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What is the SFSP?

• Federally-funded program 
administered through 
State Departments of 
Education

• Provides free, nutritious 
meals to low-income 
children 18 years old and 
younger when school is 
not in session

• ‘Sponsored’ by locally, 
public or private non-
profit organizations

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Summer Food Service Program is a federally-funded program administered by the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) Food and Nutrition Services (FNS) at the national level. Within each state, the program is administered by the State Department of Education (typically).The SFSP was established to ensure that low-income children continue to receive nutritious meals when school is not in session. Free meals, that meet federal nutrition guidelines, are provided to all children at approved SFSP sites in areas with significant concentrations of low-income children (we’ll discuss low-income areas in Alaska a little later on).The Summer Food Service Program is one of the most under-utilized federal assistance programs. On average in FY13, only one out of nine children participating in the National School Lunch Program participated in SFSP. USDA and State Agencies are engaged in a continued effort to increase SFSP participation. The Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act of 2010 (which we won’t discuss today) simplified program administration in an effort to increase program participation, and make families of eligible children aware of the availability of SFSP meals. This translates to good news for you!



How Does the SFSP Work?

•Recruit Sites
•Train & Monitor sites
•Submit claims for reimbursement
•Outreach to children

•Feed and supervise kids
•Provide activities
•Outreach to children

•Recruit sponsors
•Provide training and technical 
assistance 
•Process claims for reimbursement
•Conduct administrative reviews

State 
Agencies

Sponsors

Sites
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Presentation Notes
There are three main entities involved in the SFSP: State agencies, sponsors, and sites.State agencies administer the program and act as a liaison between USDA and SFSP Sponsors.Sponsors run the program and communicate with the State agency. Schools, local government agencies, camps, faith-based and other non-profit community organizations that have the ability to manage a food service program may be SFSP sponsors.Sites: places in the community where children receive meals in a safe and supervised environment. Sites may be located in a variety of settings, including schools, parks, housing developments, community centers, churches, and migrant centers. Sites work directly with sponsors.



Sponsor Eligibility

• Public or private non-profit organizations 
including:
– Schools
– Residential/non-residential camps
– Units of local, county, municipal, State or Federal 

government
– Churches
– Other nonprofit organizations
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Presentation Notes
Every potential or currently participating sponsor must meet certain requirements. Sponsors eligible to participate in the Summer Food Service Program must be:-A public or private nonprofit school food authority-A public or private nonprofit residential or non-residential (day) camp-A unit of local, county, municipal, state or federal government or,-Churches-Any other type of private nonprofit organizationAll sponsors must be a nonprofit organizations, and must be able to provide documentation of their tax exempt status. Although churches must be tax-exempt, there is no federal requirement that they provide documentation of their tax-exempt status. 



Summer Food Sites

There are 6 different 
types of SFSP sites:

– Open Sites
– Restricted Open 

Sites
– Enrolled Sites
– Camp Sites
– Alaska Native Sites
– Migrant Sites

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We’ve talked about Participants and Sponsors, and we’ll now talk about all of the different site types.As mentioned earlier, Sites are places in the community where children receive meals in a safe and supervised environment. Sites may be located in a variety of settings, including schools, parks, community centers, churches, gyms, pools, local cafes, etc. There are several different site options for Sponsors who want to operate a Summer Feeding Program. Open, Restricted Open, Enrolled, Camp, Alaska Native, & Migrant. Sites must be serving low-income children, and they must maintain eligibility documentation to prove this. We’ll discuss site types and the eligibility requirements for each site type in the next few slides.



Program Payments

• Sponsors are reimbursed at a meals x meal 
reimbursement rate for each eligible meal served

EXAMPLE
25 kids ate a feeding site each day (20 operating days 
in the month)

25 Kids x 20 days = 500 meals for the month

If the site served lunch only:
(500 meals x $6.065) $3,032.50
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The Summer Food Program is a reimbursement program. Sponsors should be able to cover the costs up front. However, there are advance payments available for those sponsors needing it. Sponsors are reimbursed based on the number of reimbursable meals served to eligible participants X by the appropriate reimbursement rate. USDA releases the new SFSP reimbursement rates every January. What types of meals can be claimed are dependent on the type of site (open, closed, camp, alaska native…discuss meal reimbursement for each site briefly).Reimbursement rates for 2015 are: Breakfast $3.37, Lunch/Supper $5.91, and Snack $1.40 (rates are a little lower for urban sites purchasing meals from a food service vendor which is a whole other conversation that we don’t have time for in this call, but I’d be happy to discuss with anyone later).



