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Introduction 

In the following pages, the Alaska State Library presents a summary of the public library 
statistics collected for FY98. The tables and graphs in Part I compare this data with statistics 
collected for FY88 and FY93. Parts II and III are the tables for FY98 by library name and 
population. Included are statistics reported by the libraries as well as selected per capita 
computations. The libraries included those that received the Public Library Assistance 
Grant. 

The statistics collected are based on the Federal State Cooperative System for Public Library 
Data (FSCS) of the U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics. 
By using this national system and its definitions of terms, Alaska's data is comparable with 
that of the other 49 states and the District of Columbia. Of course extreme caution should be 
used in comparing any one library with national or state averages. This is especially true of 
Alaskan libraries which tend to be atypical in size, and population served. The national data 
for FY96 is available in a publication entitled Public Libraries in the U. S. : 1996 by the 
National Center for Education Statistics, U.S. Department of Education. A complete list of 
publications and downloadable public library data files are available on the Web at 
http://nces.ed.gov/surveys/public.html. Unedited data for FY97 may also be available at 
that site. 

We hope this publication will be useful to administrators and library boards in planning, 
budgeting and public relations activities. The tables in this document are also published on 
the Web at http://www.eed.state.ak.us/lam/library/dev/plstats/plstats.html. All the 
information reported in the Annual Reports has been entered into a spreadsheet and 
specialized tables can be generated upon request. Please contact the State Library if you need 
special statistical information. 
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General Information On the Use of the Tables for Public Libraries 

The data included in these tables was reported by public libraries in the Annual Reports for 
FY98. Although all libraries reported income and expenditure information, not all libraries 
collected the same circulation and collection statistics. A number oflibraries did not collect 
attendance, reference or program data. To make the tables more readable, data elements 
reported as zero and those reported as not collected have been left blank. 

The population data was adjusted for some libraries in order to ensure a consistent method of 
counting and to eliminate double counting. The same sources and methods were used in this 
publication as in previous editions. In most cases, populations attributed to the city and 
borough libraries correspond to the populations of the area from which they receive tax 
revenue. The source of this information was the Department of Community and Regional 
Affairs' Certification of Population for the years cited In the case of libraries located in 
unincorporated areas not certified by DCRA, the figures reported on the Annual Report were 
used. The population of legal service areas for libraries in the Mat-Su and Kenai Boroughs 
were calculated as in previous years. Using DCRA figures, each library was credited with 
the population base of the city and a percentage of the borough wide population based on the 
percentage of materials circulated by each library. A. Holmes Johnson Memorial Library in 
Kodiak was given the population of the Kodiak Borough minus the populations of Chiniak, 
Old Harbor, Ouzinkie and Port Lions. 

The last library entity listed in each table is identified as Regional Services. The data entered 
here is a total of the statistics reported for the Books by Mail programs run by the two 
Regional Libraries in Fairbanks and Juneau. The population assigned to this "library" is the 
official state population, minus the populations of those communities served by libraries. By 
using the statewide population figure and reporting all public library services, we feel the 
data more accurately reflects the true status of library services in Alaska. 
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The Tables 

Table 1: Circulation and Interlibrary Loan 

This table shows how often different types of library materials (books, magazines, audio 
tapes, videos, etc.) were checked out of the library as well as how often the library lent or 
received materials through Interlibrary Loan. 

In FY98 Alaska's circulation per capita was 6.09. The FY96 national per capita was 6.5. The 
national average for Interlibrary Loan lending in FY96 was 41.7 items per 1,000 population. 
In Alaska, it was 30.9 in FY98. The number of items borrowed by Alaskan libraries is much 
higher than the national average. In FY98 Alaskan libraries borrowed 50.5 items per 1,000 
population compared to the FY96 national figure of 43.4. 

Table 2: Collections 

Table 2 provides an overview of the size of a library's book, audio, video, electronic and 
magazine collections, the number of book volumes added during the year, and the number of 
book volumes per capita. In FY96 national book and serial volumes per capita was 2.8. In 
Alaska the FY98 per capita volumes is 3.25. 

Statistics continue to show changes in public library collections from print to media formats. 
In FY88 Alaskan libraries reported 8.4 videos per 1,000 population. This increased to 106.3 
per 1,000 in FY98. It is interesting to note that holdings for audio materials have decreased 
since 1988. The FY96 survey introduced a new count, materials in electronic format. 
Although these items (e.g. computer disks, magnetic tapes, and CD-Roms) were previously 
counted in the other materials category, this format is becoming increasingly important in 
libraries. 

