. 
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-27th - 
We are informed today that Mike Hudson, while 
pretending to work for the Admiralty Island Coal 
Co. at the Harkrader mines was really spying on us 
& gathering information.  That last week he 
prepared and forwarded to Washington, D.C. 
application for permit on coal lands alongside of 
our permit - including the lands being surveyed by 
the Admiralty Is. Coal Co. surveyors & expert - 
which the Co. intended to take into its boundaries.  
I am now preparing telegraphic application and we 
will send it tonight by telegraph asking for 
amendment our boundaries & asking Hudson 
application be held up until our formal application & 
affidavits are received. 
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-27th – 
(continued) 

Board of Directors of Admiralty Island Coal 
Company had meeting tonight my office with Mr. 
Amos Staley, our boat expert.  He talked frankly 
and freely to us & advised about future plans etc.  
He will write a full report when he gets back to 
Seattle.  Mike Hudson has attempted to locate part 
of the lands we must have - worked for Ad. Is. Coal 
Co. & watched & waited for a chance.  I prepared a 

telegraphic application to change boundaries of our 
permit area - and it was sent on to Washington by 
telegraph tonight.  The effect is to head off the 
Hudson application, etc. Staleys report is much 
better that I expected it would be & is quite 
satisfactory. 
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-28th – 
Same as usual in the office. 

-29th – 
Same as yesterday. 

-30th - 
Decoration Day - sunny & bright.   
I was amused – I recd. letter this week from Mr. 
E.D. Skinner, Seattle canneryman in answer to one 
I wrote to him concerning Dan Sutherland attitude 
on the trap site leasing bill - in which he criticised 
what I said - in the letter to Dan. He did not read it 
right - this morning August Buschman, his brother 
Eagle, and Friele, Supt. Canneries came in to 
explain to me that Mr. Skinner had not understood 
when he criticised & now acknowledged that he 
was wrong, etc. 
I am glad he saw it, - for it wont 
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be necessary to say anything more!  In my letter to 
Mr. Skinner I told him my judgment was that the 
rule against traps - on “abandonment” between 
seasons was incorrect & ought to be tested by his 
company etc. that cases, 5 Alaska 538, and 6 
Alaska 277, are too broad and the rule established 
is not unusual.  I advised him to bring a suit to test 
it, etc. 

I also prepared our application for the Admiralty  
Island Coal Co. to correct and amend the 
boundaries of their coal lands. 

-31st - 
Finished up the Application to amend the 
description of lands in the U.S. Permit to prospect 
Ad. Is. Coal Co. lands on Admiralty Island.  Mr. 
Slater, 
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engineer and expert coal man goes home to 
Seattle tonight.  His examination & report is very 
satisfactory & will tend to put us on a sane basis for 
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we now know the limitations of the coal areas 
surrounding the Harkrader Coal Claim & our mines.  
It is not a bad situation though not as good as I 
hoped for. 

-June 1st – 
As usual in the office. 

-June 2nd - 
Spent the day in writing an article for the 4th of July 
Editions of the Ketchikan Chronicle on the activities 
of Thos. G. Murphy, at Sitka, in 1867 - 8, in 
organizing government, & issuing the Alaska 
Times. 1st newspaper, etc. 
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-June 3rd – 
Busy in office.  Van Orsdel, for the Foshay Co. in 
purchasing public utilities is here & I am interested 
in whether I am to assist in negotiating for 
purchases of electric light & power plants, etc. 

-4th - 
About a year ago I met a rather poorly dressed 
young man in the hall opposite my office door 
looking for work.  On talking to him I found that he 
had been admitted to the bar as a lawyer in Texas, 
etc. so I employed him at $75. per month as clerk 
in my office.  He is now clerk in the Auditors office 
at a salary of $175.00 per month & is ex officio Ter. 
Auditor! 
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-5th – 
We had a dinner last night at home for Mr. John P. 
Van Orsdel, engineer here in the interest of Foshay 
& Co in purchasing public utilities - the water, 
electric light & Cold Storage plants:  Present Mr. & 
Mrs. W.G. Smith & Mr. & Mrs. Harland, Mr. Van 
Orsdel & ourselves.  It was a real home dinner & 
we men enjoyed looking at my Alaska books - so 
did the ladies later on. 

-6th - 
Same as usual - busy in office. 
Am writing to Wm Hopping etc. trying to arrange for 
Nan and Harry to secure life support in a Home, 
with their own property - sent Darrell a copy - for he 
is getting excised about my supporting them at my 
own expense while they have property. 
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-7th - 
Same as usual in office.  I am preparing a 
communication - statement of conditions & law in 
relation to W.B. Foshay Co. creating an extension 
of its American corporation providing for a shipping 
business at Ketchikan, so as to include an 
organization with the Canadian National Railway at 
Prince Rupert whereby freight coming to that 
terminal from Eastern U.S. may be carried on 
through rates into Alaska.  Intend to send it through 
Chas. T. Peterson, Atty. Tacoma, to the Foshay Co 
hoping to induce - or encourage that Co. to extend 
to Alaska the benefits of this through business to 
the merchants of Alaska. 
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-8th – 
Same as yesterday in the office. 

-9th – 
Sunday.  Recd. letter from Peterson asking me to 
take charge of Petersburg Utility project, & make 
arrangements for submitting Foshay proposition to 
purchase Petersburg Light , Water & Power to a 
vote of the people of that town.  Also letter from 
Sutherland about trap site bill - he declines to 
introduce the bill - but is not inclined to serious 
opposition! 

11th  12th  13th  
Working on opinion in Petersburg Electric Light & 
Power sale to Foshay Co. letter to Peterson, atty. 
Tacoma Wash. 
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-13th – 
Grace giving luncheon etc. to Goldstein friends. 
In office as usual, working on opinion for W.B. 
Foshay - Petersburg utilities. 
Sent telegram Gustafson, Fairbanks, extending 
option to sell quartz claims. 6 mo. on consideration 
that his Co. do this years assessment work. 

-14- 
Working on Petersburg opinion - am forced to 
conclude that that town has no power to sell its 
electric Light & Power plants to Foshay Co. and will 
give that opinion. 

We are to have Mr. & Mrs. Roy G. Lyle and his  
wife, Mrs. Maloney & Mr. Ragan. Mr. Lyles 
assistant, to dinner with us this evening. 
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-15- 
Concluded work on my opinion for the Foshay Co. 
letter to Charles T. Peterson, Atty. Tacoma, Wash, 
advising that the town of Petersburg had no power 
or authority to sell its light & power plant! & asking 
for instructions. 

Fred Rhind called: He tells me that he assisted in 
cutting the lines & setting the corners, etc. on the 
survey of Juneau - he is a relative of Garside, the 
surveyor who did the surveying.  

I knew Fred in Fairbanks - 20 years ago, & 
greatly enjoy his call. 

-16th – 
Sunday at home - in library. 

-17th - 
Same as usual in the office. 
Sent Paul bound copies of our agreement with the 
Indians for Signatures. 
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-17th – 
Recd. telegram from Sutherland asking me to 
telegraph him the names of the cannery 
corporations represented by Faulkner, as agent or 
attorney: Sent it from files of Secretary (auditors) 
office. 

-18th – 
Sent letter to E.D. Skinner, Seattle, about trap site 
bill, and also copy of Sutherlands letter to me 
giving his reasons for not supporting the bill: asked 
him to keep it confidential, although Sutherland 
sent me a copy for that purpose. 

-19th - 
Hear that Foshay Co. has purchased the Goldstein 
Building!  You can hear most anything - Van Orsdel 
says it is just a rumor – nothing. 
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-20- 
The printed Record from the U.S. Ct. Court of 
Appeals, in the case against Wm L. Paul, came 
today, and I am prepared to begin writing the Brief.  
It is to be an interesting case - if we can only stay 
in court - the U.S. Atty. will 
move to dismiss the appeal, and that matter is in 
grave doubt.! 

-21st – 
The “Capital-to-Capital” - Olympia to Juneau - boat 

race came to an end today - the boats arrived in 
Juneau in a bunch!   
Working on Paul brief. 

-22.- 
Evidently Peterson, Foshay Attorney, Tacoma, 
concedes that my opinion is correct, for he has 
telegraphed Van Orsdel, their buyer, to 
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go to Petersburg & take an option based on 
passage of Congress of an Act empowering the 
town to sell!  Van Orsdel gave me copy of telegram 
& asked me to go to Petersburg and assist in 
arranging the matter on first boat after Monday. 
I am working today on Pauls case. 

-23d – 
Sunday - In the library all day. 
Also working on Pauls brief - there. 

-24th - 
Consultation with Van Orsdel about the Foshay 
matters and the necessity for going to Petersburg 
to arrange for an option etc. as soon as Congress 
can be persuaded to authorize the town to sell the 
electric Light & power plants. 

Diary 39, 1929 
June 25-26 

-25th – 
Having trouble to get to Petersburg.  No boat till the 
last of the week and Van Orsdel suggests that we 
go on an airplane, but I hesitate to do that - its 
something new and I do not care to trust one! 
Van Orsdel thinks it safe and I think I will be brave 
and go!  In the meantime I am working on Pauls 
case. 

-26th - 
Grace and I have been married one year today.  
She is a good wife, agreeable, active, a persistent 
worker, a good housekeeper & cook - and I am 
very happy and comfortable.   
I will go to Petersburg tomorrow morning with Van 
Orsdel, the 

Diary 39, 1929 
June 26-29 

26 
buyer of Public utilities for W.B. Foshay Co. to try 
and cure up the lack of authority in the town 
officials to sell the town electric light & power plant 
to the Foshay Co.  We will go by air-plane - a new 
experience for me. 
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-27th – 
The aeroplane did not come this morning & this 
evening I am at home hoping it wont! 
Working on Pauls Brief! 

-28. 
On Rogers to Petersburg at 5 p.m. 

-29th - 
At Petersburg this morning: Met Van Orsdel, 
Faulkner, Mayor and City Council.  Drew franchise 
for Light, Power, & Water for Foshay Co. 

Diary 39, 1929 
June 29-30 

29 
Council agreed on franchise without much trouble - 
but much outside opposition.  We all went to hear 
the Westminster Soprano boys - it was excellent 
music & enjoyable. 

-Sunday – 30th - 
Worked all day with Van Orsdel arranging 
agreement with Mayor & Council about sale of 
Electric Light & Power plant & water to Foshay & 
Co.  Preparing letter in connection with Van Orsdel, 
for his signature accepting offer of city to sell &, 
conditioned upon securing power from Congress.  
Finished & Faulkner - city representative - and I left 
for Juneau at 8 p.m. on the SS. Queen. everything 
agreed on. 

Diary 39, 1929 
July 1-2 

July 1, 1929 
We arrived at Juneau 8:30 a.m.  Grace was at the 
dock waiting for me. - the home looked very good 
to me. 

-2- 
Same as usual in the office.  I am preparing a 
complaint in the case of Ames v Ames, for divorce.  
My client married Marie - a French woman 8 years 
his senior at Bordeaux, while he was a soldier in 
the U.S. Army - later he got acquainted with her - 
and ran away to Alaska.  She stayed with his father 
& mother & got all their property - about $10,000. in 
value & - & now wants my clients property, also!  
Am paying my monthly accounts today - and 
groaning over the way they increase - though 
Grace is careful & a good housekeeper. 

Diary 39, 1929 
July 3 

-3rd - 
I was greatly pleased this morning to receive the 
following letter from Wm. B. Foshay, Minneapolis, 

Minn. who is making so many large investments in 
Alaska - in the way of public utilities, etc.  This in 
answer to my letter of June 11th: 

“W.B. Foshay Co. 
-incorporated- 
Foshay Tower 
Minneapolis, June 25, 1929. 

Mr. James Wickersham, Juneau, Alaska 
Dear Mr. Wickersham:  Your letter of June 11, 
forwarded on June 
18 to me by Charles T. Peterson, reached her just 
Friday. 
Over the weekend, I have had a little time to give 
this the deep thought and attention it deserves, as 
you have but us into thinking.  Are we correct in 
assuming that we can build a boat or take one of 
our present 

Diary 39, 1929 
July 3 

3 
boats and operate it from Prince Rupert to Alaska 
points with through freight made jointly with the 
Canadian National Railway without chance of any 
legal entanglements?  If this is the correct 
conclusion that we draw from your letter, have you 
any idea of the volume of freight that might 
possibly be obtained? 

Am taking up this matter with our various execu-
tives who would be interested in this situation, and 
you will hear from us again at an early date.  In the 
meantime we would be pleased to hear from you in 
reference to the above questions. 

Sincerely 
William B. Foshay 

President 
Diary 39, 1929 
July 3 

-July 3rd continued - 
Mr. Ernest Walker Sawyer, Executive Assistant to 
the Secretary of the Interior called & I had a very 
friendly talk with him - about Fairbanks,. resources 
- timber etc. but before he left I took up the subject 
of the appointment of a Governor.  I told him that 
Gov. Parks was a good man, honest, etc. but not of 
the kind that ought to be Governor of Alaska.  That 
it was of more importance to give us a man like 
Taft-Wood-Stimson - a big man competent to do 
big things in the development of Alaska!  I asked 



him not to appoint an Alaskan - but a successful 
business man from the –East - who could rise 
above the better things political & assist in 
organizing the development of the great resources 
of Alaska.  He took the suggestion kindly - but non-
committally!! 

Diary 39, 1929 
July 4-6 

4th of July- 
Got off my answer to Mr. W.B. Foshay about 
steamship line from Prince Rupert, B.C. to Alaskan 
ports.  Sent him some data on extent of imports & 
exports & etc.  Remained at home most of the day.  
Mrs. John B. Maloney to dinner. 

-5th – 
Same as usual in the office. 

-6th - 
Am writing a letter t o Sutherland in reply to one 
from him asking me to assist him in opposing the 
nomination of hart, for U.S. Dist. Atty. at Nome.  I 
am telling him the reasons why I will not do it - 
among them that this Administration – Hoovers - is 
not friendly to him & will appoint his enemies 
anyway.  So let them do it and appoint the worst 
possible. 

Diary 39, 1929 
July 7-9 

-7th – 
Sunday - at home in library. 

-8th – 
Catching up with office correspondence. 

-9th - 
Working again on the Paul Contempt case. 
Meeting of Admiralty Is. Coal Company officers - 
with miners here from mine.  Foreman is having 
trouble with the men, & wants to quit.  We offered 
Jenk Williams the job & will settle matters tomor-
row.  John Reck, president First Nat. Bank is 
managing matters & I am standing by him - we 
hear nothing from Lerch, Sec. who is in Seattle & 
S.F. attempting to finance the project. but I fear he 
is not succeeding - it is a valuable property. 

Diary 39, 1929 
July 10-11 

-10- 
Learned that the miners for the Admiralty Co. will 
not go back to work because the Co. is behind in 
their wages - they will file liens as security and quit.  
I fear this may close the mine, though Reck says 
he will keep a watchman there & the mine free of 

water so work may be resumed at any moment.  
Letter from Lerch - but nothing has been done yet 
toward leasing or selling. 

-11th - 
Wrote to Darrell - also for book by Voltaire.  Life of 
Peter the Great. 
Working on the Paul Brief.  We go to dinner this 
evening with Mrs. John Maloney.  She and Grace 
went to the theater. 

Diary 39, 1929 
July 12-15 

-12th – 
Business correspondence - and at work on Paul’s 
long brief! 

-13- 
Same as yesterday. 

-14th – 
Sunday - cleaned the flower beds of weeds and 
gathered a large pan of strawberries from our own 
vines.  I am getting deeply interested in the law of 
contempt as applied in the Paul Contempt Case. 

-15- 
We buried Fred Harrison, former U.S. Dist. Atty. 
from Nome here today. 
He died here while enroute to the Pioneers Home. 
he was 
given a respectable funeral - the Nome bar Assoc. 
sent flowers. 

Diary 39, 1929 
July 16-19 

-16th – 
Finished preparation of my brief in U.S. v William L. 
Paul, - for Paul, and I feel that I have presented it 
fairly and I hope successfully.  Have sent the copy 
to Paul to be typed - at Ketchikan.  It is a 
remarkable case of arbitrary power - run mad! 

-17th – 
Same as usual in office.  I am again reading 
McCauleys Hist. of England. Grace has completed 
reading to me, The Royal Road to Romance, by 
Haliburton - we enjoyed it very much. 

-18th – 
Same as usual in the office – busy. 

-19th - 
Busy with bringing the Matheson cases 

Diary 39, 1929 
July 19-20 

19 
up to date - they have been postponed by the 
failure of Judge Reed to try them awaiting 
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Hellenthals effort to get the Probate Judge at 
Wrangell to find in his favor.  I am now determined 
to press them & get an end to the long drawn out 
litigation. 

-20th - 
Same as usual in office.  Also writing letters - one 
to the Russian Chief Librarian & asking him to 
hand my letter offering to buy Russian books 
concerning Alaska to some good book sellers etc.  
Another to the Librarian of the University of Uppala, 
Sweden, who wrote for a copy of my Bibliography: 
in reply I am asking him for some data about 
Catherine I, the wife of Peter the Great: Also letters 
to 

Diary 39, 1929 
July 20-21 

20 
Rev. Edward Masden, Metlakatla, about 
Tsimpsean blanket making, to Rev. Sam C. Davis, 
Kasaan, about Haida blanket making & to Mrs. 
Lillie Paul. Lamaree (Wm L. Paul’s mother) about 
the Tlingit blanket making, etc. 

-21st - 
Sunday:  In last nights mail I received another letter 
from Mr. W.B. Foshay, about the transportation 
project, as follows: 

Minneapolis, July 13, 1929 
Mr. James Wickersham Juneau, Alaska. 
Dear Mr. Wickersham your letter of July 3rd 
received, and I am sending copies of this to my 
associates, all of whom are giving your 
suggestions serious consideration.  Some 
vacations are interfering with the consideration of 
this matter, but as soon as the opportunity 

Diary 39, 1929 
July 21-22 

21 
presents itself we will exchange our ideas and 
arrive at some conclusion in the matter, and then 
you will hear from me.  With kindest personal 
regards,  Sincerely, Wilbur B. Foshay, President. 
Also recd. letters from Mr. E.D. Skinner, and 
Darrell.  Nothing of importance. 
Grace & I will go out to Auk Bay this evening with 
Dr. Dawes & Mrs. Dawes & take dinner with Mr. & 
Mrs. Post - a most excellent dinner. 

-22nd - 
More papers, etc. from Peterson, Atty. for Foshay. 

about Petersburg Public Utilities. repudiating Van 
Orsdales contract in their name - & submitting new 
contract.  Evidently Van 0. was straining on the 
leash. 

x     x     x 
Diary 39, 1929 
July 23-26 

-23d – 
Same as usual in the office. 

-24th – 
After much telegraphing & writing letters - just in 
receipt of telegram from Chas. T. Peterson, Atty. 
for Foshay Co. saying he is coming north within a 
week & not to do anything in Petersburg Cold 
Storage plant purchase 
until he arrives here.  I am glad he is coming it may 
enable me to get a better knowledge of what the 
Co. intends to do & when & why - and if I am go be 
a party to it, etc. 

-25th – 
Giving the Paul Brief the final “once over.” 

-26th - 
Same as usual in the office. 

Diary 39, 1929 
July 27-29 

-27th – 
Motions in case put over until next Thursday. 
Rainy - but warm. 
I am now commencing the work of preparing cards 
- a card index - for the outline of a Hist. of Alaska. 

-28th – 
Sunday - nothing unusual. 

-29th - 
We were greatly shocked this afternoon to hear 
that Gov. J.F. A. Strong had suddenly passed 
away in Seattle.  We sent Mrs. Strong this 
telegram: 
“We have just heard of your great loss and send 
you our sincerest sympathy stop Governor Strong 
was one of the finest characters that ever came to 
Alaska.  A good Citizen, a great executive 

Diary 39, 1929 
July 29- 
August 3 

29 
and a lovable old sourdough stop All Alaska 
mourns with you for we have lost a friend whom we 
loved. 

James & Grace Wickersham” 
-30-31- 

Ruth Coffin, Graces niece came to visit. 



Same as usual in office. 
Argued demurrer in Matheson matter. 

August 1-2nd 
Court overruled my demurrers etc.  Same as usual. 

-3rd – 
Motions in Matheson matter overruled - case set 
for trial Monday.  Dinner tonight. Prof. Phil Smith, 
U.S. Geol. & Mr. Sargent of same dept. Mr. & Mrs. 
B.D. Stewart - & Ruth at our dinner. 
We then went to the Governor’s Reception to four 
members of Congress - members of the Com. of 
Agriculture.  House - slow but pleasant at that. 

 [inside back cover – photograph of an earlier 
James Wickersham] 

Diary 39, 1929 
August 4 

-Aug. 4th - Sunday 
Mr. Charles T. Peterson, of Tacoma, & his 
daughter around on the boat early this morning.  
We went out with them to Mendenhall glacier & 
along the Eagle River road.  Peterson & I had a 
long talk in my office. Foshay matters.  He brought 
my bill for June services back - he thought my 
charges were too small & raised them $200.00  Told 
me I was expected to do such work here as they 
had to do, etc.  We had dinner with them at the 
Arcade Restaurant & then Grace took Mifs 
Peterson & Ruth to the movie picture show. 
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Diary 39, 1929 
August 5 

-5th - 
Peterson in the office - conference with Faulkner & 
they agreed on remodeled (?) contract between the 
town of Petersburg & the Foshay Co. former 
contract made by Van Orsdel set aside upon the 
ground that V.O. had no power or authority to 
conclude same - & the new one made generally on 
the same terms.  “Polly” Peterson. C.T. P’s 
daughter - at our house & C.T.P. had dinner with 
us this evening.  Conference about Foshay matters 
- & general instructions to me. 

Trial of Estate of J. Matheson - due before Judge 
Harding.  Roden for Admixt. Hellenthal for National 
Surety Co & I for the minor heirs. 
Peterson & daughter bid us goodbye. 

Diary 39, 1929 
August 6 

-6th - 
Trial in Matheson Est. concluded. 
Harding decides the case against the minor heirs - 
we cannot appeal.  I am greatly dissatisfied - but 
cannot change the result, & must make the best 
settlement I can - & let it go. 
Yesterday I called C.T. Petersons attention to the 
Admiralty Island Coal Co’s property & secured his 
interest - he read the Slater Report, & also talked 
with John Reck - to whom I introduced him & 
arranged conference between them. 
Chamber of Commerce. or Ex. Com. will today 
consider the proposition of assisting the Ad. Is. 
Coal Co. - Com. of Ad. Is. Coal Co. stockholders 
are to present the matter & ask for subscriptions to 
stock etc. 

Diary 39, 1929 
August 7-8 

-7th – 
Prepared & served & filed a motion to require the 
Am. Final Act. in the Matheson case to be set & 
tried on the issues raised by Answer - Exceptions 
& Objections filed in the Probate Court by the 
Guardian for the minor heirs - the only defense 
they can make is that we did not appeal, but I think 
the appeal of the National Surety Co. presents the 
whole case. 

-8th - 
U.S. Atty. served motion to dismiss Appeal in the 
Paul case, now on appeal to the Ct. Court of 
Appeals, San Francisco.  This is the crucial point in 

the case, though I think the Motion cannot prevail.  
Sent Paul copy. 

Diary 39, 1929 
August 9-10 

-9th – 
Am preparing Motion to compel the Admixt. and 
Surety in Matheson Case to try the case on 
testimony in support of the Amended Final Account 
- & another Motion for Judgment on the Pleadings 
if they do not do so.  Its a mean case - long drawn 
out. 

-10th - 
Concluded index & title page of the Brief in the 
case of Paul, on appeal to U.S. Circuit Court of 
Appeals.  Contempt. 
Ruth - Graces nice, on excursion on the “Gannet,” 
to Taku Glacier etc. 
The girls are giving a party tonight at our house - 
and will go out to Auk lake & the beach later - for 
midnight lunch - I do not attend any of the 
festivities. 

Diary 39, 1929 
August 11-12 

-11th – 
Grace had a nice party last night.  I enjoyed 
meeting the people, and the music, but I did not go 
out to the Barrager cabin on the Auk Bay Beach - 
where they went for midnight lunch & dancing. 
Four automobiles carried 20 of them out - about 11 
oc. when they got back I was asleep. 

-12th - 
Argued motion in Matheson Est. before Judge 
Harding - did not convince him! 

Final reading & correction of Paul Brief in 
Contempt Case. 
Sent copy with letter of instructions to Paul. 
Taku miners in - have located some wild cat claims 
at mouth of Tulsequah - 2 1/2 miles up from Taku.  
I get an interest. 

Diary 39, 1929 
August 13 

-13th – 
Chick Ashby, Charlie Erickson & J.E. Kelley - 
located the “Vista,” “Little Bob” and “James” Lode 
mining claims at Tulsequah. 2 1/2 miles up that 
stream from the Taku. -I grubstaked Ashby & I get 
one third of his interest. 1/9 in the 3 claims.  
Agreement in writing signed & witnessed today. 
Location notices filed.  I paid for 1. $3.50. 



Also the boys located four claims up the Crow?? 
Creek, on the Anklin,  

an upper tributary of the Taku - & will come in 
tomorrow & fix papers for them.  I get a claim there 
- the “Anklin” 

Rock from adjoining claim on the Tulsequah - to  
the “Vista,” “Little Bob,” and “James” assayed 
$65.00 to the ton. 

Diary 39, 1929 
August 14-15 

-14th – 
Nan has broke out again.  Just received - collect 
$2.08, telegram demanding $2558.40!! 

Made agreement with eight other owners of  
Tulsequah river claims to pool them - 9 claims - on 
an agreed division -9 claims recorded today 
including my claim. – “Inklen” 

-15th - 
Judge Harding ruled against me in the Matheson 
case -& I will appeal –if the appeal looks good on 
further examination.  My friend Sargent, geologist, 
& the “Gannett” officers give a dinner tonight - 
Grace & I are invited - & will attend. 

Diary 39, 1929 
August 16-17 

-16- 
The dinner last night was enjoyable. Probably 
50 persons. ladies & gentlemen were gathered on 
the “Gannetts” barge - & the dinner was good, the 
company better and the pictures brought down 
from the aeroplanes - of mountains, lakes, forests, 
roads, towns etc. interesting. 
Busy in the office. 

-17th - 
Same as usual in the office. 
The Board of Directors of the Admiralty Is. Coal 
Co. had a meeting in my office this evening - 
present Gallwas, Pres. Lerch, Reck & I.  Tom 
George did not attend.  Henry Roden was also 
present.  Nothing accomplished except that Reck & 
Lerch quarreled - things in bad shape & it looks as 
if the project is a failure - for want of intelligence & 
business management. 

Diary 39, 1929 
August 18 

-18th - 
Ruth Coffin.  Grace’s niece is having a gay time 
with us for the month of Aug.  She will go home 
soon to begin to teach as musical director in 
Washington schools.  She graduated from 

University of Washington in June - is a bright, 
intelligent girl & we love her very much.  Grace 
gave her this journey to Alaska - & she is enjoying 
it. 

I am just in receipt of a copy of an enlarged 
photograph of Leutze’s painting of the “Signing of 
the Treaty for the Purchase of Alaska,” from Hon. 
Dan Sutherland, Delegate.  It seems the original 
painting has been lost & this is a photographic 
copy of a lithograph copy.  4 times enlarged of 
another photograph of the painting. 
I will hang it in my Library. 

Diary 39, 1929 
August 19-20 

-19- 
We are just waiting for Lerch to get through 
“grouching” & threatening to sue the Admiralty 
Island Coal Co. - we may then be able to do 
something toward reorganizing.  Reck thinks he 
may take $200 or $300, and quit after the 21st 
when his note at the bank comes due & his stock is 
taken over by the Bank. 

-20th - 
Barrett Willoughby - Alaska writer passed today - 
stopped off the Yukon for 4 hours: met her at wharf 
– took her & Mrs. Maloney to my library, where she 
spent 2 hours, etc.  She seemed pleased - is on 
her way to Fairbanks to write an article on Aviation 
& Aviators in Alaska. 

Diary 39, 1929 
August 21-24 

-21st – 
As usual in the office. 

-22nd – 
Ruth - Grace’s niece - is very much excited - 
packing to go home today on the SS. “Alameda.”  
She has been with us three weeks & has enjoyed 
her visit very much & we have enjoyed it too.  She 
goes home to teach school. 
Recd. copy of Judge Hills Opinion - against my 
client - in Goldstein v. Pond. decided Aug. 19th. 

-23rd - 
Same as usual in the office. 

-August 24th, 1929 – 
My 72 Birthday: I am well and strong - and work 
every day in the office and in my home library 
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Diary 39, 1929 
August 24 

Aug. 24th continued 
My client Pond has asked me to appeal the case of 
Goldstein v Pond to the U.S. Circuit Court of 
Appeals. 
 
[birthday greeting card] 

Birthday Greetings 
to the  

Organic Act and  
Its Author. 
1912-1929 

“Let me write the  
laws of a nation 

and you can have  
its gold.” 

 
I was both surprised and pleased to find on my 
dinner table this evening a beautiful birthday case 
from our friends the Hermans, with the above card 
- the Organic Act of Aug. 24, 1912 was signed by 
President Taft on my birthday 1912.  Hence the 
double birthday cake! 

Diary 39, 1929 
August 25 

-25th – 
My client A.L - or L.A. Olts & I had a long 
conference this day (Sunday) in my office in regard 
to our interests in the Admiralty Island Asbestos 
mines - on Bear Creek.  It seems that DeRoux, the 
locator sold Olts a large interest in the claims & 
made a deed to him which was recorded, etc. that 
he has also sold the claims to one Sheidley, of 
Kansas City.  I tried to get Sheidley - who is in 
Juneau - to meet Olts so we might talk the matter 
over with a view of compromising the matters & 
adjusting same so that no one might lose & so we 
could also add other claims & finance the project, 
but Sheidley & his attorney, R.I. Robertson refuse 
to meet us - well, let them worry! 

Diary 39, 1929 
August 26-27 

-26- 
Hellenthal served findings of Fact Conclusions of 
Law & Decree, proposed. 
I think Pond will appeal case of Goldstein V Pond, 
Winter & Pond, etc. 
Working on case today! 

-27th - 

Getting Goldstein v Pond in shape for Appeal.  
Pond has determined to appeal the case.  I am just 
now deep in the Asbestos mine.  Have had 
conference today with Mr. Sheidley, Mr. Crooks & 
R.E. Robertson their attorney about compromise 
over the Olts interest in the Asbestos Mine on 
Admiralty Island.  I will look into the matter carefully 
with them & attempt to secure fair interest for Olts 
in Settlement. 

Diary 39, 1929 
August 28 

-28- 
Conference with Sheidley, Crooks & Robertson in 
the DeRoux asbestos mines.  I am to telegraph 
Olts tonight suggesting basis of settlement or 
compromise with DeRoux & make proposition to 
Sheidley tomorrow. 
Sent night letter to Olts asking to come to Juneau 
at once.  We have a decidedly better position as to 
title of the asbestos mines than the Sheidley 
people, but he is a good man - a wealthy man - 
one who can do the Co. great good & I am anxious 
to keep him in the Co. so he can get the money to 
put the mines at work etc. 
De Roux has defrauded him badly & ought to be 
punished for it. 

Diary 39, 1929 
August 29-31 

-29th – 
As usual in the office. 

-30th – 
I cannot hear from Olts - but in the meantime I 
have prepared a written proposal to be submitted 
to Sheidley & DeRoux & their friends for a 
reorganization of the Asbestos project. 
The Admiralty Is. Coal Co. directors held a meeting 
- Lerch resigned, etc. and I sincerely hope we are 
through with him.  I am reserving rooms on the 
boats for Sept. 5th to go to Seattle. 
I am pretty busy in the office. 

-31st - 
Olts is here on Asbestos Co. matters.  Agrees with 
me on our proposal to reorganize the Co. and will 

Diary 39, 1929 
August 31- 
September 2 

31 
submit our proposal as soon as he can fully 
understand it. 

Sunday, Sept. 1. 
Olts & I went out riding with Lockie McKinnon - to 



Eagle River & on all the roads in that direction - the 
Glacier, etc.  Olts had dinner with us.  Mrs. 
Maloney present. 

-2nd - 
Olts & I signed a proposal dated Aug. 31st 1929, & 
gave copies today to Sheidley, Crooks & Atty. 
Robertson offering to accept 425 shares of the 
Asbestos - Alaska Asbestos, Inc. out of 4000 
shares for our interest in our deed etc. dated Oct. 
31, 1927, as a compromise & reorganization of the 
Company etc.  See Proposal 

Diary 39, 1929 
September 3 

-3rd - 
Sheidley, Crooks, Robertson met Olts & me in my 
office & presented their counter proposal - which 
on our subsequent examination has proved 
unsatisfactory & tonight we have answered by 
writing declining to accept it.  & offering in addition 
to our former offer to accept $10,000 for our 
interest under the deed we recd. from Olts of Oct. 
31, 1927, & we will deliver our letter in the morning. 
Jimmie Fox, Douglas Indian, came to see me & 
told me that he staked the  - ora - rich sulphide 
body of quartz on the Tulsequah - where Eaton or 
the Alaska Juneau Mining Co has 

Diary 39, 1929 
September 3 

3 
recently purchased a great body of such property - 
He is not sure if it is the same body - but said his 
father was going up tomorrow to “look-see”, & 
would come back & let us know - if not Jimmie will 
go up & stake it - when I come back from Seattle.  
He also told me of placer ground on Ad. Is & will go 
there in a day or two & I am to grub stake him etc. 
Olts is also going to secure an option & agreement 
on Dolomi quartz Claims & stake surrounding 
claims - across lake, & we are to be in on same 
equally.  This may seem like crazy - but they may 
be sensible too. 

Diary 39, 1929 
September 4 

-4th - 
We have been unable to secure an agreement with 
Sheidley about the asbestos mines owing to the 
technical & slippery methods of their attorney.  If he 
was not in the way we could get a settlement 
without trouble, but he is in the way  - so we do not 
get it.  We have written a letter to them extending 

our first proposal of settlement to Dec. 1st & will let 
it sand there. 
We have our trunks packed - our bills paid - our 
tickets on the SS. Alaska & will go to Seattle 
tonight.  Grace & I. 
Later. Olts & I wrote a letter to the Alaska Asbestos 
Co. Sheidley, et al. accepting their proposals to sell 
our interest & take 425 shares of Stock. 

Diary 39, 1929 
September 5-6 

-5th – 
Left Juneau on S.S. Alaska. rounded Cape 
Decision, Shakan & Wrangell 

-6th - 
Ketchikan for 4 hours today.  Saw Duggan - sour & 
insurgelet[?] Hunts were on the jury - did not see 
either of them.  Long talk with Mr. & Mrs. Wm L. 
Paul.  Brief in Paul Contempt Case will be printed 
first of next week - will send me copy to Hotel Frye, 
Seattle.  Paul has a letter from Sutherland saying 
he may not wish to be a candidate for reelection to 
Congress.  Paul is of opinion he cannot be elected 
anyway & urges 
me to consider becoming a candidate.  Says he will 
write to 
Sutherland saying he cannot be reelected & 
suggesting me in his place. 

Diary 39, 1929 
September 6 

6 
I frankly told him I would not be a candidate against 
Dan. and did not consent to become a candidate 
even if Dan requested me to be.  Paul is very bitter 
against Rustgard as a candidate and declares he 
will not support him even if nominated.  He gave 
me Dan’s letter to take to Will Steel - for 
information.  Paul suggested also, that if Will Steel 
does not return to Alaska soon & enter into a 
candidacy for Ter. Senator - he must not run & in 
that event he will support Henry Roden for that 
place.  Henry & Paul have reread & corrected my 
Brief in the Paul Contempt Case. Called on 
McClain but he was not in his office. 

Diary 39, 1929 
September 7-10 

-7th - 8th  
Queen Charlotte St. - in a fog. anchored, for 17 
hours. 

-9th – 
Arrived Seattle at 8 a.m. went to Frye Hotel.  
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Darrell & Jane here. Arrived last evening. 
-10th - 

Saw Dr Nelson with Darrell 
Dr. made a careful examination & says I will not 
need the operation for months - maybe a year, all 
of which relieved me very much. 
Ordered suit of clothes. Light gray.  We are 
preparing to go to Tacoma tomorrow - en route to 
Grays Harbor. 
Out to see our lots etc. 

Diary 39, 1929 
September 11 

-11th - 
Left Frye Hotel this morning with Darrell & Jane, & 
Grace, in Darrells new Automobile – Packard - 
came over the great new highway from Seattle to 
Tacoma.  We stopped at Graces old home place & 
visited with Mrs. Miles & Peggy half an hour - they 
had some friends there also - when we came near 
Tacoma we went out on the Puyallup road to our 
Dairy farm - looked it over & then to Tacoma.  
Stopped at the Winthrop Hotel - After lunch we 
drove out to Point Defiance Park.  We also 
inspected our house 230 C. St.  Long talk with 
Hopping & Winden about Nan.  They will assist me 
in getting a sale of her Buckley land & a life place 
in the Old Ladies Home 

Diary 39, 1929 
September 12 

-12th - 
Interview in this mornings Tacoma Ledger. 
We spent the night at the “Winthrop Hotel,” 
Tacoma, & left there in the morning for a visit to 
Mrs. Sarah WcM. Patton at Hoquiam.  My cold is 
growing worse.  Stopped for an hour at Olympia 
and had a good visit with Uncle Jont Crouch, who 
is now 86 years old but in good health - happy & 
strong.  Iva & her husband. Geo. Zeren were there 
& I delivered to Iva a gold pin with coral ornament 
which was left for her specially by Debbie. 
We also saw “Jimmy” Sauls, & family - our old 
Juneau friends. 
The road from Seattle via Tacoma and Olympia to 
Hoquiam is a well paved concrete highway- very 
different from the mud roads of former days. 

Diary 39, 1929 
September 13 

-13th - 
I had a real chill yesterday after leaving Olympia. 
and a fever & they - Darrell & Jane & Grace - 

called a doctor - but it was a part of my heavy cold!  
In spite of this I insisted on continuing our trip.  
Mrs. Patton joined us and this morning we went 
from Hoquiam to the Quinault Lake - where we had 
lunch, and then on over the new road to the Quuts 
River - roads good but not paved.  Back to 
Hoquiam for the night.  Spent the evening in Mrs. 
Pattons library - she has a good many interesting 
old Oregon (Wash) books - and is herself a piece 
of N.W. History.  We greatly enjoyed our visit to her 
home. 

Diary 39, 1929 
September 14 

-14th - 
After calling on Mrs. P. & thanking her for 
entertaining us, & a nice visit to Quinault & the 
Quuts we left for Seattle - through Olympia & 
Tacoma without stopping - rested a while at the 
Frye Hotel & then we went on to see Harold at 
Enumclaw.  That is the way we have been traveling 
for four days - at 40 miles an hour and I am just 
about worn to pieces!  Grace stands the pace 
better than I do while Darrell & Jane, who are used 
to it, think it affords them plenty of time to observe 
& enjoy the country.  I even go at that rate of speed 
in my sleep - and will be glad when I can stop & 
rest for a while. 

Diary 39, 1929 
September 15 

-15th - 
I am informed that Mrs. A.J. Brooks, the widow of 
our old time Alaska friend - the geologist of Alaska 
- will be in from Alaska at noon today on the 
Alameda, so Darrell is taking Grace & me down to 
meet her.  Also Mrs. Strong is there & other 
Alaskans - and we will return to Enumclaw later to 
visit with Harold - again.  Our information was not 
correct. Mrs. Brooks is coming next Sunday - but I 
am glad to be able to rest at the Frye - for an 
afternoon.  Graces niece, Ruth - came to see us & 
remained to dinner & we spent the evening resting 
- listening to the radio and visiting with Ruth. 

Diary 39, 1929 
September 16 

-16th - 
We went over to Tacoma this morning.  Called on 
Charlie Peterson (Foshay Atty) but there was 
nothing new - not even my check.  Darrell & I 
talked at some length with Hopping & Winden 
about selling Nan’s 24 acres at Buckley & buying 



her a life support in the Old Ladies Home in 
Tacoma - at the Point Defiance Park.  Hopping 
agreed to look after the matter if Harold & I can get 
a buyer for the land.  She is willing to do what she 
can to assist in the matter.  Drew $418.00 from my 
Assoc. Deposits. 
We went out to my collection of Alaska curious at 
State Hist. Soc. and I gave Jane an old Russian 
Kettle.  Grace a samovar & Kettle.  Back to Seattle 
for the night. 

Diary 39, 1929 
September 17 

-17th - 
Darrell & Jane are obliged to leave us at noon to 
go back home to San Francisco.  Mr. Sargent of 
U.S. Geol. Sur. showed us (Mrs. Strong, Darrell & 
Jane, Senator Snodgrass, Grace & I) a large 
number of beautiful aerial photographs - made by 
the navy planes this summer in S.E. Alaska.  
Snodgrass has promised me he will go to 
Enumclaw a week from tomorrow & give a lecture 
to the Farmers Banquet.  Harold asked me to go - 
about the Agri. conditions in Alaska. 
Darrell & Jane left us at 1 a.m. for S. F. & Home. 
Mrs. Gov. Strong is here & we see her often - she 
looks lost & lonesome. 

Diary 39, 1929 
September 18-
20 

-18th – 
Busy with errands - saw Ames father of Jesse 
Ames, of Petersburg, about his sons divorce 
matters. 

-19th – 
Same as yesterday.  We went to theater - 
Barrymore 

-20th - 
Called on Skinner’s. father out of town saw 
Elfendahl who thinks I ought to go to Wash. D.C. in 
aid of passage of Trap Site Bill. but I told him I 
ought not to go, etc.  It will be settled later.  Saw 
Freide, Miller etc. Parson’s Dexter Horton Nat bank 
invited me to lunch on Monday.  Dr. Tolmie, B.C. 
Premier, spoke today at Chamber of Com. in favor 
of Int. highway - to Alaska, etc.  Went to the “Blue 
Mouse”.  Vitaphone – talkies. 

Diary 39, 1929 
September 21 

-21st - 
Grace had her tonsils removed by Dr. Samuels 
today - & must go to the hospital for a day or two.  

Ruth came to lunch with me.  Had Will Steel to 
dinner with me - am persuading him to assist me in 
preparing an interview for one of the Seattle papers 
in relation to the International Aero-Auto Highway - 
from Seattle through British Columbia to Fairbanks.  
No one has yet suggested the construction of the 
highway underneath the airway! and that plan I 
hope to make prominent etc.  Grace is at the 
Swedish hospital tonight with a very sore throat, 
but OK. 

Diary 39, 1929 
September 22-
23 

-22- 
Went up to see Grace. Swedish Hospital - she is 
much better than she was last evening and wishes 
to come to the Frye Hotel this afternoon. 
Brought her to the Hotel - she is getting well fast. 

-23rd - 
Called on Col. Perkins, who wrote to me about 
keeping a good feeling in the Admiralty Island Coal 
Co. but he is at Hyder, and wont be back for a 
week.  Had lunch with Wm H. Parsons, Pres. 
Dexter Horton Nat. Bank.  He was very kind & 
offered to assist me in securing business etc. and 
asked me to write to him if I saw any place where 
he could help. 
Finished a statement 

Diary 39, 1929 
September 23-
25 

23 
in relation to the proposed British Columbia - 
Alaska Airplane and Automobile Highway - to serve 
as an interview - gave it to Will A. Steel, who will 
prepare an interview for one of the Seattle papers, 
& also publish it in the Cordova Times Annual.  Mr. 
& Mrs. Faucher, from Kent, took dinner with us.  
She is Grace’s oldest sister & a fine good woman. 

-24th – 
Went of Tacoma to see Hopping and Winden. 
received $418. from my moneys with Tac. L. & S. 
Assoc.  Grace is not recovering from her operation 
as rapidly as I hoped she would. 

-25th - 
Harold sent automobile to take 

Diary 39, 1929 
September 25 

25 
us to Enumclaw.  Grace & Mrs. Strong could not go 
because each has a sore throat.  Mr. Snodgrass of 
U.S. Experiment Stations –Agricultural, & I went, 
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early in the day.  We had lunch with Harold at his 
home.  In the afternoon I went to Buckley.  Called 
on Harry, my brother - he is not well balanced - told 
me he could not pay taxes etc. & would not sell any 
property to pay his debts & a judgment against him 
- that they might put him out, etc.  He is partly 
demented.  Called on good old Aunt Kate.  She is 
having her house enlarged & Lake France & 
Minnie (and Kates Daughter) are moving in with 
her.  Also called & visited with Maude & Nellie - 
they are in great trouble because 

Diary 39, 1929 
September 25 

25 
Dick, their brother, has disappeared & They cannot 
hear from him - not for 18 months - they fear he is 
dead.  I gave Maude some money & told her if she 
got to a point where she had to have more to call 
on me & I would assist her. 
Back to Enumclaw & Harold took Snodgrass & me 
to a Kiwanis banquet. Music etc. I was called on - 
talked for 5 minutes about Alaska. Snodgrass 
talked half an hour & showed a lot of pictures of 
Alaska farm scenes - & talked on Alaska farms & 
farming. 
At 11 oclock we returned to Seattle, arriving at 
Hotel Frye about midnight. Met several Alaskans at 
the banquet. 

Diary 39, 1929 
September 26-
27 

-26th – 
Over to Tacoma - lunch with Hopping & Winden – 
nothing - must go back tomorrow & arrange for 
new lease on my dairy farm.  Called to see 
Peterson.  Foshay attorney - but he was in Seattle.  
Returned to Seattle. telephoned to Peterson - he 
wanted me to lunch with him & other Foshay 
officials Saturday – 28th.  Grace is slowly getting 
well.  I am glad of her recovery. 

-27th - 
Went over to Tacoma - the tenant on my dairy 
ranch wants me to build a new cow-barn - but does 
not want to pay any more rent - so I took the 
suggestion under advisement! 

Diary 39, 1929 
September 28-
29 

28 
Went over to Tacoma - the tenant on my dairy 
ranch wants me to build a new cow-barn - but does 
not want to pay any more rent - so I took the 

suggestion under advisement! 
 
[clipping] 

AUTO-PLANE ALASKA ROUTE IS APPROVED 
Judge Wickersham Favors New Project 

PROSPERITY FOR    |    GREAT BENEFITS 
GREAT DISTRICTS   |    POINTED OUT BY 
SEEN AS RESULT   |     JUNEAU VISITOR 
Settlement of Rich Areas      |  Delegate to 

Congress for 12 
and Development of Nat-     |    Years Visualizes 

Interna- 
ural Resources Cited as   |     tional Pathway 

Across 
Factors of Highway.   |     Forests Into North 

(For map and photographs along the route of the 
proposed international highway, see Page 1, of the 
Automobile Section of The Times today.) 
ADVOCACY by Premier S.F. Tolmie of British 
Columbia, on a recent visit to Seattle, of the project 
for an automobile-airplane international highway 
between Vancouver, B.C., and Fairbanks, Alaska, 
drew approval from the rugged hills of Alaska. 

Judge James Wickersham of Juneau, here on a 
brief visit, spoke enthusiastically of the benefits to 
accrue to both nations through completion of the 
visualized project. 

As Alaska’s delegate to Congress for twelve 
years after serving the territory as federal judge for 
seven, Judge Wickersham is secretary of an 
organization with headquarters at Fairbanks which 
seeks financial aid from both the United States and 
Canadian governments to make the highway 
project a reality.  

Sees Great Benefit 
“A combined airplane and automobile highway 

from Seattle through British Columbia and Yukon 
Territory to Alaska,” said Judge Wickersham, 
“would be of far greater benefit in securing the 
further settlement of these territories and the 
development of their great natural resources than 
would the construction of a much more expensive 
railroad along the same route. It would bring 
population into the central parts of those regions, 



give close personal contact and create a feeling of 
friendship and common interest which no other 
project could do.  It would establish towns along its 
line, and give settlers and prospectors an 
opportunity to develop the agricultural and mining 
resources of the regions opened, better than any 
other possible plan. 

“The extension of the automobile highway idea to 
include combination with an airplane route ought to 
strengthen public support for both projects 
and insure official recognition and appropriations 
from both the United States and Canadian 
governments.  Such a combined highway, the 
airplane route above the automobile road, both to 
follow a common course, with common supply 
bases, landing fields, roadhouses and hotels, will 
make travel by airplanes and automobiles safe and 
more interesting to travelers, and double the 
benefits to the regions traversed by the great 
highway. 

“The region to be traversed is an untracked 
wilderness, covered by dark forests and 
mountains, while unbridged rivers add danger to 
airplane service. A plane forced down in such a 
country would be lost, and its occupants would run 
great risks of suffering or death before they could 
be reduced, even if they should land in safety.  If, 
however, the right of way along such a highway 
through the forested areas should be cut 
a hundred feet wide, a plane following its general 
course would be enabled to land safely on the 
roadway at any point along its thousand miles of 
length.  Even if it were forced to land off the 
roadway, its nearness to the highway and fixed 
bases of supplies would enable aviators to secure 
assistance quickly and also to repair any damage 
to their plane and continue their journey with little 
delay or danger. 

Homes Would be Built 
“Settlers will quickly erect homes along such a 

road and every valley would be opened to 
agriculture and every mineral region to 
prospecting. As an example of what always has 
followed and naturally will follow road building in 

the Western wilderness, the government of the 
United States has in the past three years 
constructed a good graded highway from Juneau, 
the capital of Alaska, for forty miles north of that 
town, and during the progress of the work more 
than a hundred settlers have built homes along the 
line and new homes are being built as the road 
progress and reaches new good locations.  This 
road crosses two small valleys and the one nearest 
town has a dozen dairy farms and many garden 
and farming patches and fields. 

“The main line of this proposed airplane and 
automobile highway will cut British Columbia, 
Yukon Territory and Alaska through the center, in 
the great valleys between the Coast Range and the 
main chain of the Rocky Mountains, and will extend 
from Vancouver, B.C., to Dawson and Fairbanks.  
Shielded from excessive rain and snowfall along 
the Coast by the great barrier of the Coast Range, 
it will pass through a comparatively dry region, cold 
in winter and hot in summer.  The snowfall is light 
and the winter road will be hard and passable 
every day, both winter and summer.  To secure the 
best development from the great main road, 
however, it will be necessary to construct several 
branch lines from the main road to favored sea 
coast terminals.   

Such an airplane and automobile international 
Highway with branch lines across the Alaskan 
boundary line to the sea coast, will require some 
legislation, probably, by both the Canadian and 
United States governments, to modify some of the 
present customs rules and regulations. 

Present Rules Stringent 
“These laws should be so liberalized as to give 

the utmost freedom in travel over these highways 
with both airplanes and automobiles.  At present 
stringent regulations prevent the free flying of 
airplanes across the borders; these must bf course 
be modified, and the highways made free. 

“Alaska and Klondike pioneers have always sub-
scribed to the Arctic brotherhood motto, “There is 
no boundary line between us,” and that sentiment 
should be extended by law to this great 
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international highway and its branches.   
Some point on the Canadian side and Fairbanks, 

in Alaska, are to be made great landing stations on 
the intercontinental route from the United States 
and Canada to Asia, via Bering Strait, to connect 
with the Old World lines of aviation.  This British 
Columbia - Alaska airplane and automobile 
highway should be so planned, constructed and 
managed as to be of the utmost benefit in the 
organization of the intercontinental route. 

“The aviation and automobile interests of the 
United States and Canada are interested in the 
proposed highway, and will give their earnest 
support.” 
 

HIGHWAY VISIONS 
OF OLD ALASKANS 
MAY BE REALIZED 

The vision of old-time residents of the North –  
Alaska, Yukon Territory and northern British 
Columbia-a trunk highway connecting the district 
with the United States, may be realized within a 
few years.  Sentiment has been crystallizing on 
both sides of the boundary line among officials 
ands business men, and the project is now seen, 
not only as a possibility but as a probability.  The 
proposed highway would connect with roads in the 
Peace River district of central British Columbia and 
run northward through Atlin and upper Yukon areas 
to Circle City on the American side and thence to 
Fairbanks, where it would connect with the 
Richardson Highway to Valdez on the Gulf of 
Alaska.  Indorsements are being received from 
prominent persons all along the Pacific Coast and 
the movement is gaining momentum. 
 
Gov. Parks was reappointed Gov. of Alaska 
yesterday!  Sorry, for it prevents Will A. Steel from 
starting his proposed Republican newspaper at 
Juneau! which he would have established if 
Holmes, of Texas, has been appointed. 
Todays Seattle Times has a fine interview - with 
my picture, etc. on the proposed Auto-Airplane 
Highway through British Columbia into Alaska 

-29th - 
I have sent clippings of the fine interview from the 
Times to the Alaska and B.C. papers - & Darrell. 

Diary 39, 1929 
September 30 

-30th - 
The Times has a nice follow-up Editorial: 
 
[clipping] 

The Seattle Daily Times 
C.B. Blethen, Editor and Publisher 

HIGHWAY TO TAP RICH EMPIRE. 
JUDGE WICKERSHAM”S suggestion that an air 

route be established along the proposed extension 
of the Pacific Highway from British Columbia to 
Alaska is sound.  It would be practicable to develop 
landing fields as the automobile road is extended 
through the wilderness.  Whether the air route 
should be established first is a debatable question. 
At present, seaplanes, using the inside passage, 
parallel the proposed route over land. 

The course of the new highway will be through 
forests now trackless, across mountains and steep 
canyons and generally through the wildest and 
most picturesque region on the continent.  On 
some of its unbridged steams trappers and miners 
have established feeble outposts.  Moose, grizzly 
bear and mountain sheep are present in great 
numbers.  Its rushing rivers have enormous 
potential water power.  Its mineral resources are so 
great that their extent can be merely conjectured. 

The combination of air route and automobile 
highway, using the same bases of supplies, 
roadhouses and hotels, would be singularly 
attractive to tourists.  It requires no special 
prescience to predict that it would be thronged with 
sightseers and with travelers with a more serious 
purpose from the day of its opening. 

Judge Wickersham, who knows Alaska and the 
Yukon Territory, does not exaggerate when he 
says that settlements with their industries and their 
farms soon would he established along that 
magnificent highway. Such a development always 
has followed roadbuilding in the wilderness. The 
road would open up an empire enormously rich to 
the uses of man. 



 
My friend Will A. Steel seems to be busy, for I think 
I aught to thank him for this long line of publicity! 

Diary 39, 1929 
September 30- 
October 2 

30 
[clipping] 

Sutherland Asks 
Study of Highway 
Into North Country 

(For Editorial Comment See Page 6.) 
By Associated Press. 
WASHINGTON, Monday, Sept. 30.-A study of the 
feasibility of constructing a highway to connect the 
northwestern part of the United States with British 
Columbia, Yukon Territory and Alaska, in cooper-
ation with Canada, was proposed today in a bill 
introduced by Delegate Sutherland, Alaska.  The 
measure would authorize the President to desig-
nate two special commissioners to cooperate with 
Canadian representatives in making a study of the 
proposal and to determine if it were  economically 
practicable. 

One of the commissioners would be an official of 
the Department of Interior and the other president 
of the Road Commissioners for Alaska.  
 
Sutherland is busy also!  I am sending out the 
foregoing editorial & this Assoc. telegram to the 
Alaska Newspapers. hope they will “boost” also.  
There is much discussion, favorable, of the project. 

-Oct 1st – 
Calling on friends and attending to small matters.  
About ready to go home.  Bot my tickets on Alaska 
SS. Co. boat for Saturday. 

-2nd - 
Saw D.E. Skinner & Elfendahl today - about the 
Trap Site bill.   Elfendahl will go to Washington 

Diary 39, 1929 
October 2 

2 
about the last of the month to see Dan, & if he 
opposes the bill Elfendahl will probably get White. 
of Maine, to introduce it.  He suggested Free, of 
California, but I strongly opposed that, and he 
agreed to get someone not so objectionable to 
Alaskans.  Told him Free attacked the Alaska 
railroad 2 or 3 years ago - & his sponsorship would 

arouse a bitter prejudice in Alaska & both he and 
Skinner thought it better to have White introduce 
the bill. 
We had dinner tonight with Mr. & Mrs. Lyle at the 
Arctic Club.  Very foggy & a pall of smoke obscures 
the sky. 

Diary 39, 1929 
October 3-4 

-3rd – 
Had long conference with Van Orsdel who tells me 
he has been employed by Foshay Co. to go to 
Alaska as their representative, that he will reside in 
Juneau - and will come to my office, and probably 
use one of my rooms as his office, & will give me 
employment etc.  He also talks favorably about 
purchasing the Admiralty Is. Coal Mine etc.  Mr. 
Faucher, Grace’s brother-in-law, residing at Kent 
had another “stroke” – apopleptic - today. 

-4th - 
Some days ago I had lunch with Mr. Parsons, Pres. 
Dexter Horton Nat Bank 

Diary 39, 1929 
October 4 

4 
who suggested that if he could assist me in any 
business way he would be glad to do it.  I told him 
the Foshay interests were coming into Alaska & 
that if he would interest himself enough to present 
such a request it would do some good, etc.  Today 
I had a conference with Van Orsdel at his office - 
he told me he was to go to Juneau in a few weeks 
as their representative, - that might care to have 
one of my office rooms, -that he was friendly to me, 
etc.  I told these items to Parsons - & he said he 
knew Van Orsdel, that Stacy knew him better etc.  
He had Stacy call up Van 0. - & have a talk with 
him.  I did not learn what they did or said - but feel 
sure P. & S. said enough - and its now up to Van 
Orsdel! 

Diary 39, 1929 
October 5-7 

-5th – 
We left Seattle this morning at 9. a.m. for Juneau.  
A beautiful day.  Small number on the boat, but 
among them are Ralph Lomen, reindeer man - & 
Dave Dunbar, traveling man, both of whom I have 
known for many years.  Lomen is going to Juneau.  
Dunbar to Fairbanks.  Grace & I are both glad to be 
going home. 

-6th – 
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Sunday.  Queen Charlottes & Mill bank - heavy 
fogs delay our boat. 

-7th - 
Ketchikan late this evening.  Delayed by fogs.  
Long visit with Paul, who has a letter from 
Sutherland in which 

Diary 39, 1929 
October 7-8 

7 
he announces positively that “I will not be a 
candidate for reelection as Delegate to Congress 
from Alaska.” 
He writes Paul that either Rustgard or I ought to be 
nominated & rather gives me the preference.  Paul 
says he, too, prefers me & will not support 
Rustgard, etc. Paul & his wife came down to the 
boat & called on Grace & assured her also, & read 
Dan’s letter to her. 

-8th - 
We reached Juneau this evening o.k.  A letter from 
Sutherland came on our boat - in which he informs 
me he will not be a candidate for Congress again, 
and says 

Diary 39, 1929 
October 8-9 

8 
“I have decided that I will not be a candidate for re-
election to Congress next year,” and in a second 
letter of the same date he says: “1st it goes without 
saying that if our friends decide that you shall run 
for the delegateship, I shall come to Alaska and do 
everything in my power to elect you.  I would prefer 
seeing you in this office above any other man in 
Alaska.” 

-9th  
Busy in the office getting work in shape again.  
Several of my friends came in to talk politics.  I do 
not intend to make Dan’s announcement public 
until I write to him quite fully about it. 

Diary 39, 1929 
October 10 

-10th - 
Working trying to catch up in the office.  While I 
was in Seattle “Chick” Ashby & Charlie Erickson, 
prospectors sent out by a group of my friends in 
which I was one of the nine parties - located a 
group of 9 claims on the mountain side across the 
Tulsequah river from the Alaska Juneau Group. on 
the Taku river.  The locations were sent in and 
recorded - the Rev. Allen, of the Lutheran Church 

paid for my recording & I’ve paid him.  When the 
specimens were sent in to the A.J. assayer & he 
had finished assaying them - that Company 
immediately sent its best miner and one of its 
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assayers up the Taku to the claims and Erickson 
went with them to the claims for samples.  They got 
a number of bags of samples & brought them in for 
their own information.  What the result is I have not 
learned, but their interest is such that we hope for 
good assays.  I await the return of Ashby and 
Erickson to Juneau next week with much 
impatience, for full reports.  Hendrickson who was 
so excited at the Frye Hotel in Seattle last week is 
located with us in the group. 
Wrote Sutherland a good letter today about the 
political situation.  Also to Charlie Taylor, at 
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Fairbanks.  Many of my friends are interested, and 
urge me to go into the April primary - Rustgard has 
returned from his trip to the Interior to Fairbanks - 
today and had a long conference in the street with 
Pegues, the Democratic schemer, who is boosting 
Rustgard. 

-11th – 
Same as usual in office.  Answered 
correspondence.  Consultation with Roden about 
Matheson appeal - he suggested compromise! 

-12th – 
Same as usual in the office. 

13th - 
Sunday - at home. reading about Catherine I. of 
Russia. 

Diary 39, 1929 
October 13-16 

13 
The Empire copied the Times (Seattle) Editorial 
commending my stand on Airplane & Automobile 
road, see page 240.  Letter from Wm M. Steel, 
Seattle, saying he has letter from Dan saying he 
will not run again & giving me encouragement.  He 
is boosting among Alaskans in Seattle. 

-14th – 
Letter from Forest J. Hunt, Ketchikan urging me to 
be a candidate for Delegate - working in he office 
as usual. 



-15th – 
Getting business in the office in shape once more. 

-16th - 
Same as usual in office: sold my lot in Fairbanks to 
Barrack for $500.00 

Diary 39, 1929 
October 17 

-17th - 
I am pleased that so many of my old friends are 
inclined to urge me to become a candidate again 
for Delegate to Congress.  While I have made no 
announcement the story is getting out that 
Sutherland will not run again, and these old 
political friends hearing that come & express the 
hope that I will stand in his stead.  I do not agree to 
run, but do not refuse: I just talk to them & ask 
them to talk with their friends and tell me what they 
think about the advisability of my doing so - that I 
do not wish to become a candidate without some 
considerable support – generally, so far, it seems 
favorable. 

Diary 39, 1929 
October 17-18 

17th – continued. 
Appointed Notary Public this day.  My former 
commission expired Sept. 14th.  Ashby, Erickson, 
& Kelly at my office this evening - discussed & 
mapped Taku mining claims. 

-18th - 
Alaska Day.  At Darrells request I have this day 
rewritten his will and ford. it to him. to be completed 
by him.  
Our Taku mining crowd met at my office tonight & 
signed 12 copies of an  agreement to pool our 12 
claims on the mountain above the junction of the 
Taku & Tulsequah rivers.  Kelly, Erickson & Ashby 
take a half interest in the 12 claims; Harry 
Stonehouse, Olaf Forkelson, James Wickersham, 
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Harry R. Allen, Wyatt Kingham, and J.H. 
Henrichsen, own the other half interest in the 12 
claims - undivided.  The Alaska Juneau Mining Co. 
Juneau, has already made us an offer to buy the 
group. $25,000. in four yearly payments, and 
$200,000 out of the first profits.  We unanimously 
agreed not to accept the offer, but to wait till spring 
when the snow is off and send the boys, 
prospectors Erickson, Ashby & Kelly up to the 

claims with drills & powder & do enough work to 
see what we really have - & then sell after giving 
other persons a chance to examine the property! 

Diary 39, 1929 
October 19 

-19th - 
Rev Harry R. Allen is one of the group of 9 
interested in the location and ownership of the 
quartz mining claims located for us by Erickson 
and Ashby just above the junction of the Tulsequah 
& the Taku rivers: he - and others of our members 
are very much exercised at the thought that if 
young Ashby. or any one of us shall sell our 
interest to one of the great mining companies it 
would give that Co. practical power to prevent any 
other company from purchasing our interests, etc. 
and thereby spoil our sale & reduce the price ho 
just what the company first purchasing an interest 
may choose to give.  So they - Allen, especially, to 
prepare 
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an agreement for the signatures of each and all the 
members of our group of nine, by which we bind 
ourselves not to sell any interest - but to hold for 
sale the whole group of claims as a single 
transaction.  It seems a wise thing to do, and I am 
tonight preparing such a form of agreement.  Tom 
Ashby, the father of “Chick” - one of our group, 
came to see me this afternoon and urged the same 
proposition.  He also complains that his son did not 
act fairly in not letting him in on the Taku group - 
and denounces both Jim Kelly and Erickson for 
urging “Chick” to sell with them a small 
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group of 3 claims in the Alaska-Juneau, or Manville 
Group, at the forks of the Tulsequah & Taku for 
only $700. [Manville Group is across the Tulsequah 
River from the Tulsequah Mine]  Tom is quite right 
about this latter sale.  I was interested in a small 
way in this group and did not know of the sale until 
it was concluded & the boys came to give me my 
letter share, but I said nothing & took what they 
gave me - only $78.00!  Allen will try to get the men 
in our group to sign the agreement mentioned on 
Monday. 

-20th - 
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At office & prepared a further agreement for Taku 
mining claimants to sign. 
Sullivan is copying for me. 

Diary 39, 1929 
October 21-22 

-21st – 
Major Gillette of the U.S. Alaska Road Commission 
has prepared for me an outline map showing the 
proposed Pacific -Yukon International Highway, 
and I am sending it to Will A. Steel in Seattle to be 
included in the All-Alaska Review, the Annual of 
the Cordova Times - with my interview Statement 
in support of that project. 

-22.- 
Busy in the office on preparing cases for appeal!  
Lynn Smith, U.S. Marshal from Fairbanks, Andy 
Dieringer, from Valdez & “Doc”, Caswell, Dep. U.S. 
Marshal had lunch with me at the Gastineau Cafe 
today - a good lunch & visit with my old sourdough 
friends. 

Diary 39, 1929 
October 22-24 

-22nd – continued 
Meeting of Taku group & we signed up new – 
additional agreement not to sell separate interests - 
but hold to sell as a unit. 

-23d – 
Last man. Ashby - today signed Taku agreement - 
puts the matter in good shape. Admiralty Is. Coal 
Co. meeting stockholders called for Friday evening.  
Busy in the office. 

-24th - 
Judge Hill has decided Lynch case against us.  I 
think he does not understand the case, or has 
forgotten the facts.  I have not yet studied his 
decision to see how far it will affect other settlers 
on tide lands in Ketchikan. 
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-25th – 
Busy on office work - getting ready to appeal nearly 
every case I have! 
My friends keep assuring me of support for 
Delegate!  I am about persuaded! 
Meeting of stockholders of Admiralty Island Coal 
Co. tonight: 
John Reck agreed to go to Seattle & try to raise 
necessary money from the cannery men interested 
in S.E. Alaska Co to pay his expenses: I and 
several others agreed to pay $25.00 each per 

month to pay the watchman at the mines in 
meantime. 

-26th - 
Same as usual in the office. 
Busy work of excavating for the new capital 
building is progressing nicely - to my quiet 
satisfaction. 
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-27th – 
Rainy Sunday. I am reading Ludwigs Life of 
Bismarck - it is very interestingly written and I am 
thoroughly enjoying it.  Also I am carefully studying 
Catherine 1st of Russia.  To me she is one of the 
most interesting characters in Russian History. 

-28th - 
Had a “political” photograph made of myself for use 
in cuts for newspapers in the coming campaign for 
Delegate.  Many letters & visits from my friends & 
former supporter urging me to become a candidate 
for delegate - one today from Sutherland & Paul & 
Hunt.  My old friends will evidently support me as 
loyally as ever - are there enough of them? is the 
question. 

Diary 39, 1929 
October 29 

-29th - 
The SS. Yukon is in at the dock. “Bob” Lavery of 
Fairbanks came up to see me & to assure me of 
the friendly support of my old time friends at that 
place.  Also Frank Foster of Cordova came in 
again - and tells me he had interviewed many of 
the Federal officials here - and they say they will 
support me etc. etc.  Frank is going on to 
Washington and will see the President.  I asked 
him to say to the President that if I am elected 
Delegate it will be my purpose to work with the 
Administration - that will come as a friend of his 
efforts to do constructive work in Alaska & will 
assist him in every way I can.  Foster thinks Dan 
can do me more good by writing letters etc. than by 
touring the Territory in a speaking campaign. 
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My friend Dr. Chase came to town today also, and 
in to see me.  I showed him Sutherlands letter 
speaking highly of Wallstein G. Smith, Ter. Treas. 
because I knew no one had yet broached his own 
(Chases) candidacy for the office & I wanted to 



cause him to stop & think before Cole or some 
other impetuous friend should get him committed - 
he answered by saying that he was a candidate for 
U.S. Marshal, etc.  Anyway he will not “jump” into 
the matter without taking counsel. 

-Oct. 30th - 
Reck threatens to sell the sum of $12,000 Lerch 
stock in the Admiralty Is. Coal Co. & leave my 
endorsement on Lerchs former note unpaid - and 
worse 
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he proposes to sell it for 50 cents on the dollar - 
pay himself & let me go!  I shall notify him in the 
morning not to do it, or I will hold him and the Bank 
responsible for their action. 
I think I am to have the usual combination against 
me in Juneau.  The Empire crowed, Faulkner, 
Robertson, McBride, et. al. - Rustgard is active and 
has strong support here in Juneau, and I will know 
that l have had a fight if I win in the primary. 

-Oct 31st - 
Gave John Reck & 1st Nat. Bank notice to pay 
note of $2500 out of Lerch’s stock.  Gave the 
notice to H.H. Post in the bank. 

Diary 39, 1929 
October 31 

-Oct. 31st continued. 
Reck came in this afternoon & assured me that he 
had arranged that he a Gallwas &  had 
agreed to buy Lerch’s stock for 50% on the dollar, 
to pay Lerchs $2000. note at the bank - the $2500 
note which I endorsed & something on the Gallwas 
note!  Of course if the $2500 note on which I 
appear as indorser is paid I have no further interest 
in the matter.   
Grace had a “dinner” this evening. Smiths - Breurs 
and Dunbars.  Being Halloween the boys carried 
the neighbors           cans etc. and put them on our 
porch - soaped our windows & otherwise 
comported themselves as boys.   
Have been reading Ludwigs life of Bismarck.   
Capital building excavations progressing. 

Diary 39, 1929 
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November 1st  
The Evening Empire announces that Foshay & Co. 
Minneapolis have gone into the receivers hands:  
This will, I assume, destroy their project of taking 

over the Petersburg, Juneau and other public 
utilities!  I send Charlie Peterson, Tacoma, a 
telegram saying “evening paper here announces 
Foshay receivership to our surprise and 
disappointment stop if there is anything I can to do 
assist in Alaska matters it will be readily done.”  
Incidentally, I suppose my account for June work 
amounting to more than $500. will be lost!  I 
wondered why Peterson raised the bill $200. and 
held it up so long - I also wonder if he lost his! 

Diary 39, 1929 
November 2 

-Nov. 2nd - 
Busy preparing papers on the appeal of the 
Matheson Estate - but I am having trouble to get 
John G Grant to agree to appeal the case:  I sent 
him telegram to come to Juneau and assist in the 
appeal - a day message and a night letter - but he 
answers saying he has no money belonging to the 
Estate, and, also, that he is opposed to the appeal.  
But I intend to urge him further by letter - sending 
him the papers etc. to sign - and if he will sign the 
papers I will undertake to finance the appeal - for I 
think it very necessary to have the matters passed 
on by the Appellate Court. We may then win the 
case for the minor heirs! 

Diary 39, 1929 
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-Nov. 3- 
Rainy Sunday, arranging books etc. in my private 
library.  Grace is assisting me. 

-4th – 
Recd. telegram from Grant, Wrangell, saying he 
will come on “Alameda” today.  Working on appeal 
in Pond Case. 

Nov. 5th  
Sutherland sent out a public W.U. dispatch today, 
printed in the Juneau Daily Empire tonight, saying 
he would not be a candidate again: Pegues the 
Empire reporter, who is a Rustgard supporter, got 
an announcement from Rustgard herein following.  
I am sending 
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the following telegram to all the Alaska papers 
tonight - and the race is on! 
 
[clipping] 

SUTHERLAND TO  
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RETIRE AT END  
OF NEXT TERM 

Says Is Through when His  
Fifth Term is Over- 
No Reason Given 

The retirement of Delegate Dan Sutherland from 
that office at the end of his term that begins with 
the regular session of Congress next month was 
announced today in an Associated Press dispatch 
received by The Empire.  No cause for this action 
was given. 

The dispatch, under a Washington, D.C., date 
line said: 

“Dan Sutherland said the biographical sketch 
appearing in the next Congressional Record would 
read: 
‘Fifth and last term.’ 

“He added: ‘I think that is plain enough.  I am 
retiring when my term is over’.” 

Sutherland was first elected to Congress in 1920, 
defeating George B. Grigsby, Democrat.  He has 
been reelected four times since, 1922, ’24, ’26, and 
’28, defeating E. J. White. F.A. Boyle and George 
B. Grigsby a second time.   

Almost since he first took office, Sutherland has 
been, embroiled in a bitter fight over Alaskan 
fisheries policies with Herbert Hoover, who entered 
the Harding cabinet as Secretary of Commerce at 
the same time Southerland was seated as 
Delegate.   

The two most important matters of general 
legislation enacted during his tenure were the 
White Fisheries Act, giving the Department of 
Commerce absolute and arbitrary power of 
administration over the Territory’s fisheries 
industries and the Alaska Game Act. 
 
[clipping] 

RUSTGARD WILL  
MAKE RACE FOR  
DELEGATE POST 

Announces Candidacy for 
Republican Nomination 

in April Primary 

John Rustgard, Attorney General of Alaska, 
since 1920, late today announced his candidacy for 
the Republican nomination for Delegate to 
Congress.  This means he will enter the 
Republican primary lists next April as an aspirant to 
succeed Delegate Sutherland, whose retirement at 
the end of his fifth term was announced from 
Washington today. 

“I have been in correspondence with friends in all 
parts of Alaska for some time regarding the matter, 
and have received many letters urging me to be a 
candidate for the office,” said Mr. Rustgard.  “Since 
the Delegate has positively declared his intention 
of retiring, I am taking this opportunity of declaring 
my own candidacy to succeed him.” 

Mr. Rustgard was elected to office as Attorney 
General of Alaska in 1920.  He was re-elected in 
1924, and again in 1928.  His present term would 
expire in 1933. 

He did not undertake today to outline the issues 
of his primary campaign.  “At the proper time, I 
shall make public in detail the platform upon which 
I expect to make the race,” he said. 
 
Pegues throws a brick at Dan & boosts his friend 
John. 
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The following is a copy of the telegrams I sent to 
every Alaska newspaper tonight: 
 
[clipping] 

Juneau, Alaska, November 5, 1929 
Editor Fairbanks News Miner, 
Fairbanks, Alaska, 
Delegate Dan Sutherland publicly announced 
today he will not run again. stop At request of many 
friends through territory I will be candidate before 
the Republican primary in April for that nomination 
stop Will issue statement giving my stand on 
constructive legislation needed in Alaska at later 
date 

James Wickersham 
 
This will enliven the campaign, and make John run 



his best gait.  Cash Cole cooperated with me in the 
arrangement of the above telegram. 
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-Nov. 6th - 
The Empire gave publicity to my telegram: 
 
[clipping] 

WICKERSHAM TO  
RUN AGAIN FOR  
DELEGATESHIP 

Former Delegate Will Op- 
pose Rustgard for RE- 
publican Nomination 

Judge Wickersham, former Delegate to 
Congress from Alaska, late yesterday announced 
his candidacy for the Republican nomination for the 
same office, following the public statement of 
Delegate Sutherland that he would not be a 
candidate to succeed himself. 

He is the second aspirant to appear in the field 
for the Republican nomination in the primary next 
April.  Attorney General John Rustgard was the 
first in the field, his candidacy being announced as 
soon as it was learned that Mr. Sutherland had 
made known his intentions of retiring. 

Sent To Newspapers 
In telegrams sent out to all Alaska newspapers 
last night, Judge Wickersham declared his 

candidacy as follows: 
“Delegate Dan Sutherland publicly announced 

today he will not run again.  At the request of many 
friends throughout the Territory I will be a 
candidate before the Republican primary in April 
for that nomination.  I will issue a statement giving 
my stand on constructive legislation needed in 
Alaska at a later date.” 

Judge Wickersham held office in Alaska for a 
score of years before his retirement in 1921.  He 
was appointed Federal district judge by President 
McKinley in 1900, serving in that capacity until 
1908.  In that year he actively entered the political 
arena and until his retirement he continued so, 
some of the hottest campaigns centering around 
him. 

In Two Contests 
The most notable Delegate elections, 1916 and 

1918, had him apparently defeated.  His 
Democratic opponent, the late Charles A. Sulzer, 
went to Congress on both occasions.  The 
elections were both contested and Judge 
Wickersham was seated eventually after the terms 
had almost expired. 

In the second contest Mr. Sulzer died before the 
case could be heard.  George B. Grigsby, 
Democrat, was chosen to succeed him in a special 
election, and defended the contest. 

In 1921 Judge Wickersham was not a candidate 
to succeed himself, retiring and making way for 
Dan Sutherland who has occupied the office since 
that time. 
 
I am amused and interested in that Mrs. Josephine 
Rustgard is flooding the town today - with 
personally written cards in an addressed envelop 
stamped in big blue letters: 
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I have seen several and the run about like mine - 
for she honored me with one: 
“Dear Judge, We find ourselves suddenly in the 
race for Delegate and since I feel that Mr. Rustgard 
has you to thank for the inspiration I am sure you 
wish us well.  Sincerely, Josephine Rustgard.” 
I shall be interested to see the reaction to that kind 
of campaigning.  It is quite unique in this Territory 
and may add to the interest of the campaign. 

-7th - 
Working on appeal in Matheson case.  Served Bill 
of Exceptions & filed same. 
We are to have a dinner party tonight - the 
members of the Game Commission. 

Diary 39, 1929 
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We had a most enjoyable party - first a good 
chicken dinner - a good smoke around the big fire 
in the fire place & then an hour or two in the library 
going over rare Alaskan books the best - 
examining my great books of Alaskan pictures - 
photographs of the Stampede to Dawson - the 
public men - mines & miners - saloons & the dance 
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halls, the “girls” the gamblers etc.  Dr. Chase was 
one of those who went to Dawson in ‘97, his 
remarks on the photographs etc. kept the company 
in a happy mood & greatly interested them. 

-8th - 
Same as usual in the office. 
Friends came in to assure me of potential support. 

Diary 39, 1929 
November 9-11 

-9th – 
Grace & I had chicken dinner at the Methodist 
Church last evening - a darned good chicken 
dinner for a church dinner, at that. 
Trial of Weyland v Weyland, divorce. 
Concluded appeal in the case of “In re estate of F. 
Matheson, deceased.” 

-10th – 
Sunday - at home. 

-11th - 
Armistice Day.  Another Sunday. 
Answering correspondence.  Am now getting 
letters from supporters for my nomination for 
Delegate - rather early but am glad to have them. 
Recd 5 bundles of Russian books from Petroff, 
Chief Intimation Ex. Bureau, Moscow, Soviet 
R.S.S.A. 

Diary 39, 1929 
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-12th – 
Paid my note at Behrends Bank. $61055.  I am 
pleased at the books I received yesterday from the 
Academy of Sciences, Leningrad - an Academy 
established by Catherine 1 - the wife of Peter the 
Great. 
They help to fill my list, which is still poorly filled, 
but getting better slowly. 

-13th – 
Same as usual in the office. 

-14th - 
Same as usual in office - preparing the Appeal in 
the Pond Case. 
Frank Afric assignee of laborers employed in the 
Admiralty Is. Coal Co. mines, brought suit today to 
foreclose liens amounting to nearly $4000, served 
Complaint on me as V.P. of Company. 
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-15th - 
Same as usual in office. 
I have a month yet in which to complete the appeal 

in the case of Goldstein v Pond, so I shall go to 
Haines to attend the meeting of the Alaska Native 
(Indian) Brotherhood which meets there next week. 
I will present the matter of organizing the suit of the 
Tlingit and Haida Indians in S.E. Alaska, to recover 
from the united states the value of the lands taken 
from these Indians by the U.S. without any 
payment or compensation therefore.  I shall ask 
them to appoint a Committee to assist in the matter 
& sign a contract to pay myself & Paul as their 
attorney a fee of fifteen per cent upon what we can 
recover. 

Diary 39, 1929 
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-16- 
Trial Brown V Territory: Rustgard for Ter- civil 
case. 
Politics is (are) warming up.  I am told Rustgard will 
go to Washington, D.C. soon to organize support 
from the Hoover administration.  But I cannot credit 
the report.  However I shall write to Dan to keep an 
eye on him while there & try to discover of anything 
like that is attempted. 
Left Juneau about midnight on the SS. “Queen” to 
attend the grand camp convention of the Alaska 
Native Brotherhood at Haines. 

-17th - 
Our boat has 100 or more S.E. Alaska Indians on 
board bound for Haines, where we arrived at noon 
today. 
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-17th continued - 
Much trouble to get a room, but finally got a good 
bed in a good room at the Presbyterian Orphans 
Home, presided over by a good woman - an aged 
maiden lady - Mifs Jackson.  In my room are two 
good beds; one of which I occupy and the other is 
occupied by Rev. Sam. G. Davis, Indian, 
missionary, and a fine good man: the Paul 
brothers, Wm L. and Louis, occupy the two beds in 
the adjoining - connected room.  We are well 
satisfied.  I have my meals with the house staff - 
and am greatly pleased!  Attended church – 
Presbyterian - tonight.  It was conducted by the 
Native Brotherhood Mr. Davis [?] - Paul presided - 
the Indian choir gave excellent music to a large 
audience of Indians. 
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-18th - 
Rev Bromley and Rev. Wagoner escorted me 
(Presbyterian Ministers) to the ancient Chilkat town 
of Klukwan, 22-1/2 miles north of Haines today.  It 
is the ancient home of the old Chilkats, and has yet 
some old houses of the ancient type - and some 
rare interior carvings & paintings, and the old chief 
has the fine collection of rare knives, etc. which 
have been handed down from one chief to another.  
The old town is decaying and falling down.  On the 
street I noticed three small iron cannon which once 
belonged to some Russian gunboat.  Rusted & 
disreputable. I got very  cold on our return trip and 
am still suffering with a chill tonight. 

Diary 39, 1929 
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-19th - 
A telegraphic dispatch has been received at Ft. Wm 
H. Seward today announcing the death of the 
Secretary of War, my friend James W. Good, 
formerly Representative from Iowa, with whom I 
served on the Com. of Ter.  He was always a good 
friend of Alaska and aided me in securing 
legislation for this Territory.  I am sorry to hear of 
his death.  He was a good, active man & his death 
will be a loss to the country.  

I spoke to the Brotherhood convention tonight for 
2 hours on the project of requesting Congress to 
pass an Act authorizing the Tlingit & Haida Indians 
of Alaska to bring a suit against the U.S. in the 
Court of Claims to recover the value of their lands, 
hunting grounds, fishery rights 
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taken by the United States after the sale of the 
Russian dominion over Alaska in 1867, and sold.  
No Treaty was ever made by Alaska Indians with 
the U.S. and no transfer of their title to the U.S.  
The Indian title was never extinguished.  The great 
audience of Indians listened most attentively as I 
explained the situation - young Johnson, an Indian 
from Klawock acted as interpreter & translated my 
English into Tlingit rapidly - and Paul says most 
accurately.  After my talk was over the natives 
talked & asked me for many explanations, which I 
gave them.  The Convention then elected a 
Committee of 5 to consult with me about further 

proceedings tomorrow. 
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-20th - 
The Committee of 5, from the Brotherhood 
Convention and I had a session this forenoon and 
after asking many more questions, and 
explanations, they asked me to assist them in 
preparing a report for them to present to the 
convention - which I did.  They seem greatly 
interested and exhibit a shrewdness and careful 
attention to their own best interest that is gratifying 
to me.  I assume their report will be adopted and if 
so myself and Wm L. Paul will act as their attorneys 
- and I, at least, appreciate that it will be a long 
hard job.  The cannon at the post has fired every 
half hour all day - and is now firing the final salute 
of 19 guns in honor of the dead Secretary of the 
War Department. 

Diary 39, 1929 
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-20-continued. 
I was asked to act as one of the Judges at the 
oratorical contest tonight at the Brotherhood 
Convention - 7 boys and girls competed.  They 
were from 14 to 18 years of age - 3 girls and 4 
boys.  One girl from the home did very well & she 
recited “The Rebel” - the story of a patriots cow 
stolen by Lord Cornwallis soldiers - and she did 
very well but fell into a monologue manner of 
speaking though she had a wonderful memory. 
These boys won the prize - their voices were 
strong - clear and well modulated.  The boy who 
won the first prize was from Klawock.  I find they 
are very much interested in Education & I think Wm 
L. Pauls ready manner of speaking etc has 
powerfully impressed the scholars in the Indian 
schools. 

Diary 39, 1929 
November 21 

-21st - 
The Alaska Native Brotherhood had the matter of 
contract, etc. and appointment of a Committee of 
five as Trustees to act with the Attorneys, etc.   
Much inquiry & some controversy has arisen over 
the terms of my proposed contract and this 
afternoon I was called before the Convention and 
asked to explain the terms of the agreement.  My 
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explanation was satisfactory, though two 
amendments were suggested, which I accepted: 
with these agreed to, the Convention, on a 
personal roll call, unanimously approved the 
contract and agreed to sign it when rewritten with 
the amendments included.  They had a “Sisterhood 
Evening” tonight - a big chicken dinner & a swell 
ladies function 

Diary 39, 1929 
November 21 

21 
in the Hall - signing, speaking etc. all conducted by 
Wm L. Paul as master of ceremonies!  “Billie” is a 
hale [half?] fellow well met with them.  He is 
quick at action, thought and organization - he 
keeps them moving, singing, talking - always 
interested.  He is a young, handsome, energetic 
graceful - and flatters them to the limit.  He is a real 
politician & the old folks are never neglected.  He 
talks the Tlingit tongue - his mother tongue, 
fluently, and is never at a loss for something to say 
- or to do. 
The Army boat, the “Fornance,” belonging to Ft. 
Wm H. Seward , will go to Juneau early in the 
morning & I have permission to go on her. 

Diary 39, 1929 
November 22-23 

-22nd – 
The SS. “Fornance” blew her whistle at 130 a.m. 
and I caught the boat at the Army post wharf, and 
left Haines for Juneau.  The boat ran into Barlow 
cove, on the East side of Admiralty Island, and put 
off a hunting party of officers from the Post - to 
hunt duck - and we arrived in Juneau at 1 oclock.  
When I got home I found Grace was giving a party 
- an afternoon at home - & playing bridge - 28 
ladies present & having a high time. 

-23rd - 
Worked in the office as usual. 
Everything ok – mail - political news satisfactory. 

Diary 39, 1929 
November 24 

-24th - 
Sunday:  In my mail is a copy of a letter which 
Sutherland sent me of a letter he wrote to Mrs. 
John Rustgard in answer to one of her letters 
announcing “our” candidacy”.  Dan told her he 
would support me because the Empire & its friends 
were supporting John.  I think her personal letter 
campaign was - or is - a failure.  Several letters 

from friends in Fairbanks & Anchorage - all helpful 
and friendly.  Also letter from Will Steel, from 
Seattle.  He sends me copies of my picture.  I look 
as old & hooked nosed as the Pharaoh-of the-
Exodus. see copy on the next page 

Diary 39, 1929 
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-25th - 
Busy in the office - law & politics.  Nothing of great 
importance. 

Diary 39, 1929 
November 26 

-26th - 
Wm L. Paul was reelected President of the Alaska 
Native Brotherhood - thus breaking up the 
Rustgard scheme of electing Frank Peratrovich.  
The plan was to oust Paul and turn the Indian 
votes to Rustgard, etc.  The vote was four to one 



for Paul. 
Busy in the office with law work.  Also wrote  

letters to political friends in Fairbanks.  The 
“Northwestern” went into Haines and brought away 
the delegates from the A.N.B: Wm L. Paul went to 
Sitka on one of the Indian boats.  Louis J. his 
brother came into see me.  Says everything went 
very satisfactory.  Rev. Waggoner brought my 
forgotten razor shop. 

Diary 39, 1929 
November 27 

-27th - 
Charles E. Taylor, my brother in law, an attorney at 
Fairbanks, writes that Rustgard & Bunnell claim to 
have a photostat copy of a check signed by 
canneryman purporting to pay me $15,000. for 
services in the matter of trap site leasing bill, etc. 
and will make a great and thunderous noise about 
it at the last moment of the campaign.  Well! Of 
course they have no such check - but I think I will 
tell the truth about that matter & tell it first - so there 
will be no chance for their “roorback” to make a 
noise like thunder! 

Diary 39, 1929 
November 28 

-28th - 
Thanksgiving Day.  Worked in the office preparing 
Assignment of Errors in Pond Case. 
Dinner - Mike Sullivan, Wolland the tailor, & “Larry” 
Sullivan with us.  Finished reading biography of 
Queen Elizabeth of England. 
My opponents are threatening to make a big 
attack, politically, on me because of my 
employment by the Cannery interests to draft the 
Fish trap site law, & now they are trembling with 
anger because I have been employed by the 
Indians to recover from the U.S. the value of the 
Indian Lands in Alaska!  I just wonder what they 
will discover against me next. 

Diary 39, 1929 
November 29- 
December 2 

-29th – 
Same as usual in the office. 

-30th – 
Court called the docket today.  Setting cases for 
trial, etc. 

-Dec. 1st – 
Sunday. at home all day. 

-Dec. 2.- 
Paying my bills.  Wm L. Paul in town - take dinner 

with me.  Had a good visit with Paul at our dinner - 
we talked politics, etc. etc.  He wants to be a 
candidate for the Legislature but is doubtful 
whether he can win out in the election or not.  He 
promises to support me strongly for delegate, with 
his Indian voters. 

Diary 39, 1929 
December 3 

-Dec. 3rd - 
Paul went to the Empire with the story of the suit to 
recover value for the Indian land & they gave him a 
fine story! 
 
[clipping] 

INDIANS PLAN  
SUITS AGAINST  
UNITES STATES 

A.N.B. Employs Judge 
Wickersham and Others  

to Initiate Actions 
Suits against the Federal Government are 

contemplated by the Alaska Native Brotherhood 
seeking to recover compensation for certain rights 
claimed to have been held at one time by Alaska 
Indians but which have passed into other hands.  
Millions of dollars are understood to be at stake in 
the proposed actions which involve lands, fishing 
streams and waters, hunting and trapping grounds, 
forests and mineral lands. 

This was made known here officially today by 
William L. Paul, President of the Brotherhood, who 
with Mrs. Paul and Judge James Wickersham, 
local attorney, former delegate to Congress and 
candidate for the Republican nomination to 
succeed the present Delegate, has been retained 
to conduct the legal battle it is intended to wage. 

Must Get Permission 
Before any suit can be initiated against the 

United States, however, it will be necessary for 
Congress to grant legislative authority for such 
action.  This is fully realized by the Indian leaders, 
Mr. Paul said.  In order to obtain it, a measure has 
been prepared authorizing the Brotherhood to file 
the suits.  It is planned to have Delegate 
Sutherland introduce this bill at the current session 
of Congress. 
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At its convention at Haines, recently, the Indian 
organization adopted a resolution authorizing the 
employment of the three individuals mentioned and 
agreeing to finance the necessary costs including 
certain traveling expenses.  It is understood the 
money will be raised by assessments against the 
individual members of the Brotherhood. 

Claims are Dispossessed 
It is contended by the Brotherhood, through its 

leaders, that the Indians were in possession, 
during the days of Russian ownership of Alaska, of 
vast fishing, hunting trapping, mineral and other 
rights.  And that the lands occupied by them 
including tidelands as well as forested areas, were 
recognized as theirs by right by the Russian 
Government. 

The acquisition of the Territory by the United 
States, it is held by them, merely transferred 
sovereignty and ownership of unoccupied or 
unappropriated lands and resources, but did not 
deprive the Indians of any right they had held 
under Russian rule.  They further content that 
Congress, itself, has upon occasion, recognized 
these rights, but that in the passage of years most, 
if in fact not all, of them have been taken away and 
are now held by others with the consent and 
support of the Government.  Payment for those so 
lost will be sought in the suits. 

Appoint Political Committee 
 
At the Haines convention a political committee,  

composed of six Grand Presidents and the present 
head of the Brotherhood, was created.  Its 
purpose, in diplomatic phraseology, is to peruse 
the platforms, study the credentials and records of 
the several candidates for office of both political 
parties, and advise the members of the 
organization for whom to vote. 

Diary 39, 1929 
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The Circuit Court of Appeals, S.F. has reversed 
Judge Harding in the Contempt Case, to the great 
delight of Paul, Roden & myself. 
 
[clipping] 

COURT APPEALS 
SAYS PAUL WAS 

NOT IN CONTEMPT 
Circuit Judges Reverse 

Judge Harding in Famous 
Ketchikan Contempt Case 

SAN FRANCISCO, Dec. 3.- The United States 
Circuit Court of Appeals reversed the order of the 
District Court of the First Division of Alaska for 
adjudging William L. Paul, Ketchikan attorney, 
guilty of contempt of court on two counts.  The 
court was acting on an appeal of Paul from the 
District Court.  Paul had represented to the Court in 
behalf of a client that the latter had been deprived 
of his property in the Commissioner’s Court at 
Craig, without due process of law, representing 
that he had been arrested for illegal fishing and 
that the District Attorney had threatened that if he 
did not plead guilty and pay a fine his boat and 
other equipment would be confiscated. 

Judge Justin W. Harding, who had been the 
District Attorney complained of, charged that Paul 
had made untrue statements in behalf of his client, 
in his petition for a writ of review in the case, and 
was guilty of contempt therefore.  Paul was 
sentenced to serve 35 days in jail or pay a fine of 
$75.  The second count involved statements, 
alleging to be untrue in an affidavit of prejudice 
filed by Paul in seeking trial before another Judge 
in the same case.  Judge Harding held Paul to be 
in contempt 
and ordered that he pay a fine of $100 or serve 50 
days in jail. 
“It would certainly be an innovation of law, the 
Circuit Court pointed out, in an opinion handed 
down, “if an attorney could be summarily punished 
for contempt whenever a statement made by him in 
behalf of his client after investigation turned out 
untrue.” 

-4th - 
Appealed the case of Goldstein & Simpson v E.P. 
Pond, et al. this day. 
Filed my appeal papers & the case is enroute.  It is 
a close case but I think ought to be reversed on the 



facts - & probably on the law points involved. 

Diary 39, 1929 
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-5th – 
Busy getting cases appealed and in rewriting the 
Contract with the Indians for brining the suit against 
the U.S. 

-6th - 
Same as yesterday - receiving many letters about 
politics.  Sutherland also writes that he is receiving 
many - that all are favorable to me - & that he will 
soon begin writing to his particular friends in the 
most distant precincts urging them to support me. 
Have just read “Mottleys Life of Catherine I,” in 
whom I am greatly interested.  Sutherland sent me 
Mottley from the Library of Congress - borrowed it 
for me for a month. 

Diary 39, 1929 
December 7-9 

-7th – 
A beautiful clear morning - snow on the ground, no 
clouds in the sky - truly a Tanana day.  Same as 
usual in the office. 

-8th – 
Read Voltaires “Candide,” - illustrated by Rockwell 
Kent.  Copying notes & body from Mettleys Life of 
Catherine I.  The volumes were sent to me by 
Sutherland, from the Congressional Library, Wash. 
D.C. and must be returned immediately. 

-9th - 
Taku wind blowing - clear & cold.  In the office as 
usual.  Am writing fully to Sutherland about Act to 
permit the S. Alaska Indians to bring suit in 

Diary 39, 1929 
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the Court of Claims to recover value of their fishing 
places, homes, hunting grounds and other 
properties taken by the U.S. 

-10- 
Taku wind blowing - clear and cold. 
Sent night-letter to Paul asking him to send me by 
first mail his ideas of what we need in Republican 
platform on Alaska fisheries. 

-11- 
Same damned Taku wind blowing - blew two 
window lights out of my house.  Otherwise the 
world seems as good as ever.   

- 11th continued - 
Meeting of Admiralty Is. Coal Co. stockholders in 
my office tonight to hear Recks report on his visit to 
Seattle for money - he did not get it! 

Diary 39, 1929 
December  

12th [11th ] – continued. 
John Reck, Pres. 1st Nat. Bank and Treasurer of 
Admiralty Is. Coal Company made a general report 
about his visit to Seattle & Tacoma trying to finance 
or sell the Ad. Is. Coal Co. - said prospect of selling 
to Perkins of Tacoma, - may be to some Seattle 
Cannerymen - nothing definite. 
Joe Care & others objected to selling & wanted to 
gather up $15,000 & work the property. $8,000 was 
offered.  I to take $500 of it.  Reck stated publicly 
that all the note I once indorsed was paid but 
$700.00.  General talk & stockholders adjourned. 

-12th - 
Same as usual in the office – busy. 
Will have Father & Mrs. Kashevaroff to dinner this 
evening.  Good dinner & a pleasant evening in the 
library. 

Diary 39, 1929 
December 13-14 

-13th – 
Busy as usual in the office. 
My political opponents are beginning a war of 
extermination! - but I will get around to the matter 
soon. 

-14th  
Busy in office - other matters quiet.  Grace sending 
out Christmas cards & presents to the family. 
On Friday evening - the 13th, Messrs. Allen, 
Henrichsen, Kingman, Torkelson & myself met in 
my office to arrange for loaning C.H. Ashley, one of 
our co-owners in the group of quartz mining claims 
at the Taku river - across the Taku [Tulsequah} 
river from the Alaska-Juneau group: we agreed to 
deposit a note for $300. in the First National Bank, 
signed by us and Harry Stonehouse, & permit 

Diary 39, 1929 
December 14 

14 
Ashby to draw $50.00 per month for six months: we 
prepared the note & all six of us signed it.- Today 
Allen and Ashby took the note to the Bank. Reck, 
president, started to carry out the loan - but Post, 
cashier, objected & said that Metzger, Supt. of the 
Alaska Juneau mines, and a director in the bank 
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had instructed not to lend any money for the Ashby 
use - saying “Let him come to the office of the 
Mining Company where he can get money if he 
wants it.”  Poor Ashby is weak & easily “worked,” 
and it is evident to all of us that Metzgers plan is to 
loan Ashby small sums on his interest in the mines 
we own & merely acquire his interest - or a lien on 
it - whereby to run our joint 

Diary 39, 1929 
December 14-15 

14 
opportunity to sell the mines as a whole - & enable 
the Alaska-Juneau to get into possession, even on 
Ashbys interest & prevent us from selling to any 
other purchaser in the spring at an advanced price.  
Of course we will not secure a lone from the 
Behrends bank - or put up the money personally.  
Evidently the A-J. & Metzger must think our group 
is a valuable one! 

-15th - 
Sunday - mail in this morning.  Recd. a copy of the 
opinion of the Circuit Court of Appeals in the Paul 
Contempt Case.  It is written by Judge Wilbur, the 
new Circuit Court Judge & is fairly well done - & 
fully in our favor on every point.  I am more than 
ever pleased with 
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my Brief in that case.  The Court followed my 
argument on every point! 

-16th – 
Sunday – readin, writin & restin. 

-17th - 
Busy in office: nothing exciting. 
I am writing a letter to Steward Edward White, 
author of Burlingame, Cal. in commendation of his 
article entitled “Kidding Ourselves Along, printed in 
the Saturday Evening Post, of Dec 14, 1927, & 
sending him copy of a Resolution adopted by the 
Alaska Native Brotherhood at its Convention at 
Haines, on Nov. 25, expressing the same idea for 
saving the Alaska salmon, as that in Whites article. 
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-18th – 
Busy in the office. nothing exciting. We have had a 
beautiful week of clear & cold weather moderating 
today - fine winter.  I am advised the Dept. of 
Justice is looking into Judge Hardings action in the 

Paul Contempt case getting the whole record - 
brief, etc.  Harding is scared stiff!  Its a good thing, 
for he was mean & deserves to be scared. 

-19th - 
Am advised that Pegues, assistant Editor for years 
of the Juneau Empire, the most vicious Democrat 
in Alaska, is to go to Fairbanks to run Capt. 
Lothrop’s paper the News-Miner - he goes Jany 1, 
at $5000. a year. Another Bi-Partisan newspaper 
owned by a Republican - edited by a Democrat. 

Diary 39, 1929 
December 20-21 

-20th – 
A busy day in the Office. 
Stroller White asked me to write a statement of 
explanation of the Indian Suit to recover the value 
of their properties taken by the U.S. in S.E. Alaska, 
&I have done so. 

-21st - 
Busy in office - also sending out copies of todays 
Strollers Weekly which contains my interview about 
the Indian Suit, etc.  Writing letter to Dan about his 
idea of what a platform should contain - also same 
to Paul. 
Auditor Cash Cole is having a row with Rustgard 
about Agri. College which will not make any report 
to Cole as Auditor about how the Terri. 
Appropriations are expended. 

Diary 39, 1929 
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21 
[clipping] 

WICKERSHAM EXPLAINS  
INDIAN SUIT FILED 

Leading Attorney For Plaintiffs 
Tells of Early Conditions on 

Which Suit is Based 
Realizing that considerable interest is being 

manifested in the late suit filed by Attorney James 
Wickersham and W.L. Paul in behalf of the Indians 
residing in Southeastern Alaska, the object of the 
suit being to recover from the United States 
government for dispossessing of the Indians of 
rights to which, it is alleged they were entitled to 
hold under the Russian regime, which rights were 
denied them when America secured possession of 
Alaska, Judge Wickersham was requested to give 
a statement of the case and cause of the suit being 



filed which he did as follows: 
“The Tlingit and Haida Indians, residing in 

Southeastern Alaska, when the Russians first 
settled here to trade in furs, owned homes, 
fisheries, hunting grounds and other properties and 
maintained a system of rules and customs for their 
protection and government. Their villages of great 
community houses, before which stood high, 
carved and painted totem poles, extended from 
Yakutat and Klukwan to those along Dixon’s 
Entrance on the south. 

“There were about 7,000 Indians in that area;  
they lived in permanent villages; were fishermen, 
boat builders, carvers, blanket makers; had fixed 
properly rights, well understood by all, and 
respected by the tribes as well as individuals.  The 
Russian fur traders always respected and 
protected these Indian property rights, and were 
forbidden by Russian law to interfere with or 
destroy them.  When the United States purchased 
Alaska in 1867, it agreed with Russia to 
acknowledge and protect the Indians in their rights 
of property.  No treaty or agreement of any kind 
had ever been made by the Russians to quiet or 
purchase the Indian properties, and none has since 
been made by the United States.  Our government 
just assumed to own the lands and properties of 
the Indians in Alaska, and has gone on as an 
assumed owner to sell the same to its citizens. 
Their homes, fisheries, hunting grounds, etc. have 
been either reserved for sale in forest reserve, or 
sold to white settlers for salmon cannery sites, 
townsites, homesteads, mines, or such other uses 
as the government wished.  The Indians have not 
been consulted in any way about these sales. 

“It has been the universal and just rule of the 
United States from the date of the establishment of 
our government in 1776, to make treaties with all 
the Indian tribes in the west, and pay them a fair 
price for their Indian titles and lands.  But no such 
treaty or settlement was ever made with Alaska 
Indians. 

“Our Alaska Indians, cannot, and do not desire to 
recover these lands and property rights, so taken 

from them by the government, but only ask for just 
payment for them by the United States, as they 
actually owned and occupied them when our 
government took such properties from them for 
sale to our white people. 

“To secure payment for such property rights, the 
Indians must, first persuade congress to pass a law 
permitting them to bring a suit against the United 
States in the Court of Claims, in Washington, D.C.  
Second, bringing such suit and prove their 
ownership and the value of their property rights so 
taken, and, third, thereupon the United States 
Court of Claims will give such a judgment as to the 
law and the facts will warrant for the value of the 
property taken. 

“Congress passed several acts within the last  
two years authorizing similar suits from California , 
Oregon, Washington and Idaho - and such suits 
are now pending in the Court of Claims.  
Application will be made to congress to pass an act 
authorizing the Southeastern Alaska Indians to 
bring such a suit to recover from the United States 
the value of their properties so taken from them by 
the United States without condescension.  If that 
act is passed and becomes a law, and 
if they gain a judgment in their favor for these 
properties, the government will pay these 
Southeastern Alaska Indians the amount of that 
judgment, and the money will be spent in Alaska.  
Such a suit and 
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[clipping continued] 
judgment will not affect in any way any title to 
property held by the United States or its white 
citizens in Alaska, for the Indians can only recover, 
if anything, a money judgment against the United 
States for the value of their property.  The bigger 
that judgment is, the more money the Indians will 
have to spend in Alaska stores.” 
 
[clipping] 
From the statement made elsewhere in this paper 
by Judge James Wickersham, the claims of the 
Indians of Southeastern Alaska against the United 
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States government for being dispossessed of their 
inalienable rights to life, liberty and the pursuit of 
happiness are well founded. 

-22nd – 
The shortest day of the year - and now the days 
will begin to lengthen. Spent the day quietly – 
Sunday - writing letters etc. 

-23rd – 
As usual in the Office - am about caught up with 
my correspondence. Nothing unusual - just busy at 
work. 

-24th - 
Busy working on my political Announcement & 
Platform as a candidate for Delegate to Congress.  
I think I have it thought out to suit and I now desire 
to write it so carefully that there will be but one 

Diary 39, 1929 
December 24-25 

24 
meaning in each phrase.  I think the best way, 
always in such papers is to make them clear in 
phraseology so my opponents may not find a 
hidden meaning which I did not intend. 

-25th - 
Christmas Day - and a real white Christmas day at 
that.  Six inches of snow and the trees all 
festooned with white – its a typically beautiful day 
for Christmas.  We had a beautiful dinner table - a 
small tree lit by small electric bulbs & trimmings of 
holly with red berries everywhere.  Grace’s sister & 
Lucille Hunt both send us the holly leaves and 
berries, also a splendid turkey dinner. 

Diary 39, 1929 
December 26-28 

-26- 
Finished my Announcement and Platform - but I 
shall now submit it to a few friends for criticism & 
suggestions, - though I shall probably not accept 
either! 

-27- 
Rewrote some features of my Platform & made 
new copy. 

-28- 
Same as usual in the office.  Letter from Paul 
saying Will Steel is in Ketchikan - will probably be 
here on next boat - am glad for I want his 
assistance in relation to my Platform - first, his 
approval - or suggestion & second his assistance & 

suggestion in publishing and distribution. 

Diary 39, 1929 
December 28-29 

28th continued. 
Grace & I had dinner with Mrs. Tilden & Mrs. 
Tupper this evening, also Mr. & Mrs. Stevens & a 
Mifs Heath, the Governors assistant Secretary. 

I am just now concluding the book “Henry VIII,”  
by Hackett and am enjoying the beheadings, 
murders, marriages, divorces, heart aches, 
religious discussion, etc. etc. of old degenerate 
Henry!  What a moron to be a King of England. 

-29th - 
Sunday.  We had Mr. & Mrs. Ganty, of Skagway, to 
dinner.  They enjoyed an hour in my library.  I think. 

Diary 39, 1929 
December 30-31 

-30th – 
Working in the office.  I feel that I must go to 
Seattle soon & have an operation for the removal 
of my prostate gland - it is squeezing the canal 
from my bladder so the flow of urine is slow, and 
the urine content is breaking down, and I fear evil 
consequences will result if the opening is not free 
soon.  It is my only weak spot, physically - but just 
one too many at that. 

-31st - 
Recd. $500.00 from the Cleary Hill Alaska Mining 
Co. for extension of lease & option to buy my 1/4 
interest in 9 quartz mining claims on the Goessman 
Group at Fairbanks. 

Diary 39, 1929 
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31 
Charley Taylor made the option for me, and 
retained $50.00 for his services - leaving me $450. 
net.  The option is for $4000. in I year. 

Will Steel came home last night & we have been 
talking politics most of the day.  In the event of my 
election as Delegate to Congress he has agreed to 
go with me as Secretary! 
Senator Steel took dinner with me & after dinner 
we discussed my platform.  He thought my plank 
No. 3 in my tentative platform, would not be readily 
understood, & urged him to make it more general 
so as not to create a mistaken idea.  I will think it 
over carefully. 



Diary 39, 1930 
January 1-2 

January 1st 1930. 
A beautiful sunny day! 
Writing to Darrell & Jane.  Also rewriting part of my 
political platform trying to meet the objections of 
Senator Steel. 

Grace is to have some friends to dinner - 
including Mr. W. G. Smith. Mrs. Martin, Miss Ann 
Coleman, Miss Sallie Shafer & W.G.S.  A good 
dinner & a jollie evening listening to Ann talk. 
If she could any write as animatedly as she can 
talk - it would be a “best seller,” for she is a wonder 
to talk. 

-Jan. 2nd - 
Paying monthly & other bills - talking politics with 
my friends, and answering correspondence. 

Diary 39, 1930 
January 3-7 

-3rd – 
[pamphlet] 

 



Alaska State Library – Historical Collections                                                                                   Diary of James Wickersham  
MS 107 BOX 6  DIARY 39                                                                                                                                                       October 1, 1928 through May 15, 1930 

 
Opening a New Country 

—along the Logical Air Route to Asia 
ALASKA and the Yukon have long wanted to share 
their scenic wonders and beauties, their delightful 
summer climate, their winter sports, their fishing 
and wild game, their opportunities and even their 
wealth with the people "outside."  They have now 
caught the vision and have seen the logical way 
within the means of the great motoring public in the 
two other countries, to the south and even Mexico 
and beyond farther southward. 

This vision is the proposed International Highway 
connecting United States, Canada, and Alaska — a 
project that will give to millions a new playground 
and will serve as the logical airplane route between 
America and Asia. 

Thus the organization of the International 
Highway Association, with headquarters at 
Fairbanks, heart of Alaska. This association was 
formed to secure cooperative governmental action 
from the United States and Canada in order that 
the frontier territories of these countries may have 
an opportunity to give to the motoring millions of 
their countrymen, who throng the congested 
highways of travel, a glimpse of the grandeur of the 
great "outdoors" of the North, and the scenic sights 
of these. 

We have recently witnessed the passage of the 
first vehicle over the future course of the 
International Highway.  Those valiant fliers, Cramer 
and Gamble, have blazed the air trail over the 
International Airway.  More planes will follow soon. 
Within a brief space of time a mail route is certain 
to be in operation.  The ribbon of the Highway will 
be an essential guide.  The necessary gas, oil and 
equipment must come over an automobile road.  
There must be emergency landing fields. 

The International Highway lies on the inevitable 
air route to Asia. Certainly these 
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are great days, and great are those things that are 
to come. 

The whole modern world is on wheels.  In the 
United States and Canada there are at least 
20,000,000 car owners. Utility and pleasure, seated 
side by side, are only one turn of the wheels behind 
the construction crew.  Having crisscrossed the 
United States and Canada, east, west, north, and 
south. they scan the horizon for a "newhere" to go.  
The great "newhere" is British Columbia, Yukon 
Territory and Alaska. 

In round numbers it is 2000 miles from Seattle, 
Washington, to Fairbanks, Alaska. From Seattle to 
Vancouver generally paralleling the shores of 
Puget Sound, with an industrial city every forty 
miles or so, you would travel through wonderful 
forests of fir and cedar. Over highways already 
constructed, northward the course of travel would 
take you through the impressive canyon of the 
Fraser River. Bearing westerly through a country 
splashed with lakes and fed by streams alive with 
trout, Lillooet and Prince George fade in the 
distance, and Hazelton, the ancient camp site of a 
savage tribe of Indians whose totem poles still 
stand, would register you 1000 miles on the way. 

Of the next thousand miles there is required a 
total of only seven hundred miles of new 
construction work to reach Fairbanks.  Match the 
original cost of Alaska dollar for dollar and the feat 
will be accomplished! Road materials are right at 
hand — thus, a lower cost per mile for construction.

The road- will probably follow near the line of the 
old Telegraph Trail, a line of historic interest for it 
marks the path of those valiant pioneers who 
attempted in the late sixties to build a telegraph line 
to Asia and Europe and were defeated only by the 
success of the Great Eastern in laying the Atlantic 
cable. 

At Telegraph Creek, 1200 miles from Seattle, the 
motorist would reach the head of navigation on the 
Stikine River and find a thriving outpost of hunters, 
traders, and trappers, who flourish in one of the 
world's greatest game regions.  Atlin, on beautiful 
Lake Atlin, one of the principal sources of 
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the mighty Yukon, already a notable resort reached 
by steamer from Carcross, would next extend 
hospitality to those who would find themselves 
1350 miles from the metropolis of Puget Sound. 

After leaving Whitehorse, famed for its 
treacherous rapids which took the lives and outfits 
of so many prospectors during the gold rush, 
Dawson would be reached. This city, the capital of 
the Yukon Territory, is the center of the Klondike 
Gold Fields rich in story of the days of '98. 

Here the Yukon would be seen and crossed by 
ferry.  Across the Forty-mile section to the 
International Boundary and down the Tanana 
Valley through the very heart of Alaska, the way will 
lead to the Richardson Highway.  At this point one 
would be 70 miles from Fairbanks, the metropolis 
of Interior Alaska.  Two hours more and the journey 
of 2000 miles would be completed. 

You would not have come to the end of the trail 
but to the point of departure for Circle on the Yukon 
over the Steese Highway, a distance of 162 miles, 
or for Chitina on the Richardson Highway, 328 
miles, to connect with the Copper River and North-
western Railroad, or for Valdez on Prince William 
Sound, the terminus of the Alaska Railroad which 
has Seward on Resurrection Bay, a distance of 471 
miles, for its ocean terminus. (But Fairbanks does 
not depend upon auto and train alone for 
transportation. From its flying field, you can take 
passage to any center of population in the 
Territory). 

Fairbanks will hold you not for a day or two but 
for a fortnight. In an hour's drive you could see half 
a dozen monster dredges digging out the gold for 
which this section has been famous since the days 
of 1904. You could visit the "Fathest North College" 
in the world.  You would take a few days for a trip 
by rail to McKinley National Park and eventually a 
connecting road will be built direct to the park; 
other roads to the Alaska cities and mining camps 
would certainly follow. You will see a country with 
its farms, its mines, and its schools making good. 
Imbibing the spirit of youth and the freedom of the 
great "outdoors," you will get a new perspective on 

this great northern 
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frontier and on your return trip you will have even a 
new perspective on life. 

The canyons of the northern Rockies, the main 
Alaska range and Mt. McKinley, the highest 
mountain on the north America] continent, the great 
bands of migratory caribou, the hunting, the fishing, 
the charm o a pioneer country can hardly be 
described Words are inadequate. All these are to bi 
seen and experienced. We are trying to place them 
within your reach, to let you feel the charm and the 
lure of the Yukon and Alaska. 

If the governments of the United States and 
Canada will appropriate an amount equal to ten 
cents for every individual resident therein, the 
International Highway will be a boulevard to and 
through the world's greatest unexploited auto play-
ground. The amount suggested will build and 
maintain it for a period of ten years and will equip it 
with convenient and modern lodges. 

What transportation facilities have done for 
development of natural resources needs no 
explanation and what it will do for Alaska, Yukon 
Territory, and British Columbia can be illustrated 
better than it can be told.  If men with packs on 
their backs can: toil through vast swamps, across 
endless plains to the summits of unnamed 
mountain ranges and on and on, and with primitive 
methods of working, dig up and bring back 
millions— what will transportation do? 

This Highway will give to more of the people of 
the United States and Canada a - chance to visit 
and learn to know the North, and it will mean a new 
outlet for closer contact and a greater expansion 
for the people of Alaska.  The International High-
way will be the key unlocking a mighty empire. 

It should be kept in mind that, so far as the British 
Columbia end of the project is concerned, this 
proposed highway is no new thing.  The route it 
follows has already been incorporated in the 
construction program of the Province.  It is a part of 
the proposed provincial highway which is to extend 
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from Vancouver to the Yukon Territory. About 800 
miles of road, from Vancouver to a point about 30 
miles north of Hazelton, has al- 
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ready been constructed.  This construction, 
occurring practically entirely within the last 10 or 12 
years, will undoubtedly continue.  The ordinary 
processes of economic evolution causing the 
construction of roads from one developing resource 
to another will assure that. However, this is a slow 
process which will undoubtedly consume many 
years. 

And so the International Highway Association is 
merely trying to speed the development of a project 
that has already been conceived—to awaken our 
Canadian cousins to the importance of immediate 
construction, to inform them that we are quite will-
ing to bear a part of the cost of this construction 
and maintenance in any suitable way. 

The proposed Highway has already been 
endorsed by all the chambers of commerce of the 
Alaska towns, by the Seattle Chamber of 
Commerce, the British Columbia Board of Trade, 
and has the active support of the Automobile Club 
of Washington.  A Highway Association has been 
incorporated at Dawson, Y.T., and similar forward 
action is proposed in other Canadian towns along 
the proposed route.  The Alaska Delegate, Dan A. 
Sutherland. is vigorously behind the project.  Major 
Malcolm Elliott. president of the Alaska Road 
Commission, has given it his unqualified approval. 
A memorial, requesting that Congress appoint a 
commission to confer with the Canadian govern-
ment to secure international cooperation was 
unanimously passed by both houses of the Alaska 
Legislature, as was a bill appropriating $1500 to 
present this project to the world. 

Please get behind your local motor and aviation 
clubs, the national organizations with which they 
are affiliated and your Congressman or Members of 
Parliament asking them to endorse this proposed 
highway and airway. 

If you are a member of Congress or Parliament, 

won't you please study this project and give us your 
personal support and backing? More or specific 
information will gladly be furnished. 

In order to defray the actual expenses of the 
International Highway Association (strictly a non-
profit organization) and to tell our story to the world, 
stock is being 
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sold at $5.00 a share. A stock certificate is 
furnished all shareholders and will prove your 
interest in your Northern brothers and help your 
own countrymen enjoy this new playground. There 
is no limit as to the number of shares you may 
purchase! 

Men of great influence in Alaska and Canada are 
among the officers of the parent organization and 
each town in Alaska and Canada interested in the 
project may have a branch organization with local 
officers. 

We shall be highly appreciative of your moral and 
financial support. 

________________________ 
 

“* * The Pacific Highway, extending from Tia 
Juana, Mexico to the forty-ninth parallel, is proving 
to be a tremendous asset to the Pacific Coast 
states.  I have been wondering how we could take 
advantage of this immense traffic to a greater 
extent in British Columbia, and I think the solution 
lies in the extension of our roads in the north 
through the most suitable valleys to the Alaska 
boundary. 

“If our roads in Northern British Columbia were 
connected up with the Alaska boundary at a 
suitable point, this would not only open up a vast 
area to settlement in our country, but would greatly 
increase our tourist traffic through British Columbia. 
We have 120,000,000 people south of the line and 
a large number of these spend their holidays cm 
wheel, traveling about this continent. They have 
become somewhat surfeited with what there is to 
see, but to connect up Alaska with United States 
roads through British Columbia would open a vast 



new field for tourist traffic, and thousands of Amer-
icans would take advantage of the opportunity to 
drive to Alaska to visit that interesting part of their 
country.  Traveling through British Columbia back 
and forth, and they would prove to be a large 
source of revenue to this province. 

“In addition to that we would vastly increase our 
tourist traffic, and as an extra attraction. could 
advertise this as a trip to the 'Land of the Midnight 
Sun,' where they have nearly twenty-four hours of 
daylight during the tourist season. This advantage 
is not offered on any other tourist route on the 
whole of this continent and would be a special fea-
ture that would prove a great attraction.”—Premier 
Tolmie, quoted in The Vancouver Province.   

"I have just checked over your proposed 
highway-airway route between Hazelton. B. C. and 
Fairbanks. Alaska, and it is my opinion that if a 
highway is constructed according to your map with 
airports situated at convenient intervals along its 
course, the matter a safe, year-around airway 
between the United States and Alaska will have 
been solved. 

"Your proposed route, as outlined, will follow a 
northwesterly course from Hazelton, east of the 
Coast Ranger and will be protected from coastal 
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storms and fogs which complicate flying conditions 
along the seacoast. 

With your present airway between Fairbanks and 
Name, it remains but to connect Fairbanks with the 
United States as suggested by your association, 
when the American portion of the American-Asiatic 
Air Route will have been completed, after which 
only the selection of the best air route from the 
Bering strait to China and Japan is necessary to 
establish an air mail service between the two 
continents. 
"While there will undoubtedly be attempts made to 
fly from Hazelton to Fairbanks before completion of 
your highway project, still, I believe that any 
attempt to establish regular service between these 
places without established fields for landing and re-

fueling will prove too expensive and hazardous to 
make the proposition attractive from the standpoint 
of commercial aviation. 

“In conclusion, it is my firm belief that your 
proposed highway-airway project is both feasible 
and practical and it will be of great benefit to Alaska 
and the entire territory thru which it passes.  I hope 
you are successful in your work of impressing the 
peoples of both Canada and the United States with 
the importance of this undertaking, and that it may 
be hurried to completion." —Carl Ben Eielson of 
the International Highway Association, May 9, 
1929. 

ADVISORY BOARD 
HON. GEO. A. PARKS 

Governor of Alaska 
HON. DAN, A. SUTHERLAND 

Delegate to Congress 
CAPT. GEORGE BLACK, M.P. 

Yukon Territory 
COL. OTTO OHLSON 
Mgr. Alaska Railroad 
CHAS. D. GARFIELD 

Seattle C. of C. 
W. E. PAYNE 

Vancouver B. of T. 
HON. JAMES WICKERSHAM 

Juneau, Alaska 
MAJ. MALCOLM ELLIOTT 

Pres. Alaska R. Comm. 
ENGINEERING 

GEN. JAMES G. STEESE 
MAJ. MALCOLM ELLIOT 
ROBERT J. SOMMERS 

AERONAUTICS 
SIR HUBERT WILKINS 

COL. CARL B. EIELSON 
NOEL WIEN 

A. A. BENNETT 
R. H. MERRILL 

-3rd – 
A Taku wind raging. everything else is quiet - at 
least by comparison. 

-4th – 
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Busy in office. nothing exciting. just the usual 
number of friends to talk politics & letters from 
others - looks alright. 

-5th – 
Sunday.  At home all day reading 

-6th – 
Busy in the office - nothing exciting. 
Grace is addressing envelopes for carrying my 
Platform to voters in 2nd Division. 

-7th - 
I have this day written & mailed to Ed. H. 
Stroecker, in charge of the First National Bank, 
Fairbanks, 

Diary 39, 1930 
January 7 

7 
with copies to Senator Hess, to H.H. Ross, Chas. 
E. Taylor, Andrew Nerland - a letter urging him to 
appeal to the officials of the College to accept and 
comply with the Act of the last Legislature 
authorizing the Territorial Auditor to audit and allow 
claims & draw warrants for the expenses of the 
College, as he does for all other public institutions, 
& claims.  I waive the matter of the technical law 
points & put it on the sole ground that the failure to 
do so will cause prejudice & suspicion - that there 
is something to hide, some graft that they are 
afraid will be exposed. 
I have asked Charlie Taylor to write to me & give 
their reaction to the letter. 

Diary 39, 1930 
January 8-11 

-8th – 
Busy in the office.  Rustgard filed his declaratory 
statement as candidate for nomination at the 
primary election.  Received 36 copies of letters 
written by Sutherland to his friends near Nome, 
asking them to support me! 

-9th – 
Busy in the office & in court today. 

-10- 
Same as yesterday. 

-11th - 
In court today -  nothing important 
Have looked up Statute of Alaska in re filing 
declaratory statement by candidates for office:  Am 
satisfied that no one can run for office as 
“Independent,” except Delegate & members of 

Legislature!! 
This may be very important later. 

Diary 39, 1930 
January 12-14 

-12th – 
Sunday - but did a good day’s work in the office 
studying important law points.  No one around to 
bother! 

-13th – 
Big mail on last nights boat.  Letters from Darrell - 
he sent me $200. for my campaign fund! but I will 
pay our taxes with it & use my own money for 
political purposes!  Am getting my platform finished 
at Stroller’s Weekly office. 

-14th - 
While the SS. Alameda was at the wharf today - 
going south. Harry Cribb, Doussac & other 
Anchorage men came up to see me & promised 
me that majority etc. 
Am getting my platform printed.  Boner will file as 
Republican and will work with our political forces.  
Busy getting ready to go to Ketchikan. 

Diary 39, 1930 
January 15-16 

-15th – 
[Candidate for Delegate to Congress filing fee 
receipt] 
 
Filed my declaration of candidacy for the 
Nomination for Delegate to Congress at the 
Primary Election April 29th. 
Opposition to my candidacy is showing up.  Bob & 
Frank Peratovich Klawock natives are traveling at 
the expense of some one – Rustgard - boosting for 
him & trying to break up the Indian solidarity in 
voting. 

-16th - 
Pd. for stamped envelopes $172.66 and paid 
Stroller White for printing 12000 platforms - $72.50.  
Grace & Will Steel will send them out.  Those for 
Nome country ready & will be mailed tomorrow. 

Diary 39, 1930 
January 17 

-17th - 
[clipping] 
JUDGE WICKERSHAM ON SELF-GOVERNMENT 

Judge Wickersham’s “Platform Pledges” and 
“Part of Former Record” which make up a little 
pamphlet that he is circulating in the interest of his 



candidacy for the Republican nomination for 
Delegate to Congress are disappointing insofar as 
they relate to the question of a full Territorial form 
of government or home rule.  The Empire has had 
a lot to say during the last fifteen or sixteen years 
about Judge Wickersham’s record and what he 
was written and said on this question.  It has 
contended that he has either not been at heart a 
supporter of self-government or that he does not 
think clearly on the subject.  The pamphlet seems 
to support that position. 

The Empire has always insisted that the powers 
given the people of Alaska in the government 
provided by Judge Wickersham’s Organic Act were 
so meager, so much less than those given the 
people of the other Territories, that we have not 
real Home Rule, have not had it, and will not have 
it until Congress can be induced to give us what 
President Taft and President Wilson called the “full 
Territorial form of government.” 

In the Judge’s resume of his record he declares 
that he drew bills and secured their enactment into 
laws, among which was: 

2. The Organic Act of August 24, 1912, creating 
the Alaska Legislature and giving Home Rule to the 
people of Alaska. 

In the same list he claims credit for the 
enactment by Congress of: 

9. The Alaska Bone Dry Law, in response to a 
large majority of the electors of Alaska. 

If the Organic Act had provided real Home Rule 
for the people of Alaska it would not have been 
necessary to go to Congress to get a law 
regulating the liquor traffic.  The Territorial 
Legislature could have attended to it without the 
intervention of the National Legislature. 

Further, if we had got real Home Rule with the 
Organic Act it would not have been necessary for 
the Judge to promise “to support self-government 
in Alaska game, fur and fisheries.”  We would have 
self-government in that respect. 
And that suggests that the “platform pledge” 
regarding the fisheries would be stronger if it had 
been limited to the support of self-government in 

the premises.  If we should get that the elected 
representatives of the people in the Territorial 
Legislature would enact all the further legislation 
that would be necessary.  That would be far better 
than to have one man, even though he be the 
Delegate to Congress, to decide upon the details of 
fisheries legislation and beg Congress to put the 
decisions in the National statutes out of reach of 
the Territorial Legislature.  To make this point plain, 
we reprint the platform pledge regarding this 
subject: 

5. To support self-government in Alaska game, 
fur and fisheries; the better seeding of salmon 
streams; a more equal distribution of the burdens 
of conservation on all forms of fishing gear; that 
bona-fide residents of Alaska shall be allowed to 
take fish at all times and places for their own family 
use; that non-resident fishermen, their boats and 
gear, shall pay a higher license tax than resident 
fishermen; and the continuation of Government 
investigations of halibut, herring and other food fish 
in aid of their preservation and increase. 

This criticism does not apply, of course, to the  
proposed “investigation of the halibut, herring and 
other food fish in the aid of preservation and 
increase.”  Investigation in these matters is a 
proper function of the Federal Government, and we 
agree in that respect most heartily with Judge 
Wickersham. 
 
Left on SS. “Queen” for Ketchikan to attend court.  
My platform - envelopes, lists of Voters, etc. are left 
with Grace and Will Steel - who will address the 
envelopes, enclose a printed Platform in each & 
put them in the Post Office.  Those for the 2nd 
Nome division are in the P.O. before I left & the 4th 
Division will go next then the 3rd & lastly the First - 
or S.E. Alaska - home country. 
We left Juneau at 10 a.m. and came into Kake - to 
load canned Salmon tonight.  Doctor Borland is 
aboard - spends his time telling Alaska stories 
about Bristol Bay - Kuskokwim & the Nushagak - 
he has a wonderful 



Alaska State Library – Historical Collections                                                                                   Diary of James Wickersham  
MS 107 BOX 6  DIARY 39                                                                                                                                                       October 1, 1928 through May 15, 1930 

Diary 39, 1930 
January 17-18 

17 
memory - a keen sense of humor & a steady flow 
of words - fine descriptive talent - & keeps the 
smoking room in a gale of merriment.  I envy him 
his great gift as a story teller. 

-18th - 
When we woke this morning we were at anchor in 
Scow Bay - Petersburg. The tide was too low & the 
fog too heavy to enable us to go through last night.  
At Wrangell at noon.  Saw some of my clients & 
friends - for an hour.  We came into Ketchikan at 8 
oclock in the evening & I took a room 
at the Ingersoll Hotel.  Visited around a while.  
Court meets Monday morning - court officials all 
here - ready. 

Diary 39, 1930 
January 19-20 

-19th – 
Sunday - clear and cold.  Slept late - long talk with 
Senator Hunt - Duggan & others.  Had dinner with 
Wm L. Paul and his nice family.  The town is 
unusually quiet.  Read the late papers & two 
Lincoln articles in the Cosmopolitan Magazine - 
also a Dawson idyll, “The Ice Worm Cocktail,” by 
Robert W. Service. 
Bum poetry - but a fair Service effort. 

-20th - 
Regular term of District Court convened.  I have 
some matters in court & also the Cloudy Hd. 
contest for the 24th. Cloudy is not here & I am 
making a showing for continuance of hearing until 
he can get here from Seattle. 

Diary 39, 1930 
January 21-23 

-21st – 
In court assisting trial Berger v Binkley. 
Filed affidavits & motion for continuance Cloudy 
case - Land Office matter. 
Had Senator & Mrs. Hunt to dinner. 
Gave a copy of my platform to Wm L. Paul. who 
read it carefully and then assured me that he 
approved it fully. 
He is the editor of the “Alaska Fisherman”. 
President of Alaska Native Brotherhood & all round 
political boss! 

-22- 
At court all forenoon. Berger v Brinley decided in 
favor of my client. 

Lunch with Mr. & Mrs. Wm L. Paul. 
Visiting around talking politics etc. 

-23rd - 
Busy in court - also “visiting around” in politics. 
Attended Pioneers Lodge.  Eulogy on an old - 90 
years old.  Joe King, who is leaving Alaska for the 
Walla 

Diary 39, 1930 
January 24-25 

23 
Walla Wash Old Fellows Home. 
The Pioneers gave a good bye Smoker. 

-24th – 
Attended court.  Today was the date fixed for 
taking testimony in the Land Contest between 
Vivian V. Walters vs. Frank A. Cloudy - land at 
Prince of Wales Is. wanted by Gov. Bill Sulzer for 
mining town, etc.  Case was postponed until Mch 
14th on stipulation. Cloudy not notified & is in 
Washington.  Cloudy is my client.  Wrote letter to 
Grace - it will go on “Queen” tonight. 

-25- 
Argued motion in Edwards v Monroe etc.  Long 
conference with my friend Olts who thinks I will get 
a good support here. 
Will go home on Monday. 

Diary 39, 1930 
January 26-27 

-26th – 
Sunday.  Dinner with Senator Hunt. Sleeping, 
resting, smoking, waiting for tomorrows SS. 
“Alameda”. 

-27th - 
McCain will look after Lewis case. I asked Judge 
Harding to postpone the argument on Motion to 
Dismiss the appeal in the Devinney v N.W. Mill Co 
case until his return to Juneau, but gave him my 
brief & left copy for Faulkner.  Paid my bills & left 
Ketchikan for Juneau on “SS. Alameda” at 3. p.m.  
The boat went into Kasaan cannery with freight.  
Arrived at Wrangell about 2 oclock & remained 
there until 3 a.m. waiting for the tide in Wrangell 
Narrows. 

Diary 39, 1930 
January 28 

-28th - 
Interviewed Neil McGregor, Petersburg - says he 
cannot pay me the $200. he owes me - that he is 
bankrupt - that his movie show is overshadowed by 
the competing House, etc. broke! 



Reached Juneau at 9:30 p.m. and found Grace at 
the dock waiting for me. Also Bishop Cremont was 
there to welcome good old Father Monroe, & he 
whispered his interest in my campaign, etc.  Father 
Monroe took Christmas dinner with me at Eagle 
City, Christmas Day, 1900! 
Grace has nearly finished sending out 12,000 
copies of my platform to voters in the Territory.  It 
seemed good to be at home with her. 

Diary 39, 1930 
January 29-31 

-29th – 
At work on my mail - nothing new or exciting. 

-30th – 
In my mail I had a very satisfactory letter from 
Senator Borah in re support of Dr. Chase, of 
Cordova, for U.S. Marshal.  Sent the Dr. a copy 
“Confidential.” 

-31st - 
Same as usual in the office. 
We had dinner this evening with Major & Mrs. 
Elliott:  He is Chairman of the Alaska Road Com: 
Major & Mrs. Gillette & Mr. & Mrs. Jack Hellenthal 
were also present.  Jack talked Prohibition.  He is 
bitterly against all Prohibition laws - talks about 
nothing else. 

Diary 39, 1930 
February 1-4 

-Feb. 1st 1930- 
Working in the office, preparing Brief on Appeal in 
the Matheson Estate case. 

-Feb. 2.- 
Sunday - but worked all day in the office preparing 
Matheson brief. 

-3rd – 
Same as usual. 

-4th - 
Last day for filing declaratory statements for 
candidacy for Territorial Offices.  Dinner tonight at 
my home: invited Will Steel, Jack Renner and 
Perkins, the buffaloman - last two are old 
plainsmen - buffalo hunters, etc. before they came 
to Alaska in the 80’s - here they are prospectors & 
hunters of bear, etc. 

Diary 39, 1930 
February 5-6 

-5th – 
Working on Matheson Brief.  Had a meeting of the 
miners interested in our Taku mining claims in the 
office tonight.  Present, Henrichson, Torkelson, 

Allen, Stonehouse, “Chick” Ashby, Kelley, Kingman 
& myself - getting ready to send men up the Taku 
to our mines as soon as Charlie Erickson comes 
over from the Tenakee hot springs.  All the papers 
put in my safe.  Like all impecunious miners we 
talked about a Million Dollars for our group of 12 
claims, on the mountain side apposite the 
Tulsequah. 

-6th - 
Same as yesterday in office. 

Diary 39, 1930 
February 7-9 

-7th – 
Nothing unusual - am getting some promises of 
support here in Juneau that I did not expect, and it 
may be I will run up with the ticket here. 
Rustgard has some bitter enemies here - they do 
not like me but hate Rustgard more. 

-8th – 
On last pages of Matheson Brief. 
Grace is giving the young folks a party at our 
house tonight. 

-9th - 
Graces party last night was a success.  It was a 
beautiful display of beautiful girls, handsome boys - 
& they had a gay time - music, lights, dancing, 
cards - fortune telling. etc. 

Diary 39, 1930 
February 10-12 

-10th – 
Completed Brief in Matheson Case & took it to 
Strollers Weekly for printing when the west bound 
boat “Northwestern” came in Bob Lavery & wife & 
Vanhousen & wife.  Harry Watson & wife & 
“Stroller” White & wife came up to my house & 
spent the evening talking, telling old time stories, 
smoking etc. 

-11th – 
As usual in the office. 
Rustgard went to the U.S. Marshals office & 
protested against the deputies supporting me for 
delegate.  It had no effect - the deputies resent his 
action & will work all the harder. 

-12th - 
Completed my Ms. Brief in the 

Diary 39, 1930 
February 12-14 

12 
Matheson case & it is in the hands of “Stroller” 
White - printer 
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We are having some very cold weather. 
-13th – 

In office as usual - busy with my belated 
correspondence.  Received printed Record in the 
Pond case & must get to work immediately on the 
Brief in that matter. 
Frank Mercer, Juneau Indian, just back from Sitka - 
says that some of the Indians there are supporting 
Rustgard & opposing me. 

-14th  
Will Steel has written Wm L. Paul a letter urging the 
Ketchikan  - “Alaska Fisherman” & the Petersburg 
“Alaskan,” both run by the Paul Brothers – Indians - 
to take up the local campaign - discussing 
candidates etc. 
Working in office 

Diary 39, 1930 
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on the Brief in the case of Goldstein et al. v Pond, 
et al. - a hard case. pending on appeal before the 
U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals, San Francisco.  
Nothing new today in politics. 

-15- 
Reports that Haley, halfbreed is working hard with 
Indian voters at Sitka for Rustgard - also Wm Chuck 
at Klawock.  They are fighting Paul - jealous. 
As usual in the office. 

16th 
Sunday - working in office making Index to 
Matheson Brief & also on Pond Brief.  
“Northwestern” in from westward.  My friend 
Cochran, 
from Nome on board - good reports from him about 
politics at Nome & Valdez divisions. 

Diary 39, 1930 
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17th - 
Grace & I attended dinner at the Holbrooks - 
present Mrs. H.H. Post, The Terhune’s, & others - 
13 in all.  It was a good dinner and a pleasant 
party. 
Rustgard’s Platform is in the Empire - with his 
picture - tonight. 
 
[clipping] 

RUSTGARD FOR  
HOME RULE IN  

HIS PLATFORM 
Candidate for G.O.P. Dele- 

gate Nomination Makes 
Platform Public 

Close and friendly co-operation between 
Territorial and Federal agencies and an 
amendment to the Organic Act such “as will not 
only give us as much home rule as was invariably 
granted other Territories but which will enable us to 
gradually assume more and more of the functions 
of government until full Statehood is attained,” are 
the first two of 26 specific planks in the platform of 
Attorney General John Rustgard, on which he is 
making the race for the Republican nomination for 
Delegate to Congress. 
 
{Empire “boost.” 
They will xx John if he is nominated.} 
 
[clipping cont] 

 
Not content with a mere general pledge of 



support to the Hoover administration, he sets up 
specifically the matters in which co-operation will 
be given, and with unusual frankness pledges 
himself definitely on several subjects of 
importance. 

Favors Trap Leases 
There is no more dangerous – 
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politically - issue in Alaska than fish traps.  In the 
past, candidates for Delegate have not been 
unmindful of the dynamite in it and let it rest 
altogether in their platforms or treated it with 
generalities. 

Not so Mr. Rustgard.  There is no hedging in his 
declaration that: 
“I also believe that owners of fish traps and trap 
sites should be protected in such ownership 
against all interference except by the Government, 
and to that end should receive leases for their trap 
sites for a fixed period, subject always to 
revocation and what-ever rules and regulations the 
Government may see fit to impose.” 

Co-operate With O’Malley 
Nor does his platform end there in dealing with 

“loaded” questions.  For some ten years, Alaska’s 
representative in Congress has devoted most of 
his time to attacking the United States Bureau of 
Fisheries, substituting that Government agency as 
a main political issue for the “Guggenheims” which 
was the war cry of his predecessor.  “O’Malley and 
“Hoover” took the place of “Steve Birch” and the 
“Guggenheim Trust.”  Evidently Mr. Rustgard is 
convinced that such a policy is not only futile but 
costly to Alaska.  He proposes a change and 
declares: 

“I proposed to cooperate with the Bureau of 
Fisheries in securing the best possible fishing 
regulations, and intend to do all in my power to 
secure such legislation as will leave the fisheries of 
Alaska open only to bona fide residents of the 
Territory wherever that is practical and where, by 
such policy, the settlement of the Territory can be 
materially stimulated.” 

Defends Forest Service 

The Forest Service, which has been attacked by 
the Paul faction and its allies for its pulp 
development policy, is defended by Mr. Rustgard.  
The recommendations made by Gov. George A. 
Parks in his last annual report are unreservedly 
endorsed.  Eleven requests made of Congress, or 
Executive departments, by the last Alaska 
Legislature are specifically supported. 

The last Judiciary Act of Congress deprived 
Alaskans of the right of appeal in misdemeanor 
criminal cases.  The Virgin Islands is the only other 
unit under the American flag so treated.  Mr. 
Rustgard advocates a change and declares he will 
work to obtain legislation to cure the defect. 

Platform In Full 
His platform in full is as follows: 
“It would seem obvious that the peace, progress 

and prosperity of Alaska demands the closest and 
friendliest possible cooperation between the 
Territorial and Federal agencies within the 
Territory.  with all the navigable waters, 99% of the 
land, the fish, the game and the wild fur bearing 
animals under the jurisdiction and control of the 
Federal Government, and with Territorial 
development dependent on that Government for 
financial assistance amounting to several million 
dollars per annum, it would be unwise for the 
people of Alaska to enter into acrimonious disputes 
with the authorities at the National Capital.  It shall, 
therefore, be my aim to establish and maintain the 
friendliest relations with the Federal Government 
and its several agencies in Alaska, while at the 
same time I urge upon all these what I conceive to 
be the wishes of as well as for the benefit of the 
majority of the people of the Territory. 

Seek Home Rule 
“At the earliest possible opportunity I shall seek 

such amendment of the Organic Act as will not only 
give us as much home rule as was invariably 
granted other Territories, but which will enable us 
to gradually assume more and more of the 
functions of government until full Statehood is 
attained. 

“I propose to cooperate with the Bureau of 
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Fisheries in securing the best possible fishing 
regulations, and intend to do all in my power to 
secure such legislation as will leave the fisheries of 
Alaska open only to the bona fide residents of the 
Territory wherever that is practical and where, by 
such policy, the settlement of the Territory can be 
materially stimulated. 

“I shall also recommend that the residents along 
the Yukon River be authorized to engage in such 
limited commercial fishing in the river as will not 
appreciably interfere with the propagation of 
salmon. 

“I commend the Bureau of Forestry for its  
determination to have the timber within its keeping 
manufactured into articles of commerce within the 
Territory instead of shipped to foreign countries in 
the raw state to be there prepared for the market 
by foreign labor. 

Diary 39, 1930 
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Title to Lands 

“All who have made substantial improvement on 
land for residence purposes should be given a 
deed to whatever they improve, occupy and use.  
The quasi communistic system at present practiced 
by the Government is bad in principle and should 
be abandoned. 

“Farming is an inevitable prerequisite to the 
stability of the population and the permanence of 
industries.  Every effort should, therefore, be made 
to assist experienced farmers in settling on and in 
starting the utilization of our agricultural and 
grazing land. 

“The construction of the International Highway, 
so called, is a worthy project which promises much 
for the country and should be given ample support 
as soon as definite steps are taken by the 
Canadians to meet us at the boundary line. 

“The fullest cooperation will be given the Alaska 
Road Commission in its effort to secure the largest 
possible appropriation for roads and trails.  The 
Bureau of Forestry and Bureau of Public Roads 
should be given full authority to use the funds at 
their disposal to build trails instead of roads 
wherever such course seems the wiser. 

Aid for Indians 
“Every fair and humanitarian reason bespeaks 

for the native Indian population the kindliest and 
most helpful consideration by the public and the 
Government.  The opportunity of those races for 
acquiring a practical education and for earning a 
living is of foremost importance and must be 
supplied whenever and wherever it is reasonably 
possible to do so.  I shall urge increased 
appropriations for the establishment and 
maintenance of industrial schools and medical 
attention for the native population.  Both 
governmental and private employers should be 
induced to give these people employment. 

“I believe that the people of Alaska, when entitled 
to litigate any questions in dispute with any of the 
departments at Washington, should be authorized 
to institute the legal proceedings for that purpose in 
the courts of Alaska in stead of being compelled, 
as now, to go the Capital to do so.  The present 
order is tantamount to a denial of the right to 
submit such disputes to the courts and tends to 
encourage autocratic attitudes by the various 
bureaus. 

“In consonance with this view I also believe that 
the War Department should be relieved of the 
burden of adjudicating private rights to the water 
front or to navigable waters, a function which does 
not belong to it, but which the peculiar conditions 
prevailing in Alaska have forced it to assume. 

Leases for Traps 
“I also believe that owners of fish traps and trap 

sites should be all interference except by the 
Government, ands to that end should receive 
leases for their trap sites for a fixed period, subject 
always to revocation and whatever rules and 
regulations the Government may see fit to impose. 

“I believe in eliminating from the public life of the 
Territory all those individuals who make a business 
of stirring up antagonism against industrial 
institutions for the sake of getting a hand-out. 

Other Aims Enumerated 
“In addition to the foregoing I shall advocated: 
“1. Repeal of all laws and revocation of all 



regulations protecting useless sea fowls or aquatic 
animals which are destructive of fish and fish eggs. 

“2. Salary for United States Commissioners. 
“3. Establishment of radio stations in all isolated 

communities of importance. 
“4. Regular and more frequent mail facilities for 

the settlements west of Cook Inlet. 
“5. Additional Coast Guard ships fully equipped 

to give aid to the fishing population during fishing 
season. 

“6. Increased force for the Federal Mining 
Engineer’s office to enable him to examine and 
report on mining prospects and advise prospectors. 

“7. Improvement of harbor for the fishing fleets at 
convenient points. 

“8. Erection of public buildings at the several 
places where now urgently needed. 

“9. Erection of bridge connecting Juneau and  
Douglas Island if the same can be done at such 
cost as will render the undertaking practical. 
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“10. Establishment of naval air ports at all 

strategic points, and to have army and naval 
airplanes stationed in the Territory at all times for 
use in emergencies. 

“11. Acceptance of and support for the various 
recommendations made by the Governor in his last 
report. 

“12. Right of appeal in all criminal cases.” 
 

We think Pegues, Asst. Ed. Empire “assisted” in 
furnishing ideas for Rustgards platform. 

-18th – 
As usual in the office.  The opposition has put out 
an anonymous folder giving a part of Wm L. Pauls 
speech of two years ago in relation to the bill I drew 
authorizing the leasing of trap site locations, - 
which Rustgard now distinctly approves! 

-19th - 
Working on Pond Brief. 
The Matheson Brief finished and served on 
Hellenthal and 20 copies sent to Clerk U.S. Ct. 
Court Appeals.  

Very busy in the office this week. 

Diary 39, 1930 
February 20-22 

-20- 
Working on Pond Brief. 
Attended “Old Indian Custom and Costume 
Dance,” of Auk (Juneau Indians at Elk hall - with 
Grace and Mrs. Martin – a friend. 

-21- 
Same as usual in the office. 

-22- 
Washington’s Birthday.  Working in the office on 
Pond Brief.  Dispatch in this evenings Empire 
reports that the Committee on Claims, Congress, 
has reported unfavorably on our Bill to give the 
S.E. Alaska Indians the right to bring a suit to 
recover for their homes, fishing grounds, etc. taken 
away from them by the U.S. without compensation.  
This 
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action of the Committee will hurt my candidacy for 
Delegate & also Pauls for representative in the 
Legislature 
 
[clipping] 

INDIANS LOSE 
IN EFFORT TO  
BRING SUITS 

House Committee Kills 
Measure Backed by 

Wickersham 
(Special to the Empire) 

WASHINGTON, D.C., Feb. 22.-The Claims 
Committee of the house of Representatives 
yesterday killed House Bill 8,301, introduced 
January 8 by Delegate Sutherland permitting 
Alaska Indians to bring suit against the 
Government in the Court of Claims for loss of lands 
and other alleged rights. 

The measure, which was introduced at the 
instance of Judge James Wickersham, candidate 
for the Republican nomination for Delegate to 
Congress and with W.L. Paul employed as attorney 
to prosecute the suits, was designed to authorize 
the Indians to sue the Government for rights 
claimed to have been acquired under Russian rule 
in Alaska and alienated since Alaska became a 
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part of the United States. 
Open Wide Field 

Two tribes – the Tlingit and Haidas – were 
involved.  Their claims embraced hunting, trapping 
and fishing rights, timber lands, minerals, 
developed waterfront property, etc., all located in 
Southeastern Alaska.  Claiming that these rights 
had been taken from them without their consent, 
the Indians sought permission from Congress to 
sue for compensation. 

The Alaska Native Brotherhood, speaking for the 
tribes, at its 1929 convention held a Haines, 
entered into a contract with Judge Wickersham and 
W.L. Paul to represent the claimant Indians. 

Seeks to Clear Way 
Endeavoring to clear the way for the legal battle, 
the Delegate introduced the measure early last 
month and it was promptly referred 
to the Committee on Claims.  It would have 
authorized the two tribes to sue jointly or 
separately in one or more actions at anytime within 
five years from the date of the passage and 
approval of the measure.  Laps of time, the statute 
of limitations, failure to present claims to some 
other tribunal, and the fact that the Indians in the 
interim may have become citizens of the United 
States by Acts of Congress, it was provided should 
constitute no bar to prosecution of the suits. 
 
Evidently some of the opposition got to the Com. 
on Claims - they acted very hurriedly. 
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-23rd – 
Working in the office on the Pond Brief.  It is 
interesting as the two new books I have just 
received “Life of Peter the Great.” 
I received a nice letter from my friend and the old 
Alaskan, W.H. Holmes, of Amarillo, Texas, where 
he has made a million or so in oil, congratulating  - 
on becoming a candidate for delegate & sending 
$250.00 as a contribution to my campaign fund.  It 
will pay my expenses on the trip to Fairbanks! 

-24th - 
Same - working on Pond Brief. & writing letters on 
political matters to some of my supporters. 

The Rustgards are busy also. 

Diary 39, 1930 
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-25- 
Same as usual – politics & law. 

-26- 
Working in the office on the Pond case. 
Rustgard is sending out his platform and the copy 
of Pauls speech in regard to the trap site bill, which 
really is an attack on me.  The public may discover 
that in his platform he has specifically approved the 
bill. 

-27th – 
At work on Pond Brief - & politics. 

-28th  
Same as usual in the Office - Politics & working on 
Pond Brief.  Both look “fair to middling.” 

March 1 
Paying monthly bills! & working on the long winded 
Pond brief. 

Diary 39, 1930 
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-Mch 2d- 
Working on Pond Brief - Sunday. 
Called on Frank Knight, Rep. candidate for Ter. 
Treas., Mr. Mozee Supt. Reindeer Service, from 
Nome, Mr. Minor & Jackson, residents of the upper 
country & invited them to dinner Tuesday evening.  
They will come - provided their boat does not go 
north before that time! 

-3rd- 
Paid my taxes & monthly bills. 
As usual in the office.  
The political rumor today is that Harry Watson, 
recently the Governors private secretary is to be an 
independent candidate for Delegate to Congress - 
supported by Faulkner & those Representatives 
who cannot run the party! 
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-4th - 
As usual in the office - reached the end of my Ms. 
Pond’s Brief. I hope. 
We had Mr. Frank Knight, Republican candidate for 
Ter. Treas. - Mr. Mozee, Supt. Reindeer Service 
under Gov. Parks, & Mr. Ramsay, special agent, 
U.S. Land office - to dinner tonight - also Senator 
Wm A. Steel.  A good dinner.  Grace is an 



excellent cook - and a most enjoyable evening 
talking Alaska and Alaskans.  I found out that 
Mozee married the daughter of Wm H. Elliott.  She 
was here in Juneau some four years ago - a nurse 
- & went to Anchorage & Fairbanks - nurse, 
teacher - bright girl. Married Mozee - they live in 
Nome 
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and have a son.  Elliott Mozee, one year old.  Gave 
Mozee a copy of my Biblio. with the name of his 
son & mine on the fly leaf.  The Gentlemen all 
seemed to enjoy the evening. 

-5th - 
Same in office, - correspondence. 
Tonight those interested in the Erickson-Ashby 
group of Quartz claims on the mountain between 
the Taku river & South Fork met in my office. 
Erickson and Ashby authorized to go to the claims 
at once - morning of the 6th on boat & take $400. 
in grub, etc. establish camp on property and begin 
work on the 
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claims - prospecting, at once.  Six of us will provide 
the $400.00  Hendrickson, Stonehouse, Allen, 
Stonehouse, Torkelson & Wickersham - probably 
on note at Behrends Bank.  Allen & Hendrickson 
are to attend to getting the money & Erickson will 
buy the grub at the Behrends Store. 

-6th - 
Turn back to page 337, this book a you will find a 
telegraphic dispatch “Special to the Empire,” 
saying the Com. on Claims, House of 
Representatives had killed the bill to enable the 
Indians of S.E. Alaska to bring suit to recover from 
U.S. for their lands, hunting rights, etc. etc. 
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I sent copy to Sutherland, and today received the 
following reply: 
 
[telegram] 
James Wickersham, Juneau 
Referring yours February twenty fifth there has 
been no Action on Bill to Enable Indians Bring Suit 

Court of Claims Stop Secretary Interior been asked 
for report which has not yet been made stop am 
assured full hearing on this measure before 
Subcommittee of Com on Claims Stop 
Wire me official collect name of paper date and text 
and press source in Washington of dispatch 
published in Juneau stop Cannot understand 
purpose of press organization in sending out such 
stuff an am sure Alaska newspapers doing 
considerable faking stop will trace matter this end if 
you will wire me exact data 
Dan Sutherland 
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I sent copy Sutherlands telegram to Louis F. Paul, 
Petersburg to be Published in the “Alaskan” the 
Indian paper with request for prominence. 
Will Steel went to see Troy, Ed. Empire. Troy said 
the telegram he published came from Tom 
Marquam, in Washington & he thought, of course, 
it was correct. 

-7th - 
Same as usual in office. finishing up belated 
correspondence. 
Two Indians from Auk Village came in to find out 
why their bill was thrown out of Congress - they 
were greatly relieved when they read Sutherlands 
telegram saying the Empire dispatch of Feb. 22 
was false and untrue - they wont believe reports in 
Empire any more. 
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-7th - 
Received telegram from Sutherland asking me to 
send him two copies of Empire of Feb. 22. - he is 
after Tom Marquam for sending out false 
telegrams. I hope they give Tom an unhappy hour 
for he is all the kinds of a liar mentioned in Roget’s 
Thesaurus of English words.  We seem to have 
more words to describe a liar than any other 
language - and Tom is all of them.   
Am getting my Income Tax Statement prepared - 
its a nuisance - but this last year it will not be 
interesting to the Government.  I do not think I will 
have to pay a tax - for my income was too small. 
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-8th - 
The Paul brothers are trying to convince the public 
through editorials in the Petersburg Alaskan, of 
which Louis F. Paul is editor, that William L. was 
induced by me to support the Trap-site Leasing 
Bill, and to go to Washington to persuade Dan 
Sutherland to introduce it in Congress, etc. & that 
poor Billy was entirely misled & innocent.  I will not, 
of course, say anything in my own defense, but just 
take whatever burden they pile on - for the more 
Billy explains the deeper he sinks into the mud & I 
intend to sit quietly on the bank and let him do all 
the futile struggling he pleases. 
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If he would just keep his mouth shut - it would not 
amount to anything - but his loud cries & struggles 
attract attention to his situation & people are now 
growing to wonder if he is not guilty of something - 
they do not 
know what - but something bad, anyway. 
With Cash Cole I pay $50.- the two of us $100. a 
month to assist their paper - the Alaskan. & they 
are giving me the hot end of the paper to hold. We 
lay the papers away & do not distribute them to the 
public.  Billy did nothing bad - but he thinks people 
think so - hence his loud cries and silly struggles.  
If he would only either 
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keep still or just tell the truth - neither of which he 
has the courage to do.  Even if he would turn the 
conversation - in the Editorials - to the Tom 
Marquam telegram!  But he lacks political 
judgment, and also loyalty to his friends. A little 
power over the Indian vote, which he thinks he can 
control - has spoiled him!  He is not even a fairly 
good political “boss.” - 
Maybe he will get hoarse & quit crying soon! 
Dinner with Dr & Mrs. DeVighne tonight. 

-9th - 
Sunday - Am gathering up my papers & getting 
ready to go to Ketchikan to try the Cloudy Hd. 
contest case!  Will Steel & Mrs. are to take dinner 
with us this evening. 
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-9th - continued 
Recd. telegram from Sutherland saying  
“Washington, D.C. Mar 8-9 – 1930. 
Hon James Wickersham, Juneau.  I find that bill for 
relief of Tlingit and Haida Indians in court of Claims 
was referred to Governor of Alaska by Interior 
Department February nineteenth stop Treat this as 
confidential for present. 
 Dan Sutherland.” 
Marquams telegram to the Empire came Feb. 22nd 
- 3 days later!  Gov. Parks has not said anything 
publicly - and I just wonder what he will do in the 
matter? and whom he will consult. Rustgard? or 
will he go it alone. 
Its getting interesting! 
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-10- 
Recd. copy of this weeks “Alaskan” - Paul paper.  It 
is now in proper line. and has quit talking about 
Paul’s trip to Washington & attempting to hold me 
responsible for his seduction by the cannery 
companies on the Trap Site leasing question - 
which Rustgard has approved in his platform! 

-11th - 
Will go to Ketchikan tomorrow to try the Cloudy 
case on the 14th. 
Recd. telegram yesterday from H. Warman, Wash. 
D.C. asking me to attend to his claims against the 
Charles Williams Mining Claims at Hawk Inlet. 
Answered fully by telegram & letter saying I would 
attend to matters for him. 
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-12th - 
Politics is gathering warmth -Rustgards friends - or 
rather his friend, N.G. Nelson, is offering to be on 
Johns nomination & my friends are anxious to and 
are taking the chance with him.  Henry Roden bet 
him $500. that I would win & others tried to get in - 
but failed to get the money. 

I am informed that my friend Lynn Smith, U.S. 
Marshal at Fairbanks, is supporting Rustgard - that 
Bunnell is forming a compact to defeat Clegg judge 
at Fairbanks etc. and that that combine is 
“boosting” Stabler, Dist. Atty. here, for his place, 
etc.  Rumors of this kind are now going the rounds. 
I leave for Ketchikan at 7 oclock p.m. 



Will be gone 4 or 5 days only. 
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-13th – 
Enroute to Ketchikan on SS. Northwestern.  John 
W. Troy, Ed. Juneau Empire on board & we talked 
for 2 hours - politics, Alaska, etc.  John is very 
friendly - but of course he will not support me for 
Delegate - being a Democrat.  My friend Lowe, 
from Bristol Bay - was on board & thinks I will run 
well to the westward - if they hold a primary there.  
Advises me to send a telegram to Tom Gardner, at 
Kanatak - asking him to get my friends out to vote, 
etc.  Arrived at Ketchikan at 1 oclock a.m. went to 
Ingersoll Hotel. 

-14th - 
Hearing in my Cloudy Had, contest put off until 
tomorrow. 
Long talk with Paul, who read me a long letter he 
has written to the officers of the local camps of the 
Alaska Native 
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Brotherhood against Rustgard.  He urges the 
Indians to vote for me against Rustgard - there is 
much bad blood between the two & Paul will leave 
no stone unturned to defeat Rustgard.  The 
business men in Ketchikan are suffering from the 
breakdown of the fishery trade, and many of them 
are now declaring that Paul is right in his 
opposition to the cannery interests.  They say 
these interests are taking all the trade away from 
Ketchikan - to Seattle etc. to their great injury - and 
many of them will support Paul & our ticket – which 
they have never done before. However, they are 
not united - and merely feel resentful toward the 
cannery interests - but to not act & I think will not 
except in a poor disjointed way - they are sad! 
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-15th – 
Tried Case of Watters v. Cloudy, Hd.  Contest for 
land near Jumbo Mines - Sulzer P.O. Prince of 
Wales Island.  Zeigler, Atty. on opposite side.  A 
dozen witnesses.  I think we got much the best of 
the case.  Ex. Gov. Sulzer of N.Y. is behind the 
contestant Walters - the Governor’s mining 

Company wants Cloudy’s ground in connection 
with its mining plans. 

-16th - 
Sunday.  Am asked by “Doc.” Walker to go to a 
meeting of the Ketchikan Rotary Club tomorrow at 
noon luncheon & will be asked to talk.  Am 
preparing my impromptu remarks in writing.  One is 
not allowed to talk on politics 
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so I will write out my talk & then ask Morrisey, Ed. 
“Chronicle” to print them, while I will talk enough 
only to call their attention to the written statement 
in the “Chronicle.” 

-17th - 
Did my stunt - at the meeting of the Rotary Club. 
Morrisey promised to print.  I appeal to he 
businessmen of Ketchikan to support Paul & his 
ticket because they will thereby assist the resident 
Alaska fishermen etc. Had a pleasant luncheon. 
The SS. “Yukon” left Ketchikan at 6 oclock - on my 
way home.  John A. Clark - of Fairbanks, & many 
other Alaska friends aboard.  Lynn Smith, U.S. 
Marshal, Fairbanks is aboard but shuns me like the 
plague. 
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-18- 
Reached Juneau tonight at 8 p.m. tired & home to 
bed. 

-19- 
At work in the office gathering up the ends - 
answering correspondence, etc.  Ms. of Brief in 
Goldstein v Pond is finished & ready for the 
printers. 
Politics is getting warm, & many friends assure me 
- & I suppose an equal number assure Rustgard - 
of support. 

-20- 
Very busy with office Business & Politics. 
The Alaska Juneau Mining Co. is trying to buy our 
Taku-Erickson-Ashby claims & working with the 
weaker members of our group. They are ready to 
raise their former price - so I am told. 
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-21st – 
Busy in the office trying to bring my law business 
up so that I can get away westward on Tuesday – 
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25th. 
-22nd – 

Attend court call - nothing much at this term - trying 
divorce cases & small matters.  In anticipation of 
my trip to the westward I am asking Henry Roden 
to attend to my few matters while I am gone. 

-23rd - 
Sunday.  Frank Price & two other Sitka natives 
came to my office & we talked over the political 
situation very fully.  They think Rustgard is 
particularly strong in Sitka, Angoon & Klawock 
precincts.  I am writing a letter to the Sitka Camp of 
A.N.B. in answer to a letter which they wrote to me 
for some information, etc. 

Diary 39, 1930 
March 24-25 

-24th – 
Politics” is getting warm & John is flooding the 
country with a “speech” addressed to the Indians 
denouncing Paul & me.  I am writing a letter in 
answer to one I have received from the Alaska 
Native Brotherhood Camp at Sitka, telling them 
about the Empire telegram saying the House Com. 
on Claims has “killed” their bill. 

-25- 
Wrote a letter to Senator Hunt in answer to one 
criticizing me for supporting Paul & Steel - who are 
both on my primary ticket.  I put it strongly on that 
ground & think he will be satisfied - if not its just too 
bad - that’s all! 

Diary 39, 1930 
March 26-27 

-26th – 
Left Juneau early this morning, on SS. 
“Northwestern” for Fairbanks. 
Many friends on board & I am encouraged by their 
expression.  Unloaded cannery supplies at Port 
Althorp - 4 hours - & tonight we are at sea - not 
bad. 

-27th - 
Crossed Gulf of Alaska – clam - gentle roll - not 
seasick - ate & smoked as usual.  Many friends on 
board from Fairbanks - Bill Campbell, Chas. Gris 
(Bob Gris son), J.H. Groves & wife (he aided me in 
laying corner stone Ag. College in 1915 (?) Mr. & 
Mrs. J.A. McIntosh (Jenny Obrien, of years ago), 
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27 
Grant Murdock, Dan Weiss, of early Cleary Creek 
days - & many others. 
Reached Cordova at midnight.  Dr. Chase & Allen 
came down & we talked politics. 

-28th - 
Arrived at Valdez dock at 1 p.m.  Met a number of 
friends - Joe & Andy Derringer & others.  The y 
assured me that I was sure of a majority vote at 
Valdez.  A group of members of the Cordova “Elks” 
are on board going to La Touche to institute a new 
Lodge.  They are pleasant but a majority of them 
are for Rustgard! 
Dr. Chase said, however, I would carry Cordova in 
spite of this fact! 

Diary 39, 1930 
March 29 

-29th – 
We arrived at Seward this morning early - 8 oclock.  
I called on Mr. Jesson, editor of the “Gateway.”  
Gave him $10.00 for ad. also wrote interview in 
answer to a letter which the Gateway will publish - 
from Rustgard criticizing me for writing the trap site 
leasing bill.  Jesson is friendly but will not take any 
part in fight. 

Left Seward at 10 a.m. on train for Anchorage.  
Big crowd on board. 
Met at Anchorage by Arthur Thompson, McCain, 
Waller &              ,    who took me to restaurant for 
lunch.  They assured me of a hearty support in the 
Anchorage region. 
Left Anchorage at 3 p.m. & reached Curry at 9. 
p.m. where I got a room at the Curry Hotel.  Mr. 
Knight, Candidate for 
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29 
Territorial Treas. who goes to Fairbanks with me - 
for political electioneering. 

-30th  
Had a good sleep - in a good room – at the Curry 
Hotel last night, Double room - single beds.  Mr. 
Knight had the other bed.  This morning we started 
- it was snowing when we reached Curry – it 
snowed hard all night - and all day.  We got out five 
Miles when the heavy wet snow stalled us. 
We had a snow plow on the front of the train and 
engines - but we stuck - the snow plow jumped the 



track & they pulled us back to Curry - and here we 
are tonight.  The larger snow plow is coming from 
Anchorage, with Col. Ohlson & a crew of men & 
they say we will probably get 

Diary 39, 1930 
March 30-31 

30 
away from here in two days more.  In the meantime 
I am getting acquainted with a crowed of about 100 
men who are going into the Interior. Knight is also 
working his “side of the street” & altogether it is not 
a complete loss.  Wrote a nice letter to Grace 
tonight. 

-31st - 
We went out from Curry this morning in another 
attempt to reach Fairbanks - but only got 10 miles 
& were forced to return.  The track is blocked for 60 
miles, & it may mean that we will remain here for 
several days.  We had a meeting at the Hotel 
tonight: I talked 30 minutes on the growth of 
Government in Alaska - have a cold & sore throat. 

Diary 39, 1930 
April 1-2 

-April 1st 1930 
We left Curry at 10 a.m. with two snow plows 
ahead of us & they finally got us through the deep 
wet snow blanket and we reach Healey at 7 oclock 
- we had lunch & on to Fairbanks where we arrived 
at 11:30 p.m. Knight & I went to the “Nordale” 
Hotel. 

-April 2nd - 
Met many friends today.  There is more tendered 
support than I expected - called on Larry, Bloom, 
Pratt, the E.T. people, etc. etc. the Bank people, 
Stroecker, etc. & others.  Tonight I attended a 
meeting of Fairbanks Masonic Lodge - and met 
that group of friends.  My brother-in-law, Charles E. 
Taylor is active.  Hosea Ross - & the Republican 
candidates etc. 

Diary 39, 1930 
April 3 

-3rd – 
Down to Nenana on the early morning train – with 
Knight.  We met Mike Cooney who took us around 
town and introduced us to the people.  Jack Donald 
is here at the head of the N.C. Store.  Called on 
him, & Fowler who was elected Mayor at 
yesterdays election on Coghill - former mayor - the 
man in the railroad yards - the business men 
generally - the cigar stores.  Mifs Heid, the U.S. 

Commissioner & all others we could see. 
Met with general cordial reception & received many 
assurances of support.  We returned to Fairbanks 
on night train finding that nothing was left undone 
in that camp. 

Diary 39, 1930 
April 4-5 

-4th – 
Visited the College this afternoon.  Pres. Bunnell 
met me & showed me around - introduced me to 
faculty & a few scholars.  Met many people around 
town - attended an amateur local play at the 
theater - it was as bad or worse than such plays 
usually are - but local pride was vociferous with 
applause. 

-5th - 
Busy visiting around town - calling on people & 
renewing my old acquaintances.  Have introduced 
Mr. Frank L. Knight, candidate for 
Ter. Treas. from Anchorage to all my friends.  Am 
also preparing notes for my speech tomorrow 
night. 

Diary 39, 1930 
April 6 

-6th - 
When I reached here - on the 2nd.  I called at the 
Fairbanks Exploration Co’s office & met Mr. 
Eggleston, manager, & discussed the sale of my 
three Cleary Creek mining claims.  1st Bench on 
Left Limit, Discovery, Cleary, 1/2 interest in 
Discovery Claim on Wolf (the E.J.E. Co. owns 
the other half), and the first bench Right Limit off, 
Discovery, Wolf. and offered to sell them to the 
Company for $6000.00.  Today he called me to 
Taylors office & accepted my offer, - said he had 
telegraphed the N.Y. office for authority to pay & 
would secure such authority on Monday.  I was 
indebted to the Co. for my half of the Expense of 
securing patent on Discovery on Wolf - which, will, 
of course, be taken out, 
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April 6 

6 
about $120.  While these claims are worth more 
than the sum I sold them for I cannot work them & 
so sell them.  Mrs. Frank McGarvy invited me to 
dinner - present Mr. & Mrs. Murry Smith & Mrs. 
Jack Buckley, Mrs. McGarvey & myself.  It was a 
delightful party & an excellent dinner. 

My meeting was on at 3;30 sharp.  Bob Lavery 
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was chairman - on the stage were Frank L. Knight, 
Bruer, Com. of Education, Bob Lavery, H.H. Ross, 
Joe Ulmer, candidate for highway Engineer, Chas. 
E. Taylor, & two or three others. 
But the audience was fine - a crowded house. “The 
Auditorium” - about 500 people - nearly all the old 
Pioneers - with the business men & a great many 
ladies.  It was a friendly audience - I could feel their 
friendship & spoke without effort, rapidly, - for an 
hour & a half. 

Diary 39, 1930 
April 6 

6 
My last speech in Fairbanks - some dozen or more 
years ago - was made in this house - & it seemed 
like coming home.  They rose to my talk & seemed 
to enjoy it as much as I enjoyed them.  It was a 
very successful meeting & I received many hearty 
assurances of support & I came away feeling that I 
will get a good fair majority in that vicinity. 
My old acquaintances of a quarter century back 
crowded around me to shake hands and speak 
kind words.  The meeting closed with almost a 
pioneer reunion.  At the restaurants & at the 
Pioneer Hotel, where I was, they followed me up to 
talk & I greatly enjoyed their kindness and many 
friendly assurances of support at the primary. 

Diary 39, 1930 
April 7 

-7th - 
Left Fairbanks this morning on the early morning 
train for Anchorage.  Many of my friends came over 
to the depot to bid my good by, & to renew their 
assurances of friendship & support. 
Arrived at Curry at Midnight - lunch, and to bed.  At 
very station I met friends and supporters - who had 
heard I was on the train.  Both going to and from 
Fairbanks - on the train I met men - some going to 
the Kuskokwim - some to other distant points & 
others traveling locally, and I am quite sure that I 
had as good an opportunity to meet the voters as 
fairly and as satisfactorily as it would be possible to 
do - well enough - Anyway. 

Diary 39, 1930 
April 7 

-7th - 
Reached Anchorage today at noon & went to the 
Hotel Anchorage.  Saw my friends and supporters, 
who have secured a fine hall for my speech on 
Wednesday evening.  There are two factions in the 

party here - both friendly to me - but very unfriendly 
to each other.  I shall be obliged to choose a 
friendly chairman, myself - & thus keep my meeting 
free from the bitterness which would prevail if I let 
either side take charge of it. 
Already they are assuring me of a good majority of 
the vote at the primary election - though “Knight 
has a factional fight to face. 

Diary 39, 1930 
April 8 

-8th - 
Spent the day on calling on business men & 
others. Called on Colonel Ohlson Mgr. Alaska R.R. 
& had a very pleasant and satisfactory talk.  Told 
him if I was elected I intended to work in friendly 
relations with President Hoover and this seemed to 
please him very much.  My friend Frank E. Lee – 
hunter - guide, of Eagle City days - 1900-1901, is 
here - 30 years older, but the same irresponsible 
Sioux Indian he was at Eagle.  My friends here are 
delightful - and promise me a hearty support.  I am 
in receipt of a letter from Edw. A. Allen, Seattle, 
saying that Capt. Lathrop. Rep. Nat. 
Committeeman has returned form Wash. D.C. & 
that his efforts to withhold Alaska appointments 
has resulted in a “dismal failure” – anyway.  I hope 
so. 

Diary 39, 1930 
April 9 

-9th - 
Spent much of the day in visiting the business 
houses, cigar & pool rooms & in talking to people, 
to secure a friendly support to my candidacy. 

Spoke tonight at a hall - about 250 or 300 people 
present - a fine & attentive audience.  They were 
friendly and I think I will have a good big majority in 
this town.  Many women present.  I am not as well 
satisfied with my speech as I was at Fairbanks - 
but got away with no errors - said all I wanted to 
give them - but with less force than in Fairbanks.  
The newspaper - the Anchorage Times - is silent & 
only says what is paid for. It is not at all interested - 
but I am pleased if it will keep silent. 

Diary 39, 1930 
April 9 

9th – continued- 
After writing what I did on the last page about the 
Times.  I got a copy of the evening issue & found I 
was mistaken as the following clippings show: 
 



[clipping] 
Public to Hear 

Former Delegate 
Discuss Issues 

JUDGE WICKERSHAM TO SPEAK 
AT I.O.O.F. HALL 
THIS EVENING 

Important Alaska questions will be discussed by 
Judge James Wickersham at a public meeting to 
be held at the I.O.O.F. hall this evening.  The 
judge, who served Alaska many years as delegate 
to Congress is a candidate for the republican 
nomination in the present campaign, and in his 
address tonight he will outline his policies and 
indicate some of the things he will endeavor to 
accomplish if he is again elected as the people’s 
representative at the national capital. 

Judge Wickersham has not lost his interest in 
Alaska since his retirement from public office.  He 
has made his home in Juneau, where he is 
engaged in the practice of his profession, and has 
continued to keep in close touch with Alaska 
affairs, both at home and at Washington. 

Everyone is invited to attend the meeting, which 
will start promptly at 8 o’clock. 
 
[clipping] 

Anchorage Club  
To Hear Address  

Alaska History 
JUDGE WICKERSHAM TO SPEAK 

AT REGULAR WEEKLY 
MEET TOMORROW 

Judge James Wickersham will address the 
Anchorage Women’s club at their Thursday 
meeting at the Anchorage Grill on the subject of 
“Early Alaska history.” 

No citizen of Alaska is more versed, on in 
possession of the fund of information that Judge 
Wickersham enjoys on this particular subject, so 
the members of the club appreciate the opportunity 
of hearing him. 
The educational department has conducted a study 
class on early Alaska history the past year and 

Thursday’s address will be an outstanding event in 
this department.  A large attendance is anticipated 
at this meeting at the Anchorage Grill at 2:30 p.m., 
Thursday, April 10 

Diary 39, 1930 
April 10 

-10th - 
“Politicing around” today - visiting & meeting new 
supporters. 
This afternoon talked an hour to the Ladies Club on 
the History & Geography of Alaska, & tonight for 
ten minutes to the Ladies Auxiliary of the Pioneers 
of Alaska, etc.  Am to talk to the High School 
children a few minutes. 
 
[clipping] 

Many Present 
To Hear Wick; 
Talk Enjoyed 

Veteran Campaigner Makes 
First Address in Anchor- 
age – Odd Fellows Hall 

Crowded With Interested 
Listeners – Judge Re- 
views Early Achieve- 

ments and Makes New 
Pledges – Rustgard 

Speech Used to Good Ad- 
vantage 

Citizens of Anchorage turned out in force last 
evening to hear Judge James Wickersham discuss 
the issues of the campaign and those old-timers in 
the audience who were in Alaska during the years 
Judge Wickersham served the territory as delegate 
observed little change in the veteran campaigner.  
He has the same ability now that he had in the old 
days, to hold the attention of his audience and his 
reception at Odd Fellows hall last evening must 
have been gratifying to him, for his speech 
frequently was interrupted by applause. 

The judge was introduced by Frank L. Knight, 
president of the First National bank, who is 
Anchorage’s candidate for the republican 
nomination for territorial treasurer.  He referred 
briefly to his candidacy, explaining that he had 
entered the race at the request of numerous of his 
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friends. 
As Judge Wickersham arose to begin his first  

Anchorage address, he was greeted 
enthusiastically.  He remarked that he was both 
pleased and surprised to see so many ladies 

Diary 39, 1930 
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10 
[clipping continued] 
in the audience, was glad to know that the ladies 
are taking a real interest in affairs of the territory.  
He told of having come to the territory many years 
ago to accept a judgeship in the interior, of serving 
that capacity for eight years and then becoming a 
candidate for delegate to congress, in which 
capacity he served the people of Alaska during the 
succeeding 12 years. 

He read the platform on which he had stood in 
1908, of the pledges he had made at that time, and 
of their subsequent fulfillment.  He told of the 
important part he had taken in bringing about the 
building of the Alaska railroad, under government 
supervision; of the passage of the Organic act of 
1912 which had given Alaskans the right to elect 
their legislature; of the campaign which he had 
inaugurated for the construction of a capitol 
building at Juneau; of the construction of the 
Alaska college, with land grant support; of the 
establishment of a public school system in Alaska; 
of the control of indiscriminate locations of placer 
claims by power of attorney; of the creation of 
Mount McKinley National Park. 

After reviewing, at some length, his 
achievements of those early days, the judge turned 
his attention to his platform pledges of 1930, on 
which he is conducting his present campaign, and 
promised to work as hard for them at Washington, 
if he is elected, as he did for the earlier pledges.  
He paid high tribute to Delegate Dan Sutherland 
and while admitting that he was not in agreement 
with all of the present delegate’s policies, he said 
he admired him greatly and felt that Alaska had in 
him a true and loyal friend. 

The judge pointed out that he had not had any 
serious difficulties at Washington during the time 
he was delegate from Alaska although he had 

experienced some trouble in convincing President 
Taft of the right of Alaskans to elect their own 
legislature instead of having them appointed at 
Washington.  He made many friends at 
Washington during the time he was there and a 
considerable number of them are still there.  The 
judge said he also hoped to have the good will of 
President Hoover and to encourage his interest in 
Alaska. 

Alaska should have jurisdiction over its game, fur 
and fish, the judge declared, and he promised to 
introduce a bill giving Alaskans the right to regulate 
those resources; but he did not promise that such a 
bill could be passed, because of the powerful 
influence of the bureau system.  He reminded the 
audience that Alaskans are in a sense beggars 
when it comes to getting reforms at Washington, 
the delegate being in the nature of a licensed 
lobbyist.  He must ask congress for everything. 

The judge strongly supported the proposed  
international highway and expressed the belief that 
its importance to Alaska cannot be overestimated.  
He told of having assisted to frame the bill which 
the Alaska legislature passed, for the building of 
the proposed Matanuska road, and declared that 
the road had not been built because the then 
general manager of the Alaska railroad, Noel 
Smith, had objected to such a highway running 
parallel to 
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[clipping continued] 
the railroad.  Influenced by Mr. Smith, the judge 
charged, the members of the territorial road board 
had prevailed upon Attorney General Rustgard to 
block the project by framing an opinion against it, 
“the rottenest opinion I have ever read.” 

The judge said he believed in labor and in labor 
organizations and told of a growing sentiment in 
southeastern Alaska in favor of giving labor more 
protection-particularly to that class of labor 
engaged in the fishing industry.  He spoke of the 
development of the canning industry and the 
growing tendency of the big packing companies, 
with their fleets of ships, to import their labor and 



supplies into Alaska each season, to the detriment 
of resident Alaska labor and Alaska business. 

Praise was given to William L. Paul and the work 
he is doing to better conditions among resident 
fishermen of the southeast, whites as well as 
natives.  He referred to Paul as an able lawyer and 
said there are men in congress who have more the 
appearance of being Indians than he has. 

Reference was made to the work of the last 
legislature in making several of the important 
Alaska offices elective instead of appointive.  He 
said he believed in electing every territorial official 
and gave his indorsement to the so-called 
controller bill but admitted that the name was an 
unfortunate one.  He said he liked Governor Parks 
but did not want him to appoint Alaska officials, 
suggesting that Alaska might some day have a 
governor who would not be worthy of the 
responsibility of appointing anyone.  As the result 
of the progress toward home rule which was made 
at the last legislature, Alaskans will have the 
opportunity at the next election, the judge pointed 
out, of electing all of their territorial officials, “and 
that,” he declared, “is the right kind of government.”  
The audience indorsed that statement with 
enthusiastic applause. 

Referring to the Alaska railroad and its present 
efficient management, the judge promised to exert 
himself to induce congress to continue to provide 
funds to keep the railroad operating until 
development of the territory eventually will make 
the system self-sustaining.  “We must keep the 
railroad going,” the judge declared, and he 
reminded the audience that the road now has a 
“good man at the head of it,” meaning Col. O.F. 
Ohlson. 

The judge said he would help Anchorage get a 
new federal building but pointed out that success 
would depend to a very great extent upon local 
effort.  He recalled that he had obtained the 
passage of the bill providing for the building of the 
Juneau capitol building but work was held up many 
years because of lack of support at Juneau. 

A considerable part of the address was devoted  

to the reading of a 
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[clipping continued] 
speech made by John Rustgard in Anchorage in 
1927, on which occasion the attorney general, not 
knowing that Judge Wickersham would be his 
opponent for the nomination for delegate, lauded 
the judge in flowery language.  The judge said he 
made it a rule to defend himself against campaign 
attacks but not to attack the other fellow and he 
assured he audience that his reference to 
Rustgard’s opinion on the Matanuska road project 
was the worst thing he had said about him.  
Reference was made to certain recent Rustgard 
charges, one of them being that the judge had 
accepted payment from a packing company for 
preparing a bill for the leasing of fish traps.  He 
admitted that he had prepared such a bill and had 
been paid for it, although not so much as Rustgard 
had intimated.  He then told of an instance where 
Rustgard had been in the pay of the fishing 
interests and concluded by assuring the audience 
that the honors were even on that score. 

The 1930 platform pledges of Judge Wickersham 
are as follows, the majority of them having been 
referred to at some length during the progress of 
the address: [clipping ends here] 
 
[clipping] 

No Action Taken 
On Indian Claim 

The bill which was introduced by Delegate 
Sutherland some time ago, providing for the 
granting of permission of southeastern Alaska 
Indians to sue the government for the value of 
lands and other possessions taken from them, is 
still pending before the committee on claims, to 
which it was referred, according to information 
received from Mr. Sutherland.  The delegate says 
the telegram sent from Washington by Thos. A. 
Marquam last month, stating that the bill had been 
killed in committee, was not founded on fact. 
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Judge James Wickersham, who is at present in 
Anchorage, is acting as attorney for the Indians in 
question, but of course will be compelled to 
withdraw from the case in the event that he is 
elected delegate.  In explanation of the bill now 
pending before congress, the judge says there is 
nothing unusual about it.  Action of congress is 
necessary to permit Indians to sue the government 
because of the discontinuance long ago of the 
practice of making treaties with tribes and the 
settlement of claims in that manner.  A number of 
such bills have been passed by the national 
lawmakers and Indians in several states now have 
suits pending in court.  The Indians of southeastern 
Alaska believe they have just claims against the 
government also and there is no good reason, in 
the opinion of Judge Wickersham, why congress 
should refuse them permission to take their case 
into court. 

-11th - 
Made a talk this morning to the school children – 
high school - 
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of Anchorage on Alaska history, geography, 
schools, etc.  Enjoyed it very much it seemed to 
please them quite as much as it did me. 
Left Anchorage at 145 afternoon for Seward.  
Arrived here about 7 p.m. & spent the evening until 
late visiting the pool halls & cigar places, talking 
with my friends, etc. 
 
[clipping] 

Wickersham Guest 
At Women’s Party 

 Judge James Wickersham was a guest of 
honor last evening at the social gathering which 
followed the regular bi-weekly business meeting of 
the Women of Mooseheart Legion.  The judge is a 
veteran Moose and he attended the social as a 
member of the organization, not intending to have 
any active part in the affair; but the ladies prevailed 
upon him to make a short talk and it was greatly 
enjoyed by the legionnaires and their Moose 
guests. 

 Judge Wickersham also addressed 
yesterday’s meeting of the Anchorage Women’s 
club, discussing early Alaska history, and he spoke 
at the school this morning, to an interested 
gathering of students. 
 The judge went to Seward this afternoon, 
having completed the tour of the rail belt in the 
interest of his candidacy for the republican 
nomination for delegate to congress. 

-12th - 
Called at the Gateway newspaper office - found 
them friendly & inclined to give me quiet support. 
Capt. Lathrop my most formidable political enemy 
came into town this morning on his return from 
Washington.  He had sent Bernie Stone, his new 
editor 
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on a week ago.  I passed him at Healey on his train 
- and a copy of his first issue was received today in 
the Gateway office, in which he praises 
Rustgard to the sky - as a great lawyer.  Lathrop 
kept out of sight of the public in Seward this 
forenoon & left on the noon train for Fairbanks - 
Col. Ohlson, manager of the Railroad went with 
him! 
I have visited every business man in Seward - all 
the cigar and pool halls, hotels, etc. and feel 
confident that I will have a good safe majority here 
- also in Fairbanks, Nenana and Anchorage - 
through Lathrop and his paper will do me 
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considerable injury & will cut down my Fairbanks 
majority to some extent. 
Wrote letters to Seldovia to try to overcome the 
story there that I was opposed to the Seldovia 
appropriation for a plank street when they wanted 
the last Legislature to pass. 
Jesson, Editor of the Gateway asked me to 
prepare an interview which he promised to publish 
on Monday - in lieu of the speech which I had not 
time to deliver.  I thought it not necessary to hold a 
public meeting - could not secure a hall to my 
satisfaction - so the interview idea. 
I leave the railroad towns satisfied that I could do 



no more than I have done - & hope for good 
results. 

Diary 39, 1930 
April 12-14 

12 
Left Seward tonight on the S.S. Yukon, for 
Cordova, via Valdez – satisfied. 

-13th – 
Sunday.  Beautiful clear sunshine – reached 
Valdez at noon – half an hour at wharf – met many 
people – friends, and they assured me of support 
at the primary.  Reached Cordova this evening & 
went to the “Northern Hotel, Kept by my friend 
Vance.  Visited many cigar & pool halls - & found 
friends and supporters – Wrote letter to Grace and 
got it off on the “Yukon” tonight. 

14th  
Spent today in renewing my acquaintances with 
many old friends – and feel much confidence in 
situation here.  Will hold meeting about Friday or 
Saturday evening. 
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The “Times” - newspaper here will not “Boost” for 
me.  But the editor & the men are friendly & will 
vote for me - so they say - & I think truly.  The 
Pioneers are to have a special meeting for me one 
night this week & I am assured the R.R. men are 
supporters. 

-15th – 
Called on the business men today in company with 
Dr. Chase, mayor. 
I am meeting with friendly promises. and feel that I 
will have general support here.  Walking, talking.  
Have rented the Elks Hall for public meeting on 
Saturday night. 

-16th - 
Same as yesterday - talking & walking.  Was 
entertained tonight at special meeting of Pioneers - 
talked & had a pleasant Smoker! 

Diary 39, 1930 
April 17 

17th - 
Recd, telegram from Will A. Steel, Juneau 
informing me they are waiting for my arrival to go 
on a speaking trip to follow up Rustgard, Gardner, 
Scott & others of opposing group, in S.E. Alaska.  I 
saw Empire of recent dates today.  Rustgard is 

doing the speaking - usual stuff.  Answered Steel 
saying coming - there Tuesday, and asking him to 
make plans for my speaking tour.  Sent telegram to 
Jack Martin, Unalaska, asking him to take charge 
of my campaign there.  Visited the Ry. Shops at 
Eyak - many friends.  Attended the Rudolphs 
Symphony Orchestra Concert at the Elks Hall.  
Music by amateurs - Cordova children - was very 
interesting & satisfactory. 

Diary 39, 1930 
April 18 

-18th - 
The SS. ”Northwestern” at the wharves going to 
Seward - I will embark on her on the return trip on 
Sunday - for Juneau.  Was invited to speak to the 
Children at the High School - same talk I gave at 
Anchorage - geography 
History of Alaska - development of school system 
& government.  Also about the boys & girls who 
must control Alaska in a few years, governors, 
judges, etc. - wives of same, etc.  Talked & walked 
- am promised a good crowd at my speaking 
tomorrow evening & my friends say I have made 
many new friends, and will get a majority of the 
votes at the primary. 

Diary 39, 1930 
April 19-20 

-19th – 
Still walking and talking - to the voter!  Went 
carefully over the “heads” to my speech for tonight.  
I had a fine meeting at the Elks Club rooms - about 
250 persons attended & it was a very satisfactory 
meeting.  My audience was interested, quiet, 
attentive and friendly.  I am greatly pleased with my 
reception. 

-20th - 
Dr. Chase and Louis Belter are giving me every 
assistance, and Mr. Faith, Editor Times, is friendly.  
My boat is behind schedule & I will be late in 
getting home.  Recd. telegram from Steele saying I 
am to make speeches at Juneau, Petersburg, 
Wrangell & Ketchikan. 

Diary 39, 1930 
April 21-22 

-21st – 
The “Admiral Watson” came in this forenoon - paid 
my bills & took passage for Juneau.  Beautiful day - 
clear & calm - gorgeous scenery. 
The purser gave me “103” stateroom - de luxe.  
Left Cordova confident of getting good majority.  
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Dr. Chase will telegraph Juneau my departure. 
-22nd - 

Reached Yakutat at noon and had an hour on the 
dock.  Met Max Italis, the Indian leader and the 
leading Indians.  Billy Gray, an old trader, Dugdale, 
the Commissioner, his partner, Hardy Trusseth, 
merchant, Axelson, & many others.  Had plenty 

Diary 39, 1930 
April 22-23 

22 
of time to talk - the Captain was kind and waited, 
also induced me to his friends - it was as good a 
meeting - they all assured me of a big vote. 
Pictures of Rustgard & Tom Gardner pasted in 
prominent places - but no sample tickets had come 
for our candidates - they would use the Rustgard 
tickets - & vote just the other way. 

-23rd - 
Arrived at Juneau at 10 a.m.  Am advertised to 
make a speech tonight & will then go on the 
“Northwestern” to Petersburg to make a speech 
tomorrow night.  Later: I made my speech. Judge 
LeFevre acted as chairman and induced me - no 
one else was 

Diary 39, 1930 
April 23-24 

23 
on the stage - a good audience and I spoke rapidly 
- an hour and a half. 
The court stenographer took my speech in short 
hand - for our opponents. Am satisfied with my 
effort - was particular not to criticize any one - not 
even my opponent – unfairly or with rancor.  Grace 
& my friends seemed to be very greatly pleased 
with my effort. 

Grace returned home.  I went to the dock at 11:30 
and boarded the SS. “Northwestern” for 
Petersburg. 

-24th - 
Arrived in Petersburg at 10 a.m.  Paul & Cash Cole 
with me. Spent the day calling on business men, 
etc. 

Diary 39, 1930 
April 24-25 

24 
Paid McGregor $25. cash & credit on my claim 
against him for an equal amount for rent of theater 
for tonights use at my speech.  Spoke two hours - 
satisfied & my friends say it was well received. 
Hope it did good - the big audience seemed 

pleased. 
-25th - 

Left Petersburg at 10 a.m. on George Demmerts 
gas boat for Wrangell. He is a Klawock Indian - 
with Indian crew, but offered to take us to Wrangell.  
Arrived at Wrangell - got room at the John G. Grant 
Hotel. Many friends.  Meeting at Coliseum Theater 
- house filled - and I enjoyed my own 

Diary 39, 1930 
April 25-27 

25 
speech - the audience seemed to.  My friends 
assure me of a majority here - & I think their 
judgment good.  My old friends seem confident of 
my success here. Paul left us here & went with 
Demmert in his boat to 
Klawock - where he thinks he can do more good 
than at Ketchikan. 

-26th – 
Left Wrangell at noon in the gas boat “Emblem” for 
Ketchikan.  Arrived there at midnight - got room at 
“Ingersoll Hotel”. 

-27th - 
Tired & worn out & slept till noon.  Meeting at 
Coliseum Theater tomorrow evening - conditions 
here look good. 

Diary 39, 1930 
April 28-29 

-28th – 
Walked & talked.  Meeting tonight in the Coliseum 
Theater - big meeting. good attention.  I made the 
same speech I have been making since leaving 
Juneau - except as to local conditions, and am well 
pleased at the reception.  I am sure I did not lose 
any votes & my friends think I made a few.  The 
“Chronicle” carried a long editorial in favor of 
Rustgard - against me & will Steel, candidate for 
Senator. 

-29th - 
Primary Election Day.  Raining & short vote.  Met 
Morrisey, Editor of the “Chronicle” on the street & 
in the conversation he congratulated me, said I had 
made a good talk, that 

Diary 39, 1930 
April 29 

29 
he thought I would be nominated & that he did not 
care if I was.  He has said pleasant things of that 
kind to my friends today 
 



[clipping] 
Judge Wickersham  

Addresses Crowd On  
Campaign Issues 

 Judge James Wickersham, candidate on 
the Republican ticket for the nomination for 
delegate to congress, talked for two hours last 
night to a good sized crowd in the Coliseum theater 
on the issues of the primary campaign. 
 J.E. Johnson, candidate on the Republican 
ticket for the Territorial legislature from the first 
division, introduced Judge Wickersham. 
 
I will leave for Juneau tonight on he SS. 
“Northland.” Returns from Ketchikan precincts at 
midnight are: - 
Precincts             Rustgard  Wickersham 
Revilla    12  33   
Wacker    4  9 
Charcoal Point   22  24 
First-Ketchikan   180  199 
2nd – Ketchikan   102  96 
    320  361 
 
My majority = 41. Morrisey, Ed. Chronicle offering 
to bet that I will beat Rustgard by a three to one 
vote in the Territory! 

Diary 39, 1930 
April 30- 
May 2 

-30th – 
Left Ketchikan at midnight - at Chomly unloading 
cannery supplies this morning.  Petersburg:  I 
carried Petersburg & Wrangell. 

-May 1st – 
Recd. $5878.19 for Fairbanks mines. 
Reached Juneau at 2 p.m.  Returns Favor me, but 
not enough yet to be sure of election.  Juneau went 
against me, hard, also against Cole & our ticket, 
but outside returns favorable - as returns come in 
my majority grows.  Empire concedes my 
nomination. 

-May 2nd - 
Paying monthly bills & answering correspondence.  
My majority does not fall - but slowly increases. 
It now looks to be permanent. 

Diary 39, 1930 
May 3 

-3rd - 
Same in office - talking to my friends.  Empire now 
says my present majority is 511 - and it is slowly 
growing.  Sent telegram to Darrell & W. H. Holmes, 
Amarillo, Texas. also sent Dan returns. 
 
[clipping] 

WICK IN LEAD  
BY 511 VOTES  

FOR DELEGATE 
Cole and Keller Also Make 

Gains as More Pre- 
cincts Heard From 

With returns form one precinct in the first Division 
and 20 more in the Fourth Division, Jude 
Wickersham today had increased his lead over 
Attorney General John Rustgard for Republican 
nomination for delegate to 511 votes, and was 
leading in all four Divisions. 

Cash Cole’s lead over Elmer Reed for Auditor 
was 436, his gain being made in this Division, while 
Reed picked up a few votes in the Fourth where 
the race is narrowing down.  W.K. Keller was 
slowly drawing away form L.W. Breuer for 
nomination as Commissioner of Education, his lead 
today being 266.  Walstein G. Smith increased his 
advantage over Frank L. Knight in the Treasurer’s 
contest to 927 votes. 

C.T. Gardner lost a portion of his lead over W.A. 
Steel for the Senatorial nomination in this Division, 
but was 650 votes ahead on the latest returns and 
no uneasiness was felt over the final outcome.  
Walter P. Scott also lost some of his lead over Pete 
Sommer in the House race, but was leading the 
latter by 424 votes which seemed enough to 
assure him of success.  William L. Paul had drawn 
up to within 88 votes of Roy Noland for fourth place 
on the House ticket and seemed almost certain to 
replace him when all the returns are reported. 

Kake was the only First Division precinct to 
report today.  It gave its usual majority for the 
Indian combination.  The vote was unusually heavy 
there. 

Today there was 25 precincts in the First, 19 in  
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the Second, 22 in the Fourth and 23 in the Third 
Division to be heard from.  However, all the larger 
towns have reported. 

Diary 39, 1930 
May 4 

4th  
[clipping] 
Election Returns by Division and Precinct 

Diary 39, 1930 
May 5 

-5th - 
Rustgard driving the late campaign – drew petitions 
for the Indians at Kake, Hoonah and Angoon, for 
the incorporation of their towns as cities of the first 
class, as soon, however as he found they were not 
voting for him he held his services & today refused 
to appear for them, & they have asked me to 
present their matters to the court which I am now 
doing.  He was “yaller.” 
 
[clipping] 
Election Returns by Division and Precinct 

Diary 39, 1930 
May 6-11 

-6th – 
Trial of Kake Incorporated case yesterday & today 
we are hearing the Hoonah case.  Judge Harding 
is so bitterly prejudiced against the natives - & 
especially Wm L. Paul, the leader and general 
counsel, that he cannot treat us fairly & I think he 
will not grant them the relief they ask for.  Faulkner 
is the attorney against us & he is as bitter & unfair 
as possible & leads judge Harding against the 
natives.   
I am doing what I can to answer the very many 
letters & telegrams on my desk. 

-7th – 
Election returns coming in slowly but my majority 
also slowly increases.  It seems now that I will 
carry each of the four divisions in Alaska & will get 
700 or 800 majority over Rustgard. 

-8th – 
Working in the office as usual.  I hear that Rustgard 
& wife will soon take a trip to Europe!  Also that 
they may take up their residence in Germany!! 

-9th – 10th – 
No recent returns. 
Same as usual in office. 

-11th - 
Sunday.  Introduced Gov. Parks at the Catholic 

Hospital - on Hospital day.  He made a very 
creditable address. 

Diary 39, 1930 
May 12-15 

-12th – 
As usual in the office. 

-13th – 
Trying to catch up with belated letters etc. 
My majority grows slowly - but it grows - and I will 
evidently have 700 or 800, to the good - which is 
good enough for a primary election. 

-14th – 
Wrote good long letter to Darrell. 

-15th – 
Same as usual in the office. 
Homer, Cooks Inlet, gave me a small majority & 
Seldovia did better than I expected.  The official 
count of the votes in the 1st Division is being made 
in the Clerks office today - my majority is about 250 
- less than I expected. 

Diary 39, 1930 
 

[pamphlet] 
Announcement and Platform 

of  
James  

Wickersham 
Republican  
Candidate 

for  
Delegate 

to 
Congress 

From Alaska 
1930 

TO THE PEOPLE OF ALASKA: 
Hon. Dan Sutherland has publicly announced 

that he will not be a candidate for re-election to the 
office of Delegate from Alaska in 1930. 
 At the request of many Alaskan voters I 
have consented to become a candidate for the 
nomination, on the Republican Ticket, at the 

PRIMARY ELECTION ON APRIL 29, 1930 
for the office of Delegate from Alaska to Congress, 

to be chosen at the 
GENERAL ELECTION ON NOVEMBER 4, 1930 
 



Diary 39, 1930 [pamphlet continued] 
PLATFORM PLEDGES 

In the event of my election as Delegate to 
Congress I pledge the people  

of Alaska: 
1. To work with and support President Hoover and 
his administration, in friendly cooperation, in all 
matters for the welfare of the Territory; for a more 
perfect form of Territorial Government; for the 
development of the Territory’s natural resources, 
with reasonable conservation, for the upbuilding of 
a permanent population in the Territory. 
 
2.  To support in every practical way the 
construction of a continuous International Pacific-
Yukon Highway for the joint use of Airplanes and 
automobiles, from Seattle and Vancouver, through 
British Columbia and Yukon Territory Canada, to 
Fairbanks, Alaska, with branch lines to connect 
with Alaska seaports at the mouths of the Stikine, 
Taku, Skagway and Chilkat rivers, with equal 
privileges to Hyder and from Prince Rupert to 
Ketchikan, and branch lines to connect with the 
government highway in interior Alaska, and to 
Nome. 
 
3. To favor the connection of the main line of the 
International Highway in British Columbia down 
one or more of the branch lines joining it to the 
coastal towns of Alaska with a free zone or 
roadway for the unobstructed flow of trade with the 
interior, and the passage of air-planes and 
automobiles, as nearly without restrictive 
regulations as possible. 
 
4. To support and aid in every way the construction 
and immediate completion of the proposed 
Thomas Basin at Ketchikan, for the safety and 
accommodation of Alaska fishermen and their 
boats. 
 
5. To support self-government in Alaska game, fur 
and fisheries; the better seeding of salmon 
streams; a more equal distribution of the burdens 

of conservation on all forms of fishing gear; that 
bona fide residents of Alaska shall be allowed to 
take fish at all times and places for their own family 
use; that non-resident fishermen, their boats and 
gear, shall pay a higher license tax than resident 
fishermen; and the continuation of government 
investigations of halibut, herring and other food fish 
in aid of their preservation and increase. 
 
6. To secure construction, as soon as possible, of 
public buildings at Ketchikan, Anchorage and 
Fairbanks; a bridge across the channel between 
Juneau and Douglas; the opening of the boat 
channel across the tide flats between Juneau and 
Auk Bay; the construction of an insane asylum in 
Alaska; continued necessary appropriations for the 
Alaska Railroad and road and highway work in 
Alaska. 
 
7. To support river and harbor projects, coast and 
geodetic surveys and aids to navigation in Alaska.   
8. To assist in securing the extension of all Federal 
Aids Acts to the Agricultural College and School of 
Mines at Fairbanks. 
 
9. To support and vote for all the nominees of the 
Republican primary election. 

JAMES WICKERSHAM 
January 15, 1930 

Diary 39, 1930 [pamphlet continued] 
PART OF FORMER RECORD 

While Delegate to Congress from Alaska, 1908-
1920, I drew the bills and secured their enactment 
into law for: 
1. The construction of the Alaska Railroad costing 
$65,000,000 
2. The Organic Act of August 24, 1912, creating 
the Alaska Legislature and giving Home Rule to the 
People of Alaska. 
3. The permanent location of the Territorial Capital 
at Juneau. 
4. The construction of the Alaska Capitol building 
at Juneau. 
5. The construction of the Alaska Agricultural 
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College and School of Mines at Fairbanks, with 
land grant support. 
6. The creation of the Mount McKinley National 
Park. 
7. The establishment of the Public School System 
in Alaska. 
8. The control of indiscriminate locations of placer 
claims in Alaska by power of Attorney. 
9. The Alaska Bone Dry Law, in response to the 
demand of a large majority of the electors of 
Alaska. 
10. The improvement and protection of the Nome 
harbor. 
- And many other Acts of Congress for the 
development of Territorial Government, and 
general progress, in Alaska. 

JAMES WICKERSHAM 
January 15, 1930. 
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Diary 40, 1930 
 

[inside front cover] 
[clipping] 

THE SEATTLE SUNDAY TIMES 
SUNDAY MORNING, MAY 4, 1930. 

Jim Wickersham Appears 
To Be Staging Come-Back 

 It begins to look as if Jim Wickersham, nosing 
out John Rustgard for the Republican nomination 
for delegate in Congress from Alaska and slated to 
run against his old political enemy, George B. 
Grigsby, the Democratic candidate, was staging 
another political come-back. 
 And how many of them he has staged in the 
more than forty years he has been active in 
territorial and state politics of the Northwest! 
 Pioneer, lawyer, jurist, author, Congressman and 
crusader, Wickersham has been in the center of 
more stormy controversies than any other figure 
who has grown up with Washington and Alaska.  
He has both made and written history and may 
now be giving a new twist to the story of the 
Northwest that is unlikely to be duplicated. 

Long Record in Alaska. 
 Wickersham was on the probate bench in Pierce 
County in territorial days.  He was on the Federal 
Bench when Noyes and Alex McKenzie, and all the 
characters that made early Nome, were being 
shoved out of the picture and the Guggenheims, 
Hoggatt, Shackleford and the rest were coming in.  
He had a twelve-year record in Congress from the 
northern territory before he retired, he said, to write 
the history of Alaska and to master the Russian 
language so he could decipher the musty records 
of the first settlements. 

 One official act of Wickersham’s in Tacoma 
curiously links the past with the present.  He 
launched a damage suit, when he was city attorney 
of Tacoma, against C.B. Wright, who had sold his 
city a water plant and won a $750,000 verdict, 
which was eventually compromised.  In collecting 
on the verdict, Tacoma seized a lighting plant 
belonging to the Wright estate and so began the 
first municipally owned light plant in the Northwest, 
probably the entire West. 

Partner of Ben Sheeks 
 In his law practice Wickersham was a partner of 
Judge Ben Sheeks, the veteran Grays Harbor jurist 
who died a few years ago, and as George T. Reid, 
who later was to become vice president of the 
Northern Pacific, was graduating from messenger 
boy in the Western Union he entered 
Wickersham’s office as a clerk and subsequently 
become his partner. 
 Wickersham went to the state Legislature in 
1899 and, like several of his fellow townsmen, was 
rewarded with a federal appointment when Addison 
G. Foster was elected to the United States Senate.  
In the Northwest they said jokingly that Foster sent 
Wickersham to Alaska to get him out of 
Washington politics, and if he did he tossed a 
whole hornet’s nest into the midst of the young 
northern territory.  He was fated in the North to 
share in the clean-up of Nome which followed the 
upsetting of a famous mining conspiracy which 
served the further purpose of providing the material 
for Rex Beach’s novel, “The Spoilers.”  He was in 
the Fairbanks district during the early fight  of the 
Guggenheim interests for an Alaska foothold.  
Some of the history of that early fight was also 
translated into novel form in Beach’s “Iron Trail.” 
 Wickersham rode into Congress and stayed thee 
on his anti-Guggenheim issue.  Originally a 
Republican he became a “Progressive,” but more 
than anything else he was a whole party by himself 
in Alaska for a decade or more.  Grigsby, the 
Democratic nominee, once was district attorney at 
Nome and on the face of 1918 returns was elected 
as delegate, but Wickersham contested and won 



the seat. 
 While he spent long months in Washington 
awaiting the outcome of his contest, Wickersham 
worked on his Alaska history, which he 
subsequently retired to Juneau to finish.  In his 
present race Wick ran against an old political ally, 
John Rustgard, who left the attorney-general’s 
office to make the fight. 

 [next page] 
[clippings showing election ] 

Diary 40, 1930 
May 16 

May 16, 1930. 
The unofficial returns from the various precincts in 
Alaska show that I was nominated for Republican 
candidate for Delegate to Congress by several 
hundred majority over my Republican opponent, 
Attorney General John Rustgard.  Some time will 
be required to gather all the returns from the 
outlying precincts and then to give exact and 
official figures.  Official returns compiled by Clerk 
Dunn today show that in this first Division I have an 
official majority over Rustgard of 282 votes. 

Diary 40, 1930 
May 17-19 

-17th – 
Am engaged in getting record in shape in 
Matheson v Patenaude - case where Judge Hill 
decided against my client. 

-18th – 
As usual. Nothing new. 
Made up my expense account of cost of my 
campaign for nomination etc. 
Total expenses $1397.08!  This includes printing, 
traveling & every item chargeable to that account. 

-19th - 
Drawing Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law & 
Decree in Matheson v Patenaude - a case decided 
against me by Judge Hill - he will refuse my 
findings, etc. & sign those drawn by the other side! 

Diary 40, 1930 
May 20-23 

-20th – 
Same as usual in the office. Am having my 
residence painted.  Working on case of Matheson v 
Patenaude.  Politics slow - returns slower.  H. H. 
Ross & wife & daughter, of Fairbanks, on boat 
going to Seattle, called in the office to talk politics. 

-21- 
Same - raining & painters trouble. 

-22- 
Answering correspondence - just working 

-23d- 
Recd. letter from Hon. Dan Sutherland saying he 
would come to Alaska this summer & assist in my 
campaign.  Am trying to get our antagonists Rep. 
nominees to work together in a friendly way - Cole, 
Paul & Dan Sutherland trying. 

Diary 40, 1930 
May 24-25 

-24th – 
Copy finding of fact, conclusions of law & decree in 
Matheson v Patenaude sent to Wm L. Paul, Atty. for 
the defendants.  About caught up with belated 
letters, etc. 

-25th - 
Recd. this important letter today: 
    Washington D.C.   May 17, 1930. 
Hon James Wickersham.  Juneau, Alaska 
My dear Judge Wickersham:  I have just learned 
that no Alaskan appointments will be made until 
next fall.  M. Sisson Asst. Attorney General, is 
going to have a thorough investigation made in the 
field and he may visit Alaska himself this summer.  
I got this from a Senator so I believe there is no 
doubt about it, but 

Diary 40, 1930 
May 25 

25 
I intend to go down there within a day or two and 
verify it by conversation with Mr. Sisson. 
 Lathrop has gone away.  I guess they told him 
they were afraid to send in the names he has been 
endorsing.  I had notified Mr. Sisson of my intention 
to go right down the line if some of the names were 
sent  to the Senate, and with their experience in 
the Parker case they plan to stay safe on future 
appointments. 
 I believe this situation will aid you materially in 
your campaign as the people will discover that 
Lathrop cannot put over any of the hoodlums for 
office in the Territory.  The Department is done 
over the appointment of Hart at Nome as he is in 
bad and will probably have to be 

Diary 40, 1930 
May 25-26 

25 
dismissed pretty soon.  This information is strictly 
confidential. 
    Sincerely yours, Dan.” 
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-26th - 
dismissed pretty soon.  This information is strictly 
confidential. 
    Sincerely yours, Dan.” 
Marshal White is said to have sent out word that he 
would be appointed last Wednesday – but he was 
not!  If this information from Dan is correct it may 
be some time before he will be appointed - & the 
others are all waiting with the slather running out of 
their mouths – for the hoped for pay checks. 

-26th – 
Tel. from Clark U.S.C.C. of Appeals, San 
Francisco, saying Matheson v National Surety Co. 
case Revised.”  Bully Court!   
My Majority in the Territory – so far – is 847!  Not 
Bad! 

Diary 40, 1930 
May 26-27 

-26th - continued- 
Evening paper announces the death of my dear 
friend Henry W. Elliott, at the home of his son 
John, Seattle, Wash.  Sent telegram to Hotel Frye 
to buy & send flowers to funeral with my card. 

-27th - 
Mifs Penfield for Frye Hotel replies to my telegram 
about flowers for the Funeral of my friend Henry W. 
Elliott that the funeral was quite private - no 
notices, etc. and was over before she could deliver 
my flowers.  Henry W. Elliott was an artist, a 
brilliant writer, a good citizen and for half a century 
the defender of the fur seal herd in Alaska waters - 
a gentleman! 

Diary 40, 1930 
May 28-30 

-28th – 
Working in the office - assisting Mrs. Ella Herner to 
prove up on her homestead. 
About finished painting my house. 

-29th – 
Attending to belated correspondence. 

-30th - 
Decoration Day - attended exercises on the 
wharves - but did not go to the cemetery - the 
young men walk too fast - its too far & I get tired 
too easily - in short, I am beginning to “puff” when I 
over exerted, so I'll take it easy. 
Finally finished arranging and putting away all my 
belated & mass of political letters, etc. from my 

primary election campaign - am now ready for the 
fall campaign. 

Diary 40, 1930 
May 31- 
June 1 

-31st – 
Working as usual in the office. 
[clipping] 

TOTAL REPUBLICAN VOTE OF LATE 
PRIMARIES 

GIVEN FOR ENTIRE FOUR SEPARATE 
DIVISIONS 

[Republican Primary returns by division] 
June 1, 1930. 

We are packing our traveling bags for a short visit 
to Seattle - probably will get away on tomorrows 
boat. 
All caught up with office work. Paid all my bills -
drew checks & put them in the p- o- so as to be 
able to go tomorrow. 

Diary 40, 1930 
June 2-3 

-June 2nd – 
Gardner cleaned up the yard etc. 
Paid last bills for painting & repairs on the house.  
The SS. “Aleutian” came in at 1.p.m. - We got room 
10 - a good room & left Juneau at 3 oclock for 
Seattle. 

-June 3rd -  
At Ketchikan an hour.  I had a good talk with Paul - 
about getting all the Republican nominees in the 
1st division to lay aside quarrels and support each 
other unitedly and peaceably - he agreed fully with 
my idea that it would be the best thing to do, and 
will assist in bringing the Republican factions 
together. 

Diary 40, 1930 
June 3-5 

3rd continued. 
Grace was taken with a chill & had a slight fever - 
but the stewardess gave her some tablets & she is 
better. 

-4th – 
Queen Charlottes - Seymour Narrows - at night in 
Gulf of Georgia. 

-5th - 
Reached Seattle this morning at 9 oclock - Went to 
Hotel Frye.  Both pretty tired - I went to see Turner 
about the Arness case & we then consulted the 
Allen firm.  They promised to get the case to trial if 



possible etc. 
We kept the hotel pretty close, for we are tired. 
Fine weather - but we keep still. 

Diary 40, 1930 
June 6 

-6th - 
Mr. D.E. Skinner is not in the city but I called at his 
office and saw Victor Elfendahl, his general 
manager.  Talked the political situation over with 
him.  Told him I was confident of election, but that 
Robertson and Faulkner were constantly fighting - 
& getting defeated - in the name of the cannery 
interests - bad politics not to support the nominees 
of the Republican primary when they entered it - & 
he agreed 
with me!  Told him I would not introduce the trap 
site leasing bill in Congress - but would not oppose 
it etc. he agreed to that, also, as the correct 
position for me to take. 

Diary 40, 1930 
June 6-7 

6th – continued. 
Also told him I intended to write Mr. D.E. Skinner a 
letter saying that in case of my election I would not 
accept any further consideration for the preparation 
of the bill - 
to that he assented as the right thing. 
Called & had friendly visit with Mr. E.R. Peoples, 
former Fairbanks friend, & others. 

-7th - 
Talked to the Assoc. Press man - but gave him 
nothing!  I do not want to say too much which can 
be held against me until the situation clears up & I 
know what position I must take - just keep still until 
it is time to talk!  Grace went to Kent. 

Diary 40, 1930 
June 8-9 

-8th – 
Sunday.  Kept quiet - went out on the street cars to 
Ballard & Fremont - visited an hour with Mrs. 
Governor Strong, accepted an invitation to dine 
with Edw. W. Allen's on Tuesday evening.  Am 
reading “Praise of Folly” by Erasmus - 

-9th - 
Went over to Tacoma & consulted with hopping & 
Winden about Nan's condition & the possibility of 
getting her to sell her 20 acres in Buckley & buying 
entrance into a Ladies Home.  Winden tells me she 
refused to consider such a sale - saying that she 
thought the land ought to belong to Harry. 

Diary 40, 1930 
June 9-10 

-9th – continued. 
Winden paid Harrys taxes out of my funds, & I 
advised him to pay Nan $25.00 per month for me - 
beginning July 1, instead of $20. as heretofore.  
We went out to Sumner to consult with Corliss 
about leasing my valley land for truck gardening to 
be worked for him by some of his truck gardeners.  
Came back by and inspected the land - it looks well 
cared for.  Back to Seattle. 

-10th - 
Consulted with Turner, attorney, about the trial of 
the Arness case.  Says it cannot be heard until fall 
- & must write Arness to that fact. 

Diary 40, 1930 
June 10-11 

10 
Grace & I had dinner with Mr. & Mrs. Ed. W. Allen, 
at their beautiful home at Laurelhurst - on Lake 
Washington, beyond the University.  A good dinner 
& a pleasant hour inspecting his fine collection of 
ancient maps & those showing the progress of dis-
coveries in the American continents from 
Columbus’ day down 
to the final location of their boundaries as we know 
them. 
Many friends call on us at the Hotel Frye & much 
talk of politics. 

-11th - 
Recd. from Henry Roden copies of the record, 
briefs, etc. of the Matheson case & am preparing a 
Petition for Rehearing 

Diary 40, 1930 
June 11-13 

11 
in an attempt to induce the U.S. Circuit Court of 
Appeals to extend its opinion & to strike out the 
limitation in its recent opinion in respect to certain 
items in the final account, etc. 

-12th – 
Worked on Petition for rehearing in the Matheson 
case - Dinner with the Leech's. 

-13th - 
Same as yesterday.  Mrs. Faucher - Graces' sister 
came in to visit us - Also Harold - my nephew - 
took dinner with us. Will come in & take us out to 
Buckley & Enumclaw on Sunday.  He is to be 
married soon to Miss Alberta Schram - a Seattle 
girl. 
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Many political conferences. 

Diary 40, 1930 
June 14-15 

-14th – 
The Alaska Weekly has a front page story about 
my candidacy - also a similar story about Grigsby. 
He is in Seattle & the two stories are of equal 
length - and same in substance - an attempt to be 
impartial! 
Worked all day on my Petition for Rehearing in the 
Matheson case. 

-15th - 
Sunday - a beautiful sunny day - 
Harold came after us in his automobile at 9 a.m. - 
We went out to Grace's old home on the Seattle-
Tacoma double boulevard - examined a ditch over 
which a law suit is threatened - then to Buckley - 
Saw Aunt Kate & Minnie's family - Uncle Bob & 
Aunt Mat - Maud & Nellie - Harry was not at home. 

Diary 40, 1930 
June 15-16 

15 
Then to Enumclaw & had dinner with Harold - who 
then took us back to Seattle to the Frye Hotel.  He 
was to have been married last month - but on 
account of her health the ceremony has been -
postponed until some later date. 

-16th - 
Attended meeting of the King County-
Commissioners in re Ditch Case for Grace - matter 
referred to the County Attorney - saw Mr. Hare in 
that office.  Mr. Faucher & Grace explained, the 
matter to him etc.  Mr. & Mrs. Faucher & Mr. Hart, 
Graces tenant, had lunch with us: Completed my 
Petition for re hearing in Matheson Case - ready for 
the printer. 

Diary 40, 1930 
June 17 

-17th - 
Took my Petition for Rehearing in the Matheson 
case to Bob McChesney, old Alaska printer, 1010 
1st Ave. & have it back tonight in proofs! 

Also wrote this letter:  
“Seattle June 17, 1930” 

D.E. Skinner, Esq. Skinner Building, Seattle, 
Washington.  My dear Sir. Some two years ago 
you employed me for yourself and your associates 
to draft a copy of a bill to authorize the leasing of 

fish trapsites in Alaska after the suggestions I 
made to the Committee on Merchant Marine and 
Fisheries in 1916. You paid me, at that time, the 
sum agreed upon for my 

Diary 40, 1930 
June 17 

17 
services, and further promised to pay me an 
additional sum when the bill should be enacted by 
Congress, no part of which has been paid, of 
course.  At the time of my employment I had no 
intention ever again to be a candidate for Delegate 
to Congress from Alaska, but unexpectedly I 
became such a candidate this year, and was 
nominated the Republican candidate in the primary 
election held on April 29th and will, therefore, be 
such candidate at the general election in 
November, 1930.   

During the primary campaign in April some of my 
opponents criticised me for having drawn the trap 
site leasing bill for you and your associates, and in 
answer I read the bill, which 

Diary 40, 1930 
June 17 

17 
had been long previously printed in the Alaska 
Fisherman, to my audiences from Ketchikan to 
Fairbanks, and defended it as one drawn in the 
public interest.  With the public explanation the 
voters of Alaska gave me their confidence and the 
nomination on the Republican ticket.   

However, this is to notify you and your  
associates that in case of my election as Delegate 
from Alaska to Congress, in November, first, I will 
not accept any further compensation for or on 
account of my services in having drafted that bill, 
and, second will not introduce it in Congress.  You 
will appreciate, of course, that if I did either of 
those two things while I was such official it would 
have such 
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June 17 

17 
an appearance of wrong doing as to render both of 
us subject to criticism and neither of us will wish to 
be placed in that position. 
Of course, I have a right to declare to accept any 
further compensation or reward for my labors of 
two years ago, and since I did not ever promise to 
introduce the bill in Congress, I may also decline to 



do that, so let it be clearly understood that in case I 
am elected to Congress in November 1930, I will 
not accept any further compensation or reward for 
or on account of my said services, and will not 
introduce the bill mentioned in Congress, or 
become in any way responsible therefore. 

Diary 40, 1930 
June 17-18 

17 
Thanking you and your associates for your 
confidence in employing me to prepare the bill 
mentioned, I remain, very respectfully, 
James Wickersham” 
Mr. Skinner is not in Seattle at this time, so I sent a 
copy of the letter to Victor H. Elfendahl, his agent, 
and asked him to call the matter to the attention of 
Mr. Skinner immediately on his return to Seattle. 

-18th - 
Delivered the Skinner letter to Victor H. Elfendahl, 
at Skinners office, today & talked with him about 
Alaska matters.  My Petition for Rehearing in 
Matheson case is being finished by McChesney.  
This afternoon called on Major 

Diary 40, 1930 
June 18-19 

18 
Albright at Alke Point.  He says he will go back to 
Alaska in two weeks - but he looks very feeble to 
me. 
Wrote letter to Sutherland tonight. 
Grace and some of her lady friends are constant 
attendants at the various movie-talkie theaters.  
She is having a fine visit to Seattle. 

-19th - 
Sent my Petition for Rehearing and a Certificate of 
Good Faith to the clerk of the U.S. Circuit Court of 
Appeals today: also received copy of one filed in 
the same case by Hellenthals for the National 
Surety Co! 
Anyway that's the end of our squabble in that court! 

Dr. Clarence Ime Wilson, the 
Diary 40, 1930 
June 19-20 

19 
head of the Methodist organization in support of 
Prohibition, Hazeltine, Lyle & Whitney - prohi. 
officials called on me this afternoon & talked about 
conditions of Law enforcement in Alaska.  Judge 
Harding, district Judge at Juneau, came down 
today & went east for a two months trip & rest??  

He just had two or three weeks bear hunt in the 
Dept. of Justice boat out of Juneau.  How we red 
apples do bounce along on the swelling tide. 

-20th - 
Went over to Tacoma today, found a judgment 
against Harry and a sale of his home & land at 
Buckley for $200.00 (215). His time for legal 

Diary 40, 1930 
June 20-21 

20 
redemption will expire July 13, 1930 - so I was 
forced to pay it in full to save his property.  Paid the 
$215.00 to F.M. Harshberger - who will pay the 
judgment owner take an assignment in my name of 
the certificate of sale. 

Cotter, of the Alaska Weekly called up & will see 
me tomorrow - also Dr. Wagner, head of the U.S. 
Bureau Education. 

-21st - 
Wagner, of the U.S. Bureau of Education came to 
see me - he is to be let out of the Educational work 
& complains very much - but nothing is truer than 
“Laugh & the world laughs with you - weep & you 
weep alone.”  I did not weep.  Frank Cotter came 
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June 21-22 

21 
to talk about assembling the river boat for the 
Alaska Railroad at Nenana - & I sympathize with 
the plan - but the contractor will have the 
determination - 
not the United States!  Mr. Moffett took lunch with 
us - he is preparing to put 10,000 sheep on 
Unalaska Island. 

-22nd - 
Nothing to do - went out for a long walk & heard 
meadow larks singing - Have finished reading 
“From the Mississippi to the Sea,” by my friend 
Rear Admiral Robert E. Coontz, whose son I 
appointed to the Naval Academy & who mentions 
that fact with great kindness at page 331 of his 
book. 

Diary 40, 1930 
June 23 

-23d - 
Recd. a nice letter from my friend Wm Bosch, of 
Juneau, who was in Riga, Latvia, his birth place, 
when he wrote it.  He offers to purchase some 
Russian books for me, & I have sent him a copy of 
my Bibliography” with the “Russian America” books 
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marked, but asking him to secure some lists of the 
books to be found in Riga, for sale, etc. so l can 
order from the bookmen - with prices, etc.  Also 
told him Mrs. Gov. Strong will probably be in Riga 
next month etc.  Grace & I & County Claim Agent 
went out to look at the ditch in controversy, over 
Grace's land - Writing other letters today, including 
one to Harry & Darrell. 

Diary 40, 1930 
June 24 

-24th - 
Spent the forenoon with county officials & other 
interested parties in attempting to settle a ditch 
controversy relating to Graces land alongside the 
Pacific highway - we are to go out to the site 
tomorrow in the same matter. 
Erickson, manager Lowman & Hanford book store, 
tells me the J.H. Revell & Co. representative is 
interested in my Ms. “The Old Yukon Trail” & asks 
to have it sent to his house for reading.  Promised 
E- I would send it to them as soon as I go home. 

Grace has three of her friends, Mrs. Lyons, Mrs.  
Shattuck & Mrs.           at an all day bridge game.- 
they had lunch with us here at the Frye. 

Diary 40, 1930 
June 25-26 

-25- 
Went out to Graces old home on the Pacific 
Highway with Country officials to negotiate for 
settlement of the ditch controversy - It is now 
proposed to widen the road between those 
quarreling over the ditch & construct a new ditch 
along the proposed new road.  Surveyors will go 
out in the morning to gather new data, etc. 
Finished reading “The Mongols” written by 
Jeremiah Curten - Intro, by Roosevelt. 

-26th - 
Grace & I were married two years ago today.  We 
had a gay dinner & an evening at the theater in 
consequence. 

Diary 40, 1930 
June 27 

-27th - 
Had a very Satisfactory and friendly conference 
with O'Malley, head of the U.S. Bureau of Fisheries 
& assured him of my purpose to be friendly with the 
Hoover Administration & the Bureaus in Alaska, in 
case of my election in Nov. as Delegate to 
Congress.  He gave me assurances of support & 
fair hearing & consideration in Alaska matters etc.  

Satisfactory. 
Also called on Judge Mackintosh, near friend of 
Pres. Hoover, & gave him similar assurances - very 
friendly & satisfactory. 
County surveyor is at work on road passing 
Grace's land it looks as if we would get satisfaction.

Diary 40, 1930 
June 27-28 

-27th continued. 
Howard Lerch called & told me he had 
arrangements to organize Harkrader Coal Co. - to 
buy up the $4000. labor liens against the Admiralty 
Island Coal Co. & then to buy the Granville J. 
Harkrader one-half interest in the Harkrader Coal 
Claim - that he wished me to go in with his 
associates on organization of Harkrader Coal Co.- 
they would organize for $300,000 etc. He will know 
about the matter definitely tomorrow or Monday. 

-28th - 
Wrote a letter to Wm R. Wood, M.C. from Indiana & 
Chairman Congressional Campaign Committee at 
the suggestion of Delegate Sutherland asking him 
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(Wood) to write letters as such Chairman to Gov. 
Parks, Capt. W.E. Lathrop, Rep. Nat. Com. U.S. 
Marshals Jones, Nome, Lynn Smith, Fairbanks, 
Harvey Sullivan Valdez, Albert White, Juneau, to 
J.C. McBride, U.S. Collector of Customs, Juneau, 
Chas. H. Flory, Chief Forester, Juneau, urging 
them to support the nominees of the Rep. primary - 
including myself - Also letter to Sutherland - with 
copy of my letter to Wood.  These letters are at 
suggestion of Sutherland, who hopes thereby to 
encourage these opponents to support me for 
election as Delegate in the November election.  
H.D. Stabler & bride came to the hotel today - they 
were married in Oregon - Stablers third marriage!! 

Diary 40, 1930 
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-29th – 
Sunday - Sent telegram to Judge Hill at Dutch 
harbor asking continuance - postponement hearing 
McCord bankruptcy case & to McCord, Juneau, 
about same matter. 
Also sent telegram to Granville J. Harkrader, 
Tonkawa, Okla. telling him about judgment against 
the Admiralty Is. Coal Co & Harkrader & sale of 
property on July 17th.  Long talk with Mr. & Mrs. 



Lerch, who took dinner with Grace & me tonight, 
about reorganization of that Coal project. 

-30th - 
Dinner tonight with Mr. & Mrs. Ray Lyle, at their 
rooms on. Queen Anne Hill. 
Met my very dear friend Mrs.  
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30 
Patton of Hoquiam, at the Lowman & Hanford Book 
store - She is also a particular friend of Mr. 
Erickson, the manager.  We walked over to the 
Berry Art Store, where I greatly enjoyed inspecting 
a fine collection of Alaska Indian & Eskimo work. 
Recd. letters from Mrs. Sutherland who tells me 
Dan is yet under charge of physicians - nervous 
breakdown - but will come to Alaska in Aug. or 
Sept. - if he is as badly off as she says he may not 
come!  They sent me copies of a speech made by 
Rustgard attacking Geo. B. Grigsby for his want of 
care in opposing the Alaska 'Joker' in the 
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Merchant Marine Act!  Dan wants my permission to 
spread it in Alaska in this fall campaign!  Also, he 
(Dan) sent me copy of Sec. of Int. Wilbur's report 
against us in the proposed Bill authorizing the S.E. 
Alaska Indians to bring suit against the U.S. for 
recovery of value of their Indian title & lands etc. 
I judge the Report was drawn by, or based on 
suggestions of, Rustgard!  It contains the 
arguments made against it in the April campaign by 
Rustgard & I feel sure it was written by Rustgard, 
or based on suggestion made by him to Gov. Parks 
- I will find out! 

Diary 40, 1930 
July 1 

July 1, 1930. 
Wrote a letter to Dan Sutherland today in regard to 
Sec. Wilburs report against the Indian Suit Bill - 
told him I was confident it was made on the basis 
of Rustgards public speeches against it in his 
primary campaign & asked him 
to secure what information he could about that 
phase of the matter etc.  Also suggested that his 
circular - Rustgards attack on Grigsby for 
permitting the 'Joker' against Alaska in the 
Merchant Marine Act to pass, be allowed to rest 

until we could find out if Rustgard did suggest the 
Report of Sec. Wilbur etc. - let the whole matter 
rest until S- comes to Alaska. 

Diary 40, 1930 
July 2-3 

-July 2nd – 
over to Tacoma to talk with hopping & Winden 
about my sister Nan's condition & getting her to 
arrange for a place in the old Lady's Home. 
Nothing done - Hopping & Winden agree to see her 
& I will go back to consult with them next week. 

-3rd - 
Lost my reading glasses while over to Tacoma 
yesterday & had to get another pair today =$16.00! 
Many Alaskans call & assurances of support in the 
fall election are more satisfying.  Telegram today 
from Bartley Howard, Anchorage, suggests that 
Capt. A.E. Lathrop, Rep. Nat. Committeeman may 
support me. 

Diary 40, 1930 
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-4th – 
A beautiful day - Big parades - music, noise, etc.  
Have just finished reading the first Vol. of 
Beveridge's Life of Abe Lincoln. 
Called on Ernest Walker Sawyer, Asst. to the Sec. 
Int - for Alaska, and had a very pleasant talk with 
him.  Gave him clearly to understand that in case I 
am elected Delegate I will be friendly to the Hoover 
Administration. 

-5th – 
Darrell & Jane reached Seattle from S.F. at 3 
oclock this afternoon & we have had a good visit 
with them. Nothing else - 

-6th - 
We went to Buckley - and Mildred & her 5 children 
at Aunt Kates - 
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-7th – 
Darrell, Jane & I went over to Tacoma – 
Harshberger instructed to pay $215.00 in full of 
Judgment against Harry!  Nan's matter not ready.  
We went out to the Tacoma cemetery & found 
everything in good order. 

-8th - 
Darrell drove Mrs. Strong, Grace and me to Mt 
Tacoma (Rainier) today.  It was a glorious, 
cloudless day - we spent an pour at Paradise Inn, 
& had a very pleasant trip.  The roads were good - 
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& we had a very enjoyable day. 
We left Seattle 8 this morning and arrived at the 
Frye Hotel at about 4. this afternoon - Darrells car 
is a Packard! 

Diary 40, 1930 
July 9 

-9th - 
Darrell & Jane left us this morning in the 
automobile - for Vancouver - they will return at the 
end of the week enroute to San Francisco - home.  
Grace & I will leave in the morning on the SS. 
Alaska, for Juneau.  Lunch at the Rainier Club with 
John P. Hartman, long time friend.  Called on 
friends & many coming to see me - Mrs. Gov. 
Strong will leave here on the 13th for trip to Russia 
and Germany, etc.  We have had a pleasant visit 
with her while both are at this hotel. 

Diary 40, 1930 
July 10 

-10th - 
Left Seattle at 9 a.m. for Alaska - & home.  At the 
dock I met Dr. Whiting, Gus Peterson, Spann, 
Durand and Pierson, the last three old Cleary 
Creek miners of early days.  Whiting was Dr. on 
both the White Pass and the Copper River Ry's. 
when they were constructed - & for the Alaska SS. 
Co for many years now - & all four seemed very 
pleased to meet me. 
On board are young Gus Peterson, also Jim Stuart 
& Lois Luvac, going in to Deadwood, via Valdez. 
About 125 tourists on board, - a beautiful clear day. 
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-11th – 
Crossed Queen Charlotte Crossing this morning -
glorious day. 

-12- 
Reached Ketchikan at 8 a.m.   After breakfast 
called on Senator Hunt at his store, & Editor 
Morrisey at his sanctum.  Called on Paul but he 
was not in -did not see him.  Met Heckman - 
friendly and says will bet 2 to 1 on my election.  
Met other friends - Gore, Temple, etc. 
At Wrangell this afternoon & met Grant, Pritchett, & 
many others – “Governor” Bill” Sulzer, of N.Y. on 
board at Ketchikan - as full of gas as usual - going 
into the Chandalar - to his gold (?) mine. 
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July 13-15 

-13th – 
Arrived at Juneau this forenoon - home seemed so 
good - Sunday & we remained at home - though I 

examined the mail at the office. 
-14th – 

Attending to paying bills etc.  Correspondence 
piled up. 

-15- 
Meeting of Board of Directors of the Admiralty Is. 
Coal Co. tonight: 
Present John Reck, Pres. Bob. Coughlin, Sec. 
Henry Roden, Joe Kahrer, Garmick and myself.  
The Company's affairs are in bad shape - Lien 
Judgments for about $4000.00 have been entered 
against the Co. and its property will be sold at 
public 

Diary 40, 1930 
July 15 

15 
sale on the 17th.  The Board is without funds or any 
way of running the property & it seems as if the 
Company is hopelessly bankrupt and must go out 
of business. 

Roden and some of his associates are keeping 
watch - to buy it up when it is at the bottom price - 
Reck is of the same mind - and the stockholders 
are in a fair way to lose all their investment!  Lerch 
is at work along lines similar to those used by 
Roden & Reck - and there it goes - all for want of a 
competent manager! 

I am glad I advised Harkrader of the situation by  
telegraph & will do what I can to protect the 
stockholders. 

Diary 40, 1930 
July 16 

-16th - 
Working to get the office correspondence up to 
date - Grace had four little neighbor children to 
lunch - gave them some music, candy & presents. 

Frank H. Foster, from Cordova, came in again & 
told me he came to Juneau at the suggestion of 
Capt. Lathrop, Rep. Nat. Committeeman for 
Alaska: he wants me to write to Lathrop & 
surrender my right to appose his candidates for 
Judge, Marshals, etc. now pending with the 
President. 
Its the same demand made by Shackleford and 
others of his friends years ago - which I refused 
then - I am considering the matter - I made no 
reply. 
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July 17 

-17th - 
Am preparing letter to Capt. Lathrop on the matter 
of appointments, etc. 

Tom Gardner, Rep. candidate for senator from 
this Division came in & we agreed to support every 
nominee on the Republican ticket - nominated at 
the primary.  Think we will be able to get all our 
Rep. nominees into line & thus aid their election. 

Completed my letter to Lathrop - Foster came  
over & read & approved it, and I have mailed it this 
day.  It is a friendly letter & I hope it will bring 
Lathrop into line in my support for Delegate - I do 
not surrender any of my rights! 

Diary 40, 1930 
July 18-19 

-18- 
Answering belated correspondence. 
 
[clipping] 

Error in Figures 
Makes Rustgard 

1,000 Votes Short 
 Use of a “2” instead of a “3” yesterday in The 
Empire’s primary elections returns story resulted in 
reducing by 1,000 the total vote cast for Attorney 
General John Rustgard for Delegate to Congress.  
As it appeared in The Empire, his vote was given 
as 2,522, instead of 3,522 as shown by the official 
figures received at the office of Territorial Auditor. 
 Judge Wickersham received 4,390.  His majority 
was 874 instead of 1,874, as it appeared 
yesterday. 
 
The returns now in give me a majority of 874 votes 
over Rustgard, but there are yet eleven precincts 
which have not reported & these will change the 
vote a little - not much. 

-19th - 
Cash Cole, auditor, returned today from trip to 
interior, Eagle, Fairbanks, etc. with Bob Sommers 
& came in to see me.  Reports that I am to be 
supported by Seward Gateway, Hoben, etc.  
Thinks my campaign in good 
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condition, though Frank Knight, Anchorage, late 
candidate for Ter. Treas. is disgruntled because I 

mentioned Smith, his opponent, in primary for 
treasurer, in my speech at Juneau in a friendly 
way!  Cash says he conferred with Capt. Lathrop at 
Fairbanks & that Cap. was talking about supporting 
Geo. B. Grigsby, Dem. candidate against me - that 
Cash denounced him for it etc. and that Cap. 
weakened in his stand - then left Fairbanks - came 
to Cordova.  When Frank Foster came to see me 
three days ago he told me Cap. was willing to 
support me on the statements made in my letter. 
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It may be Cash did some good in threatening Cap. 
who then concluded to compromise - hence his 
journey to Cordova, and Frank Fosters trip to 
Juneau.  Anyway I think I did the proper thing in 
writing my letter to Lathrop on the 17th!  Phil 
McGuire, insurance agent from Ketchikan in to see 
me. Is on his way to westward points - to Cordova, 
Seward, Fairbanks, Seldovia & Kodiak & will 
represent me at all these places invited him to 
dinner at the house on Sunday - tomorrow evening.  
He is a good booster.  Writing many letters, 
political to the westward points - some answers & 
others original. 

Diary 40, 1930 
July 20-21 

-20th – 
We had company for dinner:  W.G. Smith & Mrs. 
Smith, Mr. John Hayes, Mr. Phil McGuire & Mr. 
Bailey.  Just as dinner was over - 7:30 p.m. Mr. 
Gordon Charles Bettles, of the Koyukuk called on 
the phone & I invited him & his wife to come up 
from the boat - they came & all spent a pleasant 
two hours! 
Gordon set the type on the Yukon Press at St 
James Mission - in 1893! 

-21st - 
Busy in the office with correspondence.  I had a 
talk with Chas E. Flory, U.S. Forester – think he is 
entirely friendly & will support me in the fall 
election. 

Diary 40, 1930 
July 22-24 

-22nd – 
Recd. full returns - official - from Taylor, Clerk Dist. 
Court, Fairbanks & find that I have just 300 majority 
over Rustgard in the fourth division - an increase of 
44 over my last report.  Good old Tanana country! 
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-23d- 
I am preparing my Ms. Old Yukon Trails - Erickson, 
of Lawman & Hanford Co. Seattle booksellers, 
talked to the agent of Ruell Co. publisher, who 
wrote to me to send the Ms. on them & I am doing 
so. 

-24th - 
Had long & satisfactory talk with B.M. Behrends 
about politics etc.  He declares he will assist me 
earnestly. 

Diary 40, 1930 
July 24-25 

24th continued. 
He is interested in securing purchase of block of 
land in front of capitol building by the Government, 
for park & better appearance of Capitol building! 
He owns 2 lots in the block, - the block ought to be 
purchased by the Govt. & I will do all I can, if 
elected, to secure the land for that use - and told 
him so.  I suggested the matter to him - re 
responded readily. 

-25th - 
I wrote Paul & Johnson, Ketchikan asking them to 
come to Juneau soon - to consider what we are 
going to do in the fall campaign.  I am to pay Paul 
$50. expense & hope to get him to agree to 
support all the nominees on the Rep. ticket - 
Gardner included. 

Diary 40, 1930 
July 26 

26th  
Same as usual in be office.  Frank Foster came up 
to the house to see me tonight while his boat lay at 
the wharf.  He had been to Seattle and also 
stopped & saw Wm L. Paul at Ketchikan. He says 
Paul will join in organizing our Divisional party & 
will support all Republican nominees.  Tells me that 
Grigsby is at Ketchikan - & that he told Grigsby that 
neither he nor Lothrop will give any assistance, but 
will both support me. 

-27th - 
Sunday - polishing up some rough spots in Old 
Yukon Trails to send to Fleming H. Revell Co. N.Y. 
- through Erickson - of Seattle. 

Diary 40, 1930 
July 28-29 

-28th – 
Recd. from Darrell six months interest on the 
bonds his Mother left to him & which he insists I am 
to have during my lifetime.  Answering 

correspondence. 
-29th - 

Cash Cole was just over - he is against making any 
alliance with Gardner & other Republican 
candidates for the Legislature in this Division for 
the united support of the Republican ticket - on 
which he is a candidate for Auditor. 
He will keep Paul out of such combination if he can 
- while I am trying to get peace in our local party 
ranks.  He will make trouble when & if we do have 
a meeting of candidates for that purpose - though 
he is allying himself with some of our enemies - 
Bob Sommers, etc. 

Diary 40, 1930 
July 30 

-July 30- 
Jack Underwood, Seattle Representative 
newspaper man in Washington, D.C. came to call - 
he has been around the fishing grounds with 
O'Malley.  He is friendly, said everywhere he went 
he heard only friendly words about my election & 
thought I was sure to win.  Also said he would be 
glad to assist me in Washington - advised that I 
work with the Administration - that I could get more 
for the Territory that way, and I assured him I inten-
ded to do just that thing.  Said he thought the 
Hoover administration would receive me friendly & 
help me - if I acted friendly etc. Said he thought 
Dan could have accomplished more by friendly & 
discreet courts etc. 

Diary 40, 1930 
July 31 

-July 31st - 
Attended the Chamber of Commerce luncheon 
today when the officers of the British vessel 
“Dauntless” were guests.  Was asked to make a 5 
minute talk by the chairman - but declined.  It was 
an interesting - ordinarily so - meeting - nothing 
startling. 
Telegram from Paul who will come to Juneau on 
Mondays boat - to meet the Republican candidates 
and try to get united effort! in answer to my letter of 
25th.  Gardiner was in and. I asked him not to lose 
his temper - but to be patient - that we will get 
Cash Cole & Paul in time - if not the first meeting at 
a later one  He promised.  O'Malley called! 



Diary 40, 1930 
July 31 

31 continued - 
O’Malley called & he is in good humor - I told him I 
would work with him quietly and fairly.  Much more 
can be done by friendly persuasion than by fighting 
- we can in that way get the canneries, also to give 
the Indians work. Now they will not employ Indians 
- but if the fighting can be quieted - we can get 
them to employ all the Indians - and that will be the 
end of the war!  All the Indians want is work & fair 
pay, & I feel sure the canneries can be induced to 
do that - now.  They are tired of the constant threat 
of war & menaced taxes. “Peace,” sounds good to 
them. 

Diary 40, 1930 
August 1-3  

August 1, 1930. 
In the office as usual.  We will attend the public 
reception at the Governors tonight - in honor of the 
officers of the British vessel -the “Dauntless”. 
It was a fine reception! 

-2nd – 
Paying monthly bills. 
Judge Clegg, from Fairbanks, called while the boat 
going south was in port - talked over politics in 
Fairbanks country - it looks good he thinks. 

-3d - 
I was greatly pleased this morning to receive notice 
through the mail that the U.S. Circuit Court of 
Appeals had reversed the judgment of the 

Diary 40, 1930 
August 3-4 

3 
District Court - Judge hill - in the case of Pond, et. 
al. vs. Goldstein, No 6033 - etc.  Hill held against 
us & threatened to take away the Pond Building & 
give it to Goldsteins - a great wrong - & we have 
now secured reversal & saved Pond's property - 
worth $15,000. - about all he had. 

-4th - 
As usual at work in the office - Have just read 
“Uncle Sam's Attic,” - Mrs. Mary Lee Davis' new 
book.  It is the best book yet published description 
of Alaska.  She is a good writer - & has a 
statesman’s view of the needs of the Territory. 

Diary 40, 1930 
August 5 

-5th - 
Have just received official copy of the Opinion in 
the Pond case - it holds Mrs. Ponds claim to a half 
interest in the property valid - & the lease to Winter 

& Pond Co. also, but leaves the matter of fraud on 
Pond - for his 1/2 interest open for a new trial - not 
quite as satisfying as I would like it to be. 
Wm L. Paul, candidate for the Legislature came in 
about 11 oclock - he talks all right & I think it 
possible now to get unity among the Republican 
candidates. 

Paul had dinner with us - he seems in good faith  
to desire a friendly organization & support by all 
candidates of the Republican party. 

Diary 40, 1930 
August 6 

-6th - 
The Republican nominees for office - Tom 
Gardiner, Walstein G. Smith, Cash Cole, Grover C. 
Winn, Walter Scott, Wm L. Paul, and myself, met in 
my office this afternoon to consider how many of 
us will support the Republican ticket at the election 
in November.  I stated the purpose of the meeting 
and declared my intention to support honestly and 
fairly any Republican candidate present. 
Paul wanted to know what assurance Gardiner, 
Scott & their friends would give that they would 
also support the ticket - including himself.  They 
both gave positive promise that they would work 
united with the group - Winn & Smith gave same 
assurance. 

Diary 40, 1930 
August 6-7 

6 
Cash Cole was insisted on for the security from 
those whom he called “the other crowd” before 
consenting to support them.  Cash is a “grouch”! 
We adjourned after an hour's talk, to meet again on 
Friday afternoon.  We made some headway. 

Grace “pulled off” a bridge party today - & says it  
went nicely - she is pleased about it. 

-7th - 
Same as usual in the office. 
We are to have Rec. C.E. Rice & wife, Miss Mary 
Carnahan. 

Diary 40, 1930 
August 8 

-8th - 
Aug 9, 1990 
The Republican nominees for Territorial Legislature 
met with myself, Treas. Smith, Auditor Cole - we 
finally all agreed to support each other & the whole 
Republican ticket & abandon our factional quarrels. 

That which did most to bring about harmony was 
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a telegram which I received this morning from 
Lathrop, Rep. Nat. Committeeman, as follows: 

Cordova, Alaska, Aug. 7, 1930. 
Hon. James Wickersham, Juneau.  Just received 
your letter on my return to Cordova today stop you 
ask me a certain question at the close of your letter 
I unhesitatingly say that I answer your question in 
the affirmative, I will. 

A. E. Lathrop. 
Diary 40, 1930 
August 8 

8 
The telegram enabled me to read the last 
paragraph in my letter of July 17th to Lathrop to the 
candidates & brought them into line instantly.  We 
then agreed unanimously to support the whole 
united ticket - so we now have a united party in the 
First Division & in the Territory - for the first time 
since 1908!  We then agreed to form a Divisional 
organization, and to meet a week from today - in 
my office to bring about that organization!  In short 
it now looks as if we will have peace and unity in 
our Republican organization - at least in this 
Division - which casts almost as many votes as the 
other three. 

Diary 40, 1930 
August 9-11 

-9th – 
Same as usual in the office. 

-10th – 
Sunday - We went with Lockie and Mrs. McKinnon 
out to visit Mr. & Mrs. Howard B. Stabler, at their 
cabin beyond Auk Lake - on the beach.  Had a 
pleasant trip, enjoyed the visit, had a good dinner 
etc. 

-11th - 
My friend Mike Sullivan – “Big Mike,” has long been 
working on an oil land project at Yakataga beach, 
and is no? reorganizing his Guyot Oil Co.  He has 
my old Alaska friend Kruger interested who has 
secured some S.F. capitalists to back the project.  
To help Mike out I put in $100.00

 

Diary 40, 1930 
August 11-12 

11 
today, for which I get 1000 shares of stock.  Mike 

owes me another $100. and he gives me another 
1000 shares of stock for that.  The Company is 
stocked for 200,000 shares! 
Grace & I go to see a local play “The Hoodoo" 

tonight. 
-Aug. 12th - 

[clipping] 
ALASKAN TRIP. 

Two destroyers of the Battle Fleet, U.S.S. 
Wasmuth and U.S.S. Perry, will leave Seattle, 
Wash., Aug 12 with the select committee appointed 
by the Senate to investigate the Alaskan railroad 
and its prospects. The party will include Senator 
Robert B. Howell, Senator John B. Kendrick and 
Senator John Thomas.  Rear Admiral Robert E. 
Coontz, United States Navy, retired, who has been 
ordered to active duty temporarily, will accompany 
the committee, because of his connection with 
Alaskan matters for 43 years and his particular 
knowledge of Alaskan waters and harbors. 
 
Tom White, from Katalla, came in with Mike 
Sullivan - he came to Alaska 44 years ago - one of 
my friends.  I am writing a long political letter to Dr. 
Chase, Cordova - also to Bob Lavery, Fairbanks - 
in support of Unity & organization. 

Diary 40, 1930 
August 12-14 

12 
[Card] 
Credentials for Delegate’s Watcher 
United States of America, 
Territory of Alaska. 
................................................ is hereby duly 
authorized to act as Watcher at the General 
Election to be held in the Territory of Alaska on the 
Fourth day of November, 1930, in pursuance to the 
provisions of Section 398, Compiled Laws of 
Alaska, 1913, in the precinct in which he resides, 
and in the interest and for the undersigned, the 
Republican Candidate for the office of Delegate 
from Alaska. 

[signed by] James Wickersham 
 

I am sending out copies of this card to the most 
distant precincts early, so as to organize my 
friends. 

-13th – 
Same as usual in the office.  Have just finished 
reading “The Education of Henry Adams,” & I think 



he is too full of vanity which he tries unsuccessfully 
to hide - he is a highly educated failure! 

-14th - 
Same as usual in the office.  Writing political letters 
- Chase, Lavery - Taylor & sending out Watcher's 
certificates to distant places. 

Diary 40, 1930 
August 14 

14th – continued. 
O'Malley, U.S. Supt. Committee of Fisheries came 
in - I gave him copies of my letter to Capt. Lathrop - 
to Chase, etc. all urging peace in politics & support 
of the Hoover administration - and O'Malley - to 
read.  He read them with interest, & we then talked 
the matters over & he went away with assurance 
that if I am elected as Delegate I will work in the 
most friendly way with his friends in Washington 
and will do what I can to quiet the disputes & 
troubles that have arisen between Dan, the natives 
and our faction of the Republican party.  He 
seemed pleased & will write to Lathrop urging him 
to assist 

Diary 40, 1930 
August 15 

-15th - 
Second meeting of Republican candidates at my 
office - everything is going smoothly and in a 
friendly spirit of cooperation.  Busy sending out 
“Credentials for Delegate's Watchers,” Sent those 
for 4th Division to Charles E. Taylor & wrote him 
and Lavery fully about what to do: also sent cards 
for Nome - 2. Div. to A. Polet, my home supporter, 
with a letter of instruction. 
The three Senators - Howell of Nebraska, Kendrick 
of Wyoming and Thomas of Idaho, accompanied 
by Admiral Coontz, U.S. Navy, retired, will be here 
at midnight on their own fleet.  Will call in morning. 

Diary 40, 1930 
August 16 

-16th - 
Missed the Senatorial party upon whom I called at 
9. -  they had gone at that moment to visit 
Mendenhall glacier: Wamsley, Sec. Chamber of 
Commerce informed me I would have a reserved 
seat at the luncheon on their return. 
Luncheon at Arcade Restaurant – 12N.  Met 
everybody, Senator Howell, Thomas & Kendrick, 
Com. Int. State Commerce, Ry. Frank McManany 
& Admiralty Coontz talked - Gov. Parks & Henry 
Roden - Senator Kendrick said that while he had 

never seen the Alaska Ry. he knew all about it - for 
he had read the statements in the Senate Hearings 
etc. made by me! -which raised a laugh, of course. 

Diary 40, 1930 
August 16 

16 
Parks & Roden both made good speeches - 
Robertson -presided. The official visitors seemed in 
full sympathy with Alaska, and I hope for favorable 
results. 

Recd. telegram from Judge Clegg Seattle saying 
“Had satisfactory conference with Mr. Sisson today 
he goes north on Aleutian and hoped he would see 
you”  Sisson is Asst. Atty. Genl U.S.A. and is 
coming north to look into fitness of new appointees 
for judges etc. in Alaska.   
Sending out more Cards to the Westward & writing 
letters to my friends 

Diary 40, 1930 
August 17-18 

-17th – 
Sunday: Preparing list of Illustrations for “Old 
Yukon Trails.”  Completed reading “Safari” by 
Martin Johnson - African animal stories & good 
reading. 

-18th - 
Same as usual in the office. 
Chas. P. Sisson, Asst. Atty. Genl. will be on the 
“Aleutian” tonight - she arrives at our wharf about 2 
a.m. and I intend to deliver a letter to him with 
copies of my — letter to Lothrop, and to Chase, 
and copy of Lothrop’s telegram & my platform - to 
show him that I am working earnestly to bring 
union to the party & induce general support of the 
Hoover administration etc. 

Sent “Credentials for Delegate's Watchers.”  
Diary 40, 1930 
August 18-19 

18 
out to Dr. Chase for 3rd Division by Tom White of 
Katalla, with letter of instruction.  That covers the 
coast of the Third - but must send Cards for 
Railroad belt to Roach, at Anchorage! 

-19th - 
Asst. Atty. Genl. Charles P. Sisson, came on the 
SS. “Aleutian” early this morning & had Marshal 
White telephone for me - 7 a.m.  Came down to the 
office & met him - White & Stabler were with him - 
Privately he asked me about Judge Clegg & I told 
him that Clegg is a competent & honest man. 
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He asked me about O’Malley - just to find out my 
bias - I told him O'Malley was a good man in the 
right place - also gave Marshal White a good 
recommendation 

Diary 40, 1930 
August 19 

19th – continued- 
I did not urge any candidate - just answered 
inquiries - but confined myself to presenting him a 
copy of my letter to Lathrop - his answering 
telegram - my Platform & a copy of my letter to Dr. 
Chase & an assurance that I was doing all I could 
to secure peace and unity in the Republican party 
in Alaska and the support of President Hoover & 
his administration & offered my letter to Lathrop & 
other evidences as surety of my actions.  He 
seemed pleased with the situation - but kept his 
counsel about appointments to himself.  He was 
pleasant and friendly and wished me success in 
the fall campaign.  His boat left for the westward at 
8 a.m.- 

Diary 40, 1930 
August 20-22 

-20th – 
Answering correspondence -. John H. McGinn, 
Fairbanks, Sutherland, Wash. W.E. Holmes, 
Amarillo, Texas, etc. 

-21st – 
Working on illustrations for “Old Yukon Trails” 
Recd. a letter from Chas. W. Vail, Clerk Supreme 
Court, Springfield saying, “Pursuant to your 
request of 31st ultimo, I looked up the record and 
find that you were admitted to the bar on January 
14, 1880.” 

-22nd - 
Same as usual in the office. 
Tom Gardiner, candidate for Senator on our ticket 
tells me the “Empire” will have long editorial 
against us tomorrow. 

Diary 40, 1930 
August 23-24 

-23rd – 
Long conference with Hoonah Indians about 
incorporation of Hoonah town. Even in law Matters 
they are shrewd, hardheaded, sensible - Like 
Missourians - you have to “show me.” 

-24th - 
My 73rd Birthday. 
Sunday: Conference with Neal, Postal Inspector, 
about politics, public buildings, etc.  He tells me he 

is working in connection with Sisson. 
I exhibited my letter to Lathrop, the laters telegram 
agreeing to work in harmony etc.  Also told me 
Lathrop has lost Prestige in Washington by working 
publicly there with Marquam! 

Diary 40, 1930 
August 24 

24 
The Empire in last nights issue tries to stir up the 
prejudice against the Rep. ticket & especially our 
candidates for the Legislature, as follows: 
 
[clipping] 
DAILY ALASKA EMPIRE, SATURDAY, AUGUST 

23, 1930. 
G.O.P. NOMINEES COMBINE; AGREE ON FALL 

UNITY 
Gardner and Scott Agree 

on Harmony Program 
with Indian Faction 

Under the leadership of W.L. Paul, Indian leader 
of Ketchikan, the Republican candidates of the 
First Division will this year make a campaign under 
the slogan of “Vote the Party Ticket Straight.” 

The dove of peace has descended on these 
champions of the longtime warring factions of the 
G.O.P. in this Division and harmony prevails 
among them. 

Alliance Is Formed 
Prejudices such as that against mass voting of 

the organized Indian element, held up to April 28 
last by some of the nominees, and bitter denuncia-
tion of everything for which the anti-Indian primary 
candidates stood have been cast aside.  And the 
pipe of peace has been smoked by the nominees. 

The breach between the candidates is closed.  It 
may be it is not wholly healed, only time can reveal 
if it was quieted by a genuine specific or merely 
lulled into inactivity by the dope makers. 

Whatever it eventually proves to be, cure or 
otherwise, it was decided upon at a conference, or 
series of discussions, a sort of political clinic, held 
here early this month.  Participating in this were 
Judge Wickersham, nominee for Delegate to 
Congress; Cash Cole, nominee for Auditor; W. G. 
Smith, 



nominee for Treasurer; C.T. Gardner, Walter P. 
Scott, Grover C. Winn and W. L. Paul, all 
legislative candidates.  The only Territorial 
candidates not present 
were Joe Ulmer, High Engineer candidate and 
W.K. Keller, candidate for Commissioner of 
education, and J.E. Johnson, Ketchikan nominee 
for the House was the only Divisional office seeker 
not attending. 

Promoted by Foster 
 There is no secret about the fact that Frank H. 
Foster, veteran Third Division politician and 
legislator, during a recent visit here boosted along 
the harmony program.  In fact, his visit seemed to 
have been largely politically evangelistic in its 
tenor.  He took his text from the handbook of 
practical politics and expounded mightily on party 
fealty and not without result. 
 After convincing his congregation here that the 
only true road to political heaven was in supporting 
the Republican candidates from the head of the 
ticket right down through the entire list, he carried 
his stirring message to the Ketchikan Garcia.  His 
hopeful words brought Mr. Paul hotfoot to Juneau 
and Harmony was a fact accomplished. 

Enmities Are Forgotten 
And now everything is lovely. Behind the banner  

of the Grand Old Party march Paul, Wickersham, 
Gardner, and the other candidates, shoulder to 
shoulder, sounding their political battle cries alike 
to the white and Indian phalanxes to “be up and at 
'em” – the “’em” being their Democratic opponents-
in the coming campaign and in Alaska’s next battle 
of ballots in November. 

Diary 40, 1930 
August 24-25 

24 
[clipping continued] 

From the candidates' viewpoint this probably 
looks like very practical politics.  Mr. Paul has and 
can deliver a thousand or more Indian votes to the 
candidates he favors.  Mr. Gardner and Mr. Scott, 
both of whom were vehemently opposed by the 
Indian faction in the April primary campaign, and 
who just as vigorously attacked that element, 
polled a very heavy white vote. Gardner received 

one of the biggest primary votes ever given any 
party candidate for Senator in the First Division. 

Assured of the Indian vote, he and Scott should 
be certain of election if they can hold intact their 
primary white vote.  And Paul, also, can view the 
situation hopefully if Messrs. Gardner and Scott 
can turn their own strength to him. 

Paul was defeated in the election of 1928, and 
without the combination as proposed, undoubtedly 
would have been in a doubtful position in this 
year’s campaign.  Gardner’s advisers have been 
fearful that the Indian vote would go to John W. 
Frame, who is running independent for the Senate, 
and that it might be sufficient to elect him in a close 
race between him and the Democratic candidate, 
Allen Shattuck.  No one, at any time, has had any 
idea that the Democratic nominee would get any 
Indian votes. 

Believes Will Win 
Thus, the G.O.P. strategists have intended to 

solve two problems in their new alignment of 
forces.  They believe they can assure the election 
of Paul and also that of Gardner. 

They also are confident it will go a long way  
toward bringing victory to the entire ticket.  The 
First Division has the biggest vote of any in the 
Territory.  The ticket that carries it by a heavy 
majority can afford to lose all the rest of Alaska by 
small margins and still win.  Therefore, harmony in 
this Division seemed to be most desirable to those 
seeking office. 

-25- 
Same as usual in the office - reports about poll 
matters coming in good. 
An informed the Democratic cohorts are so 
disgusted with Grigsby's drunkenness and general 
worthlessness that they will not assist him to a 
campaign fund or in any other way.  He seems 
stranded at Ketchikan for want of support - sorry - 
but glad. 

Diary 40, 1930 
August 26-27 

-26th – 
Same - Mrs. Teddy Kettleson, of Sitka took dinner 
with us this evening. 
Teddy is Supt. Pioneers home. 
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-27th - 
John Rustgard has just returned from his trip to 
Norway & Germany - he came into my office today, 
with a big smile on his face and shook hands with 
me - seemed to be glad to get home & was entirely 
friendly & sensible. Good. 
Grace is giving a farewell party - bridge to Mrs. 
Polly Post, who goes to California this week - the 
Post Party was a howling success: about 25 old 
friends - sourdoughs - cards, dancing, & 
storytelling - a good baked ham dinner. 

Diary 40, 1930 
August 28-29 

-28- 
As usual in office - politics O.K. 
Meeting of Taku Erickson - Ashby mining group 
tonight - things look rather blue - account of 
general slump in minerals, etc. 

-29th - 
Writing political & other letters. 
Wrote to Mary Lee Davis – “Uncle Sam's Attic” 
saying hers was best book on Alaska, etc.  
Telegram to Dr. Chase urging him to get my 
Credential cards to westward on “Starr.” 
Meeting of Rep. candidates - Gardner & Al. White. 
U.S. Marshal, urged organization of Rep. Div. 
Com: - Gardiner suggested that Lathrop & 
Faulkner be put in charge!- 
Cole objected & nothing finally done. 

Diary 40, 1930 
August 29 

29th – continued. 
Intolerance. 

The Empire had this Story this evening: 
 
[clipping] 

HOPE OF FIRST  
DIVISION LIES  

IN DEMOCRATS 
Democratic Committeeman 

Issues Vigorous Cam- 
paign Statement 

Hope of the First Division citizenry desiring 
liberation from continued political domination by 
the organized Indian element rests solely on the 
Democratic -- party, in the opinion of J.J. 
Connors, National Committeeman for Alaska of 
that organization. In a statement issued today, he 

pointed to the recently formed alliance of 
Republican candidates as the basis of his 
contention. 
The issue, he declared, is clean-cut. “The 

alliance of Republican candidates solely for the 
sake of election,” of that be conceded, “leaves only 
the Democratic candidates to speak for the people 
who rallied around Attorney General John 
Rustgard and his ticket - on which were C.T. 
Gardner and Walter P. Scott - in the April primary 
election,” he said. 

Outlines Territorial Campaign 
 Mr. Connor’s comment on the situation in the 
First Division was part of a general outline of the 
Democratic campaign program for the entire 
Territory.  It indicated a vigorous drive for votes 
throughout the Territory for all offices for which 
there is a party candidate. 
 Home Rule for Alaska will be the keynote of the 
general campaign.  “In its several conventions from 
time to time, Democracy in Alaska has spoken in 
unequivocal terms demanding that the Federal 
Government extend to the people of this Territory 
the same rights, privileges and responsibilities of 
governing themselves and administering their 
resources as was possessed  by every other 
American territory preceding this one,” he declared.  
“Our candidates are all pledged to work toward that 
goal, and we are confident it can be achieved if 
Alaskans will support us. 
 “We are not making any fight on Federal 
bureaus, because we recognize they are essential 
under the present system of Government.  But we 
are in earnest in proclaiming the right of Alaskans 
to administer their game, fur, fisheries and other 
natural resources which are now under control and 
direction of Federal authority, and sincere in our 
purpose to attain that right without further delay.” 

Need Intelligent Electorate 
An enlightened, intelligent electorate is 

necessary for real home rule, said the statement of 
Mr. Connors. “Voters, in order to understand issues 
and realize their import, to weight the candidates 
and parties they represent, must be capable of 



studying those issues, to read about them in the 
daily press, to discuss them with their fellows. An 
electorate that cannot do this, that is dominated by 
the will of one or two leaders, that votes as a unit 
oftimes without being able to read the name of the 
candidates for whom it votes and without 
knowledge of the existence of the office at stake, is 
a very real menace to self-government,” he 
declared. 

“This fact has been quite generally recognized in 
Southeast Alaska for several years.  Forward 
looking leaders of both Democratic and Republican 
parties have recognized that danger and have in 
the past co-operated in an effort to suppress it.  In 
this movement they have had the hearty support of 
a great many Alaskans who have aided in the work 
without thought of party lines. 

Success in Sight 
“For several years the movement has been  

slowly gathering headway.  After almost complete 
domination by the Indian block in its pri- 

Diary 40, 1930 
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29 
mary elections for the past six or eight years, last 
April, Mr. Gardner and Mr. Scott, running on the 
Rustgard ticket, and supported by thousands of 
voters sincerely disturbed by the threat of mass 
voting to the welfare and progress of Alaska, 
succeeded in breaking through the barrier.  
Gardner defeated W.A. Steel, and Scott beat Pete 
Somer, both candidates of the Indian action.  It was 
an achievement of note, one in which Republican 
and Democrat alike rejoiced, since it seemed to 
sound the note of final downfall to mass voting and 
political dominance in this Division. 

Since the slate on which these two candidates 
made the race made the issue plain, the victory 
was distinctly theirs and the prestige of the Indian 
faction suffered severely.   

Throw Away Fruits 
“Now for the sake of the very massy vote they 

formerly denounced, Messrs. Scott and Gardner 
have thrown away the fruit of their victory.  Not only 
that, but they are openly endeavoring to lead their 
primary supporters into an alliance with the Indian 

phalanx which they loudly proclaimed to be a 
menace a few short months ago. 

“There has been no change in the attitude of the 
Indian faction and its leaders since the primary 
election.  The issues so far as it is concerned, have 
not altered, and their leaders continue to be 
dominant.  Every principle for which Gardner and 
Scott contended and upon which they exhort for 
votes last April has yet to be achieved.  They 
cannot achieve them under the banner of W.L. 
Paul and his Indian organization.  In the chase of 
the Indian block vote, they have turned their backs 
on these principles and broken faith with the voters 
who made it possible for them to be Republican 
nominees. 

Must Turn to Democrats 
“It is significant that, faced with defeat in the 

general election by reason of their primary losses, 
the Indians did not turn to the Democratic party for 
an alliance to save them from a November 
disaster.  Undoubtedly they were aware that such 
an offer would have been promptly rejected.  Our 
organization does not differentiate between a white 
vote and an Indian vote from a racial standpoint.  
But it does distinguish between a vote that is 
bossed and directed, ands one that is cast freely 
for candidates of its own choosing, and with a clear 
understanding of all the principles and issues 
involved. 

“Therefore, to avert political obliteration, they 
made overtures to those men they had opposed so 
bitterly in April and brought about an alliance of 
candidates under a specious plea of ‘party 
harmony.’ 

“This, necessarily, leaves the Democratic party 
and its candidates the only hope for the Division.  
These candidates, in good faith, are standing upon 
a platform that is identical with that upon which 
Messrs. Gardner and Scott made their primary 
race, but which they have abandoned in order to 
get the 1,000 or more boss-ridden Indian voters of 
the Division. 
 
While the public may not quite understand the fact 
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is that the Empire “butted in” and fought our action 
in the Rep. primary election - boosted Gardiner & 
Scott, Rustgard, & now finds itself unable to 
support Gardner.  Scott against Shattuck & 
Juddson, & 

Diary 40, 1930 
August 29-31 

29 
is now obliged to get out of its own trouble & does 
it by maligning both Gardner & Scott!  It cannot 
support both Gardner (Rep.) & Shattuck (Demo.) 
for Senator - so it abuses Gardner & Scott. 

-30th – 
Political correspondence. 

-31st - 
Letter from Frank Ester suggesting organization of 
Republican platform - Lathrop to be the head - 
apparently - but Frank in reality.  Cash Cole saw 
me in the office & protests most vigorously against 
the scheme of the Lathrop-Foster-Faulkner crowd 
to get entire control of organization & thereby to be 
the Rep. party in Alaska, we to get the votes - I 
agree with him. 

Diary 40, 1930 
September 1 

September 1, 1930. 
As usual in the office, though it is Labor Day, when 
most men loaf, because it is holiday.  Cash Cole 
came in to grouch about politics. Poor Cash he 
cannot & will not do team work in political matters. 
Sent for Gardner & asked him not to urge Faulkner 
as head of our combination of two former fighting 
factions - not before meeting of the Legislature 
next March - anyway.  I told him I was afraid it 
would scare out supporters & probably add to his 
troubles.  He agreed to my suggestion & 
will, himself - at my request act as the head of our 
organization of candidates. 

Diary 40, 1930 
September 2 

-Sept. 2- 
Larry Sullivan came into my office nearly 3 years 
ago - & has roomed at my house for nearly two 
years - he leaves tonight to become Asst. Dist. 
Attorney in Third Division.  He had dinner with us 
this evening.  We regret his departure, for he is a 
bright, honest, studious young man, & ought to 
become a leading man in Alaska, if he remains 
here. 

Meeting of the group of Taku miners interested in 

the Erickson - Ashby group of lode mines situated 
on the south side of the Taku river opposite the 
Tulsequah - We are paying up on our summers 
work - making affidavits of assessment work etc. 

Diary 40, 1930 
September 3-6 

-3rd – 
Stockholders meeting Admiralty Island Coal Co - to 
consider our excessive debt - nothing done but talk 
- adjourned to meet again Sept. 17 - to talk again.  
It seems to me if anything is done to relieve the Co. 
it will be done by Lerch! 

-4- 
Busy as usual in the office. 

-5th – 
Working on law cases in court today. Tried Cooday 
v Cooday - for us. 

-6th - 
Sent my Ms. “Old Yukon Trails” to J.E. Erickson, 
1514 3d Ave. Seattle, who will attempt to get it 
published by Fleming H. Revell Co. 

Diary 40, 1930 
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-7th – 
Sunday - Answering correspondence in the office.  
The S.E. Alaska Stir has just concluded - last night.  
Not much of a Fair, but it affords the people a 
chance to meet & visit, etc.  The display of flowers, 
and items of home made materials was good 

-8th - 
Recd. telegram from W. H. Holmes, from  

San Angelo, Texas, Sept. 7-8, 1930 
Hon. James Wickersham, Juneau 
Republican State Convention here Tuesday please 
wire R.B. Creager wishing party success 
incidentally mention me.  W. H. Holmes. 
To which I replied as follows  

Juneau, Alaska, Sep 8, 1930 
Hon. R.B. Creager, Care Republican 

Diary 40, 1930 
September 8 

8 
state Convention, San Angelo, Texas.  
Republicans in Alaska send greetings to the 
Republican State Convention in Texas stop many 
Texans in Alaska both Republicans and bully good 
citizens stop we were greatly pleased that you 
nominated an Alaskan for Governor two years ago 
stop you honor us when you honor W.H. Holmes 
stop we wish you a rousing convention satisfactory 



nominations a Hoover platform and success in 
November. 

