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Introduction 

This report is a compilation of data collected from Alaska public libraries for 
fiscal years FY90 and FY91. Included are statistics reported by the libraries as 
well as selected per capita computations. The libraries included in each year's 
reporting are those that received the Public Library Assistance Grant for that 
year. 

The statistics collected are based on the Federal State Cooperative System for 
Public Library Data (FSCS) of the U.S. Department of Education, National 
Center for Education Statistics. By using this national system and its 
definitions of terms, Alaska's data is comparable with that of the other 49 states 
and the District of Columbia. Of course extreme caution should be used in 
comparing any one library with national or state averages. This is especially 
true of Alaskan libraries which tend to be atypical in size, and population served. 
The national data for FY90 is available in a publication entitled Public 
Libraries in the U. S. : 1990 by the National C~nter for Education Statistics, 
U.S. Department of Education. Data for FY91 is expected to be published in 
June 1993. 

We hope this publication will be useful to administrators and library boards in 
planning, budgeting and public relations activities. All the information reported 
in the Annual Reports has been entered into a spreadsheet and specialized 
tables can be generated upon request. Please contact the State Library if you 
need special statistical information. 
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General Information On the Use of the Tables for Public Libraries 

The data included in these tables was reported by public libraries in the Annual 
Reports for FY90 and FY91. Although all libraries reported income and 
expenditure information, not all libraries collected the same circulation and 
collection statistics. A number of libraries did not collect attendance, reference 
or program data. To make the tables more readable, data elements reported as 
zero and those reported as not collected have been left blank. 

The population data was adjusted for some libraries in order to ensure a 
consistent method of counting and to eliminate double counting. The same 
sources and methods were used in this publication as in previous editions. In 
most cases, populations attributed to the city and borough libraries correspond 
to the populations of the area from which they receive tax revenue. The source 
of this information was the Department of Community and Regional Affairs' 
Certification of Population: July 1, 1990 and Certification of 
Population: July 1, 1991. In the case of libraries located in unincorporated 
areas not certified by DCRA, the figures reported on the Annual Report were 
used. The population of legal service area for libraries in the Mat-Su and Kenai 
Boroughs were calculated as in previous years. Using DCRA figures, each 
library was credited with the population base of the city and a percentage of the 
borough wide population based on the percentage of materials circulated by each 
library. A Holmes Johnson Memorial Library in Kodiak was given the 
population of the Kodiak Borough minus the populations of Chiniak, Old Harbor 
and Port Lions for the years those libraries reported data. 

In compiling the FY90 and FY91 data, we added a libracy entity called Bush 
Services. The data entered here is a total of the statistics reported for the Books 
by Mail programs run by the three Regional Libraries in Anchorage, Fairbanks 
and Juneau. The population assigned to this "library" is the official state 
population, minus the populations of those communities served by libraries. In 
FY90 this was (545,774 minus 507,722) 38,052. In FY91 it was (574,182 
minus 523,116) 51,066. 

By using the statewide population figure and reporting all public library services, 
we feel the data more accurately reflects the true status of libracy services in 
Alaska. It does however, present problems when comparing statewide per 
capita figures wit4 the FY88 and FY89 data. 
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The Tables 

Table 1: Public Library Circulation and Interlibrary Loan 

This table shows how often different types of library materials (books, 
magazines, audio tapes, videos, etc.) were checked out of the library as well as 
how often the library lent or received materials through Interlibrary Loan. 

In 1989 we reported the circulations per capita statewide were 6.11, well above 
the national average of 5.13. In FY90, the Alaska per capita circulations 
appears to have fallen to 5.48 while the national average has risen to 5.75. 
Why? When we take a closer look at the figures we find that in FY89, the 
population figure used was 502,270 (the sum of the populations served for each 
of the reporting libraries). This figure did not include people living in 
unincorporated areas or those served by Regional Service.s. A more valid 
comparison can be made using the FY90 data of 5.48 per capita with the 5.97 
figure in FY91. 

Table 2: Public Library Collections 

Table 2 provides an overview of the size of a library's book, audio, video and 
magazine collections, the number of book volumes added during the year, and the 
number of book volumes per capita. In FY90 the national volumes per capita 
was 2.53, in Alaska it was 2.95. In FY91 the figure increase again to 3.10. 