Table 3: Income 

This table provides information on the sources of income for Alaskan libraries: Local (city 
or borough), State, Federal Government, and Other funding. Other is important for many of 
Alaska's smaller libraries because they are operated by private, non-profit organizations. The 
income from these non governmental sources is reported under this category. Although it is 
hard to make comparisons year by year for the individual data elements in this table, 
generally, local support has remained constant, state funding has decreased, and federal 
funding has increased. Nationally, in FY96 78%ofpublic library income was provided by 
local sources, 12% by the state and 1 % by federal goverenment, and 9% other. This 
compares with Alaska's FY98 numbers of 88.3% local, 4.3% state, 3% federal and 
4.4%other. 
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Table 4: Expenditures 

This table shows how libraries spend their budgets. Columns are included for salaries, 
benefits, collections (books, magazines, audiovisual materials, etc.), operating expenditures 
(maintenance, travel, services and supplies), and capital expenditures (if any). Nationally, in 
FY96, salaries and benefits accounted for over 64% of the total operating budget, library 
collections 15% and all other expenditures 21 %. The total operating expenditures per capita 
was $21.98. For FY98 in Alaska, 64.5% was spent on staff expenditures; 11.8% on 
collections; and 23.7% on other. Per capita operational expenditures were $34.24. 

Table 5: Expenditures on Collections 

Table 5 subdivides the library collection expenditures by format: books, subscriptions, 
audiovisuals and other (microforms, computer software, maps, etc.) Collection expenditures 
per capita rose :from $3.10 in FY88 to $4.06 in FY98. In FY88 Alaskan libraries spent 73.3% 
of their collections budget on books and serials; 13% on periodicals; 6.7% on audiovisuals; 
and 7% on other materials. In FY98 expenditures for books and serials represented 51.1 % of 
the collections budget; 31 % for periodicals; 8.5% for audiovisuals and only 9% for other 
materials. 

Table 6: Staff and Volunteers 

This table shows the composition of the library staff: Librarians with a masters degree in 
library science (MLS), all people working as librarians, and the technical and clerical staff. It 
also includes information on volunteers and the number of hours contributed to the library by 
volunteers, although these numbers may not be as reliable as the numbers reported for paid 
staff. 

The FY88-FY98 chart indicates that in the area of staffing, libraries have not kept up with 
population growth. 

Table 7: Hours, Attendance, Reference, and Programs 

Table 7 covers the number of hours per week the library is open, annual library attendance, 
the number of reference questions answered, and the number of programs presented during 
the year. The last three are indicators of how heavily the library is used. It is the attendance 
and reference question data elements that small libraries find the most difficult to count and 
report accurately. The State Library encourages libraries to use a sampling technique as 
described in the Manual for Small Libraries to increase the reliability of this information. 
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Part I 

Public Library Statistics 
FY 1988 - FY 1998 Comparisons 



Table 1: Public library Circulation and Interlibrary Loan 

Juvenile 
Adult Book Book All Other Total Circs per ILL's ILL's 

Population Circulation Circulation Circulation Circulation Capita Lent Rec'd 

FY88 532,987 637,671 523,494 228,855 3,092,505 5.80 11,140 17,782 
FY93 599,200 2,049,326 988,503 693,208 3,731,037 6.23 20,536 33,600 
FY98 621,400 1,926,408 1,038,664 823,096 3,784,166 6.09 19,227 31,380 

Circulation 

4,000,000 

3,000,000 

2,000,000 

1,000,000 

0 
FY88 FY93 FY98 

III Book Totals flt All Other Circulation 

Interlibrary Loans 

40,000 
31,380 

30,000 

20,000 
19,227 __._ILL's Lent 

--ILL's Rec'd 
10,000 

0 

FY88 FY93 FY98 
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FY88 
FY93 
FY98 

Table 2: Public Library Collections 

Books and Books and 

Population 

532,987 
599,200 
621,400 

2,500,000 

2,000,000 

1,500,000 

1,000,000 

500,000 

0 

120,000 

100,000 

80,000 

60,000 

40,000 

20,000 

0 

Serials Serials Volumes Audio 
Added Total per Capita Total 

108,671 1,577,911 2.96 102,388 

79,565 1,879,830 3.14 98,570 

91,790 2,019,748 3.25 71,008 

Books and Serials 

FY88 FY93 FY98 

Audio and Video 

FY88 FY93 

Iii Audio Total 

FY98 

II Video Total 
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Video Subscrip 
Total Total 

4,494 5,795 
32,225 6,114 

66,077 6,567 



Table 3: Public Library Income 

Local State Federal 
Population Government Government Government Other Income Total Income 

FY88 532,987 $11,673,161 $1,065,137 $187,432 $373,018 $13,298,748 
FY93 599,200 $15,764,793 $965,522 $423,692 $769,358 $17,923,365 
FY98 621,400 $19,483,370 $951,060 $654,266 $968,551 $22,057,247 

