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Hana Hashimoto, Sixth Violin by Chieri Uegaki and Qin Leng. In this beautifully
written picture book, Hana Hashimoto has signed up to play her violin at her school's
talent show. The trouble is, she's only a beginner, and she's had only three lessons. Her
brothers insist she isn't good enough. "It's a talent show, Hana," they tell her. "You'll be
a disaster!" Hana remembers how wonderfully her talented grandfather, or Ojiichan,
played his violin when she was visiting him in Japan. So, just like Ojiichan, Hana
practices every day. She is determined to play her best. When Hana's confidence
wavers on the night of the show, however, she begins to wonder if her brothers were
right. But then Hana surprises everyone once it's her turn to perform -- even herself!
The Asian American female protagonist in this story offers a unique perspective, and
bestselling author Chieri Uegaki has woven in lyrical scenes from Japan that add depth
and resonance. The details in the artwork by Qin Leng connect the two places and
contain a feeling of melody throughout. In the classroom, this book could serve as a
celebration of music and performing arts, multicultural studies or the importance of
intergenerational relationships. It is also a fabulous character education tie-in for
discussing courage and perseverance. This terrifically inspiring book offers hope and
confidence to all children who are yearning to master something difficult. Perhaps even
more important, it allows children to see that there is more than one way to be
successful at a task. (Kids Can Press, 2014. 32 pgs.)

Hungry Johnny by Cheryl Minnema and Wesley Ballinger. ‘| like to eat, eat, eat,”
choruses young Johnny as he watches Grandma at work in the kitchen. Wild rice, fried
potatoes, fruit salad, frosted sweet rolls—what a feast! Johnny can hardly contain his
excitement. In no time, he’ll be digging in with everyone else, filling his belly with all this
good food. But wait. First there is the long drive to the community center. And then an
even longer Ojibwe prayer. And then—well, young boys know to follow the rules: elders
eat first, no matter how hungry the youngsters are. Johnny lingers with Grandma,
worried that the tasty treats won’t last. Seats at the tables fill and refill; platters are
emptied and then replaced. Will it ever be their turn? And will there be enough? As
Johnny watches anxiously, Grandma gently teaches. By the time her friend Katherine
arrives late to the gathering, Johnny knows just what to do, hunger pangs or no. He
understands, just as Grandma does, that gratitude, patience, and respect are rewarded
by a place at the table—and plenty to eat, eat, eat. (Minnesota Historical Society Press,
2014. 32 pgs.)

I Love Ugali and Sukuma by Kwame Nyong'o. A follow up to his well regarded ‘A Tasty
Maandazi’ (2006) this latest children’s book by Kwame Nyong’o brings to life the world
of the young African boy Akiki, and his love for his favorite food - ugali and sukuma wiki!
(CreateSpace, 2013. 36 pgs.)

Imani’s Moon by Janay Brown-Wood and Hazel Mitchell. Imani is a young Maasi girl
with a loving mother and a desire to do something great. When she decides she wants
to touch the moon, she works hard to reach her goal, even in the face of teasing from
the naysayers around her.(Mackinac Island Press, 2014. 32 pgs.)



- D ] by Walter Dean Myers and Christopher Myers. This smash-hit picture book of jazz
music poems, from award-winning father-son team Walter Dean Myers and Christopher
Myers, is now available in paperback. There's a crazy syncopation /and it's tearing
through the nation / and it's bringing sweet elation / to every single tune./ It's Jazz/ From
bebop to New Orleans, from ragtime to boogie, and every style in between, this
collection of Walter Dean Myers's energetic and engaging poems, accompanied by
Christopher Myers's bright and exhilarating paintings, celebrates different styles of the
American art form, jazz. "JAZZ" takes readers on a musical journey from jazz's
beginnings to the present day. Includes timeline and jazz glossary. (Holiday House,
2008. 48 pgs.)

- RODWDQ DQG + LV 0 RP P\ by Irene Smalls and Michael Hays. As a mother and son
explore their neighborhood, they try various ways of walking--from giant steps and
reggae steps to criss cross steps and backwards steps. (Little Brown Books for Young
Readers, 1994. 32 pgs.)