Table 8: Public Library Income 

This table provides information on the sources of.income for Alaskan libraries: 
Local (city or borough), State, or Federal Government funding, and Other. Other 
is important for many of Alaska's smaller libraries because they are operated by 
private, non-profit organizations. The income from these nongovernmental 
sources is reported under this category. Although it is hard to make comparisons 
year by year for the individual data elements in this table, generally, state and 
federal funding has remained stable, and local support is increasing. Income 
statewide increased by 1.06% over the previous year in FY90 and 1.22% in 
FY91. 

Table 4: Public Library Expenditures 

This table shows how libraries spend their budgets. Columns are included for 
salaries, benefits, collections (books, magazines, audiovisual materials, etc.), 
operating expenditures (maintenance, travel, services and supplies), and capital 
expenditures (if any). Nationally, in FY90, salaries and benefits accounted for 
62.5% of the total operating budget; library collections 15. 7% and all other 
expenditures 21.8%. The total operating expenditures per capita was $16.28. 
For FY90 in Alaska, 68.5% was spent on staff expenditures; 14. 7% on 
collections; and 16.8% on other. Per capita operational expenditures were 
$23.65. In FY91 staffing costs were 60.1% of the budget; collections were 12.7%; 
and other had increased to 26.7%. The per capita costs rose to $28.59. 
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Dollarwise, Alaskan libraries spent almost $2.5 million more in FY91 than in 
FY90 and the largest increase was in the other expenditures category. A quick 
look at the data reveals that in FY90 Anchorage Municipal Libraries reported 
less than $500,000 in other expenditures. In FY91 Anchorage reported $2.5 
million. Why the increase? Expenditures for Building Operatwns in FY91 include 
over $1.6 million in support provided by Municipal Property and Facilities 
Management. These monies are expended through a charge-back system within 
the municipal government and were not previously reported as part of the 
libracy budget. This change in accounting practices is significant. It raised the 
per capita expenditures for Anchorage from $20.07 (FY90) to $29.84 (FY91), 
and further explains the statewide per capita cost rise from $23.65 to $28.59. 

Table 5: Public Library Expenditures on Collections 

Table 5 subdivides the library collection expenditures by format: books, 
subscriptions, audiovisuals and other (microforms, software, maps, etc.) 
Collection expenditures per capita rose from $3.47 in FY90 to $3.62 in FY91. In 
FY90 libraries spent 63.8% of their collections budget on books and serials; 
18.5% on periodicals; 5.6% on audiovisuals; and 12.1% on other materials. In 
FY91 expenditures for books and serials represented 67.3% of the collections 
budget; 21.1 % for periodicals; 7% for audiovisuals and only 4.6% for other 
materials. 

Table 6: Public Library Staff and Volunteers 

This table shows the composition of the libracy staff: librarians with a masters 
degree in library science (MLS), all people working as librarians, and the 
technical and clerical staff. It also includes information on volunteers and the 
number of hours contributed to the library by volunteers. Although there was no 
real difference in the number of library employees between FY90 (254.58) and 
FY91 (254.50), libraries employed more people as librarians and fewer as 
technical or clerical staff. The most disturbing comparison of FY90-FY91 
figures are those reported for volunteers and volunteer hours. In FY90, 1900 
volunteers contributed 46,006 hours. In FY91, 1651 volunteers contributed 
42,418 hours. 

Table 7: Public Library Hours, Attendance, Reference, and Programs 

Table 7 covers the number of hours per week the libracy is open, annual libracy 
attendance, the number of reference questions answered, and the number of 
programs presented during the year. The last three are indicators of how heavily 
the library is used. It is the attendance and reference question data elements 
that small libraries find the most difficult to count and report accurately. The 
State Library encourages libraries to use a sampling technique as described in 
the Manual for Small Libraries to increase the reliability of this information. 
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Part I 

Statistics for FY90 

Section 1 

Arrangement Alphabetical by City 
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Table 1: Public Library Circulation and Interlibrary Loan FY90 

Adult Book Juvenile All Other Total Circ per 
Libraries Po ulation Circulation Book Circ Clrc Circulation Capita 

25.85 

Page 6 

Ill's 
Lent 

Ill's 
Rec'd 



Table 1: Public Library Circulation and Interlibrary Loan FY90 

Adult Book Juvenile All Other 
Libraries Population Circulation Book Clrc Circ 

Total 11 s 4s,114 1 , s 41 , a 1 a 891, o s 4 s s 4, 1 14 2, 992,6o1 
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0.97 

