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854 slides           Sean Lanksbury, 2006 
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ACQUISITION: The collection was donated by Muriel T. Spetzman of Sterling VA in 
2004, 2005, and 2006 (Acc. nos. 2004-37, 2005-005, 2006-035.) 

 
ACCESS:  The collection is available for viewing; however, the photographs may not 
be photocopied. 

 
COPYRIGHT:  Request for permission to reproduce material from the collection 
should be discussed with the Librarian. 
 
PROCESSING: Manuscripts were inserted in acid-free folders.  Photographs have 
been sleeved in Mylar.  Slides from original plastic case were removed from drawers. 
Slides from Drawers 1-15 (port.) are numbered and sleeved in Mylar. Original order 
and Drawer No. was maintained.  

 
 

 Guide to Collection 
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BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE 

 
Lloyd Anthony Spetzman was born April 3, 1920. After an honorable discharge from 
the U.S. Army medical corps, he studied botany, zoology, plant ecology and 
geomorphology, receiving his master’s degree from the University of Minnesota. He 
was a botanist with USGS and the USDA. He worked in the arctic, the Interior and 
south central Alaska from 1946 until 1969.  The U.S. Museum of Natural History 
retains hundreds of Alaskan plants which he collected, dried and mounted. His 
collection is preserved in the herbarium of the botany department at the Smithsonian 
in Washington, D.C. Spetzman died April 11, 1988. 

 
 

SCOPE AND CONTENTS NOTE 
 
The slides and photographs were taken by Lloyd Spetzman during his career as a 
botanist for the U.S. Geological Survey and the Dept. of Agriculture in the Arctic 
region, Interior Alaska and South Central.  Images include buildings in Anchorage, 
railroad engines and stations, canneries, fishing boats, Alaska Railroad scenes and 
equipment and photos taken during a trip from Anchorage to Seward - includes 
Matanuska Valley and Glacier, Kenai Peninsula, Portage Glacier, Spencer Glacier, 
Bartlett Glacier, Turnagain Arm, Palmer Highway and bridge, Girdwood, Pioneer 
Peak, Kenai Lake, Mt. Susitna, Cook Inlet and Knik Arm. Images cover all of Alaska 
except the southeast regions.   
 
The collection also includes an Inuit grammar dictionary (manuscript), plant lists, field 
notes, loose photographs, correspondence, and a loose leaf black and white 
photograph album. 

 
 

INVENTORY 
 

Box 1 
 Folder 1 Photographs, 1946-1968: Sagavanirktok, Umiat, Colville, Canning, Chitina, Copper 

Valley, Pt. Barrow, Saddlerochit, Copper Basin, Alaska Range, Tanana River, 
Ikiakpuk, Anaktuvuk. 

 
 Folder 2 Plant collection lists, field notes. 
 
 Folder 3 Correspondence, maps, aerial photographs (3). 
 
 Folder 4 Inuit Grammar [manuscript] 
 
 Folder 5 Sagavanirktok River, 1946.  Cook’s log. Sagavanirktuk [sic] River party Alaska. 

[May 26, 1946 - Aug. 25, 1946.][Includes list of plants collected.] 
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Box 2  Slides were indexed by Lloyd Spetzman and stored in drawers in an upright plastic case. Each 
major topic represents a drawer and original indexing is maintained when possible. Some slide 
drawers may have been re-arranged either by use or transport.  The slides have been removed 
from the plastic case and reboxed; however, the Drawer No. is included. 

 

 Slide #1-57 (Drawers 1 & 2): 
1949    Barrow, Umiat, Anaktuvuk 
1950    Noluck [Noluk], Noatak 
1951    Umiat, Colville, Colville, Canning, Anak, McKinley 

 
 Slide #58-126 (Drawer 3): 

1951    Noluk, [Katakturuk River, Ignek Valley, Anaktuvuk Pass, Tuliguk Lake], Umiat, 
Colville, Colville, Canning, Anak, McKinley 

 
 Slide #127-177 (Drawer 4): 

1957 [Horn Mt., Knob Ridge, Tanacross River, Robertson River, Dot Lake, Berry Creek, 
Dry Lake, Johnson River, Gerstle River, ½ [Half] Way Inn, Little Gerstle River], 
Alaska Highway, Tanana River, George Lake 

 
 Slide #178-238 (Drawer 5): 

1957 Alaska Highway, Tanana River, George Lake, Alaska Range, Valdez (Wm. 
Holmes), [Tanacross, Ada Range, Glenn Highway, Worthington Glacier, Rainbow 
Mountain, Summit Lake, Donnelly Dome, Delta Junction, Dry Creek, Berry Creek, 
Granite Mountain, Mount Cranberry, Horn Mountain, Bear Creek (Army boat, 
Allen river boat)] 

 
 Slide #239-340 (Drawer 6): 