James Wickersham Republican  
candidate for Delegate to Congress from 

Alaska. 
Foxy “Doc” has something up his sleeve - I am 
glad to have been able to assist him - & hope he 
gets what he wants out of it. 

Diary 40, 1930 
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-9th - 
Tried another small case today & got a judgment 
for my client, & $7500 for my services.  Recd. letter 
from Dan Sutherland saying he will be here in a 
few days & ready to go to the Interior for me.  I will 
ask him to follow upon Grigsbys track & spoil 
George's game as far as possible. 
Recd. a letter from W.H. (Doc) Holmes, my Texas 
friend - enclosing a check for $100.00 addition to 
my campaign fund.  I am really pleased that I got 
my telegram off to the Texas Sate Convention 
yesterday!  Boats in today & many friends came up 
to call - Bartley Howard reported that Lathrop is 
o.k. etc. 

Diary 40, 1930 
September 10 

-Sep. 10, 1930.- 
Emory Valentine, old timer in Juneau, died last 
night. 
Wm L. Paul, of Ketchikan, candidate for the 
Legislature on the Republican ticket - Indian boss - 
is here & will take dinner with me this evening - 
Later: we had a meeting of the candidates tonight, 
and started a campaign fund - we each put up 
$100. a piece, & Tom Gardner was made the 
treasurer & will make collections & pay out the 
money for boat hire, halls, printing, and other 
necessary expenses for the divisional fight.  Of 
course we Territorial candidates are in on the fund 
& will travel with the local candidates. 

Diary 40, 1930 
September 11-
12 

-11th – 
Recd telegram from Sutherland saying 
“Seattle, Wash. Sep. 11, ’30. 
James Wickersham, Juneau, Alaska, 
Sailing on Rodgers today tell Mike,  

Dan Sutherland.   
He is coming just at the right time.  I will try and 
persuade him to go on & follow up Grigsby! 

-12th  
As usual in answering correspondence. 
Tonight I went over to Douglas, on the invitation of 
Billy Ferro, Dept. U.S. Marshal, & attended a 
rousing meeting of the Fraternal Order of Eagles. 
The worthy Grand President – Proctor of Elkhart, 
Ind. was present & spoke - Good Meeting. 

Diary 40, 1930 
September 13-
14 

-13th – 
Raining - as usual - at work in the office! 

-14th - 
Emory Valentine buried today.  He was a strong 
character - but never could do team work - he had 
to control matters or he would not engage in any 
enterprise - he was, in some ways, - an outlaw - 
but always had a gentle side for those in distress. 

Recd telegram from Sutherland from Ketchikan 
this evening saying “Will be on Yukon bound for 
Seward & Fairbanks.” 
I am sorry that he will not stop off in Juneau. 

Diary 40, 1930 
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-15th - 
Sent Dan telegram saying: 
“Disappointed if you cannot stop over at least one 
boat stop  We have room ready for you important 
to consult before going westward answer. 
Recd. reply as follows: 
“Booked through on Yukon and hoped you would 
be going along stop Feel that time is short for 
interior work stop plan to be with you while Yukon 
is in Juneau.” 
John P. Hartman is here today on Rodgers, says 
he had long talk with Dan, who is both friendly & 
will work actively in Interior for me & the whole 
Republican ticket.  I feared he would be impatient 

Diary 40, 1930 
September 15-
16 

15 
and maybe sour because of my efforts to 
consolidate Republican factions – our opponents 
are his enemies as well as mine, but Dan never 
forgives or compromises & I feared he would not 
approve my plans – but Hartman declares he does 
approve.  I hope so, but his refusal to stop over 
sounds ominous. 

-16th - 
Dan Sutherland came on the SS. Yukon at 3 
oclock this afternoon - took dinner with me - at the 
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home.  Showed him my letter to Lathrop & talked to 
him about making peace with the faction which has 
always opposed us & he approved.  He is visiting 
around & will go west on Yukon tonight. 

Diary 40, 1930 
September 16 

-16th continued- 
I was greatly relieved when Dan said we did quite 
right in combing with the Republican faction which 
has always fought us - He will make the campaign 
for me to the westward, Cordova, Seward to 
Fairbanks - Seldovia & Kodiak, and I am grateful to 
him for that assistance. 
We had a meeting of the Stockholders of the 
Admiralty Island Coal Co tonight.  Better spirit 
prevailed - also made an option to Smith & 
Buchanan to sell the property for $75,000 - but 
these men are wholly unknown & do not look any 
too good to me.  Still its a short option and might 
be better than it looks.  Henry Roden went to 
Fairbanks on business - on the boat with Dan. 

Diary 40, 1930 
September 16-
17 

16 
[clipping] 

The Republican Party of Alas- 
ka presents the following Can- 
didates at the General Election, 

November 4, 1930: 
For Delegate to Congress – James Wickersham 
For Treasurer – Walstein G. Smith 
For Auditor – Cash Cole 
For Commissioner of Education – W.K. Keller 
Fro Territorial Highway Engineer – Joseph Ulmer 
 

{3rd Division} 
(Divisional Officers) 

For Senator – Robert S. Bragaw 
For Representatives – 
 Cal M. Brosius, of Seward 
 Frank H. Foster, of Cordova 
 Joseph H. Murray, of Cordova 
 L.D. Roach, of Anchorage 
 

-17th - 
Working in sending out political letters etc. to 
distant precincts 

Diary 40, 1930 
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-18th – 
Dan went on to westward points on the Yukon - I 
wrote a nice letter to Mrs. Sutherland about his 
good appearance - physically - for has been ailing 
this summer.  Busy sending letters & Platforms to 
the distant precincts. 

-19th – 
Same as yesterday.  Tom Gaffney - Demo, 
candidate for Auditor against 
Cash Cole, Rep. has arrived in Juneau and is 
stopping every body on the streets - shaking hands 
& telling 'em what a hell of a feller he is. 

-20th - 
Sending out political letters - Grace is writing them 
for me on the typewriter 
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-21st – 
Sunday – sending out political letters – Grace is 
typing them. 

-22nd – 
Same as yesterday. Miss Scheibel began work in 
the office as typist. 

-23rd – 
Same as yesterday. 

-24th - 
Same as yesterday.  Sending a letter to each voter 
- say 4 to 6, in each outlying precinct from Nome to 
Circle, and in 3rd & 4th Divisions together with 
printed copy of my Platform & announcement sent 
out before the spring primary.  Trying to reach a 
few friends in every one of the northern precincts. 
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-25th - 
The Seward Gateway of Sep. 6 has a Scare Head 
Article written by one Don Carlos Brownell, 
advocating the abandonment of the Government 
Railroad, and turning it into a truck road – tearing 
up the rails – widening the grade & making it into 
an automobile road.  The Gateway give it 
prominent space – first page – scare heads – 
approval & adopts the plan!!  It is an amazing thing 
for the Gateway to do – and I am interested in 
noting the reaction. 
 Also wrote to Jensen, editor of the Gateway & 
sent him cut & am advertisement – with $2500, in 
which Ad & denounced to plan of “tearing up the 



rails etc.”  Also sent ad & $25. to L.F. Paul, 
Petersburg, Alaskan. 

Diary 40, 1930 
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-26th – 
Same as yesterday. 

-27th - 
Still writing letters - political copy - to my friends, 
acquaintances & strangers throughout the 
Territory.  Have written nearly 2000 personal letters 
- & none to First Division - S.E. Alaska.  All to the 
Nome, Fairbanks & Valdez Division precincts - I 
intend to make the rounds of the precincts in the 
First - Juneau Division & speak to the people 
personally.  With Sutherland out on the Railroad 
precincts - where I was in April - it seems to me the 
situation is pretty well covered - much better than 
usual, anyway. 
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28 

-27th – 
Meeting of the Ter. & Div. candidates at my office 
for the discussion of the political situation. Nothing 
much of interest. 

-28th - 
Sunday.  E.J. (Stroller) White, the editor of Strollers 
Weekly, died this morning.  He is one of the oldest 
newspaper men in Alaska began on the Alaskan in 
Skagway in 1898, - or ’99, thence to Dawson, 
Whitehorse, Douglas & Juneau.  He was a kind 
soul and one of the best story tellers in Alaska. 
 
[clipping] 

Asks O.M. Kinney For Old  
Time Alaskan Newspapers 

Judge James Wickersham Is Gathering Alaska 
Newspapers to be Part of His History 

of Territory, for University 
Diary 40, 1930 
September 28 

28 
[clipping continued] 

Alaska history is being compiled by Judge James 
Wickersham, of Juneau, by gathering copies of old 
newspapers which have been published in the 
territory since the beginning of the civilization in 
that section of the globe. Through these 
newspapers Judge Wickersham expects to gather 
data which, when verified by certain old 

“sourdoughs”, will complete his history. 
In a letter to O.M. Kinney, one of the publishers 

of the Whitefish Independent, Judge Wickersham 
asked if Mr. Kinney would he able to give certain 
data which he has lacking at the time. Mr. Kinney 
was a newspaper publisher in Alaska for about 16 
years, leaving there in 1916 when he came to 
Polson.  During his time in Alaska, Mr. Kinney was 
identified in many different towns where he either 
started or continued the publication of papers! 

Mr. Kinney’s son Claude, now deceased, was 
also an Alaska publisher, and at the age of 16.  On 
one of his visits to Alaska, Rex Beach became 
acquainted with the boy while he was editing “The 
Alaskan” at Cordova.  Rex Beach wrote a very 
lengthy article for the Saturday Evening Post about 
the boy and his paper, which appeared during the 
summer of 1906, and which very ably described 
the newspapers of Alaska, and under what 
handicaps the publishers were working. 

Judge Wickersham was sent by the United 
States government to Alaska as judge.  He later 
served at representative of territory at Washington, 
D.C., for a number of terms.  He is at present 
practicing law at Juneau.  As a hobby he is 
compiling this history, which he expects to leave in 
the library of the Alaska Agriculture College and 
School of Mines.  Judge Wickersham and O.M. 
Kinney were personal friends and together hope to 
supply some data which seems to be missing, as 
will be noted in the following letter: 

Juneau, Alaska, Sept. 6, 1930. 
Otto M. Kinney, 
Whitefish, Mont. 
Mr. Dear Mr. Kinney: 
 As one old sourdough to another I want to talk to 
you about old Alaska newspapers.  In the early 
days you worked on newspapers in this territory-
the “Alaska Daily Guide” Skagway, issued from 
1900 to April 30, 1905, 5 columns, four pages, 
daily except Monday, O.M. Kinney, editor etc., (2) 
“Alaska-Yukon Mining Journal,” Skagway, monthly, 
February of 1901 to April 1902, 2 columns, 30 
pages, H.C. Diers, editor, O.M. Kinney manager.  
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(3) “The Diamond Drill, Katalla, established 1907, 
weekly, O.M. Kinney and son, editors and 
publishers, no data.  Your son, Claude, and Tad 
Hillery were publishers of the “Alaskan” at 
Cordova, June 6, 1906 to October 27, 1907, and I 
think until June 27, 1908, after which the paper 
was sold and became the Cordova Daily Alaska. 
 This information I get from a book entitled, 
Bibliography of Alaskan Literature, 1724-1924, 
prepared by myself and printed by the Alaska 
Agricultural College and School of Mines, and the 
point to this long statement is that I want to know if 
you {have} or your son has any files or copies of 
these or any other Alaska papers.  For some years 
I have been making a special collection of books 
about Alaska, of books, pamphlets, newspapers 
etc. which I intend to preserve and leave to the 
Future University of Alaska.  I have accumulated 
the largest amount of such material for that use, 
and I hope if you have any such that I may get 
them for that public use. 
 Wont you please write to me and tell me if you 
have fortunately saved even a few copies of those 
old papers? 
I have a half dozen copies of the Guide and a 
specimen or two of the Mining Journal, but not a 
single copy of the Diamond Drill, and I very much 
wish to get additional copies of each.  They may 
not have been specially worth saving at the time 
they were published but in the years to come they 
add to the value of such a collection.  Such a 
library {collection} in the future University of Alaska 
will greatly add to its library and I will thank you if 
you can assist me, even with a few copies in 
making up my files. 
 Anyway please write to me and tell me what you 
have left, if anything, out of your early Alaska 
newspaper efforts, 
 Sincerely yours,  James Wickersham 

Diary 40, 1930 
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-29th – 
In the office as usual. Raining like a flood. 

-30th – 
Same as yesterday.  Our Rep. candidates met 
yesterday afternoon & today also.  We are tying to 

raise the funds necessary to pay our campaign 
printing bills & for a boat for 20 days trip around the 
towns & villages in S.E. Alaska. 

Oct. 1, 1930. 
As usual in the office.  Gardner reports that he 
cannot get the money to employ the Virginia - 
Rutherfords Mill boat to take us around to the town 
& villages - it will cost $1000.00 and that seems too 
much - we cannot raise that much for that purpose. 

Diary 40, 1930 
October 1-2 

1 
[clipping] 

Republican First Division Platform 
- o - 

We, the undersigned candidates for election as 
Senator and Representatives to the Legislature in 
the first Division, Territory of Alaska, on the 
Republican ticket, do hereby pledge ourselves if 
elected, to support the following among other 
principles: 
1.  To work with and support President Hoover and 
his administration in friendly cooperation in all mat-
ters for the welfare of the Territory.   
2.  To aid in, and encourage, the investment of 
capital in the development and fair utilization of the 
natural resources of the Territory. 
3.  To obtain such legislation as will leave the 
fisheries of Alaska open only to bona fide residents 
of Alaska. 
4.  To secure the enactment of an adequate 
community property law. 
5.  To provide needy Pioneers of both sexes and 
afford relief for indigent widows and orphans 
6.  To give preference to applicants for clerical 
employment who have been bona fide continuous 
residents in Alaska for one year or more. 
7.  To require all available supplies needed by 
Territorial activities to be purchased within the 
Territory from residents thereof. 
8.  To provide proper supervision over the 
expenditures and accounts of all Territorial offices. 
9.  To provide for uniform purchase of supplies for 
Territorial offices under control of aboard of elected 
officials. 
10. To establish convenient and necessary 



airports. 
11. To Encourage actual prospectors by aiding 
them with transportation. 
12. To maintain the fish hatchery at Ketchikan for 
experimental purposes 
13. To continue reasonable appropriations for 
restocking program of game and fur-bearing 
animals and for control of predatory animals. 
14. To secure a survey of the schools of the 
Territory by some competent authority so the 
Legislature my work intelligently in getting the 
greatest benefit to our children out of the 
$1,000,000 now appropriated by each Legislature 
for schools. 
15. To aid in the construction of the International 
Highway through British Columbia and the Yukon 
Territory, into Alaska, and its connections with our 
present system of highways. 

We respectfully solicit the support of the voters of 
the First Division at the election of November 4, 
1930, upon these pledges. 
 

DIVISIONAL CANDIDATES 
For Territorial Senator:  

C.T. (Tom) Gardner, Juneau  
For Territorial Representatives: 

J.E. JOHNSON (Ketchikan) 
WILLIAM L. PAUL (Ketchikan)  
W.P. SCOTT ( Juneau)  
GROVER C. WINN (Juneau)  
 

TERRITORIAL CANDIDATES 
For Delegate to Congress:  

JAMES WICKERSHAM (Juneau) 
For Territorial Treasurer:  

W. G. SMITH (Juneau) 
For Territorial Auditor: 

CASH COLE ( Juneau) 
For Highway Engineer: 

JOSEPH ULMER (Fairbanks) 
For Territorial Commissioner of Education:  
W. K. KELLER (Juneau) 

-Oct. 2nd - 
Asst. Atty Genl. C.F. Sisson is here - came in on 

early boat & will remain until late this afternoon.  
Recd 

Diary 40, 1930 
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2 
letters from Dan Sutherland from Fairbanks & 
Curry - says I do not need to come in there again - 
that Grigsby is working & making speeches, but not 
dangerous - So I will not go into the Interior, but will 
make my campaign here 
in S.E. Alaska. 
Atty-Asst. Genl Sisson came in and we had a very 
satisfactory talk about men & appointments in 
Alaska.  I gave Stabler & Mike Sullivan each a 
strong recommendation - showed him my letter to 
Sutherland about Stabler - which seemed to 
interest him.  I think he looks with favor on Stabler - 
maybe for Judge!  He asked me for a copy of my 
Bibliography which I presented to him with my 
compliments. 

Diary 40, 1930 
October 2-3 

2 
He assured me that Capt. Lathrop was supporting 
me politically in good faith, and declared I would be 
elected by a big majority!  Good, if true. 

-3rd - 
Usual Friday meeting of Republican Candidates at 
my office - all but Cash Cole, for Auditor, who will 
not come.  Recd. copy of letter written by Wm L. 
Paul to Cash, trying faithfully to keep him loyal to 
the party and candidates - but my judgment is that 
we cannot expect any thing from Cash but 
complaints & disloyalty.  Smith, Treas, Gardner, 
Sen. Winn, Rep. & I have agreed to go on the boat 
on 11th to Skagway, Haines & Sitka - & probably on 
till the end of the campaign. 

Diary 40, 1930 
October 4-5 

-4th – 
Same as usual in the office. 
Reports about political conditions come in 
satisfactory - it is generally conceded that will be 
elected - that the whole Republican ticket will be 
elected!  Faulkner & his friends here in Juneau, 
who have generally been opposed to Dan & myself 
are apparently supporting me now. 

-5th - 
Sunday - reading & making notes that may be 
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useful if I can get up courage enough to write 
history of Alaska.  Just now I am studying 
Catherine I. wife of Peter the Great. 
Just read “The Last Full Measure,” by Mrs. Morrow 
- a study of the conspiracy to assassinate Abraham 
Lincoln.  Also reading Baron Wrangells surveys 
along the Russian Arctic Ocean shores. 

Diary 40, 1930 
October 6-8 

-6th – 
Answering correspondence, etc. 

-7th – 
Same as yesterday. 

-8th - 
Working busily on political matters.  Telegrams to 
Anchorage Times & Cordova Times to publish my 
cut & adv.  Sent Louis F. Paul, Alaskan paper one 
Hundred ($100.) by mail. 
Elizabeth M. is a poor orphan girl and was taken 
into a family here - they are “down & out.”  
Elizabeth is engaged to be married & Grace is 
giving her a “shower” tonight - that is she has 
invited her own friends to come to our house & 
meet Elizabeth & give her - each, something that 
will be of value to the girls household, supplies etc., 
a common thing these days. 

Diary 40, 1930 
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8 
Working busily on political matters.  Telegrams to 
Anchorage Times & Cordova Times to publish my 
cut & adv.  Sent Louis F. Paul, Alaskan paper one 
Hundred ($100.) by mail. 
Elizabeth M. is a poor orphan girl and was taken 
into a family here - they are “down & out.”  
Elizabeth is engaged to be married & Grace is 
giving her a “shower” tonight - that is she has 
invited her own friends to come to our house & 
meet Elizabeth & give her - each, something that 
will be of value to the girls household, supplies etc., 
a common thing these days. 
 
[clipping] 

[Photograph of James Wickersham] 
James Wickersham 

Republican Candidate for Delegate to  
Congress, Election Nov. 4, 1930. 

I have always stood, and now stand, for Home 

Rule for Alaska, and secured the passage of the 
Act of Congress of August 24, 1912, creating the 
Alaska Legislature.  I will support Self-Government 
in Alaska game, fur and fisheries, and full 
Territorial Government by the people of Alaska.  I 
will support to the Last Ditch the continued 
economical operation of the Alaska Railroad and 
oppose “tearing up the rails.” 

JAMES WICKERSHAM 
Diary 40, 1930 
October 9-10 

-9th – 
Same as usual in the office. 

-10- 
Same as yesterday.  We have made final 
arrangements to go to Skagway, Haines & Sitka, 
on the SS. Rogers, on Monday - Paul and Johnson 
have telegraphed saying they would come on the 
Rogers & make the trip with us. 
Grace gave a dinner last night - Chas. Settlemier, 
long the editor of the Dawson News, Tom Gardner 
& wife and Mifs Isnal schoolteacher were with us.  
Candidates all met this afternoon & to my surprise 
Cash Cole came - good as pie - & will go with us 
on the Rogers Monday. He has lucid intervals! 

Diary 40, 1930 
October 1-13 

-11th – 
Sending out political printed matter - large card 
with my cut - and list of all candidates, our platform 
& sample ballots, etc. 

-12th – 
Sunday.  Our boat will be here tonight sometime - 
about midnight.  We have all of our campaigning 
literature ready to mail & Kellar will attend to it here 
- he will not go with us on the boat - 
Left Juneau at midnight on the “Rogers” for Haines 
& Skagway. 

-13th - 
Arrived in Haines before noon.  Had two hours & 
we visited every business house & talked with 
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everybody we could get to listen to us.  Made a 
pretty thorough canvass & left Haines satisfied that 
we had lost nothing by our failure to hold a public 
meeting.  Left for Skagway - arrived there at 4 
oclock & we were met by a committee of our 
friends with a large automobile - we went to the 



Railroad shops & met Howard Ashley - foreman of 
the shops & were introduced to many of the men.  
Then back to town there we called on business 
men & residents until the boat left at 630 p.m. 
We are sorry not to have had a meeting, but Keller, 
Ashley, Semler, Hearn & many more assured us of 
the support of the town. 

Diary 40, 1930 
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-14th - 
Awoke this morning to find the Rogers at the 
cannery wharf at Hoods Bay on the west Coast of 
Admiralty Island.  Early this forenoon left Hood Bay 
for Sitka - through beautiful Peril Strait - Clear 
weather yesterday & today 
- with north wind blowing - Arrived in Sitka at 530 
evening - we all went to the Johnson's cafe & had 
our dinner, then over to call on the Kettleson's.  
Also went with Teddy through the Pioneers Home 
& shook hands with old Pioneers.  Our meeting 
was held in the Coliseum Theater - crowded full & 
a fine meeting. Grover C. Winn acted as Chairman 
-Wm L. Paul 

Diary 40, 1930 
October 14-15 
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was our first speaker - Tom Gardner, second, & I 
last.  I talked loudly & rapidly but said little - though 
I took the last ten minutes to deliver an eulogy on 
Frank A. Aldrich, who died here in the Pioneers 
home about two weeks ago & is buried in the 
Pioneer cemetery.  Our meeting was quite a 
success - we think. 

-15th - 
We left Sitka at 7 a.m. for Juneau.  No stop - no 
meeting - good sleep.  Arrived at Juneau at 10 p.m.  
Clear & a heavy cold wind blowing.  Went to home 
with Grace, changed my clothes, etc. & went to the 
office & boat: Left Juneau at midnight. 

Diary 40, 1930 
October 16-17 

-16th – 
Arrived at Petersburg at 10. a.m.  Took room at the 
Arctic Hotel & visited around town all day.  Went 
out to Scow Bay with candidates.  Invited to dinner 
by Wm L. Pauls mother - rooms in rear 
Presbyterian Church - enjoyed it very much.  
McGregor's movie theater tonight.  We will hold our 
public meeting tomorrow evening. 

-17th - 

Visited the business men of Petersburg today 
walked out to the water tank - saw 5 or 6 
“jacksnipes” running on the ground in a yard, etc. 
Held our Republican meeting tonight: Gardner, 
Paul & I talked - a good meeting & a big crowd. 

Diary 40, 1930 
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-17th continued. 
Paul made an excellent speech - Gardner 
stumbled along & said nothing. They left me but 
little time - When I arose my bladder was full & 
began to annoy me & before I was half done I was 
in pain - grew nervous from the fear of losing the 
urine - some did flow & my distress spoiled my 
control of my voice, and checked my speech.  I 
closed quicker than I intended - the audience did 
not notice my condition - but how relieved I was to 
quit & hurry to the urinal!  I walked too much during 
the day, probably.  We candidates all attended the 
public dance at the Sons of Norway Hall – Cash & 
Mrs. Cole, Gardner and Johnson danced - the rest 
of us looked on. 
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-18th – 
We have had beautiful clear, windy & cool weather 
for several days - it was such when we went into 
the Theater last night - though sensibly getting 
warmer when we came out of the Theater at 11 
oclock p.m. it was snowing! 
This morning there is a foot or more of snow on the 
level ground & still snowing.  It quit about noon & 
seems now about to rain - foggy & warm - 
Alaska Day - stores closed and we have rested, 
slept and smoked.  I am smoking too many cigars! 

-19th - 
Our candidate group left Petersburg at 9 a.m. on 
the small 

Diary 40, 1930 
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boat “Tasmania,” and arrived at Wrangell at 3 p.m. 
- took rooms at Grant's Hotel. 

-20th – 
Visiting business men in Town - Bishop Rowe is 
here. 

-21st - 
Attended meeting of Chamber of Commerce 
luncheon, & short talks. 
We all talked 5 minutes - Bishop Rowe & others & 
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each of our candidates. 
We held our Republican Meeting tonight at the 
Coliseum Theater - Good crowd - all 6 of our 
candidates spoke - I last, as usual.  It was a very 
satisfactory meeting.  Wrangell looks safe enough. 
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-21st – 
Visiting around town talking to people - We are told 
the SS. “Norco” will be here late this evening & we 
will probably go to Ketchikan on her. raining. 

-22nd - 
We left Wrangell last night on the Norco, and 
reached Ketchikan this morning at 6 a.m.  Went to 
bed and slept till 9 - we could not get rooms on the 
Norco - only bunks & it was very uncomfortable. 

Our party was invited to lunch with the Chamber  
of Commerce - as usual - we all spoke 5 minutes.  
People here seem friendly and I think our party 
ticket will have a majority here. 
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-23d- 
We held our Ketchikan meeting at the Coliseum 
this evening.  Good crowd - better attention & a 
successful meeting - about 400 people present.  
J.E. Johnson acted as chairman, & G.C. Winn 
spoke first, all for a short time.   Paul took most of 
the time & I closed for an hour! 

-24th - 
Sent in my report of expenditures, etc. 
We are visiting business men, etc. 
Went over to Metlakatla this afternoon to speak to 
the Indians.  Found them in the midst of a carnival 
– we spent some money at Carnival Games, etc.  I 
spoke for 5 minutes only & we returned to 
Ketchikan. 
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-25- 
We returned from our trip to Metlakatla about 
midnight last night & caught the SS. “Farragut” for 
Juneau - 
Arrived Wrangell at 2 p.m. and spent an hour there 
visiting our friends: Reached Petersburg about 7 
p.m. and visited until midnight.  Called at printing of 
the Alaskan - Cash Cole, candidate for Auditor has 
been unjustly and maliciously criticizing everybody 
on our ticket - except Paul - whom he toady's too 
like a lickspittle. 

I had a quarrel with him for his actions - it may 
quiet him some - at least until the election on the 
4th.  He is an arrogant ass - I am “fed up” on him & 
want no more. 
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-26th – 
Sunday - We reached Juneau at noon - and I am 
now at home again & reading Grigsbys criticisms of 
myself - about what I expected - nothing new & not 
serious!  However my friends think he made an 
impression & that I must answer it fully. 

-27th - 
Grigsby declared I did not oppose the Sec. 27 
Merchant Marine Act, and I am sending Senator 
Jones a night letter telegram recalling my 
appearance before the Com. & asking him to send 
me a telegram stating the facts. 
 
[Wickersham, wrote over the above entry on this 
page in red ink] 
Debbie and I were married at Rochester, Ill. 50 
years ago today. 

James Wickersham 

Diary 40, 1930 
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-28th – 
Busy in political work. 
We will hold our Republican Rally Thursday 
evening (30th) at the Palace Theater & I am busy 
on my speech.  Grigsby made a strong speech 
against me & I must make a strong one in reply. 

-29th – 
Working on my speech and talking to people who 
drop in - 

-30th - 
Preparing my speech for tonight.  Much interest 
among candidates for this town is doubtful & we 
are anxious to make a good impression. 

Diary 40, 1930 
October 30 

-30th continued - 
At our meeting tonight in the Palace theater we had 
a big crowd and our speaking went off in good 
shape.  I spoke an hour and a half - and am not at 
all satisfied with what I did and said.  I was at the 
end of the list of speakers and felt hurried and did 
not close up my arguments satisfactorily - & yet 
it was the best meeting we have had in our 
campaign.  After the meeting our managers sent 



out full telegraphic reports to all points in the 
Territory.  We think we did much good & gained 
votes and confidence.  Competent persons say we 
had more than double audience that Grigsby had. 

Diary 40, 1930 
October 31 

31st  
The Empire gave us a good, fair statement & report 
of our meeting last night - in its todays issue: 
 
[clipping] 

REPUBLICANS  
STATEPOLICIES  
AT RALLY HERE 

Judge Wickersham Replies  
to Criticisms and  
Cites his Record 

Republican candidates in he Palace Theatre last 
evening held the first and only meeting planned by 
them for Juneau in the present campaign.  Before 
a large and partly sympathetic audience, which at 
times manifested approval by applause, their 
spokesmen for the occasion outlined their party's 
policies, replied to Democratic attacks and solicited 
support at the polls next Tuesday. 

Judge James Wickersham, nominee for 
Congress, delivered the principal address.  He was 
preceded by Grover C. Winn, who acted as 
chairman of the gathering, and W.P. Scott, both 
candidates for Territorial Representatives.  Mr. 
Winn reviewed the careers of all the Republican 
nominees.  He emphasized the legislative record of 
William L. Paul, Ketchikan Indian, who seeks a 
seat in the Territorial House of Representatives.  
Mr. Paul was lauded for initiating enactments in 
behalf of public schools.  Mr. Scott explained that 
in the primary he had opposed the Paul group, but 
that as he had entered the Republican primary as a 
Republican, he was morally and politically bound to 
support its nominees and that he was glad to do 
so. 

Inequitable Representation 
 “It is to the interest of the First Division to elect 
the Republican Territorial ticket and to the interest 
of the Territory to send a Republican Delegate to 
Congress,” declared Judge Wickersham.  “Each of 

the four divisions will elect four Territorial 
Representatives.  In the Fourth Division there are 
no Democratic legislative candidates, so its 
representatives will be Republicans.  In the Third 
Division, there are only two Democratic candidates, 
so at least two of its Representatives will be 
Republicans.  In the Third Division, there is only 
one Democratic candidate so at least three of its 
Representatives will be Republicans.  Therefore in 
the next Legislature, of sixteen Representatives, 
there are sure to be at least nine Republicans, a 
majority.  If the First Division’s delegation is not 
entirely Republican-for instance, if two are 
Democrats-the Division will be merely a cipher. 

Must Be Corrected 
“This Division with 6,000 votes has half the votes 

in the Territory.  Its legislative representation is no 
larger than the Second Division's with only 600 
votes. This disparity in representation must be 
corrected, but until it is corrected, Juneau and the 
rest of the First Division should make the most of 
their opportunities, and this can be done only by 
electing the Republican Legislative ticket. 

“I urge your support also for all the other 
Republican Territorial candidates. 

“At the seat of the Federal Government in  
Washington, D.C., the Territory needs a 
representative in sympathy with the National 
Administration.  If I should be elected Delegate to 
Congress, I shall be a supporter of President 
Hoover, and as such will be in position to do 
effective work for Alaska.  If 
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31 
[clipping continued] 
George B. Grigsby, Democratic candidate, should 
be elected, he will oppose the President’s policies 
and quite naturally, as an opponent of the 
Administration will be unable to enlist its support or 
gain its favor for his own policies.” 

Personal Habits Criticised 
Judge Wickersham caustically criticised the 
personal habits of Mr. Grigsby, and asserted that 
when the latter was in Congress for a full term, 
lacking three days, he did not introduce a single 
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bill, nor do anything at all for the benefit of the 
Territory in consideration of the $18,000 he drew in 
salary and mileage. 
“I am glad to submit my record and answer the 
criticisms that have been made against it,” 
continued Judge Wickersham. 
 “I wrote and introduced the bill providing for the 
building of the Alaska Railroad, an enterprise 
representing an expenditure of approximately 
$70,000,000 and redounding to the great 
advantage of the Territory, particularly the Interior.  
I wrote and introduced the bill which provided the 
first appropriation for the Capitol Building-
$200,000, with which the site was purchased and 
other activities started. 

“I am the author of the Organic Act of August, 
1912, and obtained its enactment by Congress.  
This is the law that gave to Alaska her Legislature 
and her present form of Territorial government.  It 
is subject to improvement, but it provides as large 
a measure of home rule as could be secured at the 
time.  It is a stepping-stone to statehood, which we 
shall attain with increased population. 

“This Organic Act established the capital of the  
Territory at Juneau by law, instead of at the will or 
discretion of the Secretary of the Interior.  The 
liquor, gambling, divorce and voters’ qualification 
clauses of the Organic Act were made the subjects 
of Mr. Grigsby’s satire in his campaign speech here 
recently. 

Contained in Sulzer Bill 
“Well, they were copied virtually verbatim in the 

so-called home rule bill, which was subsequently 
introduced by Delegate Charles A. Sulzer, 
Democrat, and which was supported by him and 
John W. Troy, Democratic leader, before a 
Congressional committee. 

“I am proud of the Organic Act.  With a 
Democratic President, a Democratic Congress and 
a Democratic Delegate, it stood the test of oppo-
sition.  I should like no better epitaph than that I am 
its author. 

“Mr. Grigsby found fault with me for introducing 
the Alaska bone dry law in Congress.  I did.   A 

Territorial Legislature by the unanimous vote of its 
Senate, which contained three Democrats, and 
with only two opposing votes in its House 
authorized the referendum on the issue.  Two-
thirds of the voters of the Territory balloted in favor 
of putting it dry on January 1, 1918.  That was my 
mandate.  I had not voted for the dry cause on the 
referendum, but my duty as a representative of the 
people was to put their will into effect. 

Oppose Jones Bill 
 “I oppose the Jones’ Bill, which is legislation 
affecting the merchant marine, because it was 
inimical to Alaska.  Briefly, a clause of this bill 
provides that shipments of goods originating in 
American territory and destined by rail and water to 
American ports must be carried in American 
bottoms.  The effect is that goods transported from 
the East over a Canadian railroad to Prince Rupert 
cannot be brought in a Canadian vessel to Alaska.  
If such means of transportation over such a route 
could be followed, freight from the East would 
arrive in Alaska two days sooner and $5 a ton 
cheaper than it does by way of Seattle in American 
vessels. 

Mr. Grigsby’s Brief 
 “Mr. Grigsby said that in opposition to the bill he 
had written a brief which was published in The 
Empire.  I found the article which referred to the 
general terms of the Jones Bill, but there was no 
reference to the particular clause which affects 
Alaska.  The Empire in crediting Mr. Grigsby with 
such a brief was led into error.  That there might be 
no doubt of my position, I cabled Senator Wesley 
L. Jones of Washington, author of the bill, asking 
him if he remembered my attitude when I appeared 
before his committee at the hearing on the 
measure.” 
 Judge Wickersham then read a cablegram from 
Senator Jones, which said: 
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[clipping continued] 
 “I certainly do remember distinctly your position 
on the Jones Bill.  You did everything you could 
against it.” 



Two Other Criticisms 
 Judge Wickersham alluded to criticisms of his 
opposition to the Beveridge Bill, which proposed a 
legislative commission for Alaska, and to the 
Alexander Bill, which contemplated taking from the 
Territory the right to tax fisheries and canneries. 
 “The Beveridge Bill,” Judge Wickersham said, 
“would have vested the power of legislation in a 
commission of nine to be appointed by the 
President.  It was the antithesis of home rule.  It 
was favored by President Taft and by Gen. W.P. 
Richardson.  I was sorry then and am sorry now 
that I had to oppose Gen. Richardson, but I could 
not do otherwise then and would not do otherwise 
now in the same circumstances.  I believe in 
legislation by a Legislature elected by the people of 
Alaska. 

Taxing Power Destroyed 
 “The Alexander Bill would have taken from the 
Territory and vested in the Federal government the 
right to levy fishery and cannery taxes.  This 
taxation right is about the only one left to Alaska 
with reference to her fisheries.  I believe in the 
Territory retaining it.  I defeated the bill by a 
personal filibuster, submitting a hundred 
amendments, which the committee considering the 
measure could not dispose of quickly enough to 
make a report and obtain House action before 
adjournment of Congress.” 
 From the Congressional Record, Judge 
Wickersham read an excerpt in which 
Congressman Alexander laid the defeat of the 
measure to the Alaska Delegate’s activity. 

Trap Site Bill 
“Mr. Grigsby has taken frequent occasion in the 
present campaign,” continued Judge Wickersham, 
“to criticize me because as attorney for fishing 
interests I drafted a bill for the leasing of trap sites.  
He says I got $8,000 for my services.  It is 
immaterial whether I got $8,000 or $800.  I charged 
and was paid fair compensation.  The service was 
performed four years ago.  I was long since out of 
Congress.  At that time I had no thought of ever 
becoming a candidate for any office again. 

“A little while previously, the United States 
District court at Valdez had decided that there was 
no law permitting continual occupancy from season 
to season of a trap site.  That as soon as it was left 
by one person it could be occupied by any other 
person. 

Result was Confusion 
“The result was confusion in the fishing industry.  

Cannery interests could not be assured of getting 
sites on which they depend for fish supplies.  Fre-
quently sites were occupied with a meager 
equipment by adventurous persons with no 
intention of catching fish but merely for the purpose 
of selling their trap site occupancy. 

“The bill that I drafted for fishing interests 
provided for the leasing of sties for a period of four 
years, with the privilege of renewal, if the 
government approved.  In addition to any other 
taxes that might be levied against fish catches or 
fishing equipment, the measure levied a trap site 
tax of $1 for every thousand fish caught in the trap. 

Could Be Revoked 
“The bill, which made no changes in the rules or 

jurisdiction of the fisheries authorities, provided that 
the trap lease could be revoked by the gov't 
at the end of any but the first year of the four-year 
term. It was a just bill.  It did not affect present 
regulations or taxes.  It merely afforded a measure 
of stability to fishery interests and - yet guarded the 
public interests. 

“Mr. Paul, it is said, received $6000 or so for his 
work in connection with the bill.  He received not to 
exceed $1,200, which was not much more 
than enough to pay his expenses while he was in 
Seattle conferring with fishery interests.  The bill 
was never introduced in Congress, chiefly for the 
reason that the packing and cannery interests 
could not agree among themselves as to the 
trapsite tax of $1 for every thousand fish. 

Deemed Just Measure 
 “The bill is a just bill.  It ought to be enacted. 
 “Of course, I believe the fish as well as the fur 
and the game resources of Alaska should be 
placed exclusively under the control of the people 
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of Alaska-in other words, under the authority of the 
Terri- 
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[clipping continued] 
torial Legislature.  If elected, I shall introduce in 
Congress a bill to this effect.  I recognize that 
powerful bureaus will be arrayed against such a 
measure and that there is strong sentiment in 
Congress against such a change.  I do not promise 
to effect it, but I do promise that I shall do 
everything that I possibly can to bring it about. 
 “One other thing: I strongly advocate the 
proposed International Highway.  From the main 
highway, I favor construction of a branch along the 
Taku River, which with ferry facilities, would make 
connections with Juneau.  If elected, I shall urge on 
Congress this undertaking, which, I think, is even 
of greater importance than the building of The 
Alaska Railroad. 

Friendly Enemies 
 “Fault has been found with my record by The 
Empire.  Its publisher and editor, Mr. Troy and I are 
political opponents.  Personally, we are friendly.  
Some of you folk don’t like me.  Well, I don’t like 
some of you.  The issue concerns public welfare. 
 “If Mr. Grigsby should be elected, he will do 
nothing for the Territory of Alaska.  His entry into 
the Democratic primary was not wanted by J.J. 
Connor and Democratic leaders of that type.  They 
wanted Anthony J. Dimond, honest man and able 
lawyer of Cordova.  Mr. Grigsby ‘muscled’ in. 
 “If I should be elected, I pledge to give-as I gave 
when in Congress before-my best efforts for the 
improvement of the political government of Alaska 
ands the advancement of her material welfare.” 

Candidates on Platform 
 Candidates on the platform with Judge 
Wickersham, Mr. Winn and Mr. Scott, were W.G. 
Smith, candidate for Treasurer; Cash Cole, 
candidate for Auditor, and C.T. Gardner, candidate 
for Territorial Senator. 
 The meeting opened with the band playing the 
“Star Spangled Banner,” at the first strains of which 

the audience rose to its feet.  The meeting ended 
immediately after Judge Wickersham’s address. 
 The Republicans will hold a rally Saturday night 
at Douglas. 

Nov. 1. 
We are to speak at Douglas this evening. - So far 
as I can see I am confident of election, though I am 
not certain. 

Mike Sullivan just reports that a California Co’s 
expert oil man has just returned from Yakataga & 
will put on a drill on Mike's claims! in the spring! 
I am interested in a small way in adjoining claims.  
It would boom Alaska if they find oil! 
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Nov. 1 Continued. 
The Empire tonight contains a telegraphic 
statement from Grigsby denouncing me - calling 
me a liar etc. & stating the bills which he says he 
put through Congress etc.  Troy also has a strong 
editorial denouncing me for 
saying Richardson assisted in preparing the 
Beveridge Bill, etc. Grigsby dragged Richardson 
into his speech & I only answered his charges, but 
Troy drags Richardson and his coffin across the 
editorial page in Grigsbys aid! 
Poor old drunken Richardson will be a burden on 
Alaska as long as time, I suppose.  

Our group of candidates 
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went to Douglas tonight & held a meeting - a good 
crowd & a good meeting - we are promised a good 
majority there - 

Grigsby is making a strong campaign and is  
gaining votes & I am not so sure of success.  He is 
vociferous and claims every thing which impresses 
the weak & also encourages his supporters. 

-Nov. 2- 
Sunday - Quiet, and nothing doing.  We have sent 
out our sample ballots - two in each envelope to all 
persons named in the Telephone book, about 800 
in number.  Sent boosting telegrams tonight to 
Nome, Fairbanks, Anchorage and Cordova. 
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-3rd - 
We are making our last day efforts to secure 
workers, carriages, etc. and scattering our tickets, 



papers etc.   
The Chronicle, at Ketchikan, comes out this 
evening for the whole Democratic ticket - excepting 
they leave off Gaffney & support Cole!!  Their ticket 
will include Grigsby, Dem, Hardcastle, Dem. 
Shattuck, Dem. from Juneau Johnson, Dem. 
Seigler, Dem. Sampson, Dem. (and I think, Paul, 
because he is from Ketchikan) - in other words the 
Ketchikan candidates - against the Juneau 
Candidates! - Town v Town!  They are thus double-
crossing the Democrats of Juneau!! who do not yet 
know it. 
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-4th – 
Beautiful clear sunny morning!   
Workers, carriages, banners, cards!   
I lose Juneau by 154 votes!   
I lost it in the primary by 209 votes!   
Returns from 1st Div. show that I am probably 
beaten here, if the Ketchikan precincts go against 
me - as they threaten to do.  It seems that most of 
the Republican ticket is also defeated - in this 
division. 
Things look badly! 

-5th - 
So far as the returns are in I am defeated in this 
division by 471 votes. 
This may be offset by the Indian precincts where 
we have a possible 500 votes who are friendly. In 
the 2nd
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TUESDAY, NOV. 18, 1930. 
UNOFFICIAL RETURNS OF THE FIRST 

DIVISION 
[Election results showing candidates and precincts] 
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-6th - 
Nov 6 
[clipping] 

FROM THE TIMES 
20 YEARS AGO 

November 6, 1910 
 James Wickersham, delegate from Alaska to the 
national Congress, in a speech before the 
Chamber of Commerce, urged that body and the 

people of the Northwest to aid the northern territory 
in getting needed legislation. 
 
Returns coming in slowly - there are 50 to 60 
precincts not in & while I am about 170 votes 
behind in the Territory I expect to be elected by at 
least 250 majority! (296) 
The country at large goes Democratic.  In the 2nd 
Div. I am reported to have 107 majority; in the 3rd 
Div. 37 maj; in the 4th Div. 81 maj. & growing.  I 
expect my vote in the missing precincts will 
overcome my opponents present majority of 358!  
Close! 
Total maj. in Ter. against me - 133! 
The Indian precincts outstanding in the 1st Div. 
ought to clear that & leave me a fair majority in the 
Territory!  Too damn close:! 
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-6th – continued 
Later. 
Kake just in - Grigsby! 1 - Wickersham 109.  Also 
Unalaska, Grigsby 24 - Wick - 11. 

Only 38 behind in the territory. 
-7th - 

The Ketchikan Tribune telegraphed “My tabulations 
107 precincts give Grigsby 4875 you 4876.”  The 
Empires figures are Grigsby 4717 & Wickersham 
4626.  The Tribune has several more precincts and 
many more votes than the Empire: 
Empire     Tribune 
Grigsby 4717  G.  4875  -  158 more 
Wick     4626  W. 4876  -  250 more 
Paul telegraphs congratulations - which means he 
thinks the Indian figures correct.  Also rumor that I 
got solid vote from Angoon - the outside Indian 
villages may help pull me through! 
I still have hopes - but? 

Diary 40, 1930 
November 7-8 

7 
[clipping] 

UNOFFICIAL, INCOMPLETE RETURNS, 
TERRITORIAL OFFICES 

[Election results showing candidates and precincts] 
-8th - 

Returns coming in favorable and increasing my 
chances. Have gained today about 200 and am 
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ahead. 

Diary 40, 1930 
November 8-9 

8 
[Clipping] 
[Election results showing candidates and precincts] 

-9th - 
Hoonah came in yesterday evening with 42 
majority for me & it is not included in the printed 
returns yet.  When Yakutat - Angoon, Rampart, 

Diary 40, 1930 
November 9 

9 
Afognak, Homer, Katalla, etc. are in I expect to 
have 250 to 300 majority - may be more when all 
the smaller precincts come in. 
We are rearranging our house - fixing up an 
apartment to rent!  It is too large for us & we will 
have all the room we need after the new apartment 
is arranged & rented. 
What makes me unhappy is that my library - 
upstairs -will have to come downstairs - Grace is 
packing the books - & will store them in case I am 
elected, & we will then also rent our part of the 
house! 
We had to dinner last night - John W. Troy, Ed. 
Empire, Tewksbury[?] & his son & Chas. Settlemier 
- an enjoyable dinner & evening in my library. 

Diary 40, 1930 
November 10 

-10th – 
Half a dozen small precincts came in today - I am 
now credited with 141 majority by the Empire.  
Sent Darrell a telegram saying I would probably 
have a safe majority.  Busy preparing Cross 
Interrogation in the Matheson Estate Case. 
[clipping]  

Wickersham and Kel- 
ler Increase Leads 

With nine new precincts reported since Saturday 
in the First Division and five from the Fourth 
Division, Judge Wickersham had increased his 
margin over George B. Grigsby for Delegate to 
Congress to 141 votes, and W.R. Keller was 165 
ahead of Anthony J. Karnes for Commissioner of 
Education. 

 Allen Shattuck, Democratic nominee for Senator, 
is still leading C.T. Gardner, Republican, by 32 

votes.  The fresh returns made no material 
changes in the results.  There are eight precincts 
unreported with approximately 165 votes. 

Standing of Candidates 
The Territorial candidates standing this afternoon 
was as follows: 

For Delegate to Congress: 
Wickersham 5,127 
Grigsby 4,986 

Diary 40, 1930 
November 11-12 

-11th – 
Armistice Day - holiday but I am working on 
depositions in the Matheson case:  Telegram from 
Paul urging me to come to Ketchikan to meet the 
Alaska Native Brotherhood in the matter of their bill 
authorizing them to bring a suit in the Court of 
Claims to recover from U.S. value of Indian rights 
taken in 1867 & not paid for.  I will go if I can get on 
the boat which is very badly crowded.  Left Juneau 
on SS. Admiral Farragut tonight. 

-12th - 
Petersburg - Wrangell, each on hour - Reached 
Ketchikan at 1. am - 13th. 
Chronicle reports that I have gained 49 - majority 
39 in Yakutat and 10 at Dall Island, Windham & 
Fanshaw - balance - 

Diary 40, 1930 
November 13 

-13th - 
I attended the Alaska Native Brotherhood 
Convention today at Redmen's Hall, and spoke an 
hour in answer to their inquiry about the proposed 
suit to recover the value of their Indian titles -rights 
of possession etc. for which Sutherland introduced 
a Bill in Congress.  I told them the situation - and 
promised to do what I could - if I am elected - to get 
the bill through Congress authorizing them to bring 
the suit.  I also told them plainly that I had not been 
paid a cent so far for my professional services and 
expenses in that matter - including my trip a year 
ago to Haines 

Diary 40, 1930 
November 13 

13 
Convention - and made it plain and positive that if I 
am elected Delegate to Congress I cannot act as 
their attorney, nor accept any fee - money, etc. for 
what I have done - nor act in any way as their 
attorney.  There were at least 200 members of the 



Convention present, including both the old and the 
new officers & the whole matter was fully 
understood and seemed entirely satisfactory to 
them. 
In the evening I was asked to attend their meeting 
at the Salvation Army Citadel, and talk, but they got 
into a long winded contest over the Sheldon 
Jackson School at Sitka & took so much time that I 
did not speak. 

Diary 40, 1930 
November 13-14 

13 
The new president of Sheldon Jackson school 
spoke to them an hour - & then a native from 
Hydaburg arose & asked why his beloved son was 
sent home in disgrace & then the row started, 
Impassioned speeches were made by Louis L. 
Paul, Young, Booth & others - Marston - & others, 
supporting the act of the School - and the meeting 
adjourned at 11 -with prayer & song! 

-14th - 
Attended court this morning for an hour - had a visit 
with and lunch with Forest J. Hunt, who gave me a 
resume of the political fight made against me here 
in Ketchikan. 

Diary 40, 1930 
November 14 

14 
[clipping]  

November 14, 1930 
James Wickersham  
Speaker at A.N.B.  
Thursday Meeting 

Thursday afternoon Judge Wickersham spoke 
before the convention at its request on the land suit 
case which is being pressed by the Thlinget and 
Haida Indians of Alaska. He used a specific 
decision rendered by Chief Justice John Marshal of 
the U.S. Supreme Court in the case of certain 
Georgia Indians who presented similar claims and 
secured judgment for 
their lands taken from them.  He emphatically 
stated that this case was not a “fake suit” as 
declared by George Grigsby in the late campaign, 
and then he showed that at least 40 other similar 
suits had been presented in Congress in the past.  
There was no dissenting voice or objection raised.  
Not one member present replied affirmatively that 

he had contributed $10 to either Judge 
Wickersham or William Paul, as attorneys in the 
case. 
 However, in event he received certificate of 
election from the Territory to represent it in 
Washington as its delegate to Congress, he would 
be forever barred from participating in any way or 
any further in the case as an attorney.  He would, 
however, again present the bill to Congress and 
press it for favorable consideration.  The bill 
presented by Delegate Sutherland, he stated, has 
not been reported unfavorably by the Committee 
on Claims.  Adverse reports have been made, by 
certain so-called patriotic Alaskans, to the secrecy 
of the Interior and he has recommended that the 
time is not ripe for consideration of these claims.  If 
he returns to Washington, as delegate, he would 
press this bill in order that justice may be accorded 
the Thlinget and Haida Indians of Alaska even as it 
has been given to Indians of the States. 
 
[clipping] 

{Alaskan} 
A.N.B. Convention 

In Full Swing 
 The A.N.B. convention opened Tuesday morning 
with Grand President Wm. L. Paul in the chair.  
Armistice Day services were in charge of Sam. G. 
Davis of Kasaan and Rev. Paul Mather of 
Ketchikan.  In the afternoon the convention took 
part in the Armistice Day parade, the largest and 
most colorful in the history of Ketchikan. 
 The Grand Camp officers elected for the coming 
year are as follows; Pres. Louis Shortridge of 
Klukwan; Vice Pres. Frank G. Johnson of Wrangell; 
Sec’t, Eli Katanook of Angoon; Treasurer, Ralph 
Young of Sitka; Sgt. at Arms, Walter Sobeloff 
[Soboleff]of Sitka. 
 The Grand Camp officers for the Sisterhood for 
the coming year are as follows; Pres. Mrs. Margret 
Ridley of Ketchikan; Vice President, Mrs. Louise 
Martin of Haines; Sec’t, Mrs. Ruth Hayes of 
Juneau; Treas., Mrs. Paul Jones of Ketchikan; Sgt. 
at Arms, Mrs. Wm. Johnson of Hoonah. 
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 Work in earnest was begun after installation of 
new officers.  Committee work took all of Thursday 
morning, in the afternoon, Wickersham discussed 
land suit situation, stating that if elected, he would 
be automatically barred from taking further part in 
the matter, excepting to get action on Sutherland 
measure still pending in Congress, Thlinget and 
Haida people will continue to press claims. 

Diary 40, 1930 
November 15 

-15th - 
Left Ketchikan Last night at midnight on the SS 
Queen for Juneau.  While the steamer lay 
alongside the Ketchikan dock I had a long talk with 
Parks, the Editor of The Alaskan.  During the 
afternoon Wm L. Paul, accompanied by Andrew 
Hope, of Sitka came to my room at the Ingersoll 
Hotel - during the talk Paul said he was broke etc. 
and wanted me to agree to make him my private 
Secretary in Wash. D.C.  I told him frankly I had 
made other arrangements - was under obligations 
to Will. A. Steel, etc. Paul understood & I made him 
no promise. 

Diary 40, 1930 
November 15-17 

15 
In my talk to Parks, editor, I told him I would 
appoint one of Pauls sons to U.S. Academy at 
Annapolis or West Point - first vacancy & would do 
what I could with Senator Artis to get him 
appointment etc. but nothing more! 
An hour or so at Wrangell and Petersburg - saw no 
one - nothing. 
Reached Juneau at 9. p.m. & home. 

-16th – 
Sunday.  In the office beginning the clean up of 
business two months behind! 
Wrote a good long letter to Darrell & sent him 
newspaper tabulations. 

-17th - 
I lost 21 votes in the final returns today - not 
unexpectedly. 

Diary 40, 1930 
November 18-20 

-18th – 
Busy answering belated correspondence, and 
doing other work in the office. 

-19th – 
The Empire gives my majority tonight over Grigsby 
at 282. 

-20- 
We are packing books etc. and will give up our 
house about Dec. 1. to Major Elliott’s family - I am 
sorry to get out so hurriedly but they are just the 
right kind of people to leave in our home for 2 
years. 
My majority today has grown so that I am now 306 
- Sent my friend W.H. Holmes, Amarillo, Texas, 
telegram saying “Elected by good safe majority.” 

Diary 40, 1930 
November 21-22 

-21st – 
Busy on Butubaugh case trying to get it closed up - 
Grace is packing - moving - & the Elliott’s are filling 
our rooms with their furniture, etc.  They are to take 
our house over on Dec. 1, and we will leave it then.  
She is packing my library in boxes & storing them 
in the attic! 

-22.- 
Same as yesterday.  Reports from 4th division 
giving me more votes & my majority is slowly 
growing.  Dr. Chase tells me that my majority in the 
3rd Div. is climbing a little all the time, and I may 
have between 400-500 - maybe not above 400. 

Diary 40, 1930 
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-23rd – 
Sunday - cleaning out old papers etc. in the office. 

-24th – 
Answering correspondence - in office.  Nothing 
new about election returns. 
We are putting in an oil burning plant in the house - 
& Krause is setting a new grate & tiling for us.  Mrs. 
Elliott, (wife Major M. Elliott, U.S.A.) is filling our 
rooms with her furniture - she had to give up their 
house on the 15th and is stopping in apartments in 
the Bishop (Grace's) apartments. 

-25th – 
Same as yesterday in the office. 

-26- 
Same in the office. 

Diary 40, 1930 
November 27-28 

-27th – 
Thanksgiving Day. 
We had to Turkey dinner, tonight, Judge LeFevre, 
J. Wolland, Wm J. Casey and Pat McCallum, four of 
our old friends - without frills.  They enjoyed the 
excellent dinner prepared by Grace, & we all 
enjoyed the evening - smoking & talking. 



-28th - 
Our oil burner is here - I paid the first amount of 
$300. today & the work is progressing - the change 
in the grate for burning coal is also done – and the 
house - when cleaned down - will be in first class 
shape and will bring in $100. a month rent. 

Diary 40, 1930 
November 29- 
December 1 

-29th – 
Sending out letters in answer to those received 
from congratulating friends - etc.  Have boxed (2 
boxes) of bound newspapers - Alaska papers, and 
am sending them by Admiral Line freight to Charles 
W. Smith, Asst. Librarian, Univ. of Wash. Seattle, 
to be held until I come down in January when I will 
have them put in place with those now there. 

-30th – 
Sunday - at the office. 

-Nov 1 – [December 1] 
Made up my accounts as Candidate for Delegate, 
paid three accounts, signed & swore to it before 
Grover C. Winn, & deposited it in the post office. 

Diary 40, 1930 
December 2 

-2nd - 
Appeared before the U.S. Game Commission at 
their request - they supposed a bill that Sutherland 
had introduced in the 1st Sess. of the 71st Cong. 
was dead at the session began yesterday - but I 
told them it was not & would not be until Mch 4, 
1930 - so they got busy with Sutherland by 
telegraph!  Anyway I told them I was not favorable 
to their proposed bill to allow the general search 
without warrant! 
 
[clipping] 

The election of Judge James Wickersham as  
delegate to Congress from Alaska makes certain 
that the interests of the northern territory will be 
capably handled.  Few men, if any have a better 
understanding of the needs of Alaska than the 
veteran delegate.  His long experience in Congress 
and his service on the bench in the Northland 
equip him well for his duties. 
 Judge Wickersham went to Alaska more than 
thirty years ago.  From the beginning of his public 
service and his residence there, he interested 
himself in the history and the economic problems 

of the territory.  He has collected an extensive 
Alaska library excelled by none in the country, save 
perhaps the Library of Congress.  His constant 
research and reading have given him an 
exceptional knowledge.  Although Judge 
Wickersham is now seventy-three years of age, he 
is mentally as vigorous as ever.  His many friends 
in Seattle and in his old home at Tacoma felicitate 
him upon his return to territorial politics. 

Diary 40, 1930 
December 3-6 

-3rd – 
Worked on settlement Buturbaugh Est. Lockie 
McKinnon, Admin.  Writing letters in re value of 
stock, offering to sell etc. 
Congress convened Monday, Dec. 1. 
Judge Lomen reappointed today – also Mrs. 
Spickett, Postmaster, Juneau. 

-4th – 
Busy in the office destroying old files etc. 
Jones, of Nome & Lynn Smith of Fairbanks – 
reappointed today as U.S. Marshals. 
Grace getting our house ready for the Elliotts – we 
leave it on Saturday. 

-5th – 
Same as usual in the office! 

-6th - 
Same as yesterday.  We finally 

Diary 40, 1930 
December 6-10 

-Dec. 6th – 
We finally left our beautiful home at 7th & Seward 
Sts. today.  Grace has been cleaning, packing & 
getting out for weeks but today we went down to 
apartments in the “Bishop,” and have let the Major 
Elliott family into our rooms in our home!  I thought 
we were settled there for good – but my election as 
Delegate compels us to go to Washington for two 
years - & thus we are tramps again. 

-7th – 
Sunday – in the office cleaning out & destroying old 
letters & papers. 

-8th, 9th & 10th - 
Going carefully over my old letters, etc. and 
destroying all those that have no interest – will 
preserve the remainder 
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Diary 40, 1930 
December 10 

-10- 
Last night, the 8th, the Empire had an Assoc. Press 
Despatch saying the Senate Judiciary Com. had 
reported favorably on the appointment of Lynn 
Smith, marshal at Fairbanks, “subject to the 
approval of Delegate Sutherland!” – Yesterday 
Lynn Smith came in the office – he was at the 
wharf on the SS. Alameda, going south with 
prisoners.  He could not explain the matter. 
He also took me to task saying that Grant Murdock, 
deputy, who had been in before Lynn came, had 
told him that I doubted his loyalty to me in the Nov. 
election.  We had it out!  I told him that he opposed 
me & bet against me in the primary: He admitted 
that, then I called his attention to his appointment 
of John Powers, Democratic Divisional 
Committeeman, 

Diary 40, 1930 
December 10 

10 
and Democratic delegate to the last Democratic 
National Convention etc etc. as his deputy at 
Eagle, & Powers bitter fight against me at the Nov. 
4 election - he admitted that, but said he intended 
to let him go when he was now confirmed! 
He got mad so did I, and he went out mad, & I let 
him go. I am sorry for he and I have been friends 
for many years - but Lathrop & Marquam made him 
believe that he had to obey their orders to fight me, 
or he could not get their endorsement & the 
nomination.  Of course I will not apply to 
Sutherland in the 
matter, for he was at Fairbanks in October & knows 
the situation & if he approves Smith I can stand it - 
though I assume Smith will be my bitter enemy 
now. 

Diary 40, 1930 
December 11 

-11th - 
Grover Winn came in the office and said that the 
appointment of Will A. Steel as my Secretary would 
be a bad one: that it would defeat the party two 
years from now, etc.  Said Eli Katanook, the Indian 
Sec. of the Alaska Native Brotherhood said so, etc.  
Of course Eli is just up from Petersburg & got the 
idea from Louis Paul or Parks, Editor of the 
Alaskan, who wrote to me a week ago in favor of 
my taking Wm L. Paul.  My judgment is that Paul is 

impossible: he would be obnoxious especially to 
the Hoover administration & would insist on 
dictating my course of action in - especially the 
fisheries, & if I exhibited any independence he 
would be disloyal at once!  So I will not - 

Diary 40, 1930 
December 11-12 
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cannot - consider him for a moment.  Cash Cole 
could reach Paul & together they would run my 
office - or go “off the reservation,” as hostiles inside 
of two months.  Steel is safe, sane and is a man of 
ability - a newspaper man in addition & will make 
the best Secretary of any man I know - so thats 
that! 

-12th - 
“Black Matt,” Burcovich, was convicted for 
Conspiracy in liquor importations at Ketchikan - last 
evening he shot his partner - killed him - for 
testifying against him & then suicide with the same 
pistol!  Grigsby was Burkovich's attorney - & lost 
two perfectly good supporters! 
Busy cleaning up my office. 

Diary 40, 1930 
December 13 

-13th - 
Recd. a letter from J.E. Erickson, Lowman & 
Hanfords, Seattle, with copy of a letter from 
Fleming H. Ruell, N.Y. publisher about my Ms. “Old 
Yukon Trails.”  They speak approvingly, but 
suggest some small additions, illustrations, etc.  I 
have answered offering to add a chapter on my 
dog 
sled journey from Nome to Cape Prince of Wales in 
Jan 1902, & also a final chapter on the Alaska Ry. 
& big Cleary Creek dredges, “Showing how Alaska 
looks at the present time,” as suggested by the 
publisher, etc. 
Grace and I sending out Christmas cards to Alaska 
and Wash. D.C. 

Diary 40, 1930 
December 14-19 

-14th – 
Sunday - Quiet & resting - writing letters. 

-15th – 
As usual in the office. 

-16th – 
Answering letters, etc. in the office. 

-17th – 
Same as yesterday.  Nothing new. 



-18th – 
As usual - getting matters in office closed up - 
nothing new. 

-19th - 
In the case of Matheson Heirs, v National Surety 
Co.  I fear my opponents have got the mother of 
the heirs, admin. of the Matheson Estate, to 
commit some hard swearing - against her own 
interest and children - & I am angry about it. 

Diary 40, 1930 
December 19-22 

19 
If I can catch them I may give them a bad time over 
it - anyway I am disgusted with both the attorney 
and her - she is a fool, whether they are scamps or 
not. 

-20th – 
Sending out Christmas Cards & letters. 

-21- 
Same as usual in the office. Sunday. 

-22.- 
Am preparing a will - dividing my property among 
Grace & Darrell, & leaving my Alaska library etc. to 
3 trustees for the future University of Alaska!!  I 
give Grace our home here in Juneau! & the 
furniture - the rest to Darrell. 

Diary 40, 1930 
December 23 

-23d- 
Received a very pessimistic letter from Darrell - 
says he saved $4500, this year out of his salary & 
income - but lost more than that - without 
mentioning the amount of his loss - in investments 
in the stock market!  Of course I am sorry that he 
lost anything - but he has such a fixed habit of 
giving me fatherly advice about my reckless 
expenditures that I cannot help but smile at his 
confession.  It has been a good year for me - 
notwithstanding my election expenses - which were 
necessary and really a proper capital investment. 
Any way he is a fine man and a loyal laving son. 
God bless him! 

Diary 40, 1930 
December 24-25 

-24th – 
Grace has been cleaning house - our rooms in the 
Bishop Apartments where we are now rooming.  
She is truly the most active and competent worker I 
have ever known.  She can do more work, easier, 
than any half dozen other women & has good 

ideas always ready - she has a keen sense of 
initiative. 
Paid all our current bills to date.  We are being 
flooded with Christmas Cards from our friends - a 
pleasant nuisance! 

-25th - 
Christmas Day - We were invited to dinner with 
Major & Mrs. Elliott & their two daughters, who now 
live in our house on Chicken Ridge.  We had 

Diary 40, 1930 
December 25-26 

25 
a good turkey dinner with “trimmins,” and enjoyed 
the evening talking about Washington & their many 
places of assignment as Army people” 
Grace had a small home Christmas tree & we 
received many cards & presents - & sent out our 
share also. 

-26th - 
No Christmas snow in Juneau this year - plenty of 
it 500 feet high on the mountains - but none on our 
streets.  A very quiet Christmas.  I am working on 
my will - I cannot get it to suit me, so far as the 
disposition of my Alaska library is concerned, but 
will prepare it the best I can and later let my friend 
Edw. W. Allen, of Seattle rewrite that part of it. 

Diary 40, 1930 
December 27-28 

-27th – 
Same as usual - working on preparation of my will 
disposing of my property, etc. also my Alaska 
Library - in case of my death.  My former will was 
revoked at Debbies death and this one is to take its 
place.  We had dinner tonight with our neighbor 
and friend Mrs. Marie Skuse.  Enjoyed it & a 
pleasant evening. 

-28th - 
Sunday.  Received in the mail today the copy of 
“Anthropological Survey In Alaska, by Alex 
Hedlicka.” just printed in 46 Ann. Rept.  Bureau of 
Am. Eth. and acknowledged its receipt by a short 
letter to Dr. Hedlicka. 

Diary 40, 1930 
December 29-30 

-29th – 
We are having an unusual warm but rainy season - 
no snow, no wind - regular spring weather. 
Grace is at work repairing & getting the Bishop 
Apartments - where we are now rooming - in shape 
for those who are to occupy our rooms after Jan. 1. 
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Answering correspondence & attending to many 
things my constituents are already sending in - a 
Delegate is more or less, usually more than less - 
an errand boy for the people of Alaska. 

-30th - 
Same as yesterday.  Working with Lockie 
McKinnon trying to settle up the estate of Alex M. 
Butubuah, decd.  Its a general mix up of small 
matters! 

Diary 40, 1930 
December 31 

Dec. 31, 1930 
Spent the day as usual in the office.  Lockie 
McKinnon & I worked on the Butubaugh estate, 
trying to get the small bonds, etc. closed up. 
Grace & I attended the Elks High Jinks Ball – just a 
dance and considerable noise & that’s all!  I did not 
see a single person under the influence of liquor! 
Sent Darrell & Jane subscriptions to “Vogue” & the 
Reader’s magazines. 
 Well 1930 has been generally a good year for us 
– money enough came in to keep us out of debt – 
good health, & a successful Election to Congress! 

Diary 40, 1931 
January 1-2 

1931. 
January 1, 1931. 

No winter get - no snow in the streets of Juneau, 
and it has even receded to the timber line.  Today 
is a mild, moist, cloudy spring day.  Am preparing 
my papers so that I can get away without leaving 
any business dragging or at a loss to my clients. 

-2- 
Drew on my Act. in Tacoma Savings & Loan 
Assoc. through Behrends Bank for $1000.00 and 
am busy paying my bills - how the money does run 
through, the hopper! 

I received a letter from Dr. Chase 
Diary 40, 1931 
January 2 

2 
this evening appealing to me to help him in his fight 
for appointment as U.S. Marshal and sent following 
telegram: 
“The Attorney General, Wash- D.C. most earnestly 
I urge appointment Dr. W. H. Chase, Cordova, for 
United States Marshal as next appointee without 
regard to division.  He is active intelligent honest 
will enforce the laws fearlessly.  As Republican 
Delegate elect I strongly request his appointment 

above all others.  Second choice Mike Sullivan.  
Give Sutherland copy. 

James Wickersham 
Am writing Chase and sending him copy of this 
telegram & promise him active support for 
confirmation in case he is appointed. 

Diary 40, 1931 
January 3-5 

-3rd – 
Attended Court - call of motion docket etc.  In the 
office as usual, writing letters etc. 

-4th – 
Sunday - Making notes etc. in re Russian History - 
We had dinner with Grover C. Winn & family last 
evening.  Present Winn family, Mr. & Mrs. H.L. 
Faulkner & two school teachers.  A good dinner.  
Grover is a generous and happy host. 

-5th - 
Busy in office.  Meeting with Mifs Todd, Pres. 
business Womans Club, Petrich, Pres. Am. Legion 
in my office to consider getting aid from Juneau 
Chamber of Com. to purchase Lincoln Totem Pole 
to stand in Terry. Capitol grounds. 

Diary 40, 1931 
January 6 

-6th - 
As usual in the office.  I attended a meeting of the 
Executive Committee of the Chamber of 
Commerce - after luncheon I talked to them about 
the Tongass Indian “Abraham Lincoln” totem pole, 
urged them to lead a movement to buy it from the 
Star Indian family and bring it to Juneau and set it 
in the Capitol grounds.  Mifs Todd for the Womans 
Club & Petrich for the Am. Legion, present & urged 
same.  Finally Henry Roden said he was going 
down to Ketchikan in 2 weeks, where the Star 
people live & that he would 
buy it for the people of Juneau - that course was 
finally agreed on.  Sent a telegram to Charley 
Taylor, Fairbanks, 

Diary 40, 1931 
January 6-8 

6 
asking if Gustafson Co. had paid the sum agreed 
on to be paid Jany 1. for my 1/4 interest in quartz 
mines on Goessman ridge - Cleary Creek. 

-7th – 
Recd. telegram from Charley Taylor, from 
Fairbanks, saying, “Gustafson paid thousand thirty 
first draft nine hundred enroute.”  Sounds good, for 



I need the money, and the payment gives greater 
certainty that I will receive the balance - $2500, in 
July. 
Attended court today - call of cases, and I aided in 
getting my cases get for trial & other attorneys to 
attend to them in my absence. 

-8th - 
Nothing new - working on notes for use in an article 
on Catherine the god mother of Alaska. 

Diary 40, 1931 
January 9-10 

-9th – 
Recd. telegram from Sutherland saying: “can you 
name approximate date your arrival Washington 
answer official collect.” 
I answer night letter saying: 
“expect to leave Juneau about February fifteenth 
stop in Seattle a week and be in Washington soon 
after March fourth if I can be of service earlier or in 
any way here advise me.” 
I imagine Dan wants some help in the matter of 
opposition to appointments. 

-10th - 
Signed my Will. 
Preparing Final Act. in Cobb estate, will file 
Monday & send her balance - about $435.00  

-next page. 
Diary 40, 1931 
January 10-11 

-10th – 
Recd from Cleary Creek Mines Co - Gustafson - 
$1000 - less $100.00 held by Charles E. Taylor - 
with my consent - in payment for his services -: On 
account sale of my 1/4 interest in 9 quartz claims 
on Goessman Hill - between Bedrock Creek & 
Chatham Creek, Fairbanks - Dep. $900. Behrends 
Bank to my checking account. 

-11th - 
I have concluded to prepare my address at once - 
to be delivered at the dedication of the Territorial 
Capital building on Feb 14th, & if I cannot wait till 
that date to deliver it in person to ask some one to 
read off for me.  Worked on gathering 

Diary 40, 1931 
January 11 

11 
material for it today.  I am much pleased to receive 
in todays mail a letter from James Griffith 
Stephens, Seattle, but long a resident of interior 
Alaska, in which he tells me has at last found his 

copy - original - of the Alaska Times, and is saving 
it to present when I come down to Seattle!  While I 
have many photostat - photographic – copies of 
this first Alaska paper, this will be the first original 
in my library, and I shall be very much pleased to 
get it 
 
[card] 

NOTICE! 
Dedication of Federal and Territorial 
Building postponed to February 14, 
1931, at 8 p.m. 
    Juneau Chamber of Commerce. 

Diary 40, 1931 
January 12 

-12th - 
Appeared in probate court with my final account 
and the proofs necessary in the Estate of John H. 
Cobb, deceased.  The court approved my account 
and made an order discharging me as 
Administrator upon paying to Mrs. Cobb, the sum 
of money now in my hands as administrator - 
$436.16. This I attended to by sending her a draft 
on S.F. Bank for that amount.  This concludes a 
case which has long been delayed by its 
connection with the famous Tuppela mining case. 
Recd. a telegram from Foster & Ellis lawyers at 
Cordova offering to lease my library, furniture, etc. 
for two years.  Answered making them a formal 
offer. 

Diary 40, 1931 
January 13-14 

-13th – 
Recd. telegram from Foster & Ellis, attorneys, 
Cordova, accepting my offer to lease them my 
furniture, carpet, law books, etc. my office material 
complete, for two years, for Twenty five dollars per 
month!  I shall be pleased if this is accomplished as 
it will relieve me from the care of my office effects 
while I am in Washington & will pay me fairly for my 
investment. 

-14th - 
As usual in the office.  Working now on my address 
to be delivered at the dedication of the new Capitol 
Bldg. Feb. 14th.  I do not intend to say much or go 
beyond the usual and obvious! 
Pulver approves the lease 
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of offices & my books etc. to Foster & Ellis. 
They telegraphed that one of them will come 
immediately & take charge from Feb 1st. 

-Jany 15 – 
Making notes & study for my address at Dedication 
of the new Capitol Building 

-16- 
Preparing notice of Attorneys Lien in case of 
Goldstein it Pond, so as to hold sum of $509.95 
due to Pond from Plaintiffs for act. my attorney fee.  
Pond cant pay - or wont - & I must hold this cost 
amt. to secure my bill. 

-17th - 
Recd. telegram from Foster saying he will be here 
on “Alameda” to conclude agreement about leasing 
my office, books, furniture, etc. 
Pulver is cleaning & painting the rooms. 

Diary 40, 1931 
January 18-20 

-18th – 
Sunday - confined to house with bad cold - working 
on Cath I notes 

-19th – 
Busy in office: The owner is having my office 
rooms cleaned & prepared for occupancy by Foster 
& Ellis, attorneys from Cordova, who will move 
here & occupy them for Feb. 1.  They will also take 
over my library on a 2 year least at $25.00 per 
month. 

-20th - 
On the “Alameda” going south today were several 
politicians. Senator Lomen, from Nome, U.S. 
Marshal Sullivan from Valdez & others called: Cap. 
Lathrop, the Rep, Nat. Committeeman did not call. 
Recd. interesting letter from Judge Clegg 

Diary 40, 1931 
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20 
who writes about moneys donated by Lathrops 
“candidates” for Marshals etc. and sent to 
Marquam, at Wash. D.C.  It seems Marquam is 
telegraphing for $1500 more - Having received 
$8000) Wrote hurried note & sent news to Dan 
Sutherland - it may serve some good purpose - 
anyway it cannot do harm. 
Recd. copy of “Third Reunion of the Wickersham 
Family” proceedings – held at. West Grove, near 

Kennett Square Pennsylvania. 
-21st – 

As usual in the office. 
-22nd - 

As usual in office. Out to Tom Gardners for dinner. 
Diary 40, 1931 
January 23-24 

-23rd – 
Had attack of ptomaine poisoning or something like 
it last night & it kept me in bed late - makes me 
weak but at work in the office just the same. 

-24th - 
Still weak from my attack but at work in the office - 
drawing papers in suit - Am receiving telegrams, 
etc. asking me to oppose raise of rates on the 
railroad & intend to do so, but will interview Gov. 
Parks first. 
Recd. telegram from Fred. Scott, Valdez, asking for 
my endorsement for marshal. 
answered saying: 
“Have no objection to you but before I knew you 
were candidate for marshal I endorsed another 
equally good citizen and friend for same office and 
cannot betray him.” 

Diary 40, 1931 
January 24 

24 
[clipping]  

DAILY ALASKA EMPIRE, JAN. 23, 1931 
OFFICIAL VOTE  
IS ANNOUNCED  
FOR TERRITORY 

Wickersham Wins by 248  
Ballots -- Total Poll 
Canvassed 11,188 

 With four precincts missing, Judge James 
Wickersham, Republican, had a majority of 248 
over George B. Grigsby, Democrat, for Delegate to 
Congress, on the official returns canvassed by the 
Territorial Canvassing Board.  This was made 
public today by the Board which continuing the 
canvass for a short time to await returns from the 
missing precincts. 
 The total vote canvassed to date showed 11,188 
votes were cast last November.  The First Division 
cast almost 50 per cent of the total, 5,291; the 
Third polled 2,899; the Fourth polled 2,180, and the 
Second Division cast 818 votes. 



One Race Uncertain 
 Only one race remains uncertain.  That is in the 
Third Division where Frank H. Foster has a lead of 
26 votes over L.D. Roach.  Both are Republicans.  
There are three precincts unreported from that 
Division, Eska and Palmer on the Alaska Railroad 
and Choggiung in Bristol Bay.  It is believed that no 
election was held in the first two.  Choggiung is off 
the regular channels of communication and there is 
no certainty about when it will be heard from.  It 
has about 45 votes. 
 The Delegate race was the closest in 10 years.  
In 1919, the result was so close that a contest 
between Charles A. Sulzer and Judge Wickersham 
resulted, the latter being seated. 

Territorial Returns 
The Territorial returns canvassed to date by the 
Board were made public today as follows: 

- Division - 
1st   2nd  3rd   4th 

Grigsby     2636  308  1431    969 
Wickersham  2481  465  1438  1208 
Hardcastle   2,049  136    919    479 
Smith      2,989  516  1696  1440 
Cole      2733  245  1647  1116 
Gaffney     2248  522  1107    873 
Hesse     1994  296  1510  1069 
Johnson      885   89        166 
Ulmer      1979  283  1106    798 
Karnes     2523  215  1403    753 
Keller      2373  449  1285  1181 
Total vote 
 cast     5291  818  2899  2180 

Divisional Returns 
 The official returns for Divisional offices in the 
several districts were: 
 First Division: For Senator, Frame 330, Gardner 
2,284, Shattuck 2314; Representatives, A.H. 
Ziegler 2,483, Grover C. Winn 2,436, J.E. Johnson 
2,368, Judge Frank A. Boyle 2,343, T.B. Judson 
2,151, W.L. Paul 2,080, W.P. Scott 2,076, E.L. 
Sampson 2,067, P.C. McCormick 1,084; for Road 
Commissioner, P.C. Gilmore 2,609, J. Rice 62, and 
several scattering. 

 Second Division: Senator, James H. Anderson 
373, Alfred Lomen 409; Representatives, Andy 
Nylen 407, Allyn 400, Burgh 394, Hellerich 396, 
Chidester 111, Lay 201, Polson 326, Rose 37, 
Rydeen 305, Smith 295. 
 Third Division: Senator, Robert Bragaw, 
unopposed, 2, 048; Representatives, Cal Brosius 
1,979, Joseph H. Murray 1,879, J.H. McCutcheon 
1,733, Frank H. Foster 1,713, L.D. Roach 1,687.  
Three precincts, Choggiung, Eska and Palmer are 
unreported. 
 Fourth Division: Senator, John W. Dunn 1,397, 
Frank Hodgson 538; Representatives, Harry 
Donnelly 1,251, Fred Johnston 1,130, Joe 
McDonald 1,359, Andrew Nerland 1,291.  The 
Kantishna precinct is not reported. 

Diary 40, 1931 
January 25-27 

-25th – 
Sunday - writing letters. 

-26th – 
Finishing up correspondence - much belated - & 
about finished. 

-27th - 
Same as yesterday - attended Mrs. Herner's 
funeral - Mrs. Garnicks mother. Recd telegram 
from W. H. Holmes, Amarillo, Tex. urging me to 
stop there & visit a day or so.  Ans. saying could 
not. - may go on to Washington from Seattle & cut 
out S.F. - Darrell & Jane will be disappointed but 
my time is short & Alaska appointments seem to 
demand my reaching Washington before Mch 4th.  I 
hoped to escape any contact with them!! 

Diary 40, 1931 
January 28-31 

-28th – 
Same as yesterday in office. 
R.C. Hurley found guilty of Contempt of Court for 
telephoning to a juror & trying to arrange to have 
juror support his client in a criminal case.  Hurley is 
an atty - a drunkard & a fool. 

-29th – 
Same as usual, but also preparing some data for 
my address at the Dedication of the new Capitol 
Building -Feb 14th. 

-30th – 
Same as yesterday. 

-31st - 
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Frank Foster, Atty. from Cordova met Pulver, 
owner, in my office & agreed to take the offices as 
of Feb 15th & I am to pay 1/2 the months rent & 
Foster the balance. 

Diary 40, 1931 
January 31 

31 
I agreed with him to make an inventory of my 
books, furniture, etc. to be left in the office & he 
agreed to pay me $25.00 a month rental for my 
books, etc, furniture, carpets, etc.  Foster went on 
to Seattle tonight but said he would 
try & be back by the 15th but anyway will take over 
everything as per our telegraphic contract. 
 
[clipping] 

Third Division Precinct Re- 
turns Are Wired to 
Canvassing Board 

 Returns received by telegram from Valdez, 
covering the election in the Naknek precinct last 
November, added 12 votes to Judge James 
Wickersham’s majority for Delegate to Congress 
and increased Frank H. Foster’s plurality over L.D. 
Roach for Representative to 29 votes. 
 The returns were received today by the 
Canvassing Board from the office of Clerk of Court 
at Valdez.  He advised that the returns from 
Choggiung were expected to arrive at court 
headquarters on the next steamer. 
 The Naknek returns were: Grigsby 1, 
Wickersham 13; for Treasurer, Hardcastle 1, Smith 
13; Auditor, Cole 14, Gaffney 0; Highway engineer, 
Hesse 1, Ulmer 13; Commissioner of Education, 
Karnes 0, Keller 14; Senator, Bragaw 14; 
Representatives, Brosius 14, Foster 14, Murray 14, 
McCutcheon 6, and Roach 8. 
 
[clipping] 

THE ALASKA DAILY EMPIRE 
P.-T.A. TO HELP 
PEOPLE KNOW 

ALASKA BETTER 
Judge Wickersham to 

Speak on High Lights of 
Territory’s History 

 Know Alaska better.  All but a few residents of 
the Territory ought to.  Many of them have a fine 
working knowledge of the history and geography of 
the rest of the world and yet are distressingly 
ignorant of the annals and physical aspects of their 
own homeland. 
 But such deficiency will not obtain much longer, 
because the Juneau Parent-Teacher Association 
has arranged a series of “Know Alaska Better” 
programs.  The first of the meetings will be heard 
next Thursday in the auditorium of the grade 
school.  Judge James Wickersham, delegate-elect 
to Congress, will discuss “High Lights of Alaska 
History.”  None is better qualified to speak on this 
subject. 

Diary 40, 1931 
January 31-
February 2 

31 
[clipping continued] 

Thirty Years of Study 
 For 30 years, he has made historical studies of 
this country.  His papers, pamphlets, documents 
and books relating to it are excelled only by the 
collection in the Congressional Library at 
Washington, D.C.  A few years ago he published 
an Alaskan Bibliography, representing stupendous 
research.  It is the standard, authoritative work of 
its kind.  It lists everything ever written in any 
language about Alaska, when and by whom 
written, and the present place of deposit. 
 The judge’s address on “High Lights of Alaskan 
History” can be illuminating indeed, and 
absorbingly attractive. 

Other Interesting Numbers 
 In addition, the program will contain other 
numbers of unusual interest.  Sam Ritter, young 
man with a wonderful tenor voice, will sing; Miss 
Joyce Morris will give an instrumental selection, 
and Mrs. Wellman Holbrook and Mrs. Charles 
Hawkesworth will appear in a delightful comedy 
sketch. 

Feb. 1, 1931. 
Sunday - worked on my address to be delivered at 
the formal dedication of the new “Federal and 
Territorial Building, on Feb 14th.  Am reading 
Rockwell Kents new book “N. by E” - an account of 



his voyage to Greenland.  It is light & not important 
but interesting - for his drawings! 

-Feb 2 - 
Paying monthly bills - signed a note for $500. to 
help Grace with her expense for oil burner - 
payable in 90 days. 
Flag raised over the new Capitol Building this 
morning for the first time. 

Diary 40, 1931 
February 3-5 

-3rd – 
Closing up the I.J. Shurick estate, & other matters.  
Data for my talk to the P.T.A, meeting Thursday 
evening. 
Recd. written invitations to attend public functions - 
Seattle, Los Angeles & San Pedro - & talk about 
Alaska.  Compelled to send regrets! 

-4th – 
Answering accumulating correspondence. 

-5th - 
Same as yesterday - Talk to the Parent-Teachers 
Assoc. 
at Juneau School house. 
 
[clipping] 

WICKERSHAM 
SPEAKS TONIGHT 

BEFORE P.-T.A. 
Public Urged to Attend 
“Know Alaska Better” 

Meeting at 8 P.M. 
 Judge James Wickersham, delegate-elect to 
Congress from Alaska, will e the only speaker 
tonight at the meeting of the Parent-Teacher 
Association in the auditorium of the grade school.  
His subject will be “High Lights of Alaska History.” 
 Besides Judge Wickersham’s address, there will 
be vocal and instrumental musical selections and a 
brief comedy sketch, but his contribution to the 
evening’s program will be its chief attraction. 
 The Association is undertaking a “Know Alaska 
Better” movement.  Tonight’s meeting will be the 
first of a series that will present interesting persons 
capable of impart- 

Diary 40, 1931 
February 5 

5 
[clipping continued] 
ing interesting information in an interesting way.  
All persons, regardless of whether they are 
members of the Association, are urged to be 
present. 
 Judge Wickersham’s term in Congress will begin 
March 4, ands it is not at all unlikely an extra 
session of the national lawmaking body will be 
called next month making his presence desirable in 
Washington, D.C. from a legislative viewpoint. 

Leaves This Month 
 In any event, business of importance to the 
Territory before the various departments will 
require his early attention.  He expects to leave 
Juneau this month for the national capital.  His 
appearance tonight before the Parent-Teacher 
Association will be one of the last opportunities to 
hear him before his departure and to hear him on a 
subject to which he has given 30 years of study 
and research. 
 The judge is recognized as an eminent authority 
on Alaskan history.  He has a rare and valued 
collection of written and printed material relating to 
the country from its earliest known existence to the 
present time-a collection equaled only in volume 
and worth by the collection in the Congressional 
Library at Washington, D.C. 

Details of Program 
 Tonight’s program, which begins at 8 o’clock, 
follows: 

“Alaska, My Alaska”-Community song. 
 “Somewhere a Voice is Calling,” (vocal), Arthur 
F. Tate-Sung by Sam Ritter. 
 “High Lights of Alaska History” –Hon. James 
Wickersham. 
 “The Faithful Pine,” (instrumental), from an old 
German air-Miss Joyce Morris. 
 “De Darky’s Defense” –Variety sketch. 
 De Head – Mrs. Wellman Holbrook. 
 De Feet – Mrs. Charles Hawkesworth. 
 

GOV. PARKS AND  
WICKERSHAM TO  
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MAKE SPEECHES 
Will Be Main Speakers at 

Capitol Dedication, 
Chamber Is Told 

Gov. George A. Parks ad Delegate-elect James 
Wickersham will be the principal speakers at the 
Capital dedication ceremonies which will be held 
here Feb 14-15 under the auspices of the Chamber 
of Committee, it was made known today by H.L. 
Faulkner, in a report for the Dedication Committee 
to the Chamber. 
 The Capitol will be formally opened at 8 p.m., 
Saturday, February 14, when the dedication will 
start.  Concluding rites will be held Sunday 
afternoon. 

Ready for Ceremonies 
 While the complete program was not announced, 
Mr. Faulkner said the Committee had everything in 
readiness for the dedication.  The High School 
orchestra will participate.  The famous Metlakatla 
choir is due here about the that time and it is 
expected will appear on the program.  Dr. W.W. 
Council, President of the Chamber, will preside at 
the dedication. 
 The program will be held in the quarters to be 
occupied by the Alaska Museum and Historical 
Library, which will not move into the new building 
until after the formal opening.  The entire structure 
will be thrown open to the general public on both 
days. 
 
I had a good audience tonight, and the address 
seemed to, be satisfactory to them. 

Diary 40, 1931 
February 6 

-Feb. 6th - 
 [clipping] 

LAST MISSING VOTE RECEIVED 
Choggiung Returns Receiv- 

ed and Canvassed- 
Foster Assured Place 

 Official returns from the Choggiung voting 
precinct in the Third District just canvassed by the 
Territorial Canvassing Board insure the election of 
Frank H. Foster over L.D. Roach for the House of 
Representatives in the Alaska Legislature by 26 

votes.  This is reported to be the only place 
heretofore not heard from in that Division. 
 Foster’s election was virtually assured without 
this precinct since he had a 32 vote lead over 
Roach.  Choggiung gave the latter 25 and Foster 
19 votes.  Both are Republicans. 
 Both Judge Wickersham, Republican, and W.K. 
Keller, Republican, added to their majorities in this 
precinct.  The former received 35 votes to four for 
his opponent, George B. Grigsby, and Mr. Keller 
got 37 and A.J. Karnes, Democratic candidate only 
one vote.  This increased Wickersham’s total 
majority to 290 and Mr. Keller’s to 452 votes. 
 
Am preparing notes for my address on the 
dedication of the Capitol building Feb. 14th.  Sent a 
telegram last night to Sutherland asking him to 
endorse Al. White’s appointment as U.S. Marshal & 
aid in confirmation.  Today I received answer 
saying that he had already done so & that a 
favorable report would probably be made next 
Monday - White is very much pleased.  Where 
there are criticisms of White's service etc,  I think 
he is probably as good as usual, & ought to be 
reappointed. 

Diary 40, 1931 
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-7th – 
Tried a case in court today - my last one.  Working 
on my address for the dedication of the capitol 
building. 

-8th – 
Sunday - worked on my Dedication address. 

-9- 
Same as yesterday. 

-10- 
Grace is a wonder - she has now completed 
rearranging the Bishop apartments & will leave 
both our home and her apartments clean, well 
arranged and rented for two years!  She is one of 
the most active & tireless workers I ever knew- & 
she can do most any kind of work & twice as much 
as anyone I know. 
We moved to the Zynda 
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Hotel tonight, where will stay until we leave next 
week for Seattle. 

-11th – 
Am invited to attend a bar association banquet on 
next Monday evening. 
I shall talk about a Supreme Court for the Territory 
of Alaska!  Have finished my address to be spoken 
at the Dedication ceremony Saturday evening – 
“Alaska's Trade Value To The United States.” 

-12th – 
Rewrote my address today - will have it set in type 
for easier reading. 

-13th - 
Have had my address printed so that I can see to 
read it better.  I am 

Diary 40, 1931 
February 13-14 

13 
not at all pleased with it, but there are so many 
things I do not want to talk about that it rather 
circumscribes me in what I can talk about - I've 
barred all controversial matters & all political ones, 
of course - just one trade value, which has no 
powder in it to explode. 
It will not take longer than 20 minutes - which is a 
virtue in a public talk. 

-14th - 
Dedication of Capitol Building - this function 
passed off pleasantly – big crowd, beautiful lights - 
good talks & music - & I am satisfied with my 
address - Gov. Parks praised my efforts to secure 
Capitol building! 

Diary 40, 1931 
February 14 
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[clipping] 

EXERCISES AT  
CAPITOL BEGIN  
AT 8 TONIGHT 

All Numbers on Interesting 
Program of Dedication 

Will Be Brief 
 Exercises in connection with the formal 
dedication of Alaska’s million-dollar capitol will 
begin promptly at 8 o’clock tonight in the Museum 
room on the second floor of the new structure. 
 Dr. W.W. Council, president of the Juneau 

Chamber of Commerce, will preside and will call 
the assembly to order.  Immediately afterwards, the 
high school orchestra will play a selection.  Then 
the Rev. H.R. Allen, pastor of Resurrection 
Lutheran church, will pronounce the invocation.  
This will be succeeded by another orchestral 
selection.  Gov. George A. Parks will deliver the 
address of welcome.  Following a selection by the 
orchestra, James Wickersham, Delegate-elect to 
Congress from Alaska, will make a speech on 
“Alaska’s Trade Value to the United States.” 
 A short talk will also be made by Mayor Roderick 
F. Davis, of Metlakatla. 

To End With Benediction 
 The orchestra will play again after which the 
exercises will be concluded with a benediction, 
spoken by the Rev. C.E. Rice, dean of Trinity 
Episcopal cathedral. 
 Provision has been made by H. R. VanderLeest, 
chairman of the committee 
on arrangements, for seats upon and near the 
platform for Dr. Council, Governor Parks, Judge 
Wickersham, John C. McBride, custodian of federal 
buildings in Alaska; the Rev. Mr. Allen, the Rev. 
Dean Rice, N.R. Walker, mayor of Ketchikan; 
Roderick F. Davis, mayor of Metlakatla; L.W. 
Kilburn, mayor of Douglas; Thomas B. Judson, 
mayor of Juneau; T.S. Elsemore, representing the 
mayor of Petersburg; F.G. Hanford, councilman at 
Wrangell, representing the mayor of that city; 
Howard Ashley, representing the mayor of 
Skagway; Lieut. S.H. Hunsicker, representing the 
commander of Chilkoot Barracks; W.J. McDonald, 
president of the Chamber of Commerce at 
Cordova, representing the mayor of that city. 

Plenty of Space 
 The museum Hall is sufficiently spacious to 
accommodate the large throng expected to attend 
the exercises.  The room has no seating 
arrangements for auditors, but as the number on 
the program will be long the ceremony is in no 
danger of being tiresome. 
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[clipping] 
MOVEMENT FOR  
CAPITOL BEGAN  
20 YEARS AGO 

Residents of Juneau Bought 
Part of Site and Gave 

it to Government 
 Formal dedication of the Federal and Territorial 
Building today culminates activities that had their 
inception just 20 years ago for the erection of such 
a structure in Juneau.  Immediately after the capital 
was moved from Sitka to Juneau, in 1906, 
suggestions were made for the establishment of a 
suitable home for the various government offices.  
Nothing definite was done, however, until five 
years later. 
 In 1911, a bill was introduced in the House of 
Representatives by James Wickersham, then 
Delegate in Congress from Alaska, appropriating 
$200,000 for the purchase of a site and the 
erection of a capitol.  The measure was enacted. 

Allotment for Site 
Thereupon,  United States Treasury officials  

having in charge public building affairs, decided 
$20,000 should be expended for the site and 
$180,000 on the building. 

Diary 40, 1931 
February 14-15 
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The site desired by the authorities was the 

present location - the entire block bounded by 
Main, fifth, Seward and Fourth streets. For 
$20,000, only the upper half - the half facing on 
Fifth street and between Man and Seward streets - 
then occupied by the Jackson school, could be 
bought.  Refusal by the officials to consider 
demands made by lot owners in the lower half - the 
half facing on Fourth between Main and Seward 
Streets - threatened to delay indefinitely the 
erection of a building. 

Donations to Buy Land 
In these circumstances, the Chamber of 

Commerce initiated a movement to raise funds by 
popular subscription for the purchase of the lower 
half of 
the block in order to give it to the government.  

John Reck, president of the First National Bank, 
was named chairman of the soliciting committee. 
the required sum, between $23,000 and $25,000, 
was raised, the needed lots were bought from their 
individual owners and presented to the 
government.  Transfer was not completed until well 
along in 1913. 

Then, the opinion was held in all quarters that a 
structure containing only $180,000 would be 
inadequate to meet official necessities.  Territorial 
Legislature, at its session in 1913, memorialized 
Congress to appropriate $500,000 additional. 

Bill for $500,000 More 
At the session of the Federal lawmaking body 

beginning in 1916, Judge Wickersham, who was 
still the Alaska Delegate, introduced in the house of 
Representatives a bill calling for $300,000 
additional, and this additional amount was included 
in the omnibus public buildings bill.  The omnibus 
bill was never enacted.  The attention of Congress 
became centered on the World War, and America's 
entrance into the conflict in 1917 deferred all 
government activities excepting those relating to 
the struggle abroad. 

After the Armistice, war problems demanded 
solution to the exclusion of public building projects.  
When the time came for the consideration of public 
buildings, a new plan respecting their allotments 
was formulated and followed. 

The Treasury Department submitted approved 
projects to Congress and it passed one bill 
authorizing a lump sum for all approved structures.  
The department determined the order of necessity, 
and the Alaska project was third on the list.  It was 
in 1927 that the first appropriation was made under 
this new plan. 

Plans are Drafted 
In 1928, the Treasury Department architects 

drafted the plans for Alaska's Capitol, and these 
plans were finally approved late in that year. 

Early in 1929 specifications were prepared by the 
Treasury.  In April, 1929, the call was issued to 
contractors for bids.  Twelve bids were submitted.  
They were opened by the supervising architect of 



the Treasury July 15, 1929.  Because of the large 
number of tenders, consideration of them lasted 
until August 17, 1929.  On that day, Secretary of 
the Treasury Andrew W. Mellon announced that 
the N.P. Severin Company of Chicago, was the 
lowest bidder and that afternoon he signed the 
contract with the Severin Company for the erection 
of the building. 

Amount of Low Bid 
The Severin company's bid was $712,000, with 
provisions relative to certain extras.  All together, 
the site, and building with its extras and new 
furnishings represents an investment of approxi-
mately $1,000,000. 

-15th - 
Sunday - busy getting the office work completed - 
Dinner tonight with Dr.& Mrs. De Vighne.  
McNaughtons & Hellenthal present. 
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-16th - 
Rushing around getting last things done - reported 
boat tomorrow at noon. Was very much pleased at 
the banquet given to me tonight by the Juneau Bar 
Association - every member - about 20 - present - 
at Arcade Restaurant. 
Excellent dinner & afterward - with cigars - 
speeches by Jack Hellenthal, toastmaster, Henry 
Roden, H.L. Faulkner, Atty. Genl Rustgard, Judge 
Harding, Frank Boyle, Le Fevre, Fox, Folta, & 
others short.  They all expressed the most friendly 
feeling & desire to assist my work.  We discussed 
the bill creating Supreme Court for Alaska, etc. 
they appointed 
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a committee of the Assoc. to consider preparation 
of bill & agree on ideas & will hold another general 
meeting in March or April when the Legislature is in 
session & will call in all the lawyers in the 
Legislature & submit the matters to the crowd so as 
to secure widespread support on agreed bills.  I 
was greatly pleased at the friendly disposition of 
the meeting. 
Later - Our boat will not arrive in the harbor until 
late tonight or early in the morning.  Sent Mary 
Jane Harrington, Homer, a little one-legged girl, a 

nice letter & Debbies string of manufactured pearls 
- she will be pleased to get the beads. 
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[clipping] 

CAPITOL IS DEDICATED  
LARGE CROWED PRESENT  

WICKERSHAM  
SHOWS NATION'S  
DEBT TO ALASKA 

Northern Trade Totals Bil- 
lions, Appropriations 

by Millions 
“Alaska's Trade Value to the United States” is the 

Title of the address that James Wickersham, 
Delegate-elect to Congress, delivered at the 
exercises in connection with the dedication of the 
Capitol Saturday evening.  He showed that the 
money the Federal government had expended in 
behalf of the Territory is but a trivial sum compared 
with the treat wealth that has flowed to the Union 
as a result of the Northland’s trade and commerce. 
He said in part: 

“In recent years Congress entered upon a limited 
system of internal improvements in Alaska in aid of 
the development of Territorial Government and the 
natural resources of the country.  It authorized the 
construction of a Government owned and operated 
railroad from an all-the-year open harbor at 
Seward, through the Matanuska and Healy River 
coal fields to the Fairbanks gold fields, at a cost of 
$70,000,000.  Recently the Secretary of the 
Treasury caused plans and estimates to be made 
and set apart the funds necessary to construct a 
general-sue building at Fairbanks, to cost 
$400,000. 

Harbor Improvement Fund 
“The War Department will spend this year for 

Alaska harbor improvements, $272,000 for the 
Ketchikan basin, $84,000 for the Seward 
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breakwater, and $18,000 for the Port Alexander 
harbor work, while the improvements of the Nome 
harbor, to cost $250,000, is to come in two years.  
The Alaska Road Commission will spend this year 
$1,000,000 fore general highway work in Northern 
and Western Alaska, and in addition the sum of 
$130,000 on roads in the Mt. McKinley National 
Park. 

“The Bureau of Public Roads, under the 
Agricultural Department, will spend out of Forest 
Service funds, for highways in 1931, $50,000 at 
Ketchikan, $140,000 near Juneau, $45,000 at 
Seward, $40,000 at Wrangell, $60,000 at 
Skagway, $45,000 at Yakutat, $25,000 at Kake, 
$30,000 at Moose Pass, $10,000 at Craig, $20,000 
at Klawock and $75,000 at Petersburg, a total of 
$450,000 while the Forest Service will spend 
$191,000 in its separate work. 
The total to be expended for construction of 
highways, roads and trails in 1931 amounts to 
$1,670,000, not including the appropriations yet to 
be made by the Legislature of Alaska. 

Native Schools Remembered 
“Nor are the native schools forgotten.  The 

Bureau of Education will erect this year six new 
school buildings in the Northern part of the 
Territory at a cost of $36,000; three new hospitals 
to cost $29,500; extensions to 14 other school 
buildings to cost $110,000; an Indian boys training 
school at Shoemaker Bay, Wrangell, to cost 
$100,000, and other items totaling $1,125,000.  
Public funds to the amount of about $5,000,000 will 
thus be expended in Alaska in 1931, very largely 
for public highways. 

“And why not? Five million dollars per annum is a 
goodly sum of money, but a mere pittance in 
comparison with what the United States expends 
annually in the States for similar work - in States 
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where there is local power and wealth to construct 
roads and other improvements by taxation upon 
privately owned property belonging to those who 
own both the property and the roads, and where 
the United States owns but little. 

Owns 98 percent 
“In Alaska, the United States owns 98 per cent of 

all the lands, and all the railroads, buildings and 
other property constructed by it, and reserves to its 
own use for future sale all the coal, oil an other 
wealth from the pubic lands, from which it will 
derive great profit.  The small sum it expends in 
Alaska, improving its own properties, is much less 
than one-half of the annual gold output Alaska 
mines send to the Government mints for the 
support of the nation's gold standard.  From 
January 1, 1880, to December 31, 1930, a period 
of 50 years, Alaskans mined and shipped to the 
United States the sum of $628,806,856 in gold, 
copper and other minerals.  There are 600 months 
in 50 years, - Alaska miners produced more than 
$1,000,000 of gold and copper per month during 
that 50-year period. - The mineral industry in 
Alaska is yet in its infancy and is constantly 
growing. 

Exceeded by Fish 
“As great a sum as that half-century output of 

Alaska mineral amounts to, the value of Alaska fish 
- shipped to the United States in half that period 
exceeds it.  From 1906 to 1930, both included, a 
period of 25 years, Alaska fishermen caught, 
prepared and shipped to the United States markets 
fish to the amount of $743,975,738, - an annual 
production of $30,000,000.  From the reports of the 
Governor and Collector of Customs, we are 
informed that the total production of Alaska fish, 
furs and minerals experted to the United States 
since 1867, amounts to the sum of 
$1,762,968,496. 

“Not only has Alaska Produced and exported that 
great wealth to the United States, and enriched its 
Pacific Coast cities thereby, but her people have 
purchased from the United States, principally from 
Seattle, Portland, and San Francisco, and imported 
into Alaska from 1867 to date, more than 900 
million dollars' worth of merchandise. 

Fabulous Total Trade 
“Add Alaska's total production of Wealth to her total 
purchase of merchandise - our total exports to, and 



our total imports from, the United States and we 
have $1,762,968,496, total exports; $907,373,942, 
total imports, or $2,670,842,437 in total trade. Thus 
Alaska’s trade value with United States merchants 
and manufacturers since 1867 is more than two 
and a half billion dollars! 

A huge sum to have been won by a few 
thousand pioneers from in inhospitable wilderness 
in the first half century of trade with the mother 
country.  It is, however, but a mere trickle to the 
great stream of wealth which flow into the markets 
of the United States from Alaska when our natural 
resources shall be more fully located and 
enveloped by an increasing number of our people 
who follow us into the Northern Territory, armed 
with better 
trade facilities and aided by wiser and more gener-
ous government. 

Resources are Unlimited 
“Our seas are filled with fish, our mountains with 
minerals, our coastal islands with forests awaiting 
the coming pulp makers, our interior valleys with 
unsettled agricultural lands equal in area and 
productivity to those of Scandinavia.  Our people 
are brave and hardy, filled with loyalty to American 
ideals and love for constitutional Government, and 
in good time will adopt a State Constitution and 
secure the admission of the State of Alaska into 
the Union of the United States.  We hail the 
completion of this beautiful Capital, and the 
promise of higher development in American 
Government and trade in our chosen homeland - 
Alaska.” 

-17th - 
All packed & ready to tart on journey, 
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February 17, 1931. 
Grace is greatly excited & pleased, of course for 
she has never been East and I am looking forward 
to the trip with much interest.  We expected the 
boat in today but it will not be in until tomorrow 
morning. 
Office left in good shape, books in order & I have 
left receipts with Roden for Foster to sign - contract 
lease included in receipt.  Our two houses - my 

home & Graces “Bishop Apartments” are in good 
repair & fully rented - so we leave in a contented 
mind. 
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-18th – 
We left Juneau about noon on our trip - on the SS. 
“Northwestern,” Capt Glasscock.  A number of 
Juneau people are on board going to Ketchikan 
others going to Seattle - The U.S. Dept. Marshal 
with prisoners for McNeils Is. penitentiary & insane 
persons for the Hospital near Portland which cares 
for Alaska Insane.  Our boat is to go to Chatham 
for a load of canned salmon - around Point Retreat 
- the north end of Admiralty Is. and south to 
Chatham on the easterly shore of Chichagof Is - 
where we arrived about 8 p.m. tonight. 
We have a comfortable room - good music & a 
good table seat. 

Diary 40, 1931 
February 19 

-19th - 
We left Chatham at about 1. a.m. this morning , 
arrived at Petersburg at noon.  Visited with my 
friend Earl N. Ohmer, shrimp canneryman & Grace 
& I met his wife and other ladies.  Arrived at 
Wrangell at 530 & met W.D. Grant, Senator Chris 
Benjamin, Rev. Corser & others & had a good visit 
with them. 
There are Alaskans on board from Wiseman, 
Fairbanks other places in the interior & I am very 
much pleased to meet them & to talk about the 
interior matters with them.  Generally the people of 
Alaska are comfortably situated in comparison with 
those who reside outside - who are complaining of 
hard times - even poverty. 
[the above is the first reference of Wickersham to 
the beginning economic depression] 
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-20th - 
We reached Ketchikan about 3 a.m. this morning. 
Wm L. Paul, Indian leader, Griffith, of the Ketchikan 
“Tribune” & Bill Lynch met me at the boat & talked 
political situation, appointments etc.  Paul tells me 
he is considering removing to Seattle to practice 
law!  I tried to dissuade him - but when I discovered 
his trouble arises from the fact that his wife, a 
highly educated & good white woman, is chagrined 
& humiliated over his constant defeats in the 
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elections “because he is an Indian,”  I cannot 
blame him so much.  Still I think it better for him to 
remain in Alaska - though he might really 
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do better and be more happy in Seattle than in his 
own country.  Paul is very ambitious and makes 
the political mistake of becoming a perennial & 
unsuccessful candidate for office instead of 
remaining a successful “political boss” - which he 
could do easily through his control over some 2000 
Indian votes in S.E. Alaska.  As a controlling 
influence with this mass of voters he would be in 
constant & powerful control, but as a candidate of 
less than a majority vote, he is in a weak position & 
constantly defeated.  Better be a successful & 
influential “boss” than unsuccessful & defeated 
candidate, - but he does not see it that way. 
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-21st – 
Queen Charlotte, & Vancouver Is.  Passed 
Seymour Narrows at night. 

-22nd – 
Sunday - Washington's Birthday.  Arrived in Seattle 
at 2 in the afternoon. Went to Frye Hotel & found 
they had reserved a nice suite of rooms for us.  
Some friends called: Ruth came & she & Grace 
were happy together. 

-23rd - 
Today was kept as a holiday - instead of yesterday. 
Many persons called to talk about Alaska matters.  
Mrs. Strong is here & we have had her to dinner - 
Had Mr. & Mrs. Howard S. Lerch to dinner. 
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-24th - 
Grace & I went over to Tacoma and visited my old 
home on C St.  It is greatly in need of repair - saw 
Winden (Hopping & Co) about it and instructed him 
to have repairs made.  Lunch at Winthrop Hotel - 
with Grace.  At Tacoma I went to office of 
Consumers Utility Co & met Lerch - talked with 
Flood & Lerch about sale of Harkrader (Adm. Is. 
Coal Co) - nothing accomplished. 
Back to Seattle - Harold was married some time 
ago & is on his honeymoon trip to Los Angeles!  I 
do not know the girl he married!  Many persons 
calling, Jack Dalton among them. 
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-25- 
Saw Erickson who returned my Ms. Old Yukon 
Trails - for some corrections & additions etc.  Got 
my new eyeglasses.  Had diner at Rainer Club with 
Edw. W. Allen & his wife - Grace & I.  Invited to  
lunch tomorrow.  Called on Hartman & Winn & 
others.  Went out to machine shops & examined 
Fred Harris electric concentrator - for catching 
minerals, gold, iron etc. from black sands etc. & 
promised him I would see Bradley’s at San 
Francisco & recommend them to have a man 
examine it - when I get to S.F. 
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-26th - 
Seattle Post Intelligencer today: 
 
[clipping] 

ALASKA HITS  
PLAN TO RAISE  
RAILWAY RATE 

Judge James Wickersham, Ter- 
ritorial Delegate, Here On 
Way East, Gives Figures 

Uncle Sam will be killing a goose that has laid 
many golden eggs and is capable of laying many, 
many more if the proposed increases in rates on 
the government railway in Alaska are put in effect, 
Judge James Wickersham, the territory's new dele-
gate to congress, declared in Seattle yesterday. 

“The people of Alaska are already required to 
pay the highest rates that prevail anywhere under 
the American flag,” Judge Wickersham Pointed 
out. “To increase them would be putting an unfair 
handicap both on the road and the territory as a 
whole.” 

EXPORTS LARGE 
 “Since the United States acquired Alaska, in 
1867, the territory has exported $1,762,968,496 
worth of fish, fur and minerals and has imported, 
largely from Seattle, Portland and San Francisco, 
$907,873,941 worth of products during that period. 
 “This makes Alaska’s total trade with merchants 
and manufacturers in the United States more than 
two and a half billion dollars-a huge sum to be 
taken from an inhospitable wilderness by a few 



thousand pioneers. 
 “But this is a mere trickle to the great stream of 
wealth which will flow into the markets of the 
United States from Alaska if the development of 
the territory is not impeded by such steps as the 
proposed increase in rates.” 

ON WAY EAST 
Judge Wickersham will have no congressional 

duties until next December unless a special 
session should be ordered, but he declared that 
the territory's needs are so great that he intends to 
go to Washington, 
D.C., in a few weeks and spend the summer there. 

It will be a return to familiar scenes for him, as he 
served for twelve years as territorial delegate until 
he retired in 1921. 

Judge Wickersham, who is stopping at the Frye 
Hotel, plans to go East by way of California. 
 
Attended luncheon with Alaska Committee at 
Chamber of Commerce - very friendly - talked 
about Trade Value of Alaska - Jim Stevens gave 
me an original copy of the Alaska Times - date 
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Oct 1869, Vol I. No 26.   
Friends to dinner. 
Sent telegram to Darrell & Judge Brown that we 
would reach S.F. Saturday morning & leave for the 
East on Monday evening.  Told Judge Brown that I 
would be glad to meet Alaskans in S.F. on 
Saturday or Sunday evening.  Tickets, sleeper etc. 
from Seattle to Washington via Southern route - 
New Orleans, Atlanta cost $310.27.  We leave 
Seattle tonight at 11:45  People here are much 
worked up about Congressional unfriendly action 
on Railroad & sale of Cable & Telegraph line - 
Administration is blamed! 
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-27th – 
Through Oregon.  At Portland early and Medford in 
the evening. 

-28th – 
We reached S.F. at 9:30 and found Darrell waiting 
for us at the ferry.  In the afternoon went out & saw 
the Golden Gate - Twin Peaks etc in Darrells 

automobile.  Judge Brown invited us to dinner at 
the Whitcomb Hotel, tomorrow evening - Sunday.  
Bill McPhee & other friends will be present. 
Darrell & Jane have a nice big apartment at 1740 
Franklin St. 

-March 1st - 
Sunday.  Darrell took us to the top of the Telegraph 
Hill - there we – 

Diary 40, 1931 
March 1-2 

1 
Grace & I walked through downtown while Darrell 
& Jane went out to the Presidio Golf links - of 
which Darrell is a member. 

Met Judge Grown & wife, Bill McPhee, Mrs. 
Scanlan (an early Nome - Ophir Creek mining 
woman & Jeff Gear, old Dawson name at the 
Whitcomb Hotel & had a fine dinner & an enjoyable 
2 hour visit - reminiscence talk about early days at 
Dawson, Nome & Fairbanks. 
Bill is 81 years old - very deaf etc. 

-2nd - 
Left S.F. this evening at 615 & saw nothing all night. 
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-3rd - 
Arrived in Los Angeles this morning - Edgar & 
Lizzie, Mrs. Mites and her daughter Peggy & 
George McGovern & his son Charles (Helen's son) 
met us at the depot where we spent half an hour - 
Helen has just presented her delighted husband 
with a second son, but I talked with her over the 
telephone 
& gave her the congratulations of the whole family.  
Charles, her first son is not yet 2 years old & is a 
fine boy.  Edgar is filled with excitement about 
some improvement on the Automobile axle 
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in which he is interested & from which he expects 
to make a fortune etc. so he seems to have quit 
work & is waiting for the windfall.  In my opinion he 
would be much better off with a good job. He is 65 
years old.   
Through Imperial valley - along Salton Sea - cross 
the Colorado river at Yuma. 

-4th – 
Through Arizona at night - reached El. Paso today 
& into Texas - sandy & worthless. 



Alaska State Library – Historical Collections                                                                                                                    Diary of James Wickersham  
MS 107 BOX 6  DIARY 40                                                                                                                                                      May 16, 1930- through December 31, 1931 

-5- 
More Texas sand - & passed better country tonight.
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-5th – 
Houston, Texas - this morning - fine looking, flat 
country.  We came into New Orleans at 735 in the 
evening - dark, but we greatly enjoyed an hour 
along beautifully lighted Canal Street. 

-6th - 
Through Alabama at night, but saw Georgia - 
Atlanta & other towns by day, and greatly enjoyed 
the daylight trip through South Carolina.  We 
passed Kings Mountain, North Carolina at Sunset.  
Had a fine view of the famous Revolutionary 
battlefield, where my mothers ancestor, Terence 
McHaney did his “bit” for his adopted 
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country as a solder in the Revolution.  It was dark 
when we entered Virginia - we will reach 
Washington at 4 a.m. 

-7th - 
Went from our sleeping car to the Raleigh Hotel 
this morning - bath etc. and then to the office.  
Found Will Steel & Mrs. Sutherland there & Dan 
came later. Filed my Certificate of Election with 
Clerk of the House of Republicans. Arranged that 
Will Steel is to have $3900. per year as salary & 
Grace is to have $1100. as assistant.  Dan took us 
out automobiling - & we had dinner with the 
Sutherlands at the “Dodge” Hotel. 
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-8th – 
Grace & will Steel are out today - Sunday - trying to 
find a place for us - Grace & I - to secure rooms, -
apartment , etc. and they are having much difficulty 
to find a satisfactory place. 

-9th - 
Made my Income Tax Return.  Attended hearing in 
Alaska Reindeer matter at office Sec. of Interior. 
Sawyer introduced me to the Sec. of the interior - 
Ray Lyman Wilbur. 
Grace found in nice apartment for us in the 
Stratford Hotel - & we moved there last night. 
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-10th – 
Spent part of the day in arranging office. - furniture, 

books etc.  Grace is an -interior decorator, all right! 
Had Ernest Walker Sawyer to lunch & talked 
reindeer matters over with him, also my friendly 
relations to the Hoover administration - He is 
entirely friendly. 

-11th – 
Same as yesterday. 

-12th - 
Busy looking up the Appropriations & phraseology 
of Statutes relating to the creation & control of 
Reindeer herds in Alaska for support of Eskimo, 
etc. for use in hearings before special Committee 
in Sec. of Interior offices - tomorrow. 
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-13th - 
Hearing today in office of Secretary of the Interior!  
I was heard for 1-1/2 hours, and urged that Sec. of 
Interior had no power or authority to accept Plan 
offered by the Lomen-Baldwin interests, to enter 
into cooperative contract as presented in that Plan.  
I was particular to confine my talk to the legal 
objections to the Plan - but it is perfectly apparent 
to me, now, that the Lomen-Baldwin Plan is to 
secure cooperation with the Government by a 
Contract giving them a monopoly in the marketing 
of Reindeer products - then sell their corporation 
Stock & get out!! 
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This plan would afford them a great profit in stock 
selling & enable them to recoup their had 
investment, & lease the project & its probable 
losses on the stockholders & the Government.  I 
am trying to warn the Government officials so they 
can keep clear of a bad situation! 
 
[clipping] 

REINDEER AGREEMENT DECLARED 
MATTER FOR ACTION 

BY CONGRESS 
The legal authority of the Secretary of the Interior 

to sponsor a proposal for the handling of reindeer 
in Alaska, such as was submitted by the 
representatives of the Lomen Reindeer 
Corporation and the Alaska Livestock & Packing 
Company, is questionable, Judge James 



Wickersham, Delegate-elect from Alaska, told the 
Alaska Reindeer Committee March 13. 

At a resumption of the hearing being held at the 
Department of the Interior, Judge Wickersham 
analyzed the history of the reindeer industry in 
Alaska, discussed the laws governing their 
disposition, and said he doubted whether any 
authority exists by which the Department of the 
Interior can enter any such agreement with a 
private corporation.  Such authority should come 
from Congress, he declared. 

Mr. Wilbur Testifies 
Ray Lyman Wilbur, the Secretary of the Interior, 

called attention to the policy of the Department in 
attempting to bring about more independence in 
Alaska.  He cited the appointment of the three 
Commissioners, including the Governor, who are 
studying the territory with a view to bringing about 
closer cooperation and greater decentralization. 

Secretary Wilbur told the Committee he hoped 
careful consideration would be given the 
cooperative proposals of L.D. Baldwin, president of 
the Alaska Livestock and Packing Co, presented at 
a previous hearing. (Proceedings of the hearing 
were published in be issue of Feb. 21.) 

Mr. Baldwin proposed that Seward Peninsula 
and the coast territory adjacent from Kotzebue on 
the north to Unalakleet on the south be subdivided 
into five districts so that each district will have 
natural boundaries within which the reindeer will 
naturally remain. 

Judge Wickersham suggested that the Alaska 
Commission investigate the entire matter as a fact-
finding body so Congress can act. 

In answer to the statement of Judge Wickersham 
that he objected to the creation of a monopoly 
favorable to one company, Senator Kendrick 
(Dem), of Wyoming, chairman of the Committee, 
said the Committee had no thought of taking 
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[clipping continued] 
any action other than what would be for the benefit 
of the natives and the disposal of surplus deer. 

Consideration of Title 

Judge Wickersham pointed out that the 
Committee must consider the title of the deer.  
Alaskans are regarded legally as Indians and are 
citizens of the United States, he explained, 
protected in their property. 

Carl Lomen, president of the Lomen Reindeer 
Corporation, stated that 90 per cent of the deer 
owned by his firm were obtained from Laps, and 
not natives. 

Chairman Kendrick stated that the Committee is 
seeking an outlet for surplus deer. 

C.H. Flory, Commissioner of Alaska, stated that 
he did not think the commission should study the 
reindeer question further. 

Chairman Kendrick introduced in the record a 
letter from the Alaska Steamship Company 
protesting against any recommendations that might 
advocate or promote a monopoly of transportation 
by the Lomen Corporation. 
The hearing will continue Mar. 14. 

-14th - 
Attended the final hearing today in the Reindeer 
herd matters - the Lomen interests made their final 
statements.  The Committee announced that 
hearings were concluded, etc.  Carl Lomen then 
suggested that he & Baldwin would like to meet 
with Sawyer, Bell, Flory & myself to formulate ideas 
for a compromise settlement and plan - which the 
Committee approved. 
Baldwin said he was to leave town & asked for 
meeting this afternoon, but I could not attend, but 
told them to go ahead & I would look over their 
results later!  Finney seems 
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to have written an opinion for the Dept. of the 
Interior in opposition to my views as to the power of 
the Secretary to make a contract with the Lomen 
interests & I will not do anything until I see it & 
probably not at all, for I do not intend to approve 
any plan which I think to be in violation of the law - 
the Acts of Congress. 
This afternoon I an supplied with copies of Finneys 
opinions in the matter of selling female reindeer & 
am more than ever convinced that the Sec. has no 
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such authority!  Finney made two opinions - the 
first last year, the second yesterday & they 
diametrically oppose each other.  I think I will write 
my view to the Sec. 
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-15th - 
Sunday - Grace & I took in the general view of 
Washington.   
I am inclined to think that by raising the question of 
the want of jurisdiction of the Secretary of the 
Interior to sell female reindeer, I have roused the 
opposition of the Secretary & his subordinates, and 
that I had better keep out of any further 
interference with administrative matters! 
Anyway I have made my record fairly and without 
criticizing any official, & its a good time to fade out 
of the picture & let those wholly responsible do as 
they will! 

Diary 40, 1931 
March 16-18 

-16th – 
Trying to catch up with Correspondence. 

-17th – 
Sawyer came to office & requested me to go to the 
office of the U.S. Chamber of Commerce tomorrow 
& request that body to distinctly approve the 
construction of the International Alaska - Yukon 
Highway.  Promised to go.  Busy with 
correspondence - Alaska mail in today. 

18th  
Called at office of U.S. Chamber of Commerce to 
secure their endorsement of the International 
Alaska Yukon Hwy.  I am to talk to Sawyer again, 
but I think we can get such an endorsement for this 
body as we need - not 

Diary 40, 1931 
March 18 

18 
all we wanted, but an endorsement of the highway 
if the surveys show the route to be satisfactory & 
economical favorable etc.  A sensible approval! 
Also Will Steel & I called on Jack Underwood and 
W. W. Jermane, the Washington representatives of 
the Seattle Times, and found both of them friendly.  
This afternoon met Senator Jones and Underwood 
at the Bureau of the Budget and seemed a 
satisfactory assurance that the Budget would not 
impound or hold up the appropriation for the Alaska 
Cable & Telegraph Lines in aid of the sale to 

private parties - Congress did not authorize the 
sale.  Matters will go on as usual for the present! 

Diary 40, 1931 
March 19-20 

-19th – 
At work in the office - correspondence 
Jack Underwood & Henry O'Malley took lunch with 
me at the “Ugly Duckling” restaurant - we 
discussed matters Alaskan - fisheries, International 
Highway, better cooperation between the Delegate 
& the various Bureaus, etc. -smoked & talked and 
agreed to act together for the benefit of Alaska and 
its development! 

-20th - 
Same as usual in the office.  Col. Wood called & 
gave us some pictures of the Seward Memorial to 
be erected - if Congress wills - at Seward, Alaska. 
Much correspondence coming in from Alaska - 
from every quarter. 

Diary 40, 1931 
March 21 

-21st - 
Same as usual in the office.  Have completed 
reading a biography of Sam Houston, of Texas, 
this week.  Visited the Congressional Library today 
with Grace.  We are gathering up the ends of 
Alaska matters and will soon have business 
moving well.  Sutherland had permission to extend 
his remarks in the Congressional Record, & did it 
by securing the printing of my remarks at the 
dedication of the Territorial Capitol.  I am having 
10000 copies printed, and, in lieu of anything else 
will send them out to the people of Alaska.  Will 
Steel is also getting out a good weekly letter to the 
Alaska newspapers containing only Alaska Wash. 
matter. 

Diary 40, 1931 
March 22-23 

-22- 
Sunday - raining - making notes, for a new chapter 
in “Old Yukon Trails” on the establishment of courts 
in Alaska and my experience in traveling the trails 
by dog team in holding court, etc. 

-23d- 
All at work as usual in the office. 
Grace & I had dinner tonight with Mrs. Steel - Will 
Steels step mother, at the Burlington Hotel.  It was 
a good meal, with cheerful people, and we enjoyed 
it.  Wills half-sister, a Mrs. John was with her 



mother - & John, besides which a dozen of their 
personal friends - Mrs. Sutherland & Donald, also, 
were guests. 

Diary 40, 1931 
March 24 

-24th - 
I made out a list of Senators & called on a dozen - 
most of whom had gone home.  I saw Senator 
McNary of Oregon, and had a good talk with him 
about Alaska.  He is entirely friendly to me & also 
to Alaska.  Senator Jones of Wash. was out but I 
saw him the other day & this will just serve as a 
friendly call.  Senator Howell was rather coldly 
cordial - if you know what ‘mean! 
At the barber shop in the House Office Bldg. two of 
the barbers who were here when I left 10 years 
ago, & old Dave Bruce who gave me Turkish 
baths, met me with outstretched arms & a 
welcome! 

Diary 40, 1931 
March 25 

-25- 
We are now getting our work down to a regular line 
& catching up with the belated correspondence.  I 
am making promises to myself of a trip to Atlantic 
City on April 28 to attend the 19th annual meeting 
of the U.S. Chamber of Commerce.  I have 
received requests from Alaskan business 
organizations etc. to attend & will try to do so.  
Called at the Treasury Dept. & consulted with Asst. 
in charge of Public Bldgs.  Ferry K. Heath, about 
the Capitol at Juneau, and particularly about 
purchasing the block across 4th St. in front for the 
better protection of the Capitol – for a park etc.  He 
expressed interest & asked me to send him a 
written statement & show why it should be 
purchased, etc.  I sent Faulkner a telegram tonight 
asking for photographs & other data. 

Diary 40, 1931 
March 26-28 

-26th – 
We moved from the Strafford Hotel to the George 
Washington Inn.  The Inn is located across the 
street at S.W. corner of House office Bldg.  Grace 
is doing the moving. 

-27th – 
The George Washington Inn is a good clean place, 
and satisfactory in all things except one – the 
coffee is so bad that one cannot drink it! 

-28th - 

Called on Senator Jones & asked him to present 
Mrs. Anna Hall Strongs letter to Senator Borah & 
get her  

Diary 40, 1931 
March 28-29 

28 
a friendly letter which she can carry with her to 
Russia – such a letter from Senator Borah would 
be sufficient to insure her a welcome in that 
country, but I am not sure the Senator will want to 
give it!  Anyway I can only ask it! 

-29th - 
Sunday - Grace and I are both disappointed at the 
food furnished us at the George Washington Inn - it 
is very common & small in quantity & the coffee is 
hardly fit to drink.  This morning we went out to a 
near by cafe & had a square breakfast.   
Have just received a letter from my Seattle friend 
Allen in which he says: “I have been told that your 
presumed friend, William Paul, has made some 
statements 

Diary 40, 1931 
March 29-30 

29 
recently not wholly friendly to you, and I am 
wondering whether you are aware of this fact.”  
Allen is careful never to say too much & I assume 
that Paul is getting even with me for failing to 
appoint him my clerk as he demanded - instead of 
Steel.  What Billy wants is a job where he can 
connect with the payroll & he thinks his control over 
the Indian vote ought to get it! and maybe he is 
right! 

-30th - 
Same as usual - all at work. 
Wrote to Allen - saying Paul talks & generally does 
not mean it. 
At the Library tonight with Grace looking up the 
“Vrooman” genealogy - 
worked on the draft of bill to establish Supreme 
Court in Alaska!! 

Diary 40, 1931 
March 31- 
April 1 

-31st – 
Working today on the Bill to establish the Supreme 
Court for the Territory of Alaska, to cover judicial 
power thereon, etc.  My purpose is to draft a bill to 
permit appeals in minor civil cases and criminal 
misdemeanor cases to a Supreme Court of the 
Territory to be Composed of the 4 district judges 
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sitting in bane.  In such cases there is now no 
appeal from the judgments of the district judges - a 
situation which causes much complaint. 

-April 1st - 
Worked all day on Bill to establish Supreme Court 
in Alaska - when I get it “blocked out” will get 
“Legislative Counsel” to take up finishing touches & 
then the Dept. of Justice. 

Diary 40, 1931 
April 1 

1 
The paper “Labor” is edited by my friend Edward 
Keating – a member of Congress with me for 6 
years.  A Mr. Kelly, reporter from “Labor” came to 
talk with me today in relation to be Government 
Railroad in Alaska - This paper specially 
represents railroad labor, and they are flooded with 
letters, etc. from railroad men on the Alaska line & 
intend to begin a persistent effort to get the U.S. to 
support the Alaska road etc. and wish my aid in the 
struggle, which I promised them, of course.  I 
intend to go into the defense of our road soon and 
give them the material as fast as I can work into 
shape. 

Diary 40, 1931 
April 2-3 

-2nd – 
We are receiving a flood of letters from the people 
of Alaska about almost every public matter - roads, 
post offices, fisheries, appointments, etc. etc. - we 
are kept busy answering them.  However I have 
also been busy in preparing a Bill for the creation 
of a Supreme Court. 

-3rd - 
Same as yesterday.  Charles B. Ferguson, formerly 
a member of the Legislature of Alaska called today 
& Jack McCord, promoter of Alaskan oil & other 
enterprises has visited with us this week.  I saw 
Surgeon - General Cummings today about my 
physical condition - he made a date for me to see 
two surgeons in the Public Health service this 
afternoon. 

Diary 40, 1931 
April 3-4 

3rd continued – 
Saw Dr's Grimm & Bush this afternoon at Public 
Health Service office in the P.0. building.  They 
gave me a careful examination - said I was in 
perfect health - but my urine showed signs of 
infection & advised me to go to a physician for 

treatment of infected bladder! 
I will go Monday to see Doctor Fadeley – 1835, I 
Street. 

-4th - 
In the office as usual - nothing new Finished my 
final draft of a bill to create a Supreme Court in 
Alaska.  Recd. my first months salary as Delegate - 
it was welcome! 

Diary 40, 1931 
April 5-6 

-5th – 
Sunday - visited the museums with Grace - also, 
the house where Lincoln died.  Wrote a good long 
letter to Darrell.  Grace & I visited the Smithsonian 
& the National Museums & the House - where 
Lincoln died - Museum.  Later Grace copied my 
completed first draft of a Bill to Establish a 
Supreme Court in Alaska. 

-6th - 
Correspondence - Sent Mrs. Strong a letter of 
introduction to the Russians from Senator Borah - 
she is going to Russia!  Dr. Fadeley made 
examination of my prostate gland trouble - says it 
is not bad - will continue investigation Wednesday - 
Grace went to Alexandria to visit Ms. Weber today. 
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April 7-8 

-7th – 
Same as usual in the office. 
The paper this evening notices a meeting of a 
group of Christian women on Thursday to raise 
money for the Ketchikan hospital: Grace says she 
will attend and make a small donation!  Received a 
night letter telegram from editor of the Fairbanks 
newspaper approving the weekly letters written by 
Will Steel, and asking for more.  We sent what he 
wanted by telegraph. 

-8th - 
Dr. Fadeley gave me a more particular physical 
examination. It is not bad, but he recommends an 
operation at an early date, - before the infection in 
bladder & prostate gland spreads too far, & while I 
am in good physical condition. 

Diary 40, 1931 
April 9-10 

-9th – 
Nicholas Longworth, Speaker of the House of 
Representatives died today at a health resort in 
North Carolina. 
Had my photograph made by Underwood & 



Underwood, today.  Also called on Major Gotwals, 
Engineer Office of Dist. of Columbia - formerly 
Alaska Road Commission, etc. 

-10th - 
Called on Smith, Sargent & others in the 
Geological Survey - had pleasant visit.  Received 
photographs, map & statement of prices asked for 
block in front of Capital at Juneau & prepared letter 
to Asst. Sec. Treas. in favor of purchasing the 
block for use as park in front of Capitol. 

Diary 40, 1931 
April 11-12 

-11th – 
Work in the office as usual.  Steel got out his 
regular weekly letter about Alaska matters in 
Washington for the Alaska newspapers.  We are 
beginning to get favorable notices from Alaska 
about them & we hope to keep the people there 
regularly informed about our work here for their 
benefit. 

-12th - 
Sunday - Grace & I went out to Rock Creek Park - 
came back to the Zoological Park & visited the 
animals & birds - The red birds - cardinals - are in 
full song - I love them - they were my musical 
playmates as a boy - back in Illinois. 

Diary 40, 1931 
April 13-14 

-13th – 
Same as usual in the office. 

-14th - 
John L. Steele, formerly from Valdez now and for 
some years past a resident of Los Angeles, Cal., 
called & talked about a coal project he is 
organizing at a near Katalla - also talked Katalla oil.  
I have just completed reading “Abraham Lincoln, 
and his Cabinet,” by McCartney - it is an interesting 
book, although it demonstrates that there is much 
smallness even in great men. 
Wrote a letter to Gov. Parks asking him to write to 
Sec. of Treasury endorsing purchase of block in 
front of Capitol in Juneau.  Flory who is here has 
done so & more strength is needed. 

Diary 40, 1931 
April 15 

-15- 
As usual in the office. 
Grace was invited by Mrs. R.H. Sargent to meet 
with the Chevy Chase Woman's Club - reports it 
was quiet & dull.  The usual Hotel Bridge game is 

on tonight – Mr. & Mrs. Chalmers and Mrs. Taylor, 
of Colorado, are its sponsors, though Grace is a 
good asst. manager. 
Steel reports that, Sawyer, asst. to Sec. Wilbur, 
was greatly pleased at my approval of the plan to 
spend $250,000 of the Railroad appropriation for 
prospecting for minerals & coal along that road.  I 
have also written to the Sec. asking that Sawyer go 
to Atlantic City to the meeting of the U.S. Cham of 
Com. to assist in boosting for the International 
Highway! 

Diary 40, 1931 
April 16 

-16- 
Recd. a nice letter from Mary Lee Davis, 1616 
Sixteenth St. Wash. D.C. saying she has just 
completed the Ms. of a new book “We Are 
Alaskans,” Says she will call, etc. on Grace.  Also 
that some of her readers, who have been in 
Alaska, have made arrangements with the 
publishers of her “Attic” 
to present a copy to each member of the U.S. 
Senate & House.  She quotes a part of my letter to 
her wherein I suggested such an idea as a good to 
Alaska, and I hope it will result that way.  She is 
forceful, active - intelligent & writes rapidly.  Alaska 
is to be congratulated that she is at this excellent 
employment. 

Diary 40, 1931 
April 17 

-17th - 
Same in the office.  Correspondence & Steels visits 
to the Departments. 
More favorable attention to Steels weekly letters to 
Alaska newspapers. 
The “Alaska Weekly,” published in Seattle, sent me 
a lot of stamped envelopes for Airplane mail and 
asked me to send them a copy of Steels weekly 
letters to them, so they could print in the Weekly, 
which would then go north on the same boat with 
the Ms. to Alaska papers, & thereby secure the 
advantage over Alaska papers - I refuse, for I want 
the material published in the local papers in 
Alaska, and that scheme would prevent - for it 
would then be stale!!! 

Diary 40, 1931 
April 17 

17 
[clipping] 
WASHINGTON, D.C., TUESDAY, APRIL 21, 1931 
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LABOR: A NATIONAL WEEKLY NEWSPAPER 
“Father” of Alaska Railroad Back  
to Resume Fight for His “Baby” 

Delegate James Wickersham Says Private  
Interests Throttle Government-Owned Road 

James Wickersham, chosen at last year’s 
election as Delegate in Congress from Alaska, has 
returned to Washington to resume a fight he began 
more than 20 years ago for the government-owned 
Alaska railroad. 
 He declares that his “pet” has not been treated 
fairly by Congress and by the Interior Department, 
which is responsible for its management, and he is 
going to see what can be done about it. 
 Failing to obtain action from department heads, 
he plans to carry his case to Congress.  For all his 
73 years, the Alaskan Delegate is a picture of 
robust health and seems perfectly capable of 
putting up a good show when he gets into action. 

Father of Alaskan Road 
 Wickersham was a member of Congress from 
1909 to 1921, and more than 20 years ago began 
agitating for the construction of the railroad.  He 
told the idea to Franklin K. Lane, Secretary of the 
Interior in the Wilson administration 
and construction of the road was begun before the 
war.   
 Last summer a committee composed of Senators 
Howell, of Nebraska, Kendrick of Wyoming, and 
Thomas of Idaho made an inspection of the 
railroad and brought back a report that it was being 
extravagantly managed and recommended that its 
rates be raised to meet operating deficits.   
 The interior Department followed this 
recommendation by raising both passenger and 
freight rates and this stirred up a hornets’ nest in 
Alaska. 

Rates Held Prohibitive 
Wickersham contends that this move is the very 

worst solution of the problem.  Instead of 
increasing revenues, he says, it will reduce them, 
because cost of transportation has been lifted to 
prohibitive levels. 
 “What Alaska needs is lower and not higher 

rates,” he declares, “We are rich in raw materials, 
but we cannot market them because of freight 
rates. 
 “Congress has set aside $250,000 of the 
railroad’s million-dollar appropriation to develop 
industries and the Interior Department makes rates 
which prevent those already in existence from 
operating.  That does not seem to make good 
sense.” 
 Wickersham insists that the Morgan-
Guggenheim interests are throttling the 
government-owned railroad and are largely 
responsible for its policies. 

Morgan-Guggenheim Holdings 
 This group owns the Copper River Railroad, 
running from Cordova to Kennicott, and 
Wickersham claims it is really a plant facility for the 
great copper mines along its route. 
 He says its rates are purposely kept high to 
discourage copper development by outside 
interests, but that they are now being used as a 
basis for the government-owned road’s charges. 
 The copper interests operate a steamship line 
between Seward, the southern terminus of the 
government line, and the states.  That is the only 
way to get in or out of Alaska, and the monopoly is 
charging all the traffic will bear – and more. 
 Uncle Sam could smash this monopoly over 
night by putting a few government-owned ships 
into the Alaskan trade, but the Morgan 
Guggenheim combine is so influential in 
Washington that nothing has been done. 
 Until this relief is granted, Wickersham says, 
Alaska will be at the mercy of the Morgan-
Guggenheim outfit and its development will be 
retarded. 

Treated Like A Stepchild 
“Without the Alaska railroad,” he adds, “we would 

be lost.  Yet until it is frankly operated on the theory 
that its main purpose is the development of the 
Territory, we are not much better off with it than we 
would be without it. 
 “We are asking comparatively little of the govern-
ment - nothing like what was granted to the 



Western states when the building of railroads was 
subsidized by land and money grants.   
 “We feel that a million dollars a year spent on the 
Alaskan road is a small outlay in comparison with 
the tremendous wealth that has flowed into the 
United States, a section of the country which is 
being treated as a stepchild.” 

Diary 40, 1931 
April 18 

-18th - 
A “fool friend” can sometimes do one more harm 
than an enemy - and the foregoing interview is 
ample proof of that statement.  I was very careful to 
say to the reporter that talked to me that I did not 
want to criticize any one etc. and not to print any 
thing until I saw & approved it.  He paid no 
attention to my request, but printed what I did not 
say, to make a good story for his paper, without 
regard to its effect on my affairs, or Alaska. Of 
course, I cannot do or say anything - but I can be 
more careful hereafter! 

Diary 40, 1931 
April 18 

-18th continued. 
I am just now in receipt of a letter signed by 
“Robert Frothingham, Publicist - Writer - Lecturer - 
Big Game Hunting and the Great Outdoors” - for 
Mountain Road, Mayfield, N.Y. abusing me 
vigorously for my testimony in the Lomen Reindeer 
hearings.  In the same mail I received clippings 
from newspapers, Olympia Wash. saying that C.L. 
Brown, Washington Supt. of Securities has given 
the Lomen Co ten days time to show why its right 
to sell securities in Wash. should not be 
permanently revoked! - for fraud.  I shall not be 
surprised to hear that worse may befall the agents 
of that concern - if the purchasers for stock make 
complaint. 

Diary 40, 1931 
April 19-20 

-19th – 
Mr. & Mrs. Chalmers invited Grace & me to take a 
ride with them through the park around the tidal 
basin to look at the Cherry blossoms.  They took 
Grace and some other ladies at our hotel through 
the Rock Creek Park & & the Soldiers Home this 
afternoon.  I spent my time in the office writing a 
chapter for my Old Yukon Trails - a new chapter, 
for I intend to rearrange that Ms. & look for a 
publisher later! 

-20th - 
Same as usual - much mail.  Delivered letter about 
additional ground for Juneau Capitol to Asst. Treas 
Heath. Dr. Smith, Geol. Sur. promised to give Dave 
Flannigan, Anchorage, job on surveys & 
prospecting along Govt. Railroad. 

Diary 40, 1931 
April 21 

-21st - 
Recd. from Chas. E. Taylor, Fairbanks from 
Gustafson Mining Co. the sum of $2000. in full for 
my interests in quartz claims on Goessman Hill - 
on summit above Cleary Creek. 
Have just completed reading “Lincoln & his 
Cabinet!” & “Lincoln, the Politician” Am now 
reading “Peter the Great” by Voltaire. 
Tonight I came down the main stairway in the 
Library of Congress I fell and hurt myself - fell on 
my left hand and it pains me very much but I did 
not break any bones. 
Grace and I are invited to a luncheon by ”Mrs. Dan 
Sutherland informally to meet Mrs. Mary Lee Davis, 
author of “Uncle Sam’s Attic”, & the Great Bears 
Cub, two very interesting Alaska books. 

Diary 40, 1931 
April 22 

-22- 
Under date of March 27, Mr. Edw. T. Ness, cashier 
of the National Bank of Tacoma wrote me a letter 
advising me that there was the balance of a 
deposit in that bank to my credit which had been 
there for years.  Thinking it was a small sum of a 
dollar or so I wrote him inviting him to send me a 
check and the amount so I could draw it and thus 
clear his books.  Today I received a check - blank - 
with the information that the amount was $1811.34 
and that it had been there, dormant, since Jany 20, 
1916!  I drew a check for the amount & forwarded it 
today - I had entirely forgotten it - it was evidently 
an amount deposited in connection with clearing 
my Puyallup farm! 

Diary 40, 1931 
April 23 

-23rd - 
Wrote a letter today to Senator Wolcott, Ch. 
Senate Com. on Wildlife Resources, who will to go 
Alaska in June or July, asking him to give the 
trappers, fur trades and fur farmers in Alaska a 
hearing while he is there with the  view of aiding 
them to secure better rules & regulations in relation 
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to their fur trade, etc.  I intent to send copies of the 
Alaska newspapers, etc. for publication so the fur 
men in Alaska will have notice of his arrival & the 
purpose of his trip. 
Bought a new spring overcoat, hat, & shoes - will 
go to Atlantic City on Monday 27, to attend 
meetings of U.S. Chamber of Commerce as 
representative of Alaska business association. 

Diary 40, 1931 
April 24 

-24th - 
Had lunch today with Mrs. Sutherland - she had 
Mary Lee Davis (the author of Uncle Sams Attic 
etc.) and Mrs.                                  Grace and I.  
We had a nice lunch & a better visit.  Mrs. Davis 
tells me her books are to be introduced in the 
schools in Alaska.  The only objection I see to that 
is her unfortunate story about the purchase of 
Alaska - the unfounded statement that most of the 
money was actually paid for a bribe to Russia for 
sending her fleet to New York & San Francisco as 
a threat to England - taken from Franklin K. Lanes 
Letters - that story is historically untrue - without a 
single fact to support it. 

Diary 40, 1931 
April 24-26 

-24 continued – 
Grace & I took dinner with Mrs. Hatcher this 
evening & she then accompanied us to Sargrants 
lecture & pictures about Alaska, at the Auditorium 
in Dept. of Interior. 

-25- 
Dan Sutherland returned to Washington last night - 
came to office this morning.  He accompanied his 
sister to France, Germany, England & Scotland 
and says he had an interesting trip. 

-26- 
Sunday - Spent the day in the office examining my 
old diaries of 1900 - & 1901, making notes etc.  
Will go to Atlantic city tomorrow. 

Diary 40, 1931 
April 27-28 

-27- 
Will go to Atlantic City at 1. am.  Sawyer will go on 
the same train. 
Admiral Coontz, & Mr. & Mrs. Sawyer were on the 
train going to Atlantic City. Arrived there at 6:30 & 
got a room at the Shelburne Hotel. 

-28th - 
Attended meeting of Councilors of the U.S. 

Chamber of Commerce at the Traymore & dinner - 
luncheon - with the officials.  Attended meetings in 
afternoon for election of trustees - met Samuel A. 
Perkins of Tacoma - was glad to see him.  Went to 
theater - movie - saw Norma Shearer & other fill-
ins.  I do not feel repaid for my trip - without we get 
a resolution in favor of International Highway. 

Diary 40, 1931 
April 28-29 

28 
Met Mr. Eric A. Johnson, president of the Spokane 
Cham. of Com.  He is on the committee on 
Resolutions & I got him interested in the Int. Hy. 
resolution & he promised to do all he could for it. 

-29th - 
Attended some general & conference session 
today.  The Conference session on what is fair 
competition in transportation in the Belvedere 
Room Traymore Hotel, was interesting.  It included 
the transportation questions - R.R. v Bus Lines & 
Inland waters & was a fight from the start to the 
end. 
Ivan Brown, Minneapolis, Min. read an excellent 
paper - which contains data that I need in my 
defense of the Alaska Railroad.  The general 
session both in the morning & evening sessions 

Diary 40, 1931 
April 29-30 

29 
brought out some excellent papers - all of which 
will be printed in the final Report of the Chamber of 
Commerce, U.S. and are worth reading again. 
One lesson I get from attending this meeting, is the 
idea that Alaska needs somebody just like it.  We 
Alaskans are not “Alaska minded.”  We need to 
have more & wider loyalty to Alaska, - we are now 
too local in our thoughts and interests. 

-30th - 
At the General Session of the C. of C. U.S. we got 
Jack Underwood, of Seattle, Col. Griggs, of 
Tacoma, Seattle, Spokane & other Pacific coast 
towns together & organized to support the 
resolution favoring an automobile road from Puget 
Sound across British Columbia & Yukon Ter. to 
Alaska. 
We are properly organized & have friends on the 
Com. on Resolutions. 
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May 1 

- May 1st - 
We cannot get any word from the Co. on 
Resolutions, but think they are favorable.  I hope to 
get home tonight, but to do so must miss the 
Annual Dinner – Later, The Com. on Resolutions 
read their report after 3 oclock & gave us all we 
wanted, as follows “International Highways.  
Substantial progress is recorded in the 
development of an international highway south 
from the United States, which has been endorsed 
in principle by the National Chamber.  More 
recently definite steps have been taken looking to 
the extension of the highway northward to Alaska 
and commissions of the United States and Canada 
are now making a 

Diary 40, 1931 
May 1 

1 
preliminary study of the proposal.  The Chamber 
urges early completion of the necessary 
engineering and economic studies and favorable 
consideration of the results thereof.” 
The chairman moved the adoption of this report.  I 
seconded & it passed without a dissenting word or 
vote! 
I determined to go home & left on the 4:55 
Pennsylvania Ry. Train. 
Ivan Gardner, of the Los Angeles Chamber of 
Commerce, Jack Underwood of the Seattle Times, 
Herbert H. Rice & E. W. Sawyer, both members of 
the Am. Commission on this Highway.  Eric A. 
Johnson, of Spokane Chamber of Commerce, 
Sylvester Wearn, of Los Angeles, Col. Griggs & 
others of Tacoma – all 
 
[Dinner Ticket] 

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE OF THE UNITED 
STATES 

ANNUAL MEETING DINNER 
Traymore Hotel 

American Dining Room 
Friday, May 1, 1931 at 7:00 P.M. 

Charge Per Plate $6.00 
Diary 40, 1931 
May 1-2 

1 
these and others aided us.  In fact there was no 
opposition expressed by any one. -it just needed 

talking about! 
 While I was waiting for the Washington division 
of my train at Phila, I remembered that I had left my 
new tan $10.00 shoes under the bed in the Atlantic 
City hotel!  Telegraphed for them from Washington. 
My old Tacoma client & friend Seml. A. Perkins, 
was at Atlantic City - said he would call at my office 
in Washington next week. 

-2nd - 
Home last night at 11 oclock. 
Recd. check from the National Bank of Tacoma for 
$1811.43 in payment for a dormant account which 
has lain there since Jan. 1, 1916!! forgotten 
My “forgetting” is good! 

Diary 40, 1931 
May 2 

2 
Poor Morrisey drank too much bad whiskey.  He 
wanted “Freedom” - & got it out of bootleg bottles. 
The papers also say that the Legislature in Alaska 
passed an Act repealing the Alaska “Bone Dry” 
law, and that the Governor has approved it.  Really 
what happened, I think, is that the Legislature 
limited its repeal by a clause asking Congress to 
validate their action!  My personal judgment is that 
the Act ought to be repealed since Congress 
passed the National Prohibition law subsequent to 
the passage of the Bone Dry law - & much of the 
latter was repealed by the National Act - & the rest 
ought to he repealed! 

Diary 40, 1931 
May 2-3 

2 
Before I left for Atlantic City yesterday I sent night 
letter containing the exact copy of the Resolution 
adopted by the U.S. Chamber of Commerce in 
support of the International Highway to Major 
Malcolm Elliott, Juneau, and to the Fairbanks 
News-Miner. 

-3rd - 
Sunday.  We are informed by the newspaper that 
the Alaska Legislature passed some sort of Act, 
approved by Gov. Parks, providing for the repeal of 
the Alaska Bone Dry (prohibition) law - probably 
instructing me to introduce a bill in Congress to 
secure a repeal.  My present impulse is to 
introduce the bill in Congress for that purpose! 



Alaska State Library – Historical Collections                                                                                                                    Diary of James Wickersham  
MS 107 BOX 6  DIARY 40                                                                                                                                                      May 16, 1930- through December 31, 1931 

Diary 40, 1931 
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3 
Will Steel had breakfast this morning with my friend 
Mrs. Hatcher who is now employed as a 
confidential clerk in the Republican National 
Committee. 
She told Will that she had given a copy of my 
platform used in Alaska at the last election to the 
man in charge of the Republican Headquarters, but 
that he said I had treated Lathrop badly & had tried 
to secure my own appointment as Nat. 
Committeeman from Alaska at the Kansas City 
Convention, etc.  Of course there is no truth in that, 
but I intend, now, to go to the Committee & show 
them the record & how I did all that I could to get 
Lathrop appointed & show why he was not so 
appointed - it seems a good chance to put myself 
in good with that Committee! 

Diary 40, 1931 
May 4 

-4th - 
Recd. & deposited the sum of $1811.43 which the 
National Bank of Tacoma held since Jany. 1, 1916 
which I had forgotten was on deposit anywhere. 
Busy with correspondence: Called on Dr. A. 
Hedlicka, National Museum, who starts on another 
trip to Alaska next week, and wished him a 
pleasant and interesting trip.  He said he intended 
to confine his summers work to examining the 
various passes through the mountains on the 
Alaska Peninsula - from Bristol Bay to Shelikof 
Strait - he thinks the first Americans came from 
Asia through these routes - I think they came up 
the old unglaciated Yukon basin route - & by sea. 

Diary 40, 1931 
May 5-6 

-5th – 
Called at the Republican National Committee 
rooms - saw Mrs. Hatcher & she introduced me to 
Mr. Donald, the financial man who was with the 
Harding party in Alaska, some years ago, and 
made him understand that I was anxious to secure 
harmony in Republican circles with Hoover 
Administration here and in Alaska.  He was entirely 
friendly and suggested I call on President Hoover - 
Also met Mr. Lucas, in charge -friendly. 

-6th - 
Called had a long and friendly talk with Henry 
O’Malley U.S. Com. of Fisheries today.  He 

expressed an intention to assist the fishermen of 
Bristol Bay - insists on my calling on the President 
& saying just what I did to him - friendly 
cooperation. 

Diary 40, 1931 
May 7 

-7th - 
Will go with Grace & the Chamber of Commerce 
crowd to a reception by the President & Mrs. 
Hoover at 5 oclock & to the Chamber of Commerce 
Banquet at 730.  We went to both - the Reception 
was cool - but the White House and ground were 
beautiful - we visited the various rooms in the 
White House - the yards etc. and heard the Marine 
Band play & Grace was happy.  The banquet of the 
International Chamber of Commerce held in the 
Washington Auditorium was a beautiful function: 
Beautifully dressed women - fine looking men - 
flowers, music, speeches - it was a splendid affair 
from every standpoint. 

Diary 40, 1931 
May 8 

-8th – 
Woke up in the night with a frightful cold & cough - 
my lungs seemed sealed - but Grace sent for Dr. 
Conlon who came, gave me the once over - and a 
prescription - then said it was only a cold in the 
bronchial tubes & left.  Grace telephoned Dr. 
Fadeley, who sent Dr. Conlon & told him not to lot 
me die until he had performed the operation for the 
removal of my prostate gland!  Remained in bed all 
day - taking Conlons medicine & still live - waiting 
for Dr. Fadeley!  Had arranged for Grace to go over 
to Annapolis today with Will Steel & his mother - 
but she would not go & leave me sick - so she lost 
that visit. 

Diary 40, 1931 
May 9-11 

-9th – 
Still wobbly today, but in the office. 
Answering correspondence. 

-10th – 
Sunday - a day of  rest. 

-11th - 
Called up Lawrence Ritchie, secretary to President 
Hoover & got a date to see him tomorrow at 1045 
a.m. with the view of bringing about friendly 
relations between myself and the Administration.  I 
will take along my platform, etc. for him to examine 
for I want to convince him, and get his support in 



satisfying the President.  I will call & pay my 
respects to the President soon, with the same end 
in view. 

Diary 40, 1931 
May 12 

-12th - 
Went to White House and had a satisfactory talk 
with Lawrence Ritchie, the President’s private 
secretary about my standing as an administration 
supporter.  I gave him a copy of the telegram Dr. 
Chase and I sent to Lathrop inviting him to go with 
us to Kansas City convention & Lathrops 
answering telegram promising to do so; copy of my 
Platform of Jan. 1930 showing my pledge to 
support Hoover administration; copy of my letter to 
Lathrop dated 
of July 17, 1930 urging Lathrop to assist me in 
organizing the Republican party in support of 
Hoover etc. and Lathrops telegram of Aug. 7, 
promising to do so, also copy of the Republican 
Divisional (1st ) where 

Diary 40, 1931 
May 12 

12 
I secured all the Republican nominees to sign a 
pledge to support Hoover’s administration etc.  All 
these papers showed my active efforts to get the 
Republicans in Alaska to unite - to quit factional 
quarrels & support the Hoover administration in all 
fair Alaska efforts.  Richey promised to read & 
understand the matter & to present the result to 
President Hoover.  I assured him that I intended to 
work with and not against the Hoover 
administration etc.  He was frankly friendly & 
assured me of fair treatment by Hoover, etc. 
I told him I would like to call on the President & pay 
my respects - he said he would arrange it soon - I 
think as soon as he & the President talk the matter 
over - may be with O’Malley. 

Diary 40, 1931 
May 13-15 

-13th – 
All working on correspondence. 

-14th – 
Same as yesterday.  Jack Underwood, reporter 
called - we talked Alaska etc. but not for 
publication. 
Grace is playing bridge today at the Shoreham 
Hotel tournament. 
Wrote nice long letter to Darrell. 

-15th - 
Same as usual - but I’ve been troubled with a 
severe cold - bronchial - for 10 days.  Grace & Mrs. 
Steel do not seem to care for the Bridge 
Tournament as much as they anticipated.  Dr. 
Fadeley wants a months salary to do the prostate 
operation.  May be he will be more reasonable. 

Diary 40, 1931 
May 16-18 

-16th – 
Same as usual - except I am now getting letters 
from the Postmaster General asking my advice 
about appointments of postmasters!  Evidently they 
are recognizing that I am a trustworthy republican, 
and intend to give me something to say about 
appointments. 

-17th – 
In the office all afternoon.  Have had a severe cold 
for 10 days but it seems to be gradually wearing 
away - have had a bad cough. 

-18th - 
Same as usual in office.  Have finished reading 
“Ten Thousand Miles with a Dog Sled,” by Hudson 
Stuck. 

Diary 40, 1931 
May 19-20 

-19th – 
My friend Fred. McFarland, whom I knew in 
Fairbanks years ago is now manager of the Regal 
Shoe Store here in Washington - called today & we 
spent an hour in talking about the early days in 
Alaska.  He tells me that Dr. Cassels, also a 
Fairbanks friend is a resident in Washington.  
Grace & Will Steel are busy sending out to Alaskan 
readers a mass of public documentary pamphlets - 
all relating to Alaska, geology etc. 

-20th - 
Busy with letters & also matters from the P.O. 
Dept. about post offices in Alaska.  Cannot yet tell 
whether it means recognition or not. 

Diary 40, 1931 
May 21 

-21- 
Recd. letter in my mail - addressed to me on the 
envelope, but its a letter to Gov. Parks from the 
P.M. Genl. asking him to pass on a postmaster - 
whether he should be appointed or not!  which 
shows that the P.M. Gen. is playing “double 
headers.”  Am busy with a dozen letters about post 
offices, candidates, etc.  I have so far only 
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regretted one appointment - Mrs. Meals at Valdez!  
I do this because the petitions, letter etc. from there 
seem to indicate that she is the choice of the 
people there.  I do not make it too strong - for I do 
not yet know just what the Department intends to 
do.  I was careful! 

Diary 40, 1931 
May 22 

-22- 
Today Martin, Special Asst. of the P.M. Gen. called 
up & said that Gov. Parks, Capt. Lathrop and 
“Tony” (A.J. Diamond had endorsed Robbins for 
postmaster at Valdez, etc.  I called & saw the 
record. “Donohoe & Dimond” signed Mrs. Meals 
petition, but Tony had a strong telegram on file in 
favor of Robbins! do. Cap. Lathrop. 
I am to go back the first of the week and talk to the 
P.M. General about it. 
Made an agreement with Dr. Fadeley surgeon to 
perform an operation to remove my prostatic gland 
for the sum of four hundred dollars - for the 
operation & attention - but not the hospital fees. 

Diary 40, 1931 
May 22-23 

-22 continued – 
Mr. David Adler, from Fairbanks, came in 
yesterday to call on me. He has been attending the 
National Ex. Com. of the American Legion, at 
Indianapolis & is on his way to see his parents in 
N.Y. 
This forenoon Will Steel escorted him to the White 
House, & got him a ticket to see the rooms etc. etc. 
and an offer to see the President on Monday - but 
he must go to N.Y. Sunday. 

-23- 
Nothing unusual in the office.  Steel getting off his 
regular weekly news items to the Alaska papers.  
Grace bought a new dress & attended a luncheon 
of the Ladies Political Study Club at the Mayflower 
Hotel! 

Diary 40, 1931 
May 24-25 

-24th – 
Sunday - in the office writing. 
Reading Life of Peter the Great. 

-25th - 
Same - many Alaska letters coming in. 
The Juneau Chamber of Commerce on May 13 - in 
Empire of 14th ordered its Sec. to write a “strong 
letter” of protest to Secretary of Interior Wilbur 

against his public statement “advising young men 
in the states desiring to better themselves to come 
to Alaska,”  What a fool thing to do!  Am told 
Secretary Wilbur resents their action, & I dont 
blame him - I supposed we wanted 
young men to come to Alaska & I certainly intend 
to continue to invite them to come!! 

Diary 40, 1931 
May 26 

-26th - 
Called on Atty (Asst) Genl Session & had a long 
talk with him about conditions in Dept. of Justice - 
appointments, etc. there.  He told me Pros. Atty 
Hart at Nome would resign July 31, - but would not 
commit himself as to his successor.  I am 
impressed that he is opposed to reappointment of 
Judge Clegg at Fairbanks, & in favor of 
reappointment of Harvey Sullivan as U.S. Marshal 
at Valdez.  He seemed to be inclined to offer Harts 
place at Nome to LeRoy Sullivan and not to 
Charley Taylor!  He is tarred with the same natural 
prejudice against Dan & myself that the rest are - 
may be this can finally be rubbed off but I doubt it, 
for Session is very self conceited! 

Diary 40, 1931 
May 27-28 

-27th – 
Recd. data from the Interstate Commerce Com. in 
relation to rates on Alaska Railroad, but its Bacon-
Shakespeare cypher to me, and I must go down 
there & get them translated to me - in plain English. 
Am getting data for defending the Alaska Railroad 
from the Howell Committee! 

-28th - 
I am studying the history of the Union & Central 
Pacific Railroads, for it is quite probable that the 
Alaska Railroad will have to go through more or 
less of troublous times & I want to know how the 
eastern Government Railroads did it! 
Douglas Gray, Midshipman from Douglas, Alaska, 
graduates next week & his mother is in Annapolis 
etc. - I want Grace to see that she is entertained, 
etc. 

Diary 40, 1931 
May 29-30 

-29th – 
Interview with Sawyer, told him the ”Labor” 
interview was not a correct statement of my 
intentions, but that I did not think it best to attempt 
any correction - but let stand & just forget it etc. 



-30th - 
Decoration Day.  Great display of airplanes along 
the Potomac -- some 700 planes, in promotions, 
mimic battles, etc.  It was a very strange & 
interesting scene to me.  Hot weather is 
descending on us.  Have just concluded reading 
“The Union Pacific Railway,” by Davis, and “The 
Story of the Western Railroads, “ by Riegel.  The 
first is a very interesting book. 

Diary 40, 1931 
May 31- 
June 1 

May 31, 1931 
Sunday - not so hot as yesterday 
I have about arranged to go with Grace to 
Commencement Exercises at Annapolis Naval 
School on Wednesday - remain for the ball & 
Exercises on Thursday.  I want Grace to see this 
function - Hugh Douglas Gray, is the Alaska 
graduate - its mother & father are there 
to see the 

-June 1st. - 
Busy in office:  Called & had conference with 
O’Malley, Com. Fisheries Bureau about fishing by 
Bradfords Co-op, Co of Alaskans at Bristol Bay. 
He is friendly & prepared form of telegram which I 
sent to them tonight by telegraph 

Diary 40, 1931 
June 2 

-June 2 - 
Beautiful day of sunshine. 
Conrad Seim, an old Nome pioneer died 3 days 
ago.  He left a letter to Dan Sutherland asking that 
his body be cremated & his ashes be scattered 
from the new Arlington Bridge, upon the waters of 
the Potomac to drift out to Sea. 
Mrs. Sutherland has had charge of his money - 
some $200. and also of his cremation and funeral.  
Dan is in New England - so she has taken charge 
of the ceremony. 
 We drove out to the new Arlington bridge in front 
of the Lincoln Temple - it was not opened - the 
approaches were unfinished, but arrangement had 
been made to let us on the bridge - & even our 

Diary 40, 1931 
June 2 

2 
2 automobiles got on the unsurfaced bridge.  It was 
a gorgeous June midday - planes flying overhead - 
speed boats in the river.  I made a short address in
memory of Conrad Siem, Nome. pioneer                    

cast his ashes into the river over the south side 
granite balustrade, and they floated down the 
Potomac toward the sea – that was all. 
This afternoon statues of Jefferson Davis, 
President of the Southern Confederacy and 
Senator George, both of Mississippi were set up in 
Statuary Hall, with appropriate exercises.  Grace 
and Will Steel attended, but I did not. 
Prejudice of my early days kept me away - I cannot 
forget the boys of 1862 who were killed in the War. 

Diary 40, 1931 
June 3 

-June 3rd - 
Wash. Post, June 3, 1931 
 
[clipping] 

Ashes of Capt. Siem, Friend 
Of Alaska, Carried to Sea 

 The ashes of Capt. Conrad Diem, who died 
Saturday yesterday were scattered on the waters 
of the Potomac from the new Arlington Memorial 
Bridge.  The ceremony was witnessed by only a 
few friends of the man who 
did so much for Alaska. 
 Capt. Siem, born in Hamburg, Germany, came to 
the United States more than 40 years ago. He 
located first as a representative of a German 
trading company at Point Barrow, Alaska, and soon 
after became a naturalized American citizen. 
 Judge James Wickersham, the delegate from 
Alaska, yesterday paid tribute in telling of efforts of 
Capt. Siem to aid natives of Alaska, whose source 
of living was largely crippled through wholesale 
destruction 
of the whales, walruses and seals upon which the 
Aleuts largely depended for the sustenance in the 
past. 
 Judge Wickersham told of Capt. Siem’s plans in 
1890 for transplanting domestic reindeer from 
Siberia to Alaska, which resulted in his being 
commissioned by the United States Government to 
purchase these animals across the Bering Sea and 
to land them in Alaska.  More than 130 head were 
landed under this contract in 1899, forming the first 
herd on the Western American continent, which 
has since been of great value to natives as well as 
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other Americans. 
 In 1913 Capt. Siem came here in the interest of 
the Territory and later succeeded in interesting Sir 
Charles Tupper, Canadian premier, in a plan to 
relieve the meat situation in the Dominion through 
the propagation of herds of reindeer in the North-
west Territory. 
 Capt. Siem was unsuccessful in securing the aid 
which he sought from Congress.  He had resided 
here for nearly eighteen years. Two years ago he 
was stricken with a disease which proved fatal last 
week. 
 
Grace & I going to Annapolis at 1:30 p.m. to see 
the Midshipman Ball & graduation. 
We met the Felix Gray family at Mr. Mrs. Hydes 
home & remained there all night.  Attended the Ball 
given to the Graduating Class of the Naval 
Academy of which Hugh Douglas Gray, of 
Douglas, Alaska, is a member - it 

Diary 40, 1931 
June 3-4 

3 
held in Dahlgren Hall – and more than 10,000 
people attended.  The graduating class numbered 
more than 400, but only about 365 will remain in 
the service.  It was a spectacular affair - beautiful - 
more than 1000 beautiful girls and happy boys 
dances & flirted. 

-4th - 
We attended the exercises today at the delivery of 
the commissions to the graduating class at the 
Naval Academy  10,000 people cheered as they 
were handed out by the Sec. of the Navy.  Grace & 
I then came home - the grays promised to come 
over next wee & pay us a visit - The Herald 

Diary 40, 1931 
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5 
gave the Siem ceremony the side notice - by Arthur 
Brisbane, and also the following item about our trip 
to Annapolis: 
 
[clipping] 

Today 
 Conrad Siem, an Alaska pioneer of long ago, 
dead at the age of 71, has traveled out into 
unknown regions in accordance with his own plan.  

He told Dan Sutherland, Alaska’s Delegate in 
Congress, that he wanted to be burned and his 
ashes “thrown from the Arlington Bridge on the 
Potomac River to drift down the river to the sea.” 
 As you read, the ashes are drifting, or settling on 
the bottom of the Potomac mud. 
 Where is the “featherless biped,” formerly called 
“Conrad Siem”? 
 That’s the important question.  Has he also gone 
on floating down the river of time out into the sea of 
eternity?  Or will he come back to be a “pioneer 
and philosopher” once more? 
 That is the only question that is really important 
to all of us, and is the one question we cannot 
answer. 
 
[clipping] 
 Delegate and Mrs. James Wickersham from 
Alaska went to Annapolis today and tonight will 
attend the farewell ball to be given to the class of 
1931 by the class of 1932, at the United States 
Naval Academy.  Tomorrow afternoon they will 
attend the graduating exercises, at which 
Midshipman Hugh Douglas Gray of Douglas, 
Alaska, will receive his diploma.  His parents, Mr. 
and Mrs. Douglas Gray, came from Alaska to 
witness the graduating exercises. 
 
[photograph of Wickershams and Grays standing 
on lawn] 
 
to go into the hospital next week for operation. 

6th  
In the office - nothing doing 

-7th – 
Sunday – Reading. 

-8th - 
Our friends the Felix Grays from Douglas, Alaska & 
Annapolis, Md. 

Diary 40, 1931 
June 8 

8 
visited us this afternoon. 
We - Grace, Steel & I, conducted them through the 
Congressional Library, the Capitol & to dinner out 
at the new Shoreham Hotel - to hear the Marine 



Band music in front of the Capitol & to the theater!  
They seemed to enjoy the sights.  I also made 
arrangement with Felix to organize the 
Revolutionary descendants and present the bust of 
George Washington, to be provided by 
the Bi-Centennial Expo. officials, to the Governor of 
Alaska, for the Territory. They will go west in the 
morning in their own automobile, visiting their 
relatives in Missouri, en route. 

Diary 40, 1931 
June 9 

-9th - 
Wash. Times June 9, 1931 
[clipping]  
 

LINDY ASKED  
TO TRY NEW  

ROUTE 
Alaskans Propose Trail With 
But 56 miles of Water; May 
Be Futue Course to Orient 

 Col. Charles A. Lindbergh and his wife today 
were asked to blaze a new trail - a trail to be 
followed by commercial aviation between the 
United States and Asia - in their proposed flight 
from New York to Peiping, China. 
 The request was made by James Wickersham, 
delegate in Congress from Alaska, who transmitted 
to Lindbergh maps of the route which, he says, 
aviation experts in Alaska believe will be the future 
airway to Asia. 

56-Mile Water Jump 
 This route, which would take the Lindbergh’s 
from New York to Hazelton, British Columbia; 
Fairbanks and Nome, Alaska, and into Siberia, can 
be made with an over-water jump of but 56 miles. 
 Wickersham said: 
 “The Great Circle route would take Colonel 
Lindbergh across the heart of Alaska, over 56 
miles of the upper end of the Bering Sea and into 
Kamchatka, in Siberia, and thence south to China 
and Japan.  He could follow the Russian Railway 
route into Europe. 
 “The Army ‘round the-world flyers went up the 
Alaskan coast and across the Aleutian Islands to 
Japan. 

Is Safe Route 
 “Aviation experts in Alaska believe the former will 
be the airway of the future to Asia.  The course is 
over great basins.  There are no glaciers, no water 
except for the short jump over the Bering Sea.  The 
land is for the most part level and landings can be 
made easily. 
 “There are fewer storms than along the Aleutian 
Island route.  Being the Great Circle route, it is 
shorter.” 
 
A fine young newspaper man came into the offices 
yesterday to talk Alaska and I explained the 
aviation value of Alaska to him & he interviewed 
me on Lindbergh’s proposed flight to the Orient.  At 
his suggestion wrote a letter to Lindbergh & sent 
him a map of the Great Circle Route - I have no 
doubt Lindberg has the map & knows far more than 
I do about that route, but I could not resist the idea 
of urging him to the Alaska idea. 

Diary 40, 1931 
June 10 

-10th - 
Called on Postmaster General W.F. Brown and 
talked about postoffice appointments etc. in 
Alaska.  He was entirely friendly & I think will finally 
turn P.O. appointments etc. over to me - that is, of 
course, the usual rule, but Sutherland was in such 
a bitter personal quarrel with Hoover that he was 
not allowed to have any thing to say about these or 
any other appointments - so I am having to make 
my way back by convincing them I was & am a 
supporter & friend of the Hoover administration.  
Neal, Post Office inspector including Alaska, came 
in to talk to me about these matters - both Brown & 
Neal advise me to call on the President & convince 
him of my friendly disposition. 

Diary 40, 1931 
June 10-11 

-10th – continued 
Grace & I went in a taxi out to 416 0. St. and called 
on an old Negro woman the mother of young Hill, 
the Elevator boy in the Capitol at Juneau!  We - or 
rather I promised him before I left Juneau that I 
would call & tell her that he was well & had a good 
job.  Grace took her a photograph - a postal card 
photo – of the building.  She was delighted to hear 
about him & his job. 
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-11th - 
As usual in the office.  Grace is very much 
interested in gathering facts about her ancestors - 
the Vrooman family of Schoharie, New York.  See 
Simms, Schoharie Country, N.Y. where she finds 
the family rooted. 

Diary 40, 1931 
June 12-13 

-12th – 
Grace attended dinner at some political function at 
the invitation of Mrs. Harriman & other ladies at 
Chevy Chase.  Dr Fadeley today advised me to go 
to the Providence Hospital Monday & prepare for 
an operation for removal of my prostate gland early 
next week.  Says it will grow worse & better have 
the operation now while I am in the best condition 
to stand the shock. 

-13th - 
Grace & I went over to Providence Hospital this 
morning and chose a room for my lying in next 
week.  I have caught up with the office work and 
can go without leaving business 
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June 13-14 

13 
in arrears.  Wrote a letter to Irving Berlin asking 
him to write a song for Alaska - suggested as guide 
“The Sidewalks of New York,” - but anyway a 
patriotic Alaska song.  He probably will say 
“Another Crank” & throw it in the waste basket - but 
no harm done if the does - & he might be pleased 
with the idea and write it, and then I would also be 
pleased. 

-14th – 
Sunday.  Recd. letter from Heath Asst. Sec. Treas. 
refusing to purchase block 8 Juneau, for increasing 
site of Capitol:  I am getting ready to go to the 
hospital tomorrow for Prostatic operation. 

Diary 40, 1931 
June 15-16 

June 15-1931. 
[Grace Wickersham writing entries] 
The Judge went to Providence Hospital this 
morning. 
June 16. 
According to the Judge’s statement I guess the 
doctors and nurses have given him all the tests 
they know of in preparation for his operation 
tomorrow. 
He’s quite week & subdued after such a general 

overhauling.  The doctor says he is in good 

Diary 40, 1931 
June 16-17 

June 16, 1931. 
condition. 
June 17. 
Saw the Judge tonight after his operation.  He 
seemed in good spirits and talked to me about the 
operation - that is of being conscious of what was 
going on but of feeling no pain.  The doctor says he 
came out of it very well. Two large tumors were 
removed.  I hope he will recover without any 
setback.  Wrote to Darrell explaining fully.  He has 
two private nurses. 

Diary 40, 1931 
June  

June 18, 1931. 
They are keeping the Judge pretty well under the 
influence of hypodermics today.  He was asleep 
both times I called. 
June 19. 
Condition same as yesterday.  When he was 
awake he talked rather flighty. 
June 20. 
Had a bad day.  Called for the police when the day 
nurse attempted to 
keep him in bed.  As usual he wants to have his 
own way. 
June 21 
The night nurse decided it was better to humor the 
patient rather than have 

Diary 40, 1931 
June 21-25 

June 21, 1931 
a fight with him and perhaps cause him serious 
injury.  As a result he got up & walked to the 
bathroom - four days after a major operation. 
June 22. 
No serious results from yesterday’s walk. 
June 23. 
Is quite restless but has had no hypos for two days 
and naturally feels the effects of the operation.  
Have written Darrell nearly every day. 
June 24. 
Just one week since his operation.  Is beginning to 
appear a little rational when I talk to him. 
June 25. 
Continues to im- 



Diary 40, 1931 
June 25-28 

June 25, 1931 
prove.  The doctor seems to think he’s in a very 
good condition. 
June 26 - 
Took the Judge some orange ice tonight.  He 
seemed to enjoy it.  It is very hot but the hospital 
room is rather cool. 
June 27- 
Seemed to have a little fever today.  The nurse 
gave him an icebag for his head.  The weather is 
very hot. 
June 28 - 
Still running quite a temperature.  The doctor says 
it is due to a little local irritation which is very liable 
to 

Diary 40, 1931 
June 28- 
July 2 

June 28 
occur in these cases. 
June 29, 1931 
Still using icebags and keeping still in bed. 
June 30. 
Seems to be getting back to normal. 
June 31. 
Not much change.  The weather is unbearable but 
the Judge doesn’t seem to mind it at all. 
July 1. 
The two nurses - Miss Smith - the night nurse and 
Miss Humphreys - the day nurse are both excellent 
and take such good care of the Judge.  They say 
he is getting along “just fine.” 
July 2. 
Fever gradually going down but the Judge will 
spend the 4th in bed 

Diary 40, 1931 
July 2-7 

July 2, 1931 
this year 
July 3 
Still taking it easy.  Pretty hard for the Judge who 
thinks there’s nothing wrong with him now & want 
to get up. 
July 4 
The glorious fourth was rather quiet. No fireworks 
at the hospital.  The Judge is quite amenable to 
reason now & stays quietly in bed. 
July 5- 
Fever gradually leaving. 

July 6- 
Temperature about normal.  Sat up awhile today. 
July 7- 
Wants to walk but 

Diary 40, 1931 
July 7-11 

July 7, 1931 
as usual is never willing to do anything in a 
reasonable amount. Wants to walk all the time just 
because he can walk. 
July 8 - 
“Exercise in moderation” - is the doctor’s orders. 
July 9 - 
Sitting up enjoying attention of the day nurse. 
July 10 - 
Begins to want ham & eggs for breakfast.  Still on a 
diet. 
July 11. 
Was given some bacon & eggs for breakfast.  
Seems to have a good appetite. Begins to clamor 
about going  

Diary 40, 1931 
July 11-15 

July 11, 1931 
home. 
July 12.  
Steady improvement. 
July 13. 
Thinks he’s entirely well. 
July 14. 
Will has been over to see the Judge several times.  
Says he notices a marked improvement.  The 
judge is interested in everything going on in the 
office and wants to talk things over.  Was quite 
upset over the account of his friend, Bob Lavery’s 
death. 
July 15. 
Four weeks 

Diary 40, 1931 
July 15-16 

July 15, 1931 
today since his operation. I hope he’ll be able to go 
home soon. However he gets such good care here 
that I want him to stay a little longer. 
July 16, 1931. 
We let the day nurse go but kept the night nurse. 
I feel more comfortable to know someone is 
looking after him at night.  I believe the doctor 
expects him to go home soon.  I hope he’s right. 
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Diary 40, 1931 
July 18-21 

July 17. 
Just marking time. 
July 18. 
Took him for a ride down the corridor.  Says he 
could walk all right but I’m still afraid of too much 
exercise. 
July 19. 
Was up on the roof tonight.  It was lovely.  
Magnificent view. 
July 20. 
Planning to go home this week. 
July 21. 
Wound almost healed.  Nurse says it looks “good.”  
It looked terrible to me. 

Diary 40, 1931 
July 22-23 

July 22, 1931. 
Have decided about Saturday would be a good day 
to leave the hospital.  Have dispensed with the 
services of the night nurse but the regular nurses 
don’t take her place. 
July 23. 
Have decided to bring the Judge home today.  Am 
so happy he is well again.  Will let the Judge tell 
the story now.  He could have been telling this 
story for 

Diary 40, 1931 
July 23-24 

July 23, 1931. 
several days by himself but I always forgot to take 
the diary over.  I hope it will be a long time before I 
have to write in your pages again – old Diary. 
July 24, 1931. 
[Grace writes:] Just a word - Home again – 
[Wickersham back at it:] Wrote a letter to Darrell 
today, so he could see that I am up & at myself.  
The drain arranged by the doctor yet throws off 
some urine, but is rapidly closing & then the case 
will be closed.  Am glad to be at home with Grace. 

Diary 40, 1931 
July 25-26 

-25th – 
Am pretty weak but taking as much exercise as I 
can stand in the hope of building up strength.  Walk 
from George Washington Inn to restaurant 
opposite Congressional Library for my meals - 
Long street car ride to “Friendship heights” & back 
- too long - etc. - It is good to be out and on my feet 
- weigh 185 lbs - only a loss of 10 lbs! 

-26th - 

I am slowly gaining - drain in my stomach has 
healed completely & it is now only a matter of 
regaining my usual strength.  Grace & I went to 
Dodge Hotel for our Sunday dinner. 

Diary 40, 1931 
July 27-29 

-27th – 
At my desk in the office - big lot of Alaska mail - but 
will let Will work it up - with suggestions. 

-28th – 
Am recovering my strength slowly but surely!  
Spend half day at desk at work.  Dr. Fadeley made 
examination at his office this afternoon & says I am 
o.k. but must report for examination for several 
times yet.  Office work in good shape. 

-29th - 
In the office most of the day, reading 
correspondence sent out during my confinement in 
the hospital - generally satisfactory. 

Diary 40, 1931 
July 30- 
August 3 

-30th – 
As usual - in office part of the time. 

-31st – 
Getting more strength, trying to catch up with 
correspondence.  Visit Dr. Fadeley’s office for 
surgeon dressing every two days. 

-Aug 1st, 1931.- 
Same as usual - getting office work up to date - 
slowly. 

-Aug 2.- 
Sunday - cool - wrote letter to Darrell - wound 
healing nicely. 

-3rd - 
Busy going over a Bill to create a Supreme Court 
for small cases in Alaska - cases which cannot now 

Diary 40, 1931 
August 3-4 

3 
be appealed from the District Court to the U.S. 
Circuit Court of Appeals - where less than $1000. 
is involved in civil cases & misdemeanors in the 
criminal list.  Writing letters etc. 

-4th - 
Same as yesterday in the office.  Paid Dr. J.M. 
Fadeley, who performed the surgical operation for 
me - the sum of his bill - $500.00! 
The total expense of this 2 months hospital - 
nurses -surgeons, etc. is $1409.55!! Some 
Operation. 



 Am working on letter setting out legal side of Auk 
Indian claim to their old village site - in letters to 
Sec. of Agri, & Sec. of Interior in support of Indian 
petition. 

Diary 40, 1931 
August 5-7 

-5th – 
Same as usual in the office. 
Sent copies of my Auk Indian letter etc. to both the 
Sec. of Agri. & Interior. 

-6th – 
Busy answering correspondence. 
Growing stronger rapidly. 
Prepared a new Will today & will sign & revoke the 
one made by me in Juneau on Jany. 10th. 
In my new will I am leaving a larger part of my 
property to Grace, which I think I ought to do. 

-7th - 
Same as usual in the office.  Wrote political letter to 
White, U.S. Marshal - Juneau - trying to get him & 
Rustgard in lime for next years campaign. 

Diary 40, 1931 
August 9-11 

-9th – 
Sunday.  hot weather is very annoying especially 
with my healing wound across the lower party of 
my abdomen. 
Making some notes for inserting in Old Yukon 
Trails Ms. I have not done any work on it for 
months & fear I will not get it done until late in the 
winter on act. of necessary work on proposed bills 
for introduction in Congress in December. 

-10th – 
Spent the day in answering big influx of Alaska 
mail. 

-11th - 
Mr. Nelson A. Mason, Sec. to Senator Frasier of 
North Dakota, called this morning & we discussed 
the probable 

Diary 40, 1931 
August 11-12 

11 
visit of a sub Committee of the Com- of the Senate 
on Indian Affairs, of which Senator Frazier is 
chairman, to Ketchikan - Juneau to hear the 
Indians side of their difficulties - fishing, poverty, 
lands, etc.  I strongly urged each action & we will 
take it up again. 

-12th - 
Called at Dept. of Justice & conferred with Asst. 

Atty. Genl. Caldwell about my bill for establishment 
of Supreme Court in Alaska.  Interested but no 
decision.  On yesterday Mr. Mason Sec. Senator 
Frazier called & we talked - among other things - 
about getting Senator Frazier, Ch. Senate Com. 

Diary 40, 1931 
August 12-13 

12 
on Indian Affairs to go to S.E. Alaska in Sept. to 
hear Indians at Ketchikan to Juneau, about their 
affairs.  Have sent telegram to Senator Frazier 
today stating necessity and urging him to make the 
trip to that vicinity when committee makes its trip to 
the pacific coast next month. 

-13th - 
We are all busy with Alaska correspondence  This 
and running errands to the Departments keep us 
busy - Visited Dept. of Justice & had a long 
conference with Asst. Atty Genl. Caldwell about 
Sup. Ct. bill.  They promised to give it careful 
attention - & may amend it by combining the 2nd & 
Fourth Divisions - which I do not wish to do - for the 
politics involved! 

Diary 40, 1931 
August 14-15 

-14th – 
Same as usual in the office. 

-15- 
Rewriting two or three chapters in my Old Yukon 
Trails Ms.  My friend Erickson, of the Lowman & 
Hanford Co. Seattle, is urging me to hurry & finish 
it, but I do not feel there is any haste, even though 
the Revell Co. N.Y. seems willing to publish it.  It is 
so old now that it takes its place as History & a few 
years more or less will make no difference in its 
value - may even make it more interesting - & I 
have so much of the present  

Diary 40, 1931 
August 15-18 

15 
day work to do for Alaska in this Congress that I 
feel justified in taking my time on the Ms. 

-16th – 
Sunday - spent the day rewriting a chapter in my 
Old Yukon Trails Ms. 

-17th – 
I am getting letters from many persons in Alaska 
who receive Steels Weekly letter commending us 
for sending it out.  It puts us in weekly contact with 
all the Newspapers & many individuals where 



Alaska State Library – Historical Collections                                                                                                                    Diary of James Wickersham  
MS 107 BOX 6  DIARY 40                                                                                                                                                      May 16, 1930- through December 31, 1931 

newspapers are not published - we send out 130 
copies weekly. 

-18th - 
Same as usual in the office.  DeNere, my nephew, 
who lives in  

Diary 40, 1931 
August 18 

18 
Jersey City, N.J. 60 Lexington St. came over and 
spent the day with me. 
Had hour conference with Sisson, Asst. Atty. Genl. 
this afternoon - he is just back from Alaska, & we 
talked about appointments.  He will not reappoint 
Judge Clegg & asked me whom I would 
recommend in case Clegg was not to be 
appointed.  I told him that in that case I would 
recommend Atty Genl. John Rustgard & related his 
qualifications.  He asked about Charley Taylor as 
U.S. Atty. at Nome.  Of course I urged Taylors 
appointment & he said it seemed agreeable, etc. 
and asked me to find out if Taylor would accept - at 
once since that office is vacant.  He said Dr. Chase 
was 

Diary 40, 1931 
August 18-19 

18 
not acceptable to the Administration!  for 
appointment as U.S. Marshal, and urged Staser: 
That Dan objects to Staser is accepted as a 
recommendation for Staser & I finally said I would 
not oppose Staser if he was nominated.  Then he 
mentioned reappointing Judge Lomen, at Nome, 
and I strongly objected & told him plainly I would 
not approve Lomen & thought he could not be 
confirmed if appointed & I asked for a couple of 
days to think things over in - he asked me to find 
out at once if Taylor would accept the appointment 
at Nome. 

-19th - 
Sent telegram today to Charles E. Taylor, 
Fairbanks, asking him 

Diary 40, 1931 
August 19-21 

19 
to say definitely if he would accept the appointment 
as U.S. District attorney at Nome.  Also wrote 
letters to Frank H. Foster Juneau, and Robt. W. 
Taylor, clerk of the district court, Fairbanks, urging 
the election of Delegates to the Rep. Nat. 
Convention next year favorable to Hoover! 

-20th – 
Same as usual in the office.  No answer from 
Taylor yet. 

-21st - 
Received telegram from Chas. E. Taylor declining 
to accept the appointment as U.S. attorney at 
Nome.  Called & talked with Asst. Atty. Genl. 
Sisson - I filed a written endorsement of L.D. 
Roach, 

Diary 40, 1931 
August 21 

21 
young attorney residing in Anchorage for the place.  
Session suggested that it would be satisfactory to 
the Dept. if an agreement could be arranged 
between Lathrop and myself endorsing Rustgard 
for judge at Fairbanks, Staser for Marshal at 
Valdez & Roach for U.S. Atty. at Nome.  Said he 
would send telegram to Lathrop two days later:  I 
had Will Steel send telegram to Frank Foster, as a 
starter as follows:  “Suggested here that Lathrop 
and Delegate would strengthen Alaska politics by 
agreement on several appointments stop Will you 
send Lathrop telegram immediately urging that 
action answer official 
 W.A. Steel, Secretary.” 

Diary 40, 1931 
August 21-22 

21 
I have endorsed Clegg for Judge, but Session tells 
me he will not be appointed - I add - because of 
Lathrops objections.  I want him appointed but if 
the Department will not do it, I do not feel like I 
ought to break away & lose all my connection with 
appointments - but ought to get as many of my 
friends appointed as I can. 

-22nd - 
It has been cool weather for a week & raining most 
of the time.  I am putting in some time in rewriting 
chapters of my Old Yukon Trails.  Grade is working 
earnestly on her genealogy of the Vrooman family 
of which she is a descendant. 

Diary 40, 1931 
August 23-24 

-23rd – 
Received answer to Steels telegram to Frank 
Foster - he says, “Sent following message Lathrop 
quote “have wire Washington suggesting you and 
Delegate can get together on appointment in 
manner satisfactory to both stop after consultation 



with and others suggest for good of organization 
that such cooperation be had - unquote, Frank 
Foster.” 

August 24, 1931 
My 74th Birthday! 
As I feel now I am good for 74 more. 
Recd. nice birthday card from Ida - Grace’s sister. 
Worked in the office as usual - on “Old Yukon 
Trails.” 

Diary 40, 1931 
August 25-26 

-Aug. 25 – 
Nothing new - steady office work. 
Grace is hard at work on Vrooman genealogy. 

-26- 
We have come to the conclusion that Sisson, Asst. 
Atty. Genl. in charge of appointments in Alaska, is 
not going to recommend the appointment of Dr. 
Chase as U.S. Marshal in the 3rd Div. nor the 
reappointment of Judge Clegg in the 4th - because 
they have been friends and supporters of 
Sutherland & myself.  He gave his ear to our 
opponents while in Alaska this summer & now 
demands that I secure the endorsement of Lathrop 
for those I recommend for office.  I am in doubt if 
Lathrop will join - and I am just about ready to take 
other means of securing some attention. 

Diary 40, 1931 
August 27-28 

-27th – 
Marshal White writes confidentially about political 
conditions at Juneau & in Alaska.  Says he does 
not hear of any opposition to my candidacy on the 
Rep. ticket at primary - thinks there will be none.  
Lathrop has announced he will not be candidate 
again for Rep. Nat. Committeeman! 

-28th - 
Telegrams from Chambers of -Commerce urging 
longer than September to hunt ducks & geese in 
Alaska – but the President has issued a special 
appeal for their conservation because of the 
drought & will not extend time in Alaska - 
telegraphed Ch. of Commerce in towns. 

Diary 40, 1931 
August 29-31 

-29th – 
Same as usual in the office.  I am rewriting 
chapters in Old Yukon Trails - & making it into a 
history of my efforts to establish the Courts in 
Alaska - rather biographical for that period - Cooler 

weather. 
-30th – 

Sunday & fine cool weather:  We took a street car 
ride & I have worked all day on Old Yukon Trails 
Ms. 

-31st - 
Grace & Mrs. Hunter took the early bus and visited 
the Luray caverns today - they think they had a fine 
trip - Press dispatch reports death of Hon. W. C. 
Houston, formerly the Chairman of the House 
Committee  

Diary 40, 1931 
August 1- 
September 1 

31 
on Territories, at the time the Alaska Railroad Bill 
passed Congress in 1914.  He was a splendid 
character and always a sympathetic friend of 
Alaska, and I greatly regret his passing on. 

-Sept. 1 - 
Same as usual - very busy - in office. 
Dr. Fadeley took of the last bandage today and I 
am at last free from annoyance from my wounded 
tummy. 
The Alaska papers report my Democratic 
opponents very busy getting ready for the next 
years campaign - they are to hold a Divisional 
meeting and a Territorial Convention. They say that 
Gov. Roosevelt of N.Y. will he their candidate for 
President & sure of election - etc. etc. - so they are 
already promising appointments to get people to 
work. 

Diary 40, 1931 
September 2-5 

-Sept. 2- 
Same as usual - nothing exciting 
A Mrs. Shope called - just to talk - says she is one 
of the house girls at the Congress Hall Hotel years 
ago when I & my wife lived there. 

-3rd – 
I am writing 3 or 4 additional Chapters for The Old 
Yukon Trail - possibly to many & too much but just 
to suit my own ideas. 

-4th – 
Same as usual in the office – work 

-5th - 
Wrote letter to John W. Troy thanking him for kind 
expressions in Editorial in the Empire of July 21, 
also asking to state what he means 
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Diary 40, 1931 
September 5-8 

5 
by his oft repeated declaration in favor of “full 
Territorial form of Government:” stating objections 
to the phrase in an amended Organic Act and 
asking him for his views and assistance in agreeing 
upon Phraseology to be used in an Amended 
Organic Act! 

-6th – 
Sunday - Grace is making an interesting study on 
the Genealogical history of her family - the 
Vroomans - of Schoharie N.Y. 

-7th – 
Labor Day, big parade, etc. 
Worked in the office.  Steel went over to 
Philadelphia Saturday to visit relatives 

-8th - 
I received a letter today from H.D. Stabler U.S. 
Attorney at Juneau, asking me to 

Diary 40, 1931 
September 8-9 

8 
support him for appointment as U.S. District Judge, 
either at Fairbanks or Nome; he says Judge Lomen 
is badly broken in health, to such an extent that his 
mind is badly affected, etc.  I will not make him any 
promise - conditions in politics forbid too many 
promises - the department of Justice is holding me 
up & Stabler is their candidate - I may have to 
compromise with them & if I give a promise to the 
Dept. candidate it leaves one without any thing to 
compromise with. 

-9th - 
Busy with Alaska mail.  Called on Senator Frazier, 
Ch. Senate Com. on Indian Affairs and urged him 
to go to S.E. Alaska and investigate the situation of 
our Indians - did not consent to go - but is thinking 
about it. 

Diary 40, 1931 
September 10 

-10th - 
[clipping] 

MISS RANDALL, 
C.E. TAYLOR, 
ARE MARRIED 

LEAVE FOR CIRCLE HOT 
SPRINGS ON HONEYMOON- 

WILL RETURN TO FAIRBANKS 
ABOUT FIRST OF MONTH 

Miss Eva Lucille Randall became the bride of 
Charles E. Taylor last night, the ceremony being 
performed at 8:30 o’clock.  It took place at the 
bride’s home on Fourth avenue near Kellum street. 
 The Rev. John E. Youel officiated.  Bridal 
attendants were Miss Mary Benjamin and Major 
George W. Albrecht.  Mrs. Albrecht was the only 
other person present. 
 An hour after the ceremony Mr. and Mrs. Taylor 
left for Circle Hot Springs on their honeymoon. 
They will remain there until about the first of 
September and then will return to Fairbanks to 
make their home. 
 The bride has been a resident of Fairbanks for 
two years.  Since her arrival she has been a 
member of the public school facility. 
 Mr. Taylor is one of the most widely known 
attorneys in Alaska.  He is a member of the law 
firm or Albrecht & Taylor.  Mr. Taylor was in 
Fairbanks in the early days and later removed to 
the Iditarod.  He returned here in 1923 and has 
practiced here since. 
 
The clipping from the Fairbanks Miner of 22nd 
August.  No wonder Charley refused to accept an 
appointment tendered him a month ago as U.S. 
Attorney at Nome.  Will Steel send him another 
tender of the same appointment two days ago - he 
will probably refuse that also - I am writing him my 
congratulations - he is a fine fellow & I am glad he 
has married again. 

Diary 40, 1931 
September 11 

-11th - 
Dan Sutherland, my predecessor in office as 
Delegate, is in the City and will  come in today to 
talk things over - Had long and friendly talk with 
Dan about Alaska appointments - he is not 
interested in any but that of Staser of Anchorage 
for U.S. Marshal.  He asked me not to endorse him 
- and declares he will prevent his confirmation by 
the Senate, etc.  Steel also talked with us - & Steel 
will see Sisson, Asst. Atty. Genl. tomorrow & report 
Dan’s state of mind.  Dan will go back home 
tomorrow - to his sisters Ogontz school, 
Philadelphia. 



-12th – 
Sutherland did not go home this morning - Will, 
Steel called 

Diary 40, 1931 
September 11 

12 
and talked with Sisson, Asst. Atty. Genl. again this 
morning - he told Sisson that Sutherland declared 
he would fight the confirmation of Staser, of 
Anchorage, if he was appointed U.S. Marshal for 
Third Division - also told him that I would not object 
to Stasers appointment. 
 A new feature was injected in to the matter of 
appointments by a short bill prepared in the office 
of the Attorney General, as follows: 
“Be it enacted etc that on and after July 1, 1932, 
there shall be only one district judge, one clerk of 
court, one district attorney and one United States 
Marshal in and for the second and 

Diary 40, 1931 
September 11 

12 
fourth divisions of the district of Alaska: provided, 
that the term of office of the above named officials 
now serving - in said divisions shall continue until 
twelve oclock midnight, June 30, 1932, or until their 
successors are appointed and qualify” 
 Sisson gave Steel this copy of the bill which the 
Attorney Generals office prepared & which will be 
offered to Congress in December by that official, 
with request that it be passed.  I shall not object to 
such action for the second division is not specially 
necessary.  Still I wish to examine it carefully & 
learn what is behind the move. 

Diary 40, 1931 
September 11-
13 

12 
Sutherland came in the office later in that day & 
Will Steel told Dan about his interview with Sisson 
& Dan declared it was o.k., & that he intended to 
fight Staser to the limit - but no one else. 

-12th – 
Many letters & telegrams objecting to the 
Presidents Proclamation limiting the season to the 
month of September for killing ducks & geese - 
Department says no change -that it applies to 
every State & Alaska alike! 

-13th - 
Sunday - nothing much.  Have been writing 
additional Chapters for my Old Yukon Trails - on 

establishing courts - holding courts - Eagle Circle, 
Unalaska, Nome-Rampart, etc. 

Diary 40, 1931 
September 14-
16 

-14th – 
Wrote a letter to the President today - sent him with 
it a letter from Territorial Senator Charles 
Benjamin, of Wrangell, Alaska strongly protesting 
against limited the duck & geese hunting season in 
S.E. Alaska to the mouth of September – asked the 
President to extend that time in S.E. Alaska to 
include the month of October – but he will not do it. 

-15- 
Dr. Fadeley examined me today & says that I am 
entirely cured, and I feel that way.  Busy in office 
as usual. 

-16th - 
Dr. W.A. Borland, Juneau - Nushagak came in 
today from Alaska - charges against him for 
drunkenness, etc. in Indian service - Steel has 
gone to Department with him to see the exact 
charges & aid in defense 

Diary 40, 1931 
September 17-
18 

-17th – 
I was invited by Congressman Smith of Alexandria, 
Virginia to speak at a meeting of the Kiwanis Club, 
and did so today at noon.  Subject - Alaska - time 
29 minutes and enjoyed it myself!  Dr. Borlands 
hearing before officials Indian Affairs went 
satisfactory - so Steel reports, so far as actual 
charges 
go - but they insisted on his taking medical 
examination that may prove more troublesome on 
account of his physical condition - old, fat & not 
strong! 

-18th - 
Met Dr. Ayan, Dr. Hamilton and Mr. Hawksworth, 
from the Bureau of Indian Affairs, at Senator 
Frazier’s office at 10 oclock - we all urged him to 
go to 

Diary 40, 1931 
September 18-
20 

18 
Alaska with Subcommittee of Com. on Indian 
Affairs - to S.E. Alaska - 
and look into the surroundings and wants of the 
Indians - fisheries - lands, etc.  It may be the 
Senator and others will go!  He did not promise 



Alaska State Library – Historical Collections                                                                                                                    Diary of James Wickersham  
MS 107 BOX 6  DIARY 40                                                                                                                                                      May 16, 1930- through December 31, 1931 

categorically that he would but gave us all that 
impression. 

-19th – 
Same as usual in the office.  I am now writing a 
chapter on my experiences as Judge in Nome in 
1901-2. 

-20th - 
Dan Sutherland back from his Phila. quarters - 
looks sick & says he is suffering with his stomach 
again.  Am trying to get chapters of my Old Yukon 
trails to fit my idea of making it a history of Alaska - 
Yukon country. 

Diary 40, 1931 
September 21-
23 

-21st – 
Called at Bureau of Fisheries & had talk with 
OMalley, Com, about opening the Yukon river to 
limited fishing at its mouth.  He said he intended to 
open it for fishing next year, but promised that if the 
effect showed a depletion of fish in the upper river 
he would not allow it beyond 1932! 
Grace attended political reception - Republican 
Women - at the residence of Sec. & Mrs. Doaks. - 
Mrs. Hawksworth went with Grace. 

-22- 
In bed with swollen gland resulting from overdoing 
myself in hot day yesterday. 

-23- 
Out this afternoon - but still sore. 

Diary 40, 1931 
September 26-
27 

26 
Received note from Mary Lu Davis - she has just 
returned to Washington from her Nantucket 
cottage.  Work in the office going along well - Steel 
is a good assistant!  I get many references to his 
weekly letters - all flattering, & I am greatly 
pleased! 

-27th - 
Have been confined to my room for four days with 
swollen testicle & sore back brought on by cold & 
too much exercise.  Several persons called at 
office - sorry not to see them.  Heat of summer 
gone & weather pleasant. Nothing important.  Have 
let Steel attend to office but I hope to get there 
tomorrow - will call & see if I can get Sec. Agri. to 
extend hunting season in S.E. Alaska to Oct. 15th! 

Diary 40, 1931 
September 28 

-28th - 
I am getting much mail from all over Alaska, and 
we are kept busy running to the Departments on 
errands for people who want something - Wrote 
Stabler, U.S. Pros. atty. Juneau, declining to 
endorse him, & giving him the situation with 
respect to Alaska appointments - but did not 
disclose Dept. Justice idea of forming 2nd & 4th 
Div.  I am not inclined to help him & the Judge 
Harding crowd - they did not support the 
Republican ticket last fall. 
C. W. & Mrs. Hawksworth, Mr. & Mrs. E. P. Walker 
& Mifs Green, all Juneau people, called & Grace is 
doing the social stunt with them and Mrs. Carter & 
sister, from Wrangell - I am on my feet again and at 
work in the office. 

Diary 40, 1931 
September 29-
30 

-29th – 
Same as usual in the office. 
Mine enemy Selby - who beat me up so in. Valdez, 
is now running the Strollers Weekly at Juneau, - in 
his last issue he says in his political column, 
 
[clipping] 
 Nothing has been heard from the Hon. James 
Wickersham, delegate to Congress who is in 
Washington piling up one of the best records of his 
long career as delegate.  If Mr. Wickersham 
decides to make the race for delegate to succeed 
himself, which is highly probable, there is not much 
chance a Republican running against him, as he 
would be hard to beat if he 
“choose to run.”  It is hoped that he will announce 
his plans in the near future so the party can be 
lined up for him in time to prepare for the primary. 
 
I will make a public announcement soon that I do 
“choose to run.” 

-30th - 
Called on Sec. of Agri. Hyde, about extending time 
for shooting ducks and geese in Alaska, but he 
referred me to Redington in Biog. Survey - & he 
was not to he found - I am now satisfied that no 
extension for Alaska can be expected. 



Diary 40, 1931 
September 30 

30 
A Mr. O.N. Carter, from Ketchikan, Mgr. Light & 
Power Co & Cold Storage plant, who wants action 
about halibut at Prince Rupert; he promises to wait 
until OMalley and Dan Sutherland can be 
consulted next Monday. 
Steel had talk with Sisson, Asst. Atty. Genl. about 
appointment of Dist. Atty. at Nome - he refuses to 
appoint Roach, of Anchorage, but agrees to 
appoint L.M. Sullivan “Larry” who was in my office 
in Juneau for a year & is now Asst. Pros. Atty. at 
Cordova.  I felt forced to consent, and I expect the 
appointment to be made - Sisson will telegraph the 
offer to Larry & I hope he accepts - if he does not I 
will insist again on Roach! 

Diary 40, 1931 
October 1-2 

-October 1st – 
E.A. Rasmussen called- talked about Alaska 
matters Railroad etc.  We went to Int. Dept. he had 
a talk with Secretary Int - Wilbur - who told him to 
go and talk with Senator Howell - that he was the 
man who raised railroad rates etc. 
Rasmussen is a candidate for Repub. Natl. 
Committeeman for Alaska & I am inclined to think 
he will make a good one - he can have it so far as I 
care. 

-2nd - 
Recd. a friendly letter from John W. Troy, Ed. 
Juneau Empire, in relation to a bill for creating a 
“full territorial form of government” in Alaska.  He 
has long been unfriendly with me on that subject, 
but on Sept. 4, I wrote to him thanking him for 

Diary 40, 1931 
October 2-3 

2 
publishing writing - a very kind editorial about me in 
connection with the matter & offering to elaborate 
with him in preparing such a bill & also offered to 
introduce it in Congress etc.  My letter & offer seem 
to have pleased him & this letter is the result.  He 
does not outline what he thinks the Territory needs 
to perfect our Organic Act, but I will prepare a form 
of a bill which I think may satisfy him and send it to 
him soon for his consideration. 

-3rd - 
We spend most of today interviewing the 
Department of Commerce in an effort to assist 

Lass, of Seldovia in a way to get his chrome 
deposits to the eastern market – wrote him a long 
letter as a result, suggesting the Panama Canal 
route & other things. 

Diary 40, 1931 
October 3-5 

-3rd continued- 
Grace and some lady friend attending a lecture on 
Genealogy - at the Y.M.C.A. rooms. 

-4th – 
Sunday.  Writing a chapter on the Nome troubles of 
1900. F.W. Griffin of Kodiak telephoned he was in 
town.  Sent Steel out to find him etc. 

-5th - 
I endorsed L.D. Roach for U.S. Atty. at Nome, but 
when Sisson talked to me I also told him Sullivan 
was a good lawyer, etc.  He would not appoint 
Roach - Lathrop objected - so he switched to Larry! 
a good appointment. 

Diary 40, 1931 
October 6-7 

-6th – 
E.W. Griffin, of Kodiak, and a former merchant at 
Fairbanks came to Wash. a day or two ago.  
Yesterday Dan Sutherland took us out to the horse 
racing at Laurel, Md. and today Griffin spent an 
hour in the office talking about Kodiak & their wants 
there.  Busy in the office with correspondence - & 
writing the story of the Noyes - McKenzie scandal 
at Nome! 

-7th - 
In the office as usual.  Steel not out his weekly 
newsletter to Alaska.  I am still trying to got a clear 
statement of the Nome judicial Scandal of 1900! 
We called 

Diary 40, 1931 
October 7-8 

7 
on Mrs. Mary Lee Davis & husband in company 
with the Hawksworth of Juneau.  We had a 
pleasant evening. “Mary Lee” and “C.W.” can both 
talk to waltzing time & never stop.  Eskimo - Point 
Barrow - Bishop Rowe etc. books, Attic, etc. and a 
jolly good evening. 

-8th - 
Earl Hunt & his wife Lucille - my niece – Sister 
Mary’s daughter - were in the city two days before 
calling up my office - they were so sure that I was 
yet in Alaska!  Called up this morning and then 
came to the office and we had a good visit.  They 
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had lunch with us at the “Ugly Duckling” - dinner 
with was at the “Shoreham,” and altogether a very 
agreeable visit.  They have adopted two babies - a 
years difference in their ages - & Lucille is anxious 
to yet back home to them.  She is a fine lovely 
good woman. 

Diary 40, 1931 
October 9-11 

-9th – 
Lucille and Earl left Washington this morning in 
their automobile on their return trip to Beeville, 
Texas. 
 I am at work on my chapters of my work at Nome 
- for Old Yukon Trails. 
Mr. Geo. C. Grove, from Ketchikan called.  He has 
a scheme to get the Indians of S.E. Alaska to work 
on their ancient carving basked making, etc. 
Sent him to call on Chas. W. Hawksworth, acting 
chief in Alaska, Bureau of Indian Affairs - who is 
attending hearings before Budget Bureau - also 
interested in that work. 

-10th – 
Same as yesterday in the office. 

-11th - 
Sunday - Slept till noon - quiet day. 

Diary 40, 1931 
October 12-13 

-12- 
Same as usual in tie office.  Had dinner tonight with 
Chas. W. Hawksworth & wife at the Shoreham 
Hotel, on the Rock creek bluff - present the 
Hawksworths, Mrs. Dr. Ryan & Mrs. Cooper, Grace 
& I.  It was a good dinner! & I greatly enjoyed the 
pleasant company, music etc. 

-13th - 
Received a very friendly letter from H.B. Selby, the 
Editor of Strollers Weekly tendering the support of 
the paper in my next campaign!  It was Selby & his 
son who beat me up at Valdez in 1920 (?), but 
evidently he has concluded, as I have, to forget our 
past difficulties & join in reorganizing the 
Republican party.  I have today written him 

Diary 40, 1931 
October 13-15 

13 
a friendly letter announcing that I will be a 
candidate for reelection at the primary & general 
election next year.  He promises to support me!  
The Hawksworths go back to Alaska today - they 
are friendly supporters also. 

Grace is busy on her genealogy of the Vroomans - 
of which family she is a descendant - they were 
Revolutionary actors. 

-14th – 
Same as usual - at work in the office & also adding 
new material to Old Yukon Trails - my service at 
Nome. 

-15th - 
Sending out 200 Bicentennial pictures of George 
Washington to the people in Alaska. 

Diary 40, 1931 
October 16 

-16th - 
Wrote a letter today to President Hoover in favor of 
Hillis as Rep. Chairman, 
“Hon. Herbert Hoover, The White House. 
Dear Sir: The appointment of Hon. Charles D. Hillis 
of New York, as Chairman of the Republican 
National Committee to have charge of the 
Republican National campaign next year, would be 
entirely satisfactory to the Republicans in Alaska.  
We wish you to have the appointment of a man to 
that responsible position that will be entirely 
agreeable to you, but Mr. Hillis would be a 
strengthening factor to the party in Alaska. 
 Yours very Truly 
  James Wickersham 
   Delegate from Alaska. 

Diary 40, 1931 
October 17-18 

-17th – 
Called on O’Malley, Comm. Bureau of Fisheries & 
had conference about fisheries & fishermen on 
Bristol Bay -also - left with him several letters 
criticizing fishery conditions there for answer.  
Wrote letter to B.M. Behrends, banker at Juneau, 
congratulating him on his fortieth anniversary of 
opening business in Juneau. 

-18th - 
Sunday - Slept until noon. 
Also wrote a chapter for Old Yukon Trails Ms.  
Thos. A Edison died. 
Yorktown Bicentennial Exercises began - President 
Hoover delivered radio speech in relation to aid on 
Unemployment. 

Diary 40, 1931 
October 19 

-19th - 
Preparing Bill to amend and add to the Organic Act 
of Alaska.  Purpose is to give Territorial Legislature 



some power in fisheries, game, and County 
organization - as I promised John W. Troy, Ed. 
Juneau Empire! 
 Received a letter today from Maud McHaney 
sailing that Uncle Bob McHaney - my mothers 
brother has not been found he disappeared in the 
woods far up the White River while picking 
huckleberries with a friend on Sept. 3, and has not 
been found.  He was 75 years old - poor Bob, after 
hunting the wild animals for half a century & more - 
they finally ate him - I fear. 

Diary 40, 1931 
October 20 

-20th - 
Wrote to Darrell & DeNere today telling them about 
Uncle Bob’s death - rather his disappearance.  
Also finished draft of a bill to amend the Organic 
Act of 1912 to give the Territory greater legislative 
power & the power to create counties & to have 1/2 
of the Fur Seal income. - Will send Troy, Editor of 
the Empire, a copy! 
Received a letter from U.S. Marshal Al White 
saying he is writing items favorable to me as 
candidate for Delegate - published in the Strollers 
Weekly! 
He also praises the good effect of our Alaska News 
Letter edited by Will Steel! 

Diary 40, 1931 
October 21-22 

-21st – 
Have employed a first rate typist to make a good 
copy of my Ms. Old Yukon Trails. 
I am getting many letters from my friends in Alaska 
- they generally say that I will get the Republican 
nomination at the April primary as candidate for 
Delegate without opposition.  They also speak 
highly of our newsletters, which Will Steel issues 
weekly. 

-22d- 
Same as usual in the office.  I am busy drafting a 
bill to give the Territorial Legislature more power - 
trying to strike from Sec. 3. of the Organic Act of 
Aug. 24, 1912, the words “game” & “fish” etc., thus 
giving the Legislature some power over both fish & 
game in Alaska 

Diary 40, 1931 
October 23-25 

-23d- 
Writing a long letter to John W. Troy in explanation 
of the bill to give the Legislature power over “fish” & 

“game” & power to create county form of 
Government in Alaska. 
Mrs. R.W. Ferguson, of Fairbanks called to get 
assistance in relation to insurance etc. on her son, 
a soldier who died at Camp Lewis, Wash. before 
he had secured insurance!  She was accompanied 
by Mifs Myrick, who taught school in Fairbanks 
some years ago.  Steel will go to the Veterans 
Bureau in the morning with Mrs. Ferguson, to get 
the facts & information. 

24th – 25- 
Am having my Old Yukon Trail Ms. Re-typed & 
adding some matter. 

Diary 40, 1931 
October 26-27 

-26th – 
The work of copying my new chapters of Old 
Yukon trails is approaching completion.  I will 
prepare three new chapters to add to those I have 
already done & that will complete my effort.  This is 
the third time I have rewritten this material, and I 
really feel that I have bettered it! 
Col. Landis, former manager of the Alaska Govt. 
Railroad came in today.  He asked if I would 
support him in his effort to gain the managership of 
the road again, & I declined to commit myself. 

-27th - 
I was married to Deborah S. Bill, at Rochester, Ill. 
fifty one years ago today. 
 Major Malcom Elliott, U.S.A. 

Diary 40, 1931 
October 27-28 

27 
the Chairman of the Alaska Road Commission, is 
in the city and called - took lunch with me – I 
offered to assist him in every way I can to secure 
his annual appropriations, etc.  He resides in my 
house at Juneau, during my presence in 
Washington.  He will be here, he says, for about 
two months. 

-28th - 
Attended a hearing today before U.S. Tariff 
Commission - in relation to tariff on Copper.  
Arizona congressmen & big copper companies - 
short & 
I said nothing - it is an attempt to get the facts 
before Congress & plenty of time!  Mr. Robt. 
Marshall, from Koyukuk River called - talked 
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opposition to fish catching at mouth of the Yukon 
River! 

Diary 40, 1931 
October 28-29 

28 
[clipping] 
THE ALASKA WEEKLY, FRIDAY, OCTOBER 23, 

1931 
Alaska Delegate Announces 

Candidacy for Reelection 
Before Primary Next April 

Washington, D.C., Oct. 15. 
 Delegate James Wickersham of Alaska has 
announced his candidacy for renomination before 
the Republican primary in April - next, through the 
following letter: 
Washington, D.C., Oct. 13, 1931. 
H.B. Selby, Esq., 
Editor Stroller’s Weekly, 
Juneau, Alaska. 
My dear Mr. Selby: 
 In reply to the statement in your letter of October 
2nd, that no expression had been made public that I 
intended to make the race for Delegate from 
Alaska again, permit me to inform you and the 
people from Alaska, that it is my intention to offer 
myself as such candidate again to the Republican 
primary next April. 
 In the meantime Congress will be in session and 
I will attempt in good faith to carry out the pledges 
contained in my platform upon which I was elected 
last year, and also further such other meritorious 
legislation for the benefit of Alaska as shall be 
presented to Congress. 
 I shall appeal to the voters for their continuous 
support upon the record to be made by me in that 
effort, and upon the successful services performed 
by me in my prior work for them in Congress.  You 
may give such publicity to this announcement as 
you wish.  Thanking you for your promise of 
support in the next campaign, I remain, 
 Very sincerely, 
  JAMES WICKERSHAM, 
   Delegate from Alaska 

-29th - 

Jim Fozzard, former Supt. La Touche mines, called 
yesterday & spent an hour talking about Alaska.  
War Department is trying again to sell the Alaska 
cables, radio, & telegraph lines to private interests. 

Diary 40, 1931 
October 29-30 

29 
[clipping] 

The Washington Post 
Thursday, October 29, 1931. 

Army Seeks Sale 
Of Alaska’s Radio 

Draws Bill Similar to That 
Which Failed in 
Last Congress. 
(Assoc. Press.) 

 The War Department is preparing to seek 
authorization at the coming session of Congress to 
sell the Washington State-Alaska military cable and 
radio system.  A bill identical with that which failed 
to get action at the last session has been drawn by 
the department’s legislative division. 
 The bill would authorize the Secretary of War to 
sell to the highest responsible bidder who is a 
citizen of the United States, all or part of the 
system which now is operated by the Army Signal 
Corps on a commercial basis. 
 The system includes cable lines and 36 radio 
stations connecting Seattle with Alaskan cities and 
towns northward to Point Barrow.  It was 
established in the early gold rush days to provide a 
line of communication for troops in Alaska. 
 
Mr. and Mrs. A.J. Adams, of Cordova, called - he is 
here on Masonic work - they leave for Phil. 
tomorrow but will be back. 

-30th - 
I have had a good typist copying my much 
amended Ms. Old Yukon Trails and she finished 
today.  I am, however, writing three new 
paragraphs as a conclusion.  It now amounts to a 
history of the Yukon basin, the outline of my efforts 
to establish courts in Alaska, & concludes with a 
description of present day trails -the railroad, 
Richardson Highway etc. & the proposed Int. 
Highway! 



Diary 40, 1931 
October 31- 
November 1 

-31st – 
Same as usual in the office & also working on final 
chapters of Old Yukon Trails. 

-Nov. 1- 
Grace is assisting me to read copy on the final 
typing of Old Yukon Trail. 
 
[clipping, no source]  

AGED BUCKLEY  
PIONEER LOST 

Posse Scouring Woods for 
Experienced Hunter Who 
Mysteriously Disappeared 

BUCKLEY, Sept. 4.- (Special) - a determined 
search is under way for Robert McHaney, 75-year-
old Buckley pioneer, mysteriously missing since 
Thursday afternoon when he became separated 
from G.A.B. Dobell, Buckley attorney, with whom 
he had gone berry picking in the densely wooded 
Greenwater district, 24 miles east of here. 
 The two men had been picking berries on 
Huckleberry hill in the Greenwater district all day 
Thursday.  About 5 o’clock Thursday afternoon 
McHaney told 
his friend that he was going back to their car, 
parked some distance away. Dobell followed about 
15 minutes later, but when he arrived at the 
automobile McHaney was not there.  Dobell 
searched the vicinity but found no trace of his 
companion. 
 He drove to Buckley and enlisted the aid of four 
other men who were joined by rangers in search 
for the missing man, but their efforts were 
unavailing up until a late hour last night, not as not 
a trace of McHaney has been found.  A group of 
Buckley Eagles were to leave at 1 o’clock 
tomorrow morning for the vicinity to join in the 
search at the break of dawn. 
 The fact that McHaney was an ardent hunter, 
who has lived in this vicinity for 40 years and was 
thoroughly familiar with the woods, adds mystery to 
his disappearance as it is not believed that he 
would easily lose his way, but his woodsman 
experience give the searchers hope that he is able 

to take care of himself unless he has met with 
some accident. 
 His wife, who lives here, has been in poor health 
for some time. 
 
No report to date that Uncle Bobs body has been 
found.  Am writing to Maud McHaney, Buckley, for 
last information. 

Diary 40, 1931 
November 2-4 

-Nov. 2- 
Alaska papers all copy my letter to Selby 
announcing my candidacy for renomination - April 
primary. 
 I sent a telegram to Louis J. Paul, editor of the 
Alaskan at Petersburg, Alaska, saying that I would 
have the bill for compensating the Indians of S.E. 
Alaska for their Indian title to their lands introduced 
in the Senate by Senator Lynn J. Frazier of North 
Dakota - who offered to introduce it.  Also sent my 
kindest regards, etc. expecting him to read it to the 
Alaska Native Brotherhood at their meeting at 
Yakutat. 

- 3 – 4 - 
Correspondence in the office grows - Steel keeps 
the trail to the Departments warm - Our Alaska 
news letter is being appreciated & my friends at 
home continue to write me cheering letters. 

Diary 40, 1931 
November 5-6 

-5th – 
Seattle Times has a story - telegram from 
Anchorage, Oct. 30-31st, saying that a group of 
Anchorage business men are sending Harry 
Morton to Washington to work in the interest of 
public building & for a reduction of railroad rates.  
He is probably coming to prepare Democratic 
stories against me & I expect only annoyance and 
grief for such a man, on such a mission. 

-6th - 
Congressman Wurzbach, of Texas, Republican, 
died this morning - this makes it almost certain that 
the Democrats will organize the House of 
Republicans - I hope so for I think it will be of 
greater advantage to the Republicans than to have 
Repub. do it!! 
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Diary 40, 1931 
November 7-8 

-7th – 
An old Nome miner came in today and was so glad 
to see some one who [knew] the Nome country 
that he talked to us all afternoon.  He is a stamp 
collector and left $100. with Will Steel to buy 
Yorktown stamps! 

-8th - 
Sunday - sent telegram to Winden, my Tacoma 
land agent, saying I would leave Puyallup dairy 
land for $1000. a year for 2 years & $1200. a year 
for next four years, payable quarterly in advance. 
Also wrote Billy Paul saying I would not loan,211im 
$600. which he asked for - he always wants money 
- & I cannot loan it!! 

Diary 40, 1931 
November 9-10 

-9th – 
Our Alaskan stamp collector was back again today. 
he is “nuts” on buying the recently issued Yorktown 
stamps!  He offered to buy $2500. worth, but the 
post office would only sell him $50. worth!  He sent 
a Western. Union messenger boy again & got 
another $50 worth & left. 

-10th - 
A lady whose name I did not catch came - a prison 
worker she said she was - in to persuade us to 
assist her in securing a pardon for Dempsey, who 
killed Ike Evans, a U.S. deputy Marshal in Seward 
in 1919 & a woman just previously in Anchorage. - 
I set her right on the facts & think she will go no 
further - Dempsey was a cold blooded gangster - 
murderer! 

Diary 40, 1931 
November 10 

-10th continued - 
Major Elliott came in to talk Alaska today.  Sent Dr. 
Chas. E. Bunnell, Agri. College $25.00 today as 
contribution to the memorial to be erected there to 
the memory of Eilson, Aviator, who was lost in 
airplane accident on the North Siberian coast some 
years ago. 
 
[clipping] 

SEWARD DAILY GATEWAY 
HARMONY PREVAILS IN  
RANKS OF TERRITORY’S  

REPUBLICN RANKS 
 For the first time in many years the Republican 

party in the Territory is pulling together, with a few 
possible exceptions, with more harmony than for 
several years, says the Stroller’s Weekly in giving 
resume of Territorial politics. 
 If the present situation continues the possible 
appointment of several well-known party leaders 
will have its effect in amalgamating the several 
factions. 
 The probable appointment of Attorney General 
John Rustgard of Juneau, for the position of 
Federal Judge at Fairbanks succeeding Judge 
Cecil Clegg, meets the approval of many of the 
Republicans thruout the Territory. 
 Mr. Rustgard has been well-schooled for the 
judicial position.  He was U.S. District Attorney at 
Nome, Alaska, for a number of years as well as 
mayor in its halcyon days.  He has been elected to 
a number of responsible offices in the past, ands 
has always taken an intense interest  in party 
affairs.  His appointment gives rise to the hopes 
that at last factions are united and that a man 
qualified within the party has something to look 
forward to in rewards and honors from his fellow 
citizens and party. 
 In vacating the office of Attorney General Mr. 
Rustgard will leave a vacancy for Governor Geo. A. 
Parks to fill. 
 Delegate Wickersham has signified his intention 
to again become a candidate to head the party 
ticket in the Territory.  Up to the present time the 
Delegate has been active in party affairs and his 
endorsement of men recommended is meeting with 
general satisfaction.  Probably for the first time in 
history, Mr. Wickersham will find the party solidly 
behind his candidacy. 

Diary 40, 1931 
November 11 

-11th – 
Armistice Day - working in the office as usual.  
Gov. Parks finally endorsed B. G. Grant for 
Postmaster at Wrangell, and the Department 
informed us today that Grant was appointed - 
notwithstanding the protest of a group of Wrangell 
business men.  The protest was not against Gran, 
but in favor of Stedman. However, the P.O. Dept. 
was set on removing Stedman and there was no 



way to get the Dept. to withdraw their objections 
and permit Stedman to continue in the office, so it 
is Grant!  I am glad it is! 
Grace will go to Albany N.Y. in the morning to look 
up her old family history, study its genealogy & get 
more facts on her own connection with the New 
York Vroomans. 

Diary 40, 1931 
November 11 

11 
[clipping follows] 

The STROLLER’S WEEKLY 
Republican in Politics 

PUBLISHED EVERY FRIDAY 
J.L. Gray                    H.B. Selby 

Gray & Selby, Editor 
WICKERSHAM’S CANDIDACY 

 The announcement by Hon. James Wickersham, 
through the columns of Stroller’s that he will be a 
candidate in the Republican primaries in April to 
succeed himself as Delegate to Congress from 
Alaska, cannot but cause the party leaders to feel 
gratified over the placing at the head of the ticket 
so illustrious and able a man as Judge 
Wickersham.  His name will undoubtedly give the 
Republicans added strength and swing a large 
number of independent voters to the Republican 
column. 
 For some weeks Stroller’s has felt that Mr. 
Wickersham should announce his candidacy, as 
his continued silence nullified the efforts of local 
party leaders to call a convention for the purpose of 
discussing political problems and formulating a 
ticket.  This paper has contended that Mr. 
Wickersham was the logical candidate for the 
position in case he desired the office.  His record 
as delegate has been a most excellent one and his 
campaign promises to work for the whole of Alaska 
have been faithfully and impartially kept.  No 
Alaskan has appealed to Mr. Wickersham for 
assistance, that he has not complied with his 
request, were it possible to do so.  He has kept in 
touch with his constituents through a series of 
excellent news letters, which have given Alaskans 
all the items of interest transpiring at the Nation’s 
capital. 

 While it is somewhat early to make campaign 
promises, the Stroller’s is whole-heartedly for Mr. 
Wickersham, believing him to be the best man the 
party can pick to fill the important position of 
delegate to Congress.  This paper will try and work 
harmoniously with him for the good of the party and 
the advancement of Alaska. 

-11th . continued - 
I have carefully prepared a Bill to Create a 
Supreme Court in Alaska - handed it to Clerk of 
House today, who will have it printed & ready for 
Congress when it meets. 
 The House of R. is so evenly balanced that while 
it was Republican by one majority a month ago, by 
death & a loss of one in the election etc. it is now 
Democratic by two majority - a teter board! 

Diary 40, 1931 
November 12-14 

-12th – 
Grace left this morning for 10 days visit to 
Schenectady, N.Y. & vicinity - to study the 
genealogy of the Vrooman family - her 
Revolutionary ancestors. 

-13th – 
Letter from Grace - she arrived at Albany N.Y. & 
put up at the Ten Eyck Hotel - O.K.  Wrote to her 
tonight.  She had three hours in New York, visited 
the N.Y. Library & thinks N.Y. is quite a big town! 

-14th - 
Spent the day writing an article for the Cordova 
Review - Lt. Holmes, the oldest brother of W.H. 
Holmes my Texas-Alaska friend in the office - 
wants some assistance & I’ll act on Monday. 

Diary 40, 1931 
November 15 

-15th – 
Sunday.  Spent the day writing an article for 
publication in the Cordova Annual Review - on the 
Alaska Railroad in answer to the Howell Report. 
Several letters and telegrams from Anchorage 
asking me to assist Harry Morton in securing 
legislation, etc.  Expect him here any hour!  I ought 
to kick him out of the office but Steel insists on 
calmness - which is probably the best thing to do! 
but he will get a damn cold reception.  He is utterly 
irresponsible & is coming to annoy & hinder & to 
make up a political story to fight me with the next 
election.  I shall be very careful - & discreet, & 
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watchful. 

Diary 40, 1931 
November 16 

-16th - 
I finished an article for publication in the Cordova 
Times Annual Review.  Called with Will Steel & 
interviewed Admiral Cheatham, at the Navy Dept. 
about certifying Lt. John H. Holmes, U.S. Naval 
accountant for promotion but got no results & so 
notified him.  He is the older brother of my friend 
W.L. Holmes, of Texas, but formerly of Alaska, who 
asked me to undertake the touch.  The Lt. will, 
however, be given another examination in January 
& I think will then pass. 
Recd. another letter from Grace - she is at 
Schenectady N.Y. & is visiting the old homes of her 
ancestors - the Vroomans & enjoying it. 

Diary 40, 1931 
November 17 

-17th - 
Steel got out his weekly News Letter to the Alaska 
papers, and friends, in the more distant districts.  It 
gives them the weekly Alaska news that comes to 
this office, and many write their thanks & others 
ask us to send it to them.  It is also good political 
propaganda.  News from Alaska looks like Zeigler 
& Grigsby, both of Ketchikan may have a contest 
between them, at the April primary for the 
Democratic nomination for the office of Delegate.  
We are being overrun with letters, petitions, etc. 
from Alaska about the thousand & one wants of the 
people.  Steel is an excellent assistant - he knows 
what to do & how to do it - & does it! 

Diary 40, 1931 
November 18-19 

-18th – 
Same as usual - much Alaska mail & many trips to 
the Departments - Wrote to Grace - in Albany, N.Y. 

-19th - 
Have written letter to Mrs. Martin Harrais, 
McCarthy informing her that I intend to introduce a 
bill to repeal the Alaska Bone Dry law, because the 
courts have held so many of its provisions have 
been repealed by the Volstead Act - a latter Act of 
Congress. 
Prepared a bill today to amend the Ak Fishery laws 
to prevent the forfeiture Indian & other Alaska fish 
boats until the owner or operator is first tried & 

convicted -The Paul Contempt case grew out of 
one of the bad cases. 

Diary 40, 1931 
November 20-21 

-20th – 
Busy writing letters to Alaskans who want too many 
things done at once! 
Telegram from Grace to send her fifty dollars so 
she can come home - on second thought sent it!! 

-21st - 
Preparing Bills - to be introduced in Congress - 
One establishing a Supreme Court, etc. 
Grace got back home tonight - she visited Albany, 
Schenectady & other adjacent places looking up 
her old Dutch ancestors – the Vroomans.  She 
seems to have greatly enjoyed the trip, & gathered 
“atmosphere” & much data bout the living families 
of whom there yet remain a number. 

Diary 40, 1931 
November 22-23 

-22nd – 
Have had a bad day with a spell of mild ptomaine 
poisoning. 

-23rd - 
After consultation with Dan Sutherland I have this 
day written a letter to Winfield Ervin, cashier 1st 
Nat. Bank of Anchorage in answer to a letter from 
him & telegram from other Anchorage people 
telling me they are sending Harry J. Morton on to 
assist me in securing the passage of a public 
building for that town & reduced railroad rates.  I 
roundly denounce their action & Harry Morton - but 
insist that I will do what I can for them - both 
matters & ask that my letters be published! 

Diary 40, 1931 
November 24 

-Nov. 24- 
Just received word that Tom Marquam committed 
suicide by shooting somewhere in N.Y.  Poor, 
foolish Tom - he wasted a life and a mind that 
might have made the world better instead of worse! 
Went over this afternoon & had a long and quite 
satisfactory talk with Senator Howell about the 
Alaska railroad - he is not enthusiastic about 
Alaska or its railroad! 
Have just received a letter from Wm L. Paul, my 
former Indian lawyer friend withdrawing his 
friendship etc. because I refused to send him 
$600.00!  Billy is a natural grafter!! I answered - but 



said nothing - Will talk to him when I come home 
etc. 

Diary 40, 1931 
November 25-26 

-25th – 
Have prepared a Bill authorizing the Sec. of the 
Treasury to purchase block 8 in Juneau, as an 
addition to the capitol site!  Also working on other 
bills which I will introduce. 

-26th - 
Busy preparing bills for House on Alaska matters, - 
have a dozen to hand to the Clerk for early printing 
tomorrow morning. 
Thanksgiving Day. & Grace & I have both enjoyed 
it, good turkey dinner at George Washington Inn. 
The hotel is filling up & begins to look homelike & 
cheerful.  The Democrats are specially thankful - 
they now have enough votes to organize the 
House. 

Diary 40, 1931 
November 27-28 

-27th – 
Handed in to the Clerk of the house a dozen or 
more bills which I have prepared to be introduced 
in Congress in Alaska matters.  The last one 
prepared today was a bill to allow the entry of Fur 
Farming Homesteads in Alaska.  Among others a 
bill to repeal the Alaska Bone Dry law, the law 
limiting the locations of placer mines, a bill to 
create a Supreme Court, and others. 

-28th - 
Harry F. Morton, of Anchorage, called at my office 
today - I refused to shake hands with him - 
because, as I told him, it would show that I was 
glad to see him, and approved is coming here to 
“butt in” on my labors as delegate, etc. I told him I 
did not approve his 

Diary 40, 1931 
November 28 

28 
his appearing here to meddle in my efforts to 
Secure the public building for Anchorage or to 
reduce the rates on the Alaska railroad, and that I 
did not want him around my office.  He protested 
that I could not take sides between the Ketchikan 
and Anchorage buildings, while he could do so: he 
went out with the distinct understanding that I 
would do what I could for Anchorage & the 
Ketchikan buildings and the railroad - but that I 

would not appear as his representative in any way.  
I am afraid he will do much harm to Anchorage & 
the projects he tries to represent - he will also 
damn me 

Diary 40, 1931 
November 28 

28 
politically & may do me much harm in that way, 
also. - he may set the people of Anchorage against 
me - but I have to take that chance - any way I 
wont have him bothering me or my work. 
The papers today give an account of the death of 
R.S. Ryan - “Dick” - in his wifes home in West 
Virginia.  Dick was in Nome when I first knew him - 
was Pres. of the Controller Bay Ry a Coal Co. 
corporations, etc. and was a familiar figure around 
Washington about the time of the Ballinger-Pinchot 
investigation in 1910, etc.  He wrote the famous 
“Dick to Dick” letter to Sec. Ballinger at that time. 

Diary 40, 1931 
November 29-30 

-29th – 
Sunday - nothing much - Mary Adeline Schmedlen, 
Graces nice, took dinner with us - she’s a fine girl. 

-30th - 
Attended the Republican House Caucus.  A fight 
between Snell of New York and Tilson of 
Connecticut resulted in Snell’s victory: Since it is 
known the Democrats have a majority in the House 
& will elect Garner speaker, the fight between Snell 
& Tilson then turned on which one of them shall be 
the minority leader - The Republican caucus in 
February had elected Tilson - but Snells friends 
determined to supplant Tilson with Snell, and that 
fight will come this week. 

Diary 40, 1931 
November 30- 
December 1 

-30th – 
Col. Wood, Architect, was in today - he may get the 
work on the Ketchikan building - he says it may get 
in the Budget list - that anchorage building will not! 

-Decr. 1st - 
[clipping] 

Fail to Find McHaney 
Party of 15 Men From Buckley Search 

Last Sunday Without Success 
 Efforts on the part of 15 members of the Buckley 
Eagles to find the body of Robert McHaney on 
Huckleberry mountain last Sunday proved futile.  
The men left Buckley early Sunday morning and 



Alaska State Library – Historical Collections                                                                                                                    Diary of James Wickersham  
MS 107 BOX 6  DIARY 40                                                                                                                                                      May 16, 1930- through December 31, 1931 

joined the forest rangers at the mountain and made 
a thorough search of the places not covered 
before.  G.A.G. Dovell, who was with McHaney on 
the trip when he strayed away, accompanied them. 
 The men made a thorough and extensive search 
of all the trails that McHaney might have taken but 
no trace of him could be found.  Local citizens have 
come to the conclusion that his body never will he 
found, unless someone stumbles upon it by 
accident. 
 
Poor Uncle Bob - I am vary sorry about his death in 
the mountains - but he so loved the - forests and 
hills and if we only knew that his death was not one 
of lingering and long suffering it would not be so 
hard.  I am writing to cousin Maud McHaney asking 

Diary 40, 1931 
December 1-2 

1 
her to have an attorney at Buckley notify me what 
judgments stand out against Harry - Sent Harry ten 
dollars & for fear he would not accept it I made it as 
a payment on rent for storing some books in his 
outhouse - Also sent Maud & Nellie $10.00 for 
Christmas. 

-2nd - 
People of Wrangell criticising me for the removal of 
Stedman as postmaster - but that removal was 
wholly departmental & I did not know anything 
about it until it was done!  I am trying to get their 
minds at ease on the matter. Nothing else of 
importance - busy with work. 

Diary 40, 1931 
December 2 

2 
[clipping] 

Cordova Daily Times-Saturday, November 14, 
1931 

WICKERSHAM’S CANDIDACY 
 The Announcement by Hon. James Wickersham 
that he will be a candidate in the Republican 
primaries in April to succeed himself as Delegate to 
Congress from Alaska, cannot but cause the party 
leaders to feel gratified over the placing at the head 
of the ticket so illustrious and able a man as Judge 
Wickersham.  His name will undoubtedly give the 
Republicans added strength and swing a large 
number of independent voters to the Republican 

column. 
 For some weeks Stroller’s has felt that Mr. 
Wickersham should announce his candidacy, as 
his continued silence nullified the efforts of local 
party leaders to call a convention for the purpose of 
discussing political problems and formulating a 
ticket.  This paper has contended that Mr. 
Wickersham was the logical candidate for the 
position in case he desired the office.  His record 
as delegate has been a most excellent one and his 
campaign promises to work for the whole of Alaska 
have been faithfully and impartially kept.  No 
Alaskan has appealed to Mr. Wickersham for 
assistance, that he has not complied with his 
request, were it possible to do so.  He has kept in 
touch with his constituents through a series of 
excellent news letters, which have given Alaskans 
all the items of interest transpiring at the Nation’s 
capital. 
 While it is somewhat early to make campaign 
promises, The Stroller’s is whole-heartedly for Mr. 
Wickersham, believing him to be the best man the 
party can pick to fill the important position of 
delegate to Congress.  This paper will try and work 
harmoniously with him for the good of the party and 
the advancement of Alaska.-Stroller’s Weekly, 
Juneau. 

Diary 40, 1931 
December 3 

-3d- 
Wrote a long letter to the Chamber of Commerce of 
Fairbanks giving a legal opinion on act of the 
Legislature in regard to the right of the Town 
Council to create a municipal magistrate & give him 
civil jurisdiction.  I held the Territorial Legislature 
had power to act in the matter & refused to ask 
Congress to do so as it would take away the power 
of the Legislature which I did not wish to do. 
Called on Senator Jones today & he promised to 
aid me in the matter of two public buildings - and 
see Sisson - Asst. Atty Genl. and urge him to give 
me the naming of some of the Alaska 
appointments. 

Diary 40, 1931 
December 4 

-4th - 
I prepared copy of the bill which Dan Sutherland 
introduced at my request in the last session to 



allow the Indians of S.E. Alaska to bring suit in the 
court of claims to recover the fair value of their 
hunting grounds & homes, etc. and sent it over to 
Senator Frazier, of N. Dakota who will introduce it 
for me - in the Senate.  It will go to the Committee 
on Indian affairs of which Senator Frazier is 
chairman - He also promises to go to Alaska as 
soon as convenient & investigate their affairs.  He 
wishes me to introduce the bill in the house.  I will 
do so or get some Democrat to do it for me. 

Diary 40, 1931 
December 5 

-5th - 
Colonel Ohlson, Manager of the Alaska Railroad 
called today - we discussed the Railroad - rates, 
etc. briefly.  He will come back & explain the rate 
situation to me later. 
Recd. a letter from Englund, a lawyer at Enumclaw 
about the sale of Harrys land at Buckly - I 
answered saying I had no interest in or claim to the 
land and referred him to Harry.  I sent Harry his 
letter & advised him to ask $300. per acre & if he 
leased to get some attorney to examine the lease 
for him so he would not be overreached.  Englund 
said they could not get Harry to do anything - he 
refused to deal with them. 

Diary 40, 1931 
December 6 

-6th - 
Sunday - Worked in the office as usual 
I have received a copy of C.L. Andrew’s new book, 
“The Story of Alaska,” published by Lowman & 
Hanford Co. Seattle, and examined it somewhat.  It 
should have been entitled a “History of Alaska,” for 
it is the best history of the Territory we have.  It is 
not satisfactory even as a History more on account 
of the want of proper headings, than for want of 
material.  If it had been given the form of a history it 
would have passed very creditably as such - and 
would have made a good book of history in Alaska 
schools where an Alaska History is much needed. 

Diary 40, 1931 
December 7-9 

-7th – 
72nd Congress convened today. 
Garner, Democrat, of Texas elected speaker.  Was 
myself sworn in as Delegate from Alaska.  Met 
many old friends whom I knew ten years ago when 
I retired from Congress. 

-8th – 

Col. Otto F. Ohlson, Manager. Alaska railroad is in 
the city - called we talked over matters relating to 
the road, etc.  Secretary Wilbur declines to take 
any part in the matter of rates - I fear the President 
is not enthusiastic! 

-9th - 
Signed lease for 8 years to John & wife for my 
dairy ranch at Tacoma. 
Better than none.  Grace had a dinner 

Diary 40, 1931 
December 9 

9 
party last evening at the Shoreham Hotel - guests 
Mr. & Mrs. M.H. Thatcher, M.C. from Kentucky - 
Major Malcolm Elliott, U.S.A. & Pres. Alaska Road 
Com. Mr. & Mrs. Davis & Mifs Margaret Green, 
sister of Mrs. R.F. Robertson, of Juneau.  It was an 
enjoyable party.  Mrs. Davis told me she had just 
received a letter from Mrs. W.F. Thompson, 
Fairbanks, complaining & threatening her with a 
suit for her chapter on W.F. in “We Are Alaskans.”  
I am surprised at that for I thought the chapter 
highly friendly to W.F.!  Copies of my Bills are 
coming to the office from the public printer. 

Diary 40, 1931 
December 10-12 

-10th – 
Congress is at work on organization. 

-11th – 
Working actively to cover the many needs of 
Alaska with bills for Congress. 
John L. Steele, Jack, Facy, Oscar Breedman & 
others called.  Grace attended her first function at 
the Congressional Club - run by Congressional 
ladies.  She enjoyed it, & met many new friends. 

-12th - 
Other Alaskans in the office today.   
We are busy trying to get all our Alaska bills 
introduced & printed. 
Albright, of the National Park Service was in today 
seeking to get me 

Diary 40, 1931 
December 12-13 

12 
to introduce a bill to extend the boundaries of the 
Mt. McKinley Park to include Wonder Lake & an 
area between the Alaska Railroad & the present 
eastern park lines - I agree to do so. 
Recd. letter from Sec. of War, approving my 
suggestion that the Govt. hold & administer the 
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telegraph service. 
-13th - 

Mrs. Mary Lee Davis & her husband spent an hour 
in my office in relation to the threat of Mrs. W.F. 
Thompson of Fairbanks to sue her for damages for 
the publication of that Chapter in her recent book 
entitled “We are Alaskans” - which chap. is entitled 
“The Old Printer” - pp. 132-158. 

Diary 40, 1931 
December 13 

13 
Mrs. Thompson has written to Mrs. Davis 
demanding that she withdraw that Chap. apologize 
for publishing it, etc. on threat of a suit.  Mrs. Davis 
read me a long letter in answer, in which she 
declines to withdraw, and defends her position.  It 
is a most remarkable letter - better, I think, than the 
Chapter which Mrs. T. thinks damages the memory 
of “The Old Printer.”  I advised her first to let her 
publisher read the letter before she sends it to Mrs. 
T. & if he consents to send it as an explanation & 
defense of the book.  Of course some person with 
a narrow view of life & old “W. F.” is encouraging. 
Mrs. T. to raise the row - I do not think she has any 
case against Mrs. Davis. 

Diary 40, 1931 
December 14-19 

-14th – 
Prepared 3 more Alaska bills today.  Work in the 
office same as usual. 
Grace had Mrs. Steel, Mrs. Ladd (Wills sister) and 
Mrs.                to lunch & cards at the 
Congressional Club.  Rep. Beck. of Penn. made a 
first rate speech in the House today on the duty of 
Congress to support the President in the exercise 
of his executive powers in foreign matters. 

-19th - 
Have been laid up at my hotel for four days with an 
Attack of Flu - sick & cross as a bear.  Had poor 
Grace crying - because I was so cross - but better 
today & saw the Doctor [?]. 
Had my teeth ex rayed & 

Diary 40, 1931 
December 19-20 

19 
may find trouble there! but general examinations 
good. 
Grace sending out Christmas Cards & presents - 
sorry I was so bad - but I felt worse! 

-20th - 

Learned today that Harry & Mrs. Morton left today 
for home!!  I imagine they called him home when 
they got my letter saying the situation of the public 
building bill, rates on the R. Ry. etc. anyway it is a 
relief to be rid of him - but they (he and Mahala) got 
a fine trip to N.Y. & Washington at the expense of 
their sucker friends.  I am glad I threw them out as I 
did! 
Now let Harry “holler” if he wants to! 

Diary 40, 1931 
December 21-11 

-21st – 
The Alaska papers today contain an account of the 
death of Edward M. Stackpole - 19 years of age - 
whom I appointed principal for the Annapolis 
Military Academy.  His examination was set for 
February.  He was a fine young man & I am very 
sorry to hear of his death. 

-22nd - 
Called on Senator Howell, of Nebraska, and sought 
to get him to introduce my bill to construct a coal 
bunker in connection with the Alaska Railroad in 
the Senate!  But he refused to do so and declared 
his opposition.  I am disappointed in him - he is a 
small minded man! 

Diary 40, 1931 
December 23-25 

-23rd – 
Sent telegram to Kettleson, Supt. Pioneer’s Home, 
Sitka, conveying Christmas Greetings to Old 
Pioneers at the Home & instructing him to give 
them a “big smoke” & send bill to me. 

-24th – 
As usual at work in the office. 
At work trying to get all my proposed bills ready to 
introduce on Jan. 4, when Congress reconvenes, 
so thereafter I may have my full time for hearings 
and pushing bills in the House. 

-25th - 
Christmas Day.  We had 10 oclock breakfast with 
Mrs. Hatcher - called 
on the Duhamels & had Miss Green and Miss 
Hardy to dinner! 

Diary 40, 1931 
December 26 

-26th – 
Col. Ohlson, Mgr. Alaska Railroad & Dan 
Sutherland in the office today & we spent 2 or 3 
hours talking Alaska.  Wrote letters to Darrell & 
Graces brother - the later in Barcelona, Spain. 



-27th – 
Sunday - warm & pleasant.  Nothing - writing 
letters to Alaska. 

-28th - 
The Empire, Juneau, while generally friendly has 
an editorial in the last paper criticising me for 
refusing to let Harry Morton use me and my office 
on his trip to Washington.  The Anchorage paper, 
however, prints my letter without criticism & I think 
the general result will be to my advantage.  
Certainly would repeat in the same case. 

Diary 40, 1931 
December 29-30 

-29th – 
Prepared outline of a Bill giving the Legislature of 
Alaska power over fisheries, animals and birds - to 
Take effect in 1935!  If enacted (which it will 
probably not be) it would do away with the control 
of the Bureau of Fisheries & the U.S. Game 
Commission.  Anyway it is a compliance with my 
platform pledge & is good politics. 

-30th - 
Major Malcolm Elliott, Pres. Alaska Road 
Commission called - we talked over appropriations 
for his work -in bad shape.  Congressman Rankin 
called - assured me of his support for Alaska bills, 
and thinks the Democratic House will assist me to 
the limit. Sounds good! 

Diary 40, 1931 
December 31 

-Dec. 31- 1931 - 
Ernest Walker Sawyer, of the Sec. of Interior’s 
office & Col. Ohlson came in to talk about Alaska 
appropriations etc.  Alaska is cut heavily in the new 
budget & in some things altogether too much.  For 
instance the two Alaska Agri. Experiment Stations 
are entirely cut off - that one at Fairbanks & the 
one at Matanuska.  I am to go and consult with the 
Secretary of Agriculture on Monday & if he will 
assist I will try to get the Appropriation Committee 
to restore a small sum for both of these places. 
Col. Ohlson went to call on Simmons, 

Diary 40, 1931 
December 31 

31 
Congressman from Nebraska, who was in Alaska 
this summer - and reported that Simmons seemed 
to be unfriendly because of the number 
of Federal officials in Alaska.  Ohlson thinks he is 
gathering data to make a speech on Alaska.  The 

Treasury Department is making me a carefully pre-
pared statement showing all expenditures made by 
the Government in Alaska since 1869, and all 
receipts, & I intend to use that data in the defense 
of the Territory. 
The end of this book & the year 1931 - New Year 
Begins Tomorrow 
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Diary 41, 1932 
January 1 

A green holiday - no snow & some rain - mild 
It looks to me as if Senator Howell of Nebraska, 

has a decided slant of enmity toward Alaska.  As 
chairman of a Senate Committee to investigate the 
Alaska Railroad - he will cost Alaska great trouble 
and loss of appropriations, etc.  Now I learn that 
Simmons, Congressman from Nebraska, 
may also make a big speech against Alaska - it 
seems that Col. Ohlson, of the Alaska Railroad 
refused (or did not) give Simmons free 
transportation on the Ry. etc. and that may account 
for his spleen - I just wonder what it cost the Govt. 
for the U.S. destroyers the Wasmuth & Perry, to 
take Howell, Kendrick, & Thomas to Alaska and 
return, - 2 vessels for 4 men!! 

Diary 41, 1932 
January 2 

We are leaving the George Washington Inn on 
Monday & will take rooms in the new building on 
Maryland Ave.  The Inn is too expensive & 
generally unsatisfactory. 
 I am preparing to introduce some additional 
Alaska Bills on Monday - one to grant the 
legislature power over Fish & Game, another giving 
Commissioner & Ex officio Justice, Probate Judge, 
etc. a salary. 
Mrs. Jeanette P. Nichols & her husband called - 
she wrote “Alaska, a history of first half century 
under the U.S. rule,” etc  Her husband has just had 
published a Biography of Franklin Pierce, etc. 
which I must read. 

Diary 41, 1932 
January 3 

A bumptious telegram from the Territorial Chamber 
of Commerce at Juneau, evidently written by 
Whittier received today - answered it as mildly as 
skimmed milk - and will pay no attention to his 
nonsense. 
 Mine host, the proprietor of the George 
Washington Inn, called at the office to protest 
against our leaving his badly conducted hotel.  I 
told him we could get better accommodations etc. 
for less money & were leaving him for that reason.  

He was angry - but failed to state any reason to 
cause me to change my mind.  Grace has not liked 
his hotel on account of bad food etc but I did not 
tell him that.  She had to set pans on the floor by 
her bed two nights ago to catch the rain as it 
dropped from the ceiling! 

Diary 41, 1932 
January 4 

Congress convened again today! 
Conferred with Jardine, chief officer of Experiment 
Stations about holding the Matanuska Experiment 
Station. - Also interviewed sub-Committee 
Appropriation Com. - am to be heard Jany 14 - on 
notice.  Notified to attend meeting Committee on 
Territories tomorrow at 10 a.m. on hearings of 
Alaska Bills. 
 Grace moved us today from the George 
Washington Inn to rooms 310 at 110. Maryland 
Ave. N.E.  She is pleased with new quarters. 

Diary 41, 1932 
January 5 

My real work in Congress has now begun - it is to 
get the Committees having Alaska bills in charge to 
consider the arguments in their favor & to make 
favorable reports & pass the bills.  Today the 
Committee on the Territories gave its time to 
Hawaiian matters, though I got a brief hearing on 
the bill to 
build a coal bunker at Seward - & finally send copy 
to the Sec. of the Interior with request for his views 
thereon.  I also wrote him a letter with copy of the 
bill urging a favorable report by next Tuesday when 
I will be heard more fully. 
Tomorrow I am to be heard by the Com. on Indian 
Affairs on the Indian land bill. 
 Grace & I are now in our new rooms in the 
Maryland Ave hotel, & we are settled quite 
comfortably. 

Diary 41, 1932 
January 6 

Attended hearing before Sub Committee of Agri. in 
Appro. Com. & testified strongly in favor of 
monitoring the Matanuska Experiment Station. 
Col. Ohlson called & now suggests that the 
Railroad Com. has money enough to construct the 
Cordova bunkers – that he now approves that 
project! etc.  I asked him if the Interior Dept. Sec. 
Wilbur would make that report in answer to my 
letter & Committee’s inquiry - he said they would!  I 
dont believe him? 



 I called & talked with Sisson, Asst. Atty. Genl. 
about appointments - just talk - no determination.  
Sisson agreed to support my bill for a supreme 
court in Alaska! & suggested that might help us out 
in the matter of appointments!! 
Well, we’ll see. 

Diary 41, 1932 
January 7 

Prepared & sent my Declaration as Candidate for 
Delegate at the Primary Election to the Auditor of 
Alaska - with $40.00 
Recd. telegram this morning: 
  Kodiak Alaska, Jan. 6, ‘32  
Hon. James Wickersham, Delegate from 
Alaska, Washington, D.C. 
I am directed by Kodiak Republican Club to advise 
you that its platform adopted Jany fourth contains 
following - quote 
We approve and stand for those principles and 
territorial policies as promulgated and advocated 
by our Delegate in Congress James Wickersham 
and we stand for his continuance in office - 
unquote - with you in your efforts to repeal placer 
mining laws. 
  W. J. Erskine, Sec. 

Diary 41, 1932 
January 8 

At work examining the codes of Cal. Oregon & 
Washington- & drafting a bill, based on the laws of 
those States, to prevent non-residents from fishing 
in the waters of Alaska.  I have drafted two forms of 
such a bill & will later decide which one to 
introduce. Both Washington & Oregon have 
stringent laws along that line & so far they have 
stood the test - while Wash & Oregon fishermen 
invade Alaska waters in great numbers each 
fishing season  An Alaska fisherman would not be 
allowed to fish in either State! 

Diary 41, 1932 
January 9 

Purchases a new ready-made suit of clothes - pair 
of shoes - slippers, overcoat, shirts etc. - bill 
$119.35  Needed them very much. 
 Grace attended a luncheon given by Mrs. Steel - 
Wills stepmother - at the Carlton Hotel, today.  She 
met Mrs. Hyde, wife of Sec. of Agriculture - whom 
she has met before & whom she admires very 
much & other ladies. 

Diary 41, 1932 
January 10 

Midday dinner with the Davis (Mary Lee & 
husband) at the Parrot Restaurant. 
We had a good feast and spent two pleasant hours 
with the Davis' talking about Fairbanks, books, etc.  
Mary Lee told me that Endicott, (she sent her 
“Attic” to each & every member of Congress called 
on her & talked to her very seriously about court 
officials in Fairbanks - who Judge Clegg was, his 
fitness for the judgeship, his character etc. and 
also about other Alaskan officials. 
Endicott is a very intimate friend of Hoover's, - also 
Mrs. Davis is quite intimate with the President & 
Mrs. H-  I reached the conclusion that probably 
Endicott has been asked to interview Mrs. Davis!! 
although she did not mention it. 

Diary 41, 1932 
January 11 

Attended meeting Com. on Merchant Marine Radio 
& Fisheries - Com. is organizing investigation 
Shipping Board & will probably neglect other 
matters. 
Getting Bills, data, etc. for hearing before Com. on 
Territories tomorrow.  Big mail from Alaska - some 
politics - not bad - not good - Democrats working 
hard!  My friends organizing slowly - but 
organizing. 
Looks as if the Paul Brothers, who have great 
influence with the Indian vote are working against 
me. 
 Grace has card game on tonight. 
Mr. & Mrs. Chalmers, former congressman from 
Ohio & Marvin Jones, M.C. Texas. 

Diary 41, 1932 
January 12 

Finished reading “The Great Meadow” by Eliz. 
Madox Roberts.  I can see my great grandmother & 
Sampson, enroute from Kennett Square, Penn. in 
about 1780 - to Harrodsburg Kentucky as the 
heroine of the Great Meadow. 

Diary 41, 1932 
January 13 

Wrote the Report Committee on Territories, to be 
made by Kemp. M.C. on the Petersburg Bond Bill. 
We attended a reception to President Hoover given 
by the womens Congressional Club, at Club, 
tonight.  It was a splendid function - & a great 
crowd.  As I passed Mrs. Hoover I asked her if she 
still had her Alaska dog - Yukon.  She replied 
“Yes.”  Will ask Will to make an item about it in his 
weekly News Letter to Alaska. 
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Diary 41, 1932 
January 14 

Capt. Wallace Langley, river Captain on the Yukon 
& Kuskokwim rivers called - his wife is at the 
Raleigh.  Gave him a Card to the House galleries. 
W.H. Terhune, chief of the Alaska Game 
Commission, from Juneau is in the city - called at 
the office.  Is here to oppose the setting apart of 
Admiralty Island for a “Grizzly Bear Reservation”!!  
Some New York Big Game men are advocating the 
measure.  I am opposed to the scheme and will 
assist Terhune in his contest against it.  If the 
President makes the reservation I will introduce a 
bill to declare the reservation dissolved & not 
subject to any future order by the President for that 
use!  There are other plans for legislation against 
these big game “hogs” that may interest them - 
also. 

Diary 41, 1932 
January 15 

Bishop Peter T. Row, Episcopal Bishop of Alaska, 
accompanied by Dr. Burke, of Fort Yukon, called & 
we discussed the Yukon River fishery matter. 
They agree with 0-Malley to open fishing on the 
Yukon for this year, but upon O'Malley's promise 
that if fishing depletes the fish dangerously it will be 
closed hereafter. 
Conference with Keating, Ed. “Labor” & 
Farquahrson, Employes Union etc. 
Spent an hour – they will redraft the bill which 
Barndollar gave me. 
 A Mrs. Triggy - nee Vrooman, from Middlebury, 
N.Y. a distant relative of Graces took dinner with 
us. 
We are to have dinner with Capt. & Mrs. Wallace 
Langley -Monday. 
They are to invite the O'Malleys also. 

Diary 41, 1932 
January 16 

Had a conference with Postmaster General Brown 
about my standing! 
He was friendly - asked me if I had talked to the 
President - I said No - or Newton, the Presidents 
Sec - No, again.  I showed him my platform 
pledging support to the President, etc.  He then 
said he would look into the matter! 
But I am determined to call & talk to the President 
about the matter the first of next week!  If I can get 
the Presidents approval it will enable me to get 
some influence in appointments. If not - ? 

 My bill on the Petersburg Bonds was favorably 
reported to the House today - my first one! 

Diary 41, 1932 
January 17 

Grace & I called on Major & Mrs. Goethals, 3105 
Cathedral Ave. N.W.  He was in charge of the 
Alaska Road Commission for two or three years & 
is very loyal to Alaska.  He was the Engineer 
Officer in the Washington City Govt - but last fall 
took sick & is still confined to his room.  He was 
glad to see us - Mrs. Goethals is a handsome 
young woman & they have two beautiful tow-
headed girls. 

Diary 41, 1932 
January 18 

Spent most of the day before the Senate 
Committee on Conservation of Wild Life 
Resources:  Mr. John M. Holzworth, presented the 
plan of-reserving Admiralty Is. as a Sanctuary for 
Grizzly Bear - and the Forest Service, the Alaska 
Game Commission & I objected – we gave 
testimony in opposition - but John M.H. struggled 
earnestly - I think the Committee is with us. 
Grace & I take dinner with Capt & Mrs. Langley at 
the Raleigh Hotel at 7 this evening. 

Diary 41, 1932 
January 19 

Petersburg Bond Bill, H. Report No. 99: Juneau 
Bill, H. Rept. 170.102 
Made date to see President Hoover tomorrow at 
11:15 a.m. at which I intend to try to get him to give 
me better recognition than he did Dan Sutherland - 
who had a bitter personal quarrel with him!  Will try 
to convince him that I will support his 
Administration & have fairly organized the 
Republican party in Alaska.  The Indian Rights 
Assoc. of Philadelphia, through a Mr. Sniffen, its 
President, is starting a fight on the Lomen control 
of the courts & reindeer herds, etc. at Nome.  He 
came in & talked the matter over with me! 
told him I just keep out of it. He is filing charges 
against Judge Lomen! 

Diary 41, 1932 
January 20 

Called & had a very friendly talk with President 
Hoover.  Showed him my last years platform - 
supporting him & his administration - told him about 
postmasters & other appointments & he said he 
would arrange it so I would have the usual rights & 
that he would not assist me in any way if 
Sutherland was included!  Assured him that I was 



free & would work with his representatives friendly 
etc.  He is bitter toward Sutherland.  Also saw 
Richey, his secretary & had perfectly friendly talk 
along same lines & received from him same 
promises of friendly treatment.  House working on 
Agri. App. Bill - Alaska items. 

Diary 41, 1932 
January 21 

[clipping] 
. . The  . . 

PRESIDENT'S DAY 
At the Executive Offices 

Jan. 20, 1932 
 9 a.m.-Senator Couzens (Rep.), of Michigan, 
called to discuss radio matters. 
 9:30 a.m.-Senator Reed (Rep.), of Pennsylvania, 
called.  Subject of conference not announced. 
 10 a.m.-Senator Lewis (Dem.), of Illinois, called 
to submit names of six Illinois, judges for 
appointment to the Supreme Court of the United 
States. 
 11:15 a.m.-Representative Rogers (Rep.), of 
Great Falls, Mont., called to present a group of 
northern Montana cattlemen. 
 11:35 a.m.-Representative Tucker (Dem.), of 
Lexington, Va., called to submit a list of names of 
four persons for consideration in connection with 
the vacancy on the Supreme Court of the United 
States. 
 11:45 a.m.-Delegate Wickersham (Rep.), of 
Juneau, Alaska, called to discuss Alaskan 
problems. 
 
Spent all afternoon in the House listening to 
members making longwinded speeches for home 
consumption.  The Agricultural Appro. bill was 
before the Committee on the Whole House & I 
expected some one might say something about our 
Alaska items in the Bill - & I felt that I ought to be 
present to defend.  The bill comes up tomorrow for 
reading & amendments & I must be present to offer 
or defend an amendment in favor of the Matanuska 
Agri. station which was not put in the bill. 

Diary 41, 1932 
January 22 

Moved an amendment to the Agri. Appro. Bill in the 
House to provide appropriation to save the 
Matanuska Experiment Station - made a talk on the 

floor in support of my amendment - but the 
Democrats defeated it - because it was not in the 
Budget - and they will not permit any appropriation 
in excess of the Budget. 
They are determined to cut items even in the 
Budge[t] - to show a better record on Economy 
than the President, who approve d the Budget- 
mere politics! 
 Capt. Wallace Langley & wife left for New 
Orleans tonight. 

Diary 41, 1932 
January 23 

Com. on Flood Control approved my bill for 
maintenance of the Lowell (Seward) creek flume. 
 The Postmaster General sent for me today, and 
promised me the political control of Post office 
appointments in Alaska - he told me plainly that he 
expected me to get 2 Delegates for Hoover in the 
National Convention!!  I think there will be no 
trouble to do that - He asked me about Rasmussen 
- Candidate for Rep. Nat. Com. from Alaska & I 
approved him - mildly! 
 
Finished Alaska Bear Trails, by Harold McCracken 
-good description of bear life in Alaska 

Diary 41, 1932 
January 24 

Had a much needed long sleep this 'morning - until 
1.30 - Grace got up early and came to the office to 
do Vrooman genealogy 
I have prepared a brief on the legal points involved 
in respect to the implied repeal of the Alaska Bone 
Dry law which I got Congress to enact in 1917 by 
the Volstead Act of 1919, ready for presentation to 
the Committee on Territories on Tuesday - 
provided they will have a quorum, which I doubt - 
for the members fear to go into that controversial 
matter - I do not much care what they do - If the 
Democratic Committee will not act - tile Alaska 
Democrats cannot entice me!! 

Diary 41, 1932 
January 25 

Requested Chairman Williams of Com. on Ter. to 
have a stenographer take my statement in Bone 
Dry Appeal Bill tomorrow & print! 
He agreed - if we could get a quorum. 
 Will Steel had another interview with Sisson, 
Asst. Atty. General about judicial appointments in 
Alaska, the usual stuff - I will go myself - after 
conferring with O'Malley. 
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Political situation in Alaska as shown by Alaska 
papers - not bad!  The candidates for the 
Democratic nomination are fighting - so far no one 
is entering the contest against me. 
 I have just finished reading “The Great Meadow,” 
by Elisabeth Madox Roberts - the story of a bridal 
ride over Boones Trace to Kentucky in 1777 - my 
great grand mother made the trip as a bride to 
Harrodsburg, Ky, in 1780. 

Diary 41, 1932 
January 26 

Hearing before Committee on Territories on my bill 
No. 499, to repeal the Alaska Bone Dry Act, which I 
introduced & got passed by Congress in 1917. 
My argument was on the legal ground that it was 
repealed by the Volstead Act of 1919!  The 
Committee gave me plenty of time & I finished my 
statement in an hour.  Bishop Cannon, the head of 
the Anti-Saloon league & 
the attorney for the League present & got time to 
file a written answer & objections. 
 Grace & I attended Reception to the house of 
Representatives at the White House.  A very 
spectacular and dressy function - Grace likes 'em 
that way! 
Favorable action on Mt McKinley boundary bill 
today. 

Diary 41, 1932 
January 27 

Saw Sisson, Asst. Atty. Genl last night at the 
Reception - he told me the Dept. of Justice would 
not approve my bill for the creation of Alaska 
Supreme Court, - because of the proposed salary 
of $10,000. for the Chief Justice: 
He thought they might approve it if that official was 
dropped out & the court consisted only of the four 
district judges:  I am to see him soon & see if we 
can agree on a plan of that kind. 
Hon. Frank Murphy made a very fine talk about 
Alaska in the opening statements on the Dept. of 
the Interior Appro. Bill this afternoon. 
Office work active & much correspondence with 
people in Alaska. 

Diary 41, 1932 
January 28 

The Com. on Ind. Affairs asked me to write a letter 
to the Sec. of the Interior, requesting information 
about the legal status of the Alaska Indians.  I have 
done so and the Chairman will sign it & send it to 
him - I hope it gets a sensible answer - but Wilbur, 

Sec. knows but little about that matter & I fear is 
not only ignorant on the subject but is also 
prejudiced against Alaska, its people and its 
Indians. 
Telegram from Al. White, U.S . Marshal: 
“Rustgard filed for Attorney General no opposition 
to you doubt if you will have any.”   
 A new bureau is being organized just now under 
General Dawes, a former Vice President, for the 
control of a couple of billion dollars in aid of the 
people suffering from the financial depression.  I 
am preparing the papers to send to Wm L. Paul, my 
Indian supporter in Alaska, to apply for a position in 
this new bureau.  I think I can get Vice President 
Curtis to assist me in the matter, for Paul is one of 
his friends! 

Diary 41, 1932 
January 29 

Had a conference with Henry O'Malley, Chief 
Bureau of Fisheries today. 
We went over the various fisheries bills that I have 
introduced - but he is entirely friendly & when the 
bills come up for hearing before the Committees 
there will be no personal strain between us - we 
agreed there should be none. 
O'Malley is friendly toward me in the matter of 
appointments in the Department of Justice, but is in 
no condition to do anything except by friendly 
suggestions to Sisson, which he will make when 
occasion offers. 

Diary 41, 1932 
January 30 

Dan Sutherland called & spent an hour or two - He 
offered to come to Washington & appear before the 
Merchant Marine and Fisheries Com. when the 
Welch bill comes on for hearing on Feb. 11, 
against it!  I told him I did not think it would be 
necessary!  He would start the old row over again 
with the Administration, for Hoover & all his 
supporters hate Dan, heartily!  Hoover told me that 
he would not consider anything Dan wanted etc. 
when I had my talk with him on the 20th, & it would 
be fatal to myself & Alaska's best interests of Dan 
appeared in favor of anything - or against it, or at 
all. 
I must prevent his appearance! 
Mrs. Boole, who aided me in passing the Alaska 
Bone Dry Law in 1917, will call on me Monday 



morning - I suppose in opposition to my Repeal 
Bill! 

Diary 41, 1932 
January 31 

Dan Sutherland in the office - taking great interest 
in Welch bill - I would like to have him come before 
the Com. on Merchant Marine& Fisheries & oppose 
this bill - except that it would make Hoover, 
O’Malley etc. doubt my pledge of friendship & 
desire to work in friendly relations with them!! 
Dan says Judge Clegg wrote to him recently that 
he intended to become a candidate for Delegate! 
Dan answered that I was supporting him for 
nomination for Judge!  Am sending night letter to 
Cole, Auditor, Juneau asking him to send me night 
letter Tuesday night giving list of our filings for 
Territorial officers - closes Tuesday! 

Diary 41, 1932 
February 1 

Mrs. Ella A. Boole, President of the National 
W.C.T.U. called this morning and attempted to 
persuade me to let the Bill to repeal the Alaska 
Prohibition Law of 1917 to lapse & introduce an 
amendment of some kind to cover the weaknesses 
in it.  She was very friendly - she helped me pass 
the bill in 1917.  I told her I must repeal it if 
possible. 
 The bill to enlarge the boundary of the McKinley 
National Park came up very unexpectedly to me, 
today, on the unanimous consent calendar.  It had 
been changed by the Com. at the request of the 
Department at the last meeting - in my absence.  I 
introduced an amendment to care for the interests 
of settlers - caused controversy & asked to have 
the bill go over until the next call which was done! 

Diary 41, 1932 
February 2 

We had another round this morning before the 
Committee on Territories over my bi.11 No. 499 to 
repeal the Alaska Bone Dry Law.  Mrs. Boole, the 
head of the W.C.T. U. spoke vigorously against it - 
filed a letter from Rev. David Waggoner against it & 
Mr. Dunford filed a new - amended - statement. 
I replied briefly, but the Committee members - 
encouraged by Mrs. Boole - attacked the bill, - and 
I am satisfied the majority is against it & I expect 
will report adversely. 
 Tonight I am preparing what one of the 
committee suggested as a compromise - & if I can 

get them to accept it – it will help, & especially if I 
can also get my Supreme Court bill passed! & will 
cave us clear to attack the Bone Dry law as a 
repealed law! 