FY 88 Income by Source FY 93 Income by Source 

State 
8.01% 

Federal 
1.41% 

Other 
2.80% 

Local 
87.78% 

State 
5.39% 

Federal 
2.36% 

FY 98 Income by Source 

State 
4.31% 

Federal 
2.97% 

Other 
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Local 
88.33% 

Other 
4.29% 

Local 
87.96% 



Table 4: Public Library Expenditures 

Total Expend 
Collection All Other Operating per Capital 

Population Salaries Benefits Expend Expend Expend Capita Expend 

FY88 532,987 $6,043,820 $2,377,679 $1,652,302 $2,449,741 #########-# $23.50 #####-###-# 
FY93 599,200 $8,266,522 $3,069,954 $2,085,657 $4,264,493 #-##-##-##-##-# $29.52 $624,916 
FY98 621,400 $9,975,095 $3,319,195 $2,520,283 $5,459,533 $21,274,106 $34.24 $5,154,833 

Library Expenditures 
$12,000,000 

$10,000,000 

$8,000,000 

$6,000,000 

$4,000,000 

$2,000,000 

$0 

FY88 FY93 FY98 

-+-Salaries -+-Benefits __.....Collection Expend -II- All Other Expend 
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Table 5: Public Library Expenditures on Collections 

Total Coll 
Audio Other Collection Expend 

Population Books Subscriptions Visuals Materials Expend per Capita 

FY88 532,987 $1,211,592 $214,467 $110,103 $116,140 $1,652,302 $3.10 
FY93 599,200 $1,230,239 $481,665 $133,057 $240,696 $2,085,657 $3.48 
FY98 621,400 $1,298,644 $782,948 $212,548 $226,143 $2,520,283 $4.06 

Collection Expenditures 

$3,000,000 

$2,500,000 

$2,000,000 

$1,500,000 

$1,000,000 

$500,000 

FY88 FY93 FY98 

Ill Books Ill Subscriptions D Audio Visuals D Other Materials 
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Table 6: Staff and Volunteers FY98 

Tech& Patrons Total 
MLS All Clerical Per Volunteer 

Population Librarians Librarians Staff Total Staff Staff Volunteers Hours 

FY88 532,987 53.85 92.35 147.79 240.14 2,219 1,802 56,610 

FY93 599,200 60.51 98.13 175.90 274.03 2,187 2,509 51,488 

FY98 621,400 69.09 110.01 180.06 290.06 2,142 1,585 53,940 

Library Personnel 

290.06 
300.00 

250.00 

200.00 

150.00 

100.00 

50.00 

0.00 
FY88 FY93 FY98 

II MLS Librarians Iii Non-MLS Librarians D Tech & Clerical Staff 
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Table 7: Library Hours, Attendance, Reference and Programs 

Hours Annual Reference 
Open per Annual Annual Reference Questions Annual 

Population Population Week Hours Attendance Questions Per Capita Programs 

FY88 
FY93 
FY98 

3,000,000 

2,500,000 

2,000,000 

1,500,000 

1,000,000 

500,000 

0 

532,987 532,987 2,384 
599,200 599,200 2,524 146,725 
621,400 621,400 2,590 137,747 

Annual Attendance 

FY88 FY93 FY98 

2,189,712 391,488 0.73 
2,892,989 432,608 0.72 
2,920,858 394,237 0.63 

Annual Reference Questions 

440,000 

430,000 

420,000 

410,000 

400,000 

390,000 

380,000 

370,000 
FY88 FY93 FY98 

Annual Programs 

10,000 

9,000 

8,000 

7,000 

6,000 

5,000 

4,000 

3,000 

2,000 

1,000 

0 
FY88 FY93 FY98 
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5,224 
4,654 
9,958 



Part II 

Public Library Statistics for FY98 

Section A 

Alphabetical by City 



Libraries 

Table 1: Circulation and Interlibrary Loan FY98 

Population 

Adult 
Book 

Circulation 

Juvenile 
Book 

Circulation 

All 
Total Book Other 

Ci res Circs 
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Total 
Circulation 

ILL's 
Sent 

ILL's 
Rec'd 



Libraries 

Table 1: Circulation and Interlibrary Loan FY98 

Population 

Adult 
Book 

Circulation 

Juvenile 
Book 

Circulation 

All 
Total Book Other 

Circs Circs 
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Total Circs Per ILL's 
Circulation Capita Sent 

ILL's 
Rec'd 



Libraries 

Table 2: Collections FY98 

Books and Book and Volumes 
Serial 

Volumes 
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Audio 
Total 

Video Electronic Subscription 
Total Total Total 



Libraries 

Table 2: Collections FY98 

Books and Book and Volumes 
Serials Serial 

Population Added Volumes 
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Audio 
Total 

Video Electronic Subscription 
Total Total Total 



Table 3: Income FY98 

Libraries Population Local State Federal 
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Other Total Income 