-XWD O LOXW $ 7 UFNVWMU7 DB DQG & RXQWI %RRNby Yuyi Morales. Sefior Calavera
has come for Grandma Beetle but she has ten more things to do before she’s reading to
go. (Chronicle Books, 2003. 32 pgs.)

/ DIOKV / XQFKER[ $ 5 DP DGDQ 6 WU by Reem Farugi and Lea Lyon. Lailah isin a
new school in a new country, thousands of miles from her old home, and missing her
old friends. When Ramadan begins, she is excited that she is finally old enough to
participate in the fasting but worried that her classmates won't understand why she
doesn't join them in the lunchroom. Lailah solves her problem with help from the school
librarian and her teacher and in doing so learns that she can make new friends who
respect her beliefs.

This gentle, moving story from first-time author Reem Farugi comes to life in Lea Lyon's
vibrant illustrations. Lyon uses decorative arabesque borders on intermittent spreads to
contrast the ordered patterns of Islamic observances with the unbounded rhythms of
American school days. (Tilbury House Publishers, 2015. 32 pgs.)

0 DUVROD F RQDG' RHVQW DWK 0 DUVRQAD F RQD@ 1 R &RP ELQDby Monica Brown
Ph.D. and Sara Palacios. Marisol McDonald has flaming red hair and nut-brown skin.
Polka dots and stripes are her favorite combination. She prefers peanut butter and jelly
burritos in her lunch box. To Marisol, these seemingly mismatched things make perfect
sense together. Other people wrinkle their nose in confusion at Marisol—can’t she just
choose one or the other? Try as she might, in a world where everyone tries to put this
biracial, Peruvian-Scottish-American girl into a box, Marisol McDonald doesn’t match.
And that’s just fine with her. (Children’s Book Press, 2013. 32 pgs.)

0\ &RARWY 0\ : RUGO LV&R®RWHV 0 LO XQGRby Maya Christina Gonzalez. Maya
longs to find brilliant, beautiful color in her world. But when the wind blows, desert sand
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A coming-of-age tale rich with folk magic, set in the wake of the Gulf oil spill, Bayou
Magic celebrates hope, friendship, and family, and captures the wonder of life in the
Deep South. (Little Brown Books for Young Readers, 2015. 256 pgs.)

Brown Girl Dreaming by Jacqueline Woodson. Raised in South Carolina and New
York, Woodson always felt halfway home in each place. In vivid poems, she shares
what it was like to grow up as an African American in the 1960s and 1970s, living with
the remnants of Jim Crow and her growing awareness of the Civil Rights movement.
Touching and powerful, each poem is both accessible and emotionally charged, each
line a glimpse into a child’s soul as she searches for her place in the world. Woodson’s
eloquent poetry also reflects the joy of finding her voice through writing stories, despite
the fact that she struggled with reading as a child. Her love of stories inspired her and
stayed with her, creating the first sparks of the gifted writer she was to become. (Nancy
Paulsen Books, 2014. 336 pgs.)

Can You See Me Now by Estela Bernal. On Amanda's thirteenth birthday, her father is
killed by a drunk driver while on the way to pick up her birthday present. She's stunned
when she overhears her mother blaming her: "If she hadn't insisted on that stupid watch
for her birthday, he would still be alive." Her mom retreats into extra shifts at work,
leaving Mandy with her grandmother and making her feel as if she has lost both
parents. To make matters worse, she's the butt of cruel pranks at school. One day,
some girls even glue her skirt to the chair! But things take a turn for the better when she
befriends Paloma, an unusual new student at Central Middle School, who introduces
her to yoga and meditation. And she reluctantly becomes friends with Rogelio, a fat boy
who is bullied even more than she is by their classmates. Mandy's new friends, a dog
named Lobo and an interesting school project help to ease the pain of her father's death
and her mother's absence. She maintains a connection to her father by writing letters to
him each night. But will she always be invisible to her mother? (Pifiata Books, 2013.
160 pgs.)