Diary 41, 1932 
February 3 

Recd. telegram from Marshal Al. White Juneau, 
informing me that I was to have no opposition for 
the Republican nomination 
The following candidates filed: 
Republicans: Wickersham, Delegate. 
Democrats: Zeigler, Grigsby & Dimond! 
Atty. Genl: Rep. Foster & John Rustgard. 
Dem. Truit: Auditor Rep. Cole, Lucas & Charles. 
 Called & conferred with Sisson: He will consent 
to the appointment of Clegg, Judge at Fairbanks, if 
Richey's objections withdrawn.  I am to call & talk 
with Richey! 
He talks more favorably about Rustgard for Judge - 
& if R- is appointed it will give Frank Foster a clear 
way for Atty. Genl. on Rep. ticket, which I approve. 

Diary 41, 1932 
February 4 

Telegram from Cash Cole repeating Names filed 
for Terry. offices - in Whites telegram. 
 Two Democratic Congressmen died this 
Morning: Rutherford of Ga. & Quinn of Miss. 
 The Prohibition organization - Mrs. Boole, 
Dunford, et. al. is interviewing the members of the 
Com. on Ter. endeavoring to get them to vote 
against my Bill to Repeal the Bone Dry law of 
Alaska, with results. 
Parsons, M.C. & Judge Williams say the 
Committee will defeat the endorsement of my bill - I 
have proposed a substitute & read it to both 
Parsons & Williams - they will consider it & try to 
get it accepted as a substitute. 
 I am to call on Sec. Richey in the morning to talk 
about Clegg. 
Drafted a new substitute at suggestion of Ch. 
William & Parsons - more particularly. 

Diary 41, 1932 
February 5 

Chas. D. Jones, U.S. Marshal reappointed today 
U.S. Marshal at Nome - I shall favor his 
confirmation! 
Sutherland was opposed to him but my friends 
there favor his reappointment & I feel like 
supporting them 
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[clipping] 
(Special to Alaska Weekly) 

 JUNEAU, Feb. 4.-With a total of 57 candidates 
having filed their declarations for nominations by 
the two regular parties, the primary election period 
closed Tuesday afternoon.  Of that number 37 filed 
on the democratic ticket. 
 Both of the parties face a number of contests for 
important nominations at the April 20 primaries. 

Territorial Nominations 
 For the territorial nominations the candidates for 
the democratic party are: 
 Delegate to Congress-A.J. Diamond, Valdez; 
George B. Grigsby, Ketchikan; A.H. Ziegler, 
Ketchikan. 
 Attorney General-James S. Truitt, Anchorage. 
 Auditor-Frank J. Boyle, Juneau. 
 Highway Engineer-William A. Hesse, Ketchikan, 
incumbent. 
 Commissioner of Education – Anthony E. 
Karnes, Ketchikan. 
 The candidate for the nominations in the 
republican primary are: 
 Delegate to Congress-James Wickersham, 
incumbent. 
 Attorney General-John Rustgard, incumbent; 
Frank H. Foster, Juneau. 
 Auditor-Cash Cole, incumbent; H.I. Lucas, 
Juneau; Percy G. Charles, Ketchikan. 
 Commissioner of Education – W.K. Keller, 
incumbent. 
 Highway Engineer – T.E. Wann, Fairbanks. 

National Committeeman 
 For the nomination for democratic national 
committeeman three candidates filed declarations, 
J.J. Connors of Juneau, incumbent; John W. 
Frame of Juneau, and H.E. Hardcastle of 
Ketchikan. 
 The republicans seeking the nomination for 
national committeeman are John T. White of 
Juneau and Edward A. Rasmuson of Skagway. 

Diary 41, 1932 
February 6 

I had an interview with Richey, the Presidents 
political Secretary today about the appointment of 
Clegg and Rustgard as District Judges in Alaska.  

He is much prejudiced against Clegg - says he was 
partisan in support of Sutherland - against Hoover, 
etc.  I urged friendly action in Cleggs case because 
he is the best judge in Alaska & small charges 
against him are exaggerated.  He promised to see 
Sisson at once and let me know their decision.  I 
think it will be favorable - maybe with both men! 

Diary 41, 1932 
February 7 

Worked all day in the office preparing a Brief on the 
law in the matter of my bill No 499, to repeal the 
Alaska special prohibition Act of 1917.  I favor its 
repeal because of matter of law from the passage 
of later Acts which in my judgment repeal it by 
implication, and for other legal reasons - and not 
because I am opposed to prohibition.  The 
Committee will not report the bill favorably - but I 
may get a substitute which will be of real benefit & 
clarify the legal situation. 
 Group of cannerymen here from Bristol Bay 
opposing the Welch bill - set for hearing on 
Thursday! 

Diary 41, 1932 
February 8 

Hearing before the House Committee on Merchant 
Marine, & Fisheries - on bill to approve and put in 
force the Halibut Treaty with Canada for the 
protection of halibut banks along the shores of 
British Columbia and Alaska. 
I approved, but moved to amend the section in 
relation to courts before whom offenses were to be 
heard so as to give the business to the courts of 
Alaska - and got the matter adopted! 
Meeting tonight with Bradford, Johnson & Chase, 
cannerymen from Bristol Bay in opposition to the 
Welch bill! 

Diary 41, 1932 
February 9 

Hearing on my Bill to repeal the Alaska Bone Dry 
Act, postponed for a week. 
Sent Dunford, the attorney for the Anti-Saloon 
League copy of my proposed Substitute - he says 
some objection - but he may agree to it.  If not I 
intend to introduce it in the House as a bill & fight it 
out on that line – provided the Com. on Ter. refuse 
to approve the present bill - as the com. will. 
In the House all afternoon waiting for the railroad 
appropriation & objections thereto.  Did not reach 
these items - probably tomorrow. 
Grace & I - Will Steel & his stepmother attended 



dinner & cards at the Congressional Club. 

Diary 41, 1932 
February 10 

I am to go & confer with Secretary Wilbur, Interior 
Dept. as to his present attitude on the Bill to allow 
the Tlinget & Haida Indians in S.E. Alaska to bring 
suit to recover the value of their Indian rights to 
lands at the date we took the Russia Am. over in 
1867. 
 Spent day - after noon - in the house! 
Preparing data & argument with which to combat 
the Welch bill - to prohibit floating canneries in 
Bristol Bay. Hearings begin tomorrow on that & 
other Alaska fishery bills. 
Have just read “In the Shadow of Mount McKinley” 
by William N. Beach, a new book - but not very 
interesting, except for descriptions of his jaunts, 
etc. 

Diary 41, 1932 
February 11 

Hearings before Com. on M.M. & Fish.  Turned 
down my bill to protect fish from waste – herring 
meal & oil - 
Then took up the Welch bill - long discussion - now 
with Free & Welch. Hearing over until tomorrow. 
Getting ready for big Scrap! 
I am quite satisfied this contest will ruin my political 
standing with the Hoover Administration - but I 
cannot sit quietly by and see this Welch bill put 
over! and I intend to oppose it to the bitter end - in 
the House & in the Senate! 

Diary 41, 1932 
February 12 

We had another field day on the Welch bill - but 
stopped where the proponents of the Bill put in 
their case.  Matter was then adjourned until 
Monday - when the opponents of the bill will begin 
their attack.  I intend to oppose it on the ground of 
its monopolistic provisions - it will give the Food 
Trust a monopoly of the Alaska fisheries. 
 The Juneau Chamber of Commerce sent in 
telegrams opposing my bill to prevent the use of 
good fish for fertilizer stock. 

Diary 41, 1932 
February 13 

Grace and I attended a luncheon at noon given by 
the womens University Club - in honor of Mrs. Mary 
Lee Davis, who wrote Uncle Sam's Attic, Alaska - 
the Great Bear's Cub and We are Alaskan’s.”  Mrs. 
Davis read a very interesting paper giving much of 

her family history & how she came to write her 
Alaska books & why she did it etc.  It was, to me, a 
fascinating exhibition of her versatility & remarkably 
flexible mind. She is a wonder to me! 
Dan Kennedy, of Anchorage, came into the office & 
talked about his fathers old claim against the U.S. 
for services as a member of the Indian police force 
at Juneau, & asked me to write to his brother to get 
the evidence which I tell him must be had before 
there is any hope of securing favorable action! 

Diary 41, 1932 
February 14 

Worked in office preparing data for use in 
opposition to the Welch fishery bill - I am prepared 
to show that the three great food trust corporations 
of the U.S. - the California Packing Corp. the Swift 
Meat Trust of Chicago, and the 
great Atlantic & Pacific Tea Co. of America - are at 
the back of the bill & now own many Alaska 
canneries & originated the Bill! 
 
[Arrow pointing to previous page] 
Kennedy letter:  See letter file:  Feb. 21, 1890. 

Diary 41, 1932 
February 15 

Another days hearings before the Com. on 
Merchant Marine & fisheries on the Welch bill - 
Bradford - our first witness was heckled & made 
many mistakes & hurt our case.  Further hearings 
continued until Thursday and I may not get a 
hearing for a week 
Big mail today from Alaska - letters from Louis 
Paul, editor of the Alaskan gives me fair assurance 
that he and the Indians votes of S.F. Alaska will 
vote for me & support me for Delegate. 
Sisson, Asst. Atty. Genl. agreed today to appoint 
Clegg, judge for third division & send Judge to 
Fairbanks in the fourth division! 
I telegraphed Clegg to accept - for Sisson agreed 
to telegraph to Clegg today and make that offer. 

Diary 41, 1932 
February 16 

I finally concluded my hearings before the Com. on 
Territories on the bill to repeal the Alaska Bone Dry 
law, by reading brief on the law in relation to its 
repeal by the later Volstead Act & subsequent Acts 
supplemental to it. 
The committee told me that while they sympathized 
with my view of the matter that if they reported the 
bill favorably it could not possibly pass - that they 
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would assist in preparing an Act to amend the 
Alaska Act & try to bring it into accord with the 
Volstead Act and later acts - A subcommittee of 
three members was appointed to consider the 
matter. 
 The House today finished the Interior Dept. an 
appropriation Bill - containing the Alaska 
Appropriations included that for the Railroad - 
without any objection to the Alaska items. 
Wrote Darrell. 

Diary 41, 1932 
February 17 

Called on Vice President Curtis in aid of Paul's 
application for a position in the U.S. Reconstruction 
Finance Plan - organization, under General Dawes. 
The V.P. would not write but instructed me to go to 
General Dawes & say Paul was a good St 
competent man and etc. 
Saw General Dawes - where he earned that Paul 
was not in Washington - said he had chosen his 
staff leaders and would not interfere with them in 
choosing their subordinates - sent me to a Mr. 
Marr, who “passed the buck” & before he got 
through telling me how impossible it was to appoint 
an “out of Washington” man - I found myself at the 
outer door with my hat on!  I will write to Billy to see 
Mr. C.R. Shaw, manager loan agency, Seattle, at 
Marrs request - who wont do anything either!! 

Diary 41, 1932 
February 18 

Another day of hearings in the Bill introduced by 
Welch of California to limit the floating canneries in 
Bristol Bay.  The three Bristol Bay cannerymen, 
Bradford, Johnson & Chase concluded their 
hearings & I am to go on next Wednesday.  Will 
Steel thinks I ought not to go too strong - that it 
may weaken me with the Hoover Administration - 
but I think I am privileged to defend Alaska & 
Alaska fishermen fully - and I intend to do so. 
Sisson sent telegram to Clegg offering to appoint 
him judge in the 3d Division: Clegg accepted & 
sent me telegram today explaining situation. 
Good!  I hope it sticks. 

Diary 41, 1932 
February 19 

Made out my Income Tax Act - and sent amount 
due $64.24 to Burns Poe, Collector Internal 
Revenue, Tacoma Wash 
Bradford, Chase & Johnson left for Bristol Bay & 
canning season. 

Diary 41, 1932 
February 20 

Quiet day.  Wrote long letters to Louis F. Paul & 
Chas Johnson - Petersburg & Kake, about Welsh 
bill, fisheries matters & politics. 
Promised Paul $5000 a month for his paper the 
Alaskan from March to November for publicity in 
election matters!  Sent him the first - March - 
payment. 
Also wrote John Rustgard an answer to his recent 
letter in which he impudently demanded that I 
inform him what I was doing in respect to 
Memorials passed by the last Legislature.  He is a 
bitter enemy while I am doing my best to get him 
appointed District Judge!  Will write a better letter 
in explanation of the situation to Al. White - U.S. 
Marshal. 

Diary 41, 1932 
February 21 

I have written a letter to Al. White in answer to his 
telegram & John Rustgard letter, both of which 
threaten me if I do not get Rustgard appointed 
judge - in which I say to Al. that I am working for 
Rustgard - & will continue to do so, notwithstanding 
his fool unfriendly opposition & letters to me.  I say 
that I shall continue to support John though I do not 
expect appreciation or gratitude from him in case I 
succeed in getting him appointed.  Steel thinks I 
ought not to write it - so I lay it aside for two or 
three days to see what is done with Cleggs 
appointment.  The Dept. wants to appoint Clegg to 
the Third & send Hill to the Fourth division, but Hill 
objects! 
I have prepared “20 Constructive Suggestions for 
the better Protection of the Alaska Fisheries.' to 
use in my hearing on Wednesday! 

Diary 41, 1932 
February 22 

It was a great public function the Joint Sess. of 
Senate & House - Sup. Court, Diplomats, generals, 
etc.  President Hoover addressed the Joint Sess: a 
demonstration for Hoover - and also Garner, 
Speaker. 
Big crowd in front of Capitol - loud speaker - 
speeches, bands, etc. 100,000 out of town people 
here! 
Every form of celebration – Alexandria, Mount 
Vernon, all over the United States! 
Grace had a fine seat in the gallery!  I sat in the 
House - joint Sess. of course. 



It was a beautiful bright day! 

Diary 41, 1932 
February 23 

Called at “Labor” paper & told reporter about 
Hearing on the Welch Fish Bill - also at 
headquarters of American Federation of Labor & 
same to Green - asked both to send a man to the 
Hearings tomorrow. 
Green told me, incidentally, that Welch was one of 
his friends! & I fear I may have trouble to convince 
him that the Welch bill is bad! 

Diary 41, 1932 
February 24 

I had a hectic 3 hours before the Com. on 
Merchant Marine & Fisheries today in opposition to 
the Welch bill for the control of the fisheries in 
Bristol Bay - H.R. 6483.  I first offered the evidence 
of “Moody's Industrials” year book 1931. to prove 
that the California Packing Corporation of S.F., the 
Swift Meat Co, of Chicago and the Great Atlantic & 
Pacific Tea Co. were huge trusts & together 
constituted a monopoly of the Red Fish packing in 
Bristol Bay - that the Bill, H.R. 6483, was in their 
interest and guaranteed their monopoly of the 
canning industry in Bristol Bay.  Then I read the 
plank in the National Demo. platform of 1928, 
denouncing Monopolies - & urged the Com. to 
report it unfavorably!  My but Bland of Virginia & 
even Judge David, of Tenn. Chairman, were mad!  
But if that wont kill the Bill nothing will! 

Diary 41, 1932 
February 25 

I was much pleased yesterday after the close of my 
attack on the Welch bill when O'Malley came up 
and congratulated me & assured me that it was a 
very satisfactory presentation so far as he was 
concerned.  I depend on him for assistance in 
keeping in line with the political matters in Alaska 
with Hoover administration & I found he might 
resent my attacks on a bill which he aided and to 
which he presented amendments against my 
opposition. Evidently he had no ill feeling!! 
Re-drafted by Bill to create a Supreme Court in 
Alaska to meet objections made by the Dept. of 
Justice.  If I can get the Atty Genls support now the 
bill has good chance of passage.  We have recd. 
invitation to have dinner with the O’Malley’s next 
week!! 

Diary 41, 1932 
February 26 

Called & had a very satisfactory talk with Sec. of 
Interior Wilbur about a favorable report on the bills 
to enable the Tlinget and Haida Indians to bring 
suit in Court of Claims to recover the value of their 
Indian title to S.E. Alaska. 
Also had a talk with Edwards - Asst. Sec. on the 
sane subject - he will support me - he said so!  
Also talked with my friend of “Bull Moose” days 
when he & I both supported Roosevelt against Taft.  
Joe Dixon - first Asst. Sec. Interior - I promised to 
send Sec. Wilbur copies of the bill & such data as 
needed - I shall also refer to Edwards & Dixon as 
acquainted with such matters & the rule to follow. 
Having joined the Daughters of the Revolution 
Grace is joining the Daughters of the Civil war 
tonight - her father was Captain &, wounded at 
Gettysburg! 

Diary 41, 1932 
February 27 

The stenographers copy, typewritten, of the 
hearings on the Welch bill delivered to me for 
correction etc.  While I will read my statements 
carefully I shall not correct or change the language 
in any way - I will leave it as the stenographer 
wrote it, mistakes and all, though I shall be 
interested to find just what language Bland, of 
Virginia, thought justified him in declaring that my 
language was “insulting,” etc. 
I attempted to make my protests so vigorous as to 
call a halt in adding more support to the Monopoly 
of Alaska Fisheries by the Food Trust! - it may be 
that angered Bland! 
 We entertained Dr & Mrs. Ellis of Ketchikan, 
Alaska, tonight at dinner at the Shoreham Hotel  - 
where they danced & enjoyed the evening with 
Grace & myself. 

Diary 41, 1932 
February 28 

Finished reading the stenographic report of my 
testimony in the hearings on the Welch bill - Alaska 
Fish bill, & will return it in the morning without 
correcting or changing it in the slightest - asked for 
400 copies! 
Wrote letters today to Darrell, to Mave Olds, 
Tacoma, and to DeVere in Jersey City, N.J.  Wrote 
Mave a nice letter for I will never forget how good 
she was to Howard & the other little ones on the 
“Cliff Street” play grounds years ago.  Poor Mave 
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ought to have married years ago & had children of 
her own, but she remained unmarried. 

Diary 41, 1932 
February 29 

Dr. & Mrs. Ellis started home today 
The Chalmers took dinner with us this evening - 
Grace got the dinner & it was a very nice one, too. 
I am preparing a written statement to Sec. of 
Interior Wilbur in an attempt to persuade him to 
approve my bill to authorize the Tlinget & Haida 
tribes of S.E. Alaska to bring a suit to recover the 
value of their lands taken by the 
United States. 
 Attack of gastritis. 

Diary 41, 1932 
March 1 

Severe attack of gastritis - & confined to bed - for a 
rest.  Nothing serious. 
 
Grace & I attended a dinner tonight at O'Malley's - 
present Senator and Mrs. Norbeck, Congressman 
& Mrs. Hadley - Grace & I.  We had a most 
excellent dinner & a pleasant evening.  O'Malley 
entertained us with moving pictures of Alaska 
fisheries. 
 
Col. Lindbergh Baby kidnapped! 
Great excitement over the crime but the Kid-
nappers got safely away with the baby & not a 
trace left! 

Diary 41, 1932 
March 2 

Called and talked with Secretary of Interior Wilbur 
about rates on the iron for the Fairbanks public 
building.  Also delivered him a written statement in 
relation to the bill to authorize the Tlinget & Haida 
Indians to bring a suit in the Court of Claims to 
recover the value of their lands, etc. taken by the 
Gov't in 1867.  He talked favorably about both 
matters but did not commit himself specifically. 
Introduced several bills for harbor improvements & 
one to approve an Act of the Legislature providing 
for absentee voting in Alaska 
 
Nothing yet heard of the Lindbergh baby - 
Extensive & intensive search but no clue found. 

Diary 41, 1932 
March 3 

Dan Sutherland visiting us today.   
Introduced a bill to raise the tariff on coal (including 
Alaska) to $300 per ton.  I must appear before 

Ways and Means Committee and urge raise from 
$.50¢ & try & bar Nanaimo Coal! 
 Am informed that the Tammany “boss,” Curry, 
has requested the Tammany congressmen to 
support Sirovich in his opposition to the Welch bill. 
Tammany isn’t so bad, when its on your side! 
 Officials of the Canadian SS. Co. telephone they 
wish to see me on the Davis bill! 
 Met three officials Can. Ry. & SS. Co. - Will Steel 
present - they seemed merely to meet me & know 
that I was interested in the Alaska side of the H.R. 
8875.  Hearing tomorrow before Senate Com. on 
Commerce - 1030

 

Diary 41, 1932 
March 4 

Attended meeting Senate Committee on 
Commerce on hearing S. 3502. to (among other 
things) forbid Canadian boats carrying messengers 
from Seattle to Alaska - the Bill will prevent landing 
tourists from Canadian boats in Alaska towns etc.  I 
presented numbers of telegrams from Ketchikan - 
other towns against the bill & testified briefly - will 
add to my remarks when the stenographer gives 
me copy - 
Senator White (Maine) told me he thought he could 
protect Alaska interest - the bill was originally an 
Atlantic coast merchant marine bill, but covers 
Alaska also. 
I appeared before the House Com. on Mer. Marine 
& Fisheries Feb. 8, and objected to the same bill! 
 
Nothing yet found of Lindbergh baby! 

Diary 41, 1932 
March 5 

Am working on Statement of Trade Value of Alaska 
to the United States. 
 Cong. Record contains list of Postmasters 
appointed on yesterday for Alaska: 
W.T. Pinkerton, Fairbanks 
Mrs. S.D. Meals, Valdez 
Mrs. Lydia Noble, Kodiak 
 I have had a hard struggle to get these 
appointments & particularly that of Pinkerton, who 
had been removed a year or more ago & is now 
reinstated. 
I may have an equal trouble to get Pinkerton 
confirmed! 



Diary 41, 1932 
March 6 

My statements, Trade Value of Alaska shows: 
1867 to 1931 inclusive  
Exports Alaska to U.S. $1,691,717,221 
Add Treasury receipts     50,357,660 
               1,742,074,881 
Add Imports to Ak        839,233,561 
Total Trade        2,631,308,442 
Subtract U.S. Expenses   207,317,286 
Net Trade Value      2,433,991,156 
 So, Alaska has a credit balance in her favor of 
nearly two & a half million dollars!! 
Bad March storm on today. 
Telegrams from Fairbanks from Pinkerton & 
Nerland stating the people there rejoicing over the 
reappointment of Pinkerton! 

Diary 41, 1932 
March 7 

Saw Sisson today, urge the Dept. of Justice to 
assist me in the passage of the bill to create a 
Supreme Court in Alaska.  After considering the 
matter he was inclined to do so, but finally said that 
he would make an appointment for tomorrow or 
next day between Mitchell, Atty Genl & myself, so 
that I might convince the Atty Genl., if I could, of 
the advisability of passing the bill into law.   
Sisson also told me that Judge Hill would be 
transferred to Fairbanks, but that it would require 
his appointment & confirmation by the Senate & 
that Clegg would then be appointed in Wills place 
in the 3rd division.  He also told me that a new 
judge would be appointed at Nome about April first! 
and suggested Arnold, Com. at Ketchikan!!  I 
insisted on Rustgard - he did not refuse & left me 
thinking he agreed. 

Diary 41, 1932 
March 8 

Received a telegram from Frank Foster, Juneau, 
today saying that Rustgard positively refused to 
accept the appointment as judge at Nome, and 
asking me to recommend him for the position!  If 
this is true - which I doubt - John must be scared 
by the thought that Congress will pass the bill to 
abolish the judgeship at Nome as provided by the 
bill introduced in the Senate by the Dept. of 
Justice.  My present understanding is that the 
Dept. will not 
press that bill & if John knew that he would not 
object.  I am to see the Atty. Genl. in the morning 

after which I will know better what to do - if 
anything. I will not act hastily. 

Diary 41, 1932 
March 9 

Had conference with Attorney General Mitchell & 
Asst. Charles P. Sisson this morning in regard to 
the bill to create a Supreme Court in Alaska & they 
will go at once to work to examine & correct the bill 
- it looks favorable - also they agreed to appoint 
Clegg - third division & send Hill from the Third to 
the Fourth! 
 Later - Recd. telegram from White, U.S. Marshal, 
saying Rustgard would not accept the appointment 
to the Second - Nome!   
Sent Rustgard the following telegram:  

Govt. Business-Night Message. 
Washington, D.C., March 9, 1932. 

Hon. John Rustgard, 
Juneau, Alaska. 
 Have received telegrams from your friends 
Juneau saying will not accept appointment as 
Judge in Second division  stop  Feel certain bill 
abolishing Judgeship Second division will not be 
urged and that office will be continued stop  Looks 
favorable for bill establishing Supreme Court with 
four District Judges to comprise court.  You must 
understand that I cannot control appointments of 
Judge though freely consulted about same stop  
Final action rests with Attorney General  stop  
Think you can secure appointment to Second 
division and request you advise me at once 
whether you will accept appointment if tendered 
you or not.  stop  I do not wish to $$$ insist upon 
your appointment only to meet with your refusal  
stop  Please answer by wire Govt. Business 
collect. 
    James Wickersham, Delegate 

Diary 41, 1932 
March 10 

Congress has begun work today on a tax bill which 
will take some days - and since nothing can be 
done on Alaska bills during that time I am more 
free than usual, and I am preparing data for a 
speech on the Trade Value of Alaska, which I hope 
to get into the record soon.  We got 400 copies of 
the hearings on the Welch bill - hearings before the 
Com. on Merchant Marine & Fisheries containing 
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my evidence or statements against it.  We are pre-
paring to send them out to Alaska. 

Diary 41, 1932 
March 11 

Working on my statement of the Grade Value of 
Alaska. 
 Nothing from Rustgard in answer to my telegram! 
Quite evident that John is mad & declines to admit 
that he is in need of my support.  Of course I shall 
go quietly along & support him for appointment just 
the same as if he were agreeable. 

Diary 41, 1932 
March 12 

I have prepared today an additional statement to 
be made to my objection to H.R. 8875 and S. 3502, 
before the Senate Committee on Commerce 
against - excluding. the Canadian steamers 
carrying tourists to Alaska in the summer round trip 
season. 
 Secretary Wilbur has filed objections to the 
passage of my bill H.R. 5605 & S. 1196, introduced 
by Senator Frazier to allow the Tlinget & Haida 
Indians to bring a suit in the Court of Claims to 
recover the value of their title of occupancy for 
lands taken by the U.S. without payment to the 
Indians. 

Diary 41, 1932 
March 13 

Finished my additional statement in opposition to 
the H.R. 8875 and S. 3502 - bills to Prevent the 
Canadian vessels carrying tourists & passengers to 
Alaskan ports - wrote a letter to Senator White of 
Maine asking to have it added to my oral statement 
of March 4th.  Attached two telegrams from Alaska 
Chambers of Commerce requesting me to make 
their objections to the bill. 
 Recd. telegram from Rustgard - does not say he 
will accept the Nome office -nor does he refuse it - 
leaves it dangling in the air 

Diary 41, 1932 
March 14 

Will received a long letter form Louis Paul 
denouncing Hoover & O'Malley & declaring that he 
and the Indians in S.E. Alaska were going to vote 
the Democratic ticket this: fall!!  He is favoring 
Zeigler as a Candidate for Delegate 
against me- but does not say what he will do in 
case Zeigler fails at the primary election to get the 
Democratic nomination. 
Spent an hour with Asst. Atty. Generals making 
satisfactory corrections in my bill to create a 

Supreme Court in Alaska.  The Atty. Genl will then 
approve the bill and its passage seems to me to be 
fairly certain now! 

Diary 41, 1932 
March 15 

Attending committee meetings Territories - etc. 
trying to get bills reported. 
Also big bunch of letters from Alaska. 

Diary 41, 1932 
March 16 

Attended long session of the Indian Affairs 
Committee - the Sec. of Int. & Com. Indian Affairs 
have both written letters objecting to the passage 
of my bill to authorize the Tlingets & Haida's to 
bring suit in the court of Claims to recover value of 
the Indian title to S.E. Alaska. 
 Also conferred with Senator Frazier, Ch. Com. 
Ind. Affairs in the Senate on the same bill - the 
Senate Bill.  He arranged for me to appear before 
the Senate Com. next Wednesday 23rd and 
answer objections of Sec. & officials. 
 Wrote note to Mrs. Mary Lee Davis, confined to 
her home with foot in cast & sent her copy of my 
paper on Alaska Nomenclature - so much worse 
than a sore jaw that it may act to ease that pain by 
comparison. 

Diary 41, 1932 
March 17 

My study of the reports sent to the Committees on 
Indian affairs in the Senate and House shows they 
are not bad - though the Secretary of the Interior 
follows them up with a brief letter saying my bill 
allowing the Tlinget & 
Haida Indians to bring suit is not necessary & he 
disapproves the bill.  I am now getting my data 
ready to present to the Senate Committee next 
Wednesday. 
 
The Lindbergh baby - kidnapped - has not yet been 
found - The criminals got away safely & no trace 
can be found of them or the child. 

Diary 41, 1932 
March 18 

Went to the Dept. of Justice today and had another 
talk with Sisson about the appointment of Judges.  
He had a telegram from Capt. Lathrop urging that 
Rustgard be appointed at Fairbanks, that Hill be 
allowed to remain at Valdez, & that Clegg be sent 
to Nome!  I told Sisson that this was being 
managed by Tony Dimond - that Lathrop had urged 
Dimond (a Democrat) for judge - that Harding.  Hill 
& Rustgard were all opponents of mine & 



supported & would support Dimond for Delegate 
against me, etc.  He finally said he would send a 
reply to Lathrop saying the matter had been settled 
& could not be changed to his suggestion!  He also 
agreed to expedite the approval of the Supreme 
Court bill - I urged haste in these matters so they 
could be passed before Congress adjourned in 
June! 

Diary 41, 1932 
March 19 

Excitement in the House today over the proposed 
Tax bill - one side insisting on a sales tax & the 
other denouncing it.  The bill is a strictly 
Democratic measure - but neither the Democrats 
nor the Rep's agree as a body & 
an amendment is adopted to levy a higher Income 
tax - in the high brackets - & the row is on! 
Earner, Crusp & Rainey, Democratic leaders insist 
on the Sales tax - and adjourned the House to 
allow time to consult, etc. 
Saw Dr. Phillip Smith, Geologist in charge of 
Alaska's minerals, to get a table of output of 
minerals from Alaska since 1867 - am busy 
preparing my statement on the Value of Alaska 
Trade to the U.S. & need the figures for it. 
B.D. Steward from Juneau is in town, - says Alaska 
has a bad winter. 

Diary 41, 1932 
March 20 

Working on Trade Value of Alaska.  My friend 
Hailey, Sec. of Congressman Smith, of Virginia, & 
his wife, took Grace & me out to Mount Vernon 
over the new Washington - Mt. Vernon highway - 
thence to Pohick Church & the old Revolutionary 
residence of George Mason. 
Another telegram form Al. White, U.S. Marshal, 
Juneau, asking for the latest news on appointment 
of Alaska Judges - Rustgard must be getting 
nervous - or is it Frank Foster? 

Diary 41, 1932 
March 21 

I have prepared another Act - A bill to amend an 
Act entitled “An Act to prohibit the manufacture or 
sale of alcoholic liquor in the Territory of Alaska, 
and for other purposes.” approved Feb- 14, 1917 - 
the Alaska Bone Dry Law.  I will introduce it 
tomorrow - and if I can get the attorney for the Anti-
Saloon League to let Congress pass it - it will cure 
part of the damage which I hoped to cure by the 
Repeal of the Bone Dry Law. 

 Am going to make statement before the Com. on 
Ter. tomorrow - if I can get an opportunity - in favor 
of my bills, H.R. 6726. & 494 to enlarge the power 
of the Alaska Legislature over the fish & game etc. 
in Alaska.  There is no hope of getting either of 
them passed at the session - but I must make a 
record! 

Diary 41, 1932 
March 22 

Hearing on one of my bills, H.R. 6726, set for next 
Tuesday.  Arranging my data for hearing tomorrow 
on S.E. Alaska bill, S. 1196, before the Senate 
Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Diary 41, 1932 
March 23 

I went before the Senate Committee on Indian 
Affairs this morning and made a statement of the 
law and the facts in relation to $1196, being 
identical with H.R. 5605. -  The Com. gave me an 
hour & I got the matters presented to my own & the 
Committees satisfaction, for so soon as I 
concluded the Committee ordered a favorable 
report on the bill!  A prominent lawyer present 
followed me out to the next office room and 
congratulated me on the completeness & manner 
of my statement. 
This afternoon I received a telephone call from 
Senator Davis of Pennsylvania offering to assist in 
putting the bill through the Senate - I assume it was 
my lawyer friend's work! 
Sent a telegram to Louis F. Paul, at Petersburg 
informing him of the action of the Committee. 

Diary 41, 1932 
March 24 

Two or three days ago I heard the first red-bird - 
the cardinal - and this morning the morning song of 
a mocking bird thrilled me, and I recalled a certain 
tree between Deer Creek & North Fork, Patoka 
where the mocking bird used to sing to me - as a 
boy many years ago. 
 The House today struck out of the Democratic 
organization tax bill the item known as the “sales 
tax” & thus destroyed the House organization plan 
of politics!  It is a blow to Garner &, I think, destroys 
his hope for the Presidency! 
Am working every evening on my Statement of 
Account between the United States and Alaska. 

Diary 41, 1932 
March 25 

Received and corrected my statements made 
before the S. Committee on Indian Affairs three 
days ago - for the printer.  As usual it does not read 
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nearly as well as it sounded. 
 Introduced a bill today to give the employees of 
the Alaska Railroad the benefit of the Acts of 
Congress provided for retirement pay etc. 
 There is a row on between the Lomen Reindeer 
Co. and the Department of the Interior - Sisson of 
the Dept. of Justice will get his foot in it for 
supporting Judge Lomen - extending his leave 
paying him a salary etc., if he is not careful.  And 
Lomen is fighting Sawyer, of the Int. Dept- also 
Gov. Parks & the officials of the Int. Depts reindeer 
organization - Sawyer has put a better 
arrangement of the Lomens in the printed Hearings 
before the Senate Appro. Com! 

Diary 41, 1932 
March 26 

I was informed today that the Interior Department 
and the War Department have agreed on 
transferring the Alaska Road Commission work in 
Alaska to the Interior Dept - that they are working 
out the plan & when they agree a bill will be 
prepared and introduced in Congress to effect the 
change.  Evidently the Interior Dept. is seeking to 
control the Richardson Highway to prevent it from 
being used as a competitor against the Alaska 
railroad!! 
If the matters comes to me in any way I shall 
suggest that all U.S. roadwork in Alaska be placed 
under one department - the Forest Service in the 
Agriculture Department also carries on road 
building - it also ought to go into the combination! 

Diary 41, 1932 
March 27 

Spend the day - until 10 in the evening - in my 
office writing my statement on the Trade Value of 
Alaska to the United States!  I hope to awaken an 
interest in the Territory in the minds of our 
Congress - make them understand that it is of 
great value & is being sadly neglected by the 
national trustees! 

Diary 41, 1932 
March 28 

Stack of Alaska mail today - the weekly boat from 
Alaska to Seattle brings it down weekly!  An getting 
discouraged at the neglect of Alaska appointments 
and bills by the Dept. of Justice.  I shall call & 
interview Sisson the last of the week again - (he is 
out of Washington at present) and listen to his 
promises - which so far he has not kept as agreed 
on.  I assume there are under cover objections 

coming to him from Alaska politicians - and I hope 
he may be ready to act soon but am not at all sure 
he will! 

Diary 41, 1932 
March 29 

Dispatches say there are many earthquakes in the 
Alaska peninsula and the volcanoes are empting 
violently. 
 The Com. on Ter. this morning gave me leave to 
talk to them about the trade value of Alaska - which 
I did briefly - told them my data were incomplete 
and wished to secure their special attentions later - 
they seemed interested. 
They also suggested that I prepare a single bill 
covering all the new legislation that Alaska needs - 
that soon the House will be through its present 
struggles - then they will take up such a bill and try 
to get the House to pass it. I intend to prepare such 
a combination bill - including in it all my desired 
legislation & give them a chance for Education at 
least! 

Diary 41, 1932 
March 30 

Called & had talk with O'Malley -- asked him to 
make a statement showing the annual production 
of fur seal skins & values since 1867 - also 
including “other furs.”  He will do it.  Also talked 
political situation in Alaska - he will see Sisson and 
urge appointment of District judges etc.  He 
suggested that there are about 150 votes in the 
Pribilof Fur Seal islands! and will arrange for a 
voting precinct there this fall - thinks they will all 
vote Republican & will vote for me in November! 
 Received invitation to have dinner at the White 
House next Saturday at 8 p.m. Grace & I. 
Of course it is a command & we will accept. 

Diary 41, 1932 
March 31 

We are very much pleased today to receive a 
written invitation from the White House to attend 
dinner there Saturday evening at 8 oclock. 
 We had a delightful dinner at Phillip Smith's last 
night - present Mr. & Mrs. Carl Lomen, Mr. & Mrs. 
Capps, Mr. Moffitt, Dr. Smith, wife & 2 daughters, 
Grace & myself.  My bad cold made me silent & I 
let Carl Lomen and Capps do the talking. 
 My cold is getting better and I am taking 
medicine to make me fit for Saturday evening. 
I am working industriously to get my statistical data 
ready for my statement on the Trade Value of 



Alaska.  Also preparing an - Report on Senate Bill 
3654 for the Committee on Indian Affairs, per 
request! 

Diary 41, 1932 
April 1 

My friend Albert R. Vestal, M.C. from Indiana 
passed away this morning at the Hospital. Mrs. 
Vestal is cousin of Lynn Smith, U.S. Marshal at 
Fairbanks & one of my early friends on the Yukon. 
 Victor Elfendal, from Seattle, assistant in 
Skinner's Alaska Cannery Co- came in to call & to 
remind me that the Jones Bill to lease cannery 
sites in Alaska would soon be up for action & to 
hope that I will support it!  Dan Sutherland is 
opposed & promises to fight it - I will try to get the 
Senator to let it go over until the short session this 
fall, after the elections have gone by – then I will 
not oppose it! 

Diary 41, 1932 
April 2 

Darrell's 50th Birthday. 
 We attended our official dinner at the White 
House this evening.  We arrived at 8-10 minutes 
before 8 - to find one lady guest there - others 
arrived at or just before 8.  About 20 guests stood 
in line by Army officer attache -shown the 
arrangement of the table - introduced and informed 
who should escort who to the 
After these arrangements the President & Mrs. 
Hoover came in - passed along the line shook 
hands with each guest.  The President took Mrs. 
Senator Carey of Wyoming, while the Senator 
escorted Mrs. Hoover – the others followed in line.  
I had the pleasure to escort a Mrs. Bannister and a 
Mrs. Wolverton.  Mrs. Bannister is the wife of a 
graduate of U. of C. in class with the President:  
Mrs. Wolverton wife of M.C. from New Jersey.  The 
dinner was good - but not sumptuous!  (next page) 

Diary 41, 1932 
April 3 

The President sat on one side of the table - Mrs. 
Hoover opposite - Guests arranged in order of their 
Congressional standing.  A young Army officer, two 
or three house guests. 1 Senator & 5 members of 
the House - 1 young man from Department. 
After the dinner was eaten the President & Mrs. H- 
rose and we followed them up stairs to a red room 
- where the ladies remained while we men followed 
the President to the Lincoln room as it is called.  
The gentlemen smoked - the President & I smoked 

cigars, the others cigarettes.  They talked 
international matters - Japan & China difficulty, etc.  
I remained silent. After half an hour the President 
guided us down to the ladies - shook hands (as did 
Mrs. H) & left us.  We then took our carriages & 
went home.  I enjoyed it - Grace was thrilled! 
Working in the office today! [April 3] 

Diary 41, 1932 
April 4 

We had Mr. & Mrs. John A. Davis to dinner with us 
this evening at the Methodist House dining room, & 
then “visited” & talked. 
 Working on Trade Value of Alaska - the difficulty 
I am having is to get the Bureaus to make 
statistical statements for me - they are slow! 
Talked with Sisson, Asst. Atty. Genl. over the 
telephone about appointing judges in Alaska: he 
promised to act in the matter on Wednesday!  I 
insisted on a definite statement & he gave it 
clearly! 

Diary 41, 1932 
April 5 

I am preparing - or attempting to prepare - a bill 
combining all the items of real legislative needs for 
Alaska - all in one bill. 
Grace & I both have spring colds. 
Still working on Trade Value. 
Much time spent watching the Alaska bills in the 
House. 
Nothing from Atty. Genl. yet about Supreme Court 
bill - intend to press matter if Judge matters 
attended to on Wednesday. 

Diary 41, 1932 
April 6 

The Com. on Merchant Marine and Fisheries 
reported the Welch bill - monopolizing Alaska 
fisheries - today favorably - Eleven votes for it - 
and recommended its passage.  Dr Sirovich  M.C. 
from New York voted against the report and 
announced his purpose to file a minority report - 
later 
he asked me to prepare the Minority Report- which 
I will do! 

Diary 41, 1932 
April 7 

Called at Dept. of Justice - and saw Sisson: He told 
me the appointments of Hill to the 4th Div. & 
Rustgard to the 2nd (Nome) Div. were sent to the 
White House for appointment yesterday! & that 
Clegg would de appointed to the Third Div. as soon 
as Hill could be confirmed.  Also we agreed on the 
form of the Supreme Court bill, & it will be sent to 
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me tomorrow for introduction in lieu of my former 
bill, H.R.                        
Appointments of E. Coke Hill, for judge in 4th Div & 
John Rustgard for Judge 2nd (Nome) Division sent 
to the Senate today. Clegg will be appointed as 
soon as Hill is confirmed - Sisson promises me! 

Diary 41, 1932 
April 8 

Sisson, Dept. of Justice informed me that Rustgard 
today telegraphed him that he would not accept the 
appointment without he can be assured the bill to 
combine the 2nd & 4th Divisions will not become a 
law.  John is a candidate for Atty. Genl. & thinks he 
can be elected for another 4 year term - he is afraid 
Hoover will not be reelected in November & in that 
case fears the Democratic administration will 
remove him!  That's really what's the matter!! 
I strongly endorsed Hill & urged his immediate 
confirmation in writing today to the Senate Com. on 
Judiciary. 
 I am busy writing a Minority Report on the Welch 
bill at the request of Congressman Serovich! 
Grace & I had dinner tonight with the Chalmers at 
George Washington Inn 

Diary 41, 1932 
April 9 

Am busy drafting Minority Report against the 
Welch bill.  If no other member of the Com. on 
Merchant Marine & Fisheries will sign it, I will do so 
myself. 
Dan Sutherland was in the office - he will take 
dinner with us tomorrow - with Mrs. S. & Donald. 
 Have amended bill ready to introduce Monday 
creating the Supreme Court for Alaska. 
It has been carefully examined by the Dept. of 
Justice & corrected to suit its officials who will 
approve it - though I must get the budget officials to 
approve it also. 

Diary 41, 1932 
April 10 

Dan and Mrs. Sutherland & Donald took dinner 
with us. 
 
Have about finished the Minority Report on the 
Welch bill for Dr. Sirovich -wrote it at his request - 
but if it does not suit him it will make me a good 
speech on the contest to pass it in the House. 
Rustgard has not yet accepted the nomination for 
the Judgeship at Nome - he is afraid that the 
Democrats will remove him if Hoover loses out in 

Nov. 

Diary 41, 1932 
April 11 

Introduced my Supreme court bill in the House 
today - the one amended by the Dept. of Justice!  
Crozier, assistant to the Atty Genl telephoned me 
today that they had letters from all four of the 
District attorneys in Alaska in opposition on the 
ground that it will be too expensive! 
Finished Minority Report on the Welsh bill today -
Dr. Sirovich’s typist is copying it. 

Diary 41, 1932 
April 12 

Am to make explanation of the judicial situation - 
the need for a Supreme Court, etc. before the 
Judiciary Com. of the House soon. 
 Working on my Trade Value statement. 
Dinner tonight at Congressional Club with the 
O'Malleys - our guests. 

Diary 41, 1932 
April 13 

Carl Lomen and Jackson, both from Nome, called 
on the Judiciary Com. today without informing me 
& asked for a hearing on the Bill to combine the 
2nd & 4th divisions - and are to be heard 
tomorrow!! 
After they had thus brought the matter to an 
immediate issue they came to tell me about it!  In 
the meantime I had consulted with Sumners, the 
Ch. of that Committee & had secured a 
continuance of the matter, had it stopped, report 
suppressed etc. 
 My tactics were to hold the matter up, get the 
Dept. of Justice to withdraw official influence, hang 
it up -& kill it quietly.  Now I must go into the 
hearing - the matter will be urged along & probably 
the fool bill will be passed!   

“Fools Rush In” 
Diary 41, 1932 
April 14 

The hearing before the Com. on Judiciary today 
was both a surprise and a satisfaction.  Jackson & 
Lomen both explained briefly - then I spent a short 
time in presenting the conditions - the necessity for 
a Supreme Court, etc. and we left the Com. in a 
good frame of mind.  Half an hour later, while the 
Jacksons & the Lomens were yet in my office - 
Sumners the Chairman of the Judiciary Com. 
telephoned that the Committee had changed its 
mind - withdrawn its report in favor of Combining 



the 2nd & 3rd Divisions and were friendly to the 
Sup. Court bill!! 
You never can tell in advance! 
 General Steese, formerly Ch. Alaska Road 
Commission called, he is on his way to Fairbanks 
to receive the first Doctors Degree issued by that 
College. 
& is looking forward to it with much pleasure. 

Diary 41, 1932 
April 15 

Attys for Yakutat & Southern urging me to pass bill 
granting title to their Ry. right-of-way & terminal 
grounds. 
Saw Evans, Chairman Com. Public Lands got 
hearing set for Tuesday. 
Saw Senators Neeley & Hebert about Alaska bill to 
abolish the Court at Nome & confirm Judge Hill - 
Working on stat tics for Trade Value of Alaska. 

Diary 41, 1932 
April 16 

Conferred with O’Malley & Bowers in the Bureau of 
Fisheries about the correction of their statement on 
the value of Alaska furs, which they corrected and 
which I intend to print in my statement on the Trade 
Value of Alaska to the U.S. 
 Jackson the banker from Nome & Carl Lomen 
visited the office with enough new Legislation - 
which cannot be passed at this session, to keep 
me busy for the rest of the session! 
O'Malley told me he had written to Rustgard urging 
him to accept the Nome judgeship! 

Diary 41, 1932 
April 17 

[first entry today by Grace Wickersham] 
The Judge spent most of the day at home.  Did not 
feel very well and hated to lose a minute from the 
office. 
 
[Judge Wickersham writing now] 
Rustgard issued a statement - April 13th - papers in 
Alaska 14th, that his appointment as Judge was so 
timed to injure him in his candidacy for 
renomination for Atty Genl. & he calls upon his 
friends for help!  His statement is a reflection upon 
the President - the Dept. of Justice, myself & all of 
us who have recommended him for District Judge 
in Alaska: Of course his statement is a foolish one - 
silly & only a crazy man would have issued it. 

Diary 41, 1932 
April 18 

[again, by Grace] 
Dr Fadely told him he must rest for a while.  Very 
determined to go out any way. 

Diary 41, 1932 
April 19 

[no entry today – blank page] 

Diary 41, 1932 
April 20 

[entry by Grace Wickersham] 
Still at home.  Not feeling very well. May have a 
slight operation. 

Diary 41, 1932 
April 21 

[first entry by Grace] 
Still hoping he will not have to go to the hospital.  
Dr. Fadely insists he will have to have an operation 
sooner or later. 
 
[Judge Wickersham:] 
Asked Grace to keep some notes for me while am 
in the Hospital. 

Diary 41, 1932 
April 22 

[entry by Grace Wickersham] 
At last decided to go & have it done now while he 
is in good health in every other way. 
 
[entry by Judge Wickersham] 
Went to the Providence Hospital tonight to get 
ready for another operation following the former 
one in relation to the removal of my prostate 
glands.  It seems necessary & Dr. Fadely advises. 

Diary 41, 1932 
April 23 

[entry by Grace Wickersham] 
Well, it is over & the Judge is feeling as well as 
might be expected. 
The Dr. said that was nothing to worry about. I am 
so relieved. 
 
[entry by Judge Wickersham] 
Second operation - a surface operation and but 
little cutting! 

Diary 41, 1932 
April 24 

[entry by Grace Wickersham] 
Is beginning already to wonder how long it will be 
before he can be back working on the Trade 
Values of Alaska. 

Diary 41, 1932 
April 25 

[entry by Grace Wickersham] 
Still improving. 
Demands my presence about every two yours. 
An invitation came from Bob Crawford to attend a 
musical at the home of Mrs. Dodds here in Wash.  
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Bob was born in Dawson & lived in Fairbanks 
where the Judge knew him very well. 

Diary 41, 1932 
April 26 

[entry by Grace Wickersham] 
Mr. Steel & I attended the recital given by Mr. 
Crawford.  It was very enjoyable.  Many prominent 
people were present including Mrs. Wickersham. 
The Judge is getting very restless. 

Diary 41, 1932 
April 27 

[entry by Grace Wickersham] 
The Doctor has promised the Judge he may go 
home in a few days.  That is wonderful news. 

Diary 41, 1932 
April 28 

[entry by Grace Wickersham] 
Sat up today & is much encouraged.  Has been 
much interested in the returns from the Primary in 
Alaska. 

Diary 41, 1932 
April 29 

[entry by Grace Wickersham] 
Has made all arrangements to come hone 
tomorrow!  Are we glad! 
Its mighty lonely over in our little apartment. 

Diary 41, 1932 
April 30 

Discharged from the Hospital & go home - pretty 
weak but growing stronger - OK. 
 Things in the Office moving slowly - Politics in 
Alaska all Democratic - but will soon square away - 
I hope. 

Diary 41, 1932 
May 1 

Sunday - in bed & resting all day. 
Rustgard has issued an appeal - April 14th - to the 
people of Alaska papers now coming in - silly!  He 
is the most bigoted creature in Alaska, selfish in 
the extreme, & I greatly regret that I even endorsed 
him for Judge! 

Diary 41, 1932 
May 2 

Up and at the office this morning. 
Weak but going. 
Taylor, of Colo, introduced H.R. 11717, to transfer 
duties, authority etc. Alaska Road Commissions to 
the Interior Department - April 29th, Com. on Ter. 
Wrote letter to Darrell. 
Sending telegrams Alaska about above Taylor Bill, 
11717 - which will create much controversy & 
opposition!  Of course I shall oppose it!! 

Diary 41, 1932 
May 3 

Trying to get hold of the office business again - but 
find it hard to do so. 
 I must, however, complete my statement on the 
Value of Alaska to the United States! 
 While I was laid up Congress (the House) 

passed 3 of my bills & the Senate one! 

Diary 41, 1932 
May 4 

Getting stronger - but go home & rest an hour or so 
every afternoon - go to bed & rest! 
Things in the office going along ok.  Congress 
crazy over bills to bring prosperity before the fall 
elections!!! 
 Returns by telegraph show that Dimond has won 
the Democratic nomination for Delegate over 
Grigsby & Zeigler.  Details are lacking but his 
plurality is sufficient to make him my competitor in 
November - certainly 
 Rustgard beat Foster - and will be a candidate 
for Atty. Genl. in Nov - what about the judgeship? 
The Atty. Genl. is very much exercised over 
Rustgards statements & action - may withdraw his 
name as Judge from the Senate! 

Diary 41, 1932 
May 5 

Ed. E. Allen. atty. Seattle, came in & will call again 
- nothing much 
Griffin, Indian Rights - called - to talk about Lomen 
& Eskimo herds -nothing of interest. 
Am again at work arranging data with respect to 
Alaska trade value - but find it hard to get my mind 
on the work.  Am feeling better & hope to get 
something done soon. 
Bob Crawford, singer, born in Dawson, lived for 
some years in Fairbanks, called.  Grace went out 
to see him and & enjoyed it.  He is considering a 
musical trip to Alaska!  
 
[clipping] 
 Spry and snappy despite his 62 years, Douglas 
Morgan, a linotype operator with The Washington 
Herald, last night greeted Robert M. Crawford, 
musician and concert baritone, here to discuss an 
airplane concert tour of Alaska with Judge James 
Wickersham, delegate from Alaska. 
 Crawford, who flew his plane from New York 
yesterday, dropped in to greet the man who began 
his musical education in Fairbanks, Alaska more 
than 20 years ago. 
 Morgan, then a gold miner, took a liking to young 
Crawford, who was the first white boy born in 



Dawson, then the roaringest mining camp on the 
Yukon. 

Diary 41, 1932 
May 6 

Busy in the office as usual 
Wrote a letter to Darrell. 
H.C. Strong - Ketchikan - called. 
My friend Edw. N. Allen called & we had a good 
long talk about Alaska. 
Working again on my statistical statement of the 
Value of Alaska. 
Am slowly getting better, but I was pretty weak & 
regain slowly. 

Diary 41, 1932 
May 7 

George Hanson, from Enumclaw, Wash. - one of 
the 
“Hanson boys” - came in with a friend to call.  
George is studying medicine at McGill College, 
Montreal, Canada, and he and his fellow student 
who resides at Montesano, Wash, are enroute 
home by automobile.  Busy in the office as usual. 
Edw. W. Allen will take dinner with us this evening: 
 Allen spent the evening with us & we enjoyed 
him very much. 

Diary 41, 1932 
May 8 

Grace spent part of the day at Arlington where a 
womans branch of the Am. Legion planted a tree in 
honor of the Mother of the Unknown Solider. 
Grace arranged to have Margaret Carter, a 
Ketchikan girl represent Alaska - the plan was 
carried out & they seem well pleased at the 
function. 
Received a telegram inquiring:  
“    Juneau, May 7 
What is the prospect of my confirmation as judge - 
    John Rustgard 
 
John waited a month before he noticed my 
telegram of April 7, notifying him of his 
appointment, so I judge he is in no hurry for 
information! 
 John must be frightened - 
May be the primary vote is small! 

Diary 41, 1932 
May 9 

Alaska papers with some scattered returns from 
the Primary Election of April 26, came today. 
As was to be expected the vigorous contest 
between Dimond, Grigsby and Zeigler brought out 

a large vote, while the fact that I had no opposition 
left me out of the picture.  Their combined votes 
look dangerous - but when it settles down to the fall 
election it may look better.  Dimond seems to be 
the nominee by a safe majority - or rather by a safe 
plurality - but he ran badly in the First Division, and 
I hope he does no better there this fall.  Anyway I 
have a hard fight to win - though I think I can do 
that! 

Diary 41, 1932 
May 10 

Sisson telegraphed Rustgard: 
“Cannot forecast Congressional action on Second 
Division merger.  Objection made to your 
confirmation.  In view of your attitude and 
hesitation believe wise course may be to withdraw 
your name and name another nomination. 
 Chas. P. Sisson, Asst. Attorney General.” 
 
 Also sent telegram to Gore: 
“Possibility substitute nomination may be made for 
Nome judgeship.  Would you accept.  Believe 
delegate Wickersham would gladly support you. 
 Chas. P. Sisson, Asst. Attorney General.” 
I also sent Rustgard an answer to his telegram of 
the 7th - to the point. 
 Before Com. on Ter. today - Alaskan matters 
went over for a week! 

Diary 41, 1932 
May 11 

Am having trouble (technical objection only) to Jim 
Virden's pension bill! 
Secured favorable action today on 5 river & harbor 
appropriations for Alaska. - Dry Strait, Wrangell 
Harbor, Wrangell Narrows, Stikine River & Kodiak 
harbor. 
Nothing further about Rustgard. 
Sent my approval to the Senate Judiciary Com. in 
the nomination of Judge Clegg to the Third Div. 
Alaska 
Sent Rustgard telegram yesterday in answer to his 
of 7th saying: 
“Cannot predict what action Judiciary Committee 
might take on your confirmation as judge stop 
charges have been filed that will first have to be 
considered stop am informed department 
considering your case 
James Wickersham, Delegate 
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Diary 41, 1932 
May 12 

Sisson telephoned that he had an answer to his 
telegram to Gore, saying he would be glad to 
accept the nomination as District Judge in Alaska. 
Also says Atty. Genl. approves appointment.  I 
expect Rustgards name will be withdrawn & Gore's 
sent to the Senate as Judge at Nome, this week. 
 The House was not in session today - adjourned 
to go to Alexandria and dedicate the Washington 
Masonic Memorial 
 - Rained hard all day & I remained at home. 

Diary 41, 1932 
May 13 

The House had up for consideration the War Dep't 
Appropriation bill but did not reach the Alaska 
items: 
I was ready to move to increase the Appro. for 
Alaska Roads from the amount of $354,310. to 
656,000 fixed by the Budget & will do so tomorrow 
when the item is reached. 
La Guardia of N.Y. told me he has a long telegram 
from Alaska asking him to assist - he did not say 
who sent the Telegram! 
Much excitement over finding the dead body of the 
Lindbergh baby hidden in the brush near its home! 
Found yesterday evening! 

Diary 41, 1932 
May 14 

Sisson telephoned that he took to the White House 
for the approval of the President yesterday - a 
withdrawal of Rustgards nomination & the 
nomination of Gore to succeed him.  That Newton, 
the President's political secretary objected & insists 
that Sisson telegraph to Rustgard & ask if he would 
accept. That he did so & Rustgard answered that 
he would accept the appointment to Nome!  
Whereupon the matter is held up and Rustgard 
goes to confirmation - if the Judiciary Com. of the 
Senate will confirm.  And there you are!  It looks 
now that the Senate may not act on his confir-
mation until next session - in the meantime (1) 
Gore is out (2) and Rustgard may be re elected or 
defeated for Atty Genl of Alaska, and (3) if Hoover 
is defeated this fall he will not have to decline - He 
has the advantage now! 

Diary 41, 1932 
May 15 

Grace went to Gettysburg with a large gang of 
D.A.R. - Her father was wounded at the battle - & 
she wished to see the site of the battle. 
Back tonight tired & hungry. 

 I worked all day in the office. 
Mifs Margaret Green telephoned Grace that her 
mother (a helpless invalid) had died today, to be 
buried tomorrow morning & Grace will go with 
Margaret to the burial.  The dead woman is Mrs. 
R.E. Robertson.  Juneau mother! 

Diary 41, 1932 
May 16 

Saw Atty Genl Mitchell about my Supreme Court 
bill - he is not very enthusiastic!  Saw Sisson & find 
him very bitter against Rustgard. (So is Mitchell) & I 
think Sisson will do what he can to prevent 
Rustgard from being confirmed!  Rustgards foolish 
pronouncement has very greatly prejudiced his 
standing with the Department & probably with the 
Jud. Com. of the Senate. 
H.C. Strong & wife, of Ketchikan, are here & seem 
friendly!  They took Grace to the Barnum & Bailey 
Circus today. 
 
Col. Oliver W. Spaulding, who served at St. 
Michael & Nome in 1899 called. He is the officer 
who scattered the Miners Meeting gathered to 
declare mining locations void on Anvil Creek & 
relocate there. 

Diary 41, 1932 
May 17 

See Todays Congressional Record, I moved to 
raise Appropriation of Alaska Road Commission to 
the Budged figures - after struggle defeated. 
McDuffie, Alabama, moved to strike out whole item 
- lone hard scrap & it went over without settlement.  
Looks bad & we may be defeated & get no money 
for that work at all! 
 
Com. on Indian Affairs sent the Senate bill (passed 
by Senate) to special sub Com. - hearing my bill to 
allow S.E. Alaska Indians to sue for value of their 
Indian title in Court of claims. 
Grace & I had the Strongs & Allen & Mary Lee 
Davis & husband to dinner at the Congressional 
Club. 

Diary 41, 1932 
May 18 

Hearing today before Com. on Ter. 
Senator Howell came over and spoke urging his 
Senate bill & Taylor (Col) bill to transfer Alaska 
Road Commission work (Road, trails & Bridges in 
Alaska) to the Interior Dept.  The Com. approved 
Taylors Bill - so both Senate & House have the 



identical bills pending - both approved - 
recommended for passage - Still Congress is so 
close to adjournment bill may not get through. 
 Secured favorable reports on several of my bills, 
claims, etc. 
 Notice that James W. McCauley, a Fairbanks 
born boy, & appointed by me as cadet at 
Annapolis, has passed his examinations 
successfully & would be admitted to the Academy! 

Diary 41, 1932 
May 19 

Contest renewed today on McDuffie’s (Alabama) 
motion to strike out the whole appropriation for the 
Alaska Road Commission.  Taylor of Colorado 
made a strong speech for the Appropriation & 
probably saved it, for the vote stood 50 against & 
only 56 in favor of our appropriation. 
The Democrats could probably have beaten us - 
but let the matter go! without further effort. 

Diary 41, 1932 
May 20 

Grace & I are invited to the home of Mrs. Tom 
Carter, widow, - he was Senator from Montana in 
the days when the Nome-Anvil Creek gold mines 
were in controversy & a friend of Alex McKenzie 
who attempted to “grab” those claims. 
- Sunday evening at 8 p.m. Mrs. Mary Lee Davis 
put the matter up to us - we consented. 
 The military Appro. bill passed with our Alaska 
Road Commission item in it - it was a close 
squeak! 
 Merle Leroy, old Alaskan photographer called.  
He is considering going in to rescue the bodies of 
Carpe & another who slipped into a crevasse on 
Mount McKinley this week & were killed!  [Allen 
Carpe and Theodore Koven] 
 Babes in the woods! 

Diary 41, 1932 
May 21 

Saw Sisson this morning about Appt. Chase, 
Marshal 3rd Vis - says cannot do anything before 
Nov. Election - keeping Sullivan “riding” for 
Minnesota political reasons.  Sisson is using every 
effort to get rid of Rustgard - Richey and O'Malley 
assisting him.  He called Senator Hebert on 
telephoned & asked him to get rid of Rustgard - 
and to confirm Clegg on next Monday if possible.  
Says he may go to Alaska this summer with 
O'Malley urged him to help Rep. ticket if he goes. 

Diary 41, 1932 
May 22 

Wrote a letter to Darrell - gave him the Alaska 
political slant. 
Grace and I are going out to call on John & Mary 
Lee Davis & we may go with them to call on Mrs. 
Carter - widow of Tom Carter former Senator from 
Montana and Jim Galen's sister - Cordova Alaska. 
I am taking to Mrs. Davis my copy of Dawson 
pictures - a book of 71 leaves - 142 pages, filled 
with Dawson photographs pasted on both sides - 2 
side pages - 2 pictures empty.  Mrs. Davis wishes 
to use them to study for her proposed book on 
Dawson.  I will tell her none are to be copied. 

Diary 41, 1932 
May 23 

Jim Kelleher of Nome called.  He is just back from 
a two year trip to Ireland, here he has two boys at 
School.  His wife died there & some litigation kept 
him there overtime - In the meantime his mining 
claims at Nome have been “jumped” & he wanted 
me to get the Departments to assist him. I advised 
him to go to Nome & hire a lawyer!  He finally 
concluded that was his only course! 
Mrs. W & I called (with the Davis') at the home of 
Mrs. Carter – Jim Galen’s sister,  last evening - 
present Seer Welsh, Congressmen Evans & 
Leavitt & their wives - the Catholic priest & many 
other friends of Mrs. C’s.  Mrs. C. is certainly a 
western “character  She was born in Tumwater 
Wash. and swears fluently and frequently! 
Anyway it was interesting! 

Diary 41, 1932 
May 24 

My bill (by request of Int. Dept.) came before Com. 
on Ter. this morning. 
The Sub. Com. cut out part relating to competitive 
bidding for coal on the Alaska Railroad & provided 
the Sec. of Int might buy coal from two or more 
mines along Rd. at not more than $3.15, $3.00 or 
$2.90 for first, second, and third grades of coal at 
his discretion.  Evans Jones Coal Co., Anchorage, 
objected, etc. & I sent them telegram of 
explanation! 
Recd. telegram, paid $200 from Wm L. Paul asking 
me to loan him & his mining company $500.- no 
answer.-  See May 26th for answer. 

Diary 41, 1932 
May 25 

Trouble with my Indian Land Bill, H.R. 5605 - 
S1196.  It has passed the Senate - some time 
since the President vetoed a somewhat similar bill 
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because it was not specific - opened the door to a 
wide range of claims - my bill is clearly open to this 
objection & I am now trying to get a special 
Committee of the Com. on Indian Affairs to take up 
the matter and recast the bill so as to bring it within 
the Presidents idea.  Congressman Loufborrow, 
Utah, will assist me - he is on a sub Committee 
having the bills in charge! 
Grace went over to Wilmington, Delaware, today to 
visit members of the Vrooman family in regard to 
the Genealogy of her (Vrooman) family. 
Later= Grace had a pleasant visit & enjoyed 
meeting her relatives. 

Diary 41, 1932 
May 26 

“Lawrence Richey, Private Secretary to President 
Hoover, called me up this afternoon and told me he 
intended to ask the President to withdraw the name 
of Rustgard as judge in Alaska and replace him 
with Lester gore!  He asked if that was satisfactory 
to me and I replied that it was! 
 I have written a letter to Wm L. Paul and refused 
to loan him $500 as per his telegraphic request.  
Also called his attention to the probable passage of 
my bill authorizing the Tlinget and Haida Indians of 
S.E. Alaska to bring suit in the U.S. Court of Claims 
for the value of their Indian title of occupancy & 
urged him & those Indians to support me in my 
endeavors to make them rich!! 

Diary 41, 1932 
May 27 

The President withdrew the name of John 
Rustgard, as nominee for district judge in 2nd Div. 
Nome, today & replaced it with that of Lester 0. 
Gore, of Ketchikan. 
Poor John, he wanted the Judgeship above all 
other earthly honors - but 2 things kept him from 
securing it -1st, his persistent candidacy for the 
office of Atty. Genl, & 2nd his fool attack on his 
friends who supported him for Judge - just before 
the Primary Election - it even criticised the 
President & Dept. of Justice for nominating him for 
the office of judge only a few days before the 
Primary Election.  Then too, John is afraid Hoover 
will not be elected President - in which case the 
Democrats would remove him as judge though 
they could not if he was elected Atty. Genl - he 
thinks the later is safer! 

Diary 41, 1932 
May 28 

[clipping] 
Nomination of Rustgard 
As Judge Is Withdrawn 

(Associated Press) 
 President Hoover yesterday nominated Lester O. 
Gore to be Federal Judge of Division No. 2, 
Alaska, succeeding G.J. Lomen. 
 At the same time the President withdrew the 
name of John Rustgard, who had previously been 
nominated as Federal judge in Alaskas to succeed 
Lomen.  He sent to the Senate the nomination of 
Henry C.W. Laubenheimer, of Illinois, for 
reappointment as United States marshal for the 
northern district of Illinois. 
 
Members of the House Com. - Sub. Com. to which 
my Alaska Indian land bill is referred seem greatly 
interested but suggest a larger special Com. & a 
wider range of investigation.  I am doubtful of the 
wisdom of this suggestion - though I am willing to 
consider the matter.  We will talk to Chairman 
Howard on Monday & see what he thinks about the 
matter.  I want my Indian Law Bill approved by the 
Com. at once, but do not insist on its passage by 
Congress until next winter. 

Diary 41, 1932 
May 29 

Made formal written reply inquiry form the Senate 
Com. on Judiciary about confirmation of Gore, as 
District Judge -Nome.  Approved & recommended 
his confirmation - urgently. 

Diary 41, 1932 
May 30 

Congressman Loufborrow of Utah, is much 
interested in my Alaska Indian bill & Indian Affairs: 
he insists that the problem must be left to a Special 
Com. of the Com. on Indian Affairs.  He & I saw 
Judge Howard, Chairman Com. on Indian Affairs, 
today & he advises that a resolution reciting the 
main facts should he written & passed by his Com. 
& the special Com. appointed to have full charge of 
all Alaska Indian bills etc. to study the problems - 
etc. etc. 
I am busy preparing such a Reso. for presentation 
to the full Com. on Wednesday I greatly fear it will 
delay my Tlinget -Haida bill! but the Com. is in 
command. 



Diary 41, 1932 
May 31 

Have spent much of today preparing a Resolution - 
preceded by whereas is setting forth the necessity 
for the resolution - to be offered to the House Com- 
on Indian Affairs.  I will ask the Committee to adopt 
the Reso. and appoint a Special Sub-Committee 
on Indian Affairs to consider the necessary public 
policy in relation to Alaska Indians etc.  My purpose 
is to induce the Committee to take up not only my 
Tlinget-Haida land bill but generally the whole 
Indian problem in Alaska. 
 Heard President Hoover read a message to the 
Senate today urging speed in passing the tax bill to 
balance the Budget.  He made a good & 
satisfactory impression. 

Diary 41, 1932 
June 1 

I presented my Resolution to the House Committee 
on Indian Affairs today & found the members much 
interested.  The Reso. was adopted - but I fear this 
will result in holding up any report on my land bill 
until next winter.  But it had to be done - for I think 
the Committee would not favorably report the 
Tlinget-Haida land bill until they study the situation 
- so it was the only thing to do! 
 House today called the Private Calendar - 
stopped just at my first claims bill - but will proceed 
tomorrow from that point. 
 I am preparing to leave Wash.- about the 10th to 
go first to the Republican Nat. Convention at 
Chicago - & then home to Alaska. 

Diary 41, 1932 
June 2 

House passed two of my small bills today: Relief of 
Clyde Sheldon, for the remission of a fine for illegal 
fishing, & for the relief of Ned Bishop, to return to 
him a Thousand dollar Liberty Bond that the Alaska 
Railroad claimed & sold as surety on a tie contract 
etc. 
 John Barrett, Ins. one of my Alaska friends called 
spent an hour. - He is Billie Barretts brother - both 
of then early arrivals in Fairbanks & my friends. 

Diary 41, 1932 
June 3 

Oscar Ohman, Swede, just back from Sweden 
called - he is on his way back home to Cordova. 
 Dan Sutherland called - he made no objection to 
the appointment of Lester 0. Gore for judge - said 
Rustgard was a “dam fool” & will call again. 
My speech on the Trade Value of Alaska to the 
U.S. Cong. Record May 12, is printed - 6000 - & 

ready to mail out to Alaska. 
 Capitol crowded with veterans of the World War - 
coming in buses - cars - & walking - demanding 
immediate payment of a bonus! 

Diary 41, 1932 
June 4 

The House has caught up & passed the Senate in 
its work - the Senate is slow & talkative and is now 
holding up the final work of Congress while its 
members talk without limit.  In the House the 
general limit of debate to each member is 5 
minutes, but a Senator may (and frequently does) 
talk for 5 hours - hence the jam in that body when 
there must be an adjournment. 
There are hundreds of hungry, tired dimly and 
ragged War Veterans now in and coming to 
Washington to force Congress to pass a bonus law 
to give them a huge sum from the U.S Treasury. 
It may cause trouble & is causing political parties 
and Congressmen much fear & troubling over the 
result of this fall election! 

Diary 41, 1932 
June 5 

The “Bonus Marchers” - the Veterans of the World 
War are gathering in Washington - Senator Borah 
says “Not a cent for the Veterans as long as they 
remain in Washington as a bodily threat to 
Congress.” 
 Karle Theile, Delegate to the Republican Nat. 
Convention at Chicago called at my office this 
morning.  Only Grace was here - he said he would 
call again tomorrow! 
I have written a special letter to Arthur Brisbane, 
Editor of Hearsts Newspapers, sending him a copy 
of my printed speech on the Trade Value of Alaska 
to the U.S. and asking him to take note of Alaska’s 
value to the parent country, etc. 

Diary 41, 1932 
June 6 

Karl Theile, Sec. of Alaska Territory and Delegate 
to the Republican National Convention at Chicago, 
called today & we had a long pleasant interview 
about politics, etc.  He will take dinner with us 
Wednesday evening.   
 Ernest Walker Sawyer, assistant to Sec. Wilbur 
also called & we, too, had a long discussion of 
Alaska matters - He was interested in that part of 
my political platform of two years ago relating to 
giving British Columbia an international right of way 
corridor across Alaska, preferably down the Stikine 
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or Taku rivers - & I gave him a copy of my platform 
so that he might study that particular question!! 

Diary 41, 1932 
June 7 

Am sending 500 of my Speeches on “Alaska’s 
Trade Value to the United States” to my friend L.M. 
Sullivan, U.S. Dist. Atty. at Nome, with a request 
that he and Chas. D. Jones, U.S. Marshal address 
& put them in the post office to that many voters in 
that 2nd Div.  It is casting a little political bread 
upon the waters -  Will Steel will address those to 
the other Divisions - 6000! 

Diary 41, 1932 
June 8 

Judge Howard, Chairman, House Com. on Indian 
today agreed to support four men whom I approved 
on the Alaska Special Sub. Committee on Indian 
Affairs.  I met with general Com. & moved to 
increase the number to Six, 3 Democrats & 3 
Republicans - agreed. 
The 3 Republicans are to be Judge Loufborrow, of 
Utah,  Scott Leavitt of Montana & Judge 
Williamson of So. Dakota.  Howard agreed also to 
appoint Dr. Serovich, of N.Y. & will name the other 
2 Democrats & the Chairman at once.  I asked him 
to appoint Loufborrow, Ch. but he did not consent. 

Diary 41, 1932 
June 9 

Grace is getting our rooms at No. 110 Md. Ave. 
S.W. arranged - our baggage packed, etc. and we 
will go to Chicago & then home, leaving Sunday 
afternoon on the Pennsylvania Rd. 
We had Karl Theile, Sec. of Alaska & Bartley 
Howard, Anchorage Coal Co. to dinner with us at 
the Shoreham Hotel, last evening. An closing up 
my affairs & will go west Sunday. 

Diary 41, 1932 
June 10 

The bill to create Federal Home Loan Banks was 
before the House, a notion was made to strike the 
provision extending it to the Territories of Alaska & 
Hawaii! 
I got to the House in time to talk 3 minutes against 
the motion, where I was defeated - throats, I am 
not sure we can get any benefit from it. 
Still I opposed barring us, from the benefit if any 
there be.  The Senate increased the appropriations 
for the Alaska Road Com. work to nearly $500,000! 
from $354,000!  That will help - if conferees do not 
strike it down again. 
Sent Darrell a telegram saying we will be in Seattle 

by June 22 - & to meet us there at that time.  Will 
Steel will take our rooms in 110 Md. Ave. N.E. till 
we come back. 

Diary 41, 1932 
June 11 

Judge Clegg was confirmed by the Senate late 
yesterday! 
Drew $1750. (2 N.Y. Drafts - $500. each & $750 in 
cash) from Sergeant at arms. 
There are objections made to Senator Dill by a 
newspaper man named Brown from Seattle - I 
think they, come from the Bondy friends - Talked to 
Dill today & tried to get the matter cleared up - says 
he will telegraph Hartman Seattle & John Troy, 
Juneau!  I think both of them will answer probably. 

Diary 41, 1932 
June 12 

Grace & I left Washington today 4 p.m. 
Pennsylvania R.R. - we will stop over at Chicago & 
attend the convention (Rep. Nat) & then go on to 
Seattle, where we will meet Darrell & Jane & spend 
two or three days with them & then go on to 
Juneau. 
 It was cold on the train & I did not sleep well.  
Grace is a good traveler & got along much better 
than I did. 

Diary 41, 1932 
June 13 

We reached Chicago at 10 a.m. Found Al. White, 
U.S. Marshal Karl Theile, Territorial Secretary - the 
two Delegates to the Rep. Nat. Convention already 
at the Stevens hotel - where we took rooms, also. 
 Rasmussen, Rep. Nat. Committeeman, at the 
Blackstone Hotel, & Caswell, Dep. under White 
who will act as Asst. Sergeant at Arms at the 
Convention. 
 We had a meeting of our Alaska contingent, and 
after much plain talk, for White & Theile are 
unfriendly, we prepared an Alaska resolution for 
the Nat. Com. on Reso’s & agreed on a general 
plan of action.  Also discussed general political 
plans in relation to the Alaska campaign - 
separated friendly. 

Diary 41, 1932 
June 14 

National Republican Convention 
 I attended the meeting of the Convention - heard 
the preliminaries & Senator Dickinsons Keynote 
speech etc.   
 Our Alaska group paid an early morning call on 
Sec. of Interior Ray Lyman Wilbur & presented the 
Resolution favoring Alaska & asked his assistance: 



He promised to aid.   
 Received a mean letter from Louis F. Paul, 
Petersburg, Alaska. He & “Billy” want money for 
their influence - sale of Indian vote.  Will take 
matter up with our organization in Alaska. 
Grace & I attended a beautiful dinner in the great 
dining room of Stevens Hotel - heard Sec. of War, 
Hurley deliver a good Key note speech supporting 
Hoover. 

Diary 41, 1932 
June 15 

The Alaska Delegates to the Convention 
succeeded in getting a good resolution in the Rep. 
Platform favoring Alaska.  
Grace has met her younger-day friend Mr. Bentley, 
of Wisconsin, a delegate to the Convention, & has 
greatly enjoyed meeting him again.  She is 
enjoying her visit to the city of Chicago & the 
Convention: Being a member, by Mrs. F.J. Hunts 
proxy, of the Nat. Rep. Committee, she gets a 
prominent seat with the ladies of that Com. on the 
platform, etc. 

Diary 41, 1932 
June 16 

The show is over - Hoover and Curtis are the 
nominees of the Republican National Convention! 
I did not go out to the Convention but heard the 
proceedings, speeches, etc. over the radio.  Grace 
has had the experience - she did not miss any part 
of the Convention & was especially thrilled with the 
very prominent part her early day friend Judge 
Bently, of Wisconsin played in it.  He made an 
interesting & effective speech in seconding the 
nomination of Hoover. 
We will leave Chicago tonight on the Northern 
Pacific Ry. for Seattle.  Telegram from Steel saying 
nothing doing in Alaska matters - So I will go on 
west. 

Diary 41, 1932 
June 17 

Along the Mississippi River, St. Paul - Minnesota, 
North Dakota. 
Al. White, U.S. Marshal, Juneau & Caswell, his 
chief deputy, Ketchikan are on the train with us - 
going home. 

Diary 41, 1932 
June 18 

Butte, Montana -  
Missoula.  Sand Point. 
Spokane. 
Met Dr. Fay. lecturer & teacher of some branch of 
medical science in the Johns Hopkins at 

Philadelphia.  He regaled me with some boys 
memories of a journey he made to Valdez in 1903 
with his father - an attorney, Seattle, who had 
charge of the trial of the Hubbard-Elliott miming 
case at Valdez while I was judge there. 

Diary 41, 1932 
June 19 

We arrived in Seattle at 10 a.m. & went to the Frye 
Hotel.  It seemed like getting home to come down 
out of the mountains into the Puyallup valley.  The 
old Frye hotel also gave us a homelike feeling.  
Almost the first person we met was Mrs. (Ex Gov.) 
Strong - who is a friend & a cheerful talker.  We 
were tired & rested. 
Sent a telegram to Darrell! 

Diary 41, 1932 
June 20 

Called & had a friendly talk with O’Malley - about 
Wm L. Paul & other things of political character.  He 
suggested that he would see if some of the 
cannery interests would not employ Paul!  Also 
called on Edw. Allen, attorney - talked about Paul 
to him. 
Darrell & Jane came to the hotel Frye to visit us 
today.  Grace went out to Kent to visit her sister & 
family.  Ruth Coffin, Graces niece, had dinner with 
us. 

Diary 41, 1932 
June 21 

Called at Alaska Weekly office & had a good visit 
with Knight, Kilroy & Cotter.  Kilroy gave me a 
dozen copies of Rampart Forum & the first copy of 
the Nome News, etc.  Spent part of day trying to 
assist Grosvold, Sand Point, with mail contract.  
Recd. telegram C.O.D. from Billy Paul asking me to 
give his wife money enough to go to Alaska & then 
a nasty blackmailing letter - both in one day. 
He is an ingrate & a fool! 

Diary 41, 1932 
June 22 

Went over to Tacoma with Darrell in his automobile 
- visited the ranch - O.K. then saw Winden - things 
in pretty good shape.  Dinner at Winthrop Hotel - 
met a crowd of Alaska delegates to the Masonic 
Grand Lodge – Interview with Fehse, Railway Mail, 
about Grosvolds Sand Point project for mail 
contract. 
 Home at Seattle - date for tomorrow to have 
dental work done! 
 Called at Kent enroute to Tacoma & visited 
Grace’s sisters. 
 Long interview with Rasmussen Rep. Nat. Com. 
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for Alaska about our fall campaign & organization. 
He is friendly. 

Diary 41, 1932 
June 23 

Gore was confirmed Dist. Judge in Alaska by U.S. 
Senate today   
Mrs. Paul came & asked me to give her $200. 
above the sum needed for tickets & that sum in 
addition to enable her to pay the household bills & 
go to Ketchikan. 
I declined.  She said he had written her to ask me 
for the money.  His insulting & threatening letters 
justify my action.   
 Had my teeth dentistried today - one removed - 
others ground! 
Mrs. Troy. Strong bid us goodby - she goes on her 
trip to Europe in the morning. 

Diary 41, 1932 
June 24 

Had interview with Neals, U.S. Post office inspector 
about continuing dog mail deliveries along the 
Yukon & interior rivers - we both agree that it 
should be done. 
 Erickson, of Lowman & Hanford book store urged 
me to finish my “Old Yukon Trails” & let his friends 
publish it!  I prefer an eastern publisher, but may 
be compelled to accept his suggestion. 
We had Edw. W. Allen, Mr. Rasmussen Rep. Nat. 
Com. for Alaska & Graces niece for dinner. 
Rasmussen urged me to give Mrs. Paul money to 
take her & family back to. Alaska! 
Attended Luncheon at Chamber of Com: given to a 
group of scientific researchers! 

Diary 41, 1932 
June 25 

Have concluded to give Mrs. Paul some assistance 
- for herself & children. 
Saw the Mgr. of Northland Trans. Co and he said 
he would give them half fare to Ketchikan, which I 
intended to pay, but on talking with Mrs. Paul she 
informed me she could get transportation on 
“Prince of Wales” to Ketchikan on account of 
money owed to her husband so I will give her Two 
Hundred ($200) dollars to pay her bills here! 
 Busy today calling on people who are interested 
in Alaska matters. 

Diary 41, 1932 
June 26 

Grace & I were married this day four years ago. 
With Darrell & Jane we went to Buckley & visited 
the old home and then Aunt Kate & Minnie & family 

also Maud & Nellie.  Then we went over to 
Enumclaw & had dinner with Harold and Dorothy.  
She seems to be a fine girl & both are happy!  Her 
father & mother were at dinner with us. 
 Back to Seattle – tired 
 
[clipping] 

WICKERSHAM 
PLEASED WITH  
ALASKA PLANK 

Delegate Now Visiting In Seat- 
tle Will Sail for the North 

Early in July 
 Smiling, urbane and, withal, as virile as ever, the 
Hon. James Wickersham, who is in Seattle enroute 
to Alaska, dropped into the office of the Alaska 
Weekly one day this week with his son, D.P. 
Wickersham of San Francisco, who came north to 
join his distinguished father for a few days’ visit in 
Seattle.   
Judge Wickersham, who, with Mrs. Wickersham, is 
a guest of the Frye Hotel during his Seattle 
sojourn, attended the Republican National 
convention on his way west from Washington, 
D.C., and was highly pleased with the plank in the 
party platform which reads:  “We favor the policy of 
giving the people of Alaska the widest possible 
self-government and selection so far as possible of 
bona fide residents for position in that territory, and 
the placing of its citizens on an equality with those 
of the several states.” 

Diary 41, 1932 
June 27 

[clipping continued] 
Not Satisfied with Alaskan Legislation 

 Judge Wickersham will go North early in July to 
take up the cudgels for re-election as delegate to 
Congress from Alaska. “While I have been far from 
satisfied,” said the judge, “with the appropriations 
for the territory and with some other legislation and 
departmental rulings, no one can successfully 
combat tendencies which result from times such as 
those through which we are now passing.  About 
all I could do was to register my objections as 
forcefully as possible, and then abide by results 
with such good grace as I could muster.” 



To Campaign for Re-Election 
 “Fighting Jim,” through the summer and fall 
months, will make his headquarters at this home in 
Juneau, and it is anticipated that he will make a 
rather extensive tour of the territory, visiting his 
constituents in the various districts, consulting with 
his party leaders and explaining to the general 
public his work in Washington during his past term 
and those things he expects to accomplish for the 
territory when re-elected, as he confidently expects 
to be.  Secretary Steel, who is thoroughly familiar 
with congressional and departmental circles in 
Washington will keep the delegate’s office open 
during his absence and will be ready to handle 
efficiently any Alaskan interests requiring attention. 
 
Darrell & Jane left this morning with Automobile for 
San Francisco. 
Loaned Mrs. Wm L. Paul two hundred ($200) 
dollars. She gave me a receipt for that sum. 
Am sending Will Steel, Wash. telegram asking for 
news on when Congress will adjourn, etc. 
Answer from Steel saying Congress will adjourn on 
Saturday! 
We had dinner with Capt. & Mrs. Langley[?] at their 
beautiful home in Seattle, & a ride to 3 Tree point. 
Bartley Howard came in tonight from Wash. via 
San Francisco by air plane - He has good 
prospects of getting his Matanuska Coal Mine 
financed by S.F. capital & seems very jubilant in 
consequence. 

Diary 41, 1932 
June 28 

Went out with Col. Somerset & Col (Genl) Steese 
to inspect the U.S. Radio Station used for Alaska 
business on the hill in West Seattle, but it meant 
little to me as I do not have knowledge of such 
plants.  Had lunch with the 2 Colonels at the 
Athletic Club. 
Archbishop Vladimir Alexandrof who claims to own 
the Russian Church property in Alaska called - I do 
not care for him - He is a troublesome Soviet agent 
if I am not mistaken. 
Wrote a long letter to Will Steel, Wash, to send me 
Trade Value Speech for distribution in 3rd & 4th 
Divisions. 

Diary 41, 1932 
June 29 

Nothing much today except to listen in on the radio 
reports of the Democratic Convention at Chicago. 
 Mr. & Mrs. Faucher from Kent took lunch & 
visited with us, Graces sister & husband. 

Diary 41, 1932 
June 30 

Paid taxes on my two lots in Denny & Hoyts 
addition to Seattle - $52.40 
Jack Dalton called & we had a good visit & talked 
of old days on the Dalton Trail & Jacks old store at 
Haines, etc.  Also I called on Volney Richmond, 
Pres. of the N.C. Co.  He promised to campaign for 
me - by letters & personally in Sept. on his visit to 
his stores on the Yukon.  He ought 
to get me a good many votes! 
 The radio is giving us a clear record of events as 
they occur at the Demo. Nat. Com. in Chicago.  It 
is an interesting - an exciting convention.  
Roosevelt has a majority of the delegates for Pres - 
& while Smith of N.Y. & “favorite sons” are fighting 
him it looks as if he would win. 

Diary 41, 1932 
July 1 

Bought my S.S. tickets to Ketchikan - $8500! 
Edw. W. Allen, atty for Nakat Co. called & said he 
had written to the Co. advising employment of Wm 
L. Paul as their Alaska representative!  O’Malley 
suggested this project & I approve.  Poor Billy will 
starve if he cannot get a job - for his Seattle plans 
all went awry. 

Diary 41, 1932 
July 2 

We left Seattle on the SS. “Yukon” this morning at 
9 oclock - A small crowd of 85 passengers - no 
tourists.  Phil. S. Smith, Alaska geologist - Chief 
U.S. Alaska geology - aboard.  Met a few friends -  
Dr. Smith introduced another man by the same 
name, who is taking material & experts into Willow 
Creek to open a new mine.  Also Casler, former 
U.S. Dep. Marshal at Valdez, going 
in with lumber & other material to construct a new 
river boat for the Alaska Railroad - to operate on 
the Tanana & Yukon rivers. 
Rainy.   
Through Seymour Narrows at 11 tonight. 

Diary 41, 1932 
July 3 

Met a Mr. Thompson, special agent for U.S. 
Bureau of Indian Affairs - going to June-au to study 
school questions.  I gave him my version of the 
subject and suggested that he talk to Paul’s at 
Ketchikan & Petersburg and Keller at Juneau.  
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Gave him copies of my Speech & the hearings on 
the Indian Land Bill in relation to the condition of 
the S.E. Alaska Indians.  We have also met a Miss 
Leak going to Sleetmute on the Kuskokwim river.  
She seems a very competent & sensible woman. 

Diary 41, 1932 
July 4 

Our boat landed at Ketchikan at 7 oclock this 
morning. Met O’Malley, U.S. Com. of Fisheries - 
taking his boot out as we came in.  Have visited 
friends all day - attended a baseball game between 
Anyox B.C. mine & the Ketchikan mine - K - won 6 
to 1. 
 It seems to me there is a much better feeling 
here toward me.  Had good talk with Judge Gore 
before he left on the “Yukon” enroute to Nome 
where he goes, via Fairbanks to take up his court 
as judge.  He assured me of his gratitude for aiding 
him to the appointment & promised the most active 
support in the fall election - considering his 
position.  Said he would retain Jensen as clerk - 
provided J -acted friendly! 

Diary 41, 1932 
July 5 

Spent the day in calling upon my friends - and 
supporters.  Had a good talk with Heckman & 
Johnson.  Good visit with Roy Anderson - the Ed. 
of the Chronicle.  that paper will be neutral & 
friendly.  Also with McCain - who was drunk, but 
said he & his friends would support me.  He is the 
boss of the underworld. 
Talked with Mrs. Willis who wants to start a political 
magazine - & is naturally & violently opposed to my 
opponent, & will support me if I support her 
magazine. 
Saw Billy Paul, but he was non-committal!  Grace 
out riding with Carters & we had dinner with Jack & 
Mrs. Talbot - the Hunts present.  Beautiful day. 

Diary 41, 1932 
July 6 

A busy day visiting the business men of Ketchikan.  
Made an address before the Chamber of 
Commerce on the Trade Value of Alaska - 49 
members present. 
Conferred with presidents of both banks & 
managers, and received much favorable support.  
Heckman came & urged me to send for Paul & 
make peace with him - but I have not done so.  I 
can no longer trust him! 
He is threatening & trying to get money from both 

sides! 
I am confident of good support in K.  Attended a 
meeting interested in establishing an organization 
honing to get funds from Spokane for establishing 
farm loans in S.E. Alaska.   
Grace at bridge card games - at Carters - Pres. 
Light & Power Co! 
Foxy John Frame had dinner with me. Says he is a 
Democrat: which means he will support Dimond - if 
paid for it. 

Diary 41, 1932 
July 7 

Spent the day as usual - visiting my political 
friends.  Visited the business men - & the cigar 
stores with McCain - the “Capone” of this town.  
Left Ketchikan at 10 oclock in the evening on the 
“Alaska” for Juneau. 

Diary 41, 1932 
July 8 

Came to Wrangell in the forenoon early - my friend 
W.D. (Billy) Grant met me, & Stump, my auto 
driving friend & he took us (Grace & me) out to see 
the Shoemaker Bay Indian School Buildings- now 
being constructed.  Many friends & supporters 
called - looks good. 
 Our boat arrived at Petersburg in the early 
afternoon -had a long & quite satisfactory talk with 
Louis Paul, editor of the “Alaskan.”  Talked plainly 
to him that his brother was getting money from the 
Democrats & wanted me to pay him also - that I 
would not do it. 
He assured me of his & his papers loyalty & I gave 
him the agreed monthly allowance of $5000. 

Diary 41, 1932 
July 9 

Our boat spent the night in delivering freight at 
Tanaka & landed us in Juneau at 10 a.m.  A 
beautiful sunny day & we so enjoyed getting home.  
Meeting all our old friends.  We took rooms at the 
“Zynda Hotel” - tired but happy.  The Empire is 
criticising me for failure to prevent the change of 
Alaska road work from the Alaska Road 
Commission to the Interior Dept.  
 Col. Elliott, Ch. of Alaska Road Com. has been 
ordered to Washington for service & will leave on 
the 20th which will leave our dwelling house vacant.  
No mail of importance except a letter from 
Congressman. Loufborrow in relation to Indian 
matters! which will give me some good political 
support this fall, I hope. 



Diary 41, 1932 
July 10 

I am very tired so slept most of the day - though it 
is a gorgeous one. 
Commissioner O’Malley is here.  Recd. notice of 
meeting of the Republican candidates with 
Rasmussen, Rep. Vat. Com. tomorrow evening at 
7.30, for consultation & organization.   
Jack McCord called - is on the “Polar Bear” boat 
from westward & I got up & went down to see the 
Captain & officers - they are from Kodiak & will give 
me strong support for they want the mail contract 
next year - they are also friends & partners with 
Bradford & appreciate my aid in the floating 
cannery fight against the Welch Bill - where Dr. 
Serovich & I signed the minority report. 

Diary 41, 1932 
July 11 

My friend, Tewksbury reporter for the Juneau 
Empire called at Zynda Hotel & interviewed me & 
today gave me a front page column stating my 
views & the facts about the transfer of the Alaska 
Road Com. to the Interior Dept.  He gave it fairly & 
I am much pleased with it.   
 Tonight we had a meeting of all the Juneau Rep. 
candidates with Rasmussen, Rep. Nat. Com. at 
Grover C. Winns office.  Present: Rasmussen, 
Winn, Cash Cole, Keller, Rustgard (who was very 
friendly), Al White, & myself.  A letter from Louis 
Paul was read by Al White, demanding money 
($1500), the suppression of the Petersburg Press, 
his opposition paper, and an appointment for Wm L. 
Paul!  Nothing done about it.  Cash Cole, as usual, 
quarreled with all present & finally left, declaring he 
would run independently & would not support the 
rest of the candidates!! 

Diary 41, 1932 
July 12 

Called on the Gov. Collector of Customs & other 
Federal and Territorial officials.  
Rasmussen visiting same officials urging them to 
support the Rep. ticket in November - they agree 
generally to do so. - Judge Harding seems doubtful 
- says I am unfriendly to his reappointment next 
February.  I shall not promise him anything until he 
actually supports the ticket - which he did not do 
two years ago.  Gave McBride the jar of honey 
E.W. Griffin gave me!  It may help McB- who 
seemed grateful - he is only a shadow of his former 
self.  Writing letters & attending to matters here at 

request of people who ask it. 

Diary 41, 1932 
July 13 

Have a room in Grover C. Winns office & many 
persons come & talk over political & other matters. 
Invited to attend dinner by the Juneau Chamber of 
Commerce. The Empire had long double column 
criticising me for not objecting to passage of the bill 
transferring Alaska Road Commission to Interior 
Department. 

Diary 41, 1932 
July 14 

Stabler called & gave me data about proposed 
action against the Peratovich cannery etc. at 
Klawock.  Says Indians dissatisfied with Rep. party 
etc. & thinks I may do something to protect 
Peratovich.  Must see Jack Wilson & go over to 
Klawock, Hoonah & other places! 
Later: I sent a telegram to Peratovich asking him to 
come to Juneau. 
Attended the Chamber of Commerce dinner - 
spoke ten minutes – on the Trade value of Alaska. 
Sent telegram to Mrs. Nellie Berry postmistress at 
Haines asking if she wished to continue in office 
here, etc. 
 Agreed with Al White to give the Rep. Ter. 
Organization Committee $500. for use in 
campaign. 

Diary 41, 1932 
July 15 

Sent Louis F. Paul, “Alaskan”, at Petersburg copies 
of (1) plant in the Rep. Nat. platform relating to 
“Indians.” (2) copy of my resolution by which the 
Com. on Indian Affairs appointed its Special Sub. 
Com. on Alaska Indians & (3) copy Congressman 
Loufborrows letter approving that plan of relief. 
Judge Harding asked me to call at his office which I 
did.  He said he had been informed that I was 
unfriendly to him, etc.  Ans. that I was not: said I 
had promised the Rep. organization not to 
recommend any one for major offices without 
consulting with Rasmussen, etc.  He agreed to 
support me & advise his appointees to do so.  I 
said I would not file charges & would see he had 
notice & a fair hearing if any one else do - nothing 
more. 

Diary 41, 1932 
July 16 

Recd. two letters from the Pauls: Wm L’s letter is 
directed to W D Grant who sent it on to me, saying 
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he would not support me - or the Rep. ticket. 
Louis’ Letter is addressed to me saying he & the 
Indians will not support the Rep. ticket because the 
candidates will not give him $1500.- appoint Billy to 
an office & put the Petersburg Press out of 
business:  Am sending copies of Paul Bros. letters 
to Steel. 
“Concrete” Johnson, of Douglas, took me over to 
the Douglas Island location of his mining claim - 
the “VI”-4 -today - He thinks he has a rich claim like 
the “Treadwell” & wants my assistance! 
I will talk further with him - but will invest very 
slowly! 

Diary 41, 1932 
July 17 

Lockie & Mrs. McKinnon took Grace & me out to 
Stablers house on the highway - beyond the Auk 
canneries & we had dinner there.  They have a 
beautiful home with a fine southern view - we had a 
good dinner & a pleasant hour - Raining in Juneau 
- none at Auk Bay - the old Indian village of Auk 
Bay was located there for that reason? 
Stabler told me that there was a warrant out for 
arrest of J.R. Peratovich, Indian at Klawock for 
packing unsanitary fish and suggested that a 
nominal fine was sufficient - and that I might say 
that to him - which I will do. 

Diary 41, 1932 
July 18 

Interview Al White - says Wm L. Paul coming on 
boat this afternoon - Al is in a grouch because I 
called on Judge Harding - if one speaks to a 
Federal appointee the others are suspicious - a 
bad family feeling. 
Talked to Flory - about Douglas bridge - Ketchikan 
road contracts – politics! 
He is loyal to the whole ticket. 
Talk with Frank Booth, Indian, who told me 4 Indian 
boats at Kake would not fish for want of gasoline & 
oil - offered to lend them $5000 he said he would let 
me know if they needed it. 
The Kake Indians are in financial trouble for 
provisions & cannot run their fishing boats for want 
of same - etc. 
Recd. Resolution of Thanks to Local Union No 344, 
Nat. Fed. Fed. Employees Anchorage, Alaska for 
my success for them in Wash. D.C. 

Diary 41, 1932 
July 19 

Wm L. Paul, Al White & Frank Booth called: Paul 
made demand to be appointed my clerk, that I 
submit to a platform written by him and put of 
larger contributions etc.  I talked frankly & forcibly 
to him: told him I would not appoint him my clerk; 
that his proposed attack on O’Malley was a fool 
thing to do, but that I would submit to a plank 
against fish traps.- we had bitter talk & he left mad 
& declared he would fight me! and urge the Indians 
all to vote against me!! so thats that. it will probably 
defeat me!! 
Sent telegram to W.D. Branch asking to help Kake 
people by giving them work in cannery.  Also to 
Peratovich about fish matter as suggested by 
Stabler. 

Diary 41, 1932 
July 20 

Al. White & Frank Booth took Paul in hand last 
night & Al reports this morning that they made an 
arrangement with Paul to stay in and support the 
Republican party - the Com. has agreed to pay him 
$250. per month for 3 mo. to work among & 
organize his people & promised him that after the 
election they will - if we can & try to get him an 
appointment!  He also promised to “lay off” calling 
O’Malley names & will be friendly to every 
Republican candidate!!  Booth seems to have been 
the persuasive influence that brought peace - but I 
feel that Paul feared the Indians would not follow 
him out of the party!  I approved the matters 
bringing peace & will aid in keeping it. 

Diary 41, 1932 
July 21 

Saw Friehle, Nakat Co. last night & told him fully 
about the political situation - told him not to pay 
Paul any more - if he wished to contribute to pay to 
Rep. Div. Com. & let it act. 
Nothing exciting today 
Rumor of closing the Alaska Railroad from Nov 1, 
to March 31! 
 Grace writing letters to my supporters in distant 
precincts. 
Making agreement with “Concrete” Johnson about 
an interest in two mining claims on Douglas Island. 
He agreed to dead me 10% of the two claims for 
$100 - my assistance in procuring capital to assist 
in opening & developing them as mines. 



Diary 41, 1932 
July 22 

I have bought from Grace a house & small lot 
44.86 feet on Franklin St, between the Bishop 
Apartments and the Presbyterian church, for 
$3000. to be paid on her Mtg. for $10000 on the 
whole. property! 
O’Malley is here - reports favorable conditions, 
politically, to the westward. He is also lining up the 
Federal officials in support of the Rep. ticket. 
Al. Whites, seems disheartened - Dole, Rustgard & 
& Winn are in a feud - Cole says he will not work 
with the other candidates & will issue his own 
platform & will go alone - pay his own expenses & 
make his own separate campaign. 
Telegrams from Branch & Kake Supt. telling me 
they were assisting the Kake Indians as requested. 

Diary 41, 1932 
July 23 

Gave the Behrends Bank my check on the 
Sergeant at Arms, Wash. D.C. for $3000. as 
purchase price of lot & house belonging to Grace - 
to pay off that much of her mortgage - I am to have 
house and lot free of the Bank Mtg. also frees her 
Seattle country land. 
Friehle told me that Wm L. Paul - as been on the 
payroll of the Nakat Co. up to Jan. 1st ‘32 when he 
was dropped - then it was Paul became too poor & 
began to bombard me for money!! 
He will not even stay bought. 

Diary 41, 1932 
July 24 

Sent DeVere Wickersham, my nephew at 60 
Lexington Ave., Jersey City, N.J. the sum of $2500 
he has been in the hospital with mastoid operation 
& is broke. 
 Have today prepared a form of agreement with 
“Concrete” Aaron Johnson, Douglas, for 10% 
interest in 2 lode mining claims -”VI” & “Li” on 
Douglas Island, for $100 & services. 
 Later Johnson concluded to examine what I 
wrote & took it away for consideration!  I am 
inclined to keep out of his scheme because he is 
hard to manage & difficult to do business with. 

Diary 41, 1932 
July 25 

Busy in the office writing letters to people in distant 
parts of the Territory and sending out printed 
matters - 
Had invitation from the DeVignes to meet Stuart 
Edward White - writer for Sat- Evening Post etc. - 
we all went over to Gov. Parks & his Colorado 

relations gave as an hours moving pictures of 
Yellowstone - their family dog, and other silly 
things!  The White’s yawned & poor Mrs. DeVighne 
squirmed - 
Al. White announces in this evenings Empire his 
intention to go to Idaho & aid in Senator Thomas’ 
reelection - thus leaving us flat in Alaska! 
Talked with Mrs. Hermann about organizing the 
Republican women - a good idea! 

Diary 41, 1932 
July 26 

Called on Selby, Strollers Weekly, & he responded 
good naturedly - we talked politics & the support of 
his paper.  He says he will give me active aid in 
politics, & I took him over some printing work. 
Long & satisfactory talk with Al. White - he was 
inclined to be suspicious because I called & talked 
with Judge Harding & was even inclined to look 
upon that- act as a cause of war with me!  But 
finally he came out of the maze & agrees to keep 
charge of the Rep. campaign & do the best he can. 
Of course he is disgusted because Cash Cole & 
Rustgard will not do team work with each other or 
any of the other Rep. candidates - he is all right 
now. 

Diary 41, 1932 
July 27 

O’Malley recd. & gave me copy of telegram from St 
Paul Island, Pribilof group, saying they were 
arranging voting precinct - & will give me a good 
vote - for first time. 

Diary 41, 1932 
July 28 

Busy writing a Platform which I hope to send out to 
the people of Alaska. 
White is busy getting ready with the Republican 
organization. Cash Cole is off the reservation - 
Rustgard inclined to go off another direction - the 
candidates quarreling & trying to defeat each other. 

Diary 41, 1932 
July 29 

Same as yesterday - finished my first draft of 
Platform trying to get it in shape to please all candi-
dates but fear it cannot be done.  Meeting with 
more support here than 2 years ago - but! 
 
White demands a categorical promise that I will 
permit the “Organization” - which means White - to 
control appointments!  I agree that no appointment 
be made without full consultation but I will not 
surrender my own freedom of choice! 
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Diary 41, 1932 
July 30 

I have re written the Platform into one for the 
Republican candidates to sign, if agreement can be 
had, & they can be induced to sign it.  I will submit 
it to them one at a time & get suggestions or for 
new planks - & agreement. 
Al. White, Rep. Div. Com. & I sent for Rustgard 
tonight & tried to get him to say something - 
principally about paying the Com. the sum of $250. 
to aid them in carrying, on the campaign.  John 
refused to talk, - he is in probably the best financial 
condition of any Rep. candidate - but the stingiest, 
& refused to talk.  Al was disgusted & declares he 
will not waste any more time - will go ahead & give 
me & such others as come in with aid the support 
& let the Rustgard & Cole quarrel go hence without 
day! 

Diary 41, 1932 
July 31 

White telegraphed for Wm L. Paul to come to 
Juneau -at my expanse for consultation. 
 I have had today a long and satisfactory talk with 
Henry Roden - whom I have known intimately for 
32 years -and I told him - that I was friendly & 
would support him - as I have always done - He 
promised to support me - actively - for delegate, 
etc.  Henry is one - if not the most - competent 
lawyer in Alaska, and will make a first class 
Prosecuting Atty or Judge! 
Grace & are invited to call on the Rustgards - at 
Soc. & eat a cake! 

Diary 41, 1932 
August 1 

I have been greatly encouraged today by the 
activity displayed by Al. White, Republican 
divisional Committeeman in starting his Republican 
campaign organization.  He has employed John 
Newman a first class typist as Secretary of the 
Republican Committee and secured Room 18, 
Valentine Bldg, and has written & is writing letters 
to Republicans in the Territory urging them to 
become active in supporting the candidates.  No 
,such organization - or work as ever been done for 
the Republican ticket since I have been interested - 
for 24 years.  It looks good to me. 

Diary 41, 1932 
August 2 

Tom Gardner has been appointed Treasurer of the 
First Divisional Rep. Com. 
Billy Paul came to town today - but so far I have 
not been able to get to talk with him.  He tells 

Grove Winn & Al White that he intends to support 
the Republican organization - well, may be so! 
E.W. Sawyer, Sec. Wilburs man to look after 
Alaska was in town - John L. McGinn – Fairbanks. 
do.  McGinn called but I was not in the office - I am 
informed that he is now friendly - last election he 
was not.  I will see him in Fairbanks when I go 
there. 

Diary 41, 1932 
August 3 

Had a long and satisfactory talk with Wm L. Paul.  
Al. White had talked him into supporting the ticket 
& I told him I would carry out any arrangement, so 
far as needed, that White agreed to. 
 Attended John J. Spicketts funeral - at the Elks 
Club - Elks & Pioneers - I made a short talk - 
eulogy.  The Elk ceremonies were beautiful. 
Paid Strollers Weekly $2500 for insertion of my 
political card. 

Diary 41, 1932 
August 4 

Nothing but routine today. 
The American Legion Members are very much 
interested in a bill to give the Alaska members 
some lands as a bonus! and want me to assist 
them.  I will be glad to so do - if we can arrange a 
fair bill, which has a chance to pass Congress.  
Some of the members think it is a good thing to 
take it up at their Annual Convention at Fairbanks 
on Aug. 16-20, while others talk -think it better to 
start it here. 
 Cash Cole, Rep. candidate for Auditor will not do 
team work with any of us other candidates. 

Diary 41, 1932 
August 5 

Henry Roden tells me that Paul is going to support 
me vigorously - that he - Paul - is anxious to be 
endorsed for District Judge & will ask me if I will 
support him if the Organization - Rasmuson & 
White will do the same!  Henry will also be a 
candidate for judge - he will make a good judge! 
but I am going to be careful and not get tangled up 
in the matter. I will wait & act at the proper time. 

Diary 41, 1932 
August 6 

Sending on copies of my Speech on the Trade 
Value of Alaska to the U.S. to People in small 
backwoods precincts (from Voters list) in the Yukon 
Country. 
Hawksworth told me today he had a letter from 
Indians at Hydaburg, saying they voted for me 2 
years ago & intend to do so this fall. 



Diary 41, 1932 
August 7 

Sending out “Trade Values” to the distant precincts 
& writing letters. 
 Later: Found this statement of much interest 
especially in the 3rd and 4th divisions – from 
Cordova to Fairbanks, & it did much good to hear 
people say so.  The only trouble is that people do 
not read public statements until they are explained, 
but the fact that it was printed in the proceedings of 
Congress impressed many - when they were 
informed what it contains. 

Diary 41, 1932 
August 8 

Same as yesterday. 
 On the combined votes for Dimond, Grigsby & 
Zeigler, Democrats, in the 2nd, Third, & 4th 
Divisions 
I am ahead in the April primary vote by 233 
majority, but in the 1st Division their combined vote 
was 1026 ahead of my vote - or 793 in the whole 
Territory the struggle h Nov. will be here in the 1st 
Div! 
 Had dinner with Al White U. S. Marshal wife - 
Grace & I. 

Diary 41, 1932 
August 9 

Same as yesterday - 
Friele, Nick Big, two of the principal cannery 
superintendents in town. 
Friele called but gave me no news - did not 
suggest any assistance to the Rep. ticket - & I think 
they are satisfied to see their own attorney - Tony 
Dimond - my opponent elected Delegate! 

Diary 41, 1932 
August 10 

John Rustgard, candidate for Atty. Genl. called & 
seems ready to join the organization, but did not 
get opportunity to conclude conversation.  We are 
again doubtful about the Fishery Plank in the Rep 
Platform, & I am to talk it over with O’Malley. 
Our friends insist that it is necessary to included a 
plank denouncing Fish Traps & I am inclined to 
agree. 

Diary 41, 1932 
August 11 

Have about concluded not to get out a Platform - 
the various candidates do not agree - and anyway 
Tony Dimond has not issued any & why should 
we? 
 Heard today that Cole, candidate on our ticket 
has gone or is going to Petersburg to persuade 
Louis - Billy Pauls brother not to support our ticket - 
on which Cash is candidate.   

 Al. White, U.S. Marshal is having more trouble 
with Judge Harding & White insists on my sending 
a telegram to the Dept. of Justice about the matter.  
I will talk to Gov. Parks about the matter tomorrow 
& may be to O’Malley. 

Diary 41, 1932 
August 12 

Sending out letters to the 3rd & 4th Divisions - trying 
to follow up after Tony & his airplane.  Meeting of 
Rustgard, Al White, Tom Gardner & myself -talked 
about money for campaign etc.  Rustgard gave us 
an interesting, story about the trouble the Gov. 
Atty. Genl & Treasurer are having with Cash Cole, 
Auditor.  He is keeping them all busy with his 
malevolent & illegal schemes & he is getting away 
with much of it.  Rustgard also told us how much 
money Sir William Brett recently deceased here 
stole from Norwegian funds entrusted to him as 
Norwegian Consul.  It is an amazing story - but 
Britt died in time to avoid the consequences. 

Diary 41, 1932 
August 13 

Drew $250. for personal expenses & will go on SS. 
Watson tonight to the westward - Cordova & then 
Valdez to take up my campaign work - Grace will 
go with me & is greatly delighted with the prospect 
of the trip - she has never been to that part of 
Alaska before.  Closed up writing personal letters 
to about 650 supporters - & I hope there will offset 
Tony’s airplane excursions over the same region. 

Diary 41, 1932 
August 14 

We left Juneau last night - or rather this morning -
about. 2 a.m.  Rolled along all day - arrived at 
Yakutat tonight at 12 m.  Whole population on the 
Wharf - & all streamed up the gangplank as soon 
as it was placed - there is a northbound boat once 
every 3 weeks & this is it - they crowded into the 
room on the lower deck to buy papers - magazines, 
& reading matter generally - Indians! 
The mail bag was taken to the open door - on the 
wharf - the postmaster stood in his door, opened 
the packages of letters - called off the names and 
delivered the mail to the owners in that way! 
Met a dozen of my friends - talked politics - shook 
hands & had introduction to the crowd - the whistle 
blew & we left. 

Diary 41, 1932 
August 15 

A bad windy day - the “Watson” rolled & everybody 
got seasick. 
Grace was afflicted badly - in bed all day groaning.  
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Tonight we arrived in Prince Williams Sound & we 
will be in Cordova about 2 a.m.  Only a few 
passengers onboard. Grace is much better - has 
recovered. 

Diary 41, 1932 
August 16 

Spent the day calling on the business men in town 
- and generally in renewing my acquaintance with 
people here.  Grace went to the motion pictures 
with Mrs. Ellis & Doctor Chase.  Mrs. Elvis & Mrs. 
Smith called and assured me the women of 
Cordova were friendly & would support me in the 
election. 

Diary 41, 1932 
August 17 

Was invited to attend the Chamber of Commerce 
meeting & talked 20 minutes - about the 
construction of a small boat basin which they are 
anxious about.  Advised them to get the support of 
the Kennicott Copper Corp, & the C.R. & N.W. Ry. 
officials. 
The Cordova Tires - owned by “Harry Steel, Wills 
Brother - gave me a fine report in tonights paper. 
 Dr. Chase took Grace & me out to the end of the 
highway at the end of Eyak Lake - then, we walked 
a mile & a half up a mountain trail to the Ohman 
Falls - about a 100 feet.  Grace & the Doctor saw a 
Bear. We gathered berries - it was a beautiful 
sunny day & we enjoyed the trip hugely. 

Diary 41, 1932 
August 18 

Dr. Chase lead a meeting, of 2 dozen Republican 
workers - men &.women - in his office last night to 
consider political work.  Ellis Chairman & they will 
organize the work in Cordova. 
 Left Cordova on the SS. Yukon at noon - went to 
Columbia Glacier - fine view - then to Valdez - 930 
p.m.  We put up at the Golden North Hotel - kept 
by my supporter Bill Connelly.  A crowd of Legion 
members came going to the Legion Convention, 
Fairbanks on the 22 - 24.  Saw Joe Derringer and 
my other friends - Judge Clegg - Taylor.  This town 
is strongly for Dimond, who is now flying by 
airplane to the westward – Seldovia-Kodiak-Unga, 
Bristol Bay - Kuskokwim River, etc.  Tonight he is 
at Kodiak.  He used the Anchorage Radio 
Broadcasting station every night! 

Diary 41, 1932 
August 19 

Learned that Dunkel, the old Guggenheim mining 
expert – now at Willow Creek mines bought the 
airplane for my opponents use! $100. a day!! 

Telegraphed Rasmussen asking prices for use or 
radio - to find out what it costs! 
Political meeting tonight in the Eagle Hall - quite a 
good crowd in spite of a heavy rain - some 50 
people present.  They were friendly & my friend Bill 
Connelly declares I will get a good vote – here. 
My radio report from Anchorage says Dimond - my 
opponent is at Kodiak - foggy & cannot get away - I 
am afraid he will waste much good time in Dunkels 
airplane! 

Diary 41, 1932 
August 20 

Left Valdes today at noon in an automobile for 
Fairbanks.  We stopped half an hour at Lower 
Tonsina for Lunch - baseball game.  Also half an 
hour at Copper Center where my friend Mrs. 
Florence Barnes is building a fine large new Road 
house.  Also at Gulkana Road House kept by Mrs. 
Griffiths - all friendly & promise me support & urge 
fixing a voting precinct at Copper Center.  We 
reached Paxsons road house at upper end of the 
Gulkana Lake - roads fine & much better than I 
expected to find them.  Greatly enjoyed riding over 
the old trail of 1904 -& later years.  A great 
improvement in every way. 

Diary 41, 1932 
August 21 

Left Paxsons early - slides & bad roads on Big 
Delta below the old Yost road house on the summit 
of Isabelle Pass.  Road men there at work - they 
seem to appreciate my efforts to retain their 
appropriations, & I hope for an increased vote at 
the Nov. election from them.  We came flying over 
the old trail - crossed the Tanana on the ferry & 
into Fairbanks about 4 oclock - 360 miles since 
noon yesterday.  Gov. Parks is here - he had 
dinner with Cap. Lathrop whom he recently 
appointed one of the Trustees of the College - 
Lathrop & his paper are opposing my Election as 
usual - Hell of a Republican parks is - fighting 
Hoover & the Republican ticket.  Sprained my 
ankle today. 

Diary 41, 1932 
August 22 

Visiting with my friends & others & reviewing my 
acquaintance with people. 
Had a meeting with half a dozen supporters in 
Charlie Taylor’s office tonight - Bob Bloom, Andrew 
Nerland, & the candidates for the legislature & 
planning for work.  Nerland has a letter from 



Rasmuson, Rep. Nat. Com. asking him to act as 
Divisional Committeeman.  They thought it best to 
call a meeting of Rep’s on Thursday evening to 
make a public organization of the Republicans. 
Dinner this evening at Mrs. Frank Clarks - Mrs. 
Hess was present, Taylor & wife, also. 
 At the meeting we agreed to go out to Fox 
Station tomorrow night & hold a rally! 

Diary 41, 1932 
August 23 

Called on Federal officials - all agreed to support 
the Republican ticket. 
Called on Geo. Preston, N.C. manager & many 
others.  Find my old friends in good humor.  
Lathrop’s paper will not support me - but will my 
opponent! 
Received telegrams from Mrs. Hill at Hyder, 
applying for appointment as postmistress - her 
husband the former official drowned - also from 
J.R. Hickman, Ketchikan approving her: Answered 
Hickman favorably & sent telegram to Washington 
recommending Mrs. Hill’s appointment. 
Sent telegram to Atty. Genl. Wash. D.C. about 
Marshals boat - second telegram - but so far 
without results. 

Diary 41, 1932 
August 24 

My 75th Birthday. 
We - Grace & I - left with H.H. Ross & Dick 
Rothenberg, candidates for senator & 
representatives to the Territorial Legislature, for 
Circle City. 
 Good roads & a good automobile enabled us to 
reach Circle in the evening - to visit the old people 
still there - for poor Circle is a wrecked & decaying 
town - and to return to Circle Hot Springs for the 
night.  I found many friends along the road - though 
the vote will be very small in November.  There are 
but a few people mining in the Birch Creek 
diggings - it is a played out camp - if they do not 
find other paystreaks.  The Circle Hot Springs look 
good, they are hot, all right, but need customers. 
Distributed cigars to the road workers & found a 
good many whom I knew years ago. 
[wrote vertically across the page] My 75th Birthday 

Diary 41, 1932 
August 25 

We left Circle Hot Springs early & had a fine day 
going to Fairbanks. 
At head of Chatanika river we saw many heads of 

cariboo - along the road - but no bear.  Visited all 
the roadhouses - particularly the old Miller house 
on Mastodon Creek, and renewed my 
acquaintance with all the old miners. 
 Arrive home early to find that my friends had set 
my Fairbanks speaking for Monday evening though 
I had arranged to have it on Saturday evening. 
 The Republicans held a meeting this evening & 
organized the 4th Div. Republican forces - Andrew 
Nerland, Div. Committeeman & Chas L. Taylor, 
Sec.  They report a good attendance & good 
feeling. 

Diary 41, 1932 
August 26 

Visiting with the people & find my politics fences in 
good order.  Attended a session of court this 
afternoon - Judge Hill, presiding. 
Meeting many old friends. 

Diary 41, 1932 
August 27 

Spent the forenoon calling on people around town - 
over in Garden Island, etc. 
In the evening Nerland, Taylor & I - in Nerlands 
automobile - went out to No 21, on Goldstream & 
met the men at dinner - gave them each a cigar - 
talked in friendly way -about 50 men.  Good 
contact. 
We then drove out to Cleary & held a political rally 
in the F.E. mess room - 50 men present. I made a 
political talk 30 minutes. We then went on to 
Chatanika - F.E. mess hall - 40 men & at 9 oclock 
held another rally. 
We had good meetings at each place & made very 
pleasant visits with many old friends. Mrs. Taylor, 
Mrs. Nerland, 2 other ladies & Grace also 
attended! 

Diary 41, 1932 
August 28 

Reception - card playing, etc. at Taylors - to meet 
Grace - yesterday afternoon ladies - 20 present. 
 This afternoon 3 automobiles loaded with my 
friends went with us out to Gastafeson’s mine at 
Bedrock (Cleary) creek where we met the men - 
then to the dredges on lower Fairbanks Creek. 
Of course we did not hold any meetings - but we 
saw & were seen. 

Diary 41, 1932 
August 29 

Spent the day meeting friends - went out to the 
Rickert farm etc. 
 Tonight we had a big night meeting at the 
Empress theater - about 600 people present - who 
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seemed to enjoy my speech.  I spoke for an hour - 
after the local candidates talked.  I feel quite 
confident of a good majority in this 4th Div. 
We had dinner this evening with the Nerlands, and 
a goodly number of friends came to Charlie Taylors 
after the meeting to an informal reception. 
Our stay here has been pleasant & I leave in the 
morning for a meeting at Nenana. 

Diary 41, 1932 
August 30 

We left Fairbanks at 8 a.m. on the short train - 
reached Nenana at 10:30 & went to the Southern 
Hotel.  Poor Nenana - it is slowly decaying - 
buildings unpainted & falling down - sidewalks 
rotting & full of holes.  Even poor Mifs Clara Heid, - 
U.S. Com. etc. etc. looks old & bedraggled like the 
town. 
Fowler - merchant - wants me to appoint his 
redheaded boy as a cadet to Annapolis Naval 
School.  I like the looks of the boy & am inclined to 
appoint him.  Alfred Ghezzi - merchant - prepared 
the pioneer hall for my meeting etc. & we had a 
good crowd. 

Diary 41, 1932 
August 31 

Traveled from Nenana to Healy.  The Railroad 
trains are poor quality. Merl LeVay, photographer, 
is on the trains - he is just back from Mt. McKinley 
where he rescued the body of one of the two 
scientists to lose his life in the crevasses there this 
summer - he is taking it to N.Y. to his family.   
 Political meeting held at the Suntrana Coal mines 
- some 3 miles east of Healy on a short branch of 
railroad. 
A small but attentive crowd.  A Mr. Hill came down 
to the bridge across the river below Healy & took 
us to Suntrana on a small car on the railroad track 
& brought us (Mrs. W- a Mrs. Green & myself) back 
after the meeting.  The people seemed friendly, 
though I am told they are opposed to my party! 

Diary 41, 1932 
September 1 

Left Healey at noon on the regular train for 
Anchorage, though we will remain tonight at Curry.  
Reached Curry & had a good bed - raining.  Saw 
Stubbs & wife at McKinley Park Entrance – also 
Maurice Marino. 
 
[clipping] 

Help of Delegate 

Gets Recognition 
 Appreciation of aid received from Delegate 
James Wickersham from time to time by the local 
branch of the National Federation of Federal 
Employees, was given expression this week in a 
resolution adopted by the organization.  The 
delegate also was personally thanked by union 
officials at a meeting with the delegate at the 
offices of Attorney A.G. Thompson.  The resolution 
follows: 
 Whereas, Local Union No. 344 of the National 
Federation of Federal Employees has had many 
matters under consideration affecting the interests 
of the members of the union which have required 
the action of the heads of governmental 
departments and bureaus at Washington, D.C. and 
 Whereas, Favorable action on these matters has 
required, in many instances, the cooperation of the 
delegate from Alaska in Congress, the Honorable 
James Wickersham: and  
 Whereas, The delegate has always given to 
matters presented to him by the local union his 
prompt and careful attention, and has, in many 
instances, through his personal efforts and 
sympathetic cooperation, been instrumental in 
securing the favorable action sought by the local 
union: 
 Therefore, Be it resolved by Local Union No. 334 
of the National Federation of Federal Employees, 
situated at Anchorage, Alaska, that the thanks of 
the local union be hereby extended to Delegate 
Wickersham for his good offices in connection with 
these matters. 
 F.R.  HOLDIMAN, 
 President Federal Employees Union No. 344 
 LAURENCE A. STEPHENSEN, 
 Secretary-Treasurer Federal Employees Union 
No. 344. –Anchorage Times. 

Diary 41, 1932 
September 2 

We came to Anchorage at noon & put up at the 
Anchorage Hotel.  Many friends called.  Bragaw 
presented his claims for appointment as 
Commissioner in Price’s place - also Arthur 
Thompson etc.  Tony Dimond is here - we met & 
had an agreeable talk - he was forced back from 



Bristol Bay by the break down of Dunkels air plane 
- but will start for Kuskokwim at once via the 
airplane. 
 Attended a meeting of the Pioneers order tonight 
- Mrs. W & I spoke - we were very kindly received. 

Diary 41, 1932 
September 3 

Spent the day around town talking to people.  We 
will go tonight on the freight train to Matanuska & 
Sunday to the mining region on upper Willow 
Creek Little Susitna river to visit the camps there.  
Will go via the U.S. Agricultural station at 
Matanuska. 
 Attended the opening ceremonies of the 
Anchorage Fair & made a short address on the 
agricultural possibilities of Alaska.  Only a small 
crowd, but I was received with a friendly greetings. 

Diary 41, 1932 
September 4 

Came out on the freight train to Matanuska last 
night - met by a Mr. Burroughs, Superintendent 
and given a bed in the Station buildings.  This 
morning he took us (Grace I) to Wasilla – where 
we met Milo Kelly who went with us to Little 
Susitna & Willow Creek mines.  We visited every 
mine where men work - some half dozen - & 
enjoyed the day very much.  We arrived back at 
Wasilla in the evening for 6 oclock dinner & then 
spent the evening at the hotel where a number of 
my friends met to great me.  Left on midnight train - 
same freight train - for Anchorage.  We enjoyed the 
beautiful Susitna canyon & the trip over the summit 
- but a 70 mile ride in a jolty old truck made us sore 
& tired. 

Diary 41, 1932 
September 5 

While I was in Wasilla yesterday I met two men 
dressed as miners on the street.  One of them I 
knew and I stopped & talked to him a moment.  
The other man turned his back & did not engage in 
the conversation.  Another mining man whom I 
knew came along and spoke to the stranger & then 
asked me to meet him.  He introduced him as Mr. 
Dunkle!  Instead of acknowledging the introduction 
Mr. Dunkle said he did not wish to meet me & 
declined to shake hands with me!  If I had known 
who he was I would not have allowed the incident 
to occur - but it resulted in much unpleasant feeling 
on the part of my friends & I think I came out of the 
matter rather better than Dunkle did.  Dunkle is the 

Gugg representative who furnished Dimond his 
airplane to fly to Unalaska in!! 

Diary 41, 1932 
September 6 

Calling on business men & others & renewing my 
acquaintances.  Will speak tomorrow evening at 
the Community Hall. 
 My opponent Dimond, is here cementing his 
forces. - this is the strongest place in the Territory 
against me! 

Diary 41, 1932 
September 7 

Public speech at Community hall tonight.  Bob 
Bragaw chairman - Mr. Frank L. Knight & Ray C. 
Larson on platform with Bragaw.  Spoke an hour & 
covered most of the matters - but forgot to speak 
about Prohibition!  No loss, for there are many of 
my friends who see both - or different - sides of 
that question. 
 The Anchorage Times is not unfriendly, but 
rather friendly, though quiet. 
 
Dimond left for the Kuskokwim river points & Nome 
on plane today. 

Diary 41, 1932 
September 8 

Todays Times gives several columns of my speech 
of last night & my friends seem quite satisfied with 
it.  The opposition seems disappointed that I said 
nothing they can claim to be offensive. 
Calling & placating!  
 
I spoke over the broadcasting line tonight for 30 
minutes - it cost me $2350! 
Warned the listeners about Tony’s being furnished 
an airplane & free broadcasting by the “Big 
Interests.”  Called on Col. Ohlson, Ry. Mgr. - but 
got no idea of his political leanings. 

Diary 41, 1932 
September 9 

Concluded my political work and will leave at 130 
p.m. for Seward. 
 Spent the day till noon as usual - in calling & 
talking.  Before leaving Anchorage I heard that my 
opponent had been hurt by the wheel of the 
airplane - at Ruby - hitting him on the shoulder.  I 
sent him a telegram to Fairbanks - where he was 
taken to the hospital - say I was sorry to hear of his 
accident, glad that it was no worse, & hoping he 
would be going soon. 
Hear his hurt is not bad - no bones broken.  We left 
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Anchorage at 130 p.m. 
Stopped at Tunnel for lunch at Lawing to hear 
Nellie’s lecture - & bear stories - reach Seward at 
630 & put up at the Van [Gilder] Hotel with Joe 
Badger. 

Diary 41, 1932 
September 10 

Meeting friends & talking 
I made a mistake in non going on to Cordova & 
returning on the SS. Boat - cannot move now for a 
week.  Boat sailing list of boats has gone into effect 
- once a week here, once in two weeks to Seldovia 
& Kodiak.  Anyway I could only stay in Seldovia & 
Kodiak for an hour or so - and I will send a 
statement for insertion in Seldovia paper - write 
letters, etc. 
Will hold meeting here middle of the week - then go 
to Cordova & then go home to Juneau.  My old 
friend Andy Grosvold here in hospital - from Sand 
Point 

Diary 41, 1932 
September 11 

Rested - 
Wrote a statement to be published in the Seldovia 
Herald directed to the people of Seldovia, Kodiak, 
and westward explaining why I cannot visit their 
towns.  Call attention to the fact that Tony Dimond, 
my opponent, is visiting all such places in Alaska, 
in the Dunkle air plane - Big Interests. 
 We had dinner tonight with L.V. Ray - candidate 
for Territorial Senate. 

Diary 41, 1932 
September 12 

L.V. Ray took us out to he Jesse Lee Home - 
where we met the teachers - matrons - the small 
native children.  Two large dormitories - house 
them - and those in charge.  A public school a few 
yards away - 5 teachers - it is a new (6 year old) 
institution maintained for the care and education of 
native children. 
 We then drove up the valley stopt and visited 
some of the settlers.  Also visited people in town.  
Prepared to hold a meeting in the Liberty Theater 
on Wednesday evening.  Also wrote an interview 
for tomorrows issue of the Seward Gateway. 

Diary 41, 1932 
September 13 

Was entertained by the Seward Chamber of 
Commerce at lunch.  Made a  

short talk on the Trade Value of Alaska - well 
received.  During the afternoon I called in company 
with Dept. Dist. Attorney Harwood on the business 

men at their stores, etc. 
 Tonight at 1040 a heavy earthquake shook the 
Van Gilder Hotel -and I thought it would fall - but it 
did not. 
 Wrote a statement for the Seldovia Herald - will 
go on the next boat to teat paper - & letter to 
Wallen at Kodiak. 

Diary 41, 1932 
September 14 

Visiting as usual - talking - 
I spoke tonight to a good audience in the Liberty 
Theater.  Had a good crowd - Leon Nibach was 
chairman & L.V. Ray spoke first - I then spoke for 
an hour - & a half!!  Got close attention & made my 
talk without trouble.  My friends say it was a 
satisfactory effort & I felt satisfied with it. 
The Gateway gave me good notices & I feel the 
town is Favorable - but - 
I spoke on local matters & kindly referred to the 
Editor, etc. etc.  He has given me much good 
publicity. 

Diary 41, 1932 
September 15 

Called on many today & they seem satisfied with 
my talk.  Called on Harry Hoben, the half-owner of 
the Gateway -he talks friendly, but my friends say 
he is not.  The train brought in Bishop Rowe - he 
says Dimonds injury by being struck with the 
airplane wheel at Fairbanks is worse than they 
reported - that his shoulder blade is broken - that 
he will be confined for weeks - that George Grigsby 
is to take his place and continue his speeches!  
Thats bad, for Grigsby is a better campaigner than 
Tony, & the latters injury will bring him much 
sympathy - I am now politically sorry that he got 
hurt. 
 Boat in tonight & I go to Cordova tomorrow 
evening on her. 

Diary 41, 1932 
September 16 

The SS. Yukon is in port and we go to Cordova at 
9 this evening.  My friends say I will not carry the 
majority in Seward - but I think I will.  Our stay at 
Joe Badgers Hotel - the Van Gilder” has been 
pleasant. 
 When the Alaska R. train came in this evening 
John Moore, conductor gave me a letter signed by 
the heads (5) of the National Legislative 
department of Railroad Unions etc. in Washington, 
D.C. urging all Alaska railway employees to 



support me in the election.  It is the strongest and 
best letter of appreciation I have ever received (see 
opposite page) 
 We left Seward at 9 oclock p.m. on the SS. 
Yukon for Cordova. 

Diary 41, 1932 
September 17 

[letter] 
NATIONAL LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENTS 

of the 
BROTHERHOOD OF LOCOMOTIVE ENGINEERS 

ORDER OF RAILWAY CONDUCTORS 
BROTHERHOOD OF RAILROADMEN 

BROTHERHOOD OF MAINTENANCE OF WAY 
EMPLOYEES 

To the Officers and Members of the  Offices: 
B. of L.E., O.R.C., B. of L.F. & E.,   10 B Street, S.W., 
B. of R.T. and B. of M.W.E. in the   Washington, D.C. 
Territory of Alaska.         August 15, 1932 
 
Dear Sirs and Brothers: 
 In our entire national history there has been no 
political campaign of more importance to the 
interests of the workers in all fields and the citizens 
in all walks of life than the one now in progress.  
This is particularly true in connection with those 
who will represent the people in the next Congress. 
We earnestly desire to assure you of the 
exceptional ONE HUNDRED PER CENT RECORD 
for ability, integrity and impartiality established and 
maintained throughout seven terms of splendid 
service by your present Delegate in Congress, 
honorable JAMES WICKERSHAM.  He 
represented the Territory with distinction in the 61st 
to 66th Congresses inclusive, and returned as 
Delegate to the 72nd Congress.  Invariably we have 
found him absolutely dependable, always ready to 
work and speak in support of righteous legislation, 
and just as ready to oppose measures framed for 
the benefit of special interests and against the 
common people.  We have always been at liberty 
to call upon him - for counsel and advice, and his 
profound knowledge of legal and legislative matters 
has been of great assistance to us. Moreover, we 
doubt whether any other man in public life 
possesses Judge Wickershams sympathetic 
understanding of the problems and possibilities of 

the Territory of Alaska.  On the basis of his record, 
he richly merits the support of every voter in 
Alaska. 
 We strongly urge that you all take a personal and 
active interest in the re-election of Delegate 
Wickersham to the position he so ably and 
impartially fills at the present time.  Such legislators 
are always needed in the halls of Congress, and 
especially so in these times of nationwide distress.  
With all due respect for the ambitions of other 
candidates, you cannot afford to take any chances 
of losing the services in Congress of such an able 
and influential legislator and outstanding friend of 
the workers, who is equally fair to all interests.  We 
trust you to handle this matter with all possible 
efficiency to the end that all our members, their 
families and friends, as well as all other working 
men and women, go to the polls on November 8th 
and VOTE for our good friend Delegate 
Wickersham, who can be depended upon to 
continue to defend our interests and fight for the 
rights of the plain people. 

Fraternally yours, 
 

Arthur J. Lovell 
Vice President, 

National Legislative Representative, 
B. of L.F. & E. 

 
G.W. Laughlin 

Assistant Grand Chief, 
National Legislative Representative, 

B. of L.E. 
 

J.A. Farquharson 
National Legislative Representative, 

B. of R.T. 
 

W.D. Johnson 
Vice President, 

National Legislative Representative, 
O.R.C. 

 
A.F. Stout 
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National Legislative Representative 
B. of M.W.E. 

 
 
Took our rooms in the Northern Hotel Kept Mr. 
Vance.  We are glad to get out of the interior.  I am 
greatly pleased at the contents of the Railway 
Brotherhood letter on this page.  Found that Dr. 
Chase, Rep. Committeeman here has received my 
copies & they are spread among the Copper River 
& N.W. railroad men.  It ought to do me much 
good.  I am informed it has 
also been widely spread & Moore told me it would 
be printed in the interior papers.  I am invited to 
speak before the Womens Club on Monday 
evening. 

Diary 41, 1932 
September 18 

I have met many Railroad men today & find them 
supplied with copies of the Railway official letter & 
they seem very much pleased - as I am - with it & 
promise me their full support.  I am also advised 
that the railway men along the Alaska Railroad 
have asked their representatives in Washington to 
issue special edition of “Labor,” Washington D.C. 
urging all laboring people in Alaska to support me. 
Such a publication will aid me very much and I am 
greatly pleased even that these men have applied 
to Labor for that assistance. 
My friend Keating, formerly member of Congress 
from Colorado, is the editor of Labor - he may do it. 

Diary 41, 1932 
September 19 

Spent the day visiting, talking to R.A. men and 
others. 
 In the evening I spoke at the hall to a goodly 
crowd of the Women’s Club, on their political and 
property rights  The meeting lasted from 8 to 9 
oclock - then the Pioneers (men) took over the hall 
- the women went home - and I 
spoke to the men for an hour - on Pioneer days - 
the Cordova Fishermens Harbor etc. after which 
we had a lunch & a smoker - for which I bought a 
big box of cigars.  What with the Railroad men, the 
Womens Club & the Pioneers friendly it may help 
me very much to carry a good majority in Cordova. 

Diary 41, 1932 
September 20 

Doing nothing today but resting & visiting. 
 Doctor Chase has a letter from Paul (Wm L) 
saying he will be on the next boat from the south, 
on his way to Fairbanks on his campaign for Atty 
Genl! as an independent.  Also says Rustgard has 
quit the Republican organization & demanded the 
Return of his subscription to the Rep. Terry. 
Committee at Juneau!!  Evidently Paul is raising his 
view & the Com, does not please Rustgard! 

Diary 41, 1932 
September 21 

Harry Steel gave me a copy of a clipping from the 
Fairbanks News-Miner signed by “Valdezan” a 
page long criticising me for referring to Tony’s 
“game leg” etc. 
Held a meeting tonight at the Indian school house 
talked to the natives - a couple of dozen.  Boyle 
spoke before the Chamber of Commerce today -he 
was to go to Seldovia & Kodiak - but he did not go.  
Nothing from Tony & his “game” shoulders.  He 
must have been hurt more than has been reported. 
 Spoke to the Indians at the Eyak school House - 
Mrs. Smith & Mrs. Burnell, teachers, present.  Dr. 
Chase & Mrs. W- gave them information & advice 
about voting - bad lot! 

Diary 41, 1932 
September 22 

We attended a card party at the Eastern Star - 
Masonic Temple - after an excellent dinner at Mr. & 
Mrs. A.J. Adams home.  Working on remarks for 
tomorrow night speech. 
 My opponent is reported to be out of the hospital 
in Fairbanks - he will not go to Nome - has quit the 
airplane campaign, will return to the Coast on the 
Railroad & will then go to S.E. Alaska!  It looks as if 
my attack on his big interest airplane has scared 
him - & he may now come down to my level & get 
back to a campaign depending on local 
transportation - he has abandoned the whole 
western part of the Territory - Good! 

Diary 41, 1932 
September 23 

Was invited to speak to the High School children in 
the hall - class room of the Public School.  Spoke 
on the way Congress Acts in passing Laws - 
 Held my public political meeting tonight at the 
Empress Theater - a fine big crowd - they were 
attentive and enthusiastic.  I was greatly pleased at 
their friendly way & made a talk of an hour and a 
quarter.  After the meeting a group gathered in Dr. 



Chases apartment - coffee & cake.  Mrs. Nefstead 
& McDonald, 2 candidates for the Legislature on 
the platform - the lady spoke for 10 minutes - good.  
This concludes my campaign in the 2nd 3rd & 4th 
division & confident of a majority. 

Diary 41, 1932 
September 24 

Bad rainy day - stormy. 
The SS. Aleutian will be in this evening & will take 
her & go back home to Juneau.  I feel that I have 
made a good campaign on this part of the Territory 
& hope that I have made a good impression.  We 
left Cordova at 6 p.m. on the steamer - for Juneau - 
Bob Crawford & Mifs Mercer sang many songs in 
the main public room - their songs were greatly 
appreciated. 

Diary 41, 1932 
September 25 

A good voyage across the Gulf - no wind and a 
steady boat. 
Grace is a poor sailor and kept her berth all day.  
Bob. Crawford, baritone singer, and Miss Ruby 
Mercer, his soloist & their pianist, about. 
Also a number of Alaskans - a quiet day. 

Diary 41, 1932 
September 26 

We arrived at Juneau at 530 a.m. and went to our 
rooms in the Zynda.  I have picked up a bad cold 
and sneeze continually, but it is not serious - a day 
or two will end it. 
Find three Dept. of Justice agents here 
investigating A. White, U.S. Marshal & Rustgard & 
others trying to get Cash Cole, Auditor, indicted for 
writing articles in the Alaskan, published by Louis 
Paul, at Petersburg tending to encourage run on 
the banks of the Territory holding deposits of 
Territorial Funds.  What fools these men be as 
politicians.  I will keep out of the mess. Paul (Billy) 
is here - an independent candidate for Atty. Genl. 
which causes Rustgard to froth at the mouth, going 
westward tomorrow. 

Diary 41, 1932 
September 27 

Billy Paul told me yesterday that some time ago 
Zeigler told him that I had been paid $1500. by the 
Nakat Cannery Co. for use in my campaign that 
Bob Heckman told him so!  That he (Paul) had 
asked Heckman about it - who said he had not told 
Zeigler any such story.  Paul talked to Zeigler later 
who then denied the story, etc.  While the talk is 
wholly untrue it has just gone into a whispering 
stage and is disturbing if not dangerous.  Paul 

seemed very anxious to get in near the matter, but, 
of course, I assured him it was untrue. 
Tewksbury, reporter for the Empire interviewed me 
yesterday & today the paper gives me a very good 
notice of my campaign in the interior. 

Diary 41, 1932 
September 28 

Paul is trying to farce his candidacy as in 
independent for the office of Atty Genl. & is fighting 
Rustgard vigorously - open - & maliciously.  Our 
party ticket is in danger because of the petty, but 
public quarrels.  Cash Cole, auditor, is fighting 
Rustgard also, and probably furnishing Paul with 
means & propaganda.  Cole is unfriendly to me & 
so is Rustgard - & probably Paul. 
No two of the Republican candidates will speak to 
each other except in anger - the Democratic paper 
the Empire - is quoting Paul at length & also aiding 
in keeping the Rep. quarrels going to our great 
damage.  The U.S. is investigating the Rep. 1st. 
Div. Committeeman U.S. Marshal White - it is a 
bad mess. 

Diary 41, 1932 
September 29 

The Empire devotes front page columns to the 
Explorations of Paul & Rustgards quarrels - to the 
injury of our ticket. - the Demo- candidates are 
working quietly together in peace its just too bad!! 
I am getting advertisement of the Railway 
Brotherhood letter in the Strollers Weekly - also 
wrote a story of my interior campaign for that 
paper:  Also preparing a petition etc. to the Post 
Master Genl. U.S.A. asking for the formation of a 
rural mail delivery route on the Forest Highways 
north of Juneau. 

Diary 41, 1932 
September 30 

Grover Winn, Rep. candidate for the Legislature -
informed me that he is to go on some private boat 
to the Kake village etc. campaigning - but that 
there was no space for me!!  That’s typical of our 
disorganized political condition. 
 Archie Shiels, of the Cannery Companies at 
Faulkners & the latter asked me over to talk = We 
talked more about Alaska historical books than any 
thing else - but he also asked me about the bill to 
lease trap sites - I told him I would not introduce 
the bill I drew four years ago - it was just a private 
conversation - nothing said about politics or any 
thing of that kind. 
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Diary 41, 1932 
October 1 

(Mistake - the conversation on opposite page took 
place on this - Saturday - and was recorded by 
mistake on opposite page.) 
The letter from the Railway Brotherhoods in 
Stroller’s Weekly as an advertisement. 
Harry McCain & others have started a broadcasting 
station at Ketchikan & advise me that I can use it at 
$2. per minute!  I paid less than $1.00  per minute at 
Anchorage - for much better service.  McCain sent 
me an impudent telegram today - & sending “some 
consideration today” - I answered asking him to 
write & tell me just what he wanted - He wants 
money, of course - they all do! 

Diary 41, 1932 
October 2 

Jack Wilson saw me at the Zynda Hotel - & urged 
me to go out to Port Alexander on Thursday on the 
gas boat “Pacific” which makes a weekly round trip 
with the mail from Juneau to that point stopping at 
mail stations enroute. 

Diary 41, 1932 
October 3 

Faulkner gave Tom Gardner, Treas. Rep. Com. a 
check for $250. to aid in the election - I told Tom 
that I would not accept it or any part of it - & to tell 
Faulkner so.  Tom said he would give it to the 
general fund - I am able to pay my own expenses 
& intend to do so & will not take a cent from the 
cannery interests. 

Diary 41, 1932 
October 4 

Rec. a copy of the Fairbanks paper containing 
Dimonds speech - it is a dangerous speech - for it 
is evidently correctly reported while that paper 
garbled & distorted mine!  My impression is that 
while Tony may carry Fairbanks by a small majority 
I will carry the 4th Div. 
Had a fine time last night at the Douglas Parent 
Teachers Assoc. meeting - I was received at the 
wharf by Mrs. Knighan in her automobile - 
interesting exercises, 30 minute talk by myself, 
music, etc. announced my intention to appoint 
Harry Lundell, local High School boy - to 
Annapolis! 

Diary 41, 1932 
October 5 

Had intended to go to Port Alexander via Kake & 
other points on the gas boat Pacific tomorrow - but 
she will not go there - it was her last fall trip - 
different winter route! 
Later: Karl Theile, Sec. Alaska, has just offered to 
let the Republican candidates use his boat 

“Margaret”, on & after Oct. 20, in making the tour of 
S.E. Alaska towns, if they will pay the wages of the 
captain & engineer & for oil -also to furnish our own 
food supplies.  He asked me to try to make the 
necessary arrangements.  It is the first ray of 
sunshine. 

Diary 41, 1932 
October 6 

I called & attempted to get Cash Cole to go on the 
“Margaret,” Karl Thieles boat on the 20th to visit the 
towns in S.E. Alaska - he would not promise - said 
he intended to support Paul & me and Frank Price 
& Frank Booth, the two latter Indian deputies of 
U.S. Marshals office, say they & the Indians will not 
vote for any Rep. who will not support Paul! 
 Telegram from Charlie Taylor at Fairbanks says 
Dimonds speech there created strong impression & 
he (Taylor) demands $300. for aid in offsetting it. 
McCain at Ketchikan also demands money for aid 
there.  The Indians also demand money & it looks if 
they must be bought each week - and then may all 
vote the Democratic ticket on the day of election!!  
Bad. 

Diary 41, 1932 
October 7 

Finding that the new “Northland” is going to Sitka.  I 
embarked & went also - Grace went with me.  We 
met the Schlothams, husband & wife on board and 
many others, and had a fine voyage.  I sent a 
telegram to Ralph Young, Indian and the 
Republican precinct committeeman at Sitka of my 
coming and asked him to announce a political 
meeting to be held there upon my arrival. 
Lockie McKinnon & Zynda, my hotel man went 
along, both going to the Goddard Hot Springs to 
get a cure for rheumatism, with which both are 
afflicted. 

Diary 41, 1932 
October 8 

Arrived in Sitka harbor at 730 p.m. and found a 
goody crowd of friends on the dock.  At 8 oclock 
we held a public poll meeting in the Coliseum 
Theater - probably 250 persons present.  I spoke 
for an hour & a quarter - on the political issued & 
got good attention and some applause.  Visited the 
Pioneer’s Home and met a great many old 
Alaskan’s who are maintained there at the expense 
of the Territory.  Many of them attended my 
meeting. 
Later we boarded the “Northland” on our return to 



Juneau.  I was greatly pleased that the adult 
scholars from the Sheldon Jackson School - 
attended in a body – about 40 girls, the head, Dr. 
Gass & his teachers. 

Diary 41, 1932 
October 9 

We left Sitka this morning at 4 a.m. - a fine day - 
calm and quiet.  Met many other persons who 
talked politics to me.  It was a real treat to pass 
through Peril Strait, Chatham Inlet & around Point 
Retreat & Douglas Island to Juneau.  Home and to 
bed. 
 I am informed that the three U.S. investigators 
here examining into charges against U.S. Marshal, 
Al. White will leave Juneau tomorrow having 
concluded their investigation.  I am glad they are 
going for they have injured our campaign here very 
much - investigating a Republican official who is 
the head - the Rep. Divisional Committeeman - the 
head of our campaign! 

Diary 41, 1932 
October 10 

Have this day signed & sent out printed “Watchers 
official Credentials” to every Republican precinct 
Committeeman in Alaska.  The Alaska Weekly, at 
Seattle has sent me a bill for “advertising” for $6804 
- answered with night letter to stop my 
advertisement & send me copies of 
“advertisements” 
They are a bunch of grafters! 

Diary 41, 1932 
October 11 

I am considering the project of challenging Dimond 
to a joint debate -on alternate days, at the four 
principal towns - Juneau, Petersburg, Wrangell & 
Ketchikan.  The trouble about it is that such a 
course would prevent me from visiting the Indian 
villages & I need to do so.  I may confined it to 
speeches by both of us at Juneau & Ketchikan. 

Diary 41, 1932 
October 12 

I intend to go to Kake Indian village tomorrow & 
may be from there to other villages - the Paul 
brothers are threatening to throw the Indian vote to 
the Democrats - where they now have hope of 
securing money after having gotten all they can out 
of the Rep. organization & myself.  I paid poor Mrs. 
Paul - in Seattle $250. at his request - I have paid 
Louis Paul $50. per month from March 1 to Sept. 1, 
for the support of the “Alaskan” the Alaska Native 
Brotherhood paper, & also paid the Div. Rep. 
Organization $250. which they gave to Wm L. Paul, 

and which he used to run an independent 
campaign against Rustgard, the Rep. candidate for 
Atty. Genl.  They wont stay bought & are now 
trying to sell to the Democrats!! 

Diary 41, 1932 
October 13 

Left Juneau at 10 a.m. on the small gas mail carrier 
boat “Pacific” for Kake & way points.  We had a 
beautiful day, entered Sumdum met several & 
including Gene Owens grizzled & gray old Alaskan 
- We went to Windham Anchorage - met several 
residents - talked to them about politics, and they 
promised to support.  Then we went to Cape 
Fanshaw & other mail points - but I went to bed - & 
saw no more. 

Diary 41, 1932 
October 14 

Came into Petersburg at noon.  Called on many 
Earl Ohmer & other business men.  The Pacific has 
gone on the dry tock to paint & I am obliged to go 
to a hotel until tomorrow!  A bum trick!!    
 Rev Betz, the Presby, Indian minister here & Eli 
Katanook - two prominent Indian residents called - 
Louis Paul is not here!  Showed Betz & Katanook 
the letters receipts etc. showing how much money I 
have paid to the Pauls since March 1st of this year 
- nearly $900! for the support of the A.K.B. paper - 
they say Pauls told them nothing had been paid by 
the Republicans - that as a reason for selling out to 
the Democrats.  These two men declare the 
Indians will support me. 

Diary 41, 1932 
October 15 

Remained in Petersburg until 4 p.m.  Left on 
“Pacific” for - Kake - via Cape Fanshaw - reached 
Kake at a late hour & went to Newtons house – 
and had a good room for the night.  He is an Indian 
- the leader of the Salvation Army at this place - his 
Indian wife is an intelligent woman - and a good 
housekeeper - especially for an Indian.  I am glad 
to find Frank Johnson here - he has just returned 
from the trolling waters below Cape Ommaney and 
says most of the trollers have left their 
headquarters at Port Alexander - where he has 
been for some time.  He seems entirely friendly - 
important for he is the President of the Alaska 
Native (Indian) Brotherhood. 

Diary 41, 1932 
October 16 

Frank Johnson made an arrangement for me to 
talk to the Kakes at the conclusion of their church 
services in the Presbyterian Church which begin at 
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10 a.m.  When the services concluded he 
introduced me and I spoke for an hour & a quarter 
on their proposed land bill & my efforts to get their 
fishery & other matters before the Com. on Indian 
Affairs.  They seemed very friendly. 
Johnson translated my speech into the Kake 
Language for the benefit of the old folks.  Afterward 
I employed him to go to Klawock, Craig & 
Hydaburg - to Angoon, Tenakee & Hoonah gave 
him $40 & promised him $60 more to pay 
his expenses. Had lunch with the Kerberger’s, 
trader, & his beautiful daughter - aged 2 1/2 years.  
Started home on “Pacific” at 4 pm. 

Diary 41, 1932 
October 17 

Reached Juneau, via Gambier Bay, Windham, 
Sumdum & Taku at 2 p.m.  Found that Dimond had 
arrived at Juneau this morning & is visiting with his 
cohorts!  They are posting the town with pictures of 
Roosevelt, Garner & Dimond - the Empire is 
claiming everything - landslide of votes for the 
Democrats - in the Nation & in the Territory as well.  
Al White, U.S. Marshal & Div. Committeeman is 
still “sore” - & it seems to me scared - but the 
investigators have gone.   
Billy Paul is at Fairbanks - Cordova making 
speeches against Rustgard, and I think - against 
the Rep. ticket.  He is a treacherous renegade & 
may sell out to the Democrats – if he can get 
anything for his treachery.  Cash Cole is at the 
bottom of his efforts - he wants to defeat me, too! 

Diary 41, 1932 
October 18 

I have taken over my old office room in the 
Valentine Bldg - Foster has given up my books, 
furniture etc. - but has not paid me a cent for their 
agreed rental of $25. per month form Mar 1st 1931 
to this date.  He is a tough customer. 
Tony Dimond, candidate Democrat for Delegate, 
Doc Walker, for Senator & Frank Boyle, for Auditor, 
are leaving here tonight on Izzy Goldstein’s boat - 
“Sitka” - for Skagway & the Indian villages.  They 
announce that Dimond will speak in Juneau on the 
24th!  I am persuading Winn & Keller to go with me 
to Ketchikan to spy out the political situation. 
Have learned tonight that Al. White intends to leave 
for Idaho Monday - he is scared about something! 
Attended the Pioneers party. 

Diary 41, 1932 
October 19 

Dimond, Boyle & Walker got off last night on their 
trip to Skagway - Sitka, etc.  The Democrats are 
loudly claiming the victory - in Nation & Territory. 
I am going to Wrangell tonight on the SS. “Rogers” 
- & then to Ketchikan - back again as soon as I can 
and then I will have my meeting here in Juneau! - 
following Tony - Grace is sending out my “Trade 
Value of Alaska” speech to hate whose names 
appear in the Telephone Directory - here and in 
Ketchikan. 

Diary 41, 1932 
October 20 

Left Juneau last night on the SS. Rogers for 
Wrangell.  Arrived in Petersburg this forenoon and 
spent an hour - visited a few friends - arrived at 
Wrangell at 3 oclock - saw W.D. Grant John Grant 
& several more at the dock - Campbell, Deputy 
Marshal says I will get a good vote, as usual, here.  
Concluded to go on to Ketchikan.  Ter. Treasurer 
Smith on board enroute to Petersburg from 
Wrangell.  Charlie Goldstein enroute to Seattle - 
says he is a Republican.  Met several interior 
Alaskans going to Seattle; Raining. 

Diary 41, 1932 
October 21 

Arrived in Petersburg early this morning.  Ingersoll 
Hotel and slept until nearly noon.  Had long 
consultations with McCain, Caswell, Hunt, Arnold & 
other friends.  They think I will get a majority vote 
here.  Ed. Ridley, Indian, asked me to talk to the 
Indians tonight at the Indian Club house - about 40 
Indians present.  Senator Hunt & Talbot with me - 
talked about the Indian matters & seemed to satisfy 
- they promised to support me.  Ridley told me that 
Cash Cole, auditor and Wm L. Paul will be here 
tomorrow enroute around the Indian villages on the 
- west coast.  Caswell & McCain say they will insist 
on Cole 
& Paul supporting me - they are unfriendly. 

Diary 41, 1932 
October 22 

Passed the day with McCain around town.  Find 
many more friends here than I expected - Hunt 
called a meeting at the Pioneers Hall to organize 
Committees for the campaign but could not get 
anything done until White comes, enroute south on 
Tuesday - They appointed Johnson to see White & 
ask him to appoint a committeeman for Ketchikan 
& the meeting adjourned until Wednesday evening. 
 



[clipping] 
WICKERSHAM IS  
HERE TO HELP  
PARTY TICKET 

Delegate Gratified at Decision 
to Construct Federal 

Building Here 
 James Wickersham, candidate for re-election as 
delegate to congress from Alaska, is in Ketchikan 
in the interests of his own and other Republican 
candidacies, he said today.  He expects to return to 
Juneau Monday, but will be back in Ketchikan just 
before the election at which time he will hold a 
public meeting. 
 “I am very much gratified that the government 
has decided to build the federal building in 
Ketchikan,” he said. “I worked hard for along time 
to get the buildings both here and at Anchorage 
and I still have hope that the latter project will be 
decided upon at an early date.  When I return to 
Washington after the election I shall do everything 
in my power to hurry the construction of the 
Ketchikan building.  It will mean coping with the 
similar demands from every community that has 
been promised a federal building.” 
 Delegate Wickersham has only recently 
concluded a six-week campaign trip to the interior. 
“I found everywhere a favorable opinion of my 
record as delegate and I have every confidence in 
my election at the polls on November 8.” 

Diary 41, 1932 
October 23 

Busy all day with my friends trying to arrange 
matters. = Was invited to meet the Indians last 
night at the Indian Brotherhood Hall – a good 
meeting & my speech was well received, & 
promises of their support. =) [smiley face?]  
Rev. Mather, Episcopal, Indian invited me to come 
to their church tonight & give them a talk on the 
Life and character of George Washington!  Did so 
& had 20 minutes after the Church serviced ended 
- they were well pleased - Mathis thanked me & 
said what a good friend I had always been to the 
Indians, etc.  Bob Heckman, his wife, & other 
whites also present - they are friends, also. 
Paid the Radio Co. $100. for broadcasting & left 

material with McCain for daily - nightly use. My 
boat comes early in the morning - then home 

Diary 41, 1932 
October 24 

Had Sunday dinner with the Hunts yesterday!  The 
SS. Yukon came in from the south this morning at 
530 and I am going home on her.  Of course I am to 
return & speak on the evening of Friday 4th!   
Saw Grover Winn & many of my friends at 
Wrangell.  They insist that I must come there & 
speak.  Faulkner came about at Petersburg - says I 
have many good friends there & will carry a 
majority!  It seems that Cole & Paul are yet in 
Juneau - but are expected to come south - to 
Petersburg Wrangell & Ketchikan tomorrow on the 
SS. Alaska.  Dimond is to make his major speech 
against me at Juneau tonight.  I hope to follow on 
Thursday or Friday 

Diary 41, 1932 
October 25 

Dimond had a house full at the Coliseum Theater 
tonight - Grigsby presided and both he and Dimond 
spent the whole time denouncing me - small 
matters - mostly untrue - but stated loudly.  Big 
audience but a quiet one. There is little to answer – 
wind.  
 Am having trouble to get the “Capitol” theater for 
my evening later this week.  The Kubley agent here 
is evidently a Democratic partisan - says he will 
send night letter to Kubley - who is one of our 
Republican nominees for the Legislature! 

Diary 41, 1932 
October 26 

Kubley’s agent in Capitol Theater says he will let 
us have the theater for $7500! to be paid by myself - 
I can get the Ellis Mall for $25- but send telegram 
to J.E. Johnson, our candidate for Senator stating 
situation!  Tom Gardner, Treas. Rep. Div. Com. 
says take the Theater anyway & he has money 
enough to pay.  Put Adv. in Empire & will put one 
Friday in Strollers -to speak in Douglas Thursday, 
& in Juneau, Friday, 28th.  Working on my speech - 
gathering material - for Douglas tomorrow night. 

Diary 41, 1932 
October 27 

Prepared & sent off my Act. 10 days before 
election today. 
Getting ready for my speech here tomorrow night.  
I feel discouraged, for Cash Cole & Paul are 
opposing me.  Paul spoke in the Capitol Theatre 
here tonight - to a big crowd drawn out of curiosity 



Alaska State Library – Historical Collections                                                                                                                    Diary of James Wickersham  
MS 107 BOX 7  DIARY 41                                                                                                                                                       January 1, 1932 through December 31, 1932 

to hear him abuse Rustgard - he did and Judge 
Harding also & especially I do not blame him for 
that although he is injuring the Rep. ticket & me by 
doing so - but he is a double-crosser & will not win! 

Diary 41, 1932 
October 28 

I made my Juneau speech tonight to a good 
audience in the Capitol Theatre - there were not so 
many people to here me as there were to hear 
Dimond when he spoke last week in the Coliseum 
Theater - I have no “jobs” to promise while Dimond 
& his supporters promise the offices now held by 
the Republicans - each office to a dozen hungry 
Democrats - these are making the noise & the 
crowds which enthusiastically cheer the 
Democratic candidates.  I got a good support & 
some enthusiasm.  Two hours after I concluded my 
effort I embarked on the “Margaret” - Karl Thieles 
big cannery tender and started for Skagway to 
speak.  I go alone - no other. Rep. candidate here 
to go with me. 

Diary 41, 1932 
October 29 

My boat the “Margaret” landed me at noon today at 
Haines. The Indians there - and Klukwan are 
holding a meeting of the Alaska Native 
Brotherhood at 1 oclock & sent me word to come & 
talk - whites also.  We had a good audience & I 
talked to them about Indian affairs & the fisheries - 
they seemed greatly pleased. 
We reached Skagway at 430 - I had dinner with 
Mrs. Pullen at her hotel - meeting in the Elks Hall at 
8- a big crowd for Skagway!  The meeting was a 
real success.  Howard Ashley, chairman - and 
many ladies present.  I feel confident of securing a 
majority of the votes of these places.  Left 
Skagway at 12- midnight in a Southeast storm for 
Juneau. 
I was not sea sick! 

Diary 41, 1932 
October 30 

My boat reached Juneau at noon - bad storm 
coming down Lynn Canal - not seasick, but worn 
out by the storm & a poor bed.  Grover C. Winn, 
Rep. candidate for the Legislature just returned 
from Petersburg - says I will carry the southern 
towns that Dimond made no votes at his meetings 
there - still you can never be sure what a jury will 
do until the verdict is filed in court.  I will go to 
Petersburg tomorrow on the SS. Yukon - will make 

speeches in Petersburg, Wrangell & Ketchikan - 
then wait for the verdict.   
 Hoover seems to be gaining much lost ground in 
the States. 

Diary 41, 1932 
October 31 

Left for Petersburg on the SS. Yukon at 6 p.m. 

Diary 41, 1932 
November 1 

Arrived in Petersburg this morning early - and 
meeting friends during the day. 
 Had a fine meeting at the Variety theater - a full 
house, & spoke for 2 hours - got much applause & 
support, but the Paul’s & Cash Cole are not 
supporting me.  How much work they intend doing 
against me I cannot tell.  The white people are very 
friendly & I hope to carry a majority here though my 
Democratic opponents are active & bitter.  I am 
receiving many congratulations on my speech.  
Cole & Paul are expected here tomorrow & will try 
their best to prejudice the Indians against me - & 
will probably succeed. 

Diary 41, 1932 
November 2 

I was invited to speak before the school to day - did 
so but, of course, there was no political elements in 
it.  John G. Grand is supporting me, probably for 
the first time.  The “SS. Rogers” is due this 
afternoon & I will go to Ketchikan on her.  The 
business men are strong for me, except the 
McCormicks -church. 
 Spoke in to Coliseum Theater to a good crowd & 
well received - a big support among the whites but 
the Indians are very doubtful & waiting for Paul & 
Cole to come & tell them what to do. 

Diary 41, 1932 
November 3 

Arrived in Ketchikan early. 
Visiting with my friends who seem to think we will 
carry this town by a small majority.  My speech for 
Friday is postponed, to Saturday evening.  [This 
section circled and pointing to where it should have 
been entered at beginning of next page]  
 
I get good reports about Frank Johnson, Indian 
President of the A.N.B. who has been to Hydaburg, 
Klawock & other southern villages & is on his way 
to Hoonah & Angoon.  He seems to be active & 
honest, and is urging the Indians to vote for me. 



Diary 41, 1932 
November 4 

Spoke tonight to the Indians at Saxman in the 
Indian Hall - good audience and promises of hearty 
support.  Paul & Cash Cole here and met the 
Indians in Ketchikan.  They assured the Indians 
that they were not supporting Dimond - Paul tells 
them he is neutral which is a lie for he is doing 
anything to get votes for himself for Atty. Genl. & 
for Cole as auditor and the Dimond forces are 
assisting them - so they say - but thats a lie also. - 
it is “dog eat dog” with all of them but I think I will 
get the Indian vote here - sure. 
Ed. Ridley & other Indians are working hard for me. 

Diary 41, 1932 
November 5 

Had my big Ketchikan meeting tonight - 80 present 
and I made a satisfactory speech so my friends 
think but I was not satisfied with it.  I left out - forgot 
- one very important part, but probably no one else 
knew it - so it will not prove harmful - otherwise I 
am satisfied.  Heard Hoover & Roosevelt close 
their speeches - R -at New York, Hoover at St 
Paul.  Their campaign is closed but Dimond will 
make his closing speech here on Monday night. 
 I think I may carry the First (this) division & may 
be elected - not certain. 
 
[clipping] 

WICKERSHAM 
CLOSES HIS 

CAMPAIGNING 
Packed House Listens to Re- 
publican Candidate Accuse 
Dimond of Having Thrown 
Down Democrats in 1926. 

Delegate Reviews Record in 
This and Previous Sessions 
of Congress; Says Opponent 

Opposed to Primary 
 Addressing 800 persons who packed the 
Coliseum theater last night, Delegate James 
Wickersham charged that his democratic 
opponent, Anthony J. Dimond, is opposed to the 
primary election law, that he has made accusations 
in this campaign which “are not supported by 
facts,” that in these accusations “he doesn’t know 
anything about it anyhow,” and that in 1926 he 

threw down the democratic party which he now 
r[word missing] 

Diary 41, 1932 
November 6 

Intended to go over to Metlakatla this morning – at 
the boat the Indian boatman - Ed. Ridley showed 
me letter from Murchison, mayor, saying I could not 
appear there on Sunday - so I refused to go but 
sent Ridley & some Indians instead.  They report 
that the Indian people of Metlakatla were very 
angry & disappointed when the boat reached them 
without me & denounced Murchison - & staged a 
bitter fight on him - he refused to appear when they 
sent for him - which was exactly what I expected!  
Ridley spoke for me & says it did me more good 
than if I had gone & spoke!  Bob Heckman is 
betting that I will carry Ketchikan & the west coast 
Indian towns.  The business men & Indians here 
are supporting me & say that I will be elected etc.  
Things generally look favorable around here.   
Had dinner with the Hunts at Talbots. 

Diary 41, 1932 
November 7 

Ready to go home but boat late.   
Attended meeting of Deep Sea Vessel Owners. 
This is the day for the big speech by Tony.  The 
Metlakatla Band - 40 men - came over - the 
Democrats went to Walker to speak - Rev. Paul 
Mather, Episcopal minister suggested we invite the 
band to a dinner!!  They accepted - I sat at the 
head of the table - Mather on one side - Murchison 
- the Democratic (Indian) on the other - it then 
occurred to him that it was not a Democratic 
dinner!!  He went outside (we were at the 
fashionable Blue Fox Restaurant) & hastily sent 
word to “Doc” Walker - who came - looked through 
the door, etc.  l spoke, recalled that Dr. & Mrs.          
their long time friends were Pres. Hoover’s 
relatives etc.  Exit Doc. Walker & great laughter 
etc. 
Left Ketchikan at 830 p.m. for home on SS 
Northwestern. 

Diary 41, 1932 
November 8 

Arrived at Wrangell 3 a.m. reached Petersburg at 9 
- Wm L. Paul & Cash Cole here - had meeting last 
night - Paul shied away from me, but Cole offered 
to shake hands - I said “I don’t want to shake 
hands with you” and walked away - they have done 
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all they could - and may be enough - to set the 
Indian voters against me - Cash is impossible, Paul 
is incapable of fair gratitude & I want nothing to do 
with either of them.  The SS. is pushing hard to put 
us ashore at Juneau in time to vote. 
“Licked to a frazzle.”  The whole republican ticket 
goes down covered by a Democratic landslide. 

Diary 41, 1932 
November 9 

Republican National Ticket Defeated: 
also Territorial ticket. 
I sincerely hope Cash Cole also for he and Paul 
sold me out.  The national result will throw out Al. 
White, who left the Territory 2 or 3 weeks ago - 
abandoned and defeated our local ticket.  Their 
days are now cut short, also Hoover is beaten by 
the greatest defeat in the history of American 
politics. 
 
[clipping] 

ENTIRE TICKET 
FOR TERRITORY 
SWEEPS POLLS 

Alaska in Vanguard of Na- 
tionwide Landslide to 

Democratic Party 
FIVE TERRITORIAL 

OFFICERS ELECTED 
Five Senators and Twelve 

Representatives Ap- 
arently Returned 

Diary 41, 1932 
November 10 

I am glad Cash Cole & Paul are defeated - they are 
disorganizers & will not do team work.  The defeat 
of Hoover is reflected in Alaska: Radio night 
& day gave the Democratic view of things to 
politics in Alaska & the results here were 
accentuated by that influence largely.  It was a 
Democratic victory. 
 
[clipping] 

SEN. DIMOND IS 
CONGRATUALTED 
BY WICKERSHAM 

Delegate Wires Successful 
Rival Offering Any 

Aid Possible 

 Judge James Wickersham today telegraphed his 
congratulations to Anthony J. Dimond, who 
defeated him in Tuesday’s election for Delegate to 
Congress, and offering any assistance that might 
be in his power to render. 
 Speaking on the overwhelming Republican 
defeat in Tuesday’s Election Judge Wickersham 
declared today that he felt no sting of defeat. “It was 
just one of those things,” he said. “we got caught in 
a Democratic tidal wave.  I made the best 
campaign I knew how to make and left the case 
with the voters.  I have no feeling or resentment 
against anyone.  I am completely reconciled to the 
situation.” 
 Judge Wickersham said that he expected to 
return to Juneau.  He declared that he has a lot of 
work that he wants to do and that he will come 
home and go to work.  Judge Wickershams 
telegram of congratulations to Mr. Dimond was as 
follows: 

“Juneau Alaska, Nov. 9, 1932. 
“Hon. A.J. Dimond, 
“Ketchikan, Alaska. 
 “The tidal wave has landed you and I send you 
my congratulations stop  If there is any assistance I 
can give you it will afford me personal satisfaction 
to furnish it. 
 (Sig) “JAMES WICKERSHAM.” 

Diary 41, 1932 
November 11 

Have just received an answer from Senator 
Dimond to my telegram of congratulations.   

“Ketchikan, Nov. 10, 1932 
James Wickersham, Juneau, Als. 
Please accept my thanks for your kind telegram 
and particularly of your generous offer of help of 
which I shall gladly avail myself particularly with 
respect to measures of relief for native population:  
Anthony J. Dimond.” 
 
Wrote Darrell a good letter - it will encourage him & 
he will not think I am much disappointed - as I am 
not. 
Grace has gone to the Pioneer Sociable tonight. 
It more & more appears to have been a National 
Victory in Alaska & had little relation to Alaskan 



matters or candidates.  Voters cast their ballots 
against Hoover!! 

Diary 41, 1932 
November 12 

Have written many letters thanking the Rep. 
Committeemen in Alaska for their active support - 
also letters to the Railway Union officials in 
Washington & Anchorage, and a few others who 
deserved thanks.   
 The last clause in Dimonds telegram –opposite- 
in relation to the Indians - shows how little he has 
thought of their welfare.  Of course they are 
children and did not realize -or know about - what I 
was trying to do for them - but Dimond knows, & 
now wants to rebuild his poll fences for the future 
by doing something for them so he can appeal to 
them at future campaigns etc. & he wishes me to 
set him on the right path - and I intend to do it 
notwithstanding their sale to the Democrats by 
Paul & Cash Cole!! 

Diary 41, 1932 
November 13 

I am in another mixup about a postoffice - this time 
at Nome.  Recommended appointment of Ruth M. 
Cameron, postmistress on the telegraphic 
endorsement of Tom Ross - she was appointed 
acting P.M. - now the Nome Rep. Club is raising 
hob & insists on one Waldhelm!!  I am sending 
Rowe (W.J.) a telegram fully explaining & saying 
Cameron appointment is only temporary as acting 
P.M. until final action by sending name to Senate in 
December. 
 The people around Auke Lake have signed large 
petition asking for Rural Free Delivery route & new 
Postoffice called “Auke Bay” & I am sending it in 
with my recommendation - through they voted 
against me!! 

Diary 41, 1932 
November 14 

Dimond is here but so constantly engaged with his 
cohorts & those who want appointments that I have 
been unable to see him, though I have tried to get 
in touch with him, by telephone many times.  The 
Democrats - Tony, John etc. etc. are having a gay 
time - violating the Bone Dry Law every hour!!   
 Called & had friendly talk with Troy - told him I 
intended to be friendly - between now & Mch 4th, & 
invited Dimond to come to my office when he 
comes to Wash & that I would give him all the data 

etc. in my office & assist him as far as I could etc. 
etc. 

Diary 41, 1932 
November 15 

We have concluded to go to Seattle on Friday - all 
bills paid, my Reports Of Campaign Expenditures 
in & sent by mail etc.  Saw Troy again today.  He 
tells me he is a candidate for Governor his 
daughters insist on it & many of his friends.  
Bunnell, Agri. College School of Mines is also a 
candidate.  The Democrats are busy as bees fixing 
up the list of those who are to get plumbs!! 
 Grace is packing & I am closing up every thing 
needed for four months absence.  I have rented my 
old office room in the Valentine building & will leave 
my law library in the shelves where they have 
stood for years - and will open the office for 
business when I come back in April! 

Diary 41, 1932 
November 16 

Am trying to get a chance to make a formal call on 
Tony but he & his tribe were on a “party” last night - 
& he is not easily seen!  The Prohibition law has no 
terror for them!!  Called his hotel again afternoon 
so I might make a formal call - got his room - he 
answered weakly - said “I’ll be up afterwhile” & 
silence.” 
The Empire of this day announces the candidacy of 
Troy for Governor and Dimond does the 
announcing and gives his support to Troy. 
Sent telegrams to Holdeman, at Anchorage & 
Borgen at Ketchikan about their boys for Naval 
School etc. 

Diary 41, 1932 
November 17 

Dimond called at my office this forenoon.  I told him 
anything I could do to assist him I would - that if 
there were any papers etc. in Wash, he wanted 
etc. he could have - that I would assist him etc.  He 
was friendly appreciative, said he wished to assist 
in passing the Tlinget - Haida Bill & would write 
letters to the Com. if needed etc.  Also said would 
assist in passing my bill to repeal the Alaska Bone 
Dry law - talked to him about office rooms. 

Diary 41, 1932 
November 18 

Paid all my bills - drew money from Behrends Bank 
& will go on SS Evans tonight to Seattle enroute to 
Washington.  Leave my matters in good shape - no 
debts! 
I am amused that Billy Paul, Cash Cole & Al White 
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are talking about “reorganizing” the Republican 
party in Alaska - and getting no “takers.” 
They will find it hard to convince the party workers 
that they are to be trusted - the “double-crossers.”  
While they did not accomplish their purpose - they 
did remove themselves from the jobs for a term of 
2 years - & may be more - they were defeated also. 
We left Juneau at 3 oclock! 
U.S. Marshals Jones of Nome & Smith of 
Fairbanks - on SS. going North -saw them in 
Juneau today - they, too, did not support our 
ticket!!! 

Diary 41, 1932 
November 19 

We left Juneau at 3 oclock a.m. 
At Petersburg at noon - saw Ohmer & several of 
my friends - they are all disappointed at the result 
of the election - but all say it resulted to an extent 
at least from the radio propaganda coming from the 
States & the fact that our Republican organization 
went to pieces.  Nothing could have saved us from 
defeat but they agree that our leaders made it 
much worse by betraying us. 
The evening Ketchikan papers say that Senator 
Jones, of Wash. died today. 
Harry C. McCain & Jim Winden met me at the 
Dock at 3 oclock this morning to talk about some 
errands they wish me to do in Washington - they 
denounce White - & Caswell – for not supporting 
Republican ticket. 

Diary 41, 1932 
November 20 

Crossed Dixons entrance early this morning - 
raining & a dismal day - 
Only half a dozen passengers on the boat - Oscar 
Anderson, merchant from McGrath - & a few 
others.  Recd. telegram at Ketchikan from Will A. 
Steel saying he was sending me an important letter 
at Frye Hotel, Seattle. 

Diary 41, 1932 
November 21 

Queen Charlottes crossing calm & quiet. 
Men in smoking room playing pinochle - seem to 
enjoy it more than eating. 

Diary 41, 1932 
November 22 

Gulf of Georgia - Seattle at 630 p.m. 
Frye Hotel, Room 902. 
Received telegram from Mr. D.E. Skinner, asking 
me to call him up this evening or tomorrow 
morning.  Received “important” letter from Will 
Steel, Wash. office saying he had suggested to 

Sisson, Asst. Atty. Genl. that 
I be appointed District Judge in 1st Division, 
Juneau, when Hardings term expires, Jany 15th & 
that Sisson thought well of it!!  Of course I will not 
consider such an act for it would only result in 
trouble and an ouster - removal - by President 
Roosevelt after Mch. 4th.  Will does not understand 
that the President may remove without charges or 
proofs. 
 Met Comr. Arnold of Ketchikan here at the Hotel 
- No particular news. 

Diary 41, 1932 
November 23 

Called & had conference with Skinner at his office 
at 1130. Also present                                                   
& H.G. Seaborn.  They are anxious to get the S. 
Bill introduced by Senator Jone’s passed this short 
session, - evidently to shield Dimond from its 
curse!! 
We also talked about plan of Canneries to employ 
the Alaska Indians & fishermen, etc.  Just talk - 
they also want the Democrats to ordain O’Malley, 
as Com. Bureau of Fisheries! 
Telegraphed Will Steel that the matter of my 
appointment was not possible - to “forget it.”   
Ruth Coffin, Graces niece, came in from her 
Skyskomish school to visit us.  She is a fine 
upstanding young woman very capable teacher & 
Grace loves her above all others. 
(Sent Maud & Nellie McHaneys Buckley $10. For 
thanksgiving. 

Diary 41, 1932 
November 24 

Thanksgiving Day. 
Grace & I had a fine dinner in the dining room at 
the Frye hotel.  John F. Ballaine called & told me 
how he organized the progressive Republicans in 
the State of Washington, - & fought to elect 
Roosevelt, etc. etc.  Told me positively that Troy 
would not be appointed Gov of Alaska - that he had 
assurances from high wagers to that effect, etc. 
etc. that he would be given a high appointment 
under Roosevelt etc. that he was told by Senator 
Norris how much the Senator thought of me, & 
would I speak a kind word in his (Ballaine’s) behalf, 
etc. 
Seattle radio, K.O.M.O. sent a statement about 
Alaska elections out tonight - to Alaska - quoting 



my interview in the Seattle papers. 
Recd. a fine letter from Darrell - glad that I took my 
defeat so gently etc. 

Diary 41, 1932 
November 25 

Visited Dr. Bentley, Cobb Bldg. oculist & he fitted 
me with bi-focal glasses. 
This afternoon Grace & I went to Tacoma & 
conferred with Winden about my ranch & town 
house rentals.  The dairyman has hard luck & says 
he may not pay his December rent - the woman in 
the town house has not paid for months - Winden 
is worrying about getting enough to pay the taxes!  
Wm P. Hopping, my long time friend and agent died 
in August!   
 We now think we will go east on Tuesday - to 
Washington, D.C. 

Diary 41, 1932 
November 26 

Ruth Coffin, Graces niece, is visiting with us - & 
also Ruth’s mother.  Mrs. Strong (wife & widow of 
Gov. Strong, dec.) is here and we visit & enjoy 
each other. 
 
[clipping] 

ALASKANS CLAMOR 
FOR OFFICIAL JOBS, 
SAYS WICKERSHAM 

Delegate, on Way to Wash- 
ington, Declares No Re- 

publicans Are Left in 
Northland Since Election 

 Alaska, overwhelmingly Democratic this year, is 
awaiting the new national administration to press 
any legislative claims, according to Judge James 
Wickersham of Juneau, Republican, who will be 
succeeded March 4 by A.J. Dimond of Valdez, 
Democrat, as territorial delegate in Congress. 
 Judge Wickersham arrived from the North last 
night and will leave for Washington, D.C., Friday. 
 Judge Wickersham said the Democratic 
sentiment throughout the territory strongly favored 
the appointment of John W. Troy, Publisher of the 
Juneau Daily Empire, as successor to Gov. George 
A. Parks.  Mr. Troy has been indorsed by the party 
organization and Alaskans “inside and out” are 
generally supporting that selection. 

Diary 41, 1932 
November 27 

Nothing new - just waiting for Monday to start on 
our trip east. 
 
[clipping] 

ALASKA DEMOS 
‘STILL VOTING,’ 
LOSER’S PLAINT 

Wickersham, Veteran G.O.P. Of 
Far North To [S]eek Bone Dry 
Law Repeal At Short Session 

 “Don’t ask me how big the Democratic majority 
was.  Up toward the Arctic circle, they’re still voting 
- and voting Democratic.” 
 That was the plaint of Judge James Wickersham, 
veteran Republican Alaska delegate, in Seattle 
yesterday, on his way back to Washington, D.C. 
 During the short session of congress that marks 
the end of his immediate career as delegate, 
Wickersham hopes to win national approval for 
repeal of the Territorial Bone Dry Law. 
REPEAL VOTED 
 Repeal has already been voted by the Territorial 
legislature. 
 Sentiment for repeal is “overwhelming,” 
Wickersham said.  
 And so, he added, was the Democratic vote.   
 “We got the full force of the campaign,” he 
commented. “Radios were going day and night.”   
 John W. Troy, Juneau publisher, with the support 
of the Democratic territorial organization, probably 
will be next governor of Alaska, Wickersham said. 
 Anthony J. Dimond of Valdez was elected 
territorial delegate to succeed Wickersham. 

Diary 41, 1932 
November 28 

Got my new bifocal eyeglasses  paid the Alaska 
Weekly $50. on their excessive adv. bill - double 
too much. 
The Fauchers, Ruth & her mother to dinner etc.  
Packed ready to go East.  Left Seattle over 
Milwaukee Ry at 930 P.M. 
Wrote Gordon C. Bettles, Koyukuk, letter about 
early settlers on the Yukon 

Diary 41, 1932 
November 29 

Crossed the divide between Idaho & Montana - on 
the Milwaukee Ry - It exhibits a fine piece of 
engineering - beautiful scenery - Butte in the 
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evening. 

Diary 41, 1932 
November 30 

Missouri River headwaters. 
Crossed the Continental Divide during the night. 
South Dakota. 

Diary 41, 1932 
December 1 

Chicago.  We spent an hour sightseeing in the 
great Marshall-Fields department stores - Bought 
Grace some handkerchiefs & myself a 3 vol. set of 
McCauley’s Hist of England.  Senator Kendrick of 
Wyoming on the train - had a good long talk with 
him about Alaska - he promises support for Alaska 
Rd. 

Diary 41, 1932 
December 2 

Indian killed a mule at Fbks 
Washington, D.C. at 9 a.m. 
We are both very tired, but a good bath - clean 
cloths and a walk assisted us toward recovery. 
Read the mail & talked with Steel about the Alaska 
election.  Farquharson, Representative Railway 
Unions - Democrat, & others expressed regret - 
real & not formal - at my defeat.  Parson, M.C. from 
Illinois same very earnestly! & said some very nice 
things about my efforts as the representative from 
Alaska. 

Diary 41, 1932 
December 3 

Gus Borgens son called - he is the third alternate in 
the list of four appointed by me to take the mental 
examination for the Naval Academy on Feb. 22; he 
impressed me as a forceful & vigorous fellow - he 
has come on to Washington to take an intensive 
preparation for the exams, & I really hope he wins!! 
Will & I getting the office work up to date.  Grace & 
I are settled in our rooms in the Methodist Bldg at 
Maryland & 1st N.E. 
Bunnell, Pres. Alaska Agri-.Col. & School of Mines 
is here & wants me to introduce some bills for him.  
His real business here is to play politics & get the 
Appt. as Governor! but he must do something to 
enable him to charge his expense act. against the 
public funds!! 

Diary 41, 1932 
December 4 

Nothing new.  We are again house keeping & 
enjoying home cooked food, though we are both 
yet tired from our trip.  Am beginning to work on my 
Old Yukon Trails - and waiting for business to be 
reached before the Committees. 

I do not intend to strain my strength in official 
duties let Tony do it! 
 Copy – see next page: 
“Washington, D.C.  Dec. 5, 1932.” 
Andrew Nerland, Fairbanks, Alaska. 
Just heard Fairbanks public school burned  stop  if 
a bill needed to permit town or bond or borrow from 
Reconstruction Finance Corporation I will be glad 
to introduce & do my best to secure its passage  
stop  after people determine best course to pursue 
telegraph me fully and promptly and I will act 
accordingly.  stop   answer official. 
    James Wickersham 
     Delegate from Alaska.” 

Diary 41, 1932 
December 5 

2nd Sess. Congress convened today.  The Rainey 
Reso. to repeal the 18th Amdt. (Prohibition) 
introduced, and pressed to a vote by the 
Democrats: 
Vote less than 2/3 - failed! 
 Judge Bunnell came in with telegram from 
Fairbanks that the Public School Buildings burned - 
total loss - Saturday. It may mean the passage of 
an Act of Congress to enable the town to bond - or 
borrow from Reconstruction Finance Corporation!  
Of course I will do anything possible to assist them. 
 Sent Andrew Nerland telegram offering my 
services 
 see opposite –back- [previous] page for copy of 
telegram. 

Diary 41, 1932 
December 6 

President Hoover Message read today before the 
House.  I am interested in that part relating to the 
combination of Government bureaus - he says he 
will give this matter full attention in another 
message in a few days! 
I introduced a bill today - a claims bill in favor of 
one Joe Reno - for $500. paid by mistake to the 
U.S. on an alien departure bond.  I do so at the 
request of Arthur Frame, formerly of Anchorage 
now of S.F.  Reno resides in Anchorage.   Steel is 
at work in the Departments on some Alaska 
matters. 
 I am reading McCauleys History of England - 
again. 



Diary 41, 1932 
December 7 

Bartley Howard, head of one of the Coal 
Companies along the Alaska Railroad wants two 
bills introduced to assist him in getting his affairs 
with the Ry. closed up.  I recommended to him to 
go to Senator Howell, & get him to act in the 
matter. 

Diary 41, 1932 
December 8 

From many inquiries we get about offices and 
salaries in Alaska from outside Democrats it looks 
as if the Alaska Democrats who have divided up 
the spoils may not have it all their own way!  Hon 
Gwinn Williams, “lame duck” and at present the 
Chairman of the House Committee on Territories 
inquired today about the salary of the Governor of 
Alaska, etc. etc.! 
 Grace & I had dinner with Mr. Thatcher at the 
Women’s University Club. - a good dinner & talk 
consoling each other at the defeat of the 
Republican Nat. & Ter. ticket! 

Diary 41, 1932 
December 9 

Called on Gov. Parks, at the Interior Depart. to pay 
my respects, also on O’Malley, with whom I had a 
long talk -told him if I could do anything in retaining 
his position under the Demo. administration I would 
do so. 
Appeared before the house Committee on Ways & 
Means & suggested that the Beer Bill pending - did 
not clearly include Alaska: they gave me 
permission to prepare & submit an amendment - 
for that purpose. 

Diary 41, 1932 
December 10 

Called at the Treasury Dept. and conferred with 
Heath, Asst. Sec. in charge of the construction of 
public buildings.  Before I returned to the office a 
week ago Steel had written a letter to him asking 
(in my name) that Col. Wood be made the architect 
of the new Alaska building: he told me very gruffly 
that he would not give that work to Wood, & 
significantly said that Sec. of Int. Wilbur had urged 
the Anchorage building should be constructed prior 
to that at Ketchikan.  I tried to persuade him in view 
of the public announcement that the Ketchikan 
building should be the first one to be built - I got no 
answer.  I shall go and see Wilbur Monday. 

Diary 41, 1932 
December 11 

Snowed & sleeted last night & this morning - 
walking bad. 
I wrote Chap. 1. of Old Yukon Trails.   

Mary Lee Davis has written another book - she 
writes me!  I am to understand it is a Klondike book 
this time -based on the diary of a physician who 
joined the Klondike Stamped - it is in Ms. yet, but 
will be printed soon & she says it is her best book! 

Diary 41, 1932 
December 12 

Busy today in the matter of a pension for Jim 
Verdin of Ketchikan.  It is a technical question, but I 
fear it may bar him from the pension.   
 Before the Ways & Means Committee on the 
application of the “Beer Bill,” – it does not apply as 
it now stands to Alaska and I am trying to get it 
amended so it will apply there. 
 Sent telegram to Ohmer, mayor of Petersburg, 
Alaska, in relation to rivers & harbor item for the 
improvement of the Petersburg harbor, etc. 

Diary 41, 1932 
December 13 

Receiving telegrams from the City Clerk of 
Fairbanks (my boyhood Schoolmate Chas Joynt) 
about securing an Appropriation to replace the 
public school buildings burned last week.  Charles 
Joynt & I attended the Patoka, Illinois, public 
school together when we were little boys. - some 
65 years ago! 

Diary 41, 1932 
December 14 

Appeared again before the Committee on Ways & 
Means - House - on the Beer Bill - Colliers - and 
filed my letter to Colleen showing the Amendment 
necessary to the pending bill if it is to apply to 
Alaska. 
 I am in receipt of an invitation to deliver an 
address -speech - talk before the Bureau of 
Commercial Economics - a private group of people 
but connected with the Pan American Union etc. on 
Jan 29th - Sunday evening - on Alaska. 
It is promised that a motion picture reel or two will 
be furnished by Dickens, the Chicago agent of the 
Alaska Railroad - I will see the Pictures & inquire 
about what they will expect me to talk about. 

Diary 41, 1932 
December 15 

Appeared before the House Com. on Rivers & 
Harbors & presented to necessity of the favorable 
report by the Com. on the Petersburg (Wrangell 
Narrows) harbor bill. 
Rept. House Doc. No 483. 
 
Bunnell, Pres. Alaska Agri. & School of Mines, 
Fairbanks, was in & will draw a Bill he wants 
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extending other Acts of Congress to his School. 
I promised to introduce for him. 

Diary 41, 1932 
December 16 

The Ways & Means Com, inform me they adopted 
my proposed Amdt. extending the benefits (?) of 
the Beer Bill to Alaska. 
 Attended the House all afternoon waiting to offer 
an Amdt. in relation to an appropriation for the 
Geographical Survey for Alaska. - did not reach it - 
& will try to do so tomorrow. 

Diary 41, 1932 
December 17 

I spent the whole day - afternoon in the house on 
the consideration of the Dept. of Interior 
Appropriation Bill – waiting to reach the Alaska 
items - which were not reached - but will be on 
Monday.  I do not know what objections will be 
made to these items - but I will offer an amendment 
to replace the appropriation for the Geological 
survey - for retaining the group engaged in 
investigating the Alaska mineral resources, etc. 
which was wholly omitted from the bill! 
 I fear also opposition to the Alaska Railroad 
Appropriation. 

Diary 41, 1932 
December 18 

Mrs. John Allan Davis, who wrote the “Attic” & two 
other Alaska books, sent me today her Ms. 
“Sourdough Gold” - a Klondike story based on the 
Diary of some doctor who made the journey to 
Dawson in 1898, & thence down the Yukon river in 
a small boat etc.  She asks me to read the Ms. & 
give her my opinion etc. which I am doing - I read 
the first chapter last evening & will conclude it 
promptly - for we are to have the Davis to dinner 
this week. 
 I am reading MaCaulay’s Hist. of England again, 
with interest. 

Diary 41, 1932 
December 19 

The Int. Dept. bill was passed & the Consent 
Calendar called.  I had a bill - the very last one - on 
Consent Calendar - but just as it was reached the 
Speaker took up bills on suspension of the rules so 
my bill was not called. This a bill to permit 
Estimates to be submitted on the Seward Flood 
Control - the Seward. 
Bob Bloom of Fairbanks in the city late - will see 
me in the morning. 
I have just concluded reading of Mary Lee Davis 

new Ms “Sourdough Gold” - it is written along the 
lines of a physicians tip to Dawson & down the 
Yukon river in ’98 & ’99, but the principal theme is 
philosophical & relates to a study of life! 

Diary 41, 1932 
December 20 

Bob Bloom & Dan Sutherland - Judge Bunnell all in 
the office.  We discussed the Fairbanks school bill - 
which I will introduce today.  Also will introduce a 
bill prepared by Judge Bunnell to give the College 
additional powers & appropriations. 
 Am preparing letter to Juneau Chamber of 
Commerce - in reply to 3 Resolutions demanding 
that l secure the immediate passage of 3 bills - (1) 
to repeal Bone Dry law (2) to pass Act repealing 
Placer Laws, (3) to pass bill relating to Absentee 
voting.  I have done everything, possible to secure 
first demand - & oppose the other two. 
 We had Major & Mrs. Gillett, Mr. & Mrs. John 
Allan Davis, Charles Hanson & Mifs Loufborrow for 
dinner, at the Congressional Club tonight. 
I enjoyed it very much. 

Diary 41, 1932 
December 21 

I am preparing Answers to three Resolutions sent 
to me by the Juneau Chamber of Commerce - they 
seem more political than legal - but I am answering 
them from a legal standpoint. 
 We had the Davis and Bol Bloom to dinner - then 
we had a Smoker at the office & talked Alaska - 
books, etc. 

Diary 41, 1932 
December 22 

Took up the Alaska - Fairbanks public school bill 
with Judge Williams, Ch. of Com. on the Ter. & he 
agreed to hear us on Friday morning at 10 oclock 
while Bloom is here. 
 Called up Motion to amend the Interior Dept. bill 
to introduce an appro. for Geo. Survey for the 
Alaska Div. – objection & that ended it - I will try the 
Senate. 

Diary 41, 1932 
December 23 

Lawrence Richey, the President’s private secretary 
called me up by telephone today & told me that the 
friends of Julian A. Hurley, the U.S. Attorney at 
Fairbanks were urging the President to appoint him 
- & he asked my views on the re-appointment.  I 
answered that Hurley had openly & vigorously 
opposed my election in November - & that I 
protested most earnestly against his reappointment 
etc.  After discussing the matter for a short time 



Richey assured me that my protest was sufficient - 
that Hurley would not be appointed!! 

Diary 41, 1932 
December 24 

No meeting of the House today.  I am writing a 
statement in respect to the validity of certain Acts 
of Congress and the Legislature of Alaska in 
relation to the Act of Congress dated Aug. 1, 1912 
& other acts of the Legislature of Alaska passed on 
the same subject at later dates.  It is a most difficult 
& interesting study.  Dimond needs some 
instruction on the subject & I am trying to supply it.  
 
We had a pleasant Christmas Eve at our house - 
giving each other Christmas gifts & enjoying those 
we received from our friends. 

Diary 41, 1932 
December 25 

Slept late & worked in the office on my statement 
of mining law. 
Grace is working on her genealogical study of the 
Vrooman family - it is very interesting - they are 
descendants of the old Dutch family which settled 
in New York - New Amsterdam - with old 
Dutchman Stuyvesant in the early days of the 
Seventeenth century. 
 We had dinner at the cafe on the corner!  We 
had invited Mrs. Hatcher to dinner with us at a 
fashionable hotel - but at the last moment she 
telephoned that she was sick & could not come - 
hence the dinner at the cafe. 

Diary 41, 1932 
December 26 

Today is kept as a holiday.  Worked all day & 
completed my statement in relation to the repeal of 
the Alaska laws & the Act of Congress of Aug. 1, 
1912 in relation to limiting the number of placer 
mining Claims in that Ter.  I intend to appear 
before the House Com. on Mines & Mining soon & 
try to secure an understanding about what shall be 
done to correct the void which I think has been left 
by the repeal of the Alaska laws by an Act of the 
Legislature of April 29, 1931 at the request of Mr. 
Dimond. 

Diary 41, 1932 
December 27 

I am laid up at home with a mild attack of “flu” - 
how I regret to be kept away from the office - I am 
a creature of habits - chains which I keep me in a 
given - but which seem good to me.  I am very well 
kept confined at home in reading 

McCauleys Hist. of England - it is good reading - & 
I enjoy it by the hour. 
I understand why my oldest American ancestor 
came to Kennett Square, Penn. in 1700! 

Diary 41, 1932 
December 28 

My flue is now aggravated by a rash on my right 
ankle.  Dr. Carver, M.D. the physician in Capitol 
has given me a treatment of ultra violet rays & infra 
red - & lotions – says it is an infection & must be 
careful etc. 
 Preparing two new bills. 

Diary 41, 1932 
December 29 

Introduced 2 bills today – H.R. 13954, to provide 
for appeal in Misdemeanor cases in Alaska.  H.R. 
13959, to authorize town of Fairbanks to issue 
bonds in the sum of $100,000, for construction of 
new School House – the old one burned 2 weeks 
ago. 

Diary 41, 1932 
December 30 

Taking treatments daily for my infected ankle & 
attending the House & watching Alaska items in 
the appropriation bills. 
 Went to the Bureau of Indian Affairs with Mr. 
Loofbourrow, of Utah, to get officials interested in 
organizing Indian matters for Alaska.  They are 
interested but as all of them expect to go out of 
office soon after March 4, I do not look for much – 
certainly no results except the organization of the 
work – which I hope will give good results in time. 

Diary 41, 1932 
December 31 

Trying to get matters on my desk cleaned up – 
letters & telegrams. 
 I am writing another letter to the Juneau 
Chamber of Commerce about their Resolution 
asking me to pass bill to invalidate Chap. 89, Sess. 
L. 1931.  I take the position that that Chap is not in 
shape for validation & that the Territorial 
Legislature can pass a law covering the matter, 
anyway - & that some of its provisions are in 
opposition to the Constitutional Amendment when 
Congress approved in last March. 



Alaska State Library – Historical Collections                                                                                                                    Diary of James Wickersham  
MS 107 BOX 7  DIARY 41                                                                                                                                                       January 1, 1932 through December 31, 1932 

 $50. per ms to Lois Paul, Mch, April, May, June, 
July – then ended! 
June 28, Gave Mrs. Wm L. Paul - $200. 
   “    30 paid my Seattle lot tax - $52.40 
July 12. Recd. Bond check – Darrell – 4650 
July 25 Recd Bond check – Darrell – 2460 
Aug 7, Recd West & Wheeler, Seattle 14.23  
       sign in lots 
 
[clipping] 
OFFICIAL TERRITORIAL VOTE 
[Official Results of Votes by Candidate and 
Division for Delegate: 
 Dimond    Total = 9,949 
 Wickersham  Total = 3,820] 

 [last page] 
[Original telegram] 
    Ketchikan Als Nov 10 1932 
James Wickersham 
Juneau Als 
Please Accept my thanks for your kind telegram 
and particularly of your generous offer of help of 
which I shall gladly avail myself particularly with 
respect to measures of relief for native population 
    Anthony J Dimond 
             259P 
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Diary 47, 1939 
April 27 

April 27th 1939. 
Jack Hawkes is busy getting his Keku mining 
partners ready to go to the mines – silver, lead and 
zinc – on the west Kuiu island to do their 
assessment work for the year.  They hope to go on 
May 1st and expect an engineer sent out by their 
capitalist to appear here on May 18th to examine 
the prospect and inform him – the capitalist – and 
then the miners – what values they have!!  We all 
hope it comes up to their sanguine expectations – 
or we are all busted!  Jack owes me 2 years rent 

Diary 47, 1939 
April 28-30 

-28th – 
Grace is assisting me in the office – typing Ms: 
dark and foggy weather – raining. 

-29th – 
My eyesight is growing dimmer & I will go to 
Seattle to consult an occultist in a week.  Luther C. 
Hess, Fairbanks, was to send me $204.00 a week 
ago but it seems lost in the mails – it will show up 
soon! 

-30th - 
Sunday – Good walk with Grace & in the library the 
balance of the day. 

Diary 47, 1939 
May 1-2 

Monday.  May 1, 1939. 
A beautiful bright day. 
Found my lost 8th Alaska Report – Jack Hellenthal 
had it.  He is as blind as I am.  My friend Mike 
Sullivan came back from Cordova – on business.  
Tells me about the death of Louis Belter – 
character and friend.  The SS. Alaska in from the 
westward – but did not bring Hess letter with the 
$20400! 

-May 2nd - 

In the office – nothing much! 
Hawkes & associates – getting ready to go to the 
Keku to do assessment work – next week.  Dan 
Kennedy 

Diary 47, 1939 
May 2-3 

2 
back from Washington, D.C. with his McKinley 
Park troubles.  Did not get a start on his suit, back 
with a new proposal!! which I must examine and 
advise about. 

-3rd- 
Spent some time with Dan T. Kennedy discussing 
his plans to secure a game roadway from his 5 
Acres in McKinley Park across the Nenana River, 
up Riley Creek to the big game hunting grounds 
toward the Mt. Hayes cariboo ranges.  I suggest 
securing the support of Dufresne & Gov. Troy in 
aid of his project.  He goes to see them. 

Diary 47, 1939 
May 4-6 

-4th – 
Dan Kennedy has not seem Dufresne yet – he is 
out of town – but will be back tomorrow when we 
can get an understanding with him & get his 
assistance to persuade the Park manager 
Commerce to give such assistance as he will agree 
to – tomorrow.  Dan is a forceful worker & will do 
the McKinley Park more good than they yet know 
about. 

-5th – 6th - 
In the office as usual.  Bar Assoc. luncheon.  Dan 
Kennedy with us at dinner Saturday 6th.  Working 
on his McKinley Park plans. 

Diary 47, 1939 
May 7-9 

-7th – 
Sunday – In the office as usual. 

-8th – 
We are waiting for a letter from Luther C. Hess – it 
came today $204.18 which gives us enough to pay 
for our trip to Seattle – to get my eyes open so I 
can see.  Dan Kennedy is here and I am at work 
with him to procure an entry into the Park and out 
to the eastward – for his horses, & for hunters. 

-9th - 
Dinner with Dan at the Gastineau Hotel.  Harry 
Buchro and H.N. Ross called – they are on the 
boat going home to Fairbanks – Dan will go with 
them.  Letters from 



Diary 47, 1939 
May 9-10 

9 
O’Neill and Ruth – and Grace writing to both.  Mrs. 
Wood agent for the Canadian Pacific called & 
borrowed my “Old Yukon” – will call at home on the 
12th to see my library 
Mrs. Frawley called & met Grace. 

-10th - 
The weather is calmer today – the rain has ceased 
– it is better and more nearly spring again.  The 
“Prince of Wales” is not ready today so the men will 
wait until tomorrow to go to the Kuiu – Keku – mine 
and We – Grace & I went down to the boat – but 
put off until tomorrow.  She notified the – Northland 
Co. we would not go  - she bought our tickets on 
the Alaska boats for next Monday. 

Diary 47, 1939 
May 11-13 

-11th – 
Passed the eleventh of the month: to pay for the 
same: 

-12th- 
I am getting ready to go for the [?] trip to Seattle on 
tomorrow.  I am so blind that I ca hardly see and 
must quit my diary for the present.  Grace has the 
home ready for the trip: we will be gone for several 
weeks while I try to regain my sight: 

-13th- 
Am packing my grips, have secured passage and 
will go on the SS Yukon  I will 

Diary 47, 1939 
May 13 

13 
close my office, leaving my books and furniture in 
the same, until I return.  The house will be left in 
charge of the Hawkes and Mrs. Kerin.  The 
Hawkes crowd of miners will go to the Keku mines 
for several weeks to do assessment work on the 
claims, while the Engineer will come here about the 
18th or 20th to inspect and report on the mines – 
their extent, value etc. 
The Juneau Bar Association luncheon today at 
noontime.  Judge LeFevre, President and Monagle 
secretary, present the usual numbers. 

Diary 47, 1939 
May 14-16 

-14th- 
Sunday – We go to Seattle tomorrow – on the SS. 
Yukon at 1145 

-15th- 
Left at 1115 for Seattle.  Met some inside friends 

from Fairbanks  Had a bad fall downstairs in going 
down to dinner.  Rolled over & was black & blue in 
spots.  Today – the 16th, saw Mr. Hunt at Ketchikan 
– early in the morning. 

-16th- 
The weather has turned good as we passed 
Ketchikan.  We have met Mr. Kirtland, from 
Anchorage & Mr. Leek[?] form McKinley Park, & 
Mr. & Mrs. Albright, from Fairbanks. 

Diary 47, 1939 
May 17 

Wed. May 17. 1939. 
Beautiful day.  Expect to arrive in Seattle tomorrow. 

Thurs. May 18 
Arrived in Seattle 7 a.m.  Went to the Frye Hotel.  
Ruth met us there & we had breakfast together. 

Friday, May 19. 
Went to see D. Carl Jensen but he was out of 
town.  Called up Mr. Strong of Ketchikan who 
recommended a Dr. Bull who had given Mr. Strong 
great relief in treatment of his eyes. 

Diary 47, 1939 
May 20-21 

Sat. May 20, 1939 
Made an appointment with Dr. Bull for Monday.  
Recd a letter from Darrell. 

Sunday, May 21. 
Ruth, Grace and I went out to see Mr. & Mrs. 
Faucher and Belle.  Ruth’s mother is much better. 

Monday, May 21. 
Dr. Bull examined my left eye & said it was a little 
cloudy from a cataract which was developing.  
Gave me clouded glass to wear over it & 
suggested my trying to read using my right eye 

Diary 47, 1939 
May 21-24 

21 
with the aid of some strong magnifying glasses.  
Not very satisfactory but am able to see to read by 
persevering in the effort. 
Met Mr. Bettles.  Also P.T. Rowe, Bishop of Alaska. 

Tuesday. May 23. 
Called on West & Wheeler & asked him what 
chance there was of selling my two lots in Denny 
Hoyt Addition.  Did not receive much 
encouragement. 

Wednesday May 24. 
Went to Tacoma.  Called on Mr. Winden & signed 
an agree- 
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Diary 47, 1939 
May 24-26 

24 
ment to sell 4 acres of land west of R.R. track for 
$300 - $20 down & $500 or more a month.  Called 
on Sam Perkins. 

Thursday, May 25 
Mr. Bettles called & we talked over his chances of 
getting a pension from Alaska.  Made a date for 
him to come in on Friday for Ruth to take a 
deposition regarding his residence in Alaska etc. 

Friday, May 26 
Saw Dr. Bull again.  He said the best thing to do 

Diary 47, 1939 
May 25-28 

25 
was to wait until the cataract was fully developed – 
then it could be removed. 

Saturday, May 27 
Mrs. Strong has returned from one of her yearly 
pilgrimages.  We have an engagement to go out to 
the home of Mr. & Mrs. Bettles tomorrow. 

Sunday, May 28. 
Went out and called on the Bettles this afternoon 
who live on 95 St.  Had dinner with them & 
returned to the hotel at 7 P.M.  Ruth came in & had 
dinner with us 

Diary 47, 1939 
May 28-30 

28 
about 8 P.M. 

Monday, May 29, 1939 
Was invited by Mrs. Henderson to a luncheon at 
the Olympic Hotel to address a group of women on 
Trails & Trials in Alaska.  Ruth attended with us. 

Tuesday, May 30, 1939. 
Memorial Day and Ida’s birthday.  In the morning 
we watched the parade from the Frye Hotel.  In the 
afternoon Ruth and I went out to the Museum to 
see the collection of jade which they have but 
found the museum closed. 

Diary 47, 1939 
May 31-June 1 

Wednesday, May 31, 1939. 
Called at Dr. Bull’s office and he advised me to 
return later when the cataract had fully developed – 
then it could be removed.  Paid his bill of 1000 also 
the bill at the Columbia Optical Co. of 510 for a 
reading glass. 

Thursday June 1, 1939. 
Mr. Winlock Miller called and talked with me 
regarding the purchase of my library for Yale 

University.  He took several lists of supplementary 
books with him & was to see me later.  In the 
evening we 

Diary 47, 1939 
June 1-2 

1 
we had a few guests take dinner with us.  Mr. & 
Mrs. Bettles, Mrs. Anna Hall Strong, Miss Lulu 
Fairbanks and Ruth.  Mike Sullivan was in the 
lobby but refused to come to dinner as he said he 
had just eaten his dinner.  We spent a delightful 
evening.  Mrs. Strong and Miss Fairbanks gave 
accounts of their recent trips.  Miss Fairbanks gave 
me some stamps which she had received in 
Vancouver when she attended the reception given 
King George and Queen Elizabeth. 

Friday, June 2, 1939 
Ruth, Grace and I took lunch at 

Diary 47, 1939 
June 2-4 

2 
a place on Broadway named the Russian 
Samovar.  We then went out to the University 
where we met Mr. Smith the librarian & talked with 
him regarding the disposition of my library. 

Saturday, June 3, 1939. 
Spent a quiet day.  Ruth went out to Kent and we 
did not see her until Sunday evening.  Wrote a 
letter to Darrell in the evening. 

Sunday June 4, 1939. 
Darrell sent a long distance call to know when 

Diary 47, 1939 
June 4-6 

4 
we were returning to Juneau. 
Had dinner with Ruth. 

Monday, June 5, 1939. 
Mr. Bettles came in late Monday afternoon.  He 
signed an affidavit trying to secure a pension.  Mrs. 
Bettles is not very well.  We went to the funeral 
services of Mr. Ashley – who was mayor of 
Skagway from 1915 to 1925 

Tuesday June 6. 
Grace & I attended the Pioneer Association 
Banquet held at the Masonic 

Diary 47, 1939 
June 6-7 

6 
temple.  It was 50 years since the fire of 1889 
which destroyed the City of Seattle. 
Ruth came in later & we went out to dinner.  Saw 
Mr. Miller regarding sale of our Northwest Library 



material. Mr. & Mrs. Whittiker called at the hotel.  
Mr. W. had been out examining the mine at Keku. 

Wednesday June 7, 1939. 
Grace went out to the farm and I stayed at the 
hotel.  Mr. Miller called 

Diary 47, 1939 
June 7-8 

7 
and we discussed the Northwest historical 
collection of books in my library which he is 
desirous of buying.  He will call again tomorrow. 

Thursday June 8 
Mr. Miller and I finally agreed upon a price of 
$2200 for the greater part of my books relating to 
the early history of Washington, Oregon and 
California.  He will call tomorrow to make final 
plans regarding the delivery of the books.  In the 
afternoon Mr. and Mrs. Bettles and Mrs. 
Christoffers called. 

Diary 47, 1939 
June 9 

Friday June 9, 1939. 
We are returning home tomorrow on the Canadian 
boat Princess Charlotte.  All the American boats 
were entirely sold out.  Mrs. Maloney & John called 
today.  Also Albert Kellogg a son of Dr. John Coe 
Kellogg who was one of the early pioneers.  Mr. 
Miller called and paid $100 on the purchase price 
of the books – the balance to be paid upon receipt 
and examination of the same.  Ruth, Grace and I 

Diary 47, 1939 
June 9-11 

9 
went out to dinner together.  Later we called at the 
Alaska Yukon Pioneer meeting and gave them 
copies of my Bibliography of Alaskan Literature 
and of Old Yukon. 

Saturday, June 10, 1939. 
Left this morning for home.  We are taking the 
Princess Charlotte from Vancouver tonight at 9 
o’clock.  The boat is very crowded. 

Sunday, June 11, 1939. 
Met a cousin of Mr. Orton’s – a Mr. Wilber and Mrs. 
Wilber who are round trippers on the boat. 

Diary 47, 1939 
June 11-13 

11 
Stopped at Alert Bay about 10 a.m. 

Monday, June 12 
Arrived at Prince Rupert this morning and stayed 
several hours.  Met a New York man who is going 
to take the trip down the Yukon.  His name is Ernst 

Oberhumer 
Tuesday June 13 

We left Ketchikan last night about 10 P.M. and 
expect to be home this afternoon.  The boat is 
calling in at Taku Glacier for the benefit of the 
tourists 

Diary 47, 1939 
June 14-15 

Wednesday June 14, 1939 
Wednesday June 14, 1939.  Jack & Helen Hawkes 
met us at the boat last evening when she docked 
about 8 P.M.  Was very tired and so glad to be 
home. 

Thursday, June 15, 1939. 
Have begun sorting out the books which I have 
contracted to sell to Mr. Miller of Seattle.  Jack has 
decided to go to Denver and pick up Mr. 
Whittaker’s report on the mine and then go directly 
to N.Y. so as to see Mr. J.P. Morgan before he 
leaves for London 

Diary 47, 1939 
June 15-16 

15 
on July 1st.  We are all anxiously awaiting the result 
of the assay & report of the engineer. 

Friday, June 16 
Sent Mr. Bettles a message telling him that a 
pension is to be given him July 1st.  A group of 236 
newspaper men & their friends are visiting Juneau 
today.  The Nat. Editorial Association – A Mr. Eck, 
leader of the crowd called at my office.  I gave him 
a copy of my Bibliography, 1924.  Latter Mr. W.H. 
Conrad, President – called & I gave him 
Bibliography & Old Yukon which I autographed for 
him at his request 

Diary 47, 1939 
June 16-17 

16 
and before the boat left Juneau for her trip 
westward another member – a young man going 
out to Naknek – and I gave him a copy of my 
Bibliography & autographed copy of “Old Yukon” 
which he had purchased at the newsstand.  It was 
a glorious summer day & the visitors were greatly 
pleased at their visit to the Mendenhall glacier. 

-Saturday, June 17th - 
I am practicing with my new glasses keeping my 
left eye covered & using only my right eye, and find 
that the right eye is weak from non-use for 20 
years & just be aided by an additional glass to 
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recover from its former strength.  Its 

Diary 47, 1939 
June 17 

17 
former strength is slow to recover, but the sight is 
there – my left eye is failing – I keep it covered by a 
ground glass till the decaying sight is gone when 
the lens must be removed to agree with the right 
eye when possibly the two will agree and can be 
coordinated with each other, and give me good but 
weaker sight. 

Dr. Dawes gave me a physical overhauling 
today, says my heart beat – skips a beat and that I 
must be careful – climb no more hills or steps & 
reduce my eating that I must eat less cake & pies 
etc. etc.  My blood pressure is too high & must be 
reduced etc.  In other words be careful in all ways. 

Diary 47, 1939 
June 18-20 

-18- 
Sunday – Spent the day in my library marking and 
listing the books sold to Winlock Miller, Jr. Seattle.  
Grace is doing most of the work while my eyes are 
so weak that I cannot help her.  We will box and 
ship them early the coming week to the purchaser  
thus reduce my library to one to receive Alaska 
books. 

-19th – 
Same marking etc. as yesterday 
Dr. Dawes is giving me the “once over” by medical 
examination 

-20th - 
Hugo Bergstrom came in to have 

Diary 47, 1939 
June 20-22 

20 
me aid him in securing a copy of his citizenship 
papers – his were destroyed by fire when his 
house & contents were destroyed – sent him up to 
the clerks office. 

-21st- 
A rainy day.  Grace & I are invited to dinner this 
evening at the home of Mr. & Mrs. J.F. Mullen 

-22nd- 
A very pleasant and well served dinner at the 
Mullen’s last night.  Present Mr. & Mrs. Phil 
Bradley, Governor Parks, Mr. & Mrs. Allen 
Shattuck, Grace & I and our hosts.  We men talked 

politics – the women & Governor Parks played 
cards – whist. 

Diary 47, 1939 
June 23 

-23rd- 
Grace & I were invited to a cocktail party at 
Robersons last night – in honor of the Mr. Wilcox, 
Supt. of the Forest service.  It was noisy and many 
cocktails were drunk! 
Mrs. Jack Hawkes just came in the office & told me 
she had a telegram form Dyrdahl saying that Capt. 
Hosford & six men were on the Hawkes-Dyrdahl 
mining claims near Kake “trespassing” & what to 
do?  I asked her to go and see Stabler – she said 
he was out of town.  I advised her to tell Dyrdahl to 
serve notice in writing on Hosford to get off the 
claims that he had no rights there – she went out – 
her son Jacky was with her!  Grace went to see if 
she could find her. 

Diary 47, 1939 
June 24 

-24th- 
Grace has finished marking & boxing about 400 of 
my old books – Oregon, Washington & California – 
and today they were shipped by freight to Mr. 
Winlock Miller, Jr.  Seattle, Wash.  I sold him these 
books that I might devote myself and my library to 
books relating to Alaska, and also relieve myself 
form the burden of purchasing and keeping so 
great a burden of books I cannot afford to maintain 
in the financial straits of today.  I am devoting my 
labor also to writing the story of “The Golden 
Paystreak – Gold” from Cape Horn to Point 
Barrow.”  am blind & need the help 

Diary 47, 1939 
June 25-28 

-25- 
Sunday.  In the library – blind but getting so I can 
see better. 

-26th- 
Am growing better in the use of my glasses and 
can write some with difficulty. 

Tuesday -27th- 
Mifs Verda Bras & Mr. Price called.  Mr. Wilt called 
– his fathers book.  Elsa Satazar called, costs etc.  
Mrs. Hermann will try the case for me, probably on 
Saturday. 

Wednesday -28th- 
Mrs. Lockman called & I endorsed my autograph in 



the same.  Helen Hawkes is 

Diary 47, 1939 
June 28 

28 
acting badly because Grace and Mrs. Kerin are 
interested in what is being done by the old Captain 
& his son from Petersburg form Petersburg are 
doing. Dyrdahl home last night – but no report form 
the mines at Keku!  Stabler home – knows nothing 
– or wont talk. 
A special agent of the Dept of Justice called this 
afternoon and sought to procure some information 
from me against Judge Alexander  I was cautious 
in my answers to his questions and gave him as 
little as possible.  I referred him to Mr. Faulkner 
and to Mrs. Hermann.  I told him that I 

Diary 47, 1939 
June 28-29 

28 
was both blind and to aged to indulge in complaints 
and had made none against Judge Alexander, 
though I did not defend him unduly.  The only thing 
I did say was that I had seen him “soused” at the 
opening of the Baranof Hotel – but that he was not 
loud in his manner.  That he was lazy was about 
the worst I could say. 

-29th- 
Working on Ms. Golden Paystreak.  Had Grace 
read copy relating to Doroshin prospecting in 
Russian America (Alaska) 1848-1858 – A lazy 
prospector with letters done on the work.  No 
wonder gold was not found in the Territory. 

Diary 47, 1939 
June 30 

Friday June 30, 1939 
[receipt for $1.00] 
 
Same as yesterday! 
Subscribed for Republican – Al. Whites paper – 
paid $100 & Received Receipt No 1. 
Grover C. Winn came in to tell me had been asked 
by the Special agent of the Dept. of Justice to tell 
what he knew about Judge Alexander drunkenness 
– a lazy disposition, etc.  He told little – friendly to 
the Judge.  Latter Mrs. Hermann came in and had 
asked to see the Agents authority – saw the 
authority & told him what she knew – fully & 
completely about his behavior, etc. etc. and later 

Faulkner came in and told me the same story – 
bad treatment in cases etc.  Evidently it is the 
whole story to the end 

Diary 47, 1939 
June 30- 
July 1 

30 
Holzheimer & Folta have made the story of his 
drunkness plain, but I learned this from others! 

Saturday, July 1, 1939 
A man by the name of                              Cox, a 1/3 
partner with Billion & his wife cam in to consult me 
about the Cobalt Mine near Chichagoff:  I did not 
think he told me enough so advised him to come 
back on Monday!  He was a millman and logger 
with the White River Lumber Co. at Enumclaw, 
Washington etc.  His mining business at the Cobalt 
is in good shape – but he wants me to advise him 
as to his interests & rights. 
Mrs. Hawkes received a telegram form Jack in 
New York – there seems to some trouble in the 
assays & reports!! 
evidently the whole story is out. 

Diary 47, 1939 
July 2-3 

Sunday July 2nd 1939. 
Hawks is having trouble about the assayers report.  
Reports same old trouble – the ore he wants is not 
in the rock in sufficient quantities.  Most ore lacks it 
– and he is no exception!  Mrs. Hawkes etc. 

-July 3rd- 
Mrs. Kerin received a letter form her husband 
saying full assessment work has been done by 
workmen on the 32 claims – food is short & men 
will come home on July 1st finished in accordance 
with time limit!  As soon as Mrs. H heard this she 
scolded Grace & Mrs. Kerin – saying “Jack her 
husband had hired the men to carry on the work – 
if they quit they would loose their jobs & 

Diary 47, 1939 
July 3-4 

3 
etc. etc. there 

July 4th 1939 
Dyrdahl, Jacks partner came to town for a boat to 
go after the men & the tumult subsided.”  The 4th 
parade – 160 U.S. Soldiers from Chilkat barracks, 
& all the boys in town were in the parade.  The 
soldiers camped in the Territorial Agricultural 
building & had a gun shoot at the Mendenhall 
glacier. 
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My friends Hugh A. Morrison & Mrs. Morrison 
arrived in Juneau on this day on the Canadian 
steamer Princess Alice – we met them and took 
them to dinner – they refused to stay with us at 
ours  

Diary 47, 1939 
July 4-7 

4 
and went to the Baranof Hotel & 

-5th- 
We took them out to the Mendenhall glacier & 
showed them the country & had them to dinner at 
the Baranof Hotel.  They greatly enjoyed the ride 
and visited at our house. 

-6th – 
Spent the day with the Morrisons – introduced 
them to our friends – had dinner with them at the 
Baranof Hotel.  Entertained them at our house – 
they met Mrs. Carol Beery Davis – talked over 
Copy right with her & Mrs. Maurice Johnson & 
advised them about copy righting their books etc.  
They, Morrisons, had dinner & will go home by way 
of Dan Francis in the morning. 

-7th – 
The Morrisons left – for Washington D.C. then 
home this morning.  Met Todd & Mrs. Russell  - a 
fine couple – who bought books “Old Yukon” – 
each as did Mr. Wray their friend. 

Diary 47, 1939 
July 8 

-8th- 
Carol Beery Davis back in my office preparing data 
& affidavit for completion of her book & dance etc 
to be finished on Monday, but the Empire Printing 
Co. and our affidavit same day.  Printer would not 
finish it up today so I advised that it be done on 
Monday – the 10th, and all dates fixed on that day. 
The Saturday meeting of the Juneau Bar 
association met as usual today with a good 
attendance; adjourned early as several members 
desired to attend the Funeral of Senator Tripp – 
who passed away after a long illness. 

Diary 47, 1939 
July 9-11 

-9th – 
Sunday – mail with letter only from Darrell, San 
Francisco, Cal. 
Grace reads to me often. 

-10th – 
Letter from Darrell – brief, but glad to have it.  

Nothing from Mrs. Davis about copyright of her 
book on Indian Music. 

-11th - 
Letter from Mr. Winlock Miller, about sale of books 
to him.  He is dissatisfied with books – says they 
are not up to standard.  Grace has written a 
compromise letter accepting his offer to pay for 
what he excepts & a lesser amount for what he 
refused. 

Diary 47, 1939 
July 12-13 

12 – 13th 
The letter Grace wrote to which I signed is as 
follows – 
 
[clipping] 
Dear Mr. Miller; 
Your letter of July 6 in regard to the condition of the 
books which I offered to you for sale has been 
received and I am sorry that some of them are not 
satisfactory. 
I have read over the list of the 30 items which you 
mentioned as not being up to standard on account 
of their having been repaired, rebound, being 
damaged or having missing parts.  I am sorry that I 
neglected to examine the books more thoroughly 
but I realize that I am not a connoisseur of rare 
books and no doubt placed too high a valuation 
upon some of them from the fact of their having 
been in my possession so long.  Since you say that 
there is a substantial amount of the material in 
which you are interested I will appreciate it if you 
will go over the list at your leisure and revalue them 
as I am willing to accept any reasonable offer.  
With the exception of item #238, Trial of Leschi 
which I ask you to return, I suggest that you hold 
the balance of the 30 items until some 
arrangement can be made for their disposal.  I 
thing the amount you have arrived at for the 
balance of the books is fair,- and I am willing to 
accept the amount of $1290, less the $100 already 
paid.  That is deducting form $2200 (original price 
agreed upon) the sum of $910 (2/3 of 1364) the 
proportionate value of the 30 items, leaving a 
balance of $1290. 
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-14th- 
Mrs. Davis (Carol Beery) came to consult again 
about the differences growing up between herself 
and Mrs. Johnson (Maurice) about their joint efforts 
to copyright “The Ice Worm Wiggle” the music etc.  
It seems to me they are threatening to destroy their 
efforts to make good money out of the project, 
which is engaging the attention of a great musical 
authority in the Hollywood field.  They are both 
particularly right particularly wrong.  Mrs. Davis will 
come back on Monday to see me again – I will try 
to get them together & arrange their differences. 

Diary 47, 1939 
July 15-17 

-15th – 
Same as yesterday in the Davis – Johnson musical 
matter. 

-16th- 
Same as yesterday – working in office – about 
blind – and fear that trouble is an infliction as to 
thought  I cannot work without sight!  Grace reads 
to me a great deal. 
A beautiful Sunday – at home. 

-17th - 
We are expecting Jack Hawkes to return home on 
the boat due on Tuesday.  He reports that the 
assay of the mines he went to New York to finance 
was a disappointment & the partner interested are 
likewise disappointed. 
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-18th – 
Mrs. Carol Beery Davis is having much trouble with 
her words and music on the “Ice Worm Wiggle” but 
is now waiting for a letter form her friend – a lawyer 
of experience for advice about the matter.  She 
came to see me again today – but will wait for an 
expert letter to tomorrows boat. 

Tues. -18- 
Many boats from the south in this morning – Jack 
Hawkes came but has not reported his results yet. 
Two Young men came on the boat who are 
interested in the mines which Jim York gave so 
much interest two years ago – in Berners Bay 
district – the “Horrible” & the “Mexican”.  They are 
from Indiana and represent the owners.  I sent 
them to talk to York! who is a miner & interested in 
the mines. 
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18 
Jack Hawkes tells me that he trouble arose about 
the assay – his assays (of the same rock) made in 
New York ran high – very satisfactory – but those 
made by the agent sent out to examine the 
property ran low – very unsatisfactory!  Jack says 
the prospector is coming back immediately – with a 
new man to accompany him – to do the work of 
prospecting all over again – that the trouble 
occurred in the assaying – on assay was heated 
highly – the poor one too low – he high heat 
produced high values in zinc – the low heat little 
zinc! 
Received a clipping from the Seattle P.I. saying the 
Winlock Miller Jr. who bought my Northwest 
History 
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18 
died in the Seattle Hospital about Friday after an 
operation!  This leaves my trade with him in bad 
shape.  He had purchased about $2000, worth of 
books, but made objections to part of them by 
letter.  Last week I wrote offering to meet his 
objections.  I doubt if he received my letter before 
he passed away and I shall not bother his parents 
– will take the books back again! 
We received a check from ONeill for last quarters 
sales $25474 which help us very much – my eyes 
are promising to get better & I have hope that I will 
recover my better eye sight.  Also letter form 
Darrell - & Ruth – glad to get both. 
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July 19 

Wednesday July 19 
Same as yesterday.  We had a pleasant visit last 
night from Mrs. Yates, tourist, author, who is 
preparing a new book on Alaska, and Mr. & Mrs.       
we spent a pleasant hour in the library. // Received 
a telegram form younger brother of Winlock Miller, 
Jr. with drawing agreement of deceased brother to 
buy my books – says letter will follow.  Of course I 
have no intention to insist on sale now that 
Winlock’s dead.  I will leave the books in Seattle in 
the hope of making a new contract.  Reported that 
the asst. atty. General came to town on the boat 
last evening: to consult with Judge Alexander, Dist. 
Atty & Marshal!! 
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Diary 47, 1939 
July 20 

Thursday July 20, 1939. 
Had a long conversation last night – with Jack 
Hawks at my home last night – present Hawks his 
wife and Mrs. Wickersham, the latter is one of the 
parties owning an interest in the property know as 
the Keku Mining Claims – 32 in number located on 
Kuiu island – just S.W. of Kake on Kupreanof 
island.  The mines are rich in zinc – great bodies of 
which are supposed to exist there.  Jack has had 
much trouble with the engineers as assayers to 
establish the character of the rock – the assayers 
disagree about it.  Jack had presented the mines to 
J.P. Morgan, of N.Y. & convinced him of their 
contents 
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20 
He had induced Mr. Morgan to send a prominent & 
competent engineer out from Denver, Colo. to 
report on the extent and character of the ore – who 
reported adversely – no zinc.  But Hawkes had 
sent many specimens of the ore to other assayers - 
& took ½ of the samples examined in Denver to the 
best assayers in Mr. Morgans own assayers in 
N.Y.   All reported to Mr. Morgan that the ore 
carried 16% of high grade zinc – so Mr. Morgan 
held with Jack and has finally agreed to finance the 
project heavily! 

Also, yesterday, I autographed 50 “Old Yukon” – 
the book is selling well. – But we have so many 
friends & give away too many of the books – gifts 
– not sales. 

Diary 47, 1939 
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20 
A Mr. & Mrs. Hess from S.F. passed through 

Juneau yesterday on the steamer going south.  
Darrell wrote to Grace that they wished to meet us.  
She took the Hickey bus & went to the wharf at 10 
oclock & called.  I did not go. 

A Mr. & Mrs. Els, from Connecticut, called – 
going north to Skagway – newly weds on their 
honeymoon trip – to see the interior as far as 
Whitehorse.  They said they had been induce to 
make the trip on reading “Old Yukon” which they 
carried with them. 

Friday, July 21, 1939. 
As usual in the office.  We need money very badly. 

Our taxes are due and unpaid.  Hawkes does not 
pay has not paid for more than 2 years! 
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I am blind – and busted.  Grace is doing all she can 
to help.  Our creditors are threatening to cut off our 
lights  I cannot see to practice law even if I had 
business which I cannot do  Cannot sell property. 

Saturday, July 22, 1939. 
Juneau Bar Association Luncheon. 
Letter from Winlock Miller’s brother about my 
books – nothing except he returns the books – 
says he will etc,  

Sunday July 23rd 1939. 
Graces Birthday – At home in library – 67th 
Birthday – she does not believe the Record! 

Diary 47, 1939 
July 24-28 

Monday, July 24th, 1939 
Nothing happened.  At home in the library all day – 
Reading & writing. 

Tuesday 25th 
Same as usual.  Copying the Introduction to my 
effort to write the “Paystreak” of the American 
mines from the Cape Horn to the Point Barrow, 
after the style of “East conquerors.” 

-26th - 
Rains & storms have ceased & it’s a beautiful day.  
As usual in the office. 

-27th – 
Same as usual in office. 

-28th - 
Same as usual in office. 
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July 29-31 

-29th- 
Saturday Juneau Bar Association luncheon – good 
crowd but nothing of importance worth recording  I 
am disappointed with its stories & want of talk on 
interesting subjects. 

-30th- 
Sunday.  Grace & I attended the Sunday play 
based on Strauss’ life and musical career.  It was a 
fine musical – but I could not enjoy it for I could not 
see the players – but I could hear the music & 
enjoyed it – the music – very much. 

-31st- 
In the office working – half blind.  I paid Fox $2500 



for July rent 
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Tuesday Aug 1st 1939 
In the office these rainy days writing out the 
Introduction to my Paystreak.  I am getting to blind 
that I cannot even think correctly & of course 
cannot write as well as I ought to do.  Ever since I 
had the first attack on the day I spoke at Seattle 
before the gathering of the druggists – I am slowly 
getting blinder and write worse.  I received a nice 
letter from Darrell yesterday – or the day before.  I I 
mus answer it.  Also form Ruth about my books 
which I sent to Winlock Miller, Jr. who died before 
we had agreed on the price.  His brother seems to 
be a fine man, also, and is doing what he can to 
close the sale satisfactorily. 
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Wednesday, August 2, 1939. 
In the office working as usual – haltingly. 

-3rd- 
In the office as usual. 
Autographing many “Old Yukon” for people who 
bring them in.  Also writing with bad eyesight in the 
“Golden Paystreak.” 

-4- 
More trouble about my books in Seattle.  Am 
offered low price for some of them by Salladay – 
less than I paid for them 20 years ago.  Ruth has 
them in charge and I am in need of the money – 
cannot pay freight for returning them to Juneau.  
Must sell part to pay expense of returning the rest 
to me. 
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-5- 
It has been raining for a month badly  weather yet 
but shows signs of breaking.  Bar Association 
today.  I feel compelled to go on account of my 
long friendship for Judge LeFevre. He comes to my 
office & waits for me every Saturday and I feel that 
I must go – though I do not want to. 

-6th- 
It is not raining – probably in honor of our Canadian 
friends who are in Juneau – early this morning on 
the S.S. “Dutchess of Richmond” from Montreal, 
Canada; the biggest boat that ever anchored in this 

boat 
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Good weather though not sun lit.  The “Dutchess” 
had a full load of passengers – out to the Glacier & 
all over town:  A fine boat – but I could not see her 
except in outline. 

-7th – 
The “Dutchess” left the harbor last night – beautiful 
sunny morning.   
Same as usual in the office. 

-8th- 
Dull day – at work in office & trying to get going on 
“Paystreak” with one quarter of one eye! 

-9th- 
Carlson & Kirchan[?] – Taku River mining cases – 
made options for them $500
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-10- 
Carry on the Peter P. Doroshin Report of gold 
mining in Russian America – translation by Mifs         
written by myself in English! 

-11th- 
The town is so dull that I cannot see – or hear – 
what keeps it going.  Business is dull – except in 
spreading the money the government loans the 
town for payment of salaries and public works.  
Even the Democrats are now cursing F.D.R. who is 
himself convinced that he is a failure as a business 
venture! 
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-12th- 
Letter from Ruth Coffin – but no facts about my 
books.  Luncheon at Percys with the local crowd.  
Nothing of importance. 

-13th- 
Sunday – correspondence with Ruth – no 
conclusion. 

-14th- 
At the office – notes on Doroshins Russian story of 
Russian America.  It is very hard for me to see to 
write.  
Engaged on hunting up the land laws on purchase 
of homestead 

-15th- 
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Working on Ms. Doroshin’s prospecting in Russian 
America – about finished. 
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August 16-17 

-16th- 
Same as yesterday. 

-17th- 
Autographing more Old Yukons for Mrs. Stewarts 
book shop.  Have finished Ms. Chap. for Doroshins 
Report on prospecting Russian America.  It was 
unsatisfactory childlike and the report of an 
amateurish – just what one would expect from a 
man not a miner, nor acquainted with gold mining.  
He was not even a prospector – a lazy incompetent 
boy!  It is amazing that a Fur Company should 
spend their money so foolishly and so recklessly in 
a mining camp 
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17 
or that the Russian government should base the 
value of Russian America on such a silly report.  
Seward was in luck to secure Alaska on such a 
feeble basis by the Russian government. 

18th 
Same as yesterday, raining. 

-19th- 
Rewriting paragraphs on S.E. Alaska about Pilz, 
Harris and Juneau and Kowee.  Had lunch with the 
Juneau Bar Luncheon. 

-20th- 
Sunday – confined at home. 

-21- 
As usual in the office.  Writing S.E. Alaska 
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August 22-23 

-22- 
My sight is disappearing rapidly.  Still I work on 
reading with half an eye – the sight of my right eye 
is going fast.  Grace reads to me.  The Empire 
carried the following item on Saturday – 
 
[clipping] 

Sourdoughs Honor 
Judge Wickersham 

OAKLAND, Cal., Aug. 19. – At yesterday’s 
election of the International Sourdoughs 
Association, Judge James Wickersham, of Juneau, 
and the Rev. George Pringle, known as the “Sky 

Pilot” of the Yukon, now residing in Vancouver, 
were chosen Honorary Vice-Presidents. 

-23rd- 
Working in the office as usual. 
Business these days – as usual! 
I am so blind that I cannot see the line to sign on 
without it is pointed out and well marked.  Cannot 
read. 
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August 24, 1939. 
My 82 Birthday!  Am in good health, strong & 
vigorous, except I am practically blind from 
Cataracts which are closing my eyes!   My right 
eye was closed by a Cataract about 15 or more 
years ago – and the lens in the eye was removed 
by Dr. Witmer in Washington, D.C. which he said 
would afford me some sight with glasses if the left 
eye failed me as it is now doing  The left eye is 
closing out and going with a cataract rapidly.  In a 
few months I will have the lens in my left eye 
removed and will then depend on glasses to take 
the place of both lens.  Received  
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24 
birthday present form Darrell, 22nd - $50.00) dollars 
My taxes are doubled in the city. 
Telegram of congratulations from Ruth – stating 
display of books sent to Winlock Miller, Jr. & 
delivered on his death to Ruth attracting attention – 
thrilled her. 
Tax statement received – raised to $9.500. on my 
house to my disappointment – but I suppose we 
will have “to pay the fiddler,” but its too big a bill for 
what we received for it.  I wrote Darrell a letter 
thanking him for check for $5000 on my 82nd 
birthday.  Representative Bland of Virginia with 
subcommittee  
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of Merchant Marine & Fisheries here to study our 
fisheries problems are here.  Diamond is here with 
them – he is now against “Fish Traps” – which he 
supported during all the years he was acting as the 
attorney for the cannery trust in Alaska.  He 
changed his mind when he became the candidate 
for Delegate & was elected on the opposition on 
that change! 



I received a telegram of Birthday congratulations 
tonight from Andrew Nerland, Fairbanks, and a 
letter from George Gooshaw, Shishmareff Inlet, 
also Cake from Mrs. Wickersham and Mrs. Kerin – 
large boquet from Mrs. Hermann, and a box of 
cigars from her husband, & a fine & flattering copy 
of an Editorial in the Fairbanks 
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newspaper the News Miner, written by my friend 
Chas Settlemier, congratulating me on my 82 
birthday.  The paper is owned & operated by Capt. 
Lathrop.  The editorial was on my birthday – and it 
was loyal and friendly – to the limit.  It gave me 
credit for all I had done for the Fairbanks country – 
the Railroad and the college, etc. and was strongly 
in my favor – too strong to please the President of 
the College!  The day was a red letter day for 
myself! 

-25th- 
As usual in the office.  Still enjoying yesterday. 
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August 26 

August 26th 1939. 
Twenty seven years ago yesterday on August 24, 
1912. President Taft signed the bill “An Act to 
create a Legislative Assembly in the Territory of 
Alaska, to confer Legislative Power thereon and for 
other purposes”  Approved August 24, 1912.  Also 
the next night I gave a dinner at the Congress Hall 
Hotel, at which the House Committee on Territories 
attended with the Senate Committee on Territories 
in approval of the President’s approval, etc. etc. 
All the members of the Juneau Bar Assoc 
attorneys in Juneau attended and gave me a large 
Birthday Cake and 
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most of them made speeches congratulating me in 
appreciation of my service to the Territory and 
Delegate etc. 
 
[clipping] 

BAR ASSOCIATION 
HONORS WICKERSHAM 

ON 82ND BIRTHDAY 
Judge James Wickersham, former Delegate to 

Congress, was honored at today’s luncheon 

meeting of the local Bar Association, the occasion 
being the Judge’s 82nd birthday, which occurred on 
Thursday. 

A birthday cake decorated the table at today’s 
meeting, which was attended by all Juneau 
attorneys and by several visiting lawyers.  
Speeches eulogized Wickersham’s long career in 
Alaska. 

-27th- 
Sunday at home as usual. 
Listening at the radio about the threats of the 
Germans & Italy to start a war on Poland by Hitler 
& Mussolini  The English & French are giving 
Poland support – and the war is postponed from 
hour to hour.  We hope no war! 
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-28th- 
War scare in Europe may pass, but we do not 
know what will come.  Helping Bill Richardson to 
get a pension – old sourdough form the Interior.  
Letter from Barrett Willoughby asking for some 
information for her next book.  Old Mrs. Standford 
came in to call – she gave me much information 
about the Indians and sourdoughs at Ft. Yukon 
Sent Chas. Settlemier – editor of the Fairbanks 
News-Miner copy of my Old Yukon & the 
Bibliography – a good friend. 

-29th- 
Same as yesterday.  Have asked Judge Frank 
Boyle to write a letter in answer to Barrett 
Willoughby’s inquiry about the  
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differences involved in the Homestead law and the 
apex provision of the mining law which she wants 
for use in her novel.  Of course, when there is such 
a conflict in the Hd. and the mining law – the 
mining law governs – provided the apex is a 
substantial part of the mining claim. 
Hope she understands it! 

-30th- 
Two days ago a very handsome young woman 
came into my office congratulated me on my 
birthday and introduced her husband.  It was 
Gretchen DeLeo (Mrs. Gretchen Redman) just 
recently married to Mr. Herb. Redman.  Grand 
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Ruler of the Juneau Lodge of Elks & her handsome 
husband. 
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I only knew Gretchen slightly but knew her father & 
Mother intimately  They were long time residents of 
Cordova where her father was an officer and 
employee of the Copper River & N.W. Railroad 
since their marriage long before Gretchen was 
born.  I was greatly pleased to meet them for they 
are a very fine young couple. 

-31st - 
Received telegram from Ruth Coffin Seattle this 
morning saying that Garland and Collins of 
Tacoma are interested in buying books sent to 
Winlock Miller, Jr. Seattle with few extra books sent 
to Ruth for exhibition in Seattle & wanting to know 
prices!  My friend Settlemier in the Fairbanks paper 
says 
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Sept 1, 1939 
[clipping] 

Greetings to Notable Alaskan 
(Fairbanks News-Miner) 

Eighty-two years ago tomorrow – August 24 – 
old Illinois gave to America a son destined to 
become one of the most distinguished in 
establishing her institutions and building an 
enduring empire within her largest territorial 
domain, Alaska. 

That son was James Wickersham, today Judge 
James Wickersham, most notable of 
contemporaneous Alaskans – now resident of 
Juneau, and approaching the sunset of life 
vigorous and enriched with memories of a life of 
extraordinary experience and achievement. 

Jurist, author, legislator and authority on many a 
Northland phase of life, few anywhere can claim a 
more varied career of service and accomplishment. 

Thirty-nine years of his remarkable life have 
been given to Alaska.  His name has been indelibly 
written into the history of the Territory during this 
period of laying of the foundation upon which is 
being builded the future state or states within the 
borders of this vast domain now awakening under 

the impetus of a new era of undoubted destiny. 
Coming from a pioneering family who early 

shared the conquest of the Pacific Northwest, 
young Wickersham winning his first spurs in public 
life in the Territory and later the state of 
Washington, came to Alaska in 1900.  
Commissioned as a judge, he set up the first 
district court that brought law and order to the great 
Interior Empire of Alaska – participated in the 
dramatic events incident to the establishment of 
Fairbanks, Nome and many other enduring gold 
fields and centers of present-day industry. 

A tireless worker, endowed with great physical 
strength and extraordinary mental caliber – a 
fearless fighter, hard hitter in debate, Judge 
Wickersham found time aside from all his service in 
public life to compile eight volumes of Alaska Law 
Reports and publish a voluminous “Bibliography” of 
Alaskan Literature;” make one of the most 
extensive collections extant of books, photographs, 
early newspapers and other historic records of 
Alaska – now one of the most treasured collections 
in Alaska. 

During eight years as U.S. District Judge and 14 
years as Delegate to Congress his interest never 
lagged in the opportunity to gather and preserve 
what he could for future generations of Alaskans. 

He has given to Alaska perhaps more of lasting 
value than any other identified with her history – 
not the least of which will be remembered the 
Alaska Railroad and the University of Alaska, both 
of which came into realization by virtue of 
measures which he introduced and fought for 
through hectic sessions of Congress. 

The recent movement for establishment of a 
Wickersham Day in Alaska bespeaks an 
appreciation that should extend to all who know 
him.  Today, irrespective of political affiliations, 
Alaskans everywhere may graciously acknowledge 
his great service-his loyalty and achievement on 
behalf of the land to which he has given his life and 
which he continues to make his home. 

Hail to the Old Roman and the grand old man of 
Alaska – eighty-two and going strong-and may he 



survive to enjoy many returns of the day – a living 
symbol of the pioneering spirit of which he is the 
embodiment and inspiration to youth of a newer 
and greater Alaska. 
 
When I was about 8 years old about 1865, I 
remember very well the black funeral cloth that my 
father draped over the house at the time of the 
assassination of Abraham Lincoln.  I also 
remember the way we felt at the surrender 
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or capture of Vicksburg and the opening of the 
Mississippi river to the sea.  As a man too old to 
enlist I went to Fort Vancouver, on the Columbia 
river to get my youngest brother, Frank transferred 
by the Astor Light Battery, on his way to Manilla, 
where he was stationed as an aid of General 
Merritts headquarters at the taking of Manilla for a 
time:  my brother was later enlisted and served for 
nearly 2 years in the Great War etc. etc.  At that 
time I was a member of Congress, Delegate from 
Alaska, and heard President Wilson deliver his 
great speech in 1917 in declaring war and listened 
to the roll call in Congress against Germany etc. 
etc.  Last night 
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I sat with my wife Grace Elizabeth before my radio 
in my home in Juneau and heard Hitler deliver his 
speech before the German Richstag in Berlin 
declare war against Poland in the War dated that 
day which begun the war against Poland and its 
allies!  We heard Hitlars entire war speech and the 
translation thereof into the English language, and 
cheers of his Richstag approving it.  The war 
began by Hitlers troops – bombing Warsaw, 
Cracow & other Polish cities etc. etc.  All these 
have given me a great War experience, though Ive 
never yet smitted gunpowder in any war!  Am now 
82 years of age in war. 
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I was a member of the militia in Illinois – the 
Governors guards – in Illinois, though I was never 
in any war, Great or small. 

-2nd – 

Telegraph and Radio at noon today report – that 
Dr. Ernest Henry Gruening of New York has been 
appointed Governor of Alaska!!  This will relieve 
John W. Troy, of Juneau, who has been suffering 
from old age and general weakness for two years 
or more. 

-3rd- 
England & France declared war against Germany 
today  On the Radio I heard Prime Minister 
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of England Chamberlain speak of his declaration & 
also heard the President of the United States, 
Roosevelt report his declaration of neutrality!  
Report that the German submarine had sunk 
Athena American steamer off the coast of Scotland 
with 1400 persons about, more than 300 of them 
Americans returning home to avoid War on board.  
Later report says all were saved except 8 or 10 of 
the crew killed by the explosion on board.  The list 
of survivors gave the names of my friend Bob. 
Blooms two daughters – students at Dublin 
University – returning home to Fairbanks 
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Sep -4th- 
All kinds of rumors continue to fill the Radios and 
telegraph officio Mussolino declares he will remain 
neutral – that Italy will be quiet but he is being 
pressed to say so clearly & positively – no result  
Japan the same.  The Germans deny that their 
submarine boat sunk the Athena – that the 
explosion came from an English torpedo & so it 
goes! 

-5th- 
Sat up half the night trying to secure data about the 
war between Germany and Poland – England and 
France but it was so hopelessly mixed up with the 
Censorship & rumors that it seemed impossible 

Diary 47, 1939 
September 5 

5 
to get the strait of it for my diary.  Anyway they are 
fighting like savages.  The American ship Athena” 
with 1400 neutrals enroute from England to the 
U.S. was sunk some 200 miles off the coast of 
England, probably by a German bomb from 
undersea boat that hundreds of her passengers 
were drownded!  The censorship has been so 
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highly closed today that we got little more!  Italy so 
far as declared her neutrality with the U.S. & half a 
dozen other nations that we get only little news.  All 
Germa ships have taken refuge in neutral ports – 
fighting in Poland is fighting while France has 
broken through the German lines and is carrying 
the fighting to Germany 
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Sep -6th- 1939 
[clipping] 

Seattle Post-Intelligencer 
Tuesday, August 22, 1939 

Wickersham 
Book Collection 
On Exhibition 

An interesting and valuable exhibit of rare old 
books, now showing in the auditorium at Frederick 
and Nelson, tells in fascinating first-hand fashion 
the history of the Northwest of pioneer days. 

The collection of more than 300 volumes is the 
property of Judge James Wickersham – himself 
identified with early Washington History.  Born in 
Illinois in 1857, Judge Wickersham was admitted to 
the bar in 1880 and in 1883 came to Washington 
Territory, where he practiced law until 1900.  Under 
appointment of President McKinley he served as 
U.S. district judge in the Territory of Alaska from 
1900 to 1908 and as delegate from 1909 to 1921, 
again from 1931 to 1933. 

Judge Wickersham has retired now from public 
life and is living at his home in Juneau, where he is 
writing autobiographical stories and books. 

Over a period of fifty years the noted jurist has 
been quietly collecting the recorded history of the 
Northwest and the exhibit now at Frederick and 
Nelson comprises the most significant of these 
documents.  The collection will remain in the 
auditorium through August, and Judge 
Wickersham’s niece, Miss Ruth Coffin, will be on 
hand each afternoon form 3 to 4 oclock to answer 
questions and talk informally about the various 
books and documents. 
 
[clipping] 

SEATTLE SUNDAY 

August 27, 1939. 
Wickersham’s 
Book collection 
Displayed here 

There’s a flavor of pioneer days in the Pacific 
Northwest clinging over a collection of books, 
magazines, public documents and several other 
publications now on display in the fifth floor 
auditorium of Frederick & Nelson - Judge James 
Wickersham’s Northwest Collection, to be on view 
for another ten days. 

Judge Wickersham’s niece, Miss Ruth Coffin, will 
answer questions about the collection each 
afternoon from 3 to 4 o’clock. 

There is drama, too, as well as pioneer 
atmosphere in the collection which belongs to 
Judge Wickersham, now retired from public life and 
living in Juneau, devoting his days to writing an 
account of his own experience in establishing the 
courts along the Yukon River during Alaska’s 
rough, raw pioneer days. 

Included in the Wickersham collection, gathered 
together over a period of a half century, is an 
edition of the gospel according to St. Matthew, 
printed in the old Oregon Missions in 1845; a copy 
of Boulet’s Youths’ Companion, published in 1882 
at Tulalip for the Puget Sound Indian Mission; an 
almanac for Washington, Oregon and Idaho from 
1859 to 1873; governor’s reports for the old 
Washington Territory, tales of the adventures of 
first settlers on the Columbia River, an 1885 city 
directory of Tacoma, discussion of martial law in 
Seattle in early days, and other documents. 
 
The war is on & we cannot get any news today, 
Censorship.  No news tonight – except Hitler may 
take - & burn – Warsaw tonight. 
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Sep -7th- 1939 
The British have captured several civil vessels & 
burned them – they removed the crews & had them 
agree not to enter the war again, first.  But they 
torpedoed the “Athenian” at night causing the 
death of more than 100 persons – some of them 
American children men & women – fired on the 



vessel as they were trying to escape in life boats.  
They were unarmed, going from the seat of war – 
had no munitions aboard  she was a civil vessel – 
English – not a war vessel.  The captain of the 
under sea vessel (German) was guilty of murder & 
piracy and ought to be hanged for murder – for the 
vessel was a non –beligerent & the U.S. at peace 
with Germany English and not at war nor soldiers.  
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The German sank the “Athenia” far at sea & gave 
them no assistance but fired on them in their life 
boats in violation of the law.  If we had him in the 
U.S. we would hang him – the Germans did the 
same crime in the last war – they are savages, 
then and seem to be following the same course 
now. 

Sept. 7, 1939. 
[clipping] 

{Sept. 7, 1939.} 
THE ALASKA DAILY PRESS 
Greetings to Notable Alaskan 

(Fairbanks News-Miner) 
Eighty-two years ago tomorrow – August 24 – 

old Illinois gave to America a son destined to 
become one of the most distinguished in 
establishing her institutions and building an 
enduring empire within her largest territorial 
domain, Alaska. 

That son was James Wickersham, today Judge 
James Wickersham, most notable of 
contemporaneous Alaskans – now resident of 
Juneau, and approaching the sunset of life 
vigorous and enriched with memories of a life of 
extraordinary experience and achievement. 

Jurist, author, legislator and authority on many a 
Northland phase of life, few anywhere can claim a 
more varied career of service and accomplishment. 
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Thirty-nine years of his remarkable life have 

been given to Alaska.  His name has been indelibly 
written into the history of the Territory during this 
period of laying of the foundation upon which is 
being builded the future state or states within the 
borders of this vast domain now awakening under 

the impetus of a new era of undoubted destiny. 
Coming from a pioneering family who early 

shared the conquest of the Pacific Northwest, 
young Wickersham winning his first spurs in public 
life in the Territory and later the state of 
Washington, came to Alaska in 1900.  
Commissioned as a judge, he set up the first 
district court that brought law and order to the great 
Interior Empire of Alaska – participated in the 
dramatic events incident to the establishment of 
Fairbanks, Nome and many other enduring gold 
fields and centers of present-day industry. 

A tireless worker, endowed with great physical 
strength and extraordinary mental caliber – a 
fearless fighter, hard hitter in debate, Judge 
Wickersham found time aside from all his service in 
public life to compile eight volumes of Alaska Law 
Reports and publish a voluminous “Bibliography” of 
Alaskan Literature;” make one of the most 
extensive collections extant of books, photographs, 
early newspapers and other historic records of 
Alaska – now one of the most treasured collections 
in Alaska. 

During eight years as U.S. District Judge and 14 
years as Delegate to Congress his interest never 
lagged in the opportunity to gather and preserve 
what he could for future generations of Alaskans. 

He has given to Alaska perhaps more of lasting 
value than any other identified with her history – 
not the least of which will be remembered the 
Alaska Railroad and the University of Alaska, both 
of which came into realization by virtue of 
measures which he introduced and fought for 
through hectic sessions of Congress. 

The recent movement for establishment of a 
Wickersham Day in Alaska bespeaks an 
appreciation that should extend to all who know 
him.  Today, irrespective of political affiliations, 
Alaskans everywhere may graciously acknowledge 
his great service-his loyalty and achievement on 
behalf of the land to which he has given his life and 
which he continues to make his home. 
Hail to the Old Roman and the grand old man of 
Alaska – eighty-two and going strong-and may he 



Alaska State Library – Historical Collections                                                                                                                    Diary of James Wickersham  
MS 107 BOX 7  DIARY 47                                                                                                                                                       April 27 through October 24, 1939 

survive to enjoy many returns of the day – a living 
symbol of the pioneering spirit of which he is the 
embodiment and inspiration to youth of a newer 
and greater Alaska. 
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[clipping] 

Thursday, August 24 
Judge Wickersham Reaches 

82nd Anniversary of Birth 
And has Notable Career 

Record of Jurist and Delegate 
Covers Important Pe- 

riod in Alaska 
James Wickersham, lawyer, jurist, statesman 

and author, former resident of Fairbanks, whose 
home now is in Juneau, is observing today the 82nd 
anniversary of his birthday.  So long continued and 
zealous have been his efforts in the development 
of Alaska that the suggestion has been made in 
some quarters his natal day be made a Territorial 
holiday. 

Judge Wickersham, active in the practice of law 
at Juneau, can look back on a notable career. 

Born In Illinois 
He was born at Patoka, Ill., August 24, 1857, and 

was admitted to the Illinois bar in 1880.  Soon 
afterwards he moved to Tacoma, Pierce county, 
Washington.  He was probate judge of Pierce 
county from 1884 to 1888, and city attorney of 
Tacoma in 1893 and 1894.  He was a member of 
the Washington state legislature in 1898. 

In 1900, he was appointed United States district 
judge for the Third Division of Alaska.  He held the 
position until 1907. 

Notable Work at Nome 
Notable work of his as a judge was performed 

when he was transferred temporarily to the Second 
Division at Nome, where he remained after the 
departure of Judge Arthur H. Noyes, from 
September 1901 to July, 1902, cleaning up a 
docket that was congested with a great deal of 
legislation resulting form the jumping of mining 
claims. 

In 1909, Judge Wickersham was elected 

delegate to Congress and served six successive 
terms, or until 1921.  Subsequently, he served 
another term, from 1931 to 1933. 

The record of Judge Wickersham’s service in 
Congress is a history of the most important period 
in the Territory’s history. 

Some of Important Enactments 
Among the important bills he introduced and 

succeeded in having passed were those 
incorporating the city of Fairbanks; establishing the 
Territorial legislature; authorizing the location and 
construction of a federal government railroad from 
Seward to Fairbanks; providing or the granting by 
the federal government of four sections of land as 
a site for the Agricultural College and School of 
Mines, now the University of Alaska, and for the 
setting aside f Section 33 in each township in the 
Tanana Valley for the support of the educational 
institution; authorizing the erection of the Territorial 
and Federal Building at Juneau and of the Federal 
Building in this city. 

Author of Several Volumes 
Judge Wickersham edited eight volumes of the 

Alaska Law Reports, compiled the Bibliography of 
Alaska Literature and is the author of Old Yukon, a 
comprehensive historical work of 514 pages, 
published last year. 

No man is more widely known in Alaska that 
Judge Wickersham.  In the course of his political 
and judicial activities he has visited every part of 
the Territory, almost every little community.  His 
host of friends over the wide expanse of the 
Northland from the quiet waters of the Southeast to 
the ice-clogged sea of the Arctic barrier on the 
north wish him many happy returns of today. 
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Sep -8th- 1939 
War news too much censored to give details or 
information except the Germans & the Poles are 
fighting 

-9th- 
Sunday – Spent an hour or two in company with 
Grace at the office working out some data about 
Catherine I, who sent Bering party in 1741 to locate 
Russian America. 



We had lunch at the Gastineau & spent the 
evening listening at the Radio for news from the 
War – nothing. 

-10th- 
Monday, heavy fighting reported in Poland 
between the Poles & Germans; English & French 
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invading the Siegfried in Germany.   Naval war at 
sea between Germany and the opposing English & 
French.  We do not get much news 

Sep -11th- 1939 
War news same as yesterday. 
Received $200. from Winden. 
Payment of bills, o.k. 

Sep 12th 
Same as yesterday. 

Sep -13th- 
Reading the record in the case of the G.W. 
Carmack case.  Testimony of “Marguerite 
Carmack” Briefs testimony & argument before the 
supreme court of State of Washington.  Much 
interested in night & day reports from the 
battlefields in Poland and France  Poles holding 
the fort. 
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Sep -14- 1939. 
Same as yesterday. 

Sep -15- 1939 
Same as yesterday. 

Sep -16th- 1939 
Saturday – Bar Association  Good meeting but 
nothing about the cavots in the law – Raining. 

Sep 17th- 1939 
Sunday – Much news by Radio form the War in 
Poland.  The Germans seem to have crushed the 
Poles, but are having to abandon that easy victor, 
turning Poland over to Russia and returning to the 
French-German frontier to defend it against the 
English & French attacks – which seem to be 
victorious – as of today! 
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Sep -18th- 1939 
Bought four Indian Hoon-yah letters signed by 
officials (Skookum papers today form Charles R.[?] 
John.  Hoonyah bay – as follows. 
Letter signed by Captain Coghlan, U.S.S. “Adams” 

March 7,1884. - $200 
Captain Glass, Wachusett Dec. 4, 1881. 
Wm Gov. Morris, Jany 30, 1882 
Capt. Glass, Jamestown, Jany 4, 1881. 
The last letter is from Capt. Glass stating that 
school was opened in Sitka and asked Head chief 
at Hoonyah to send two boys to Sitka for school 
saying that their board & clothing would be paid for 
by himself.  I paid $1000 for the four letters, and 
have added them to my mass of Alaskana. 
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Sep. 19-20- 1939 
Am working on a letter to the sisters of John A 
(Jack) Sargent, Hd across the Bay from Juneau to 
assist me in securing evidence that he was an 
American citizen or else I must quit & abandon his 
right to the same – they live in Massachusetts – 
their father was born, I think, in or about Bangor, 
Maine, though Jack was probably born in Canada  
These women ought to know where – or they can 
find out.  Jack is yet in the B.C. mental Hospital at 
Essendale, near Vancouver, B.C. His Hd is 
valuable. 
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Sep -21st- 1939. 
Same as yesterday on Jack Sargents case.  Grace 
is assisting me.  I will write letters to every one of 
Jacks sisters & relations and if I can get data will 
push the case, if none exists it will be useless to 
follow it further, though Doneway thinks Jack was a 
citizen of the U.S. but he will not testify to it under 
oath. 

Sep -22- 1939 
Jack Hawkes received a telegram yesterday from 
Van Fleet – New York, which disturbed him very 
much about the value of the Kui-you island zinc 
prospectus – and at the suggestion of his wife and 
Grace gathered his 
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partner Dyrdahl and other interested friends who 
advised him to go to New York at once to consider 
there the reason for Van Fleets information.  They 
procured money for his journey and he left on the 
steamer                   at midnight for that place to 
find out was the matter – he packed up and left at 
once for N.Y. to find out what had occasioned the 
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trouble – he went! leaving his family at our home. 
Sep. -23rd- 1939. 

Saturday – Bar Association – Hair cut today 
Interested in the war & believe the Germans are 
busy losing on the Western front.  Visited Dr. 
Simpson  thinks my eyes are going to require 
treatment in two months. 
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24 
Sunday – home all day except a walk with Grace 
up the basin wagon road 

Sep 25th – 1939 
Advice to Dr. Silvers – Dundas Bay extension of 
Glacier Bay – his right to a 5 acre tract.  Sent by 
Garnick.  Recd. $1000 

-26th- 
Woodward (Woody) Atkinson, one of the miners 
from the Kui-yu mines, came in toe see the sights.  
Is with us at our home Waiting for Hawkes – may 
go home to Miss. to visit his mother young fellow. 
26 years 

-27th- 
Wednesday  Same as yesterday 
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Sep -28th – 1939 
Same as yesterday 

Sep -29th- 
Same as yesterday  Wrote long letter to Darrell 
about politics and matters of family.  Wrote a letter 
to Receiver at Anchorage about Jack Sargents 
Homestead & to Goshow about Jade & in answer 
to him about his letter to me about same matters at 
Shishmaref! 

Sep 30th 1939 
Last day of September – my blindness is becoming 
more profound & worse.  I still follow Judge 
LeFevre to the Bar Association but it bothers me 
greatly ands I fear I must quit it. 
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Sunday – Grace & I at the office reading George 
W. Carmacks letters and Briefs in cases after his 
death 1922.  I have quite a collection of his 
correspondence – Kates also.  He was first married 
to Kates older sister and after her death took Kate 
for his second mistress among the Tagish Indian 
girls.  Kates older sisters name was Jennie and 

she lived with George for only a year when she quit 
packing freight over the Dyea trail – died – and 
George took Kate, who was the mother of 
Graphie[?] Grace Carmack – who before Georges 
death in 1922 married Saftag[?] – Marguerite 
brother. 
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Octo -2nd 1939 
Same as yesterday.  Got the 2333rd Pacific 
Reports, 942 In the Estate of G.W. Carmack – 942, 
for history of case. 

-Oct 3rd- 
In the Estate of Carmack -942. 
Wrote to West Publishing Co. St. Paul Minn. for 
233 Pac Rept. asking for paper bound bound 
weekly containing G.W. Carmacks report of In re 
Carmack opinion of Carmacks case - & also similar 
opinions in same suits of latter cases in California 
reports in same cases, for historical uses, earlier & 
latter cases. 
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-Octo 4- 1939 
Same as yesterday for historians purposes – 
Pacific Reports 

-Octo 5th- 
Letter to Rev Grant, Carcross, Yukon Territory for 
more information about “Jennie,” the sister of Kate 
Carmack and the Sec. of State of Tennessee about 
the nationality of Senator Carmack – in the hope of 
finding about the citizenship of George W. 
Carmack – of Dawson. 
Woodward Atkinson left for his home in Mississippi 
– partner in the Kui-yu Mining claims with Jack 
Hawkes. 

Oct -6th- 
The first snow storm of the season. 
May be one by morning 

Diary 47, 1939 
October 7-8 

Oct -7th- 1939 
Telegram from Jack Hawkes to his wife says you 
you mines now look better. “Its off again – on again 
– gone again Finnegan” 
Major Albright, Charlie Taylors, lawyer partner died 
in Fairbanks yesterday.  He was 83 years of age, a 
major in the Spanish-American war – a good 
lawyer, and insurance agent. 
Luncheon of the bar Association today at Percys 



Restaurant. 
Oct 8th 

Wrote to Mrs. Marguerite Carmack asking for data 
& personal life about George W. Carmack – 
address Andrew W.J. Balliet Exchange Bldg 
Seattle for delivery 
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Oct. 9th 1939. 
Monday – Working on address to be delivered 
tomorrow on the dinner to be given to Hon. John 
John W. Troy on his retirement us government for 
the from the Govonorship, from the governorship of 
Alaska, - when his successor Hon. Ernst Gruening 
assumes the office on reaching Juneau 

Oct -10- 1939 
A great crowd gave Governor John W. Troy a 
farewell dinner in the Gold room of the new 
Baranoff Hotel toniaght Mayor Lucas was the 
originator!  Hon Jack Hellenthal was to act Master 
and many of us were speakers.  We gave the 
gallant old Governor a fine reception, had a good 
dinner etc. 
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[clipping] 

THE DAILY ALASKA EMPIRE 
WEDNESDAY, OCT. 11, 1939 

GOVERNOR IS 
PAID HONOR 
BY FRIENDS 

John Troy, Retiring After Six-Year Term, Prais- 
ed at Dinner Here 

Gov. John W. Troy, retiring Sunday after six 
years as Governor of Alaska, was honored last 
night at a testimonial banquet at which his good 
works on behalf of the Territory were saluted by 
nine speakers and attested by the attendance of 
nearly 200 friends, a throng which filled the 
Baranof Gold Room to capacity. 

The Governor, speaking briefly at the conclusion 
of the program, said the people of Juneau were in 
his opinion the finest bunch of people ever 
collected together in one spot. 

“I told somebody,” said the Governor, “that I 
didn’t make any promises when I became 
Governor.  But I do make you one now. I am going 

to stay right here in Juneau and work with you 
anyhow.” 

Hellenthal Toastmaster 
Jack Hellenthal was toastmaster for the affair, 

introducing the speakers, each of whom was a 
leader in civic or territorial affairs, with brief 
remarks which added much to the occasion. 

George Parks, Governor from 1925 to 1933, 
welcomed John Troy into the ranks of “Former 
Governors of Alaska.”  He said that if Gov. Troy 
had happened, under like circumstances, to have 
been last night in Ketchikan, Wrangell, Petersburg, 
Sitka, Skagway, Cordova, Seward, Valdez, 
Anchorage, Fairbanks, Nome or any other place in 
the Territory of Alaska, e would have just as many 
friends attend such a dinner to honor him. 

Judge James Wickersham, Alaska Delegate to 
Congress for 14 years, commented on the “aid and 
comfort” furnished by John Troy, though he was a 
political opponent of the Delegate, in the long fight 
for home rule for Alaska.  Judge Wickersham said 
he hoped the Organic Act, passed largely through 
the efforts of John Troy, Gov. Alfred P. Swineford 
and himself, would remain unchanged until Alaska 
becomes a State. 

City’s Thanks 
Mayor Harry I. Lucas expressed the appreciation 

of Juneau to Gov. Troy for his work on the City’s 
behalf.  He read a sheaf of telegrams received 
from friends of the Governor who were unable to 
be in Juneau for the banquet but who wished to 
send in their testimonials anyway. 

Charles W. Carter, speaking on behalf of the 
Juneau Chamber of Commerce and the Pioneers 
of Alaska, said that unlike many of the Territory’s 
officials in the past, John Troy is an Alaskan and 
his heart is in Alaska. 

“The one bright spot in this resignation,” said 
Carter, “is that even after Gov. Troy goes out of 
office he’ll still be our friend and neighbor, John W. 
Troy.” 

Mine Manager Speaks 
L.H. Metzgar, General Superintendent of the 

Alaska Juneau Gold Mining Company, remarked 
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that Gov. Troy had served ably and impartially 
“during six difficult and trying years.” 

Territorial Auditor Frank Boyle, representing 
Territorial officials and employees, said that “no 
officer ever ended his term of office in the Territory 
of Alaska with as many friends” as Gov. Troy. 

James J. Connors, Collector of Customs, 
observing that there are thousands of people 
throughout the Territory who would like to attend 
such a meeting honoring G. Troy, said there isn’t a 
hamlet in Alaska which does not have a monument 
to John Troy.  He described the term of Gov. Troy 
as one of the brightest pages in the history of the 
Territory and said that “though he is retiring from 
active duty, he is not retiring from Alaska.” 
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[clipping continued] 

(Continued from Page One) 
Long Service 

H.L. Faulkner, last of the speakers, said that 
John Troy’s “worth to the Territory cannot be 
measured only in the six years he has been 
Governor,” recalling his long service as editor and 
citizen. 

“There is no man in Alaska today,” said Faulkner, 
“who has contributed to the welfare, the well-being, 
of the Territory more than John Troy.” 

At Faulkner’s suggestion, the company rose to 
drink a toast to Gov. Troy, followed by a toast 
proposed by Hellenthal to “good, old John,” and 
finally, at Mayor Lucas’ behest, one to the 
Governor’s daughter, Mrs. Robert Bender, who 
was complimented by several of the speakers for 
her assistance to her father and service to Alaska. 

Telegrams 
Telegrams read by Mayor Lucas at the dinner 

were as follows: 
From Archie W. Shiels at Bellingham – “I am 

deeply disappointed I will be unable to be present 
Tuesday night to pay my respects to Governor 
Troy upon the occasion of your farewell dinner to 
him.  Alaska has been fortunate in many of her 
Governors but none I can remember has given her 
such intelligent service as our present one.  The 

people of Alaska, of whom I am proud to call 
myself one, owe to him a debt of gratitude that will 
be hard to pay back except by respect and 
affection.  He has given our great northland the 
best years of his life and through overwork is now 
compelled to retire.  It should be the earnest prayer 
of all that even in this retirement we will be able to 
call upon him for advice and counsel.” 

From Charles E. Jackson, Acting Commissioner 
of Fisheries, at Washington-“I wish it were possible 
for me to be in Juneau today to honor you for your 
long and faithful service as Governor of Alaska.  
On behalf of the Bureau of Fisheries let me thank 
you for the cooperation you have always extended 
us in administration of Alaska fisheries.  Wishing 
you health and happiness. 

Greetings from Judge James Wickersham 
From Judge George F. Alexander at Ketchikan-

“Sincerely regret cannot attend testimonial dinner 
honoring Governor Troy this evening.  As citizen, 
friend and Governor, we universally recognize him 
as Alaska’s first and best loved citizen.  Please 
include me in congratulations and all good wishes 
for a long, happy and useful life.” 

From Igloo No. 16, Pioneers of Alaska, at 
Ketchikan –“Igloo No. 16, Pioneers of Alaska, wish 
to extend their best wishes for recovery of your 
health, also express their sincere thanks for 
benefits derived by the Territory during your 
administration.” 

The Committee which arranged the testimonial 
dinner consisted of Mayor Harry I. Lucas, 
Chairman; Charles W. Carter, Tom Dyer, H.J. 
Connors, Horace Adams and Frank Boyle. 

Octo 12, 1939. 
same as yesterday  A very nice biography by a 
very pretty[?] Deb[?] 

James Wickersham 
Diary 47, 1939 
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Oct. -14th- 1939 
Same as yesterday:  Luncheon of Bar Association 
at Percys. 
Nothing new except an allied vessel sunk by a 
German U. boat. 