J 

t 

J 

.J 



Table 3: Income FY98 

Libraries Population Local State Federal Other Total Income 

$4,758 
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Libraries Population 

Table 4: Expenditures FY98 

Benefits Collection 
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All Other 
Operating 

Expend 

Total 
Operating 

Expend 

$24,335 

Operating 
Expend per 

Capita 

$42.77 

Capital 



Table 4: Expenditures FY98 

All Other Total 
Operating Operating 

Libraries Population Benefits Collection Expend Expend 

$2,8~.7 ...... $16,002 
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Operating 
Expend per 

Capita 

$36.29 

Capital 



Table 5: Collection Expenditures FY98 

Total Collection 
Audio Other Collection Expend 

Libraries Population Books Visuals Material Expend per Capita 

$4,289 
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Table 5: Collection Expenditures FY98 

Total Collection 
Audio Other Collection Expend 

Libraries Books Subscriptions Visuals Material Expend per Capita 

$4,774 $10.83 



Table 6: Staff and Volunteers FY98 

MLS All Tech& 
Libraries Population Librarians Librarians Clerical Staff Total Staff 

Page20 

Patrons 
Per Staff 

Volunteer 
Volunteers Hours 



Table 6: Staff and Volunteers FY98 

MLS All Tech & Patrons Volunteer 
Libraries Population Librarians Librarians Clerical Staff Total Staff Per Staff Volunteers Hours 



Libraries 

Table 7: Hours, Attendance, Reference, and Programs FY98 

Population 
Type of Hours Open Annual 
Board per Week Hours 

None 20 

Page22 

Reference Annual 
Transactions Programs 



Libraries 

Table 7: Hours, Attendance, Reference, and Programs FY98 

Population 
Type of Hours Open Annual 
Board per Week Hours 

Annual Reference Annual 
Attend Transactions Programs 





Part II 

Public Library Statistics for FY98 

Section B 

By Population 



Table 1: Circulation and Interlibrary Loan FY98 

Adult Juvenile All 
Book Book Total Book Other Total 

Libraries Population Circulation Circulation Circs Circs Circulation 

Page26 

ILL's ILL's 
Sent Rec'd 



Table 1: Circulation and Interlibrary Loan FY98 

Adult Juvenile All 
Book Book Total Book Other Total Circs Per ILL's ILL's 

Libraries Population Circulation Circulation Circs Circs Circulation Capita Sent Rec'd 
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Libraries Population 

Table 2: Collections FY98 

Books and Book and Volumes 
Serial 

Volumes 
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Audio 
Total 

Video Electronic Subscription 
Total Total Total 



Libraries 

Table 2: Collections FY98 

Books and Book and Volumes 
Serials Serial Per 

· Added Volumes Capita 
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Audio 
Total 

Video Electronic Subscription 
Total Total Total 



Table 3: Income FY98 

Libraries Population Local State Federal Other Total Income 
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Table 3: Income FY98 

Libraries Population Local State Federal Other Total Income 
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Table 4: Expenditures FY98 

All Other Total 
Operating Operating 

Population Salary Benefits Collection Expend Expend 

258,78~ $3,732,040 . $1,346,410 $1,065,592 $3,148,526 $9,292,568 
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Operating 
Expend per 

Capita 

$35.91 

Capital 



Libraries Population 

Table 4: Expenditures FY98 

All Other 
Operating 

Benefits Collection Expend 
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Total Operating 
Expend per 

Capita Capital 

$13.50 



Table 5: Collection Expenditures FY98 

Total Collection 
Audio Other Collection Expend 

Libraries Population Books Visuals Material Expend per Capita 

$1,065,592 $4.12 
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Libraries 

Table 5: Collection Expenditures FY98 

Population Books 
Audio 

Visuals 
Other 

Material 

Total 
Collection 
Expend 

$4,146 

Collection 
Expend 

per Capita 

$5.45 



Table 6: Staff and Volunteers FY98 

MLS All Tech& 
Libraries Population Librarians Librarians Clerical Staff Total Staff 
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Patrons 
Per Staff 

Volunteer 
Volunteers Hours 



Table 6: Staff and Volunteers FY98 

MLS All Tech & Patrons Volunteer 
Libraries Population Librarians Librarians Clerical Staff Total Staff Per Staff Volunteers Hours 



Libraries 

Table 7: Hours, Attendance, Reference, and Programs FY98 

Population 
Type of Hours Open Annual 
Board per Week Hours 
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Reference Annual 
Transactions Programs 



Libraries 

Table 7: Hours, Attendance, Reference, and Programs FY98 

Population 
Type of Hours Open Annual 
Board per Week Hours 

Annual Reference Annual 
Attend Transactions Programs 
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