Geeks, Girls and Secret Identities by Mike Jung and Mike Maihack. Vincent Wu is
Captain Stupendous's No. 1 Fan, but even he has to admit that Captain Stupendous
has been a little off lately. During Professor Mayhem's latest attack, Captain
Stupendous barely made it out alive - although he did manage to save Vincent from a
giant monster robot. It's Vincent's dream come true... until he finds out Captain
Stupendous's secret identity: It's Polly Winnicott-Lee, the girl Vincent happens to have a
crush on. Captain Stupendous's powers were recently transferred to Polly in a fluke
accident, and so while she has all of his super strength and super speed, she doesn't
know how to use them, and she definitely doesn't know all the strengths and
weaknesses of his many nemeses. But Vincent and his friends are just the right fan club
to train up their favorite superhero before he (she?) has to face Professor Mayhem
again. And if they make it through this battle for the safety of Copperplate City, Vincent
might just get up the courage to ask Polly on a date. (Arthur A. Levine Books, 2012. 320

pgs.)



How | Became A Ghost by Tim Tingle. Told in the words of Isaac, a Choctaw boy who
does not survive the Trail of Tears, How | Became A Ghost is a tale of innocence and
resilience in the face of tragedy. From the book's opening line, "Maybe you have never
read a book written by a ghost before," the reader is put on notice that this is no normal
book. Isaac leads a remarkable foursome of Choctaw comrades: a tough-minded
teenage girl, a shape-shifting panther boy, a lovable five-year-old ghost who only wants
her mom and dad to be happy, and Isaac s talking dog, Jumper. The first in a trilogy,
How | Became A Ghost thinly disguises an important and oft-overlooked piece of
history. (How | Became a Ghost Series. RoadRunner Press, 2013. 160 pgs.)

I Lived On Butterfly Hill by Marjorie Agosin and Lee White. An eleven-year-old’s world
is upended by political turmoll in this “lyrically ambitious tale of exile and reunification”
(Kirkus Reviews) from an award-winning poet, based on true events in Chile. Celeste
Marconi is a dreamer. She lives peacefully among friends and neighbors and family in
the idyllic town of Valparaiso, Chile—until one day when warships are spotted in the
harbor and schoolmates start disappearing from class without a word. Celeste doesn’t
quite know what is happening, but one thing is clear: no one is safe, not anymore.

The country has been taken over by a government that declares artists, protesters, and
anyone who helps the needy to be considered “subversive” and dangerous to Chile’s
future. So Celeste’s parents—her educated, generous, kind parents—must go into
hiding before they, too, “disappear.” Before they do, however, they send Celeste to
America to protect her. As Celeste adapts to her new life in Maine, she never stops
dreaming of Chile. But even after democracy is restored to her home country, questions
remain: Will her parents reemerge from hiding? Will she ever be truly safe again?
(Atheneum Books for Young Readers, 2015. 464 pgs.)

March Book 1 by John Lewis and Andrew Aydin. March is a vivid first-hand account of
John Lewis' lifelong struggle for civil and human rights, meditating in the modern age on
the distance traveled since the days of Jim Crow and segregation. Rooted in Lewis'
personal story, it also reflects on the highs and lows of the broader civil rights
movement. Book One spans John Lewis' youth in rural Alabama, his life-changing
meeting with Martin Luther King, Jr., the birth of the Nashville Student Movement, and
their battle to tear down segregation through nonviolent lunch counter sit-ins, building to
a stunning climax on the steps of City Hall. (March Trilogy. Top Shelf Productions, 2013.
128 pgs.)

One Crazy Summer by Rita Williams Garcia. Eleven-year-old Delphine is like a mother
to her two younger sisters, Vonetta and Fern. She's had to be, ever since their mother,
Cecile, left them seven years ago for a radical new life in California. When they arrive
from Brooklyn to spend the summer with her, Cecile is nothing like they imagined. While
the girls hope to go to Disneyland and meet Tinker Bell, their mother sends them to a
day camp run by the Black Panthers. Unexpectedly, Delphine, Vonetta, and Fern learn
much about their family, their country, and themselves during one truly crazy summer.
(Amistad, 2011. 240 pgs.)
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Young Adult*

Akata Witch by Nnedi Okorafor. Twelve-year-old Sunny lives in Nigeria, but she was
born American. Her features are African, but she's albino. She's a terrific athlete, but
can't go out into the sun to play soccer. There seems to be no place where she fits. And
then she discovers something amazing-she is a "free agent," with latent magical power.
Soon she's part of a quartet of magic students, studying the visible and invisible,
learning to change reality. But will it be enough to help them when they are asked to
catch a career criminal who knows magic too? (Viking Books for Young Readers, 2011.
368 pgs.)