1958 Seattle (Bob Martin), Coast, Chitina [Fairbanks, Granite Mountain, Birch Lake, 
Clearwater, Gerstle River, Tanana River and Bridge, Alaska Range, Robertson 
River, Pocket Glaciers, Chugach Mountains, Richardson Highway, Taylor 
Highway, 40 Mile Junction, Kluane Lake, Eagle, Ada Highway, Mentasta Pass, 
Mentasta River, Tok Cutoff, Little Tok area, Nabesna Road, Haines Cutoff, Kenny 
Lake, Pippin Lake, Liberty Falls, Chitina, Burma Road, Valdez, Stewart Creek, 
Thompson Pass, Gulkana, Copper Center Lodge, Copper River, Lowe River, 
Tanana River Bridge, Willow Lake, Esker, Little Tonsina, Pacific Coast (Alaska and 
British Columbia), Lynn Canal, Juneau, Haines] 

 
 Slide #341-407 (Drawer 7): 

1958 Copper River, Seward, Valdez, Eagle, Sadlerochit (C. Lewis), Copper, Barrow-
Barter Island (L. Chase, H. Brower), [Kenai, Kenai Lake, Summit Lake, Alaska 
Range, Seward, Tabetna Pass, Matanuska Glacier, Matanuska River, Jarvis Creek, 
Donnelly Dome, Richardson Highway, Slide Mountain, Gulkana, Gulkana Glacier, 
Paxson, Paxson Mountain, Copper Center Burn, Turnagain Arm, Glacier Creek – 
Sheep Mountain, Thompson Pass, Chitina Road, Valdez, Haines Cutoff, Mount 
Drum – Gulkana] 

1959 Gulkana, Copper River Basin, Sadlerochit, Lake Peters 
 

  
 
 



PCA 449:  Lloyd Spetzman Photograph Collection, ca. 1946-1968   Alaska State Library 

4 

 

http://www.library.alaska.gov/hist/hist_docs/finding_aids/PCA449.pdf 

Slide #408-473 (Drawer 8): 
1960 Copper River Basin (Neil) Sigafoos, Juneau (Air), Fairbanks, Aaa Highway, 

Richardson Highway, Glenn Highway, [Dry Lake, Dot Lake, Alaska Range – 
Cathedral Bluffs, Crooked Creek Knik Arm, Matanuska Glacier, Copper Center, 
Nelchina Outwash, Palmer, Tahneta Pass, Gunsight Mountain, Sheep Mountain, 
Mt. Drum, Paxson, Glenallen, King Mountain, Tyone Creek, Mendeltna River, 
Chitina, Robertson River] 

 
 Slide #474-534 (Drawer 9): 

1961 (Jan., Feb.) Little Bear, Copper, Anchorage, Kenai; (June-Aug.) Yukon Tanana 
Upland (Bob Martin, Helen Foster, Cindy Warbelow), [Cathedral Bluffs, Sand Lake 
and Pat Hill, Tanana area, Geo Lake, Mansfield Lake, Delta Junction, Robertson 
River, Gerstle River, Kenai River, Fort Greely, Tolsona Lake, Island Lake, Kenai 
River- Copper Creek, Ninilchik, Alaska Highway, Kasilof Road, Sterling Hills, 
Sheep Mountain, Sitka, Eureka, Anchorage Fur Festival] 

 
 Slide #535-559 (Drawer 10): 

1962 (Jan., Feb.) Yukon-Tanana Upland, Yukon Territory (Bob Lemon), [(dog sleds), 
Burwash Landing, Slimms River, Kluane River,  Beaver Creek,  Fish Hole Lake,  
Ampi? Mountain, Champaign area) 

 
Slide#560-600 (Drawer 10 {cont.}): 

1962 Yukon Terr. (Bob Lemon) 
 
 

Box 3 The slides were removed from the plastic case and reboxed; however, the Drawer Nos. have been 
retained.  Some slide drawers may have been re-arranged either by use or transport. 

 

 
 Slide #601-641 (Drawer 11): 

1962 [Yukon Terr. (Bob Lemon)] 
 

 Slide #642-698 (Drawer 12): 
1963 Cathedral Bluffs, Circle Hot Spr., Fairbanks, Dawson, McKinley 
 

 Slide #699-729 (Drawer 13): 
1968 USDA, Matanuska, Fairbanks Highway, Kenai, Palmer 
 

 Slide #730-812 (Drawer 14): 
1983 & 1984 Very good Alaskan plants 
 

 Slide #813-854 (Drawer 15): 
1958,1963,1968 Circle AAA & Historical Society 
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Box 4 (Acc# 2006-035)  
 
 Folder 1 Alaska letters, maps, plant list. 
 
 Folder 2 Loose photos. 
 
 Folder 3 10"x16"-29 pg loose-leaf album with one-hundred sixty-eight 2 1/2"x4" B&W 

photos.   