Ill's 
Lent 

Ill's 
Rec'd 

5.48 13, 186 20,261 



Libraries 

Table 2: Public Library Collections FY90 

Po ulation 

Books & 
Serials 

Added 

Books & Volumes 
Serials 

Total 

Page 8 

Audio 
Total 

Video Subscription 
Total Total 



Libraries 

Table 2: Public Library Collections FY90 

Po ulatlon 

Books & 
Serials 

Added 

Books & Volumes 
Serials per 

Total Capita 
Audio 
Total 

11 545,114 1 o 3, o o 9 1 , 611 , s so 2.95 93,375 17 ,921 
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6,298 



Table 3: Public Library Income FY90 

Local State Federal 
Po ulation Government Government Government 
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Other 
Income 

Total 
Income 



Libraries 

Table 3: Public Library Income FY90 

Local State Federal 
Po ulatlon Government Government Government 

Other 
Income 

Total 
Income 

$914,859 $345,945 $342,642 $13,801,091 
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Table 4: Public Library Expenditures FY90 

Total 
Collection All Other 

Libraries Po ulatior Salaries Benefits Expend Expend 
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Oper 
Expend 

per 
Capital 
Expend 



Table 4: Public Library Expenditures FY90 

Libraries Po ulatlor Salaries Benefits 

Total 

Page 13 

All Other 
Expend 

Total 
Operating 

Expend 

Oper 
Expend 

per 
Capital 
Expend 

$23.65 $80,286 



Table 5: Public Library Expenditures FY90 

Audio Other 
Libraries Po ulatlon Books lubscri tions Visuals Materials 
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Table 5: Public Library Expenditures FV90 

Audio Other 
Libraries Population Books iubscrlptlons Visuals Materials 

$350,092 $106,004 $229,847 $1,894,417 $3.47 
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Table 6: Public Library Staff and Volunteers FY90 

Tech & 
MLS All Clerical 

Po ulation Lib'ns Lib'ns Staff 
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Total 
Volunteer 

Volunteers Hours 



Libraries 

Table 6: Public Library Staff and Volunteers FV90 

M..S 
Llb'ns 

50.70 

Tech & 
Al I Clerical 

Llb'ns Staff 

88.27 166.31 
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Total 
Total Volunteer 
Staff Volunteers Hours 

254.58 1,900 46,006 



Table 7: Public Library Hours, Attendance, Reference and Programs FV90 

Hours Annual Ref 
Type of open per Annual Annual Questions Annual 

Libraries Po ulation Board week Hours Attendance Answered Programs 
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Table 7: Public Library Hours, Attendance, Reference and Programs FY90 

Hours Annual Ref 
Type of open per Annual Annual Questions Annual 

Libraries Po ulation Board week Hours Attendance Answered Programs 

545, 774 2,522 133,519 2,259,529 348,479 4, 111 
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Part I 

Statistics for FY90 

Section 2 

Arrangement by Population 
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Table 1: Public Library Circulation and Interlibrary Loan FV90 

Adult Book Juvenile All Other Ill's 
Po ulation Circulation Book Gire Circ 
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Ill's 
Rec'd 



Table 1: Public Library Circulation and Interlibrary Loan FY90 

Adult Book Juvenile All Other 
Libraries Population Circulation Book Ciro Ciro 
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0.97 

Ill's 
Lent 

Ill's 
Rec'd 

5.48 13, 186 20,261 



Libraries 

Table 2: Public Library Collections FY90 

Books & 

Po ulation 

Books & Volumes 
Serials per 

Total Capita 
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Audio 
Total 

Video Subscription 
Total Total 



Libraries 

Table 2: Public Library Collections FY90 

Po ulatlon 

Books & 
Serials 

Added 

Books & Volumes 
Serials per 

Total Capita 
Audio 
Total 

103,009 1,611,550 2.95 93,375 17 ,921 
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6,298 



Table 3: Public Library Income FY90 

Local State Federal 
Libraries Po ulation Government Government Government 
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Other 
Income 

Total 
Income 



Libraries 

Bush Services 

Total 

Table 3: Public Library Income FY90 

Local 
Government 

State Federal 
Government Government 

Other 
Income 

Total 
Income 

545,774 $12,197,645 $914,859 $345,945 $342,642 $13,801,091 
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Table 4: Public Library Expenditures FV90 

Total 
Collection All Other 

Libraries Po ulatio1 Salaries Benefits Expend Expend 
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Op er 
Expend 

per 
Capital 
Expend 



Table 4: Public Library Expenditures FY90 

Libraries Po ulat101 Salaries Benefits 

All Other 
Expend 

Total 
Operating 

Expend 

Oper 
Expend 

per 
Capital 
Expend 

$2,212,593 $1,894,417 $2,167,320 $12,905,013 $23.65 $80,286 
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Table 5: Public Library Expenditures on Collections FV90 

