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I was coming to the Library to research my next book, a biography of Elizabeth 
Peratrovich. Historical Librarian, Anastasia Tarmann, assisted me and was excited 
to learn about Bristol Bay Summer. She felt the book’s depiction of the Bristol Bay/
setnet fishing culture was a perfect fit for the Historical Libraries Summer Lecture 
Series. Bristol Bay Summer is a coming-of-age, Alaska adventure story set against 
the backdrop of the Bristol Bay fishery and targeted for middle-grade readers. 
The Alaska State Historical Library Lecture Series was the perfect venue for a 
more in-depth presentation than would be possible at the typical bookstore ‘book 
talk.’ The library gave me access to an especially thoughtful and knowledgeable 
audience. Approximately 25 people attended, this provided a professional yet 
intimate environment for a presentation. This was my first presentation on Bristol 
Bay Summer, and I couldn’t have asked for a more supportive environment. The 
staff were professional and extremely helpful and the space was perfect.
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