
 
Alaska Department of Education & Early Development 

Division of Libraries, Archives & Museums 

P.O. Box 110571  Juneau  Alaska 99811-0571  (907) 465-2925  Fax: (907) 465-2990 

Alaska State Library 
Historical Collections 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
Ragan, Lawrence W., Collector 

 
Lawrence W. Ragan Photograph Collection, ca. 1920-1933 

 
PCA 265 

 
 
 
86 photographs 
 
ACQUISITION:  The photographs were donated to the library in 1985 by Patricia 
Tietzen, Mr. Ragan's daughter. Acc #1985-021. 
 
ACCESS:  The collection is available for viewing, however, they may not be 
photocopied. 
 
COPYRIGHT:  Requests for permission to publish or reproduce material from the 
collection should be discussed with the Librarian. 
 
PROCESSING:  The photographs are sleeved in individual Mylar sleeves and filed 
numerically in Perma-Dur envelopes, 4 ½ x 10 ½ inches, in groups of approximately 12. 

 
Biographical Note 

 
Lawrence (“Larry,” “Reggie”) Ragan first came to Alaska in the early 1920's as a 
crewmember of a floating cannery.  Following that he worked for the U.S. Bureau of 
Fisheries (later to become the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service) aboard the vessels, 
WIDGEON and BRANT.  These ships patrolled Southeast Alaska waters checking fish 
traps, surveying, posting signs etc. When Mr. Ragan lived in Juneau, he learned to play 
the saxophone and once was chosen to dance with a traveling troupe of entertainers as 
a replacement for an absent member. 
 

 
 
 
 

Guide to Collection 
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Scope and Content 
 
The collection depicts U.S. Bureau of Fisheries activities, ships, S.E. Alaska communities 
including Juneau, Skagway, Ketchikan, Sitka, numerous bays and creeks in Southeast 
Alaska.  U.S. Bureau of Fisheries commissioner Henry O'Malley visited Alaska in the 
1920's, accompanied by U.S. Congressman A.M. Free of California and photos of their 
visit are part of this collection. 
The photographs range in size from 2 x  2 ¾  in. to  3 ½   x  5 ½  in. , fading, captioned in 
ink on verso.  
 
 

Inventory 
 
1 [Lawrence W. Ragan, right, with Captain Ed Clark, Chief Ermil Sigurdson(?) and 

cook Charlie Wright aboard HIGHWAY at unnamed location.] 
 
2-3 [Seizing and arresting illegal fish trap operators in S.E. Alaska.] Similar views. 
 
4 Floating trap [view from above]. 
 
5 Henry O'Malley, head of U.S. Bureau of Fisheries [on deck of ship]. 
 
6 Two trollers we arrested and towed to Petersburg for trial [view of the two 

ships]. 
 
7 Earl, Free, Rickey, O'Malley at Salt Chuck [four men in skiff near beach; trees and 

buildings in background]. 
 
8 Congressman Free and Commissioner O'Malley hitting the beach at Salt Chuck 

[two men walking on beach]. 
 
9 Mr. O'Malley [on deck of ship]. 
 
10 Mr. Winn (with pole) [and unnamed man at Salt Chuck(?)]. 
 
11 Home [ship at sea, probably the WIDGEON]. 
 
12 Me again, 1st mate [Lawrence Ragan on bridge of ship]. 
 
13 Hanus Bay ... WIDGEON in background [distant view of ship]. 
 
14 Hanus Bay [at high tide; WIDGEON in distance]. 
 
15 Eva Creek [turbulent water rushing over rocks]. 
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16 [Lawrence Ragan using survey equipment in forest.] 
 
17 Winters and Copen on a hard place [two men surveying on edge of cliff]. 
 
18 Winters and I [Ragan] upon a big rock [two men with Survey equipment]. 
 
19 [Brownie on slope using survey equipment.] 
 
20 [Four men of survey crew outside mess hall.] 
 
21-22 [Sign prohibiting commercial fishing in Saginaw Bay; one of many posted by 

Bureau of Fisheries personnel.] Similar views. 
 

23 Closed area marker at Waker [Walker] Cove [man beside marker]. 

24-25 Seine boat VIRGINIUS sinking.  Similar views. 

 
26 Anan Creek [white water rushing over rocks]. 
 
27 Rapids at Anan Creek [water rushing over rocks]. 

28-29 Salmon weir., Anan Creek [men on weir].  Similar views. 

30-34 Rudyard Bay [from deck of ship].  Similar views. 

 
35 Stream watchman's camp at Rudyard Bay [distant view from water]. 
 
36 Rudyard Bay stream watchman [man in skiff near anchored ship]. 
 
37 [Lawrence Ragan with group of cannery workers; cannery buildings in 

background; Ketchikan area.] 
 