Audio Other 
Po ulation Books lubscri tions Visuals Materials 
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Table 5: Public Library Expenditures on Collectlons FV90 

Audio Other 
Libraries Po ulation Books iubsorl tlons Visuals Materials 

$350,092 $106,004 $229,847 $1,894,417 
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Libraries 

Table 6: Public Library Staff and Volunteers FY90 

MLS 
Po ulation Lib'ns 

All 
Llb'ns 

Tech & 
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Total 
Total Volunteer 
Staff Volunteers Hours 



Libraries 

Table 6: Public Library Staff and Volunteers FY90 

IVLS 
Po ulation lib'ns 

All 
Llb'ns 

Tech & 

50. 70 88.27 166.31 
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Total 
Total Volunteer 
Staff Volunteers Hours 

254.58 1,900 46,006 



Table 7: Public Library Hours, Attendance, Reference and Programs FY90 

Hours Annual Ref 
Type of open per Annual Annual Questions Annual 

Libraries Board week Hours Attendance Answered Programs 
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Table 7: Public Library Hours, Attendance, Reference and Programs FY90 

Hours Annual Ref 
Type of open per Annual Annual Questions Annual 

Libraries Po ulatlon Board week Hours Attendance Answered Programs 

11 545, 114 2,522 133,519 2,259,529 348,479 4, 111 
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Part II 

Statistics for FY91 

Section 1 

Arrangement Alphabetical by City 
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King Cove 

Table 1: Public Library Clrculatlon and Interlibrary Loan FY91 

Adult Book Juvenile All Other Total 
Po ulatlon Circulation Book Circ Circ Circulation 

750 200 

Page 38 

1.76 

Ill's 
Lent 

1 ll's 
Rec'd 

150 



Table 1: Public Library Circulation and Interlibrary Loan FY91 

Adult Book All Other Total Circ per Ill's Ill's 

Libraries Population Circulation Clrc Circulation Ca ita Lent Rec'd 

Kodiak 

1,825,225 983,955 616,045 3,425,225 5.97 16,184 24,785 
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Po ulation 

King Cove 811 

Table 2: Public Library Collections FY91 

Books & 

480 

Books & Volumes 
Serials 

Total 

6, 100 
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per 
Capita 

7.52 

Audio 
Total 

Video Subscription 
Total Total 

200 



Libraries 

Total 

Table 2: Public Library Collections FY91 

Books & Books & Volumes 

Population 
Serials 

Total 

574,182 97,938 1,780,826 
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per 
Capita 

Audio 
Total 

Video Subscription 
Total Total 

3.10 92,612 22,687 6,359 



King Cove 

Table 3: Publlc Library Income FY91 

Local 
Government 

State Federal 
Government Government 
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Other 
Income 

Total 
Income 



Libraries 

Table 3: Public Library Income FY91 

Local State Federal 
' Government Government Government 

Other 
Income 

Total 
Income 

$488,000 

574, 182 $14,833,650 $962, 175 $344,834 $753,222 $16,893,881 
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Table 4: Public Library Expenditures FY91 

Libraries Po ulation Salaries Benefits 

King Cove 8 11 

Collection 
Expend 

Page 44 

All Other 
Expend 

Total Oper 
Expend Capital 

per Expend 



Libraries 

Table 4: Public Library Expenditures FY91 

Salaries Benefits 

Collection 
Expend 
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All Other 
Expend 

Total 
Operating 

Expend 
Capital 
Expend 

$28.59 $568,292 



Libraries 

King Cove 

Table 5: Public Library Expenditures on Collections FY91 

Audio Other 
Po ulation Books Subscri tions Visuals Materials 

Page 46 

Coll 
Expend per 



Libraries 

Table 5: Public Library Expenditures on Collections FY91 

Audio Other 
Population Books Subscriptions Visuals Materials 

Coll 
Expend per 

$437,653 $146,070 $95,260 $2,076,866 $3.62 
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Libraries 

King Cove 

Table 6: Public Library Staff and Volunteers FV91 

Po ulatlon 

811 

MLS 
Llb'ns 

All 
Llb'ns 

0.25 

Page 48 

Tech & Total 
Total Volunteer 
Staff Volunteers Hours 



Libraries 

Table 6: Public Library Staff and Volunteers FY91 

MLS 
Population Lib'ns 

574, 182 55.50 

All 
Lib'ns 

95.99 
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Tech & Total 
Total Volunteer 
Staff Volunteers Hours 