Oct -15th- 



Sunday – nothing new. 
Oct -16th- 

Hadland from Kilisnoo called nothing doing about 
selling to the Indians – Seattle 
Ed Ralston from McGrath boatman for Langley 
called going to Seattle also – 53 years last spring 
came to Alaska, one of my [friends]  Knows Troy & 
Harry Watson. 
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[Wickersham’s writing is very hard to read now] 

Boats: Bailey & Reefer afterwards (Zelander) 
sifton[?] all these boats run the rapids goddard first 
boat that that run the Rapids, Capt. McMaster took 
the Bailey & the Zelander through the rapids) Ora, 
Flora & the Nora built on Lake Bennett – ran the 
Rapids to the Lower river. 
Juan Dugas, Craig, Alad. McCauley arrived on the 
Becker[?] at Dawson 
Knew “Siwash” George in 1878 – He was lazy & 
lived with the Indians.  Thinks George first lived 
with Jennie – she then died & George “Kate” – her 
sister.  George boss of the Indians – Kate carried 
packs over the pass for Klondikers.  The “Pelly” a 
small steamboat was  

Diary 47, 1939 
October 16-17 

16 
built on the Yukon about 1883.  She belonged to 
Harper & Ladue.  She carried lumber from the [?] 
mils mill up and down stream. 
The first saw mill at 60”- Mile belonged to Harper & 
Ladue. – Harper & Ladue 
Ladue had a saw mill at Dawson in July 1900!  I 
saw it working! 
Ed Ralston talked an hour or more & Grace, my 
wife, took it down in short hand for me  Ralston has 
a fine memory!  Talked freely and well as follows: 

(see next page) 
Oct -17th- 1939 

17 – same as yes 
                                 same as 
yest 
            same as yesterday 
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18 years as 18 as of 
was yesterdays  years yesterday 

I cant yesterday 
as of yesterday 

18 7th cannot see to 
write.  Grover Winn re called & had a long friendly 
talk with me 
He as gon gone sout to  
Seattle & Spoke en on a  
fasin  so on a trip 
                        Portland 
- cant write. 

Oct. 19 – 1939. (Thursday) 
Just a shadow – cannot see – blind  
[Grace starts to write for her husband here] 
Sent a book to Mr. Allen 
LaPeyrouse – a drama! 
Letter to Doc Silvers regarding his land in the 
National Park.  Glacier [Bay] National Park. 
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Oct 19, 1939 (cont) 
I wrote the note on the preceding page!  I wonder if 
the first line of Oct. 19 is to be the Judge’s last 
written word!  Cannot see – blind!  Such a tragedy 
for one who loved to read!  Who had so many 
books he wanted to read!  Who wanted to do so 
much more in preserving the records of men who 
had lived in Alaska in early days and had helped 
develop it!  Pilz, Bremner, 
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Franklin & many others the Judge thought were 
never given enough credit for their labor!  Today is 
Sunday Oct 22, 1939.  I have just returned from the 
hospital where I took my dear husband.  He was 
stricken Thursday night, his right arm and right leg 
being affected & his speech a little thick.  Friday I 
stayed with him and he did not seem very bad.  I 
tho’t with rest and quiet he might regain something 
of his former health.  On 
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Saturday, Oct 21, 1939. 
Saturday he was so restless that I engaged a 
nurse Mrs. George Dudley to take care of him but 
he became so much worse that  

Sunday – Oct 22, 1939. 
this evening we decided to take him to St. Ann’s 
hospital.  I hope and pray he may recover!  I love 
him so!  I am very heartbroken tonight by have 
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tried to keep his diary up – he was so punctilious & 
urged me to write in it each day when he was not 
able.  So until Monday – May 
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Monday Oct 23, 1939 
May I have good news! 
3 P.M.  The nurse Mrs. Dudley called me at 8 A.M. 
saying my dear husband was very low.  I went over 
immediately but he was unconscious & knew no 
one.  He is struggling so hard to live – his breathing 
is difficult.  Sent the Judge’s son a telegram 
yesterday about his father’s condition.  Just 
received a wire and $250- Yet Darrel would not 
loan him $500 for a trip to the San Francisco Fair & 
to attend the Sourdough Reunion!!  I am 
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[clipping] 
{Monday Oct 23, 1939} 
JUDGE WICKERSHAM 
SUFFERS STROKE; IS 

NOW IN HOSPITAL 
Judge James Wickersham, former Delegate to 

Congress, was taken to St. Ann’s Hospital 
yesterday afternoon following a stroke suffered 
Saturday at his home on Seventh Street.  Dr. L.P. 
Dawes is the attending physician. 
 
heartbroken. 
It is four minutes after 5 A.M. Tuesday, October 24, 
1939.  I am alone in the office – I have just left the 
hospital and all I hold most dear – my darling 
husband is gone!  I cannot yet believe it – it seems 
impossible.  I loved him so.  He was so good, so 
kind, so forgiving – so unselfish.  I can not bear to 
think of life without him. 
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[clipping] 

THE ALASKA DAILY PRESS, 
JUNEAU, ALASKA, TUESDAY, OCTOBER 24, 

1939 
Judge James Wickersham 

[photograph of Judge James Wickersham] 
Judge James Wickersham, above, former 
Territorial delegate to Washington, prominent 
attorney and author, died in Juneau early today 
after a brief illness. 

Judge James Wickersham, Prominent 
Alaskan, Dies in Juneau This Morning 

Judge James Wickersham, Alaska’s delegate to 
Congress for more than 12 years, distinguished 
lawyer and author, died in Juneau today.  Death 
came to the 82-year-old attorney in the early 
morning hours, with his wife at his bedside. 

Taken to St. Ann’s Hospital last Thursday 
evening when he suffered a stroke, Judge 
Wickersham failed to rally during the ensuing 
hours. 

Hundreds of friends throughout the Territory 
today mourned the loss of one of Alaska’s most 
distinguished residents, a man who had made 
Alaska his home for more than 40 years and 
continuously had the welfare of the country 
uppermost in his mind. 

Judge Wickersham’s crowning achievement in 
service to Alaska was the passage of the Organic 
Act on August 24, 1912, creating the Alaska 
Legislature to be elected by the people. 

James Wickersham was born in Patoka, Illinois, 
on August 24, 1857.  He was the son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Alexander Wickersham and received a 
common school education.  He studied law and 
was admitted to the bar in 1880.  In the same year 
he married Deborah Bell of Rochester, Illinois. 

Moving to the West a short time after his 
marriage, Wickersham first became probate judge 
in Pierce County, Washington, a position he held 
from 1884 until 1888.  He then served as city 
attorney at Tacoma during the following year.  Next 
came several uneventful years during which he 
carried on a private law practice in the state of 
Washington. 

After serving as a member of the Washington 
House of Representatives for one year, 
Wickersham gave in to a desire to see Alaska, a 
country in whose future possibilities he placed 
profound belief.  In 1898 he arrived in Alaska with 
his wife, and, as he had said, “never went back.” 

Judge at Nome 
At no time during his more than four score years 

was Wickersham long away from public life.  



Almost immediately after coming to Alaska to live 
he was appointed United States district judge at 
Nome.  He assumed that office, his first in the 
Territory, at the moment when the air was filled 
with judicial scandals, resulting from the tactics of 
his unscrupulous predecessor.  The scandals had 
been a slap in the face to Alaskan justice and 
Wickersham proved beyond all doubt his ability 
and integrity as he restored law and order to the 
north country. 

Resigning from his position as judge, 
Wickersham became delegate to Congress in the 
year 1909.  Then, from that date, for more than a 
dozen years, he served Alaska as faithfully as any 
man possibly could.  He was delegate longer than 
any other man, labored constantly and untiringly to 
make Alaska the great country he was convinced it 
would one day be. 

Wickersham, a Progressive Republican, was 
elected and reelected year after year.  The political 
trend mattered little, as the Judge’s efforts were 
lauded and his presence in Congress was 
appreciated by the Alaska electorate. 

During more recent years since Wickersham had 
been en 
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Tues. Oct 24th, 1939. 
[clipping continued] 
gaged in private law practice, he had made his 
home continually in Juneau.  Mrs. Wickersham 
passed away in 1925 and in 1928 he married Mrs. 
Harry Bishop, a widow. 

Besides his interest in public life, Judge 
Wickersham carried on numerous other pursuits, 
writing and scientific studies.  He was assistant 
editor of the American Antiquarian and had written 
many articles on ethnology subjects.  He wrote 
“Mounds of Sangamon County,” a work describing 
Indian relics in the state of Illinois, where he lived 
as a youth.  That volume was done as a 
Smithsonian report.  More recently he had set 
down dozens of Alaskan tales and poems in a work 
glorifying the Territory in which he lived. 

Passing Mourned 
Today in Juneau scores of friends of the late 

Judge grieved at the loss of a sincere and just 
friend.  One of Wickersham’s chief interests in life 
during recent years centered about the weekly 
luncheons of the Bar Association, of which he was 
an extremely popular member. 

Jack Hellenthal, attorney who was a friend of the 
Judge’s for forty years, said this morning: “I am 
deeply grieved at the Judge’s passing.  He was a 
great man, respected and loved by all Alaskans.  
His greatest interest in public life was always for 
Alaska’s benefit. 

“The Judge took a delight in meeting every 
Saturday with the bar association.  He was an 
entertaining and interesting personality on such 
occasions and I don’t think he’d missed a meeting 
in several years until last Saturday.” 
 
[clipping] 

Famed Barrister 
Dies in Juneau 
This Morning 

Former Territorial Dele- 
gate to Washington 

Was Eighty-Two 
Service in Juneau 

Thursday night the remains will be shipped to the 
States for burial aboard the North Sea.  A service, 
however, will be held in Juneau Thursday 
afternoon at 2 o’clock. 

Dean Charles E. Rice will read the eulogy at the 
rites, to be held at the Chapel of the Charles W. 
Carter Mortuary. 
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[clipping] 

THE DAILY ALASKA EMPIRE, 
TUESDAY, OCT. 24, 1939 

JUDGE JAMES 
WICKERSHAM 

DEAD AT 82 
Former Delegate Passes 

Away at Hospital 
Early Today 

Judge James Wickersham, 82, Delegate to 
Congress for 14 years and one of the grand old 
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men of Alaska’s history, died early this morning at 
St. Ann’s Hospital. 

He had suffered a stroke last Saturday. The 
resulting illness claimed his life at 4:30 o’clock this 
morning. 

As Delegate from 1909 to 1921 and from 1931 to 
1933, Judge Wickersham’s principal achievement 
was the Alaska Act, known as the Wickersham Act, 
giving a measure of home rule to the Territory and 
setting up the system of Government which still 
prevails. 

39 years in Alaska 
Judge Wickersham came to Alaska in 1900.  He 

lived a year at Eagle, a year at Nome, two years at 
Valdez and 16 at Fairbanks.  Since 1921 he had 
been a Juneau resident, maintaining an office in 
the Valentine Building and appearing bright and 
early almost every morning, even though in 
retirement. 

Judge Wickersham on June 6, 1900, at the age 
of 43 was appointed Judge of the District Court in 
the Third Alaska Precinct, as it was then known.  At 
an age when most men were beginning to think 
about settling down for their declining years, Jim 
Wickersham was just beginning a public career 
which was to carry him far and high.  He was a 
Judge until December 31, 1907. 
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[clipping continued] 

James Wickersham was born at Patoca, Marion 
County, Illinois, on August 24, 1857.  His father 
was Alexander Wickersham, a Kentuckian, and his 
mother Deborah Bell of Rochester, Illinois [his 
mother was Mary Jane McHaney, his wife is 
Deborah Bell] 

Career Outside 
He was admitted to the bar in 1880, became a 

Probate Judge in Pierce County, Washington, in 
1884 and City Attorney of Tacoma and a member 
of the Washington Legislature in 1898. 

Judge Wickersham belonged to the Sons of the 
American Revolution, the American 
Anthropological Association, the Asiatic Society of 
Japan, the Masonic Lodge, the Elks, Eagles, 

Moose and the Pioneers of Alaska. 
His “Bibliography of Alaskan Literature, 1724-

1934” [1924] won him lasting fame as an author 
and scholar.  His personal library, which has been 
kept intact in Juneau, is admitted to be the finest 
Alaska library anywhere. 

Besides the widow, Judge Wickersham is 
survived by a son, Lieut. Commander Darrell P. 
Wickersham of San Francisco. 

Pioneer, lawyer, jurist, author, congressman and 
crusader, Wickersham has been in the center of 
more stormy controversies than any other figure 
who has grown up with Alaska. 

Sent to Alaska 
In the state of Washington they said jokingly that 

Senator Addison G. Foster, a political crony, sent 
Wickersham to Alaska to get him out of 
Washington politics, and if he did he tossed a 
whole hornet’s nest into the midst of the young 
northern Territory.  He was fated in the North to 
share in the clean-up of Nome which followed the 
upsetting of a famous mining conspiracy which 
served the further purpose of providing the material 
for Rex Beach’s novel, “The Spoilers.”  He was in 
the Fairbanks district during the early fight of the 
Guggenheim interests for an Alaska foothold.  
Some of the history of that early fight also was 
translated into novel form in Beach’s “Iron Trail.” 

PIONEER ON LAST 
TRAIL 

[photograph of Judge Wickersham] 
JUDGE JAMES WICKERSHAM 
who passed away this morning. 

Party By Himself. 
Wickersham rode into Congress and stayed 

there on his anti-Guggenheim issue.  Originally a 
Republican, he became a “Progressive,” but more 
than anything else he was a whole party by himself 
in Alaska for a decade or more.  George Grigsby, 
the Democratic nominee, once was District 
Attorney at Nome and on the face of 1918 returns 
was elected as Delegate, but Wickersham 
contested and won the seat. 

While he spent long months in Washington 



awaiting the outcome of his contest, Wickersham 
worked on his Alaska history, which he 
subsequently retired to Juneau to finish. 

Among the important bills he introduced and 
succeeded in having passed in Congress were 
those incorporating the City of Fairbanks; 
establishing the Territorial Legislature; authorizing 
the location and construction of a Federal 
Government Railroad from Seward to Fairbanks; 
providing for the granting by the Federal 
Government of four sections of land as a site for 
the Agricultural College and School of Mines, now 
the University of Alaska, and for the setting aside 
of Section 33 in each township in the Tanana 
Valley for the support of the educational institution; 
and authorizing the erection of the Territorial and 
Federal Building at Juneau. 

Editor, Author 
Judge Wickersham edited eight volumes of the 

Alaska Law Reports, and is the author of “Old 
Yukon” a comprehensive historical work of 514 
pages, published last year. 

No man was more widely known in Alaska than 
Judge Wickersham.  In the course of his political 
and judicial activities he visited every part of the 
Territory. 

Memorial services will be held for Judge 
Wickersham at 2 o’clock Thursday afternoon at the 
Charles W. Carter Chapel here.  The body will be 
taken south by Mr. Wickersham on the vessel 
North Sea on Thursday night for cremation at 
Tacoma. 

Tributes 
Commenting on the death of Judge Wickersham, 

Gov. John W. Troy said today: “A very able man, a 
good lawyer and an earnest Alaskan, Judge 
Wickersham also one of the best informed people 
in the Territory on the history of Alaska.  I join the 
community in offering my sincerest sympathy to 
Mrs. Wickersham and his son.” 

Former Governor George A. Parks said: “I’ve 
known Judge Wickersham for 25 years.  He has 
done a lot of work for the Territory  and 
undoubtedly contributed much to its progress.  He 

had a vast knowledge of Alaska and its history.  
The records which he is leaving are going to be a 
good deal of interest for generations to come.” 
Collector of Customs James J. Connors said:  “I 
wish to express my heart-felt sympathy to Mrs. 
Wickersham.  The Judge was one of the grand old 
pioneers of Alaska.  He always had the interests of 
the Territory at heart and made one of the finest 
judges we ever had.  I esteem him as one of the 
real builders of Alaska.” 
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[clipping] 

MEMORIAL RITES 
TOMORROW FOR 
ALASKA JUDGE 

Wickersham Services at 
Elks’ Auditorium – Lie 

in State Tonight 
Memorial services for Judge James Wickersham, 

pioneer Alaskan and former Delegate to Congress, 
who passed away early yesterday morning at St. 
Ann’s Hospital, will be held tomorrow afternoon at 
2 o’clock in the Elks Auditorium. 

The rites will be conducted by Dean C.E. Rice 
and Jack Hellenthal will deliver the eulogy.  Music 
for the service will be by the Holy Trinity Cathedral 
Choir. 

The remains will be taken south tomorrow 
evening by Mrs. Wickersham on the steamer North 
Sea for cremation at Tacoma.  An escort form the 
Alaska Bar Association, Masonic Lodge and the 
Elks will accompany the remains to the ship. 

The casket will not be opened at the service 
tomorrow and friends who desire may call this 
evening after 7 o’clock at the Charles W. Carter 
Mortuary where the remains will lie in state. 

26 
[clipping] 

THE ALASKA DAILY PRESS 
JUNEAU, ALASKA, 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 25, 1939 
Wickersham Rites  

At Elks Hall 
Services for Judge James Wickersham, 
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prominent Juneau resident who died yesterday, will 
be held in Juneau at the Elks Hall tomorrow 
afternoon at 2 o’clock. 

Dean Charles E. Rice will conduct the service, 
and Jack Hellenthal will deliver the eulogy.  Music 
will be by the Trinity Cathedral Choir. 

Tomorrow night the remains will be shipped 
south aboard the S.S. North Sea for burial in the 
states. 

The casket will not be opened at the service, but 
friends wishing may call at the Charles W. Carter 
Mortuary this evening after 7 o’clock. 
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Alaska Loses a colorful Figure 

Passing of Judge James Wickersham Tuesday 
morning took from Alaska a most colorful figure.  
Perhaps to a greater extent than that of any other 
man, the career of Judge Wickersham was 
intimately identified with the development of this 
Territory. 

When Wickersham came North as District Judge 
of the Third Division, that district included much 
more area than now – including Nome – and it was 
as wild a sector as anyone could wish for.  Those 
were stormy days, but the Judge brought order out 
of confusion and emerged within a few years as 
Alaska’s dominant figure.  So well did he build that 
in the ensuing two decades whatever 
“Wickersham’ said was tantamount to law, and this 
applied whether he was in official position or 
temporarily on the sidelines “pulling the strings.” 

This personal power was not, however, abused.  
As a result of it Alaska received many of its lasting 
blessings, beginning with the Organic Act and first 
stages of home rule.  Further enumeration at this 
time would be a task, for the Judge’s public career 
was a long one. 

Only after “Wickersham” was long past the 
normal age of retirement was he content to leave 
public life, and even then he was definitely in touch 
with the current.  During his Alaska residence he 
accumulated what undoubtedly is the finest 
historical library on the Territory, and he added to it 
with volumes of his own. 

Of recent years “Wickersham” had been satisfied 
to maintain his law office in Juneau.  Still physically 
fit, mentally alert, it was an inspiration for younger 
men to see him of a morning, with springy step and 
cane swinging jauntily, passing down Seward 
street to open his office punctually. 

Not that the Judge chose to undertake a great 
deal of legal work during that time.  Occasionally 
he took a case, but for the most part he preferred 
that his time be his own.  During the early part of 
his career he undoubtedly had enemies – of the 
political variety – and, being the vigorous man he 
was, he fought them toe-to-toe, but during the 
mellowing later years there was a noticeable 
healing of old sores. Men who had once opposed 
him without asking quarter now came to reminisce 
with him and enjoy the keenness of his wit, which 
was present to the last. 

He was a kindly and indulgent counselor and his 
years had made his advice invaluable to some of 
youthful indecision.  There are those of us who 
found that, although there often was opportunity, 
his advice never favored his own desires in a 
situation but invariably furthered the interests of the 
asker. 

Judge Wickersham lived a full life; he 
accomplished important things for those with whom 
he lived; he must have gone away content. 
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[clipping] 

MEMORIAL RITES 
TOMORROW FOR 
ALASKA JUDGE 

Wickersham Services at 
Elks’ Auditorium – Lie 

in State Tonight 
Memorial services for Judge James Wickersham, 

pioneer Alaskan and former Delegate to Congress, 
who passed away early yesterday morning at St. 
Ann’s Hospital, will be held tomorrow afternoon at 
2 o’clock in the Elks Auditorium. 

The rites will be conducted by Dean C.E. Rice 
and Jack Hellenthal will deliver the eulogy.  Music 
for the service will be by the Holy Trinity Cathedral 



Choir. 
The remains will be taken south tomorrow 

evening by Mrs. Wickersham on the steamer North 
Sea for cremation at Tacoma.  An escort form the 
Alaska Bar Association, Masonic Lodge and the 
Elks will accompany the remains to the ship. 
The casket will not be opened at the service 
tomorrow and friends who desire may call this 
evening after 7 o’clock at the Charles W. Carter 
Mortuary where the remains will lie in state. 
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THE DAILY ALASKA EMPIRE, 
WEDNESDAY, OCT. 25, 1939. 

ALASKA’S “WICKERSHAM” BURNS OUT; 
BUT HIS LIGHT SHINES ON 

Writing James Wickersham’s obituary is like 
putting lock and seal on an era in history.  There 
will never be another man like Judge Wickersham 
because there will never be another setting quite 
like Alaska, 1900-1939, to bring out the particular 
qualities for which the world will remember him. 

God gave James Wickersham character and 
talents which fit like the proverbial paper on the 
wall the time and place in which he found himself 
when he came north from Tacoma at the turn of 
the century.  Resourceful, determined, a forceful 
speaker, he made his way in Alaska to a fame 
which will never be forgotten. 

As a fearless judge at Valdez and Fairbanks in 
the early years of the century, as Delegate to 
Congress for 14 years, longer than any other man 
is ever likely to serve, as author and enactor of the 
Alaska Organic Act, as the scholar who compiled 
the “Bibliography of Alaskan Literature” and as a 
retired elder citizen of Juneau in his last years, 
James Wickersham is owed much honor by the 
Territory in whose service he labored. 

Two weeks ago last night Judge Wickersham, in 
his 83rd year, was a speaker at the testimonial 
dinner given by the people of Juneau for retiring 
Gov. John W. Troy.  Those who heard him then 
know he kept to the end the faculties which made 
him a big man in Alaska.  The body did not outlive 
the man; both left us at once yesterday, and left us 

poorer. 
Alaska will not forget James Wickersham.  His 

place in our history is secure. 
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[clipping] 

Dr. Gruening 
Pays Tribute, 
Dead Jurist 

Declares Alaska Loses 
Great Pioneer in Pass- 

ing of Wickersham 
WASHINGTON, Oct.26.- Dr. Ernest Gruening, 

Director of Division of Territories and Island 
Possessions and probably future Governor of 
Alaska, said: 

“In the death of Judge James Wickersham, 
Alaska lost a great pioneer, a preeminent citizen 
whose public and private services to the 
community in many fields, in the halls of Congress, 
on the bench, at the bar and domain of letters is 
enduring and has helped make the Alaska of 
today.  His work and name will be imperishable 
and will be gratefully recorded in the Territory’s 
history.” 

Diary 47, 1939 
October 26 

26 
[clipping] 

THE DAILY ALASKA EMPIRE, 
THURSDAY, OCT. 26, 1939 

WICKERSHAM IS 
PAID TRIBUTE; 

SERVICES TODAY 
Eulogy Credits Late Judge James Wickersham as 

Great in Efforts as 
Pioneer Alaskan 

Over a hundred saddened Alaskans gathered in 
the auditorium of the Elks this afternoon to pay 
tribute to the late Judge James Wickersham, 
pioneer Alaskan and former Delegate to Congress, 
on of the foremost figures in the building of the 
Territory, who passed away early Tuesday morning 
in St. Ann’s Hospital. 

At Mrs. Wickersham’s request floral offerings 
were limited to a lovely double casket spray from 
the Juneau Bar Association, of which the late 
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Judge Wickersham was long a member. 
Services, read by Dean C.E. Rice, were followed 

by the eulogy delivered by Jack Hellenthal, long 
time friend of Judge Wickersham, and member of 
the Bar Association. 

Hellenthal paid tribute to the late pioneer as a 
“giant” among men, “great” in his achievements, in 
his spirit, in his services for the Territory. 

Judge Wickersham, Hellenthal said, lived and 
died a pioneer, leaving his Illinois boyhood town for 
the Northwest, then the last frontier, following the 
newest frontiers to Alaska, bringing law to 
wilderness, building courthouses in his trail, fighting 
for Alaska in Congress, fathering the Organic Act 
and the right to representation of Alaska in 
Congress, battling courageously for everything he 
deemed right for Alaska and for Alaskans, a great 
man, a great Alaskan, whose greatness will never 
be forgotten so long as Alaska remains Alaska. 

Pallbearers at the service were George A. Parks, 
Harry G. Watson, Dr. A.W. Stewart, John 
Newmarker, Joe Waite, Trevor Davis, J.F. Mullen 
and Herb Redman. 

The Holy Trinity Cathedral Choir rendered music 
during the services. 

Tonight an escort of the pallbearers and 
members of the Bar Association will accompany 
the remains to the steamer North Sea on which 
Mrs. Wickersham is sailing, taking her late 
husband’s remains to Tacoma for cremation. 
 
[clipping] 

WICKERSHAM 
RITES WILL BE 

HELD IN SEATTLE 
SEATTLE, Oct. 30.-AP-Funeral services will be 

held at the Bonney Watson chapel here Thursday 
at 3 p.m. for Judge James Wickersham, who died 
at Juneau last week.  Mrs. Wickersham will bring 
the body here tomorrow.  Interment will be at 
Tacoma. 

Here for the funeral are two brothers, Frank of 
Cambria, Calif., and Harry Wickersham, Buckley, 
Wash., and a son, Darrell, San Francisco. 

Bishop Peter Trimble Rowe of the Episcopal 
church, a longtime friend, will fly here from 
California to conduct the services. 
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SEATTLE POST-INTELLIGENCER, 
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 25, 

Judge Wickersham, 
Noted Alaskan, Dies 
Long Illness Takes 

Pioneer Lawyer 
And Author 

JUNEAU, Alaska, Oct. 24.-(A.P.) – James 
Wickersham, eighty two, former congressional 
delegate and pioneer lawyer, federal judge, 
explorer, author and Bibliophile, died here today 
after a long illness climaxing in a stroke October 
21. 

The funeral will probably be Thursday, with the 
remains to be sent to Tacoma for cremation.  The 
ashes will be placed in the family vault there. 

One of the territory’s most noted citizens, he 
came north from Tacoma in 1900 under President 
McKinley’s appointment as judge of the Third 
Judicial District of Alaska.  He covered a circuit of 
300,000 square miles, much of it by dog sled; built 
courthouses and jails, organized towns, discovered 
gold, made the first attempts to scale Mount 
McKinley, edited a newspaper and tried many 
cases including the McKenzie-Noyes conspiracy 
case at Nome-the case which provided material for 
Rex Beach’s novel, “The Spoilers.” 
SERVED IN CONGRESS 

He was judge of the Fairbanks District during the 
early fight against the Guggenheim interests, a 
fight Beach made famous in “The Iron Trail.”  
Friends wanted to name the town Wickersham, but 
Judge Wickersham insisted it be named Fairbanks 
for McKinley’s vice president.  Fairbanks, however, 
has a Wickersham Street in his honor. 

Judge Wickersham served as federal judge until 
1907, once walking 520 miles to open a court 
session.  Campaigning on an anti-Guggenheim 
platform, he was elected to represent Alaska in the 



United States congress from 1909 to 1921 and 
again in the Seventy-second Congress, 1931-33. 

He was a delegate to the Republican national 
convention at Kansas City in 1928. 

He wed Daborah S. Bell of Rochester, Ill., in 
1880, the year he was admitted to the bar.  She 
died in 1926.  Their son, Lieutenant Commander 
Darrell P. Wickersham is a San Francisco resident.  
A niece, Ruth Coffin, lives in Seattle. 
TACOMA CITY ATTORNEY 

In 1928, Judge Wickersham wed Mrs. Grace 
Bishop, widow of a United States marshal at 
Juneau and sister of the late Henry Vrooman, an 
American electrical engineer of Barcelona, Spain. 

Wickersham served as probate judge in Pierce 
County, Wash., from 1884-1888 and as city 
attorney for Tacoma in 1893 and 1894.  He was a 
member of the Washington territorial house of 
representatives in 1898. 

His interests were widespread.  He was a 
member of the Sons of the American Revolution, 
American Anthropological Association, Asiatic 
Society of Japan, besides pioneer and fraternal 
organizations. 
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{New York Tribune  
Oct 24, 1939.} 
Wickersham, 
Early Jurist in 

Alaska, Is Dead 
Explorer, 82, Served Long 
as Delegate to Congress; 
Set Up a ‘Floating’ Court 

JUNEAU, Alaska, Oct. 24 (AP). – James 
Wickersham, former Congressional delegate from 
Alaska, who was an early explorer and jurist here, 
died today.  He was eighty-two years old.  He 
came from Tacoma, Wash., in 1900 under 
appointment from President McKinley as judge of 
the Third Judicial District of Alaska. 

Held “Floating” Court Off Coast 
One of Rex Beach’s first novels, “The Spoilers,” 

was written about incidents in Alaska which 

residents recognized as associated with the early 
court trials conducted by Mr. Wickersham. 

Mr. Wickersham served as a delegate from 
Congress from Alaska from 1909 to 1921 and 
again from 1931 to 1933.  Born in Patoka, Ill., of 
early pioneer ancestry, he studied law at 
Springfield for a brief time and then moved to 
Tacoma in 1883.  There he served a year as city 
attorney, winning a judgment for the city against 
the Tacoma Light and Water Company which was 
settled for $100,000 an the return of the plant to 
the city. 

As a Republican he served a term in the 
Washington Legislature.  In 1900 President 
McKinley named him judge of division three of the 
Territory of Alaska, and Mr. Wickersham 
established the first court at Eagle City. 

The court district covered 300,000 square miles 
and the judge used a dog sled to travel from town 
to town.  He organized all the district’s minor courts 
and in 1903 held a “floating” court along the coast 
in the trial for title to the famous Kennecott copper 
mine. 

In 1903 Mr. Wickersham, with four companions; 
attempted to climb Mt. McKinley.  The group 
reached a height of 10,000 feet.  On this expedition 
he discovered and located the first gold mining 
claims in the Kantishna mining district. 

In his first twelve years of membership in the 
House at Washington Mr. Wickersham had a 
stormy career.  He engaged in a fist fight with the 
late Representative Frank W. Mondell, of 
Wyoming, when the latter was accused of passing 
the word “liar” to Wickersham.  The fight on the 
House floor was halted by fellow members. 

He sponsored much legislation for Alaska, 
including the bills creating the Alaskan Legislature 
in 1912, the Federal railroad between Seward and 
Fairbanks, the Alaskan public school system and 
the Alaska prohibition act of 1917.  Mr. 
Wickersham returned to Congress in the 1930 
election, but after one term was retired.  He went 
back to Juneau in 1933 to practice law. 

Mr. Wickersham compiled the “Alaska Territory 
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Law Reports” of seven volumes and “A 
Bibliography of Alaskan Literature, 1724-1924.”  
The latter is a catalogue of more than 10,000 items 
in his personal library of Alaska. 

He was a member of the American 
Anthropological Association, the Linguistic Society 
of America, Sons of the American Revolution, and 
the Asiatic Society of Japan.  He was a frequent 
contributor to magazines, with articles on Alaskan 
affairs. 

Mr. Wickersham married Deborah Susan Bell, of 
Rochester, Ill., in 1880.  She died in 1926.  A son, 
Darrell Palmer Wickersham, survives.  Surviving 
also is Mr. Wickersham’s second wife, the former 
Mrs. Grace Vrooman Bishop, formerly of Seattle, 
whom he married in 1928. 
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{Oct. 24, 1939.} 
THE SEATTLE DAILY TIMES 
Judge Wickersham, Famous 

In Alaskan History, Dies 
JUNEAU, Alaska, Tuesday, Oct. 24.-(AP)-James 

Wickersham, 82 years old, former congressional 
delegate and pioneer lawyer, federal judge, 
explorer, author and bibliophile, died here today 
after a long illness.  He suffered a stroke Saturday. 

The funeral probably will be Thursday with the 
remains to be sent to Tacoma for cremation.  The 
ashes will be placed in the family vault there. 

One of the territory’s most noted citizens, he 
came north form Tacoma in 1900 under President 
McKinley’s appointment as judge of the Third 
Judicial District of Alaska.  He covered a circuit of 
300,000 square miles, much of it by dog sled; built 
courthouses and jails, organized towns, discovered 
gold, made the first attempt to scale Mount 
McKinley, edited a newspaper and tried many 
cases, including the McKenzie-Noyes conspiracy 
cases at Nome-the case which provided material 
for Rex Beach’s novel, “The Spoilers.” 

Elected as Delegate 
Judge Wickersham was in the Fairbanks district 

during the early fight against Guggenheim 

interests, a fight Beach made famous in “The Iron 
Trail.”  Friends wanted to name the town 
Wickersham, but Wickersham insisted it be named 
Fairbanks for McKinley’s vice president.  
Fairbanks, however has a Street in his honor. 

Wickersham served as federal judge until 1907, 
once walking 520 miles to open a court session.  
Campaigning on an anti-Guggenheim platform, he 
was elected to represent Alaska in the United 
States Congress from 1909 to 1921 and again in 
the Sevety-Second Congress, 1931-1933. 

The judge was a delegate to the Republican 
National Convention at Kansas City in 1928. 

Wickersham retired to write a book about Alaska.  
Also it was, necessarily, part autobiography, 
covering the period 1900 to 1938 under the title 
“Old Yukon.”  Also he published “Bibliography of 
Alaskan Literature, 1724-1924,” based on his 
studies in his own library of 10,000 books 
concerning Alaska.  He edited the seven-volume 
“Alaska Territory Law Reports,” too. 

Included in his book collection, exhibited in 
Seattle this fall, were such rarities as The Gospel 
According to St. Mathew, printed in the old Oregon 
Missions in 1845; a copy of Boulet’s Youths’ 
Companion, printed at Tualip in 1882, and 
almanacs for Oregon, Washington and Idaho for 
1859 to 1973. 

Born at Patoka, Ill. August 25, 1857, he received 
only a common schooling and it was not until four 
years ago that he received a college degree, an 
honorary LL.D., from the Territorial University at 
Fairbanks. 

He wed Deborah S. Bell of Rochester, Ill., in 
1880, the year he was admitted to the bar.  She 
died in 1926.  Their son, Lieut. Comdr. Darrell P. 
Wickersham, U.S.N., is a San Francisco resident.  
A niece, Ruth Coffin, lives in Seattle. 

Of Many Interests 
In 1928, Judge Wickersham wed Mrs. Grace 

Bishop, widow of a United Sates marshal at 
Juneau and sister of the late Henry Vrooman, an 
American electrical engineer of Barcelona Spain. 

Wickersham served as probate judge in Pierce 



County from 1884 to 1888 and as city attorney for 
Tacoma in 1893 and 1894.  He was a member of 
the Washington Territorial House of 
Representatives in 1898. 

His interests were widespread.  He was a 
member of the Sons of the American Revolution, 
American Anthropological Association, Asiatic 
Society of Japan, besides pioneer and fraternal 
organizations. 
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SEATTLE, WASHINGTON,  
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 27, 1939 

[Photograph of Judge Wickersham] 
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ALASKA’S FIRST CITIZEN 
PASSES AWAY AT JUNEAU 
Judge James Wickersham, Judge, Lawmaker and 

Representative of the Territory in Congress for 
Many Years,  

Suffers Fatal Stroke in Territory’s Capital; Remains 
to Be Brought to Former Home, Tacoma, for 

Interment 
JUNEAU.-James Wickersham 82, former 

congressional delegate and pioneer lawyer, federal 
judge, explorer, author and Bibliophile, died here 
Tuesday, October 24, after a long illness climaxing 
in a stroke October 21. 

The funeral was set for Thursday of this week, 
with the remains to be sent to Tacoma for 
cremation.  The ashes will be placed in the family 
vault there. 

A friend among friends, a scholar of the highest 
attainments, a man of superb fighting qualities and 
spirit, a gentleman in the finest sense and first, last, 
and always a militantly loyal Alaskan, the Territory 
lost its grandest old man in the passing of Judge 
James Wickersham. 

He came north from Tacoma in 1900, having 
been appointed to the judgeship of the Third 
Judicial Division by President McKinley.  With a 
jurisdiction comprising more than 300,000 square 
miles, he traveled by canoe, dog team and on 

snowshoes to introduce the white man’s brand of 
justice to the north. 

During his term in office, he built courthouses, 
jails, aided in organizing towns, was one of the first 
to attempt to scale Mount McKinley.  He tried 
cases all over the Territory, including the infamous 
McKenzie-Noyes conspiracy case on the Seward 
Peninsula. 

Walking over the trail from Eagle to what is now 
Fairbanks, he was one of the first residents of the 
town. 

He was judge of the Fairbanks District during the 
early fight against the Guggenheim interests, a 
fight Beach made famous in “The Iron Trail.”  
Friends wanted to name the town Wickersham, but 
Judge Wickersham insisted it be named Fairbanks 
for McKinley’s Vice-President.  Fairbanks, 
however, has a Wickersham Street in his honor. 

Judge Wickersham served as federal judge until 
1907, once walking 520 miles to open a court 
session.  Campaigning on an anti-Guggenheim 
platform, he was elected to represent Alaska in the 
United States Congress from 1909 to 1921 and 
again in the 72nd Congress, 1931-1933. 

He wed Daborah S. Bell of Rochester, Ill., in 
1880, the year he was admitted to the bar.  She 
died in 1926.  Their son, Lieutenant Commander 
Darrell P. Wickersham, is a San Francisco 
resident.  A niece, Ruth Coffin, lives in Seattle. 

Tacoma City Attorney 
In 1928, Judge Wickersham wed Mrs. Grace 

Bishop, widow of a United States marshal at 
Juneau and sister of the late Henry Vrooman, an 
American electrical engineer of Barcelona, Spain. 

Wickersham served as probate judge in Pierce 
County, Wash., from 1884 to 1888 and as city 
attorney for Tacoma in1893 and 1894.  He was a 
member of the Washington house of 
representatives in 1898. 
His interests were widespread.  He was a member 
of the Sons of the American Revolution, American 

Anthropological Association, Asiatic Society of 
Japan, besides pioneer and fraternal organization. 
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October 27 [clipping] 
THE TACOMA NEWS TRIBUNE, 

TACOMA, WASH. 
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 27, 1939 

Judge Wickersham 
Tacoma has had a close relationship with Alaska 

since the Gold Rush days, a strong bond being the 
fact that one of the territory’s most famous citizens, 
James Wickersham, was a former resident of this 
city.  He died this week in Juneau at the age of 82. 

Appointed as a federal judge by President 
McKinley, Wickersham had devoted almost 
twoscore years to serving, as jurist, representative 
in Congress, editor and author, the territory he 
loved. 

Wickersham was a circuit judge in the pioneer 
sense.  Instead of traveling by plane or air-cooled 
train from one comfortable courtroom to another, 
Judge Wickersham traveled his 300,000-square-
mile circuit by boat, dogsled and often on foot.  He 
did not find the law functioning in distant gold 
camps.  He established law, built courthouses and 
jails! 

Immensely interested in all that went on about 
him, Judge Wickersham was an ardent explorer 
and made the first attempt to scale Mt. McKinley. 

In his death, Alaska has lost a link with its past-a 
link, however, which has been preserved in “Old 
Yukon-Tales, Trails and Trials” in which, perhaps, 
Judge Wickersham has given us one of the most 
authentic pictures of pioneer days in the territory. 

Incidentally, up to the time of his death, Judge 
Wickersham was the sole survivor of the first board 
of trustees of the Washington State Historical 
society. 
 
[clipping] 

WICKERSHAM’S 
ASHES WILL BE 
BROUGHT HERE 

Following services for Judge James 
Wickersham, who died last week in Juneau, to be 
held Thursday at 3 p.m. at the Bonney-Watson 
chapel in Seattle, the body will be cremated.  The 

ashes will be brought to the Tacoma cemetery for 
burial.  There will be no services at the cemetery. 

Bishop Peter Trimble Rowe of the Episcopal 
church in California will fly to Seattle to conduct the 
rights.  Mrs. Wickersham is bringing the body to 
Seattle.  A son, Darrell, of San Francisco, and two 
brothers, Frank of Cambria, Calif., and Harry of 
Buckley, are in Seattle for the services. 
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FAIRBANKS DAILY NEWS MINER 
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 25, 1939 

Passing of Great Alaskan 
Alaska witnessed the passing yesterday of a 

great adopted son and citizen, Judge James 
Wickersham.  At the age of 82 years, he went to 
his reward with a credit of 59 years of public 
service, 39 of which was devoted solely to the 
interests of Alaska. 

No figure of contemporaneous times has been 
so identified with the progress and labors of 
achievement on behalf of the territory.  Seven 
years as a jurist on the highest bench of the land 
and 21[12] years as delegate to congress and in 
the interim as one devoted to the weal and welfare 
of the country in many a responsible capacity, he 
served Alaska with all his tireless energy, genius 
and superior ability. 

In twenty years of similar service, following his 
admittance to the bar in Washington, he there laid 
the foundation of experience which became a 
heritage of Alaska. 

His was a life of prodigious accomplishment.  As 
judge, legislator and author he toiled ceaselessly – 
often entering the arena as a fearless fighter for 
what he deemed right and in the public interest, 
and seldom failing to emerge victorious. 

Many of the progressive steps in the history of 
Alaska of his day, are attributable directly to his 
efforts. 

Of pioneer stock that helped by progressive 
steps to conquer the Middle West, the Far West 
and the Far North, he ever held to the tradition of 
the pioneer spirit that is the embodiment of the 



individual and collective initiative and progress, on 
which is laid the foundation of every new state. 

His devotion to this spirit is reflected in his great 
task of compiling the Law Reports of Alaska in 
eight volumes, the assembling and publication of a 
huge Bibliography of Alaskan literature, covering 
the period from 1724-1924, with later revisions and 
additions; the writing of other volumes of great 
historical value; collecting of copies of all available 
early books and newspapers, and records-which 
will be passed on to posterity – a priceless 
heritage. 

Interior Alaska always will be grateful and 
cherish his memory as the author of the acts of 
congress resulting in the construction of the Alaska 
Railroad and establishment of the University of 
Alaska – his services as judge and dispenser of 
justice in the early days of her great gold 
stampedes – and his part in helping found the 
cities of Fairbanks, Nome and other towns and 
communities which today exist and flourish largely 
because of the part he played in pioneering the 
way. 

Few indeed have been blessed with such genius 
and ability – and few rise to such eminence.  
Alaska long will honor and cherish the name of 
James Wickersham, great Alaskan, by virtue of 
whose life present and future generations are 
blessed with the privilege of carrying on in the 
great task of building of a greater Alaska. 
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Fairbanks Daily News – Miner 
JUDGE JAMES WICKERSHAM DIES 
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Outstanding Alaska 
Citizen Passes At  

Juneau After Stroke 
Lawyer, Judge, Delegate to Congress and Brilliant 

Author, Suffered Stroke Saturday, 
Taken to Hospital Sunday 

and Died Today; Services Will Be Held 
Thursday at Juneau 

JUNEAU, Oct. 24. – Judge James Wickersham, 
82, former Delegate to Congress, died early this 
morning in St. Ann’s hospital where he was taken 
Sunday following a stroke on Saturday. 

Judge Wickersham is survived by his widow and 
son, Darrell P. Wickersham, Lieutenant 
Commander in the Navy and living at San 
Francisco. 

Funeral services will probably be held here 
Thursday and the remains shipped Friday to 
Tacoma for cremation and the ashes placed in the 
family vault. 

Notable Career 
Judge Wickersham celebrated his 82nd birthday 

on August 24 of this year, when he was the guest 
of honor at a dinner given by the Juneau bar, and 
received many telegrams of congratulations from 
friends throughout Alaska and the States. 

Born at Patoka, Illinois, he was the son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Alexander Wickersham, pioneers of the 
State of Washington – still a territory, when they 
migrated west and settled in the vicinity of Olympia.  
Taking up the study of law and aligning himself 
with the Republican party, young Wickersham’s 
rise to prominence was rapid. 

He was admitted to the bar in Washington in 
1880, eight years before it became a state; was 
probate judge of Pierce County Washington, 
whose seat is Tacoma, from 1884 to 1888; city 
attorney of Tacoma in 1893-94, under Mayor Ed. 
S. Orr, later prominent pioneer of Fairbanks and 
Dawson; and member of the house of 
representatives of the State of Washington in 1898.
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Judge James 
Wickersham 

Is Called 
Comes to Alaska 

In June, 1900, when congress passed the act 
extending civil government to Alaska, and 
authorizing two additional district judges for the 
northern part of the territory, Wickersham was 
appointed judge for the division covering the Yukon 
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basin, with headquarters at Eagle. 
Later he came to Fairbanks and established the 

first court here, and transmitted to Washington the 
recommendation which resulted in the naming of 
the town “Fairbanks.”  Later he served as judge at 
Nome in the hectic days of the gold rush; and in 
other parts of the Territory.  His total period of 
service as judge in Alaska extended from 1900 to 
1907. 

Long in Congress 
He was elected and served as delegate to 

congress from Alaska in the 61st and the 66th 
congress (1909 to 1921); and in the 72nd congress, 
1931-33. 

He was delegate to the Republican National 
Convention in 1928, at Kansas City; member of the 
Sons of the American Revolution; the American 
Anthropological Association; the Asiatic Society of 
Japan, the Pioneers of Alaska, the Loyal Order of 
Moose, and the Masonic Order. 

Noted Author 
As an author Judge Wickersham was 

outstanding, compiling and publishing the Law 
Reports of the Territory of Alaska in eight volumes, 
covering the period from 1867 to 1935; a 
Bibliography of Alaskan Literature, covering the 
period from 1724-1924, with later revisions and 
additions; and the review of his Alaskan 
experiences in a volume entitled “Old Yukon” 
issued in 1938. 

Wickersham secured the passage of the organic 
act, or constitution of Alaska; and was instrumental 
in the passage of the acts whereby the Alaska 
Railroad and the University of Alaska became 
realities. 

In 1935 the University of Alaska conferred upon 
him the degree of Doctor of Laws. 

Judge Wickersham was married twice; first to 
Deborah S. Bell of Rochester, Illinois, who died 
October 27, 1880 [1926]; and in 1928 to Mrs. 
Grace Bishop of Juneau, who survives him and 
has been his constant helpmate and companion 
through the years and to the end. 

For many years he has made his home in 

Juneau, always a mecca for the many pioneers 
and Alaskans who formed his legion of friends. 
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LAST HONORS ARE PAID TO 
JUDGE JAMES WICKERSHAM 

{Alaska Weekly          Friday Nov. 3, 1939} 
Bishop Peter Trimble Rowe Pays Last Tribute to 
Memory of Late Alaskan Jurist and Legislator.  

Great Throng of Alaskans Present 
In a chapel banked with beautiful flowers, 

hundreds of Alaskan sourdoughs gathered 
yesterday to pay their last respects to the late 
Judge James Wickersham. 

Although the services were set for three p.m., 
long before that time, the crowd began to gather 
and when Bishop Peter Trimble Rowe in the 
surplice and robes of a bishop of the Episcopalian 
diocese of Alaska, marched down the aisle, prayer 
book in hand, there was not a vacant chair in the 
chapel, with the overflow crowding the ante room. 

It was a hard service for Bishop Rowe to read.  
During the past four decades, his life has been so 
linked with the life of Judge Wickersham, that at 
times tears swelled his throat and it was difficult for 
him to carry on, but with the courage that has 
topped a thousand hills, and won out over the 
thousands of miles of trail in the North, he went 
through. 

He told of many meetings with Judge 
Wickersham on the trails of the Far North and 
many an old-timer in the throng could see the 
picture, Judge Wickersham out in front of his dog 
team, parka open at the throat, fur cap in hand, 
and his graying hair touched with frost. 

One spreading the Gospel of God throughout the 
North, the other spreading law and justice of the 
country, two men, friends through all the years, and 
still close together even though one had gone on. 

No wonder Bishop Rowe’s voice clogged with 
tears, and as he finished his eulogy, there were 
few dry eyes in the chapel. 

The remains will be taken to Tacoma for 
cremation, after which the ashes will be placed in 



the Wickersham family vault in Tacoma. 
 
[clipping] 

{sent me from Seattle Oct. 31, 1939} 
POST-INTELLIGENCER 

WICKERSHAM 
FUNERAL HERE 

With friends of northern camps and trails 
attending funeral services for James Wickersham, 
Alaska’s grand old man, will be held at the Bonney-
Watson chapel next Thursday afternoon at 3 
o’clock. 

He died a week ago at his home in Juneau and 
the body is to arrive in Seattle on the liner North 
Sea, accompanied by his widow, Grace, today. 

Bishop Peter Trimble Rowe, his friend of many 
years, is flying from California to conduct the 
funeral services. 

Judge Wickersham, eighty-two, was Alaska’s 
former delegate to congress and he had also 
served as a federal judge in Alaska, where he was 
a pioneer of the bar. 

In recent years he devoted his time to writing the 
history of the territory and his autobiography. 

In addition to his widow, other members of the 
family to attend the services will be his son, Darrell, 
of San Francisco, and two brothers, Harry of 
Buckley and Frank of Cambria, Calif. 
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Judge Wickersham 
Passes After Long 
Service in Alaska 

Early in the morning of October 24, a grand old 
man of Alaska, probably the most colorful and well 
known figure in the North, and a Brother Elk, 
passed away at St. Ann’s Hospital – The 
Honorable Judge James Wickersham. 

Few who saw the North did not know 
“Wickersham” as he was known to his friends.  
Few who came to the North were not known by 
Wickersham. 

Death came a the age of 82 years after nearly 
half of that span of life in Alaska, fighting for 

Alaska, serving Alaska, praising its wonders, 
writing its glories and living the Alaska life he so 
dearly loved. 

Surviving him were his widow and a son, Lieut. 
Comdr. Darrell P. Wickersham, of San Francisco. 

As Delegate from 1909 to 1921 and from 1931-
1933, Judge Wickersham’s principal achievement 
was the Alaska Act, known as the Wickersham Act, 
giving a measure of home rule to the Territory and 
setting up the system of government which still 
prevails. 

Judge Wickersham came to Alaska in 1900.  He 
lived a year at Eagle, a year at Nome, two years at 
Valdez and 16 at Fairbanks.  Since 1921 he had 
been a Juneau resident, maintaining an office in 
the Valentine Building and appearing bright and 
early almost every morning, even though in 
retirement. 

His “Bibliography of Alaskan Literature, 1724-
1934[1924]” won him lasting fame as an author 
and scholar.  His personal library, which has been 
kept intact in Alaska is admitted to be the finest 
Alaska library anywhere. 

Pioneer, lawyer, jurist, author, congressman and 
crusader, Wickersham has been in the center of 
more stormy controversies than any other figure 
who has grown up with Alaska. 

In the Sate of Washington they said jokingly that 
Senator Addison G. Foster, a political crony, sent 
Wickersham to Alaska to get him out of 
Washington politics, and if he did he tossed a 
whole hornet’s nest into the midst of the young 
northern Territory.  He was fated in the North to 
share in the cleanup of Nome which followed the 
upsetting of a famous mining conspiracy which 
served the further purpose of providing the material 
for Rex Beach’s novel, “The Spoilers.”  He was in 
the Fairbanks district during the early fight of the 
Guggenheim interests for an Alaska foothold.  
Some of the history of that early fight also was 
translated into novel form in Beach’s “Iron Trail.” 

Wickersham rode into Congress and stayed 
there on his anti-Guggenheim issue.  Originally a 
Republican, he became a “Progressive,” but more 
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than anything else he was a whole party by 
himself.  George Grigsby, the Democratic nominee, 
once was District Attorney at Nome and on the 
face of 1918 returns was elected as Delegate, but 
Wickersham contested and won the seat. 

While he spent long months in Washington 
awaiting the outcome of his contest, Wickersham 
worked on his Alaska history, which he 
subsequently retired to Juneau to finish. 

Among the important bills he introduced and 
succeeded in having passed in Congress were 
those incorporating the City of Fairbanks; 
establishing the  
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Territorial Legislature; authorizing the location and 
construction of a Federal Government Railroad 
from Seward to Fairbanks; providing for the 
granting by the Federal Government of four 
sections of land as a site for the Agricultural 
College and School of Mines, now the University of 
Alaska, and for the setting aside of Section 33 in 
each township in the Tanana Valley for the support 
of the educational institution; and authorizing the 
erection of the Territorial and Federal Building at 
Juneau. 

Judge Wickersham edited eight volumes of the 
Alaska Law Reports, and is the author of “Old 
Yukon,” a comprehensive historical work of 514 
pages, published the same year. 

Stormy, trigger-quick conversationalist, heavily 
knowledged “Wickersham” has left us and hit the 
trail with the other pioneers of Alaska that 
preceded him in death. 

Alaska lost a grand man who lived a grand life 
for Alaska. 

 
[clipping] 

IN MEMORIUM 
JAMES WICKERSHAM 
Born August 24, 1957 

Affiliated October 30, 1935 
Died October 23, 1939 

----------------------- 

HANS WICK 
[of Petersburg] 

Born March 9, 1882 
Initiated January 26, 1928 

Died October 28, 1939 
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[clipping] 
Bar Honors 
Late Judge 

Resolutions on Death of 
Wickersham Adopted 

at Ketchikan Court 
Last Saturday in the District Court at Ketchikan a 

joint report was presented to the court on behalf of 
the members of the bar of Juneau and Ketchikan 
on the death of Judge James Wickersham.  
Committees had been appointed the week before 
by the Bar Associations of the two places to 
prepare suitable resolutions. 

Upon presentation of the report the court set 
aside the remainder of the forenoon session to 
honor the memory of Judge Wickersham. 

Tributes were paid to the late member of the bar, 
jurist and distinguished citizen by H.L. Faulkner on 
behalf of the Juneau Bar, by Judge Lester O. Gore 
on behalf of the Ketchikan Bar and by Judge 
George F. Alexander. 

The proceedings were ordered spread upon the 
court records of November 4 and entered in the 
journals at Ketchikan and Juneau.  The following is 
the report and resolution: 

The proceedings of the Bar of Ketchikan and 
Juneau, appointed to prepare suitable resolutions 
on the death of Judge Wickersham, herewith 
present to the Court the following: 

Our esteemed friend and brother member of the 
Bar and former Judge of this Court, Honorable 
James Wickersham, after a long life and many 
useful years spent in the service of the Territory, 
having been called by death on October 24, 1939, 
at Juneau. 

And the members of the Bar of Ketchikan and of 



Juneau, feeling most keenly the loss of its most 
distinguished member; one who has made a name 
for himself which will live as long as recorded 
history; a name as Judge, Representative of 
Alaska in Congress, lawyer, friend, neighbor and 
citizen of the highest character, come now before 
the Court at Ketchikan, over which our esteemed 
friend at one time so ably presided, and request 
the Court to order spread upon the journal of this 
day’s proceedings, the following resolution: 

RESOLVED:  That in the death of Honorable 
James Wickersham the Territory of Alaska has lost 
one of its foremost, most beloved and most valued 
citizens, the Bar of Alaska one of its most 
distinguished and outstanding members, esteemed 
by all as one of the wisest and best, and his wife a 
loving husband, constant and dear companion and 
source of strength and happiness; 

That we extend to Mrs. Grace Wickersham our 
most profound sympathy, and while conscious of 
the fact that any attempt on our part to beguile her 
from her grief at this time would be weak and 
fruitless, we know that she will always take solemn 
pride in the privilege which was hers in the 
companionship of our late friend and brother at a 
time when his life was at its fullest and best. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: 
That on this day, in Open Court, a time be set 

aside to honor  the memory of Judge Wickersham, 
when the members of the Bar of this Court may 
express their appreciation of his work, and their 
sorrow in their loss and the loss of the Territory, 
and  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: 
That a copy of this Resolution, after being spread 

upon the journals of the court in Ketchikan and 
Juneau, be sent by the Clerk to Mrs. Wickersham. 

HARRY G. McCAIN, 
Chairman of Ketchikan Committee. 

H.L. FAULKNER, 
Chairman of Juneau Committee. 

ORDER 
IT IS HEREBY ORDERED, That the foregoing 

Report and Resolution of the Ketchikan and 

Juneau Bar Associations be spread upon the 
minutes of this day’s court proceedings and 
entered in the journals at Juneau and Ketchikan. 

DONE IN OPEN COURT at Ketchikan, Alaska, 
this 4th day of November, 1939. 

GEORGE F. ALEXANDER, 
District Judge. 
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 [clipping] 
WICKERSHAM 

WILL FILED 
FOR PROBATE 

{Empire, Nov. 22, 1939} 
Widow, Son Left $23,100 

Estate – Painting and 
Moose for Territory 

Bequeathing property valued conservatively at 
$23,100, the will of the late James Wickersham 
was offered for probate today at the office of U.S. 
Commissioner Felix Gray. 

The will, drawn by the former Judge and 
Delegate just 10 days before his death, left the bulk 
of the estate to the widow, Grace Wickersham of 
Juneau, and his son, Darrell Palmer Wickersham 
of San Francisco. 

To the Territory of Alaska was left a large oil 
painting of William H. Seward to be hung in the 
Governor’s office ands a great mounted moose 
head for the Territorial Legislative Hall.  The moose 
head, now in the Alaska Game Commission office, 
was a gift to Judge Wickersham by friends in 
Cordova in 1912 following passage of the Alaska 
Organic Act. 

Outside the widow, son and the Territory, there 
were no other beneficiaries. 

Library Left Widow 
The famous Wickersham library of Alaskan 

literature was left to Mrs. Wickersham with the 
hope that it might be sold in a body to “some 
institution of learning.”  In the petition for probate, 
also filed today, the library is estimated as worth 
$10,000.  The collection consists of books, 
histories, pictures, baskets and anthropological 
specimens. 

The will chose Mrs. Wickersham as executrix 
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and Darrell Wickersham as executor.  Witnesses to 
its signing on October 14 were Mildred R. Hermann 
and Russell A. Hermann.  Mrs. Hermann is 
representing Mrs. Wickersham in the probate 
procedure.  A hearing on the widow’s petition for 
probate and appointment of executrix has been set 
by Judge Gray for December 6. 

Wickersham requested in the will that his body 
be cremated and the ashes buried with the bodies 
of his first wife and their two sons at Tacoma.  The 
widow also is to be buried there if she so directs, 
the will provides. 

Property Listed 
To Mrs. Wickersham is left the Wickersham 

home and two lots at Seventh and Seward Streets, 
valued at $8,500; 160 acres of land near Homer; a 
house and lot between the Bishop Apartments and 
the Northern Light Presbyterian Church, valued at 
$3,000; the furnishings of the two houses, valued 
at $1,000; office equipment and lawbooks, valued 
at $500; three lots in Tacoma and two in Seattle; all 
other real and personal property in Alaska, and 
cash and credits estimated at $100. 

To the son is left a dairy ranch in the State of 
Washington, the cemetery lot in Tacoma where 
Darrell’s mother is buried; a gold nugget-covered 
watch and chain presented by the Fairbanks Bar in 
1907; a copy of the book, “Lewis and Dryden’s 
Marine History of the Pacific Northwest 1895,” and 
the Judge’s [Darrell’s] Grandmother’s family Bible 
“with her name, Susan Bell, on the cover.” 

Diary 47, 1939 
November 22 

22 
[clipping] 

{Alaska Press – Juneau} 
NOTICE OF HEARING ON PE- 

TITION FOR PROBATE OF 
WILL AND APPOINTMENT 

OF EXECUTRIX 
In the Probate Court for the 

Territory of Alaska, Division 
Number One, Juneau Precinct. 

Before the Honorable Felix 
Gray, United States, Commis- 
ioner and ex-officio probate 

judge. 
IN THE MATTER of the Last Will and Testament 

of James Wickersham, deceased. 
Notice is hereby given that Mrs. Grace 

Wickersham has petitioned the above entitled 
Court for an order directing the probate of the Last 
Will and Testament of James Wickersham, 
deceased and for the appointment of herself as 
executrix thereof, and of the estate of said 
decedent, and it is ordered that a hearing be held 
upon such petition before the undersigned at 
Juneau, Alaska, on the 6th day of December, 1939, 
at 10 A.M. at which time and place any person 
interested may appear and contest the petition as 
provided by law. 

Witness my hand and official seal this 22nd day of 
November, 1939, at Juneau, Alaska. 

(SEAL) 
FELIX GRAY 
U.S. Commissioner and 
ex-officio probate judge. 

First Pub. 11-22-1939 
Last Pub. 12-4-1939 
 
[clipping] 

JUDGE JAMES WICKERSHAM 
Funeral services for James Wickersham, 82 

years old, former United States District Court judge 
in Alaska and one-time congressional delegate 
from the territory, will be held at 3 o’clock Thursday 
at the Bonney-Watson Funeral Home. 

The Right Rev. Peter T. Rowe, bishop of the 
Episcopal Diocese of Alaska, who now is in 
California on business, will fly to Seattle to conduct 
the service, it was announced today.  The body of 
Judge Wickersham, who died last Tuesday in 
Juneau, resided in Tacoma before going to Alaska 
in 1900. 

Surviving are the widow, Grace, Juneau; a son, 
Darrell P. Wickersham, U.S.N., San Francisco; two 
brothers, Harry. of Buckley, Pierce County, and 
Frank Wickersham, Cambria, Calif., and a niece, 
Ruth Coffin, Seattle. 

Diary 47, 1941 30 



March 30 [clipping] 
{Alaska  

Daily Empire 
March 30, 1941 

Seward Portrait 
Given to Territory 
By Wickersham Estate 

Carrying out an expressed desire of the late 
Judge James Wickersham, the oil painting of 
Secretary William H. Seward which long adorned 
the Wickersham home was presented to the 
Territory on Alaska’s Seward Day by Mrs. Grace 
Wickersham. 

The Judge, a lifetime student of everything that 
pertained to Alaska’s past, regarded this painting 
as the best of several portraits that had been made 
of the Secretary of State who negotiated the 
Alaska purchase from Russia.  It was painted by H. 
Kauffman in the latter years of the Secretary’s life.  
The canvas is about two and one-half by three and 
one-half feet in dimension and is incased in a well-
designed gilt frame with glass. 

In accepting the painting on behalf of the 
Territory, Governor Gruening said, “Alaska is 
grateful for the gift of this excellent portrait of the 
man to whom we are chiefly indebted for bringing 
this great north country into the fold of the United 
States.  Without his vision and tenacity of purpose 
there can be little doubt but that Alaska would 
today be foreign soil.  We can be sure that Judge 
Wickersham was well aware that acquaintanceship 
with such significant mementos of the past as this 
portrait helps to stimulate pride and interest in this 
Territory among Alaskans.  As a leader among 
those who pioneered the work of implanting 
American culture and institutions in this new land 
he, himself, doubtless drew inspiration to carry on 
from his constant delving into Alaska’s rich 
historical background.” 

The picture is to be hung on the walls of the 
broad staircase leading up from the main floor in 
the Governor’s House. 

Diary 47, 1941 
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[clipping] 

THE ALASKA WEEKLY, 
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 26, 1941 

WICKERSHAM LIBRARY 
IS DELIVERED 

Library of the Late Judge 
Wickersham Taken Over by 

Territory of Alaska 
JUNEAU.- Mrs. James Wickersham, widow of 

the late Judge Wickersham, former Alaska 
delegate to Congress, will receive $17,500 for her 
husband’s library of Alaskan documents and 
literature, it was announced by Gov. Ernest 
Gruening. 

A sum not to exceed $20,000 was set aside by 
the Territorial Museum and Library here.  The grant 
to Mrs. Wickersham will leave $2,50 to defray the 
cost of cataloguing the volumes and putting them 
in shape for use in the Territorial Library, it was 
explained. 

The purchase of the books was completed at a 
meeting of the museum board in the governor’s 
office.  The books have already been turned over 
to the Territorial Library, it was explained, but no 
adequate accommodations for their display have 
been arranged. 
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John Wickersham 
My Cousin – Patoka, Illinois 
Now in the Masonic Home. 

Sullivan, Illinois. 
 

Diary 42, 1933 
January 1-3 

New Years Day 1933. 
Am enjoying a case of flu & keeping close to the 
House. 

Jany 2. 
Same as yesterday. 

Jany. 3rd. 
Com. on Territories took up my bill to authorize 
$100,000 bonds by Fairbanks School Building to 
replace building burned.  After some amendments 
which I suggested - cutting from $150,000 to 
$100,000 - bill was ordered favorably reported & I 
was asked to draw the Report.  I am writing a letter 
to John W. Troy on the Power of the Legislature 
under Sec. 3 of the Organic Act - trying to set his 
mind straight. 

Diary 42, 1933 
January 4-5 

Jany 4th  
Continuing my letter to Troy. 
Wrote the Report for Parsons, Member of 
Territories Committee in favor of the Bill, H.R. 
13959, to allow Fairbanks to issue bonds 
$100,000. for constructing a new School House in 
place of that burned Dec. 4.  I am going to Dr. 
Carver daily with my infected leg - it is healing 
nicely. 

-5- 
Ex President Calvin Coolidge died at noon today - 
heart disease.  He was a good man - a typical 
Yankee. 
Busy trying to get Fairbanks School bond bill 

passed before the end of the session. 

Diary 42, 1933 
January 6-7 

-6- 
The death of ex President Coolege has thrown 
business in Congress into disorder - President 
Hoover & many other prominent men to tonight to 
attend his funeral, & little can be done until their 
return.  I have had an infected ankle for a week but 
it is now growing well - I hope. 
Nothing out of the ordinary. 

-7th - 
Sorting my Chapters of Old Yukon Trails & trying to 
get order out of a long neglected Ms.  Since I will 
have some spare time I will work on it a week or so 
- before we have to begin to pack our office 
material for the trip back to Alaska - and Home! 

Diary 42, 1933 
January 8-10 

-8- 
Sunday - bad cough - am still arranging chapters in 
my Ms. “Old Yukon Trails.” 

-9- 
Harry & Mrs. Donnelly, from Flat, Alaska called - 
they are enroute to Phil. to see family.  Mifs Bedell, 
deaconess of Episcopal School at Tanana called - 
she is a rapid talker - but knows what she is talking 
about.  We sent her to see the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs! 

-10- 
Dr. Carver - physician for Congress, told me today 
that my leg ailment came very close to being a 
serious matter.  He calls it - I think – “celluites” - a 
breaking down 

Diary 42, 1933 
January 10-11 

10 
of body cells etc. and says if I had neglected it the 
result of its spread might have ended my life, etc. 
But we caught it in time he says & it is now under 
control.  He has my leg baked every day by infra 
red rays from his special lamps prepared for the 
purpose.   
Parsons filed a report which was prepared by me 
recommending passage of the Fairbanks bond bill. 

-11th - 
Mr. & Mrs. C. Earl. Vrooman - of Graces family 
called at the office tonight & we had a good family 



visit.  They want to go to Alaska to teach school. 

Diary 42, 1933 
January 12-13 

-12- 
Have this day received copy of house Report No 
1841, authorizing favorable consideration H.R. 
13959, submitted by Mr. Parsons, of Ill, but written 
by myself - in Favor of issuing $100,000 bonds by 
the Town of Fairbanks to rebuild the School house 
burned some time ago.  The town asked for 
$150,000 but it appears they have $50,000 
insurance on old buildings - after listening to Bob. 
Bloom, merchant of Fairbanks, the Com, decided 
that $100,000 bonds & the insurance was 
sufficient. 

-13- 
I appeared today before the Senate Committee on 
Appropriations and urged that the item omitted 
from 

Diary 42, 1933 
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13 
the Interior Dept. Appropriation bill for the 
continuance of the Alaska Geological Survey be 
again put into the bill by Senate amendment.  
Senator Smoot, chairman, as usual, does not seem 
kindly dispositioned toward Alaska and did not 
favor my efforts but Senator Kendrick & several 
others did.  I cannot tell what the Committee may 
do - but anyway I presented the matter so they 
understood it. 

-14th - 
Went to Atty. Genl. office & conferred with Cosier & 
Caldwell about the form of a bill to allow appeals in 
Alaska in Misdemeanor Cases.  Prepared a new 
bill & introduced it today to agree with their ideas & 
mine also. 

Diary 42, 1933 
January 15 

-15- 
I have just concluded my second reading of 
Macauleys History of England.  I found it deeply 
interesting.  To my surprise I found in the 2nd Vol. 
Everymans Ed. pp. 356-388-‘90 information about 
the commanding general of the French Army sent 
to Ireland to replace James 2. on the throne - one 
Lt. Genl. von Rosen - a Livonian, & I am wondering 
if that is the same Von Rosen who was the reputed 

father of Martha - a Livonian serf girl - who became 
the mistress - wife & the Empress of Peter the 
Great! 
I have just written a letter to the Librarian of 
Congress asking his research clerks to ascertain 
that fact for me! 

Diary 42, 1933 
January 15-16 

-15 – continued. 
We had lunch today with Mr. & Mrs. John Allen 
Davis - a good talk about Alaska - books - writings, 
etc.  She let me see the pictures which go into her 
new book “Sourdough Gold” - some of which I 
gave her. 

-16- 
Hearing this morning before the Com. on Mines 
and Mining on my bill, H.R. 498, to repeal the Act 
of Aug. 1, 1912, -limiting placer miring locations. 
The Com. of the General Land office & 2 of his 
assistants attended.  Hearing before sub-
Committee - Arentz, Parsons & Cole.  I explained 
my view & the Comr. G.L.O. -& his aide asked 

Diary 42, 1933 
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16 
to have the matter adjourned until next Monday so 
they might consider the situation - agreed to: 
 On call of the Consent Calendar today in the 
House, the Fairbanks Bond bill, the Seward flume 
bill & a bill relieving mining assessment work on 
mining claims, including Alaska, were passed, - 
H.R. 6733, H.R. 13959, & H.J. Res. 532. 

-17- 
Jack Underwood called and asked if I intended to 
object to the passage of the Jones Bill, - a bill 
introduced by Senator Jones in the Senate to leave 
trap sites in Alaska to cannery owners, etc.  I told 
him I did not intend to object - or appear in the 
matter - in any way, on account 

Diary 42, 1933 
January 17-18 

17 
of my former employment in the preparation of a 
similar bill for the Alaska cannerymen in Feb. 1928.  
He seems to be interested in securing the passage 
of the bill & said he would talk to Senator White, 
who has charge of the bill in the Senate and 
explain my attitude.  I told him that would be 
agreeable to me.  I have a typist rewriting some of 
my chapters in “Old Yukon Trails.” 
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-18- 
Called at the Senate Chamber to see Senator 
Norris but found him in conference & must go 
again.  Sutherland wants me to get him to arrange 
an interview for him, through Senator Norris, with 
President-elect Roosevelt! 

Diary 42, 1933 
January 19 

-19- 
Saw Senator Norris today & had a good talk with 
him about Sutherlands wish to talk with Pres. Elect 
Roosevelt.  Norris suggested best way was for Dan 
to apply to Roosevelts Sec. for a date, etc. Also 
told Norris that O’Malley, Comr. of Fisheries in 
Alaska, had protected & preserved Alaska Salmon 
etc. 
got that idea across - but he said he did not know 
O’Malley etc.  Have asked Will Steel to go in and 
tell O’Malley about result - I will write to Sutherland 
& he must make his own approach to the President 
elect! 

Diary 42, 1933 
January 20 

-20- 
Wrote to Putman, Librarian, asking for search 
about Van Rosen, reputed father of Catherine I, - 
also about her place of birth, - date, etc.  Answer 
that the search will be made. 
 Applied to law research in Library for settlement 
of a law point in relation to placer Mining law 
muddle in Alaska.  It is being attended to.  The law 
research office asked me about the gathering of 
Russian items about the status of Alaska Indians 
under Russian Rule.  Called their attention to the 
case of In vs Minook, 2 Alaska p. 200. - interested! 

Diary 42, 1933 
January 21-22 

-21- 
Have had the Chapters of “Old Yukon Trails” 
retyped and am today reading copy on them.  I 
have two last chapters in mind - but not yet written. 

-22- 
Sunday - at work on last two chapters of my Ms - 
Old Yukon Trails. 
I am in receipt of a memorandum from Herbert 
Putnam, Librarian Congressional Library, written by 
Dr. Henry E. Bourne, consultant in European 
history, about the parentage of Catherina I, 
Empress following her husband Peter the Great, 
etc.  I do not feel satisfied with Bournes 

conclusions & will call & talk with him about it. 

Diary 42, 1933 
January 23 

-23- 
Hearings closed before house Com. on Mines & 
Mining on my W.R. 498 - Com. of the Genl. Land 
office & his attorneys object to extending general 
placer mining laws to Alaska, say Act of Aug 1, 
1912 is not yet repealed - Laws passed by Alaska 
Legislature on mining etc. void & of no effect.  I 
urge them to offer bill to clear up situation - they 
refuse.  The matter will stand this way until next 
Congress shall act.  I will be interested to see what 
action Delegate Dimond suggests. 

Diary 42, 1933 
January 24 

-24- 
Put twenty five hundred dollars into Postal Savings 
Account in Washington P.O. & applied for bonds in 
place hereof - which cannot be issued until July 1st. 
Sent a copy of my Bibliography to Henry Stevens, 
Son & Stiles, 39 Great Russell St. London, W.C. 4, 
with my compliments.  They are Book sellers & 
send me catalogues. 
Specimen of wooden trade money being issued in 
the State of Washington to aid business during the 
depression: I think it is more advertising than 
business!!  [Thin wood coin glued to page.  Says 
PEACE ARCH    BLAINE, WASH.  WOODEN 5¢ 
NICKEL] 

Diary 42, 1933 
January 25 

-25- 
Writing Chap. 25 - last but one in my Old Yukon 
Trails.  It is a hard one for a modest man to write! 
 The Senate Com. having the Int. Dept. Appro. bill 
before it restored 1/2 of the appropriation for 
Alaska Geol. Survey work - I made the effort before 
the Com. & feel much pleased at the result. 
 Hearing on H.R. 6733, Seward Flood Control bill 
- before Senate Com. on Commerce.  Senator 
Johnson ch.  Senator Howell, of Nebraska, 
opposed vigorously, declared it was not public use 
- money wasted, not for protection 
of U.S. Railroad or public buildings, etc. quoted 

Diary 42, 1933 
January 25 

25 
Ohlson, Mgr. Railroad as saying it was not a 
protection to the Railroad etc.  I supported bill 



quietly but earnestly - but I think Howell will prevent 
its passage - or even favorable report.  I sent a 
telegram to the Mayor & Council of Seward telling 
them of the hearing on the flood control bill & 
Howells fight against it.  Urged that they get 
Ohlson, Mgr. of the railroad to send Johnson, Ch. 
of Senate Com. on Commerce, saying the flume 
was a protection to the Railroad!  Also sent copy of 
that telegram to the Sec’s of Interior & War! 
I suggested action about Ohlson to Sec. of 
Interior!! 

Diary 42, 1933 
January 26-27 

-26- 
Received a letter from Mr. John W. Troy, Editor of 
the Juneau Daily Empire, now in California saying 
he was coming to Washington before March 4, and 
asking me to write a letter to James A. Farley, 
Chairman of the Democratic Nat. Com. at New 
York and another to the President elect, Mr. 
Roosevelt on his behalf as a candidate for 
Governor of Alaska.  While he has fought me at 
every election in which I have been a candidate 
since 1908, I shall write the letters, 

-27- 
Received a letter from Mr. John W. Troy, Editor of 
the Juneau Daily Empire, now in California saying 
he was coming to Washington before March 4, and 
asking me to write a letter to James A. Farley, 
Chairman of the Democratic Nat. Com. at New 
York and another to the President elect, Mr. 
Roosevelt on his behalf as a candidate for 
Governor of Alaska.  While he has fought me at 
every election in which I have been a candidate 
since 1908, I shall write the letters, 
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27 
for this reason:  Some Democrat must be 
appointed - the Democratic organization in Alaska 
has unanimously endorsed him - and in my 
judgment he is the very best man in his party in 
Alaska to serve in that office!  I would rather see 
him in the office - for the benefit of the Territory 
than any other man in his party - hence the letters. 

-28th – 
Nothing important - just work. 
Grace remains at home much these days 

arranging her studies on Vrooman genealogy! 
-29th - 

Mr. B.M. Behrends, Juneau banker came to town 
today 

Diary 42, 1933 
January 29-30 

29 
and tonight Grace & I had dinner with him at the 
Raleigh Hotel.  He is one of our friends and we 
greatly enjoyed meeting him here. 

-30th - 
Mr. Behrends called at the office 
I telephoned to Major Malcolm Elliott & he came up 
form the War Department & we had lunch together 
at the House café.  We visited the House at its 
opening, heard a finance bill discussed for half an 
hour.  Grace & the others went over to the Senate 
visited the capitol - the new Dept. of Commerce 
Bldg etc.  He will go to New York tomorrow - was 
glad to be courteous to him & he appreciates his 
visit with us.  Have had a bad case of intestine flu! 

Diary 42, 1933 
January 31- 
February 2 

-31- 
Laid up most of the day with flu - but completed 
last - but one - may be the last, Chap. of Old Yukon 
Trails. 

-Feb 1.- 
In answer to Lizzie Wickersham’s letter asking for 
loan of $250.  I sent her that sum today as a loan - 
wrote Darrell - sent him Lizzies letter. 
Sent night letter telegram to W.A. Winden, Tacoma 
urging him to send me my act. for last year for 
Income Tax Report. 

-2- 
In bed all day with intestinal flue – Dr. Calver 
treating me. 

Diary 42, 1933 
February 3-4 

-3- 
Flu better - but full of new cold - in my nose. 
Working on Table of Contents for my Old Yukon 
Trails Ms. 

-4- 
Flu about dissipated. 
Have this day written two letters - one to President-
elect Roosevelt the other to Farley, Demo. Ch. 
National Committee endorsing John W. Troy for 
governor of Alaska.  I wrote as a citizen & 
Republican - In his letter dated Jany 17, 1933 Troy 
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asked me to write the letters, & I do so gladly for I 
think him the best man in his party in Alaska to 
have that office. 
No chance for a Republican. 

Diary 42, 1933 
February 5 

-5- 
Sunday - Typed, signed & forwarded letters to 
Farley and President -elect Roosevelt endorsing 
Troy for Governor. 
Typist finishing last pages of my Old Yukon Trails - 
Mrs. Mary Lee Davis, author “Uncle Sam’s Attic” - 
Alaska has asked to be allowed to read my Ms. & I 
will send it to her for that purpose.  She resides at 
1616, Sixteenth St. Wash. D.C.  I shall make no 
effort to get a publisher - there is no demand for 
new books now & I will hold it till I get to Seattle & 
then let Erickson read & suggest further efforts. 

Diary 42, 1933 
February 6-7 

-6- 
Have begun the work of examining & destroying a 
great mass of letters which have come to me from 
Alaska during the last two years.  They are no 
longer important & being more or less personal 
must be destroyed. 

-7- 
Same as yesterday.  A small bill relating to a tract 
of public land at Nome was passed by the house 
today.  I introduced the bill at request of the Int. 
Dept - but it will probably not pass the Senate - 
owing to that body being far behind with its work. 

Diary 42, 1933 
February 8-11 

-8- 
May my income tax returns today - my tax amounts 
to the sum of $396.71/100! 

-9- 
Getting all hearings, reports etc. on Alaskan bills 
and other matters ready for binding - when bound 
at the Public Printing office they will be forwarded 
to me at Juneau. 

-10- 
Sorting - destroying - packing 
I am going through my correspondence files etc, 
and destroying useless letters, rearranging matters 
to leave for my succession, etc. 

-11th - 
Same as yesterday. 

Diary 42, 1933 
February 12-14 

-12- 
Writing last Chap. of my Old Yukon Trails Ms. 

-13- 
H.L. Faulkner, of Juneau, here & went to lunch with 
Grace & me.  Mr. Flory here also, & this afternoon 
Mr.& Mrs. J.L. Berg, of Ketchikan called for a 
moment. Sent my Income Tax Report & draft for 
$396.71 to Burns Poe, Collector Internal Revenue, 
at Tacoma. 

-14- 
Had Flory & Faulkner to dinner & cards tonight at 
the Congressional Club. 
Hard at work cleaning up office for packing for 
Home! 
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-15- 
Same as usual. 

-16- 
About finished with arranging & sorting office 
papers. 

-17- 
Writing the last chapter of my Old Yukon Trails - as 
usual in the office. 

-18th - 
Dr. Sirovich, from New York, is the leading member 
of the special Sub-Committee of the Com. on 
Indian Affairs having to do with Alaska Indians, etc.  
He introduced H.J. Resolutions Nos. 601 & 602, on 
the 15th - 601 is a resolution “To create a 
commission in f 6 individuals to be appointed by 
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the President to investigate and study problems 
with respect to the Indians in Alaska.”  No. 602 
provides that the same studies etc. shall be made 
by a joint Committee of 6 members - 3 of the 
Senate and 3 of the house!  There is no apparent 
connection between these two bodies & I assume 
that the purpose of introducing both is to let the 
Com. on Indian Affairs take its choice.  Any way I 
am glad to see action in the matters.  Evidently Dr. 
Sirovich takes the matter seriously & I hope the 
House Com. on Indian Affairs will also - My friend 
Frasier is Ch. of the Com. on Indian Affairs in the 
Senate & something may come of the movement. 
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-19th - 
Sunday - finishing up the last chapter in Old Yukon 
Trails 
Received a reply to my letter to President-elect 
Roosevelt - signed by Farley or Howe - (the 
signature is so badly written that I cannot be sure 
which) acknowledging receipt of my latter 
recommending Troy for Governor of Alaska & 
saying: I note your observation that an early 
appointment should be made, and your letter will 
be placed before the Senator, on his return, for 
consideration!  This refers to the return of 
Roosevelt from his 10 day rest & fishing trip to the 
Bahama islands! 

Diary 42, 1933 
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-20th – 
Recd. a nice note from Mary Lee Davis saying she 
& her husband are reading my Ms. “Old Yukon 
Trails” - that is interesting - but they are making 
some criticisms as to arrangement etc.  They will 
finish reading it in two or three days, etc.  Am now 
finished with the last Chapter - will make a final 
index! 

-21st – 
Same in the office. 

-22- 
Received 7 tickets to the Inaugural Ceremony in 
front of Capitol, etc. 
Also Mary Lee Davis returns my Ms, Old Yukon 
Trails with criticisms - generally good. 

Diary 42, 1933 
February 23-24 

-23- 
Grace went over to New York this morning to 
examine some genealogical records - 
Packing boxes & trunk in office with official papers 
etc. 
Got the Yakutat & So. Ry. land bill through the 
House tonight. 

-24- 
Packed and sent of 9 mail bags of books, office 
files etc. addressed to myself at Juneau.  Another 
bag & three boxes will take all my office materials. 
I am just in receipt of a fine copy of “Davidov & 7 
Khostov’s “Account of two Voyages to America, 
1810-12, in the original Russian 
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from Otto Lange, Bookseller, Florence, Italy - It is 
the best copy of that book - No 6152, Biblio. 
Alaskan Literature, & I am greatly pleased to get it - 
it is a rare book - cost me $1070. 

-25- 
Have my office material etc. packed & am 
practically ready to deliver up the office when my 
successor gets here - next week. 
Had Mr. & Ms John Allen Davis to dinner at the 
Methodist Bldg. dining room - then they came over 
to the office and we spent two pleasant hours - 
talking Alaska & “Old Yukon Trails” - which both 
have read in Ms. they made many good 
suggestions! 

Diary 42, 1933 
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-26th – 
Sunday - blustery weather. 
Stage for President - elect Roosevelt in front of 
Capitol completed - seats for the people & tickets 
issued - for ceremony of inaugural on Mch 4th. 
Grace is home from her trip to New York & Albany 
- on the hunt for a Dutch Ancestor! 

-27th - 
Anthony J. Dimond, my successor as Delegate 
came today - also J.J. Connors of Juneau, the 
Democratic National Committeeman for Alaska and 
a candidate for Collector of Customs.  Both came 
to my office where we received 
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most kindly.  We had a package of mail for 
Dimond.  I tried to persuade him to file on my office 
& the adjoining room - gave him a mass of books, 
etc. relating to Alaska and offered to do anything I 
could to get him started off properly.  He seemed to 
think well of my offers!  They tell me that John W. 
Troy, Democratic candidate for Governor of Alaska 
- Ed. Juneau Empire, will reach Washington 
tonight. 
Grace & I have invited the Dimonds (his wife is with 
him) & Mr. & Mrs. Connors to dinner for tomorrow 
evening at the Congressional Club - they have 
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accepted & we will ask Troy also as soon as he 
arrives.  Tomorrow I hope to be able to get Dimond 
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to meet some of the Democratic Congressmen. 
Grace & I had dinner tonight with Faulkner 
(attorney from Juneau) at the Washington Hotel. 
Finished packing & sent out two mail boxes filled 
with official matter to my home in Juneau. 
I am amused - Conners says he hopes some one 
tells the Atty. General about Harry Mortons 
character - it seems that he & other respectable 
Democrats do not want Harry appointed as Judge 
in the 3rd Div. - but Harry will be here in a day 
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or two in person, with the approval of the Divisional 
Democratic organization to press his candidacy - 
the leaders do not want him appointed but also do 
not want to appear to object!  I shall keep out of the 
mess & let the leaders carry their own burdens!!  
He was one of Dimonds most active supporters in 
the 3rd Div - so let Tony do it! 
Recd, a complimentary copy of “Sewards Ice Box” 
- compiled & written by Archie W. Shiels, a private 
publication, but with much good material between 
its first & last pages. 

Diary 42, 1933 
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-28th - 
Harry Donnelly & wife, Flat, Alaska, some to town - 
Harry in office! 
We had Mr. & Mrs. Dimond & Mr. & Mrs. Jim 
Connors, of Alaska to dinner at the Congressional 
Club - Dinner good. 
Dimond & I left after that & Connors & the ladies 
played cards.  Troy not here yet.  Will Steel seems 
determined to get Dan Sutherland down here & 
fight Democratic nominees for appointment in 
Alaska.  I will not fight for these nominees carried 
the Ter. by a big majority & I favor letting the 
people there have the men they endorsed! 
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If they are bad I hope they will find it out, but if we 
carry on a fight against them those who voted for 
them will always look upon them as martyrs & 
abuse us for opposing them - so I will let them 
alone!  I also resent the proposed action of Dan & 
Steel, but particularly of the latter for his activities 
will be denounced as the result of my interference - 
when it is not true. 

 Evidently the Democratic leaders in Alaska are in 
disagreement over the spoils as is shown by the 
following clipping taken from the Strollers Weekly 
of Feb. 17th 
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[clipping] 

The Stroller’s Weekly 
Published Every Friday 

By the 
CAPITOL PUBLISHING CO., INC. 

E.S. Evans, Manager 
ALASKA DEMOCRATS HOPELESSLY SPLIT 

The threatened breach in the Democratic party in 
Alaska flamed into open warfare as a result of the 
recent meeting to dole out patronage in 
the Territory and Federal offices.  Reports indicate 
a  three-way split with the “administration” 
Democrats holding the sack. 
 Sparks flew at the meeting recently, in Juneau, at 
which the “Grigsby Democrats” soundly trounced 
the “old guard,” and it is reported that Delegate-
elect Dimond left the meting when it was evident 
that an open rift was immint.  The breach thus 
opened flamed forth again a few days later when 
the “young Democrats” of Ketchikan notified the 
Delegate-elect that they would not support the 
candidates nominated at the Juneau meeting, and 
issued a threat to oppose him in the next election 
should he do so.  It is commonly supposed that this 
Democratic group has the backing of the Indian 
leaders, who in turn, will propose a slate to oppose 
that patched together by the two opposing factions. 
 At the Juneau meeting, the Grigsby faction 
soundly trounced the old guard by slipping over 
two nominations, those of Mahoney for Marshal in 
opposition to Jim McCloskey, the old guard candi-
date, and Holtzheimer for District Attorney, and 
blocking the nomination of J. Hellenthal for District 
Judge.  Mr. Holtzheimer, it is also reported, was 
promised the nomination for Judge in case any 
“first 
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choice” for this office in any division failed of 
confirmation.  In this way, he is probably the only 



man in the Territory who now has an option on 
either of two positions. 
 Chuckling by the insurgents over the victory thus 
achieved, however, was short lived. The third 
group announced open revolt. The “young 
Democrats” 
are no mean contenders, either, as they claim to 
have 2500 votes up their sleeves for use when the 
battle finally starts.  In the meantime, we hear 
“harmony” were there is no harmony; cooperation 
where there is no cooperation; and see great 
clouds of smoke emanating from the place where 
there is said to be no fire. 
 The hope of the “administration group” or “old 
guard” now is being directed toward a speedy 
confirmation of Troy for Governor, realizing that if 
he loses, all will be lost, and that the control of the 
party in Alaska will pass into the enemy camp.  In 
the meantime, “Doc” Walker of Ketchikan is 
expected to announce his candidacy for Marshal, 
and Zeigler his candidacy for District Judge. 

March 1st, 1933. 
Packed & ready to go - on Saturday. 
John W. Troy, Dem. candidate for Governor of 
Alaska and J.J. Connor, candidate for Collector of 
Customs, Alaska, came in 
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to pay their respects, etc. this evening.  I gave Troy 
copy of each of my letters to President-elect 
Roosevelt & Farley, Chairman Dem. Nat. 
Committee & soon to be appointed as the 
Postmaster General, also the reply of Howe, Sec. 
to Roosevelt, & Farley to my letters.  Troy seemed 
greatly pleased at the tone of my letters & 
expressed his gratitude for my action in writing 
them very generously. 
We discussed the matter of appointments in 
Alaska, and I told them I was not going to meddle 
in any way in their matters - was entirely friendly 
etc. etc. etc. 
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-March 2 - 
Early this Morning Senator Walsh of Montana, died 
on the train coming through North Carolina enroute 
to Washington from Cuba where he was married 

three days ago to a handsome & wealthy widow 
resident in Cuba.  Senator Walsh was to be 
appointed the Attorney General of the U.S. on 
Saturday - or Monday by President Roosevelt.  He 
was a great lawyer & a good citizen - & one of my 
friends. 
This afternoon Senator Howell of Nebraska died in 
the hospital here in Washington.  He was the Ch. 
of the Special Com. of the Special Com. on the 
Alaska Railroad & not 
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friendly to our Territory.   
 John J. Ballaine, of Seattle, who is a candidate 
for Asst. Sec. of the Int. Dept. called; I told him that 
Ex-Gov. Thomas Riggs, of Alaska, now residing in 
New York, was also a candidate for the same office 
- John was surprised & I expect to see a squabble 
between them for that office.  Other Alaskans 
Democrats (Demo) are in town - all candidates.  
The Death of two Senators in one day complicates 
the Inaugural Ceremonies. 
Later: the rumor that Senator Howell had died is 
false - he still lives though near deaths door (died 
later) 
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-Mch 3rd - 
Packed - and ready to go Home - 14 years of 
service ended - though I am not disappointed and 
value what I have accomplished for Alaska.  While 
it is not all I wished to do it is enough to make me 
feel that my service for the Territory has not been 
in vain - I am satisfied my work will be long 
remembered as beneficial to Alaska, rather than 
damaging to the country.  I think the balance is in 
my favor & that is some consolation. 

Diary 42, 1933 
March 4 

Saturday March 4, 1933. 
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt inaugurated 
today amid a great gathering of people.  A good 
day – cloudy, but no rain - Grace had a ticket to the 
Senate Gallery where she had a good view of the 
proceedings in the Senate, where President 
Hoover first appeared - then the President-elect 
Roosevelt - Garner was first inducted into office as 
President of the Senate - the house of Reps came 
in a body - Diplomatic Corps, Army heads, Cabinet 
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of Hoover etc. and crowded galleries -V.P. Curtis 
President H. 

Diary 42, 1933 
March 4 

4 
Curtis administered the oath of office to Garner, 
new Senators sworn in - the Congressional Record 
has a clear statement of the ceremonies.  After the 
Senate proceedings closed we were gathered on 
the front capitol steps - wooden platform stage for 
President & party.  Loud speaker - amplifier sent 
his good voice far out over a crowd of 150,000 
people who heard every word.  Not much 
enthusiasm - mostly curiosity!  Inaugural address 
seemed hopeful for the future - but recognized 
great national depression with vague plan of curing 
it. 
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[two inauguration ceremony tickets] 
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Sunday. 5th  
Packing our household personal clothing etc. in 
trunks & hope to start home in 3 or 4 days - 
Dan Sutherland was in the office yesterday 
afternoon.  We had a long talk about Alaska 
appointments - he said he would rather see John 
W. Troy appointed. Governor than Bunnell & would 
not object to aid appointment although he preferred 
a big man - a man having large experience in 
public life & in business to an Alaskan.  Said he 
hoped to come to Alaska some time this year - but 
he will not! 
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-6th - 
Most of our household things - furniture, etc. sold 
to Dr. & Mrs. Summers, ex Member of Congress 
from Walla Walla, Washington whose term as 
Representative ended but who has an appointment 
as a physician in the Veterans Bureau & will 
remain in Washington.  Packed the remainder for 
shipment home - 4 Post office packages etc.  Sent 
the Ms. of my “Yukon Trails” to Erickson, manager 
of the Lowman & Hanford Co. Seattle, by 
Registered mail - value $300. with letter asking him 
to read it - also sent him Mrs. Mary Lee Davis letter 
of criticism. 
Mayor Cermak, of Chicago 
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shot at Miami, Florida, by the Italian assassin who 
shot at the President elect Roosevelt missing him 
killed Cermak who died today. 
Special Session of Congress is called by President 
Roosevelt for Thursday, March 8th! 
He also issued Ex. Order closing all banks in the 
United States -to be followed by other orders 
easing – the money situation!  Gave up my office 
today to Congressman Beerman, of Iowa!  Dimond 
took rooms on 4th floor of the House Office Bldg 
(old Bldg) Gave up our rooms at Methodist Bldg 
and took others at the Hotel Plaza farther up the 
same street toward the Union Depot. 
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-7th – 
Grace was very tired from packing & moving.  We 
rested today - Raining - bought a new hat & some 
shirts. 

-8th – 
Loafing, - got my big trunks packed with H.H. 
goods, off  by freight - cost me $1165 to Seattle. 

-9th - 
Bought my tickets to Seattle & Pullman space to 
Chicago.  I am going to stop off for some days in 
Chicago & go down to Patoka - Marion Co. Ill, to 
my old boyhood home. Will get John 
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Wickersham, my cousin, down from Sullivan & we - 
and Grace - will get an automobile & travel around 
the roads on which I drove mules & hauled logs to 
my fathers mill - for a few days.  Settled my salary 
account with the Sargent at Arms of the House. 
Bal. due me to date $3672.85 
Recd. Cash                672.85 
Bal. with S. at Arms.$3000.00 
I do not want to carry that sum in my pocked on the 
trains, in the turmoil of banking business today I 
will not take bank drafts of any kind - so I will leave 
the $3000 on deposit with the S. at A., a 
government 
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depository & draw directly on it from Juneau - he 
will send me U.S. drafts - on the U.S. Treas. which 
will be good at all times. 



 My tickets (2) from Washington to Seattle, via 
Chicago & San Francisco with 2 pullman sleepers 
(lowers) to Chicago, cost me $244.95 
Nearly all the banks in the U.S. are closed for a 
week - to save those upon which depositors are 
making runs making business bad & I fear getting 
worse. 

-10th - 
We left Wash- today on the Pennsylvania Railway - 
Grace spent her time calling on her lady friends - 
bought some Congressional Club 
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dishes, etc.  We called together on Mrs. Mary Lee 
Davis to bid her goodbye. 
Have not seen any of the Alaska politicians for 3 
days.  Nothing done yet about Alaska 
appointments & may be nothing done for weeks - 
no beer, no offices, no notice of Alaska - the 
Alaska bosses are beginning to wonder! They will 
have to wait until the President & his advisers get 
the financial conditions in better shape - nothing 
else is being considered & that is so full of political 
dynamite that an explosion. (Democratic) may spoil 
all well laid plans before they materialize. 
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An earthquake reported as of yesterday evening at 
Los Angeles vicinity - many people killed, much 
property destroyed. 

-11th - 
A cold night on the train & we came into Chicago at 
the end of a snow storm. 
Reports from the Los Angeles Earthquake say that 
it is -or was - a bad one. 
150 or 200 people killed, etc.  No great damage 
from fire as there was at San Francisco in 1906. 
Sent telegram to my cousin John Wickersham, at 
Sullivan, Illinois saying he would meet me in 
Patoka tomorrow.  We will travel on the I.C. Ry to 
Centralia & then up to 
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Patoka either by Ry. or auto. 
Grace & I visited the new Chicago World Fair 
grounds - saw the new buildings - road etc. etc. all 
in a state of construction. 

Rode up the north side lake boulevard & saw what 
one can see from the interior of an auto, on a dark 
day.  We are stopping at the Palmer Hotel, and 
have our Ry. tickets for So. Illinois where we start 
at 10 oclock tomorrow morning. 

-12th - 
Left Chicago on the Illinois Central Ry. for Centralia 
-arrived Centralia in late afternoon & got an 
automobile at the hotel to drive us to Patoka - put 
up at the 
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Central Hotel kept by Sam & Mrs. Hudspeth - Sam 
was one of my early Patoka schoolmasters - his 
family lived a mile or so east of town.   Found John 
Wickersham waiting there for us - he arrived were 
yesterday - from Sullivan, Ill. where he is an inmate 
of the Masonic Home.  He looked as he did 20 
years ago when he met Mother & me at Greenville.  
We called on Mrs. Sue Wickersham the Widow of 
Ben, who was Johns brother.  Spent an hour with 
her & her children Dan, George, Mary & Buelah - & 
their children, among whom young Jim attracted 
my attention.  They seem to be a flood working lot 
of people. 
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-13th of Mch. 
Spent the forenoon with John & Grace walking 
around Patoka, looking for old landmarks.  My 
earliest home in Patoka has disappeared - the old 
mill yard is covered with stores, stables & houses, 
but our old lot is vacant & cheerless. 
The old church, where I went to Sunday school as 
a child is yet standing - minus its steeple - and is 
now used as the meeting place of the American 
Legion.  The old school house of lumber - frame - 
was long ago moved to another part of town & 
converted into a dwelling house.  In its place is a 
brick building - 2 stories high.  As we passed 
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it on our rounds young Jim Wickersham caught up 
with us & asked me if I would come to school & talk 
to the children. 
We went in the schoolhouse & met Mr. Delay, the 
principle-al, who asked me to come next morning & 
address the children - I consented. 
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Afternoon grace, John & I in an automobile driven 
by Dan - the oldest son of Ben, went out south of 
town to the old farm - where my father settled 
about 1854. My father and mother settled there in 
1857. I was born there in Aug. 1857.  The old 
buildings were burned some years ago & another 
residence has since been erected on the same 
spot.  Half dozen 
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large trees, only, of those my father & mother 
planted there yet remain - nothing of the old house 
remains - A splendid state road, paved with 
concrete runs from Patoka to Sandoval along the 
road in front of the old farm - it extends along the 
side of the Ill. Cent. Ry. from Cairo to the northern 
part of the State.  We went to Fairman –“Hog Back” 
- where my father built a sawmill about 1873. 
Grace took pictures of the old house we lived in at 
Fairman & a picture of the old Farm where I was 
born - I stood on the place where my folks lived - & 
also later on our old home in Patoka where we 
lived before going 
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to Fairman – “Hog Back” in 1873.  The cardinals - 
redbirds - meadow larks, jay birds, flickers & many 
other familiar birds - & in the evening, the frogs, 
gave me thrills such as I used to enjoy as a boy. 

-14th - 
Rained hard & prevented me from visiting my 
mothers old home - 8 miles east of Patoka - the 
James McHaney land where my mother resided 
from about 1840 to the time she married to my 
father in 1856.  Instead we went north from Patoka 
on the well paved boulevard, across Deer creek, so 
dear to my memory, & North Fork, past Vernon, 
and 
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Shobmier to Vandalia - 16 miles north of Patoka. 
Heard Ed. Dieckman, who as a boy studied law 
with me in Gov. Palmers law office in Springfield, 
was in Vandalia, but we could not locate him. 
Back to Patoka & had dinner with George 
Wickersham & his nice family of course John was 
with us at all times, for I came to Patoka to visit him 

even more than to see the old town. 
We visited the school this morning.  A fine new 
gymnasium adjoins the school and I enjoyed 
talking to the children - the high school classes - for 
half an hour. 
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-15th – March. 
We had a Fine visit to Patoka - Grace tool many 
pictures - of John & Ben’s boys & girls - the old 
barn, my several home sites - the old Patoka Ry. 
Station, etc. etc.  We left Patoka this morning - 
Grace & I - coming north on the I.C. Ry. to Clinton - 
& thence to Chicago & tonight we are in our room 
at the Palmer Hotel - & will go west over the Union-
Central Pac Ry. to San Francisco 
 I gave John Wickersham $25. & paid his 
expenses, etc. and greatly enjoyed him & my visit - 
It was strange to Grace - but she enjoyed John. 
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[photo of the Patoka Railroad station, James and 
John Wickersham in front of it] 
[Captions say] Ill. Cent. R.R. station at Patoka.  My 
cousin John at the left. 

-16th - 
Spent this day at the Palmer house, Chicago, dull 
& nothing done - except visited book store & 
bought couple of Alaska Books.  Left for S.F. at 9:35 
p.m. on Northwestern Ry. 
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[picture – side captions say:]  
Our old home at Fairman – “Hog Back”  
John is my cousin – 2 or 3 years older than I am.  
We were school mates at Patoka school, - about 
1870. 
[top of photo caption:] 
Johns brothers were James, Dan, George & Ben, a 
sister Mary died in Patoka.   
[bottom of photo says:] 
Dan-John-Jim [standing in photo in front of old 
home] 
Dan is Ben Wickersham’s boy. 

-17th - 
At Omaha - fine view of Missouri river & enjoying 
the trip - Learn that President Hoover is to be 
westbound on this train tomorrow. - He did not 



meet our train - comes tomorrow: 
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[Photo - side captions say:] 
I planted the big tree showing above the house 
when we live there about 1873. My younger 
brothers & sister were born in this house - Jen born 
at Fairman 
Our old Patoka home built about 1870. 

-18th - 
Crossed great Salt Lake bridge - beautiful day 
& fine view - Snow covered mountains north end 
look like a distant view of Prince William Sound. 
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[photo – captions say:]  The old cabin where I was 
born stood on this spot. 
[top of photo caption:] 
The big tree between my hand and the house was 
planted by my mother the year I was born. 
[bottom of photo caption:] 
The spot where I was born!! 

-19th - 
Arrived at S.F. 8 oclock. a.m. 
Darrell met us at the S.F. dock with his automobile 
& took us to his home, 1740, Franklin St.  Jane 
looks fine – both well 

Diary 42, 1933 
March 19-20 

19 
[photo – top caption says:] 
The big tree at left of house was planted by my 
mother the year I was born – 1857. 
[bottom of photo caption says:] 
Our hold home was burned - a new house. 
Orchard all gone, no fences now. 

-20th - 
Resting - lunch with Darrell at Palace hotel - 
nothing new - just visiting with Darrell - Grace & 
Jane playing bridge with some of Janes friends - 
Darrell 
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-21st – 
Good rest & calling to see Alaskans.  Darrell took 
us to the theater last night to see a play entitled “Of 
thee I sing”, - a political extravaganza - a take off 
on Congress & the President - silly & laughable. 

-22nd - 
Took in “Kruger” - Counselor at Law”  - at the 
Theater last night - & today we saw the movie - 
speakie - Rasputin, by the Barrymore’s. 
Leave San Francisco tonight for Seattle.  We have 
greatly enjoyed our visit with Darrell & Jane. Darrell 
is a fine businessman with an inferiority- complex - 
and a confirmed pessimist. 
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-23rd – 
Grace & I left S.F. last night at 8 p.m. for Seattle.  
Our train - the Southern Pac. line took the Cascade 
line via Klamath Falls, a route new to me, but it 
was a pleasant change.  Arrived in Portland at 8 
p.m. - left 2 a.m. owning to waiting for a troupe of 
players!! 

-24th – Mch. 
Reached Seattle this morning at 3 a.m. & took 
rooms at the Frye Hotel.  Met Mrs. Strong - Ex. 
Gov. Strongs widow - had her to dinner with us.  
Ruth Coffin, Graces niece - school - music teacher 
at Skykomish came later & Grace & she are at the 
theater. 

Diary 42, 1933 
March 24 

-24th continued- 
Called & talked with Erickson - Mgr. Lowman & 
Hanford Book store.  He had received my Ms. “Old 
Yukon Trails,” which I sent to him from Washington 
by Express.  Speaks highly of it & thinks he can 
secure publisher for it.  Our long trip across the 
Continent via S. Illinois & San Francisco has made 
me very tired & I hope for a good rest here at the 
Frye. My old Juneau friend, Ed. Russell is here - is 
giving lessons in the game of bridge!  Ed. borrowed 
$50.00 seemed like old times! 
Mrs. Strong leaves Seattle on the morning train for 
a four months European trip. 

Diary 42, 1933 
March 25 

-25th - 
Went out to the University this forenoon & 
consulted with the Asst. Librarian Smith about my 
newspapers - Alaska files - & my proposed trust of 
my Alaska library at this place until Alaska shall 
have a University & fire proof buildings for them.  
He desires to remove my papers to another 
building etc. which I agreed to - Called & had lunch 
with Edw. W. Allen, - talked old books, maps etc.  
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He invited me to bring Grace & have dinner with 
him and his family some day next week & meet 
another Alaska book lover. 

Diary 42, 1933 
March 26 

-26th - 
Grace & I went to Enumclaw this morning on the 
Bus line.  Visited with Harold & Dorothy. - Dorothy 
took us to Buckley where we spent the Day with 
Aunt Kate Wickersham & the France’s.  Harry was 
not at home, saw Maude & Nellie.  Ate chicken 
dinner cooked by Aunt Kate - 89 years old - Ruth 
Coffin - Graces neice & her mother took dinner with 
us tonight at the Frye. 
Letter from Darrell about lease on our Puyallup 
valley farm, - advising making short lease if the 
tenant insists on lower rentals. 

Diary 42, 1933 
March 27 

-27th - 
We went over to Tacoma today to consult with 
Winden, our real property agent. The tenant on our 
farm is threatening to quit - because his dairy 
business is falling off, if we do not reduce the rent.  
Talked the matter over but arrived at no conclusion 
- I will go again some day this week & determine 
what arrangement to make - if any.  I have been 
afflicted with muscular pains. 
Grace called the doctor - he wants to prospect - to 
see if he can find “pay” - all doctors can if you let 
them dig long enough - or do not get over a slight 
pain before they originate greater ones! 

Diary 42, 1933 
March 28-29 

-28th – 
Have an attack of rheumatism - particularly in my 
back Dr. Park Weld Willis, 1256 Empire Bldg. gave 
me a thorough overhauling had X ray pictures 
made & more tomorrow. 
 Long talk with exSenator Ralph Cameron, 
Arizona, about transportation matters.  Grace went 
to Kent to visit Mr. & Mrs. Faucher - her sister. 

-29th - 
More X ray pictures - so far Dr. Willis says I am 
O.K.   
Grace & I went to Tacoma to consult with Winden 
about my poor rentals - My Swiss dairyman seems 
to be a 

Diary 42, 1933 
March 29-30 

29 
good tenant - he is doing excellent work on the 
farm - but his sales are slow & I told Winden to 
allow him a credit on rents this year of $200. to be 
paid when sales come back to a profit. 
Harold (my nephew) & his wife Dorothy took dinner 
with us at the Frye Hotel tonight. 

-30th - 
Bt. tickets on the SS. Yukon for Saturday morning 
when we start home. 
Doing some final scouting around today.  Called on 
Erickson about my Ms. Old Yukon Trails.  Says he 
has read the Ms & decidedly approves it & has 
sent it on to Hobbs 

Diary 42, 1933 
March 30-31 

30 
N.Y. publisher & hope it will be accepted.  Called 
on John Hartman, Senator Cameron etc.  Mrs. 
Maloney at dinner with us tonight.  We go to 
Buckley in the morning. 

-31st - 
To Buckley - took 15 boxes of books, etc. from 
storage in outhouse & sent to Seattle by truck.  We 
stopped at Kent an hour & visited Graces sister, 
Ida & Mr. Faucher.  Took dinner tonight with Mr. & 
Mrs. Edw. W. Allen - present family & Mr. C.M. 
Smith the Asst. Lib. U. of W. & Mr. Hubble - 4 
booklovers - we talked books, maps, etc.  Allen has 
a fine collection of Alaska books, maps, etc. 

Diary 42, 1933 
April 1 

April 1st - 
We left Seattle this morning on the SS. Yukon for 
home.  It is a beautiful day & we are both happy to 
be on the last part of our journey.  There was a 
large crowd of people at the wharf to see the boat 
go out - it seemed like “old times” - a big crowd 
interested in Alaska, and more than 200 
passengers on the boat going to the Land of the 
Mid-Night Sun!  I am greatly pleased 
 
[clipping] 

TUESDAY, March 28, 1933  {Times} 
‘POOR NATIVES’ 
OF ALASKA FIND 

SOLON CHAMPION 
By Associated Press. 



 WASHINGTON, Tuesday, March 28.-Enlarging 
on his demand for an investigation of Indian affairs 
in Alaska, Representative Sirovich, Democrat, New 
York, yesterday said “the poor natives up there 
have been trimmed and robbed and persecuted 
and opposed and everything else.” 
 He said the information  about “oppression and 
persecution” was given to the Indian affairs 
committee of the House at the last session by 
former Alaska Delegate Wickersham. 
 The resolution which Sirovich introduced at this 
session was approved by the Indian affairs 
committee in the last Congress and would 
establish a special House committee of seven 
members to “study all matters relating to the 
economic and social conditions of Indians 
inhabiting the Territory of Alaska.”  
 The committee would be empowered to hold 
hearings in the United States and Alaska and 
would be required to submit a report to the House 
by the first day of the next session of Congress. 

Diary 42, 1933 
April 2-4 

2 
that Dr. Sirovich, a Now York City Congressman - 
and my friend - is moving in the matter of doing 
something to carry out my plan to secure relief for 
the Alaska Indians - even though they do not 
appreciate his and my efforts in their behalf - Poor 
natives - they are ignorant & their leaders misled 
them! 

-4th - 
We arrived at Juneau this morning early & got 
rooms at the Zynda Hotel.  The People occupying 
our house have not yet moved - but will do so 
today!  It seems good to be at home and we are 
anxious to get in & settled.  Our friends seem glad 
to see us & we certainly are to see them. 

Diary 42, 1933 
April 4-5 

4 
The trip on the Yukon was not unpleasant - met 
many friends from the interior & from coast towns & 
enjoyed them.  Traveling is tiresome to me, & 
especially in rainy weather.  Dull days, rain & fog - 
still we talked to other travelers and made up our 
want of sleep. 

-5th - 

Slept at home in our own beds - but the house is in 
a turmoil from the Days moving out.  Am having my 
office cleaned & made ready for occupancy.  Snow 
squalls & sunshine mixed - The Juneau mountains 
look good & seem to welcome us home. 
But little mail - nothing important. 

Diary 42, 1933 
April 6 

-6th - 
April weather - saw a robin in our trees this 
morning - the first. The bulbs in our yard are 
peeking above ground.  The old house on the hill - 
home!  Recd. letter from Delegate Dimond sending 
me the Congressional Record.  Writing letters in 
the office - room 1 in the Valentine Building - my 
old room - for ten years.  Most of my mail bags with 
official papers etc. seem here & sent up to my 
house - other boxes & trunks coming along.  Grace 
is busy straightening up the house - its a big job.  
We have Gorham - carpenter & a good woman 
housecleaner. 

Diary 42, 1933 
April 7-8 

-7th – 
A gorgeous clear Morning!  The mountain glisten 
like burnished silver - even as far away as the 
Chilkoots!  Billy (Wm L) Paul came in to call with a 
bravado that was almost sublime.  He remained 
only a few minutes - I spoke to him kindly but 
confined the conversation to the weather & other 
unimportant matters. 

-8- 
Fine sunny weather.  Senator Bob Bragaw, of 
Anchorage came in yesterday to talk about a bill 
which he wants me to assist him in drawing - also 
interested in reorganizing the Republican party. 

Diary 42, 1933 
April 9-12 

-9th – 
Worked most of the day in opening boxes and 
arranging books - Tired. 

-10th – 
Am fool enough to lend Ed. C. Russell, of Seattle, 
the sum of Fifty dollars - for old days sake.  
Arranging office and looking, after my old case of 
Goldstein v Pond, etc. 

-11th – 
Still getting office cleaned signs painted - Grace 
same at house. 

-12th - 
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Sent Otto Lange, Florence Italy 32.50 Swiss francs 
for Russian Book. Signs finished. 

Diary 42, 1933 
April 12 

-12th continued - 
Jones, Pres. Juneau Chamber of Commerce 
invited me to lunch at meeting tomorrow. 
I have prepared a form of a Bill to repeal all laws in 
the Territory of Alaska tending to prevent the local 
sale of intoxicating liquor in Alaska, in compliance 
with the necessity of the Reso. of Congress to 
repeal the 18th Amdt - After consultation with - 
probably Senator Bragaw - he may introduce it.  It 
seems to me to be necessary for the Legislature 
will not be in Session again for 2 years & in the 
meantime the Amdt. repealing the 18th Amdt may 
take effect & we may have trouble – to get 
intoxicating, liquor into Alaska without it! 

Diary 42, 1933 
April 13-14 

-13th – 
Was guest of Juneau Chamber of Commerce 
today made short address urging, the active & 
earnest support of the President & Delegate 
Dimond!! 
 The Empire this evening gave me a good report 
on my talk at the Chamber of Commerce meeting - 
the members also seemed to be pleased. 

-14th - 
I gave Senator Bragaw a copy of a Bill to clear the 
way for the free operation of the Reso. 
reintroducing Intoxicating Liquor into the Territory.  
He was favorable & will introduce it as his own – 
not mentioning myself. 

Diary 42, 1933 
April 15-16 

-15- 
I am having a years repairs made at my house – 
needed! 

-16th - 
Easter Sunday – a fine day  The churches are full 
of people Easter lilies abundant and cheap – I 
remained at home all day reading & arranging 
books.  Grace and Mrs. Tupper took an auto ride 
down the new road to Thane – and we also looked 
through Krause’s new model concrete house.  I 
notice many new house of superior kind in the 
north –west part of the town.  Juneau is now the 
best town in Alaska – her people are comfortable & 

happy. 

Diary 42, 1933 
April 17 

-17th - 
More Sunny weather – scarce but glorious when 
such days come.  My office is now about to suit me 
– clean & orderly.  We are to take dinner this 
evening with Judge Bunnell, President of the 
Alaska Agri. College, etc. 
I sent a copy of my Alaska Bibliography to Hon. 
Victor S.K. Houston – ex Delegate from Hawaii, 
Honolulu, today agreeably to my promise to him 
before I left Washington.  Mrs. Tupper, Grace and I 
had dinner with Judge Bunnell at Baileys Café and 
then spent the evening at our house, talking 
Tanana valley & smoking. 

Diary 42, 1933 
April 18-19 

-18th – 
John W. Troy, Governor of Alaska reached here 
this morning on the SS. Yukon.  He will he inducted 
into office before the Legislature today. - Later: 
adjourned until tomorrow.  Some little business 
coming in.  My office is now clean & orderly. 

-19th - 
Hon. John W. Troy inducted into office today - in 
the presence of the Legislature and a large crowd 
of enthusiastic friends.  John ought to make a good 
official - though he has so long been a bitter 
partisan Democrat that he may fail for that reason - 
then, too, he is old & not in good health. 

Diary 42, 1933 
April 20 

-20- 
Office is in order, but Grace is still working at our 
home & on her apartment house.  Juneau never 
looked better - but the national affairs do not look 
so well!  The Roosevelt Administration today 
announces that our Government is off the Gold 
Standard - whatever that may mean! and it may 
mean a greater depression & a general mixup in 
our National Finances.  It may be a good - it may 
be a bad condition - Nobody can say at this time 
with any degree of certainty.  Who caused it - 
Europe or the misguided Democrats? Or are the 
latter wise? 

Diary 42, 1933 
April 21-22 

-21- 
I have begun a study of the cases of Mathison 



Estate - & the Patenaude - with intent to bring them 
to a final judgment. - Also the case of Goldstein v 
Pond, et. al.  Paid my atty. License Fee of $10.00 
for 1933. 

-22- 
Attended the meeting of the Juneau Bar 
Association at Baileys Café.  Judge LeFevre 
presided: present, Governor John W. Troy, guest, 
Senator Hess, Joe McDonald, the speaker of the 
house, Shattuck, the Pres. of the Senate, etc.  
Grigsby made a talk & I and some others – Judge 
Harding made the best talk of any – it was fine! 

Diary 42, 1933 
April 22 

-22- continued. 
Governor John W. Troy came over to my office 
with me & was kind enough to suggest that he 
wished to appoint Grace a member of the 
Territorial Board of Education – asked me to find 
out from her if it would be agreeable to her – which 
I promised to do. 
The legislature has passed a new bill organizing 
such a body – I have read the bill carefully & im my 
judgment it is a bad bill – one that will give the 
Commissioner of Education much trouble – will 
result in small graft & retard the effective control of 
school government – but the Democrats want it – 
so that’s that.  I am opposed to Grace’s 
acceptance of the office & will tell her so. 

Diary 42, 1933 
April 23-24 

-23d- 
Sunday – remained quietly at home.  We had 
dinner last night with the Smith’s, - Terr. Treasurer 
& his family.  Also present Dr. & Mrs. DeVighne. 

-24th - 
Am getting papers ready to close in on the 
Goldstein case - & make Hellenthal & Hellenthal 
their attorneys settle or retry it. 
I have obtained a copy of the Act just passed by 
the Legislature creating a Ter Board of Education & 
providing for the appointment of Commissioner of 
Education instead of electing him by a vote of the 
people.  I strongly oppose this bill & am trying 
persuade Grace not to accept an appointment on 
the Board.  She seems agreeable. 

Diary 42, 1933 
April 25 

-25- 
I called on Gov. Troy this morning to object to the 
approval of the Act to appoint a Board of Education 
& the appointment of the Com. of Education by that 
Board - & to inform him that Grace declined to be 
appointed on the Board, but found he had already 
approved the Act. - so that ended that part. 
He then urged Graces appointment - he said he 
had already spoken to many members of the 
Legislature about appointing her.  They had 
approve her appointment, etc. and strongly urged 
that she accept - Finally I gave way & he – 
promised to appoint her.  I am not satisfied to have 
her accept - but she wishes to do so & I will not 
object though it may not be a happy thing to do! 

Diary 42, 1933 
April 26 

-26- 
Sometime ago Senator Bragaw asked me to 
prepare a Senate Joint Memorial to expose the 
monopoly held by the P.E. Harris Co. in the False 
Pass red fish salmon ground. 
Today Nick Berg. a prominent Puget Sound 
canneryman, came in & made the same request.  
The cannerymen are bitter toward Harris, who, by 
reason of his control at False Pass red fishery and 
his refusal to cooperate with other cannerymen is 
able & glad to break as many of them as he can: 
They are trying to break his stranglehold at False 
Pass, which he holds wrongfully, & I an inclined to 
assist them!  I have begun to prepare the Memorial 
for the Legislature hoping we can get it passed. 

Diary 42, 1933 
April 27-29 

-27- 
I am working on the Harris Memorial - but find it a 
long and difficult document to get into shape - Berg 
is urging me to complete the work. 

-28- 
Still studying the facts and law involved in the 
preparation of the False Pass - P.E. Harris Co 
Memorial - for Nick Berg - Have it about finished. 

-29th - 
Memorial finished - Nic Berg & Elfendahl - 
(Skinners Mgr) read it, and have asked for some 
changes - made.  They asked me to rewrite the 
three last pages to modify some statements - leave 
out 
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Diary 42, 1933 
April 29-30 

29 
others and to modify the memorial asking merely 
for restricting the number of traps in False Pass & 
Ikatan Bay & to allow purse seiners & gill netters to 
fish therein - also to keep free flow of fish, etc.  As 
corrected Berg & Elfendahl took away 4 copies to 
give to the Legislature. 

-30th - 
Sunday.  My library shelves are all in and we can 
soon have the books in place.  Grace has been 
asked to “pour tea” at the Gov. Troys reception on 
Wednesday evening.  She is very much pleased at 
this attention to her & so am I. 

Diary 42, 1933 
May 1 

-May 1.- 
Grace called on Gov. Troy today at his request - he 
offered to appoint her on the Board of Regents for 
the Agri. College at Fairbanks! instead of the Board 
of Education!  Evidently Shattuck got in his 
objection.  I am sorry that I did not stand on my first 
determination that she should not accept any 
connection with the administration!  I have 
persuaded her, this evening to decline both - she 
has written a letter to him saying she will not 
accent either appointment. - She kept the letter 
saying it would be time enough in the morning to 
deliver it.  I was angry at the Governor for 

Diary 42, 1933 
May 1-2 

1 
promising to appoint her and then withholding it - of 
course I knew someone had objected & that he 
had yielded, etc. 

-May 2- 
Called on Gov. Troy - he told me that he had made 
up his list of appointments for the Board of 
Education and had named H.L. Faulkner - our next 
door neighbor, on the Board of Education & Grace 
as a member of the Board of Regents for the Agri. 
College.  He said he had sent the list to the Senate 
& could not withdraw Graces name - so I made no 
other objection & did not show him her letter 
declining to accept either office - I am glad I did not 
make any objection for 

Diary 42, 1933 
May 2 

2 
Grace is very much pleased and I am not 
displeased. 

The Memorial I drew in the False Pass fisheries 
passed the Senate today - No one knew that I had 
drawn it.  I have men at work repairing my houses, 
library etc. and hope to get the books up by the first 
of the week.   
I cannot find my files of the “Yukon Press” & the 
“Esquimaux,” and I do not know whether I had then 
in Washington or not.  I must examine my books in 
the cases & ascertain if they are lost - Busy paying 
my monthly bills.  I found my “Day Book” & I judge 
now that I did not take “Yukon Press” & 
“Esquimaux” to Washington - will search library & 
see. 

Diary 42, 1933 
 

[inside back cover] 
ONE HUNDRED BOOKS 

ON 
ALASKA 

 
Suitable for General 

Reading 
 

Compiled by  
HON. JAMES WICKERSHAM 

Delegate from Alaska 
 

Diary 42, 1933 
May 3 

-May 3rd- 
Attended the Reception given in the Governors 
Mansion to the members of the 11th Legislature.  A 
fine night - a large crowed - a pleasant reception. 
Mrs. W- “poured” with other ladies.  We men 
smoked, the ladies gave particular attention to 
what “she” wore, the young folks danced - we all 
ate the lunch, drank coffee and Punch - Governor 
Troy looked tired and old - if he is not very careful 
he will not live out his term of office.  The women 
were dressed beautifully, the band played sweet 
music, even Allan Shattuck & his wife pretended to 
enjoy the evening though they think Troy ought not 
to be made governor - Allan was the man!! 

Diary 42, 1933 
May 4-5 

-4th – 
This is the last day of the 11th Session of the. Ter. 
Legislature. 
Attended regular meeting of the Juneau Chamber 
of Commerce at noon. J.J. Connors, Democratic 



Nat. Committeeman for Alaska reported on his trip 
to Washington nothing disclosed except that Gov 
Trod had been appointed Mr. Dimond was 
“working hard.” 

-5th - 
Both Houses of the Legislature passed the long 
Memorial I drew for Nick Berg complaining of 
monopoly in the salmon Fisheries in False Pass, 
so long exercised by P.E. Harris Co & the P.A.F. 
Co. and it was 

Diary 42, 1933 
May 5 

5 
telegraphed by the Territorial officials to Bell, Com. 
of Fisheries at Washington, D.C. last night!! 
Berg is much pleased.  I gave him my bill for 
$10000 for my services he will send me his check 
from his cannery at Peril Strait- where he will go 
tomorrow.  Grace is putting my books in the new 
shelves. 
The 11th Session of the Territorial Legislature 
adjourned this afternoon about 4 oclock.  That part 
of their functions concluded since noon - 12 m - is 
void under the 65h Sec. of the Act of Aug 24, 1912, 
236, Fed. Reporter page (60), Alaska Pac. 
Fisheries v Territory. 

Diary 42, 1933 
May 6 

-6th - 
Dinner of certain Republicans to the Republican 
members of the 
Legislature. - there were six, but two left town & 
only 4 remain. 
I bought a ticket from Frank. Foster’s son.  
Faulkner acted as chairman - Winn, LeFevre - 
Theile, Nerland, Swanberg, Blake, Smith, Bragaw, 
and I, and one or two others spoke - it was friendly 
but not exciting - My subject was the “Evolution of 
a Legislature” - and enabled me to be intimate and 
friendly with Swanberg & Blake, two members from 
Nome - at their first session.  There was a spirit of 
reorganization of the Republican Party in the talk. 

Diary 42, 1933 
May 7-9 

-7th – 
Sunday.  At home arranging books in my library.  
We had dinner in the evening at Baileys Cafe & 
had Mrs. Tupper with us. 

-8- 
Working in the office - nothing new. 

-9- 
Bill Casey is 80 years old - I knew him first some 
30 years ago when he was in charge of the mule 
stables at Fort Gibbon, a soldier in the regular 
Army - Bill is now quarrelous - & comes in very day 
to talk to me about reorganizing the governments 
of the world - just now he brings me George 
Bernard 
Shaws speech - lecture in N.Y. 

Diary 42, 1933 
May 9 

9 
having as his object the same general purpose - 
though Shaw wants particularly to reform the 
people of the U.S.  Casey is an admirer of the  
Soviet system of Government in Russia - & wishes 
to have it adopted at the plan in the U.S., & do 
away with the Constitution under which we have 
existed for some 150 years - He is a good hearted, 
charitable fellow & one of the most fluent talkers - 
by the hour - I know.  Of course he is a nuisance 
but an old Alaska - Yukon sourdough has a right to 
be - so I get along with him in a friendly way - I am 
getting old & maybe somewhat of a nuisance 
myself. 

Diary 42, 1933 
May 10-11 

-10th – 
Nick Berg canneryman from Peril Strait sent me his 
check for $100.00 for aiding in getting the Senate 
Joint Memorial No ______ drawn & passed the 
Legislature. 
Began small case for Larsen today - another $100-.  
hope there are more “around the corner.” 

-11th - 
Hawksworth, for the Bureau of Indian Affairs, came 
to see me about the proposed action of the local 
officials gathering data for the Sec. of Interior in 
support of the Bill to allow the Indians to bring suit 
in to court of Claims to recover the value of their 
possessory title to S.E. Alaska. 

Diary 42, 1933 
May 11-12 

11 
It seems that a “junketing Com. of Congressman or 
Bureau officials in coming in July - & they are 
making an effort to gather data for them.  I am to 
write to the Clerk of the Senate Com. on Indian 

-12th - 
Sent Si Hellenthal a letter in relation to payment of 
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$25000 by National Surety Co. to the Guardian of 
Matheson Heirs, John G. Grant, Wrangell. 
Ira Orton, who was one of the prominent lawyers at 
Nome in 1901-02, when I held court there is in 
town & called - stout & gray.  Invited him to dinner 
tomorrow.  He is now of the firm of Lyons Oretons 
in Seattle - also makes a Nome trip every year. 

Diary 42, 1933 
May 13 

-13th - 
Si. Hellenthal came to see me in answer to my 
letter - demanding the payment of $250.00 to Grant 
in the case of Matheson’s Heirs v National Surety 
Co. et. al. & told me had head spent the $250 in 
buying up the Seattle Hd. Co. & another claim 
against the heirs - paid for the claims with their own 
money! & will offset same against them later!! 
 We had Orton to dinner tonight - Dr & Mrs. 
DeVigne also -and we had a good dinner & 
pleasant time talking about old Nome days in the 
library. 

Diary 42, 1933 
May 14 

-14th - 
Wrote to John G. Grant today urging him to assist 
me in trying to set aside the stipulation and order 
made settling the case of the Heirs against the 
Surety Co. 
Some time ago I received a letter from E.J. Phillips 
an old pioneer, in the 40 Mile asking me to assist 
him to get aid from the Territory to prevent hunger, 
etc.  I learned the address of his sister in 
Wilmington, Delaware, wrote to her & just now 
received a letter from her asking me to persuade 
him to return & live in her home - she 

Diary 42, 1933 
May 15-16 

-15th – 
Served papers in divorce case on James Larson, 
defendant.  Am much interested in study of 
Matheson case where the Mandate of C.C. of 
Appeals was set aside by agreement of attorneys 
& judgment reversed was substituted without 
notice to the clients. 

-16th - 
Sent night letter to the Sergeant at Arms, H.R. 
Washington to pay check drawn by me for 
Behrends Bank for $500. and send my balance 
&1994 to me through official drafts: Working on 
Matheson case - law seems to be in my favor, but? 

Diary 42, 1933 
May 17 

-17th - 
Henry, Special Agent for the Dept. of Justice came 
in today & asked me to allow him to quote me in 
relation to the advisability of appointing Si. 
Hellenthal as judge of the District Court, I gave him 
a one page statement: 
Si. is OK socially - as an attorney - qualified - but 
as a judge bad, for want of judicial temperament.  I 
was careful not to go as far in the statement 
as I go in conversation - for the statement in writing 
goes into the files in Washington & ought, of 
course, to be fair & just, as I made it so on both 
points. 

Diary 42, 1933 
May 18-19 

-18- 
Engaged in drafting Petition in the case of Heirs & 
Guardian Matheson Estate, to set aside & annul 
Order of District Court of July 8, 1931, settling the 
Estate of Matheson on Stipulation - a job put up by 
Si. Hellenthal. 

-19th - 
Engaged same as yesterday. 
I have convinced myself that the Circuit Court of 
Appeals will support my effort  to vacate Judge 
Hardings action in making his judgment of July 8th 
1931 in the Mathison Estate against the minor 
heirs - if, now, I can convince 
Judge Harding or the Appellate Court - then it will 
be o.k.?? 

Diary 42, 1933 
May 20-21 

-20th – 
The lawyers of Juneau meet at lunch - noon - 
every Saturday at Baileys Cafe. 
It affords us a good opportunity to meet socially & 
talk over matters of moment to the members of the 
Bar Association.  We talk and tell stories while we 
eat & “a good time is had by all.” 

-21st - 
Grace has my library pretty well back in shape 
again.  It is a big job, but she works at it slowly but 
surely and it begins to look quite good and 
homelike. 
I read every night - some of the rare old books & 
papers. 



Diary 42, 1933 
May 22-23 

-22nd – 
My old friend Gen., Owens from Sumdum came to 
see me today - Gene crossed the Chilkoot pass in 
1888 - spent one season in Forty Mile - is 
unmarried & lives all alone in his Sumdum cabin.  
He tells me there are 8 brothers & sisters he is 74 
years old - a typical Alaska sourdough prospector - 
millions in sight but not a dime in his purse. 

-23rd- 
The SS. “Aleutian” in this morning 
Mrs. Hattie Straus - Treat on board - she 
telephoned about Bob & I went down to the dock & 
had a long talk with her - about early days in 
Valdez. 

Diary 42, 1933 
May 24 

-24th - 
Finished my Petition to vacate and annul the 
Judgment of July 8, 1931 made by Judge Harding 
in the case of Matheson, et al. v National Surety 
Co.  Served copies on Hellenthal, Roden & 
Faulkner.  Filed papers in Court. 
The U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals reversed the 
judgment of Harding in the appeal case, where 
Harding decided against us - sent down its opinion 
& Mandate filed Dec. 27, 1930.  As soon as I went 
to Washington, March 4, 1931, the attorneys 
(Faulkner representing me) joined in a stipulation, 
and “detoured” - paid no attention to the reversal 
order & decree & settled the case - against us.  My 
petition raises the interesting question 

Diary 42, 1933 
May 24 

24 
that even in that collusive way the Decree of the 
Appellate Court yet remains in force, & the agreed 
proceedings in the District Court are void for want 
of jurisdiction.  They could not “detour” - pass the 
Decree of the Appellate Court by in silence & let it 
stand - yet agree to reinstate the former Dist. Ct. 
order which the Appellate court reversed.  They 
ought to have filed a writ of review in the Appellate 
Court - they did not - but treated it as if it did not 
exist & agreed - the Court with them here in 
Juneau - to adopt a course the Appellate Court 
held to be illegal.  Its an interesting case & I intend 
to push it hard! 

Diary 42, 1933 
May 25-26 

-25th – 
Prepared Opinion & wrote letter in re Ownership of 
L.M. Carrigan, Jr to 40 acres of land, etc. to E.M. 
Le Duke: Asst. Cashier, First State Bank, etc. 
Tiptonville Tenn.  Business coming in to the office - 
not badly.  It keeps me busy anyway! 

-26th - 
Attended the funeral of Ben Bullard, today - at 
Carters Mortuary.  There were some 25 or 30 old 
people who have known the deceased for years 
around Juneau.  He was 95 years old - a clean, 
tall, well liked man - a gentleman at all times & 
places.  In his younger days he was a mining 
engineer in California - had a beautiful wife who 

Diary 42, 1933 
May 26-27 

26 
ran off with another handsome man - went to Paris, 
etc.  Uncle Ben closed the book - came to Alaska, 
remained a gentleman all his life & was buried by 
his friends today.  He has a farm at the Taku valley 
& has followed mining in Alaska.  A tragedy, a 
romance - a gallant gentleman. 

-27th - 
Sent Carrigan opinion etc. to E.M. Le Duke, 
Tiptonville, Tenn. 
Prepared Order in Matheson Estate & Pond v 
Goldstein for court to sign when he opens court 
June 1st. 
Served copy on Si. Hellenthal. 
Attended Dar Association at Baileys Cafe – Mrs. 
Thompson doing typing for me. 

Diary 42, 1933 
May 28 

-28th - 
Sunday.  W are having a fine Spring - good clear 
weather. 
Grade gets up early & works in her flower beds - 
does her breakfast & works in her genealogical 
studies in which she takes great interest. 
Today I worked in the library bringing a mass of 
material into order and numbering it the same as 
the items marked in my Bibliography.  I hope to 
add every book, etc. whose title and number is 
found in the Bibliography.  Have a large majority 
now and am constantly securing others.  European 
rare book stores are giving me much assistance to 
Russian books. 
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Diary 42, 1933 
May 29-31 

-29th – 
Working in office as usual. 
In the evening in my library. 

-30th – 
Decoration Day.  Grace and I both worked - she on 
Vrooman genealogy 
& I in my library arranging books - numbering 
according to my Biblio etc. 

-31st- 
We hear today that appointments to vacancies in 
Alaska offices will be appointed before Congress 
adjourns on June 10. - others will wait until 
Congress meets this fall! 
My, but that would be hard on the “Deserving 
Democrats” who were waiting for last March 4th to 
come. 

Diary 42, 1933 
June 1 

-June 1, 1933. 
Attended a meeting of the Chamber of Commerce 
today at Baileys. 
Half a dozen prominent guests - took up the time – 
Delegate Dimonds fishery & game bill - to turn 
these resources over to the Territory with 
legislative consent - went over till next meeting - on 
motion of Faulkner.  I intended to speak in favor of 
Dimonds Bill - & will next meeting! 
Bishop Row & Dean Rice called & we had a long 
and pleasant talk about Circle, Ft. Yukon, 
Fairbanks & the old pioneers.  I knew both of them 
in the early days in that mining region & along the 
Yukon river. 

Diary 42, 1933 
June 2-3 

June 2, 1933. 
Working on brief of law in the Matheson case - 
nothing new. 

-June 3rd 1933- 
Recd. Bal. salary from Sergeant at  
Arms, Wash. D.C. $1994.00 
Dep. Saving Act -      500.00,  
Checking Act.       $1494.00 
Made Savings Account in Behrends Bank of the 
$500.00 at 4%. Also have in Sav. Act. in the Post 
Office Dept. $2500.00 leaving me $1494.00 & bal. 
$867 on balance in Behrends Bank of  
$1502.67 for checking act. to  
     25.00 Check today for cash 

$1477.67 bal. to date: More checks today to pay 
May current accounts: 

Diary 42, 1933 
June 4-7 

-4th – 
Sunday - worked in my library. 

-5th – 
Paid my bills. 

-6th – 
Judge Harding this morning gave me judgment 
against the defendants in Pond v Goldstein for 
costs on appeal for $509.95 & will hear the 
preliminary of Matheson v National Surety Co. 
tomorrow at 11 a.m. 

-7th - 
Hearing in Matheson case; Demurrer was filed by 
Nat. Surety Co. & fully argued before Judge 
Harding:  He will decide against me - on demurrer - 
and this may permit me to go up on appeal on a 
short record - which I will do. 

Diary 42, 1933 
June 8 

-8th - 
Attended meeting of Juneau Chamber of 
Commerce at Baileys On motion to approve 
Dimond’s fishery bill to give Territory the control of 
Alaska fisheries I voted in favor and made a 
speech in support of it. 
We had dinner tonight with Mrs. H.L. Faulkner – 
our next door neighbors.  I have not been friendly 
to Faulkner – ever – before but in the last few 
years, since I have resided in Juneau, we have 
become more so.  Our coldness arose over politics 
– Faulkner was Sutherlands first Deputy & when 
Gov. Hoggatt got President Taft to remove 
Sutherland 

Diary 42, 1933 
June 8 

8 
& appoint Faulkner in his place as U.S. Marshal, 
the split came, for I stood with Sutherland & fought 
Faulkner for years afterward.  Now we are invited 
to dinner & I hope the feud is ended.  Grace & Mrs. 
F. are & long have been good friends.  Present at 
the dinner Mr. & Mrs. Nowell, a gentleman from 
Seattle whose name I do not recall, Mrs. Tupper 
and Grace & I, with Mr. & Mrs. Faulkner.  We had 
an excellent meal & a pleasant evening - the ladies 
went riding - automobile to the Mendenhall while 



we men smoked & talked. 

Diary 42, 1933 
June 9 

-9th - 
Larsen case in good shape - suits both parties - 
good work! 
I am interested to find out that the C.J. Alexander, 
of Portland, Or. nominated yesterday for district 
Judge in this division is a son of Congressman 
Alexander that put through the Com. on Merchant 
Marine & Fisheries, the “Alexander Fish Bill,” 
intended to convey to the Alaska Cannery 
companies the valuable Alaska Trap Sites where 
salmon are caught.  I fought the bill in Committee 
but unsuccessfully - but beat it on the floor of the 
house, by talking it to death. Hope the son is not 
inclined to carry on the fight. 

Diary 42, 1933 
June 10-11 

-10th – 
Left Decree in Larsen case with clerk for Judge 
Harding to sign. 
The attorneys here do not know that Alexander, 
appointed judge at Juneau by President Roosevelt 
is son of Alexander Fish Bill congressman - Sec. of 
Commerce under Wilson - last term.  I fear he has 
been put up as the judge here by Big Cannery men 
at Portland, etc.!  Hope I am mistaken, but I should 
like to see the list of his endorsers!! 

-11th - 
Sunday - worked in library - wrote letter to Darrell - 
Grace & I visited Anne Coleman’s beautiful flower 
garden - on the hillside. 

Diary 42, 1933 
June 12 

-12th - 
Judge Harding sustained the demurrer to my 
Petition to vacate his decree of July 2, 1930, in the 
case of Matheson Heirs, which necessitates my 
taking another appeal to the U.S. Circuit. Court of 
Appeals!  I am, confident his opinion is wrong, and 
that the case will be again reversed at the cost of 
defendants.  That court might, also, take offense at 
the action of the Attorneys & court in respect to its 
former opinion & mandate - for they are fairly in 
contempt of court in doing so.  I shall however not 
urge that course but only ask for reversal & costs. 

Diary 42, 1933 
June 13 

-13th - 
Recd. letter & complaint from Clyde J. Sheldon 
from Wrangell, saying Wm L. Paul had sued him for 
services in securing Congress to pass bill to repay 
Sheldon $250. claim. 
I prepared & sent Demurrer and Answer to him, to 
file in Commissioners Court, for his defense. 
 Paul is charging for “influence” which he 
represents he exercised with me - and he had 
none!  I shall to what I can to prevent his recovery 
against Sheldon, for he gave no consideration - he 
had nothing to do with the passage of the bill.  His 
suit is based on his value as a lobbyist for that 
reason is not legal! 

Diary 42, 1933 
June 14-15 

-14th – 
Busy as usual in the office. 
The associated press reports say that the Senate 
has not confirmed Alexander as judge for this 
Division - and may not because he is not an Alaska 
resident. 

-15th - 
Attended Chamber of Commerce dinner at Baileys 
Cafe - voted in favor of Bill to give Territory power 
over fur bearing animals & for the repeal of law 
establishing the Alaska Game Commission.  Tom 
Gardner opposed the repeal, but I could not 
support him in the matter. 
He stood alone! 

Diary 42, 1933 
June 16 

-16th - 
Issued Execution in Pond Case against Goldstein 
and Simpson, for $509.95 costs on appeal they lost 
- asked U.S. Marshal to notify them but hold 
execution until I instructed him to proceed:  It 
worked, for Mrs. Simpson called up immediately & 
came with Si. Hellenthal, her attorney, to urge 
me to wait until Jack Hellenthal comes home next 
week - then she wishes to make settlement of the 
whole case.  Her experience has not been 
profitable - she sought to win money by a trick - 
which did not work! 

Diary 42, 1933 
June 17 

-17th - 
Attended meeting Bar Association - they are 
getting ready to meet the lawyers from Seattle 
coming with business mens excursion on Monday. 
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I sent night letter telegram to Edw. C. Allen at 
Ketchikan on the “Aleutian” inviting him & his wife 
to take home dinner with us on his arrival at 
Juneau on Monday evening.  I also asked him to 
include Mayor Dore in the invitation. They will have 
plenty of time after a 6 oclock home dinner to see 
the town & business men before the “Aleutian” 
starts on her voyage westward. 

Diary 42, 1933 
June 18 

-18th - 
Yesterday afternoon H.L. Faulkner brought one of 
his clients - whom he did not wish to appear for - to 
me & asked me to represent him.  He is a Mr. 
August Fritsche, & the case involves a 
Receivership of the Porcupine Mining Co. & 
Fritsches suit against it on a note for $11,020.00  I 
am consulting with Fritsche today & preparing 
papers on the suit.  Robertson will represent the 
Corporation and Faulkner is agreed on as the 
Receiver.  I am glad to get into the case & hope it 
is a good one. 

Diary 42, 1933 
June 19 

-19th - 
Have prepared complaint, etc. pleadings to procure 
the appointment of a Receiver for the Porcupine 
Mining Co. Served on Faulkner as agent for foreign 
corporation. 
The “Aleutian” came in this afternoon with Seattle 
Chamber of Commerce crowd on board.  They 
visited tie Mendenhall Glacier & “saw the town.”  I 
had telegraphed to Edw. W. Allen, at Ketchikan 
inviting him & his wife to take dinner with us, - but 
he had gone off in an airplane with Freile to visit 
the Canneries & did not tell his wife - so we missed 
having them to dinner. 

Diary 42, 1933 
June 19-20 

19 
Faulkner met with similar luck in trying to entertain 
the President of the Seattle Chamber & altogether 
it was quite a failure - so far as our efforts were 
concerned.  We had Mr. & Mrs. Smith, Ter. Treas, 
& their daughter Helen with us, to assist in 
entertaining the Allens – at a late hour we invited in 
some home friends - & had a pleasant dinner & 
sociable evening - but no Seattle guests! 

-20th - 
Filed suit of Fritsche v Porcupine Mining Co. in 

court. I appear for Fritsche & Robertson for the Co 
- It is a tangled maze of corporation 
mismanagement over the Porcupine Creek placer 
mines. 

Diary 42, 1933 
June 21-2 

-21st – 
Busy in the office - some business coming in & it 
keeps me actively engaged! 

-22nd - 
Spending time with August Fritsche, stockholder & 
Sec. Treas Porcupine Min. Co. trying to get clear 
statement of facts with which to present his case to 
the Court in favor of receiver for its property etc.  It 
does not impress me as a valuable property - more 
as a stock jobbing plan of Gene L. Wright, a 
Chicago stock broker - but my client seems to be a 
good honest man - who is being cleverly bunked! 

Diary 42, 1933 
June 23-25 

-23rd – 
Sent West Pub. Co. St Paul Minn. $14710 first payt. 
on purchase of Fed. Rep, 2nd Series etc.  The U.S. 
Atty. Genl. has ordered these books cut off with 
Court Library & we must take them or go without.  I 
am the only lawyer to take them, the others borrow! 

-24th – 
Sick at home - fell over the lawnmower & hurt 
myself.  In bed all day. 

-25th - 
Same as yesterday. 
Delivered James Larsons check for $1000 to Mrs. 
Leighton - Larsons divorced wife & delivered Q.C. 
deed  

Diary 42, 1933 
June 25-28 

25 
to the First National Bank as he requested me to 
do.  That settles the Divorce Case - he also gave 
me a check for $110.00 for my Attorney fee, etc. - 
case settled. 
Fritsche in case vs Porcupine Min. Co. has 
received letter from his wife saying he has been 
removed as Sec. Treas. of Company - & a demand 
made to deliver all papers belonging to the Co. to 
his Seattle lawyers. 

-28th - 
On last Saturday my right leg was struck by the 
iron bar on the lawnmower as I was cutting the 
grass - I did not notice it till Monday & then saw the 



pain was 

Diary 42, 1933 
June 28-29 

28 
caused not by the accident but by the return of the 
disease which gave me trouble in February- while 
still in Washington.  The leg from the ankle joint 
half way to the knee was red and sore & growing 
worse.  I got Dr. DeVighne & his infra red ray 
machine to work and it is now much better. 
 Am down to the office for Fritsche v Porcupine 
Mining Co. has been ready for two days & I must 
catch up! or Judge Harding will be doing something 
to my clients soon. 

-29th - 
Trial of Fritsche v Porcupine Mining Co. case - 
Robertson 

Diary 42, 1933 
June 29- 
July 1 

29 
against me. - Got our side of the case pretty well in 
- and I am, afraid it is a close one!  My client 
Fritsche made a good witness, but the case itself is 
not as good as the witness!  I have, however, 
enjoyed the scrap! 

-30th – 
Our case crowded out this forenoon - we begin 
again at 3 p.m. 

-July 1st 1933. 
After a hard weeks work Judge Harding refused to 
give us a receiver in Fritschie v Porcupine Mining 
Case!  Poor Fritche is badly disappointed.  They 
beat us because they offered to pay the debts & 
carry on the mining work - which they will not 
probably do! 

Diary 42, 1933 
July 2-4 

-2nd. – 
Sunday.  Doing some work in the office - rainy day, 
but the boys are noisy with firecrackers.  I have 
another letter from my brother Harry which 
indicates growing insanity.  Poor fellow, if he had 
been put to work in boyhood & had become 
interested in some line of hard labor he might have 
been a fine man. 

-3rd – 
Same as usual in the office. 

-4th - 

Home all day working in library.  Big noise - 
firecrackers etc. sounds like boyhood days.  Grace 
& I had dinner at the Gastineau Cafe & attended 
movies. 

Diary 42, 1933 
July 5-6 

-5th – 
Court entered judgment against us in Fritchie v 
Porcupine M. Co. 

-6th - 
Busy in office as usual. 
The evening issue of the Empire says Mr. Fred W. 
Bradley, head of the Alaska-Juneau Mining Co. 
died today in California.  The passing of this great 
miner means much to the town of Juneau for he 
has been the power and intelligence behind the 
upbuilding of the great mines here which employ 
so many of our laboring people.  For many years 
he has been the active and driving force in the 
development of the mines, 

Diary 42, 1933 
July 6 

6 
both as a great mining expert and financial 
influence and the success of the A-J Co. has been 
solely the result of his efforts, skill and 
management.  His death may tend to slow up the 
great work & retard the future growth of the mine, 
the town & even the Territory.  Certainly it is a sad 
loss even if his work has so far progressed and 
become fixed and settled that the corporation 
continues to carry on as he has left it.  In my 
judgment he is or was one if not the greatest 
mining man in the United States - a man of fine 
character, worthy of the confidence and support of 
all Alaskans – his death is 
a distinct loss to Alaska. 

Diary 42, 1933 
July 6-7 

6 
Recd. check from Belle G. Simpson for $509.95, 
being the costs on Mandate judgment in Goldstein 
et. at. v Pond, et. al. in the case where in my 
clients won the reversal in the Ct. Court of Appeals 
2 years ago. 

-7th - 
Begun suit today for Fritsche v Porcupine Mining 
Co. on a note he holds against the Co. for 
$11,020.00 
 A Mr. Ross, whom Mrs. Mary Lee Davis 
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introduced to us in Wash. D.C. called today - he is 
a violinist - & wants to make his fortune in Alaska & 
he wants it soon.  He is a Russian - temperamental 
- musical, etc. etc. 

Diary 42, 1933 
July 8-9 

8th  
Bar Association Lunch at Baileys Cafe - I enjoy 
these meetings & they are a good influence among 
the members.   
I am at work every evening on arranging my Alaska 
books & marking & numbering them to agree with 
the same titles in the Bibliography of Alaskan 
Literature & I really enjoy the work. 

-9th - 
Sunday - worked in library marking numbers on 
books etc. to correspond with those on same items 
in the Biblio.  Am sorting out many duplicates 
which I will send to the College at Fairbanks. 

Diary 42, 1933 
July 10 

-10th - 
My client Fritsche is in better frame of mind - for he 
now sees that he did the right thing in trying to 
protect the creditors stockholders & all others 
interested in the Porcupine Mining Co. - equally - 
Another stockholder - Swain, from Enumclaw, 
Wash. has come & went on to the mines - he 
supports Fritsche & hopes to bring about better 
conditions.  It is an interesting case.  Fritsche paid 
me $100. on services. 
 The Smiths with the Gordons called & spent the 
evening.  The Gordons are well educated - both 
speak & read French, etc. & talk well. 

Diary 42, 1933 
July 11-13 

-11th – 
Preparing papers on appeal in the case of the 
Heirs of Matheson - the U.S. Circuit Court of 
Appeals - 2nd Appeal. 
Grace is inviting Mifs Reep & her violinist Ross, 
whom we met in Washington last winter, to a lunch 
after the musicale tomorrow night - at our house – 
it is  largely a bunch of Russians & I am interested 
to see how it comes out. 

-12th – 
Perfecting our appeal in the Matheson case – 2nd 
round! 

-13- 
Got appeal in Matheson case on file & perfected so 

far. 

Diary 42, 1933 
July 14 

-14th - 
Grace gave a very successful reception over for 
Mr. Ross violinist & Mifs Reep, also Mrs. Trevor 
Davis; accompanist - the other evening.  
Everybody came - a house full - music, poetry & 
refreshments, very pleasant. 
 Busy in -office as usual - work evenings in my 
library on orderly arrangement & numbering of 
books, etc. 
Wrote many letters today. 
Long talk with Fritsche, my client vs. Porcupine 
Mining Co. to encourage him that he is in better 
condition that he seems to think he is. 

Diary 42, 1933 
July 17 

-17th - 
Grace had a card party at home today.  2 tables – 
8 friends - much talk & a good time was had by all. 
 Two days ago - Sunday morning it was - a Mr. 
Johnstone telephoned from the boat saying he was 
a friend of Darrells - from S.F. his wife was ill - so I 
went down to the SS. Alaska & called. They are 
both fine folk, & I was disappointed that the boat 
left so soon that they could not come up & visit us 
at home. 
 Ross, the Russian violinist, whom I met in 
Washington cannot get work here & asks me to 
see the Mining Co. & get him work. 

Diary 42, 1933 
July 18-20 

-18th – 
My client Fritsche, against Porcupine Min. Co. left 
on the early boat this morning for Seattle.  I am to 
attend to his suit for $26,000 against the Mining 
Co. on note & for salary. 
Also on inquiry I found that my Russian Violinist 
friend Ross – also sailed south - he was easily 
discouraged!! 

-19th – 
Same as usual in the office - Record in Matheson 
case ready for appeal - working on brief. 

-20- 
Same as usual in office. 
Matheson Appeal gone on to S.F. with cost of 
filing. 



Diary 42, 1933 
July 21-23 

-21st – 
A Mifs Lincoln from S.F. and a Mr. Flint - came to 
call last evening & look at my Alaska library.  Thy 
were greatly interested & made me talk till 11.30!  
Had Executions issued in Patenaude cases from 
Wrangell. -part of the Matheson litigation. 

-22nd – 
Nothing unusual. 
Am working in my library evenings on numbering 
my Alaska books, etc. to agree with numbers in the 
Biblio. 

-23rd - 
Graces birthday - no number fixed & even guesses 
may be wrong. 

Diary 42, 1933 
July 24 

-24th – 
News from Washington that Mr. Alexander, of 
Portland Or. has been given a recess appointment 
as Judge in this division - a blow at the integrity & 
power of the local Democratic organization! 
A Mr. D.P. Stapleton, from Independence, Or. 
called with a letter of introduction from Bayard T. 
Merrill - my nephew.  Her son is engaged here & 
she is here to pay him a visit. 
Have just written a letter to Merl Thorp. Ed. of the 
Nations Business.  sent him a copy of my speech 
on Alaska’s trade value to the Unites States - & 
suggested he pay some attention to Alaska. 

Diary 42, 1933 
July 25 

-25- 
We had dinner with Dr. & Mrs. DeVigne last 
evening: present Dr. Gordon & wife, Walstein G. 
Smith & wife & ourselves – good dinner & we saw 
the 5 U.S. Destroyer fleet come in to pay Juneau a 
5-day visit. 
Dean Patty, of the Alaska Agri. College called we 
had a good visit & talk about extinct animals whose 
skeletal remains they are taking out of the 
Fairbanks creeks gravels. 
Spent the day in preparing a complaint in a new 
suit for divorce & accounting as partners - between 
McMichael & his wife! 
Am going to a musical at Faulkners & to the 
Reception to the officers of the fleet at the 
Governors Mansion. 

Diary 42, 1933 
July 26-27 

-26th – 
We attended a musical function at neighbor 
Faulkners residence last evening - most excellent 
music - singing by Mifs Reep & violin by Nowell, 
after which we attended a public reception at the 
Governors mansion - given by the Governor to the 
officers of the U.S. Destroyer fleet now in the 
harbor. 
As usual busy in the office today. 

-27th - 
Filed suit McMichael v McMichael for divorce & 
dissolution of partnership. 
Wrote letter to Delegate Dimond recommending 
the appointment of Gordon C. Bettles as 
postmaster at the Koyukuk.  Am keeping busy - 
wrote to Darrell. 

Diary 42, 1933 
July 28-29 

-28th – 
Phillip Smith, U.S. Geological Survey, called to be 
friendly. 
Worked on McMichael divorce case - parties trying 
to settle their property rights.  The evidence now 
admitted that the husband has two wives - but our 
client is second crop - with a baby - but deft 
bigamist! 

-29th - 
We got a final settlement of the McMichael case on 
property rights today - but Judge Harding refused 
to hear the divorce case - had other cases ahead 
of it. 
New Judge - Alexander - will be here probably 
Tuesday morning.  Bar Assoc. lunch today. 

Diary 42, 1933 
July 29 

-29th continued 
Dr. Phillip Smith, U.S. Geol. Survey, took dinner 
with us & we had a great visit with him - talked 
geology, extinct animal skeletons in Fairbanks 
mine gravels, etc. etc.  He scanned my Ms. Old 
Yukon Trails and urged its completion & 
publication.  He been making annual summer 
explorations as a U.S. geologist into Alaska for 3 
years, & knows the History of the Yukon basin 
better than any person I know, besides he is a 
scholar, a conversationalist & a general good 
follow.  Greatly enjoyed him & he enjoyed browsing 
among my books. 
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Diary 42, 1933 
June 30- 
August 1 

-30th – 
Sunday - Grace & I worked on numbering books, 
etc. and arranging- them on the shelves.  She is a 
fine librarian & gives me the best of help, besides 
she is an indefatigable worker - so gets things 
done. 

-31st – 
As usual in office & library. 

-August 1st - 
Paid my last months bills. 
Poor Judge Harding is trying to be ugly & refuses 
to hear cases - says “Let Alexander (the new 
Judge!) try it.”  Faulkner has him under his control - 
but cannot tame him for the rest of us.  He goes 
out of office badly, 

Diary 42, 1933 
August 1-2 

1 
feeling resentful toward the attorneys - as if it were 
their fault.  We will all be really relieved when the 
new judge gets here – but no one can tell what 
kind of man he is – he may be as unkind and 
unjust as Harding – I hope not. 

-2nd - 
Mr. Howard Lerch and a Mr. Gustav. Oien, mining 
engineer, called - they are here to examine some 
mining claims at Sumdum for a mine Co. organized 
in the State of Washington, and came to talk to me 
about their enterprise - a Seattle enterprise.  Grace 
invited them to dinner at my home at 630  Have 

Diary 42, 1933 
August 2 

2 
this day sent Clerk of U.S. Ct. Court of Appeals, 
S.F. the sum of $8000, deposit for entering, record 
on appeal in Matheson case.  Oien, mining 
student, is a quiet gentleman, but my friend Lerch 
is such a blowhard he spoils his good qualities by 
his excessive egoism & self adulation!  His new 
mining venture is at Sumdum - in the old Wells 
quartz claims - which he has not yet seen - but 
which - to hear him tell it - are of fabulous value!  
We had a good dinner & listened to Lerch tell the 
old stories of the failure of the Admiralty Island 
Coal Company for two hours - to his great credit! 

Diary 42, 1933 
August 3 

-3rd - 
Lerch & Oien got away this morning on Cash Coles 
boat for their mining adventure at Sumdum - full of 

optimism! 
 Jim York came in to see me about his equally 
important scheme of rehabilitating and selling the 
Berners Bay mines to Col.  McCrea, of Vancouver, 
B.C.  Jim has as much optimism but more hard 
sense than Lerch about gutted mines - but at that 
“Gold is where you find it.” 
Lunch at Chamber of Commerce - Wernecke, the 
AJ, engineer there - Anderson, florist, and a talk 
about his 10 days visit to the Chicago Fair. 

Diary 42, 1933 
August 4-6 

-4th – 
Nothing but plain work. 
Some new shelves in office & additional Fed. 
Reporters to complete Law library thereon. 

-5th – 
Same as usual nothing new. 
Robertson, Atty. for Porcupine Mining Co. moves 
to strike - quash - the summons in the Fritsch case.  
I will prepare new summons & make new service to 
save question. 

-6th - 
Sunday.  Lerch & Oien, his mining expert back 
from Sumdum - think well of property, but wait for 
documentation by Levensaler.  Morton, unpaid 
employee, has “jumped” their mining claims. 

Diary 42, 1933 
August 7-8 

-7th – 
Employed by Alaska - Bixby Mining Co. as attorney 
& statutory agent - assisting in preparing 
corporation papers, etc.  Consulted with Paine, 
who represents one Morton who has filed a lien 
claim & “jumped” other claims. 
 Caused Second Alias Summons to issue in 
Fritsche vs. Porcupine Min. Co. & had it & Am. 
Complaint served on Faulkner by the U.S. Marshal. 
Wrote letter to Darrell. 
 Evening paper says Ruth, Graces niece, is 
coming on the SS. “Yukon” - due here Wednesday. 

8th  
Trying to get settlement of Morton’s claims against 
Lerch’s mines. 

Diary 42, 1933 
August 8 

-8th continued - 
Lerch is as busy as the little bee & as enthusiastic 
& sure of the value of his Sumdum mine as a boy 
on the 4th of July with a bunch of firecrackers. 



He tells me he has had a bigger & a better scheme 
offered to him today - cannot touch it until he puts 
the Sumdum Project over successfully. 
He has the good qualities of enthusiasm & tireless 
energy and is a good promoter, a fluent talker & 
believes in the project he has - on hand. 
Looking for Lavensaler on the S.S. “Aleutian” from 
the westward who promised to go to Sumdum. 

Diary 42, 1933 
August 9 

-9th - 
The Aleutian came last yesterday but Levensaler 
could not stop & go to Sumdum - will return later.  
Oien, Lerchs young expert in mining engineering 
appears to be a sensible & careful engineer:  He is 
26 years old & has had but little experience but has 
good qualities and I think a good future as a 
capable man. 
 Letter from Judge Bunnell, who reports finding 
many specimens of animal skeletal remains at the 
bottom of the muck on the gravels as the dredges 
clean Goldstream - sends me drawing of a 
spearhead of ivory (probably mammoth tusk ivory) 
from the gravels 

Diary 42, 1933 
August 9 

9 
40 feet below the surface & says in his letter – “I 
am convinced beyond a reasonable doubt that man 
was here in the late Pleistocene period and that his 
trek into the Americas from Asia was through this 
very section.  A tracing of the spear in outline is 
enclosed.” 
 We are expecting Ruth on the incoming “Yukon” 
today. 
Made agreement with Judge Paine by which his 
client, Fred. W. Morton, sells to the Alaska-Bixby 
Mining Co. all his claims, locations, etc. of the 
Pioneer & Grant group of mines at or near 
Sumdum to the Alaska Bixby Mining Co. for the 
sum of Six Hundred ($600) dollars. 

Diary 42, 1933 
August 10 

-10th - 
Dr. Dawes told me a Mr. Phelps a lawyer from 
Portland was taken off the Steamer last week, sick, 
and is in the Hospital.  This afternoon I called by 
and visited him.  He is a middle aged man - says 
he has been practicing law in Portland for 23 years 
& looks like a fair man.  Knows Judge Alexander – 

says he is a good man but not a strong lawyer.  
Mrs. Phelps is with him & they are disappointed 
because they must give up their journey from 
Skagway over to & down the Yukon river: Ruth & 
Mifs Strolhers with Grace enjoying their visit. 

Diary 42, 1933 
August 11-12 

-11th – 
Lurch is busy on gold mining plans & schemes:  He 
has a quick mind – too quick I think for he is now 
broadening out on to many other schemes.  He 
had the Alaska Juneau mine assayer examine 
some of his specimens from Sumdum & got poor 
reports on their gold contents - and is not pleased 
thereby. 
 Grace is giving her niece – Ruth & Mifs Strothers 
a party & called on Mrs. Phelps, wife of the 
Portland attorney, and has invited her to dinner, 
etc. 

-12th - 
Grace has a party on tonight for Ruth & her young 
friends. 

Diary 42, 1933 
August 12-14 

-12th continued 
I am preparing a biographical sketch of my self at 
the request of the Editor of the National Cyclopedia 
of Am. Biography, - something I have always 
refused to do. 

-13th – 
Sunday - nothing except work in library - friends for 
dinner.  Party last evening for Ruth drew a crowd of 
young people to the house - cards, eating & 
dancing. 

-14th - 
Lerch has visions of a great mining scheme of 
opening John Wagners property here in Juneau in 
connections with groups of other patented mining 
claims joining the Wagner Homestead 

Diary 42, 1933 
August 14 

14 
at Lemon [Salmon] Creek with patented claims at 
Gold Creek - on a shoestring!  Old John cocks one 
eye up and says where is the money? - no answer. 
Gustav Oien, mineral surveyor, with Lerch is a fine 
young man - he will remain at Sumdum mines - 
Lerch will go back home to get more money and a 
financial plan of operations.  They want me to act 
as their attorney & will give me stock in their 
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corporation for services which I satisfactory for me. 
Jack Wilson was in to see me & we agreed that 
Smith ought to be candidate for Treasurer on the 
Republican ticket. 

Diary 42, 1933 
August 14-17 

14 
Told him I would not be a candidate for Delegate or 
any other office - that I would not support Al. White 
for any office. 

-15th – 
At the request of the Nat. Cyclopedia of Am 
Biography I have just prepared & sent forth, data 
about myself for their use in biographical sketch. 

-16th – 
Judge Alexander, new District Judge for 1st Div, 
arrived in Juneau on early boat this morning 

-17th - 
Attended the Chamber of Commerce luncheon - 
Judge Alexander made a nice talk & a favorable 
impression: Ex Gov. Bill Sulzer 

Diary 42, 1933 
August 17-18 

17 
of New York made on of his typical spread eagle 
speeches - told how he went down the Yukon River 
in 1883 with Lt. Schwatka - and had made 43 
annual trips to Alaska, etc. etc. Bill is filled with 
sentiment & misinformation about Alaska, but 
pleases the listening crowd.  He called this 
afternoon & we had a long friendly talk.  Introduced 
him to Grace & Ruth. 

-18th - 
Some days ago I received a letter from Lulu M. 
Fairbanks, Sec. of the International Sourdough 
Reunion, inc. formed to put over a convention of 
B.C. & Alaska pioneers on Sept. 14th to the 17th at 
Los 

Diary 42, 1933 
August 18-20 

18 
Angeles, Cal. inviting me to be present & if not to 
write her a letter to be read a t the meeting.  Have 
today written the letter, for I cannot attend the 
reunion. 

-19th – 
Bar Association day. 
We attended the function of swearing in Judge 
Alexander - Judge Le Fevre administered the, oath 
- Lunch at Baileys.  Judge Alexander spoke.  Gov. 

Bill Sulzer spoke.  I spoke.  Harding spoke, etc!. 
etc. 

-20th - 
Sunday: Grace invited some 20 musically inclined 
friends in this evening to hear 

Diary 42, 1933 
August 20-21 

20 
Matilda Holtz, one of her former school girls, sing, 
which did most beautifully. 
Mr. Willis Nowell, violinist, accompanied by Miss 
Harland, performed in his usual classical way.  
Mrs. Orloff sang – we had a luncheon & altogether 
a happy evening. 
Ruth Coffin, Graces neice, leaves us Monday 
evening on the Aleutian to return to her home and 
school work near Seattle. 

-21st - 
Judge Alexander called court at 10 oclock this 
morning - the members of the bar were asked to 
meet 

Diary 42, 1933 
August 21 

21 
with him Wednesday for a call of the docket and 
the arrangement of cases for argument or trials - 
and it looks as if, at last, the court and the lawyers 
may work together, as they ought, in the 
performance of their respective duties in the 
prompt work of the court. 
 Ruth left last night on the Aleutian to go home to 
Seattle.  We enjoyed her visit very much.  I sent my 
eyeglasses by her to Dr. Bently for increased 
strength. 
 Judge Harding also went home to Ohio on the 
Aleutian – the members of the bar are unanimously 
glad to see him go. 

Diary 42, 1933 
August 22-25 

-22- 
Printed transcript on appeal in the Matheson v 
National Surety Co. case received and I am now 
preparing my brief for the appellant. 

-23rd – 
Attys. met in court room to discuss Rules of Court, 
etc. with Judge Alexander. 

-24th – 
My 76th Birthday. 
Worked all day in office & forgot the importance of 
the day! 



Working on Brief in Matheson Case. 
-25- 

Same as usual in the office. 
Attended a Masonic banquet to Judge Alexander - 
pleasant. 

Diary 42, 1933 
August 26-28 

-26th – 
Working on Brief in Matheson in National Surety 
Case.  Attended Saturday luncheon of the Juneau 
Bar Association.  Grace has carpenters & plumbers 
at work on making the third story of our home into 
rooms - & apartment. 

-27- 
Working on Matheson brief. 

-28th - 
Recd. Notice of Lien Claim against the Porcupine 
Mining Co. for $4000. from James A. Dougan, Atty. 
Seattle, in favor of Lee A. Berry - with $10.00 filing 
fee.  Sent Lien to Ward, recorder, Skagway - but 
wrote Dougan to prepare amended notice. 

Diary 42, 1933 
August 29-31 

-29th – 
Same as usual in the office. 

-30th – 
Working on Brief in Matheson v Nat Surety Co - I 
have convinced myself that I can reverse the lower 
court - now if I can convince the Court! 

-31st - 
We had a dinner this evening in honor of Gov. 
John Troy.  Present Gov. Troy, Mr. & Mrs. BM 
Behrends, Mr. & Mrs. H.L. Faulkner - Sec. of the 
Territory, Griffin, Grace & I.  Grace had a nice 
dinner - we talked books in the library & had a 
pleasant time.  The Gov. left early to catch a boat 
taking him & friends out to the Duck hunting 
grounds. Season begins tomorrow morning. 

Diary 42, 1933 
September 1-4 

September 1, 1933 
Jim York has interested McRea & other mining men 
from Vancouver B.C. in the old Berners Bay mining 
grounds - they will be here Sunday evening & Jim 
wants me to represent him in the hoped for 
negotiations. 

-Sept. 2.- 
Paying my monthly bills and working on Matheson 
Brief.  Attended weekly luncheon of the Bar 
Association. 

-3- 
Sunday - finished copying my Brief in the 
Matheson Case. 

-4- 
Labor Day: worked on Brief in Matheson Case. 

Diary 42, 1933 
September 5-6 

-5- 
Finished my brief in Matheson Case - ready for the 
printer.  Mr. McKuenan (?) ethnologist called - will 
come up to my home after 7 p.m. to look at my 
library etc.  He met Geoghegan, at Fairbanks & 
thinks he is a brilliant scholar.  Had a very pleasant 
evening with ethnologist friend – he is a fine fellow.  
We talked & smoked & talked etc. until 1 oclock - 
an enjoyable time. 

-6- 
A month ago I saved Summon s & Comp. on 
Faulkner, as statutory agent of the Porcupine Min. 
Co: Today Robertson served Motion to quash, 
alleging that Faulkner had been removed & 
Robertson & Mangle appointed - two days before 
my serving on Faulkner!! 

Diary 42, 1933 
September 6-7 

6 
Faulkner did not know he had been removed - but 
when I made the service a month ago he gave the 
Papers into Robertsons hands - I will get proof that 
fact after – expiration of month from date when 
Faulkner gave papers to Roberson & apply for 
judgment by default - because when Faulkner gave 
the Summon & Comp. to Robertson on Aug. 12 to 
Robertson was statutory agent of Co - & service 
will be good!! 

-7th - 
Busy in office. 
Recd. telegram from Fairbanks Exploration Co. 
asking for permission to run their power line over 
my Eva Creek mining claim – Ans. giving 
permission & offering to sell 3/4 interest in claim.  
Evidently the F.E. Co. intends to begin mining on 
Ester Creek! 

Diary 42, 1933 
September 7 

7th continued. 
Some time ago Jim York wanted me to loan him 
money to go to Vancouver to attempt to sell the 
Kensington & other mining. claims at Berners Bay 
to a group of Canadian capitalists - he did not go, 
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but wrote to them & this week Trites, McCrea, & 
Townsend have been here - York had tentative 
agreement, though, Faulkner, with the New York 
owners, & it looks now as if the project might 
become a reality.  McCrea & Townsend will go out 
to Berners Bay at once to examine the property.  It 
seems the N.Y. Guggenheim crowd are backing 
Trites - so I will not have any interest or 
employment in the matter except to represent Jim 
Yorks small interest as sales man. 

Diary 42, 1933 
September 8-9 

-8th – 
Westlund v Bond & Green.  Employed by Green & 
wife to defend their interest in lots on Foreclosure 
against Bond. 
Sent Dimond Ann. Depts. of Gov. Strong - 5 - for 
binding! 

-9- 
Read final proof upon my brief in the Matheson 
appeal case. 
Attended. luck Juneau Bar Assoc.  Many jokes - 
but little business. 
 Jim York has succeeded in securing potential 
purchaser for the Berner’s Bay Mines - the 
prospective buyers sent their experts out to 
examine claims today - they would not let York go 
with them. 

Diary 42, 1933 
September 10-
11 

-10- 
Sunday – quiet & rainy.  Read & worked in the 
library. 
Received telegram from the Alaska Exploration Co. 
Fairbanks; “Yours seventh thanks for permission
 stop  what do you want for your three quarters 
interest.” 

-11th - 
And now I am stuck for want of information about 
what I do want for the 3/4 interest I own in the 
patented bench claim on Eva-Ester.  When it was 
worked years ago it yielded more than $100,000 - 
but I cannot form any correct judgment about what 
the claim is now worth. 

Diary 42, 1933 
September 12-
14 

-12th – 
Brief printed & served - Matheson v National 
Surety Co. 
Sent the Fairbanks Exploration Co. telegram 

saying: 
 “I want to sell but do not know yet what price  
stop  will write you later.” 

-13- 
Sent off my brief in the Matheson Case to the Clerk 
Ct. Court of Appeals also sent copies to Matheson 
children & John C. Grant, guardian 
sent Darrell copy of Brief & Transcript. 

-14th - 
Recd letter from James Wickersham McCanley, 
midshipman U.S. Naval Academy, one of my 
appointments from Alaska. He was born in 

Diary 42, 1933 
September 14-
15 

14 
Fairbanks - his parents were very partial friends of 
mine & the boy reports good progress in his 
studies. 

-15- 
Faulkner was served as statutory agent for a 
Foreign Corporation - Before service Robertson got 
the Corporation to remove Faulkner and appoint 
him – Robertson, agent, without notice to Faulkner.  
He then moved to quash my service because on 
the day it was made out – he was not its statutory 
agent. When F- got the service he gave it into 
Robertsons possession -& he now makes proof & I 
am filing motion for default, based on that service 
by F- delivery of the Papers to Robertson!  We are 

Diary 42, 1933 
September 15-
16 

15 
both interested & hope to get the court to hold it 
was good service, for Robertson is a standing 
nuisance with pernickitty pettifogging & we would 
get some joy out of beating him in this particular 
job. 

-16th - 
Served Motion for Default & copy Faulkner affidavit 
in Fritsche v Porcupine Min. Co. on Robertson - he 
seemed surprised & said he wished they would 
settle the case.  He had not anticipated our move & 
I am sure it will give him some unusual trouble, 
which, of course, both Faulkner & I intended.  We 
want the case brought to trial - he does not - nor do 
his clients! 



Diary 42, 1933 
September 17-
19 

-17th – 
Sunday: Worked on new Chapter in my Old Yukon 
Trails - Chap. 1. - how I came to be Judge in 
Alaska. 

-18th – 
Robertson made general appearance in Fritsche v 
Porcupine.  Faulkner & I are both amused at his 
surrender - account of my motion for default & our 
affidavits of service - Bob got caught on his tricks! 

-19- 
Mailed Darrell his 4th “Lucky Bag” Naval Academy 
annuals - his term there & also sent him the 
Sangamo [Sangamon] Monitor of the June day 
when his mother graduated at the High School in 
Springfield. Ill. & his grandfather died at Rochester. 

Diary 42, 1933 
September 20-
22 

-20th – 
Searching the law in the Fritsche case. 

-21- 
Wrote a stern letter to the Atty. Genl. U.S.A. 
recommending H.D. Stabler as a member of the 
proposed force of the Dept. to fight gangsters, 
kidnappers, etc.  Stabler does not know anything 
about it - & it may not get any result, anyway, so no 
harm done. 

-22- 
As usual in the office. 
Dr. Philip Smith & R.H. Sargent, of the U.S. 
Geological Survey are in town - I want to talk to 
Smith about the value of my Ester Creek Mine at 
Fairbanks, so I can know what to sell it for! 

Diary 42, 1933 
September 23-
24 

-23rd – 
Could not get Smith to give me any information 
about my Daly bench claim at Ester creek - maybe 
he does not know anything of interest about it.  So I 
sent a telegram tonight to Charlie Taylor, Fairbanks 
asking him to see Mize, on Eva Creek, Dean Patty, 
at the College and Joe McDonald - each ought to 
know, & send me the best idea he can get about is 
probable value. 

-24th - 
Sunday- worked on Old Yukon Trails - a new first 
chapter - but it seems to me too long and not 
material & I think I will cut most of it out. 

Diary 42, 1933 
September 25-
26 

-25th – 
Judge Alexander overruled my attempt to secure a 
default judgment against Porcupine Min. Co.  I am 
not surprised but I succeeded in getting them to 
come into court - with a general appearance, which 
was the main part of my effort, so I am pleased that 
far, anyway. 

-26th - 
As usual in office.  My dentist bored a hole in my 
aching tooth found it dead let the gas out & it is 
much better.  He will fill it when cleansed & found 
fit. 
My teeth are all good - have only lost 3 - broken 
out.  Have a fine set of teeth! 

Diary 42, 1933 
September 27-
28 

-27- 
Motions for Confirmation of Marshals sales in 
Matheson case - served on Paul & filed in court for 
action on Monday. 

-28th - 
Loaned O.F. Reochle $1000 new him in Fairbanks; 
he has spent the summer in the La Due - White 
River Country - say it is full of bear & that they 
have little food & readily attack every man that 
comes along. 
Told Pegues, Empire reporter. 
Philipp Smith, U.S. Geol. Survey, will go & examine 
“Concrete” Johnsons “claim” on Douglas Is. just 
north of Lawson Creek - opposite Juneau. 
Put $2500, P.O. Bonds in the Behrends Bank safe. 

Diary 42, 1933 
September 29- 
October 3 

-29th – 
As usual in the office. 
Business slow but enough to keen one in the office 
& busy. 

-30th – 
As usual:  Attended luncheon Bar Association.   
Judge Alexander also attends! 

-Octo. 1, 1933- 
Sunday.  At home. 

-Octo. 2 – 
Grand Jury meets today and a term of Court 
begins. I have several cases to work on & have my 
share of business. 

-3rd - 
In office as usual.  Gustav Oien, mining engineer 
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for Lerch returned from Sumdum mines. 

Diary 42, 1933 
October 4 

-4th – 
Letter from Lerch - read to Oien - saying he how 
has money & is coming to Juneau at once to go 
ahead with work. 
Served Demurrer on Fox. for the Greens in 
Westland v Bond & Green. 
Secured Confirmation of Sale in Matheson v 
Patenaude case and in Matheson v Walker, et. al 
yesterday. 
I have this day had the opinion in the case of U.S. 
v Lomen & Co. No 2880, Nome, with letter from 
Orton, Atty, for Lomens, copied & a copy of note to 
Sullivan, U.S. dist. atty. at Nome to find out why it 
was not included in 7th Alaska reports! 
It was first brought to light-in the Alaska Reindeer 
Hearings in 

Diary 42, 1933 
October 4-5 

4 
Washington before a special Committee consisting 
of Sisson, Asst Atty Genl. Senator Kendrick, U.S. 
Senator from Wyoming and Hon Scott Leavitt, of 
Montana.  I shall also submit copy to Judge 
Holtzheimer, now U.S. Atty. at Juneau, & try & find 
out about its history.  It may be all right & then it 
may not! 

-5- 
Transferred Saving Act - $500.00 my checking act. 
Oien, mining engineer for Lerch back from 
Sumdum - there is no money here from Lerch yet, 
for him or anyone else.  Many people looking up 
old workings on mining claims long since 

Diary 42, 1933 
October 5 

5 
abandoned at the price of gold in these days, 
$20.67 per ounce. 
Some 3 or 4 months ago, however, the U.S. went 
off the gold standard - the President compelled all 
the gold held by the people to be turned into the 
Govt banks & mints at the old price of $20.76. per 
ounce - today the price has advanced to $31.84 -
more than $1100 per ounce - the Govt wont sell for 
less - and it is estimated the owners thus 
compelled to turn in their gold lost - in total - about 

Two & a half Billion dollars! 
I do not know how correct these totals may be but 
the ratios are correct & the total may be. 

Diary 42, 1933 
October 6-9 

-6-7th – 
Grace had a swell card Party last night  Lt. Perkins, 
U.S.N. & Mrs. Perkins (formerly one of the school 
teachers here in Juneau) Mifs Bourgette & Mr. 
Gustav Oien.  Busy in the office during the day & 
reworking over some of my chapters in Old Yukon 
Trails.  I shall be lost for pleasant employment 
when that Ms. ended – if I ever get to the end! 

-8- 
Sunday – at home in the library 

-9th - 
Court is in session – Grand jury but no trial jury yet 
& Finally got my pleadings in shape in the Fritsche 
case!  Sent 

Diary 42, 1933 
October 9-11 

9 
copy of Orton letter and opinion of Judge 
Holtzheimer in Lomen Reindeer Case to Leroy M. 
Sullivan, U.S. Atty. Nome with letter of inquiry. 

-10th – 
Got final, & I think, legal service on Robertson 
today, in the case of Fritsche v Porcupine Mining 
Co. case.  Sent copies to Fritsche in Seattle. 

-11th - 
Wrote letter to L.D. Roach today saying that I 
would not again be a candidate for Delegate and 
would be glad to support Judge Clegg.  I doubt if 
Clegg will run, though, without he is supplanted in 
the judgeship by some Democrat! 

Diary 42, 1933 
October 12-14 

-12th – 
Recd. copy of “Spanish Explorations in the Strait of 
Juan de Fuca.”  Wagner, Fins Arts Press. Santa. 
Ana, California. - a fine book. 
Judge Le Fevre, took dinner with us.  We talked ‘98 
conditions in Skagway. Le Fevre worked on White 
Pass.  A Mr. Orloff (born on Kodiak Is) also called 
& we three read & talked until a late hour. Orloff is 
a Russian scholar. 

-13th – 
Grace gave a “party” for “Jack” Newmarker, - 
birthday cake etc. Faulkners & Malcolm. 

-14th - 



Juneau Bar Assoc. dinner at Robertsons camp, 
Auke Bay, Gov. Troy, Judge Alexander – all the 
lawyers - Venison dinner. 

Diary 42, 1933 
October 15 

-15th - 
Bob Peratovich, accompanied by a Mr. Wolf - 
school teacher from Klawok, also Hawksworth and 
Gordon, from Bureau of Indian Affairs called me up 
early & I went to their office to discuss Peratovich 
cannery troubles about Lindenberger lease etc.  
Nostrand met with us at 12 m. we agreed on 
treatment of the case - Do northing until Bob goes 
to Seattle & attempts to get a settlement with 
Lindenberger. 
 Our Bar Assoc. dinner at Robertsons cabin on 
the Auk beach an enjoyable affair.  Meetings at Bar 
Assoc. every Saturday at noon lunch at Baileys 
Cafe - in Juneau – is a good way to extend friendly 
relations among the lawyers. 
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 [inside front cover – clipping] 
HONORARY DOCTOR OF 

LAWS DEGREE CONFERRED 
ON JAMES WICKERSHAM 

Pres. Bunnell Presents 
Candidate For Honor 

To Mrs. Hess, Secretary 
 Of Board Of Trustees. 

RECORD IS CITED 
Second Honorary Degree 

To Be Conferred By 
Alaska College 

 An inspiring feature of the Thirteenth Annual 
Commencement exercises held at the College May 
20 was conferring the honorary degree of Doctor of 
Laws upon James Wickersham in recognition of 
the long and faithful service to the territory and to 
the College. 
 This is the second honorary degree that the 
Alaska Agricultural College and School of Mines 
has awarded.  The first was an honorary degree of 
Doctor of Science to General James Gordon 
Steese at the tenth Annual Commencement in May 
1932.  
 In presenting Judge Wickersham to Mrs. Luther 
C. Hess, Secretary of the Board of Trustees for the 
honor, President Bunnell cited his many 
noteworthy accomplishments. 
 James Wickersham, a native of the state of 
Illinois, was admitted to the Bar in 1880.  He was 
Probate Judge in Pierce County, Washington, from 
1884 to 1888.  During 1893 and 1894 he was City 
Attorney at Tacoma, Washington. 
 In 1900 Mr. Wickersham came to Alaska to be 
United States District Judge of the third division, 
which position he held until 1907. 

 He was Delegate from Alaska to the 61st-66th 
Congress from 1909 to 1921, a period of 12 years.  
During this time he introduced the Bill which 
resulted in the construction of the Alaska 
Agricultural College and School of Mines.  This Act 
was approved March 4, 1915 and Mr. Wickersham 
laid the cornerstone of the College on July 4, 1915.  
He returned to the College last year to deliver the 
Commencement Address and to break the sod on 
the site of the Eilson Memorial Building. 
 Between 1931 and 1933 he returned to 
Washington as Delegate from Alaska to the 72nd 
Congress of the United States.  Since 1933 he has 
been practicing law in Juneau. 
 He is editor of Alaska Territorial Law Reports in 
seven volumes covering a period of from 1867 to 
1928, and Bibliography of Alaskan Literature, 
listing publications concerning Alaska between 
1724-1924. 
 The doctor’s robe was placed upon Judge 
Wickersham by Mrs. Luther C. Hess and Dean 
Ernest N. Patty.  The diploma was presented by 
Mrs. Hess.  This honor having been bestowed, and 
in response to President Bunnell who was the first 
to congratulate him, Judge Wickersham, showing 
great appreciation, responded simply, “I thank 
you.” 
 As soon as the Benediction has been said, 
crowds of friends filed onto the commencement 
stage and congratulated him upon his receiving the 
honor.  Judge Wickersham, in his several 
statements, expressed himself as being very 
pleased with, and sincerely grateful for, the honor 
bestowed upon him. 
 
[clipping] 

DOCTOR OF LAWS 
 The conferring of the honorary degree of Doctor 
of Laws upon Judge James Wickersham at the last 
Commencement of the Alaska College was most 
appropriate.  It is fitting that the College should give 
distinguished recognition to the man who did more 
than any other one person to bring it in to being, 
who worked whole-heartedly for it when the 



majority of the people in the Territory thought that 
the attempt to establish an institution of higher 
learning in Alaska was quixotic and ridiculous.  
Judge Wickersham while Delegate to Congress, 
fostered the bill introduced into the Senate of the 
United States in 1915 granting four sections of land 
for a site for an agricultural college and school of 
Mines.  On the 4th of July of that year Delegate 
Wickersham gave the principal address at the 
laying of the cornerstone for the first building.  He 
then did a great deal to foster enthusiasm in the 
Territory and to get an appropriation from the 
Territorial Legislature for the construction of the 
building. 
 Judge Wickersham is worthy of the honorary 
degree for other reasons besides his interest in 
and early work for the College.  He is a 
throughgoing Alaskan and has a deep interest in 
the Territory, and as a student of its history he has 
collected much interesting and valuable material.  
His “Bibliography of Alaskan Literature” will long 
remain a valuable reference book for historians 
and others. 

Diary 43, 1933 
October 16-18 

October 16, 1933. 
Argued demurrer before Judge Alexander in 
Westerland vs Green - Bond: Court held with me - 
plaintiff asks rehearing:  We have friends, Pond 
and Winter for dinner tonight. 

-17th – 
My commission of Notary Public expires today & I 
am having it renewed. 

-18th - 
Court meets every day - trail jury.  I make no effort 
to get criminal business - it is undesirable & there 
is neither honor nor profit in it. 

Diary 43, 1933 
October 18 

18 
[clipping] 

THE ALASKA WEEKLY 
Published Every Friday By  

THE ALASKA WEEKLY CORPORATION 
2100 5th Avenue, at Lenora, Seattle, Washington 

SEATTLE, WASHINGTON, FRIDAY, OCTOBER 6, 
1933 

Sidelights of Sourdough 

Reunion in Los Angeles 
 Right here we want to share with you all some of 
the splendid letters read during the convention.  
Everyone loved the letter from Judge James 
Wickersham, which began: “It would he a pleasure 
to attend the festivities at that famous roadhouse, 
and sit with you, crowding near the round-bellied, 
red hot oil tank stove, stuffed with a roaring fire of 
spruce wood, while our felt shoes and wet socks 
hang steaming from the bailing wire stretched on 
the pole frame around the stove pipe, as we listen, 
open-mouthed to some gray-headed Yukon liar 
trying to outdo the last one.  How often we have 
been happily entertained by Bill McPhee, 
‘Waterfront’ Brown, Dan Callahan, George Kilroy, 
Gordon Bettles, Bruce Slater and other of the 
numerous Yukon sons of Ananias - and how we 
loved it, and them.  May their kind never perish! 
 “Memory calls up the picture, as I write, of the old 
time around house table, as you will probably see it 
at your convention feast in the most beautiful city of 
America – (how to you think Seattle likes that, 
Judge?), with its Granite coffee pots, one at each 
end of the board, presided over by good old 
“Flatwheel” himself, flanked by cans of Eagle 
Brand Milk, with nail holes ready for use, the can 
artistically ornamented with a picture of the 
contented cow: plates piled high with stacks of 
sourdough flapjacks, hunks of alleged fresh 
California butter just out of the brine barrel, platters 
overflowing with bacon and beans, a huge roast of 
cariboo just off a nearby hillside, cans of Vermont 
Maple syrup blended in a San Francisco 
warehouse, and jars of A.C. Co. pickles - a plentiful 
supply of grub, fit for any mustier who straddled a 
gee-pole and cussed the dogs for a twenty-mile 
jaunt since he ate his breakfast at his mornings 
camp fire.  I would be happy to sit with you and 
drink a tin cup of Hooch Albert’s best Circle City 
Brew, or even take a swig from the bottle of Cyrus 
Noble - but its a long wet trail from Alaska to your 
miners meeting on the great outside, and I cannot 
come. 
 “Sometime during the reunion, stop proceedings 
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for at least one minute and say a prayer for the un-
fortunates - men and women who failed to find the 
longed-for pot of gold, but whose mortal remains 
rest in lonely or unknown graves somewhere in the 
wilderness of the Northland, far from home and 
kindred; and, do not forget the hard working and 
faithful dogs who drew our sleds and shared our 
hardships and grub piles along the Arctic trails.  
Imagine them tied to nearby spruce trees, in the 
open, after their once-a-day meal of dried salmon 

Diary 43, 1933 
October 18 

18 
or N.A.T. ’98 bacon and rice, and ask every dog lo-
ver present to stand and listen to the reading of 
verse from Frank Cotters roughneck rhyme to the 
Malamute: 
But you can’t tell me God would have Heaven 
So that a man couldn’t mix with his friends; 
That we are doomed to meet disappointment 
When we come to the place the trail ends. 
That would be a low grade sort of Heaven, 
And I’d never regret a damned sin  
If I mush up to the gates, white and pearly, 
And they don’t let my malamute in. 
 “And since you have thought it wise to organize 
the International Sourdough Reunion, Inc., for the 
perpetuation in your adopted homes of the true and 
romantic spirit of the Yukon Northland, whose 
Arctic Brotherhood Motto has always been – ‘There 
is no Boundary line here’, you may excuse me for 
repeating an international verso intended for 
another occasion, but even there, dedicated to the 
constructive virtues of the pioneers of the Yukon. 
Who first explored the Kwikpak wide,  
 Who floated down wild Pelly’s tide, 
Who built fur posts for Indian trade 
 And bought the Book to the Yukon glade; 
Who blazed the trail over Dyea divide 
 Who built their boats on Lindemans side, 
Who worked the Stewart’s bar, awhile,  
 and found the paysteak on Forty Mile; 
Who mined at Circle, and Klondike Creeks, 
 Who camped at Nome, neath Anvil’s peaks, 
Who founded Fairbanks, opened its mines, 
 And prospected where the Iditarod twines. 

Who built its towns, its roads and trails, 
 Who planned its railroads, and laid rails; 
Who guide in counsel, in creating homes 
 And inlaying a States foundation stones. 
 “It is a patriotic duty you have undertaken to 
preserve the history and romance of the great 
Yukon basin stampedes, in which each of you bore 
your good brave part, and all Alaska wishes you a 
happy time at your Los Angeles Reunion.” 
 It would have done your heart good, Judge, to 
have heard the applause which followed the 
reading of this letter and to see the smiles on the 
faces of those at the “Miner’s Meetin’” you 
mentioned. 

-Oct. 18th continued. 
Dinner with Governor Troy tonight.  Present - the 
Governor, his daughters, Mrs. Morgan & Mrs. 
Bender, Judge & Mrs. Alexander; Com. of 
Education Mr. & Mrs. Karnes, Mr. & Mrs. Faulkner, 

Diary 43, 1933 
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18 
Mrs. Wickersham & I, and Mr. R.E. Bender, the 
Governors son-in-law. 
 After an excellent dinner the guests played 
“Bridge” - a card game utterly unknown to me, but 
in playing which the Alexander’s, Faulkners and 
the Governor are expert.  Mrs. Alexander sang and 
played the piano - in both of which she is singularly 
expert - she has a good well trained voice and 
sings & plays the piano like a prima donna.  The 
Alexanders are social beings, and seem greatly to 
enjoy their friends.  Grace won the first prize & 
Faulkner the other – Mrs. Faulkner is the most 
expert player in town & it was amusing to see him 
carry off even the lowest prize - not her. 

Diary 43, 1933 
October 19-21 

-19th – 
Working in the office. 

-20th – 
Same as yesterday. 

-21st - 
Court sustained my demurrer in Westland v Bond 
& Evans wife.  Misaction of the court relieves the 
Greens – my clients – from any charge on their 
property and leaves Bond to carry the burden – 
which is both equitable – lawful & just. 



Bar association meeting today.  Judge Alexander 
attends – he is very democratic in his manner & 
well liked by the lawyers. 

Diary 43, 1933 
October 22-23 

-22- 
Sunday, but I worked on brief on Mechanics Lien - 
for plaintiff as against Bond, in case of Westland v 
Bond & the Greens.  The latter are my clients & 
Bond has attempted to defraud both Westland & 
the Greens, hence my attempt to hold Bond liable - 
as he clearly appears to be under the citations of 
court decisions.  Cold Taku wind blowing. 

-23d- 
Attended court, but trail criminal case on & could 
not get anything done in my law matters. 
Taku wind blowing. 

Diary 43, 1933 
October 24-25 

-24- 
The very tempestuous Taku wind has been 
blowing three days, but is quieting down this 
evening.  Young Carrigan came in & settled for 
correspondence about his Tennessee lands - paid 
me $1500! 

-25th - 
Calm & snowing.  Grace had two mechanics 
working till late, getting the attic apartment ready 
for a Mr. & Mrs. Davidson, connected with the U.S. 
Geological Survey.  Tonights Empire says Gov. 
Troy is going to Washington at request of the Sec. 
Int. to look after Alaska appro’s. 

Diary 43, 1933 
October 26-27 

-26th – 
Working on law brief for court argument in 
Westland lien case - for Fox - who thinks he is 
beaten - but is not! 

-Octo. 27 - 
Married Deborah S. Bell, at Rochester, Illinois, 
Octo. 27, 1880. 
 Fox, Atty for Plfl. in Westland v Bond, is making a 
third attempt to get Judge Alexander to overrule my 
demurrer in that case.  Gov. Troy started last night 
to Wash. & just received a latter from Bunnell, 
Pres. Agri. College that he will be on next boat to 
same fountain of Demo. appropriations & offices. 
Recd. letter from Judge Gore, Nome, 
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that Larry Sullivan, Dist. Atty. at Nome has been 
requested to resign & did so, and that ONeill will 
take his position Immediately.  Gore thinks he will 
have a similar request soon.  He will return to 
Ketchikan, while Sullivan will Practice law at Nome 
for a time. 

-28th - 
Judge Alexander held Westland Lien insufficient - 
sustained general demurrer interposed by Stabler! 
& overruled Motion by Fox to set aside my order on 
demurrer.  This practically ends the case, but Fox 
intends to file an Amended Complaint trying to 
base a lien Equity as against Bond! 

Diary 43, 1933 
October 29- 
November 1 

-29th – 
Sunday, working in library arranging books & 
reading. 

-30- 
Wrote letter to Paul P. O’Brien, clerk U.S. Ct. Ct 
Appeals, S.F. asking for copy of printed Record in 
the case of Jackson v. U.S. 102. Fed. 473 – the 
only printed record of the trial of any of “Soapy” 
Smiths gang of Skagway highway men. 

-31st – 
As usual in the office. 

-Nov. 1, 1933 - 
Busy in the office as usual.  Also rewriting two first 
chapters for my “Old Yukon Trails.” 

Diary 43, 1933 
November 2 

-Nov. 2- 
Paying my monthly bills. 
One Swain, from Enumclaw, Wash. seems to have 
gotten hold of Fritsche’s stock in the Porcupine 
Min. Co. and has written to me about handling his 
claims – he is purchasing some of the liens of the 
miners who worked on the claims and other 
unalienable claims & wants to secure judgment for 
all these amounts & sell the mines & buy them in 
etc.  It is a mess & I am going to be careful about it.  
Will talk it over with Faulkner who sent Fritsche to 
me as a client.  Forgot to attend the weekly 
meeting of the Chamber of Commerce. 

Diary 43, 1933 
November 3-7 

-3rd – 
Have consulted with Henry Roden in relation to his 
becoming interested as attorney with me in the 
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Fritsche v Porcupine Mining Co. cases.  He will 
examine the papers and we may then average the 
matter. 

-6th – 
Have been sick at home for two days with a bad 
cold.  I am over it now & worked as usual in the 
office.  New business coming in but not in unusual 
amounts.  Still something new all the time. 

-7-th 
Same as usual in the office. 

Diary 43, 1933 
November 8 

-8th – 
Attended hearing in capitol of Juneau-Douglas 
Bridge matter.  Noyes, U.S.A. Engineer – quite a 
crowd & much interest – nothing. 
Genl. James Ashton, Tacoma in town – endorsed 
him to Behrends.  Sent Maud & Nellie $1000 Harry 
$5.  I expect they need much more.  Sent this 
telegram to La Guardia elected Mayor of new York 
yesterday: 

“Juneau, Alaska, Nov. 8, 1933. 
Hon. J.H. LaGuardia, 
New York City: We Alaskans congratulate you on 
your glorious victory stop  you well deserve that 
honor and we hope 

Diary 43, 1933 
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the highest office comes to you in early time. 

James Wickersham 
He carried New York over the determined 
opposition of both Tammany and the Roosevelt 
administration – by majority.  He has consistently 
been friendly to Dan Sutherland & myself in all 
Alaska matters. 

-9th - 
Attended luncheon at Chamber of Commerce 
meeting today & heard Mr. Phil Bradley denounce 
the Presidents gold – financial plans most 
vigorously – also his N.R.A. efforts & said the 
people in the 
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Were bring strong oppositions etc.  It was a strong 
anti-Roosevelt speech & will not get any applause 
from the Democratic press. 

-10- 
Catching up on correspondence & having two last 

– (using the 1st and 2nd) Chapters of my Old Yukon 
Trails typed. 

-11th - 
Armistice Day.”  Worked on finishing (for the 3rd 
time) my Ms. “Old Yukon Trails.”  Am refreshing 
some sheets by retyping and adding two new 
chapters – Mrs. Davis (Uncle Sam’s Attic) would be 
shocked to see them! 
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-12th – 
Sunday.  Same as yesterday! 

-13th - 
My old Tacoma friend, Gennas James M. Ashton, 
called – he is here in the matter of raising the S.S. 
Islander, which sank off the south end of Douglas 
Island with a loss of about 70 passengers.  She is 
supposed to have on board about a Million dollars, 
more or less.  She was found some three or 4 
years ago, and is now being raised from about 300 
feet  They now have her on shore of Admiralty Is. 
in about 40 feet of water, and will finish the   
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job in the spring.  Ashton represents the law 
questions & also the Salvage Co. which is doing 
the work, and suggests that if any serious matter 
rises he wants me to assist R.E. Robertson as 
counsel! 

-14th – 
Genl. “Jim” Ashton, my old Tacoma friend, of 1883 
to date, took dinner with us tonight & seemed to 
enjoy it very much. 

-15th - 
Same as usual in the office. 
I loaned Gustav Oien, $4000 to make a trip to 
Seattle to get the supplies for his Assay Office. 

Diary 43, 1933 
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-16th – 
With the assistance of a good stenographer have 
this day finished the third re writing of my Ms. “Old 
Yukon Trails,” and intend to send it to West Pub. 
Co. St. Paul, hoping they may publish it as a relief 
to lawyers & judges & give them a book relating to 
Courts in the Wilderness!  Anyway I shall not again 
re write or change or add to it.  Its done, and if no 
publisher become interested I will add it to my ms 
in my Alaska Library and let it lie there until some 



one will be interested hereafter and a publisher 
shall appear – someone will in time! 
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November 17 

-17th - 
Had a group of Indians in the office today – told 
them plainly the troubles which prevented the 
passage of the bill to pay the Tlingit & Haida tribes 
– by the U.S. – for their tribal lands taken by the 
U.S. in 1867.  Present: Johnson of Kake, Eli 
Katanook of Sitka, Williams of Hoonah & Brown of 
Haines.  I made it clear to them that they had a fair 
case against the U.S. for recovery, but they must 
organize their best men, employ a lawyer, -1 or 
more – and be loyal to him & their case – and that 
their chances were fair to recover their claim. 
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-18th – 
Same as usual in the office. 
Bar Association at Baileys Café. – an interesting 
talk by “Jack” Hellenthal on “Natural Law.” 

-19th – 
Sunday.  Long walk – around Willoughby Ave – 
Movies to see “Madame Butterfly” with Grace! 

-20th – 
In the office as usual.  Grace is reading my Ms. 
“Old Yukon Trails” for errors in copying. 

-21st - 
My old Fairbanks friend J.D. (“Jack) Reagh, 
formerly in business with Dicky & others in 
Fairbanks in 
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general merchandise – butter & eggs, etc. called 
this afternoon & we had a good talk about early 
days in the Tanana.  He owned some Cleary Creek 
Claims etc. and sold to the A.E.Co. – he got more 
for his claims than I did for mine.  He advised me to 
write to Jack Mihalcik – who owns claims near my 
Ester-Eva creek claims, about the value of my 
claim.  He is on the S.S.                going to Seward 
& possibly to Fairbanks. 

-22nd - 
Wrote Reply Brief in Matheson Case today.  
Appellers brief does not seem to me to be serious. 

Diary 43, 1933 
November 23-24 

-23rd – 
Left my Ms. “Old Yukon Trails” with Phillip Smith, 

Geological Survey, today to scan & suggest errors, 
especially in matters of information about 
nomenclature etc int the Kantishna river country.  
He seemed interested. 

-24th - 
The “Elks Lodge” is holding a Card game this 
evening – a sort of general gathering to determine 
the best players in that order.  Mrs. Faulkner and 
Grace are taking part in the tournament and hope 
to “get in the money” – as horse races say – they 
will probably “also ran” – as the disappointed 
politician are described! 

Diary 43, 1933 
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-25th - 
The criminal business of this term of court ended 
yesterday.  Every man or woman charged with 
crime was convicted – and there was not one that 
could pay a lawyers fee!  Of course I had no 
criminal defense, but the others who had, are 
bewailing their luck.  We will now have such civil 
cases as are on the docket – I have two of the 
best, but cannot probably get them to trial at this 
term.  Our system of law enforcement, especially in 
Alaska, is ancient, and deplorably inefficient.  
Crime is increasing all over our country.  We must 
soon adopt more prompt and rigorous action or 
criminals will rule the country. 
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-25th continued- 
Grace & Mrs. Faulkner came home last night 
disappointed – the “Bridge Game” like all such 
games run by brighter people – was not what they 
had anticipated & they did not quite understand the 
rules!  They had 200 people playing at 50 tables – 
by the Elks for Charity! 

While there is little litigation with fees to 
correspond to the amount of the labor, I am 
“prospecting” – in old mining locations.  Many 
patents to mining ground were obtained years ago 
when it was a new business in this locality & some 
of these were abandoned by the owners.  I am 
searching the records for such abandoned 
patented ground & the owners! 

Diary 43, 1933 
November 25 

-25th continued- 
Jim York is happy – he originated a plan to sell the 
Berner’s Bay Mines to a Canadian crowd of mining 
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operators, & was notified today that his plan had 
succeeded! 

At the Bridge Game last night four ladies, at the 
same table, won = Gov. Troys two daughters & 
Mrs. Holzheimer & Mrs. Alexander!! 

Sent my Reply Brief in the case of Matheson v 
National Surety Co. to the Clerk U.S. Court of 
Appeals – the case was heard, however, 3 or 4 
days ago – in San Francisco! 

Diary 43, 1933 
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-26th – 
Sunday.  Reading. 

-27th - 
Starting in to arrange my Misc. letters & papers so 
as to bundle them in orderly manner.  Will destroy 
most of them as uninteresting & useless. 
We had dinner Saturday evening with Dr. Phillip 
Smith at Mrs. Madders restaurant.  It was the 33d 
anniversary of his marriage – Mrs. Lucas[?] made 
him a “birthday” cake, & about 20 of United States 
Lucas & wife, Wernecke & wife, Watson & wife, 
Governors 2 daughters, the DeVignes, 
Wickersham’s, Jack Hilliard. 
We had a good dinner, then they played cards & I 
was excused & went home. 

Diary 43, 1933 
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-28th - 
Pond came in to answer my inquiry about what to 
do with the case of Goldstein v Pond.  He surprised 
me by saying that secretly he & Mrs. Simpson 
(Goldstein) had settled the case some time ago.- it 
appears Mrs. Simpson employed H.D. Stabler, 
Atty. & he got Pond & the matter was arranged = 
Pond needed money & feared the lawsuit – so 
Belle loaned him $1500- & took a mortgage –
(that’s the agreement) for $3500.- payable in 3 
years at 4%!  Foxy Belle!!  Foolish Pond!  He 
needs a Guardian.  This is first I have heard of the 
plan & Pond tells me Hellenthals do not know it yet!

Diary 43, 1933 
November 28-29 

-28th continued – 
Willis Nowell tells me his family owns controlling 
interests in Alaska Consolidated Mining Co. claims 
on Douglas Is. & that he will write to his brother 
George & get authority to sell = they have a dozen 
or more patented mining – quartz claims. 

-29th - 

Femmer came in to consult with me about his 
daughter – he says she went up to Haines to visit a 
lady friend & while there attended a “drinking party” 
with the friend – they all got drunk & to make things 
exciting Femmer’s girl was married to a sergeant at 
the Army Post!  And now what? 

Diary 43, 1933 
November 30- 
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-30th – 
Thanksgiving Day.  We worked in the library all 
day.  Went to the Gastineau Restaurant for one 
Dinner – and then to the “Movies” to see Will 
Rogers play in “Too Busy to Work.” 

-Dec. 1st 1933- 
Finally Robertson today served me with an Answer 
in the case of Fritsche v Porcupine Mining Co! 
Fierce “taku” wind started up this afternoon – 
snowing also. 

-2nd - 
Wrote a letter to Pond disapproving his settlement 
with Mrs. Simpson of the case of Goldstein v Pond, 
et. al. 
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Secretly through her attorney he has put himself in 
her power again, & I determined to make a record 
so as to prevent him from blaming me when it turns 
out to be a bad settlement.  Lunch with Bar 
Association – these are interesting meetings! 

-3rd – 
Sunday – took long walk.  Had company for dinner 
– Mr. & Mrs. Davidson &             Bennett. 

-4th - 
Consultation with Rose Femmer – Ferguson – 
Meleher – married this last time when drunk – 20 
yrs old.  No ground for Divorce – but possibly for 
an annulment!  She is 
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daughter of my friends DB. Femmer a prominent 
business man & got married to a soldier at Haines 
when on a drunk with wild party.  The suit also 
must naturally raise the question of the jurisdiction 
of the “Commissioner” at Haines who issued the 
marriage license in this case, for he was appointed 
by a court order giving him only certain limited 
power less than the statute authorizing the District 
Judge to appoint him - & in my judgment the order 



of his appointment is void & his acts entirely null & 
void, for the Statute requires such office to be “a 
duly appointed and qualified United States 
Commissioner.” 

Diary 43, 1933 
December 5-8 

-5- 
The more I study the law applicable to the 
appointment of hybrid U.S. Commissioners the 
more I am inclined to think they are not legally 
appointed.  However it will take an actual test case 
to determine the right of the case. 

-6th – 
Poor old Bill Casey, now, tells me he has a cancer 
on the top of his right ear, & must have an 
operation. 
Working in the office as usual. 

-7th – 
[No entry} 

-8th - 
Drawing Reply to Robertsons Answer – in Fritsche 
v Porcupine Mining Co.  Sent letters & copy 

Diary 43, 1933 
December 8-10 

8 
of Defts. answer to Fritsche also to Swain, 
Enumclaw, Washington.  Robertson extended my 
time to reply until next Wednesday. 

-9th – 
Working on Answer Fritsche case. 
Attended Bar Assoc. luncheon. 

-10th - 
Sunday.  In the office.  Wrote a letter to Herbert 
Putnam.  Librarian Congressional Library asking 
assistance of Dr. Henry E. Browne, consultant in 
European History, in the library, to ascertain facts 
about Lt. Col. Von Rosen, said to be in Swedish 
Army in Estonia in about 1684, & said to be the 
father of Martha, a serf bastard girl, who 

Diary 43, 1933 
December 10 

10 
was taken prisoner by the Russians at the battle of 
Marienburg & became the mistress and slave of 
Meushikoff & later of Peter the Great, then his wife 
& later his empress and on his death the Empress 
Catherine I, who gave Bering his final instructions 
to proceed in 1725 on his voyage of discovery in 
the north Pacific ocean – when he discovered 
Alaska – 1728-1741. 

Also finished & had copied by a stenographer – 
typist Reply to Answer in Fritsche v Porcupine 
Mining Co. 
Also sent Mifs Patricia Hobbs, - friend of Mrs. Mary 
Lee Davis, copies of poetry written by Alaska 
school children for her “Anthology.” 

Diary 43, 1933 
December 11 

-11th - 
Served reply in Fritsche case on Robertson, atty, 
for Defendant.  Wrote Fritsche & sent him copies of 
Reply – gave him situation as it stands today & 
asked for information & instructions about course 
he wished to pursue in the Swaine matter. 

I had a talk with Phillip Smith Saturday evening 
about my Ms. “Old Yukon Trails” which he is 
reading.  He seems to be pleased with it, but is not 
through reading yet – he suggested he would write 
to the Editor of Geographic Magazine & 
recommend they publish it. 

Diary 43, 1933 
December 12-14 

-12th – 
Busy in the office – nothing much. 

-13th – 
Received from O.B. Swain, Enumclaw, papers in 
his proposed case against Porcupine Min. Co. also 
Berry Lien from Atty. Jas. A. Dougan, 811 Lowman 
Bldg. Seattle in same case: with instructions to 
proceed with suits.  Called in Henry Roden & 
conferred with him – for I wish him to assist me as 
counsel in these two items. 

-14th - 
Sent Harry & Maud, each M.O. for $500 for 
Christmas present – I think they need food & but 
send the money & not a present. 

Diary 43, 1933 
December 14-16 

14 
Sending Christmas Cards & Presents. 

-15th – 
Robertson served Notice to take the Deposition of 
Pomeroy & 3 other witnesses in the Fritsche Case.  
I immediately sent them to Fritsche with a letter of 
this date etc.   showed them to Roden & Faulkner, 
both, & they each said it was not necessary to file 
Xex interrogations. 

-16th - 
Lunch with Bar Association as usual.  Phillip Smith 
sent my Ms. Old Yukon Trails back with a detailed 
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report, showing that he had read it carefully & 
criticized it with care & without fear.  His criticism 
makes  

Diary 43, 1933 
December 16-17 

16 
it necessary to make a few alterations – mostly in 
short phrases, and I am much pleased with what 
he suggests.  In most instances they aid the text, 
but in a few I cannot agree with him & will not make 
the suggested changes.  I am greatly indebted to 
him for his careful examination and suggestions 
which have given me more confidence in the story 
that I have before had.  I shall write a letter and tell 
him so.  Although I do not gather the idea that he is 
at all enthusiastic about it. 

-17th - 
Sunday.  At home reading – a bad wind blowing. 

Diary 43, 1933 
December 18-20 

-18th – 
One of the unusual cold spells & a “taku” wind 
freezing Juneau. 

-19th – 
Unusual Cold - 13° below zero – with Taku wind.  
Spent the day in the office making corrections in 
Ms. Old Yukon Trails, as per Smiths suggestions & 
rearranging the Chapters to my own satisfaction in 
spite of Mary Lee Davis’ criticisms.  So cold that 
few persons are on the street – its like Sunday. 

-20- 
Same as usual in the office. 
Cold storm still blowing. 

Diary 43, 1933 
December 21-22 

-21st – 
Christmas cards and presents are both coming & 
going.  Grace has sent out many of both & enjoys 
it, and is now acknowledging cards, generally by 
sending another when they are from some one to 
whom she did not send one. 
Still 8° below zero & wind, but the wind seems to 
be dying out. 

-22nd - 
The short day of the year – the sun rose this 
morning down the mid channel of the Gastineau – 
at 9 oclock – clear & bright – passed behind Mt. 
Jumbo at exactly 12 m. out in half an hour & 
hidden again at 130 behind the next mountain – in 
sight 4 hours! 

Diary 43, 1933 
December 22-23 

22 
Darrell sent me 2 boxes of Cigars – just when I am 
trying, without success, to quit smoking!  I greatly 
enjoy a good cigar, but too much indulgence gives 
me a sore throat & prevents sound sleep – still I 
smoke! 

-23rd - 
We have had two weeks of queer weather – clear, 
cold & windy – a most unusual spell of weather for 
Juneau.  Not a drop of rain – but a Taku wind 
blowing & a clear sky. 
Henry Roden is going down to Seattle on other 
business and I have given him letters of 
introduction to Fritsche, Swain & Dougan, who are 
interested in the Porcupine Mining 
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23 
Co. cases in some way, and have asked them to 
talk to him freely & give him all the facts in these 
cases.  I intend to take Henry in the cases & wish 
him to get a good report of the evidence from these 
men who knew the facts & who are interested as 
clients. 
Lunch at Juneau Bar Association meeting at 
Baileys – enjoyable.  Everybody out today – 
warmer – buying Christmas presents.  Went to 
movie theater with Grace. 

-24th - 
‘Twas the day before Christmas.”  Grace is as 
pleased as a child – with her Christmas presents.  
A clear beautiful day – getting warmer. 

Diary 43, 1933 
December 25 

-25th - 
Christmas Day:  Clear & Cold.  We had a “tree” 
with highly colored electric lights in the dining 
room.  Davidson’s had another on the 3rd floor – 
Called on Davidsons & also the Newmarker’s – 
had glass of toddy at both places & then to Dinner 
– a good old-fashioned “Turkey Christmas Dinner” 
with the Faulkners – present Mr. & Mrs. B.M. 
Behrends.  Mr. & Mrs. John Mullen, Grace & I, Mrs. 
Parker - & Jean Faulkner.  at the table for the little 
folks, Virginia Mullen, Douglas Parker & Malcolm – 
it was a fine dinner 
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25 
after which we had a hilarious time with games in 
the parlor. 

-26th – 
Same in office.  Have lost the pictures which I had 
selected as illustrations in Old Yukon Trails” – am 
searching everything in the house & so far cannot 
find them. 

-27- 
The “Alaska” is in the harbor and our Fairbanks 
friends Mr. & Mrs. Pinkerton called – they say 
business is good in my old town.  Busy in office. 

-28th - 
In a special Geological Survey on the “Lode 
Deposits of Eureka and Vicinity Kantishna District, 
Alaska, “ – Geo. Survey 
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December 28 

28 
Bulleting No. 849.F.” page 352, - 1933.  the official 
admission is now made that, “In 1903 Hon George 
(James) Wickersham at that time Judge of the third 
division of Alaska, conducted an expedition from 
Fairbanks to the head of navigation on the 
Kantishna River and then went overland to Mt. 
McKinley.  While traversing the Kantishna Hills he 
found gold in the gravel of some of the stream 
beds, and his report of the occurrence of gold there 
induced J.B. Quigley to go into the region.” etc.  
Even this mistake in my name does not prevent 
entirely it from giving my party the credit for being 
the first discoverers of gold in the Kantishna region.

Diary 43, 1933 
December 29-30 

-29th – 
Little in the office – conference with the Gorhams 
about their mortgage to one Anderson for benefit of 
creditors.  Wrote Winden, Tacoma for statement of 
my income for 1933 in aid of mine to U.S. for 
income tax return.  Still cold & clear & below zero.! 

-Dec. 30th - 
Same in office: Bar Assoc. meeting lunch.  Drawing 
Application for Femmer Wharf Permit – rock fill.  I 
received a letter address to “G.” Wickersham – 
“Grace,” from Al White, urging attention to the 
“White Service Bureau” – a scheme similar to R.E. 
Robertsons – “Alaska 
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Service Corporation” -  a scheme to give him 
power to bring suits in his corporation’s name, and 
to act as attorney for it, so as to double the fees, 
costs, etc.  With White’s letter he sent a printed 
“Who’s Who in Government” slip giving a list of all 
the public functions & offices he has held or been 
connected with, etc.  He has also been publishing 
a flaring card or prospectus in the “Daily Empire” in 
respect to the same matters.  These “private” 
corporations are generally dishonest, unethical, of 
course & I think I will object to the issuances of this 
one to White! 

Diary 43, 1933 
December 31- 
January 1, 1934 

-Dec. 31st – 
Sunday.  Taku wind still blowing – 10° below zero – 
for 3 weeks now.  Unusual weather for such a long 
period. 

January 1, 1934 
Spent part of the day in the office briefing the law 

in relation to the “Personal Service Corporation’s” 
of Robertson and Al. White, and have concluded 
they are illegal, and without authority of law.  
Called on Atty General Truitt at his residence –
(Assembly Hotel) and conferred with him about 
them.  He takes my view & will ask Frank Boyle, 
Ter. Auditor to withhold filing – if offered – until he 
can 

Diary 43, 1934 
January 1-2 

1 
investigate the legality of the Articles of 
Incorporation. 
We had dinner tonight for a few friends = Mrs.           
Mifs Kate Long, school teachers in History and my 
friends Stivers ad Henning.  A good turkey & a 
pleasant after dinner in the library. 

January 2nd , 1934 
Called on Boyle, Ter. Auditor, & found him & Truitt, 
Atty General, in consultation about Al White’s 
proposed “Whites Service Bureau.”  I made 
objection to its filing in the Auditors office & Boyle 
said he would not allow it to be filed until objections 
could be heard. 

Diary 43, 1934 
January 3 

-3rd - 
Found my lost pictures, maps, etc. to be used in 
“Old Yukon Trails” – in my library – where I had, I 
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thought, examined every scrap of paper!!  But I 
found them, at last, much to my relief!  My Ms. is 
finished for all time, & now my illustrations are at 
hand, and I shall soon get the Ms. to traveling to a 
much desired publisher, but the hard times & 
general want of interest in Alaska may prevent 
progress – until the Roosevelt programme of 
seeking the return of prosperity by Waste is ended 
and we shall recovery by work and Economy! 

Diary 43, 1934 
January 4-5 

-4th – 
Have written letter to Femmer about his wharf 
Permit – warning him of errors therein – he 
promises to follow my warning! 

-5th - 
Femmer called, signed his application for a Permit 
to construct a rock filled dyke to protect his wharf & 
mailed it to Lt. John Noyes, U.S.A. Eng. Corps. 
Prepared Brief in support of objection to be made 
tomorrow before the Juneau Bar Association 
against Personal Service Corporations – practicing 
law – directed to R.E. Robertsons corporation & Al. 
Whites prospectus in which he advises the public 
that he intends to prepare another. 

Diary 43, 1934 
January 6 

-6th - 
At the meeting of the Juneau Bar Association held 
at Baileys Café today I brought up the matter of Al. 
Whites advertisement, etc. in the proposed 
formation of White’s Service Bureau:  I read Whites 
Advertisement printed in the Daily Empire of Dec. 
29-30, his letter addressed to corporations & 
people generally calling attention to the great value 
of his Bureau as a Trustee for Estates, etc. & his 
“Who’s Who in Government,” – all unethical & 
fraudulent attempts to secure business for his 
Bureau, & thereto the laws relating to “Personal 
Service Agent Corporations” etc. all of which 
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January 6 

6 
greatly disturbed R.E. Robertson, who established 
& has earned on for 5 years & more the “Alaska 
Personal Service Agents,” a corporation organized 
March 3, 1928 as a side issue to Robertsons law 
business.  Al White who is very recently admitted 
as a lawyer, saw a good thing in it, & started out, 
with his advertisements to organize either a 

corporation or a Bureau, as a side issue to his 
proposed law business.  My statement was heard, 
whereupon on motion of Faulkner the Association 
appointed a special committee of three – Faulkner 
Fox & Monagle, to investigate & make a report 
back to the Association. 

Diary 43, 1934 
January 6 

6 
I also prepared a brief covering the general 
features of the law problems and covering the 
Alaska Organic Act & the acts of the Territorial 
Legislatures in relation to such Personal Service 
corporations.  All my papers were turned over to 
the Special Committee, and I will now allow that 
body to work out the case to suit itself.  The 
lawyers – some 18 in number – seemed largely in 
favor of the Investigation & Report.  Of course 
Robertson, his partner Monagle, a member of the 
Committee, Frank Foster & Grover Winn, are 
expected to be with White – but in a small minority.  
It will help clean the Bar of frauds. 

Diary 43, 1934 
January 7-8 

-7th – 
Sunday – Went over my photographs & picked out 
a great number from which to choose those I may 
want as illustrations in the “Old Yukon Trails.”  That 
damned Ms is now completed – again! 

-8th - 
Had a conference in my office today with Frank A. 
Boyle, auditor, about the estate of John Dolan, one 
of Boyles friends who is under observation for 
insanity.  Dolan owns several quartz gold mines in 
Sheep Creek basin – of little value probably for 
gold, but with a greater potential value as a source 
of water supply for Juneau.  He was interested – 
especially in relation to the water supply 
suggestion. 

Diary 43, 1934 
January 9-10 

-9th – 
We had the Fairbanks College Basket Ball team up 
to our house last night with their girls & friends.  
Grace gave them a midnight lunch – case [cake], 
coffee etc. music and dancing – 50 people! and an 
enjoyable time generally.  Mr. & Mrs. Flory, 
Faulkner, etc. also.  Writing letters today: business 
& personal. 

-10th - 



Gustave Oien: mining engineer came back on last 
nights boat from Seattle with an assay outfit & will 
go into the mining game earnestly.  Jack Wilson 
came in to talk about going on Al White’s ticket – I 
advised him to steer clear of the White – Paul – 
Frank Foster combination & he will! 

Diary 43, 1934 
January 11-13 

-11th – 
Same as usual in office. 

-12th – 
Al White & Bill Paul are making up a ticket for the 
Republican party – neither of them voted that ticket 
2 years ago.  They are intending, so it is reported, 
to support George Grigsby for Delegate, Democrat 
against Dimond, Democrat, and if that appears it 
will probably beat their whole plan. 

-13th - 
Working on Ms. for Eighth Alaska Report – sending 
to Clerks 

Diary 43, 1934 
January 14-15 

-14th  
Sunday.  In library reading Russian History.  Peter 
the Great & Catherine I.  Catherine I, born a slave, 
was a far greater woman than Catherine II.! 

-15th - 
Ordway, the photographer, succeeds very well in 
recovering old & faded photographs!  Am preparing 
illustrations & some are old & faded – and must be 
restored – for Old Yukon Trails. 

Gus. Oion and Joe Waite are to go to work as 
partners – Alaska Assaying & Engineering Co. – 
Sam Daniels to work for them as assayer at $15000 
per month to pay for his own used material – 
contract being considered. 

Diary 43, 1934 
January 16-18 

-16th – 
Heavy snow storm.  Working on correcting errors & 
omissions in 8th Alaska Ms. 

-17th – 
Working on 8th Alaska Repts. 
Pegues, the editor of the Empire, is boosting Al. 
White in the editorial columns of that paper – 
helping to build up the Republican machine with Al. 
as its manager – so that the Democratic machine 
may be better able to manage both parties!! 

-18th - 
There is a row brewing in the Democratic party in 

this Division over patronage – there will be 

Diary 43, 1934 
January 18-19 

18 
a Divisional Democratic Convention here next 
week, and it is said the fellows who cannot get jobs 
– from the Connors – Hellenthal - & Church crowd 
– who are taking all the offices – will start a fight on 
the Church party.  The Catholics have the power & 
will not give the Protestant element a chance – 
hence the row. 

-19th - 
Henry Roden came home from a trip to Seattle 
today – he is discouraged about the outlook – 
economical & political – in the States.  Says the 
distribution of Billions of Government wealth in the 
country is 
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not looked upon favorably – it is helping 
temporarily – but he fears the day when this wild 
giving ends.  Says he is not going to pay 
mortgages & taxes on Seattle property.  He says 
property is not worth the sum of mortgages & 
taxes, etc.  Of course conditions in Alaska are 
better than usually in the States. 

Dr. Chase filed his nomination papers today for 
the office of Ter. Treasurer – on the Republican 
ticket.  Evidently he is in league with the Al. White 
– Paul ticket mongers!  Smith filed as a Republican 
yesterday - & the Democrats will do something 
next week!! 

Diary 43, 1934 
January 20 

-20th - 
Dr. H.L. Smith, Dean of the Indiana University, 
Bloomington, Ind. wrote to Anthony E.[?] Karnes, 
Com. of Education for Alaska, asking for two 
typical Alaska short stories and poems expressive 
of the ideals and ambitions of the people of Alaska, 
etc.  Karnes sent his letter to me & asked me to 
answer it.  I have just sent it back to Karnes with a 
letter suggesting that he send Dean Smith a copy 
of my “A Bibliography of Alaskan Literature” 1724-
1924.” and thus permit him to choose his own 
stories and poems from the material and 
dissentions in “A Bibliography”- it will interest him. 



Alaska State Library – Historical Collections                                                                                                                    Diary of James Wickersham  
MS 107 BOX 7  DIARY 43                                                                                                                                                       October 16, 1933 through July 10, 1935 

Diary 43, 1934 
January 20-21 

-20th continued. 
Today at the meeting of the Juneau Bar 
Association I called attention to a request from the 
American Bar Association that every Bar Assoc. in 
the United States take notice that Feb. 4th is the 
133d anniversary of the day when John Marshall 
took the oath of office as Chief Justice of the 
Supreme Court of the United States, and observe 
the day by some exercise commemorative of that 
event.  Whereupon the meeting passed a motion 
requesting me to prepare an address and deliver it 
to the meeting on that day. 

-21st - 
Sunday – snowing – read the “Life of John 
Marshall,” by Beveridge. 

Diary 43, 1934 
January 22-23 

-22nd – 
Henry Roden is back from Seattle, where he had 
conference with Fritsche & Swain, upon my 
introduction and request, & we are now starting on 
cases for them.  My suggestion that the Bar 
Association take measures to honor John Marshall, 
as Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of the U.S. 
has resulted in pressing me into service to deliver 
an address! so I am reading his opinions as Chief 
Justice of that court! 

-23rd - 
Working with Roden in Fritsche & Swain cases 
against the Porcupine Mining Co. Cases. 

Diary 43, 1934 
January 24-26 

-24th – 
Working on data for my Address on John Marshall. 

-25th – 
Same as yesterday – also attended Lunch of 
Chamber of Commerce.  heard Wade, D.R.A. 
superintendent for Alaska explain – or attempt to 
explain that law in its application to Alaska. 

-26th - 
Roden & I have prepared complaint in Swain and 
Berry cases against Porcupine Mining Co. also at 
work on my Marshall address. 
Wrote letters of explanation, etc. to Fritsche & 
Swain about their cases. 

Diary 43, 1934 
January 27-29 

-27th – 
Bar Assoc. luncheon.  A Mr. Wade, in charge of 
N.R.C. spoke at some length on the proposed 

adoption of a gold mining Code etc.  An interesting 
discussion followed.  Working on my address. 

-28th – 
Sunday- Worked on Marshall address. 

-29th - 
Mrs. Hermann, who aspires to become a member 
of the Legislature came in to say that Al. White had 
encouraged her to file in the primary as a 
candidate and she asked my advice:  I advised her 
not to file – to keep clear of White & Paul - & I think 
she will do so! 

Diary 43, 1934 
January 30-31 

-30th – 
Studying the life & Opinions of John Marshall – for 
my Friday talk. 

-31st - 
Same as yesterday. 
Have received a letter from Grosscup & Morrow.  
Attys. Tacoma, about the sale of group of mining 
claims by Bixby to their clients & they want me to 
attend to the matter.  I wrote that the title was not 
certain – to pay no money until all interests claimed 
were settled with & deeds obtained etc. 
 
[clipping] 

BAR ASS’N. WILL 
PAY TRIBUTE TO  
JOHN MARSHALL 

Bar to Honor Memory of 
Most Famous of U.S. Su- 

preme Court Justices 
The 133rd anniversary of the induction of John 

Marshall as Chief Justice of the United States 
Supreme Court, which took place on February 4, 
1801, will be observed by the Alaska Bar 
Association here next Friday afternoon, it was 
announced today by Grover C. Winn, Chairman of 
the Committee on Arrangements.  The ceremony 
will be public and all interested persons are invited 
to attend. 

Judge James Wickersham, former Federal 
District Judge in Alaska and for many years 
Delegate to the principal address.  The meeting will 
be held in the Federal court room in the Capitol at 
2 p.m. 



Justice Marshall served 35 years on the 
Supreme Court bench, the longest term of any 
Chief Justice.  He is credited more with any other 
man with having stabilized the judicial branch of 
the Federal Government and his decisions are 
declared to have been a major factor in preserving 
the Federal Union.  The local observance is part of 
a nation-wide ceremony under auspices of the 
American Bar Association. 

Diary 43, 1934 
February 1 

-Febry 1st ’34- 
Finished my address on John Marshall. – made it 
short – 40 minutes probably. – am not satisfied 
with it = but. 
Judge Paine – collector of bad debts – who has 
occupied the office next to mine has made some 
money this year in operating a fox farm – he now 
gives up the office & his collection business & is 
leaving for his farm on Kuiu Island, where he will 
reside hereafter.  Paine has had a wide experience 
– came to Skagway – Dyea in ’97, & thence to the 
interior trapped, etc. for years then was admitted to 
the bar – assistant clerk of court at Valdez, Com. at 
Juneau, lawyer etc. & now in his old age retires to 
his farm! 

Diary 43, 1934 
February 2 

-Febry 2- 
Delivered my address on John Marshall, Chief 
Justice, etc. in Court Room at 2 p.m. today – a 
good audience etc.  The members of the Bar all 
there.  Judge Le Fevre, President of the Bar Assoc. 
presided: Gov Troy & the Territorial Officers 
present & many others, including High School 
History Class.  Read it without trouble and many 
kindly congratulated me. 
 
[clipping] 

LIFE AND WORK 
OF J. MARSHALL 
ARE EXTOLLED 

Judge Wickersham Deliv 
ers Fine Address on 
Great Chief Justice 

The life and work of John Marshall, “Expounder 
of the Constitution of the United States,” were 
extolled today by Judge James Wickersham in a 

ceremony in the Federal Court room here 
commemorating the 133d anniversary of the day 
on which the great Virginia lawyer took the oath of 
office as Chief Justice of the United States 
Supreme Court. 

The exercises were under the auspices of the 
local Bar Association and were a part of similar 
exercises held throughout the Nation by affiliates of 
the American Bar Association. 

Alaska Has Interest 
Alaskans should honor John Marshall, declared 

Judge Wickersham, for several reasons.  “First, 
that great constitutional expounder, long before we 
were born... had the unbounded courage and 
wisdom to declare:  “The Constitution of the United 
States confers, absolutely, on the govern- 

Diary 43, 1934 
February 2-4 

2 
ment of the Union, the power of making war.. and 
of making treaties.  ‘Consequently, that 
government, possesses the power of acquiring 
territory, either by conquest or treaty, and of 
creating States in the Union out of such acquired 
territory as in the Louisiana Purchase, and other 
territories in the western country. 

“Alaska is an organized Territory; the 
Constitution is in full force and effect over its entire 
area; it has been admitted into the body of the 
United States and when its population shall be 
sufficient it may be admitted as one of the States of 
the American Union with all the Constitutional 
rights by the people of New York or Virginia. 

“it is the duty of every judge and lawyer, of the 
Governor of Alaska and every member of its 
Legislature, of every businessman and citizen, to 
study the Constitution of the United States in its 
relation to the embryo State of Alaska, that we may 
be secure in our lives, liberty and property, now 
and hereafter.  You can best do tat by a study of 
the heroic labors of John Marshall, who so long 
and successfully defended and extended it as the 
very foundation of our Nation.” 

Sketches His Career 
The background and life of Marshall, his record 

as an officer in the Revolutionary Army, his 
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connections with Washington and Hamilton and 
other leaders.  Marshall, the Federalist, and some 
of his most momentous decisions as Chief Justice 
of the Federal Supreme Court, were discussed by 
Judge Wickersham. 

Of the part he played in making the Constitution 
a living, forceful and vital factor in the life of the 
country, the speaker said: 

“The Constitution, at first, may be represented as 
a vague outline of a greater picture, drafted by a 
master hand; its beauty and value, however, 
depended upon the skill with which the lights and 
shadows, the gorgeous coloring, should be add.  
The supreme Court of the United States was color 
master-and his (Marshall’s) courage, strength of 
body and character, his ability as a constitutional 
student and lawyer, his powerful grasp of logical 
argument and the principles of government 
involved, enabled Marshall, during his 34 years on 
the Supreme Court bench, to apply the colors 
artistically and complete the masterpiece.” 

-3rd – 
The Bar Association were kind today & passed a 
Reso. thanking me for my Address on Marshall. 

-4th - 
Wrote a long letter to Darrell today – he sent me a 
copy of a change in 

Diary 43, 1934 
February 4-5 

4 
will – leaving me $5000. & the $5000 in bonds in 
case he passes away before I did.  His mother left 
him the $5000 in bonds – ½ of the amount I have 
purchased & he has always given me the interest 
on them.  I also wrote him fully about my financial 
condition & I am quite sure it will be a glad surprise 
to him to find it much better than he expected.  
Bless his good heart.  Also sent him copy of 
Empire of Friday containing a very nice report on 
my Address on John Marshall, C.J. officer U.S. 
Supreme Court. 

-5th - 
Writing letters in answer to those accumulated in 
the last 10 days. 

Diary 43, 1934 
February 5 

-5th continued- 
Grover Winn, Treasurer Smith and I had a 
conference today about Smith’s withdrawing from 
his filing for the nomination on the Republican 
ticket in the April primary election, and re-filing 
before that date as an Independent.  Smith will 
think it over until tomorrow – the 6the is the last 
date to file as a Republican – but to file as an 
Independent may be done before the primary 
election in April – though he will not be voted for at 
that time – but his name will thereby go on the 
regular ticket as an Ind. at the Nov. election, & he 
(Smith) thinks he can then be elected as Treasurer 
on his Ind. nomination. 

Diary 43, 1934 
February 6-8 

-6th – 
Smith, Ter. Treas. withdrew as candidate on the 
Republican ticket & is to get out a Petition & will file 
anew as an Independent, & thus avoid a struggle in 
the Primary Election. 

-7th – 
Same as usual in the office.  Am preparing my data 
for my Income tax report. 

-8th - 
Smith’s friends are circulating petitions for his 
candidacy as Terry. Treas. as an Independent 
Harland, his clerk, presented it to me but I 
explained that I could 

Diary 43, 1934 
February 8 

8 
not sign it, for Dr. Chase has long been my friend, 
supported me at last election, etc. and that I did not 
wish to appear to be in opposition to him in a public 
way.  Anyway, Harland & Polley, both Smith’s 
employees in his office, voted the Democratic ticket 
and refused to vote for me at the last election.  I 
am much pleased that business is slowly 
accumulating in office.  Busy on my income tax 
account.  Also preparing illustrations – photographs 
of Yukon valley scenes for use in Old Yukon Trails.  
It is a more particular task than I anticipated. 

Diary 43, 1934 
February 9-12 

-9th – 
Working on Income Tax Statements – not a big job 
– but a “pernickety” one. 
Postponed at request of Chas. Noghel[?] until Feb. 
20th. 



-10- 
Meeting Bar Assoc.  We talked about Lincoln – 
roundtable.  I am going to write a letter to the 
President to try to get my scheme of May, 1921, for 
a coaling station in Kachemak Bay, resurrected! 

-11th – 
Sunday.  Reading in library. 

-12th - 
Lincoln’s Birthday: writing letter in the office, etc.  
At the Bar 

Diary 43, 1934 
February 12-13 

12 
association luncheon at Baileys Café on Saturday 
the lawyers listened to talk from the Atty. Genl. 
Truitt about Lincoln, and then we had a round table 
discussion about his character, life etc. joined in by 
all the members. 

-13- 
In the office as usual.  Went out to George 
Danners dairy – Henry Roden & I to look over the 
place – a small case for him – Donner – on 
Thursday.  Have written letters to sever authors 
asking consent to use a verse in my Old Yukon 
Trails – preceding each chapter – a very proper 
thing before you grab anothers verse! 

Diary 43, 1934 
February 14-16 

-14th – 
Working on my Income Tax Report.  Busy in the 
office as usual. 

-15- 
Same as usual in the office. 

-16- 
Case of McDaniel v Donner.  Justice court  - 
contract – Jury drawn.  Case tried – we made a 
good defense but the plaintiff & his wife told an 
agreed story – the woman – young & handsome 
cried – jury 3 women and three men – judgment 
against us for $27000 the full amount asked for – 
their case was not proved – no evidence offered to 
prove atty fee, & other items – but it was a labor 
case, result as usual. 

Diary 43, 1934 
February 17 

-17th - 
Attended Bar Association luncheon at Baileys Café 
– Committee, on the complaint made by me 
against Robertson on corporation as an adjunct to 
his law business & against Al. White on wide 

spreading advertisements in the Empire – strongly 
disapproved both schemes – approved by Assoc. 
by a unanimous vote & adopted a Resolution 
condemning such unethical methods – also 
instructed Sec. to send copies to all District Court 
Judges in Alaska & that’s that!  A good ending. 

I spent an hour trying to persuade Mrs. Danner 
to compromise the case with McDaniel – She went 
home to talk to her husband. 

Diary 43, 1934 
February 18-19 

-18th – 
Sunday, in the library at home.  Grace & I went to 
see a sound – talking play at the theater & enjoyed 
the singing very much. 

-19th - 
Mrs. Danner came in and said they would not 
compromise the McDaniel suit, and instructed me 
to appeal the case to the District Court.  While she 
was talking to me Henry Roden & Frank Foster, 
McDaniels lawyer, came to the door – but on 
seeing Mrs. Danner, backed out.  This afternoon 
she came in again and complained about Foster & 
Roden being together & expressed a loss 

Diary 43, 1934 
February 19 

19 
of confidence in Roden because he was talking to 
Foster!  I told her that they had come in to find out 
if the case was to be settled – that I had told Foster 
on Saturday that we would tell him if the settlement 
would be made & that was his purpose in coming 
to see Roden & myself.  I convinced her that 
Roden was acting under my instructions & was 
acting in good faith, etc.  She went away seemingly 
satisfied!  I also told her that if they wished to do so 
they could employ another attorney to take the 
appeal & try the case in the District Court – but she 
did not express a wish to do that! 

Diary 43, 1934 
February 20 

-20th - 
Received a surprising letter from Darrell – Some 
ten days ago I sent him a financial statement of my 
account with the Hopping-Winden agency at 
Tacoma showing their receipts & Expenditures in 
re. the Dairy farm on the Puyallup valley, at 
Tacoma:  The statement disclosed a deficit of 
some $600. one half of which was against the 
ranch.  Which Darrell & I own together – the other 
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little more than $600. against my town house – and 
worse, it showed tat the agency had paid my sister 
Nan the sum of $2500 per month for 1933 – or 
$300.00  Darrell had 

Diary 43, 1934 
February 20 

20 
not consented to that disposal of the $300.00 and 
his letter criticises me vigorously for permitting the 
money to be paid to her – leaving that much of the 
farm taxes unpaid!  He sent the $300.18 to Winden 
to pay the bal. on the farm, and demands that no 
more be paid out to her out of his share of the 
rents.  Of course, he is quite right in the matter, but 
the instructions from me to pay that sum to Nan 
was given several years ago – has been a standing 
instruction to them, but the recent depression 
resulted in small collection – but not any diminution 
of the payment to her – hence his criticism about 
my action – which amounted 

Diary 43, 1934 
February 20 

20 
merely to an unexpected oversight arising from the 
falling off in receipts.  Thinking over it all night I 
have concluded to send him a written power of 
attorney to manage the business of collecting the 
rents – mine & his also, until he is repaid the $300.  
collected by Nan – I will instruct the Agency not to 
pay Nan any more funds out of the general 
collections – but let her rustle awhile on the $2400. 
she received last fall for her 24 acres of land willed 
to her by mother.  Darrell was evidently very angry 
at my thoughtlessness & attributes it to a design to 
injure him!!  Just too bad! 

Diary 43, 1934 
February 21-22 

-21st – 
Charles Naghel, expert accountant is assisting me 
in the preparation of my income tax statement – it 
certainly requires an expert – and even then he 
says it is quite probably that some special Agent 
will come along this spring and demand an 
inspection of my books, etc. and may be increase 
my obligations.  The people are certainly being 
“governed”  these days, to an excessive degree. 

-22nd - 
Washington’s Birthday. 
Sent Darrell a long nice letter, the Power of 
Attorney & a copy of my letter of instructions to 

Winden. 

Diary 43, 1934 
February 22-23 

22 
Grace & I had dinner with Mrs. Tupper last night & 
enjoyed the visit -& the dinner. 

-23- 
I have written letters to all those whose versus I 
have copied at the heads of my 28 Chapters in my 
Ms. “Old Yukon Trails” –including the last one 
tonight to Rudyard Kipling, Author, Batemans 
Burwash, Sussex, England, asking their permission 
to use a short verse written by each of my 
correspondents, in that way!  Grace has another 
card party on tonight – “Bridge,” so I am at the 
office – I do not play cards well enough to impose 
myself on a party of good players. 

Diary 43, 1934 
February 24-25 

-24th – 
Working getting Peratovich case ready for action.  
Attended the Juneau Bar Assoc. luncheon – H.L. 
Faulkner & Jack Hellenthal spoke on the Socialistic 
attitude of Roosevelts “New Deal” philosophy – 
both interesting and ready speakers – though I still 
cling to the principles of the Constitution! 

-25th - 
Grace & I finally agree upon & finish my statement 
of Tacoma tax – went to the theater to see Eddie 
Cantor in his Spanish bull fight – an humorous play 
– but with some good music. 

Diary 43, 1934 
February 26-28 

-26th – 
Recd. telegram yesterday from Peratovich with 
instructions about his cannery troubles.  Telegram 
to Allen, Seattle, asking for lease. 

-27th – 
Recd. bound volume of Governors Reports – 1913-
1917, from Delegate Dimond – which completes 
my bound set – wrote him my thanks.  Busy with 
Peratovich case –etc. 

-28th - 
Completed my Inc. Tax Statement & forwarded to 
Collector, Tacoma, Wash.  Pd. Naghel for work on 
same $750

 

Diary 43, 1934 
March 1-3 

-Mch. 1- 
Paying bills & office work. 



-2- 
Same as above.  Peratovich, of Klawock, Indian 
canneryman – came to me for aid in protection 
against one Robt. Lindenberger, fraud in securing 
lease of his property – no papers, they are coming 
from Allen, Seattle. 

-3rd- 
Peratovich papers arrived from Allen’s office, 
Seattle, and acting with Peratovich (Hawksworth of 
the Indian office present) – P- employed Henry 
Roden, at my request, to assist in the case.  They 
are to meet in the morning in Roden’s office – he 
will read papers & study to [the] case in the 
meantime. 

Diary 43, 1934 
March 4-5 

-4th – 
Roden & Peratovich have gone over papers & 
considered the facts – They will go to Ketchikan on 
todays boat – telegram from Lindenberger’s agent 
that he will be in K- tomorrow, on an effort to 
secure a compromise & settlement of controversy 
without suit.  Roden will go with Peratovich, -he 
paid Henry $50. for expenses. 

-5- 
Grace has read my Ms. Old Yukon Trails – for the 
correction of my tenses – and has a typist 
correcting the pages where I have sometimes 
wandered from the rules of grammar. 

Diary 43, 1934 
March 6-9 

-6th – 7th – 
In the office – writing another half chapter from my 
Old Yukon Trails – descriptive of social life in 
Nome 1901-2. 

-8th – 
Attended luncheon of the Chamber of Commerce – 
nothing important. 
As usual in the office. 

-9th - 
D.B. Femmer called & requested me to prepare a 
letter addressed to the Northland Trans. Co. which 
is using his dock suggesting that they sign a 
definite lease for a period – he thinks possibly the 
Co is trying through Loss Bernard to get hold of 
another dock! 

Diary 43, 1934 
March 10 

-10th - 
Wrote the letter for Femmer to the Northland 
Trans. Co about his lease – he signed it & put in 
the post office.  Attended the Bar Assoc. meeting – 
the Gov. Atty. Genl. Auditor & Road Com. were 
present:  a general discussion arose on the plan to 
be adopted by these members of the Territorial 
Legion Board about the plan to be adopted by 
them for the control of legions in the Ter. until the 
next Legislature should meet.  No plan was 
suggested – much talk – until I suggested 
organizing under the same general plan provided 
in the Act of June 6, 1900, whereby the judge 
issued licenses to saloon Keepers: the Gov. 
seemed to think that was a good 

Diary 43, 1934 
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10 
plan, though Mr. Si, Hellenthal very strongly 
opposed it.  Most of the lawyers approved my 
suggestion, - otherwise no other plan liable to be 
practical was approved.  A general agreement was 
to make the license merely nominal until the 
Legislature met and acted! 

-11th - 
Letter from Darrell – he seems to be entirely 
satisfied with the way I put the Puyallup ranch into 
his hands to manage – and I certainly am – so 
that’s that.  I am disturbed, however, about what he 
says about his declining health.  I hope it is not as 
bad as he seems to think it is, he said he would let 
me know after his physician examines him again. 

Diary 43, 1934 
March 12-14 

-12th – 
As usual in the office. 

13th  
Sending out correspondence – one letter to Gov. 
Troy, urging his right & duty to exercise his 
prerogative of issuing pardons & reprises in proper 
cases.  I intend to follow it up & try to get him to 
stand upon the law, for I am told the Department of 
Int. in Washington objects to the Governor 
exercising that power.  I delivered a letter to his 
office laying the foundation for a contest on that 
matter.  

-14th - 
Much to my surprise Gov. Troy has said he would 
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pardon the man at Wrangell.  I wrote to him about it 
yesterday 

Diary 43, 1934 
March 14 

-14. continued. 
I will go and talk to him about it for I would not want 
him to depend upon my judgment & have the Atty 
General’s office hold the other way – and there is a 
chance they would – so Ill talk to the Governor 
before I permit him to issue the pardon.  While the 
SS. Yukon was in port today my old friend Grand 
Murdock called – among other things I talked to 
him about my “Daly Bench” mining claim on Ester 
creek Fairbanks, - he promises to write me about 
it!!  He can guess better than I can what it is worth 
& that is what I want to know. 
Roden has just returned from Ketchikan in re. the 
Peratovich-Lindenberger case.  He got it settled 
satisfactorily to our client. 

Diary 43, 1934 
March 15-16 

-15th – 
Engaged all day in examining the question of the 
power of the Governor of Alaska to grant pardons, 
etc. in offenses arising under the laws of Alaska.  
It’s a hard nut to crack, and I have not broken its 
shell yet. 

-16- 
All day preparing Brief on the power of the 
Governor of Alaska to grant reprieve, pardons or to 
remit fines in the violations of the laws of the 
Territory.  It is an interesting case, and I think I will 
be able to convince the Governor that he has the 
power suggested. 

Diary 43, 1934 
March 17-20 

-17th – 
St. Patricks day!  The Bar Association lunch as 
usual.  Working on Brief about power of the 
Governor to issue-grant pardon for offenses 
against the laws of the Territory. 

-18th – 
Sunday – in office at work as usual. 

-19th – 
Working on Brief – Power of Governor of Alaska to 
Pardon for offenses against the laws of the 
Territory.  Have it blocked out, but must read it 
tomorrow for final typing. 

-20th - 

Have finished writing my Brief in the matter of 
Pardons by the governor & will have it typed 
tomorrow. 

Diary 43, 1934 
March 21-22 

-21st – 
Finished my Brief in re Pardons by Governor of 
Alaska – typed.  Wrote letters to Grant Murdock & 
Bob Henning about value of my Daly Bench on 
Ester Creek, Fbks. 

-22- 
Busy in office.  Delivered my Brief to Gov. Troy 
who seemed to be greatly interested.  I asked him 
to send the Brief to the Sec. of the Interior with a 
request that it be referred to the Atty. Genl. for 
decision whether the Gov had or had not power to 
issue pardons & reprieve for offenses against the 
laws of the Territory – to disapprove the opinion of 
the Atty Genl Daugherty & approve 

Diary 43, 1934 
March 22-24 

22 
the Act of the Legislature, Chap. 51. Sess. L. 1919, 
giving the Gov. power to grant pardons, etc. 

-23rd – 
Drew $500. of my Postal Savings for present 
expenditures – repairing my house – between the 
Presbyterian Church & the Bishop Apts. etc.  Busy 
in the office – but little income! 

-24th - 
Received telegram from Clerk of the U.S. Circuit 
Court of Appeals, Obrien Clerk informing me that I 
lost the Matheson appeal:  Well, the case is ended 
anyway – though we never did get a hearing on the 
surety bond! 

Diary 43, 1934 
March 25-28 

-25th – 
Sunday – reading, resting. 

-26th – 
Wrote letter to the Fairbanks, Exploration Co. 
offering to sell my ¾ interest in the Daly Bench 
claim lying in the Forks between Ester & Eva 
creeks, for $7,500.  Mrs. Meriam A Patterson, of 
San Diego, Cal. owns the other ¼ and will sell on 
same basis. 

-27th – 
I am having my house just behind the Presbyterian 
Church repainted: Busy in the office as usual. 

-28th - 



Same as usual.  Quigley from the Kantishna & 
others  interior people on the 

Diary 43, 1934 
March 28 

28 
S.S. Victoria came in to see me today while the 
boat lay as[at] the wharf.  Ralf Merrill – also – going 
back to his Valdez mines:  Says he saw Uncle 
Joint Crouch a few days ago at Olympia – says 
Joint is now 91 years old – when he had his 90th 
Birthday he got a telegram from President Hoover 
– congratulating him & wishing him recovery of his 
health – Joint was then sick in bed, & declared if 
the President of the U.S. wanted him to get well 
then he intended to do so & called for his clothes – 
it took his wife & two nurses to keep him in bed – 
though in 10 days he did get up – well.  Joint & 
Hoovers uncle were partners at Oregon City - & 
Hoover was an employee & was very fond of Joint 
– Hoover was then a boy going to school there & 
working for his uncle & Joint. 

Diary 43, 1934 
March 29-30 

-29th – 
Finished my last chap. – “Social Life at Nome, 
1901-1902,” for Old Yukon Trails. 
Dinner luncheon at Chamber of Commerce, 
Baileys Café. 

-30th - 
Sent Delegate Dimond a copy of my Brief in re 
Governors power to grant pardons for offenses 
against the laws of the Territory, with request that 
the Atty. Genl. goes astray he introduce a bill 
making Sec. 1841, U.S. Rev. Stat. 1878 the law in 
Alaska. 
Had my new Chapter on the Social life in Nome in 
1901-1902 typed, & will insert it as Chap. 26 in Old 
Yukon Trials. 

Diary 43, 1934 
March 30-31 

30 continued. 
Called on O.D. Cochran, from Nome, at the Zynda 
hotel – he is here in the interest of his candidacy 
for the office of U.S. Dist. Judge in Alaska – 
Democrat – my call, however, was personal for he 
and I have been friends since my days as Judge in 
Nome – 1901-1902.  He has the files of the early 
day newspapers – Nome Gold digger, etc. and 
promised to send them to me! for my Alaska 

Library. 
-31st - 

My old Fort Gibbon friend, Bill Casey, has just 
returned from Seattle where he went to get surgical 
aid on account of Cancer on his ear – says a cure 
was successfully accomplished. 

Diary 43, 1934 
March 31 

31 continued. 
Says he called & had a good visit with W.E. 
Priestly – who spent a year or so at Fairbanks & 
along the Yukon and other Alaska mines in 1909-
11.  see Bibliography of Alaskan Literature. 
Barr Assoc. luncheon – today. 

Received copy of opinion in case of Matheson v 
National Surety Co. decided in U.S. Circuit Court of 
Appeals dismissing my appeal & offering the 
decision of Judge Harding against us.  This ends 
all attempt to get a trial of the Final Act. in that case 
and closes the attempt to do so.  The Surety Co. 
gains release by just wearing out the Estate by 
time & constant effort – to escape. 

Diary 43, 1934 
April 1-3 

Sunday.  April 1, 1934. 
Heard the Glee Club U. of Wash. tonight at Capital 
Theater.  It was a very good display for amateurs. 

-April 2- 
Paying bills.  Have had my house on Franklin St. 
behind the Presbyterian Church fully & nicely 
repaired.   
Judge Alexander opened court again this afternoon 
– nothing to do.  No jury. 

-3rd - 
Election Day. 
I have about concluded that the adverse decision 
in the Matheson case is the end! we – my clients – 
have no money to carry the case further! 

Diary 43, 1934 
April 4-6 

-4- 
Working on Petition for Rehearing in the Matheson 
case. 

-5- 
Same as yesterday. 

-6- 
Same as yesterday.  Received a letter today from 
Chas. E. Bunnell, President of the College at 
Fairbanks inviting me to deliver the 
Commencement Address on May 21.  He kindly 
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urges the matter & I am inclined to accept.  Mrs. 
Wickersham is a member of the Board of Regents 
& he insists, also, upon her attendance at a 
meeting that day – all our expenses will be paid. 

Diary 43, 1934 
April 7 

-7- 
I sent Bunnell, Pres. College, Fairbanks, a 
telegram saying: 
“Will gladly deliver Commencement address May 
21  stop  title of address quote The Asio-American 
Migration route and the Extinct Animals of the 
Yukon Basin unquote  Mrs. Wickersham will come 
with me.  James Wickersham” 

The Juneau Bar Association at its luncheon 
today presented its president H.B. LeFevre, an 
inkstand, pen, etc.  We had lots of good humor, a 
good lunch – big birthday cake for him & some 
flattering short speeches – of which I delivered the 
first one. 
The whole bar attended. 

Diary 43, 1934 
April 7-9 

-7 – continued 
Grace sent Ruth Coffin, Seattle, her niece a 
telegram asking her to make application for 
position as music instructor.  I talked to Grover 
Winn about it & he advised that course. 

-8th – 
Sunday.  Closing my labor in preparing a Petition & 
Brief in Rehearing in the Matheson case in the 
Circuit Court of Appeals – somewhat hopeless! 

-9th - 
Finished my Petition for Rehearing in the Matheson 
case & the printer is setting it up.  I am convinced & 
I hope the Circuit Court of Appeals will be – but do 
not feel confident on that point. 

Diary 43, 1934 
April 10-11 

-10th – 
Just received a letter from Darrell in which he 
reminds me that he was 52 years of age on April 2.  
How well I remember the day of his birth – in our 
home on North Grand Ave., Springfield, Ill. – he 
weighed 9 pounds! & Debbie and I were sure he 
was the finest boy baby in the world.  And he was a 
source of pleasure to her as long as she lived & to 
me to this date. 

-11th - 
Spent the day in reading & correcting proof on the 

Petition for rehearing in the Matheson case, but 
finally got it finished – though not a first class job at 
that. 

Diary 43, 1934 
April 12-14 

-12th – 
Attended the funeral of John E. Green, on of my 
few clients, and an old pioneer of Alaska – 
although he was not 50 years of age – a good 
man. 

Mailed 20 copies of Rehearing petition to U.S. 
Circuit Court of Appeals. 

-13th – 
Sent fees to Clerk U.S. Ct. Ct. Appeals in 
Matheson case.  Roden tells me Si. Hellenthal is 
not pleased with my Petition for Rehearing – thinks 
its dangerous. – I hope so. 

-14th - 
I have concluded to file a Petition for Certiorari in 
the Supreme Court in case the Ct. Ct. of Appeals 
denies 

Diary 43, 1934 
April 14 

-14th cont - 
my Petition for Rehearing in the Matheson case: 
have looked it up & think I can reverse them on 
that writ. 
Ruth Coffin, Grace’s niece, has filed her application 
for music supervisor in the Juneau Schools, & I am 
doing what I can to assist her. 

Am getting photographic copies of maps of the 
Asio-American land bridge at Bering’s strait, for 
illustrating my Commencement Day address at the 
Fairbanks College on May 21st.  They will enable 
me to illustrate the situation there when the 
mammoth & other extinct animals occupied the 
region on the north coast of Siberia & Alaska in an 
interesting way. 

Diary 43, 1934 
April 15-16 

-15- 
Sunday – reading at home. 

-16th - 
My Petition for Rehearing in the Matheson case is 
due in the Ct. Ct. of Appeals in San Francisco on 
the 22nd but the mail has not gone out of Juneau 
yet – it will probably go tonight & I fear I will have to 
make a telegraphic motion for an extension of my 
time about Wednesday night. 
Wrote to Darrell – told him about my proposed trip 



to Fairbanks to deliver the Com. Day address at 
the College etc. 
The Governor signed a reprieve & order 
Bouteager, Wrangell, released to away action on 
his application for pardon. 

Diary 43, 1934 
April 17-21 

-17- 
I am preparing a map of the Asio-Alaskan 
continental land bridge for my Com. Day address 
at Fairbanks on May 21.  Davidson of the 
Geological map division is assisting me in that 
work.  Winter & Pond doing the photographic 
enlarging etc. 

-18th – 
Same as yesterday. 

19-20th  
Same every day.  Busy in office. 

-21st - 
Letter from Darrell saying he will come to visit us in 
early July.  Some important business matters from 
Chas. T. Peterson, attorney from Tacoma – mining 
case. 

Diary 43, 1934 
April 21-23 

-21 continued 
Luncheon of Bar Association. 

-22- 
Sunday – long walk – reading about Alaska 
mammals. 

-23rd - 
Working to straighten out the Hamblet case for 
Chas. T. Peterson – wrote him letter of information 
about the case & the lawyers! 
The mines in controversy are on the Thorne Arm – 
a few miles south of Ketchikan, and seem valuable, 
& better still it seems men with money are 
interested on our side of the case.  I am anxious to 
keep Roden in the case with me & to get Paul out – 
who is no good in such or any important case. 

Diary 43, 1934 
April 24-26 

-24th – 
Primary Election Day. 

-25- 
A very small vote cast yesterday, though the 
Democrats cast the largest.  The Republican vote 
is very small, and it looks as if the Indian precincts 
took more interest than the white precincts -& that 
Louis Paul may be nominated. 

-26th - 
Ruth Coffin, Graces niece, put in her application for 
teacher of music and Art here in Juneau, but I am 
told that Raven, the Supt. is in favor of another 
applicant.  It seems the Spokane friends of Raven, 
who run a commission bureau for furnishing 
teachers, upon 
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payment of a commission by the applicant – have 
persuaded Raven to assist them in placing a 
woman from New Mexico - & he consented to do 
so.  Whether he gets a “cut” of the percentage is 
not known – but that’s that! 

-27th - 
The school directors met today, but did not take up 
the matter of Ruth’s application.  Winn seems very 
friendly to Ruth.  Robertson not unfriendly.  Winn 
told Raven he would not support his candidate – 
and it may result in ill feeling & the employment of 
a new applicant.  At work on my Address for 
Commencement Day at the Fairbanks College – 
May 21. 
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-28th – 
Nothing new about Ruth’s application. 
Working on my address.  Lunch with Bar 
Association. 

-29th – 
Sunday, working in the library on my Address for 
May 21st. 

-30- 
Lockie McKinnon, at my request, called & talked 
with Grover Winn & Robertson, directors of Juneau 
schools, in favor of Ruth Coffin, whom he knows 
very well.  Thinks they are favorable & will support 
her. 
Am to attend a dinner this evening with Grace – 
given by her & Mrs. Tupper & Mrs. Tilden, in 
compliment to Mifs Bouchette, a retiring teacher 
with whom they were associated for several years.  
She is now being transferred to Anchorage. 

Diary 43, 1934 
April 30- 
May 1 

-30th continued – 
While at dinner Mrs. Tupper told us as a surprise 
that she had just recd. today her contract from 
Fairbanks, - she is going back there to teach – 
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where she taught before for several years.  The 
ladies were, of course, delighted, 

-May 1st 1934 
Judge Louis K. Pratt called.  He is enroute home 
from a trip east – went through Panama Canal, - in 
Washington – New York, etc.  visited his daughter 
in Arkansas – had his prostate gland removed in 
Seattle – “chaws terbacker” as usual – has had a 
hell of a time – did not find out about appointments 
of Alaska judges – etc. etc.  82 years old - & same 
as ever he was. 
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-2nd – 
Paid my bills for April 

-3rd – 
Working in the office as usual. 

-4th – 
Same as usual in the office. 

-5th - 
Have today finished the last of my Address for 
Commencement Day at the Alaska Agri. College & 
School of Mines.  Grace will type it for me. 
Subject:  The Asio-American Migration Route – 
The land bridge from Siberia to Alaska and the 
Asiatic animals which crossed over it to America.  I 
have taken much interest in the preparation of the 
map of the depths of Bering sea – Strait & adjacent 
Arctic Seas. 
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6th  
Have had my address typed and will send copy to 
Judge Bunnell, Pres. College Fairbanks on 
Tuesdays boat for printing.  I really feel that it out to 
be re written before delivering it to the scholars – 
but I will not take the time – anyway, the second 
rewrite might not be any better – so I’ll let it go as it 
stands.  Rainy Sunday. 
Received a letter from Frank.  He wants me to 
send an engineer – mining – to the Phillippine 
islands with him to examine a wild cat prospect he 
saw there 27 years ago!  Of course that is 
impossible & would be a foolish thing to do even if I 
felt like doing so – which I don’t. 
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7th  
Finished my copy of my Address & sent it with 
accompanying letter to Judge Bunnell, Fairbanks 

as requested in his recent letter for use of Bunnell 
& newspaper, etc.  Mailed letter tonight – boat 
going westward with mail – told Bunnell we would 
leave Juneau on next boat – May 15th – for 
Fairbanks. 

-8th - 
Studying matter of lease etc. and contract between 
Juneau Realty Co. (First National Bank) and Mrs. 
Bertha Rennan, of Los Angeles, involving 
payments etc. on Davis lease.  Home Boarding 
House, Juneau – a pestiferous matter & no profit. 
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-9th – 
Same as yesterday – Find Mrs. Rennan owed the 
1st National Bank in 1928 – the sum of $9,900 – at 
8% - Rents etc. have in 6 years paid in $13,300. & 
she still owes $6,748.!!  In the meantime the 
property has brought in $15000 per month. 

-10- 
Busy on Rennan case – find the Juneau Realty Co. 
which holds (for the First Nat. Bank) title to the 
property has failed to comply with Alaska Statute & 
is dissolved, etc  Also mistakes in their statements.  
They are getting ready to claim both the property & 
all her payments! 
Grace is giving a reception for Mrs. 
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Tupper, school teacher who is going to Fairbanks 
to teach. 

We attended reception this evening to Bishop 
Rowe – at the Dean Rice residence.  Busy in the 
office! 

-11th – 
Busy in the office.  Reception to Mrs. Tupper 
tonight. – Quite a success – good crowd of Mrs. 
Tuppers friends assembled - & gave her a very 
kind farewell. 

-12th - 
Getting my affairs ready for my absence for 3 
weeks on my trip to Fairbanks.  Attended Juneau 
Bar Assoc. meeting – quiet. 
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-13th – 
During the week the application of Grace’s niece, 
Ruth Coffin, filed with Juneau School Board & she 
has been employed in music & art classes, & will 



be with us this winter.  We are both very fond of 
her & will be glad to have her with us. 
We are getting ready for our journey to Fairbanks – 
will leave here on the SS. Yukon Tuesday morning. 

-14th - 
Busy in the office – some business but little money 
coming in. 
Have made arrangement for Henry Roden to assist 
me in several cases. 
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-15th -  Tuesday 
Leave Juneau today for Fairbanks. 
Grace goes to attend the meeting of the Board of 
Regents of the Alaska Agri-College & School of 
Mines – of which she is a member by the 
appointment by Governor John W. Troy, while I go 
to deliver an Address at the Commencement Day 
exercises on May 21st.  Steamer “Yukon” leaves 
here at about 4 oclock for Seward – railroad from 
Seward to Fairbanks.  We got room 115.  Storey & 
wife on board – their son is one of the graduates 
B.D. Stewart – mining engineer on board going to 
Anchorage. 
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-16th –  Wednesday 
Got to Yakutat bay – remained there an hour – had 
a good walk 
The son & daughter of Dickey who named Mt. 
McKinley on board – going to Knight Island to do 
assessment work & assaying in copper mines.  
Mike Sullivan – Big Mike – 6ft 4in. on bard with his 
usual line of stories. 

-17th -  Thursday 
Reached Cordova – we went to Vance’s Northern 
Hotel visited – met Harry Steel, Ed. Times.  Dr. 
Chase took us out to see the new Airplane landing 
field. 
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-16th continued - 
The lady hostess asked me – compelled me to 
address the crowd in the reception room – on 
Alaska.  I had to yield & began my talk – saying I 
would talk to them briefly about Alaska Elephants – 
She looked surprised & greeted my announcement 
with the inquiry – “Are they pink elephants?” – 
which raised a laugh & when I solemnly told her 
and the crowd about the mammoth, mastodon – 

big bison & horses, lions, etc. which once inhabited 
the Yukon basin.  They gave me astonished 
attention & when I finished a brief resume 
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of my address on the Asio-American route & the 
animals which reached America from Asia, they 
seemed well pleased & many assured me they had 
never heard the story before. 

-17th continued - 
We left Cordova at 7 oclock & will reach Valdez 
about 12m. 
Valdez midnight – Judge Clegg came aboard, told 
me he had resigned as Judge & would return to 
Fairbanks as soon as his successor came to take 
his place – will resume the law practice in 
Fairbanks.  Poor old Valdez looks like a worn out 
prospector! 
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-18th - 
The “Yukon” reached Seward before noon & we 
went to the Hotel Van Gilden for a rest until the 
train had filled with passengers etc. when we 
started for Anchorage – fine day – along Turnagain 
Arm.  Arrived at Anchorage about 7 oclock.  The 
Kellers met us at the station – one hour for lunch – 
which we had with Mr. & Mrs. Keller, who had 
prepared a good one for us.  Here we met Senator 
Bob Bragaw & spent a pleasant hour.  Then 
boarded the train & reached Curry at 2 oclock – 
a.m. where we spent the night – and had a good 
bed & rest. 
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-19th - 
The rules required a ten hour stop over before our 
train could proceed enroute to Fairbanks.  Left 
Curry at 10 oclock a.m. beautiful bright day. – big 
passenger crowd to Curry & good crown from there 
to Fairbanks.  Saw a big band of white mountain 
sheep on opposite bluffs before we reached Healy 
station where we had dinner – or lunch – Stopped 
at Nenana where we saw Mrs. St. George – 
Adams – whom I had known in Fairbanks for years 
as the wife of my friend                 St George – who 
came over the trail from Circle to the Tanana in the 
early spring of 1903!  We 
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arrived in Fairbanks at 8 p.m. & were received by a 
group of friends.  The depot was surrounded with 
many automobiles – a fine railroad depot, great 
coal bunkers – great concrete Engine house & 
outbuildings of the Fairbanks Exploration Co. 
mining plant – beautiful iron bridge across the 
Chena slough – wonderful concrete court house 
etc, 4 stones in height, fine architectural plan, best 
building in Alaska – superior in its architectural 
outlines to that in Juneau – real American 
civilization – fine new concrete school buildings – 
stood in place of the few rough cabins I saw when I 
first saw this place in April 1903. 

Diary 43, 1934 
May 19 

19 
Andrew Nerland & his wife, Charlie Taylor & Eva, 
his wife.  Nerland’s son & wife – took us to a late & 
good dinner at the old Madel Restaurant.  We took 
rooms at the Alaska Hotel.  At Curry a letter from 
Judge Bunnell – Pres. Alaska Agri. College & 
School of Mines – was delivered to me giving me 
the outline of proceedings to be followed at the 
College – beginning tomorrow.  My Nome friends – 
A. “Tony” Polet & other Nome people came with us 
on the train from Seward.  they will fly from 
Fairbanks to Nome in the Airplane tomorrow, what 
a change since 1903, when we traveled only by 
dog teams in the region. 
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-20th - 
Sunday.  Attended the ceremony of the dedication 
of the Eilson Memorial on the College campus.  A 
procession of the College officials, scholars, etc. 
band, flag, Khaki clad soldiers, to the site.  
President Bunnell made short address & 
introduced me to make another: gave me a gaudily 
painted shovel & I turned the sod for the beginning 
of the Col Carl Ben Eilson Aeronautical building – a 
glorious day – fine view across the Tanana valley – 
from the beautiful white birch tree campus.  A fine 
concourse of people, crowds of automobiles – the 
great concrete corner stone which I dedicated on 
July 4, 1915. 
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[clipping] 

FAIRBANKS, ALASKA 
MONDAY, MAY 20, 1934 

The Fairbanks Daily News-Miner 
Commencement Held At College 

With Address By Wickersham 
Who Also Dedicated Eilson Site 

Ground Broken for Build- 
ing That Will Honor 

Eminent Aviator 
MANY AT CEREMONY 
Dr. Bunnell Directs Exer- 

cises and Members of 
Faculty Attend 

With appropriate ceremonies ground was broken 
yesterday on the campus of the Alaska Agricultural 
College and School of Mines for the building that 
will be erected to the memory of Col. Carl Ben 
Eielson, World War veteran and intrepid flier, who 
was the pioneer of aviation in the North who lost 
his life in a crash on Arctic Ice off the Siberian 
coast while engaged in aerial rescue work. 

Address By Judge Wickersham 
Judge James Wickersham of Juneau, former 

United States jurist and later for many years 
Delegate in Congress from the Territory, delivered 
the dedicatory address and turned the first 
shovelful of earth.  Dr. Charles E. Bunnell, 
president of the college directed the program of the 
day, introducing Judge Wickersham and ending the 
exercises with short remarks.  Trustees of the 
educational institution, the faculty in caps and 
gowns, the Cadet Corps and Band, the rest of the 
student body and a large number of visitors from 
town were present. 

Plane Flies Over Site 
The ceremonies which began at 2 o’clock were 

immediately preceded by a circling flight low over 
the memorial site by a Pacific Alaska Airways 
plane piloted by S.E. Robbins. 

Leading the procession from the College building 
were the student band Cadet corps.  They were 
followed by Dr. Bunnell and Judge Wickersham, 



trustees, members of the faculty, students and 
many visitors. 

The site of the memorial is a commanding plot of 
ground where the flag pole is now. 

Dr. Bunnell Directs Ceremonies 
Dr. Bunnell in introducing Judge Wickersham 

briefly reviewed the origin of the memorial 
undertaking and confidently predicted the 
completion of the structure in the not distant future. 