38 Blair and Ragan, aviators (?) [two men in open cockpit of flying boat, 

Aeromarine 40, U.S. Lighthouse Service boat registration number 475-U; on 
beach below A.J. Mill]. 

 
39 Expert [Ragan alone in plane, same as above]. 
 
40 Going up in "the" plane [Roy Jones “Northbird,” U.S. Lighthouse Service Curtiss 

MF flying boat #301-U on the water]. Fading print. 
 
41 Caught me working [Lawrence Ragan painting a life boat].  Fading print. 
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42 Cap--chief and I [three men, Lawrence Ragan, right; on deck of ship at dock]. 
 
43 Chapin Bay [scenic]. 
 
44 On our way from Chapin Bay to Ketchikan [Mt Baker Pac. Co. floating cannery; 

Lawrence Ragan fishing off stern]. 
 
45 Hoonah Pckg Co's boat [HOONAH tied to cannery boat]. 
 
46-47 Warm Springs Bay [view of falls and buildings from water].  Similar views. 
 
48 Mr. Winn -- suspension bridge at Warm Springs Bay [man on bridge]. 
 
49 Me -- on swing bridge over falls at Warm Springs Bay [Lawrence Ragan on 

bridge]. 
 
50 The crew ...  after bath at Warm Springs [four men in launch]. 
 
51 Old Russian church at Sitka [exterior view]. 
 
52 Pioneer's Home, Old Russian Church ' Indian School hospital exterior views of 

four Sitka buildings]. 
 
53 Sitka Nat'l Park Last winter, '24-'25 [Lawrence Ragan on approach to wooden 

foot bridge]. 
 
54 [Lawrence Ragan beside totem in Sitka National Park.] 
 
55 [Lawrence Ragan, on wreck of Russian sealer, with hand raised.] 
 
56 Earl, Fred and Chas on wreck...  Russian sealer, Sitka [three men in background]. 
 
57 Juneau at my feet [Lawrence Ragan on Mt.  Roberts; Juneau, below, left]. 
 
58 A.J. Mine [view of mill building on Mt Roberts, from the water]. 
 
59-61 [A.J. Mill on Mt Roberts; exterior views.] Similar views. 
 
62 View from old waste pile showing saw mill yard A.J. dock ... and Douglas on 

other side [of Gastineau Channel]. 
 
63 [Train tracks leading to rock dump, A.J. Mine; Douglas Island in background.] 
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64 Showing old flume and new flume [A.J. Mine area on Mt Roberts.] 
 
65 No. 2 tram [going upside of hill.] 
 
66 Gov't float [with RANGER VI, WEEPOOSE (Forest Service), SEA OTTER 

(Biological Survey) and WIDGEON (U.S.F.S.) docked; Juneau small boat harbor]. 
 
67-68 [Frozen spray flying due to wind in Gastineau channel; view from small boat 

harbor, Juneau.] Similar views. 
 
69-70 [Ice on boats after wind died down, Juneau small boat harbor.] Similar views. 
71 Elmer in Bug we had the use of for awhile [small car under Glacier Highway 

sign]. 
 
72 Road to Mendenhall glacier with glacier in distance.  Fading print. 
 
73 Standard Oil Co., my winter home, taken from AMY [oil tanks on Juneau side of 

Gastineau Channel]. 
 
74 [Lawrence Ragan standing in snow in front of Governor's Mansion in Juneau.] 
 
75 View from Governor's Mansion looking south [Douglas Island, far right]. 
 
76 Looking past fire hall last winter [three people on snow covered Main Street, 

Juneau].  Fading print. 
 
77 Gold Creek, Winter '24-'25 [frozen falls, center; snow covered bank and 

buildings].  Fading print. 
 
78 [Lawrence Ragan standing on deck of ship.] 
 
79 "Barney Aldfield" [man sitting in early vintage car].  Fading print. 
 
80 Looking down trail from top of Salmon Creek Dam [planked walk, partly on 

trestles]. 
 
81-82 Caught at dam [small fish].  Similar views. 
 
83 Looking up Sheep Creek Basin, Nowell Gold Mine below, start of Thane snow 

shed beyond [four men, right, buildings, left]. 
 
84 Excursion Inlet [view from mountain above].  Fading print. 
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85 Looking toward Skagway from dock [bow of ship, foreground; Skagway, 
beyond].  Fading print. 

 
86 Painted on Mt. side at Skagway [large skull painted on rocks; skull represents 

Soapy Smith's; Lawrence Ragan and "Cap" on ground below]. 