Meal Service Requirements

• USDA meal pattern requirements in line with 
MyPlate dietary guidelines

• Congregate Feeding – children must eat on 
site

• Daily meal counts
• Food safety



Trainings

• Sponsors required to annually attend State 
Agency Training 

• All Sponsors must train all administrative and 
site staff before they undertake program 
responsibilities
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Training is an annual federal requirement. All Sponsors must attend State Agency SFSP training annually. The State Agency typically holds annual SFSP training in February or March. If Sponsors would like to participate in the program they should plan on attending one of the State Agency Training sessions. We currently offer one training in Anchorage, and a distance delivery training option which is conducted via teleconference.Sponsors must all train all administrative and site staff before they undertake their program responsibilities. Regulations require that sites may not operate until personnel at the site have attended at least one sponsor training session. If you’re interested in the program, and would greatly appreciate more information, I highly suggest participating in one of our SFSP training opportunities as they are much more detailed.



Applying for SFSP

• SFSP Applications are due no later than June 
15th OR 30 days prior to the first day of service

• Must be able to document tax-exempt status 
(except for churches)

• 2 parts to the SFSP application process
– Paper
– Online application
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If interested in the program, I highly suggest that you attend a training session prior to beginning the application process. Attending a training session will help make the application process much easier, as the application process and the forms are explained in detail.SFSP Applications are due no later than June 15th OR 30 days prior to the first day of service. This means that if your site wants to begin program operations on June 15th, the application should be submitted by May 15th. The Application process contains two parts. Sponsors must complete an online application, which provides the State with meal times, monitoring information, sponsor information, sponsor budget and program procedures. The online application is the same system in which claims for reimbursement are submitted. The second part of the application packet is the paper application, which contains a Public Release, Site Eligibility Information, Health Department Notification, Permanent Agreement, Tax exempt documentation, and additional forms as required. The Summer Food Program has seen significant reductions in program requirements in order to simplify the program in hopes to increase program participation. The application packet is fairly simple once the sponsor has attended a full training session and begins to make sense of how the program operates within the framework established by USDA. 



Why Participate?
• Increase participation

– Only 1 out of 9 (11%) children that participate in National School 
Lunch Program, participated in SFSP in FY15

– Sites such as libraries with activities attract more kids

• Kids go back to school ready to learn
– With adequate nutrition, children are less likely to experience 

summer learning loss, particularly with the added benefit of 
reading and other educational activities offered at libraries

• Sustainable funding
– Because meals are reimbursable, summer programs can earn 

money while feeding children a safe and fun environment

Presenter
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**mention the ability to be just a site as well** will mention throughout powerpoint, but reiterate in case some people feel they can be a site, but not quite a sponsorNationwide, the SFSP is a highly underutilized program and millions are left on the table every year. In Alaska, only 1 out of 9 children that participate in the National School Lunch Program participate in SFSP. Some reasons may include that children and parents don’t know about the program or there are no SFSPs in their area. Sites with activities, such as libraries, are more likely to attract kids and increase participation. Summer learning loss is a concern not only because of hunger but also due to lack of engagement in educational and enrichment activities throughout the summer. With adequate nutrition, children are less likely to experience summer learning loss, thus SFSP and libraries are a great combination to make sure kids return to school ready to learn. Lastly, because meals are reimbursable, SFSP is a sustainable source of funding to ensure meal costs are covered and to keep consistent programming.



Resources

For additional SFSP information, visit a few 
of these sites:

• Alaska Child Nutrition Programs SFSP:
https://education.alaska.gov/TLS/CNP/

• USDA SFSP: www.fns.usda.gov/sfsp/summer-
food-service-program-sfsp

• USDA SFSP Handbooks:
http://www.fns.usda.gov/sfsp/handbooks

https://education.alaska.gov/TLS/CNP/
http://www.fns.usda.gov/sfsp/summer-food-service-program-sfsp
http://www.fns.usda.gov/sfsp/handbooks


Need More Information?
If you’re interested in the program as a sponsor 
or site,  or just want more info please contact:

Alicia Maryott
SFSP Program Specialist
Alicia.Maryott@alaska.gov
(907) 465-4788
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