Judge Wickersham, who as a member of 
Congress introduced the bill that appropriated the 
funds for establishment of the College, re- 
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called his first trip to Fairbanks by dog, team about 
30 years ago.  He told of his personal friendship for 
Col. Eielson and paid a glowing tribute to the 
sterling character, the undaunted courage and the 
unerring vision of the famous aviator. 

The speaker took occasion to refer to his 
participation in dedications of the first court of 
Justice in Fairbanks and of the college itself some 
years later.  He commented on the fact that 
because of the pioneering of northern air trails by 
Col. Eielson, Fairbanks today is know as the 
principal as well as the largest airport in Alaska and 
recognized as the chief station on the aviation 
highway between the continents of North America 
and Asia. 

Shovel Is Embellished 
The shovel used by Judge Wickersham was 

embellished with a representation of the Alaska 
flag, showing emblems of the Big Dipper and the 
North Star on the field of blue on the steel part of 
the instrument, and was gilded with gold on the 
handle. 

Actual work on the Memorial building will be 
started within the next two or three weeks. 
 
[clipping] 

MRS. WICKERSHAM IS 
FAIRBANKS VISITOR 

Mrs. James Wickersham, member of the Board 
of Trustees of the Alaska Agricultural College and 
School of Mines, arrived in Fairbanks last 

Saturday, to participate in her official capacity in 
the commencement exercises at the Territory’s 
institution of higher learning. 

Judge and Mrs. Wickersham are staying at the 
Alaska Hotel.  They will leave on this week’s 
southbound train on their return to their home in 
Juneau. 

Monday May 21. 
[clipping] 

WICKERSHAM 
ADDRESS IS 
INSPIRING 

ELOQUENT COMMENCEMENT 
DAY ORATIONS REPLETE 

WITH ENCOURAGING FACTS 
FOR GRADUATES 

With intensely, interesting allusions to Alaska’s 
geologic phases, with scholarly comments on early 
and recent events in her historic annals, with 
references, founded on profound knowledge, to her 
rich and varied resources, the address of Judge 
Wickersham at the commencement exercises this 
forenoon of the Alaska College of Agriculture and 
School of Mines, marshaled in review the signal 
opportuni- 
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ties offered in this wonderful Territory and must 
have imbued the young men and young women 
receiving scholastic degrees with the inspiration for 
great achievement. 

Given Close Attention 
Judge Wickersham’s eloquent address was 

given close attention by the large audience, which 
at the close manifested appreciation and 
admiration with prolonged applause.  The address 
in full follows: 

In January 1902, the court took a recess to 
enable the clerks and attorneys at Nome to 
examine the dockets and arrange a list of cases for 
trial at the February term.  Cape Prince of Wales, 
the most westerly point of North America, lying 
opposite to the East Cape of Asia, had long 
attracted my interest because of the old ford 
whence man and the great mammals of the Old 
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World had crossed to the American continent. 
Furious Blizzards 

January is a month of furious blizzards in that 
region, and it maintained its savage character 
during the trip we made to that interesting northern 
outpost.  We left Nome in the early part of the 
month assisted with a fine dog team and sled to 
carry our packs. 

MAROONED FOR 
THREE DAYS IN 
ESKIMO IGLOO 

The Tissue River winds buffeted us with tornado 
force; we were marooned for three days in an 
Eskimo igloo on the Port Clarence sandspit, while 
terrific sharp ice crystals and sand, made it 
impossible to travel.  We employed an Eskimo to 
guide us around the headlands to York, and found 
the trail over the broken ice pack along the bluffs 
both difficult and dangerous.  Eugene Sue’s vivid 
description of the storms encountered on the same 
trail by the Wandering Jew seemed rather mild in 
comparison with those which assailed us.  As we 
rounded the mountainous bluffs at the cape over 
ice ridges piled high against their walls we faced a 
north wind which drove us to seek safety behind 
ice hummocks until a favorable lull gave us time to 
advance behind another one. 
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Thus dodging from one ice barrier to the shelter of 
another, we finally rounded the headland and 
reached the village at the cape. 

Visit Eskimo Village 
Upon our arrival at the ancient Eskimo village of 

Kingezan, built above the tides, on the sand dunes 
along the north side of the westerly cape of 
America, we were kindly welcomed at the 
hospitable home of Mr. William T. Lopp, the 
government agent in charge of the reindeer herds 
and educational work among the natives in that 
region.  We visited the Eskimo igloo homes, 
presented large boxes of hard bread as a gift to the 
tribal Kosga-the men’s underground clubhouse-
where we were entertained later at formal tribal 
social functions consisting of ancient plays and 

dances.  We spent ten days in interesting study of 
these gentle people and their mode of hyperborean 
life before we bid them and the Lopp family a 
regretful farewell and set out on our return to Nome 
and official renewal of the trials of mining cases. 

The ice rim was solidly attached to the shore for 
about a mile off the cape, and that I might study its 
movements closer at hand I went out where the 
floating field crushed, ground and eddied along the 
solid rim.  To ascertain its rate of movement by the 
current I walked along the rim, keeping pace with 
the floating field as it pushed northward, and found 
by pacing that it ran into the Arctic at an average 
rate of one an a half to two miles per hour. 

Ascends Bleak Mountain 
I wished very much to reach the summit of the 

little mountain rising 2300 feet above the point of 
the cape, that I might get a better view over the 
surrounding region.  On a Sunday morning came 
the first clear weather promising success in such 
an ascent.  Soon after daylight in company with Mr. 
Lopp, as guide, and Mrs. Bernhardi, the school 
teacher, the ascent was begun over the snow 
fields, and at noon we stood on the summit, 2300 
feet above the Arctic seas which surrounded us on 
three sides.  It was a beautiful day, clear and cold, 
with not a cloud in the sky nor a fog on the sea.  
The widespread and magnificent view from the top 
of the peak over the land and waters covering the 
very center of the ancient land bridge well repaid 
us for the toil required to reach it.  To the south 
Bering Sea lay quiet and white under its snow 
covered ice fields, to the limit of the horizon, 
through some dark lanes of water appeared in 
places.  Upon this southern horizon King Island, 
with its queer Eskimo village on the steep mountain 
side, glowed in the winter sunshine like a dark 
pearl upon the bosom of an opalescent sea.  
Midway in Bering Strait, to the westward, rose the 
Diomede Islands, Big and Little, like gigantic 
stepping stones in the Asiatic-American continental 
ford, between which ran the international line 
separating Alaska from Siberia and Sunday from 
Saturday. 



Look Over To Asia 
Beyond the Diamedes, somewhat to the right, 58 

miles away, rose the bold but lonely mountain 
headland called the East Cape of Asia, its summit 
rising 2800 feet above sea level.  From our perch 
on the Alaska mountain top it seemed in the 
distance to stand like a single mountain sentinel at 
the approach to the Asiatic continent, for it is 
surrounded by a low tundra country which could 
not be seen from our distant station.  To the north 
the Eskimo village of Kingegan lay at the foot of the 
mountain mass on which we stood, its Eskimo 
caches showing faintly above the sand dunes in 
which their homes were buried.  Beyond the village 
the waters of the Arctic Sea, covered with a field of 
floating ice, ex- 
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tended as far as the human eye could reach.  To 
the east the tips of a queer mountain called Ears 
rose above the rolling hills lying in that direction, 
beyond which lay the shallows of Shishmaref Inlet 
and Kotzebue Sound. 

Siberian Elephants 
The Big Diomede Island, rising in mid channel in 

the strait, is the central point of the great land 
ridge, now sunk beneath the waters, land of Asia 
and America.  Around the precipitous walls of the 
East Cape and the Diomede Islands of today, once 
eddied and raced, not the tides of a shallow sea, 
but great herds of Siberian elephants, big horned 
bison and Mongolian ponies, enroute across a 
level plain leading to rich grass lands where now 
the shallows and shores of Kotzebue Sound yield 
their skeletal remains to the examination and study 
of curious men whose ancient ancestors may have 
chased them with spear and javelin.  The waters of 
Bering Strait now cover that ancient grassy plain 
thirty fathoms-180 feet-deep, and the old cattle 
trails from Siberia to Alaska over its level surface 
are no longer in use. 

Mammoth Remains 
Otto Von Kotzebue, a Russian navigator, in his 

“A Voyage of Discovery into the South Sea and 
Bering Strait” London, 1821, p.220, gave an 

altogether too brief account of his first discovery of 
the mammoth and other extinct mammal skeletal 
remains in Alaska.  Having passed through Bering 
Strait, discovered, surveyed and named 
Shishmaref Inlet, Chamisso Island, Kotzebue 
Sound and Escholtz Bay, on August 8, 1816, he 
landed on the shores of that bay and examined 
with much interest the great ice cliffs which he 
found there.  He and the naturalists with him 
seemed more interested in the ice cliffs than in 
their talus slopes where they had fallen.  He 
described them briefly in his narrative, where he 
said: 

“An indisputable proof that what we saw was real 
ice, is the quantity of mammoths’ tusks and bones 
which were exposed to view by the melting, and 
among which I myself found a very fine tooth.  We 
could not assign any reason for a strong smell, like 
that of burnt horn, which we perceived in this 
place.”   

Careful Examination Made 
A decade later Captain Beechey, in the English 

ship “Blossom,” visited Kotzebue Sound, and the 
naturalists on his vessel made a more careful 
examination of the skeletal remains at Elephant 
Point, as Beechey named the spot where Kotzebue 
found his specimens in 1816.  A greater number 
and variety of specimens of these tusks and bones 
were procured here by Beechey and taken by him 
to England, where they were submitted to Dr. 
Buckland, Professor 

FULL REPORT IS 
CONTAINED IN 

BEECHEY BOOK 
of Geology and Mineralogy at Oxford, for his 
examination and report.  His very full report on 
these specimens will be found in Volume 2 of 
Beechey’s Narrative, beginning at page 331, after 
which the specimens were deposited in the British 
Museum.  Among the skeletal remains recovered 
from Elephant Point by Beechey and examined by 
Dr. Buckland, were the bones and tusks of the 
mammoth, the great horned ox, the bison, the 
musk ox, and the horse.  Dr. Buckland’s report was 
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the first one ever made upon these Alaska 
mammals, and thereafter attracted much attention 
in scientific circles.  Similar and other remains from 
Elephant Point have been examined by many other 
scientists since that day, and have made it a 
classic deposit. 
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Not all the skeletal remains found at Elephant 

Point, and in similar deposits in Alaska at a later 
date, are those of extinct animals.  Many bones 
found in association with those of the mammoth 
and other extinct species are known to represent 
mammals now living under normal conditions in 
America-such as the musk-ox, caribou, horse, 
moose, the great brown bear, the big horn sheep, 
and some smaller animals such as the beaver.  
The remains of mammals now living found in 
association with those of the extinct species, do 
demonstrate, however, that both these associated 
animals lived at the same period. 

Trappers Find Extinct Bones 
When the tireless and ever observing American 

trappers, traders and gold hunters began a 
systematic search for furs and placer gold in 
northern Alaska, they found the tusks and bones of 
both these extinct and living mammals scattered 
over  the entire Yukon watershed and upon the 
Bering Sea and Arctic Ocean littorals.  Keen-eyed 
geologists found them falling from caving banks, in 
the placer mines they examined, and along the 
stream beds and gravel bars, where they were 
pushed up by the forces of the spring ice rush. 

When the Yukon prospectors and miners began 
to dig shafts to bed rock, seeking placer gold, 
pushing out tunnels along the surface of the bed 
rock into the frozen muck and gravel beds 
deposited there by the erosion of ages and the 
forces of running water, they were amazed and 
often greatly annoyed at the medley of bones and 
tusks found in their underground workings.  Great 
round mammoth tusks, six to ten feet long, 
weighing from 150 to more than 200 pounds, 
beautifully and symmetrically curved and as 
smooth as if polished by art, soon ceased to be 

interesting and became a burdensome expense to 
the poor, hard working miner.  He was sometimes 
forced to thaw or dig extra large masses of muck or 
gravel deep int the earth, to rid his shaft, tunnel or 
mine from these unwelcome and worthless 
obstructions.  Occasionally he was compelled to 
saw or cut them into pieces before he could hoist 
them with the windlass through his shaft to the 
surface where he threw them into the waste heap.  
A wide horned bison head was troublesome 
enough in such a place, fifty or more feet deep in a 
small prospecting shaft, but they were not so 
difficult to remove  as the great semi-circular and 
heavy mammoth tusks.  From the hundreds of 
specimens of these bones ands tusks found deep 
in the placer mines it appeared to the tired 
workmen that the surface ground in Alaska had 
once supported great herds of these ancient 
beasts and that the mining claims were a veritable 
cemetery of their bones. 

HERDS OF GREAT 
SIZE OCCURRED 
ALONG YUKON 

Herds Of Great Size 
Madison Grant, a trustworthy authority, writing 

upon the “Conditions of the Wild Life in Alaska,” 
Smiths, Rep. 1909, speaking of the numbers of 
those animals which once roamed over the Yukon 
plains, said: 

“Bones of large extinct mammals, more or less 
fossilized, occur in abundance throughout the 
entire valley drained by the Yukon River from 
Dawson down, and in the valleys of the Colville 
and Porcupine Rivers, and in still greater 
abundance on the Seward Peninsula, that 
projection of Alaska which reaches to within 60 
miles of Siberia.  Throughout this enormous area 
remains of  
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the mammoth and bison occurred in such numbers 
as to indicate former herds of great size.  We also 
find a smaller number of remains of horses, sheep, 
and at least two other species of musk ox, together 
with a deer closely related to our wapiti.  Teeth of 



the mastodon, altogether very rare as compared 
with those of the mammoth, indicate the former 
existence of that animal.  It is perfectly evident that 
in times comparatively recent, from a geological 
point of view, perhaps from ten to twenty-five 
thousand years ago, Alaska had a fauna of large 
mammals not altogether dissimilar to existing 
animals of North America and northern Asia.  Bison 
skulls are quite common, and indicate an animal 
much larger but probably ancestral to our own 
living buffalo. 

“River-of-Bones” 
Alaska geological survey bulletin number 280, 

descriptive of the Rampart Creeks, 1906, page 35, 
thus lists the animals on one of these creeks, “In 
the gravels are many bones of bison, musk ox, 
mammoth, and horses.”  In bulletin 449, page 23, 
the survey in describing the streams discharging 
into Norton Sound, says:  “Inglutalik River derives 
its name from the Eskimo words meaning “river of 
bones”, in reference to the number of mastodon 
and other bones found in the terraces of gravels 
along its course.”  The survey further says on this 
subject in its bulletin number 84, page 266, 1892:  
“Teeth of the elephant, bones of bison antiques, 
and especially of the musk ox, are not rare on the 
tundra of the Yukon valley, whence specimens 
were brought by Dall in 1868.  But the Kotle and 
Inglutalik Rivers have the reputation of affording 
these bones in extraordinary numbers.  Along the 
Arctic coast east of Point Barrow, where the bones 
and ivory occur frozen into the clays, they are so 
common as to serve the Eskimo carvers for 
economic purposes.  Last but by no means least 
important comes the discoveries of a mammoth 
tooth on the island of St. George of the Pribiloff 
group in 1836, vouched for by Veniaminoff (Anal. 
1, p. 106), and of tusks and teeth on the island of 
Unalaska in 1801, according to the report of Dr. 
Stein.” 

Indicate Connection to Mainland 
In corroboration of that evidence of the presence 

of mammoth remains on the Pribiloff Islands is the 
latter evidence of Dr. F.A. Lucas, given while 

serving as Secretary of the Biological Society of 
Washington, Nov. 5, 1898, quoted in Science, N.S. 
Vol. 8, No. 203, Nov. 18, 1898, page 718 as 
follows: 

“Mr. F.A. Lucas noted the occurrence of 
mammoth remains on the Pribiloff Islands, stating 
that Mr. R.E. Snodgrass and the party from 
Stanford University had in 1898 obtained two teeth 
of the mammoth and the bones of a bear, 
apparently distinct from the existing polar bear, 
from a lava cave on Bogoslov hill.  He was of the 
opinion that possibly the presence of these bones 
in such a situation might indicate the comparatively 
recent connection of the island with the mainland.” 

Mammoth Fat for Boats 
Dr. W.H. Dall, the dean of Alaska naturalists, 

reported 17th Ann. Geol. Rept., 1895-1896, that 
near the mouth of the Naknek River, on the north 
shore of the Alaska peninsula, the remains of a 
mammoth carcass, still retaining its forms, was 
found falling from a thawing bank, and underneath 
its organic debris, bones, etc., at the bottom, the 
scientific observer obtained quantities of its fat, 
which the natives used for greasing their boats.  It 
had the consistency of hard tallow and contained 
numerous dried fibres.  Pieces of this fat were pre- 
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sented to the National Museum where they are yet 
preserved. 

Some of these Yukon riverbank deposits are so 
recently opened and contain such a mass of the 
body remains of the animals that the caving banks 
where they exist are known as “stink banks.”  One 
of these on the Koyukuk River, known to the 
Geographic Dictionary of Alaska as the “Mastadon 
Bank,” threw out such an offensive odor that it is 
said the river pilots were able to guide their boats 
through the river channels in the dark by the well 
known location of its miasmatic stench. 

But it is not necessary at this late date to quote 
particular witnesses to prove the existence of these 
animal remains in the great central plateau of 
Alaska, for a thousand miners and many gold 
mining dredges for thirty years have been throwing 
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them out of the Yukon gravels, from the Klondike to 
Nome, in ever increasing numbers.  Let it be 
assumed that every scientist in the world knows 
about their presence in great quantities in the 
Pleistocene gravels and the surface muck in 
northern Alaska. 

Ice Covered 2/5 Of Alaska 
A careful examination by our very efficient 

Alaska Geological survey of the areas covered by 
glaciers in Alaska at the time of their maximum 
spread, shows that the ice and its frontal debris 
covered approximately 255,000 square miles, or 
two fifths of the total area of the Territory.  The 
glaciated areas included all of Southeastern 
Alaska, the whole of the great ox-bow bend within 
the peaks of St. Elias, Wrangell, Hayes, McKinley 
and Redoubt; all of the Alaska peninsula except 
the Bering Sea slope, and the higher parts of the 
Rocky Mountain or Endicott range lying midway 
between the Yukon River and the Polar Sea. 

The non-glaciated regions in Alaska, never 
covered with ice, were within the general drainage 
areas of the Kuskokwim and Yukon Rivers, called 
the Central Plateau by Brooks in his “Geographic 
Provinces of Northwestern North America, 1904” 
and within the Bering Sea, Bering Strait and Arctic 
slope littorals-the latter region called the Anaktuvak 
Plateau, a part of the Arctic slope and great plains 
region on Dr. Brooks’ maps.  These great Alaska 
plains plateaus were entirely non-glaciated in 
Pleistocene days when the great mammals 
crossed from Asia into America, and this area 
covered approximately 335,000 square miles, or 
more than three fifths of the total land area of 
Alaska.  During the deepest intensity of the glacial 
age in the northern part of North America, when a 
glacial blanket covered nearly the whole of British 
North America, and pushed its southern moraines 
as far south as the Ohio and Missouri Rivers, there 
were no glaciers or ice covering within any part of 
the Yukon basin, the Bering Sea littoral nor the 
Arctic slope plateau in Alaska, nor over any part of 
the shallow 

GLACIERS DID 

NOT COVER ALL 
OF NORTHLAND 

beds of Bering Sea or Strait, nor the Shallows 
along the Siberian shores of the Arctic Ocean from 
the Mackenzie River to the Taimyr Peninsula.  
while there may have been glaciers on the higher 
mountains of Siberia, there were none over any 
part of its immense grass covered northern plains 
extending from the Taimyr peninsula to the mouth 
of the Mackenzie River, nor thence along the 
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nearby Rocky Mountain plains of Canada into the 
United States. 

Immense Pasture Land 
While two-fifths of Alaska were thus covered with 

glaciers or glacial drift, the Yukon drainage basin, 
the tundra country fronting Bering Sea from Bristol 
Bay to the Arctic Circle and the entire Arctic Slope, 
were connected parts of an immense pasture land, 
extending from the Taimyr peninsula and the New 
Siberian Islands to the Mckenzie River.  These 
immense Arctic plains were covered with summer 
verdure, while evergreen forests filled the valleys 
as they do to this day in the Yukon basin.  Millions 
of migrant birds nested upon tundra meadows, the 
moose browsed through the evergreen forests and 
fed at sedgey lakes, bands of caribou traveled 
along the moss covered ridges; white big horn 
sheep grazed near the safety of the crags; herds of 
musk ox fed on the mountain sides; and bands of 
hardy wild horses raced across the Yukon and 
Siberian plains.  Herds of great horned bison 
grazed contentedly over wild prairies and trailed 
down from higher fields to slake their thirst at 
midday in the lowland streams.  Lions, larger than 
their African cousins, stalked these pasture lands, 
sated their appetites on their flesh, and roared 
defiance at herds of elephants, as their kind do 
today on the plains of Africa. 

In Rolling Hills 
The picture of the Alaska mammoth, as it is 

restored by our highest scientific authorities, shows 
that extinct animal and its companions surrounded 
by typically glacial conditions.  The skeletal 



remains of these extinct giants found in the great 
Yukon basin and along the Bering Sea and in 
Siberia, are, however, not found in glaciated 
regions, but in the plains and rolling hills where 
there were always waving meadows of red-top 
grass and plenty of other herbage in the summer 
season, and forests of evergreen trees and smaller 
browse in well-protected valleys during the winter-
far away from glaciers. 

In Collier’s Reconnaissance of the Seward 
Peninsula, 1902, p. 26, the geological survey 
quotes with approval the statement of Dr. George 
M. Dawson, the eminent Canadian geologist who 
surveyed the Klondike region and examined the 
Yukon basin country, saying that:  “Dr. Dawson 
states that mammoth remains are found only in the 
non-glaciated portions of Alaska and the Yukon 
district of Canada.  He also finds evidence that 
during the time of the mammoth there was a land 
connection between Alaska and the coast of 
Siberia.” 

South to Florida 
From their overcrowded Arctic pastures in 

Siberia the different species of Asiatic elephants 
and the bison spread eastwardly along the tundra 
plain of the Arctic slope to the Mackenzie River, 
and thence up the valley of that great stream.  The 
herds in the central plateau, below the Arctic 
Circle, migrated toward the upper valley of the 
Yukon, from which the northern herds crossed. 

ANIMALS HAD 
OPEN RANGE OF 

VAST EXTENT 
the low range of the mountains along the 
Porcupine river and joined those arriving along the 
Arctic slope, which gave the combined herds in the 
Mackenzie an open road to the plains plateau 
along the eastern slope of the main range of the 
Rocky 
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Mountains.  These descended into the great 
Mississippi Valley drainage area below the 
Missouri River, and thence plodded on to New 
York and Atlantic shores as far south as Florida. 

Fairbanks And Klondike 
Another branch of these mountain climbing 

giants from the central plateau of Alaska turned to 
the right and followed up the valley of the Yukon, 
filling the gold creeks of Circle, Forty Mile and the 
Klondike with tusks and bones; another  main trail 
passed up the Tanana leaving their bones in great 
numbers in the gold creeks at Fairbanks and at 
every  mining camp in that region.  They united 
with the central plateau game trails at the Klondike; 
they traveled thence southward between the Rocky 
Mountain and the Coast range, and entered the 
United States through the Faser river basin and the 
Columbia River valley, thence passing on to the 
Mexican border and to the La Brae asphalt pits at 
Los Angeles, where their tusks and bones filled 
those classic deposits in great numbers. 

In Dr. Hornadays “Tales from Nature’s 
Wonderlands” New York, 1926, p. 29, that very 
reliable student says of the extent of elephant 
migrations: “There were several species of 
mammoths, and they roamed over immense areas 
in Europe, Asia and North America, in fact, they 
inhabited nearly the whole of the more northern 
regions of those continents.  In Europe they went 
down into Italy as far south as the Tiber.  In Asia, in 
what is now Siberia, they fairly swarmed.  In North 
America they inhabited western and central Alaska, 
the western half of Canada, practically all of the 
United States, and on down through central Mexico 
to the City of Mexico itself.” 
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Los Angeles Death Trap 

In chapter five of his “Tales,” Dr. Hornaday 
describes a mythical migration of a pair of 
mammoth and a calf down the central plateau of 
Alaska to the La Brea asphalt pits at Los Angeles, 
and their loss in that death trap.  In the notes on 
the Pleistocene fossils obtained from the La Brea 
pits, published by the Los Angeles museum, 1922, 
the following list of mammals is given, the 
skeletons having been found in the pits, evidently 
descended from ancestors reaching that region 
down the central plateau through Alaska: the 
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mastodon, imperial elephant, mammoth, saber 
tooth tiger, large lion, dire wolf, big brown bear, 
camel, horse, ancient ox and the wide fronted 
bison. 

It must be noted, however, that the camel and 
horse originated in North America, where they 
became extinct after the species had passed to the 
Old World (evidently over the land bridge at Bering 
Strait), where they were both perpetuated; they are 
now represented in the Americas by their Asiatic  
descendants. 

Scientists are now agreed from a wide study of 
their skeletal remains found in natural cold storage 
in the Alaska surface soil and creek gravels, upon 
which we walk and work today, that herds of 
mammoth, mastodon, wide fronted bison, big 
horned sheep, the musk ox and horses, once 
roamed over the surface of these plains as we do 
today.  They came upon these pasture lands as 
migrants, within recent geological time, then 
passed on over the game trails, marked by their 
bones, into the plains of the United States, and 
northern Mexico.  They finally disappeared from all 
those trails and pastures before the beginning of 
historic days, leaving only their bones as proof that 
they once lived there in the flesh. 

Where Did They Come From? 
Where did these herds of migrating mammals 

come from, and how did they get into Alaska? 
A good Alaska mammoth story is related by 

Frederick A. Lucas, an eminent authority on fossil 
American elephants, in the Smithsonian Reports, 
Vol. 54, p. 353, which is well worth reading, in 
which he also imparts valuable information of that 
and other Alaska mammals:  “The exact birthplace 
of the mammoth is as uncertain,” he says, “as that 
of many other great characters, but his earliest 
known resting place is in the Cromer forest beds of 
England, a country inhabited by him at the time 
when the German Ocean was dry land and Great 
Britain part of a peninsula.  Her his remains are 
found today, while from the depths of the North 
Sea the hardy trawlers have dredged hundreds, 
aye, thousands, of mammoth teeth in company 

with soles and turbot.” 
Remains In Europe 

Similar evidence is given by Lull, Evolution of the 
Elephant, p. 13. that:  “The oyster trawlers from the 
single village of Happisburg dredged from the 
Dogger Banks off the coast of Norfolk, England, 
2,000 molar teeth, besides tusks and other 
mammoth remains, between the years 1820 and 
1933.  This indicates not only the great profusion of 
the mammoths of the Pleistocene but the existence 
of comparatively recent land connection between 
England and the continent.”  It is interesting to 
learn that  these great mammalian herds of 
western Europe lived upon the sunken plains of the 
North Sea, where they probably perished in that 
tremendous cataclysm, but it is more important to 
be reliably informed that they lived in conjunction 
with Man in France and the surrounding countries 
at the same period.  On this point Lull,  
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and many other authorities, state that “In Europe 
not only have the bones of man and the mammoth 
been found intermingled in a way that implied strict 
contemporaneity, but still more the works of 
prehistoric artists.  The fidelity with which the 
mammoth is drawn indicates that the artist must 
have seen the animal alive.” 

Cro-Magnon Dwellers 
During the last century a careful examination of 

the caverns of France, and surrounding regions, 
has brought to light the now conceded proof that 
the ancient Cro-Magnon dwellers occupied these 
caverns and rock shelters during the presence of 
the great mammals in France.  These natural 
artists painted and carved excellent 
representations of the mammoth, horses, reindeer, 
and other typical animals of that period upon their 
cavern walls.  In addition to these permanent 
memorials of their acquaintance with these 
animals, by these early hunters, the refuse heaps 
before their cook shelters are shown to contain the 
broken bones of the great animals cast out from 
their feasts upon the animals themselves. 

To what race or races of man the Piltdown, 



Neanderthal and Cro-Magnon natives-the first men 
known to inhabit the lands of England, France and 
adjacent regions – in common with the mammoth, 
horse and bison – belonged, is not yet determined.  
Their artifacts, carvings and drawings, found in 
their caverns and kitchen-middens,  

BIG HERDS OF 
MAMMALS TREK 
TO EASTWARD 

suggest the beginning of Eskimo art-but the 
problem is yet unsolved. 

Migrate Eastward 
Anyway, one day the herds of mammals, 

crowding the plains of France, began their great 
migration eastward.  It would be a tedious story to 
follow them over the long trail, though their bones 
mark its line into their next great permanent 
pasture lands in northern Siberia.  Here their 
remains are again found in greatest abundance in 
the sunken lands of Siberia from the Taimyr 
Peninsula to Bering Strait. 

The Mongoloid tribes living along the Arctic 
Ocean shores of Siberia have gathered mammoth 
ivory and the great bones of the extinct mammals 
which they found there in great abundance, for 
ages.  These hyperborean people in Siberia had 
the same artistic quality possessed by early man in 
association with these animals in western Europe, 
which is yet exhibited in even higher degree by the 
Alaska Eskimo.  It was not until the Russians 
overran and conquered Siberia, in recent centuries, 
and began their geographic surveys of its northern 
coasts in response to the impulse given to that 
work by Peter the Great, that the more cultivated 
nations of the world learned of the vast stores of 
the remains of those animals along its Arctic 
shores.  Lull tells us that “immense quantities of 
fossil ivory have been exported from Siberia, there 
having been sold in the London market in a single 
year, averaging 150 pounds in weight.  The total 
number of mammoths represented by the output of 
fossil ivory since the conquest of Siberia is not far 
from 40,000, not of course, a single herd but the 
accumulations of thousands of years.” 

Diary 43, 1934 
May 21 

21 
Tusk Hunter Discovers Islands 

In 1770 a Russian tusk hunter wandering along 
the shores of Siberia, accidentally discovered the 
first of the New Siberian Islands, lying 27 miles off 
shore in the shallow Arctic Sea, between the Yana 
and Indigirka Rivers.  On the first of these islands, 
named Liakhoff after the discoverer, he found a 
rich store of mammoth tusks.  In relation to the 
mammoth ivory found in Siberia, north of the Arctic 
Circle, Hartwig, in The Polar World, London, 1881, 
says:  “There hardly exists a more remarkable 
article of commerce than these remains of an 
extinct animal which, in spite of their antiquity, are 
still so fresh as to be used in turning.  In north 
Siberia, along the Obi, the Jensei, the Lena, and 
their tributaries from lat. 58° to 70°, or along the 
shores of the Polar Ocean as far as the American 
side of Bering Strait, they are found imbedded in 
the frozen soil, or become exposed by the annual 
thawing and crumbling of the river banks.  Dozens 
of tusks are frequently found together, but the most 
astonishing deposit occurs in the Lachow 
(Liakhow) Islands, where in some localities they 
are accumulated in such quantities as to form a 
considerable part of the soil.” 

Increase to Northward 
Wrangell, later the Governor of Russian America 

(Alaska), surveyed the New Siberian Islands in 
1820-23.  In his Narrative, London, 1844, p. 500, 
he says of the report of his assistant who 
conducted the examination of those islands under 
his directions:  “In quantity, however, these bones 
increase wonderfully to the northward, and as 
Sannikow expresses himself, the 

EARLY HUNTERS 
SOLD IVORY 
IN ENGLAND 

whole soil of the first of the Liakhow Islands 
appears to consist of them.  For about eighty years 
the fur hunters have every year brought large 
cargoes from this island, but as yet there is no 
sensible diminution of the stock.  The tusks on the 
islands are also much more fresh and white than 
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those of the continent.  A sand-bank on the 
western side was most productive of all, and the fur 
hunters maintain, that when the sea recedes after 
a long continuance of easterly winds, a fresh 
supply of mammoth bones is always found to have 
been washed upon this bank, proceeding 
apparently from some vast store at the bottom of 
the sea.” 

Several Different Species 
Wrangell’s conclusion about the whole matter is: 

“Without entering in this place into any 
speculations concerning the manner in which these 
probably antediluvian remains came into their 
present situations, I would call attention to the 
remarkable fact that the teeth, tusks and bones, 
which are called by the general name of mammoth 
bones, but which probably belong to several 
different species of animals, are not distributed 
equally over Siberia, but form immense local 
accumulations, which become both richer and 
more extensive the further one advances to the 
north.  They are found in the greatest abundance in 
New Siberia and the Liakhow Islands, as 
mentioned by Reschetnikow and Sannikow.  Many 
hundred pood weight are collected there every 
year, whereas, on the continent they are much 
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scarcer, and are hardly ever met with in the 
southern part of Siberia.” 

Found in Siberian Mines 
A well known Fairbanks miner who lately 

returned from mining in Siberia, says the tusks, 
horns and bones of these big animals are found in 
the placer mines in Siberia in the same conditions 
and numbers as they are found in similar mines in 
the Yukon basin. 

The Siberian mammoth is without exception the 
best known of all prehistoric animals, for not only 
have its bones and teeth been found in immense 
numbers but several of its frozen carcasses have 
been found from time to time almost complete,-its 
hide, hair and even its viscera and muscles well 
preserved.  One of these specimens was found 
near the mouth of the Lena River whence it was 

uncovered in 1806 and its skeleton now stands 
mounted in St. Petersburg. 

Froze In Ice Shroud 
In 1901 another well preserved body was found 

at the Beresovka River, Siberia, 800 miles west of 
Bering Strait and sixty miles north of the Arctic 
Circle.  This great animal had apparently been 
feeding when he slipped and fell into a deep water-
cut ice-trench and landed at the bottom so wedged 
in that he could not climb out.  Two of his legs were 
broken, masses of snow covered him and he 
quickly froze within his natural ice shroud.  He had 
the last bite of browse in his mouth when he fell to 
his death-his stomach was full – later day scientists 
examined his last bite and his full stomach- his last 
supper consisted of grass and browse of the same 
kind that grows on the same hills today.  Herz, who 
excavated this animal for the Russians, gave 
special attention to its hairy covering.  It consisted 
of a thick wooly undercoat, yellowish brown in 
color, and an outer heavier mass of hair, varying 
from fawn to dark brown and black.  The heavier 
hair on the chin, breast and shoulders was half a 
yard long.  His coat was heavier and warmer than 
the one worn today by the musk ox, the moose and 
caribou living in the same climate: he ate the same 
kind of food these animals now eat, browsed on 
the same hills, and lived out the cold days of winter 
in the same valleys. 

Is Vast Cemetery 
The northern parts of Siberia, from the Lena river 

to the East Cape of Asia, is one vast cemetery, 
filled with bones, teeth tusks and other skeletal  
remains of the proboscidian tribes which once lived 
there, and the groups of other large mammals 
which followed their leaders from Europe to the 
same cold storage burial grounds. 

The most interesting feature of the problem 
before us, however, is the study of the inter-
continental land bridge which once spanned the 
seas between Asia and America, connecting the 
great mammal pastures of northeast Asia with 
those in Alaska.  The seamen of Russia and 
England, and the United States Coast Survey, 



plumbed the waters of northern Bering Sea, Bering 
Strait, and the adjacent Arctic Ocean from the 
mouth of the Mackenzie River to the Taimyr 
Peninsula, and found them to be mere widespread 
continental shore shallows. 

Colored Yellow 
Herewith is an official Coast and Geodetic 

Survey map which shows the depth in fathoms of 
Bering Sea, the strait and the adjacent waters of 
the Arctic Ocean.  The shallows shown on the 
chart from the shore line to the 30 fathom line-180 
feet maximum, are colored yellow: the depth from 
30 fathoms to 50-300 feet maximum, are in red: 
from 50 to 1000 fathoms, a maximum of 6000 feet, 
in green, and beyond that depth in blue out- 
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line, covering the great deep of Bering Sea at an 
average depth of 2000 fathoms, or 12,000 feet.  
Notice that shallows less than 30 fathoms-180 feet 
in depth exist across an area 1000 miles wide on a 
north-south line through Bering Strait. 

Would Unite Asia, America 
The United States Geological Survey, in its study 

of this very question, says in its official bulletin 
number 84, 1892, p. 266, that:  “I is quite certain 
that an elevation of the shores of Bering Sea and 
the continental shelf lying off them, if carried to 200 
feet would unite Asia and America; if to 300 feet, 
would connect the eastern Aleutians as far as 
Umnak and the Pribiloff Islands with America and 
would lay bare an enormous level plain covering 
the northern half and most of the eastern third of 
the present area of Bering Sea.  The diminished 
body of water which would be left in such a case, in 
connection with the prevalence of the northwest 
trade winds over this area, would give to this region 
such a dry climate as characterizes much of 
Siberia and the Yukon valley in Alaska.”  If Dr. Dall 
had extended his observations beyond Bering 
Strait, to include the adjacent shoals of the Arctic 
Sea, his conclusions would have had that much 
greater support upon equal facts. 

Great Shallows 
One can get a better idea of the extreme 

shallows of this wide land bridge area by 
comparing their shoal depths with the height of well 
known buildings.  The height of the Washington 
Monument in Washington, D.C., is 555 feet: that of 
the L.C. Smith Building, Seattle, is about 450 feet.  
If these two buildings were set on the bed of Bering 
Strait, the Washington Monument would rise 375 
feet above the sea level, the L.C. Smith Building 
270 feet above the same waters.  These great 
shallows cover about 100,000 square miles, and 
when they stood above sea level connected 
Siberia and Alaska by a level grassy plain, similar 
in character to a vast tundra meadow- 

PRIBILOFS WERE 
JOINED WITH 

MAINLAND 
land, with here and there streams and lakes upon 
whose banks grew evergreen forests, far away 
from the polar sea, affording pasturage and 
protection for the great animals which crossed over 
them from Siberia into Alaska. 

Were Once Connected 
The existence of mammoth remains on the 

Unalaska ands Pribilof Islands establishes the fact 
that those islands were connected with the 
American Continent when those animals reached 
the islands.  Assuming those facts, both the yellow 
and read areas on the accompanying map show 
the limits of the Asio-American land bridge and the 
migration route which existed between Siberia and 
Alaska when the great mammals of Asia crossed 
their wide steppe-like sandy plains to Alaska, an 
passed thence onward over Alaska plateaus into 
British North America and the United States. 

Then, one day a cataclysmic quake shook the 
earth.  Tidal waves swept the lowlands.  The 
hundred Alaska Peninsula volcanoes, those of 
Japan, Kamchatka and eastern Siberia, on the 
isles of the sea, and the submarines of St. Michael, 
thundered and roared, broke the very foundations 
of the earth, and cast forth vast volumes of smoke, 
ashes and lava.  The earth rocked and split 
asunder-the great Asio- 
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American land bridge was destroyed as its mid 
portion sank beneath the waves.  A wide flood of 
angry waters rolled across the lowland meadows, 
the animals were drowned on the plains, and the 
ancient mammal trail between the two continents 
was broken by the shallow waters of Bering Sea, 
the strait, and those of the adjacent Polar Sea. 

Became Extinct 
Thereafter some disease, change of climate, 

overspecialization, or other cause yet unknown, 
brought about the extinction of the mammoth and 
his proboscidian relatives, both in the old and new 
worlds.  Their hyperborean pastures knew them no 
more in the flesh, but their great tusks and bones 
on the surface of the very trails they trod in life, 
prove that they existed there geologically speaking, 
only yesterday.  Other hardy species of Asiatic 
immigrants which followed their leaders over the 
great earth trail to America, yet survive and still 
inhabit the same ancient pastures where they once 
grazed in common with the extinct giants. 

Many Crossed Bridge 
Of the Asiatic mammals which crossed the land 

bridge into Alaska the mammoth, mastodon, the 
imperial elephant, and their American relatives, all 
became extinct.  The native American horse and 
camel crossed the bridge in early life, perpetuated 
their kind in Asia: some of these joined the 
eastward migrating horde and returned to the land 
of their fathers, but both the original stock in 
America and the returning species from Asia 
became extinct in America, though not in Asia.  
The saber tooth tiger came with the great 
mammals from Asia into America, but became 
extinct in both the old and new worlds.  The lion, 
Felis Atrox, followed the great herds from Asia 
through Alaska into the United States where he 
became extinct with the mammoth.  The musk ox 
migrated into America from the original home in the 
old world where it became extinct, but it still 
survives in Arctic America. 

List of Animals 
The following list of old world animals crossed 

into America and  
ANCIENT LIFE 

STILL PERSISTS 
IN PRESENT 

still survive in both their original Asiatic pastures 
and those in America: 

The reindeer – caribou 
The bison family. 
The big horned sheep. 
The white mountain sheep. 
The moose – old world elk. 
The wapiti-elk-European stag. 
The big brown bear. 
The dog, beaver, etc. 
The mammoth, mastodon, horse, bison, and the 

carnivorous animals which followed and fed upon 
them, spread eastward from France, via Fairbanks 
to Florida.  The farthest north college in America 
stands upon the hard beaten trail made by these 
migrating mammals after they crossed the 
Siberian-Alaska land bridge and pressed forward 
into mid-America.  Their bones lie in the surface 
soil and gravels around these college buildings, 
and in the nearby gold mining creeks, now being 
excavated by enormous dredges.  Herds of these 
giant migrants once stood upon the splendid 
college campus where graduates now pass, and 
gazed upon the magnificent scenery of snow 
covered mountains standing in sentinel array 
across the evergreen valley of the Tanana as we 
do today. 

Diary 43, 1934 
May 21 

21 
College Wisely Collecting 

This college, under the able leadership of its 
worthy president, has wisely begun the collection 
of the remains and artifacts of the St. Lawrence 
Island people, the first of whom may have seen 
those migrant herds pass over the wide 
meadowlands between Siberia and Alaska.  It is 
the consensus of opinion among eminent scholars 
that ancient man came into America along that 
same route, possibly in company with the great 
animals.  If their conclusion is well founded, 
somewhere in the non-glaciated Yukon-Alaska 



basin, there may be found, in ancient caverns or 
gravels, the relics of those first Americans.  That 
search ought never to be abandoned, for 
satisfactory proof of that fact has not yet been 
made elsewhere.  Its production would establish a 
landmark in the study of the origin of man in the 
new world, and greatly enrich the college finding it.  
It is to be hoped this college may secure it through 
its study of the stores of fossil remains in Alaska. 

No other American college is so well situated to 
secure the evidence of the migration of man and 
mammals from the old to the new world as yours.  
If that work is continued in the spirit in which it is 
begun, and that fossil wealth is gathered and 
stored in fireproof halls on this campus it will make 
this school one of the greatest museums of the 
world. 

Stand In The Beginning 
And, now, my dear friends, just a word to the 

young men and women who have this day been 
honored by honoring this school as graduates of its 
classes.  Your diplomas have been signed by your 
teachers and the president of your alma mater: you 
are accredited to the world as worthy students: you 
stand at the beginning of your active life’s work.  
Your parents and friends, and the officials of this 
college, wish you happiness and success in the 
various pursuits you may choose for your future 
labors.  These must depend not upon what you 
have heretofore accomplished, but what you shall 
do hereafter.  My only word of advice to you is 
carefully to select that pursuit in life in which you 
personally feel most interested, to cultivate a sense 
of freedom and initiative, and work-work-work. 
 
[clipping] 

Degrees Are Presented To 
20 Graduates by Trustee 

John A. McIntosh 
GIVE FINE PROGRAM 
Instrumental And Vocal 
Musical Numbers Are 

Among Features 
Degrees were conferred this forenoon on twenty 

graduates of the Alaska College and School of 
Mines at the twelfth annual commencement of the 
institution. 

The exercises were opened with an invocation 
by Rev. S.A. Eline, S.J. Musical numbers, 
consisting of a violin solo by Miss Virginia Brown 
and a vocal solo by James T. Hutchison, were 
given.  The address of the day was delivered by 
Judge Wickersham. 
 
[clipping] 

AIR TRAIL BLAZER 
[photo of:] 

Col. Carl Ben Eielson 
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[commencement program] 

The Twelfth Annual 
COMMENCEMENT 

of the 
Alaska Agricultural College 

and  
School of Mines 

Monday, May Twenty-First 
Nineteen Hundred Thirty-Four 

 
. . . GRADUATING . . . 

 
BACHELOR OF ARTS 

Charlotte E. Lynn                      Arts and Letters 
Frances Loretto Meals              Arts and Letters 
Mary Uta Mikami                       Arts and Letters 
Aileen Marie Niemi                   Arts and Letters 
James Nichols Pendleton, Jr.   Arts and Letters 
Eugene G. Moore                     Arts and Letters 
 

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE 
Harry Martin Brandt                 Chemistry 
John Beaupre Dorsh               Geology and Mining 
Joseph T. Flakne                     Business Admin. 
Charles Francis Herbert          Mining Engineering 
James Webster Johnson         Agriculture 
Everett Royal Johnson            General Science 
Violet Rosalie Lundell,             Home Ec., Educ. 
Kenneth Alfred McCarty          Agriculture 
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William Olin                             Agriculture 
Ruby Cara Olson                    Business Admin. 
William Aloysius O’Neil           Geology and Mining 
Lois Marian Spencer               Business Admin. 
Winston W. Spencer               Geology and Mining 
Axel Lauridsen Svane             General Science 
 

. . . PROGRAM . . . 
 

PROCESSIONAL 
INVOCATION                       Rev. S. A. Eline, S.J. 
VIOLIN SOLO                       Miss Virginia Brown 
COMMENCMENT ADDRESS 

Hon. James Wickersham 
VOCAL SOLO                      James T. Hutchison 
PRESENTATION OF DIPLOMAS 
                                             John A. McIntosh 
ANNOUNCEMENTS            President Bunnell 
BENEDICTION                     Rev. M.J. Kippenbrock 

 
RECESSIONAL 

 
-May 22, 1934- 

Mr. & Mrs. Charles E. Taylor (Charley & Eva) took 
Grace and me out to Ester 
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-22nd continued- 
to look over my ¾ interest in the Daly Bench 
mining claim – between Eva creek & Ester Creeks.  
We found that the Fairbanks Exploration Co. is 
building its plant – its town – shops etc. about half 
a mile up the creek above my claim – that its power 
line crosses my land etc.  It seems to me that my 
claim is of considerable value & I think they will buy 
it because (1) of its gold values, (2) and probably 
also because of its location with reference to their 
property.  Went back to town & called on Mr. 
Earling, the F.E. Co’s purchasing agent & had a 
talk with him about the price they would pay me for 
my ¾ interest in the Daly Bench.  He suggested 
that I give his Co. an option to purchase my 
interest for $5,000. after 
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giving them 3 months time to prospect it.  I could 
not agree to that but I told him to go ahead & 

prospect  - by drilling – and he could then make me 
a proposal to buy.  Finally he agreed to that plan & 
I gave him oral permission to prospect the ground 
– he said it could be done by September – though I 
think they may have done the work already, for 
they have certainly prospected all around it. Told 
him I would write to Mrs. Patterson & advise her 
about the matter. 

In his letter sent to me by Judge Bunnell and 
recovered by me at Curry as we came in, he 
advised me that he would give a dinner tonight at 
the College dining room – but the particular 
purpose of the feast except that of social good 
cheer 
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was not mentioned.  Forty four guests gathered at 
the function around the long L shaped table in the 
big dining room at 7:30.  I was surprised when 
President Bunnell escorted Mrs. Wickersham & 
when Mrs. Hess, secry. of the Board of Trustees 
offered me her arm as escort – an official escort by 
the College highest officials – a dinner in honor of 
her first appearance as a member of the Board of 
Regents and of myself as the orator of the class of 
graduates.  Judge Bunnell acted as to toastmaster 
– Judge E. Coke Hill, U.S. Dist. Judge, Mrs. Hess, 
Prof. Patty, dean & I were called upon to speak – 
we all spoke briefly – Mrs. Hess surprised me very 
much, for she delivered a somewhat lengthy and 
very interesting address. 
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It was delivered extemporaneously, but with entire 
self possession – in good voice and without error 
or faltering.  It was much the best address of the 
evening.  In introducing me Judge Bunnell gave me 
full credit for originating the college idea, getting 
the bill through Congress, and organizing the local 
plan for building the school – laying the 
cornerstone etc.  It appeared that the first year 
book of the College has just been printed & he 
asked all present to sign their names in the pages 
prepared – after which he made a public 
presentation of the book to me.  Whereupon I 
made a short address of thanks.  It was a very 



agreeable function & I thoroughly enjoyed it – of 
course. 
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Grace was as much pleased as I was and we both 
feel highly honored, as the College evidently 
intended we should.  WE had good weather – and 
were very kindly entertained by our friends while on 
our visit – by Andrew Nerland & his wife & by 
Charley & Eva Taylor.  Charley was the husband of 
my sister May, until her death 6 or 7 years ago.  he 
married Eva his present wife some 2 years ago.  
She is a very fine and capable woman - & I am 
particularly fond of her. 
I visited the new Court House – public building – it 
is not as large as the Juneau Public building – but 
much finer in its architectural appearance.  It gave 
me a feeling of pride in the growth of the Tanana 
valley when I compared it 
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with the little wooden building I dedicated on the 
same spot of ground on July 4, 1904. – 30 years 
ago.  We had rooms in the Alaska Hotel – Kept by   
                       Foster.                          

Wednesday 23rd May. 
We bade our friends goodbye and left on the 830 
train on the Alaska R.R. for the Coast.  A 
longshoreman’s strike at Seattle, has tied up all the 
Alaska boats & I telegraphed from Nenana to 
Seward asking agent to reserve cabin on any boat 
going south so that we might get home before all 
boats are tied up! 
Lunch at Healy at noon – lodgings at Curry for the 
night.  Saw many ptarmigan – in flocks – as we 
came over the Broad Pass. 
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Thursday.  24 – May. 
We had beautiful views of mount McKinley & 
Foraker this morning after passing Talkeetna.  
Train stopped at Anchorage for an hour – a group 
of a half a dozen friends met me & took me up 
town to a restaurant – Bragaw, Roach, Thompson, 
J. Lindley, & others, to talk over the political 
situation.  Mrs. Keller & some other ladies came 
with automobiles & took Mrs. Wickersham to Mrs. 

Kellers where they had lunch & a social time.  We 
arrived at Seward at 6 p.m. – tired and Hungry.  
Had rooms at the Van Gilder Hotel – boats not sure 
– but probable. 
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Friday. May 25. 
Saw a moose from the train near Trail lake. 
We are glad to find that the SS. Cordova will be 
here on Sunday (27) & we have engaged passage 
on her to Juneau.  She is slow but sure – Grace 
has found her bridge (cards) friends & is quite 
willing to rest, play & sleep. 

Saturday.  May 26th  
No settlement of the strike on the docks & we are 
in luck to have transportation home on the Cordova 
– which is reported due here tomorrow evening. 

The Seward Gateway has the following account 
of the College functions in todays paper. 

| 
over. 
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[clipping] 

College Program 
Commencement Is 

Colorful Affair 
Hon. James Wickersham and Mrs. Wickersham, 

returning from Fairbanks where they were in 
attendance at the Commencement exercises of the 
Alaska College, and at the ceremonious 
groundbreaking for the Eielson Memorial building, 
speak of impressive ceremonies that greeted 
packed attendance. 

The ground-breaking was under the joint 
direction of the American Legion and President 
Charles E. Bunnell, the ceremony being featured 
with an address by Judge Wickersham.  The 
former Delegate to Congress also turned the first 
shovel of earth.  Other participants included 
members of the Board of Trustees, members of the 
American Legion, the College faculty, graduating 
seniors, the College military unit and the College 
unit. 

PROGRAM PROCEEDS 
While there were 26 members of the senior class 

for 1934, only 20 received degrees at this time. 
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From his observations Judge Wickersham feels 
that the mining enterprises about Fairbanks are 
well equipped with materials and supplies, and will 
not be seriously handicapped by temporary strike 
conditions.  Work, it appeared him, was proceeding 
satisfactorily at the different locations, both 
preliminary and actual development. 

Judge and Mrs. Wickersham, who are guests at 
the Van Gilder hotel, will take passage on the SS 
Cordova Sunday for their home in Juneau. 

-27th May 
Sunday – rainy – SS. Cordova will be in harbor 
about 8 oclock. p.m. & will go out about 12m.  
Clearing up & looks like good voyage – Another 
train in from Anchorage with more passengers.  I 
wrote a letter to Bunnell, Pres. College & sent him 
bill for our transportation etc. from Juneau to 
Fairbanks & return $307.75 
Sent my bill for $307.00 expenses to Fairbanks for 
self & Grace, back to Bunnell as per his 
agreement. 
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-28th – May 
We anchored – wharf at Latouche for some hours 
& took on board a lot of junk machinery – landed at 
Valdez late in the evening – met a few friends – 
nothing new. 

-29th - May 
Landed at Cordova wharf forenoon.  We went up 
town & visited an hour then we sailed for home.  
Talked politics with Dr. Chase – nothing.  Beautiful 
weather & a smooth sea.  We were lucky to get the 
“Cordova” – a freighter – for we learn that owing to 
the ‘Longshoreman’s strike for higher wages, there 
may not be another boat north from Seattle for 
some weeks – we have a good room. 
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-May 30th – 
Decoration Day – Beautiful day – calm sea.  In the 
evening we held a Memorial Day service – music, 
signing etc. and I was called upon & made a short 
address – Very pleasant occasion. 

-31st - 
We reached Juneau at 2 oclock. p.m. & were very 
much pleased to get back home again.  Found 
everything in good shape – especially the beds.  

Dr. Hedlicka, ethnologist from the Smithsonian Inst. 
in town – called by he was at Governor Troy’s 
where he delivered an address on his work at 
Kodiak Island. 
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-June 1, 1934 - 
In the office at work answering accumulated mail.  
Dr. Hedlicka called – going to Kodiak island.  
Conference with Jim York about sending Oien & 
assistant with York to inspect the Mammoth Mining 
claims on Admiralty island.  Dr. Dawes will go in 
with us on the expenses.  Wrote full letter to Mrs. 
Mariam A. Patterson, San Diego, Cal. about my 
examination and the value etc. of Daly Bench claim 
on Ester Creek, Fairbanks, in which she owns a 
quarter interest with me.  She is sick & my letter 
may encourage her – for it is optimistic. 
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-June 2, 1934 
Preparing an Option to purchase four lode claims 
at the head of Fall creek – which empties into 
Young Bay, on the north & east side of Admiralty 
Island, proposed purchasers Jas. York & myself – 
but with us will be Dr. Dawes & Gus. Oien. 

Attended Bar Assoc. dinner. 
Grace is giving a dinner tonight to Mr. Emmons, 
from Tacoma and Mr. & Mrs. Hermann – the latter 
a relative of Emmons, whom Grace & I met on our 
voyage to Fairbanks & return. 

-June 3rd - 
We had a nice evening with the Emmons & 
Hermanns last night.  Working on Agreement-
Option, for purchase of the Mammoth Lode Claims, 
Admiralty Island  
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-4th - 
Have completed option-Agreement for purchase of 
the Mammoth Lode Mining claims on Admiralty 
Island & will send it on tonights boat to Folger 
Johnson, U.S. Bank Building, Portland, Oregon, 
with instructions – he will send it to J.A. Stratton, 
Cambridge, Mass & to Lloyd G. Hill, Milltown, New 
Brunswick, for their signatures.  If they sign & give 
us option Jim York, _____ Oien and Dr. Dawes & I 
will hold it – Dawes  one third, I one third, Oien one 
sixth & Jim York one sixth.  York & Oien will do the 
outside work  Dr. Dawes & I the business end – 



Dawes will furnish the money - & I the legal work. 
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-5th - 
Mifs Bouchette, who has lived in our house this 
winter & taught school, Mrs. Tupper another school 
teacher friend, & other friends went south on 
Canadian boat – all American boats tied up by the 
Longshoremen’s Strike. 
Meeting of Dr. Dawes, Oien, Jim York & I met in 
my office today and agreed on combining (as on 
last page) to locate additional claims adjacent to 
the Mammoth Claims on Admiralty Is. & take same 
interests in Option-Agreement from Johnson, 
Stratton & Hill, and put the project in shape for sale 
or exploration.  Busy in the office.  Paid my monthly 
bills. 
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-6th – 
Busy in the office as usual. 

-7th – 
Lunch with Chamber of Commerce.  Short remarks 
on request about mining conditions in Fairbanks.  
Working on case of Paul v Bixby, No. 3592A, 
motion to quash service! 

-8th – 
Same as yesterday – no boats or mail on account 
of Longshoreman Strike in Seattle and other Coast 
points. 

-9th - 
Juneau Bar Assoc. – discussed power of Gov. of 
Alaska to grant pardons etc. for Territorial offenses 
- & letter from Sec. Int. to Gov. on that subject. 
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-10th – 
Sunday – at home reading, etc.  Preparing 
illustrations & fixing pages for insertion in Old 
Yukon Trails Ms. 
Longshoremans Strike settled but the crews on 
Alaska boats now strike for better wages etc. 

-11th - 
As usual in the office. 
Price, U.S. Internal Rev. official in charge of 
examinations of Income tax matters interviewed 
me & also Grace in relation to our Income Tax 
statements for the year 1932. 

Al White called a meeting of Republicans to form a 
Club two weeks ago & they adjourned until tonight 
for permanent organization, Tonight 
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The adjourned meeting was held at Frank Fosters 
office & I attended.  White failed to run the meeting 
& my friends elected Judge Le Fevre President, 
Ray Stevens Secretary and Treasurer, Mrs. 
Hermann, Chairman of the Womens bureau, & a 
member of the Publicity Com. & left the other two 
members to be appointed by Judge Le Fevre.  
What was started to be an unfriendly combination 
toward me has turned into a decidedly friendly one 
to me.  I kept still only when opposed to & then 
carefully made my remarks impersonal and friendly 
& the meeting broke up with a decidedly friendly 
feeling towards the whole Republican crowd. 
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-12th - 
As usual in the office.  Getting York & Oien ready 
to go to Admiralty Is. to stake claims around & 
examine Mammoth Lode Claims.  Served Motion to 
Quash the summons of plaintiff in case of Paul, Jr. 
v Bixby, et. al. but Paul informed me that Faulkner 
had appeared yesterday with general appearance 
for Bixby & filed demurrer.  Saw Faulkner & he very 
penitently declared it was an error – that while he 
had filed the demurrer he had not been engaged 
by Bixby - & went to work at once to secure a 
withdrawal of his appearance – which on the facts 
he can probably do! 
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-13th - 
Governor called me up & I went to see him – he 
had received a letter for the Attorney General in 
Wash. D.C. affirming the opinion of the Dept. of the 
Int. that the Governor has no authority to pardon 
any one in Alaska convicted of a misdemeanor – 
Assault & Battery – as denounced in the Criminal 
Code of 1899 - !  Have not read the opinion but will 
do so and report my views when the Gov. 
stenographer send me a copy, so that I can read it 
carefully and reach a conclusion.  I do not hesitate 
to question the views of a Department clerk on an 
Alaska law point – they are generally wrong. 
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-13th continued – 
The evening paper says Mrs. Hunt 

Hunt of Ketchikan has died today.  Sent Senator 
Hunt a telegram of sympathy and condolence, for 
they have been my friends for 50 years.  first at 
Hillhurst on the Gravelly Plains south of Tacoma 
and since 1900 in Alaska. 

-14th – 15th – 
Nothing new in the office. 

-16th – 
Boats coming again – the Longshoremen have 
raised the strike so far as Alaska is concerned.  
Nothing new in the office. 

-17th - 
Am busy arranging the List of Illustrations in Old 
Yukon Trails.” hunting up some new – old ones. 
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-18th – 
Busy in the office – Bixby telegraphed $5000!! 
Studying construction of Public Law 226. 73 Cong. 
on suspension of assessment law on mining claims 
– very bad law! 

-19th – 
Have brought my Ms. Old Yukon Trails to the office 
& will fit in my List of Illustrations here: I am 
securing some fine new pictures from Winter & 
Ponds old ’97 & ’98 negatives which they are just 
now renovating and copying. 

-20th – 
Jim York, Oien & Ralph Mize, who went to 
Admiralty Is. a week ago to prospect the Mammoth 
Lode claims, returned this evening.  Oien & Mize 
reached the claims & brought back 
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some samples of the rock for assaying.  York did 
not get to the claims – Oien came home with a 
swollen jaw – an ulcerated tooth.  It rained on the 
boys all the time – day & night – they did not 
attempt to stake other claims – found a lake nearby 
half a mile long, & if the rock on assay is favorable 
the next trip will be in an airplane to the lake.  Bad 
weather prevented better prospecting – but Oien 
reports the ledge 100 feet wide. 

Worked all day on illustrations for Ms. 
-21st – 

Working on arranging illustrations in Old Yukon 
Trails – a tedious job. 
As usual, also, in the office. 

-22nd - 
Busy in the office as usual. 
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-June 23rd – 
The Bar Assoc. took their annual out door lunch & 
picnic at Robertsons cabin on Auke Bay – some 20 
of us went out – the Committee took the food & we 
had the meal in his big fine log cabin on the beach.  
It was a beautiful day – the roads were smooth & 
solid & we got great enjoyment from the adventure. 

-24th - 
Sunday – prepared list of illustrations 

During the day the following telegram surprised 
& shocked me: 
                                Tacoma, Wash. June 23, 1934 
James Wickersham, Juneau, Alaska 

Aunt Nan passed away tonight at 9  have had 
her taken to Buckley-King Mortuary.  she had a 
stroke this  
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afternoon and never regained consciousness am 
awaiting your instructions.  Harold W. Hanson.” 
While I am greatly shocked at this sudden ending I 
am not much surprised for she has long been 
failing and in her peculiar temperament it was to be 
expected. 
       I sent the following reply: 
“Harold W. Hanson, Care Buckley-Kelly 
Mortuary, Tacoma, Wash.” 

Have my sister Nan buried in my lot Tacoma 
Cemetery next to my sister Clyde  stop  Consult 
with Winden of Tacoma Building & Loan Company 
and ask him to furnish reasonable funds and take 
charge of her estate. 
                            James Wickersham” 
Nan is the oldest of my sisters & the 
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last one to pass away.  Clyde, May, Jennie & Nan, 
and the four brothers all living, of which I am the 
eldest. 

-25- 
As usual in office – arranging illustrations for Old 



Yukon Trails 
-26- 

Same as yesterday – The Republican Club met 
tonight – Judge Le Fevre, Pres. nothing but talk.  
Bill Paul made his usual talk – for the Indians – 
said he (& they) were not agreed with the situation 
– he would not support the ticket, etc. the usual 
threats – wants to get promises – money – 
otherwise will go democratic – blackmail – wont 
stay bought – wholly dishonest & a grafter – he will 
betray the boys. 
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-27th – 
As usual in the office.  Am to prepare option for 
Oien on the 10 Miettmen claims on Chichagof 
Island – Oien says the claims are very rich! 

-28th – 
Same as usual – working illustrations for Old 
Yukon Trails.  Attended lunch at Chamber of 
Commerce – nothing. 

-29th - 
The Pacific Coast cities are dumb with a 
Longshoremens Strike – they cannot seem to 
agree on a settlement.  Si Hellenthal appointed 
District Judge in 3rd Division – Valdez.  And a man 
by the name of Morrison from Tennessee 
appointed Dist. Judge in Nome in Gore’s place – 
Home Rule! 
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-29th continued. 
Received $308.55 from Bunnell, our expense 
account for one trip to Fairbanks – money we spent 
– returned. 

-30th – 
Busy in office – attended Bar Association.  Mr. Si. 
Hellenthal appointed District Judge for 3rd Div. 
given friendly reception! 

Attended reception at Gov. Troys residence to 
Secretary of Commerce, Daniel C. Roper, who 
came to Juneau today on the USS, “Shoshone 
enroute to westward points.  Fairbanks & Seal 
Islands.  Very friendly & I made an appointment to 
see him tomorrow on project of establishing a 
naval station at Kachemak Bay, Cook Inlet. 

-July 1st - 
Spent half an hour with maps talking to Sec. 

Roper, about Kachemak bay – he seemed 
interested – but the only result will be a friendly 
mind if it is brought up later by letter. 

Diary 43, 1934 
July 1 

-July 1, continued. 
The small group at the Governor’s last night to 
meet Sec. Roper. – by special invitation – were 
mostly Democrats & it seemed to me to be more of 
a political gathering than social, though Mrs. 
Alexander, the judges wife, sang several songs, 
and Willis Nowell, accompanied her with his violin.  
They are both excellent musicians, but Nowells fine 
playing on the violin was spoiled by the loud tones 
of Mrs. Alexanders song – and piano.  Either, 
alone, would have been much more harmonious, 
and enjoyable.  Also in attendance were the 
commanding officers of the U.S.S. Shoshone 
which carried the Secretary of Commerce to town 
& those of two U.S. Naval vessels – destroyers, 
which are visiting Alaska ports for cruise practice. 

Diary 43, 1934 
July 2-3 

July 2-3rd  
Working in the office as usual. 
Saturday evening I was surprised to see Billy Paul, 
the Indian bass at the reception to Sec. Roper at 
Gov. Troys residence and today I am credibly 
informed he had dinner – or some meal on the 
U.S.S. Shoshone, as the guest of the Sec. who 
issued instructions to Bill.  the Com. of Fisheries 
(Bureau under Sec. Roper) to allow Paul to take 
another valuable trap site in place of the one Jim 
Davis got away from him – a bribe to secure to 
vote of the 400 or 500 Indian votes at the Election 
this fall!  Paul boasted of his success in the matter 
today to my next office door neighbor!  Wonder if 
he can deliver the consideration? 

Diary 43, 1934 
July 4-5 

July 4th 1934. 
Much drunkenness last night. 
A noisy night & day.  A general holiday, games, 
dances etc, but I worked in the office on 
illustrations on my Old Yukon Trails – Ms. 
WE got a letter from Darrell last nights mail saying 
he was leaving San Francisco on the 2nd & would 
be in Seattle today – leave there on the 7the 
enroute to Juneau – which pleased me very much. 

-5th - 
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Everything quiet today – but a lot of headaches 
reported!  Working in the office as usual – nothing 
exciting except the organization of Unions and the 
strike of Longshoremen.  Attended 

Diary 43, 1934 
July 5-8 

5 
Chamber of Commerce luncheon – nothing of 
importance, except a big cheap lot of food at too 
much per plate. 

-6th – 
As usual in the office – getting brief ready in my 
motion to quash service summons in the Bixby 
case, also writing letters too long overdue. 

-7th – 
Same as yesterday.  Lunch at the Bar Assoc. 
meeting – saying adieu to Judge Si Hellenthal – 
etc. 

-8th - 
Working on illustrations in Old Yukon Trails – am 
having many photographs made – or recopied for 
that use. 
Letter from Harold W. Hanson, saying Nan left her 
little estate = $1000 mtg etc. to Harry – am glad of 
it. 

Diary 43, 1934 
July 9-10 

-9th – 
Hearing on motion to Quash service of summons in 
the Bixby case – also in the Hamblet case.  A 
mother came to secure help to recover her 16 year 
old daughter who ran away and became a waitress 
in a Sitka “roadhouse”  I took her to the U.S. 
Marshal who promised to telegraph to his deputy at 
Sitka to get her and send her home on the first 
boat! 
Mr. Norman Baufield enters H.L. Faulkner’s office 
to study law Aug. 1. – so Faulkner tells me – I gave 
F- a copy of the Compiled Laws of Alaska 1913 to 
present to M. Baufield – his first law book. 

-10th - 
Darrell & Jane will reach Juneau this evening on 
the Canadian steamer & will stay with us a week or 
so. 

Diary 43, 1934 
July 10-12 

-10th continued 
Recd. letter from Robt. C. Gardiner, asking me to 
write an article for publication in the Legion Edition 
of the Ketchikan Chronicle in Sept. at their annual 

conventions – replied promising to do so.  Darrell & 
Jane arrived on the Princess Charlotte & we were 
all at home for the evening.  It seemed good to visit 
with them, but Darrell thins economic situation in 
the states is bad. 

11th  
Attended Chamber of Commerce luncheon – 
Darrell was with me – introduced him as a “block of 
the old chip” – to many of my friends. 

12th 
Same as usual.  Visiting with Darrell & Jane. 

Diary 43, 1934 
July 13-14 

-13th – 
Darrell & Jane & Grace went with Mrs. De Vigne & 
a party of friends on a voyage to the Taku glacier – 
they say it was a glorious sunny day & a pleasant 
trip.  Am finishing up my arrangement of list of 
illustrations in my Ms. 

-14th - 
The court signed my order sustaining my motion to 
quash the publication of summons in the Bixby 
case. 
Bar Assoc. gave a farewell lunch to Judge Si 
Hellenthal – talk-talk & beer! 
Darrel has read 1/3 of my Ms. & does not seem to 
think it will be interesting to the general readers!  
Says it very interesting to him – for family reasons. 

Diary 43, 1934 
July 16 

-16th - 
Darrell tells me has a safe deposit Box in Crocker 
First National Bank No. 3586, his will, bank books, 
stock certificates etc. is in that box.  We had lunch 
with Gov. Troy & family today.  Gov. Troy, his two 
daughters, Bender[?], Darrell & Jane Grace & I.  
Darrell fears a general strike – and no end of 
trouble on the coast, may be revolution! 

General Strike in San Francisco.  Agitators here 
threatening General Strike – Longshoremen, 
Miners, etc. 
We are laying in provisions!  

Diary 43, 1934 
July 17-18 

-17th – 
We had dinner with Mr. & Mrs. Walstein G. Smith 
(Ter. Treas) – Smith & Wife, their daughter Helen, 
Mifs Hellenthal, Darrell, Jane, Grace & I.  It was a 
good dinner – pleasant & cheerful. 
Grace & Jane are given a luncheon & ladies 



reception every day – our friends are showing Jane 
& Darrell many courtesies. 

-18th - 
We attended the musical at the Presbyterian 
Church – Mifs Reep, prima donna, Willis Nowell, 
violin etc. and enjoyed it very much – a great crowd 
and fine music.  Grace & Jane are invited out every 
afternoon.  Jane complains of being worn out – 
Grace, too, is tired. 

Diary 43, 1934 
July 19 

-19th - 
We had a family dinner at the Gastineau restaurant 
this evening & then we went in a bunch and paid – 
made party calls – for Darrel & Jane leave on the 
Canadian boat tomorrow morning – early – for 
Seattle – where, if the Strike does not prevent it, 
they will start East – to Pennsylvania by their 
automobile – to visit Janes mother – Darrell has 
leave from the office until Jany 1st – after 7 years 
close work in business with only annual leave of 2 
weeks each year.  We have greatly enjoyed their 
visit and Grace’s friends have been very kind in 
entertaining them. 

Diary 43, 1934 
July 20-21 

-20th – 
Darrell & Jane left us this morning on the Princess 
Louise for Seattle & the East – we were all up at 6 
a.m. –a most gorgeous morning of Sunshine.  
Grace gave them a busy 10 days. 

-21st - 
Today I drew an option-agreement between John 
Wagner and Gus. Oien, by which Oien secured an 
option on the Wagner mining claims & Wagner Hd. 
until Dec. 21, for the purchase or sale of the 
property at a fair price fixed in the agreement.  It is 
a good agreement and Oien may be able to do 
something with the property.  I assume that I am 
interested in it. 

Diary 43, 1934 
July 22-23 

-22nd – 
Sunday – resting & reading.  I continue to get the 
Patoka Register, from my old home in Marion Co. 
Illinois & while all my boyhood friends are dead – it 
is a melancholy pleasure to read about their grand 
children & “Items” from all the surrounding places 
which I knew as a boy. 

-23rd - 

Dick McArthur, Alaska, 1888 Yukon Min. and 
“Broken Leg” Davis, 1886 – Yukon River came in & 
spent the afternoon talking old Yukon times with 
me.  Davis is 75 years old & McArthur 72 or 73 – 
Early day Circle City & Yukon valley generally.  
Davis is nearly deaf. 

Diary 43, 1934 
July 23-25 

-23rd – 
This was Grace’s Birthday, but she refuses to say 
which one.  I have guessed it is her 62 or 63rd! 

-24th – 
Nothing exciting in the office – nor in the town, 
beautiful weather – hot & dry – much like it is in the 
Middle States when a serious drought is giving the 
people much trouble for water – though we have 
plenty, & to spare. 

-25th - 
Same as yesterday.  Grace is out to the Auk bay 
cabin of the Holbrooks enjoying the hot summer 
days.  We are to attend a dinner tonight at Judge 
Alexanders. 
Later:  The dinner was to begin at 7 oclock p.m. 

Diary 43, 1934 
July 25 

25 
but the crowd of invited guests did not arrive until 8 
oclock – when the host & his family began to carry 
around great trays of cocktails – also big and 
strong.  There were 40 guests – every person in 
Juneau to whom the host & his family were 
indebted for social favors for the last year.  The 
cocktails were so plentiful and dynamitic that within 
40 minutes 40 guests were so gay and happy that 
one could not hear oneself think for the shrill noise 
of conversation.  Then came a good big dinner – 
but the cocktails were so strong as almost to curb 
ones appetite for food.  I suggested to Judge 
Alexander that if he would adopt a rule to open 
court with such cocktails he would have prompt 
attendance etc.  I left soon after dinner – when the 
card games commenced!  Grace came home later 
with a headache! 

Diary 43, 1934 
July 26-28 

-26th – 
Same as usual in the office, beautiful day. 

-27th – 
A dozen American submarines anchored in Juneau 
harbor today & the town is full of sailors.  The 
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weather is perfect  - flogs are flying & the visitors 
are enjoying themselves.  The Governor gave the 
officers a reception this afternoon but I did not 
attend for I mistook the hour thinking it was to take 
place tonight. 

-28th - 
The Chamber of Commerce is giving a dinner at 
Bailey’s to the officers of the fleet – Admiral Cole & 
his subordinates, & Col. Dusenbury, commander at 
the Chilkoot Barracks.  I made the address of 
welcome – it was short. 

Diary 43, 1934 
July 29 

-29th - 
Yesterday at the luncheon to the Naval officers I 
asked Admiral Cole if I might call & talk to him 
about Kachemak Bay as a Naval base – he asked 
me to call this morning at 10 a.m. which I did – met 
him & five of his Captains & I told him about the 
Bay and its advantages, - the railroad, coal, water 
power, climate etc.  They seemed greatly 
interested & discussed the matter of going in there 
with one or more of their vessels & examining it 
carefully.  I took along my maps & only bothered 
them 15 minutes – but they seemed very much 
interested.  It may do some good – anyway I did all 
that I could do! 

Yesterday afternoon an orderly brought an 
invitation to our house 

Diary 43, 1934 
July 29-30 

29 
inviting us to a reception 5 to 7, this evening on the 
“Bushnell” – we will go. 

A brilliant ward room filled with beautifully 
dressed women and gaily dressed naval officers, 
with lights, music by the fleet band, a stove of 
drinkables and good things to eat.  it was a 
gorgeous scene – adorned everywhere by flags 
etc.  Grace enjoyed it very much & I envied the 
young fellows who danced with the beautiful girls. 

-30th - 
The submarine fleet left our harbor this morning, 
but the first of the great airplanes sent out to follow 
along the coasts of Alaska to inspect & study its 
advantages or want of them, has arrived & in a 
couple of days more we will hear that crowd of 
American airmen. 

Diary 43, 1934 
July 31- 
August 1 

-31st – 
Same as usual in the office. 
John W. Jones, Supt. Juneau Young Hd. Co. is 
from Buckley – knew all my folks there. 
Recd. letter from Darrell – postmarked Spokane 
saying [?] stopping saying Aunt [?] died – July 17th. 
 
[clipping] 

Pioneer Resident 
Passed Away Tues. 

Funeral Services for Mrs. 
Catherine Wickersham 

This Afternoon 
Mrs. Catherine Wickersham, who would have 

been 90 years old in October, passed away at the 
home of her daughter, Mrs. Lake France, Tuesday 
morning about 10:30 o’clock.  Funeral services are 
being held this afternoon from the J.F. Jones 
Funeral Chapel with the Rev. W.O. Benadom 
officiating.  Burial will be at the mausoleum at 
Sumner beside her husband who passed away a 
few years ago. 

Catherine Routt Wickersham was born October 
29, 1844, at Charleston, Illinois.  She was married 
to Thomas Wickersham July 24, 1867, at Centralia 
Illinois.  In the company of her husband and family 
she came to Tacoma in 1884 and later moved to 
Buckley where she has since made her home. 

Surviving relatives are her daughter, Mrs. Lake 
France, two grandchildren, Harold France of 
Seattle and Mrs. Mildred L. Durham of Norfolk, 
Virginia, and five great grandchildren. 

-Aug 1st - 
Same as usual in the office.  The U.S. fleet of 
Airplanes in the harbor.   
Editor Heard, publisher of “The Miner”, a 
mimeographic sheet issued by the A.J. “Miners 
Union” sued by Al. White for libel came in to see 

Diary 43, 1934 
August 1-3 

1 
about defending him in a suit for $10,000. 
damages for libel.  Left his copy of Complaint & will 
come back to talk further tomorrow. 

Aug. 2, 1934 
Attended lunch at Chamber of Commerce given to 



Admiral & officers of U.S. Air fleet. 
Heard, editor The Miner came in – told him I would 
defend him in suit for damages by Al. White, for 
$200, retainer & a reasonable amount of services 
thereafter.  He took his papers & said he would 
come again! but did not contract positively. 

-3rd - 
Same as usual in the office. 
Heard, defendant in the libel case is trying to get 
another attorney who will not charge him a fee! 

Diary 43, 1934 
August 4 

-4th – 
Attended Juneau Bar Assoc. – present Mifs 
Gertrude Hellenthal, an attorney at law from 
Chicago – sister to Hellenthal Bros. attorneys here 
in Juneau – Judge Si. Hellenthal, and also Mrs. 
Mildred                     recently admitted to the Bar 
here in Juneau. 

Writing to Newcomb Carlton, 27 East 72 St. N.Y. 
Pres. W.U. Tel. Co. sending him photographs of 
Burkley, Libby, Ketchum, Whymper & La Barge, 
officers of Russian Extension, Yukon river, 1865-6, 
and asking him for a copy of the W.U. Tel. Co map 
of the Yukon river – 1866-7. 
Also sending Mrs. Florence Heilig Force 700 Davis 
St. San Leandro Cal. copies of some pictures of 
her & her family of 1900 – at Fairbanks etc. 

Diary 43, 1934 [inside back cover – clipping with picture of Sussex 
England] 

In Picturesque Arundel, Sussex, England 
We Visit Smiling Sussex 

In Sussex we move among scenes where William 
Penn, founder of Pennsylvania, lived; the downs 
and moors over which he roamed; stone-walled 
towns of the Barons redolent of all the glamour of 
history; wheatfields dotted with scarlet poppies and 
clover; and ancient inns, thatched and raftered, 
where the ale and cheese and afternoon tea with 
home-made bread and jam afford delicious 
refreshment. 
 
My first American ancestor – Thomas Wickersham 
– came from Bolney, in Sussex – Bought land from 
William Penn. came to Chester, Pennsylvania in 
the summer of 1700, settled on his land a mile N.E. 

of Kennett Square, Pa. & that was the American 
nest for all the Wickershams. 

Diary 43, 1934 
 

From Fairbanks News-Miner.  Mch 5, 1935. 
 
[clipping] 

CORRESPONDENCE 
To the Ophir Subscriber who wished to know 

how Fairbanks was named. 
This city was named by Judge Wickersham, 

after Vice President Warren Fairbanks, during the 
time that “Teddy” Roosevelt was President. 

ELSIE PHILLIPS. 
 

Diary 43, 1934 
August 5 

-August 5th 1934.- 
Sunday – The airplanes & attendant U.S. vessel, 
Admiral Johnson in command, gave reception to 
invited guests – of which Grace & I were included – 
but did not attend – one had to go down off the 
Government wharf into launches & out to the ship – 
then climb the ladder, etc. & I declined to make the 
journey.  Anyway we attended the Governor’s 
reception to the Admiral & his officers & I also 
assisted in the Chamber of Commerce reception to 
them, so I am not open to criticism for not attending 
their reception though I would like to have done so 
& would except for the ladders. 

Diary 43, 1934 
August 6-8 

-6th – 
As usual in the office – nothing unusual – got 
satisfactory judgment in the Satre case - & saved 
him about $600. 

-7- 
Finished story about passage of the Act of 
Congress establishing the Alaska Agri. College & 
School of Mines for the Ketchikan Chronicle for 
publication in its Legionnaire edition in Dept. – 
written on their invitation. 

-8th - 
Roden is home from a weeks trip by airplane & I 
offered to take him into the Indian land case – 
provided I can get it arranged satisfactorily once 
more. 

Diary 43, 1934 
August 9-10 

-9th – 
Senator Cutting of New Mexico called – while his 



Alaska State Library – Historical Collections                                                                                                                    Diary of James Wickersham  
MS 107 BOX 7  DIARY 43                                                                                                                                                       October 16, 1933 through July 10, 1935 

boat was at the dock.  He is going only as far 
westward as Seward. – he called in to bow & say 
he regretted he could not visit the Chamber of 
Commerce & also at the Governor’s Office.  I am 
writing a letter to be read as the Sourdough 
Reunion at Tacoma on Sept. 16th – with a rough 
“pome” of three verses – rough tough stuff! 

-10- 
At the request of Mifs Lulu M. Fairbanks Secretary 
of the Sourdough Reunion to be held in Tacoma, 
on August, 16, I have written her a letter to be read 
by  

Diary 43, 1934 
August 10 

10 
her at the meeting – with a “pome” 

“Come back to Mother Yukon.” 
There are rabbits in the Yukon willows, 
     And grayling in her streams, 
There are moose and caribou a plenty 
    To banish hunger’s dreams. 
 
There are berries on the hillsides,  
    Flocks of grouse upon the burn. 
There’s a cabin on the Yukon  
     Awaiting your return. 
 
There’s gold in a thousand creek beds, 
     And mountains filled with ore. 
Old friends, and dogs and good trail sleds, 
     As in youthful days of yore. 
Then quiet the land of the heavy yoke, 
     Come back to the Yukon ‘s sway. 
There’s yet a chance for another full poke 
     So back to the Yukon today. 
 
There’s a latch string at each cabin door. 
     In the good old sourdough way. 
And all busted prospectors are as welcome 
     As the summer flowers in May. 
There’s a grub pile in the corner, 
     And its “help yourself” we say. 
So come back to Mother Yukon, 
     And come, this time, to stay. 
                           A Rabbit-Eater of ‘98 
Sent a copy of letter & poem to Dan Callahan at 

Pioneer’s Home, Sitka, and the editor of the News-
Miner, Fairbanks, with request to read & publish. 

Diary 43, 1934 
August 11-12 

-11th – 
Bar Assoc. holds its Saturday lunch out at 
Faulkner’s “cabin” on the Auk Bay beach.  A good 
dinner, beer & good eats – and a pleasant time.  
Nothing unusual. 

-12th - 
Sunday – Harry McCain, Republican candidate for 
Representative in the Legislature – telephone from 
Frank Foster & I went to his office & met Harry.  
Foster was drunk – but I had a good interview with 
Harry & will have meeting with him tomorrow.  
Foster’s idea is to get a contribution from Cannery 
Interests in support of the Rep. ticket – I think bad 
politics. 

Diary 43, 1934 
August 13-14 

-13- 
Same as usual in the office.  Am searching the title 
for the patented mining claims on Lemon Creek. 
Had Harry McCain & his wife, H.R. Shepard & his 
wife, Frank Foster & his wife, Mrs. Mildred 
Hermann and Judge LeFevre, for dinner at my 
house tonight – a political gathering.  McCain, 
Shepard & Foster are candidates for Rep. in the 
Ter. Legislature.  A pleasant evening. 

-14th - 
McCain, Foster & Shepard had a good political 
meeting at Douglas – Foster was drunk! 

Diary 43, 1934 
August 15-16 

-15th – 
Busy in the office.  Al White is mad because the 
Republican candidates will not allow him to take 
charge of and Manage their campaign – but he 
brought suit ten days ago against Heard, the Sec. 
of the Miner’s Union – 600 members and it would 
injure instead of aiding the Republican ticket to 
permit him to appear as the head of the 
organization. 

-16th - 
Attended lunch of Chamber of Commerce.  Snell, 
in charge Alaska Railroad in the Chicago office & 
Harry C. McCain made short talks.  Sent notes 

Diary 43, 1934 
August 16-17 

16 
of thanks to 25 persons in Tacoma who sent 



flowers to Nan’s funeral, - to the pall bearers, etc.  
My sisters full name was Sarah Nancy Wickersham 
– she was named after her two grandmothers – 
Sarah Smith Wickersham – my father’s mother & 
Nancy Sims McHaney – my mother’s mother.  She 
was born Christmas Day, 1859, was never married 
– schoolteacher. 

-17th - 
Dr. Chase, Republican candidate for Ter. 
Treasurer, passed through Juneau last night & 
went on to Ketchikan, but McCain, Foster & 
Shepherd will hold a public rally tonight at the 
Coliseum Theater. 

Diary 43, 1934 
August 17-18 

-17th continued 
Wrote a letter to R.J. (Bob) Peratovich.  Indian 
canneryman & one of my clients, at Klawok, asking 
him to support Harry G. McCain for the legislature. 

-18th - 
Attended the Rep. meeting at the Coliseum 
Theater last night.  A very quiet affair, but Harry G. 
McCain put a little steam into the proceedings.  A 
good house – people attentive, but Dr. Chase 
would have helped out if he had stopped off here & 
spoke – probably hesitated because this is Smith’s 
home & he thought it just as well not to speak here 
for that reason. 

Diary 43, 1934 
August 19-21 

-19th – 
Sunday – at home reading. 

-20th – 
In the office preparing papers in a divorce case – a 
bad one, too. 

-21st - 
Working up information concurring “Corporate 
boundaries of Juneau.” 
Preparing brief on creation of municipal 
corporations – Juneau particularly.  Attended 
dinner at John Hellenthal’s – a crowd of 45 of his 
friends – a good stiff cocktail & a much better diner 
– excused myself and went home when card 
playing began – Grace remained – she is a good 
player – I am not – they excused me gladly for poor 
players are a bore! 

Diary 43, 1934 
August 22 

-22- 
An final investigation of the annexation of towntal 
[townstal] additions to Juneau came to the 
conclusion that the boundaries – corporation are 
made in accordance with the law. 
I will not make fight on the scheme of borrowing 
money through the N.I.R.A. – though I do not 
approve & will not vote to do so. 
 
[clipping] 

WILL A. STEEL 
DIES, SEATTLE 

Will A. Steele, aged 68, President of the Alaska 
Senate in 1929 and later, Secretary to Judge 
James Wickersham, when Delegate to Congress 
from Alaska, died in Seattle after a ten day illness, 
according to advices received here.  He is survived 
by his brother, Harry G. Steel, publisher and owner 
of the Cordova Daily Times. 

Steel came to Alaska in the early days from 
Seattle where he worked on several newspapers, 
especially the old Seattle Telegraph.  He was at 
Nome and Cordova and other points during his 
Alaska days but always made Seattle his 
permanent address. 

Diary 43, 1934 
August 23-24 

-23d- 
Working on City limit of Indebtedness preparing to 
oppose a new bond issue for $80,000. 

-24th - 
My 77th Birthday.  I do not see any difference in 
myself from what I felt when I was 27 years of age 
– except that I know I am 77. 
Working to obtain facts & the law on my objections 
to the New Bond issue, - the first two unpaid – no 
sinking Fund, etc. 
Went to the Governor’s office & presented my 
objections – he listened with much interest – but 
may not do anything because of the late hour, etc. 

Diary 43, 1934 
August 24-25 

24th continued. 
[clipping] 

[photograph of:] 
JUDGE JAMES WICKERSHAM 

Judge James Wickersham is today receiving 
congratulations from his many friends on the 
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anniversary of his birthday.  Judge Wickersham, a 
Progressive Republican, was born in Patoka, 
Illinois, seventy-seven years ago.  His political 
career has been colorful, since his admittance to 
the bar in 1880.  He was probate judge of Pierce 
County, Washington, 1884-1888, city attorney of 
Tacoma in 1894, member of the Washington 
House of Representatives in 1898; United States 
District Judge of the Fourth Division of Alaska, 
1900-1907, and delegate to Congress from Alaska 
1909-’21. 

Judge Wickersham said today the Eielson 
Memorial, for which he turned the first shovel of 
earth, is progressing rapidly on the campus of the 
Alaska College and School of Mines at Fairbanks. 

Aug 25 1934 
Copied this clipping from the Juneau Press of 
yesterday.  Attended the Bar Assoc. lunch at 
Baileys Café.  Have been studying Juneau 
financials & bond issue – they Council is putting 
the city too deeply in debt to suit me. 

Diary 43, 1934 
August 26-27 

-26- 
Sunday – reading & writing.  Started an index to 
my Old Yukon Trails, - listening tonight to the 
Radio – its interesting but badly marred with static. 

-27th - 
In the office as usual.  Answering delayed 
correspondence.  Also buttonholing every man I 
know to vote against the proposed new bond issue 
of $80,000. tomorrow.  Had Dr. Chase candidate 
for Ter. Treas. on the Republican ticket up to 
dinner.  I am amused at him – I want to help him 
but he wont be seen on the streets with me, or Al. 
White etc being opponents – he steers away from 
all of us & carries both[?] with him in that way!!  

Diary 43, 1934 
August 27-28 

27 
- of course I am glad to stay out of his fight with 
Smith, the Ind. candidate though I intend to vote for 
Chase! 

-28th - 
Special election on Juneau Bond issue today – the 
third issue of municipal bond – the first unpaid – 
principle debt mounting & I am opposing it – but it 
may carry as that. 

It did:  190 votes for the issue and 67 against – out 
of a total of 800. or so, representing Juneau 
taxpayers!! Nobody cared – they were misled by 
the “Christmas tree” of a promise of 30% offered by 
the U.S. to go with the $103,000. - $80,000 by the 
City – a waste again! 

Diary 43, 1934 
August 29-30 

-29th – 
The Bar Association gave a dinner today in honor 
of “Tony” Dimond – Delegate from Alaska. – Gov. 
Troy came – also Second Asst. P.M. Genl. Harlee 
Branch and other eminent Democratic stump 
speakers!  Young Tom Donohoe – from Cordova, 
also. 

-30th - 
At work as usual – studying the question of 
compelling the A.J. Gold Min. Co. to list its mining 
property within the city of Juneau for taxation.  I 
has been allowed exemption for 21 years, now, on 
an exemption agreement made with City Officials 
in 1913!  it extends yet to 1943 – if not set aside! 

Diary 43, 1934 
August 31- 
September 4 

-31st – 
As usual at work in the office. 

-September 1, 1934- 
Same as yesterday.  Lunch with the Bar 
Association – paid my monthly bills. 

-2nd – 
Sunday reading & writing in library.  Preparing final 
index to Old Yukon Trails. 

-3rd – 
Confidential talk with prominent man in relation to 
tangled finances.  Advised him to stop, look & 
listen. 

-4th - 
Grace’s niece, Ruth Coffin arrive in Juneau this 
morning – she teaches Art & Music in the Public 
schools this winter & will live with us. 

Diary 43, 1934 
September 4-5 

4 
My “tangled finance” friend, acting upon my advice, 
quit his job this morning – but nothing more has 
been done so far as I am informed. 

-5th - 
Working on examining titles to some old mining 
claims for Jim York, etc.  Many such old claims 
seem to be abandoned – probably escheated to 



the Territory – also after records in relation to 
exempt taxes in Juneau. 

Barragar came up to the house to talk his tangle 
over with me.  “Talk” is his weakness for though I 
have advised him not to talk he told his son how to 
find the defalcation - & he did & will advise the Co. 
tomorrow. 

Diary 43, 1934 
September 6 

Sept. 6th  
Jim York, Oien & the men who went with them 6 
weeks ago to do assessment & other work on the 
“Comet” & other Berners Bay group for Trites & Co. 
returned two days ago & are preparing their reports 
etc.  I have been preparing an Abstract of Title for 
Jim, Oien & self on the “Horrible” & “Mexican” 
mines located near where they were at work - & 
searching for the names of their owners.  I find that 
the title to these two claims rested in one A. 
Neppach. of Portland, Or. under date of deed 
made June 16, 1910.  Bk deeds Vol. 22. p. 430. & I 
have written to Nicolai, Portland this date to get to 
Neppach & see if he is alive & will give us an 
option on both claims. 

Diary 43, 1934 
September 7-8 

-7th – 
The Alaska Weekly bring the sad news of the final 
crossing of his last divide by my good friend – Bill 
McPhee, at S.F. on Aug. 22.  Bill was a fine 
character and a typical frontiersman,  - a good 
friend and a man of stud integrity.  He was 84 
years old & went from Juneau into the Yukon in 
1886 – 48 years ago.  Born in Nova Scotia in 1850. 

-8- 
Meeting of the Juneau Bar Association. 
Working with Jim York & Oien on getting location & 
values of Horrible group of mines in the Berner’s 
Bay region A tangled title. 

Diary 43, 1934 
September 9-10 

Sunday.  -9th – 
[clipping] 

RABBIT EATER 
OF ’98 GREETS 
GANG IN VERSE 

Judge Jim Wickersham Re- 
grets That Many Sourdoughs 

Have Been Bucking Bread 
Line in States 

by LULU FAIRBANKS 
Loyal old Sourdough James Wickersham sent 

greetings to his old Sourdough friends at Tacoma.  
At the time of writing his mind was filled with 
thoughts of Charlie Peters, 76, a former bear-
hunter of the Bering Sea region who had decided 
to return to the land of his youth by any means 
possible.  The depression had got him down, so 
after SIXTY days of rowing he landed in Ketchikan 
and intends to go out into the hills where he can 
still get a cabin for shelter and food to eat without 
standing in a breadline or begging along the street.  
Expressing his sympathy for other Alaska pioneers 
who might be glad to eat rabbits again in a land 
where brave old men and women never lose hope, 
he was inspired to sent the following message: 

COME BACK TO MOTHER YUKON 
There are rabbits in the Yukon willows, 
     And grayling in her streams, 
There are moose and caribou a plenty 
    To banish hunger’s dreams. 
 
There are berries on the hillsides,  
    Flocks of grouse upon the burn. 
There’s a cabin on the Yukon  
     Awaiting your return. 
 
There’s gold in a thousand creek beds, 
     And mountains filled with ore. 
Old friends, and dogs and good trail sleds, 
     As in youthful days of yore. 
Then quiet the land of the heavy yoke, 
     Come back to the Yukon ‘s sway. 
There’s yet a chance for another full poke 
     So back to the Yukon today. 
 
There’s a latch string at each cabin door. 
     In the good old sourdough way. 
And all busted prospectors are as welcome 
     As the summer flowers in May. 
There’s a grub pile in the corner, 
     And its “help yourself” we say. 
So come back to Mother Yukon, 
     And come, this time, to stay. 
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                          -A Rabbit-Eater of ‘98 
-10th - 

Barragar is having trouble with his “tangled 
finances” with the Electric Light Co. – they are 
trying to make him give security & payment for his 
son charges, etc, but nothing done yet – he is in 
danger but “cocky.” 

Diary 43, 1934 
September 11-
12 

-11th – 
Election Day – Dimond, is the Democratic 
candidate for Congress, without Republican 
opposition.  Henry Roden vs. Allen Shattuck, for 
Senator.  I voted for Roden! who is Independent – 
no Republican candidate in the field!  Also voted 
for Frank Foster & RH Shepherd & Harry McCain, 
for lower House. 

-12th - 
Election of yesterday in doubt as to Roden & 
Shattuck, for senator, but all other Democratic 
candidates evidently elected.  Am at work on Tax 
Case – Exemption of Alaska Juneau Gold M. Co. 
from taxation by Contract of Mch. 7, 1913. 

Diary 43, 1934 
September 13-
15 

-13th – 
The A.J. Tax Case is interesting – I am making a 
complete abstract of the facts & it shows how 
smoothly a Big Interest concern can over come the 
public interest. 

-14th – 
Paid my Juneau taxes for ½ year -  = $11700.  
Preparing brief on the law in case City of Juneau, 
vs. A.J. Mining Co. 

-15th - 
Same as yesterday in the office.  Bar Assoc. lunch 
at Baileys. 
Wrote letter to Darrell – address 1740 Franklin St. 
San Francisco. 

Diary 43, 1934 
September 16-
21 

-16 – 21st . 
I have spent this week in studying the law 
questions involved in the case where the Alaska 
Juneau Gold Mining Company claims to be exempt 
from taxation on its millsite inside the limits of 
Juneau.  They base their exemption on a contract 
entered into between the Company and the Mayor 
and Council of Juneau, dated March 7, 1915.  
whereby the Mayor & council, by Resolution, gave 

them exemptions on their Millsite, power plant etc. 
situated on a tract of land just inside the city limits 
in consideration that the Company would build its 
millsite inside & not outside the city. – Exemption of 
all their Millsite etc. for 30 years.  The property 

Diary 43, 1934 
September 16-
21 

-16 – 21st . 
so exempted is of the fair value of One Million 
dollars – at 18 mills rate this amounts to $18,000. 
per annum – in the last 20 years.-the people of the 
City lost that much in taxes, which compelled to 
pay it.  The Company is making a profit of more 
than $100,000 a month - $1,200,000 per annum – 
and I think it ought to pay its proportionate share of 
city taxes!  I have this day finished the form of a 
Complaint, and now hope to induce the Governor & 
Attorney General to allow me to bring the suit in the 
name of the Territory.  I offer to conduct the suit but 
will expect a fair fee on the recovery. 

Diary 43, 1934 
September 21-
22 

-21st – 
Have completed my complaint in the case of 
Juneau & Alaska Juneau Mining Co. & have it 
copied ready to submit to the Governor.  The 
Attorney General has to sign it - & he is in the 
Hospital in Portland – having a major operation 
performed today. 

-22nd - 
Busy in the office – studying the case of Juneau v 
A.J. Gold Mining Co. tax case & other matters.  
Lunch with Bar Association.  Late returns today 
give the victory in the election for Ter. Senator in 
this Division to Henry Roden, against Allen 
Shattuck!! 

Diary 43, 1934 
September 23-
25 

-23d- 
Sunday – Studying tax case. 

-24th – 
Same as usual in the office. 
Wrote a nice long letter to Darrell – he sent me a 
Postal Card from Quebec, Canada, recd today, 
saying they were leaving that point for home – S.F. 

-25th - 
Had an interview with Gov. Troy about suit of 
Juneau vs. the Alaska Juneau Gold Mining Co. 
about setting aside the contract of Mch. 7, 1913, by 
which the City gave the Co. 30 years exemption 



from taxation on its property in the City limits for 
establishing its millsite & plant in the City limits! 

Diary 43, 1934 
September 25-
26 

25 
It was evidently the first time he had heard about 
the matter & he wanted to consider it further – he 
was not very much inclined to approve the suit. 

-26th - 
I. Goldstein, mayor, come in the office to talk about 
the A.J. tax suit – he seems very favorable & wants 
the suit brought at once.  The trouble about 
bringing it is that it must be approved and the 
Complaint signed by the Attorney General, J.G. 
Truitt- & he is in the hospital at Portland, Ore. have 
just had major operation performed & the papers 
must be sent to him for signature and approval – if 
he will approve & sign! 

Diary 43, 1934 
September 27 

-27th - 
Sent off to Atty. Genl. Truitt, at the Coffer Clinic, 
Portland, the prepared copy of my Petition for 
Manllams[?] in the Alaska Juneau case, for his 
signature – with a letter.  Also wrote letters to Jas 
J. Crossley and S.M. Phelps, Portland attorney 
friends of mine asking them to call on him socially 
etc. 

Also sent letter to Fairbanks Exploration 
Company about selling my Daly Bench mining 
claim – referring to my agreement with Mr. Earling, 
their buyer, when I was in Fairbanks in May, and 
asking them to advise me about what they would 
do in relation to buying the claim. 

Diary 43, 1934 
September 28 

-28th - 
I have just conferred with Henry Roden Senator-
elect for this division to the next Legislature, about 
(1) securing the Escheat of a large number of 
Patented Mining Claims whose owners – generally 
foreign Corporations, have long ago ceased to 
exist – the Foreign Corporations have ceased to 
exist by lapse of time, and refusal to keep up the 
corporate life, and when the corporations under the 
laws of the States of their organization have 
ceased to have corporate existence – but leaving 
property in Alaska, as if the owner had died without 
heirs, and (2) when individual owners have died 

without heirs etc. & he advises that I talk 

Diary 43, 1934 
September 28 

28 
the situation over with Gov. Troy & star a 
movement to secure all such Escheated property 
to be ordered Escheated by the judgment of the 
caveats.  We also discussed the matter of taxing 
the hundreds of patented Cannery Sites – 
amounting to many millions of dollars value – 
which for forty years have not been taxed for any 
purpose etc.  Also a levy of taxes – license 
probably – upon the great gold & copper mines 
which yield huge profits to the alien stockholders – 
but pay nothing to the Territory, while they carry 
away all the profits of our Territorial resources. 

Diary 43, 1934 
September 29-
30 

-29th – 
As usual at work in the office.  Mifs Mary Jane 
Herrington, and her mother & brother are in Juneau 
- on the SS. Aleutian, enroute to Long Beach, 
California, where Mary Jane is to attend school.  
They live at Homer – Col. Crittenden is Mary 
Jane’s grandfather – an old Kentucky horseman - 
& long one of my friends.  They will tell me all 
about my 160 acre farm(?) near Homer. 

-30th - 
Sunday – At work on final copy of the Old Yukon 
Trails – also the index – It is getting on my nerves 
– after several years – have worn it out. 

Diary 43, 1934 
October 1-3 

-October 1st 1934 
Paying my monthly bills – OK 
Busy in the office as is usual. 

-Oct. 2nd – 
Have been searching the records in the Recorders 
Office to ascertain who owns a number of old-
abandoned, patented mining claims around 
Douglas -& find many have been abandoned by 
the owners for many –(40) years.  I intend to call 
them to the attention of the Governor & suggest 
that they ought to be escheated to the Territory!! 

-3rd - 
Same as yesterday – working on the old Bear’s 
Nest Lode claim & adjoining claims at Treadwell – 
interesting. 



Alaska State Library – Historical Collections                                                                                                                    Diary of James Wickersham  
MS 107 BOX 7  DIARY 43                                                                                                                                                       October 16, 1933 through July 10, 1935 

Diary 43, 1934 
October 4-5 

-4th – 
At Chamber of Commerce Lunch today Elmer 
Recd. on of the earliest residents of Nome, now of 
Juneau, delivered a 10 minute talk on the Early 
Days at Nome – very good, too.  He paid me a high 
compliment for my work at Nome in 1901-‘2, in 
cleaning up after the Noyes-McKenzie gang. 

-5th - 
As usual in the office.  Very much interested in 
examining the records relating to patented mining 
claims around Juneau and Berner’s Bay – claims 
patented by the U.S. to persons & corporations 
who have apparently abandoned the property – the 
question is: Must the property escheat to the 
Territory? 

Diary 43, 1934 
October 6 

-6th - 
Recd a letter from Jim O’Neill, from 722 Seventh 
Ave. San Francisco, who attended Bill McPhee, 
until he died: he tells me he has a picture of myself 
and one of Bill & wishes me to have them.  Wrote 
to him today & asked him to send them to me by 
Express.  Also asked him for a photo, of Bill as a 
member of the First City Council of Nome – 1899, 
along with Tex Ricard & other members.  Attended 
Bar Assoc. luncheon – Hellenthal, Roden & I 
appointed a Com. of the Assoc. to prepare a bill for 
Dimond to introduce in Congress for the formation 
of a Territorial Supreme Court. 

Diary 43, 1934 
October 7-9 

-7th – 
Sunday – day in my library. 

-8th – 
Working on patented mining claims along the 
Douglas island shore – all ready for Escheated to 
the Territory – abandoned. 

-9th - 
Invited to talk to Women’s club, on 16th in relation 
to Alaska Day – 18th accepted.  Have date with 
Gov. Troy tomorrow to discuss Escheat of 
abandoned mining claims in the Juneau district – 
hope to get his interest in employment.  Working in 
office on Index to Old Yukon trails:  Grace copying 
Father Jette’s Ms about Nulato Massacre of 1851. 

Diary 43, 1934 
October 10 

-Octo. 10, 1934- 
Had a good conference with Gov. Troy & Auditor 
Boyle, about my examination of titles & Escheat of 
Abandoned Mining Claims, to which U.S. Patents 
have issued years ago, & where the patentees 
have died without heirs – or corporations to whom 
deeds were made by patentees – have become 
extinct.  The Governor expressed a wish to have 
me take charge of all such cases for the Territory – 
but since the Attorney General must be interviewed 
& consulted the matter had to go over until he 
could be consulted.  Boyle said Atty Genl would be 
home from Portland in 2 or 3 weeks! 

Diary 43, 1934 
October 11-13 

Oct. 11th  
In the office as usual.  Enjoyed today with Dudley, 
surveyor, etc. in locating the geography of a lake 
on Berner’s river, in which Jim York is interested as 
a power site – in his investigations with the owners 
of mining claims – etc.  Trites who bought Berners 
Bay mines through Faulkner.  York hopes to 
interest Trites in the power site etc. 

-12th – 
In the office as usual. 

-13th - 
Bar Assoc. lunch – Hellenthal, Roden & I appointed 
a committee to prepare bill for creation of Ter. 
Supreme Court – for introduction in Congress by 
Dimond. 

Diary 43, 1934 
October 14-16 

-14th – 
Sunday.  The Womens Club has asked me to talk 
briefly at their meeting on Tuesday about the taking 
over the Territory from the Russians on Oct. 18, 
1867.  I am busy preparing an Index to Ms. Old 
Yukon Trails.  I fear I am making it to diffuse - & 
long. 
Just invited to talk to the High School on Thursday 
18th on Alaska day – consented to do so. 

-15th – 
Same as usual in the office. 

-16th - 
Address to the Womens Club at the regular 
meeting at the Bailey Café.  Answering 
Correspondence. 



Diary 43, 1934 
October 17 

-17th - 
Recd. letter from Fairbanks Exploration Co. 
refusing to buy my ¾ interest on Ester Creek “Daly 
Bench”- Same time the U.S. Income Tax expert 
came in with plan of raising my tax for 1932 – 
account of payment to me by U.S. of $1500. for 
mileage travel between Alaska and Washington, 
D.C.  On same mail, however I received check 
from L.C. Hess, Fairbanks, for $100. on act. of 
income from an old forgotten mining interest I 
owned with him on one of the Fairbanks creeks.  
That will pay the deficiency in the Income Act but I 
am still in the red on the Ester Creeks claim!  The 
Co. hope to get it later at their own price!! & will of 
course! 

Diary 43, 1934 
October 17 

17 
[clipping] 

TALK ON ALASKA 
GOVERNMENT IS 
LUNCH FEATURE 

{Empire, Oct. 17 ‘34} 
James Wickersham Gave 

Interesting Speech 
at Club Affair 

American government was born in Alaska in a 
rude log cabin in Sitka, owned by an Irishman 
named Murphy, Judge Wickersham told members 
of the Juneau Women’s Club and their guests at an 
elaborate Alaska Day luncheon held by the 
organization at Bailey’s Café yesterday. 

Continuing, he told of the efforts of Murphy, one 
of the first American civilians to reach Sitka, to 
organize a city government and draft a suitable 
constitution for such government.  That was in 
December, 1867, he said, less than two months 
after the formal transfer of the Territory to the 
United States.  Their efforts were successful, he 
added, and received the approval of the military 
authorities in charge of American affairs in Alaska.  
A city council was organized and ordinances 
drafted for the protection and support of the 
people, and among the first things to receive 
attention was education.  A school was established 
in January following, the first American school in 

Alaska, and for many years the only one, he said. 
Judge Wickersham has in his possession these 

first city ordinances, as well as the minutes kept by 
the first school board, and he extended a cordial 
invitation to women interested to view them in his 
library in his home.  Yesterday he showed a copy 
of the petition signed by ninety-seven civilian 
residents of Sitka sixty-seven years ago, in which 
they asked the military authorities to permit the 
formation of a city government in Sitka. 

Hutchinson Aids Development 
What Murphy was to the formation of 

Government, Judge Wickersham said, a man by 
the name of Hutchinson was to the commercial 
development of Alaska.  He, it was, who secured 
the option to purchase all the Russian trading posts 
and with the support of a group of San Francisco 
capitalists he formed the old Alaska Commercial 
Company, which extended its activities all along 
the Alaskan coast, finally acquiring a post at St. 
Michael, and starting, away back in the early 
eighties, the first river transportation company.  
Their small boats went up and down the Yukon, he 
said, and eventually they met with a group of men 
who came from the Treadwell mines, among whom 
was George Carmack, and through the joint efforts 
of the Alaska Commercial company and this group 
of miners, the Klondike gold fields were 
discovered. 

Prefaced Talk 
Judge Wickersham prefaced this talk on the 

occupation of Alaska by the Americans with a brief 
resume on the influence exerted by Catharine the 
First, Empress of Russia, on colonization in Alaska.  
She was, he declared, to Vitus Bering and his 
associates what Queen Isabella of Spain was to 
Columbus without her help Alaska would have 
been a British province, a continuation of the 
Dominion of Canada.  He paid tribute also to 
Baronoff, and Cherikoff, and the splendid work they 
did toward the establishment of a new Russia in 
America. 

Forty Attended 
Approximately forty women were present for this 
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occasion, which was the first of a series of special 
occasion luncheons to be given this year by the 
Club.  Music for the occasion was furnished by 
Mrs. Crystal Snow Jenne who sang two songs 
appropriate to the Alaska Day observance.  The 
first of these, which was written by Mrs. Florence 
Clark McLaren of Skagway, has been suggested 
as the official song for the Alaska Federation of 
Women’s Clubs, and an effort is now being made 
to have it adopted by the Federation.  Mrs. Jenne’s 
second number was an arrangement made by Mrs. 
Carol Beery Davis of two Tlinget melodies, called 
“Kusehani,” an Indian word meaning sweetheart.  
Both these numbers were beautifully given by Mrs. 
Jenne, with Mrs. Davis accompanist, and received 
enthusiastic applause from all present. 

Diary 43, 1934 
October 18-20 

-18th – 
delivered an address on the 67th anniversary of the 
day when Alaska was transferred to the U.S. by 
Russia at Sitka – to the High School – 400 scholars 
– Hi, 6th & 7th – or 7th & 8th grades – present.  Also 
attended Chamber of Commerce lunch & heard 
Father Kashaveroff deliver address on early fur 
trader voyages from Sikrig[?] to Aleutian islands 
etc. good address. 

-19th – 
Long letter from Darrell – at home in S.F.  As usual 
in the office. 

-20th - 
Lunch with Bar Assoc. letter from Dimond – about 
amendment to the laws relating to appeals in both 
civil & criminal cases. 

Diary 43, 1934 
October 20-22 

-20th – 
I have completed the Index to my Old Yukon Trails 
Ms. & hope to have it ready – rewritten to suit 
myself – to go out, like the dove from the Ark – to 
seek a publisher.  I will, I think, send it to Darrell & 
let him do the work of sending out and receiving 
returns? 

-21st – 
Sunday – at home reading  - walking. 

-22nd – 
I am preparing all the Ms. decisions on hand for the 
8th Alaska Law Report – for transmittal to the West 

Pub. Co. St. Paul.  There is not yet enough 
material – but I am sending it on so they can be 
working it up - & will send on the balance as soon 
as the courts send it to me. 

Diary 43, 1934 
October 22-24 

-22d continued- 
For some months I have been assisting Jim York, 
prospector & miner, with mining projects in 
connection with Berners Bay – Kensington etc. 
mines, sold to Trites & others through York & my 
activities.  We are now working up a power site 
plan for submission to the Trites and associates.  
We hope to get something for our efforts for they 
seem to us to be valuable to them. 

-23 – 24- 
Working on final touches to the Ms. for the 8th 
Alaska Reports.  In the past I did the work of 
preparing the syllabi etc. but they now ask that the 
opinions, with No. Attys, date etc be sent on to 
their editorial staff to do the work of arranging for 
publication. 

Diary 43, 1934 
October 25 

-25th - 
I have finished all the work I can do on the Ms. for 
the 8th Alaska Reports & will send it on by mail to 
the West Pub. Co. St Paul. Minn, for editorial work.  
I prepared the whole editorial work on Vol. 1 of that 
set of Reports, but the publication was not 
satisfactory – too many printers mistakes, and in 
the subsequent volumes I prepared most of the 
work of arranging & editorial work but now the 
Publishing Co. will do it all.  I was never paid any 
money for gathering all data, arranging etc. never a 
cent – though I got credit by having my name on 
the books as editor.  Now I am glad to have the Co 
do the work & I will do no more. 

Diary 43, 1934 
October 26 

-26th - 
Sent Ms. for 8th Alaska Law Report to West Pub. 
Co. St. Paul, Minn. Ex $3.80 Insurance $30000 

A Mr. Price, U.S. Income Tax special Agent was 
in the office inquiring about how I expended the 
$1500. allowed me by law for mileage etc. as 
Delegate to Congress in the year 1932.  I called his 
particular attention (1) to the law of 1906 fixing that 
sum as mileage & other expenses for the Delegate 
& (2) to the fact that my income tax statement for 



1932 was made in the office of the Sergeant at 
Arms, in the Capitol at Washington, by a Special 
Agent of their Bureau – who examined my data at 
the time & approved it & the account. 

Diary 43, 1934 
October 26-29 

26 
Mr. Price was satisfied from the strict examination 
of the figures I produced again for his inspection & 
left saying he would write out the facts & 
recommend that my statement he approved – 
again! 

-27th – 
Navy Day – In the office as usual. 

-28th – 
Sunday, worked all day on illustrations for Old 
Yukon Trails. 

-29th - 
Went on Jim Yorks note for $15000 at the Behrends 
Bank – Jim is going down to Vancouver, B.C. to 
consult with Trites in relation to power etc. for the 
Kensington mines: I am backing him with the 
money etc. & am to have an interest ½ in scheme. 

Diary 43, 1934 
October 30 

-30th - 
Jim O’Neill, 722 Seventh Street, San Francisco, 
Cal. wrote to me on Sep. 28, ’34 saying he had an 
oil painting – one of Bill McPhee & one of myself 
and that Bill had instructed him before Bill died to 
send them to me – they arrived today.  They are 
crayon, Bills is 30 x 36 in & mine 24 x 30 inches in 
size.  Bills is a good picture – well done, mine is 
not so well done, but probably they are pretty good 
likenesses at that.  The light effect on Bills is much 
better than on mine.  They were made some 30 
years ago in Fairbanks by a Mrs. C.E. Johnsson, a 
lady friend of Bills, which may account for his 
looking better than mine – anyway its an Alibi? 

Diary 43, 1934 
October 31- 
November 1 

-31st – 
Same as usual in the office.  Preparing a letter to 
the Mayor & City Council asking them to do 
something about compelling the A.J.G.M.Co. to 
pay taxes equally with all other taxpayers in 
Juneau! 

-Nov 1st - 
Attended Chamber of Commerce lunch – Judge 
Alexander made a remarkable speech: first, he told 

the assemblage what a bad man he had convicted 
& sentenced at Ketchikan – just a letter unethical.  I 
thought for a judge to do, and 2nd he assured us 
that the present financial depression in the U.S. 
was caused by the bankers! he did not blame the 
Republicans!! 

Diary 43, 1934 
November 2-5 

-Nov. 2- 
Same as usual in the office.  Have completed my 
letter to the Mayor and City Council in relation to 
the alleged contract of 1913, exempting the A.J. 
Gold Min co. from taxation for 30 years. 

-3rd- 
Paying monthly bills – they are not as high as 
formerly – we are doing better. 
Business in the office is showing better, too. 

4th  
Sunday – Working in library at home. 

-5th - 
Delivered copy (5 pages) letter & statement in the 
matter of the claimed exemption from Taxation for 
30 years of the Alaska Juneau Min. Co. to the 

Diary 43, 1934 
November 5-6 

5 
Mayor & City council this morning – suggesting that 
they get the A.J. Co. officials to waive their alleged 
contract for exemption & let the property be 
assessed equally with all other property in Juneau 
– or if the Co. will not waive tat the City Assessor 
be instructed to assess the property & let the Co. 
go into court & best the matter, & 3rd if neither will 
act that a Taxpayer bring a suit to list the 
exemption. 

-6th - 
Am troubled with dizzy spells – seem to be located 
in my eyes – probably from smoking too many 
cigars – which give me much comfort – Election 
day. 

Diary 43, 1934 
November 6-8 

6 
in the States – Democratic, of course, for as Gov. 
Al Smith of New York says – “nobody wants to 
shout Santa Clause at Christmas time.”  President 
Roosevelt is handing out billions of money from the 
U.S. Treasury – and naturally those who accept the 
gifts refrain from either “shooting” or sour criticising 
– they vote for Santa Clause & presents! 
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-7th – 
Same as usual in the Office.  Suffering from a dizzy 
spell – Doctor DeVigne says its from my stomach, 
but sent me home to bed for the day. 

-8th - 
Same as yesterday though my dizzy spells are 
abating.  Grace & I 

Diary 43, 1934 
November 8-9 

8 
attended a dinner party at the home of our 
neighbors, Mr. & Mrs. Newmarker – a good dinner 
– which I ate sparingly - & a card game which 
Grace enjoyed largely.  Business in the office 
keeps me busy –but poor! 
Attended the Chamber of Commerce lunch – 
interested in Pegues and his new office 
Administrator of U.S. Housing Scheme – but I think 
its not practical!!  although it will furnish a lot of 
“deserving Democrats” – like Pegues, with jobs! 

-9th - 
Same as usual in the office.  Wrote Darrell a letter 
& answered business correspondence.  Getting 
cases ready for court – to begin 13th. 

Diary 43, 1934 
November 10 

-10th - 
Saturday, bad day – taku wind and S.E. storm 
combined.  Oien is at Sumdum – his engine out of 
order – gave Harry Sumdum money enough – last 
night – to buy oil – to go and tow his boat in to 
Juneau.  Lawyers hold lunch out at Robertson’s 
cabin at Auk Bay – but I excused myself & will not 
go. 
Grace & Ruth entertained the school teachers & 
their beau’s tonight at our house! 
Davidson (Jack) will rearrange my Map of Alaska 
to show “Old Yukon Trails,” from Asia via Bering 
strait into Alaska on Brook’s map showing natural 
plateau between the Coast Range & the Rocky Mt 
range & also along the MacKenzie River valley - & 
Great Plains Plateau! 

Diary 43, 1934 
November 10 

10 
About 20 or more school teachers among them 
being Grace’s niece, Ruth, together with an equal 
number of their gentlemen friends, assembled at 
our house tonight – the party played cards, 
danced, had music – smoked and had a good, 

happy evening generally.-& got acquainted, for 
many were new comers to Juneau.  Grace gave 
them a luncheon, etc. 

At 8 p.m. exactly – Mrs. Anna Strong, wife of 
former Governor Strong, gave a “talk,” before the 
microphone in Seattle – which came to us over the 
National Broadcasting Radio – in relation to her 
wide travels, etc. all over the world.  In answer to 
questions she said the scenery in Alaska – 
mountains, glaciers, great rivers etc.  Equally any 
she saw throughout her world wide travels! 

Diary 43, 1934 
November 11-14 

-11th – 
Armistice day – Sunday. 
Nothing of importance – except the Radio concerts 
came in clear and good & were unusually 
interesting. 

-12th – 
Monday – made a holiday by all business houses 
closing – Prepared final draft of my Complaint in 
the case of Taxpayer v Juneau and the A.J. Mining 
Company. 

-13th – 
Same as usual in the office. 

14th  
Fritsche in the office daily – we are arranging to try 
his cases vs Porcupine Mining Co. he will remain 
here until trial takes place 

Diary 43, 1934 
November 15 

-15- 
Mr. Fritsche is a good typist & is assisting me in 
copying the old agreements between the City of 
Juneau & the A.J. Mining Co. of Mch 7, 1913, for 
Exemption of their property from taxation.  We had 
him out to the house for dinner tonight & passed a 
pleasant evening talking mining, geology & the 
Migration of Asiatic animals – now extinct – across 
the Asio-American land bridge at Bering straits.  He 
was greatly interested in my maps, & 
Commencement Day address at Fairbanks College 
last May.  He expressed surprise – said he knew 
nothing about the facts etc. 

Diary 43, 1934 
November 16 

-16- 
Attended court – heard Mrs. Mildred Hermann and 
Al. White argue their first case in court – the libel 
case of White v Heard.  They both did fairly well for 



a first appearance in court as contesting lawyers.  
Mayor I. Goldstein called me up this evening and 
asked if I would object if he put off reading my 
letter addressed to the Mayor & Council until next 
week – said that he had given Metzgar, Supt. A.J. 
Mining Co a copy etc. and it had been sent to Phil. 
Bradley, Pres. A.J. Co. at San Francisco – no 
answer & they wanted his answer before any 
action was taken etc.  I consented that it go over 
for another week!! 

Diary 43, 1934 
November 17-18 

-17th – 
Bar Association lunch at Baileys was interesting – 
we are preparing a bill to send to the Delegate from 
Alaska in relation to the organization of a Supreme 
Court in Alaska. –I offered copies of the bills I drew 
when last in Congress.  –I am on the Committee – 
with Hellenthal & Roden - & offered my old bill as 
the model. 

-18th - 
At home in my library sorting pictures & hunting for 
others in the magazines of the Am. Mus. of Nat. 
Hist – N.Y. to illustrate my map showing routes & 
trails of migration of the mammoth & other Asiatic 
animals across Alaska into America including those 
extinct & living yet – in N.A. & particularly in the 
U.S. & Alaska. 

Diary 43, 1934 
November 19 

-19th - 
Busy in the office – Saw the Atty. Genl. Smith 
today – he is in his office and looks well, though 
weak from his recent operation.  As to the suit 
against the A.J. Mining Co. he, probably, will not 
permit me to bring the suit to compel the A.J.M. 
Co. to pay taxes – says a Taxpayer can bring it etc. 
etc.  The Governor saw him & put a stop to his 
activity, notwithstanding the law gives him the 
authority! and, I think, makes it his duty to bring the 
suit.  I may be compelled to get a taxpayer to act in 
his place - & perform his duties!  since Too bad – 
he is such a coward. 

Diary 43, 1934 
November 20-23 

-20th – 
Court being in session I am busy in the office. 

-21st – 
Getting settlement of Gorham’s mortgage etc. 
trouble in his family. 

-22nd – 
Same as yesterday – am real busy these days in 
the office, more than usual.  The Atty. Genl. has 
been instructed by the Governor not to assist in 
bringing suit against the A.J. Min. Co. for recovery 
of taxes made exempt. 

-23rd – 
Wrote to Darrell 

Have succeeded in getting all of Gorham’s 
creditors to settle with him for fifty cents on the 
dollar – except one – the Thomas Hardware Co. – 
who demand their pound of 

Diary 43, 1934 
November 24 

-24th - 
Court in session – getting Fritsche cases ready – 
Court will set cases.  Criminal case have right-of-
way, but there are few criminal trades, most of 
them go off on a plea of guilty - & a small sentence 
– the prosecuting attorney substitutes what he & 
the lawyer for the defense agree on – instead of 
the verdict of the jury & get the sentence fixed & 
then persuade the court to accept then agree 
verdict in stead of the jurys judgment, etc. etc, it is 
largely a matter of favoritism & liable to injustice by 
permitting a wrong doer who has the ear of the 
Dist. Atty. to escape just punishment. 

Diary 43, 1934 
November 23-25 

23rd copy from 2nd page back 
flush – so we have concluded to let them rest 
awhile.  Fritsche, for whom I have several 
important cases involving the Porcupine Mining Co. 
is here & we are getting ready to try them at this 
term of court.  Other business is better than for the 
year last past, and I am quite busy in the office. 

-25th - 
Sunday.  Atty Genl. J.S. Truitt wrote me a letter 
today declining to bring the suit against the A.J. M. 
Co. or allow it to be brought in the name of the 
Territory!  I must now get a tax payer to bring it as 
a plaintiff, & meet the prejudice of the Democratic 
machine – the Governor 

Diary 43, 1934 
November 25-27 

25 
instructed Truitt not to bring it or allow the Territory 
to do so.!!  They are playing friends to the A.J.G.M. 
Co.: - but I intend to go ahead with the case 
provided – I can get a taxpayer to act as plaintiff. 
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-26th – 
Made Option – Agreement between John Wagner 
& Gus Oien, 90 days, for sale of Wagner’s 18-20 
Mining Claims – Loaned Gus Oien, trip to Seattle, 
$10.00 
Rewriting Petition for Mandamus in Taxpayer v 
A.J.G.M. Co. & City officials, in re Exemption of the 
A.J.C. for 30 years from taxation. 

-27th - 
Same as usual in the office & 

Diary 43, 1934 
November 28 

-28th - 
am just in receipt of a demand from the Treas. 
Dept. Internal Revenue Service to pay an 
additional sum of $10628 Income Taxes – for 1932!  
This in addition to the sum I paid on the Act. 
prepared for me by their own Special Agent, in the 
Office of the Sergeant at Arms, House of 
Representatives, Washington D.C. who was 
specially stationed there by the Internal Revenue 
Service to prepare the Accounts of Congressmen – 
it is based on the recent interview by another agent 
of that Service, who came to my office here in 
Juneau - & demanded that I exhibit vouchers & 
data – all of which I had presented to the other 
agent in Washington in Feb. 1933, & then 
destroyed, 

Diary 43, 1934 
November 28-30 

28 
because it was, I thought, carried officially before 
the Special Agent, used to his entire satisfaction & 
its usefulness ended!  Now after nearly two years & 
without it they disapprove things which the former 
agent, on good evidence approved, & boost my 
responsibility $10628!!  I may have to pay, of 
course, but only on a written explanation of protest. 

-Nov. 29th 1934 
Thanksgiving Day.  We are to take dinner with Mr. 
& Mrs. Willis Nowell – who are both special friends 
of Grace’s. 

-30th - 
Same as usual in the office.  Court grinding along 
slowly.  Criminal case have right of way this week. 

Diary 43, 1934 
December 1-3 

December 1st 1934 
Busy in court today getting cases set for trial, etc  
Fritsche case set for Dec. 19th. 

-2nd – 
Sunday:  Wrote letter in protest of “adjustment” of 
my Income Tax Act – by raising it so that I have to 
pay $1067/ - a very unjust raise! 

-3rd - 
Mailed my “Protest” to Geo. C. Earley, Internal 
Rev. Agent, Seattle Division, against adjustment of 
my Income Tax, 1932, by which it was raised 
$106.28 
Paid my November bills, rent of office etc. 
A younger man – tall, clear eyed, and evidently, a 
student and a worker, named Beers, wants to 
study law – he looks good to me. 

Diary 43, 1934 
December 4 

-4th - 
Finally closed up the Gorham matters to their 
satisfaction, though the Thomas Hd. Co. stood out 
– Thomas is a “hard boiled” one.  I think Ordway, 
photographer has worked out a good copy of the 
Brooks map of the Yukon and MacKenzie river 
plateaus – showing the roadway from Asia into 
America of the Mammoth & other Asiatic 
mammals, for me – I hope to get the Ms. off to a 
potential publisher immediately.  The illustrations & 
maps have been troublesome. 

The mayor informs me that he has a letter form 
the A.J. Gold M. Co. in reply to mine asking the 
City officials to act, and that Both letters will be 
read before the City Council at its regular meeting 
on Friday. 

Diary 43, 1934 
December 6 

-6th - 
Busy in the office. Mr. Nelson I. Beers, 25, from 
Connecticut, well educated & apparently a good 
young man has been in the office two or three 
times this week wishing to establish his right to 
study law, etc.  Have this day agreed to take him in 
the office as a student.  I do not agree to pay him 
anything for services in the office, which will not be 
regular & only when he has no other work – he is 
employed with the Road Commission – do not 
charge him any sum for tutelage – he is a 
gratuitous student - & I only promise to assist him 
in his studies for any assistance he may render in 
the office. 



Diary 43, 1934 
December 7-8 

-7th – 
Grace has some friends to dinner tonight.  City 
council has promised to read my letter tonight 
about A.J.G.M. Co. exemption from City Taxes.  
Mr. Beers will begin his studies as student at law 
on Monday Dec. 10th. 

-8th - 
Busy in the office & especially with the Fritsche 
case.  The Alaska Press published my letter to the 
Mayor and City Council in its yesterday issue – in 
full and the City Council read it & the letter of the 
A.J. Mining Co. last night and referred the whole 
matter to the City Attorney.  H.L. Faulkner, for 
report.  The Empire will garble the matter in the 
interest of the A.J. tonight. 

Diary 43, 1934 
December 8-9 

-8th continued. 
At the Bar Association there was much criticism of 
the Sale of liquor to Indians & I moved the matter 
be referred to a Committee of which R.F. 
Robertson should be chairman.  It was carried & 
Faulkner & Dist. Atty. Holshheimer were appointed 
with Robertson on the committee.  I refused to go 
on the Committee. 

-9th - 
The Empire published, last evening a long letter 
from Metzgar, Supt. of the A.J. Col. in which he 
appeals to the people of Juneau for sympathy etc.  
He does not attempt to defend the action of the city 
Council – on their right to grant his Co. Exemption 

Diary 43, 1934 
December 9 

9 
from Taxation, but only mistakes the facts & shows 
what a good thing it is the have the A.J. mine 
located in town etc.  It is a mere restatement of the 
“boosting” statements contained in Jack 
Hellenthals proposal to the city council at the time 
the Co. obtained their exemption from taxation – it 
is not truthfully or cleverly done, and was evidently 
written by Hellenthal for his signature.  The Empire 
does not copy my letter published in the Juneau 
Press on Dec. 7, - it is the usual one sided 
statement for the A.J. Co. to mislead the public 
again – and will do that, of course. 

Diary 43, 1934 
December 10-12 

-10- 
I am engaged in writing an answer to Metzgars 
letter of Saturday. 

-11th – 
Robertson today withdrew as the attorney for the 
defendant in the case of Fritsche v Porcupine 
Mining Co. which has been set for trial on the 19th.  
I filed it in court & the court will determine on 
Saturday what to do about trying the case.  The 
defendants live in Chicago & may not be here – so 
what will the court do about the trial? 

-12- 
Roden, Fritsche & I brought up the matter of setting 
the Fritsche case 

Diary 43, 1934 
December 12 

12 
for trial soon before Judge Alexander & to my 
amazement it came out that Wright & his lawyers 
have been writing letters to the Judge & he to them 
etc. & tat he has a deep impression from the back 
door correspondence that we are wicked & 
evidently trying to defraud the defendant etc, etc.  
Alexander & Robertson had a long private talk & 
the judges rooms – chambers - & when finally we 
got a chance to talk he set one case off until 
January 30th – & will then hear what they have to 
say etc.  He refused to grant Roden a default in the 
Berry case where Wright  - has made no defense & 
has none – but put the whole matter off until Jany 
20 – looking for a ghost! 

Diary 43, 1934 
December 13-15 

-13th – 
Busy in the office – Gass v Gass filed in court – 
service on dept. today. 

-14th – 
Same as yesterday – Fritsche is very much 
discouraged and in fear that Judge Alexander is so 
prejudiced against him & his case that he will not 
get a fair hearing, etc.  I, too, fear. 
I am informed that Faulkner, as City Attorney will 
report to the City Council tonight on the A.J. tax 
exemption matter!! 

-15th - 
Court in session – motion calendar.  Paul objected 
to my appearance for my client Bixby – that I was 
not authorized to appear for other defendants etc.  
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I was 

Diary 43, 1934 
December 15-17 

15 
sworn & testified that I had not appeared for any of 
the Defendants except Bixby, personally & as 
trustee – that I had been regularly employed by 
Bixby & paid an attorney fee etc.  Court held 
sufficient & denied Pauls objection.  I then called 
up my Motion to Strike the Default, for want of 
Notice etc. and court again held with me and 
ordered Default stricken – so that’s that. 

-16th – 
Sunday – in library writing letters – heard band & 
singing of Christmas carols on the street. 

-17th - 
Fritsche  will return to Seattle on the boat tonight.  
Sent a lot of Christmas presents - $500 & box to 

Diary 43, 1934 
December 17-20 

17 
Maude & Nellie – to Darrell & Jane.  Wrote letter of 
sympathy and condolence to Mrs. Matel Olds – her 
husband Fred A. Olds passed away about Dec. 5th 
– my neighbors on C. St. for years.  Prepared 
affidavit in Bixby case showing my authority. 

-18th – 
Busy with Bixby case & Paul! 

-19th – 
As usual in the office. 

-20th - 
Received a Christmas present from Darrell – a 
check for $25000! and I needed it, too, for 
collections are slow.  Another divorce case today – 
which means another $10000

 

Diary 43, 1934 
December 21-22 

-21st – 
Busy in the office.  Attended School function last 
night – Ruth acted as choir master & did nicely.  
Plays usual amateurs school acts. 

-22nd -   Saturday 
Faulkner, City Atty. made his report to the City 
Council last night on the matter of the A.J. Co. tax 
exemption made in 1913:  He told them my 
statement of the law was correct – that the City 
officials in 1913 had no power to make the 
exemption – but, he repeated the agreements 

made to the Council by Hellenthal in 1913 & 
repeated again last week by Metzgar – also 
evidently written by Hellenthal for Metzgar – full of 

Diary 43, 1934 
December 22 

22 
misstatements of fact & concluded that it was for 
the good of Juneau and ought to be carried out to 
the end.  George A. Rice, councilman then offered 
a resolution – probably written by Hellenthal 
repeating the usual false statements – and 
approving the old Exemption, & it was adopted by 
a vote of all the council except Messerschmidt – 
who was no present!  The Empire reporter 
telephoned to me this morning asking if I intended 
to bring a suit to mandamus – or compel the 
council to assess the A.J. Co.  property – I 
answered saying that I had not seen the resolution 
of the Council & could not say until I had. 

Diary 43, 1934 
December 23 

-23rd - Sunday 
Resolution of the Council introduced by Rice 
published in the Empire tonight – but not Faulkner 
letter or opinion saying they had no authority or 
power to grant exemptions.  So far the propaganda 
is all with the A.J. Co. – but I’ll wait my own soon, & 
then consider what next to do.  Attended 
Presbyterian Church today & heard Ruth’s choir 
sing Christmas sons & Cantata – it was good 
music & well conducted by Mrs. Davis at the organ 
& Ruth as the leader of the choir – Ruth is quite 
evidently a skillful music leader & choir manager. 

Diary 43, 1934 
December 24-25 

-24- 
Working in the office as usual, but everybody filled 
with Christmas!  Ruth & her choir members out 
singing Christmas carols – at the hospitals – 
churches & other places & finally came to our 
house late & had lunch.  Beautiful clear cold 
weather – fine Christmas weather & everybody 
happy.  We sent out stacks of Christmas cards & 
presents & received many. 

-25th - 
Christmas Day – a cloudless sky – snow on the 
mountains glistening like silver – a Merry 
Christmas.  We had a dinner for a few friends - & 
Grace and Ruth (also I) are very happy.  At dinner 



Diary 43, 1934 
December 25-27 

25 
we had Mr. & Mrs. Jack Davidson, Mr. & Mrs. Joe 
Waite, Mr. Nelson  I Beer Ruth Coffin & Grace & 
myself.  We had music & singing and an excellent 
turkey dinner – including a most excellent plum 
pudding sent to us by Mrs. Hermann. 

-26th – 
Working in the office as usual.  Grace & Ruth made 
photographs of Malcolm Faulkner & Jack 
Newmarker with Malcoms great white dog “Taku”. 

-27- 
Going over the pleadings in the case of Paul v 
Bixby, et. al. & find Paul or  

Diary 43, 1934 
December 27-30 

27 
someone has falsified the records in places – 
making up the facts to present to the court on 
hearing on Saturday. 

-28th – 
In the office working on answer to the opposition in 
the A.J. Co. taxation case – exemption 30 years! 

-29th – 
Saturday Motion Docket called & I charged Paul 
with falsifying the pleadings, etc.  He tried to deny 
it, of course, – the court held with me on another 
point and refused him default on his motion etc. He 
(Paul) is a shifty scamp. 

-30th - 
Sunday – all day at home in the library – also 
worked on A.J. Co. exemption case. 

Diary 43, 1934 
December 31 

-31st - 
Milder & trying to snow – but don’t.  In the office as 
usual!  Glory Be!!  I got my Ms. Old Yukon Trails 
well bound up in a package and sent it to J.E. 
Erickson, Mgr. of Lowmann & Hanford Co. Seattle, 
today – with letters of instructions asking him to 
take charge of the plan of securing a publisher! 
The load is off my mind anyway, publisher or no 
publisher. 
Wrote a letter to Henning, city clerk asking for 
some information about the A.J. Co. exemption 
from taxation – which I cannot quite understand.  
Called and had 

Diary 43, 1934 
December 31 

31 
a long talk with B.D. Stewart, who was Mayor in 
1916, when the second agreement was made with 
the A.J. Co. about the water system which it had 
agreed to construct in connection with the city.  He 
could not explain the item of $7,122.79 which 
Valentine orally agreed in 1918 to pay the A.J. Co. 
in connection therewith, which makes me 
suspicious that the City was induced to pay the 
whole price for constructing the water supply mains 
etc.  I intend to find out and for that purpose wrote 
to the city clerk & make me a copy of the items 
constituting the $7,122.79 as shown by the city 
books.  That item certainly was extra to the sum 
agreed on in the contract of 1916 

Diary 43, 1935 
January 1 

January 1st 1935. 
A fine new years day – calm & quietly snowing – 
cleared off somewhat in the afternoon.  Everyone 
seems happy and this day is generally enjoyable.  
Grace & Ruth & I called at the Masonic lodge 
rooms for a minute – had a glass of milk & the girls 
a light lunch – then we called at the home of Mr. & 
Mrs. Isadore Goldstein, mayor of Juneau.  Mrs. G. 
is one of Graces bridge playing friends.  Spent 
most of the day in my library – reading & making 
out statements of facts etc. in the A.J. Co. 
exemption from city taxation – it is an interesting 
story & I am going to find out all about it – the city 
got the worst of it! 

Diary 43, 1935 
January 2-3 

-2nd – 
Working in the office as usual. 
Mrs. Elsie E. Thompson, one of my friends, wants 
a divorce from her husband, another of my former 
friends – I have tried to persuade them not to bring 
the suit, but she is determined – so I will bring it. 
Working on the record in the matter of the A.J. 
Gold Mining Co.’s exemption from city taxation – 
for 30 years! 

-3rd - 
Paying bills for Deer, and working as usual in the 
office.  Wrote a letter to Darrell & one to DeVere, & 
attended the Capitol Theater with Grace – last 
night – to see Eddie Cantor in his Roman play 
My eye sight is growing dim on account I do not 
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enjoy the theater for that reason of removal of the 
lens from my right eye. 

Diary 43, 1935 
January 3-4 

3 
Received from McLush & sons, 22 Little Russell St. 
London, a fine copy of Voltaire’s Charles XII. 

English Ed. 1733. 
Sd 
524 

I want to see the Swedish side of the Wars with 
Peter the Great & Voltaire’s opinion of Catherine I.  
Book Plate & signature of “William Tooke, July 30, 
1823, London.” 

-4th - 
V.A. Paine, former Commissioner in Juneau, 
lawyer, died at his fox ranch near Kake – his body 
came to Juneau this morning – his wife 
accompanied it, and burial will take place day after 
tomorrow – Sunday – Masonic cemetery.  He lived 
in the Interior – Fairbanks, Valdez etc.  Paine wan 
not a brilliant lawyer but he was a student of birds 
and animals a good fox raiser – a jolly story teller – 
and interesting because of his wide information 
about wild Alaska animals. 

Diary 43, 1935 
January 5-8 

-5- 
At Bar Association meeting I drew & offered 
Resolution of regret on the death of Judge. V.A. 
Paine, adopted etc. 

-6th – 
Sunday – attended Judge V.A. Paine’s funeral, at 
the Carter’s mortuary, Juneau. 
 
[clipping] 

FUNERAL SERVICES 
FOR JUDGE PAINE 

SUNDAY AFTERNOON 
The funeral services for Judge V.A. Paine will be 

held Sunday afternoon at 1:30 o’clock at the C.W. 
Carter Mortuary, Dean C.E. Rice, of Trinity 
Cathedral, giving the eulogy. 

Active pallbearers will be Simpson J. MacKinnon, 
Dr. G.F. Freeburger, Garrett Norstrand, William 
Reck, Earl Cleveland and Arthur Fox. 

Honorary pallbearers are Gov. John W. Troy, 
Judge James Wickersham, Guy McNaugton, 
Judge William A. Holzheimer, Dr. L.P. Dawes and 

Henry Roden. 
-7th – 

Brought divorce suit for Mrs. Elsie Thompson from 
H. Elliott Thompson 

-8th - 
Recd. Marshal’s Deed for Grant, Guardian, 
Matheson Heirs, for 2 lots sold by Marshal – Lot 4. 
Blk, 8.  Lot 8, Blk 4. Wrangell – informed Mrs. 
Patenaude has paid judgment against her lot 
$172.00?  Marshall telegraphed for this money 
which is mine! 

Diary 43, 1935 
January 9 

-9th - 
Yesterday W.C. McMayburn, Harry Dickerson & 
J.C. Morris, come in with a request to prepare 
Articles of Incorporation for the Katzehin Gold 
Mining Co. –we talked the matter over at some 
length & they promised to come back today with 
other associates & agree together on the plan & 
Articles – which I have written out in pencil for their 
use. 

They came in later – Ray Stevens & 
Messerschmidt will not act on their board of 
directors & they are to have another meeting 
tomorrow evening. 

Called on Henning, City Clerk, about a statement 
of City with A.J. Co. for years 1913-1935 – says he 
will do it tomorrow! 

Diary 43, 1935 
January 10 

January 10, 1935 
Meeting in my office tonight of the following men: 
David Housel, Harold L. Stabler, Dr. W.JB. 
McAuliffe, A.J. Dishaw, W.G. Harold, W.C. 
Mcmayburn and Harry Dickerson, who organized 
the Katzehin Gold Mining Company:  A prepared 
copy of the Articles of Incorporation read & 
approval:  David Housel selected President, Harold 
L. Stabler, Sec. & Treasurer, and  David Housel, 
Dr. W.JB. McAuliffe, A.J. Dishaw, W.A.G. Harold 
and Harold L. Stabler, Bd. of Directors.  I am to 
prepare Articles of Incorporation to be prepared of 
this date for signatures & to be signed tomorrow.  
Stabler kept minutes of the meeting.  

Diary 43, 1935 
January 11-12 

-11th – 
Same as usual – prepared Articles of Incorporation 
for the incorporation of the Katzehin Gold Min. Co. 



now ready to sign. 
-12- 

Court in session, call of the Docket.  Court settled 
the motion made by me to quash service on 
“partnership” in the Paul – Bixby case – held it bad 
& gave me to days to plead further.  Attended 
Juneau Bar Association – nothing but lunch & a 
loud story by Grover Winn.  Getting members of 
the Katzehin G.M. Co. to sign the Articles of 
Incorporation. 

Diary 43, 1935 
January 18-19 

-18th – 
A busy week in the office.  Cannot get any reply 
from Henning, City Clerk, to my request for Act 
between City & A.J. Co. on act tax Exemptions etc.  
Got settlement of fees & costs in Matheson v 
Patenaude in judgment – received $17124.  Spent 
two days at home with the flu – but O.K.  
Legislature in session.  Hess, elected President of 
Senate, and Joe Hofman, Seward, Speaker House, 
both good men. 

-19th - 
Saturday.  Bar Assoc. members of Legislature 
Senator Frawley from Nome & Zeigler from 
Ketchikan present.  Busy as usual in the office. 

Diary 43, 1935 
January 20-21 

-20th – 
Sunday.  worked in library with pictures of Alaska – 
men & scenes, arranging for fastening in photo 
books.  Taku wind storms – bad today! 

-21st - 
Working in the office preparing Attorney Lien form 
myself covering costs etc. due from National 
Surety Co. in Matheson cases – trying to arrange 
for payment by Hellenthal & Hellenthal, Attys. who 
seem to have my costs etc. & wont pay! 
Saturday & today preparing articles of 
Incorporation for the Katzehin Gold M. Co. – also 
working on A.J. Co. tax exemption case.  City Clerk 
says he has now finished complete act between 
A.J. Co. & City, for my use. 

Diary 43, 1935 
January 22-23 

-22- 
Henning, City Clerk brought me copy of the 
financial accounts between this city & the A.J. Co. 
covering the years 1913-1934, & they agree with 
very suppositions that the A.J. Co. paid no taxes 

on its milling plant etc.  29.06 acres during that 
period, & also payment was made by the City out 
of other taxes & cash – nearly $20,000 for the 
mains etc. water supply – that city does not owe 
A.J. Co. & that the 30 year Exemption claimed by 
the A.J. Co. is illegal, ultra vires & void. 

-23rd - 
Same in office as yesterday.  Sent Gus. Oien 
Arlington, Wash. form of Bill of Sale & asked him to 
sign & sell the “Tola” to me in payment for note for 
$500.  I signed for him at the Behrends Bank.  
Hope he does it. 

Diary 43, 1935 
January 24-25 

-24th – 
Attended Chamber of Commerce luncheon to Ter. 
Gov & Senators – some friendly talk – but nothing 
of interest.  Songs by high school students – Ruth 
Coffin in charge, music by violin & piano – very 
good. 

Tonight attended reception to the members of 
the Legislature at the Governors mansion, good 
crowd – pleasant reception – music, dancing, 
refreshments.  Met most of the members of the 
Legislature, agreeable time.  Bad weather – Taku 
winds. 

-25th - 
Interview with B.D. Stewart – mayor in 1916 when 
A.J. Co. 2nd agreement was made, etc.  Explained 
situation to me – read copies of agreements – 
talked over facts – etc.  Busy in the office – Tel. 
from Fritsche – coming on boat Sunday. 

Diary 43, 1935 
January 26-27 

-26th – 
Working on A.J. Co. brief & letter.  Mail in this 
evening – letter from Darrell containing check for 
$2450 act. bonds. 
Attended luncheon Bar Assoc: several members of 
the Legislature also attended.  Nothing of 
importance:  My clients August Fritsche in case vs. 
Wright came also, for trial next week. 

-27th - 
Worked in the office all afternoon on the Brief & 
letter in the A.J. Co. tax case. 
Messrs Monarity, Wilcox & several other friends, 
from New York, here on the trial of an interesting 
law suit over film contracts with W.D. Gross.  spent 
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the evening in my library – they seemed very much 
astonished at such a collection of books in relation 
to the history of Alaska. 

Diary 43, 1935 
January 28- 
February 1 

-28th – 
Worked in office on A.J. Co. tax case.  Fritsche in 
the office – sent him & Beers up to the clerks office 
to copy a group of letters written by Wright, Pres. 
Porcupine Mining Co. to Judge Alexander, against 
Fritsche – contempt of court – libel etc. 

Febry 1. 
In the office every day – wrote to Darrell. 
Consulting with Fritsche – his case goes over until 
a present trial of Research case v Gross is ended – 
probably next week. 
Nothing new or out of the ordinary.  This morning I 
delivered to the City Clerk the request of the 
agreement between the City & the A.J. Co. dated 
Sept. 16, 1916 for water system – it was in 
Roden’s possession – he gave me permission to 
turn it in – had been 

Diary 43, 1935 
February 1 

1 
used as evidence in some law suits against the 
City & the A.J. Co. for damages by water on Front 
St.   Also gave the City Clerk & City assessor a 
letter asking them if their records showed any levy, 
assessment etc. of taxes against the 29.06 acres 
where the A.J. Co. mill was – is located between 
Mch. 7, 1913 another date.  Am also working on a 
statement of Facts & law on that case.  I gave Mr. 
H.M. Wilcox, of New York a copy of my 
Bibliography.  He is V.P. of Electrical Research Co. 
etc.  I have received a letter today from Darrell 
suggesting that a guardian be appointed for my 
brother Harry as on mentally incompetent person, 
to look after his welfare and I am inclined to accede 
to his suggestions! 

Diary 43, 1935 
February 2-6 

-Febry. 2nd – 
In the office as usual.  Attended call of the Motion 
docket & the Bar Assoc. lunch.  Ruth out to dinner 
tonight at Mr. & Mrs. R.E. Robertsons.  We had Mr. 
Moriarity & Mr. Reynolds of the lawyers attending a 
long drawn out trial in court – out to the house last 
night – a pleasant visit in the library. 

-Feb. 6th - 

Dr. Bunnell is in town – called & talked to him 
about the History of Alaska.  He is on his way east 
& will see the partners who may put up a fund for 
its preparation.  He will take dinner with us 
Saturday evening & I will show him my “Ms” – Old 
Yukon Trials - & see what his reaction is to that! 
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February 7-8 

-7th – 
Same as usual in the office.  A group of the 
Electrical Research experts, engineers, and 
lawyers – Mr. Wilcox & others called & spent an 
hour or so in my library.  Called on Dr. C.E. 
Bunnell, President of the Agri. College, - he has the 
flu, but is up and around.  He spoke to me about 
his interest in securing money from the Rockefeller 
Foundation to assist in writing a History of Alaska & 
said he was going to New York, Washington etc. 
and intends to make further effort to get that 
assistance while there. 

-8th - 
The long drawn out case of Electrical Research 
Co. v Gross, is about concluded & Judge 
Alexander intends them to take up the Fritsche 
case – next week – he asked if we want a jury.  I 
think we do not, but will consult with Roden. 

Diary 43, 1935 
February 9 

-9th - 
Working on A.J. Taxation case. 
We are to have some friends to dinner tonight, - 
Judge Bunnell, Henry O’Malley. 

After the party was over. 
We had a fine party – Bunnell, OMalley, the 
Robertsons, Commander Brown, U.S.N. & his wife, 
Wilcox ands his New York crowd, Andrew Nerland, 
from Fairbanks, Jack & Mrs. Davidson, Mr. 
Fritsche, from Seattle, etc.  Evidently some of the 
N.Y. crowd got some liquor & Jack Davidson mixed 
up the drinks – O.K. except that Moriarity, the 
attorney with Robertson in the Research case 
against Gross got sloppy drunk & I came near 
inviting him to go home but did not – any way it 
was a gay & a noisy party. 

Diary 43, 1935 
February 10 

-10th - 
Sunday – working in the office. 
Recd letter form the Lowman, Hanford Co. Seattle, 
saying that Erickson was not with them, but with 



the Macmillan Book Pub. Co. N.Y. – that they had 
sent my Ms. “Old Yukon Trails” on to Revell & Co. 
publishers but would see Erickson when he came 
north from S.F. this spring etc.  I am disappointed 
at the unauthorized action of the Lowman Hanford 
Co. – my letter was addressed to Erickson & 
supposing him to be still with the Lowman & 
Hanford Co. in Seattle I addressed it in their care, - 
but I did not intend to mix up with the Co. in any 
way.  I will write to the L.H. Co. to sent the matter 
on to Erickson – who is now, they say interested 
with the Macmillan Co. N.Y. Book publishers etc. 

Diary 43, 1935 
February 11 

-11th -  
After the party was over Saturday night I told Grace 
about Moriarity sitting at the Piano – in the 
presence of 20 of my friends – with his arm around 
Ruth & apparently in a state of sleepy intoxication, 
and my purpose was to call one of his friends guilty 
to get him out in the kitchen to drink some coffee – 
just then Ruth left the piano & stood up etc etc.  I 
told Grace about it.  I was angry, & she told Ruth - 
& they talked & then both of them criticised me – 
for defending her from such appearances – in my 
own house - & I was more angry.  Then now I hear 
he is in love with Ruth & the story is getting more & 
more complicated.  He was very friendly this 
morning when I met him in court!  Meddle between 
a man & a woman  - nevermore! 

Diary 43, 1935 
February 12 

-12th - 
I am greatly concerned about the action of 
Moriarity and Ruth Coffin.  Grace now tells me that 
they are engaged to be married – that he has tried 
to persuade her to marry him now and go back to 
New York with him on the first boat – which goes 
south tomorrow: that he has refused to go but 
promises to marry him when school closes in June 
or July – and after she goes home to see her 
mother.  He announces that he intends to stop off 
in Seattle and call on her mother – will get Mrs. 
Strong to go with him to see Ruths mother.  Grace 
says he was once married – has a grown daughter, 
but supposes he has a divorce form a former wife, 
though she knows nothing. 

Diary 43, 1935 
February 12 

12 
about the other wife – whether she is dead or 
divorced!  He does not come to see Ruth at our 
house but has her meet him down town.  I told 
Grace to have him come to our house to see her 
for I think that less dangerous than clandestine 
meetings.  They remained out last night quite late.  
I dont know how late nor where they were.  Adding 
this to his actions the other night at our dinner 
leave me with less confidence than I had in him.  
Roden tells em he had been the attorney for the 
Research Company, for whom he has appeared 
here in the trial against Gross, for 20 years and 
seems to have the entire confidence of Wilcox and 
the other experts here from New York in that 
Company. 

Diary 43, 1935 
February 12 

12 
He may be all right – he may not – I do not know 
neither does Grace though she defends him 
strongly and does what she can to support his 
proposals to marry Ruth.  Of course, I am not 
responsible for Ruths actions – she does not 
consult me & acts like one determined to go ahead 
with the matter at all costs.  I will not aid the 
marriage, though I am powerless to protect her.  I 
do not trust the man, though he may be honest 
ands in every way a desirable husband.  Wilcox, 
Mother called & finally Moriarity – I had told Ruth at 
the supper table if she wished to entertain Moriarity 
to have him come to the house - & not meet him 
down town – they met accordingly but went to the 
Lincoln ball dance! 

Diary 43, 1935 
February 13-14 

-13th – 
All the witnesses in the Electrical Research Co. v 
Gross, except Moriarity, went home last night.  He 
remains until the jury decides the case – he is the 
attorney – one of them – for the plaintiff.  The case 
went to the jury today.  My Fritsche case will come 
on for trial tomorrow. 

-14th - 
We, Roden & I, tried the case of Fritsche v 
Porcupine Mining Co. before Judge Alexander.  
The defendant made no appearances & we offered 
the evidence necessary to prove our case – but the 
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Judge denied defendants depositions – they were 
not offered in evidence & I fear he will be so 
prejudiced by the many private letters he received 
through the mails from Wright – that he may deny 
us what we clearly proved. 

Diary 43, 1935 
February 15-16 

-15th – 
Worked in the office – nothing but growling over 
the Fritsche case, which judge Alexander hold up & 
we don’t know what he is going to do with it. 

-16th - 
Finished my statements about the A.J. Co. 
“Exemption” from city taxation statement today.  
Letter from Darrell – he has had an operation 
removing five of his front teeth on account of 
infection in his lower jaw – but operation successful 
etc.  Am greatly disturbed about Judge Alexanders 
stand in the Fritsche case – he is violently 
prejudiced against Fritsche & we are at a loss to 
know just what to do about it.  We may have to 
dismiss & begin a new suit – we dont know! 

Diary 43, 1935 
February 17-18 

-17th – 
We had dinner last night with Mr. & Mrs. Flory – a 
good dinner & a pleasant evening of talk.  Judge 
Bunnell gave us an interesting account of 
“panning” or rather “serving” for Indian relics – 
arrows - & camp refuse on the frontal point of the 
bold hill – campus of the Alaska college, where 
they recovered specimens said to represent the 
same character of materials found in Mongol 
camps in Siberia etc.  Working in the office drawing 
Finding of Facts in the Fritsche case.  Roden & I 
hope to get Judge Alexander to sign Findings, 
Conclusions & Decrees in that case – though we 
anticipate trouble. 

-18- 
Dinner last night with Grover C. Winn & family – Dr. 
& Mrs. Simpson, Karl Thiele, Mr.               , 
canneryman, Mrs. W & I made up the party – a 
good dinner & a pleasant evening.  Working on 
Fritsche case. 

Diary 43, 1935 
February 19 

-19th - 
We are anticipating trouble with Judge Alexander 
in the Fritsche case.  He has been greatly 
prejudiced against Fritsche by the personal letters 

– outside of the record he has received from Wright 
– from Chicago, & is inclined to decide the case 
against us, though the Porcupine Min. Co. – 
defendant (Wright, Pres) has not appeared & let 
the whole case go by default:  We are preparing 
Findings of Fact & Conclusions of law to submit to 
him – which he may not approve if he fails it may 
destroy the rights of both parties, since the 
assessment work on 72 mining claims, amounting 
to nearly $7,000. must be done before July 1, 
1935!  He is very ugly at Robertson, who withdrew 
from the defendants case & Roden & I & Fritsche, 
also. 

Diary 43, 1935 
February 20-23 

-20- 
Working to get Fritsche case ready for court action 
etc. 

-21st – 
Same as yesterday:  Also beginning draft of a bill 
to escheat abandoned patented mining claims 

-22nd – 
Same as usual in the office. 

-23rd - 
Sunday.  Worked in the office – prepared a form of 
Judgment in favor of plaintiff in Fritsche v 
Porcupine Mining Co.  Mrs. Elsie Thompson typing 
my statement of 22nd in re A.J. Tax matters – in re 
Exemption claim of A.J. Co. from City taxes! 
Letters from Darrell, Winden – etc. in relation to 
Income tax accounts for ’35.  Darrell also sent me 
$18064 from rents on ranch, 1934. 

Diary 43, 1935 
February 24-26 

24th – 
Presented final judgment form in Fritsche case to 
Judge Alexander this morning.  Roden did some 
with two other cases against same defendant – the 
Porcupine Mining Co. – he sniffed & said nothing! 

-25th – 
Busy in the office as usual. 

-26th - 
Getting settlement of my rate at the Behrends Bank 
for $500. on Oien’s Act. purchase of the boat the 
“Tola” sold same to Edson – who will pay $35000 
cash & note for $150. in 6 mo. with interest – 
banking at 8%.  Waite will give his note for amount 
of bills.  I will sign as surety & get the money from 



the bank & pay bills. 

Diary 43, 1935 
February 27 

-27th - 
I have spent two days in preparing a bill for 
Senator Roden.  “An Act, to provide for the 
assessment, levy and collection of a real property 
tax upon abandoned, deserted & non-producing 
patented mining claims in Alaska, located and 
existing outside of an incorporated city of town.”  I 
had long ago called the attention of Governor Troy 
to the fact that several hundred(?) such claims 
existed between Ketchikan and Berners Bay & 
particularly around Douglas and Juneau and in his 
message to the present Legislature, Troy called the 
attention of the Legislature to them & 
recommended the passage of an Act to tax them & 
thus open the area to development – hence my 
labor. 

Diary 43, 1935 
February 27-28 

27th continued 
Got the Oien, Waite & Briggs note for $500. in 
relation to the Gas boat “Tola,” which I guaranteed 
at the Behrends Bank closed up today.  M.C. 
Edson paid $350. & gave his note due in 6 months 
for $150.  I transferred boat to him.  Waite signed 
note at bank for $49.60 account three liens on boat 
& pay the liens.  This leaves two notes – 1 for 
$150.00 bal. & one for $49.60 due banks – which I 
indorsed! when these tow notes are paid that “sore 
finger” will be well!  It does not pay to sign notes for 
friends. 

-28th - 
Same as usual.  Drew a bill for Roden, to make 
assessment of taxes where anyone (A.J. Co.) 
secures omission form tax levy. 

Diary 43, 1935 
March 1 

March 1st 1935. 
Jack & Si. Hellenthal called to explain why the Nat. 
Sec. Co. should not be held responsible for 
payment of costs in case decided in my favor 
(Matheson case), & why Si. should not pay the 
$250. he promised to pay to Grant (Guardian) but 
the story does not convince me. 

Grace & I took dinner with Hon. L. C. Hess, Pres. 
Ter. Senate last night  Also present Dr. & Mrs. 

DeVigne  Guy & Mrs. McNaughton, Senator & Mrs. 
H. Ter. Treas.  Walstein G. Smith & wife.  We had 
a good dinner & a pleasant time senators were all 
old friends 

Diary 43, 1935 
March 2-3 

-Mch. 2nd – 
We had a dinner tonight for a few friends – Mr. & 
Mrs. Luther C. Hess.  Dr. & Mrs. DeVigne, Mr. & 
Mrs. Bob. Bender, Mr. Luigo, of Fairbanks – 
members of Legislature – Mrs. Dorothy Morgan, 
Senator & Mrs. Frawley, from Nome, Mr. & Mrs. 
Phillips Prin. Juneau Schools, Ruth Grace & I.  
Cards for some – library for others.  Grace gave us 
a fine dinner.  Ruth music. 

-3rd - 
Sunday.  Spent part of the day with Roden & 
Fritsche at the office.  Judge Alexander finally 
decided the Fritsche cases vs. Porcupine Mining 
Co. – yesterday – he divided the issues – gave us 
part & the other fellow part – not bad! 
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March 4 

-4th - 
Attended funeral of Phil Horan – janitor at office 
building – Valentine – where my office is located, 
Phil was a Catholic – mass for the repose of his 
soul.  He was a good man – no family – no fortune. 
Working on securing results of Fritsche case – sale 
of mining property at Porcupine – Klehini river – 
Kluckwan, Haines.  A troublesome job at this 
season of the year – cold – windy – stormy.  
Fritsche goes to Haines & Porcupine to manage 
things. 
August Fritsche in vs. Porcupine Min Co. left today 
for Haines to post notices of sale of Porcupine Min. 
claims on his judgment against the Co.  Paid Henry 
Roden $100- costs myself $200.00 fees – myself & 
Roden. 

Diary 43, 1935 
March 5-9 

-5th – 
Same as usual in the office – busy. 

-6th – 
Answering correspondence. 

-7th – 
Telegram from Petersburg about the beating of a 
drunk man under arrest.  Consulted Dist. Atty. asst. 
Folta & he promised to look into the matter. 

-8th – 
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Telegram to Bert Elstad, reporting placed papers 
against Hans Wick. for beating up Holmwick, in 
hands of the U.S. Atty – who will visit Petersburg & 
make investigation 

-9th - 
Finished A.J. tax exemption letter – will send to 
parties on Monday. 

Diary 43, 1935 
March 9-10 

-9th continued 
Conference with Dr. Bunnell, Fairbanks College 
about writing history of Alaska.  He is much 
interested & will try to get an appropriation from 
Carnegie or Rockefeller Foundation to pay 
expenses. 
During Conversation I told him I intended to will my 
Alaska library to University of Alaska – which 
pleased him greatly. 

-10th - 
Sunday – but we were invited to dinner by Mr. & 
Mrs. J.J. Connors – he is U.S. Collector of 
Customs & they are fine friendly people.  We had 
an excellent dinner & a good party – cards, talk etc. 
afterwards, Jack & Mrs. Hellenthal, Dr. & Mrs. 
Boyne, Judge & Mrs. Holzheimer, Henry O’Malley 
& Mrs. Kirk. 

Diary 43, 1935 
March 11-12 

-11th – 
As usual in the office. 

-12th - 
Finished letters to Gov. Troy & R.E. Robertson, 
President Chamber of Commerce with which I will 
send each of them a copy of my statement about 
the A.J. tax exemption graft. 

The Legislature has passed a Bill changing the 
name of the Alaska Agricultural College & School 
of Mines, to the “University of Alaska.  The 
Governor arranged to sign the bill at 5 oclock this 
afternoon and has invited a group of those who are 
interested in the college to be present when he 
signs & to be photographed as a group with the 
Governor.  All of those invited were there: Ordway 
made the 
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March 12 

12 
photograph: Present: Gov. Troy, Senator and Mrs. 
Hess; President, Chas. E. Bunnell; Joe Hofman, 
Speaker of the House, Andrew Nerland:            

Shonebeck, of Anchorage;                    Legio, of 
Fairbanks; etc. 
Delivered copies of my A.J. Co. tax statement, with 
individual letter, to the Governor & to Robertson, 
President of the Chamber of Commerce, this 
afternoon.  Had a talk with the Governor who 
promises to read the statement as soon as the 
Legislature adjourns – tomorrow!  Of course I do 
not think either the Governor or the Chamber of 
Com. will do more than speak kindly to me – & put 
the statement in  a pigeon hole when I leave their 
offices! 
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March 14-15 

-14th – 
Paid ½ my city taxes today.  Other half due in 
September!  Grace paid tax on the Bishop 
Apartments - = $9000  I paid $11700 = $20700 our 
total for the year will be $41400 

-15th - 
The Twelfth Alaska Legislature adjourned sine die 
last night – the “SS Victoria waited at the dock & 
took most of its members away before midnight. 
Have offered to take Henry Roden in with me in 
any case started against the A.J. Co. on 
mandamus case to compel the officials of the City 
of Juneau to levy tax – to require payment of city 
taxes in “exemption” cases.  Mrs. Hermann 
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March 15-16 

15 
called & talked politics – she told me the story 
about McSpadden, who was said to have been 
discharged by the A.J. Co. some 5 or 6 years ago 
for stealing supplies when he worked for the Co. 
but was soon after made wharfinger at the City 
Wharf, is a Legislator etc. good family, was home, 
etc.  She is for him but repeated that story as one 
which might be brought against him.  Mrs. Krause 
wants to run – Democrat. Gave Mrs. Hermann 
copy of my A.J. Tax statement to read – she will 
return it tomorrow. 

-16th - 
Thompson divorce case set for 19th 2 oclock Elstad 
from Petersburg here to get case started against 
Hans Wickersham – preparing papers so he can 
take them back with him on Monday. 
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16 
[clipping] 

UNIVERSITY OF 
ALASKA IS NOW 
AN ACTUALITY 

Officials of Former College 
Witness Ceremony as 
Gov. Troy Signed Bill 

The Alaska Agricultural College and School of 
Mines officially became the University of Alaska 
this week when before a group of prominent 
people, all identified with the institution, Gov. John 
W. Troy placed his signature to the bill changing 
the name of the College and creating the University 
of Alaska. 

Those present at the ceremony were Charles E. 
Bunnell, President of the University and head of 
the College since its beginning, in 1921; Judge 
James Wickersham, who introduced the first bill 
creating the College in Congress while he was 
Delegate from Alaska; Luther C. Hess, President of 
the Senate; J.S. Hofman, Speaker of the House; 
Mrs. Luther C. Hess, Mrs. James Wickersham, 
A.A. Shonbeck, Andrew Nerland and George A. 
Lingo, all members of the Board of Trustees of the 
institution. 

The bill was introduced in the Twelfth Legislative 
session by Representative Lingo from the Fourth 
division, who is a graduate of the University and 
president of the Alumni Association. 

Photographs of the ceremony were taken by 
Fred Ordway, in Gov. Troy’s office showing him 
signing the bill at his desk with Mrs. Hess and Mrs. 
Wickersham seated and the others present 
standing in back.  Both the pictures and the pen 
with which the bill was signed are to be taken by 
President Bunnell to Fairbanks and will be placed 
in the University Museum. 
 
Bar Association lunch at Baileys! 
Skeek brothers, Indians, from Petersburg are here 
to get me to assist them in the Estate of Knute 
Hestness & Ana Mason Hestness – both dead - & 
guardianship of Arnold, their 9 year old son.  Am 

preparing papers for them. 
-17th – 

Sunday.  Preparing papers today for Skeek boys – 
Hestness case, & also for Bert Elstad – in Hans 
Wickersham case 

-18th – 
As usual in the office – gave Elstad papers in 
Wickersham case - & bill for $50.00 

-19th - 
Recd. letter from Farrar & Rinehart, publisher, 232 
Madison Ave. N.Y. saying 

Diary 43, 1935 
March 19 

19 
that Mr. H.M. Wilcox, one of the N.Y. group of 
witnesses here in Jan & Feby, in the case of Gross 
v Electrical Research Products, and who visited at 
our house, to whom I gave a copy of my 
Bibliography, had called on him – showed them the 
Biblio, & told them I was preparing an 
“Autobiography” of my experiences in locating the 
Alaska courts – 1900-1908, and asked me to send 
it to their Co. for inspection etc.  They are the 
publishers of Rex Beach’s books.  Of course, I will 
comply with their request. 

Recd. letter from Jones, Sec. Tacoma Lodge No. 
22 to A.M. saying record show that I joined that 
lodge June 7, 1884. from St. Paul lodge No. 500, 
Springfield Ill, and asking me for place & date of 
birth. 
Tried Thompson case – divorce for Elsie. 

Diary 43, 1935 
March 20-21 

-20th – 
My statement in the A.J. Tax case which I sent to 
the Chamber of Commerce was returned to me by 
that body with the statement that it was a matter for 
the City Council – a disputed question of law and 
the C. of C. was not interested!  This determination 
was reached by the Executive com. the statement 
was not read!  So that’s that. 

March 21 
[clipping] 

The final business item was the reading of a 
letter from Judge James Wickersham protesting an 
alleged unfair tax exemption situation between the 
Alaska Juneau Gold Mining Company and the City 
of Juneau. 
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The Executive Board, on Tuesday, had returned 
Judge Wickersham’s brief with the comment that 
the matter was not within the Chamber’s province.  
The Board recommended that Judge Wickersham 
take the situation to the City Council – which he did 
several months ago-or to a group of taxpayers, as 
such.  The Chamber upheld the Board’s action. 
 
The C of C refused to take any action on my A.J. 
tax statement!  How they cringe when the A.J. 
interests are involved!  The returned letter has not 
yet reached me – I suspect Hellenthal has it – 
copying it for future use!!  Later: 

Diary 43, 1935 
March 22 

-22- 
My letter to the Chamber of Commerce case to the 
office this afternoon with a polite letter referring it to 
the City Council.  While the letter was prepared by 
the Ex. Com of the Chamber of Commerce, the 
motion was made in the public meeting to refer it to 
the City Council, by Faulkner, the City attorney, - to 
refer it to himself – what effrontery! 
McSpadden, candidate for Mayor against 
Goldstein, was in the office – he & his friends are 
considering a public meeting Tuesday evening, at 
the Uptown Theater & want me to address the 
meeting – I agreed to do so, & hope to get 
Faulkner to appear with me in a Joint Discussion of 
the A.J. Exemption and the Companys refusal, 
under Faulkners advice, to pay its city taxes on its 
exempt 29.06 acres where its mill stands! 

Diary 43, 1935 
March 23-25 

-23- 
Working yesterday & today on Brief in Hamblet v 
Peerless & Alaska Ketchikan Gold Min. Co. case to 
be tried in Ketchikan in April – 12th or later.  
Peterson telegraphed me to meet him there at that 
time prepared to try the case. 

-24th – 
Working on Brief in Hamblet case. 

-25- 
Answering correspondence.  McSpadden candidate 
for Mayor –vs Izzy Goldstein comes into see me – 
promises to support suit to attack A.J. Col. 
exemption from city taxation.  I will vote for him – 
for he looks honest & talks in the way I like, but he 

wont say what I want in public. 

Diary 43, 1935 
March 26-27 

-26th – 
Have finished my brief in Hamblet case. 
I am pasting Alaska photographs in books in my 
library in the evenings.  Recd. demand from 
Collector of Customs at Tacoma to remit $119.03 
back tax on 1932 Income tax – its unfair for I paid 
my tax in 1933 – but will be forced to comply or be 
further taxed at 12% per annum! 

-27th - 
The city election (April 1) is more active than usual 
– Goldstein, present mayor is a candidate & is 
supported by the Empire & Jim Connors.  
McSpadden is a candidate – while Crozier & 
Boggan are candidates of the Labor Unions – all 
this is in the interest of Goldstein, 

Diary 43, 1935 
March 27-30 

-27th continued 
and may elect him by a minority vote for it seems a 
majority of the voters are opposed to him.  It is a 
hard fight & I intend to vote for McSpadden, though 
I doubt if he will be elected.  I gave his campaign 
committee $1000 for their case. 

-28th – 
Working on Hamblet case, received telegram from 
Chas. I. Peterson Hamblets leading counsel saying 
he will be in Ketchikan on the 8th of April ready for 
trial on the 12th. 

-29th – 
Same as usual in the office. 

-30th - 
Seward Day – Treaty of Cession by which Alaska 
was acquired from Russia, Mch 30, 1867. 

Diary 43, 1935 
March 31- 
April 3 

-31st – 
Sunday – worked in library putting my photographs 
of Alaska scenes etc in books.  Writing letters. 

-April 1st 1935 
In the office as usual – nothing new. 

-April 2nd – 
City Election day.  There are 1998 registered 
voters – a fine day a good vote – much excitement.  
Also big air plane meet in the new field out near 
Mendenhall.  The Pac. Alaska Airways big plane 



took off for Fairbanks. 
-April 3rd - 

I. Goldstein reelected Mayor by 42 votes over 
McSpadden.  I voted for McSpadden. 

Diary 43, 1935 
April 4-5 

-4th – 
Same as usual – but I have a severe attack of cold 
– and stay at home. 

-5th - 
Dave Femmer, prop. of the Femmer wharf, is 
having trouble to keep the Northland SS. Co. form 
leaving his wharf & leasing the City Dock:  He 
wishes me to appear for him before the City 
Council tonight & protect his interest:  Later one 
Knight, representing the Northland Co. seems to 
be scared for he is scowring the town hunting for 
Femmer!  The law does not give the City power to 
act as agent for the Northland Co. – which wishes 
to unload all its freight “at ships tackle” & get the 
city to do all the business of collecting freight, 
paying & hiring longshoremen etc. in short running 
the wharf business for the Co. & that the City 
cannot do – according to law. 

Diary 43, 1935 
April 5-6 

-5th – 
Meeting of City Council.  I presented the legal point 
& Femmer the personal – council “cocky” & I think 
of the Alaska SS. Co. could employ the city as 
Agent for several years the Northland Co. can 
lawfully do the same.  Took the matter under 
advisement & will leave it to Faulkner again!! 

-6th - 
Bar Assoc. lunch.  We discussed the bill for 
creation of a Ter. Supreme Court. 
Am suffering with hayfever in my nose. 
Will go to Ketchikan tomorrow on the Alaska – 
tomorrow or Monday, to attend court & try Hamblet 
mining case.  Late this evening Femmer called me 
up & made a date tomorrow morning 

Diary 43, 1935 
April 6-7 

6 
for an interview between us with Knight, 
representing the Northland Fer. Co.  Said K- 
wished to have the proposal for the lease of the 
City wharf & the employment of the City as Agents, 
laid on the table.  It seems K- is now convinced 
that there is so much doubt about the power of the 

City Council to accept the proposal made by him 
for the Northland Co. that the City act as the agent 
for the Co. that he prefers to withdraw & make 
arrangements with Femmer & wharf. 

-7th - 
Met Femmer & Knight at my office (Sunday) & I am 
to see Faulkner, City Atty. tomorrow morning & try 
and arrange withdrawal & tat the whole matter be 
laid on the table - & closed with the city, so he, 
Knight can conclude his agreement for lease of the 
Femmer dock!  Sick with cold. 

Diary 43, 1935 
April 8-9 

-8th – 
Nothing new in Femmer Dock matter. 
Am suffering with the ragged end of a bad cold, but 
will go to Ketchikan tonight on the “Alaska” 

-9th - 
Left Juneau last night at 8 p.m.  Roden goes with 
me but will stop off at Petersburg. 
In Wrangell narrows this morning, bad birth on the 
boat & am tired and half sick. 
While our boat lay at the wharf at Wrangell I called 
on John G. Grant.  He looks old & sick – so 
different from the bright red-faced Johnnie I have 
known for so many years.  Called on other 
business men – the town looks good.  We reached 
Ketchikan about 6 oclock & I went to the “Ingersoll” 
hotel.  Peterson & Lyle, attorney & clients are at 
the “Gilmore” hotel. 

Diary 43, 1935 
April 9-10 

9 
ready for trial in our mining case when the court will 
hear us.  Judge Alexander also at “Gilmore.”  I got 
a good room – 222”  corner room – but my cold is 
worse – rather my cough – sent a telegram back to 
Roden not to come etc. 

-10th - 
I had another bad night with my cough – it is 
located in my bronchial tubes - & I whistle like a 
steam calliope – it’s a blank nuisance – but no pain 
– just a nuisance.  Woke early & sent another 
telegram, after talk with Peterson last night, asking 
him to come for case looks doubtful to Peterson.  
Cough bad & called Dr. Ellis who says not bad, but 
gave me prescription to allay the irritation in my 
throat & quiet my cough.  But he instructed me to 
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remain 

Diary 43, 1935 
April 10 

10 
in bed all day & take medicine regularly  Late this 
afternoon he (Peterson) called & informed me that 
he had made a settlement for our clients with the 
defendants!!  We are to meet with them tomorrow 
morning & reduce the settlement to a written 
agreement.  He seemed to be timid & I fear made 
the settlement on that basis, for I think & so told 
him yesterday, that we had a safe case – but, 
anyway, he settled it.  Sometimes even a poor 
settlement is better than a fight when you are in 
doubt.  I fear that my sickness last night may have 
influenced him – maybe not!  In view of this aspect 
of the matter I will go hoe tomorrow afternoon on 
the SS. “Northwestern.”  Hope they can pay me at 
least a fair part of fee. 

Diary 43, 1935 
April 11 

-11th - 
[clipping] 

MINE PROPERTY 
SUIT WILL BEGIN 

HERE TOMORROW 
Prospector Seeks to Recover 

Option Let 8 Years Ago, 
Not Paid For 

The mine litigation case, involving Thorne arm 
properties that have long been the subject of 
speculation here regarding the possibility of being 
developed to become paying ground and payroll 
producers for the Ketchikan district, is slated to 
start before Judge George F. Alexander in the 
district court at 2 o’clock tomorrow afternoon. 

Suit is brought by Joseph Hamblet, local Indian 
prospector who located the involved group, 
seeking to invalidate an option he let in 1927 to the 
Alaska Ketchikan Mining company, owner of some 
50 other claims. 

Hamblet, who claims that the company never 
paid for the involved property and has been holding 
and developing it on the option which has expired, 
is represented by Judge James Wickersham, 
former Alaskan delegate to congress and C.T. 

Peterson, a Tacoma attorney.  A.H. Ziegler is 
pleading the case for the defense. 

Judge Wickersham arrived here from his home in 
Juneau last night. 

The property in question is considered one of the 
most promising in the district but has been avoided 
by interested capital seeking to invest, largely 
because it has continually been the center of legal 
difficulty. 

The claims Hamblet located are a strategic 
group, containing the water power site for future 
development and also have been the center of 
development activities that have taken an 
expenditure reputedly neighboring $100,000. 

Tacoma capital is the principal behind the Alaska 
Ketchikan Mining company, the defense.  This 
however is not to be confused with the fact that Mr. 
Peterson who is also from Tacoma is attorney for 
the plaintiff. 

Starting tomorrow, it is expected that the trial will 
last for three weeks. 
 
Case settled – too bad, for we had a good case, & 
cold have won easily.  We met in Zeigler’s office & 
read the agreements & court entered the final 
judgment we agreed on.  Sorry, now, that I sent for 
Roden – but in case of the trial he would have 
been of assistance for he knew the witnesses & 
surroundings. 
Peterson agreed to pay me $400. in addition to 
$100. paid for costs & expenses. 

Diary 43, 1935 
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-12th – 
We left Ketchikan last evening on the 
“Northwestern”  I am still suffering with a bad 
cough – influenza and cigars 
Roden will stop off at Petersburg – will send word 
by telegraph to Peterson that “sorry to miss you – 
send by mail.” etc which refers to the failure to 
meet me at the boat when I left Ketchikan & pay 
me the $40000 agreed on for my fee.  A beautiful 
day at sea – sun – showers, snow!  Reached home 
at 6 oclock - & how glad I was to get there.  I love 
my Juneau home, & Grace is such a good home 
worker.  I am still coughing – but much better than 



when I went away. 
-13th - 

office – correspondence etc.  I am much pleased to 
have another letter from 

Diary 43, 1935 
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13 
Mr. Stanley M. Rinehart, of Farrar & Rinehart, 
publishers 232 Madison Ave. N.Y. saying “I am 
glad to know that you’ll send your Manuscript (Old 
Yukon Trails) to us for consideration.”  I hope he 
wont be disappointed!  Also another letter from 
Wilcox giving me the facts about his visit to these 
publishers to recommend Me rather than my Ms.  
In his letter Mr. Wilcox says: “Your letter of March 
21st was received today.  I was so vastly impressed 
with the abundant material on Alaska in your library 
and was so interested in my conversations with 
you on the history of Alaska and on your own 
personal experiences that I took the liberty of 
calling on Mr. Stanley Rinehart soon after my 
return and apparently 
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13 
imparted some of my enthusiasm to him.  Farrar & 
Rinehart and Simon Schuster are about the only 
publishing firms in New York who are making any 
money today.  XX  The former are considered the 
leading publishers of books today due largely to 
their success with Anthony Adverse.” 
I am gratified of what I have done may result in 
bringing to the reading public some of the material 
which you have, and anything that I may have 
done here I feel is very small compared with the 
courtesy extended to all of us by you and Mrs. 
Wickersham during your stay in Juneau.  If I can be 
of any help to you at any time I will consider it a 
privilege to have you call on me.  With Kindest 
regards to Mrs. Wickersham & Ruth I am, sincerely 
yours, H.M. Wilcox 

Diary 43, 1935 
April 14-16 

-14th – 
Sunday.  Wrote letter to Darrell & remained at 
home resting to cure up cold - & cough – getting 
better. 

-15th – 
In office as usual, correspondence. 

-16th - 

The SS. Alaska in from the south – filled with 
immigrants from the States going into the 
Matanuska & other Alaska points to settle(?) 
A. Young Wickersham going to Valdez Creek to 
work with his father – mining – called & talked.  
Seems to be a fine young fellow.  The Government 
is putting on a Colonization Scheme for the 
Matanuska valley – hope it is good!   
Am writing letters to Winden, Tacoma, and Adoll B 
Englund, Enumclaw approving the settlement by 
Englund, Atty. of Nan’s Estate & caring for Harrys 
interest – but assuming no responsibility – too far 
away. 

Diary 43, 1935 
April 17-19 

-17- 
Trying to get judgment & costs arranged so Si. 
Hellenthal will pay me the sum of $250.00 he 
agreed to pay my clients for the Nat. Surety Co. in 
the Matheson case.  Si. got the money from the 
Co. but refuses to pay it to my client as agreed 
upon – hold it against himself. 

-18th – 
In the office as usual.  Prepared a new Will today & 
signed same in duplicate.  Elsie E. Jensen and 
Nelson I Beers signed the same as subscribing 
witnesses.  Revoked my former will etc. 

-19th - 
Same as usual in the office:  Roden is at last, 
studying my brief & statement in the A.J. case & 
says he will assist me in presenting it to the court.  
I have written 
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to Winden, at Tacoma, and Englund lawyer at 
Enumclaw, to settle Nan’s estate & save what they 
can for Harry, but to make the Estate pay Nan’s 
debts & save Harold from expense in what he did 
in the matter. 
We had a dinner tonight at the Gastineau Hotel – 
Grace, Ruth & I, and enjoyed it – though I think 
Grace is a better cook than the hotel chef. 

-April 20th 1935- 
The “North Sea,” a Northland SS. Co. boat made 
her first appearance at the Juneau dock this 
morning.  She is a good looking craft – that Co. is 
growing like the Alaska SS. Co did years ago. 
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-21st -  Easter Sunday 
The weatherman yesterday said “Rain” 
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but it did not rain – the sun shone brightly – the sky 
was blue, the ladies came out with new hats & 
bright garments – it was a glorious Easter Sunday.  
I attended Church with Grace – Ruth has charge of 
the Choir-music, and her Cantata was equal to the 
bright sun and blue sky.  Ruth is an active, hard 
working girl, a fine musician – and has drilled the 
choir constantly & successfully!  I especially 
enjoyed the Junior Choir – whose voices were 
even more sweet to my ear than those of the 
senior grade.  The church was crowded – Rev. 
Glasse, Pres. minister seemed to be very pleased 
with the music – an hour long and perfectly timed – 
big choir. 

Diary 43, 1935 
April 22-23 

-April 22nd – 1935- 
“Jack and Peggy” Davidson came into the office 
this morning to tell my “goodbye.”  They are 
starting on the way back to Washington whence 
they came a year & a half ago to work in geological 
map making in the local office.  They came to our 
home – where they had a room until Ruths arrival 
caused them to move.  They were a newly married 
couple, happy and gay, & we enjoyed them very 
much.  They now go back to their Washington 
home and office.  They have been very popular 
among the young people here. 

-23rd - 
As usual in the office:  Learn that the Northland 
Trans. Co – now controlled by Gilbert Skinner, has 
arranged with the City of Juneau, to occupy the 
“City Dock” & leave the Femmer Dock: it is an 
illegal act! 

Diary 43, 1935 
April 24 

-24th - 
Femmer asks me to take up his fight against the 
Northland Trans. Co. to prevent the City form 
entering into a contract to act as the Agent for the 
Co. at the city dock.  The Co. to dump all freight on 
the city dock, - the city, through its officials & 
employees, to act as Agent – to collect freight 
moneys, employ & pay longshoremen, and assume 

all obligations of every kind!  Of course the city 
could lease the dock to the Co. but it seems clear 
to me that it cannot carry on the business of 
wharfinger and Agent under a contract with the Co.  
The final conclusion of the contract – under the 
guidance of Faulkner (City Atty, & attorney for the 
Co.) will be concluded at a special meeting of the 
city council tonight.  I have asked Henry Roden & 
Beers to attend the meeting tonight & report the 
proceedings. 

Diary 43, 1935 
April 24-26 

-24 continued 
Femmer asks me to give him an opinion & 
undertake the case – to enjoin the city if they make 
such an agreement, etc. 

-25th – 
Same as yesterday: City council had a secret 
meeting last night & approved contract with 
Northern Trans. Co. to employ City as agent at City 
Dock. 

-26th - 
Working on a law brief in the matter of the removal 
of the Northern Transportation Co. from Femmer’s 
wharf to the City wharf.  It is a political “job” in favor 
of the mayor and others who own property near the 
City Wharf – and the law points involved are very 
interesting.  A suit may grow out of it. 

Diary 43, 1935 
April 27 

-27th 
My Ms. “Old Yukon Trails” came back at my 
request – from Erickson, and the Lowman-Hanford 
Book Store, Seattle, and I am to correct, etc. and 
send it to Farrar & Rinehart, 232 Madison Ave. 
N.Y.  Mr. Wilcox, who visited with us in Jan. & Feb. 
with his associates representing Electrical 
Research Co. as witnesses in the suit vs. Gross, 
had the kindness on his return to N.Y. – his home – 
to call on Rinehart & do a “sales talk” in favor of my 
Ms. & Rinehart wrote to me asking me to send him 
the Ms. for examinations & publication if it came up 
to the necessary standard – so I must get it ready 
to go back on this boat on Monday. 

Diary 43, 1935 
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-28th – 
Sunday.  Working in my library making some slight 
conclusions & writing a letter to Farrar & Rinehart – 
publishers 232 Madison Ave. N.Y about my Ms. 



“Old Yukon Trails. 
-29th - 

Finished corrections, etc. on Ms. & wrote letter to 
Stanley M. Rinehart, publisher 232 Madison Ave. 
N.Y. & put the Ms. letter etc. and a copy of my 
Bibliography in the express office directed to 
Rinehart.  I sincerely hope he is kind hearted. 

My old Valdez friend Charlie Kramer mining 
engineer called this morning at my office, while his 
boat is at the wharf – talked to him again about 
ibex – straight horned sheep – he once told me 
existed 

Diary 43, 1935 
April 29 

29 
in the mountains along the copper river.  He again 
assured me that such animals existed there – now 
reduced to probably a single band found only in the 
Wrangell mountains.  He said they could be found 
& specimens obtained by some of his prospectors.  
I offered to pay $5000 for a head & he said he 
would put in another $50.  and try and get some of 
the prospectors to bring in one.  He specially 
mentioned one big ram, well known as the “Crinkly 
Horn” – etc  He is going south on todays boat but 
will soon return to the Copper river & will make an 
attempt to get one of these animals.  He says they 
are called “Crinkly Horns”!! 

Diary 43, 1935 
April 30- 
May 2 

-30th – 
Same as usual in the office.  We have borrowed 
the contract which the City has recently made with 
the Northland Trans. Co. for acting as Agent for the 
Trans Co. at the City Dock.  I think the contract is 
ultra vires and void for want of power on the part of 
the city. 

Ruth Coffin, Grace’s Niece, went to Ketchikan 
yesterday in charge of the public school’s group of 
musicians – to take part in a Territorial musical 
test. 

May 1st 1935 
Working on brief in City Dock case. 

May 2nd  
As usual in the office: Dog tripped me on street fell 
& hurt my side – but not seriously. 

Diary 43, 1935 
May 3-6 

-May 3rd – 
Writing my complaint in the City Dock case. 

-4th – 
Same as usual in the office.  Attended Bar 
Association luncheon, Bailey Café. 
Finished my complaint in City dock case. 

-5th – 
Sunday – raining – reading in library 

-6th - 
Same as usual – wrote letter to Rinehart (Farrar & 
R) N.Y. suggesting that in view of the intense 
national interest in the attempt of the Roosevelt 
administration to colonize the Matanuska valley 
with Homesteaders a new – last – chap, be added 
to my Ms. Old Yukon Trails covering the project! 

Diary 43, 1935 
May 7 

-7th - 
Having my complaint in City Dock case typed – so 
as to be ready for signatures if Femmer wishes to 
continue the matter!  Roden seems to be indifferent 
to the matter, but I am determined to go through 
with it!  Ruth came home today & says she and her 
chorus of school girls & boys had a fine time on 
their weeks trip to Ketchikan. 

Femmer called & we talked the matter of his suit 
over & he is wavering whether or not to bring the 
suit – will let me know in a day or two!  He is 
scared. 

Diary 43, 1935 
May 8 

-May 8th 1935 - 
Received following telegram today: 

“Seattle, Wash. May 7th 1935” 
Honorable James Wickersham, Juneau, Alaska. 
I have the honor to advise you that upon the 
recommendation of the faculty with the individual 
members of the Board of Trustees concurring at 
the Annual Commencement of the Alaska 
Agricultural College and School of Mines on May 
twenty this institution will confer upon you if you 
can be present the honorary Degree of Doctor of 
Laws.  stop.  Arrived from Washington this morning 
sailing Saturday  stop  Am hoping you and Mrs. 
Wickersham will be sailing north with me Better 
wire me Frye Hotel if you can attend 
Commencement May twenty. 

Charles E. Bunnell, President 
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D.B. Femmer finally determined to bring suit 
against the city of Juneau & the Northern 

Diary 43, 1935 
May 8 

8 
Transportation Co. to restrain the executions of a 
contract between the City and the Company, for 
the city employment of the city to carry on the 
business of wharfinger as the agent of the Co.  
Papers filed -& served on city – delivery to the clerk 
of certified copies of Comp. and Sum. 
I sent a night telegram to Judge Bunnell tonight in 
answer to his, saying that I could go with him to 
Fairbanks next Tuesday – but inquired if Grace’s 
trip was to be official – if not the depression would 
keep her at home! 
 
[clipping] 

MISS COFFIN 
TO TELL C.C. 
OF FESTIVAL 

Instructor Who Went with 
Students to Ketchikan 

Honored Tomorrow 
To tell members about the recent trip of the 

Juneau High School singers to Ketchikan for the 
first annual Southeast Alaska Musical Festival, 
Miss Ruth Coffin, music instructor, will be the 
honored speaker at the Juneau Chamber of 
Commerce luncheon tomorrow noon at Bailey’s 
Café. 

Miss Coffin accompanied the group of ten young 
men and women who returned here yesterday from 
a successful appearance in the First City.  Just 
what may come of this Music Festival, and what it 
may mean to Juneau are two topics which Miss 
Coffin may choose to discuss tomorrow. 

A second honored guest will be Dr. Cassius 
Carter, newly appointed physician at the 
Government Hospital who arrived here from the 
[end] 
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-9th – 
Attended meeting of the Chamber of Commerce at 
noon.  Ruth Coffin, Grace’s niece, made a verbal 
report on the trip of the Juneau musician’s – school 

girls & boys – to Ketchikan last week.  She talked 
for 15 minutes & made a good talk which seemed 
to please the members, & she was well applauded. 
Copy of Comp & Sum. sent to Harry McCain 
Ketchikan, for service on Arnold, agent of Northern 
Trans. Co. 

-10th - 
Same as usual in the office.  Wrote to Darrell & 
sent him copy of Bunnells telegram asking me to 
go with him to Fairbanks to accept degree of 
Doctor of Laws etc.  Do not mention it locally. 

Diary 43, 1935 
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-11th – 
Saturday.  Bar Assoc. meeting, nothing new. 

-12th – 
Have prepared a few sentences & notes on the 
condition of Law & Government in Russian 
America prior to the Purchase of Alaska on Mch 
30th 1867.  It may be I will be called upon at 
Fairbanks for short address on the occasion of 
ceremony of receiving degree & these notes will 
suffice for that occasion. 

-13th - 
Preparing to go to Fairbanks on trial tomorrow with 
President Bunnell & Dean Bolton, of the University 
of Washington – the latter will deliver the 
Commencement Day address at the College – the 
University of Alaska.  Everything in the office ok.  
Grace will not go with me. 

Diary 43, 1935 
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-14th – 
Left Juneau today on the SS. Alaska, Grace got 
me already – but could not go with me, for the Bd 
of Trustees of the Univ. of Alaska does not meet 
until May 31 & June 1st when she will make the trip.  
Left at 130 President Bunnell is on the boat – he 
looks badly – having had a month of arthrytus 
(arthitrus) or however you spell it as Darrell says.  
From his appearance and symptoms it seems 
more like a stroke of paralysis than rheumatism as 
he calls it.  Dean Batton, of the University of 
Washington, is with President Bunnell going to the 
Commencement at Fairbanks to deliver the 
Address to the class of graduates – as I did last 
year.  Also “Cap” R.E. Lathrop, member of the Bd. 
of trustees of the Fairbanks College.  Also my 



friends Milo Kelly, of Wasilla, going home. 
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Also Charles Simonstead whom I have known 
since we first met in Valdez in 1904 and John          
one of the first locators on Ready Bullion & Ester 
Creek also in 1904.  All my friends seem pleased 
to see me & I am certainly glad to be with them 
again.  I have one of the best rooms on the boat 
and the weather is perfect as we go out into the 
Pacific tonight.  As Judge Bunnell and I passed out 
the door on the way to get a cocktail before dinner I 
passed a handsomely dressed man who seemed 
to look like some one I knew – but I did not & did 
not of course speak to him.  When he met Bunnell 
following me I heard his voice as he spoke to B- 
and quickly recognized him by his voice – it was 
“Cap” Lathrop – one of the Bd. of Trustees, who 
had jointed with all the other members of the Board 
in requesting Bunnell to confer the degree 
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of Doctor of Laws upon.  I turned back & spoke to 
him & apologized by saying I did not at first 
recognize him.  He seemed in a good humor & 
feely forgave my want of recognition & invited us to 
his handsome private apartment where he gave us 
the desired cocktail & afterward heated me in a 
friendly way.  A beautiful night – a calm sea – but I 
did not enjoy my bed. 

-15th – 
A beautiful clear day & a calm sea – with a north 
wind.  At 8 oclock this evening we are in Prince 
William Sound.  Had a splendid view of Cape St. 
Elias – good meals & rest.  We will be in Cordova 
at 1130 and I hope to sea some of my friends there.  
Will write a letter to Grace – it will go back on this 
boat. 

-16th - 
Cordova to Valdez – Drier Bay & 
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Seward some time during the night.  Met many old 
friends at Valdez & had many hours of pleasant 
talk with Milo Kelly & Chas. Simonstead! 

-17th – 
Visited my friends at Seward this morning Joe 
Badger & Mike Sullivan & others.  Train to 
Anchorage  lunch there – saw Keller, Chas. 
Settlemier, Editor Anchorage Times & others. 
Reached Curry tonight late – tired and worn out.  
Judge Bunnell looks bad after his month in the 
hospital in Washington. 

-18th - 
Train from Curry to Fairbanks.  We saw ptarmigan 
on B   Pass, cariboo and band of white mountain 
sheep on mountain sides above Healy. 
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band of caribou along side the railway on the 
Nenana below Healy, rabbits etc.  We had lunch at 
Healy – met friends at Nenana & arrived in 
Fairbanks at 430 this evening.  Took a room at the 
Nordale Hotel etc.  Had a long, pleasant 
conversation with Mr. Heisley, member of Carstens 
Packing Co. – a fine man, on the train.  He was 
greatly interested in the wide flat Tanana valley – 
thinks it fit for cattle raising!!  Had dinner this 
evening with Charlie & Eva Taylor at their very 
comfortable home, me Dick Sundquists father from 
Candle, Kotzebue Sound, & many of my old 
friends.  Fairbanks looks fine – a growing city.  I am 
proud to be hailed as one of its founders – 
President Bunnell in answer to my inquiry as to 
what I shall do or say  
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in the function of receiving the degree of Doctor of 
Laws answered:  Keep still and look wise – we will 
do the balance. 

Sunday – 19th – 
Visited with friends & found many.  Out to the 
college – had dinner with the College Faculty – 
examined the farm, hogs, cows etc.  Later attended 
reception to the graduation class – 16 boys & girls.  
Mr. & Mrs. Hess – Clarks, and others present.  
Fitted for cap & gown & ready for tomorrow.  
Fairbanks looks prosperous. 

-20th - 
Attended the Commencement day exercises at the 
Agri Col. & School of Mines today.  Dean Bolton 
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delivered a fine address, the graduating class etc. 
and I was given the  

Diary 43, 1935 
May 20 

20 
honorary degree of Doctor of Laws, by President 
Bunnell – my only remark when it was concluded 
was “Thank you.” 
Visited the Eilson Memorial Building for which I 
moved the first sod last May.  Only one story yet, 
but it is filled with the archaeological collection 
gathered by Giest, from St. Lawrence island.  
Received a telegram of congratulation from Grace, 
Ruth & Beers, & locally from hundreds of friends 
who give me much credit for the creation of the 
College.  Judge Bunnell was exceedingly kind & 
gave me much attention.  He had a severe spell of 
sickness while in Washington a month ago & 
shows the effects of his sickness yet.  Spent the 
afternoon gathering data about the toll controversy 
over the Richardson Highway 
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[commencement program] 

The Thirteenth Annual 
COMMENCEMENT 

of the  
Alaska Agricultural College 

and 
School of Mines 
[seal of college] 

Monday, May Twentieth 
Nineteen Hundred Thirty-Five 

 
GRADUATING 
----------------- 

ROBERT ALLAN BOWMAN 
Bachelor of Science in Metallurgy 

EDITH LOUISE CLAUSEN 
Bachelor of Arts in Arts and Letters 

THOMAS OTTO GIVAN 
Bachelor of Science in Business Admin. 

FLORA JANE HARPER 
Bachelor of Science in Home Economics Educ. 

PATRICIA HAZEL HERING 
Bachelor of Science in General Science 

JEAN C. HUNTER 
Bachelor of Science in Business Admin. 

HELEN ELIZABETH JUNES 
Bachelor of Science in Business Admin. 

AMELIA ELLEN KRAMER 
Bachelor of Arts in Arts and Letters 

ALICE SACHICO MIKAMI 
Bachelor of Science in Business Admin. 

MARY ELIZABETH SCHEFFLER 
Bachelor of Science in Business Admin. 

AGNES E. SCHLOSSER 
Bachelor of Arts in Arts and Letters 

EARL GUSTAV SCHULTZ 
Bachelor of Science in Mining Engineering 

IVAR SKARLAND 
Bachelor of Arts in Arts and Letters 
JAMES THEODORE STEWART 

Bachelor of Science in Civil Engineering 
BRUCE IRA THOMAS 

Bachelor of Science in Mining Engineering 
 

PROGRAM 
---------------- 

PROCESSIONAL 
INVOCATION                       Rev. S.A. Eline, S.J. 
VIOLIN SOLO                       Miss Virginia Brown 
COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS 
                                             Dr. Frederick E. Bolton 
       Dean Emeritus of the School of Education 
       University of Washington 
VOCAL SOLO                      James T. Hutchison 
PRESENTATION OF DIPLOMAS 
                                             Mrs. Luther C. Hess 
        Secretary of the Board of Trustees  
CONFERRING HONORARY DEGREE 
                                  Hon. James Wickersham, 
                                  Doctor of Laws 
ANNOUNCEMENTS            President Bunnell 
BENEDICTION                    Rev. John E. Youel 

RECESSIONAL 
 
[clipping] 

DOCTOR OF LAWS DEGREE 
GIVEN JUDGE WICKERSHAM, 



DIPLOMAS AND HONORS 
AWARDED TO STUDENTS 

Exercises comprising the thirteenth and last 
Commencement of the Alaska Agricultural College 
and School of Mines were held in the College 
Gymnasium at 10 o’clock this morning.  The 
institution, as President Charles E. Bunnell stated 
in his announcements at the end of the program, 
will assume July 1 by authority of the Territorial 
Legislature, its new name of University of Alaska. 

Chief features of the program today were the 
address of Dr. Frederick E. Bolton, Dean of the 
School of Education at the University of 
Washington, the conferring of the honorary degree 
of Doctor of Laws to Hon. James Wickersham 
formerly Alaska’s Delegate to Congress and 
previously United States district judge, the 
awarding of diplomas to the graduates ands the 
announcement of the Honors by President Bunnell. 
 
[clipping] 

Judge James Wickersham, formerly Alaska’s 
Delegate to Congress and previously United States 
district judge, arrived in Fairbanks Saturday to 
attend the last commencement exercises of the 
Alaska Agricultural College and School of Mines.  
He received today the first honorary degree of 
Doctor of Laws that the College has ever awarded. 

Judge Wickersham, when a member of 
Congress introduced the bill that brought the 
College into existence, and on the 4th of July, 1915 
delivered an address at the laying of the 
cornerstone of the College.  Last year, he delivered 
the Commencement address. 

Diary 43, 1935 
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-21st – 
Visiting my friends in Fairbanks today. 
Assisted truckmen & others interested in opposing 
freight tolls on the Richardson Highway. 
Called on Nash, local Supt. Alaska Road 
Commission who gave me all data he had in 
relation thereto – but on further inquiry I found the 
amount of freight transported by trucks over the 
Highway to be so small as to be negligible and not 
enough to justify bringing suit to restrain officials 

from collecting same.  I prepared a telegram to 
Delegate Dimond for the truckmen setting out the 
facts etc. which they signed and forwarded to him.  
Called on Bob Bloom & many others.  Invited to 
dinner at Chas. E. Taylors: Clarks, Judge Clegg, 
Johnsons & present – a very nice dinner. 

Diary 43, 1935 
May 21-22 

-21st – 
Called on Mrs. McIntosh & her mother, had long 
talk with George Smith about my Ester Creek 
mining claim etc etc.  Met young Libby, son of 
Daniel Libby, W.U. Tel man at Libbysville, R.A. in 
1866, who sold me the “Esquimeaux” & pictures.  
He is working in the Fairbanks mines. 

-22nd - 
Invited to 7 a.m. breakfast at Hess’.  Present Dean 
Patty & wife, of Fbks College, Dean Bolton, U. of 
W. Mr. & Mrs. Hess’ & myself. 

Left Fairbanks at 830 a.m. on U.S. Ry.  Dr. 
Bunnell met me at the College depot gave me a 
copy of “Denali” the college year book, 
autographed, and returned my copy of Russ Am 
Charter of 1844.  Reached Curry Hotel for the night 
– we will go in the morning.  Will be very glad to get 
home.  I am tired of travel. 

Diary 43, 1935 
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23rd  
Good nights rest at Curry & then on to Anchorage.  
Arthur Thompson, Cuddy & another friend met me 
at the depot & took Dean Bolton & me to the 
restaurant for lunch.  I had the misfortune to lose 
my cane here, but at the train, when I just missed it 
I asked Arthur Thompson to find it and forward it to 
Juneau.  The Matanuska farmers were drawing 
numbers for their lands at Palmer Station, but we 
did not come by there.  Reached Seward at 6 p.m.  
the boat will reach there at 1 p.m. tomorrow. 

-24th - 
A government vessel “St. Michael” brought the last 
group of Matanuska farmers in 
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during the night & they entrained & left for their 
Matanuska valley homes this morning.  We left 
here at 1 p.m. for the south.  Landed at Valdez – 
saw a lot of my friends & at Cordova at 10 p.m. & 
thence into the Gulf of Alaska. 
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-25th - 
The sea is not rough but the boat rolls some 
though I do not miss a meal nor a cigar.  Have 
written a long letter to Darrell & posted it on the 
boat.  We will be “inside” at midnight & at Juneau 
at 9 a.m.  I have, as usual gathered a bad cold, but 
I’ve taken all the boxes and bottles of cough 
medicine Grace put in my back  - and it acted, and 
I will be well ahead when we reach Juneau in the 
morning. 
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-26th – 
Sunday – Crossed the Gulf of Alaska rather rough 
– but I got along without a touch of mal de mere. 

-27th – 
At Juneau at 8 a.m.  Home never looked so good 
to me.  I am tired by a nights rest will cure that. 

-28th – 
Attending to correspondence etc. 

-29th – 
Same as yesterday. 

-30th - 
Decoration Day – raining & bad. 
I am writing a short letter in answer to an attack on 
Alaska & especially the Matanuska valley 
colonization plans – to send to the Time magazine 
in which 
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30 
Andrew Christensen, land grant for the Alaska 
Railroad published his attack – will be short.  “See 
Times for May 20th” – for Christensons letter. 
“Empire” has short Article on my receiving degree 
at Fairbanks Agri Col. & Sch. of Mines 
 
[clipping] 

THE DAILY ALASKA EMPIRE, WEDNESDAY, 
MAY 29, 1935 

WICKERSHAM IS  
HOME FROM TRIP 

TO FAIRBANKS 
Honorary Degree in Law 

Received by Judge at 
University of Alaska 

[photo of Wickersham] 
JUDGE WICKERSHAM 

Judge James Wickersham, who introduced the 
bill creating the Alaska Agricultural College and 
School of Mines when Delegate to Congress from 
Alaska in 1915, returned this week from Fairbanks 
where he received an honorary degree in law at 
the Commencement Exercises of the College on 
May 20. 

The presentation of the degree was made by 
President Charles E. Bunnell following an address 
in which he told of the great interest Judge 
Wickersham had shown in the College from its 
beginning and of his long career in Alaska, as 
Judge of the Fourth Division for eight years and his 
years as Delegate to Congress. 

Laid Cornerstone 
Judge Wickersham not only introduced the bill 

creating the College, but in 1917, following the 
passage of the bill in the Territorial Legislature 
which passed the original appropriation for the 
establishment of the institution, laid the 
cornerstone for the first building to be erected at 
College, Alaska. 

The commencement exercises this year, at 
which Dean Frederick E. Bolton, of the University 
of Washington made the address, were most 
impressive and diplomas were presented to sixteen 
graduates of the institution, Judge Wickersham 
said. 

New Name Popular 
Students and faculty members are enthusiastic 

about the change in the name of the College from 
Diary 43, 1935 
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[clipping continued] 
the Alaska Agricultural College and School of 
Mines to the University of Alaska, which will go into 
effect on June 1, Judge Wickersham said.  The 
Board of Regents, of which Mrs. Wickersham is a 
member, is to meet at College on July 1, to 
formally organize under the new name. 

“I feel extremely flattered and pleased at having 
this honorary law degree conferred upon me and 
deeply appreciate the honor,” Judge Wickersham 
said. 

The honorary degree conferred upon Judge 



Wickersham is the second to be presented by the 
Alaska Agricultural College and School of Mines, 
Col. James G. Steese, formerly head of the Alaska 
Road Commission, received an honorary degree at 
the Commencement Exercises in 1932. 

Judge Wickersham made the trip into Fairbanks 
by way of Seward and the Alaska Railroad, and 
was in the Interior only a few days between trains. 

One of Judge Wickersham’s outstanding 
achievements during his years in Alaska has been 
the assembling of the most complete and valuable 
collections of books and historical data regarding 
the Territory which is privately owned.  The 
collection, which contains many original and 
irreplaceable manuscripts of great historical 
importance, as well as books which are invaluable, 
is listed in the Bibliography on Alaska which he 
published several years ago. 

May 31, 1935 
Spent the day in closing up correspondence & 
sending out bills for money due to me for services 
as attorney etc.  Sent draft to Donald W. Lyle, 
Tacoma for $200 & letter to Winden for $10000 also 
local bill to Elsie Jensen Blythe (divorce) for 
balance of $4875.  My trip to Fairbanks necessarily 
took the amount I had saved for this months bills, 
so I have to collect enough to pay them.  I also 
wrote a nice letter of appreciation to Dr. A.S.W. 
Rosenbach, Phil. Penn. 
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31 
in relation to his many articles in the Saturday 
Evening Post on early American books etc. and 
sent him, with my compliments, a copy of my 
Bibliography of Alaskan Literature, 1724-1924.  I 
am also much pleased at the editorial in the Empire 
of yesterday, as follows: 
 
[clipping] 

A FITTING HONOR. 
There is no honor like honor among one’s friends 

and associates.  Fame and recognition may come 
from afar, but when tribute is paid by one’s own 
people and fellow citizens the most satisfying of 
human goals has been achieved. 

It is such a fine tribute that has been paid to 
Judge James Wickersham, a true and 
distinguished Alaskan, by the University of Alaska, 
the institution which he was instrumental in 
founding and to which he has devoted much of his 
time.  It is fitting indeed that this school should 
present him with an honorary degree in law.  

Judge Wickersham, when a Delegate to 
Congress from Alaska in 1915, introduced a bill 
creating the Alaska Agricultural College and School 
of Mines, the name of which was changed this year 
to the University of Alaska.  It was he who laid the 
cornerstone for the first building on campus at 
Fairbanks, and through the years he has been one 
of the school’s best and most loyal friends.  During 
those eight years as Judge in the Fourth Division 
and his years as Delegate to Congress, Judge 
Wickersham always carried forward the cause of 
the College, and since he has retired from public 
life his efforts have been directed in its behalf. 

Residents of the Territory join in extending 
congratulations as his college confers upon him the 
honorary degree of law. 

Diary 43, 1935 
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-June 1st - 
As usual in the office.  Sending out bills to the few 
clients who may have money enough to pay.  
Fritsche of Porcupine Min. Co. will be here on 
northbound boat about Monday.  I hope he has 
some, for I spent my spare cash on the trip to 
Fairbanks.  At Bar Assoc. today Frank Foster put 
through a resolution favoring George Grigsby for 
appointment as District Judge in 4th Div.  He and 
Georges supporters sent telegram to the Atty. 
Genl. U.S. endorsing George.  I did not join, but 
enjoyed the amazement of Jack Hellenthal, Demo. 
Nat. Com. for Alaska at what was done.  The 
Demo “machine” is strongly against George – for 
very good reasons & it embarrasses them badly. 

Diary 43, 1935 
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-June 2nd – 
Sunday worked in library – pasting Alaska 
photographs in albums. 
Also sent out copies of Empire clippings in the 
matter of my receipts of honorary doctor of Laws – 
one to Wilcox, N.Y. – Darrell etc. 
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-3rd - 
Busy in the office – also sending out letters about 
Harry & his “contempt case” at Tacoma – sent to 
jail for 24 hours for telling an inquisitive judge who 
asked what had been done with my sisters Nan’s 
will that it was “none of his damn business!!”  
Wrote Darrell & woman from Pasadena that Edgar 
(brother) was sick & without money.  Evidently I 
have both brothers on my hands – hard to manage 
them. 
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-4th – 
RH Sargent, U.S. Geologist called with Mifs 
Fredericka De Laguna – ethnologist, who is 
enroute to the Yukon river looking for evidences of 
ancient man – interested in my Commencement 
Day Address of May 1934.  Suggested that she 
meet Geoghegan at Fairbanks & Geist at the 
College etc.  She is bright, intelligent, active & a 
worker! 

-5th – 
Meeting of claim & stockholders of Katzehin G.M. 
Co. at Alaska Hotel – settled “scrap” & got them all 
to sign the same paper – seems O.K. again. 
Letter to Pros. Atty of Pierce Co. Wash. about 
Harry & Nan’s will. 

-6th - 
As usual in the office.  Mrs. Newmarker our 
neighbor injured in automobile accident. 
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-7th – 
August Fritsche, of the Porcupine Min. Co. is here 
& we (Roden & I) are aiding him in untangling the 
many tangles in which he finds himself involved in 
that business. 
At home I am preparing a short story of the travels 
of John Bremner, the first white man to explore the 
Copper river & his subsequent prospecting trips as 
far as the Koyukuk river when he was killed by the 
Indians – at the request of the locators of the 
Bremner River gold mining company. 

-8th - 
I have accepted an invitation to deliver a short 
address on Flag Day.  June 14th at the Elks Hall –
securing data on that subject.  Am spending much 
time at 
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June 8-9 

8 
meetings of the stockholders and affairs of the 
Katzehin Gold Mining Co. in securing a settlement 
and agreement with N.C. MacMayburn & other 
claim holders & the Company.  Meeting today with 
the parties & they think they have finally agreed.  
The Co. engaged me to overlook and keep their 
records & agreements straight for the present until 
the Co. is on a way to do business in a lawful way 
etc. 
Grace became sick this morning and has a high 
fever – Dr. DeVigne think it is only a cold, but she 
seems 

-9th - 
Grace still sick  Dr. says not serious.  Ruth is ready 
to go home to Seattle on the boat in the morning.  
We are very sorry to have her go, but her mother is 
sick. 
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-10th - 
Grace and I are both sick – we groan in unison and 
take turns sitting on the down spout.  I keep very 
quiet about my sickness & decline to let the Doctor 
even examine me – for my gripes and spewings 
result wholly form too much smoking! so I keep 
very still – mum 
Ruth left us this morning.  I was sorry that neither 
of us would go to the boat with her.  I woke up in 
time – but was then to sick to walk – from 
dizziness.  Mifs Gardenier, a friend of Ruth’s went 
with her to the boat.  I will be very happy when 
Grace gets up again – for things stop, short, when 
she quits. 
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-11th – 
Grace & I were both sick today, she with intestinal 
“flue”, & I with a bad attack of stomach troubles 
coming, I think, from smoking too many cigars.  I 
will swear off, - until I get well again! 

-12th - 
Back in the office writing a short note on “The Flag” 
to be delivered Thursday evening at Flag Day 
exercises at the Elks Hall.  Felt better but not 
smoking.  
Recd. today, from Darrell, int. on bonds $2450 from 
Winden, rents $10000 from C.T. Peterson, Atty. 



Tacoma, act Lyle case (with Roden) $20000. 
Grace very sick last night – up all night with her – 
good cold shower & feel fine, however, Judge 
Chapman, Tacoma, sent Harry to jail for contempt 
of court, for refusing to produce Nan’s will:  Poor 
Harry – he is crazy & they ought not to confine him 
for his incompetent actions. 
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-13th - 
[clipping] 

FLAG DAY TO BE 
OBSERVED HERE 
FRIDAY EVENING 

James Wickersham Will 
Give Address at Patriotic 

Exercises by B.P.O.E. 
Flag Day Exercises, to which the public is 

invited, will be held at Elks Hall on Friday evening 
at 8 o’clock, it was announced today by C.H. 
MacSpadden, chairman of the B.P.O. Elks 
committee in charge of the patriotic observation. 

Judge James Wickersham will be the principal 
speaker of the evening, and a short patriotic 
concert will be played by the Juneau City Band.  
Preceding the Flag Day Exercises at the Elks’ Hall 
the Band will play a short program at Triangle 
Place, featuring patriotic selections. 

Those serving with Mr. MacSpadden on the 
committee are Frank H. Foster and Arthur Adams.  
It is expected that there will be a large turnout at 
the exercises. 
 
We were obliged to take Grace to the Hospital last 
night as her heart became affected by her disease 
and we feared her presence at home interfered 
with her rapid recovery.  The doctor advises me 
tonight that while her symptoms are far from 
satisfactory she seems to be out of danger, and 
with a good rest and care she will soon recover. 
I have completed my address on “The Flag of the 
United States for delivery, tomorrow evening at the 
Flag day ceremonies at the Elks Hall, see clippings 
on next page. 
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[clipping] 

FLAG DAY. 
Taking cognizance of national Flag Day, the 

Juneau Elks are going to hold appropriate 
exercises tomorrow night in their hall to mark the 
occasion with Judge James Wickersham delivering 
the address. 

In these days of unrest and unsound doctrine 
aimed to befuddle the minds of our people, it is a 
good thing to arouse our nationalism with such 
observance as Flag Day.  Under the Flag we are 
one people and when it is threatened we arise as 
one people in its defense.  Some of us may 
harangue and follow foolish theories in some of our 
unoccupied moments but when our nation is in 
jeopardy we have never failed yet to rise to the 
occasion.  And it is to build that patriotism stronger 
in the breasts of our rising generations and those 
who come to our shores from other countries, as 
well as to show respect to the Flag itself, that such 
ceremonies are held throughout the land. 

It commemorates the occasion of June 14, 1777, 
when the Flag of 13 stripes and 13 stars was 
authorized by the Continental Congress.  Tradition 
also has it that it was on this date that Betsy Ross 
made a Stars and Stripes Flag from a pencil sketch 
supplied by George Washington but historians 
doubt its accuracy.  However, it remains a beautiful 
tradition and has its place in Flag Day observance. 
 
I have written my address on the Flag and will have 
it typed and read it, for I will not otherwise be able 
to make it short which I wish to do. 

Diary 43, 1935 
June 14 

-14th - 
[clipping] 

LARGE CROWD 
EXPECTED AT  
FLAG SERVICE 

City League Officials and 
Players to Take Part in  

Tomorrow’s Observance 
A large turnout of Juneau citizens is expected at 

the Flag Day ceremonies to be held at 8 o’clock 
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tomorrow night in the Elks temple under the 
auspices of the Elks lodge, an occasion marking 
the anniversary of authorization of a flag of 13 
stripes and 13 stars for the United States by the 
Continental Congress, June 14, 1777. 

Judge James Wickersham will deliver the 
principal address and a patriotic concert will be 
given by the Juneau City Band.  President William 
A. Holzheimer, President of the City Baseball 
League, announced he had cancelled the ball 
game scheduled for tomorrow night between the 
Legion and the Moose and players from both 
teams as well as the Elks team will take part in the 
patriotic observance.  C.H. MacSpadden, Elk 
player, is chairman of the affair and serving with 
him are Frank H. Foster and Arthur Adams. 

The exercises will be open to the public and 
everyone is invited to attend. 
 
[clipping] 

Mrs. James Wickersham entered St. Ann’s 
Hospital yesterday afternoon for medical care. 
 
Have just received a telegram from my friend H.M. 
Wilcox, New York, saying that Rinehart says he 
cannot publish my Ms. Old Yukon Trails & asking 
me to authorize him (Wilcox) to receive it & submit 
it to others.  Of course I will do that & will send him 
a night letter telegram to that effect.  Dr. DeVighne 
says Grace is better this morning.  I saw her last 
night at the Hospital and she looked pretty sick & it 
is a relief to know that she is better today.  Later, 
The ceremony 

Diary 43, 1935 
June 14-15 

14 
at the Elks Hall, in honor of the Flag, was well done 
by the Order: my 15 minute talk was well received 
& I am glad I took part in it. 
 
[clipping] 

NATION’S FLAG 
GIVEN HONORS 
AT ELK’S HALL 

Judge Wickersham Warns 
of Dangers to Consti- 

tution in Address 
Using an editorial in The Empire in his prefacing 

remarks, Judge James Wickersham address more 
than 10 persons at Elks Hall last night as the 
B.P.O. Elks sponsored its annual observance of 
Flag Day. 

Judge Wickersham quoted an editorial from The 
Empire concerning the nation’s flag, then read the 
Pledge of Allegiance.  The next step in the 
development of his theme was to trace the history 
of the Flag through the United States Constitution, 
and even to protection given it by the Territorial 
Legislature. 

Declaring the American flag represented “the 
best government now or ever in the world,” Judge 
Wickersham launched into a strong defense of the 
integral position of the Constitution.  While he paid 
the Elks the credit for making a public move to 
honor the Flag each year, he said that there still 
were two agencies of danger in the nation which 
were threats to the flag. 

Dangers Told 
“First, there is the inclusion of radical principles 

by those foreign to our American doctrines,” the 
Judge said.  “Then, there is the predatory influence 
in the acquisition of too much wealth by 
individuals.” 

Judge Wickersham’s final point centering around 
the premise that, only in times of extreme general 
emergency, should the Constitution be altered or 
amended. 

“The Constitution should never be changed for 
political purposes,” he said.  “The failure of 
prohibition is an example.” 

Receives Applause 
Judge Wickersham’s address received much 

applause. 
He had been preceded on the program by 

traditional ritualistic services staged by the officials 
of the Juneau lodge of the order.  M.E. Monagle 
presided as Exalted Ruler. 

A feature of this portion of the program was the 
reading of the history of the Flag by Martin 
Jorgensen.  This portion of the service included the 



presentation of the various flags which came 
before the present banner in the nation’s growth.  
Mrs. G.E. Krause provided incidental music as 
each new flag was displayed. 

The Juneau City Band had a prominent part in 
the service, playing several military selections as 
well as the “Star Spangled Banner.” 

-15th - 
Dr. DeVighne tells me this morning that Grace is 
much better & is recovering her normal condition 
as fast as she lost it. 
 
[clipping] 

TUESDAY, JUNE 4, 1935 
MAN REFUSES 
TO TAKE $1,000 
WILLED TO HIM 

Harry Wickersham of Orting {Buckley} 
Goes to Jail Rather Than 
File Bequest in His Favor 

TACOMA, June 3.-(AP) – A man who would 
rather go to jail than accept a bequest valued at 
$1,000 was found in Tacoma today. 

He is Harry Wickersham, sixty-seven-year-old 
retired Orting business man, executor and only 
beneficiary in the will of his sister, Nan 
Wickersham, who died several months ago, 
leaving him an estate worth about $1,000. 

Under the law an executor must file a will for 
probate within forty days after death, and last 
Tuesday Wickersham was before Superior Judge 
W.O. Chapman to explain why this was not done.  
He refused to answer any questions and was given 
twenty-four hours in jail for contempt of court. 

SECOND OFFENSE CHARGED 
While serving his sentence a complaint was 

drawn charging him with failure to produce the will 
and he was held on this charge under $1,000 bail.  
Today he was arraigned before Justice Joseph A. 
Mallery, but refused to plead either guilty or not 
guilty or to be sworn. 

Justice Mallery found him guilty and sentenced 
him to ten days in jail. 

Wickersham has given no explanation for his 

failure to file the will for probate.  Court officers are 
rather mystified by the fact that Wickersham is the 
sole beneficiary. 
 
I have written to the Dist. Atty. Tacoma, via Winden 
that Harry is incompetent mentally, but the letter 
did not arrive in time – or did no good. 

Diary 43, 1935 
June 16-17 

-16th – 
Sunday.  Grace is recovering rapidly & thinks she 
will be able to leave the Hospital by the middle of 
the week.  Dinner with the McKinnons this evening.  
Hugh Wade & wife (Madge Case) & Mrs. Donald 
McKinnon (Alice Case) & Mrs. McKinnon, Lockie’s 
sister-in-law Lockie & Mrs. Lockie, & I – a fine 
dinner! A –“D” volume of the Ency. of American 
Biography – with my sketch & picture are in it – 
came to me this week.  Grace bought it as my 
birthday present – Aug. 24th.  A fine present! 

-17th - 
Grace is much better & appears to be recovering 
her strength rapidly.  I had her take oath of office 
as a member of the Board of Trustees of the 
University of Alaska, sent to her for that purpose by 
President Bunnell & placed 

Diary 43, 1935 
June 17-20 
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the papers in the mail to go to Fairbanks, when the 
first meeting of the Board will take place on June 
30th & July 1st for the organization of the University 
and its change from the Alaska Agricultural College 
& School of Mines to the University.  I wrote a letter 
and enclosed with the duplicate oaths advising 
President Bunnell of her ill health, but saying she 
would try to be present to assist in the organization 
of the University if her physician thought she could 
stand the trip.  She thinks she can come home in a 
couple of days. 

-18th – 
Grace is growing better all the time. 

-19th – 
She wants to come home etc. 

-20th - 
Grace is so far recovered that she wants 
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to leave the Hospital and come home.  The doctor 
approves that course so this evening I took her 
home, where she seemed to be so contented & 
happy that I am sure it is a good thing to have 
done. 

-21st - 
Grace seems to be improving in strength as fast as 
it disappeared when first attacked 
I am busy at the office, in spare hours compiling a 
story about John Bremner, who just ascended the 
Copper river in 1884 & passed the winter there & 
the next spring joined the Allen Military Expedition 
which explored the Copper river and the Tanana in 
1885 – this for the miners who are opening up the 
gold mines on the Bremner river, a tributary of the 
Copper river! 

Diary 43, 1935 
June 22-23 

-June 22nd 1935 – 
The longest day of the year.  The strike of the A.J. 
miners is coming to a crisis.  The city council 
passed a Resolution calling for law & order & for 
enrollment of 500 men as special policemen to 
protect the miners who wished to go back to work 
on Monday or Tuesday!  The radical element will 
probably take it quietly & thus the strike will fall to 
its end, with the loss to the laboring men of a 
months wages which they need so badly.  Grace is 
slowly growing stronger. 

-23rd - 
Sunday – raining – at home reading. 

Diary 43, 1935 
June 24 

-24- 
My last of the week the Juneau city council passed 
a Resolution preparing for breaking the strike – the 
Army boat from Ft. William H Seward is at the dock 
with soldiers aboard.  Notices that the miners who 
want to do so will go back to work on Monday – will 
be protected from the mob of radical strikers from 
the A.J. Mine etc. 
The scrap is now on – some heads skinned with 
police “billies” – tear gas thrown –etc. etc. the usual 
thing – the strike will break & men will go to work.  
Mayor Goldstein has caused the arrest of Heard, 
the head of the radical strikers, for Libel for 
statements made in the miners (strikers) 

newspaper etc. etc. etc. much talk, some fighting, 
but the towns people & more than ½ of the miners 
want the work to begin again!! 

Diary 43, 1935 
June 25 

-25- 
The miners divided about the strike at the J.A. 
Mine – one half – the radicals are determined to 
strike & stand out until they get control of the hiring 
of all men – they insist on what they call a “closed 
shop” where the hiring of all men – miners – shall 
be managed by the Union – the other half want to 
return to work under former conditions. etc. and 
there are threats & the Governor & U.S. Officials 
are now trying to get the soldiers here from 
Chilkoot barracks to keep the pace & prevent local 
warfare while the mine can be filled with those who 
want to work & suppress disorders and force 
among them.  Anything may happen in the way of 
local fighting – in the meantime idleness & threats 
of violence is the rule. 

Diary 43, 1935 
June 26-27 

-26th – 
Court fined Heard $200 & jail sentence for four 
months – suspended sentence on good behavior:  
Grace & I were married Thursday in 1927. 

-27th - 
Congress recently passed Act allowing one 
sentenced or fine to make paupers oath after 30 
days and be dismissed from service or fine.  That 
gives Heard clearance after 30 days & he 
voluntarily went to jail. 
We are told, also, that the Governors application 
for troops from Chilkoot Barracks to preserve order 
etc. has been denied.  Also that A.J. Co. will shut 
down the mines & when that happens this town is 
flat broke & all the business houses will have to 
close also – if they cannot pay their bills!! 

Diary 43, 1935 
June 28-30 

-28th – 
Henry Roden informs me that he has almost 
secured a settlement of the A.J. strike – thinks he 
will succeed soon. 
My old Tacoma friend of early days, Mr. Samuel 
Perkins, called today.  He is making a tour of 
Alaskan waters in his own fine yacht, and was 
apparently pleased to see me & talk an hour over 
our early association in Tacoma, when as his 



attorney I assisted him in arranging his tangled 
business affairs just as he was making his first 
Million dollars. 

-29th – 
The A.J. Strike looks bad.  Bar Assoc. meeting. 

-30th - 
Sunday – beautiful – nothing. 

Diary 43, 1935 
July 1-3 

-July 1st 1935- 
The strike still on – town quiet, business dead. 

-2- 
Recd. a very nice letter from my friend H.M. 
Wilcox, (V.P. Electrical Research Products, Inc. 
fraud Western Electric Co).  He has just gone to 
Los Angeles Cal.  He has left Ms. “Old Yukon 
Trails” with Mr. Carl Rollins, of the Yale University 
Press for reading & consideration – thinks better 
chance than I had with Farrar & Rinehart – but if it 
fails with the Yale Un. Press, says he will gladly 
continue - & will submit it to a publisher in S.F. Cal. 
etc.  I will write & thank him for his aid etc. 

-3rd- 
Everything quiet in the strike, but the A.J. Co. will 
attempt to open the mill & defy the strikers on 5th & 
we fear hostilities then.  Business very quiet. 

Diary 43, 1935 
July 3-4 

3 
[clipping] 
THE ALASKA WEEKLY FRIDAY, JUNE 28, 1935 

A DOUBLE TOAST 
As a closing gesture as the Alaska Agricultural 

College and School of Mines approaches its 
transformation to the status of University, nothing 
could have been more fitting than the honor 
conferred upon Judge James Wickersham.  We 
know of few men who combine more admirably the 
attributes of scholar and everyday citizen.  The 
territory owes as much to his fighting qualities as it 
owes to his penchant for gathering historical data, 
his ability in the field of law and his sane judgment 
in the political arena-a combination of talents any 
one of which might have made him an outstanding 
citizen in any community.  Alaskans everywhere 
and a host of friends not of Alaska congratulate 
him and commend the action of the Alaska 
College. 

Monday the Alaska College becomes the 
University of Alaska.  With full respect for the 
exceptional faculty which has aided in building the 
scholastic standards of the College and the untiring 
efforts of the Trustees who have given of their time 
and ability, we feel that it may be said that the 
phenomenal growth of the school and the standing 
it has attained in the eyes of educators during its 
short thirteen years of existence may be credited 
more than to any other single source to the 
intellectual capacity, energy and dynamic 
personality of its president, Dr. Charles E. Bunnell-
a true Alaska pioneer and an educator in far more 
than the strictly academic sense.  We feel that we 
know Alaska sufficiently well to state that all Alaska 
joins with The Alaska Weekly on the eve of the 
birth of the University of Alaska in a toast to these 
tow men-Judge Wickersham and Dr. Bunnell . . . 
the one who, as Delegate to Congress, introduced 
the bill which resulted in the construction of the 
College and the other whose ability made it an 
outstanding educational institution . . . two men 
whom we like to imagine are typical of the spirit of 
Alaska. 

-July 4th 1935- 
The boys are happy & making great noises with 
their firecrackers & bombs – etc.  Beautiful day – 
noise of firecrackers, bombs & childrens voices – 
music, flags. 
Everything quiet.  Working in the office. 

Diary 43, 1935 
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-July 5- 
Striking.  Miners went to work at the A.J. mine this 
morning – the strike is over for the present.  I will 
not be surprised to see it flare up again as soon as 
the prosecution of the strikers who were arrested 
for Riot is ended. 

-6th – 
Nothing new or exciting.  In the office as usual.  
Bar Assoc. lunch at Baileys. 

-7th – 
Sunday – beautiful day & Grace took her first walk 
since leaving the hospital.  Just received a nice 
letter from the Lodge of B.P.O. Elks thanking me 
for my part in the Flag Day (June 14) exercises! 



Alaska State Library – Historical Collections                                                                                                                    Diary of James Wickersham  
MS 107 BOX 7  DIARY 43                                                                                                                                                       October 16, 1933 through July 10, 1935 

-8th - 
Elsie Jensen Blythe paid me $2800 due of divorce & 
I paid my office rent for June.  In the office as 
usual! 

Diary 43, 1935 
July 9-10 

July 9th – 1935. 
Working on preparation of Demand against 
Hellenthal Bros. Attys. for payment of costs & 
$250. due me in the Mathison case vs. the National 
Surety Co.  Inquired & found no copy of Thlinget & 
Haida Land Bill has been received by either the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs or the Governors office.  
Informed that Wm L. Paul, with copy of the House 
Bill – before passage by Senate is around 
collecting money from Indians!!  May be that 
Senate amended bill – not yet signed by the 
President!! 

-10- 
Same as yesterday in Mathison case.  The clerks 
records and files are in a hopeless and chaotic 
condition – bad clerks help 
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Diary 44, 1935-
1936 
 

[Front cover] 
Private Diary. 

JAMES WICKERSHAM. 
July 10th, 1935. 

--- to --- 
Feb. 12, 1936 

 
 [inside front cover – clipping] 

Sourdough 
October 4, 1935 

Just a Minute, Judge! 
Judge James Wickersham of Juneau sent a “bar” 

story to the recent reunion to be read at the 
Prevaricators’ Luncheon which bears retelling.  It 
wasn’t his story.  He said he stole it the same as 
the old Yukon liars do most of the yarns they 
repeat to openmouthed Sourdoughs and 
Sourdoughesses.  The story has been told to him 
by old Bill Woodman, a grizzled frontiersman who 
said he hunted buffalo on the plains with Dick 
Willoughby, and who had taken his oath many 
times, between drinks, that the incident happened 
when he was present at Dick’s cabin on Willoughby 
Island in Glacier Bay. 

Old Dick had made a small fortune in the Cariboo 
mines, had later invested it in a dance hall, and 
enjoyed himself in telling yarns to Boston tourists 
when the boats landed at the Juneau wharves.  
One day the subject of the great brown bear of 
Glacier Bay came up for consideration, and one of 
the Boston tourists suggested that such huge 
animals must be slow and lubberly in their 
movements.  Dick said, “No”, and gave his 
personal assurance from his daily observation that 
on the contrary they were the most agile and 
quickest in their movements of any large animal 
known to man, and to prove his assertion, told 
them this story. 

Bear Nears 
“One of these huge bears approached my house 

one morning, on Glacier Bay, as I opened my front 
door to get a breath of fresh air.  He was an 
elephant in size, about fourteen feet from his nose 
to his tail and as big as an ox!  He was following up 

the path from the sea shore to my house, which led 
straight to my front door where I stood.  My old 
buffalo gun hung over the door, I took it down and 
waited till he should come nearer.  About fifty yards 
from my house, the trail crossed a little rise of 
ground and when he reached that rise he evidently 
saw the house for the first time.  A bear’s eyesight 
is not sharp and this one exhibited his surprise at 
seeing the house with me standing in the door, by 
stopping suddenly, raising his head and opening 
his mouth.  Just at that vital moment I rested my 
gun against the right door jamb and fired.  The 
bullet struck the bear along the top of his tongue 
and went clear through him from end to end 
ranging just below his back bone, and that monster 
‘bar’ was that quick in turning around that while the 
bullet was making that fourteen-foot passage 
between his tongue and its exit beneath his tail, he 
turned so exactly half around, that when the bullet 
came back and split the door jamb within three 
inches of my face.  I’ve always been thankful that 
the bar, probably by reason of age, was just the 
fraction of a second slow in turning, else that bullet 
would certainly have hit me in the eye.” 

“Now”, says Judge Wickersham, “if any of you 
old Sourdough sons of Ananias ever shot a bear 
that could turn around quicker than Dick 
Willoughby’s giant bear from Glacier Bay, tell about 
it-but be truthful-don’t lie about it.” 

The Judge also invites Sourdoughs everywhere 
when traveling through Juneau to drop into his 
office and renew acquaintances. 

Diary 44, 1935 
July 11-13 

July 11th 1935 
Preparing petition int the matter of making 
Hellenthal & Hellenthal pay the costs asses against 
the National Surety Co. by the final judgment of the 
U.S. Ct. Court of Appeals, 9th Circuit in the 
Mathison Heirs case. 

-12th – 
Wrote a letter to Louis Shotridge, of Sitka asking 
about Frank Dennison & to Delegate Dimond 
advising him that Sec. 228 p. 213, 2nd Alaska Rept. 
is interesting in relating to the Matanuska settlers – 
that the Russians made similar settlements at 



Seldovia, Ninilchik, Kenai, Tyonek, & Knik!  As 
usual in the office.  Working on National Surety Co. 
costs! 

-13th - 
As usual in the office. 

Diary 44, 1935 
July 14-15 

-14th – 
Working in the office preparing the pleading to 
compel Hellenthal and Hellenthal to pay the costs 
& moneys in their hands due me & my clients in the 
Mathison case!  I have received from the 
Governor’s office an official copy of the Thlinget & 
Haida Indian Land law.  It is not as liberal to the 
Indians personally as the Bill I drew – it was 
changed in present Congress by the officials of the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs! 

-15th  
In the office as usual working on Matheson costs 
matter.  Hon. Chase S. Osborn, former Governor of 
Michigan, and his daughter called: they are on the 

Diary 44, 1935 
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15 
S.S. Alaska at the wharf and spent an hour – at my 
library at home, in talking about their visit to the 
Matanuska settlers near Anchorage, - and also 
about my Alaska Library.  I gave the Gov. a copy of 
my Bibliography & enjoyed the visit with him & his 
daughter very much.  He showed me a telegram 
from President Roosevelt asking him to come to 
Washington & tell him about Matanuska colony! 

-16th - 
In the office, finished with draft of petition to compel 
Hellenthal & Hellenthal, Attys for National Surety 
Co. to pay costs & $25000 etc. for which they are 
personally liable Act. Company non-resident 
foreign corporation. 

Diary 44, 1935 
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-17th – 
Same as usual in the office. 
Writing letters to Hon. Cecil H. Clegg urging him & 
Nerland, Ross, C. Johnson, Taylor & others to 
meet & organize the Republican party in their 
Division: also answering other correspondence. 

-18th – 
A good many old men – pioneers come in to get an 
increase in their Pioneer Pensions – the men of 40 
years ago are now getting to be 80 & the Territory 

gives them aid – not to exceed $3500 per month.  
Of course I don not charge them for such work!  
Women also get pensions – those over 65 years of 
age – same as the men! 

-19th - 
Same as yesterday.  Attended 

Diary 44, 1935 
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19 
the reception to the Naval Officers – Big crowd – 
music & dancing, but Grace & I remained only a 
short time. 

-20th – 
Nothing important – no business.  Lunch at the Bar 
Association, many present but dull!  Prof. Lester B. 
Henderson came to my library & talked an hour or 
so.  He seemed interested in my activities and I 
wonder why? 

-21st – 
Had a good walk up to “Cape Horn,” on the Basin 
road.  U.S. Naval vessels in the harbor.  Town 
enjoying the fleet – many drunk! 

-22nd - 
Served papers on the Hellenthal & Hellenthal, in 
costs etc. in the Matheson case.  Several 

Diary 44, 1935 
July 22-24 

22 
tourists off boats called this evening among them a 
Mr. Hall & a medico friend from Beeville, Texas, 
with introduction form Mr. & Mrs. Earl Hunt – 
“Lucile Taylor” – my sister May’s daughter and my 
favorite niece. 

-23d- 
My old Valdez friend, Mrs. Burr (Crawford v Burr, 
2nd Alaska Law Report – p.33) called while the boat 
is at the wharf:  She & her husband are enroute to 
Valdez to look at the old town & take a trip over the 
trail to Fairbanks. 

There are several cases of small pox in town – 
so I was vaccinated again today. 

-24- 
Wrote a letter to Sec. of State, Carson City, 
Nevada asking for data about Govr. John H. 
Kinkaid, first Gov. of Alaska. 

Diary 44, 1935 
July 25-26 

-25- 
Letter on the political – Republican situation in 
Alaska addressed to Judge Cecil H. Clegg.  It 
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begins to look as if the next National campaign 
may oust Roosevelt & bring in a Republican 
President.  The last issue of the Alaska Weekly – 
Seattle – has my opinion in McGinley v Cleary, 2nd 
Alaska Laws Rept. page 269, copied in full, with 
picture of self and Chas. E. Claypool, atty – 
apparently as a “runner-up” for the Sourdough 
Reunion of Aug. 15 etc.  It will save me from writing 
a silly letter for that event. 

-26th - 
Working on Uptown Theater – trying to save the 
stockholders & the company.  It is a badly mixed 
financial mess. 

Diary 44, 1935 
July 27-30 

-27th – 
Same as yesterday. 

28th  
Sunday – nothing new. 

-29th – 
In the office as usual.  Paulson & Brown are getting 
a good number of the stockholders of the Uptown 
Theater Co. to sign the agreement giving me 
power to represent them in support of their 
financial troubles. 

-30th - 
Jack Hellenthal called to consult about my Lien 
claim on account of costs in the Matheson v 
National Surety Co’s case:  Jack is greatly agitated 
about my treat to file my Lien in the court – but 
offers no settlement in the matter.  He is just aiding 
Si. in trying to defeat my claim – a shipster trick. 

Diary 44, 1935 
July 31- 
August 1 

-31- 
[clipping] 

WICKERSHAMS MEET 
FRIENDS ON SHIP 

Renewing acquaintances with Judge and Mrs. 
James Wickersham last night were Mr. and Mrs. 
Arthur H. Clark of Los Angeles.  The Clarks are 
round-trip passengers on the Prince Robert from 
Vancouver, B.C., and they visited the Wickershams 
while that vessel was in port. 

Clark is President of the Arthur H. Clark 
Publishing Company of Glendale, Cal. and 
Cleveland O. 
 

Working in the office as usual, on Brief in the case 
of Femmer v City of Juneau 
Mr. Arthur H. Clark, book publishers, his wife, 
daughter & her husband, called at our house & 
spent an hour or two in my library.  Mr. Clark 
published Mrs. Nichols history of Alaska under 
American rule - & I have bought many books from 
his Cleveland, Ohio, establishment.  He now 
resides in Los Angeles, where he is yet engaged in 
publishing – with houses in Cleveland & L.A.  He 
was greatly interested in my library! 

-August 1st - 
Same as yesterday.  I was born & lived in Patoka, 
Illinois until I was 17 years old – the home paper 
has the following to say: - 

Diary 44, 1935 
August 1-3 

1 
[clipping] 

PATOKA, ILLINOIS, FRIDAY, JULY 26, 1935 
DEGREE CONFERRED ON 

HON. JAMES WICKERSHAM 
A feature of the annual commencement 

exercises of the Alaska Agricultural College was 
the conferring of Honorary Doctor of Laws Degree 
on James Wickersham. 

Mr. Wickersham was born south of Patoka and 
spent his boyhood days here with his parents.  He 
studied law in Springfield, and was admitted to the 
bar in 1880.  Locating in Washington he served as 
probate judge in that state and as City Attorney of 
Tacoma, Wash. 

In 1900 he went to Alaska, serving as U.S. 
District Judge until 1907.  He was a delegate to 
Congress for 12 years and it was during this time 
that he introduced the bill providing for the 
construction of the Alaska College.  He worked 
whole heartedly for the establishment of the 
institution when the greater part of the people of 
the territory thought that the idea was impractical if 
not impossible. 

Mr. Wickersham is thoroughly an Alaskan and 
has added much to the advancement of the 
country.  One of his contributions is his book “A 
Bibliography of Alaskan Literature” which will 
remain a source of information for the historian and 



student for a long time. 
In response when the Doctor’s robe was placed 

on Judge Wickersham and the diploma presented, 
he replied, “I thank you.” 

Last December Mr. Wickersham presented the 
Patoka Public Library with an autographed copy of 
his book. 

-2nd – 
Studying Femmer v City of Juneau case for 
argument tomorrow. 

3rd  
Court passed argument in Femmer v City of 
Juneau until next Friday at Faulkner request. 

Diary 44, 1935 
August 3-4 

3rd continued – 
We attended a “surprise” birthday party at Dr. 
DeVighne’s – Mrs. DeVigne’s birthday – number 
not stated – but it was very enjoyable 200 friends 
called during the evening.  The DeVignes will leave 
Juneau for future residence in California some time 
in October. 

-4th - 
A beautiful Sunday morning.  Worked & read all 
day in library.  Working on Bremner’s Biography.  
Wrote a letter to Wilcox, H.W. Los Angeles asking 
him to submit my Ms. “Old Yukon Trails” to Mr. 
Arthur H. Clark, book publisher – who visited us at 
home last week.  If he won’t publish  - then on the 
top shelf – or to a law publishers! 

Diary 44, 1935 
August 5-7 

-5th – 
Was vaccinated some week or 10 days ago – it 
“took” – well but not bad.  Small pox in town but 
mild. 

-6th – 
Working in the office – nothing. 

-7th - 
Lyle Post, the famous flyer, and Will Rogers, the 
equally famous player and funny man reached 
Juneau this afternoon by Airplane from Seattle – a 
single flight in less than 8 hours without stop.  They 
had dinner with the Governor & tonight they both 
talked over the radio, which gave them an 
audience in S.E. Alaska & probably in the Kodiak-
Copper river country.  They are buying an outfit for 
a trip to the interior & probably to Moscow? 

Diary 44, 1935 
August 8-9 

-8th – 
Hans Berg the carpenter is today inspecting the 
upper floor of the Uptown Theater, with a view to 
ascertaining the cost of putting in 4 apartments – at 
the request of Chas. Waynor, a prospective 
purchaser or on a settlement of the financial 
difficulties of the Theatre Company. 

-9th – 
Case of Femmer v City came up today on the 
demurrer of Faulkner for the City to our complaint.  
Faulkner appeared & with drew his demurrer & 
asked leave to file an Answer: court granted his 
motions.  This give him an advantage, for he will 
now set up a defense & take testimony & if he 
succeeds, it will be so expensive that Femmer 
cannot appeal! 

Diary 44, 1935 
August 10-12 

-10th – 
In court this morning – nothing much: old cases 
stricken from calendar. 

-11th – 
Raining Sunday.  Called at the Hotel to see Rex 
Beach but he had company etc. and did not see 
him. 

-12th - 
Rex Beach called at my office & while we were 
having a good talk                  White also called.  
White had never met Beach & I introduced them.  
After white left I showed Beach a copy of my 
Bibliography & he expressed great surprise & 
pleasure at receiving a copy of it.  He examined it 
briefly and praised it highly.  Invited him to dinner 
Wednesday (day after tomorrow) & he accepted – 
also told me that Rhinehart, N.Y. publisher of his 
books had mentioned my Ms to him! 

Diary 44, 1935 
August 13-14 

-13th – 
Took copy of my Ms. “Old Yukon Trails” over & left 
it for Beach to inspect since he expressed he 
wished to see it.  I am hard up for money and wrote 
a letter to A.W. Winden, my Tacoma agent 
suggesting I would sell my dairy ranch on the 
Puyallup if I could get a fair price & asked him if it 
could be sold for such a price.  Of course, Darrell 
owns a half interest & must approve the sale if one 
can be had, which I doubt. 
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-14th - 
We had a fine dinner party this evening at our 
home: Gov. Troy, his daughter, Mrs. Bender, his 
sister; Mrs. Stone & her husband, Dr. and Mrs. 
DeVigne, Mrs. O’Malley & Rex Beach.  Grace had 
a fine dinner & we  

Diary 44, 1935 
August 14-15 

14 
enjoyed a two hours talk in the library.  Rex Beach 
was much pleased to see his own books & stories 
& to talk about his & my mutual friends at Rampart, 
Nome & along the Yukon.  We sure had a good 
time. 

-15th – 
Rex Beach brought back my M.S. “Old Yukon 
Trails,” this morning & talked an hour – says its 
O.K. and ought to be published etc.  He also said 
he would be “honored” to be allowed to write a 
forward for it.  He was very kind & friendly.  Also 
advised to print Jack Hines lyrical story about the 
Judge & Colonel in the Euchre Game.  Dinner 
tonight at Dr. Councils. 

Diary 44, 1935 
August 15-16 

-15th continued 
Dinner at Dr. Councils tonight 
Rex Beach, Mr. & Mrs. Council: Jack Hellenthal, 
Robertsons, Simpsons, Goldsteins, Gov. Troy, 
sister & husband, Dr. & Mrs. Whitehead, Grace & I 
etc.  A fine dinner – but not much talk.  

August 16th 1935. 
The Empire this morning early says: 
 
[clipping] 

EXTRA 
BULLETIN-Will Rogers and Wiley Post are dead. 
Both men were killed in a plane crash at Point 

Barrow the northernmost point on the American 
continent. 

This is the brief dispatch received by The Empire 
from the Associated Press early this morning. 
 
As soon as I heard this announcement I tried to get 
Rex Beach on the phone but he had left on the 
morning plane for Fairbanks. 

Diary 44, 1935 
August 17 

-17th – 
Poor Post and Will Rogers, just a little 
carelessness & bad luck as they tried to raise off a 
little stream where they had landed to inquire of 
Eskimos the route to Point Barrow – the plane 
headed up in the wind & raised some 50 feet 
above the ground when the wind failed them & the 
machine dropped, & they died – 15 miles away 
form Point Barrow. 

Faulkner served copy of his Answer in the case 
of Femmer v City of Juneau & Northern Train Co. & 
this evening he has a long statement about it – to 
his advantage, of course, printed in the Empire & in 
the Press 

Diary 44, 1935 
August 18-19 

-18th – 
Sunday – nothing new about Post & Will Rogers – 
except their bodies are being carried to Seattle by 
a plane from Fairbanks which went to Point Barrow 
for them.  Later: Much over the Radio about Post 
and Rogers - & the whole country mourns for them. 

-19th - 
In the office as usual. 

-20th – 
The SS. Alaska in today from the south.  I went to 
the wharf with Robertson – we met Archie 
Roosevelt & a Mr. & Mrs. Clark.  They are enroute 
to the interior to photograph Big Game etc.  
Roosevelt was very kind & I gave him a copy of my 
Bibliography. 

Diary 44, 1935 
August 20-21 

20th continued 
[clipping] 

FAMOUS HUNTER 
ARRIVE IN NORTH 

FOR BIG GAME 
Archibald Roosevelt, Dr. 
James Clark After Troph- 

ies with Gun, Camera 
Two of America’s most famous big game hunters 

arrived in Juneau today aboard the Alaska, enroute 
to the interior to hunt with gun and camera, and 
also to study Alaska for future big game and trophy 
hunts. 

One is Archibald Roosevelt, son of the late 
Theodore Roosevelt and a first cousin of Franklin 



D. Roosevelt, and the other is Dr. James Lippitt 
Clark, Director of Arts Preparation and Installation 
of the American Museum of Natural History of New 
York, and also has his own studios for mounting 
big game and arranging exhibits. 

In Juneau, Mr. Roosevelt and Mr. Clark are 
making arrangements for their hunts with the 
Alaska Game Commission.  Mr. Roosevelt also 
conferred with Judge James Wickersham, a friend 
and appointee as Federal Judge, of Theodore 
Roosevelt, while he was President. 

Dr. Clark., who is accompanied by his wife, will 
leave the Alaska at Cordova, traveling by the 
Copper River Railroad and Richardson Highway to 
Fairbanks and McKinley Park.  Mr. Roosevelt will 
go to Fairbanks via Seward.  Near Fairbanks he 
will meet his son, Archie Jr., who is working with a 
scientific party that is obtaining data for the 
American Museum of Natural History. 

Mrs. Clark Famous 
Mrs. Clark, who is also making the trip to Alaska, 

is also well known as a sculptress and has gained 
some renown as a huntress.  Two black-maned 
lions, a grizzly bear and a number of antelope have 
fallen to her rifle on expeditions with her husband. 

She further shares her husband’s traits in the 
artistic field and has portrayed the African elephant 
and gorilla as types of the animal world.  Among 
her studies of human subjects are one of Lincoln 
Ellsworth, Amelia Earhart, Roy Chapman Andrews, 
an African warrior, and, not least because he is 
last, her husband. 

-21st - 
Same as usual in the office.  Dobbs the 
photographer whom I knew in Nome 1901-2, took 
dinner at my house last evening 
we looked at old pictures and talked. 

Diary 44, 1935 
August 22-24 

-22- 
Another plane – from Dawson to Fairbanks lost 3 
days ago & tho all interior planes flying over the 
supposed line looking no one has yet discovered 
trace of the lost plane.  Aboard is the flyer & 4 
passengers!  The old dog team is good enough for 
me! 

-23rd – 
O’Malley is still in the hospital but his wife tells me 
he will be able to go south on the boat on Monday. 
Must call on him today. 

-24th - 
My 78th Birthday! 
Well & strong – Grace made me a nice dinner & 
Darrell sent me $100.00 neckties etc. 

Diary 44, 1935 
August 24-27 

-24th – continued. 
Argument on Motion to Strike in Femmer v City of 
Juneau.  No decision – court will hear us in full on 
Sept. 4th 2 p.m. 

-25th – 
Sunday – worked in library. 
Wrote letters to Seattle Hd. Co. and Net & Fromi 
Co. about when & how much Si Hellenthal paid for 
Matheson accounts etc. 

-26th – 
Am writing article on Russian Kenai – Matanuska 
colony of 1842 – ’44 in comparison with present 
U.S. farmers colony in same vicinity. 

-27th - 
Same as usual in the office. 

Diary 44, 1935 
August 28-29 

-28th – 
Rex Beach in town but went over to the islands in 
Icy Strait to see a friend before I had a chance to 
see him.  Heard Bob Crawford sing in the 
Presbyterian church evening of 26th – fine. 

-29th - 
I am trying to interest Mr. Los Bernard in buying the 
Uptown Theatre project – the Co. is bankrupt.  He 
is interested – but?  Later.  Rex Beach cam in & 
spent an hour talking about his reaction toward the 
Matanuska Colony.  Govt. matter, says govt. is 
spending too much money etc. that the project is  - 
must be a failure from all economic points, etc. etc.  
He will remain here until Saturday & then will go 
south! 

Diary 44, 1935 
August 30-31 

-30th – 
Thirty five years ago I first met Fred Dunbar 
(“Tomikan”[?]) at Circle City.  All these years he 
has been a freighter (with dogs or horses) in 
hauling supplies to the mines on Birch & the 
Fairbanks creeks, etc. 
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Today he is old & broken in health, and has been 
at the Pioneers Home at Sitka.  Met him in Juneau 
today & invited him out to my home to dinner 
Enjoyed dinner with him & an hour showing him old 
Yukon river pictures.  He enjoyed it very much. 

-31st - 
Ruth Coffin – Grace’s niece came on the 
“Northwestern” – am very glad to have her back for 
the winter.  Youth, Life, Music & Happiness. 

Diary 44, 1935 
September 1-3  

Sept. 1. 
Rex Beach went over to see some friends on 
Lemesurier Island yesterday by Airplane – cigars, 
liquors, books etc.  His friends were not on the 
island & he come back to Juneau!  No sign of the 
Fairbanks-Dawson air plane with 4 passengers – 
evidently lost in the mountains – dead. 

-2nd – 
Labor Day 

Beach called – a pleasant visit. 
Nothing new in the office. 
Letters to Darrell & Jim Wickersham, Patoka, Ill. 

-3rd - 
Ruth is settled & getting ready for school work on 
Tuesday.  All her friends are here ready. 
Yesterday, 25 trucks hauled rock to fill between 
bridge & Douglas Is. finished last night – Serenade 
this morning with much noise & brew. 

Diary 44, 1935 
September 3 

3 
Nelson I. Beers has been in charge of making the 
rock fill between the bridge & the Douglas shore 
and has worked night & day to get it done by Labor 
Day & succeeded in putting the last truck load of 
rock at 2 oclock this morning!  the truckmen then 
formed a line, allayed their thirst with quantities of 
beer, pulled the city officials of Douglas & Juneau 
out of bed, hoisted them on top of the trucks, & 
with horns blowing & all kinds of noises they 
serenaded both towns. 

And then, Nelson I. Beers, & Mifs Josephine 
McGinnis were married at her home at 7 pm last 
night in the midst of a group 

Diary 44, 1935 
September 3-4 

3 
of their young friends & later left on the boat for a 
short honeymoon.  He is 25 years old, she is 17 & 

they are a nice couple.  Grace & I were invited – it 
was a nice ceremony, performed by Father 
Hubbard, S.J. the “glacier priest.”  School opened 
today – groups of happy boys & girls, anxious 
mothers & many dogs. 

-4th - 
Argued motion to strike and the demurrer to Defts. 
Ans. in case of City of Juneau & Northern Trans. 
Co Femmer – against.  A long argument against 
Faulkner – but the court held with me & held the 
City contract null & void. – A proper view of the 
law. 

Diary 44, 1935 
September 5-6 

-5th – 
In the office as usual.  Am standing the pleadings 
in the case I argued in court yesterday hoping to 
agree on a situation of safety under the court ruling  
Roden is now taking an interest in the case with 
me, but I am inclined to decide upon what shall be 
done.  

-6th - 
Busy in the office – talked to Roden & Faulkner 
about Si. Hellenthal’s embezzlement of the $25000 
paid to him for John G. Grant, guardian, Matheson 
heirs, Roden denounces Si’s affidavit quoting him 
(Roden) as untrue – Faulkner looks out the window 
when I talk & squirms – he would.  Served copy of 
order sustaining demurrer in Femmer case on 
Faulkner. 

Diary 44, 1935 
September 7 

-7th - 
In court this morning I asked Judge Alexander to 
sign an order sustaining my demurrer in the 
Femmer case – he pushed it aside roughly & said 
he wanted more time to consider it!!  Since he 
leaves Juneau on Monday for a months rest in 
Oregon I can see that it means a long delay – for 
he later adjourned court until Oct. 15th!! 
Grace & several other of the friends of Dr. & Mrs. 
DeVigne, gave a farewell party to them at our 
house tonight.  They are leaving next week for a 
new home in Santa Barbara, California.  It was an 
enjoyable evening.  Ruth led the music – singing 
by the crowd & Grace set the feast and both were 
good! 



Diary 44, 1935 
September 8-10 

-8th – 
My Seattle friend C.S. Hubbell, called to see me 
yesterday.  We talked historical matters and I 
invited him to spend this evening with me & take 
dinner.  I wanted him to see my library in which he 
is greatly interested. 

-9th – 
Hubbell spent the evening in my library & we had a 
pleasant time. 

-10- 
Busy in the office.  Attended the dinner at the 
Parish House, Catholic.  J.R. Crimont, S.J.  An 
enjoyable evening – good dinner & pleasant talks. 
 
[clipping] 

BISHOP CRIMONT TO 
BE HONORED TONIGHT 

In honor of the Diamond Jubilee of the Bishop of 
Alaska, J.R. Crimont, S.J., D.D., a dinner will be 
given by his parisoners in the Parish Hall at 7 
o’clock tonight. 

Father Bernard R. Hubbard, S.J., will be the 
principal speaker.  J.F. Mullen will be toastmaster, 
and responses will be made by Bishop Crimont, 
Gov. John W. Troy, Judge James Wickersham, 
Frank A. Boyle, Territorial Auditor, and Mayor I. 
Goldstein. 
 
[loose picture of Bishop Crimont – signed God 
bless you!  J.R. Crimont, S.J.] 

 
Diary 44, 1935 
September 11-
13 

-11th – 
Last day in Uptown Theatre case & no answer to 
my letter to Board of Directors - except Campbell! 

-12th – 
Nelson I Beers studied law with me, admitted to the 
bar last month – tried his first case – reckless 
driving – under advisement by court. 
Paid ½ my city taxes $11700 

 
[clipping] 

Saturday, October 12, at 1 p.m., was tentatively 
set as date of the bridge celebration according to 
Judge LeFevre, Alternate date was set as October 
19. 

It was suggested that the dedication day be 
declared a holiday by the two mayors, and that 
engineers keep the bridge closed until the opening.  
The committee also proposed that Douglas 
residents cross the bridge after the opening and 
form a procession line to start at the Triangle 
corner and thence down Front Street, led by the 
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Juneau band in full blare. 
The queens of the twin cities with their entourage 

will follow the band, after which will come the 
governor, secretary of the territory, the two mayors 
and other notables. 
Henry Roden was designated as master of 
ceremonies, and the program includes short, 
addresses by the governor, territorial secretary, 
chief of the bureau of public roads, engineer in 
charge of construction, and Judge Wickersham, 
and the smashing of a bottle of Ketchikan beer or 
Juneau soda water by the governor for the 
christening. 

-13th – 
In the office as usual.  Also writing a story about 

the Wickersham family for the 4th reunion (every 5 
years) of the family Association at Kennett Sq. 
Penn. Oct. 5 

Diary 44, 1935 
September 14 

-14th - 
Busy in the office. 
Arnold of Ketchikan called, & talked politics!  I told 
him I would not be a candidate for Delegate, 
Delegate to the Rep. Nat. Convention or any other 
office, & would support him in his efforts to 
organize the Rep. party, that I would not give any 
support to Wm L. Paul, and disliked to see Al. 
White or Rasmussen recognized in any way.  That 
I would support Clegg if nominated for Delegate on 
the Rep. ticket.  Gave him letters of introduction to 
Charles Taylor, Bunnell & Bob Bloom.  Arnold is a 
supporter of Borah & ought to go to the Rep. Nat. 
Committee 

Diary 44, 1935 
September 15-
18 

-15th – 
Wrote a letter to Wickersham Family Association – 
(care Judge Frank B. Wickersham Harrisburg, Pa(. 
holding Reunion at Kennett Square, to be read by 
Judge Frank B. on Oct. 5th date of the Reunion. 
The Wickersham s on the Pacific Coast. 

-16th – 
As usual in the office.  Also catching up with 
correspondence. 

-17th – 
Same as yesterday.  Mike Sullivan, called while 
northbound boat at the dock. 

-18th - 
Same as yesterday, asked Jack Hellenthal to act in 
amount of $250. withheld by Si – Jack promised to 
talk tomorrow! 

Diary 44, 1935 
September 19-
20 

-19- 
Wrote letter to Darrell. 
At noon every day Henry Roden, Charley Wagner, 
collector, Fox, attorney & Beers meet in my office & 
we smoke cigars & talk for an hour.  Jack 
Hellenthal has proposed a way to Settle my trouble 
with his firm about the Matheson costs.  I don’t like 
it but I don’t like the fight either & if I can get a fair 
settlement I will do so! 

-20th - 
Have begun consideration of Jack Hellenthals 
proposition – he has given me a long winded 
agreement & wishes me to get John G. Grant & the 
new guardian of the Matheson heirs to sign it – it 
doesnt look good at first glance. 

Diary 44, 1935 
September 21-
22 

-21st – 
Mrs. Captain Brown. U.S. Rev. Cutter called up & 
asked to bring Captain Desmwolf & his wife up to 
see my library – they came & we had a pleasant 
hour.  He is the head of the Coast Survey boats in 
Alaska. 
In the evening our long time friend Sargeant, of the 
Geological Survey called & spent a pleasant hour. 

-22nd - 
Sunday, working on my letter to A.J. Hellenthal 
about the $25000 his brother Si, retained which was 
sent by their client, the National Surety Co. to pay 
that sum agreed to be paid by the Surety Co. as 
part of the costs on Stipulation for settlement on 
July 7, 1931 –a slippery transaction. 

Diary 44, 1935 
September 23-
25 

-23- 
Finished writing my letter to J.A. Hellenthal – Grace 
will type it. 
Talked with Watson, Sec. to Governor Troy, asked 
him to suggest to the Gov. that he confer with Pres. 
Bunnell of the University on his trip to Fairbanks 
about securing government aid for publication of a 
history of Alaska. 

-24th – 
Recd. letter from Darrell about money – says he 



will send me $7500 per month & charges to one of 
my bonds!! 
Delivered copies of letter to Hellenthal & Hellenthal 
in re Matheson Estate - $25000 & also to Roden & 
Faulkner! 

-25- 
Nothing new – raining. 
Answering correspondence. 

Diary 44, 1935 
September 26-
27 

-26 – 27- 
Same as usual in the office. 
Answering correspondence and especially writing 
to Winden & Englund Tacoma and Enumclaw 
about Nan’s Est. and Harry’s condition.  Also I 
received letter from Darrell about selling the 
Puyallup valley dairy farm – he is not enthusiastic 
about selling & finally suggested that he would 
send me $75.00 per month & charge it against the 
bonds his mother left to him but with the trust that 
he would use them to assist me if in my old age I 
needed that assistance.  For forty years & more I 
have not needed it, but now on act. of the 
Roosevelt depression my income is cut pretty small 
by reason of failure of clients to pay I am 

Diary 44, 1935 
September 26-
27 

-26 – 27- 
inclined to allow him to use the bonds in the way 
he suggests.  He is happily beyond danger of 
financial difficulty himself – he has a life long 
income of about $250.00 per month as a retired 
Naval officer, and a good job with the Ins. Co. of 
N.A. - $25,000 in money on deposit, no family 
except his wife, Jane, and both very economical in 
spending, and the one half of my Puyallup farm 
$5000 in bonds left him by his mother our of our 
community estate when she passed away – so why 
not?  Of course, I own my own home here in 
Juneau, and the house & lot between the Bishop 
Apts (which belong to Grace) & the Presbyterian 
church - & my income from rents amounts to $90. 
per month. 

Diary 44, 1935 
September 26-
27 

-26 – 27- 
I could get along all right if people who owe me 
would – or could – pay but they are unable to do 
that promptly, and then taxes are high etc. etc. so 
$7500 per month would keep the wolf away & allow 

me to live in peace & still keep my office open, and 
work on my historical collection in a small way at 
the same time.  I will leave by half interest in the 
Puyallup farm to Darrell by my will & thus repay 
him corn if the bonds to not 

Last night I sent a telegram to Chas. E. Bunnell, 
Pres. University at Fairbanks to consult with Gov. 
Troy who is enroute to Fairbanks about making an 
allowance from public (U.S.) funds to enable me to 
write the History of Alaska, in conjunction 

Diary 44, 1935 
September 26-
27 

-26 – 27- 
with Geoghegan – told Bunnell to have Governor 
Troy confer with G at the same time.  If the money 
can be secured I would give my whole time – 
practically – to that work & transfer my office law 
work to Beers or some one else & when I am 80 
years old – in two years – retire entirely form the 
law practice, for I find that people do not want a 
man of my age as an attorney!! 
I am working in my leisure time now on a series of 
Biographies of Early Day Prominent characters of 
Alaska!  Gov Kinkaid, first Gov.  Jack McQuesten, 
Capt. Mayo, & his group, etc. ands the Early 
Russian Governors of Russian America which work 
I greatly enjoy. 

Diary 44, 1935 
September 27-
30 

27 
I will leave this material in my library for the use of 
future scholars & students of Alaska History, if it is 
not possible to get it in type before I pass over the 
last great divide.  I am now 78 years old. 

-28th – 
Nothing new.  Wrote letter to Joe Anicich, Tanana, 
for information about Jack McQuesten etc. 

-29th – 30th - 
In office as usual.  Tom. Ashby, one of the early 
miners in Juneau and Circle City called & we talked 
about George E. Pilz, the first prospector geologist 
& locator of mines in the S.E. Alaska.  Ashby says 
he was with Pilz on the night Pilz died in 
September 1925 at Eagle City, Alaska. 

Diary 44, 1935 
September 30- 
October 1 

-30th continued 
Wrote a letter to the Librarian of Freiberg 
Academia, Freiberg, Germany asking for 
information about George E. Pilz – if ever a student 
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there. 
October 1, 1935 

Wm L. Paul came into my office today & urged me 
to confer with Dr. Paul Gordon, of the U.S. Indian 
Bureau about becoming one of the attorneys for 
the Thlinget & Haida Indians in the suit to recover 
the value of the possessory rights of the ancestors 
of the present Indians under the Act of Congress 
enacted & approved on June 19, 1935  Dr. Gordon 
is leaving today on air plane for Fairbanks or Nome 
and I am to see him on his return for final 
consideration of the matter. 

Diary 44, 1935 
October 2-3 

-2 – 3- 
Jim York is “fussing” because I took the option for 
the “Horrible” & “Mexican” mining claims in my 
name instead of his.  Well, we were partners in 
taking the option & he owes the Beherends Bank 
note of $15000 on which I am surety so I thought I 
was ok, and he agreed to it at the time – but he 
talks too much.  He wants to sell it & I want to be 
safe:  I sent the Option back to Col. J.J. Crossley, 
Portland, Or. today by registered mail to have an 
acknowledgement affixed & if it is I will then file it 
for record, & Jim can talk all he pleases to his 
proposed purchasers. 

Interview today with Dr. Paul Gordon, in charge 
of Indian Affairs in S.E. Alaska, about the suit 

Diary 44, 1935 
October 3-5 

3 
by the Tlinget and Haida people for recovery of the 
value of their possessory rights in S.E. Alaska.  He 
is friendly to my being employed as attorney in the 
case for the Indians!  Also with John Harris, same. 
of the founder of Juneau – a half breed – same.  
John loaned me his Scrap Book containing 
statement by his father written in 1900, about 
mining locations 1880. 

-4- 
As usual in office.  Made will for John J. Blom.-
Bolm. 

-5- 
Prof Wilcox of the University of Alaska called, 
invited him to dinner Sunday evening – he is 
preparing to start his Mining Course at the A.B. 
Hall on Monday & seems to think he will have good 

classes. 

Diary 44, 1935 
October 6-10 

-6- 
Wilcox took dinner with us. 

-7- 
Writing letter to Sec. of the Interior, Harold E. 
Ickes, about extending the Matanuska farm project 
southward to include the Kenai shore lands. 

-8th – 
Preparing data for my address at the dedication of 
the Juneau-Douglas bridge next Sunday.  Subject: 
Santa Clause & Alaska: Discovery & developing of 
the Treadwell Mine! & the influence on Alaska 
mining. 

-9th – 
Same as yesterday.  Recd. letter & check from 
Dribelbis, Fairbanks for $3375 bal. Grubstake 
dividends, etc.  

-10th - 
Recd letter from Wilcox – from Arthur H. 

Diary 44, 1935 
October 10-13 

10 
Clark & Co. publishers, refusing to publish my Ms. 
“Old Yukon Trails” & giving me the reasons why it 
is not fit for publication – the first criticism of value 
that I have yet had.  I will have it returned to me for 
repairs? 
Check from Darrell for another $7500 
Other correspondence, etc. Ordered new suit 
clothes = R.H. Williams 

-11th – 12th – 
Same as usual in the office. 
Long talk with John Harris, son of Dick Harris, 
discoverer with Joe Juneau, guided by Kowee, the 
Auke Chief, of Silver Bow Basin gold in 1880. 
John resents Pilz’s statement wherein his father is 
criticised, etc. etc. 

-13th - 
Dedication of the Douglas Bridge. 

Diary 44, 1935 
October 13-14 

-13th – 
A big parade from Juneau to Douglas across the 
new Bridge – The Governor & others (including 
self) spoke, some music, everybody cold & a rather 
dreary time of it. 