Antigoddess by Kendare Blake. The Goddess War begins in Antigoddess, the first
installment of the new series by acclaimed author of Anna Dressed in Blood, Kendare
Blake. Old Gods never die... Or so Athena thought. But then the feathers started
sprouting beneath her skin, invading her lungs like a strange cancer, and Hermes
showed up with a fever eating away his flesh. So much for living a quiet eternity in
perpetual health. Desperately seeking the cause of their slow, miserable deaths, Athena
and Hermes travel the world, gathering allies and discovering enemies both new and
old. Their search leads them to Cassandra--an ordinary girl who was once an
extraordinary prophetess, protected and loved by a god. These days, Cassandra
doesn't involve herself in the business of gods--in fact, she doesn't even know they
exist. But she could be the key in a war that is only just beginning. Because Hera, the
queen of the gods, has aligned herself with other of the ancient Olympians, who are
killing off rivals in an attempt to prolong their own lives. But these anti-gods have
become corrupted in their desperation to survive, horrific caricatures of their former
glory. Athena will need every advantage she can get, because immortals don't just
flicker out.Every one of them dies in their own way. Some choke on feathers. Others
become monsters. All of them rage against their last breath. The Goddess War is about
to begin. (The Goddess War series. Tor Teen, 2014. 352 pgs.)

Ash by Malinda Lo. In the wake of her father's death, Ash is left at the mercy of her
cruel stepmother. Consumed with grief, her only joy comes by the light of the dying
hearth fire, rereading the fairy tales her mother once told her. In her dreams, someday
the fairies will steal her away, as they are said to do. When she meets the dark and
dangerous fairy Sidhean, she believes that her wish may be granted.

The day that Ash meets Kaisa, the King's Huntress, her heart begins to change. Instead
of chasing fairies, Ash learns to hunt with Kaisa. Though their friendship is as delicate
as a new bloom, it reawakens Ash's capacity for love-and her desire to live. But Sidhean
has already claimed Ash for his own, and she must make a choice between fairy tale
dreams and true love. Entrancing, empowering, and romantic, Ash is about the
connection between life and love, and solitude and death, where transformation can
come from even the deepest grief. (Little Brown Books for Young Readers, 2010. 272

pgs.)
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Chameleon by Charles R. Smith Jr. Shooting the breeze with his boys. Tightening his
D on the court. Doing a color check — making sure nobody's wearing blue or red, which
some Crip or Piru carrying a cut-down golf club would see as disrespect. Then back to
Auntie's, hoping she isn't passed out from whiskey at the end of the day. Now that
Shawn is headed for high school, he wonders if he'd be better off at the school in
Mama's neighborhood, where he'd be free of Compton's hassles. But then he wouldn't
be with his fellas — cracking jokes, covering each other's backs — or the fine Marisol,
who's been making star appearances in his dreams. Dad says he needs to make his
own decision, but what does Shawn want, freedom or friendship? With teasing, spot-on
dialogue and an eye to the realities of inner-city life, Chameleon takes on the shifting
moods of a teenager coming of age. (Candlewick, 2010. 384 pgs.)

Charm and Strange by Stephanie Kuehn. He's part Win, the lonely teenager exiled to a
remote Vermont boarding school in the wake of a family tragedy. The guy who shuts all
his classmates out, no matter the cost. He's part Drew, the angry young boy with violent
impulses that control him. The boy who spent a fateful, long-ago summer with his
brother and teenage cousins, only to endure a secret so monstrous it led three children
to do the unthinkable. Over the course of one night, while stuck at a party deep in the
New England woods, Andrew battles both the pain of his past and the isolation of his
present. Before the sun rises, he'll either surrender his sanity to the wild darkness inside
his mind or make peace with the most elemental of truths--that choosing to live can
mean so much more than not dying. (St. Martin’s Griffin, 2013. 224 pgs.)

Chasing Shadows by Swati Avasthi and Craig Phillips. Corey, Holly, and Savitri are
closer than family until a random act of violence shatters their world. A gunman shoots
at their car, leaving Corey dead, Holly in a coma, and Savitri the sole witness to the
crime. When Holly wakes up, she is changed—determined to hunt down Corey’s Killer,
whatever the cost. Savitri fears that Holly is running wild, losing her grip on reality.
Friends should stand by each other in times of crisis. But can you hold on too tight? Too
long? (Knopf Books For Young Readers, 2013. 320 pgs.)