1,651 42,418 



Table 7: Public Library Jiours, Attendance, Reference and Programs FY91 

Libraries 

Akiachak 

King Cove 

Hours 
Type of open per 
Board week 

Page 50 

Annual Ref 
Annual Annual Questions Annual 
Hours Attendance Answered Programs 



Table 7: Public Library Hours, Attendance, Reference and Programs FY91 

Type of 
Population Board 

15, 041 advisory 

Total 11 574, 1 a2 

Hours 
open per 

week 

66 

Annual 
Hours 

3,281 

2,585 136,762 
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Annual 
Attendance 

116,571 

2,554,242 

Annual Ref 
Questions 
Answered 

3,550 

424,323 

Annual 
Programs 

3,413 
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Statistics for FY91 

Section 2 

Arrangement by Population 
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Libraries 

Table 1: Public Library Clrculatlon and Interlibrary Loan FY91 

Adult Book Juvenile All Other 
Po ulatlon Circulation Book Circ Circ 

714 217 
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Total 
Circulation 

0.65 

Ill's 
Lent 

Ill's 
Rec'd 

1 5 



Table 1: Public Library Circulation and Interlibrary Loan FY91 

Adult Book All Other Total Ciro per Ill's Ill's 
Libraries Po ulatlon Circulation Ciro Circulation Ca lta Lent Rec'd 

1,825,225 983,955 616,045 3,425,225 5.97 16, 184 24, 785 
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Libraries Po ulation 

Unalakleet 

Table 2: Public Library Collections FY91 

Books & 

366 

Books & Volumes 
Serials 
Total 
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per 
Capita 

Audio 
Total 

Video Subscription 
Total Total 

12 



Libraries 

Total 

Table 2: Public Library Collections FY91 

Books & 
Serials 

Population Added 

Books & Volumes 
Serials 

Total 
per 

Capita 
Audio 
Total 

Video 
Total 

97 ,938 1, 780,826 3.10 92,612 22,687 
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6,359 



Libraries 

Unalakleet 714 

Table 3: Public Library Income FY91 

Local 
Government 

State Federal 
Government Government 
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Other 
Income 

Total 
Income 



Table 3: Public Library Income FY91 

Local State Federal Other Total 

Libraries · Government Government Government Income Income 

Total $14,833,650 $962, 175 $344,834 $753,222 $16,893,881 
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Table 4: Public Library Expenditures FV91 

Total Op er 
Collection All Other Expend Capital 

Libraries Salaries per 

714 $3,256 
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Libraries 

Table 4: Public Library Expenditures FY91 

Populatio Salaries Benet its 

Collection 
Expend 
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All Other 
Expend 

Total Oper 
Expend 

per 
Capital 
Expend 

$28.59 $568,292 



Table 5: Public Library Expenditures on Collections FV91 

Audio Other 

Libraries Po ulation Books Subscri tlons Visuals Materials 

Unalakleet 714 

Page 62 

Coll 
Ex end per 



Table 5: Public Library Expenditures on Collections FY91 

Audio 
Libraries Po ulation Books Subscri lions Visuals 

$437,653 $146,070 $95,260 $2,076,866 $3.62 
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Libraries 

Unalakleet 

Table 6: Public Library Staff and Volunteers FY91 

Po ulation 
MLS 

Llb'ns 
All 

Lib'ns 
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Tech & Total 
Total Volunteer 
Staff Volunteers Hours 



Table 6: Public Library Staff and Volunteers FY91 

Population 

574,182 

MLS 
Llb'ns 

55.50 

All 
Llb'ns 

95.99 
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Tech & 
Clerical 

Staff 

158.50 254.50 

Total 
Volunteer 

Volunteers Hours 

1,651 42,418 



Table 7: Public Library Hours, Attendance, Reference and Programs FY91 

Hours Annual Ref 

Type of open per Annual Annual Question$ Annual 

Po ulation Board week Hours Attendance Answered Programs 

Unalakleet 150 8 

Page 66 



Table 7: Public Library Hours, Attendance, Reference and Programs FV91 

Po ulatlon 

11 574,182 

Hours 
open per 

week 
Annual Annual 
Hours Attendance 

15 720 

2,585 136,762 2,554,242 
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Annual Ref 
Questions Annual 
Answered Programs 

424,323 3,413 