-Empire- 
 

[clipping] 
Wickersham Introduced 

The main address of the afternoon was that of 
James Wickersham, of whom Mr. Roden said in his 
introduction:  “He has been associated with the 
development of the Territory perhaps more than 
any other person present today, having partaken in 
the development of Alaska since its early days, 
aided in the securing of the railroad from Seward to 
Fairbanks, and been an ardent booster for the 
Gastineau Channel Bridge from the first days of its 
early mention.” 

Mr. Wickersham chose for his subject the 
relation of the Treadwell mine to the development 
of the entire Territory of Alaska, citing the fact that 
the Dawson claims and the great opening of the 
Klondike were the discoveries of miners originally 
employed at the old Treadwell mine, and that 
$450,000,000 had thus been located in Alaska by 
Treadwell miners. 

“They will tell you,” he said, “that Santa Claus got 
us this bridge, but I tell you, Santa Claus had 
nothing to do with it.  The Treadwell miners, with 
their discoveries, their initiative, and their ability to 
work, alone are responsible.” 

Discussing the naming of the bridge Douglas, for 
the island to which it runs, Mr. Wickersham 
remarked that the bridge had been named so by 
Juneau residents because “one always names a 
bridge for the place to which it goes.”  In predicting, 
therefore, that Douglas residents would soon be 
calling the bridge “Juneau,” he suggested as a 
solution that the new structure be renamed 
”C{K}owee Bridge” for the famous Auk Indian chief 
who befriended Joe Juneau and Richard T. Harris 
in their first arrival in Gastineau Channel, and 
whose homesite lay at the Juneau end of the 
bridge, his placer claims at the other. 

Mention of the “New Deal” and its part in the 
allocation of funds by several of the speakers 
brought prolonged applause. 

“Kow-ee” [Wickersham draws arrow to incorrectly 

spelled name.] 
-14- 

Everybody is glad the Bridge Dedication is over.  It 
is a big Democratic spread – political hurrah – paid 
out of the Fed. Treasury. 

Diary 44, 1935 
October 15-16 

-15th – 
District Court convenes today – the judge got back 
from his “resteure” in Missouri yesterday – grand 
jury meets today.  The principal business will be 
the trial of about 20 “strikers” – Union men – 
arrested two or three months ago for “Riot.” 

I was both amused & pleased today when  
-16th - 

Long talk with Jack Wilson, a great friend of the 
Indians who will talk for me as Attorney in their land 
suit. 

Diary 44, 1935 
October 17-19 

-17th – 
Made a talk – answered questions – to the children 
of the 4th grade in the public schools on Alaska – 
Eskimo, fish, birds etc. etc.  Enjoyed it very much & 
I think the children did also. 
Jack Hellenthal brought me a copy of an 
agreement signed by Mrs. Mathison & her three 
daughters approving Si’s job of closing their estate 
& keeping the $25000 – to read – he agreed to give 
me a copy of the paper upon my giving him a copy 
of some parts of the record which I have – I 
agreed! 

-18th – 
Alaska Day!  Nothing unusual. 
Quiet as Sunday. 

-19th - 
Sent papers etc. in Hans Wickersham 

Diary 44, 1935 
October 19-22 

19 
case form Petersburg to U.S. Attorney Holzheimer 
with request that the matter be presented to the 
Grand Jury – mail 
Also mailed to J.A. Hellenthal the copies of Grants 
& Faulkners letters etc. he asked for. 

-20th – 
Sunday – in the library. 

-21st – 
Filed Option from Mrs. Kratz for two mining claims 
– Horrible & Mexican.  Also declaration of Trust for 
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York. 
-22nd - 

Finished letter to Sec. Int. Ickes about Kenai – 
Kachemak Bay project.  Jack Hellenthal gave me a 
copy of the paper signed by Mrs. Matheson – Sec 
& her daughters finally consenting to Si. 
Hellenthals agreement with Roden & Faulkner 
closing the Matheson Estate – just a wicked wrong 
to the children. 

 Rex Beach 
322 Central Park West 
New York, N.Y. 

Diary 44, 1935 
October 23-25 

Octo. 23, 1935. 
U.S. Atty. asked me to telegraph to Petersburg & 
have Dr. Rude send witness against Hans 
Wickersham, to appear before the Grand Jury in 
charges of cruelty in arresting persons charged 
with small crimes – beating them with “billys” & 
other dangerous weapons. 

Finished letters to Sec. of Int. Ickes about 
extension of the Matanuska Colony to the Kenai 
farm lands south of Turnagain Arm etc.  Of interest 
to Alaskans – but it may not attract Ickes. 

-24 – 25- 
Same as usual in the office. 

Diary 44, 1935 
October 26-28 

-26th – 
Saturday, heavy snow storm. 
Witness here in Hans Wickersham case from 
Petersburg.  Writing letters. 

-27th – 
Sunday at home – reading Muir’s “Travels in 
Alaska” – fine book. 

-28th - 
Wm L. Paul is in trouble – charged with meddling 
with jurors etc.  The people of Petersburg sent 

witnesses to me and asked that they be called 
before the Grand Jury in relation to other matters – 
this morning I learned that they are also to 
complain about Pauls embezzlement of a large 
sum of money which he collected & failed to pay 
over in a cannery case arising at Petersburg.  It is 
just too bad that 

Diary 44, 1935 
October 28-29 

28 
he cannot restrain his greed for he is an intelligent 
and unusually bright half breed Indian & has a wide 
and influential power among his own people – he 
could do as much good if he would only follow 
honest paths. 

-29th - 
Paul was brought before Judge Alexander on the 
contempt charge – on the hearing Judge Alexander 
found him guilty of Contempt – fined him $100. and 
suspended him from practicing in his court for six 
months!  The latter past – suspension – is void 
under the decision of the Ct. Court of Appeals in 
the case of “Liber v U.S. [?] Fed. 881:  I called that 
case to Rodens attention: 

Diary 44, 1935 
October 30-31 

-30th – 
The Union paper, the Dispatch, is out today with a 
most vicious attack on the court officials in the case 
of the U.S. v 33 strikers – and quote their attorney, 
coming on the first boat to defend the indicted men, 
in the use of language toward the court & 
“shysters” who defend them, in extreme criticism!  
The grand jury is yet in session & I fear more 
trouble – soon!  Fortunately I have not mixed in it. 

-31st - 
Joined the Elks Lodge last night – demit[?] from 
Tacoma Lode when I joined in 1898.  Was given a 
friendly reception. 
Wm L. Paul brought the Demert 

Diary 44, 1935 
October 31- 
November 2 

31 
cases:  Smith’s, Husband & Wife plaintiffs vs 
Demert Packing Co. & Charles, Emma & George 
Demert, as partners, doing business under the 
name of Demmert Packing Co.  Depts over to see 
me this afternoon, for trial on tomorrow – by jury, 
under the Workmans Compensation Law – for 
$3600. & $1200. atty fees & costs. 



-Nov. 1, 1935- 
Nothing worth mentioning, just work as usual in the 
office.  
Case of Smith v Demmert Packing Co. 
compromised & judgment entered. 

-Nov. 2nd - 
A very interesting matter is pending before the 
Grand Jury – the indictment of Wm L. Paul, for 
obtaining money under fraudulent pretenses!! 

Diary 44, 1935 
November 2 

2 
I am informed by rumors that the Grand Jury has 
not brought in the indictment & wishes to adjourn 
without doing so, but the judge is said to have told 
the Pros. Atty he would not discharge the Grand 
Jury until a full examination of the various charges 
of bad practices against Paul had been examined 
& indictments returned!  The town is full of such 
rumors, but whether they are true or not I do not 
know!!  Any way Paul is scared! and answer to his 
friends that the Judge is the son of Congressman 
A- of Mo. who tried to Pass the old “Alexander” 
brief in Congress in the interest of the Alaska 
canneries – which he denounced as a steal in his 
newspaper – Alaska Fisherman – some years ago!  
And the fire burns. 

Diary 44, 1935 
November 3-5 

-3- 
Sunday – writing letters at home.  Grace read me a 
“dog story” written by Mrs. Marshall, and I thought 
it was well done.  She is a fluent writer & has skill 
in imagery.  I am quite surprised & pleased at her 
style.  Wrote a letter to Mrs. Anna Hall Strong, 
thanking her for sending me a beautiful photograph 
of Catherine!, the wife of Peter the Great, while she 
was in Moscow. 

-4th – 
Same as usual in the office: Drunk fisherman & 
friends: 2 drinks only! 

-5th - 
Attended meeting of the Dramatic Club in High 
School Auditorium 

Diary 44, 1935 
November 5-6 

5 
and delivered a talk on Eskimo Dramatics – 
Dances and Feasts – special reference to my visit 
to an Eskimo function at Cape Prince of Wales in 

Jany. 1902, & showed my picture book from 
Eskimo chief at Shishmareff Inlet No 2740, 2741-
2Bibliography. 

-6th - 
Talk with Roden about the Si. Hellenthal matter – 
Henry is disturbed about it & says he intends to talk 
with Faulkner again, etc etc. 
Also correspondence with Hawksworth Bureau of 
Indian affairs about the law suit S.E. Alaska Indians 
v. U.S. about claim for due Indian lands.  
Hawksworth said he intended to attend the A.N.B. 
meeting at Wrangell next 

Diary 44, 1935 
November 6-7 

6 
work about employment of attorney for the Indians 
in that case.  He is, also, much distressed at the 
charges of embezzlement against Paul!  It seems 
that Judge Alexander is determined to have the 
Grand Jury bring in an Indictment against Paul! 
which will probably bar him from acting even as 
assistant attorney in the Indian land case v. U.S.  
Al White is mixing in that case & trying to prevent 
the Indians from employing me as their attorney.  
Cannot yet find out if White is trying to get the job!! 

-7th - 
Same as usual in the office. 
I am preparing letter to the Matheson girls in 
answer to their act in signing foolish approval of 
Hellenthal agreement – another “job.” 

Diary 44, 1935 
November 8-14 

-8th – 
Attacked by case of Cold in the Head. 

9 – 13th  
Home most of the time with bad cold.  Out today 
but not cured. 
Entered appearance in Gorham case No 3833 
Thomas Hd. Co vs Mary J. Gorham – The Case of 
U.S. v 25 A.J. Mine Shifters on trial – Court is “agin 
em.” 
Invited to attend Phillipine function in honor of their 
Independence – but do not feel able to go. 

-14- 
My cold is not any better.  I cough & that annoys 
Grace who thinks I am getting worse – which 
annoys me!  Nothing important in the office. 
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Diary 44, 1935 
November 15-17 

-15th – 16th – 
Working on Answer in the case of Thomas Hd. co. 
v Gorham.  It is an interesting case both on the law 
& the facts. 

-17th – 
Sunday – working in the library answering letter 
from Dr. Bunnell Pres. University of Alaska about 
his efforts to get the Rockefeller Foundation to put 
up a fund to aid in preparing History of Alaska.  I 
am putting forward the linguistic abilities of 
Geoghegan as an English and Russian scholar, 
hoping to make them understand that such a 
History can be written by data and competent 
scholar here in Alaska! 

Diary 44, 1935 
November 18-19 

-18 – 19th - 
In conference with Frank Foster Atty for Anderson.  
I am informed that the Thomas Hd. Co. brought a 
suit – by assigning its note against Mrs. Gorham to 
Anderson – suit brought & then dismissed when 
Mtg was taken for that & other accounts – all 
assigned to Anderson – now Hd. Co. by Stabler 
brings suit on open account & Today Foster gives 
me the papers in the first – dismissed – suit 
showing Thos. Hd. Co. & others creditors did really 
assign their accounts to Anderson.  The records 
now seem to be conclusive that Stabler & Thomas 
are mistaken – or are lying! 

Diary 44, 1935 
November 20 

-20- 
Called and talked to Hawksworth of the Indian 
office about the results of the A.N.B. meeting at 
Wrangell & the Wheeler-          Act & Dimond’s 
Amdts thereis.  He told me Paul would be 
employed so the Attorney for the Indians under the 
Act to authorize the Tlingits & Haidas to bring suit 
for the value of their possessory rights under the 
Act which I drew etc. but that he hoped I would be 
also employed to assist him etc. etc.!  He is also in 
favor of the Wheeler-           Act with Dimond 
amendments.  In my judgment, after reading this 
latter Act & Dimonds amendments it will be a 
menace to the Indians & white people too & I do 
not 

Diary 44, 1935 
November 20-21 

20 
think it will be a wise law & that Paul will be utterly 
useless if employed!  It will result in wild orgies of 
waste – disorder and miserable failure!  I am 
amazed at Hawksworths talk – he is building up a 
political scheme for Paul & a few dishonest crooks 
– Congress will be forced to repeal the foolish 
provisions of the law if it is organized in Alaska, 
and the honest and incompetent Indians will be 
robbed and exploited to their utter ruin & misery! 

-21- 
Office same as usual.  Writing to Matheson girls 
about their fathers Estate & then fooling losses 
through Si Hellenthal & Roden!! 

Diary 44, 1935 
November 22-23 

-22nd – 
Sent papers of Katzehin Mining Co. to Joseph 
Chisel, Haines, by W.C. McMayburn who is going 
there.  Sent Chisel letter with papers. 

-November 23rd 1935.- 
[clipping] 

ANB ENDORSES 
HAWKSWORTH 
FOR DIRECTOR 

Wrangell Convention Urges 
William Paul for Assist- 

ant in Indian Bureau 
Charles W. Hawksworth, Acting Director of 

Education in Alaska for the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs, received the unanimous endorsement of 
the Alaska Native Brotherhood in the recent 
convention at Wrangell, for the position of Director 
of Education, and William Paul for the position of 
Assistant Director, according to Cyril Zuboff, 
President of the organization and William Paul, 
Secretary, who returned to Juneau on the 
Northland. 

A favorable vote was also taken by the 
convention to prosecute the claims of the Thlinkets 
and the Haidas in the Court of Claims, under 
Delegate Anthony J. Dimond’s recently passed bill 
authorizing such 

Diary 44, 1935 
November 23-24 

23 
[clipping continued] 

Paul to Represent Tribes 



William Paul was elected to represent the tribes, 
with authority to appoint co-counsel. 

“Because I feel that Judge James Wickersham is 
best equipped and qualified for the position of co-
counsel, I will ask him to serve with me in this 
important work William Paul said today. 

Work on the cases will start immediately, Mr. 
Paul advised, but the presentation will be delayed 
until Congress acts on pending legislation 
authorizing and creating a special Indian Claims 
Commission with the same powers as the Court of 
Claims.  One member of the proposed new 
commission, consisting of seven, must be an 
Indian, Mr. Paul said. 

Testimony will be taken in Alaska by a 
Commissioner appointed by the Court of Claims, 
according to Paul. 

Ask Compensation 
The subject of the suits will be compensation for 

the loss of lands, fishing rights and hunting 
grounds of these tribes when the lands were taken 
over by the United States, following the Treaty of 
Purchase from Russia. 

The Alaska Native Brotherhood convention 
declared a unanimous vote for Prohibition, and 
also for local option until such time as Prohibition is 
enacted. Under the local option the Brotherhood 
desires legislation that will make a two-thirds vote 
in favor of liquor necessary in each community, in 
lieu of the present regulations. 

-24- 
Dinner with Prof. Wilcox at the Gastineau 
Restaurant.  Evening talking – visiting. 

Diary 44, 1935 
November 25-26 

-25th – 
Received telegram today. 
“Alaska Committee Arctic Club cordially invite you 
to be honor guest at Alaska night dinner December 
seventh. Please answer immediately.  E.W. Knight. 
Answered thanking Committee but unable to be 
present on account press of business 
Wm L. Paul came in to insist on my taking charge of 
Land Case vs U.S. for the Tlinget & Haida people 
etc.  I will wait until Dr. Gordon returns from Nome. 

-26th - 

Same as yesterday – nothing out of the ordinary. 

Diary 44, 1935 
November 27-28 

-27th – 
Beginning to gather my data from my library for use 
in the Tlingit-Haida Land Case. vs. U.S.  Of course 
I am not yet formally employed as attorney, but it 
seems that I will be, as I am interested in looking 
up the facts. 

-28th - 
Thanksgiving Day:  In this mornings mail I received 
a reply to my letter of Octo. 10, addressed to Hon 
Harold L. Ickes, Secretary of the Interior, about the 
extension of the U.S. Matanuska Farmers 
settlements southward to cover the Kenai region 
between Turn-Again Arm & Kachemak Bay, on the 
eastern shore of Cook Inlet.  The Secretarys letter 
reads: 

Diary 44, 1935 
November 28 

28 
                       Washington Nov. 15, 1935 
James Wickersham, Esq. Attorney at Law 
Juneau, Alaska, My dear Mr. Wickersham: 
This will acknowledge and thank you for your letter 
dated October 10 with its enclosures pertaining to 
colonization in Alaska.  You have presented your 
recommendations in a clear and comprehensive 
manner and they will receive the full measure of 
consideration which is their due.  We are extremely 
hopeful that the Matanuska colonization project will 
prove successful.  As plans for future 
developments of this character will depend to a 
large extent upon the measure of success with the 
present venture.  I am in hearty accord with the 
general idea that the best interests of Alaska will 
be served by increasing its permanent population 
through colonization, but such settlement projects 

Diary 44, 1935 
November 28 

28 
must be undertaken with extreme care and at a 
gradual rate to assure absorption in the economic 
and social life of the Territory.  I am referring your 
letter and the material transmitted therewith to 
Director Ernest Gruening of the division of 
Territories and Island Possessions in this 
Department. Director Gruening is also chairman of 
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the President’s Inter-departmental Committee on 
Alaska, and I am suggesting to him that your 
recommendations receive the attention of that 
Committee at the proper time.  Sincerely yours, 

Harold L. Ickes. 
Secretary of the Interior 

Also, yesterday, Mr. George I. Woodruff of Homer, 
(Uintah, Utah) came in to see me – about Kenai, 
where he has recently settled on a homestead.  He 
left his son – 12 years old – on the Hd. and is  

Diary 44, 1935 
November 28 

28 
on his way back to his old farm in Uintah, Utah 
whence he will return in a few months to Homer 
Hd. with his family, and 7 other farmers with their 
families.  I am, of course, greatly pleased with Sec. 
Ickes letter, & hope for good results to the Kenai 
country from his interest as expressed therein. 

I shall greatly enjoy Mrs. Wickersham 
Thanksgiving turkey dinner the better for this 
hopeful trend that way!  Kenai is truly the Garden 
Spot of the Territory of Alaska. 

We had a good Turkey Dinner – friends called & 
we had music etc.  Prof. Wilcox, special work in 
mining & prospecting from the University of Alaska, 
had dinner with us. 

Diary 44, 1935 
November 29 

-Nov 29th - 
Finished my letter, with exhibits, in relation to 
Mathison Estate, and fwd same today to Catherine 
M. Wilson, Bellingham, for the purpose of 
convincing the 3 heirs, sisters that the Stipulation 
signed by Faulkner, for the girls, Roden for the 
mother & Hellenthal & Hellenthal for the Surety Co. 
was fraudulent, etc. 

Recd. letter from Wm L. Paul, under meeting of 
the Indians, etc. authorizing me to appear as their 
attorney in charge of the case of Tlingit & Haida 
tribes in the case asking for compensation against 
the United States for their original right of 
occupancy – taken by the U.S. without treaty or 
other right. 

Diary 44, 1935 
November 30- 
December 1 

-Nov 30- 
I am caught up with my work & will start gathering 
data for the Tlingit & Haida Law Case.  The first 
thing to do is to get my authority from the Indians & 

my agreement for control of the case & salary 
(percentage of the judgment obtained) arranged 
for. 

-Dec 1.- 
Sunday – at home.  Recd telegram from Mrs. 
Juanita Anderson, Seldovia, about Col. Crittenden.  
Dr. wants to declare him insane.  Also received 
letter of authority (?) from the Sec. Tlingit & Haida 
meeting saying that Paul had right to appoint me 
co-Counsel!! 

Diary 44, 1935 
December 2-3 

-Dec. 2- 
In the office – beginning to arrange plans in re 
Tlingit & Haida case.  It is a long detail of 
technicalities - & it would drive a “Philadelphia 
lawyer” to drink – but I have to begin at the bottom 
and probably do again everything that Paul has so 
carelessly done at the Wrangell meeting.  Dr. 
Gordon Ind. Affairs office will be in Juneau from his 
Nome trip – Dec. 7th & we can then begin to begin! 

-3rd  
Mrs. Cyril Zuboff came in to talk to me about suit 
for divorce – wrote letter asking her husband to 
come to see me about Indian Land suit. 

Diary 44, 1935 
December 4-6 

-4th – 
Grace & I attended the Elks social last evening.  I 
went to the lodge first and at 930 the wives came & 
& they played cards, danced, played ten pins etc. 
etc.  I read! 

-5 – 6- 
Working same as usual.  Today examined title to 
“Ellen Millsite” in Berners Bay & wrote letter to 
H.W. Mullen, 312 Republic Bldg, Portland, at Yorks 
request for information – we hope to get it or cable 
line to “Horrible” & Mexican” mines in Berners Bay 
district from its position.  Wrote letter to H.W. 
Mullen, 312 Republic Bldg Portland Or. asking 
about his title “Pool” etc. for “Ellen Mill Site.” 

Diary 44, 1935 
December 8-10 

-8th – 
Attended the Elks Memorial Services 

-9- 
Gathering source materials for Indian Land Case.  
Will confer with Dr. Gordon & Hawksworth, Indian 
affairs offices tomorrow in re organizing preliminary 
matters therein. 



-10th - 
Conference with Hawksworth, Dr. _____Gordon, 
Zuboff, Frank Peratrovich, & Brown, - Indians 
about outline of organization of Indian Land Case.  
It is a hard task to make the Indians understand the 
matter – but I have determined to make up an 
outline of what ought to be done & get the approval 
of the Indian Affairs officials & get them to secure 
its approval by the Indians. 

Diary 44, 1935 
December 10-11 

-10th – 
Before Paul left he appointed his wife Treasurer & 
she is sending out notices & receipts asking the 
Indians to send in the money to her – it will of 
course be spent for Paul – as an Attorney – instead 
of the preparation of the case!  He is engaged on a 
commission of what judgment we get – not on what 
she can get the Indians to pay! 

-10 – 11th - 
Recd. from Darrell check $7500 relief also check 
Int. on bonds, relief $24.50 = 99.50.  Paid part of 
this on Hd. expenses.  Grace paid the rest from 
rents etc.   
I am writing statement – outline to Indians – 
Committee, in relation to authorizing approval of 
my contract as attorney for them in the Tlingit-
Haida Land Suit. 

Diary 44, 1935 
December 12-14 

-12th – 
Have prepared acceptance of proffered service by 
Indians as Attorney in Law Suit.  trying to get ready 
to make contract etc. a mess already! 

13th  
Making wills for Lockie & Mrs. Martha McKinnon – 
also copying letter to Wm L. Paul & other officers of 
the Tlingit & Haida Indians accepting their proffered 
employment as leading counsel in the Tlingit & 
Haida Land Case. 

-14th - 
Finished writing letters accepting proffer of officials 
of Indian Meeting that I act as leading counsel for 
the Tlingits & Haidas in the law Suit against the 
Government to recover the value of their 
possessory rights 

Diary 44, 1935 
December 14 

14 
in S.E. Alaska, under the Act of Congress, Public 
No 152, 74th Congress, approved by the President 
June 19, 1935, and sent exact copies of same to 
Frank Pierce, ch. Committee to employ lawyers, 
Juneau, Chas. N. Hawksworth, Care U.S. Office 
Indian Affairs, Juneau, David Morgan, Ch. A.N.B. 
also Ch. Central Council, Hoonah, Judson Brown, 
Sec. A.N.B. Care U.S. Marshal office, Juneau, & 
Cyril J. Zuboff, Juneau.  I have gone to all this 
trouble so as to get a correct record of my 
employment up to this date:  Contract has yet to be 
made. 
Prepared Wills for Lockie & Martha McKinnon – 
signed in duplicate by both parties – also Power of 
Atty by them to Simpson McKinnon. 

Diary 44, 1935 
December 14-16 

-14th continued- 
The McKinnons leave tonight on the boat for 
Seattle – operation to be had on Mrs. McKinnon – 
nose trouble. 
We are getting Christmas mail off etc. 

-16th - 
Grace received a letter from her sister, Mrs. 
Faucher, Kent Wash. who had word from her 
brother Harry’s wife, Barcelona, Spain, Harry died 
on November 24th.  Grace received a letter from 
her dated Nov. 20, saying Henry had an operation.  
I dont know what for, and was recovering rapidly – 
he died on the 24th.  It is a sad blow to Grace.  She 
loved Henry dearly & was impatiently waiting for 
his return to their old home hear Kent – with his 
son Daniel & his wife Dolores. 

Diary 44, 1935 
December 17 

-17th - 
Grace has had for some months a copy of her 
brother Harry’s will.  It covers quite a lot of property 
which in these days of depression may be without 
money value, but will give more trouble in caring 
for through the Consular Offices in Spain & 
Probate offices in Seattle, probably for that very 
reason!  Grace is made Executrix – but as the will 
has to be probated in Seattle, she cannot serve 
since she is a resident of Alaska – which increases 
the labor & expense.  Of course nothing can be 
done until se can get into communication with 
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Henry’s widow. 
Drew agreement Femmer Wharf with Alaska 
Trans. Co. (preliminary) 

Diary 44, 1935 
December 18-21 

-18- 
Same as usual in the office. 
Sent Darrell copy of the book relating to steamers, 
boats, officers etc. on the Pacific Coast – a book 
he wants & one that will please him. Also sent Jim 
Wickersham, Jr. Patoka, Illinois, photograph of 
Juneau – showing our house on the hilltop.  Merry 
Christmas etc.  Grace is sending Christmas Cards 
to acquaintances & others – out of town. 

-19th – 
Catching up with correspondence. 

20th  
Same as yesterday. 

-21st - 
Same as yesterday.  Writing letter to Judge Gore 
asking him to run for Delegate to Congress – 
promise support. 

Diary 44, 1935 
December 22-23 

-22nd – 
Wrote letter to Judge Gore urging him to become 
candidate for Delegate & promising to support him.  
He is the most agreeable candidate in sight – on 
the Republican ticket.  Have finished reading 
Prescotts “ Conquest of Mexico” for the seventh 
time. 

-23rd - 
Grace has letter from the wife of President of the 
Electric Co. in Barcelona, Spain, saying her 
brothers widow & son will soon come to America.  
She is greatly excited over the news & is very 
anxious to meet them especially the son for whom 
she has built up a family love that guides her in all 
her thoughts about the boy, who seems to be a fine 
manly fellow with his fathers smile! 

Diary 44, 1935 
December 24 

24th  
Roden, Winn & Waynor have made up a “pot” & 
this afternoon spent the contents for a Christmas 
bottle – they invited in a few friends and got started 
on a “steam up” for tomorrow – it was not bad! 
Grace & Ruth are putting in a fine Christmas tree – 
with electric lights of many colors – when I was a 
child we used about ½ doz candles set on bands 

away form the tree so as to escape fires – which 
too often set the tree in a blaze and sometimes the 
church itself.  Such an electricled tree is beautiful.  
We are receiving & sending many Christmas cards 
from & to our friends in distant places. 

Diary 44, 1935 
December 25 

[card] 
My dear Judge and Mrs. Wickersham: 

Please accept 
my Heartiest Greetings and Good Wishes 

on the occasion of Christmas 
and the New Year. 

And may God give abundant effect 
 to the Prayers which I make 

for your Happiness 
Ad multos annos! 

Thank you for the joy 
and the honor of your presence 
and of your “Words” on the day of my Jubilee. 

Bishop Crimont  
-Christmas Day- 
-Dec 25, 1935- 

We had dinner with Mrs. Martha Marshall – widow 
– who is living with “Jack” & “Frizz” the boys of Mr. 
& Mrs. Glucker who 

Diary 44, 1935 
December 25 

25 
are on a visit to the States. 
Dr. Dawes & Mrs. Dawes, Rev. Mr. & Mrs. 
Waggoner & their son.  Grace & Ruth and I, Mrs. 
Marshalls son Roy           & 2 or 3 others whose 
names I cannot remember. 
Dr. Dawes carved a well cooked turkey, Grace 
baked took along three berry pies, candy, nuts etc. 
etc. no drinks – no smoking, but pleasant & happy 
dinner party.  At home during the evening – 
reading & music. 
Am reading Herrera’s History Recd. & book from 
Henry O’Malley written by George Michael entitled 
“Hand out.” political propaganda against the New 
Deal. 

Diary 44, 1935 
December 26 

-26th - 
Generally a fine Christmas in Juneau – good 
weather & everybody busy.  Recd copy of Saturday 
Evening Post which contains an article by John 
Rustgard former Atty. Genl., here in Alaska entitled 



“Human Rights and Property Rights, Post Jany 4, 
1936.  It is political propaganda & not very exciting.  
Also recd. by mail another political book entitled 
“Hell Bent for Election” by Warburg, from Henry 
O’Malley, with a kind note on its fly leaf from 
O’Malley.  Noticed in the mail a package for Ruth 
from Mr. E.J. Morarity, 195 Broadway, N.Y. wonder 
about it. 

Diary 44, 1935 
December 27-28 

-27th – 
Finishing up correspondence. 

-28- 
Studying the Indian Land Case Law.  Attended the 
Capitol Theater to see: 
 
[clipping] 

ALASKA NATIVES 
IN PERSON 

Impersonating Aboriginal Potlatch and 
Ceremonial Songs and Dances in Full 

NATIVE REGALIA 
Including Peace and Party 

Songs and Dances! 
 
Wrote Darrell good Christmas letter – recd box fruit 
from him. 

Diary 44, 1935 
December 29-30 

-29th – 
We had the Gucker children, Edwin, Heisel, Jack 
Hawk, Jack Newmarker, Sue Stewart, “Malc.” 
Faulkner & their chaperones in for music & candy 
last night – the “youngest set” enjoyed it but the 
older ones are so sophisticated they looked bored 
though they stood for their photographs & rushed 
off early to specialty events with young people of 
their ages.  “Fuzzy” Gucker was the life of the 
occasion, Red hair! 
Working on Indian Land Case. 

-30th - 
Monday – at home, as usual at the office.  Grace’s 
Brother’s will came to her by mail:  It will involve a 
lot of work for her & I am afraid, for me also. 

Diary 44, 1935 
December 31- 
January 2, 1936 

31st  
Everyone getting ready for the 1st. 

January 1st 1936. 
There was little noise as the old year passed & the 

new one came in.  While the town enjoyed the 
evening and today it has been quiet & enjoyable 
with little drunkenness – a happy New Year.  
I have spent the days & evenings in re-reading 
Prescott’s Conquest of Peru. 
Grace had the Gucker boys, with Mrs. Marshall, 
over tonight to try & get some photographs – with 
Malcolm Faulkners dog – but “Fuzzy” Gucker & the 
dog could not be kept quiet & I fear her pictures are 
failures for that reason.  Some friends in for a 
single glass & the Bridge Club for a nights game. 

-2nd - 
Same as usual in the office. 
Still reading Conquest of Peru. 

Diary 44, 1936 
January 3-9 

3-4 
Same as usual in the office. 
Nothing new – attended Bar Assoc. Luncheon 

5-6-7. 
Same as usual in the office. 
Grace has been sick with a cold. 

-8- 
Recd. relief from Darrell  $5000 
Recd. on act. Peratovich $4500 
As usual in office.  Democratic Dinner – Jackson 
day, tonight! 

-9th - 
Cyril Zuboff in & I talked to him about his wifes 
divorce – showed him papers I wanted him to sign.  
He pretended he had not talked to his wife about 
the matters.   I drew a pencil copy of complaint 
after he left the office.  Paid by bills by check. 

Diary 44, 1936 
January 10-13 

-10th – 
Letter from Bunnell – coming south on first boat & 
will see me about History of Alaska.  I fear Zuboff 
scared his wife out of her desire for divorce!  
Correspondence! 

-11th – 
In court – matters went over for a walk in 
consequence of crowded docket – Judge 
Alexander said he would decide my demurrer & 
motion to Strike from Reply – this next week! 

-12th – 
Sunday – at home – reading Garcilaso de La Vega 
– also Humboldt – Peru & Mexican antiquities etc. 
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-13th - 
Invited to speak at Lincoln Day Dinner – on Lincoln 
& nat politics - accepted 

Diary 44, 1936 
January 13-15 

13 
Am having much trouble with the Zuboffs: who 
want a divorce – but quarrel about who, when & 
why.  Later Mrs. Z. came in & said she intended to 
get the divorce & would bring me certain papers for 
information in preparing the complaint. 

-14th – 
In the office as usual nothing new. 

-15th - 
Mr. W.J. Jones, asst. to Pres. of the new Alaska 
Transportation Co. came in to call – introduced by 
Henry Roden who performed that courtesy – then 
extracted a good cigar from his pocket, lit it & 
proceeded to smoke – but did not offer me a whiff!  
Just like Henry, though I did not want a whiff!  Am 
looking forward to appearance of the “Victoria” in 
the morning with Pres. Bunnell of the University – I 
will meet his boat and 

Diary 44, 1936 
January 15-20 

15 
learn what he has to tell me about the History of 
Alaska etc. 

-16th – 
“Victory” in port this morning at 3 a.m.  Saw 
Bunnell and he had letter from Stevens 
representing eastern money approving matter of 
History, & employment of Geoghegan, but Bunnell 
enroute east and will there make more definite 
arrangements.  Grace with me to see Bunnell – he 
seems quite sanguine project will go through on 
fair basis, & will keep me advised. 

-17th – 
In the office as usual. 

18-20- 
Same as usual.  Letter from Darrell asking me to 
secure data in re the “Annette” – looking for 
witnesses. 
Zuboffs seem determined to have their divorce. 

Diary 44, 1936 
January 20-21 

20 
We attended the reception given by the members 
of his church to Rev. E.C. Rice, of the Episcopal 
congregation, last night – all the members of the 

church ministry in Juneau were there.  Bishop 
Crimont, Catholic, Glasse, of the Presbyterian, 
Rev. Wagner, same, Father Le Vassuer, Catholic,  
Judge Alexander & wife etc. etc.  It was a fine 
compliment to Rev. Rice – who is having trouble 
with Bishop Rowe.  I fear Rowe is getting old and 
cranky & is doing Rice & the Church more harm 
than he Rowe – suspects. 

-21st - 
Busy in the office after several days in the “Dumps” 
with a damn cold.  Grace pulled me through with 
making me go to bed & hot water bottles at my 
hoofs. 

Diary 44, 1936 
January 25-26 

-25th – 
[clipping] 

HOMER SECTION 
BEING SURVEYED 

Belief Expressed Modified 
Farm Colony to Be 

Established 
ANCHORAGE, Alaska, Jan. 25.-A Government 

surveyor is doing extensive work now at Homer, 
giving rise to the belief that another modified-type 
farm colony may be in the offering. 

Soil, climate and transportation facilities are said 
by some to be equal or superior to Matanuska.  
Unlimited acreage of rolling grass awaits the plow 
without clearing, with a year around harbor for any 
size ships. 
 
I just wonder if this has any connection with my 
correspondence with Sec. Ickes about the Kenai 
idea? 

Sunday 26th  
In my library finishing up my article on the Peru 
Stampede! 

Diary 44, 1936 
January 27-28 

-27th – 
Notice of Call to pay balance of bonds etc. in the 
McKinnon Investment Co.  Mrs. Heckman is taking 
up balance of the McKinnon bonds – about 10000. 
 
[clipping] 

HOMER MAY BE  
SITE OF NEW  



FARM COLONY 
Government Is Surveying 

Area-Matanuska-like 
Project Is Seen 

WASHINGTON, Jan. 27-A preliminary survey of 
the Homer area, on Cook Inlet, Alaska, in 
connection with possible development of a farm 
colony somewhat in the manner of the Matanuska 
project is reported to be underway. 

Delegate Anthony J. Dimond said that at his 
request the Interior Department’s Land Office has 
assigned a man to survey the Kenai Peninsula 
section near Homer.  Delegate Dimond 
emphasized that at present the colony was in the 
“talked of” stage, and that nothing has been 
decided either by Alaskans interested or by the 
government.  The delegate said that the only 
question in his mind was the market for any large-
scale agricultural development in the Homer 
district, and said that this would be settled when 
and if a highway was constructed to Anchorage so 
as to connect with the railroad. 

The highway already extends half the distance, 
and efforts have been made to connect the missing 
link of the Homer Anchorage road. 

The first intimation that a colony might be in the 
offing came from Leon Vincent, Associated Press 
correspondent at Seldovia, whose interest aroused 
the activities of the surveyor.  Vincent said that 
about 100 independent settlers are now in the 
region, and more coming. 

He described the land as fertile, and much of it 
treeless and ready to plow.  The Methodist 
Orphanage at Seward took over a farm at Homer 
about a year ago, cut 60 tons of wild hay last 
season, raised a quantity of potatoes and garden 
truck. 

One Seattle produce house has a standing offer 
for Homer turnips of a premium of one cent a 
pound higher than Seattle prices.  Large coal 
deposits exposed on reefs provide fuel for the two 
schools in the settlement. 

-28th - 
Evidently Tony does not know about my letters to 

Sec. Ickes and the Sec. replies to me 10 days 
before Tony says he acted! 

Diary 44, 1936 
January 29- 
February 1 

-29th – 
The Young Men’s Rep. Club here in Juneau is 
moving rapidly in its organization – it looks like a 
live one. 

-30th – 
I am to make a 10 minute talk before the 
Republican Club on Lincolns birthday – on Lincoln 
as a western boy. 
Same as usual in the office – there is so little 
business and less money for it – than usual. 

-Feb 1st - 
Recd. return of Christmas letters Grace sent to my 
cousin John at the Masonic Home, Sullivan, Illinois, 
marked “Died Dec. 8th 1935.”  Gold old John!  He 
was 82 years old & a fine character! 

Diary 44, 1936 
February 1-7 

Feb. 1, continued. 
Attended Bar Assoc. lunch at Terminal Café.  Am 
preparing protest against R.V. Anderson having 
permit to construct dock at Homer Spit-Cook Inlet, 
the Government had the plan outlined & the money 
provided.  Anderson, of Seldovia “butted in” & that 
may defeat the government project with relief funds 
– it is very harmful locally.” 

-2- 
Sunday – reading Prescotts – Mexico. 

-3- 
Reading Biography of Lincoln 
Same as usual in the office. 

-4th – 
Same as yesterday. 

5-7th  
Same as usual in the office. 

Diary 44, 1936 
February 8-10 

-8th – 
Wrote letters to Darrell about Ins. Co. case – the 
“Annette” loss.  The Co. was badly stuck in claim.  
Also sent petition to Superior Court, Tacoma, 
asking to have Will of my sister Nan probated and 
give Harry what she bequeathed him in her lost (or 
destroyed) will. 

-9th – 
Sunday – finishing my short address on “Hon 
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Lincoln abolished slavery in Alaska.” 
Blizzard & Taku wind raging. 

-10- 
Same as usual in the office.  Recd letter from 
Judge Bunnell, N.Y. saying that he had a letter 
from Geoghegan saying he cannot assist in 
preparing Hist. of Alaska.  I have written to 

Diary 44, 1936 
February 10-12 

10 
to Geoghegan urging him to do so – he thinks he is 
too old!  really he is suffering from “inferiority 
complex.”  & I am trying to change that sad 
situation & strengthen his back bone.  He is broke 
& scared at life in his old age and poverty! 

Feb. 12, 1936 
The Young Mens Republican Club held tonight at 
the Terminal Café was a pronounced success – 
the place was crowded with both men & women, 
the speeches were above the average, the 
enthusiasm riotous – highly flattering, and the 
whole affair went off well – it was the best meeting 
of its kind ever held in Juneau.  H.L. Faulkner was 
roastinasle[?], the music good, the dinner better 
than usual – in short it was a great success, - a 
spontaneous outpouring of the friends of Abraham 
Lincoln!  I will include paper accounts in my next 
book – Diary which see 
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Diary 45, 1936-
1937 
 

[Front cover] 
1936.-‘7. 

 
Diary of 

James Wickersham 
From 

February 11th 1936. 
- to – 

September 27, 1937. 
 

Howard Franklin 
Discovered Franklin Gulch 

40 Mile – 1884. 
 

  [inside front cover – clipping] 
Alaska Weekly 

One of the surprises of the New Year was the 
receipt of greetings from Thomas Gale, Alaska’s 
first delegate {second} now retired and at the age 
of 87, enjoying life at his home in Fond du Lac, 
Wisconsin.  To Alaskans everywhere he sends this 
message – 

 
I’ve passed the 87th Mile Post, 
And as I wearily ramble on 
I often think of the good old days I spent 
In that beautiful land of the Midnight Sun. 
 
As I glance into the past 
Along life’s weary way, 
I’m cheered by kindly greetings 
From friends I can never repay. 
 
When we are young and full of life, 
It seems Life’s road will never end, 
We only think of earthly strife- 
We do not clearly comprehend. 
 
But when we see with vision clear 
We find life’s but an earthly span 
To give us hope and heavenly cheer, 
To serve our God and fellow man. 
 
I’m nearing the eighty-eighth milepost, 

That points to the celestial “West”- 
Where the burdens of life are laid aside 
To enter the Haven of Eternal Rest. 
 
The sun of life is growing dim, 
But the star of hope still lights the way, 
And smoothes the path of early strife 
Which leads us all to the final day. 
 
Many are the thoughts that enter my mind- 
As I’m nearing eternity’s dim shore. 
All sorrows and griefs I’m leaving behind 
To enter the life where time is no more. 
 
The journey was long, but time flew past 
While I struggled for earthly gain; 
It was sweet and alluring while time did last 
So – I have nothing of which to complain. 

THOMAS GALE. Ex-delegate. 
 [next page] 

Mike Zharoff, Valdez 
I appointed Mike janitor of Valdez court house in 
1905 – still there in 1937! 

Diary 45, 1936 
February 11 

February 11, 1936. 
Miss Virginia Beherends, the wife of B.M. 
Behrends, banker and merchant, died at Ketchikan 
last evening about 7 oclock.  Beherends & Mrs. B 
went south a month ago, she remained in Seattle 
while he went on to New York on business.  She 
started home a week or ten days ago with her 
daughter Mrs. J.T. Mullen, & her husband, took 
sick on the boat was taken off at Ketchikan, 
hospital & died there: before B.M. Behrends could 
reach there.  He will get to Ketchikan this morning.  
she was a loveable, modest, home loving wife and 
mother. 

Diary 45, 1936 
February 13 

13 
Alaska – Juneau Empire 

Feb 12, 1930. 
 
[clipping] 

Republicans Honor Lincoln; 
Score New Deal at Banquet 
of Young G.O.P. Club Here 



Role Emancipator Played 
in American History 
Told by Speakers 

Vivid and interesting descriptions of Abraham 
Lincoln, sixteenth president of the United States, 
and the part he played in holding the union 
together and freeing the slaves were given last 
night at the Lincoln Day banquet of the Young 
Men’s Republican Club of Juneau and Douglas.  
Judge James Wickersham told of how Lincoln’s 
Emancipation Proclamation resulted in freeing the 
Indian slaves in Alaska.  Judge H.B. LeFevre 
related his own recollections of the great man and 
Howard D. Stabler compared Lincoln’s policies with 
those of the present day. 

WICKERSHAMS ADDRESS 
In a learned address Judge James Wickersham, 

authority on Alaska history, told how Abraham 
Lincoln abolished slavery in Alaska. 

“The Indians of Southeast Alaska were the first 
Americans on the Pacific Coast to honor Abraham 
Lincoln in raising a monument to his memory as 
the liberator of slaves in American territory,” Judge 
Wickersham said.  “A great totem pole at the old 
Indian village at Tongass still stands and supports 
atop its wooden pedestal a statue in heroic size of 
the martyred President erected by them in 1870, in 
remembrance of their loyal appreciation of his 
proclamation abolishing slavery in America. 

Diary 45, 1936 
February 13-14 

13 
“Before 1880, when Lincoln leg the people of his 
country to battle against slavery, Southeast Alaska, 
from Dixon’s Entrance to Yakutat was slave 
country.  Long before the Russians established 
their fur trading posts along its coasts, slavery was 
an old and fixed policy and custom among the 
Indian tribes in that region.  These slaves were 
generally Indians captured by great carved war 
canoes commanded by cruel but courageous 
chieftains, manned by brave but brutal warriors, 
descending in fierce forays upon the innocent and 
unsuspecting villagers around Puget Sound and 
the Strait of Juan De Fuca.” 

-14th - 

Seward Visit 
Judge Wickersham interestingly related incidents 

and court action leading up to the freeing of the 
slave Indians in the Territory. 

“In August, 1869, William H. Seward, the former 
Secretary of State in Abraham Lincoln’s Cabinet, 
who signed the Emancipation Proclamation as 
Secretary of State, and who drew the treaty for the 
purchase of Alaska from Russia, visited Alaska,” 
he said.  “He was royally entertained by the people 
of Sitka, saw the total eclipse of the sun from 
Klukwan and paid a special visit to and made a talk 
to the Tongass Indians.  The Tongass village site 
fronts south from the island on which it stands, 
from which you may look directly into the nearby 
beautiful Lincoln Channel.  That view and the story 
which the Tongass refugees told Seward must 
have given him an hour of deep satisfaction.  Either 
he or the officers of the army or customs stationed 
there, gave the Indians a war-time picture of 
Abraham Lincoln, who brought liberty to all Alaskan 
slaves, and so powerfully impressed their 
imagination that soon thereafter they raised a 
totem pole with a carving in heroic size of Lincoln’s 
statue on its summit over the door where Seward 
had entered as the friend of the free Tongass 
people.” 

Judge Wickersham showed the assemblage a 
picture of the Tongass totem, explaining the “statue 
surmounting the pedestal shows Abraham Lincoln 
standing, arms akimbo, dressed in his long-tailed 
coat, wearing his well known top hat and black 
beard, all so plainly shown that no one acquainted 
with his personal appearance can mistake the 
man. 

The picture was certified by Harriet E. Hunt, 
widely known pioneer Alaska woman. 

Diary 45, 1936 
February 14-15 

14 
I called & had a long talk with Harry Watson, Sec. 
to Gov. Troy about our mutual friend R.H. (Dick) 
Geoghegan, of Fairbanks.  Dr. Bunnell, Pres. of 
University of Alaska, wrote to me form Wash. D.C. 
that he had a letter from G- saying he was sick, 
and out of money, etc. & could not undertake to do 
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the work on the History of Alaska etc. I wrote on 
the last boat to G- to encourage him & today took 
up the matter with the Governors office through 
Watson, who is a long time friend & as much of an 
admirer of G- as I am.  He suggested that the 
Governors Office might now give him employment 
– that I could let him in an apartment in my house 
next to my library & we could between us get him 
at work on the Hist. of Alaska.  Said he would 
consult with the Governor at once, & it looks like 
we might together get him to come to Juneau & 
accept the work mentioned. 

-15th - 
My old friend Bill Casey passed over the western 
divide yesterday – 84 years old.  Am arranging a 
group of Interior friends as pall bearers for old Bill! 

Diary 45, 1936 
February 16-17 

-16th – 
Attended the funeral of Mrs. B.M. (Virginia) 
Behrends today at the Northern Light Presbyterian 
Church. 
Music: song by Mrs. Judge Alexander, organ by 
Mrs. Davis (Trevor) 
Sermon by Rev. M. Glasse: prayer by Rev. David 
Waggoner – masses of flowers. 

-17- 
A group of Alaskans from the Yukon country who 
have known W.J. (Bill) Casey at Fort Gibbon & 
other places in the interior agreed to conduct his 
funeral & give him a Pioneer burial, but it seems he 
was born a Catholic & tho, he had quit the church 
and we are now told that on his death bed he 
recanted his errors, took the last rites as a 
churchman 

Diary 45, 1936 
February 17 

17 
and Father Vassuer, S.J. will now conduct the 
church service etc. which is quite agreeable to 
United States but will attend tomorrow at 2 oclock 
at Carter’s Mortuary, - not the Catholic church - & 
show our respect for old Bill as a pioneer while the 
Father gets him into the golden streets by the back 
door.  Its all right with us – for Bill was a good 
citizen, a better mule driver, & deserves to go to 
the Happy home if any tough miner from Forty 
Mile, Fort Gibson & the Yukon is allowed inside the 

pearly gates.  We will boost Father La Vassuer’s 
game, because we all liked Bill, all of us acting 
together may get him past St. Peter – for he is 
entitled to a better comfort after serving the Yukon 
for so many years! 

Diary 45, 1936 
February 18-19 

-18- 
David Morgan, Indian from Hoonah & Sec. Com. in 
Indian Suit came on & I explained the situation as 
shown by the Act of Congress & other records to 
him.  He took the Report of the Board of Indian 
Commissaries, dated Sitka, Alaska June 30, 1885, 
signed by Gov. Kinkead & M.C. Hillyer away to 
read it carefully overnight.  Attended Casey’s 
funeral! 

-19th - 
Same as usual in the office. 
David Morgan returned Report of Board of Indian 
Com. signed by Gov. Kinkead & M.C. Hillyer, said 
he had read it and seemed greatly interested in it.  
Is interested in having suit brought soon.  
Explained why not brought yet to him. 

Diary 45, 1936 
February 20 

-20- 
Conference with Hawksworth, of the Indian Affairs 
Office, about the suit for the Tlingit & Haida 
Indians.  He told me that Delegate Dimond had 
offered the work of representing the Wheeler-
Howard Act work for the Indians in Alaska to Frank 
Peratovich – and had passed Wm L. Paul by in 
doing so.  That he thought Paul would not be 
employed by the Indian Affairs bureau to work in 
Alaska, etc.  I asked him to prepare copies of the 
Minutes of the Wrangell Meeting of the Indians 
where they appointed a Committee of Five to 
employ Attorneys to act for them in the suit over 
the Indian Lands & 

Diary 45, 1936 
February 20 

20 
secure certified copies for me signed by Com. of 
Indian affairs & the Secretary of the Interior, to be 
sent on to Washington with orders & directions to 
the Committee to employ an attorney.  Also told 
him I would not serve as an assistant attorney 
under Paul, but only as general attorney in charge 
of the entire litigation & I told him why and that I 
would explain the matter fully to Paul when he 



returns to Juneau if he objects to my serving as 
general counsel:-that I would not object to Pauls 
serving as assistant attorney under my guidance 
etc.  I left with him a copy of the minutes of the 
Wrangell meeting and requested him 

Diary 45, 1936 
February 20 

20 
to have his office force copy it, and he to get it 
certified ( 4 copies) by the permanent Chairman & 
Secretary for transmittal to the Sec. of the Interior 
& Com. of Indian affairs so they might approve the 
action of the Meeting in appointing the Com. of 
Five to employ the attorney for the Indians. 

It may be that Dimond will also conclude that I 
ought not to be employed as the attorney in the 
case & that one of his Democratic supporters 
would do a better job than I in that position?  
Maybe?  I noticed in the Empire (or Press) on 
yesterday or the day before, that Bob. Peratovich – 
Franks brother had been 

(over two pages). 
Diary 45, 1936 
February 21 

-21st- 
As usual in the office. 
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Hawkes & son Jackie spent a 
pleasant evening with us in the library.  He is very 
much interested in the story of the Lincoln Totem 
Pole statue at Tongass Island about which I spoke 
in my address on Feb. 12th Lincoln day.  He wants 
to go down to Tongass island & get it, but I have 
not been there since 1923 & it may have been 
carried away – or fallen down through [?] decay!  
so I do not consent!  He offers to do it at his own 
expense – but I prefer to see it done by some 
public Bureau – the Forestry – Indian or other - & 
then there is the claim Starr Indian family to 
consider. 

Diary 45, 1936 
February 20-23 

Feb 20 
(see two pages back – mistake) 

been arrested on indictment at Ketchikan & 
brought before Judge Alexander, for 
embezzlement of Post Office funds.  Also Frank is 
a liquor seller under Territorial license at Klawock 

etc. (back to end of Feb. 20). 
-23rd - 

Sunday Mail! 
Recd. letter form Judge Bunnell, from N.Y. dated 
13th marked “Confidential” saying has conferred 
with Dr. Sterns etc. about money for doing 
preliminary research work or Alaska History & feels 
“sanguine” that he will get it soon – very hopeful! 
Also some interesting business mail. 

Diary 45, 1936 
February 24-25 

-24th – 
Prepared copy of Minutes of the Meeting of the 
Tlingit & Haida Indians in re Land Suit at Wrangell 
Alaska, Nov. 16 & 18, 1935 – typed at my request 
to C.W. Hawkesworth, Office of Indian Affairs, 
Capital Bldg. – send letter to David Morgan, 
Hoonah, and Judson Brown, now at Klawock, with 
request to certify to four copies of same and return 
to me at once. 

-25th - 
Prepared & Had printed 2 pages of Acceptance of 
Offer by Tlingit and Haida Indians to employ me as 
chief counsel and attorney in Land Suit under Act 
of Congress June 19, 1935 

Diary 45, 1936 
February 25-28 

25 
Sent printed copies of Acceptance signed by me 
this date to all natives named in said Acceptance, 
also to Hawkesworth, Cyril Zuboff, Judson Brown, 
Sec. and David Morgan, chairman.  21 copies by 
mail, with stamped envelopes, kept copies, etc. 

-27th – 
Same as usual in the office. 

-28- 
A group of White Russian employees of the A.J. 
Mining Co. called at our house last evening & 
some scholars examined my library – especially 
Russian books, etc.  Music, smoking – singing – a 
pleasant evening, which we greatly enjoyed. 

Diary 45, 1936 
February 28-29 

-28th continued- 
Received a letter from the local inspectors of 
Bureau of Navigation & Steamboat Inspectors in 
the matter of which Darrell wrote – extortional bill 
for damages to the “Annette”- an inquiry under 
Maritime Ins. case, - which I will send to him – it 
gives a basis for judging of the correctness of the 
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claim. 
-29th - 

Grace met with an accident yesterday – I learned 
of it when I went home in the evening – she was 
curling her hair with an electric curler – very hot – 
and it fell against her eye & we feared had badly 
injured her vision in the right eye, but the physician 
says now that no permanent injury will result, only 
a painful horn[?]  Nothing new in the office. 

Diary 45, 1936 
March 1-3  

Mch 1st 1936. 
Graces eye is recovery very fast & well.  When she 
first turned it and while waiting for the Doctor to 
come she put wet tea leaves on the burn & that 
seemed to afford considerable healing relief.  I am 
working on my too small Income Tax Statements.  
Worked all day (Sunday) in library on studying the 
6000 mile long gold paystreak from Cape Horn to 
Point Barrow! 

-Mch 2nd – 
As usual in the office.  Income Tax statement etc. 

-3rd- 
Recd. from Darrell, relief        50.00 
    “        “         “         “          245.16. 
Paid Waynor for letter file. 
Same as usual in the office but some business 
coming in. 

Diary 45, 1936 
March 4 

-4th - 
Wrote a letter to Darrell. 
Attended the funeral of Olaf Torkelson, one of my 
friends.  A beautiful ceremony in the Lutheran 
Church.  Attended Elk’s Lodge tonight.  Robertson 
& Monagle.  (Monagle Exalted Ruler) put through a 
resolution for the A.J. endorsing the A.J. Co. Union 
against the Striker’s Union.  Frank Foster fought 
their scheme but it went through – many of the A.J. 
Union are members of the Elks.  I voted with the 
A.J. scheme, because the Strikers Union is 
composed of radical communists, etc. and while I 
did not approve the scheme thought it less harmful 
than the radical organization.  The A.J. Union is 
composed of working Juneau Miners. 

Diary 45, 1936 
March 5-6 

-5th – 
Paid balance of my 1935 City Taxes - $1700, office 
rent etc. doing all I can to help Grace out who 

helped me pay the former ½ of my City Taxes last 
September.  She has enough to pay her tax of 
$18000 with interest since Sept.  She pays on the 
Bishop Apartments – Cor. 5th & Franklin – I own 
our home & my other house between Bishop Apt. 
and the rear of the Presbyterian Church. 

-6th - 
Attended funeral of Eddie Miller!  Fbks.  Working 
on making up my Income Tax Statement.  Mrs. 
A.B. Phillips, wife of Supt. Juneau Schools is 
reported to be passing away at the Hospital – from 
fall on icy street & childbirth. 

Diary 45, 1936 
March 7-9 

-7th – 
Mrs. Phillips passed away.  She was a fine woman 
with a wide circle of friends – death caused by fall 
on icy street & childbirth. 
Working on Inc. Tax statement. 

-8th – 
Sunday:  Funeral of Mrs. Phillips today at the 
Presbyterian Church.  Phillips will take her remains 
to Seattle tonight on SS. for cremation! 
We attended ceremonies – in church. 
Sermon by Mr. Glasse – songs by Mrs. Alexander 
& Mrs. Faulkner & choir. 

-9th - 
Grace & I signed & filed our Income tax 
statements.  Grace paid taxes $18000  On the 6th I 
borrowed $300.00

 

Diary 45, 1936 
March 9-11 

9 
from Behrends Bank to pay my taxes etc. paid our 
bills in full. 

-10- 
Same as usual in the office. 

-11th - 
Prepared Complaint in Divorce for Mrs. Zuboff – 
who insists on pushing her marital troubles to a 
conclusion.  The Republican Young Mens Club, 
held a meeting last night & had a row.  Faulkner & 
Robertson leading in their interests.  Al. White 
trying to control so he can get to Nat. Rep. 
Convention, and control of Republican 
appointments in Alaska in case Republicans win 
National Election next year – as they may. 



Diary 45, 1936 
March 12-14 

-12th – 
Same as usual in the office. 

-13th – 
All papers prepared in Zuboff case. 

-14th - 
I am engaged these days in making a study of the 
discovery and development of the gold pay streak 
along the Cordilleran and Rocky Mountains from 
Cape Horn to Point Barrow, and in writing short 
sketches, particularly, of these discoveries and 
developments in Peru, Mexico, California British 
Columbia and Alaska.  It is an interesting study, 
and one that I greatly enjoy.  It may be valuable in 
the preparation of a History of Alaska – in part at 
least. 

Diary 45, 1936 
March 17 

-17th - 
I suggested to Frank Foster & Grover Winn, friends 
of Al White, that a committee composed of 
members of each of the political factions – in the 
Republican party, be appointed – and that the 
agreement be entered into for the settlement of 
local differences, so the Convention to be held at 
Douglas on April 9th could be held according to the 
agreed division of offices etc.  Similar to the one 
Shackleford and I had in Washington in 1916 for 
the appointment of Alaska judges etc. which 
worked out fairly well!  Answering correspondence!  
Barbara Herman & Mary Stewart – girls from 
Grade School, called with an invitation to me to 
speak before their class on Friday, 27th on the life 
& services of Wm H. Seward – it is Seward day on 
Mch 30th address to be given at 2:45 to 315 at 
Public School. 

Diary 45, 1936 
March 18-20 

-18th – 
Same as yesterday in the office. 
City politics growing warmer and that of Republican 
Territory boiling.  I listen and keep out of both. 

-19 – 20- 
Same as usual in the office.  I am taking 
asteopathic neck treatments from Dr. Vance for a 
“crick in the neck.” 
Conferred with Watson, Gov. Troys secretary 
yesterday in relation to the purchase of the 
Tongass Indian Village Totem pole carrying on its 

summit a statue of Abraham Lincoln – trying to 
secure funds to buy it from the heirs & get it 
removed to Juneau and reset on the Capital 
grounds. 

Diary 45, 1936 
March 21-22 

-21st – 
Same in the office.  Bar Assoc. luncheon.  Working 
at odd moments on “Stampede” story 

-22nd - 
Sunday – first day of spring. 
Funeral of Fredk. Rowe – attended a Masonic 
funeral for him at 2 oclock 
Received a letter written by W.M. Paul in 
Washington, D.C. on March 12th but deposited in 
the post office here in Juneau this morning 
expressing dissatisfaction with my having printed & 
sent out to the Indian Council my acceptance of his 
office – for the Indian, A.N.B. and Indians generally 
– to become the leading counsel for them in their 
land suit! 

There is no present answer! 
Diary 45, 1936 
March 23-27 

-23- 
Concluded chapter on Gold Mining by Cortez, in 
my study of Gold Mining Stampedes along the 
Cordilleran & Rock Mountains from Cape Horn to 
Point Barrow. 
In the office as usual. 

-24th – 
Ralph Merrill, Debbies nephew enroute to his 
mining claims near Valdez called. 

-25th – 
Working on redrafting Complaint etc in Nance v 
Marion Twin Gold Mining Co. 

-26th – 
Same as usual in the office 

-27th - 
Short address to Grade School on Russian 
America under the Russians & Alaska under the 
United States Govt. 

Diary 45, 1936 
March 27-30 

-27th – 
Wrote to Carl Boettcher, Evansville, Ind. about 
Ivanhoe Mining Co. – asking for information about 
its owners & officials – address etc. since I want to 
get an option on part or all of the mining claims 
belonging to the Ivanhoe Co.  I enjoyed my talk to 
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the school children. 
-28th – 

Saturday – Meeting Bar Association. 
Sent complaint, prepared summons & $500 for filing 
for the Clerk District Court Valdez, case Nance v 
Marion Twin G.M. Co. 

-29th – 
Sunday.  Home all day reading. 

-30th – 
69th Birthday of Alaska: Treaty Purchase Mch. 30, 
1867.  In the office as usual 

Diary 45, 1936 
March 30-31 

-30th continued 
Sent A.W. Winden, Tacoma, my check for $6280 to 
pay Nan’s dues for board to the womens Club, etc. 
at the time of her death, with instructions to send to 
me by freight via Alaska SS. Co. the books etc. 
held by the Club as security for her debt.  Some of 
these books, etc. belong to me & I do not see any 
other way of getting the Club paid – for the estate 
is held up indefinitely by Harry’s refusal to produce 
& probate her will. 

-31st - 
Met the SS Alaska at 7 a.m. & had a talk with 
Cadwallader, from Wasilla, about case of Nance v 
Marion-Twin Gold Mining Co. case.  Seward 
complaint etc. 

Diary 45, 1936 
April 1-3 

-April 1st – 
As usual in office, paying Mch. bills. 

-2nd – 
Assisting John Wagner to worry about his Hd. & 
Mining claims.  Looking up the record in the 
Recorders office.  It is a bad mess & I don’t blame 
him for worrying.  He is old, careless ands has 
been sadly neglected – has wasted a fortune by 
inattention to business rules. 

-3rd - 
Interested in getting Femmer case ready for trial 
when court meets here in another week. 
Grace keeps track of my bank account & today she 
found where I had made an error of a hundred 
dollars – against myself!! 

Diary 45, 1936 
April 4-5 

-4th – 
Darrell sends me a check for $5000 on the first of 
every month – one today! 

I have a bad cold – but getting better. 
-5th - 

Confined with cold.  Working in library studying 
mining history of mountain range from Cape Horn 
to Point Barrow – interesting.  Had Mr. & Mrs. Jack 
Hawkes & son & Mifs Mayo a friend to dinner.  
They are good friends of Ruth Coffins & Graces.  I 
found Mifs Mayo an interesting and well educated 
young woman – her family came from Maine & is, I 
think, closely related to Capt. Al. Mayo, pioneer fur 
trader on the Yukon River – 1873 – with Jack 
McQuesten, Harper & Hart!  I gave her Mayo 
daughters address – California: Mrs. Craig 

Diary 45, 1936 
April 6-7 

-6th – 
Remained at home all day with cold – studying 
mountain range mining! 
Received nice long letter from my old friend Joe 
Anicich, who resides at Tanana – gave me a 
biographical sketch – 42 years – 1894-1936 on the 
Yukon. 

-7th - 
Juneau City election day!  Also the Republican 
Territorial Convention forces – delegates are 
gathering – convention at Douglas day after 
tomorrow, 9th!   

Judge Bunnell, Pres. University called – he is 
returning home from Washington, where he has 
been for some months on business relating to the 
University. 

Diary 45, 1936 
April 7 

7 
He tells me he has been promised support in the 
matter of securing funds with which to begin the 
preliminary work on the History of Alaska – 
promised – but no money 

The delegates to the Ter. Rep. Convention are 
having an interesting time trying to iron out their 
troubles. (1) Al White has a group of friends & 
delegates – probably one half of those from the 1st 
Division ready to support him:  Arnold, Faulkner, et. 
al. have the other half against White.  The Arnold 
crowd have the proxies from the 2nd (Nome) Div. 
and a few from the 3rd Div. These two factions have 
somewhere near an equal number of delegates – 
neither can control.  (2) Andrew Nerland, from 



Fairbanks, has the entire block of proxies  

Diary 45, 1936 
April 7-8 

7 
from the 4th Division – and can control the results 
by plumping them with either faction.  The White 
faction is supporting Rasmusson for Rep. National 
Committeeman – the prize they all want, while the 
Arnold following (Goodall, & others) are bitterly 
opposing Rasmusson.  The point to the contest is 
to get Nerland to take the Nat. Committeeship 
himself and settle the contest – if he will! 

-8th - 
Andrew Nerland came in with Arnold & we had a 
long talk about Andrew accepting the Republican 
National Committeeman & not endorsing 
Rasmusson.  I appealed to him in the strongest 
way I could to take 

Diary 45, 1936 
April 8 

8 
the position – he was very reluctant to do so.  I 
urged that Rasmusson, White & all their followers 
voted for Dimond 4 years ago – that Rasmusson 
refused to support me and left the Territory a 
month before the election, let the Rep. campaign 
go to pieces – that White did the same, but 
returned on election day, an hour before the polls 
closed & voted for Dimond, that all of their (Al’s) 
U.S. Deputy marshals, worked & voted for Dimond 
etc. and there is no assurance that either White or 
Rasmusson will support the ticket this fall etc. that 
he, Nerland, is the leading Republican in the 
Territory & that it is his duty to step into the 

Diary 45, 1936 
April 8 

8 
breach & save the party from these party traitors 
etc.  My appeal was personal, direct, and position 
& it may produce the necessary effect – I do not 
know, but hope it will.  I have also told him that 
Kellar was coming to Fairbanks this winter to teach 
school – that he had a scheme in his head to 
supplant Bunnell as head of the University – that 
the thought was that of Rasmusson was successful 
& a Rep. National victory should happen, & 
Rasmusson be appointed Governor of Alaska, he 
would fill the Board of Regents with friends of 

Keller’s who would remove Bunnell & appoint 
Keller!!  This suggestion started 

Diary 45, 1936 
April 8 

8 
Andrew & it may set him to thinking along that line, 
for Keller is moving to Fairbanks for that purpose – 
with that end in view!!  Anyway I did all I could to 
persuade Andrew to cut loose from Rasmusson & 
White!  He left, however, without giving me a direct 
promise, but with his mind very much disturbed, 
and I shall feel very much disappointed if he 
refuses to follow my pleadings!  Theile, Goodall & 
Arnold came out to my house this evening – they 
feel they are beaten in the scrap with Rasmusson 
& White – they cannot get any assurance of 
support from Nerland – he wont talk.  Faulkner has 
gone over to Rasmusson too!! 

Diary 45, 1936 
April 9-10 

-9th – 
Republican Territorial Convention, met at Douglas 
this day, 10 oclock.  Mr. Al. White in charge.  
Rumors that the delegates are having a hard time 
to agree.  Al. wants to run things.  Hear that 
Andrew Nerland & Al do not agree!! 

-10th - 
The row in the Rep. Convention is loud and bitter.  
Al. White is attempting to throw out enough proxies 
form the 2, 3 & 4th Divisions & even in the 1st. to 
give him a majority of those present sufficient to 
elect the Delegates to the Nat. Convention – but 
the other interested parties – holding proxies, are 
holding on & fighting – so they will win! 

Diary 45, 1936 
April 1-12 

-11th – 
Rep. Ter. Convention still in agony!  Al. White, 
representing a minority of all the delegates 
honestly & legally elected, through his control of 
the situation keeps the Convention from acting.  He 
& his Com. on Credentials threw out enough 
opposing votes to keep Al in an apparent – but 
buglarious – majority & thus held the convention in 
a deadlock for 3 days.  The White faction had less 
than a majority.  The opposing majority will begin to 
organize tonight to take over the power by 
organizing all their forces into a unit & perfecting an 
independent convention! 
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-12th - 
Easter Sunday – went to the Presbyterian church 
with Grace to enjoy the music. 

Diary 45, 1936 
April 13-14 

-13th – 
The anti-White forces in the Rep. Ter. Convention 
perfected their organization today – appointed 
Delegates to the National Rep. Convention 
adopted a platform & completed their work.  The 
White faction did the same & now we have two 
groups of Ter. Rep. Delegates to the Nat. Con. etc. 

-14th - 
The friends of the Republican party – Nerland, 
Goodall, Faulkner, Arnold & many others have 
made up a fine record in the proposed control that 
Al White & his small faction threaten to begin in the 
Cleveland Nat. Convention & 3 delegates elected 
by them will go to the Convention to present their 
case!  I think the public opinion is favorable to them 
& against White!  I hope so! 

Diary 45, 1936 
April 15-16 

-15th – 
The delegate to the Rep. Ter. Convention have all 
gone home – everything is quiet, but both sides are 
getting records ready for the appeal to the Rep. 
National Committee, each hoping to be seated in 
the Nat. Convention.  I am urging Harry Watson, 
Sec. to Gov. Troy to go to Ketchikan & secure the 
title to the Lincoln Totem, standing at the old 
Tongan Indian village on Tongass Island.  He 
wants to go but is very busy – promises to go!  
Business is getting somewhat better in the office – 
not good enough though!  Have drafted & prepared 
an Amended Complaint in the case of Femmer v 
Juneau. 

-16th - 
Working in the office as usual – getting cases 
ready for coming of court on the 22nd  

Diary 45, 1936 
April 17-18 

-17th – 
Working on pleading sin cases to come on for 
hearing when court meets on 22nd.  A Mr. Dona, a 
Hollander, tourist on his own yacht with his brother 
spent the evening with us, listened to the 
Advertisement – musical – of the S.E. Alaska 
Musical Tournament to be pulled off next week by 
the Juneau schools - & talked Dutch ancestry with 

Grace! 
-18th - 

Quiet rumors have been around for two or three 
days that Arnold of Ketchikan got drunk over at the 
Rep. Con. at Douglas & lost his private bag 
containing all his -& the Republican – letters, 
papers, etc.  Reports are that the papers constitute 

Diary 45, 1936 
April 18-19 

18 
a dynamite shock – and the opposition 
organization, controlled by Al White & Stabler have 
possession of them & are spreading the poison to 
break down the Faulkner –(Arnold)-Nerland-Chase 
delegates & their control before the Rep. National 
Convention at Cleveland! & to seat the White 
delegates.  If half of the reports are true it is a bad 
mess & will probably defeat the Faulkner ticket & 
delegates at the National Convention & the whole 
Rep. Ter. ticket this fall.  I am doubly glad that I 
kept out of the whole contest!! 

-19th - 
Sunday – spent the day reading Hist. of mining in 
northern Mexico - & trailing Cabeza de Vaca from 
Florida to Calif. 

Diary 45, 1936 
April 20 

-20th - 
Same as usual in the office, - filing pleadings in 
cases in contest.  My old friend Bill Finn, from 
Fairbanks and Brown from Valdez & other old 
sourdoughs from the interior called at my office this 
morning while the Seward boat was at the dock – 
glad to see them!  My! but they are looking gray & 
old!!  There is a rumor that among the letters stolen 
with Arnold’s portfolio is one from Faulkner to 
someone saying he can control me, & that I can 
control Bob. Bloom!!  No doubt Faulkner thought 
that, because it was generally known that I was 
denouncing & opposing White & his plans!! so 

Diary 45, 1936 
April 20-22 

20 
he could play that statement quite safely, though 
he never asked me to try to control Bloom – which I 
did not 

-21st – 
Busy in the office working on pleadings in the case 
of Femmer v City of Juneau, and Thomas Hd. Co. 
v Gorham – they are both interesting but hard 



cases to win! 
-22nd - 

In the office as usual.  Attended  - with Grace the 
S.E. Alaska Musical Festival, composed of musical 
scholars from Ketchikan, Wrangell, Petersburg, 
Douglas & Juneau.  A crowded house – we were 
pleased because Ruth has taken the leading pail 
with her classes in singing.  It was a very 
interesting evening of song and instrumental 
music. 

Diary 45, 1936 
April 23 

-23rd - 
As usual in the office – studying Thomas v Gorham 
case.  I am just in receipt of a letter from Darrell 
asking me to get the gold Bracelet which Stephen 
Birch gave Debbie years ago after I had decided 
the Kennecott copper case, with which he was 
connected – and send it to him for Jane.  This 
embarrasses me, for after Debbie’s death I gave all 
her jewelry, etc. to Darrell except her watch, which 
I bought for her & this Birch bracelet – these I gave 
to Grace, but she would never wear them, but 
finally gave the bracelet to Ruth & now I cannot get 
it back – so I am obliged to explain the matter to 
Darrell.  I think Ruth will have more pleasure in it 
than Jane will, anyway, so that’s that! 

Diary 45, 1936 
April 24 

-24th - 
Sec. E.W. Griffin loaned me his copy of a new 
book as I passed by his office this morning.  J.A. 
Hellenthals, “The Alaska Melodrama” – Liveright 
Pub. Co. N.Y. just off the press!  Some books are 
written by careful reference to historical data found 
in other and preceding volumes by authors who 
gather exact facts, and draw exact, or nearly so, 
conclusions, while some are dictated to 
stenographers out of a general mass of half 
digested material contained in the “dictators” 
memory!  After reading “Melodrama” I can shut my 
eyes and hear Jack’s exact and well known voice 
dictating it to his stenographer!  I has little historic 
value, but is 

Diary 45, 1936 
April 24-25 

24 
especially good reading to one who knows Jack 
Hellenthal!  It’s a good stump speech! – against 
Conservation! 

-25- 
Busy in court on getting pleadings corrected in 
Femmer v City of Juneau case – succeeded, Bar 
Assoc. lunch at Terminal Café and we – Grace & I 
– attended the last musical of the combined 
schools of Ketchikan, Wrangell, Petersburg, & 
Juneau, at the auditorium!  Music good & we were 
proud of Ruth’s part in the works performance.  It 
has been unusually bright sunshine all week & the 
children have had a glorious time - & a ball tonight.  
Many of these children have never been to Juneau 
before & so have enjoyed their visit exceedingly. 

Diary 45, 1936 
April 26-29 

-26th – 
Sunday – at home in my library. 
Mr. Hawkes brought his friend Cortelyou to visit my 
library & we had an evening of good cheer – 
cigars- & discussion of books 

-27th – 
In the office as usual.  Nothing new. 

-28th – 
Primary Election day.  Many speeches over the 
radio last night – Al. White, Jack Wilson, Mrs. 
Hermann spoke.  Much interest by both Democrats 
& Republicans. 

-29th - 
At work in the office as usual.  The Primary election 
yesterday exciting, but returns are slow in coming 
in – paper tonight will give some news, but not 
sufficient to enable us to be certain of results. 

Diary 45, 1936 
April 30 

-30th - 
The Democrats seem to have a greater aggregate 
vote based on present returns from the primary 
election, in the Territory, that the Republicans.  
Judging from these partial returns it appears the 
Democratic candidates may be elected this fall! 
The same result is forecast from the returns in the 
nation wide primary – that Roosevelt, having more 
supporters in the primaries, may be elected in 
November! 
Ruth Coffin, Grace’s neice, worked too hard in the 
musical for two or three weeks & is now down sick 
as a result! 
Attended a reception at Gov. Troys mansion to 
Rear Admiral Craven, U.S. Navy last night – a 
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pleasant affair! 

Diary 45, 1936 
May 1 

-May 1, 1936.- 
Studying the value of the Spanish “Ordinances of 
the Mines of New Spain,” (1783) in their relation to 
the development of the Western mining territories – 
writing a chapter on the general subject.  They 
constituted the skeleton of the best principles 
embodied in the U.S. Federal Mining Statutes of 
1866-1872 & subsequent Acts of Congress in 
relation to mining on the U.S. public domain. 
I am to make a few remarks to the Boy Scouts 
tonight – Judge Alexander is to preside – at the 
court room in the Capital building. 
No Boy Scouts meeting – Judge Alexander, 
presiding official, was not able to attend – sick? 

Diary 45, 1936 
May 2-5 

-2nd – 
Saturday – Bar Association at the Gastineau Hotel 
– too crowded – unsatisfactory! 

-3rd – 
Sunday – at home in library studying settlement of 
California – first pueblos, etc. 

-4th- 
In office – Motion to Strike from complaint in Bond 
v Dyrdahl & Nelson served on Faulkner. 

-5- 
Am authorized to appear for Nelson in the Bond 
case, - by Nelson, but Dyrdahl must pay for my 
services – Mrs. Dyrdahl agrees. 
Our Washington friend – Sargent of the Geol. 
Survey spent the evening with us last night – 
papering & repairing the house.  Grace is preparing 
to go to Fairbanks. 

Diary 45, 1936 
May 6-10 

-6- 
As usual in the office. 
Preparing pleadings in Bond v Dyrdahl 
Authorized to appear for Nelson in Bond case 

-7th – 
Same in the office – reading mining law – Spanish 
carried to California by Ordinances of New Spain – 
1783.  After Treaty with Mexico – in 1866-72 
transformed into U.S. Statutes, Mines. 
We are repairing the house – papering – roof 

repairs, etc. 
-8th – 

Paid balance April Accounts! 
-9th & 10th - 

Sunday:  Grace & helper worked all day cleaning 
up the 3rd – top – floor so the Hawkes family can 
move in. 

Diary 45, 1936 
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10 
repairing, repapering etc. 

-11th - 
Recd. telegram from Arthur C. Hobble, of 
Barcelona, Spain, asking Grace to send authority 
to Dolores, -Henry H. Vroomas [Vroomans] widow 
to use credit of his estate with which to secure 
funds to pay inheritance tax on Estate in Spain – or 
lose 30% penalty.  Telegram sent by Grace – 
signing as Executrix & Trustee – cable 
I also send all papers.- and Petition to admit his will 
to probate in Seattle & appoint Mrs. Ido V. Faucher 
– Graces sister administratix with Will annexed – 
Grace cannot qualify since she does not live in 
King Co. or State of Washington – send papers & 
instructions to Edward W. Allen, Atty, Seattle, to 
act for Estate! 
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-12th - 
Sent all papers Estate Henry H. Vrooman decd. – 
Graces brother to Edw. W. Allen, atty, Northern 
Life Tower Bldg. Seattle.  Grace prepared to go to 
Fairbanks on SS “Alaska” today.  Very much 
pleased at beautiful weather & prospects of an 
interesting trip.  After Grace’s boat had gone I 
received another radiogram from Hobble, 
Barcelona, saying they must have a written power 
of Attorney from Mrs. Wickersham, to settle affairs 
of the estate of her brother Harry.  I answered 
asking to have the power of attorney they wanted 
prepared & sent by air mail to Edward W. Allen, 
attorney, Seattle.  I dont know what they think they 
want! 
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-13th – 
Busy today sending copies of the radiograms 
between Grace & Hobble in Barcelona to Edward 
W. Allen, Seattle. 
The house is pretty lonesome without Grace’s 



footsteps and cheerful presence. 
-14th – 

Same as usual in the office. 
-15th – 

Busy with some law matters – new ones. 
Ruth & I take dinners at Mrs. Modu’s, though 
tonight she is at dinner with some of her teacher – 
friends. 

-16th – 
Quiet in the office.  Lunch with the Bar Assoc. at 
Baileys old café. 

-17th - 
Sunday – at home.  Mr. & Mrs. Hawkes 
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Jackie – 10 years old, & Mifs Mayo, secretary have 
the 3rd floor rooms in our house.  Ruth & I had 
dinner with them.  I read all day. 

-18th - 
SS. Alaska just in from westward.  Dr. Chase, 
Cordova, Republican friend, is aboard enroute to 
the Cleveland Nat. Convention.  Chase, Faulkner & 
young Nerland are the three Delegates chosen at 
the Douglas convention: Al White etc. represent 
the opposition:  Faulkner went on ahead a week 
ago with the record of the local convention, to 
prepare the contest.  Contest will begin June 2: at 
Cleveland & I hope Al. White & his crowd are 
defeated – but! 
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[clipping] 

Alaska University 
Commencement Today 

FAIRBANKS, Alaska, May 18.-The Fourteenth 
Alaska Commencement exercises of the University 
of Alaska are being held here today in the new 
concrete gymnasium.  There are seventeen 
graduates, among them being Richard Dale, Albert 
Dorsh, Donald Fowler, Glen Franklin, George 
Henton, Reino Hutalla, Winnifred MacDonald, 
Helen Linck, Aben Shatlitt, Louis Smith, Edwin 
Stevens, Leonard Thompson, Joseph Walsh, Paul 
Wickstrom. 

Addresses 
Dr. Ernest H. Gruening gave the 

Commencement address and is also to speak at 
the banquet tonight.  Guests include Gov. John W. 
Troy, Otto F. Ohlson, Ike Taylor, Harry G. Watson 
and regents from the various cities including Mrs. 
James Wickersham of Juneau. 

Three of the graduates are from Washington, 
one each from Oregon, Montana, Indiana and the 
remainder form Alaska.  Fourteen gained all 
credits. 

Dr. Gruening will try and visit McKinley Park 
tomorrow, fly to Nome Wednesday and return here 
and leave by plane for Juneau with Gov. Troy on 
Thursday. 

Mr. and Mrs. George A. Lingo came to Fairbanks 
with the party. 
 
Juneau Daily Empire, May 18, 1936 
 
[clipping] 

$17,000 Grant 
Is Made to 

Alaska Univ. 
FAIRBANKS, Alaska, May 18. – President 

Charles E. Bunnell announced at the 
Commencement ceremony at the University of 
Alaska today that he has received word that the 
Rockefeller Foundation has awarded the University 
$17,000 for Alaska history research to be diversed 
by Dr. Bunnell. 

This sum will largely devoted to cataloguing and 
translation of Judge James Wickersham’s library.  
Three persons will be employed for two years, 
including the translation and a considerable portion 
of this time will be spent in Juneau with Judge 
Wickersham. 

-19- 
The above clipping looks like Judge Bunnell is 
getting his eastern financial friends interested.  
Grace will have the story in mind when she returns 
from Fairbanks.  I have sent Darrell a copy of the 
Empire – it will interest him also.  Recd. following 
telegram from Judge Bunnell: 
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May 19 

-19th continued- 
[telegram] 

Fairbanks 
James Wickersham 

Juneau 
Notified yesterday Rockefeller Foundation has 
made grant for history research 

Charles E Bunnell 
 

Sent Schwartz, local attorney for Nance v Marion – 
Twin G.M. Co. Los Angeles, Cal. also Cadwallader, 
letters about taking testimony etc. on trial of that 
case. 
Replied to Judge Bunnells telegram: 
“Juneau, Alaska, May 19, 1936.” 
Chas. E. Bunnell, University of Alaska 
Fairbanks, Alaska.  I am much pleased with your 
telegram notifying me that you have secured funds 
for research work  stop  if you deem it necessary to 
have conference for preparation of agreements 
and outline of plans for work suggested please 
advise me how and when it can be brought about. 

James Wickersham 

Diary 45, 1936 
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-20th – 
Busy in the office.  Business coming in better.  
Preparing articles of Incorporation of the Crystal 
Gold Mining Company of Snettisham.  James 
Toby, S.A. Wilson & Lynn Burleson, incorporators. 

-21st – 
Ruth had telegram from Grace yesterday saying 
she would be home on next boat from Seward – on 
Monday, & also that Dr. Gruening, Asst. Sec. Dept. 
Interior would be here today & might wish to see 
my private Historical Library etc. 
He did not arrive. 

-22- 
Preparing Articles of Incorporation & papers for 
Crystal Gold Mining Co. for the Snettisham miners 
– busy in the office etc. 
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-23rd – 
Attended (with Ruth) reception to Dr. Ernest Henry 
Gruening.  Director Div. of Ter. & Island 
Possessions, U.S.A. at Governors – a goodly 
crowd of specially invited guests.  Had a good talk 

with Dr. Gruening – he wishes to come & visit my 
library soon.  I found him a shrewd, business man 
– a scholar & I think a competent administrator.  
The Gov. & Watson, secretary, report seeing 
Grace – but she seemed to be sick – quiet at least 
- & that could only result from sickness!  They 
returned home on the airplane she is coming on 
the SS.                    due here Monday morning. 
Nothing new on the matter. 

-24th - 
Sunday – Dr. Gruening came this evening & spent 
two hours or more going over  

Diary 45, 1936 
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24 
my library & discussing Alaskan matters.  I took 
occasion to go over the matter of my employment 
as attorney for the Tlingit & Haida Indians vs. 
United States in their claim for their possessory 
rights in S.E. Alaska.  On Friday Dept. U.S. 
Attorney George Folta filed charges and 
disbarment proceedings in the U.S. District Court 
against Wm L. Paul, who is pretending to manage 
this Indian Land Case, and he may be disbarred – 
which will end his interest in that matter.  The 
whole matter was discussed with Gruening – “but 
no decision arrive at,” as the Congressmen say in 
action. 

-25th - 
Grace got home this morning at 3 a.m.  She had 
enjoyed a bad cold mixed with sea sickness & felt 
the mixture badly. 
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On the mail I received a letter from Earling, Mgr. of 
the Fairbanks Exploration Co. offering to pay me 
$250000 for my ¾ interest in the Daly bench on 
Ester Creek - & to pay Mrs. Patterson 1/3 as much 
for her ¼ interest.  It does not seem a satisfactory 
amount – it is well work [worth] $10000 (Ten 
thousand dollars) – but I will consider it. 

Grace had no news other than Bunnells 
newspaper announcement about work on the 
History!  It seems to me that much of the Judges 
enthusiasm on my part of the work is getting rather 
cool.  Of course I will wait and watch for other news 
from him.  Grace saw many of our friends in 



Fairbanks & at other towns but did not report a 
pleasant trip! 

Diary 45, 1936 
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-26- 
Prepared notices for Dyrdahl warning laborers, 
materialmen & contractors not to construct 
improvements on Lot 5, Blk 15 Juneau, (less 20 
feet sold to Nelson) without consent in writing from 
Dyrdahl – etc. 
Also prepared Release of Deed of Trust to B.M. 
Behrends, Trustee, in Bond issue paid in re Bonds 
for McKinnon Investment Co.  Flora gave me 
copies of photos made by him of Lincoln totem 
pole at Tongass Is. 

-27th - 
J.A. Hellenthal presented me with a copy of his 
new book  The Alaska Melodrama – in return I 
presented him with a copy of my Bibliography:  
Charlie Jones, one of Al. Whites supporters came 
in to get the address of Ogden Mills, Republican 
delegate 
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N.Y. & showed me copies of letters out of the 
stolen lawyers jacket – that contained Arnolds 
secret letters etc. that disappeared here during the 
last Republican Ter. Convention.  He evidently had 
complete files of letters etc – but apparently no 
originals.  He read and showed me to read copy of 
Andrew Nerland’s letter to White – 1932 – to me & 
also copy of Dr. Chases letter to Arnold & attached 
note. 

-28th - 
Secured Release Deed from B.M. Behrends, 
trustee for bondholders, to McKinnon Investment 
Co. of the lots covered by trust deed to secure 
payment of bonds & coupons, etc.  Release Deed 
was recorded by Locke McKinnon in recorders 
office. 

Diary 45, 1936 
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-29th – 
Lockie is of the impression that nothing more is 
necessary than the Release Deed from Behrends 
to the McKinnon Investment Co.  The Inv. Co. now 
has a warrantee deed & the McKinnon Apts: Lockie 
has had the Ins. made over to himself – while the 

Inv. Co. is title owner:  A mortgage to Mrs. 
McKinnon for $10000 is signed by Lockie & Mrs. 
McK. –title in Inv. Co.- a mess – but he thinks its 
O.K. so I cannot do more than explain to him! 

-30th – 
Memorial Day – business closed. 
Remained at home all day in library. 

June 1, 1936. 
Sunday – at home in library all day. 

Diary 45, 1936 
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June 1st 1936 
-continued- 

Grace sent letters to Judge Bunnell with clippings 
etc. in relation to the establishment of a Dept. of 
Music in the University – recommending Ruth to 
have charge of the department if established. 

-June 2nd - 
I received a long letter from Dr. Bunnell, Pres. of 
the University of Alaska in relation to the proposed 
use of the Rockefeller Fund for working on data for 
the History of Alaska.  He has employed 
stenographer etc. research worker, not named and 
has place the matters in the exclusive control of a 
Prof. Robe, whom I do not know, & leave the 
impression that everything is to be done and 
results belong to the University. 

Diary 45, 1936 
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-June 2- 
No suggestion is made that I am to be considered 
in research work – or to have any support or 
compensation or work for the 2 years during which 
my library & my own researches are to be under 
the control of strangers – for the sole benefit of the 
University.- it occurs to me to be rather a one-sided 
suggestion.  I gave all my years of work to the 
University – Ag. Col. & Sch. of Mines – in the 
Bibliography – and I hesitate to give so freely of the 
large amount of cash, time and labor I have 
invested in the Historical suggestion.  I do not quite 
like the situation, especially when by my will I have 
given the library to the University.  I will look into 
the matter more fully! 

Diary 45, 1936 
June 3-4 

-3- 
Gov. Troy promised me yesterday he would give 
Ruth a temporary job in his office – today she went 
to work. 
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-4th - 
On the 29th ultimo Lockie McKinnon objected – in a 
way – to any further action in transferring title back 
from the McKinnon Investment Co. to himself & his 
wife – just let the McKinnon Inv. Co. die – the 
Auditor will stricken form his record, etc.  Anyway I 
did get a Release of Deed from B.M. Behrends, 
Trustee, back to the McKinnon Inv. Co. & started to 
“unscramble the eggs” back to Lockie & his wife so 
as to cut off the threatened Corporation Taxes by 
the U.S. but on  
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objection I stopped proceedings Today, however.  
Mrs. McKinnon came in and instructed me to go on 
with the matter and return the title of the property to 
Lockie & herself, and I will go ahead and do so.  It 
ought to be done on account of the $10,000. 
mortgage which Lockie & Mrs. McKinnon have 
given to Mrs. Heckman.  It makes a bad record for 
Mrs. Heckmans mortgage – for the McKinnon Inv. 
Co. is the record owner of the property – not Lockie 
& Mrs. McK – who gave the Heckman Mtg! 

-5th - 
Telegraphic information from Al. White at 
Cleveland says the Com. on Credentials 
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5 
of the Rep. Nat. Convention has seated the White 
delegation – 100 to 2!!!  That is a tough blow to the 
Cannery Interests! but will please Dan Sutherland, 
while Al. White will be 8 feet high when he returns 
to Juneau.  Am informed that the Rep. Nat. 
Committeeman from Wash & Cal. supported Al & 
fought Faulkner!! 

-6- 
Writing up Minutes of Meetings of the McKinnon 
Investment Co. for sale to Lockie & Mrs. Martha L. 
McKinnon of the real & personal property 
belonging to the Co. for the return of the Capital 
Stock – then it is proposed to dissolve the 
Corporation.  McKinnons have mad a clean and 
very successful conclusion out of their project of 
constructing the McKinnon Apartments. 
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-7th – 
From what we can get out of the news paper 
dispatches it seems as if Al. White has succeeded 
in getting his three delegates seated in the Rep. 
Nat. Con.  Now if the Republican candidate is 
elected President Al will be the Alaska boss!! 

-8th - 
Drew Warranty Deed for McKinnon Investment Co. 
transferring all of the property put up as security for 
$40,000. bonds issued in the name of the McK. I. 
Co. to build the McKinnon Apartments.  Yesterday 
drew Minutes of Board of Directors of McK. I. Co. 
authorizing drawing of Deed.  Mifs Meta Bloom, 
daughter of my friend Bob. Bloom, Fairbanks, left 
there yesterday at 9 a.m. had lunch at Whitehorse, 
dinner with us at 6 p.m. & took the boat here for 
Seattle at 8 a.m. this morning. 

Diary 45, 1936 
June 9 

9 
[clipping] 

TUESDAY, JUNE 9, 1936. 
ROBE TO COMPILE 
ALASKA HISTORY 

University of Alaska, Property- 
fessor Leaving Seat- 

tle June 24 
Prof. Cecil Francis Robe of the University of 

Alaska, who has been at Yale the last two years 
doing post graduate work, has been named as one 
of the men to compile a history of Alaska, and is 
scheduled to leave Seattle June 24 for Juneau. 

The Rockefeller Foundation has given $17,000 
to the University to do the history work, much of 
which will be based on the fine library of Judge 
James Wickersham.  Professor Robe will come 
here to work with Judge Wickersham. 

Mrs. Robe, who is with her husband at New 
Haven, Conn., will not come north probably until 
fall, according to information to Mrs. Howard J. 
Thompson of Juneau, a close friend. 
 
No specific arrangement has yet been made with 
me about placing Dr. Robe in charge & dispensing 
with my control of my library.  Any way, I do not 
know Robe & just wonder what he knows about 



Alaska & its History! 
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-10th – 
Executed papers transferring the property of Lockie 
& Martha L. McKinnon from the McKinnon 
Investment Co. corporation back to the McKinnons.  
They conveyed this property to the Investment Co. 
B.M. Behrends, trustee, it was mortgaged by the 
Co. and Behrends to secure $40,000. in bonds to 
construct McKinnon Apartments – that has all been 
accomplished – bonds paid, & I am now assisting 
them by “unscrambling the eggs” & returning the 
property to McKinnons.  It has been a highly 
successful profit & I feel proud of the record.  In the 
mail! 

-11th- 
As usual in the office.  Letter to Hy Schwartz about 
case of Nance, v Marion Twin G.M. Co. 
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-12th – 
Made & served Motion to Strike parts of Answer of 
Defendants in case Femmer v City of Juneau. 
Recd. telegram from Pyle, witness in Nance v 
Marion Twin G.M. Co. on SS. McKinley on boat 
tomorrow morning, 1030 
Wrote & delivered at Empire Office, review of Jack 
Hellenthals book “The Alaska Melodrama” 

-13th - 
Saturday, Attys. Association. 
Met with Pyle & conferred full about Nance v 
Marion – Twin G.M. Co. case.  He had some 
copies of Judgment which Schwartz sent me for 
guidance in case.  Pyle know facts, understands 
case – will employ Thompson atty, Anchorage, to 
assist me 

Diary 45, 1936 
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-14th – 
Sunday – at home all day in library. 

-15th – 
In the office as usual.  Zuboff, Pres. A.N.B. came in 
to discuss Indian land case.  Says he is going 
westward to visit the Indian organizations – A.N.B. 
– Nothing. 

-16th – 
Working on chapter “Gold Stampeders” – in 

California, B.C. Alaska, etc. 
-17th - 

Working in the office – as usual. 
Recd. my sister Nan’s genealogical library several 
days ago & we are preparing to put in new shelves 
in Graces room so she can use it in her 
genealogical work on the two families! 

Diary 45, 1936 
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-18th - 
I am just in receipt of a letter ( 2 letters) from Dr. 
Bunnell, Pres. University of Alaska informing me 
that Prof. Robe will reach Juneau from Seattle to 
begin work on the History of Alaska, etc.  But I am 
not yet informed, though I anticipate Prof. Robe will 
be prepared to do so, whether I am expected to 
assist in the research work or not!  His statement 
seems to be that other persons than myself will be 
employed, that after two years this work will be at 
my disposal to write the History! but I am not 
satisfied with that!  The short of the matter is that 
all my data, my time & labors are to be donated. – I 
have not so understood it that way. 

Diary 45, 1936 
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-19th - 
Same as usual in the office.  Subscribed for 
Nations Business – renewal for 3 years. $600 

 
[clipping] 

HISTORY OF ALASKA TO 
BE WRITTEN IN JUNEAU 

{Juneau Press – June 19, 1936} 
Wickersham Library, Museum to Be Consulted in 

Huge Undertaking Authorized by Rockefeller 
Recognition of the importance of research in 

Alaska history has been resulted in an 
appropriation authorized by the Rockefeller 
Foundation on May, 15, 1936, it was announced 
today by Charles Bunnell, president of the 
University of Alaska. 

The sum of $17,000 was made available to the 
University of Alaska to cover a two year period 
beginning July 1, 1936. 

The application for this appropriation was made 
through Dr. David H. Stevens of the Division of 
Humanities of the Rockefeller Foundation and has 
been under construction for two years. 
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Library Provided 
Hon. James Wickersham, author of a “A 

Bibliography of Alaskan Literature,” 1724-1924, 
has made his extensive library available for the 
research to be undertaken. 

Former Professor Cecil F. Robe, on leave of 
absence for the past three years while doing 
graduate work at Yale, has been appointed director 
of this research.  He is sailing from Seattle for 
Juneau on June 24, and during July and August 
will be working in Juneau organizing the work. 

Two assistants who will spend most of their time 
in Juneau during the two year period will be 
appointed soon.  One will be assigned the duties of 
translating Russian publications and manuscripts; 
the work of the other will be devoted principally to 
research in publications, documents and 
manuscripts written in English. 

Miss Reinkka Named 
Miss Hilja Reinkka of Douglas, graduated from 

the University of Alaska in the Class of 1936, has 
been appointed secretary to Director Robe. 

Although the major portion of the work will be 
done in Juneau, the translator of books, documents 
and manuscripts in Russian will probably have to 
spend some time in the Manuscript Division and 
Rare Book Section of the Library of Congress, in 
the archives of the Department of Sate, and in 
libraries on the Pacific Coast. 

Already many now resident in the States, and 
who came to Alaska in the “gold rush days”, have 
become interested in this work and its importance, 
Bunnell said. 

The university of Alaska is provided with a fire 
proof vault 
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[clipping continued] 
in which all important data can be safely kept.  
Special service is provided to receive all books, 
documents, manuscripts, diaries, letters and data 
that can be donated or loaned for the work at hand. 

Last summer Mr. George Pilcher of Fortuna 
Ledge forwarded to the University a large box 
containing his diaries covering a period of 35 years 

on the Yukon and Kuskokwim. 
On the last mail Mr. Harry Cribb of Anchorage 

forwarded a copy of “Official Programme” of a 
celebration held in Dawson, August 9, 1902, in 
honor of the Coronation of King Edward VII. 

George Wesch of the First National Bank of 
Fairbanks presented a volume of the Fairbanks 
Daily Times, containing all the issues for the 
months of November and December, 1907. 

So closely is the history of the Pacific Northwest, 
British Columbia and the Yukon Territory 
connected with the history of Alaska that in their 
records are to be found valuable stores of 
information the historian will highly prize. 

Generous cooperation is earnestly solicited.  
Everyone can be of assistance in gathering the 
data necessary to write the complete history of 
Alaska. 
 
I do not know who prepares these articles nor who 
secures their publication.  Tow in the “Empire” May 
18, and June 9th!! 

-June 20th – 
We had Mrs. John F. Maloney to dinner last night.  
She is here attending to the reconstruction of her 
block of old buildings on the Block east of the St. 
Ann’s Hospital.  She is an interesting old 
Juneauite!! 

21st 
Sunday.  Home all day in the library.  Nothing 
exciting. 
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-22- 
The longest and most beautiful day of the year.  In 
the office as usual.  Tacoma banker of Commerce 
on SS. Baranof in harbor.  Mr. C.E. Garland, Ch. 
Alaska Development Com. called with papers 
relating to the Dora Gold Mining Co. on north side 
of Gold Creek for information.  Gave me 
description of claims:  Visited U.S. Land survey – 
map & Patent office:  got descriptions.  Called at 
Recorder’s office for examination of title – Auditors 
office for Corporation records etc. and will prepare 
report & give it to Garland about July 1st as the 
Tacoma crowd go south – they are now on their 



way to the interior – Fairbanks etc coast towns.  
Will also consult B.D. Stewart, geologist. 
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-23rd - 
Prepared Motion for Default, Affidavit & record on 
Motion:  Sent on SS. “Alaska? to Clerk District 
Court Valdez, copies with letters etc to Arthur 
Thompson.  Anchorage – who was employed by 
Q.A. Pyle, to assist me in case of Nance v Marion 
Twin G.M. Co. Valdez.  Are examining the record 
for a group of Tacoma owners of the Dora Gold M. 
Co. claims on Gold Creek – part of the Ebner 
group of claims above “Cape Horn” – 11 claims – 
their owners do not know what to do with them – 
they adjoin the Alaska Juneau Co.’s rich claims – 
but it is a problem for the Tacoma owners – it will 
cost a large amount of money to develop them & 
then it may turn out that they are without value! 

Diary 45, 1936 
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-24th – 
Wrote to West & Wheeler, real estate to sell my 
lots 25 & 26 Blk. 45, Denny & Hoyts Add. Seattle 
for $500. purchaser to pay taxes delinquent 
assessments. 
Roden wanted me to sign agreement by Matheson 
heirs to sell enough of Matheson property at 
Wrangell to pay Henry $50000  Si Hellenthal $250 & 
myself $250.  I refused – until the 3 heirs first 
signed it. 

-25th - 
Wrote letter to Col. J.J. Crossly, atty. Portland sent 
him copies of letters from Boettcher in re. “Ellen 
Millsite” in our effort to secure option to buy – 
connection with “Mexican” & “Horrible” lode claims 
in Berners bay district and asked him to secure 
extension from Mrs. Katz to purchase two mining 
claims – for 6 months! 
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-26- 
Letter to W.L. McCormick, car C.C. Garland 
Tacoma Chamber of Commerce, containing map & 
information asked for about 13 lode claims known 
as the Ebner, later the Dora group on Gold Creek, 
Juneau.  Advised owners to have claims examined 
and reported on by mining expert etc before 
spending money in attempted development. 

 
[clipping] 

JUNEAU, ALASKA, FRIDAY, JUNE 26, 1936 
THE ALASKA DAILY PRESS, JUNEAU 

Dr. Cecil Robe 
Will Return to 
Alaska Faculty 

Dr. Cecil F. Robe, who has been appointed 
director of an Alaskan history research project 
which will be conducted in Juneau this summer on 
a large scale, will return to the faculty of the 
University of Alaska next fall, it was announced 
recently by Dr. Charles Bunnell, president. 

Dr. Robe has been a member of the faculty from 
1929 to 1933, as a professor of history.  He was 
granted three years’ leave of absence to do 
graduate work at Yale, and is en route to Juneau 
now on the first leg of his return to Fairbanks. 
As announced in The Press a week ago, the 
Rockefeller Foundation has set aside $17,000 to 
enable Dr. Robe to conduct this research, a 
complete record of early Alaskan history being the 
ultimate aim. 
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-27th - 
Prof Cecil F. Robe arrived Juneau at noon on the 
SS. McKinley came to my office with Mr.          
Thompson, U.S. weather bureau friend – received 
a telegram & his mail, 2 letters & package with two 
books.  He is a young man, probably 30-35 years 
of age, slender, low stature, brown hair, and seems 
to be a pleasant & friendly individual, smooth face 

I invited him to come to my house and inspect 
my library & have dinner with us.  Told me he met 
Mr. Hugh A. Morrison my friend in the 
Congressional Library while in Washington.  Ruth 
was in with Waynor – conferring with Roden – 
Waynors attorney etc.  Robe came up 

Diary 45, 1936 
June 27-29 

27 
and spent the evening at my house.  He does not 
seem to have any plan arranged for working the 
History – he will have to “plan out a plan” – though 
he is a kindly gentleman, and I can see a lot of 
work in him if and when he gets acquainted. 

-28th – 
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Sunday, at work on charter on California – nothing 
new – walk! 

-29th - 
Recd. a letter from Judge Bunnell, Pres. U. of A. in 
relation to work with Prof. Robe on Alaska History.  
Robe was in before the letter came.  It looks like 
we may get my matter in re. employment at 
present worked out satisfactorily!  Also 

Diary 45, 1936 
June 29-30 

29 
received letter from Clerk District Court Valdez, 
informing me court will convene at Anchorage on 
July 20.  Sent a telegram notifying Hy Schwartz, 
Los Angeles of fact and asking him to sent me 
$15000 for expense round trip to try Nance case. 

June 30th ’36. 
Long conference with Robe about my connection 
with the work of preparing my library material for 
use in the History of Alaska under the Rockefeller 
Fund obtained by President Bunnell’s Briefly the 
matter is:  They wanted me to donate all my work 
library etc. to a group of strangers for 2 years to 
prepare what they think is a history – from which I 
am to be excluded: these people utterly 

Diary 45, 1936 
June 30 

30 
ignorant of the Territory & its history! are to be paid 
big salaries for doing the work of arranging, 
accumulating, etc, etc. while I am to hold the 
material subject to their use – while they take away 
2 copies – for the University - & leave me one for 
my use!  That is far from the promises made to me 
by Bunnell.  I am greatly disappointed, but will not 
allow them to gain by it!  I donated al my work, 
expense & the Ms. for the Bibliography, gave the 
University (the A.C. & Sc. of Mines) the credit, 
though it did not pay a cent, nor do one hours work 
on the preparation of the work – now they demand 
I make this sacrifice – I wont do it. 

Diary 45, 1936 
June 30 

(Mistake, corrected in date, JW) 
June 30, 1936. 

I am determined that I will not turn over my 
historical data to the organization outlined by 
Bunnell – his plan leaves me out as the owner of 
my library – he takes entire charge of it for 2 years 
with only a vague promise (in poorly promised) 

letters signed by him to do things for me, which 
cannot be made to support my right for they (his 
letters) promise one thing then promise others – 
there is no enforceable agreement for my 
protection.  The benefits are all for the University – 
they can use my material – get possession and use 
it independently & crowd me out, so I sent him 
tonight following 

Diary 45, 1936 
June 30- 
July 1 

30 
night letter telegram: 

Juneau, Alaska, June 30, 1936. 
Hon. Charles E. Bunnell, Fairbanks, Alaska. 
Your director has just informed me that my 
services and material for research and preparation 
as historical data must be entirely complimentary  
stop  budget shown me today for first time is not 
satisfactory  stop  unfair to ask that my material be 
given over entirely to well paid strangers having 
slight knowledge of Alaska history with my 
exclusion form participation in research. 

James Wickersham 
-July 1, 1936- 

I had a long talk today with Prof. Robe & told him I 
must insist on having Ruth in charge of my books, 
etc. to ast also with research workers & salary of 
equal amount. 

Diary 45, 1936 
July 1-2 

1 
Also that I must have a written agreement, 
covering my rights in Ms. & writing the History.  He 
came out and had dinner with us this evening – his 
purpose being to talk to her & get a line on her 
ability as a scholar capable of aiding in research.  
She was busy & he only had a few minutes talk at 
dinner & later half an hour. 
But I am determined & his judgment must give way 
to mine.  He seems to take the view that the whole 
matter rests with Bunnell – they will learn that I am 
one party to the agreement, with equal authority to 
agree! 

-July 2nd - 
Received telegram from Bunnell in answer to mine 
of 30th in which he says, rather weakly: 



Diary 45, 1936 
July 2 

2 
“Fairbanks, Alaska, July 1, 1936 

James Wickersham – Juneau. 
Yours received am unable to come to Juneau until 
after July twenty exceedingly regret this 
unfortunate situation I thought it was doing exactly 
what you wanted done to make all procurable 
matter most serviceable to you  I trust even so 
serious a misunderstanding can be satisfactorily 
adjusted.  Charles E. Bunnell.” 
Robe was greatly disturbed over the matter, but 
Bunnell’s telegram quieted him very much.  Ruth 
has concluded to go home to Seattle, the first of 
next week, but will return if desired.  Ruth & I both 
agree with her that she must go & see her sick 
mother, and in the meantime take 6 weeks of 
intensive work in typewriting lessons. 

Diary 45, 1936 
July 3-4 

-July 3rd 1936. 
Wrote to Schwartz, atty, Los Angeles, informing 
him ready for trial of Nance Case, also to witness, 
Wasilla & Anchorage. 

-4th - 
A glorious day of sunshine, noise & marching – 
downtown.  I remained at home, reading & “riting” 
on Stampeders along the Rocky Mt.s – Peru to 
Point Barrow. 
Ruth is packing her trunks to go home Monday 
morning on the southbound “Northwestern” 
I intend to put her in charge of my historical library 
in the research work for the Alaska History, under 
Prof. Robe for the University of Alaska.  I will not 
turn my historical material over to strangers who do 
not appreciate Alaskan books! 

Diary 45, 1936 
July 5-6 

-5th – 
It was a beautiful, noisy 4th!!  no rain, no fires, no 
accidents – just fun, -& noise.  Spent the evening 
getting Ruth ready for the morning boat.  We had 
dinner with Mrs. Hawks & family – he is out 
prospecting! 

-6th - 
Grace sat up with Ruth to take the “Northwestern” 
at 230 a.m. but the person on the boats changed 
her to the “Alaska,” and we saw her off at 830 this 
morning.  I intend to insist on her appointment as 

my representative custodian of my historical library 
& research work in the Rockefeller Fund project of 
writing the History of Alaska.  I will keep my thumb 
on that work! 

Diary 45, 1936 
July 7-9 

-7th – 
Wrote letter to Bunnell, Fairbanks, that I would go 
to Anchorage to court on the 20th & preferred to 
see him later, - in Juneau.  I want the agreement 
made here in the presence of Robe – who is going 
to begin work on Kashaveroffs material at once – in 
a room in the Legislative halls in the Capitol. 

-8th – 
In the office as usual. 

-9th - 
Recd. telegram from Bunnell saying: 
“Although both time and expense are important 
items for consideration I can arrange fly Juneau 
Sunday for conference unless you can suggest a 
better 

Diary 45, 1936 
July 9-10 

9 
plan  stop  would have to return first plane north we 
are all very busy kindly advise by wire.  Charles E. 
Bunnell.” 

-10th - 
Answered Bunnells telegram: N.L. 

Juneau, Alaska, July 9th, 1936 
Charles E. Bunnell, Fairbanks, Alaska 
Am compelled to leave Juneau early Tuesday 
morning on important business  stop  my letter to 
you arriving Saturday will explain this  stop  if you 
think advisable we can meet here Sunday and 
Monday for conference  stop  or if you prefer you 
can come later when I return home. 

James Wickersham. 
Received a letter from Lizzie, Edgars wife saying 
he must soon pass away. 
Frank & Helen are there to support her. 

Diary 45, 1936 
July 10-11 

10 
Poor Edgar is 70 years old, but disease has made 
great inroads on his strength and he may go soon.  
Engaged in preparing Agreement to be suggested 
to Dr. Bunnell when he comes for signature by us 
for the control and protection of my library against 
loss or improper use of any kind. 
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-11th - 
Received night letter from Bunnell saying: 

“Fairbanks, Als. July 10, 1936. 
James Wickersham, Juneau, Als. 
Yours of ninth received conferred with members of 
executive committee and we agree that trip 
planned for Sunday better be postponed until after 
your return  stop  right now weather conditions 
none too favorable. 

Charles E. Bunnell.” 
Diary 45, 1936 
July 12-13 

-12th – 
Sunday.  At home in library all day.  A Mr. Jones, 
student at Dartmouth College, on the SS. as a 
tourist came up to the house last evening – said his 
professor told him to call – enjoyed his visit – he is 
enroute via Skagway, Dawson, Circle to Fairbanks 

-13th - 
Jack Hawkes & “Jackie” his 10 year old son, left 
Mrs. Hawkes & Mifs Mayo, at home, 3rd floor of our 
home, & started enroute to New York – this 
morning.  They will be gone for 6 weeks or two 
months – on business. 
The SS. “Chelan,” U.S. came in this afternoon – 
with an Indian Sub-Committee; Senators Thomas 
of Oklahoma, Senator Frazier, of N. Dakota & 
Senator Shipstead of Minnesota – to study 

Diary 45, 1936 
July 13-14 

13 
the Indian question!!  “Billy” Paul seems to be in 
charge!  Since I am obliged to go westward to 
Seward, via Anchorage to court in the morning I 
had a hearing at 9 p.m. this evening.  I made a 
short statement urging the bringing of the Indian 
Land Suit – protecting the Indians in fishing etc 
As I left Senator Frazier told me if I could not get 
action in the Indian Land suit before Congress 
convened this winter to write to him & he would try 
to hurry it up! 

-14th - 
I leave on the SS Yukon this morning for 
Anchorage to try the suit Nance v Marion Twin 
Gold M. Co. – set for the 20th.  Left Juneau at 830.  
On board Todd, U.S. Marshall Valdez.  Tony 
Dimond, Delegate from Alaska. 

Diary 45, 1936 
July 14-15 

14 
Judge Gore, Republican candidate for Delegate, 
and many others whom I knew – young Frank 
Funchion, son of “Jimmy” Funchion – and early 40 
miler etc.  The voyage after we passed out of Icy 
Straits like traveling on a mill pond. 

-15th - 
Reached Cordova this morning at 630 pm.  Went up 
town & visited around with friends.  A group of 
Republicans met Judge Gore & arranged for him to 
remain over & have a political meeting tomorrow 
evening.  Saw Mayor Vance, Charlie Goodall, & 
many other of my old friends.  The SS. Yukon.  
Mount McKinley & others at the wharf.  The noisy 
winches ran all night unloading and exchanging 
cargoes – noisy & little sleep. 

Diary 45, 1936 
July 16 

-16th - 
Left Cordova early & reached Columbia Glacier 
about noon – gave the big group of School man 
tourists an “eye full,” of the most beautiful glacier in 
America, just far enough from the caving, crashing 
ice falls to prevent them from falling on our deck – 
an hour & then sailed for Valdez.  Remained there 
all afternoon – visited the fine old court house I 
built there in 190_.  Met Mike Zashovf whom I 
appointed custodian in 1904 – he has charge of the 
court house as janitor to this day.  Judge Si 
Hellenthal, Mr. & Mrs. Joe Kehoe, & some 
additional officials & passengers got on for Seward 
going to court at Anchorage.  Saw Joe Derringer 
my life long friend.  He begin to look old – all his 
family has passed away. 

Diary 45, 1936 
July 16-17 

16 
Wrote letter to Grace & sent it back on the Yukon. 

-17th - 
Arrived at Seward early – breakfast at 430 a.m.  
Visited with friend Urback – merchant and one of 
my early political supporters.  Left at 730 a.m. on 
the early train filled with tourists going to the new 
town of Palmer – Matanuska.  Of course I stopped 
off at Anchorage at noon.  Had much trouble to get 
a room at the hotels – finally took an apartment 
room at the Shonbeck Apt – for 4 days.  Mrs. W’s 
friend Mrs. Tupper had an appointment there took 



her to dinner & the Movie show at Lathrops 
Theater – visited with some of my friends – Judge 
Hellenthal in Anchorage to hold court on Monday. 

Diary 45, 1936 
July 18-19 

-18th – 
Called & had conference with Arthur G. Thompson, 
my assistant attorney in the case of Nance v 
Marion Twin Gold Mining Co. case – had lunch 
with him.  Called at the Clerks office inspected the 
record in the Nance case, & called on other 
lawyers. 

-19th – 
Pyle, agent for Schwartz, Atty. at Los Angeles, 
explained about 7 quartz mining claims involved in 
Nance v Marion Twin Gold M. Co. case, & the 
more he explained the facts about the claims the 
less I think of their validity!  The persons who 
brought the claims, for whom Nance appears, have 
been badly defrauded. 

Diary 45, 1936 
July 20 

-20th - 
Court met in special session today.  Called the 
motion calendar – few cases.  My case went over 
till tomorrow.  Mr. Q.A. Pyle, appearing here for 
Nance.  Plft[?], my client here, & we spent much 
time in preparing a plan for filing Amended Notices 
of the location of the mining claims belonging to the 
Marion Twin Gold Mining Co. defendant, so that we 
might take them under execution & sale to pay the 
debts due to Nance.  It is the worst mix up I ever 
ran into, and requires much skill to secure results 
satisfactory to both parties. 
Also a Mr. McDonald consulted me about 
undertaking a case for him. 

Diary 45, 1936 
July 20 

20 
[clipping] 

Wickersham Says Alaska 
Could Support Ten Million 

Alaska is capable of supporting “ten million 
people easily,” said Judge James Wickersham, 
Juneau, former Third division judge, in an interview 
here today. 

“Norway, Sweden, Finland and northern Russia 
support millions of people by agriculture,’ said 
Judge Wickersham.  “Alaska has more favorable 
land for cultivation than much in these countries 

and we can support millions here just the same as 
they can.” 

Judge Wickersham, who has been in the territory 
for 36 years, has “more faith in Alaska than ever.”  
He predicted a steady growth in population, not as 
rapid as the western states “and therefore much 
better.”  Alaska has better agricultural possibilities 
than many of the states, he said. 

Fishing Can Develop 
Mining will be a main source of development in 

the territory in years to come, due to the use of 
machinery and advanced mining methods, in 
Judge Wickersham’s opinion.  Alaska has “more 
coal that Pennsylvania,” he said, which awaits only 
development. 

He does not believe the fishing industry has 
reached its full development.  Many varieties of fine 
fish other than salmon are in Alaskan waters, he 
said, and at present are not utilized.  An eventual 
utilization of these added varieties will add 
materially to the fishing industry of the Northland, 
he stated. 

Judge Wickersham’s life in Alaska as judge, 
congressional delegate and  

lawyer, has paralleled the history and 
development of the country.  He came to the 
territory in 1900 as judge of the old Third division, 
appointed by President McKinley. 

Was Delegate 
He was sent to Nome in 1901 to take over the 

bench there when Judge Arthur Noyes was 
disbarred and many men sent to prison for 
practices which furnished the subject of Rex 
Beach’s famous novel, “The Spoilers.” 

Judge Wickersham was on the bench eight 
years, during which time he held court all over 
Alaska.  He now carries a gold watch bearing the 
date December 31, 1907, and inscribed to him by 
the members of the Fairbanks bar association. 

A year after Judge Wickersham retired from the 
bench he was sent to Washington as a 
congressional delegate from Alaska, which office 
he held for 14 years.  To his efforts, Alaska owes 
such development as the bill for the Alaska 
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Railroad and the University of Alaska.  Judge 
Wickersham also wrote the Organic act of Alaska, 
creating its legislature and method of government. 

It is fitting that a man so vitally connected with 
the history of the Northland should be interested in 
the preservation of written material and an 
accurate history of Alaska.  He has perhaps one of 
the most complete libraries on Alaskan material 
ever assembled.  In 1927 he published a 
“Bibliography of Alaskan Literature,” containing the 
title and some notice of practically every book, 
magazine, periodical and article ever written about 
the territory from 1724 to 1924.  There are more 
than 10,000 of these mentioned in the bibliography. 

Judge Wickersham is in Anchorage for the 
opening of court here Monday, a case in which he 
is interested being on the calendar.  He expects to 
return to Juneau next week. 

Diary 45, 1936 
July 21 

21st  
Got the case of Nance v Marion Twin G.M. Co. 
case concluded by final judgment signed by Judge 
Hellenthal to my entire satisfaction today – also to 
satisfaction of Q.A. Pyle, the agent of plaintiff 
Nance.  Am pleased and much relieved. 
Attended dinner of Lawyers Club, - made short talk 
– fine meeting. 
Am also employed as attorney in case of Chas. 
Isaacs vs. Ralastla Mining Co. – compensation 
case by defendant.  At my request Arthur G. 
Thompson employed to assist me.  Cannot go to 
Seward until Thursday. 
Dinner with Mrs. Tupper. 

Diary 45, 1936 
July 22 

-22- 
Most beautiful summer weather. 
Concluded details of surveying and amending 
location mining notices of the Marion Twin lode 
mines etc. with Pyle & grammaire surveyors, 
instructed Pyle in matter of notices sale of mining 
property under the judgment Nance vs Marion Twin 
G.M. Co. case signed by judge in court yesterday.  
All matters with McDonald, in case Isaacs vs 
Bralaska injury case left with Arthur G. Thompson, 
Atty, on 50-50 basis.  Dinner with Business Men 
Club & ride out to Lake where hundred people 

were bathing.  Met many friend & enjoyed 
Anchorage. 

Diary 45, 1936 
July 23-24 

-23rd – 
Working with A.G. Thompson on the case of Isaacs 
vs. Bralaska Min. Co. damages in compensation 
case.  Am to examine corporation records in the 
Auditors office.  Have copy Complaint to guide me 
in the work at Juneau.  Left Anchorage at 130 pm. 
fine trip on Alaska Railroad – Turnagain Spencer 
glacier, Loop area, arrived at the Seward & room 
for the night at Joe Badgers Hotel Van Bibber. 

-23rd continued- 
Trouble to get space on S.S. Alaska.  Left Seward 
Late in a small, uncomfortable stateroom – 
crowded by young Mr. Condit a fine young fellow, 
related Dr. Condit, Sitka preacher Indian School. 

Diary 45, 1936 
July 25 

-25th - 
Prince William Sound – Cannery. 
A Mr. Chick from Seattle was introduced to me by 
Mifs Fairbanks, in charge of a group of tourists 
from Seattle – he told me he knew Grace – that he 
was a school director in Charleston – Bremerton – 
and gave her her first school at that place. He is a 
fine old man – 84 years old, etc.  Heard Father 
Kashaverof deliver his address to the tourists on 
board the “Alaska,” – it was dull and uninteresting!!  
Judge Hellenthal & Jack Newman stenographer 
from Juneau, on board.  Arrived at Cordova at 
midnight 

Diary 45, 1936 
July 26-27 

-26th – 
At Cordova but so early in the morning that I did 
not see anyone. 

-27- 
Across Gulf of Alaska.  Enter Icy Strait at 3 oclock 
p.m.  Another address by Kashaveroff last night – 
about Indians.  Another meeting tonight – amateur 
among the Young folks – in the social hall.  I told 
Dick Willoughby’s “bar tale.” 
Grace was waiting for me at the dock with 
Holbrooks automobile.  Mr. Chick – her early friend 
from Charleston – Bremerton – who gave her her 
first school – came off and renewed his 
acquaintance, etc. 



My own bed was restful after a hard trip. 

Diary 45, 1936 
July 28-29 

-28th – 
Letters from Darrel advising me not to let Dr. 
Bunnell and his eastern historian employees into 
my library pleased me.  I also received through 
Col. Crossly an extension of 6 months of contract 
to purchase the two mining claims in the Berners 
Bay mining camp which Jim York & I have been 
working on.  Busy in the office. 

-29- 
Received a telegram from Hobble in Barcelona 
Spain, saying: 

“Barcelona July 29, 1936. 
James Wickersham, Juneau, Alaska. 
Dolores Vrooman and son expect to sail August 
15th. Hobble.” 
I hope the Revolution there permits it. 

Diary 45, 1936 
July 29-30 

29th continued. 
We had Dick Lewis & wife and Edw. W. Allen, 
Seattle, at dinner last night.  Long talk with Lewis 
about the old case of Frauds in the sale of the 
Bears Nest Mining Claim, Douglas Island to group 
of London Bankers by Carroll & others - & the 
beginning of the Nome Scandal in the U.S. Senate 
with both of which he was familiar.  He promised to 
write the story out for me. 

-30th - 
Letter to Schwartz, L.A. Cal. in re Nance case. 
Have Mrs. Elsie Blythe (Jensen) typing. 
Faulkner agreed yesterday to buy my 826 vols, 
U.S. & Fed & other Reporters at $100 per volume!  
L.C. Andrews at dinner – Library – tonight, 
pleasant. 

Diary 45, 1936 
July 31- 
August 1 

-31st – 
Had L.C. Andrews & Mifs    Miller to dinner.  Gregg 
called – and we had a real visit in the library – 
pictures etc. 
Wrote a long good letter to Lizzie & Edgar.  In her 
letter to me Lizzie says Edgar is very sick – and 
she thinks he is failing fast. 
Having 5 first chapters of Stampedes Peru, 
Mexico, Cal. B.C. & Alaska copied. 

-August 1, 1936- 
Bar Assoc. lunch, - all our members: also Edw. W. 
Allen, member.  Halibut International Com; 
Congressman form Ohio: Hon 
 
[clipping] 

Rep. Byron H. Harlan of Ohio, Col. Charles 
March, chairman of the Federal Trade 
Commission; Kingman Brewster, special attorney 
for the Trade Commission; Rufus Wood, publisher 
of the Wenatchee World; Guy Brown, Wenatchee 
banker, and Victor Bell, son of the commissioner 
and crew member. 

Diary 45, 1936 
August 2 

-Aug 2, ’36- 
Sunday.  At home studying the origin of mining for 
gold in British Columbia. 
Late this evening Judge Bunnell called on the 
telephone – he had just reached Juneau by 
airplane from Fbks.  Will meet me in the office in 
the morning.   
Attend Pres. Church farewell the to the Nowells. 

-Aug. 3, ’36- 
Had a conference with Bunnell about beginning 
research work on the material for the History of 
Alaska  He made many statements about securing 
the funds from the Rockefeller Fund, and the 
limitations placed on its use by Dr. Stevens who 
controls it.  Sorry none of it could be used to assist 
in writing the History – but only for the  

Diary 45, 1936 
August 2 

3 
research work.  I told him in reply that I would not 
give my consent to the use of my library, 
manuscripts, etc. by his young assistants from the 
colleges in the East, and would insist, that if my 
material was to be translated & copied it must be 
done by myself and assistants under my immediate 
guidance and management, with payment as had 
been promised in our former correspondence.  He 
expressed great regret that this could not be done 
under the terms by which he had obtained the 
Rockefeller grant of $17,000, and wanted me to 
say what could be done under my ultimations.  I 
suggested that he then move his employees back 
to Washington and begin the copying & 
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August 2 

2 
translating – of research there, where there was a 
mass of valuable historic material to work on, and 
let my Ms etc await his suggestion that he procure 
an appropriation from the Territory of Alaska, by 
legislative action, for the printing & publishing of 
the History under my supervision, with salary, etc.  
he finally consented to this course, and I fear that 
ends my connection with his project.  Anyway that 
is no worse than to permit his “brain trust” 
employees from the east to take over my library, 
manuscripts etc. without any consideration for all 
my labor and material as a gift, and with no 
assurances that it would be protected for my future 
use!! 

Diary 45, 1936 
August 2 

2 
[clipping] 

BUNNELL HERE 
FROM COLLEGE, 

RESEARCH WORK 
Plans Announced for Staff 

-To Go to Washing- 
ton for Duties 

Flying with the Pacific Alaska Airways from 
Fairbanks Sunday morning, President Charles E. 
Bunnell of the University of Alaska is a Juneau 
visitor.  The trip was made in 4 hours, 15 minutes 
flying time and is described by Dr. Bunnell as being 
perfect in every respect. 

Today Dr. Bunnell has been in conference with 
James Wickersham and Prof. Cecil R. Robe, 
Director of the Alaska history research now being 
carried on as a result of an appropriation of 
$17,000 to the University of Alaska by the 
Rockefeller Foundation Prof. Robe has been in 
Juneau ever since July 1 making a survey of 
available material in this city. 

President Bunnell states that Judge Wickersham 
and he agree that for the present the research can 
be undertaken most advantageously in 
Washington, D.C., where a vast amount of history 
material must be translated from the Russian. 

Names Translator 
As translator for the research project President 

Bunnell is appointing Tikhon I. Lavrischeff, a former 
resident of Alaska.  The appointment of Warren R. 
Reid of Yale University as research assistant is 
also announced.  Miss Hilja Reinikka, of Douglas, 
University of Alaska graduate, secretary to Prof. 
Robe, will be retained as secretary for the research 
project and will leave for Washington, D.C., in the 
near future. 

In the meantime Judge Wickersham who is 
enthusiastically giving his support to this history 
research will continue with the work he has been 
doing for three decades on Alaska history.  His 
constructive advice on this project ands his 
suggestion that the work be done in the Library of 
Congress ought to be done first meet with the 
approval of Professor Robe and Dr. Bunnell. 

Alaskans Interested 
“Alaskans,” President Bunnell states, “are greatly 

interested in the history research project.  Source 
material in the form of papers, letters, diaries, 
books or in fact in any form, including photos, is 
greatly desired.  It all helps those engaged in 
research to do a good job.  If owners do not feel 
that they can give such material to the University, a 
loan of the same will be greatly appreciated.  
During the last month some splendid material has 
been donated to the University library.” 

President Bunnell will leave for College, Alaska, 
on the PAA Lockheed Electra tomorrow. 
 
Bunnell & Edw. W. Allen took dinner with us this 
evening.  Bunnell seems very friendly, but he 
seems also to follow robe in his plan – but I 
suppose he cannot do otherwise – he must follow 
his agreement with the Rockefeller trustees. 

Diary 45, 1936 
August 4 

August 4, 1936. 
I have had Mrs. Elsie Blythe (Jensen) doing typing 
for a week – copying my rough draft of several 
chapters on the Stampede stories – Peru to Alaska 
– “Barrett Willoughby,” who writes Alaska fiction 
stories has asked to come to my house soon to talk 
about a new story she is locating at Juneau.  I 
asked her to dinner but she had many 
engagements ahead – but will accept later! 



Wrote to Darrell & sent him a copy of clipping (Aug 
3), which will please him, for he strongly opposed 
giving my Mss. books etc. to Bunnell, at this time, 
which is now concluded in that way by our 
agreement of yesterday! 

Diary 45, 1936 
August 5-8 

-Aug 5th – 
Busy in the office – law work. 

-6th – 
Argued my motion to strike portions of defendants 
answer in the case of Femmer, vs City of Juneau, 
and the court sustained the motion & struck the 
offending provisions from the pleading 

-7th – 
Order to Strike form City’s answer in Femmer v 
Juneau, made and served on Faulkner today. 

-8th - 
Above order amended by Judge Alexander in a 
slight particular, signed & entered of record.  
Barrett Willoughby, fictional writer – will call to look 
at house today! 

Diary 45, 1936 
August 9-11 

-9th – 
Sunday at home writing a short political address to 
be read before the radio on Wednesday (12th) to 
the Republicans. 
Received from the Tacoma Lodge No. 22, T & A.M. 
a letter dated Aug. 5 enclosing a gold “50 Year” 
button, and an invitation to attend the ceremonies 
there on Sept. 18th 

-10th – 
Same in office as yesterday on my Address. 
Prof. Robe, research worker on Alaska History 
called to say good by, left for Washington on boat 
at noon to continue that work in Congressional 
Library 

-11th - 
Finished writing my impromptu radio address 
criticising the Demo’s New Deal to be read 
tomorrow evening to the public. 

Diary 45, 1936 
August 12 

-12- 
Finished my political (Republican) address and will 
speak (read) it into the Radio at 10 oclock, p.m.  It 
was my second effort on the “mike” and I found 
much difficulty in speaking clearly & satisfactorily – 
cooped up in an uncomfortable attitude in a chair.  I 

can talk so much better – easier standing.  I was 
not satisfied with my talk etc, its delivery, rather 
than the matter.  I tried to persuade my Republican 
accomplices to support the nominees of the ticket, 
which many of them do not intend to do!!  I will. 

Diary 45, 1936 
August 12-13 

12 
B.M. Beherends died at Cordova last night. 

-13th - 
I received in this mornings mail a large well bound 
book entitled “The Lucky Bag of 1936,” Naval 
Academy beautifully illustrated etc. with the card of 
“James Wickersham McCauley,” ensign whom I 
appointed to the Academy while I was Delegate to 
Congress some years ago.  The future admiral is a 
handsome boy and has given me much satisfaction 
in his success as a student there.  I am proud of 
him and have told him so in acknowledging the 
receipt of the book.  I wrote an earnest letter today 
to A.B. Trites, Vancouver, B.C. for Jim York, asking 
this wealthy mine owner to give Jim York 
assistance! 

Diary 45, 1936 
August 14 

-14th - 
Busy on correspondence for Jim York on Trites & 
Ivanhoe Min. matters.  Also, telegram from 
McDonald about compromise of case of Isaacs & 
Bralaska Min. Co. at Anchorage.  Notice from 
Empire last night that Bill Paul has been given job 
of spending money for the Indian Bureau in Alaska.  
Wont Billie make it fly!  Probably the Democrats will 
now dismiss their recent charges against him in 
disbarment proceedings for robbing his clients.  
Still he will not waste the public money under his 
control worse than other great economists under 
Pres. Roosevelt do so, so why complain. 

Diary 45, 1936 
August 15 

-15th - 
I wrote a nice letter to “Admiral Jim” – James 
Wickersham McCauley, U.S.N. whom I got 
appointed to the Naval Academy, Annapolis, 
Maryland, some 4 years ago, and who is now 
entering on his official life work in the Navy, as 
Ensign on the U.S.S. Richmond at at San Diego 
Navy yard, California.  He sent me his copy of the 
Lucky Bag containing his record and picture.  I am 
pleased with his success and proud to have 
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another boy carrying my name in that service. 
Mr. B.M. Beherends, Alaska’s foremost 
businessman, will be buried tomorrow and I am 
invited to be one of the honorary pall bearers.  He 
was a good friend. 

Diary 45, 1936 
August 15 

15 
[clipping] 

DAILY ALASKA EMPIRE, 
SATURDAY, AUGUST 15, 1936 

PAUL TAKES NEW 
POST NEXT WEEK 
AS INDIAN AGENT 

First Move Will Be Enroll- 
ment of Indians to De- 
termine Communities 

William Paul, who has been appointed field 
agent in the Indian Bureau in connection with the 
administration of the new Wheeler-Howard act in 
Alaska, is expected to assume his new post the 
first of the week, probably being sworn in Tuesday. 

Paul said that his first plans in connection with 
the work will be the enrollment of the Indians to 
determine just who make up the various Indian 
communities.  The work probably will be started in 
Southeast Alaska and later will spread throughout 
the Territory.  Paul said he expected to have five 
communities under the act by next year. 

Oscar Lipp of the Washington Indian Office is 
now reported enroute to Alaska and he will work on 
the initial setup.  There are actually two divisions of 
the work, Paul explained, organization and credit.  
The first makes the necessary arrangements for 
qualifying the communities under the act and the 
latter whether loans should be granted.  This latter 
division is under the Indian Organization Act, a 
division of the Indian Service. 

Section 10 of the act sets forth the major 
provisions as follows: 

“There is hereby authorized to be appropriated, 
out of any funds in the Treasury not otherwise 
appropriated, the sum of $10,000,000 to be 
established as a revolving fund from which the 
Secretary of the Interior, under such rules and 
regulations as he may prescribe, may make loans 

to Indian chartered corporations for the purpose of 
promoting the economic development of such 
tribes and of their members, and may defray the 
expenses of administering such loans.  Repayment 
of amounts loaned under this authorization shall be 
credited to the revolving fund and shall be available 
for the purposes for which the fund is established.  
A report shall be made annually to Congress of 
transactions under this authorization.” 

Under the act $3,500,000 of the $10,000,000 has 
been appropriated to carry on the work this year 
and of this amount Alaska gets approximately one 
tenth, or about $350,000. 
 
I can see Paul distributing the Indian money in 
schemes to secure profit!  By this plan the real 
Indians will not get anything out of their Land Bill & 
if they do it will be applied to losses on the Wheeler 
Howard Act wasted by Paul!!! 

Diary 45, 1936 
August 15-16 

15 
[clipping] 

LAST RITES FOR 
B.M. BEHRENDS 
2 P.M. SUNDAY 

Multitude of Friends Ex- 
pected to Gather for Pres- 

byterian Services 
Friends of B.M. Beherends, who died August 12 

in Cordova, where he was stricken with pneumonia 
on his return to Juneau after a trip through Alaska, 
will gather tomorrow afternoon at the Northern 
Light Presbyterian Church to pay their last tribute 
to Alaska’s foremost citizen. 

The Rev. John A. Glasse will deliver the eulogy 
and preside at the services which will begin at 2 
o’clock. 

Mrs. George F. Alexander will sing two 
selections, “In the Garden” and “Happy Day.”  She 
will be accompanied by Mrs. Trevor Davis. 

To accommodate the many friends who will 
attend the services, a public address system has 
been arranged so that those who cannot be seated 
in the auditorium of the church, may hear the 
services in the church parlor. 



Honorary pallbearers will be: Gov. John W. Troy, 
J.J. Connors, Edward Griffin, Charles Goldstein, 
Mayor Isadore Goldstein, John Reck, James 
Wickersham, H.L. Faulkner, R.E. Robertson, 
George A. Parks, J.B. Warrack, W.S. George, H.I. 
Lucas, R.F. Lewis, L.H. Metzgar, W.S. Pullen, H.R. 
Shepard, the Rev. A.P. Kashevaroff, John 
McCloskey and Lockie McKinnon. 

Pallbearers will be Guy McNaughton, George 
Kohlhepp, George E. Cleveland, John Krugness, 
James McNaughton, Douglas Oliver, John W. 
Morrison and H.J. Turner. 

Norman Banfield, Curtis Shattuck, M.S. Whittier, 
R.R. Brown, John Keyser and Harold Gallwas will 
be ushers. 

Burial will be in the Masonic plot of the 
Evergreen Cemetery, the universally loved Juneau 
pioneer being laid beside Mrs. Behrends, who died 
just six months ago. 

Sunday Aug. 16th 1936. 
Was a beautiful sunny day and the people turned 
out in great numbers to Mr. Beherends funeral.  
Rev. Glasse delivered a fine sermon – full of 
biographical material etc.  Governor Troy & the 
official body attended.  The town will seem greatly 
changed now. 

Diary 45, 1936 
August 17-18 

-17th – 
Busy in the office.  A long talk with Al. White, tried 
to persuade him to get his forces to support the full 
Republican ticket – he talks loudly about his loyalty 
to the party – but will not say that he will support 
the Gore-McCain candidates.  Most of his talk is 
spent in loud denunciation of Faulkner, and those 
who opposed him in the Douglas convention and in 
the contest over his election at Cleveland.  My 
judgment is that he will do just what he did four 
years ago, oppose the candidates of our ticket! 

-18th - 
Busy with preparation of pleadings in law cases 
engaged my time today. 

Diary 45, 1936 
August 19-21 

-19th – 
Same as yesterday – also making notes & reading 
historical data on mining on the Frasier river – 
1857-1860. 

-20th – 
Preparing pleadings in Femmer v City & Bond v 
Dyrdahl – for the court, also making notes, etc. in 
Fraser river mines for use in chapter on Stampede 
to B.C. 
Faulkner & Banfield preparing to take over & pay 
for my U.S. Fed. & other law books.  Grace & I 
intend to go to Seattle as soon as I can get 
business in court arranged to allow me freedom to 
go. 

-21st - 
Busy in the office as usual. 
Suit of John v John, divorce begun. 

Diary 45, 1936 
August 22-24 

-22- 
Saturday – lunch at Bar Association. 
Making notes on mining days in the British 
Columbia Cariboo country.  I am enjoying reading 
up on the Cariboo for the first time. 

-23- 
Sunday.  At home reading data on the Omineca 
mining & prospecting on the headwaters of the 
Peace river. 

August 24, 1936. 
My 79th Birthday.  I am in excellent health – strong 
and vigorous, but I am obliged to say that I cannot 
walk as far or as fast as I could when I harched 
[marched?] along the Yukon trails thirty years ago.  
Received a nice present this mornings mail from 
Darrell and some others from friends. 

Diary 45, 1936 
August 24 

24 
[clipped off birch bark card] 

A HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
It must be a supreme pleasure to be 
able to look back on 79 yrs. of whole- 
some, active life and to enjoy the good 
health and vitality for many more years, 

active years, makes this doubly so. 
Your Admirer 

F.J. Waite 
 

With this card came a beautiful box of excellent 
“1886” cigars. 
I sold my U.S. Sup. Ct. Federal Reporters, Fed. 
Cases, all digests with reports and the Pacific 
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Reporters & digests to H.L. Faulkner and N.C. 
Banfield, today and they paid me $826.00 one dollar 
a volume, for them.  I am glad to get them sold for 
it costs so much to keep up the sets and I do not 
longer need them, they are all in the Court Library 
anyway & I want to get rid of that expense! 

Diary 45, 1936 
August 24-25 

Aug. 24th continued 
Paid note Mch 6, 1936 at B.M. Beherends bank, 
amounting with interest to $305.20 leaving cash 
balance to my credit $582.83 
Gave Grace check for $5000 for good winter dress. 

-Aug 25th - 
Barrett Willoughby came to the office and we spent 
two hours or more talking shop.  She offered to 
assist me in correcting a story about my early days 
in Alaska – if I would write it out and send it to her 
for that purpose.   
Recd telegram form Alliance Ins. Co. – think is 
from Darrell about some boat Insurance!  Letter will 
be on todays boat etc. 
Showed Barrett Willoughby my copy of the Yukon 
Press – paper, printed at Tanana in 1893-8 & She 
was greatly interested and advised me to write a 
biography!! 

Diary 45, 1936 
August 26-27 

-26th – 
Answering correspondence today. 
Grace got Gov. Troy to send telegrams to Com. 
Genl. Immigration yesterday asking for information 
about Mrs. Dolores Vrooman & her son, Daniel, 
Barcelona Spain – answer that matter had been 
referred to the State Department for action.  When 
we woke up this morning we found Ruth, Grace’s 
niece had arrived at 6 a.m. & was in the house – 
we were told the boat would arrive at 10 a.m. 

-27th - 
Telegrams from Darrell & letter about a salvage 
case in Ketchikan.  Sent one to the Mgr. New 
England Fish Co – answer suggesting that I come 
& I will go on first boat ad do what I can to settle 
the salvage claim under instruction from Darrell. 

Diary 45, 1936 
August 27-28 

-27th continued. 
Judge Gore, McCain – candidates, respectively for 
Delegate & Attorney Genl. in town busy talking to 
our Republican voters. 

-28th - 
Faulkner taking all my U.S. & Fed. & Pacific 
Reports – sold for one dollar per vol. & glad to get 
rid of them at that price – 816 vols.  It cost me 
more than two hundred dollars per annum to keep 
them up & the Court house has them all & I can do 
best without them. 
Attended Republican rally tonight at the Coliseum – 
a bigger crowd than the New Deal (Democrats) 
had the night before Gore & McCain made good 
speeches.  The audience seemed satisfied & they 
ought to have a fair vote here. 

Diary 45, 1936 
August 29 

-29th - 
Gov. Troy received telegram today in answer to his 
asking State Department about Mrs. Dolores 
Vrooman & son, at Barcelona, Spain.  Grace got 
them to inquire and answer very satisfactory. 
viz. “Washington Aug 29, 1936. 
Hon. Governor of Alaska, Juneau, Alaska 
Telegram from Barcelona Aug. 28th reports Dolores 
Vrooman & son enroute San Francisco will arrive 
middle or end of September. 
Yordell Hull, Sec. of State.” 
We are glad they are out of Spain! 
Will go to Ketchikan for Darrells Ins Company 
litigation of salvage claim v “Caleb Haley.” 

Diary 45, 1936 
August 30- 
September 1 

-30th – 
I am going to Ketchikan on the “North Sea” tonight 
to try to compromise & settle the salvage claim 
against the Fishing boat the “Caleb Haley,” which 
Darrell telegraphed me to attend to. 
The Ms. “Gold Mining in British Columbia is about 
done, and I will leave it for Grace & Ruth to copy & 
read. 

-31- 
Enroute to Ketchikan – visited Petersburg & 
Wrangell while the boat was at the wharf at each 
place. 

-Sept. 1st - 
Reached Ketchikan at 2 a.m. to bed for 6 hours in 
Ingersoll Hotel, and then busy visiting the small 
boats 



Diary 45, 1936 
September 1 

1 
“Caleb Haley” and “S.F. Iman” of interest in the 
salvage adventure at Security Cove on August 4, 
1936  The “Caleb Haley” left that dark cove late – 
10.30 p.m. greatly overloaded with salmon for 
Ketchikan – just outside the Cove she struck rough 
tide rips & bering low in the stern the waves 
mounted her back deck and filled her hull so she 
almost sank.  She called for help and the S.F. Iman 
answered her call & helped haul her back into the 
Cove.  Iman has filed a libel against the Haley for 
$10,000!! for services and the Alliance Insurance 
Co. must defend the libel for her own interest!  The 
owner is the New England Fish Co. of Ketchikan. 

Diary 45, 1936 
September 2 

-Sept 2- 
Busy trying get a compromise with Iman, libellant 

Zeigler & King, on the “Caleb Haley” salvage 
matter.  They exhibited affidavits - & read them to 
me – signed by the captain & crew of the “Caleb 
Haley,” and the captain Iman & his single deck 
hand, to convince me that they saved the Haley & 
its crew of five from wreck and a watery grave, etc. 
but they only convinced me that the New England 
Fish Co. its attorney, W.C. Arnold & the Iman – 
Capt. & deck hand are in a dishonest & collusive 
scheme to rob the Alliance Ins. Co. of an 
outrageous sum by unfair means!  Advised the Ins. 
Co. of my conclusions by telegraph, and refused to 
recommend payment of sum demanded. 

Diary 45, 1936 
September 3 

-3rd - 
Employed Harry G. McCain, to assist me in “Caleb 
Haley” case – divide fees with him.  Had an 
interview with Rev. Paul Mather, the Tsimpsean 
Indian minister, Episcopal Church about (1) Indian 
suit vs U.S. in Court.  he wants copy of Act of 
Congress: (2) about the Lincoln Totem pole at 
Tongass – which I want the Indians to donate to 
the Territory for removal to base at S.E. corner of 
the Capital building – they to be paid $250.00 for it, 
to the heirs of the Indian who erected it at Tongass 
in 1870(?).  Left Ketchikan late tonight on the SS 
“Northland” for Juneau. 

Diary 45, 1936 
September 4-6 

-4th – 
Boat landed at Wrangell & I called on friends while 
in port, and later this evening same at Petersburg. 

-5th – 
Reached Juneau early this morning & found Grace 
& Ruth waiting for me, and Mrs. Jack Hawkes and 
Mifs Mayo waiting for her husband and Jackie her 
son, who had a long talk with Ohmer, the shrimp 
and crab canneryman at Petersburg last night.  It 
was a happy meeting all around. 

-6th - 
Received a surprising letter today from Darrell, 
enclosing copy of a letter from David H. Stevens to 
Judge Bunnell, as follows: 

Diary 45, 1936 
September 6 

6 
San Francisco, Cal 
August 28th -1936. 

Pres. Charles E. Bunnell. 
University of Alaska 
Fairbanks, Alaska. 
Dear President Bunnell, 

Your letter of August fifteenth adds useful data to 
those in a letter from Mr. D.P. Wickersham of San 
Francisco.  As by good fortune I was in San 
Francisco today on my way home from a 
conference, I have talked with Mr. Wickersham 
before writing you.  The plan for a history of Alaska 
was, as you may recall, first put before me by 
Judge Wickersham’s son.  The nature[?] of our 
work makes it impracticable to cooperate with 
individual workers, an your own proposals for a 
university method of work.  I considered a fine 
modification of the first plan to meet our conditions. 

Now I feel strongly that the place as set up is to 
lose much of its essential value and that steps 
should be taken to assure full cooperation from 
Judge Wickersham.  The method of work as given 
in your letter is fair only in the first stage.  Then, I 
feel, you will need the cooperation that he can 
provide.  Consequently I am quite ready to ask our 
committee to make a separate grant-in-aid for 
Judge Wickersham’s benefit for twelve months.  
The University, on its part, should first agree 
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Diary 45, 1936 
September 6 

6 
to pay an equal amount to him for a second year – 
from its own funds or from our grant – and to credit 
him as one of the two authors of the furnished 
manuscript.  Publication is not our concern, but 
yours, and I know would be easily arranged. 

I am sending a copy of this letter to Judge 
Wickersham in the hope that he will [give] you his 
general consent to these proposals.  That would 
obviate another journey for you and expedite 
action.  It seems desirable that you write him first, 
however, so that further steps will be taken from 
your office. 

I cannot assure favorable action from our 
committee, obviously, nor do I wish to reopen the 
matter until definite assurance from all concerned 
are in hand.  But I would be ready to propose a 
grant of $3000. for the year from date of our action, 
on assurance of countering payment at the same 
rate for a second year from another source on 
pledges of the University.  I shall be back in New 
York on September tenth and shall await word form 
you there. 

Sincerely yours, 
David H. Stevens.” 

The copy of the above letter from Mr. Stevens 
came to me with a letter from my son, and an 
explanation would be quite as long as his letter so I 
will quote it in full instead of writing my own 
explanation – it will be more satisfactory to give his 
letter in full and thus preserve the original thought 
as stated by him .   (over to next page for letter). 

Diary 45, 1936 
September 6 

6 
San Francisco, Calif. Aug 31, 1936 

Dear Father:  Sent you a wire this p.m. to 
Ketchikan marked to relay to Juneau if you were 
not in Ketchikan – all re “Caleb Haley.”  Am a little 
worried as the “Caleb Haley “ is due to sail for 
Seattle September 1st.  I trust you got my letter of 
Aug 18th and wire of August 24th in time to act.  I 
wrote Grace a personal note to the effect her 
sister-in-law & nephew were not on the passenger 
list of the SS. Feltre.  I wrote her because I felt you 
would be in Ketchikan.  I will call on the steward of 

the “Feltre” Wednesday and see if he can give me 
any information.  I had callers yesterday (Sunday) 
– Mr. & Mrs. Charley Ask and two daughters – she 
was the daughter of Aunt Caroline, mothers oldest 
sister – you will remember Aunt Caroline and Susie 
visited us in Tacoma in 1892.  Aunt Caroline, 
although the oldest evidently lived the longest – 
she died in 1928.  They are motoring through the 
west – visited Uncle Jont and Ivy in Olympia – they 
say Uncle Jont although 94 years old is in perfect 
health. – Mr. Stevens changed his mind and sent 
me the copy of his letter to Bunnell – you are to get 
six thousand dollars altho Bunnell has to scrape 
$3000 of it up – he should get it from the $17,000 
already set aside to him.  Stevens letter is perfectly 
clear and I trust that Bunnell and yourself will be 
able to get the details worked out – as far as 
Bunnell is concerned he will have to because 
Stevens idea in the whole thing was to be  

Diary 45, 1936 
September 6-8 

6 
centered about you & your library.  Stevens said a 
lot of things to me he did not put in his letter and 
his note transmitting the copy was most evidential 
& promised to keep me advised.  My secretary said 
she felt I made quite a “hit” with Stevens.  Sorry 
about your having to go to Seattle on account of 
your eyes, but you must take care of them.  If you 
miss the crew of the “Caleb Haley” in Ketchikan 
perhaps you can get them in Seattle.  Enclose 
check for $5000.  Keep me posted and advised on 
the “History,” and have your agreement with 
Bunnell in writing.  Love, Darrell.” 

-7th – 
Labor Day – Holiday – but I am busy preparing my 
Answer for Defendants in Bond v Dyrdahl & 
Nelson, No. 3902A, in District Court – equity case 
over Bergman Hotel property – covering contest 
relating to overlap between lots four (4) and five (5) 
in Block fifteen, (15) Juneau townsite. 

-8th - 
Territorial Election Day.  I voted the 

Diary 45, 1936 
September 8 

8 
straight Republican ticket, for Gore, Delegate, 
McCain, Atty Genl. Cole, Auditor, etc. all 



Republicans though I do not anticipate they will be 
elected!  The Democrats have allotted great sums 
of Govt. funds for bridges, schoolhouses, roads, 
etc. for every part of Alaska on a wide expenditure 
to induce the voters to cast their ballots for the 
Democratic ticket 
Recd. telegram from Darrell saying he has 
information that Mrs. Dolores Vrooman, & her son 
Daniel are enroute to San Francisco on board the 
Italian steamer “Rialto” from Marseilles, France – 
he will send them on to Vancouver, B.C. where 
Grace will meet them – about the end of this 
month. 

Diary 45, 1936 
September 9-11 

-9th – 
In office same as yesterday. 
Democrats won the Territorial Election only 2 
Republican members of the Legislature saved in 
the wreck! 

-10th – 
Finished Answer in Bond v Dyrdahl.  Elsie Blythe, 
stenographer aided me.  Also Reply in case of 
Femmer vs The City of Juneau, et. al.  Reservation 
of SS. tickets for “Yukon” to Seattle made by Grace 
for Monday’s voyage. 

-11th - 
Served copy Answer in Bond v Dyrdahl and Nelson 
on Faulkner & Banfield, also Reply in Femmer v 
City of Juneau – both cases now at issue & ready 
for trial – when I return from Seattle. 

Diary 45, 1936 
September 12-
13 

12th – 
Agreements today with Ohlers, Berg & Morgan, 
about repairs on my house – between Church & 
Bishop Apts. $130000 indebtedness with 5 years to 
pay $27.- per month. 

-13th – 
Sunday – In the office getting matters ready to go 
to Seattle on the “SS Yukon” if we can get tickets & 
a stateroom. 
We, Grace & I signed contracts for repairs on 
Bishop Apartments & my house, between Bishop & 
Church, & contractors will go to work at once. 
Received a fine letter from Darrel about the 
“History of Alaska” controversy he and Grace are 
worrying about – also a check for $10000 in aid of 

my trip to Seattle. 

Diary 45, 1936 
September 14-
17 

-14th – 
Grace & I left Juneau at 4 p.m. for Seattle on the 
SS. Yukon.  Noisy & very uncomfortable on the 
boat – Noise of radios – singing, drunks, etc. 

-15th – 
Reached Ketchikan tonight.  On Board Messrs. 
R.H. Sargent, & Gerald Fitzgerald, both U.S. 
Geological experts enroute back to Washington 
after a summers work in Alaska, with a large 
number of Alaskans 

-17th - 
Came into Seattle at noon – Frye Hotel, tired & 
worn out with the blatant noises of machinery, 
radios of all grades of noise singing, dancing, 
drunken men etc. 
Good visit with Mrs. Governor Annie Hall Strong. 

Diary 45, 1936 
September 17-
18 

-17th – 
Called on Edwd. W. Allen, with Sargent & 
Fitzgerald – talked maps!  Met Mrs. A.W. Lipkeg, 
from Seldovia.  She talked to us about securing the 
attention of Wilson Randolph Hearst, N.Y. Editor, 
to my Bibliography & Historical data! 

-18th - 
Grace & I went to Tacoma.  I attended Masonic 
Lodge luncheon at the Scottish Rite Temple – met 
group of 50 year old members – Walter J. 
Thompson, Henry Drum, A.E. Nanbert, Self, 
another – whose name I do not remember, never 
saw him before.  Wm McIntire, not present.  We 
were met at the Masonic Temple, at full meeting of 
all Masons in Tacoma, presided over by Grand 
Lodge officers – 

Diary 45, 1936 
September 18-
19 

18 
where we were told at great length what fine men 
we were, and given “50 year” Masonic pins, with 
much ceremony and applause.  I was agreeably 
surprised, also, when my nephew Harold W. 
Hanson, from Enumclaw appeared at the meeting.  
I enjoyed the meeting, the presentation. 
Grace and I went back to Seattle on the midnight 
bus line. 
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-19th - 
Met attorneys for the Alliance Ins. Co. at the office 
of the Ins. Co. of North America and conferred at 
length over the facts in re Iman & New England 
Fish Co. salvage case against the “Caleb Haley” 
fishing vessel.  This afternoon 

Diary 45, 1936 
September 19 

19 
Mr. H.R. Sargent, Geological Survey map maker 
had dinner with Mr. & Mrs. Edw. W. Allen, at home, 
and examined Allen’s fine collection of maps of 
Alaska.  Sargent was greatly impressed!! 
Grace out to visit her sisters, Mrs. Ida Faucher, and 
Mrs. Belle Coffin (Ruth’s mother) at Kent. 

Received telegram from James M. McDonald, 
Vancouver, B.C. to withdraw offer of compromise 
to pay $500.00 authorized some days ago, in 
settlement of Isaac’s v Bralaska Min. Co.  Sent 
telegram tonight to L.V. Ray, Isaac’s attorney, 
Seward, withdrawing offer.  I do not understand 
reason for his (McDonalds) action – but acted as 
directed. 
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-20th – 
Sunday – rested & read. 

-21st - 
Went to Dr. Bentleys – for my eyes.  He thinks my 
right eye is practically useless as the left one is o.k. 
but the right one is useless since Dr. Wilmer 
removed the pupil years ago.  Says if the left 
becomes covered with a cataract as the right one 
was, a proper lense over the right will give me 
good service. 
Attended meeting of the Alaska Committee of the 
Seattle Chamber of Commerce & heard Murchison, 
Indian mayor of Metlakatla urge support for harbor 
appointment there.  In short talk I supported him. 
Bought some Alaska books at Shorey’s Bookstore. 
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-22nd - 
Grace & I went to see Dr. Bentley – got 
prescription for glasses for my eye – then went 
over to Tacoma, lunch at Winthrop hotel – out to 
Mrs. Wm Hoppings, poor Will died 2 years ago – 
she said there were four boxes of books belonging 
to me in her garret – “La Perouse’s Charts,” etc.” 
original was on top of first box & Grace brought it 

away.  We went to the State Hist. Soc. Rooms kept 
by my old friend Bonney & Grace & Mrs. Lewis, 
curator made a full list of Indian baskets, artifacts, 
etc. there belonging to me – placed there 40 years 
ago.  I am much pleased to get this list for I may 
wish to see the collection.  Grace has about 
concluded to go to San Francisco to meet Dolores 
& Daniel! 

Diary 45, 1936 
September 23-
26 

-23rd – 
Dr. Bentley’s  - glasses from Riggs Optical Co.  
Over to Tacoma.  Saw Winden about ranch & my 
old home on C. St. 

-24th – 
Spent an hour with Ins. Co. of N.A. on conference 
with Admiralty suit – Bucey, atty present.  Dinner 
with Mrs. Strong at the Greek restaurant. 

-25th – 
Trip to Buckley – saw Harry, appears better than 
formerly.  Visited with Minnie and family – Maude 
and Nellie.  Dinner with Harold W. Hanson, my 
nephew & Dorothy his wife & baby boy. 

-26th - 
Grace left Seattle this morning early on trip to San 
Francisco – to meet Dolores & Daniel as they 
reach there from Spain 
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through Marseilles, France aboard the SS “Rialto.”  
We have had much correspondence with Darrell 
about her arrival in S.F. and difficulties about entry 
as a Spanish citizen – money, etc. and finally we 
concluded it best for Grace to go with money, 
official papers relating to Dolores estate, accounts 
etc.  She left here early on Bus Line – will take her 
all day – tonight & tomorrow at 2 oclock. p.m. she 
will reach S.F.  

-27th - 
Sunday – remained at hotel most all day so as to 
receive telegram or other information, if any should 
come from either Grace or Darrell about time of 
arrival & point of landing of “Rialto” 
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-28th - 
Grace reached S.F. yesterday, according to time 
tables – but has not telegraphed at noon today – 
joust pris[?] in Oregon! 



Mail from Juneau.  Letter forwarded from L.V. Ray, 
atty, Seward – declines to accept offer compromise 
in Isaacs vs Bralaska Min Co. – Vancouver. 
Conference with Mr. Buery, lawyer here for 
Alliance Ins. Co. in re case of Iman v. N. Eng. Fish 
Co. Ketchikan, salvage “Caleb Haley;” also with 
C.L. Harrison in case Isaacs v Bralaska Min. Co. 
Anchorage.  Lunch with Clyde Morris, at the Arctic 
Club.  No news from Grace – she reached S.F. 
yesterday at 2 oclock p.m. – expect telegram 
tomorrow morning. 
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-29th – 
Went over to Tacoma today – to the Tacoma 
Cemetery – visited the graves of my family – my 
father, mother, wife, sons, and my sisters, Nan, 
Clyde & Jennie.  It was a sad day, and I felt old & 
unhappy, a spot is left for me to fill. 
Called on Winden, met Harshberger whom I had 
not seen for some years – he too, looks old and 
failing.  When I returned to Seattle I was cheered 
on the receipt of a letter from Grace who had 
reached S.F. on Sunday at 3 p.m. in safety. 

-30th - 
Reunion at the Frye Hotel – sent Graces last letter 
to her sister Ida by mail. 
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Not hearing from Grace I sent a telegram this 
morning to Darrell asking if steamer “Rialto” had 
reached S.F. and when Grace would start north:  
Received reply saying  

“Grace and relatives arrive Seattle tonight nine  
twenty Cascade train.” 

Grace , Dolores & Daniel came on the 920 train.  I 
met them & we are now in our rooms after a drink 
of milk – Dolores is small but bright & good looking.  
She and the boy are worn out from traveling.  
Grace is tired, too.  Darrell met the boat with Grace 
& quickly got them through the immigrations office. 
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[clipping] 

Famous Sourdough Judge, 79, 
Says Good-Bye to Politics 

At 79 years of age, the honorable Judge James 
Wickersham of Alaska has finished with politics. 

But he’s not through with life, not by any means, 
the judge said today as he marked time in his room 
at the Frye Hotel, waiting for Mrs. Wickersham to 
rejoin him within the next few days. 

But Judge Wickersham, who once was probate 
judge in Pierce County in territorial days; who once 
was Tacoma city attorney: one time district judge in 
Alaska, and Alaskan delegate to Congress for 
fourteen years, says he no longer can keep up the 
pace set by younger politicians. 

Sprightly, Mind and Body 
His appearance and demeanor belie his words.  

It was only September 24 that he celebrated his 
seventy-ninth birthday anniversary, but he looks 
the same as he has on many previous visits to 
Seattle – sprightly, alert and interested in the world, 
with Alaska first in mind. 

The judge’s visit to Seattle this time is for 
personal business only.  He had not been here 
since 1934. 

Mrs. Wickersham is in San Francisco to meet her 
sister-in-law, Mrs. Henry Vrooman, a refugee from 
war-stricken Spain. 

“I’ve reached the conclusion that I’m old, or at 
least, at 79, I ought to be,” the judge said, “so I’ve 
retired from politics to enter private practice of law.  
Mrs. Wickersham will rejoin me in two or three 
days, and I think we’ll return to Alaska.  We believe 
we’ll make it our ‘permanent’ home.” 

Judge Wickersham has lived in Alaska since 
1900.  His wife is the former Mrs. Grace Bishop, 
widow of the United States marshal at Juneau. 

Mrs. Vrooman, Judge Wickersham explained, is 
a native Spaniard who married Mrs. Wickersham’s 
brother, Henry Vrooman, in Barcelona about eight 
years ago.  Mr. Vrooman, a member of the pioneer 
Vrooman family of this vicinity, died last year, 
leaving his widow, Dolores, and a 6-year-old son. 

Mrs. Vrooman and the child will make their home 
here after settling the estate.  They escaped from 
Spain to Marseilles, France and then went to 
California. 

Judge Wickersham, who in 1928 published “A 
Bibliography of Alaskan Literature,” still is writing.  
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His present work, unfinished, is a complete history 
of Alaska, dating back to the reign of Peter the 
Great of Russia. 

The judge believes there is a great future for 
Alaska, which, he thinks, is starting to develop 
rapidly only now.  He thinks aviation has done 
wonders to increase Alaska’s usefulness, both in 
the mining and fishing industries, Alaska’s two 
great mainstays.  American youth should look 
toward the North, the judge believes. 

As he explained: 
“I took the judgeship in Alaska in 1900 for a two-

year probation period, and well, I’m still there.” 
Diary 45, 1936 
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-Oct. 2- 
Daniel, Grace’s nephew, fell on the SS. Rialto, first 
day out from the Mediterranean, and broke his arm 
– wrist:  It was bound up by the ships surgeon, and 
he was in that condition when he & his mother 
arrived here in Seattle last night.  They took him to 
the surgeon this morning, who advised taking him 
to the Providence Hospital this evening for careful 
inspection and possible operation in the morning.  
The surgeon says the operations on board the ship 
was badly performed and that his wrist must be 
straightened or it will grow worse and probably 
leave him with a crooked arm for life.  We took him 
to the hospital tonight and 
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left him and his mother for the night.  Was invited 
to attend a press Club function on Thursday & 
accepted.  Attended a meeting of the Yukon Order 
of Pioneers 1923-1/2 First Ave. tonight.  Made a 
talk about McQuesten, Mayo, Harper & Hart & 
party & their trip from the Cariboo mines in 1972-
1873, to Fort Yukon & the orderly growth of the fur 
trade, merchandising, and Mining which grew up 
on the Yukon after 1873.  There was a big crowd & 
much interest.  Darrell will be in Seattle next 
Tuesday & Wednesday – “Ivy Crouch” – called – 
and will bring Uncle Jont over on Tuesday to see 
us – he is 94 years old – President Hoover’s 
friend.” 
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Grace went to Providence Hospital – the doctor 
performed operation on Daniel’s broken wrist – 
reset it successfully.  Dolores must be worn out, 
but will bring him back to the hotel tomorrow 
Mr. Faucher & Ida, Grace’s sister, came from Kent 
& spent the afternoon.  we will go to Kent to visit 
them Wednesday.  Darrell will visit us tomorrow – 
Sunday night & remain two days.  Called on 
McQuesten – city department & got a better line on 
“Jack” McQuesten, the uncle of the Seattle 
McQuesten (?)  He gave me copy of a letter written 
by “Jack” about his experiences in coming west – 
and trip via Cariboo to the Yukon 
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-4th – 
Sunday.  Dolores brought Daniel to the Hotel 
today.  He is getting along fine – arm – wrist break 
reset. 
Darrell came tonight on the 920 train.  He looks fine 
– in excellent health. 

5th - 
Visited with Darrell!  Called on Bucey attorney for 
Darrells Co. in the Caleb Haley case – also general 
offices.  Spent hours in the City Library searching 
for Alaska Times data in 1870, also visit from C.L. 
Andrews on same subject.  Having good visit with 
Darrell who will go home tomorrow afternoon.  I am 
greatly pleased that he came to see me – first time 
in two years. 
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-6th - 
Went out to the University of Washington with 
Darrell – met C.L. Andrews and Librarian Smith & 
studied the newspaper connection between the 
Alaska Times 1869-1871 and the Seattle Post 
Intelligencer for use in my address before the 
Seattle Press Club.  Pete Stance of Gig Harbor, 
son in law of Sam Jeresich, and his Indian wife, 
whom knew at Gig Harbor in 1886-1888, etc.  
Jonathan (Jont) Crouch, married to Margaret Bell, 
Debbie’s sister before Debbie & I were married at 
Rochester (Springfield, Illinois) in 1880.  Jont is 
now 94 years old.  Clear in mind and eyes, lives in 
Olympia.  President Hoover was office boy for Jont 
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and his partner, in real estate, in Salem, Oregon, 
many years ago, when Hoover was a boy!  When 
Jont was very sick, during Hoovers term as 
President, he received a telegram from the 
President urging him to be strong and recover – 
which he did! and loves Hoover accordingly!  I was 
the guest of honor at the Seattle Pres Club tonight 
& made a short but effective talk in recounting the 
story of the joinder of the Alaska Times with the 
Post and Intelligencer, in 1871, and the rise of the 
P.I. on the basis of the Alaska times press and 
type.  The Press Club stood & cheered at the 
conclusion of my talk.  Darrell went home to S.F. 
this evening. 
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-7th – 
Left Seattle at 820 a.m on N.P. train arrived at 
Portland, Or at 220 p.m. spent an hour and a half in 
Col. Crossleys office; left Portland at 420 on N.P. 
train, arrived at Seattle at 920 p.m. 13 hours, 
expense train fare $200 each way, total $400.  Grace 
met me at the train on return. 
Consulted with Col. Crossley, attorney formerly 
U.S. Attorney at Fairbanks, about Jim Yorks 
scheme of securing options on two mining claims 
in Berners Bay district and the “Ellen” Millsite, 
there. 

-8th - 
The Seattle Times published the following picture 
and articles about Dolores Vrooman and Daniel her 
son today. 
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[clipping] 
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[clipping continued] 

Although headlines tell of disaster and strife in 
civil war-torn Spain, cause her to shudder, Mrs. 
Dolores Vrooman, a Spanish refugee, was happy 
today in the feeling of security that she is safe in 
Seattle. 

Mrs. Vrooman, widow of Henry Vrooman, 
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American electrical engineer at Barcelona, was 
unpacking in her room at the Frye Hotel.  Her 6-
year-old son, Daniel Enrique Vrooman, cannot 
speak English, but he put on an Indian feathered 
headgear and waved an American flag. 

“It is so good to be here, too good,” Mrs. 
Vrooman, a Spaniard, said, smiling.  “It is, too, so 
peaceful, and I have had such a terrible year.” 

Husband Died in November 
Mrs. Vrooman’s husband was a brother of Mrs. 

James Wickersham, whose husband formerly was 
delegate to Congress from Alaska.  Mr. Vrooman 
died last November 24 in Barcelona.  Scarcely tow 
months later, Mrs. Vrooman’s father died.  And in 
April her mother passed away. 

The civil outbreak had just commenced in 
Barcelona when Mrs. Vrooman fled to Marseilles, 
France, only 193 miles away, August 14. 

Mrs. Vrooman speaks but little English.  Her 
eyes tell more eloquently than words, however, of 
the tragedy which forced her to leave her native 
land “for always.” 

“We could see rebels in town from our home.  
They signaled to other rebel troops on the outskirts 
of Barcelona from our terraces,” she said in 
faltering English.  “It is hard for me to say it, but, of 
course, we were frightened.  Militiamen discovered 
the signals and there was shooting in Barcelona’s 
beautiful streets.” 

Tears came to Mrs. Vrooman’s eyes as she told 
how she was forced to flee hurriedly, leaving 
behind trunks of precious personal belongings.  
She has only one trunk and the clothes she wore.  
August 26 she sailed from Marseille on the Italian 
steamer Rialto for San Francisco.  Daniel fell while 
aboard the vessel and broke his right arm. It was 
improperly set and had to be reset in San 
Francisco [Seattle] – more trouble for the little 
Spanish mother. 

Will Visit in Alaska 
In San Francisco Mrs. Vrooman and her son 

were met by Mrs. Wickersham.  They will 
accompany Judge and Mrs. Wickersham to Juneau 
for the winter, returning to Seattle in the spring “to 

live here always.” 
Mr. Vrooman’s estate included a ranch near 

Kent, but Mrs. Vrooman will not live there. 
“It is too alone and I want to be near many 

people,” she said. 
Even before the rioting Mrs. Vrooman had 

planned to leave Spain, but her passage was 
booked on the Italian steamer Feltra, which was 
not allowed to berth at Barcelona.  Nevertheless, 
her previous plans expedited her speedy escape, 
since her passport was in order when the trouble 
broke out. 

Mrs. Vrooman and the Wickersham s leave for 
Alaska within a week.  On her return Mrs. Vrooman 
will make plans for her son’s American education in 
Seattle. 
 
We were told today that the Alaska S.S. Co. had 
canceled its sailings & we then purchased our 
tickets on the Canadian SS. line to sail Saturday 
the 10th.  We then went out to Kent to visit Graces 
sisters where we returned to the Frye Hotel we 
found a card and some Spanish 
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literature of a lurid color saying the caller one John 
Romagoy would call to see her again at 11 oclock 
tomorrow.  This call and the red colored Spanish 
papers scared Dolores & all of United States for 
Communist influences are strong here in Seattle 
since the Longshoremans strike & one has to be 
careful who threatens – but we will wait till he 
comes back tomorrow.  His card however gives his 
telephone number & residence address, which 
helps some. 

-9th – 
Romagoy, Spaniard called – I met him and talked 
awhile, he turned out to be a good man – Mason – 
American principles etc. and I sent for Dolores and 
they visited 

Diary 45, 1936 
October 9 

9 
THE ALASKA WEEKLY,  

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 9, 1936 
WICKERSHAM IS 
HONORED HERE 



AT PRESS CLUB 
MANY OLD TIME ALAS- 
KANS ATTEND DINNER 

FOR NORTHERNER 
BEGINNING OF P.-I. TOLD 
Judge Claypool, Blake Mills, 

William Gilmore, Capt. A. 
J. Goddard, Col. W.T. Per- 
kins Among Dinner Guests 

Judge James W.[?] Wickersham was the guest 
of honor at a dinner Tuesday evening given by the 
Washington State Press Club, which was attended 
not only by the newspaper fraternity but by many of 
his old Alaskan friends, among whom were Judge 
Charles Claypool, William Gilmore, E.F. Medley, 
Col. W.T. Perkins, Eric Lucas, Blake Mills, Capt. 
A.J. Goddard and Frederick J. Wettrick.  E.W. 
Knight presided as toastmaster and Judge 
Claypool introduced the distinguished guest. 

In spite of his arduous labors over a long period 
of time as a jurist in the Territory and his many 
years in Washington as Alaska’s delegate to 
congress, Judge Wickersham has found time to 
follow his bent as an historian and is a recognized 
authority on all things Alaskan, including the 
bibliography of works and papers on Alaska. 
“About the time the American flag was hoisted in 
Sitka,” said the Judge, “a young Irishman by the 
name of Tom Murphy started a newspaper.  It was 
written in longhand but it was none the less a good 
paper and copies, although rare, are still in 
existence.  A little later he amassed sufficient funds 
to get some type and a small press and blossomed 
out with printed copies of the “Territorial Dispatch.”  
Adversity overtook him, however, and he finally 
boxed up his press and his type and started for 
Seattle, where he got out two issues of his paper 
before the sheriff again caught up with him.  By 
that time he had attracted the attention of certain 
Seattle men who joined forces with him  and the 
paper was born which, after various vicissitudes, 
became the Post-Intelligencer.” 

Judge Wickersham spoke at some length 
concerning the tremendous service which had 

been rendered the community and Alaska through 
the years by the Post-Intelligencer and deplored 
the local conditions which brought about its 
suspension. 

He also gave his listeners a graphic picture of 
the value to Seattle of the Alaska trade and urged 
a broader understanding of the possibilities of the 
Territory and a continuation of the newspaper 
support which had proven so helpful in the past. 

Albert Wilson, a Seattle boy who has spent the 
past seven years in Europe for the Associated 
Press and who has just returned from covering the 
recent Ethiopian fracas, was also a guest of the 
club and gave a very interesting talk on his 
experiences in that strife-ridden country as well as 
his opinions on the present European situation. 
 
I went over to Tacoma and secured $15000 from 
Winden, act. rents.  We had dinner with Mr. Harry 
Athens at his restaurant. 
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this evening – Mrs. Strong, Grace, Dolores, Daniel 
& I. – a good Greek chef dinner. 

-10th – 
We left Seattle this morning on a Canadian 
steamship via Victoria to Vancouver, where we 
changed boats at 9 p.m. for Alaska. 

-11th – 
Crossed Queen Charlotte’s sound – and came into 
Prince Rupert – thence to Ketchikan – reached 
Wrangell at 2 am.  Met a Mr. Beats and some other 
good Alaskans.  Left papers with McCain at 
Ketchikan. 

-12th - 
We reached Juneau at 930 this morning – Dolores 
and Daniel glad as we were to reach one good 
home on top of Chicken Ridge.  The evening 
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papers gave quite a story about Dolores & the boy 
as refugees from Spain! 

-13th - 
At work in the office in an attempt to get my cases 
ready for trial when Judge Alexander returns from 
his special term at Ketchikan beginning on the 19th.  
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Arnold from Ketchikan called – has been in close 
conference with Faulkner in organizing their fight to 
prevent Al. White & his supporters to control the 
Republican nominees of Territorial officials in the 
event that Landon is elected President on Nov. 3rd!  
He gave me a careful examination about my 
connection & acquaintance with Senator Copper 
etc. to see if I had any 
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possible influence with Landons friends in case the 
latter is elected.  I got but little information, for I 
could not find out whom he & Faulkner were 
intending to support in that event.  I do not have 
much confidence in Arnold – who is a cunning 
cuss!  Banfield, President of Juneau Chamber of 
Commerce came and invited me to say a few 
words to the Chambers meeting tomorrow – I 
promised to do so. 

-14th - 
Jim York called.  I gave him Trites letter coming to 
me through Faulkner saying he was not indebted to 
York either equitably or legally for what assistance 
York gave him (Trites) in 
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the purchase of the Berner’s Bay mining claims: 
told me that he had gone to Stabler in relation to 
the matter, that Stabler had strongly advised him to 
sue Trites and the Company acting with him in the 
purchase for his services in that sale.  I gave York 
Trite’s letter and Faulkner’s letter about the matter 
& I gave both to York and told him I would not take 
part in the case. 

-Thursday 15 - 
I attended the luncheon of the Chamber of 
Commerce & repeated much of my address 
delivered before the Seattle Press Club a week 
ago.  Phillips, Supt. of Juneau Schools asked me 
to repeat the story of the Alaska Times & Seattle 
P.I. story at Alaska day before the Juneau High 
School on the  
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celebration of Alaska Day, which occurs on Sunday 
– celebration on Monday. 
Dolores & Daniel are attracting much attention and 

talk.  They are resting quietly at our home.  The 
Catholic priest called yesterday evening – Dolores 
told him she had been a member of his church in 
Spain, but that her husband told her, before his 
death not to join here in America!! 
I gave Henry Roden the papers in the case of 
Femmer v City of Juneau, & he promised to go to 
work immediately in preparation for trial as soon as 
Judge Alexander returns from Ketchikan.  I am 
anxious to get the case tried for appeal if we have 
to appeal it. 
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-16- 
Working in the office – as usual.  Catching up with 
correspondence. Writing instructions to Thompson, 
atty, Anchorage about disposal of Isaacs & Nance 
cases, etc. 

-17th - 
Sent Hon. Rufus Wood, Wenatchee World 
newspaper, copy Bibliography as I promised when 
we had dinner together in Seattle.  He had just 
returned from a long trip in Alaska with the U.S. 
Com. of Fisheries party – filled with enthusiasm 
about the country. 
Attended Bar Assoc: luncheon. 
Newspapers here report action carried on by U.S. 
Dist. Atty. Grigsby defending against Billy Paul, 
Disbarment proceedings. 
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-18th – (Sunday). 
October 18, 1867 – the fine, sunny day at Sitka, 
when the Russian officials lowered the Czaristic 
flag, and General Lovell H. Rousseau’s son 
George L. raised the flag of the United States in its 
place, and Alaska became United States territory! 
– 69 years ago. 
Received yesterday two boxes of old books, law 
and History, which I left in Tacoma, when I left my 
home there on July 1, 1900, to come to Alaska to 
assume my judicial duties as U.S. District – 
Territorial Judge at Eagle City, 100 miles below 
Dawson.  Will open them on Monday, after 
delivering my Alaska Day speech at the High 
School. 
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-19th – 
Made a 15 minute address to the scholars of the 
Juneau High School – much devoted to the subject 
of American form of government – in connection 
with the establishment of that form in Alaska. 
Unpacking two boxes of my old library left in 
Tacoma when I left for Alaska in 1900. 

-20th - 
Received a telegram from Mr. H.T. Reid, editor of 
West Pub. Co. St. Paul, Minn. asking “Please 
examine Alaska Judicial Directory volume seven 
Alaska Reports  stop  kindly indicate necessary 
changes and forward copy soon for volume eight” 

H.T. Reid 
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Took matter to Clerk of Court who will prepare the 
desired list for me at once. 
In unpacking two boxes of books received from 
Tacoma, found several volumes of Alaskan history.  
– La Perouse, & others.  Grace, Dolores & Ruth 
attended tea at Governors house yesterday – 
enjoyed a pleasant occasion – Dolores met many 
ladies & was immensely pleased. 

-21st – 
Elsie Jensen-Blythe, stenographer typist copying 
chapter on “Mining in British Columbia” – 2 copies. 

-22nd - 
Finished typing above chapter today, but I will 
reread and correct it at my leisure – wish I could 
get Victoria mining man to read and correct it! 
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-23rd – 
In the office at work as usual – also examining 77 
Vols. English Common Law Repts which I wish to 
dispose of – if possible. 

24th  
Same as usual in office: examining & making 
English Com. L. Repts.; Bar. Assoc. 

-25th – 
Sunday – at home in library.  Organizing data for 
writing the outline history of the beginning of gold 
mining in Alaska. 

-26th – 
Same as yesterday – in the office.   
Daniel Vrooman went to school today. – First day. 

-27th - 
Called at the Governor’s office and had a long 
conversation with Harvey Watson, the 

Diary 45, 1936 
October 27 

27 
Governors secretary and Mr. C.M. Hirst, Director in 
charge of Education in the Bureau of Indian Affairs, 
about the Lincoln Totem pole, standing at the old 
Tongass Indian village site on Tongass island, near 
Cape Fox, below Ketchikan.  Both are very much 
interested in that object, and will now take every 
reasonable effort to purchase it from the Starr 
family of Ketchikan – whose ancestors carved[?] 
the pole about 1870-71, in honor of Abraham 
Lincoln who freed the S.E. Alaska Indian slaves!! 
Hoist will go down to Ketchikan in a week or so and 
will talk to the Starr’s about it!  The idea is to bring 
the old pole to Wrangell, and have it rehabilitated 
there by the Indian carvers and then brought to 
Juneau and set up at the SE. corner of the Federal 
Building 

Diary 45, 1936 
October 28-29 

-28th – 
Talked to Parks in U.S. Land Survey office about 
Jack Sargents Hd. near Juneau – at south end of 
Douglas Bridge and wrote fully to Jack, who is in 
Seattle about the matter. 

-29th - 
The longshoremen’s Strike is about to be put on – 
the boats – steamers from Seattle etc. will tie up – 
and we will be shut off for supplies, freight & 
passenger service – for how long only the strikers 
and companys know.  In the office as usual – with 
but little work to do.  Am now rewriting chapter on 
“Gold Mining in British Columbia” 
National Election to be held on next Tuesday  
Roosevelt against Landon – I am for Landon – but 
he may not be elected! 

Diary 45, 1936 
October 30-31 

-30th – 
Maritime Strike declared last night – the struggle is 
on! 

-31st - 
Saturday – Bar Assoc. Lunch.  At work in the office 
as usual.  Daniel H. Vrooman, Grace’s nephew is a 
character – he has learned more in the English 
language than some foreigners do in a lifetime! – 
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but he is a sassy cuss.  He is going to school just 
like an American boy of his age – and learns much 
quicker than the average.  If he can be kept off the 
rocks, and will continue to study & learn as he has 
done for a month he will be a well educated & 
valuable citizen – as his dead father hoped he 
would! 

Diary 45, 1936 
November 1-3 

-Nov 1, 1916- 
Sunday – at home all day in the library. 

-Nov. 2- 
The radio is ringing all the time with campaign 
speeches – Roosevelt, Landon & their supporters – 
for the election tomorrow. 
The Longshoremen in strike is on and they will not 
unload the  

Nov 3rd 1936. 
National Election today. 

Also Cyril Zuboff called & asked me to & I did – 
write a letter to David Morgan, Pres. Central Com. 
Indian Land suit, in re contract as attorney to 
represent the Tlingit-Haida people in the Land suit.  
Zuboff will deliver the letter to Morgan, who is 

Diary 45, 1936 
November 3-4 

3 
on his way to attend the meeting of the Indians 
interested in said suit at Metlakatla this week.  I 
also sent a copy of my printed Acceptance of the 
case, Feb 26, 1936, which I sent there by mail to 
the Committees.  I have said the printed 
Acceptance was not a contract & asked them to 
have the Committee meet me in Juneau and agree 
on the terms of the contract etc. 

-4th - 
Roosevelt re-elected President by a Landslide 
majority.  Well, he scrambled the national eggs – 
let him unscramble them!! 
Paying bills – borrowed $250, from Beherends 
Bank. 

Diary 45, 1936 
November 4-5 

4 
I have sold my “Daly Bench” mine at Ester Creek, 
Fairbanks to the Fairbanks Exploration Co. for 
$250000 and will not get my money for a month, so 
I borrowed the $250, to use paying bills in advance 
of my recovering the price of the Daly Bench 
payment. 

-5th - 
I advised the manager of the Beherends store last 
night that I was of the opinion that the merchants 
could secure delivery of their goods, etc. off the 
“Northland,” where it is restrained by the 
Longshoremen on a “Strike,” – by a civil suit in 
Claim & Delivery or Replevin.  McNaughton, 
however, objected & nothing has been done. 

Diary 45, 1936 
November 5 

5 
Beale, mgr. of the Juneau Theaters, called me on 
the Telephone & I told him that my judgment was 
that he could recover the possession of his film 
rolls shipped form Wrangell to Juneau for him & 
advised him to employ Banfield – Faulkners 
partner, in the absence of Bert, from Juneau, to 
bring the suit.  At noon Banfield called me over to 
his office & I assisted him on outlining the papers, 
and he agrees to bring the suit for Beales 
Company.  The “Northland” is still at the dock this 
afternoon.  I will be interested in the result of the 
application to Judge Alexander! and in the action of 
Mahoney, U.S. Marshall if the writ is placed in his 
hands for enforcement. 

Diary 45, 1936 
November 5 

5 
The grocery stores are about out of butter & have 
only meat enough for three or four days is in the 
butcher shops! 
I am urging Grace to lay in a supply of provisions – 
as much as she can buy! 
Zuboff and David Morgan, Pres. & Sec. of the 
Indian Native Brotherhood were in and I urged both 
of them to act in the Indian Land Suit, by 
persuading their Committee to employ lawyers to 
come to Juneau soon and talk about the same.  I 
am inclined to think that the Paul influence is trying 
to prevent them from employing me – and Morgan 
seems inclined to be acting that way! 

Diary 45, 1936 
November 6 

-6th - 
Am thinking over the objections made by David 
Morgan the chairman of the Indian Committee on 
the employment of attorneys for the Indians to 
have charge of the Tlingit and Haida Indian Land 
suit to be brought under the Act of Congress of 
June 19, 1935.  I determined this morning to send 



Morgan a telegram today explaining my self in 
answer to his objections.  I prepared the following 
telegram: 

Juneau, Alaska Nov. 6, 1936 
David Morgan, Chairman Metlakatla Indian 

meeting.  Ketchikan, Alaska.  Suggestion that 
maximum limit on attorneys fees of fifteen 
thousand dollars be placed on each cent of 
percentage authorized  

Diary 45, 1936 
November 6 

6 
by section nine Tlingit Haida act  stop  that 
committee on attorneys contract come to Juneau 
time fixed by general meeting authorized by 
resolution to agree on contract before officials 
Indian bureau.  James Wickersham” 
I then telephoned to the office of U.S. Indian 
Affairs, and Mr. C.M. Hirst Chief of Education 
answered, asked if I could call & he said yes – so I 
did.  As soon as my voice was heard Mr. William L. 
Paul, who was engaged in the next room came in 
and heard the whole conversation.  Briefly I told 
Mr. Hirst who has charge in the local office about 
the conversation of yesterday with David Morgan & 
Zuboff – that there seemed much doubt about what 
I was to have as attorney in this 

Diary 45, 1936 
November 6 

6 
suit, and that I had written the above message to 
Morgan to clear the matter up.  Paul at once 
referred to the last six lines in my statement of the 
facts of February 25th 1936 (printed) and urged that 
those words gave me a priority over other 
attorneys who might be employed (probably 
someone chosen by Paul in Washington, D.C.) – 
that if the Court gave the Attorneys only five (5) per 
cent on the final amount judgment, that I would get 
it all, and the remaining attorneys nothing.  That 
was the same argument made to me yesterday by 
David Morgan, & he had probably got it from Mr. 
Paul!  I explained that I had no such intention that 
my intention (and the language use and criticised 
by Mr. Paul could bear no 

Diary 45, 1936 
November 6 

6 
construction, that I agreed that the fee found due 
by the Court of Claims should be divided equally – 

five per cent for my services – five per cent for the 
other attorney or attorneys.  Mr. Hirst saw that we 
agreed – Paul & I – on what we wished done, and 
said he and Paul were going down to Metlakatla on 
the Indian Affairs boat in time to attend the meeting 
at Metlakatla and he (Hirst) would look after the 
whole matter in accordance with the views we 
expressed unitedly.  What Paul wants, though he is 
careful not to say it, is an agreement with the 
Indians, in which he will be associated with me (1) 
in the control of the suit, (2) with a lump sum of a 
fee to us unitedly, so he 

Diary 45, 1936 
November 6-7 

6 
can get behind both in control and make me do all 
the work – and let him have a controlling chance to 
get the fees before I do!  I will make no such an 
agreement, my contract and services must be 
provided for in a separate and independent 
agreement (3) and my fee must be fixed 
independently of his or any other attorney (4) or I 
will not enter the case!! 

-7th - 
In the office as usual.  Luncheon at Juneau Bar 
Association.  Am to have Mr.        Hirst, U.S. 
Bureau of Education for Indians.  Dr.          Van 
Auken & their wives to dinner tonight.  Grace, Ruth 
and Dolores Vrooman.  Hope to show them my 
library etc. 

Diary 45, 1936 
November 7 

7 
Mr. & Mrs. Hirst & Mr. & Mrs. Doctor Van Aucken 
had dinner with us – also Dolores & Ruth – it was a 
very good dinner.  We adjourned to the library & 
spent a very pleasant evening.  Exhibited the 
books, photographs etc. valuable in the Indian – 
Tlingit & Haida Land suit – to the gentlemen – both 
employed in the Indian Affairs Bureau - & both 
interested in the suit.  Hirst accidentally saw the 
ancient certificate of Pension on my walls, to Terry 
McHaney for Revolutionary War services - & told 
me he and Judge Edgar McHaney, of Little Rock, 
Ark. were warm personal friends.  Judge McHaney 
was nearby relative (2nd Cousins) of my mother, 
Mary Jane McHaney – Wickershams 
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Diary 45, 1936 
November 8-9 

-8th – 
Went to Presbyterian Church with Ruth & Dolores.  
Latter was born in the Catholic faith, but Henry 
Vrooman, Graces brother and Dolores husband so 
prejudiced her against that church that she 
promised him that when she came to America she 
would attend the Protestant church & raise their 
son, Daniel in that or other non-Catholic faith! 
Remained at home all day. 

-9th - 
At work in the office.  Since the seamen struck & 
quit work a week ago no American vessels from 
Seattle in port – but the Canadian SS. carrying the 
mail – big mail last night.  Letter from Darrell  Mrs. 
Dolores Vrooman, for whose estate Grace has 
some responsibility 

Diary 45, 1936 
November 9 

9 
as executrix of Henry Vroomans Estate received 
drafts through the law office of Allen, Fronde & 
Hilen, Seattle, Wash. and Grace advised her to 
deposit part or all of the money in the First National 
Bank of Juneau on time deposit –(2% ?) or 
whatever the rate is, and some of it on checking 
account.  I have refused to have any responsibility 
in the matter of Henry Vroomans Estate, and 
suggested employment of the Allen firm (1) 
Because they are in Seattle – the Estate is located 
in King County, where Henry’s folks all reside & 
where he owned lands at the time of his death; and 
(2) because being a resident of Alaska it would be 
more expensive if I undertook to attend the 
business. 

Diary 45, 1936 
November 10-12 

-10th – 
Served notice, demanding Bill of Particulars in 
Femmer case! on Faulkner & Banfield. 

-11th – 
In the office as usual, also preparing some data on 
mining laws of Alaska. 

-12- 
Same as usual in the office.  I am much interested 
in Daniel Vrooman – 6 years old nephew of 
Grace’s brother Henry.   He is rapidly getting along 
in his classes in school though a month ago he 
could not speak, read or write a word in English.  

He is quick mentally, forceful in character and 
promises to be a bright an.  His “ount” as he says 
“aunt” is very fond of him - & spends much time 
teaching him 

Diary 45, 1936 
November 13-15 

-13th – 
Same as usual.  We are trying to sell our house on 
Franklin St. first in the rear of the Presbyterian 
Church – for $6,500.  Raining and threatening to 
snow – much to Danny’s delight. 

-14th – 
In the office as usual – nothing new.  Still gathering 
historical data on the northern trend of gold 
stampeders.  We Republicans are gradually 
regaining our recovery over the great victory won 
by the “New Dealers,” in the national election on 
Nov. 3rd.  It was a Landslide and we did not expect 
it so much that way. 

-15th - 
Sunday:  Attended Motion Pictures with Grace 
Sweet Rose Marie – beautiful! 

Diary 45, 1936 
November 16-17 

-16th – 
Airplane in from Fairbanks.  Bunnell aboard.  I 
called at his hotel and inquired about date of letter 
written by George E. Pilz – said he would write to 
University for the same.  Am writing notes or 
Mining law & history in Alaska - getting same 
typed! 

-17th - 
The longshoreman’s strike has stopped all 
American steamers from running along the Alaska 
coasts – we have only a weekly Canadian steamer 
from Vancouver via Ketchikan, Wrangell, 
Petersburg and Juneau to Skagway, carrying 
Canadian goods to these towns and for the 
Canadian Ry. to Dawson & other interior Canadian 
points. 
Dr. Bunnell called & we had a long and friendly 
conference in relation to the work being 
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November 17 

17 
done by Lavrischef, his Russian translator Mifs 
Reineke and Mr. Reid in examining a mass of 
Russian Church records in the Congressional 
Library & the official Russian records – about 80 
volumes of script – in the State Department.  I 



invited him to come to the house this evening to 
call on Grace, Dolores, Daniel & Ruth & he 
promised to call!  He still promises to recognize my 
assistance, provided, he can get the Territorial 
Legislature, this winter to make an appropriation on 
$3000, to match the Rockefeller Foundation $3000 
suggested by Dr. Stevens. – any way he was 
friendly - & so was I.  He called this evening & 
spent an hour saying nothing.  I have no 
confidence in his declaration that he will arrange a 
plan to give me assistance in writing a History of 
Alaska – But? 

Diary 45, 1936 
November 18 

-18th - 
Received notice that Mrs. Patterson had sent her 
deed to the U.S. Smelting etc. Co. at the First 
National Bank, conveying her one fourth interest in 
the Daly Bench placer, so I sent my deeds for my 
¾ interest today to the Bank – with instructions to 
deliver on payment of the price agreed on for mine 
- $2500.00 & send money to B.M. Beherends Bank 
here in Juneau.  Busy in the office. 
 
[clipping] 

OPPOSITION TO  
PAUL FEATURES 
A.N.B. SESSIONS 

Wheeler-Howard Act Not 
To Be Touched By 

Brotherhood 
William L. Paul is facing repudiation by the 

natives of Alaska as their leader. 
This, in brief, was the message brought back 

here from the Alaska Native Brotherhood and 
Sisterhood convention at Metlakatla after 36 
sleepless hours in close quarters were Claude M. 
Hirst, director of education for the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs; Oscar H. Lipps, Paul, George Penny and 
Dr. J. F. Van Ackeren, bureau officials, and 
Clarence Rhode, assistant executive officer for the 
Alaska Game Commission. 

It was reported that Paul’s attempt to get the 
A.N.B. to administer the Wheeler-Howard Act for 
the economic betterment of Alaska natives was 
overwhelmingly voted down at the convention. 

The proposal was made by suggested 
amendments to the constitutions of the 
brotherhood and sisterhood, submitted to the 
executive boards by Paul.  This was defeated. 

Continuing its efforts to re-affairs of Alaska 
natives, the  
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[clipping continued] 
brotherhood elected a new group of officers, many 
of whom are outspokenly opposed to Paul.  The 
latter was appointed administrator for the Wheeler-
Howard Act in Alaska by the federal government. 

The new officers are:  Frank G. Johnson, 
Ketchikan, president, Herbert Bradley, Wrangell, 
first vice president; Sylvester Samaken, Cordova, 
second vice president; Judson Brown, Klawock, 
secretary; Don Miller, Wrangell, treasurer; Norman 
Guthrie, Ketchikan, sergeant-at-arms. 

The executive committee was elected as follows:  
Peter Simpson, Sitka; Sam G Davis, Hydaburg; 
Frank D. Price, Sitka; Thomas Skeek, Kake; Frank 
Peratovich, Klawock; Andrew Wanamaker, 
Angoon. 

Among the many speakers at the four-day 
meeting was Director Hirst, who touched on the 
four phases of the Indian service, medical, 
educational, social and the Wheeler-Howard Act.  
Other officials also made addresses.  Warden 
Rhode gave a talk on wild life conditions and laws 
to protect game. He found the natives generally 
satisfied with the restrictions but full of questions 
on certain details. 
 
If the above story is a fair report on the action of 
the Indians at their Metlakatla meeting they are to 
be congratulated, for Wm L. Paul is a selfish and 
mean fellow – he is interested only in making 
money for himself out of their native troubles for his 
own personal benefit, and does not merit their 
confidence or trust!! 

Diary 45, 1936 
November 19-20 

-19th – 
Working in the office as usual.  D.B. Femmer, 
came in to consult about his financial affairs.  He 
owes Behrends Bank $7000.00 mortgage on his 
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wharf property – also note for $500, unsecured but 
wants an additional Thousand.  Behrends death 
has left the banks officials & their authority 
unknown to Femmer & the public & he is in trouble 
to know who has power to attend to his wants, and 
now asks me to go and talk to Faulkner, attorney – 
formerly – for the bank and supply him with 
information and advice – I will try in the morning. 

-20th - 
Saw Faulkner for Femmer - & he saw Bank officials 
– they suggested that Femmer come & see them!  I 
told Femmer & he will see bank first of the week. 

-21st- 
Saturday – in court but cases not ready & court 
adjourned until Jan. 5th. 

Diary 45, 1936 
 

[inside back cover – clipping] 
THE TACOMA NEWS TRIBUNE, SATURDAY, 

JULY 18, 1936 
50 Years Ago 

Touring the courthouse on C street, the reporter 
found Judge Wickersham keeping numerous 
estate cases straight; Deputy Clerk Wilt engaged in 
routine work; Auditor Kelly and Assistant F. Gloyd 
rushed with work.  Deputy Lowe attends to the 
inside, and Sheriff Byrd and Deputy Granger to the 
outside work of the sheriff’s office.  Treasurer 
Murray keeps a keen eye on the taxpayer.  
Assessor Macready, assisted by his father and 
W.B. Curtis, are pushing the assessment rolls to 
conclusion. 

 
L.F. Thompson of Sumner brought in 20 cars of 

hops. 
 
Rev. L.J. Garver, who has been preaching at 

the Y.M.C.A. hall, leaves for Port Townsend. 
 
The new German Lutheran church, South 13th 

and I streets will be dedicated tomorrow. 
 
Plans are presented to the city council for a 

wharf at McCarver street to cost $1000. 
 

Northwest 

NEWS BRIEFS 
Of 25 Years Ago 

{Nov. 1936} 
August 10, 1910 

JUNEAU – Incomplete returns from yesterday’s 
election indicate that Delegate James Wickersham, 
Independent Republican, has been elected to 
Congress over Ed S. Orr, the organization 
Republican candidate, by a large majority. 

 
WICKERSHAM HONORED 

WITH MASONIC EMBLEM 
Judge James Wickersham, of Juneau, was one 

of several Masons who were presented with a 
Masonic emblem honoring their 50th Anniversary in 
Masonry, at a Masonic gathering last week in 
Tacoma, Washington. {Sept. 18, 1936.} 
 

Diary 45, 1936 
November 22 

-Nov. 22, 1936- 
A bad landslide came down the mountain side into 
Franklin Street – and piled up against the Juneau 
Cold Storage concrete building.  It started on the 
line of the A.J. Mine Co. line about the head of 
Ewing St. spread and carried down several houses 
– rumors are that a dozen or more unfortunate 
persons are dead.  A very heavy rain has fallen for 
many hours, thoroughly soaking the loose dirt rock 
on the side hill – the slide took place about 7 
oclock – or 7.30 & gave no warning – men are 
digging frantically in the great mass of debris – but 
darkness & bad weather prevents good results – 
though several who could be located in the 
wreckage of the houses have been rescued and 
taken to the hospital.  Ruth & Mrs. Hawkes were at 
a dinner with friends on the boat “Easterner” which 
belonged to Hawkes & had a dangerous journey 
around the slide – came home almost hysterical! 

Diary 45, 1936 
November 23-24 

-23rd – 
Four or five bodies of victims of the slide down the 
A.J. Min. Co. front hill have been recovered. It is a 
horrible accumulation of debris in Franklin St. – 15 
feet or more deep in the street & held back by the 
solid concrete walls of the Cold Storage plant. 

-24th - 



A little girl was taken out of the broken timbers of 
her home in the upper part of the slide today – 
alive but injured badly & may die.  About a dozen 
are known to be dead.  It will be a dismal 
Thanksgiving day for the town – the 
Longshoremens strike is making it worse. 

Diary 45, 1936 
November 25 

-25th - 
Same s usual in the office.  Nice letters received 
from my nephew DeVere Wickersham, steamboat 
engineer in New York harbor – some tramp boat.  
He is Franks son, & a good worker. 
D.M. McQuesten writes to me about his uncle 
“Jack” – the father of the Yukon  I am outlining 
biographical and historical data relating to the 
discovery & development of the Juneau mines, 
1880, giving special attention to the most 
interesting character of all – George E. Pilz! 
He devoted 45 years of his active life to the 
development of mining in Alaska, located the 
Juneau camp – deserved greater credit than any 
other S.E. Alaska Pioneer! 

Diary 45, 1936 
November 26-27 

-Nov. 26th – 
Thanksgiving day!  We had a fine home dinner 
prepared by Grace – present Mr. Arnold and his 
mother – 84 years old.  Mrs. Saurez and her son 
Manuelito, Mrs. W. Ruth & I enjoyed the tow fat 
hens prepared instead of Turkey for the meal.  
After dinner Grace & I escorted Mrs. Arnold down 
to the nearby home of Mr. & Mrs. A.E. Robertson 
to call, especially on his mother -         years of 
age, where met their guests & spent a pleasant 
hour. 

-27th - 
Mail and some interesting letters and among the 
printed matter I received a file of Leslie’s Weekly, 
Jany 5 – to Feb. 3, 1898, containing “An American 
girls trip to the Klondike by 
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Ester Lyons: Unfortunately the article is not 
complete – other chapters are to be found to 
complete the story – if possible:  That’s what 
makes collecting Alaskana so interesting – you are 
never finished, and sometimes you come across a 
finish of an exciting story – and then you are 

happy.  I am writing to an agent at Yonkers, N.Y. to 
get me the remainder of this story – maybe he will 
– maybe he wont. 

-27th - 
The removal of the awful slide of mud & rock from 
the mountain side into Franklin St. down Ewing, 
has resulted in the death of fourteen men, women 
& children – and the rest of the inhabitants 

Diary 45, 1936 
November 27-30 

27 
on the slope are vacating & removing to safer 
places, for it is not safe any when in that vicinity. 

-28th – 
Same as yesterday – the new Deal has given way 
to the strikers and soon they promise us boats from 
Seattle to carry provisions mail & passengers. 

-29th – 
In the office as usual – nothing new. 

-30th - 
Cyril Zuboff, former Pres. of the Alaska Native 
Brotherhood, told me today that when the matter of 
the employment of an attorney to bring the land 
suit for the Tlingit & Haida Indians vs the U.S. 
came up at the Metlakatla meeting recently Frank 
Price objected to my employment 
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30 
and said Billy Paul told him that he, Paul, had 
begun some arrangement while he was in 
Washington this fall to employ an attorney or 
attorneys there – who agreed that if he or they 
were employed he or they would finance the case 
– Price said I would not agree to do that, etc.  
Zuboff said nothing had resulted etc.  Of course 
Paul wants now to control them matter because I 
will not take him in on the case and divide with him 
– which I will not do.  I think I will not be employed 
for Paul has a strong influence both with the 
Indians and with the Commission of Indian Affairs – 
if he is not disbarred in the proceeding against him 
as the District court here in Juneau 

Diary 45, 1936 
December 1-3 

-December 1st – 
Same as usual in the office.  Went to theater to see 
– and hear – “Old Man River” – play.  The Negro 
who sang that part of the play is a fine singer & 
actor – the rest is just the common place stuff. 
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-2nd – 
Tried little divorce case for Jimmy P. John – 
interesting from ethnological standpoint.  John, 
plaintiff seems to be a good character – his main 
witness Mrs. Mary D. Johnson – a grand daughter 
of old Kowee, Auk chief is a fine specimen of the 
better class of Indians. 

3rd  
Rented my house, back of Presbyterian church on 
Franklin St. with possible chance to sell it if the 
renter thinks he can make payments 

Diary 45, 1936 
December 3-6 

3 
John Harris, ½ breed son of R.H. Harris discoverer 
of gold in Silver Bow basin, 1880, loaned me a 
bundle of letters & papers written by his father and 
George E. Pilz in the early ‘80s in relation to the 
locations of the Juneau mines.  I am to copy them, 
and return the originals to John.  They are 
interesting historical material and I am glad to get 
them. 
Busy, also, on some law matters. 

-4th – 
Rain has ceased – taku wind blowing. 

-5th – 
Snowing today after a cold night. 
Working in the office. 

-6th - 
Sunday, went to the Episcopal Church 
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6 
with Ruth & Dolores (Mrs. Henry Vrooman, Daniels 
mother) to hear Rev. Rice preach.  It was cold 
outside – hot in church & I had difficulty in keeping 
awake though the minister made a fine story about 
the Good Book, its writers & influence on the 
growth of religious development in the world. 

-7th – 
Busy in the office, letters etc. from Arthur G. 
Thompson about our cases at Anchorage, writing 
to our clients in Seattle to forward funds so we can 
prepare their cases for trial. 

-8th - 
Wrote letter to Gov. Troy calling his attention to the 
Indian Land suit 

Diary 45, 1936 
December 8 

8 
and requesting a conference on the same.  I do not 
intend to urge my appointment with the Indians if I 
am obliged to have a contest over same with even 
a small majority of them headed by Paul.  The 
attorney who conducts that case will need the 
support of the whole of the tribes, nor will I 
undertake it with Paul in control of the law side of 
the case, - only if I am given full control as leading 
lawyer!  It may be the Governor can persuade the 
Commissioner of Indian affairs and Sec. of the 
Interior to look after the interests of the Indians and 
make Paul understand that they are to be given an 
independent representative in 
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preparing the case for the Court of Claims.  The 
Charges now pending against him by the U.S. 
District Attorney are too serious to overlook - & 
then he is under the control in that matter by 
George Grigsby – which makes the situation 
worse!  I would not assume the task with those two 
scamps in charge of the case!  But I do not feel like 
abandoning the Indian’s rights voluntarily, or until 
the Department is advised & will take a full and fair 
interest for the Indians who still seem to wish to be 
rid of Paul’s domination. 

-9th - 
Received a printed copy of the proceedings of the 
Wickersham 
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Family Association Meeting Fourth Reunion at the 
London Grove Meeting House (Quaker) on 
October 5, 1935, in which they copied my whole 
letter of September 15, 1935, addressed to the 
Association on the History of the Wickersham’s in 
the Far West. 

Gov. Troy just called me up over the telephone 
and said he had received my letter of yesterday 
and would like to see me any time.  I arranged to 
meet him in his office tomorrow.  He is friendly to 
me and I feel quite satisfied will assist me in 
securing a contract by which I may have control of 
the Tlingit & Haida land case.  He can bring 
influence on Paul, I think. 



Diary 45, 1936 
December 10 

-10- 
Brought two divorce cases today for two 
Petersburg Indian women.  They are sisters, 
married to two full blood Indian men.  One of these 
women has 4 children the other has five – both 
men are worthless, get drunk, loaf and the girls 
have had to live with their mother – they are 
sisters.  The old lady is quite tired of supporting 
these eleven extra members of the family and sent 
the girls to me to get them separated from the men.  
I suppose to stop both expenses and more 
children.  They brought money & instructions, so I 
am inclined to assist in the affair. 

Diary 45, 1936 
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-11th – 
Governor Troy was busy today and asked me to 
call tomorrow at 11 a.m. & talk with him about the 
Tlingit & Haida suit & Paul’s part in it. 

-12th - 
Saturday.  Called & had a conversation with the 
Governor – gave him a copy of the Hearings before 
the Senate Com. on the Tlingit & Haida Bill & told 
him the general situation, etc.  He advised me to 
write the matter out clearly & said he would write to 
the Sec. and give me any assistance possible, & I 
have concluded to take his advice & write the facts 
for him. 
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-13th – 
Sunday.  I spent the day planning my statement for 
the Sec. of Interior on the Indian Land Suit matter. 

-14th - 
Same as yesterday.  Wrote letters to Senator 
Frazier & Delegate Dimond asking each to tell me 
who suggested the amendment in the Indian Land 
Suit Act cutting out the clause I wrote in the original 
bill to pay the the Indians per capita, & inserting the 
Amendments to pay the sum of the judgment 
through the Sec. of the Interior out for plans for 
canneries, stores etc. by associations - & not to the 
Indians! 
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-15th - 
Working on letter to Sec. of Interior on the Tlingit & 
Haida land suit. 
Find that after sending me copies of bills, providing 
that the judgment in that case should be divided 

pro rata per capita among all the Indians Dimond 
and Paul prepared another H.R. 2756, 74the Cong. 
leaving the judgment to the control of the Sec. of 
Int. & Bureau of Indian Affairs – to be controlled – 
but none of it ever to be paid to the Indians in 
Alaska per capita.  Sec. 8 of the Act of June 19, 
1935!  This means to be managed by Wm L. Paul, 
with his record under Disbarment Charges now 
under examination - in 
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District Court – Charges by U.S. District Attorney 
Holzheimer & his Asst. Folta!  I am writing letters 
on tonights mail to Senator Frazier & Delegate 
Dimond for copies of the bill containing the joker, 
and I have the other papers:   In the meantime I will 
do nothing more about writing letter to the Gov. as 
Asst. Sec. of Interior. 

-16th – 17th – 
Working in the office as usual. 

-18th - 
Mr. Claude Hirst, in charge of the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs for Alaska in Juneau, telephoned me today 
that he had authorized Gideon Duncan, of Hoonah, 
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authority to come to Juneau to take up the matter 
of a contract with me as the representative of the 
Committee chosen by the Indian meeting at 
Wrangell held on Nov. 16, 1935, appointed 
specially to contract with me under that clause in 
the Act of June 19, 1935, authorizing them to do 
so.  Mr. Hirst informed me that Duncan would be 
here this next week for that purpose, and I asked 
Mr. Hirst to come to my office with Duncan and he 
promised he would do so. 

-19th - 
I got the Femmer v City case set for trial on Jany 
7th 1937.  Sending out Christmas Cards etc. 

Diary 45, 1936 
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-20th - 
Mr. Claude Hirst, head of the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs – Education – has invited Grace and me to 
dinner at his house on Wednesday evening & 
Grace accepted.  Worked in my library today on 
the discovery of Gold at Gold Creek by Harris & 
Juneau, as grubstake employees of George E. 
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Pilz.  Grace is copying a bunch of original letters 
and papers written by Pilz to Harris in the early 
‘80s.  They are very interesting and support Pilz 
statement of 1921, written by the old man before 
his death at Eagle City in 1925.  I have also written 
a letter to R.F. Lewis, 410 Mills Bldg., San 
Francisco 
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who was an early day Juneauite & knew the parties 
to give me the particulars of some charge against 
Pilz by Fuller, Treadwell, and others who sought to 
keep in jail in S.F. for some offense which I do not 
have information about.  Pilz letters in my 
possession do not explain the matter, but he 
complains to Harris bitterly about their injustice & I 
want to know what it is all about.  Probably Lewis 
Knows & I hope he will explain the facts to me.  
Busy in the office as usual. 

-21 – 22 – 23rd - 
Same as usual in the office. 
Grace, Dolores & I had dinner with Mr. & Mrs. 
Claude Hirst, of the  
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Bureau of Indian Affairs this evening.  Mr. & Mrs. 
Hawksworth & their little daughter – also Clyde 
Hirst – the [?] son.  A fine turkey dinner & a 
pleasant evening in conversation followed. 

-24th - 
Christmas Eve & Santa Claus & a fine Christmas 
tree.  Everyone got presents.  A great fat Santa 
Claus with sleigh bells around his paunch came & 
gave the young-‘uns, much fun.  Besides our family 
Malcolm Faulkner & his father, Jacky New Marker, 
Jacky Hawkes assisted Daniel to enjoy the first 
Santa Claus he ever saw:  They do not have that 
boy saint in Spain, it seems 
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Ruth & her girl & boy singers came & gave us 
some music – it was a most delightful evening & a 
glorious Christmas tree – brought by William 
Holbrook – Grace, & the boys, & well lighted with 

electric bulbs. 
-25th - 

Christmas Day – Dinner in the evening Besides our 
own family, Judge LeFevre, Mrs. Britt, Mrs. 
Marshall, & her son Roy Asborn[?], Mrs. White, 
assisted us to enjoy a big fat corn fed turkey! and 
all that usually disappears with the great American 
diner bird.  Christmas days have been perfect.  
Clear, cold, no wind & plenty of snow on the 
ground. 
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-26th - 
Fine winter day – no wind, snow, cold. 
At work as usual in the office library 
Wrote a nice Christmas letter to Darrell.  Letter 
from him yesterday informing me that my brother 
Edgar had passed away at Pasadena, California, 
where he has lived for many years, on Dec. 14th.  
Edgar went to sea & made two or three voyages to 
Asia when he was about 18-20 years old.  On his 
last voyage Charles Edward Taylor, of about his 
age, an English boy came home with him & lived 
with Edgar at the home of my father & mother at 
Buckley, Washington.  Neither of them went to sea 
again.  Taylor 
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worked in the saw mills etc. at Buckley – finally 
married my sister May about 1889.  Both boys 
went to the Klondike Gold stampede about 1896-7.  
Edgar was probably the first regular brakeman on 
the White Pass & Yukon Railroad – one of the first 
men in surveying & construction work on that line & 
remained in the Ry. employ until I was appointed 
U.S. District Judge at Eagle City, June 1900, when 
he came down the Yukon & was appointed Deputy 
U.S. Marshal at Circle City – later at Fairbanks, He 
was married to Mifs Lizzie Chamberlain before he 
went to Alaska – she lived with him at Circle, 
Fairbanks & Survived him at Pasadena.  Taylor 
was engaged 
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in the White Pass & Yukon Ry offices in Dawson – 
came down into Alaska studied law, was admitted 
to the Alaska bar.  My sister May died at Buckley, 
where their home was maintained.  She – they 



have one daughter Lucille – born at Buckley about 
1891-2, married & lives in Beeville Texas.  Edgar & 
Lizzie had no children. 

-27th – 
Sunday.  Resting at home, nothing new. 

-28th – 
Working in the office as usual – stormy. 

-29th - 
Spent the day in the U.S. Commissioners office 
examining the first mining records books – 1880, 
especially 
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The Juneau mines were first located & records first 
made in Oct. 1880 & 1881.  They are very 
interesting in connection with my present study of 
the Mining Stampeders to Cal. & U.S. points – to 
British Columbia, Alaska & N.W. Ter. in Canada.  
The Klondike stampede, making notes for use in 
my chapter on the Juneau & Treadwell mines, etc. 

-30- 
In the office as usual.  Mr. Chapel, who is 
preparing to open & operate an Alaska Insurance 
business, in case the Legislature will pass an Act 
authorizing the organization of such a company 
under Alaska law was in & talked about his aims, 
came in & talked about the matter.  He seems ok. 
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Dec. 31st 1936. 
Received the sum of $248125 in full for my interest 
in the Daly Bench Placer mining claim at Ester 
Creek, Fairbanks Alaska.  Also received Mrs. 
Pattersons check, which I have just put in the mail.  
Registered & directed to Mrs. Mariam A. Patterson, 
1229 Hendricks Ave. San Diego, California – her 
check amounted to $827.08  I am glad she ahs it for 
she has been sick for a year & needs it badly  I can 
now pay my delinquent taxes. 

Many friend called this evening we had good 
eats & good cheer music & dancing – saw the old 
year out & the New Year safely in. 
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January 1st 1937. 
A comfortable warm winter day.  I am spending 
some time writing material about the discovery, 
location and opening the Juneau – Silver Bow 
Basin gold mines by Richard T. Harris and Joe 

Juneau – how they double crossed George E. Pilz 
& stole all the credit due to old Kowee – Auk Indian 
Chief who discovered the Juneau Mining deposits 
& saved the lives of Harris & Juneau from the 
attacks of his tribesmen – and how the whites 
secured all the credit & gold! 

-2- 
Bar Assoc. lunch – the food is bad, the company 
without wit or other interest & I do not care for the 
gatherings, but 
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attend to keep track of what is going on – which 
usually amounts to nothing. 

-3rd – 
A bad snowy day and I remained at home.  We had 
Holbrook over to our family dinner & all but I went 
to the picture show.  These shows are executed by 
electric lights which play so rapidly that my eyes 
can hardly deep up with their movements.  I do not 
often go.  Reading in the library monthly 
magazines. 

-4th – 
Paying monthly bills, and in the office busy as 
usual. 

-5th - 
Busy in the office.  Paid my ½ Real Est taxes for 
last year.  Getting ready for the  
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-5th – 
trial of the case of Femmer v City on 7th.  Wrote 
Lizzy Wickersham, Edgars widow 475 Wyoming St. 
Pasadena, California a letter of condolence.  Edgar 
passed away on Dec. 14th. 

-6th – 
Getting ready for trial of Femmer v City of Juneau, 
tomorrow. 

-7th - 
Spent the afternoon in trial of Femmer v City.  
Roden examined the witnesses & the record of the 
evidence is fairly in support of our allegations – 
closed late & the court will hear our arguments on 
the law tomorrow at 2 oclock.  Roden & I do 
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not quite agree on one point much urged by 
Faulkner viz = That Femmer must show an injury 
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or damage personal to himself, before he can 
maintain the suit.  I disagree with that & hold that 
he only needs to show an illegal threat to use – or 
the illegal use of the funds of the city – or the use 
of acts ultra vires, or beyond the power of the city 
officials!! 

-8th - 
I think I have brought Roden around to a proper 
appreciation of the correct rule – Crampton v 
Zabruskie[?] – 101. U.S. 601:25L. Ed. 107 
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On conclusion of arguments in the Femmer case, 
by Roden & Faulkner I had to reply to Faulkner, but 
by that time it was so dark in the court room that I 
could not see well enough to read my notes, and 
made a poor presentation of our case.  But the 
court ordered us to file briefs on the law – gave us 
ten days on the side to prepare and file them. 

-9th – 
Gathering data – reports, decisions, etc. for that 
purpose. 

-10- 
Sunday, but worked in the office all day preparing 
brief. 
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-11th – 
At work on Femmer brief – by courtesy – for it is 
growing unbriefly long, but I have confidence. 

-12-13th -14-15- 
Same –working on Femmer’s Brief. 
Finished writing Brief in Femmer case today.-15th 

-16- 
Filed Brief in Femmer’s case in court.  Stabler 
urging trial in Gorham case; Bond case ready – 
Faulkner for Bond, but says knows Mrs. Dyrdahl – 
my client is sick.  These two cases must be 
attended to. 
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-17th - 
Sunday.  Clear, calm, good roads.  Took a walk 
over the Douglas Bridge & roads.  Cold & roads 
resemble those in the Interior after they are used 
for a month and beaten down for the winter.  In the 
library reading about early mining days in Juneau, 
Treadwell, Gold Creek. 

Grace’s nephew Daniel Vrooman is growing – in 

stature & in education, very fast.  His mother gives 
him lessons in Spanish in the evening – she seems 
determined to keep him up in his native tongue – 
while he is learning English rapidly at school.  He is 
a bright kid but badly spoiled – as most boys are. 
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-18th – 
Faulkner served copy of his Brief for the city – in 
the Femmer case.  He relies entirely on our failure 
to prove damages as a taxpayer!  On Saturday at 
meeting of the Bar assoc. I urged rebinding of the 
old Juneau-Treadwell records of locations and 
transfers of the mining claims, and Judge 
Alexander promised to have it done.  I have 
examined them again & find them badly in need of 
rehabilitation-but very interesting historically! 

-19th - 
Same as usual in the office. 
Talked to Bender, Ed. Empire about the publication 
of some of Faulkners propaganda 
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in the Empire on Saturday & asked him not to let 
the City fill up the Empire in favor of the Citys case 
in Femmer v City & Northland Co – he promised to 
suppress such efforts!  I explained to him that the 
case was now submitted to Judge Alexander on 
briefs and that it ought not to be prejudiced by 
quotations from interested parties & he agrees that 
it should not be done! 

-20-21- 
Same as usual in the office. 

-22- 
Grace gave a nice dinner to some of our 
Legislative friends: Senators Cochran (Nome), 
Roden (Juneau) Representatives Mrs. Scott 
(Seldovia) & Andrew Nerland (Fbks) and our family 
made up the party. 
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-23rd – 
Saturday:  Attended court this morning 
Nothing important – Gorham case called by Stabler 
for trial – he knows the Gorhams are not here – but 
are temporarily in California hence his urgency to 
set case for trial.  I think it is an equity case – he 
declares it is a law – jury case – it went of without 
date fixed. 



-24th – Sunday- 
Bad day – remained in my library reading – 
Juneau-Treadwell data 

-25th - 
Mrs. Alice Nakamoto – mother of the two Indian 
girls from Petersburg who are here for divorces! 
Picknell v Picknell & Bailey v Bailey, No. 8.  4008-
4009 
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appeared with the girls.  I went to the court house – 
got cases set for trial tomorrow afternoon.  The 
mother brought their children (some of them) here 
to put them in a childrens (Indian) home at Douglas 
& to take her daughters back to her home at 
Petersburg.  She has had to care for their nine 
babies, feed & clothe them for years - & is anxious 
to get the cases closed up – tomorrow! 

-26th - 
Judge Alexander heard the divorce cases – 
Picknell & Bailey – this afternoon.  The mother of 
the two Indian girls - & they, were the witnesses.  
Court granted the divorces & I am to have papers 
for his signature tomorrow. 
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-27- 
Judge Alexander signed decrees of divorce – 
Findings etc. in the two Indian divorce cases from 
Petersburg which he tried yesterday afternoon.  I 
gave them certified copies, and some pointed 
advice – they paid me $100.00 – owe me $2820 & 
went away happy.  The old Indian mother – 
grandmother of a brood of 10 grandchildren is a 
fine woman, a good worker, clean & decent – well 
dressed.  I sent Harry $2000 today & a letter. 

-29-30- 
Finished up delayed correspondence in law 
matters - Anchorage cases & Iman v “Caleb 
Haley,” admiralty case for Alliance Ins. Co. 
(Darrells case) 
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-30th - 
District court in session – with a Grand Jury & Trial 
jury, all week 
Legislature also in session – quiet & little doing.  
Taku wind blowing, cold but little snow.  Selye got 
45 years – for raping step daughter – morally O.K. 

but law fixes 20 years as limit – but on 9 counts in 
the indictment – a plea of guilty – a shell shocked 
man.  I am not satisfied the penalty – the verdict is 
good!!  Verdict of Guilty of Perjury in the Barrett 
case, in which Mike Monagle, young lawyer is also 
caught, rouses much interest.  Mike is very popular 
& technically guilty, too bad. 
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-Sunday. 31st- 
At home all day:  SS. “Norah” in from south.  Judge 
Bunnell aboard! 

-February 1st 1937.- 
The Geological Reports on interior mining points 
often speak of “Franklin” who discovered gold in 
“Franklin Gulch” in the 40 Mile district, but nowhere 
that I can find do they mention the given name of 
that miner – just “Franklin.” 
Senator Powers, member of present Territorial 
Senate, just in the office, tells me his name was 
“Howard” – Howard Franklin/ 
Recd letter from A.W. Winden, my agent for years 
at Tacoma in the management of property there, 
sent 
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by Darrell to me, giving annual account of rents & 
taxes for my use in making up Income Tax 
Statement for 1936 – also check for $300. on act. 
of rents & $2450 act. Int on his mothers bonds, 
which left to him by will, but which he sends me –
“when necessary” – for my relief.  In his letter 
sending Windens check Darrell asks if he need to 
send me the check monthly – of $5000 since it is 
“not necessary” – he is right, of course, & I will stop 
it until a year from now when such monthly checks 
will become “necessary” – if not before. 

-2nd - 
Bad Taku wind – blizzard. 
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-3rd - 
Taku wind blizzard ended – beautiful day. 
Yesterday I spent two hours in the Commissioner’s 
office reading the early mining records of Nov. 4th 
1880. – and I’ve come to the conclusion that 
Harris, the locator of the first claims in in the Silver 
Bow basin, in 1880, was a slick one! and the 
decision of Judge Brown in Fuller v Harris, 29 Fed. 
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814 was correct!! 
Grace attends the party given to her lady friends 

by Mrs. Judge Alexander this afternoon & “pours” – 
whatever they drink at such functions! 
Daniel –our Spanish boy – Graces nephew is in 
bed suffering from what he call “dis chickens,” 
meaning Chicken Pox! 
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-4th – 
Ordered typist to make copies of the first mining 
records for me from the earliest locations books. 

-5- 
Grace is in the midst of a party for Dolores – a 
group of ladies to meet at our house to get 
acquainted with, etc. 
Have invited a group of Legislators to take dinner 
with us tomorrow evening.  Wrote letter to Darrell 
today telling him my financial condition – good, & 
asking him to refrain from sending me a monthly 
check for $5000 until further advised. – Judge 
Bunnell is in town – said he would call – soon! 
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-6th - 
Judge LeFevre, I and Grover C. Winn were 
appointed by Judge Alexander today – in open 
court a Committee – to hear the evidence & Report 
on the charges brought against M.E. Monagle, 
attorney, by the U.S. Attorneys office for 
misconduct of some character.  I do not know the 
charges.  LeFevre is chairman & will probably get 
copies of charges soon. 
 
[clipping] 

ALASKA HISTORY 
RESEARCH WILL 
BE EXTENSIVE 

Dr. Bunnell Receives Re- 
port of Workers-Church 
Collection Is Important 

Five years is the estimated time that it will take to 
complete the translation from the Russian of the 
material on which the Alaska Historical Research 
workers are now engaged in the Library of 
Congress, in Washington, D.C., according to Dr. 
Charles E. Bunnell, president of the University of 
Alaska, who returned recently form a trip to 

Washington and New York. 
Members of the research, which is financed by 

an appropriation from the Rockefeller Foundation, 
now working in Washington, are Dr. Tikhon I. 
Lavrischeff, translator of Russian, and Warren R. 
Reid.  Miss Hilja Reinikka, of Douglas, a graduate 
of the University of Alaska, is secretary. 

While in New York City Dr. Bunnell met Dr. David 
H. Stevens, director of the Division of Humanities 
of the Rockefeller Foundation, who went to 
Washington with him to inspect the work being 
done and to see the amount of material available. 
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“Church Collection” Large 
The largest collection of manuscripts, is the 

“Alaska Church Collection” which is stored in 702 
boxes in the manuscript division of the Library of 
Congress.  It contains about one million pages of 
records; vital and financial statistics; history of the 
establishment and development of the various 
missions, churches and societies; diaries of the 
missionaries; reports on conditions in the Russian 
settlements, native settlements, etc. 

This collection of manuscripts in the archives of 
the Department of State contain, according to a 
letter to Dr. Bunnell from Dr. Lavrischeff, the 
following: 25 volumes of the letters, orders and 
instructions of the Board of Directors of the 
Russian American Company to the Administrator-
General of the Russian colonies in America (about 
20,000 pages); various letters exchanged by the 
Administrator-General and the Board of Directors; 
17 volumes of the log books of vessels of the 
Russian American Company; several volumes of 
diplomatic correspondence, some of the letters of 
which have been previously published in 
connection with the Bering Sea Arbitration. 

A large collection of photostats and copies of 
documents kept in the archives of Russia, and 
embracing the period from 1722 to 1870, is 
included in the material upon which the Alaska 
Historical Research is working. 

Russian Publications Valuable 



Russian publications which afford a valuable 
primary source of information on the early history 
of Alaska are available in book, pamphlet and 
magazine material and in the Complete Collection 
of Laws of the Russian Empire (1848-1881).  Code 
of Laws of the Russian Empire and Collection of 
Laws and Enactments of the Government. 

The last group of publications contains the laws 
under which the legal status of the natives was 
determined at the time of the purchase of Alaska, 
and consequently, when at present questions arise 
about the right for the aborigines of Alaska, Dr. 
Lavrischeff wrote to Dr. Bunnell, they are often 
decided according to the laws in effect at the time 
of the transfer. 

Amazed at Interest of Alaska 
Mr. Reid, whose work on the research is with 

material available in English, reported to Dr. 
Bunnell that the first reaction of those he 
questioned as to source of material was “a blank 
stare of amazement that anyone should be 
interested in Alaska, coupled with the positive 
statement that little or no material existed.” 

However, search in the National Archives 
revealed the following, all of which contain Alaska 
material, Mr. Reid said: 

Ships’ logs and logs of U.S. naval vessels, 
extending form 1801 to 1861; Presidential 
proclamations and executive orders; Post office 
files; Bureau of Lighthouses; Bureau of Fisheries; 
Census of 1920; U.S. Coast and Geodetic Survey 
and Weather Bureau records. 

War Department Papers 
In the War Department, which governed Alaska 

from 1867 to 1884, Mr. Reid found six volumes of 
1,000 pages each and a collection of files, each 
and a collection of files, the extent of which, he 
said, could “only be expressed in terms of cubic 
feet.” 

In view of the absence of newspapers and other 
sources for this period, Mr. Reid said that he 
believed this material would probably constitute the 
most valuable single collection in Washington. 

Much additional material is also available in the 

Bureau of Education and the Department of Indian 
Affairs which have preserved reports since 1885. 

Other Material 
Other important sources of material reported by 

Mr. Reid include miscellaneous business letters of 
the Alaska Bureau of the Seattle Chamber of 
Commerce, 1897-1898, contained in 14 volumes of 
the Library of Congress; monthly reports of the 
Alaska Engineering Commission; Brooks’ papers 
property of Dr. Alfred H. Brooks, geologist in 
charge of Alaska Geological Survey, chiefly 
scientific data, but also including notes on various 
phases of Alaskan life as observed during many 
trips to the Territory. 
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The Dall papers, property of Dr. W.H. Dall of the 
Smithsonian Institute contain 20 volumes of the 
newspaper clippings, 1867-1892 and the entire 8 
volumes of the Alaska Herald, 1868-1876. 

Jackson Papers include private letters of Dr. 
Sheldon Jackson, 1877-1908, newspaper 
clippings, etc. 

The Brady papers, property of Miss Mary Brady, 
of Poughkeepsie, N.Y., contain letters, notes, 
diaries and original manuscripts of articles to have 
been included in a history of Alaska by ex-
Governor Brady. 

Material Sent Dr. Bunnell 
In the meantime, Dr. Bunnell is receiving letters 

from people all over the country, who have learned 
about the Alaska Historical Research being 
conducted by the University of Alaska under the 
Rockefeller Foundation appropriation and who 
send him information and leads as to where to look 
for important historical matter. 

Dr. Bunnell is grateful, he said, for any 
information he receives as to source material of 
early day history.  All such material, letters, diaries, 
photographs-assists the Alaska Historical 
Research with the extensive work it has 
undertaken. 
 
Bosh!! 
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I sent a copy of above to Darrell & told him to drop 
the whole matter.  Nearly all the material he 
mentions is disclosed in my Bibliography, & most of 
which I have in my library.  It will make a valuable 
mass of original material, but must be boiled down 
by the writers of History to become fit to insert in a 
History, though it will be good material to preserve 
in the U. of Alaska.  The plan, however, of using all 
of it is far beyond anything I had in mind. 

Diary 45, 1937 
February 7 

-7th - 
Sunday.  As usual at home in my library. 
We gave a few of our friends from out of town, 
members of the Legislature a dinner last evening.  
Present:  Mr. & Mrs. Dan Green, from the Manley 
Hot Springs, on the north side of the Tanana river, 
about 100 miles below Fairbanks; Mr. Dan 
Kennedy, who was raised & educated in Juneau, 
but is now a resident of Anchorage; Senators 
Patterson, from Valdez, and Senator Powers from 
Eagle City; Mr. Art. Henning, city clerk Juneau, 
Mrs. Vrooman & Daniel, Ruth & Grace & myself.  
We had a good dinner, music & dancing & spent 
much time in the library – all were very much 
interested in my historical picture books. 

Diary 45, 1937 
February 8-10 

-8th – 
As usual in the office.  Attended a public reception 
given by Governor Troy at his official home.  
Grace, Dolores & Ruth with me – a great crowd, 
after the line up reception, refreshments etc. there 
was music & dancing to a late hour.  All officials 
from the Governor down the U.S. and Territorial – 
the Legislators in a body. – it was an interesting 
evening & greatly enjoyed by all who attended. 

-9th – 
In the office as usual, but nothing startling – just 
the ordinary run of work. 

-10th - 
Have talked with LeFevre and Grover C. Winn 
today about the charges 

Diary 45, 1937 
February 10 

10 
made in the District Court against Michael E. 
Monagle for alleged misconduct as a lawyer in 
cases pending before the court in the Barrett 
divorce & perjury suits.  So far nothing has been 

done about appointing us (3) as a Committee to to 
ascertain the facts etc. except last Saturday Judge 
Alexander unexpectedly announced that he 
appointed us by that oral statement in open court.  
No other notice has been served on United States 
no one appearing to have any authority has 
mentioned the duty to United States no copy of 
charges against Monagle have been called to our 
attention, nothing 

Diary 45, 1937 
February 10-11 

10 
is known to LeFevre or me except a newspaper 
mention of our appointment (I was in court when 
Judge Alexander casually appointed United States 
but Le Fevre was not – I do not know about Winn)  
If the matter is suggested Saturday I will call 
attention of the judge to the necessity for charges, 
notice, service etc.  I will not be a party to a “fishing 
trip.”  There is a fair way to conduct such a 
proceeding (see U.S. v Pratt 3rd Alaska page 400).  
In the office as usual. 

-11th - 
Mrs. Grover C. Winn came in to talk over the 
historical part of her book for children yesterday – 
she needed to! 

Diary 45, 1937 
February 12 

-12th - 
Lincoln day!  In the office as usual.  Grace has 
been suffering from a severe cold, but seems 
better today.  I have just completed a short story of 
the story around the many names of Juneau 
Dzunty-g’ee-heeny, Harrisburg, Rockwell & 
Juneau, as they are connected with Kowee’s 
discovery of gold in the upper basin of Gold creek, 
& the recent survey of the old Indian village of 
Dzunty-g’ee-heeny by Charlie Wagner addition to 
Juneau!  I promised Jack Hellenthal to let him read 
my Bar Assoc. paper “The Constitution of China.” 
delivered at Spokane, Wash. July 20th-1898 – but 
did not deliver it today! 

Diary 45, 1937 
February 12-13 

-12th continued- 
Received letter from Judge Alexander today 
notifying me that he had appointed Judge LeFevre, 
myself and Grover C. Winn a committee in the 
matter of the charges against Monagle & 
suggesting he he was anxious to have a prompt 



action in the case!! 
-13th - 

LeFevre, Winn & I met & insisted that the Monagle 
case was not quite in legal form for us to begin to 
take the evidence –that the court ought to make an 
order for beginning the hearings etc.  The judge 
agreed to reinforce the matter as we suggested & 
will probably get to work the last of this week.  I 
gave Charlie Wagner a copy of my transcript about 
the early Indian camp 

Diary 45, 1937 
February 13 

13 
where the Auks lived & its connection with the 
original discovery of gold at Juneau.  He wanted it 
for use in putting his addition (on the Sheldon 
Homestead) on the market.  Of course, it’s a mere 
historical description of the surroundings.  Dr. 
Bunnell, of the University of Alaska came in & 
talked an hour or more about the history of Alaska-
but I did not commit myself to anything – just let 
him talk & finally he went away without any 
conclusion.  I have lost all confidence in his 
promises & will not act without he is specific & in 
writing, if I do then.  I am inclined to forget the 
whole project & let the matter drop.  He is full of 
what he has found in Washington – a vast amount 
of immaterial matter! 

Diary 45, 1937 
February 13-15 

13 
He suggested that I take hold of that part of the 
Alaska material relating to (1) the development of 
the American law and lawyers in Alaska (2) the first 
20 years of the Alaska Legislature work!  I am quite 
satisfied not to do it!  It would be a large job of hard 
work – only to be cast aside, finally, or rewritten 
and credit claimed by the rewrite artist. 

-14th – 
Sunday – at home all day reading. 

-15th - 
Was attacked with bad case of sneezing – cough – 
cold – flu & the whole family of related diseases & 
am at home in bed enjoying all of them enmassed, 
so to speak. 

Diary 45, 1937 
February 18-20 

-18th – 
Have been in bed with the aforesaid diseases – but 
am up this morning though with strict order to keep 

warm & not not overdo – not even smoking cigars! 
-19th – 

In the office as usual – not doing much except 
trying to throw off my cold & flu symptoms. 

-20th - 
Attended morning session of court.  Grigsby, as 
attorney for Wm L. Paul, who is under charges 
presented by the U.S. Attorney, for embezzlement 
of court funds, filed an affidavit of prejudice against 
Judge Alexander 

Diary 45, 1937 
February 20 

20 
and requested a change of place of trial to some 
other court.  Paul admits in papers & pleadings that 
he is guilty of the crimes charged against him, but 
The Bureau of Indian Affairs sought to secure 
control of the affairs of the Tlingit & Haida Indians 
in S.E. Alaska under the provisions of the so called 
Wheeler-Howard Act of Congress, which permits 
the Government to loan large sums of its funds to 
the Indians for so called economic purposes!  It 
meant great extensions of bureau power through 
the Alaska Indians, and the Bureaucratic officials 
organized the scheme in Washington to gain power 
to control through the these Alaska tribes – to that 

Diary 45, 1937 
February 20 

20 
To secure influence with these Indians it was 
necessity to get some of the influential Indians in 
the organization – Bill Paul seemed – truly – to 
have more influence & less honesty than anyone 
the investigators sent here to spy out the 
conditions could find, so he was offered an official 
position and his influence gained by the Bureau of 
Indian Affairs – which holds him in the job while the 
U.S. Atty & other officials are trying to secure his 
conviction for embezzlement & other offenses – 
felonies – which he practically admits – the Bureau 
of Indian Affairs defends, shields & protects him – 
though his guilt is notorious! 

Diary 45, 1937 
February 21-23 

-21st – 
In the library reading! 

-22- 
Washington’s Birthday!  Beautiful day – 2 feet of 
snow on the ground, sun shining, children building 
snow igloos – houses – in my yard.  Happy – active 
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– excited.  Battle between Washington’s army – in 
my yard and British forces outside – all day battle – 
but, of course, Washington won.  illumination – 
candles in tin cans, after dark in honor of American 
victory! 

-23rd - 
Woke at 7 a.m. to see the town of Douglas on fire.  
Taku wind scattered blazing brands & most of the 
town  - some 30 houses burned.  Senator         
River’s 

Diary 45, 1937 
February 23 

23 
from Fairbanks called at the office to talk about my 
Alaska library – asked me what my library was 
worth & I told him $15,000. – that I would sell it but 
thought some State University would be a better 
purchaser!  He said it might be added to the Library 
of the University of Alaska, etc. nothing definite!  
He smiled at my suggestion of $15000 and said 
that must be the maximum subject to consideration 
of cutting to the real price.  I smiled back & said no 
that was the minimum subject to a raise to its real 
value when I would gather the bills showing the 
cost price etc.  I think the legislature will not do 
anything – they did not. 

Diary 45, 1937 
February 23 

23 
This week “Jack’, C.B. Hawkes, who with his family 
occupies the rooms in the third story of my house 
7th & Seward, told me the story of how Myshe 
Hofstead, & his partner found a manganese placer 
deposit on the summit of a flat bench – 400 feet 
above a harbor – does not know just where it is – it 
was found and located by Hofsteads partner – 
Hofstead has not yet seen it, but his partner – who 
resides in Petersburg examined it – took samples a 
month ago.  Hofstead brought samples to Juneau, 
when he came here to serve on the jury.  It 
consists – so Hofstead says of a high bench cut by 
the sea – harbor for 2 miles, on top of the flat a 
dark sand slides down the front - samples 

Diary 45, 1937 
February 23 

23 
were gathered by Hofsteads partner – black sand 
lies under tundra covering a foot or so in depth – 
sand 2 or 3 feet deep – 2 miles long by a mile or so 
wide.  Samples sent by Hawkes to the Am. Carbide 

Co. report very rich deposit of high grade 
manganese! of high value.  Hofstead talked to me 
at the time about his prospects – Berylium – gave 
me samples.  I talked about Hofstead & his 
prospecting to Hawkes – gave him the Berylium 
samples & he also had some which Hofstead had 
given him, Hawkes, 2 days before he gave them to 
me. 

Hofstead met Percy (E.P.) Pond on the street – 
friendly conversation.  Percy 

Diary 45, 1937 
February 23 

23 
has known Hofstead for many years – knew he 
was a prospector – inquired about “anything new” 
& Hofstead carelessly told Pond about the 
manganese!  Percy at once “muscled in” and 
began the “we” talk – urged Hofstead to cut it “4 
way” with Percy in 25%.  They met in Hawkes 
rooms in my house – I was not present – Friday 
evening Feb. 26 – and Percy insisted he was “in” – 
for that day Hawkes had received an assay etc. 
form Am( or Union, I don’t know which) Carbide 
Co. saying the manganese was rich in quality & 
very valuable! which Percy learned & urged that he 
must have 25% which Hofstead refused to admit – 
no promise or 

Diary 45, 1937 
February 23-28 

23 
service between Percy & Hofstead – not even 
location of the ground by Hofsteads partner.  
Hawkes & his wife came with Mrs. W- to see me in 
my sick bed & told me the situation. 

-27th – 
Had another long talk with Hawkes – about Percy 
and his claim to 25% of Hofstead’s – in my library 
tonight.  Hawkes says Hofstead is much worried 
about Ponds action & wants to talk to me 

-28th - 
Hofstead & Dyrdahl came to my office & we talk 
manganese matter over.  I advised Hofstead not to 
talk any more with Pond etc.  Hofstead says 
Hawkes is to have charge of the matter for  

Diary 45, 1937 
February 28 

28 
him & is to prepare all papers etc. Atty at his 
(Hawks) own expense, & will consult me!  Hofstead 
said he had not yet seen the prospective 



manganese sands – that his partner has seen & 
prospected them by digging etc. and procured the 
samples which Hawkes sent to the Carbide Co.  
Anyway the project is yet in a chaotic condition – 
no locations - & Hofstead is waiting impatiently until 
he can go to Petersburg at the end of this week & 
organize his party & go and locate the mines.  If it 
is what they describe it it will be another great 
producer of wealth in S.E. Alaska – but always 
there is that what “if” – and the slips in the law!  I 
hope it is a success! 

Diary 45, 1937 
March 1 

-March 1, 1937- 
I received a letter from the Clerk of the District 
Court today notifying me that Judge Alexander had 
appointed me one of three referees in the case of 
U.S. v Paul, to take the testimony in connection – 
copy of order of reference enclose with his letter.  I 
immediately wrote a letter t the Clerk asking him to 
say to Judge Alexander that I could not serve – first 
on account of my ill health & secondly because I 
had recently written a letter (in the Indian case) 
refusing to associate with Paul as attorney in the 
case – a fixed prejudice. 

Diary 45, 1937 
March 2 

-Mch 2nd - 
In bringing the coffee to the dinner table last night – 
it accidentally slipped from Grace’s hands and in 
the fall the whole scalding hot water flew into her 
face and burned her severely.  I sent for Dr. Dawes 
& after examination he said that while the injury 
was painful it had not done any lasting damage to 
her face.  I was scared that it might injure her sight 
by he said not.  She is suffering some today but 
thinks it will pass quickly – I hope so.  Ruth read a 
radio address last evening, publicly, on Atuctic[?] 
color[?] & its impatance[?] etc. 

Diary 45, 1937 
March 2-3 

2 
she did it very clearly and well & we were all 
pleased at her success.  Mrs. Grover C. Winn sent 
me a Mss. to read.  I have not yet had time to scan 
its contents, but intend to do so at once, and hope 
it reads well, she is a fluent conversationalist and a 
clever scholar. 

-3rd - 
I was quite pleased today when Harry Watson, 

Chappell & Karnes, came as a committee from a 
group of prominent business men to ask me to 
become the President of their organization of an 
Insurance Co. under the new Act of the Legislature 
authorizing the formation of such a Company.  Also 
I received a letter from Darrell containing 

Diary 45, 1937 
March 3-5 

3 
the printed announcement of his resignation as the 
special agent in the Loss Department of the 
Insurance Co. of North America, where he has 
been employed – in San Francisco for 14 years.  
He seems to be tired of the work & wants a rest 
and probably a new line of work. 

-4th – 
My cold – flu – is better & I am about recovered.  
Indians call at the office – complaining that Wm L. 
Paul has robbed them – they are witnesses against 
Paul in the case against him U.S. v Paul – for 
disbarment proceedings. 

-5th - 
Same as usual in the office – working – reading on 
Juneau – Treadwell development. 

Diary 45, 1937 
March 6-7 

-6th – 
Legislature grinding wildly – nothing of importance.  
U.S. Com. office prepared copies of early mining 
locations Gold creek basin for me.  Danny 
Vrooman had a birthday party for his boy friends – 
raised hell as usual! 

-7th - 
Sunday – long walk.  Mrs. & Mr. Grover C. Winn & 
Susie – spent the evening in my library.  Mrs. Winn 
has written & Ms. on Barbara’s trip on the “North 
Star” to Point Barrow last summer & gave it to me 
to read.  She is a fluent writer – does her own 
typing – and the story is a girls trip, of course, with 
some adventurous material thrown in – not bad – 
but I am no judge – and the publisher may or may 
not! 

Diary 45, 1937 
March 8-9 

-8th – 
Robertson, attorney, was appointed as one of the 3 
referees in taking the testimony of witnesses in the 
case of U.S. v Wm L. Paul, disbarment 
proceedings.  He and I both declined to sit as 
referees – Judge Alexander appointed Nostrand & 
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Stabler in our places.  A.W. Fox is chairman, and 
the case began this morning in the court room.  I 
do not attend – Mrs. Paul is appearing as principal 
witness for her husband.  Geo. B. Grigsby is Pauls 
attorney.  Folter, Asst. Dist. Atty for prosecution. 

-9th - 
In the office as usual.  Preparing my Income Tax 
return for 1936! 

Diary 45, 1937 
March 9 

-9th – continued. 
Steamer from South in this morning.  My old friend 
John Duncan, of Rampart came in to see me while 
the boat lay at the wharf – he looks fine!  Says he 
saw old Capt. Newcomb of the Yukon river packet 
“Susie” in Seattle – is 90 years old & looks fine!  
Some of us old fellows hold on well! 
Ruth read another radio address last night over the 
“Kiny” local radio on the subject of “colors” – 
applicable to homes, etc. it was well done! 
Dr. Bunnell getting appropriations to suit him for 
the University of Alaska.  He is an active lobbyist 
for his school. 
Got $200. fee from Schwartz for self & Thompson 
send $100. to Thompson, Anchorage. 

Diary 45, 1937 
March 9-11 

9 
[clipping] 
N. Amer. Man Retires 

D.P. Wickersham is retiring after nearly fourteen 
years’ service with the San Francisco office of the 
Insurance Company of North America as head of 
the marine claims department.  W.V. Hall is being 
promoted from the Los Angeles office of the 
company to fill his place, and is due in San 
Francisco about February 17th.  He will spend the 
next few weeks familiarizing himself with his new 
surroundings, and will take over his new duties on 
April 1st. 

So another familiar and popular figure passes 
(we hope only temporarily) from the Street.  
“Wick’s” deliberate, unruffled demeanor at loss 
meetings and his sound, cautious counsel will be 
missed.  The best wishes of the Street follow him 
into retirement. 

Lieutenant Commander D.P. Wickersham retired 
from the United States Navy shortly after the 

termination of the war, and joined the head office of 
the Insurance Company of North America in 
Philadelphia in 1920.  In 1923, he was transferred 
to the San Francisco office. 

-10th – 
Attending to Johnson v Johnson in court for 
McCain – nothing, had to correct & serve new 
amended complaint & summons – tomorrow. 

-11th - 
Paid my city of Juneau ½ taxes $11700.  Paid 
Graces city of Juneau ½ taxes $9000. 

Diary 45, 1937 
March 12-13 

-12th – 
Preparing copies of pleading to be used in an 
Indian divorce case in court tomorrow – Johnson v 
Johnson, No 1820 KA, from Ketchikan which I am 
attending to for Harry G. McCain.  The Indians are 
becoming so much civilized that they want divorces 
as well as proper marriage rites according to laws. 

-13th - 
Court in session: tried the Indian divorce case for 
McCain – based largely on the ground of 
incompatibility of temperament – the woman 
plaintiff is a Haida, from Hydaburg – the man deft. 
is Tlingit – from Klawock.  Both 

Diary 45, 1937 
March 13-15 

13 
are well educated – of good character – just wont 
live in the same house! 

-14th – 
Sunday – remained at home all day – reading in 
the library & making notes on discovery of gold in 
the Gold creek basin. 

-15th - 
Committee of Referees appointed by Judge 
Alexander to hear & report testimony in the matter 
of charges of wrong doing in court matters by M.E. 
Monagle.  Met today & formally opened case.  
Some witness for prosecution called & case went 
over for the day till tomorrow. 
Had John Harris & Frank Johnson to dinner – both 
Tlingit Indians & we 

Diary 45, 1937 
March 15-16 

15 
spent the evening in examining photographs of 
Indian scenes, books etc. in my library.  Both are 
well educated in English & are fine linguists in 



Indian.  I enjoyed the evening with them they 
seemed both interested in examining the books & 
pictures & in discussing the many photos – with 
which they seemed familiar. 

-16th - 
Case against Monagle continued – it does not 
seem very conclusive against him – but shows a 
careless office business.  It is almost impossible to 
tell who is lying – but there is considerable 
carelessness with the truth.  As I view it the 
Robertson-Monagle office has long been both 
greedy & careless! 

Diary 45, 1937 
March 17-19 

-17th – 
Steamer from westward going south.  Court 
officials going to Ketchikan.  Hawkes mining expert 
went to Petersburg to attend to location of 
supposed manganese sands with Myhre Hofstead 
– somewhere – not disclosed to the public – hope 
ok. 

-18th – 
Andrew Nerland &  Chappell were in the office & 
talked insurance co for an hour.  Chappel said they 
were to make me President of the Co. – pro-tem. 

-19th - 
The plan of President Roosevelt to cripple the U.S. 
Sup. Court by Adding new members of known 
views to sustain his unconstitutional 

Diary 45, 1937 
March 19 

19 
demands is attracting the attention of the people of 
the country & dividing the Democratic members of 
his party is interesting.  I am strongly opposed to 
his demands, but fear it may prove successful, for 
he has almost dictational powers over the great 
majority of Congress.  It is a dangerous proposal, 
and if carried through it may of great harm to our 
government – especially if used in opposition to our 
Courts by dangerous radical elements which may 
possibly succeed him in a few years.  It ought to be 
done, if done at all, by Constitutional Amendment, 
as provided for by the Constitution itself – by a 
majority vote of the People of the United States.  

Diary 45, 1937 
March 20-22 

-20th – 
Saturday – I had a confidential talk with my young 
attorney friend G.W. Nostrand – and urged him to 

open a law office – he is doing bookkeeping etc. – 
is 30 years old – has a fine wife and small family – 
is competent and ought to be at work in a law office 
– or quite thinking of ever doing so.  I suggested 
that he come into my office – that I would assist 
him to get a start – he said he would consider the 
matter!! 

-21st – 
Ruth is out to their cabin with the Holbrooks – she 
has been working too hard in school. 

-22nd - 
Had a good visit with B.D. Stewart 

Diary 45, 1937 
March 22-23 

22 
geologist, mining inspector for Alaska, about the 
early history of the Chichagoff mining camp. – got 
much data on history of mining development in 
Alaska. 

-23rd - 
Mrs. Dolores Vrooman & Daniel are with us this 
winter.  She is the widow of Henry Vrooman, 
Graces deceased brother & she is guardian of 
Daniel by Henrys will.  He has received good 
schooling in the Juneau Public schools.  Dolores 
pays Grace $7000 per month for rooms, food etc. 
for herself and Daniel. He is left almost wholly in 
Grace’s charge – she loves him as one would 
expect a childless woman to love the only son of 
her younger & only brother.  They 

Diary 45, 1937 
March 23 

23 
have all of Henrys property near Seattle, at and 
near to Kent - & Grace is obliged to choose his 
summer school.  Dolores & her Spanish family at 
Barcelona were all Catholics – Henry was a 
Methodist, and gave Dolores and Grace positive 
instructions to raise the boy as a member of his 
church & not as a Catholic!! 
The question now troubles them about sending him 
to a military school near – south of Tacoma – near 
Camp Lewis.  But it is managed by Catholics.  I 
have urged them to comply with his fathers wish 
and send him to a protestant school – and they are 
studying the matter!  He is young impressionable & 
his mother & all her people are Catholics.  I think a 
year at such a school will undo all his father had 
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done! 

Diary 45, 1937 
March 24-27 

-24th – 
Grace & Dolores went the Russian dinner at the 
Tlurseth’s[?].  We went to a Masonic function last 
night.  Am drawing near the end of my article – 
chapter – on the Discovery and Development of 
Mining in S.E. Alaska.  It has been a laborious task 
– but at that an interesting one. 

-25th – 
Worked in the office today – mostly on the Ms. of 
Mining in S.E. Alaska. 

-26th – 
Same as yesterday. 

-27th - 
Same as yesterday. 
Attended Bar Assoc. Luncheon. 

Diary 45, 1937 
March 27-28 

-27th – 
Attended the Ball given by the Members of the 
Legislature to the people of Juneau in return for the 
hospitalities we have extended to them during the 
session.  I attended & took Grace, Dolores and 
Ruth. Being “free to all” there was a big crowd 
present, but little enthusiasm.  Grace did not 
dance, but both Dolores and Ruth seemed to enjoy 
the ball! 

-28th - 
Sunday – Easter – we all attended the Methodist 
church.  Dolores was raised a Catholic, but Henry, 
her husband & Grace’s brother was raised a 
Methodist & begged that Daniel his son should be 
brought up as a 

Diary 45, 1937 
March 28-31 

28 
member of the Methodist church and so they 
attended that meeting – though what Daniel will do 
later is not even to be guessed at now.  Ruth went 
out to the Holbrooks country cabin for a 3 days 
holiday! 

-29th – 
Worked in the office as usual today. 

-30th – 
Holiday.  Treaty with Russia! 
In the office as usual.  Mining Ms. 

-31st - 
Recd. Letter from C.L. Andrews containing copy of 
long letter from Geo. E. Pilz to Dr. Brooks, U.S. 
Geol. Alaska in relation to his –Pilz- connections 
with Discovery etc. Gold creek mines!! 

Diary 45, 1937 
April 1-3 

-April 1st 1937- 
Examining facts in case of Bond vs. Dyrdahl, - title 
Lot 5, Blk 15, Juneau.  Preparing brief on the facts 
& the law!! 

-2- 
I have had a bad attack of intestinal flu – and 
worse last night.  I am dosing with something to 
reduce the flow and hope to get some relief tonight. 

-3rd - 
Am much better today – feel almost normal & hope 
the worst has passed.  Worked all day in the office 
as usual. 
Chas. H. Warner, prominent business man backed 
off the wharf yesterday evening  - by mistake – in 
his automobile & was drowned. 

Diary 45, 1937 
April 4-6 

-4th – 
Sunday – at home in the library.  Mrs. Tilden – 
Daniels schoolmarm took dinner with us. 

-5th – 
Received copy from Dep. Clerk Lewis in the 
Monagle case, have read most of it. 

-6th - 
Grace is cross & very much out of sorts about 
Torell – who today gave her notice he was leaving 
the small house between the Presbyterian Church 
and her apartment House – on April 15th etc.  She 
is also mad at me at some remark I made when I 
was sick three weeks ago about spending our 
income & came to the office & “roasted me” 

Diary 45, 1937 
April 6 

6 
of course, I explained, apologized etc but in vain – 
she referred to her want of a new coat – she had 
never mentioned her need of a coat.  I drew a 
check for $10000 & will give it to her tonight in the 
hope of getting her in a better humor, - for she is 
overworked with Dolores Daniel & Ruth to cook for 
& house to keep etc.  I will be glad when school is 
finished so they can go to Seattle & relieve her 
from her burdens & I will do all I can to keep her 



happy until that time.  I will not allow her to have 
any one to cook for but ourselves – if I can prevent 
it – but she is hard to keep from overworking – she 
works all the time & spends hours every day on the 
genealogy of the Vrooman family – typewriting etc. 

Diary 45, 1937 
April 7-8 

-7th – 
Working in the office as usual.  Am now in receipt 
of records in the case of U.S. v Monagle –wherein 
LeFevre, Grover C. Winn & I are referees on 
charges against Monagle for deceipt etc. on 
disbarment.  I have read the accusations, the 
evidence etc. and I am not inclined to find a 
judgment of disbarment – on technical points! 

-8th - 
Another divorce suit – Indians – Lucy Johnson v 
Albert Johnson – suit brought by Mrs. Mildred R. 
Herman, Attorney for the Indian woman – who is 
living at Douglas with an Indian man by the name 
of Harris!  It is an Indian mess – she is a drunkard 
recently injured in an automobile accident! 

Diary 45, 1937 
April 9-10 

-9th – 
Worked all day on reading the records & written 
evidence in the case of U.S. ex Rel[?] Folta vs 
M.E. Monagle – proceeding for contempt etc. 

-10th - 
Luncheon with the Juneau Bar Association.  We all 
congratulated Judge H.B. LeFevre on his 82 
birthday – last Wednesday! 
Johnny Harris, painter, and the son of “Dick” 
Harris, who located the first gold mines on Gold 
Creek in 1880, gave me the original bills for the 
supplies used by Harris & Juneau on that trip.  
Supplies purchased from store kept in the name of 
N.A. Fuller, Sitka, July 17, 1880 and paid for by Hill 
– Pilz Co. as shown by receipted bills.  Took the 
original 
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10 
receipted accounts to Ordway, photographer, today 
to have him make photograph for my use – also I 
am to retain the photographic negatives – originals 
to be returned to Harris. 

-11th – 
Sunday, at home reading etc. 

-12th – 

Reading the record in the Monagle case & making 
notes for Findings of Fact therein. 

-13th – 
Working on Barrett case preparing Findings in the 
case against Monagle, three cases in one.  
Perjury- vs Barrett! 

Diary 45, 1937 
April 14-15 

-14th – 
Same as usual in the office. 
Working on the Monagle matter! 

-15th - 
Working on Monagle brief – judgment Jack Hawke, 
Hofstead, Dyrdahl & Hungerford returned today 
from a long, weary & a months trip to locate some 
manganese ores or oxides – on some beach or 
rocky mountain flat etc. They had trouble with 
Hungerford – who now claims to have discovered 
the deposit long ago – a year or so ago - & sent 
specimens to a company in N.Y. – he located 8 or 
a dozen claims out of the heart of the mass & wont 
play with their – Hawke’s – marbles! 

Diary 45, 1937 
April 16-17 

-16th – 
Mr. & Mrs. Koons, Indians brought her old mother 
into my office today for consultation over the Indian 
title to an ancient Indian house & lot in the Kolosh 
village in Sitka.  Other parties claim against the old 
woman whose husband bought it in 1911 from a 
meeting of the Kokwantons – an Indian clan & paid 
$11000 cash for it.  Now these people oppose its 
sale to an oil Co. which wants to buy from the clan 
& not from the heirs (widow) of the purchaser – he 
and his wife (he being dead) have paid Sitka town 
taxes on it since 1911. 
Still working on the Monagle case! 

-17th - 
Same as usual working on Monagle case. 
Bar Assoc. dinner. 

Diary 45, 1937 
April 18-19 

-18th – 
Sunday, working in the office on the Monagle case 
– preparing facts and Findings for Referees to sign. 

-19th - 
Finished writing the Findings of Fact in the 
Monagle case & sent the result to Judge LeFevre & 
asked his stenographer & typist to copy them so 
the other two Referees can read & understand 
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them. 
Ruth went with her “singin skewl” to Ketchikan on 
the boat this morning for a weeks class work with 
the music students there.  Beers returned form his 
trip to Connecticut to show off his baby to its two 
grandma’s.  Sent Darrell copies of organization 
papers in the Alaska General Insurance Co. 

Diary 45, 1937 
April 20 

-20th - 
A beautiful sunshiny day!  Our neighbors Mr. & 
Mrs. Wellman Holbrook celebrated their 25th 
anniversary of marriage tonight – they live first 
across a narrow cliff edge street fronting our house 
– and did us the pleasure to divide their gayeties 
with us by using both our homes for the beautiful 
function.  Probably 100 of their friends trooped 
through both homes – drinking, eating, talking, 
dancing, etc.  It was a beautiful evening & [?] 
by the crowd of our mutual friends.  “Drinking” 
means only light drinks – but I fear some of the 
hardier ones indulged in darker drinks later! 

Diary 45, 1937 
April 21-23 

-21st – 
John Harris, son of Dick Harris, who with Joe 
Juneau located the first mining claims in the Gold 
Creek basin in Oct. 1880 loaned me the two pages 
of the Grubstake account for supplies sold to the 
H&P Co. (Hill & Pilz) for use on their trip to search 
the coasts about the Taku and Berners bay & Gold 
Creek.  Had them photographed by Ordway.  Keep 
both negatives – 2 copies of each & returned 
originals to John today. 

-22nd – 
In the office as usual. 

-23d- 
LeFevre is getting the report I wrote for the Board 
of Referees in the 

Diary 45, 1937 
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23 
Monagle case typed for our signatures – if they all 
agree on it. 

-24th - 
I brought the original statement of Account of the 
grubstake supplies bought by Hill & Pilz dated July 
17th – 1880 at store of N.A. Fuller, Sitka, which 
they bought for Harris & Juneau when they started 
next day for prospecting from Sumdum to Berners 

bay – where they located gold first on Gold creek – 
gave John a good photograph copy of the original 
accounts and the sum of Ten ($1000) dollars for the 
two sheets of this rare historical document!! 

Diary 45, 1937 
April 24-26 

24th continued. 
Also gave Johnny Harris – half breed, but a good 
English scholar a copy of my “Bibliography of 
Alaskan Literature” 

-25- 
Sunday – at home till noon. 
In the office later looking up some law matters. 

-26th - 
Judge LeFevre delivered my findings in Monagle 
case – typewritten – said he had read whole record 
carefully & corrected typed copy.  I compared the 
original with copies & corrected small typographical 
errors – delivered copy to Winn for reading and 
suggestions.  Hope to get 5 copies signed 
tomorrow & filed with clerk of the District Court! 

Diary 45, 1937 
April 27 

-27th – 
LeFevre, Winn & I signed the Findings of Fact in 
the Monagle case in my office today.  Winn took 
the official report up to the Court House – he will 
file it with the Clerk of the District Court & give a 
duplicate copy, - one to the U.S. Atty.  We called 
Roden in & gave him a duplicate here & had him 
acknowledge service.  Winn will secure same from 
U.S. Atty. & that ends our duty & service in the 
matter.  The report is, of course, “Not Guilty,”  on 
every charge made against Monagle – a just 
verdict we all agree! 

Diary 45, 1937 
April 28-30 

-28th – 
[clipping] 

MONAGLE FOUND 
NOT GUILTY OF 
MISPRACTICES 

Bar Association Committee 
Clears Attorney of Mis- 

conduct Allegations 
M.E. Monagle, widely known Juneau attorney 

and Divisional Chairman of the Democratic party, 
has been completely exonerated by a Bar 
Association committee named by Federal Judge 
George F. Alexander to consider the charge of 



professional mispractice which had been placed 
against him. 

The committee, made up of Judge H.B. LeFevre, 
Judge James Wickersham and Attorney Grover C. 
Winn, found that Monagle was not guilty in any way 
of conduct which it had been alleged at the hearing 
was unprofessional or unethical as an officer of the 
court. 

The charge arose out of the Harold Barrett case 
in which Barrett was found guilty of perjury and is 
now in McNeil Island penitentiary serving a 
sentence.  It was alleged that Monagle failed as a 
practicing officer of the court to properly certify 
certain witnesses.  Findings of the Bar Association 
committee refute the allegations. 
 
Meeting of the partners in the quarrel between Al. 
White and Dr. R.H. Williams and his father over the 
White-Williams accounts in re the Sea View 
Apartments in my office today – just a threat on 
Whites side, to gain a settlement to suit himself. 

-29th – 
[blank] 

-30th - 
Same as usual in the office. 
Williams returned Whites papers to me. – I asked 
Henry Roden to work them over! 

Diary 45, 1937 
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-30th continued – 
Nelson I. Beers, who studied law with me – 
admitted, married etc. went back to Conn. some 
months ago – took his wife & baby back to visit his 
family – returned to Juneau, 2 or 3 weeks ago – left 
today with the private announcement that he was 
going to Washington, D.C.  His family did not return 
with him – still in Conn – probably on the hunt for a 
contract – or an office!  Anyway he closed up his 
business here – sold his office furniture – he had 
sold his home before he made his last trip to Conn.  
Evidently he intends to remain for a long stay in the 
east! 

Diary 45, 1937 
May 1-3 

May 1st 1937. 
Grace & her sister-in-law, Mrs. Dolores Vrooman, 
Daniel & Ruth are all getting ready to go to Seattle 
about the last of May – Grace & Dolores to settle 

up the Estate of Henry, Graces brother – Dolores 
former husband – Allen, Fronde & Hilen, attorneys 
are looking after the Estate – and doing it well, too. 

-2nd – 
Sunday.  Same as usual on Sunday. 

-3rd - 
Letters from Stoll, in Isaacs v Bralaska case and he 
will be here in a week on first boat & wants me to 
go to Anchorage to try Isaacs case:  Also sent copy 
of Deposition of McDonald in that case for me to 
see etc. 

Diary 45, 1937 
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-4th - 
Jack Hawkes, Dyrdahl & Hofstead returned today 
from their prospecting trip to Kuiu island searching 
for Hungerfords alleged location of manganese 
wad which he told them he found there:  Jack 
comes back with doubts etc. & says Hungerford 
misled them etc. but declares that Dyrdahl found 
some two miles away from the supposed 
manganese a great body of Cobalt, of enormous 
size & value.  I have heard so many wonderful 
“finds” of minerals by prospectors that I am always 
skeptical until assays are made by my competent 
experts that I am always doubtful at first – it may 
be true and it may not!  New its cobalt & silver – he 
says it is in volcanic outflow – which may really 
exist there as it probably 

Diary 45, 1937 
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has connection with the volcanic conditions of the 
south end of Admiralty island – which the 
geological maps do show.  He is to have the rock 
examined by B.D. Stewarts expert today – which 
may show whether it is cobalt & silver or not.  I 
hope he is correct in his diagnosis - but 

-May 5th 1937- 
Received a long and very persuasive letter from 
Darrell urging me earnestly not to go into the 
Chappell’s Insurance scheme of organizing a 
Territorial Ins. Co. which he desires me to do as 
the President of the Territorial Corporation & as a 
stockholder.  I am inclined to accept Darrells 
judgment and withdraw from the company, before I 
get in. 
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Diary 45, 1937 
May 5 

-May 5th 1937- 
Jack Hawkes, Capt.            Hofstead, Louis 
Dyrdahl, have heretofore secretly consulted with 
me as their respective Atty in relation to the law 
touching the location of placer deposits on Kuiu & 
other islands west of Petersburg, Alaska, which 
they were considering prospecting and locating for 
Manganese, Nickel, Silver or other minerals 
associated therewith.  When Capt. Hofstead first 
called & talked to me about these prospects I told 
him to consult with Hawkes, who makes a specialty 
of searching for such metals & he did so.  Hawkes 
made also a special trip to Glacier bay some 
weeks ago – consulting with me about the 
scleration[?] there.  I gave him books 
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5 
pamphlets, with many photographic drawing f the 
conditions in Glacier bay to study in connection 
with his visits there.  On that trip he visited one of 
my friends who lived on Lemesurier island, off the 
mouth of Glacier bay & talked manganese and 
other rare minerals over with him, etc. etc.  Later – 
3 or 4 weeks ago Hawkes, Hofstead, Dyrdahl and 
[Hungerford] (Hofstead and [Hungerford] both 
reside in Petersburg) Hawkes & Dyrdahl in Juneau) 
visited Kuiu island & made some locations – of 
supposed manganese – they quarreled because 
[Hungerford] claimed he had made the original 
discovery & he located six claims for himself and 
seems to have declared his rights to be 

Diary 45, 1937 
May 5 

5 
be independent from the other members.  Within 
the last month Hofstead, Hawkes & Dyrdahl made 
another prospecting journey to Kuiu island, and 
prospected alone in a distant part some 2 or 3 
miles or more away from the locality where they 
had been with [Hungerford] and found a new 
prospect.  they 3 located some 16 claims which 
they found to be Cobalite, Nickel and associated 
mineral, and returned to Juneau last week with 
many samples for assay – specimens examined by 
the U.S. expert in D.B. Stewarts U.S. office, & are 
very much excited over this new discovery.  
Hawkes & Dyrdahl came to my library this evening 

Diary 45, 1937 
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5 
and conferred with me about the law relating to the 
location of such lode claims.  I advised them that 
their former staking was not in accordance with the 
U.S. Statutes and told them it was the best thing to 
do to go back to the island at once and amend their 
plan and stake the ground, mark the boundaries 
etc. to comply with the U.S. Statutes in such cases.  
Dyrdahl went home and Hawkes told me of his own 
troubles in relation to locating lode claims & asked 
me to assist them – himself anyway – to secure 
correct and legal location so that his wife might 
locate with Hofstead & Dyrdahl, by Power of 
Attorney.  Mrs. H- was present and conferred with 
us and urged legal locations in her own name 

Diary 45, 1937 
May 5 

5 
by power of attorney, so that Jack could escape his 
obligations with a N.Y. broker with whom he had 
entered into a contract when he was last in N.Y. 
trying to dispose of the Percy Pond gold claims on 
the south side of Berner’s Bay, & other obligations 
– probably the suit brought by Beers for his wifes 
family to recover the amount loaned to Jack to 
build a boat which lies in the Juneau harbor – 
attached by creditors etc.  I advised Jack & his wife 
to get their various affairs relating to the Kuiu Is. 
mines reduced to writing – to hire a lawyer & do 
things in writing so as to avoid lawsuits in the 
future. Jack told me he had employed Frank Foster 
& had advised with him – Foster told him 
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5 
the most recent locations of Cobalt & nickel – that 
the Notices of location were bad – not in 
compliance with law & I scanned the sketches of 
ground and plan of locations – distances etc. and 
told him  Fosters advise was correct & that the 
claims ought to be correctly discussed in the 
Notices etc.  He and Mrs. Hawkes, said they would 
get me to go over their papers and reduce their 
business affairs with Dyrdahl & Folstad to writing 
etc.  I think Jack is erratic and vulnerable in 
business, and mining too – he told me eh did not 
know what mineral was represented in the 
specimens they brought from Kuiu Is until the 
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5 
expert (Rowan?) in Stewarts office told him it was 
cobalt & nickel!!  He owes me for 5 or 6 months 
rent – sleeps till noon and has no money!  He is 
conducting his business “on a shoestring” basis, & 
keeps no records!! 