Crazy Horse’s Girlfriend by Erika Wurth. Margaritte is a sharp-tongued, drug-dealing,
sixteen-year-old Native American floundering in a Colorado town crippled by poverty,
unemployment, and drug abuse. She hates the burnout, futureless kids surrounding her
and dreams that she and her unreliable new boyfriend can move far beyond the bright
lights of Denver that float on the horizon before the daily suffocation of teen pregnancy
eats her alive. (Curbside Splendor Publishing, 2014. 288 pgs.)

Gabi, A Girl in Pieces by Isabel Quintero. Gabi Hernandez chronicles her last year in
high school in her diary: college applications, Cindy's pregnancy, Sebastian's coming
out, the cute boys, her father's meth habit, and the food she craves. And best of all, the
poetry that helps forge her identity. (Cinco Puntos Press, 2014. 208 pgs.)

How It Went Down by Kekla Magoon. When sixteen-year-old Tariq Johnson dies from
two gunshot wounds, his community is thrown into an uproar. Tariqg was black. The
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shooter, Jack Franklin, is white. In the aftermath of Tarig's death, everyone has
something to say, but no two accounts of the events line up. Day by day, new twists
further obscure the truth. Tariq's friends, family, and community struggle to make sense
of the tragedy, and to cope with the hole left behind when a life is cut short. In their own
words, they grapple for a way to say with certainty: This is how it went down. (Henry
Holt and Co., 2014. 336 pgs.)

If | Ever Get Out of Here by Eric Gansworth. Lewis "Shoe" Blake is used to the joys
and difficulties of life on the Tuscarora Indian reservation in 1975: the joking, the Fireball
games, the snow blowing through his roof. What he's not used to is white people being
nice to him -- people like George Haddonfield, whose family recently moved to town
with the Air Force. As the boys connect through their mutual passion for music,
especially the Beatles, Lewis has to lie more and more to hide the reality of his family's
poverty from George. He also has to deal with the vicious Evan Reininger, who makes
Lewis the special target of his wrath. But when everyone else is on Evan's side, how
can he be defeated? And if George finds out the truth about Lewis's home -- will he still
be his friend? (Arthur A. Levine, 2014. 368 pgs.)

If You Could Be Mine by Sara Farizan. Seventeen-year-old Sahar has been in love
with her best friend, Nasrin, since they were six. They’'ve shared stolen kisses and
romantic promises. But Iran is a dangerous place for two girls in love—Sahar and
Nasrin could be beaten, imprisoned, even executed if their relationship came to light.So
they carry on in secret—until Nasrin’s parents announce that they’ve arranged for her
marriage. Nasrin tries to persuade Sahar that they can go on as they had before, only
now with new comforts provided by the decent, well-to-do doctor Nasrin will marry. But
Sahar dreams of loving Nasrin exclusively—and openly.

Then Sahar discovers what seems like the perfect solution. In Iran, homosexuality may
be a crime, but to be a man trapped in a woman’s body is seen as nature’s mistake, and
sex reassignment is legal and accessible. As a man, Sahar could be the one to marry
Nasrin. Sahar will never be able to love the one she wants in the body she wants to be
loved in without risking her life. Is saving her love worth sacrificing her true self?
(Algonquin Young Readers, 2013. 256 pgs.)

Jumped In by Patrick Scott Flores. Sam has the rules of slackerhood down: Don't be
late to class. Don't ever look the teacher in the eye. Develop your blank stare. Since his
mom left, he has become an expert in the art of slacking, especially since no one at his
new school gets his intense passion for the music of the Pacific Northwest--Nirvana,
Hole, Sleater-Kinney. Then his English teacher begins a slam poetry unit and Sam gets
paired up with the daunting, scarred, clearly-a-gang-member Luis, who happens to sit
next to him in every one of his classes. Slacking is no longer an option--Luis will destroy
him. Told in Sam's raw voice and interspersed with vivid poems, - XP SHG,Qby Patrick
Flores-Scott is a stunning debut novel about differences, friendship, loss, and the power
of words. (Henry Holt and Co., 2013. 304 pgs.)
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