-6th - 
Jack Hawks, true to his usual habits told me this 
evening that he had concluded not to have his 
agreements with Dyrdahl & Hofstead reduced to 
writing as I advised, but, as he said “would just let it 
ride.”  He has “illusions of great wealth,” the shoe 
string is gold to him.  I hope he wins and pays his 
rent anyway! 
In the office as usual. 

Diary 45, 1937 
May 7 

-7th - 
Chappell, organizer of the Alaska General 
Insurance Co. called & talked over his success in 
securing stockholders at Sitka.  He seems 
enthusiastic about getting talk promises at Sitka 
from Kettleson & others.  I am getting doubtful 
about the matter & told Harry Watson so this 
morning but said little to Chappell.  I urged to Harry 
that I thought the Company ought to have a 
younger man as President of the Company.  He 
thought I ought to take the office – but recognized 
my suggestions as to age etc. as worthy of 
consideration.  I feel that Darrells ideas are much 
better than my own inexperience & I may conclude 
to withdraw from connections with the Co. 

Diary 45, 1937 
May 8 

-8th - 
Saturday – Bar Assoc. Luncheon.  Grace has been 
busy when not working at home in repairing and 
getting my house between the Pres. Church & 
Bishop Apts. ready for occupancy – she is an 
industrious creature – busy looking after our 
houses.  Mr. & Mrs. J.A. Hellenthal called & spent 
last evening at our home.  Dolores is preparing her 
clothes & Daniels for her journey on May 20th to 
Seattle to arrange her home there for the future.  
Grace will go with her to close up the estate of 
Henry Vrooman, - Graces brother who died in 
Spain 18 months or so ago.  Grace is executrix & 
Guardian of Daniel etc. 

Diary 45, 1937 
May 9-10 

-9- 
Mr. W.W. Stoll, Sec. for Bralaska M. Co. defendant 
in Isaacs v B.M. Co. passed through Juneau today 
on the Alaska SS. boat & came to my office for a 
conference in re. that case.  We went over it 
carefully – I sent all my papers in the case by Stall 
to Arthur G. Thompson, at Anchorage where Stall 
is going – he will telegraph me when the case will 
be heard and asked me come there at that time 
and try the case – with Thompson assistant.  He 
carried all the necessary evidence with him. 

-10th - 
Recd. letter from Luther C. Hess, Fairbanks 
containing check for $20416 due me on sale of 
Goldstake mine on Little Eldorado creek in which I 
own 1/20 interest. 

Diary 45, 1937 
May 11-12 

-11th – 
[clipping] 
Famed Attorney 
Here to Get 
Brownie Trophy 

Slipping away from his San Francisco law 
practice which has won him national recognition, 
J.L. McNab arrived this morning to practice another 
art-the art of putting a bullet in the right place to 
stop a brown bear. 

With “Red” Williams as his guide, the widely 
known attorney was making arrangements today 
for a bear hunting expedition to Admiralty, 
Chichagof and Baranof Islands.  While here, Mr. 
McNab is the guest of former Mayor Goldstein. 

Present at the affair this evening will be Gov. 
John W. Troy, George Parks, Judge and Mrs. 
James E. Wickersham, Mr. and Mrs. H.L. Faulkner, 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Goldstein and Grover C. 
Winn. 
 
Same as usual in office. 
Enjoy dinner with Mr. & Mrs. Goldstein & company 
& particularly hearing Mr. McNab talk law cases to 
the gentlemen while the ladies played bridge in 
another room. 

-12th - 
Settled the case of Thomas Hd. Co v Gorham, very 
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satisfactory – same as with other parties a year 
ago: Stabler’s stubbornness held us in suspension 
for that period but finally he yielded.  Received two 
copies of the new Alaska Reports, vol 8th giving me 
more credit than I deserve.  Very glad to get it in 
print. 

Diary 45, 1937 
May 13 

-13th - 
Sent my son a copy of 8th Alaska Rept. and wrote 
him a long letter, etc.  Conferred with Trites 
foreman, Reacey, about employing Jim York, but 
could not get a satisfactory result.  I learn from 
Faulkner that Trites will discharge all his men at the 
Berners Bay Mines & close down Because, the 
Legislature passed a tax bill increasing all taxes on 
mining properties!!  Called Roden in and talked to 
him about taking over the Indian Land case – 
Tlingit & Haida v United States  Gave him copy of 
the Act of Congress authorizing Indians to sue for 
their possessory value – also my printed statement 
refusing to work in “reassociation” with Paul and – 
asked him to read & think. 

Diary 45, 1937 
May 14-15 

-14th – 
Conference with Chappell, Henry Roden & I over 
personnel of Alaska General Ins. Co. – Chappell 
will go to Fairbanks & other interior towns on first 
plane to work up interest in stock etc.  They insist 
on making me president of the company for first 
year.  I have tried to shoulder it off on Gov. Parks & 
others, but so far without success. 

-15th - 
Chappell cannot go to Fairbanks on the airplane – 
the Chena river is high – in flood – and airplanes 
cannot land at Fairbanks field – he will go on 
steamer via Seward & Railroad.  Stenographer 
assisting in my correspondence to data – Bowden! 

Diary 45, 1937 
May 16-18 

-16- 
Sunday – Enjoyed a walk up the Basin road with 
Daniel H. Vrooman – 7 years old – bright, 
intelligent boy, with active mind and energetic 
body.  He will go to Seattle with his mother & 
Grace on Thursday – 20th to get settled in some 
boys school – he has made good progress in 
acquiring English & at school this winter – he 
needs association with a good school of boys – 

polish etc. 
-17th – 

In the office as usual – Searching title of Mining 
claims for John Wagner! 

-18th - 
Same as yesterday – wrote to Darrell – Pyle, from 
Anchorage called –  

Diary 45, 1937 
May 18-20 
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also Ross & wife from Fairbanks.  They have been 
outside for 2 months, went via San Francisco, by 
steamer through the Panama Canal, to New York 
etc.  Many Alaskans make that round trip. 
Ruth is getting ready to go south with Grace, 
Dolores & Daniel on the 20th. 

-19- 
Grace & Dolores are busy packing their trunks for 
their trip to Seattle on the Northland.  Ruth will not 
go until a later boat! thereby hangs a tale! 

-20th - 
Grace, Dolores & Daniel go south tonight on the 
SS. Northland.  A Mr. & Mrs.        Smith, from 
Texas called to talk about Indians! 

Diary 45, 1937 
May 20-21 

20 
Grace, Dolores & Daniel embarked on the Steamer 
for Seattle at 1130, to get the Vrooman Estate 
settled - & to get Dolores & Daniel settled, too.  An 
hour or two the chill came on – not bad but growing 
worse & I could not go to the steamer to see them 
off.  I went to bed before they left the house and 
the chill grew worse.  Ruth filled a hot water bag – 
for me, which helped but it continued to grow 
worse – all night. 

-21st - 
Had a bad night with the worst chill I ever had!  I 
am still cold this morning  Another bad chill – got 
Dr. Dawes to look after me.  Ruth & Mrs. Webster 
are in the House together & Mrs. Hawkes, so all I 
need to do is to chill – shake & 
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and sleep between fits of agone[?]. 

-20th – 25th - 
I have been confined in the house with the result of 
heavy chills beginning the night Grace, Dolores & 
Daniel left for Seattle, with Dr. Dawes giving me 



such attention as I needed – nothing much except 
visiting me once a day to see – I think – that I did 
not eat too much, and smoked none!  The 
Faulkners & neighbors came in to see if I was 
being cared for by Ruth, Mrs. Webster & the 
Hawkes.  Hawkes got home from his mining trip to 
Kuiu island & reports oodles of what he & his 
experts think are silver, nickel, & other allied ores 
there in spewed out volcano debris!! 

Diary 45, 1937 
May 25 

25 
Last evening Mrs. Holbrook & Ruth & I spent two 

pleasant hours in the library reading rough-neck 
poetry & visiting.  Pat. O’Cotters pomes were 
enjoyed most, but many another also. 

-May 25th 1936.- 
Back in the office today, but I do not feel fully 
recovered – but enjoyed a good breakfast and will 
begin work.  Am writing a letter to my nephew 
James W. Wickersham, Patoka, Illinois, suggesting 
that he take up the study of typing & shorthand 
dictation – and offering him some assistance in 
case he thinks well of that project.  His picture 
reminds me of my own appearance in Patoka at his 
age & he interests me.  Some 
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friends spent an hour with me in my library – they 
congratulated me on the receipt of the Diploma as 
Doctor of Laws from the Agri. College and School 
of Mines – which was first hung this week in my 
library. 

-26th – 
Down to the office – Breakfast at Mrs. Jacobsons 
with Ruth.  More company in the library this 
evening. 

-27th - 
Dr. Hedlicka called & will come to the house this 
evening for an hour!  Ruth leaves tonight on the 
North Sea for Seattle.  Mrs. Webster, her son & 
daughter with me until Grace returns.  Writing a bit 
in the office, also business matters & getting ready 
for court June 7th. 
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Dr. Hedlicka spent a pleasant hour in my library, 
praised the contents & advised strongly that it 

ought not to be deposited in the University of 
Alaska but in a National depository!  Said he would 
deposit his Ms. books etc in the Smithsonian & 
suggested that place for my library –as a gift!  This 
last suggestion does not meet with my approval. 

-28th - 
Henry Roden has talked with Wm L. Paul and tells 
me that Paul told him he intended to hold up the 
Indian Land suit, which I prepared, for the recovery 
of the possessory value of their lands in S.E. 
Alaska until his son graduates in  
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the U. of Washington as a lawyer – in next year 
1938; that he will put the son in charge of the suit, 
& they will manage it through a group – suit of Paul 
and his relatives & let the rest of the Indians look 
out for themselves!! etc.  I am to have the Smiths, 
and a Mr. Ernie Pyle, who is a Scripps-Howard 
Newspaper man here looking, like the Smiths for 
stories!  It may be Mike Sullivan will also call & if so 
I will go have a good evening talk!  They all 
reported at 7 p.m. & we had a very enjoyable 
evening.  Mr. Pyle is a very interesting man, small 
in stature but possessed of a keen intellect a vast 
fund of information & a ready wit – a good sensible 
fellow. 

Diary 45, 1937 
May 29-31 

-29th – 
The Bar Assoc. automobiled out to Al Whites cabin 
some 10 miles out by Auke Bay for lunch – they 
came for me to go but I did not feel like making the 
trip out there to eat bad grub and drink worse 
liquor, so I declined their invitation. 

-30th – 
Memorial Day – Sunday – rainy.  Nothing doing so 
I remained at home.  Received a nice letter form 
Grace – just arriving in Seattle – so nothing new. 

-31st - 
Monday:  The Legion paraded today with band & 
flags – holiday – town quiet.  Wrote Grace a nice 
letter on the “Aleutian” going south.  Threats of war 
between Germany over Spain! 

Diary 45, 1937 
June 1 

-June 1st 1937.- 
Recd. letter from R.J. Peratovich, Klawock, with 
type written scheme for organizing the Indians into 
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a sort of a partnership plan to engage in business, 
etc.:  The writer asks my advice about the plan, but 
it is so immature & doubtful, in view of the 
Wheeler-Howard Act of Congress that I shall 
advise him to send it to the Sec. of the Interior with 
his inquiries.  Of course I will not advise him or the 
Indians to adopt it or any other half prepared plan 
put out by Wm L. Paul, for I think it a dangerous 
arrangement and our likely to bring loss and 
damage to the Indians - & nothing good!  It does 
not seem to apply in any way with the Wheeler-
Howard Act. 

Diary 45, 1937 
June 2-3 

-June 2.- 
Busy but nothing done of importance worked on 
Ms. on Mining in Juneau Gold Belt – giving special 
attention to the old Bear’s Nest fraud – very 
interesting.  I am lonesome for Grace – but quite 
recovered from my recent illness. 

-3- 
Grover C. Winn came in and asked me to head a 
movement by the Bar Assoc. to indorse Judge 
Alexander for reappointment!  I told him I would not 
do it, and advised that the Democrats – the New 
Dealers – ought to attend to the matter.  He called 
attention to the fact that Judge Gore & other Rep. 
lawyers at Ketchikan had already acted agreeably 
to that 

Diary 45, 1937 
June 3-5 

3 
idea, but I refused to take any lead in the matter.  I 
went over and talked to Faulkner – he thinks the 
same as I do – the Democrats have made all 
appointments only upon the recommendations of 
their local Democratic Committeemen – let them 
follow that rule! now – We Republicans have not be 
consulted in a single appointment – so why make a 
change in the matter now? 

-4th – 
Same as usual in the office. 

-5th - 
Lunch at Bar Assoc. at Percy’s new Restaurant on 
Front St.  Grover C. Winn & Jack Hellenthal moved 
to have the Assoc. endorse Judge Alexander, 
Holzheimer for U.S. Atty. Mahoney for U.S. 
Marshal  

Diary 45, 1937 
June 5 

5 
Folta for Asst. Atty et.  I voted against the scheme 
on the ground that 4 years ago the Democrats 
solemnly agreed with their local committees that no 
appointments should be made only upon a majority 
vote of the local committees!  I made no objections 
to either of the proposed candidates but insisted 
that the Democratic organization out to keep their 
pledges to their committees & get them to endorse 
the candidates.  LeFevre put the resolution – a 
faint approval by Aye was made & he refused to 
call for the Nays!  though his attention was called 
to that fact.  I announced my opposition on the 
grounds mentioned, openly but the endorsement 
will be made any way! 

Diary 45, 1937 
June 6-7 

-6th – 
Had reoccurrence of my chill – but not bad.  Letters 
from Grace, Ruth & a few unimportant business 
matters.  In bed most of the day. 

-7th - 
District Court in session today.  Inquired of Judge 
Alexander if he wanted us to reargue the case of 
Femmer v City of Juneau, et. al.  I told him we had 
argued it twice before & each side has prepared & 
filed written briefs etc.  He said he had forgotten 
the matter – our briefs were filed 6 months ago – 
he set the mater for hearing for the 3rd time on 
Friday, June 11th at 2.p.m.!! 

Diary 45, 1937 
June 8 

-8th - 
Letters from Grace, Ruth & a dozen others – 
mostly business.  Wrote to Winden, Tacoma, 
authorizing him to sell my C. St. home 2 &3/4 lots 
& house for $6,500, on monthly terms.  The Seattle 
Chamber of Commerce here on special boat.  
Dance at the Elks Hall for them tonight.  I did not 
attend any of their functions.  Searched the records 
to find if John Wagner had patent to his Salmon 
Creek mines – none to be found – asked Gov. 
Parks in charge of the Land Survey office to write 
to the Dept. in Washington & inquire if any had 
ever issued, but I think not.  Fitzgerald & his 
geological aids on the boat going to Good News 
Bay! 



Diary 45, 1937 
June 9-11 

-9th – 
Same as usual in the office. 

-10th – 
Dinner with the McKinnons – The Joegers – Mr. & 
Mrs. there.  Gov. Parks, Simpson Mc. wife & son – 
who is growing up to be a fine big boy.  Getting 
ready to argue the Femmer v Juneau case 
tomorrow for 3rd time! 
Wrote letters to Grace & Ruth. 

-11th - 
Argument of Femmer v Juneau & Northland Trans. 
Co. 3rd time!!  The Judge wont read our briefs & 
quickly forgets the arguments for both sides.  I did 
not take part in the argument 

Diary 45, 1937 
June 11 

11 
of the case before Judge Alexander.  Roden made 
the presentation for the plaintiff.  Faulkner for the 
defendant.  I was rather disappointed at Rodens 
presentation of our side & thought he did not stress 
the vital points in our case.  Faulkner was much 
more forceful and satisfactory, the judge did not 
seem to understand the case, and took it under 
advisement, promising to do something in another 
week. 
Met Bishop Rowe, Episcopal, with Dean & Mrs. 
Rice, at the dining room – the bishop is getting old 
& feeble – he is 82 years old – but still happy & 
friendly! 

Diary 45, 1937 
June 12-13 

-12th – 
Same as usual in the office. 
Jack Hawks & “Jackie” returned this morning from 
a weeks “outing” on Montana-McGinnis Creek – 
hoping to get a bear – but did not secure anything 
larger or more dangerous than a flock of mosquito 
bites. 

-13th - 
Sunday:  Attended Episcopal Church service to 
meet Bishop Rowe again – hear him preach – and 
show him one of my picture books containing 
photographic pictures of Rev. W. Sims of his 
church preaching to the Indians at “Fort Reliance 
(7 miles or so north of where Dawson, Y.T. now 
stands) 

Diary 45, 1937 
June 13-14 

13 
in Sept. 1883! also a photo of Anvik, about the 
same period – (the Bishop is enroute there to 
attend its establishment Fifty years ago), and a 
picture of old Fort Yukon (same period) showing 
Rev. Sims,                   and a group of Indians – 
with the old F.t. Yukon buildings in the background.  
Left the book after church with Dean Rice – told 
him to give it to his son Jack to bring back 
tomorrow. 

-14- 
I wrote an additional Brief on the law questions 
involved in the Femmer case yesterday – had it 
typed today & filed with Judge Alexander – who 
seems to be working on the preparation 

Diary 45, 1937 
June 14-15 

14 
of his opinion in that long neglected case.  He 
found my brief of last January today when I went in 
his office with his clerk to deliver my Additional 
Brief.  Heintzleman, Forest Service manager is 
much interested in putting up some sort of a 
monument to Kowee, the Auk Chief.  Mrs. “Stroller” 
White ran across an article in “The Alaska Journal” 
of June 10, 1893, written by E.O. Sylvester, for 
Harpers, about the cremation of Chief Kowee.  
Heintzleman is preparing to put some kind of a 
monument over the spot where his bones are 
buried. 

-15th - 
Recd. letters from Grace in Los Angeles.  She was 
arranging to leave Dolores and Daniel with Mrs. 
Miles etc & then come home 

Diary 45, 1937 
June 15-16 

15 
In the office as usual, nothing much important.  
Had a meeting yesterday at Percy’s restaurant with 
the group interested in the General Ins. Co.  
Chappell had returned from his trip as far as 
Fairbanks & made oral report – favorable but 
reports cannot secure payments in cash on stock 
subscriptions until September 1st.  Did not sound 
very enthusiastic to me, but may be all right! 

-16th - 
Same as usual.  Dinner tonight with Mr. & Mrs. 
Dick Lewis, at their rooms in the Assembly.  Got a 
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settlement on the Dairy’s collection with Smith.  
Wrote letters to Grace, Ruth Frank Colter[?] & 
Darrell. 

Diary 45, 1937 
June 17 

-17th - 
A Mr. Flynn called while the SS. “Prince Rupert” – 
Canadian boat, was in port, to ask for information 
about the Lincoln Totem pole, standing at Tongass 
island – for Mr.                                   I exhibited the 
Lincoln photos & data & advised him to get a copy 
of the Sunset Magazine of the date when my article 
was printed- & information therein. 
Later Gov. Troys daughter telephoned saying that 
Ex. Gov. George White, of Ohio, was at the 
mansion & wished to see me.  I called and had a 
pleasant visit with Gov White & his new wife – 
knew him in Congress – squabbled with him over 
the Alaska Railroad bill – he opposed its passage! 

Diary 45, 1937 
June 17-18 

17 
Gov White is on the SS. “Prince Rupert,” enroute to 
Dawson, via Skagway – will also go down the 
Yukon – up the Tanana to Fairbanks, and then, as 
he pleasantly added “out to the coast over our 
Railroad.”  He is a fine man – jolly & good natured 
& we talked over our many mutual acquaintances 
in Congress while he was there as Congressman 
from Ohio, etc. 

-18th - 
Wrote letters relating to business correspondence.  
Enjoyed hearing Gov. White discuss political 
matters last evening at Gov. Troys.  White is an old 
time Democrat, but does not agree with the 
President Roosevelt on his Supreme Court position 
– says the President will lose out on that matter! 

Diary 45, 1937 
June 19 

-19th - 
Saturday – Bar Assoc. dinner by Judge Alexander 
at Robertsons  present, Gov. Troy, Judge 
Alexander, Marshal Mahoney, Dist. Atty 
Holzheimer, Asst. Dist. Atty George Folta, 
Faulkner, Robertson, Winn, a Mr. Moe, book (law) 
agent for West Pub. Co., Frey, ditto for Callahan 
BK. Co. Judge LeFevre, Pres. Attys Bar Assoc. 
Frank Foster, Sec. Jack Hellenthal, & all the other 
members of the Juneau bar.  Lunch – much liquor, 
beer, cigars etc. 

Rainy day – no sense[?] & little humor. 
The West Pub Co. St. Paul, Minn. is turning the 
“Alaska Reports” Wickersham” into a new name.  
“Alaska Federal Reports” – I suppose they will 
rebind the books with that change in the name, 

Diary 45, 1937 
June 19 

19 
 and omit my name as editor, since they 
understand I will be unable to keep pace with age 
and Future work.  They have also denounced that 
they will issue an Alaska Digest in 5 volumes – all 
this requires the change which is interesting and 
not disappointing to me – for the first 8 volumes 
under my name cannot be changed except by 
rebinding.  The 8 old volumes, issued and 
delivered to the trade will always remain in their 
present shape and be more valuable as curios, 
even when the same books are renamed, rebound 
and added to the new set of “Alaska Federal 
Reports.” 

The Editor in Chief, Mr. L.S. Mercer, 
Diary 45, 1937 
June 19 

19 
wrote to me under date of June 10th inst. informing 
me of the purpose of the Company to issue the 
Digest, and asking me to prepare a historical 
outline of the preparation and publication of the 
Reports, and the organization of the Alaska courts 
beginning with the first reference to Alaska 
litigation.  It is rather a complicated scheme, and 
will require me to give the matter close study 
before I attempt to write the historical outline.  In 
his letter Editor in Chief Mercer says of the 
preparations of the “Brief resume” he wishes 
written for inclusion in the Digest.“  We are 
preparing a complete digest of all reported Alaska 
opinions.  In some other 

Diary 45, 1937 
June 19 

19 
Digests we have included a brief resume of the 
judicial system and courts with a tabulation of 
those who have served as members of the court 
with the dates of such service.  We believe that 
merrly[?] the year is sufficient.  These have proved 
to be of considerable interest to the members of 
the bar of the respective jurisdictions, and in each 
instance of state digests, such have been carried 



over the signature of the Chief Justice of the 
highest court of the state.  We feel the very 
character of the article warrants such.  In Alaska 
we know of none other over whose signature such 
an article should appear than your good self.  We 
assume that your connection with the courts of 
Alaska has been such as to 

Diary 45, 1937 
June 19-20 

19 
enable you to prepare such an article form the 
material already in your files. 
If so and you would feel disposed to prepare such 
within the next ninety days we would be very 
pleased to publish same for the Alaska bar in the 
front of one of the volumes of the Digest,” etc.  
Naturally I will undertake to write the “brief resume” 
as requested. 

-20th - 
Sunday – I have had no letter from Grace for a 
week or more and no information that she has 
begun her journey northward.  She is probably 
having to give more time to Dolores & Daniel & 
their estate in the probate court in Seattle than she 
anticipated.  Will be glad to see her name in the list 
of passengers. 

Diary 45, 1937 
June 21-22 

-21st – 
Letter from Grace – she is in Seattle, but wrote her 
letter an hour after arriving there so could – did not 
tell me when she would start home – but I pledge 
as soon as she & lawyer Allen could arrange the 
matter of Henry’s estate.  She left Dolores & Daniel 
in Los Angeles – Nothing new. 
Except beautiful weather. 

-22d- 
The longest days & nights in the year.  Mr. Moe, 
agent for the West Publishing Co. spent an hour 
with me in my library last evening discussing 
Alaska Reports.  Digests, Federal Reports (Alaska) 
etc.  He was quite interested in my copy of 
Dawson’s First Alaska pamphlet! 

Diary 45, 1937 
June 22-24 

-22 continued- 
Bent Elsted, insurance man, came in to see me – 
told me he had been one of the ten original 
members to meet with Chappell, who tentatively 
organized the Alaska General Ins. Co. matter, with 

an agreement between Chappell & the ten that 
they were to have a special price of 33-1/3% – or 
rather to get them stock for 33-1/3%, with a private 
agreement with Chappell!  And Chappell has told 
me that there was to be no graft in the 
organization! 

-23d- 
Sunday – nothing important. 

-24th - 
Telegram from Grace saying “I am leaving for 
Juneau on the McKinley Wednesday evening.” 
Busy in the office today. 

Diary 45, 1937 
June 25-26 

-25th – 
The “McKinley” Alaska SS. Co. boat will reach 
Juneau tomorrow – with Grace.  I am working on a 
Brief Resume of the Judicial System & Courts of 
Alaska Ter. for West Pub. Co. for inclusion in their 
proposed Alaska Digest. 

-26th - 
Grace returned this evening on the SS. McKinley 
from her trip with Dolores & Daniel – She left them 
with Mrs. Miles in Los Angeles, Cal.  I was very 
glad to see her home once more. 
Letter from Darrell also – he will take Jane back to 
her home in Pennsylvania & make a trip to N.Y. – 
gone from his home in S.F. for 6 weeks. 

Diary 45, 1937 
June 27-28 

-27th – 
It seems good to have Grace home! – it is good!  
Sunday and I took a walk up the new road into the 
Gold creek basin – the first one.  I am studying the 
request of the West Law Publishing Co’s plan of 
preparing a brief resume of the development of 
government of law in Alaska. 

-28th - 
Busy in the office – on the Resume, & securing 
data in favor of proving up on John Sargents 
homestead.  He is in the insane asylum at 
Essondale, British Columbia! but has a good tract 
of land near Juneau – across the Channel just west 
of the Douglas island new bridge, which must be 
saved if possible 

Diary 45, 1937 
June 28-30 

28 
and as his guardian it is my job! 

-29th – 
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Busy in the office:  Called and had a talk with 
Henry Watson, Gov. Troys secretary, about Jim 
Yorks financial needs and how to meet these.  I 
fixed up York’s application for an old age pension 
yesterday, -Recd. $5000 check from Harry McCain, 
Ketchikan lawyer – payment for assistance in 
securing divorce for Mrs. Johnson a Haida woman 
who teaches school at Kake Indian village. 

-30th - 
Same as usual in the office. 
Working on Resume of Courts & laws for West 
Publishing Co. Alaska Digest. 

Diary 45, 1937 
July 1 

-July 1st - 
Same as usual in the office. 
I examined the newly printed Session Laws of 
1937, - just off the press.  Discovered that the 
legislature adjourned March 11th, but that the 
Governor did not sign the Liquor Act & 
Appropriation bill until Mch 12th – after the 
Legislature had adjourned & gone home!  See 
section 14, of the Organic Act – the Governor 
ought to have signed all bills before adjournment – 
but did not!  Acts signed after adjournment – Void!  
Called Harry Watson – he told me he tried to get 
the Gov. to sign – but he would not.  Everybody in 
Legislature Drunk!  Probably Gov (?) 

Diary 45, 1937 
July 2-3 

-2nd – 
Working on resume of Courts & Laws for West 
Pub. Co. for Alaska Digest. 

-3rd - 
Saturday, disappointed that Judge Alexander did 
not render his decision in the case of Femmer v 
City & Northland Co.!  I am told he has it prepared, 
but after two years waiting he does not deliver the 
baby.  Most of his spare hours are spent in playing 
cards in the Elks club.  Lawyers Luncheon at 
Percy’s at noon – the newspaper tale that the U.S. 
Senate had passed a bill to extend the term of the 
Territorial judges to 10 years.  Meeting instructed 
its secretary to send a telegram to Delegate 
Dimond to send us a synopsis of the bill!! 

Diary 45, 1937 
July 4-6 

-4- 
Sunday.  Much noise by boys.  Stanley & David 
Heisel, the sons of our neighbors – ages 14 & 16, 

about, were drowned while swimming in the cold 
waters of a creek below Mendenhall Glacier today.  
They were fine boys, loved by everybody who 
knew them & we are very pined for their parents.  
Worked all day on the Resume of Courts etc. for 
the West Publ. Co. Digest of Alaska Reports. 

-5th – 
Same as yesterday in the office. 

-6th - 
I finished my Resume of the Courts & Laws for 
creating Civil Government in Alaska for West Pub. 
Co. St. Paul & forwarded it to L.S. Mercer, 
Counsel. 

Diary 45, 1937 
July 7 

-7th - 
In the office as usual:  Received the Congressional 
Record of June        1937, containing copy of 
record of Senate in passage of Senate Bill 
increasing the term of the District Judges in Alaska 
& other Territories to 10 years. 
Also Senate proceedings in respect to 
appropriations for Bureau of Indian Affairs –
speeches of Senator Chavez, of New Mexico 
opposing – also Senators Clark, of Mo. Wheeler & 
King of Montana criticising Collier, of Com. of 
Indian Affairs for waste, & violations of law in 
operation of Bureau etc. bitter & condemning 
Collier for malfeasance in office. 

Diary 45, 1937 
July 8-9 

-8th – 
It is a relief to be rid of the preparation of the article 
“Resume of establishment of courts & Laws in 
Alaska,” – which has gone on to Mr. L.S. Mercer, 
Editorial crowd of West Publishing Co. St. Paul, 
and I am now able to return to the study of the 
mining history of Alaska etc.  In the office as usual 
– trying to assist John Wagner, with his long 
neglected problems of debt & undeveloped mining 
claims, & other similar jobs for poverty stricken 
incompetents. 

-9th - 
Same as yesterday.  I am informed by Coughlin, 
Clerk Dist. Court that the judge is working on 
Femmer v City, case opinion. 



Diary 45, 1937 
July 10-11 

-10- 
Judge Alexander decided the case of Femmer v 
City of Juneau for the dependent and against my 
client.  Too bad he did not decide it 2 years ago, for 
his decision today is nothing but a decision on the 
allegations in our complaint – a decision on 
demurrer!! which he could have decided just as 
well then! 

I am down with severe cold! 
-11th - 

I am unable, so far, to get Roden to consent to 
assist me in an appeal of the Femmer case.  I will 
not omit every effort to persuade him for I think the 
case ought to be appealed. 

Diary 45, 1937 
July 12-15 

-12th – 
[Bank loan receipt signed by James York and 
James Wickersham for $150.00 pasted in] 
 
Gov. gave a reception to the Naval officers on the 
“Northhampton” – a fine function – Grace & I 
attended. 

-13th – 
Gov. Troy gave me his check for $2600 to pay ½ of 
Jim Yorks note at 1st Nat. Bank.  I paid the other 
half - & that’s that again! 

-14th – 
Paid ½ of Jim Yorks note at the Behrends Bank = 
$8400, Faulkner paid $7500 & that that!! again 

-15th  
Mr. Moe, law book clerk for West Pub. Co. was in 
& carefully read my “Resume” for Alaska Digest & 
approved it.  As usual in office. 

Diary 45, 1937 
July 15-16 

-July 15, 1937. continued. 
Faulkner served his findings of Fact Conclusions of 
Law & Judgment against Femmer in vs City of 
Juneau, & the Northland SS. Co. 

-16th - 
Herb. Wilson, one of the earliest miners to locate 
on Cleary Creek (No. 10 Below discovery) passed 
Juneau today going south from a trip he had 
concluded to Fairbanks, and while the boat was at 
the wharf he called to visit me.  He & Jack Ross 
were partners on No 10, Cleary, and long time & 
intimate friends of mine.  Herb look well – is not 

aging and I think was in Fairbanks to sell his 
remaining claims there to the Fairbanks 
Exploration Co. 

Diary 45, 1937 
July 17-19 

-17th – 
Examination of Jack                       a Finn who has 
been in Alaska for 20 years or more examined for 
admission to citizenship – I appeared for him - & 
examined his witness – his good record as a law 
abiding citizen was established & admitted – but 
the U.S. Attorney objected to his admission 
because he could not read & write good English – 
the court sustained the objection & papers were 
refused! 

-18th – 
Rainy Sunday – at home all day.  Have had a bad 
cold & cough – getting better.  Wrote letter to 
Darrell, S.F. 

-19th - 
Lockie McKinnon, Bill Doneway & I visited Jack 
Sargents Hd. across the bay – old cabin – good 
clearing etc.  House in bad shape. 

Diary 45, 1937 
July 20 

-20th - 
Same as usual in the office. 
The Juneau Bar Association had a meeting in the 
District Court room today to pass resolutions of 
regret & respect  on the matter of the death of 
former Judge Robert W. Jennings who died some 
weeks ago in San Francisco.  Gov. Troy, Judge 
Alexander and LeFevre, Pres. Juneau Bar Assoc. 
presided – and made addresses.  Faulkner, for the 
Committee presented resolutions which were 
adopted & copies also sent to his daughter 
Cordilia.  D.P.[?] Femmer plaintiff vs City of 
Juneau, authorized me to appeal case – decided 
adversely some days ago – to Court of Appeals. 

Diary 45, 1937 
July 20-21 

-20th – 
A Mr. Colby, writer sent here by the New Deal to 
get data for Tourists Guide for Alaska, visited my 
library last evening to get ideas & data.  We had a 
long talk – he went on westward today on that silly 
business!! 

-21st - 
Ex-Gov. Wm Sulzer of New York came to call – he 
makes annual trips to Alaska – where he owns 
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some “wildcat” mining claims.  He is a strong friend 
and supporter of Mayor La Guardia, of New York 
City, - also strong opponent of President 
Roosevelt!  Busy writing letters to persons 
acquainted with John A. Sargent, trying to gather 
data about his business affairs.  I am his guardian 

Diary 45, 1937 
July 22-25 

-22nd – 
Same as usual in the office. 

-23rd – 
Same as usual – all quiet.  Spent yesterday & 
today correcting Ms. on S.E. Alaska mining history. 

-24th - 
Judge Lloyd Black, of Everett, Wash & family are in 
Juneau.  He was at the Juneau Bar Assoc. for 
lunch.  Grace called on his family – they are to 
come up to our home tomorrow – Sunday. 

-25th - 
Judge Black & wife & Grover Winn & wife spent the 
evening with Grace & me in the Library.  Judge 
Black was one of Graces pupils in public school 
years ago in Everett Wash – he is now Supreme 
Judge 

Diary 45, 1937 
July 26-30 

-26th – 
Working in office on preparing the record in 
Femmer v City of Juneau on Appeal from Judge 
Alexander to U.S. Circuit Court of appeals. 

-27th – 
Same as yesterday on Femmers case. 

-28th – 
Preparing record on appeal in the Femmer case – 
promised John Newman to care for costs of his 
record - $10000 

-29th – 
Same on preparing records – form etc. on the 
Femmer case.  Court officials working on the 
preparations of Bill of Exceptions, etc. 

-29th - 
Same on preparing records – form etc. on the 
Femmer case.  Court officials working on the 
preparations of Bill of Exceptions, etc. 

-30th – 
Same as usual on Femmer case! 

Diary 45, 1937 
July 31 

-31st - 
Attended court this forenoon.  Judge Alexander 
decided case of U.S. v Wm L. Paul & rendered 
judgment disbarring defendant, but provided that if 
he paid the moneys he had embezzled, etc. within 
one year he might be reinstated!  Court also 
considered the disbarment proceedings against 
Monagle, approved all the findings I wrote for the 
Committee except that one wherein Monagle told 
the judge on the trial of the Barrett case that he 
knew that Barrett had been a resident of Alaska for 
two years before bringing the suit – the court held 
that he knew of Monagles guilt in that matter & 
compelled him to make a public apology to the 
court for that statement!  I am notified by 
Thompson to be at Anchorage on August 30th to try 
the case of Isaacs vs. Bralaska Mining Co. 

Diary 45, 1937 
August 1-3 

August 1st 1937 
Sunday – at home. 

-2nd – 
Finished up Assignment of Errors in the case of 
Femmer v City of Juneau 

-3rd - 
Received a very satisfactory from letter from the 
West Publishing Co. expressing satisfaction with 
my Resume or Foreword to be printed in their 
proposed Digest of Alaska Opinions – Reports etc. 
Also thanking me for a copy of my Bibliography of 
Alaskan Literature, etc.  I am much pleased with 
their expressions in regard to my services in the 
matters.  Also finishing up my Assignment of Errors 
in the Femmer case, - hope to get 
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that case ready for sending to the Clerk of the U.S. 
Court of Appeals today.  Then I can begin on 
preparation of Brief.  Got papers in Femmer case 
signed etc.  Bond, affidavits, etc. filed.  Newman is 
attending to the Bill of Exemptions etc. 

-4th – 
Working to get the record on appeal ready before 
Judge Alexander leaves for his trip to the westward 
on next Tuesday.  Faulkner signed the Narrative 
copy of the testimony in the Femmer case & 
accepted service of the Assignment of Errors etc. 



-5th - 
Same as yesterday – Damn these leaky pens! 
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-6th – 
Busy in the office; Mike Sullivan old sourdough 
who came into Alaska in 1898 – called – he is 
interested in oil at Yakataga beach – hope he 
strikes a gusher. 

-7th - 
On 4th Grace & I sent telegram (night letter) to 
James W. Wickersham, who resides at Patoka, 
Illinois – the son of Daniel Wickersham – one of my 
cousins saying: “With your parents consent we 
would enjoy having you stay with us this winter and 
attend school at our expense  stop  Wire 
immediately night letter so we may send bus fare & 
steamship ticket  stop  school begins 

Diary 45, 1937 
August 7-8 

7 
September seventh.”  Signed by me but written & 
forwarded by Grace.  We say the boy when we 
were in Patoka 3 or 4 years ago & he seems to be 
a fine young man – but he may have other plans!  
Got the Bill of Exceptions etc. signed by Judge 
Alexander today.  I think the record is now ready to 
go to the U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals!   
Wrote a good letter to Darrell! who is going East 
with Jane on their automobile soon! 

-8th - 
Answer from Jas. W. Wickersham, Patoka saying 
he cannot come to Juneau to attend school at our 
expense etc.  will write letters & explain in full.  I 
am disappointed! 
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-9th – 
Same as usual in the office – getting the record in 
the Femmer Appeal done & compared.  Judge 
Alexander will go to Seward & Fairbanks tomorrow 
& the U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals meets on 
October 1st so I am in a hurry to get the record all 
signed up before Judge leaves. 

-10th - 
Judge Alexander left for westward.  I am writing a 
delayed chapter on the History of Gold mining – in 
S.E. Alaska. 
A Mifs Watkins (?) Stenographer U.S. Supreme 

Court of Minnesota called – with John Newman, 
stenographer of our District Court – we talked 
about West Publishing Co. – officials etc. they 
suggested that she call & talk about her trip – 
tourists – into Fairbanks! 
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-11th – 
Clerks office with Femmer.  I paid clerks fees on 
appeal $4570 & Clerks fees U.S. Circuit Court of 
Appeals $3500.  Femmer had no money on hand! – 
I had!!! Too bad!! 

-12th – 
Bought a new suit of clothes from the B.M. 
Behrends store – price $3500 

-13th – 
Same as usual in the office. 

-14th - 
Mr. & Mrs. Gordon C. Bettles in town – called at 
the office – had lunch with them.  They now reside 
at Chenega, in Prince William sound – address 
Chanega, via Valdez.  She is teaching Indian 
school there & he is in School Service also. 
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-15th – 
Sunday – at home all day. 

-16th – 
[Blank] 

-17th - 
Finished up my rough draft of the history of the 
Discovery & Development of mining in the Gold 
Creek Juneau-Treadwell-Dick Harris Mining district 
– 1880-1937.  It has been a tedious job. 
Reserved accommodations on the SS “McKinley” – 
for next Sunday to Anchorage to assist in trying the 
case of “Isaacs v Bralaska Co.” 
Frank Foster & others talking a reorganization of 
Ter. politics along independent non Republican 
lines! 
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-18th  
Working in office getting records & papers in 
Anchorage case ready 

-19th  
[clipping] 

Visit Recalls 
Alaska’s Dual 

Representation 
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Chindblooms of Illinois Re- 
count Delegate’s Con- 
troversy in 1918-1920 

The visit her of former Representative Carl R. 
Chindbloom of Illinois last night recalled the 
interesting historical occasion when Alaska had 
tow Delegates to Congress – and both were paid 
for their labors. 

Mr. Chindbloom, who is accompanied by his wife 
on a round-trip voyage on the Prince Rupert, 
visited Judge James Wickersham and George B. 
Grigsby, the central figures in a political 
controversy which gave Alaska dual 
representation. 

It seems that Mr. Chindbloom, who served five 
times in Congress from Chicago, was chairman of 
the Elections Committee, which investigated 
contests to the election of Delegates in Alaska. 

Judge Wickersham and the late Charles Sulzer, 
brother of former New York Governor William 
Sulzer, were opponents for the office of Delegate in 
1916 and 1918, the former on the Republican ticket 
and the latter on the Democratic slate. 

Race Dead Heat 
Both races finished almost in a dead heat – with 

only a handful of votes separating the contenders.  
Sulzer was declared elected in 1916, but Judge 
Wickersham contested the election.  The same 
situation arose in 1918 and the same contest was 
put into effect. 

Meanwhile, one month after the 1918 election 
Mr. Sulzer died, with the contested elections still 
undecided.  Mr. Grigsby declared he would run as 
Democratic candidate for the place he believed 
vacated by the death of Mr. Sulzer.  Judge 
Wickersham, on the other hand, adopted the 
position that since he had wont the election-a 
premise in his contest of the election – there was 
no purpose in another political campaign.  Mr. 
Grigsby therefore wont the uncontested election for 
Delegate. 

Both Judge Wickersham and Mr. Grigsby 
maintained offices in Washington, D.C., virtually 
from 1918 until 1902.  Mr. Grigsby had been 

seated as successor to Mr. Sulzer, and was 
drawing Congressional stipends for his 
representation. 

Meanwhile, however, the Elections Committee 
under Mr. Chindbloom was sifting evidence in the 
election and, one week before the expiration of the 
term, held that Judge Wickersham had legally been 
elected to the post. 

Both men received salaries for the two-year 
term. 

Last night Mr. and Mrs. Chindbloom visited with 
the Wickershams and Grigsbys in Juneau, recalling 
old times.  Mr. Chindbloom is now Commissioner 
of Bankruptcy for U.S. courts in Illinois. 

-20th  
As usual in the office at work. 
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-21st- 
Working on a statement addressed to the “Alaska 
Weekly, of Aug 6th – about the Glover-Lane 
statement that the U.S. only paid $1,400,000. for 
Alaska purchase & the balance $5,800,000 for the 
“fleet expense” of Russia in anchoring in the New 
York harbor during the Civil War as a threat to 
England in her supposed friendly effort to assist the 
Southern Confederacy.  I deny that tale & quote 
Sewards letter to McDonald.  I’ Inter. Law Digest, 
page 465, & other data in support of my position.  
Juneau Bar Assoc. complimented me on my 80th 
birthday Tuesday – 24th thinking I will not be here 
on that day etc. 25th Aniv. of the Enactment of the 
Alaska Organic Act! 
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-22nd- 
In the office writing objections to Chas. Glover’s 
story about two pseudo copies of the receipt for 
paying Russia for Alaska – addressed to Editor of 
the Alaska Weekly – issue of Aug. 6th. 

-23rd- 
Charge – papers - $2.00 SS. ticket $4600 

Left Juneau at 1. p.m. after lunch with Grace on the 
“Mount McKinley,” for Seward-Anchorage.  About 
one mile due north of Point Retreat – clear – we 
saw a boat – a fishing boat – on fire.  Our boat 

reached it in 15 minutes, a salmon fishing boat was 
near, but the fire was from gasoline & required 



care.  Our boat got near enough to put out the fire 
– boat badly burned – one man on board – dead- 

got his body off the  
Diary 45, 1937 
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fishing boat – the burned craft sank - & we sailed 
on.  Skipper sent a report by radio to Juneau – 
nothing else – burned boat thought to belong to a 
fox farmer on nearby islands – but the fisherman 
could give no information body burned to bad to 
recognize! 

August 24th 1937 
My 80th Birthday!  At sea – a beautiful day – not a 
cloud in the sky.  A calm sea & I feel fine.  Mt St 
Elias is covered with great cumulus cloud – a 
gorgeous sight!  I do not feel a twinge of Mer de 
Mal!  A perfect day – we will be in Prince William 
Sound about midnight & in Seward early in the 
morning - & Anchorage tomorrow. 
 
[hand made birthday card: 

80 Years Young 
Best wishes from your daughter. 

signed - Ruth] 
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-24th continued- 
During dinner the ships musicians marched into the 
dining room playing Happy birthday to you – with a 
big birthday cake for me, another for a Mifs 
Gertrude Heath from Chicago-: a Mr. (?) whose 
date had not been learned in time to give him a 
cake etc.  It was a surprise to me when the master 
of ceremonies delivered an oration telling my 
history as Alaska Delegate etc.  The crowd treated 
me royally – the ladies got autographs etc etc.  A 
real pleasure.  I wrote a letter to Grace (foxy 
Grace)  I recognized her language in the oration  
sent my letter at Mates request – he put a quarter 
of the cake with my letter in the ice box – he will 
deliver it to the agent in Juneau for Grace. 
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-25- 
Seward to Anchorage on the train – Anchorage 
hotel 
Conference with Arthur G. Thompson. 
Visiting with friends 
Paid R.R. ticket to Anchorage 685, meals $300 Tips 
on SS. McKinley - $400  Delivered Grover C. Winns 

papers to Tom Price. 
-26th - 

Conference with Arthur Thompson in re case of 
Isaacs v Bralaska M. Co.  Neither Court nor Ray 
for plaintiff here.  Sent telegram to Valdez to clerk 
asking when court would be present.  Gov. Parks, 
Art Schonbeck & Judge Alexander here, had an 
evening with the – had Keller & Mifs Bouchette, 
school teacher friend of Grace’s to lunch. 
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-28th - Saturday 
Interview yesterday with newspaper man about 
Alaska Warrant for $7,200,000 for purchase – also 
unicameral bill!   
Stoll, manager of our defendant Bralaska M. Co. in 
town – long conference with him & Thompson – he 
is good witness 
Letter from Grace – who sends news of notice from 
Clerk U.S. Circuit of Appeals, amount in Femmer 
case – I had advised her to get Roden to attend to 
collecting from Femmer & forwarding amount to 
Clerk Court in S.F. 
Stoll came in and he and Thompson & I had a long 
conference in relation to the facts – evidence etc. 
in the Isaacs v Bralaska case: I am now drawing 
instructions for the trial which will begin on Monday 
morning. 
Dinner tonight with Mifs Budgette, the sister of Mr. 
Botstein[?] 
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28 
[clipping] 

Denies Alaska Story 
Civil War Debt Tale Without 
Foundation, Claims Judge 

Wickersham 
An emphatic denial that the United States paid 

$1,800,000 for Alaska instead of $7,200,000, came 
today from Judge James Wickersham of Juneau, 
author of the organic act that established the 
Alaskan government and most prominent historian 
in the territory. 

“The story is impossible,” Judge Wickersham 
said when told of a recent dispatch that claimed 
Alaska cost only $1,800,900 and the balance of the 
$7,200,000 was paid to Russia in settlement of a 
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debt of honor for her aid during the Civil War. 
Is Old Story 

Judge Wickersham said he heard the story about 
the debt of honor many years ago and while in 
Washington he made careful investigation to 
determine whether it was authentic. 

“I studied all the documents pertaining to the 
purchase of Alaska and even the letters of 
Secretary Seward and found it impossible that the 
territory cost anything other than $7,200,000,” the 
historian said. 

Judge Wickersham said there was only one 
warrant written and only one authority for the 
warrant.  He said the contentions that there were 
two warrants involved in the deal were definitely 
erroneous. 

Has Pictures of Documents 
“An official photographer for the government took 

pictures of the documents for me.  I have the 
negatives of those pictures.  Prints were sent to the 
governor’s office and the territorial museum at 
Juneau and I believe they are still there,” Judge 
Wickersham said. 

“They show the authority for warrant in the 
amount of $7,200,000 for the purchase price of 
Alaska, signed by the treasurer, the comptroller, 
the register and other government officials.  
Another picture shows the warrant itself for 
payment of Russia for the purchase of Alaska. 

“A third picture shows the receipt given by Baron 
de Stoeckl of Russia for the warrant.  It was written 
by him and filed in Washington.” 

Judge Wickersham pointed out that the story 
claiming the territory cost only $1,800,000 came 
from a note made by Frank K. Lane, secretary of 
the interior in the Wilson administration, and that 
the note merely quoted what he was told at a 
dinner party. 

Story Based on Hearsay 
“If Mr. Lane had said it, there would probably be 

something behind it.  But as it is the story is 
hearsay, handed down over a period of years,” 
Judge Wickersham asserted. 

Mr. Lane’s note said that Charles Grover, 

president of the Riggs National Bank in New York, 
had told him of the transaction.  Mr. Glover, while a 
boy clerk was presented some documents to lock 
in the bank’s safe.  Years afterward a senator told 
Glover that the documents were for the payment of 
$1,800,000 for Alaska and $5,400,000 as a debt of 
honor to Russia. 

“It is obvious that Mr. Glover’s memory was 
faulty,” Judge Wickersham pointed out.  “He is 
trying to remember what happened when he was a 
boy and what a senator said years afterward.  The 
documentary evidence fails to support him. 

“In letters of Secretary Seward I found one from 
an editor in the then territory of Washington 
pointing out that a newspaper in Sitka had told the 
same story.  This was in 1867, the year the territory 
was purchased. 

“Secretary Seward answered the letter denying 
the whole thing and explaining the cost was 
$7,200,000.” 

Diary 45, 1937 
August 28-30 

28 
[clipping] 

Sees Move To 
Shift Power 

To 1st Division 
Judge Wickersham Brands 

Unicameral Plan As Un- 
American 

Judge James Wickersham condemned the move 
to replace the territorial legislature with a 
unicameral house in no uncertain terms today 
when he declared it a move to place control of the 
government in the First Division. 

“If the territory had a unicameral house, it would 
no doubt be elected on a basis of population,” 
Judge Wickersham said.  “In that case, the First 
Division would elect the majority of members and 
the other divisions would have very little to say 
about the affairs of Alaska.” 

Judge Wickersham is an outstanding authority 
on the government of Alaska.  He framed the 
organic act that established the territorial 
government with the senate and the house of 
representatives. 



“That bill gave Alaska the same type of 
govtrnment that has been enjoyed in the United 
States for 150 years,” Judge Wickersham said.  “It 
furnishes a system of checks and balances that 
has been found the most practical and secure.” 

The jurist and historian pointed out that when 
one body becomes radical and passes undesirable 
measures, there is always the other body that can 
prevent them from becoming a law. 

“The unicameral system of government is un-
American and undesirable,” Judge Wickersham 
said.  “It would place full control of the government 
in the hands of a few men and if one group got 
control of that small body they would be in a 
position to make whatever laws they desired.” 

The question of replacing the present system 
with an unicameral house will come before the 
votes of Alaska for vote during the general election 
of 1939. 

Sunday 29th 

Preparing the case of Isaacs vs The Bralaska case 
for trial tomorrow before Judge Hellenthal. 

Monday 30th  
Case of Isaacs v Bralaska Co.  Got jury and 
plaintiff  spent the day in presenting his case.  I am 
contesting every witness testimony objections & 
explaining all day – tired. 
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August 31 
-Tuesday, 31st – 

Hellenthals is against us & gives us the worst – but 
we succeeded in getting all our evidence – mostly 
depositions etc and copies of our corporation 
evidence before the jury.  It is a close case and the 
court holds us down to the seventh – doing all he 
can against us – but I think we have our evidence 
in good shape.  Evidence closed & we are getting 
our instructions ready & tomorrow we will get the 
case to the jury – with the court announcing that he 
is against us.  Dinner last evening & this evening at 
dinner with Mifs Bouchette & her sister. 
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[clipping] 
Last Arguments Being Heard 

On Mine Damage Case, $5,760 
Is Asked For Injuries Sustained 

Closing arguments were being made this 
afternoon in the $6,000 damage suit brought by 
Charles W. Isaacs against the Bralaska Mining 
Corporation in which he seeks compensation for 
injuries alleged to have been received in 1936 
while employed in the Willow Creek district. 

Judge Simon Hellenthal was to give the jury his 
instructions when the arguments were completed. 

Isaacs seeks $5,760 damages plus interest since 
1936 for injuries he contends he received 
September 16, 1935 while employed at a mine in 
the Willow Creek district.  He set forth in his suit 
that rock and dirt fell on him while he was placing 
timber in a tunnel.  Mr. Isaacs said the injuries cut 
his earning capacity 80 per cent. 

In defense, the Bralaska Mining Corporation 
contends it was not the employer of Isaacs, had no 
jurisdiction over the property and consequently not 
liable.  It is set forth that Isaacs was employed by 
the Alaska-Pacific Mines. 

The corporation also set forth that if Mr. Isaacs is 
suffering from an injury it was the result of an 
accident that occurred in 1937 while he was 
employed at the Mable mine. 

Attorney L.V. Ray of Seward represented Mr. 
Isaacs.  Arthur G. Thompson and Judge James 
Wickersham of Juneau represented the defendant. 
 

September 1st 
Second day of the trial – bitter fight over 
introduction of evidence – every part of a plaintiffs 
evidence – oral & I make constant objections – 
overruled & take exceptions  Opposition crafty but 
sustained by Judge H-  finally finished late tonight 
– jury against us; on Hellenthals queer decisions & 
instructions 
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-September 2nd- 
Thompson & I worked hard – used every plan to 
get the evidence to sustain our case.  Judge H- 
rode us hard.   
 
[clipping] 

COURT GIVES 
ISAACS $4,320 
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IN DAMAGES 
Jury, Out Four Hours, De- 
cides Miner Suffered Sev- 

eral Injuries 
Charles W. Isaacs won a verdict of $4,320 in the 

District Court last night after a jury deliberated 
about four hours in his suit against the Bralaska 
Mining Company for injuries in a mine accident in 
1936. 

The jury held Isaacs was 60 percent disabled by 
an injury to his back the result of rock and dirt 
falling on him while placing timbers in a tunnel. 

Isaacs had claimed 80 per cent disability and 
had asked for $5,760.  In addition to the $4,320 
Isaacs was awarded interest plus attorney fees in 
the case. 

The mining company claimed Isaacs was in the 
employ of the Alaska Pacific Mines at the time of 
the injury of which he complained was from an 
accident at the Marble mine in 1927. 

The jury started deliberations at 4:30 o’clock and 
returned the verdict at about 10:15 o’clock last 
night.  Part of the time was spent dining. 

 
Jury gave a slightly reduced judgment against us.  
Im sure we made a good record out of the 
evidence we had but the judge ruled us off the 
track!  Stoll was with us all day & seemed to be 
satisfied – as we were that we should have had 
judgment on our motion for a directed verdict – but 
we lost account of his allowing 
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them to introduce plaintiffs oral evidence against 
our corporate & official evidence of the legal 
formation of the defendant – long after the 
accident.  Today we objected to entry of judgment 
etc. and have what I judge to be a perfect case on 
the evidence – but which the court destroyed by his 
rulings against us.  Anyway – it was a damned 
good fight & defendant has a good chance for a 
reversal.  I am advising sending a complete record 
of the case to the Seattle attorneys who prepared 
the contracts, records etc. and leaving the question 
of appeal & further action with them. 

 
[clipping] 
Birthday Party 
On Ship Given 
Judge Wickersham 

SEWARD-A birthday party aboard ship Tuesday 
and the fine brand of sunshine that greeted him 
upon arrival at Seward, put Judge James 
Wickersham in a contened mood when he boarded 
train for Anchorage.  The only thing, he didn’t want 
to leave the Seward sunshine, he said. 

It was Judge Wickersham’s 80th birthday, and he 
spoke of the delightful time enjoyed among ship 
companions and the special party provided him by 
Capt. Arthur Ryning, an excellent dinner and fine 
music. 

Road to Homer 
The notable Alaskan resident shows lively 

interest as ever in development of this region, and 
dwelt upon the need of a road down Cook inlet to 
Homer to connect with the Seward-Hope-Moose 
Pass highway.  With the completion of the section 
to Lawing, now under construction, he expects to 
see active projection of the Homer road program. 

Judge Wickersham is in the best of health and 
spirits, and certainly does not look his years.  
Ruddy complexion, erect, brighteyed he greeted 
many Seward friends at the depot who hearing he 
was in town hurried down to meet him. 

The former jurist and delegate to Congress will 
be in Anchorage two weeks. 
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-3rd - 
Since we lost Stoll has concluded to let Clyde Ellis, 
Atty, - residing here in Anchorage take charge of 
the case.  He paid me my full account & Expenses 
also Thompson & we will turn the papers over to 
Ellis.  We quit willingly though we are certain we 
made a good record – sufficient to reverse the 
appeal – even if Ellis prepares it – if he will only 
take our position.  We had a good fight & I enjoyed 
it for I felt we made the best record to be made out 
of the contracts & facts with which we had no part 
in creating.  We-I made formal objections to the 
opponents case & secured every objection & 



exception – a good record. 
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-3rd continued 
Before I left Anchorage at noon I learned that Ray, 
attorney for Isaacs had prepared & served on Stoll 
a new case against the Alaska Pacific Mining Co. 
charging now that Isaacs worked for it as employee 
& received his injury while so its employee!! and 
not the Bralaska Co. – which is a surrender 
concession to my objections - & the basics of my 
defense for the Bralaska Co.!!!  I did not see the 
copy of the second case complaint, but I will be 
greatly interested in examining it – for truly the 
Alaska Pacific Co. was the real party in interest & 
not the Bralaska Co.  
Left Anchorage, much relieved – reached Seward 
at 9 p.m. good berth on the SS Alaska, a pleasant 
& a reasonably trip!! 
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-4th – 
“Alaska” in bad fog all latter part of the night & till 
noon today.  Steamer full of people going south.  I 
will be glad to get home.  Valdez about 6 p.m. 
Judge Hellenthal, marshal, clerk & other court 
officials will stop off there.  Beautiful afternoon – 
fog disappeared entirely. 

-5th- 
Left Cordova about midnight – Cape St. Elias at 11 
a.m. Yakutat bay at dark – Calm - & fine sailing.  
Visited with my old friend Captain                   the 
oldest captain on the Alaska SS. Co. list. 

-6th – 
Reached Cross Sound at day break 
Juneau at noon & went to bed for an hour – read 
my mail etc. 
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-7th- 
Working to catch up correspondence in the office.  
Alaska Weekly: 
 
[clipping] 

Wickersham Hits 
One-House Plan 

ANCHORAGE, Aug. 31.-A unicameral legislature 
was called “un-American and undesirable” by 

Judge James Wickersham of Juneau, former 
Delegate to Congress, in an interview here. 

The Judge attacked the unicameral house 
proposition, declaring it would place full power of 
the Territorial government in the First Division 
leaving the rest of Alaska with minority votes. 

Wickersham was the author of the Organic Act 
establishing the Senate and House of the Alaska 
legislature.   He arrived here on a business trip. 
 
[clipping] 

Judge Wickersham 
Celebrates a Birthday 

On Tuesday last at his Juneau home, Judge 
James Wickersham celebrated his birthday with a 
dinner date with his best girl, Mrs. Wickersham. 

Some thirty odd years ago, Judge Wickersham 
brought the law to the Yukon, or rather to the 
Tanana, and for years occupied with honor to 
himself, and justice to all, the position of judge of 
the Fourth Judicial division of Alaska.  When Nome 
and the entire Seward Peninsula became 
embroiled in a mess of cross litigation, claim 
jumping, racketeering and worse, it was Judge 
Wickersham who finally untangled the knot of 
litigation, settling once and for all time the rights 
and titles of the litigants. 

He has served his adopted land in the Halls of 
Congress, and since,  his retirement from political  
life has been practicing law in Juneau, and 
devoting much of his time to his favorite hobby-the 
early day history of Alaska. 

Judge Wickersham has probably the finest 
collection  of Alaskana in existence, including 
complete files of early day newspapers and 
publications as well as records and files dating 
back to the early Russian days which he is sorting 
and compiling and whipping into shape with the 
idea in mind of publishing in book form later on. 

Judge Wickersham had had the idea in mind of 
attending the Alaska-Yukon convention in Toronto 
the latter part of this month, but this, his 80th 
birthday, coming up at the same time, and having 
this dinner date with the lady mentioned, caused 
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him to forego the trip and celebrate his natal day at 
home. 

-Sept 8th – 
As usual in the office. 
Femmer paid me $11000 & I sent it to the U.S. Ct. 
Ct. of Appeals for printing record in Appeal Case. 

Diary 45, 1937 
September 8 

8 
JUNEAU ALASKA, TUESDAY, AUGUST 24, 1937 
THE ALASKA DAILY PRESS, JUNEAU, ALASKA 

Judge Wickersham Reaches Fourscore 
Years, Tells of Eventful Birthday 

[earlier photograph of James Wickersham] 
High up on the hil, in a large old-fashioned 

wooden home, lives one of Alaska’s distinguished 
citizens, and a man whose hand in shaping the 
destiny of this great country was more powerful 
than most of its residents and beneficiaries realize. 

Today Judge James Wickersham, jurist, 
ethnologist, antiquarian, and pioneer Alaskan, 
reached the age of fourscore years, as hale and 
hearty as he was when Juneau’s business leaders 
remember him from their school days, a hard-
working delegate to Congress. 

At 80, Judge Wickersham’s hair is whitening, but 
his mind and body are active and vigorous.  His 
appearance belies his years and no stranger would 
dream that this stern-looking, kindly gentleman was 
born on the 24th of August, 1857. 

When asked by The Press for a statement on his 
birthday anniversary, Judge Wickersham obliged 
with a brief glimpse into the stormy days when the 
Territory of Alaska was being born in the far-off 
halls of Congress.  Touched with vivid 
reminiscences, quaintly-wrought humor, it appears 
below: 

“Two very important events, according to Judge 
James Wickersham, occurred on this date, the first 
his birthday on the 24th of August, 1857, and the 
second the passage and approval by President 
Taft, on August 24, 1912, of the Organic Act for 
Alaska, creating the Alaska Legislature to be 
elected by the people. 

“There was much opposition by the President to 
the passage of an Act allowing the people of 

Alaska to elect the members of their own 
legislature.  President Taft had been Governor 
General of the Philippine Islands, where the 
members of the Legislature were appointed by 
himself, and he was strongly in favor of the same 
military appointive legislature for Alaska. 

“Alaska was at that time largely controlled 
through the war department in Washington and 
that influence supported the President vigorously in 
his determination to appoint a similar form in 
Alaska. 

“Their main argument against an elective 
legislature was that the population in Alaska was 
not permanent and the people were not qualified to 
elect their own representatives. 

“The first session of Congress in 1909 was 
Republican, and the President was able to defeat 
the measure, but the second session of Congress 
was Democratic in the House and that influence 
was strongly in favor of an elective legislature. 

“President Taft denounced the plan in his annual 
message to Congress and urged his appoint- 
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tive military scheme, but the Democrats stood 
firmly by Judge Wickersham and passed the bill 
and it went to the President and he approved it on 
August 24, 1912.  Unwittingly he gave to Judge 
Wickersham on his birthday the most prized honor 
in his entire legislative career – the passage of the 
Organic act for Alaska.” 

James Wickersham was born in Patoka, Ill., the 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Alexander Wickersham.  After 
a common school education, he was admitted to 
the bar in 1880, and married Deborah Bell of 
Rochester, Ill., in the same year. 

Moving west, he became a probate judge in 
Pierce County, Wash., a position he held from 
1884 to 1888, and then served as city attorney of 
Tacoma in 1894.  He then resumed private law 
practice for a few years. 

After serving as a member of the Washington 
House of Representatives in 1898, Judge 
Wickersham came to Alaska ands as he often has 
said, “I never went back.”  Keenly aware of the 



future possibilities of the country, the jurist and his 
wife settled down in Juneau and wove their lives 
inextricably into the new, young land, then suffering 
acutely from gold-fever. 

Public life quickly reclaimed the judge, as he was 
appointed U.S. district judge, serving at Nome 
immediately after the judicial scandals which 
seared that over-populated gold village had given 
Alaskan justice a very black eye.  Judge 
Wickersham’s unquestioned ability and integrity, 
more than anything else salved the wounds 
opened by his unscrupulous predecessor. 

In 1907 he resigned and became delegate to 
Congress from the District of Alaska in 1909, 
holding that position for 12 years, until 1921.  No 
elected official ever served the Territory longer or 
more faithfully.  His able presence in Congress was 
appreciated by the Alaska electorate.  A 
Progressive Republican he was reelected year 
after year, no matter what the national political 
trend may have been. 

The scientific side of Judge Wickersham’s life 
can be touched on even less completely than the 
public side.  He has probably the finest private 
library on Alaska in the world.  His interest in 
scientific research goes back well over 50 years.  It 
was in 1884 that he wrote a report for the 
Smithsonian Institute on “Mounds of Sangamon 
County, Ill.”  This work described the Indian relics 
in the country where he was raised. 

As assistant editor of the American Antiquarian, 
Judge Wickersham wrote many articles on 
ethnological subjects.  He also contributed to other 
similar publications.  Since he came to Alaska, 
nearly 40 years ago, Alaskana has been one of his 
prime interests.  The Alaska bar will long be 
indebted to him for editing the Alaska Territory 
Reports. 

Mrs. Wickersham passed away in 1925, and in 
1928 Judge Wickersham married Mrs. Harry 
Bishop, a widow.  They have made their home in 
Juneau ever since.  Judge Wickersham sailed on 
the S.S. Mount McKinley yesterday for Seward 
ands Fairbanks on a business trip, and was unable 

to receive the congratulations of his fellow 
townsmen today on his birthday. 
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-9th - 
The magazine “Time” carries a story about the 
finding of oil – on the north side of Deer creek, a 
mile north of Patoka, were I was born & raised until 
1894. 
Also I received letter from “Jim.” Wickersham – 
saying his mother would not let him come to Alaska 
“this year,” though he thought he would come “next 
year.”  Jim is about 14 years old & I can see myself 
in  
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the photograph he sent me of himself! 
Sent letters to Darrel & others, and conferred with 
Mr. & Mrs. Henry C. Gorham formerly clients – who 
are now demanding Divorce – Mrs. G. has 
employed Mrs. Hermann as her attorney.  I will try 
to get them to agree on property settlement & then 
talk divorce. 
Sent $11000 for Femmer by mail to Clerk U.S. 
Circuit Court of Appeals to print record on Appeal! 

-10th- 
In office all day – working on Femmer Appeal.  
Refuse Gorham divorce case. 
Reading article on Gold creek – corrections. 

-11th- 
Same as yesterday on Femmers Appeal 
Attended Juneau Bar Assoc. luncheon. 

-12th- 
Sunday – raining – home in the library – reading 
copy Mining Mss. 

Diary 45, 1937 
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-13th- 
Working on Hist. data – in re Gold Creek & S.E. 
Alaska mining development. 

-14th- 
Archie Shiels & Bert Faulkner visited at my home – 
library, for couple of hours:  Also while south bound 
boat was in the harbor Mrs. Senator Powers, from 
Eagle City & Mrs. Max Kollen called – at 10 p.m. in 
taxie.  Poor old Max Kollen died some weeks ago – 
in California – according to his wishes his body 
was cremated & his wife brought his ashes to 
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Skagway & her friends there assisted her to scatter 
them on the slopes of the A.B. (Arctic Brotherhood) 
mountain.  Max was one of the early A.B.’s in 
Dawson, Fairbanks etc. An artist etc. thence 
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his desire to spread his ashes on the romantic spot 
on the Skagway mountain.  Mrs. Powers is an 
active, strong, but old woman; she nearly froze to 
death last winter on the Eagle City trail & is on her 
way to spend a time with her married daughter in 
Ariz. or So. Cal.  Shiels spent an hour or two 
examining my library – he has a fine Alaska library 
in his Seattle home. 

-15- 
Same as usual in the office. 
My Ms. in relation to Gold Mining in S.E. Alaska 
being copied by Stenographer Archie Shiels came 
in & examined my original records of the formation 
of the “Consent Government” organized in Sitka, 
Alaska, in 1867 – & later days  He is an intensive 
student on Alaska matters. 
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-16th – 
[clipping] 

Wickersham To 
Head Sale of 

Christmas Seals 
The Alaska Tuberculosis Association met last 

night and selected Judge James Wickersham to 
succeed Secretary of Alaska E.W. Griffin as 
chairman of the Christmas Seal sale, which 
annually raises funds to support tuberculosis 
preventative work throughout the United States. 

Judge Wickersham will be in charge of the seal 
sale in the Territory in the annual drive.  Griffin’s 
resignation was accepted by the association, and a 
vote of thanks, was extended him for his efforts in 
previous seal drives. 

Mrs. J.C. Thomas was named assistant 
chairman of the seal sale and will make the 
appointments necessary to carry out the drive in 
various parts of the Territory. 

E.M. Polley, president, is leaving tonight for the 
Westward and intends to contact district seal 
chairman en route to arrange for the 1937 drive. 

-16th- 
Studying the record in the case of Femmer v City 
of Juneau, et. al. No 3770 A with a view of 
preparing Brief on Appeal. 

-17th- 
Same in the office as yesterday. 
Mrs. Archie Shiels, came in to inspect the original 
records relating to the organization of a Consent 
Government in Sitka in 1867, which greatly 
interested him:  He suggested that my Alaska 
Library might be sold to the U. of W. and stored in 
their fire proof library. 
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-18th - 
Working on preparation of the Brief on Appeals in 
the Femmer case. 
Grace & I attended the Constitution Day function at 
the Masonic rooms last night.  Faulkner made a 
good and well received speech in support of the 
American Constitution – good music – a dinner & a 
dance for the young people at the conclusion of the 
Constitutional Celebration. 
Congress adjourned on Aug. 21st & all 
Congressional Records have been received & 
read.  I am glad of the end of that interesting 
burden – but not entirely satisfied with the passage 
of the act appropriating $2,000,000 to buy the 
Reindeer herds & the Lowman packing business. 
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-19th- 
Sunday – took a walk up Gold Creek & spent the 
rest of the day in my library writing the interminable 
brief in the Femmer case. 

-20th- 
I was innocent enough to let the Society for the 
Suppression of Tuberculosis appoint me as an 
official for assistance in the sale of the Seals 
money to belong to and used in said suppression 
work.  Mrs. Thomas is also an officer and assistant 
in said sales & will have charge of the active work 
which I will keep track of the money paid in and 
use it in said work only:  Listening to Mrs. T. it 
appears to be more work than I anticipated – [?] 
done by Ed Griffin, Ter. Sec! 
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-21- 
My early Eagle City friend, Frank E. Lee who 
worked for the government as guide, hunter, 
telegraph line builder, miner etc. in the interior & 
other points in the Yukon country – Frank secured 
my signature on a check drawn by him on the 
Valdez ban in favor of the Behrends bank for $5000!  
He is on his way to Seattle where his sister & two 
brothers live on a scheme to sell his Valdez quartz 
claims – under option to Robt. Robinson – a wild 
man, etc.  I signed!  Frank took me hunting caribou 
with Capt. Farnsworth (now retired General U.S.A.) 
in the fall of 1900, from Eagle to the U.S. hunting 
camp on upper Mission creek!  He is a wild man – 
a frontiersman himself, and I hope his check is 
good! 
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-21- continued- 
Mrs. Hermann, atty for Mrs. Mary J. Gorham 
brought me a form which she wants me to get 
Henry C. Gorham, husband to sign.  Mrs. Gorham 
intends to sue Henry for divorce.  The Hermann 
form is not satisfactory & I have rewrote the 
agreement so as to make it certain & relieves 
them!  Accounts must be inserted – Henry will 
bring me the amounts at noon tomorrow and then – 
I hope to get their signatures & settle their quarrels! 

-22- 
Working on Brief in Femmer case, but guessing at 
pages etc. for the printed transcript of the record on 
appeal has not yet arrived from the S.F. Circuit 
Court. 

-23- 
Same as yesterday – in Femmer case: Had a 
conference with President of Behrends Bank and 
arranged a meeting between him and John H. 
Chappell, in the matter of the organization of the 
Alaska Ins. Co. – Chappell was very much pleased 
& thinks he is approaching success with the 
organization! 
Gorham v Gorham, got agreement setting their 
property & financial differences in anticipation of 
divorce that the wife will file.  Mrs. Hermann, 
attorney for Mrs. Gorham & I for Gorham!!  I have 
been their attorney for years & did what I could to 

persuade them – not to apply for divorce! 

Diary 45, 1937 
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-Sept. 24th 1937 - 
The steamer carrying 9 days overdue mail in last 
night late.  Letters from many correspondents – but 
no printed Transcript of the Record in the Femmer 
case.  Some business letters – one from the Supt. 
of the Asylum at Sedro-Wooley about Mrs. La 
Gasa – wife of Arthur J. La Gasa – about her 
condition.  Says she is insane has been for a 
dozen years - & will not recover.  La Gasa wants a 
divorce – it’s a strange case. 

-25- 
Attorneys lunch – we listen to a few small talk 
worthless stories & cheep chatter and never get 
above such talk – a waste of time & cash – Judge 
Alexander in the worst of the gathering in both 
aspects! 

-26- 
Having received no letter or word from Darrell for 
an unusual period (3 weeks) I sent a night telegram 
of inquiry to his address, 174 Franklin St. San 
Francisco tonight. 

-27- 
Working on Femmer Brief – on Appeal. 
Working on Gorham divorce contract etc. 
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[inside front cover] 
[pamphlet] 

“I again recommend the establishment of a full 
Territorial form of government in Alaska.”-Governor 

John W. Troy 
(Report, 1938) 

 
AN APPEAL 

to the 
VOTERS OF ALASKA 

To Defend Their 
FULL TERRITORIAL FORM OF GOVERNMENT 

● 
TO AMERICAN VOTERS IN ALASKA 

STOP, LOOK and THINK before you vote at the 
Territorial Election on September 13, 1938, to 
destroy the Alaska Territorial Senate.  It is a 

BLOCK OF SAFETY found in every American form 
of Government - in every Constitution and Organic 
Act.  Its presence there was and is intended to give 

additional protection to your PERSONAL 
LIBERTIES AND CIVIL RIGHTS. 

 
The Dimond Referendum which you are urged to 

adopt is the first step in an organized plan to create 
a FULL CENTRALIZED BUREAUCRATIC FORM 

OF GOVERNMENT in Alaska through a 
UNICAMERAL OR ONE-HOUSE LEGISLATURE 

WITHOUT CHECK OR BALANCE – the Nazi-
German type. 

VOTE AGAINST IT! 
James Wickersham. 

 
Shall Alaska’s American Territorial 

Form of Government 

Be Destroyed or Developed? 
 

To the People of Alaska: 
Among the thirty-odd House Memorials 

presented to the Legislature of Alaska in the 1935 
Session was House Joint Memorial No. 3 
introduced by Representative Joe Green, 
Democrat, from Hyder, on January 21, 1935: 

“Praying that the Congress of the United States 
amend Section 465 of the Compiled Laws of 
Alaska, 1933, and all other sections relating to 
Legislative powers of the Territory of Alaska, so as 
to provide for a Legislature of one body to be 
known as the Senate, to be composed of twenty-
four members elected for a term of four years, 
three of whom shall be elected from each Judicial 
Division at the General Election in 1938, and each 
subsequent General Election, was read the first 
time and referred to the Committee on Judiciary 
and Federal Relations.” 

The memorial was introduced in the House by 
Mr. Green on January 21; favorably reported by the 
Committee on the 23rd; passed the House with 
amendments on the 24th, and by a unanimous vote 
of its sixteen members, fifteen of whom were 
Democrats, sent to the Senate for Consideration 
on January 28th.  Page 106-107 House Journal 
1935. 

Received by the Senate on the 28th; reported by 
Senate Committee, adversely, on the 29th; and on 
the 31st, House Joint Memorial No. 3 was read the 
third time, the question being: “Shall the Memorial 
pass?”  The Secretary called the roll with the 
following result – Ayes, 2; Noes 6. 

And so the Memorial failed to pass.  Page 58 
Senate Journal 1935. 

So far as the history of the particular Memorial is 
known to the public, it seems to have originated in 
the mind of Representative Green.  No convention 
of his party had asked for it, no public meeting of 
Alaskans suggested it, no newspaper mentioned it 
as being necessary for the development of better 
Territorial government, no public complaint had 
been previously made that the Territorial Senate 



had neglected its duty, or that its continued 
existence was a check on good laws or that it was 
a menace to their passage.  Mr. Green simply 
introduced his Memorial and there was light!  The 
flare of that little torch blinded the eyes of the entire 
House membership, and they voted unanimously 
to repeal the Senatorial branch of the Legislature 
as it was created by Congress in the Organic Act of 
August 24th, 1912, without discussing its merits as 
part of the “full territorial form of government” for 
the Territory. 

There has been no public complaint or 
movement by the people of Alaska against the 
Territorial Senate.  Our best citizens and wisest 
legislators have been among its members; they 
performed well their public duty.  Such men as 
Tripp, Tanner, Roden, Sutherland, Sulzer, Aldrich, 
Heckman, Hunt, Ronan, Collins, Dimond, Pratt, 
Jensen, Lomen, Benjamin, Shattuck, Bragaw, 
Walker, Brunelle, Frawley, Powers, Cochran – 
these and other equally honorable and loyal 
Territorial senators have, for nearly a quarter of a 
century, aided in developing an American type of 
full territorial form of government in Alaska.  They 
were of the same brave and honest character of 
pioneers as those who built Territorial and State 
governments, upon the same principle as those 
adopted by our Revolutionary forefathers in the 
Constitution of the United States in 1787 – 150 
years ago – and extended to every territory west of 
the Allegheny Mountains since that date – from the 
Ohio Territory in 1787 to Hawaii in 1900.  The 
Organic Act for Alaska was drawn from the same 
pattern with the same form of Legislature, having 
the Governor, Senate and House as its very base, 
as all others had. 

When the Thirteenth Legislature of Alaska met in 
1937, a member from Nome introduced House 
Joint Memorial No. 6, being from the same in 
language and in purpose as the Green House Joint 
Memorial No. 3, in the Legislature of 1935, to 
repeal that clause of the Organic Act of Congress 
for the creation of an Alaska Territorial Senate.  It 
was referred to a House committee for action, but 

did not receive a favorable report; was laid on the 
table when called, by a unanimous vote of the 
House members, and the effort to destroy the full 
American form of Territorial legislative government 
in Alaska, was defeated in that body, also. 

With no public demand from any class of citizens 
in Alaska, and in the face of the refusal of both the 
12th and 13th Sessions of the Alaska Legislature to 
endorse the plan, Delegate Dimond, who himself 
had been a creditable member of the Territorial 
Senate, introduced in the House of 
Representatives in congress, on July 20th, 1937, 
House Bill No. 6651, 74th Congress, first session, 
“An Act to provide for a Referendum in the Territory 
of Alaska as to the establishment of a one-house 
Legislature, and for other purposes.” 

With Delegate Dimond’s active influence and 
support the Democratic Congress was persuaded 
to pass the bill; it was approved by President 
Roosevelt on August 16, 1937, and provides: 

“Be it enacted, etc., that at the general election 
held in the Territory of Alaska, in the year 1938, for 
the election of a Delegate to Congress from 
Alaska, members of the Alaska Territorial 
Legislature and such other officials of the Territory 
as may be by law then elective, each of the 
qualified electors of the Territory shall be afforded 
an opportunity to vote upon the question as to 
whether a one-House Legislature shall be provided 
for the Territory of Alaska, etc.” 

Delegate Dimond is an American-born citizen of 
the United States, has been a leading lawyer in 
Alaska for twenty-five years, is intimately 
acquainted with the history of the origin and 
development of the Constitution of the United 
States, and also, particularly, of the Organic Act of 
1912, creating the Legislature of Alaska with the 
usual two houses, the Senate and House of 
Representatives.  He was an honored member of 
the Territorial Senate in Alaska for eight years, and 
realizes better than any member of the House in 
1935, who voted to destroy the Territorial Senate, 
its advantages and its necessity as a protection to 
the safety and best interests of the whole people of 
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Alaska. 
Delegate Dimond knows, too, that a unicameral 

legislature of 24 members as suggested in Mr. 
Greens Memorial, will cost exactly as much as and 
no more that two houses, one of 16 
representatives, the other of 8 senators; he also 
knows that the Organic Act of Alaska provides that 
the United States pay all the expenses of the 
Alaska Legislature as it is now organized, and that 
there will be no saving of expense in the proposed 
abolishment of the Senate as stated in the Dimond 
Referendum law. 

In the convention of 1787, called by Congress to 
meet in Philadelphia to form the Constitution of the 
United States, George Washington was 
unanimously chosen its President, and Benjamin 
Franklin, James Madison, and all those 
Revolutionary statesmen who formed and signed 
the Constitution were among its active members.  
On July 21st 1787, in the Committee of the whole, 
after long and careful consideration on the question 
for resolving “that the Legislature ought to consist 
of two branches,” the delegates from the states of 
Massachusetts, Connecticut, Pennsylvania, 
Vermont, North Carolina, South Carolina and 
Georgia voted Aye; those from New York, New 
Jersey and Delaware voted No; while those from 
Maryland cast a divided vote on that question.  
Thus seven and one-half states voted in the 
affirmative, two and one-half sates voted in the 
negative, and Maryland divided its votes, whereby 
the bicameral or double-branch of the Congress of 
the United States was settled upon and agreed to, 
as it has existed ever since, with a Senate and 
House of Representatives. 

Kentucky and Tennessee were created states by 
Congress in 1790, with the usual double legislative 
branches, but with-out any former Territorial form 
of government.  An Ordinance for the government 
of the Territory of the United States northwest of 
the River Ohio was enacted by the Congress of the 
Confederation of the Thirteen Colonies, on July 
17th, 1787, just two months before the signing of 
the Constitution in Philadelphia on September 17th, 

1787.  That was the first and last act of the 
Thirteen Colonies for the creation of a Territory 
west of the Allegheny Mountains.  That first United 
States Territory embraced a region covering the 
present states of Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, 
Wisconsin and Minnesota.  The Ordinance 
provided that in that great, wild western territory, 
“the General Assembly, or Legislature, shall 
consist of the Governor, Legislative Council and a 
House of Representatives.”  And later when each 
of the Territories and States created out of the 
Ohio Territory prepared its individual Organic Act 
and Constitution, each voluntarily created a 
Legislature consisting of the Governor, Senate and 
House of Representatives.  That full form of 
National Territorial and State legislative 
government is older than the United States 
Constitution.  It is the full American form of 
legislative government! 

It was 150 years, to a day, from June 21st, 1787, 
to June 20th, 1937, when Mr. Dimond introduced 
his Bill No. 6651 in the 74th Congress, first session, 
to begin the destruction of the American principle 
of building a full territorial form of government in 
Alaska.  After thirty-two territorial governments, in 
that identical form in the great West beyond the 
Allegheny Mountains, have developed into free 
American States of great wealth and have become 
pillars of strength in the richest and best governed 
nation on earth, where citizens have greater liberty 
than ever in lands across the sea, it has occurred 
to a few unwise members of the lower House of the 
Alaska Legislature and the Delegate in Congress 
to attempt to destroy, rather than to develop and 
construct, a similar State government in Alaska, on 
that national form. 

In the Democratic platform adopted by 
convention of delegates of that party at Seward in 
January 1936, it was declared as its first plank that: 
“In keeping with the principle of representative 
government, we urge home rule for Alaska, and to 
that end we not only favor a FULL TERRITORIAL 
FORM OF GOVERNMENT,  but we also believe 
that all Federal and Territorial offices in Alaska 



ought to be filled * * * * by recognized members of 
the party in power.” 

The names of Delegate Dimond and 
Representative Joe Green are signed to that 
platform.  They pledged their party and the people 
who voted for them, to abide by and carry out that 
plank, if elected; then afterward, and now, they 
propose and are urging the repeal of the Organic 
Law creating the Territorial Senate which is one of 
the main features of the “full territorial form of 
government” which the candidates mentioned, 
pledged their honor to support. 

Now, what is a “FULL TERRITORIAL FORM” of 
government?  The answer is certain, clear and 150 
years old, by the adoption in thirty-two “full 
territorial forms” adopted by every Congress and 
Party since the organization of our Constitution in 
1787, including Washington Territory, and in our 
Alaska Organic Act in 1912.  So far as the 
legislative branch of that “full territorial form of 
government” is included, the “form” includes a 
Governor, a Territorial Senate and House of 
Representatives. 

Every candidate for the Legislature proposed 
since the passage of the Alaska Organic Act of 
1912 which created the Alaska Legislature, has 
pledged his constituents to support a “full territorial 
form of government” in Alaska, always led in that 
promise so widely made, by that able old 
Democratic wheel horse, Governor John W. Troy, 
whose battle cry for a decade has ever been in 
favor of that provision.  A “full territorial form of 
government” in Alaska has always meant that 
FORM of territorial government which was adopted 
with the Constitution of the United States in 1787, 
first by the Congress of the Confederation, in the 
creation of the first Territory northwest of the river 
Ohio; and, second, enacted later in the 
organization of the Territories of Indiana, Illinois, 
Michigan, Wisconsin and Minnesota, and thereafter 
in all the western and southern Territories since 
that date, including the Territories of Washington 
and Alaska. 

Governor Troy well appreciates the wide 

difference between preserving the American “form” 
in developing American territories into American 
states, and in adopting new and needed powers for 
the development and extension of such territories 
into new states as the necessities of the people 
demand them.  In his recent report to the Secretary 
of the Interior, the Governor made that perfectly 
plain when he said: 

“1.  I again recommend the establishment of a 
full Territorial form of government in Alaska.  None 
are so well qualified to determine policies of 
government and direct it as people who live in the 
Territory.  They are familiar with conditions, and 
they are vitally interested in good government and 
Territorial growth. 

“2.  The Territorial Legislature should have equal 
power with Congress to legislate on the fisheries 
and game of Alaska and all needed subjects of 
legislation.” 

These statements by the Governor explain his 
position clearly.  They are sensible, wise and 
developing.  They do not suggest the repeal and 
destruction of any part of the “full territorial form of 
government” in Alaska.  They only appeal for 
additional power to build better and stronger in 
preparation for Statehood, as was done in the 
Territories in the West where great States were 
constructed on the same territorial “form” and 
foundations that Alaska now has. 

Governor Troy was born and raised in the 
Territory of Washington, and has resided in the 
Territory of Alaska for forty years.  His brothers 
grew up as legislators under the “full territorial form 
of government” in Washington, similar to that now 
in force in Alaska, and aided in creating a 
sovereign State in the American Union on that 
foundation.  Neither of them, nor the Governor, can 
be quoted, to this date, as demanding the repeal of 
any basic part of the full territorial form of primary 
government which each supported so loyally for 
half a century, in two great Territories.  For an 
increase in legislative power in aid of wider 
prosperity and greater human freedom, yea; but for 
mere political change in form without greater 
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apparent benefit to the people of the Territory, and 
with their well considered favor and public request, 
no! 

If a mere change of form by abolishing the 
Territorial Senate is urged as desirable, might not 
that idea be extended to repeal that clause of the 
Organic Act which gives the Governor power to 
veto a bill which he considers objectionable to the 
public welfare?  Why not?  His veto power is 
equally a block, a barrier, and sometimes a 
necessary hindrance to legislative freedom to pass 
the laws a group of fanatics may want enacted.  Of 
course, if the Governor’s veto power were 
absolute, it would, or might, make him an 
autocratic obstacle to the enactment of proper 
laws.  To avoid that evil, it is provided in the 
Organic Act of Alaska that his veto of both Houses 
and the bill passed into a valid law, notwithstanding 
his objection. 

And what will Congress do if such a referendum 
from the voters of Alaska is presented to it?  It will 
not be bound to act in compliance with any request 
of the people, or of the Legislature of Alaska.  The 
whole matter of reorganizing our Legislature will 
then be wide open to the powers or prejudices of 
Congress.  Where will it stop, and who can guide 
it?  What other changes may it make in our 
legislative body, and, if so, how?  Will it add largely 
increased powers of taxation; will it add, as it may, 
increased taxes or license fees on the output of 
Alaska gold or fisheries; will it limit those powers, 
or what not?  Will it provide for the election of the 
legislators by proportional provisions, or by the 
ratio of population, and repeal our elections by 
divisional districts?  The people of Alaska had 
better let well enough alone! 

Each of the two branches of the Legislature has 
the same power of veto that is given to the 
Governor.  Before a bill can become a law, even 
with the approval of the Governor, it must have 
passed each branch with a majority affirmative 
vote.  If either refuses or fails to pass it with an 
affirmative majority vote, it cannot become a law, 
even with the Governor’s approval.  So each 

house, the Senate and the lower branch, has the 
same practical power of veto as that possessed by 
the Governor, though to be exercised at different 
times and in different ways – all and each to bar 
the enactment of vicious or unnecessary 
legislation. 

Assuming, now, the adoption of the proposed 
plan of abolishing the Territorial Senate as a proper 
means of securing freedom in legislative action, by 
the creation of a single House of twenty-four 
members, what will happen?  A bill could be 
enacted into law, if the Governor is retained with 
veto power, by an affirmative vote of 13 members, 
with the approval of the Governor.  If the Governor 
objected and vetoed the bill, then by a two-thirds 
vote of the single House of twenty-four members, 
the Governor’s objection could be overcome by 
sixteen votes in favor of the passage of the bill, 
notwithstanding his objection! 

Suppose, then, you have a single House of 
twenty-four members as compactly agreed as the 
lower House was in 1935; suppose they were 
politically grouped, as Communists or 
Conservatives?  Within the same few hours that 
the 1935 House occupied in considering the 
question of repeal involved there, those twenty-four 
men acting together, with sixteen votes, by 
overriding the Governor’s veto, could remove every 
Territorial official in disagreement, appoint his 
successor and change the whole body of the 
Territorial government in Alaska in one day!  Such 
a Legislature might run wild in raising taxes, in 
making excessive appropriations or in passing 
revolutionary laws, without consulting the people, 
for there would be no check on their unlimited 
powers. 

Good laws, after American forms and principles, 
will not lose virility by a brief delay and the 
protection by reasonable bars, blocks and barriers 
in their passage.  Bad laws in violation of long 
established American forms ought never to be 
allowed immunity from those obstacles suggested 
as dangerous by our Constitution makers of 1787, 
and renewed and preserved in very state 



constitution and Territorial Organic Act since that 
date.  The Senate has always been the 
conservative and safe body in the Alaska 
Legislatures.  It will be dangerous to the continued 
existence of our “full territorial form of government” 
to allow unthinking or designing men to destroy it. 

It is particularly a bad time, just now, to begin to 
tear down that “form” of government which has 
guided and protected our people for 150 years in 
the development of the greatest nation on earth.  
The Territorial House voted unanimously to destroy 
one of our legislative safeguards; the Territorial 
Senate saved the situation by defeating the plan by 
a vote of six against, and only two for it.  The six 
senators who stood bravely for the American form 
of government and principles are entitled to honor 
for so doing. 

Every citizen in the United States in Alaska, 
every man and every woman who can vote, ought 
to vote against the proposed destruction of the 
Territorial Senate when the question “as to whether 
a one-house Legislature shall be provided for the 
Territory of Alaska” is submitted to the voters at the 
general election in the year 1938. 

JAMES WICKERSHAM 
Juneau, Alaska 
January, 1938 
 
[also clipping pasted on inside front cover:] 
HOGGATT, WILFORD BACON, ’84.  Died on 
February 26, 1938, after a prolonged illness at the 
U.S. Veterans’ Hospital in New York, N.Y.  He was 
Governor of Alaska from 1906 to 1909. 

Diary 46, 1937 
September  

[next page] 
[3 U.S.P.S. postage stamps with picture of Alaska 
– Mt. McKinley in background, farm in foreground – 
3 cent] 
[1 U.S.P.S. postage stamp with picture of Stratford 
Hall and busts of Lee and Jackson – 4 cent] 
 
[clipping of poem:] 

Klondike Memories 
Up in the Klondike under the Yukon’s spell, 
Mem’ries of places we all knew so well- 

Where are the faces we greeted each day,  
With the familiar old greeting, “Are you still in the pay?” 
Jimmy Kerry’s, the Opera House, the old Northern Café,  
Ralph Boyker, Lon Griffin and old Jim McKay . . .  
Bill McPhee, Harry Spencer, the Frenchman Ladue, 
“Spieler” Kelley, Hans Stark from around Caribou. 
Stanley & Worden, Skiff Mitchell, Charlie Lamb, 
Dick Lowe of the Fraction just below Carmack’s dam. 
 
Remember the Butler boys, Richard and Bill, 
Frank Gotch and Joe Carroll took ‘em both for a spill. 
Tom Lippy, Joe Putrow, Charlie Anderson, John Lee, 
Pickett and Hall, the whistling Joe Nee. 
The Berry boys, Clarence, Fred, Henry and Frank, 
“Swiftwater” Willie and Somers – old Hank. 
The big Swede Andy Olson, John Martin the Greek, 
John Nelson, Ray Stewart and young Billy Leek. 
Where’s Frank Phiscator, Bill Ligget, Jim York, 
Joe Lamie, Ike Jensen, Humbolt Gates and John Bourke? 
 
Old Captain Constantine of the Mounted Police, 
“Nigger” Jim Daugherty and Louis Langloise. 
The Treasure boys, Benny and Jimmy –some team- 
Pete and Sid Wilson, prospectors supreme. 
Billy Lloyd and his “rocker” song cheering the crowd, 
Frank Buteau, Morency, Charlie Hill talking loud. 
Bob English, whose  whiskers were long and quite blond, 
Peters the jeweler, and young Louis Pond- 
The A.C. employees, Jim Wert and Big Steve, 
Smiling George Russell, with never a peeve. 
 
Cap. Hansen, Charlie Debney, big-hearted John Raap, 
Bill Fairbanks, Mizener, Trenneman, Pop 
Lindsay, McGowan who knew the law’s kinks, 
Gold weigher Al Whistle; Bob Menzies, he winks 
At old Uncle Hoffman who loaned money galore, 
At two per cent monthly, three balls o’er the door. 
Father Judge built the hospital and broke himself down, 
Nursing old timers and folks around town. 
Bill and Ma Huson’s old Bank Café, 
Sam Bonnifield’s corner.  Where’s Billy McRae? 
 
And Henry Macaulay, Dawson City’s first mayor, 
Barney Sugrue, dear old Barney, and big Harry Hare. 
Where’s young Gene LaPorte from up on Last Chance? 
Jack Eilbeck is kidding Duff Pattulo’s white pants. 
Billy Wright, Bert Parker, young Tommy McSmart, 
And dear Bert Collyear, the man with a heart. 
Lee Loomis and Manley, two clever young traders, 
Sold hay and oat burners for stages and graders. 
Where’s Mushon Fred Jansa with his cute little can, 
Peddling sandwiches, weinies, and where’s Pat Moran? 

Diary 46, 1938 
September  

 
Bob Service, the bank clerk, the world’s famous poet, 
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Br’ot fame to the Yukon, and gold to his pocket. 
Where’s Marchbank’s Del Monte, Joe Jourdan’s Bodega? 
Field’s Northern Annex and Sargent & Pinska? 
Where’s the old “M. & N.,” Dominion, Bonanza, 
Monte Carlo, Savoy and Tom Chisholm’s Aurora. 
There was “Spare Rib” Jim Mackinson’s up at the Forks, 
George Noble’s Criterion, and the old soda pop works. 
“Snowy” and Billy Owens, Jim O’Neal, Jack Devine, 
Dan and Ed Anderson, and young Jakey Kline. 
Charlie Frey and Ben Davis, two upright young men, 
Peddled cigars and tobacco, played solo and pan. 
 
Where are the old steamboats, the Alice, May West, 
The Cudahy, Hannah, the lower river’s best? 
The upper river flagship-the Goddard, supreme, 
Made the historical first round trip upstream. 
The Ora, Nora and Flora, what a vanishing fleet, 
The old Captains were men, though sometimes indiscreet. 
And where’s the sky pilots, Bishops Stringer and Rowe, 
Who spent useful lives visiting the humblest igloo. 
And dear old George Pringle of Klondike Creeks fame 
And Rev. Hall Young-they worked in God’s name. 
 
Gene Allen of the “Nugget,” Art Dever of the “News,” 
Art George, and Buel-he loved to amuse 
With his clever cartoons-a real Sourdough, 
We wonder whatever became of Frank Lowe? 
The gambling fraternity, on the whole a good bunch, 
You could always win out if you had the right hunch. 
And what a wonderful country to grow healthy and wise, 
Where you caught a nice breakfast through a hole in the ice! 

-“Griff.” 
 

Diary 46, 1937 
September 27-
30 

1937 
September 27th 

Working on Brief in Femmer vs City of Juneau and 
Northland Transportation Company, on appeal to 
U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals, San Francisco – a 
longwinded case made by the City officials and the 
Northland Co. – which last defendant has an easy 
contract and does not want a decision – especially 
against it. 

-28th – 
Same as yesterday on Femmer Brief. – its a hard 
case & the Judges opinion makes it harder! 

-29th- 
Same as yesterday in office. 

-30- 
Same as yesterday on Femmer Brief! 

Diary 46, 1938 
October 1-2 

October 1, 1937. 
The brief in the Femmer case has given me much 
trouble in research, but I am at last able to see the 
end of the theory of the case & hope to finish it as 
soon as the printed Transcript reaches me from the 
clerks office in San Francisco.  Recd. letter from 
Darrell – he and Jane are well and happy which 
makes me so. 

-Oct. 2- 
Femmer case study as yesterday 
Bar Association today – just eating & the 
announcement that Faulkner would give the 
Association the [?] 3 weeks from today as the 
Norwegian Consul!  Japan-China war fierce & 
bloody! 

Diary 46, 1937 
October 3-8 

-Oct. 3- 
Sunday: worked in the office, but cannot do much 
on Femmer Brief till the printed Record Transcript 
comes.  Not arrived from Clerks office S.F. yet. 

Oct. 4-5-6-7. 
Working on Femmer Brief etc. 
Wrote long letter to Darrell. 

-8th- 
I am about finished with work on the Femmer Brief 
– it has been a laborious task and I am glad to 
approach the end.  I cannot finish it because I have 
not yet received the printed official transcript of 
Record from the Clerk of U.S. court at S.F. yet. 

Diary 46, 1937 
October 9-10 

-9th – 
Same as usual – Femmer Brief.  Sunday 10th but 
worked in the office for I am scared on the tricks 
the defendants may play on us by a dismissal of 
this contract – but we think we have them beaten if 
they stand up to the assignment & the U.S. Circuit 
Court of Appeals consider it fully. 

-10th - 
Finished Femmer brief & gave it to Roden to read.  
He has not given me an hours assistance in its 
preparation.  I am disgusted with Roden – he wont 
help me draw the brief, but is voluble in criticising 
what and how I do.  He is an obstacle and not an 
aid, it is discouraging to work with him. 
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-11th- 
In the office – trying to catch up with my 
correspondence. 

-12- 
Nothing yet from Clerk U.S. Circuit Court of 
Appeals in the way of Printed Record on Appeal.  I 
am inclined to cut my brief down – its too long - & 
the cost of printing excessive. 

-13-14-15- 
Recd letter from Clerk U.S.C.C. at San Francisco 
saying printed record in Femmer case forwarded 
but no record, yet.  Same as usual in the office.  
Received copy of Naval officers with Alaska 
articles & beautiful photos from           Erskine, 
Kodiak 

Diary 46, 1937 
October 16 

-16th - 
Received a fine copy of Fontonell’s The Northern 
Worthiness, the lives of “Worthys” – Peter the 
Great & Catherine 1st, London, 1730, 2nd Ed.  An 
English translation from the French.  It is not much 
of a book & seems to be material copied from the 
earlier English books by travelers & diplomats.  
Also Erskine, from Kodiak, sent me a copy of U.S. 
Naval Institute Proceedings July 1937.  Alaska 
number – filled with articles by Naval officers.  Also 
I received copy of a recent book “The Klondike 
Nugget,” based on Genl Allen’s newspaper of that 
title established in Dawson in June 1898.  No copy 
of the printed record in Femmer v City, received 
yet. 

Diary 46, 1937 
October 17-18 

-17th – 
Sunday – at home writing letters. 

-18th - 
Alaska Day – 70th Birthday 
Seventy years ago today the Russians formally 
transferred Alaska – or Russian America, as they 
called it to Genl. Rousseau, U.S. Commissioner for 
the United States – the Czars flag was lowered and 
that of Uncle Sam was raised to the top of the flag 
pole on Baranov’s Castle hill,  The school teacher 
at Douglas telephoned me to come over & talk 
about it to the children – raining, blowing and sorry 
I could not go. 

Diary 46, 1937 
October 18-19 

-18th – 
Sent a copy of my Bibliography of Alaskan Lit. to 
Jim. ONeill, S.F. also my correspondence with the 
West Publishing Co. about Resume of courts & 
Laws in Alaska, to Darrell with a request to return 
them etc. when he has read them.  Also letter 
about divorce from an insane wife to Capt. LaGasa 
– now at Kodiak – she is insane – has been for 12 
years, at Northern Washington Hospitals, at Sedro 
Wooley – Supt. writes incurable! 

-19th- 
I became impatient at the slow aid given to me by 
Femmer’s private stenographer in copying my 
written parts of the Brief in the case against 
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19 
the City and asked them to return the Ms. to me – it 
was good that I did for it was so badly done that I 
am rewriting it.  Nothing yet from the printed 
Transcript of the Record on Appeal in that case. 
Attended a meeting of the Tuberculosis Assoc. 
sending out letters all over the Territory to gather 
funds for the cure of that disease & rules of 
conduct etc. 

-20th - 
Working in the office as usual.  Mrs. Mildred R. 
Hermann, lady attorney has rented the room 
adjoining mine and starts off with enthusiasm to 
practice law.  She has a husband who has a 
lucrative business in the Juneau Drug Store, and 
will be sure of support anyway. 

Diary 46, 1937 
October 20-22 

-20th – 
The Methodist Aid Society met at our house today 
– Grace is very fond of Mrs. Kenan, the President 
of that society.  Dolores is a member of that church 
also.  As were the Vroomans – Graces parents. 

-21st – 
In the office as usual – no printed record so far.  
On application at the Post Office the clerk said 
packages would be put out tomorrow – slow mail, 
but I cannot finish my brief until I get the Transcript 
– tomorrow – or whenever it is reached by the slow 
mail. 

-22- 
Same as yesterday.  Recd today Transcript in 
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Femmer case from S.F. 

Diary 46, 1937 
October 23-24 

-23rd – 
Attended setting of cases for trial in court this 
morning: my case of Bond vs Dyrdahl, et. al. will be 
tried when the jury cases – criminal & others are 
finished:  Attended the Bar Association luncheon 
specially given by H.L. Faulkner, as Deputy Consul 
for Denmark, lawyer, to the members of the bar 
and a party of his friends – a fine luncheon and a 
pleasant occasion. 

-24th - 
Sunday:  Working on Femmer Brief.  The Printed 
Transcript enables work- & I must now get it 
finished soon. 

Diary 46, 1937 
October 25-27 

-25- 
In the office as usual working on the final 
conclusion of the Femmer Brief.  It has been a 
nightmare, but I can now see the end – the tail end 
of the animal! 

-26th – 
My Femmer Brief is done all but a final touch, when 
it will be ready to print – its not satisfactory, but still 
I am convinced! 

-27- 
Still “finishing” that damn Femmer Brief all done but 
table of cases. 
Roden has not given me an hour of assistance – 
has greatly hindered me with refusal!! 

Diary 46, 1937 
October 28-29 

-28th – 
The Femmer brief is finally in the printers hands – 
though I will yet have to prepare the Subject Index 
with a proper arrangement of the authorities – but 
that cannot be done until the Mss. is set in type & 
paged – any way work is done. 

-29th - 
This day received from Mifs A. Bowden a very 
competent typist the final copy of my Ms. on “the 
Alaska Gold Fields – Juneau and Treadwell” 98 
pages – really a carefully prepared & typed story of 
the early discovery and development of gold in 
S.E. Alaska (over) 

Diary 46, 1937 
October 29 

29 
I am very much pleased with Mifs Bowdens work 
as copyist – she rather disappointed me in making 
the charge for her work – she charged me only 
$2000.  When I offered to pay her more for her 
really fine work, she refused to accept the increase 
– which she was really entitled to – she earned a 
larger sum, and I will try to make it up hereafter! 
I must now read the Ms. and also take up 
Bremner’s story of the discovery & development of 
the Yukon basin gold fields, by him and the Indians 
who first found gold on the Koyukuk, & at Rampart, 
Birch creek – these by John Minook, Pitka & 
Sorresco! 

Diary 46, 1937 
October 30-31 

-30th – 
Printing on Femmer Brief O.K.  It is extending more 
& farther, but I am having it our with the printers 
now. 

-31st - 
Sunday.  Grace & I reread the Ms. Old Yukon 
Trails today for comparison with the two type 
written copies, made at different times - & we find 
many small corrections & put in 14 hours doing so 
– I will send it – the best copy – to my 
correspondent L.S. Mercer, of the West Publishing 
Co. for reading & on the suggestion that it is a 
biography of myself & my law reports - & the Co. 
might print it for that reason! 

Diary 46, 1937 
November 1-2 

November 1st – 1937 
Struggling with printers to get the Femmer Brief 
finished – it’s a job.  Mrs. Dr. Shore came on the 
boat today from Anchorage – Seward – Joe Kehoe, 
U.S. Attorney at Valdez has filed charges against 
Dr. Shore for misconduct – unprofessional – as 
physician at Anchorage – before the Territorial 
Medical board – set for hearing here in Juneau, 
Dec. 15th 1937.  Advised her as to his defense, 
gave a letter to Lawyer Warren N Cuddy, 
Anchorage $100. retainer. 

-Nov. 2- 
Same as yesterday – in the office 

Diary 46, 1937 
November 3-4 

3rd 
Femmer brief finished printing. 
Grace assisted me very much! 



Printers will deliver it tomorrow.  It is not 
satisfactory, but I could not get Henry Roden to 
assist me in its preparation.  He was as 
unsatisfactory as the brief! 

-Nov. 4th- 
Appointed Notary Public today – expired Oct. 17 – 
last. 
Printers are slow in finishing the Brief in the 
Femmer case, but no boat going south for three 
days!  Mike Sullivans Yakataga oil case papers 
about concluded!  

Diary 46, 1937 
November 5-6 

-5th -6th - 

Saturday – The Juneau Bar Assoc held its weekly 
meeting out at Robertsons country club house – 
near Auke Bay – on the shore and beach today.  
Jack Mullen, Pres. Behrends Bank and Bob 
Coughlin, clerk of the District Court, provided the 
liquor, cigars & food – a big party – all the lawyers 
except Grigsby & Faulkner attended.  I went out 
with Banfield in his fine automobile – good dinner.  
Heard the football game Huskies – U. of W & 
Berkeley Bears – over telephone – the “boys” who 
enjoyed “red liquor” enjoyed to party. 

Diary 46, 1937 
November 7-8 

-7th – 
Sunday – Wrote letter etc. to Dr. Shore Anchorage 
& Warren N. Cuddy, Atty. about charges preferred 
against the Doctor by Juneau Medical Board.  Joe 
Kehoe’s signature – giving my views on defense – 
on Dec. 15th. 

-8th - 
Cleaning up papers etc. in Femmer case – Brief 
etc. gone to S.F.  Asked Boyle, Auditor to send 
copy of the Compiled Laws of Alaska, 1933, to the 
clerk of the U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals for their 
library – may be needed in the Femmer case.  
Have read the brief & it is not bad!  The Tweet 
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8 
Mr. & Mrs. Tweet & children called at my office to 
kindly pay their respects – they have lived for many 
years at Teller, on Port Clarence, above Nome – 
they tell me mining in the region there is improving 
– they are in mining, and taking the first trip outside 
in many years.  I had much correspondence with 
them & the head of the Tweet family when I was in 

Congress.  Fire broke out in Burford’s notion store 
– paper etc. tonight about 8 pm. – store in the 
Valentine Bldg. – immediately underneath my 
office, considerable damage to Burford – but did 
not reach my office – put out by the Fire 
department. 
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-9th - 
Same as usual in the office. 
Cyril Zuboff, present[?] the President of the Alaska 
Native Brotherhood, called.  He is going over to 
Kake to attend the annual assembly of the Alaska 
Native Brotherhood assembly tomorrow.  He told 
me that Wm. L. Paul had been catching the official 
radio, telephone messages between Juneau and 
Kake on his short wave radio and giving the 
information (?) etc. to Mrs. Hermann.  Mrs. H. also 
came in later & told me the same story!  Mrs. M. is 
as busy as bee, these days, in trying Indian cases.  
I am told that she is working with Paul! on some 
basis! 

Diary 46, 1937 
November 10 

-10th - 
After talking the Indian land case over with Zuboff, 
and thinking about it I sent the following telegram 
today. 
“President Alaska Native Brotherhood Assembly, 
Kake, Alaska:  If any further reference is made to 
my employment as an attorney for the recovery in 
the Tlingit and Haida Tribal land suit authorized by 
the Act of Congress June 19, 1935, Public 152, say 
to the natives assembled at Kake that I will not 
accept employment in that case  stop  Tribes have 
been so unjustly betrayed in Washington through 
Collier amendments made at the last moment 
without notice to you that it is no longer honest or 
favorable to your interests and I will not mislead 
you with the promise that it will be beneficial to you 
or to them  stop  Any judgment obtained in that 
case if any 

Diary 46, 1937 
November 10-11 

10 
can be secured will be expended by the most 
extravagant and selfish Bureau in the government 
service and your people will never receive payment 
for their ancestral lands fisheries homes and 
property as they ought  stop  I fear that your tribes 
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will go to a poverty stricken old age while groups of 
dishonest bureau officials will enjoy the (fruits) 
funds which are honestly yours and I do not intend 
to be a party to the frauds against you. 

James Wickersham 
Telegram sent by night radio telephone. 

-11th - 
Armistice day – a holiday – at home most of the 
day reading translation of Doroshin’s report 
(Russian) on prospecting for gold in Russian 
America (Alaska, after 1867).  Mifs Francis Harland 
called – we went over her translation & typing of 
Doroshin’s Russian report – she corrected same – 
looks O.K. & I think she is a competent translator – 
paid her $1150
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November 12 

-12th - 
The new U.S. Alaska stamp is issued by U.S. 
Postoffice this day.  Grace bought 50 Alaska three 
cent stamps – had Jack Hawkes get them after 12 
oclock last night. 

Had a long conference with Chappell – who is 
organizing the Alaska Genl. Ins. Co. but so far his 
results are not satisfactory.  Had talk with John 
Reck, Pres. of the First Nat. Bank on Monday, 8th & 
he is not satisfied either & said he would not take 
any stock in the Co.  I am about of same opinion – 
not enough financial interest in the Territory – too 
much Chappell!!  I 
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told Chappell that he must get business men of 
established capital to act as Committees in 
Fairbanks, Anchorage, Juneau, Ketchikan, etc. so 
as to make the proposed stockholders have 
confidence before they will pay up & put the project 
in confidence with those who are asked to 
subscribe.  Chappell told me he had deposited 
$10,000 subscriptions with Reck as trustee – Reck 
told me two or three days ago that Chappell had 
only deposited with him, as trustee, the sum of 
$4,185.00!!  I believe Reck, and I am sorry to be 
obliged to to withdraw my confidence in Chappell. 
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[Envelope addressed to Wickersham with new 
Alaska stamp on it] 

First Alaska Stamp received. 
The new Alaska stamp is ordered by thousands of 
philatelists – from the states. 

-Nov. 13th - 
The Alaska-Juneau Bar Association held its weekly 
lunch at the penthouse on top of the Juneau 
Electric Light & Power Co. new building, on 
invitation of Pullen 
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13 
the local manager of that company. 
During the luncheon I sat at a small table with 
Henry Roden, born & educated in Germany, and 
Hugh J. Wade, a “New Deal” office holder, and 
they brought up the subject of changing the 
Organic Act of 1912, Alaska, by repealing that part 
of the Act providing for a Territorial Senate as part 
of the Alaska Legislature.  I promptly opposed the 
project, and they both advocated it strongly!  
Roden challenged me to put my argument in 
writing so that he could publicly oppose it!  I 
returned that I was “an American” & strongly 
believed in the American system of constitutional 
checks & 
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balances”  such as had been created by Franklin, 
Monroe, Jefferson, Washington & the Fathers of 
our American Constitution & forms of government.  
Wade joined Roden in denouncing these great 
founders and I defended them and their work.  The 
argument grew hot and I grew still hotter – and told 
Roden he was not an American etc. etc.  I shall 
take a public part in denouncing Dimond, who 
introduced & secured a passage of a bill, act in 
resolution in Congress permitting the people of 
Alaska to vote on the matter at the next election!  
The “New Deal” is so powerful that it may persuade 
the people of Alaska to adopt the scheme, but I will 
fight it to the end of the struggle!! 

Diary 46, 1937 
November 14-15 

-14- 
[clipping] 

CYRIL ZUBOFF 
PRESIDENT OF 
BROTHERHOOD 

Mrs. Bessie Miller of Juneau 



Elected Head of Alaska 
Native Sisterhood 

Cyril Zuboff of Juneau was elected President of 
the Alaska Native Brotherhood for the third term at 
the convention which closed in Kake Saturday, 
according to information received here.  Other 
officers elected were: 

David Howard, Sitka, and David Morgan, Tatitlik, 
vice presidents; Frank Johnson, Kake, secretary; 
Don Miller, Wrangell, treasurer, and Herbert 
Bradley, Wrangell, sergeant-at-arms. 

Mrs. Bessie Miller of Juneau was elected 
president of the Alaska Native Sisterhood, and 
other officers chosen were: 

Mabel Willard, Wrangell, vice president; Mrs. 
Anna Zuboff, Juneau, secretary; Mrs. Andrew 
Wannamaker, Angoon treasurer, and Mrs. Evelyn 
Johnson, Kake, sergeant-at-arms. 

Klawock was voted as the next convention city 
and the convention went on record for abolition of 
intoxicating liquor from Alaska; asking a change in 
the Enabling Act relative to land title by Thlinget 
and Haida Indians; for a further campaign on 
tuberculosis among the natives of Alaska. 

The convention authorized the organizing of 
other divisions and officers for a tour of Southeast 
Alaska in the spring.  The Alaskan was named the 
official organ and Albert White the Brotherhood 
attorney.  Among visitors were Mrs. C.W. Wade, of 
Juneau, organizer for the W.C.T.U. Delegate 
coming the farthest distance was Max Italio of 
Yakutat. 
 
Sunday – as usual at home in library. 

-15th - 
The Indians seem to be in opposition to Paul – but 
they have been apparently controlled by Al. White 
– who is retained as their Attorney, which will not 
please the officials of the Indian Bureau.  Al. is (1) 
a prominent Republican, and (2) is a very poor 
lawyer.  I just 
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November 15 

15 
wonder what the U.S. powers will do about having 
him represent the Indians in the land suit.  It’s a 

queer mix up – maybe he will get Henry Roden to 
assist him – for Henry is a good attorney – though 
a crazy communist! 

Received affidavits, etc. from Dr. W.B. Shore, 
Anchorage in the case before the Medical Board to 
disbar him for abortion etc.  Charges in that case 
are made by Kehoe, U.S. atty, and I assume that 
means that the Doctor will be indicted at Valdez for 
that crime.  The Dr. & his nurse deny the charge!! 

Diary 46, 1937 
November 16 

-16th - 
Busy in the office – getting ready to try the case of 
Bond v Green-Dyrdahl on the 26th – witnesses in 
today. 
Poor Mrs. Walstein G. Smith died today – heart 
disease!  She was one of the close friends of both 
Grace & myself – and a fine good woman. 
Her husband was Territorial Treasurer for many 
years – just appointed by Gov. Strong & elected by 
the people of Alaska for other terms.  He is now the 
V.P. of the First National Bank. 
Wrote to Dr. Shore on this mornings boat – about 
his case in the Medical Bond, etc. to his Atty. Ellis. 

Diary 46, 1937 
November 17 

-17th - 
Preparing a statement in re. the Act of Congress 
dated Aug. 16th 1937, H.R. 6651, 75 Cong. 1st 
Sess. introduced by Dimond “To provide a 
referendum in the Territory of Alaska as to the 
establishment of a one-house Legislature” etc. 
some one must oppose this attempt to emasculate 
the Legislature and no one else seems called 
upon, and since I prepared the Organic Act of Aug. 
24, 1912, containing the framework proposed to be 
destroyed I feel that I must defend it – hence my 
work.  It may be destroyed – but I hope not – for 
the New Deal has no regard for fundamental laws. 

Diary 46, 1937 
November 18 

-18th - 
I am just in receipt from Dawson’s Bookstore – 
Book Shop, they call it – 627 So. Grand Ave. Los 
Angeles, Cal. of a fine old copy of “Kwanki ibun” 16 
vols. in case.  1793, in Japanese cursive, with 
colored pictures of what the Japanese sailors saw 
who were cast away on Unalaska Island, taken in 
charge by the Russians & thence to St. Petersburg 
around Cape Horn, and the Hawaiian Islands back 
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to Japan.  “The Great Circumnavigation – the first 
journey made by the Japanese around the world.  
It is a valuable Alaska item – cost me $3000. 

Diary 46, 1937 
November 20-21 

-20- 
Saturday – Juneau Atty Assoc. luncheon.  Percys 
Café.  George Grigsby read a letter from an Utah 
Attorney – Wilson – which created much merriment 
– it was in answer to one from George – who read 
Wilsons letter with great humor.  George ought to 
have been an actor. 

-21st - 
Working on statement in opposition to plan to 
repeal the Act of Congress establishing the 
Territorial Senate. – Joe Green’s memorial of res. 
35, Dimonds referendum by H.R. 6651, June 21, 
1936! a fool provision. 

Diary 46, 1937 
November 22-24 

-22nd – 
Same as yesterday at the office.  Bumner Copper 
mines at night.[?] 

23rd  
Invited Juneau Bar Association to meet at my 
home on Dec. 4th for luncheon.  Working on 
preparation of evidence etc. in the case of Bond vs 
Green Nelson.  Dyrdahl set for trial before Judge 
Alexander, without jury on the 26th.  Made 
agreement with Faulkner to submit Femmer on 
briefs - waived oral argument. 

-24th - 
Working on case of Bond v Green & Nelson – to be 
tried on the 26th. 

Diary 46, 1937 
November 25-26 

-25th – 
Thanksgiving Day! 
Worked in office getting ready for trial of Bond v 
Nelson & Green – tomorrow.  The Hawkes will 
have dinner with us today at my request the Forest 
Service gave Jack Hawkes a job –beginning 
yesterday & he is very much pleased – it is an 
inside job – in the Forest Service shops here in 
town with a good salary – and may last all winter – 
any way he is pleased – so that’s that.  Grace & 
Mrs. H. are also delighted – so it ought to be a 
happy dinner for all concerned! 

-26- 
Trial of Bond v Green & Nelson 

Diary 46, 1937 
November 26 
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all day – a hard fought battle & we are much 
pleased at the result.  The court gave a fair verdict 
– against us for %500.00 and costs, but it was 
much less than I expected – or feared – and settles 
the case!  We will not appeal!  Bond had tendered 
$710200 & interest as settlement – the tender is in 
court & will be used to pay the amount – judgment 
& costs.  Bond wont get a cent for he owes 
Faulkner a large sum for former services where 
Bond was threatened with deportation for unlawful 
entry from a foreign country.  Dyrdahl is much 
pleased! 

Diary 46, 1937 
November 27-28 

-27th – 
Faulkner has this day presented his idea of 
Findings of Fact & Conclusions of Law & 
Judgment, which he wants me to agree to & I 
object to his description of the ground in dispute – 
it does not describe the ground in litigation & 
enlarges the are in dispute, demands interest on 
the judgment from the date of the agreement with 
Nelson, etc. etc. 

-28th - 
Sunday.  Spent the day in my library studying the 
Bremner prospecting trip from Sitka to Yakutat bay 
in 1881-4, and preparing the facts for publication in 
my proposed Ms. on Gold mining. 

Diary 46, 1937 
November 29- 
December 2 

-29th – 31st – 
In the office studying my proposed objection to the 
judgment in the Bond case. 

-December 1, 1937- 
Have convinced Faulkner that he is wrong in his 
Findings etc. in the Bond case, as to the 
description of the land in dispute – the error is now 
corrected in his proposed Findings, but have yet 
the objection that he charges illegal interest. 

-2- 
In the office engaged in preparing an article in 
opposition to the Act of Congress introduced by 
Delegate Dimond “To 
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2 
provide for a Referendum in the Territory of Alaska 
as to the establishment of a one-house Legislature” 
etc. to repeal the clause in the Organic Act of Aug. 



24, 1912, to elect a Legislature with a Senate & a 
House of Representatives.” 

-2nd continued. 
Same as yesterday on objection to changing the 
form of Legislature. 
Prepared objections & exceptions to proposed 
Findings of Fact, Con. of Land & Judgment in Bond 
v Green-Dyrdahl, Dist. Court. 

3rd 
Same in the office.  Dyrdahl in & demands that his 
wife, now have an enlarged area of ground & 
Motion to be heard tomorrow – court 

Diary 46, 1937 
December 4 

-4th - 
Motion calendar called.  When I attempted to argue 
my motion – Faulkner & Stabler opposed by calling 
up the matter of enlarging the area of lot 5-Blk. 15, 
to be included in judgment in favor of my Dyrdahl 
client.  Stabler declared that Dyrdahl was entitled 
to an extension of area – that he represented 
Tverten[?] & Dyrdahl.  Faulkner representing Bond.  
I objected for the whole case was tried on 
description in contract between Green & Mrs. 
Green (now Dyrdahl) and was correct – but I 
smiled, objected on the record & let the court do as 

Diary 46, 1937 
December 4 

4 
he thought best.  Court overruled my motion to 
strike interest & I do not yet know what he did 
about enlarging area allowed Dyrdahl & shall make 
no further objection!! 
Bar Association met at my house today at 1230 for 
luncheon.  Mrs. Wickersham & Mrs. Mildred 
Hermann (Mrs. Herman is a member of the bar) 
gave the luncheon.  Every lawyer in Juneau, 
except J.A. Hellenthal who was sick, attended & 
ladies gave them a fine luncheon!!  Judge 
Alexander in attendance & it was really a 
interesting & enjoyable luncheon. 

Diary 46, 1937 
December 5-6 

-5th – 
Bad day remained at home in my library copying 
John Bremners diary – out of Seton-Karr “Shores & 
Alps of Alaska,” 2204 Biblio. 

-6th - 
In the office, but am taking on a cold.  Have had a 
queer experience with my attorney fee in the Bond 

– Dyrdahl case.  I prepared a copy of my bill 
against Mrs. D. showing a balance of $220.81 due 
me & dictated a letter to her asking her attention 
before she leaves for California tonight.  Mrs. 
Wickersham typed the letter & I asked her to give it 
to a taxi driver & ask him to deliver it. 
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December 6-8 

6 
in about 20 minutes she returned & handed me 
Dyrdahls check for the correct amount – she had 
gone in the taxi & delivered the letter herself & 
Dyrdahl had promptly given her the check, & that’s 
that! 

-8th- 
Another one:  Faulkner & Banfield who fought me 
in the Bond v Dyrdahl case – where I won on an 
accurate map made by Metcalf, C.E. had a case 
for Charlie Wagner & made a sketch map – but got 
their directions wrong – went down one side & an 
end - & then back on the same line – Judge 
Alexander threw them out of course! 

Diary 46, 1937 
December 9 

-9th - 
For two or three days I’ve been writing a political 
article against the Bill for a referendum on the 
attempt to abolish the Territorial Senate – House of 
Rep. U.S. No 6651, passed by Congress, which 
m[?] an election at the general date next fall.  The 
Democrats have long declared in favor of a “full 
Territorial Form of government” – but now they are 
switching to a new declaration in favor of 
abolishing the Senate.  Following Roosevelt they 
are growing more & more in favor of the 
dictatorship of the President the same as Italy & 
Germany – the First form of government – I 
oppose! 

Diary 46, 1937 
December 10-12 

-10th – 
Studying Green-Dimonds efforts to abolish the 
Territorial Senate & writing my objections!  The 
more I thunk over the matter the more I am 
opposed to it. 

-11th – 
Sent a night letter last evening to Dr. Shore, 
Anchorage, inquiring if he is coming to defend 
against charges. 
Bar Association, etc. met today. 
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-12th - 
Sunday – at home.  Received a telegram from Mrs. 
Dr. Shore saying he & his chief witness are aboard 
the Alaska – coming to Juneau. 

Diary 46, 1937 
December 13 

-13th - 
Mrs. Mildred Hermann just in to tell me that two of 
the young fellows she unsuccessfully defended 
attempted a “jail break” this morning.  They beat up 
the guards in the jail, etc. – too bad, for they will 
probably go on trial now for that – and may get 
years more in the penitentiary! 
Prepared a Demurrer & objections against – 
Complaint filed by Kehoe against Dr. Wm B. Shore, 
physician of Anchorage, alleging abortion, etc.  
Grace busy sending out Christmas presents to the 
folks – go out on boat tomorrow.  Dr. Shore coming 
on that boat. 

Diary 46, 1938 
December 14-15 

-14- 
File demurrer & objections to the Charges against 
Dr. Wm B. Shore, with the Alaska Territorial 
Medical Board.  Dr. Dawes & Dr. Council present.  
Also got them to agree to hear the matter & the 
case on the 16th at 10 oclock on Thursday.  Shore 
is enroute from Seward on the boat – but it may not 
get there tomorrow on account of storms & slow 
boat. 

-15th - 
Dr. shore & his nurse arrived this morning – long 
conference – secured John Newman, court 
stenographer, to take testimony tomorrow morning 
in Shore case. 

Diary 46, 1937 
December 16 

-16th - 
Trial of Dr. Shore before Territorial Medical Board – 
we won!  They sustained my demurrer – that they 
had no jurisdiction to try Shore for criminal abortion 
– that was to be done by the Dist. Court on 
indictment – jury trial etc.  Held charge of betraying 
professional suit was trivial - & the charge of deceit 
& fraud not proven – but held it for consideration 
next regular meeting next September!!  A complete 
vindication to date & Shore will go on with his 
professional work until next Sept. Dr. Shore very 
much pleased - & so I am also.  Dr. Shore is a fine 
man – a big game hunter & good company. 

Diary 46, 1937 
December 17 

-17- 
Dr. Wm B. Shore, Anchorage physician & Mifs 
Lucile Atkinson, his nurse witness in the case we 
tried yesterday, had diner with us this evening. 
Mrs. Wickersham and Mifs Atkinson went to the 
“movies”, while the Doctor & I sat in my library & 
talked “books” & big game hunting & enjoyed both.  
I formed a good opinion of both the Doctor & Mifs 
Atkinson. 
During the forenoon of the 16th – Jack Hawkes – 
the Hawkes family occupy the top floor of my 
house – fell in the warehouse while at work for the 
Forest Service and some heavy freight fell on him 
& broke two or three ribs – he is pretty badly hurt & 
will be laid in the hospital for a month or more – Dr. 
Dawes thinks. 

Diary 46, 1937 
December 18 

-18th - 
In the office as usual.  Judge Harry Pratt – from 
Fairbanks in town.  He is the son of Judge Louis K. 
Pratt.  3 Alaska Reports, p. 400, who gave me 
much annoyance while I was on the bench at 
Fairbanks – in Nov. 1907, etc. etc.  Harry is a fine 
young man and is making a good record as U.S. 
District Judge at Fairbanks – the “old man” – his 
father – is yet active, vigorous, pugnacious, etc. 
and runs his old law office in Fairbanks & fights 
Harry the same as he did me, when his son 
decides a case against him his clients!  Bar Assoc. 
today!  Judge Harry Pratt a guest spoke. 

Diary 46, 1937 
December 19-20 

-19th – 
Sunday – in my library 
Jack Hawkes was pretty badly hurt – 4 ribs broken 
& general smash up but he seems to be recovering 
satisfactorily. 
Studying Lt. Allen’s Exploration of the Copper River 
– Bremner etc. 

-20th - 
Writing my views in opposition to Dimonds bill to 
secure a referendum vote in favor of abolishing the 
Territorial as part of our full Territorial form of 
government, which will be voted on at the 
Territorial election next fall.  I shall oppose the 
repeal of the Territorial Senate! 



Diary 46, 1937 
December 21-22 

-21st – 
Same as yesterday in the office. 

-22nd - 
Same as yesterday – had a tooth extracted today – 
the first one I have had “pulled” – three others lost 
in years gone by, one by accident – two when the 
Selby’s beat me up in Valdes, 10 years or more 
ago.  Good teeth. 
Shortest day of the year! 
Darrell sent me $10000 for Christmas present – 
charged Dr. Shore $10000 additional - $200 in all 
for defending him before the Medical Board on 
charges made by Kehoe – we won the contest! 

Diary 46, 1937 
December 23-24 

-23rd – 
As usual in the office.  Grace is busy sending 
Christmas presents - & getting ready for our dinner 
– she has invited Dr. & Mrs. Dawes & their neice, 
Mifs Pariot(?), while Mr. Mike Sullivan & Woodrow 
Atkinson, are my guests. – last, and best, she has 
invited Mifs Ann Coleman, who is the present City 
Librarian & a longtime friend of Graces.  I like Ann 
very much too. 

-24th - 
Same in the office.  Christmas cards coming in – 
and going out!  Red paper, packages, Christmas 
cheer! 

Diary 46, 1937 
December 25 

Saturday, December 25, 1937. 
Christmas Day 

Clear, cold, windy, no snow, fine!  We had a fine 
turkey dinner – and a pleasant visit with our 
friends.  Received a Christmas telegram from Ruth 
with Christmas greetings.  Jack Hawes is getting 
along well.  Grace made loaves of good home 
bread – sent our neighbors loaves!  Grace & Dr. 
Dawes took photographs.  Mrs. Dawes repeated 
her favorite poems, Ann Coleman told stories 
Woodrow Atkinson & Mifs Parrott, “spooned” – 
talked low & in love in the corner.  I enjoyed myself 
and Grace looked after us all! 

Diary 46, 1937 
December 26 

-26th - 
Grace & I considered our finances & whether I 
could employ Mifs Frances Harland to assist in the 
final work on some of my historical notes about the 
History of Alaska – Mining etc. etc.  I have 

sufficient money in my house and lot fronting on 
Franklin St. between 4th and 5th if I can make a sale 
–to keep me 2 years & do the book work besides & 
Grace is anxious to have it done as soon as the 
money is assured! to which I agree – consent. 

I sent copy of my objection to the Dimond Act 
repealing the Alaska Senatorial clauses in the 
organic act to the Ketchikan Chronicle editor with 
letter, asking the prices of reprint from his type. 

Diary 46, 1937 
December 27 

-27- 
Same as usual – Grace has bad cold.  In the 
offices as usual.  Working on Bremners journey 
into the Yukon – down the Tanana river with Lt. 
Allen U.S.A. on epic ride, that down the Tanana 
river – 5 white men on an unknown river – two of 
the party suffering with scurvey tainted bodies – 
helpless, - party without supplies or guides, a 
raging river, over rapids, through dupts[?] – arrived 
at Nuklukayot – Fort Adams, on June 26, 1885!  
Allen was tall, strong, a born leader, and a hero!  
His report says “In running down the Tanana river I 
was ten days without foot gear of any derivation 
and suffered no discomfort.  This was true that he 
and his 3 work[?] men had to be ready at every 
moment to jump into the water 

Diary 46, 1937 
December 27-30 

27 
to keep the skin canoe from overturning and 
throwing the two sick into the water, where they 
would have quickly drowned! 

-28- 
Bad Taku wind & snow storm. 
 
The “Alaska” and “Yukon” steamers tied up at 
anchor in safe harbors. 

-29- 
Fierce storm of wind & snow – boats still in harbors 
– I remained at home 

-30th - 
Storms abating – the “Alaska” in Juneau last night 
Yukon coming in tonight.  In the office today – 
nothing unusual – sent letter “air mail” to Darrell, 
S.F. so as to get there before he leaves (Jany 5) in 
trip to City of Numes[?] 
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[clipping] 
“I am sending this card to tell you, 
That the New Deal has taken away, 
The things that I really needed. 
My workshop, my reindeer, my sleigh, 
Now I’m making my rounds on a donkey, 
He’s old and crippled and slow, 
So you’ll know if I don’t see you Christmas, 
That I’ll be out on my Ass in the snow!” 

Diary 46, 1937 
December 31-
January 2, 1938 

-31st- 
Better weather – everybody getting ready for 
further holiday pleasures. 

-January 1, 1938- 
At home all day in library – studying John Bremner 
& his trip up the Copper river, in 1884 & down the 
Tanana – with Lieut. Henry T. Allen in 1885.  It is 
an interesting and romantic study.  Our friends 
Willman Holbrook’s open house and specially 
asked us over with other neighbors – we went & 
enjoyed the party & the egg-nog! 

-2- 
Sunday in the library as usual. 

Diary 46, 1938 
January 3 

-Jany 3rd- 
Sent copy of my objections to the repeal of the 
Organic Act provisions establishing the Territorial 
as advocated by Joe Green.  Dimond & other “New 
Deal” politicians to the Ketchikan Chronicle for 
publication.  It is my intention to conduct as strong 
a campaign against their scheme as I can, for it is 
a bad suggestion, and ought to be defeated in the 
interest of good government in Alaska.  It is 
Gave Frank Foster a copy of my objections to 
repeal of Territorial Senate to read – and return! 

Diary 46, 1938 
January 4-5 

-4th – 
Same as usual in the office. 
Finished up my correspondence. 
Gave stenographer Ms. of Bremner’s story to the 
the Yukon river: Mifs Bowden. 
Gave Frank Foster copy of my statement objecting 
to the repeal of the Ter. Senate, & he intends to 
take the matter up with the Al. White Republican 
crowd & get them to take my view in the 
Convention or Mass Meeting on Jany. 15th. 

-5- 

Same as usual in the office.  Talked to Grover 
Winn & Faulkner – they are friendly to my 
objections to Repeal of the Ter. Senate, & urge its 
being printed in numbers before Feb. 1st – before 
Rep. Primaries etc. 

Diary 46, 1938 
January 6-9 

-6-7-8- 
Working to get my objections to the Dimond 
Referendum in shape for public use. 
Grace & I work every evening also in studying the 
Bibliograph of Alaska lists of books, etc. and fixing 
proximate values of same for sale in case an offer 
shall be received for the purchase of my Alaska 
library.  I have concluded to attend the Rep. Mass 
meeting next Saturday – 15th. 

-9- 
Grace and I worked all day in library adding prices 
to books etc. in my library list in Bibliography – to 
be ready to dispose of same to buyer of whole 
library – not singly – but in gross. 

Diary 46, 1938 
January 10-11 

-10- 
Much interest in my 10 page study of Objections to 
Dimond Referendum to vote on abolishing Terry. 
Senate.  Frank Foster, Grover Winn, Faulkner & 
other lawyers examining it with regard to its careful 
comparison with constitutional questions involved.  
The Democratic office holders are excited and will 
oppose my ideas & support Dimonds Referendum. 

-11th - 
Working in library in the evening with Grace on my 
books – fixing prices & in the office during day time 
as usual.  Also in correcting & arranging title to my 
objections to the Dimond Referendum. 

Diary 46, 1938 
January 12-15 

-12th – 
In the office as usual.  Have prepared title page to 
my Appeal to the Voters of Alaska in opposition to 
Dimonds Act for a Referendum to abolish the 
Territorial Senate. 

-13th -14th – 
Same in office.  Getting ready for Republican 
Territorial Convention.  I am asked to become the 
Chairman of the Platform Committee – and I am 
doing what I can to pacify the warring factions - & 
succeeding in par at least!  It now begins to look 
like we can have a peaceful convention. 



-15th - 
The Territorial Republican Convention 

Diary 46, 1938 
January 15 

January 15th 1938 
met this morning in the Union Hall – the old Moose 
Hall.  Al. White and his friends are in charge, but 
he, especially, has said to me that there could be 
an attempt to have order and peace in the 
proceedings, and that they expected it to be free of 
quarreling and personalities which characterized 
the Republican convention at Douglas of two years 
ago.  I have been requested to become the 
chairman of the Committee on Platform & had a 
fair committee with me.  We prepared a Platform 
after carefully reading the platforms of the 
Democrats, Republican of 2 years ago & the Union 
Labor Party of this year.  My deepest 

Diary 46, 1938 
January 15 

15 
interest in the platform was to have a plank in 
opposition to the Dimond Referendum, an Act of 
Congress introduced by Dimond – H.R. 6651 
introduced on July 20, 1937, forcing the people of 
Alaska to vote on “whether a one house 
Legislature shall be provided for the Territory of 
Alaska,” etc.  I have already prepared my views in 
writing in opposition to the abolishment of the 
Alaska Territorial Senate as it was created by the 
Organic Act of Aug. 24th 1912, which I drew - & I 
wanted Republican Territorial Convention to 
declare its opposition – so I introduced a plank in 
the Platform 

Diary 46, 1938 
January 15 

15 
to secure the result.  The Committee readily 
approved that plank in our platform – we finished a 
tentative Platform & reported.  The convention 
adopted the Platform with some amendments, and 
the plank I was interested – after objections to 
members of the Labor Union had be heard in 
opposition.  I took the burden of defending my 
position in opposition to the Dimond Referendum & 
spoke probably 20 minutes.  There was no speech 
in opposition, the Convention endorsed & adopted 
the plank unanimously.  I did not attend the night 
session which began at 730  So far the Convention 

was peaceful & conducted in a friendly  orderly 
manner. 

Diary 46, 1938 
January 15-16 

15 
I was very much pleased today to get get a letter 
from the Washington Laro[?] book Company, a 
subsidiary of the West Publishing Company, of St. 
Paul Minn. acknowledging the receipt of my Ms. 
“The Old Yukon Trails,” saying “We are frankly 
interested in your manuscript and its possibilities.”  
Of course I am pleased & will accept their offer to 
publish the Ms. 

-16th  
[clipping] 

34 In Attendance 
As Republicans 

Open Convention 
{Press. 15th} 

With a picture of C.I.O’s John L. Lewis hanging 
on the wall where Abraham Lincoln’s homely 
features might have been expected, Al White’s 
“Territorial Republican Convention” convened at 
10”30 this morning in Labor Union Hall. 

Thirty-four persons, who were required to 
register in order to gain admittance, were in 
attendance.  Despite its “territorial” title, attendance 
was limited to Juneau and Douglas residents.  
Among these were organization officials, reporters, 
recently-filed candidates and casual observers.  No 
representation other than local was observed, 
although messages from Cordova, Nome, Tenakee 
and Ketchikan were read. 

The report of the Central Committee was 
accepted by the convention, thereby accepting 
L.W. Kilburn, as suggested in the report, as 
chairman of the convention.  Kilburn is mayor of 
Douglas ad precinct committeeman for the party. 

A rough draft of the party platform was to be 
presented to the convention late this afternoon for 
consideration. 

Rev. O.L. Kendall, pastor of the Metropolitan 
Methodist Church, opened the convention with an 
invocation. 



Alaska State Library – Historical Collections                                                                                                                    Diary of James Wickersham  
MS 107 BOX 7  DIARY 46                                                                                                                                                       September 27, 1937 through April 26, 1939 

Diary 46, 1938 
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16 
[clipping continued] 

Definitely opposing a unicameral, or one-house 
legislature, and proposing a referendum on liquor 
“to determine whether the people in Alaska favor 
prohibition, Territorial control and Territorial liquor 
stores, or the present local option laws,” the 
Republican Territorial Convention completed its 
platform Saturday night and adjourned without 
endorsing any candidates.  Report was prevalent 
today that Judge Clegg of Fairbanks was being 
considered by all G.O.P. factions as the probable 
Republican candidate for Delegate to Congress. 

The platform as adopted by the convention 
follows: 

We advocate the return of our people to the 
principles of government established in the 
Constitution of the United States and in the 
Republican Party as founded by Abraham Lincoln.  
We re-affirm our confidence in the Supreme Court 
of the United States as our greatest bulwark of 
freedom and insist that it shall remain unhampered 
by political dictation. 

We condemn the administration of Franklin D. 
Roosevelt and of the New Deal as subversive of 
constitutional principles, opposed to the liberties of 
our citizens, and contrary to all those things which 
have guaranteed the freedom of our people and 
promoted the greatness of our nation. 

We condemn the administration of the affairs of 
the Territory of Alaska by the Democratic 
Legislature and officials, as inefficient and 
extravagant. 

Territorial Government 
We again recommend the establishment of a full 

territorial form of government in Alaska.  None are 
so well qualified to determine policies of 
government and direct it as people who live in the 
Territory.  They are familiar with conditions and 
they are vitally interested in good government and 
territorial growth. 

Unicameral Legislature 
We oppose a unicameral, or one house 

legislature, as proposed in the Dimond referendum, 

as being un-American and contrary to a 
Democratic form of government. 

Fisheries, Fur and Game 
The Territorial Legislature should have power to 

legislate on the fisheries, fur and game animals of 
Alaska, and all needful subjects of legislation. 

Statehood 
We pledge the candidate of the Republican Party 

for Delegate to Congress to advocate and work 
uncessingly for statehood for Alaska, and our 
members of the Legislature to adopt, all proper 
measures in aid thereof. 

Bonding the Territory 
We express our unqualified opposition to any 

proposal to bond the Territory of Alaska, feeling 
that inasmuch as the present administration has 
already saddled upon the nation an immense 
indebtedness which the taxpayers must pay, of 
which indebtedness the proportionate share of this 
Territory is more than twenty millions of dollars, 
any further burden, through bonding or otherwise, 
is oppressive and unnecessary. 

Mineral Leases 
We condemn the recommendation of the 

Secretary of the Interior to the effect that mineral 
lands of Alaska be withdrawn from entry and 
disposal and placed under a leasing system similar 
to that adopted with regard to coal and oil lands in 
the Territory. 

Taxation 
We pledge our legislators to vote for the repeal 

of the 3 percent gross tax on gold and other 
precious minerals and to vote for the enactment of 
a measure which will place the burden of taxation 
on profits derived from operation. 

Hospitals 
We advocate the establishment of marine 

hospitals for the treatment of maritime workers 
wherever necessary in the Territory, and we further 
advocate a sufficient number of hospitals in the 
Territory for the treatment of tuberculosis and other 
communicable diseases. 

Liquor 
We condemn the present liquor situation in 



Alaska and propose a referendum on the liquor 
question in the Territory to determine whether the 
people who are voters in Alaska favor prohibition, 
Territorial control and Territorial liquor stores, or 
the present local option laws. 

Workmen’s Compensation Law 
We advocate a change in the workmen’s 

compensation law of Al- 
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aska whereby silicosis, or miner’s consumption, be 
made a compensable injury. 

Community Property 
We advocate the passage of a workable 

community property law. 
Women’s Home 

We advocate the establishment of a home for 
pioneer women. 

Federal Appointments 
We advocate the appointment of bona fide 

Alaskans for all offices thoughout the Territory. 
Schools 

We pledge our legislators to support and develop 
our public schools for the benefit of Alaskan 
children and we oppose the centralization of 
authority over school districts, and believe that the 
Commissioner of Education should be elected by 
the people. 

Labor 
We advocate the passage of a law similar to that 

of the State of Washington to prohibit the 
employment of non-residents in the fisheries of 
Alaska. 

Mine Inspection 
We favor the establishment of an adequate mine 

inspection service thoughout the Territory, and the 
election by the people of the officials of that 
service. 

Labor Relations Act 
We favor the enactment of a labor relations act in 

Alaska. 
*     *     * 

 
Labor for Unicameral 

There were several other planks to be 
considered by the convention.  Among them were 
proposals made by Chris Hennings, Chairman of 
the Juneau Central Labor Committee.  He 
advocated the adoption of a unicameral legislature 
plan, just opposite to the plank brought in by the 
platform committee.  He said labor asked a six-
hour law in the mining industry, change in the 
workmen’s compensation law to make it 
compulsory; urged a bureau of mining inspection 
and repeal of the criminal syndicalism law. 

Marked by the absence of discord which 
disrupted the Douglas convention two years ago, 
the convention this afternoon accepted the report 
of the credentials committee which seated the 
following delegates, all from Juneau unless 
otherwise noted: 

Delegates 
Frank Foster, E.E. Engstrom, Douglas; Ronald 

Lister, Cyril Zuboff, Albert White, L.W. Kilburn, 
Douglas, Henry Benson, John Holler, Mrs. C.W. 
Wade, Margaret E. White, John Barrett, Royal 
Shepard, Cash Cole, Grover C. Winn, James E. 
Lyman, H.B. LeFevre, Mrs. Cyril Zuboff, Mrs. 
William Wanamaker, Albert Brown, Douglas; M.S. 
Leath, C.J. Simmons, Thomas E. Hall, Mrs. Bessie 
Miller, William Kunz, Ann M. Robertson, E.E. 
Robertson, Jack Wilson, James Wickersham, 
Mildred Hermann, Ed Garnick, Marvin Johnson, 
N.C. White, W.C. Dobbins, S.W. Jekill, Fred Lefton, 
and D. Maniotis.  It was announced that E.A. 
Rasmuson, National Committeeman, was 
represented by proxy held by Albert White. 

While awaiting report of the platform committee, 
the convention named a National Advisory 
Committee with Howard Stabler as chairman and 
including Judge Wickersham and Henry Benson.  It 
also voted to delegate the Central committee and 
three members to be appointed to see that a full 
ticket is in the field by the time the filings close 
February 1. 

The convention was scheduled to continue in 
session this evening, completing its platform and 
probably suggesting or endorsing candidates for 
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various offices. 
Kilburn Chairman 

L.W. Kilburn, Mayor of Douglas, was elected 
permanent chairman of the convention at its 
opening session this morning without a dissenting 
vote, the recommendations of the Central 
committee being adopted in full.  Henry Benson 
was [end] 
 
The Juneau Republican Press will not, apparently, 
support the Republican platform or party ticket.  Do 
not know what is the matter! 

Diary 46, 1938 
January 17-18 

-17th – 
I am now preparing to accept the offer of the 
Washington Law Book Co. of Washington, D.C. a 
subsidiary of the West Publishing Co. of St. Paul, 
Minn. to publish my Ms. entitled “Old Yukon Trails,” 
etc.  They do not like my title & propose a change, 
which I am quite willing to accept. 

-18th - 
The Juneau Labor Union has this day invited me to 
speak before that body at the Union Hall, tomorrow 
night – I consented to do so.  Grace is helping me 
to prepare my illustrations etc. to forward to the 
Wash. Law Book Co. for publication in my Ms. 

Diary 46, 1938 
January 19 

-19th - 
Grace & I got all my illustrations for my book – “Old 
Yukon Trails,” etc. ready according to the request 
of the Washington Book Co. – West Pub. Co. 
subsidiary & sent them off today by mail to Mr. J.T. 
O’Neill, Sec. & agent. care of West Pub. Co. St. 
Paul.  He asked for certain data additional which I 
sent him – all asked for, & tat matter is closed as 
far as I can go it until I hear from him or the Co. 
further. 
Also I made the opening address tonight to a mass 
meeting called by the Labor Union’s political 
organization – hall crowded – subject Repeal of the 
Alaska Territorial Senate organic Law. 

Diary 46, 1938 
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HENRY RODEN 
FLAYS DOUBLE 
HOUSE SYSTEM 

Judge Wickersham Takes 
Opposite Views on 

Legislature 
Before a large audience that jammed Union Hall 

last night at the mass meeting of the Juneau Labor 
Party, Senator Henry Roden took the Speaker’s 
stand in a blistering condemnation of the bicameral 
legislature and offered the proposition of a 
unicameral legislature as cure. 

“The single house, composed of 24 or less 
members, would be more responsive to the public,” 
Roden said. 

“Further,” he continued, “it will eliminate ‘buck 
passing’ between two houses.  The House passes 
a bill, perhaps unanimously, but the 
Representatives will turn around and beg the 
Senators in private to defeat that legislation which 
the House has just passed! 

“Why is that done?  Simply because a House full 
of Representatives have their respective ears to 
the ground for the next election, and don’t believe 
that this sore of thing doesn’t go on.  It does, and 
plenty of it, too!” 

On the Spot 
“In the unicameral Legislature,” Roden 

continued, “each member knows his vote will 
count.  He is on the spot and must vote with the 
view in mind that what he votes for or against will 
show up in the final analysis and cannot be 
covered by alibi that his actions had been over-
ruled by the Senate. 

“It stands now, with the bicameral system, that a 
single Senator in the Senate, can defeat the entire 
representation of a whole Division, four 
Representatives and one Senator, and can defeat 
even a unanimous vote of the House. 

“Take for example should one Senator be ill.  
That leaves seven active.  Reason further that the 
bill in question requires a two-thirds vote for 
passage.  One man exercises his right of privilege 
and refuses to vote.  Then one dissenting vote 
against the other five can defeat the whole thing.  
Is that representative government?” 

Find It Pays 



“Four out of six provinces in Canada now have 
one house Legislatures.  They have found it pays. 

“Not only would the one house Legislature cut 
down expenses, but it would speed up legislation 
and eliminate medicine balling.  If a bill needs a 
comma or a semi-colon in the Senate’s eyes, it 
goes back to the House for amendment, and the 
whole procedure saws back and forth while the 
poor man lobbyist finds himself forced to return 
home before ultimate consideration of the bill for 
passage.  He can’t see lengthy fights through.  A 
big corporation lobbyist finds it easy. 

“A single house – a unicameral Legislature,” 
Roden finished, “is Alaska’s answer to a quest for 
responsive legislative action.” 

Wickersham Opposes 
Judge James Wickersham, former Delegate from 

Alaska to Congress, presented his appeal to the 
voting public of the Territory, at the mass meeting, 
urging them not to accept the unicameral 
legislature, but to preserve the bicameral system. 

“In 1935,” said Judge Wickersham, “the 
Territorial House of Representatives voted 
unanimously in favor of a single House Legislature 
memorial, but a vote of six to two in the Senate 
defeated the measure. 

“Last summer, in Washington, Delegate Dimond 
introduced a House Bill to provide for a referendum 
in Alaska as to whether or not the Territory desires 
a one-house legislature. 

“Delegate Dimond,” Wickersham said, “knows 
that a unicameral legislature of 24 members, as 
proposed, will cost exactly as much as, and no 
more than two houses, one of 16 members and the 
other of 8.  He knows there will be no saving of 
expense in abolishment of the Senate as stated in 
the Dimond Referendum law.” 
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Judge Wickersham pointed to the fact that 150 
years ago, the United States set out with a 
President, a Senate, and a House of 
Representatives. 

Full Form of Government 

“That is the full form of National, Territorial and 
State Legislative government” Wickersham said.  
“It is the full American form of government! 

“It has occurred to a few unwise members of the 
lower House of the Alaska Legislature to destroy 
such a form of government in Alaska.  Those 
stated themselves in favor of ‘full Territorial form of 
government.’ 

“The unicameral Legislature is not full Territorial 
form of government! 

Too Provincial 
“A single body, with power to override the 

Governors’ veto would be singularly over-powerful.  
A body of 24 men, with 16 votes could change the 
whole body of the Territorial government in Alaska 
in one day! 

“Such a legislature might run wild in raising 
taxes, in making excessive appropriations, or in 
passing revolutionary laws, without consulting the 
people, for there would be no check on their 
unlimited powers. 

“Good laws, after American forms and principles 
will not loose virility by brief delay and the 
protection by reasonable blocks, bars, and barriers 
to their passage. 

“It is a bad time now-it will be dangerous to the 
continued existence of our full Territorial form of 
government to allow unthinking men to destroy it. 

20 
[clipping] 

Thursday, January 20 
Wickersham And 

Roden Heard 
By 300 In Hall 

{Juneau, Press} 
“Do not give up the constitutional provisions that 

insure your Territorial form of government!” was the 
warning which Judge James Wickersham voiced 
before an estimated audience of 300 persons in 
the Union Labor Hall. 

Sponsored by the Alaska Labor Party, the mass 
meeting was held to hear Judge Wickersham and 
Senator Henry Roden discuss the merits and 
disadvantages of the “one house” legislature, 
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which question will come before the voters of 
Alaska in the Territorial elections in September. 

Judge Wickersham, who was introduced by 
Chairman E.R. Schultz, stressed his belief in 
continuance of the present “two house” legislature.  
He pointed our that the bicameral legislative 
system was founded by the writers of the United 
States Constitution and that so long as the 
Congress is divided, unwise legislation will be 
passed with difficulty, because the representatives 
and senators will consider seriously any problem 
before voting lightly upon it when they know that 
the other house may reject the problem if it is not 
wise or beneficial. 

Senator Roden declared that a bicameral 
legislature is too slow, too expensive, does not give 
the rank and file of voters a chance to control their 
representatives and offers too much opportunity for 
large interests to influence a small group of men. 

“Last year, when the Territorial legislature was in 
session, those representatives would vote 
unanimously for a bill -16 to 0- and then rush into 
the Senate chambers and say, ‘Kill that bill we just 
passed!’”  Senator Roden declared.  “They knew 
that they could pass some bill which their 
constituents favored and then blame it on the 
Senate when the bill failed to become a law!  They 
knew they could hide behind the skirts of the Old 
Lady of the Senate for protection.” 

Senator Roden did not explain why the Senate 
offered such protection for the representatives. 
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Judge Wickersham stressed the danger in the 
fact that the small group of men, which Roden said 
would take the place of the present two-house 
system, would be able to rule the entire Territory, 
making it comparatively simple for an interested 
group to control the destiny of all Alaska.  At 
present, the governor may veto a bill passed by 
both houses, and it is doubtful whether the 
Legislature will override the veto, but given a single 
house under the control of unscrupulous powers, 
the governor’s veto power would be nil, 

Wickersham warned. 
 
[clipping] 

ROADS, TRAILS, 
AIR SERVICE, 

FISH STRESSED 
Regional Planning Forms 

Backbone of Program- 
NO Forced Development 

FISHERIES PROTECTION 
INCLUDES JAP INVASION 

Simplification of Territor- 
ial Taxation System 

Recommended 
WASHINGTON, Jan. 20.-President Roosevelt 

today transmitted to Congress his program for a 
long range development of Alaska.  Regional 
planning formed the backbone of the plan which 
was drafted by the National Resources Committee 
at the request of Congress. 

The recommendations included: 
Simplification of the Territorial government’s 

taxation systems; constructed of roads and trials; 
expansion of the air service; protection of salmon 
fisheries and improvement of labor conditions. 

The committee held that regional planning was 
essential to orderly development because it would 
be a “long time problem” and the “plan would have 
to change suit changing social conditions.” 

Against Forced Development 
The committee report added that studies 

disclosed that national interest did not demand 
forced development of Alaska nor was there 
imperative need for costly development programs.  
It said: 

“There is no pressure of population or lack of raw 
materials or trade in the United States that demand 
exceptional measures.” 

See No Agricultural 
The Committee also discounted the future of 

Alaska as an agricultural country, at least until 
more industries are developed.  In the latter 
category the committee saw possibilities for pulp 
and paper plants but did not recommend building 



of railroads or fist class highways “for the 
anticipated future need prior to formulation of 
general plans for development of the Territory.” 

In calling for preservation of the salmon fisheries 
and protection of “peculiar and important American 
interests therein,” the committee took notice of the 
current dispute between Japan and the United 
States over fishing rights in Bristol Bay. 

The committee recommends re-examination of 
the “whole pattern of Territorial government” with a 
view to elimination of “unfortunate results of the 
geographic fact that Alaska is so distant from the 
seat of government.” 

 
HEINTZLEMAN, GORDON 
ON ALASKA COMMITTEE 

The report submitted by the President today is 
the result of work done by the Federal-Alaska 
committee recently in Portland on which the 
Territory was represented by Regional Forester B. 
Frank Heint- 
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zleman, of the Alaska Planning Commission, and 
Paul Gordon, in charge of Alaska affairs in the 
Division of the Territories and Island Possessions 
of the Interior Department.  After this committee 
had drawn up the plan, it was transmitted to the 
National Resources Committee which in turn 
submitted it to the President.  The plan was drawn 
up after a resolution was passed in Congress last 
year asking the President to offer a plan for Alaska 
development. 

-Jany 21st - 
Here is the outline of what Alaska must expect – 
not a mere abolishment of the Territorial Senate – 
but a new Territorial Bureaucratic Government 
instead. 
I finished gathering the data the Washington Book 
Co. asked for and sent it on to their agent at St. 
Paul Minn. on last nights boat.  In doing so, by a 
mistake I included my private copy of the 
Bibliography, containing my prices for the sale of 
my library of Alaska Historical books & had to write 

to the St. Paul agent to send it back to me!! 

Diary 46, 1938 
January 22-25 

-22- 
I am just in possession of a copy of The 
Congressional Digest, published in Washington, 
D.C. by A.G. Robinson which contains much 
interesting data on the subject of the Unicameral 
Legislature.  Gave title & address to Roden & I will 
also send for a copy.  Nothing new. 

-23rd – 
Sunday at home.  Stormy – nothing except Grace 
& I are going over my books fixing selling prices. 

-24th – 
Same as yesterday – nothing new. 

-25th - 
Same as usual in the office. 

Diary 46, 1938 
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-26th – 
Working in the office every day as usual & at home 
in the library every night fixing prices on my Alaska 
books with Grace.  Also getting my Ms. against the 
Dimond Referendum ready for publication by the 
Juneau Press & the Ketchikan Chronicle! 

-27th – 
Same as yesterday – in the office and in the library 
at home with Grace in fixing prices on my Alaska 
books. 

-28th - 
Same as usual in office: Finished my attack on 
Dimond Referendum & gave it to the Juneau Press 
today for publication. 

Diary 46, 1938 
January 29-30 

-29th – 
Sunday: Grace & I spent the day in going through 
my Alaskana & pricing my books on hand, so that if 
a purchaser can be had the prices can be quickly 
added & a purchaser advised of the total amount 
we want for all we have on hand in the library. 

-30th - 
Same as usual in the office, & at the library in the 
evening.  Grace & the Hawke’s are greatly excited 
at the prospect of selling the mines located by 
Hawkes, Louis Dyrdahl & wife & Capt Folstad & 
son, on Kuiu island, which D.B. Stewart & his 
associate 
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30 
Roahm, declared are valuable.  Jack Hawkes will 
leave here on Tuesdays boat to go to New York to 
meet prospective purchasers of the mines – 
Dyrdahl is to advance the expenses of the journey, 
on the advice of Stewart & Roahm.  Grace has 
been given a 2% interest by the Hawkes in 
consideration of a years rent of their apartment in 
our house & other considerations - & she is equally 
as excited as Mrs. Hawkes. 

-31st - 
Jack Hawkes left on todays boat for New York as 
indicated in yesterdays writing.  Writing on 
Cordilleran & Rocky Mt. Ms. about long paystreak 
from Cape Horn to Point Barrow!! 

Diary 46, 1938 
February 1-2 

-February 1.- 
Same as yesterday in office & library.  Am 
preparing a “talk” before the Pioneers meeting, 
including the Auxiliary or Womens branch of the 
Pioneers, for tonight – also invited to Reception to 
Bishop Crimont (Catholic) to be held at their Parish 
Hall.  A bad taku wind blowing!  Attended the 
meeting of the Alaska Pioneer’s Lodge & made a 
short talk on Geography & History of Alaska, with 
special reference to H.W. Franklin, an early Juneau 
businessman who built the “Franklin Hotel,” and 
after whom Franklin Street in Juneau was named. 

Feb. 2. 
Recd from A.W. Winden, Tacoma with $500. on 
act. rents of ranch for 1937. 

Diary 46, 1938 
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2 
Pioneers Hear 

Judge Wickersham 
Speak on History 

Judge James Wickersham, Alaskan historian 
and scholar, last evening addressed the Order of 
Pioneers and the Pioneers’ Auxiliary on the history 
and geography of Alaska. The talk proved 
interesting, for the speaker, during his years of 
experience as judge for the traveling court of the 
second division, had ample opportunity to view the 
countours of Alaska first hand. 

Following the talk, there was community singing, 
with Wesley Barrett accompanying the group at the 

piano. 
-3rd- 

Same as usual in the office & library 
-4th – 

Writing letter to British Columbia officials in regard 
to the Estate of John A. Sargent, insane, confirmed 
in Essondale, B.C. Provincial Mental Hospital: 
Inspector of Municipalities, Victoria, B.C. asking 
what we can do with Sargent – who has a 
homestead on Public Lands of the United States, 
near Juneau. 

-5th - 
Same as usual in the office & library.  Nothing new 
to report. 

Diary 46, 1938 
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-6th – 
Sunday – worked at home in the Library – a bad 
Taku wind blowing. 

-7th – 
In the office – when the wind and zero weather 
permits. 

-8th - 
Received a very pleasant letter from Mrs. J.T. 
O’Neill, Treasurer of the Washington Law Book Co. 
Washington, D.C. from their offices with West Pub. 
Co. St. Paul, Minn. confirming assurance of the 
publication of my “Ms. Old Yukon Trails,” etc. – 
also a very kind letter from Mr. Mercer West Pub. 
Co. along same lines & returning my Am. Express 
Co. check – money 

Diary 46, 1938 
February 8-10 

8 
order, to prepay the returns to me of the Ms. in 
case it was not accepted for publication with 
assurance that it would be published soon – as 
soon as the “machinery” was set in motion etc.  
Also fine letters from Darrell, who wrote from San 
Francisco on his return from Mexico, - dated Jany 
31st.  He also sent me checks for interest on the 
bonds his mother willed to him. 

-9th – 
Same as usual in the office, & library 
Working on matter of gold mining in the Yukon 

-10- 
Wrote letter to O’Neill acknowledging receipt of his 
letter about publication of “Old Yukon Trails” – also 



to Darrell. 
Same as usual in the office & library. 
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-11th – 
Wrote another letter to Darrell in answer to his nice 
long description of his trip by automobile to Mexico. 

-12- 
Lincoln’s Birthday! reminds me that I lived in 
Springfield, Illinois, from May, 1877 to May 1883 – 
6 years! and knew all the old members of the Bar 
that had known Lincoln = Hay, Greene, Hirudon, 
Palmer, Logan, etc. passed his home almost every 
day – saw Mrs. Lincoln & her son Robert, as they 
visited the store of C.M. Smith who was married to 
Mr. Lincolns sister etc. & lived in the Lincoln 
atmosphere – for 6 yrs. 

Diary 46, 1938 
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-Feb. 12, continued- 
Received 200 copies of my “Appeal” to the people 
of Alaska, to vote against the Dimond Referendum 
to abolish the Territorial Senate – which I will send 
out to prevent the mutilation of the Organic Act of 
Aug. 24, 1912, which I drew and worked through 
Congress – I fear it may pass, but I will do what I 
can to prevent that step. 

-13th - 
The Republican meeting held last night to 
commemorate the birthday of Abraham Lincoln, 
was a success.  I did not attend for it was called to 
permit the candidates of the party to be seen and 
heard – Stabler made a strong speech against the 
Dimond plan to destroy the Territorial Senate. 

Diary 46, 1938 
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-14th - 
Valentines day – as usual in the office.  I am 
distributing copies of my address against the 
Dimond plan to abolish the Territorial Senate – Al 
White, the Republican candidate for Delegate 
called and I gave him a bundle of 50 of my address 
for distribution.  It seems as if it will be the principal 
plank in the Republican platform & the most 
important one at that. 
I sent Mr. J.T. O’Neill, who has the project of 
printing my Ms. “Old Yukon Trails” photographic 
copies of letters from President Theodore 
Roosevelt, Atty. Genl Knox & Judge Day, 

supporting my confirmation for Judge in contest, to 
show him the power behind me in that matter – etc. 

Diary 46, 1938 
February 15-17 

-15- 
The Taku windstorm which has been constant for a 
month have now abated.  As usual in my office & 
library.  Grace is a great assistant and aid in 
arranging my books – for sale if I get an offer – 
fixing the prices to be used therein! 

-16th – 
Same as usual in the office & library. 
Working on study of production & history of gold in 
the 40 mile, Birch & Minook creeks. 

-17th - 
Same as yesterday, Sending out copies of my 
Address against the Dimond Referendum on 
abolishing the Territorial Senate – to Darrell & 
friends in interior Alaska 

Diary 46, 1938 
February 18-19 

-18th – 
Same as usual – a Taku wind & snow storm – Felix 
Gray, U.S. Commissioner, today gave me a 
number of copies of the old Alaska Mining Record, 
1895, also copies of the Juneau City Mining 
Record, 1891-4, for my Library.  They are 
duplicates, probably from the old John G. Heid 
collection – but very interesting & valuable, for their 
Juneau & Territorial items. 

-19th - 
Same as usual in the office – I did not attend Bar 
Assoc. today, Case vs Charles Waynor for Assault 
etc. brought out some interesting facts. 

Diary 46, 1938 
February 20-21 

-20th – 
Sunday – stormy, in the library all day with Grace 
fixing prices on my Alaska Historical Library – 
interesting. 

-21st- 
I have a dozen copies of different issues of the old 
Alaska Times – fall of 1869 – valuable & 
interesting, also an original copy given to me by 
James Griffith Stevens (who married the daughter 
of Allen Francis, U.S. Counsel Genl from 
Springfield, Illinois to Victoria, B.C.)  Am having 
George Simpson, Bookbinder, bind them.  He tells 
me that Alaska books are greatly in demand – 
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prices high & he sells all he can secure at such 
high prices! 

Diary 46, 1938 
February 22 

-22- 
In the office as usual – Received a letter form J.T. 
O’Neill, with two copies of Contract for Publication 
of what he calls “Judge Wickersham’s Old Yukon,” 
which he suggests as the title to my Ms. “Old 
Yukon Trails.”  I have signed the contracts & will 
return him the copy on first boat.  I am not quite 
satisfied, yet, with the title, but maybe it will go 
better than I think!  He asks for my reaction!  It 
seems egotistic to me, but it will be understood by 
my Alaska friends, but what of the newcomers?  
Wrote a good letter to Darrell & sent him copies of 
new publication of my address! 

Diary 46, 1938 
February 23-24 

-23rd – 
Same as usual in the office.  Working on arranging 
& binding newspapers. 

-24th - 
Same as usual – my eyes, however are giving me 
much trouble with failing sight, and I am obliged to 
give them rest and refrain from too close work. 
Have returned the contract to Mr. J.T. O’Neill, St. 
Paul, Minn. who represents the publisher – the 
Washington Law Book Co. closely associated with 
the West Pub. Co. at St. Paul.  I understand the 
printing will be done at the office – shop of the 
West Co. at St. Paul.  I made no objection to the 
title suggested for the book 

Diary 46, 1938 
February 25-28 

-25th – 
Have secured bindings for the newspapers in my 
library from Simpkins – most of my papers – 
newspapers, are in the University of Washington, 
Seattle, and have long ago been bound.  I will bind 
the remnants here & so arrange them that the few 
unbound ones I Seattle can be attached when 
occasion permits. 

-26th – 
In the office: Bar Assoc. lunch. 

-27- 
Sunday – in the library at home. 

-28th - 
Making out my Income Tax Act.  nothing due the 

New Deal. 

Diary 46, 1938 
March 1-2 

-March 1st 1938.- 
Working in the office as usual.  Sent Summons etc. 
to U.S. Marshal, Seattle, for service in Salazar v 
Salazar.  Letter to R.L. Lewis, 410 Mills Bldg. S.F. 
asking for data in regard to Howard Franklin, who 
discovered gold at Forty Mile. 

-2nd - 
The Tuberculosis Assoc. for Alaska made me the 
Chairman of the sale of Seals this last year, and 
my name was widely used in all their 
correspondence for sales:  the returns now show 
that we are some $400. or more ahead of last year 
in receipts – which gives me much satisfaction!  
Also I paid 

Diary 46, 1938 
March 2 

2 
the bill to the Juneau Daily Press - $1500 for 
printing the Appeal to the people of Alaska in 
opposition to the Dimond Referendum to abolish 
the Territorial Senate.  The Ketchikan Chronicle 
printed the same appeal & sent me 500. copies for 
distribution – without charge- using my Press copy 
to print from.  I blame Henry Roden for causing Joe 
Green to start the project to abolish the Senate, & 
the foreign unions organized by Roden for adopting 
it.  Henry is a German Socialist, and dislikes our 
American Constitutional form of Government - & 
ought to be defeated this fall for Territorial Senator 
– but may not be, for he is foxy & treacherous! 

Diary 46, 1938 
March 3-4 

-Mch 3rd- 
In the office as usual. 

-4- 
Taru, a Japanese boy student came in to see my 
Japanese books relating to the shipwreck of his 
people on Unalaska Island more than a century 
ago – he is an artist, etc. but would not read the 
text of the old book!  I am now preparing a map of 
Alaska showing the places where I held court, etc. 
during the years 1900-1908, and the Old Trails I 
traveled in doing – for use in my Ms. Old Yukon 
Trails – provided the publication will use it! 



Diary 46, 1938 
March 5-7 

-5th – 
Beautiful spring weather.  I am also beginning on 
my chapter relating to the Discovery of Gold on the 
Klondike by George Carmack & Kate!  I will not 
leave “Kate” out of the picture for she & “Skookum 
Jim” were more romantic & useful figures than 
George! who was generally called “Siwash 
George” owning to his long residence with Kate 
and the Tagish Indians. 

-6th – 
Sunday: Working in the library on fixing prices on 
my books & papers. 

-7th - 
Same in office as usual. 

Diary 46, 1938 
March 8-9 

-8th – 
Westward steamer in today.  My friends Grant 
Murdock, Fairbanks & W.M. McMullen, McGrath, 
called 
Received nice letter from Darrell S.F. Cal. & wrote 
him a like one. 

-9th - 
Sent ONeill, West Pub. Co. a good map of Alaska 
showing the boundaries of Divisions 1, 2, & 3 as 
they were while I was judge in Div. 3, marked with 
Alaska court towns where I presided from 1900 to 
1907, for my “Old Yukon Trails” 
My old sourdough friend Bill Richardson visited me 
for 3 hours, talking the places we knew in the Early 
Days.  

Diary 46, 1938 
March 10 

-10th - 
In the office as usual.  This afternoon Chappell, 
who is attempting to organize the Alaska General 
Insurance Company had a meeting in my office 
with Wallace George, John W. Jones, A.E. Karnes 
and                              The proposed organization 
was talked over for two hours – finally adjourned 
upon George’s suggestion that Chappell prepare a 
Prospectus of the matter, with a statement of its 
probable business and profits – and then call 
another meeting with 25 business men & another 
“talk” for their use & judgment, etc. 
Earle Jamison called – he is Mrs. Roma Faulkner’s 
brother & a newspaperman. 

Diary 46, 1938 
March 11-12 

-11th – 
Same in the office, & in home library 
W.M. McMullen, deputy marshal from McGrath, on 
the Kuskokwim river in the office.  He stopped over 
one boat going west to go to Sitka, Pioneers 
Home, to procure a release of Bob Harts rights to 
placer claims on Candle creek – near McGrath.  I 
drew the papers for him.  -He failed to get Hart to 
sign and left papers wit me saying Hart would call 
& consult me later. 

-12th- 
Bar Assoc. luncheon: Judge Alexander present – 
returned two days ago from Washington, where he 
had gone to secure reappointment as Dist. Judge 
for this Division – successful! 

Diary 46, 1938 
March 13-15 

-13th – 
Sunday: Grace & I put the whole day in the home 
library, sorting, arranging & marking my Alaska 
material fixing prices on same, so as to leave a 
carefully prepared price list – in the event that I can 
get a sale for the same, and that if I should pass 
over the last divide in death the list can be used by 
Grace or my heirs in their use of the same. 

-14th – 
Same as usual in my office: also making notes on 
the Discovery of gold in the Klondike – and other 
Yukon mines. 

-15th - 
my income taxes are prepared to date 
As usual in the office. 

Diary 46, 1938 
March 16 

-16th - 
Some days ago I wrote a letter to Rev. H.C.M. 
Grant, Carcross, Yukon Ter. asking for information 
about Kate Carmack, Skookum Jim & Tagish 
Charlie.  Recd. letter today saying:  
“Charles Tagish, known as Tagish Charlie place of 
death – Carcross –age 40 years.  Prior to death 3 
years helpless from spinal injury – date of funeral 
service November 14, 1905.-buried by Bishop 
Bompass. 
Skookum Jim (Mason) – Date of death July 11th 
1916 age about 60 years – cause of death – 
stricture of bladder several months.  Buried by 
Archdeacon T.H. Carchawe[?] 
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Diary 46, 1938 
March 16 

16 
Kate Carmacks – Date of death March 29, 1920 – 
Age about 63 years – Wife of George Carmack. 
Cause of death – Pneumonia following influenza – 
10 days, buried by Rev. A. Grassett Smith, M.D.” 
He informs me that this information “has been 
taken from from our Parish Registers” – and that 
he has referred my letter for further information 
about these three romantic figures who were so 
prominent in the discovery of the Klondike gold in 
1896, to Mr. Mathew Watson – of Carcross.  I send 
Rev. Grant a copy of my Bibliography of Alaskan 
Literature, complimentary!! 

Diary 46, 1938 
March 17-18 

-17th – 
At the request of Chappell, who is organizing the 
General Insurance Co. of Alaska, I went over & 
talked to H.L. Faulkner, and suggested that in the 
organization of the Company a new set of official 
would have to be elected or appointed & that some 
of them wanted him to take part as attorney or 
other officer, & pointed out the probability that the 
Company might be a success, etc.  He said he 
would talk to Goldstein and Wallace & would 
consider the idea!  Chappell was greatly pleased 
with my doing as he requested. 

-18th- 
Same as usual in the office. 

Diary 46, 1938 
March 19-21 

-19th – 
Attended lunch Bar Assoc: present       Attorney for 
the Labor Relation Board (U.S.A.) and a Mr. 
Rockwell, assistant. 
Present also, Senator O.D. Cochran, from Nome, 
who addressed the meeting.  He denounced the 
Dimond Referendum to abolish the Territorial 
Senate, & declared it ought be & probably would 
be defeated – in the 2nd Division at Nome. 

-20th – 
Sunday – working on arranging & pricing my 
Alaska books. 

-21st - 
Same in the office as usual. 

Diary 46, 1938 
March 22 

-22nd - 
SS. Mail in form south this morning.  Letter from 
J.T. O’Neill, Mgr. West Pub. Co. St. Paul – says he 

is sending 125 first pages for me to Autograph for 
inclusion in “Old Yukon, Tales, Trails & Trials,” as 
they have now concluded to entitle my book – says 
it will be previewed & issued about June 6th.  
(Letter from Darrell also) ONeill also approved my 
map of Alaska for the first pages – my own picture 
to be used as frontispiece of Mt. McKinley to be 
sued for that purpose.  Have gathered reports of 
Territorial & Federal Reports in the Capital building 
to bring that list down to date. 

Diary 46, 1938 
March 23-24 

-23rd- 
Received a letter from Bunnell, of the University of 
Alaska asking me to renew our original plan of 
Alaska History Research, with my library as the 
basis.  I shall not renew that task with him  he did 
not keep his pledge before, but refuses to perform 
his obligations & left me in an embarrassing 
situation, so I will not give him further attention. 

-24th - 
Writing on 125 blank sheets of white paper the 
words “In memory of Gold Rush days on the 
Yukon.  James Wickersham, Mch 26, 1938,” for 
inclusion in the “Old Yukon Trails.” 

Diary 46, 1938 
March 25-26 

-25th – 
Same as usual in the office. 

-26th - 
Wrote an answer to Bunnells saying that some 
months ago he had made an arrangement with me, 
and published his plans in the Juneau Empire to 
use my library in his – or rather my plan 

Diary 46, 1938 
March 26 

26 
to prepare and publish a history of Alaska – in 
conjunction with the University – that he would 
furnish funds to be obtained from Eastern funds, 
etc. but that as soon as he had secured an 
appropriation of $17,000. from the Rockefeller 
Foundation – with my assistance he assumed to 
pass me & my library by & employ a group of New 
York & other writes & leave em out of the picture – 
that he had purposely forgotten to keep his pledges 
with me – that I had now made other arrangements 
with people who would not forget – that I am no 
longer interested in his plans etc.  Am sending 
copies of his letters & mine in answer to Dr. 



Diary 46, 1938 
March 26 

26 
[pamphlet advertising Wickersham’s book “Old 
Yukon.” – original purchase price was $4.00] 

 
Diary 46, 1938 
March 26 

26 
Stevens, the agent of the Rockefeller Foundation – 
to whom he – Bunnell – made similar pledges 
which he also forgot when he had the money safely 
in his hands, for his information. 
Also sent copies of both letters to Darrell.  I have 
not told Darrell about the West Publishing Co.’s 
publishing my Ms. “Old Yukon Tales, Trails and 
Trials.”  Latest from West Pub. Co. is that the book 
will be printed early in June.  Sent the Co. 125 
copies of sheets – pages- today with my legend “In 
memory of Gold Rush Days on the Yukon,” signed 
by myself – for front page of that many copies of 
the book. 

Diary 46, 1938 
March 27-30 

-27th – 
Sunday – as usual in library 

-28th – 
In office as usual. 

-29th – 
Invited to address the High School classes 
tomorrow on “Seward Day” on the life and services 
of Wm H Seward, by Mr. Dunham, for Mr. Phillips & 
accepted to fill an absent orators’ failure to be 
present!  20 minutes! 

-30- 
[clipping] 

Seward Is Subject 
Of Talk By Judge 

When William H. Seward negotiated the treaty 
with Russia for the purchase of Alaska in 1867, it 
was with a keen realization of the value of the 
Territory and with great foresight that he set about 
the task, Judge J. Wickersham pointed out today in 
a Seward Day address before Juneau grade and 
high school pupils. 

Seward felt a sincere interest in Alaska and was 
much more deeply informed on the subject than 
most men of his day, Judge Wickersham pointed 
out.  In 1869, he visited the Territory, making a 
speech at Sitka in which he pointed out the vast 

possibilities of the newly-acquainted land. 
Mrs. John McCormick, president of the American 

Legion Auxiliary, also participated in the schools’ 
Seward Day pro- 

Diary 46, 1938 
March 30 

30 
[clipping continued] 
gram, presenting prizes to the winners of the 
Auxiliary’s essay contest. 

Prize winners in the high school on the subject, 
“What Constitutes National Defense for America?” 
were Mitchell Danilloff, first, and Richard Aikens, 
second.  In the seventh and eighth grades, writing 
on the subject, “Obligations of Citizenship,” Shirley 
Davis took first prize and Doris Cahill, second. 
 
[clipping] 

Seward Day Is 
Observed Here 

Seventy-one years ago today Secretary of State 
William H. Seward and Baron Edward deStoeckel 
signed the treaty transferring ownership of Alaska 
to the United States. 

Today, in commemoration of the event, Juneau 
banks, Territorial offices and Federal offices were 
closed, while Judge J. Wickersham spoke at a 
special Seward Day program at the Juneau Grade 
School. 

Grace copied a long list of the officers & 
members of the Alaska Pioneers from the Report 
for this year and sent it to O’Neill, publisher for 
West Pub. Co. of my Old Yukon Tales, etc. on the 
boat last night, to be used by them in sending out 
advertising prospectus’s, - they asked for it, & got 
it.  Anyway, I enjoyed talking to the children about 
Seward & his days – for 30 minutes, yesterday, 10 
minutes over my allowance! 

Diary 46, 1938 
March 31 

-31- 
[clipping] 
● “Old Yukon,” written by Judge James A. 
Wickersham, was reviewed by Ruth Coffin, the 
author’s niece, at a recent meeting of the Alaska 
Yukon Pioneers Friday evening in the Alaskan Hall, 
Seattle.  Former residents of Cordova, Valdez, 
Seward, Anchorage and Kodiak were special 
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guests.  Pictures of the Yukon River country and 
dancing followed the meeting. 
 
Same as usual in the office.  Ruth Coffin sent me a 
beautiful hand decorated book in her hand writing, 
the “Cache” containing many pages of the copies 
of my writing – also D.A. Noonans alleged poetry, 
etc. with her loving compliments.  A beautiful 
writing of early day material – she is deeply 
interested in the romance and tales of my pioneer 
work as judge, Delegate to Congress, etc.  I am 
much pleased with its contents, and form and am 
writing her a letter of thanks.  Grace is much 
pleased with the book! 

Diary 46, 1938 
April 1-3 

April 1, 1938 
Same as usual in the office. 

2nd 
Same as usual – gave papers in the John Sargent 
Hd. case into the care of Frank Boyle for his 
attention, - he will prepare Final Proofs. 

-3rd- 
Sunday.  Jack Hawks is back home – but did not 
succeed in connecting with capital in New York 
with which to open his mining claims on Kuiu Is.  
He is indebted to me for $5000 monthly rent for 
more than a year –and now has no money – no 
job. and begs me to get him work so that he may 
buy 

Diary 46, 1938 
April 3-4 

3 
food for his family – helpless!  The situation is bad:  
Judge Alexander gets $10,000. a year – his wife 
has a governmental income (I do not know 
amount) for teaching music, under some bureau – 
his daughter Jane is employed in government 
office as a clerk, at $250.00 per month - $3000. a 
year, - while I cannot get Hawkes a job of any kind 
for any amount – to pay his rent or feed his family!  
Yet they call it a “New deal”!! 

-4th - 
Monday – working in library with Grace, fixing 
prices on Alaskan books etc. in the evenings – as 
usual in the office.  Sent Dr. Grant, Carcross, letter 
and a  

Diary 46, 1938 
April 4-5 

4 
copy of Ogilvie’s Guide – and a request to locate 
the names of the Packers – Indians, carrying his 
packs over the Dyea-Chilkoot in his first 
appearance on the Yukon in 

-5th - 
Chappell, organizer of the Alaska General 
Insurance Co. scheme is just back from Ketchikan, 
with a good report of success there – he is an 
untiring worker and feels greatly encouraged.  He 
got better support than he even expected! 
City Election Day – I voted for Krause, for Mayor, 
Wallace George, John Krugness and Curly Bayer 
for city council & Scott, for school Director. 

Diary 46, 1938 
April 6-9 

-6th – 
Grace had a party of 25 ladies at our house – in 
honor of the supposed advent of a baby to Mrs. Dr. 
Pyle formerly a teacher in the schools – cards, and 
a present of bassinette to the expectant mother – 
they had a jolly function!! 

-7th – 
Harry Lucas Elected Mayor:  with the aid of a group 
of radicals; Scott, for school director, Harri, John 
McCormick & Beistline, members of the Council. 
Catching up with my correspondence! 

-8th – 
Same in office as usual. 

-9th - 
Same as usual.  Congress defeated the Presidents 
Govt. Reorganization bill!!  Good!! 

Diary 46, 1938 
April 9 

-9th continued 
I wrote a Review and an approval of “The Story of 
Alaska,” by C.L. Andrews, published by him & 
printed by The Caxton Printers, Ltd. Caldwell, 
Idaho, 1938, and recommended that it be 
introduced at Territorial expense into every public 
school in Alaska as the Standard History of Alaska.  
As soon as I can review my Review I shall ask the 
Juneau papers to publish it, & will make an effort to 
Get Gov. Troy to assist in its introduction as 
suggested.  It is really a good book – the first 
History of the Territory yet published!! 



Diary 46, 1938 
April 10-11 

-10th – 
Sunday – at home all day. 

-11th - 
Hustling around trying to get Jack Hawkes a job – 
saw the Governor, Forest Service & finally the new 
Mayor – Harry Lucas, who is a personal friend of 
Hawk’s.  He promised to use his influence with the 
City Council to get Jack on as a foreman in a new 
city work.  I have prepared a Review of Andrews 
“The Story of Alaska,” – a good History!  I am 
approving it strongly & suggesting that it be 
adopted as a school book in the Territorial 
Schools!! 

Diary 46, 1938 
April 12 

-12th - 
Closing up correspondence: Wrote to Darrell; to 
Leroy Sullivan, Nome to send me a list of 
Republicans in the Nome divisions that we might –
send them political material; to Paul P. Obrien clerk 
U.S. Court of Appeals, to send notice of decision in 
Femmer v City of Juneau by Night Letter, to 
Faulkner only!  Letter of recommendation to Mayor 
and City Council, to appoint him City Wharfinger or 
Assistant; Empire & Press both a copy of my 
review of C.L. Andrews new book “The Story of 
Alaska,” recommending it as a good History of 
Alaska – for all public schools in the Territory. 

Diary 46, 1938 
April 13 

-13- 
[clipping] 

ALASKA HISTORY 
IS WRITTEN BY 
C.L. ANDREWS 

Judge James Wickersham 
Praises “Story of Al- 

aska” in Review 
“The story of Alaska,” by Clarence L. Andrews.  

With an introduction by Edmond S. Meany.  303 
pages.  The Caxton Printers Ltd., Caldwell, Idaho, 
1938.  $4.00. 

Clarence L. Andrews, the author of “The Story of 
Alaska,” was born in Ohio but has spent practically 
all of his life on the Pacific Coast.  He reached 
early manhood in Oregon, began newspaper work 
in 1892.  During his forty years of official and 
historical work in Alaska he compiled numerous 

valuable articles describing incidents in Alaska’s 
history and its natural resources.  One of his first 
writings, a description of Muir Glacier, was printed 
in the National Geographic Magazine in 1905.  
Other magazine articles have described the 
Copper River region, agricultural possibilities, and 
other resources of the Territory.  He was for some 
years a regular contributor to the Alaska Yukon 
Magazine ad the Washington Historical Quarterly.  
He prepared and published an interesting 
biography of Baranof, the builder of the Russian 
American Company, and in 1922 published an 
illustrated “Story of Sitka,” picturing the Russian-
American capital of the Territory of Alaska.  His 
latest publication, “The Story of Alaska,” just now 
off the press, is the best history of the Territory to 
cover the entire period from the earliest discovery 
by the Russians to the present day. 

Mr. Andrews accompanied the Italian party of the 
Duke of Abbruzzi on its successful ascent of Mt. St. 
Elias in 1897.  He was Deputy Collector of 
Customs in Alaska for twelve years, serving in 
Skagway for seven years during the great Klondike 
Stampede.  For two years he engaged in the work 
of the Bureau of Education at Wainright, near point 
Barrow.  He dug for gold at Nome and lived on the 
Yukon River for two years more.  He resided at 
Sitka when studying the Russian language, 
translating its historic books and writing his “Story 
of Alaska.”  In general, he has had a wide and 
varied experience in many other parts of Alaska 
during his forty years acquaintance with the 
Territory, its people, and its resources. 

Few men have had a wider experience or longer 
residence here than this modest student of Alaska 
history, and none has produced a better and more 
accurate story of the Territory.  His “Story of 
Alaska” has been written from a wide personal 
knowledge of the country, its problems, and 
background; its text is supported and amplified by 
fifty pages of well-arranged notes of authorities and 
references; his accurate knowledge of Russian 
publications has enabled him to give the history of 
Russian period from Alaska’s discovery in 1741 to 
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the date of its transfer to the United States in 1867 
with unusual clearness and accuracy. 

This volume being filled with interesting and 
important descriptive pictures, is particularly well 
adapted to supplementary school reading and will 
doubtless be for many years the most authoritative 
book on the history of the Territory.  It will be an 
invaluable aid to teachers and students alike as 
well as a general source book of information for all 
interested in the life and development of this 
Territory.  It is an outstanding book and I 
recommend that it be adopted by the Territorial 
authorities as the standard book of Alaska history 
and that it be placed in all schools of the Territorial 
at public expense.-  James Wickersham. 
 
I sent copy of Review to Darrell & Andrews & 
advised the latter to send copy of his book 

Diary 46, 1938 
April 13-15 

13 
to Gov. Troy & Karnes, Com. of Education. 

-14th 15- 
I sent copies of the Review of Andrew’s History to 
Nome, Fairbanks Anchorage – &3 extra copies of 
the Review to Andrews himself.  Grover Winn of 
Juneau School Board told me he read my review & 
would put copies of the History in the Juneau 
schools.  I will call and get Karnes, School Com. for 
Alaska interested if possible.  It will be a pleasure 
to help Andrews! 
Received a very fine letter from O’Neill, publisher 
of my Old Yukon Trails, promising every assistance 
in the early publications - & advertising! 

Diary 46, 1938 
April 16-17 

-16th -17th - 
I have received a letter from J.T. O’Neill, officer of 
West Publishing Company St. Paul Minn. assuring 
me that my Ms. Old Yukon Trail, etc. will be ready 
for delivery about the first of June, and a very 
flattering approval of the book!  It made me feel 
happy, and he declared it was going to be a 
success.  However, I realize that it is not a love 
story – and will not rise to a “best seller.” 
The local Igloo of Alaska Pioneers appointed a 
Committee instructed to consult with me about 
buying my Alaska books, etc. by the Legislature 

and its preservation within the Territory 

Diary 46, 1938 
April 18-19 

-18th – 
Femmer consulted me about leasing his wharf 
ground sufficient to enable an aviation company to 
use part of it for poles & wires for receiving radio & 
establishment of a hangar for landing airplanes to 
carry the mails & passengers to & from Juneau and 
Fairbanks.  I have promised to prepare a contract 
with them. 

-19th - 
Working on Femmers airplane project. 
-Grace will write it for me on the typewriter!  Politics 
will be active this election – primary – on Tuesday 
next.  Much opposition among Republicans against 
Al. White – but Al. will be nominated - & that is 
what he wants. 

Diary 46, 1938 
April 20 

-20th - 
Judge LeFevre advised me that the lawyers at the 
Bar Association will do something to aid in buying 
my Alaska Library – Grace & I are at work every 
night on an orderly listing & fixing prices.  She is 
working at it diligently and doing a fine job – she is 
a fine mathematician and of a very great help to 
me.  I could not do it alone – she is a jewel!  I had o 
advise Judge LeFevre that my book would be 
ready by June 1, & to wait until it appears.  he will 
keep the Bar Association quiet until that time – 
before they take action!! 

Diary 46, 1938 
April 21-22 

-21st – 
Chappell who has worked long and industriously to 
organize the Alaska General Ins. Co. with Juneau 
as its headquarters, is becoming discouraged & 
talks of locating at Ketchikan, where he says there 
is greater interest in such a project.  Juneau is not 
enthusiastic. 

-22nd - 
Grace is working rigorously in preparing a price list 
of my Alaska library!  I give all the assistance my 
poor eyesight will enable me to give her.  She is 
quick – a good statistician – mathematician, has 
knowledge of library work & a good view of Alaska 
History. 



Diary 46, 1938 
April 23 

-23rd - 
In the office as usual.  Judge LeFevre came in & 
suggested that I was to be discussed at the 
meeting of the Juneau Bar Assoc. meeting – that it 
might be as well for me to not attend.  I did not! and 
here’s what took place!! 

{Daily Empire} 
Wickersham Day 
Is Proposed by  
Bar Association 

Juneau Legal Profession 
Urges Setting Aside Aug- 

ust 24 to Honor Judge 
Setting aside of August 24 of each year as 

“Wickersham Day” was urged by the Juneau Bar 
Association in a resolution adopted at today’s 
luncheon meeting of the group in Percy’s Café, “in 
recognition of Judge Wickersham’s patriotic 
services to the Territory.” 

The resolution follows: 
Whereas, Judge Wickersham’s most signal 

achievement, among many, on behalf of the 
Territory was the enactment by the Congress of the 
United States of the “Alaska Organic Act” which 
was approved by President William H. Taft on 
August 12, 1912; and 

Whereas, the 24th of August, is also the birth 
date of Judge Wickersham, he having been born 
on August 24, 1857; and  

Whereas, it is eminently befitting that Alaska 
express, during Judge Wickersham’s lifetime, its 
appreciation of his services to the Territory, which 
include not only the drafting of the “Alaska Organic 
Act” but also the compiling of the Alaska Law 
Reports, the collecting of an exhaustive 
bibliography upon Alaska, many years of labor as 
Judge of the Alaska District Court and as Delegate 
to Congress from Alaska, and other deeds too 
numerous to recite herein: 

Therefore, Be It Resolved by the Juneau Bar 
Association that the 1939 Alaska Territorial 
Legislature be hereby petitioned, upon its 
convening, to create and designate, in recognition 
of Judge Wickersham’s patriotic services to the 

Territory, the 24th of August of each year as 
“Wickersham Day,” 

And, Further, that the other bar associations, 
commercial, civic and fraternal organizations 
throughout the Territory be hereby requested to 
likewise petition the Alaska Territorial Legislature. 

Diary 46, 1938 
April 23-24 

23 
[clipping continued] 

Unanimously adopted by the Juneau Bar 
Association this 23rd day of April, 1938. 

H.B. LE FEVRE 
Attest: 

M.E. MONAGLE, 
           Secretary. 

-24- 
[clipping] 

ALASKA DAILY PRESS 
‘Wickersham Day’ 
Move Started By 
Bar Association 

To express the esteem in which Judge James 
Wickersham, former Alaskan delegate to 
Congress, is held by the citizens of the Territory, 
the Juneau Bar Association today passed a 
resolution calling for the designation of August 24, 
Judge Wickersham’s birthday, as “Wickersham 
Day”. 

The resolution will be presented to the Territorial 
Legislature when it convenes next year.  Judge 
Wickersham will be 81 years old on August 24 of 
this year. 

Following is the resolution adopted by the 
association today. 

“WHEREAS, the Territory of Alaska is greatly 
indebted to the honorable James Wickersham for 
many years of devoted service to its welfare and 
interest; and  

“WHEREAS, Judge Wickersham’s most signal 
achievement, among many on behalf of the 
Territory was the enactment by the Congress of the 
United States of the “Alaska Organic Act” which 
was approved by President William H. Taft on 
August 24, 1912; and 

“WHEREAS, the 24th of August is also the birth 
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date of Judge Wickersham, he having been born 
on August 24, 1857; and  

“WHEREAS, it is eminently befitting that Alaska 
express, during Judge Wickersham’s lifetime, its 
appreciation of his services to the Territory, which 
include not only the drafting of the “Alaska Organic 
Act” but also the compiling of the Alaska Law 
Reports, the collecting of an exhaustive 
bibliography upon Alaska, many years of labor as 
Judge of the Alaska District Court and as Delegate 
to Congress from Alaska, and other deeds too 
numerous to recite herein: 

“THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the 
JUNEAU BAR ASSOCIATION that the 1939 
ALASKA TERRITORIAL LEGISLATURE be hereby 
petitioned, upon its convening, to create and 
designate, in recognition of Judge Wickersham’s 
patriotic services to the Territory, the 24th of August 
of each year as WICKERSHAM DAY”, 

“And, further, that the other bar associations, 
commercial, civic and Fraternal Organizations 
throughout the Territory be hereby requested to 
likewise petition the Alaska Territorial Legislature. 

Unanimously adopted by the Juneau Bar 
Association this 23rd day of April, 1938. 

H.B. LeFevre 
      President. 

 
I am surprised at this move of the Bar Assoc. it 
seems to be very premature. 

Diary 46, 1938 
April 24 

-24th - 
Evidently my friends think I am too old; they remind 
me of the story of the negro mother who was being 
examined by the census taker.  He said “Why, 
Maudy, you report two children, one aged 4 years 
old and another 2 years, and say your husband 
died 6 years ago, how do you explain that?” – “Dat 
needs no splenation,” she replied “for I aint dead 
yet, if my husband is.” 
Anyway the Bar Associations act was friendly, and 
I appreciate their feeling of friendship another 
attempt to honor me; though it is just a little 
embarrassing!! 

Diary 46, 1938 
April 25-27 

-25th – 
The case of Femmer v City of Juneau, et. al. will be 
up for hearing in the U.S. Circuit of Appeals in San 
Francisco, today – on briefs of agreement for 
hearing signed by both sides – it will, of course, be 
referred to some member of the court to write an 
opinion – in a month or so, when we will be notified 
of the result. 

-26th – 
Primary Election Day.  I voted the straight 
Republican ticket. 

-27th - 
Working in office drawing contracts & deeds for 
Femmer.  Light vote at the primaries yesterday. 

Diary 46, 1938 
April 28 

-28th - 
The votes in each party are so nearly equal 
between the respective party candidates that it 
may require an official count to tell which of them 
are nominated – though the Democratic party leads 
quite fairly over the Republicans.  The returns for 
the Democratic Representative in this divisions 
indicate that Roden is getting the Communistic-
Radical crowd  - the C.I.O. Unions while Mrs. 
Jeruse[?] has the organized vote – and they are 
nearly neck & neck!  The vote for Frank Foster, 
Mrs. Hermann & Cash Cole is so nearly equal that 
it will require the final returns to decide! 

Diary 46, 1938 
April 28 

-28th continued- 
Grace has rented my house on Franklin St. to a Mr. 
Johnstone, $4500 per month.  The Wilcox’s leave it 
Saturday & the new tenant moves in the same day! 
Hawks and Dyrdahl, for their Kuiu Is. Mining Co. 
must do their assessment work on or before July 1, 
for 32 mining claims.  They have everything 
arranged except the food supplies & I have made 
an arrangement with Hawkes & Dyrdahl to furnish 
$30000 to buy that food today.  They are to allow – 
sell – me 2% of the entire group – undivided – one-
fiftieth – for that money  I will make a short receipt 
& agreement when I give them the money 
tomorrow. 

Diary 46, 1938 
April 29-30 

-29th – 
Same as usual in the office.  Have finished deeds 
& contract for Femmer in the Bolm matters – sale & 



escrow with Stanwood Whitely etc.  Mifs Harland is 
assisting Grace today at home in finishing lists of 
Russian books etc. in our price fixing of Alaskana! 

30th  
I attended the Attorneys lunch, said nothing about 
the Resolution of last Saturday – passed the cigars 
paid for my lunch & returned to my office.  No one 
mentioned the Resolution – it was apparently 
forgotten. 

Diary 46, 1938 
May 1 

-May 1st, 1938. 
A quiet May day.  Paid bills etc. writing up my day 
book of accounts.  Have agreed with Jack Hawkes, 
for the Kuiu Island owners of Zinc mining claims to 
Furnish him – them the sum of $300.00 with which 
to buy food supplies to keep his – their – labors 
supplied while doing the Annual assessment work 
on their Kuiu mines on east shore of island during 
May & June $10000 per claim of work, labor, 
supplies etc. for which & other services the group 
agrees to pay me by the transport of two one 
hundredths -2%- 1/50 of its property interest – 
Hawks has charge in the 
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1 
absence of Dyrdahl & wife in California.  D- will 
return in two or three weeks & will go to the mines 
– in the meantime Jack will act as agent for the 
owners of the group 
Hawks & family occupy the top story of my house – 
7th & Seward – agreeing to pay $5000 per month – 
but are delinquent in payment for about 14 months 
& I am helping them out with cash for the group 
owners & trusting him for rent until he gets the 
money, probably out of the mines, probably never!! 

-2nd – 
As usual in the office. 

-3rd- 
Some excitement about establishment 

Diary 46, 1938 
May 3-5 

3 
of regular & permanent airline mail between 
Juneau and Fairbanks today.  Mayor Nerland 
(Andrew’s son) and Bob. Sheldon, postmaster at 
Fairbanks, are here (Juneau) to represent that end 
of the line - & a group of Juneau & postoffice 
officials will represent this end – the airplane will 

start the line – which does not persuade me, for too 
many fliers get killed, so I stay on the ground! 

-4th – 
As usual in the office.  Judge Gore called – is 
making a round trip to Sitka. 

-5th - 
My old Nome friend & political supporter Captain 
Axel Olsen, called –“full as a tick” 

Diary 46, 1938 
May 5-6 

-5th continued- 
Wrote letter to Darrell, he & Jane had called on 
Dolores in Los Angeles – and I asked him to see 
Daniel next time! 

-6th - 
Grace & I work every evening until nearly midnight 
on examining my library & fixing prices on the 
various items.  The Pioneer committee is taking an 
interest in the purchase by the Territory of the 
library – called & urged me to finish the sum which 
I will accept for it.  
I received a formal letter from the Sec. of the 
Juneau Bar Assoc. today sending me a copy of the 
Resolution of April 23rd favoring Wickersham Day” 

Diary 46, 1938 
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-7th – 
Delegate Dimond has introduced a bill in Congress 
to give a pension to retiring Territorial District 
Judges in Alaska.  We do not know its contents yet 
– but assume it only applies to the present judges 
& is not retroactive!  We had a warm time – 
politically – at the Bar Association today – between 
two disagreeing New Dealers! which we all 
enjoyed! 

-8th - 
Sunday.  Jack Hawks went down with Grace to Jim 
Yorks cabin and asked him to come to the house 
this evening & talk to me about the Hawks 

Diary 46, 1938 
May 8 

8 
mine on Kuiu island – he came and we had an 
hours talk.  Hawks offered to take Jim in on the 
project as powder man, and give him (Jim) a one 
percent undivided interest in the mining property to 
go with the proposed party next Saturday on Dr. 
Dawes boat the “Prince of Wales” to begin annual 
assessment work on the property.  York said he 
could not accept the offer, and gave as his excuse 



Alaska State Library – Historical Collections                                                                                                                    Diary of James Wickersham  
MS 107 BOX 7  DIARY 46                                                                                                                                                       September 27, 1937 through April 26, 1939 

that he has a job looking after some rented 
property belonging to a friend, etc. that he would 
be obliged to employ a man to take his place, did 
not have the money to pay such 

Diary 46, 1938 
May 8 

8 
advances & still a better excuse that he was too old 
& feeble to work, - in short he would not go!!  
Hawks has Mrs. Wickersham worked up to a state 
of enthusiasm about the matter – she asked 
Woodrow Atkinson, a fine young miner who works 
at the A.J. Mine to come at a different hour & talk 
to her and Hawks, and they presented the same 
matter to him.  It impressed him very well and he 
agreed to go with the party and work a month on 
the same consideration.  I encouraged Woodrow 
by saying that I intended to furnish the food 
supplies.  But, 

Diary 46, 1938 
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8 
while Jim York was with us a few hours mentioned 
– some question about the Kennecott Mines came 
up & York pointedly asked Hawks if he (Hawks) 
knew Richelson, the mining expert and engineer 
for the Kennecott?  Hawks answered “Yes,” that 
Richelson was an acquaintance – but said no more 
about him, - neither did Hawks, nor York.  Today, 
however, York came to my office & recalled the 
inquiry & Hawkes answer, and told me that some 
months ago Richelson & his wife were in Juneau, 
at the Hotel and asked him (York) to come & have 
dinner with them.  When York reached the 

Diary 46, 1938 
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8 
hotel he found Hawkes in the lobby talking to 
Richelson, who introduced Hawks to York, after 
which York went to dinner with Richelsons:  Some 
time later Richelson told York that soon after that 
dinner he went to Kuiu island at Hawks request – 
or that of some of the interested parties, to 
examine the mine upon Hawks statement that it 
was a great body many acres.  The he did examine 
it carefully as a mining engineer and found it to be 
a large kidney or lump of complex zinc ore, of 
worthless character, and so informed Hawks, and 
gave it no further attention. 

Diary 46, 1938 
May 8 

8 
That Hawks enthusiastic praise of the ore to us 
yesterday was not genuine – it was untrue.  York 
said he had never seen the Kuiu zinc ore in place, 
but from Richelson’s very positive statements, after 
his examination of the same for Hawks, declares it 
to be his judgment that it is worthless.  He said he 
asked about Hawks acquaintance with Richelson 
thinking he would tell about Richelson’s 
examination of the mine and his adverse report on 
its value.  York says he listened to Hawks 
statements to us this evening about the sale of said 
ore as it is extracted from the  

Diary 46, 1938 
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8 
assessment & development tunnels to smelting 
companies with astonishment – that they are 
misleading & that it will be impossible to sell the 
ore at any such prices – or at all, he thinks. 

-9- 
The foregoing statements by York put me in an 
embarrassing fix – Luckily I have made no doubt 
about the truth of Yorks statements, and also 
luckily I have been careful not to encourage any 
one to work or invest in the project.  I am so far in 
with Grace, however, that I may be obliged to pay 
for a months supplies – say $15000 – which I will 
do to save her from embarrassment – but further I 
will not go without more evidence of the value of 
the contents of the mine. 

Diary 46, 1938 
May 10 

-10th - 
In the office as usual, working on contract & deed 
from Lockie McKinnon & wife for town lot to the 
Juneau Empire Company - $2000. cash.  Also 
contract for lease of Femmer wharf space to 
Marine Airways Co. Hangar, antenna poles, wires 
etc. 
I wrote the outline of a letter to Hawks cautioning 
him about taking up too many zinc mining claims 
on Kuiu island – instead of a few and developing 
them fully, instead of wasting money, labor & time 
on the many – took it home & read it to Grace.  
She became angry at my suggestions 
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so I promised to give her the $300. and let her go 
into the project without me or my objections.  It 
may be an experience with her efforts & she will be 
satisfied – which she will not be if I carry out my 
ideas. 

-11th - 
I gave Grace the $300. this morning in the Kuiu 
mines project and she is spending it with the 
Hawks.  I have begun a letter to Le Fevre, 
President of Bar Association acknowledging the 
making of the Resolution of appreciation of my 
services as Delegate, etc.  That will close that 
matter agreeably. 

Diary 46, 1938 
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-12th – 
Worked on matters connected with the estate of 
John A. Sargent – citizenship etc. and a letter to 
Rodney Hamilton, his nephew at Ketchikan.  
Femmer contract with Marine Airways finished.  
Recd. bundle of old Dyea Trail papers from Rev. 
H.C.M. Grant Carcross. 

-13th - 
Preparing my letter acknowledging receipt of a 
copy of the Resolution passed by the Bar 
Association commending my services as Delegate 
and suggesting the establishment of Aug. 24th each 
year as Wickersham Day – which I do not approve! 
out of fair modesty! 
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-14th - 
In spite of the stories I hear against the value of the 
Kuiu zinc properties the Hawkes party will leave for 
that locality tonight on Dr. Hawes “Prince of 
Wales,” boat to do the assessment work for this 
year.  Seven men including Hawks will stay their 
six weeks to work on the claims to do both 
assessment & development work.  Grace is looking 
after our interest – I gave her $30000 with which 
Hawks purchased the food supplies at United Food 
Co.s store – 2nd & Seward.  Brown, manager.  The 
men who go to work secure an agreement for 
division of title to the property in compensation for 
their labor. 
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Jim. York says the zinc ore has no value.  Hawks 
says it has great value.  Grace is enthusiastic in 
the Hawks theory.  I fear York is right – Thats that! 
Delivered letter to Judge Le Fevre this morning in 
re Resolution of Bar Assoc: 

“Juneau May 14, 1938 
Hon. H.B. Le Fevre, President Juneau Bar 
Association.  Juneau, Alaska. 
Dear Sir:  I am in receipt of a communication from 
you under date of May 6 accompanied by a copy of 
a Resolution adopted by members of the Bar 
Association, commending my work while Delegate 
to Congress, in securing favorable action by that 
body 
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in the passage of the Organic Act, creating our 
present constitutional form of Legislative 
government, and approved by the President on 
August 24, 1912. 

Naturally it pleased me greatly to hear the Bar 
Association express its public approval of the 
provisions of this Act which has safeguarded our 
liberties and directed the development of our 
Territorial Government for more than a quarter of a 
century, although I was somewhat embarrassed at 
the suggestion contained in the Resolution that the 
people of Alaska should feel indebted to me to 
such an extent that they should repay me by giving 
my name 
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this great prominence in Alaskan history.  Such an 
honor would indeed be payment much fuller than I 
deserve for any services that it has been my 
privilege to render to the Territory. 

A greater tribute, however, would be mine, if I 
could know that the citizens of Alaska, among 
whom I have labored for nearly forty years, would 
always bravely defend those principles of 
constitutional government embodied in the Organic 
Act, and give their best efforts to prevent their 
destruction or abandonment, in whole or in part.  
Praise for author of the Organic Act for the part he 
had in the creation of our present form  
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14 
of government, though personally deeply gratifying, 
will be both futile and emply, if those who deem the 
work worthy of commendation do not use their best 
efforts to prevent the destruction of the 
constitutional principles upon which it was based.  
Please convey my thanks to the members of the 
Bar Association for this Resolution of appreciation, 
for which I am deeply grateful. 

Sincerely Yours 
      James Wickersham 

-15th - 
Working in library on price fixing it’s a big job. 

Diary 46, 1938 
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-16th – 
Recd letter dated May 6th from J.T. ONeill, West 
Publishing Co. St. Paul, sending with it copy of 
announcement of issuing my “Old Yukon, Tales, 
Trails & Trials” on June 1st, ’38, also notice “To the 
Trade” bookseller prices, discounts etc. and 
boosting the Book highly.  The contents gave me 
much satisfaction & shows the publishers are doing 
a fine job to get the volume to the public with a 
splendid advertising plan. 

-17- 
Jack Hawks is successful in securing miners on 
stock promises 
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I have given the money ($30000) to Grace and he 
and his associates are dealing with her to her 
satisfaction.  Dr. Dawes has given them the use of 
his big boat “Prince of Wales,” and they will leave 
Juneau tonight for the claims, loaded with supplies, 
the Dr. in charge to go to the mines to do 
assessment & development work on all 32 claims – 
6 weeks work with seven men.  They got away 
from her tonight late for the mines.  They seem 
confident – and they seem to be a band of 
competent miners & prospectors.  I hope they will 
succeed as they hope for, too. 

Diary 46, 1938 
May 17-18 

-17th – 18th - 
Recd. copy of “Cooks Third Voyage” from E. 
Hector, 103 John Bright Street Birmingham, 
England, price one pound 5 shillings – about $600 
which I will add to my library.  Writing letter to J.T. 

ONeill, St. Paul, thanking him  A Mrs. Noyes 85 
years old fell down the stairs in Valentine Bldg.  
Mrs. Wickersham & a reporter & taxi man took her 
across the street to the Doctor Council clinic. 
Sent Hector, Bookseller, Birmingham, England $650 
re payments for Cooks Voyages.  Wrote letter & 
sent lists potential buyers of “Old Yukon, Tales, 
Trails and Trials to J.T. ONeill, St. Paul, Minn. 
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-19th - 
Made out W. deed & Contract of sale of Real 
Estate for DB. Femmer & wife and Whitely & wife, 
took acknowledgment, all parties signed & papers 
placed in Behrends bank.  Holden of Marine 
Airways Co. refused to pay for my services in 
Femmer lease.  I was employed by Femmer - & 
Holden says he did not promise Femmer to pay for 
all services in the matter – but only for his own 
attorney – Monagle!  Femmer says he will pay me 
as he agreed with me to do.  Working on case of 
Howard v Warrack Workmens Compensation case! 
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-20th – 
Dr. Dawes returned last night from Jack Hawks 
mines on Kuiu islands.  I called just after Jim York 
saw him.  Jim says the Doctor gave him a poor 
report – the Doctor gave me a good one!  He says 
they landed everything, got up their tents, etc. and 
had good weather! 

Working on Howard v Warrack, case.  Smith the 
dairy man came in to report that Medosweet 
[Meadowsweet] Dairy at Tacoma have incorrect 
account – says he will bring me corrected one – 
which I will send to Gagliardi, their attorney. 

-21st - 
Bar Assoc. went to Lunch at the glacier road 
house.  I did not go.  motion docket called in court, 
nothing. 
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-22nd – 
Sunday – working with Grace in the library on Price 
Fixing on my Alaskana! 

-23rd - 
In the Office: Have just read a long address by 
Delegate Dimond printed in the Congressional 
Record of May 11th, but not spoken on the floor – it 
is to be used for “Home Consumption,” by Roden 



and the crowd of radicals which he organized here 
in Juneau, and their kind throughout the Territory.  
It is an appeal to that kind and is both adroit and 
dangerous. 

Faulkner has it. 
Diary 46, 1938 
May 24-26 

-24th – 26th  
Yesterday I took Delegate Dimond’s speech, found 
in the Congressional Record dated March 11th, ’38, 
to Faulkner to read.  Today he returned it to me 
saying that there was much opposition to it – also 
against his bonding bill & speech – and reports that 
the people of Fairbanks & other interior places are 
preparing to oppose both at the September 
election.  I shall not make any answer to the 
“Unicameral bill,” speech for fear tat my further 
activity may cause Tony’s friends to urge the 
Democrats – The “New Dealers” – to support both 
through a  
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political argument.  Dimond has announced his 
abandonment of the Bonding Bill – which has 
weakened his support of the “Unicameral Bill.”  The 
public seems to be slowly growing opposed to 
both, and I will not aggravate the matter by any 
further writing for those reasons.  The people are 
fully advised of the danger in the Unicameral Bill – 
so I will “watch and wait,” and keep silent for the 
present.  My “Appeal” has gone to every part of the 
Territory and the public mind is aware of the 
danger.  Tony is losing ground on both! 
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-27th – 
Nothing new – the town is quiet and business at a 
standstill.  Boats are running regularly, but the 
Union Strikers threaten to cut the fish canning 
down considerable – a bad thing for Alaska for the 
Territory depends on canning license taxes very 
largely for its support.  Wrote a short note to Ruth 
at Seattle saying race & I might come down soon.  
Darrell has written saying he will meet us there – to 
let him know when! 

-28th - 
Bar Assoc. luncheon – nothing new.  Studying the 
facts in Howard v Warrack. et. al.  Sitka 
Compensation case. 

Diary 46, 1938 
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-29th – 
Sunday: mail from south.  Received letters: J.T. 
ONeil, manager West Pub. Co. in relation to the 
publication of my “Old Yukon, Tales, Trails and 
Trials.”  Also advertising matter about same & that 
will send me copies next mail.  Also letters from 
Soliabakke & Mifs Lulu W. Fairbanks, Sec. Alaska 
Weekly with checks (400) each for copies of the 
book. All very satisfactory to me. 

-30th - 
“Memorial day.”  Grace & I answering ONeills letter 
– sent him both checks & letters form “Little Lulu” – 
Fairbanks, request to send them each a copy of 
“Old Yukon.” 

Diary 46, 1938 
May 31- 
June 1 

-31st- 
Received copy of “Jacket” for my “Old Yukon 
Tales, Trails & Trials” from publisher, no colors but 
O.K. Young, Royal A. Gunnison, son of Judge 
Gunnison, declared tourist on SS “_______” 
visiting Alaska, called at the office & gave them an 
autographed Jacket for my book: He (and probably 
she) is -are- writing an Alaska book & promised to 
send me a copy. 

June 1, 1938. 
Notices of publication of my “Yukon Trails.” 
reached Juneau residents today.  It is a good 
“Announcement! and 

Diary 46, 1938 
June 1 

1 
seems to attract attention, as the publishers wish it 
to.  But it does require subscribers to order from 
“Washington Law Book Co.” Washington D.C. 
when many seem to think they can order direct 
from me in Juneau!  Grace is greatly pleased, and 
continues to send prospective purchasers names 
to J.T. O’Neill, manager in St. Paul.  The 
Publishers announcement states that they are 
printing 6000 copies!  The newspapers are writing 
up brief reviews.  Both the Empire and the Press of 
this evening had good notices, and the President, 
Mullen and Cashier, McNaughton, of Behrends 
bank sent in orders. 

Diary 46, 1938 
June 1-2 

1 
[clipping] 

Alaska Volume 
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Is Published 
By Wickersham 
{Juneau Press.} 

Gleaned from the memory-laden files of the man 
who was the first to establish law and order in the 
Yukon during the days of ’98, a new history of 
Alaska today was offered to the public –“Old 
Yukon”, by Juneau’s own Judge James 
Wickersham. 

The 500-page volume varies in mood and scope 
as its subtitle,  “Tales, Trails and Trials”, indicates.  
Told in the accurate detailed manner which has 
made the author the most famous of all Alaskan 
attorneys, “Old Yukon” comes straight from the pen 
of experience.  There are 30 chapters in the 
volume, each dealing with a different step in the 
progress of the golden North. 

There are tales of the gold rush days, of Soapy 
Smith and the vigilantes, of the men who rose to 
fortune and sank again to poverty in the Klondike.  
The story of the first trip up Mount McKinley, 
descriptions of the agonies and suffering 
encountered by the early pioneers, midwinter treks 
by dog teams across icy wildernesses and 
reminiscences of the Yukon winter trail – all these 
are embodied in Judge Wickersham’s smooth, 
ample recollections of those days and people. 

There are stories of pioneer justice in “Old 
Yukon”.  It was the author who meted out justice 
for eight years after President McKinley had 
appointed him to the position of U.S. district judge 
in Alaska; it was he who guided the legal life of an 
area embracing 300,000 square mils.  Judge 
Wickersham held the first floating court in the 
Territory and was the one upon whom fell the 
burden of establishing law in the Yukon. 

Were Judge Wickersham to count the “firsts” 
which have fallen to his lot, the task alone would 
take many hours of memory work.  Instead, he has 
taken his experiences and knotted them together in 
a fascinating convincing pattern of early historical  
values.  But not only to the historian will ‘Old 
Yukon” appeal.  Maintaining always a clear and 
lucid picture, unembellished by fancy, Judge 

Wickersham has nevertheless managed to weave 
throughout the book a delicate, sober touch of the 
romance which has pulled Cheechacos and 
Sourdoughs again and again to the Northland. 

‘Old Yukon” is published by the Washington Law 
Book Company, 810 13th St., N.W., Washington, 
D.C. ($4.00, delivered) 

-June 2- 
Filed Motion for Default and proof of services by 
Publication of Complaint in the Juneau Press, in 
the case of Susie Salazar v Andrew Salazar in 
District Court. 

Diary 46, 1938 
June 3-4 

-3rd – 4th - 
Received today (4th) letter form Mr. J.T. ONeill 
written May 26th) saying he has sent me copy of 
“Old Yukon” by express and expressing some 
criticism of the frontispiece – my own picture  - 
saying it was not as good as he hoped because of 
poor paper in the original sent to him.  At that it 
may look more like me that a better one would. 
Also letter from Allen, Fronde & Hilen, Grace’s 
Seattle Attorneys regretting that her letter objecting 
to the appointment of a Los Angeles Spanish 
lawyer as Daniels guardian. 

Diary 46, 1938 
June 4-6 

4 
I am afraid Dolores will get into the hands of a 
smooth scamp who will lead her to loan Daniels 
money to his friends & associates.  The lawyer is a 
Catholic, who has secured a sentimental influence 
etc. just what Grace’s brother feared and sought to 
prevent!! 

-5th- 
Sunday – at home in the library. 

-6th - 
Received a copy – the first one – from the 
publisher – by mail today. 
We – Grace & I – feel as proud as a new father & 
mother over the advent of a new baby!  It is 

Diary 46, 1938 
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6 
a good looking book – well printed, beautifully 
illustrated, and quite satisfactory as we had 
anticipated.  There seems to be considerable 
interest among the pioneers about it! 

-7th - 



Book stores received packages of “Old Yukon,” 
and report prompt sales.  Of course it will require 
some time to get advertising started!  But I am 
interviewed by many friends who congratulate me 
on the public interest apparent in the book.  Have 
read it and find it as good as I expected! 

Prepared Demurer to the Amended Complaint in 
case of Howard 

Diary 46, 1938 
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7 
vs Warrack, et. al. #4207A, and will serve & file it 
tomorrow. 

-8th – 
Received 14 copies of “Old Yukon” books today 
from publisher – Washington Book Company (West 
Publishing Company’s subsidiary). 
So that’s that! 
Served demurrer in Howard vs. Warrack, et. al. & 
filed in court. 

-9th - 
Sent copies of my “Old Yukon” to Darrell (S.F.) 
Ruth Coffin, Jim W. Wickersham, Patoka, Ill. Jim 
ONeill, 722 Seventh St. S.F. & to Hon. Frank 
Bentley, Madison Wisconsin. 
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-10th - 
Sent a copy of my “Old Yukon” with my 
compliments to Phillip S. Smith, Geological Survey, 
U.S. Washington D.C.  Copies are selling here in 
Juneau well, and new orders are going to the 
publishers!  Also sent copies of Amended 
Complaint & Summons to Hansen & Rowland 
Genl. Agents of London Guarantee & Accident Co. 
Tacoma, Washington – told them in letter that I 
would be in Tacoma about July first for 
consultation.  Sent Ruth Coffin, Darrell & Jim 
Wickersham, Patoka, copies also.  Sales are good 
– hope they continue so. 

Diary 46, 1938 
June 11-12 

-11th – 
Luncheon with Juneau Bar Assoc. 
Grace is copying from Alaska Telephone books 
from Ketchikan to Fairbanks the names of 
prospective buyers of Old Yukon & sending to J.T. 
ONeill, West Pub. Co.  St. Paul, etc.  busy as a bird 
dog in quail meadow. 

-12th - 

Sunday: Charles E. Taylor and Andrew Nerland, 
Fairbanks arrived in Juneau by airplane – 5-1/2 
hours called at house & took dinner with us at the 
Gastineau restaurant. – then to theater to see 
“Firefly.”  Jeanette McDonald singer. 
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-13th – 
Taylor & Nerland left on boat early this morning for 
Seattle – sent Lucille, Charles daughter – my sister 
Mays also, by mail copy of “Old Yukon.” 

-14th – 
C.L. Andrews in town.  Gathering funds for my 
Seattle trip – start June 24th – sent telegram to 
Darrell tonight giving him my leaving time.  Letter 
from J.T. O’Neill about good sale of “Old Yukon.” 

-15th - 
Grace reserved tickets etc. on “Northland” for 24th.  
C.L. Andrews called – in amiable frame of mind. 

Diary 46, 1938 
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-16- 
Grace &I attended dinner last night at home of Mrs. 
Arnold & son & son present Hawksworth, Bauer 
Mr. R.E. Robertson & Mrs. Robertson.  It was a 
good chicken dinner cooked by Mrs. Cone, a 
famous Juneau cook. 

Received telegram from Hansen & Rowland, Ins. 
Agents, Tacoma in regard to case of Howard vs 
Warrack, Warrack Construction Co. & London 
Guarantee & Accident Co. instructing me special 
action for London Co.!!!  Sent Tacoma Agent night 
letter – copy to Warrack – containing my answer to 
Night Letters! 

Diary 46, 1938 
June 16-17 

-16th continued- 
A telegraphic dispatch in the Juneau Empire this 
evening announces that the Femmer case v City of 
Juneau, was affirmed by the U.S. Circuit Court of 
Appeals in S.F. today – we lost!  Of course, I am 
disappointed! but not for the first time. 

-17th - 
Faulkner – his wife & son left Juneau this morning 
on the Canadian boat for a journey to Europe via 
his old home in Nova Scotia! 
The “Old Yukon” seems going O.K. 

-18th- 
The world goes along calmly as usual 
C.L. Andrews attended Bar Assoc. Luncheon 
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June 19-21 

-19th – 
Sunday – Worked with Grace in the library – she 
on making cards for listing Alaskana received since 
publication of “Bibliography” – for supplemented 
catalogue!  Our friend C.L. Andrews came to 
dinner  - Mrs. Helen Hawkes, also 

-20th – 
In the office as usual.  Getting ready to go to 
Seattle with Grace on the “Northland,” tomorrow 
evening. 
C.L. Andrews gave me a copy of his “The Pioneers 
& Nuggets of Verse.” 

-21st - 
Middle of the Solar Year: Storm ended. 
Ready to go to Seattle on Northland! 

Diary 46, 1938 
June 21-22 

-21 continued- 
Editor           Atwood, Anchorage Times called with 
a copy of the Old Yukon which I autographed.  Also 
a letter from E.A Brinmstool, of Hollywood, Cal. 
came saying he was a schoolmate friend of Dr. Will 
H. Chase, & wanted a copy of my autograph for his 
copy of Old Yukon, wrote and sent it with pleasure.  
We boarded the Northland at the dock tonight 
expecting her to go soon – but she was delayed. 

-22nd - 
The steamer remained at the Juneau dock all night 
and only got going this morning late.  Met friends 
when we landed at Hoonah – Comstock – a friend 
of Geo. Kerin Stewart from Trou[?] 
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22 
who had a son at Fairbanks.  also met Henry 
Moser, fur trader 
Inspected Hoonah water front.  My old friends 
Steve Kane & others not in sight – beautiful sunset. 

-23rd- 
Through beautiful Peril Straits & arrived at Sitka in 
forenoon.  Grace & I and others walked out to 
Indian river – examined the totem poles, stopped at 
the Sheldon Jackson Memorial School – examined 
its interesting exhibit of books, curios, etc.  Met 
Mrs. Condit – he had gone out early to fish & did 
not return while we were there.  We met tow 
interesting half breed – Eskimo – Indian. 
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23 
in Petersburg early this morning when I first saw 
Petersburg – in July 1900 a salmon cannery was in 
process of construction there by Peter Buschman, 
a vigorous fisherman from Seattle.  It was locally 
called Peters cannery” – thence “Peters town,” & 
finally “Petersburg.”  The name was this named 
after old “Peter” – the canneryman & had nothing in 
common with “Petersburg” of Russia.  This 
information, came from Mr. H.S. Finch, fish buyer, 
who was agent for Peter Bushman, the 
canneryman at that time - & Finch was first Mayor 
– named all the streets – surveyed the town etc.  
Finch also told me of finding an old moss covered 
cedar board on the  
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23 
divide been[?] Port Conclusion & Port Alexander 
reciting the presence in Port Conclusion of 
Vancouver’s H.M.S. vessels in 1793.  Will call this 
fact to the attention of Forest Service at Juneau! 

-25th- 
Landed at Prince Rupert B.C. this morning & 
unloaded many tierces of salmon for shipment via 
Canadian Northern Railway to New York – for 
Finch, fishbuyer.  All day reading Irving Stone’s 
chapters in Saturday Evening Post, about Jack 
London – “Sailor on Horseback”- of his biography & 
travels  - Life & Alaska writings.  Continued south 
toward Seattle. 
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-26- 
Grace is arranging cards & data on my 
Miscellaneous list of library & type writing same.  
She is a worker!  This misc. list will include all 
books not noted in my Biographical 1924, list &  
Through Seymour Narrows. 

-27th – 
Passed though Active Pass. into Puget Sound, 
reached Seattle, this evening at 5 p.m.  Darrell & 
Ruth waiting for us on Dock 5 – went to Frye Hotel. 

-28th - 
Darrell & I went to call on Dr. Bentley – oculist.  He 
examined my eyes carefully – said my vision is 
impaired by cataract growing on lens in my left eye 
– the 
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28 
lens in my right eye was removed by an operation 
about 15 years ago by Dr. Wilmer, Washington, 
D.C. & that I will be blind in my left eye by the 
cataract, but I can be furnished with good sight in 
the right eye by the use of a special glass which 
will act as a lense instead of the natural lens in the 
eye which was removed by Dr. Wilmer, years ago!  
That this renewed sight will cure the blindness and 
badly impaired vision in both eyes.  I attended the 
Herbert Hoover banquet, accompanied by Ruth 
Coffin!  The ex president met me kindly & 
remembered me instantly.  Ruth & I also attended 
the speaking & banquet & enjoyed the evening. 
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-29th – 
Grace started to Los Angeles early this morning by 
through stage line to bring Daniel Vrooman 
(Vroman) back – he will go to Alaska for this 
summer vacation with us on our return.  Of course 
a stage trip to Los Angeles is a long hard trip, but 
she is active, well & does not shrink from such trips 
– enjoyed them. 

-30th - 
Darrell, Jane & I went to Buckley today in Darrells 
fine automobile – saw Harry, Minnie France & 
family, Maude & Nellie – then to Enumclaw, had 
dinner with Harold, Dorothy, Helen McGovern 
(Harold’s sister from Los Angeles) & their children 
(Harold 2 boys, Helen 2 boys).  Then to Seattle. 
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July 1, 1938 
Visited office of “Alaska Weekly, saw Knight, 
Editor, Pat Colter & Lulu Fairbanks, assistants.  
“Little Lulu,” accompanied Ruth, Darrell & me to 
lunch & then for a ride around the parks in Darrells 
automobile.  The editor & his cheerful assistants 
are all friendly to me and give the “Old Yukon” 
good notices in reviews, etc. To Puyallup dairy 
ranch with Darrell Jane & Ruth 

-2- 
Received my new eye glasses today – as usual 
they are strange, awkward & unsatisfactory, but I 
can see that they are according to the ocultist’s 
prescription & will work satisfactorily in time.  15 
copies of “Old Yukon” book arrived from St Paul 

today for Grace. 

Diary 46, 1938 
July  

Sunday 3rd- 
[clipping] 

Law, ‘As Was,’ in Far North; 
Wickersham, Here, Reflects 

{Seattle Times, July 3.} 
It’s been thirty-eight years since Judge James 

Wickersham took the law to the North Country, 
since he rented a log cabin to use as a federal 
courthouse in Eagle City, Alaska, and assumed 
jurisdiction over an expanse of wilderness, 
mountains and rivers as big as Ohio, Indiana and 
Illinois. 

Ever since that day he has been writing a book.  
For many years-all during the time he served as a 
judge and during the decade and a half he was a 
delegate from Alaska to Congress-it was a series 
of diaries.  In 1928, believing his book was to be a 
history, he published a bibliography of Alaskan 
literature.  He has a library of 10,000 volumes in 
many languages devoted entirely to the North. 

Half History, Half Personal 
But much of the early history of Alaska is printed 

in Russian.  Wickersham, refusing to use material 
gained second-hand from these works, changed 
his plans for his book.  It became half history and 
half personal experience, and covered only the 
years since 1900. 

It was published a few weeks ago, under the title 
“Old Yukon.” 

Judge Wickersham, visiting in Seattle yesterday, 
talked about the book and some of the memories 
of early days in the North which it brings to life. 

“There wasn’t any law of any description in al the 
territory along the Yukon River in 1900, when I 
went there,” he said.  “There was a judge in 
Juneau who handled the whole of Alaska – or was 
supposed to – but his influence didn’t penetrate 
very far inland. 

“Eagle City was just a wild mining camp when I 
got there.  I had authority to collect money for 
licenses and also to build a courthouse and jail – 
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but no expenses from Washington, D.C. 
“So I collected a thousand dollars apiece from 

saloons for licenses and, in my capacity as judge, 
sent men out to get logs for buildings.  There was a 
little mill at the Army post nearby.  while the logs 
were cut and sawed and the buildings constructed, 
I held court in a log cabin. 

“My first case concerned a dog and I didn’t open 
a law book.  A big Indian chief came down the river 
a hundred and fifty miles with a lot of braves all 
armed to the teeth.  An Indian named Jack had 
stolen his dog and had come to Eagle City.  After a 
lot of inquiring the chief decided I was Big White 
Chief and spent a half day describing the god and 
its theft. 

“After that I went down to a saloon where I knew 
I would find one of the deputy marshals, told him to 
get the dog away from Jack and then went out with 
the chief and sat on a stump.  After a while the 
deputy brought the dog back, the chief led him 
away and I went home. 

“But trials concerning gold claims were 
something else again.  Everybody in town and 
most of the people for miles around would attend.  
Then the miners concerned would start testifying.  
There was more lying and more profanity in those 
trials than in any other courtroom I ever saw.  I 
never wore my robes and learned a new technique 
in administering the law.” 

Judge Wickersham, who is 81 years old, and 
lives in Juneau plans to keep on writing about 
Alaska “as long as I’m alive.”  He will visit in Seattle 
for two weeks. 

Diary 46, 1938 
July 3 

Sunday. -3rd- 
Ruth, Darrel & I visited Greenlake Park – a good 
trip which we all enjoyed.  Lunch with Ruths 
mother, all three.  Ruth had dinner with Darrell & 
Jane & me at the Frye – where the Los Angeles 
stage came in bringing Grace and Daniel!  Grace 
left Seattle on June 29th –early in the morning, rode 
day & night 29th & 30th when she landed in Los 
Angeles early on the morning of July 1st.  passed 
July 1st in Los Angeles, leaving there on the Stage 
July 2, early, rode day & night arrived back in 

Seattle at midnight, on July 3rd.  Darrell & Jane left 
for S.F. at 7 a.m. before Grace could see them! 

Diary 46, 1938 
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3 
Grace brought back with her a letter written by 
Darrell to Mrs. Miles, with whom Dolores & Daniel 
boarded in Los Angeles, giving his reasons for his 
refusal to bring Daniel north to Seattle at Graces 
friendly request!!! 

-July 4th 1938. 
Up early with Grace & Daniel, hoping to see Darrell 
& Jane before they left Seattle – they were gone an 
hour or more!! 
It was a fine 4th of July parade – Daniel carried an 
American flag which he waned[?] from the 
sidewalk.  Dinner with Shel Wettach, sourdough – 
Autographed 8 copies of “Old Yukon” for him to 
send back to his friends Carrollton, Ohio! 

Diary 46, 1938 
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-July 5th - 
Grace Daniel & I visited Tacoma.  Consulted with 
Winden.  Told him to sell my C. St. House & 66-2/3 
feet lots for not less than $400000.  He paid me 
check for $25000 on collections.  Called up Mave 
Olds who met us at the Winthrop Hotel – invited us 
to visit with her on Saturday.  Gave her an 
autographed copy of “Old Yukon.” 
Called & consulted with Hansen & Rowland, 
Insurance agents – about case of Levi Howard v 
Warrack, Ins. Co. et. al.  Back to Seattle to dinner 
at the Seattle Athletic Club with Shel Wettach & 
Lulu Fairbanks – a fine dinner! 
“Old Yukon “ books selling well! 

Diary 46, 1938 
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-6th - 
Called to see Judge A.J. Balliet – whom I 
appointed U.S. Commissioner [?] at Rampart 
Alaska to get a line on the litigation over George 
W. Carmack’s litigation with “Kate” his Tagish 



Indian wife.  He gave me some of his legal briefs 
on the law facts in that case.  And suggested that I 
call on Frank E. Hammond the attorney for Kate for 
what he might have saved in the case.  I called on 
Hammond who was in the law offices of Fred 
Wettrick, who told me that Hammond had moved 
the day before to a new office in the L.C. Smith 
tower building.  I did so to be informed by 
Hammond that he 

Diary 46, 1938 
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given most of his Carmack papers to Wettrick only 
“yesterday.”  Called up Wettrick again who said he 
had the Carmack papers, pictures, etc. & would 
bring them down to my hotel in an hour and give 
them to me!  He did so, and I received a mass in 
that way.  Hammond had just thrown a big bundle 
of letters written by Carmack, Kate & their daughter 
into the waste basket.  He rummaged in the waste 
basket, yet standing open in his office & rescued a 
large bundle of the letters, dated about 1900, and 
gave them to me.  In this way I received a 
complete record of dates, facts, etc. relating to 
Carmack & his troubles. 

Diary 46, 1938 
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6th continued 
Grace, Daniel & I went out to Kent and called on 
Mr. & Mrs. Faucher.  Grace’s sister Ida, & spent an 
hour with them. 

-7th - 
A “Star newspaper reporter & photographer called 
– get a picture. 
 
[clipping] 

Take away the government’s “pump priming” 
money before it ruins Alaska – a country that has 
always paid its own way and supported its own 
citizens and always will! 

That was the plea today of Judge James 
Wickersham, noted Alaskan jurist and author, who 
was in Seattle for his brief annual “pilgrimage” to 
the states-a journey he has made each year for the 
past 40. 

The 81-year-old jurist, a walking advertisement 
for the healthy climate of a country he has played a 
vital part in building, has very definite views on 

government loans, and he doesn’t mince words. 
Wants Sound Growth 

“Put a beggar on horseback and he’s going to 
run a race,” he quoted.  “With the government 
scattering this largness in our midst – money we 
don’t need – we’re going to grow too fast and not 
soundly. 

“Our country must necessarily have a slow 
growth and we always grow soundly.  Now, the 
government is scattering around up there for things 
we don’t need – for the promotion of private 
schemes.  If we’re honest, we’re going to have to 
pay that money back some day. 

“Another thing, we resent being put on the poor 
list.  We have given the United States two and one-
half billion dollars in trade in excess of what the 
government paid to buy Alaska.  We have the 
undeveloped resources as they are needed to 
support Alaskans.  And we should leave a healthy 
situation like that alone.” 

Judge Wickersham conceded that some of the 
government money has been well spent – for roads 
and things like that. 

He favors opening up the Alaskan airways in 
preference to spending millions for what he termed 
a “spectacular international highway that could only 
be kept open six months each year.” 

First District Judge 
“We need that road from the northwest – but we 

don’t need it badly yet and its usefulness wouldn’t 
cover the tremendous cost.  Airplanes are the 
answer for a country geographically situated as 
ours – and the money we save by holding off on 
that international highway might well be invested in 
developing smaller roads into the interior.” 

Judge Wickersham, first district judge ever 
appointed to the territory by the government, has 
spent 40 years developing the country’s judiciary 
machinery – and has written several books in this 
field.  The latest, “Old Yukon,” a bibliography of 
Alaska and Alaskan jurisprudence, is just off the 
press. 

He spent eight years on the bench, 12 in 
congress, and the balance “just trying to make 
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Alaska build itself into the country it can be.” 
“If folks will just let us alone, we’ll be all right,” he 

finished, with a decisive snap of his firm jaw. 
 

This page 
(over) 
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[clipping continued] 

‘Leave Alaska Alone 
{Seattle Star July 8, 1938} 

[photo of Wickersham lighting a cigar] 
Judge James Wickersham, noted Alaskan jurist 

and author visiting in Seattle, says too much 
government ‘pump priming’ money will spoil 

Alaska’s independence and stability. 
‘Pump Prime’ Alaska? 
No, Says Wickersham; 
She’ll Prosper Alone 

Diary 46, 1938 
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-7th (including above) 
Judge Balliets partners, Mr. Steffens arranged for 
me to meet Mrs. Marguarite Carmack – Geo. W 
Carmacks second wife – today.  We had a long 
and interesting conversation in which she told me 
much of her experiences with Geo. and gave me 
some more printed data, including a copy of her 
pamphlet - & pictures of Kate & her daughter by 
George. 

-8th - 
Grace & Ruth arranging sales of “Old Yukon” on 
Alaska boats, good.  Consulted Dr. Bentleys 
partners – oculist who advises patience & constant 
use of glasses – says I will become  
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used to them in good time. 
Graces Juneau friend Mifs        Miller, government 
nurse called with Ruth to get an autographed copy 
of “Old Yukon.”  Grace is looking up reservations 
on the American boats going to Alaska, finds it 
almost impossible to get one & we may be obliged 
to go Canadian.  All copies of “Old Yukon” sold out. 

-9- 
Mave Olds and her aunt from Tacoma come over 
to Seattle this morning & Ruth & I went with them 
to visit my old town of Tacoma.  We visited Fort 

Davis & all points on the plains where I used to live 
& gather in votes in the fall. 

Diary 46, 1938 
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She has now a copy of both my books – the 
Bibliography & Old Yukon.  she used to keep a little 
school for the children who lived on “C” street near 
her including my son Howard, Dolph McClain, etc. 
etc. and both Debbie & I greatly admired her - & I 
do yet.  Allen has given me an invitation on the part 
of the Seattle Com. Chamber of Commerce to 
have dinner with them on next Thursday. 

-10- 
Resting my eyes and getting them accustomed to 
the change in glasses.  Grace, Daniel & I went to 
theatre to see Snow White – a pen drawn childrens 
picture – very fine 
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-11th – 
After more Carmack material today.  Grace & Ruth 
getting copies on the Alaska boats! 

-12th – 
Accepted my friend Allens invitation to attend 
Chamber of Commerce dinner – luncheon – on 
Thursday. 

-13th - 
was nursemaid today for Daniel while Grace & 
Ruth went to the Washington University to examine 
my collection of Alaska newspapers. 
It was a big job and they could not finish it.  I am 
anxious to get a complete list for my list of papers 
since printing Bibliography 
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-14th – 
sent autographed copies of my “Old Yukon” to Mrs. 
Sarah McPatton, Hoquiam, and Mrs. Dorothy 
Hanson and Mrs. Helen McGovern, Enumclaw.  
Harolds sister & wife, Enumclaw. 
Also copy to Mrs. Minnie Lake, my cousin, Buckley. 
Mrs. Lizzie Wickersham, my brother Edgars widow 
& her sister Pearl called & had dinner with us.  
Gave Lizzie autographed copy of “Old Yukon.” 

-15th - 
O.W. Peterson, manager of proposed dedication of 
Alaska way on Seattle Waterfront called.  He is son 
of my old friend Olaf Peterson who lived on Muck 



Creek near Roy Pierce Co. Washn
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15th continued 
Mrs. Maloney called – lunch. 
George E. Dilley, 39 South La Salle Chicago, sent 
copy of Old Yukon for autographing – Fairbanks 
family – signed & returned book to him. 

-16th – 
We left Seattle on Princess Kathleen at 9 a.m. via 
Victoria, P.M.  General Farley left same hour on 
SS. Aleutian for Alaska.  We changed at 
Vancouver B.C. on the Princess Charlotte – 
Saturday evening. 

-17th - 
Daniel was registered by mistake as Daniel 
Wickersham.  Over 225 tourists on board our 
vessel. 
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18th = 
at Alert Bay 

July 19th 
Reached Prince Rupert, landed for much trouble in 
landing at Alert Bay & Prince Rupert.  Left Prince 
Rupert early landed at Ketchikan 7 p.m.  Called on 
Hunt & others.  Passed Wrangell & Petersburg in 
the night. 

20th  
Boat visited Taku glacier this evening for the 
tourists, and Juneau reached about 430 p.m. & 
Home.  Jack Hawkes met us at the dock with 
Dyrdahl’s automobile.  Mrs. Hawkes had a good 
supper ready for us.  We are all tired and glad to 
get home again. 
 
[clipping] 

DAILY PRESS, JUN. 
Rebie Harrington To 
Sail Up Porcupine 
Write Alaska Tome 

{July 20, 1938} 
Rebie Harrington doesn’t think much of your 

airplanes, your dog-sleds or your open riverboats.  
She doesn’t move very far off the beaten line of 
travel, not even when she comes to Alaska.  But 

she gets around, aye, that she does. 
Visiting old friends here for a few weeks, Mrs. 

Harrington, who during most of the year is a self 
respecting housewife in the Berkshire Hills of 
Massachusetts, has very definite ideas about her 
next Alaska book. 

There will be no pictures of sourdoughs looking 
like ants crawling up the Chilkoot and Dyea trails.  
“Every book I ever saw on Alaska has some picture 
like that,”  Mrs. Harrington said.  “It’s getting to be a 
chestnut.” 

Chestnut, according to Webster, means a stale 
joke east of the Hudson-which is something we 
didn’t know before.) 

On her current trip to Alaska, her fourth, Mrs. 
Harrington will explore the Chilkoot River a bit, then 
head down the Yukon in a steamboat for a voyage 
up the Porcupine.  She will probably choose this 
little-traveled river as the theme of her next book. 

A deeply-interested friend of Alaska, Mrs. 
Harrington recently published “Cinderella Takes a 
Holiday in the Northland”, in which she narrates her 
experiences on the Yukon in naïve and interesting 
fashion.  And when she returns to Adams-the town 
wher Samuel Adams made his incendiary 
speeches and talked a few peaceful farmers into 
starting a revolution over a tax – we trust she will 
give us an other pleasant glimpse into her 
northland. 

Diary 46, 1938 
July 21-24 

July 21st – 1938 
Much mail – at office early.  Attending to belated 
matters.  U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals reported 
decided case of Femmer against me, but no copy 
of the decision reached me yet. 
Daniel Vrooman renewing his hearty – loud – 
playing with Jackie Hawkes.  Minor Mills et. al. 

-22nd – 
Same as usual in the office. 

-23rd – 
Grace’s Birthday.  Daniel sleeps with Jackie 
Hawkes.  Grace received birthday present by mail 
from Ruth.  I gave her a remembrance also.  
District Court in session. 

-24- 
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Sunday, at home – writing up my diary. 

Diary 46, 1938 
 

[inside back cover] 
[Another copy of advertisement pamphlet for 
Wickersham’s book “Old Yukon”] 
 
[also poem:] 

THE SQUAW DANCE AT PADDY MCCOSH’S. 
From the Alaska News, Nov. 8, 1894. 

It is ages since Juneau, as I know and you know, 
Has had a squaw dance, like the one I relate; 
‘Twas at Paddy McCosh’s, when the female siwashes 
Arrayed in gay calico, gathered in state. 
 
I was down from the basin, and just took a look in; 
I dropped in quite early so’s not to be late. 
Sammy Bohen was callin’ the figures, ‘till bawlin’ 
Had made him as hoarse as a raven could be. 
And Big Diller, the Daisy, who fiddled so aisy, 
Was whoopin’ ‘em up to the top nochest key; 
And besides ‘em was Peter the Greek, a world beater, 
For settin’ up whiskey, as if it was free. 
 
There was Chicken Ridge Fanny, Black Em and Black 
Annie, 
And Salmon Creek Kit, and more ladies I knew; 
All a ‘twistin’ and ‘twirlin’, chasse-sayin’ and Whirlin’ 
‘Twas like they’d been swiggin’ Old Yank’s hoochinoo- 
Amongst the whole outfit was never a shoe. 
 
We were runnin’ ahead well ‘till twelve by the Treadwell, 
When Danny the Watchman, came in feelin’ fine; 
Sez he, “Boys, I am sorry to break up your sworry, 
But squaws cannot stay in the town after nine; 
So it’s quick you’ll be clearin’ the house, for I’m fearin’ 
Your klooches are getting too full of your wine.” 
 
And wid that Crazy Sally, like girls in a bally, 
Raised up her bare foot and just kicked off his hat. 
Then Slim Sarah and Lilly soon had him knocked silly, 
And traveled all over him just like a mat. 
We were all so near dyin’ wid laughin’ an cryin’ 
Before we could stop them they’d trod him out flat. 
 
When at last out of pity, we induced ‘em to quit, he 
rose up and remarked, as he ateered for the door;- 
“All my power is ended; the law you’ve offended, 

It never was trampled so hard on before. 
So you men and you ladies may all go to Hades, - 
I’ll never set foot in this house any more.” 
 
It’s all botheration, this civilization, 
That’s killin’ the camp while it’s makin’ the town; 
Though the styles may be finer, whenever a miner, 
Comes down for a smile, he is met with a frown. 
They may rob me of pleasures, still memory treasures 
The Ball at McCosh’s when Danny went down. 

..J.S.B. (Judge J.S. Bugby) 
Diary 46, 1938 
July 20-25 

20 
[clipping again] 

DAILY PRESS, JUN. 
Rebie Harrington To 
Sail Up Porcupine 
Write Alaska Tome 

{July 20, 1938} 
Rebie Harrington doesn’t think much of your 

airplanes, your dog-sleds or your open riverboats.  
She doesn’t move very far off the beaten line of 
travel, not even when she comes to Alaska.  But 
she gets around, aye, that she does. 

Visiting old friends here for a few weeks, Mrs. 
Harrington, who during most of the year is a self 
respecting housewife in the Berkshire Hills of 
Massachusetts, has very definite ideas about her 
next Alaska book. 

There will be no pictures of sourdoughs looking 
like ants crawling up the Chilkoot and Dyea trails.  
“Every book I ever saw on Alaska has some picture 
like that,”  Mrs. Harrington said.  “It’s getting to be a 
chestnut.” 

Chestnut, according to Webster, means a stale 
joke east of the Hudson-which is something we 
didn’t know before.) 

On her current trip to Alaska, her fourth, Mrs. 
Harrington will explore the Chilkoot River a bit, then 
head down the Yukon in a steamboat for a voyage 
up the Porcupine.  She will probably choose this 
little-traveled river as the theme of her next book. 
A deeply-interested friend of Alaska, Mrs. 
Harrington recently published “Cinderella Takes a 
Holiday in the Northland”, in which she narrates her 
experiences on the Yukon in naïve and interesting 



fashion.  And when she returns to Adams-the town 
wher Samuel Adams made his incendiary 
speeches and talked a few peaceful farmers into 
starting a revolution over a tax – we trust she will 
give us an other pleasant glimpse into her 
northland. 
 
[clipping] 

Judge Wickersham 
Returns to Juneau 

{July 20, 1938} 
If a man is no older than he feels, Judge James 

Wickersham, author of “Old Yukon”, is right in his 
prime.  The former delegate to Congress returned 
to Juneau yesterday afternoon from Seattle where 
he underwent successful optical treatment. 

Accompanied by Mrs. Wickersham, Judge 
Wickersham spent most of the time in Seattle and 
renewed acquaintances with many old friends.  
Ten days ago Judge Wickersham was honored at 
a dinner given by the Alaska committee of the 
Seattle Chamber of Commerce.  He was the main 
speaker of the evening. 

July 20, 1938 
I see very poorly! 

Monday July 25, 38 
The S.S. Aleutian was in this morning early.  Lulu 
Fairbanks party of tourists on board going south.  
They called us with loud ringing of the telephone & 
got us out of bed. 

Diary 46, 1938 
July 25 

July 25, continued 
Lulu brought about 20 up to the house – in 2 
busses – we received them & they occupied the 
library for about 20 minutes – Froeessell(?) Judge 
of N.Y. Supreme Court & others had copies of the 
“Old Yukon” to autograph.  I did autographing while 
the Aleutian’s last whistle blew loudly for their 
immediate return to that vessel.  I enjoyed their 
visit and the complimentary remarks they made 
about my book & library - & they rushed away to 
their boat.  P.M. Genl. Farley returned on the 
Aleutian but went on into Fairbanks with Dimond – 
on politics tent! 

Diary 46, 1938 
July 26 

-26- 
The General Insurance Company being organized 
by John M. Chappell and associates of Juneau, 
has held me out as its proposed President for a 
year and more as its first President, but I have 
positively refused to permit my name to appear in 
its corporate papers now being prepared for filing.  
(1) because I do not have the necessary capital to 
invest, and (2) do not wish to assume the burden of 
carrying on the work for which I am so little 
qualified.  The organization have been so informed, 
and have consented to supply another more 
competent official and release me. 

Diary 46, 1938 
July 26-27 

26 
They will replace me with – probably – Mike 
Hennegan from Ketchikan, to my relief, and have 
also engaged R.E. Robertson, as their attorney 
instead of Henry Roden.  The papers will be so 
amended and filed this week, as I am informed and 
approve. 

-27th - 
Same as usual in the office. 
Gathering data for the Study of Catherine First, 
second wife of Peter the Great.  Have sorted my 
books relating to both of these Russians who 
organized the Bering Expedition in search for the 
American coasts, with the expectation of writing a 
volume about Catherine I, & her interest in the 
Bering – Cherikov voyages. 

Diary 46, 1938 
July 28 

-28th - 
Working out my list of Russian books – English 
volumes – on Catherine I, and preparing the list of 
characters who were important in Catherines Life 
as Godmother for Alaska. 
Ruth – Graces neice is engaged in Seattle in 
spreading “Old Yukon,” for sale has promised 
purchases to furnish autographic copies to all 
purchasers.  Grace sent her a telegram last night 
to sign my autograph to the books – for it would 
cost too much to send a thousand – or any number 
to me for my signature – so she must do the 
signing of my name for the Alaska function taking 
place there. 
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July 29 

-29th- 
In the office as usual. 
Recd. letter from Sandy Smith from Atlin, B.C. with 
Four ($400) dollars for a copy of “Old Yukon,” 
Stopped in Hayes Store to autograph remaining (3) 
copies of Old Yukon at Hayes request.  Mrs. 
Wickersham is expecting more copies on first boat. 
Spent some hours discussing the parentage etc. of 
Catherine 1st. 
Invited to attend Bar Association at “The Inn,” on 
the road to Mendenhall glacier tomorrow – dinner 
by Felix Gray, Commissioner & Robert Coughlin[?] 
court clerk to ride out with Banfield to attend the 
feast with him.  Accepted 

Diary 46, 1938 
July 30 

-30th - 
While in Seattle the attorneys for the appellant 
Marguerite Carmack, Messrs C.H. Steffen and 
Andrew J. Balliet, and the attorney for Hermon S. 
Frye, Admr. of the Estate of George W. Carmack 
deceased, and Frank E. Hammond, Esq. and J.J. 
Sullivan, attorney for Rose Curtis, sister and 
Graphie Grace Lafteg, married daughter of George 
McCarmack, dcd. in the matter of said Estate, 
informed me of the suit over said Estate, carried to 
the Supreme Court of the State of Washington.  I 
wrote to the Clerk of said Court and asked for 
copies of Brief & Record of facts, etc. and received 
the first papers this day! 

Diary 46, 1938 
July 30 

July 30th, continued 
The attorneys & Mrs. Marguerite Carmack gave me 
a series of letters written by George W. Carmack, 
about his affairs to parties before his death, and 
many letters by other people about George & his 
Estate, & the Copies of pictures, etc. etc.  The 
Clerk of the Supreme Court under date of July           
1938, wrote me a long and important letter about 
the suit and sent me the briefs & copies of the 
Facts prepared by the attorneys for both sides – 
and I now have an important and accurate account 
& record of Carmack’s life, death & particularly of 
his mining experiences in the Klondike as the 
Discoverer of that great Gold Field. 

Diary 46, 1938 
July 30 

-30th continued. 
Bar Association at the Inn – on the circle road 
around Auk Lake – near the rifle range & C.C.C. 
boys camp a beautiful day – glorious mountain 
views.  Rode with Frank Boyle in his fine 
automobile.  Visited the home of Mr. & Mrs. Drake 
– a beautiful spot – with wonderful water views in 
front of old Auke camp sites. 
 
[clipping] 

IMMORTALIZED 
SAM M’GEE IS 

ENROUTE YUKON 
Famous Character of Rob- 

ert Service’s Poem 
Heads “Home” 

The famous Sam M’Gee of Robert Service’s 
“cremation” was in Juneau last night on the Prince 
Rupert on his way back to the Yukon, surrounded 
by admiring feminine friends, a rotund, white haired 
and jolly individual who in real life “never minded 
the cold a bit,” is “very much alive” and “never even 
saw Tennessee.” 

‘The Northern Lights have seen 
queer sights, 

But the queerest they ever did 
see 

Was the night on the marge of 
Lake Lebarge 

I cremated Sam McGee.” 
Though the character was real, Robert W. 

Service drew largely upon his imagination for the 
story of the picturesque Yukon miner from 
Tennessee, who is now on his way back to his old 
haunts in the Yukon Territory after an absence of 
29 years, having been back for a few weeks twenty 
years ago. 

It is no wonder that Robert Service chose this 
man to immortalize in his national known poem and 
if he were to see him today he would find him the 
material for more than one poem, using his own 
words, he is “seventy years young,” and is going 
back to the Yukon not the hard way which he knew 
in his younger days but in the new 
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30 
revolutionizing way of boat and plane. 
“Yes, I knew Service,” Sam stated, “that poem was 
published in 1907 but it was written sometime 
before that.  At that time, he was a teller for the 
Canadian Bank of Commerce at Whitehorse and 
before that , he was at Dawson.” 

In Whitehorse in front if his cabin which he built 
with his own hands in 1900, is a sign, “Have a cup 
of tea with the ghost of Sam McGee.”  Few who 
read Service’s poem believe that Sam McGee is 
still living, but Sam is proving to be a very material 
ghost and should anyone believe him not to be the 
original, he carries with him the valedictory address 
presented when he left the Yukon in 1907.  He is 
still looking forward to a great reunion with his old 
friends in the Yukon who still survive. 

Dick Corless, the “flying prospector,” the pioneer 
of the gold prospecting by air in the Yukon is 
accompanying Mr. McGee.  Mr. Corless and his 
son Tom, who is the pilot, have been operating 
airplanes from Fort George since 1928, 
prospecting soely by air.  Corless and McGee will 
be partners in a gold mining venture at the 
headwaters of the Liard River, near Pelly River.  In 
the old days it was impossible to mine that area as 
it took three months to walk in and that left no time 
to work if the prospector were to get back before 
the freeze up.  “Now we can make it in one hour 
and twenty minutes,” Corless said. 
 
[clipping] 
Judge Wickersham 
Boosts Sale of 
Latest Novel 

Autograph hunters were in luck last evening with 
both Sam McGee, famed character in the Robert 
W. Service book, and Judge James Wickersham, 
author of “Old Yukon,” in town.  Both, very 
obligingly put their “John Henry’s” on books. 

It all started when “Sam” walked into one of the 
local Curio shops, purchased one of Judge 
Wickersham’s books, and expressed a wish to 
obtain the author’s signature, which wish Judge 

Wickersham very obligingly fulfilled.  When tourists 
discovered that the very aristocratic looking 
gentleman conversing with Sam McGee was the 
author of one of Alaska’s most outstanding and 
recently published books, the sale of “Old Yukon” 
reached its peak in a very few minutes, and Judge 
Wickersham’s pen was dry in no time at all.  
McGee also autographed, for many tourists, many 
of the books of Service’s poems. 

-July 31st - 
Sunday – writing letters to correspondents – 
acknowledged receipt of records, briefs etc. from 
clerk Supreme Court of Washington in matter of 
Estate of Geo. W. Carmack & 

Diary 46, 1938 
July 31- 
August 3 

31 
sent for[to] the court – copies of my Bibliography of 
Alaska Literature & copy of “Old Yukon Tales, 
Trails & Trials,” – complimentary. 

August 1st 1938. 
In the office as usual.  No mail & nothing new.  
Daniel Vrooman rules Grace – who loves him like a 
real mother!  He is bright & active child whose mind 
runs like a dynamo – always thinking & doing 
something far ahead of his years. 

-August 2.- 
Same as usual – but find it almost impossible to 
see well enough to read. 

-3rd- 
I have just learned that Andrew  

Diary 46, 1938 
August 3 

3rd continued 
Nerland some days ago wrote to Faulkner 
requesting the letter to collect from the 
Republicans the sum of $100. or more and send to 
him (Nerland) to aid in printing an argument or 
advertisement to be published in the newspapers 
against the Unicameral Scheme of abolishing the 
Alaska Senate!  Of course I favor the fight against 
the Unicameral Plan – and would pay my share of 
the publication of objections to its enactment.  But 
if the opposition is organized in Faulkners office, & 
he collects the sinews of war against it – The Labor 
Party, 
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Diary 46, 1938 
August 3 

-3rd continued 
which favors the unicameral Plan, - & the New 
Deal crowd headed by A.J. Dimond, Delegate, will 
declare the money & influence both originate with 
the Cannery group, and the result will be great 
prejudice against our fight to prevent the adoption 
of the Unicameral scheme.  The Faulkner is in 
Europe & Banfield has called a meeting of 
Republicans & others to meet in his office today to 
take action in collecting the money.  I am not 
favorable to the Unicameral scheme.  I am much 
opposed to it, but considering it very bad politics to 
do so I will not not attend the meeting – but I will 
pay my share to oppose the Unicameral scheme. 

Diary 46, 1938 
August 4 

-4th- 
In the office – nothing much doing.   
Jack Hawkes recently refused to accept 
employment from the Forest Service because it 
was not agreeable work – it was work on the 
overseeing laborers building a new trail on Nugget 
Creek on the north side of Mendenhall Glacier – 
the pay was $140.00 per month – and he wanted an 
office job – which they promised to give him later – 
he refused the job & prefers to loaf!!  Both Grace & 
I urged him to accept the job – for he owes me for 
a years rent – over $600. and I need the money – 
hence relations are just now strained between us!! 

Diary 46, 1938 
August 5 

-5th - 
I received a very flattering editorial review of “Old 
Yukon” from my friend Charles R. Settlemier, editor 
of the Fairbanks News Miner.  He was formerly 
editor on the Dawson papers.  I will write my 
appreciations!  I am pleased to get many others! 
 
[clipping] 
{From Chas. R. Settlemier – Ed. Am mailing some 
papers also C.R.S.} 

FAIRBANKS DAILY NEWS MINER 
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 3, 1938 
Discovery Day and “Old Yukon” 

The near approach of August 17 – Discovery 
Day of the great Klondike – revives in the minds of 
vanishing Pioneers of Yukon and Alaska the 
colorful trail-blazing days of those who in the 

intervening 42 years have established a lasting 
“Empire” in this golden Northland. 

Diary 46, 1938 
August 5 

5 
[clipping continued] 

To review the great drama as enacted by its 
earliest men and women and put it in form of a 
volume that is both an invaluable historic record 
and a fascinating chronicle of adventure is no small 
task.  Only one who has been a participant and has 
observed the subsequent developments could 
undertake the task with any measure of accuracy 
and satisfaction. 

This has been done with remarkable success by 
Judge Wickersham, outstanding Alaskan in his 
recently issued volume of 500 pages entitled “Old 
Yukon.” 

Written at this period, 40 years after he came 
into the country and helped establish the first 
courts, participating in the founding of many of its 
outstanding towns ands communities, has lent to 
the writer advantage of perspective that would not 
have been possible by a writer of an earlier day. 

The judge’s long experience in the territory as a 
pioneer jurist, 14 years a delegate to congress, and 
author of many legal and other works gained for 
him a knowledge possessed by possibly no other 
living Alaskan. 

A vast collection of many books, records and 
innumerable photographs touching the days of 
which he has written were an invaluable aid in his 
book. 

In “Old Yukon”  Judge Wickersham has 
presented 30 fascinating chapters, with scores of 
pioneer Alaskan and Yukon pictures, a veritable 
treasure that he has made available to all. 

The symposium includes the stories of the 
founding of the cities of Skagway, Whitehorse, 
Dawson, Fairbanks, Nome – the discoveries and 
development of the great gold camps of the realm 
– vigilante days in these frontier towns and 
communities, sagas of the days of fur barons who 
ante-dated the gold seekers – an amazing 
panorama of fact and reminiscences, embellished 



with many a tale of pleasantry, revelation of ancient 
plots and strategems - and on the whole a 
permanent contribution of priceless value 
respecting the opening of the great 
commonwealths of Yukon and Alaska. 

Yukon and Alaska are fortunate to have had one 
of the tireless energy, the ability and the urge to do 
to have risen to the occasion and given to the 
present generation and to posterity such a splendid 
work of lasting value. 

Those who now come as visitors to Alaska and 
those who in future years will constitute the 
endless procession of tourists and the future 
population that will make the Northland a land of 
homes and permanent occupation are sure to prize 
and often refer to this volume –“Old Yukon”- as one 
of authority and rare charm – an historic institution 
and achievement. 

Diary 46, 1938 
August 7-8 

-7th – {Maltby} [written in Red Pencil] 
Sunday:  The “McKinley” came in today – 
Secretary Ickes & his red headed bride were 
aboard.  Mr. Willard Maltby, Daniels teacher last 
winter came and will stay with us & visit Daniel for 
a short time. 

-8th - {Maltby} [written in Red Pencil] 
Same as usual in the office.  We are getting 
acquainted with Mr. Maltby & Daniel seems happy 
to see him.  Sunday evening neighbor Heisel took 
dinner with us & met Maltby.  This afternoon & 
evening the “hiked” up Gold Creek & had a fine 
view of the mountains around its basin 

Diary 46, 1938 
August 9-10 

-9- 
I am recopying the first pages of my story about 
Catherines mother, and hope to get the story 
outlined soon.  I am disappointed not to have 
received the Russian book from the Los Angeles 
book store. I think Grace asked them to ship it in 
time to reach me on my birthday – Aug. 24, and 
that it will not reach me before that date! 

August 10, 1938. 
Am greatly delighted today to receive by express 
the Russian book on the Genealogy of the Russian 
Czars and their families which Grace purchased for 
me from 

Diary 46, 1938 
August 11 

-11th- 
Arranging chap. on Von Roseus plans to secure 
possession of Martha. 
 
[clipping 

{S.F. Chronicle, Aug. 1938.} 
A Bookman’s 

Notebook 
By JOSEPH HENRY JACKSON 

OLD YUKON.  By Hon. James Wickersham. 
Washington Law Book Co.; $4.00. 

JUDGE JAMES WICKERSHAM served, under 
appointment of President McKinley, as U.S. District 
Judge in Alaska from 1900 to 1908, with a district 
embracing something like 300,000 square miles.  
He has served in six Congresses, has edited the 
Alaska Territory Law Reports, compiled a 
bibliography of Alaskan Literature, which is 
practically a list of the 10,000 or so items 
comprising his own library, and been a frequent 
contributor to magazines, always on the subject of 
the Alaska he knows so well. 

Plainly, the recollections of such a man are 
certain to give the reader an inside view of Alaska, 
a personal and intimate picture of that country, 
form pioneer days on, which few men could draw.  
This volume does just that, in the rambling and 
informal style of a man remembering a great past.  
Lovers of Alaska and those interested in Alaska’s 
past will find in it much to interest them. 

*  *  *  * 
The AUTHOR, of course is not an anthropologist 

or ethnologist, but a man of the law.  Yet he has an 
observing eye and a good memory for detail.  
Because this is so he gives his readers many vivid 
accounts of the life of the Indian, his religious 
ceremonies, his funerals, weddings, dances and 
legends.  In 1903 he and four companions climbed 
Mt. McKinley, called by the Indians Denali, or “The 
High Thing,” and on that trip discovered and 
located the first gold mining claims in the Kantishna 
mining district. 

Here, too, are tales of great dog team men, of 
great dogs, of Carmack’s discovery of gold on the 
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Klondike.  Her is the saga of Jefferson Randolph 
Smith, better known as “Soapy,” one of the early 
day racketeers who had learned his tricks in the 
wild days of Denver and went on up to Skagway to 
practice them.  And here – perhaps the best 
Americana in the whole book – are all kinds of 
yarns and tall tales told by the old – timers who 
liked to stretch ‘em out and know no limits but 
those of their own imaginations. 

Diary 46, 1938 
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[clipping continued] 

As a sample, there is, for instance, Dick 
Willoughby’s story of the speed with which the big 
bears of the region around Glacier Bay could 
move.  Dick, so he said, looked out of his cabin 
door one morning to see a huge bear coming 
straight toward him.  He reached up and got his 
buffalo gun, the same one he had carried on the 
plains, and waited for the bear to come a little 
closer.  At about fifty yards the bear suddenly saw 
him and stopped mouth open.  Dick fired at that 
instant, his bullet striking the bear along the top of 
his tongue and ranging down along his backbone.  
Then, as Dick put it, “That b’ar was so almighty 
quick turning round that when the bullet came out it 
split the doorjamb within three inches of my face!  
I’ve always been grateful that he was an old b’ar so 
lively as he had been, else that bullet would’ve 
caught me square in the eye.” 

*  *  *  * 
Like its honored author, this volume of 

reminiscences, made up from his diaries and notes 
over more than a quarter century, will remain a 
permanent part of that incredible Alaska he saw 
and knew.  In spite of the fact that the book suffers 
a bit from lack of proper editing and is not too well 
printed, it will be a source volume for many years 
for all who want to study the epic story of Alaska, 
its minerals and its men. 
 
Jack Hawkes & wife, Louis Dyrdahl are much 
excited because they have learned that Stewart, 
Ter. Mine inspector etc. and Roahm, his assistant 
sent a boat to the Keku Mining claims last week 

secretly to inspect them & give someone – 
unknown – a report of their values.  They are much 
perturbed – and intend to have Satbler [Stabler], 
their attorney go with them to find out who and why 

Diary 46, 1938 
August 12 

-12th - 
Some time about a year ago the West Pub. Co. St. 
Paul, announced its intention to issue an Alaska 
Digest of all the Alaska cases deeded and 
published in the Alaska Reports, 8 vols. the 
Federal Cases, 2nd issue, and the Supreme Court 
of the U.S! it has been published & copies (5 vols) 
sent to the District Court Library, Juneau, but Clark 
Lewis informed me today that Judge Alexander 
said “it was not worth a woof,” and sent it back to 
the publishers!  On inquiry I find, however that it 
has been purchased by Stabler, etc. who praises it 
highly as a good book 

Diary 46, 1938 
August 12-13 

12 
invaluable in An Alaska law library 
The court library will not contain it – but the Alaska 
lawyers must do so! 

-13th- 
Jack Hawkes is complaining bitterly that the Alaska 
Mining Bureau sent its assistant, Rhoam, to inspect 
his Keku claims, secretly – by air-plane last week 
for some undisclosed mining party or corporation – 
at the expense of the Territory – or some one - & 
refused to give him or his associates any 
information about the matter.  His complaint was 
made to Lee Griffin – who promised to look into the 
matter & report to the Atty Genl. U.S.A. 

Diary 46, 1938 
August 13-14 

13th continued. 
It may result in Stewarts getting an official 
reprimand – or not!! 
Attended the Juneau Bar Association at Percy’s 
restaurant – a good dinner & nothing else of value. 

-14th - 
Sunday:  Mr. Gerald Fitzgerald, prominent scientist 
in the Geological Survey, U.S. spent two hours in 
our library today discussing books – he seemed 
pleased with my “Old Yukon,” a copy of which he 
brought along for my autograph.  We showed him 
our recent acquisition – the history of the Russian 
Czars – particularly the beautiful colored 



photographs. 

Diary 46, 1938 
August 14 

14, continued 
He was also much interested in my recent 
collection of original letters and other data 
belonging to George W. Carmack & his Indian wife 
“Kate” Carmack, a sister of “Skookum Jim” Mason, 
& “Kates” daughters.  Graphic – Gracie Carmack, 
who was married off to the brother of Georges 
other wife, Marguerite, who married (?) George 
soon after he had located the rich Klondike gold 
mines in Sept. 1896-8 etc.  Marguerite was a 
natural adventuress having traded with a 
gentleman friend in various parts of the Americas & 
Australia – as the records show I  

Diary 46, 1938 
August 15-16 

-15th – 
As usual in the office.  Femmer came in – friendly, 
not to badly disappointed – asked me to cure a 
defect in his will be rewriting it.  Working on Ms. 
about Catherine 1st preliminary chapters, etc.  
Cards from Dr. Chase, Rep. candidate for Ter. 
Treas.  Answered friendly. 

-16th- 
I have this day examined vol 1, of the West 
Publishing Cos. Digest of Alaska law decisions, 
and find that it contains a full copy of the “A Brief 
Resource of the Judicial System and Courts of 
Alaska Territory” which the Company asked me to 
prepare by their 

Diary 46, 1938 
August 16-17 

16 
letter dated June 10, 1938.  It is printed just as I 
wrote it and is signed by my name at the 
conclusion, an the front pages of Vol. 1  It may be 
that is the reason Judge Alexander refused to buy 
it for the Court Library!!  He would.  Copies of the 
Digest are in the libraries of Stabler, Faulkner & 
other attorneys but not in the court library. 

-17th - 
52 years ago today George W. Carmack, Skookum 
Jim and Tagish Charley, discovered gold in 
quantity on the Bonanza Creek, one of the south 
forks of the Klondike river and started the greatest 
Stampede in the North. 

Diary 46, 1938 
August 17-18 

17 
Grace, Miss Holbrook & I attended a musical 
function – publicly given by Mifs Matilda Holtz, a 
young Juneau girl, half breed Indian, who was one 
of the scholars in her classes when Grace taught 
school (public) in Juneau some few years ago, and 
enjoyed her songs.  She has spent a year last past 
as the protégé of a famous Italian singer, at Milan 
Italy, and musical critics declare she has improved 
in voice culture & singing greatly and may become 
a famous singer herself. 

-18th - 
Same as usual in the office. 
Writing preliminary Chapter about Catherine. 

Diary 46, 1938 
August 18-19 

18 
The “Aleutian,” with a group of tourists came in this 
morning and my former acquaintance in Congress 
St. Louis, Mr. Wm L. Igoe – 63rd  66th Cong. tourist 
called, with his wife & spent a few minutes – 
renewing acquaintance between us men.  Sec. of 
Int. Harold L. Ickes, is in S.E. Alaska and will be in 
Juneau soon.  I do not remember ever to have met 
him. 

-19th - 
Nothing new, I am writing a letter to Lulu Fairbanks 
to be read at the sourdough Reunion at Portland 
Sept. 1-3, to excuse my absence.  Sold a copy of 
my Bibliography to the U.S. “Spencer” - $400

 

Diary 46, 1938 
August 20 

-20th - 
Many purchasers of “Old Yukon” come in to have 
me autograph their books – which I do gladly.  Mr. 
Maltby and Daniel Vrooman will leave for the south 
and home on Monday morning early. 
Luckily Grace gave Daniel and his boy friends a 
farewell party yesterday – at 5 oclock. p.m.  Daniel 
is expostulating about having to leave Aunt Grace’s 
to go to California which of course pleases her.  
She grieves at his going as much as he does at the 
necessity which compels him to go with Mr. Maltby, 
whom he loves too. 

Diary 46, 1938 
August 21-2 

-21st- 
Daniel and his tutor Mr. Maltby left on the midnight 
(4 oclock this morning) for California where he will 
go to School near his mother in Los Angeles.  
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When he, Grace & Dolores left for the same place 
two years ago I had a hard chill that night & the 
same thing occurred yesterday & last night.  My 
friends said it was a nervous chill resulting from 
sympathy – that he had to go.  They were 
mistaken, my arggnosis [prognosis] was – Smoking 
too much! too many Cigars!  

-22nd- 
Nothing.  Finished my silly letters to Lulu Fairbanks 
to the Int. Roughneck Reunion. 

Diary 46, 1938 
August 22 

-22- 
Received a letter and a package of old 
newspapers, which I bought from Rev. James 
Condit, in charge of the Sheldon Jackson Museum 
at Sitka.  He sent me 110 copies of the old Alaskan 
– 1885 & some later issues of the Review from 
Juneau of about 1894 – charged me 10 cents an 
issue – they are duplicates of the original files the 
museum has left but I needed them to complete my 
slim files.  I sent him the price he agreed on & 
offered to buy all his duplicates at the same price.  
He has some good duplicates which I need. 

Diary 46, 1938 
August 23-24 

-23rd- 
My old friend Mike Sullivan coma in to see me 
yesterday.  He had just come in from Yakataga 
beach where he has long – since 1919, been, 
working on his oil claims.  Says the Companies 
have had their experts there for several weeks and 
that they approve the value!! 

August 24th – 1938. 
My 81st Birthday. 

A beautiful summer day: Letters, papers, etc. from 
Ruth, who has been having the time of her young 
life with “Old Yukon.”  She sent us a copy of the 
Tacoma paper with a 

Diary 46, 1938 
August 24 

24 
her sitting in a chair with her shapely legs most 
prominent in the foreground.  The looked nice, of 
course, but she seemed to think not – also some 
copies of a fine advertising card she had made to 
be posted in places where “Old Yukon” could be 
purchased for $400 etc etc. 
Grace & I spent the evening in writing letters to 
Ruth, Lulu, Chas. Settlemier, ONeill, etc etc. about 

the meeting of the Int. Reunion of Yukon 
Sourdoughs at Portland, Oregon on Sept. 1-3.  I 
wrote a letter to Loomis, President – also regretting 
etc. and introducing Ruth – as an Alaskan Pioneer 
& piano virtuoso a la Ed Mathews of the old Flora 
Dora Days 

Diary 46, 1938 
August 25 

-25th - 
Same as usual in the office. 
Sent a copy of Old Yukon “To the University of 
Alaska, with my compliments,” at the special 
request of Mifs Meals, the Secretary of that 
institution – written, of course, at the command of 
Prof. Bunnell – who did not sign the letter 
Studying Catherine 1. and find it interesting.  I am 
outlining the preliminary chapters – for they are 
fictional – but I think clearly based on facts:  
Historical data will follow – in large part through, as 
in an history must must be assumed.  I think it is 
interesting proof of the earliest history relating to 
the discovery of Russ. Am. 

Diary 46, 1938 
August 26-27 

-26- 
A Mr. & Mrs. Henning – he is related to Allens law 
firm – and had some part in settling the Est. of 
Graces brother Henry – Daniels father is in town.  I 
asked them to dinner etc. at home tonight.  
Warrack advised compromise with Eli Howard 
claim for $2000.00 

-27th - 
Much mail about “Old Yukon” coming in – a fine 
letter from my publisher J.T. ONeill, Mgr. West 
Pub. Co. with a check for $427- royalty for June!  
Also letter from Winden, my agent at Tacoma with 
an offer for my old home on C. St. 

Diary 46, 1938 
August 27-28 

27 
low but satisfactory for the Tax is amount – 
delinquent for about $4400! – I think I will sell – a 
balance to me of about $2000 – though the place 
cost me $10,000 -  40 years ago!  ONeill also sent 
a group of friendly reviews & We – Grace & I, - 
have caught up with correspondence.  Henning 
(lawyer from Seattle) & wife had dinner with us last 
night 
Bar association dinner – quiet. 

-28th - 



Sunday – answering letters, & writing preliminary 
chapters on Catherine I – in which I am much 
interested – working out Serfdom. 

Diary 46, 1938 
August 29 

29th 
I am growing very impatient about Graces control 
of my income!  She demands money to pay the 
Expenses of her management of Daniels Estate.  I 
paid her $300. out of the note we jointly made to 
the Behrends Bank for $500. & she paid it to Jack 
Hawkes on his mining scheme at Keku, against my 
judgment & written protest!  The other $200, she 
took to pay her expenses to Los Angeles & return 
with Daniel, her nephew.  Darrell sent me $150, 
which I used to pay my expenses to Seattle & 
back.  I paid her way out of it to Seattle & she paid 
my way back 

Diary 46, 1938 
August 29 

29 
out of her funds, & the collections from the sale of 
“Old Yukon,” etc.  Today she demanded & took a 
check from me of $5600 because she said I was 
indebted to her in that amount for payment of oil bill 
for our home and an equal amount for interest on 
mortgage on my house back of the Presbyterian 
church, which she collected. 
She then twitted me with having paid my expenses 
back from Seattle – which Darrell sent me the 
money to pay and 250, I collected from Winden.  
Hereafter I will pay the bills against the House 
expense & keep my own accounts - & let her deep 
her accounts with the Bishop Apartments.  Darrell 
is disgusted with me! for giving up so easy 

Diary 46, 1938 
August 30-31 

-30th – 
Working in the office as usual 
Nothing new.  I am still angry, but there is little I 
can do about it. 
Autographed “Old Yukon” copy for Mrs. Marie 
Drake and bought a copy of her new book” 
Recd. a box of cigars from Joe. Wartl[?] with a 
birthday card.  He is in Skagway.  Writing a last of 
my preliminary chapters on “Martha,” Catherine 1.” 

-31st 
Finished my preliminary sketch of Betrothal of 
Martha – birth of her child – death of C. for just 
reading 

Diary 46, 1938 
September 1  

1 
Recd telegram from AW Wadley[?], Tacoma, 
saying, “Secured reduction of interest on taxes you 
will receive eighteen hundred dollars less forty 
dollars abstracting one hundred fifty commission 
terms three hundred cash, twenty dollars monthly 
interest six per cent purchased (?) to pay taxes 
seems very cheap but buildings in bad condition 
what shall we do.” 

I answered saying “When will Washington tax 
laws bar and end my title to Broadway lots and 
house  stop  answer night letter collect.”  I seems 
“cheap” to me also, and I want more information! 

Diary 46, 1938 
September 2-3 

-2nd- 
Same as usual in the office. 
Studying serfdom in Esthonia and Livonia – Russia 
– Reading “Livonia” London, 1701 – printed for 
Peter Buck bookseller – 1701.  Check for $1000 
payable to BM Behrends Bank. on Note. 

-3rd- 
Bar Assoc. luncheon.  Nothing new. 
Same as yesterday.  Grover C. Winn asks me to 
write short rejoinder to Tony Dimonds Answer to 
my appeal against Unicameral Legislative 
Referendum!!  I think the more one beats the dead 
carcass of an animal 

Diary 46, 1938 
September 3 

3 
the more offensive it smells.  Hon. Earnest 
Gruening was at my house calling for an hour & he 
says after a months touring the Territory that in his 
judgment the “Unicameral Referendum will be 
defeated – that even the prominent Democrats are 
not favorable to it!  So I think I will not write any 
response to Dimonds speech in its support!!  In my 
talk with Gruening I found him interested in the 
Lincoln totem pole on Tongass island – also said 
he would ask Zimmerman U.S. Ind Affairs to call 
&let me talk to him about Indian land case & liquor 
laws!! 

Diary 46, 1938 
September 4-6 

-4th – 
Mrs. Tupper, Graces friend – old school teacher at 
Juneau – now in Fairbanks, took dinner with us & 
then they  - Grace & Mrs. T. went to the theatre.  I 
did not go on account of my eyes. 
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-5th – 
Labor Day – nobody at work. 
Parade & a tune by the band!! 
In the office as usual.  Studying Catherine I, etc. 

-6th - 
Paid ½ my city taxes today $112.90 
  “ $10000 on Note for 500.  at Behrends Bank 
Recd. copies of Juneau, newspapers from Condit 
from Sitka. Offered $2000. compromise case 
Warrack v Howard.  Winn will submit to defendant. 

Diary 46, 1938 
September 7-9 

7th 
In the office as usual – offered to compromise the 
case of Eli Howard vs Warrack & Ins Co. for 
$200000  Winn & Roden agreed to write to Howard 
at Sitka for his approval. 

-8th – 
Same as usual in the office. 
Studying Russian authorities – books, about 
Catherine 1. 

-9th - 
Nothing new, except additional correspondence 
about “ Old Yukon.”  Autographing books. – No 
court no business – politics growing warm.  
Dimonds speech tonight small crowd – dull 
meeting. 

Diary 46, 1938 
September 10 

10th 
Dimond meeting last night reported poor.  The 
“Empire” giving him but light support.  He went to 
Skagway on days boat to hold a meeting there. 
Republicans doing but little.  Al. White nothing!  
Tame campaign. 
Bar Assoc. luncheon today: quiet. 
“Jack” Hellenthal, Chairman Democratic meeting 
last night made the principal address - & today 
spoke at the Luncheon against the adoption of the 
adoption of the Civil Code, approved by the U.S. 
Sup. Court for Alaska, at his meeting last night 
Dimond approved the Unicameral Scheme, & 
declared in 

Diary 46, 1938 
September 10 

10 
favor of Abolishing fish traps.  Capt. Davis, 
candidate for Legislature on ticket with Dimond 
spoke against Unicameral bill & in favor of fish 
traps!  The Democrats are divided & quarreling 

about these matters – but will probably be elected 
notwithstanding!!  They are all in favor of 
Roosevelts Appropriations – which is holding them 
together – they divide on principles but agree on 
appropriations!  We will see tomorrow (Election 
Day) which is the winning horse!  Of course I will 
vote the straight Republican ticket – for principles 
against – appropriations, - the latter will win 
though, I fear. 

Diary 46, 1938 
September 11-
12 

-11th  12th  
Sunday – writing letters.  Grace does the reading & 
writing.  I only articulate, for my sight is growing 
dimmer – I fear I must quit smoking cigars!  I will 
consult Dr. Dawes tomorrow. 

-12th - 
Mr. D.A. Rockne (spell it                        ) of the US. 
Dept. of Agri. called and gave me an interesting 
Diary (Record book) kept for the season of 1914 by 
the captain of the fishing vessel called – I think – 
Unimak, belonging to the Kasilof Cannery – found 
it on the site of the abandoned cannery.  My visitor 
is a sensible man and acquainted with the 
Matanuska farming camp, says it is a “dust bowl”. 

Diary 46, 1938 
September 13-
14 

13th 
Election Day.  I am  very much interested in 
President Roosevelts fight to defeat Senator 
Tydings, of Maryland & Senator George of 
Georgia, because they will not yield their judgment 
to his in his “New Deal” ideas.  Hope they beat the 
President’s purge! 

We Alaskans are interested in our local election.  
I can look on quietly, for I am not a contestant. 

-14th - 
Tydings, Senator from Maryland seems to have 
won his contest by President Roosevelt who fought 
his primary endorsement, because the Senator 
would not support some of his wild 

Diary 46, 1938 
September 14 

14 
ideas set forth in the “New Deal” craze.  The 
Democrats seem to have won their entire ticket in 
Alaska at yesterdays election.  Too much public 
money spent for “relief” – a new form of bribery of 
the voters!!  However the “Unicameral Referendum 
put out by Tony Dimond was defeated.  Its purpose 



was to abolish the Territorial Senate and leave us 
with a single House in the Legislature.  I think my 
“Appeal” pamphlet to the voters printed & widely 
spread over the Territory had force in the result! 
Dr. Jenney’s funeral today. 

Diary 46, 1938 
September 15 

15th 
Wrote an autograph in Mrs. Mary C. Godders “Old 
Yukon,” and a letter to the County Clerk of Oconto 
County, Wis. inquiring for the relatives of Jack, – 
John, A. Sargent! 
Senators Tydings, of Maryland, & Senator George, 
of Georgia, seem to have defeated the “Purge” of 
President Roosevelt and were reelected 
notwithstanding his denunciation of both as 
“traitors” to his “New Deal” policies. 

I also look upon the Defeat of the “Dimond 
Referendum” to abolish the Territorial Senate in 
Alaska as a personal victory based upon my 
“Appeal” against it! dated Jany 1938. 

Diary 46, 1938 
September 16-
17 

-16th – 
Letter to Chas. T. Peterson, Tacoma about value of 
my Tacoma House 
Telegram from Harrison & Rowland, Tacoma, 
asking for 3 copies of Alaska Insurance law – sent 
them last night by mail. 
Made out papers for my old Fairbanks friend, 
Charlie Sparm, to enable him to get a pension as 
an Alaska pioneer!  He was one of the first 
prospectors on Dome Creek, when it was first 
staked. 

-17th - 
Constitution Day!  Attended the Bar Association 
day!  Dimond was there & was treated friendly.  I 
asked about Mrs. Dimond & sent Mrs. W’s 
compliments, etc. which were reciprocated. 

Diary 46, 1938 
September 18 

-18th - 
Sunday.  In library as usual.  Letter from Ruth with 
many clippings from papers about the proceedings 
of the Pioneer’s meeting at Portland. 
Grace reads the magazines to me. 
Juneau Territorial Fair lasted 3 days – nothing but 
buying tickets for automobile, & many lesser 
objects – no fruits or vegetables – no cultural 
exhibits – just a fake exhibition by which to spend 

the appropriation made by the Legislature.  The 
returns of election show a Democratic – New Deal 
victory.  Happily the Unicameral Referendum was 
defeated!  I am glad of that. 

Diary 46, 1938 
September 19-
20 

-19th – 
In the office as usual.  Grover C. Winn offers to 
compromise the case of Howard vs Warrack & Ins. 
Co. – Workmans Compensation case, for $2200: 
Warrack offers $2000.-  I will submit compromise to 
Hanson & Rowland, Ins. Agents Tacoma by 
telegraph tonight! asking instructions. 

-20th - 
Answer from Hansen & Rowland, Tacoma, about 
case of Howard vs Warrack & Ins. Co. inquiring 
“Advise when Howard v Warrack will be tried” 
answer “after next November 15th” & S[?] 
Letter from Dr. Chase, Cordova, saying 

Diary 46, 1938 
September 20 

20 
citizens there want my opinion about what to do 
about notice by Copper River & N.W. Ry. Co. 
abandonment of that railroad Octo. 15th  Have 
looked into the question carefully and have written 
Chase to await my next letter in which I will advise 
them fully to appeal to the President, Sec. Interior, 
Atty Genl. Gov. Troy, Delegate Dimond etc. to 
purchase the railroad and rehabilitate it for future 
use by U.S. Govt etc etc.  I think a scheme of that 
kind can be worked out successfully and I will 
prepare a petition covering the plan – which may 
attract the Kennecott Copper Co. & I will undertake 
it!! 

Diary 46, 1938 
September 20-
21 

-Sept 20th – 
Earl Knight & wife in town.  I have invited them to 
lunch tomorrow – they want to examine my library! 
which I am anxious to have them do. 

-21st- 
Long, fine letter from Ruth giving me the story of 
her trip to the Pioneer meeting at Portland, - with a 
picture of “Skiff Mitchell, Ruth on his right and Lulu 
Fairbanks on his left.  Telegram from Darrell 
advising me to sell my old Tacoma home for $3000 
– less taxes & expenses – net about $1900!  I will 
do so for the Taxes etc will take it if I do not! 
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Diary 46, 1938 
September 21-
22 

21st continued 
Earl Knight & wife lunch with us at our home & 
inspect my library!  They spent the afternoon with 
us talking books, examining & inspecting rare 
books, old papers, etc.  They are both very 
pleasant & we enjoyed the visit very much. 

-22nd 
In the office as usual.  Reading many histories of 
Peter the Great for data about Catherine 1st  
Finished Peter the Great by Voltaire by Smallette 
which is the best authority of its kind on that 
particular subject. 
Letter to Theo. Kettleson – Sitka about Warrack 
case by Howard. 

Diary 46, 1938 
September 22-
25 

22d-continued 
Sent telegram last night to Winden, Tacoma, 
accepting offer of Windens client to buy my old 
Tacoma home for terms suggested in letter to 
Darrell! 

-23rd- 
Same as usual in the office.  Nothing by telegram 
from Winden about sale of house.  Letter about 
Vaith[?], Tacoma will. 

-24th- 
In the office:  Judge Alexander rendered 3 opinions 
in court 
Juneau Bar Assoc. luncheon Percy’s. 

-25th- 
Sunday.  Reading etc. Catherine 1.  25 vols – 
arranging data. 

Diary 46, 1938 
September 26-
27 

-26th – 
In the office as usual.  Arranging Account with 
Femmer Case. 

-27th - 
Femmer will not consult with or talk about my 
interest in the city case – he is broke & cant pay 
me the fees for printing Records, etc. in case.  Am 
gathering data about  the proposed abandonment 
by the Kennecott Copper Company of its C.R & 
N.W. railroad from Cordova to Kennecott.  I will call 
on Gov Troy & talk with him about the U.S. taking 
over – buying the abandoned line – bridges etc. 
and probably rehabilitating it as a wagon vs 
railroad for public use.  Am to 

Diary 46, 1938 
September 27-
28 

27 
call at his office this afternoon on that subject.  
Later, Governor says he has no satisfactory 
answer to the C.R. & N.W. Ry problem.  Had a talk 
with Hesse, Ter. Road Supt. who wants something 
done at once, but does not know what can be 
done! 

-28th - 
Writing a Brief on the Right of the Kennecott 
Copper Corporation to abandon its Copper River & 
N.W. railroad & abandon that country.  I think it is 
not lawful for them to do so and Roden agrees with 
me in that judgment.  The people of Cordova are 
excited about the matter & ask my advice & 
assistance. 

Diary 46, 1938 
September 29- 
October 1 

-29th – 
In the office as usual – working on Cordova Ry. 
inquiry! 

-30th – 
Same as yesterday – on Cordova C.R. & N.W. Ry 
Co. plan to abandon the Railway.  Preparing 
History of the origin, building, operating, by the 
Kennecott Copper Corporation. 

October 1. 
Same as yesterday.  Dan Kennedy my old packer 
friend from Fairbanks came to Juneau, today, to 
consult me about recovering compensation for his 
land at McKinley Park Entrance  Have known Dan 
for 30 years & know his land location, etc.  Am 
consulting 

Diary 46, 1938 
October 1-4 

1 
with him at my office tonight.  He has a patent for 
the land taken into the Park by Act of Congress, 
same as Stubbs. 

2-3. 
Working on Cordova Railroad matter.  Dan 
Kennedy took dinner with us last night & is coming 
this evening to look at my Yukon pictures. 

-4th - 
Completed the Cordova Ry Rate & Abandonment 
matter, to the close of the Kennecott Copper 
Corporation  Annual Reports close their records 
with turning their Alaska Ry & Copper reports into a 
Contraction with the Braden & Utah Copper Co. 



Diary 46, 1938 
October 4 

4 
at the conclusion of their Annual for 1920.  I 
suggested a continuation of the Cordova case to 
cover the abandonment of the Richardson 
Highway, and the connection with the Alaska 
Railroad and McKinley National Park transportation 
etc. but Roden, who has copied & corrected my 
Ms. to 1920, thinks it is immaterial to do so – 
probably it is but it is exceeding interesting as 
showing the interests of Birch in the Alaska SS. 
Co. and the C.B. & Q Ry & the Northern Pacific 
with the Alaska Ry & the McKinley Park 
Transportation to Fairbanks – and their control of 
all freight & passenger rates in the Fairbanks 
region! 

Diary 46, 1938 
October 5 

-5th - 
Concluded examination of all papers and 
statements made and delivered to me by Dan L. 
Kennedy in relation to his claim for inquiry on the 
United States in taking into the Mount McKinley 
National Park of his land – 5 acres - & refusing to 
allow him to do business there as he had arranged 
to do etc. 
Also finished my statement in relation to the 
proposed abandonment by the U.S. Interstate 
Commerce Commission on the application of the 
Copper River & Northwestern Ry Co. with letter 
mentioning Roden as assistant & send him Brief & 
the letter today.  It has been 

Diary 46, 1938 
October 5-6 

5 
a weeks hard job – and I am glad to have it ended 
and off my mind.  I have used my file of the Annual 
Reports of the Kennecott Copper Corporation in 
the preparation of the Statement of Facts 1915-
1926, & information from Parks[?] Manual on 
Industrials & Railroads – 1936. 

-6th - 
Finished the Supplemental Brief in the Copper 
River & Northwestern Ry Co. brief in opposition to 
its application to abandon the road, and sent it with 
a letter to Dr. Will H. Chase, Cordova asking them 
to get it signed by the officials of the Chamber of 
Commerce by protocol and printed copies sent 

Diary 46, 1938 
October 6-7 

6 
to the President, Congress, Sec. of the Interior, 
Attorney General, Delegate Dimond, Interstate 
Commerce  Commission & Governor Troy, etc. 

-7th - 
Wannamaker, Indian minister from Angoon, Dick, a 
big fine looking Indian and two other Indians with 
them came in to talk about bringing a suit against 
the U.S. for injuries to these people in October 
1882, by turning the Indian town of Hutchinoo 
“Bears Fort,” by Captain Merriman &  

Diary 46, 1938 
October 7-8 

7 
U.S. soldiers – Marines etc. in 1882.  I told them I 
would not take charge of the case but would assist 
Henry Roden, whom they employed as their 
attorney in my presence and at my suggestion.  
They told him information as given to them by their 
old people who were present at the attack on the 
village where all their boats  - cairns – winter food 
supplies, etc. were burned.  Roden will talk the 
matters over with Dimond, the delegate to 
congress & write to them what he says. 

-8th - 
In the office – doing nothing!  Reading Americana 
catalogues: about prices on Alaskana books 

Diary 46, 1938 
October 9-11 

-9th – 
Sunday – working in library. 

10th 
In the office as usual – working on a letter to Dr. 
Gruening, Director in Interior Department on 
Territorial matters – about Cordova River & N.W. 
Ry abandonment & connection of Alaska SS. Co. 
officials & Kennecott Copper Corporation influence 
over Alaska Ry. Mt. McKinley National Park etc. 

-11th- 
Secretary of Hanson & Rowland, Tacoma Agent 
Ins. Co.’s in the case of Howard v Warrack, et. al. 
called – went to consult with Warracks 

Diary 46, 1938 
October 12 

-12th- 
Mr.           Zimmerman, Claude M. Hirst, & 
secretary called.  Talked over Indian Affairs – 
Liquor question.  Gruening & Totem poles etc.   
Friendly call – nothing else. 
C.W. Jamieson, agent of Hansen & Rowland, 
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Insurance Agents Tacoma, Wash. is here in 
conference with John W. Chappell, organizer of the 
Alaska General Insurance Co. conferring about 
mutual relations between the Alaska Co. & English 
Co. for reinsurance of Alaska Insurance Co. 
business.  I was able to bring them together – to 
talk about their mutual interests. 

Diary 46, 1938 
October 13 

-13th - 
Chappell & Jamieson are yet talking in my office 
about their matters.  The latter is also engaged in 
an effort to compromise the case of Howard vs 
Warrack and the Ins. Co which Jamieson 
represents. 

Invited Jamieson and the Mr. & Mrs. Chappell to 
dinner.  Jamieson is a student of History 
specializes on Aaron Burr & is a book collector on 
that line.  The Chappells & Jamiesons had dinner 
with us & spent the evening in the library.  The men 
talked over reinsurance etc & we enjoyed the visit. 

Diary 46, 1938 
October 14 

14th - 
In the office – conference with Jamieson in re case 
of Howard vs Warrack & Ins. Co.  Jamieson sought 
to secure compromise & settlement of above case 
– but did not.  He advises me to settle – not more 
than $1500 – less if possible & in case no 
settlement that Robertson, who has long been the 
local agent for the Ins. Co. will try the case before 
jury etc.  Jamieson will leave for home (Tacoma) 
on boat this evening.  I am studying letter to 
Gruening about abandonment of C.R. & NW Ry & 
other wagon roads of whole. 

Diary 46, 1938 
October 15-16 

-15- 
In the office – Hon. Bill Hesse Ter. Road 
Commissioner came in to talk Cordova Ry matter 
over  he examined the copy of a statement written 
by him at Fairbanks some years ago, showing Nor. 
Pac. Ry. Co. Great Northern & Alaska S.S. Co. had 
secured a chattel mortgage for $25,000 loaned to 
the Mt. McKinley Park Trans. Co. Galen etc. for 
stock in that Co.  he said he had written the data!  I 
will write to Charles E. Taylor for copy etc. 

-16th- 
Sunday.  Wrote letters to Chas. E. Taylor, 
Fairbanks, for copy of Chattel Mortgage for of 

N.P.R. Alaska SS. Co. & Great Northern Ry – 
security for loan of $25,000. & exploration?!! 

Diary 46, 1938 
October 16-18 

16th continued. 
Letter to Arthur G. Thompson, Anchorage, asking 
for data about Ohtson, Supt. Alaska Govt, Railroad 
blocking street to prevent Cook Inlet Tr. Co. from 
landing freight from Seattle via Independent S.S. 
line for Anchorage merchants. 

-17th – 
Working on Cordova matter. 

-18th - 
Alaska Purchase Day, 1867.  Working on Cordova 
matter.  Collector Connors gave me the amt. of 
Copper shipped from Alaska to end of 1937 - 
$245,116,715.  Cost or Selling Prices?? 

Diary 46, 1938 
October 19 

-19th - 
Same as yesterday.  Talked with Ike Taylor about 
rates over Richardson Highway.  Les Rox & Jack 
Lang, union men came in – they are opposed to 
the C.I.O. radical gang!! 

Jack Hawkes, George Kerin &        their guide, 
an Indian who lives at Douglas, returned from a 
moose hunt to the Taku (Alaska) flats, this 
afternoon, having been detained there for two 
weeks by storms, etc. without finding moose or any 
game – they had a bad time –and glad to be home 
again. 

Diary 46, 1938 
October 20-22 

-20- 
In office as usual.  Working on Cordova C.R. & 
N.W. Ry. Co abandonment, etc.  Connors Collector 
Customs assisting me with data about Copper 
output from Kennecott Mines. Ike Taylor gave me 
data, maps etc. same. 

-21st- 
Studying import[?] and Joint[?] of the case of Keku 
Mining Case, reading authorities & find it 
interesting. 

-22- 
Same as yesterday.  Conference with Hawkes – 
will get me a copy of Hosfords notice posted on 
Keku claims. 

Diary 46, 1938 
October 23-24 

Oct. 23rd 1938. 
Sunday.  Worked in home library with Grace 



studying my Alaska Library – prices of books, etc. 
for sale to buyer! 

Jack Hawkes gave me copy of Capt. Hofstad & 
sons Notice of Non-Liability posted on Keku claims 
– dated Nov. 13, 1937, posted on claims. 

Oct 24, 1938. 
Called R.E. Robertson about Howard v Warrack 
etc.  He promises to call and confer about his 
appearance in case with me for defendants. 

Diary 46, 1938 
October 24-26 

-24-continued 
Turned the papers in Howard vs Warrack v Ins. Co. 
over to R.E. Robertson, for further work. 

-25th- 
Called on Wellman Holbrook, U.S. Forest Service 
office in regard to the injury of Jack Hawkes, and 
claim, copies of records, advice, etc.  He will make 
copies of original papers for me.  Dr. Dawes 
reports that his lungs adhering to his ribs – great 
loss of weight – etc  Will ask for medical 
examination soon. 

-26th- 
Same in the office, also Dentist  Good teeth, but 
need filling with 

Diary 46, 1938 
October 26 

26 
concrete once in a while.  Talked with Dr. Dawes 
today – said he would confer with Dr. Coffee, about 
the case & make affidavit that Hawkes has 
permanent injuries resulting form his accident while 
employed by the Forest Service!  Hope to get the 
matter before Hon. A.J. Dimond, Delegate when he 
arrives in Juneau this week. 
Grace & I had dinner with Mr. & Mrs. H.L. Faulkner 
last night.  Present Mr. & Mrs. Bowen & Mr. & Mrs. 
Trevor Davis – good dinner & singing by Mrs. 
Bowen who has a fine voice & a pleasant manner. 

Diary 46, 1938 
October 27 

-27th - 
Same as usual in the office.  I prepared and mailed 
to D.B. Femmer today a compromise offer to settle 
our accounts on a payment to me of $111.  try 
bring a partial payment to me of the sums I 
advanced at his request as cost of appeal in the 
case of Femmer vs. City of Juneau, et. al.   cannot 
get him to meet me with the papers, books etc. and 
since I may never bring another case I want to 

settle this one without controversy.  Recd. copy of 
papers from Forest Service Bureau in matter of the 
claim of Jack Hawks, for injuries in his accident a 
year ago.  He is pre- 

Diary 46, 1938 
October 27 

27 
paring affidavits for presentation to Dimond for use 
in making a claim to Congress, etc. 

My old friend E.W. Griffin the Sec. of the 
Territory, and just now, the Acting Governor, in the 
absence of Gov. Troy to spend a month or more in 
California, spent an hour in the office talking over 
“old times” on the Yukon.  Griffin was years ago a 
big man, as round as a barrel, as big as a 
hogshead.  He is now in his old age a small man – 
but a happy, friendly spirit, and beloved, as he was 
on the Yukon by all who know him! a fine character  
I am very fond of him  - he is a splendid character. 

Diary 46, 1938 
October 27 

-Oct. 27th continued- 
Assisting in preparation of affidavits in John C.B. 
Hawks case – applying for damages in Congress 
for injury while working for Forest Service 
 
[clipping] 

OFFICIAL POLL 
SHOWS BIG VOTE 

ON SEPTEMBER 13 
Sullivan, Republican, Beats 

Laiblin in Second by 
24-Vote Margin 

A total of 12,581 votes were cast in the general 
election this year as compared with 13,702 two 
years ago, a presidential year, according to the 
official canvass completed by the canvassing 
board today. 

There was no change in the results as 
announced in the previous unofficial returns.  
Closest race was in the Second Division where 
Leroy George Laiblin, Democrat, for a seat in the 
Senate by 24 votes.  Sullivan was the only 
Republican elected. 

Results for Territorial candidates were: For 
Delegate-Dimond, Democrat, 8,406; Grigsby, 
Independent, 2,160; White, Republican, 1,722; 
Treasurer-Chase, Republican, 3,618; Olson, 
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Democrat, 7,846. 
First Division 

For Divisional officers, the official results show: 
First Division-Roden, Democrat, elected to Senate, 
2,568; Stabler, 2,079, for House, Anderson, 
elected, 2,369; Barnes, 1,909; Davis, elected, 
2,406; Foster, 1,802; McCall, 346; McCormick, 
elected, 2,728; Price, 1,615; Walker, elected, 
2,111; Wasvick 568; Westfall, 479; Wilson, 1,519. 

Second Division 
Second: Senate-Laiblin, 546; Sullivan, elected, 

570; House-Anderson, 198, Bloomquist, 88; 
Cremer, 414; Dowd, elected, 584; Lyng, elected, 
749; Martin, elected, 711; Porter, elected, 546; 
Seidenverg, 225; Taggert, 498. 

Third Division 
Third:  Senate – Bingle, 1,288; Hofman, elected, 

2,160; House – Andressen, 1,070; Burleigh, 954; 
Carlson, 826; Coffey, elected, 2,098; Drager, 
elected, 1,702; Elvig, 707; McCutcheon, elected, 
1,751; Nafsted, 845; Smith, elected, 1,811; 
Snodgrass, 1,052. 

Fourth Division 
Fourth:  Senate-Joy, 1,021; LaBoyteaux, 

elected,1,568; House-Colbert, 1,072; Fowler, 812; 
Gordon, elected, 1,502; Johnston, 1,102; Knuppe, 
920; Lander, elected, 1,321; Rogge, elected, 
1,521; Spencer, elected, 1,304. 

The one-house referendum was defeated over 
the Territory by a vote of 6,517 to 4,931, losing in 
all Divisions, except the Third, where it carried 
1,686 to 1,633 

Diary 46, 1938 
October 28-29 

-28th – 
Busy in the office.  Prepared list & prices of U.S. 
Stat. L. from 1789 to 1931, for my supp. List of 
Alaskana – also lists & prices of Session Laws.  
Senate Journals & House Journals for the same 
use.  Grace will insert them in her lists which she is 
now preparing. 

-29th - 
Same as usual in office. 
Lawyer Luncheon.  Prepared list of Charters, 
Constitutions & Organization Laws – 7 vols. and 
Digest of International Law (Alaska) 8 vols for 

Supp. List of Alaskana books in my library 

Diary 46, 1938 
October 30- 
November 1 

-30th – 
Sunday.  Grace & I worked all day on List of Alaska 
books & prices since publication of Bibliography in 
1924.  We find some rare old books in our lists of 
Wash. Or & Cal. 
Attended Movie Theater & heard Grace Moore sing 
& play her fine work: She is a beautiful girl & a 
sweet singer. 

-31st- 
L.C. Hess from Fairbanks called – we spent a 
pleasant hour or two talking over early days in 

Fairbanks. 
November 1, 1938. 

In the office as usual.  Jack Hawks 
Diary 46, 1938 
November 1 

1 
papers – copies of statement about his injuries 
while working for the Forest Service – all returned 
by me – with Jacks approval – to Wellman 
Holbrook, asst. in Service.  Jack reports that 
Brown, of United Foods Co. trying to borrow from 
Behrends Bank sum of $1000.00 of his expenses 
to and from New York, in relation to Keku Mines – 
will let him know tomorrow morning!! 
Preparing affidavits for Dr Dawes signature as to 
Hawks injuries, etc. 

Mr. John H. Chappell, who is organizing the 
General Ins. Co. of Alaska came in – reports just 
arrived from Tacoma, in conference with Jamieson 
is confident of early success! 

Diary 46, 1938 
November 1 

Nov. 1, 1938 
Working to get Dr. L.P. Dawes to sign affidavit 
supporting Jack Hawks application for 
Congressional relief for injuries by Forest Service 
accident in last December.  Grace & I work 3 hours 
every night after dinner on Supp. Alaska books etc. 
– descriptions & prices.  Same old grind in the 
office. 
She is getting a dinner ready for Luther Hess, W.E. 
Griffin & his sister, & Mrs. Judge Paine of Paine 
Fox Farm, near Keku island Mines for tomorrow 
evening! 



Diary 46, 1938 
November 2-3 

-2nd – 
Jack Hawkes & his son “Jacky,” leave Juneau on 
the SS. North Sea,” enroute 

-3rd- 
They did not leave.  The bank refused to loan 
Brown – United Food Executive – the $1000. 
necessary to pay the expenses of the trip to S.F. 
N.Y. & return.  Brown then undertook to borrow it 
from Mrs. Perelle – who first promised Brown the 
loan, but at the last moment changed her mind, so 
– they did not leave!! 
A good dinner – good company – Governor Griffin, 
his sister Senator Hess, Mrs. Paine & ourselves 

Diary 46, 1938 
November 4-5 

-4th – 
Grace’s dinner last night went off successfully – it 
was a friendly party of old friends & long 
acquaintances & enjoyable 
My eyes are growing dim – but I am not to be blind 
– my right eye is without a lens, but oct has 
provided a lens with a good glass. 
[Wickersham’s writing is getting more difficult to 
read probably because he cannot see to write.] 

-5th - 
Saturday – Bar Luncheon.  Arnold, Hess & Archie 
Shiels attended. 
Court calendar called this morning. 
nothing new.  The American Federal Union & the 
C.I.O. radical group striking – fighting each other, 
and giving much trouble to people building houses.  
Gross, Krause, etc. other builders 

Diary 46, 1938 
November 6-7 

-6th – 
Sunday – working at home in library. 

-7- 
My client O.J. Hatland from Kilisnoo came to 
consult me about sale of his oil & Herring meal 
plant at Kilisnoo to Sam Young & other Indian 
associates through the Bureau of Indian Affairs – 
will call tomorrow morning at 10 am. 
Consultation with Mike Monagle about further 
consultation with Hon. A.J. Dimond – on SS 
tonight.  Wrote memo, for Dimond to be delivered 
by Monagle – about Dan Kennedys land in Mt 
McKinley National Park 

Diary 46, 1938 
November 8 

-8th - 
Election Day – in the States. 
O.J. Hatland – Killisnoo Herring oil & Guano plant, 
Samuel G. Johnson, Angoon headman, came 
yesterday – today- to consider sale of plant to 
Johnson & Angoon natives.  Hatland owns plant:  
Johnson & Angoon Indians want to purchase.  I 
have advised conferences with Hirst, head of 
Bureau of Ind. Affairs & Hawksworth, assistant – 
Date of meeting arranged for 2 oclock p.m. today.  
Conference with Hirst, Johnson, & Bureau of Indian 
Affairs – they say they must wait for Special Agent 
Hoggerty to return form Montana, and his action 

Diary 46, 1938 
November 8-9 

8 
in organizing the Angoon Corporation, under U.S. 
laws.  Hatland made contract in writing to pay me 
10% 

-9th - 
General election throughout the U.S. shows many 
gains for the Republican party – discouragement 
for the Roosevelt – New Deal.  It is a set back – not 
a defeat for President Roosevelt.  He deserved the 
set back – and it will cause him to be more careful 
– it may be the forerunner of defeat in 1940!  The 
people are not satisfied with his terrific 
expenditures & leaning toward Socialism. 

Diary 46, 1938 
November 9 

9 
Some of his ideas and laws are good – his 
administration bad!  He is a clever and fair 
statesman – his politics and politicians – a failure. 

Hon A.J. Dimond called in my office and I talked 
about the bill permitting Dan Kennedy to bring a 
suit in the Court of Claims for damages in including 
Dans tract of 5 acres of patented land in the Mt. 
McKinley National Park.  He agreed to introduce a 
bill to enable Dan to bring his suit in damages for 
his land and other losses and will send me a copy 
of the Duke Stubbs case as guide for Dans case 

Diary 46, 1938 
November 10-14 

-10-12.- 
Working in the office every day. 
11th was Armistice day – holiday 
I worked in the library. 

-13th- 
Attended Attorneys Luncheon. 
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Much interest in proposed new Civil procedure 
Rules prepared by the Sup. Ct. of the U.S.  
Attorneys do not agree about adopting them & 
Judge Alexander has written to the other District 
Judges – Meeting of Attorneys agreed on when 
Legislature meets in Juneau about Jany 1st. 

-14th - 
I am busy in studying the matter 

Diary 46, 1938 
November 14-16 

14 
of the Application of the C.R & N.W. Ry Co. to 
abandon its Copper River Ry Route & abandon its 
line – it will be a bad blow to that region from 
Cordova to Kennecott and throw 2000 miners, 
railroad men & Cordovans out of work and drive 
them to paupers relief.  I am writing the outline of 
the facts to Hon. Ernest H. Gruening Director of 
Division of Territories in the Department of Interior. 

-15th – 
Same as yesterday – to Gruening. 

-16- 
Same study of Copper River Ry matter. 
Much trouble with my eyes, but stay on the job 
longer hours. 

Diary 46, 1938 
November 17 

-17th - 
Same as yesterday  Jack Hawks & son have 
arranged to go to New York, father to present Keku 
mining claims to Zinc promoters young Jack to 
consult physician about some bodily ailment.  
When father was hurt a year ago in falling from 
Forest Service crates & boxes on the Pacific Coast 
– Alaska SS. Co dock he received 4 broken ribs – 
when injury healed the casing of his lungs grew 
attached to a broken rib & he is left in a dangerous 
condition & must go to a surgeon for advice.  Dr. 
Dawes says his injury is permanent & dangerous.  
Forest Service officials fear the same. 

Diary 46, 1938 
November 18 

-18th – 
Letter of abandonment of the CR & NW Ry is a 
fraud – gives me much concern – for that reason.  
Am working on letter of explanation to Gruening, 
Director Territories, in the Dept. of Interior – but 
dout action. 

-18th - 
D.B. Femmer came in and paid me $70.84 in full 

for all my work & expenses in the case against the 
city.  It was accepted as a settlement – not as fair 
compensation for services & money, which I 
expended in the case. 
Still working on the C.R & N.W. Application for the 
abandonment of that Ry. right of way! 

Diary 46, 1938 
November 19-20 

-19th – 
Saturday.  Luncheon at the Juneau Bar Assoc. 
crowded by the 3 new lawyers just admitted 
Nothing new – just talking and good time.  Am 
finishing up my letter to Gruening Director 
Territories in Dept of the Interior. 
Jack Hawks & son Jackie left last night for N.Y. in 
re the Keku Island mines. 

-20th - 
Sunday.  Spent the day in my office studying the 
C.R & NW Ry case – it gives me trouble on 
account of the $25,000. which was given or loaned 
to the offices of the Mt McKinley Park 
Transportation 

Diary 46, 1938 
November 20 

20 
Co. case by the Northern Pacific Ry – by the Great 
Northern Ry & the Alaska SS. Co. presumably by 
Stephen Birch, director for each of those 
companies – in 1929 & represented by preferred 
stock which the Companies accepted later – but I 
cannot find out the whole facts – who – why & what 
for – I lack proof but have plenty of suspicions – 
same in prior cases – where poor Captain Jarvis, 
who committed suicide in Seattle after being 
indicted for a Kennecott-Alaska Syndicate offense. 
I am not satisfied that another crime is not hidden 
behind this Railroad matter of $25,000. but no 
proof is at hand – though I have a suspicion.  I 
think I will write what I know to Dr. Ernest L. 
Gruening, Director of the Dept. of the Interior & let 
him work out the facts.  My eye sight is so bad that 
I cannot follow the lines in this record – nor write 
the above mentioned story clearly. 

Diary 46, 1938 
November 21-24 

-21st – 
At work in the office as usual. 

-22 & 23rd- 
Same old work, but completed my letter about 
Copper River & N.W. Rate matter at Cordova & 



Fairbanks today.  Letter directed, with enclosures 
to Hon. Ernest H. Gruening, Asst. Sec. Interior 
today.  30 pages must be typed by Grace.  It is 
long – but I fear no good from it. 

Nov. 24, Thanksgiving Day. 
Grace is typing my letter to Director Gruening.  I 
hope it will attract his interest and secure his 
attention to the matters mentioned – the 
abandonment of the C.R. & N.W. Ry – the 
monopoly and greed of the Birch-Kennecott mines 
& the monopoly of the same interests in their 

Diary 46, 1938 
November 24 

24 
costing of the Richardson Highway & $25,000 
investment by the N.P. & Great Northern & Alaska 
S.S. Co in the Mt McKinley National Park & Gold 
fields of Fairbanks, etc. etc.  I remember the gun 
assault by the Birch crowd on the Home Railway 
laborers in the Valdez canyon – the shooting of the 
laborers – the trial of Hazy – their gunman for that 
crime – the expenditure of Thousands of dollars to 
prevent his conviction – the suicide of poor Jarvis 
to escape trial on indictment for perjury in the 
Nome Coal frauds, the Congressional Committees 
investigation of the Alaska Syndicate for Coal 
Frauds, etc. and have 

Diary 46, 1938 
November 24 

24 
no confidence in the Birch-Kennecott honesty or 
honor where their interests are at stake.  I still think 
they are now attempting to get control of the 
Alaska Ry, the Fairbanks-McKinley Tourist trade – 
the Fairbanks gold or at least a monopoly on the 
Steamship & Alaska Ry rates there such as they 
have long had on the C.R & N.W. Ry rates from 
Cordova to Kennecott & on the Alaska SS. Co. line 
from Cordova to Seattle.  I hope to induce 
Gruening & Ickes to investigate their (Birch & Co.) 
present efforts to carry out the similar felonies in 
the Seward-Fairbanks country & to prevent its 
success. But? 

Diary 46, 1938 
November 24 

November 24th 1938. 
Having now concluded by letter of warning to 
Gruening I am getting out my Ms. ready for 
continuing the story of the American Golden 
Paystreak from Cape Horn to Point Barrow!  In the 

office at work as usual.  Invited to a Thanksgiving 
dinner by someone.  Grace has the name – Ive 
forgotten 

-25th – 
Renewed Russian America for gold. 

-26th - 
Same as yesterday.  Juneau Bar Association.  The 
court trying criminal cases.  I do not attend – not 
interested in such cases. 
The AFU & C.I.O. quarreling 

Diary 46, 1938 
November 26 

-26 continued 
The A. Fed. L. & C.I.O. labor unions fighting each 
other – have stopped all work on Baranoff Hotel & 
other building in their quarrels.  No trouble with the 
Employees – but fear the quarrels among 
themselves.  Their internecine quarrels have 
stopped all building operation in Juneau – it’s a 
question which Union shall control the Graft – 
Great damage to building without, so far, any good 
to either Union.  The Unions will hold an election 
on Dec. 2, to settle their jurisdictional contest – in 
the meantime work is stopped – both sides 
picketing the other.  The people do not act to 
protect the public interest!! 

Diary 46, 1938 
November 27-28 

-27th – 
Sunday – working on Letter to Gruening & Ickes – 
C.R. & N.W. Ry  Grace is typing it for mailing. 

-28th - 
My eyesight is gradually growing weaker & I have 
to depend on Grace to aid me in letter writing.  Am 
trying to finish my writing of the story of the Golden 
Paystreak from Cape Horn to Point Barrow – but its 
dull work on account of bad eyes. 
I ate lunch today at the Café alongside of Acting 
Governor Griffin – he told me that Delegate 
Dimond had expressed the belief that Mooney 
[Thomas J. Mooney], convicted 20 years ago – or 
thereabouts for murder at the parade in S.F. was 
not guilty & ought to be made free!! 

Diary 46, 1938 
November 29-30 

-29th – 
Same as yesterday. 

-30th - 
Letter from Darrell saying he is very sick – the 
doctor advises him he has a lung trouble like 
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tuberculosis and has ordered him to bed for 3 
months.  He writes he is very sick and seems much 
troubled about his condition.  Have written him to 
obey the instructions & to write to me daily about 
his condition an if he cannot to have Jane do it, 
and if he grows worse to telegraph me his 
condition & symptoms &  a gr[great] distress to me!  
Some time ago he wrote (over) 

Diary 46, 1938 
November 30 

30 
saying the doctor said he had the lungs of an old 
man & I fear they are growing slowly worse – dry 
and hard. 
Have finished my letter to Hon. Ernest H. 
Gruening, Director Dept. of Interior – with 
enclosures – about the Abandonment of the 
Copper River & NW. Ry. Kennecott Copper 
Corporation, with maps, etc. urging Senator Ickes 
to oppose the plan – also about the payment of 
$25,000, to the Mt. McKinley Transportation Road 
matters – to the officials of the Roads in the Park 
by the N.P. Ry. the Great Northern Ry. & the 
Alaska steamship Co.  Payment probably by 
Stephen Birch – representative Director for said 3 
Corporations! 

Diary 46, 1938 
December 1-2 

December 1, 1938. 
A fierce contest is being waged between Am. Fed. 
Labor organization & the new one, the C.I.O. as to 
which one shall be director in Union affairs – it is a 
jurisdictional contest – but both have called 
“strikes,” to prevent their members from working – 
laboring – on the new Hotel & other buildings – 
both claim the right to exclusive right to work – but 
will not do so in company with the members of the 
other – and work is stopped & riots are feared.  So 
long, however, as they fight each other it is not so 
bad – we hope the disease does not spread! 

-2nd - 
Union troubles quieter but still ready for battle – 
Letter about C.R. & N.W. Ry. evidence sent to 
Gruening!  Finished chapter on Russian – America 
– Doroshin! 

Diary 46, 1938 
December 2-3 

-Dec. 2- 
Mrs. Mildred Hermann, lady lawyer told me her 
difficulties with Judge Alexander – George Grigsby 

was drunk & attempted to open the trial of Smith 
for murder – Court had to appoint Roden to have 
charge of the defense! 

-3rd- 
Cash Cole came in & told me he was having 
trouble with the Citizen Com. of which he is 
chairman: that he had arranged to have Quist, the 
contractor on the Hotel Building fill his want of 
laborers filled with C.I.O.s – sufficient to keep work 
going – but Glass the Presbyterian blocked the 
matters & I advised him to go ahead & do it 
anyway – otherwise the work – take the bull by its 
horns - & go ahead.  Dont know what he may do – 
think Faulkner manages Glass – we want the work 
done!! 

Diary 46, 1938 
December 4-5 

-4th – 
Sunday – remained at home all day 
I am now interested in studying the feeble efforts of 
Soroshin, the Russian mining engineer who 
passed so much time & Russian roubles – 1848-
1858, in convincing the Russian America fur 
Company that there were no profitable gold mines 
in Alaska – Russian America.  I have read a 
translation of his Reports and studied his writings & 
am at a loss to understand how he could impress 
the Russians with his imbecile work & talk – he 
was more of a fool than an engineer engaged in a 
serious problem. 

-5th - 
Glass & another member of the Citizens 
Committee to aid in the settlement of the 

Diary 46, 1938 
December 5-6 

5 
telephoned asking me to attend a meeting of 100 
Juneau business men tonight to secure a 
settlement of the Strikes by the AF.L. & C.I.O. 
Unions 
I will not attend – the official Conciliator sent out by 
the Government will arrive in Juneau on the 
steamship tomorrow and I advised that they wait 
until he reaches here before acting in the matter:  
They may do more harm than good by trying to 
force a compromise before his arrival. 

-6th - 
The Citizens numbering more than 100 met in the 



Masonic Hall tonight – talked – talked & did nothing 
else.  Robertson had prepared a City Ordinance to 
prevent picketing but the City Council refused to 
pass it - So 

Diary 46, 1938 
December 7-9 

-7th – 
Received letter from Lingo, Receiver U.S. Land 
Office – saying he had information that the Jack 
Sargent Hd. was clear – the official investigator 
had approved the case for final proofs, etc.  I had 
already written a letter to George Hamilton, 
Ketchikan, asking for his evidence that Jack was a 
citizen & I will wait till I get his reply.  Letter also 
from Chas. E. Taylor, Fairbanks about the Friss 
Estate – but have written for more information 
about that! 

-8-9th - 
Same as usual in the office. 
Nothing new in the Strike of the Unions 
I find it hard to read or prepare data in the matter of 
mining material – one cannot think when cannot 
read. 

Diary 46, 1938 
December 10-12 

-10th – 
Good attendance at the Juneau Bar Assoc:  
Banfield delivered a very interesting talk about the 
Bull Fight he and Curtis Shattuck attended at 
Mexico City.  Arthur C. Thomas, old sourdough 
sent a form to answer in support of a increase of 
pension – I cannot remember him & wrote a note 
asking him to call to renew my memory about 
him!~ 

-11th Sunday- 
At home assisting Grace to write letters to the 
pioneers who attended the September Reunion 
etc. 

-12th - 
In the office as usual. 

Diary 46, 1938 
December 13-16 

-13th – 
Received a Christmas Card from R.R. Geoghegan 
(Dick) todays mail! to my surprise – for I heard he 
had passed on!! 
Grace sent him a copy of my “Old Yukon,” by mail 
Also letter by Airmail! 
I am glad to hear Dick still lives! 
Working in the office! 

-14th – 
In the office as usual. 

15th  
In the office as usual. 

-16th - 
Friss letters from Charlie Taylor and my letter with 
$1000 to Harry G. McCain – per Harry P. Shepherd 

Diary 46, 1938 
December 17-20 

-17th – 
Sent Taylors letter of yesterday by midnight boat 
with letter of instructions & $1000 check to Harry G. 
McCain by Harry P Shepherd. 

-18th – 
Sunday – Grace & I sending Christmas greetings 
to friends! 

-19th – 
In the office as usual.  Studies about American 
Paystreak – writing. 
Chapt. mammals & man. 

-20th - 
Same as usual in the office.  Grace busy sending 
out Christmas cards & some “Old Yukon.” 

Diary 46, 1938 
December 21 

-21st- 
Received letter & check for $26649 balance due on 
sales of “Old Yukon” from ONeill on todays mail 

Also telegram from McCain attorney, Ketchikan, 
saying Commissioner Austin, refuses to transfer 
Estate matter of Bernard Friss, resident of 
Fairbanks, from Ketchikan to Fairbanks in 
compliance with petition, motion, objections etc. 
sent to him by Shepherd on Saturday night boat.  
Will telegraph Taylor, Fairbanks, for further 
instructions!  Advise McCain of my action by 
telegraph. 

Diary 46, 1938 
December 21-23 

-21st- 
Grace is busy with Christmas cards, packages, etc.  
“Old Yukon” is selling well.  I autographed many 
copies for persons who give them to friends. 

-22nd – 
Same as usual in office 
Writing notes on American Gold Prospecting on the 
Pacific Coast 

-23rd- 
Same as yesterday.  Grace has winter cold – sick 
spell.  Telegram from McCain – says King verified 
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fact that Friss, from Fairbanks was an inhabitant of 
Ketchikan when he died on Canadian boat. – false 
and fraudulent statement. 

Diary 46, 1938 
December 24-25 

-24th – 
Saturday.  Bar Association Luncheon.  Judge Le 
Fevre furnished the cocktails & the luncheon was 
abundant & good. 
Jack Hellenthal reported sick. 

-25th - 
Christmas day – stormy and we remained quietly at 
home  The Heisels – father Mother & Edwin had 
dinner with us – also Woody Atkinson, one of our 
miners – a few callers a little “Tom & Jerry” – the 
Hermann’s called – a pleasant hour – Grace read a 
new Book this evening.  The Shining Mountains – 
Adventure by  

Diary 46, 1938 
December 26-29 

-26th – 
Monday – windy – cold, but not excessively so.  In 
the office all day 

-27th – 
Wind – Taku – calming down. 
At the office all day – writing on The appearance of 
Ancient Asiatic Mammals in America – particularly 
at Rancho le Brea tax[tar] pools at Los Angeles, 
Cal.  Mr. D.J. Conway of Portland Oregon called 
spent an hour talking about the W.U. Tel. Co. 
Russian extension – sold him copy of my 
Bibliography – he will call at my home tomorrow 
evening to continue conversation! 

-28-29- 
Same as every other day – work. 

Diary 46, 1938 
December 30-31 

-30th – 
Mr. J.W. Conway, from Portland spent the evening 
with us at home.  We talked books –Books & more 
Books.  he is particularly interested in Books 
relating to Oregon & gains much information about 
them – he enjoyed our N.W. books & is a pleasant 
gentleman. 

-31st- 
Edward W. Griffin, Sec. of Alaska & Acting 
Governor died suddenly last night at a banquet 
given to the Philippine citizens – Grace called on 
his sister.  The Juneau Bar Association appointed 
a Committee – Judge Alexander, Geo. W. Folta & 

myself to prepare Resolutions. 
Gov Troy is in Seattle - coming 

Diary 46, 1938 
December 31 

31 
home on todays boat from Seattle. 
 
[clipping] 

In Memoriam 
A RESOLUTION 

WHEREAS, the Juneau Bar Association, and the 
people of Alaska generally, have heard with 
profound sorrow of the death of the Honorable 
Edward W. Griffin, Secretary of Alaska, and Acting 
Governor of the Territory, which occurred at 
Juneau, Alaska, on Friday, the 30th day of 
December, 1938; 

AND WHEREAS, the Association well knew and 
appreciated the high character of Mr. Griffin, his 
conscientiousness in all the ways of his life, his 
devotion to duty and his friendliness with all his 
fellows; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that as 
a particular mark of our respect for the deceased, 
and in recognition of his distinguished public 
services, this Association desires to go upon 
record in appreciation of the same. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Secretary 
of this Bar Association transmit a copy of this 
Resolution to the family of the deceased, to the 
principal newspapers of the Territory, and that, 
further, he spread a copy of this Resolution upon 
the minutes of the Bar Association meeting of 
December 31, 1938. 

JAMES WICKERSHAM 
GEORGE F. ALEXANDER 

GEORGE W. FOLTA, 
                          Members of the Committee 

 
Edward Wellington Griffin, Secretary of Alaska 

and currently Acting Governor during the absence 
of Governor John W. Troy, died suddenly of a heart 
attack at 10:25 o’clock last night immediately prior 
to his scheduled address as guest of honor before 
a banquet of the Juneau Filipino community. 



Slipping from his seat into the arms of another 
guest, Mayor Harry I. Lucas, the Acting-Governor 
died almost instantly.  Although hurried to St. Ann’s 
Hospital for emergency treatment, he failed to 
revive, according to Dr. W.W. Council, Director of 
the Territorial Department of Health. 

Fortuitously, Secretary Griffin’s death came on 
the eve of Governor Troy’s return from the States.  
With his daughter, Helen Troy Bender, the 
Territory’s Chief Executive, recently recovering 
from a period of ill health, sailed today from Seattle 
on the Alaska Steamship Company’s Baranof. 

As a consequence, Griffin’s offices will remain 
suspended and unoccupied pending the 
Governor’s arrival early next week, according to 
Harry Watson, close friend of the Griffin family and 
secretary to Governor Troy. 

Griffin, widely-known throughout Alaska since 
the inception of his career as a trader shortly after 
the Klondike gold stampede, passed away at the 
age of 70, bringing to the close the story of a man 
who had known 20th century Alaska as intimately 
perhaps as few other men have understood it. 

Present near his as he died was the friend who 
had been close to him since his earliest days in the 
Territory, Senator from the Fourth Division C.H. 
“Alabam” La Boyteaux, who was in Juneau 
preparatory to the convening of the Territorial 
Legislature on January 9. 

And La Boyteaux said this morning of his 
comrade of the great stampedes: 

Diary 46, 1938 
December 31 

31 
[clipping continued] 

“As far as I knew the man, he was not religious in 
the formal sense.  His religion was the golden rule 
and he practiced it ardently.” 

The instances of Griffin’s kindnesses are many, 
but conferred so modestly that few even of his 
closest associates have know of them. 

He first appeared in Alaska, arriving in the 
Interior Gold towns via Dawson, about 1901.  
During the succeeding few years he became 
general auditor for the North America Trading and 
Transportation Company following association with 

copper interests in Butte, Montana. 
With Ralph H. Miller, now nationally influential as 

a paper manufacturer, he purchased the Chena 
station of the N.A.T. and T. company in 1906, and 
later assumed control alone as E.W. Griffin and 
Company. 

For approximately 10 years, then, he followed 
the great stampedes as a trader, operating on the 
fabulous creeks of the Interior, at Ophir, Kantish- 

In the years between 1914 and 1917, with ill-
health overtaking him, Griffin commenced to sell 
out his interests, mainly to the Northern 
Commercial Company. 

In 1917, he went Outside for a year and upon his 
return launched a new ventures at Seldovia and 
later at Kodiak in herring and salmon packing. 

Then, 10 years later, his health failed again and 
he returned to the Outside.  But he rebounded to 
Alaska again in 1929, and with W.J. Erskine 
became active again in packing at Kodiak.  Mrs. 
Griffin died August 21, 1930 at Seward and was 
buried there. 

Friends have arranged that he will be buried 
beside her, as was his desire. 

In 1930 and 1931, Griffin’s health forced him 
again to quit the North, and he did not return until 
his recess appointment as Secretary of Alaska in 
June, 1933. 

In the recess appointment, Griffin continued until 
January, 1934, and at the expiration of the period 
was requested to stay at the post for another four-
year term.  He was again reappointed in January, 
1938. 

Griffin fell with his heart attack last night just as 
the toastmaster, M.G. Rayela, was preparing to 
introduce him as the principal speaker of the 
evening. 

What his message might have will never be 
known, but the colorful content of Griffin’s past is 
legend to the old timers. 

Griffin financed the Tom Lloyd expedition’s climb 
up Mount McKinley, first party to reach the summit 
of the peak, later claims notwithstanding.  The 
Lloyd group topped the mountain, according to 
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newspaper dispatches of that day, at 3:45 o’clock 
in the afternoon of April 3, 1910, and among the 
party were Charley McGonigle, Peter Anderson, 
William R. Taylor and reportedly Hary Carstens, 
known also as the “Seventy-Mile Kid”, who later 
became the first superintendent of Mount McKinley 
National Park. 

Griffin is survived by his sister Helen Griffin of 
Juneau, and two brothers, William V. Griffin of 
Chicago, and Frank Griffin, of Orlando, Florida. 

He was a member of the B.P.O.E. and an early 
moving spirit in the growth of the Pioneers of 
Alaska. 

The body is at the Charles W. Carter Mortuary. 
Juneau Elks will hold special services Monday 

afternoon at 2 o’clock at the B.P.O.E. Hall in his 
memory. 

Diary 46, 1939 
January 1-2 

Sunday.  Jany 1, 1939. 
The death of my friend E.W. Griffin is regretted by 
the people of Alaska.  Services will be held by the 
Elks Lodge tomorrow at their Rooms. 

-Jany 2nd - 
Memorial services for Gov. Griffin held today – a 
large attendance.  The SS. Baranof came in after 
the Griffin memorial – Gov. Troy aboard – I am 
glad he is back to take charge now that Griffin is 
gone.  Senator Larry Sullivan from Nome arrived 
tonight on the boat from Seward with his wife & 2 
boys  Larry is the only Republican elected to this 
Legislature. 

Diary 46, 1939 
January 3-4 

-Jany 3rd ’39. 
Met “Alabam” – L Boyteau – Fbks 
Senator Sullivan called with his son “Jimmy” – a 
fine boy. 
We had a heavy mail – from Ruth, ONeill & many 
others. 

-4th - 
Many members of the 14th Alaska Legislature 
coming in – some call – Senator Cochran, of Nome 
& Rep. Gordon, of Fairbanks – called, glad to see 
both. 
Working on my Ms. on American Gold Streak – it is 
interesting. 
Went with Grace to the theater to hear old time 

music.  I cannot see playors on the Radio pictures 
satisfactory. 

Diary 46, 1939 
January 5 

-5th - 
Arnold, Atty. from Ketchikan – called – lobbyist for 
Cannerymen, called  - says his people want to be 
allowed to live in peace – to be “let alone” – etc.  
District Court in session, trying criminal cases.  
Nothing important – jury cases.  I am getting 
weaker in eyesight. 
Can hardly read. 
My old friend John Hyducovich whom I knew at the 
McCarty or Big Delta in about 1906, came in to see 
me.  I was very glad to see him again – we talked 
about Big Delta & Clearwater – when he took me 
fishing there the last time was at 

Diary 46, 1939 
January 5-6 

5 
the Tanana crossing at that time He told me the 
story of how he found the last airplane – in which 
Nirdate – a man & his wife & the pilot were lost 
there some years ago.  John is a fine man – and I 
was glad to have a visit with him. 

It is reported that Bob Bartlett, Fairbanks, Circle 
etc. has been appointed Secretary of the Territory 
in place of Edw. W. Griffin, who died last week.  He 
ought to make a good officer! 

-6th- 
In the office as usual.  Working on “The American 
Paystreak,” etc. 
Felix Gray Commissioner came in with a copy of 
my “Bibliography” to autograph could not find a 
copy of “Old Yukon” at any place in town. 

Diary 46, 1939 
January 7-9 

-7th – 
Legislators gathering for organization on Tuesday.  
A radical group has control – 23 members are 
“New Deal” – Democrats – Larry Sullivan is the 
only Republican in the body. 

-8th – 
Sunday – at home – library. 

-9th – 
Quiet except much commotion over appointment – 
Bob Bartlett for Secretary in poor Griffin’s place & 
dozens for places in the Senate & House. 

-9th - 



Legislature organizing today.  Senate quiet – 
House squabbling. 

Diary 46, 1939 
January 9-10 

-9th continued 
Mrs. Wickersham & I entertaining Senator Larry 
Sullivan & wife, the Wilcox (Mr. & Mrs.) John 
Hyducovich & Mrs. Paine from her island fox farm 
at dinner tonight. 

-10th- 
Above named friends had dinner with us last night 
– an enjoyable evening.  I was particularly glad to 
have a visit from my old friend John Hyducovich – 
whom I last visited at his roadhouse cabin at 
McCarty crossing the Tanana river at the mouth of 
the Big Delta river – 15 years or so ago.  John is 
atypical miner, furtrader – trapper guide etc. a fine 
old character. 

Diary 46, 1939 
January 11-13 

-11th- 
Legislature organizing quietly. 
My eye sight getting worse. 
I can hardly see to read even with my best glasses.  
Working on Introduction to my Ms. regarding The 
American Paystreak from Cape Horn to Point 
Barrow!  Slow & doubtful task. 

-12th- 
In the office same as yesterday! 
A remarkable fine fall & winter – no wind – little 
snow – good weather. 
Working on getting Friss case appealed from 
Ketchikan for Taylor attorney for Friss heirs at 
Fbks. 

-13th- 
Same as usual in the office. 

Diary 46, 1939 
January 14-16 

-14th – 
Bar Assoc. meeting: full attendance 
Robertson agreed to compromise the case of 
Howard v Warrack, et. al. 
Court busy hearing criminal cases. 
I do not take part in any such cases. 
Nothing but work & petty work at that & no money 
in any of them. 

-15th- 
Sunday – Working with Grace in the library on 
listing my Alaska books & fixing prices. 

-16th- 
Same as usual in the office.  Received a rare old 
copy of a Russian book from Mrs. “Aukie” 
Anderson, from Sanak.  Do not yet know it is – for 
it is in the Slavic type of Russian 

Diary 46, 1939 
January 17-19 

-17- 
Working in the office as usual – on Ms. relating to 
Introduction Gold Mining on North Pacific Coast – 
Japan Ocean current – to America. 

-18th- 
Recd copy by mail “13 Years of Travel & 
Exploration in Alaska,” W.H. Pierce formerly of 
Treadwell, etc. 1890.  Printed in Lawrence, Kansas 
by Prof. & Mrs. J.H. Carruth - $7.500  

-19th- 
On reading “13 Years in Alaska I am convinced 
that he was “non compos” – The fact are that he 
was suffering greatly – last half of book fell into 
“tuberculosis” or similar disease & dictated the 
latter part of his Ms. 

Diary 46, 1939 
January 19-21 

19 
to relatives who had no information about Alaska or 
his troubles & therefore muddled the facts so badly 
that his illusions became facts – the book for the 
first part is sane – the later part insane.  His story 
about slaughtering a tribe of cannibals in the upper 
40 Mile River region is pure illusion.   
Have a bad cold & remain at home – it is bad 
weather too. 

-20th- 
Bad cold & bad weather coinciding 
I remain by the warm fire today. 

-21st- 
Rain has carried off much of the snow so I go to 
the office.  Bar Assoc. lunch. 

Diary 46, 1939 
January 22-24 

-22- 
Sunday.  At home in library. 

-23- 
In the office – nothing important. 

24- 
The New Deal legislature and Governor Troy are in 
a real “New Deal” with the publication of a letter 
from Sec. of Interior Ickes dictated to the Governor 
and the Legislature demanding under threats from 
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the Sec. (or may be written at the request of the 
President) that the Governor & the Legislature 
raise the rate of taxation on the mining interests in 
Alaska to 8% a raise from 3%.  I am told 

Diary 46, 1939 
January 24-25 

24 
the Governor has written a letter of “transmittal” of 
the letter to the Legislature & has – or may – 
resigned  Reports that other unhappy letters from 
Madam Secretary Perkins of the Labor Dept. has 
also been received – no public report on it has 
been made.  Ickes threatens to cut Alaska 
appropriations for Alaska if his instructions are not 
complied with! 

-25th- 
Ickes orders to Gov. Troy are imperative – the Gov. 
is complying slowly – just enough to keep his job – 
without enthusiasm! 

Diary 46, 1939 
January 26-28 

-26th – 
In the office as usual – nothing important – except 
row in the New Deal party – public opinion favors 
the Governor! 

-27th- 
Reading Albert Gallatins book on the ethnology of 
the mid American Indian tribes – studying also the 
southern migration of the Tena group, - also 
rereading “Old Yukon.”  Loafing. 

-28th- 
Recd. letter from Mrs. Jules L. Prevost, asking for a 
copy of my article – as she heard it – including 
Rev. Jules Prevost’s pictures et.  Sent her copy of 
my Old Yukon – she will be pleased with his picture

Diary 46, 1939 
January 28 

-28th- 
The Juneau Bar Meetings while the Legislature is 
in session are merely “lobby meetings” – where our 
local lobbyists & the “big interest” crowd do their 
work.  I shall not attend any more until after the 
Legislature adjourns!  Winn, Faulkner, Banfield, 
Robertson etc. invite their friends to talk.  Today 
the Lobby” including Judge Alexander was intent 
on putting through a Bill to increase penalties on 
subsequent convictions for crime!  Judge 
Alexander, Geo. Folta, Dep. Dist Atty. Faulkner, 
Banfield and a crowd of their friends talked worked 
– but did not accomplish much.  The Judge is  

powerful as a lobbyist. 

Diary 46, 1939 
January 29- 
February 2 

-29th- 
Sunday.  Sent telegram to Harry McCain, 
Ketchikan – to send me papers from his office in 
Friss case. 

-30th- 
Taku wind – first this years gathering 
Rowland of Hanson & Rowland, Tacoma called – 
agreed to settlement of Howard case. 

31st 
Prepared Statement of Facts & Bill for services in 
Howard case $16000 & sent to Robertson – for 
Rowland. 

February 1, 1939. 
In office at work as usual. 

-2- 
Legislature busy (?) as usual, but one must not 
expect too much from a new Legislative body – it 
takes time to educate them & the people. 

Diary 46, 1939 
February 3-4 

-Feb. 3rd- 
Grace is preparing to entertain the members of the 
Legislatures at buffet dinners  - one half on Feb. 9th 
– the other half on the 11th!  The Governor gave 
Grace an honorary appointment with Bishop 
Crimont, on a flag sponsoring Committee – 
yesterday.  Neither of us knows what it means. 

-4th- 
In the office: Rowland – Hanson & Attys & Agents 
of Lloyds, London, Ins. Co. paid me $16000 in full 
services in Howard vs Warrack, Lloyds case. 
Attended Juneau Bar Assoc. request of Judge Le 
Fevre.  Lobby Struggle – a nuisance & I wont go 
again. 

Diary 46, 1939 
February 5 

5 
Sunday – blizzard blowing. 
Senator LeRoy Sullivan, his wife and boys “Jimmy” 
& “Frank” had noonday breakfast with us.  “Larry” 
is of Irish ancestry, tall, dark and quiet but a wise 
fellow – witness Senatorship in the Legislature:  
Mrs. Sullivan is a blonde – light – Swedish ancestry 
– both boys are equally marked. “Jimmy is 5-1/2 
years old, dark & bright – like his father: “Frank” is 



about 3 years old with marked Swedish coloring & 
like his mother – they are fine boys – a fine family.  
I enjoyed their visit. 

Diary 46, 1939 
February 6-7 

-6th – 
As usual in the office.  Ralph Merrill called – on 
southbound boat.  The SS. “Baranoff” – going 
south Strike of “Captains, Mates & Pilots,” holding 
all U.S. Steamers up in Seattle & boats being tied 
up when they reach port. 

-7th- 
Heavy “Taku” wind blowing. 
Temperature at zero – worst blow this winter.  
Grace sending out invitations for ½ members of the 
Legislature to take dinner with us evening of the 
9th.  Hope the wind calms  - but our big house 
helps – to keep us warm 

Diary 46, 1939 
February 8 

-8th- 
Goldstein Building Fire 
Six story concrete Goldstein Building burns this 
morning some fool set a bed afire with his cigarette 
while he slept.  The took the mattress down into 
the basement & thought they had extinguished the 
fire – but it smoldered & burst out when they left – 
set the oil in the 6 story elevator shaft ablaze & 
before the Fire Dept. could act it was out of 
bounds.  60 or 80 people had rooms – but all 
escaped – but lost their household goods – 
clothing etc. while the building was outside - 

Diary 46, 1939 
February 8-9 
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concrete all the inner walls, floors furniture, etc. 
were wood & it made a great fire – enclosed within 
concrete furnace walls the geysers of fire rising 
200 feet when the floors fell in  looked like the 
outlet of a great volcano!  It was a grand sight – to 
people who lived in houses high on the mountain 
side – far from danger & loss! 

-9th- 
The scene around the center of the city – around 
the Goldstein fire looks disorderly and dirty this 
morning – but the high winds had calmed before 
the fire yester 
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February 9-10 
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day morning – which saved the main city buildings.  
If the high winds had not calmed the fire would 

have spread & burned the whole central part of 
town.  Luck – or the Lord – saved us. 

-10th- 
We had a gathering of 1/2 - 20 – members of the 
Legislature at our home last night – a buffet dinner 
– music & singing – a fine meeting – a good time – 
a meeting of many of my old political and personal 
friends – cocktail bumpers – cigars etc etc.  They 
seemed happy – I was! 

Diary 46, 1939 
February 10-11 

-10th- continued. 
I presented Frank Heintzleman copy of my 
Bibliography to encourage him in gathering Alaska 
Books in place of four big boxes of rare Alaskana 
which he lost in the Goldstein Block fire! 

-11th- 
Mike Sullivan, my old pioneer friend from Yakataga 
Beach oil fields came in on last night boat form 
Seattle – he has a plan to apply for relief from the 
Alaska Railroad dismissal – thinks he can recover 
reimbursement or pension.  I am to prepare 
application for him: Senator Bone of  

Diary 46, 1939 
February 11 

11 
Seattle will support his demand.  Rumor has it that 
Secretary of the Interior sent a new demand for 8% 
tax increase on the gross gold output from Alaska.  
The Senate (Territorial Com. on Mines etc.) 
introduced the Bill as Ickes telegraphed it to them – 
without even referring it to a Com. the Senate read 
it 3 times and then voted against it unanimously~~ 
- all in 15 minutes!! and wont Ickes be mad?  I think 
the Governor’s removal will follow!  Bad politics!  If 
it the bill had been referred to a Committee – and a 
hearing held with loud utterances against it, the 
political situation would have been much better – 
The Governors health is 

Diary 46, 1939 
February 1-13 

11 
so precarious as to give the Senators good ground 
for removal as the matter now stands.  Courteous 
treatment would have seemed the same insult and 
probably saved the Governor for the present 
anyway.  Reports from Seattle mention Emil Hurza, 
for Governor! 
Grace has her dinner to the other half of the 
Legislature ready for tonight – with Frank Foster as 
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the leader of the Piano Music!! 
-12th- 

Sunday – at home. 
-13th- 

Another bad accident – the airplane from Ketchikan 
lost – Chappell, & 3 other persons 

Diary 46, 1939 
February 13 

13 
Chamberlain, Clifford & Eb., mercantile salesman, 
with Cope, the flier in charge were lost in crossing 
the Taku air currents following the Canadian S.S. “ 
Norah,” yesterday evening.  The people on the 
“Norah” saw them flying – then lost sight of them  - 
went back & searched for four hours but could not 
find any trace – the U.S. Haida took up the search 
– found nothing – darkness closed the efforts. 

Monday the 13th Febry 
Constant efforts made by boats to locate the 
airplane & passengers but no sign of the plane or 
passengers 

Diary 46, 1939 
February 13 

13 
½ hour past 2 oclock pm. 

-Monday Feb 13th- 
I telephoned to R.E. Robertson & he came to my 
office:  My office safe was locked but R.E. 
Robertson assisted me to find the combination - & 
we finally got the safe opened.  I told him that 
Chappell had left a package in an envelope with 
me some months ago with his insurance papers 
therein – we found it.  In my presence and at my 
request Robertson opened the package which was 
not sealed – and found an Insurance (Accident) 
policy 

Diary 46, 1939 
February 13 

13 
for $5000 on Chappell life – we examined it & 
found it in original & good shape.  R.E. Robertson 
read it & then went over to Hector McLeans office 
& inquired of McLean and was informed it was 
regular and in force and telephoned me.  I called 
up Mrs. Chappell and gave her that information.  
Also expressed my sympathy for Mrs. Chappell 
and his mother who is with Mrs. Chappell at the 
Spickett Apartments, Tel. 501 
No information of safety yet. 
3 oclock, p.m. 13th Feb. 

All 5 men in the plane evidently lost! 

Diary 46, 1939 
February 14 

Tuesday 14th 1939 
Nothing heard from the air plane with Chappell & 
companions!  It now seems certain they were lost 
in the Taku current 2 days ago. 
Consultation with Dr. Dawes – He examined my 
eyes some months ago – says they exhibit a 
degenerative character – that at my age he will not 
expect any recovery – thinks smoking may add 
somewhat to their failure – that he does not 
anticipate any recovery – that occultist might slow 
loss but thinks not, that I have read & used my 
eyes to an extreme etc. 

Diary 46, 1939 
February 14-15 

-14th – 
Did not order me to quit smoking but suggested it – 
just worn out & may grow slowly worse until I will 
not be able to read at all!  I will go to Seattle soon 
& see the occultist there again – Blindness? 

-15th- 
As usual in the office. 
Wrote letter for Mike Sullivan to Hon. Homer J. 
Bone, U.S. Senate Wash. D.C. about Mikes 
discharge from the Alaska Railroad & claim for 
pension.  Nothing about loss of airplane in Taku 
Inlet, drowning of Chappell and five others.  No 
trace of plane or men.  All certainly drowned or 
lost! 

Diary 46, 1939 
February 15-16 

-15th continued 
Mike Sullivan signed the letter to Senator Bone 
about his discharge & pension.  I put it in Air Mail 
Envelope & Mike took it up to the Post Office with 
instruction to put stamps on it & Register it!! 

-16th- 
Public Reception at the Governors mansion in 
honor of the Legislature  We attended and took our 
friend Woodward Atkinson, as a guest.  A large 
crowd present.  The Governor feeble received 
sitting in a chair.  His daughter Mrs. Helen Bender 
(Robert Bender) acted as hostess and gave a 
successful and beautiful reception to his guests. 

Diary 46, 1939 
February 16-17 

16 
Grace assisted in serving the guests by “pouring” 



etc  I enjoyed meeting many of my friends - & 
watching the crowd of beautiful women & well 
dressed men – in line and dancing etc. 

Nothing new about the loss of the air plane at 
Taku a week ago – a ceaseless search is carried 
on for traces of the plane and six last occupants 
but no sign of their fate has yet been found.  We 
only know they are dead – thats all. 

-17th – 
In the office as usual.  My eye failure is growing 
worse!   
R.E. Robertson, atty, who 

Diary 46, 1939 
February 17 

17 
prepared Corporation papers for the Alaska 
General Ins. Co. telephoned me that he had just 
received information from Hennegan president of 
the Company, that the Ketchikan stockholders had 
determined to complete the organization 
notwithstanding the death of Chappell who was its 
original promoter. 

Mrs. Helen Hawks, wife of Jack Hawks – miner, 
has just received news from him in New York, 
saying he has succeeded in signing up papers for 
putting the Keku mines, on Kuiu islands on a 
business basis etc etc. & she and Grace are 
greatly excited in consequence. 

Diary 46, 1939 
February 18-19 

-18th – 
As usual in the office  My friend Editor Wirt, of the 
Daily Press, called at my library & we talked about 
Jack McQuesten – he wants to prepare a 
biography of Jack. – I told him that Jack had written 
nothing – and was famous only for his good 
qualities of heart – he befriended the early 
prospectors and was a quiet home loving 
gentleman.  That Gordon C. Bettles was the 
character he ought to exploit – a printer – a 
newspaper man – a story teller etc. etc. 

-19th - 
Sunday – Took a walk - & worked in the library. 

Diary 46, 1939 
February 20-21 

-20th – 
Writing letters – first boat to arrive for two weeks – 
8 days mail! 

-21st- 
Same as usual in the office.  Some very flattering 

Reviews by newspapers of my “Old Yukon.”  Grace 
wrote letter for Mike Sullivan to Carl Beal 
authorizing him to make agreements for the 
dispersal of his oil claims in his discretion for 
opening same.  Trying to get Zebal & Gergler to 
agree to take testimony in Friss case – it’s a hard 
case – since Zeigler & King are trying to job Zebel 
& the Friss Estate! 

Diary 46, 1939 
February 22-24 

-22- 
Washingtons Birthday – holiday. 
In the office – writing on my Introduction to The 
American Paystreak from Cape Horn to Point 
Barrow, Ms. 
Mrs. Hermann gave me a disagreeable account of 
Mrs. Wilcox’s review of my “Old Yukon” book – 
said it was a combination of my opinions in the 
Alaska Reports etc.!!! 

-24th - 
Cash Cole, Pres. Pioneers of Alaska, Juneau, Igloo 
– just telephoned me asking for the prices we had 
fixed on my Alaskana library – told him I did not 
know – said he would telephone to Grace – last 
day to introduce bill, told him to let it alone – would 
not pass anyway! 

Diary 46, 1939 
February 24-25 

24 
[clipping] 

Judge Wickersham Offers Collection 
Purchase of Alaska Library Is Urged 

Purchase by the Territory of Judge 
Wickersham’s library, the finest on the subject of 
Alaska in the world, was urged in the last bill to be 
introduced in the Senate before the deadline 
expired yesterday, Senate Bill 98. 

Introduced by Senator Roden at the request of 
the local Igloo of the Order of Pioneers, the bill sets 
up an appropriation of $35,000 to buy the library 
and place it permanently in the Alaska Historical 
Library and Museum. 

The library is considered by many experts to be 
worth over $50,000, and is full of rare editions of 
books on the Northland, as well as many other 
sections of western America. 

-25th - 
As usual in the office.  While Roden introduced the 
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bill in the Legislature to buy my Alaskana library, I 
am informed it will not be enacted into law – but I 
do not care – it will continue to be useful & 
increase in value! 

Diary 46, 1939 
February 26-27 

-26th – 
Sunday – Grace is preparing data for Cash Cole to 
use in his agreement in favor of the Legislature 
purchasing my Alaskana!  She also copied my 
Notice to King, Ketchikan administrator of the Friss 
estate, notifying him of taking the Testimony of 
Rivers, Spencer & Landers, members of the 
Legislature from Fairbanks – in the Friss case – to 
show his residence in Fairbanks. 

-27th- 
Busy in the office preparing to take the testimony in 
the Friss Case from Fairbanks & Ketchikan: 
prepared Notice of taking same directed to Zeigler, 
Atty. 

Diary 46, 1939 
February 28 

-28th - 
Served papers in Friss case on Zeigler –
subpoenas for three witnesses – Senator Rivers, 
members of House, Spencer & Landers to prove 
Friss an inhabitant of Fairbanks when he died on 
board the Canadian SS. “Norah,” on his arrival at 
Ketchikan – where Zeigler & King attorneys 
secured his pocket book with more than $1200. & 
King was appointed Administrator!! but sent Friss 
body back to Fairbanks – his home for burial.  It’s a 
lawyer racket to make a bill for themselves by fraud 
and perjury. 

Diary 46, 1939 
March 1-2 

-March 1st 1939- 
My friends Bob. Bloom & Dr. Chase of Cordova 
came in on SS “Yukon,” today and I have invited 
both out to dinner.  Cash Cole working to get data 
to present to Legislature on a Pioneers request bill 
to have the Territory buy my Alaskana library. 

-Mch 2nd - 
Bob Bloom, left on the airplane this morning 
enroute to Fairbanks.  Am preparing questions to 
use for depositions tomorrow at 2 p.m. in the Friss 
case.  My friend Senator LeRoy Sullivan, from 
Nome came in to call – he spoke about the bill 

Diary 46, 1939 
March 2 

2 
which the Pioneers of Alaska, Juneau, requested 
Senator Roden to introduce making an 
appropriation to purchase my Alaskana library.  I 
advised him not to take any part in the matter – to 
let the Pioneers & their friends do what they 
pleased about it – that I would be not do anything 
to urge its passage – he said he would act on my 
suggestion. 

Senate refused to pass Bill to buy my library: 
 
[clipping] 
Senate Tables 
Wickersham 
Library Bill 

A fervent plea by Senators Cochran and Sullivan 
of Nome to have the Territory purchase the famed 
Wickersham library 

Diary 46, 1939 
March 2-3 

2 
[clipping continued] 
was nullified by the Senate this afternoon, 5 to 3, 
as a motion to table carried. 

The bill requested an appropriation of $35,000 to 
place the library in the Alaska Historical Library, 
and for the first time the University of Alaska’s act 
of ignoring the Wickersham library in preparing its 
Alaska history was brought to light. 

Senator Sullivan told how the Rockefeller 
foundation appropriated $16,000 for the history of 
Alaska; and how the money was spent in New York 
translating Russian documents which had already 
been translated into English and were in the 
Wickersham library. 

Despite their declarations that it would be a 
tragedy to let the library leave the Territory, 
Cochrane and Sullivan were voted down.  Senator 
Cochran indicated he would ask for vote 
reconsideration. 

-3rd- 
Depositions taken in Friss case.  Zeigler stipulated 
that the two members of the House would testify 
the same as Senator Rivers – he stipulated 
everything we could have proved & thus shortened 
the hearing. 



Diary 46, 1939 
March 3-5 

-3rd – continued. 
Grace & I had dinner with Senator & Mrs. Leroy 
Sullivan – and their two fine boys!  We enjoyed the 
dinner and “Larrys” fine family – the boys are 
bright, loving & happy. 

-4th- 
As usual in the office.  The Legislature refused to 
consider purchasing my Alaska library.  Senators 
Cochrane and Sullivan and one other were friendly 
but the majority of the Senate had other ace for the 
Territorial appropriations – political. 

-5th- 
Sunday – at home in my library studying Bering 
strait Indians. 

Diary 46, 1939 
March 6-7 

-6th – 
In the office as usual.  Mr. & Mrs. Pat Mullan 
occupy rooms in Mrs. Wickershams “Bishop 
Apartments,” and have the care of the place.  She 
fell on the slippery street & broke her leg, last 
evening and is suffering in the hospital with a badly 
broken hip. 

-7th- 
Fox, whose wife owns my office, has agreed to 
have my office cleaned from the smoke and dirt of 
the Goldsteins fire – the Ins. Co. pays the expense, 
but hired painters to clean the walls with of 
whitewash – painters did a bad job – Fox did 
nothing – cultus! 

Diary 46, 1939 
March 8 

-8th- 
Grace & I attended dinner at Mr. & Mrs. Jack 
Burfords, in honor of Senator & Mrs. Leroy Sullivan 
and other Legislative friends of Mr. & Mrs. Frank 
Foster, parents of Mrs. Burfords.  The Burfords 
have two fine boys which I admired.  The 
Legislators will adjourn tomorrow – 14th Session.  
Leroy Sullivan is the lone Republican in the 
Legislature – 23 Democrats – 1 Republican – just 
equally balanced! 
A competent observer.  Mrs. Hermann says 
legislation is good – better than usual.  A live lobby 
has worked as usual for paying interests. 

Diary 46, 1939 
March 9-10 

-9th – 
14th Biennial Session of the Legislature adjourned 
today – see Journals of Senate & House for 

particulars – Ball at Elks Hall last night but we did 
not attend.  The Contractor is busy with a force of 
laborers and summers trucks in cleaning out the 
debris from the 6 story wreck of Chas. Goldsteins 
concrete fire proof (?) building  They are moving 
the mass piled in the concrete walls rapidly! 

-10th- 
Legislature still in session!! 
Signed & mailed my Income Tax Statement for 
1938.  Grace & I attended 

Diary 46, 1939 
March 10-11 

10 
the opening function of the Baranov Hotel. 

[card:  The Baranof 
Name  Judge Wickersham] 

Grace & I attended the opening banquet at the 
“Baranof” Hotel – 500 persons were present ands it 
was a colorful and gay function.  Gov Troy could 
not attend – but Mrs. Bender, his daughter & Harry 
Watson, his secretary were present. 

-11th - 
At the office as usual:  Attended the Bar 
Association luncheon: Crowd of Legislation – 
lobbyists, & others left Juneau for the south on last 
nights boat. 

Diary 46, 1939 
March 12-15 

-12th – 
Sunday – Home in the library. 
My blindness prevents reading but I can still write – 
badly. 

-13th- 
Same as yesterday.  Legislators scattering – most 
have gone home – others on incoming boats.  
Nothing to be proud of.  Nobody seems to have 
won anything except the lobbyists!  Mrs. Hermann, 
newspaper woman, thinks it was a waterhoul – for 
the fishermen, who are crying! 

-14th – 15th - 
Same as usual in the office. 
Mrs. Stewart interested in sale 

Diary 46, 1939 
March 14-17 

14-15 
of “Old Yukon” – at the book nook in the new Hotel 
Baranof!  There is to be a flood of tourists – 
Rotarians – to Juneau from the States this summer 
and she thinks she can do a good trade in the book 
while they are in the Territory. 
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-16th – 
Same as usual in the office. 
Writing up note on the prehistoric mining in Japan 
and on the Pacific Coast of America. 

-17th- 
I had great pleasure this morning to meet a Mrs. 
Wm Williamson whose husband is a surveyor etc 

Diary 46, 1939 
March 17 

17 
she informed me that she had been delegated by 
Mrs. Mildred R. Hermann to gather data for a short 
biography of my career for publication in the 
Womens paper for this season.  Of course I gave 
her what little information she wanted but greatly 
enjoyed an hours conversation about our 
experiences in Alaska.  She came here 21 years 
ago. I, 38 years ago.  I referred her to Grace for 
particulars! 
“Chick” Ashby, (Toms boy) found the airplane lost 
some days ago, carrying Chappell, Cope (Flyer in 
charge) & 3 others on the beach in the timber 
today. 

Diary 46, 1939 
March 18 

-18th- 
The airplane last at the Taku crossing – opposite 
Grand Island was found yesterday – the SS. Haida 
officers & friends recovered all the six bodies  - 
Cope, Chappell, Chamberlain, Eks, Lennon and        
all dead – fell in trees & all killed apparently 
instantaneously.  Found a week ago by Chick 
Ashby, who could not get to Juneau on account of 
winds and bad storms.  Chappells papers etc all 
safe in the plane by the side of his dead body.  
Meeting at Commissioner Felix Grays office to 
examine Chappells papers: Robertson & I invited 
to appear & examine papers. 

Diary 46, 1939 
March 19-20 

-19th – 
Sunday – at home all day in the library – working 
with Grace who is helping me to finish up the 
Introduction to my “Paystreak” Mss. 
Took a walk alone up the Goldstream to the first 
bridge in the Basin – came home wet & muddy – 
but a good walk. 

-20th- 
In the office – Grace is writing letters to Jack 
Sargents sister – Mrs. Effie S. Drake, Malden, 

Mass. asking her for information about his 
citizenship – in aid of proving up on his Homestead 
on west side of Gastineau Channel above the big 
Douglas bridge. 

Diary 46, 1939 
March 21-22 

-21st – 
In the office:  Am invited by my Masonic friends to 
be one of the honorary pall bearers at the funeral 
of John Chappell tomorrow.  I will attend of course.  
Vernal Equinox – Spring. 
Telegram form Hawkes, N.Y. coming this week. 

-22nd - 
A beautiful day with sunshine 
Attended John Chappell last rites – Masonic 
service.  Sermon a beautiful tribute by Rev. Glasse 
at Presbyterian Church – burial in Masonic part of 
Juneau Cemetery  Howard D. Stabler, Master, 
lodge in attendance – well conducted. 

Diary 46, 1939 
March 23 

-23- 
Working on my final pages of my Introduction to 
the Ms. “American” “Paystreak” – my eye sight has 
become so dim that I am greatly hindered that 
even my mental energy coordination and thought 
are decreased – when one cannot see to read his 
own writing it affects his other powers, and I am 
thus afflicted.  I have about concluded my first 
writing & possible scrutiny by someone who will 
need to go over the pages again who knows the 
history & facts better than I do.  I am crippled! 

Diary 46, 1939 
March 24-26 

-24- 
Office as usual – had my maps of Alaska on the 
wall down & cleaned.  The First National Bank 
building across the Seward street first story 
wrecked & hauled away – dirt flying & big 
caterpillar truck carrying a power shovel – dirt & 
noise 

-25th – 
Saturday.  Court adjourned to go to Ketchikan 
term. 
Juneau Bar Association meeting. 
Grace comes to the office to assist me in typing 
law papers, etc. 

-26th- 
Sunday.  At home working in the library – bad tooth 
ache 



Diary 46, 1939 
March 27 

-27th - 
For two weeks I have been very much interested in 
the excavation of the Goldstein basement in the 
great walls of concrete standing high above the 
burned and wrecked building at the corner of 
Seward & second street.  The fire filled it with the 
debris of the 6th story Gross Block at the fire a 
month ago. – burned timbers ashes, remains of 
stores, offices, household goods, etc etc.  A 
contractor took the job of excavation:  took out a 
hole in the side, set a wide ramp from the street to 
the basement floor, put in a steamshovel, half a 
dozen trucks - & worked like good men for 2 weeks 
& now the job is almost completed!! 

Diary 46, 1939 
March 27 

27 
Have written a letter to Knight, the Editor of the 
Alaska Weekly, Seattle, and sent him a clipping 
copy of a fine – resume of the activities of Senator 
Leroy Sullivan, of Nome, on his work & influence in 
the legislature which adjourned ten days ago – the 
14th biennial session.  It is a highly complimentary 
story – well deserved.  It will help build Sullivan up 
in the Republican party - & will do the Party as 
much good as it will Sullivan. He will be a solid rock 
in the Territorial political foundation.  If he takes it 
as modestly as I think he will for he can do the 
territory much good as a leader. 

Diary 46, 1939 
March 27 

27 
[clipping] 
Grist  
from the 
corridors - -  

This is the last of the “Grist” columns, and while it 
has been a long time coming out, the idea has 
been “in committee” for a long time Early in the 
legislative session we began studying the 
individual lawmakers in an attempt to determine 
just who was the most valuable member of either 
House or Senate. 

*  *  * 
At first it was difficult; some of the boys were 

grandstanding, other were holding back.  But 
during the last month it became apparent that the 
really brilliant legislators, who were not only able 

but willing, could be named on one hand:  In the 
House, Speaker Howard Lyng; in the Senate, 
Messrs. Cochran and Sullivan. 

And of these, the ONLY ONE who took a 
consistent, impartial, universal interest in every 
piece of legislation that came before his body was 
Leroy Sullivan, the junior senator from Nome. 

*  *  * 
The Democratic contingent form the Second 

division was a little ashamed of the fact that it had 
elected the only Republican to the legislature.  It 
should not be any longer.  The  Second division 
should be proud that its two senators, both lawyers 
from the little city of Nome, were the outstanding 
members of the upper house, the only ones, in our 
opinion, not interested in the pork barrel or the 
gravy list. 

*  *  * 
It is interesting to note that Mr. Sullivan was the 

only new member of the Senate, with the exception 
of Alabam; yet he was practically running the upper 
house inside of a few weeks, conducting most of 
the inquiries into the deeper significance of the 
legislation, questioning speakers from the gallery, 
grilling lobbyists, and showing withal a keen, 
analytical mind that dug quickly to source matter 
and extracted all possible information on the 
subject.  Then he went to work and built up a case 
pro or con, based strictly on the bill’s merits. 

*  *  * 
He showed House members where they had 

erred in drafting their bills so expeditiously that they 
were confounded into agreeing with him.  He took 
a determined stand against advance portioning of 
road funds and thereby incurred the wrath of all 
five of his colleagues from the northwest, while at 
the same time they could not help admiring his 
sincerity. 

Leroy Sullivan was elected by a margin of 24 
votes.  His Democratic rival, George Laiblin, could 
have defeated him in a walk if he made any 
attempt to campaign throughout the Second 
division, but he just didn’t seem to give a hoot.  Our 
thanks to Mr. Laiblin. 
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*  *  * 
Senator Sullivan was not always right, but he 

was as honest as a mintkeeper.  Although he hated 
liquor, he dissected and amended every liquor bill 
that was presented in an attempt to make it 
workable, should it pass.  He solved the question 
of “Who is an Indian” with a specious amendment 
to the LaBoyteaux native liquor bill, and he 
personally strangled about 20 bad bills that came 
through form the House. 

*  *  * 
Furthermore, he had nothing 

Diary 46, 1939 
March 27-28 

27 
[clipping continued] 
to do with the last-night finagle that killed the fish 
trap memorial and the wholesale liquor bill, for he 
had been against them from the start, and his 
opposition had already been reckoned with. 

*  *  * 
As a matter of fact, the Democrats forgot that he 

was Republican most of the time, so impartial were 
the man’s arguments.  Not once did the party issue 
cloud proceedings.  Sullivan accepted New Deal 
agencies as established and tried only to improve 
them.  He made a strong plea to place dependent 
children under the Department of Public Welfare, 
but lost. 

*  *  * 
There were other good men in the Senate, and in 

the House, too; but some of them lacked Sullivan’s 
ability as a lawyer, and others his insight as an 
impartial observer.  He came to Juneau without a 
single axe to grind, without a single “promise” to 
fulfill, and he left as he arrived.  It will be a pleasure 
to welcome back the city attorney of Nome two 
years hence for his second term, and let’s hope he 
is not silenced by being elected president of the 
Senate.  What this Territory needs is 24 Leroy 
Sullivans in the legislature. 

-28th - 
Raining & snowing – yet the men are working 
cleaning out the Goldstein basement – the 
steamshovel is finished & gone – though the heavy 
trucks and shovel men are clearing out the corners 

and piles of ashes. 

Diary 46, 1939 
March 28 

28 
Working on writing Introduction to my Golden 
Paystreak from Cape Horn to Point Barrow – 
slowly!  Very impatiently waiting also, for Hawkes 
to return form New York with prospects about 
capital to open the Keku mines.  I do not have 
much confidence either in him or the mine!  I am 
the only doubting one – Grace, the Kerns, Dr 
Dawes – Dyrdahl & seem to think its a good 
prospect! Hawkes continues to boost by letters – 
but no money yet, and he has occupied the top 
floor of our residence – 7th & Seward – and owes 
$1200. rent to date – no money. 

Diary 46, 1939 
March 29-30 

-29th – 
At the office as usual but I cannot read a book or 
even correct typing which Grace does for me.  I 
can write as this witnesses, - that is all, and I am 
discouraged in consequence 
Dr. Stewart dentisting my teeth! 
Grace answering letters for me in the Jack Sargent 
Hd. matter – writing to another of his sisters – Mrs. 
Catherine Griffin, 185 Pond St. _______Avon, 
Massachusetts. 

-30th - 
Attended the funeral of Mr. H.R. Shepard, at the 
Episcopal Church – old Washington Terry. friends. 

Diary 46, 1939 
March 31- 
April 1 

-31st- 
My eyes have failed in sight so much that I cannot 
see to read a book or writing – not even with 
glasses.  Also have to keep up my teeth – with 
dentistry.  They – my teeth – are sound but well 
worn.  The old one hoss shay fell apart in a day – 
but my timbers are yet sound and strong. 

-April 1, 1939.- 
Snowing and raining – Carpenters on flat roof 
across the street busy in the snow nailing on 
boards 
Luncheon at Percy’s café with the Juneau Bar 
Association. 

Diary 46, 1939 
April 2-3 

April 2nd 1939 
Funeral of Mrs. Olds – Palmer.  Very windy & cold 



– honorary pall bearer with A.W. Fox, Dr Dawes, 
John Reck & two others.  It was attended by many 
of the old friends.  Her maiden name was Prior, 
she was married to John Olds before 1880, - on his 
death to Dr Palmer, a Canadian who survives.  By 
her marriage with John Olds she became the 
mother of several children – who survive her, - a 
fine good woman. 

-3rd- 
Windy – Taku hurricane last night. 
In the office as usual – doing little 

Diary 46, 1939 
April 4 

-4th - 
E.B. Collins, of Fairbanks and his friend Huson, of 
Cordova called – they are passengers on the SS. 
“Alaska” – bound for the interior – home.  The 
Collins had an adventure with an automobile in the 
Yakima valley. Mrs. Collins had arm broken & her 
collar bone.  While E.B. – being large and fat just 
got rolled & bruised.  She is in the hospital at 
Seattle, not badly hurt – just something to talk 
about.  A fine morning, wind calm – sunshine 
bright. 

J.C.B. Hawks & his son 
Diary 46, 1939 
April 4 

4 
“Jacky” arrived on the Northland this morning, on 
their return from a four months trip to New York 
where senior went to work up the sale of the Keku 
mines – to parties who may be interested.  The 
local parties who have advanced money, work, etc. 
to prospect same are hopeful!  The Hawkes have 
lived in our house for 2 years or so, without 
payment of rent & Grace is hoping he will be able 
to pay rent long overdue! 
Andrew Nerland, the leading Republican in Alaska, 
a fine man and my friend came to call – he is on 
the 

Diary 46, 1939 
April 4-5 

4 
SS Alaska, going home, Fairbanks.  We talked 
over the political situation & found no hope of 
getting rid of Al. White – who will undoubtedly try to 
control the next Republican convention as he did 
last one by unfair means.  Rasmusson of 
Skagway’s the only influence which can be 
expected to exert any power independent of White 

– but he is too cowardly and weak – cannot stand 
alone – White can control him. 

-5th- 
Guy McNaughton, manager B.M. Behrends Bank 
for many years died at the St Anns Hospital 

Diary 46, 1939 
April 5 

5 
last night.  For nearly 40 years he has been cashier 
of the Bank and second only Behrends himself in 
the successful management of that sound and 
important institution.  A man of the highest 
character he has always had the confidence of the 
people of Alaska and given stability to the bank 
and Juneau.  His death is a decided loss to the 
business interests of this city. 

Hawkes is highly pleased with his success at 
New York in the Keku Mines matter.  He had a 
personal interview with J.P. Morgan and reports 
him much interested! 

Diary 46, 1939 
April 6 

-6th- 
Hawkes has related the story of his successful 
interview with J.P. Morgan to Grace, the Kerns & 
Woody Atkinson and they are all greatly excited 
over the prospects reported to them.  If his 
statements are correct he has gotten the mining 
venture in good shape and secured the necessary 
aid to have a competent mining engineer come to 
the mines in May 19th to report on its value to 
Morgan and expect on such report to have the 
project taken over by capital and probably 
organized by the Morgan influence for future 
development & exploitation! 

Diary 46, 1939 
April 7-8 

-7th – 
Spent the day writing a letter to John Bremner, 3rd 
the Grandson of John Bremner 1st who was the 
first mining prospector to search the Chitina region 
for copper.  The grandson of the first copper 
prospector on Copper river resides at Yakutat and 
wrote me a nice letter on March 28th – which I 
answered. 

-8th- 
Luncheon of Juneau Bar Association in honor of 
the Birthdays of Hon. H.B. LeFevre, President, 
Felix Gray, U.S. Commissioner, Juneau, Big 
attendance & pleasant time.  LeFevre is 83 years 
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old today! 

Diary 46, 1939 
April 9-10 

-9th – 
Sunday – at home resting & reading.  Grace did 
the reading which does well and I listened with 
much pleasure.  Read Biography of Meriwether 
Lewis, leader of the Lewis & Clark exploring 
Expedition from Washington D.C. to the mouth of 
the Columbia river  We had finished biography of 
Sam Houston, of Texas. 

-10th- 
At the office.  Wrote a letter to Knight, editor of 
Alaska weekly in support of Leroy Sullivan – as a 
Republican leader in Alaska. 

Diary 46, 1939 
April 10-11 

10 
I can still write – my fingers can still move the pen 
along a line and record my thoughts though my 
sight is growing so bad that I cannot read a book or 
writing after I pass it by, except dimly and painfully 
with the use of a magnifying glass.  I must await 
some money from Winden, my agent at Tacoma 
and go there or to Seattle for assistance from an 
eye specialist for treatment. 

-11th- 
Letter from Darrell says I must sell something to 
procure money for eye treatment – he is hard up!  
After 6 years of the New Deal!! 

Diary 46, 1939 
April 12-13 

-12th – 
Attended Funeral of Guy McNaughton, for 30 years 
connected with B.M. Behrends bank here in 
Juneau, at Elks Hall.  It was a large audience, the 
ceremonies were solemn and worthy of the kind 
and highly respectable man who passed away. He 
was my friend during all the years of our 
acquaintance and I paid the full measure of my 
respect to his memory and our friendship. 

-13th- 
Wrote letter to Gordon C. Bettles & interviewed 
Harry Watson and Hawksworth about his pension 

Diary 46, 1939 
April 14 

-14th - 
Beautiful sunny day! 
Grace is copying my Introduction to the Golden 
Paystreak!  Wrote letter to Ruth, Easter Card. 

I went up to the office of W.B. Kirk, who has 
charge of the issuance of pensions for old 
Alaskans and presented the application of Gordon 
C. Bettles.  Kirk was not present but Jane 
Alexander, Judge Alexanders daughter was in 
charge and said the application would not be 
allowed until Bettles returned from Seattle and 
presented it - & showed he was a present resident 
– where he has lived for more than 50 years 

Diary 46, 1939 
April 14-15 

14 
she said she would write to him & state the 
reasons for refusal, that Harry Watson, the 
Governors secretary had been in to urge the 
application but had been given the same refusal. 

-15th- 
In company with A.W. Fox, atty. I interviewed 
Truitt, Atty. General of Alaska about refusal of Kirk 
Director Public Welfare to accept application of 
Gordon C. Bettles, for 50 years a resident of 
Alaska, and to allow him pension under the laws of 
Alaska – Atty. Genl will take charge of case and try 
to get results I want – pension allowance 

Diary 46, 1939 
April 16-18 

-16th – 
Sunday – at home. 

-17th- 
In the office as usual but too blind to read or write.  
Had dentist work done on a broken tooth by Dr. 
A.W. Stewart.  Grace is assisting me with such 
work as I am obliged to do. 

-18th- 
SS. Alaska from Seattle.  Hess & wife aboard:  
Took Fairbanks plane – did not see him – wrote 
him letter go on next airplane, asking payment of 
anything due me on Homestake mine – sale:  Tom, 
Walton long story about Fox farm on Aaron Island 
& mines on Admiralty Island – good story! 

Diary 46, 1939 
April 18-20 

18th continued 
Ralph Merrill on Alaska another long story about 
rich mine! 
Received $12500 act. rentals from A.W. Winden 
Tacoma – Ranch! 

-19th- 
As usual – in the office – nothing. 

-20th- 



Received from McCaine & Stearns Ketchikan, copy 
judgment in the Friss Estate, Fairbanks, annulling 
& declaring void the Probate proceedings in the 
Ketchikan precinct, allowing McCain & Stearns 
$150.00 atty fee in the case allowing me $10000 atty 
fee & adding balance due Friss Estate to be paid to 
the Fairbanks Administrator. 

Diary 46, 1939 
April 20-22 

-20th – continued 
Wrote letter to Charles E. Taylor – Estate attorney 
Fairbanks sending him papers sent me by Mc & 
Stearns  Taylor will make his own accounts in the 
Fairbanks case to the court there.  It was a bad 
case – for the Estate, but was so held by Judge 
Alexander on his judgment. 
Recd. from A.W. Winden, my Tacoma agent 
$12500 on act rentals of Puyallup ranch! 

-21st- 
In the office as usual – nothing important. 

-22nd- 
Bar Association Luncheon.  At the office as usual. 

Diary 46, 1939 
April 23-26 

-23rd- 
Sunday – at home walking 

-24th- 
In the office as usual, writing answering 
correspondence with Graces assistance.  Princess 
boat with several days mail 

-25- 
Same as yesterday – in office. 

-26th- 
We are getting up courage to go to Seattle – next 
week! 
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Diary 47, 1939 
April 27 

April 27th 1939. 
Jack Hawkes is busy getting his Keku mining 
partners ready to go to the mines – silver, lead and 
zinc – on the west Kuiu island to do their 
assessment work for the year.  They hope to go on 
May 1st and expect an engineer sent out by their 
capitalist to appear here on May 18th to examine 
the prospect and inform him – the capitalist – and 
then the miners – what values they have!!  We all 
hope it comes up to their sanguine expectations – 
or we are all busted!  Jack owes me 2 years rent 

Diary 47, 1939 
April 28-30 

-28th – 
Grace is assisting me in the office – typing Ms: 
dark and foggy weather – raining. 

-29th – 
My eyesight is growing dimmer & I will go to 
Seattle to consult an occultist in a week.  Luther C. 
Hess, Fairbanks, was to send me $204.00 a week 
ago but it seems lost in the mails – it will show up 
soon! 

-30th - 
Sunday – Good walk with Grace & in the library the 
balance of the day. 

Diary 47, 1939 
May 1-2 

Monday.  May 1, 1939. 
A beautiful bright day. 
Found my lost 8th Alaska Report – Jack Hellenthal 
had it.  He is as blind as I am.  My friend Mike 
Sullivan came back from Cordova – on business.  
Tells me about the death of Louis Belter – 
character and friend.  The SS. Alaska in from the 
westward – but did not bring Hess letter with the 
$20400! 

-May 2nd - 

In the office – nothing much! 
Hawkes & associates – getting ready to go to the 
Keku to do assessment work – next week.  Dan 
Kennedy 

Diary 47, 1939 
May 2-3 

2 
back from Washington, D.C. with his McKinley 
Park troubles.  Did not get a start on his suit, back 
with a new proposal!! which I must examine and 
advise about. 

-3rd- 
Spent some time with Dan T. Kennedy discussing 
his plans to secure a game roadway from his 5 
Acres in McKinley Park across the Nenana River, 
up Riley Creek to the big game hunting grounds 
toward the Mt. Hayes cariboo ranges.  I suggest 
securing the support of Dufresne & Gov. Troy in 
aid of his project.  He goes to see them. 

Diary 47, 1939 
May 4-6 

-4th – 
Dan Kennedy has not seem Dufresne yet – he is 
out of town – but will be back tomorrow when we 
can get an understanding with him & get his 
assistance to persuade the Park manager 
Commerce to give such assistance as he will agree 
to – tomorrow.  Dan is a forceful worker & will do 
the McKinley Park more good than they yet know 
about. 

-5th – 6th - 
In the office as usual.  Bar Assoc. luncheon.  Dan 
Kennedy with us at dinner Saturday 6th.  Working 
on his McKinley Park plans. 

Diary 47, 1939 
May 7-9 

-7th – 
Sunday – In the office as usual. 

-8th – 
We are waiting for a letter from Luther C. Hess – it 
came today $204.18 which gives us enough to pay 
for our trip to Seattle – to get my eyes open so I 
can see.  Dan Kennedy is here and I am at work 
with him to procure an entry into the Park and out 
to the eastward – for his horses, & for hunters. 

-9th - 
Dinner with Dan at the Gastineau Hotel.  Harry 
Buchro and H.N. Ross called – they are on the 
boat going home to Fairbanks – Dan will go with 
them.  Letters from 



Diary 47, 1939 
May 9-10 

9 
O’Neill and Ruth – and Grace writing to both.  Mrs. 
Wood agent for the Canadian Pacific called & 
borrowed my “Old Yukon” – will call at home on the 
12th to see my library 
Mrs. Frawley called & met Grace. 

-10th - 
The weather is calmer today – the rain has ceased 
– it is better and more nearly spring again.  The 
“Prince of Wales” is not ready today so the men will 
wait until tomorrow to go to the Kuiu – Keku – mine 
and We – Grace & I went down to the boat – but 
put off until tomorrow.  She notified the – Northland 
Co. we would not go  - she bought our tickets on 
the Alaska boats for next Monday. 

Diary 47, 1939 
May 11-13 

-11th – 
Passed the eleventh of the month: to pay for the 
same: 

-12th- 
I am getting ready to go for the [?] trip to Seattle on 
tomorrow.  I am so blind that I ca hardly see and 
must quit my diary for the present.  Grace has the 
home ready for the trip: we will be gone for several 
weeks while I try to regain my sight: 

-13th- 
Am packing my grips, have secured passage and 
will go on the SS Yukon  I will 

Diary 47, 1939 
May 13 

13 
close my office, leaving my books and furniture in 
the same, until I return.  The house will be left in 
charge of the Hawkes and Mrs. Kerin.  The 
Hawkes crowd of miners will go to the Keku mines 
for several weeks to do assessment work on the 
claims, while the Engineer will come here about the 
18th or 20th to inspect and report on the mines – 
their extent, value etc. 
The Juneau Bar Association luncheon today at 
noontime.  Judge LeFevre, President and Monagle 
secretary, present the usual numbers. 

Diary 47, 1939 
May 14-16 

-14th- 
Sunday – We go to Seattle tomorrow – on the SS. 
Yukon at 1145 

-15th- 
Left at 1115 for Seattle.  Met some inside friends 

from Fairbanks  Had a bad fall downstairs in going 
down to dinner.  Rolled over & was black & blue in 
spots.  Today – the 16th, saw Mr. Hunt at Ketchikan 
– early in the morning. 

-16th- 
The weather has turned good as we passed 
Ketchikan.  We have met Mr. Kirtland, from 
Anchorage & Mr. Leek[?] form McKinley Park, & 
Mr. & Mrs. Albright, from Fairbanks. 

Diary 47, 1939 
May 17 

Wed. May 17. 1939. 
Beautiful day.  Expect to arrive in Seattle tomorrow. 

Thurs. May 18 
Arrived in Seattle 7 a.m.  Went to the Frye Hotel.  
Ruth met us there & we had breakfast together. 

Friday, May 19. 
Went to see D. Carl Jensen but he was out of 
town.  Called up Mr. Strong of Ketchikan who 
recommended a Dr. Bull who had given Mr. Strong 
great relief in treatment of his eyes. 

Diary 47, 1939 
May 20-21 

Sat. May 20, 1939 
Made an appointment with Dr. Bull for Monday.  
Recd a letter from Darrell. 

Sunday, May 21. 
Ruth, Grace and I went out to see Mr. & Mrs. 
Faucher and Belle.  Ruth’s mother is much better. 

Monday, May 21. 
Dr. Bull examined my left eye & said it was a little 
cloudy from a cataract which was developing.  
Gave me clouded glass to wear over it & 
suggested my trying to read using my right eye 

Diary 47, 1939 
May 21-24 

21 
with the aid of some strong magnifying glasses.  
Not very satisfactory but am able to see to read by 
persevering in the effort. 
Met Mr. Bettles.  Also P.T. Rowe, Bishop of Alaska. 

Tuesday. May 23. 
Called on West & Wheeler & asked him what 
chance there was of selling my two lots in Denny 
Hoyt Addition.  Did not receive much 
encouragement. 

Wednesday May 24. 
Went to Tacoma.  Called on Mr. Winden & signed 
an agree- 
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Diary 47, 1939 
May 24-26 

24 
ment to sell 4 acres of land west of R.R. track for 
$300 - $20 down & $500 or more a month.  Called 
on Sam Perkins. 

Thursday, May 25 
Mr. Bettles called & we talked over his chances of 
getting a pension from Alaska.  Made a date for 
him to come in on Friday for Ruth to take a 
deposition regarding his residence in Alaska etc. 

Friday, May 26 
Saw Dr. Bull again.  He said the best thing to do 

Diary 47, 1939 
May 25-28 

25 
was to wait until the cataract was fully developed – 
then it could be removed. 

Saturday, May 27 
Mrs. Strong has returned from one of her yearly 
pilgrimages.  We have an engagement to go out to 
the home of Mr. & Mrs. Bettles tomorrow. 

Sunday, May 28. 
Went out and called on the Bettles this afternoon 
who live on 95 St.  Had dinner with them & 
returned to the hotel at 7 P.M.  Ruth came in & had 
dinner with us 

Diary 47, 1939 
May 28-30 

28 
about 8 P.M. 

Monday, May 29, 1939 
Was invited by Mrs. Henderson to a luncheon at 
the Olympic Hotel to address a group of women on 
Trails & Trials in Alaska.  Ruth attended with us. 

Tuesday, May 30, 1939. 
Memorial Day and Ida’s birthday.  In the morning 
we watched the parade from the Frye Hotel.  In the 
afternoon Ruth and I went out to the Museum to 
see the collection of jade which they have but 
found the museum closed. 

Diary 47, 1939 
May 31-June 1 

Wednesday, May 31, 1939. 
Called at Dr. Bull’s office and he advised me to 
return later when the cataract had fully developed – 
then it could be removed.  Paid his bill of 1000 also 
the bill at the Columbia Optical Co. of 510 for a 
reading glass. 

Thursday June 1, 1939. 
Mr. Winlock Miller called and talked with me 
regarding the purchase of my library for Yale 

University.  He took several lists of supplementary 
books with him & was to see me later.  In the 
evening we 

Diary 47, 1939 
June 1-2 

1 
we had a few guests take dinner with us.  Mr. & 
Mrs. Bettles, Mrs. Anna Hall Strong, Miss Lulu 
Fairbanks and Ruth.  Mike Sullivan was in the 
lobby but refused to come to dinner as he said he 
had just eaten his dinner.  We spent a delightful 
evening.  Mrs. Strong and Miss Fairbanks gave 
accounts of their recent trips.  Miss Fairbanks gave 
me some stamps which she had received in 
Vancouver when she attended the reception given 
King George and Queen Elizabeth. 

Friday, June 2, 1939 
Ruth, Grace and I took lunch at 

Diary 47, 1939 
June 2-4 

2 
a place on Broadway named the Russian 
Samovar.  We then went out to the University 
where we met Mr. Smith the librarian & talked with 
him regarding the disposition of my library. 

Saturday, June 3, 1939. 
Spent a quiet day.  Ruth went out to Kent and we 
did not see her until Sunday evening.  Wrote a 
letter to Darrell in the evening. 

Sunday June 4, 1939. 
Darrell sent a long distance call to know when 

Diary 47, 1939 
June 4-6 

4 
we were returning to Juneau. 
Had dinner with Ruth. 

Monday, June 5, 1939. 
Mr. Bettles came in late Monday afternoon.  He 
signed an affidavit trying to secure a pension.  Mrs. 
Bettles is not very well.  We went to the funeral 
services of Mr. Ashley – who was mayor of 
Skagway from 1915 to 1925 

Tuesday June 6. 
Grace & I attended the Pioneer Association 
Banquet held at the Masonic 

Diary 47, 1939 
June 6-7 

6 
temple.  It was 50 years since the fire of 1889 
which destroyed the City of Seattle. 
Ruth came in later & we went out to dinner.  Saw 
Mr. Miller regarding sale of our Northwest Library 



material. Mr. & Mrs. Whittiker called at the hotel.  
Mr. W. had been out examining the mine at Keku. 

Wednesday June 7, 1939. 
Grace went out to the farm and I stayed at the 
hotel.  Mr. Miller called 

Diary 47, 1939 
June 7-8 

7 
and we discussed the Northwest historical 
collection of books in my library which he is 
desirous of buying.  He will call again tomorrow. 

Thursday June 8 
Mr. Miller and I finally agreed upon a price of 
$2200 for the greater part of my books relating to 
the early history of Washington, Oregon and 
California.  He will call tomorrow to make final 
plans regarding the delivery of the books.  In the 
afternoon Mr. and Mrs. Bettles and Mrs. 
Christoffers called. 

Diary 47, 1939 
June 9 

Friday June 9, 1939. 
We are returning home tomorrow on the Canadian 
boat Princess Charlotte.  All the American boats 
were entirely sold out.  Mrs. Maloney & John called 
today.  Also Albert Kellogg a son of Dr. John Coe 
Kellogg who was one of the early pioneers.  Mr. 
Miller called and paid $100 on the purchase price 
of the books – the balance to be paid upon receipt 
and examination of the same.  Ruth, Grace and I 

Diary 47, 1939 
June 9-11 

9 
went out to dinner together.  Later we called at the 
Alaska Yukon Pioneer meeting and gave them 
copies of my Bibliography of Alaskan Literature 
and of Old Yukon. 

Saturday, June 10, 1939. 
Left this morning for home.  We are taking the 
Princess Charlotte from Vancouver tonight at 9 
o’clock.  The boat is very crowded. 

Sunday, June 11, 1939. 
Met a cousin of Mr. Orton’s – a Mr. Wilber and Mrs. 
Wilber who are round trippers on the boat. 

Diary 47, 1939 
June 11-13 

11 
Stopped at Alert Bay about 10 a.m. 

Monday, June 12 
Arrived at Prince Rupert this morning and stayed 
several hours.  Met a New York man who is going 
to take the trip down the Yukon.  His name is Ernst 

Oberhumer 
Tuesday June 13 

We left Ketchikan last night about 10 P.M. and 
expect to be home this afternoon.  The boat is 
calling in at Taku Glacier for the benefit of the 
tourists 

Diary 47, 1939 
June 14-15 

Wednesday June 14, 1939 
Wednesday June 14, 1939.  Jack & Helen Hawkes 
met us at the boat last evening when she docked 
about 8 P.M.  Was very tired and so glad to be 
home. 

Thursday, June 15, 1939. 
Have begun sorting out the books which I have 
contracted to sell to Mr. Miller of Seattle.  Jack has 
decided to go to Denver and pick up Mr. 
Whittaker’s report on the mine and then go directly 
to N.Y. so as to see Mr. J.P. Morgan before he 
leaves for London 

Diary 47, 1939 
June 15-16 

15 
on July 1st.  We are all anxiously awaiting the result 
of the assay & report of the engineer. 

Friday, June 16 
Sent Mr. Bettles a message telling him that a 
pension is to be given him July 1st.  A group of 236 
newspaper men & their friends are visiting Juneau 
today.  The Nat. Editorial Association – A Mr. Eck, 
leader of the crowd called at my office.  I gave him 
a copy of my Bibliography, 1924.  Latter Mr. W.H. 
Conrad, President – called & I gave him 
Bibliography & Old Yukon which I autographed for 
him at his request 

Diary 47, 1939 
June 16-17 

16 
and before the boat left Juneau for her trip 
westward another member – a young man going 
out to Naknek – and I gave him a copy of my 
Bibliography & autographed copy of “Old Yukon” 
which he had purchased at the newsstand.  It was 
a glorious summer day & the visitors were greatly 
pleased at their visit to the Mendenhall glacier. 

-Saturday, June 17th - 
I am practicing with my new glasses keeping my 
left eye covered & using only my right eye, and find 
that the right eye is weak from non-use for 20 
years & just be aided by an additional glass to 
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recover from its former strength.  Its 

Diary 47, 1939 
June 17 

17 
former strength is slow to recover, but the sight is 
there – my left eye is failing – I keep it covered by a 
ground glass till the decaying sight is gone when 
the lens must be removed to agree with the right 
eye when possibly the two will agree and can be 
coordinated with each other, and give me good but 
weaker sight. 

Dr. Dawes gave me a physical overhauling 
today, says my heart beat – skips a beat and that I 
must be careful – climb no more hills or steps & 
reduce my eating that I must eat less cake & pies 
etc. etc.  My blood pressure is too high & must be 
reduced etc.  In other words be careful in all ways. 

Diary 47, 1939 
June 18-20 

-18- 
Sunday – Spent the day in my library marking and 
listing the books sold to Winlock Miller, Jr. Seattle.  
Grace is doing most of the work while my eyes are 
so weak that I cannot help her.  We will box and 
ship them early the coming week to the purchaser  
thus reduce my library to one to receive Alaska 
books. 

-19th – 
Same marking etc. as yesterday 
Dr. Dawes is giving me the “once over” by medical 
examination 

-20th - 
Hugo Bergstrom came in to have 

Diary 47, 1939 
June 20-22 

20 
me aid him in securing a copy of his citizenship 
papers – his were destroyed by fire when his 
house & contents were destroyed – sent him up to 
the clerks office. 

-21st- 
A rainy day.  Grace & I are invited to dinner this 
evening at the home of Mr. & Mrs. J.F. Mullen 

-22nd- 
A very pleasant and well served dinner at the 
Mullen’s last night.  Present Mr. & Mrs. Phil 
Bradley, Governor Parks, Mr. & Mrs. Allen 
Shattuck, Grace & I and our hosts.  We men talked 

politics – the women & Governor Parks played 
cards – whist. 

Diary 47, 1939 
June 23 

-23rd- 
Grace & I were invited to a cocktail party at 
Robersons last night – in honor of the Mr. Wilcox, 
Supt. of the Forest service.  It was noisy and many 
cocktails were drunk! 
Mrs. Jack Hawkes just came in the office & told me 
she had a telegram form Dyrdahl saying that Capt. 
Hosford & six men were on the Hawkes-Dyrdahl 
mining claims near Kake “trespassing” & what to 
do?  I asked her to go and see Stabler – she said 
he was out of town.  I advised her to tell Dyrdahl to 
serve notice in writing on Hosford to get off the 
claims that he had no rights there – she went out – 
her son Jacky was with her!  Grace went to see if 
she could find her. 

Diary 47, 1939 
June 24 

-24th- 
Grace has finished marking & boxing about 400 of 
my old books – Oregon, Washington & California – 
and today they were shipped by freight to Mr. 
Winlock Miller, Jr.  Seattle, Wash.  I sold him these 
books that I might devote myself and my library to 
books relating to Alaska, and also relieve myself 
form the burden of purchasing and keeping so 
great a burden of books I cannot afford to maintain 
in the financial straits of today.  I am devoting my 
labor also to writing the story of “The Golden 
Paystreak – Gold” from Cape Horn to Point 
Barrow.”  am blind & need the help 

Diary 47, 1939 
June 25-28 

-25- 
Sunday.  In the library – blind but getting so I can 
see better. 

-26th- 
Am growing better in the use of my glasses and 
can write some with difficulty. 

Tuesday -27th- 
Mifs Verda Bras & Mr. Price called.  Mr. Wilt called 
– his fathers book.  Elsa Satazar called, costs etc.  
Mrs. Hermann will try the case for me, probably on 
Saturday. 

Wednesday -28th- 
Mrs. Lockman called & I endorsed my autograph in 



the same.  Helen Hawkes is 

Diary 47, 1939 
June 28 

28 
acting badly because Grace and Mrs. Kerin are 
interested in what is being done by the old Captain 
& his son from Petersburg form Petersburg are 
doing. Dyrdahl home last night – but no report form 
the mines at Keku!  Stabler home – knows nothing 
– or wont talk. 
A special agent of the Dept of Justice called this 
afternoon and sought to procure some information 
from me against Judge Alexander  I was cautious 
in my answers to his questions and gave him as 
little as possible.  I referred him to Mr. Faulkner 
and to Mrs. Hermann.  I told him that I 

Diary 47, 1939 
June 28-29 

28 
was both blind and to aged to indulge in complaints 
and had made none against Judge Alexander, 
though I did not defend him unduly.  The only thing 
I did say was that I had seen him “soused” at the 
opening of the Baranof Hotel – but that he was not 
loud in his manner.  That he was lazy was about 
the worst I could say. 

-29th- 
Working on Ms. Golden Paystreak.  Had Grace 
read copy relating to Doroshin prospecting in 
Russian America (Alaska) 1848-1858 – A lazy 
prospector with letters done on the work.  No 
wonder gold was not found in the Territory. 

Diary 47, 1939 
June 30 

Friday June 30, 1939 
[receipt for $1.00] 
 
Same as yesterday! 
Subscribed for Republican – Al. Whites paper – 
paid $100 & Received Receipt No 1. 
Grover C. Winn came in to tell me had been asked 
by the Special agent of the Dept. of Justice to tell 
what he knew about Judge Alexander drunkenness 
– a lazy disposition, etc.  He told little – friendly to 
the Judge.  Latter Mrs. Hermann came in and had 
asked to see the Agents authority – saw the 
authority & told him what she knew – fully & 
completely about his behavior, etc. etc. and later 

Faulkner came in and told me the same story – 
bad treatment in cases etc.  Evidently it is the 
whole story to the end 

Diary 47, 1939 
June 30- 
July 1 

30 
Holzheimer & Folta have made the story of his 
drunkness plain, but I learned this from others! 

Saturday, July 1, 1939 
A man by the name of                              Cox, a 1/3 
partner with Billion & his wife cam in to consult me 
about the Cobalt Mine near Chichagoff:  I did not 
think he told me enough so advised him to come 
back on Monday!  He was a millman and logger 
with the White River Lumber Co. at Enumclaw, 
Washington etc.  His mining business at the Cobalt 
is in good shape – but he wants me to advise him 
as to his interests & rights. 
Mrs. Hawkes received a telegram form Jack in 
New York – there seems to some trouble in the 
assays & reports!! 
evidently the whole story is out. 

Diary 47, 1939 
July 2-3 

Sunday July 2nd 1939. 
Hawks is having trouble about the assayers report.  
Reports same old trouble – the ore he wants is not 
in the rock in sufficient quantities.  Most ore lacks it 
– and he is no exception!  Mrs. Hawkes etc. 

-July 3rd- 
Mrs. Kerin received a letter form her husband 
saying full assessment work has been done by 
workmen on the 32 claims – food is short & men 
will come home on July 1st finished in accordance 
with time limit!  As soon as Mrs. H heard this she 
scolded Grace & Mrs. Kerin – saying “Jack her 
husband had hired the men to carry on the work – 
if they quit they would loose their jobs & 

Diary 47, 1939 
July 3-4 

3 
etc. etc. there 

July 4th 1939 
Dyrdahl, Jacks partner came to town for a boat to 
go after the men & the tumult subsided.”  The 4th 
parade – 160 U.S. Soldiers from Chilkat barracks, 
& all the boys in town were in the parade.  The 
soldiers camped in the Territorial Agricultural 
building & had a gun shoot at the Mendenhall 
glacier. 
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My friends Hugh A. Morrison & Mrs. Morrison 
arrived in Juneau on this day on the Canadian 
steamer Princess Alice – we met them and took 
them to dinner – they refused to stay with us at 
ours  

Diary 47, 1939 
July 4-7 

4 
and went to the Baranof Hotel & 

-5th- 
We took them out to the Mendenhall glacier & 
showed them the country & had them to dinner at 
the Baranof Hotel.  They greatly enjoyed the ride 
and visited at our house. 

-6th – 
Spent the day with the Morrisons – introduced 
them to our friends – had dinner with them at the 
Baranof Hotel.  Entertained them at our house – 
they met Mrs. Carol Beery Davis – talked over 
Copy right with her & Mrs. Maurice Johnson & 
advised them about copy righting their books etc.  
They, Morrisons, had dinner & will go home by way 
of Dan Francis in the morning. 

-7th – 
The Morrisons left – for Washington D.C. then 
home this morning.  Met Todd & Mrs. Russell  - a 
fine couple – who bought books “Old Yukon” – 
each as did Mr. Wray their friend. 

Diary 47, 1939 
July 8 

-8th- 
Carol Beery Davis back in my office preparing data 
& affidavit for completion of her book & dance etc 
to be finished on Monday, but the Empire Printing 
Co. and our affidavit same day.  Printer would not 
finish it up today so I advised that it be done on 
Monday – the 10th, and all dates fixed on that day. 
The Saturday meeting of the Juneau Bar 
association met as usual today with a good 
attendance; adjourned early as several members 
desired to attend the Funeral of Senator Tripp – 
who passed away after a long illness. 

Diary 47, 1939 
July 9-11 

-9th – 
Sunday – mail with letter only from Darrell, San 
Francisco, Cal. 
Grace reads to me often. 

-10th – 
Letter from Darrell – brief, but glad to have it.  

Nothing from Mrs. Davis about copyright of her 
book on Indian Music. 

-11th - 
Letter from Mr. Winlock Miller, about sale of books 
to him.  He is dissatisfied with books – says they 
are not up to standard.  Grace has written a 
compromise letter accepting his offer to pay for 
what he excepts & a lesser amount for what he 
refused. 

Diary 47, 1939 
July 12-13 

12 – 13th 
The letter Grace wrote to which I signed is as 
follows – 
 
[clipping] 
Dear Mr. Miller; 
Your letter of July 6 in regard to the condition of the 
books which I offered to you for sale has been 
received and I am sorry that some of them are not 
satisfactory. 
I have read over the list of the 30 items which you 
mentioned as not being up to standard on account 
of their having been repaired, rebound, being 
damaged or having missing parts.  I am sorry that I 
neglected to examine the books more thoroughly 
but I realize that I am not a connoisseur of rare 
books and no doubt placed too high a valuation 
upon some of them from the fact of their having 
been in my possession so long.  Since you say that 
there is a substantial amount of the material in 
which you are interested I will appreciate it if you 
will go over the list at your leisure and revalue them 
as I am willing to accept any reasonable offer.  
With the exception of item #238, Trial of Leschi 
which I ask you to return, I suggest that you hold 
the balance of the 30 items until some 
arrangement can be made for their disposal.  I 
thing the amount you have arrived at for the 
balance of the books is fair,- and I am willing to 
accept the amount of $1290, less the $100 already 
paid.  That is deducting form $2200 (original price 
agreed upon) the sum of $910 (2/3 of 1364) the 
proportionate value of the 30 items, leaving a 
balance of $1290. 



Diary 47, 1939 
July 14 

-14th- 
Mrs. Davis (Carol Beery) came to consult again 
about the differences growing up between herself 
and Mrs. Johnson (Maurice) about their joint efforts 
to copyright “The Ice Worm Wiggle” the music etc.  
It seems to me they are threatening to destroy their 
efforts to make good money out of the project, 
which is engaging the attention of a great musical 
authority in the Hollywood field.  They are both 
particularly right particularly wrong.  Mrs. Davis will 
come back on Monday to see me again – I will try 
to get them together & arrange their differences. 

Diary 47, 1939 
July 15-17 

-15th – 
Same as yesterday in the Davis – Johnson musical 
matter. 

-16th- 
Same as yesterday – working in office – about 
blind – and fear that trouble is an infliction as to 
thought  I cannot work without sight!  Grace reads 
to me a great deal. 
A beautiful Sunday – at home. 

-17th - 
We are expecting Jack Hawkes to return home on 
the boat due on Tuesday.  He reports that the 
assay of the mines he went to New York to finance 
was a disappointment & the partner interested are 
likewise disappointed. 

Diary 47, 1939 
July 18 

-18th – 
Mrs. Carol Beery Davis is having much trouble with 
her words and music on the “Ice Worm Wiggle” but 
is now waiting for a letter form her friend – a lawyer 
of experience for advice about the matter.  She 
came to see me again today – but will wait for an 
expert letter to tomorrows boat. 

Tues. -18- 
Many boats from the south in this morning – Jack 
Hawkes came but has not reported his results yet. 
Two Young men came on the boat who are 
interested in the mines which Jim York gave so 
much interest two years ago – in Berners Bay 
district – the “Horrible” & the “Mexican”.  They are 
from Indiana and represent the owners.  I sent 
them to talk to York! who is a miner & interested in 
the mines. 

Diary 47, 1939 
July 18 

18 
Jack Hawkes tells me that he trouble arose about 
the assay – his assays (of the same rock) made in 
New York ran high – very satisfactory – but those 
made by the agent sent out to examine the 
property ran low – very unsatisfactory!  Jack says 
the prospector is coming back immediately – with a 
new man to accompany him – to do the work of 
prospecting all over again – that the trouble 
occurred in the assaying – on assay was heated 
highly – the poor one too low – he high heat 
produced high values in zinc – the low heat little 
zinc! 
Received a clipping from the Seattle P.I. saying the 
Winlock Miller Jr. who bought my Northwest 
History 

Diary 47, 1939 
July 18 

18 
died in the Seattle Hospital about Friday after an 
operation!  This leaves my trade with him in bad 
shape.  He had purchased about $2000, worth of 
books, but made objections to part of them by 
letter.  Last week I wrote offering to meet his 
objections.  I doubt if he received my letter before 
he passed away and I shall not bother his parents 
– will take the books back again! 
We received a check from ONeill for last quarters 
sales $25474 which help us very much – my eyes 
are promising to get better & I have hope that I will 
recover my better eye sight.  Also letter form 
Darrell - & Ruth – glad to get both. 

Diary 47, 1939 
July 19 

Wednesday July 19 
Same as yesterday.  We had a pleasant visit last 
night from Mrs. Yates, tourist, author, who is 
preparing a new book on Alaska, and Mr. & Mrs.       
we spent a pleasant hour in the library. // Received 
a telegram form younger brother of Winlock Miller, 
Jr. with drawing agreement of deceased brother to 
buy my books – says letter will follow.  Of course I 
have no intention to insist on sale now that 
Winlock’s dead.  I will leave the books in Seattle in 
the hope of making a new contract.  Reported that 
the asst. atty. General came to town on the boat 
last evening: to consult with Judge Alexander, Dist. 
Atty & Marshal!! 
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Diary 47, 1939 
July 20 

Thursday July 20, 1939. 
Had a long conversation last night – with Jack 
Hawks at my home last night – present Hawks his 
wife and Mrs. Wickersham, the latter is one of the 
parties owning an interest in the property know as 
the Keku Mining Claims – 32 in number located on 
Kuiu island – just S.W. of Kake on Kupreanof 
island.  The mines are rich in zinc – great bodies of 
which are supposed to exist there.  Jack has had 
much trouble with the engineers as assayers to 
establish the character of the rock – the assayers 
disagree about it.  Jack had presented the mines to 
J.P. Morgan, of N.Y. & convinced him of their 
contents 

Diary 47, 1939 
July 20 

20 
He had induced Mr. Morgan to send a prominent & 
competent engineer out from Denver, Colo. to 
report on the extent and character of the ore – who 
reported adversely – no zinc.  But Hawkes had 
sent many specimens of the ore to other assayers - 
& took ½ of the samples examined in Denver to the 
best assayers in Mr. Morgans own assayers in 
N.Y.   All reported to Mr. Morgan that the ore 
carried 16% of high grade zinc – so Mr. Morgan 
held with Jack and has finally agreed to finance the 
project heavily! 

Also, yesterday, I autographed 50 “Old Yukon” – 
the book is selling well. – But we have so many 
friends & give away too many of the books – gifts 
– not sales. 

Diary 47, 1939 
July 20-21 

20 
A Mr. & Mrs. Hess from S.F. passed through 

Juneau yesterday on the steamer going south.  
Darrell wrote to Grace that they wished to meet us.  
She took the Hickey bus & went to the wharf at 10 
oclock & called.  I did not go. 

A Mr. & Mrs. Els, from Connecticut, called – 
going north to Skagway – newly weds on their 
honeymoon trip – to see the interior as far as 
Whitehorse.  They said they had been induce to 
make the trip on reading “Old Yukon” which they 
carried with them. 

Friday, July 21, 1939. 
As usual in the office.  We need money very badly. 

Our taxes are due and unpaid.  Hawkes does not 
pay has not paid for more than 2 years! 

Diary 47, 1939 
July 21-23 

21 
I am blind – and busted.  Grace is doing all she can 
to help.  Our creditors are threatening to cut off our 
lights  I cannot see to practice law even if I had 
business which I cannot do  Cannot sell property. 

Saturday, July 22, 1939. 
Juneau Bar Association Luncheon. 
Letter from Winlock Miller’s brother about my 
books – nothing except he returns the books – 
says he will etc,  

Sunday July 23rd 1939. 
Graces Birthday – At home in library – 67th 
Birthday – she does not believe the Record! 

Diary 47, 1939 
July 24-28 

Monday, July 24th, 1939 
Nothing happened.  At home in the library all day – 
Reading & writing. 

Tuesday 25th 
Same as usual.  Copying the Introduction to my 
effort to write the “Paystreak” of the American 
mines from the Cape Horn to the Point Barrow, 
after the style of “East conquerors.” 

-26th - 
Rains & storms have ceased & it’s a beautiful day.  
As usual in the office. 

-27th – 
Same as usual in office. 

-28th - 
Same as usual in office. 

Diary 47, 1939 
July 29-31 

-29th- 
Saturday Juneau Bar Association luncheon – good 
crowd but nothing of importance worth recording  I 
am disappointed with its stories & want of talk on 
interesting subjects. 

-30th- 
Sunday.  Grace & I attended the Sunday play 
based on Strauss’ life and musical career.  It was a 
fine musical – but I could not enjoy it for I could not 
see the players – but I could hear the music & 
enjoyed it – the music – very much. 

-31st- 
In the office working – half blind.  I paid Fox $2500 



for July rent 

Diary 47, 1939 
August 1 

Tuesday Aug 1st 1939 
In the office these rainy days writing out the 
Introduction to my Paystreak.  I am getting to blind 
that I cannot even think correctly & of course 
cannot write as well as I ought to do.  Ever since I 
had the first attack on the day I spoke at Seattle 
before the gathering of the druggists – I am slowly 
getting blinder and write worse.  I received a nice 
letter from Darrell yesterday – or the day before.  I I 
mus answer it.  Also form Ruth about my books 
which I sent to Winlock Miller, Jr. who died before 
we had agreed on the price.  His brother seems to 
be a fine man, also, and is doing what he can to 
close the sale satisfactorily. 

Diary 47, 1939 
August 2-4 

Wednesday, August 2, 1939. 
In the office working as usual – haltingly. 

-3rd- 
In the office as usual. 
Autographing many “Old Yukon” for people who 
bring them in.  Also writing with bad eyesight in the 
“Golden Paystreak.” 

-4- 
More trouble about my books in Seattle.  Am 
offered low price for some of them by Salladay – 
less than I paid for them 20 years ago.  Ruth has 
them in charge and I am in need of the money – 
cannot pay freight for returning them to Juneau.  
Must sell part to pay expense of returning the rest 
to me. 

Diary 47, 1939 
August 5-6 

-5- 
It has been raining for a month badly  weather yet 
but shows signs of breaking.  Bar Association 
today.  I feel compelled to go on account of my 
long friendship for Judge LeFevre. He comes to my 
office & waits for me every Saturday and I feel that 
I must go – though I do not want to. 

-6th- 
It is not raining – probably in honor of our Canadian 
friends who are in Juneau – early this morning on 
the S.S. “Dutchess of Richmond” from Montreal, 
Canada; the biggest boat that ever anchored in this 

boat 

Diary 47, 1939 
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6 
Good weather though not sun lit.  The “Dutchess” 
had a full load of passengers – out to the Glacier & 
all over town:  A fine boat – but I could not see her 
except in outline. 

-7th – 
The “Dutchess” left the harbor last night – beautiful 
sunny morning.   
Same as usual in the office. 

-8th- 
Dull day – at work in office & trying to get going on 
“Paystreak” with one quarter of one eye! 

-9th- 
Carlson & Kirchan[?] – Taku River mining cases – 
made options for them $500

 

Diary 47, 1939 
August 10-11 

-10- 
Carry on the Peter P. Doroshin Report of gold 
mining in Russian America – translation by Mifs         
written by myself in English! 

-11th- 
The town is so dull that I cannot see – or hear – 
what keeps it going.  Business is dull – except in 
spreading the money the government loans the 
town for payment of salaries and public works.  
Even the Democrats are now cursing F.D.R. who is 
himself convinced that he is a failure as a business 
venture! 

Diary 47, 1939 
August 12-15 

-12th- 
Letter from Ruth Coffin – but no facts about my 
books.  Luncheon at Percys with the local crowd.  
Nothing of importance. 

-13th- 
Sunday – correspondence with Ruth – no 
conclusion. 

-14th- 
At the office – notes on Doroshins Russian story of 
Russian America.  It is very hard for me to see to 
write.  
Engaged on hunting up the land laws on purchase 
of homestead 

-15th- 



Alaska State Library – Historical Collections                                                                                                                    Diary of James Wickersham  
MS 107 BOX 7  DIARY 47                                                                                                                                                       April 27 through October 24, 1939 

Working on Ms. Doroshin’s prospecting in Russian 
America – about finished. 

Diary 47, 1939 
August 16-17 

-16th- 
Same as yesterday. 

-17th- 
Autographing more Old Yukons for Mrs. Stewarts 
book shop.  Have finished Ms. Chap. for Doroshins 
Report on prospecting Russian America.  It was 
unsatisfactory childlike and the report of an 
amateurish – just what one would expect from a 
man not a miner, nor acquainted with gold mining.  
He was not even a prospector – a lazy incompetent 
boy!  It is amazing that a Fur Company should 
spend their money so foolishly and so recklessly in 
a mining camp 

Diary 47, 1939 
August 17-21 

17 
or that the Russian government should base the 
value of Russian America on such a silly report.  
Seward was in luck to secure Alaska on such a 
feeble basis by the Russian government. 

18th 
Same as yesterday, raining. 

-19th- 
Rewriting paragraphs on S.E. Alaska about Pilz, 
Harris and Juneau and Kowee.  Had lunch with the 
Juneau Bar Luncheon. 

-20th- 
Sunday – confined at home. 

-21- 
As usual in the office.  Writing S.E. Alaska 

Diary 47, 1939 
August 22-23 

-22- 
My sight is disappearing rapidly.  Still I work on 
reading with half an eye – the sight of my right eye 
is going fast.  Grace reads to me.  The Empire 
carried the following item on Saturday – 
 
[clipping] 

Sourdoughs Honor 
Judge Wickersham 

OAKLAND, Cal., Aug. 19. – At yesterday’s 
election of the International Sourdoughs 
Association, Judge James Wickersham, of Juneau, 
and the Rev. George Pringle, known as the “Sky 

Pilot” of the Yukon, now residing in Vancouver, 
were chosen Honorary Vice-Presidents. 

-23rd- 
Working in the office as usual. 
Business these days – as usual! 
I am so blind that I cannot see the line to sign on 
without it is pointed out and well marked.  Cannot 
read. 

Diary 47, 1939 
August 24 

August 24, 1939. 
My 82 Birthday!  Am in good health, strong & 
vigorous, except I am practically blind from 
Cataracts which are closing my eyes!   My right 
eye was closed by a Cataract about 15 or more 
years ago – and the lens in the eye was removed 
by Dr. Witmer in Washington, D.C. which he said 
would afford me some sight with glasses if the left 
eye failed me as it is now doing  The left eye is 
closing out and going with a cataract rapidly.  In a 
few months I will have the lens in my left eye 
removed and will then depend on glasses to take 
the place of both lens.  Received  
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August 24 

24 
birthday present form Darrell, 22nd - $50.00) dollars 
My taxes are doubled in the city. 
Telegram of congratulations from Ruth – stating 
display of books sent to Winlock Miller, Jr. & 
delivered on his death to Ruth attracting attention – 
thrilled her. 
Tax statement received – raised to $9.500. on my 
house to my disappointment – but I suppose we 
will have “to pay the fiddler,” but its too big a bill for 
what we received for it.  I wrote Darrell a letter 
thanking him for check for $5000 on my 82nd 
birthday.  Representative Bland of Virginia with 
subcommittee  
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August 24 

24 
of Merchant Marine & Fisheries here to study our 
fisheries problems are here.  Diamond is here with 
them – he is now against “Fish Traps” – which he 
supported during all the years he was acting as the 
attorney for the cannery trust in Alaska.  He 
changed his mind when he became the candidate 
for Delegate & was elected on the opposition on 
that change! 



I received a telegram of Birthday congratulations 
tonight from Andrew Nerland, Fairbanks, and a 
letter from George Gooshaw, Shishmareff Inlet, 
also Cake from Mrs. Wickersham and Mrs. Kerin – 
large boquet from Mrs. Hermann, and a box of 
cigars from her husband, & a fine & flattering copy 
of an Editorial in the Fairbanks 

Diary 47, 1939 
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24 
newspaper the News Miner, written by my friend 
Chas Settlemier, congratulating me on my 82 
birthday.  The paper is owned & operated by Capt. 
Lathrop.  The editorial was on my birthday – and it 
was loyal and friendly – to the limit.  It gave me 
credit for all I had done for the Fairbanks country – 
the Railroad and the college, etc. and was strongly 
in my favor – too strong to please the President of 
the College!  The day was a red letter day for 
myself! 

-25th- 
As usual in the office.  Still enjoying yesterday. 

Diary 47, 1939 
August 26 

August 26th 1939. 
Twenty seven years ago yesterday on August 24, 
1912. President Taft signed the bill “An Act to 
create a Legislative Assembly in the Territory of 
Alaska, to confer Legislative Power thereon and for 
other purposes”  Approved August 24, 1912.  Also 
the next night I gave a dinner at the Congress Hall 
Hotel, at which the House Committee on Territories 
attended with the Senate Committee on Territories 
in approval of the President’s approval, etc. etc. 
All the members of the Juneau Bar Assoc 
attorneys in Juneau attended and gave me a large 
Birthday Cake and 

Diary 47, 1939 
August 26-27 

26 
most of them made speeches congratulating me in 
appreciation of my service to the Territory and 
Delegate etc. 
 
[clipping] 

BAR ASSOCIATION 
HONORS WICKERSHAM 

ON 82ND BIRTHDAY 
Judge James Wickersham, former Delegate to 

Congress, was honored at today’s luncheon 

meeting of the local Bar Association, the occasion 
being the Judge’s 82nd birthday, which occurred on 
Thursday. 

A birthday cake decorated the table at today’s 
meeting, which was attended by all Juneau 
attorneys and by several visiting lawyers.  
Speeches eulogized Wickersham’s long career in 
Alaska. 

-27th- 
Sunday at home as usual. 
Listening at the radio about the threats of the 
Germans & Italy to start a war on Poland by Hitler 
& Mussolini  The English & French are giving 
Poland support – and the war is postponed from 
hour to hour.  We hope no war! 
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August 28-29 

-28th- 
War scare in Europe may pass, but we do not 
know what will come.  Helping Bill Richardson to 
get a pension – old sourdough form the Interior.  
Letter from Barrett Willoughby asking for some 
information for her next book.  Old Mrs. Standford 
came in to call – she gave me much information 
about the Indians and sourdoughs at Ft. Yukon 
Sent Chas. Settlemier – editor of the Fairbanks 
News-Miner copy of my Old Yukon & the 
Bibliography – a good friend. 

-29th- 
Same as yesterday.  Have asked Judge Frank 
Boyle to write a letter in answer to Barrett 
Willoughby’s inquiry about the  
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29 
differences involved in the Homestead law and the 
apex provision of the mining law which she wants 
for use in her novel.  Of course, when there is such 
a conflict in the Hd. and the mining law – the 
mining law governs – provided the apex is a 
substantial part of the mining claim. 
Hope she understands it! 

-30th- 
Two days ago a very handsome young woman 
came into my office congratulated me on my 
birthday and introduced her husband.  It was 
Gretchen DeLeo (Mrs. Gretchen Redman) just 
recently married to Mr. Herb. Redman.  Grand 
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Ruler of the Juneau Lodge of Elks & her handsome 
husband. 
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I only knew Gretchen slightly but knew her father & 
Mother intimately  They were long time residents of 
Cordova where her father was an officer and 
employee of the Copper River & N.W. Railroad 
since their marriage long before Gretchen was 
born.  I was greatly pleased to meet them for they 
are a very fine young couple. 

-31st - 
Received telegram from Ruth Coffin Seattle this 
morning saying that Garland and Collins of 
Tacoma are interested in buying books sent to 
Winlock Miller, Jr. Seattle with few extra books sent 
to Ruth for exhibition in Seattle & wanting to know 
prices!  My friend Settlemier in the Fairbanks paper 
says 
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[clipping] 

Greetings to Notable Alaskan 
(Fairbanks News-Miner) 

Eighty-two years ago tomorrow – August 24 – 
old Illinois gave to America a son destined to 
become one of the most distinguished in 
establishing her institutions and building an 
enduring empire within her largest territorial 
domain, Alaska. 

That son was James Wickersham, today Judge 
James Wickersham, most notable of 
contemporaneous Alaskans – now resident of 
Juneau, and approaching the sunset of life 
vigorous and enriched with memories of a life of 
extraordinary experience and achievement. 

Jurist, author, legislator and authority on many a 
Northland phase of life, few anywhere can claim a 
more varied career of service and accomplishment. 

Thirty-nine years of his remarkable life have 
been given to Alaska.  His name has been indelibly 
written into the history of the Territory during this 
period of laying of the foundation upon which is 
being builded the future state or states within the 
borders of this vast domain now awakening under 

the impetus of a new era of undoubted destiny. 
Coming from a pioneering family who early 

shared the conquest of the Pacific Northwest, 
young Wickersham winning his first spurs in public 
life in the Territory and later the state of 
Washington, came to Alaska in 1900.  
Commissioned as a judge, he set up the first 
district court that brought law and order to the great 
Interior Empire of Alaska – participated in the 
dramatic events incident to the establishment of 
Fairbanks, Nome and many other enduring gold 
fields and centers of present-day industry. 

A tireless worker, endowed with great physical 
strength and extraordinary mental caliber – a 
fearless fighter, hard hitter in debate, Judge 
Wickersham found time aside from all his service in 
public life to compile eight volumes of Alaska Law 
Reports and publish a voluminous “Bibliography” of 
Alaskan Literature;” make one of the most 
extensive collections extant of books, photographs, 
early newspapers and other historic records of 
Alaska – now one of the most treasured collections 
in Alaska. 

During eight years as U.S. District Judge and 14 
years as Delegate to Congress his interest never 
lagged in the opportunity to gather and preserve 
what he could for future generations of Alaskans. 

He has given to Alaska perhaps more of lasting 
value than any other identified with her history – 
not the least of which will be remembered the 
Alaska Railroad and the University of Alaska, both 
of which came into realization by virtue of 
measures which he introduced and fought for 
through hectic sessions of Congress. 

The recent movement for establishment of a 
Wickersham Day in Alaska bespeaks an 
appreciation that should extend to all who know 
him.  Today, irrespective of political affiliations, 
Alaskans everywhere may graciously acknowledge 
his great service-his loyalty and achievement on 
behalf of the land to which he has given his life and 
which he continues to make his home. 

Hail to the Old Roman and the grand old man of 
Alaska – eighty-two and going strong-and may he 



survive to enjoy many returns of the day – a living 
symbol of the pioneering spirit of which he is the 
embodiment and inspiration to youth of a newer 
and greater Alaska. 
 
When I was about 8 years old about 1865, I 
remember very well the black funeral cloth that my 
father draped over the house at the time of the 
assassination of Abraham Lincoln.  I also 
remember the way we felt at the surrender 
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or capture of Vicksburg and the opening of the 
Mississippi river to the sea.  As a man too old to 
enlist I went to Fort Vancouver, on the Columbia 
river to get my youngest brother, Frank transferred 
by the Astor Light Battery, on his way to Manilla, 
where he was stationed as an aid of General 
Merritts headquarters at the taking of Manilla for a 
time:  my brother was later enlisted and served for 
nearly 2 years in the Great War etc. etc.  At that 
time I was a member of Congress, Delegate from 
Alaska, and heard President Wilson deliver his 
great speech in 1917 in declaring war and listened 
to the roll call in Congress against Germany etc. 
etc.  Last night 
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I sat with my wife Grace Elizabeth before my radio 
in my home in Juneau and heard Hitler deliver his 
speech before the German Richstag in Berlin 
declare war against Poland in the War dated that 
day which begun the war against Poland and its 
allies!  We heard Hitlars entire war speech and the 
translation thereof into the English language, and 
cheers of his Richstag approving it.  The war 
began by Hitlers troops – bombing Warsaw, 
Cracow & other Polish cities etc. etc.  All these 
have given me a great War experience, though Ive 
never yet smitted gunpowder in any war!  Am now 
82 years of age in war. 
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I was a member of the militia in Illinois – the 
Governors guards – in Illinois, though I was never 
in any war, Great or small. 

-2nd – 

Telegraph and Radio at noon today report – that 
Dr. Ernest Henry Gruening of New York has been 
appointed Governor of Alaska!!  This will relieve 
John W. Troy, of Juneau, who has been suffering 
from old age and general weakness for two years 
or more. 

-3rd- 
England & France declared war against Germany 
today  On the Radio I heard Prime Minister 
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of England Chamberlain speak of his declaration & 
also heard the President of the United States, 
Roosevelt report his declaration of neutrality!  
Report that the German submarine had sunk 
Athena American steamer off the coast of Scotland 
with 1400 persons about, more than 300 of them 
Americans returning home to avoid War on board.  
Later report says all were saved except 8 or 10 of 
the crew killed by the explosion on board.  The list 
of survivors gave the names of my friend Bob. 
Blooms two daughters – students at Dublin 
University – returning home to Fairbanks 
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Sep -4th- 
All kinds of rumors continue to fill the Radios and 
telegraph officio Mussolino declares he will remain 
neutral – that Italy will be quiet but he is being 
pressed to say so clearly & positively – no result  
Japan the same.  The Germans deny that their 
submarine boat sunk the Athena – that the 
explosion came from an English torpedo & so it 
goes! 

-5th- 
Sat up half the night trying to secure data about the 
war between Germany and Poland – England and 
France but it was so hopelessly mixed up with the 
Censorship & rumors that it seemed impossible 
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to get the strait of it for my diary.  Anyway they are 
fighting like savages.  The American ship Athena” 
with 1400 neutrals enroute from England to the 
U.S. was sunk some 200 miles off the coast of 
England, probably by a German bomb from 
undersea boat that hundreds of her passengers 
were drownded!  The censorship has been so 
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highly closed today that we got little more!  Italy so 
far as declared her neutrality with the U.S. & half a 
dozen other nations that we get only little news.  All 
Germa ships have taken refuge in neutral ports – 
fighting in Poland is fighting while France has 
broken through the German lines and is carrying 
the fighting to Germany 
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Sep -6th- 1939 
[clipping] 

Seattle Post-Intelligencer 
Tuesday, August 22, 1939 

Wickersham 
Book Collection 
On Exhibition 

An interesting and valuable exhibit of rare old 
books, now showing in the auditorium at Frederick 
and Nelson, tells in fascinating first-hand fashion 
the history of the Northwest of pioneer days. 

The collection of more than 300 volumes is the 
property of Judge James Wickersham – himself 
identified with early Washington History.  Born in 
Illinois in 1857, Judge Wickersham was admitted to 
the bar in 1880 and in 1883 came to Washington 
Territory, where he practiced law until 1900.  Under 
appointment of President McKinley he served as 
U.S. district judge in the Territory of Alaska from 
1900 to 1908 and as delegate from 1909 to 1921, 
again from 1931 to 1933. 

Judge Wickersham has retired now from public 
life and is living at his home in Juneau, where he is 
writing autobiographical stories and books. 

Over a period of fifty years the noted jurist has 
been quietly collecting the recorded history of the 
Northwest and the exhibit now at Frederick and 
Nelson comprises the most significant of these 
documents.  The collection will remain in the 
auditorium through August, and Judge 
Wickersham’s niece, Miss Ruth Coffin, will be on 
hand each afternoon form 3 to 4 oclock to answer 
questions and talk informally about the various 
books and documents. 
 
[clipping] 

SEATTLE SUNDAY 

August 27, 1939. 
Wickersham’s 
Book collection 
Displayed here 

There’s a flavor of pioneer days in the Pacific 
Northwest clinging over a collection of books, 
magazines, public documents and several other 
publications now on display in the fifth floor 
auditorium of Frederick & Nelson - Judge James 
Wickersham’s Northwest Collection, to be on view 
for another ten days. 

Judge Wickersham’s niece, Miss Ruth Coffin, will 
answer questions about the collection each 
afternoon from 3 to 4 o’clock. 

There is drama, too, as well as pioneer 
atmosphere in the collection which belongs to 
Judge Wickersham, now retired from public life and 
living in Juneau, devoting his days to writing an 
account of his own experience in establishing the 
courts along the Yukon River during Alaska’s 
rough, raw pioneer days. 

Included in the Wickersham collection, gathered 
together over a period of a half century, is an 
edition of the gospel according to St. Matthew, 
printed in the old Oregon Missions in 1845; a copy 
of Boulet’s Youths’ Companion, published in 1882 
at Tulalip for the Puget Sound Indian Mission; an 
almanac for Washington, Oregon and Idaho from 
1859 to 1873; governor’s reports for the old 
Washington Territory, tales of the adventures of 
first settlers on the Columbia River, an 1885 city 
directory of Tacoma, discussion of martial law in 
Seattle in early days, and other documents. 
 
The war is on & we cannot get any news today, 
Censorship.  No news tonight – except Hitler may 
take - & burn – Warsaw tonight. 
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Sep -7th- 1939 
The British have captured several civil vessels & 
burned them – they removed the crews & had them 
agree not to enter the war again, first.  But they 
torpedoed the “Athenian” at night causing the 
death of more than 100 persons – some of them 
American children men & women – fired on the 



vessel as they were trying to escape in life boats.  
They were unarmed, going from the seat of war – 
had no munitions aboard  she was a civil vessel – 
English – not a war vessel.  The captain of the 
under sea vessel (German) was guilty of murder & 
piracy and ought to be hanged for murder – for the 
vessel was a non –beligerent & the U.S. at peace 
with Germany English and not at war nor soldiers.  
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The German sank the “Athenia” far at sea & gave 
them no assistance but fired on them in their life 
boats in violation of the law.  If we had him in the 
U.S. we would hang him – the Germans did the 
same crime in the last war – they are savages, 
then and seem to be following the same course 
now. 

Sept. 7, 1939. 
[clipping] 

{Sept. 7, 1939.} 
THE ALASKA DAILY PRESS 
Greetings to Notable Alaskan 

(Fairbanks News-Miner) 
Eighty-two years ago tomorrow – August 24 – 

old Illinois gave to America a son destined to 
become one of the most distinguished in 
establishing her institutions and building an 
enduring empire within her largest territorial 
domain, Alaska. 

That son was James Wickersham, today Judge 
James Wickersham, most notable of 
contemporaneous Alaskans – now resident of 
Juneau, and approaching the sunset of life 
vigorous and enriched with memories of a life of 
extraordinary experience and achievement. 

Jurist, author, legislator and authority on many a 
Northland phase of life, few anywhere can claim a 
more varied career of service and accomplishment. 
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Thirty-nine years of his remarkable life have 

been given to Alaska.  His name has been indelibly 
written into the history of the Territory during this 
period of laying of the foundation upon which is 
being builded the future state or states within the 
borders of this vast domain now awakening under 

the impetus of a new era of undoubted destiny. 
Coming from a pioneering family who early 

shared the conquest of the Pacific Northwest, 
young Wickersham winning his first spurs in public 
life in the Territory and later the state of 
Washington, came to Alaska in 1900.  
Commissioned as a judge, he set up the first 
district court that brought law and order to the great 
Interior Empire of Alaska – participated in the 
dramatic events incident to the establishment of 
Fairbanks, Nome and many other enduring gold 
fields and centers of present-day industry. 

A tireless worker, endowed with great physical 
strength and extraordinary mental caliber – a 
fearless fighter, hard hitter in debate, Judge 
Wickersham found time aside from all his service in 
public life to compile eight volumes of Alaska Law 
Reports and publish a voluminous “Bibliography” of 
Alaskan Literature;” make one of the most 
extensive collections extant of books, photographs, 
early newspapers and other historic records of 
Alaska – now one of the most treasured collections 
in Alaska. 

During eight years as U.S. District Judge and 14 
years as Delegate to Congress his interest never 
lagged in the opportunity to gather and preserve 
what he could for future generations of Alaskans. 

He has given to Alaska perhaps more of lasting 
value than any other identified with her history – 
not the least of which will be remembered the 
Alaska Railroad and the University of Alaska, both 
of which came into realization by virtue of 
measures which he introduced and fought for 
through hectic sessions of Congress. 

The recent movement for establishment of a 
Wickersham Day in Alaska bespeaks an 
appreciation that should extend to all who know 
him.  Today, irrespective of political affiliations, 
Alaskans everywhere may graciously acknowledge 
his great service-his loyalty and achievement on 
behalf of the land to which he has given his life and 
which he continues to make his home. 
Hail to the Old Roman and the grand old man of 
Alaska – eighty-two and going strong-and may he 
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survive to enjoy many returns of the day – a living 
symbol of the pioneering spirit of which he is the 
embodiment and inspiration to youth of a newer 
and greater Alaska. 
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[clipping] 

Thursday, August 24 
Judge Wickersham Reaches 

82nd Anniversary of Birth 
And has Notable Career 

Record of Jurist and Delegate 
Covers Important Pe- 

riod in Alaska 
James Wickersham, lawyer, jurist, statesman 

and author, former resident of Fairbanks, whose 
home now is in Juneau, is observing today the 82nd 
anniversary of his birthday.  So long continued and 
zealous have been his efforts in the development 
of Alaska that the suggestion has been made in 
some quarters his natal day be made a Territorial 
holiday. 

Judge Wickersham, active in the practice of law 
at Juneau, can look back on a notable career. 

Born In Illinois 
He was born at Patoka, Ill., August 24, 1857, and 

was admitted to the Illinois bar in 1880.  Soon 
afterwards he moved to Tacoma, Pierce county, 
Washington.  He was probate judge of Pierce 
county from 1884 to 1888, and city attorney of 
Tacoma in 1893 and 1894.  He was a member of 
the Washington state legislature in 1898. 

In 1900, he was appointed United States district 
judge for the Third Division of Alaska.  He held the 
position until 1907. 

Notable Work at Nome 
Notable work of his as a judge was performed 

when he was transferred temporarily to the Second 
Division at Nome, where he remained after the 
departure of Judge Arthur H. Noyes, from 
September 1901 to July, 1902, cleaning up a 
docket that was congested with a great deal of 
legislation resulting form the jumping of mining 
claims. 

In 1909, Judge Wickersham was elected 

delegate to Congress and served six successive 
terms, or until 1921.  Subsequently, he served 
another term, from 1931 to 1933. 

The record of Judge Wickersham’s service in 
Congress is a history of the most important period 
in the Territory’s history. 

Some of Important Enactments 
Among the important bills he introduced and 

succeeded in having passed were those 
incorporating the city of Fairbanks; establishing the 
Territorial legislature; authorizing the location and 
construction of a federal government railroad from 
Seward to Fairbanks; providing or the granting by 
the federal government of four sections of land as 
a site for the Agricultural College and School of 
Mines, now the University of Alaska, and for the 
setting aside f Section 33 in each township in the 
Tanana Valley for the support of the educational 
institution; authorizing the erection of the Territorial 
and Federal Building at Juneau and of the Federal 
Building in this city. 

Author of Several Volumes 
Judge Wickersham edited eight volumes of the 

Alaska Law Reports, compiled the Bibliography of 
Alaska Literature and is the author of Old Yukon, a 
comprehensive historical work of 514 pages, 
published last year. 

No man is more widely known in Alaska that 
Judge Wickersham.  In the course of his political 
and judicial activities he has visited every part of 
the Territory, almost every little community.  His 
host of friends over the wide expanse of the 
Northland from the quiet waters of the Southeast to 
the ice-clogged sea of the Arctic barrier on the 
north wish him many happy returns of today. 
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Sep -8th- 1939 
War news too much censored to give details or 
information except the Germans & the Poles are 
fighting 

-9th- 
Sunday – Spent an hour or two in company with 
Grace at the office working out some data about 
Catherine I, who sent Bering party in 1741 to locate 
Russian America. 



We had lunch at the Gastineau & spent the 
evening listening at the Radio for news from the 
War – nothing. 

-10th- 
Monday, heavy fighting reported in Poland 
between the Poles & Germans; English & French 
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invading the Siegfried in Germany.   Naval war at 
sea between Germany and the opposing English & 
French.  We do not get much news 

Sep -11th- 1939 
War news same as yesterday. 
Received $200. from Winden. 
Payment of bills, o.k. 

Sep 12th 
Same as yesterday. 

Sep -13th- 
Reading the record in the case of the G.W. 
Carmack case.  Testimony of “Marguerite 
Carmack” Briefs testimony & argument before the 
supreme court of State of Washington.  Much 
interested in night & day reports from the 
battlefields in Poland and France  Poles holding 
the fort. 
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Sep -14- 1939. 
Same as yesterday. 

Sep -15- 1939 
Same as yesterday. 

Sep -16th- 1939 
Saturday – Bar Association  Good meeting but 
nothing about the cavots in the law – Raining. 

Sep 17th- 1939 
Sunday – Much news by Radio form the War in 
Poland.  The Germans seem to have crushed the 
Poles, but are having to abandon that easy victor, 
turning Poland over to Russia and returning to the 
French-German frontier to defend it against the 
English & French attacks – which seem to be 
victorious – as of today! 
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Sep -18th- 1939 
Bought four Indian Hoon-yah letters signed by 
officials (Skookum papers today form Charles R.[?] 
John.  Hoonyah bay – as follows. 
Letter signed by Captain Coghlan, U.S.S. “Adams” 

March 7,1884. - $200 
Captain Glass, Wachusett Dec. 4, 1881. 
Wm Gov. Morris, Jany 30, 1882 
Capt. Glass, Jamestown, Jany 4, 1881. 
The last letter is from Capt. Glass stating that 
school was opened in Sitka and asked Head chief 
at Hoonyah to send two boys to Sitka for school 
saying that their board & clothing would be paid for 
by himself.  I paid $1000 for the four letters, and 
have added them to my mass of Alaskana. 
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Sep. 19-20- 1939 
Am working on a letter to the sisters of John A 
(Jack) Sargent, Hd across the Bay from Juneau to 
assist me in securing evidence that he was an 
American citizen or else I must quit & abandon his 
right to the same – they live in Massachusetts – 
their father was born, I think, in or about Bangor, 
Maine, though Jack was probably born in Canada  
These women ought to know where – or they can 
find out.  Jack is yet in the B.C. mental Hospital at 
Essendale, near Vancouver, B.C. His Hd is 
valuable. 
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Sep -21st- 1939. 
Same as yesterday on Jack Sargents case.  Grace 
is assisting me.  I will write letters to every one of 
Jacks sisters & relations and if I can get data will 
push the case, if none exists it will be useless to 
follow it further, though Doneway thinks Jack was a 
citizen of the U.S. but he will not testify to it under 
oath. 

Sep -22- 1939 
Jack Hawkes received a telegram yesterday from 
Van Fleet – New York, which disturbed him very 
much about the value of the Kui-you island zinc 
prospectus – and at the suggestion of his wife and 
Grace gathered his 
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partner Dyrdahl and other interested friends who 
advised him to go to New York at once to consider 
there the reason for Van Fleets information.  They 
procured money for his journey and he left on the 
steamer                   at midnight for that place to 
find out was the matter – he packed up and left at 
once for N.Y. to find out what had occasioned the 
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trouble – he went! leaving his family at our home. 
Sep. -23rd- 1939. 

Saturday – Bar Association – Hair cut today 
Interested in the war & believe the Germans are 
busy losing on the Western front.  Visited Dr. 
Simpson  thinks my eyes are going to require 
treatment in two months. 
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24 
Sunday – home all day except a walk with Grace 
up the basin wagon road 

Sep 25th – 1939 
Advice to Dr. Silvers – Dundas Bay extension of 
Glacier Bay – his right to a 5 acre tract.  Sent by 
Garnick.  Recd. $1000 

-26th- 
Woodward (Woody) Atkinson, one of the miners 
from the Kui-yu mines, came in toe see the sights.  
Is with us at our home Waiting for Hawkes – may 
go home to Miss. to visit his mother young fellow. 
26 years 

-27th- 
Wednesday  Same as yesterday 
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Sep -28th – 1939 
Same as yesterday 

Sep -29th- 
Same as yesterday  Wrote long letter to Darrell 
about politics and matters of family.  Wrote a letter 
to Receiver at Anchorage about Jack Sargents 
Homestead & to Goshow about Jade & in answer 
to him about his letter to me about same matters at 
Shishmaref! 

Sep 30th 1939 
Last day of September – my blindness is becoming 
more profound & worse.  I still follow Judge 
LeFevre to the Bar Association but it bothers me 
greatly ands I fear I must quit it. 
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Sunday – Grace & I at the office reading George 
W. Carmacks letters and Briefs in cases after his 
death 1922.  I have quite a collection of his 
correspondence – Kates also.  He was first married 
to Kates older sister and after her death took Kate 
for his second mistress among the Tagish Indian 
girls.  Kates older sisters name was Jennie and 

she lived with George for only a year when she quit 
packing freight over the Dyea trail – died – and 
George took Kate, who was the mother of 
Graphie[?] Grace Carmack – who before Georges 
death in 1922 married Saftag[?] – Marguerite 
brother. 
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Octo -2nd 1939 
Same as yesterday.  Got the 2333rd Pacific 
Reports, 942 In the Estate of G.W. Carmack – 942, 
for history of case. 

-Oct 3rd- 
In the Estate of Carmack -942. 
Wrote to West Publishing Co. St. Paul Minn. for 
233 Pac Rept. asking for paper bound bound 
weekly containing G.W. Carmacks report of In re 
Carmack opinion of Carmacks case - & also similar 
opinions in same suits of latter cases in California 
reports in same cases, for historical uses, earlier & 
latter cases. 
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-Octo 4- 1939 
Same as yesterday for historians purposes – 
Pacific Reports 

-Octo 5th- 
Letter to Rev Grant, Carcross, Yukon Territory for 
more information about “Jennie,” the sister of Kate 
Carmack and the Sec. of State of Tennessee about 
the nationality of Senator Carmack – in the hope of 
finding about the citizenship of George W. 
Carmack – of Dawson. 
Woodward Atkinson left for his home in Mississippi 
– partner in the Kui-yu Mining claims with Jack 
Hawkes. 

Oct -6th- 
The first snow storm of the season. 
May be one by morning 
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Oct -7th- 1939 
Telegram from Jack Hawkes to his wife says you 
you mines now look better. “Its off again – on again 
– gone again Finnegan” 
Major Albright, Charlie Taylors, lawyer partner died 
in Fairbanks yesterday.  He was 83 years of age, a 
major in the Spanish-American war – a good 
lawyer, and insurance agent. 
Luncheon of the bar Association today at Percys 



Restaurant. 
Oct 8th 

Wrote to Mrs. Marguerite Carmack asking for data 
& personal life about George W. Carmack – 
address Andrew W.J. Balliet Exchange Bldg 
Seattle for delivery 
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Oct. 9th 1939. 
Monday – Working on address to be delivered 
tomorrow on the dinner to be given to Hon. John 
John W. Troy on his retirement us government for 
the from the Govonorship, from the governorship of 
Alaska, - when his successor Hon. Ernst Gruening 
assumes the office on reaching Juneau 

Oct -10- 1939 
A great crowd gave Governor John W. Troy a 
farewell dinner in the Gold room of the new 
Baranoff Hotel toniaght Mayor Lucas was the 
originator!  Hon Jack Hellenthal was to act Master 
and many of us were speakers.  We gave the 
gallant old Governor a fine reception, had a good 
dinner etc. 
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[clipping] 

THE DAILY ALASKA EMPIRE 
WEDNESDAY, OCT. 11, 1939 

GOVERNOR IS 
PAID HONOR 
BY FRIENDS 

John Troy, Retiring After Six-Year Term, Prais- 
ed at Dinner Here 

Gov. John W. Troy, retiring Sunday after six 
years as Governor of Alaska, was honored last 
night at a testimonial banquet at which his good 
works on behalf of the Territory were saluted by 
nine speakers and attested by the attendance of 
nearly 200 friends, a throng which filled the 
Baranof Gold Room to capacity. 

The Governor, speaking briefly at the conclusion 
of the program, said the people of Juneau were in 
his opinion the finest bunch of people ever 
collected together in one spot. 

“I told somebody,” said the Governor, “that I 
didn’t make any promises when I became 
Governor.  But I do make you one now. I am going 

to stay right here in Juneau and work with you 
anyhow.” 

Hellenthal Toastmaster 
Jack Hellenthal was toastmaster for the affair, 

introducing the speakers, each of whom was a 
leader in civic or territorial affairs, with brief 
remarks which added much to the occasion. 

George Parks, Governor from 1925 to 1933, 
welcomed John Troy into the ranks of “Former 
Governors of Alaska.”  He said that if Gov. Troy 
had happened, under like circumstances, to have 
been last night in Ketchikan, Wrangell, Petersburg, 
Sitka, Skagway, Cordova, Seward, Valdez, 
Anchorage, Fairbanks, Nome or any other place in 
the Territory of Alaska, e would have just as many 
friends attend such a dinner to honor him. 

Judge James Wickersham, Alaska Delegate to 
Congress for 14 years, commented on the “aid and 
comfort” furnished by John Troy, though he was a 
political opponent of the Delegate, in the long fight 
for home rule for Alaska.  Judge Wickersham said 
he hoped the Organic Act, passed largely through 
the efforts of John Troy, Gov. Alfred P. Swineford 
and himself, would remain unchanged until Alaska 
becomes a State. 

City’s Thanks 
Mayor Harry I. Lucas expressed the appreciation 

of Juneau to Gov. Troy for his work on the City’s 
behalf.  He read a sheaf of telegrams received 
from friends of the Governor who were unable to 
be in Juneau for the banquet but who wished to 
send in their testimonials anyway. 

Charles W. Carter, speaking on behalf of the 
Juneau Chamber of Commerce and the Pioneers 
of Alaska, said that unlike many of the Territory’s 
officials in the past, John Troy is an Alaskan and 
his heart is in Alaska. 

“The one bright spot in this resignation,” said 
Carter, “is that even after Gov. Troy goes out of 
office he’ll still be our friend and neighbor, John W. 
Troy.” 

Mine Manager Speaks 
L.H. Metzgar, General Superintendent of the 

Alaska Juneau Gold Mining Company, remarked 
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that Gov. Troy had served ably and impartially 
“during six difficult and trying years.” 

Territorial Auditor Frank Boyle, representing 
Territorial officials and employees, said that “no 
officer ever ended his term of office in the Territory 
of Alaska with as many friends” as Gov. Troy. 

James J. Connors, Collector of Customs, 
observing that there are thousands of people 
throughout the Territory who would like to attend 
such a meeting honoring G. Troy, said there isn’t a 
hamlet in Alaska which does not have a monument 
to John Troy.  He described the term of Gov. Troy 
as one of the brightest pages in the history of the 
Territory and said that “though he is retiring from 
active duty, he is not retiring from Alaska.” 

Diary 47, 1939 
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11 
[clipping continued] 

(Continued from Page One) 
Long Service 

H.L. Faulkner, last of the speakers, said that 
John Troy’s “worth to the Territory cannot be 
measured only in the six years he has been 
Governor,” recalling his long service as editor and 
citizen. 

“There is no man in Alaska today,” said Faulkner, 
“who has contributed to the welfare, the well-being, 
of the Territory more than John Troy.” 

At Faulkner’s suggestion, the company rose to 
drink a toast to Gov. Troy, followed by a toast 
proposed by Hellenthal to “good, old John,” and 
finally, at Mayor Lucas’ behest, one to the 
Governor’s daughter, Mrs. Robert Bender, who 
was complimented by several of the speakers for 
her assistance to her father and service to Alaska. 

Telegrams 
Telegrams read by Mayor Lucas at the dinner 

were as follows: 
From Archie W. Shiels at Bellingham – “I am 

deeply disappointed I will be unable to be present 
Tuesday night to pay my respects to Governor 
Troy upon the occasion of your farewell dinner to 
him.  Alaska has been fortunate in many of her 
Governors but none I can remember has given her 
such intelligent service as our present one.  The 

people of Alaska, of whom I am proud to call 
myself one, owe to him a debt of gratitude that will 
be hard to pay back except by respect and 
affection.  He has given our great northland the 
best years of his life and through overwork is now 
compelled to retire.  It should be the earnest prayer 
of all that even in this retirement we will be able to 
call upon him for advice and counsel.” 

From Charles E. Jackson, Acting Commissioner 
of Fisheries, at Washington-“I wish it were possible 
for me to be in Juneau today to honor you for your 
long and faithful service as Governor of Alaska.  
On behalf of the Bureau of Fisheries let me thank 
you for the cooperation you have always extended 
us in administration of Alaska fisheries.  Wishing 
you health and happiness. 

Greetings from Judge James Wickersham 
From Judge George F. Alexander at Ketchikan-

“Sincerely regret cannot attend testimonial dinner 
honoring Governor Troy this evening.  As citizen, 
friend and Governor, we universally recognize him 
as Alaska’s first and best loved citizen.  Please 
include me in congratulations and all good wishes 
for a long, happy and useful life.” 

From Igloo No. 16, Pioneers of Alaska, at 
Ketchikan –“Igloo No. 16, Pioneers of Alaska, wish 
to extend their best wishes for recovery of your 
health, also express their sincere thanks for 
benefits derived by the Territory during your 
administration.” 

The Committee which arranged the testimonial 
dinner consisted of Mayor Harry I. Lucas, 
Chairman; Charles W. Carter, Tom Dyer, H.J. 
Connors, Horace Adams and Frank Boyle. 

Octo 12, 1939. 
same as yesterday  A very nice biography by a 
very pretty[?] Deb[?] 

James Wickersham 
Diary 47, 1939 
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Oct. -14th- 1939 
Same as yesterday:  Luncheon of Bar Association 
at Percys. 
Nothing new except an allied vessel sunk by a 
German U. boat. 

Oct -15th- 



Sunday – nothing new. 
Oct -16th- 

Hadland from Kilisnoo called nothing doing about 
selling to the Indians – Seattle 
Ed Ralston from McGrath boatman for Langley 
called going to Seattle also – 53 years last spring 
came to Alaska, one of my [friends]  Knows Troy & 
Harry Watson. 

Diary 47, 1939 
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16 
[Wickersham’s writing is very hard to read now] 

Boats: Bailey & Reefer afterwards (Zelander) 
sifton[?] all these boats run the rapids goddard first 
boat that that run the Rapids, Capt. McMaster took 
the Bailey & the Zelander through the rapids) Ora, 
Flora & the Nora built on Lake Bennett – ran the 
Rapids to the Lower river. 
Juan Dugas, Craig, Alad. McCauley arrived on the 
Becker[?] at Dawson 
Knew “Siwash” George in 1878 – He was lazy & 
lived with the Indians.  Thinks George first lived 
with Jennie – she then died & George “Kate” – her 
sister.  George boss of the Indians – Kate carried 
packs over the pass for Klondikers.  The “Pelly” a 
small steamboat was  
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16 
built on the Yukon about 1883.  She belonged to 
Harper & Ladue.  She carried lumber from the [?] 
mils mill up and down stream. 
The first saw mill at 60”- Mile belonged to Harper & 
Ladue. – Harper & Ladue 
Ladue had a saw mill at Dawson in July 1900!  I 
saw it working! 
Ed Ralston talked an hour or more & Grace, my 
wife, took it down in short hand for me  Ralston has 
a fine memory!  Talked freely and well as follows: 

(see next page) 
Oct -17th- 1939 

17 – same as yes 
                                 same as 
yest 
            same as yesterday 
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18 
18 years as 18 as of 
was yesterdays  years yesterday 

I cant yesterday 
as of yesterday 

18 7th cannot see to 
write.  Grover Winn re called & had a long friendly 
talk with me 
He as gon gone sout to  
Seattle & Spoke en on a  
fasin  so on a trip 
                        Portland 
- cant write. 

Oct. 19 – 1939. (Thursday) 
Just a shadow – cannot see – blind  
[Grace starts to write for her husband here] 
Sent a book to Mr. Allen 
LaPeyrouse – a drama! 
Letter to Doc Silvers regarding his land in the 
National Park.  Glacier [Bay] National Park. 

Diary 47, 1939 
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Oct 19, 1939 (cont) 
I wrote the note on the preceding page!  I wonder if 
the first line of Oct. 19 is to be the Judge’s last 
written word!  Cannot see – blind!  Such a tragedy 
for one who loved to read!  Who had so many 
books he wanted to read!  Who wanted to do so 
much more in preserving the records of men who 
had lived in Alaska in early days and had helped 
develop it!  Pilz, Bremner, 

Diary 47, 1939 
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19 
Franklin & many others the Judge thought were 
never given enough credit for their labor!  Today is 
Sunday Oct 22, 1939.  I have just returned from the 
hospital where I took my dear husband.  He was 
stricken Thursday night, his right arm and right leg 
being affected & his speech a little thick.  Friday I 
stayed with him and he did not seem very bad.  I 
tho’t with rest and quiet he might regain something 
of his former health.  On 
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Saturday, Oct 21, 1939. 
Saturday he was so restless that I engaged a 
nurse Mrs. George Dudley to take care of him but 
he became so much worse that  

Sunday – Oct 22, 1939. 
this evening we decided to take him to St. Ann’s 
hospital.  I hope and pray he may recover!  I love 
him so!  I am very heartbroken tonight by have 
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tried to keep his diary up – he was so punctilious & 
urged me to write in it each day when he was not 
able.  So until Monday – May 

Diary 47, 1939 
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Monday Oct 23, 1939 
May I have good news! 
3 P.M.  The nurse Mrs. Dudley called me at 8 A.M. 
saying my dear husband was very low.  I went over 
immediately but he was unconscious & knew no 
one.  He is struggling so hard to live – his breathing 
is difficult.  Sent the Judge’s son a telegram 
yesterday about his father’s condition.  Just 
received a wire and $250- Yet Darrel would not 
loan him $500 for a trip to the San Francisco Fair & 
to attend the Sourdough Reunion!!  I am 

Diary 47, 1939 
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[clipping] 
{Monday Oct 23, 1939} 
JUDGE WICKERSHAM 
SUFFERS STROKE; IS 

NOW IN HOSPITAL 
Judge James Wickersham, former Delegate to 

Congress, was taken to St. Ann’s Hospital 
yesterday afternoon following a stroke suffered 
Saturday at his home on Seventh Street.  Dr. L.P. 
Dawes is the attending physician. 
 
heartbroken. 
It is four minutes after 5 A.M. Tuesday, October 24, 
1939.  I am alone in the office – I have just left the 
hospital and all I hold most dear – my darling 
husband is gone!  I cannot yet believe it – it seems 
impossible.  I loved him so.  He was so good, so 
kind, so forgiving – so unselfish.  I can not bear to 
think of life without him. 
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[clipping] 

THE ALASKA DAILY PRESS, 
JUNEAU, ALASKA, TUESDAY, OCTOBER 24, 

1939 
Judge James Wickersham 

[photograph of Judge James Wickersham] 
Judge James Wickersham, above, former 
Territorial delegate to Washington, prominent 
attorney and author, died in Juneau early today 
after a brief illness. 

Judge James Wickersham, Prominent 
Alaskan, Dies in Juneau This Morning 

Judge James Wickersham, Alaska’s delegate to 
Congress for more than 12 years, distinguished 
lawyer and author, died in Juneau today.  Death 
came to the 82-year-old attorney in the early 
morning hours, with his wife at his bedside. 

Taken to St. Ann’s Hospital last Thursday 
evening when he suffered a stroke, Judge 
Wickersham failed to rally during the ensuing 
hours. 

Hundreds of friends throughout the Territory 
today mourned the loss of one of Alaska’s most 
distinguished residents, a man who had made 
Alaska his home for more than 40 years and 
continuously had the welfare of the country 
uppermost in his mind. 

Judge Wickersham’s crowning achievement in 
service to Alaska was the passage of the Organic 
Act on August 24, 1912, creating the Alaska 
Legislature to be elected by the people. 

James Wickersham was born in Patoka, Illinois, 
on August 24, 1857.  He was the son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Alexander Wickersham and received a 
common school education.  He studied law and 
was admitted to the bar in 1880.  In the same year 
he married Deborah Bell of Rochester, Illinois. 

Moving to the West a short time after his 
marriage, Wickersham first became probate judge 
in Pierce County, Washington, a position he held 
from 1884 until 1888.  He then served as city 
attorney at Tacoma during the following year.  Next 
came several uneventful years during which he 
carried on a private law practice in the state of 
Washington. 

After serving as a member of the Washington 
House of Representatives for one year, 
Wickersham gave in to a desire to see Alaska, a 
country in whose future possibilities he placed 
profound belief.  In 1898 he arrived in Alaska with 
his wife, and, as he had said, “never went back.” 

Judge at Nome 
At no time during his more than four score years 

was Wickersham long away from public life.  



Almost immediately after coming to Alaska to live 
he was appointed United States district judge at 
Nome.  He assumed that office, his first in the 
Territory, at the moment when the air was filled 
with judicial scandals, resulting from the tactics of 
his unscrupulous predecessor.  The scandals had 
been a slap in the face to Alaskan justice and 
Wickersham proved beyond all doubt his ability 
and integrity as he restored law and order to the 
north country. 

Resigning from his position as judge, 
Wickersham became delegate to Congress in the 
year 1909.  Then, from that date, for more than a 
dozen years, he served Alaska as faithfully as any 
man possibly could.  He was delegate longer than 
any other man, labored constantly and untiringly to 
make Alaska the great country he was convinced it 
would one day be. 

Wickersham, a Progressive Republican, was 
elected and reelected year after year.  The political 
trend mattered little, as the Judge’s efforts were 
lauded and his presence in Congress was 
appreciated by the Alaska electorate. 

During more recent years since Wickersham had 
been en 
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Tues. Oct 24th, 1939. 
[clipping continued] 
gaged in private law practice, he had made his 
home continually in Juneau.  Mrs. Wickersham 
passed away in 1925 and in 1928 he married Mrs. 
Harry Bishop, a widow. 

Besides his interest in public life, Judge 
Wickersham carried on numerous other pursuits, 
writing and scientific studies.  He was assistant 
editor of the American Antiquarian and had written 
many articles on ethnology subjects.  He wrote 
“Mounds of Sangamon County,” a work describing 
Indian relics in the state of Illinois, where he lived 
as a youth.  That volume was done as a 
Smithsonian report.  More recently he had set 
down dozens of Alaskan tales and poems in a work 
glorifying the Territory in which he lived. 

Passing Mourned 
Today in Juneau scores of friends of the late 

Judge grieved at the loss of a sincere and just 
friend.  One of Wickersham’s chief interests in life 
during recent years centered about the weekly 
luncheons of the Bar Association, of which he was 
an extremely popular member. 

Jack Hellenthal, attorney who was a friend of the 
Judge’s for forty years, said this morning: “I am 
deeply grieved at the Judge’s passing.  He was a 
great man, respected and loved by all Alaskans.  
His greatest interest in public life was always for 
Alaska’s benefit. 

“The Judge took a delight in meeting every 
Saturday with the bar association.  He was an 
entertaining and interesting personality on such 
occasions and I don’t think he’d missed a meeting 
in several years until last Saturday.” 
 
[clipping] 

Famed Barrister 
Dies in Juneau 
This Morning 

Former Territorial Dele- 
gate to Washington 

Was Eighty-Two 
Service in Juneau 

Thursday night the remains will be shipped to the 
States for burial aboard the North Sea.  A service, 
however, will be held in Juneau Thursday 
afternoon at 2 o’clock. 

Dean Charles E. Rice will read the eulogy at the 
rites, to be held at the Chapel of the Charles W. 
Carter Mortuary. 
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[clipping] 

THE DAILY ALASKA EMPIRE, 
TUESDAY, OCT. 24, 1939 

JUDGE JAMES 
WICKERSHAM 

DEAD AT 82 
Former Delegate Passes 

Away at Hospital 
Early Today 

Judge James Wickersham, 82, Delegate to 
Congress for 14 years and one of the grand old 
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men of Alaska’s history, died early this morning at 
St. Ann’s Hospital. 

He had suffered a stroke last Saturday. The 
resulting illness claimed his life at 4:30 o’clock this 
morning. 

As Delegate from 1909 to 1921 and from 1931 to 
1933, Judge Wickersham’s principal achievement 
was the Alaska Act, known as the Wickersham Act, 
giving a measure of home rule to the Territory and 
setting up the system of Government which still 
prevails. 

39 years in Alaska 
Judge Wickersham came to Alaska in 1900.  He 

lived a year at Eagle, a year at Nome, two years at 
Valdez and 16 at Fairbanks.  Since 1921 he had 
been a Juneau resident, maintaining an office in 
the Valentine Building and appearing bright and 
early almost every morning, even though in 
retirement. 

Judge Wickersham on June 6, 1900, at the age 
of 43 was appointed Judge of the District Court in 
the Third Alaska Precinct, as it was then known.  At 
an age when most men were beginning to think 
about settling down for their declining years, Jim 
Wickersham was just beginning a public career 
which was to carry him far and high.  He was a 
Judge until December 31, 1907. 
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James Wickersham was born at Patoca, Marion 
County, Illinois, on August 24, 1857.  His father 
was Alexander Wickersham, a Kentuckian, and his 
mother Deborah Bell of Rochester, Illinois [his 
mother was Mary Jane McHaney, his wife is 
Deborah Bell] 

Career Outside 
He was admitted to the bar in 1880, became a 

Probate Judge in Pierce County, Washington, in 
1884 and City Attorney of Tacoma and a member 
of the Washington Legislature in 1898. 

Judge Wickersham belonged to the Sons of the 
American Revolution, the American 
Anthropological Association, the Asiatic Society of 
Japan, the Masonic Lodge, the Elks, Eagles, 

Moose and the Pioneers of Alaska. 
His “Bibliography of Alaskan Literature, 1724-

1934” [1924] won him lasting fame as an author 
and scholar.  His personal library, which has been 
kept intact in Juneau, is admitted to be the finest 
Alaska library anywhere. 

Besides the widow, Judge Wickersham is 
survived by a son, Lieut. Commander Darrell P. 
Wickersham of San Francisco. 

Pioneer, lawyer, jurist, author, congressman and 
crusader, Wickersham has been in the center of 
more stormy controversies than any other figure 
who has grown up with Alaska. 

Sent to Alaska 
In the state of Washington they said jokingly that 

Senator Addison G. Foster, a political crony, sent 
Wickersham to Alaska to get him out of 
Washington politics, and if he did he tossed a 
whole hornet’s nest into the midst of the young 
northern Territory.  He was fated in the North to 
share in the clean-up of Nome which followed the 
upsetting of a famous mining conspiracy which 
served the further purpose of providing the material 
for Rex Beach’s novel, “The Spoilers.”  He was in 
the Fairbanks district during the early fight of the 
Guggenheim interests for an Alaska foothold.  
Some of the history of that early fight also was 
translated into novel form in Beach’s “Iron Trail.” 

PIONEER ON LAST 
TRAIL 

[photograph of Judge Wickersham] 
JUDGE JAMES WICKERSHAM 
who passed away this morning. 

Party By Himself. 
Wickersham rode into Congress and stayed 

there on his anti-Guggenheim issue.  Originally a 
Republican, he became a “Progressive,” but more 
than anything else he was a whole party by himself 
in Alaska for a decade or more.  George Grigsby, 
the Democratic nominee, once was District 
Attorney at Nome and on the face of 1918 returns 
was elected as Delegate, but Wickersham 
contested and won the seat. 

While he spent long months in Washington 



awaiting the outcome of his contest, Wickersham 
worked on his Alaska history, which he 
subsequently retired to Juneau to finish. 

Among the important bills he introduced and 
succeeded in having passed in Congress were 
those incorporating the City of Fairbanks; 
establishing the Territorial Legislature; authorizing 
the location and construction of a Federal 
Government Railroad from Seward to Fairbanks; 
providing for the granting by the Federal 
Government of four sections of land as a site for 
the Agricultural College and School of Mines, now 
the University of Alaska, and for the setting aside 
of Section 33 in each township in the Tanana 
Valley for the support of the educational institution; 
and authorizing the erection of the Territorial and 
Federal Building at Juneau. 

Editor, Author 
Judge Wickersham edited eight volumes of the 

Alaska Law Reports, and is the author of “Old 
Yukon” a comprehensive historical work of 514 
pages, published last year. 

No man was more widely known in Alaska than 
Judge Wickersham.  In the course of his political 
and judicial activities he visited every part of the 
Territory. 

Memorial services will be held for Judge 
Wickersham at 2 o’clock Thursday afternoon at the 
Charles W. Carter Chapel here.  The body will be 
taken south by Mr. Wickersham on the vessel 
North Sea on Thursday night for cremation at 
Tacoma. 

Tributes 
Commenting on the death of Judge Wickersham, 

Gov. John W. Troy said today: “A very able man, a 
good lawyer and an earnest Alaskan, Judge 
Wickersham also one of the best informed people 
in the Territory on the history of Alaska.  I join the 
community in offering my sincerest sympathy to 
Mrs. Wickersham and his son.” 

Former Governor George A. Parks said: “I’ve 
known Judge Wickersham for 25 years.  He has 
done a lot of work for the Territory  and 
undoubtedly contributed much to its progress.  He 

had a vast knowledge of Alaska and its history.  
The records which he is leaving are going to be a 
good deal of interest for generations to come.” 
Collector of Customs James J. Connors said:  “I 
wish to express my heart-felt sympathy to Mrs. 
Wickersham.  The Judge was one of the grand old 
pioneers of Alaska.  He always had the interests of 
the Territory at heart and made one of the finest 
judges we ever had.  I esteem him as one of the 
real builders of Alaska.” 
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[clipping] 

MEMORIAL RITES 
TOMORROW FOR 
ALASKA JUDGE 

Wickersham Services at 
Elks’ Auditorium – Lie 

in State Tonight 
Memorial services for Judge James Wickersham, 

pioneer Alaskan and former Delegate to Congress, 
who passed away early yesterday morning at St. 
Ann’s Hospital, will be held tomorrow afternoon at 
2 o’clock in the Elks Auditorium. 

The rites will be conducted by Dean C.E. Rice 
and Jack Hellenthal will deliver the eulogy.  Music 
for the service will be by the Holy Trinity Cathedral 
Choir. 

The remains will be taken south tomorrow 
evening by Mrs. Wickersham on the steamer North 
Sea for cremation at Tacoma.  An escort form the 
Alaska Bar Association, Masonic Lodge and the 
Elks will accompany the remains to the ship. 

The casket will not be opened at the service 
tomorrow and friends who desire may call this 
evening after 7 o’clock at the Charles W. Carter 
Mortuary where the remains will lie in state. 

26 
[clipping] 

THE ALASKA DAILY PRESS 
JUNEAU, ALASKA, 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 25, 1939 
Wickersham Rites  

At Elks Hall 
Services for Judge James Wickersham, 



Alaska State Library – Historical Collections                                                                                                                    Diary of James Wickersham  
MS 107 BOX 7  DIARY 47                                                                                                                                                       April 27 through October 24, 1939 

prominent Juneau resident who died yesterday, will 
be held in Juneau at the Elks Hall tomorrow 
afternoon at 2 o’clock. 

Dean Charles E. Rice will conduct the service, 
and Jack Hellenthal will deliver the eulogy.  Music 
will be by the Trinity Cathedral Choir. 

Tomorrow night the remains will be shipped 
south aboard the S.S. North Sea for burial in the 
states. 

The casket will not be opened at the service, but 
friends wishing may call at the Charles W. Carter 
Mortuary this evening after 7 o’clock. 
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Alaska Loses a colorful Figure 

Passing of Judge James Wickersham Tuesday 
morning took from Alaska a most colorful figure.  
Perhaps to a greater extent than that of any other 
man, the career of Judge Wickersham was 
intimately identified with the development of this 
Territory. 

When Wickersham came North as District Judge 
of the Third Division, that district included much 
more area than now – including Nome – and it was 
as wild a sector as anyone could wish for.  Those 
were stormy days, but the Judge brought order out 
of confusion and emerged within a few years as 
Alaska’s dominant figure.  So well did he build that 
in the ensuing two decades whatever 
“Wickersham’ said was tantamount to law, and this 
applied whether he was in official position or 
temporarily on the sidelines “pulling the strings.” 

This personal power was not, however, abused.  
As a result of it Alaska received many of its lasting 
blessings, beginning with the Organic Act and first 
stages of home rule.  Further enumeration at this 
time would be a task, for the Judge’s public career 
was a long one. 

Only after “Wickersham” was long past the 
normal age of retirement was he content to leave 
public life, and even then he was definitely in touch 
with the current.  During his Alaska residence he 
accumulated what undoubtedly is the finest 
historical library on the Territory, and he added to it 
with volumes of his own. 

Of recent years “Wickersham” had been satisfied 
to maintain his law office in Juneau.  Still physically 
fit, mentally alert, it was an inspiration for younger 
men to see him of a morning, with springy step and 
cane swinging jauntily, passing down Seward 
street to open his office punctually. 

Not that the Judge chose to undertake a great 
deal of legal work during that time.  Occasionally 
he took a case, but for the most part he preferred 
that his time be his own.  During the early part of 
his career he undoubtedly had enemies – of the 
political variety – and, being the vigorous man he 
was, he fought them toe-to-toe, but during the 
mellowing later years there was a noticeable 
healing of old sores. Men who had once opposed 
him without asking quarter now came to reminisce 
with him and enjoy the keenness of his wit, which 
was present to the last. 

He was a kindly and indulgent counselor and his 
years had made his advice invaluable to some of 
youthful indecision.  There are those of us who 
found that, although there often was opportunity, 
his advice never favored his own desires in a 
situation but invariably furthered the interests of the 
asker. 

Judge Wickersham lived a full life; he 
accomplished important things for those with whom 
he lived; he must have gone away content. 
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MEMORIAL RITES 
TOMORROW FOR 
ALASKA JUDGE 

Wickersham Services at 
Elks’ Auditorium – Lie 

in State Tonight 
Memorial services for Judge James Wickersham, 

pioneer Alaskan and former Delegate to Congress, 
who passed away early yesterday morning at St. 
Ann’s Hospital, will be held tomorrow afternoon at 
2 o’clock in the Elks Auditorium. 

The rites will be conducted by Dean C.E. Rice 
and Jack Hellenthal will deliver the eulogy.  Music 
for the service will be by the Holy Trinity Cathedral 



Choir. 
The remains will be taken south tomorrow 

evening by Mrs. Wickersham on the steamer North 
Sea for cremation at Tacoma.  An escort form the 
Alaska Bar Association, Masonic Lodge and the 
Elks will accompany the remains to the ship. 
The casket will not be opened at the service 
tomorrow and friends who desire may call this 
evening after 7 o’clock at the Charles W. Carter 
Mortuary where the remains will lie in state. 
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THE DAILY ALASKA EMPIRE, 
WEDNESDAY, OCT. 25, 1939. 

ALASKA’S “WICKERSHAM” BURNS OUT; 
BUT HIS LIGHT SHINES ON 

Writing James Wickersham’s obituary is like 
putting lock and seal on an era in history.  There 
will never be another man like Judge Wickersham 
because there will never be another setting quite 
like Alaska, 1900-1939, to bring out the particular 
qualities for which the world will remember him. 

God gave James Wickersham character and 
talents which fit like the proverbial paper on the 
wall the time and place in which he found himself 
when he came north from Tacoma at the turn of 
the century.  Resourceful, determined, a forceful 
speaker, he made his way in Alaska to a fame 
which will never be forgotten. 

As a fearless judge at Valdez and Fairbanks in 
the early years of the century, as Delegate to 
Congress for 14 years, longer than any other man 
is ever likely to serve, as author and enactor of the 
Alaska Organic Act, as the scholar who compiled 
the “Bibliography of Alaskan Literature” and as a 
retired elder citizen of Juneau in his last years, 
James Wickersham is owed much honor by the 
Territory in whose service he labored. 

Two weeks ago last night Judge Wickersham, in 
his 83rd year, was a speaker at the testimonial 
dinner given by the people of Juneau for retiring 
Gov. John W. Troy.  Those who heard him then 
know he kept to the end the faculties which made 
him a big man in Alaska.  The body did not outlive 
the man; both left us at once yesterday, and left us 

poorer. 
Alaska will not forget James Wickersham.  His 

place in our history is secure. 
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Dr. Gruening 
Pays Tribute, 
Dead Jurist 

Declares Alaska Loses 
Great Pioneer in Pass- 

ing of Wickersham 
WASHINGTON, Oct.26.- Dr. Ernest Gruening, 

Director of Division of Territories and Island 
Possessions and probably future Governor of 
Alaska, said: 

“In the death of Judge James Wickersham, 
Alaska lost a great pioneer, a preeminent citizen 
whose public and private services to the 
community in many fields, in the halls of Congress, 
on the bench, at the bar and domain of letters is 
enduring and has helped make the Alaska of 
today.  His work and name will be imperishable 
and will be gratefully recorded in the Territory’s 
history.” 
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THE DAILY ALASKA EMPIRE, 
THURSDAY, OCT. 26, 1939 

WICKERSHAM IS 
PAID TRIBUTE; 

SERVICES TODAY 
Eulogy Credits Late Judge James Wickersham as 

Great in Efforts as 
Pioneer Alaskan 

Over a hundred saddened Alaskans gathered in 
the auditorium of the Elks this afternoon to pay 
tribute to the late Judge James Wickersham, 
pioneer Alaskan and former Delegate to Congress, 
on of the foremost figures in the building of the 
Territory, who passed away early Tuesday morning 
in St. Ann’s Hospital. 

At Mrs. Wickersham’s request floral offerings 
were limited to a lovely double casket spray from 
the Juneau Bar Association, of which the late 
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Judge Wickersham was long a member. 
Services, read by Dean C.E. Rice, were followed 

by the eulogy delivered by Jack Hellenthal, long 
time friend of Judge Wickersham, and member of 
the Bar Association. 

Hellenthal paid tribute to the late pioneer as a 
“giant” among men, “great” in his achievements, in 
his spirit, in his services for the Territory. 

Judge Wickersham, Hellenthal said, lived and 
died a pioneer, leaving his Illinois boyhood town for 
the Northwest, then the last frontier, following the 
newest frontiers to Alaska, bringing law to 
wilderness, building courthouses in his trail, fighting 
for Alaska in Congress, fathering the Organic Act 
and the right to representation of Alaska in 
Congress, battling courageously for everything he 
deemed right for Alaska and for Alaskans, a great 
man, a great Alaskan, whose greatness will never 
be forgotten so long as Alaska remains Alaska. 

Pallbearers at the service were George A. Parks, 
Harry G. Watson, Dr. A.W. Stewart, John 
Newmarker, Joe Waite, Trevor Davis, J.F. Mullen 
and Herb Redman. 

The Holy Trinity Cathedral Choir rendered music 
during the services. 

Tonight an escort of the pallbearers and 
members of the Bar Association will accompany 
the remains to the steamer North Sea on which 
Mrs. Wickersham is sailing, taking her late 
husband’s remains to Tacoma for cremation. 
 
[clipping] 

WICKERSHAM 
RITES WILL BE 

HELD IN SEATTLE 
SEATTLE, Oct. 30.-AP-Funeral services will be 

held at the Bonney Watson chapel here Thursday 
at 3 p.m. for Judge James Wickersham, who died 
at Juneau last week.  Mrs. Wickersham will bring 
the body here tomorrow.  Interment will be at 
Tacoma. 

Here for the funeral are two brothers, Frank of 
Cambria, Calif., and Harry Wickersham, Buckley, 
Wash., and a son, Darrell, San Francisco. 

Bishop Peter Trimble Rowe of the Episcopal 
church, a longtime friend, will fly here from 
California to conduct the services. 
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SEATTLE POST-INTELLIGENCER, 
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 25, 

Judge Wickersham, 
Noted Alaskan, Dies 
Long Illness Takes 

Pioneer Lawyer 
And Author 

JUNEAU, Alaska, Oct. 24.-(A.P.) – James 
Wickersham, eighty two, former congressional 
delegate and pioneer lawyer, federal judge, 
explorer, author and Bibliophile, died here today 
after a long illness climaxing in a stroke October 
21. 

The funeral will probably be Thursday, with the 
remains to be sent to Tacoma for cremation.  The 
ashes will be placed in the family vault there. 

One of the territory’s most noted citizens, he 
came north from Tacoma in 1900 under President 
McKinley’s appointment as judge of the Third 
Judicial District of Alaska.  He covered a circuit of 
300,000 square miles, much of it by dog sled; built 
courthouses and jails, organized towns, discovered 
gold, made the first attempts to scale Mount 
McKinley, edited a newspaper and tried many 
cases including the McKenzie-Noyes conspiracy 
case at Nome-the case which provided material for 
Rex Beach’s novel, “The Spoilers.” 
SERVED IN CONGRESS 

He was judge of the Fairbanks District during the 
early fight against the Guggenheim interests, a 
fight Beach made famous in “The Iron Trail.”  
Friends wanted to name the town Wickersham, but 
Judge Wickersham insisted it be named Fairbanks 
for McKinley’s vice president.  Fairbanks, however, 
has a Wickersham Street in his honor. 

Judge Wickersham served as federal judge until 
1907, once walking 520 miles to open a court 
session.  Campaigning on an anti-Guggenheim 
platform, he was elected to represent Alaska in the 



United States congress from 1909 to 1921 and 
again in the Seventy-second Congress, 1931-33. 

He was a delegate to the Republican national 
convention at Kansas City in 1928. 

He wed Daborah S. Bell of Rochester, Ill., in 
1880, the year he was admitted to the bar.  She 
died in 1926.  Their son, Lieutenant Commander 
Darrell P. Wickersham is a San Francisco resident.  
A niece, Ruth Coffin, lives in Seattle. 
TACOMA CITY ATTORNEY 

In 1928, Judge Wickersham wed Mrs. Grace 
Bishop, widow of a United States marshal at 
Juneau and sister of the late Henry Vrooman, an 
American electrical engineer of Barcelona, Spain. 

Wickersham served as probate judge in Pierce 
County, Wash., from 1884-1888 and as city 
attorney for Tacoma in 1893 and 1894.  He was a 
member of the Washington territorial house of 
representatives in 1898. 

His interests were widespread.  He was a 
member of the Sons of the American Revolution, 
American Anthropological Association, Asiatic 
Society of Japan, besides pioneer and fraternal 
organizations. 
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{New York Tribune  
Oct 24, 1939.} 
Wickersham, 
Early Jurist in 

Alaska, Is Dead 
Explorer, 82, Served Long 
as Delegate to Congress; 
Set Up a ‘Floating’ Court 

JUNEAU, Alaska, Oct. 24 (AP). – James 
Wickersham, former Congressional delegate from 
Alaska, who was an early explorer and jurist here, 
died today.  He was eighty-two years old.  He 
came from Tacoma, Wash., in 1900 under 
appointment from President McKinley as judge of 
the Third Judicial District of Alaska. 

Held “Floating” Court Off Coast 
One of Rex Beach’s first novels, “The Spoilers,” 

was written about incidents in Alaska which 

residents recognized as associated with the early 
court trials conducted by Mr. Wickersham. 

Mr. Wickersham served as a delegate from 
Congress from Alaska from 1909 to 1921 and 
again from 1931 to 1933.  Born in Patoka, Ill., of 
early pioneer ancestry, he studied law at 
Springfield for a brief time and then moved to 
Tacoma in 1883.  There he served a year as city 
attorney, winning a judgment for the city against 
the Tacoma Light and Water Company which was 
settled for $100,000 and the return of the plant to 
the city. 

As a Republican he served a term in the 
Washington Legislature.  In 1900 President 
McKinley named him judge of division three of the 
Territory of Alaska, and Mr. Wickersham 
established the first court at Eagle City. 

The court district covered 300,000 square miles 
and the judge used a dog sled to travel from town 
to town.  He organized all the district’s minor courts 
and in 1903 held a “floating” court along the coast 
in the trial for title to the famous Kennecott copper 
mine. 

In 1903 Mr. Wickersham, with four companions; 
attempted to climb Mt. McKinley.  The group 
reached a height of 10,000 feet.  On this expedition 
he discovered and located the first gold mining 
claims in the Kantishna mining district. 

In his first twelve years of membership in the 
House at Washington Mr. Wickersham had a 
stormy career.  He engaged in a fist fight with the 
late Representative Frank W. Mondell, of 
Wyoming, when the latter was accused of passing 
the word “liar” to Wickersham.  The fight on the 
House floor was halted by fellow members. 

He sponsored much legislation for Alaska, 
including the bills creating the Alaskan Legislature 
in 1912, the Federal railroad between Seward and 
Fairbanks, the Alaskan public school system and 
the Alaska prohibition act of 1917.  Mr. 
Wickersham returned to Congress in the 1930 
election, but after one term was retired.  He went 
back to Juneau in 1933 to practice law. 

Mr. Wickersham compiled the “Alaska Territory 
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Law Reports” of seven volumes and “A 
Bibliography of Alaskan Literature, 1724-1924.”  
The latter is a catalogue of more than 10,000 items 
in his personal library of Alaska. 

He was a member of the American 
Anthropological Association, the Linguistic Society 
of America, Sons of the American Revolution, and 
the Asiatic Society of Japan.  He was a frequent 
contributor to magazines, with articles on Alaskan 
affairs. 

Mr. Wickersham married Deborah Susan Bell, of 
Rochester, Ill., in 1880.  She died in 1926.  A son, 
Darrell Palmer Wickersham, survives.  Surviving 
also is Mr. Wickersham’s second wife, the former 
Mrs. Grace Vrooman Bishop, formerly of Seattle, 
whom he married in 1928. 
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{Oct. 24, 1939.} 
THE SEATTLE DAILY TIMES 
Judge Wickersham, Famous 

In Alaskan History, Dies 
JUNEAU, Alaska, Tuesday, Oct. 24.-(AP)-James 

Wickersham, 82 years old, former congressional 
delegate and pioneer lawyer, federal judge, 
explorer, author and bibliophile, died here today 
after a long illness.  He suffered a stroke Saturday. 

The funeral probably will be Thursday with the 
remains to be sent to Tacoma for cremation.  The 
ashes will be placed in the family vault there. 

One of the territory’s most noted citizens, he 
came north form Tacoma in 1900 under President 
McKinley’s appointment as judge of the Third 
Judicial District of Alaska.  He covered a circuit of 
300,000 square miles, much of it by dog sled; built 
courthouses and jails, organized towns, discovered 
gold, made the first attempt to scale Mount 
McKinley, edited a newspaper and tried many 
cases, including the McKenzie-Noyes conspiracy 
cases at Nome-the case which provided material 
for Rex Beach’s novel, “The Spoilers.” 

Elected as Delegate 
Judge Wickersham was in the Fairbanks district 

during the early fight against Guggenheim 

interests, a fight Beach made famous in “The Iron 
Trail.”  Friends wanted to name the town 
Wickersham, but Wickersham insisted it be named 
Fairbanks for McKinley’s vice president.  
Fairbanks, however has a Street in his honor. 

Wickersham served as federal judge until 1907, 
once walking 520 miles to open a court session.  
Campaigning on an anti-Guggenheim platform, he 
was elected to represent Alaska in the United 
States Congress from 1909 to 1921 and again in 
the Sevety-Second Congress, 1931-1933. 

The judge was a delegate to the Republican 
National Convention at Kansas City in 1928. 

Wickersham retired to write a book about Alaska.  
Also it was, necessarily, part autobiography, 
covering the period 1900 to 1938 under the title 
“Old Yukon.”  Also he published “Bibliography of 
Alaskan Literature, 1724-1924,” based on his 
studies in his own library of 10,000 books 
concerning Alaska.  He edited the seven-volume 
“Alaska Territory Law Reports,” too. 

Included in his book collection, exhibited in 
Seattle this fall, were such rarities as The Gospel 
According to St. Mathew, printed in the old Oregon 
Missions in 1845; a copy of Boulet’s Youths’ 
Companion, printed at Tualip in 1882, and 
almanacs for Oregon, Washington and Idaho for 
1859 to 1873. 

Born at Patoka, Ill. August 25, 1857, he received 
only a common schooling and it was not until four 
years ago that he received a college degree, an 
honorary LL.D., from the Territorial University at 
Fairbanks. 

He wed Deborah S. Bell of Rochester, Ill., in 
1880, the year he was admitted to the bar.  She 
died in 1926.  Their son, Lieut. Comdr. Darrell P. 
Wickersham, U.S.N., is a San Francisco resident.  
A niece, Ruth Coffin, lives in Seattle. 

Of Many Interests 
In 1928, Judge Wickersham wed Mrs. Grace 

Bishop, widow of a United Sates marshal at 
Juneau and sister of the late Henry Vrooman, an 
American electrical engineer of Barcelona Spain. 

Wickersham served as probate judge in Pierce 



County from 1884 to 1888 and as city attorney for 
Tacoma in 1893 and 1894.  He was a member of 
the Washington Territorial House of 
Representatives in 1898. 

His interests were widespread.  He was a 
member of the Sons of the American Revolution, 
American Anthropological Association, Asiatic 
Society of Japan, besides pioneer and fraternal 
organizations. 
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SEATTLE, WASHINGTON,  
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 27, 1939 

[Photograph of Judge Wickersham] 
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ALASKA’S FIRST CITIZEN 
PASSES AWAY AT JUNEAU 
Judge James Wickersham, Judge, Lawmaker and 

Representative of the Territory in Congress for 
Many Years,  

Suffers Fatal Stroke in Territory’s Capital; Remains 
to Be Brought to Former Home, Tacoma, for 

Interment 
JUNEAU.-James Wickersham 82, former 

congressional delegate and pioneer lawyer, federal 
judge, explorer, author and Bibliophile, died here 
Tuesday, October 24, after a long illness climaxing 
in a stroke October 21. 

The funeral was set for Thursday of this week, 
with the remains to be sent to Tacoma for 
cremation.  The ashes will be placed in the family 
vault there. 

A friend among friends, a scholar of the highest 
attainments, a man of superb fighting qualities and 
spirit, a gentleman in the finest sense and first, last, 
and always a militantly loyal Alaskan, the Territory 
lost its grandest old man in the passing of Judge 
James Wickersham. 

He came north from Tacoma in 1900, having 
been appointed to the judgeship of the Third 
Judicial Division by President McKinley.  With a 
jurisdiction comprising more than 300,000 square 
miles, he traveled by canoe, dog team and on 

snowshoes to introduce the white man’s brand of 
justice to the north. 

During his term in office, he built courthouses, 
jails, aided in organizing towns, was one of the first 
to attempt to scale Mount McKinley.  He tried 
cases all over the Territory, including the infamous 
McKenzie-Noyes conspiracy case on the Seward 
Peninsula. 

Walking over the trail from Eagle to what is now 
Fairbanks, he was one of the first residents of the 
town. 

He was judge of the Fairbanks District during the 
early fight against the Guggenheim interests, a 
fight Beach made famous in “The Iron Trail.”  
Friends wanted to name the town Wickersham, but 
Judge Wickersham insisted it be named Fairbanks 
for McKinley’s Vice-President.  Fairbanks, 
however, has a Wickersham Street in his honor. 

Judge Wickersham served as federal judge until 
1907, once walking 520 miles to open a court 
session.  Campaigning on an anti-Guggenheim 
platform, he was elected to represent Alaska in the 
United States Congress from 1909 to 1921 and 
again in the 72nd Congress, 1931-1933. 

He wed Daborah S. Bell of Rochester, Ill., in 
1880, the year he was admitted to the bar.  She 
died in 1926.  Their son, Lieutenant Commander 
Darrell P. Wickersham, is a San Francisco 
resident.  A niece, Ruth Coffin, lives in Seattle. 

Tacoma City Attorney 
In 1928, Judge Wickersham wed Mrs. Grace 

Bishop, widow of a United States marshal at 
Juneau and sister of the late Henry Vrooman, an 
American electrical engineer of Barcelona, Spain. 

Wickersham served as probate judge in Pierce 
County, Wash., from 1884 to 1888 and as city 
attorney for Tacoma in1893 and 1894.  He was a 
member of the Washington house of 
representatives in 1898. 
His interests were widespread.  He was a member 
of the Sons of the American Revolution, American 

Anthropological Association, Asiatic Society of 
Japan, besides pioneer and fraternal organization. 
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October 27 [clipping] 
THE TACOMA NEWS TRIBUNE, 

TACOMA, WASH. 
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 27, 1939 

Judge Wickersham 
Tacoma has had a close relationship with Alaska 

since the Gold Rush days, a strong bond being the 
fact that one of the territory’s most famous citizens, 
James Wickersham, was a former resident of this 
city.  He died this week in Juneau at the age of 82. 

Appointed as a federal judge by President 
McKinley, Wickersham had devoted almost 
twoscore years to serving, as jurist, representative 
in Congress, editor and author, the territory he 
loved. 

Wickersham was a circuit judge in the pioneer 
sense.  Instead of traveling by plane or air-cooled 
train from one comfortable courtroom to another, 
Judge Wickersham traveled his 300,000-square-
mile circuit by boat, dogsled and often on foot.  He 
did not find the law functioning in distant gold 
camps.  He established law, built courthouses and 
jails! 

Immensely interested in all that went on about 
him, Judge Wickersham was an ardent explorer 
and made the first attempt to scale Mt. McKinley. 

In his death, Alaska has lost a link with its past-a 
link, however, which has been preserved in “Old 
Yukon-Tales, Trails and Trials” in which, perhaps, 
Judge Wickersham has given us one of the most 
authentic pictures of pioneer days in the territory. 

Incidentally, up to the time of his death, Judge 
Wickersham was the sole survivor of the first board 
of trustees of the Washington State Historical 
society. 
 
[clipping] 

WICKERSHAM’S 
ASHES WILL BE 
BROUGHT HERE 

Following services for Judge James 
Wickersham, who died last week in Juneau, to be 
held Thursday at 3 p.m. at the Bonney-Watson 
chapel in Seattle, the body will be cremated.  The 

ashes will be brought to the Tacoma cemetery for 
burial.  There will be no services at the cemetery. 

Bishop Peter Trimble Rowe of the Episcopal 
church in California will fly to Seattle to conduct the 
rights.  Mrs. Wickersham is bringing the body to 
Seattle.  A son, Darrell, of San Francisco, and two 
brothers, Frank of Cambria, Calif., and Harry of 
Buckley, are in Seattle for the services. 
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FAIRBANKS DAILY NEWS MINER 
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 25, 1939 

Passing of Great Alaskan 
Alaska witnessed the passing yesterday of a 

great adopted son and citizen, Judge James 
Wickersham.  At the age of 82 years, he went to 
his reward with a credit of 59 years of public 
service, 39 of which was devoted solely to the 
interests of Alaska. 

No figure of contemporaneous times has been 
so identified with the progress and labors of 
achievement on behalf of the territory.  Seven 
years as a jurist on the highest bench of the land 
and 21[12] years as delegate to congress and in 
the interim as one devoted to the weal and welfare 
of the country in many a responsible capacity, he 
served Alaska with all his tireless energy, genius 
and superior ability. 

In twenty years of similar service, following his 
admittance to the bar in Washington, he there laid 
the foundation of experience which became a 
heritage of Alaska. 

His was a life of prodigious accomplishment.  As 
judge, legislator and author he toiled ceaselessly – 
often entering the arena as a fearless fighter for 
what he deemed right and in the public interest, 
and seldom failing to emerge victorious. 

Many of the progressive steps in the history of 
Alaska of his day, are attributable directly to his 
efforts. 

Of pioneer stock that helped by progressive 
steps to conquer the Middle West, the Far West 
and the Far North, he ever held to the tradition of 
the pioneer spirit that is the embodiment of the 



individual and collective initiative and progress, on 
which is laid the foundation of every new state. 

His devotion to this spirit is reflected in his great 
task of compiling the Law Reports of Alaska in 
eight volumes, the assembling and publication of a 
huge Bibliography of Alaskan literature, covering 
the period from 1724-1924, with later revisions and 
additions; the writing of other volumes of great 
historical value; collecting of copies of all available 
early books and newspapers, and records-which 
will be passed on to posterity – a priceless 
heritage. 

Interior Alaska always will be grateful and 
cherish his memory as the author of the acts of 
congress resulting in the construction of the Alaska 
Railroad and establishment of the University of 
Alaska – his services as judge and dispenser of 
justice in the early days of her great gold 
stampedes – and his part in helping found the 
cities of Fairbanks, Nome and other towns and 
communities which today exist and flourish largely 
because of the part he played in pioneering the 
way. 

Few indeed have been blessed with such genius 
and ability – and few rise to such eminence.  
Alaska long will honor and cherish the name of 
James Wickersham, great Alaskan, by virtue of 
whose life present and future generations are 
blessed with the privilege of carrying on in the 
great task of building of a greater Alaska. 
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Fairbanks Daily News – Miner 
JUDGE JAMES WICKERSHAM DIES 

Diary 47, 1939 
October 27 

27 
[clipping continued] 

Outstanding Alaska 
Citizen Passes At  

Juneau After Stroke 
Lawyer, Judge, Delegate to Congress and Brilliant 

Author, Suffered Stroke Saturday, 
Taken to Hospital Sunday 

and Died Today; Services Will Be Held 
Thursday at Juneau 

JUNEAU, Oct. 24. – Judge James Wickersham, 
82, former Delegate to Congress, died early this 
morning in St. Ann’s hospital where he was taken 
Sunday following a stroke on Saturday. 

Judge Wickersham is survived by his widow and 
son, Darrell P. Wickersham, Lieutenant 
Commander in the Navy and living at San 
Francisco. 

Funeral services will probably be held here 
Thursday and the remains shipped Friday to 
Tacoma for cremation and the ashes placed in the 
family vault. 

Notable Career 
Judge Wickersham celebrated his 82nd birthday 

on August 24 of this year, when he was the guest 
of honor at a dinner given by the Juneau bar, and 
received many telegrams of congratulations from 
friends throughout Alaska and the States. 

Born at Patoka, Illinois, he was the son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Alexander Wickersham, pioneers of the 
State of Washington – still a territory, when they 
migrated west and settled in the vicinity of Olympia.  
Taking up the study of law and aligning himself 
with the Republican party, young Wickersham’s 
rise to prominence was rapid. 

He was admitted to the bar in Washington in 
1880, eight years before it became a state; was 
probate judge of Pierce County Washington, 
whose seat is Tacoma, from 1884 to 1888; city 
attorney of Tacoma in 1893-94, under Mayor Ed. 
S. Orr, later prominent pioneer of Fairbanks and 
Dawson; and member of the house of 
representatives of the State of Washington in 1898.
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Judge James 
Wickersham 

Is Called 
Comes to Alaska 

In June, 1900, when congress passed the act 
extending civil government to Alaska, and 
authorizing two additional district judges for the 
northern part of the territory, Wickersham was 
appointed judge for the division covering the Yukon 
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basin, with headquarters at Eagle. 
Later he came to Fairbanks and established the 

first court here, and transmitted to Washington the 
recommendation which resulted in the naming of 
the town “Fairbanks.”  Later he served as judge at 
Nome in the hectic days of the gold rush; and in 
other parts of the Territory.  His total period of 
service as judge in Alaska extended from 1900 to 
1907. 

Long in Congress 
He was elected and served as delegate to 

congress from Alaska in the 61st and the 66th 
congress (1909 to 1921); and in the 72nd congress, 
1931-33. 

He was delegate to the Republican National 
Convention in 1928, at Kansas City; member of the 
Sons of the American Revolution; the American 
Anthropological Association; the Asiatic Society of 
Japan, the Pioneers of Alaska, the Loyal Order of 
Moose, and the Masonic Order. 

Noted Author 
As an author Judge Wickersham was 

outstanding, compiling and publishing the Law 
Reports of the Territory of Alaska in eight volumes, 
covering the period from 1867 to 1935; a 
Bibliography of Alaskan Literature, covering the 
period from 1724-1924, with later revisions and 
additions; and the review of his Alaskan 
experiences in a volume entitled “Old Yukon” 
issued in 1938. 

Wickersham secured the passage of the organic 
act, or constitution of Alaska; and was instrumental 
in the passage of the acts whereby the Alaska 
Railroad and the University of Alaska became 
realities. 

In 1935 the University of Alaska conferred upon 
him the degree of Doctor of Laws. 

Judge Wickersham was married twice; first to 
Deborah S. Bell of Rochester, Illinois, who died 
October 27, 1880 [1926]; and in 1928 to Mrs. 
Grace Bishop of Juneau, who survives him and 
has been his constant helpmate and companion 
through the years and to the end. 

For many years he has made his home in 

Juneau, always a mecca for the many pioneers 
and Alaskans who formed his legion of friends. 
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LAST HONORS ARE PAID TO 
JUDGE JAMES WICKERSHAM 

{Alaska Weekly          Friday Nov. 3, 1939} 
Bishop Peter Trimble Rowe Pays Last Tribute to 
Memory of Late Alaskan Jurist and Legislator.  

Great Throng of Alaskans Present 
In a chapel banked with beautiful flowers, 

hundreds of Alaskan sourdoughs gathered 
yesterday to pay their last respects to the late 
Judge James Wickersham. 

Although the services were set for three p.m., 
long before that time, the crowd began to gather 
and when Bishop Peter Trimble Rowe in the 
surplice and robes of a bishop of the Episcopalian 
diocese of Alaska, marched down the aisle, prayer 
book in hand, there was not a vacant chair in the 
chapel, with the overflow crowding the ante room. 

It was a hard service for Bishop Rowe to read.  
During the past four decades, his life has been so 
linked with the life of Judge Wickersham, that at 
times tears swelled his throat and it was difficult for 
him to carry on, but with the courage that has 
topped a thousand hills, and won out over the 
thousands of miles of trail in the North, he went 
through. 

He told of many meetings with Judge 
Wickersham on the trails of the Far North and 
many an old-timer in the throng could see the 
picture, Judge Wickersham out in front of his dog 
team, parka open at the throat, fur cap in hand, 
and his graying hair touched with frost. 

One spreading the Gospel of God throughout the 
North, the other spreading law and justice of the 
country, two men, friends through all the years, and 
still close together even though one had gone on. 

No wonder Bishop Rowe’s voice clogged with 
tears, and as he finished his eulogy, there were 
few dry eyes in the chapel. 

The remains will be taken to Tacoma for 
cremation, after which the ashes will be placed in 



the Wickersham family vault in Tacoma. 
 
[clipping] 

{sent me from Seattle Oct. 31, 1939} 
POST-INTELLIGENCER 

WICKERSHAM 
FUNERAL HERE 

With friends of northern camps and trails 
attending funeral services for James Wickersham, 
Alaska’s grand old man, will be held at the Bonney-
Watson chapel next Thursday afternoon at 3 
o’clock. 

He died a week ago at his home in Juneau and 
the body is to arrive in Seattle on the liner North 
Sea, accompanied by his widow, Grace, today. 

Bishop Peter Trimble Rowe, his friend of many 
years, is flying from California to conduct the 
funeral services. 

Judge Wickersham, eighty-two, was Alaska’s 
former delegate to congress and he had also 
served as a federal judge in Alaska, where he was 
a pioneer of the bar. 

In recent years he devoted his time to writing the 
history of the territory and his autobiography. 

In addition to his widow, other members of the 
family to attend the services will be his son, Darrell, 
of San Francisco, and two brothers, Harry of 
Buckley and Frank of Cambria, Calif. 
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Judge Wickersham 
Passes After Long 
Service in Alaska 

Early in the morning of October 24, a grand old 
man of Alaska, probably the most colorful and well 
known figure in the North, and a Brother Elk, 
passed away at St. Ann’s Hospital – The 
Honorable Judge James Wickersham. 

Few who saw the North did not know 
“Wickersham” as he was known to his friends.  
Few who came to the North were not known by 
Wickersham. 

Death came a the age of 82 years after nearly 
half of that span of life in Alaska, fighting for 

Alaska, serving Alaska, praising its wonders, 
writing its glories and living the Alaska life he so 
dearly loved. 

Surviving him were his widow and a son, Lieut. 
Comdr. Darrell P. Wickersham, of San Francisco. 

As Delegate from 1909 to 1921 and from 1931-
1933, Judge Wickersham’s principal achievement 
was the Alaska Act, known as the Wickersham Act, 
giving a measure of home rule to the Territory and 
setting up the system of government which still 
prevails. 

Judge Wickersham came to Alaska in 1900.  He 
lived a year at Eagle, a year at Nome, two years at 
Valdez and 16 at Fairbanks.  Since 1921 he had 
been a Juneau resident, maintaining an office in 
the Valentine Building and appearing bright and 
early almost every morning, even though in 
retirement. 

His “Bibliography of Alaskan Literature, 1724-
1934[1924]” won him lasting fame as an author 
and scholar.  His personal library, which has been 
kept intact in Alaska is admitted to be the finest 
Alaska library anywhere. 

Pioneer, lawyer, jurist, author, congressman and 
crusader, Wickersham has been in the center of 
more stormy controversies than any other figure 
who has grown up with Alaska. 

In the Sate of Washington they said jokingly that 
Senator Addison G. Foster, a political crony, sent 
Wickersham to Alaska to get him out of 
Washington politics, and if he did he tossed a 
whole hornet’s nest into the midst of the young 
northern Territory.  He was fated in the North to 
share in the cleanup of Nome which followed the 
upsetting of a famous mining conspiracy which 
served the further purpose of providing the material 
for Rex Beach’s novel, “The Spoilers.”  He was in 
the Fairbanks district during the early fight of the 
Guggenheim interests for an Alaska foothold.  
Some of the history of that early fight also was 
translated into novel form in Beach’s “Iron Trail.” 

Wickersham rode into Congress and stayed 
there on his anti-Guggenheim issue.  Originally a 
Republican, he became a “Progressive,” but more 
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than anything else he was a whole party by 
himself.  George Grigsby, the Democratic nominee, 
once was District Attorney at Nome and on the 
face of 1918 returns was elected as Delegate, but 
Wickersham contested and won the seat. 

While he spent long months in Washington 
awaiting the outcome of his contest, Wickersham 
worked on his Alaska history, which he 
subsequently retired to Juneau to finish. 

Among the important bills he introduced and 
succeeded in having passed in Congress were 
those incorporating the City of Fairbanks; 
establishing the  
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Territorial Legislature; authorizing the location and 
construction of a Federal Government Railroad 
from Seward to Fairbanks; providing for the 
granting by the Federal Government of four 
sections of land as a site for the Agricultural 
College and School of Mines, now the University of 
Alaska, and for the setting aside of Section 33 in 
each township in the Tanana Valley for the support 
of the educational institution; and authorizing the 
erection of the Territorial and Federal Building at 
Juneau. 

Judge Wickersham edited eight volumes of the 
Alaska Law Reports, and is the author of “Old 
Yukon,” a comprehensive historical work of 514 
pages, published the same year. 

Stormy, trigger-quick conversationalist, heavily 
knowledged “Wickersham” has left us and hit the 
trail with the other pioneers of Alaska that 
preceded him in death. 

Alaska lost a grand man who lived a grand life 
for Alaska. 

 
[clipping] 

IN MEMORIUM 
JAMES WICKERSHAM 
Born August 24, 1957 

Affiliated October 30, 1935 
Died October 23, 1939 

----------------------- 

HANS WICK 
[of Petersburg] 

Born March 9, 1882 
Initiated January 26, 1928 

Died October 28, 1939 
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[clipping] 
Bar Honors 
Late Judge 

Resolutions on Death of 
Wickersham Adopted 

at Ketchikan Court 
Last Saturday in the District Court at Ketchikan a 

joint report was presented to the court on behalf of 
the members of the bar of Juneau and Ketchikan 
on the death of Judge James Wickersham.  
Committees had been appointed the week before 
by the Bar Associations of the two places to 
prepare suitable resolutions. 

Upon presentation of the report the court set 
aside the remainder of the forenoon session to 
honor the memory of Judge Wickersham. 

Tributes were paid to the late member of the bar, 
jurist and distinguished citizen by H.L. Faulkner on 
behalf of the Juneau Bar, by Judge Lester O. Gore 
on behalf of the Ketchikan Bar and by Judge 
George F. Alexander. 

The proceedings were ordered spread upon the 
court records of November 4 and entered in the 
journals at Ketchikan and Juneau.  The following is 
the report and resolution: 

The proceedings of the Bar of Ketchikan and 
Juneau, appointed to prepare suitable resolutions 
on the death of Judge Wickersham, herewith 
present to the Court the following: 

Our esteemed friend and brother member of the 
Bar and former Judge of this Court, Honorable 
James Wickersham, after a long life and many 
useful years spent in the service of the Territory, 
having been called by death on October 24, 1939, 
at Juneau. 

And the members of the Bar of Ketchikan and of 



Juneau, feeling most keenly the loss of its most 
distinguished member; one who has made a name 
for himself which will live as long as recorded 
history; a name as Judge, Representative of 
Alaska in Congress, lawyer, friend, neighbor and 
citizen of the highest character, come now before 
the Court at Ketchikan, over which our esteemed 
friend at one time so ably presided, and request 
the Court to order spread upon the journal of this 
day’s proceedings, the following resolution: 

RESOLVED:  That in the death of Honorable 
James Wickersham the Territory of Alaska has lost 
one of its foremost, most beloved and most valued 
citizens, the Bar of Alaska one of its most 
distinguished and outstanding members, esteemed 
by all as one of the wisest and best, and his wife a 
loving husband, constant and dear companion and 
source of strength and happiness; 

That we extend to Mrs. Grace Wickersham our 
most profound sympathy, and while conscious of 
the fact that any attempt on our part to beguile her 
from her grief at this time would be weak and 
fruitless, we know that she will always take solemn 
pride in the privilege which was hers in the 
companionship of our late friend and brother at a 
time when his life was at its fullest and best. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: 
That on this day, in Open Court, a time be set 

aside to honor  the memory of Judge Wickersham, 
when the members of the Bar of this Court may 
express their appreciation of his work, and their 
sorrow in their loss and the loss of the Territory, 
and  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: 
That a copy of this Resolution, after being spread 

upon the journals of the court in Ketchikan and 
Juneau, be sent by the Clerk to Mrs. Wickersham. 

HARRY G. McCAIN, 
Chairman of Ketchikan Committee. 

H.L. FAULKNER, 
Chairman of Juneau Committee. 

ORDER 
IT IS HEREBY ORDERED, That the foregoing 

Report and Resolution of the Ketchikan and 

Juneau Bar Associations be spread upon the 
minutes of this day’s court proceedings and 
entered in the journals at Juneau and Ketchikan. 

DONE IN OPEN COURT at Ketchikan, Alaska, 
this 4th day of November, 1939. 

GEORGE F. ALEXANDER, 
District Judge. 
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WICKERSHAM 

WILL FILED 
FOR PROBATE 

{Empire, Nov. 22, 1939} 
Widow, Son Left $23,100 

Estate – Painting and 
Moose for Territory 

Bequeathing property valued conservatively at 
$23,100, the will of the late James Wickersham 
was offered for probate today at the office of U.S. 
Commissioner Felix Gray. 

The will, drawn by the former Judge and 
Delegate just 10 days before his death, left the bulk 
of the estate to the widow, Grace Wickersham of 
Juneau, and his son, Darrell Palmer Wickersham 
of San Francisco. 

To the Territory of Alaska was left a large oil 
painting of William H. Seward to be hung in the 
Governor’s office ands a great mounted moose 
head for the Territorial Legislative Hall.  The moose 
head, now in the Alaska Game Commission office, 
was a gift to Judge Wickersham by friends in 
Cordova in 1912 following passage of the Alaska 
Organic Act. 

Outside the widow, son and the Territory, there 
were no other beneficiaries. 

Library Left Widow 
The famous Wickersham library of Alaskan 

literature was left to Mrs. Wickersham with the 
hope that it might be sold in a body to “some 
institution of learning.”  In the petition for probate, 
also filed today, the library is estimated as worth 
$10,000.  The collection consists of books, 
histories, pictures, baskets and anthropological 
specimens. 

The will chose Mrs. Wickersham as executrix 
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and Darrell Wickersham as executor.  Witnesses to 
its signing on October 14 were Mildred R. Hermann 
and Russell A. Hermann.  Mrs. Hermann is 
representing Mrs. Wickersham in the probate 
procedure.  A hearing on the widow’s petition for 
probate and appointment of executrix has been set 
by Judge Gray for December 6. 

Wickersham requested in the will that his body 
be cremated and the ashes buried with the bodies 
of his first wife and their two sons at Tacoma.  The 
widow also is to be buried there if she so directs, 
the will provides. 

Property Listed 
To Mrs. Wickersham is left the Wickersham 

home and two lots at Seventh and Seward Streets, 
valued at $8,500; 160 acres of land near Homer; a 
house and lot between the Bishop Apartments and 
the Northern Light Presbyterian Church, valued at 
$3,000; the furnishings of the two houses, valued 
at $1,000; office equipment and lawbooks, valued 
at $500; three lots in Tacoma and two in Seattle; all 
other real and personal property in Alaska, and 
cash and credits estimated at $100. 

To the son is left a dairy ranch in the State of 
Washington, the cemetery lot in Tacoma where 
Darrell’s mother is buried; a gold nugget-covered 
watch and chain presented by the Fairbanks Bar in 
1907; a copy of the book, “Lewis and Dryden’s 
Marine History of the Pacific Northwest 1895,” and 
the Judge’s [Darrell’s] Grandmother’s family Bible 
“with her name, Susan Bell, on the cover.” 
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{Alaska Press – Juneau} 
NOTICE OF HEARING ON PE- 

TITION FOR PROBATE OF 
WILL AND APPOINTMENT 

OF EXECUTRIX 
In the Probate Court for the 

Territory of Alaska, Division 
Number One, Juneau Precinct. 

Before the Honorable Felix 
Gray, United States, Commis- 
ioner and ex-officio probate 

judge. 
IN THE MATTER of the Last Will and Testament 

of James Wickersham, deceased. 
Notice is hereby given that Mrs. Grace 

Wickersham has petitioned the above entitled 
Court for an order directing the probate of the Last 
Will and Testament of James Wickersham, 
deceased and for the appointment of herself as 
executrix thereof, and of the estate of said 
decedent, and it is ordered that a hearing be held 
upon such petition before the undersigned at 
Juneau, Alaska, on the 6th day of December, 1939, 
at 10 A.M. at which time and place any person 
interested may appear and contest the petition as 
provided by law. 

Witness my hand and official seal this 22nd day of 
November, 1939, at Juneau, Alaska. 

(SEAL) 
FELIX GRAY 
U.S. Commissioner and 
ex-officio probate judge. 

First Pub. 11-22-1939 
Last Pub. 12-4-1939 
 
[clipping] 

JUDGE JAMES WICKERSHAM 
Funeral services for James Wickersham, 82 

years old, former United States District Court judge 
in Alaska and one-time congressional delegate 
from the territory, will be held at 3 o’clock Thursday 
at the Bonney-Watson Funeral Home. 

The Right Rev. Peter T. Rowe, bishop of the 
Episcopal Diocese of Alaska, who now is in 
California on business, will fly to Seattle to conduct 
the service, it was announced today.  The body of 
Judge Wickersham, who died last Tuesday in 
Juneau, resided in Tacoma before going to Alaska 
in 1900. 

Surviving are the widow, Grace, Juneau; a son, 
Darrell P. Wickersham, U.S.N., San Francisco; two 
brothers, Harry. of Buckley, Pierce County, and 
Frank Wickersham, Cambria, Calif., and a niece, 
Ruth Coffin, Seattle. 
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{Alaska  

Daily Empire 
March 30, 1941 

Seward Portrait 
Given to Territory 
By Wickersham Estate 

Carrying out an expressed desire of the late 
Judge James Wickersham, the oil painting of 
Secretary William H. Seward which long adorned 
the Wickersham home was presented to the 
Territory on Alaska’s Seward Day by Mrs. Grace 
Wickersham. 

The Judge, a lifetime student of everything that 
pertained to Alaska’s past, regarded this painting 
as the best of several portraits that had been made 
of the Secretary of State who negotiated the 
Alaska purchase from Russia.  It was painted by H. 
Kauffman in the latter years of the Secretary’s life.  
The canvas is about two and one-half by three and 
one-half feet in dimension and is incased in a well-
designed gilt frame with glass. 

In accepting the painting on behalf of the 
Territory, Governor Gruening said, “Alaska is 
grateful for the gift of this excellent portrait of the 
man to whom we are chiefly indebted for bringing 
this great north country into the fold of the United 
States.  Without his vision and tenacity of purpose 
there can be little doubt but that Alaska would 
today be foreign soil.  We can be sure that Judge 
Wickersham was well aware that acquaintanceship 
with such significant mementos of the past as this 
portrait helps to stimulate pride and interest in this 
Territory among Alaskans.  As a leader among 
those who pioneered the work of implanting 
American culture and institutions in this new land 
he, himself, doubtless drew inspiration to carry on 
from his constant delving into Alaska’s rich 
historical background.” 

The picture is to be hung on the walls of the 
broad staircase leading up from the main floor in 
the Governor’s House. 
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THE ALASKA WEEKLY, 
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 26, 1941 

WICKERSHAM LIBRARY 
IS DELIVERED 

Library of the Late Judge 
Wickersham Taken Over by 

Territory of Alaska 
JUNEAU.- Mrs. James Wickersham, widow of 

the late Judge Wickersham, former Alaska 
delegate to Congress, will receive $17,500 for her 
husband’s library of Alaskan documents and 
literature, it was announced by Gov. Ernest 
Gruening. 

A sum not to exceed $20,000 was set aside by 
the Territorial Museum and Library here.  The grant 
to Mrs. Wickersham will leave $2,50 to defray the 
cost of cataloguing the volumes and putting them 
in shape for use in the Territorial Library, it was 
explained. 

The purchase of the books was completed at a 
meeting of the museum board in the governor’s 
office.  The books have already been turned over 
to the Territorial Library, it was explained, but no 
adequate accommodations for their display have 
been arranged. 
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	-17-
	Times roasts me & the “gang” this morning for interfering with the license of the California - saloon - they “holler” two columns, - its good for their morals - if they ever had such “innards”.  Henderson, deputy clerk, came in today - reports things O.K.  Bought Jerry Corsbys library of law books today - U.S. Pacific Rep. California Rep. etc. which gives me a fine law library.  Am going to Catholic Ball tonight.
	-18-
	-18-
	-21-
	-22-
	23
	28
	Stage out today carries Mr. N.V. Harlan, U.S. District Atty, who, I am informed by
	-1-
	The Times also had a front page spread insisting upon its assertion that Sulzer, of N.Y. was opposing Cale & territorial government - & reopening
	3
	Election Day. My friends have been busy for several days in the hope of defeating the Times-Dodge-Maddocks gang in the city election. They had a good organization & did such effective work that but two council men of the opposition and they the best ones, got in, - five of our fiends being elected.  The object of the
	Wrote Birch saying that I would accept General Counsel for his Alaska Companies for three years contract at
	8
	-11th -
	-14-
	The Republican primary election to elect 14 delegates to the Ketchikan convention was held today.  McGinn & his friends had up a ticket, and a combination between Corson – and Clum undertook to elect the ticket which they put through their mass meeting on the 14th of March last.  It was a square fight between McGinn’s ticket & my friends supporting it, and the Times-Corson-Clum-Dodge combination & our ticket won out by a small but safe majority.  The enemy was overconfident - but worked like beavers - while our friends worked gently but effectively.
	-16-
	-18-
	-21-
	get Tozier to work on the Dodge crowd.  Personally I think Tozier would make even a better Delegate than Cale, & it may be that we can unite all factions for him, - if he is’nt so far tied up to Corson that he can’t run.  Fine weather – Business in my office continues to grow & I am more than pleased at the same –
	Recd, another telegram from Guie, Seattle, saying that the Strong interests are working with Blaine & represent $3,000,000 etc. and ask for information
	-30-
	-2-
	Poor Dodge! His one basic grievance against me -the one which he has always depended upon because it had some semblance of fairness was my opinion and ruling in the case of Johanson v. White wherein I non-suited his client, the plaintiff.
	The last remnant of ice has gone out the Chena and spring is come - Winter is gone.
	-7-
	I am greatly pleased that he has taken such a stand for it is certainly in the interest of the development of the best interests of the country.  One thing which he does that I don’t approve - he grants injunctions to stop work on mines or ditches etc. without notice - just ask and ye shall receive.  I think its the wrong principle of law.
	-12-
	-14-
	The Last day of Court.  Judge Reid is going out this evening on the first trip of the Tanana, leaving all criminal cases without trial, and a large part of the civil cases.  He says he is going home to Oklahoma
	Usual crush of a sudden closing of court & the usual kicking and disappointment.  The Grand Jury brought in its final report - they scored the Maddocks - Noyes steal in the erection of the School House & criticized the Dodge Westby city grafters good.
	A funny incident happened last evening as the “Tanana”  was about ready to go - Dodge came rapidly to the boat -but “Waterfront” Brown was there ahead of him - Brown produced yesterday mornings Times with an editorial slandering him & asked Dodge if he wrote it – D- said yes, whereupon Brown hit him in the mouth cutting his lips etc.  An officer moved in & separated Brown from his begging and cowardly windbag. - and Dodge started off with a black eye for Chicago.  This
	Town Council passed an ordinance establishing city wharf and dock on
	 My law business is good - as good as I expected, and I hope to clear up a homestake in a week or so and go “home”!
	26
	We learn now that Dodge changed his mind about going to Chicago via Dawson - & went to the Innoko stampede - down the river.  This will disappoint Waterfront Brown & others who were seeking to hold him in Dawson –as a capias [captive?] for his old debt there.
	1
	-3rd -
	5
	-8th -
	-9th -
	Personally I intend to keep quiet and vote for Cale.
	-12-
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	Diary of James Wickersham
	-October 14th, 1908-
	-14-
	-15-
	15
	16
	-18-
	-19-
	-20th -
	-27th -
	-31st -
	-Nov. 3rd -
	4
	4
	5
	-6-
	-7th -
	7
	8
	-Friday 13th Novr, 1908.-
	13
	-17th -
	-18-
	-20-
	-22-
	-23rd -
	-26th -
	-27th -
	My Dear Judge Wickersham: The letter you addressed to me under take of the 25th ultimo has just been received and I wish to assure you of my appreciation for your thoughtfulness in contributing so generously to our campaign fund.  the check for $100. which you enclosed will be handed to Mr. George R. Sheldon, the Treasurer of the National Committee.  Your election as Delegate To Congress from Alaska was naturally most gratifying to
	27
	Received telegram from James H. Ralph - the original money behind Steve
	27
	Have just learned that Marquam, who is the “Regular” Republican Committeeman - the Hoggatt committeeman for this part of the Territory, & Tozier are both very
	-27-
	much exercised and disappointed over the Haddocks appointment.
	3
	Fine weather so far this winter.
	-5th -
	-8th -
	8
	-9th -
	Asked him to hold up the confirmation in the Senate until charges could be received and evidence offered and asked him to request letters etc. from President & Hitchcock.
	-10-
	-12th -
	12
	14
	15
	-16th -
	-18th -
	20
	-21st December-
	-24-
	-25th -
	January 1st, 1909
	1
	1
	Jany 2nd 1909.
	2
	2
	Charges of Murder, Perjury, Grand Larceny, etc. are pending against him.
	-8th -
	8
	-9-
	-10th -
	-10-
	Have made arrangements to have John Conna cook for me while Mrs. Wickersham is gone, and I intend to live at home & keep the house going.
	-12th -
	12
	-14th -
	-15-
	-16-
	-17th Sunday -
	-18th -
	But Light is light in both name and nature and I wont pay any attention to it, since if the President wished to see me he could telegraph personally.
	-21st -
	-22nd -
	-24th -
	25
	-27th -
	-30th -
	30
	-Feb 1st -
	-February 2, 1909 -
	2
	-Feb. 3rd -
	Banquet tonight at Eagle Hall by my friends to bid me goodbye.
	4
	4
	4
	-6th -
	-9th -
	Feb. 10th ’09.
	“At Paxson's Roadhouse”
	11
	Febry 12th continued.
	12
	-12-
	13
	Outbound from Valdes for Juneau.  A storm raging & seasick.
	14
	-16th -
	-17-
	My reception last night was flattering to me and my friends and I greatly appreciated the great crowd & their hearty good will.  The Record - Hoggatt’s own paper had the following account today:
	17
	-18th -
	-17-
	-18-
	-February 21st-
	-21-
	-21-
	-22nd-
	be Modest in his Demands
	22
	-23-
	-23-
	24
	24
	-24th – Continued.
	-24-
	24
	24
	24
	24
	24
	Left Chicago at Noon for Wash.  Judge Ballinger, Sec. of Interior, is on my train & have already had many fair talks with him - especially this afternoon.  He strongly urges me to avoid open warfare in Washington with Hoggatt & Shackleford & says
	-28-
	I shall have a fair deal with the administration.
	Mch. 1st
	4
	4
	-7-
	8
	-10th -
	10
	14
	16
	-20th -
	20
	20
	-22nd-
	-23rd-
	-24th -
	Reid at Valdes ordering him to stay at Valdes until further orders.
	-25th -
	-26-
	-26-
	-27th -
	28
	-30th-
	1
	me that he thought they were not acting in good faith and that he would talk to Postmaster General Hitchcock about it, and that he intended to have a serious talk immediately with Hoggatt & that the Gov. would to go Alaska Immediately.  Hoggatt has been allowed to remain here on account of his wife’s condition - a baby one month old.
	-6th -
	-7th-
	-8th-
	-9th-
	-10th-
	-11th-
	-13th -
	-14th-
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	-27th-
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	-28th-
	-29th-
	-1st-
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	-6th-
	-11th-
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	-14th-
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	Later:
	Later-
	-19th-
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	-May 21, 1909-
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	-July 31st -
	-Aug 2nd -
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	-12th -
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	-29-
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	-29-
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	-29-
	1
	-October 1st 1909.
	1
	2
	3
	3
	-3-
	2
	4
	4
	-6-
	-6 or 7-
	-9th -
	13
	-Oct. 18th 1909-
	-18-
	-18-
	28
	-Nov. 1, 1909-
	-Nov. 7-
	-10th -
	-13th -
	-17th -
	-18th continued-
	-19th -
	-20th -
	20
	-20-
	20
	21
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	21
	21
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	-21st continued -
	-22-
	-25-
	27
	-30th -
	-Dec. 1st 1909-
	-4th -
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	-6-
	8
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	-11th -
	-13th -
	16
	-18th -
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	19
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	19
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	19
	-21st-
	-22nd -
	-25th -
	-27th -
	-28th -
	-Sunday 2nd -
	-3rd -
	-4th -
	-4-
	-4-
	-4-
	-4-
	-5-
	-7th -
	-9th -
	-10th -
	-13th -
	14
	-15-
	-January 16th 1910-
	-16-
	-16-
	16
	16
	-17th -
	-19th -
	19
	-20th -
	-21st -
	-21-
	21
	21
	-22nd -
	-23rd-
	23
	23
	23
	23
	23
	23
	-24th -
	-25th -
	25
	25
	25
	26
	26
	26
	26
	26
	26
	26
	-January 27th -
	-28th -
	29
	-31-
	31
	-Feb 1st 1910 -
	-2nd -
	-4th -
	-4-
	-7th -
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	-1910 Feb. 8-
	8
	8
	-9th -
	-12 -
	-13th -
	-14th -
	14
	14
	15
	-16th -
	February 17 1910
	16
	16
	17
	17
	17
	-18th  -
	18
	19
	19
	19
	19
	-20th  Sunday-
	20
	-22nd -
	-23rd -
	-24th -
	24
	-25 -
	-Feb. 27th  -
	27
	-28th -
	-March 1st 1910-
	1
	-1-
	-4th -
	-6th -
	-7th -
	-8th -
	-9th -
	-10th -
	-12th -
	-13th -
	-15th -
	-16th -
	-17th -
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	-19th -
	21
	-24th -
	24
	-25th -
	25
	-26th -
	-27th -
	-29th -
	-1st -
	-4th -
	-5th -
	-7th -
	7
	-8th -
	-9th -
	-12th -
	12
	-13th -
	-14th -
	- 14th -
	-16th -
	-18th -
	18
	20
	22
	-23rd -
	23
	-26th -
	-27th  -
	-28th -
	28
	-April 30th 1910-
	30
	-30 -
	-May 1st -
	2
	2
	-3rd -
	-4th -
	4
	-5th -
	-7th -
	7
	-7-
	-7-
	-7-
	-10th -
	-11th -
	-11-
	-12th -
	-16th  -
	17
	17
	-19th -
	-20th -
	-21st-
	22nd  Sunday.
	-24th -
	24
	-24-
	-25th -
	26
	-27th -
	-27-
	27
	-28th-
	31
	June 1st 1910 
	1
	-2nd -
	-3rd -
	-3-
	-4th -
	-7th -
	June 8th 
	8
	-10th -
	June 11th 
	-11 -
	-12th -
	-13th -
	-14th -
	14
	June 15
	-15 -
	-17th -
	-18th -
	Sunday 19th 
	-20th -
	-21-
	-21-
	-21-
	-22 -
	-23rd -
	23
	June 24th 
	24
	-June 25th -
	-26th -
	29
	29
	-30-
	30
	-1-
	-Sunday July 1 1910-
	-July 5-
	-July 7th -
	-8th -
	-9th -
	-10th -
	10
	11
	12
	-14th -
	14
	-15-
	-16-
	-19th -
	-21st -
	-21-
	-21-
	21
	21
	21
	21
	22-
	-23rd-
	-24th -
	-25-
	-26th -
	-27th -
	-28th -
	28
	-30th-
	31
	-Aug 2nd -
	-Aug. 3rd -
	3
	Aug 4
	-6th -
	-7th -
	-8th -
	-9th -
	-10th -
	-11th -
	11
	-12th -
	13
	16
	16
	-18th -
	-26th -
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	August 29, 1910.
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	-7th -
	-12th -
	-13th -
	-14th -
	-16-
	-20-
	-21-
	-22-
	-23-
	-25-
	-26-
	-28th -
	-28-
	-28-
	-29-
	-29-
	-29-
	-30th -
	-Oct. 2. Sunday.-
	-2-
	-4-
	-Oct 5.-
	-Oct 6.-
	-8th -
	-9th Continued-
	-11th -
	11
	12
	-13th -
	-16th -
	-18th -
	-19th -
	20
	-Octo. 22nd -
	-23rd -
	-23-
	24
	-23-24-
	25
	-26th -
	-27-
	-28-
	-29th -
	-31st -
	18
	18
	19
	-24th Cont.-
	-27th -
	29
	29
	30th 
	-Dec. 1st -
	-2nd -
	-5th -
	-7th -
	-8th -
	-9th -
	-12th -
	12
	-13th -
	14
	-15-
	15
	15
	15
	15
	-16th -
	-18th -
	-19th -
	-20th -
	20
	22nd
	22
	23
	-1st -
	-29th -
	-30th -
	-1911-
	-January 2nd -
	2
	Jany 3rd
	Jan 4.
	-6th -
	-8th -
	-9-
	9
	-10-
	-11th continued-
	-14-
	-18-
	-19th -
	-20-
	21
	-24th -
	-25th -
	-26-
	-27th -
	-28th -
	-29th -
	29
	30
	-31st -
	2
	Febry 4th
	-Sunday 5th -
	-6-
	-8th -
	-12-
	-14th -
	-14th -
	-15th -
	-16th -
	16
	-18th -
	-18- 
	18th continued:  There is a deadlock in the House.  Mann of ill. is filibustering to prevent the passage of the War claims bill -one filled with Southern War crimes & the House does not adjourn - but takes a recess from time to time & then the struggle is renewed.  Have been for two days objecting to a bill - ordered reported - from the Interstate & For. Com. Com. House, to grant the Controller Bay Ry. a fee simple title to tide lands in Controller Bay harbor.
	-21st -
	23rd
	23
	-February 24-
	-24-
	-Feb 24-
	-Feb 25-
	It will have the effect to warn all that when they begin to try their patent nostrums on Alaska they must reckon with the Delegate & I will not be snubbed anymore as Nelson & Mondell have heretofore done it - they will be more polite, anyway.
	-26th -
	27
	28
	1
	-Mch. 2nd -
	3
	-4th -
	-5th -
	-9th -
	-11th -
	-Monday 13th -
	-16th -
	23
	-27th -
	-28th -
	-March 29th -
	-Mch. 29th -  continued
	-29-
	29
	-29-
	-30th -
	 Left Seattle tonight at 7:10 over N.P. Ry. for Washington.  Darrell has gone on & Debbie goes back with me - he trip to Japan has been abandoned because of breaking down of vessel, the plague in Japan, etc.
	-31st -
	4
	-6-
	-7th -
	-8th -
	9
	-9-
	-10th -
	10
	-12th -
	-14th -
	-18th -
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	April. 20th , 1911
	April. 21 , 1911
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	21 
	-23rd-
	-24th -
	24
	24
	-26th -
	26
	-27th -
	May 1st 
	1
	May. 2.
	5
	-9th -
	-10th -
	10
	10
	10
	10
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	-13 -
	-15 -
	-16th -
	16
	16
	16
	-17th -
	-18th -
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	23
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	-25th  -
	-26th-
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	-29th -
	-31st –
	-June 2nd –
	-June 3rd –
	-June 4th –
	-5th –
	-9th –
	12
	12
	14
	-16 –
	16
	16
	-17th –
	-19th –
	-21st –
	-22nd –
	-23rd –
	-23 –
	-June 24, 1911 –
	-25th –
	25
	-June 26th –
	-June 26th –
	26
	June 27th
	- 29 –
	July 1st 1911.
	-July 2 –
	-July 6th –
	-9th –
	-9-
	9
	-11th –
	-12th –
	-13th –
	-14th –
	-July 15, 1911-
	15
	-July 16th –
	-July 17th –
	17
	-July 18th –
	-20th –
	-21st –
	21
	-July 24th  -
	24
	24
	24
	-24th –
	-27th –
	-28th –
	28
	-29 –
	-30th –
	-July 31st 1911 –
	-Aug 1st, 1911 –
	-Aug 2nd –
	2
	-4th –
	St. Louis, Aug 6th, 1911
	-Aug 6 –
	- 7th – Monday
	- 9th - Wednesday
	-Aug 11th Friday –
	-Aug 12th - Saturday
	-Aug 12th Saturday –
	13
	-14th -
	-14-
	-15th -
	15
	-16th -
	Aug 17th
	17th continued
	-17th continued -
	-18th -
	21
	-22-
	-22-
	-23rd -
	Aug -24th – 1911.
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	-27-
	-28th -
	-29-
	-30th -
	-Sept. 1st -
	Sunday – 3rd -
	3
	-4th -
	-6th -
	-7th -
	-9th –
	-11th –
	-12th –
	-15th -
	-18th –
	-25th -
	-27th -
	-28th –
	-29th -
	-October. 2nd –
	-9th –
	-9th -
	-9th -
	-9th -
	-10th -
	Octo. 11th
	Friday - 13th
	Saturday, 14th
	Sunday 15th 
	- 15th -
	15th
	Monday 16th
	-17th –
	-Alaska Day, Oct. 18th, 1911 -
	- 18-
	- 18-
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	[No entries for October 19, 20 or 21]
	-Octo. 22, 1911-
	-22-
	23
	23
	-24th -
	-27th -
	29
	29
	29
	Monday 30th
	-31st –
	-Nov. 1st –
	1
	-5-
	-Nov. 11-
	-14th -
	-16th -
	-17-
	-19th -
	-22nd -
	23
	24
	25
	27
	27
	-28th -
	28
	28
	28
	-28th –
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	{Colliers – Sep. 7-}
	Chicago, Ill
	October 1st, 1912.
	-1-
	-3-
	3
	3
	3
	-5th -
	-8th -
	8th continued
	8
	8
	8
	8
	-10th -
	-11th -
	-12th -
	12
	12
	12
	12
	12
	12
	12
	12
	12
	-13th –
	14
	-15-
	-18-
	-22nd –
	-Octo. 25th –
	-28th –
	-Oct 31st –
	5
	Nov. 6th 1912.
	6
	6
	6
	6
	6
	Nov. 7th 
	-7-
	7
	9th
	-11th –
	-13th –
	-15 –
	-17th –
	-18th –
	-20th –
	-21st –
	-22nd –
	-24th –
	25
	-28th –
	29
	Dec. 1st 
	-4th –
	-6th –
	9
	10
	-11th –
	12/12/12  -12th –
	-14th –
	-16th –
	-18th –
	19
	-23rd –
	-25-
	26
	-28th –
	-29th –
	The proxy of Republican National Committeeman Bayless for the Republican party conference called for next month by Chairman Charles D. Hilles, has been forwarded to W.B. Hoggatt, former governor, who will represent the Alaskan end of the Republican party.
	3
	3
	-7th –
	8
	-9th –
	-10th –
	-11th –
	-14th –
	-18th 
	-19th –
	-22nd –
	-23rd –
	-24th –
	-25th –
	-26th –
	-30th –
	Febery. 1st 
	2nd .
	-4th –
	-5-
	-6th –
	-7th –
	8th.
	-10th –
	-11th –
	[inside back cover]
	The feeling here is fully as intense as it was when the women of the city started to tear the clothing from the person of Mrs. Barnette, and when the former banker found it safer to leave the community by private conveyance than by the stage for fear of being mobbed; he and his wife having left town at night guarded by a deputy United States marshal, in a private sleigh, overtaking the previous morning’s stage at Byler’s as per previous arrangement made with the Northern Commercial company. - Alaska Daily Dispatch.
	-13th –
	-15th –
	-16th –
	-17th –
	-18th –
	-18th –
	-20th –
	20
	20
	-21st –
	21
	21
	-23rd-
	-26th –
	26
	-26-
	-March 1st –
	March 2nd -
	March 3-
	-5th –
	5
	5
	6
	-7th –
	-10th –
	10
	10
	10
	-11th –
	-11-
	-12th –
	-13th –
	-14th –
	-15th –
	15
	15
	-17th –
	-19th –
	-Friday 21.
	-28th –
	-30th -
	-April 1st –
	1
	1
	-April 2nd –
	2
	2
	2
	-4th –
	-7th –
	7
	7
	-8th –
	-10th –
	10
	10
	-13th –
	-14th –
	14
	14
	14
	17
	-18th –
	-20th –
	-22nd –
	-23rd –
	-26th –
	-27th –
	-27-
	27
	-May 1st, 1913-
	2
	-2-
	-6th –
	-7th –
	7
	-10th –
	11
	-12th –
	-15-
	-16th continued.-
	-17th –
	-19th –
	-20th –
	-21st –
	21
	22
	22
	22
	22
	22
	-23rd –
	-24th –
	-26th –
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	I also went over & called on Sec. to Pres. Tumulty & gave him my letter of Saturday the 9th with record, showing Exum.  Just appointed U.S. Marshal, to be a white slave – gave him the record where Exum admits keeping houses of prostitution etc.
	-10th -
	-11th -
	-12th -
	-14th -
	-16th -
	-17th -
	-17th - continued-
	-17-
	-17-
	-18th -
	-21st -
	-22nd -
	-23rd.-
	-25th -
	-26th -
	-27th -
	-27-
	June 30th.
	July 1st, 1913.
	July 2nd.
	July 9th
	-11th -
	12th –
	-17-
	17
	-19th -
	-22-
	-24th -
	-25-
	29
	-30th -
	Chairman Houston informs me this afternoon that his wife is sick & he must go to Tenn & won’t be back for 10 days!  That means that I cannot get to Alaska this summer! for I must stay & aid in reporting the Alaska Ry. bill!  That’s a hardship & a disappointment.
	-12th –
	So far there has been no open opposition to the bill.  Some persons, however, have declared that they are in favor of going futher, and urging representation of the District by persons with bill voting power.  Members of the District Delegate Association are anxious that persons opposed to the measure express their objections at once, so that the situation may be clarified by the time Congress is ready to take final action in the matter.
	Aug. 18th, 1913.-
	The residence which was occupied by Plummer during the summer months is the Cloverside School for Girls, directed by Mrs. Timlow.  No one living there during the summer, Mr. Plummer became a lone boarder, occupying the school while the girls and faculty were away on their vacation.  He was
	During the conversation I also spoke of the appropriation through the War Dept. of the sums for Col. Richardson’s Road Commission etc.  He seemed to think that item ought not to be charged against his Dept. & asked me to prepare a private “Memo” about it for his inspection.  I promised to do so tomorrow.
	-19th -
	-22-
	I have no idea what he will do – but imagine that Richardson’s “Army & Navy Club” lobby will keep him in line.  If they do I shall make no further effort, since the Administration is now in possession of the facts & can make all the appropriations for road money it pleases for waste by Richardson in Alaska.  I can stand it.
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	I also went to see the 2nd Asst. P.M. Genl. About establishing a post office at the new “strike” on the Chisana – or Shushana River.  No application has come to the Dept. so I will have to begin at the beginning – and will telegraph tomorrow for information as to the exact locality, etc.
	-26th -
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	is back – have just had a talk with him and he made an engagement to see the President on Thursday – he wants the support of the administration for any bill he reports.  Sec Lane will be back next week & we will not make a report at any rate until he is consulted.  There is no use to report a bill which the Administration will not support.  Have just called up the Int. Dept. & am informed that Sec. Lane will not be back before Sept. 15th – that probably puts off any action by the Com. till that date. 
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	Today (Sep 3) while
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	Blackman was explaining retailing his interview with Tumulty to me the reporter for the United Press come into my office.  I asked him where he got the facts which he made me repeat in his interviews – he told me that they were given to him by a very prominent man (as a matter of fact it was Senator Poindexter) – he repeated that when he came to see me he only asked me to give him the Christian names of Houston & Bullock & asked if Jarvis committed suicide 
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	Also yet persuading the Com. on Ways & Means not to pass the bill to take over the control of fur bearing animals in Alaska - its a bad bill & restrictive of the power of the Alaska legislature.
	Working on a letter to the President trying to convince him that the Bureau of Fisheries needs revision - needs new life injected into it - that it is now being run by the Alaska - Seattle fish trust.
	Good Senator Sterling.
	Everybody is happy today for it is announced from the White House that there will not be an Extra session and we are all going home to remain for the summer. - During my three terms in Congress we have had an extra session each summer so that I have hardly been home in the six years.
	What do you think of that?
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